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Preface

By 2050, it is estimated that fifty percent of the world’s population will have some
competence in English. Many of these people will regard themselves asimprovers
rather than learners and will have only occasional need to quickly check the mean-
ing of aword in adictionary.

This dictionary is a portable, easy-to-use quick reference tool for alarge number of
words and phrases, rather than a substitute for the detailed guidance of a grammar
or course book. It includes commonly heard terms, with an indication of their rele-
vant frequency, and many more terms from the worlds of work and communication
and of modern society generally.

Each word isindividually defined, and no words, not even adverbs, are listed
without a definition. Examples and collocations are given for words that are likely
to be used in practice, in order to provide patterns for the user’s own production of
English sentences. Less frequently encountered words, which only need to be re-
cognised and understood, are given definitions only.

Each word, including compound words and phrasal verbs, hasits own easy-to-find
main entry in bold type. Each word has a pronunciation in the I nternational
Phonetic Alphabet. Typical phrases and idioms associated with the main term are
shown in bold type and separately defined within the entry.

The meaning of the main senses of each word is given clearly and smply, using a
limited and easily understood vocabulary. Meanings are grouped together by their
part of speech.

Extrahelp is offered in Notes at the end of some entries. These include unusual
inflected forms and warnings about words which sound the same but have different
spellings and can be confused with each other. The major differencesin US and
British spelling are also noted. Synonyms and antonyms (opposites) are given for
many words.



Parts of speech

abbr (abbreviation) interj (interjection) prefix

adj (adjective) modal verb prep (preposition)
adv (adverb) noun pron (pronoun)
article plural noun [adwaystakesa suffix

conj (conjunction) plura verb] verb

Symbols

The numbers 0, O, O indicate words which are commonly used, from 0 = the
most basic and essential, 0 = frequent and useful to know, to 0 = starting to
develop awider vocabulary.

[ ] before anew part of speech

before examples

before a phrase or collocation

before an idiom

an explanation of the word will be found at the place indicated
extrainformation will be found at the place indicated

o o0 e

Pronunciation

The following symbols have been used to show the pronunciation of the main
words in the dictionary.

Stress has been indicated by a main stress mark (' ) and a secondary stress
mark (, ). Note that these are only guides, as the stress of the word changes
according to its position in the sentence.

Vowels Consonants

® back b buck

a: harm d dead

D stop a other

ar type d3 jump

au how f fare

aro hire g gold

auvo hour h head

o1 course j yellow

o1 annoy k cab

e head 1 leave

ed fair m mix

el make n nil

eu go i) sing

31 word p print

it keep r rest

i happy S save

9 about I shop

I fit t take

19 near tf change

u annual 0 theft

u: pool v value

¥ book w work

[$2) tour X loch

A shut 3 measure
z zone



A

a /et/, A noun the first letter of the alphabet,
followed by B O Do you mean ‘pendant’
spelt with an ‘a’ or with an ‘e’? o from A to
Z completely, all the way through

a /o, e1/, an /on, &n/ article 1. one O an
enormous hole O a useful guidebook O She’s
bought a new car. O I want a cup of tea. O
We had to wait an hour for the bus. 2. for
each or to each O Apples cost 50p a kilo. O
The car was travelling at 50 kilometres an
hour. O He earns £100 a day. (NOTE: an is
used before words beginning with a, e, i, o,
u and with h if the h is not pronounced: an
apple or an hour. a is used before words
beginning with all other letters and also be-
fore u where u is pronounced /ju:/: a useful
guidebook)

A&E abbraccident and emergency

aback /o'bak/ adv o taken aback sur-
prised and shocked by something unpleasant
O She was somewhat taken aback when he
told her there was no train that evening.
abacus /'&bokos/ noun an object used for
counting, consisting of a frame with balls
which can be moved on bars

® abandon /o'bendon/ verb 1. to leave
someone or something without help O The
crew abandoned the sinking boat. Synonym
desert 2. to give up or stop doing something
O The company has decided to abandon the
project. O We abandoned the idea of setting
up a London office.

abandoned /o'bandond/ adj no longer
used or lived in

abandonment /o'bandonmont/ noun 1.
the act or process of giving someone or
something up 2. the act or process of leaving
someone or something without help. Syn-
onym desertion
abashed /o'ba|t/
embarrassed

abate /o'bert/ verb to become less strong or
forceful (formal). Synonym decrease
abattoir /'abotwa:/ noun a place where
animals are killed for meat. Synonym
slaughterhouse

abbey /'&bi/ noun 1. a place where a com-
munity of Christian monks or nuns live 2. a
large church O Westminister Abbey

adj ashamed or

abbreviate /o'briviert/ verb 1. to shorten
a word by leaving out some of the letters 2. to
shorten a piece of writing by leaving out part
of it. Synonym cut

abbreviated /o'bri:viertid/ adj shortened
by having something left out

abbreviation /obrirvi'erf(e)n/ noun a
shortened form of a word. Compare
acronym

ABC /et bi: 'sit/ noun the alphabet (NOTE:
The name comes from the first letters of the
Roman alphabet.) o it’s as easy as ABC it’s
very easy

abdicate /'zbdikert/ verb to give up the
position as king or queen of a country
abdication /,&bdi'kerf(o)n/ noun the act
of giving up the position of king or queen of
a country

abdomen /'zbdoman/ noun the space in
the front part of your body, containing the
stomach and other organs

abdominal /&b'domin(o)l/ adj referring to
the abdomen

abduct /xb'dakt/ verb to take someone
away, usually by force. Synonym kidnap
abduction /xb'dakfon/ noun the act of
taking someone away, usually by force. Syn-
onym kidnap

aberrant /x'berant/ adjnot usual or as ex-
pected (formal). Synonym abnormal. Ant-
onym normal

aberration / &ba'rerf(a)n/ noun an action
or thing which is not usual or expected. Syn-
onym abnormality

abet /o'bet/ verb to encourage or help
someone to do something wrong or illegal
(formal) iy aid (NOTE: abetting — abetted)
abhorrence /ab'horans/ noun a feeling of
hatred or horror (formal)

abhorrent /ob'horont/ adj horrible or dis-
gusting (formal)

abide /o'bard/ verb o to abide by to follow
rules or customs O You must abide by the
rules of the game. O We have to abide by the
decision of the referee. O to abide by a
promise to keep a promise

abiding /o'bardiy/ adj lasting a long time
(formal). Synonym enduring. Antonym
transient



ability

@ ability /o'biliti/ noun 1. the force or ca-
pacity to do something O She has many abili-
ties but singing isn’t one of them. (NOTE: The
plural in this meaning is abilities.) o I’ll do
it to the best of my ability I’ll do it as well
as [ can 2. the fact of being clever O a person
of great or outstanding ability

abject /'zbdzekt/ adj (formal) 1. very bad
O abject poverty 2. making you feel ashamed
O an abject apology O abject terror

ablaze /a'bleiz/ adv 1. on fire O Thirty
hectares of trees were ablaze. 2. shining
brightly O At midnight the house was still
ablaze with lights.

@ able /'etb(9)l/ adj 1. (NOTE: In this sense,
able is only used with to and a verb.) o to
be able to do something to be capable of
something or have the chance to do some-
thing O They weren't able to find the house.
o will you be able to come to the meeting?
can you come to the meeting? 2. being strong
enough or clever enough to do something O
He’s a very able general.

able-bodied /,e1b(o)l 'bodid/ adj fit and
healthy

ably /'e1bli/ adv in a very competent or effi-
cient way. Synonym capably

abnormal /e&b'norm(a)l/ adj not normal.
Synonym irregular. Antonym normal
abnormality /,abno:'meliti/ noun 1. the
state of being abnormal 2. something which
is abnormal (NOTE: The plural is abnormali-
ties.)

abnormally /zb'noimoli/ adv in a way
which is different from normal

aboard /a2'bo:d/ adv, prep on a ship or ve-
hicle O The passengers went aboard the
‘Queen Elizabeth’ at 10 p.m. O When the
ship docked, customs officers came aboard to
inspect the cargo. O all aboard! everyone
get on, please!

abode /o'boud/ noun the place where
someone lives (literary) Synonym home o of
no fixed abode with no permanent address
(formal)

abolish /a'bolif/ verb to get rid of some-
thing such as a law or right

abolition /,&ba'lif(o)n/ noun the act of
abolishing something such as a law or right.
Synonym elimination

abominable /o'bominob(d)l/ adj very
bad. Synonym dreadful

abominably /o'bominabli/ adv in a horri-
ble way

Aboriginal /,&bs'ridzon(o)l/ adj referring
to Aborigines B noun same as Aborigine
Aborigine /zba'rid3mi/ noun an Austra-
lian who is a member of the peoples who
lived in Australia before Europeans arrived.
Also called Aboriginal

abrasive

abort /o'bo:t/ verb 1. to stop something tak-
ing place 2. to perform an abortion on a foe-
tus 3. (of a woman) to have an abortion or
miscarriage

abortion /o'bo:f(a)n/ noun the ending of a
woman’s pregnancy before a live infant can
be born

abortive /o'bo:itiv/ adj attempted without
success. Synonym unsuccessful. Antonym
successful

abound />'baund/ verb o to abound in or
with to be full of something (formal) O The
forests abound in game.

@ about /o'baut/ prep 1. referring to some-
thing O He told me all about his operation. O
What do you want to speak to the doctor
about? 2. O to be about to do something to
be going to do something very soon O We
were about to go home when you arrived. 3.
approximately O I've been waiting for about
four hours. O She’s only about fifteen years
old. o how about, what about what do you
think about (informal) © We can’t find a new
chairperson for the club — what about Sarah?
0 how about a cup of tea? would you like a
cup of tea? o while you’re about it at the
same time as the thing you are doing O While
you're about it, can you post this letter? m
adv in various places O There were papers
lying about on the floor. O There is a lot of
flu about during the winter months.
about-turn /obaut'tsin/, about-face
/abaut'fers/ noun 1. an order to soldiers to
turn to face in the opposite direction 2. an act
of changing your plans or policy to the oppo-
site of what you did before. Synonym U-turn
@ above /2'bav/ prep 1. higher than O The
plane was flying above the clouds. O The
temperature in the street was above 30 de-
grees. O At prices above £2.00, nobody will
buy it. 2. older than O If you are above 18,
you have to pay the full fare. 3. louder than O
1 couldn’t hear the telephone above the noise
of the drills. 4. 0 they’re living above their
means they’re living more extravagantly
than they can afford m adv earlier on in a
book or higher up on a page O See the section
on computers on page 25 above. B noun O
the above the people mentioned earlier in a
text O All the above have passed the test.
above board /o,bav 'bo:d/ adj openly
honest and legal

abrasion /o'brerz(o)n/ noun 1. the action
of rubbing off the surface of something 2. an
area of skin damaged by rubbing against
something hard O There were cuts and abra-
sions all over her legs.

abrasive /o'breisiv/ adj 1. rude and impa-
tient in dealing with people 2. which rubs
away a surface B noun a substance which
rubs away a surface O Avoid using abrasives
to clean this surface.



abreast

abreast /o'brest/ adv 1. side by side 2. O
to keep abreast of something to keep up to
date with something O She wants to keep
abreast of the latest developments in cancer
therapy.

abridge /o'brids/ verb to shorten a text
such as a book or play

abridged /o'bridzd/ adj shortened by re-
moving parts of a text

abridgement /o'bridzment/ noun a short-
ened form of a text such as a book or play

@ abroad /o'bro:d/ adv in or to another
country O They've gone abroad on holiday.
O Holidays abroad are more and more popu-
lar. Synonym overseas

abrupt /o'brapt/ adj 1. sudden 2. using few
words and not being very polite

abruptly /o'braptli/ adv 1. suddenly, with-
out giving any warning 2. briefly and
impolitely

abruptness /a'braptnas/ noun 1. the fact
of happening suddenly 2. the fact of using
few words and not being very polite
abscess /'&bses/ noun a collection of pus
in the body. Synonym boil (NOTE: The plural
is abscesses.)

abscond /ob'skond/ verb 1. to leave
somewhere suddenly and secretly (formal) 2.
to escape from prison (formal)

abseil /'ebse1l/ verb to come down a cliff
or wall using a fixed rope wound around your
body

@ absence /'«bsons/ noun 1. the fact of
being away from a place O She did not ex-
plain her absence from the meeting. O The
former president was sentenced in his ab-
sence. O in the absence of because someone
is not there O In the absence of the chairman,
his deputy took the chair. 2. because of a lack
of something O In the absence of any town
maps we had to ask our way.

® absent adj /'&bsont/ not there m verb
/&b'sent/ O to absent yourself from to stay
away from a class or meeting deliberately
(formal)

absentee /,abson'ti:/ noun a person who
is not there

absenteeism /abs(o)n'tiziz(o)m/ noun
the act or fact of deliberately staying away
from work

absentee landlord /,&bs(o)nti: 'l&endlo:d/
noun an owner of a property who lives a long
way away and uses other people to deal with
those who live in or use it

absent-minded /,&bs(o)nt 'maindid/ adj
often forgetting things. Synonym forgetful
@ absolute /'xbsoluit/ adj complete or
total

@ absolutely /'zbsolu:tli/ adv 1. com-
pletely or totally O 7 am absolutely sure I left

absurdity

the keys in my coat pocket. 2. yes, of course
O Did you build it yourself? — Absolutely!
absolute majority /absoluit mo-
'd3priti/ noun a majority over all the others
counted together

absolve /ob'zplv/ verb to remove blame
for a sin from someone. Synonym pardon

® absorb verb /ab'zo:b/ 1. to take in some-
thing such as a liquid O The water should be
absorbed by the paper. O Salt absorbs mois-
ture from the air. 2. to make something part
of something larger © When we took over the
company we absorbed most of their staff. 3.
to learn or accept something new O When [
started my new job there was a lot of infor-
mation to absorb. 4. to reduce a shock O The
car’s springs are supposed to absorb any
shock from the road surface. m adj o ab-
sorbed in totally interested in O He was so
absorbed in his newspaper that he didn’t no-
tice that the toast had burnt.

absorbent /ob'zo:bant/ adj which can ab-
sorb something such as a liquid. Synonym
porous

absorbing /ob'zo:biy/ adj very interest-
ing. Synonym fascinating. Antonym
boring

absorption /ob'zo:pfon/ noun 1. the act
of absorbing something or of being absorbed
2. the fact of being very interested in
something

abstain /ab'stein/ verb 1. deliberately not
to do something (NOTE: You abstain from
doing something.) 2. not to vote on a matter
abstemious /ob'stiimios/ adj not drinking
or eating too much. Antonym self-indulgent
abstention /ob'stenfon/ noun 1. a person
who deliberately does not vote on a matter 2.
the act or fact of deliberately not voting on a
matter

abstinence /'xbstinons/ noun the act or
fact of deliberately not doing something, es-
pecially not drinking alcohol

abstract /'abstrakt/ adj 1. which exists
only in the mind rather then in the physical
world 2. (of arf) which does not copy things
exactly as they appear ® noun 1. something
which exists in the mind only O in the ab-
stract in a general way 2. an abstract paint-
ing O He started by painting abstracts and
then turned to portraits. 3. a short form of a
report or document O to make an abstract of
a report

abstract noun /,&bstrekt 'navn/ noun a
noun that refers to an idea or quality, e.g.
‘truth’

abstruse /xb'stru:s/ adj difficult to under-
stand. Synonym obscure

absurd /ob's3:d/ adj ridiculous
absurdity /ob's3:diti/ noun the fact of be-
ing absurd



abundance

abundance /o'bandons/ noun a large
quantity. Synonym profusion. Antonym
scarcity O in abundance in large quantities
(formal) O The fridge was full, so we had
food and drink in abundance.

abundant /o'bandant/ adj existing in large
quantities. Synonym plentiful. Antonym
scarce

abundantly /o'bandont(o)li/ adv 1. to a
very large degree 2. in large or more than
large enough quantities

@ abuse /a'bju:s/; /o'bjuiz/ noun 1. a bad

use O The minister’s action is an abuse of

power. 2. rude words O The people being ar-
rested shouted abuse at the police. 3. very
bad treatment O sexual abuse of children O
She suffered physical abuse in prison. (NOTE:
[all noun senses] no plural) m verb 1. to
make the wrong use of something O He
abused his position as finance director. 0O he
abused my confidence he took advantage of
my trust in him 2. to treat someone very
badly, usually sexually O 4s a child, she was
abused by her uncle. 3. to say rude things
about someone O The crowd sang songs
abusing the president’s wife.

abusive /o'bju:siv/ adj 1. rude and insult-
ing O an abusive letter O He had too much to
drink and became abusive. 2. treating some-
one in a violent or cruel way, or referring to a
violent and cruel situation O an abusive fa-
ther O an abusive relationship

abysmal /o'bizm(o)l/ adj extremely bad.
Synonym terrible. Antonym superb
abysmally /o'bizmali/ adv extremely
badly

abyss /o'bis/ noun 1. a deep hole (NOTE:
The plural is abysses.) 2. a horrible or
frightening situation (NOTE: no plural)

AC abbr alternating current

@ academic /,&eko'demik/ adj 1. referring
to study at a university O Members of the ac-
ademic staff received a letter from the princi-
pal. 2. only in theory, not in practice O It is
only of academic interest. ® noun a univer-
sity teacher O All her friends are academics.
academically /,&ko'demikli/ adv with re-
gard to study in general, or to teaching at a
university

academic year /,ekodemik 'jio/ noun a
period which starts in September and finishes
in August

academy /o'kedomi/ noun 1. a college
where specialised subjects are taught 2. a
secondary school in Scotland that chooses its
pupils on academic ability 3. a private soci-
ety for the study of art or science
accelerate /ok'selorert/ verb 1. to go
faster 2. to make something go faster. Ant-
onym decelerate

accessory

acceleration /ok,sela'rerf(o)n/ noun 1.
the ability to go at a faster speed 2. the action
of going at a faster speed

® accelerator /ok'selorerto/ noun a pedal
which makes a car go faster

accent /'zksont/ noun 1. a particular way
of pronouncing O He speaks with an Ameri-
can accent. 2. stress in speaking O In the
word ‘haberdashery’ the accent is on the first
syllable. 3. a mark over a letter indicating a
particular way of pronouncing it O ‘Résumé’
has two accents. 4. emphasis O The accent is
on youth unemployment.

accentuate /zk'sentfuert/ verb to put
emphasis  on  something. Synonym
emphasise. Antonym play down

® accept /ok'sept/ verb 1. to take and keep
apresent O We hope you will accept this little
gift. 2.to say ‘yes’ or to agree to something O
She accepted the offer of a job in Australia. O
1 invited her to come with us and she ac-
cepted. 3. to agree to handle something O
‘All major credit cards accepted.” O Do you
accept traveller’s cheques? (NOTE: Do not
confuse with except.)

® acceptable /ok'septob(e)l/ adj easily
accepted O A4 small gift of flowers would be
very acceptable. O The offer is not accept-
able to the vendor.

® acceptance /ok'septons/ noun 1. the
act of taking something which is offered 2.
the act or fact of agreeing to do something

® accepted /ok'septid/ adj which is taken
as correct by most people. Synonym con-
ventional. Antonym unconventional

@ access /'zkses/ noun 1. a way of getting
to a place O The concert hall has access for
wheelchairs. O At present there is no access
to the site. 2. O to have (easy) access to to be
able to get to a place or obtain something O
The company has access to substantial funds.
B verb to get information from a computer O
She tried to access the address list. Synonym
get into

access course /'zkses kois/ noun a
course of study designed to qualify someone
for higher education

accessible /ok'sestb(o)l/ adj 1. easily
reached O They live on a farm which is not
accessible by car. 2. easy to read or under-
stand O Her style of writing is quite accessi-
ble. 3. suitable for disabled people O
accessible toilets O accessible holidays
accession /ok'se[(a)n/ noun o accession
to the throne the act of becoming king or
queen O On his accession to the throne, he
took the title Alexander I11.

® accessory /ok'sesari/ noun 1. a useful
piece of equipment, added to others 2. small
items of clothing 0 had a brown silk dress
with yellow accessories had a dress worn
with items such as a yellow belt, handbag,



accident

gloves, and shoes 3. a person who helps
someone commit a crime (NOTE: The plural
is accessories.)

® accident /'&ksid(a)nt/ noun 1. an un-
pleasant thing which happens and causes
damage or injury O He missed his flight, be-
cause his bus had an accident. O She was in-
volved in a car accident and had to go to
hospital. 2. something that happens unex-
pectedly O by accident without being
planned or expected O He found the missing
papers by accident. Synonym accidentally
accidental /zkst'dent(o)l/ adj which
happens by chance O an accidental meeting
O accidental damage O His death was not
accidental. Synonym unintentional m noun
(in music) an additional sharp, flat or natural
accidentally /aksi'dent(d)li/ adv by
chance

acclaim /o'kleim/ noun great praise. Syn-
onym approval. Antonym disapproval m
verb to praise someone or something pub-
licly © She was acclaimed as the best novel-
ist of the decade. Antonym criticise
acclaimed /o'klermd/ adj much praised,
especially publicly

acclimatise /o'klaimotaiz/, acclimatize
verb (NOTE: The US term is acclimate.) o
to become acclimatised to to become used
to something O Gradually, the animals be-
came acclimatised to their new habitat. O
Did you ever become acclimatised to living
in Hong Kong?

accolade /'zkolerd/ noun a thing given to
someone as a sign of praise. Synonym
tribute

® accommodate /o'kpmadert/ verb to
provide someone with a place to live
accommodating /o'komadertiy/ adj tak-
ing trouble to help people. Synonym helpful.
Antonym uncooperative

® accommodation /okomo'derf(o)n/
noun 1. a place to live O All the available ac-
commodation in the town has been taken by
Journalists. O Visitors have difficulty in find-
ing hotel accommodation during the summer.
2. an agreement in which both sides change
their demands (formal) O He reached an ac-
commodation with his creditors.
accompaniment /a'kamp(a)nimant/
noun 1. a thing which accompanies some-
thing O They served cranberry sauce as an
accompaniment to the turkey. 2. music
played to accompany someone singing or
playing an instrument O a piece for violin
with piano accompaniment O to the accom-
paniment of while being accompanied by O
He sang a rude song to the accompaniment
of loud whistles from the audience.

@ accompany /a'kamp(a)ni/ verb 1. to go
with someone or something 2. to play a musi-
cal instrument when someone else plays or

account

sings (NOTE: accompanied by someone or
something)

accomplice /o'kamplis/ noun a person
who helps another person to commit a crime
accomplish /o'kamplif/ verb to do some-
thing successfully. Synonym achieve
accomplished /o'kamplift/ adj talented
or skilled

accomplishment /o'kamplifmont/ noun
the successful finishing of something after a
lot of work

accord /o'ko:d/ noun 1. an agreement O
with one accord with the agreement of ev-
eryone 2. O of your own accord without be-
ing ordered or forced by anyone O Of his own
accord he decided to sell the business and re-
tire to a Greek island. m verb 1. to give
something to someone as an honour 2. O to
accord with to agree with (formal) O His
way of behaving does not accord with his
principles.

® accordance /o'ko:dns/ noun O in ac-
cordance with in agreement with or follow-
ing O In accordance with your instructions
we have sold the house.

accordingly /o'ko:digli/ adv as a result of
something just mentioned

® according to /o'ko:dig tui/ prep as
someone says or writes O The washing ma-
chine was installed according to the manu-
Sfacturer’s instructions. O According to the
witness, the car was going too fast. ® adv in
relation to O The teachers have separated the
children into classes according to their ages.
accost /a'kost/ verb to approach or stop
someone in an aggressive or suggestive way
® account /o'kavnt/ noun 1. same as
bank account 2. (in a shop) an arrangement
which a customer makes with a shop to buy
goods and pay for them later O Put it on my
account or Charge it to my account. 3. 0O on
account as part of a total bill O to pay
money on account to pay partof abill 4. ol
was worried on her account I was afraid
something might happen to her O on no ac-
count not under any circumstances 5. O to
take something into account, to take ac-
count of something to consider something O
We have to take the weather into account. 6.
a story of how something happened O They
listened to his account of the journey. O by
all accounts as everyone says O By all ac-
counts, she is a very attractive woman. 7. 0O
the accounts of a business, a company’s
accounts detailed records of the money a
company receives and pays out O to keep the
accounts to write a record of money received
or paid out in a book for that purpose m verb
(formal) O to account for to explain some-
thing that has happened O He was asked to
account for all his expenditure.



accountability

accountability /o kaunto'biliti/ noun the
fact of being accountable for something
accountable /o'kauvntob(a)l/ adj having
to explain what you have done, especially
how you have spent or received money
(NOTE: You are accountable to someone
for something.)

accountancy /o'kauntansi/ noun the
study or the work of being an accountant
(NOTE: The US term is accounting in this
meaning.)

® accountant /o'kavntont/ noun a person
who deals with financial accounts. Synonym
bookkeeper

accounting /o'kauntiy/ noun the work of
recording money paid, received, borrowed or
owed

accredit /o'kredrt/ verb to make someone

an  official  representative. = Synonym
recognise

accredited /o'kredrtid/ adj given official
approval

accrue /o'krui/ verb to accumulate. Ant-
onym dwindle

® accumulate /s'kjuimjulert/ verb to
grow larger by addition. Synonym build up,
accrue

accumulation /5 kju:mju'lerf(o)n/ noun
1. the action of accumulating something 2. an
amount of something built up over time
accuracy /'zkjurasi/ noun the fact of be-
ing correct in every detail

@ accurate /'xkjurat/ adj correct in all de-
tails O Are the figures accurate? O We asked
them to make an accurate copy of the plan.
Synonym precise. Antonym inaccurate
accurately /'«kjoratli/ adv correctly
accusation / &kju'ze1f(a)n/ noun a state-
ment that someone has done wrong. Syn-
onym allegation

accusative /o'kjuizativ/ noun the gram-
matical case which shows the object of a verb
W adj in the accusative

® accuse /a'kjuiz/ verb to say that some-
one has done something wrong O The police
accused her of stealing the money. (NOTE:
You accuse someone of a crime or of doing
something.)

accusing /o'kju:zip/ adj o in an accusing
tone as if you are accusing someone of
something

accusingly /o'kju:zigli/ adv as if you are
accusing someone of something wrong
accustom /o'kastom/ verb o to accustom
yourself to something to gradually accept
that something is normal or usual O They had
to accustom themselves to working in
Swedish.

accustomed /o'kastomd/ adj normal or
usual 0 accustomed to used to O She was ac-
customed to walking her dog in the park ev-

acoustics

ery morning. O It took him some time to be-
come accustomed to driving on the right-
hand side of the road.

ace /ers/ noun 1. a playing card with one
spot 2. someone who is excellent at doing
something 3. a service in tennis which the
opponent cannot return

® ache /eik/ noun a pain that lasts for a
while. » toothache, headache. Synonym
pain m verb 1. to hurt or feel pain that lasts
for a while (formal) 2. to feel a painful de-
sire. Synonym long

® achieve /o't [i:v/ verb to succeed in do-
ing something O What do you hope to
achieve by writing to your MP? O He
achieved all his objectives. Synonym attain
@ achievement /s'tfizvmont/ noun a
thing which has been done successfully O
Coming sixth was a great achievement, since
he had never raced before. O She is exces-
sively modest about her achievements. Syn-
onym attainment

Achilles’ heel /5 kili:z 'hi:l/ noun a weak
spot where you can be hurt

Achilles’ tendon /5 kili:z 'tendon/ noun
the tendon at the back of the ankle

@ acid /'esid/ noun a chemical substance
containing hydrogen that forms a salt when
combined with an alkali, and turns litmus pa-
per red. Antonym alkali m adj sour O the
acid taste of lemons. Synonym acidic
acidic /o's1dik/ adj which has a sour taste.
Synonym acid

acidity /o'siditi/ noun 1. the percentage of
acid in something 2. bitter taste

acid rain /,&sid 'remn/ noun polluted rain
which kills trees

acid test / @sid 'test/ noun a test which
will show the true value of something

® acknowledge /ok'nolid3/ verb 1. to say
that something has been received 2. to accept
that something is true. Synonym admit
acknowledgement  /ok'nplidzmont/
noun 1. a reply to say that something has
been received 2. an admission that something
is true

acme /'&kmi/ noun the highest point. Syn-
onym peak. Antonym nadir

acne /'xkni/ noun spots on the skin, usually
on the face, neck and shoulders

acolyte /'zkslart/ noun 1. a person who
helps a priest during religious ceremonies 2.
a person who supports someone else, often
without criticising their behaviour or
opinions

acorn /'eiko:n/ noun the fruit of an oak tree
acoustic /o'ku:stik/ adjreferring to sound
acoustics /o'kuistiks/ plural noun the
ability to carry sound without changing its
quality O The acoustics in the concert hall
are good.



acquaint

acquaint /o'kweint/ verb 1. 0 to be ac-
quainted with someone or something have
some knowledge of someone or something
(formal) O Is he acquainted with the details
of the case? O She is acquainted with my fa-
ther. 2. to inform someone

acquaintance /o'kweintons/ noun 1.
knowledge of someone O My first acquain-
tance with him was in Hong Kong in 1997. 0
to make the acquaintance of to get to know
someone for the first time O I made her ac-
quaintance when we were at college to-
gether. 2. a person you know slightly O She
has many acquaintances in the publishing in-
dustry but no real friends.

acquiesce /xkwi'es/ verb to agree to
something without protesting about it (for-
mal). Synonym accept. Antonym resist

acquiescence /xkwi'es(o)ns/ noun
agreement  without protest. ~Synonym
acceptance

@ acquire /o'kwaro/ verb to obtain or to
get something

® acquisition /,&kwi'zif(a)n/ noun 1. the
act of acquiring something 2. a thing which
has been acquired

acquisitive /o'kwizitiv/ adj always want-
ing to acquire new things. Synonym greedy
acquit /o'kwit/ verb 1. to state formally
that someone is not guilty 2. O to acquit
yourself well to do well when trying some-
thing difficult or for the first time O She said
she had never played tennis before, but in the
event she acquitted herself very well.
acquittal /o'kwrit(a)l/ noun a decision by a
court that someone is not guilty

acre /'eika/ noun a measure of land, 4840
square yards or 0.4047 hectares (NOTE: The
plural is used with figures, except before a
noun: a farm of 250 acres or a 250-acre
farm)

acrid /'akrid/ adj with a bitter smell
acrimonious /,&kri'mounios/ adj angry
and bitter. Synonym hostile. Antonym
amicable

acrobat /'@krobat/ noun a person who
performs difficult and exciting physical
movements for the public

acrobatic /,xekro'betik/ adj 1. moving in
a difficult and exciting way, like an acrobat.
Synonym gymnastic 2. lively and energetic.
Synonym agile

acrobatics /,&kro'beetiks/ plural noun 1.
acrobatic movements 2. skills used in doing
something difficult © We enjoyed the verbal
acrobatics as they tried to explain their
actions.

acronym /'zkronim/ noun a word made
from the first letters of the name of some-
thing O NATO and AIDS are both acronyms.
Compare abbreviation

action

® across /o'kros/ prep 1. from one side to
the other © Don’t run across the road with-
out looking to see if there is any traffic com-
ing. 2. on the other side of O He called to her
from across the street. O their house is
across the street from ours it is opposite our
house m adv from one side to the other O The
river is only twenty feet across. O The stream
is very narrow — you can easily jump across.

across-the-board /5 kros 0o 'bo:d/ adj,
adv having the same effect on everyone or
everything

acrylic /o'krilik/ noun a synthetic sub-
stance used to make many products, includ-
ing fibres W adj made from acrylic

acrylic paint /o'krilik pent/ noun a paint
used by artists, made from acrylic

® act /xzkt/ noun 1. a thing which is done O
the many acts of kindness she had shown him
over the years 0 we caught him or her in
the act we caught him or her as he or she was
doing it 2. a distinct part of a play or show O
Act II of the play takes place in the garden. O
The circus has acts by clowns and wild ani-
mals. O to get your act together to organise
yourself properly (informal) O If they don’t
get their act together, they'll miss their train.
3. a law passed by Parliament O an act to ban
the sale of weapons m verb 1. to take part in a
performance such as a film or play O She’s
acted on TV many times. O He acted the part
of Hamlet in the film. 2. to do something O
You will have to act quickly if you want to
stop the fire. O She acted in a very responsi-
ble way. O to act on behalf of to do some-
thing official for someone or represent
someone O The lawyer is acting on behalf of
the old lady’s family. O to act as to do the
work of O The thick curtain acts as a screen
to cut out noise from the street. 3. to behave
O acting very strangely 4. to take effect O
How long will the drug take to act?

acting /'ektip/ adj taking the place of
someone who is absent. Synonym tempo-
rary. Antonym permanent B noun the pro-
fession of an actor

@ action /'zk[on/ noun 1. something done,
or the doing of something O What action are
you going to take to prevent accidents? 0 out
of action not working O The car has been out
of action for a week. O The goalkeeper broke
his leg and will be out of action for some
time. 2. what happens in a performance such
as a play or film O The action of the play
takes place in a flat in London. 3. an instruc-
tion to start recording a film O Camera,
lights, action! 4. a case in a law court where
someone tries to get money from someone
else O to bring an action for damages against
someone O an action for libel or a libel ac-
tion O to take legal action against someone



action-packed

to take someone to court to try to get money
from him or her

action-packed /'zkfon pekt/ adj with a
large number of exciting events

action replay /,@kfon 'riipler/ noun a
section of a sporting event which is shown
again on TV at a slower speed, so that the ac-
tion can be examined carefully

® activate /'zktivert/ verb 1. to make
something start to work 2. to start a chemical
reaction

@ active /'zktiv/ adj 1. energetic or posi-
tive O He didn’t play an active part in the at-
tack on the police station. © My grandmother
is still very active at the age of 88. 2. (of a
volcano) which is erupting or liable to erupt
O Scientists think the volcano is no longer
active. 3. O on active service, on active duty
US serving in the armed services in time of
war O He was killed on active service. 4. the
form of a verb which shows that the subject
is doing something (NOTE: If you say ‘the car
hit him’ the verb is active, but in ‘he was hit
by the car’ it is passive.)

@ actively /'&ktivli/ adv in an active way.
Synonym vigorously

® activist /'2ktivist/ noun a person who
vigorously supports a political party. Syn-
onym campaigner

@ activity /zk'tiviti/ noun 1. the act or fact
of being active O There is a possibility of vol-
canic activity. 2. something that someone
does to occupy or pass time pleasantly O
Children are offered various holiday activi-
ties — sailing, windsurfing and water-skiing.
(NOTE: The plural in this meaning is activi-
ties.)

activity holiday /ek'tiviti  holider/
noun a holiday taken to do a leisure activity
such as painting or rock-climbing

Act of Parliament / &kt ov 'pa:lomont/
noun a law which has been passed by
parliament

actor /'zkto/, actress /'&ktras/ noun a
person who acts in the theatre, in films, on
TV (NOTE: The plural of actress is ac-
tresses.)

@ actual /'&kt fudl/ adjreal O It looks quite
small but the actual height is 5 metres. O Her
actual words were much stronger. Antonym
imaginary o in actual fact really O In spite
of what the newspapers said, in actual fact he
did win first prize.

@ actually /'zkt [usli/ advreally O It looks
quite small, but actually it is over 5 metres
high. O He said he was ill, but actually he
wanted to go to the football match.

actuary /'zktfuori/ noun a person who
calculates insurance rates

adaptation

acumen /'zkjuman/ noun the ability to
make clever and successful decisions. Syn-
onym insight

acupuncture /'zkjupapkt[s/ noun a
medical treatment that comes from China, in
which needles are stuck through the skin into
nerve centres in order to reduce or remove
pain or to treat an illness, etc.
acupuncturist /'ekju,pankt forist/ noun
a person who practises acupuncture

acute /o'kju:t/ adj 1. (of serious illness or
pain) which starts suddenly and lasts for a
short time O a child with acute bronchitis O
The pain was very acute. Compare chronic
2. able to notice something easily O Dogs
have an acute sense of smell.

acute accent /o kju:t 'eksont/ noun a
mark sloping forwards over a vowel, indicat-
ing a change of sound

acute angle /5 kju:t 'engal/ noun an an-
gle which is less than 90°

acutely /o'kju:tli/ adv to a high degree.
Synonym very. Antonym slightly

® ad /eed/ noun an advertisement (informal)
O If you want to sell your car quickly, put an
ad in the paper.

AD abbr Anno Domini (used in dates) O
Claudius invaded Britain in 43 AD. (NOTE:
Latin for ‘in the year of our Lord’. For dates
before the birth of Christ, use BC.)

adage /'zdid3z/ noun a traditional statement
about an aspect of everyday life O According
to the old adage, ’time is a great healer’.
Synonym saying

adagio /o'da:d3ou/ noun a slow piece of
music (NOTE: The plural is adagios.)
Adam /'zdom/ noun o I don’t know him
or her from Adam I have no idea who he or
she is (informal)

adamant /'eedomont/ adj with firm opin-
ions. Synonym obstinate. Antonym
amenable

Adam’s apple /,&domz '&p(a)l/ noun a
piece of cartilage that makes a lump in the
front of the throat, which can sometimes be
seen in men

® adapt /o'daept/ verb 1. to change some-
thing to be suitable for a new situation O She
adapted the story for TV. O The car has been
adapted for disabled drivers. 2. to change
your behaviour to fit into a new situation O
We’ll all have to learn to adapt to the new
system.

adaptability /o ,depto'biliti/ noun being
able to change or be changed easily to new
situations or uses. Synonym flexibility
adaptable /o'deptob(e)l/ adj able to
change or be changed easily to deal with new
situations or uses. Synonym flexible

® adaptation /adaep'terf(o)n/ noun 1. a
change which fits new situations or uses 2.



add

something such as a film or play which has
been developed from another

@ add /ed/ verb 1. to make a total of num-
bers O If you add all these numbers together
it should make fifty. (NOTE: Adding is usu-
ally shown by the sign +: 10 + 4 =14.) 2. to
join to something else O Interest is added to

the account monthly. O Add two cupfuls of

sugar. O Put a teabag into the pot and add
boiling water. O By building the annexe, they
have added thirty rooms to the hotel. 3. to
say or to write something more O [ have
nothing to add to what I put in my letter. O
She added that we still owed her some money
for work she did last month.

added /'&did/ adj included as well as what
there is already. Synonym extra

adder /'ado/ noun a type of poisonous Eu-
ropean snake. Also called viper

addict /'&dikt/ noun a person who cannot
stop doing something

addicted /o'diktid/ adj unable to stop do-
ing something

addiction /o'dik [an/ noun the fact or state
of being unable to stop doing something.
Synonym habit

addictive /o'diktiv/ adj 1. which people
can become addicted to 2. which you can get
used to doing

® addition /o'dif(a)n/ noun 1. the action
of adding figures to make a total O You don’t
need a calculator to do a simple addition. 2.
a thing or person added O the latest addition
to the family O He showed us the additions to
his collection of paintings. 3. O in addition
as well O in addition to as well as O There
are twelve registered letters to be sent in ad-
dition to this parcel.

@ additional /o'dif(a)nal/ adj included as
well as what there is already. Synonym extra
@ additionally /o'dif(s)nali/ adv as well
as what there is already

additive /'aditrv/ noun a substance which
is added to something, especially to food to
preserve it or alter the taste or colour

® address /o'dres/ noun 1. a set of details
of the number of a house, the name of a street
and the town where someone lives or works
O What is the doctor’s address? O Our ad-
dress is: 1 Cambridge Road, Teddington,
Middlesex. 2. a formal speech O He made an
address to the Parliament. (NOTE: The plural
is addresses.) m verb 1. to write details
such as someone’s name, street and town on
a letter or parcel O That letter is addressed to
me — don’t open it! 2. to speak or write to
someone O Please address your inquiries to
the information office. O Teachers are not
normally addressed as “Sir’ in the USA. 3. to
make a formal speech to a group O The
chairman addressed the meeting. 4. to exam-
ine a problem O This is an important issue

adjoin
which must be addressed at the next meeting.
O The committee failed to address the ques-
tion of sexual harassment.
address book /o'dres buk/ noun a spe-
cial book with columns printed in such a way
that names, addresses and phone numbers
can be entered
address list /o'dres list/ noun a list of
names and addresses of people and
companies
add up /,&d 'ap/ verb 1. to put several fig-
ures together to make a total o the figures do
not add up the total given is not correct 2. O
it doesn’t add up it doesn’t make sense, it is
confusing O The story she told the police
simply did not add up.
add up to /,&d 'ap tu/ verb to make a total
of something. Synonym come to
adenoids /'zdmoidz/ plural noun small
masses of tissue in the back of the throat
adept /o'dept/ adj skilful at doing some-
thing O She’s adept at avoiding paying her
bills. Antonym inept B noun a person who is
skilful at doing something (formal)
® adequate /'zdikwot/ adj enough to ful-
fil a purpose O We don’t have adequate sup-
plies for the whole journey. O His salary is
barely adequate to support his family.
adhere /od'hio tui/ verb to attach physi-
cally to something. Synonym stick o to ad-
here to something to keep to a rule,
agreement or promise
adherent /od'hiorant/ noun a person who
supports a policy or a religion. Synonym
supporter
adhesion /od'hi:3(o)n/ noun the ability of
something to stick to something else
adhesive /od'hiisiv/ adj which sticks m
noun a substance which sticks things to-
gether. Synonym glue
ad hoc adj /&d 'hok/ arranged for a spe-
cific case O an ad hoc decision O We order
the books on an ad hoc basis. ® adv as neces-
sary, without planning in advance O [ did it
ad hoc.
ad infinitum /zd mfr'nartom/ adv for
ever. Synonym endlessly
adj, adj. abbr 1. adjective 2. adjunct
adjacent /o'dzers(o)nt/ adj very close to or
almost touching something 0 adjacent to
very near to O The house is adjacent to the
garden centre.
adjectival / adzik'tarv(o)l/ adj used like
an adjective
@ adjective /'edziktiv/ noun a word
which describes a noun O In the phrase ‘a
big black cloud’, ‘big’ and ‘black’ are both
adjectives.
adjoin /o'dzom/ verb to be close to or
touching something O adjoining rooms



adjourn

rooms which are next to each other O They
asked to be put in adjoining rooms.

adjourn /o'dz3:n/ verb to stop something
such as a meeting or court proceedings in or-
der to continue at a later time or date O let’s
adjourn to the bar let’s go on talking over a
drink in the bar

adjournment /o'd33:nmont/ noun the act
of stopping a meeting or court proceeedings
in order to continue at a later time or date
adjudicate /o'd3zu:dikert/ verb 1. to give
an official decision in a legal matter or a dis-
agreement 2. to act as a judge in a
competition

adjudication /5,dzu:dr'kerf(a)n/ noun 1.
an official decision in a legal matter or a dis-
agreement 2. the judging of a competition
adjudicator /o'dzu:dikerto/ noun 1. a
person who gives an official decision in a le-
gal matter or a disagreement 2. a person who
judges a competition

adjunct /'ad3apkt/ noun something which
is joined to something else

® adjust /o'dzast/ verb 1. to make a slight
change to something 2. o to adjust to to
change and adapt to something O How are
you adjusting to living in a tropical climate?
adjustable /o'dzastob(e)l/ adj which can
be adjusted. Synonym adaptable

® adjustment /o'dzastmont/ noun a
slight change to make something work well.
Synonym modification

ad-lib /,&d 'lib/ adj, adv spoken without us-
ing a prepared set of words O a few ad-lib re-
marks ® verb to speak without a prepared set
of words. Synonym improvise (NOTE:
ad-libbing — ad-libs — ad-libbed)

admin /'eedmimn/ noun 1. the work of ad-
ministration 2. staff dealing with administra-
tion (NOTE: singular or plural verb)
administer /od'ministo/ verb 1. to man-
age or organise something 2. to give some-
one a drug or treatment 3. 0O to administer
an oath to someone to make someone swear
an oath (formal)

@ administration /od,mini'strerf(o)n/
noun 1. the act of organising something such
as a company or office O Hospital adminis-
tration must be improved. O Who's in charge
of administration here? 2. a particular gov-
ernment O the Bush Administration 3. O the
administration of justice providing justice
® administrative /od'ministrotiv/ adjre-
ferring to administration

® administrator /od'ministrerta/ noun 1.
a ruler or governor 2. a person who runs an
organisation

admirable /'edm(o)rab(a)l/ adj which
must be approved of and praised. Synonym
praiseworthy
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adolescent

admirably /'z2dm(s)rabli/ adv to a remark-
able or excellent degree

admiral /'2dm(a)ral/ noun a high ranking
officer in a country’s navy

admiration / &dmoa're1f(a)n/ noun respect
for someone or something. Synonym regard.
Antonym disapproval

® admire /od'maro/ verb 1. to consider
someone or something with approval O a
much-admired chief minister O He was ad-
mired for his skill as a violinist. Synonym re-
spect 2. to look at someone or something
you find attractive O We admired their gar-
den. O She admired and envied their slim
figures.

admirer /od'marors/ noun a person who
loves someone or is attracted by someone.
Synonym fan

admiring /od'marorip/ adj showing that
you admire someone or something. Synonym
appreciative

admiringly /od'marorigli/ adv in an ad-
miring way

® admission /od'mif(o)n/ noun 1. the act
or fact of being allowed to go in O no admis-
sion no one can enter 2. a statement saying
that something is true

admission fee /od'mif(o)n fii/ noun a fee
paid to go into a place such as a museum or a
sports stadium

@ admit /od'mit/ verb 1. to allow someone
to go in O Children are admitted free, but
adults have to pay. O This ticket admits three
persons. 2. to say that something is true O
They admitted stealing the car. O She admit-
ted she had taken the wrong road. 3. to ac-
cept evidence in court (NOTE: admitting —
admits — admitted)

admittance /od'mitns/ noun the allowing
of someone to go into a place. Synonym
admission

admittedly /od'mitidli/ adv admitting that
this is true

admonish /od'monif/ verb to criticise or
warn someone. Synonym reprove. Antonym
praise

admonishment /od'mpnifmont/ noun a
warning given to someone (formal). Syn-
onym reprimand. Antonym approval

ad nauseam /=d 'noiziem/ adv until ev-
eryone is sick of it

ado /o'du:/ noun o without any more ado
without any more delay

adolescence /,&da'les(o)ns/ noun a pe-
riod between childhood and adulthood, be-
tween the ages of 12 and 18. Synonym teens
adolescent /axds'les(o)nt/ adj referring
to the period between childhood and adult-
hood O She teaches a class of adolescent
boys. m noun a young person between 12 and
18. Synonym teenager



adopt

@ adopt /o'dopt/ verb 1. to take someone
legally as a son or daughter O They have
adopted a little boy. 2. to take and use some-
thing O adopted an air of superiority O The
opposition parties have adopted a different
line of argument. 3. to tell all students to use
something O The book has been adopted for
use in all English classes. 4. (of a political
party) to choose a candidate O James Black
was adopted as the candidate for our
constituency.

adopted /o'doptid/ adj taken legally as
someone’s son or daughter

® adoption /o'dopfon/ noun 1. the legal
taking of someone as a son or daughter O to
put someone up for adoption to offer a
child to be adopted 2. the act of choosing an
official candidate

adoptive /a'doptiv/ adj who has or have
adopted a child as a son or daughter o adop-
tive parents or mother or father Synonym
legal. Antonym natural

adorable /o'doirob(9)l/ adj attractive and
appealing. Synonym lovable

adoration /&do're1f(o)n/ noun admira-
tion or love

adore /5'do:/ verb to like someone or some-
thing very much. Synonym love. Antonym
hate

adoring /o'doiry/ adj who or which
adores. Synonym affectionate

adorn /a'don/ verb to decorate something
with ornaments (formal)

adrenalin /o'drenalin/ noun a hormone
produced by glands in the body when a per-
son or animal is experiencing surprise, shock,
fear or excitement. It speeds up the heartbeat
and raises the blood pressure. O to get the
adrenalin going, flowing to make someone
excited and energetic O The preparation for
the great race got the adrenalin going.
adrift /o'drift/ adv 1. floating on the water
but not being guided by anyone O to cast a
boat adrift to let a boat float without control
2. not connected O It won 't work because the
wire has come adrift from the plug. 3. away
from the correct figure O I think we are about
£250 adrift in our calculations.

adroit /o'droit/ adj clever, especially in ne-
gotiating. Synonym  skilful. Antonym
clumsy

adroitly /o'drortli/ adv skilfully

ADSL abbr asymmetrical digital subscriber
line

adulation /,zdju'lerf(a)n/ noun excessive
praise. Synonym adoration. Antonym dis-
paragement

@ adult /'2dalt/ adj 1. fully grown O an
adult tiger 2. referring to mature people O
adult fiction ® noun a mature person, or a
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advantage

mature animal or plant. Synonym grown-up.
Antonym child

adult education /,&dalt edju'kerf(o)n/
noun the teaching of people over the age of
20

adulterate /o'daltorert/ verb 1. to add wa-
ter to milk or wine 2. to make something less
pure by adding an inferior substance to it
adulteration /o,dalto'rerf(o)n/ noun the
act of making something less pure. Synonym
contamination. Antonym purification
adulterer /o'daltors/, adulteress /o-
'dalt(o)ras/ noun a person who commits
adultery

adultery /o'dalt(o)ri/ noun sexual inter-
course with someone who is not your hus-
band or wife

adulthood /'zdalthud/ noun the period
when someone is adult. Synonym maturity.
Antonym childhood

adv, adv. abbr 1. adverb 2. adverbial

@ advance /ad'vains/ noun 1. a move-
ment forwards 2. O in advance earlier than
something happens O If you want to get good
seats for the play, you need to book three
weeks in advance. O You must phone well in
advance to make an appointment. 3. money
paid as a loan or as a part of a payment to be
made later ® verb 1. to go forward 2. to pay
money as a loan or as part of a later payment
3. to change a date or time for something to
an earlier one 4. to move a clock to a later
time. Synonym put forward m adj done be-
fore something happens

® advanced /ad'vainst/ adj 1. which is
studied after studying for several years O fak-
ing advanced mathematics O studying for an
advanced degree 2. which has moved for-
ward O in an advanced state of decay O the
season is well advanced the season is com-
ing to an end

advancement /od'varnsmont/ noun 1.
the act of moving something forwards 2. a
promotion in a job or organisation
advances /od'va:nsiz/ plural noun at-
tempts to be friendly with someone

® advantage /od'va:ntidz/ noun some-
thing which will help you to be successful O
Being able to drive a car is an advantage. O
Knowledge of two foreign languages is an
advantage in this job. O She has several ad-
vantages over the other candidates for the
Jjob. Synonym benefit. Antonym disadvan-
tage O to take advantage of to profit from
something O They took advantage of the
cheap fares on offer. O to take advantage of
someone to cheat someone O He took advan-
tage of the old lady. O to advantage in a way
that makes someone look perfect © Her dress
shows off her figure to advantage. O to use
something to great advantage to use some-
thing in a way which helps you win



advantageous

advantageous /advon'terdzos/ adj
likely to help or make something successful.
Synonym beneficial. Antonym disadvan-
tageous

advent /'edvent/ noun the introduction or
appearance of something new

Advent /'zdvent/ noun the period just be-
fore Christmas

adventure /od'vent o/ noun a new, excit-
ing and dangerous experience O [ must tell
you about our adventures in the Gobi desert.
Synonym escapade

adventure playground /od,ventfo
'pleigravnd/ noun a children’s playground
with objects such as climbing frames, slides
and wooden houses

adventurous /od'vent[(o)ras/ adj 1.
happy to do something risky 2. exciting and
full of adventure

@ adverb /'adv3a:b/ noun a word which ap-
plies to a verb, an adjective, another adverb
or a whole sentence O In the phrase ‘He
walked slowly, because the snow was very
thick.’ ‘slowly’ and ‘very’ are both adverbs.
adverbial /xzd'va:biol/ adj used as an
adverb

adversary /'zdvos(o)ri/ noun the person
you are fighting or opposed to. Synonym
opponent. Antonym supporter (NOTE: The
plural is adversaries.)

adverse /'&dvs:s/ adj 1. (of a wind) which
blows against you 2. (conditions) which do
not help or which go against you o adverse
balance of trade a situation where a country
imports more than it exports

adversely /'zdva:sli/ advin a bad or dam-
aging way

adversity /od'va:siti/ noun difficult times,
when you have to face all sorts of problems.
Synonym hardship. Antonym privilege

® advert /'adva:t/ noun GB same as ad-
vertisement (informal)

advertise /'xzdvataiz/ verb to make sure
that people know that something is for sale,
that something is going to happen or that a
show is on O [ sent away for a watch which 1
saw advertised in the paper. O The company
is advertising for secretaries. O Did you see
that the restaurant is advertising cheap
meals on Sundays? O there’s no need to ad-
vertise the fact there’s no need to tell every-
one something which would be better kept
secret

® advertisement /od'vs:itismont/ noun
an announcement which tries to make sure
that people know that something is for sale,
that something is going to happen or that a
show is on

advertiser /'zdvotaizo/ noun a person
who advertises something

12

aerodynamics

@ advertising /'zdvataizig/ noun the ac-
tion of making sure that people know that
something is for sale, that something is going
to happen or that a show is on O They spent
millions on the advertising campaign. O The
company has increased the amount of money
it spends on advertising. Synonym publicity
advertising agency /'xdvataizip
.erdzonsi/ noun an agency which organises
advertisements for other companies

@ advice /od'vars/ noun the saying of what
should be done O She took or followed the
doctor’s advice. O He went to the bank man-
ager for advice on how to pay his debts. O
They would not listen to the doctor’s advice.
O My grandfather gave me a very useful
piece of advice. O His mother’s advice was to
stay in bed. (NOTE: no plural: some advice;
for one item say a piece of advice)
advisable /od'vaizob(a)l/ adj which is rec-
ommended. Synonym sensible. Antonym
unwise

@ advise /od'vaiz/ verb 1. to suggest to
someone what should be done O He advised
her to put all her money into a deposit ac-
count. 2. to tell someone officially that some-
thing has happened (formal) O They advised
us that the sale of the house had been
completed.

® adviser /od'vaiza/, advisor noun 1. a
person who gives advice 2. a person who ad-
vises students on their courses and other aca-
demic matters 3. a teacher who advises
school heads and teachers on the teaching of
a specialist subject

advisory /od'vaiz(o)ri/ adj giving advice
advocacy /‘advokasi/ noun strong sup-
port for a cause or policy

advocate noun /'zdvokat/ 1. a lawyer in a
Scottish court 2. a person who strongly
supports a cause 3. a person who says that
something is a good thing ®m verb
/'@dvokert/ to say that something is a good
thing. Synonym support. Antonym oppose
aerial /'eoriol/ adj referring to the air m
noun a device for receiving radio or TV sig-
nals (NOTE: The US term is antenna.)
aerobic /ea'roubik/ adj using or needing
oxygen. Antonym anaerobic

aerobics /ea'roubiks/ noun active exer-
cises which aim to increase the amount of
oxygen taken into the body (NOTE: takes a
singular verb)

aerodrome /'earadroum/ noun a small
airport. Synonym airfield

aerodynamic /,eorouvdar'nemik/ adj re-
ferring to the movement of objects through
the air

aerodynamics /,earouvdar'nemiks/ noun
1. the science of the movement of objects
through the air (NOTE: takes a singular verb)



aeronautical

2. the way in which a machine moves
through the air (NOTE: takes a plural verb)
aeronautical /eora'noitik(a)l/ adj refer-
ring to the flying of aircraft

® aeroplane /'earoplein/ noun a machine
which flies in the air, carrying passengers or
cargo. Synonym aircraft, plane (NOTE: The
US term is airplane.)

aerosol /'esrasol/ noun 1. a can which
sprays a liquid such as an insecticide or med-
icine in the form of tiny drops 2. tiny parti-
cles of a chemical in the air

aerospace /'earouspels/ noun Earth’s at-
mosphere and space beyond it

aerospace industry /'eorouspers
Jndastri/ noun the industry involved in
making and flying aeroplanes

aesthetic /i:s'0etik/ adj pleasant, from an
artistic point of view (NOTE: The usual US
spelling is esthetic.)

aesthetically /i:s'Oetikli/ adv from an ar-
tistic point of view (NOTE: The usual US
spelling is esthetically.)

aesthetics /i:'sbetiks/ noun the science of
and study of beauty, especially in art (NOTE:
takes a singular verb. The usual US spelling
is esthetics.)

afar /o'fa:/ adv o from afar from a long
way away (formal) O Travellers came from
afar to the great market at Samarkand.
affability /,efo'biliti/ noun the state of be-
ing pleasant and easy to talk to

affable /'&fob(o)l/ adj pleasant and easy to
talk to. Synonym genial. Antonym
unfriendly

affably /'«fobli/ adv in a pleasant or
friendly way

@ affair /o'fea/ noun 1. something which is
relevant to one person or a group of people
only O That’s his affair — it’s nothing to do
with me. O It’s an affair for the police. O
She’s always sticking her nose into other
people’s affairs. O His business affairs were
very complicated. 2. a sexual relationship
with someone who is not the person’s hus-
band or wife O He's having an affair with his
boss’s wife. 3. O state of affairs general situ-
ation O the present state of affairs

@ affect /o'fekt/ verb 1. to have an influ-
ence on or change someone or something O
The new regulations have affected our busi-
ness. O Train services have been seriously af-
fected by the strike. 2. to pretend O He
affected not to notice.

affectation /&fek'terf(o)n/ noun some-
thing which someone pretends but which is
not sincere

affected /o'fektid/ adj pretended and not
sincere. Synonym pretentious

affection /o'fek[on/ noun a feeling of lik-
ing or love
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affectionate /o'fekfonot/ adj showing
love. Synonym loving

affectionately /o'fek fonotli/ advin a lov-
ing way

affidavit / a&fi'dervit/ noun a written state-
ment which is signed and sworn before a so-
licitor and which can then be used as
evidence in court

affiliatenoun /o'f1liot/ a company formally
associated with another one O We have affili-
ates in several European countries. Synonym
associate m verb /o'filiert/ to connect
something or someone to a larger group.
Synonym link

affiliated /o'filiertid/ adj connected to or
with another as an affiliate

affiliation /o fili'erf(o)n/ noun the act or
fact of Dbeing affiliated. = Synonym
association

affinity /o'finiti/ noun the fact of being
similar in character O to feel an affinity for
to feel a special link with someone or some-
thing O She feels an affinity for homeless
people.

affirm /o'fa:m/ verb 1. to state publicly that
something is true 2. to make a statement in
court that you will tell the truth, though this
is not sworn on oath

affirmation /afa'merf(o)n/ noun 1. a
statement that something is true 2. a state-
ment in court that you will tell the truth,
though this is not sworn on oath
affirmative /o'faimotiv/ adj meaning
‘yes’. Antonym negative ® noun a word or
statement meaning ‘yes’ O the answer is in
the affirmative the answer is ‘yes’

affix verb /5'fiks/ to fix something in place
(formal) O He affixed the seal to the contract.
O There is no need to affix a stamp on a pre-
paid envelope. Synonym attach. Antonym
remove B noun /'efiks/ a group of letters
added to the beginning or end of a word to
make a new word

afflict /o'flikt/ verb (of a serious problem
or illness) to make someone suffer (formal)
affliction /o'flikfon/ noun (formal) 1. an
illness affecting someone physically or men-
tally 2. something that causes distress
affluence /'zfluons/ noun wealth. Syn-
onym prosperity. Antonym poverty
affluent /'fluant/ adj very rich. Synonym
wealthy

® afford /o'fo:d/ verb to have enough
money, time or other resources to do some-
thing O We can’t afford to run a large car
these days. O He couldn’t afford the time to
take a holiday. (NOTE: only used after can,
cannot, could, could not, able to, unable
to)



affordable

affordable /5'fo:dob(a)l/ adj which can be
afforded. Synonym reasonable. Antonym
expensive

affront /o'frant/ noun an action which in-
sults someone M verb to insult someone »
Synonym (all senses) insult. Antonym
compliment

afield /o'fi:ld/ adv o far afield a long way
away O People come from far afield to visit
the grave.

afloat /o'flout/ adv 1. floating, not sinking

O She kept afloat by holding on to a piece of

wood. O Our boat was driven onto the beach
by the storm, but we managed to get it afloat
again. 2. (of a company) not in financial dif-
ficulties © I wonder how they manage to stay
afloat when the market is so difficult.

afoot /o'fut/ adv in the process of being
planned

aforementioned /o'fo:menfond/ (for-
mal) adj mentioned earlier m noun someone
or something mentioned earlier

@ afraid /o'freid/ adj 1. frightened of some-
thing O I am afraid of snakes. O He is too
afraid to climb the ladder. 2. O to be afraid
(that) to be sorry to say O I'm afraid that all
the cakes have been sold. O You can’t see the
boss — I'm afraid he’s ill. O Have you got a
pocket calculator? — No, I'm afiaid not.
afresh /o'fre[/ adv again. Synonym anew
@ African /'zfrikon/ adj referring to Africa
m noun a person from Africa

African American /,zfrikon o'mertkon/
noun an American whose ancestors came
from Africa

African Caribbean /efrikon keeri-
'bizon/ noun someone from the Caribbean
whose ancestors came from Africa

Afro- /zfrou/ prefix African, or between Af-
rica and another country

Afro-Caribbean /@frov keri'biron/
noun same as African Caribbean

aft /a:ft/ adv in the back of a ship or plane.
Antonym forward

@ after /'a:fto/ prep 1. following or next in
order to O If today is Tuesday, the day after
tomorrow is Thursday. O They spoke one af-
ter the other. O What’s the letter after Q in
the alphabet? O after you you go first O af-
ter you with the milk pass me the milk when
you have finished with it (informal) 2. later
than O We arrived after six o’clock. O We
don’t let the children go out alone after dark.
3. 0 what’s she after? what does she want?
(informal) m conj later than a time O After the
snow fell, the motorways were blocked. O
Phone me after you get home. (NOTE: after is
used with many verbs: to look after, to
take after, etc.) © after all 1. in spite of ev-
erything 2. the fact is < to be after some-
one (informal) 1. to be looking for someone
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O The police are after him. 2. to be angry
with someone O If you leave mud all over the
kitchen floor, your mother will be after you.
aftercare /'a:ftokea/ noun the care of a pa-
tient after an operation

after-effects /a:fto r'fekts/ plural noun
effects which follow after something O The
after-effects of the bomb lasted for years. O
The operation can have some unpleasant
after-effects.

afterlife /'a:ftolaif/ noun 1. life believed to
go on after death 2. a stage of life that fol-
lows a period or event

aftermath /'a:ftoma:0/ noun the period
immediately after a bad event when its ef-
fects are seen. Synonym consequence

@ afternoon /,a:fta'nuin/ noun the time
between lunchtime and the evening O He al-
ways has a little sleep in the afternoon. O
There is an afternoon flight to Paris. O I'm
playing tennis tomorrow afternoon. O Can
we meet tomorrow afternoon?

afternoon tea /a:ftonuin 'tiz/ noun a
meal eaten in the afternoon, usually with
small sandwiches, cakes and tea

afters /'a:ftoz/ noun GB a sweet course of
a meal (informal). Synonym dessert
after-sales service /,a:fto seilz 'sa:vis/
noun the maintaining of a machine by the
seller for the buyer

aftershave /'a:ftoferv/, aftershave lo-
tion /'a:ftoferv louf(e)n/ noun a lotion for
soothing a man’s face after he has shaved
aftershock /'a:ftofok/ noun a light earth
tremor felt after a major earthquake
aftertaste /'a:ftoteist/ noun 1. a taste that
continues after something has been eaten or
drunk 2. an unpleasant feeling after some-
thing has happened

afterthought /'a:ftofo:t/ noun a thing
which you only think of or do later 0 as an
afterthought showing that you have just
thought of something new O He signed the
letter and as an afterthought added a row of
kisses.

@ afterwards /'a:ftowoadz/ adv later O
We’ll have lunch first and go shopping after-
wards. (NOTE: The US term is afterward.)
@ again /a'gen/ adv 1. another time or once
more O We'd love to come to see you again.
O He had to take his driving test again. O
again and again several times O The police
officer asked the same question again and
again. 0 now and again sometimes O Now
and again I get a pain in my right elbow. 2.
back as you were before O Although I like
going on holiday, I'm always glad to be
home again.

@ against /o'genst/ prep 1. so as to touch
O He was leaning against the wall. O She hit
her head against the low doorway. 2. not as



age

someone proposes O it’s against the rules,
against the law it’s not as the rules say or the
law says O It’s against the law to drive in the
dark without lights. O You mustn’t hold the
Sfootball in your hands — it’s against the rules.
o what do you have against the plan? why
don’t you agree with the plan? O She was
against the idea of going to the cinema. 3. in
opposition to O England is playing against
South Africa tomorrow. O It’s hard cycling
uphill against the wind. 4. as part of © Can I
have an advance against next month’s
salary?

® age /e1rdz/ noun 1. the number of years
which you have lived O She is thirty years of
age. O He looks younger than his age. 0 un-
der age younger than the legal age to do
something O under-age drinkers 2. O ages a
very long time O [’ve been waiting here for
ages. O It took us ages to get served. 3. a pe-
riod in history O They found remains dating
back to the Stone Age. O The Victorian age
covered most of the nineteenth century. m
verb to look older O He has aged a lot since [
last saw him.

@ aged adj 1. /erdzd/ with the age of O a
girl aged nine O She died last year, aged 83.
2. /'erdz1d/ very old © an aged man

age group /'exd3 gru:p/ noun all the peo-
ple of a particular age. Synonym generation
ageing /'erdziy/ adj which is becoming
older (NOTE: The US spelling is aging.)
age limit /'exd3 ,limit/ noun the youngest
or oldest age at which you are allowed to do
something

@ agency /'erdzonsi/ noun an office which
represents another firm O an advertising
agency O We have the agency for Ford cars.
® agenda /o'dzenda/ noun a list of points
for discussion 0 what’s on the agenda?
what are we going to discuss?

® agent /'erdzont/ noun 1. a person who
works for or represents someone else O Our
head office is in London but we have an
agent in Paris. 2. a person or thing that
causes something O War is an agent of mass
destruction.

age of consent /,e1d3 ov kon'sent/ noun
the age at which someone can legally agree
to have sex

age-old adj, adv which has existed for a
long time

aggravate /'egrovert/ verb 1. to make
something worse 2. to annoy someone
aggravating /'xgrovertiy/ adj who or
which annoys someone (informal). Synonym
annoying. Antonym pleasing

aggregate /'agrigat/ noun 1. a total of ev-
erything added together 0 on aggregate, in
the aggregate as a final total O Liverpool
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won 7 =2 on aggregate. 2. a mixture of sand
and gravel used to make roads

® aggression /o'gre[(o)n/ noun a feeling
of anger against someone that is expressed,
especially in physical force 0 an act of ag-
gression an attack on someone

® aggressive /o'grestv/ adj ready to at-
tack someone

aggressively /o'gresivli/ adv as if want-
ing to attack someone

aggressiveness /o'gresivnas/ noun the
state of being aggressive towards someone
aggressor /o'greso/ noun a person or
country that attacks another. Synonym
attacker

aggrieved /o'griivd/ adj annoyed because
you have been badly treated

aggro /'‘agrou/ noun violent quarrelling or
disagreement

aghast /o'ga:st/ adj filled with horror and
amazement. Synonym horrified. Antonym
unaffected

agile /'zdzail/ adj that can move easily
agility /o'd31liti/ noun the fact of being ag-
ile. Antonym clumsiness

agitate /'adzitert/ verb 1. to stir up public
opinion for or against something 2. to shake a
container such as a bottle (formal)

agitated /'zdzitertid/ adj very nervous,
worried or upset and often not able to keep
still. Synonym restless. Antonym calm
agitation /,&dz1'terf(o)n/ noun 1. nervous
worry 2. struggle for change, especially po-
litical change

agitator /'edziterts/ noun a person who
stirs up political unrest. Synonym cam-
paigner

AGM abbr annual general meeting
agnostic /eg'nostik/ adj believing that no
one can know if God exists B noun a person
who believes that no one can know if God
exists. Compare atheist. Antonym believer
agnosticism /xg'nostisiz(e)m/ noun a
belief that no one can know if God exists.
Synonym doubt

® ago /o'gav/ adv in the past O He phoned
a few minutes ago. O This all happened a
long time ago. Synonym before. Antonym
ahead (NOTE: ago always follows a word
meaning time.)

agog /o'gng/ adj o all agog very eager O
They were all agog to hear her story.
agonise /'zgonaiz/, agonize verb to
spend a lot of time worrying about something
O to agonize over a decision to worry about
a decision

agonising /'agonaiziy/, agonizing adj 1.
(of pain) very sharp 2. very painful and
difficult

® agony /'zgoni/ noun extreme pain



agony aunt

agony aunt /'zgoni a:nt/ noun a person
who writes an agony column

agony column /'&geni kolom/ noun a
newspaper column giving advice on personal
problems

® agree /a2'gri/ verb 1. to say yes O Most of
the group agreed with her suggestion. O Af-
ter some discussion he agreed to our plan.
(NOTE: You agree to oron a plan.) 2. O to
agree with someone to think the same way
as someone O / agree with you that most peo-
ple drive too fast.

agreeable /o'gri:ob(o)l/ adj 1. pleasant 2.
O to be agreeable to to be in agreement with
(formal) © Are they all agreeable to the
plan?

agreeably /o'gri:abli/ adv pleasantly
agreed /o'gri:d/ adj which has been ac-
cepted. Synonym decided

® agreement /o'grirmont/ noun 1. the act
or fact of thinking the same O to reach an
agreement or to come to an agreement on
salaries O Agreement between the two sides
is still a long way off. O they are in agree-
ment with our plan they agree with our plan
O We discussed the plan with them and they
are in agreement. 2. a contract O fo draw up
or to draft an agreement O We signed an
agreement with the Italian company.

@ agricultural /,&gri'kalt[(o)ral/ adj re-
ferring to agriculture

agricultural labourer /agrikalt[oral
'letb(e)ra/ noun a person who does heavy
work on a farm

@ agriculture /'egrikaltfo/ noun the
practice of growing crops or raising animals
on farms. Synonym cultivation

aground /a'graund/ adv stuck on sand or
rocks, not afloat O the ship ran aground,
went aground the ship hit sand or rocks

® ah /a:/ interj showing surprise ® noun an
act of saying ‘ah!” O The audience let out
‘oohs’ and ‘ahs’ as they watched the lion
tamers. A verb )y um

aha /a:'hai/ interj showing that something
has been discovered, especially expressing
satisfaction or excitement

® ahead /o'hed/ adv in front O Our team
was losing, but now we are ahead again. O
Run on ahead and find some seats for us. O
You need to go straight ahead, and then turn
left. O full steam ahead! go forwards as fast
as possible O to draw ahead to become the
leader in a race

ahoy /a'hot/ interj used by sailors to call an-
other ship

Al abbr 1. artificial insemination 2. artificial
intelligence

@ aid /erd/ noun 1. help O aid to Third
World countries O aid worker 2. O in aid of
to help O We give money in aid of the Red
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Cross. O They are collecting money in aid of
refugees. 0 what’s all this in aid of? what’s
all the fuss about? (informal) 3. a device
which helps O He wears a hearing aid. O
Food processors are useful aids in the
kitchen. O to help someone or a process. Ant-
onym thwart o to aid and abet someone to
help someone to commit a crime

aide /e1d/ noun a person employed to assist
someone important. Synonym assistant
AIDS /e1rdz/ noun a viral infection which
breaks down the body’s immune system O a
clinic for people with AIDS Full form ac-
quired immune deficiency syndrome
ailing /'erlip/ adj 1. sick 2. in financial
difficulties

ailment /'erlmont/ noun an illness, though
not generally a very serious one

@ aim /exm/ noun what you are trying to do
O His aim is to do well at school and then go
to university. O One of our aims is to in-
crease the speed of service. Synonym goal m
verb 1. to plan to do something O We aim to
go on holiday in June. 2. to point a weapon at
something O He was not aiming at the target.
aimless /'‘eimlos/ adj without any particu-
lar plan. Antonym purposeful

aimlessly /'eimloasli/ adv without any par-
ticular plan

ain’t /eint/ contraction is not, has not, have
not (informal) O It ain’t fair. O He ain’t fin-
ished yet.

@ air /ea/ noun 1. a mixture of gases, mainly
oxygen and nitrogen, which cannot be seen,
but which is all around us and which every
animal breathes O His breath was like steam
in the cold air. O He threw the ball up into
the air. 2. a method of travelling or sending
goods using aircraft 3. a little tune O She
played an air by Bach. 4. an appearance or
feeling O There was an air of gloom over the
meeting. B verb to freshen a room or clothes
by giving them more air O Let’s open the
windows to air the room.

air bag /'es baeg/ noun a bag in a car which
inflates when there is an accident and pro-
tects the driver or passenger

airbase /'eabeis/ noun a military airfield
airborne /'eabo:n/ adj 1. carried in the air
2. carried by an aircraft

air-conditioned /'eo kon,dif(o)nd/ adj
having the temperature controlled by an
air-conditioner

air-conditioner /'eo kon,dif(a)na/ nouna
device which filters and cools the air in a
room

air-conditioning /'eo  kon,dif(o)nig/
noun a system of controlling the temperature
in a place such as a room or a train

@ aircraft /'‘eokra:ft/ noun a machine
which flies in the air O The passengers got



aircraft carrier

ten aircraft. Synonym aeroplane (NOTE:
The plural is aircraft: one aircraft, six air-
craft.)

aircraft carrier /'eokra:ft keario/ noun a
large ship in a navy, which has a large flat
deck where aircraft can land and take off
airfare /'eafesa/ noun what it costs for a
journey in an aircraft

airfield /'eofi:ld/ noun a small, usually mil-
itary, airport. Synonym airstrip

air force /'es fais/ noun a country’s mili-
tary air organisation

air freshener /'es fref(a)na/ noun a sub-
stance which makes the air in a room smell
fresh and clean

air hostess /'es ,haustas/ noun a woman
flight attendant (dated)

airing cupboard /'ecorig kabod/ noun a
warm cupboard where clothes can be aired
airless /'ealos/ adj without any air. Syn-
onym stuffy

air letter /'es |leto/ noun a special sheet of
thin blue paper which when folded can be
sent by airmail without an envelope

airlift /'ealift/ noun an emergency trans-
porting of something by air m verb to trans-
port someone or something by air in an
emergency O The climbers were airlifted to
safety. Synonym fly

@ airline /'eslain/ noun a company which
runs air services O He'’s an airline pilot. O
The airline has been voted the most popular
with business travellers.

airliner /'eslaino/ noun a large aircraft that
carries passengers

® airmail /'eomeil/ noun a way of sending
letters or parcels by air B verb to send letters
or parcels by air O We airmailed the docu-
ments to New York.

airman /'eaman/ noun a man who serves in
an air force (NOTE: The plural is airmen.)
airplane /'earplein/ noun US an aeroplane
@ airport /'eapo:t/ noun a place where air-
craft land and take off © You can take the un-
derground to the airport. O We are due to
arrive at Heathrow Airport at midday.
airport tax /'eopoit taeks/ noun a tax
added to the price of an air ticket to cover the
cost of running an airport

air raid /'es rerd/ noun an attack by mili-
tary aircraft

airship /'eaf1p/ noun a large balloon driven
by an engine

airsickness /'easiknos/ noun the feeling
of being sick while in an aircraft. Synonym
travel sickness

airspace /'easpers/ noun the air above a
country

airstream /'eostrizm/ noun a flow of air in
a particular direction
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into the aircraft. O The airline has a fleet of

alarmed

airstrip /'eastrip/ noun a small runway
airtight /'estart/ adj which does not allow
air to get in or out

air time /'eo tarm/ noun 1. the amount of
time that is given to a programme or subject
in radio or TV broadcasting 2. the time at
which a programme or item is to be broadcast
air traffic controller /es 'treefik kon-
,trovla/ noun a person on land who gives in-
structions for the movements of aircraft as
they land or take off

airwaves /'eaweivz/ plural noun 1. O on
the airwaves on the radio (old) O His was a
familiar voice on the airwaves in the 1950s.
2. the way in which radio signals move
through the air

airway /'eawe1/ noun 1. a name given to an
airline 2. a passage for air

airworthiness /'ea,ws:0inas/ noun the
safety of an aircraft for use

airy /'eari/ adj 1. full of fresh air 2. vague
and not likely to be put into practice (NOTE:
airier — airiest)

airy-fairy /,eari 'feori/ adj not possible to
put into practice (informal) Synonym vague
aisle /ail/ noun 1. a gangway between seats
in something such as a plane, theatre or
church 2. a gangway between shelves in a su-
permarket 3. a side part of a church (NOTE:
Do not confuse with isle.)

aisle seat /'ail siit/ noun a seat which is
next to an aisle

ajar /o'dza:/ adj slightly open

aka abbr also known as

akin /o'kin/ adj o akin to similar to O She
experienced a sensation akin to burning on
her skin.

a la carte /& le 'ka:t/ adv, adj made of
several dishes ordered separately from a
menu

alacrity /o'lekriti/ noun speed o with
alacrity fast

@ alarm /a'la:m/ noun 1. a loud warning O
An alarm will sound if someone touches the
wire. O to raise the alarm to warn everyone
of danger O it was a false alarm it was a
wrong warning 2. the fact or feeling of being
afraid O The expression on his face increased
her alarm. O There’s no cause for alarm, the
injection won't hurt at all. m verb to frighten
someone O I don’t want to alarm you, but the
police say a dangerous criminal has been
seen in the village. Synonym worry. Ant-
onym calm

alarm bells /s'laim belz/ plural noun an
indication that something unpleasant or dan-
gerous will happen

® alarm clock /o'la:m klok/ noun a clock
which rings a bell to wake you up

alarmed /o'la:md/ adj worried and fright-
ened. Synonym worried
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alarming /o'laxmiy/ adj frightening. Syn-
onym disturbing. Antonym soothing
alarmist /o'laimist/ noun someone who
makes people feel frightened or worried
when they do not need to m adj which makes
people feel frightened or worried when they
do not need to O an alarmist report

alas /a'lees/ interj showing sadness O He
died in the war, alas. O Alas, there is no time
left to continue the discussion.

albatross /'@lbotros/ noun a very large
white sea bird which flies for long distances
(NOTE: The plural is albatrosses.)

® albeit /o:1'bizt/ conj although

albino /xl'binou/ noun an animal or per-
son born with pale skin, white hair, and pink
eyes (NOTE: The plural is albinos.)

® album /'&lbom/ noun 1. a large book 2. a
collection of songs on a CD, cassette or
record

® alcohol /'xlkahpl/ noun a substance in
drinks such as beer or wine, that can make
people drunk O They will not serve alcohol to
anyone under the age of 18.

alcoholic /,xlka'holik/ adj referring to al-
cohol. Synonym intoxicating m noun a per-
son who depends on alcohol as a drug
alcoholism /'elkoholiz(o)m/ noun the
condition of depending on drinking alcohol
regularly

alcove /'zlkouv/ noun a part of the wall of
a room which is set back. Synonym recess
® ale /e1l/ noun a type of British beer, espe-
cially bitter beer, but not lager

alert /o'l3:t/ adj 1. able to think clearly 2.
watching carefully ® noun news that some-
thing dangerous is happening or going to
happen O a flood alert. Synonym warning O
to be on the alert to watch out for something
W verb O to alert someone to to warn some-
one of something O She was alerted to the
dangers of smoking.

@ A Level /'e1 lev(o)l/ noun an examina-
tion taken by pupils aged 17 or 18 O If you
pass your A Levels, you can go on to higher
education. Full form advanced level
alfresco /xl'freskou/ adj in the open air.
Synonym outdoor. Antonym indoor (NOTE:
Do not confuse with fresco.)

algae /'zld3i:/ noun very small plants liv-
ing in water or in wet conditions which have
no stems or roots or leaves

algebra /'®ld3ibra/ noun a type of mathe-
matics where letters are used to represent
quantities

algebraic /&ld3r'brenk/ adj referring to
algebra

algorithm /'algorid(o)m/ noun a plan for
working out a complicated calculation

alias /'eilios/ adv also known as O John
Smith, alias ‘The Bulldog’ m noun a different
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name that is not the person’s own. Synonym
assumed name (NOTE: The plural is
aliases.)

alibi /'&libal/ noun a claim that a person
charged with a crime was somewhere else
when the crime was committed

alien /'eilion/ adj foreign, from another
country. Synonym unfamiliar m noun a per-
son who is from a foreign country

alienate /'e1lionert/ verb 1. to make some-
one feel unfriendly 2. to make someone not
want to support you

alienated /'eilionertid/ adj not feeling in-
cluded or welcome, especially in society at
large

alight /o'latt/ verb to get off a vehicle (for-
mal) m adj on fire

align /o'lain/ verb 1. to arrange in line with
2. O to align yourself with to decide on a
similar policy to another country O The three
neighbouring states aligned themselves with
France.

alignment /s'lainmont/ noun 1. a row O
out of alignment not parallel O [ think the
front wheels are out of alignment. 2. an
agreement between people on the same side
of an argument. » realignment

alike /a'laik/ adj very similar. Antonym dif-
ferent ®m adv in a similar way O My sister
and I just don’t think alike. O The change will
affect rich and poor alike.

alimentary canal /zl1,ment(o)ri ko'nael/
noun the tube by which food goes into the
stomach, and passes through the body
alimony /'alimoni/ noun money paid regu-
larly by someone to a wife or husband they
are no longer married to

@ alive /a'larv/ adj 1. not dead © He was
still alive when he was rescued, even though
he had been in the sea for hours. O When my
grandfather was alive, there were no super-
markets. (NOTE: not used in front of a noun:
the fish is alive but a live fish.) 2. o alive
to knowing and understanding O alive with
full of 3. lively O The fishing village is rather
dead during the day time, but really comes
alive at night.

alkali /'lkolar/ noun a substance which re-
acts with an acid to form a salt and water
(NOTE: The British English plural is alkalis,
but American English is alkalies.)

alkaline /'zlkolain/ adj containing more al-
kali than acid

@ all /2:1/ adj, pron 1. everything or every-
one O They all or All of them like coffee. O
All trains stop at Clapham Junction. O Did
you pick all (of) the tomatoes? O Where are
all the children? O let’s sing the song all to-
gether everyone should sing at the same
time 2. o fifteen all (in tennis) fifteen points
each m adv 1. completely O The ground was
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all white after the snow fell. O I forgot all
about her birthday. 2. 0 all by yourself all
alone O You can’t do it all by yourself.
O I'm all by myself this evening — my girl-
friend’s gone out. O He drove the lorry all by
himself. <> all along right from the beginning
< all but almost < all in (informal)1. tired
out 2. including everything < all over 1. ev-
erywhere over something 2. finished 3.
everywhere

Allah /'zlo/ noun the Muslim name for God
allay /o'ler/ verb to calm something. Syn-
onym dispel. Antonym stimulate

all day /o:1 'der/ adv for the whole day O
1t’s been raining hard all day.

allegation / &lo'gerf(a)n/ noun the sug-
gestion that someone has possibly done
something wrong

allege /a'leds/ verb to suggest that some-
one may have done something wrong. Syn-
onym claim

alleged /a'led3d/ adj suggested. Antonym
confirmed

allegedly /o'led31dli/ adv as has been sug-
gested, but not proved

allegiance /o'lird3(o)ns/ noun the fact of
being loyal. Synonym loyalty. Antonym
disloyalty

allegorical /,xli'gorik(o)l/ adj referring to
allegory. Synonym metaphorical. Antonym
literal

allegory /'zlog(o)ri/ noun a painting or
story where the characters represent ideas or
are symbols of something else. Synonym
parable

allegro /o'legrouv/ adv, adj (in music)
played fast

allergen /'elodzon/ noun a substance
which produces an allergic reaction
allergic /o'13:d31k/ adj suffering from or
referring to an allergy < to be allergic to 1.
to react badly to a substance O Many people
are allergic to grass pollen. O She is allergic
to cats. 2. to dislike something or someone
very much (informal) O He is allergic to jazz.
O She is allergic to men with beards.
allergy /'zlad3i/ noun a bad reaction to a
substance

alleviate /o'lizviert/ verb to make less pain-
ful. Synonym ease

® alley /'li/ noun a narrow little street

® alliance /o'larons/ noun a formal agree-
ment between two or more groups or
countries

@ allied /'&laid/ adj 1. joined in an alliance
2. O allied to combined with O His poor
health allied to his age means that he will not
be able to run the marathon.

alligator /'zligeito/ noun a large reptile
like a crocodile, found in the southern parts
of the United States
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all-important /o:l im'po:tont/ adj very
important or necessary

all-inclusive /o:1 m'klu:siv/ adj that in-
cludes everything. Synonym comprehen-
sive

all-in rate /,o:1 i 'rert/, all-in price /,5:1
in ‘'prais/ noun a price which covers
everything

alliteration /s lito're1f(a)n/ noun the prac-
tice of using words which begin with the
same sound to make special effects in poetry

all-night /'o:1 nait/ adj lasting, open or
available throughout the night, or throughout
a specific night

@ allocate /'xlokert/ verb to give some-
thing out to various people

® allocation /,zlo'ke1[(9)n/ noun the pro-
cess of giving something as a share

allot /a'lot/ verb to give something to some-
one as a share of something (NOTE: allotting
— allotted)

allotment /5'lotmont/ noun 1. the process
of giving out money 2. a piece of land which
belongs to a local council and which can be
rented for growing vegetables

all-out /,o:1 'aut/ adj total, involving a lot of
work. Synonym maximum. Antonym
half-hearted

@ allow /a'lav/ verb 1. to let someone do
something O She allowed me to borrow her
book. © Smoking is not allowed in the restau-
rant. O You are allowed to take two pieces of
hand luggage onto the plane. 2. to give O We
will allow you a discount. 3. to agree or to ac-
cept legally O to allow a claim for damages o
to allow for something to provide a certain
amount of time or money for something O to
allow 10% extra for postage and packing O
Allow 28 days for delivery.

allowable /o'lavob(a)l/ adj which can be
allowed. Synonym permissible. Antonym
unacceptable o allowable expenses ex-
penses which are allowed against tax

® allowance /s'lavons/ noun 1. money
paid regularly 2. something which is allowed
3. an amount of money which you are al-
lowed to earn without paying tax 4. O to
make allowances for to take something into
account O You must make allowances for his
age.

alloy /'&lor/ noun a mixture of metals m
verb to mix metals O You alloy copper and
zinc to get brass.

all-purpose /o:1 'p3:pas/ adj which can be
used in many different situations. Antonym
specialised

@ all right /o:1 'rart/ adj well O She was ill
yesterday but is all right now. ® interj mean-
ing ‘yes’ (NOTE: OK and no problem are
often used in this meaning.)



all-round

all-round adj able to do many things well,
or useful in a number of different ways, not
specialised ® adv 1. considering everything
2. for, from or involving everyone
all-rounder /5:1 'raunda/ noun a person
who is good at anything

all-star /'o:lsta:/ adj with many stars or ce-
lebrities. Antonym unknown

all-time /'o:ltaim/ adj biggest, best, worst,
etc. ever (informal) Antonym insignificant
allude /o'luid/ verb o to allude to some-
thing to refer to something in an indirect way
O He alluded to it in his speech, without giv-
ing any details.

allure /o'luo, 9'ljud/ noun a mysteriously
attractive quality. Synonym attraction m
verb to attract someone O Allured by the high
salary  offered,  he  answered  the
advertisement.

alluring /o'lvorty, o'ljuoriy/ adj very at-
tractive. Synonym appealing. Antonym
repulsive

allusion /o'luiz(9)n/ noun referring indi-
rectly to something. Synonym reference
alluvial /o'luzvial/ adjleft behind by rivers
® ally noun /'zlal/ a person or country
which is on the same side. Synonym friend
(NOTE: The plural is allies.) m verb /a'la1/ o
to ally yourself with or to someone to join
forces with someone O The unions have al-
lied themselves with the opposition.
almighty /o:I'maiti/ adj very powerful,
very loud ®m noun o the Almighty God O We
pray to the Almighty every day that they find
our daughter alive.

almond /'a:xmand/ noun 1. a type of nut 2.
same as almond tree

almond tree /'‘axmond trii/ noun a tree
which produces almonds

@ almost /'o:lmoust/ adv nearly © London
is almost as far from here as Paris. O She’s
almost as tall as I am. O She’ll eat almost
anything. O Hurry up, it’s almost time for the
train to leave. Synonym nearly

aloft /o'loft/ adv high in the air. Antonym
below

® alone /a'loun/ adj with no one else O She
lives alone with her cats. O He was all alone
in the shop. O We don’t let the children go
out alone after dark. o 1 want to talk to you
alone I want the two of us to talk in private m
adv O to leave someone alone not to disturb
someone O Leave that cat alone and come
and have your tea.

@ along /a'loy/ prep 1. by the side of O He
has planted fruit trees along both sides of the
garden path. O The river runs along one side
of the castle. 2. from one end to the other O
She ran along the pavement. O Walk along
the street until you come to the post office. ®
adv o to get along with someone to agree
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with or to work well with someone O She
doesn’t get along very well with her new
boss.

® alongside /slpy'said/ prep at the side of
O The ship was tied up alongside the quay. ®
adv so as to be beside or level with
something O We had stopped at a red light
when a police car pulled up alongside. Syn-
onym abreast

aloof /o'luif/ adj quiet, private and un-
friendly to other people m adv 0O to keep
yourself aloof, to stand aloof from to keep
separate from, not to get involved with other
people O They kept themselves aloof from the
rest of the crowd.

aloud /s'lavd/ adv in a voice which can be
heard

alpha /'zlfo/ noun the first letter of the
Greek alphabet, or a mark showing the best
results. Symbol o

alphabet /'zlfobet/ noun a series of letters
in order, e.g. A, B, C, etc. O G comes before
H in the alphabet. O If you're going to
Greece on holiday, you ought to learn the
Greek alphabet.

alphabetical / zlfo'betik(o)l/ adj refer-
ring to the alphabet O in alphabetical order
in order of the first letter of each word O The
words in the dictionary are in alphabetical
order. O Sort out the address cards into al-
phabetical order of their names.
alphabetically / zlfo'betikli/ adv in al-
phabetical order

alphabetise /'zlfobetaiz/, alphabetize
verb to put words into alphabetical order, es-
pecially automatically

alpine /'zlpain/ adjreferring to high moun-
tains, especially the Alps. Synonym moun-
tainous m noun a plant which grows on or
originally comes from high mountains

@ already /o:l'redi/ adv 1. before now or
before the time mentioned O ['ve already
done my shopping. O It was already past ten
o’clock when he arrived. 0 1 have seen that
film already I have seen that film before 2.
sooner than expected O Have you finished
your work already?

alright /o:1'rait/ adj, adv another spelling
of all right

Alsatian /x1'se1f(o)n/ noun a type of large
dog, often used as a guard dog. Also called
German shepherd

® also /'a:lsau/ adv too, in addition O She
sings well and can also play the violin. O
They came to visit us, and their children also
came.

altar /'o:1to/ noun a table for important ob-
jects in religious ceremonies, especially in a
church o to lead someone to the altar to
marry someone, especially a woman O
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Grandfather led his wife to the altar when he
was only 22 years old.

® alter /'o:lto/ verb to become or make
something different. Synonym change
(NOTE: Do not confuse with altar.)

® alteration /,o:lta'rerf(a)n/ noun an act
of becoming different or of making some-
thing different. Synonym change, modifi-
cation

altercation /,o:1to'kerf(9)n/ noun a verbal
disagreement. Synonym argument
alternate adj/o:1't3mot/ every other one m
verb /'a:ltanert/ to keep changing from one
particular position or state to another
alternately /o:1't3:notli/ adv with one first
and then the other. Antonym consecutively
alternating current /'ailtonertiy
'karont/ noun an electric current which
changes direction all the time, as opposed to
direct current which flows in one direction.
Abbr AC. Compare direct current

@ alternative /o:1'tamnotv/ adj 1. in place
of something else O If the plane is full, we
will put you on an alternative flight. 2. fol-
lowing a different way from usual ®m noun
something which takes the place of some-
thing else O Now that she’s got measles, do
we have any alternative to calling the holiday
off? O there is no alternative there is noth-
ing else we can do

alternative energy /o1l t3matrv
'enad3zi/ noun energy produced by the sun,
the sea or the wind

alternatively /o:l'tamotivli/ adv on the
other hand

alternative medicine /ol t3mativ
'med(a)sin/ noun the treating of diseases by
means such as herbal medicines which are
not usually used by doctors

alternator /'siltonerts/ noun a device
which produces alternating current

@ although /2:1'dau/ conj in spite of the
fact that O Although it was fireezing, she
didn’t put a coat on. O I've never been into
that shop although I've often walked past it.
altimeter /'@ltimi:ts/ noun an instrument
for measuring height above sea level

® altitude /'@ltitju:d/ noun height above
sea level

altitude sickness /'zltitju:d ,siknos/
noun a condition caused by lack of oxygen
because of being at a high altitude, as when
you are on a mountain

alto /'&ltou/ noun 1. a high singing voice of
a man or boy 2. a man or boy with a high
voice (NOTE: The plural is altos.)

@ altogether /,5:1ta'geds/ adv 1. taking
everything together O The food was £10 and
the drinks £5, so that makes £15 altogether.
O The staff of the three shops come to 200 al-
together. 2. completely O He's altogether a

ambassador

happier man since he got married. O Their
situation is altogether different from ours.
altruistic / ltru'tstik/ adj not selfish.
Synonym unselfish. Antonym selfish
aluminium /&lo'mmiom/ noun a sil-
ver-coloured metal which is extremely light
(NOTE: The US spelling is aluminum.)
alumnus /5'lamnoas/ noun US a male stu-
dent who used to attend a university or col-
lege or high school. Synonym graduate
(NOTE: The plural is alumni /o'lamnar/.)

@ always /'o:lwerz/ adv 1. every time O
She is always late for work. O Why does it al-
ways rain when we want to go for a walk? 2.
all the time O It’s always hot in tropical
countries. 3. frequently, especially when
someone finds it annoying O She’s always
asking me to lend her money.

Alzheimer’s disease /'xltshaimoz di-
,zi1z/ noun a disease of the brain that leads to
memory loss that gets worse and worse

® am /om, &m/ v be

® a.m. /'e1 'em/ adv before midday O I have
to catch the 7 a.m. train to work every day. O
Telephone calls made before 6 a.m. are
charged at the cheap rate. (NOTE: a.m. is
usually used to show the exact hour and the
word o’clock is left out. The US spelling is
A.M.)

amalgam /o'melgom/ noun a mixture, es-
pecially the mixture used by dentists to fill
holes in teeth

amalgamate /o'melgomert/ verb to com-
bine together. Synonym merge
amalgamation /5, malgo'merf(o)n/ noun
the act of combining together

amass /o'mas/ verb to collect a lot of
money, information or things. Synonym
accumulate

amateur /'zmoto, 'emoatfua/ noun 1. a
person who is not paid to play his or her sport
2. a person who does something because he
or she likes doing it ® adj 1. not paid 2. the
practice of doing something for enjoyment
rather than to earn money

amateurish /'emotorif/ adjnot done well
or in a professional way

amaze /a'meiz/ verb to surprise someone
very much. Synonym astonish

amazed /o'meizd/ adj very surprised. Syn-
onym astonished

amazement /o'meizmeont/ noun great sur-
prise. Synonym astonishment

® amazing /o'meiziy/ adj 1. very surpris-
ing O It was amazing that she never sus-
pected anything. 2. extremely interesting and
unusual O It was an amazing experience,
sailing down the Nile.

ambassador /zm'basoda/ noun a person
who is regarded as a representative or a sym-
bol of something
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amber /'&embo/ adj yellow-orange coloured
m noun 1. a yellow to dark brown substance,
which can be used for making jewellery 2. an
orange traffic light

ambidextrous /,@mbi'dekstros/ adj able
to use either the right or left hand equally
well

ambience /'@mbians/ noun the character
and general feeling of a place. Synonym
atmosphere

ambient /'embiont/ adj which surrounds.
Synonym surrounding

® ambiguity /,&mbr'gju:iti/ noun the fact
of having two meanings. Antonym clarity
(NOTE: The plural is ambiguities.)
ambiguous /&m'bigjuss/ adj having two
meanings and therefore not being clear. Syn-
onym vague

ambition /zm'bi[(o)n/ noun a wish to be-
come great, rich or famous, or to do some-
thing special O His great ambition is to ride
on an elephant.

ambitious /zm'bifos/ adj with high aims
ambivalence /ezm'bivolons/ noun the
state of not being sure about something. Syn-
onym uncertainty

ambivalent /&zm'bivalont/ adj not sure or
decided. Synonym unsure

amble /'emb(a)l/ verb to walk in a relaxed
way without hurrying. Synonym stroll. Ant-
onym dash

® ambulance /'@mbjulons/ noun a van
which carries sick or injured people O When
she fell down the stairs, her husband called
an ambulance.

ambush /'@mbu/ noun a surprise attack
by people who have been hiding O The en-
emy lay in ambush beside the path. (NOTE:
The plural is ambushes.) m verb to wait
hidden and attack someone by surprise »
Synonym (all senses) trap

ameba /o'mi:ba/ noun another spelling of
amoeba

amelioration /o, mi:lia're1f(a)n/ noun the
process of becoming better. Synonym im-
provement. Antonym deterioration

amen /a:'men, er'men/ interj meaning ‘let
this be so’ used at the end of Christian
prayers O I say amen to that I agree with
that

amenable /o'miinab(a)l/ adj easy-going,
not difficult. Synonym agreeable 0 amena-
ble to new ideas willing to accept new ideas
® amend /o'mend/ verb to change for the
better. Synonym alter

® amendment /o'mendmont/ noun 1. a
change intended to make something better 2.
a change to a law or proposal

amends /o'mendz/ noun o to make
amends for something to compensate, e.g.
for an injury
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amenity /o'miiniti/ noun a feature that
makes a place attractive, enjoyable or com-
fortable to be in

® American /o'mertkon/ adj referring to
the United States ® noun a person from the
United States

American football /o,merikon 'futbo:l/
noun a type of football played in the United
States (NOTE: The US term is simply foot-
ball; soccer is used in US English to refer
to what is simply football in British English.)
American Indian /o,merikon 'mdion/
noun (dated) a Native American B adj refer-
ring to Native Americans

Americanise /o'merikonaiz/, American-
ize verb to take on or give someone or some-
thing qualities which are associated with the
United States

American War of Independence /»-
;mertkon wo: ov ,indi'pendons/ noun a
war from 1775 to 1786 between the Ameri-
can colonies and Britain, by which the colo-
nies became independent and formed the
United States

amethyst /'@mobist/ noun a purple stone
from which jewellery can be made

amiable /'eimiob(e)l/ adj friendly and
pleasant

amicable /'emikab(a)l/ adj done in a
friendly way. Synonym friendly

amicably /'emikobli/ adv in a friendly
way

amid /o'mid/ prep in the middle of
amidships /o'midfips/ adv in the middle
of a ship

amidst /o'midst/ prep in the middle of
amino acid /o,mi:nou 'e&sid/ noun one of
the chemicals that combine to make protein.
Humans are only able to produce some
amino acids in their bodies, so others have to
be absorbed from food.

amiss /o'mis/ adv, adj o something is
amiss something is wrong, there is a problem
O They checked the engine, but nothing
seemed to be amiss. 0 don’t take it amiss
don’t be annoyed

ammonia /o'mounid/ noun a strong poi-
sonous gas or liquid used in cleaning
products

ammunition /&mju'nif(a)n/ noun ob-
jects such as bombs and bullets, which can be
fired from weapons (NOTE: no plural)
amnesia /em'ni:zio/ noun a medical state
when you forget everything

amnesty /'emnasti/ noun a period during
which criminals will not be punished
amniotic fluid / @mniotik 'fluzrd/ noun
the liquid surrounding a baby before it is
born

amoeba /o'mi:ba/, ameba /o'mi:ba/ noun
a living thing which consists of a single cell
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(NOTE: The plural is amoebas or amoebae
/a'mi:biz/.)

amoebic /o'mi:bik/ adj caused by an
amoeba

amok /o'mok/ adv o to run amok to be-
have in a frighteningly uncontrolled way
among /o'map/ prep in addition to other
people or things

amoral /er'moral/ adj not caring about
right and wrong. Synonym unprincipled
amorous /'amoras/ adj showing sexual
love. Synonym ardent. Antonym dis-
passionate

amorphous /2'mo:fas/ adj with no partic-
ular shape

® amount /o'maunt/ noun a quantity of
something such as money O The amount in
my bank account has reached £1,000. O This
make of car uses by far the least amount of
petrol. O a certain amount some O The
storm did a certain amount of damage.

® amount to /o'maunt tu:/ verb 1. to
make a total of 2. O to amount to the same
thing to mean the same, to be the same O
Whether he took cash or free holidays, it all
amounts to the same thing.

amp /ezmp/ noun a piece of equipment
which can make sounds louder
ampersand /'emposand/ noun a printing
sign (&) meaning ‘and’

amphetamine /em'fetomiin/ noun a
drug which is supposed to increase the user’s
energy levels

amphibian /zm'fibion/ noun an animal
that lives both in water and on land
amphibious /em'fibios/ adj living both in
water and on land

amphitheatre /'&mfi010to/ noun 1. a cir-
cular Greek or Roman theatre 2. a
semi-circular lecture hall (NOTE: [all senses]
The US spelling is amphitheater.)

ample /‘&mpol/ adj large enough. Syn-
onym enough, sufficient. Antonym
insufficient

amplification /@mplifi'keif(a)n/ noun
1. the process of making a sound louder 2. a
more detailed explanation

amplifier /'zmplifais/ noun a piece of
equipment which makes sound louder
amplify /‘emplifai/ verb 1. to make a
sound louder 2. to explain something in more
detail

amputate /'@mpjutert/ verb to cut off an
arm, leg, finger or toe

amputation /,&@mpju'terf(e)n/ noun cut-
ting off an arm, leg, finger or toe

amuse /o'mjuiz/ verb 1. to make someone
laugh 2. to make the time pass pleasantly O
to amuse yourself to play or get pleasure
from what you are doing O The children
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amused themselves quietly while their par-
ents talked.

amused /o'mju:izd/ adj thinking that some-
thing is funny. Antonym annoyed o to keep
someone amused to keep someone inter-
ested and happy O This jigsaw will keep the
children amused for hours.

amusement /o'mju:zmont/ noun 1. plea-
sure 2. O to someone’s amusement making
someone laugh O Much to her amusement,
the band played ‘Happy Birthday to you!’
amusement arcade /o'mju:zmont a:-
kerd/ noun a place with machines for play-
ing games

amusement park /o'mjuizment pa:k/
noun an open-air park with various types of
entertainment. Synonym funfair

amusing /o'mju:ziy/ adj funny. Synonym
entertaining

@ an/on, &n/pa

anachronism /o'nakroniz(e)m/ noun a
thing which is out of date and does not be-
long to the present time. Synonym relic
anachronistic /o,naekra'nistik/ adj not
fitting the period when a play or film is
supposed to take place. Antonym con-
temporary

anaconda /@na'konda/ noun a large
snake from South America, which winds it-
self round its food before eating it

anaemia /o'niimio/ noun a condition
where the level of red blood cells is less than
normal (NOTE: The US spelling is anemia.)
anaemic /o'niimik/ adj 1. having anaemia
2. looking weak and pale (NOTE: [all senses]
The US spelling is anemic.)

anaerobic / @na'roubik/ adj not needing
oxygen to exist. Antonym aerobic
anaesthesia /,&nos'0i:zio/ noun the loss
of feeling after being given an anaesthetic
(NOTE: The US spelling is anesthesia.)
anaesthetic /xnos'Oetik/ noun a sub-
stance given to a patient to remove feeling,
so that he or she can have an operation with-
out feeling pain (NOTE: The US spelling is
anesthetic.)

anaesthetise /o'ni:sOotaiz/, anaesthe-
tize verb to give a patient an anaesthetic
(NOTE: The US spelling is anesthetize.)
anaesthetist /o'ni:sOatist/ noun a person
whose job is to give patients anaesthetics
(NOTE: The US term is anesthesiologist.)
anagram /'znogram/ noun a word or
phrase containing the letters of another word
or phrase in a different order, e.g. ‘Cathy’ is
an anagram of ‘yacht’

anal /'em(a)l/ adjreferring to the anus
analgesic /,&nl'd3i:zik/ adj killing pain m
noun a painkilling drug. Synonym painkiller
analogous /o'nzlogos/ adj similar. Ant-
onym different
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® analogy /o'n&lodzi/ noun a similarity
between two things. Antonym contrast o to
draw an analogy between to show how two
things are similar O He drew an analogy be-
tween raising children and growing plants.
analyse /'&nolaiz/, analyze verb to exam-
ine closely and scientifically

@ analysis /o'nzlosis/ noun a close exam-
ination of the parts or elements of something
O job analysis O to make an analysis of the
sales or a sales analysis O to carry out an
analysis of the market potential (NOTE: The
plural is analyses /o'nelisi:z/.)

analyst /'znalist/ noun 1. a person who
carries out analyses 2. a doctor who is trained
in psychoanalysis

analytical /&no'litik(o)l/ adj examining
something in detail

anarchic /o'na:kik/, anarchical /o-
'na:kikl/ adj without any law or order
anarchist /'&nokist/ noun a person who
tries to destroy a government by violent
means, without planning to replace it in any
way. Synonym revolutionary

anarchy /'znoki/ noun a lack of law and
order, because the government has lost con-
trol or because there is no government
(NOTE: no plural)

anathema /o'na&bomo/ noun a thing which
you dislike very much o it’s anathema to

her she dislikes it very much O His way of

teaching is anathema to the older teachers.
anatomical /,&no'tomik(a)l/ adj referring
to the structure of the body

anatomy /o'n@tomi/ noun 1. the structure
of the body or of part of the body 2. a de-
tailed examination (NOTE: plural in sense 1
and 2 is anatomies) 3. the study of the
structure of the body 4. your own body
ancestor /'znsesta/ noun a member of a
family who has been dead for a long time
ancestral /en'sestral/ adj referring to a
family over many generations

ancestry /'®nsestri/ noun your family go-
ing back over a long period. Synonym lin-
eage O she is of French ancestry originally
her family came from France

anchor /'&pkos/ noun a large metal hook
which holds a ship in place o to drop anchor
to let an anchor fall to the bottom of the sea
to hold a ship steady O The ship dropped an-
chor in the bay. m verb 1. (of a ship) to drop
an anchor to stay in the same place 2. to hold
something firmly in position

anchorman /'&nkoman/ noun the main
presenter on a TV news show. Synonym
newsreader

anchovy /'@ntfovi, @n'tfouvi/ noun a
small, very salty fish (NOTE: The plural is
anchovies.)

Anglican

@ ancient /'emnfont/ adj very old O She’s
studying ancient history. O He was riding an
ancient bicycle.

ancillary workers /@n'silori ,w3:ikoz/
plural noun staff such as cleaners or class-
room helpers who work with professional
people in hospitals or schools

® and /on, and, &nd/ conj used to join two
words or phrases O All my uncles and aunts
live in the country. O The children were run-
ning about and singing. O Come and sit down
next to me. (NOTE: and is used to say num-
bers after 100: seven hundred and two
(702).)

andante /xzn'denti/ adv, adj (in music)
played fairly slowly

anecdotal /&nik'douvt(s)l/ adj coming
from stories of individual people. Synonym
subjective. Antonym objective
anecdotal evidence /@nikdout(a)l
'evid(o)ns/ noun evidence which comes in
the form of stories told by individual people
anecdote /'@nikdout/ noun a usually hu-
morous story based on something which has
taken place

anemone /2'nemani/ noun a small flower
anew /o'njui/ adv again (formal)

angel /'eind3ol/ noun 1. a heavenly being
2. a sweet, kind person 3. a person who pro-
vides money for a theatre production
angelic /&n'dzelik/ adj 1. very beautiful 2.
appearing to be kind and good. Synonym an-
gelic. Antonym wicked

® anger /'@ngo/ noun the feeling of being
very annoyed O [ felt no anger, only great
disappointment. Synonym annoyance. Ant-
onym calmness B verb to make someone
annoyed O Her lateness angered him. Syn-
onym annoy. Antonym pacify

angina /en'd3amos/ noun severe pains in
the centre of the chest, caused by not enough
blood being supplied to the heart muscles

® angle /'&pgal/ noun 1. a corner between
two lines O She planted the tree in the angle
of the two walls. O at an angle to not straight
or upright in relation to O The bookcase is at
an angle to the wall. 2. a point of view O
What’s the government’s angle on the story?
angle bracket /,&ngol 'brekit/ noun a
printed symbol < or >, used around text, es-
pecially in instructions for a computer
angle for /'engol foi/ verb to try to get
something 0 he was just angling for com-
pliments he was trying to get someone to say
nice things about him

angler /'engla/ noun a person who goes
fishing for pleasure

Anglican /'epglikon/ adj referring to the
Anglican Church B noun a member of the
Anglican Church
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Anglican Church /'&pglikon tfa:tf/
noun the Protestant church which is the offi-
cial religion of England, with the Queen as
its head, and other similar churches in other
countries. Also called Church of England
angling /'ggliy/ noun the sport of catch-
ing fish with a rod

Anglo- /xnglou/ prefix English, between
England and another country

angrily /'epgrili/ adv in an angry way

® angry /'®ngri/ adj upset and annoyed,
and sometimes wanting to harm someone O
When the cashier still hadn’t arrived at mid-
day the boss got angrier. O The shopkeeper is
angry with the children because they broke
his window. O He gets angry if the post is
late. O I am angry that the government is do-
ing nothing to prevent crime. Synonym an-
noyed. Antonym calm (NOTE: angrier —
angriest)

angst /epst/ noun great worry about life.
Synonym anguish. Antonym happiness
anguish /'engwif/ noun great mental suf-
fering. Synonym suffering. Antonym con-
tentment (NOTE: no plural)

anguished /'‘zggwift/ adj showing or
feeling great suffering. Antonym content
angular /'zpgjoule/ adj 1. with sharp cor-
ners 2. with sharp-looking bones

® animal /'enim(a)l/ noun a living thing
that moves independently O [ love animals
about the house — we have two dogs and
three cats as pets. O The football crowd be-
haved like animals. (NOTE: animal may in-
clude humans in scientific contexts.) m adj
referring to animals O the fans’ animal
behaviour

animated /'nimeitid/ adj full of life and
energy. Synonym energetic

animation /,&eni'meif(a)n/ noun 1. being
lively 2. the process of making animated
films

animosity /@ni'mositi/ noun a strong
feeling of dislike towards someone

ankle /'znkal/ noun the part of the body
where your leg joins your foot

ankle sock /'znkol sok/ noun one of a
pair of short socks

annex /a'neks/ verb to take possession of
land which belongs to another state. Ant-
onym cede

annexation / @nek'se1[(o)n/ noun attach-
ing one country to another

annexe /'zneks/ noun 1. a less important
building attached to another building 2. a
document attached to another document
(NOTE: [all senses] The US spelling is an-
nex.)

annihilate /o'narolert/ verb to destroy
something completely
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annihilation /o,nara'lerf(o)n/ noun total
destruction. Antonym protection

® anniversary /,&ni'vais(d)ri/ noun the
same date as an important event that hap-
pened in the past

annotate /'znatert/ verb to add notes to a
text. Synonym gloss

annotation / &na'te1f(a)n/ noun 1. the ac-
tion of adding notes to a text 2. a note added
to a text

@ announce /o'nauns/ verb to say offi-
cially or in public O He announced his resig-
nation. O She announced that she would be
standing for parliament. Synonym proclaim
® announcement /o'navnsmant/ noun a
statement made in public O The managing di-
rector made an announcement to the staff. O
There were several loudspeaker announce-
ments concerning flight changes.
announcer /o'navnsa/ noun a person who
reads the news or announces programmes on
radio or TV. Synonym presenter

® annoy /2'no1/ verb to make someone feel
angry or impatient. Synonym irritate. Ant-
onym please

annoyance /o'norons/ noun a feeling of
being annoyed. Synonym irritation. Ant-
onym pleasure 0O to someone’s annoyance
so that someone is annoyed O I took both sets
of keys home with me, much to his
annoyance.

® annoyed /o'noid/ adj slightly angry or
impatient O He was annoyed with his neigh-
bour who had cut down one of his trees. O 1
was annoyed to find someone had stolen my
mobile phone. O We came back from holiday
to find some very annoyed letters from the
gas company. Antonym pleased

® annoying /o'no1y/ adj making you an-
gry O [ find it very annoying that the post
doesn’t come before 10 o’clock. © How an-
noying! I've got to go back to the shop be-
cause 1 forgot to buy some milk. O The baby
has an annoying cough which won’t go
away. Synonym maddening. Antonym
pleasing

® annual /'znjual/ adj happening once a
year O The village fair is an annual event. O I
get annual interest of 6% on my savings ac-
count. Synonym yearly ® noun 1. a plant
which grows from a seed and produces its
flowers and dies, all in the same year O We
will put tall plants at the back of the flower-
bed and annuals in front. 2. a book which is
published each year O the Beano annual
annually /'&njusli/ adv every year
annuity /o'njuiiti/ noun an amount of
money paid to someone each year. Synonym
pension (NOTE: The plural is annuities.)
annul /o'nal/ verb 1. to stop something hav-
ing a legal effect 2. to end a marriage by stat-
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ing that it is not legal (NOTE: annulling —
annulled)

annulment /o'nalmont/ noun the ending
of a marriage or a contract by stating that it
does not exist

anode /'@noud/ noun a positive terminal
on a piece of electrical equipment

anoint /o'nomt/ verb to put oil onto a per-
son as part of a religious ceremony
anomaly /o'nomali/ noun an unusual
thing. Synonym irregularity (NOTE: The
plural is anomalies.)

anon /o'non/ abbr anonymous
anonymity /@na'nimiti/ noun the hiding
of your real name

anonymous /o'nonimoas/ adj without stat-
ing a name

anorak /'enorak/ noun 1. a warm water-
proof jacket, sometimes with a hood (NOTE:
The US term is windbreaker or parka.) 2.
someone who is too interested in a particular
subject, especially one that seems unfashion-
able or dull to other people (informal)
anorexia /,zna'reksio/ noun a condition
caused by an extreme fear of becoming fat
and marked by ill health as a result of not eat-
ing enough

anorexic /,&noa'reksik/ adj referring to or
affected by anorexia

® another adj, pron 1. one more © I'd like
another one of those cakes, please. © Would
you like another drink? 2. a different one O
He’s bought another car. O She tried on one
dress after another, but couldn’t find any-
thing she liked. » each other, one another
® answer /'airnsa/ noun a reply, letter or
conversation after someone has written or
spoken to you, asking you a question O [
phoned his office but there was no answer. O
Have you had an answer to your letter yet? O
in answer to as a reply to O [ am writing in
answer to your letter of October 6th. m verb
1. to reply, to speak or write words to some-
one who has spoken to you or asked you a
question O He never answers my letters. O
When he asked us if we had enjoyed the meal
we all answered ‘yes’. 2. O to answer the
phone to speak and listen to a telephone
caller O When I called, it was his secretary
who answered the phone. O to answer the
door to open the door when someone knocks
or rings O He jumped out of the shower and
answered the door dripping wet with a towel
round his waist.

answerable /'a:ns(a)rab(a)l/ adj o to be
answerable to someone for something to be
responsible to someone for your actions O
The manager is answerable to the directors
for the smooth running of the office.
answer back /,ainso 'bek/ verb to speak
to someone in a rude way. Synonym retort
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@ answerphone /'a:nsofoun/ noun a ma-
chine which answers the telephone automati-
cally when someone is not in the office or at
home, and allows messages to be recorded
ant /znt/ noun a small insect that lives in
large groups

antagonise /@n'tzgonaiz/, antagonize
verb to make someone feel angry or impa-
tient. Synonym provoke. Antonym mollify
antagonism /an'tegoniz(o)m/ noun a
strong feeling of dislike towards someone
antagonistic /en, tago'nistik/ adj dislik-
ing someone very much. Synonym aggres-
sive. Antonym friendly o antagonistic to or
towards something very much against
something O The demonstrations against
fox-hunting just show how antagonistic these
people are to the idea. O You would never be-
lieve how antagonistic she was towards my
plan.

antarctic /en'ta:ktik/ adj referring to the
areca round the South Pole m noun o the
Antarctic the area round the South Pole
ante- /&nti/ prefix before

antecedent / @nt1'si:d(o)nt/ noun some-
thing that existed earlier but is similar to
what exists now

antedate /,@nt1'deit/ verb 1. to put an ear-
lier date on a cheque 2. to happen or exist
earlier than something else

antelope /'@ntiloup/ noun an African deer
which can run very fast (NOTE: usually no
plural: a herd of antelope)

antenatal /,@nti'neit(o)l/ adj before birth
antenna /®n'tena/ noun 1. a tube on the
head of an insect, used to feel things (NOTE:
The plural is antennae /en'teni:/.) 2. a per-
son’s ability to know something without be-
ing told (NOTE: The plural is antennae
/@n'tenii/.) 3. a piece of equipment for re-
ceiving radio or TV signals (NOTE: The plu-
ral is antennae /e&n'teni:/. Note that British
English also uses aerial.)

anthem /'&nbom/ noun a song for a group
of singers

anther /'&nba/ noun the part of a flower
that carries pollen

anthology /xn'6plad3i/ noun a collection
of stories or poems (NOTE: The plural is an-
thologies.)

anthrax /'en0Oreks/ noun a serious disease
of cows and sheep, which can be caught by
people

anthropoid /'2nfropord/ noun an ape
which is like a human m adj similar to a
human

anthropological /&nbropa'lnd3ik(a)l/
adj referring to the study of people and their
cultures

anthropologist /,&n0ro'polodzist/ noun
a scientist who studies people and culture
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anthropology /,&nfra'polodszi/ noun the
study of people and culture (NOTE: no plural)
anti- /eenti/ prefix against

antibiotic / entibar'vtik/ adj killing bac-
teria O She’s taking a new antibiotic drug. m
noun a substance which kills bacteria

® antibody /'@ntibodi/ noun a natural
substance produced by the body to fight dis-
ease (NOTE: The plural is antibodies.)

® anticipate /xn'tisipert/ verb 1. to act
because you see something is about to hap-
pen 2. to expect something to happen

® anticipation /en,tist'perf(o)n/ noun 1.
excitement because you expect that some-
thing will happen 2. O in anticipation of be-
cause you expect something to happen O We
closed our shop in anticipation of riots after
the football match.

anticlimax /,&nti'klarmaks/ noun a feel-
ing of disappointment when something does
not turn out as expected. Synonym letdown.
Antonym climax (NOTE: The plural is anti-
climaxes.)

anticlockwise /,@nti'klokwaiz/ adv, adj
in the opposite direction to the hands of a
clock O an anticlockwise movement O He
was driving anticlockwise round the ring
road when the accident took place. (NOTE:
The US term is counterclockwise. The op-
posite is clockwise.)

antics /'@ntiks/ plural noun funny or silly
behaviour O the antics of the clowns in the
circus O The students’ antics cost them their
places at university.

anticyclone /nti'satkloun/ noun an
area of high pressure usually associated with
fine dry weather in summer and fog in win-
ter. Compare cyclone

antidepressant / entidi'pres(o)nt/ noun
a drug that is used to treat a person suffering
from depression

antidote /'zntidout/ noun 1. a substance
which balances the effect of a poison 2.
something which balances a bad influence
antifreeze /'@ntifri:z/ noun a liquid put in
the engine of a car to prevent it from freezing
in cold weather

antigen /'zntidzon/ noun a substance
which produces antibodies

antihistamine /&nti'histomiin/ noun a
drug which controls the effects of an allergy
antipathy /&n'tipabi/ noun strong dislike
(NOTE: no plural)

antipodean /@n,tipa‘diton/ adj referring
to or coming from Australia or New Zealand
antiquated /'@ntikwertid/ adj very old
and out-of-date. Antonym modern

antique /en'ti:k/ adj old and valuable O an
antique Chinese vase B noun a valuable old
object
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antiquities /en'tikwitiiz/ plural noun old
objects from ancient times

antiquity /en'tikwiti/ noun ancient times
O lost in the mists of antiquity very, very
old O The source of the drama is lost in the
mists of antiquity.

anti-Semitic /,&nti so'mitik/ adj showing
hate towards Jewish people

® antiseptic /,&nt1'septik/ adj preventing
infection from bacteria O an antiseptic dress-
ing O She gargled with an antiseptic mouth-
wash. ® noun a substance which prevents
infections from developing or spreading
antisocial /,&nti'souf(9)l/ adj unfriendly,
not wanting to meet other people O antiso-
cial hours work outside the normal hours of
work O In this job, you may have to work an-
tisocial hours.

antisocial behaviour / @&ntisou[(9)l bi-
'hervja/ noun bad or unpleasant behaviour in
public

antithesis /&n't10as1s/ noun the exact op-
posite of something. Antonym epitome
(NOTE: The plural is antitheses /&n-
't109si:z/.)

antlers /'&ntloz/ plural noun the horns of a
deer O Deer grow new antlers each summer
and then shed them in the winter.

antonym /'antonim/ noun a word which
means the opposite of another word. Ant-
onym synonym

anus /'emnas/ noun the opening at the end
of the rectum, through which solid waste
matter passes from the body (NOTE: The plu-
ral is anuses.)

anvil /'envil/ noun 1. a block on which
pieces of hot metal can be placed to shape
them 2. one of the three little bones in the
middle ear

® anxiety /ep'zaroti/ noun 1. nervous
worry about something 2. the state of being
keen to do something

® anxious /'&pk[as/ adj 1. nervous and
very worried about something O She’s anx-
ious about the baby. 2. keen to do something
O The shopkeeper is always anxious to
please his customers.

@ anxiously /‘zpk[asli/ adv in a nervous
worried way

® any /'eni/ adj, pron 1. it doesn’t matter
which O I'm firee any day next week except
Tuesday. O I don't like any of the paintings in
the exhibition. 2. a quantity O Have you any
money left? O Is there any food for me? O
Would you like any more to eat? O Will any
of your friends be there? 3. 0O not...any none
O There isn't any food left — they 've eaten it
all. © Can you lend me some money? — sorry,
I haven't got any. m adv O net...any not
even a little more (used to emphasise com-
paratives) O He can’t cycle any faster. O



anybody

She’s been in hospital for two weeks and isn’t
any better. O Can’t you sing any louder?

® anybody /'enibodi/ pron same as
anyone

® anyhow /'enihav/ adv 1. in a careless
way 2. same as anyway

® any more /en1'mo:/, anymore adv O
not ... any more no longer O We don’t go
there any more.

anyone /'eniwan/ pron any person at all O
anyone else any other person O Is there any-
one else who can’t see the screen? 0 we did-
n’t meet anyone we knew we met no one we
knew O hardly anyone came to the meeting
very few people came to the meeting

® anyplace /'eniplers/ adv US same as
anywhere (informal)

@ anything /'enifiy/ pron 1. it does not
matter what O You can eat anything you
want. O Our dog will bite anything that
moves. 2. (in questions, negatives) some-
thing O Did you do anything interesting at
the weekend? O Did you hear anything make
a noise during the night? O Has anything
happened to their plans for a long holiday? O
Do you want anything more to drink? o he
didn’t eat anything he ate nothing 3. a
particular thing 0 hardly anything almost
nothing O Hardly anything was saved from
the wreck. 4. 0 like anything very strongly o
it’s raining like anything it’s pouring down
with rain 0 anything else any other thing O
Do you want anything else to drink? O Is
there anything else you would like to know
about? O She must have a doll which closes
its eyes — anything else won’t do.

® anyway /'eniwer/ adv in any case O I'm
not supposed to drink during the daytime, but
L’ll have a beer anyway. O I think it’s time to
leave — anyway, the last bus is at 11.40. Syn-
onym anyhow

@ anywhere /'eniwea/ adv 1. it does not
matter where O put the chair anywhere 2. (in
questions, negatives) somewhere O I can’t
see your wallet anywhere. O Did you go any-
where at the weekend? O Is there anywhere
where I can sit down? (NOTE: Another US
term is anyplace.)

aorta /er'o:ta/ noun the large artery which
takes blood away from the left side of the
heart and carries it to other arteries

® apart /o'pa:t/ adv 1. separated O The two
churches are about six miles apart. 2. not to-
gether O They were married but now they re
living apart. 3. in separate pieces O He took
the watch apart. O the watch came apart the
watch opened into pieces 4. O to tell some-
thing, someone apart to realise how two
things or people are different O The twins are
very alike — can you tell them apart?
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apartheid /o'pa:thert/ noun a policy in the
past in South Africa of separating black peo-
ple from the white population
@ apartment /o'pa:tmont/ noun a sepa-
rate set of rooms for living in O She has an
apartment in downtown New York.
apathetic /&po'Oetik/ adj not caring
about anything, not interested in anything.
Synonym indifferent. Antonym enthu-
siastic
apathy /'2pabi/ noun not having any inter-
est in anything. Synonym indifference
(NOTE: no plural)
ape /eip/ noun a large monkey W verb to
copy someone else’s behaviour O The youn-
ger children often ape the behaviour of their
older brothers and sisters. Synonym imitate
aperture /'&patfa/ noun 1. a little hole 2.
the opening in front of a camera lens, which
can be made larger or smaller
apex /'eipeks/ noun the top or highest part
of a pointed shape. Synonym top (NOTE: The
plural is apexes.)
aphid /'eif1d/, aphis /'eif1s, 'ef1s/ noun a
small insect which sucks liquids from plants
and can multiply very quickly
aphorism /'aforiz(a)m/ noun a short say-
ing which is full of truth. Synonym saying
aphrodisiac /,&fro'diziek/ noun a sub-
stance which makes people want to have sex
W adj making people want to have sex
apiece /a'piis/ adv each
aplomb /o'plom/ noun a calm and
self-confident attitude. Synonym assurance
Apocalypse /2'pokalips/ noun 1. the last
book of the New Testament 2. the end of the
world
apocalyptic /o,poka'liptik/ adj warning
about the end of the world
apocryphal /o'pokrof(o)l/ adj famous, but
probably not true. Synonym mythical
apologetic /o,polo'dzetik/ adj showing
that you are sorry for something. Synonym
sorry. Antonym unrepentant
apologetically /5,polo‘dzetikli/ advin an
apologetic way
@ apologise /o'polodzaiz/, apologize
verb to say you are sorry O He shouted at her
and then apologised. O She apologised for
being late. O Did you apologise to your
mother for what you said?
@ apology /a'polad3i/ noun an act of say-
ing ‘sorry’ (NOTE: The plural is apologies.)
apostrophe /o'postrofi/ noun a printing
sign (), either showing that a letter has been
left out or to show possession
COMMENT: An apostrophe either shows that
a letter has been left out (weren’t) or is used
with ‘s’ to show possession: before an ‘s’
with singular words, after the ‘s’ with plural
words (a boy’s coat, the girls’ team).
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appal /o'po:l/ verb , to shock or offend
someone very much (NOTE: The US spelling
is appall.)

appalled /o'po:ld/ adj very shocked. Syn-
onym horrified. Antonym delighted
appalling /o'po:lig/ adj horrible, shocking
apparatus /,&pa'reitos/ noun scientific or
medical equipment

apparel /o'paeral/ noun clothes (literary).
Synonym clothing

@ apparent /o'peront/ adj obvious, seem-
ing to be O It was apparent to everyone that
there had been an accident. O There is an ap-
parent mistake in the accounts.

® apparently /o'parantli/ adv as it seems
O Apparently she took the last train home
and then disappeared. O He didn’t come to
work today — apparently he’s got a cold.
apparition /,&pa'rif(a)n/ noun something
which you think you see. Synonym ghost

@ appeal /a'pi:l/ noun 1. an act of asking
for help O The police have made an appeal
for witnesses. O The hospital is launching an
appeal to raise £50,000. 2. a legal request to
look at a decision again to see if it was cor-
rect O His appeal was rejected. O The verdict
was overturned on appeal. 3. an attractive
quality O the appeal of Greece as a holiday
destination O sex appeal being sexually at-
tractive B verb O to appeal for to ask for O
They appealed for money to continue their
work.

Appeal Court /5'pi:l ko:t/ noun a court to
which a person may go to ask for a decision
or a sentence to be changed

appealing /o'piilig/ adj attractive. Ant-
onym repulsive

@ appear /o'p1a/ verb 1. to start to be seen
O A ship appeared through the fog. 2. to
seem O There appears to be a mistake. O He
appears to have forgotten the time. O She ap-
peared rather cross. 3. to come to a law court
O Mr Wilson appeared for the defence. O He
appeared in court, charged with murder.

@ appearance /a'prorons/ noun 1. look O
You could tell from his appearance that he
had been sleeping rough. 2. the state of being
present O This is her second appearance in a
film. O to put in an appearance to come to a
place where other people are

® appearances /d'piroronsiz/ plural
noun looks O to keep up appearances to try
to show that you are still as rich or important
as you were before

appease /o'piiz/ verb 1. to try to improve
something bad or uncomfortable 2. to give in
to another country in the hope that they will
not start a war

appeasement /o'pi:zmont/ noun a policy
of avoiding war by giving in to another coun-
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try’s  wishes. Synonym  conciliation.
Antonym provocation

appellant /s'pelont/ noun a person who
makes a legal appeal

appendage /o'pendid3/ noun a thing that
is attached

appendicitis /s,pendi'saitis/ noun an ill-
ness that affects the appendix

® appendix /o'pendiks/ noun 1. a small
part inside the body which has no real
purpose but can become infected, causing
appendicitis (NOTE: The plural is appen-
dixes.) 2. a section at the back of a book,
containing additional information (NOTE:
The plural is appendices /o'pendisi:iz/.)
appetiser /‘zpitaizo/ noun a small
amount of food before a main meal
appetising /'@pitaiziy/, appetizing adj
looking or smelling good and making you
want to eat. Antonym unappetising
appetite /'eprtait/ noun 1. a need or wish
to eat O Going for a long walk has given me
an appetite. O He's not feeling well and has
lost his appetite. O a good appetite an inter-
est in eating food O The baby has a good ap-
petite. O poor appetite a lack of interest in
eating food 2. a strong wish to do something
O She has an appetite for hard work.
applaud /o'plo:d/ verb to clap to show that
you like something

applause /o'ploiz/ noun the act of
clapping

@ apple /'@p(o)l/ noun 1. a common hard
round sweet fruit, growing on a tree O Don'’t
eat apples that are not ripe — they’ll make
you ill. 2. same as apple tree

apple pie /,&p(a)l 'pal/ noun a pie made
with apples and sugar

apple tree /'zp(a)l trii/ noun a tree which
apples grow on

appliance /a'platons/ noun 1. a machine
such as a washing machine or cooker used in
the home 2. a fire engine

applicable /o'plikab(a)l/ adj able to be
applied in particular cases. Synonym
appropriate

applicant /'zplikont/ noun a person who
applies for something. Synonym candidate
® application /,@pli'keif(a)n/ noun 1. the
process of putting medicine on O Several ap-
plications of the cream will be necessary. 0O
for external application only to be used on
the skin only 2. the process or act of applying
for a job O He wrote a letter of application. O
We 've received dozens of applications for the
job of barman. 3. hard work

® application form /xpli'ker[(o)n form/
noun a form which has to be filled in to apply
for something

applied science /o,plaid 'satons/ noun a
science which is put to practical use
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@ apply /o'plai/ verb 1. o to apply for a
job to ask for a job O She applied for a job in
the supermarket. O He's applying for a job as
a teacher. 2. to put on O Wait until the first
coat of paint is dry before you apply the sec-
ond. 3. O to apply to to affect or to be rele-
vant to O This rule only applies to people
coming from outside the EU.

@ appoint /o'point/ verb to give someone a
job O He was appointed (as) manager or to
the post of manager. O We want to appoint
someone to manage our sales department.
(NOTE: You appoint a person to a job.)

@ appointment /o'pomntmont/ noun 1.
the process of being given a job 0 on her ap-
pointment as manager when she was made
manager O She had a rise on her appoint-
ment as manager. 2. an agreed time for a
meeting O [ want to make an appointment to
see the doctor. O She was late for her ap-
pointment. O I have an appointment with the
manager.

apposite /'&pozit/ adj fitting or suitable.
Synonym appropriate. Antonym
inappropriate

apposition /,&pa'zif(o)n/ noun the prac-
tice of putting a word next to another O in
apposition (of a noun) used as an adjective
to describe another noun

® appraisal /o'pre1z(a)l/ noun a report on
the value of someone or something. Syn-
onym assessment

appraise /o'preiz/ verb to judge how well
someone or something is working. Synonym
assess

appreciable /o'pri:[ob(a)l/ adj able to be
felt or noticed. Synonym considerable.
Antonym insignificant

appreciably /o'pri:fobli/ adv in a way
which can be felt or noticed

@ appreciate /o'pri:fieit/ verb 1. to re-
cognise the value of O Shoppers always ap-
preciate a bargain. O Customers don’t
appreciate having to wait to be served. 2. to
increase in value O The pound appreciated
against the euro.

appreciation /o pri:fi‘erf(e)n/ noun 1.
showing that you recognise the value of
something 2. an increase in value
appreciative /o'pri:fotiv/ adj 1. being
very grateful 2. showing enjoyment
apprehend /,@pri‘hend/ verb to arrest a
criminal (formal). Synonym catch. Antonym
release

apprehension /apri‘henfon/ noun 1. a
worry about what is going to happen. Com-
pare misapprehension 2. the act of arrest-
ing someone

apprehensive /,&pri‘hensiv/ adj worried
about the future. Synonym uneasy. Ant-
onym confident
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apprentice /o'prentis/ noun a young per-
son who works under contract with a skilled
person to learn from them. Synonym trainee
m verb O to be apprenticed to someone to
have a contract to work with and learn from a
skilled worker O He has been apprenticed to
one of the best printers in the country.
apprenticeship /o'prentisfip/ noun 1.
the contract of an apprentice 2. time spent as
an apprentice

@ approach /a'praut J/ noun 1. the act of
coming nearer O With the approach of winter
we need to get the central heating serviced.
2. a way which leads to O The approaches to
the city were crowded with coaches. 3. a way
of dealing with a situation O His approach to
the question was different from hers. 4. a pro-
posal O He made approaches to her to leave
her job and come to work for him. (NOTE:
The plural is approaches.) m verb 1. to
come near O The plane was approaching
London airport when the lights went out. 2.
to deal with a problem O She approached the
question in an entirely new way. 3. to make a
proposal O Our company was approached
with a takeover bid. O He approached his
bank with a request for a loan.
approachable /o'proutfob(a)l/ adj easy
to talk to

approaching /o'proutfiy/ adj coming
nearer. Synonym imminent

approach road /o'prout| roud/ noun a
road leading to a main road

® appropriate adj/>'proupriat/ suitable O
That short skirt is not really appropriate for
gardening. O We leave it to you to take ap-
propriate action. Antonym inappropriate m
verb /3'praupriert/ 1. to take property 2. to
keep an amount of money for a special pur-
pose O They appropriated £100,000 to the
reserve fund.

@ approval /o'pru:v(a)l/ noun 1. the act of
agreeing O The committee gave their ap-
proval to the scheme. O Does the choice of
colour have your approval or meet with your
approval? 2. 0 on approval taken by a cus-
tomer to use and see if he or she likes it O
The shop let us have the photocopier for two
weeks on approval.

@ approve /o'pru:v/ verb 1. o to approve
of to think something is good O He doesn’t
approve of loud music. 2. to agree to some-
thing officially © The committee approved
the scheme.
approving
agreement
approvingly /o'pruivigli/ adv showing
agreement

approximate adj /o'proksimot/ more or
less correct. Antonym exact W verb /o-
'proksimert/ to be nearly correct O The cost

/o'pruivig/ adj showing
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of the sports stadium will approximate to two
million pounds.

® approximately /o'proksimatli/ adv
nearly, but not exactly O It takes approxi-
mately 35 minutes to get to central London
from here.

approximation /o,proksi'meif(a)n/ noun
a calculation which is not exact. Synonym
estimate

apricot /'eiprikot/ noun a fruit with yellow
flesh and a hard stone

@ April /'etpral/ noun the fourth month of
the year, the month after March and before
May O Her birthday is in April. O We went
on holiday last April. O Today is April 5th.
(NOTE: April 5th or April 5: say ‘the fifth of
April’ or ‘April the fifth’ or in US English
‘April fifth’.)

April fool / erpral 'fu:l/ noun a person who
is tricked on April 1st

@ April Fools’ Day /eipral 'fuilz dev/
noun April 1st, a day when you play tricks on
people

apron /'erpron/ noun 1. a cloth worn over
your clothes when cooking 2. (at an airport)
a piece of ground on which planes can be
parked

apt /ept/ adj 1. fitting well 2. O apt to tend-
ing to O Our old car was apt to break down
on motorways.

aptitude /'epti,tju:d/ noun a natural abil-
ity for doing something O aptitude test test
of someone’s ability O Twenty young people
will take the aptitude test this month.
aqualung /'ekwalan/ noun equipment for
holding oxygen, which a person carries when
swimming under water

aquamarine /@kwomo'riin/ adj dark
blue-green W noun a semi-precious blue
stone

aquarium /o'kweariom/ noun 1. a tank for
keeping tropical fish 2. a building with an ex-
hibition of fish

Aquarius /o'kwearias/ noun one of the
signs of the Zodiac, shaped like a person car-
rying water, covering the period 20th January
to 18th February

aquatic /o'kweetik/ adj 1. living in water,
not on land (NOTE: Animals and plants that
live on land are terrestrial.) 2. taking place
in water

aqueduct /'ekwidakt/ noun a high bridge
carrying water over a valley

aquifer /'akwifa/ noun a layer of rock in
which water gathers

Arab /'erab/ adj referring to the countries
of the Middle East where Arabic is the lan-
guage O Foreign Ministers of the Arab coun-
tries have met in Jordan. ® noun a person
who speaks Arabic and who comes from one
of the countries in the Middle East

archetypal

Arabic /'&robik/ noun the language spoken
by Arabs

Arabic numeral /@robik 'njurmoral/
noun one of the set of written symbols such
as 2, 3 or 6 used to represent numbers. Com-
pare Roman numeral

arable /'zrob(o)l/ adj referring to the grow-
ing of crops

arachnid /o'reeknid/ noun a type of animal
with eight legs, e.g. a spider

arbiter /'a:bito/ noun a person who decides
what is fashionable

arbitrarily /'a:bitrorili, ,a:br'trearili/ adv
not according to a plan or system

arbitrary /'a:bitrori/ adj done without any
reason. Synonym random. Antonym
systematic

arbitrate /'a:bitrert/ verb o to arbitrate in
a dispute to act as an official judge in an ar-
gument O He has been asked to arbitrate in
the dispute between the company and the
union.

arbitration /,a:br'tre1f(a)n/ noun the set-
tling of an argument by an official judge, ac-
cepted by both sides

® arc /a:k/ noun 1. a curve, like part of a
circle 2. a bright electric spark between two
points. » arc-lamp (NOTE: Do not confuse
with ark.)

® arcade /a:'kerd/ noun a covered area for
walking around a square or an area of shops
arcane /a:'kern/ adj mysterious and secret
® arch /a:tf/ noun 1. a round structure
forming a roof or doorway 0 Norman arch
an arch in the shape of a half-circle 2. the
rounded part under the foot (NOTE: [all
senses] The plural is arches.) m verb to
make something round like an arch. Syn-
onym curve. Antonym straighten
archaeological /,a:kis'lnd31k(o)l/ adj re-
ferring to archaeology

® archaeologist /,a:ki'plad31st/ noun a
person who studies or is a specialist in
archaeology

® archaeology /,a:ki'pladzi/ noun the
digging up of buried remains of buildings to
study ancient civilisations

archaic /a:'kenik/ adj 1. dating from an-
cient times 2. old-fashioned

archangel /'a:keindzol/ noun the highest
rank of angel in heaven

archbishop /a:t['bifop/ noun a bishop
holding the highest rank

arched /a:tft/ adj made with an arch. Syn-
onym curved

archer /'a:tfs/ noun a person who shoots
with a bow and arrows

archery /'a:t[ari/ noun the sport of shoot-
ing arrows at targets

archetypal /,a:ki'taip(e)l/ adj very typical
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archetype /‘a:kitaip/ noun a typical ex-
ample of something

archipelago /,a:ki'pelagou/ noun a group
of islands (NOTE: The plural is archipela-
gos.)

® architect /'a:kitekt/ noun a person who
designs buildings

architectural /,a:ki'tekt f(o)rol/ adj refer-
ring to architecture

® architecture /'a:kitekt [a/ noun the de-
sign of buildings

archive /'a:karv/ noun 1. an organised col-
lection of documents 2. a place where ar-
chives are kept 3. a copy of computer files
stored on tape or disk 4. a computer file con-
taining other files 5. a directory of files that
Internet users can access B verb 1. to put a
document in an archive 2. to transfer com-
puter data from a hard disk to an external
storage medium 3. to combine computer files
for storage

archives /'a:kaivz/ plural noun a collec-
tion of documents

archway /'a:t[wel/ noun a passage which
goes under an arch

arc-lamp /'a:klemp/, arc-light /‘a:klart/
noun a very bright light caused by an electric
spark between two points

arctic /'a:ktik/ adj 1. referring to the area
round the North Pole 2. extremely cold m
noun O the Arctic the area round the North
Pole O The Arctic is home to polar bears.
ardent /'a:dnt/ adj very keen. Synonym
passionate. Antonym dispassionate
ardently /'a:dntli/ adj very strongly or
passionately

ardour /'a:ds/ noun violent feelings of love
or enthusiasm (NOTE: The US spelling is ar-
dor.)

arduous /'a:djuss/ adj needing a lot of ef-
fort or work. Synonym difficult. Antonym
easy

@ are /o, ai/ v be

® area /'earia/ noun 1. a space O The whole
area round the town hall is going to be re-
built. © We always sit in the ‘no smoking’
area. 2. a measurement of the space taken up
by something, calculated by multiplying the
length by the width O The area of the room is
four square metres. O We are looking for a
shop with a sales area of about 100 square
metres. 3. a subject O It’s a problem area for
the government. O He's an expert in the area
of crowd control. 4. a district, part of a town
or country O Our house is near the commer-
cial area of the town. O The factory is in a
very good area for getting to the motorways
and airports. O the London area the part of
England around London O Houses in the
London area are more expensive than else-
where in the country.
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@ area code /'eorio koud/ noun a special
telephone number which is given to a partic-
ular area

arena /a'riina/ noun 1. a building with
seats for people to sit and watch events like
sports or fights 2. a field of activity where
something happens

@ aren’t /a:nt/ ) be

argon /'axgon/ noun an inert gas which is
found in small quantities in air, and which is
used in electric light bulbs

arguable /'a:gjusb(a)l/ adj possibly not
true. Synonym debatable

arguably /'a:gjuabli/ adv quite possibly
true

® argue /'a:gju:/ verb to discuss without
agreeing O They argued over the prices. O
She argued with the waiter about the bill. O 1
could hear them arguing in the next room.
(NOTE: You argue with someone about or
over something.)

® argument /'a:xgjumont/ noun a quarrel
O Nobody would back her up in her argu-
ment with the boss. O The argument took
place in the restaurant. O to get into an ar-
gument with someone to start to argue with
someone O He got into an argument with the
customs officials.

argumentative /,a:gjo'mentotiv/ adjlik-
ing to argue. Synonym quarrelsome. Ant-
onym peaceable

aria /'ario/ noun a song for a singer in an
opera

arid /'&rid/ adj extremely dry; where there
is very little rain

Aries /'eariiz/ noun one of the signs of the
Zodiac, shaped like a ram, covering the pe-
riod 21st March to 19th April

@ arise /a'raiz/ verb 1. to start, to appear 2.
O to arise from to result from, to happen be-
cause of O The misunderstanding arose from
a mistake in her instructions.

aristocracy /,@r1'stokrasi/ noun the peo-
ple of the highest class in society, usually
with titles such as Lord or Duke. Synonym
nobility. Antonym lower class

aristocrat /'@ristokraet/ noun a member
of the aristocracy. Synonym noble
aristocratic /,@risto'kraetik/ adj referring
to the aristocracy

® arithmetic /a'ribmotik/ noun calcula-
tions with numbers, such as addition, sub-
traction and division

arithmetical / &ri0'metik(o)l/ adj refer-
ring to arithmetic

ark /a:k/ noun 1. a large ship (literary) 2. a
small building for pigs (NOTE: Do not con-
fuse with arc.)

® arm /a:xm/ noun 1. the part of your body
which goes from your shoulder to your hand
O He held the parcel under his arm. O She
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tripped over the pavement and broke her arm.
O arm in arm (of two people) with their
arms folded together O They walked down
the street arm in arm. O to welcome some-
one with open arms to welcome someone in
a very friendly way O The villagers wel-
comed the UN soldiers with open arms. #»
cost 2. the sleeve of a piece of clothing such
as a coat or shirt O There was a hole under
the arm of her favourite T-shirt. 3. the part of
a chair which you can rest your arms on O He
put his coffee cup on the arm of his chair. 4. a
narrow stretch of sea running inland 5. a part
of the armed forces of a country m verb to
give weapons to O The farm workers have all
been armed because of possible attacks. O
The soldiers were armed with guns. Ant-
onym disarm

armada /a:'ma:do/ noun 1. a large number
of warships 2. a large group of any ships
armadillo /a:mo'dilow/ noun a small
South American animal covered with a shell
Armageddon /,a:ma'gedn/ noun in the
Bible, a battle between good and evil that
will destroy the world

armaments /'aixmomonts/ plural noun
heavy weapons O an important armaments
manufacturer O Britain has been supplying
armaments to the Middle Eastern countries.
Synonym arms

armband /'axmband/ noun a band of cloth
which goes round your arm

armchair /‘axmtfes/ noun a chair with
arms

@ armed /a:md/ adj (of a person) carrying
weapons O Most British policemen are not
armed. O Armed police guarded the house.
Antonym unarmed O armed to the teeth
carrying lots of weapons (informal) O The
robbers were armed to the teeth.

armed forces /a:md fo:ss/, armed ser-
vices /armd 's3:visiz/ plural noun the army,
navy and air force of a country

armful /'axmful/ noun an amount of things
you can carry in your arms

armhole /'a:mhoul/ noun a hole in a piece
of clothing through which you put your arm
armistice /‘armistis/ noun an agreement
to stop fighting. Synonym truce

Armistice Day /'a:mistis der/ noun No-
vember 11th, or the nearest Sunday, celebrat-
ing the end of the First World War and
remembering the dead of both World Wars.
Also called Poppy Day, Remembrance
Day

armour /'‘axma/ noun 1. metal clothing
which soldiers wore in the past, to protect
their bodies 2. sheets of thick metal covering
on military ships or vehicles, to protect them
against attack (NOTE: [all senses] The US
spelling is armor.)
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armoured /'‘axmod/ adj protected by ar-
mour (NOTE: The US spelling is armored.)
armpit /'‘axmpit/ noun the part of your
body under each arm where it joins the body
armrest /'aimrest/ noun the part of a chair
which you rest your arm on

® arms /a:mz/ plural noun weapons such as
guns or bombs O He’s a well-known arms
dealer. O They were selling arms to various
countries. ® noun O up in arms about very
annoyed about O They are up in arms about
the new bus timetable.

arms race /'aimz reis/ noun competition
between countries to have the largest number
of weapons or the most powerful weapons

® army /'axmi/ noun 1. all the soldiers of a
country, trained for fighting on land O He left
school at 16 and joined the army. O An army
spokesman held a news conference. 2. a large
number of people O An army of volunteers
helped put out the forest fire. (NOTE: The
plural is armies.)

aroma /a'rovma/ noun a pleasant smell of
something you can eat or drink
aromatherapy /5,rovmo'6eropi/ noun a
treatment with pleasant-smelling oils
aromatic / @ro'matik/ adj with a strong
pleasant smell

aromatic herb /,&romatik 'ha:b/ noun a
plant which has a pleasant smell and which
can be used as flavouring for food or in sub-
stances which you use to clean your hair or
skin

@ around /a'raund/ prep 1. going all round
something O She had a gold chain around
her neck. O The flood water was all around
the village. 2. close to or in a place or area O
Is there a bus stop around here? O It’s the
only swimming pool for miles around. 3. in
various places O We have lots of computers
around the office. 4. more or less O It will
cost around £200. O Around sixty people
came to the meeting. ® adv 1. in various
places O Papers were lying around all over
the floor. O The restaurants were all full, so
we walked around for some time. 2. sur-
rounding something O a castle with water all
around 3. close to, nearby O The children
stood around waiting for the bus. 4. in exis-
tence O She’s one of the best eye surgeons
around. O The new coins have been around
for some weeks now.

arousal /o'ravz(a)l/ noun a feeling of sex-
ual excitement

arouse /a'ravz/ verb 1. to make someone
feel a particular emotion O someone is easily
aroused it is easy to make someone angry 2.
to make someone behave in a particular way,
e.g. become excited about something 3. to
make someone feel sexually excited. Com-
pare rouse
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arpeggio /a:'pedsiou/ noun a set of musi-
cal notes where the notes are played one after
the other and not all together (NOTE: The plu-
ral is arpeggios.)

@ arrange /a'reind3/ verb 1. to put in order
O The chairs are arranged in rows. O The
books are arranged in alphabetical order. O
The ground floor is arranged as an
open-plan area with a little kitchen at the
side. 2. to organise O Let’s arrange to meet
somewhere before we go to the theatre. O
The tour has been arranged by the travel
agent. O She arranged for a taxi to meet him
at the airport. O I've arranged with my
mother that she will feed the cat while we re
away. 3. to change a piece of music in order
to make it suitable for playing on different in-
struments O The piece was written for the pi-
ano, but it has been arranged for full
orchestra. (NOTE: You arrange for someone
to do something; you arrange for something
to be done; or you arrange to do some-
thing.)

® arrangement /o'reindzmont/ noun 1.
the process of putting things into an order O
the arrangement of the pictures in a book 2. a
thing which has been arranged 3. the process
of organising an event O All the arrange-
ments for the wedding were left to the bride’s
mother. 4. a general agreement O We have an
arrangement by which we meet for lunch ev-
ery Tuesday.

@ array /o'rer/ noun a display

arrears /o'r1oz/ plural noun an amount of
money which should have been paid earlier O
She arranged to pay the arrears of rent in
monthly instalments. O He let the payments
fall into arrears. ® noun O to be in arrears
to owe money which should have been paid
earlier O He is six weeks in arrears with his
rent.

® arrest /o'rest/ noun the act of holding
someone for breaking the law O The police
made several arrests at the demonstration. O
under arrest held by the police O Afier the
demonstration, three people were under ar-
rest. B verb to hold someone for breaking the
law O The police arrested two men and took
them to the police station. O He ended up get-
ting arrested as he tried to leave the country.
O She was arrested for stealing, but the judge
let her off with a fine.

@ arrival /o'rarv(o)l/ noun 1. the act of
reaching a place O We announce the arrival
of flight AB 987 from Tangiers. O We apolo-
gise for the late arrival of the 14.25 express
from Edinburgh. O The time of arrival is 5
p-m. O on arrival when you arrive O On ar-
rival at the hotel, members of the party will
be allocated rooms. 2. a person who has ar-
rived O He’s a new arrival on our staff. 3. the

34

art gallery

birth of a baby O The arrival of their daugh-
ter was announced in the newspapers.
arrivals /o'rarv(9)lz/ noun the part of an
airport that deals with passengers who are ar-
riving. Compare departures

@ arrive /a'rarv/ verb to reach a place O
They arrived home tired out. O The train
from Paris arrives in London at 5 p.m.
(NOTE: You arrive in a town or in a country
but at a place.)

® arrogance /'zragons/ noun a feeling of
being very proud of yourself, and thinking
that you are much better than others. Syn-
onym conceit. Antonym humility
arrogant /'zragent/ adj very proud in an
unpleasant way. Synonym conceited
arrogantly /'zragontli/ adv too proudly
arrow /'rou/ noun 1. a a weapon made of
a piece of wood with a sharp point, which
you shoot from a bow 2. a printed sign (»)
which points to something

arrowhead /'@rovhed/ noun a sharp metal
head attached to the end of an arrow

arse /a:s/ noun the part of your body that
you sit on (offensive)

arsenal /'a:sn(a)l/ noun 1. a store of weap-
ons 2. a collection of things which can be
used

arsenic /'aisnik/ noun a very poisonous
substance

arson /'ais(e)n/ noun the crime of setting
fire to something such as a building or some
property

arson attack /'a:s(o)n o,teek/ noun an act
of setting fire to something such as a house
arsonist /'a:s(o)nist/ noun a person who
sets fire to buildings or property on purpose
@ art /a:t/ noun 1. the practice of creating
objects, e.g. by painting, drawing or sculp-
ture, or the objects that are created in this
way O She is taking art lessons. O When
you're in Washington, don’t miss the Mu-
seum of Modern Art. 2. the practice of play-
ing music or singing O a musician who lives
for her art » arts 3. a particular skill or abil-
ity at doing something O He has mastered the
art of not answering reporters’ questions.

® artefact /'a:tifeekt/ noun an object such
as a tool or a dish that was made by a person
in the past

arterial /a:'troriol/ adj referring to arteries
artery /'a:tari/ noun a tube carrying blood
from the heart around the body. Compare
vein (NOTE: The plural is arteries.)

artful /'a:tf(o)l/ adj clever, good at tricking
people. Synonym crafty

artfully /'a:tf(o)li/ adv cleverly, in a way
which tricks people

art gallery /'a:t ,galori/ noun a building
which has paintings and other art for people
to go and see



arthritic

arthritic /a:'Oritik/ adj affected by arthritis
B noun a person with arthritis

arthritis /a:'Orartis/ noun a painful medi-
cal condition affecting a joint, where two
bones meet

artichoke /'a:tit [ouk/ noun iy Jerusalem
artichoke

@ article /'a:tik(o)l/ noun 1. a report in a
newspaper O Did you read the article on ski-
ing in yesterday’s paper? 2. a section of a le-
gal agreement O See article 8 of the treaty. 3.
an object or thing O Several articles of cloth-
ing were found near the road. 4. a word used
before a noun to show whether you are refer-
ring to a particular or general example of
something. The definite article is ‘the’ and
the indefinite article is ‘a’ or ‘an’.
articulate verb /a:'tikjulert/ to speak in a
clear and careful way m adj /a:'tikjulat/ de-
scribes someone who expresses thoughts
clearly

articulated lorry /a: tikjolertid 'lori/
noun a large truck with two or more parts
which are connected so that they can move in
different directions at the same time, e.g.
when going around a corner

artifact /'a:tifekt/ another spelling of
artefact

® artificial /,a:ti'fif(a)l/ adj not real © She
was wearing artificial pearls. Synonym imi-
tation. Antonym real

artificial insemination /a:tifif(a)l n-
,semi'ne1f(a)n/ noun a medical treatment in
which cells from a man’s sex organs are put
into a woman’s womb (the part of her body
where a baby can grow) to make her preg-
nant. Abbr Al

artificial intelligence /a:tifif(e)l -
'telidzons/ noun the use of computer pro-
grams to make machines do things which
people can do. Abbr Al

artificially /,a:tr'fif(o)li/ adv in a way that
is false

artificial respiration /,a:tifif(o)l ,respi-
'rerf(9)n/ noun a treatment for helping
someone who is almost dead by blowing air
into their lungs so that they will start breath-
ing again

artillery /a:'tilori/ noun the large guns that
an army has

artisan /,a:ti'zen/ noun a skilled worker
who makes things with his or her hands

@ artist /'aitist/ noun a person who is
skilled in making things such as paintings O
She collects paintings by 19th-century artists.
artiste /a:'tizst/ noun a professional per-
former such as a singer or dancer

artistic /a:'tistik/ adj 1. (of a person)
showing skill or interest in art 2. arranged or
done in a way that shows skill and looks
beautiful
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artistically /a:'tistikli/ adv in an artistic
way

artistry /'a:tistri/ noun skill in a particular
art

® arts /a:ts/ plural noun 1. all work con-
nected with art 2. a subject of study which is
not a science, e.g. history or literature

art school /'a:t sku:l/ noun a college
where students study subjects such as draw-
ing and painting

artwork /'aitwa:k/ noun things such as
pictures or designs which are printed in a
book or used in advertising

arty /'a:ti/, arty-crafty / a:ti 'kra:fti/ adj
pretending to be artistic; making artistic
things

@ as /oz, ®z/ conj 1. because O As you can’t
drive, you’ll have to go by bus. O As it’s cold,
you should wear an overcoat. 2. at the same
time that something else happens O As he
was getting into the bath, the telephone rang.
O The little girl ran into the road as the fire
engine was turning the corner. 3. in the same
way O Leave everything as it is. O You
should take a holiday as the doctor told you.
m prep 1. in a particular job O She had a job
as a bus driver. 2. because of being a particu-
lar type of person O As a doctor, he has to
know the symptoms of all the common dis-
eases. 3. in a particular way O She was
dressed as a nurse. O They treated him as a

friend of the family. o as...as used in com-

parisons O as black as coal O She is as tall as
Lam. O I can’t run as fast as you. 0 as well in
addition O She came to have tea and brought
her sister as well. O We visited the castle and
swam in the pool as well. O as well as in ad-
dition to or together with O He has a cottage
in the country as well as a flat in town. O As
well as being a maths teacher, he is a
part-time policeman. < as for concerning or
referring to a particular person or thing & as
from from a particular time O as from next
Friday < as if, as though in the same way
as

asbestos /xs'bestos/ noun a substance
which does not burn, formerly used in build-
ings to protect against fire

® ascend /a'send/ verb 1. to go up 2. O to
ascend the throne to become king or queen
O Henry VIII ascended the throne in 1509.
ascendancy /s'sendonsi/ noun the influ-
ence or power that one person or group has
over another

® ascent /a'sent/ noun the action of climb-
ing up (NOTE: Do not confuse with assent.)
® ascertain /,&sa'temn/ verb to check facts
to see if they are true (formal) Synonym
determine

ascetic /o'setik/ adjliving in a simple way,
without personal pleasures. Synonym aus-
tere m noun a person who lives in a simple



ascorbic acid

way without personal pleasures, usually for
religious reasons. Antonym hedonist
ascorbic acid /5, sko:bik '@sid/ noun vi-
tamin C, a natural food substance which is
contained in many fruits and vegetables
ascribe /a'skraib/ verb o to ascribe some-
thing to something or someone to say that
something is caused by something or some-
one O He ascribed his business failures to
bad luck.

asexual /er'sek [ual/ adj with no sexual or-
gans or without having sex

ash /x[/ noun 1. a grey dust left after some-
thing has burned (NOTE: no plural in this
meaning, but see also ashes) 2. a type of
tree that grows in the northern part of Europe
® ashamed /o' [eimd/ adj a feeling of be-
ing embarrassed and sorry for something that
you have done or not done

ashen /'&[(o)n/ adj looking very pale and
ill. Synonym pallid

ashes /'&[1z/ plural noun the grey dust that
remains when the body of a dead person has
been cremated

ashore /o' [o:/ advto or onto land, e.g. from
the sea or from a ship. » shore

® ashtray /'«[trer/ noun a little dish for
cigarette ash

Ash Wednesday /[ 'wenzdel/ noun the
first day of Lent, the day after Shrove
Tuesday

® Asian /'e13(a)n/ adj referring to Asia m
noun a person coming from one of the coun-
tries of Asia, especially the Indian subconti-
nent O More than half the children in the
class are Asians.

Asiatic /,e1fi'etik/ adj referring to things
from Asia

® aside /o'sard/ adv 1. to one side O He
took me aside and whispered in my ear. O to
put aside, to set aside to save money O He is
putting £50 aside each week to pay for his
car. 2. O aside from apart from O Aside from
a minor infection, his health has been re-
markably good. ® noun words that a charac-
ter in a play speaks but which the other
characters do not seem hear

@ ask /a:sk/ verb 1. to put a question to get
information O She asked a policeman the
way to the hospital. O Joe went to the railway
station to ask about cheap tickets. O Ask
Mum how much her shoes cost. O to ask af-
ter someone to ask for news about someone,
especially about his or her health O Several
of your colleagues were asking after you. 2.
to put a question to get someone to do some-
thing O Ask your father to teach you how to
drive. O Can I ask you not to make so much
noise? 3. to invite O We asked them round
for dinner. 0 to ask someone out to ask
someone to go out with you, e.g. to a restau-
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rant or to a film O Don 't ask her out — she al-
ways orders the most expensive things on the
menu!

askance /o'skans/ adv o to look at some-
thing or someone askance to look at some-
thing or someone in a way that shows you do
not trust them

askew /o'skjui/ adv not straight O That
picture’s askew. Synonym crooked

@ ask for /'a:sk fo:/ verb to say that you
want something 0O ask for something back
to ask someone to give back something
which you had lent to him or her

asking /'a:skig/ noun o it’s yours for the
asking you only have to ask for it and you
will get it

asking price /‘aiskip prais/ noun the
price which someone wants to charge for
something which he or she is selling

@ asleep /o'slizp/ adj sleeping O He was
asleep and didn’t hear the fire alarm. O They
were lying asleep on the ground. o to fall
asleep to begin to sleep

asp /esp/ noun a small poisonous snake
asparagus /o'sparogas/ noun a green
vegetable that has long thin stems and
pointed tips and which you cook before
eating

® aspect /'@spekt/ noun 1. a way of con-
sidering something such as a situation or a
problem O I will examine several aspects of
the problem. 2. the direction in which a
house faces O The living room has a south-
erly aspect.

aspersions /o'sp3:f(e)nz/ plural noun o
to cast aspersions on someone to make bad
comments about someone O He cast asper-
sions on my honour.

asphalt /'esfzlt/ noun a mixture of tar,
small stones and sand, used for making road
surfaces W verb to cover a road with asphalt
O The path will be asphalted during the
summer.

asphyxia /as'fiksio/ noun a situation in
which someone is prevented from breathing
and therefore cannot take air into the lungs.
Synonym suffocation

asphyxiate /es'fiksiert/ verb to stop
someone breathing, or to die because of be-
ing unable to breathe. Synonym suffocate
asphyxiation /ss, fiksi'er[(e)n/  noun
death caused by being unable to breathe.
Synonym suffocation

aspirate /'@spirat/ noun a speech sound
made by breathing out, e.g. the ‘h’ in ‘horse’
® aspiration /,@spr'rerf(a)n/ noun some-
thing which you want to achieve or to be suc-
cessful at. Synonym ambition
aspirational adj typical of people who
want to become more successful and be able



aspire

to afford a more expensive home and way of
life

® aspire /o'spaio/ verb O to aspire to
something to want to achieve something O
He aspires to great success as an actor.

® aspirin /'&esprin/ noun 1. a common
drug, used in the treatment of slight illnesses
to reduce pain 2. a pill that contains aspirin
aspiring /o'sparoriy/ adj hoping to get
something

® ass /@s/ noun 1. US the part of your body
that you sit on (offensive) 2. a stupid person
(informal) 3. a donkey (old) (NOTE: The plu-
ral is asses.)

assail /o'seil/ verb to attack someone or
something (formal)

assailant /o'setlont/ noun a person who
attacks someone. Synonym attacker
assassin /o'sesin/ noun a person who
kills someone famous, especially for political
reasons

assassinate /o'sasmeit/ verb to kill a fa-
mous person, especially for political reasons
® assassination /o sasi'nerf(o)n/ noun
the act of killing a famous person for political
reasons

® assault /o'so:lt/ noun an attack m verb to
attack

assemble /5'semb(a)l/ verb 1. to come to-
gether 2. to put something together

@ assembly /o'sembli/ noun 1. a meeting
2. the process of putting something together
assembly line /a'sembli lamn/ noun a
moving line in a factory, where the product
moves slowly past workers who add pieces to
it as it goes past

assent /o'sent/ noun the approval of or
agreement with something such as a sugges-
tion. Synonym approval B verb O to assent
to something to agree to something O The
committee assented to the suggestion.

® assert /a's3:t/ verb to state something
firmly o to assert yourself to state your
opinions strongly

® assertion /o's3:(o)n/ noun a statement
of something which you believe to be true
but of which you have no proof. Synonym
claim

assertive /o's3:t1v/ adj confident and stat-
ing your opinions in a strong way. Synonym
self-confident. Antonym shy

@ assess /o'ses/ verb 1. to calculate an
amount to be paid 2. to consider something
such as someone’s achievement or progress
in order to decide if it is satisfactory

@ assessment /a'sesmont/ noun 1. a cal-
culation of an amount to be paid 2. the pro-
cess of assessing someone or something
assessor /o'seso/ noun a person who cal-
culates the results of people who have taken
an examination
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@ asset /'xset/ noun a valuable quality
assets /'@sets/ plural noun the valuable
things which people own O They will have to
sell some of their assets to repay the debt.
assiduity /,@s1'djuiti/ noun the practice
of working in a careful and regular way. Syn-
onym diligence. Antonym carelessness
assiduous /a's1djuas/ adj careful and reg-
ular. Synonym diligent. Antonym careless
assign /o'sain/ verb o to assign someone
to something to give someone the job of do-
ing something O She was assigned to the
booking office. O We are assigning you to
work in the accounts department.

® assignment /o'sainmont/ noun 1. the
act of giving someone a job to do 2. a job of
work 3. a piece of written work which a stu-
dent has to do

assimilate /o'similert/ verb 1. to learn and
understand 2. (of the body) to change the
food that you have just eaten into substances
can be used 3. O to assimilate into a group,
to be assimilated into a group to become
part of a group O She assimilated into the
teaching community very easily.
assimilation /o,simi'leif(a)n/ noun the
action of assimilating something or someone
® assist /o's1st/ verb to help someone O He
assists me with my income tax forms. O I will
be assisted in my work by Miss Smith. (NOTE:
You assist someone in doing something or
with something.)

@ assistance /o'sist(o)ns/ noun help O
He was trying to change the wheel, when a
truck drew up and the driver offered his as-
sistance. O He asked if he could be of any as-
sistance. O She will need assistance with her
luggage.

@ assistant /o'sist(o)nt/ noun a person
who helps or is second in command to some-
one O His assistant works in the office next
door. Synonym helper

@ associate verb /o'sousiert/ o to associ-
ate with to have contact with or be connected
with someone or something O 7/ don’t want
you to associate with that family — they 've all
been in trouble with the police. O The gov-
ernment is closely associated with the pro-

ject. m noun /3'sausiat/ a person who works

in the same business as you

® associated /o'sousiertid/ adj connected
with

® association /o,sousi'erf(o)n/ noun 1.
an official group of people or a group of
companies in the same trade O an association
offering support to victims of street violence
O the Association of British Travel Agents 2.
a connection between things O For some
people, a black cat has an association with
luck. O Manchester has strong family associ-
ations for him. 3. O in association with to-



assorted

gether with O The guidebook is published in
association with the local tourist board. O
This programme is brought to you in associa-
tion with British Airways.

assorted /o'so:tid/ adj various, mixed
assortment /o'sortmont/ noun a mixture
of a lot of things that have some differences,
e.g., in shape or colour

assuage /o'sweid3s/ verb to make an un-
pleasant feeling or experience feel less pain-
ful (formal)

® assume /a'sjurm/ verb 1. to imagine or
believe that something is true O Let’s assume
that he is innocent. O I assume you have
enough money to pay for the meal? 2. to take
on something such as a responsibility O
When she was twenty-one, she assumed com-
plete control of the family business. O He has
assumed responsibility for fire safety.
assumed name /5, sjurmd 'nerm/ noun a
false name. Synonym alias

® assuming /o'sjuimig/ conj believing
something to be true

® assumption /o'samp[an/ noun a belief
that something is true

assurance /o' [uarans/ noun 1. an attitude
of confidence in your own abilities O He
didn’t have the assurance to face a press
conference Synonym self-confidence 2.
the fact of being sure that something will
happen 3. a promise O He gave her an assur-
ance that he would not do it again.

@ assure /o' [ud/ verb 1. to state something
definitely 2. to make sure that something will
happen 3. to provide someone with insurance
assured /o'fuod/ adj very certain and
confident

asterisk /'@storisk/ noun a printing sign
like a star, used to draw attention to
something

astern /a'st3:n/ adv 1. behind a ship 2. o to
go astern to make a ship go backwards O
The ferry had to go full speed astern so as not
to hit the barge.

asteroid /'estoroid/ noun a mass of rock
that travels in a path round the sun

asthma /'&sma/ noun a medical condition
in which someone suffers breathing diffi-
culty, often because a particular substance
has a bad effect on his or her body
asthmatic /zs'meatik/ adj referring to or
affected by asthma O He has an asthmatic at-
tack every spring. O Their little girl is asth-
matic. ® noun a person who has asthma

® astonish /o'stonif/ verb to surprise
someone very much. Synonym amaze
astonished /5'stonift/ adj very surprised.
Synonym amazed

astonishing /o'stonif1y/ adj very surpris-
ing. Synonym amazing
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astonishingly /o'stonifigli/ adv very
surprisingly

astonishment /o'stonifmont/ noun great
surprise. Synonym amazement

® astound /o'staund/ verb to surprise
someone completely. Synonym astonish
astounded /o'stavndid/ adj very sur-
prised. Synonym astonished

astounding /o'staundiy/ adj very surpris-
ing. Synonym astonishing

astray /o'strer/ adv o to go astray to get
lost O Yet another spoon seems to have gone
astray, we can’t find it anywhere. O to lead
someone astray to encourage someone to
bad habits O It appears that the boy was led
astray by some of the older boys at school.
astride /o'strard/ adv, prep with your legs
on either side of something O He was sitting
astride his bicycle, with both feet on the
ground. O Sit astride and hold tight.
astringent /o'strindzont/ adj 1. severe or
extremely unkind 2. describes a substance
which you put on your skin, e.g. as a beauty
treatment or to stop the flow of blood from a
cut M noun an astringent substance
astrologer /o'strolodza/ noun a person
who claims to be able to tell what will hap-
pen in the future, by looking at the positions
of the planets and stars

astrological /,@stro'lndzik()l/ adj refer-
ring to astrology

astrology /o'strolodsi/ noun the practice
of saying what the future will be by looking
at the position of the planets and the stars
(NOTE: no plural)

® astronaut /'@strono:t/ noun a person
who travels into space

astronomer /o'stronoma/ noun a person
who studies astronomy

astronomical / @stro'nomik(a)l/ adj 1.
referring to astronomy 2. (of a price or
amount) very large (informal)

® astronomy /o'stronomi/ noun the sci-
entific study of the stars, sun and planets
(NOTE: no plural)

astrophysics / @strou'fiziks/ noun the
study of the physics of the universe (NOTE:
no plural)

astute /o'stjurt/ adj clever at understanding
things quickly. Synonym shrewd

astutely /o'stju:tli/ adv cleverly
astuteness /o'stjuitnas/ noun the quality
of being astute

® asylum /o'satlom/ noun 1. the right to
stay in another country if you have been
treated badly in your own country O fo seek
asylum O to grant someone asylum O to ask
for political asylum 2. a hospital for people
who have mental illnesses (old)

asylum seeker /o'sailom sitka/ noun a
person who asks for permission to stay in an-



asymmetrical

other country because the political situation
in his or her own country is not safe for him
or her to stay there

asymmetrical /ersi'metrik(o)l/  adj
which does not have the same shape or size
on both sides

® at /ot, 2t/ prep 1. showing time © We'll
meet at eleven o’clock. O You must put your
lights on when you drive at night. O At the
weekend, we went to see my mother. O We
went to Paris at Easter. 2. showing place O
Meet us at the post office. O She’s got a job
at the supermarket. O He’s not at home, he’s
at work. 3. showing speed O The train was
travelling at 200 kilometres an hour. 4.
showing direction O They threw rotten eggs
at the speaker. (NOTE: at is often used after
verbs, e.g. to look at, to point at.) 5. show-
ing cause O She laughed at my old coat.

® ate /et, ert/ ) eat

atheist /'e1Biist/ noun a person who be-
lieves there is no god. Compare agnostic.
Synonym unbeliever. Antonym believer
athlete /'«0li:t/ noun a person who com-
petes in sports such as running

athlete’s foot /,&0li:ts 'fut/ noun a skin
infection on the feet, especially between the
toes

athletic /x20'letik/ adj referring to athletics
athletics /x6'letiks/ noun organised sports
such as running or long jump (NOTE: no
plural)

Atlantic Ocean /ot lentik '‘aufon/ noun
the ocean between the Americas and Europe
and Africa

atlas /'ztlas/ noun a book of maps (NOTE:
The plural is atlases.)

ATM abbr automated teller machine

@ atmosphere /'ztmosf1o/ noun 1. the air
around the Earth O The atmosphere sur-
rounds the Earth to a height of several hun-
dred kilometres. 2. a general feeling O The
atmosphere in the office was tense. O I like
the friendly atmosphere at our college.
atmospheric / @tmos'ferik/ adj 1. refer-
ring to the atmosphere 2. mysterious,
beautiful

atoll /'ztol/ noun a ring-shaped island made
of coral

® atom /'@tom/ noun 1. a very small basic
piece of matter 2. a very small thing

atom bomb /'&tom bom/ noun a bomb
using nuclear energy

® atomic /o'tomik/ adj referring to atoms
atomic bomb /5'tomik bom/ noun same
as atom bomb

atomic energy /5,tomik 'enadsi/ adj en-
ergy created during a nuclear reaction
atomic number /5,tomik 'namba/ noun
the number of protons in one atom of a chem-
ical element
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atomic weight /o,tomik 'weit/ noun the
ratio of the mass of an atom of an element to
the mass of carbon 12

atomiser /'@tomaizo/ noun an object
which you use to send out a lot of small drops
of liquid, e.g. into the air or onto your skin
atone /o'toun/ verb to do something which
shows that you are sorry for doing something
wrong (formal)

atonement /o'tounmont/ noun the act of
atoning for doing something wrong

A to Z /,e1to 'zed/ noun a street map for a
town, especially one for London

atrium /'ertriom/ noun 1. a very large open
space in a building, often with a glass roof
and arrangements of indoor plants, which
acts as a central meeting point 2. one of two
parts inside the heart (NOTE: The plural is
atria.)

atrocious /o'troufas/ adj 1. very bad 2.
extremely evil

atrocity /o'trositi/ noun an extremely evil
act (NOTE: The plural is atrocities.)
atrophy /'atrofi/ noun a process in which
an organ or other part of the body wastes
away B verb to waste away or become
smaller

@ attach /o'teet|/ verb 1. to fasten some-
thing to something O The gate is attached to
the post. O I am attaching a copy of my previ-
ous letter. 2. to consider that something has a
particular quality O She attaches great im-
portance to hygiene.

attached /o'tzt [t/ adj having a strong lik-
ing for someone or something (informal)
attachment /o'tet /mont/ noun 1. some-
thing which can be attached to something
else 2. a liking for someone or something 3. a
document attached to an email

@ attack /o'tak/ noun 1. the act of trying to
hurt someone or something O They made an
attack on the town. 0 under attack the situa-
tion of being attacked O The town is under
attack from rebel guerrillas. 2. a criticism O
He launched an attack on the government. 3.
a sudden illness O She had an attack of ma-
laria. ® verb 1. to try to hurt someone or to
hit someone O Three men attacked her and
stole her watch. O The old lady was attacked
by muggers. 2. to try to destroy something O
They attacked the enemy camp.

® attacker /o'teeka/ noun a person who at-
tacks someone or something. Synonym
assailant

® attain /o'temn/ verb to reach a particular
status or rank or to be successful in
something

attainment /o'ternmont/ noun success in
achieving something or reaching a particular
goal



attempt

® attempt /o'tempt/ noun an act of trying
to do something O He failed in his attempt to
climb Mount Everest. O All his attempts to
get a job have failed. O We closed down one
shop in an attempt to cut costs. O She passed
her driving test at the second attempt. O an
attempt on someone’s life the action of try-
ing to kill someone W verb to try to do some-
thing O She attempted to commit suicide.
attempted /o'temptid/ adj describes
something which someone has tried to do

@ attend /a'tend/ verb to be present at an
event O She attended the wedding. O They
organised a protest meeting, but only one or
two people attended.

attendance /s'tendons/ noun 1. the fact
of being present at an event O in attendance
being with someone in order to help them O
The Queen unveiled the memorial, with Ma-
jor Jones in attendance. 2. the number of
people present at an event (NOTE: no plural)
attendant /a'tendoant/ noun 1. a person on
duty in a place 2. a person who helps some-
one during a ceremony

attend to /o'tend tu:/ verb 1. to give care-
ful thought to something and deal with it 2. O
to attend to someone, to someone’s needs
to look after someone such as a customer or
patient O Wait here, please, someone will at-
tend to you in a moment.

® attention /o'tenfon/ noun 1. the act of
concentrating on what you are doing O
Don'’t distract the driver’s attention. o for
the attention of words written on a letter
to show that it is intended for a particular
person to deal with it © Mark your letter ‘for
the attention of the Managing Director’.
Abbr FAO O to pay attention to to concen-
trate on something and think about it care-
fully O Pay attention to the instructions in
the leaflet. O Don’t pay any attention to what
she says! O to turn your attention to some-
thing to start to think about something care-
fully 2. careful treatment O Your shoulder
needs some attention. O His brakes could do
with some attention. 3. the position of a sol-
dier, standing straight, with heels together
and looking straight ahead O The guards
stood to attention at the entrance of the
palace.

attention span /o'tenfon span/ noun the
length of time that someone can concentrate
effectively on a particular job or activity
attentive /o'tentiv/ adj 1. listening care-
fully 2. being careful when dealing with
someone

attentively /o'tentivli/ adv in an attentive
way

attest /o'test/ verb o to attest to some-
thing to state officially that something is true
(formal) O Many people attested to his
honesty.
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attributive

attic /'«etik/ noun a room or space at the top
of a house under the roof. Synonym loft.
Antonym cellar
attire /o'tara/ noun clothing
(NOTE: no plural)
@ attitude /'ztitju:d/ noun 1. the position
of your body, e.g. standing or sitting O His
portrait shows him in a thoughtful attitude. 2.
a way of thinking O What is the govern-
ment’s attitude to the problem?
@ attorney /o't3:ni/ noun US a lawyer
Attorney-General /o,tsmni 'dzen(o)ral/
noun 1. one of the law officers in the UK
government 2. the head of legal matters in
the US federal government, in charge of the
Department of Justice
@ attract /o'trekt/ verb to make someone
want to come to a place or want to become
involved in something such as a business O
The shops are lowering their prices to attract
more customers. O The exhibition attracted
hundreds of visitors. O We must see if we can
attract more candidates for the job. O to be
attracted to someone to feel a sexual inter-
est in someone O [ can't understand why
she’s attracted to him.
® attraction /o'trakan/ noun 1. the abil-
ity to attract 2. something which attracts peo-
ple O The Tower of London is a great tourist
attraction. 3. the ability of a substance or ob-
ject to make something move towards it.
Antonym repulsion
@ attractive /o'treektiv/ adj 1. pleas-
ant-looking O They found the Lake District
very attractive. O She’s an attractive young
girl. 2. which attracts people O There are
some attractive bargains in the sale. O The
rival firm made him a very attractive offer.
attributable /o'tribjutob(a)l/ adj probably
the cause of something
® attribute /'ztribju:t/ noun a quality that
someone has < to attribute something to
1. to say that something was caused by some-
thing O The accident was attributed to faulty
brakes. 2. to say that something was said or
written by someone O The remark was attrib-
uted to his father.
attribution / &tri'bju:[(9)n/ noun < attri-
bution to 1. the fact of saying that some-
thing was caused by something O They
confirmed the inspectors’ attribution of the
accident to faulty brakes. 2. the fact of saying
that something was said or written by some-
one O [ disagree with his attribution of the
poem to Shakespeare.
attributive /o'tribjutiv/ adj (of an adjec-
tive) which comes before a noun and de-
scribes it

COMMENT: In ‘the cold weather the word

‘cold’ is attributive (as opposed to ‘the

weather is cold’, where it is predicative).

(formal)
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atypical /er'tipik(o)l/ adj not typical. Ant-
onym typical

aubergine /'oubazimn/ noun a dark purple
shiny fruit of a small plant, used as a vegeta-
ble (NOTE: The US term is eggplant.)
auburn /'orbon/ adj of a dark red-
dish-brown colour

auction /'a:kfon/ noun a public sale in
which an object is sold to the person who of-
fers to pay the highest amount of money for it
O to put something up for auction to offer
something for sale at an auction W verb to
sell something at an auction

auctioneer /o:k[o'n1a/ noun a person
who runs an auction

audacious /o:'derfos/ adj very brave or
involving great risk

audaciously /o:'deifssli/ adv in an auda-
cious way
audacity
behaviour
audible /'5:dib(a)l/ adj which can be heard.
Synonym perceptible. Antonym inaudible
audibly /'o:dibli/ adv in an audible way

@ audience /'o:dions/ noun 1. the people
watching a performance, e.g. at a theatre or
cinema or on television, or listening to a ra-
dio programme O Members of the audience
cheered. O There was a huge audience on the
first night of the play. 2. a formal situation in
which you can speak privately to an impor-
tant person O The ambassador had an audi-
ence with the President.

audio- /o:diou/ prefix referring to sound O
audio tape

audiovisual /,o:diou'vizusl/ adj referring
to sound and pictures that have been recorded
together B noun an audiovisual recording
audit /'o:dit/ noun 1. an official check of a
company’s accounts 2. a careful examination
of an organisation or a set of procedures to
see how good they are. Synonym review m
verb 1. to check accounts officially O The ac-
counts have not yet been audited. 2. to exam-
ine something carefully to see how good it is.
Synonym review

® audition /o:'dif(e)n/ noun a test for per-
formers such as actors, singers or dancers, to
see if they will be given a part in a play or
film m verb 1. to hold an audition for a per-
former 2. to do an audition for a part O Two
hundred children auditioned for the part of
the Artful Dodger-.

auditor /'o:dito/ noun someone whose job
is to check a company’s accounts officially
auditorium /o:dr'torriom/ noun a large
hall used for events such as concerts (NOTE:
The plural is auditoriums or auditoria.)
augment /o:g'ment/ verb to increase an
amount of something (formal)

/or'deesiti/  noun audacious

authenticate

augmentation /o:gmen'terf(o)n/ noun
an increase (formal)

augur /'o:go/ verb to be a sign for the fu-
ture. Synonym foretell o it doesn’t augur
well it is not a good sign

® August /'o:gast/ noun the eighth month
of the year, the month after July and before
September O August 15 O My birthday is in
August. O I left my job last August. O Today
is August 15th. (NOTE: August 15th or Au-
gust 15: say ‘August the fifteenth’ or ‘the fif-
teenth of August’ or in US English ‘August
fifteenth’.)

® aunt /a:nt/ noun the sister of your mother
or father, or the wife of an uncle O Say good-
bye to Aunt Anne. O She lives next door to my
aunt.

auntie /'a:nti/, aunty noun an aunt (infor-
mal)

au pair /ou 'ped/ noun a person, usually a
young woman, who lives with a family in an-
other country to learn the language while
looking after children and helping to keep the
house clean (NOTE: The plural is au pairs.)
aura /'omra/ noun a general feeling or qual-
ity in a particular situation. Synonym air
aural /'o:ral/ adj referring to hearing (NOTE:
Do not confuse with oral.)

auspices /'oispisiz/ noun o under the
auspices of organised by or supported with
money from (formal) O The concert is being
held under the auspices of the local Chamber
of Commerce.

auspicious /o:'spifas/ adj likely to be
successful. Antonym inauspicious

Aussie /'pzi/ (informal) adj Australian m
noun an Australian O There was a group of
Aussies in the restaurant. (NOTE: The plural
is Aussies.)

austere /o:'st1o/ adj 1. with a plain and
simple appearance 2. with only the basic
things you need to live

austerity /o:'steriti/ noun 1. the quality of
being austere 2. poor living conditions be-
cause people do not have much money
Australasian /,pstro'lerz(o)n/ adj refer-
ring to Australasia, the part of the southern
half of the world which includes Australia,
New Zealand, and the Pacific Islands
Australian Rules football /o streilion
ruzlz 'futboa:l/ noun a sport played by two
teams of eighteen players on an oval field
with an oval ball with the intention of scoring
points by kicking the ball over the oppo-
nents’ goal line (NOTE: In Australia the
game is often called Footie.)

authentic /o:'0entik/ adj original, not false
or artificial

authenticate /o:'0entikert/ verb to prove
that something is authentic



authentication

authentication /o:,6entr'kerf(a)n/ noun
the act of proving that something is authentic
authenticity /,0:0en'tisiti/ noun the fact
of being authentic

@ author /'5:0a/ noun a writer © The books
are written under a pseudonym and no one
knows who the author is. O She is the author
of a popular series of children’s books.
authorisation /,0:60rar'ze1f(o)n/, autho-
rization noun official permission. Synonym
approval

authorise /'s0:0oraiz/, authorize verb to
give permission for something to be done.
Synonym approve. Antonym forbid
authoritarian /o: Oori'tesrion/ adj con-
trolling people strictly. Synonym strict
authoritative /o:'Ooritotiv/ adj 1. in a
powerful way, so that people will obey 2. re-
cognised as expert

authoritatively /o:'0oritotivli/ adv in an
authoritative way

authorities /o:'Ooritiz/ plural noun the
government

® authority /o:'0oriti/ noun 1. a power to
do something O He has no authority to act on
our behalf. 2. permission to do something O
He signed without having my authority to do
so. 3. where information is from O What is
his authority for the story? 4. a ruling organi-
sation O The education authority pays teach-
ers’ salaries. (NOTE: The plural in this
meaning is authorities.) 5. an expert O He's
an authority on Greek literature. (NOTE: The
plural in this meaning is authorities.)
autism /'o:tiz(o)m/ noun a mental condi-
tion which makes people who have it unable
to react to other people in the usual way
autistic /o:'tistik/ adj having autism

@ auto /'o:tou/ noun a car (informal)
autobiographical /,o1toubare-
'graefik(a)l/ adj referring to the writer’s life
autobiography /,o:toubar'ngrofi/ noun a
story of the life of a person written by him-
self or herself. Synonym memoirs
autocrat /'oitokraet/ noun a person who
governs or manages with total power over the
people in a country or organisation
autocratic /o:to'kraetik/ adj ruling like an
autocrat

Autocue /'o:toukjui/ trademark a screen
which helps someone speaking on television
by showing them the words of their speech
autograph /'o:togra:f/ noun a famous
person’s name written in their own writing
for someone to keep m verb O to autograph
something for someone to write your name
in something such as a book O I asked the
goalkeeper to autograph the programme for
me.
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auxiliary verb

autograph hunter /'o:togra:f  hanto/
noun a person who tries to meet famous peo-
ple to get their autographs

automate /'sc:tomert/ verb to use machines
to do work which previously was done by
people

automated /'o:tomertid/ adj using ma-
chines in place of people. Synonym
automatic

automated teller machine /o:tomertid
'telo mo, fiin/ noun US a machine outside a
bank from which money can be obtained
when a card is inserted. Abbr ATM (NOTE:
The British term is cashpoint machine.)

® automatic adj /o:to'meetik/ which
works by itself O There is an automatic de-
vice which cuts off the electric current. m
noun 1. a gun which continues firing as long
as the trigger is being pulled O The robbers
opened fire with automatics. 2. a car which
has automatic gear change O [ prefer driving
automatics to manual models.

@ automatically /o:to'metikli/ adv 1.
without thinking about what is being done 2.
without people being involved

automation /o:to'merf(o)n/ noun the
practice of using machines instead of people
to carry out work. Synonym mechanisation
automobile /'o:tomabiil/ noun especially
USacar

automotive /,o:to'mout1v/ adj referring to
motor vehicles

autonomous
governing

® autonomy /o:'tonomi/ noun 1. self-
government 2. the fact of being able to de-
cide what to do by yourself, without asking
anyone else

autopilot /'ortoupailot/ noun a machine
which can fly a plane, allowing the pilot to
rest

autopsy /'o:topsi/ noun the examination
of the body of a dead person to find the cause
of death (NOTE: The plural is autopsies.)

@ autumn /'o:itom/ noun the season of the
year between summer and winter (formal) O
In autumn, the leaves turn brown. O We went
on a walking holiday last autumn. O They say
the building will be finished next autumn. O
I'll be starting my new job in the autumn.
(NOTE: The US term is fall.)

autumnal /o:'tamn(o)l/ adj referring to
autumn

auxiliary /o:g'ziliori/ adj which gives help
® noun 1. a person who helps other workers
2. an auxiliary verb (NOTE: [all senses] The
plural is auxiliaries.)

auxiliary verb /s:g'ziliori v3ib/ noun a
verb that is used with another verb to show
person, number, mood, tense, or aspect

/oi'tonomas/ adj self-



avail

COMMENT: The auxiliary verbs in English
are be, do and have.

avail /a'vell/ verb o to avail yourself of
something to make use of something ®m noun
O be of no avail to be no use O to no avail
without success O They tried pushing the car,
but all to no avail.

® availability /o,veila'biliti/ noun the fact
of being available O subject to availability if
available O The goods will be supplied sub-
Ject to availability.

® available /5'veilob(a)l/ adj 1. able to be
obtained O The tablets are available from
most chemists. 2. O to make yourself avail-
able to arrange to be free to do something O /
can make myself available to meet you next
week.

avalanche /'zvola:nt[/ noun a fall of
masses of snow down the side of a mountain
O avalanche season late spring, when in-
creasing temperatures make the snow be-
come soft on high mountains, and cause
avalanches

avant-garde /,&voy 'ga:d/ adj describes
things such as forms of art or ways of think-
ing that are new, original and not traditional
avarice /'zvoris/ noun a strong feeling of
wanting to have and keep a lot of money.
Synonym greed

avaricious /@vo'rifos/ adj wanting to
have a lot of money and not spend it. Syn-
onym greedy

Ave abbravenue

avenge /o'vend3/ verb to hurt or punish
someone because they have done wrong to
you or to someone close to you O to avenge
yourself on to make someone suffer for
something wrong that they have done to you
O She wanted to avenge herself on her rival.
Compare revenge

® avenue /'®vonjui/ noun 1. a wide street
in a town, often with trees along the side 2.
two parallel rows of trees 3. a way of dealing
with a matter

® average /'®v(o)rid3/ noun 1. a total cal-
culated by adding several numbers together
and dividing by the amount of numbers
added O The temperature has been above the
average for the time of year. O the average
for the last three months or the last three
months’ average 2. O on average as a rule O
On average, £15 worth of goods are stolen
every day. 3. a sharing of the costs of an in-
surance W adj 1. ordinary O [t was an aver-
age working day at the office. O Their
daughter is of above average intelligence. 2.
calculated by dividing the total by the num-
ber of quantities O His average speed was 30
miles per hour. B verb to work out as an av-
erage O Price increases have averaged 10%
per annum.
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award

averse /a'v3:s/ adj (formal) o to be averse
to to dislike O I'm averse to people smoking
in pubs. 0 not to be averse to to like O She is
not averse to hard work. O He is not averse
to the odd glass of wine with his meals.
aversion /a'vs:[()n/ noun o an aversion
to or towards a dislike of O She has a great
aversion to people who look away while talk-
ing to her. O You can’t ask them together be-
cause of their mutual aversion towards each
other.

avert /o'va:t/ verb 1. to prevent something
happening 2. O to avert your eyes to look
away (formal) O On the sight of blood she
averted her eyes.

aviation /.ervi'erf(o)n/ noun the action of
flying aircraft

avid /'zvid/ adj extremely keen

avidly /'evidli/ adv keenly

avocado /.@va'ka:douv/ noun 1. a fruit
which has a thick green or black skin and
pale green flesh with a large seed inside 2. a
tree that avocados grow on 3. a pale green
colour

® avoid /o'vord/ verb 1. to keep away from
O Travel early to avoid the traffic jams. O
Aircraft fly high to avoid storms. 2. to try not
to do something O He’s always trying to
avoid taking a decision. O You must avoid
travelling on Friday evenings. (NOTE: You
avoid something or avoid doing some-
thing.)

avoidable /a'voidob(a)l/ adj which could
have been avoided

avowed /a'vaud/ adj publicly stated (for-
mal)

await /o'wert/ verb to wait for something

® awake /o'werk/ verb 1. to wake someone
up O He was awoken by the sound of the tele-
phone. 2. to wake up O He awoke when he
heard them knocking on the door. O They
awoke to find a fox in their tent. (NOTE:
awaking — awoke /o'wouk/ — has awoken)
W adjnot asleep O I can’'t get to sleep —it’s 2
o’clock and [I'm still awake. Antonym
asleep (NOTE: awake cannot be used in
front of a noun)

awaken /o'werkon/ verb 1. to wake up 2.
to wake someone up O to awaken someone
to a danger to warn someone of a danger O
The president was finally awakened to the
possibility of war.

awakening /o'weik(o)nig/ noun a waking
up

@ award /o'woid/ noun 1. a prize O The
coffee maker has won a design award. O The
school has been nominated for an award. 2. a
decision which settles a disagreement O The
latest pay award has been announced. m
verb to give something such as a prize, a de-
gree or diploma, or other reward to someone



award-winning

O He was awarded first prize. O She was
awarded damages. Synonym confer
award-winning /o'wo:d ,winip/ adj hav-
ing won an award or awards

® aware /o'wea/ adj knowing something O
1 am not aware of any problem. O Is he
aware that we have to decide quickly? o not
that I am aware of not as far as I know O
Has there ever been an accident here before?
— Not that I am aware of.

® awareness /o'weanas/ noun a state of
being aware

awash /o'wo/ adj © awash with 1. cov-
ered with something, especially a liquid 2.
possessing a lot of something O Just at the
moment the company is awash with cash.

® away /o'wer/ adv 1. at a particular dis-
tance or time O The nearest shop is three
kilometres away. 2. moving or leading fur-
ther from a person, place or object O We all
waved as the bus moved away. O The track
led away towards the sea. 3. (as emphasis,
after verbs) without stopping O The birds
were singing away in the garden. O right
away immediately O She ate the mince pie
and right away asked for another one. 4. not
here, somewhere else O The managing direc-
tor is away on business. O My assistant is
away sick. 5. (in sports) at your opponents’
sports ground O Our team is playing away
next Saturday.

away game /o'welr gemm/ noun game
played at your opponents’ sports ground

® awe /o1/ noun great fear or respect of
someone O to be in awe of someone to be
frightened of someone O She is in awe of her
father.

® awful /'o:f(a)l/ adj very bad or unpleasant
O She felt awful about missing the party. O
He’s got an awful cold. O Turn off the televi-
sion — that programme’s awful! Synonym
dreadful

@ awfully /'o:f(9)li/ adv very (informal)
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azure

awhile /o'wail/ adv for a short time
(literary)

@ awkward /'o:kwad/ adj 1. embarrassing
or difficult to deal with 2. difficult to use or
deal with because of its shape, size or posi-
tion O The handle’s a very awkward shape.
3. not convenient 4. (of a person) not relaxed
or confident on social occasions 5. (of a per-
son) clumsy and unattractive in appearance
or movement

awkwardly /'o:kwadli/ adv 1. in an awk-
ward way 2. not conveniently
awkwardness /'o:kwadnos/ noun 1. a
feeling of being embarrassed 2. difficulty
awning /'omiy/ noun a roof made of strong
cloth, used to keep the sun or rain off
awoke, awoken /o'wouk, o'woukon/
awake

awry /a'rar/ adj 1. not straight 2. wrong
axe /xks/ noun 1. a tool with a heavy sharp
metal head, used for cutting through some-
thing 2. O to get the axe to be stopped O The
project got the axe. O to have an axe to
grind to have a personal reason for doing
something, or a personal point of view which
you keep repeating O You can ask him what
he thinks as he doesn’t have any particular
axe to grind on this issue. W verb to get rid of
O to axe staff to tell people that they have to
leave their job O Two hundred jobs are going
to be axed. (NOTE: [all senses] The US spell-
ing is ax.)

axiomatic / &ksio'metik/ adj which ev-
eryone knows is true

axis /'azksis/ noun an imaginary line
through the centre of a round object such as a
ball (NOTE: The plural is axes /'&ksiiz/.)
axle /'zksal/ noun a straight bar, usually
made of metal, which connects the wheels in
a vehicle

aye /a1/ noun a yes vote O the ayes have it
the yes votes have won W interj O aye aye
sir! (in the navy) yes, sir!

azure /'®39/ adj bright blue (literary)



B

b /biz/, B noun the second letter of the alpha-
bet, between A and C

BA abbr bachelor of arts O She has a BA in
Italian and music. (NOTE: written after the
name: Jane Bushell BA)

baa /ba:/ verb to make the sound that a
sheep makes with its voice B noun the sound
that a sheep makes with its voice

babble /'beb(a)l/ noun 1. a little sound
made by water as it flows O the babble of the
stream 2. the sound of people talking to-
gether O a babble of voices in the next room
B verb 1. (of water) to make a sound as it
flows O We sat on the grass by a babbling
brook. 2. to speak in a confused way O She
babbled a few words and collapsed. O
What'’s he babbling on about?

babe /beib/ noun 1. a baby 2. an attractive
young man or woman O She’s a real babe! 3.
a girl (informal, sometimes offensive) O
Come on, babe, let’s hit the town.

baboon /ba'bu:in/ noun a type of large Af-
rican monkey

® baby /'beibi/ noun 1. a very young child
O Most babies start to walk when they are
about a year old. O I've known him since he
was a baby. O to have a baby to give birth to
a baby O She’s going into hospital to have
her baby. O the baby of the family the youn-
gest child in a family 2. a very young animal
O a baby rabbit (NOTE: The plural is babies.
If you do not know if a baby is a boy or a
girl, you can refer to it as it: The baby was
sucking its thumb.)

baby carrier /'berbi karia/ noun an ob-
ject like a large flat bag with handles, for car-
rying a baby

babyish /'berbiif/ adj like a baby. Syn-
onym childish

® baby-sit /'beibi sit/ verb to look after a
child or children in a house, while their par-
ents are out (NOTE: baby-sitting -
baby-sat)

® baby-sitter /'beibi ,sito/ noun a person
who baby-sits

baby talk /'beibi to:k/ noun a way of
speaking like a baby

bachelor /'bet [ala/ noun 1. a man who is
not married O He's still a bachelor and I'm
beginning to wonder if he’ll ever get mar-

ried. 2. a person with a first degree from a
university O a bachelor of arts O He left uni-
versity in 1988 with a Bachelor of Science
degree.

bachelor’s degree /'bat[oloz di,grii/
noun a first degree from a university

@ back /bak/ noun 1. the part of your body
which is not in front O She went to sleep ly-
ing on her back. O He carried his son on his
back. O Don’t lift that heavy box, you may
hurt your back. o do something behind
someone’s back do something without tell-
ing the person who it affects O to turn your
back on someone to turn round so that your
back is towards someone, as a sign that you
are annoyed O glad to see the back of some-
one pleased that someone has left O to put
someone’s back up to annoy someone O
have broken the back of the work have
done most of the work 2. the opposite part to
the front O He wrote his address on the back
of the envelope. O She sat in the back of the
bus and went to sleep. O The dining room is
at the back of the house. O to know a place
like the back of your hand to know a place
extremely well O to put trousers on back to
front to put trousers on the wrong way round
3. one of the players in a sports team who
tries to prevent the other team from getting a
point O The backs should stay back to defend
the goal. m adj 1. on the opposite side to the
front O He knocked at the back door of the
house. O The back tyre of my bicycle is flat.
2. referring to the past O back pay m adv 1.
towards the back O He stepped back from the
edge of the platform. O She leant back in her
armchair. O Can you please sit back, I can’t
see the screen. 2. in the state that something
was previously O Put the telephone back on
the table. O She watched him drive away and
then went back into the house. O She gave me
back the money she had borrowed. O Il
phone you when I am back in the office. 3. in
the past O Back in the 1950s, life was much
less complicated than it is today. ® verb 1. to
go backwards, to make something go back-
wards O He backed or backed his car down
the drive. O to back away from to go back-
wards from something frightening O The lit-
tle girl backed away from the dog. 2. to



backache

support with money O She is backing her
son’s restaurant. 3. to strongly support a par-
ticular person, opinion, etc. O Were backing
the Prime Minister to win the election.
(NOTE: Back is often used after verbs: to
give back, to go back, to pay back, etc.)
backache /'bakeik/ noun a pain in the
back

back benches /'bxk  bentfiz/ plural
noun in the British Parliament, the seats
where ordinary members of parliament sit

® backbone /'bekboun/ noun 1. the se-
ries of bones which connect together down
the back of a person or an animal O If you re
careful, you ought to be able to lift the back-
bone off the fish before eating it. 2. strength
of character O It takes someone with back-
bone to stand up to the government.
backdate /bak'dert/ verb to put an earlier
date on something

® back door /bak 'do:/ noun a door at the
back of a house

backer /'baxkas/ noun 1. a person who sup-
ports a project with money O One of the com-
pany’s backers has withdrawn. 2. a person
who risks money by saying which horse,
team, etc. will win a particular race or com-
petition O Several backers lost thousands
when the favourite fell at the last fence.
backfire / bak'fars/ verb 1. (of a car) to
make a loud noise in the engine O The motor-
bike backfired several times when I started it
this morning. 2. (of a plan) to go wrong, to
turn out exactly the opposite to what was ex-
pected O He was sure that everything would
go according to plan and had never even
thought it could backfire. O All their holiday
plans backfired when their children got
chickenpox.

backgammon /'bxk,gemon/ noun a
board game for two people, in which they
move their playing pieces after throwing two
dice

@ background /'baekgravnd/ noun 1. a
part of a picture which seems further away O
The photograph is of a house with mountains
in the background. O His white shirt stands
out against the dark background. Compare
foreground 2. past life or experience O He
comes from a working class background. O
Her background is in the restaurant busi-
ness. 3. past details O He explained the back-
ground of the claim for damages.
background music /'bakgravnd
,mju:zik/ noun music played quietly as part
of a film or in a place such as a restaurant
backhand /'bekhend/ adj referring to a
way of hitting the ball in sports such as tennis
in which the back of the player’s hand moves
towards the ball m noun a backhand shot.
Antonym forehand
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backstage

backhanded /bak'haendid/ adj which
could be taken also as an insult

® backing /'bakiy/ noun 1. financial sup-
port O He has the backing of a French bank.
2. the action of going backwards O Backing
your car round corners is always difficult. 3.
music played for a singer O She sings with an
Irish backing group.

backlash /'bakle[/ noun a reaction
against something

backlog /'baklpg/ noun a lot of work
which someone has not had time to do yet
back out / bk 'aut/ verb 1. to make a car
go backwards out of a place O He backed
(the car) out of the garage into the main
road. 2. to decide not to support a project O
We had to cancel the project when the bank
backed out.

® backpack /'bakpek/ noun a bag carried
on your back. Synonym rucksack

® backpacker /'bekpaks/ noun a person
who goes walking for pleasure, carrying a
backpack

® backpacking /'bakpekiy/ noun the
activity of going on a long distance walk,
carrying a backpack

back pay /'bxk per/ noun a part of a salary
which has not been paid

backpedal /'bak,ped(a)l/ verb 1. (on a bi-
cycle) to move the pedals backwards 2. to
change your point of view and do the oppo-
site of what you had promised O The govern-
ment is starting to backpedal over its pledge
to cut taxes. O The minister had to backpedal
rapidly when the papers found out about his
speech.

back room /bak 'rom/ noun a room at
the back of an office, where secret work is
done

back-room boys /'bak ruim ,boiz/ plu-
ral noun people, especially scientists, who do
important work that the public do not know
about

back seat / bak 'si:t/ noun 1. a seat in the
back of a vehicle 2. a less important or active
position in an organisation

back seat driver /bak siit 'draiva/
noun a passenger in a car who offers the
driver advice

backside /'baksaid/ noun the part of the
body you sit on (informal)

backslash /'baksla[/ noun a keyboard
character (\) in the form of a line that slopes
to the left

backspace /'baxkspers/ noun the key that
you press on a keyboard in order to move one
space back on a computer screen
backstage /bxk'sterds/ adv 1. off the
stage in a theatre O The actors gathered
backstage to wait for the audience to settle
down. 2. hidden from view O She did a lot of



back street

work backstage to help the party win the
election. m adj hidden from view O The foot-
ball club has several backstage supporters
who keep it afloat. O He did a lot of back-
stage work to help the poor people of the
town.

back street /'bak striit/ noun a street
away from the main streets O He grew up in
the back streets of the city. ®m adj referring to
an activity that is done secretly or illegally
backstroke /'bakstrouk/ noun a swim-
ming style where you lie on your back and
move your arms backwards

back-to-back /,bxk to 'bxk/ adj, aadv 1.
with the back of one person or thing against
the back of another O Stand back-to-back to
see who is the tallest. O They put the chairs
back-to-back. 2. happening one after the
other O back-to-back meetings

backtrack /'bektrak/ verb 1. to go back
2. to say that you no longer agree with some-
thing that you did or said previously

® back up /bxk 'ap/ verb 1. to help or
support someone O Nobody would back her
up when she complained about the service. O
Will you back me up in the vote? 2. to make a
copy of a computer file O Don't forget to
back up your work before you go home in the
evening. 3. to make a car go backwards O
Can you back up, please — I want to get out of
the parking lot.

backup /'beekap/ adj supporting, helping O
We offer a free backup service to customers.
B noun helper support

backup copy /'bekap kopi/ noun a copy
of a computer disk to be kept in case the orig-
inal disk is damaged or lost

backward /'‘bakwod/ adj 1. not as ad-
vanced as normal O The little boy seems
backward for his age. 2. with no advanced
industry O Some countries are still relatively
backward. 3. towards the back, behind you O
He gave her a backward look and waved
goodbye. ®m adv US same as backwards

@ backwards /'bakwadz/ adv from the
front towards the back O Don’t step back-
wards. O ‘Tab’ is ‘bat’ spelt backwards. O
She looked backwards at the next person in
the queue. O backwards and forwards in
one direction, then in the opposite direction O
The policeman was walking backwards and
Sforwards in front of the bank. O to bend over
backwards, to lean over backwards to do
something to do everything you can to be
helpful (informal) © We bent over backwards
to get her a mortgage, and then she decided
not to buy the house. O The social services
leant over backwards to help the family.
backwater /'bekwoito/ noun a quiet
country place, away from the capital city
backyard /bak'ja:d/ noun 1. an enclosed
area behind a house, with a hard surface O
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We keep our bikes in the backyard. 2. the
area in which you live O They have no idea of
what’s going on in their own backyard. 3. US
a piece of land behind a house (NOTE: The
British term is garden.)

® bacon /'beikan/ noun meat from a pig
which has been treated with salt or smoke,
usually cut into thin pieces 0O bacon and eggs
a breakfast meal of bacon and eggs that have
been cooked in a pan on top of a cooker O to
save someone’s bacon to get someone out of
a difficult situation (informal)

bacteria /bzk'tiorio/ plural noun very
small living things, which can cause disease
(NOTE: The singular is bacterium /bak-
"troriom/.)

bacterial /bak'troriol/, bacteriological
/baektiorio'lndzik(o)l/ adj referring to
bacteria

bacterial warfare /bak,tiorial 'wo:fea/
noun war where bacteria are used to kill the
enemy

Bactrian camel /bektrion 'kam(o)l/
noun an Asian camel which has two humps
® bad /bad/ adj 1. not good O Eating too
much fat is bad for you. O I think it would be
a bad idea to go on holiday in November. 2.
of poor quality © He’s a bad driver. O She’s
good at singing but bad at playing the piano.
3. unpleasant O He's got a bad cold. O She’s
in a bad temper. O I've got some bad news
for you. O The weather was bad when we
were on holiday in August. 4. serious O He
had a bad accident on the motorway. 5. (of
food) which is not fresh and has started to de-
cay O [ think the pie is bad, so we had better
not eat it. O The meat we bought yesterday
has started to go bad. (NOTE: bad — worse
/w3is/ — worst /w3ist/)

bad debt /baed 'det/ noun an amount of
money owed to a person or to a company,
which will never be paid

baddy /'badi/ noun an evil character, e.g.
in a novel or a film. Antonym goody (NOTE:
The plural is baddies.)

badge /bad3/ noun a small sign attached to
someone’s clothes to show something, e.g.
who he or she is or what company he or she
belongs to

badger /'bed3a/ noun a wild animal, with
short legs and a black and white mark on the
front of its head, which lives in holes in the
ground O Farmers say that cows can catch
TB from badgers. m verb O to badger some-
one into doing something to keep on asking
someone so often that in the end they do what
you want O She badgered me into giving her
the key.

bad guy /'bed gar/ noun an evil character
in a story or film (informal)

bad language /bad 'lepgwidz/ noun
swearing and rude words



badly

@ badly /'baedli/ adv 1. not well O She did
badly in her driving test. 2. seriously O He
was badly injured in the motorway accident.
3. very much O His hair badly needs cutting.
(NOTE: badly — worse — worst)

badly-off / badli 'pf/ adj not having very
much money (NOTE: badly-off — worse-off
— worst-off)

badminton /'bedminton/ noun a game
for two or four people, similar to tennis, in
which the players use rackets to hit a shuttle-
cock over a net

badmouth /'baedmauvd/ verb to criticise
someone in a rude or unpleasant way (infor-
mal)

bad-tempered /bad 'tempad/ adj feel-
ing angry

baffle /'bef(o)l/ noun an object which re-
duces the effects or movement of noise or air
O They built baffles between the airport run-
way and the road. m verb to be unable to un-
derstand something O I'm baffled as to why
the car won't start. O The cause of the com-
mon cold has baffled scientists for years.
Synonym confuse

@ bag /baeg/ noun 1. a container made of a
substance such as paper or plastic, and used
for carrying things O He put the apples in a
paper bag. O to let the cat out of the bag to
tell a secret by accident (informal) © Her
husband let the cat out of the bag and it was
all over the newspapers the following morn-
ing. O it’s in the bag the deal has been
agreed 2. an amount that can be contained in

a bag O a bag of potatoes O a small bag of

flour o bags of a large amount of (informal)
O Let him pay the bill if he wants to — he’s
got bags of money. 3. same as handbag O
My keys are in my bag. 4. a suitcase or large
bag used when travelling O I always pack my
bags at the last minute. O to tell someone to
pack their bags to tell someone to leave or
to tell someone they have to leave their job
(informal) O When he got home, she told him
to pack his bags. m verb 1. to catch, kill or
destroy O We bagged a brace of pheasants. O
He bagged three enemy planes. 2. 0 bags 1
go first let me go first, I claim the right to go
first (informal)

bagel /'beig()l/ noun a small hard bread
roll, shaped like a ring

baggage /'bagid3/ noun cases and bags
which you take with you when travelling.
Synonym luggage

baggage check /'baegids tfek/ noun the
examination of passengers’ bags to see if
they contain bombs or other dangerous
objects

baggage handler /'bagidz  handlo/
noun a person who works at an airport taking
passengers’ bags on or off planes

48

baked potato

baggy /'bagi/ adj (of clothes) appearing
too big for the person who is wearing them
(NOTE: baggier — baggiest)

bagpipes /'bagpaips/ plural noun a musi-
cal instrument used especially in Scotland,
Ireland and Brittany, which is played by
blowing air into a bag and then pumping it
through pipes

baguette /ba'get/ noun 1. a stick-shaped
loaf of bread 2. a valuable stone such as a di-
amond which is cut in a long narrow shape
bail /beil/ noun money which an arrested
person, or someone else, pays to a court as a
promise that the person will return to court
for their trial. If they do not return the court
keeps the money. O She was released on bail
of £5000. o to jump bail not to appear in
court after being allowed bail O The police
are afraid he will jump bail. m verb to use
something to remove water from a boat O
We're filling up with water — start bailing!
(NOTE: Do not confuse with bale.)

bailiff /'berlif/ noun 1. a court official who
is responsible for making sure that court or-
ders are obeyed O The court ordered the bai-
liff to seize his property because he had not
paid his debt. O We were having breakfast
when the bailiffs arrived and seized our car.
2. someone whose job is to manage a farm
for the person who owns it O We are looking
for a bailiff for one of our farms.

bail out /,beil 'aut/ verb 1. to help some-
one in difficulty O When he couldn’t pay his
rent, he asked his father to bail him out. 2. to
pay money to a court to have a prisoner set
free O He phoned his lawyer to see if some-
one could bail him out. 3. to remove water
from a boat © I'll try to plug the hole, if you
start to bail out.

bails /beilz/ plural noun two pieces of wood
on top of the stumps in cricket

bait /bert/ noun something used to attract
fish or animals so that you can catch them O
We must put down some more bait to try to
get rid of the mice. Synonym lure O to rise
to the bait, to take the bait to allow yourself
to get caught by an attractive offer m verb to
attach bait to a hook O He baited his line with
a worm.

® bake /beik/ verb to cook food in an oven
O Mum’s baking a cake for my birthday. O
Bake the pizza for 35 minutes.

® baked beans /beikt 'bi:nz/ plural
noun dried white beans cooked in tomato
sauce O We had baked beans on toast for
supper. O Can you go to the grocer’s and get
me a tin of baked beans?

baked potato /beikt pa'tertou/ noun a
potato which you bake in the oven, often cut
open when it is cooked and filled with an-
other food such as cheese or beans



baker

® baker /'beika/ noun a person whose job
is to make bread and cakes

baker’s dozen /beikoz 'daz(o)n/ noun
thirteen

bakery /'beikari/ noun a place where bread
and cakes are made for selling to the public
(NOTE: The plural is bakeries.)

baking /'betkiy/ noun the action of cook-
ing in an oven, especially bread and cakes O
There was a wonderful smell of baking com-
ing from the kitchen. m adj very hot O It’s
baking (hot) in here — can you open the win-
dow? Synonym sweltering. Antonym
freezing

baking powder /'beikiy ,pavds/ noun
powder which when added to a cake mix
helps it to rise

baking soda /'betkiy souda/ noun so-
dium bicarbonate, used in baking to make
cakes rise

@ balance /'balons/ noun 1. the quality of
staying steady O The cat needs a good sense
of balance to walk along the top of a fence. O
to keep your balance not to fall over O to
lose your balance to fall down O As he was
crossing the river on the tightrope he lost his
balance and fell. 2. money left in an account
O I have a balance of £25 in my bank ac-
count. 3. money left to be paid O You can pay
£100 down and the balance in three instal-
ments. O The balance outstanding is now
£5000. 4. a machine which weighs things 0O
the result is hanging in the balance you
cannot tell which way the result will turn out
m verb 1. to stand without falling O The cat
balanced on the top of the fence. 2. to make
something stand without falling O The waiter
balanced a pile of dirty plates on his arm. 3.
O to make accounts balance, to balance the
accounts to make income and the amount
spent equal in accounts

balanced /'bzlonst/ adj 1. not extreme,
having equal quantities O a balanced diet 2.
not in profit or loss O a balanced budget 3.
sensible O to express a balanced opinion
balance of payments /balons ov
'permonts/ noun the difference in value be-
tween what a country buys from other coun-
tries and what it sells to them

balance of power /baxlons ov 'pave/
noun 1. a situation where two powerful states
are almost equal in power O The rise of the
military government has threatened the bal-
ance of power in the region. 2. O to hold the
balance of power to be in a situation where
no large group has a majority and so hold
power by being able to decide which group to
support O Although the Liberal Democrats
only have two seats on the council, they hold
the balance of power because the other two
parties have twenty seats each.
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ball-bearing

balance sheet /'balons [i:t/ noun a state-
ment of a company’s financial position at the
end of a period of time

balancing act /'balonsip &kt/ noun a
skilful attempt to deal with opposing groups
or opinions, or with a large variety of jobs
balcony /'balkeni/ noun 1. a small flat
area that sticks out from the upper level of a
building O The flat has a balcony overlook-
ing the harbour. O Breakfast is served on the
balcony. 2. the upper rows of seats in a thea-
tre or cinema O We booked seats at the front
of the balcony. (NOTE: The plural is balco-
nies.)

bald /bo:ld/ adj 1. having no hair on the
head O His grandfather is quite bald. O He is
beginning to go bald. Compare hairless 2.
giving plain facts without any explanation O
After the fire, the police issued a bald
Statement.

balding /'bo:ldiy/ adj going bald

baldly /'bo:1dli/ adv done or said in a plain
and simple way

bald tyre /bo:ld 'tars/ noun a tyre which
has been worn smooth

bale /beil/ noun a large block of a substance
such as wool, paper or cotton O a bale of cot-
ton O They used bales of straw to make walls
alongside the racetrack. m verb O to bale out
to jump out of a plane with a parachute O As
the plane exploded, the pilot managed to bale
out. (NOTE: Do not confuse with bail.)

@ ball /bo:l/ noun 1. a round object used in
playing games, for throwing, kicking or hit-
ting O They played in the garden with an old
tennis ball. O He kicked the ball into the
goal. O He threw the ball and I caught it. 0
to keep the ball rolling to keep everything
moving, especially a conversation O John
kept the ball rolling by telling a long story
about his trip to Egypt. O to start the ball
rolling to start things going O to be on the
ball to have a lot of skill or knowledge of
something O I'’ll ask Mary to do it — she’s
been here a long time and is really on the
ball. o won’t play ball won’t cooperate 2.
any round object O a ball of wool O He crum-
pled the paper up into a ball. 3. a formal
dance O Cinderella lost her shoe at the ball.
O to have a ball to enjoy yourself very much
(informal) O The children don’t want to go
home — they 're having a ball.

ballad /'bzlod/ noun a simple romantic
song

ballast /'baelast/ noun 1. material carried in
a ship to give it extra weight, so that it will
keep steady even if it is not carrying any
goods 2. small stones that form a base for a
railway track

ball-bearing /bo:l 'beoriy/ noun 1. a
small steel ball O I tried to mend my bicycle
wheel and lost one of the ball-bearings. 2. a



ball boy

ring of small steel balls which allows a metal
bar to turn easily O The ball-bearings in the
bicycle wheel had to be replaced.

ball boy /'bo:l bot/ noun a boy who picks
up the balls during tennis games

ballerina /,balo'ri:no/ noun a woman bal-
let dancer

ballet /'baler/ noun 1. a type of dance,
given as a public entertainment, where danc-
ers perform a story to music 2. a performance
of this type of dance O We went to the ballet
last night.

ballet dancer /'baler ,dainsa/ noun a
person who dances in ballet

ball game /'bo:l geim/ noun 1. a game
played with a ball O football, tennis and
other ball games 2. US a game of baseball 3.
the general way in which things are managed
0 a whole new ball game a completely new
situation O It’s opened up a whole new ball
game.

ball girl /'bo:1 g3:l/ noun a girl who picks
up the balls during tennis games

ballistic /ba'listik/ adj referring to
ballistics

ballistics /ba'listiks/ noun the study of
things which are shot through the air, such as
bullets (NOTE: takes a singular verb)

® balloon /ba'luin/ noun a large ball which
is blown up with air or gas B verb to increase
in size or amount

ballot /'blat/ noun a way of voting in
which voters mark papers with a cross m verb
1. to get people to vote on something O The
union is balloting its members on the strike.
2. to vote by marking papers with a cross O
They balloted for the place on the committee.
ballot box /'balot boks/ noun a box for
putting voting papers into

ballot paper /'balot ,peips/ noun a paper
on which the voter marks a vote

ballpark /'bo:lpa:k/ noun US a place for
playing baseball O The team’s gone to the
ballpark.

ballpark figure /'bo:lpa:k ,figs/ noun a
general figure which can be used as the basis
for discussion

ballpoint /'bo:lpoint/, ballpoint pen
/,botlpomt 'pen/ noun a pen which has a
small ball at the tip over which ink flows as
you write O Don’t write in ballpoint, use a
pencil.

ballroom /'bo:lruim/ noun a large room
for formal dances

ballroom dancing /bo:lru:m 'da:nsig/
noun formal dancing

ballyhoo /bali'hu:/ noun excited and en-
ergetic publicity (informal). Synonym
uproar

balm /ba:m/ noun a soothing ointment
balmy /'ba:mi/ adj pleasantly mild
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baloney /ba'louni/ noun US nonsense (in-
formal). Synonym drivel

balsa /'bo:lsa/ noun a very light wood used
for making models

Baltic /'bo:ltik/ noun the sea south of Swe-
den and Finland, and north of Poland O We
spent the summer cruising along the Baltic
coast.

balustrade / blo'streid/ noun a series of
small pillars with a bar across the top, form-
ing a wall around a balcony or formal garden
bamboo /bazm'bui/ noun a tall tropical
plant whose stems are used as supports or in
making furniture

bamboo shoots / bem'bu: [u:ts/ plural
noun young shoots of bamboo, eaten espe-
cially in Chinese cooking

® ban /ben/ noun an order which forbids
something O The government has introduced
a ban on smoking in cinemas. Synonym pro-
hibition m verb to forbid © She was banned

from driving for three years. (NOTE: ban-

ning — banned)

banal /ba'na:l/ adj quite ordinary and unin-
teresting. Synonym commonplace
banality /bo'naeliti/ noun being ordinary O
The banality of that sitcom drives me mad.
banana /ba'na:ns/ noun 1. a long yellow,
slightly curved fruit which grows in hot
countries O She was peeling a banana. O Can
1 have a banana milk shake? 2. O to go ba-
nanas to get very annoyed (informal) O
When he saw what they had done to his car,
he went bananas.

banana republic /bo,namno r1'pablik/
noun a corrupt Central American state
(disapproving)

banana split /bo,na:no 'split/ noun a des-
sert made of banana with ice cream, cream
and chocolate sauce, usually served in a long
dish

@ band /bend/ noun 1. a group of peo-
ple O Bands of drunken football fans
wandered around the streets. 2. a group
of people who play music together O The
soldiers marched down the street, following
the band. O The dance band played all night.
3. a range of things taken together O He's in
the £50 — 60,000 salary band. O We're look-
ing for something in the £10 — £15 price
band. m verb 0O to band together to form a
group O They banded together to form a
pressure group.

® bandage /'bendid3/ noun a cloth for
putting around a wound or an injured part of
the body O The nurse put a bandage round
his knee. O His head was covered in ban-
dages. ® verb to put a cloth around a wound
or an injured part of the body O The nurse
bandaged his knee.
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® BandAid /'banderd/ trademark US a
small strip of cloth with gauze in the middle,
which can be stuck to the skin to cover a
wound O Let me put a BandAid on your
finger.

B & B abbrbed and breakfast

bandit /'bendit/ noun a robber. Synonym
outlaw

bandwagon /'bendwagon/ noun o to
jump on the bandwagon to do what every-
one else is doing O Once the prince had
praised the ecological movement, everyone
wanted to jump on the bandwagon.
bandwidth /'bandwid®/ noun 1. a range
of radio wavelengths 2. the amount of elec-
tronic data that can be sent through an
Internet connection or other communication
channel 3. the time someone has available to
finish jobs they have been given to do
bandy /'bendi/ adj o he has bandy legs
when he stands with his feet together, his
knees do not touch

bandy about /bzndi o'bavt/ verb to
speak or write certain words. Synonym
exchange

bane /ben/ noun o it’s the bane of my life
it’s very annoying O The neighbour’s dog is
the bane of our lives.

® bang /bzy/ noun a sudden noise like that
made by a gun O The car started with a se-
ries of loud bangs. O There was a bang and
the tyre went flat. ® verb to hit hard, so as to
make a loud noise O He banged (on) the ta-
ble with his hand. O Can’t you stop the door
banging? W adv, interj showing the some-
thing makes a sudden noise (informal) © A
firework suddenly went bang. 0 bang in the
middle right in the middle O Bang in the
middle of her speech, someone’s mobile
phone started to ring.

banger /'benas/ noun 1. a type of firework
which makes a bang O Keep the dog indoors
on November 5th — she doesn 't like bangers.
2. an old car O I'm surprised his old banger
is still on the road. 3. a sausage O bangers
and mash fried sausages and mashed
potatoes

bangle /'bangal/ noun a metal bracelet
worn round the wrist or ankle

® banish /'banif/ verb 1. to send someone
to live a long distance away (usually out of
the country, or in a distant part of the coun-
try) as a punishment O She was banished to a
small island for ten years. O He was ban-
ished to Siberia. Synonym exile 2. to send
someone away from a particular place O She
was banished from the front desk to a little
office on the fifth floor. 3. to get rid of O The
aim is to banish poverty by the year 2010.
banishment /'benifmont/ noun the act of
banishing or state of being banished. Syn-
onym expulsion (NOTE: no plural)

bankrupt

banisters /'benistoz/ noun a handrail on
top of a series of poles along the side of stairs

banjo /'bandzou/ noun a stringed instru-
ment with a round body and a long neck
(NOTE: The plural is banjos.)

® bank /bank/ noun 1. a business which
holds money for its clients, which lends
money at interest and trades generally in
money O [ must go to the bank to get some
money. O She took all her money out of the
bank to buy a car. O How much money do
you have in the bank? 2. land along the side
of a river O He sat on the river bank all day,
trying to catch fish. O There is a path along
the bank of the canal. 3. a long heap of earth,
sand, snow, etc. O The road was blocked by
banks of snow blown by the wind. m verb 1.
to put money away into a bank O [ banked
the cheque as soon as it arrived. O Have you
banked the money yet? 2. to pile up in a long
mound O The snow was banked up along
both sides of the road.

® bank account /'bepk 9 kavnt/ noun
an arrangement which you make with a bank
to keep your money safely, and in which you
can deposit and withdraw money as you want
O to open a bank account to start keeping
money in a bank O He opened a bank ac-
count when he started his first job. O to close
a bank account to stop having an account
with a bank

bank balance /'bzpk balons/ noun the
amount of money someone has in a bank
account

bank card /'bayk ka:d/ noun a plastic card
you use with a cheque to make a payment
banker /'bapka/ noun a person who has a
senior post in a bank

® bank holiday /bzpk 'holider/ noun a
special day when most people do not go to
work and the banks are closed

® banking /'bepkin/ noun 1. the profes-
sion of working in a bank O He is planning a
career in banking. 2. the work that banks do
O Some supermarkets now offer banking
services.

bank manager /'bepk ,menidzo/ noun
the person in charge of a branch of a bank
banknote /'bepknout/ noun a piece of pa-
per money (NOTE: The US term is bill.)
bank on /'bank pn/ verb to be sure that
something will happen. Synonym count on
bankroll /'bagkroul/ verb to pay for a pro-
ject (informal). Synonym finance

® bankrupt /'begkrapt/ adj not able to
pay your debts O He has been declared bank-
rupt. @ noun a person who cannot pay his or
her debts O A bankrupt cannot be a member
of parliament.
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bankruptcy /'bepkraptsi/ noun being
bankrupt (NOTE: The plural is bankrupt-
cies.)

COMMENT: ‘Bankruptcy’ and ‘bankrupt’ are

applied to people, and ‘insolvency’ and ‘in-

solvent are usually applied to companies.
bank statement /'bzpk stertmont/
noun a written document from a bank show-
ing the balance of an account
banner /'bana/ noun 1. a long flag O They
hung banners from the tops of buildings for
the festival. 2. a large piece of cloth with a
slogan on it O The demonstrators carried
banners with the words ‘Power to the
People’.
banner headline /bans 'hedlamn/ noun
a newspaper headline printed in very large
letters
banquet /'baepkwit/ noun a formal dinner
for important guests
bantam /'bantom/ noun a small breed of
chicken, most kinds being about half the size
and weight of an ordinary chicken
bantamweight /'bentomwert/ noun a
weight of boxer between flyweight and
featherweight
banter /'bents/ noun talk with joking
comments
banyan /'benjon/ noun a tropical tree with
roots which come down from the branches
bap /bap/ noun a soft flat white bread roll
baptise /bxp'taiz/, baptize verb 1. to re-
ceive someone into the Christian religion in a
ceremony involving sprinkling or covering
with water 2. to give a baby a name when it is
baptised. Synonym christen
baptism /'beptiz(o)m/ noun 1. a religious
ceremony where someone, usually a baby, is
welcomed into the Christian church and
given a Christian name after being sprinkled
with holy water O All the family came to-
gether for the baptism. Synonym christen-
ing 2. o baptism of fire the first time
someone has faced a difficult situation O
Giving a speech to the sales conference was
her baptism of fire as sales manager.
@ bar /ba:/ noun 1. a long piece of some-
thing hard O The yard was full of planks and
metal bars. 2. a solid rectangular piece of
material O Put a new bar of soap by the bath.
O She was munching a bar of chocolate. 3. a
long piece of wood or metal which closes a
door or window O behind bars in prison O
He was put behind bars for several years. 4.
the long metal or plastic key on a computer
keyboard 5. a place in a hotel or pub where
you can buy and drink alcohol O Let’s meet
in the bar before dinner. O The reps met in
the bar of the hotel. 6. a small shop where
you can buy food 7. an obstacle, something
which prevents something else happening O
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Not having the right qualifications could be a
bar to your promotion. 8. the profession of a
barrister O to be called to the bar to become
a barrister 9. a division within a piece of mu-
sic O Let’s play the first few bars again. m
prep except O All of the suppliers replied bar
one. O All bar two of the players in the team
are British. ® verb 1. to block O The road
was barred by the police. O The path is
barred to cyclists. 2. O to bar someone from
doing something to prevent someone doing
something O She was barred from entering
the USA.

barb /ba:b/ noun a small tooth on a
fish-hook or arrow

barbarian /ba:'beorion/ noun a wild and
uncivilised person
barbaric /ba:'barik/
uncivilised

barbarous /'ba:boros/ adj very cruel
(formal)

® barbecue /'ba:bikju:/ noun 1. a metal
grill for cooking out of doors O Light the bar-
becue at least half an hour before you start
cooking. 2. a meal or party where food is
cooked out of doors O We had a barbecue for
twenty guests. O They were invited to a bar-
becue. m verb to cook on a barbecue O Bar-
becued spare ribs are on the menu. O She
was barbecuing sausages for lunch when it
started to rain.

barbed /ba:bd/ adj 1. with sharp hooks O It
was impossible to remove the barbed hook
from her hand without cutting into the flesh.
2. (of a remark) sharply critical O He made
some barbed comments about her singing.

® barbed wire /ba:bd 'wara/ noun a type
of wire with sharp spikes, used to make
fences

barbell /'ba:bel/ noun a long metal bar
with a weight at each end which is used in
weightlifting

barber /'ba:ba/ noun a person who cuts
men’s hair

barbiturate /ba:'bitfurat/ noun a drug
which sends you to sleep

bar chart /'ba: tfa:t/ noun a diagram
where quantities are shown as thick columns
of different heights. Also called bar graph
bar code /'ba: koud/ noun printed lines
which can be read by a computer

bard /ba:d/ noun a poet (literary or humor-
ous) O the Bard (of Avon) a literary name
for William Shakespeare

® bare /bea/ adj 1. with no clothes on O He
walked on the beach in his bare feet. 2. with
no leaves on, no covering, or with no furnish-
ings in O In winter, the branches are all bare.
O They slept on the bare floorboards. O They
saw the bare bones of dead animals in the
desert. 3. O a bare living just enough to live

adj cruel and
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on O He makes a bare living selling T-shirts
to tourists. O bare minimum the smallest
amount needed O The flat is furnished with
the bare minimum of furniture. ® verb to
make part of the body bare by removing
clothes O Men should bare their heads on en-
tering the church. Synonym expose (NOTE:
Do not confuse with bear.)

bareback /'beabak/ adj, adv without a
saddle

barefaced lie / bea'feist/ noun a crude or
cynical lie

barefoot /'beafut/ adj, adv without shoes
O The children were barefoot. O She walked
barefoot in the grass.

bareheaded /beo'hedid/ adj, adv not
wearing a hat

barelegged /bea'legd/ adj, adv not wear-
ing clothes on your legs

® barely /'beali/ adv scarcely, almost not
enough O She barely had enough money to
pay for her ticket. O He barely had time to
get dressed before the police arrived. O The
noise in the iron foundry is barely tolerable.
Synonym hardly

® bargain /'ba:gin/ noun 1. an agreed deal
O to strike a bargain to agree terms O We
shook hands and the bargain was struck. o
he drives a hard bargain he is a tough nego-
tiator 2. O into the bargain as well as other
things O The plane was late and they lost my
suitcase into the bargain. 3. something
bought more cheaply than usual O The car
was a real bargain at £500. m verb 1. to ne-
gotiate terms O After bargaining with the
doorman, we managed to get into the club. 2.
to haggle, to discuss a price O If you bargain
with the man in the antique shop, you'll
probably get something knocked off the price.
3. O to bargain for something to expect
something to happen O [ hadn’t bargained
for him being away and leaving me to do all
the work. 0 1 got more than I bargained for
the situation had unpleasant results which I
did not expect

bargain basement /ba:gin 'bersmont/
noun a department, sometimes in the base-
ment of a shop, where you can buy things at
cheap prices

bargain counter /'ba:gin \kauvnta/ noun
a counter in a shop where things are sold
particularly cheaply

bargain hunting /'ba:gin ,hantig/ noun
the activity of looking for bargains in a shop
bargaining /'ba:giniy/ noun the discuss-
ing of prices or terms

bargain offer /ba:gin 'nfo/ noun goods
which are put on sale at a reduced price
barge /ba:dz/ noun a cargo boat on a river
or canal O We watched the barges go past
along the Rhine.
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barge in /ba:d3 'in/ verb to arrive or inter-
vene in an unwelcome way. Synonym rush
barge pole /'ba:dz pavl/ noun o 1
wouldn’t touch it with a barge pole I would
advise you not to get involved in that (infor-
mal)

bar graph /'ba: gra:f/ noun same as bar
chart

barista /bo'rista/ noun someone who
makes coffee in a coffee bar

baritone /'baritoun/ noun a singer with a
voice which is higher than a bass and lower
than a tenor O The baritone sang a duet with
the soprano. m adj higher than a bass and
lower than a tenor O He has a rich baritone
voice.

barium /'beoriom/ noun a chemical ele-
ment which is a white metal

bark /ba:k/ noun 1. the hard outer layer of a
tree O the rough bark of a pine tree O The
bark of silver birch trees comes off in strips.
2. the call of a dog O The dog gave a bark of
greeting as we came into the house. O his
bark is worse than his bite he is not as
frightening as he seems O Don''t be afraid of
Aunt Bessie — her bark is much worse than
her bite. m verb 1. to scrape your skin O He
barked his shin climbing over the wall. 2. to
make a call like a dog O The dog barks every
time he hears the postman. O to bark up the
wrong tree to be mistaken O They don't
know what the problem is — they re barking
up the wrong tree.

barley /'ba:li/ noun a common cereal crop
grown in temperate areas

barmaid /'ba:meid/ noun a woman who
serves drinks in a bar (dated)

barman /'ba:moan/ noun a man who serves
drinks in a bar (NOTE: The plural is bar-
men.)

bar mitzvah /ba: 'mitsve/ noun a cere-
mony where a Jewish boy is made a full
member of his community at the age of 13
barmy /'baimi/ adj mad (informal). Syn-
onym irrational. Antonym rational (NOTE:
barmy — barmier — barmiest)

barn /ba:n/ noun a large farm building used
for storing produce, and also used in the USA
for keeping animals

barnacle /'ba:nok(o)l/ noun a small shell-
fish which clings to things in the sea such as
the bottoms of ships and wooden posts
barnstorming /'ba:nsto:miy/ adj full of
wild political oratory

barnyard /'bainja:d/ noun the space
round barns and other farm buildings. Syn-
onym farmyard

barometer /bo'romits/ noun an instru-
ment which measures changes in atmo-
spheric pressure and can be used to forecast
the weather
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barometric pressure /berometrik
'prefa/ noun atmospheric pressure shown by
a barometer
baron /'bzron/ noun 1. a nobleman, of a
low rank in the UK 2. the title given to a life
peer in the UK 3. a powerful person (NOTE:
Do not confuse with barren.)
COMMENT: Life peers and peeresses are
barons and baronesses; barons are ad-
dressed as ‘Lord’ followed by their family
name, and baronesses as ‘Lady’. In some
European countries, the word is used as a
form of address: so, Baron Smith is ad-
dressed as ‘Lord Smith’, but Baron Schmidt
is addressed as ‘Baron’.
baroness /'baronas/ noun 1. the wife of a
baron 2. the title given to a female life peer
baronet /'baronst/ noun a a member of
one of the lowest ranks of the aristocracy, of
lower status than a baron
COMMENT: Baronets are addressed as ‘Sir’,
followed by their Christian name and family
name; their wives are addressed as ‘Lady’
followed by the family name (hence Sir John
Smith’s wife is addressed as ‘Lady Smith’).
The title passes to the heir but does not au-
tomatically qualify the holder for a seat in the
House of Lords; baronets can be Members
of Parliament.
baroque /ba'rok/ adj highly decorated Eu-
ropean artistic, architectural and musical
style of the late 17th and 18th centuries
barracks /'baroks/ noun 1. a building
where soldiers are housed O The soldiers
marched into their barracks. 2. a big cold
building O The school was housed in a bar-
racks of a building. (NOTE: Barracks takes
a singular or a plural verb.)
barrage /'bazra:z/ noun 1. heavy gunfire,
mass of things thrown O The enemy started
an artillery barrage. O The police were met
by a barrage of stones and bottles. O He
faced a barrage of questions from reporters
when he arrived at the airport. 2. a dam
made of a wall of soil or stones which blocks
ariver O They built a barrage to help control
the water level in the river.
® barrel /'baral/ noun 1. a round wooden
container for liquid O a barrel of beer O We
sell wine by the barrel. 0 he’s got me over a
barrel he has put me in very awkward situa-
tion 2. an amount contained in a barrel O The
price of oil has reached $30 a barrel. O The
oil well produces thousands of barrels of oil
per day. 3. the firing tube of a gun O You
need to clean the barrel of your rifle very
carefully.
barren /'baron/ adj 1. (of land) which is
not fertile and cannot grow crops O Barren
land stretches for miles around the reactor
site. 2. which cannot bear young O a barren
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cow 3. which does not produce fruit © One
pear tree on its own will be barren — you
need two trees to produce fruit. (NOTE: Do
not confuse with baron.)
barricade /bari'kerd/ noun a pile of
something such as stones or burnt cars which
is used to block a street O Protesters built
barricades across several of the main streets.
Synonym blockade m verb to build a barri-
cade O Protesters barricaded the streets. O
to barricade yourself inside to block a door
with furniture, etc., so that no one else can
get inside O He barricaded himself inside the
flat.
® barrier /'bario/ noun 1. a bar which
blocks a passage O He lifted the barrier and
we drove across the border. 2. something
which stops something from progressing or
happening, such as the spread of a disease or
the import of goods
barrier reef / bario 'ri:f/ noun a coral reef
enclosing a lagoon
barring /'ba:riy/ prep unless something is
the case
barrister /'baristo/ noun a lawyer who
can present cases in court. » bar. Also called
counsel (NOTE: The word barrister is not
used in the USA.)
COMMENT: Barristers are members of one
of the Inns of Court. They are instructed by
solicitors, and never by the client whom they
are representing. Important barristers are
nominated to become QCs.
barrow /'barou/ noun 1. a wheeled hand-
cart for selling fruit and vegetables 2. a
mound of earth over the tomb of a prehistoric
leader O Archaeologists are excavating an
old barrow.
bartender /'ba:tends/ noun a person who
serves behind a bar
barter /'ba:to/ noun a system where goods
are exchanged for other goods and not sold
for money O The company has agreed a bar-
ter deal with Bulgaria. m verb O to barter
something for something to exchange goods
for other goods, and not buy them for money
O They agreed a deal to barter tractors for
barrels of wine.
basalt /'beso:lt/ noun a black rock pro-
duced by volcanoes
@ base /bers/ noun 1. the bottom part O
The table lamp has a flat base. 2. a place
where you work from O He lives in London
but uses Paris as his base when travelling in
France. 3. one of the marked spots in base-
ball where a player is safe O Players have to
run from base to base. O to touch base with
someone to get in touch with someone again
(informal) O I'm calling because I wanted to
touch base with you. B verb to use as a base
O The company is based in Paris, it is not
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London-based as you might expect. O The
theory is based on research done in Russia. O
He based his article on work done at Har-
vard University.

@ baseball /'beisboil/ noun 1. an
American game for two teams of nine
players, in which a player hits a ball with
a bat and players from the other team try
to catch it O We went to the baseball game
last Saturday. 2. the hard ball used in playing
baseball O We lost yet another baseball in the
river.

baseball cap /'beisbo:l kap/ noun a soft
cotton cap with a large peak

baseline /'berslamn/ noun the line at the
back of a tennis court, etc.

basement /'bersmont/ noun a floor in a
building below ground level. Synonym cel-
lar. Antonym attic

base rate /'bers reit/ noun a basic rate of
interest set by a central bank on which other
banks calculate the actual rate of interest on
money they lend (NOTE: The US term is
prime rate.)

bash /bef/ noun 1. a knock O I see your
car has had a bash. 2. o have a bash
try to do something (informal) O Waterskiing
looks fun — do you think I could have a
bash at it? 3. a party O Are you going to
Jane’s bash tomorrow? (NOTE: The plural is
bashes.) m verb to hit hard O He bashed her
over the head with a stick. O When she fell
down she bashed her head on the chair. O
She was bashing stakes into the ground with
a mallet.

bashful /be[f(o)l/ adj shy and embar-
rassed. Synonym shy

® basic /'bersik/ adj very simple, or at the
first level O Being able to swim is a basic re-
quirement if you are going canoeing. O
Knowledge of basic Spanish will be enough
for the job.

® basically /'bersikli/ adv at the simplest
level (used when stating the simplest fact) O
Basically, he’s fed up with his job.

basic pay /beisik 'per/ noun a normal
salary without extra payments

basics /'beisiks/ plural noun basic facts.
Synonym fundamentals o to get back to
basics to concentrate on the main points
again O All these new theories are very inter-
esting, but we need to get back to basics
again.

basil /'bez(d)l/ noun a herb with strongly
scented leaves which is used especially in
Italian cooking

basilica /ba'zilika/ noun 1. an early form
of Christian church, built as a long rectangle
2. an important Catholic church O St Peter’s
Basilica is the most important church in
Rome.
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basin /'beis(o)n/ noun a large bowl o wash
basin a large bowl in the bathroom, used for
washing your hands and face

® basis /'beists/ noun 1. the general facts
on which something is based O What is the
basis for these proposals? 0O on the basis of
based on O The calculations are done on the
basis of an exchange rate of 1.6 dollars to the
pound. 2. the general terms of an agreement
O She is working for us on a freelance basis.
O Many of the helpers at the hospice work on
a voluntary basis. (NOTE: The plural is
bases /'bersiiz/.)

bask /ba:sk/ verb to lie happily in warm
sunshine or in a pleasant atmosphere

@ basket /'ba:skit/ noun a container made
of thin pieces of wood, wire or grass woven
together

@ basketball /'ba:skitbo:l/ noun 1. a
game played by two teams of five players
who try to throw the ball through an open net
hung high up at each end of the playing area
2. the ball used when playing basketball
bass' /bers/ adj referring to a low-pitched
voice or music O He has a pleasant bass
voice. Synonym deep ®m noun 1. a singer
with a deep voice O the famous Russian bass
2. same as double bass

bass? /bazs/ noun a type of edible freshwa-
ter fish

bass clef /beis 'klef/ noun a sign showing
that the notes are in a low range

bass guitar /bers gr'ta:/ noun a guitar
which plays a lower range of notes
bassoon /ba'suin/ noun a long wooden
wind instrument, with a low tone

® bastard /'baistad/ noun 1. a person
whose parents are not married O Technically
speaking, many children are born bastards
nowadays. 2. a nasty person or nasty thing
(generally offensive) O The bastard walked
out of the restaurant without paying. O The
written driving test is a real bastard. m adj
with parents who are not married O the
bastard son of the last duke

bastion /'beestion/ noun 1. a part of a cas-
tle wall which sticks out from the face of the
wall O The gate was protected by bastions at
each corner. 2. a place which protects some
particular way of living O the country is a
bastion of democracy the country is firmly
democratic O Rome is famous as the bastion
of Catholicism.

® bat /bat/ noun 1. a piece of wood used
for hitting a ball O a baseball bat O a cricket
bat O he did it off his own bat he decided to
do it himself, without asking anyone (infor-
mal) 2. a little animal, similar to a mouse,
which can fly O Bats hang upside down. m
verb 1. to be one of the two batsmen or to be
the team which is batting in a cricket match O
England batted all day. O Vaughan is bat-
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ting. 2. to be the batter in a baseball match O
I watched him batting on TV this afternoon.
3. O never batted an eyelid showed no sur-
prise at all

batch /bat [/ noun a number of things made
at one time

bated /'beitid/ adj o with bated breath in
anxious or excited anticipation O She waited
with bated breath to see if she had passed the
exam.

@ bath /ba:6/ noun 1. a large container in
which you can sit and wash your whole body
O There’s a wash basin and a bath in the
bathroom. (NOTE: The US term is bathtub
or tub.) 2. the process of washing your whole
body O My father has a cold bath every
morning. O to throw the baby out with the
bath water to get rid of something good and
useful at the same time as you are getting rid
of something useless (informal) 3. o swim-
ming baths a large building with a swim-
ming pool W verb to wash all over O She’s
bathing the baby. Synonym wash (NOTE: Do
not confuse with bathe. Note also baths
/ba:0s/ — bathing /'ba:Oiy/ - bathed
/ba:bt/.)

bathe /be1d/ verb 1. to go into water O
Thousands of pilgrims come to bathe in
the Ganges. 2. to wash a wound carefully
O The nurse bathed his wound before apply-
ing a dressing. 3. US to have a bath O [
Jjust have enough time to bathe before my
dinner guests arrive. ® noun the act of
swimming in a pool, a river, or the sea
(dated) O We all went for an early-morning
bathe before breakfast. (NOTE: Do not con-
fuse with bath. Note also bathes /be1dz/ —
bathing /'be1d1y/ — bathed /be1dd/.)
bather /'beidsa/ noun a person who is
swimming. Synonym swimmer

bathing /'be1d1y/ noun swimming or going
into the sea, a river or a lake

bathing costume /'beidiy kostjuim/,
bathing suit /'be1diy su:t/ noun a piece of
clothing worn when swimming (dated)
bathrobe /'ba:Oroub/ noun a loose coat of
towelling, worn when you get out of a bath O
She came out of the bathroom dressed in a
pink bathrobe.

@ bathroom /'ba:Oru:m/ noun 1. a room
in a house with a bath, a wash basin and usu-
ally a toilet O The house has two bathrooms.
2. a toilet (said instead of) O Where's the
bathroom? O Can I use your bathroom,
please?

bath salts /'ba:0 so:lts/ plural noun
scented crystals to put in a bath

bathtowel /'ba:6taval/ noun a very large
towel

bathtub /'ba:0tab/ noun US the container
in which you sit and wash your body (NOTE:
The British term is bath.)

battle

baton /'baton/ noun 1. a large stick used to
hit with O The crowd was stopped by a row
of policemen carrying batons. 2. a thin white
stick used to conduct an orchestra 3. a stick
which is passed from runner to runner in a re-
lay race < to pass the baton 1. to hand the
stick on to the next runner O As he passed the
baton the other runner dropped it. 2. to pass
control of something to your successor
baton charge /'beton tfa:d3/ noun a
charge by police using batons against a mob
batsman /'baetsmon/ noun the player who
is batting in a cricket match (NOTE: The plu-
ral is batsmen.)

battalion /ba'taljon/ noun a section of the
army, usually commanded by a lieutenant-
colonel

batten /'bat(a)n/ noun a thin strip of wood
O Nail some battens onto the wall, and hang
the pictures on them. m verb < to batten
down the hatches 1. to close down the
hatch covers on a ship before a storm 2. to
prepare yourself for a difficult situation
batter /'bata/ noun 1. a liquid mixture of
flour, milk and usually eggs O fish coated in
batter and fried 2. (in baseball) the player
who has the bat and hits the ball m verb to hit
often O He was accused of battering the baby
to death.

battered /'batad/ adj 1. ill-treated by be-
ing often hit O battered babies O battered
wives 2. old and in a bad condition O a bat-
tered old car. Synonym beat-up. Antonym
pristine 3. covered with batter and cooked O
battered prawns

battering ram /'baztormy rem/ noun a
long beam used to break down gates

@ battery /'bet(o)ri/ noun 1. a device for
storing electric energy O My calculator needs
a new battery. O The battery has given out so
I can’t use my radio. O My mobile phone has
a rechargeable battery. 2. a group of artillery
guns O They set two mortar batteries on the
hills above the town. 3. a series of small
cages in which thousands of chickens are
kept (NOTE: [all senses] The plural is batter-
ies.)

battery hen /'bat(o)ri hen/, battery
chicken /,bat(o)ri 'tf1kin/ noun a chicken
which spends its life confined in a small cage
@ battle /'bat(a)l/ noun 1. an important
fight between armed forces O Many of the
soldiers died in battle. O Napoleon was
beaten at the Battle of Waterloo. 2. a fight
against something O the government’s con-
stant battle against inflation O He lost his
battle against cancer. M verb O to battle
against to fight against O She had to battle
against the other members of the board. O
His last years were spent battling against
cancer.
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battleaxe /'bat(o)l,aks/ noun a large dif-
ficult woman (dated offensive)

battlefield /'bat(o)lfi:ld/, battleground
/'baet(a)lgraund/ noun a site of a battle
battlements /'bat(o)lmonts/ plural noun
the top part of a castle wall, with places
where soldiers could shoot at attackers O Sol-
diers were firing from the battlements. Syn-
onym ramparts

battleship /'bet(o)lf1ip/ noun the largest
type of warship, with big guns

batty /'baeti/ adj eccentric (informal) (NOTE:
batty — battier — battiest)

baulk /bo:k/ verb o to baulk at something
to refuse to do something which is dangerous
or unpleasant O He did all sorts of work in
the office, but baulked at having to clean the
toilets. O She baulked at the cost of the air
fare to New Zealand.

bauxite /'bo:ksait/ noun a mineral from
which aluminium is produced

bawl /bo:1/ verb to shout loudly

bawl out / bo:l 'avt/ verb (informal) o to
bawl someone out US to criticise someone
sharply O She bawled him out for having left
the house in a mess.

® bay /be1/ noun 1. a large inwards curve in
a coast O the Bay of Biscay 2. O to keep
someone at bay to stop someone attacking or
doing something unpleasant O He tried to
keep the bank manager at bay by promising
to repay the loan in ten days’ time. 3. a shrub
with leaves used in cooking 4. a light brown
horse

bay leaf /'ber li:f/ noun an aromatic leaf of
a bay tree which is used in cooking (NOTE:
The plural isbay leaves.)

bayonet /'beronit/ noun a sharp blade fit-
ted at the end of a rifle O The soldiers were
ordered to fix bayonets.

bayonet fitting /beronit 'fitig/ noun a
light bulb fitting with two pins, which you
push into a socket and turn, as opposed to a
screw fitting

bay window /ber 'windou/ noun a win-
dow which sticks out from a flat wall
bazaar /bo'za:/ noun a market in South
Asia, the Middle East or North Africa O We
visited the busy bazaar to try to buy spices.
BBC abbr British Broadcasting Corporation
O We were listening to the BBC news or to
the news on the BBC. O The BBC broadcasts
to many countries in the world. O A BBC re-
porter wanted to interview her.

BBQ abbrbarbecue

BC abbrbefore Christ (used in dates) O Jul-
ius Caesar died in 44 BC. (NOTE: For dates
after the birth of Christ, use AD.)

@ be verb /b1, bii/ 1. describing a person or
thing O Our house is older than yours. O She
is bigger than her brother. O Lemons are yel-
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low. O The soup is hot. O Put on your coat —
it is cold outside. O I'm cold after standing
waiting for the bus. O Are you tired after
your long walk? 2. showing age or time O
He’s twenty years old. O She will be two next
month. O It is nearly ten o’clock. O It is time
to get up. O September is the beginning
of autumn. 3. showing price O Onions are
80p a kilo. O The cakes are 50p each. O My
car was worth £10,000 when it was new.
4. showing a job O His father is a bus driver.
O She wants to be a teacher. 5. showing size,
weight, height, etc. © He’s 1.70m tall. O The
room is three metres square. O Our house is
ten miles from the nearest station. 6. to add
up to © Two and two are four. 7. showing
that something exists O There was a crowd of
people waiting for the shop to open. O
There were only two people left on the
bus. O Where are we? O There’s your hat! 8.
meaning to go or visit O The police have
been into every room. O We have been to see
the film three times. O Have you ever been to
Spain? 9. forming a verb in a continuous
tense O Don’t make a noise when he's
watching the football on TV. O I'm waiting
for the bank to open. O We are hoping to go
on holiday in June. 10. making part of a
verb, or making a future tense O He was
singing in the bath. O We were walking to-
wards the post office when we met her.
11. forming a passive O He was killed by a
train. O The children were sent home by
the teacher. (NOTE: | am; you are; he/she/it
is; we/you/they are/ a:/; being; I/he/she/it
was/ wpz/; we/you/they were/ w3!/; has
been; negative: is not wusually isn’t
/'1zn(o)t/; are not usually aren’t /a:nt/; was
not usually wasn’t /'wpz(o)nt/; were not
usually weren’t /w3:nt/.)

@ beach /biit[/ noun an area of sand or
pebbles by the edge of the sea O Let’s go to
the beach this afternoon. O Many of the
beaches were covered with oil from the
tanker. O We walked along the beach and
looked for shells. Synonym seashore m
verb to bring something onto a beach O They
beached the boat near the harbour. O At high
tide we will try to return the beached whale
to the sea. (NOTE: Do not confuse with
beech.)

beachhead /'bi:tfhed/ noun a small area
occupied by troops at the beginning of an in-
vasion from the sea

beacon /'bitkon/ noun a light which warns,
especially ships or aircraft

bead /bi:d/ noun 1. a little piece of wood,
plastic or glass, with a hole in it, which is
used to make a necklace or other decoration
O She was wearing a string of red beads. O
Beads are back in fashion again. 2. a small



beady

drop of liquid O Beads of sweat formed on
his brow.

beady /'bi:di/ adj 1. small and round like
beads O Her eyes were bright and beady. 2.
(of eyes) watchful and suspicious O The su-
pervisor kept a beady eye on them all, watch-
ing for any mistakes.

beagle /'bi:g(a)l/ noun a breed of dog used
for hunting

® beak /bi:k/ noun the hard part of a bird’s
mouth. Synonym bill

beaker /'bi:ko/ noun 1. a drinking cup with
or without a handle, sometimes with a lid and
spout if intended for very small children O
We'll use these glasses and the children can
have the plastic beakers. O She’s just started
to drink from a beaker. 2. a glass jar used in
chemical experiments O You need a beaker
and a Bunsen burner for this experiment.
beam /bi:m/ noun 1. a long block of wood
or metal which supports a structure, espe-
cially a roof O You can see the old beams in
the ceiling. 2. a ray of light O Beams of sun-
light came through the stained glass win-
dows. O The beam from the car’s headlights
shone into the barn. 3. the width of a ship o
broad in the beam rather fat (informal) m
verb to give a wide smile O The little girl
beamed at him.

® bean /bi:n/ noun a long thin green vege-
table, of which you eat the pod or seeds O We
had veal with French beans or green beans.
o full of beans full of energy (informal) O
She’s full of beans today. 0 1 haven’t got a
bean I have no money at all (informal)

bean bag /'bi:n baeg/ noun 1. a large bag
full of small soft plastic balls, used as a chair
2. a little bag with beans inside, used to
throw, or to form the body of a toy O She was
playing with her bean bag frog.

bean curd /'birn k3:d/ noun a soft white
paste made from soya beans. Also called
tofu

bean sprouts /'bi:n spravts/ plural noun
a small sprouts of various types of beans,
used as food

® bear /bea/ noun 1. a large wild animal
covered with fur O They say that bears like
honey. O There are bears near the campsite
in the mountains. O like a bear with a sore
head in a very bad temper (informal) O
What'’s the matter with him, he’s like a bear
with a sore head this morning. 2. a person
who believes that share prices will fall. Com-
pare bull m verb 1. to carry or produce some-
thing O This apple tree has borne fruit every
year for the last twenty years. O The letter
bore a London postmark. O a bond which
bears interest at 5% 2. to accept something
bad or unpleasant in a calm way O She bore
the bad news bravely. 0 cannot bear some-
one or something to strongly dislike some-
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one or something O I can’t bear the smell of
cooking fish. 3. to turn slightly O Bear right
at the crossroads. 4. to support O Will this
branch bear my weight? 5. to aim O The en-
emy brought their guns to bear on our ship.
(NOTE: bearing — bore /bo:/ — has borne
/born/)

bearable /'beorab(o)l/ adj which you can
accept even though it is unpleasant. Synonym
manageable. Antonym unbearable

® beard /brod/ noun 1. the hair growing on
a man’s chin O Father Christmas has a long
white beard. 2. whiskers on a mussel or other
shellfish

bearded /'biodid/ adj with a beard. Ant-
onym clean-shaven

bearer /'beara/ noun 1. a person who car-
ries something O He said he was the bearer
of bad news. O Flag bearers walked in front
of the groups of soldiers. 2. a person who
owns a legal document such as a cheque O
This card entitles the bearer to a discount. O
the cheque is payable to bearer the cheque
can be paid only to the person who holds it,
not to any other named person

® bearing /'bearig/ noun 1. one of a set of
little balls inside which an axle turns O The
bearings in the bicycle wheel had to be re-
placed. 2. a calculation to show where you
are O You need a compass to take a bearing.
O to get your bearings to find out where you
are O Give me a few moments to get my bear-
ings. O to lose your bearings to get lost O
I'm sorry I'm late, but I didn’t have a map
and lost my bearings. 3. 0O bearing on some-
thing connection to something O The letter
had no bearing on the result of the trial. 4.
the way a person carries his or her body
bear market /'bes ,ma:kit/ noun a period
when prices on the stock market fall as share-
holders sell shares, because they think share
prices will fall further. Compare bull market
bear out / bear 'auvt/ verb to confirm. Ant-
onym contradict

bear up /beor 'ap/ verb to survive
cheerfully

bear with /'bes w10/ verb to wait patiently
for someone to do something

® beast /bi:st/ noun 1. a wild animal 2. a
nasty person O The beast! He left nothing for
anyone else.

beastly /'bi:stli/ adj nasty (dated informal)
Synonym horrid. Antonym lovely

beast of burden /bi:st ov 'ba:d(o)n/
noun an animal which carries heavy loads
(literary)

@ beat /bi:t/ noun 1. a regular sound O The
patient’s heart has a regular beat. » heart-
beat 2. a regular sound of a piece of music O
They danced to the beat of the steel band. 3.
an area patrolled by a police officer on foot O



beat down

Here policemen on the beat have to go
around in pairs. ® verb 1. to make a regular
sound O His heart was still beating when the
ambulance arrived. O Her heart beat faster
as she went into the interview. 2. to hit hard
O He was beaten by a gang of youths. O She
hung the carpet on the line and beat it with a
stick to remove the dust. O the burglars beat
a hasty retreat the burglars went away very
quickly o don’t beat about the bush get to
the point quickly 3. to do better than some-
one else or than another team in a game O
They beat their rivals into second place. O
Our football team beat France 2 — 0. O They
beat us by 10 goals to 2. O We beat the Aus-
tralians at cricket last year. 4. to stir eggs or

another food vigorously O Beat the yolks of

three eggs with a little cream. 5. 0 beat it! go
away! (informal) (NOTE: beating — beat —
has beaten)

beat down /bi:t 'davn/ verb 1. to make
someone reduce a price O I beat down his
price or I beat him down. 2. to fall hard on O
The sun was beating down so we looked for
some shade. O The rain beat down on the
marchers.

® beaten /'bi:t(o)n/ adj 1. defeated © The
beaten team was very disappointed. 2. 0 off
the beaten track away from main roads O
Luckily, our village is off the beaten track
and so is very quiet.

® beating /'birtig/ noun the act of hitting
or defeating

@ beat up /,bizt 'ap/ verb 1. to whip cream,
eggs or another food O Beat up the mixture in
a big bowl. 2. to attack someone O Three
muggers beat him up and stole his wallet.
beat-up /'bi:t ap/ adj wrecked and useless
(informal). Synonym battered. Antonym
pristine

Beaujolais /'bou3oaler/ noun a light French
red wine from Burgundy

beautician /bju:'tif(a)n/ noun a person
who works in a beauty parlour

® beautiful /'bju:tif(a)l/ adj very nice, es-

pecially to look at O the beautiful colours of

the autumn leaves O Mr Smith and his three
beautiful daughters O They have a beautiful
house in the country. O What beautiful
weather!

beautifully /'bju:tif(e)li/ adv in a very
pleasing way

beautify /'bju:tifai/ verb to make someone
or something beautiful

@ beauty /'bju:ti/ noun 1. the quality of
being beautiful O Her beauty was legendary.
O the beauty of the maples against the back-
ground of the blue lake 2. a beautiful woman;
a beautiful thing O At I8 she was a real
beauty. O His motorbike is a beauty — I must
buy one like it. O Look at these apples,
they 're real beauties.

59

bed

beauty contest /'bju:ti kontest/ noun a
competition to see which person is most
beautiful

beauty parlour /'bju:ti pa:le/, beauty
salon /'bjuiti 'szlon/, beauty shop
/'bjusti 'fpp/ noun a place which offers
treatments for hair, nails, skin, etc., to help
women look more beautiful

beauty spot /'bju:ti spot/ noun 1. a fa-
mous beautiful place 2. a dark spot, usually
on your face

beaver /'bi:va/ noun an American animal
with soft brown fur, sharp teeth and a broad
flat tail, which lives in water O Beavers cut
down young trees to build their homes. ®
verb (informal) O to beaver away at some-
thing to work hard at something O They were
beavering away at building the wall.

® because /bi'koz/ conj for this reason O [
was late because I missed the train. O The
dog’s wet because he’s been in the river. O
Just because I'm lending you my car this
time, it doesn’t mean you can borrow it when
you like. 0 because of for the reason that O
The plane was delayed because of bad
weather.

beck /bek/ noun o he is always at her beck
and call he always does exactly what she
wants him to do

beckon /'bekon/ verb o to beckon to
someone to make a sign with your hand tell-
ing someone to come O The nurse beckoned
to her to come into the room.

® become /bi'’kam/ verb 1. to change to
something different O The sky became dark
and the wind became stronger. O They be-
came good friends. O As she got older she be-
came rather deaf. O It soon became obvious
that he didn’t understand a word of what 1
was saying. 2. to start to work as O He wants
to become a doctor. 3. O to become of to
happen to someone or something O I never
saw her brother again — I wonder what be-
came of him. 4. to suit someone (formal) O
Such behaviour hardly becomes a young per-
son. (NOTE: becoming — became /b1'kerm/
— has become)

becoming /br'kamiy/ adj which looks
good (dated) o her dress is very becoming
her dress suits her

@ bed /bed/ noun 1. a piece of furniture for
sleeping on O Lie down on my bed if you're
tired. O to go to bed to get into your bed for
the night O She always goes to bed at 9
o’clock. O to be in bed to be sitting or lying
in bed O She’s in bed with a cold. O He was
sitting up in bed drinking a cup of coffee. 0
to make a bed to make a bed tidy or change
the bedclothes after someone has slept in it O
You can’t go into your hotel room because
the beds haven’t been made. O Have you
made your bed? 2. a piece of ground spe-



bed and breakfast

cially for plants O a strawberry bed O a bed
of roses O her life isn’t a bed of roses she
leads a life full of difficulties 3. the ground at
the bottom of water O the sandy bed of a
river
® bed and breakfast /,bed an 'brekfast/
noun a guesthouse offering accommodation
and breakfast O We got a list of bed and
breakfasts from the tourist office. Abbr b&b,
B&B
bedclothes /'bedklouvdz/ plural noun
sheets and blankets which cover a bed O She
woke up when all her bedclothes fell off.
bedcover /'bedkava/ noun a decorated
cloth put over a bed
bedding /'bediy/ noun 1. sheets, blankets
and other items for a bed; bedclothes O When
you rent a cottage the bedding is usually pro-
vided. 2. a soft material such as hay for an
animal to sleep on
bed linen /'bed ,linin/ noun sheets and pil-
lowcases used on a bed
bedraggled /bi'dreg(o)ld/ adj dirty, un-
tidy and wet. Synonym unkempt
bedridden /'bed,ridn/ adj forced to stay in
bed because of illness
bedrock /'bedrok/ noun 1. the bottom
layer of rock under the earth 2. basic princi-
ples O Socialism is the bedrock of the party’s
manifesto.
® bedroom /'bedruim/ noun a room
where you sleep O My bedroom is on the first
floor. O The hotel has twenty-five bedrooms.
O Shut your bedroom door if you want to be
quiet.
bedside /'bedsard/ noun the side of a bed
bedside manner /,bedsard 'mana/ noun
the way in which a doctor behaves towards a
patient, especially a patient who is in bed
bed-sitting room /bed'sitiy ruim/,
bed-sitter /'bedsrito/, bedsit /'bedsit/ noun
a combined bedroom and living room which
is rented
bedsore /'bedso:/ noun a inflammed patch
of skin which you get from lying in bed
bedspread /'bedspred/ noun a decorated
cloth put over a bed
® bedtime /'bedtaim/ noun the time when
you go to bed O it’s past your bedtime it’s
later than the time when you normally go to
bed
bee /bi:/ noun an insect which makes
honey, and can sting you if it is annoyed
COMMENT: In a bee colony, the main female
bee is the queen; the other females are the
workers, and the males are the drones.
beech /bi:tf/ noun 1. same as beech tree
2. wood from this tree O a beech table O The
floor is made of beech. (NOTE: Do not con-
fuse with beach.)
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beech tree /'bi:tf tri:/ noun a common
hardwood tree O Beech trees are common on
the chalk hills in the south of England.

beef /bi:f/ noun 1. meat from a cow O a
plate of roast beef and Yorkshire pudding 2.
a grumble (informal) © It’s one of her regu-
lar beefs. m verb (informal) O to beef about
to grumble about something O What'’s he
beefing on about, tell him to shut up! O to
beef up to make something bigger or stron-
ger O We will have to beef up our advertising
budget.

beefburger /'bi:fbaigo/ noun a cake of
grilled minced beef, usually served in a roll
beefy /'bi:fi/ adj 1. big and muscular O a
strong, beefy looking man. Synonym brawny
2. powerful O The novel is a good, beefy
read. (NOTE: beefy — beefier — beefiest)
beehive /'bitharv/ noun a box for bees to
make a nest in

beekeeper /'bi:kiipa/ noun a person who
keeps bees for their honey

beeline /'bi:lain/ noun a straight line o to
make a beeline for to go straight towards O
He made a beeline for the prettiest girl in the
room. O She made a beeline for the chocolate
cakes.

@ been /biin/ ) be

beep /bi:p/ noun an audible warning sound
O The printer will make a beep when it runs
out of paper. Synonym peep B verb to make
a beep O The computer beeped when I hit the
wrong key. » bleep. Synonym peep
beeper /'bi:pa/ noun same as bleeper

@ beer /bia/ noun 1. an alcoholic drink
made from grain and water O British beer is
flavoured with hops. O Can I have a glass of
beer? (NOTE: no plural) 2. a glass or bottle of
beer O Three beers, please.

beet /bi:t/ noun same as sugar beet
beetle /'bi:t(a)l/ noun an insect with hard
covers on its wings

beetroot /'biitru:t/ noun a vegetable with
a dark red root, eaten cooked, usually in a
salad O as red as a beetroot very red in the
face O He went as red as a beetroot when we
asked him about his girlfriend.

befall /b1'fo:l/ verb to happen to (archaic or
literary) (NOTE: befalling — befell — has
befallen)

befit /bi'fit/ verb to suit (NOTE: befitting —
befitted)

® before /bi'fo:/ adv earlier O I didn't see
him last week, I saw him the week before. O
Why didn’t you tell me before? m prep earlier
than O They should have arrived before now.
O You must be home before 9 o’clock. © G
comes before H in the alphabet. 0 before
that carlier than that O He only came into
work at ten, so what did he do before that? m
conj earlier than O The police got there be-



beforehand

Sfore 1 did. O Think carefully before you start
to answer the exam questions. O Wash your
hands before you have your dinner. O Before
vou sit down, can you switch on the light?

® beforehand /br'forhend/ adv in ad-
vance. Antonym afterwards

befriend /br'frend/ verb to become
friendly with someone and help them. Ant-
onym shun

beg /beg/ verb 1. to ask for things like
money or food O She sat begging on the steps
of the station. O Children were begging for
food. 2. to ask someone in an emotional way
to do something or give something O His
mother begged him not to go. O He begged
for more time to find the money. O to beg a
favour of someone to ask someone to do
something for you 3. o I beg your pardon!
excuse me, forgive me O I beg your pardon, I
didn’t hear what you said. O I do beg your
pardon — I didn’t know you were busy.

® began /bi'gen/ » begin

beggar /'bega/ noun 1. a person who lives
by asking for money O There are lots of beg-
gars outside the railway stations. 2. 0 lucky
beggar! lucky person (informal dated) © He
Jjust won the lottery — lucky beggar!
begging /'begiy/ noun the act of asking for
food or money O it’s going begging no one
wants it O This last sandwich is going
begging.

® begin /bi'gin/ verb to start O The chil-
dren began to cry. O She has begun to knit a
red pullover for her father. O The house is
beginning to warm up. O His surname begins
with an S. O The meeting is due to begin at
ten o’clock sharp. O to begin again to start a
second time O He forgot to save his file and
had to begin keyboarding all over again.
(NOTE: beginning — began /bi'gen/ — has
begun /br'gan/)

® beginner /br'gmna/ noun a person who is
starting. Synonym novice

@ beginning /br'giniy/ noun the first part
O The beginning of the film is rather boring.
Synonym start

begin with /br'gin wid/ verb o to begin
with at first O To begin with, I travelled by
train but now I cycle every day.

begrudge /br'grads/ verb to feel resent-
ment because of something someone has or
does. Synonym resent

® begun /bi'gan/ i begin

behalf /bi'ha:f/ noun o on behalf of acting

for someone O She is speaking on behalf of

the trade association. O He was chosen to
speak on behalf of the other workers on the
shop floor.

® behave /br'herv/ verb to act in a certain
way with someone O He behaved very pleas-
antly towards his staff. O She was behaving
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in a funny way. O to behave (yourself) to be
good O If you don’t behave yourselves, chil-
dren, you won’t have any ice cream.
-behaved /bihervd/ suffix referring to be-
haviour O a well-behaved child

@ behaviour /br'heivjs/ noun a way of
doing things O His behaviour was quite natu-
ral. O Local people complained about the be-
haviour of the football fans. (NOTE: The US
spelling is behavior.)

behavioural /br'hervjoral/ adjreferring to
human behaviour (NOTE: The US spelling is
behavioral.)

behead /br'hed/ verb to cut off someone’s
head. Synonym decapitate

® behind /br'haind/ prep 1. at the back of
O They hid behind the door. O I dropped my
pen behind the sofa. O He was second, only
three metres behind the winner. 0 she’s be-
hind the rest of class she is not as advanced
as the others. » time 2. responsible for O The
police believe they know who is behind the
bombing campaign. 3. supporting O All his
colleagues were behind his decision. O We're
behind you! m adv 1. at the back O He was
first, and the rest of the runners were a long
way behind. O he left his wallet behind he
forgot to take his wallet with him o when the
others went out, he stayed behind to watch
TV he stayed at home when the others went
out 2. later than you should be O I am behind
with my correspondence. O The company has
fallen behind with its deliveries. m noun the
part of the body which you sit on O There
was some water on the chair and my behind’s
all wet. O I'll kick his behind if he doesn’t get
a move on. O He'’s so lazy! — he needs a good
kick up the behind.

behold /br'hould/ verb 1. to see (old) O
The happiness on the little children’s faces
was marvellous to behold. 2. 0 lo and be-
hold! used to introduce something you think
is surprising O We had been waiting for
hours for a bus when, lo and behold, three
came together.

beige /bers/ adj, noun very pale brown O
He was wearing a beige pullover.

® being /'bi:iyg/ adj o for the time being
temporarily, for now O We will leave the fur-
niture as it is for the time being. ® noun an
existence O The association came into being
in 1946. » human. Synonym existence
belated /br'lertid/ adj coming or happen-
ing later than it should. Synonym late. Ant-
onym timely

belch /belt [/ noun allowing air in the stom-
ach to come up through the mouth O He fin-
ished his meal and let out a loud belch.
Synonym burp (NOTE: The plural is
belches.) m verb 1. to make air in the stom-
ach come up through the mouth O He wiped
his mouth and belched. 2. to pour out of O



beleaguered

Dark smoke belched from the power station.
3. O to belch out to send out large amounts
of smoke, fumes or flames O The power sta-
tion was belching out dark smoke.
beleaguered /br'lizgad/ adj surrounded by
difficulties or by enemies

belfry /'belfri/ noun a church tower where
bells are (NOTE: The plural is belfries.)

® Belgian /'beldzon/ adj referring to Bel-
gium O Belgian chocolates are very popular
in England. O All Belgian motorways are lit
up at night. ® noun a person from Belgium O
There were ten people at the meeting, and
two of them were Belgians.

belie /br'lai/ verb 1. to hide O His brusque
manner belies his gentle nature. 2. to show
that something is false O His exam results be-
lied his teachers’ reports.

@ belief /br'lizf/ noun feeling sure that
something is true O His firm belief in the
power of law. O Her strong belief in God. o
it is my belief I believe O It's my belief that
the problems have been grossly exaggerated.
O to the best of my belief as far as [ know O
To the best of my belief, no one else has seen
this letter. 0 beyond belief incredible O That
she did not know that there were drugs in the
parcel is quite beyond belief.

believable /br'lizvab(a)l/ adj which can be
believed. Synonym credible. Antonym
unbelievable

@ believe /br'lizv/ verb 1. to be sure that
something is true, although you can’t prove it
O People used to believe that the earth was
flat. © Don't believe anything he tells you. 2.
not to be absolutely sure O 7 don’t believe I
have ever met your father. O I believe I have
been here before. 3. O to believe in to be sure
that something exists O Some people believe
in miracles. O Do you believe in flying
saucers?

believer /br'lizva/ noun a person who be-
lieves in a particular religion or idea. Syn-
onym supporter

Belisha beacon /bs li:fs 'bizkon/ noun a
flashing light at a zebra crossing

belittle /br'litl/ verb to make something
seem unimportant. Synonym disparage.
Antonym praise

@ bell /bel/ noun 1. a metal object shaped
like a cup, which makes a ringing noise when
hitO They rang the church bells at the wed-
ding. 2. any object designed to make a ring-
ing noise, especially an electric device O The
alarm bell rings if you touch the door. O The
postman rang the door bell. O You ought to
have a bell on your bicycle. O that rings a
bell that reminds me of something O Does
the name Forsyth ring a bell? 3. O to give
someone a bell to phone someone (informal)
O I'll give you a bell when we 've sorted out
the details.
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belligerent /ba'lidzorant/ adj 1. wanting
to go to war, or being at war O The country
has turned increasingly belligerent towards
its neighbours. 2. aggressive, wanting to ar-
gue with other people O Ask the manager
about it tomorrow, he’s in a belligerent mood
at the moment. Antonym compliant m noun
a country that is at war O The belligerents re-
fused to accept the ruling of the international
mediators.

bellow /'belov/ noun a loud deep cry © The
deer raised its head and gave a loud bellow.
Synonym roar. Antonym whisper m verb 1.
to make a loud cry O He bellowed with pain.
O The bull was bellowing in the farmyard. 2.
to shout O He bellowed to the swimmers to
come back to the beach.

bellows /'belovz/ plural noun a device
used to blow air onto a fire (NOTE: no singu-
lar: to show one item, say ‘a pair of
bellows’.)

® belly /'beli/ noun 1. the stomach and in-
testines 2. the front part of the body below
the chest (informal) (NOTE: The plural is bel-
lies.)

bellyache /'belieik/ (informal) noun a pain
in the abdomen or stomach O She had a bel-
lyache after eating green apples. ® verb O to
bellyache about something to complain
about something O Nothing seems to make
her happy — she’s always bellyaching about
something.

belly button /'beli ,bat(o)n/ noun same as
navel (informal)

@ belong /br'loy/ verb 1. to be in the usual
or expected place O That book belongs on the
top shelf. 2. to be happy to be somewhere or
with a group of people O Within a week in my
new job [ felt I belonged. o to belong to
someone to be the property of someone O
Does the car really belong to you? < to be-
long to something 1. to be a member of an
organisation O They still belong to the tennis
club. 2. to be part of or connected to some-
thing O French belongs to the family of lan-
guages that developed from Latin.
belongings /bri'logigz/  plural  noun
personal property O Her belongings were
scattered all over the room. O Please be
sure to take all your personal belongings
with you when you leave the aircraft. Syn-
onym possessions

beloved /br'lavid/ adj which is loved O
She doesn’t want to leave her beloved
childhood home. O He was very upset at the
death of his beloved grandfather. Synonym
much-loved m noun the person you love
most (formal) O He was reunited with his
beloved.

@ below /br'lau/ adv lower down O Stand-
ing on the bridge we looked at the river be-
low. O These toys are for children of two



belt

vears and below. ® prep lower down than O
The temperature was below freezing. O In
Singapore, the temperature never goes below
25°C. O Do not write anything below this
line. O These tablets should not be given to
children below the age of twelve. O Can you
see below the surface of the water?

@ belt /belt/ noun 1. a strap which goes
round your waist to hold up a skirt or trousers
O She wore a bright red belt. O This silver
belt comes from Thailand. 2. a person who
wears a particular coloured belt worn when
playing judo, karate, etc. O He’s a black belt.
3. a zone around something ®m verb 1. to
travel fast O The car was belting along the
motorway at over 100 miles an hour. 2. O to
belt out to sing very loudly O The fans were
belting out football songs.

belt up /,belt 'ap/ verb (informal) 1. to stop
talking O belt up! be quiet! 2. to attach your
seat belt O Make sure everyone in the car
belts up.

bemoan /bi'maun/ verb to complain about
something. Synonym lament. Antonym
applaud

bemused /bi'mju:zd/ adj puzzled and
confused. Synonym confused

@ bench /bent[/ noun 1. a long wooden
seat O We sat down on one of the park
benches. 0 (work) bench table in a work-
shop at which someone works O The carpen-
ter was standing at his bench. 2. 0 the bench
magistrates sitting in court O He was up be-
fore the bench for speeding. 3. (in Parlia
ment) the long seats in the House of Com-
mons. [y back benches, front bench
benchmark /'bent fma:k/ noun a standard
for testing against

@ bend /bend/ noun 1. a curve, especially
in a road, line, etc. O Don’t drive too fast,
there’s a sudden bend in the road. O The pipe
under the sink has an awkward S-bend. 2. 0
round the bend insane, annoyed or upset (in-
formal) O He's completely round the bend. O
She’ll go round the bend when she hears
that. O That music is driving me round the
bend. m verb 1. to make something curve O
You will have to bend the pipe to fit round the
corner. 2. to move a jointed part of your
body O to bend your knees slightly O Bend
your arm to see if the coat fits. 3. to curve O
The road bends sharply afier the bridge.
(NOTE: bending — bent /bent/)

@ bend down /'bend 'daun/, bend over
/'auval verb to stoop, so that your head is
lower than your waist. » backwards

bendy /'bendi/ adj 1. easily bent © a bendy
toy. Synonym flexible. Antonym rigid 2.
having many bends O a bendy road. Ant-
onym straight (NOTE: bendy - bendier
—bendiest)
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@ beneath /br'ni:0/ adv underneath
(formal) O From the bridge we watched
the river flowing beneath. Synonym un-
derneath. Antonym above m prep 1. under
O There are dangerous rocks beneath the
surface of the lake. O The river flows very
fast beneath the bridge. 2. not suitable, not
important enough O He thinks it is beneath
him to make the coffee himself.

benefactor /'benifakto/, benefactress
/'benifeektros/ noun a person who gives
money to an organisation such as a charity.
Synonym patron

beneficent /ba'nefisont/ adj helping or
showing kindness to others (literary)
beneficial / beni'fi[(a)l/ adj which helps.
Synonym helpful. Antonym detrimental

® beneficiary /,beni'fifori/ noun 1. a per-
son who inherits something in a will O The
main beneficiaries were his three children. 2.
someone, or a group, who is helped by some-
thing O Who will be the main beneficiaries of
this new law? (NOTE: The plural is benefi-
ciaries.)

® benefit /'benifit/ noun 1. an advantage
O What benefit would I get from joining the
club? o for someone’s benefit specially for
someone O You are not doing it just for my
benefit, are you? 2. payment by the state O
unemployment benefit O maternity benefit m
verb 1. to be useful to someone O The book
will benefit anyone who is planning to do
some house repairs. 2. O to benefit from, by
something to get an advantage from O Brit-
ish tourists will benefit from the strong
pound. O Pensioners can benefit from free
bus passes.

Benelux /'benilaks/ noun Belgium, the
Netherlands and Luxembourg together as a
group

benevolence /bi'nevalons/ noun being
good and kind. Antonym malevolence
benevolent /ba'nev(a)lont/ adj good and
kind. Antonym malevolent

benign /ba'nain/ adj 1. kind and pleasant
2. O a benign growth a harmless or
non-cancerous growth O At first they thought
the growth was benign, but in fact it was
malignant.

@ bent /bent/ adj 1. curved O These nails
are bent so we can’t use them. 2. O to be
bent on to be very keen on doing something
O He is bent on buying the car even if he
can'’t afford it. 3. dishonest O a bent police
officer ® noun a natural ability for doing a
particular activity O a scientific bent O She
discovered a bent for nursing. Synonym
aptitude

bent /bent/ » bend

benzene /'benziin/ noun a simple liquid
hydrocarbon used in making plastic and
petrol



bequeath

bequeath /bi'kwi:0/ verb o to bequeath
something to someone to leave property to
someone in a will O He bequeathed his
shares to his son. Synonym leave. Antonym
inherit

bequest /br'kwest/ noun the giving of
property or money to someone in a will. Syn-
onym inheritance

berate /bi'reit/ verb to criticise in an angry
tone (literary). Synonym rebuke. Antonym
praise

bereaved /bi'ri:vd/ adj who has a close
relative or friend who has died O We sent our
condolences to the bereaved families. Syn-
onym mourning B noun o the bereaved the
family and friends of a person who has died
O The priest was trying to console the be-
reaved after the funeral.

bereavement /br'rizvmont/ noun the loss
of a friend or relative through death

bereft /bi'reft/ adj o bereft of without (for-
mal) O He was left bereft of all income when
his business collapsed. O The children were
bereft of medical care. O bereft of hope
without any hope for the future

beret /'bere1/ noun a round cap without a
peak, worn by men or women

berry /'beri/ noun a small fruit (NOTE: The
plural is berries. Do not confuse with bury.)
berserk /ba'z3:k/ adj o to go berserk to
get angry and out of control O When he heard
that she had sold his collection of stamps he
went berserk.

berth /b3:0/ noun 1. a place where a ship
stays in a harbour O There are no berths free
— the ferry will have to wait at anchor outside
the harbour for a while. 2. O to give some-
one or something a wide berth to avoid
someone or something O Dad is in a bad
mood — 1'd give him a wide berth if I were
you. 3. a bunk bed on a ship or train © Do
you want the upper or lower berth? m verb
(of a ship) to stay in a harbour O The ship
won''t berth until late this evening.

beseech /bi'si:t[/ verb (literary) o to be-
seech someone to do something to ask
someone earnestly to do something (formal)
O She beseeched them to think again. O Do
not do this, I beseech you.

beset /bi'set/ adj o beset with surrounded
with difficulties or problems O The move to
new offices was beset with problems.

@ beside /bi'said/ prep 1. at the side of
someone or something O Come and sit down
beside me. O The office is just beside the rail-
way station. O it’s beside the point it’s got
nothing to do with the main subject O
Whether or not the coat matches your hat is
beside the point — it’s simply too big for you.
2. O to be beside yourself with to be in a
very agitated or excited state because of
something O The parents were beside them-
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selves with worry when their daughter did
not come home from school. O She was be-
side herself with grief.

® besides /bi'saidz/ prep as well as O
They have two other cars besides the big
Ford. O Besides the football team, our town
also has a hockey team. O Besides managing
the shop, he also teaches in the evening. m
adv 1. as well O He paints, plays chess and
has lots of other interests besides. 2. in any
case O [ don’t want to go for a picnic — be-
sides, it’s starting to rain.

besiege /bi'si:d3/ verb to surround a build-
ing, or a town or city O to be besieged with
something to receive many demands, enqui-
ries, letters, etc. O The bookshop was be-
sieged with enquiries about the new
dictionary.

besotted /bi'sptid/ adj o besotted with
someone madly in love with someone O /
don’t see what he sees in her, but he’s com-
pletely besotted. O She’s besotted with her
new baby.

@ best /best/ adj 1. very good, better than
anything else O She’s my best friend. O He
put on his best suit to go to the interview. O
What is the best way of getting to London

from here? O best regards, best wishes a

greeting sent to someone O Give my best
wishes to your father. 2. O for the best part
of for most of O She’s been in bed for the
best part of a week. m noun 1. the thing
which is better than anything else O The pic-
ture shows her at her best. O to do your best
to do as well as you can O She did her best,
but didn’t win. O all the best best wishes for
the future O We wished them all the best in
their marriage. 2. 0O to make the best of
something to take any advantage you can
from something O They say it will rain this
afternoon, so we’d better make the best of the
sunshine while it’s here. O to make the best
of a bad job to do something in spite of terri-
ble conditions O [t was raining when we
stopped for a picnic, so we made the best of a
bad job and had our sandwiches in the car. O
the best of it is that the most interesting or
funniest part of the story is that O The best of
it was that she didn’t recognise him in his
Father Christmas outfit. O to the best of my
knowledge as far as I know 3. best clothes O
The children were all in their Sunday best.
adv in the best way O The engine works best
when it’s warm. O Oranges grow best in hot
countries. O Which of you knows London
best? O as best you can in the best way you
can, even though this may not be perfect O
He repaired the dent in the car door as best
he could.

@ best man /best 'man/ noun the man
who helps the bridegroom at a wedding



bestow

bestow /bi'stov/ verb to give (formal).
Synonym confer

bestseller /best'sela/ noun an item, espe-
cially a book, which sells very well
bestselling /best'selin/ adj 1. which sells
in very large numbers O These computer
disks are our bestselling line. O This is the
bestselling car in the range. 2. whose books
sell very well O Our bestselling author left us
for another publishing house. » Synonym
successful

@ bet /bet/ noun a sum of money which is
risked by trying to say which horse will come
first in a race or which side will win a compe-
tition, etc. O He placed a bet on his friend’s
horse but lost his bet when the horse came
last. O I've got a bet on England to win the
next World Cup. O it is a safe bet it is very
likely to happen O It’s a safe bet that if we
decide to go camping it will rain. ® verb 1. to
risk money by saying which horse you think
will come first in a race or which team will
win, etc. O He bet me £10 the Prime Minister
would lose the election. 2. to be sure of
something O [ bet you she’s going to be late.
O you bet! of course (informal) © Do you
want to go to the pub? — You bet!

beta /'birto/ noun the second letter of the
Greek alphabet, or a mark showing a second
level in a series. Symbol

beta blocker /'bi:to ,bloka/ noun a drug
which reduces the heart’s activity

betray /b1'tre1/ verb 1. to harm someone by
telling their secrets O He was betrayed by his
best friend. O The scientist was accused of
betraying secrets to the enemy. 2. to show a
feeling which you want to keep hidden © The
tears in her eyes betrayed her emotion.
betrayal /br'trerol/ noun the act of giving
someone’s secrets to an enemy, or of not do-
ing what you had promised to do. Synonym
disloyalty. Antonym loyalty

betrothed /b1'troudd/ noun a person you
are engaged to marry (formal or humorous)
@ better /'beto/ adj 1. good when compared
to something else O The weather is better to-
day than it was yesterday. O His latest book
is better than the first one he wrote. O She’s
better at maths than English. O Brown bread
is better for you than white. O We will shop
around to see if we can get a better price. 2.
healthy again O [ had a cold last week but
I’'m better now. O I hope your sister will be
better soon. M adv more successfully than
something else O She sings better than her
sister. O My old knife cuts better than the new
one. O to think better of something to de-
cide that something is not a good idea O He
was going to drive to London, but thought
better of it when he heard the traffic report
on the news. ® noun 1. a person who bets O
One or two lucky betters won thousands of
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pounds on the race. 2. O to get the better of
someone to beat someone O No one can get
the better of him at poker. o for the better
which makes the situation better O He's
earning more money now, and his financial
situation has changed for the better. O he
took a turn for the better his health began
to improve W verb O to better yourself to
improve your social position O He studied
hard because he wanted to better himself.

better off /betor 'nf/ adj in a better
position

® betting /'betin/ noun the placing of bets
® between /br'twiin/ prep 1. placed with
things on both sides O There’s only a thin
wall between his office and mine, so I hear
everything he says. O Don't sit between him
and his girlfriend. 2. connecting two places
O The bus goes between Oxford and London.
3. in the interval separating two times O ['m
have a meeting between 10 o’clock and 12. O
Can you come to see me between now and
next Monday? 4. in the space separating two
amounts O The parcel weighs between four
and five kilos. O Cherries cost between £2
and £3 per kilo. O in between in the middle,
with things on both sides 5. showing a differ-
ence O She’s colour-blind — she can’t tell the
difference between red and green. 6. sharing
O We only had £10 between the three of us.
7. among O She could choose between
courses in German, Chinese or Russian. 8. 0
between you and me speaking privately O
Between you and me, I don’t think he’s very
good at his job.

beverage /'bev(a)ridz/ noun drink (formal)
bewail /br'weil/ verb to complain about
something (formal). Synonym lament. Ant-
onym applaud

beware /b1'wea/ verb to watch out for
bewilder /br'wildo/ verb to puzzle some-
one. Synonym confuse

bewildered /bi'wildoad/ adj confused or
puzzled

bewildering /br'wild(s)riy/ adj confusing
or puzzling

bewilderment /br'wildoment/ noun a
state of confusion or of being puzzled. Ant-
onym clarity

bewitch /br'witf/ verb 1. to charm some-
one 2. to cast a spell on someone

® beyond /br'jond/ prep 1. further away
than O The post office is beyond the bank. o
it is beyond my means it is too expensive for
me to buy it O I'd love to buy a sports car,
but [ think it would be beyond my means. 2.
later than O The party went on till beyond
midnight. ® adv further away, on the other
side O She stared through the window at the
fields beyond.



bhangra

bhangra /'baggra/ noun a style of dance
music which mixes Punjabi folk music with
western pop music
biannual /bar'enjusl/ adj which happens
twice a year (NOTE: Do not confuse with bi-
ennial.)
bias /'baros/ noun a fixed opinion in one di-
rection only
biased /'barast/ adj prejudiced. Antonym
unbiased
bib /bib/ noun 1. a little piece of cloth which
is tied round a baby’s neck, under its chin O
Don't forget to put his bib on when he’s eat-
ing spinach. 2. the top part of an apron or
dungarees, covering your chest
® Bible /'baib(a)l/ noun 1. a Christian and
Jewish book of scriptures O He reads from
the Bible every evening. 2. an important and
useful reference book O She keeps an old
French cookery book in the kitchen — it’s her
bible.
COMMENT: The Christian Bible is made up
of the Old Testament (the Jewish scriptures)
and the New Testament, which are the writ-
ings concerned with the life and works of
Christ and the early Christian Church.
biblical /'biblik(9)l/ adj referring to the
Bible
bibliography / bibli'pgrafi/ noun a list of
publications about a special subject (NOTE:
The plural is bibliographies.)
bicarbonate of soda /bar'ka:bonat ov
'sauda/ noun a chemical used as a medicine
for stomach pains or as an ingredient in cakes
and bread
bicentenary / barsen'tirnari/ noun an an-
niversary of 200 years (NOTE: The plural is
bicentenaries.)
bicentennial / baisen'tenial/ adjreferring
to a bicentenary
biceps /'baiseps/ noun a muscle formed of
two parts, especially the muscle in the front
of the upper arm (NOTE: The plural is bi-
ceps.)
bicker /'bikas/ verb to quarrel about some-
thing. Synonym argue. Antonym agree
® bicycle /'barsik(a)l/ noun a vehicle with
two wheels which is ridden by one person
who makes it go by pushing on the pedals
and steers with the handlebars O He goes to
school by bicycle every day. O She’s going to
do the shopping on her bicycle. O He's learn-
ing to ride a bicycle. Synonym bike m verb
to ride on a bicycle O We bicycled all over
the Netherlands. (NOTE: The person who
rides a bicycle is a cyclist. To show the dif-
ference from a motorcycle, a bicycle is
sometimes called a push bike.)
® bid /bid/ noun 1. an offer to buy at an
auction O His bid for the painting was too
low. 2. an attempt to do something O she
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made a bid for power she tried to seize
power m verb 1. to make an offer to buy
something at an auction O He bid £500 for
the car. (NOTE: bidding — bid) 2. to wish O
He bade me farewell. (NOTE: bid or bade
/bed/ - has bidden)

bidder /'bido/ noun a person who makes an
offer to buy something, especially at an auc-
tion. Synonym buyer o to sell something to
the highest bidder to sell something to the
person who makes the best offer O The lot
was sold to the highest bidder.

bidding /'bidiy/ noun 1. a command o I
did it at his bidding I did it because he told
me to do it 2. offers made at an auction O The
bidding started at £200 and rose quickly.
bide /baid/ verb 1. to wait for a good oppor-
tunity to do something O If' I were you I
wouldn’t do anything quickly, I'd bide my
time. 2. (archaic) to stay, or wait

bidet /'bi:dev/ noun a small low bath for
washing your bottom

biennial /bar'eniol/ adj 1. (of a plant)
which flowers in its second year of growth
and then dies 2. (of an event) which happens
every two years O The athletics competition
is a biennial event. (NOTE: Do not confuse
with biannual.) m noun a plant which flow-
ers in its second year of growth and then dies
O We plant biennials at the back of the
flowerbed and annuals in front.

bifocal /bar'fouk(a)l/ adj, noun o bifocal
spectacles, bifocals spectacles with two
types of lens in each frame, one for reading
and one for seeing longer distances
bifurcate /'baifokert/ verb to split in two
@ big /big/ adj of a large size O I don’t want
a small car — I want a big one. O His father
has the biggest restaurant in town. O I'm not
afraid of him — I'm bigger than he is. O We
had a big order from Germany. ®m adv O to
talk big to pretend to be important (NOTE:
bigger-biggest)

bigamist /'bigomist/ noun a person who is
illegally married to two people at the same
time

bigamy /'bigomi/ noun the crime of some-
one going through a ceremony of marriage to
someone when they are already married to
someone else

Big Bang /big 'ber/ noun a large explo-
sion which some scientists think was the be-
ginning of the universe

@ Big Ben /big 'ben/ noun a clock and bell
at the top of St Stephen’s tower by the
Houses of Parliament in London

Big Brother /big 'brada/ noun an author-
ity which controls and watches other people
big business /big 'biznis/ noun very
large commercial companies, seen as a group
(NOTE: no plural)



big cheese

big cheese /big 'tfi:z/ noun an important
person. (informal) Antonym nobody

@ big deal /big 'di:l/ noun 1. an important
business transaction O It’s one of the biggest
deals we have ever signed. 2. O big deal!
that’s not a very good deal (used sarcasti-
cally) O He offered me £20 for the car — big
deal!

big game /big 'geim/ noun large animals
such as lions and tigers which are hunted for
sport (NOTE: no plural)

bigheaded /big'hedid/ adj too proud of
yourself (informal). Synonym conceited
big money /big 'mani/ noun a lot of
money (informal)

big name /big 'neim/ noun an important
person (informal). Antonym unknown
bigot /'bigot/ noun a person with a nar-
row-minded attitude to religion or politics
bigoted /'bigotid/ adj with very strong and
unreasonable ideas about something. Syn-
onym prejudiced. Antonym open-minded
bigotry /'bigatri/ noun an attitude where
you dislike something strongly for no partic-
ular reason. Synonym prejudice

big shot /'big [t/ noun an important per-
son (informal). Antonym nobody

big time /'big taim/ noun being at the top
level in show business (slang) O He toured
the country doing conjuring tricks, and then
suddenly hit the big time with a TV show.
big toe /big 'tou/ noun the largest of the
five toes

bigwig /'bigwig/ noun an important person
(informal)

@ bike /baik/ noun a bicycle (informal) O
He goes to school by bike. O She was
knocked off her bike by a car. O Although he
is over eighty he still rides a bike or goes for
a bike ride every day.

biker /'baiko/ noun a person who rides a
motorcycle. Synonym motorcyclist

bikini /br'kiini/ noun a woman’s small
two-piece swimsuit

bilateral /bar'lzt(o)rol/ adj involving two
sides. Antonym unilateral

® bile /bail/ noun 1. a thick bitter
brownish-yellow fluid produced by the
liver, which helps to digest fatty substances
2. angry or bitter feelings (literary). Synonym
bitterness

bilge /bild3/ noun 1. dirty water in the bot-
tom of a ship 2. nonsense O He's just talking
bilge!

bilingual /bar'liggwal/ adj using two lan-
guages O a bilingual dictionary a dictionary
which gives translations from one language
into another O He carries a bilingual Ger-
man-Spanish glossary with him. o she is bi-
lingual in French and Spanish she can
speak French and Spanish equally well
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@ bill /bil/ noun 1. a piece of paper showing
the amount of money you have to pay for
something O The total bill came to more than
£200. O Ask the waiter for the bill. O Don’t
forget to pay the gas bill. O Does the bill in-
clude VAT ? (NOTE: The US term in a res-
taurant is check.) 2. the hard part of a bird’s
mouth O The bird was picking up food with
its bill. Synonym beak 3. US a piece of pa-
per money O a [0-dollar bill (NOTE: The
British term is note: a 10-pound note) 4. a
proposed act of parliament which, if passed
by parliament, becomes law O Parliament
will consider two bills this week. O He has
drafted a bill to ban the sale of guns. 5. O to
fit the bill to be suitable O Thanks — that will
fit the bill perfectly.

billboard /'bilbo:d/ noun especially US a
large outdoor panel for posters (NOTE: The
British term is hoarding.)

billfold /'bilfovld/ noun US a small flat
leather case for credit cards and banknotes,
carried in your pocket (NOTE: The British
term is wallet.)

billiards /'biliodz/ noun a game played on
a table, where two players with long cues hit
their own white ball against a red ball or the
opponent’s ball, scoring points. Compare
snooker (NOTE: billiards loses the ‘s’ when
it is used before another noun: a billiard ta-
ble.)

billing /'bilig/ noun 1. the position a per-
former has on an entertainment programme
or advertisement 2. the advertising or pro-
moting of a performance, event or product 3.
the preparing and sending out of bills to
customers

billion /'biljon/ noun 1. one thousand mil-
lion O The government raises billions in
taxes each year. 2. one million million
(dated) 3. a great many O Billions of Christ-
mas cards are sent every year. (NOTE: In
American English billion has always meant
one thousand million, but in British English
it formerly meant one million million, and it
is still sometimes used with this meaning.
With figures it is usually written bn: $5bn
say ‘five billion dollars’.)

billionaire /biljo'nea/ noun a person who
is worth one billion pounds or dollars

Bill of Rights /,bil ov 'raits/ noun the first
ten amendments to the constitution of the
United States, which refer to the rights and
privileges of individual citizens

billow /'bilou/ noun 1. a very large wave 2.
a mass of moving smoke O We could see bil-
lows of smoke rising from the volcano. m
verb 1. to become full of air O The sails of
the yachts billowed in the breeze. 2. to move
in large waves O Smoke billowed out of the
building.
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billy goat /'bili gout/ noun a male goat
(NOTE: A female goat is a nanny goat.)
biltong /'biltoy/ noun dried beef, eaten in
South Africa

bimbo /'bimbau/ noun an attractive but
rather stupid girl (informal, offensive)
bimonthly /bar'man6li/ adj every two
months; twice a month B noun a magazine
appearing every two weeks

@ bin /bn/ noun 1. a metal box for keeping
things in 2. a container for putting rubbish in
O Don’t throw your litter on the floor — pick
it up and put it in the bin. m verb to throw
something away into a rubbish bin O He just
binned the demand for payment. Synonym
throw away (NOTE: binning — binned)
binary /'bainori/ adj arranged in groups of
two

binary system /'bainori ,sistom/ noun a
system for representing information which
only uses the numbers 1 and 0

@ bind /baind/ verb 1. to tie O They bound
her to the tree with ropes. 2. to force some-
one to do something O The contract binds
him to make regular payments. 3. to put a
cover on a book O The book is bound in blue
leather. 4. O to bind someone over to make
someone promise to obey the law for a period
of time O He was bound over to keep the
peace for two months. » bound (NOTE:
binding — bound)

binder /'bainds/ noun 1. a person, a ma-
chine or a company that puts the parts of a
book together O The book has been printed
and is now at the binder’s. 2. a stiff cover for
papers O Write to the publisher to get a free
binder for your magazines.

binding /'baindiy/ adj (of a contract) that
you must obey by law O This contract is
binding on both parties. Synonym compul-
sory B noun the cover of a book O The book
has a leather binding.

binge /bind3/ noun a time when someone
drinks too much alcohol, eats too much or
does something else too much O Afier last
night’s binge he had to stay in bed. O She
went on a chocolate binge which lasted the
whole summer. O Shopping binges are not
uncommon during sales time. Synonym
spree m verb O to binge on something to
eat or drink too much of something O [ felt
sick after bingeing on chocolate.

bingo noun /'biggou/ a game of chance,
where each player has a card with numbers
on it. Numbers are called out, and when you
have marked off a whole row of numbers,
you win. O She goes to play bingo every Fri-
day night. O He won quite a lot at bingo. B
interj showing surprise O He opened the en-
velope and bingo! A key fell out.

bin liner /'bin lamas/ noun a plastic bag for
putting inside a rubbish bin

bioterrorism

® binoculars /bi'nokjuloz/ plural noun
powerful glasses for looking at things which
are too far away to see clearly. Synonym
field glasses (NOTE: binoculars has no
singular. If you want to indicate one item,
say ‘a pair of binoculars’.)

binocular vision /binokjolo 'viz(o)n/
noun the use of both eyes to see things, and
therefore to judge distance

binomial /bar'noumisl/ adj having two
parts separated by a + or a — sign

binomial classification /barnoumisl
[klaesifr'kerf(a)n/ noun a way of classifying
plants and animals, using two names
biochemical / baiou'kemik(a)l/ adj refer-
ring to the chemistry of living things
biochemist / baiou'kemist/ noun a scien-
tist who studies the chemistry of living things
biochemistry /,barou'kemistri/ noun the
science and study of the chemistry of living
things

biodegradable /baroudi'greidob(a)l/
adj which can easily be broken down by bac-
teria, the sun or sea water

biodiversity / baroudar'vsisiti/ noun the
number of species in a certain area
bioengineering  /barouendsi'nroriy/
noun the use of biochemical processes in in-
dustry to produce things such as drugs and
food

biographer /bar'ngrofo/ noun a person
who writes the story of someone’s life
biographical / baro'grefik(o)l/ adj refer-
ring to the story of someone’s life. Synonym
factual

biography /bar'ografi/ noun the story of
someone’s life (NOTE: The plural is
biographies.)

biological /baro'lndzik(o)l/ adj 1. refer-
ring to living things O the biological balance
in the North Sea 2. using harmful bacteria O
biological warfare

biological mother /barslodzik(o)l
'mad9a/ noun the woman who gave birth to a
child

biologist /bar'vladzist/ noun a scientist
who does research in biology

® biology /bar'vladzi/ noun the study of
living things

biopsy /'baiopsi/ noun an operation to re-
move a small piece from someone’s body for
examination (NOTE: The plural is biopsies.)
biosphere /'barousfio/ noun the part of
the earth and its atmosphere where living
things exist

biotechnology /baroutek'nolad3zi/ noun
technology which uses different living mate-
rials such as cells for science or industry
bioterrorism /'barou,terariz(e)m/ noun
terrorism that uses biological or chemical
weapons



bipartisan

bipartisan /baipa:ti'zen/ adj accepted
by the Opposition as well as by the
Government

bipartite /bar'pa:tart/ adj with two sides
taking part

birch /bs:tf/ noun a northern tree with
small leaves and a white outer layer which
comes off in strips O the birch forests of Rus-
sia (NOTE: The plural is birches.) m verb
(dated) to beat someone with thin sticks
from a tree as a punishment O He was sen-
tenced to be birched.

@ bird /b3:d/ noun 1. an animal with wings
and feathers O Most birds can fly, but pen-
guins can’t. O She keeps a little bird in a
cage. O a little bird told me someone told
me the secret, but I can’t tell you who it was
O a bird in the hand is worth two in the
bush be satisfied with what you have, rather
than hoping for something better which may
never come. p early 2. a person, especially a
woman (informal) O She’s a funny old bird.
3. a girl (offensive) © Who's that new bird in
the accounts department? O Did you see the
bird he was with last night?

birdie /'bs:di/ noun 1. a child’s way of re-
ferring to a bird O Look at the little birdies on
the lawn! 2. (in golf) using one less than the
usual number of hits to get the ball into a hole
O He got a birdie at the fifth hole.

bird of prey /ba:d av 'prer/ noun a bird
which kills animals and other birds for food
(NOTE: The plural is birds of prey.)
bird’s-eye view / bs:dz a1 'vju:/ noun a
view from high up looking down
birdwatching /'ba:dwot [/ noun look-
ing at birds for pleasure, or for scientific
purposes

Biro /'bairou/ trademark a ballpoint pen
(NOTE: The plural is Biros.)

@ birth /b3:0/ noun the act of being born O
He was a big baby at birth. O to give birth to
to have a baby O She gave birth to a boy last
week. O he or she is French by birth he or
she is French because his or her parents are
French

birth certificate /'b3:0 so,tifikat/ noun
an official paper showing the date on which
someone was born, together with details of
the parents

birth control /'ba:0 kon,troul/ noun the
practice of trying to avoid becoming
pregnant

@ birthday /'b3:0der/ noun the date on
which you were born O April 23rd is Shake-
speare’s birthday. O My birthday is on 25th
June. O What do you want for your birthday?
o I’ll be 10 years old next birthday on my
next birthday I will be 10 years old 00 in your
birthday suit with no clothes on
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birthday cake /'ba:0der keik/ noun a
cake made specially for a birthday, usually
decorated with icing and candles
birthday card /'ba:6der ka:d/ noun a
card which you send someone to wish them a
happy birthday
birthday party /'bs:0der ,pa:ti/ noun a
party held for a birthday
birthday present /'bs:0der prezont/
noun a present given to someone for their
birthday
birthmark /'b3:0ma:k/ noun a mark on the
skin which a baby has from birth, and which
usually cannot be removed
birthplace /'bs:6plers/ noun 1. the place
where someone was born O They visited
Shakespeare’s birthplace in Stratford. 2. the
place where something was invented O
China was the birthplace of gunpowder.
birth rate /'b3:0 rert/ noun the number of
children born per thousand of the population
® biscuit /'biskit/ noun a small, flat, usu-
ally sweet, hard cake (NOTE: The US term is
cookie.)
bisect /bai'sekt/ verb to cut into two equal
parts
bisexual adj /bar'sekfusl/ sexually at-
tracted to both men and women B noun a bi-
sexual person
® bishop /'bifop/ noun 1. a Christian
church leader O the Bishop of London 2. in
chess, a piece which moves diagonally O She
took both his bishops in three moves.
bison /'bais(a)n/ noun a large wild animal
with long hair, which used to be common in
Europe and North America (NOTE: The plu-
ral is bison. An North American bison is
also called a buffalo.)
bistro /'biistrov/ noun a small restaurant
(NOTE: The plural is bistros.)
@ bit /bit/ noun 1. a little piece O He tied the
bundle of sticks together with a bit of string.
O Would you like another bit of cake? O to
come to bits to fall apart O The chair has
come to bits. O to take something to bits to
take something apart in order to repair it O
He’s taking my old clock to bits. O thrilled to
bits very pleased O to love someone to bits
to love someone very much 2. 0 a bit a little
O The painting is a bit too dark. O She al-
ways plays that tune a bit too fast. O Let him
sleep a little bit longer. O Can you wait a bit,
I'm not ready yet. O Have you got a piece of
wood a bit bigger than this one? O a bit
much not fair O Being told it was my fault
when I wasn’t even there is a bit much. 0 bit
by bit not all at the same time, little by little
O He paid back the money he owed, bit by
bit. O He inched forward, bit by bit, towards
the edge of the cliff. 0 not the slightest bit
not at all O She didn’t sound the slightest bit



bitch

worried. O he or she is a bit of a nuisance he
or she is rather a nuisance O not a bit of use
of no use at all o for a bit for a short period
of time O Can you stop for a bit, I'm getting
tired? 3. the smallest unit in a binary system,
which has the value of 0 or 1. Compare byte
4. the smallest unit of information that a sys-
tem can handle 5. a tool which fits into a
drill, used for making holes 6. a piece of
metal which is put in a horse’s mouth, in or-
der to control it. » champ m verb ) bite

bitch /bitf/ noun 1. a female animal, espe-
cially a female dog O They have two dogs — a
male and a bitch. O The bitch has given birth
to five puppies. 2. an unpleasant woman (of-
fensive slang) O That bitch is going round
spreading rumours about me. (NOTE: [all
senses] The plural is bitches.) m verb to
complain (slang) O What’s she bitching
about now?

bitchy /'bitfi/ adj making unpleasant re-
marks about someone (slang). Synonym
catty. Antonym kind (NOTE: bitchy -
bitchier-bitchiest)

@ bite /bait/ noun 1. a small amount of food
that you eat O A/l I had for lunch was a bite
of bread and cheese. O She took a big bite
out of the sandwich. 2. a place where some-
one has been bitten (NOTE: Do not confuse
with byte.) m verb 1. to cut someone or
something with your teeth O The dog tried to
bite the postman. O She bit a piece out of the
pie. 2. (of an insect) to sting a person or ani-
mal O She’s been bitten by a mosquito.
(NOTE: biting — bit /bit/ — has bitten
/'b1t(9)n/)

bite-sized /'bart saizd/ adj small enough
to put in your mouth

biting /'baitiy/ adj 1. very cold © 4 biting
wind blew across the valley. 2. (of a criti-
cism) very severe O He ended his review with
some biting remarks about the costumes.

® bitten /'bit(o)n/ i) bite

® bitter /'bito/ adj 1. not sweet O This black
coffee is too bitter. 2. angry because some-
thing is not fair O She was very bitter about
the way the company treated her. O to the
bitter end to the very end O They resisted the
changes to the bitter end. 3. very cold O a
bitter December night O bitter weather com-
ing from the Arctic m noun ordinary pale
British beer which is not sweet O 4 pint of
bitter, please. (NOTE: usually no plural; bit-
ters means glasses of bitter: Two bitters
and a packet of crisps, please.)

bitterly /'bitsli/ adv 1. strongly O He bit-
terly regrets what he said. 2. 0 bitterly cold
very cold O It was bitterly cold in the tent.
bitterness /'bitonas/ noun 1. bitter taste O
Add some more sugar if you want to hide the
bitterness of the lemons. 2. angry feelings O
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His bitterness at being left out of the England
team was very obvious.

bitter-sweet /'bito swiit/ adj 1. smelling
or tasting both bitter and sweet 2. causing
feelings of both happiness and sadness

bitty /'biti/ adj made up of unconnected
parts (NOTE: bitty — bittier — bittiest)
bitumen /'bitfumon/ noun a black sub-
stance which comes from petrol

bivouac /'bivuxk/ noun a simple shelter
made from branches and leaves m verb to
camp out in the open without a tent (NOTE:
bivouacking — bivouacked)

bizarre /br'za:/ adj very strange. Synonym
peculiar. Antonym ordinary

blab /bleb/ verb to tell someone a secret
(informal) (NOTE: blabbing — blabbed)

@ black /blek/ adj 1. having a very dark
colour, the opposite to white O a black and
white photograph O He was wearing a black
suit. O I’m in his or her black books he or
she is annoyed with me 2. having
dark-coloured skin, especially because of be-
longing to a race whose families are African
in origin M noun 1. the colour of black O She
likes to wear black. o in the black not owing
anything; in profit O The company went into
the black last year. O My bank account is still
in the black. 2. a person whose skin is dark
coloured, especially someone who belongs to
a family who came, at one time, from Africa
m verb to prevent from doing business in cer-
tain goods or with certain people O Three
firms were blacked by the government.
black-and-white / blaek on 'wart/ adj 1.
(of an image) not in colour 2. clear-cut and
simple

blackball /'bleekbo:l/ verb to vote against
someone who wants to join a club

black belt /'blek belt/ noun a person who
has achieved the highest level of skill in an
activity such as judo, or the belt which repre-
sents this achievement

® blackberry /'blekb(e)ri/ noun 1. a
small black fruit that grows on a bush © For
dessert we're having blackberry and apple
pie. 2. the bush this fruit grows on O We had
to struggle through blackberry bushes which
had grown over the path. (NOTE: A wild
blackberry is also called a bramble. The
plural is blackberries.)

® blackbird /'blaeekba:d/ noun a common
garden bird with black feathers and a yellow
beak

® blackboard /'blakboid/ noun a dark
board which you can write on with chalk, es-
pecially on the wall of a classroom

black box /blek 'boks/ noun a piece of
equipment carried in an aircraft which re-
cords what happens during a flight, including



black cab

conversations between pilots and the control
tower

black cab /blek 'kab/ noun a London taxi
® blackcurrant /blek'karont/ noun 1. a
small black fruit which is usually eaten
cooked O a jar of blackcurrant jam O The
blackcurrants need more sugar — they’re
very sour. 2. the small bush this fruit grows
on O [ planted six blackcurrants in the
garden.

black economy /blek 1'’kpnomi/ noun
the illegal buying and selling of goods and
services which allows people to avoid paying
taxes

blacken /'bleekon/ verb to make black o to
blacken someone’s reputation to say things
which harm someone’s reputation O /n order
to blacken his reputation, the newspapers
said that he was having an affair with his
secretary.

black eye /blek 'ar/ noun bruising and
swelling around an eye, caused by a blow
blackhead /'bleekhed/ noun a blocked
area which shows up as a very small black
dot on the skin

black hole /blek 'houl/ noun an area in
space which pulls light into it

black ice /blek 'ars/ noun a dangerous
layer of thin ice on a road

blackleg /'blakleg/ noun an employee
who goes on working when there is a strike
blacklist /'blaeklist/ noun a list of things or
people that are not approved of O His name is
on the blacklist. ® verb to put someone or
something on a blacklist © The company has
been blacklisted by the government.

black magic /bleek 'mad31k/ noun magic
used for evil purposes

blackmail /'blakmeil/ verb 1. to threaten
to do something harmful to someone unless
they do what you want O They tried to black-
mail the government into releasing prisoners
of war. 2. to make someone give you money
by threatening to tell people a secret that they
have O Her former cook tried to blackmail
her. B noun the act of blackmailing O The
government will not give in to terrorist black-
mail. Synonym extortion

blackmailer /'blakmeilo/ noun a person
who blackmails someone

black mark /blek 'ma:k/ noun a bad
report

black market /blek 'ma:kit/ noun buy-
ing and selling goods in a way which is not
allowed by law

black marketeer /blek ma:ka'tiza/ noun
a person who sells things on the black market
blackness /'bleeknos/ noun the state of
being completely black or dark

black out /blak 'avt/ verb 1. to become
unconscious O [ suddenly blacked out and 1
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can’t remember anything more. 2. to make
all the lights switch off over a large area O
The storm blacked out half the town.
blackout /'blakaut/ noun 1. an occasion
on which you become unconscious O He
must have had a blackout while driving. 2. a
period when there is no electricity, or when
there are no lights O The snowstorm caused a
blackout.

black pepper /blek 'pepa/ noun pepper
from whole dried pepper seeds (NOTE: Pep-
per from berries which have had the outer
layer removed is white pepper.)

black sheep /blek 'fizp/ noun o the
black sheep of the family the member of the
family who behaves badly O Everyone
turned up for the funeral except Eugene, the
black sheep of the family.

blacksmith /'blaksmi6/ noun 1. a person
who works with red-hot iron, making it into
different shapes with a hammer O She asked
the blacksmith to make her a new garden
gate. 2. a person who repairs and fits horse-
shoes O The blacksmith was shoeing a horse.
black spot /'blek spot/ noun a place on a
road where accidents often happen

black tie /blek 'tai/ noun a formal style of
dress for men that includes a smart black
jacket and a black bow tie

bladder /'bleeds/ noun 1. the bag-shaped
organ inside the body where urine collects
before being passed out of the body O She is
taking antibiotics for a bladder infection. 2.
any bag-shaped organ inside the body 3. a
light bag full of air inside a football O The
nail went right through the football and
pierced the bladder.

® blade /ble1d/ noun 1. a sharp cutting part
O the blades of a pair of scissors O Be care-
ful — that knife has a very sharp blade. 2. a
thin leaf of grass O She sat in the shade of an
apple tree, chewing a blade of grass. 3. the
flat part at the end of a long piece of wood,
used for pushing a boat along 4. one arm of a
propeller O His arm was severed by a propel-
ler blade.

blah /bla:/ noun boring talk or writing (in-
formal)

@ blame /bleim/ noun criticism for having
done something wrong O I'm not going to
take the blame for something I didn’t do. O to
get the blame for to be accused of O Who
got the blame for breaking the window? —
Me, of course! ® verb O to blame someone
for something, to blame something on
someone to say that someone is responsible
for something O Blame my sister for the aw-
ful food, not me. O He blamed the accident
on the bad weather. o 1 don’t blame you I
think you’re right to do that O I don’t blame
you for being annoyed, when everyone else
got a present and you didn’t. O you have



blameless

only yourself to blame no one else is respon-
sible for what happened O You have only

yourself to blame if you missed the chance of

a free ticket. O to be to blame for to be re-
sponsible for something O The manager is to
blame for the bad service.

blameless /'bleimlas/ adj not guilty. Syn-
onym innocent

blameworthy /'blermw3:0i/ adj deserving
to be blamed for something. Synonym
responsible

blanch /bla:ntJ/ verb 1. to cook for a short
time in boiling water O Blanch the asparagus
for two minutes. 2. to put fruit or vegetables
in boiling water to remove the skin O Blanch
the tomatoes first. O Almonds should be
blanched before being roasted and salted. 3.
to cover growing plants so that they become
white O Celery needs to be blanched by cov-
ering it with earth to get really white stems.
4. to turn white with shock or worry O She
blanched at the news.

bland /bleend/ adj 1. dull and boring; and
often not giving any information O He gave a
bland reply. 2. without much flavour O Some
people don't like avocados because they find
them too bland. O The sauce needs more
herbs — it’s far too bland.

blandishments /'blendifmonts/ plural
noun nice things that people say to you to try
and make you do what they want

® blank /blaepk/ adj 1. (of paper) with no
writing on it O She took a blank piece of pa-
per and drew a map. 2. O he looked blank
he didn’t seem to know anything about it O
When she mentioned the money he owed, he
Just looked blank. 0 blank cassette or tape a
cassette or tape which has nothing recorded
on it @ noun 1. an empty space on a piece of
paper O Just fill in the blanks on the form. 2.
0 my mind is a blank I can’t remember any-
thing about it 0 to draw a blank to get no re-
sult O When she tried to trace her father, she
drew a blank. 3. same as blank cartridge O
The police fired blanks into the crowd of pro-
testers. » point-blank

blank cartridge /bleegk 'ka:tridz/ nouna
cartridge from a gun which does not have a
bullet in it

blank cheque /blepk 'tfek/ noun 1. a
cheque which has not been filled in O a hook
of blank cheques 2. a cheque which has been
signed, but without any details O Her father
gave her a blank cheque for her birthday and
told her to fill in any amount she liked. 3. to-
tal freedom to do anything O The planners
have been given a blank cheque to do what
they like with the town centre.

® blanket /'bleegkit/ noun 1. a thick cover
which you put over you to keep warm O He
woke up when the blankets fell off the bed. O
She wrapped the children up in blankets to
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keep them warm. 2. a thick layer O 4 blanket
of snow covered the fields. O The motorway
was covered in a blanket of fog. m verb to
cover with something O The whole area was
blanketed with snow.

blanket refusal /blepkit ri'fjuiz(e)l/
noun a general refusal to accept various
things

blankly /'blepkli/ adv not showing any
reaction

blank out /blepk 'avt/ verb to cover up
something which has been written or drawn
blank verse /blegk 'vais/ noun poetry
which does not rhyme

blare /blea/ noun a loud unpleasant noise O
The blare of car horns in the street outside
our hotel. ® verb to make a loud unpleasant
noise O The night club has music blaring
away in the middle of the night. O He drives
around with his radio blaring.

blasé /'bla:ze/ adj with an attitude sug-
gesting that you do not care. Synonym non-
chalant. Antonym concerned
blasphemy /'blaeesfomi/ noun being rude
about God, religion or established principles
blast /bla:st/ noun 1. an explosion O Sev-
eral windows were shattered by the blast. 2.
a strong current of wind O an icy blast from
the north 3. a sharp loud sound from a signal
or whistle O Three blasts of the alarm means
that passengers should go on deck. 4. o go-
ing full blast going at full power O They kept
the heating going full blast even in summer.
m verb 1. to destroy with a bomb or bullets O
The burglars blasted their way into the safe.
O They blasted their way out of the police
trap. 2. to spoil O The accident blasted his
hopes of a sporting career.

blasted /'bla:stid/ adj used to express an-
noyance (dated)

blast furnace /'bla:st fa:mnis/ noun a
large oven where hot air is blown onto rock
containing iron until the iron melts and flows
out

blast off / bla:st 'pf/ verb (of a spacecraft)
to leave the ground O The rocket blasted off
from Cape Canaveral yesterday morning.
blast-off /'bla:st of/ noun the time when a
spacecraft takes off

blatant /'blert(a)nt/ adj obviously bad
blatantly /'bleit(o)ntli/ adv in an obvi-
ously bad way

blaze /bleiz/ noun 1. a large bright fire O
Five fire engines were called to the blaze. O a
blaze of colour a mass of very bright colours
O The garden is a blaze of colour. 2. O to
work like blazes to work very hard (dated)
3. a white mark made by cutting away the
outer layer of a tree 4. a white mark on the
forehead of an animal m verb 1. to burn
fiercely O The camp fire was blazing and ev-
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eryone sang songs. 2. O to blaze a trail to
mark a path by cutting the bark on trees; to be
the first to do something

blaze away /bleiz o'wel/ verb to shoot at
someone continuously for a period of time
blazer /'ble1za/ noun a jacket, often with a
badge to show that the person wearing it be-
longs to a particular school or club

blazing /'blerziy/ adj 1. burning strongly O
They sat around the blazing bonfire. 2. O a
blazing row a big argument O / walked into
the middle of a blazing row between the MD
and John.

bleach /bli:t[/ noun a chemical substance
which cleans things and kills harmful bacte-
ria O She poured bleach into the toilet. O
Even a small drop of bleach will remove col-
our. O Do not use bleach on this material. ®
verb to remove colour from something O
He’s bleached his hair. O Her hair was
bleached by the sun.

bleak /blitk/ adj 1. cold and unpleasant O
The path led across bleak mountains. 2.
showing no sign of hope O She gave him a
bleak stare. O With no qualifications, his job
prospects are bleak.

bleary-eyed /bliri 'aid/ adj with eyes half
closed from lack of sleep

bleat /bli:t/ noun a sound made by a sheep
or goat O We heard a faint bleat from the
corner of the field and found an injured
lamb. m verb 1. to make the sound that sheep
and goats make O The lambs were bleating in
the snow. 2. to complain in a annoying voice
O What's he bleating on about?

bled /bled/ ) bleed

bleed /bli:d/ verb to lose blood O His chin
bled after he cut himself while shaving. O
He was bleeding heavily from his wound.
(NOTE: bleeding — bled /bled/) m noun o
nosebleed

bleeding /'bli:diy/ noun loss of blood from
the body O The first thing was to try to stop
the bleeding. m adj awful (informal) O Stop
that bleeding noise!

bleep /blizp/ noun a short high electronic
sound made by a computer, radio, etc. O The
computer made a bleep and the screen went
blank. O The printer will make a bleep when
it runs out of paper. Synonym beep m verb
1. (of a machine) to make a short high elec-
tronic sound O Excuse me a moment, my
pager has just bleeped. 2. to call someone on
a mobile phone or bleeper O Doctor Jenkins
has just been bleeped. » beep

bleeper /'bli:pa/ noun a piece of equipment
which makes a bleep to warn you of some-
thing. Synonym pager

blemish /'blemif/ noun an unwanted mark
on something O There were no blemishes on
her skin. O The fine for speeding is a blemish
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on his otherwise clean driving licence. m
verb to spoil something (formal) O Being ar-
rested for theft blemished his reputation.
Synonym damage

blend /blend/ noun a mixture O different
blends of coffee m verb 1. to mix O Blend the
eggs, milk and flour together. 2. (of colours)
to go well together O The grey curtains blend
with the pale wallpaper.

blender /'blendos/ noun a piece of kitchen
equipment for mixing different foods to-
gether thoroughly. Synonym mixer

® bless /bles/ verb 1. to make holy by
prayers, etc. O The church was blessed by the
bishop. 2. to bring happiness or good things
to someone or something O Their marriage
was blessed with two fine sons. O bless you
said when someone sneezes O Bless you! 3.
o0 I’m blessed, I’ll be blessed showing sur-
prise (dated) (NOTE: [all senses] blessing —
blessed /blest/)

blessed /'blesid/ adj 1. protected by God
O the church of the Blessed Virgin Mary 2.
annoying O The blessed engine won't start!
® blessing /'blesig/ noun 1. a prayer
which blesses people or things O The priest
gave his blessing to the congregation. 2. O to
give your blessing to something to approve
something officially O The chairman gave
his blessing to the new design. 3. something
which brings happiness O She enjoyed the
blessings of good health and a happy family.
O it was a blessing in disguise it was a good
thing, even if at first it seemed bad O
Breaking his leg was a blessing in disguise —
it meant he could spend more time studying.
O it’s a mixed blessing it has both advan-
tages and disadvantages O Automation can
be a mixed blessing — machines usually tend
to be out of order when you need them most.
@ blew /blu:/ ) blow

blight /blart/ noun a disease that attacks
plants O You will need to spray your trees
against apple blight. ®m verb to spoil O
Knowing that she would have to go into hos-
pital when she got back blighted her holiday.
Synonym ruin

@ blind /bland/ adj 1. not able to see © He
went blind in his early forties. (NOTE: Some
people avoid this word as it can cause of-
fence and prefer terms such as visually im-
paired or partially sighted.) o to turn a
blind eye to something not to pay any atten-
tion to something bad, even if you know it
exists O We turn a blind eye to minor cases of
theft in the office. 2. none at all O He didn’t
pay a blind bit of notice to the regulations. O
It didn’t make a blind bit of difference. m
noun 1. a covering over a window that can be
pulled up and down O They must still be
asleep — their blinds are closed. O He pulled
down the blind to keep out the sun. 2. O the
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blind people who cannot see O The town hall
has excellent facilities for the blind. m verb
to make someone unable to see O She was
blinded by the bright lights of the oncoming
cars. m adv o flying blind flying an aircraft,
using the instruments only

blind alley /blaind '&li/ noun 1. a path
which is closed off at one end 2. a job or po-
sition with no opportunity for progress

blind date /blaind 'dert/ noun a social
meeting arranged with someone you do not
know

blindfold /'blaindfould/ noun a cloth put
over someone’s eyes to prevent them from
seeing O Her kidnappers did not let her take
off the blindfold. m verb to put a blindfold
over someone’s eyes to prevent them from
seeing O He was blindfolded and bundled
into the back of a car. m adv wearing a blind-
fold © I could find my way round London
blindfold.

blinding /'blaindry/ adj so bright or strong
as to stop you seeing properly

blindly /'blaindli/ adv without being able
to see

blind man’s buff /blaind menz 'blaf/
noun a children’s game, where one person
wears a blindfold and tries to catch the others
blindness /'blaindnas/ noun the state of
not being able to see O The disease can cause
blindness. (NOTE: Some people avoid this
term as it can cause offence and prefer vi-
sual impairment.)

blind spot /'blainspot/ noun an area at the
side of a vehicle which the driver cannot see
in the mirrors

® blink /blipk/ noun 1. the action of
quickly shutting and opening your eyes O He
heard the news without a blink. 2. 0 on the
blink not working, out of action (informal) O
The telephone’s on the blink. m verb 1. to
close your eyes very quickly O He blinked
when the light was switched on. O She
watched the bull come towards her without
blinking. 2. (of lights) to go on and off O The
alarm light is blinking.

blinkered /'blipkad/ adj 1. not interested
in unusual things or ideas 2. with blinkers on
blinkers /'blinkoz/ plural noun shades
which cover the sides of a horse’s eyes, to
prevent it looking sideways O Our horse
seems less nervous if it has blinkers. (NOTE:
The US term is blinders.)

blip /blip/ noun 1. a small flashing dot on a
computer screen O A4 blip appeared on the
radar screen. 2. a temporary bad result © We
hope that this month’s bad export figures are
only a blip.

bliss /blis/ noun great happiness. Synonym
ecstasy. Antonym despair (NOTE: no
plural)
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blissful /'blisf(o)l/ adj very pleasant or
happy

blister /'blisto/ noun a swelling on the skin
containing liquid, caused by rubbing or burn-
ing, or by a disease such as chickenpox O 7
can’t run — I've got a blister on my heel. m
verb to make a swelling on a surface O The
heat had blistered the paint. O His hands
were blistered in the fire.

blistering /'blist(a)riy/ adj 1. very hot O
Walking in the blistering desert is impossi-
ble. 2. very fast O The defence could not keep
up with blistering pace of the winger. 3. (of
criticism) very strong O His blistering attack
on his host bewildered everyone present.

blithe /blaid/ adj not worrying about
anything

blithely /'blaidli/ adv without worrying
about anything

blitz /blits/ noun 1. bombing by planes O
She was born during the London Blitz. 2. O
to have a blitz on something to make a sud-
den effort to do something (informal) © We'll
have to have a blitz on this pile of orders. B
verb to bomb something O The factories
were blitzed by the enemy bombers.

blizzard /'blizod/ noun a snowstorm with
strong wind

bloated /'bloutid/ adj 1. fatter or fuller
than usual O After the Indian meal she felt
bloated. 2. swollen with air O Bloated
corpses lay in the streets.

blob /blob/ noun a small spot of sticky stuff
or thick liquid

bloc /blok/ noun a political group of states.
Synonym alliance

@ block /blok/ noun 1. a large building O
They live in a block of flats. 2. US a section
of buildings surrounded by streets O He lives
two blocks away. 3. a large piece O Blocks of
ice were floating in the river. 4. a group of
things together O They booked a block of
seats in the middle of the plane. ® verb to
prevent something passing along something
O The pipe is blocked with dead leaves. O
The crash blocked the road for hours. O
What can I take for my blocked nose? Syn-
onym obstruct

blockade /blo'kerd/ noun preventing sup-
plies arriving O The fishermen decided that a
blockade of their harbour would help them in
their fight with the EU. m verb to prevent
supplies coming in O The fleet blockaded the
port for several months.

blockage /'blokids/ noun something
which blocks; the state of being blocked.
Synonym obstruction

blockbuster /'blokbasto/ noun a very
successful big book or film



block capitals

block capitals / blok 'keepit(e)lz/ plural

noun capital letters, e.g. letters written as A,

B, C, or D rather than a, b, c or d

block up /blok 'Ap/ verb to close a hole

with something. Synonym stop up

® bloke /blouk/ noun a man (informal)

® blond /blond/ adj fair, or with fair hair.

Synonym fair-haired

® blonde /blond/ adj fair, or with fair hair

O She has lovely long blonde hair. m noun a

woman with fair hair © He came to the party

with a gorgeous blonde.

® blood /blad/ noun the red liquid in the

body, formed of red and white cells

blood bank /'blad bank/ noun a place

where blood is stored until it is needed by

hospitals

bloodbath /'bladba:6/ noun an attack that

leads to a lot of deaths and injuries. Synonym

massacre

blood clot /'blad klot/ noun a soft mass of

thick blood in a vein or an artery

bloodcurdling /'bladks:dliy/ adj very

frightening. Synonym terrifying. Antonym

comforting

blood donor /'blad ,douna/ noun a per-

son who gives his or her blood so that it can

be used in medical operations

blood group /'blad gruip/ noun one of

the types into which all blood falls
COMMENT: Blood is classified in various
ways. The most common classifications are
by factors in the red blood corpuscles (fac-
tors A and B) and by the Rhesus factor.
Blood can therefore have either factor
(Group A and Group B), or both factors
(Group AB) or neither factor (Group O), and
each of these groups can be Rhesus nega-
tive or positive.

bloodhound /'bladhavnd/ noun a large

dog which can follow a trail by its sense of

smell

bloodless /'bladlos/ adj 1. without vio-

lence 2. pale and unhealthy-looking 3. lack-

ing in human emotion

blood poisoning /'blad ,poiz(o)nig/

noun a condition caused by bacteria in the

blood. Also called septicaemia, toxaemia

@ blood pressure /'blad ,prefs/ noun

the pressure at which someone’s heart pumps

blood

bloodshed /'bladfed/ noun a situation

which involves killing people. Synonym car-

nage (NOTE: no plural)

bloodshot /'blad |t/ adj (of the eyes) red

bloodsports /'bladspoits/ plural noun

sports which involve killing animals

bloodstain /'bladstein/ noun a red mark

of blood on a surface

bloodstained /'bladstemnd/ adj covered

with bloodstains
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blossom

bloodstream /'bladstri:m/ noun the flow
of blood round the body

bloodsucker /'bladsakas/ noun 1. an ani-
mal such as a leech which sucks blood O Af-
ter walking through the jungle she found
several bloodsuckers on her legs. 2. a person
who tries to make you spend a lot of money
O These banks are just bloodsuckers.

blood test /'blad test/ noun a laboratory
test of a small amount of blood to see what it
contains

bloodthirsty /'blad0a:sti/ adj 1. cruel 2.
full of details about people killing or injuring
each other. Synonym cruel

blood transfusion /'blad trens-
fjuiz(d)n/ noun an act of putting blood
which has been given by another person into
a patient’s body

blood type /'blad tarp/ noun the grouping
of blood into a certain type

blood vessel /'blad ,ves(o)l/ noun 1. any
tube, artery or vein, which carries blood
round the body O The wound is bleeding pro-
fusely because a blood vessel has been cut. 2.
O to burst a blood vessel to get violently an-
gry O The boss will burst a blood vessel when
he hears the news.

® bloody /'bladi/ adj 1. with much blood O
a bloody battle 2. covered with blood O After
the fight his face was all bloody. m adj, adv
used as a mild swear word to express anger
and anoyance (informal) O Stop that bloody
noise!

bloody-minded /bladi 'maindid/ adj de-
liberately unhelpful (informal). Synonym
uncooperative

bloom /blu:m/ noun 1. a flower o the ap-
ple trees are in full bloom the apple trees
are covered in flowers 2. the soft, smooth
skin of a peach, or the dust on the skin of a
grape 3. O the bloom of youth the healthy
appearance of a young person O She is not
exactly in the first bloom of youth. 4. a layer
of algae covering the surface of water m verb
1. to produce flowers 2. to be very healthy O
The country’s economy is blooming.
bloomer /'bluima/ noun a mistake
bloomers /'bluimoz/  plural
old-fashioned wide knickers
blooming /'bluimiy/ adj 1. full of bright-
ness and life O She’s positively blooming. 2.
awful (informal) O It’s a blooming shame
that his mother won'’t let him come out to
play football!

blossom /'blos(o)m/ noun the mass of
flowers on trees O The hedges are covered
with hawthorn blossom. O The trees are in
full blossom. Synonym flower m verb 1. to
flower O The roses were blossoming round
the cottage door. 2. to be very healthy or

noun



blot 76

happy O She’s blossomed since she got
married.

blot /blot/ noun a drop of ink © The boy
with blots of ink on his shirt is my kid
brother. O The painting he sent to the art
show was just a series of coloured blots. ®
verb 1. to apply blotting paper to wet ink to
dry it 2. o he blotted his copybook he ru-
ined his reputation O He blotted his copybook
when he was found kissing the chairman’s
wife. (NOTE: blotting — blotted)

blotch /blot [/ noun a large area of colour.
Synonym blot

blotchy /'blot fi/ adj (of the face) covered
with red marks (NOTE: blotchy — blotchier
— blotchiest)

blot out /,blot 'aut/ verb to hide something
completely

® blouse /blavz/ noun a woman’s shirt

@ blow /blov/ noun 1. a knock or punch O
He received a blow to the head in the fight. 2.
a shock, which comes from bad news O The
election result was a blow to the government.
m verb 1. to make air move O The wind had
been blowing hard all day. © Blow on your
soup if it’s too hot. O to blow your nose to
clear a blocked nose by blowing down it into
a handkerchief © She has a cold and keeps
having to blow her nose. 2. 0 to blow a fuse
to burn out a fuse by making too much elec-
tricity flow through it (NOTE: blowing —
blew /blu:/ — has blown /bloun/)

® blow away /blou a'wer/ verb 1. to go
away by blowing O His hat blew away. 2. to
make something go away by blowing O The
wind will blow the fog away.
blow-by-blow /blou bar 'blou/ adj de-
scribing an event in great detail

® blow down /blou 'davn/ verb 1. to
make something fall down by blowing O Six
trees were blown down in the storm. 2. to fall
down by blowing O The school fence has
blown down.

blow-dry /blou 'drai/ verb to dry some-
one’s hair with a hair drier (NOTE:
blow-dried) ®m noun the act of drying hair
with a hair drier O [ went to have a shampoo
and blow-dry.

blowlamp /'blovlemp/ noun a piece of
equipment with a strong gas flame for re-
moving old paint

@ blown /bloun/ » blow

® blow off /,blou 'nf/ verb to make some-
thing go away by blowing

® blow out /blou 'avt/ verb to make
something go out by blowing O She blew out
the candles on her birthday cake. Synonym
extinguish

blowout /'blovaut/ noun 1. a very large
meal (informal) 2. the bursting of a tyre

blue chip shares

blow over /blou 'auva/ verb 1. (of a
storm or an argument) to end O We hope the
quarrel will soon blow over. 2. to knock
something down by blowing O The gale blew
over several trees.

blowtorch /'blouto:tf/ noun same as
blowlamp

@ blow up /blou 'Ap/ verb 1. to make
something get bigger by blowing into it O He
blew up balloons for the party. O Your front
tyre needs blowing up. 2. to destroy some-
thing with explosives O The soldiers blew up
the railway bridge. 3. to make a photograph
bigger O The article was illustrated with a
blown-up picture of the little girl and her
stepfather. 4. to make something seem more
important than it really is O The story has
been blown up by the papers.

BLT abbr a bacon, lettuce and tomato
sandwich

blubber /'blaba/ noun the fat of a whale or
seal O Whales were killed and their blubber
melted down. B verb to cry noisily O Stop
blubbering, it’s only a little scratch.
bludgeon /'bladzan/ noun a heavy stick
for hitting O Bands of rioters carrying blud-
geons and axes roamed the streets. m verb 1.
to beat with a heavy stick O The young stu-
dent was bludgeoned and left for dead. O The
rioters bludgeoned him to the ground. 2. o to
bludgeon someone into doing something to
force someone to do something O He was
bludgeoned into agreeing with the proposal.
® blue /blu:/ adj 1. coloured like the colour
of the sky O He wore a pale blue shirt. O
They live in the house with the dark blue
door. O All their children have got blue eyes.
2. sad O When you 're feeling blue just sing a
song and you'll feel better. m noun 1. the col-
our of the sky O She was dressed all in blue.
O Have you a cloth of a darker blue than
this? O the boys in blue the police (informal)
2. 0 out of the blue suddenly O Out of the
blue came an offer of a job in Australia. »
bolt

bluebell /'blu:bel/ noun a wild plant with
blue flowers like a series of little bells
blueberry /'blub(a)ri/ noun a wild fruit,
which is dark blue when ripe, eaten raw with
sugar and cream, or cooked in pies and jams
(NOTE: The plural is blueberries.)
blue-blooded /blu: 'bladid/ adj from a
royal or upper-class family

bluebottle /'blu:,botl/ noun a large buzz-
ing fly with a shiny dark blue body

blue cheese /blu: 'tfiiz/ noun a cheese
with blue mould in it

blue chip shares /'blu: tfip '[eoz/, blue
chips /'blu: tfips/ plural noun low-risk
shares in good companies



blue-eyed boy

blue-eyed boy /blu: aid 'bor/ noun a
person whom someone likes more than any-
one else (informal)

blue jeans /'blu: dziinz/ plural noun pop-
ular blue trousers made of denim, a type of
strong cotton (NOTE: usually called jeans)
blue moon /blu: 'mu:n/ noun o once in a
blue moon very rarely O [ only see them
once in a blue moon.

blueprint /'blu:print/ noun 1. a photo-
graphic print of a plan which consists of blue
lines on a white background or white lines on

a blue background O Here'’s the blueprint of

the new engine. 2. a plan for doing something
O The deal will act as a blueprint for future
cooperation.

® blues /blu:z/ plural noun sad songs from
the southern US O Bessie Smith, the great
blues singer. Synonym sadness. Antonym
happiness

blue whale /blu: 'weil/ noun a very large
whale, the largest mammal that exists

bluff /blaf/ noun 1. a threat to do something
which you know you will not carry out O
Don''t believe what he says, it’s all just bluff.
O to call someone’s bluff to show that some-
one is lying O He said he would blow up the
building but the police called his bluff. 2. a
steep hill made of rock O The soldiers
climbed the bluff and found the enemy wait-
ing for them on top. m adj direct, and not very
sensitive O He'’s a bluff individual, but you
can trust what he says. ® verb to do some-
thing by tricking someone O He said he was
a naval officer, but he was just bluffing. Syn-
onym trick o to bluff your way to get some-
where by pretending to be someone O He
bluffed his way into the first-class cabin.
bluish /'blu:if/ adj of a colour that is close
to blue

blunder /'blands/ noun a careless or
embarrassing mistake O A dreadful blunder
by the goalkeeper allowed their opponents to
equalise. O What a blunder, to ask her to din-
ner at the same time as her ex-husband! Syn-
onym mistake m verb to make a careless or
embarrassing mistake O He blundered badly
when he made the deal with the Chinese
company.

blundering /'bland(s)riy/ adj clumsy
blunt /blant/ adj 1. not sharp © He tried to
cut the meat with a blunt knife. 2. almost rude
O His blunt manner made people think he
was being rude. m verb to make something
blunt O Using the knife to open tins has
blunted it.

bluntly /'blantli/ adv in a direct way that
may upset people. Synonym frankly. Ant-
onym indirectly o to put it bluntly to say
something clearly O To put it bluntly, you're
Jjust no good at your job.
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blur /bl3:/ noun an unclear image O He was
hit on the head, and everything became a
blur. © You must have moved — the photo-
graph is just a blur. m verb to become un-
clear, to make unclear O His vision became
blurred. (NOTE: blurring — blurred)

blurb /bl3:b/ noun a short piece of text on
something which is for sale, encouraging to
you buy it

blurred /bls:d/ adj not clear

blurt out /,bls:t 'avt/ verb to give away a
secret suddenly, without intending to

blush /bla[/ noun 1. a red colour of the skin
O the blush of a peach O A blush tinged her
cheeks pink. 2. O at first blush at first sight
O At first blush, the deal looks a good one.
verb to go red in the face because you are
ashamed or embarrassed O She blushed when
he spoke to her.

blusher /'blafs/ noun pink or red colouring
applied to the cheeks

bluster /'blasta/ noun 1. loud violent talk
O His threat of legal action is just bluster. 2.
a sudden strong wind m verb 1. to speak
loudly and angrily O He went blustering on
about taking us to court. 2. (of wind) to blow
hard

blustery /'blast(a)ri/ adj (of wind) blowing
strongly. Synonym windy

BO abbrbody odour

boa constrictor /'bouo kon,strikto/
noun a large snake found in South America,
which kills animals by wrapping itself round
them and squeezing them

boar /bs:/ noun a male pig © We have a
boar and two sows. (NOTE: Do not confuse
with bore.)

@ board /ba:d/ noun 1. a long flat piece of
something such as wood O The floor of the
bedroom was just bare boards. 2. a black-
board O The teacher wrote on the board. 3.
food O The price includes board and lodging.
4. a group of directors O She was asked to
join the board. O The board meets every
month. 5. O to go on board to go on to a
form of transport such as a ship, train or
plane O We went on board at 9.30 and the
ship sailed at 12.00. m verb to go on to a
form of transport such as a ship, train or
plane O Six passengers boarded at Belgrade.
O Customs officials boarded the ship in the
harbour. O The 16.50 train to Paris is now
ready for boarding at platform 5.

board and lodging /,bo:d on 'lodziy/
noun meals and a place to sleep

boarder /'bo:do/ noun a pupil who lives at
his or her school. (NOTE: Do not confuse
with border.)

board game /'bo:d germ/ noun any game
in which players move pieces on a board



boarding card

boarding card /'bo:dig 'ka:d/ noun a
card which allows you to go on board a plane
boarding house /'bo:diy haus/ noun a
house where you pay to live

boarding pass /'bo:dig pa:s/ noun same
as boarding card

boarding school /'bo:diy sku:l/ noun a
school where the children live during term
time

boardroom /'bordruim/ noun a room
where directors meet

board up /,bo:d 'ap/ verb to cover things
such as windows and doors with boards
boast /baust/ noun the act of talking about
things that you are proud of O Their proudest
boast is that they never surrendered. m verb
1. to say how good or successful you are.
Synonym brag 2. to have something good O
The house boasts a conservatory and patio. O
The town boasts an 18-hole golf course.
boastful /'boustf(o)l/ adj saying how good
or successful you are. Synonym arrogant

@ boat /baut/ noun a small vehicle that peo-
ple use for moving on water O They sailed
their boat across the lake. O They went to
Spain by boat. O When is the next boat to
Calais? 0 we’re all in the same boat we’re
all in the same situation (informal) O It’s a
shame about the redundancies, but if the firm
goes bust we’ll all be in the same boat.
boater /'bautas/ noun a flat straw hat
boating /'bautig/ noun the activity of go-
ing in small boats for pleasure

bob /bob/ noun a woman’s or girl’s hair
style, where the hair is cut fairly short so that
it is the same length all round O She had her
hair in a bob. m verb to move up and down O
Pieces of wood were bobbing about on the
water. (NOTE: bobbing — bobbed)

bobby /'bobi/ noun a male police officer
(dated informal) (NOTE: The plural is bob-
bies.)

bobsleigh /'bobslel/ noun a vehicle de-
signed for travelling on snow, and used for
racing down a special track (NOTE: The US
term is bobsled.)

bode /baud/ verb T to bode ill or well to be
a bad or good sign (formal) O It bodes ill for
their project if the local council has refused
them a grant.

bodice /'bodis/ noun the top part of a dress
bodily /'bodili/ adj referring to the body ©
The main bodily functions are those of im-
portant organs such as the heart, the lungs,
etc. Synonym physical O to cause someone
grievous bodily harm to attack someone,
causing serious injury M adv moving the
whole of someone’s body at the same time O
they carried him out bodily they lifted him
up and carried him out
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boggle

@ body /'bodi/ noun 1. the whole of a per-
son or of an animal O He had pains all over
his body. O The dead man’s body was found
in the river. O Bodies of infected cows were
burnt in the fields. (NOTE: The plural is bod-
ies.) 2. the main part of an animal or person,
but not the head and arms and legs O She was
beaten on the arms and the upper part of her
body. (NOTE: The plural is bodies.) 3. the
main part of anything O The car has an all
aluminium body. O The body of the text is
printed in black. (NOTE: The plural is bod-
ies.) 4. a group of people O She is a member
of several environmental bodies. (NOTE: The
plural is bodies.) 5. strength of flavour O
The wine has a good body. (NOTE: no plural)
6. a healthy appearance O The conditioner
will give your hair body. (NOTE: no plural)
body blow /'bodi blou/ noun 1. a serious
disappointment 2. a punch that falls between
the neck and the waist

body building /'bodi ,bildiy/ noun the
practice of developing the muscles of the
body through lifting heavy weights and eat-
ing particular foods

® bodyguard /'bodiga:d/ noun 1. a per-
son who guards someone O The attacker was
overpowered by the president’s bodyguards.
2. a group of people who guard someone O
He has a bodyguard of six people or a
six-man bodyguard.

body language /'bodi (leggwids/ noun
movements of the body which show what
someone is thinking

bodywork /'bodiws:k/ noun the metal
outer covering of a car

boffin /'bofin/ noun a scientist or inventor
(informal)

bog /bpg/ noun a marshland. Synonym
swamp

bog down /,bog 'daun/ verb (informal) o
to get bogged down to get stuck O The nego-
tiations are getting bogged down over the
question of salaries.

bogey /'bougi/ noun 1. same as bogey-
man 2. (in golf) using one more stroke than
the usual number to get the ball into a hole O
He had a bogey at the fifth hole.
bogeyman /'bougi,men/ noun an imagi-
nary creature that frightens children. Also
called bogey (NOTE: The plural is bogey-
men.)

boggle /'bpg(a)l/ verb (informal) o to bog-
gle at something to be unsure about being
able to do something O He boggled at the
idea of crossing the Atlantic in such a small
boat. o the mind simply boggles I can’t
imagine how this can be done O When I think
how much work we have left to do by next
Friday, my mind simply boggles or it makes
the mind boggle. » mind-boggling



bog standard

bog standard /bog 'stendod/ adj ordi-
nary, or lacking special features

bogus /'bougas/ adj pretending to be real.
Synonym false. Antonym genuine
bohemian /bou'hirmion/ adj referring to a
relaxed way of life, often considered typical
of artists O He led a very bohemian existence
in Paris as a young man. O She brought
along some of her bohemian friends. Syn-
onym unconventional. Antonym conform-
ist ® noun a person who lives a very relaxed
way of life, often thought typical of artists O
He’s a bohemian at heart, but he has to do a
proper office job to feed his family.

® boil /bo1l/ verb 1. (of water or other lig-
uid) to form bubbles and change into steam
or gas because of being heated O Put the egg
in when you see that the water’s boiling. O
Don''t let the milk boil. © bring the water to
the boil to heat the water until it boils 2. to
heat a liquid until it changes into steam O
Can you boil some water so we can make
tea? 3. to cook food such as vegetables or
eggs in boiling water O Boil the potatoes in a
large pan. ® noun 1. an infected swelling O
He has a boil on the back of his neck. 2.
when water is boiling ¢ on the boil 1. con-
tinuing to boil O The kettle’s on the boil. 2.
being considered actively O The papers kept
the story on the boil for several weeks before
losing interest.

boil down /,boil 'davn/ verb 1. to be re-
duced through boiling O Let the sauce boil
down until it is quite thick. 2. to be reduced to
O It all boils down to whether he will accept
the deal now or not.

® boiler /'boilo/ noun a piece of equipment
for heating water for a building’s central
heating system

boiler suit /'boilo su:it/ noun a one-piece
item of clothing, often worn over other
clothes. Also called overalls

® boiling /'boiliy/ adj 1. which has started
to boil (i.e. for water, at 100°C) O Put the po-
tatoes in a pan of boiling water. 2. very hot O
1t is boiling in this room. ®m adv same as boil-
ing hot

® boiling hot / boiliy 'hot/ adv very hot O
It was a boiling hot day.

boiling point /'boiliy pomt/ noun 1. the
temperature at which a liquid boils, i.e. when
it turns into steam or gas O 100°C is the boil-
ing point of water. 2. a point at which a situa-
tion becomes very serious O The UN must do
something quickly because the situation has
reached boiling point.

® boil over /,bo1l 'auva/ verb (of liquid) to
rise up when boiling and run over the side of
the pan

boisterous /'borst(o)ros/ adj energetic
and noisy
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bomb

bold /bauld/ adj 1. strong in colour or de-
sign O She likes bold colours. O The wallpa-
per is a bold design of dark green leaves. 2.
brave O She was bold enough to say ‘no’ to
the Prime Minister. O May I be so bold as to
ask if you are free for dinner this evening? m
noun a printing type with thick black letters
O The main words in this dictionary are set
in bold.
boldly /'bauldli/ adv in a brave way
boldness /'bouldnas/ noun daring or
bravery
bollard /'bola:d/ noun 1. a low post for a
ship’s rope to be tied to, or one in the road to
indicate where traffic should go © The police
have put bollards across the road. 2. a low
post in the road showing where traffic should
0
Bollywood /'boliwud/ noun the Indian
film industry (informal)
bolster /'bavlsta/ noun a long round pillow
O You often find bolsters in French hotels. m
verb to make something better or stronger O
The money from the village féte has bolstered
the church funds. O Learning that he will be
out of hospital next week has bolstered his
Spirits. Synonym  boost.  Antonym
undermine
bolt /boult/ noun 1. a long piece of metal
with a screw, fastened with a nut O The legs
of the table are secured to the top with bolts.
2. a long piece of metal which is pushed into
a hole to bar a door O She peered through the
window and after a long pause pulled back
the bolts. 3. a flash of lightning O He had
taken shelter under a tree that was hit by a
bolt of lightning. O it came as a bolt from
the blue it was a complete surprise 4. O to
make a bolt for to rush towards something O
At the end of the show everyone made a bolt

for the door. O to make a bolt for it to run

away O When the guards weren’t looking two
prisoners tried to make a bolt for it. m verb 1.
to run fast; to escape O the horse bolted 2. to
fasten something with a bolt O He bolted the
door when he went to bed. O The tables are
bolted to the floor. 3. to eat quickly O Don’t
bolt your food.

bolt upright /boult 'aprait/ adv sitting
with your back very straight

® bomb /bom/ noun 1. an explosive
weapon, dropped from an aircraft or placed
by hand O The bomb was left in a suitcase in
the middle of the station. O They phoned to
say that a bomb had been planted in the main
street. O Enemy aircraft dropped bombs on
the army base. 2. O it went like a bomb it
was very successful (informal) o it costs a
bomb it costs a lot of money m verb 1. to
drop bombs on something O Enemy aircraft
bombed the power station. 2. to go very fast
O We bombed down the motorway to Bristol.



bombard

bombard /bom'ba:d/ verb 1. to attack
again and again with heavy guns or bombs O
The town was bombarded for ten days before
surrendering. 2. to send again and again O
He was bombarded with offers of jobs. O She
was bombarded with letters from the
solicitors.

bombardment /bom'ba:dment/ noun an
attack by heavy guns or bombs

bomber /'boma/ noun 1. a person who puts
bombs in places in order to blow them up O
The bombers managed to escape after plant-
ing the bomb. 2. an aircraft for dropping
bombs O The bombers were out during the
night, attacking enemy targets.

bomb scare /'bom skeo/ noun a frighten-
ing announcement that there might be a hid-
den bomb somewhere

bombshell /'bom|el/ noun a very unpleas-
ant surprise (informal). Synonym shock
bona fide /,bouns 'fardi/ adj real or true;
not deceiving. Synonym genuine. Antonym
bogus

bona fides /,bouns 'fardi:z/ plural noun
proof that someone is who they say they are
bonanza /ba'n®nza/ noun a situation
where you can make a lot of money

® bond /bond/ noun 1. a document show-
ing an investment in which someone lends
money to the government O Government
bonds are a very safe form of investment. 2. a
link between two people O There is a close
bond between her and her sister. 3. a contract
O His word is his bond. m verb 1. o to bond
with someone (of two people) to make a
psychological link O Some mothers find it
difficult to bond with their babies. 2. to stick
together tightly © Cover the two surfaces
with glue and hold them tightly until they
bond.

bondage /'bondidz/ noun the state of be-
ing a slave. Synonym slavery

bonded warehouse / bondid 'weshaus/
noun a place where goods are stored until
duty is paid

@ bone /baun/ noun one of the solid pieces
in the body, which make up the skeleton O
The bone in the thigh is called the femur. O
Be careful when you're eating fish — they
have lots of little bones. O The two dogs were
fighting over a bone. 0 I’ve got a bone to
pick with you I want to complain about
something you have done B verb to remove
bones from meat O a boned leg of lamb
(NOTE: When taking the bones out of fish, it
is more usual to say fillet.)

bone dry /,baun 'drai/ noun extremely dry
bone idle /boun ‘aid(e)l/ noun com-
pletely lazy

bone marrow /'boun ,marav/ noun the
soft substance inside a bone
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bonfire /'bonfara/ noun an outdoor fire
Bonfire Night /'bonfaro nart/ noun 5th
November, when the attempt by Guy Fawkes
to blow up the Houses of Parliament in 1605
is remembered in Britain with fireworks
bonkers /'bogkoz/ adj (informal) appear-
ing to be crazy or strange. Synonym irratio-
nal. Antonym rational o to go bonkers to
go crazy O They sold their big house and
bought a little caravan — has the family gone
bonkers?

® bonnet /'bonit/ noun 1. a metal cover
for the front part of a car, covering the engine
O He lifted up the bonnet and looked at the
steam pouring out of the engine. (NOTE: The
US term is hood.) 2. a close-fitting warm hat
for a baby O Tie her bonnet under her chin.
3. a close-fitting hat for a woman O Old
women in black bonnets and shawls sat knit-
ting outside their houses.

bonny /'boni/ adj good-looking and healthy
(mainly ~ Scottish) (NOTE: bonnier -
bonniest)

bonsai /'bonsa1r/ noun 1. the art of growing
trees in small pots so that they do not grow
very large 2. a tree grown in this way O We
have a little bonsai oak that is forty years
old.

@ bonus /'bounas/ noun 1. extra money O
Salesmen earn a bonus if they sell more than
their quota. 2. an advantage O It was an
added bonus that the plane arrived early, as
we were able to catch an earlier bus home.
(NOTE: The plural is bonuses.)

bony /'bouni/ adj 1. thin, with bones which
you can see easily O She was riding a bony
horse. O He grabbed her arm with his bony
hand. 2. with many bones O [ don't like kip-
pers, they’re usually too bony. (NOTE: bon-
ier — boniest)

boo interj showing that you do not like
someone such as an actor, singer or politician
O Everyone shouted ‘boo’ when he an-
nounced that taxes would have to go up. B
noun an instance of making the sound ‘boo’
O The wicked pirate’s appearance was
greeted with boos and hisses. m verb /bu:/ to
make a ‘boo’ sound to show that you do not
like someone such as an actor, singer or poli-
tician O The crowd booed the referee. Syn-
onym jeer. Antonym applaud o she was
booed off the stage the audience shouted
‘boo’ so loudly that she had to leave the stage
boob /bu:b/ noun 1. a silly mistake O What
a boob! O He’s made yet another boob!
(NOTE: The US term is boo-boo.) 2. a
woman'’s breast (informal) O She doesn 't like
having big boobs. B verb to make a silly mis-
take (informal) O We boobed badly when we
said we didn’t want to do business with them.
booby prize /'bu:bi praiz/ noun a silly
prize given to the last person in a competition
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boobytrap /'bu:bitreep/ noun a hidden
bomb

boobytrapped /'bu:bitrept/ adj full of
boobytraps

boogie /'bu:igi/ verb to dance to disco
music

® book /buk/ noun 1. sheets of printed pa-
per attached together, usually with a stiff
cover O I'm reading a book on the history of
London. O He wrote a book about butterflies.
2. sheets of paper attached together 0 a book
of stamps several stamps attached inside a
small paper cover O a book of matches a set
of cardboard matches attached together in a
paper cover O He collects books of matches.
O book of tickets several tickets fastened to-
gether and sold as a unit O /7 is cheaper if you
buy a book of ten tickets. 3. o I’m in his bad
books he is annoyed with me (informal) O
Try not to get into the teacher's bad books. m
verb 1. to reserve a place, a seat, a table in a
restaurant or a room in a hotel, or a holiday O
We have booked a table for tomorrow eve-
ning at the Thai restaurant. O I want to book
two seats for Friday evening. O I'm afraid
the dentist is fully booked until the end of
next week. O I'm sorry, the concert is sold
out — all the seats have been booked. O to
book someone on or onto a flight to order a
plane ticket for someone else O I've booked
you on the 10 o’clock flight to New York. 2.
to charge someone with an offence O The po-
lice officer booked him for speeding.

® bookcase /'bukkers/ noun a cupboard
with shelves for keeping books

book club /'buk klab/ noun 1. a company
which sells books by post, often at reduced
prices 2. a group of people who meet to dis-
cuss books and related subjects

booked up /,bukt 'Ap/ adj with all rooms
or seats reserved

bookie /'buki/ noun same as bookmaker
(informal)

@ booking /'bukiy/ noun an arrangement
to reserve something such as a seat, hotel
room or table O to make a booking to re-
serve something such as a seat, hotel room or
table O We tried to make a booking for the
week beginning May Ist, but the hotel was
Sull.

@ booking office /'bukiy ,of1s/ noun an
office in a place such as a cinema or a thea-
tre, where you can buy tickets

book into /buk 'intu:/ verb to reserve a
room in a hotel O to book someone into a
hotel to reserve a hotel room for someone
else

bookkeeper /'bukkiipa/ noun a person
who keeps the accounts of a company
bookkeeping /'bukki:pig/ noun the activ-
ity or job of keeping a company’s accounts
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@ booklet /'buklat/ noun a book of infor-
mation with only a few pages. Synonym
brochure

bookmaker /'bukmerka/ noun a person
who takes money from people who want to
bet on the result of races (NOTE: also often
called a bookie; the official term is turf
accountant.)

bookmark /'bukma:k/ noun 1. something
that you put in a book to show the place
where you stopped reading 2. the address of a
website or web page, stored for easy access B
verb to list the address of a website or web
page

bookseller /'buksels/ noun a person who
sells books, or who runs a bookshop

® bookshelf /'buk[elf/ noun a shelf for
keeping books (NOTE: The plural is book-
shelves.)

@ bookshop /'buk fpp/ noun a shop where
you can buy books (NOTE: The US term is
bookstore.)

book token /'buk touken/ noun a card
with an amount of money written on it,
which can only be used to buy books of that
value

bookworm /'bukwsim/ noun 1. someone
who enjoys reading books, and reads a lot 2.
an insect the larvae of which eat books

® boom /buim/ noun 1. an increase in
wealth O The economy is improving and
everyone is forecasting a boom for next year.
2. a loud deep noise, like a bang O There was
such a loud boom that everyone jumped. 3. a
long stick for holding a microphone over the
heads of speakers m verb 1. to become richer;
to increase O Sales to Europe are booming.
2. to make a loud deep noise O His voice
boomed across the square.

boomerang /'buimaran/ noun a curved
piece of wood, invented in Australia, which
twists as it flies and returns to you when you
throw it in a special way m verb (of a plan) to
go wrong or turn out exactly the opposite to
what was expected O The plan boomeranged,
and he ended up being sued for damages.
Synonym rebound

boon /buin/ noun a very useful thing O
The car has been a real boon to her
since the bus company stopped the service
to their village. Synonym advantage. Ant-
onym disadvantage

boor /bua/ noun a rude and badly-behaved
man (dated). Synonym lout

boorish /'buoarif/ adj rude and badly
behaved

boost /bu:st/ noun help or increase O It
gave a boost to our sales. ®m verb to help to
increase something or make something better
O The TV commercial should boost our sales.



booster

booster /'bu:sto/ noun 1. a thing which
gives extra help or support O Winning the
competition was a much needed morale

booster for her. 2. same as booster
injection
booster injection /'buistor In-

,dzek[(a)n/ noun an extra injection of vac-
cine given some time after the first one so as
to make sure it is still effective

booster rocket /'bu:sto ,rokit/ noun a
powerful engine which gives extra power to a
spacecraft

@ boot /bu:t/ noun 1. a strong shoe which
covers your foot and your ankle O The po-
licemen were wearing long black boots. O
Put on your boots if you're going to dig the
garden. O Bring walking boots with you as
we will be climbing in the hills. O ski boots
boots to wear when skiing. » wellingtons o
the boot is on the other foot the situation is
just the opposite O He used to terrorise the
younger staff, but now he’s been demoted,
the boot’s on the other foot. 2. O to give
someone the boot to make someone leave
their job O If he carries on like that he’ll be
given the boot. 3. the space at the back of a
car where you can put luggage O Put the
cases in the boot. O This packing case won't
fit into the boot. (NOTE: The US term is
trunk.) m verb 1. O to boot someone out to
make someone leave (informal) O He was
booted out of the police force for taking
bribes. 2. same as boot up

® booth /bu:d/ noun 1. a small room or en-
closed space for one person to stand or sit in
O ticket booth a place outdoors where a per-
son sells tickets 2. US a section of a business
fair where a company shows its products or
services O The American publisher wants us
to meet him at his booth. (NOTE: The British
term is stand.) 3. US an enclosed area in a
restaurant with a table in it O We sat in a
booth by the bar and listened to the jazz.
bootleg /'bu:tleg/ adj sold illegally. Syn-
onym illegal

bootlegger /'bu:tlego/ noun a person who
makes or sells goods illegally

boot up /bu:t 'ap/ verb to make a com-
puter start working

booty /'bu:ti/ noun treasure taken by sol-
diers, sailors, etc., during fighting (NOTE: no
plural)

booze /bu:z/ (informal) noun an alcoholic
drink O He's too fond of (the) booze to work
well. (NOTE: no plural) m verb to drink alco-
hol © He was out all night boozing with his
friends.

bop /bop/ verb 1. to hit with your hand or
with something held in your hand 2. to dance
to popular music O Some of the partygoers
were still bopping at three o’clock in the
morning. (NOTE: bopping — bopped)
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Bordeaux /bo:'dou/ noun wine from the
Bordeaux region in the west of France O
Some Bordeaux would be excellent with the
venison. O I've ordered a bottle of Bordeaux.
(NOTE: There are both red and white Bor-
deaux wines. Red Bordeaux wine is also
called claret.)

@ border /'bo:do/ noun 1. an imaginary
line between countries or regions O They
managed to cross the border into Switzer-
land. O The enemy shelled several border
towns. O He was questioned by the border
guards. 2. a pattern around the edge of some-
thing O I don’t like the pink border on the
scarf. ® verb to be along the edge of some-
thing O The path is bordered with rose
bushes.

borderline noun /'boidolamn/ a line be-
tween two things. Synonym frontier m adj
just below or just above a limit O a border-
line case

borderline candidate /bo:dolamn
kendi'dert/ noun a person who may have
only just passed an exam

borderline case /'bo:dslain kers/ noun a
person or thing that is on the dividing line be-
tween two things

border on /'bo:dar pn/ verb to be almost
bore /bo:/ noun 1. a person or thing that
makes you bored O He went on talking
non-stop and in the end it became a bit of a
bore. o0 what a bore! what a nuisance 2. a
dull person who is not very interesting O /
don’t want to sit next to him, he’s such a
bore. 3. a measurement of the inside of a pipe
or gun O a small-bore shotgun (NOTE: Do not
confuse with boar.) m verb 1. to make a
round hole in something O Bore three holes
two centimetres apart. 2. to make someone
bored by what you are saying or doing O /
won’t bore you with the details of my opera-
tion. 3. » bear

@ bored /bo:d/ adjnot interested in what is
happening O You get very bored having to do
the same work every day. O I'm bored — let’s
go out to the club. Synonym uninterested.
Antonym fascinated o bored with fed up
with something or someone O I'm bored with
this programme, can’t we change to another
channel?

® boredom /'bo:dom/ noun the state of
being bored. Synonym tedium

borehole /'bo:hauvl/ noun a hole dug in the
ground to see if there are any minerals or oil.
Synonym well

@ boring /'boirmy/ adj dull, not interesting
O I don’t want to watch that boring TV
programme. Antonym exciting

@ born /bo:mn/ verb o te be born to begin to
live O He's American-born but was brought
up in the UK. O He was born in Scotland. O
She was born in 1956. O The baby was born



born-again Christian

last week. O she’s a born comedian she has
always been very good at telling jokes o T
wasn’t born yesterday I’m not as stupid as
you think (informal) » birth

born-again Christian /bomn o,gen
'krist[an/ noun a person who has been con-
verted to Christianity, after not having been
very religious before

® borne /boin/ ) bear

@ borough /'bara/ noun a large town or
district that is run by an elected council

@ borrow /'borou/ verb 1. to take some-
thing for a short time, usually with the per-
mission of the owner O She borrowed three
books from the school library. O He wants to
borrow one of my CDs. O Can I borrow your
car to go to the shops? 2. to take money for a
time, usually paying interest O He borrowed
£10 from me and never paid it back. © Com-
panies borrow from banks to finance their
business. O She borrowed £100,000 from the
bank to buy a flat. Compare lend
borrower /'borava/ noun a person who
borrows something, especially money
borrowings /'borovigz/ plural noun
money which is borrowed O The company
has borrowings of over £200,000.

bosom /'buz(d)m/ noun 1. a woman’s
breasts 2. 0 in the bosom of among O He re-
tired to live in the bosom of his family.
bosom companion /buz(o)m kom-
'penjon/, bosom friend /'buz(s)m frend/
noun a great friend

@ boss /bos/ noun the person in charge or
the owner of a business O If you want a day
off, ask the boss. O I left because I didn’t get
on with my boss. Antonym subordinate
(NOTE: The plural is bosses.) m verb o to
boss someone about, around to tell some-
one what to do all the time O She’s always
bossing her little brother about. O Stop boss-
ing me around!

bossy /'bosi/ adj always telling people
what to do. Synonym domineering. Ant-
onym meek (NOTE: bossier — bossiest)
bosun /'baus(a)n/ noun (at sea) a person
in charge of boats and sails (NOTE: more cor-
rectly spelled boatswain)

botanical /bo'tenik(o)l/ adj referring to
plants

botanical gardens  /bo tenik(a)l
'gaxdnz/ plural noun gardens which are set
up for the scientific study and display of
plants

botanical name /bo'tanik(o)l nerm/
noun the scientific Latin name of a plant
botanist /'bot(a)nist/ noun a scientist who
studies plants

botany /'bot(o)ni/ noun the science and
study of plants
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bottom

botch /bot [/ verb to do or make something
badly (informal)

@ both /boud/ adj, pron 1. two people or
things together O Hold on to the handle with
both hands. O Both my shoes have holes in
them. O Both her brothers are very tall. O
She has two brothers, both of them in Can-
ada. O She and her brother both go to the
same school. O I'm talking to both of you. 2.
for emphasis O She is both clever and
modest.

@ bother /'bpds/ noun trouble or worry O
We found the shop without any bother. O It
was such a bother getting packed that we
nearly didn’t go on holiday. m verb 1. to an-
noy or to cause trouble O Stop bothering me,
I’m trying to read. O to be hot and bothered
to be annoyed and nervous about something
2. O to bother to do something to take the
time or trouble to do something O Don'’t
bother to come with me to the station — I can
find my way easily. m interj used to show that
you are annoyed O Bother! I've left my um-
brella on the train.

Botox /'boutpks/ trademark botulinum
toxin type A, a substance that is injected un-
der the skin to remove wrinkles from the face
@ bottle /'bot(9)l/ noun 1. a tall plastic or
glass container for liquids O He opened two
bottles of red wine. O She drank the water
straight out of the bottle. O He bought his
wife a bottle of perfume on the plane. 2. O
hot water bottle a rubber bottle filled with
hot water, for warming the bed 3. courage
(informal) O He hasn't got the bottle to do it.
m verb 1. to put in bottles O The wine is bot-
tled in Germany. O Only bottled water is safe
to drink. O She perfected a process for speed-
ing up the bottling system. 2. 0O to bottle out
to decide not to do something because you
are afraid (informal) O He was ready to jump
but bottled out at the last minute.

® bottle bank /'bot(o)l begk/ noun a
place where you can throw away empty bot-
tles for recycling

bottleneck /'bot(a)lnek/ noun 1. a narrow
part of a road where traffic often gets stuck O
The roadworks have created a bottleneck and
caused jams all through the town. 2. a place
where things such as production or supplies
are held up O There’s a bottleneck in the in-
voicing department and this holds up our
deliveries.

bottle opener /'bot(a)l ,oup(a)na/ noun a
tool for taking the tops off bottles

@ bottom /'botom/ noun 1. the lowest
point O The ship sank to the bottom of the
sea. O Turn left at the bottom of the hill. O Is
there any honey left in the bottom of the jar?
O he’s bottom of his class he gets the worst
marks O to get to the bottom of a problem
to find the real cause of a problem O prices



bottom gear

have touched rock bottom prices are at their
lowest point ever 2. the far end O Go down to
the bottom of the street and you will see the
post office on your left. O The greenhouse is
at the bottom of the garden. 3. the part of the
body on which you sit O Does my bottom
look big in these trousers? » behind 4. the
lower part of two-piece clothing O He was
wearing just his track suit bottom. O I can’t
find my bikini bottom. 5. 0 from the bottom
of my heart deeply and sincerely O / want to
thank you all from the bottom of my heart. m
adj lowest O The jam is on the bottom shelf.
O He was standing on the bottom rung of the
ladder.

bottom gear /,botom 'gra/ noun the low-
est gear of a vehicle, used when going
slowly, or when climbing hills

bottomless /'botomlas/ adj without any
limit.  Synonym unlimited. Antonym
restricted

bottom line /,botom 'lain/ noun 1. the last
line on a profit-and-loss account indicating
the total profit or loss O The boss is inter-
ested only in the bottom line. 2. a fact which
must be accepted O The bottom line is that
we will have to sell our flat.

botulism /'botjfuliz(e)m/ noun a type of
food poisoning caused by bacteria in
badly-preserved food

boudoir /'buidwa:/ noun a small private
room for a lady

bouffant /'bu:foy/ adj (of hair) brushed up
and away from the head

bough /bau/ noun a branch of a tree (NOTE:
Do not confuse with bow.)

@ bought /bo:t/ ) buy

bought ledger /'bo:t led3a/ noun an ac-
count book in which purchases are recorded.
Also called purchase ledger

boulder /'boulda/ noun a large rock
boulevard /'bu:lova:d/ noun a wide road
in a town, usually with trees along it

® bounce /bauns/ noun 1. a movement up
and down O He hit the ball on the second
bounce. 2. energy O She’s always full of
bounce. m verb 1. to spring up and down or
off a surface O The ball bounced down the
stairs. O He kicked the ball but it bounced off
the post. O In this game you bounce the ball
against the wall. 2. O the cheque bounced
there was not enough money in an account to
pay the sum on the cheque (informal)
bouncer /'baunsa/ noun 1. (in cricket) a
fast ball which bounces very high O He was
hit on the head by a bouncer. 2. a person
whose job is to stop unwanted people getting
in to a public place, or to make them leave O
The bouncers wouldn’t let her in because
she’d caused trouble before.
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bout

bouncing /'baunsiy/ adj 1. which bounces
2. (of a baby) healthy

bouncy /'baunsi/ adj 1. which bounces O a
big bouncy red ball 2. full of energy O It's
quite tiring working with her because she’s
so bouncy. (NOTE: bouncy — bouncier —
bounciest.)

@ bound /bavnd/ noun a big jump O in
leaps and bounds very fast O The project is
going forward in leaps and bounds. m adj 1.
0 bound for on the way to O a ship bound

for the Gulf 2. tied up O The boy was left

bound to a tree. O The burglars lefi him
bound hand and foot. O a bundle of old let-
ters bound in pink ribbon 3. obliged O He felt
bound to help her. O He is bound by the con-
tract he signed last year. 4. very likely O
They are bound to be late. 5. unable to move
| verb to leap, or move fast O She bounded
into the room. O He bounded out of his chair.
O The dog bounded into the bushes.

bound /baund/ ¢ bind

@ boundary /'baund(a)ri/ noun an imagi-
nary line between two things O The white

fence marks the boundary between our farm

and his. O the boundaries of knowledge, of
science the furthest point in human knowl-
edge O Scientists are trying to push back the
boundaries of human knowledge. O to hit a
boundary (in cricket) to hit the ball beyond
the edge of the playing field and score four or
six runs. Synonym border

boundless /'baundlas/ adj which seems to
have no limit

bounds /baundz/ plural noun limits o out
of bounds where people are not allowed to
go O The bar is out of bounds to soldiers on

duty.

bountiful /'bauntif(e)l/ adj (of an
amount) very large (formal)

bounty /'baunti/ noun money given as a
reward (NOTE: The plural is bounties.)
bouquet /bu:'ker/ noun 1. a beautifully ar-
ranged bunch of flowers O He bought a bou-
quet of white roses. O A little girl presented
the princess with a bouquet. 2. the particular
smell of a wine O a wine with a delicate
bouquet

bourbon /'ba:bon/ noun US a type of
American whisky, or a glass of this drink
bourgeois /'buozwa:/ adj referring to the
less pleasant aspects of middle-class people
O They want to go on living their bourgeois
existence. O He accuses his parents of being
terribly bourgeois and swears he won't be
like them. m noun a middle-class person O
The bourgeois refused to see their living
standards fall. (NOTE: The plural is bour-
geois.)

bout /baut/ noun 1. a sporting fight or con-
test O Lewis won that bout. 2. an attack of ill-
ness O She had a bout of flu.
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boutique /bu:'tizk/ noun 1. a small shop,
especially for up-to-date fashionable clothes
O a jeans boutique O a ski boutique 2. a sec-
tion of a department store selling up-to-date
clothes O You may find what you're looking
for in our dress boutique on the next floor.
bovine /'bouvain/ adj 1. referring to cows
2. slow and stupid O to have a bovine look
to look stupid

bovine spongiform encephalopathy
/'bauvain ‘'spandziform enkefa'lopabi/
noun a brain disease that kills cows. Abbr
BSE

bow’ /bav/ noun 1. bending your body for-
ward as a sign of respect O He made a deep
bow to the audience. O to take a bow to
stand on a stage and bend forwards to thank
the audience O The actors took their bows
one after the other. 2. the front part of a ship
O The captain posted a lookout in the bow or
bows. 3. a rower who sits nearest to the bow
of a boat O He rowed bow for Cambridge.
Compare stroke (NOTE: Do not confuse with
bough.) m verb to bend forward as a greet-
ing O He bowed to the queen. O The congre-
gation bowed to the altar.

® bow? /bau/ noun 1. a weapon used for
shooting arrows O The archers drew their
bows and shot arrows into the air. 2. a long
piece of wood, used for playing a stringed in-
strument O He slowly drew the bow across
the strings of his violin. 3. a ribbon knotted in
a shape like a butterfly O The parcel was tied
up with red bows.

bowel movement /'bavol ;mu:vmont/
noun the action of getting rid of solid waste
from the body

bower /'bavs/ noun a shelter made by
plants and trees

@ bowl /baul/ noun 1. a wide container for
something such as food or water O Put the
egg whites in a bowl and whisk them. 2. the
food or liquid contained in a bowl O He was
eating a bowl of rice. O Give the dog a bowl
of water. O A bowl of hot thick soup is just
what you need in this cold weather. 3. a large
heavy ball used for rolling along the ground
in certain games O She picked up the bowl
and stepped up to take her turn. m verb 1.
(especially in cricket) to throw a ball to a
batsman O to bowl someone (out) to throw
the ball to someone and hit his or her wicket
2. (in a game of bowls) to roll a bowl along
the ground to try to get close to the target
bow-legged /bou 'legid/ adj with legs
which bend out at the knee

bowler /'bauls/ noun 1. a person who plays
bowls 2. (especially in cricket) a person who
throws the ball to the batsman O a fast
bowler 3. same as bowler hat

bowler hat /'boulo haet/ noun a hat with a
rounded top

box number

bowling /'bauliy/ noun the game of bowls,
or the indoor game of knocking down skittles
with a large ball

bowling alley /'boulip ,ali/ noun a large
room for bowling. » ten-pin bowling
bowling green /'bouliy grimn/ noun a
level area of closely-cut grass on which
games of bowls are played

bowl over /,baul ‘auva/ verb 1. to knock
someone down 2. to surprise someone O He
was completely bowled over by the news.

® bowls /baulz/ noun a game where teams
of players roll large balls towards a small ball
(a jack), trying to get as close to it as possi-
ble (NOTE: takes a singular verb)

bow tie /bou 'tar/ noun a tie which is tied
in the shape of a butterfly

bow window /bou 'windou/ noun a
curved window which sticks out from a wall
® box /boks/ noun 1. a container with a lid,
made of wood, plastic, cardboard or metal O
The baker put the cakes into a box. 2. a con-
tainer and its contents O He took a box of
matches from his pocket. O He gave her a
box of chocolates for her birthday. 3. a line
round a section of text or an illustration in a
book 4. a small separate section in a theatre O
They took a box for the performance of the
‘Magic Flute’. 5. a tree with very small
leaves, used to make hedges O The beds of

flowers are edged with box. (NOTE: no plural

in this meaning) ® verb 1. to fight with your
fists O He learnt to box at a gym in the East
End. 2. O to box someone’s ears to strike
someone on the ears

boxed /bokst/ adj 1. packed in a box, sold
in a box O a boxed set of knives, forks and
spoons for four people 2. 0 boxed in tightly
enclosed, not able to move O We feel boxed
in, with all the office blocks round our little
shop.

boxer /'boksa/ noun 1. a person who fights
with his fists O The two boxers came together
in the ring. 2. a type of large dog with short
hair

boxer shorts /'boksa [o:ts/ plural noun
men’s underwear shaped like shorts

boxing /'boksiy/ noun a sport in which two
opponents fight each other in a ring with spe-
cial gloves on O boxing gloves thick gloves,
tied at the wrist, worn for boxing

@ Boxing Day /'boksig der/ noun 26th
December, the day after Christmas Day
boxing ring /'boksiy rig/ noun a square
raised area, surrounded by a rope fence, in
which boxing matches take place

box number /'boks ,namba/ noun a refer-
ence number used when asking for mail to be
sent to a post office or to a newspaper’s
offices



box office

box office /'boks ,ofis/ noun an office
where you buy tickets in a theatre

@ boy /bo1/ noun 1. a male child © 4 boy
from our school won the tennis match. O 1
knew him when he was a boy. 2. a son O Her
three boys are all at university.

boy band /'bor bend/ noun an all-male
pop group aimed at a teenage audience
boycott /'borkot/ noun the act of refusing
to deal with someone O The boycott of the
company lasted three months. B verb to re-
fuse to deal with someone O We are boycott-
ing all food imports from that country.

@ boyfriend /'boifrend/ noun a man or
boy that someone is having a romantic rela-
tionship with O She’s got a new boyfiiend. O
She brought her boyfriend to the party. Ant-
onym girlfriend

boyhood /'bothud/ noun the time of life
when someone is, or was, a boy. Synonym
childhood

boyish /'bortf/ adj looking or acting like a
boy. Synonym youthful

Boy Scout /bor 'skauvt/ noun 1. in the US,
a member of the Boy Scouts of America, an
organisation aiming to develop good charac-
ter and physical fitness, often through com-
munity and outdoor activities 2. a man who is
considered to be naive

bra /bra:/ noun a brassiere; women’s under-
wear covering and supporting the breasts
brace /breis/ noun 1. a support which helps
your teeth to grow straight O She wears a
brace on her teeth. 2. a support for part of the
body which has been injured, for example 3.

O a brace of two, a pair of O a brace of

grouse O We bought a brace of pheasants. ®
verb O to brace yourself for to prepare your-
self for something unpleasant O When the
phone rang, she braced herself for the shock
of hearing his voice again. O The pilot told
us to brace ourselves for a crash landing.
bracelet /'breislot/ noun a piece of jewel-
lery worn round your wrist or arm

braces /'breisiz/ plural noun 1. straps over
your shoulders to hold up your trousers O He
wore bright red braces with his jeans. (NOTE:
The US term is suspenders.) 2. a brace for
the teeth

bracing /'breisiy/ adj cool and making you
feel healthy. Synonym invigorating
bracken /'braekon/ noun a plant with large
wide leaves that grows in forests (NOTE: no
plural)

® bracket /'brakit/ noun 1. a piece of
metal or wood which is attached to a wall to
support a shelf O The shelf'is held up by two
solid brackets. 2. a printing sign usually used
in pairs, [ ], (), <>, or {}, used to show that
a piece of text is separated from the rest O
The words in brackets can be deleted. O The
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four words underlined should be put in
brackets. 3. a group of things or people con-
sidered together for administrative purposes
O people in the middle-income bracket
people with average incomes, not high or low
0O someone in the top tax bracket someone
pays the highest level of tax ® verb 1. to put
brackets round something O Bracket the
whole sentence. 2. to link together or treat
several items together in the same way O His
name has been bracketed with that of one of
the local gang leaders. O In the sales report,
all  European countries are bracketed
together.

bract /breekt/ noun a part of a plant which
is shaped like a leaf but is often coloured like
a flower

brag /braeg/ verb to boast about something
(NOTE: bragging — bragged)

Brahmin /'bra:min/ noun the highest rank
according to the Hindu caste system

braid /breid/ noun 1. a decoration made of
twisted fibres O Admirals have gold braid on
their caps. 2. plaited hair O This is a picture
of her when she was ten and still had her hair
in braids. m verb to plait, e.g. hair or ribbon
O She braided her hair before going
swimming.

® Braille /bre1l/ noun a system of writing
using raised dots on paper to represent let-
ters, which allows a blind person to read by
passing his or her fingers over the page

@ brain /bren/ noun 1. the nerve centre in
the head, which controls all the body O The
brain is the most important part of the body.
2. intelligence O use your brain think hard o
she’s got brains, she’s got a good brain
she’s intelligent

brainchild /'breint faild/ noun an original
plan that someone has thought of (informal).
Synonym idea

brainless /'bremlos/ adj completely stupid
(disapproving). Synonym foolish. Antonym
sensible

brain scan /'brein sken/ noun examining
the inside of the brain by passing X-rays
through the head

brainstorm /'bremsto:m/ noun a sudden
mad idea. Synonym aberration
brainstorming /'brein,stormiy/ noun an
intensive group discussion,, with no time al-
lowed for thinking, in order to produce ideas
or help solve problems

brainwash /'bremmwnof/ verb to make
someone believe something is true by repeat-
ing it and forcing them to believe it. Syn-
onym persuade

brainwashing /'bremnwn[1y/ noun the ac-
tion of making people believe something
brainwave /'bremmwerv/ noun a sudden
very good idea



brainy

brainy /'breini/ adj very intelligent (infor-
mal) (NOTE: brainier — brainiest)

braise /breiz/ verb to cook food in a pot
with very little liquid

® brake /breik/ noun a device for stopping
a vehicle or making it go slower O Put the
brake on when you go down a hill. O The
brakes aren’t working! Synonym restraint.
Antonym incentive m verb to slow down by
pressing a vehicle’s brakes O The driver of
the little white van braked, but too late to
avoid the dog. Synonym decelerate

brake lights /'breik latts/ plural noun red
lights at the back of a car which light up
when you put the brakes on

braking distance /'breikig distons/
noun the distance a car travels after the
driver puts on the brakes, before it stops
completely (NOTE: Do not confuse with
break.)

bramble /'brembal/ noun a wild black-
berry bush

bran /bren/ noun the outside part of wheat
seeds (NOTE: no plural)

® branch /bra:nt[/ noun 1. a thick part of
a tree, growing out of the trunk O He hit his
head against a low branch. 2. a local office
of an organisation O He's the manager of our
local branch of Lloyds Bank. O The store has
branches in most towns in the south of the
country. 3. a section of river leading away
from the main part O The town is built on a
branch of the Nile. m verb to divide into two
or more parts

branch off / bra:nt| 'of/ verb to come off
a main road

branch out / bra:nt[ 'avt/ verb to start to
do something different, as well as what you
normally do

brand /brend/ noun 1. a product with a
name O a well-known brand of soap 2. a
mark burnt with a hot iron on an animal to
show who owns it m verb 1. to describe
someone or something publicly as bad O He
was branded as a thief. O The minister was
publicly branded a liar in the newspaper. 2.
to mark an animal with a hot iron O The cat-
tle were corralled before being branded.
branded /'brandid/ adj sold with a com-
pany name or trademark, usually considered
a mark of quality

brandish /'breendif/ verb to wave some-
thing about

® brand name /'breend nerm/ noun the
name of a product

® brand-new /brend 'nju:/ adj com-
pletely new

® brandy /'brendi/ noun 1. an alcoholic
drink made from wine O / was given a bottle
of excellent brandy. 2. a glass of this drink O
He ordered three brandies.
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brash /bre[/ adj confident and loud (tech-
nical)

brass /bra:s/ noun 1. a mixture of copper
and zinc O The doctor has a brass name plate
on his door. O to get down to brass tacks to
discuss the basic problem 2. a medieval
metal plate set in the floor of a church, show-
ing where someone is buried

brass band /bra:s 'band/ noun a band of
people playing brass instruments

brassiere /'brezio/ noun a woman’s un-
dergarment covering the breasts (NOTE: usu-
ally called a bra)

brat /braet/ noun a badly-behaved child
bravado /bro'va:dou/ noun confident ac-
tions to show how brave you are. Synonym
audacity. Antonym cowardice (NOTE: no
plural)

@ brave /brerv/ adj full of courage O It was
very brave of him to dive into the river to try
to rescue the little girl. Synonym coura-
geous. Antonym cowardly (NOTE: braver
— bravest) m verb to be brave enough to do
something dangerous O The ambulance
braved the snowstorm to answer the 999 call.
Synonym defy ®m noun a male Native Ameri-
can fighter (dated)

bravely /'breivli/ adv with courage, in a
brave way

bravery /'brervari/ noun being brave when
in a dangerous situation. Synonym courage.
Antonym cowardice (NOTE: no plural)
bravo /bra:'vou/ interj showing approval
bravura /bra'vjuara/ noun showing great
skill and confidence in performing. Synonym
boldness. Antonym timidity

brawl /bro:l/ noun a wild fight © Coming
out of the pub, he got into a brawl with some
soldiers. Synonym scuffle m verb to fight
wildly O After the match ended spectators
were brawling on the terraces. Synonym
fight

brawny /'bro:ni/ adjheavy and having very
strong muscles. Synonym muscular

bray /bre1/ verb to make a loud noise like a
donkey

brazen /'breiz(o)n/ adj 1. made of brass
(old) 2. with no shame O What you say is a
brazen lie. m verb O to brazen it out to get
through a difficult situation by seeming to be
sure of yourself O In spite of what the papers
said, he managed to brazen it out.

brazil nut /bro'zil nat/ noun a large sweet
nut from a tropical tree

® breach /bri:t [/ noun the act of breaking
the law or a promise O This is a breach of the
undertaking they made last year. O in breach
of without respecting O In breach of their
agreement, they started negotiating with our
rivals behind our backs. m verb 1. to go
against rules O The pay settlement has



breach of contract

breached the government’s guidelines. O He
was arrested for breaching the peace. 2. to
make a hole O The enemy guns breached the
town’s defences. O The flood waters have
breached the dyke.

breach of contract /briitf] ov
'kontrakt/ noun the breaking of the condi-
tions of a contract o the company is in
breach of contract the company has failed
to do what was agreed in the contract
breach of the peace /bri:t[ ov 09 'pizs/
noun an offence involving uncontrolled be-
haviour in public

@ bread /bred/ noun food made from flour
and water baked in an oven O Can you get a
loaf of bread from the baker’s? O She cut
thin slices of bread for sandwiches.

bread and butter / bred an 'bata/ noun
slices of bread covered with butter (informal)
bread bin /'bred bin/ noun a metal box for
keeping bread in

breadcrumbs /'bredkramz/ plural noun
little pieces of dried bread O The fish is cov-
ered in breadcrumbs and then fried.
breaded /'bredid/ adj covered with
breadcrumbs

breadline /'bredlain/ noun a very low
standard of living

breadth /bred6/ noun 1. a measurement of
how wide something is O The breadth of the
vacant plot of land is over 300m. O We
walked the length and breadth of the field
and found no wild strawberries. 2. fullness or
completeness O His answers show the
breadth of his knowledge of the subject.
breadwinner /'‘bredwina/ noun a person
who earns money to feed the family. Ant-
onym dependant

@ break /breik/ noun 1. a space O You can
see blue sky through a break in the clouds. 2.
a short pause or rest O There will be a
15-minute break in the middle of the meeting.
O they worked for three hours without a
break they worked without stopping for
three hours O to take a break to have a short
rest O We'll take a break now, and start
again in fifteen minutes. 3. morning break,
afternoon break (in schools) a short period
for rest and play in the middle of the morning
or afternoon O We couldn’t go out during the
morning break because it was raining. 4. a
short holiday 5. a move away from someone
or something O I thought they were in love,
so the break came as a surprise. O It’s not al-
ways easy to make a break with the past. 6. a
crack in a hard substance such as bone O The
break is clean so it should heal quite quickly.
7. a stop in something regular O There’s a
break in the pattern which shouldn’t be
there. O a break in the weather a change in
the weather 8. 0 he had a lucky break his
bad luck changed 9. a series of shots in
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snooker O He had a break of 102. m verb 1.
to make something come apart in pieces O
He dropped the plate on the floor and broke
it. O She broke her leg when she was skiing.
2. to come apart in pieces O The clock fell on
the floor and broke. 3. to fail to obey a rule or
law O to break a record to do better than
anyone has before O He broke the record for
the 2000 metres. 4. O to break your journey
to stop for a while before going on © We’ll
break our journey in Edinburgh. 5. to fail to
carry out the duties of a contract O The com-
pany has broken its agreement. O to break a
promise not to do what you had promised to
do O He broke his promise and wrote to her
again. O to break a contract to fail to re-
spect a contract 6. to start O We woke up as
day was breaking. O the storm broke at
noon the storm suddenly started at noon 7. 0
to break it or to break the news to someone
to tell someone bad news O We will have to
break it to her as gently as possible. 8. (of a
boy’s voice) to become deeper as the boy
grows older (NOTE: Do not confuse with
brake. Note also breaking — broke /brouk/
- has broken /'broukon/.) o to break even
not to make a loss or a profit O We are just
about breaking even. O The business broke
even in the first year.

breakable /'bretkab(a)l/ adj that can break
easily. Synonym fragile. Antonym robust
breakaway /'bretkowel1/ adj which has be-
come separated from a larger group. Ant-
onym mainstream

® break down /,breik 'davn/ verb 1. (of a
machine) to stop working O The lift has bro-
ken down again. O The car broke down and
we had to push it. 2. to show all the items in a
total list © Can you break down this invoice
into travel costs and extras?

® breakdown /'breikdaun/ noun 1. a fail-
ure of a system to work properly O There has
been a breakdown in communications be-
tween them. 2. a physical collapse 3. (of a
machine) a failure to continue working O We
had a breakdown on the motorway. O A
breakdown truck came to tow us to the ga-
rage. 4. a list showing details item by item O
Give me a breakdown of the travel costs.
breaker /'breika/ noun a person who buys
old cars for their separate parts O The car
was badly damaged and had to be sold to a
breaker. O We went to a breaker’s yard to try
to find some cheap spare parts.

@ breakfast /'brekfast/ noun the first
meal of the day O [ had a boiled egg for
breakfast. O She didn’t have any breakfast
because she was in a hurry. O The hotel
serves breakfast from 7.30 to 9.30 every day.
W verb to eat your first meal of the day O We
breakfasted on dried fruit and cheese.



breakfast TV

breakfast TV /brekfost ti: 'vii/ noun
television shown at breakfast time

® break in /breik 'in/ verb o to break
someone or an animal in to train someone
or an animal O He rode a mustang which
he’d broken in himself.

break-in /'breik in/ noun a burglary
breaking and entering /breikip ond
'entarin/ noun the crime of going into some-
one’s property to steal

breaking point /'breikig pomnt/ noun the
point at which a situation reaches a crisis
breakneck /'breiknek/ adj o at break-
neck speed extremely fast

break off /breik 'nf/ verb 1. to make
something come off by breaking; to come off
O He broke a piece off his pie and gave it to
his dog. O The handle broke off the cup in the
dishwasher. O Several branches broke off in
the wind. 2. to stop something suddenly O He
broke off in the middle of his story. O They
broke off the discussions. O They were going
to get married, but she broke it off-

break out / breik 'aut/ verb 1. to start O
War broke out between the countries in the
area. O to break out into a rash to have a
rash which starts suddenly 2. to escape O
Three prisoners broke out of jail.

breakout /'breikaut/ noun an escape from
a prison

breakthrough /'breikfru:/ noun a sudden
success

® break up / breik 'ap/ verb 1. to come to
pieces O The oil tanker was breaking up on
the rocks. 2. to stop being together O We
broke up last year. O Their marriage broke
up after 25 years. 3. to stop being in a group
O The meeting broke up at 3 p.m. O The
group broke up when the lead singer started
singing solo. 4. O school breaks up next
week the school holidays start next week
breakup /'breikap/ noun the process of
coming to pieces or separating

breakwater /'bretkwo:to/ noun a wall that
is built into the sea as a protection against the
action of strong waves

® breast /brest/ noun 1. one of two parts
on a woman’s chest which produce milk 2.
the chest or front part of the top of the body
3. meat from the chest part of a bird O Do
you want a wing or a slice of breast? O We
bought some chicken breasts to make a
Stir-fiy.

breastbone /'brestboun/ noun the bone
which is in the centre of the front of the chest
and to which most of the ribs are attached.
Also called sternum

breast cancer /'brest kenso/ noun a
disease that causes dangerous lumps to grow
in the breast
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breastfeed /'brestfi:d/ verb to give a baby
milk from the breast (NOTE: breastfeeding
- breastfed)

breastfeeding /'brestfirdip/ noun the
practice of giving milk from the breast to a
baby, as opposed to giving milk from a bottle

breast pocket /brest 'pokit/ noun a
pocket on the inside of a jacket

breast stroke /'brest strouk/ noun a style
of swimming where the swimmer is face
downwards, pushing the arms out in front
and bringing them back to the sides while the
feet are kicking

@ breath /bre6/ noun 1. air which goes into
and out of the body through the nose or
mouth O You should smell his breath — he
must have eaten garlic last night. O out of
breath, gasping for breath having difficulty
in breathing O He ran all the way to the sta-
tion, got there out of breath, and then saw the
train leaving. O to get your breath back to
breathe normally again, after exercise O First
get your breath back, then tell me all about it.
O to hold your breath to keep air in your
lungs to go under water, as a test or because
you are afraid that something will happen O
She held her breath under water for a min-
ute. 0 we’re all holding our breath to see if
he wins we’re all waiting anxiously to see if
he wins O to take a deep breath to breathe
in as much air as you can O Take a deep
breath for the X-ray. O to take someone’s
breath away to surprise someone very much
O The huge size of the ruins took my breath
away. O under your breath quietly O He
cursed under his breath. 2. 0 a breath of
wind a slight movement of air O There was-
n’t a breath of wind all day. < a breath of
fresh air 1. fresh air after being enclosed in a
room O I'm going out for a walk, I need a
breath of fresh air. 2. something new and ex-
citing O The new director is a welcome
breath of fresh air.

breathalyser /'brefslaizo/ trademark a
device which tests how much alcohol is in a
driver’s blood

@ breathe /bri:d/ verb to take air into the
lungs or let it out O / want to listen to your
chest, so breathe in and then out when I tell
you to. O Do you know how fish breathe? 0
breathe deeply to take in a lot of air 0 he’s
breathing down my neck all the time he’s
always watching how I'm working O to
breathe a sigh of relief to breathe deeply be-
cause danger has passed O She breathed a
sigh of relief when the police car drove away.
breather /'bri:0s/ noun a time when you
can rest (informal). Synonym rest

® breathing /,bri:d1y/ noun the process of
taking air in and out of the lungs. Synonym
inhalation



breathing apparatus

breathing apparatus /'bri:dip apo-
\re1tas/ noun equipment such as a mask and
oxygen cylinder which can help a person to
breathe

breathing space /'bri:d1y speis/ noun a
period when you can rest between activities.
Synonym respite

breathless /'breblos/ adj out of breath;
finding it difficult to breathe

breathtaking /'brebteikiy/ adj very im-
pressive. Antonym banal

breath test /'bre6 test/ noun a test for a
driver to see if he has been drinking alcohol
® bred /bred/ iy breed (NOTE: Do not con-
fuse with bread.)

breech birth /'bri:t[ bs:0/, breech de-
livery /'brizt[ dr,ltv(a)ri/ noun a birth where
the baby’s bottom appears first

breeches  /'britfiz/  plural  noun
knee-length trousers which fasten just below
the knee O Have you got a pair of riding
breeches to lend me?

® breed /bri:d/ noun a type of animal or
plant O Alsatians and other large breeds of
dog. m verb 1. to produce young animals O
Rabbits breed very rapidly. 2. to keep ani-
mals which produce young ones O They
breed sheep for the meat and the wool. 3. 0 1
was born and bred in the country I was
born and grew up in the country 4. to raise
new plants O They are breeding new strains
of wheat. (NOTE: breeding — bred /bred/)
breeder /'britde/ noun a person who
breeds animals or plants

® breeding /'bri:diy/ noun 1. the practice
of raising animals or plants O Because of the
smell, pig breeding is strictly controlled. O
You can’t shoot pheasants during the breed-
ing season. 2. good education, background
and behaviour O It was obvious that his sec-
retary was a girl of good breeding.
breeding ground /'bri:diy graund/ noun
1. a place where an animal breeds O The area
is the breeding ground of several rare birds.
O Stagnant water is a breeding ground for
mosquitoes. 2. a place where something un-
pleasant develops O That amusement arcade
is a breeding ground for drugs.

breeze /bri:z/ noun a slight wind © 4 cool
breeze is welcome on a hot day like this. O a
stiff breeze a strong wind O There was a stiff’
breeze blowing from the south. m verb to
walk around looking very pleased with your-
self O He breezed into the meeting carrying a
cup of coffee.

breeze block /'bri:z blok/ noun a con-
crete building block, much larger than a brick
breezy /'briizi/ adj 1. windy O It is very
hot, but slightly breezy which makes it more
comfortable. O It’s a little breezy in here,
let’s shut the French windows. 2.

90

bridge

happy-go-lucky O 4 breezy youth looking as
if he didn’t have a care in the world.
brethren /'bredran/ plural noun the mem-
bers of a group, or only the male members of
a group, especially a religious group (dated)
brevity /'breviti/ noun (of time) the quality
of being very short

brew /bru:/ verb 1. to make beer O They 've
been brewing beer in this town for over two
hundred years. 2. to make tea or coffee O
Let’s brew some tea before we sit down and
talk. 3. O there’s a storm brewing a storm is
coming O there’s trouble brewing there will
soon be trouble O The police moved in when
they sensed trouble brewing in the crowd. m
noun a cup of tea O He makes a good strong
brew. O Do you fancy a brew?

brewer /'bru:a/ noun a person or company
that makes beer

brewery /'bruiori/ noun a factory where
beer is made (NOTE: The plural is brewer-
ies.)

briar /'brare/ noun a wild rose bush

bribe /braib/ noun an illegal payment to
someone to get something done O He offered
the witness a bribe to say nothing. Synonym
inducement m verb to give an illegal pay-
ment to someone O She planned to bribe cus-
toms officials to get her case through
customs.

® bribery /'braib(a)ri/ noun the act of
bribing

bric-a-brac /'brik o braek/ noun attractive
little objects which are not very valuable

@ brick /brik/ noun 1. a hard block of
baked clay used for building O You'll need
more than eighty bricks to build a wall. 2. O
to drop a brick to say something embarrass-
ing 3. a good dependable person (old) O He's
been a real brick over the whole business.
bricklayer /'briklers/ noun a person who
builds walls with bricks

brick up /,brik 'aAp/ verb to fill a hole with
bricks

bridal /'braid(o)l/ adj referring to a wed-
ding (NOTE: Do not confuse with bridle.)
bride /braid/ noun a woman who is getting
married or has just got married. Synonym
wife

bridegroom /'braidgruim/ noun a man
who is getting married or has just got mar-
ried. Synonym husband (NOTE: often just
called the groom)

bridesmaid /'braidzmerd/ noun a girl
who is one of the bride’s attendants at a
wedding

@ bridge /brids/ noun 1. a road or path
built over a road or river so that you can walk
or drive from one side to the other O There
are a dozen bridges across the River Thames
in London. 2. the part of a ship where the
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captain can keep control O The captain was
on the bridge when the accident occurred. 3.
a card game for four people O They played
bridge until midnight. 4. the top of your nose
O Your spectacles are supposed to rest on the
bridge of your nose. 5. (in a violin) a support
for the strings W verb to put a bridge across a
space such as a river or a road O This was the
first time the estuary had been bridged. Syn-
onym link

bridgehead /'bridzhed/ noun the first po-
sition held by an attacking force who have
crossed a stretch of water

bridging loan /'bridzig leun/ noun a
large amount of money lent to someone to
pay for a new house when his old house has
not yet been sold (NOTE: The US term is
bridge loan.)

bridle /'brard(s)l/ noun straps put round a
horse’s head O She had some difficulty in
putting the bridle on the horse. B verb O to
bridle your emotions to control your emo-
tions (NOTE: Do not confuse with bridal.)
bridle at /'braid(o)l @t/ verb to take of-
fence at something

bridlepath /'braid(s)lpa:6/, bridleway
/brard(a)lwer/ noun a path for horseriders

@ brief /bri:f/ adj short © He wrote a brief
note of thanks. O The meeting was very brief.
O Tell me what happened, but be brief as we
don’t have much time. O in brief in a few
words O We have food for only a few days, in
brief, the situation is very serious. ® noun in-
structions given to a professional person O
His brief was to overhaul the accounts sys-
tem. ® verb 1. to give information or instruc-
tions to someone O He briefed the staff on the
latest stage in the negotiations. O She was
briefed to look for new office premises. 2. to
give a case to a lawyer and explain the details
O My solicitor will brief the barrister tomor-
row morning.

briefcase /'bri:fkers/ noun a thin case for
carrying papers or documents

briefing /'bri:fiy/ noun a meeting where
information is given

@ briefly /'bri:fli/ adv for a short time
briefs /bri:fs/ plural noun short underwear
for men or women O Before the medical, the
doctor asked him to strip down to his briefs.
(NOTE: plural; for one item say a pair of
briefs)

® brigade /bri'gerd/ noun a section of an
army O The general sent an infantry brigade
to the region.

brigadier /,briga'dio/ noun an army offi-
cer in charge of a brigade

@ bright /brart/ adj 1. shining strongly O
bright sunshine 2. with a very strong colour
O They have painted their front door bright
orange. 3. intelligent O He’s a bright little
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boy. O Both their children are very bright. O
She’s the brightest of the class. 4. clear and
sunny O There will be bright periods during
the afternoon. 5. cheerful O She gave me a
bright smile. O to look on the bright side of
things to be optimistic © However bad the
situation is, she always tries to look on the
bright side of things.

brighten /'brait(o)n/ verb to make some-
thing bright, or to become bright

brighten up / brait(e)n 'ap/ verb 1. (of a
person) to become more cheerful O She
brightened up when she saw him. 2. (of
weather) to become sunnier O The weather
is brightening up.

brightly /'braitli/i adv 1. in a bright
way O A children’s book with brightly
painted pictures. O The streets were brightly
lit for Christmas. 2. cheerfully O She smiled
brightly as she went into the hospital.

brill /bril/ noun a type of flat white sea fish
which can be eaten (NOTE: The plural is
brill.) m adj very good (informal) © It was an
absolutely brill evening. O Listen to this brill
idea!

brilliance /'briljons/ noun the fact of being
very clever

® brilliant /'briljont/ adj 1. extremely
clever O He's the most brilliant student of his
year. O She had a brilliant idea. 2. very good
O The graphics on this website are brilliant.
3. shining brightly O She stepped out into the
brilliant sunshine.

brilliantly /'briljontli/ adv in a brilliant
way

brim /brim/ noun 1. the edge O The glass
was filled to the brim. 2. the flat part around a
hat O 4 hat with a wide brim.

brim over /brim 'auva/ verb to overflow
(NOTE: brimming — brimmed)

@ bring /briy/ verb to come with someone
or something to this place O She brought the
books to school with her. O He brought his
girlfriend home for tea. O Are you bringing
any friends to the party? (NOTE: bringing —
brought /bro:t/)

bring about /brig o'bauvt/ verb to make
something happen. Synonym generate. Ant-
onym prevent

bring along /briy o'loy/ verb to bring
someone or something with you
bring-and-buy /brip ond ‘'bar,
bring-and-buy sale /,bripy ond 'bar seil/
noun a type of market where people bring or
buy homemade or secondhand goods

bring back /briy 'bak/ verb to carry
something back

bring down /,briyg 'davn/ verb 1. to carry
something down to here O Can you bring
down the television from the bedroom? 2. to
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make something less O We've brought down
all our prices.

bring forward /,brig 'forwad/ verb to ar-
range something to be done at an earlier date
than had been planned

bring off /brig 'pf/ verb to succeed in do-
ing something O we finally brought it off we
did it successfully in the end

bring on /briy 'pn/ verb to produce some-
thing. Synonym cause o you brought it on
yourself you have yourself to blame for what
happened to you

bring out /,brip 'sut/ verb to make some-
thing come out O to bring out the colour to
make the colour more noticeable O The white
background brought out the main colours in
the painting.

bring up /,brig 'ap/ verb 1. to look after
and educate a child O He was born in the
USA but brought up in England. O He was
brought up by his uncle in Scotland. 2. to
mention a problem O He brought up the
question of the noise. 3. to vomit something
O She’s got a stomach upset and brought up
all her breakfast.

brink /brigpk/ noun the edge o on the brink
of very close to O The company is on the
brink of collapse. O She was on the brink of a
nervous breakdown.

brisk /brisk/ adj fairly fast (NOTE: brisker
— briskest)

brisket /'briskit/ noun a piece of beef
which comes from the breast of the animal
briskly /'briskli/ adv fairly fast and
brightly

bristle /'bris(a)l/ noun 1. one of the short
stiff hairs on plants, or some animals such as
pigs O You could see the bristles on the back
of the sow’s neck. 2. O bristles short stiff
hairs on a brush O The bristles of my tooth-
brush are coming off — I must get a new one.
W verb O to bristle at to take offence at
something O She bristled at the suggestion.
bristly /'brisli/ adj covered with short stiff
hairs. Synonym spiky

Brit /brit/ noun a person from the United
Kingdom (informal)

® Britain /'brit(a)n/ noun same as Great
Britain

® British /'britif/ adj referring to the
United Kingdom O a British citizen O the
British army O The British press reported a
plane crash in Africa. O The ship was flying
a British flag. O the British government the
government of the United Kingdom m plural
noun o the British the people of the United
Kingdom

Briton /'brit(e)n/ noun a person from the
United Kingdom

brittle /'brit(o)l/ adj hard and breaking eas-
ily into pieces
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broach /brout [/ verb to start talking about
a problem

@ broad /bro:d/ adj 1. very wide © a broad
river 2. (of a person’s accent) not standard
and very noticeable O spoke with a broad
northern accent

broadband /'bro:dband/ adj able to man-
age large amounts of data quickly O a broad-
band connection

® broadcast /'bro:dka:st/ noun a radio or
TV programme O The broadcast came live
from outside Buckingham Palace. Synonym
transmission ®m verb 1. to send out a
programme or message on radio or TV O The
programme will be broadcast on Monday at
8 p.m. O The police broadcast an appeal for
information. 2. to tell everyone O don’t
broadcast the fact keep the information se-
cret W adj sent by radio or television O They
were listening to enemy broadcast messages.
broadcaster /'bro:dka:sta/ noun a person
who works on radio or TV but is not an actor.
Synonym presenter

broadcasting /'bro:dka:stiy/ noun the
process of sending out programmes or mes-
sages on radio or TV

broad daylight /bro:d 'derlart/ noun (as
an emphasis) a time during the day when
people can be seen clearly

® broaden /'bro:dn/ verb 1. to make
something wider; or to become wider O Part
of their plan is to broaden the road. O The
river broadens to form a small lake. 2. O to
broaden the mind to increase knowledge O
Travel broadens the mind.

broadly /'bro:dli/ adv widely. Synonym
approximately o broadly speaking in gen-
eral, without going into specific details O
Broadly speaking, boys are taller than girls
at that age.

broad-minded / bro:d 'maindid/ adj not
shocked by other people’s behaviour or
words.  Synonym  tolerant. Antonym
narrow-minded

broadsheet /'bro:di:t/ noun a newspaper
with large pages (NOTE: Small format news-
papers are called tabloids.)

broadside noun /'bro:dsaid/ a strong spo-
ken or written attack ® adv 1. with one side
facing towards something 2. generally
Broadway /'bro:dwer/ noun a street in
New York, where the major theatres are lo-
cated O The play was a big hit on Broadway
but flopped in London. 0 off Broadway at
smaller New York theatres

brocade /bra'kerd/ noun a thick cloth with
a raised pattern

broccoli /'broksli/ noun a vegetable of
which the green, purple or white flower buds
are eaten (NOTE: no plural)
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brochure /'brouvfo/ noun a small thin
book. Synonym booklet

brogue /brouvg/ noun a heavy shoe with a
patterned leather top O He bought himself a
pair of heavy brogues to wear in the country.
broil /bro1l/ verb to grill food

broiler /'brotlo/ noun a chicken sold for
roasting

@ broke /brauk/ adj with no money (in-
formal). Synonym bankrupt. Antonym
wealthy o to be flat broke to have no
money at all. p break

® broken /'brovkon/ adj 1. in pieces O She
tried to mend the broken vase. 2. not working
O They came to mend the broken TV. O We
can’t use the lift because it’s broken. 3. not
complete 0 broken home a family where the
parents have separated 4. (of a foreign lan-
guage) with hesitations and mistakes, and of-
ten in a foreign accent O He only spoke
broken English when he arrived, but was
soon speaking fluently. 5. with no confidence
O He was pardoned, but came out of prison a
broken man. 1y break

broken-down /broukon 'daun/ adj not
working

broken-hearted /broukon'ha:tid/ adj
very sad. Antonym overjoyed

broker /'brouko/ noun a dealer in shares or
insurance. Synonym trader O to play the
honest broker to try to solve other people’s
problems

brokerage /'brovkoarids/, broker’s com-
mission /,brovkoz ko'mif(o)n/ noun pay-
ment to a broker for a deal carried out
brolly /'broli/ noun an umbrella (informal)
(NOTE: The plural is brollies.)

bronchial /'brogkiol/ adj referring to the
tubes which take air in and out of the lungs
bronchitis /brog'karitis/ noun an illness
caused by infection in the bronchial tubes
bronzed /bronzd/ adj tanned from being in
the sun

bronze medal /bronz 'medl/ noun a
medal given to someone who finishes third in
a race or competition

brooch /braut [/ noun a piece of women’s
jewellery fastened to clothes with a pin
(NOTE: The plural is brooches.)

brood /bru:d/ noun a family of young birds
or small children O Some birds raise only one
brood of chicks a year. O Simon and his
brood came for lunch yesterday. m verb to
think anxiously about something a lot O He'’s
in the garden, brooding as usual. O She’s
brooding over the possibility that she might
lose her job.

brooding /'bru:diy/ adj threatening (liter-
ary). Synonym ominous

brook /bruk/ noun a small river O They
Jjumped over the brook and walked on up the
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hill. Synonym stream m verb O to brook no
interference not to allow anyone to interfere
(formal)

® broom /bruim/ noun 1. a brush with a
long handle, used to clean floors O She swept
the kitchen with a broom. 2. a bush with yel-
low flowers, found in sandy places and
grown in gardens O Broom flowers early in
the summer.

broomstick /'bruimstik/ noun the long
handle of a broom

bros abbr brothers

broth /bro6/ noun a light meat soup
brothel /'bro6(a)l/ noun a house where
prostitutes work

@ brother /'brads/ noun 1. a boy or man
who has the same mother and father as some-
one else O My brother John is three years
older than me. O She came with her three
brothers. 2. a man belonging to an order of
monks O Brother John looks after the monas-
tery garden.

brotherhood /'bradohud/ noun links be-
tween people

brother-in-law /'brader m 1o/ noun a
brother of your husband or wife, a husband
of your sister, or a husband of a husband’s or
wife’s sister (NOTE: The plural is broth-
ers-in-law.)

brotherly /'bradali/ adj kind or protective
like a brother O She was expecting some
brotherly advice, instead of which her
brother told her she was a fool.

® brought /bro:t/ ) bring

brow /brav/ noun 1. the forehead O She
wrinkled or knit her brow as she tried to un-
derstand the guidebook. o by the sweat of
your brow with a lot of hard work O He be-
came a millionaire by the sweat of his brow.
2. an eyebrow, the line of hair above the eye
O He’s instantly recognisable with those
dark bushy brows. 3. the top of a hill O Hav-
ing reached the brow of the hill they stopped
to look at the view.

browbeat /'bravbi:t/ verb to bully some-
one. Synonym intimidate (NOTE: browbeat
— has browbeaten)

® brown /braun/ adj with a colour like the
earth or wood O She has brown hair and blue
eyes. O It’s autumn and the leaves are turn-
ing brown. O He's very brown — he must have
been sitting in the sun. Synonym tanned
(NOTE: browner — brownest) m noun the
colour brown O I'd prefer a darker brown
than this. m verb to cook food until it is
brown O Brown the onions in a little butter.
Synonym fry

brown bear /braun 'bea/ noun a large
wild animal found in mountain areas

brown bread /bravn 'bred/ noun bread
made from brown flour
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brownfield /'bravnfi:ld/ adj referring to
land that previously had industrial building
on it but is now available for housing
brownie /'brauni/ noun a small chocolate
cake usually with nuts

Brownie /'bravni/ noun a member of the
branch of the Guides for younger girls
brownie points /'bravni points/ plural
noun an imaginary sign of approval for
something good you have done (informal)
brown rice /braun 'rars/ noun rice which
still has its outer covering

brown sugar /bravn '[ugs/ noun a type
of sugar which has been processed so that it
remains pale brown in colour

® browse /bravz/ verb 1. (of animals) to
eat grass O The snow has gone, and the cows
are browsing in the fields again. 2. (of a per-
son) to wander around looking at things for
sale O Do you need any help? — No, I'm just
browsing. 3. to look through a book, newspa-
per or magazine, without reading it properly
O [ browsed through several magazines at
the doctor’s surgery. O to browse on the
Internet to go to various websites without
looking for anything in particular

browser /'bravza/ noun computer soft-
ware which allows you to browse on the
Internet

bruise /bru:z/ noun a dark, painful area on
the skin, following a blow O She had bruises
all over her arms. m verb 1. to make a bruise
O She bruised her knee on the corner of the
table. 2. O to bruise easily to get bruises eas-
ily because your skin is delicate O She
bruises easily, even a little blow gives her a
bruise. O Peaches are delicate fruit — they
bruise easily.

bruising /'bru:zin/ noun an area of bruises
O The baby has bruising on the back and
legs. m adjpainful or unpleasant O 4 bruising
encounter with the police.

brunch /brant[/ noun a meal taken from
about 10 a.m., a combination of breakfast
and lunch

brunette /bru:'net/ noun a person, usually
a woman, with dark brown hair

brunt /brant/ noun o to bear the brunt of
to suffer most effects of O The west coast
bore the brunt of the storm. O She bore the
brunt of the criticism.

@ brush /braf/ noun 1. a tool made of a
handle and hairs or wire, used for jobs such

as cleaning or painting O You need a stiff’

brush to get the mud off your shoes. O She
used a very fine brush to paint the details. O
He was painting the front of the house with a
large brush. (NOTE: The plural is brushes.)
2. the act of cleaning with a brush O She gave
the coat a good brush. 3. land covered with
bushes or low trees O They walked through
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the brush for several miles. 4. a near miss,
when something nearly happens to harm you
O They had a brush with death on the motor-
way. 5. a short argument or fight with some-
one O He’s had several brushes with the
police recently. 6. the tail of a fox m verb 1.
to clean with a brush O He brushed his shoes
before going to the office. O Always remem-
ber to brush your teeth before you go to bed.
2. to go past something touching it gently O
She brushed against me as she came into the
café.

brush off / braf 'f/ verb 1. to clean some-
thing off with a brush © He brushed the mud
off his boots. 2. to ignore something because
it is not very important O So far he has man-
aged to brush off all the complaints about his
work.

brush up /,braf 'ap/ verb to make your
knowledge better

brushwood /'brafwud/ noun a mass of
small bushes and broken wood. Synonym
firewood

brusque /brusk/ adj using very few words
and not being very polite. Synonym abrupt.
Antonym friendly

brusquely /'bruskli/ adv rudely, using few
words

Brussels /'bras(o)lz/ noun the capital of
Belgium

Brussels sprout /bras(o)lz 'sprauvt/
noun 1. a green vegetable like a very small
cabbage 2. the plant that Brussels sprouts
grow on

brutal /'bru:t(o)l/ adj cruel and violent
brutality /bru:'tzeliti/ noun violent actions.
Synonym cruelty (NOTE: usually no plural;
to indicate a plural you can say acts of
brutality)

brutally /'bru:t(o)li/ adv in a cruel and vio-
lent way

brute /bru:t/ noun 1. a violent person O
Her husband’s such a brute, sometimes I fear

for her safety. 2. a man who does not worry

about upsetting peopleThe brute didn’t even
ring me up to let me know he was getting
married. O You brute! You could have given
me a lift. 3. a large animal O Three bears
came near our camp and one big brute tried
to get into my tent.

brutish /'bru:tif/ adj rude, dirty and
violent

BSc abbr bachelor of science O She has a
BSc in Chemistry. (NOTE: written after the
name: Jane Bushell BSc)

BSE abbr bovine spongiform encephalo-
pathy O The public has lost confidence in
beef as a result of BSE.

BTW abbrby the way

® bubble /'bab(d9)l/ noun air or gas con-
tained in a liquid O Bubbles of gas rose to the
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surface of the lake. © He blew bubbles in his
drink. m verb to make bubbles, to have bub-
bles inside O The porridge was bubbling in
the pan. Synonym fizz

bubble gum /'bab(s)l gam/ noun 1. a
type of chewing gum that can be blown from
the mouth into large bubbles 2. pop music
aimed at the younger teenage market and
usually considered to be lacking in
originality

bubble up /bab(a)l 'ap/ verb to come to
the surface as bubbles

bubbly /'babli/ adj 1. with bubbles © For a
really bubbly bath, pour the soap in under
running hot water. 2. O she has a bubbly
personality she’s a lively person B noun
champagne (informal) © Come and have a
glass of bubbly to celebrate the birth of our
son. (NOTE: no plural)

® buck /bak/ noun 1. a male of certain ani-
mals such as the hare, rabbit, deer or goat O a
buck rabbit (NOTE: The females are called
does.) 2. US a dollar O It'll cost you ten
bucks. O You couldn’t lend me 100 bucks,
could you? O to make a quick buck to get
rich quickly O A/l he wants is to make a quick
buck. 3. O to pass the buck to pass responsi-
bility to someone else (informal) © The man-
ager is a very weak character, he’s always
passing the buck. o the buck stops here I am
the person who is responsible ® verb 1. O to
buck the trend to behave in a surprisingly
different way O Sales of health books have
bucked the trend and risen sharply. 2. (of
horses) to jump in the air O The horses
bucked at the sound of gunfire.

@ bucket /'bakit/ noun 1. a round con-
tainer with a handle but no lid, used mainly
for liquids O Throw the water on the fire and
pass the empty bucket back to me. 0 to Kick
the bucket to die (informal) O Don’t worry —
1 don't intend to kick the bucket just yet! O to
come down in buckets to pour with rain O
You should have seen the rain — it was com-
ing down in buckets! 2. the contents of a
bucket O He brought a bucket of water from
the river. O They threw buckets of water on
the fire. m verb to pour with rain (informal) O
1t’s bucketing down outside.

bucketful /'bakitful/ noun an amount con-
tained in a bucket o by the bucketful in
large quantities (informal) O They were
drinking beer by the bucketful.

buckle /'bak(o)l/ noun a metal or plastic
fastener for a strap O She wore a black
leather belt with a big gold buckle. O These
shoes are fastened with buckles. m verb 1. to
attach with a buckle O He buckled on his seat
belt. O The little girl can buckle her sandals
all by herself. 2. to bend and collapse O The
whole bridge buckled under the weight of the
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traffic. 3. to become bent O The front wheel
of my bicycle has buckled.

buckle down /bak(s)l 'dauvn/ verb to
start to work hard (informal)

buck up /,bak 'ap/ verb 1. to hurry up O
Buck up, or we’ll miss the train. 2. 0 to buck
someone up to make someone more lively O
A hot drink will soon buck you up. O If you
don’t buck your ideas up, you'll be joining
the dole queue!

buckwheat /'bakwi:t/ noun a dark grain,
which makes a brown flour used in pancakes
bucolic /bju:'kolik/ adj referring to the
countryside. Synonym rural

bud /bad/ noun a place where a new shoot
or flower comes on a plant O It was spring
and the buds on the trees were beginning to
open. O in bud flower which has not yet
opened O The roses are in bud. O to nip
something in the bud to stop something be-
fore it develops any further O We must try to
nip the staff protests in the bud. m verb (of a
shoot) to make buds O The trees are budding
very early this year.

Buddhism /'budiz(o)m/ noun a religion
based on the teaching of the Indian philoso-
pher known as Buddha

Buddhist /'budist/ adj referring to Bud-
dhism or the teaching of Buddha O a Bud-
dhist temple O a Buddhist monk ® noun a
person who follows the teaching of Buddha
O Life in Nepal suits him so much that he’s
become a Buddhist.

budding /'badiy/ adj studying to be, hop-
ing to be

buddy /'badi/ noun mainly US a friend (in-
formal) (NOTE: The plural is buddies.)
budge /bad3z/ verb to move

budgerigar /'badzoriga:/ noun a small
colourful tropical bird often kept as a pet
(NOTE: often called a budgie)

@ budget /'badzit/ noun 1. an amount
of money that can be spent on something O
There isn’t enough money in the household
budget to pay for a new carpet. 0 publicity
budget money allowed for spending on
publicity O We've increased the publicity
budget by 50%. 2. O the Budget the
government’s plans for spending and tax ®
adj costing less than usual. Synonym
cheap. Antonym expensive B verb to plan
how you will spend money in the future
O It would be helpful if you learnt to budget.
O They are having to budget carefully before
going on holiday in Greece. O to budget for
to plan to spend money on something O
We’re budgeting for a 10% increase in elec-
tricity prices.

budgetary /'bad3zit(o)r1/ adj referring to a
budget. Synonym financial
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budget travel /bad3zit 'treev(e)l/ noun
cheap travel

budgie /'badzi/ noun same as budgerigar
(informal)

buff /baf/ adj of a pale brown colour © The
document you're looking for is in a buff
folder. m noun 1. a pale brown colour O This
type of envelope comes in blue, green and
buff only. 2. an enthusiast O This is the best
dictionary for crossword buffs. 3. O in the
buff naked (informal) O Give me time to
dress, I'm in the buff just now. O They all
stripped to the buff and plunged into the lake.
W verb to make something shine O Young re-
cruits have to spend hours buffing their
boots. Synonym polish

buffalo /'bafalou/ noun 1. same as water
buffalo O The old man was walking behind a
plough pulled by a pair of buffaloes. 2. a
large wild animal with long hair, like a large
bull, which used to be common in North
America but is reduced in numbers. Also
called bison (NOTE: The plural is buffaloes
or buffalo; for a group, you say a herd of
buffalo.)

® buffer /'bafa/ noun 1. a shock-absorbing
pad O The cushion acts as a buffer between
the two pieces of machinery. O The train
failed to stop and crashed into the buffers. 2.
something placed between two powerful
forces, which prevents problems occurring
between them O The UN tried to establish a
buffer zone between the two factions.

buffer state /'bafo stert/ noun a small
country between two large opposing states
buffet /'bafit/ noun /'bufer/ 1. a meal
where the food is in dishes on a table, and
each person helps himself O The hotel serves
a buffet breakfast. 2. a sideboard m verb to
push someone or something around in an un-
controlled way O She stood on the deck, buf-
feted by the wind.

buffet car /'bufer ka:/ noun the part of a
train where you can buy drinks and snacks.
Compare restaurant car

buffoon /ba'fuin/ noun someone who acts
in a funny or stupid way (dated). Synonym
clown

® bug /bag/ noun 1. an insect O What are
these bugs on the roses? 2. a germ O She got
a stomach bug on holiday. 3. an error in a
computer program O You need a special pro-
gram to remove the bugs in the system. ®
verb 1. to plant a hidden microphone O They
met in Hyde Park because he was afiraid his
flat had been bugged. 2. to annoy someone O
What'’s bugging him? (NOTE: bugging —
bugged)

bugbear /'bagbea/ noun something that
upsets or annoys someone. Synonym
problem
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bugging device /'bagiy di,vars/ noun a
hidden microphone

buggy /'bagi/ noun 1. a little electric car
for one or two people O Beach buggies have
very large tyres so that they can drive on
sand. O Some people hire buggies when they
play golf. 2. a light folding chair with wheels
for pushing a baby in O She pushed the buggy
across the busy road.

bugle /'bju:g(a)l/ noun a brass musical in-
strument similar to a trumpet, mainly used in
the army

@ build /bild/ noun the shape of the body O
She’s a girl of slender build. O He has the
same build as his father. Synonym shape ®
verb to make something by putting things to-
gether O The house was only built last year.
O They are planning to build a motorway
across the field. O The children built sand
castles on the beach. O He built his business

from scratch. (NOTE: building — built /b1lt/)

® builder /'bildo/ noun a person who
builds buildings

@ building /'bildig/ noun 1. something
which has been built, such as a house, rail-
way station or factory O The flood washed
away several buildings. O His office is on the
top floor of the building. 2. used in names of
large office blocks O the Shell Building 3. the
action of constructing something O The
building of the pyramids must have taken
many years.

building blocks /'bildiy bloks/ plural
noun 1. small pieces of wood, used by chil-
dren to build structures such as castles O
Most children like to play with building
blocks. 2. one of the parts which form a
whole O Printed books are the essential
building blocks of a national library.
building site /'bildiy sart/ noun a piece of
land where a large building is being built

® building society /'bildig so,saroti/
noun an organisation which pays interest on
people’s savings and lends money to people
buying houses or flats

build up /,bild 'Ap/ verb to increase O The
pressure is building up on him to resign. O
Gas built up rapidly in the boiler until it
exploded.

build-up /'bild Ap/ noun 1. the prepara-
tions for something 2. a gradual increase in
something O a build-up of traffic 3. a flatter-
ing description of someone or something O
We'd expected someone funnier after all the
build-up.

-built /b1lt/ suffix made or constructed
built-in /'b1lt m/ adj made as part of a room
or machine

built-up area /,bilt ap 'eario/ noun area
of a town where there are many buildings



bulb

® bulb /balb/ noun 1. a fat underground
part of some plants, from which leaves and
flowers grow O She planted daffodil bulbs all
round the house. 2. a glass ball which gives
electric light O You'll need a ladder to
change the bulb.

bulbous /'balbas/ adj fat and round. Syn-
onym rounded

bulge /bald3/ noun a swelling O There’s a
little bulge in the carpet — I guess we’ll find
the missing toy underneath. Synonym protu-
berance m verb 0O to bulge with to be fat
with O Her pockets were bulging with bun-
dles of notes. O Father’s briefcase bulged not
with important papers but with toys for his
children.

bulging /'baldziy/ adj sticking out
bulimia /bju:'limia/ noun a psychological
condition where the patient eats too much
and is incapable of controlling their eating
bulk /balk/ noun a large amount o in bulk
in large quantities O I¢ is cheaper to buy sta-
tionery for the school in bulk. O the bulk of
most of O The bulk of our sales are in Eu-
rope. O She finished the bulk of the work be-
fore lunch.

bulkhead /'balkhed/ noun a wall inside a
ship or aircraft

bulky /'balki/ adj awkwardly large (NOTE:
bulkier — bulkiest)

bull /bul/ noun 1. a male of the cow family
O Be careful when you cross the field —
there’s a bull in it. O to take the bull by the
horns to try to deal with a difficult problem
(informal) O He decided to take the bull by
the horns and tell his father that he was leav-
ing the family firm. 2. a male animal O a bull
walrus O a bull elephant 3. a person who be-
lieves that stock market prices will rise
bulldog /'buldpg/ noun a short strong dog
with a flat face

bulldoze /'buldouz/ verb 1. to knock down
or to clear using a bulldozer O They bull-
dozed the old farm buildings. 2. to force 0 he
bulldozed his proposal through the com-
mittee he forced the committee to agree to
his proposal

bulldozer /'buldouza/ noun a large power-
ful tractor with a curved plate in front for
pushing or moving earth

bullet /'bulit/ noun a piece of metal fired
from a hand gun O He loaded his gun with
bullets. O Two bullets had been fired.
bulletin /'bulstin/ noun information on a
situation

bulletin board /'bulitin bo:d/ noun1. US
a board on which notices can be placed
(NOTE: The British term is noticeboard.) 2.
(on the Internet) a system of sending mes-
sages or advertising events O She advertised
the concert on the bulletin board.
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bullet point /'bulit pomnt/ noun a printed
symbol before a word or other item in a list
bullet-proof /'bulitpru:f/ adj made so that
bullets cannot go through

bullfight /'bulfait/ noun an entertainment
in Spain, where a man fights a bull
bullfighter /'bulfaito/ noun a man who
fights bulls

bullfinch /'bulfint[/ noun a small finch
with red breast

bullfrog /'bulfrog/ noun a large frog
bullion /'bulian/ noun gold or silver bars
bullish /'bulif/ adj feeling that the stock
market is likely to rise

bull market /'bul ;ma:kit/ noun a period
when prices on the stock market rise as peo-
ple buy shares because they think share
prices will rise still further. Antonym bear
market

bullock /'bulok/ noun a young castrated
bull

bull’s eye /'bulz a1/ noun 1. the centre of
the target which you try to hit in sports such
as archery, darts or rifle shooting O This tar-
get is not easy, the bull’s eye is very small. 2.
a direct hit in the centre of a target O No one
scored a bull’s eye. 3. a large striped pepper-
mint sweet O He bought a packet of bull’s
eyes.

bully /'buli/ noun a person who hurts or is
unkind to weaker people (dated) O He’s a
bully and is always trying to frighten smaller
children. Synonym tormentor (NOTE: The
plural is bullies.) m verb to be unkind to
someone who is weaker O She was bullied by
the other children in school. Synonym intim-
idate (NOTE: bullying - bullied)

bum /bam/ (informal) noun 1. a person’s
bottom O He just sits on his bum all day, do-
ing nothing. 2. US a person who sits around
doing nothing © Can'’t you bums find some-
thing to do? 3. a person who is very keen on
something O a ski bum B verb O to bum
something off someone to ask someone for
something O He always trying to bum ciga-
rettes off his friends. O Can I bum a
cigarette?

bum bag /'bam bag/ noun a small bag at-
tached to a belt for keeping valuables in
bumblebee /'bamb(a)lbiz/ noun a large
brown furry bee

bumbling /'bambliy/ adj confused and in-
efficient (informal)

bumf /bamf/ noun paper, usually useless
documents O What's all this pile of bumf on
my desk?

® bump /bamp/ noun 1. a slight knock O
The boat hit the landing stage with a bump.
2. a raised place O Drive slowly, the road is
full of bumps. 3. a raised place on your body,
where something has hit it O He has a bump



bumper

on the back of his head. m verb to hit some-
thing or a part of the body O He'’s crying be-
cause he bumped his head on the door.
bumper /‘bampo/ adj very large O a
bumper crop of corn O We're publishing a
bumper edition of children’s stories. O Last
year was a bumper year for sales of mobile
phones. Synonym plentiful m noun a protec-
tive bar on the front and back of a car 0 He
backed into a lamppost and dented the rear
bumper. O There was a mile-long traffic jam
with cars standing bumper-to-bumper.
bump into /bamp 'mtu:/ verb 1. to hit
slightly O Be careful not to bump into the
wall when you're reversing. 2. 0 to bump
into someone to meet someone by chance O
1 bumped into him at the station.

bump off /bamp 'of/ verb to murder
someone (slang). Synonym kill

bump start /'bamp sta:t/ verb to start a
car engine when the battery is flat by
putting it into gear and then pushing it O
We bump started the car and drove to town to
get a new battery. ® noun the process of
starting a car engine when the battery is
flat by putting it into gear and then pushing it
O Two passers-by gave me a bump start.
Compare jump start

bumpy /'bampi/ adj not smooth (NOTE:
bumpier — bumpiest)

® bun /ban/ noun 1. a little round bread or

cake O Hamburgers are made of minced beef

fried and served in a bun. O The icing on
these buns is too sweet. 2. hair tied up in a
knot O She wears her hair in a bun.

@ bunch /bant [/ noun 1. a group of things
taken together O He carries a bunch of keys
attached to his belt. O He brought her a
bunch of flowers. O I work with a nice bunch
of people. 2. several small fruits on the same
stem O a bunch of grapes O a bunch of ba-
nanas O the pick of the bunch the best out
of the group 3. a group of people taken to-
gether O They 're a nice bunch of people. O
Bunches of people were waiting on street
corners. O A bunch of racing cyclists came
round the corner. (NOTE: The plural is
bunches.) m verb to form a group O There
were three candidates with excellent results,
with the rest bunched together at the 50%
mark.

bundle /'band(a)l/ noun a parcel of things

wrapped up or tied up together O 4 bundle of

clothes was all she possessed. O He produced
a bundle of papers tied up with green string.
O She left her clothes in a bundle on the
floor. 0 bundle of nerves a very nervous
person (informal) m verb 1. to put things
somewhere quickly without being careful O
He bundled the papers into a drawer. O She
bundled the children off to school. O The po-
lice bundled him into the back of their van. 2.
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to sell a software programme at the same
time as you sell hardware, both sold together
at a special price O The word-processing
package is bundled with the computer.

bung /ban/ noun something which is used
to block a hole, as in a wine cask ®m verb to
throw (informal) O Don’t keep that paper —
Just bung it in the wastepaper basket.

@ bungalow /'bapgolou/ noun a house
with only a ground floor
bungee-jumping /'bandzi: ,dzampiy/
noun a sport which consists of jumping from
a high point such as a bridge when attached
by your ankles to a long elastic cable, so that
instead of hitting the ground, you bounce up
into the air

bungle /'bang(®)l/ verb to do something
badly (informal)

bungler /'banglo/ noun a person who has
done a job badly (informal)

bunion /'banjon/ noun a swelling of the
first joint of the big toe

bunk /bagk/ noun 1. a bed attached to a
wall, especially in a ship O He climbed up
into his bunk and fell asleep. O Do you want
the top bunk or the bottom one? 2. 0O to do a
bunk to run away (informal) O As soon as
they saw the police van, they did a bunk
across some waste land.

bunk beds /'bank bedz/ plural noun two
beds one on top of the other, with a ladder to
climb to the top one O We put the children in
bunk beds because they take up less space.
bunker /'bagka/ noun 1. a room with espe-
cially strong walls, often underground O The
soldiers defended the bunker for several
days. O As the enemy approached, the minis-
ters hid in a bunker under the presidential
palace. 2. an open pit filled with sand placed
on a golf course to trap balls and make diffi-
culties for the players

® bunny /'bani/ noun a child’s name for a
rabbit (informal) (NOTE: The plural is bun-
nies.)

Bunsen burner /banson 'b3ina/ noun a
piece of equipment with a small gas flame,
used in laboratories

bunting /'bantig/ noun 1. a type of small
singing bird (NOTE: The plural is buntings.)
2. strings of small flags O They draped bunt-
ing across the front of the building. (NOTE:
no plural in this meaning)

buoy /bo1/ noun a floating marker in the
sea, or in a lake or river O Light buoys
show the harbour’s entrance at night. O The
canoes will race around the buoys at the
end of the lake. ®m verb O to buoy someone
up to cheer someone up O 4 win in the
quarter-finals kept the fans buoyed up.
buoyancy /'boronsi/ noun the quality of
being able to float



buoyant

buoyant /'boront/ adj 1. which can float
easily, which helps something float easily O
The raft became waterlogged and was no
longer buoyant. O Salt water is more buoyant
than fresh water. 2. full of confidence O She
left the meeting in a very buoyant mood.
burble /'b3:b(a)l/ noun a low continuous
sound O The burble of little children playing
in the garden. m verb to make a low continu-
ous sound O The brook burbled softly outside
the window.

® burden /'bs:dn/ noun 1. a heavy load O
He relieved her of her burden. 2. something
hard to bear O [ think he finds running the of-
fice at his age something of a burden. O to
make someone’s life a burden to make
someone’s life difficult

bureau /'bjuarou/ noun 1. an office O He
filed the report from the New York bureau. 2.
an antique desk 3. US a chest of drawers O
My socks are in the bureau in the bedroom.
4. US a section of a government department
(NOTE: The plural is bureaux /'bjuaravz/.)
bureaucracy /bjuo'rokrosi/ noun 1. a
group of officials working for central or local
government, or for an international body O
The investigation of complaints is in the
hands of the local bureaucracy. 2. a compli-
cated official system O Red tape and bureau-
cracy slow down charitable work. O I'm fed
up with all this bureaucracy, just to get an
export licence.

bureaucrat /'bjuorokreet/ noun a person
who runs an office or government depart-
ment. Synonym official

bureaucratic /,bjuara'kreetik/ adj refer-
ring to official systems and processes
bureau de change /bjuvorouv do '[on3z/
noun an office where you can change foreign
money (NOTE: The plural is bureaux de
change.)

burgeoning /'ba:dzoniy/ adj growing fast
burgh /'bars/ noun same as borough
(Scotland)

® burglar /'bs:glo/ noun a person who tries
to get into a building to steal. Synonym thief
burglar alarm /'bs:glor o laim/ noun a
piece of equipment which makes a loud noise
if someone enters a building illegally
burglary /'ba:gleri/ noun a robbery by a
burglar. Synonym break-in

burgle /'b3:g(o)l/ verb to enter a building
and steal things from it. Synonym rob
burgundy /'b3:gondi/ noun 1. red and
white wine from Burgundy in the central part
of France O Would you prefer a white or a
red burgundy with your quails? 2. a dark red
colour O Burgundy is not a colour I would
choose for a car. m adj dark red O Is this bur-
gundy sports car yours?
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® burial /'berial/ noun a ceremony of bury-
ing a dead person

burial ground /'berial gravnd/ noun a
piece of land where people are buried when
they are dead. Synonym cemetery

burly /'ba:li/ adj (of a person) strong and
solid. Synonym brawny (NOTE: burlier —
burliest)

@ burn /b3:in/ noun 1. a burnt area of the
skin or a surface O She had burns on her face
and hands. O There’s a burn on the edge of
the table where he left his cigarette. 2. (in
Scotland) a small river m verb 1. to damage
or destroy by fire or by heat O All our clothes
were burnt in the hotel fire. O She burnt her
finger on the hot frying pan. O The hotel was
burnt to the ground last year. O The sun and
wind burnt his face. O look, you’ve burnt
the bacon you’ve cooked the bacon so much
that it is black O to burn the candle at both
ends to work much too hard (informal) O He
gets up early to go to the office, and comes
home late — he’s burning the candle at both
ends. O to have or get your fingers burnt to
suffer a loss O He got his fingers burnt in the
American legal case. 0 he’s burnt his boats
or his bridges he can’t go back now 2. to be
on fire O The firemen were called to the
burning school. 3. to use as a fuel O The
cooker burns gas.

burn down /bs:n 'davn/ verb 1. to de-
stroy something completely by fire O They
were playing with matches and burnt the
house down. 2. to be destroyed completely
by fire O The building had burnt down before
the firemen arrived.

burner /'b3ina/ noun a piece of equipment
with a flame for heating something o to put
something on the back burner to delay
dealing with something O All decisions about
the project have been put on the back burner.
burning /'ba:niy/ adj 1. very hot © The
baby must have a temperature — his face is
burning. O Careful, the pan is burning hot. 2.
painful, as though being touched by some-
thing hot O She had a burning pain in her left
eye. 3. very keen O He had a burning desire
to go to Egypt. 4. O burning question an im-
portant matter, which is likely to cause a lot
of argument O Who will be the new mayor,
that is the burning question at the moment.
burn out/ ba:n 'avt/ verb 1. to destroy the
inside completely by fire O The restaurant
was completely burnt out. 2. O to burn your-
self out to work so hard that you cannot work
any more O She burnt herself out setting up
her own business.

® burnt /ba:nt/ adjblack with fire
burnt-out /bsint 'avt/ adj completely
tired physically or emotionally through too
much hard work, stress, or fast living



burp

burp /ba:p/ noun the noise when bringing
up air from the stomach O When the baby
stops drinking, pat him gently on the back
until he makes a burp. m verb 1. to make a
burp O There is nothing like a fizzy drink to
make you burp. 2. O to burp a baby to make
a baby burp by gently patting on the back O
Have you burped the baby yet?

burrow /'barau/ noun a rabbit hole O The
rabbits all popped down into their burrow
when we came near. ® verb to dig under-
ground O Moles have burrowed under the
lawn.

bursar /'bs:so/ noun a person in charge of
the finances of a school or college

bursary /'ba:s(a)ri/ noun money given to
some students to help them pay for their
studies

@ burst /bs:ist/ noun 1. a sudden loud
sound O There was a burst of gunfire and
then silence. O Bursts of laughter came from
the office. 2. a sudden effort or activity O He
put on a burst of speed. O In one of her peri-
odical bursts of efficiency she sorted out the
old stock. m verb to explode suddenly O 4
water main burst in the High Street. O When
she picked up the balloon it burst. O the
river burst its banks the river flooded o to
be bursting at the seams to be very full, not
to have any more space O The schools are
bursting at the seams.

bursting /'baistip/ adj 1. eager to say
something O He was bursting to tell everyone
the news. 2. full of an emotion O She was
bursting with pride at her children’s success.
burst into /'baist mtu:/ verb 1. to enter
unexpectedly, in a rush O She burst into the
meeting waving a bundle of papers. 2. to start
to do something suddenly O She opened the
letter and burst into tears. O The building
burst into flames.

burst out /,ba:st 'avt/ verb 1. to suddenly
start O She burst out laughing. 2. to say
something loudly O He burst out into a string
of insults. 3. to leave quickly O She burst out
of the shop, and started running down the
Street.

bury /'beri/ verb to put into the ground O
He was buried in the local cemetery. O Squir-
rels often bury nuts in the autumn. O to bury
your face in your hands to hide your face in
your hands, because you are embarrassed or
sad O to bury your head in the sand to pre-
tend that a danger or problem does not exist
(informal) o to bury the hatchet to make
peace with someone after an argument

® bus /bas/ noun a large motor vehicle
which carries passengers O He goes to work
by bus. O She takes the 8 o’clock bus to
school every morning. O We missed the last
bus and had to walk home. O The number 6
bus goes to Oxford Street.
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busboy /'basboi/ noun US a boy or young
man who helps a waiter in a restaurant by
clearing dishes, bringing water, etc.

@ bush /buf/ noun 1. a small tree © An ani-
mal was moving in the bushes. O A holly bush
with red berries. (NOTE: The plural is
bushes.) 2. o the bush (in Africa, India,
etc.) land covered with bushes or low trees O
They walked through the bush for several
days before finding a village.

bushel /'buf(a)l/ noun a measure of dry
goods, such as grain (equal to 56 pounds)
bush telegraph /bu[ 'teligra:f/ noun in-
formation which is passed by people talking
to each other, usually on the phone (informal)
bushy /'bui/ adj (of hair) growing thickly.
Synonym luxuriant. Antonym sparse
(NOTE: bushier — bushiest)

busily /'bizili/ advin a busy way. Synonym
actively. Antonym lazily

@ business /'biznis/ noun 1. an occupa-
tion or trade, the work of buying or selling
things O She works in the electricity business.
O They do a lot of business with France. 0 on
business working O The sales director is in
Holland on business. 2. a company O She
runs a photography business. O He runs a
secondhand car business. (NOTE: The plural
is businesses.) 3. an affair or concern O it’s
none of your business it’s nothing to do with
you

business card /'biznis ka:d/ noun a card
showing a businessman’s name and the name
and address of the company he works for
business class /'biznis kla:s/ noun
travel which is less expensive than first class
business hours /'biznis avoz/ plural
noun the time when a business is open, usu-
ally 9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. (NOTE: The plural in
this meaning is businesses)
businesslike /'biznislaik/ adj practical
and efficient

businessman /'biznisman/ noun a man
who is engaged in business, or who runs a
business (NOTE: The plural is business-
men.)

business park /'biznis pa:k/ noun a
group of small offices or small industrial
buildings built together

businessperson /'biznas,p3:s(o)n/
noun a person who works in business, or who
runs a business

business plan /'biznis plen/ noun a plan
of the future development of a business
business woman /'biznis ,wumon/
noun a woman who is engaged in business,
or who runs a business (NOTE: The plural is
businesswomen.)

busk /bask/ verb to entertain people in the
street



busker

busker /'baska/ noun a person who sings
or plays a musical instrument, to entertain
people in the street

busking /'baskiy/ noun the practice of
singing or playing a musical instrument to
entertain people in the street

bus lane /'bas lein/ noun a part of a road
where only buses may go

busman’s holiday /basmonz 'holider/
noun spare time which is spent doing some-
thing similar to your normal job (informal)
bus pass /'bas pa:s/ noun a special ticket
allowing you to use a bus at a cheaper rate, or
without paying at all

bus shelter /'bas ,[elta/ noun a construc-
tion with a roof where you can wait for a bus
bus station /bas 'sterf(o)n/, coach sta-
tion /kout[ 'sterf(e)n/ noun a place where
coaches or buses begin or end their journeys
® bus stop /'bas stop/ noun a place where
a bus stops and passengers can get on or off
bust /bast/ noun 1. a sculpture of the head

and shoulders O Have you seen the bust of

the Prime Minister ? 2. a woman’s breasts W
adj (informal) 1. broken O The washing ma-
chine’s bust. 2. O to go bust to fail, to be
bankrupt O Thousands of people lost their
savings when the bank went bust. ®m verb to
break (informal) O She’s bust my precious
vase! O He hit the ball hard and it bust a win-
dow. (NOTE: busting — busted or bust)
bustle /'bas(o)l/ noun 1. a situation where
people are hurrying around O It’s nice to sit
quietly at home after the bustle of the office.
2. a pad at the back of a Victorian dress m
verb to hurry around doing things O She bus-
tled around the kitchen getting dinner ready.
bustling /'bas(o)liy/ adj very busy
bust-up /,bast 'ap/ noun (informal) 1. the
breaking up of something such as a relation-
ship or an organisation 2. a fight or bad
argument

® busy /'bizi/ adj working on something,
doing something O He was busy mending the
dishwasher. O I was too busy to phone my
aunt. O The busiest time for shops is the week
before Christmas. O the line’s busy at the
moment someone is using the phone line O
the street is busy a street is full of pedestri-
ans and traffic m verb O to busy yourself
with something to occupy yourself, to keep
yourself busy doing something O My sister
likes to busy herself with the garden now
she’s retired.

busybody /'bizibodi/ noun a person who
is too interested in what other people do (in-
formal) (NOTE: The plural is busybodies.)
@ but /bat, bat/ conj coming before a con-
trast O He is very tall, but his wife is quite
short. O We would like to come to your party,
but we re doing something else that evening.
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O I'm sorry, but there are no seats lefi. ®
prep except O Everyone but me is allowed to
go to the cinema. O They had eaten nothing
but apples. m adv only O This is but one of
his mistakes. O We can but try.

butane /'bju:temn/ noun a gas made from
petroleum, used for heating and cooking and
sold in special containers

butch /but |/ adj (of a woman) not appear-
ing to be very feminine

® butcher /'but o/ noun a man who pre-
pares and sells meat O Ask the butcher to pre-
pare the pheasants for you. m verb to kill
violently O The soldiers set fire to the village
and butchered the inhabitants.

butler /'batla/ noun the most important
male servant in a house, who serves at table,
especially dealing with wine

butt /bat/ noun 1. a large container for wa-
ter or wine O It has rained a lot lately and the
rainwater butt is overflowing. 2. the end of a
cigarette which has been smoked O He
picked up old butts from the pavement. 3. the
end of the handle of a gun which presses
against the shoulder of the person firing it O
The prisoners were beaten with rifle butts. 4.
a person whom other people laugh at O He
will always be the butt of their criticism if he
doesn’t dress any better. 5. a push with the
head O The goat came up behind him and
gave him a butt with its head. 6. US buttocks
O to give someone a kick in the butt m verb to
push with the head O The goat lowered its
head and butted him.

® butter /'bata/ noun a yellow fat made
from cream, used on bread or for cooking O
Could you pass the butter, please? O Don't
spread the butter so thick. O Fry the mush-
rooms in butter. (NOTE: no plural: some but-
ter; a knob of butter) m verb 1. to spread
butter on something O She was busy butter-
ing slices of bread for the sandwiches. 2. 0 to
butter someone up to flatter someone, to
praise someone without really believing it to
be true (informal) O Just butter up the boss a
bit — tell him how good his golf is.
buttercup /'batokap/ noun a common yel-
low flower found in fields

butter-fingers /'bato ,fingez/ noun a per-
son who often drops things (informal)

® butterfly /'batoflar/ noun 1. an insect
with large brightly-coloured wings which co-
mes out in daylight O Butterflies come out in
the sunshine. 2. O to have butterflies in the
stomach to feel very nervous (informal) O
She had butterflies in the stomach before the
interview.

butterfly stroke /'batoflar strouk/ noun
a style of swimming where the two arms are
lifted forwards at the same time and pushed
down into the water while kicking the legs



buttermilk

buttermilk /'batomilk/ noun the thin milk
left after butter has been made from cream
butterscotch /'batoskot[/ noun a sweet
made from butter and sugar

butt in/,bat 'in/ verb to interrupt
buttock /'batok/ noun one of the sides of
someone’s buttocks

buttocks /'bataks/ plural noun the part of
the body on which you sit

® button /'bat(o)n/ noun 1. a little round
disc for fastening clothes that you push
through a buttonhole O The wind is cold — do
up the buttons on your coat. O A button’s
come off my shirt. 2. alittle round disc which
you push to operate something such as a bell
O Press the ‘up’ button to call the lifi. O Push
the red button to set off the alarm. ® verb to
fasten with buttons O He buttoned (up) his
coat because it was cold.

button-down collar /bat(e)n daon
'kolo/ noun a shirt collar held down with a
button at each point

buttonhole /'bat(o)nhouvl/ noun 1. a hole
through which a button goes when it is fas-
tened O You've put the button in the wrong
buttonhole. 2. a flower worn in a little but-
tonhole on a collar © He wore a buttonhole to
the office every day. m verb to stop someone
and start talking to him (informal)

button mushroom /'bat(o)n ,maru:m/
noun a small round white mushroom
buttress /'batros/ noun a wall or strong
pillar built against another wall to support it
O There are three buttresses on the side wall
of the church. (NOTE: The plural is but-
tresses.) m verb to support O You'll need
more evidence than that to buttress your ar-
gument. Synonym strengthen

buxom /'baksom/ adj (of a woman) plump
and attractive (humorous) (NOTE: only used
of women)

@ buy /bai/ verb to get something by paying
money O I bought a newspaper on my way to
the station. O She’s buying a flat. O She
bought herself a pair of ski boots. © What did
you buy your mother for her birthday?
(NOTE: buying — bought /bo:t/) m noun
something bought. Synonym purchase o a
good buy something which you have bought
which is worth the money spent O That cam-
era you bought was a very good buy.

® buyer /'baro/ noun a person who buys.
Synonym purchaser

buyer’s market /'baioz ,ma:kit/ noun a
market where products are sold cheaply be-
cause there are more sellers than buyers.
Compare seller’s market

buy off /bar 'nf/ verb o te buy someone
off to pay someone not to do something O
They were going to print the story in the local
newspaper but we managed to buy them off.

102

bye

buy out / bar 'aut/ verb o to buy someone
out to buy a partner’s share in a business O
The co-founder of the firm bought out the
other shareholders.

buyout /'baravt/ noun same as takeover
buy up /,bar 'ap/ verb to buy a large quan-
tity of something

buzz /baz/ noun 1. a noise like the noise
made by a bee O [ can hear a buzz but I can’t
see the bee. O The buzz of an electric saw in
the garden next door. 2. a feeling of excite-
ment O She gets a buzz from skiing fast
downhill. 3. a telephone call O Give me a
buzz tomorrow. (NOTE: The plural is
buzzes.) m verb 1. to make a noise like a bee
O Wasps were buzzing round the jam. 2. (of
aircraft) to fly close to another aircraft to
force it to go away O The plane was buzzed
by enemy fighters and forced to land.
buzzard /'bazod/ noun a large bird of prey
buzzer /'baza/ noun a piece of equipment
which buzzes as a signal of something

buzz off /,baz 'vf/ verb to go away (infor-
mal)

buzzword /'bazw3:d/ noun a word which
is frequently used (informal). Synonym
slogan

@ by /bai/ prep 1. near O The house is just
by the bus stop. O Sit down here by me. 2. be-
fore, not later than O They should have ar-
rived by now. O You must be home by eleven
o’clock. O It must be finished by Friday. 3.
showing means or way O Send the parcel by
airmail. O Get in touch with the office by
phone. O They came by car. O She caught a
cold by standing in the rain. O You make
buck’s fizz by adding champagne to orange
Juice. O She paid by cheque, not by credit
card. 4. showing the person or thing that did
something O a painting by Van Gogh O
‘Hamlet’ is a play by Shakespeare. O A CD
recorded by our local group. O The postman
was bitten by the dog. O She was knocked
down by a car. 5. 0 by yourself alone O
Don''t sit at home all by yourself. O She made
the hat all by herself. O Can you find your
way to the station by yourself? 6. showing
how much O We sell tomatoes by the kilo. O
Eggs are sold by the dozen. O Prices have
been increased by 5%. O They won by 4
goals to 2. 7. showing the size of something
O The table is 60cm long by 25 wide. m adv
1. past O She drove by without seeing us. 2. 0
by and large in general O By and large, the
trains run on time. O by far very much O 4
bike is by far the cheapest way to travel
round London. O Of all small cars, this one
uses by far the least amount of petrol. Syn-
onym considerably

bye' /bai/ noun (in cricket) a run scored
without the batsman having hit the ball o to
have a bye (in sport) to pass to the next
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round of a competition without having to
play

@ bye? /ba1/, bye-bye /bar 'bar/ inter
goodbye

byelaw /'bailo:/, by-law noun 1. a rule or
law made by a local authority or public body
but not by central government O 4 local
byelaw says that this path is a public right of
way. O Byelaws must be made by bodies
which have been authorised by Parliament.
2. one of a set of rules for running a club O
According to the byelaws, the president is
elected for three years only.

by-election /'bar 1,lek[on/ noun an elec-
tion for Parliament when an MP has died or
retired. Antonym general

bygone /'baigon/ adj belonging to the past
O A painting of a bygone age. Synonym
past. Antonym future ®m noun o to let by-
gones be bygones to ignore something un-
pleasant that happened in the past O After ten
vears of not speaking to each other they fi-
nally decided to let bygones be bygones.
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by-line /'bar lain/ noun the line at the be-
ginning or end of an article in a newspaper,
giving the name of the journalist who wrote it
bypass /'barpais/ noun a road round a
town O Take the bypass if you want to avoid
congestion in the town centre. B verb to go
round a town, avoiding the centre O It would
be better if you could bypass the town centre
on market day. O The main road bypasses the
town centre.

by-product /'bar ,prodakt/ noun a prod-
uct made as a result of manufacturing a main
product. Synonym side effect

bystander /‘baistends/ noun a person
near where something is happening. Syn-
onym onlooker. Antonym participant
byte /bait/ noun a group of eight bits which
a computer operates on as a single unit
(NOTE: usually used in compounds kilo-
byte, megabyte, etc. Do not confuse with
bite.)

byway /'barwel/ noun an unimportant road
byword /'barws:d/ noun 1. somebody or
something well-known for representing a
particular quality 2. a word or phrase which
is in common use
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C /sii/, C noun the third letter of the alphabet,
between B and D

C symbol carbon m abbr Celsius

cab /kab/ noun 1. a taxi, a car which takes
people from one place to another for money
O He took a cab to the airport. O She whis-
tled for a cab. O Can you phone for a cab,
please? O The office is only a short cab ride
from the railway station. O Cab fares are
very high in New York. 2. a separate part of a
large vehicle for a driver O The truck driver
climbed into his cab and started the engine.
cabaret /'keborer/ noun entertainment
given in a restaurant or club, with dancing
and singing

cabbage /'kebidz/ noun a vegetable with
large pale green or red leaves which you eat
cab driver /'keb ,draivo/, cabbie /'kabi/
noun the driver of a taxi

cabin /'’kebin/ noun 1. a small room on a
ship O We booked a first-class cabin on the
cruise. O She felt sick and went to lie down in
her cabin. 2. a small hut O He has a cabin by
a lake where he goes fishing. 3. the inside of
an aircraft O The aircraft is divided into three
separate cabins. O The first-class cabin is in
the front of the plane.

cabin crew /'kebin kru:/ plural noun the
people who look after the passengers on a
plane

@ cabinet /'’kabinat/ noun 1. a piece of
furniture with shelves O a china cabinet 2. a
committee formed of the most important
members of a government O The cabinet met
at 10 o’clock this morning. O There’s a cabi-
net meeting every Tuesday morning.
cabinetmaker /'kaebinat,meiks/ noun a
woodworker who makes fine furniture
cabinet minister /'kabmot ,minista/
noun a minister who is also a member of the
cabinet. » Prime Minister (NOTE: In the UK
and USA, Ministers are also called secre-
taries: the Foreign Secretary, Secretary for
Commerce.)

® cable /'kerb(a)l/ noun 1. a wire for carry-
ing electricity O He ran a cable out into the
garden so that he could use his lawnmower.
2. a thick rope or wire O The ship was at-
tached to the quay by cables. 3. a wire for
sending messages underground or under the

sea O They 've been digging up the pavements
to lay cables. 4. a telegram O He sent a cable
to his office asking for more money. m verb
to send a telegram O He cabled his office to
ask them to send more money.

® cable car /'keib(a)l ka:/ noun 1. a vehi-
cle which goes up a mountain, hanging from
a wire O Ten people were killed when the ca-
ble car fell to the floor of the valley. 2. US (in
San Francisco) a type of tram which is
pulled by a metal cable set in a channel in the
road O We took the cable car down to Fisher-
man’s Wharf.

cable television / keib(o)l teli'viz(o)n/,
cable TV / keib(o)l ti:'vii/ noun a television
system where the signals are sent along un-
derground cables

cacao /ka'kav/ noun a tropical tree, whose
seeds are used to make cocoa and chocolate
cache /ke [/ noun a hidden store O The po-
lice found a cache of explosives in the shed.
| verb to file or store something O This pro-
gram can cache any size of font. (NOTE: Do
not confuse with cash.)

cackle /'kek(o)l/ noun 1. the noise made
by hens O to cut the cackle to stop talking
(slang) O Let’s cut the cackle and get down
to business. 2. a little high-pitched laugh m
verb 1. to chatter 2. to make a little
high-pitched laugh

cacophony /ka'kofani/ noun an unpleas-
ant mixture of loud sounds. Synonym
discord

cactus /'kektos/ noun a plant which grows
in the desert (NOTE: The plural is cactuses
or cacti /'kaktar/.)

CAD /keed/ abbr computer-aided design

cadaverous /ko'dev(e)res/ adj looking
like a dead body

caddie /'kedi/ noun a person who carries
the clubs for a golfer O Some of the best golf
professionals started as caddies. Synonym
assistant m verb o to caddie for someone
to carry a golfer’s clubs O My nephew is go-
ing to caddie for me this weekend.

caddy /'kadi/ noun 1. a little box for keep-
ing loose tea 2. same as caddie (NOTE: The
plural is caddies.)



cadenza

cadenza /ka'denzo/ noun a complicated
section for an instrument in the middle of
concerto or symphony

cadet /ko'det/ noun a young person train-
ing for the armed services or the police force.
Synonym trainee

cadge /kedz/ verb to try to get something
without having to pay for it (informal)
cadmium /'’kadmiom/ noun a grey metal
which can be poisonous to humans
caesarean /s1'zedrion/, caesarean sec-
tion /s1'zearion ,sekJan/ noun an operation
to deliver a baby by cutting through the ab-
dominal wall into the uterus

café /'kafe1/ noun a small restaurant selling
light meals O We had a snack in the station
café.

cafeteria / kafa'tiorio/ noun a self-service
restaurant

cafetiere / keafa'tjea/ noun a coffee pot
where you push down a filter to make the
coffee

caffeine /'kafimn/ noun an alkaloid found
in coffee, chocolate and tea which acts as a
stimulant. » decaffeinated

® cage /keids/ noun a box made of wire or
with metal bars for keeping birds or animals
so they cannot get out O The rabbit got out of
its cage. W verb to keep in a cage O He'’s pac-
ing about like a caged lion.

caged /kerd3d/ adj kept in a cage or prison
cagey /'kerdzi/ adj not wanting to share a
secret (informal). Synonym wary. Antonym
reckless (NOTE: cagier — cagiest)
cagoule /ka'gu:l/ noun a lightweight wa-
terproof anorak with a hood

cahoots /ka'hu:ts/ noun (informal) o to
be in cahoots with someone to work with
someone against another person O [ think
she’s in cahoots with the drugs gang.

cairn /kean/ noun a pile of stones to mark
an important spot

cajole /ko'dzoul/ verb o to cajole someone
into doing something to persuade someone
to do something O It is unbelievable — she
managed to cajole him into paying for her
trip to Bermuda.

@ cake /keik/ noun 1. food made by mixing
flour, eggs and sugar, and baking it O a piece
of cherry cake O She had six candles on her
birthday cake. O Have another slice of
Christmas cake. O Would you like some
chocolate cake? O it’s a piece of cake it’s
very easy (slang) O The exam was a piece of
cake — 1 finished it in half-an-hour! O you
can’t have your cake and eat it you can’t
benefit from two opposing things 2. a small
piece of something O a cake of soap 3. food
made by mixing ingredients together into
small round pieces which are then fried © 4
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meal of fishcakes and chips. m verb to dry
and form a hard crust on something

caked /keikt/ adj covered with something
that has become dry and hard O His boots
were caked with mud.

cake mix /'kerk miks/ noun the main in-
gredients for a cake which are bought ready
mixed in a packet

calamity /ko'lemiti/ noun a disaster
(NOTE: The plural is calamities.)

calcify /'keelsifar/ verb to turn something
into calcium or lime

® calcium /'kalsiom/ noun a chemical ele-
ment which is found in different forms, e.g.
in chalk rocks, shells, bones and teeth, water,
milk and some plants, and is an important
part of a balanced diet O Their diet has a cal-
cium deficiency or is deficient in calcium.

@ calculate /'kalkju,lert/ verb to find the
answer to a problem using numbers O The
bank clerk calculated the rate of exchange
for the dollar. O I calculate that we have
enough money left for a meal. © He calcu-
lated that it would take us six hours to get to
Madrid. Synonym work out

calculated /'kalkjulertid/ adj deliberate.
Synonym intended. Antonym spontane-
ous O a calculated insult an insult which
was made on purpose

calculated risk /kealkjolertid ‘'risk/
noun a risk which you think you can take
calculating /'kelkjulertiy/ adj who
makes clever plans in a careful way and
thinks about all the possible results

@ calculation / kzlkju'lerf(a)n/ noun the
act of calculating O According to my calcula-
tions, we have enough fuel lefi to do only
twenty kilometres. O rough calculation a
quick calculation which may not give an ex-
actly correct answer to a problem using num-
bers O I made some rough calculations on
the back of an envelope.

® calculator /'kalkjulerts/ noun a ma-
chine for doing calculations

calculus /'kalkjules/ noun 1. a part of
mathematics which is the way of calculating
varying rates O Calculus is now taught in
sixth forms. 2. a hard mass like a little piece
of stone, which forms inside the body
calendar /'kelinda/ noun a paper showing
the days and months of the year

calendar month /'kalinde man6/ noun a
month from the first day to the last
calendar year /'kalinds ji1o/ noun the
twelve months from January 1st to December
31st

® calf /ka:f/ noun 1. a young cow or bull O
The cow stood in a corner of the field with
her two calves. 2. the young of some animals
such as elephants or seals O The beach was
covered with young seal calves. 3. (of a per-
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son) the back part of the leg between the an-
kle and the knee (NOTE: The plural is calves
/ka:vz/. The meat from a calf is veal.)
calibrate /'kelibreit/ verb to mark the de-
grees or measurements on a scale. Synonym
standardise

calibre /'keliba/ noun 1. the measurement
across the inside of a gun barrel O The two
bullets come from same calibre guns. 2. a
quality or ability which something or some-
one has, particularly when it is of a high stan-
dard O It’s work which he thinks is beneath a
person of his calibre. (NOTE: [all senses]
The US spelling is caliber.)

@ call /ko:l/ noun 1. a telephone conversa-
tion, or an attempt to get in touch with some-
one by telephone O Were there any calls for
me while I was out? O to make a call to dial
and speak to someone on the telephone O She
wants to make a (phone) call to Australia. O
to take a call to answer the telephone 2. a
telephone call or shout to wake someone O
He asked for an early morning call. o I want
a call at 7 o’clock I want someone to wake
me at 7 o’clock 3. a visit O The doctor made
three calls on patients this morning. O on
call available for duty 4. the song of a bird O
That'’s the call of the nightingale. 5. need O
There’s no call for anyone to be alarmed. ®
verb 1. to say something loudly to someone
who is some distance away, to tell someone
to come O Call the children when it’s time
for tea. O call me at 7 o’clock wake me up at
7 O to call a taxi to shout to a taxi to come 2.
to give someone or something a name O Our
cat’s called Felix. O They re going to call the
baby Sam. O His name is John but everyone
calls him Jack. © What do you call this com-
puter programme? 3. to telephone O If he co-
mes back, tell him I’ll call him when I'm in
the office. O Mr Smith is out — shall I ask him
to call you back? O Call the police — the shop
has been burgled! © Can you call me a cab,
please? 4. to visit O The doctor called at the
house, but there was no one there. O The
whole family called round to see if she was
better.

® callbox /'ko:lboks/ noun a public tele-
phone box (NOTE: The plural is callboxes.)
call centre /'ko:l 'sento/ noun a business
that deals with all the telephone calls that
people make to a large organisation, e.g. a
bank

caller /'ko:lo/ noun 1. a person who comes
to visit O She can’t see any callers today. 2. a
person who telephones O I picked up the
phone and the caller asked for my father.

® call for /'ko:l foi/ verb 1. o to call for
someone to go to someone’s house to meet
them and then go somewhere together © He
called for me to take me to the theatre. 2. to
need a particular skill or ability O Rescuing
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people with a helicopter calls for particular

flying skills.

calligraphy /ko'ligrofi/ noun the art of
beautiful handwriting, using a special pen
call in/ ko:l 'in/ verb 1. to ask somebody to
come and give advice or help 2. to telephone
a place of work in order to collect or leave a
message 3. to ask for a sum of money to be
paid back 4. to arrange for or request that
something be returned, e.g. goods that are not
suitable for sale 5. to make a short visit to
somebody, especially without making an ar-
rangement first

calling /'ko:lig/ noun a job which someone
does because they have a strong feeling that
they should do it, especially because it will
help other people. Synonym vocation

® call off / ko:l 'of/ verb to decide not to do
something which had been planned. Syn-
onym cancel

® call on /'ko:1 pn/ verb 1. to visit someone
O She called on her mother to see how she
was. 2. to ask someone to do something O
The police have called on everyone to watch
out for the escaped prisoner.

callous /'kalos/ adj hard, unfeeling. Syn-
onym heartless. Antonym warm-hearted
call out / ko:l 'aut/ verb 1. to ask a person
or an organisation to give help 2. to tell
workers to stop work to show they have an
official disagreement with the management
of the business 3. to challenge somebody to a
duel or fight 4. to ask somebody, e.g. a doc-
tor or someone whose job is to repair things,
to come to your house and deal with an
emergency

callow /'kalou/ adj young and with not
much  experience of life. Synonym
inexperienced

call sign /'ko:l sain/ noun letters or words
which identify a radio station

® call up / ko:l 'ap/ verb to tell someone to
join the army, navy or air force O Thousands
of men were called up at the beginning of the
war.

call-up /'ko:l Ap/ noun an order to join the
army. Synonym conscription

callus /'keelos/ noun a hard area of skin on
your body (NOTE: The plural is calluses.)
call waiting / ko:1 'wertiy/ noun a service
offered by a telephone company that allows
somebody to answer an additional call from
someone without losing their connection to
the current call

@ calm /ka:m/ adj quiet, not rough or ex-
cited O The sea was perfectly calm and no
one was seasick. O Keep calm, everything
will be all right. Synonym tranquil. Ant-
onym agitated (NOTE: calmer — calmest) m
noun a period of quiet O The calm of the
Sunday afternoon was broken by the sound of



calmly

jazz from the house next door. m verb to
make someone, or a situation, more peaceful
O to calm down to make someone quieter; to
become quieter and less annoyed O She
stroked his hand to try to calm him down. O
After shouting for some minutes he finally
calmed down.

calmly /'ka:mli/ adv quietly, in a way that
is not excited

calmness /'’ka:mnas/ noun the state of be-
ing quiet and calm. Synonym serenity. Ant-
onym restlessness

calorie /'’kelori/ noun 1. a unit of measure-
ment of energy in food O She’s counting cal-
ories to try to lose weight. O There are 250
calories in a pint of beer. 2. same as joule
calorific / kala'rifik/ adj 1. of heat 2. con-
taining many calories, and so likely to make
you fat

calyx /'keiliks/ noun the outer green cover-
ing of a flower, shaped like a cup, the part
which covers a flower bud (NOTE: The plural
is calyces or calyxes.)

cam /kem/ noun a moving part on a cam-
shaft, which makes the pistons move up and
down

camber /'’k&mba/ noun a slope towards the
side of a road or railway track (technical)
camcorder /'kamko:dos/ noun a small
portable camera for taking video pictures
with sound

@ came /kerm/ iy come

camel /'’kem(a)l/ noun a desert animal with
long legs and one or two humps

camellia /ka'mi:lia/ noun an evergreen
bush with large pink or white flowers
cameo /'kaemiov/ noun 1. a small stone
with a design of a head which stands out
against a darker background O For her birth-
day, she was given a pair of cameo earrings
and a matching brooch. 2. a small but impor-
tant part in a play or film O The film is worth
seeing if only for the cameo role played by
Gielgud.

@ camera /'’kem(a)ra/ noun 1. a machine
for taking photographs O He took a picture of
the garden with his new camera. O They went
on holiday and forgot to take their camera. O
Did you remember to put a film in your cam-
era? 2. O in camera in private (legal) O The
court heard the evidence in camera.
cameraman /'kem(o)romeen/ noun the
main film camera operator who is in charge
of the lighting and filming of a shot (NOTE:
The plural is cameramen.)

camomile  /'kemomall/ noun a
sweet-smelling plant, of which the white and
yellow flowers are used for making hot
drinks

camouflage /'kemofla:z/ noun 1. a
method of using coloured shapes or things
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such as branches or grass to hide something
O We used camouflage to hide the guns. 2.
the colours or patterns which some animals
have on their skin and which makes them
look similar to the area around them O 4
leopard’s spots are a form of camouflage
which makes the animal less easy to see in
long grass. m verb to hide the shape of some-
thing by using colours or patterns O The sol-
diers camouflaged the gun position with
branches of trees.

@ camp /kemp/ noun a place where people
live in tents or small buildings in the open air
O We set up camp halfway up the mountain.
m verb to spend a holiday or a period of time
in a tent O We go camping in Sweden every
summer. O They had camped by the side of
the lake.

® campaign /kem'pemn/ noun 1. an or-
ganised military attack O Napoleon’s Rus-
sian campaign of 1812 2. an organised
attempt to achieve something O A publicity
campaign or an advertising campaign. O
He’s organising a campaign against the new
motorway. O The government’s anti-smoking
campaign isn’t working. ®m verb 1. to take
part in a war O The ladies stayed at home
while the knights were away campaigning
against the French. 2. to work in an organ-
ised way to achieve something O cam-
paigning for the banning of landmines O to
campaign against nuclear reactors
campaigner /kem'peima/ noun a person
who campaigns. Synonym activist

camp bed /kemp 'bed/ noun a light fold-
ing bed (NOTE: The US term is cot.)
camper /'’kempa/ noun a person who goes
camping

camper van /'kempo v&n/, camper
/'’keempa/ noun a motor vehicle which you
can live in on holidays, smaller than a motor
caravan

camp fire /'’kemp faro/ noun a small out-
door fire at a camp

® camping /'’kempiy/ noun the activity of
going on holiday with a tent or caravan
campsite /'’kempsait/ noun an area for
camping, often including buildings with toi-
lets and showers

campus /'’kampas/ noun land on which a
university or college is built, and the build-
ings on it. Synonym grounds O to live on
campus to live in a students’ residence O A//
students live on campus during their first
Yyear at university.

camshaft /'’kem[a:ft/ noun a metal bar
with several cams on it, which lift pistons
one by one

® can /kan/ noun 1. a round metal con-
tainer for food or drink O He opened a can of
lemonade. O Empty beer cans were all over
the pavement. O Can you open a can of
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beans? (NOTE: British English also uses tin
to mean a container of food, but not of
drink.) 2. O to carry the can for something
to take responsibility or blame for something
(informal) © They all ran away and left me to
carry the can. m modal verb 1. to be able to
do something O He can swim well but he
can't ride a bike. O She can’t run as fast as [
can. O Can you remember what the doctor
told us to do? O I can’t bear to watch any
longer. 2. to be allowed to do something O
Children under 18 can’t drive cars. O He
says we can go in. O The policeman says we
can’t park here. 3. to ask politely O Can we
come in, please? O Can you shut the door,
please? (NOTE: The negative is cannot,
usually can’t. The past tense is could,
could not, usually couldn’t. Can and
could are only used with other verbs, and
are not followed by the word to.) m verb to
put food in cans O The town has a factory
where they can sardines. (NOTE: canning —
canned)

@ Canadian /ko'nerdion/ adj referring to
Canada O His mother is Canadian and so is
he. O She is a Canadian citizen. O The ticket
costs 250 Canadian dollars. ® noun a person
from Canada O How many Canadians are
there living in London?

canal /ka'nzl/ noun 1. an artificial river
made to allow boats to go from one place to
another O You can take a boat trip round the
canals of Amsterdam. 2. a tube in the body O
He is studying the alimentary canal.
canapé /'kanaper/ noun a small piece of
food such as bread with cheese or meat on
top, often served with drinks

canary /ka'neari/ noun a small yellow
singing bird

@ cancel /'kansal/ verb 1. to stop some-
thing which has been planned O The singer
was ill, so the show had to be cancelled. O
There is no refund if you cancel less than
three weeks before the date of departure. O
The trip was cancelled because the weather
was too bad. 2. to mark a postage stamp with
a rubber stamp to show that it has been used
(NOTE: cancelling — cancelled but the US
spelling is canceling — canceled)
cancellation /kensa'lerf(s)n/ noun 1.
the act of cancelling something O Cancella-
tions will be accepted until a week before de-
parture. O A cancellation fee of £50 will be
charged. 2. a seat, ticket or appointment
which is available again because the person
who bought it cannot use it O If we have a
cancellation for next week I'll call and let
you know.

@ cancer /'kensd/ noun a serious disease
in which cells grow in a way which is not
normal
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Cancer /'keensa/ noun one of the signs of
the Zodiac, shaped like a crab, covering the
period 22nd June to 22nd July

cancerous /'kensoros/ adj referring to
cancer

candid /'kendid/ adj (of a person) direct
or open, saying exactly what you think or
feel. Synonym frank. Antonym guarded o
to be candid about something to be open
about something O He'’s quite candid about
his ambition to be president. O to be candid
to say exactly what you think or feel O 7o be
candid, I don'’t like his novels at all.
candidacy /'kandidasi/ noun the state of
being a candidate

@ candidate /'kendidert/ noun 1. a per-
son who applies for a job O There are six
candidates for the post of assistant manager.
O We have asked three candidates to come
for an interview. 2. a person who is standing
for election O She accompanied the candi-
date round the constituency. 3. a person who
has entered for an examination O All candi-
dates should answer three questions. O Can-
didates are given three hours to complete the
exam.

candidature /'kandidat o/ noun the act
of standing as a candidate

candidly /'kandidli/ adv in a candid way
® candle /'kend(a)l/ noun a stick of wax
with a wick in the centre, which you light to
make a flame. Synonym taper o to burn the
candle at both ends to work hard during the
day and enjoy yourself late into the night
candlelight /'kendl lait/ noun the light
given by candles

candlelit /'keend(o)l 11t/ adj lit by candles
candlestick /'kand(o)l,stik/ noun a
holder for a candle

can-do /'ken du:/ adjkeen to take on a job
or challenge and confident of success
candour /'keenda/ noun the personal qual-
ity of being open and honest in your behav-
iour towards other people (NOTE: The US
spelling is candor.)

® candy /'kendi/ noun US 1. a sweet food,
made with sugar O a box of candies O Eating
candy is bad for your teeth. (NOTE: no plural
in this meaning) 2. one piece of this food O
She bought a box of candies. (NOTE: The plu-
ral in this meaning is candies. The British
term is sweets.)

candyfloss /'kandiflps/ noun thin pieces
of cooked sugar which are spun in a drum
and sold as a mass attached to a stick (NOTE:
The US term is cotton candy. No plural.)
cane /kemn/ noun 1. a strong stem of a
plant, especially of tall thin plants like bam-
boo O a field of sugar cane 2. a walking stick
cut from the stem of a plant O She was lean-
ing heavily on a cane as she walked up the



canine

path. 3. an occasion when someone is beaten
with a stick O He often had the cane when he
was at school. ® verb to beat someone with a
stick as a punishment O He was often caned
when he was at school.

canine /'’keinamn/ adj referring to dogs O
Dogs should be vaccinated against various
canine illnesses. ® noun a dog (humorous)
canine tooth /'kernam tu:f/, canine
/'kemain/ noun one of the round pointed
teeth at the front of the mouth

canister /'’kanista/ noun a round metal
container for gas, etc.

canker /'kepka/ noun a disease which eats
into the wood of trees

cannabis /'’kenabis/ noun 1. a plant from
whose leaves or flowers an addictive drug is
produced O Someone told the police that he
was growing cannabis plants on his balcony.
» hemp 2. marijuana, an addictive drug
made from the dried leaves or flowers of this
plant O In some countries, the sale of canna-
bis has been legalised.

canned /kand/ adjpreserved in a tin or can
canned music /kand 'mju:zik/ noun re-
corded music

cannelloni / kano'louni/ noun a type of
pasta with a meat or vegetable filling
cannibal /'’kenib(a)l/ noun a person who
eats people

cannibalise /'kznibolaiz/, cannibalize
verb to take pieces of old machines to repair
another machine

cannon /'kanan/ noun 1. a large gun O
The sailors hauled a huge cannon across the
ship’s deck. 2. a gun in an aircraft O The old
Spitfire had eight cannon in its wings. (NOTE:
The plural is cannon or sometimes can-
nons.) B verb O to cannon into someone or
something to knock against someone or
something O The little boy rushed out of the
sweet shop and cannoned straight into a
policeman.

@ cannot /'’kanot/ » can

® canoe /ka'nui/ noun a boat with two
pointed ends, which is moved forward by one
or more people using long pieces of wood O
She paddled her canoe across the lake. m
verb to travel in a canoe O They canoed down
the river.

canoeing /ko'nu:iy/ noun the sport of go-
ing in a canoe

canon /'kanan/ noun 1. a religious rule or
instructions 2. a priest who works in a cathe-
dral O What are the special duties of a
canon?

canonisation /kenonai'zeif(o)n/, can-
onization noun the act of officially stating
that someone is a holy person
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® can opener /'ken ,oup(o)na/ noun a
tool for opening cans (NOTE: The British
term is tin opener.)

canopy /'kanapi/ noun 1. a cloth cover or
light roof over a small area such as a door,
window or bed O The porch is covered with a
glass canopy. O The Queen’s bedroom is fur-
nished with a 17th century canopy bed. 2. the
top parts of a group of trees when considered
as a single mass O The trees join to form a
canopy over the terrace of the restaurant.
(NOTE: The plural is canopies.)

cant /kant/ noun insincere language, espe-
cially about religion

@ can’t /ka:nt/ ) can

cantaloupe /'’kentolu:p/ noun a type of
melon with pink flesh

cantankerous /kan'tenk(o)ros/ adj be-
having in a way which is extremely un-
friendly and unpleasant. Synonym grumpy
cantata /ken'ta:to/ noun a musical piece
for several singers and orchestra, usually on a
religious subject

® canteen /ken'tiin/ noun 1. a
self-service restaurant for the people who
work in a building such as an office block or
factory O The food in the office canteen is
awful, 1 prefer to bring my own sandwiches.
2. a box containing knives, forks and spoons
O As a wedding present they were given a
canteen of silver. 3. a bottle for carrying wa-
ter O This is the canteen used by my grandfa-
ther during World War 1.

canter /'kanto/ noun the movement of a
horse when it runs fairly fast O The horses
were going through the park at a canter.
Synonym trot O to win at a canter to win
easily (informal) m verb to move at a canter
O My horse doesn't like cantering, it prefers
to gallop.

cantilever /'kentilizve/ noun a support
which holds up a structure such as a bridge or
balcony

canto /'kaentou/ noun one section of a long
poem. Synonym stanza (NOTE: The plural is
cantos.)

canvas /'kenvas/ noun 1. a thick cloth for
making things such as tents or sails O He was
wearing a pair of old canvas shoes. 2. a
painting O three canvases by Picasso (NOTE:
The plural is canvases. Do not confuse
with canvass.)

canvass /'kanvas/ verb to visit people to
ask them to buy goods or to vote or to say
what they think (NOTE: Do not confuse with
canvas.)

canvasser /'kenvasa/ noun a person who
canvasses

canyon /'kanjon/ noun a deep valley with
steep sides usually in North America. Syn-
onym ravine



cap

@ cap /kep/ noun 1. a flat hat with a flat
hard piece in front O The bus driver was
wearing an old black cap. O An officer’s cap
with a gold badge. o England cap a cap
worn by a sports player who has played for
England in an international match 2. a top
which covers something O Screw the cap
back on the medicine bottle. O A red pen with
a black cap. 3. an upper limit on the amount
of money that can be spent or asked for m
verb 1. to place an upper limit on something
O to cap a local authority’s budget 2. to
name someone to play for his country in an
international match O He has been capped
five times for Wales. 3. to put a cap on top of
something; to fix a cover on something O
They tried to cap the broken pipe. (NOTE:
capping — capped)

® capability /keipa'biliti/ noun being
able to do something. Synonym ability o be-
yond your capabilities too difficult for you
to do O I'm afraid this job is way beyond my
capabilities.

@ capable /'keipob(a)l/ adj able to work
well and to deal with problems O She’s an
extremely capable secretary. O capable of

able to do something O The car is capable of

very high speeds. O She isn’t capable of run-
ning the department on her own.

capably /'keipabli/ adv in a capable way
capacious /ka'peifas/ adj very large,
which can hold a lot

capacitor /ka'peasito/ noun the part of a
piece of electronic equipment which stores
an electrical charge

@ capacity /ko'pasiti/ noun 1. an amount
which something can hold O This barrel has
a larger capacity than that one. O The cin-
ema was filled to capacity. O capacity audi-
ence, capacity crowd an audience which
fills a building such as a cinema or theatre O
to work at full capacity to do as much work
as possible 2. O engine capacity the output
of an engine or electric motor 3. an ability to
do something easily O He has a capacity for
making friends with anyone he meets. 4. a
position O acting in his capacity as man-
ager acting as a manager O speaking in an
official capacity speaking officially

cape /keip/ noun 1. a long loose piece of
clothing like a coat but without sleeves O She
wrapped her cape more tightly around her.
2. a piece of high land which sticks out into
the sea O We rounded the cape on June 21st
at 8 a.m.

caper /'keipa/ noun a small green seed
used in cooking O Cook the fish with butter
and capers. ® verb O to caper about to jump
about O The children capered about all over
the stage.
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capillary /ka'pilori/ noun one of the very
small tubes in the body which carry blood
and other substances around the body
capitalise /'kapit(o)laiz/, capitalize verb
1. to write or print in capital letters or with a
capital letter at the beginning of a word 2. to
provide the money needed to operate a
business

capitalise on /'kepit(o)laiz on/ verb to
take advantage of something

capitalism /'kepit(o)liz(o)m/ noun an
economic system in which industries and
businesses are owned by people or compa-
nies and not by the state

capitalist /'keepit(o)list/ noun 1. a person
who supports the theory of capitalism O Cap-
italists are in favour of free enterprise. 2. a
businessman who invests money in a busi-
ness O He's a young capitalist who is only
twenty-one, but on the way to becoming a
millionaire. ® adj working according to the
principles of capitalism O a capitalist econ-
omy O the capitalist system.

capital outlay /kapit(e)l 'avtler/ noun
money spent on fixed assets such as property
or furniture

capital punishment / kaeprt(o)l
'panifmont/ noun the act of killing someone
as a punishment for a crime

Capitol /'’kapit(9)l/ noun a building in
Washington where the US Senate and House
of Representatives meet (NOTE: Do not con-
fuse with capital.)

Capitol Hill / kapit(a)l 'hil/ noun the hill
on which the Capitol stands, used to mean
the US Legislature (informal)

capitulate /ko'pritjulert/ verb to say that
you have lost in a situation such as a compe-
tition or a war. Synonym surrender
capitulation /ko pitju'lerf(o)n/ noun the
act of capitulating. Synonym surrender
capping, capped /'kapiy, kept/ ) cap
cappucino / kapu'tfimnou/ noun an Ital-
ian coffee, with hot whipped milk and choco-
late on top

capricious /ka'prifas/ adj not fixed or
certain, likely to change. Synonym unpre-
dictable. Antonym predictable
Capricorn /'kaprikoin/ noun one of the
signs of the Zodiac, shaped like a goat, cov-
ering the period 22nd December to 19th
January

capsize /kep'saiz/ verb (of boats) to over-
turn. Antonym right

capstan /'kapston/ noun a machine, usu-
ally on a ship, which turns to pull in a rope or
anchor

capsule /'kapsju:l/ noun a small tube
made from a substance that can be eaten and
containing a medicine O She swallowed three
capsules of painkiller.



Capt.

Capt. abbr captain (NOTE: used before a
surname: Capt. Smith)

® captain /'kaptin/ noun 1. a person in
charge of a team O the England captain O
The two captains shook hands at the begin-
ning of the match. 2. a person in charge of a
ship or of an aircraft O Go and see the cap-
tain if you want to use the radio phone. O
Captain Smith is flying the plane. 3. a rank in
the army above a lieutenant and below a ma-
jor O A lieutenant has to report to his cap-
tain. (NOTE: also used as a title before a
surname; often shortened to Capt.) m verb
to be the captain of a team O He has cap-
tained England three times.

captaincy /'’kaptinsi/ noun 1. the position
of being captain of a sports team O Because
of the scandal, I don’t think he will get the
England captaincy. 2. the rank of captain in
the army or navy O Although he had twenty
vears of service, he never got his captaincy.
caption /'kepfon/ noun a phrase printed
under a picture

captivate /'keptivert/ verb to attract
someone’s interest and attention
captivating /'kaptivertiy/ adj attracting
and holding somebody’s attention

captive /'kaptiv/ noun a prisoner O The
two captives were kept in total darkness for
hours. ® adj 0 held captive held as a pris-
oner O to take someone captive to take
someone prisoner O They were held captive
by the rebels for three months.

captive audience /keptiv ‘'o:dions/
noun a group of people who have to listen to
what someone is saying because they cannot
leave

captivity /kap'tiviti/ noun the situation of
being kept in a place and not allowed to leave
(NOTE: no plural)

captor /'kepta/ noun a person who cap-
tures someone

® capture /'kapt o/ noun being captured
O We must do everything to avoid capture.
Synonym imprisonment m verb 1. to take
someone or something as a prisoner O Four
soldiers were captured in the attack. O They
captured the enemy capital very quickly. 2. to
take a share of sales from another company O
They have captured 10% of the market. 3. to
record something on film O The arrival of the
train was captured on film.

® car /ka:/ noun 1. a small private motor
vehicle for carrying people O She’s bought a
new car. O My car was stolen while I was
shopping. O He drove his car into the ga-
rage. O He goes to his office every morning
by car. 2. US a carriage of a railway train O
Is there a restaurant car on the train?
carafe /ko'reef/ noun a glass container, for
serving wine or water
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caramel /'’karamal/ noun 1. a sweet made
with sugar and butter O I'm a dentist, and I
don’t like seeing children eating caramel. 2.
burnt sugar O You can make caramel by heat-
ing sugar until it melts and burns.

carat /'karot/ noun 1. a measure of the
quality of gold. Pure gold is 24 carats. O a
22-carat gold ring 2. a measure of the weight
of precious stones O a S-carat diamond
(NOTE: Another US spelling is karat.)
caravan /'karoven/ noun 1. a vehicle
which you can live in, e.g. on holiday, and
which can be attached to a car and pulled
along O We got stuck behind a caravan on a
narrow mountain road. O We rent a caravan
in a caravan park. (NOTE: The US term is
trailer or mobile home.) 2. a group of ani-
mals or vehicles travelling together, one be-
hind the other O A caravan of camels
crossing the desert. O We joined a caravan of
lorries going to Romania.

® carbohydrate / ka:bouv'hardrert/ noun
a chemical substance containing carbon, hy-
drogen and oxygen, found in particular in
sugar, potatoes and bread; it provides the
body with energy

carbon /'ka:ban/ noun a substance found
in charcoal, soot or diamonds

carbonated /'ka:bonertid/ adv (of a
drink) containing small bubbles of air
carbon copy /ka:bon 'kopi/ noun 1.
someone or something that is very similar to
another person or thing 2. a copy made with
carbon paper

carbon emissions / ka:bon 1'mif(a)nz/
plural noun the carbon dioxide and carbon
monoxide produced by motor vehicles and
industrial processes

carbon paper /'ka:bon ,perpa/ noun pa-
per with a black substance on one side, used
for making copies

car boot sale /'ka: 'but 'serl/ noun an
event organised in a large car park or sports
field, where people bring things to sell in
their cars

carburettor /ka:ba'reto/ noun a part in a
car engine which mixes fuel with air before it
is put into the engine (NOTE: The US spelling
is carburetor.)

carcinogen /ka:'smodzon/ noun a sub-
stance which produces cancer
carcinogenic  /ka:sma'dzenik/
which produces cancer

® card /ka:d/ noun 1. a flat piece of stiff
paper with a picture on one side, which you
can send with a message O They sent us a
card from Italy. O How much does it cost to
send a card to Australia? » postcard 2. a
piece of stiff paper, folded so that a message
can be written inside 3. a piece of stiff paper
with a picture or pattern on it, used to play

adj



cardboard

games O to put your cards on the table to
reveal what you intend to do O to play your
cards close to your chest not to reveal what
you intend to do O on the cards fairly likely
to happen 4. a piece of stiff paper with your
name and address printed on it O He gave me
his business card. 5. a piece of stiff plastic
used for payment O Do you want to pay cash
or with a card? 0O credit card a plastic card
which allows you to buy goods without pay-
ing for them immediately O He paid for the
hotel with his credit card.

cardboard /'ka:dbo:d/ noun thick card
(NOTE: no plural: some cardboard, a piece
of cardboard)

cardiac /'ka:diek/ adj referring to the
heart

cardiac arrest / ka:dizk o'rest/ noun a
serious medical condition in which the heart
muscle stops working

cardigan /'kardigen/ noun a woollen
jacket which buttons at the front

cardinal /'ka:dinl/ adj very important O
Her attendance at the meeting is of cardinal
importance. ® noun 1. one of the most im-
portant priests in the Catholic church, after
the Pope O The cardinals meet in Rome to
elect the Pope. O Cardinal Lamont has writ-
ten an article in today’s paper. (NOTE: also
used as a title before a surname: Cardinal
Wolsey) 2. a bright red bird, which comes
from the southern USA

card index /'ka:d ,indeks/ noun a series
of cards with information written on them,
kept in a special order so that the information
can be found easily O card-index file infor-
mation kept on cards B verb to put informa-
tion onto a card index

cardiology / ka:di'nlad3i/ noun the study
of the heart and its diseases
cardiovascular /ka:diov'veskjulo/ adj
referring to the heart and the movement of
blood around the body O the cardiovascular
system the heart and the blood system O car-
diovascular disease a disease which affects
the heart and the blood system O a cardio-
vascular disease such as hypertension

card table /'ka:d ,terb(a)l/ noun a usually
square, folding table used to play cards

® care /kea/ noun 1. serious attention O He
handled the glass with great care. O to take
care to be very careful O Take care when you
cross the road. O He took great care with the
box of glasses. O Take care not to be late. 2.
O care of (on a letter) words to show that the
person is living at the address, but only as a
visitor o0 Mr Brown, care of Mrs Green to
Mr Brown at the address of Mrs Green 3.
looking after someone O the care of the el-
derly O to take care of someone to look after
someone O Will you take care of mother
while I'm away? m verb to be worried O [
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cargo pants

don’t care if my car is dirty. O She cares a lot
about the environment. 0 he couldn’t care
less does not worry at all about something

@ career /ka'r1a/ noun a life of professional
work O She is starting her career as a librar-
ian. O He gave up his career as a civil ser-
vant and bought a farm. m verb to move
forward very fast and out of control O The
car careered off the road into a ditch.
career woman /ko'rro ,womon/, career
girl /ka'rio g3:l/ noun a woman who is
working and does not plan to stop working to
look after the house or children

@ care for /'kes fo:/ verb 1. to like O
Would you care for another cup of coffee? O
1 don’t care for this music very much. 2. to
look after O Nurses cared for the injured
people after the accident. O People who have
to care for their elderly relatives should get a
grant from the state.

carefree /'keofri:/ adj without any worries
@ careful /'’keaof(o)l/ adj taking care O Be
careful not to make any noise, the baby is
asleep. O Be careful when you're packing
those glasses, they re very valuable! O She is
very careful about what she eats. O The pro-

Ject needs very careful planning.

@ carefully /'keaf(9)li/ adv with great care
@ careless /'kealos/ adj without taking
care O He is careless about his work. O He
made several careless mistakes when he took
his driving test.

carelessly /'kealosli/ adv without taking
care

carelessness /'keslosnas/ noun the fact
of being careless, not being careful

carer /'keara/ noun someone who looks af-
ter an old or sick person or children

caress /ka'res/ noun a gentle touch O The
child touched my cheek in a gentle caress.
(NOTE: The plural is caresses.) B verb to
touch gently O She gently caressed the
baby’s head. Synonym stroke

caretaker /'keateika/ noun a person who
looks after a building © Go and ask the care-
taker to put a new light bulb on the staircase.
(NOTE: The US term is janitor.)

caretaker government /keoterko
'gav(e)nmont/ noun a government which
runs a country temporarily until another one
is elected

car ferry /'ka: feri/ noun a boat which car-
ries vehicles and passengers from one place
to another

cargo /'kagou/ noun goods carried, espe-
cially on a ship O cargo boat, cargo ship,
cargo plane a ship or plane which carries
only cargo and not passengers

cargo pants /'ka:gou pents/ plural noun
trousers with large pockets on the sides of the
legs



caricature

caricature /'karikotjus/ noun a funny
drawing or description which exaggerates a
person’s appearance O He drew a caricature
of the Prime Minister. O Her description of
the office is nothing less than a caricature of
the system. m verb to draw a caricature of
someone O The Prime Minister is easy to
caricature.

caries /'keoriiz/ noun a decayed place in a
tooth or other bone (NOTE: The plural is car-
ies.)

® caring /'keariy/ adj loving and helping.
Synonym kind

carjacking /'ka:dzakin/ noun the crime
of attacking the driver of a car and stealing
the car

carnage /'kainid3z/ noun a situation in
which many people are killed. Synonym Kill-
ing (NOTE: no plural)

carnal /'’ka:n(o)l/ adj referring to the body
(formal). Synonym physical. Antonym
spiritual

carnation /ka:'neif(a)n/ noun a red, pink
or white flower with a strong pleasant smell
carnival /'’ka:niv(a)l/ noun a festival, often
with music, dancing and eating in the open
air

carnivore /'kainivo:y noun an animal
which eats meat

carnivorous /ka:'niv(e)ras/ adj meat-eating
carol /'keral/ noun a traditional song, espe-
cially one sung at Christmas ® verb to sing
Christmas carols O In the week before Christ-
mas we go carolling round the villages.
(NOTE: carolling — carolled but the US
spelling is caroling — caroled)

carouse /ko'ravz/ verb to enjoy yourself
drinking alcohol (literary)

carousel / kara'sel/ noun 1. a circular ma-
chine from which passengers collect their
bags at an airport O Baggage from flight AC1
is on carousel number three. 2. US a round-
about (NOTE: The British term s
merry-go-round.)

carp /ka:p/ noun a type of fish which you
can eat O You can catch carp in this lake.
(NOTE: The plural is carp.) m verb to keep
on finding fault with things O My brother’s
always carping about the office. O Stop carp-
ing and get on with your work! Synonym
complain

@ car park /'ka: pa:k/ noun a special pub-
lic place where you can leave a car when you
are not using it (NOTE: The US term is park-
ing lot.)

carpenter /'ka:pinta/ noun a person who
works with wood, especially in building
(NOTE: Informally, a carpenter is called a
chippy.)
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carpentry /'ka:pintri/ noun the art of
working with wood. Synonym joinery
(NOTE: no plural)

® carpet /'ka:pit/ noun a thick material for
covering the floor O He spilt his coffee on
our new white dining-room carpet. B verb 1.
to cover with a carpet O a thickly carpeted
hotel room 2. to cover with something as if
with a carpet O The path through the woods
is carpeted with wild flowers. O We woke up
to find the street carpeted with snow.
carpetbagger /'ka:pit,beego/ noun 1. a
person who opens an account with a building
society, hoping that it will change to a public
company and so give him money or shares 2.
a politician who tries to get elected in a part
of the country which is not his home
carpet-bomb /'ka:pit bom/ verb to de-
stroy an area by dropping very many bombs
on it

carpeted /'ka:pitid/ adj covered with a
carpet

carpeting /'ka:pitig/ noun 1. covering
with a carpet O We have been quoted £2000

for the carpeting of the office. 2. a wide piece

of carpet O We bought a length of carpeting
to cover the bedroom floor.

car pool /'ka: pu:l/ noun an arrangement
where several people share cars

carport /'ka:pa:t/ noun a shelter for a car,
built next to a house

® carriage /'keridz/ noun 1. the cost of
carrying goods, or the action of carrying
goods O Carriage is 15% of the total cost. O
How much do they charge for carriage? 2. a
way of walking

carriageway /'keridzwer/ noun the sur-
face of the road on which traffic moves
carried /'kerid/, carries /'keriz/ v carry
carrier /'kario/ noun 1. a thing or person
that carries O A4 procession of water carriers
with jars on their heads. 2. a person who car-
ries the germ of a disease without showing
any signs of it, and who can infect others
with it O a hepatitis carrier O Hepatitis A is
transmitted by a carrier through food or
drink.

carrier bag /'kerio beeg/ noun a large pa-
per or plastic bag with handles, for carrying
shopping, often given by a shop, with the
shop’s name on it

carrion /'karion/ noun the decaying flesh
of dead animals (NOTE: no plural)

carrot /'karat/ noun a vegetable with a
long orange root which can be eaten

@ carry /'keri/ verb 1. to take something
and move it to another place O There was no
lift, so they had to carry the beds up the
stairs. O The plane was carrying 120 passen-
gers. O That suitcase is too heavy for me to
carry. 2. to vote to approve O the motion



carry away

was carried the proposal was accepted after
a vote O Her proposal was not carried. 3. to
have available for customers to buy O A su-
permarket will carry about 5,000 different
lines of goods. 4. (of sound) to be heard at a
distance O The sound of the bells carries for
miles.

carry away / keari o'welr/ verb 1. to take
away O The flood carried away whole
houses. 2. O to get carried away become ex-
tremely emotional or excited

carrycot /'karikot/ noun a small bed with
handles for carrying a baby in

carry forward /keri 'forwad/ verb (in
book-keeping) to take an amount or total on
to the next page or column

® carry on/ keari 'on/ verb 1. to go on do-
ing something O When the policeman came
into the restaurant, they all carried on talk-
ing as if nothing had happened. O They car-
ried on with their work even though the office
was on fire. 2. to be very angry O He carried
on like anything when he saw his car had
been towed away.

carry out/ kari 'aut/ verb to do something
which has been planned. Synonym
accomplish

carsick /'ka:sik/ adj feeling sick because
of the movement of a motor vehicle
carsickness /'ka:siknas/ noun sickness
caused by the movement of a motor vehicle
® cart /ka:t/ noun a vehicle pulled by a
horse O A horse-drawn cart piled high with
furniture. O to put the cart before the horse
to deal with things the wrong way round m
verb to carry a bulky or heavy thing (infor-
mal) O Why do we have to cart this folding
bed around with us? O The police came and
carted him off to jail.

carte blanche / ka:t 'bla:ntf/ noun per-
mission given to someone to do whatever he
wants O We gave the architect carte blanche
to design the bridge. O He has carte blanche
to act on behalf of the government.

cartel /ka:'tel/ noun a group of companies
which try to fix the price of something
cartilage /'ka:tilids/ noun the thick sub-
stance which lines the joints in your body or
which forms part of the structure of an organ
cartographer /ka:'togrofo/ noun a per-
son who draws maps

cartography /ka:'tografi/ noun the art of
drawing maps

carton /'ka:t(o)n/ noun a container made
of cardboard. Synonym box

® cartoon /ka:'tuin/ noun 1. a funny, of-
ten political, drawing in a newspaper O He
draws a cartoon for the ‘Evening Standard’.
2. a film made of moving drawings O [ like
watching Tom and Jerry cartoons.
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cartoonist /ka:'tuinist/ noun a person
who draws cartoons. Synonym artist
cartridge /'ka:trids/ noun 1. a tube
packed with gunpowder and a bullet for fir-
ing from a gun O The ground was littered
with empty cartridges. 2. a flat box contain-
ing a disk or tape O The handheld computer
has no disk drive but instead uses a ROM
cartridge. 3. the part of a record player which
holds the stylus O 4 new cartridge for this re-
cord player will be quite expensive. 4. a tube
of ink which fits into a pen O Most pens are
now made to use ink cartridges.

cartridge paper /'ka:tridz ,peipa/ noun
good quality paper for drawing or printing
cartwheel /'ka:twi:l/ noun 1. a wheel of a
cart O There are deep ruts in the mud left by
cartwheels. 2. 0O to turn cartwheels to turn
over and over sideways, putting your hands
on the ground and moving your legs through
the air until your feet touch the ground
carve /ka:v/ verb 1. to cut up a large piece
of meat at a meal © Who's going to carve? O
Father sat at the end of the table, carving a
chicken. 2. to cut stone or wood to make a
shape O He carved a bird out of wood. O
Chips of stone flew all over the studio as he
was carving the statue.

carving /'ka:vip/ noun 1. the act of cutting
up cooked meat 2. the art of cutting stone or
wood into shapes O Stone carving is an op-
tion at art school. 3. an object which has
been made by carving O He gave me a wood
carving for my birthday. O The stone carv-
ings in the old church date from the 15th
century.

carving knife /'ka:vig naif/ noun a large
sharp knife, used for carving meat

car wash /'ka: woJ/ noun a place where
cars are washed automatically

cascade /ke&'skerd/ noun a waterfall O
There are plants and trees and even a cas-
cade in the atrium of the hotel. m verb to fall
in large quantities O Pale pink roses cascad-
ing down the brick wall.

@ case /kers/ noun 1. a suitcase, a box with
a handle, for carrying things such as your
clothes when travelling O She was still pack-
ing her case when the taxi came. O The cus-
toms made him open his case. 2. a special
box for something O Put the gun back in its
case. O I've lost my red spectacle case. 3. a
large wooden box for goods O He bought a
case of wine. 4. a situation, or a way in which
something happens O Your case is very simi-
lar to mine. O It was a case of first come, first
served. O in case because something might
happen O It’s still sunny, but I'll take my um-
brella just in case. O in any case anyway,
whatever may happen O in case of fire,
break the glass if there is a fire, break the
glass O in that case if that happens or if that
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is the situation O There is a strike on the un-
derground — in that case, you'll have to take
a bus. 5. O court case a legal action or trial O
the case is being heard next week the case
is coming to court next week

casement /'kersmont/ noun a window
that opens on hinges

case study /'kers stadi/ noun the study
of a certain group or institution or person
over a long period of time

@ cash /ka[/ noun money in coins and
notes, not in cheques O We don't keep much
cash in the house. O 1'd prefer to use up my
spare cash, rather than pay with a credit
card. B verb O to cash a cheque to change a
cheque into cash O He tried to cash a cheque
for seven hundred pounds.

cash and carry / ke[ on 'keri/ noun a
discount warehouse, selling items to the gen-
eral public

cashback /'ka[bxk/ noun money from
your bank account which you can get from a
shop when you use your bank card to pay for
goods

cash card /'ka[ ka:d/ noun a plastic card
used to obtain money from a cash dispenser
cash crop /'ka [ krop/ noun a crop grown
for sale

® cash desk /'ke[ desk/ noun a place in a
store where you pay for the goods you are
buying

cash dispenser /'ka[ di,spensa/ noun a
machine which gives out money when a spe-
cial card is put in and instructions given
cashew /'keefu:/ noun a type of nut which
you can eat

® cash flow /'ka] flouv/ noun the rate at
which money comes into and is paid out of a
business O the company is suffering from
cash flow problems cash income is not com-
ing in fast enough to pay the cash expendi-
ture going out

cashier /ka'[15/ noun a person who deals
with money , e.g. in a bank or supermarket O
Please pay the cashier. O Ask the cashier if
she can give you change. m verb to force an
officer to leave the armed forces O He was
cashiered after he was found to have stolen
money from other officers.

cash in on / ke[ 'in on/ verb to profit
from

cash machine /'k&[ mo, [i:n/ noun same
as cash dispenser

cashmere /'ka[mr1a/ noun a soft wool that
comes from goats O Cashmere is soft, light
and very warm. B adj made of cashmere
wool O The price of cashmere jumpers has
soared.

cash on delivery / ke[ on di'liv(o)ri/
noun payment in cash when goods are deliv-
ered. Abbr COD
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cashpoint /'kef,pomt/ noun a place
where there are cash dispensers (NOTE: The
US term is automated teller machine or
ATM.)

cash register /'kef redzista/ noun a
machine which shows and adds the prices of
things bought in a shop, with a drawer for
keeping the money received

casing /'kersig/ noun a hard covering
which protects something

casino /ka'siinou/ noun a building where
you can gamble (NOTE: The plural is casi-
nos.)

cask /ka:sk/ noun a large round container
for storing liquid. Synonym barrel

® casket /'ka:skit/ noun 1. a box for keep-
ing jewels in O The thief stole a casket from
beside her bed. 2. mainly US a long wooden
box in which a dead person is buried or cre-
mated (NOTE: The British term is coffin.)
cassava /ka'sa:va/ noun a tropical plant,
grown for its roots which are made into
tapioca

casserole /'kesoroul/ noun 1. a covered
dish used for cooking food in the oven 2.
food cooked in a covered dish in the oven O
chicken casserole O casserole of lamb m verb
to cook in a casserole O casseroled hare Syn-
onym braise

cassette /ko'set/ noun 1. a magnetic tape
in a plastic case which can fit directly into a
playing or recording machine O Do you want
it on cassette or CD? O He bought a cassette
of folk songs. 2. a film in a plastic case
which fits directly into a camera O She
quickly put a new cassette into her camera. »
videocassette

cassette player /ko'set plero/ noun a
machine which plays cassettes

cassette recorder /ko'set r1ko:do/
noun a machine which records and plays
back cassettes

cassock /'kasok/ noun a long loose piece
of clothing usually black, e.g. worn by priests
or choirboys

® cast /kaist/ noun all the actors in a play
or film O The film has an all-star cast. O Af-
ter the first night the cast went to celebrate in
a restaurant. ® verb 1. to make a metal or
plaster object from a shaped container O He
cast the statue in bronze. 2. to choose actors
for a play or film O He was cast as a soldier
in ‘Henry V. 3. O to cast a vote to vote O
The process of counting all the votes cast in
the election has just begun. 4. to throw O He
has cast aside all his old acquaintances. O to
cast about for to look for O They hurriedly
cast about for an excuse. O to cast doubts on
to be unsure about O He cast doubts on the
whole proposal. O to cast light on some-
thing to make something easier to under-



castaway

stand O The papers cast some light on how
the minister reached his decision.
castaway /'ka:stowel/ noun a person who
has been shipwrecked

caste /ka:st/ noun (in Hindu society) a
group of people who are born with the same
social status. Synonym class

caster sugar /'ka:sto ,[uga/ noun a white
sugar which is used in making cakes
castigate /'kestigert/ verb to punish, to
criticise someone strongly (formal). Syn-
onym criticise. Antonym praise

casting vote / ka:stip 'vout/ noun a vote
used by the person in charge of a meeting in a
case where the votes for and against a pro-
posal are equal

cast iron/ ka:st 'aron/ noun 1. iron which
is shaped in a mould, not bent, and so breaks
easily O The pipes are made from cast iron,
and are very solid. O Don't let the cast-iron
pan soak in water as it will rust. Compare
wrought iron 2. O cast-iron excuse a very
good excuse, one that cannot be turned down
O He has a cast-iron excuse and won't get
into trouble with the authorities.

® castle /'ka:s(a)l/ noun 1. a large building
with strong walls O The Queen is spending
the week at Windsor Castle. O The soldiers
shut the castle gate. » sand castle 2. one of
two pieces used in chess, shaped like a little
castle tower O She took my last castle. Also
called rook

cast off /ka:st 'pf/ verb 1. to untie the
ropes holding a boat O The boat is ready to
cast off. 2. (in knitting) to remove the stitches
from the needles so that your work is finished
O The scarf'is long enough, all you have to
do is to cast off.

castor /'ka:sto/ noun a wheel screwed on
to the bottom of a piece of furniture so that it
can be moved easily

castor oil / ka:star 'o1l/ noun the oil from
a palm tree, which is sometimes used in
medicines

castor sugar /'ka:sto fugo/ v caster
sugar

castrate /ka'strert/ verb to remove the
testicles from a male animal. Synonym
neuter

castration /ke'streif(o)n/ noun the act of
castrating

casual /'ke3usl/ adjnot formal

casual labour / ke3ual 'letba/ noun tem-
porary workers

casually /'ka3usli/ advin an informal way
casualty /'’kazuolti/ noun 1. a person in-
jured or killed in a battle or in an accident O
Casualties were taken to hospital by ambu-
lance and helicopter. O The radio reported
that there had been heavy casualties. 2. the
Accident and Emergency department in a
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hospital O The accident victim was rushed
into casualty.

casual work /'’kazual waik/ noun work
for which people are employed just for a
short period

® cat /ket/ noun an animal with soft fur and
a long tail, kept as a pet O She asked her
neighbours to feed her cat when she went on
holiday. O Don 't forget to get some tins of cat
food. O to let the cat out of the bag to tell a
secret (informal)

cataclysm /'katokliz(o)m/ noun a sudden
event which causes a lot of damage or vio-
lence. Synonym catastrophe
cataclysmic /keto'klizmik/ adj sud-
denly causing a lot of damage or difficulty.
Synonym catastrophic

® catalogue /'kat(a)lng/ noun a list of
things for sale or in a library or museum O an
office equipment catalogue O Look up the ti-
tle in the library catalogue. ® verb to make a
list of things that exist somewhere O She
spent months cataloguing the novelist’s cor-
respondence. (NOTE: [all senses] The US
spelling is catalog.)

catalyst /'ketolist/ noun 1. a substance
which produces or helps a chemical process
without itself changing O An enzyme that
acts as a catalyst in the digestive process. 2.
anything which helps something to take place
O She wasn't responsible for the decision
herself, but she reckons she acted as a
catalyst.

catalytic converter /ketolitik kon-
'v3:ta/ noun an object put on the exhaust
pipe of a motor vehicle to reduce the amount
of carbon monoxide that comes out
catamaran /katomoa'reen/ noun a boat
with two parallel hulls

catapult /'ketopalt/ noun a weapon con-
sisting of a piece of strong material which
can stretch attached to a stick shaped like the
letter Y’ , used for sending stones through
the air O He tried to kill birds with his cata-
pult. m verb 1. to send someone or something
into the air suddenly and with a lot of force O
The cyclist was hit by a bus and catapulted to
the other side of the road. 2. to put someone
into a new position quickly O Their team was
catapulted to the top of the tennis league.
cataract /'katorekt/ noun 1. a waterfall
on a river O the cataracts on the Nile 2. a
medical condition where the lens of the eye
gradually becomes covered with a white
layer and you lose the ability to see O He has
developed a cataract in his right eye. O The
operation to remove the cataract went
smoothly.

catarrh /ko'ta:/ noun a medical condition
which affects the inside of the nose and
throat, producing a thick liquid substance.
Synonym mucus



catastrophe

® catastrophe /ko'testrofi/ noun a sud-
den violent or harmful event. Synonym
disaster

catastrophic /keto'strofik/ adj disas-
trous. Antonym fortunate

® catch /kat[/ noun 1. an amount of fish
which has been taken at one time O The boat
brought back a huge catch of fish. 2. the ac-
tion of taking and holding a ball as it moves
through the air O He made a marvellous
catch. O The wicket-keeper dropped an easy
catch. 3. a hidden disadvantage O It seems
such a good deal, there must be a catch in it
somewhere. 4. a little hook which is part of
the fastening on a door (NOTE: The plural is
catches.) m verb 1. to take hold of some-
thing moving in the air O Can you catch a
ball with your left hand? O When he knocked
a glass off the table he managed to catch it
before it hit the floor. 2. to take hold of some-
thing O She caught him by the sleeve as he
turned away. O As he slipped, he caught the
handrail to stop himself falling. O to catch
someone’s eye to look at someone who is
looking at you O She caught his eye and nod-
ded towards the door. 3. to get hold of an an-
imal, especially to kill it O He sat by the river
all day but didn’t catch anything. O Our cat
is no good at catching mice: she’s too lazy. 4.
to get on a vehicle such as a bus, plane or
train before it leaves O You will have to run if
you want to catch the last bus. O He caught
the 10 o’clock train to Paris. 5. to get an ill-
ness O He caught a cold from standing
watching the rugby match. O The baby has
caught measles. 6. to find someone doing
something wrong O She caught the boys
stealing in her shop. O The police caught the
burglar as he was climbing out of the win-
dow. 7. to arrest someone O After months of
searching, the police finally caught the gang.
» red-handed 8. to hear O [ didn’t quite
catch what you said. (NOTE: catching —
caught /ko:t/ — has caught)

catch 22 / ket [ ,twenti 'tu:/ noun a circle
of events which you cannot escape from
catch-all /'keetf o:l/ noun something that
covers a wide range of possibilities, mean-
ings, ideas or situations

catching /'kat [1y/ adj (of an illness or an
emotion such as fear) which can spread
from another person. Synonym contagious
catchment area /'kat/mont eorio/
noun 1. land from which a river gets its water
2. an area round a school from which all stu-
dents must come O We are moving to be in
the catchment area of a good school.

catch on /kat[ 'pn/ verb 1. to understand
O She caught on very quickly. 2. to become
fashionable O I don 't see silver hair catching
on here.
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catch phrase /'kat[ freiz/ noun a popu-
lar phrase, usually connected with an enter-
tainer or advertisement

catch up / kat[ 'ap/ verb to move to the
same level as someone who is in front of you.
Antonym fall behind

catchy /'ket[i/ adj o catchy tune a tune
which is easy to remember O The ad has a
catchy tune that everyone is humming.
catechism /'katokiz(o)m/ noun a book of
religious instruction

categoric /kato'gorik/, categorical
/ kaeta'gorik(9)l/ adj direct or definite

categorically  /kato'gorikli/ adv
definitely
categorise /'ketigoraiz/, categorize

verb to put into classes or categories. Syn-
onym classify

@ category /'keatig(a)ri/ noun a group into
which things or people can be divided on the
basis of similarities (NOTE: The plural is cat-
egories.)

caterer /'kertora/ noun a person who sup-
plies food and drink, e.g. at an event

cater for /'kerts fa:/ verb 1. to supply food
and drink at an event such as a party or for a
particular amount of people O Our firm ca-
ters for receptions of up to 250 guests. 2. to
provide for O The college caters mainly for
older students. O We cater for private indi-
viduals as well as for groups.

® catering /'kertariy/ noun the act or prac-
tice of supplying of food and drink

® caterpillar /'ketopilo/ noun a small
long insect with many legs, which develops
into a moth or butterfly O Caterpillars have
eaten most of the leaves on our trees.
caterpillar track /'katopilo traek/ trade-
mark a continuous metal belt around the
wheels of a large vehicle such as a tank
catfish /'ketfif/ noun a fish with long
hairs around its mouth (NOTE: The plural is
catfish.)

catharsis /ko'0aisis/ noun a situation or
occasion in which you get rid of strong emo-
tional feelings, e.g. through a particular
experience

® cathedral /ko'6irdrol/ noun a large
church which is the seat of a bishop
catheter /'ka061to/ noun a very thin tube
which can be put into the body to remove
fluid such as blood or urine

cathode /'kaeb6sud/ noun a negative elec-
tric pole through which electricity leaves a
piece of electric equipment

cathode ray tube /kaboud 'rer tjuib/
noun a TV tube in which a cathode produces
the image on the screen. Compare anode

® catholic /'ka0(o)lik/ adj having an inter-
est in or liking for many different things O
His interests have always been quite catholic.



Catholic

Catholic /'ka0(o)lik/ adj referring to the
Roman Catholic Church ®m noun a member of
the Roman Catholic Church

Catholicism /ko'0plisiz(o)m/ noun the
religion of the Roman Catholic Church
catkin /'katkin/ noun a long flower head
which hangs down from the branches of cer-
tain types of tree, such as hazel and birch
cattle /'katl/ plural noun animals such as
cows and bulls which farmers keep for milk
or meat

cattle grid /'katl grid/ noun bars in a road
which cattle cannot cross, but which people
or vehicles can

catty /'keti/ adj making unpleasant remarks
about someone. Synonym spiteful. Antonym
kind

catwalk /'’katwoik/ noun 1. a long raised
area down which models walk to show off
clothes O The model on the catwalk gave a
twirl of her skirt. O Fashion editors stared at
the models on the catwalk. 2. an open metal
structure for people to walk on, built along
the outside of a ship or tall building O He
stepped confidently onto the catwalk.
Caucasian adj describes people whose
skin is white ® noun somebody who has
white skin or who is of European origin
caucus /'ka:kas/ noun a group of people in
a political party who are strong enough to in-
fluence policy (NOTE: The plural is cau-
cuses.)

® caught /ko:t/ ) catch

cauldron /'ko:ldron/ noun a large deep
pan for cooking (NOTE: The US spelling is
caldron.)

cauliflower /'koli flava/ noun a vegetable
with hard white flowers, which are eaten
cooked (NOTE: no plural when referring to
the food: some cauliflower;, They served
cauliflower with the meat.)

causal /'ko:z(o)l/ adj referring to a cause

® cause /ko:z/ noun 1. a thing which

makes something happen O What is the chief

cause of traffic accidents? O The police tried
to find the cause of the fire. 0 died from nat-
ural causes having died from old age or ill-
ness, and not killed in an accident or crime 2.
an organisation which people support O She
is fighting for the cause of working mothers.
m verb to make something happen O The ac-
cident caused a traffic jam on the motorway.
O The sudden noise caused her to drop the
cup she was carrying. Antonym impede
causeway /'ko:zwel/ noun a road or path
built up on a bank above wet ground or wa-
ter. Synonym walkway

caustic /'kostik/ adj 1. of a substance
which can burn O This liquid is caustic and
you should wear gloves when using it. 2.
sharp or unkind remarks or jokes O His caus-
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tic remarks didn’t go down well with his
employees.

caustic soda / ko:stik 'soudoa/ noun so-
dium hydroxide, a compound of sodium and
water used to make soap and to clear blocked
drains

caution /'ko:f(a)n/ noun 1. care O The
steps are very slippery — please proceed with
great caution. (NOTE: no plural in this mean-
ing) 2. a warning not to do something again O
The magistrate let him off with a caution. ®
verb to warn O He was cautioned by the po-
lice. O The doctor cautioned him against
working too hard.

cautionary /'ko:f(9)n(o)ri/ adj which
warns. Synonym warning

cautionary tale /ko:f(o)n(o)ri ‘teil/
noun 1. a story written as a warning O [t’s a
cautionary tale specially written to warn
children not to talk to strangers. 2. some-
thing which provides a good example O The
whole sequence of events is a cautionary tale
about what not to do when letting your
house.

cautious /'ko:fas/ adj careful, not taking
risks. Antonym reckless

cautiously /'ko:fasli/ adv in a cautious
way

cavalcade /kav(o)l'kerd/ noun a long
line of people riding on horses. Synonym
procession

cavalier / keva'lia/ adj with no respect for
other people or customs O She showed a cav-
alier attitude to employment law.

Cavalier / kava'lia/ noun a member of the
King’s party during the English Civil War
(NOTE: The opposing party, the supporters
of Parliament, were called Roundheads.)
cavalry /'kav(a)lri/ noun soldiers riding on
horses (NOTE: can be followed by either a
singular or plural verb)

cave /kerv/ noun a large underground hole
in rock or earth © When the tide went out we
could explore the cave. Synonym cavern B
verb O to cave in to fall down completely
into the inside of something such as a build-
ing or cave O The beam cracked and the roof
caved in.

caveat /'kaviet/ noun a warning, espe-
cially against doing something

caveman /'kervmen/ noun one of the peo-
ple who lived thousands of years ago in caves
(NOTE: The plural is cavemen.)

cavern /'kaevon/ noun a very large cave
cavernous /'kevonos/ adj with a very
large inside space, like a cavern

cavity /'kaeviti/ noun 1. a hole, space © The
Jewellery was discovered hidden in a cavity
in the wall. 2. a hole in a tooth O There is a
cavity in one of your back teeth which needs

filling.



cayenne pepper

cayenne pepper /keien 'pepa/ noun a
type of hot red pepper, made from chillis
CBI abbr Confederation of British Industry
CC abbr cubic centimetre(s)

CCTV / abbr closed-circuit television

CD abbr compact disc O I don''t like his new
CD — do you? O You can get it on CD or
cassette.

CD burner /si:
tive for CD writer
CD player /si: 'di: ,plera/ noun a machine
which plays CDs. Synonym stereo

@ CD-ROM /si: di: 'rom/ noun a small
plastic disc used as a high capacity ROM
storage device which can store 650Mb of
data. Full form compact disc read only
memory

CD-RW abbr compact disc rewritable

CD writer /si: 'diz ,rarto/ noun a piece of
equipment used to record data permanently
onto a compact disc

® cease /siis/ verb to stop (formal). Ant-
onym start O to cease to exist to stop being
in existence O The pub on the corner ceased
to exist some time ago.

ceasefire /'si:sfaro/ noun an agreement to
stop shooting in a war. Synonym truce
ceaseless /'si:slos/ adj without stopping.
Synonym unending. Antonym sporadic
ceaselessly /'siislosli/  adv  without
stopping

cedar /'sizdo/ noun 1. a large tree whose
leaves do not fall off in winter O There is a
large cedar in front of the house. 2. wood
from this tree O a cedar chest O Cedar wood
has a pleasant smell.

cede /si:d/ verb to give up something, espe-
cially power or land, to someone else (for-
mal)

® ceiling /'sizlig/ noun 1. an inside roof
over a room O He's so tall, he can easily
touch the ceiling. O Flies can walk on the
ceiling. O He painted the kitchen ceiling. O
Watch out when you go into the bedroom — it
has a very low ceiling. 2. the highest point
that something or someone reaches or is al-
lowed to reach O Output has reached its ceil-
ing. O There is a ceiling of £20,000 on the
amount you can hold in premium bonds. O
They set a ceiling of £1000 on the price of
their washing machines.

celeb /sa'leb/ noun a celebrity

® celebrate /'selibrert/ verb 1. to have a
party or do special things because something
good has taken place, or because of some-
thing that happened in the past O Our team
won, so we're all going out to celebrate. O
They celebrated their wedding anniversary
quietly at home with their children. 2. to per-
form a religious ceremony O The priest was
celebrating Mass.

'dir b3/ noun alterna-
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celebrated /'selibrertid/ adj very famous.
Synonym famous. Antonym unknown

® celebration /seli'bretf(o)n/ noun a
party or festival O We had my birthday cele-
bration in the local pub. O After our team
won, the celebrations went on late into the
night.

® celebrity /s1'lebrati/ noun a famous per-
son O The theatre was packed with celebri-
ties from the acting world. O We hope the
new supermarket is going to be opened by a
TV celebrity. (NOTE: The plural is celebri-
ties.)

celery /'selari/ noun a plant with a white or
green stem, eaten as a vegetable or raw as a
salad O a stick of celery a piece of the stem
of the celery plant, often served raw with
cheese

celestial /so'lestiol/ adj referring to the sky
celestial body /sa lestial 'bodi/ noun a
star, planet, moon or other natural body in the
sky. Also called heavenly body

celibacy /'selibasi/ noun the state of being
celibate

celibate /'selobot/ adj not having sex, e.g.
for religious reasons

@ cell /sel/ noun 1. a small room in a build-
ing such as a prison or monastery O He was
arrested in the centre of town and spent the
night in the police cells. 2. the basic unit of a
living creature or plant O You can see the
cancer cells under a microscope. 3. a small
political group O She formed part of a cell of
activists. 4. a part of an electric battery
(NOTE: Do not confuse with sell.)

® cellar /'selo/ noun an underground room
or rooms under a house (NOTE: Do not con-
fuse with seller.)

cellist /'tfelist/ noun a person who plays
the cello

cello /'tfelau/ noun a large stringed musical
instrument smaller than a double bass (NOTE:
The plural is cellos.)

cellophane /'selofen/ trademark a trans-
parent film used for wrapping or covering
things

cellphone /'selfoun/ same as cellular
phone

cellular /'seljula/ adj 1. made up of many
small cells O Cellular tissue is connective tis-
sue with large spaces. 2. made of a type of
cloth with open holes in it O Cellular blan-
kets are light and warm — they look as if
they 've been knitted with very big needles.
cellular phone /seljule 'faun/ noun a
mobile phone that works from a series of ra-
dio stations all over the country

cellulite /'seljulart/ noun deposits of fat
under the skin, especially in the thighs and
buttocks
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celluloid /'seljuloid/ noun the thin plastic
film which was used in the past for making
films

cellulose /'seljulous/ noun a chemical
substance found in plants, used for making
paper and paint

® Celsius /'selsios/ adj, noun a scale of
temperature where the freezing point of wa-
ter is 0° and the boiling point is 100° O The
temperature outside is only 6°C (say ‘six de-
grees Celsius’). O What is 75° Fahrenheit in
Celsius? (NOTE: used in many countries, but
not in the USA, where the Fahrenheit sys-
tem is still preferred. It is usually written as
a C after the degree sign: 32°C (say:
‘thirty-two degrees Celsius’). It was formerly
called centigrade.)

Celt /kelt/ noun one of an ancient people
who lived in parts of Western Europe, e.g. in
Scotland, Ireland, Wales, and Brittany
Celtic /'keltik/ adj referring to ancient or
modern Celts

cement /si'ment/ noun 1. powder made
from lime and clay, which is mixed with wa-
ter and dries hard O He was mixing cement to
make a path round the house. 2. a strong glue
O She used china cement to stick the handle
back on the cup. m verb to attach strongly O
He cemented some stones on the top of the
wall. O The two halves should be cemented
together.

cement mixer /si'ment ,miksa/ noun a
machine for mixing cement

® cemetery /'semat(o)ri/ noun an area of
ground where the bodies of dead people are
buried. Synonym graveyard (NOTE: The
plural is cemeteries.)

Cenotaph /'sensta:f/ noun a war memo-
rial in Whitehall in London

censor /'sensa/ noun a person who reads
documents or looks at films to see if they are
fit to be published or shown O The censor
has refused permission for the film to be
shown. O During wartime, military censors
read all letters from soldiers to their families.
B verb to read books or plays, to watch films,
videos or TV programmes to see if they are
fit to be published or shown, or to change
them, or to say that they cannot be shown or
published O The film was censored before

being shown on TV. O He was accused of

censoring the article.

censorship /'sensaf1p/ noun the action to
prevent books or newspapers from being
published or remove parts of them. Synonym
restriction

censure /'sen[o/ noun criticism O There
was widespread public censure of the gov-
ernment. Antonym approval B verb to criti-
cise O The Opposition put forward a motion
to censure the Government. O The borough
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architect was censured for failing to consult
the engineers. Antonym praise

census /'sensas/ noun an official count of
a country’s population (NOTE: The plural is
censuses.)

® cent /sent/ noun 1. a small coin,
one-hundredth part of a dollar O The stores
are only a 25-cent bus ride away. O They sell
oranges at 99 cents each. (NOTE: Do not con-
fuse with sent, scent. Cent is usually writ-
ten c in prices: 25¢, but not when a dollar
price is mentioned: $1.25.)

centenarian /;sent1'nearion/ noun a per-
son who is 100 years old or more
centenary /sen'tiinori/ noun a hundredth
anniversary

centennial /sen'teniol/ adj referring to a
centenary O Our college is getting ready for
the centennial celebrations next month.
center /'senta/ ) centre

® centigrade /'sentigreid/ noun a scale
of temperature where the freezing point of
water is 0° and the boiling point is 100°
(dated) » See note at Celsius

centilitre /'sentilito/ noun a unit of vol-
ume equal to one hundredth of a litre (NOTE:
The US spelling is centiliter.)

® centimetre /'sentimi:ta/ noun a mea-
sure of length, one hundredth part of a metre
(NOTE: The US spelling is centimeter.)
centipede /'sentipi:d/ noun an insect with
a large number of legs

@ central /'sentral/ adj in the centre O The
hall has one central pillar. O His offices are
very central.

® Central America /,sentral o'merika/
noun the part of the American continent be-
tween North and South America, including
the countries of Mexico and Costa Rica
central government /,sentral
'gav(e)nmont/ noun the main government
of a country, as opposed to local government
central heating /;sentral 'hi:tiy/ noun a
system of providing heating for a whole
house from one main heater and radiators in
the various rooms

centralise /'sentralaiz/, centralize verb
to organise from a central point. Synonym
unify. Antonym decentralise

centrally /'sentrali/ adv in the centre, from
the centre

central nervous system /sentrol
'n3:vas ,sistom/ noun the brain and the spi-
nal cord which link together all the nerves
central reservation /sentral rezo-
'verf(9)n/ noun a section of road or plants
such as grass and bushes between the two
main parts of a major road

@ centre /'sentd/ noun 1. the middle of
something O chocolates with coffee cream
centres O They planted a rose bush in the
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centre of the lawn. O The town centre is very
old. 2. a large building containing several
different sections O an army training centre
3. an important town O Nottingham is the
centre for the shoe industry. 4. a group or po-
litical party between the left and right O The
centre combined with the right to defeat the
proposal. O The cabinet is formed of
right-of-centre supporters of the Prime Min-
ister. 5. a player in a sports team who plays
in the middle of the field m verb 1. to put
something in the middle O Make sure you
centre the block of wood on the lathe. 2. to
concentrate on O The opposition’s attack was
centred on the government’s reorganisation
of the social services. O Our report centres
on some aspects of the sales team. (NOTE: [all
senses] The US spelling is center.)
centred /'sentod/ adj 1. in the middle ©
Matke sure the picture is centred in the frame.
2. based in O The shoe industry is centred on
Nottingham. (NOTE: [all senses] The US
spelling is centered.)

centre forward /,sento 'forwad/ noun (in
football) a player in the centre of the forward
line

centre lane /'sento lemn/, middle lane
/'m1d(9)l lemn/ noun the track in the centre of
a three-lane carriageway

centre of gravity /sentor ov 'graviti/
noun the point in an object at which it will
balance

centre party / sento 'pa:ti/ noun a politi-
cal party in the centre, neither right nor left
centrepiece /'sento,pizs/ noun 1. the
main part of a decoration on a table O 4 bow!
of fruit will be fine as a centrepiece on the
dining table. 2. the main part of a policy O
The project is the centrepiece of the govern-
ment’s policy on pensions. (NOTE: [all
senses] The US spelling is centerpiece.)
centre stage /'sento 'sterdz/ adv in the
middle of the stage, in the middle of some ac-
tion O She moved centre stage and started to
sing. O The UN Secretary General has moved
centre stage to try to defuse the crisis.
centrifugal  /sentri'fjurg(e)l,  sen-
'trifjug(e)l/ adj which tends to go away
from the centre

centripetal /sentri'pi:tl, sen'tripitl/ adj
which tends to go towards the centre
centrist /'sentrist/ adjin favour of the cen-
tre in politics O The group advocates a return
to centrist politics. O They elected a centrist
government. Synonym middle-of-the-road
B noun a person who is in favour of the cen-
tre in politics O The centrists formed a coali-
tion to influence government policy on
education.

® century /'sentfori/ noun 1. one hundred
years O the seventeenth century the period
from 1600 to 1699 O a 17th-century church
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O The church dates from the 17th century. 2.
a score of 100, especially in cricket O He's a
powerful hitter and rapidly scored a century.
O He scored a century, including four fours
and two sixes. (NOTE: The plural is centu-
ries. The number of a century is always one
more than the date number, so the period
from 1900 to 1999 is the 20th century, and
the period starting in the year 2000 is the
21st century.)

CEO abbr chief executive officer

ceramic /so'remik/ adj made from clay
which has been baked at a high temperature.
Synonym earthenware

ceramics noun /sa'remiks/ the art of
making objects such as cups or plates from
clay O She is taking a course in ceramics at
the local art college. (NOTE: not plural in this
meaning) W plural noun ceramic objects O
Our next exhibition will be of ceramics by
two local potters.

® cereal /'s1oridl/ noun 1. a grain crop such
as wheat, barley or maize O The plains of
North America are the main cereal-producing
areas. 2. a food made from cereal and eaten
with milk for breakfast O Would you like
some cereal for breakfast? (NOTE: Do not
confuse with serial.)

cerebellum /;sera'belom/ noun the back
part of the brain, which controls the ability to
balance

cerebral /'serobral/ adj 1. referring to the
cerebrum or to the brain in general O 4 cere-
bral haemorrhage means bleeding inside the
brain. 2. intellectual, rather than emotional O
1 need to take some exercise after all this ce-
rebral work.

cerebral hemisphere /;serabral ,hemi-
'sf1o/ noun one of the two halves of the brain
cerebral palsy /,serobral 'po:lzi/ noun a
medical condition of the brain that makes it
difficult to control speech and movements of
the body

cerebrum /so'rizbrom/ noun the main part
of the brain, which contains the main mental
processes including memory

ceremonial /,seri'mounial/ adj referring
to a ceremony O A guard of naval officers
carrying their ceremonial swords. O The cer-
emonial coach is used in the Lord Mayor’s
Parade. Synonym ritual ® noun a way of
performing a ceremony O The ceremonial for
the burial of the dead is laid out in the prayer
book. Synonym rite

ceremonially /seri'mouvnioali/ adv with
ceremony

ceremonious /,seri'mounias/ adj with a
lot of ceremony

ceremoniously /serr'mouniosli/
with a lot of ceremony

adv



ceremony

ceremony /'serimoni/ noun an important
official occasion when something special is
done in public O They held a ceremony to re-
member the victims of the train crash. Syn-
onym rite O to stand on ceremony to be
formal and not relaxed O Don’t stand on
ceremony.

cerise /sa'riis/ noun a bright pink colour

@ certain /'s3:it(o)n/ adj 1. having no
doubts about something O Are you certain
that you locked the door? O I'm not certain
where she lives. 0O to make certain that to
do something in order that something else
will definitely happen O He put the money in
his safe to make certain that no one could
steal it. 2. without any doubt O Our team is
certain to win the prize. 3. O a certain quan-
tity, a certain amount some O The fire did a
certain amount of damage. O Rebuilding the
house took a certain amount of time. O You
need to add a certain quantity of water to the
paint. 4. which you do not know or are not
definite about O The manager is a certain Mr
Arbuthnot. O Certain fungi can make you ill
if you eat them.

@ certainly /'sa:t(o)nli/ adv 1. of course
(after a question or order) O Can you give
me a lift to the station? — Certainly. O Tell
him to write to me immediately. — Certainly,
sir. O Give me a kiss. — Certainly not! 2. defi-
nitely O She certainly impressed the judges.
O He certainly knows how to score goals.

® certainty /'s3:t(o)nti/ noun 1. being cer-
tain O [ can't tell who won with any certainty
— it was a photo-finish. O There is no cer-
tainty that the weather will stay fine for the
whole of next week. 2. a sure or certain thing
O Fine weather in November is not an abso-
lute certainty. (NOTE: The plural is certain-
ties.)

® certificate /so'tifikot/ noun an official
document which proves or shows something
O She has been awarded a certificate for
swimming. O He has a certificate of aptitude
in English.

certify /'saitifar/ verb 1. to make an offi-
cial statement in writing O The document is
certified as a true copy. O He was certified
dead on arrival at hospital. 2. to send a pa-
tient to a mental hospital (old) O His parents
had him certified.

certitude /'sa:titjurd/ noun certainty. Syn-
onym conviction. Antonym uncertainty
cervical /'s3:vik(a)l/ adj 1. referring to the
neck O The bones in the neck are the seven
cervical vertebrae. 2. referring to the cervix
of the womb O What can be done to prevent
cervical cancer? O In your case, you should
have a cervical smear test every year.
cervix /'s3:viks/ noun 1. any narrow neck
of an organ 2. the neck of the womb, the nar-
row lower part of the uterus leading into the
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vagina O Cancer of the cervix may not show
any symptoms for a very long time. (NOTE:
The plural is cervixes.)

cessation /se'se1f(a)n/ noun the process
of stopping. Synonym end (NOTE: no plural)
cession /'sef(a)n/ noun the action of giv-
ing up possession of something, especially an
area of land. » cede (NOTE: no plural. Do not
confuse with session.)

cesspit /'sespit/, cesspool /'sespu:l/
noun an underground container for collecting
household sewage

cf. abbr used to refer to a footnote or to an-
other part of the text

CFC abbr chlorofluorocarbon, compound of
fluorine and chlorine O CFCs contribute to
the destruction of the ozone layer. O When
CFCs are released into the atmosphere, they
rise slowly taking about seven years to reach
the stratosphere.

chafe /tfeif/ verb to rub something and
make it sore

chaff /t[a:f, t[ef/ noun the dried stems of
plants such as wheat which are left after the
grain is collected

chagrin /'[agrin/ noun a feeling of being
annoyed or sad

@ chain /tfemn/ noun 1. a series of metal
rings joined together O She wore a gold
chain round her neck. O He stopped when the
chain came off his bike. 2. a series of busi-
nesses such as stores, restaurants or hotels
which belong to the same company O a chain
of hotels or a hotel chain O She runs a chain
of shoe shops. 3. a group of large mountains
O The Rockies are a chain of mountains run-
ning down from Canada through the western
states. 4. a series of people, each buying an-
other’s house O There is a chain of six fami-
lies involved, so the sale will take some time.
m verb to attach with a chain O I chained my
bike to the lamppost.

chain reaction /tfein ri'eekfon/ noun a
series of reactions which follow on from an
event

chainsaw /'t feinso:/ noun a saw where
the teeth are set in a continuous chain driven
by a motor

chain-smoke /'tfein smouk/ verb to
smoke cigarettes one after the other

chain store /'t fen sto:/ noun one of a se-
ries of shops owned by the same company

@ chair /tfea/ noun 1. a piece of furniture
which you can sit on, with a back O He
pulled up a chair and started to write. O
These dining-room chairs are very hard. 2.
the person who is in charge of a meeting O
Please address all your comments to the
chair. o in the chair the position of being in
charge of a meeting O Mrs Smith was in the
chair. o Mr Jones took the chair Mr Jones



chairlift

was in charge of the meeting 3. the position
of professor at a university O He has been
appointed to the chair of English. m verb to
take charge of a meeting O The meeting was
chaired by Mrs Smith.

chairlift /'t [ealift/ noun a line of moving
chairs which take people to the top of a
mountain slope, especially people who are
skiing

® chairman /'tfeamon/ noun 1. a person
who is in charge of a meeting O Mrs Jones
was the chairman at the meeting. 2. a person
who presides over a board of directors O the
chairman of the bank (NOTE: The plural is
chairmen.)

chairmanship /'tfeomonfip/ noun the
position of being a chairman

chairperson /'tfeap3is(o)n/ noun a per-
son who is in charge of a meeting
chairwoman /'tfeowumon/ noun a
woman who is in charge of a meeting (NOTE:
The plural is chairwomen.)

chaise longue /[e1z 'Ipy/ noun a com-
fortable chair with a long seat, similar to a
sofa with an arm at only one end

chalet /'[&le1/ noun a small house, usually
made of wood, often one where people stay
for a holiday

chalice /'t felis/ noun a metal cup in which
wine is offered at a communion service
chalk /tfo:k/ noun 1. a type of soft white

rock made of calcium O The white cliffs of

Dover are formed of chalk. o as different as
chalk and cheese completely different (infor-
mal) 2. a stick of a white or coloured used for
writing on a blackboard, e.g. in a classroom
O He wrote the dates on the board in col-
oured chalk. m verb to mark or write with
chalk O She chalked the menu for the day on
the blackboard.

chalk up /tfo:k 'Ap/ verb to achieve a
score or a victory

chalky /'t [o:ki/ adj1. full of chalk O chalky
soil 2. white like chalk O a chalky liquid 3.
feeling powdery like crushed chalk O This
bread has a chalky feel to it.

@ challenge /'t felind3/ noun 1. a difficult
test of someone’s skill or strength etc. O The
action by the union is another challenge to
the authority of the government. O to pose a
challenge to someone to be extremely diffi-
cult to do O Getting the piano up the stairs
will pose a challenge to the removal men. 2.
an invitation to something such as a fight or
competition O Qur team accepted the chal-
lenge to play another game. O to take up a
challenge to agree to fight m verb 1. to ask
someone to prove that he is right O When
challenged, he admitted that he had seen her
get into a car. O The committee’s conclusions
have been challenged by other experts. 2. O
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to challenge someone to a fight to ask
someone to fight you

challenging /'tfelind3ziy/ adj difficult,
which is a challenge

® chamber /'t fexmba/ noun 1. an official
room 2. an empty space inside the heart O
Blood collects inside the chambers of the
heart and is then pumped out. 3. a space in a
piece of a machine, especially one of the
spaces for bullets in a gun

chambermaid /'tfermbomerd/ noun a
woman who cleans bedrooms in a hotel
chamber music /'tfermbo  jmjuizik/
noun music for a few instruments which can
be played in a small room

Chamber of Commerce /,t[eimbaor ov
'koma3:s/ noun a group of local business peo-
ple who meet to discuss problems which they
have and to encourage business in their town
chamber orchestra /'t fetmbar
,o:kistro/ noun a small orchestra which
plays chamber music

chambers /'t feimboz/ plural noun the of-
fice of a judge or a lawyer

chameleon /ko'mi:lion/ noun a type of
lizard which changes its colour to match
what is around it

champ /t [eemp/ noun the winner of a com-
petition, especially in sport (informal) O He's
the champ! Synonym champion m verb to
chew hard and noisily o to champ at the bit
to be impatient to do something O The sales
staff are champing at the bit because the
product is still not ready.

champagne /fzm'pem/ noun sparkling
white wine from the north-east of France
champers /'[empoz/ noun same as
champagne (informal)

® champion /'tfeempion/ noun the best
one in a particular competition O She was
champion two years running. O He's the
world champion in the 100 metres. m verb O
to champion a cause to support a cause
strongly O They are championing the cause
of women'’s rights.

@ championship /'t f&mpionfip/ noun 1.
a contest to find who is the champion O The
schools’ tennis championship was won by a
boy from Leeds. 2. support for a cause O Her
constant championship of the homeless.

® chance /tfains/ noun 1. a possibility,
likelihood O There is no chance of rain in
August. O What are their chances of survival
in this weather? 2. opportunity O ['ve been
waiting for a chance to speak to the Prime
Minister. O I wish I had the chance to visit
South Africa. 3. luck O It was pure chance or
it was quite by chance that we were travel-
ling on the same bus. (NOTE: the meanings:
chance of + ing = possibility of doing
something; chance to = opportunity to do
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something) m verb 1. to do something by
chance O She chanced to look round as she
came up to her. O The car in front of us
chanced to turn right. 2. O to chance it to try
to do something which is risky O The sky
looks grey, but I think I'll chance it without
an umbrella.

chancel /'t fa:nsol/ noun a part of a church
where a choir usually sits

® chancellor /'t [a:ns(a)la/ noun 1. an im-

portant official O He became chancellor of

the university last year. 2. the head of the
government, equivalent to Prime Minister)
(in Germany or Austria)

® Chancellor of the Exchequer
/'tfa:nsalor ov dir 1ks't[ekoa/, Chancellor
noun the chief finance minister in the British
government (NOTE: In most countries, this is
called the Minister of Finance; the Ameri-
can equivalent is the Secretary of the
Treasury.)

chancy /'t[a:nsi/ adj risky, not very sure.
Synonym risky (NOTE: chancier -
chanciest)

chandelier / feenda'lia/ noun a light fit-
ting which hangs from the ceiling, with sev-
eral branches for holding electric bulbs

® change /tfeinds/ noun 1. the act of
changing or being changed O There was a
last-minute change of plan. O We've seen a
lot of changes over the years. O it’s a change
for the better it has made things better than
they were 2. something different © We usu-
ally go on holiday in summer, but this year
we 're taking a winter holiday for a change. O
A cup of tea is a nice change after all those
glasses of orange juice. O A change of scen-
ery will do you good. o she took a change of
clothes with her she took a set of clean
clothes with her 3. money in coins or notes O
1 need some change for the parking meter. O
Have you got change for a £5 note? 4. money
which you get back when you have given
more than the correct price O The book is
£3.50, so if you give me £5, you should get
£1.50 change. O The shopkeeper gave me the
wrong change. O keep the change keep the
change as a tip (said to people such as wait-
ers) 5. O to ring the changes to try various
things to see which is best O I don’t always
buy the same newspaper, 1 prefer to ring the
changes between ‘The Times’, ‘The Inde-
pendent’ and ‘The Guardian’. m verb 1. to
make something different; to become differ-
ent O Living in the country has changed his
attitude towards towns. O London has
changed a lot since we used to live there. O
He’s changed so much since I last saw him
that 1 hardly recognised him. O The prince
was changed into a frog. 0 I’ve changed my
mind I've decided to do something different
2. to put on different clothes O I'm just going
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upstairs to change or to get changed. O Go
into the bathroom if you want to change your
dress. O to change a bed to put clean sheets
on a bed O The cleaning staff came in to
change the beds. 3. to use or have something
in place of something else O You ought to
change your car tyres if they are worn. O
Can we change our room for one with a view
of the sea? O She’s recently changed her job
or changed jobs. O to change trains or buses
to get off one train or bus and onto another to
continue your journey O To get to Stratford
you will have to change (trains) at Birming-
ham. 4. O to change gear to change from one
gear to the next when driving a car 5. to give
smaller coins or notes for a larger one O can
you change a £20 note? can you give me
small change for a £20 note? 6. to give one
type of currency for another O [ had to
change £1,000 into dollars. O We want to
change some traveller’s cheques.
changeable /'tfeindzob(a)l/ adj which
changes often, which is likely to change of-
ten. Synonym variable

changed /tfeind3d/ adj different from be-
fore O When she returned from France she
was a changed woman.

change down /t[eind3 'davn/ verb to
move to a lower gear when driving a car
change over / tfeind3 'ouve/ verb 1. to
exchange places, positions, or roles 2. (in
sports such as football) to move to opposite
ends of a playing field, usually halfway
through a match

changeover /'tfeindzauve/ noun 1. a
change from one thing to another 2. (in
sports such as football) the movement of
teams to opposite ends of a playing field 3.
the passing of a baton in a relay race
change up /,t[emnd3 'Ap/ verb to move to
a higher gear when driving a car

changing of the guard /tfeindzip ov
090 'ga:d/ noun a military ceremony, where
one shift of soldiers is replaced by another on
guard duty at a palace, etc.

changing room /'tfeind3iy ruim/ noun
a room in a public place where you can
change into or out of clothes

@ channel /'tfe&n(o)l/ noun 1. a piece of
water connecting two seas 2. a way in which
information or goods are passed from one
place to another O The matter was sorted out
through the normal diplomatic channels. 3. a
frequency band for radio or TV or a station
using this band O We 're watching Channel 4.
O The new chat show is scheduled to compete
with the gardening programme on the other
channel. 4. the bottom of a stream, ditch or
gutter along which water can flow m verb to
send something in a certain direction O They
are channelling their funds into research.
Synonym direct (NOTE: channelling -



channel of communication

channelled. The US spelling is channeling
— channeled.)

channel of communication /t[an(o)l
av kamjuini'kerf(e)n/ noun a way of
communicating

Channel Tunnel /tfen(a)l 'tan(a)l/
noun a tunnel for trains under the English
Channel between England and France
chant /tfaint/ noun a regular singing or
shouting of a repeated song or phrase O She
has a recording of chants by Buddhist monks.
O The chants of ‘down with the police’ could
be heard in the streets. m verb to sing or
shout to a regular beat O The crowds chanted
anti-government slogans.

chaos /'keips/ noun confusion. Synonym
disorder

chaos theory /'keips ,01ori/ noun a the-
ory that things happen at random, and one
should plan for the unexpected to happen
chaotic /ker'ntik/ adj confused, without
order

® chap /tfep/ noun a man (informal) O
He’s a really nice chap. O I bought it from a
chap at work. m verb (of the skin) to crack O
Rub some ointment on your chapped lips.
(NOTE: chapping — chapped)

chapel /'t feep(a)l/ noun 1. a part of a large
church with a separate altar O There’s a cha-
pel on the west side of the cathedral dedi-
cated to St Teresa. 2. a small church attached
to a special institution O They were buried in
the prison chapel.

chaplain /'t[eplin/ noun a priest attached
to a private individual, to a prison or to one
of the armed services

chapped /tfept/ adj (especially of the
skin) dry, cracked or sore

® chapter /'t faepta/ noun 1. a division of a
book O The first chapter is rather slow, but
after that the story gets exciting. O Don't tell
me how it finishes — I'm only up to chapter
three. ¥ verse 2. a group of priests or monks
who run a cathedral or monastery

@ character /'karikta/ noun 1. the part of
a person which makes him or her behave dif-
ferently from all others O His character is
quite different from yours. O strong charac-
ter a person with special qualities such as de-
termination or the ability to influence others
2. a person in a play or novel O The leading
character in the film is an old blind woman.
3. a letter or symbol used in writing or print-
ing O The book is printed in Chinese
characters.

characterisation / keriktorar'zerf(o)n/,
characterization noun an indication of
character. Synonym description

® characterise /'kariktorarz/, charac-
terize verb 1. to be a typical feature of some-
thing O The northern coast is characterised
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by tall cliffs and tiny beaches. 2. to describe
someone or something as a particular type of
person or thing O He didn 't like to be charac-
terised as weak and inefficient.

@ characteristic /karikto'ristik/ adj
typical O You can recognise her by her char-
acteristic way of walking. O That is charac-
teristic of this type of flower. Antonym
uncharacteristic (NOTE: something is char-
acteristic of something) ®m noun a typical
feature O The two cars have very similar
characteristics. Synonym trait
characteristically  /kearikto'ristikli/
adv in a typical way, typically. Antonym
unusually

characterless /'kariktalos/ adj ordinary,
with no special features. Synonym bland
charade /fo'ra:d/ noun a situation which
has no meaning or which is simply a pre-
tence O Can you make any sense of this cha-
rade? O Why bother with this charade of
consultation when we know that a decision
has already been taken?

charades /[o'ra:dz/ plural noun a game
where people have to guess a word from a
scene acted by others O We had a game of
charades or we played charades.

charcoal /'tfa:koul/ noun a black fuel
formed from wood which has been burnt
slowly, used for barbecues and grills © We
need a bag of charcoal for the barbecue.

® charge /tfa:d3/ noun 1. money which
you have to pay O There is no charge for de-
livery. O We make a small charge for rental.
o0 we will send the parcel free of charge we
will send the parcel without asking you to
pay for postage 2. a claim by the police that
someone has done something wrong O He
was kept in prison on a charge of trying to
blow up the Houses of Parliament. 3. O in
charge being in control of O He is in charge
of the sales department. O Who's in charge
here? O to take charge of something to start
to be responsible for something O She took
charge of the class while the teacher was out
of the room. 4. an electric current O He was
killed by an electric charge from the wires. 5.
a running attack O The captain led the charge
against the enemy camp. m verb 1. to ask
someone to pay O The restaurant charged me
£10 for two glasses of water. O How much
did the garage charge for mending the car?
O to charge the packing to the customer to
ask the customer to pay for the packing 2. (of
the police) to say that someone has done
something wrong O He was charged with
stealing the jewels. 3. to attack someone
while running O The police charged the riot-
ers. O If the bull charges, run as fast as you
can for the gate! 4. to run quickly and with-
out care O The children charged into the
kitchen. 5. to give someone responsibility O



charge card

She was charged with organising the club’s
dinner dance. 6. to put electricity into a bat-
tery O You can charge your phone battery by
plugging it into the mains overnight.

charge card /'t fa:d3 ka:d/ noun a plastic
card which you can use to buy things from a
particular shop, and pay for them at a later
date

charged /t[a:d3d/ adj full of a strong emo-
tion. Antonym calm

chargé d’affaires /,[a:zer de'fea/ noun
an official in an embassy who takes the place
of an ambassador

charger /'t fa:dzo/ noun 1. a device which
can be plugged into the mains and connected
to a storage battery to restore the charge O
How long do you have to connect the battery
to the charger before it is recharged? 2. a
heavy medieval battle horse O Knights in ar-
mour had to be lifted onto their chargers with
cranes.

chariot /'tferiot/ noun a two-wheeled ve-
hicle pulled by horses

charioteer /tfario'tta/ noun a person
who drives a chariot

charisma /ko'rizmoa/ noun personal ap-
peal. Synonym magnetism

charismatic / kariz'metik/ adj appealing
to people. Synonym magnetic

charitable /'tferitob(a)l/ adj 1. referring
to a charity O She was famous for her chari-
table work. 2. understanding, or less critical
O Commuters ought to be more charitable to-
wards railway staff — they 're only doing their
best.

charitably /'t faritobli/ adv in a charitable
way

@ charity /'t [eerit1/ noun 1. an organisation
which collects money to help the poor or to
support some cause O Charities do not pay
tax. 2. help, usually money, given to the poor
O She lost her job and her family have to rely
on the charity of neighbours. (NOTE: no plu-
ral in this meaning)

charity shop /'tf=riti [op/ noun a shop
run by a charity where you can take things
such as old clothes and ornaments, which are
then sold and the money given to the charity
(NOTE: The plural is charities.)

charlatan /'[a:loton/ noun a person who
pretends to be an expert. Synonym fake
charm /tfa:m/ noun 1. attractiveness O She

has great personal charm. O The charm of

the Devon countryside. 2. an object which is
supposed to have magical powers O She
wears a lucky charm round her neck. m verb
1. to put someone under a spell O The old
man played a pipe and charmed a snake out
of its basket. 2. to attract someone, or to
make someone pleased O He always man-
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ages to charm the girls at the office. O I was
charmed by their tiny cottage in the country.
charmed /tfa:md/ adj protected as if by
magic

® charming /'t fa:miy/ adj attractive. Syn-
onym delightful. Antonym unattractive
charred /tfa:d/ adjburnt in a fire

® chart /tfa:t/ noun 1. a map of the sea, a
river or a lake O You will need an accurate
chart of the entrance to the river. 2. a dia-
gram showing statistics O 4 chart showing
the increase in cases of lung cancer. ®m verb
1. to make a map of the sea, a river or lake O
He charted the coast of southern Australia in
the 18th century. 2. to describe or make a di-
agram of something to show information O
The book charts the rise of the new political
party.

® charter /'tfa:to/ noun a legal document
giving rights or privileges to a town or a uni-
versity O The university received its charter
in 1846. m verb to hire an aircraft, bus or boat
for a particular trip O We chartered a boat for
a day trip to the island. Synonym rent
chartered /'t[a:tod/ adj 1. (of an aircraft,
bus or boat) which has been hired for a par-
ticular trip O 4 fleet of chartered coaches
took the group to the beach. 2. (of someone
such as an accountant) having passed the
professional examinations O He is a char-
tered surveyor.

chartered accountant /tfa:tod o-
'kauntant/ noun a qualified accountant
charter flight /'tfa:to flart/ noun a flight
in an aircraft which has been hired by the air-
line for a special occasion

charter plane /'tfa:ta plein/ noun a plane
which has been chartered

charts /tfa:ts/ plural noun alist of the most
popular records

charwoman /'t fa:womon/ noun a woman
who does cleaning work in a private house
(dated)

chary /'tfeari/ adj cautious, reluctant to do
something. Synonym wary. Antonym
reckless

® chase /tfe1s/ noun a pursuit O He was
caught after a three-hour chase along the
motorway. O to give chase to run after some-
one O The robbers escaped and the police
gave chase. ® verb 1. to run after someone in
order to try to catch him or her O The police
officer chased the burglars down the street. O
The postman was chased by a dog. 2. to ask
someone how work is progressing in order to
try to speed it up O We are trying to chase the
accounts department for your cheque. O I
will chase up your order with the production
department.

chasm /'kaz(o)m/ noun 1. a very big dif-
ference of opinion O How can we bridge the



chassis

chasm between the two sides in the dispute?
2. a very big crack in the ground O The
mountaineers were forced to turn back when
they reached a chasm in the glacier.
chassis /'[&si/ noun 1. the metal frame-
work of a car O The car’s chassis was dam-
aged in the accident. 2. the part on the
underneath of an aircraft O The aircraft radi-
oed to say that the chassis had failed. (NOTE:
The plural is chassis /' [&s12/.)

chaste /t[eist/ adj sexually pure. Antonym
impure

chastened /'t fers(o)nd/ adj less proud
chastise /t[@'staiz/ verb to punish some-
one. Synonym reprimand. Antonym praise
chastisement /t[&'staizmont/ noun the
act of punishing someone (formal). Synonym
reprimand. Antonym praise

chastity /'t [aest1ti/ noun the state or fact of
being chaste. Synonym purity

@ chat /tfet/ noun casual friendly talk O
She likes to drop in for a cup of coffee and a
chat. © 1'd like to have a chat with you about
vyour work. Synonym conversation m verb
to talk in a casual and friendly way O They
were chatting about their holidays when the
bus arrived. O to chat someone up to talk to
someone with the intention of starting a sex-
ual relationship with them (informal) O He
tried to chat up the girl he met in a bar.
chat room /'t fe&et ruzm/ noun a facility ex-
changing messages by computer in real time
@ chat show /'t et [ou/ noun a TV show
where famous people talk to the host
chattels /'tfat(o)lz/ plural noun same as
possessions

chatter /'t[=to/ noun quick talking © The
chatter of children in the corridor. m verb to
talk quickly and not seriously O She went on
chattering on the phone, not realising that
the boss was standing behind her. O his teeth
were chattering his teeth were knocking to-
gether because he was shivering
chatterbox /'tfeetoboks/ noun a person
who cannot stop talking (informal). Synonym
talker

chattering classes /'tfetoriy kla:siz/
plural noun middle-class people working e.g.
in the media, who spend their time meeting
and gossiping about events in the news
(disapproving)

chatty /'t[=ti/ adj 1. who likes to chat O
She’s a very chatty person, always stopping
to gossip with anyone she meets. 2. informal
O He has a pleasant chatty style, which goes
down well with readers of Saturday papers.
chauffeur /'[oufa/ noun a person who is
paid to drive a car for someone else O The
chauffeur brought the Rolls round to the
door. Synonym driver B verb to drive a car
for someone else O My husband lost his driv-
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checked
ing licence and I had to chauffeur him
everywhere.
chauvinism /'fouviniz(e)m/ noun a

strong feeling of pride in your native country
O Chauvinism is a barrier to full integration
into the European Union.
chauvinist /'[ouvinist/ noun a person
who has a strong feeling of pride in his or her
native country O Chauvinists insist that Brit-
ish cooking is better than French.
chauvinistic / fouvi'nistik/ adj feeling
that your country is better than all others.
Synonym bigoted
® cheap /tfi:p/ adj which does not cost a
lot of money O If you want a cheap radio you
ought to shop around. O Why do you go by
bus? — Because it’s cheaper than the train. O
Buses are by far the cheapest way to travel.
W adv at a low price O I bought them cheap
in the local market. ® noun O on the cheap
in the cheapest possible way O We got these
chairs on the cheap in an auction.
cheapen /'tfizpan/ verb to reduce the
value of something. Synonym denigrate.
Antonym elevate
@ cheaply /'tfiipli/ adv without paying
much money
cheapness /'t [izpnas/ noun low cost
® cheat /t[i:t/ noun a person who acts un-
fairly in order to win O [ won’t play cards
with him again, he’s a cheat. m verb 1. to act
unfairly in order to be successful O They
don’t let her play any more since they found
she was cheating. O They are sure he cheated
in his exam, but can’t find out how he did it.
2. 0O to cheat someone out of something to
get something by tricking someone O She
was furious, saying that she had been
cheated out of the first prize.
® check /tfek/ noun 1. an examination or
test O The police are carrying out checks on
all cars. O A routine check of the fire equip-
ment. 2. US (in a restaurant) a bill © I'll ask
for the check. 3. US spelling of cheque 4.
US a mark on paper to show that something
is correct O Make a check in the box marked
‘R’. (NOTE: The British term is tick.) 5. 0 in
check under control O We must keep our
spending in check. 6. (in chess) a situation
where your opponent has to move to protect
his or her king ® verb 1. to make sure O /'d
better check with the office if there are any
messages for me. O Did you lock the door? —
1’ll go and check. 2. to examine O You must
have your car checked every 10,000 miles. 3.
US to mark with a sign to show that some-
thing is correct O Check the box marked ‘R’.
(NOTE: The British term is tick.) 4. to bring
someone or something to a halt O Bad
weather checked the expedition’s progress.
checked /t[ekt/ adj with a pattern of small
squares. Synonym check



checkers

checkers /'t[ekoz/ noun US a game for
two people played on a board with black and
white squares and round pieces (NOTE: The
British term is draughts.)

check in / tfek 'in/ verb 1. (at a hotel) to
arrive at a hotel and sign for a room O He
checked in at 12.15. O We checked into our
hotel and then went on a tour of the town. 2.
(at an airport) to give in your ticket to show
you are ready to take the flight O Please
check in two hours before your departure
time. 3. O to check baggage in to pass your
baggage to the airline staff to put it on the
plane for you O My bag hasn’t been checked
in yet.

@ check-in /'tfek mn/ noun a place where
passengers give in their tickets and baggage
for a flight

checklist /'t feklist/ noun a list of things
which have to be done or dealt with before
something can be done

checkmate /'t fekmeit/ noun (in chess) a
situation at the end of a game where the king
cannot move O That’s checkmate! m verb 1.
(in chess) to put your opponent’s king in a
position from which he cannot escape O She
managed to checkmate me for the second
game running. (NOTE: also shortened simply
to mate) 2. to put an opponent into an impos-
sible situation O If the judiciary manages to
checkmate the president, he will have to
resign.

® check out /,tfek 'avt/ verb 1. (at a ho
tel) to leave and pay for a room O We will
check out before breakfast. 2. to take luggage
out of safe keeping O The ticket shows that
he checked out his bag at 9.15. 3. to see if
something is all right O I thought I heard a
noise in a kitchen — I'll just go and check it
out.

@ checkout /'t fekavt/ noun 1. (in a su-
permarket) a cash desk where you pay for
the goods you have bought O There were
huge queues at the checkouts. 2. 0 checkout
time is 12.00 the time by which you have to
leave your room is 12.00

checkpoint /'t fekpoint/ noun a place on a
road where the police or army check cars and
people passing. Synonym barrier
checkroom /'t fekru:m/ noun US a place
where you leave your coat in a public build-
ing such as a restaurant or theatre (NOTE: The
British term is cloakroom.)

@ checkup /'tfekap/ noun 1. a test to see
if someone is fit O He had a heart checkup
last week. 2. a general examination by a doc-
tor or dentist O She made an appointment
with the dentist for a checkup. 3. a general
examination of a machine O I'm taking the
car to the garage for its six-monthly checkup.
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check up on / tfek 'Ap on/ verb to make
sure that something has been done correctly.
Antonym ignore

Cheddar /'t feda/ noun a smooth hard light
yellow cheese, originally from a village of
this name in the west of England

@ cheek /tfi:k/ noun 1. a fat part of the face
on either side of the nose and below the eye
O a baby with red cheeks 2. rudeness O He
had the cheek to ask for more money. (NOTE:
no plural in this sense)

cheekbone /'t[izkboun/ noun a bone just
below the eye which forms the prominent
part of the cheek

cheekily /'t fizkili/ advin a cheeky way
cheeky /'tfi:ki/ adj rude. Synonym impu-
dent. Antonym respectful (NOTE: cheekier
— cheekiest)

® cheer /t[19/ noun a shout of praise or en-
couragement O When he scored the goal a
great cheer went up. O three cheers three
shouts of praise for someone O Three cheers

for the goalkeeper! hip! hip! hooray! m verb

to shout encouragement O The crowd
cheered when the first marathon runners ap-
peared. Synonym applaud. Antonym boo

@ cheerful /'t [1of(o)l/ adj happy
cheerfully /'t f1of(9)li/ adv in a happy way
cheerfulness /'tf1of(o)lnas/ noun the
state of being cheerful. Synonym happi-
ness. Antonym sadness

cheerily /'t f1ori1li/ adv in a cheery way

® cheerio /,tf1ori'ou/ interj goodbye (infor-
mal)

cheerleader /'tfioli:do/ noun a person
who directs the cheering of a crowd
cheerless /'t [10los/ adj unpleasant and un-
welcoming. Synonym gloomy

cheers! /'tf10z/ interj (when drinking) 1.
thank you! 2. good health! O They all lifted
their glasses and said ‘cheers!’.

® cheer up /tfior 'Ap/ verb to become
happier O cheer up! don’t be miserable! o to
cheer someone up to make someone happier
O She made him a good meal to try to cheer
him up. Synonym perk up. Antonym
depress

cheery /'t[1ori/ adj happy (NOTE: cheerier
- cheeriest)

@ cheese /t[iiz/ noun a solid food made
from milk O She ordered a cheese omelette
and chips. O At the end of the meal we’ll
have biscuits and cheese. O Can I have a
pound of Cheshire cheese, please? O ‘say
cheese!” used when asking people to smile
when their photo is being taken (informal) O
The photographer got us all in a line and
then told us to ‘say cheese!’.
cheeseburger /'t[i:zb3:go/ noun a ham-
burger with melted cheese on top



cheesecake

cheesecake /'t [i:zkeik/ noun a tart with a
sweet pastry base and cooked cream cheese
on top, often covered with fruit

cheesed off /tfirzd 'of/ adj fed up, an-
noyed about something (informal)

cheesy /'tfiizi/ adj 1. like cheese in ap-
pearance, flavour or consistency 2. cheap and
without style

cheetah /'tfiito/ noun an animal like a
small leopard, with black spots on pale fur,
which can run faster than any other animal

® chef /[ef/ noun a cook in a restaurant

® chemical /'’kemik(o)l/ adj referring to
chemistry O If you add acid it sets off a
chemical reaction. m noun a substance which
is formed by reactions between elements O
Rows of glass bottles containing chemicals.
O Chemicals are widely used in agriculture.
® chemist /'kemist/ noun 1. a person who
prepares and sells medicines O Ask the chem-
ist to give you something for indigestion. 2. a
scientist who studies chemical substances O
She works as a chemist in a nuclear
laboratory.

® chemistry /'’kemistri/ noun 1. the sci-
ence of chemical substances and their reac-
tions O She’s studying chemistry at
university. O He passed his chemistry exam.
2. o personal chemistry reaction of one per-
son to another O The personal chemistry of
the two leaders was very good.
chemotherapy / ki:mou'0erapi/ noun the
process of using chemical drugs to fight a
disease, especially using toxic chemicals to
destroy rapidly developing cancer cells
(NOTE: no plural)

@ cheque /t[ek/ noun a note to a bank ask-
ing for money to be paid from one account to
another O [ paid for the jacket by cheque. O
He made out the cheque to Mr Smith. O He'’s
forgotten to sign the cheque. (NOTE: The US
spelling is check.)

@ chequebook /'tfekbuk/ noun a set of
blank cheques attached together in a cover
(NOTE: The US spelling is checkbook.)
cheque card /'tfek ka:d/ noun a plastic
bank card that guarantees that a cheque will
be paid by the bank

chequered /'tfekod/ adj 1. laid out in a
pattern of squares 2. varied, with good and
bad parts O She had a chequered career in
the police force.

chequered flag / tfekod 'fleg/ noun a
black and white check flag used to show the
end of a motor race

cherish /'t fer1f/ verb 1. to love O The two
persons he cherished most died during the
year. O She cherished the old ring given to
her by her grandmother. 2. to cling on to a
hope O She still cherishes the hope of living
in a warmer country.
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® cherry /'tferi/ noun a small sweet red
fruit, which grows on a tree

cherry tomato /'t feri to,ma:tou/ noun a
variety of very small tomato

cherub /'tferob/ noun 1. a small fat angel
2. a child who looks like an angel. Synonym
angel

® chess /tfes/ noun a game for two people
played on a board with sixteen pieces, often
shaped like people, on each side (NOTE: no
plural)

chessboard /'tfesbo:d/ noun a board
with black and white squares used to play
chess on

chessman /'t fesman/ noun a piece used
in the game of chess

@ chest /t[est/ noun 1. the top front part of
the body, where the heart and lungs are O If’
you have pains in your chest or if you have
chest pains, you ought to see a doctor. O The
doctor listened to the patient’s chest. O She
was rushed to hospital with chest wounds. O
He has a 48-inch chest. o to get something
off your chest to speak honestly about a
problem 2. a piece of furniture, like a large
box O He keeps his old clothes in a chest un-
der the bed.

chest freezer /'t fest ,frizzo/ noun a hori-
zontal freezer with a lid on top

chestnut /'tfesnat/ noun 1. © horse
chestnut, sweet chestnut (frees) 2. a large
reddish-brown shiny nut, from a horse chest-
nut or sweet chestnut tree 3. the wood from a
chestnut tree O a chestnut table 4. a
red-brown colour O She has beautiful long
chestnut hair. 5. a red-brown horse O Do you
know the name of the chestnut that came
last? 6. an old joke O His speech was just a
series of not very amusing old chestnuts.
chest of drawers / tfest ov 'dro:z/ plu-
ral noun a piece of furniture with several
drawers for clothes

chevron /'fevron/ noun 1. a V shape O 4
sign with a white chevron indicates a bend in
the road. 2. a piece of braid, shaped like a V,
sewn on the sleeve of a soldier’s uniform to
show his or her rank O Now that he has been
promoted he has two gold chevrons on his
sleeve.

chew /t[u:/ verb to make something soft
with your teeth O You must chew your meat
well, or you will get pains in your stomach. O
The dog was lying in front of the fire chewing
a bone.

@ chewing gum /'tfuiiy gam/ noun a
sweet substance which you chew but do not
swallow

chew up /,tfu: 'ap/ verb to ruin something
by chewing it a lot

chewy /'tfu:i/ adj which must be chewed
for a long time before swallowing



chic

chic /[i:k/ adj elegant and fashionable O /¢’s
very chic these days to have an all white
sports car. O We took our visitors to a very
chic restaurant in Mayfair. Synonym styl-
ish. Antonym unfashionable m noun ele-
gance O Her special brand of chic is like no
one else’s. Synonym style

chick /t[1k/ noun a baby bird, especially a
baby hen

@ chicken /'t[1kin/ noun 1. a young hen O
Chickens were running everywhere in the
farmyard. (NOTE: The plural is chickens.) 2.
meat from a hen O We're having roast
chicken for lunch. © Would you like another
slice of chicken? O We bought some chicken
sandwiches for lunch. (NOTE: no plural:
some chicken; a piece of chicken; a slice of
chicken)

chicken out /,tf1kin 'aut/ verb to decide
not to do something because you are scared
(slang)

chickenpox /'t fikin,poks/ noun an infec-
tious disease of children, with fever and itchy
red spots (NOTE: The scientific name is
varicella.)

chickpea /'tfikpi:/ noun 1. a yellow seed
eaten mainly in salads 2. the plant that pro-
duces chickpeas

chicory /'t[ikori/ noun a vegetable, the
leaves of which are used for salads, and the
roots dried and ground to mix with coffee to
make it bitter

chide /tfaid/ verb to criticise (literary).
Synonym reproach. Antonym praise
(NOTE: chided or chid /t[1d/ — has chided
or chidden)

@ chief /tfi:f/ adj most important O He's
the chief planner in the local authority. O
What is the chief cause of air accidents? Syn-
onym principal ® noun 1. a person in charge
in a group of people or in a business O He's
been made the new chief of our department.
O The fire chief warned that the building was
dangerous. 2. the leader of a tribe O A/l the
chiefs came together at a meeting.

Chief Constable /tfi:f 'kanstob(o)l/
noun the person in charge of a police force
Chief Executive /t[i:f 1g'zekjutiv/ noun
the main director who runs a company
Chief Justice /t[i:f 'd3zastis/ noun US
the main judge in a court, including the main
judge in the Supreme Court

chiefly /'tfi:fli/ adv mainly. Synonym
primarily

Chief of Staff / t[i:f ov 'sta:f/ noun1. a
high ranking officer who assists an officer
who is in command O He was Chief of Staff
to the general during the battle. 2. the main
assistant or adviser to someone who has an
important post O the president’s Chief of
Staff
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chieftain /'t[i:fton/ noun the leader of a
tribe

chiffon /'[ifon/ noun a type of very thin
light silk material

chihuahua /t[1'wa:wa/ noun a breed of
very small dog

@ child /tfaild/ noun 1. a young boy or girl
O There was no TV when my mother was a
child. O Here is a photograph of the Prime
Minister as a child. O A group of children
were playing on the beach. 2. the son or
daughter O Whose child is that? O How many
children have they got? O They have six chil-
dren — two boys and four girls. (NOTE: The
plural is children /'t f1ldron/.)

child abuse /'tfaild 5,bju:s/ noun bad
treatment of a child by an adult

child benefit /tfaild 'benifit/ noun
money given by the government to the par-
ents of young children

childbirth /'tfaildb3:0/ noun the act of
giving birth to a child

childcare /'tfaildkes/ noun the care of
young children

® childhood /'t faildhud/ noun the time
when someone is a child. Antonym
adulthood

childish /'tfaildif/ adj like a child; silly or
foolish

childless /'t[aildlos/ adj with no children
childlike /'t[aildlaik/ adj innocent like a
child. Antonym jaded

childminder /'tfaildmainds/ noun a per-
son who looks after children in his or her
own home while the parents are working
childproof /'tfaildpru:f/ adj 1. difficult
for a child to open or operate 2. made safe for
children to use W verb to make something
safe for children or hard for them to open or
operate

children /'t f1ldran/ plural of child
children’s home /'t [1ldronz houm/ noun
a home for children whose parents have died
or for children whose parents are unable to
look after them

child’s play /'tfaildz pler/ noun some-
thing which is very easy

child support /'tfaild so,po:t/ noun a
sum of money paid by a divorced person to
maintain the normal standard of living of his
or her children

® chill /tf1l/ noun 1. an illness caused by
cold © You'll catch a chill if you don’t wear a
coat. 2. coldness O The sun came up and
soon cleared away the morning chill. 3. an
atmosphere of gloom O The death of the
bride’s father cast a chill over the wedding.
m verb to cool O He asked for a glass of
chilled orange juice. O chilled to the bone
very cold (informal) O They were chilled to



chilli

the bone when they came back from their
walk over the moors.

chilli /'t [1li/ noun a dried seed pod of a type
of pepper plant, used to make hot sauces
(NOTE: The US spelling is chili.)

chilli con carne /,tili kon 'ka:ni/ noun a
Mexican dish of meat and beans cooked in a
hot chilli sauce (NOTE: Do not confuse with
chilly.)

chilling /'tf1liy/ adj frightening. Antonym
reassuring

chill out /,t[1l 'aut/ verb to relax

chilly /'t[1li/ adj quite cold (NOTE: chillier
- chilliest)

chime /tfaim/ noun the ringing of bells O
The chimes of Big Ben start the BBC News.
Synonym clang m verb (of bells, doorbells
or clocks) to ring O The church clock has just
chimed four.

chimney /'t[imni/ noun a tall brick col-
umn for taking smoke away from a fire o he
smokes like a chimney he smokes cigarettes
all the time (informal)

chimney stack /'t Jimni stak/ noun a tall
chimney rising above the roof of a factory or
a house

chimpanzee /t/impen'zi/,
/tf1mp/ noun a type of African ape
@ chin /tfm/ noun the front part of the bot-
tom jaw O She suddenly stood up and hit him
on the chin. O to keep your chin up to stay
confident O Even if everything seems to be
going wrong, try to keep your chin up!
china /'tfamns/ noun things such as cups
and plates made of decorated fine white clay
(NOTE: no plural)

® China /'t fana/ noun a very large country
in Asia (NOTE: capital: Beijing; people: the
Chinese; language: Chinese; currency:
renminbi or yuan)

® Chinese /tfar'nitzz/ adj referring to
China O Her husband is Chinese. O We often
go to a Chinese restaurant in the evening. ®
noun 1. a person from China O The Chinese
were not present at the conference. (NOTE:
The plural is Chinese.) 2. the language spo-
ken in China O She had been taking Chinese
lessons for some weeks. O The book has been
translated into Chinese.

chink /tfigk/ noun 1. a very small hole or
crack O Even a tiny chink in the curtains will
let light into the darkroom. 2. a little noise of
pieces of something hard hitting each other ©
The chink of glasses on the waiter’s tray. ®
verb to make a little noise O We could hear
the ice cubes chinking as she carried the tray
of drinks over to us.

chinos /'tfiinouz/ plural noun smart but
casual thick cotton trousers

chimp
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chintz /t[ints/ noun a thick cotton cloth
with bright flower patterns, used, e.g., for
curtains or for covering seats

@ chip /tfip/ noun 1. a long thin piece of
potato fried in oil O He ordered chicken and
chips and a glass of beer. 2. US a thin slice
of potato, fried till crisp and eaten cold as a
snack O He ordered a beer and a packet of
chips. (NOTE: The British term is crisp.) 3. a
small piece of something hard, such as wood
or stone O Chips of stone flew all over the
studio as he was carving the statue. 4. O
have a chip on your shoulder to feel con-
stantly annoyed because you feel you have
lost an advantage O He's got a chip on his
shoulder because his brother has a better job
than he has. 5. a piece of plastic or metal
which represents money in gambling O The
croupier raked the chips across the board. 0
when the chips are down when the situation
is serious and important decisions have to be
made (informal) m verb to break a small
piece off something hard O He banged the
cup down on the plate and chipped it. (NOTE:
chipping — chipped)

chipboard /'t [ipbo:d/ noun a thick board
made of small chips of wood glued together,
used in carpentry (NOTE: no plural; for one
piece say a sheet of chipboard, a piece of
chipboard)

chip in /,tfip 'm/ verb 1. to contribute O
We all chipped in for the present. 2. to inter-
rupt O My assistant suddenly chipped in with
a comment.

chipmunk /'tfipmapk/ noun a small
North American animal, like a little striped
squirrel

chiropodist /ki'ropadist/ noun a person
who specialises in looking after feet

chirp /t[3:p/ noun a sharp short call of birds
or grasshoppers O Can you hear the chirp of
the little birds in the nest? m verb (of birds or
grasshoppers) to call O The little chicks
were chirping in their box.

chirpy /'t[3:pi/ adj bright and cheerful (in-
formal). Synonym lively

chisel /'tf1z(o)l/ noun a metal tool which
you hit with a hammer to cut small pieces off
wood or stone O The stone carver tapped the
chisel very carefully with his hammer. ® verb
1. to cut wood or stone with a chisel O We
watched the sculptor chiselling away at the
piece of stone. 2. to swindle (old) O He chis-
elled the old lady out of all her savings.
(NOTE: chiselling — chiselled. The US
spelling is chiseling — chiseled)

chit /tfit/ noun a note or small invoice
(dated)

chitchat /'tfittfat/ noun conversations
about things which are not important (infor-
mal). Synonym chatter
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chivalrous /'[1valros/ adj courteous, very
polite

chivalry /'[tvolri/ noun politeness or
courtesy

chives /t [aivz/ plural noun a herb of which
the leaves are used to decorate dishes or in
soups or salads (NOTE: chives has no singu-
lar.)

chloride /'kloiraid/ noun a compound of
chlorine and another substance
chlorinated /'klo:rinertid/ adj added to or
treated with chlorine

chlorine /'klo:riin/ noun a powerful green-
ish gas, used to sterilise water and to bleach
things

chlorofluorocarbon /klo:rou,fluorou-
'kazban/ noun full form of CFC
chlorophyll /'klorofil/ noun the green
colouring in plants

choc /tok/ noun a chocolate (informal)
choc-ice /'t ok a1s/ noun a hard block of
ice cream covered with chocolate

chock /t[ok/ noun a small block of wood
which prevents wheels turning
chock-a-block /,t[ok o 'blok/ adj com-
pletely full (informal)

@ chocolate /'tfoklot/ noun 1. a sweet
brown food made from the crushed seeds of a
tropical tree O Can I buy a bar of chocolate?
O Her mother made a chocolate cake. 2. a
single sweet made from chocolate O There
are only three chocolates left in the box. O
Who's eaten the last chocolate? 3. a drink
made from chocolate powder and milk © / al-
ways have a cup of hot chocolate before I go
to bed. 4. a dark brown colour, like chocolate
O We have a chocolate-coloured carpet in
the sitting room. (NOTE: no plural, except for
meaning 2)

chocolate chip /tfoklot 'tfip/ noun a
small piece of hard chocolate, used in ice
cream, biscuits or cakes

@ choice /t[o1s/ noun 1. the thing which is
chosen O Paris was our first choice for our
honeymoon. 2. the act of choosing something
O You must give the customer time to make
his or her choice. 3. a range of items to
choose from O The store has a huge choice of
Sfurniture. 0 1 hadn’t any choice, I had no
choice there was nothing else I could do m
adj (of food) specially selected O choice
meat O choice peaches. Synonym excellent
choir /kwara/ noun 1. a group of people
who sing together O He sings in the church
choir. 2. a part of a church where the choir
sits O The nave was built in the 12th century,
and the choir later.

choke /t[ouk/ noun 1. (in a car) a valve
which increases the flow of air to the engine
O This model has an automatic choke. 2. a
knob on the dashboard which makes this
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valve work O You need to pull out the choke
to start the car. ® verb 1. to block something
such as a pipe O The canal was choked with
weeds. 2. to stop breathing properly because
a piece of food, e.g., is blocking your wind-
pipe © Don't talk with your mouth full or
you’ll choke. O He choked on a piece of
bread or a piece of bread made him choke.

choked /tfoukt/ adj overcome by emotion
such as sadness or anger

cholera /'kolora/ noun a serious bacterial
disease spread through infected food or water
® cholesterol /ka'lestorol/ noun a fatty
substance found in fats and oils, also pro-
duced by the liver and forming an essential
part of all cells. Excess amounts can cause
blocked arteries.

@ choose /t [u:z/ verb 1. to pick something
which you like best © Have you chosen what
you want to eat? O They chose him as team
leader. O Don'’t take too long choosing a
book to read on holiday. O There were sev-
eral good candidates to choose from. O You
must give customers plenty of time to choose.
2. to decide to do one thing when there are
several things you could do O In the end, they
chose to go to the cinema. » choice (NOTE:
choosing — chose /t[ouz/ — has chosen
/'t[auz(9)n/)

choosy /'tfu:zi/ adj difficult to please (in-
formal). Synonym particular

@ chop /tfop/ noun a piece of meat with a
rib bone attached © We had lamb chops for
dinner. B verb 1. to cut something into small
pieces with an axe or knife O He spent the af-
ternoon chopping wood for the fire. 2. O to
chop and change to do one thing, then an-
other O He keeps chopping and changing and
can’t make his mind up.

® chop down /,tfop 'davn/ verb to cut
down a tree, e.g., with an axe. Synonym
shorten

@ chop off /,tfop 'pf/ verb to cut some-
thing off, e.g. with an axe or knife

chopper /'tfopa/ noun 1. an axe, espe-
cially one for cutting meat O A butcher
armed with a chopper was cutting up car-
casses. 2. a helicopter O 4 chopper landed in
the middle of the motorway to pick up the ac-
cident victims.

choppy /'tfopi/ adj (of water) quite rough.
Antonym calm

chopsticks /'tfopstiks/ noun a pair of
small sticks used in China, Japan, etc., to eat
food or to stir food when cooking

chop suey /tfop 'suii/ noun a Chinese
dish of fried meat and bean sprouts

@ chop up /,tfop 'Ap/ verb to cut some-
thing roughly into pieces

choral /'ko:ral/ adj referring to a choir
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® chord /ko:d/ noun 1. several notes
played together in harmony O He sat down at
the piano and played a few chords. 2. a line
which joins two points on a curve O Draw a
chord across this circle. (NOTE: Do not con-
fuse with cord.)

chore /t[5:/ noun a piece of routine work,
especially housework

choreographer /kori'pgrafa/ noun a
person who works out the steps for a dance
choreography / kori'ngrafi/ noun the art
of arranging the steps for a dance

chorister /'koristo/ noun a person who
sings in a church choir. Synonym singer
chortle /'t[>:tl/ verb to chuckle loudly

® chorus /'ko:ras/ noun 1. a group of peo-

ple who sing together O All the members of

the chorus were on the stage. 2. a part of a
song which is repeated later in the song O '/l
sing the verses and everyone can join in the
chorus. (NOTE: The plural is choruses.) m
verb to say something all together O There
was a knock at the door and they both cho-
rused ‘come in’.

chose /t[ouz/ past tense of choose
chosen adj /'t fouz(a)n/ who or which has
been selected O Only the chosen few have the
right to sit at the President’s table. B past
participle of choose

chowder /'tfavdo/ noun soup made of
fish, milk and vegetables

® Christ /kraist/ noun Jesus Christ, the
person on whose life and teachings the Chris-
tian religion is based B interj used for show-
ing you are annoyed (taboo) O Christ! It’s
eight o’clock already and I haven’t started
cooking dinner.

christen /'kris(o)n/ verb 1. to give a name
to a Christian baby in church O She was
christened Natasha. 2. to give a name to
something O She was christened the ‘Iron
Lady’ by the press. 3. to use something for
the first time O Come and help us christen
our new set of champagne glasses.
christening /'kris(o)niy/ noun a cere-
mony in church where a baby is given a name
® Christian /'krist fon/ noun a person who
believes in the teaching of Christ and in
Christianity O The early Christians were vic-
tims of the Roman emperors. B adj referring
to the religion based on the teachings of Jesus
Christ O There are several Christian
churches in the town. O She practises all the
Christian virtues.

Christianity / kristi'eniti/ noun a religion
based on the doctrine preached by Jesus
Christ and followed by Christians ever since
® Christian name /'krist fon netm/ noun
the special name given to someone as a child
after birth or at their christening. Synonym
first name, given name
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® Christmas /'krismos/ noun a Christian
festival on December 25th, the birthday of
Jesus Christ O Have you opened your Christ-
mas presents yet? 0 what did you get for
Christmas? what presents were you given
for Christmas? o Happy Christmas! a way
of greeting someone on Christmas Day
Christmas cake /'krismos keik/ noun a
special fruit cake eaten at Christmas time
Christmas card /'krismos ka:d/ noun a
card which is sent to someone at Christmas
Christmas carol / krismos 'karal/ noun
a special song sung at Christmas
Christmas cracker /krismos 'krako/
noun a colourful paper tube which makes a
little bang when it is pulled, given at Christ-
mas parties

Christmas Day / krismos 'der/ noun De-
cember 25th, the day on which Christmas is
celebrated

® Christmas Eve / krismos 'i:v/ noun 1.
24th December, the day before Christmas
Day O The office is closed on Christmas Eve.
2. the evening of the 24th December O a
Christmas Eve party

Christmas pudding /krismos 'pudig/
noun a special pudding eaten at Christmas
time

Christmas tree /'krismos tri:/ noun a fir
tree which is brought into the house at Christ-
mas and decorated with coloured lights and
ornaments

chrome /krovm/ noun an alloy of chro-
mium and other metals, used to give a shiny
silver surface O 4 1960s chair with chrome
legs and a plastic seat.

chromium /'kroumiam/ noun a metallic
trace element used to make alloys such as
steel

chromosome /'krouvmosoum/ noun a
rod-shaped structure in the nucleus of a cell,
formed of DNA which carries the genes
chronic /'’kronik/ adj 1. (of iliness or pain)
serious and continuing for a long time O She
has chronic bronchitis. © Chronic asthma
sufferers need to use special drugs. Compare
acute 2. referring to someone who does a
particular activity, especially a harmful one,
often O a chronic smoker 3. very bad (infor-
mal) O We have a chronic shortage of skilled
staff-

chronicle /'kronik(a)l/ noun a record of
things which take place O He wrote a chroni-
cle of the war. m verb to write the history of
events in the order in which they took place
O He has started interviewing local old peo-
ple to chronicle the history of the village.
chronological /krona'lodzik(e)l/ adj o
chronological order the arrangement of
things in order of their dates O Put the in-
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voices in chronological order. O The battles
are listed in chronological order.
chronologically / krona'lod3zikli/ adv in
chronological order

chronology /kra'noladzi/ noun the order
in which things happened

chrysalis /'krisalts/ noun an insect when it
is covered with a hard case as it changes from
a grub or caterpillar to a butterfly or moth.
Also called pupa (NOTE: The plural is
chrysalises.)

chrysanthemum /kri'senfimom/ noun
a type of autumn flower with many small
petals

chubby /'t[abi/ adj pleasantly fat. Syn-
onym plump (NOTE: chubbier -
chubbiest)

@ chuck /t[ak/ noun a part of a drill which
holds the bit © He released the chuck and put
in a bigger bit. Synonym chock m verb to
throw O Chuck me that newspaper, can you?
O She chucked the book out of the window.
chuckle /'tfak(o)l/ noun a quiet laugh O
We all had a good chuckle over the chair-
man’s speech. Synonym laughter m verb to
give a quiet laugh O He chuckled when she
said she wanted a good steady job.

chuffed /t [aft/ adj pleased or proud

chug /tfag/ verb to make a regular noise
like an engine (informal). Synonym con-
tinue (NOTE: chugging — chugged)

chum /t[am/ noun a friend (informal)
chummy /'tfami/ adj very friendly (infor-
mal)

chunk /t [agk/ noun a large thick piece
chunky /'t fapki/ adj made of large or thick
pieces (NOTE: chunkier — chunkiest)

@ church /tf3:t[/ noun a building where
Christians go to pray O We usually go to
church on Sunday mornings. O The oldest
building in the village is St Mary’s Church. O
The times of the church services are given on
the board outside. (NOTE: The plural is
churches.)

churchgoer /'t[3:t[goud/ noun a person
who goes to church regularly

churchman /'tfs:tfmon/ noun a priest,
especially in the Anglican Church (NOTE:
The plural is churchmen.)

Church of England /'t[a:t[ ov 'iyglond/
noun the Protestant church which is the offi-
cial religion of England, with the Queen as
its head. Also called Anglican Church.
Abbr C of E

churchyard /'tf3:t[ja:d/ noun a cemetery
next to a church. Synonym graveyard
churlish /'tfa:lif/ adj unfriendly or
unhelpful

churn /t[3:/ noun a large metal container
for milk O Churns of fresh milk were lined up
at the farm entrance waiting to be picked up.
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W verb 1. to turn cream to make butter O Do
you know of any farm where butter is still
churned by hand? 2. to buy and sell shares on
someone’s behalf, in order to earn commis-
sion for yourself O Few small investors real-
ise how much money they lose through
churning.

churn out /tf3:n 'avt/ verb to produce
something in a series

chute /[u:t/ noun 1. a slide into water in a
swimming pool O The kids screamed as they
slid down the chute into the pool. 2. a slide
for sending things down to a lower level O
The parcels are wrapped and labelled and
then sent down a chute to where the delivery
vans are waiting.

chutney /'t [atni/ noun a highly-flavoured
sauce usually made with tomatoes, onions,
vinegar and spices

cider /'sardos/ noun an alcoholic drink made
from fermented apple juice

cigar /si'ga:/ noun a tight roll of dried to-
bacco leaves which you can light and smoke
@ cigarette /,sigo'ret/ noun chopped dried
tobacco rolled in very thin paper which you
can light and smoke O 4 packet or pack of
cigarettes. O The room was full of cigarette
smoke.

cigarette holder /,sigo'ret \houlds/ noun
a plastic or metal holder into which you put
cigarettes to smoke

ciggy /'sigi/ abbr cigarette (informal)
cinch /st J/ noun something which is very
easy to do (informal)

cine-camera /'smi kem(o)ro/ noun a
camera for making moving films

® cinema /'snimd/ noun 1. a building
where you go to watch films O We went to
the cinema on Friday night. o what’s on at
the cinema this week? which film is being
shown at the cinema this week? 2. the art of
making moving pictures O He has written
books about the French cinema of the 1960s.
cinematic /smi'meatik/ adj referring to
films and the cinema

cinematography / sinima'tografi/ noun
the art or practice of making films
cinnamon /'sinoman/ noun a spice made
from the inner bark of a tropical tree

cipher /'saifa/ noun 1. a code, or secret lan-
guage for sending messages O They sent the
message in cipher. 2. a monogram, the ini-
tials of a name linked together in an attractive
way O The cipher H+A (for Henry and Anne)
is used as decoration in parts of Hampton
Court Palace.

circa /'sa:ka/ prep about (formal ; used of
dates) (NOTE: usually written ca.)

@ circle /'s3:k(a)l/ noun 1. a line forming a
round shape O He drew a circle on the black-
board. 2. anything forming a round shape O
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The children sat in a circle round the
teacher. O The soldiers formed a circle round
the prisoner. 3. a group of people or a society
O She went to live abroad and lost contact
with her old circle of friends. O He moves in
the highest government circles. 4. a row of
seats above the stalls in a theatre O We got
tickets for the upper circle. m verb to make
circular movements O Vultures were circling
above the dead antelope. Synonym encircle
® circuit /'sa:kit/ noun 1. a trip around
something O His first circuit of the track was
very slow. 2. a path of electricity O He's de-
signed a circuit for a burglar alarm.

circuit board /'sa:kit bo:d/ noun a board
composed of a printed circuit

circuit breaker /'sa:kit bretka/ noun a
safety device in an electrical circuit
circuitous /s3:'kju:itos/ adj o circuitous
route a way which takes much longer than
usual O The taxi took me on some circuitous
route through the East End.

@ circular /'s3:kjulo/ adj round in shape O
a circular table Synonym spherical m noun
a publicity leaflet O The restaurant sent
round a circular offering a 10% discount.

® circulate /'sa:kjulert/ verb 1. to send
something round to various people O They
circulated a new list of prices to all their cus-
tomers. 2. to move round O Blood circulates
round the body. O Waiters circulated round
the room carrying trays of drinks. 3. to talk
to different people at a party O Let’s talk
later — I've got to circulate.

® circulation /ss:kju'lerf(a)n/ noun 1.
the act of circulating O The circulation of the
new price list to all departments will take
several days. 0 banknotes which are in cir-
culation banknotes which have been issued
and are in use 2. the movement of blood
around the body O Rub your hands together
to get the circulation going. O He has poor
circulation. 3. the number of copies of a
magazine or newspaper which are sold O The
new editor hopes to increase the circulation.
circumcise /'s3:komsaiz/ verb to remove
the foreskin from a boy's or man’s penis
circumcision /,s3a:kom's13(o)n/ noun the
act of removing the foreskin from a boy’s or
man’s penis

circumference /so'kamf(o)rons/ noun
the distance round the outside edge of a cir-
cle. Synonym perimeter

circumflex /'s3:komfleks/ noun an accent
like an upside down ‘v’ placed over certain
vowels

circumnavigate /,s3tkam'navigert/
verb to sail round the world
circumnavigation /,s3:tkomneevi-
'gerf(o)n/ noun the act of sailing round the
world
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circumscribe /'s3:komskraib/ verb to set
limits to something (formal). Synonym limit
circumspect /'satkomspekt/ adj very
careful. Synonym cautious. Antonym
reckless

circumstance /'sa:komstons/ noun 1. a
fact or condition that affects a situation 2.
events beyond someone’s control
circumstantial /s3:kom'stenfal/ adj
giving details of circumstances O circum-
stantial evidence evidence which suggests
something but does not offer firm proof
circumvent /,s3:kom'vent/ verb to avoid
something

circus /'s3:kas/ noun 1. a travelling show,
often given under a large tent, with animals,
clowns and other performers O We went to
the circus last night. O The circus is coming
to town for the bank holiday weekend. 2. a
busy road junction in the centre of a large
town O Oxford Circus is where Oxford Street
crosses Regent Street. (NOTE: The plural is
circuses.)

cirrus /'siras/ noun a small very high fleecy
cloud

cistern /'siston/ noun a large tank for
water

citadel /'sitod(o)l/ noun 1. a fort guarding
a town O There is a magnificent view over
the harbour from the ramparts of the citadel.
2. a place where something is kept safely O
Rome is renowned as the citadel of
Catholicism.

citation /sar'teif(a)n/ noun 1. words used
in giving someone an award or honour, ex-
plaining why the award is being made O He
received a posthumous citation for bravery.
2. a quotation from a text O The citation co-
mes from a medical journal. 3. an official re-
quest asking someone to appear in court O
He received a citation to appear before the
court on May 10th.

cite /sart/ verb 1. to quote a reference or a
person as proof O She cited several passages
from his latest book. 2. to call someone to ap-
pear in court O He was cited to appear before
the magistrates. (NOTE: Do not confuse with
sight, site.)

@ citizen /'sit1z(o)n/ noun 1. a person who
comes from a certain country or has the same
right to live there as someone who was born
there O All Australian citizens have a duty to
vote. O He was born in Germany, but is now
a British citizen. 2. a person who lives in a
certain city O The citizens of London com-
plained about their taxes.

® citizenship /'sitiz(o)nfip/ noun the
state of being a citizen

citrus fruit /'sitros fru:t/ noun an edible
fruit such as an orange, lemon, grapefruit or
lime
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@ city /'sit1/ noun a large town, originally
created by charter, often with a cathedral O
Walking around the hot city streets can be
very exhausting. O Which is the largest city
in Germany? O Traffic is a problem in big
cities.

City /'s1ti/ noun the main financial district
in London O He works in the City.

city centre /siti 'sento/ noun the central
part of a town (NOTE: The US term is down-
town.)

civic /'stvik/ adj referring to a city. Syn-
onym public

civic centre /;sivik 'senta/ noun a build-
ing with social and sports facilities for a town
@ civil /'stv(a)l/ adj 1. belonging to the gen-
eral public and not to the armed forces O He
left the air force and became a civil airline
pilot. 2. referring to ordinary people O There
have been civil disturbances in the provinces
again today. 3. polite O She wasn’t very civil
to the policeman. O please keep a civil
tongue in your head please be polite

civil action /,s1v(a)l '&kfon/ noun a court
action brought by one citizen against another,
as opposed to a criminal action

civil aviation /,stv(o)l ervi'erf(a)n/ noun
the practice of flying commercial or passen-
ger planes, not war planes

civil engineer /,s1v(a)l endzi'nia/ noun a
person who designs and manages the build-
ing of things such as roads, bridges and
railways

civil engineering /,s1v(a)l end31'niorig/
noun the science of building, especially of
roads, bridges and railways (NOTE: no plural)
civilian /sa'vilion/ adj not in the armed
forces O Both the military and civilian per-
sonnel will be involved. O The civilian popu-
lation was advised to take shelter in their
cellars. ® noun an ordinary citizen who is
not in the armed forces O It is certain that or-
dinary civilians will be affected by the war. O
Many civilians were killed in the air raids.
Antonym martial

@ civilisation /;stvilar'zeif(o)n/, civiliza-
tion noun a civilised society or civilised way
of organising society

civilise /'sivilaiz/, civilize verb 1. to edu-
cate people to a higher level of society O
Missionaries went out with the idea that they
would civilise local tribes. 2. to make some-
one less rude or less uncouth O Their new life
civilised them a little.

civilised /'sivilaizd/, civilized adj 1. or-
ganised to a high level of social behaviour O
How can a civilised nation carry out such
barbarous punishments. 2. pleasant and po-
lite © We had a very civilised evening, chat-
ting over a good meal. O Try to greet my
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parents in a civilised manner if you can. O
It’s so good to be in civilised company again.
civility /sr'viliti/ noun polite behaviour.
Synonym politeness. Antonym rudeness
(NOTE: The plural is civilities.)
civil law /,s1v(a)l 'lo:/ noun laws relating to
people’s rights
civil liberties /siv(o)l 'libotiz/ plural
noun the rights of ordinary people to act
freely within the law O a campaign to extend
civil liberties O Security cameras on build-
ings can be seen as an infringement of civil
liberties. (NOTE: Liberty of the press and lib-
erty of the individual are examples of civil
liberties.)
civil rights /stv(o)l 'raits/ plural noun
rights of an ordinary citizen O She cam-
paigned for civil rights in the 1980s.
® civil servant /,s1v(o)l 'satvont/ noun a
person who works in a government
department
® civil service /,s1v(o)l 's3:vis/ noun an
organisation and the staff who administer a
country
® civil war /,s1v(a)l 'wo:/ noun a war be-
tween citizens inside a country
COMMENT: The English Civil War, from
around 1642 to 1651, was fought between
supporters of the King (Charles 1) and the
supporters of Parliament, one of whose
leaders was Oliver Cromwell. The king was
captured, tried and executed in 1649, and
Cromwell took the title of Lord Protector. The
members of the King’'s party were called
Cavaliers, and the supporters of the Parlia-
ment were called Roundheads because they
wore their hair cut short. The American Civil
war of 1861 to 1865 was fought when eleven
Southern states seceded from the Union (i.e.
from the United States) and fought against
the North under President Lincoln.
CJD abbr Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease
clad /kled/ adj 1. dressed in a particular
way O a group of leather-clad dancers O The
soldiers were clad in winter greatcoats. 2.
covered O the snow-clad fields O a white
stucco-clad house
@ claim /klerm/ noun 1. asking for money
O His claim for a pay increase was turned
down. 2. a statement of something which you
believe to be true but have no proof O His
claim that the car belonged to him was cor-
rect. Synonym assertion 3. a demand for
money against an insurance policy O Afier
the floods, insurance companies received
hundreds of claims. O to put in or submit a
claim to ask the insurance company offi-
cially to pay damages O [ put in a claim for
repairs to the car. O She submitted a claim
for £250,000 damages against the driver of
the other car. m verb 1. to demand something
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as a right O Steel workers have claimed huge
pay rises. O If they charged you too much you
must claim a refund. 2. to state, but without
any proof O He claims he never received the
letter. O She claims that the car belongs to
her. 3. to say you own something which has
been left behind or lost O No one has claimed
the umbrella found in my office, so I am go-
ing to keep it.

® claimant /'klermont/ noun 1. a person
who claims something O Benefit claimants
will be paid late because of the bank holiday.
2. a person who starts a legal action against
someone in the civil courts O She’s the
claimant in a libel action. O The court de-
cided in favour of the claimant. (NOTE: The
former term was plaintiff. The other party in
an action is the defendant.)

® claim back / klexm 'bak/ verb to claim
something which you owned before
clairvoyant /klea'voront/ noun a person
who says he or she can see in his or her mind
things which are happening elsewhere or can
foretell the future. Synonym psychic

clam /kleem/ noun a large shellfish found in
sand, which is dug out with a spade
clamber /'klembas/ verb to climb with
difficulty

clammy /'klemi/ adj damp and cold
(NOTE: clammier — clammiest)

clamour /'kleema/ noun 1. noise such as
shouting O The clamour of the crowd at the
rugby ground could be heard for miles
around. 2. a loud demand O a clamour for
democratic elections ® verb to shout or to
demand loudly O People are clamouring for
tickets. O The crowd clamoured to see the
manager. (NOTE: [all verb senses] The US
spelling is clamor.)

clamp /klemp/ noun a device that holds
something tightly together ®m verb 1. to hold
something tight with a clamp O He spread
glue over the two pieces of wood and then
clamped them together. 2. to prevent an ille-
gally parked car from moving by attaching a
clamp to one wheel O I parked on a double
yellow line and was clamped.

clampdown /'’klempdaun/ noun a severe
action to stop something from happening (in-
formal). Synonym restriction

clam up /,klem 'ap/ verb to refuse to talk
(informal) (NOTE: clamming — clammed)
clan /klen/ noun a family tribe, especially
in Scotland
clandestine
undercover
clang /klap/ noun a loud noise of metal
ringing O Can you hear the clang of the
bells? m verb to make a loud ringing noise O
We were woken up by the bells clanging in
the churches round us. Synonym clank

/klen'destin/ adj secret,
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clank /kleenk/ noun a noise of metal hitting
metal O You could hear the clank of chains
as the prisoners came into the court. Syn-
onym clang B verb to make a noise of metal
hitting other metal

clansman /'klenzmon/, clanswoman
/'kl@nzwumon/ noun a member of a clan
(NOTE: The plural is clansmen, clans-
women.)

clap /klap/ verb 1. to beat your hands to-
gether to show you are pleased O At the end
of her speech the audience stood up and
clapped. O He clapped his hands together in
delight. 2. O to clap someone into jail to put
someone in jail O He was arrested and
clapped into jail. m noun 1. the action of
beating your hands together © He did very
well — give him a big clap, everyone. 2. O
clap of thunder a sudden loud noise made
by thunder O A4 thunderclap woke us up. O
We were woken by a sudden clap of thunder.

clapped out / klapt 'avt/ adj worn out or
broken down (informal)

claret /'klaerat/ noun a red wine from
Bordeaux

clarification /klerifr'kerf(a)n/ noun the
act of making something clear. Synonym
explanation

® clarify /'klerifar/ verb 1. to make some-
thing clear O We will have to clarify the situ-
ation before taking any further decisions. 2.
to heat something, especially butter, until it
becomes transparent O Pour clarified butter
over the vegetables.

clarinet / kleri'net/ noun a wind instru-
ment in the woodwind group

® clarity /'kleriti/ noun clearness. Ant-
onym ambiguity (NOTE: no plural)

clash /klaf/ noun 1. a loud noise of metal
things hitting each other O She heard a loud
clash like two saucepans being banged to-
gether. 2. a battle or an argument O There
were clashes outside the football ground be-
tween supporters of the two teams. O We are
getting reports of clashes between govern-
ment forces and rebel groups. 3. the shock of
two colours seen close together O If you wear
red tights with an orange dress there will be
a colour clash. (NOTE: The plural is
clashes.) m verb 1. to bang things together
making a loud noise O She has to clash the
cymbals at the end of the piece of music. 2. to
argue violently O She clashed with her
mother about wearing a ring in her nose. O
The opposition deputies clashed with the
government during the debate. 3. to fight O
Rioting fans clashed with the police. 4. to
happen at the same time as something else O
The party clashes with a meeting I have to go
to. O Unfortunately, the two meetings clash,
so I'll have to miss one. 5. (of colours) to
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shock when put side by side O That bright
pink tie clashes with your green shirt.

® clasp /kla:sp/ noun 1. a device for hold-
ing something shut © My handbag won’t
close properly — the clasp is broken. 2. a
piece of women’s jewellery worn fastened to
clothes O Her shawl was attached with a sil-
ver clasp. 3. the act of holding something in
your hand O I could feel the firm clasp of his
hand on my shoulder. m verb to hold some-
thing tight O The child clasped his hand anx-
iously. Synonym grasp

@ class /kla:s/ noun 1. a group of children
or adults who go to school or college together
O There are 30 children in my son’s class. 2.
a group of people who were at the same
school or college at the same time in the past
O She’s organising a reunion for the class of
'76. 3. a lesson 4. people of the same group
in society O People from different social
classes mixed at the reception. 5. a certain
level of quality O Always buy the best class
of product. O These peaches are Class 1. 6.
the quality of seats or service on a plane or
train O first class the best quality and most
expensive option O Ifyou travel first class on
the train to France, you get free drinks.
class act /kla:s '&kt/ noun a person or
thing considered to be an example of
excellence

Class A drug/kla:s er 'drag/ noun an il-
legal drug such as heroin, which is consid-
ered to be one of the strongest and most
dangerous drugs

® classic /'klestk/ noun a great book, play
or piece of music O ‘The Maltese Falcon’ is
a Hollywood classic. O We have to study sev-
eral classics of English literature for our
course. B adj1. (of a style) elegant and tradi-
tional O The classic little black dress is al-
ways in fashion. O The style of the shopfront
is classic, simple and elegant. 2. based on
Ancient Greek or Roman architecture O The
British Museum is built in classic Greek
style. 3. typical O It was a classic example of
his inability to take decisions.

® classical /'klasik(o)l/ adj 1. elegant and
based on the Ancient Greek or Roman style
O a classical eighteenth century villa 2. re-
ferring to Ancient Greece and Rome O clas-
sical Greek literature 3. referring to
traditional, serious music O a concert of clas-
sical music

classical music /klesik(s)l 'mjuzik/
noun European music such as that written by
Mozart or Bach, based on specific structures
Classics /'klesiks/ plural noun the study
of the languages, literature and philosophy of
Ancient Greece and Rome O She studied
Classics at Oxford. O He has a Classics de-
gree from Edinburgh.
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classification / klesifi'keif(o)n/ noun a
way of arranging things into categories

® classified /'klasifaid/ adj 1. which has
been put into a category 2. secret
classified ad / klesifaid 'ed/, classified
advertisement / klasifard od'v3:tismont/
noun an advertisement listed in a newspaper
under special headings such as ‘property for
sale’ or ‘jobs wanted’

® classify /'klesifar/ verb to arrange
things into groups. Synonym categorise
classless /'kla:slos/ adj with no division
into social classes. Synonym egalitarian
classmate /'klaismeit/ noun a person
who is or was in the same class as you at
school or college

® classroom /'kla:sruim/ noun a room in
a school where children are taught O When
the teacher came into the classroom all the
children were shouting.

classy /'kla:si/ adj stylish and expensive-
looking (informal). Synonym chic (NOTE:
classier — classiest)

clatter /'kleeta/ noun a noise of things hit-
ting together O The clatter from the kitchen
can be heard in the restaurant. O There’s a
constant clatter of machines in the workshop.
Synonym clang m verb to make a loud,
harsh noise O The wooden cart clattered
across the square. Synonym rattle

@ clause /klo:z/ noun 1. a paragraph in a
treaty or legal document O According to
clause six, payments will not be due until
next year. 2. a part of a sentence O The sen-
tence has two clauses, separated by the con-
Junction ‘and’.

claustrophobia / klo:stro'foubia/ noun a
fear of being shut inside a closed place
claustrophobic /klo:stro'foubik/  adj
feeling or causing claustrophobia

clavicle /'klavik(a)l/ noun the collarbone,
one of two long thin bones joining the shoul-
ders to the breastbone

claw /klo:/ noun 1. a nail on the foot of an
animal or bird O The dog dug a hole with its
claws. 2. an arm of a crab or lobster, with
pincers O I got a nasty nip from the lobster’s
claws. m verb to scratch or pull someone or
something with claws O The keeper was
clawed by the tiger and had to have stitches
in his arm. O The cat has clawed the leg of
the kitchen table. Synonym scrape O to
claw your way up to go up with great diffi-
culty O She clawed her way up the promotion
ladder.

® clay /kler/ noun 1. a stiff soil found in
river valleys O The soil in our garden has a
lot of clay in it. 2. a stiff soil used for making
bricks or china O The potter threw a lump of
clay onto his wheel and started to make a

pot.



clean

@ clean /kli:n/ adj 1. not dirty © Wipe your
glasses with a clean handkerchief. O The
bedrooms must be spotlessly clean. O Tell the
waitress these cups aren’t clean. O The maid
forgot to put clean towels in the bathroom. o
to come clean to confess to, e.g. a crime (in-
formal) O He came clean and owned up to
stealing the watch. 2. not used O Take a
clean sheet of paper. 3. with no record of of-
fences O Candidates should hold a clean
driving licence. 4. fair, according to the rules
O We played a good clean game of football.
(NOTE: cleaner — cleanest) B verb to make
something clean, by taking away dirt O Re-
member to clean your teeth every morning. O
She was cleaning the kitchen when the tele-
phone rang. O He cleans his car every Satur-
day morning. Antonym soil W adv
completely O I clean forgot to send the letter.
m noun the action of cleaning O The restau-
rant kitchen needs a good clean.

clean-cut adv having a clear outline O a
clean-cut photograph m adj neat and tidy O a
man in a clean-cut suit

® cleaner /'klizno/ noun 1. a machine
which removes dirt 2. a substance which re-
moves dirt O This new oven cleaner doesn’t
get rid of the worst stains. 3. a person who
cleans e.g. a house or an office O The clean-
ers didn’t empty my wastepaper basket.

® cleaning /'klirnin/ noun 1. the action of
making something clean O Cleaning the
house after the party took hours. 2. clothes
which are ready to be sent for dry-cleaning or
which have been returned after dry-cleaning
O She ran through the rain to her car with an
armful of cleaning. Also called dry-cleaning
cleanly /'kli:nli/ adv in a clean way

clean out /kli:n 'avt/ verb to make some-
thing empty and clean (informal)

cleanse /klenz/ verb to make something
very clean. Synonym rinse. Antonym soil
cleanser /'klenzo/ noun a substance which
removes dirt, especially from the face
clean-shaven /kliin 'ferv(a)n/ adj with
no beard or moustache. Antonym bearded

@ clean up /kliin 'Ap/ verb 1. to make ev-
erything clean and tidy, e.g. after a party O It
took us three hours to clean up after her
birthday party. 2. to remove corruption from
aplace O The police are going to have a hard
Jjob cleaning up this town. 3. to make a lot of
money O He cleaned up at the races. O In no
time he’d cleaned up £50,000.

clean-up /'kli:n ap/ noun the act of mak-
ing something clean

® clear /kl1o/ adj 1. with nothing in the way
O You can cross the road — it’s clear now. O
From the window, she had a clear view of the
street. 2. with no clouds or mist O a clear
blue sky O On a clear day, you can see the
other side of the lake. 3. easily understood O
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She made it clear that she wanted us to go. O
The instructions on the computer screen are
not very clear. O Will you give me a clear an-
swer —yes or no? 4. which is not covered and
which you can easily see through O a clear
glass window 5. (of a period of time) com-
plete O It will take a clear week to process
the information. O three clear days three
whole working days O Allow three clear days
for the cheque to be paid into the bank. m
verb 1. to remove something which is in the
way O Snowploughs cleared the railway line
of snow or cleared the snow from the railway
line. O We’'ll get a plumber to clear the
blocked pipe in the bathroom. O to clear the
table to take away things such as knives,
forks and plates after a meal o to clear your
throat to cough slightly to get your voice
ready for speaking 2. O to clear a cheque to
pass a cheque through the banking system, so
that the money is transferred from one ac-
count to another O The cheque took ten days
to clear or the bank took ten days to clear the
cheque. 3. to sell cheaply in order to get rid
of stock O ‘demonstration models to clear’ O
If we reduce the price we’ll clear the stock in
no time. 4. (of a court) to find that someone
is not guilty O The court cleared him of all
the charges. 5. to go over the top of some-
thing without touching it O She cleared 1.3m
in the high jump. B adv not close O Stand
clear of the doors, please. O I would advise
you to stay clear of that dog.

clearance /'kliorans/ noun 1. the act of re-
moving obstacles such as trees or old build-
ings from land O The clearance of the slums
from the town centre will make land avail-
able for building. © The government has in-
troduced a programme of slum clearance. 2.
space for something to pass through O The
lorry can get through the entrance with about
twenty centimetres clearance on either side.
3. permission to do something O The control
tower gave the plane clearance to land.
(NOTE: no plural)

clearance sale /'kliorons seil/ noun a
sale of items at low prices to get rid of the
stock

clear away /Kklior o'wel/ verb to take
something away completely

clear-cut /klio 'kat/ adj definite or dis-
tinct. Synonym precise. Antonym ambi-
guous

clearing /'kliorig/ noun 1. the act of re-
moving obstacles O We don 't want the public
to interfere with the clearing of the wreckage
from the railway track. 2. an area in a wood
where the trees have been cut down O They
set up camp in a clearing in the middle of the
Sforest.

@ clearly /'kliali/ adv 1. in a way which is
easily understood or heard O He didn’t speak
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clearly, and I couldn’t catch the address he
gave. 2. obviously O He clearly didn’t like
being told he was too fat.

clear off / klior 'nf/ verb to go away (infor-
mal)

clear out /klior 'avt/ verb 1. to empty
something completely O Can you clear out
your bedroom cupboard? 2. to go away (in-
formal) O Clear out! I don’t want you here.
clear-sighted /klio 'saitid/ adj able to
think clearly and understand a problem. Syn-
onym perceptive. Antonym confused

® clear up / klior 'ap/ verb 1. to tidy and
clean a place completely O The cleaners re-
fused to clear up the mess after the office
party. 2. to solve a problem O In the end, we
cleared up the mystery of the missing com-
puter disk. 3. (of weather) to improve O [
hope the weather clears up because we're
going on holiday tomorrow. 4. (of an illness)
to get better O He has been resting, but his
cold still hasn’t cleared up.

clear-up /'kliar ap/ noun the action of
clearing up

cleavage /'klizvids/ noun 1. the space be-
tween the breasts, especially if it can be seen
with a low-cut dress O A/l the ladies were
dressed in black and there was not a cleav-
age in sight. 2. a split, or difference of opin-
ion O The cleavage between the two groups
became more and more apparent.

clef /klef/ noun a sign at the beginning of a
written piece of music which shows how
high the range of notes is

cleft /kleft/ noun a crack in a rock © Small
plants were growing in clefts in the rocks.
Synonym fissure m adj split o in a cleft
stick in an awkward situation

clemency /'klemonsi/ noun forgiveness
shown to someone who has done something
wrong

clementine /'klemontiin/ noun a small
sweet orange with a skin which is easily
removed

clench /klent [/ verb to close tightly. Syn-
onym compress O through clenched teeth
with your teeth closed tight together O He
muttered ‘I'm sorry’ through clenched teeth.
® clergy /'kls:d3i/ plural noun priests. Syn-
onym priesthood

clergyman /'kl3:d3iman/ noun a priest or
minister, especially of the Anglican Church
(NOTE: The plural is clergymen. They are
usually referred to by the title Reverend.)
cleric /'klerik/ noun a priest or other
clergyman

clerical /'klerik(o)l/ adj 1. referring to of-
fice work O 4 clerical error made the invoice
£300.00 when it should have been £3000.00.
O He’s looking for part-time clerical work. 2.
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referring to clergy O The newspaper story
has been talked about in clerical circles.
clerk /kla:k/ noun a person who works in
an office

@ clever /'klevo/ adj intelligent, able to
learn quickly O He'’s the cleverest person in
the family. O She’s very clever with money. O
He is very clever at spotting bargains. 0O he’s
clever with his hands he’s good at making
things with his hands

cleverly /'klevali/ advin a clever way
cleverness /'klevonas/ noun being clever.
Synonym skill

cliché /kli:fer/ noun a saying or phrase
which is too frequently used

® click /klik/ noun 1. a short sharp sound O
She heard a click and saw the doorknob turn.
2. the act of pressing a key on a computer
keyboard or a mouse button m verb 1. to
make a short sharp sound O The cameras
clicked as she came out of the church. O He
clicked his fingers to attract the waiter’s at-
tention. 2. to become clear and easily under-
stood O suddenly everything clicked
suddenly it all became clear 3. to quickly
press the button on a mouse to start a com-
puter function O The pull-down menu is dis-
played by clicking on the menu bar at the top
of the screen. O Click twice to start the
program.

@ client /'’klaront/ noun a person to whom
you give a service. Synonym customer
clientele /klizpn'tel/ noun all the custom-
ers of a shop or business

cliff /klif/ noun a high rock face, usually by
the sea. Synonym precipice

cliffhanger /'klifhapas/ noun 1. an ending
to a part of a story which makes you want to
know what happens next 2. a situation in
which people are tense because they do not
know what will happen next

climactic /klar'maktik/ adj referring to a
climax

® climate /'klaimoat/ noun 1. the general
weather conditions in a certain place O The
climate in the south of the country is milder
than in the north. 2. a situation with certain
features O The current economic climate
makes an interest rate rise very likely. O She
wants to change jobs — she thinks she could
do with a change of climate.

climatic /klar'metik/ adj referring to
climate

climax /'klarmeks/ noun the most impor-
tant and exciting point. Synonym peak
(NOTE: The plural is climaxes.)

@ climb /klaim/ noun the act of going up O
1t’s a steep climb to the top of the hill. m verb
1. to go up or down something using arms
and legs O The cat climbed up the apple tree.
O The burglars climbed over the wall. O He
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escaped by climbing out of the window. 2. to
go up O The road climbs up to 500m above
sea level. 3. to go up mountains as a sport O
When you have climbed Everest, there is no
higher mountain lefi to climb. O He goes
climbing every weekend.

® climb down /klaim 'davn/ verb 1. to
come down, e.g. a mountain or a ladder O He
climbed down from the roof. O The firemen
helped the hotel guests climb down the lad-
der. 2. not to do what you had previously in-
sisted on doing O In the end, the government
had to climb down and admit that a mistake
had been made.

climber /'klaima/ noun 1. a person who
climbs mountains O The climbers roped
themselves together and set off up the slope.
2. a plant which climbs O We need a colour-
ful climber to cover that wall.

climbing /'klarmiy/ noun the sport of
climbing mountains O Climbing is not a
sport for young children. O We had a climb-
ing holiday last Easter. O She brought her
climbing equipment with her.

climbing frame /'klaimiy freim/ noun a
framework of wooden bars and platforms for
children to climb on

® clinch /klint[/ noun 1. a position where
two people hold each other tightly O He
found his girlfriend in a clinch with another
man. 2. (in boxing) a position where both
boxers hold on to each other O The referee
tried to separate the two boxers who were in
a tight clinch. (NOTE: The plural is
clinches.) m verb 1. (in boxing) to hold each
other tight O The referee tried to stop the two
boxers clinching. 2. to complete a deal O He
offered an extra 5% to clinch the deal.

cling /klig/ verb o to cling onto something
to hold on tight to something O She survived
by clinging onto a piece of wood. O He clung
tightly to his mother’s arm.

clingfilm /'kligfilm/ noun a thin transpar-
ent plastic sheet for covering food

clingy /'kligi/ adj 1. emotionally dependent
on someone 2. (of clothes) very tight

® clinic /'’klinik/ noun a specialised medi-
cal centre or hospital

® clinical /'klinik(o)l/ adj 1. medical 2. 0
to look at things in a clinical way to look at
something objectively, without any emotions
clinician /kli'nif(a)n/ noun a doctor, usu-
ally not a surgeon, who has great experience
in treating patients

clink /kligk/ noun 1. a noise of glasses or
metal objects hitting each other 2. a prison m
verb to make a little noise, like pieces of
metal hitting each other. Synonym clank o
to clink glasses to touch your glass against
someone else’s glass, to wish each other
good luck or good health
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clip /klip/ noun 1. especially US a piece of
jewellery which clips onto your clothes O He
wore a gold clip on his tie. O She has a dia-
mond clip on her dress. 2. a short piece of
film O Here is a clip of the president getting
into the car. 3. O a clip round the ear a
smack on the side of the head (informal) O
Stop that noise or you’ll get a clip round the
ear. B verb 1. to attach things together with a
clip O She clipped the invoice and the cheque
together and put them in an envelope. O
These earrings are made to clip onto your
ears. 2. to cut something with scissors O The
dog has its fur clipped once a month. O He
carefully clipped the article out of the news-
paper. 3. to hit slightly O The wing of the
plane clipped the top of the tree before it
crashed. (NOTE: clipping — clipped)
clipboard /'klipba:d/ noun a stiff board
with a clip at the top so that a piece of paper
can be attached to it to allow you to write on
it easily

clipped /klipt/ adj 1. short and neat O He
has a neatly clipped beard. O I was admiring
your freshly clipped hedge. 2. o clipped
voice a way of speaking using short sharp
sounds O He spoke the famous speech from
‘Henry V'’ in clipped tones.

clippers /'klipoz/ plural noun shears or
scissors used for clipping

clipping /'klipig/ noun 1. a reference to
someone or something in a newspaper or
magazine which is cut out O Can you file
away all these newspaper clippings, please?
2. a small piece cut off, e.g. a hedge O Trim
the hedge and put the clippings in a black
bag. O Grass clippings can be piled on top of
the compost heap.

clique /klitk/ noun a small select group of
people

clitoris /'klitorrs/ noun the female sex or-
gan at the top of the vulva

cloak /klouk/ noun 1. a long outer covering
which hangs from the shoulders and has no
sleeves O She wore a long cloak of black vel-
vet. 2. O a cloak of secrecy something that
hides things so that they remain secret O The
whole affair was shrouded in a cloak of se-
crecy. O cloak and dagger referring to activ-
ities that suggest a mystery, or that someone
is spying (informal) o under the cloak of
darkness at night when everything is hidden
O They left the city under the cloak of dark-
ness. B verb to hide something in order to
keep it secret O The whole project is cloaked
in secrecy. Antonym reveal

cloakroom /'kloukruim/ noun 1. a place
where you leave your coat in a public place O
I left my coat and briefcase in the cloakroom.
(NOTE: The US term is checkroom.) 2. a
room inside a public building with lavatories
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and washbasins O The ladies’ cloakroom is
on the first floor.

clobber /'klpbba/ noun 1. rubbish, useless
items O Get rid of all the clobber in your
cupboard. 2. belongings O All his tennis
clobber was stolen. B verb to affect badly,
especially financially (informal) O The new
tax will clobber the middle classes. (NOTE:
no plural)

@ clock /klok/ noun an instrument which
shows the time O The station clock is always
right. O Your clock is 5 minutes slow. O The
office clock is fast. © The clock has stopped —
it needs winding up. ® verb O to clock in or
on to arrive for work and register by putting a
card into a timing machine O to clock out or
off to leave work and register by putting a
card into a timing machine

clockwise /'klokwaiz/ adj, adv in the
same direction as the hands of a clock © Turn
the lid clockwise to tighten it. O He was driv-
ing clockwise round the ring road when the
accident took place. Antonym
anticlockwise

clockwork /'klokw3:k/ noun a mechanism
in a toy, machine, clock, etc., which works
using a spring which is wound up with a key
o like clockwork smoothly, with no prob-
lems O The whole evening went off like
clockwork.

clod /klod/ noun a large lump of earth
clog /klpg/ noun a wooden shoe O Clogs
are very popular in Scandinavian countries.
m verb to block O Trafalgar Square was
clogged with traffic as the protest march ar-
rived. O Dead leaves are clogging the drains.
(NOTE: clogging — clogged)

cloister /'kloisto/ noun a covered walk
round a square courtyard, e.g. in a monastery
or next to a cathedral

cloistered /'kloistod/ adj protected from
the outside world and its problems. Synonym
secluded

® clone /kloun/ noun 1. an exact genetic
copy of an animal or plant O 4 cutting pro-
duces a clone of a plant. O This sheep was
the first mammal to survive as a clone. 2. a
computer or circuit that behaves in the same
way as the original it was copied from O
They copied our laptop and brought out a
cheaper clone. B verb to create an exact ge-
netic copy of an individual animal or plant O
Biologists have successfully cloned a sheep.
Synonym duplicate

@ close adj/klous/ 1. very near, or just next
to something O Our office is close to the rail-
way station. O This is the closest I've ever
been to a film star! 2. where only a few votes
separate the winner from the losers O The
election was very close. O It was a close con-
test. 3. hot and airless O It’s very close in
here, can someone open a window? ®m adv
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/klous/ very near O Keep close by me if you
don’t want to get lost. O Go further away —
you're getting too close. O They stood so
close (together) that she felt his breath on her
cheek. O The sound came closer and closer.
(NOTE: closer — closest) m verb /klouz/ 1.
to shut © Would you mind closing the win-
dow? O He closed his book and turned on the
TV. 2. to make something come to an end O
She closed her letter by saying she was com-
ing to see us. 3. to come to an end O The
meeting closed with a vote of thanks. 4. O to
close an account to take all the money out of
a bank account and stop the account O He
closed his building society account. ® noun
1. /klouz/ an end, final part O The century
was drawing to a close. O at close of play
when a cricket match stops for the day 2.
/klaus/ a short residential road © They live in
Briar Close. 3. /klous/ an area round a cathe-
dral O The dean has a house in the cathedral
close.

@ closed /klouzd/ adj shut O The shop is
closed on Sundays. O The office will be
closed for the Christmas holidays. O There
was a ‘closed’ sign hanging in the window.
® close down /klouz 'daun/ verb to shut
a business permanently

closed shop /klouzd '[pp/ noun a situa-
tion in which a company agrees to employ
only union members in certain jobs
close-knit / klous 'nit/ adv consisting of
people who know and rely on each other

@ closely /'klousli/ adv 1. with a lot of at-
tention O She studied the timetable very
closely. O The prisoners were closely
guarded by armed soldiers. 2. very close to-
gether O The photographers moved in closely
around the car.

close season /'klous ,si:z(e)n/ noun a
period when certain types of wild animal
cannot be killed (NOTE: The US term is
closed season.)

closet /'’klozit/ noun US a cupboard O Will
you get my coat from the closet, honey? O to
come out of the closet to say publicly that
you are homosexual (informal) m adj secret,
not revealing something in public O He's a
closet racist. Synonym secret ®m verb O to
closet yourself with someone to shut your-
self away in a room with someone O The di-
rectors have been closeted with the VAT
inspectors for several hours.

® close-up /'klous ap/ noun a photograph
taken very close to the subject. Synonym
detail

closing /'klouziy/ adj final, at the end O
the closing days of the election campaign
Synonym final. Antonym opening B noun
the time when something such as a pub or
shop closes
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closing date /'klouziy deit/ noun the last
date

closing time /'klovzip taim/ noun the
time when something such as a pub or shop
closes

® closure /'klouza/ noun the shutting of
something, or the fact of being shut

clot /klot/ noun 1. a soft mass of thickened
blood in a vein or an artery O The doctor di-
agnosed a blood clot in the brain. 2. a fool O
You stupid clot, you put the milk carton into
the fridge upside down! m verb (of blood) to
thicken, changing from semi-liquid to
semi-solid O In people with haemophilia,
blood clots very slowly. Synonym coagulate
(NOTE: clotting — clotted)

@ cloth /klp8/ noun 1. material © Her dress
is made of cheap blue cloth. O This cloth is of
a very high quality. 2. a piece of material for
cleaning O He wiped up the spill with a damp
cloth. 3. a piece of material which you put on
a table to cover it O The waiter spread a
white cloth over the table. O She split some
red wine on the cloth.

clothe /kloud/ verb to dress someone. Ant-
onym undress

clothed /kloudd/ adj dressed or covered in
something

@ clothes /kloudz/ plural noun things
which you wear to cover your body and keep
you warm, e.g. trousers, socks, shirts and
dresses O He walked down the street with no
clothes on. O The doctor asked him to take
his clothes off: O The children haven’t had
any new clothes for years.

clothes brush /'klovdz braf/ noun a
brush for cleaning clothes

clothes horse /'klouvdz hois/ noun a
frame for hanging wet clothes on to dry
clothes line /'kloudz lain/ noun a rope for
hanging wet clothes on to dry

clothes peg /skloudz peg/ noun a little
wooden clip, used to attach wet clothes to a
washing line (NOTE: The US term is clothes
pin.)

clothing /'kloud1y/ noun clothes © an im-
portant clothing manufacturer O Take plenty
of warm clothing on your trip to Iceland.
(NOTE: no plural: some clothing; a piece of
clothing)

clotted cream /klotid 'krizm/ noun a
type of cream which has been heated and has
become more solid

@ cloud /klauvd/ noun 1. a mass of white or
grey vapour floating in the air O Do you think
it’s going to rain? — Yes, look at those grey
clouds. O The plane was flying above the
clouds. 2. 0 on cloud nine very happy (infor-
mal) O They were on cloud nine when she
won the lottery. 0 under a cloud suspected
of having done something wrong O He was
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under a cloud for some time after the thefts
were discovered. 3. a mass of smoke floating
in the air O Clouds of smoke poured out of
the burning shop.

cloudburst /'klaudbs:st/ noun a sudden
heavy shower of rain. Synonym rainstorm
cloudless /'klaudlas/ adj with no clouds.
Synonym clear

cloud over / klaud 'suva/ verb to become
covered with clouds

@ cloudy /'klaudi/ adj 1. with clouds © The
weather was cloudy in the morning, but
cleared up in the afternoon. O When it’s very
cloudy it isn’t easy to take good photographs.
2. not clear, not transparent O This beer is
cloudy. O The water in the aquarium turned
cloudy. (NOTE: cloudier — cloudiest)

clout /klaut/ noun 1. a blow with the fist O
He received a clout on the head. 2. power or
influence O Because she owns so many
shares, she wields a great deal of clout in
company meetings. O Newspaper editors
have a lot of political clout. ®m verb to give
someone a blow with the hand O She clouts
the children when they make a noise.

clove /klouv/ noun 1. a dried flower bud of
a tree used for flavouring O 4 few cloves
stuck into an onion can be used to flavour a
stew. 2. one of the parts that make up a bulb
of garlic O Rub round the salad bowl with a
cut clove of garlic.

cloven hoof /klouv(o)n 'huif/ noun a
hoof which is split into two parts

clover /'klouva/ noun a common weed,
used as food for cattle © With so much clover
in the fields, the bees produce excellent
honey. O to be or live in clover to live com-
fortably O After his lottery win he lived in
clover.

cloverleaf intersection /klouvoli:f
mta'sek[on/ noun crossroads which inter-
sect with curving link roads, in a way which
looks like the leaf of a clover

clown /klavn/ noun a man who makes peo-
ple laugh in a circus (informal) O The clown
had a big red nose and baggy trousers. Syn-
onym joker m verb 0O to clown about or
around to behave in a silly way which makes
people laugh O Stop clowning around with
that hat and sit down to have your meal.

@ club /klab/ noun 1. a group of people
who have the same interest or form a team O
a youth club O I'm joining a tennis club. O
Our town has one of the top football clubs in
the country. 2. a place where a club meets O
The sports club is near the river. O He goes
to the golf club every Friday. 3. a large heavy
stick O She was knocked to the ground by a
blow from a club. 4. stick for playing golf
(NOTE: A golf club can either mean the
place where you play golf, or the stick used
to hit the ball.) m verb 1. to hit with a club ©
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She was clubbed to the ground. 2. O to club
together (of several people) to contribute
money jointly O They clubbed together and
bought a yacht.

clubbing /'klabiy/ noun the activity of go-
ing out to discos and nightclubs

club class /'klab kla:s/ noun a specially
comfortable class of seating on a plane,
though not as luxurious as first class
clubhouse /'klabhaus/ noun the house
where members of a club meet

club sandwich /klab 'seendwids/ noun a
sandwich made of three slices of bread, with
a filling of meat, salad, fish, etc., between
them

cluck /klak/ verb (of hens) to make a low
noise in the throat

@ clue /klu:/ noun information which helps
you solve a mystery or puzzle O The detec-
tive had missed a vital clue. O I don’t under-
stand the clues to this crossword. o 1 haven’t
a clue I don’t know at all O The police still
haven’t a clue who did it.

clued up /klu:d 'ap/ adj well informed
about something

clueless /'klu:las/ adj stupid (informal).
Antonym well-informed

clump /klamp/ noun a group of trees or
bushes O We’ll walk as far as that clump of
trees and come back. ® verb to move making
a dull noise © He was clumping around the
kitchen in his clogs. O The people in the flat
upstairs started clumping about in the middle
of the night.

clumsily /'klamzili/ adv in a clumsy way
clumsiness /'klamzinas/ noun the quality
of being clumsy

clumsy /'klamzi/ adj who frequently
breaks things or knocks things over. Syn-
onym awkward (NOTE: clumsier -
clumsiest)

cluster /'klasta/ noun a group of objects
together O A brooch with a cluster of pearls.
O He photographed a cluster of stars. ® verb
O to cluster together to form a group O They
clustered round the noticeboard to read their
exam results. Synonym gather. Antonym
disperse

clutch /klatJ/ noun 1. a tight clasp O She
felt the clutch of his fingers on her sleeve. O
in the clutches of under the control of O If'
the company were to get into their clutches it
would be a disaster. 2. a mechanism for
changing the gears in a car O The car has just
had a new clutch fitted. o clutch pedal the
pedal which works the clutch and allows the
driver to change gear O to let in the clutch to
make the clutch engage O Let the clutch in
slowly, or you'll stall the car. O to let out the
clutch to disengage the engine from the gears
3. several eggs laid together in a nest O The
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bird laid a clutch of seven eggs. m verb to
grab hold of O She clutched my arm as we
stood on the edge of the cliff. Synonym
grasp

clutter /'klata/ noun a mass of things left
lying about O All this clutter will be cleared
away by the weekend. Synonym mess
(NOTE: no plural) m verb to fill a room, etc.,
with a mass of things O Her desk is cluttered
with papers and invoices. O Don’t clutter
your mind with useless information. Syn-
onym encumber

® €M abbr centimetre

CO abbr commanding officer

® €0. abbr company O J. Smith & Co.

co- /kou/ prefix together

® clo abbr care of (used in addresses) O
Jane Smith, c/o Mr & Mrs Jonas, 4 Willow-
bank Road.

@ coach /kaut[/ noun 1. a large bus for
travelling long distances O There’s an hourly
coach service to Oxford. O They went on a
coach tour of southern Spain. O The coach
driver fell asleep while driving. 2. a passen-
ger carriage on a train O The first four
coaches are for Waterloo. 3. US a category
of seat on a plane which is cheaper than first
class O We went coach to Washington. 4. a
person who trains sportsmen, etc. O The
coach told them that they needed to spend
more time practising. O He’s a professional
football coach. (NOTE: The plural is
coaches.) m verb 1. to train sportsmen or
sportswomen O She was coached by a former
Olympic gold medallist. 2. to give private
lessons to someone O A/l the actors had to be
coached separately.

coaching /'kout [19/ noun 1. the activity of
training people to do sports O The England
team have been having special coaching. 2.
the activity of giving private lessons to some-
one O In spite of all the coaching he’d had,
he still failed the exam.

coagulate /kouv'®gjulert/ verb to change
and thicken from semi-liquid to semi-solid.
Synonym clot

® coal /koul/ noun a black rock formed
from the remains of fossilised trees which
produces heat when burnt

coalesce / koua'les/ verb to join together
into one mass or group. Synonym merge

® coalition / koua'lif(e)n/ noun a combi-
nation of several political parties to form a
government. Synonym alliance

coalmine /'kouvlmain/ noun a mine where
coal is dug. Synonym colliery

coalminer /'’kovlmains/ noun a person
who mines coal

coarse /ko:s/ adj 1. not fine, not small O
coarse grains of sand O a coarse net 2.
rough, not refined O He gave a coarse laugh.
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O He could hear her coarse voice booming
down the corridor. 3. (of words or gestures)
rude O He made a coarse gesture and walked
out. O Don’t make any coarse remarks in
front of my mother. (NOTE: coarser — coars-
est. Do not confuse with course.)
coarsely /'ko:sli/ advin a coarse way
coarseness /'kosnas/ noun the quality of
being coarse

@ coast /koust/ noun 1. land by the sea O
After ten weeks at sea, Columbus saw the
coast of America. O The south coast is the
warmest part of the country. O Let’s drive
down to the coast this weekend. 0 from coast
to coast from the sea on one side of a country
to the sea on the other side O He crossed the
USA from coast to coast. 2. 0 when the
coast is clear when there is no longer any
danger O If the coast is clear, we can creep
round the back of the house. ® verb 1. to ride
a vehicle without using the engine or the ped-
als 2. (of a boat) to sail along a coast
coastal /'koust(9)l/ adj referring to the
coast. Synonym seaside

coaster /'kousta/ noun 1. a flat dish or
small mat for standing a bottle or glass on O
He bought a set of 6 coasters in the museum.
2. a ship which sails from port to port along
the coast O We sailed round Africa on a
small coaster.

coastguard /'koustga:d/ noun a person
who guards a piece of coast, watching out for
wrecks, smugglers, etc.

coastline /'koustlamn/ noun an edge of
land along a coast. Antonym interior

@ coat /kaut/ noun 1. a piece of clothing
which you wear on top of other clothes when
you go outside O You'll need to put your win-
ter coat on — it’s just started to snow. O She
was wearing a black fur coat. 2. a layer of
paint covering something O That window
frame needs a coat of paint. 3. the fur of an
animal O The polar bear has a thick coat to
withstand cold. m verb to cover with a layer
of something O We coated the metal disc
with platinum.

-coated /kaut1d/ suffix covered with
coat-hanger /'kouth@na/ noun a piece of
wood, wire or plastic on which you hang a
piece of clothing

coating /'koutig/ noun a covering of paint,
etc.

coat of arms / kout ov 'armz/ noun sym-
bolic design on the shield of a family, town,
etc.

co-author /kou'0:09/ noun a person who
writes a book together with another author O
One of the co-authors died before the book
was published. ® verb to write a book with
another author O She co-authored a book on
Churchill.
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coax /kouks/ verb o to coax someone into
doing something to persuade someone to do
something O He was finally coaxed into pay-
ing for two tickets.

coaxial cable /kou,xksial 'kerb(o)l/
noun an electric cable where several wires
are laid parallel to each other

cobalt /'’koubo:lt/ noun 1. a metallic ele-
ment used to make alloys O Cobalt 60 is used
in radiotherapy. 2. a blue colour obtained
from this metal O a tube of cobalt blue paint
cobble /'kob(a)l/ noun same as cobble-
stone O The street is paved with cobbles. B
verb O to cobble something together to put
things together roughly

cobbled /'kob(o)ld/ adj covered with
cobblestones

cobbler /'’kobla/ noun a person who mends
shoes O Ask the cobbler how much it will cost
to put new heels on these shoes.
cobblestone /'koblstoun/ noun a round
stone set in cement to make the surface of a
street

cobra /'koubra/ noun a large tropical snake
with a poisonous bite

cobweb /'kobweb/ noun a net of fine
thread made by a spider to catch flies (NOTE:
Another US term is spiderweb.)

® Coca-Cola / kouka 'kouvla/ trademark a
trademark for a popular fizzy soft drink

® cocaine /kou'kein/ noun a painkilling
drug, which is addictive. Compare coke
(NOTE: no plural)

coccyX /'koksiks/ noun the lowest bone in
the backbone, formed of four bones which
have fused together (NOTE: The plural is
coccyges /kok'sardziiz/.)

cock /kok/ noun a male bird, especially a
male domestic chicken O We were woken by
the cocks crowing. (NOTE: The US term is
rooster.) m verb 1. O to cock your ears to
listen carefully for something O The dogs sat
by the edge of the field, their ears cocked. 2.
to set a gun ready for firing O He cocked his
gun and waited.

cock-a-doodle doo! / kok o du:dl 'du:/
interj the noise made by a cockerel
cockatoo / koko'tuz/ noun a type of parrot
with a large crest

cockerel /'kok(a)ral/ noun a young cock
(NOTE: The US term is rooster.)
cock-eyed /kok 'aid/ adj stupid or odd
(informal)

cockle /'’kok(a)l/ noun a small edible shell-
fish O to warm the cockles of your heart to
make you happy and full of warm feelings
(informal) O The cheers from the audience
would warm the cockles of your heart.
cockney /'kokni/ adj typical of the East
End of London or the people who live there
O He speaks with a real cockney accent. m
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noun 1. a person from the East End of Lon-
don O He was born and brought up as a
Cockney. 2. a form of English spoken in the
East End of London O ‘Let’s have a
butcher’s’ is cockney for ‘let’s have a look’.
O She spoke in broad cockney. Compare
rhyming slang

cockpit /'’kokpit/ noun the place where the
pilot sits in an aircraft, racing car or boat
cockroach /'kokroutf/ noun a black or
brown beetle, a common household pest
(NOTE: The plural is cockroaches.)
cocksure / kok'[o:/ adj referring to some-
one who is so self-confident that they are an-
noying. Synonym smug

cocktail /'kokterl/ noun 1. a mixed alco-
holic drink O 4 Bloody Mary is a cocktail of
vodka and tomato juice. 2. a mixture of vari-
ous things O She died after taking a cocktail
of drugs.

cocktail party /'kokteil pa:ti/ noun a
party where drinks and snacks are served, but
not a full meal

cock-up /'kok ap/ noun work which is
badly carried out (informal, offensive)
cocky /'koki/ adj unpleasantly confident
and conceited (informal). Synonym smug

® cocoa /'kouvkau/ noun 1. a brown choco-
late powder ground from the seeds of a tree,
used for making a drink O There’s a tin of co-
coa on the shelf next to the cooker. O Add co-
coa powder to icing sugar to make chocolate
icing. 2. a drink made with cocoa powder and
hot water or milk © 1"/l warm up some milk to
make cocoa. O He always has a cup of cocoa
before going to bed. (NOTE: no plural)
coconut /'’kouvkonat/ noun 1. a large nut
from a type of palm tree O / won a coconut at
the fair. 2. the white flesh from a coconut O a
coconut cake O I don't like biscuits with co-
conut in them. (NOTE: no plural in this
meaning)

coconut matting /koukonat 'meetin/
noun a floor covering made from coconut
fibres

coconut milk /'’koukonat milk/ noun the
white juice inside a coconut

cocoon /ka'kuin/ noun a case of thread
made by a larva before it turns into a moth or
butterfly O Silk is taken off the cocoons made
by silk worms. ® verb to wrap something up
for protection O The baby was cocooned in
blankets.

cod /kod/ noun a large white sea fish
(NOTE: The plural is cod.)

c.0.d abbr cash on delivery

@ code /koud/ noun 1. a set of laws or rules
of behaviour O The hotel has a strict dress
code, and people wearing jeans are not al-
lowed in. 2. secret words or a system agreed
in advance for sending messages O We're
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trying to break the enemy’s code. O He sent
the message in code. 3. a system of numbers
or letters which mean something O The code
for Heathrow Airport is LHR. O What is the
code for phoning Edinburgh?

coded /'koudid/ adj written in code
codeine /'koudiin/ noun a drug taken to
relieve headaches, flu, etc.

code name /'koud nerm/ noun a special
name or number used instead of a person’s or
thing’s real name, in order to keep this secret
codify /'koudifar/ verb to write things such
as laws or rules in a systematic way. Syn-
onym organise

cod liver oil / kod lrvor 'a1l/ noun an oil
from the livers of cod, taken as a vitamin
supplement

coed /'koved/ adj same as coeducational
(informal) O The college only became coed
two years ago. B noun US a girl student at a
coeducational school or college (dated)
coeducational /kouedju'kerf(o)n(o)l/
adj (of a school) where male and female stu-
dents are taught together

coefficient / kour'fif(a)nt/ noun a number
written before a variable showing what the
variable is to be multiplied by

coerce /kou's:s/ verb O to coerce someone
into doing something to force someone to
do something O They coerced her into sign-
ing the contract.

coercion /kou's:f(a)n/ noun the act or
practice of forcing someone to do something
such as commit a crime. Synonym pressure
(NOTE: no plural)

coexist / kouig'zist/ verb to exist or to live
together (formal)

coexistence /kouig'zistons/ noun the
fact of living together (formal)

C of E abbr Church of England

@ coffee /'kofi/ noun 1. a bitter drink made
from the seeds of a tropical plant O Would
you like a cup of coffee? O I always take
sugar with my coffee. O The doctor told me to
avoid tea and coffee. 2. a powder made from
the seeds of the coffee plant O Put two
spoons of coffee into each cup. 3. a cup of
coffee O I'd like a white coffee, please. O
Three coffees and two teas, please. 4. a pale
brown colour, like white coffee © We have a
coffee carpet in our sitting room. (NOTE:
usually no plural; coffees means cups of
coffee)

coffee bar /'kofi ba:/ noun a small restau-
rant which sells coffee, cakes and sandwiches
coffee beans /'kofi biinz/ plural noun
seeds of the coffee bush, which are roasted
and ground to make coffee

coffee cup /'kofi kap/ noun a special
small cup for coffee
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coffee machine /'kofi mo,[i:n/ noun an
automatic machine which gives a cup of cof-
fee or other drink when you put in a coin and
press a button

coffee pot /'kofi pot/ noun a special pot
for making coffee in

® coffee shop /'kofi [op/ noun a small
restaurant serving tea, coffee and snacks
coffee table /'kofi ,teib(a)l/ noun a low
table in a sitting room, for putting things such
as cups, glasses and newspapers on
coffee-table book /'kofi ,terb(o)l buk/
noun a heavy expensive book with many il-
lustrations, which can be left on a table for
people to look at

coffer /'’kofo/ noun a chest for holding
money (dated)

coffers /'kofaz/ plural noun financial re-
sources O The company has millions of
pounds in its coffers which it could use on
publicity if it wanted to.

® coffin /'’kofin/ noun a long wooden box
in which a dead person is buried or cremated
(NOTE: The usual US term is casket.)

cog /kng/ noun one of a series of little teeth
sticking out from a wheel, which connect
with teeth on another wheel to make it turn O
a cog in the machine a person who plays an
unimportant part in a big organisation O /'m
not a director or anything like that, just a cog
in the machine.

cogent /'koudzont/ adj valid and powerful.
Synonym forceful. Antonym unconvincing
cognac /'konjek/ noun a brandy made in
western France

cognitive /'kognitiv/ adj referring to the
process of  understanding.  Synonym
reasoning

cognisant /'’kngniz(o)nt/, cognizant adj
(formal) O cognisant of knowing, being
aware of O The court is cognisant of this fact.
cohabit /kou'habit/ verb to live together
as man and wife, especially when not mar-
ried. Synonym live together
cohabitation /kou habri'terf(a)n/ noun 1.
living together as man and wife, although not
married O They had three years’ cohabita-
tion before they got married. 2. a situation
where different political parties hold power
at the same time, especially in France, where
the President and Parliament are elected for
different periods of time and so may repre-
sent different parties O Following the elec-
tion, we are in for a period of cohabitation.
cohere /kau'hia/ verb to stick together to
form a whole (formal)

coherence /kou'hiarans/ noun the state or
quality of being coherent

coherent /kou'hroront/ adj (of a state-
ment) clear and logical
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coherently /kouv'hiorontli/ adv clearly or
logically

cohesion /kou'hiiz(a)n/ noun the fact or
quality of sticking together

cohesive /kou'hiisiv/ adj which sticks
together

cohort /'kovho:t/ noun 1. a large group of
people O The Prince was followed by a co-
hort of journalists. 2. a group of people who
are similar in a particular characteristic such
as age or social backgound O This year’s co-
hort have a better pass rate than last year’s.
3. a comrade or classmate O my son and his
dishevelled cohorts in Class 2 4. the division
of a Roman army, one tenth of a legion O 4
cohort contained between three and six hun-
dred men.

coiffure /kwa:'fjusa/ noun a hairstyle (for-
mal)

coil /ko1l/ noun 1. a roll of rope, or one loop
in something twisted round and round O The
sailors stacked the rope in coils on the deck.
O They surrounded the camp with coils of
barbed wire. 2. a device fitted into a
woman’s uterus as a contraceptive B verb to
twist around something or into a coil O The
snake had coiled itself up in the basket. O The
sailor coiled the ropes neatly. Synonym
wind

® coin /komn/ noun a piece of metal money
O I found a 50p coin in the street. O He hid
the gold coins under his bed. O This machine
only takes 10p coins. B verb to invent a new
word or phrase O They coined the phrase
‘surfing the net’ to mean searching for infor-
mation on the Internet. O to coin a phrase
used in order to emphasise that you are say-
ing something which is a normal everyday
expression (informal) O ‘It never rains but it
pours’ — to coin a phrase.

coinage /'koinidz/ noun 1. the system of
money used in a country O The old coinage
will still be used alongside the new for a pe-
riod of two years. 2. a new word or phrase
which has been invented O ‘Surfing the net’
is a recent coinage.

coincide / kouin'said/ verb o to coincide
with something to happen by chance at the
same time as something else O The confer-
ence doesn’t coincide with my birthday this
year. O Do our trips to Frankfurt coincide? —
If they do, we can meet while we’re both
there.

® coincidence /kou'insid(a)ns/ noun two
things happening at the same time by chance

coincidental /kou,msi'dent(9)l/ adj hap-
pening by chance

coincidentally /kou,msr'dent(d)li/ adv
by coincidence. Synonym accidentally.
Antonym intentionally

® coke /kouk/ noun 1. a fuel processed
from coal, which produces a very strong heat



Coke

O The steel is produced in coke ovens. 2.
same as cocaine (informal) (NOTE: [all
senses] no plural)

Coke /kouk/ trademark a type of fizzy soft
drink

Col. abbr colonel

cola /'koulo/ noun a fizzy sweet drink
colander /'kolonda/ noun a bowl with
holes in it for draining water from vegetables
@ cold /kould/ adj 1. with a low tempera-
ture; not hot or not heated O He had a plate
of cold beef and salad. O They say that cold
showers are good for you. O The weather
turned colder after Christmas. O It’s too cold
to go for a walk. O If you 're hot, have a glass
of cold water. O Start eating, or your soup
will get cold. o in cold blood deliberately,
without feeling any pity O He killed the chil-
dren in cold blood. T to get cold feet to be-
gin to feel afraid that a plan is too risky
(informal) © We wanted to buy an old house
and start a hotel business, but my husband
got cold feet. 2. not friendly O He got a very
cold reception from the rest of the staff. O
She gave him a cold nod. (NOTE: colder —
coldest) O to give someone the cold shoul-
der not to give someone a friendly welcome
m noun 1. an illness when you sneeze and
cough O He caught a cold by standing in the
rain at a football match. O My sister’s in bed
with a cold. © Don’t come near me — I've got
a cold. 2. a cold outdoor temperature O He
got ill from standing in the cold waiting for a
bus. O House plants can’t stand the cold. o
to be left out in the cold not to be part of a
group any more

cold-blooded / kould 'bladid/ adj 1. o
cold-blooded animal an animal whose body
temperature is the same as the temperature of
its surroundings O Fish, tortoises and lizards
are all cold-blooded animals. 2. with no pity
O She’s a cold-blooded murderess.
cold-hearted / kould 'ha:tid/ adj lacking
kindness

coldly /'kouldli/ adv in an unfriendly way
cold-shoulder / kould 'fouldas/ verb o to
cold-shoulder someone not to give someone
a friendly welcome

cold snap /'kould snap/ noun a short pe-
riod of sudden cold weather. Synonym
freeze

cold sore /'kould s2:/ noun an inflamma-
tion round the lips caused by the herpes virus
cold storage /kould 'stoirids/ noun the
practice of keeping food in a cold store to
prevent it going bad

cold store /'kould sto:/ noun a warchouse
or room where supplies can be kept cold
coleslaw /'koulslo:/ noun a cabbage salad,
made with sliced white cabbage and
mayonnaise
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colic /'kolik/ noun a severe pain in the
intestines

® collaborate /ko'laeborert/ verb to work
together (NOTE: You collaborate with some-
one on something.)

® collaboration /ko leba'rerf(a)n/ noun
the action of working together on something.
Synonym cooperation

collaborative /ka'leb(o)rotiv/ adjinvolv-
ing people working together. Synonym
cooperative

collaborator /ka'lebarerta/ noun 1. a
person who works together with someone
else O We want to thank all the collaborators
on this project. 2. a person who works with
the enemy forces occupying a country O Af-
ter the war, collaborators were hunted down
and shot.

collage /'kola:3/ noun a picture made from
small pieces of paper or other materials,
stuck onto a backing

collagen /'kolad3zon/ noun bundles of pro-
tein fibres, which form connective tissue,
bone and cartilage

® collapse /ko'leeps/ noun 1. a sudden fall
O The collapse of the old wall buried two
workmen. 2. a sudden fall in price O the col-
lapse of the dollar on the foreign exchange
markets 3. the sudden failure of a company O
Investors lost thousands of pounds in the col-
lapse of the bank. m verb 1. to fall down sud-
denly O The roof collapsed under the weight
of the snow. 2. to fail suddenly O The com-
pany collapsed with £25,000 in debts. 3. to
fall down unconscious O He collapsed after
the marathon.

collapsible /ko'leepsab(a)l/ adj which can
be folded up. Synonym folding

@ collar /'kola/ noun 1. the part of a piece
of clothing which goes round your neck O /
can’t do up the top button on my shirt — the
collar’s too tight. O She turned up her coat
collar because the wind was cold. O He has a
winter coat with a fur collar. O to get hot un-
der the collar to get angry or worried about
something 2. a leather ring round the neck of
a dog or cat O The cat has a collar with her
name and address on it. B verb to catch
someone, especially in order to talk to them
(slang) © I managed to collar him as he was
leaving the hotel.

collarbone /'kploboun/ noun a clavicle,
one of two long thin bones joining the shoul-
ders to the breastbone

collate /ko'lert/ verb 1. to check one text
against another to make sure that it is all
there 2. to check that the various parts of a
book are gathered in the correct order before
the book is bound

collateral /ka'leet(o)ral/ adj additional to
something, but less important (formal) O
There will always be collateral damage to ci-



colleague

vilian property during a war. O One collat-
eral benefit from living in the centre of town
will be cheaper travel costs. ® noun a secu-
rity used to provide a guarantee for a loan O
He offered his house as collateral.

@ colleague /'kolizg/ noun a person who
works in the same company, office, school,
etc. as you O His colleagues gave him a pres-
ent when he got married. O I know Jane Gray
— she was a colleague of mine at my last job.
@ collect /ko'lekt/ verb 1. to fetch some-
thing or bring things together O Your coat is
ready for you to collect from the cleaner’s. O
The mail is collected from the postbox twice
a day. O I must collect the children from
school. 2. to buy things or bring things to-
gether as a hobby O He collects stamps and
old coins. 3. to gather money for charity O
They re collecting for Oxfam. 4. to come to-
gether O 4 crowd collected at the scene of the
accident. ® adv O to call collect US to ask
the person being phoned to pay for the call O
If you don’t have any money you can always
try calling collect.

collected /ko'lektid/ adj calm. Antonym
flustered

® collection /ka'lekfon/ noun 1. a group
of things that have been brought together O
He allowed me to see his stamp collection. O
The museum has a large collection of Italian
paintings. 2. money which has been gathered
O We’'re making a collection for Oxfam. 3.
the action of bringing things together 4. the
fetching of goods O Your order is in the
warehouse awaiting collection. 5. the taking
of letters from a postbox or post office for
dispatch O There are four collections a day
from the postbox at the corner of the street. O
The last collection is at 6 p.m.

® collective /ka'lektiv/ adj done together
O They had a meeting and soon reached a
collective decision. ® noun a business run by
a group of workers O The owner of the ga-
rage sold out and the staff took it over as a
workers’ collective. Synonym cooperative
collective  bargaining  /ko lektrv
'baxginiy/ noun wage negotiations between
management and unions

collectively /ko'lektivli/ adv all together
as a group. Synonym en masse. Antonym
individually

collective noun /ko lektiv 'navn/ noun a
noun which refers to a group of things or
people, rather than to one single thing, e.g.
‘family’ or ‘staff’

® collector /ka'lekta/ noun 1. a person
who collects things as a hobby O It’s an im-
portant sale for collectors of 18th century
porcelain. 2. a person who collects things as
ajob

@ college /'kolid3/ noun 1. a teaching in-
stitution for adults and young people O She’s
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going on holiday with some friends from
college. O He'’s studying accountancy at the
local college. O The college library has over
20,000 volumes. 2. US a teaching institution
for adolescents and adults, which grants de-
grees at BA level (NOTE: The British term is
university.) 3. a group of people who run a
certain profession O He’s a member of the
Royal College of Pharmacists.

college of further education / kolid3
ov f3:00 edju'kerf(a)n/ noun a teaching
establishment for students after secondary
school

collegiate /ka'li:dziot/ adj made up of sev-
eral colleges

collide /ka'lard/ verb o to collide with
something to bump into something © He lost
control of the car and collided with a bus.
collie /'koli/ noun a type of sheepdog with
long hair

colliery /'koljori/ noun a coalmine (NOTE:
The plural is collieries.)

collision /ka'li3(o)n/ noun an event of
bumping into something

collocate /'kolokert/ verb (of a word) to
be used with another word

collocation / kola'ke1f(a)n/ noun a typi-
cal occurrence of a word with another word
colloquial /ka'loukwial/ adj used in com-
mon speech. Synonym informal
colloquialism /ka'loukwioliz(o)m/ noun
an expression used in common speech
colloquially /ka'lovkwisli/ adv in conver-
sational speech

collude /ko'lu:d/ verb to work together se-
cretly to cheat someone. Synonym conspire
collusion /ka'lu:z(o)n/ noun an illegal co-
operation or agreement to cheat someone.
Synonym conspiracy

cologne /ka'laun/ noun a type of light per-
fume. Synonym toilet water

® colon /'kaulon/ noun 1. the main part of
the large intestine, going from the small in-
testine to the rectum O The intestines are di-
vided into two parts: the small intestine and
the large intestine or colon. 2. a printing sign
(:) © Use a colon before starting a list. O A
colon is used after a letter to indicate one of
the drives in a computer.

colonel /'ka:mn(a)l/ noun the officer in
charge of a regiment, an army rank above
lieutenant-colonel (NOTE: also used as a title
before a surname: Colonel Davis; often
shortened to Col.: Col. Davis. Do not con-
fuse with kernel.)

colonial /ko'lounisl/ adj referring to a
colony

colonialism /ka'lounioliz(a)m/ noun the
practice of establishing colonies in other
lands



colonise

colonise /'kplonaiz/, colonize verb to
take possession of an area or country and rule
it as a colony. Synonym settle

colonist /'kolonist/ noun a person who
goes to settle in a new colony. Synonym
settler

colonnade / kolo'neid/ noun a row of col-
umns. Synonym arcade

colony /'koloni/ noun 1. a territory ruled
by another country O the former French col-
onies in Africa O Roman colonies were es-
tablished in North Africa and along the
shores of the Black Sea. 2. a group of animals
or humans living together O a colony of ants
O an artists’ colony (NOTE: The plural is col-
onies.)

color /'kala/ noun, verb US spelling of
colour

colossal /ka'lns(a)l/ adj very large, huge.
Synonym huge. Antonym tiny

colossus /ko'lnsas/ noun a huge statue or
man (NOTE: The plural is colossuses.)

@ colour /'kalo/ noun 1. the shade which
an object has in light (red, blue, yellow, etc.)
O What colour is your bathroom? O I don’t
like the colour of the carpet. O His socks are
the same colour as his shirt. 2. not black or
white O The book has pages of colour pic-
tures. 3. the shade of a person’s skin O Peo-
ple must not be discriminated against on
grounds of sex, religion or colour. 4. 0 with
flying colours with great success O She
passed her test with flying colours. ®m verb to
add colour to something O The children were
given crayons and told to colour the trees
green and the earth brown. (NOTE: [all
senses] The US spelling is color.)
colour-blind /'’kals blaind/ adj not able to
tell the difference between certain colours,
such as red and green (NOTE: The US spell-
ing is color-blind.)

@ coloured /'kalod/ adj 1. in colour © «
coloured postcard O a book with coloured il-
lustrations 2. with a skin that is not white
(dated, offensive) (NOTE: [all senses] The
US spelling is colored.)

-coloured /kalod/ suffix with a certain col-
our O a flame-coloured tie O She was wear-
ing a cream-coloured shirt. (NOTE: The US
spelling is -colored.)

@ colourful /'kalof(a)l/ adj 1. brightly col-
oured O I'm trying to create a flowerbed
which will remain colourful all year round. O
She tied a colourful silk scarf round her hair.
2. full of excitement and adventure O She
lived a colourful existence as a dancer in an
Egyptian nightclub. O A colourful account of
life in Vienna before the First World War.
(NOTE: [all senses] The US spelling is col-
orful.)

colouring /'kaleriy/ noun 1. the way in
which something or a plant or animal is col-
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oured O the bright colouring of parrots O
The brilliant colouring of woods in autumn.
2. complexion, the colour of your skin and
hair O Choose a lipstick that goes with your
dress and suits your colouring. (NOTE: [all
senses] The US spelling is coloring.)
colourless /'kalalos/ adj 1. with no colour
O He offered me a glass of some colourless
liquid. 2. uninteresting O The main character
of the film is fairly colourless. (NOTE: [all
senses] The US spelling is colorless.)
colour scheme /'kalo skirm/ noun dif-
ferent colours chosen by a designer for a
room, a shop, etc.

colt /koult/ noun a young male horse O The
Irish colt won the race by two lengths.
(NOTE: A young female horse is a filly.)

@ column /'kolem/ noun 1. a tall pillar O
There is a row of huge columns at the en-
trance to the British Museum. O Nelson's
Column is in Trafalgar Square. 2. a thing
which is tall and thin O 4 thin column of
smoke rose from the bonfire. 3. a line of peo-
ple, one after the other O 4 column of prison-
ers came into the camp. O Columns of
refugees crossed the border. 4. (in the army)
a line of soldiers, tanks, etc., moving forward
O Two columns of infantry advanced towards
the enemy positions. O An armoured column
entered the town. 5. a thin block of printing
going down a page O ‘Continued on page 7,
column 4.” O His article ran to three columns
on the first page of the paper. 6. a series of
numbers, one under the other O to add up a
column of figures O Put the total at the bot-
tom of the column. 7. a regular article in a
newspaper O She writes a gardening column
for the local newspaper. O Regular readers
of this column will know about my problems
with drains.

columnist /'kolomnist/ noun a journalist
who writes regularly for a paper. Synonym
writer

com /kom/ noun a commercial organisation
coma /'kouma/ noun a state of uncon-
sciousness from which a person cannot be
awakened

comatose /'’kouvmoatous/ adj 1. in a coma
O a comatose patient 2. sleepy, half-asleep O
After the long meeting they all looked
comatose.

comb /kouvm/ noun 1. an instrument with
long teeth used to make your hair straight O
Her hair is in such a mess that you can’t get
a comb through it. 2. the action of combing
your hair O Your hair needs a good comb. ®
verb 1. to smooth your hair with a comb O
She was combing her hair in front of the mir-
ror. 2. to search a place O Police combed the
woods for clues.

combat /'kombet/ noun fighting O These
young soldiers have no experience of combat



combatant

in the field. m verb to fight against something
O They have set up a special police squad to
combat drugs.

combatant /'kombaotont/ adj who is fight-
ing B noun a person who is fighting
combative /'kombotiv/ adj who likes to
get into quarrels or arguments. Synonym ar-
gumentative. Antonym peaceable

@ combination / kombi'nerf(e)n/ noun
1. several things taken together O 4 combina-
tion of cold weather and problems with the
car made our holiday in Germany a disaster.
2. a series of numbers which open a lock ©
The safe has a combination lock. O I've for-
gotten the combination to my briefcase.

@ combine noun /'’kombain/ 1. a large fi-
nancial or commercial group O a German in-
dustrial combine 2. same as combine
harvester m verb /kom'bain/ o to combine
with to join together with O The cold
weather combined with high winds has made
it a dreadful harvest.

combined /kom'baind/ adj taken together.
Synonym joint

combine harvester / kpombain
'haxvista/ noun a farm machine which cuts
various types of cereal crops, and automati-
cally separates the seeds from the straw
combustible /kom'bastib(o)l/ adj which
can easily catch fire O The warehouse was
full of paint and other combustible sub-
stances. Synonym flammable. Antonym
fireproof m noun a substance which can eas-
ily catch fire O Oil and other combustibles
must be carefully stored.

combustion /kom'bast[on/ noun 1. the
fact of burning 2. the burning of fuel to create
heat, power, etc.

® come /kam/ verb 1. to move to or to-
wards this place O Come and see us when
you're in London. O The doctor came to see
him yesterday. O Some of the children come
to school on foot. O Don’t make any noise — I
can hear someone coming. O Come up to my
room and we’ll talk about the problem. 2. to
happen O How did the door come to be open?
0 how come? why?, how? (informal) © How
come the front door was unlocked? 3. to oc-
cur O P comes before Q. O What comes after
R in the alphabet? O What comes after the
news on TV? (NOTE: coming — came /keim/
— has come)

® come across /'kam 9kros/ verb to
find something by chance

® come along /,kam o'loy/ verb 1. to go
with someone O If you walk, the children can
come along with us in the car. 2. to hurry O
Come along, or you’ll miss the bus.

® come apart / kam a'pa:t/ verb to break
into pieces
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® come back / kam 'bak/ verb to return
O They left the house in a hurry, and then
had to come back to get their passports. O
They started to walk away, but the policeman
shouted at them to come back. Antonym go
away

® comeback /'kambak/ noun 1. a reac-
tion O Despite the mistakes in the book there
has been no comeback yet from the readers.
2. a return of someone such as a singer or
sportsman after retirement O She is trying to
make a comeback.

comedian /ko'mirdion/ noun a person
who tells jokes to make people laugh. Syn-
onym humorist

come down /kam 'davn/ verb 1. to get
lower O The price of oranges has come
down. 2. to come downstairs O She was in
bed but had to come down to answer the
phone. 3. to get a disease O The children
have come down with measles.

comedown /'’kamdaun/ noun a situation
making you feel unimportant (informal).
Synonym disillusionment. Antonym boost
comedy /'komadi/ noun a play or film
which is not very sad or serious, or which
makes you laugh O ‘A4 Midsummer Night's
Dream’ is one of Shakespeare’s comedies.
(NOTE: The plural is comedies.)

® come in/ kam 't/ verb to enter

come in for / kam 'm o1/ verb to get or
receive something unpleasant

come into /'kam ,intu/ verb 1. to enter O
Three people came into the restaurant. 2. O
to come into money to inherit money O She
came into a fortune when she was
twenty-one.

comely /'kamli/ adj attractive (dated)
(NOTE: used only of women)

come of /'kam ov/ verb to happen as a re-
sult of

® come off / kam 'of/ verb 1. to stop be-
ing attached O The button has come off my
coat. O I can’t use the kettle, the handle has
come off. 2. to be removed O The paint won't
come off my coat. 3. to do well or badly O
Our team came off badly in the competition.
O She came off well in the exam.

® come on / kam 'on/ verb 1. to hurry O
Come on, or we'll miss the start of the film. 2.
to arrive O A storm came on as we were fish-
ing in the bay. O Night is coming on. O She
thinks she has a cold coming on.

come out/ kam 'avt/ verb 1. to move out-
side © Come out into the garden, it’s beauti-
fully hot. 2. (of pictures and photographs) to
appear O The church didn’t come out very
well on the photo. O Something must be
wrong with the camera — half my holiday pic-
tures didn’t come out. 3. O to come out (on
strike) to strike O All the train drivers came



comer

out on strike. 4. to be removed O The ink
marks won’t come out of my white shirt. O
Red wine stains don’t come out easily. 5. to
appear for sale O The magazine comes out on
Saturdays. 6. to state publicly that you are
homosexual O He decided to come out before
the newspapers started to print stories about
him. 7. O to come out in a rash to develop a
rash (informal) o to come out with to say
something unexpected O He came out with a
really strange proposal.

comer /'kama/ noun a person who comes
(informal) o open to all comers used for de-
scribing something such as a competition
which is open to anyone who comes

comet /'’komit/ noun an object which
moves in space, and which you can see at
night because of its bright tail

come through /kam '0ru:/ verb 1. to
move through something to get to a place O
Come through the kitchen into the dining
room. 2. (of information) to arrive by phone,
fax, etc. O The message came through this
morning. 3. to recover from an illness O Do
you think she’s going to come through?

® come to /'’kam tu:, kam 'tus/ verb 1. to
add up to a particular amount O The bill co-
mes to £10. 2. to become conscious again O
When he came to, he was in hospital.

come up /,kam 'ap/ verb 1. to come close
to someone O The policeman came up to him
and asked to see his passport. 2. O to come
up against something to find something in
the way O We came up against a lot of oppo-
sition from the management.

® comfort /'’kamfot/ noun 1. something
which helps to make you feel happier O It
was a comfort to know that the children were
safe. O The long-awaited letter gave me some
comfort. 2. the state of being comfortable O
They live in great comfort. O You expect a
certain amount of comfort on a luxury liner.
O She complained about the lack of comfort
in the second-class coaches. m verb to make
someone happier, e.g. when they are in pain
or miserable O She tried to comfort the little
girl. O He felt comforted by the gentle words
of the nurse.

® comfortable /'’kamf(a)tab(e)l/ adj 1.
soft and relaxing O These shoes aren’t very
comfortable. O There are more comfortable
chairs in the lounge. 2. O to make yourself

comfortable to relax O She made herself

comfortable in the chair by the fire.
comfortably /'’kamftobli/ adv in a soft,
relaxed or relaxing way O If you're sitting
comfortably, I'll explain to you what we have
to do. O Make sure you're comfortably
dressed because it is rather cold outside.
comfortably off /kamftobli 'of/ noun
having plenty of money
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comforting which
comforts

comfy /'kamfi/ adj comfortable (informal)
(NOTE: comfier — comfiest)

comic /'komik/ noun 1. a children’s paper
with cartoon stories O He spends his pocket
money on comics and sweets. 2. a person
who tells jokes to make people laugh © a
well-known TV comic. Synonym comedian
W adj funny. Synonym amusing

comical /'komik(o)l/ adj funny, which
makes you laugh. Synonym amusing
comic book /'komik buk/ noun US a
children’s book with cartoon stories

comic strip /'’komik strip/ noun a series
of small pictures telling a story or joke, usu-
ally printed in a magazine or newspaper

® coming /'kamiy/ adj which is approach-
ing O their coming silver wedding anniver-
sary O The newspaper tells you what will
happen in the coming week in Parliament.
Synonym forthcoming. Antonym past m
noun an arrival. Synonym emergence. Ant-
onym departure

comings and goings /kamigz on
'gouinz/ plural noun lots of movement
comma /'koma/ noun 1. punctuation mark
(,) showing a break in the meaning of a sen-
tence O Use a comma between each item
listed in this sentence. 2. a small brown but-
terfly with ragged wings, and a little white
mark, like a comma, on the underside of each
wing

@ command /ka'ma:nd/ noun 1. an order
O The general gave the command to attack. 0
in command of in charge of 2. knowledge of
a particular subject, especially a language O
She has a good command of French. m verb
1. to order O He commanded the troops to
open fire on the rebels. 2. to be in charge of
O He commands a group of guerillas.
commandant /'komondzant/ noun the of-
ficer in charge of something such as a mili-
tary base. Synonym superior
commandeer / komon'dia/ verb to take
over property to be used by the armed forces
commander /ko'mainda/ noun 1. the of-
ficer in charge of an a group of soldiers or a
ship O The commander must make sure that
all his soldiers know exactly what they must
do. 2. arank in the navy below captain
commander-in-chief /ko,ma:ndor 1n
'tJif/ noun a person who is in charge of all
the armed services of a country (NOTE: The
plural is commanders-in-chief.)
commanding /ko'ma:ndig/ adj 1. in au-
thority, in command 2. full of authority O He
spoke with a commanding voice and every-
one listened. 3. 0 to have a commanding
lead to be in a position in which you are very
likely to win O The Russian team has a com-

/'kamfotiy/  adj



commanding officer

manding lead in the tournament. 4. which
dominates O The castle occupies a com-
manding position on the hill above the town.
O The commanding presence of Henry VIII
dominated the court.

commanding officer /koma:ndip
'pf1sa/ noun the officer in command
commandment /ko'ma:ndmont/ noun a
rule

commando /ko'maindov/ noun 1. a
group of soldiers who are specially trained to
attack under difficult circumstances O They
planned a commando attack on the harbour.
2. a member of such a group of soldiers O
Masked commandos burst in through the
door. (NOTE: The plural is commandos.)

® commemorate /ko'memorert/ verb to
celebrate the memory of someone, a special
occasion, etc.

commemorative /ko'mem(o)rotiv/ adj
which commemorates. Synonym memorial
® commence /ko'mens/ verb to begin.
Synonym begin. Antonym terminate
commencement /ko'mensmont/ noun
the beginning O At the commencement of the
service, the priest asked everyone to stand.
Commencement /ko'mensmont/ noun
US a day when degrees are awarded at a uni-
versity or college (NOTE: The British term is
degree day or degree ceremony.)
commend /ka'mend/ verb to praise
commendable /ko'mendob(o)l/  adj
which should be praised. Synonym praise-
worthy. Antonym lamentable
commendably /ko'mendobli/ adv in a
way which should be praised
commensurate /ko'menforat/ adj (for-
mal) 0 commensurate with in proportion to
® comment /'koment/ noun 1. words
showing what you feel about something O
His comments were widely reported in the
newspapers. O The man made a rude com-
ment accompanied by some very offensive
gestures. O ‘no comment’ [ refuse to discuss
it in public 2. the discussion of a question O
The scandal aroused considerable comment
in the press. O It is a sad comment on modern
values that we spend more money on arms
than on helping the poor. (NOTE: no plural in
this meaning) m verb o to comment on
something to make a remark about some-
thing O He commented on the lack of towels
in the bathroom. Synonym observe
commentary /'komont(o)ri/ noun 1. a
spoken report on a football match, horse race,
etc. O The match is being shown on Channel
4 with live commentary also on the radio. 2.
remarks about a book, a problem, etc. O For
intelligent commentary on current events you
should read the ‘Spectator’. (NOTE: The plu-
ral is commentaries.)
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commentate /'komontert/ verb to de-
scribe on radio or TV what is happening at an
event

commentator /'komonterito/ noun a per-
son who reports events as they happen, on
the radio or TV

commerce /'’kpma3:s/ noun the buying and
selling of goods and services. Synonym
trade

@ commercial /ko'ms:[(o)l/ adj 1. refer-
ring to business O He is a specialist in com-
mercial law. 2. used for business purposes,
not private or military O He lefi the air force
and became a commercial airline pilot. O
The company makes commercial vehicles
such as taxis and buses. 3. profitable O Our
commercial future looks doubtful. o not a
commercial proposition not likely to make
a profit @ noun an advertisement on televi-
sion O Our TV commercial attracted a lot of
interest.

commercial break /ko,msz:[(o)l 'bretk/
noun a short period between TV programmes
or parts of programmes when advertisements
are shown

commercialised /ko'ms:fslaizd/, com-
mercialized adj dominated by businesses or
by an emphasis on making profit
commercialism /ka'm3:[(d)liz(a)m/
noun 1. the principles and methods of buying
and selling goods and services 2. emphasis
on making a profit rather than on quality
commercially /ko'ms:[(9)li/ adv from a
business point of view 0 not commercially
viable not likely to make a profit
commiserate /ko'mizoreit/ verb o to
commiserate with someone to sympathise
with someone

® commission /ko'mif(a)n/ noun 1. a
group of people which investigates problems
of national importance O The government
has appointed a commission to look into the
problem of drugs in schools. 2. an order for
something to be made or to be used O He re-
ceived a commission to paint the portrait of
the Prime Minister. 3. percentage of sales
value given to the sales representative O She
gets 15% commission on everything she sells.
O He charges 10% commission. 4. an order
making someone an officer O He has a com-
mission in the Royal Marines. 5. O out of
commission not working O The [ift’s out of
commission so you'll have to use the stairs. ®
verb 1. to authorise someone such as an artist
or architect to do a piece of work; to author-
ise a piece of work to be done O The maga-
zine commissioned him to write a series of
articles on Germany. O The statue was com-
missioned by the veterans’ association. 2. to
make someone an officer O He was commis-
sioned into the guards.



commissionaire

commissionaire /ko,mifo'nesa/ noun a
man who stands at the door of a building
such as a restaurant, hotel, or club, to wel-
come people in. Synonym doorman
commissioner /ka'mif(a)na/ noun a rep-
resentative of authority 0O commissioner of
police the highest ranking police officer O
High Commissioner an ambassador of a
Commonwealth country O The Indian High
Commissioner made a speech.

@ commit /ko'mit/ verb 1. to carry out a
crime O The gang committed six robberies
before they were caught. O He said he was on
holiday in Spain when the murder was com-
mitted. 2. 0O to commit suicide to kill
yourself

@ commitment /ko'mrtmont/ noun 1. a
promise to pay money O He has difficulty in
meeting his commitments. 2. an agreement to
do something O She made a firm commitment
to be more punctual in future. O We have the
photocopier on one week’s trial, with no
commitment to buy.

committal /ko'mit(a)l/ noun the sending
of a prisoner for trial

committed /ko'mitid/ adj firmly believing
in. Synonym devoted

® committee /ko'miti/ noun an official
group of people who organise or discuss
things for a larger body O The town council
has set up a committee to look into sports fa-
cilities. O Committee members will be asked
to vote on the proposal. O to be on a com-
mittee to be a member of a committee O
He's on the finance committee.
commodity /ko'moditi/ noun a product
sold in very large quantities, especially raw
materials such as silver and tin and food such
as corn or coffee

commodore /'’kpmado:/ noun 1. a rank in
the Navy above a captain O Several retired
admirals and commodores attended his fu-
neral. 2. a person who is in charge of a yacht
club O The Commodore of the yacht club
started the race.

® common /'’komon/ adj 1. which happens
often, or which you find everywhere O The
plane tree is a very common tree in towns. O
1t’s very common for people to get colds in
winter. 2. belonging to two or more people O
The two countries have a common frontier. O
Blue eyes are not common to all the members
of our family. o common ownership the
ownership of a property by a group of people
O in common shared by two or more people
O They have two things in common — they are
both Welsh and they are both lefi-handed. m
noun land which belongs to a community O
We went walking on the common. (NOTE:
now mainly used in names of places: Clap-
ham Common, Wimbledon Common,
etc.)
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common cold /komon 'kould/ noun a
minor illness which makes you sneeze and
cough

commoner /'komona/ noun an ordinary
citizen, not a nobleman

common dground /komon 'gravnd/
noun the things that two or more people or
groups agree upon

common knowledge / komon 'nolidz/
noun something that is generally known
common law / komoan '15:/ noun a law as
laid down in decisions of courts, rather than
by statute 0 common-law wife a woman
who is living with a man as his wife without
being married

® commonly /'’komonli/ adv often. Syn-
onym usually. Antonym unusually
common-or-garden / komon o: 'ga:dn/
adj very ordinary

commonplace /'’komonplers/ adj ordi-
nary, or happening frequently

common room /'kpmen ruim/ noun a
room in which a particular group of people,
e.g. senior students, can relax

common sense / komon 'sens/ noun or-
dinary good sense

commonwealth /'’komonwel®/ noun 1. a
group of states 2. a republic O the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts

commotion /ko'mouf(o)n/ noun confu-
sion or trouble

communal /'komjonl, ka'mju:nl/ adj be-
longing to, or able to be used by, several
people

communally /ko'mju:n(a)li/ adv done by
several people together

commune noun /'’kpmjuin/ a group of
people who live together sharing everything
O What is it like to live in a commune? Syn-
onym community B verb /ka'mjuin/ o to
commune with someone or something to
communicate with the spirit of someone or
something (formal) O She just wants to sit on
the grassy hill, communing with nature. Syn-
onym communicate

® communicate /ko'mju:nikert/ verb 1.
to send or give information to someone O Al-
though she is unable to speak, she can still
communicate by using her hands. O He finds
it impossible to communicate with his staff. O
Communicating with our office in London
has been quicker since we installed the fax.
2. to connect with 0 communicating rooms
two rooms with a connecting door between
them 0 communicating door a door be-
tween two rooms O The communicating door
is kept locked at all times.

® communication /ko,mju:ni'kerf(o)n/
noun 1. the passing of information O Email
is the most rapid means of communication. O
1t is not a happy school — there is no commu-



communicative

nication between the head teacher and the
other members of staff. O to enter into com-
munication with someone to start discuss-
ing something with someone, usually in
writing O We have entered into communica-
tion with their solicitors. 2. an official mes-
sage O We had a communication from the
local tax inspector.

communicative /ko'mjurnikotrv/ adj 1.
friendly and keen to communicate 2. relating
to communication, or the ability to
communicate

® communion /ko'mju:nion/ noun 1. fel-
lowship with someone 2. o0 Holy Commu-
nion a Christian ceremony where bread is
eaten and wine drunk in memory of Christ’s
Last Supper O The communion service will
be taken by the vicar.

communion wafer  /ko'mjuinion
,werfa/ noun a thin round piece of bread
eaten at mass or communion
communiqué /ka'mjuinikelr/ noun an of-
ficial announcement

communism /'komjuniz(s)m/ noun a so-
cial system in which all property is owned
and shared by the society as a whole and not
by individual people

communist /'komjonist/ adj referring to
communism O The Communist Party is hold-
ing its annual meeting this weekend. ® noun
a person who believes in communism, espe-
cially a member of the Communist Party O
He was a Communist all his life. O The Com-
munists have three seats on the city council.
Synonym socialist

® community /ko'mju:niti/ noun a group
of people living in one area O The local com-
munity is worried about the level of violence
in the streets.

community centre /ko'mju:niti ;sento/
noun a building providing sports or arts facil-
ities for a community

community  service  /ko,mju:niti
's31vis/ noun unpaid work for the benefit of
the local community, usually done as a sen-
tence for some minor crime

® commute /ka'mju:t/ verb 1. to travel to
work from home each day O He commutes
from Oxford to his office in the centre of Lon-
don. 2. to reduce a legal penalty O The prison
sentence was commuted to a fine. O His
death sentence was commuted to life impris-
onment. 3. to exchange one type of payment
for another O His pension has been com-
muted to a lump sum payment.

® commuter /ko'mjuitd/ noun a person
who travels to work in town every day
compact adj /kom'pakt/ small; close to-
gether O The computer system is small and
very compact. B noun /'kpmpakt/ 1. a small
family car 2. an agreement O The two compa-
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nies signed a compact to share their research

findings.

® companion /kom'panjon/ noun a per-
son or animal who lives with someone
companionable /kom'panjonob(a)l/ adj
friendly
companionship /kom'penjonfip/ noun
friendship
® company /'’kamp(o)ni/ noun 1. a com-
mercial firm O It is company policy not
to allow smoking anywhere in the offices. O
The company has taken on three secretaries.
O She runs an electrical company. O He set
up a computer company. (NOTE: usually writ-
ten Co. in names: Smith & Co. The plural is
companies in this meaning.) 2. being to-
gether with other people O I enjoy the com-
pany of young people. O She went to Paris in
company with or in the company of three
other girls from college. O he is good com-
pany he’s a very entertaining person to be
with O to keep someone company to be with
someone to prevent them from feeling lonely
O Would you like to come with me to keep me
company? O to part company to split up O
We parted company when we couldn’t agree
on how to develop the business. O to get into
bad company to start spending time with
bad companions 3. a group of people who
work together O a ship’s company the crew
of a ship 4. (in the army) a part of a battalion,
a group of men commanded by a captain
company car / kamp(a)ni 'ka:/ noun a
car which belongs to a company and is lent to
an employee to use for business or other
purposes
company law /kamp(d)ni 'lor/ noun
laws which refer to the way companies work
comparable /'’komp(a)rab(a)l/ adj which
are similar or which can be compared
comparative /kom'parativ/ adj to a cer-
tain extent, when considered next to some-
thing else O Judged by last year’s
performance it is a comparative improve-
ment. Synonym relative. Antonym absolute
® noun the form of an adjective or adverb
showing an increase in level O ‘Happier’,
‘better’ and ‘more often’ are the compara-
tives of ‘happy’, ‘good’ and ‘often.’
COMMENT: Comparatives are usually
formed by adding the suffix -er to the adjec-
tive: ‘quicker’ from ‘quick’, for example; in
the case of long adjectives, they are formed
by putting ‘more’ in front of the adjective:
‘more comfortable’, ‘more expensive’, and
so on.
® comparatively /kom'perotivli/ adv to
a certain extent, more than something else
® compare /kom'ped/ verb O to compare
something with, to something else to look
at two things side by side to see how they are



compared

different O if you compare the situation in
France with that in Britain

® compared /kom'pead/ adj o compared
to or with when you compare it to O
Compared with my Rolls Royce, your car is
tiny. O Compared to last year, this summer
was cold.

® comparison /kom'paris(e)n/ noun the
act of comparing O This year, July was cold
in comparison with last year. O there is no
comparison between them one is much
better than the other

® compartment /kom'pa:tmont/ noun 1.
a division inside something O the freezing
compartment of a fridge O The box is divided
into several compartments. 2. a separate sec-
tion in a railway carriage, or in a ship O
There are no compartments in these trains. O
The hold is divided into watertight
compartments.

® compass /'kampas/ noun 1. a device
which indicates the north by means of a mag-
netic needle on a dial O They were lost in the
mountains without a compass. O the points
of the compass the different directions,
north, south, east and west 2. O a pair of
compasses a device for drawing a circle
compassion /kom'pe[(a)n/ noun a feel-
ing of sympathy for someone unfortunate.
Synonym pity o to have compassion on
someone to feel sorry for someone O The
president had compassion on the prisoners
and had them released.

compassionate /kom'pa[(o)not/ adj
showing sympathy with someone who is ill,
etc. Synonym sympathetic
compassionate leave /kom,pz[(o)nat
'litv/ noun permission to have time off work
because someone has died, is ill, etc.
compassionately  /kom'pz[(o)notli/
adv showing sympathy with someone
compatibility /kom,pati'biliti/ noun the
ability to fit together

compatible /kom'patib(s)l/ adj o com-
patible with something able to fit or work
with something O Make sure the two com-
puter systems are compatible.

compatriot /kom'patriot/ noun a person
from the same country

® compel /kom'pel/ verb to force (NOTE:
compelling — compelled)

compelling /kom'peliy/ adj 1. which
forces you to do something O He used a very
compelling argument against capital punish-
ment. 2. very exciting or interesting
compensate /'komponseit/ verb o to
compensate someone for something to pay
for damage, for a loss O They agreed to com-
pensate her for damage to her car. O The air-
line refused to compensate him when his
baggage was lost.
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® compensation /kompon'serf(o)n/
noun 1. payment for damage or loss O The
airline refused to pay any compensation for
his lost luggage. O You must submit a claim
for compensation to the insurance company
within two weeks. 2. something that makes
up for something bad © Working in the cen-
tre of London has its compensations. O Four
weeks’ holiday is no compensation for a
year’s work in that office.

® compete /kom'pi:t/ verb to try to win a
race or a game O He is competing in both the
100 and 200 metre races. O to compete with
someone or something to try to beat some-
one or something in an activity such as sport
or trade O We have to compete with cheap
imports from the Far East.

® competence /'’kompit(a)ns/ noun 1.
the quality of being able or efficient at a job
O Does she have the necessary competence
in foreign languages? O After this latest di-
saster, his competence to handle the job
seems doubtful. 2. the quality of being legally
suitable or qualified to do something O The
case falls within the competence of the tribu-
nal. O This is outside the competence of this
court.

competent /'kompit(e)nt/ adj 1. legally
able to do something O The court is not com-
petent to deal with this case. 2. efficient O
She is a very competent manager. 3. quite
good, but not brilliant O He’s quite compe-
tent at maths. O She’s a competent golfer.
competing /kom'pi:tin/ adj who or which
are in competition

@ competition / kompo'tif(o)n/ noun1. a
sport or game where several teams or people
enter and each tries to win O France were
winners of the competition. O He won first
prize in the piano competition. O The compe-
tition is open to everybody. (NOTE: The plu-
ral in this meaning is competitions.) 2. a
situation in business in which one person or
company is trying to do better than another O
Our main competition comes from the big su-
permarkets. O We have to keep our prices
low because of competition from cheap im-
ports. 3. people or companies who are trying
to do better than you O We have lowered our
prices to try to beat the competition. O The
competition is or are planning to reduce their
prices. (NOTE: singular in this meaning, but
can take a plural verb)

@ competitive /kom'petitiv/ adj 1. liking
to win competitions O He's very competitive.
2. involving competition 3. O competitive
prices prices which are lower or no higher
than those of rival firms O We must keep our
prices competitive if we want to stay in
business.

competitor /kom'petito/ noun 1. a person
who enters a competition O All the competi-
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tors lined up for the start of the marathon. 2.
a company which competes O Two German
firms are our main competitors.
compilation /kompr'letrf(o)n/ noun 1.
the process of putting things together in a list
or book O The compilation of a dictionary is
a never-ending task. 2. a work which has
been compiled O His compilation of jokes
from 19th century magazines has just been
published.

® compile /kom'pail/ verb 1. to draw up a
list O She compiled a list of all her friends
whose names started with the letter ‘R’. O
They have compiled a mass of data on space
flights. 2. to write a dictionary O Dr Johnson
used many helpers to compile his dictionary.
complacency /kom'pleis(a)nsi/ noun the
fact of being complacent

complacent /kom'plers(o)nt/ adj satisfied
with yourself. Synonym satisfied

® complain /kam'plemn/ verb to say that
something is no good or does not work prop-
erly (formal) O The shop is so cold the staff
have started complaining. O She complained
about the service. O They are complaining
that our prices are too high. O She com-
plained that no one spoke English in the ho-
tel. (NOTE: You complain to someone
about something or that something is no
good.)

® complaint /kom'plemnt/ noun 1. an act
of saying that something is wrong O She sent
her letter of complaint to the managing di-
rector. O You must file your complaint with
the relevant department. 2. an illness O She
was admitted to hospital with a kidney
complaint.

® complement noun /'komplimont/ 1. a
thing which adds to or fits in with something
else O Mint sauce is the perfect complement
to roast lamb. 2. O a ship’s complement the
full crew of a ship 3. a noun or adjective
which follows the verbs ‘be” or ‘become’ O
In the sentence ‘he’s a big boy’ the words ‘a
big boy’ are the complement of the verb ‘is’.
m verb /'kompliment/ to fit in with some-
thing O The two colours complement each
other perfectly. O Her jewellery comple-
mented the colour of her hair. (NOTE: Do not
confuse with compliment.)
complementary / kompli'ment(a)ri/ adj
which fits in with something by offering
things which the other thing does not have
(NOTE: Do not confuse with complimen-
tary.)

complementary medicine
/. kompliment(a)ri 'med(a)sin/ noun a type
of medicine such as homeopathy and acu-
puncture which can be used alongside tradi-
tional medicine

® complete /kom'plizt/ adj 1. with all its
parts O He has a complete set of the new
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stamps. O We have to study the complete
works of Shakespeare. 2. total O The trip was
a complete waste of money. ®m verb 1. to fin-
ish O The builders completed the whole job
in two days. 2. to fill in a form O When you
have completed the application form, send it
to us in the envelope provided.

® completely /kom'pli:tli/ adv totally O
The town was completely destroyed in the
earthquake. O I completely forgot about my
dentist’s appointment. Synonym totally.
Antonym partially

completion /kom'pli:[(a)n/ noun the act
of finishing O With the completion of the
Channel Tunnel, travel to France became
much easier. O The bridge is nearing com-
pletion. 0 the completion of a contract the
signing of a contract. Synonym conclusion.
Antonym start

@ complex /'’kompleks/ adj complicated O
The committee is discussing the complex
problem of the site for the new hospital. O
The specifications for the machine are very
complex. ®m noun 1. a series of buildings O
The council has built a new sports complex.
O An industrial complex is planned on the
site of the old steel works. 2. (in psychiatry) a
group of ideas which are based on an experi-
ence that you had in the past, and which in-
fluence the way you behave O He has a
complex about going bald. O Stop talking
about her height — you'll give her a complex
about it.

complexion /kom'plekfon/ noun the col-
our of the skin on your face

® complexity /kom'pleksiti/ noun being
complex O The report was delayed because
of the complexity of the problems.

® compliance /kom'plarons/ noun agree-
ment to do what is ordered

compliant /kom'plaront/ adj agreeing to
do something or to obey the rules

® complicate /'’komplikert/ verb to make
things complicated. Antonym simplify

® complicated /'komplikertid/ adj with
many small details; difficult to understand O
1t is a complicated subject. O It’s all getting
too complicated — let’s try and keep it simple.
O Chess has quite complicated rules. O The
route to get to our house is rather compli-
cated, so I'll draw you a map. Synonym
complex

complication / kompli'keif(o)n/ noun 1.
a complicated situation O It all seems quite
simple to me — what’s the complication? 2.
an illness occurring because of or during an-
other illness O She appeared to be getting
better, but complications set in. 3. more trou-
ble O All these forms which we have to fill in
Just create further complications.



complicity

complicity /kom'plisiti/ noun the fact of
being involved in a crime as an accomplice.
Synonym involvement

@ compliment noun /'’kpmplimont/ 1. a
remark which praises someone or something
O She blushed when she read his compli-
ments on her dancing. 0O to be fishing for
compliments to try to get someone to say
nice things about you O to pay someone a
compliment to praise someone, or to do
something which shows you appreciate
someone O They paid her the compliment of
asking her to speak to the meeting. 2. 0O send
him my compliments give him my good
wishes 0 with the compliments of with
good wishes from O 4 box of chocolates with
the compliments of the manager or with the
manager’s compliments. O Please accept
these flowers with my compliments. B verb
/'’kompliment/ to praise O The management
compliments the staff on an excellent turn-
over this year. O I would like to compliment
the chef on an excellent meal. Synonym flat-
ter. Antonym criticise (NOTE: Do not con-
fuse with complement.)

@ complimentary /kompli'ment(o)ri/
adj 1. full of praise O He was very compli-
mentary about her dress. O The reviews of
his book are very complimentary. 2. O com-
plimentary ticket a free ticket, sent to a
friend or business associate O Resale of com-
plimentary tickets is not allowed by the club.
compliments slip /'’komplimants slip/
noun a piece of paper with the name of the
company printed on it, sent with documents,
gifts, etc., instead of a letter

@ component /kam'paunant/ adj which
forms part of a larger machine, etc. O They
supply component parts for washing ma-
chines. ® noun a small piece in a larger ma-
chine O a components manufacturer O The
assembly line stopped because they ran out
of components. Synonym part

compose /kom'poauz/ verb 1. to write
something, using your intelligence O He sat
down to compose a letter to his family. O It
took Mozart only three days to compose his
fifth piano concerto. O Who composed the
music to ‘Doctor Zhivago’? 2. O to compose
yourself to make yourself calm (formal) O
She paused for a while to compose herself
before going out on stage again.
composed /kom'pouvzd/ adj 1. o com-
posed of made up of O a group composed of
three girls and their boyfriends 2. not flus-
tered O The accused man sat in the dock
looking very calm and composed.
composer /kom'pouzo/ noun a person
who writes music. Synonym creator
composite /'kompozit/ adj made of sev-
eral different parts. Synonym compound
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® composition / kompa'zif(a)n/ noun 1.
how something is made up O Scientists are
trying to establish the composition of the
rock sample from the moon. 2. something
which has been composed, e.g. a poem or
piece of music O We will now play a
well-known composition by Dowland. 3. an
essay or piece of writing on a special subject
O We had three hours to write a composition
on ‘pollution’.

compost /'’kompost/ noun rotted leaves,
etc., used as a fertiliser O compost heap
leaves and garden waste piled up in a garden
and left to rot O Grass clippings can be piled
on top of the compost heap.

composure /kom'pau3za/ noun calmness.
Synonym equanimity

® compound adj /'’knmpaund/ made up
of several parts ®m noun /'kompauvnd/ 1. a
chemical made up of two or more elements O
Water is a compound of hydrogen and oxy-
gen. 2. buildings and land enclosed by a
fence O Guard dogs patrol the compound at
night. O Soldiers were guarding the embassy
compound. 3. a word made from two or more
separate words, e.g. ‘peace process’ W verb
/kam'pavund/ 1. to make something worse 2.
to agree with creditors to pay part of the
money owed

compound fracture /kompaund
'freekt [o/ noun a fracture where the broken
bone has gone through the skin

compound interest /kompaund
'Intrast/ noun interest calculated on the orig-
inal total plus any previous interest. Compare
simple interest

comprehend / kompri'hend/ verb to un-
derstand (formal)

comprehensible /kompri'hensab(a)l/
adj which can be understood. Synonym un-
derstandable. Antonym unintelligible

® comprehension /kompri'henfon/
noun understanding 0 beyond someone’s
comprehension quite impossible for some-
one to understand O His actions are beyond
my comprehension.

® comprehensive adj / kompri'hensiv/
which includes everything. Synonym com-
plete m noun same as comprehensive
school

comprehensive education
/. komprthensiv edju'kerf(e)n/ noun an
education system for all children without any
selection according to ability
comprehensive insurance
/ komprrthens1v 1n'[uarons/ noun an insur-
ance policy which covers you against all
risks which are likely to happen
comprehensive school /kompri-
'hensiv sku:l/ noun a state school for chil-
dren of all abilities



compress

compress noun/'kompres/ a pad of cloth,
sometimes soaked in hot or cold liquid,
placed on the skin to relieve pain or to force
pus out of an infected wound O She applied a
cold compress to the bruise. O The nurse ap-
plied a dry compress to his bleeding knee.
(NOTE: The plural is compresses.) m verb
/kom'pres/ to squeeze into a small space O
The garden centre sells peat compressed into
large bags. O I tried to compress the data
onto one page, but couldn’t do it.

® comprise /kom'praiz/ verb to be made
up of. Synonym include o to be comprised
of to be made up of O The exam is comprised
of two written papers and an oral.
compromise /'’kompromaiz/ noun an
agreement between two opposing sides,
where each side gives way a little O They
reached a compromise after some discussion.
O There is no question of a compromise with
the terrorists. m verb 1. to come to an agree-
ment by giving way a little O He asked £15
for it, I offered £7 and we compromised on
£10. O The government has refused to com-
promise with the terrorists. 2. to put someone
in a difficult position O Now that he has been
compromised, he has had to withdraw as a
candidate. 3. to do something which reveals
a secret O The security code has been
compromised.
compromising
embarrassing
compulsion /kom'palfon/ noun a force or
urge

compulsive /kom'palsiv/ adj not able to
stop yourself doing something
compulsory /kom'palsari/ adj which ev-
eryone is forced to do O a compulsory injec-
tion against cholera O It is compulsory to
wear a crash helmet on a motorcycle. Ant-
onym optional

compunction /kom'papkfon/  noun
guilty and sad feelings about something you
have done. Synonym regret

® compute /kom'pju:t/ verb to work out
an amount. Synonym calculate

® computer /kom'pjuits/ noun an elec-
tronic machine which calculates and keeps
information automatically O All the com-
pany’s records are on computer.
computer-aided design /kom pju:tor
erdid dr'zam/ noun the use of computer
software in designing things

computer game /kom'pjuite germ/
noun a game which you can play on a com-
puter, using a special program
computerise /kom'pju:toraiz/, comput-
erize verb 1. to change from a manual sys-
tem to one using computers O Our booking
system has been completely computerised. 2.
to calculate or work by a computer O We get
computerised pay cheques. 3. to equip an or-

/'kompromaiziy/  adj
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ganisation such as a business or school with
computers O The school is becoming comput-
erised, but we still have only one computer
per class. O Supermarket checkouts are fully
computerised.

computer-literacy /kom,pju:to
'Iit(a)rasi/ noun the fact of being able to use
a computer

computer-literate /kom,pjuito
'lit(o)rat/ adj able to use a computer
computing /kom'pju:tig/ noun the use of
computers

comrade /'komrerd/ noun 1. a friend or
companion, especially a soldier O We re-
member old comrades buried in foreign cem-
eteries. 2. a fellow member of a socialist or
communist party O All comrades must attend
the party meeting. 3. a form of address to a
fellow member of a socialist or communist
party O Comrades, we must fight to establish
the right to union membership.
comradeship /'’komrerd1p/ noun fellow-
ship or friendliness

® con /kon/ noun 1. a trick done to try to
get money from someone O Trying to get us
to pay him for ten hours’ work was just a
con. » conman 2. O the pros and cons the
arguments for and against something O You
have to weigh up all the pros and cons before
coming to a decision. B verb to trick some-
one to try to get money O They conned the
bank into lending them £25,000. O He
conned the old lady out of all her savings.
(NOTE: conning — conned)

concave /'konkerv/ adj (of a surface)
rounded inwards like the inside of a spoon
conceal /kon'si:l/ verb to hide something
or put it where it cannot be seen
concealed /kon'si:ld/ adj hidden or diffi-
cult to see

concede /kon'siid/ verb 1. to admit that
you are wrong O She conceded that this time
she had been mistaken. 2. O to concede de-
feat to admit that you have lost O With half
the votes counted, the presidential candidate
conceded defeat. O After sixteen moves, the
chess champion had to concede defeat.
conceit /kon'si:t/ noun a high opinion of
yourself

conceited /kon'siitid/ adj thinking too
much of yourself

conceivable /kon'si:vab(e)l/ adj which
can be imagined. Synonym imaginable
conceivably /kon'sizvabli/ adv in a con-
ceivable way

conceive /kon'sitv/ verb 1. to become
pregnant O After two years of marriage she
was beginning to think she would never con-
ceive. 2. O to be conceived (of a child) to
start existence in the womb O Our little girl
was conceived during a power cut in New



concentrate

York. 3. to think up a plan O They conceived
the idea for a self-cleaning oven. 4. to imag-
ine O [ can’t conceive of any occasion where
I would wear a dress like that. O It is difficult
to conceive how people can be so cruel.

@ concentrate /'konsontreit/ verb 1. to
be very attentive O The exam candidates
were all concentrating hard when someone
started to giggle. O to concentrate on some-
thing to pay special attention to something O
Don'’t talk — he’s trying to concentrate on his
homework. O The salesmen are supposed to
concentrate on getting orders. 2. to put ev-
erything together in one place O The enemy
guns are concentrated on top of that hill. m
noun a substance which has been concen-
trated by extracting some of the water in it O
lemon concentrate

@ concentrated /'konsontrertid/ adj 1.
from which water has been extracted, so giv-
ing a very strong taste O a bottle of concen-
trated orange juice 2. very determined to do
something O With a little concentrated effort
we should be able to do it.

® concentration /konson'trerf(o)n/
noun 1. thinking carefully about something
O A loud conversation in the next room dis-
turbed my concentration. O His concentra-
tion slipped and he lost the next two games.
2. the grouping of a lot of things in one area
O the concentration of computer companies
in the south of Scotland O The concentration
of wild animals round the water hole makes it
easy for lions to catch their prey.
concentration camp /,konson'trerf(o)n
keemp/ noun a harsh camp, often for political
prisoners

concentric /kon'sentrik/ adj used for de-
scribing circles and spheres of different sizes
with the same centre

@ concept /'konsept/ noun a philosophi-
cal idea O The concept of punctuation and
grammar is completely foreign to her. O Our
children have absolutely no concept of
tidiness.

® conception /kon'sepfon/ noun 1. the
fact of becoming pregnant O Birth takes
place about nine months after conception. 2.
an idea O She has no conception of the time it
takes to learn Russian.

conceptual /kon'sept fual/ adjreferring to
concepts

® concern /kon's3m/ noun 1. worry O
She’s a cause of great concern to her family.
2. interest O My main concern is to ensure
that we all enjoy ourselves. O The teachers
showed no concern at all for the children’s
safety. O it is not someone’s concern it’s
nothing to do with someone O [ don’t care
what they do with the money — it’s not my
concern. 3. a company or business O a big
German chemical concern m verb 1. to have
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a particular thing as a subject O the letter
concerns you the letter is about you O that
does not concern him it has nothing to do
with him O as far as something is con-
cerned used for introducing the subject of a
comment O to concern yourself with to deal
with O You needn’t concern yourself with
cleaning the shop. 2. to make someone worry
O It concerns me that he is always late for
work.

® concerned /kon's3:nd/ adj worried O
She looked concerned. O I could tell some-
thing was wrong by the concerned look on
her face. O We are concerned about her be-
haviour — do you think she is having prob-
lems at school? Synonym worried. Antonym
carefree

@ concerning /kon's3:niy/ prep dealing
with (formal) O He filled in a questionnaire
concerning holidays. O I'd like to speak to
Mr Robinson concerning his application for
insurance. O Anyone with information con-
cerning this person should get in touch with
the police.

@ concert /'konsat/ noun 1. a programme
of music played in public O I'm sorry, the
concert is sold out. O I couldn’t go to the
concert, so I gave my ticket to a friend. 2. O
in concert done or planned together with
someone else O They acted in concert to pre-
vent the takeover.

concerted /kon'sa:t1d/ adjinvolving plan-
ning or working together in a determined
way O Our success was the result of a con-
certed effort on the part of all the team. O We
must make a concerted attack on the backlog
of paperwork. Synonym concentrated
concert hall /'’konsot ho:l/ noun a large
building where concerts are given
concertina / konsa'tiind/ noun a musical
instrument you can carry, with a middle part
which you can squeeze and a set of keys at
either end O He played the concertina in
cafés in Paris. B verb to become crushed or
squeezed O Three coaches of the train
concertinaed.

concerto /kon't[eatou/ noun a piece of
music for a single instrument and orchestra,
or for a small group of instruments (NOTE:
The plural is concertos.)

concession /kon'sef(o)n/ noun 1. the act
of allowing someone do something you do
not really want them to do O We insist that
the children are home by 8 p.m. on weekdays,
but as a concession, we let them stay out until
11 on Saturdays. 2. 0 to make concessions
to someone to change your plans so as to
please someone O The Prime Minister has
said that no concessions will be made to the
terrorists. 3. a licence to do something O an
oil concession



concessionary

concessionary /kon'sef(o)nori/ noun
given as a concession O Concessionary rates
are offered to OAPs and students.
concessionary fare /kon'sef(o)nori
fea/ noun a reduced cost for travelling on
public transport for certain types of passen-
ger (such as people who work for a transport
company)

conciliation /kon,sili'erf(o)n/ noun the
bringing together of the parties in a disagree-
ment with a third party, so that the disagree-
ment can be settled through a series of talks
conciliatory /kon'siliot(o)ri/ adj which
aims to make people agree to settle a
disagreement

concise /kon'sais/ adj short, using only a

few words. Synonym brief. Antonym
verbose
concisely /kon'saisli/ adv in a concise

way
@ conclude /kon'klu:d/ verb 1. to end; to
come to an end O He concluded by thanking
all those who had helped arrange the exhibi-
tion. O The concert concluded with a piece by
Mozart. 2. to come to an opinion O The po-
lice concluded that the thief had got into the
building through the kitchen window. 3. O to
conclude an agreement with someone to ar-
range an agreement with someone
concluding /kon'klu:dip/ adj last. Syn-
onym final. Antonym opening

@ conclusion /kon'klu:3(o)n/ noun 1. the
end O At the conclusion of the trial all the ac-
cused were found guilty. 2. an opinion which
you reach after careful thought O She came to
or reached the conclusion that he had found
another girlfriend. O What conclusions can
you draw from the evidence before you?
conclusive /kon'kluzsiv/ adj which offers
firm proof. Antonym inconclusive
conclusively /kon'klu:sivli/ advin a firm
and definite way

concoct /kon'kokt/ verb 1. to make up or
invent a story O However unbelievable the
story is, it is not something which he has con-
cocted. 2. to make a dish of food O I'm al-
ways a bit dubious about the dishes she
concocts for us when she invites us to dinner.
concoction /kon'kokfon/ noun an un-
usual mixture of food or drink

concord /'’kogko:d/ noun a state of agree-
ment and peace

concordance /kon'ko:dns/ noun an al-
phabetical list of words used in a book or by
a writer

concourse /'kopkois/ noun a large en-
trance area in a railways station or airport

® concrete /'kopkriit/ adj 1. made of ce-
ment and sand O a concrete path 2. real, im-
portant O He had no concrete proposals to
offer. O The police are sure he is guilty, but
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condition

they have no concrete evidence against him.
W noun a mixture of cement and sand, used
in building O Concrete was invented by the
Romans. O The pavement is made of slabs of
concrete. m verb O to concrete something
over to cover an area with concrete O We
concreted over the patio.

concrete noun / kopkriit 'navn/ noun a
word which gives the name of a physical
thing, e.g. ‘clock’ or ‘elephant’

concubine /'kopkjubain/ noun a woman
who lives with a man as his second wife, but
who is not married to him

concur /kon'ks:/ verb to agree (NOTE:
concurring — concurred)

concurrent /kon'karant/ adj taking place
at the same time

concussed /kon'kast/ adj in a state of
concussion

concussion /kon'ka[(9)n/ noun a shock
to the brain caused by being hit on the head
condemn /kon'dem/ verb 1. to say that
you do not approve of something O She con-
demned the council for the delay. 2. to sen-
tence a criminal O She was condemned to
death. 3. to state officially that a house is not
suitable for people to live in O The whole
block of flats has been condemned and will
be pulled down.

condemnation / kondem'neif(o)n/ noun
saying that you do not approve of something
condemned /kon'demd/ adj (of a person)
officially told that he or she is going to die, as
a punishment for a crime

condensation /konden'serf(o)n/ noun
steam which becomes a film of water on a
cold surface

condense /kon'dens/ verb 1. to reduce the
size of something O The article was sent
back to the author with a note asking her to
condense it. 2. to make a liquid become
thicker O He opened a tin of condensed soup.
3. (of steam) to form drops of water O
Vapour will condense when it is cooled.
condensed milk /kon,denst 'milk/ noun
milk which has been made thicker and
sweeter

condescend /,kondi'send/ verb to speak
or to act as if you are a better person than
someone else

condescending / kondr'sendiy/ adj be-
having in a way which shows you think you
are a better person than someone else
condiment /'’kondimant/ noun substances
such as salt, pepper or mustard, used to give
taste to food. Compare cruet

® condition /kon'dif(a)n/ noun 1. a state
that something or someone is in O The car is
in very good condition considering it is over
thirty years old. O He was taken to hospital
when his condition got worse. 2. the state of



conditional

the place in which someone is living or work-
ing O Conditions in the refugee camps are
very bad. O The meterological office forecast
poor weather conditions. 3. an illness O He is
being treated for a heart condition. 4. an im-
portant part of a deal, something which has to
be agreed before something else is done O
They didn’t agree with some of the conditions
of the contract. O One of conditions of the
deal is that the company pays all travel costs.
O on condition that only if O / will come on
condition that you pay my fare.
conditional adj /kon'dif(a)n(a)l/ 1. pro-
vided that certain things take place O to give
a conditional acceptance to accept some-
thing, provided that certain things happen or
certain conditions apply 2. O conditional on
subject to certain conditions O The offer is
conditional on the board’s acceptance. ®
noun a part of a verb which shows that some-
thing might happen O ‘7 would come’ is a
conditional form of ‘to come.’
conditionally /kon'dif(e)n(o)li/ adv un-
der certain conditions

conditioner /kon'dif(a)no/ noun a liquid
which puts hair into good condition O The
hairdresser asked me if I wanted some condi-
tioner after the shampoo. O I always use a
combined shampoo and conditioner.

condo /'’kondou/ noun US same as condo-
minium (informal)

condolences /kon'doulonsiz/  plural
noun expressions of feeling sad, especially at
the death of someone O He expressed his

condolences to the company on the death of

their founder. O We sent our condolences to
his wife, whom we know very well. O Letters
of condolence are still arriving at his house.
condom /'’kondom/ noun a rubber cover-
ing put over the penis before sex as a protec-
tion against infection and also to prevent the
woman from becoming pregnant
condominium /,konda'miniom/ noun 1.
a system of rule of an area by two countries
together 2. US a building where each apart-
ment is owned by the person who lives in it O
They re building a condominium on the site
of the old hospital. 3. US an apartment in a
condominium O His cousin has just bought
an expensive condominium in Malibu.
(NOTE: [senses 2 and 3] often shortened to
condo)

condone /kan'doun/ verb to excuse or for-
give something such as a fault or crime
condor /'kondo:/ noun a large South
American bird similar to a vulture

@ conduct noun /'’kondakt/ a way of be-
having O His conduct in class is becoming
worse. O Her conduct during the trial was re-
markably calm. O He was arrested for disor-
derly conduct in the High Street. B verb
/kan'dakt/ 1. to direct someone to a place or
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to direct the way in which someone does
something O The VIPs were conducted to
their seats. O The orchestra was conducted
by a Russian conductor. 2. to allow some-
thing such as electricity or heat to pass
through a substance O Copper conducts elec-
tricity very well. 3. to carry out O They are
conducting an experiment into the effect of
TV advertising. O The chairman conducted
the negotiations very efficiently.
conducted tour /kon,daktid 'tua/ noun
something such as a walk or a journey around
a place, led by a person who tells you about
the place. Synonym guided tour

® conductor /kon'dakta/ noun 1. a metal,
or other substance through which heat or
electricity can pass O Copper is a good con-
ductor but plastic is not. 2. the person who
directs an orchestra O As the orchestra
reached the grand finale, the conductor
started to sing. O The conductor asked the
horns to play more softly. 3. US a person in
charge of a train (NOTE: The British term is
railway guard.)

conduit /'kondjurt/ noun a tube along
which water or gas or electricity wires can be
passed

® cone /koun/ noun 1. a shape which is
round at the base, rising to a point O He
rolled the newspaper to form a cone. 2. a
brightly coloured plastic cone, used to keep
drivers away from an area of road O Part of
the motorway has been marked off with
cones. O Traffic cones were placed round the
hole in the road.

cone off / koun 'nf/ verb to cut off part of
a road with cones

confectionery /kon'fekfon(o)ri/ noun
sweets and cakes

Confederacy /kon'fed(a)rosi/ noun the
group of eleven Southern states which sepa-
rated from the Union and fought the North in
the American Civil War (1861-65)
confederate /kon'fed(o)rot/ noun a per-
son who has joined with others, usually to
commit a crime O All over Europe the police
are looking for him and his confederates. m
adjreferring to the southern states which sep-
arated from the Union during the American
Civil War O The Confederate Army moved
towards Richmond.

confederation /kon,fedo'rerf(o)n/ noun
a group of states or organisations

® confer /kon'f3:/ verb 1. to discuss O The
leader of the Council conferred with the
Town Clerk. 2. to give something such as a
responsibility, legal right or honour to some-
one O the discretionary powers conferred on
the tribunal by statute. Synonym award

@ conference /'konf(o)rons/ noun 1. a
discussion O The managers had a quick con-

ference to decide what action to take. O to be



conference call

in conference to be in a meeting 2. a meeting
of a group or society O The annual confer-
ence of the Electricians’ Union. O 2000 peo-
ple attended the conference on genetic
engineering.

conference call /'’konf(o)rons ko:l/ noun
a telephone conversation involving three or
more people using special equipment so that
they can all talk to each other

confess /kon'fes/ verb 1. to admit that you
have done something wrong O He confessed
to six burglaries. O She confessed that she
had forgotten to lock the door. 2. to admit
your sins to a priest O She went to church to
confess to the priest.

confession /kon'fef(a)n/ noun 1. a state-
ment in which someone admits they have
done something wrong O The prisoner said
his confession had been forced from him by
the police. 2. 0 to make your confession to
admit your sins to a priest

confessional /kon'fef(o)n(a)l/ noun a
small private room in a church where a priest
hears confessions

confetti /kon'feti/ noun small pieces of
coloured paper thrown over the bride and
bridegroom after a wedding

confidant /'konfident/ noun a person to
whom someone tells secrets

confidante /'konfident/ noun a woman
to whom someone tells secrets

® confide /kon'fard/ verb o to confide in
someone to tell someone a secret O He has
always confided in his mother.

@ confidence /'konfid(o)ns/ noun 1. the
feeling of being sure O The staff do not have
much confidence in their manager. O I have
total confidence in the pilot. 2. the fact of be-
ing secret O in confidence as a secret O He
showed me the report in confidence. O to
take someone into your confidence to tell
someone a secret

confidence trick /'konfid(o)ns trik/
noun a trick to get money by making some-
one believe something which is not true

@ confident /'’konfid(e)nt/ adj sure that
you or something will be successful O 7 am
confident (that) the show will go off well. O
She’s confident of doing well in the exam.

® confidential / konfi'denfsl/ adj secret
or private

confidentiality /konfidenfi'aliti/ noun
being secret or private

confidentially /konfr'denfsli/ adv in a
confidential way

® configuration /kon figjo'rerf(o)n/
noun 1. the shape or design of something O
Just looking at the configuration of the wires
on a telephone exchange makes the mind
boggle. 2. the way in which the hardware and
software of a computer system are planned O
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The machine uses RAM to store system con-
figuration information.

® confine /kon'fain/ verb 1. to keep in one
small place O The tigers were confined in a
small cage with no room to move around. O
to confine someone to barracks to forced a
soldier to stay in barracks when others are
out O to confine someone to bed to forced a
sick or injured person to stay in bed O She
wanted to get up, but the doctor has confined
her to bed. 2. to limit O Make sure you con-
fine your answer to the subject in the
question.

confined /kon'fand/ adj 1. of limited
range or use 2. kept in crowded conditions,
or completely enclosed 3. giving birth, or
about to give birth, to a child (dated)
confinement /kon'fainmont/ noun 1. the
fact of being in prison O He was kept in soli-
tary confinement for seven weeks. 2. a period
when a woman gives birth to a baby (old)
confines /'konfainz/ plural noun 1. the
borders or edges of a place 2. the limits of
something such as an activity or topic of
study

@ confirm /kon'f3:m/ verb 1. to say that
something is certain O The dates of the con-
certs have been confirmed by the pop group’s
manager. O The photograph confirmed that
the result of the race was a dead heat. O We
have been told that she left the country last
month — can you confirm that? 2. 0 to con-
firm someone in a job to say that someone is
now permanently in the job O to be con-
firmed in office to be told by a new manage-
ment that you can still have your job
confirmation / konfo'meif(o)n/ noun 1.
the act of making sure O We are awaiting of-
ficial confirmation of the figures. 2. a docu-
ment which confirms something O We have
had confirmation from the bank that the pay-
ment has been made. 3. a ceremony where a
person is made a full Christian by a bishop O
When is your nephew’s confirmation?
confirmed /kon'f3:md/ adj permanently in
a certain state, and not wanting to change O
he’s a confirmed bachelor he will never
marry

confiscate /'konfiskert/ verb to take
away someone’s possessions as a punishment
confiscation / konfis'keif(a)n/ noun the
act of confiscating something. Synonym
seizure

conflagration /konflo'gretf(o)n/ noun
an extremely large fire

@ conflict noun /'konflikt/ fighting O The
army is engaged in armed conflict with rebel
forces. O to come into conflict with some-
one to start to fight someone O The decision
brought the union into conflict with the man-
agement. m verb /kon'flikt/ o to conflict
with to start fighting with someone or to dis-



conflict of interest

agree with someone or something O The de-
fendant’s version of events conflicts with that
of the witness. O they gave conflicting ad-
vice different people gave pieces of advice
which are the opposite of each other
conflict of interest /konflikt ov
'Intrast/, conflict of interests / konflikt
9v 'Intrasts/ noun a situation where a person
may profit personally from decisions which
he takes in his job

® conform /kon'form/ verb to act in the
same way as other people O refused to con-
form to the regulations refused to do what
the regulations say O The machine conforms
to EU regulations.

conformist /kon'formist/ noun a person
who acts in the same way as other people
conformity /kon'formiti/ noun 1. the ac-
tion of conforming O [t is their passive con-
formity that is so depressing. 2. O in
conformity with agreeing with O He has
acted in conformity with the regulations.
confound /kon'faund/ verb to make
someone feel surprised or confused
confront /ken'frant/ verb 1. to threaten
someone by approaching them O Don’t con-
front a burglar on your own — he may be
armed. 2. to be willing to deal with a difficult
situation O We need to confiront these issues
before they get out of control. O to confront
someone with the evidence to show the evi-
dence to someone O When the police con-
fronted him with the photographs he
confessed.

confrontation /konfran'terf(a)n/ noun
an angry meeting between opposing sides
confrontational /konfran'terf(o)n(o)l/
adj always attacking someone

confuse /kon'fju:z/ verb 1. to make some-
one feel that they cannot understand or con-
trol something O She was confused by all the
Jjournalists’ questions. 2. to mix up O The
twins are so alike I am always confusing
them. O I always confuse him with his
brother — they are very alike.

® confused /kon'fjuizd/ adjunable to un-
derstand or to think clearly O 7'm a bit con-
fused — did we say 8.00 p.m. or 8.30? O
Grandmother used to get rather confused in
her old age.

confusedly /kon'fju:zidli/ adv in a con-
fused way

® confusing /kon'fju:ziy/ adj difficult to
understand O She found the instructions on
the computer very confusing. Synonym
unclear

® confusion /kon'fju:3(a)n/ noun a situa-
tion in which things are not organised in the
correct way or are not clear O There were
scenes of confusion at the airport when the
snowstorm stopped all flights.
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coniferous

congeal /kon'dzi:l/ verb (of liquid) to be-
come solid (NOTE: When referring to blood,
the usual word to use is clot.)

congenial /kon'dzimiol/ adj pleasant or
friendly. Synonym agreeable

congenital /kon'dzenitl/ adj (of an iliness
or other medical problem) which exists at or
before birth

congested /kon'dzestid/ adj 1. blocked
or crowded O Following the accident, all the
roads round the station soon became con-
gested. O Something has to be done about
London’s congested road system. 2. with
blood or liquid inside O With bronchitis and
a congested nose, he has difficulty in breath-
ing at night.

congestion /kon'dzest fon/ noun 1. a sit-
uation where a place is filled with people or
traffic 2. a condition in which a part of your
body such as your nose is blocked with mu-
cus O This spray should clear bronchial and
nasal congestion. 3. a condition in which a
part of your body has too much blood col-
lected in it O Congestion of the liver may be
due to heart failure.

conglomerate /kon'glomorat/ noun a
group of companies, each making very dif-
ferent types of products

conglomeration /kon,gloma'rerf(o)n/
noun a mass of things collected together
congratulate /kon'grat[ulert/ verb to
give good wishes on a special occasion or for
having done something O He congratulated
them on their silver wedding anniversary. O 1
want to congratulate you on your promotion.
® congratulations /kan,graet [u-
'le1f(a)nz/ plural noun good wishes to some-
one who has done well O Congratulations —
you re our millionth customer! O Congratu-
lations on passing your exam! O The office
sent him their congratulations on his
wedding.

congregate /'kongrigert/ verb to gather
together. Synonym assemble

® congregation / kongri‘geif(o)n/ noun
the people who meet together in a church
congress /'kongres/ noun a meeting of a
group

® Congress /'kongres/ noun the legisla-
tive body of the USA, formed of the House
of Representatives and the Senate

® congressional /kon'gref(o)n(a)l/ adj
referring to the US Congress

conical /'’konik(o)l/ adj shaped like a cone
conifer /'’konifo/ noun a tree with long thin
leaves called needles which stay green all
year, and which produces fruit in the form of
cones

coniferous /ko'nif(o)ros/ adj referring to
conifers



conjectural

conjectural /kon'dzektforal/ adj which
has been guessed at

conjecture /kon'dzektfo/ noun the pro-
cess of guessing something when you do not
have all the information you need O It was
pure conjecture on my part. B verb to guess
O They conjectured correctly that he would
run out of money at some point.

conjugal /'’kondzug(e)l/ adj referring to
marriage

conjugate /'’kondzugot/ verb 1. to state
the forms of a verb 2. (of verbs) to have dif-
ferent grammatical forms

conjunction /kon'd3zapkfon/ noun 1. a
word which connects different sections of a
sentence O ‘And’ and ‘but’ are conjunctions.
2. O in conjunction with together with
something or someone O The icy road in con-
Junction with fog made driving conditions
very difficult.

conjunctivitis /kon,d3zapkti'vartis/ noun
a medical condition which affects the eyes
conjure /'kandze/ verb 1. to do magic
tricks with objects such as cards O Here is a
picture of a magician conjuring a rabbit out
of a hat. 2. to create something as if by magic
O to conjure up an image to bring an image
into someone’s mind O His writing about the
south of France conjures up scents of laven-
der and olive oil. 0 a name to conjure with
an important name O He’s a name to conjure
with in the advertising industry.

conjurer /'kond3ora/, conjuror noun a
person who does magic tricks with objects
such as cards

conk out/ kopk 'avt/ verb to stop working
conman /'’konman/ noun a person who
tricks people in order to get money, by mak-
ing them believe something (informal)
(NOTE: The plural is conmen.)

@ connect /ka'nekt/ verb 1. to join O The
computer should have been connected to the
printer. O Has the telephone been connected
yet? O Connect the two red wires together. 2.
to link up with o the flight from New York
connects with a flight to Athens the plane
from New York arrives in time for passen-
gers to catch the plane to Athens O this train
connects with the 12.45 this train allows
passengers to catch the 12.45

connected /ko'nektid/ adj joined o con-
nected to the Williams family related to the
Williams family

@ connection /ko'nekfon/ noun 1. a rela-
tionship between things O There is a definite
connection between smoking and lung can-
cer. O He said that there was no connection
between how much he had had to drink and
his falling over in the street. O in connection
with your visit referring to your visit 2.
something such as a train or plane which you
catch after getting off another train or plane
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O My train was late and I missed my connec-
tion to Birmingham. 3. a wire which connects
pieces of equipment O There is a loose con-
nection somewhere.

connective tissue /konektrv 'tifu:/
noun the parts inside your body which sup-
port and connect things such as your bones or
organs

connector /ko'nekto/ noun something
which connects things, especially two pieces
of equipment, or parts of a single object or
structure

connivance /ka'narvens/ noun the act of
conniving at something

connive /ka'narv/ verb O to connive at
something to allow something to take place,
especially something that is illegal or
immoral

connoisseur / kona's3:/ noun an expert,
a person who knows a lot about something
connotation / kono'te1f(a)n/ noun an ad-
ditional meaning

conquer /'kopka/ verb to defeat by force
conqueror /'’kopkara/ noun a person who
takes control of a country by force

® conquest /'kopkwest/ noun 1. the act
of taking control of a country or people by
force O the Norman Conquest in 1066 2. a
country or person that has been conquered

® conscience /'konfans/ noun a feeling
that you have done right or wrong
conscientious / konfi'enfas/ adj work-
ing carefully and well O She’s very conscien-
tious about getting the invoices right.
conscientious objector /konfienfos
ab'dzekta/ noun a person who refuses to
join the armed forces because he feels war is
wrong

® conscious /'konas/ adjawake and able
to know what is happening around you O She
had a local anaesthetic and was conscious
during the operation. O a conscious decision
a decision which you have thought carefully
about O Refusing the offer was a conscious
decision on his part. O He made a conscious
decision to try to avoid her in future.
consciously /'konfasli/ adv in a con-
scious way

® consciousness /'kon[asnas/ noun the
fact of being conscious O to lose conscious-
ness to become unconscious O to regain
consciousness to become conscious again O
He never regained consciousness after the
accident.

conscript noun /'konskript/ a person who
is made to join the armed services O The con-
scripts had hardly any time to train before
being sent to the front. m verb /kon'skript/
to order someone to join the armed services
O All men under 35 were conscripted into the
armed forces. Synonym call up
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conscription /kon'skrip[on/ noun a legal
obligation to join the armed services (NOTE:
The US term is draft.)

consecrate /'konsikrert/ verb 1. to per-
form a religious ceremony to make some-
thing such as a building or someone such as a
king or priest is holy O The bishop was con-
secrated in the cathedral. 2. O to consecrate
your life to something to spend your life do-
ing something which helps other people O
She consecrated her life to helping the
homeless.

consecration / konsi'kreif(a)n/ noun 1.
an occasion when something or someone is
consecrated O The consecration of the new
cathedral. 2. the practice of consecrating
your life to someone or something O The
consecration of her life to helping the poor.
consecutive /kon'sekjutiv/ adj one after
the other

consecutively /ka'sekjutivli/ adv one af-
ter the other, in the right order

consensual /kon'sensjual/ adj with the
agreement of all the people involved

® consensus /kon'sensas/ noun an opin-
ion which most people agree on

® consent /kon'sent/ noun agreement O
Doctors must obtain a patient’s consent be-
fore operating. O to withhold your consent
to refuse to agree to something O Her parents
withheld their consent to the marriage. ®
verb O to consent to something to agree to
something O The judge consented to the
prosecution’s request.

@ consequence /'konsikwans/ noun 1.
something which happens because of some-
thing else O We walked all day in the rain,
with the consequence that all of us got colds.
Synonym result 2. importance O of no con-
sequence not important

consequent /'konsikwant/ adj which fol-
lows as a result of something 0 consequent
on as a result of O The declaration of war
was  consequent on  the  country’s
non-compliance with the UN resolutions.
consequential / konst'’kwen[al/ adj as a
result of

® consequently /'’konsikwantli/ adv be-
cause of this O We walked all day in the rain
and consequently all caught colds.

® conservation /konso'verf(a)n/ noun
1. the careful use of things such as energy or
natural resources O The company is spending
more money on energy conservation. 2. the
process of looking after old things such as
buildings or items in a museum

® conservationist /konso'verf(o)nist/
noun a person who encourages the preserva-
tion of the countryside and the careful man-
agement of natural resources
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conservatism /kon's3s:vatiz(e)m/ noun
1. the fact that someone is conservative O
The basic conservatism of British farmers. 2.
the ideas and beliefs of the Conservative po-
litical party O Conservatism had a great ef-

fect on British society during the 1980s.

® conservative /kon'sa:votiv/ adj 1. not
wanting to change O He has very conserva-
tive views. 2. less than the actual amount or
number of something, when making a guess
O a conservative estimate of sales O At least
two hundred people came to the flower show,
and that is a conservative estimate. B noun a
person who is opposed to social or political
change. Synonym traditionalist. Antonym
progressive

Conservative /kon's3ivativ/ noun a
member of the Conservative Party
Conservative Party /kon'sa:votiv
'pa:ti/ noun a UK right-wing political party
conservatoire /kon'ssivotwa:/ noun a
school or college where music is the only
subject of study

conservatory /kon's3:vat(o)ri/ noun 1. a
room with large windows, where you keep
tropical flowers and plants O With its glass
roof and windows, our conservatory becomes
very hot in the summer. 2. US same as
conservatoire

conserve verb /kon's3:v/ 1. to keep, not to
waste O A government programme to con-
serve energy. 2. to look after and keep in the
same state O Qur committee aims to conserve
the wildlife in our area. m noun /'’kpns3:v/
pieces of fruit in a thick sweet liquid O peach
conserve

@ consider /kon'sido/ verb 1. to think
carefully about something O Please consider
seriously the offer which we are making. O
We have to consider the position of the chil-
dren after the divorce. 2. to think O Do you
consider him the right man for the job? O She
is considered (to be) one of the best lawyers
in town. 3. O all things considered on the
whole O All things considered, the flower
show went off quite well.

@ considerable /kon'sid(o)rob(o)l/ adj
fairly large O He lost a considerable amount
of money at the horse race. Synonym sub-
stantial. Antonym insignificant

@ considerably /kon'sid(o)rabli/ advto a
fairly large extent. Synonym significantly
considerate /kon'sid(o)rat/ adj full of
feeling or understanding towards someone.
Antonym inconsiderate

® consideration /kon,sida'rerf(a)n/
noun 1. careful thought O We are giving seri-
ous consideration to the possibility of moving
the head office to Scotland. o to take some-
thing into consideration to think about
something when making a decision O The
age of the children has to be taken into con-
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sideration. O under consideration being
thought about O The matter is under consid-
eration. 2. a thing which has an effect on a
decision O The safety of the children out-
weighs all other considerations. 3. a small
amount of money O for a small consider-
ation for a small payment

considered /kon'sidod/ adj which has
been thought through carefully

® considering /kon'sid(o)r1y/ conj, prep
when you think (of) O He plays the violin ex-
tremely well, considering he’s only five. O He
ought to be more grateful, considering the
amount of help you have given him.
consign /kon'sain/ verb to hand some-
thing over to someone O to consign goods to
someone to send goods to someone for him
to use or to sell or store for you
consignment /kon'sainmont/ noun 1. the
sending of goods to someone who will sell
them for you O The consignment of books to
our French distributor was easily organised.
2. a quantity of goods sent for sale O 4 con-
signment of goods has arrived. O We are ex-
pecting a consignment of cars from Japan.

® consist /kon'sist/ verb O to consist of to
be formed of O The package tour consists of
air travel, six nights in a luxury hotel, all
meals and visits to places of interest.

® consistency /kon'sistonsi/ noun 1. the
fact of being the same throughout O 7 wish
there was more consistency in his reports. 2.
the degree to which a substance is, e.g., thick
or smooth, O The consistency of the sauce
should be that of thick syrup. O In order to
obtain the desired consistency, it may be nec-
essary to add a little water.

® consistent /kon'sistont/ adj 1. 0 con-
sistent with something which agrees with
something O The measures taken must be
consistent with government policy. 2. always
at the same level O Some of his work is very
good, but he’s not consistent.

consistently /kon'sistontli/ adv always
consolation / konsa'lerf(a)n/ noun some-
thing which makes you feel less sad or an-
noyed, e.g. after a loss or a failure. Synonym
comfort

consolation prize /konsd'lerf(o)n
praiz/ noun a prize for making an effort in a
competition, even though you did not win
console noun /'konsoul/ 1. a flat table
with the keyboard of something such as a
musical instrument or machine O The sound
engineer at the console controls the sound
coming from the stage. 2. a small with a tele-
vision set inside O We have a console which
contains both the TV and video. m verb /kan-
'soul/ to help someone to feel less sad or an-
noyed O The priest wanted to console her for
the loss of her father. O I tried to console her
but she cried herself to sleep. Synonym com-
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fort o to console yourself to do something to
make yourself feel less sad or annoyed O Af-
ter hearing he had failed some of his exams,
he consoled himself with the thought that his
brother had done even worse than he had.
consolidate /kon'splidert/ verb 1. to
make firm or sure O Having entered the mar-
ket, the company spent a year consolidating
its position. O The team consolidated their
lead with a second goal. 2. to join together to
make one single unit O The two businesses
consolidated to form one group.
consolidation /kon,soli'derf(o)n/ noun
1. the process of making something firm O
After a period of consolidation, the company
is now ready to expand overseas. 2. the act of
joining several companies together to make
one single unit O The consolidation of the
businesses went smoothly.
consonant /'konsonant/ noun a letter rep-
resenting a sound which can only form a
word when combined with a vowel
COMMENT: The five vowels are ‘a’, ‘e’, 7, ‘0’
and ‘u’. All the other letters of the alphabet
are consonants.
consort noun /'konso:t/ the husband or
wife of a ruling queen or king O A Prince
Consort has a difficult role since he has no
real power. O The emperor and his consort
waved to the crowd. ® verb /kon'sa:t/ to go
around with (formal) O to consort with
criminals
consortium /kon'so:tiom/ noun a group
of companies which work together (NOTE:
The plural is consortia.)
conspicuous /kon'spikjuas/ adj very ob-
vious O they were conspicuous by their ab-
sence it was very obvious that they were not
there
conspicuously /kon'spikjuesli/  adv
very obviously. Synonym noticeably. Ant-
onym inconspicuously
® conspiracy /kon'spirasi/ noun a secret
plan, especially to do something illegal or
bad. Synonym plot
conspirator /kon'spirata/ noun a person
who is part of a conspiracy
conspiratorial /kon,spiro'torriol/ adj like
someone who has a secret plan
conspire /kon'spard/ verb to make secret
plans or to take part in a conspiracy
constable /'kanstob(a)l/ noun a police of-
ficer of the lowest rank (NOTE: The US term
is police officer.)
constabulary /kon'stabjulori/ noun the
police force of a district
@ constant /'konstont/ adj 1. not chang-
ing or stopping O The constant noise of music
from the bar next door drives me mad. 2.
loyal to someone and always with them O
His dog was his constant companion. 3. with
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a value which does not change O The calcu-
lations are in constant dollars. ® noun a
number or thing which does not change O
The speed of light is a constant. O Death and
taxes are the only constants in life.

@ constantly /'konstontli/ adv all the
time. Synonym continually

constellation /konsta'lerf(e)n/ noun a
group of stars in the sky, often forming a
pattern

consternation / konsto'nerf(o)n/ noun a
shock or surprise. Synonym dismay
constipated /'konstipertid/ adj unable to
pass solid waste out of your body easily
constipation / konsti'peif(a)n/ noun the
condition of being constipated

® constituency /kon'stitjuonsi/ noun an
area of the country which elects a Member of
Parliament (NOTE: The plural is constituen-
cies.)

constituent /kon'stitjuont/ adj (of a part)
which goes to make up a whole O The con-
stituent parts of that sentence are subject,
verb, and object. O What are the constituent
parts of an omelette? m noun 1. a part which
goes to make up a whole O Before starting
the experiment, make sure that all the chemi-
cal constituents are ready. 2. a person who
may vote in a constituency O 4 good MP
tries to represent the views of his constitu-
ents. O She has had a mass of letters from her
constituents about airport noise.

® constitute /'konstitju:t/ verb to be or
form a particular thing O Selling the photo-
graphs to a newspaper constitutes a serious
breach of security. O Women now constitute
the majority of the committee.

@ constitution /konstr'tju:f(e)n/ noun
1. the ability of a person to stay healthy O
She has a very strong constitution. O to have
the constitution of an elephant or an ox to
be extremely healthy, to have a very strong
constitution (informal) O Aunt Maud has the
constitution of an elephant. 2. the laws and
principles under which a country is ruled,
which give the people rights and duties, and
which give the government powers and du-
ties O Unlike most states, Britain does not
have a written constitution. O Freedom of
speech is guaranteed by the American Con-
stitution. 3. the written rules of something
such as a society or club O Under the soci-
ety’s constitution, the chairman is elected for
two years.

® constitutional /konstr'tju:f(o)n(e)l/
adj 1. according to a country’s constitution O
Unilateral action by the Minister of Defence
is not constitutional. 2. according to a soci-
ety’s constitution O The reelection of the
chairman is not constitutional. ® noun a
short walk which you think is good for your
health © After a big lunch I went for a consti-
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tutional. O He always takes his early
morning constitutional in the park.
constitutionally /konstr'tju:f(o)n(o)li/
adv according to a constitution
constitutional monarchy
/ konstitjur[(e)n(a)l 'monaki/ noun a sys-
tem of government where a king or queen is
the head of state, but the country is ruled by
an elected government

® constrain /kon'strem/ verb 1. to stop
someone doing something which they want
to do O His movements were constrained by
his tight suit. O Entrepreneurs feel con-
strained by the mass of bureaucracy and red
tape. 2. to force someone to do something O
Her lack of cash constrained her to sell her
house. O He felt constrained to attend every
single meeting.

® constraint /kon'stremt/ noun some-
thing which limits your ability to act. Syn-
onym restriction

constrict /kon'strikt/ verb to make some-
thing tighter, smaller

constriction /kon'strik fon/ noun the ac-
tion of constricting

® construct /kon'strakt/ verb to build
something O We have tendered for the con-
tract to construct the new airport. O The
wings are constructed of aluminium.

@ construction /kon'strakfon/ noun 1.
the act of building O The construction of the
new stadium took three years. 0O under con-
struction being built O The airport is under
construction. 2. a thing which has been built
O The new stadium is a magnificent con-
struction. O Planning regulations ban any
construction more than 20m high in the old
part of the town. 3. the meaning which you
think something has, especially when other
people think it has a different meaning O to
put a different construction on the report
construction site /kon'strakfon sart/
noun same as building site

constructive /kon'straktiv/ adj which
aims to help or improve. Synonym useful.
Antonym unhelpful

constructively /kon'straktivli/ adv in a
constructive way

construe /kon'stru:/ verb to understand
the meaning of words or of a document in a
particular way. Synonym interpret

consul /'konsal/ noun a person who repre-
sents a country in a foreign city, and helps his
country’s citizens and business interests there
consular /'konsjulo/ adj referring to a
consul

consulate /'konsjulat/ noun the house or
office of a consul

® consult /kon'salt/ verb 1. to ask some-
one for advice O He consulted his accountant
about his tax. 2. to look at something to get
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information O After consulting the map they
decided to go north. O He consulted his
watch and said that they had enough time to
catch the train.

consultancy /kon'saltonsi/ noun 1. the
act of giving advice on a subject that you
have a lot of knowledge about O He offers a
consultancy service. O She runs a consul-
tancy firm, offering advice on planning. O
Since he’s been made redundant, he’s been
doing consultancy work. 2. the post of con-
sultant in a hospital O She was appointed to a
consultancy with a London hospital.

® consultant /kon'saltont/ noun 1. a se-
nior hospital doctor who is an expert in a par-
ticular medical condition or illness © We'll
make an appointment for you to see a consul-
tant. 2. an expert who gives advice O His tax
consultant advised him to sell the shares.

® consultation /konsal'terf(a)n/ noun
1. the act of consulting someone O After con-
sultations with the police, the government
has decided to ban the protest march. O A
30-minute consultation with my lawyer cost
me more than I earn in a week! 2. an act of
visiting a doctor for advice O She had a con-
sultation with an eye surgeon.
consultative /kon'saltotiv/ adj asked to
give advice

consulting room /kon'saltig ruzm/ noun
a room where a doctor sees his patients
consume /kon'sjuim/ verb 1. to eat or
drink O The guests consumed over 100 ham-
burgers. 2. to use up O The world’s natural
resources are being consumed at an alarm-

ing rate. O The new car consumes about half

the amount of petrol of an ordinary car.

@ consumer /kon'sjurmo/ noun a person
or company that buys goods or services O
Gas consumers are protesting at the increase
in prices. O Consumers are buying more
from supermarkets and less from small
shops. Synonym buyer

consumer durables /kon,sjuimo
'djuarab(a)lz/ plural noun goods bought by
the public which will be used for a long time,
e.g. washing machines or cars

consumer goods /konsjuimo 'gudz/
plural noun goods bought by members of the
public

consuming /kon'sjuimiy/ adj which
takes up all your time and energy
consummate adj /kon'samoat/ perfect,
extremely skilled at something O She’s a
consummate professional. O He was a con-
summate  Japanese  scholar. W  verb
/'’kpnsomert/ to complete something O to
consummate a marriage to have sex after
marriage O The church would not grant an
annulment because the marriage had been
consummated.
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consummation / konsa'meif(a)n/ noun
an act or occasion of consummating
something

® consumption /kon'samp[on/ noun 1.
the act of eating or drinking something O The
meat was condemned as unfit for human con-
sumption. O The consumption of alcohol on
the premises is not allowed. 2. the quantity of
something that someone eats or drinks O Un-
less you reduce your consumption of fatty
foods, you risk having a heart attack.

@ contact /'kontakt/ noun 1. a touch O
Avoid any contact between the acid and the
skin. O Anyone who has been in physical con-
tact with the patient must consult their doctor
immediately. 2. the act of communicating
with someone O We don’t have much contact
with our old friends in Australia. O to get in
contact with someone to communicate with
someone you have not spoken to or written to
previously O was put in contact with a good
lawyer was told the name and address of a
good lawyer O have lost contact with some-
one do not communicate with the person any
longer 3. a person whom you know O He has
a lot of contacts in the newspaper world. O
Who is your contact in the ministry? ® verb
to get into communication with someone O
He tried to contact his office by phone. O Can
you contact the ticket office immediately?
contact lens /'kontekt lenz/ noun a
small piece of glass or plastic which you
wear in the eye to help you see more clearly
contagion /kon'terdzon/ noun the spread-
ing of a disease by touching an infected per-
son or things which an infected person has
touched

contagious /kon'terdzos/ adj 1. (of a dis-
ease) which can be spread to other people by
touching an infected person or objects which
an infected person has touched O Did you
have any contagious diseases when you were
a child? © Your child is no longer contagious
and can go back to school. Compare infec-
tious 2. which can be passed on to someone
else O He's a great music teacher and his en-
thusiasm for music is very contagious.

@ contain /kon'temn/ verb 1. to hold, to
have inside O the bottle contains acid O The
envelope contained a cheque for £1000. O A
barrel contains 250 litres. O I have lost a
briefcase containing important documents. 2.
to limit or prevent something O The army
tried to contain the advance of the enemy
forces. O The party is attempting to contain
the revolt among its members.

® container /kon'temna/ noun 1. an object
such as a box or bottle which holds some-
thing else O We need a container for all this
rubbish. O The gas is shipped in strong metal
containers. 2. a special very large case for
easy loading onto a large vehicle or ship O
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The crane was loading the containers onto
the ship. O We had our furniture shipped out
to Singapore in a container.

containment /kon'ternmont/ noun the
process or act of keeping something under
control

contaminate /kon'tzminert/ verb to
make something dirty by touching it or by
adding something to it. Synonym pollute.
Antonym purify

contamination /kon,teemi'nerf(a)n/
noun the act of contaminating something.
Synonym pollution

® contemplate /'’kontompleit/ verb 1. to
look at something O He stood for several
minutes contemplating the painting. 2. O to
contemplate doing something to plan to do
something O He’s contemplating retiring
from his job and buying a shop.
contemplation / kontom'plerf(a)n/ noun
deep thought

contemplative /kon'templotiv/  adj
spending time thinking carefully about some-
thing, especially in connection with a reli-
gious belief

contemporaneous /kon,tempa'reinias/
adj happening at the same date or period

@ contemporary /kon'temp(o)rori/ adj
1. O contemporary with someone or some-
thing existing at the same time as someone
or something O Most of the people [ was con-
temporary with at college have already got
Jjobs. 2. modern, present-day O contemporary
art ® noun a person who lives at the same
time as someone O Shakespeare and his con-
temporaries O He is one of my contemporar-
ies from school.

contempt /kon'tempt/ noun the feeling of
not respecting someone. Synonym disdain.
Antonym admiration o to hold someone in
contempt not to respect someone O They
hold all foreigners in contempt and won'’t
have anything to do with them.
contemptible /kon'temptob(e)l/  adj
which deserves your contempt. Synonym
despicable

contempt of court /kon,tempt ov 'ko:t/
noun showing lack of respect to a court, e.g.
by bad behaviour in court or by refusing to
carry out a court order

contemptuous /kon'temptjues/  adj
showing that you do not respect someone or
that you do not believe they are important O
contemptuous of something or someone
showing a lack of respect for something or
someone O He was contemptuous of our at-
tempts to sail the boat.

® contend /kon'tend/ verb 1. o to con-
tend with to be forced to deal with some-
thing unpleasant O We had to contend with
rainstorms, floods, and mosquitoes, so the
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holiday was not a great success. O Drugs are
yet another problem that schools have to
contend with. 2. to state that something is
true O The witness contended that the injury
to the head was consistent with being hit with
a blunt instrument.

contender /kon'tenda/ noun a person who
wants to win a competition

@ content' /kon'tent/ adj o content to
happy to O She was content to sit in the sun
and wait. O content with satisfied with O If’
you are not content with the way the car
runs, bring it back and we will look at it
again. ® noun a feeling of satisfaction O to
your heart’s content as much as you want O
You can play billiards to your heart’s con-
tent. O Living by the sea, they can go sailing
to their heart’s content.

content? /'kontent/ noun the amount of
something which is contained in a substance
O Dried fruit has a higher sugar content than
fresh fruit. 0 the mineral content of water
the percentages of different minerals con-
tained in a particular amount of water
contented /kon'tentid/ adj satisfied,
happy. Synonym happy. Antonym unhappy
contentedly /kon'tentidli/ adv in a con-
tented way

® contention /kon'tenfon/ noun 1. an ar-
gument O bone of contention the cause of an
argument O The fence between the houses
has always been a bone of contention. 2. a
statement of what you believe O It is his con-
tention that they are trying to ruin our
business.

contentious /kon'tenfos/ adj which is the
cause of a disagreement

contentment /kon'tentmont/ noun a
feeling of being satisfied, happy. Synonym
serenity

@ contents /'kontents/ plural noun things
which are inside something, which are in a
container

contest noun /'kontest/ a fight or a com-
petition O Only two people entered the con-
test for the party leadership. ®m verb
/kan'test/ 1. to fight an election O There are
four candidates contesting the seat. 2. to say
that you disagree with what is written in a
will, or argue that a will is not legal O When
she died and left all her money to a cats’
home, her family contested the will.
contestant /kon'testont/ noun a person
who enters a contest. Synonym competitor
® context /'kontekst/ noun the other
words which surround a particular word in a
piece of writing and which help to show its
meaning O Even if you don’t know what a
word means, you can sometimes guess its
meaning from the context. O taken out of
context showing only part of what someone
said or wrote, so that the meaning is changed



contiguous

O My words have been taken out of context —
if you read the whole speech you will see that
1 meant something quite different.
contiguous /kon'tigjuas/ adj touching,
next to something (formal)

continent /'kontmont/ noun 1. one of the
major land areas in the world, which usually
contain several countries, e.g. Africa, Asia,
Australia, Europe) 2. o0 the Continent (in
Britain) the rest of Europe, as opposed to
Britain itself which is an island m adj able to
control the passing of liquid or solid waste
from the body O The old lady is barely conti-
nent. Antonym incontinent

Continent /'kontmont/ noun the mainland
of Europe, as compared with the British Isles
O They go to the Continent on holiday each
year, sometimes to France, sometimes to
Switzerland. 0 on the Continent in mainland
Europe

continental / konti'nent(o)l/ adj 1. refer-
ring to a continent 2. referring to Europe ex-
cluding the British Isles O We've decided to
take a continental holiday this year.
Continental / konti'nent(a)l/ noun a Eu-
ropean O The Continentals seem to play a
different type of football from us.
continental breakfast /kontment(a)l
'brekfast/ noun a light breakfast of rolls,
croissants, and coffee. Compare English
breakfast

continental climate /kontinent(a)l
'klarmat/ noun the type of weather that is
typical of the continent of Europe: hot dry
summers and very cold winters
continental shelf /kontment(o)l 'felf/
noun the area round the edges of a continent
where the land slopes gradually into the sea,
before the water suddenly becomes much
deeper

contingency /kon'tind3zensi/ noun a pos-
sible state of emergency when decisions will
have to be taken quickly (NOTE: The plural is
contingencies.)

contingent /kon'tindzont/ adj o contin-
gent on or upon something which depends
on something O The launch of the space shut-
tle is contingent upon the weather. ® noun a
group of people such as soldiers O The army
was formed of contingents of freedom fight-
ers from various countries. O A large contin-
gent of farmers marched to the Parliament
building.

@ continual /kon'tinjusl/ adj which goes
on all the time

continually /kon'tinjusli/ adv very often,
almost all the time

® continuation /kon,tinju'erf(e)n/ noun
1. the process of going on without stopping O
How can we ensure the continuation of the
peace talks? 2. something which has been
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continued O Broad Street is in fact a continu-
ation of the High Street.

® continue /kon'tinju:/ verb to go on do-
ing something or happening O He continued
working, even though the house was on fire.
O The engine continued to send out clouds of
black smoke. O The meeting started at 10
a.m. and continued until 6 p.m. O The show
continued with some children’s dances.
continued /kon'tinju:d/ adj 1. without in-
terruption or change from the beginning up to
the present time 2. begun again after a break
or interruption
continuing
continues
continuing education /kon,tmjurp
edju'kerf(a)n/ noun education of adults af-
ter further or higher education

® continuity /kontr'njuiti/ noun the
way in which the scenes in a film or televi-
sion programme continue without a break.
Antonym interruption

® continuous /kon'tinjuas/ adj with no
break O She has been in continuous pain for
three days. O A continuous white line means
that you are not allowed to overtake.
continuously /kon'tijussli/ adv without
a break

continuous tense /kon'tinjuos tens/
noun the form of a verb showing that some-
thing is going on and has not stopped
continuum /kon'tinjuom/ noun a thing
which continues and develops gradually,
with no clear divisions between its parts
contort /kon'to:t/ verb to twist something
into a position that is not natural

contorted /kon'to:tid/ adj extremely or vi-
olently twisted out of shape

contour /'kontua/, contour line /'kontua
lain/ noun a line on a map to show ground of
the same height above sea level. Synonym
outline

contraband /'kontrobznd/ noun, adj
(goods) on which customs duty has not been
paid (NOTE: no plural)

contraception /kontra'sepfon/ noun a
way of preventing a woman from becoming
pregnant by using a device such as a condom
or a particular type of drug

contraceptive / kontra'septiv/ adj which
prevents a woman from becoming pregant O
a contraceptive device such as an IUD O The
contraceptive pill is available from doctors
and clinics. ® noun a drug or condom which
prevents pregnancy O The chemist sells vari-
ous types of contraceptives. O an oral contra-
ceptive such as the pill

® contract noun/'kontrakt/ a legal agree-
ment O [ don’t agree with some of the condi-
tions of the contract. O under contract
bound by the conditions of a contract O The

/kon'tinjuiy/ adj which
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company is under contract to a French su-
permarket. m verb /kon'traekt/ 1. to make an
official agreement to do some work O fo con-
tract to supply spare parts or to contract for
the supply of spare parts 2. to sign an agree-
ment with a contractor O The corporation
has contracted the refuse collection service
to a private company. 3. to become smaller O
Metal contracts when it gets cold, and ex-
pands when it is hot.

® contraction /kon'traek[on/ noun 1. an
act of becoming shorter or smaller O Light
will provoke the contraction of the pupil of
the eye. O Cold will cause the contraction of
metal rails. 2. the movement of the muscles
of the womb, when a baby is being born O
The first strong contractions will come about
every twenty minutes. O She had two contrac-
tions in the car on the way to the maternity
hospital.

contractor /kon'trakta/ noun a person
who does work according to a signed
agreement

contractual /kon'trekt[usl/ adj accord-
ing to a contract

contradict / kontro'dikt/ verb 1. to say
that what someone else says is not true 2. to
be different from what has been said before
contradiction /kontra'dikfon/ noun
stating or being the opposite O a contradic-
tion in terms a phrase which is formed of
two parts which contradict each other, and so
have no meaning O 4 truthful politician is a
contradiction in terms.
contradictory /kontro'dikt(o)ri/
which states or is the opposite
contraflow /'kontraflov/ noun a system
where traffic on one lane of a motorway is
made to go down one of the opposite lanes in
the wrong direction, used when the road is
being repaired

contralto /kon'tra:ltov/ noun 1. a
low-sounding singing or speaking voice O
She spoke in a soft contralto. 2. a woman
with a low-sounding voice O We need more
contraltos in our choir. (NOTE: The plural is
contraltos.)

contraption /kon'trepfon/ noun an un-
usual machine or device. Synonym gadget
contrary /'kontrari/ adj 1. opposite O Most
people agreed with the speaker, but one or
two expressed contrary views. 2. O contrary
to in opposition to O Contrary to what you
would expect, the desert gets quite cold at
night. 3. /kon'treari/ always doing the oppo-
site of what you want O She's such a con-
trary child. m noun o the contrary the
opposite O on the contrary just the opposite
O I'm not annoyed with her — on the con-
trary, I think she has done the right thing. 0
to the contrary stating the opposite O We
will go on with the plans for the exhibition

adj
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unless we hear to the contrary. O Smoking
used to be considered harmless, but now the
evidence is to the contrary.

@ contrast noun /'kontra:st/ a sharp dif-
ference between two things O the contrast in
weather between the north and the south of
the country O The two cities are in sharp
contrast. Antonym similarity o in contrast
to as opposed to O He is quite short, in con-
trast to his sister who is very tall. O The
north of the country is green and wooded in
contrast to the south which is dry and sandy.
m verb /kon'tra:st/ to be obviously different
from O His formal letter contrasted with his
friendly conversation on the telephone.
contrasting /kon'tra:stig/ adj which are
very different

contravene / kontra'viin/ verb to fail to
obey a rule or law. Synonym break
contravention / kontra'venfan/ noun o
in contravention of something breaking
something such as a rule or an official agree-
ment O The restaurant is in contravention of
the safety regulations.

@ contribute /kon'tribju:t/ verb 1. to help
towards something O The government’s poli-
cies have contributed to a feeling of dissatis-
faction among teachers. 2. to give money to
O We were asked to contribute to a charity. O
Everyone was asked to contribute to the re-
ceptionist’s leaving present. 3. O to contrib-
ute to a magazine to write articles for a
magazine

@ contribution / kontri'bju:f(e)n/ noun
1. something, usually money, given to help
something O She makes monthly contribu-
tions to the Red Cross. 2. an article sent to a
newspaper or magazine for publication O The
deadline for contributions is December Ist.
contributor /kan'tribjuta/ noun a person
or organisation that contributes
contributory /kon'tribjut(a)ri/ adj which
contributes O a contributory factor one of
the things which have helped produce the
situation

contrite /'kontrart/ adj (of a person) who
regrets what has happened

contrition /kon'trif(o)n/ noun a feeling of
being sorry. Synonym remorse

contrive /kan'trarv/ verb to manage to do
something

contrived /kon'trarvd/ adj artificial, not
natural. Antonym genuine

@ control /kon'trovl/ noun 1. the fact of
keeping someone or something in order or
being able to direct them O The club is under
the control of three shareholders. O He lost
control of his business and resigned. O The
teacher has no control over the class. 2. the
fact or process of limiting something 0O un-
der control limited O We try to keep ex-
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penses under tight control. O to bring
something under control to reduce or limit
something O The firemen quickly brought the
fire under control. 0 out of control not lim-
ited or kept in order O The car ran down the
hill out of control. O Our spending has got
out of control. O The fire started in the roof
and quickly got out of control. O Football
fans got out of control and started breaking
windows in the centre of town. ® verb 1. to
keep something in order, to direct or limit
something O The police couldn’t control the
crowds. O There was nobody there to control
the traffic. © We must try to control the sales
of foreign cars. O The government controls
the price of meat. 2. 0 to control a business
to have the power to direct the way a busi-
ness is run O The business is controlled by a
company based in Luxembourg.

control freak /kon'troul fritk/ noun a
person who wants to be always in control of
the situation (slang)

control key /kan'traul kii/ noun the key
on a computer which works part of a program
controlled /kon'trould/ adj which is kept
under control

controller /kon'trovlo/ noun a person who
controls something

controls /kon'trouvlz/ plural noun the
things such as switches by which you can
control a machine O She took the controls of
the aircraft. O He was at the controls of the
spacecraft at the time.

control tower /kon'troul tavs/ noun a
high building at an airport with the radio sta-
tion which directs planes

controversial /kontra'vs:[(Q)l/  adj
which starts violent discussions O He made a
highly controversial speech. O Legalisation
of drugs is a very controversial issue. O She
has controversial views on abortion. Syn-
onym contentious

controversy /'kontrova:si, kon'trpvasi/
noun a sharp discussion

conundrum /ko'nandrom/ noun a diffi-
cult problem

conurbation /kons:'berf(e)n/ noun a
very large built-up area

convalesce / konva'les/ verb to get back
to good health after an illness or an operation
convalescence / konva'les(o)ns/ noun a
period of time when you are convalescing.
Synonym recuperation

convalescent / konva'les(o)nt/ adj refer-
ring to convalescence O Convalescent pa-
tients must have proper nourishment. O He's
much better but still convalescent. ® noun a
person who is convalescing after an illness or
operation O Now that youre not a convales-
cent any more, you can go back to work as
normal.
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convene /kan'viin/ verb to call a meeting
convenience /kon'virnions/ noun 1. the
fact of being convenient O / like the conve-
nience of working from home. O We bought
the house because of the convenience of the
area for shopping. O at your earliest conve-
nience as soon as you can easily do it O
Please return this form at your earliest con-
venience. 2. O all modern conveniences, all
mod cons all modern facilities such as cen-
tral heating, telephone or electricity O The
flat is advertised for sale with all mod cons.
convenience food /kon'vimions furd/
noun food which is prepared by the shop be-
fore it is sold, so that it needs only heating to
be made ready to eat

convenience shop /kon'viimians Jop/,
convenience store /kon'viinions sto/
noun a small local shop which stays open
long hours and sells a wide range of neces-
sary goods

® convenient /kon'vimiont/ adj which
does not cause any practical problems O 6.30
in the morning is not a very convenient time
for a meeting. O A bank draft is a convenient
way of sending money abroad.
conveniently /kon'viniontli/ adv in a
convenient way

convenor /kon'viina/ noun a person who
organises a meeting

convent /'konvant/ noun a religious estab-
lishment where nuns live; the buildings of
such a place (NOTE: The equivalent estab-
lishment for men is a monastery.)

@ convention /kon'venfon/ noun 1. the
usual way of doing things O It is a conven-
tion that the bride wears white to her wed-
ding. 2. a contract or agreement O an
international convention on human rights 3.
a general meeting of a group such as a politi-
cal party O They are holding their annual
convention in Chicago.

® conventional /kon'venf(a)n(o)l/ adj
ordinary, usual O We are planning a conven-
tional Christmas at home. O He arrived at
the office wearing a very conventional grey
suit.

conventional weapon /kan-
venf(o)n(e)l 'wepon/ noun an ordinary
weapon such as a gun, not a nuclear weapon
convention centre /kon'ven[(o)n
,sentd/ noun a building with a series of
meeting rooms, hotel bedrooms and restau-
rants, built especially for holding large
meetings

converge /kon'vsa:d3/ verb to come to-
gether at a certain place or point
convergence /kon'vaidzons/ noun a
coming together, a meeting

convergent /kon'vaidzont/ adj meeting at
a certain point
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conversant /kon'vais(e)nt/ adj having
knowledge or experience of something

® conversation / konva'serf(a)n/ noun a
talk O We had a long conversation with the
bank manager. O Why did he suddenly
change the subject of the conversation? O to
carry on a conversation with someone to
talk to someone O She tried to carry on a
conversation with him while he was working.
O [It’s difficult to carry on a conversation
with Uncle Harry because he’s deaf.
conversational / konvo'serf(o)n(o)l/ adj
used in conversation

converse noun /'konv3a:s/ (dated) o the
converse the opposite O If this is true then
the converse must be false. m verb /kan'v3:s/
to talk O They were conversing seriously in
French.

conversely /'’konva:sli/ adv in the oppo-
site way

conversion /kon'va:f(a)n/ noun 1. the act
or process of changing one thing into another
O the conversion of an old chapel into a mod-
ern house O I need a calculator to work out
the conversion of £500 into pesetas. 2. the
turning of a person to another set of ideas or
religion O She underwent a sudden conver-
sion to Islam. 3. the act of converting a try in
the game of rugby O His attempted conver-
sion failed, and the scores remained level.

® convert noun /'’konv3:t/ a person who
has changed his ideas or religion O He has
become a convert to vegetarianism. B verb
/kan'va:t/ 1. to turn or to make someone turn
from one set of ideas or religion to another O
When she got married she converted to Is-
lam. O She tried to convert her husband to
becoming a vegetarian. 2. to change O We
are converting the shed into a studio. O
These panels convert the heat of the Sun into
electricity. 3. O to convert a try to earn extra
points in a game of rugby by kicking the ball
over the crossbar between the posts after a try
has been scored O If he converts the try the
scores will be level. 4. to change money of
one country for money of another O We con-
verted our pounds into Swiss francs.
convertible /kon'va:tob(o)l/ adj (espe-
cially of a currency) which can easily be
changed into the money of another country O
the dollar, the yen and other convertible cur-
rencies B noun a car with a roof which folds
back or can be removed O You can hire a
small convertible for $100 a day.

convex /'konveks/ adj which has a shape
that curves outwards like the back of a spoon
® convey /kan'vel/ verb 1. to transport, to
carry O The supplies were being conveyed in
lorries. 2. to give a message or to express
something O Please convey my congratula-
tions to the team.
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conveyance /kon'verons/ noun 1. the act
of transporting O The conveyance of goods is
controlled by several Acts of Parliament. 2. a
means of transport O Various rickety convey-
ances were waiting outside the station. 3. a
document by which property is legally ex-
changed from one owner to another O The
conveyance is being drawn up by the
solicitor.

conveyancing /kon'veronsiy/ noun the
action of exchanging property from one
owner to another

conveyor belt /kon'vero belt/ noun a
moving surface in a factory, which takes
something from one part of the factory to
another

convict noun /'’konvikt/ a criminal who
has been sent to prison O The police are
searching for two escaped convicts. ® verb
/kan'vikt/ to find someone guilty O She was
convicted of theft. Antonym acquit

® conviction /kon'vikfon/ noun 1. the
fact of being found guilty O His lawyers are
appealing against his conviction. 2. the fact
of being certain that something is true O It
was a common conviction in the Middle Ages
that the earth was flat. O Her religious con-
victions do not allow her to eat shellfish. 3.
the fact of being likely or being convincing O
She gave a string of excuses which com-
pletely lacked conviction.

® convince /kon'vins/ verb o to convince
someone of something to persuade someone
that something is true O The lawyer has to
convince the jury of his client’s innocence. O
At an interview, you have to convince the em-
ployer that you are the right person for the
Jjob.

® convinced /kon'vinst/ adj very certain
convincing /kon'vinsig/ adj which
convinces

convincingly /kon'vinsigli/ advin a con-
vincing way

convivial /kon'viviol/ adj
friendly. Synonym pleasant.
unfriendly

conviviality /kon,vivi‘eliti/ noun the fact
of being lively and friendly

convoluted /'konvalu:tid/ adj something
such as a story which is very complicated.
Synonym intricate

convoy /'’konva1/ noun a group of vehicles
or ships travelling together in a line with
armed protection

convulse /kon'vals/ verb to make some-
thing or someone shake

convulsive /kon'valsiv/ adj which causes
violent shaking. Synonym jerky

coo0 /ku:/ verb to make a soft noise like a pi-
geon (NOTE: Do not confuse with coup.)

lively or
Antonym



cook

® cook /kuk/ noun a person who gets food
ready O He worked as a cook in a pub during
the summer. Synonym chef o he’s a very
good cook he makes very good food m verb
1. to get food ready for eating, especially by
heating it O Don't bother your mother when
she’s cooking the dinner. © How do you cook
cabbage? 2. to get food ready by heating O
The chicken is cooking in the oven. O How
long do these vegetables take to cook? 3. O
to cook the books, the accounts to deliber-
ately write down the wrong amounts of
money in account books (informal) O The ac-
countant had been cooking the books for
years.

cookbook /kukbuk/ noun a book of
recipes

cooked /kukt/ adj which has been heated
to prepare it for eating

cooked breakfast /kukt 'brekfost/ noun
a breakfast which includes food such as ba-
con, eggs and sausages. Compare continen-
tal breakfast

® cooker /'kuka/ noun a piece of kitchen
equipment, usually run on gas or electricity,
for cooking food. Also called stove

® cookery /'kuk(a)ri/ noun the art of
cooking

cookery book /'kuk(e)ri buk/ noun a
book of recipes

® cookie /'kuki/ noun 1. usually US a bis-
cuit, a small flat hard sweet cake O She
bought a packet of cookies. 2. a computer file
sent to your computer by a website when you
visit it. It stores information about you which
can be used when you next visit the website.
® cooking /'’kukig/ noun 1. the action of
getting food ready to eat, especially by heat-
ing it O He does the cooking, while his wife
serves in the restaurant. 2. a particular style
of preparing food O The restaurant special-
ises in French provincial cooking.

cooking apple /'kukig ,&p(o)l/ noun a
sour apple which is good for cooking, not for
eating raw

® cool /ku:l/ adj 1. quite cold © Blow on
your soup to make it cool. O It was hot on
deck but cool down below. O Wines should be
stored in a cool cellar. O It gets cool in the
evenings in September. 2. not enthusiastic O /
got a cool reception when I arrived half an
hour late. O The board was quite cool to-
wards the proposal. 3. calm O The nurses re-
mained cool and professional when dealing
with all the accident victims. 4. fashionable,
interesting O a cool party O It’s cool to wear
white trainers. (NOTE: cooler — coolest) m
verb to make something cool; to become cool
O She boiled the jam for several hours and
then put it aside to cool. ® noun 1. a colder
area which is pleasant O Afier the heat of the
town centre, it is nice to sit in the cool of the

175

coordinated

garden. 2. the state of being calm O A4s soon
as the reporters started to ask her questions
she lost her cool.

coolbox /'ku:lboks/ noun a container
which you can carry and which is used for
keeping food and drinks cool

cool down / ku:l 'davn/ verb 1. to make
something cool or to become cool O Al-
though it is very hot in the desert during the
daytime, it always cools down in the evening.
O This coffee is too hot — I'm waiting for it to
cool down a bit. 2. to calm someone, or to be-
come calmer O He was furious with his sec-
retary, but after a while he cooled down. O
We tried to cool him down but it just made
him more angry.

cooling /'ku:liy/ adj which makes you feel
cool

coolly /'ku:lli/ adv in a cool, calm way
coolness /'ku:lnas/ noun 1. the fact of be-
ing cool O the coolness of the evening 2. the
feeling of being calm O his coolness under
fire 3. the act of behaving in a way that is not
friendly or enthusiastic O I was surprised by
the coolness of her greeting.

coop /ku:p/ verb o to coop someone up to
keep someone in a small place O I don't like
being cooped up in this little office.

c0-0p /'kau pp/ noun a cooperative store
(informal)

cooperate /kou'pparert/ verb o to coop-
erate with someone to work with someone O
Several governments are cooperating in the
fight against international drug smuggling.

® cooperation /kou,npa'rerf(e)n/ noun
the action of working together with someone
else

® cooperative /kouv'op(o)rotiv/ adj 1.
working with the profits shared between the
workers O a cooperative farm O a coopera-
tive store 2. helpful and willing to work with
other people O The bank manager was not at
all cooperative. m noun a business which
works on a profit-sharing basis O @ workers’
cooperative

co-opt /kou'ppt/ verb to ask someone to
join a committee without being formally
elected to it

coordinate noun /kou's:dmoat/ a set of
numbers which fix a point on a map or graph
O What are the coordinates for that hill? 1
don’t think it is marked on the map. O Draw
the X=Y coordinates. m verb /kau'oidmert/
to make people or things work together or fit
in with each other O His job is to coordinate
the work of the various relief agencies. O The
election campaign was coordinated by the
party headquarters.

coordinated /kou'ordmertid/ adj 1.
bringing different or widespread groups or
parts together 2. moving different parts, es-



coordinates

pecially parts of your body, gracefully or
skilfully, or in a specific way

coordinates /kou's:dmots/ plural noun
matching pieces of women’s clothing
coordination /kou,o:di'nerf(o)n/ noun 1.
the action of coordinating O Better coordina-
tion between departments would have al-
lowed everyone to know what was
happening. 2. the ability to move parts of
your body properly O She has excellent coor-
dination for a little girl of 18 months.
coordinator /kou'o:dmerts/ noun a per-
son who coordinates

® cop /kop/ noun a policeman (informal)

@ cope /kaup/ noun a long coloured cloak
worn by a priest in church m verb o to cope
with something to manage to deal with
something O She can cope perfectly well on
her own. O We are trying to cope with the
backlog of orders.

copier /'kopio/ noun a machine which
makes copies

copilot /'koupailat/ noun a pilot who helps
the main pilot to fly an aircraft

copious /'koupioas/ adjin large amounts, in
good supply

cop out /'’kop aut/ verb to stop doing an
activity, e.g. because of feeling afraid or not
wanting to do it

cop-out /'’kpp aut/ noun a poor excuse or
explanation for refusing to face up to
something

copper /'’kopa/ noun 1. a reddish metal
which turns green when exposed to air O
Copper is a good conductor of electricity. O
The end of the copper wire should be at-
tached to the terminal. 2. a policeman O
Watch out! there’s a copper coming. 3. a
small coin made of copper or other brown
metal O [t only costs a few coppers. O The
beggar was asking for any spare coppers.
copse /kops/ noun a small area of young
trees

copulate /'kopjulert/ verb to have sex
copulation / kopju'lerf(o)n/ noun the act
of having sex

® copy /'kop1/ noun 1. something made to
look the same as something else O This is an
exact copy of the painting by Picasso. (NOTE:
The plural is copies.) 2. one book; one
newspaper O Where’s my copy of today’s
‘Times’? O I lent my old copy of Shakespeare
to my brother and he never gave it back. O
Can I borrow your copy of the telephone di-
rectory? (NOTE: The plural is copies.) 3.
text written to be used in a newspaper or ad-
vertisement O He sent in his copy three days
late. O We need more copy for this page.
(NOTE: no plural in this meaning) m verb to
make or do something which looks like
something else O To knit the pullover, just
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copy this pattern. O I get very annoyed be-
cause he copies everything I do.

copycat /'kopikaet/ (informal) noun a per-
son who copies what someone else does m
adj which copies something else O a copycat
murder

copyright /'kopirart/ noun an author’s le-
gal right to do something such as publish a
book or put on a play and not to have it cop-
ied without permission O Who holds the
copyright for the play? O She is being sued

for breach of copyright. 0 a book which is in

copyright a book which is protected by the
copyright laws O a book which is out of
copyright a book by a writer who has been
dead for more than seventy years and which
anyone can publish B verb to register some-
thing as your copyright O The title was copy-
righted some years ago.

coral /'koral/ noun a rock-like substance
formed of the bones of small animals in the
sea

cord /ko:d/ noun a strong thin rope O Pull
the cord to open the parachute. O In an emer-
gency, pull the cord to stop the train.
cordial /'ko:dial/ adj friendly O His greet-
ing was not very cordial. Synonym pleas-
ant. Antonym unfriendly m noun the con-
centrated juice of a fruit to which water is
added O Fruit cordials such as lemon, or-
ange or lime are popular summer drinks.
cordless /'ko:dles/ adj not needing to be
connected to an electricity supply

cordon /'ko:d(e)n/ noun 1. a barrier such
as a rope or a line of police or soldiers sur-
rounding an area to prevent people entering
or leaving O Police formed a cordon round
the referee to protect him from the fans. O
There was a police cordon round the court-
house. 2. a fruit tree grown as a single stem,
with little side shoots O We planted a cordon
pear against the wall. ® verb O to cordon off
a street to block a street to prevent anyone
entering it O The police had cordoned off the
side streets and forced the protesters to
march down the main road.

cords /ko:dz/ plural noun corduroy trou-
sers O Cords are warmer than jeans.
corduroy /'ko:daror/ noun 1. a cloth with
raised lines on the surface O He was wearing
a corduroy jacket. 2. O a pair of corduroys a
pair of trousers made of corduroy O He was
wearing a pair of dirty old corduroys and
green wellingtons.

® core /ko:/ noun the central part o the
core of an apple, an apple core the hard part
in the middle of an apple, containing the
seeds O He threw the apple core into the
lake. O rotten to the core completely bad O
The local police force is rotten to the core. O
to take a core sample to cut a long round
piece of soil or rock for testing m verb to take
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out the central part of a fruit such as an apple
O Peel and core the apples before putting
them in the oven.

coriander / kori'anda/ noun a small herb,
whose seeds and leaves are used for
flavouring

cork /ko:k/ noun 1. a piece of light wood
from the bark of a tree, which closes wine
bottles O He pulled the cork out of the bottle.
O The little boat bobbed up and down on the
surface of the water like a cork. 2. material
made from the very light bark of a type of
tree O She placed little cork mats on the table
to stop the wine glasses marking it. ® verb to
put a cork into a bottle O When they had
drunk half the bottle, she corked it up to use
the following day.

corkscrew /'ko:kskrui/ noun a special
tool for taking corks out of bottles

corm /koim/ noun the bottom part of the
stem of a plant which can be planted and
from which new shoots will grow

cormorant /'’kormoront/ noun a black
seabird which eats fish, often near fishing
grounds but also on lakes and rivers

® corn /ko:mn/ noun 1. cereal plants such as
wheat or barley O a field of corn 2. maize, a
cereal crop which is grown in many parts of
the world 3. a hard painful lump of skin, usu-
ally on your foot, where something, such as a
tight shoe, has rubbed it O He has a corn on
his little toe.

cornea /'ko:nia/ noun the transparent part
of the front of the eyeball

corned beef /koind 'bi:f/ noun salted,
preserved beef

® corner /'komna/ noun 1. a place where
two walls, sides or streets meet O The bank is
on the corner of London Road and New
Street. O Put the plant in the corner of the
room nearest the window. O The number is in
the top right-hand corner of the page. O The
motorbike went round the corner at top
speed. O to paint yourself into a corner to
get yourself into a situation that you cannot
get out of 2. a free kick taken from the corner
of the field near the opponents’ goal in games
such as football m verb 1. to turn a corner O
This new model corners very well. 2. to catch
someone so that they cannot get away O The
police cornered the escaped prisoners in an
alleyway. 3. O to corner the market to own
most or all of the supply of a certain thing
and so control the price O The syndicate tried
to corner the market in silver. < to turn the
corner 1. to go round a corner O As she
turned the corner she saw the bus coming. 2.
to get better after being ill or in difficulties O
He has been in bed for weeks, but he seems to
have turned the corner.
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corporal

corner shop /'koina [op/ noun a small
general store in a town, sometimes on a street
corner

cornerstone /'komnastoun/ noun 1. a
stone at the bottom of a corner of a building,
often with writing on it to show when it was
put there O The mayor laid the cornerstone of
the new library. 2. a strong foundation or ba-
sis O Taking a lot of exercise is still one of
the cornerstones of a long life.

cornet /'ko:nit/ v cone m noun a type of
small trumpet O He plays the cornet in the
brass band.

cornfield /'ko:nfi:ld/ noun a field in which
corn is grown

cornflakes /'ko:nfleiks/ plural noun a
breakfast food made of small dried pieces of
maize O ['ll just have a bowl of cornflakes
and a cup of coffee for breakfast.

cornflour /'’ko:nflavs/ noun a very smooth
type of flour made from maize, used in cook-
ing to make sauces thicker (NOTE: The US
term is cornstarch.)

cornflower /'kownflave/ noun a wild
flower with bright blue flowers

cornice /'ko:mis/ noun a decorated narrow
line of wood or stone round a ceiling (techni-
cal)

Cornish /'ko:mif/ adjreferring to Cornwall
corn on the cob /,ko:mn pn 05 'kob/ noun
a head of maize, with seeds on it, served hot
with butter

corny /'koni/ adj old or out-of-date (NOTE:
cornier — corniest)

corollary /ka'rolori/ noun a natural result,
something which follows naturally. Synonym
consequence

corona /ka'rouna/ noun a circle of light
which appears as a ring round the Moon or
Sun

coronary /'koron(o)ri/ noun a coronary
thrombosis (informal) O He had a coronary
and was rushed to hospital. (NOTE: The plu-
ral is coronaries.) m adj referring to any
structure shaped like a crown

coronary thrombosis /koron(o)ri
Orom'bousis/ noun a blood clot which
blocks the supply of blood to the heart, lead-
ing to a heart attack

coronation / kora'nerf(a)n/ noun the offi-
cial ceremony at which a king, queen or em-
peror is crowned

® coroner /'kprona/ noun a public official,
either a doctor or a lawyer, who tries to find
out the reason for a sudden or violent death
corporal /'ko:p(a)ral/ adj referring to the
body ®m noun a rank in the army below ser-
geant O The major ordered the corporal to
take down the flag. (NOTE: can be used with
the surname: Corporal Jones)



corporal punishment

corporal punishment /ko:p(o)ral
'panifmont/ noun an act of punishment by
hitting someone

@ corporate /'ko:p(a)rat/ adjreferring to a
body such as a company O Corporate re-
sponsibility rests with the whole manage-
ment. O Corporate profits are down this
year.

@ corporation / ko:pa'reif(a)n/ noun1. a
town council O The corporation has priva-
tised the refuse collection service. O The cor-
poration swimming pool is closed on
Mondays. 2. a large firm O Working for a big
corporation can be rather impersonal.
corporation tax /ko:pa'rerf(o)n taeks/
noun a tax on profits made by companies.
Abbr CT

® corps /ko:/ noun a military group or or-
ganised group O the diplomatic corps all the
diplomats living in a certain country (NOTE:
The plural is corps /ko:z/. Do not confuse
with core.)

corpse /ko:ps/ noun a dead body
corpulent /'ko:pjulont/ adj (of a person)
extremely fat. Synonym obese

corpus /'koipas/ noun 1. all the works
written by an author or about an author © The
library has a huge Dickens corpus which is
available to students. O She is studying refer-
ences to food in the Shakespeare corpus. 2.
the mass of text and words stored in a com-
puter O None of the dictionaries in the list
states where their corpus comes from. (NOTE:
The plural is corpora.)

corral /ka'ra:l/ noun an area surrounded by
a fence to enclose animals such as cows or
horses O The cattle were brought to the OK
Corral. B verb to enclose animals or people
in a limited space O The cattle were corralled
before being branded and shipped out. O The
police corralled the students into the area be-
hind the university.

® correct /ka'rekt/ adj right or without any
mistakes O Would it be correct to say that the
shop has not made a profit for several
months? O Can you tell me the correct time?
O You have to give correct answers to all the
questions if you want to win first prize. O You
are correct in thinking that the weather in
Greece is hot. B verb to take away mistakes
in something O You must try to correct your
driving mistakes, or you will never pass the
test. O The computer keeps switching itself
off — can you correct this fault?

correction /ko'rekfon/ noun showing a
mistake in something, making something
correct O He made a few small corrections to
the letter. Synonym alteration

corrective /ko'rektiv/ adj which corrects
O Corrective surgery will be needed to pre-
vent him having one leg shorter than the
other. m noun a thing which corrects O These
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corrosive

figures act as a welcome corrective to the
government’s very optimistic forecast.

@ correctly /ko'rektli/ adv in a correct
way

® correlate /'koralert/ verb 1. to match or
be the same as something else O The figures
in your report do not correlate with those I
got from the warehouse. O The number of
people affected by asthma appears to corre-
late to the amount of air pollution. 2. to
check to see if something matches or is the
same as something else O We need to corre-
late the data from the two sources.

® correlation / kora'le1f(a)n/ noun a con-
nection between things

correspond / kori'spond/ verb o to cor-
respond to to fit with O The findings corre-
spond to my own research.
correspondence /kori'spondons/ noun
1. letters O They had been carrying on a cor-
respondence for years. O She was told by her
father to break off the correspondence. o to
be in correspondence with someone to
write letters to someone and receive letters
back O [ have been in correspondence with
the company about a refund but with no suc-
cess. 2. the fact that one thing matches or is
similar to another O There isn’t much corre-
spondence between theory and practice.
correspondence  course  /kori-
'spondons kors/ noun lessons given by post
correspondent / kori'spondont/ noun 1.
a journalist who writes articles for newspa-
pers or reports for television or radio on a
particular subject O a report from our foot-
ball correspondent O He is the Paris corre-
spondent of the ‘Telegraph’. 2. a person who
writes letters O A correspondent in Australia
sent us an email.

corresponding /korr'spondig/
which relates to something
correspondingly /kori'spondigli/ adv
in a way which corresponds

@ corridor /'korido:/ noun a long narrow
passage O The ladies’ room is straight ahead
at the end of the corridor. O There is an un-
derground corridor to the next building.
corroborate /ko'rpbarert/ verb to support
a statement, especially a statement made in
court, by giving information that shows it is
true. Synonym verify. Antonym contradict
corrode /ko'roud/ verb to damage or
change a substance, e.g. by the effects of wa-
ter, air or chemicals. Synonym rust
corrosion /ko'rou3(9)n/ noun the damage
caused to metals by the effects of water, air
or chemicals

corrosive /ka'rousiv/ adj, noun which
eats away metal, or a substance which does
this

adj



corrugated

corrugated /'korogeitid/ adj bent into
folds like waves

corrugated iron /korogertid ‘aron/
noun sheets of metal which are folded into
waves

corrupt /ka'rapt/ adj 1. (of a person) who
is not honest or who takes bribes O The
Prime Minister promised to sack any officials
who were found to be corrupt. 2. (of a com-
puter disk) with data which contains mis-
takes O Power loss can make the data
corrupt. B verb 1. to make someone dishon-
est or lacking in morals O ‘Power corrupts,
absolute power corrupts absolutely.” O He
was accused of corrupting young people. O
He was corrupted by his rich friends from
college. 2. to cause mistakes in computer
data O The data on this disk has been
corrupted.

corruption /ka'rapfon/ noun 1. the prac-
tice of paying money to someone, usually an
official, so that he does what you want O
Bribery and corruption are difficult to con-
trol. © Corruption in the civil service will be
rooted out. 2. the process of damaging data O
You have to watch out for corruption of data.
corruptly /ka'raptli/ adv in a corrupt way
corset /'ko:sit/ noun 1. a tight piece of un-
derwear worn by women to support their
bodies (dated) O She was glad to get back
home and remove her corset. 2. a stiff piece
of underwear, worn around the waist or the
chest to support the body after a back injury
O Would an orthopaedic corset help him with
his bad back?

cortege /ko:'ters/, cortége noun a funeral
procession

cortex /'ko:teks/ noun the outer layer of an
organ (NOTE: The plural is cortices.)
cortisone /'ko:tizoun/ noun an artificial
hormone used against skin problems such as
allergies, and arthritis

cos /kaz/ short for because (informal) ©
You've got to do what I say 'cos I'm bigger
than you!

cosh /ko|/ noun a short stick for hitting
(NOTE: The plural is coshes.) m verb to hit
someone on the head O He coshed the secu-
rity guard.

cos lettuce / kos 'let1s/ noun a type of tall
lettuce

cosmetic /koz'metik/ adj which improves
someone’s or something’s appearance
cosmetics /koz'metiks/ plural noun sub-
stances which improve someone’s appear-
ance O My wife keeps all her cosmetics in a
little bag.

cosmetic surgery /koz,metik 's3:dzori/
noun surgery to improve someone’s appear-
ance. Synonym plastic surgery
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costs

cosmic /'kozmik/ adj 1. referring to the
universe O Cosmic rays are radiation enter-
ing the Earth’s atmosphere from outer space.
2. very large, affecting the whole world © 4
war which might reach cosmic proportions.
cosmopolitan / kozmoa'polit(o)n/ adj 1.
made up of people from different parts of the
world O Berlin is a very cosmopolitan city. 2.
comfortable and confident in different cities
or with people of different nationalities O
Her cosmopolitan upbringing has made her a
very interesting person. O Born in Canada,
brought up in Hong Kong and in England, by
the age of ten he was more cosmopolitan
than other children.

cosmos /'knzmps/ noun the universe

® cost /kpst/ noun 1. a price which you
have to pay for something O What is the cost
of a return ticket to London? O Computer
costs are falling each year. 0 at all costs at
no matter what price O At all costs, we have
to be in Trafalgar Square by 12 o’clock. 2. 0
to pay costs to pay the expenses of a court
case O He lost his case and was ordered to
pay costs. O the judge awarded costs to the
defendant the judge said that the defendant
would not have to pay the costs of the case m
verb to have a price O Potatoes cost 20p a
kilo. O Petrol seems to cost more all the time.
o0 what does it cost? how much is it? O to
cost the earth to be very expensive O Caviar
costs the earth. O to cost an arm and a leg to
be very expensive O Don’t buy your kitchen
there — it ’ll cost you an arm and a leg. O The
repairs to his car cost him an arm and a leg.
» fortune, small

co-star /'kou sta:/ noun the other leading
actor or actress in a film or play O His co-star
in the film was an Italian actress. ®m verb to
act in a play or film as a co-star O She
co-starred  with James Dean. (NOTE:
co-starring — co-starred)

cost-cutting /'kost katig/ noun the pro-
cess of reducing costs, especially in a busi-
ness, or the actions taken to reduce costs
cost-effective / kost1 'fektiv/ adj which
gives value when compared with its cost.
Synonym lucrative

costing /'kostig/ noun a calculation of a
selling price, based on the costs of making a
product

costly /'kostli/ adj very expensive O a
costly mistake a mistake which results in a
lot of money being spent O Telling them we
would pay all their expenses was a costly
mistake.

® cost of living /kost ov 'livig/ noun
money which has to be paid in order to live,
e.g. for food, heating and rent

costs /kosts/ plural noun the expenses in-
volved in a court case



costume

costume /'kostjuim/ noun a set of clothes
worn by an actor or actress in a play or film
or on TV O The costumes for ‘Henry V' are
magnificent.

costume drama /'kostju:m ,dra:mo/
noun a play set in a previous historical period
costume jewellery /'kostju:m ,dzu:alri/
noun jewellery that does not contain precious
stones or metals

cosy /'kouzi/ adj comfortable and warm O
An open log fire always makes a room feel
cosy. O She wrapped herself up in a blanket
and made herself cosy on the sofa. (NOTE:
cosier — cosiest. The US spelling is cozy.)
m noun a cover put over something to keep it
hot O She knitted a tea cosy for her mother.
(NOTE: The plural is cosies.)

cot /kot/ noun 1. a child’s bed with sides O
The baby was fast asleep in her cot. O
Jimmy'’s getting too big for his cot — we’ll
have to get him a proper bed soon. 2. US a
folding bed for camping (NOTE: The British
term is camp bed.)

cot death /'kot de6/ noun an unexplained
death of a sleeping baby (NOTE: The US term
is crib death.)

coterie /'koutori/ noun a small group of
special people. Synonym clique

cottage /'kotid3z/ noun a little house in the
country O We have a weekend cottage in the
mountains. O My mother lives in the little
cottage next to the post office.

cottage cheese /kotid3 'tfizz/ noun a
very soft, lumpy white cheese

cottage industry /kotidz ‘'indestri/
noun the practice of making products in the
workers’ homes

cottage pie /kotid3 'par/ noun minced
meat cooked in a dish with potatoes on top

cotton /'’kot(e)n/ noun 1. fibres made into
thread from the soft seed heads of a tropical
plant O She put a new reel of cotton on the
sewing machine. 2. a cloth made of cotton O
He was wearing a pair of cotton trousers. O I
bought some cotton material to make a skirt.
cotton on / kot(o)n 'pn/ verb (informal) o
to cotton on to something to understand
something O [t was some time before he cot-
toned on to what I meant.

® cotton wool /kot(e)n 'wul/ noun cot-
ton fibres used to clean the skin or wounds or
to apply lotion or disinfectant. Also called
absorbent cotton

couch /kauvt[/ noun a low bed O She lay
down on a couch in the lounge. Synonym
sofa (NOTE: The plural is couches.) m verb
to put something in words O His letter was
couched in very formal language. Synonym
express
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counsel

couch potato /'’kavtf ps,tertov/ noun a
person who sits watching TV or videos all
day (slang disapproving)

cougar /'kuiga/ noun US a large brown
wild cat from North and South America.
Also called mountain lion, puma

® cough /kof/ noun the act of sending the
air out of your lungs suddenly, e.g. when you
are ill O Take some cough medicine if your
cough is bad. O He ought to see the doctor if
his cough is no better. O He gave a little
cough to attract the waitress’s attention. B
verb to send air out of your lungs suddenly
because your throat hurts O The smoke from
the fire made everyone cough. O People with

flu go around coughing and sneezing.

cough mixture /'kof ;mikstfo/ noun a
liquid medicine to cure a cough

cough sweet /'kof swiit/ noun a sweet
with medicine in it against coughs

cough up /kof 'Ap/ verb 1. to bring up
matter from your throat when coughing O
She became worried when the little girl
coughed up blood. 2. to pay O When he was
late with the rent, we sent some people round
to get him to cough up.

® could /kad, kud/ modal verb 1. meaning
‘was’ or ‘would be able’ to do something O
The old lady fell down and couldn’t get up. O
You could still catch the train if you ran. 2.
meaning ‘was allowed’ to do something O
The policeman said we could go into the
house. 3. used in asking O Could you pass me
the salt, please? O Could you shut the win-
dow? 4. meaning ‘might happen’ O The new
shopping centre could be finished by Christ-
mas. 5. used in making a suggestion O You
could always try borrowing money from the
bank. (NOTE: The negative is could not,
usually couldn’t. Note also that could is
the past of can; could is only used in front
of other verbs and is not followed by the
word to.)

couldn’t /'’kudnt/ contraction an informal
form of ‘could not’

@ council /'’kaunsal/ noun 1. an elected
committee 2. an official group chosen to ad-
vise on a problem

council estate /'kaovnsal 1,steit/ noun an
area where houses and flats have been built
by the local council and are available at low
rents

® councillor /'’kavns(a)la/ noun an elected
member of a town council (NOTE: Do not
confuse with counsellor.)

council tax /'’kaunsal teks/ noun the tax
charged by a local council to help pay for its
services

counsel /'kaunsal/ noun 1. advice O [
should have listened to his wise counsels. 2. a
lawyer O counsel for the defence or defence
counsel O counsel for the prosecution or



counselling

prosecution counsel B verb to advise O She
counselled us against buying the house.
(NOTE: counselling — counselled. The US
spelling is counseling — counseled.)
counselling /'’kavnsalig/ noun the prac-
tice of giving advice about problems (NOTE:
The US spelling is counseling.)
counsellor /'kaunsslo/ noun an adviser
(NOTE: The US spelling is counselor.)

® count /kaunt/ noun 1. the action of
counting or of adding O to lose count to no
longer have any idea of how many there are
O [ tried to add up all the sales figures but
lost count and had to start again. O I’ve lost
count of the number of times he’s left his um-
brella on the train. 2. the process of adding
up the votes after an election O The candi-
dates paced up and down during the count. 3.
a large amount of something, calculated sci-
entifically O Today there is a high pollen
count. 4. a noble title, used in many Euro-
pean countries, but not in England © Count
Bismarck, the German Chancellor 5. a
charge read out against someone in court O
She was found guilty on two counts of embez-
zlement. W verb 1. to say numbers in order,
e.g. 1,2,3,4 0 She’s only two and she can
count up to ten. O Count to five and then start
running. O to count backwards to say num-
bers in the opposite order, e.g. 9, 8, 7, 6 2. to
find out a total O Did you count how many
books there are in the library? O He counted
up the sales for the twelve months. ¥ hatch 3.
to include when finding out a total O There
were sixty people in the boat if you count the
children. © Did you count my trip to New
York as part of my expenses? 0 not counting
not including O There are three of us, not
counting the baby. O We have three comput-
ers, not counting the old ones that don’t work
any more. 4. to be important O Your appear-
ance counts for a lot in an interview. O Every
little bit of energy saved counts.

countable /'kauntob(o)l/ adj 1. which is
able to be counted 2. describing a noun that is
able to form a plural

count down / kaunt 'daun/ verb to count
backwards, e.g. 9, 8, 7, 6 O He counted down
the seconds to the launch.

countdown /'kauvntdaun/ noun the action
of counting time backwards, especially be-
fore something takes place

countenance /'kauvntonons/ noun an ex-
pression on someone’s face O The journalists
were surprised by the furious countenance of
the President. m verb to approve of an action
(formal) © My father would never counte-
nance borrowing money from friends.

® counter /'kavnta/ noun 1. a small round
disc used in games O You 've thrown a six —
you can move your counter six places. O She
placed a pile of counters on the board. 2. a
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counter-revolutionary

long flat surface in a shop for showing goods
for sale, or in a bank for passing over money
O The cheese counter is over there. O She put
her bag down on the counter and took out her
cheque book. o sold over the counter sold
without a prescription from a doctor O Some
drugs are sold over the counter, but for most
you need a prescription. O sold under the
counter sold illegally O He sold the videos
under the counter. m verb to reply in an op-
posing way O He accused her of theft and she
countered with an accusation of sexual
harassment.
counter-
response
counteract /kauntor'zkt/ verb to stop
the effects of something. Synonym counter
counter-attack /'kavntor otaek/ noun an
attack against someone who has just attacked
you O 24 hours after the enemy attack we
launched a counter-attack. m verb to attack
in return O the enemy counter-attacked
fiercely

counterbalance /'kauntobalons/ verb to
react against something by doing the
opposite

counterclockwise /kaunto'klokwaiz/
adv US in the opposite direction to the hands
of a clock (NOTE: The British term is
anticlockwise.)

counterfeit /'’kavntof1t/ adj (of money, art
or documents) false, not real O The police
have warned shopkeepers that counterfeit
£20 notes are in circulation. O You can see
stands in Oxford Street selling counterfeit
Jewellery. Synonym fake. Antonym genu-
ine W verb to make imitation money O Are
the new £10 notes more difficult to counter-
feit than the old ones? O Only very sophisti-
cated printing machines can be used to
counterfeit banknotes. Synonym forge m
noun a thing which has been forged O There
is something wrong with this passport — in
fact it may be a counterfeit. Synonym
forgery

counterfoil /'kavntofoil/ noun a slip of
paper which you keep after giving someone a
cheque

countermand /kaunto'ma:nd/ verb to
say that an order or instruction should not be
carried out

counterpart /'’kavntopa:t/ noun a person
who has a similar job or who is in a similar
situation. Synonym opposite number O
John is my counterpart at Smith’s John has
the same post at Smith’s as I have here
counter-productive  /kavnto  pro-
'daktrv/ adj which has the opposite effect to
what you want

counter-revolutionary /kaunto revo-
'Tuzf(e)n(e)ri/ noun a person who acts
against a revolution. Synonym rebel

/kaunto/ prefix against, in



countersign

countersign /'kavntasain/ verb to sign a
document which someone else has already
signed, showing that you authorise it
countess /'kavuntis/ noun 1. (in European
aristocracy) the wife of a count 2. (in the
British aristocracy) the wife of an earl
countless /'kauntlos/ adj very many. Ant-
onym few

count noun /'kaunt nauvn/ noun a noun
that can be used with ‘a’ or ‘an’ and has a
plural form

® count on /'kaunt pn/ verb to be sure that
someone will do something

® country /'kantri/ noun 1. a land which is
separate and governs itself O the countries of
the EU O Some African countries voted
against the plan. (NOTE: The plural in this
meaning is countries.) 2. land which is not
the town O He lives in the country. O We
went walking in the hill country. O Road
travel is difficult in country areas. (NOTE: no
plural in this meaning)

country club / kantri 'klab/ noun a club
in the country, usually offering special sports
facilities such as golf or horse riding
country house /kantri 'haus/ noun a
large house in the country, with gardens and
a park, and sometimes a farm

countryman /'kantrimon/ noun 1. a per-
son who lives in the country, not in the town
O Countrymen are protesting about the new
tax. 2. a person who comes from the same
country as you O He felt ashamed of his
countrymen when he saw them fighting at the
football stadium. (NOTE: The plural is coun-
trymen.)

country music / kantri 'mju:zik/, coun-
try and western / kantri on 'weston/ noun
a style of music popular in the southeastern
United States, especially Tennessee

@ countryside /'kantrisaid/ noun land
away from towns O the beautiful English
countryside in spring O The countryside is in
danger of being covered in new houses.
(NOTE: no plural)

® county /'kaunti/ noun an administrative
district. Synonym region (NOTE: The plural
is counties.)

county council /kaunti 'kaunsal/ noun
a group of people elected to run a county
county town /'kaunti taun/ noun the
main town of a county, where the administra-
tive offices are

coup /ku:/ noun 1. the act of taking over a
government by force O The army took over
after yesterday’s bloody coup. O The officers
who planned the failed coup were all exe-
cuted. Full form coup d’état 2. a great suc-
cess, a successful move O Getting the
Minister of Education to open the school ex-
hibition was a coup for the organisers.
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court

coupé /'ku:pelr/ noun a car with two doors
and a fixed roof

@ couple /'kap(d)l/ noun 1. two things to-
gether 2. two people together O They are a
charming couple. O Several couples strolled
past hand in hand. m verb 1. to connect or
combine O High tides coupled with strong
winds caused flooding along the coast. 2. to
join two machines together © Couple the
trailer to the back of the truck. & a couple
of 1. two O [ have a couple of jobs for you to
do. O The film lasted a couple of hours. 2. a
few O Can you move the chairs a couple of
yards to the left? O Do you mind waiting a
couple of minutes while I make a phone call?
couplet /'kaplat/ noun two lines of poetry
coupon /'ku:pon/ noun a piece of paper
which is used in place of money or in place
of a ticket. Synonym voucher

courage /'karidz/ noun being brave when
in a dangerous situation O She showed great
courage in attacking the burglar. Synonym
bravery. Antonym cowardice (NOTE: no
plural)

courageous /ka'rerdzas/ adj brave. Ant-
onym cowardly

courageously /ka'rerdzasli/ adv bravely
courgette /ko:'zet/ noun the young fruit of
the marrow (NOTE: The US term is zuc-
chini.)

courier /'kuris/ noun 1. a person who car-
ries messages O a motorcycle courier 2. a
guide for tourists on a package tour O We
were met at the airport by a courier. O The
courier tried hard to deal with all our com-
plaints about the hotel.

® course /kos/ noun 1. O in due course
after a certain amount of time O If you study
for several years at college, in due course
you will get a degree. O Put a coin in the slot
and in due course the machine will produce a
ticket. O in the course of during O He's got
much richer in the course of the last few
years. 2. a series of lessons O I'm taking a
maths course. O She’s going on a painting
course. O She has finished her secretarial
course. O The hotel offers weekend courses
in watercolour painting. 3. a series of treat-
ments O He's taking a course of antibiotics.
4. a separate part of a meal O a five-course
meal O The first course is soup, and then you
can have either fish or roast lamb.
coursebook /'ko:sbuk/ noun a book used
by students taking a certain course
coursework /'koiswaik/ noun work
which students must complete during an aca-
demic course

® court /ko:t/ noun 1. a room with a judge
who tries criminals, sometimes with a jury O
The court was packed for the opening of the
murder trial. O Please tell the court what you
saw when you opened the door. O The defen-
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dant was in court for three hours. O to take
someone to court to tell someone to appear
in court to settle an argument 2. an area
where sports such as tennis, basketball or
squash are played O The tennis courts are be-
hind the hotel. O to be on court to be playing
tennis O They were on court for over three
hours. 3. a group of people living round a
king or queen O The people at court were
very cold towards the young princess. O It
was dangerous to be a pretty young girl at
the court of Henry VIII. m verb 1. to try to
persuade a woman to marry you (dated) O
King Henry courted Anne Boleyn for some
months. 2. to be often together before getting
married O Do you remember when we were
courting and you took me to see the sun set-
ting over the sea at Brighton? O They’ve
been courting for three years, and there are
still no signs of them getting married. 3. to
try to get someone to support you O He has
been courting the shareholders to win their
approval for the scheme. 4. O to court disas-
ter to risk disaster happening O You are
courting disaster if you try to drive a sports
car without a licence.

court card /'ko:t ka:d/ noun the king,
queen or jack in a set of cards

court case /'ko:t kers/ noun a legal action
or trial

courteous /'ka:tias/ adj polite. Antonym
rude

courteously /'ka:tiosli/ adv politely
courtesy /'ka:tasi/ noun 1. politeness O
The hotel staff showed us every courtesy. O
She might have had the courtesy to apolo-
gise. O Children should show some courtesy
towards their grandparents. 2. 0 (by) cour-
tesy of as a gift from, with the kind permis-

sion of O a box of chocolates by courtesy of

the management O He arrived home two
hours late, courtesy of the train service.
courtesy bus /'ks:tosi bas/, courtesy
car /'kaitosi kai/, courtesy coach
/'k3:tasi kout [/ noun a bus or car or coach
which is provided for people free of charge
as a service

courthouse /'ko:thaus/ noun especially
US a building where trials are held
courtier /'’ko:tis/ noun a member of a royal
court

court-martial /ko:t'ma:f(9)l/ noun 1. a
court which tries someone serving in the
armed forces for offences against military
discipline O He was found guilty by
court-martial and sentenced to imprison-
ment. 2. the trial of someone serving in the
armed forces by the armed forces authorities
O The court-martial was held in the army
headquarters. (NOTE: The plural is
courts-martial.) B verb to try someone who
is serving in the armed forces O He was
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court-martialled for leaving his post when
the enemy attacked. (NOTE: court-
martialled. The US spelling is court-
martialed.)

court of appeal / ko:t av o'pi:l/ noun a
court to which a person may go to ask for a
decision or a sentence to be changed. Also
called Appeal Court

court order /ko:t '5:do/ noun an order is-
sued by a judge

courtroom /'koitruim/ noun a room
where a judge holds a trial

courtship /'’koitfip/ noun 1. a period
when a man and a woman form a romantic
relationship before getting married O Their
courtship lasted no more than six months
which was very short in those days. 2. a spe-
cial display put on by animals to attract the
opposite sex O Some birds perform very
elaborate courtship dances.

courtyard /'ko:tjard/ noun a small square
area surrounded by buildings. Synonym
patio

couscous /'kuiskuis/ noun 1. a food
made of small grains of wheat 2. a dish of
meat and couscous

® cousin /'kaz(o)n/ noun the son or
daughter of your uncle or aunt O Our cousins
from Canada are coming to stay with us for
Christmas. O We didn’t have a Christmas
card from Cousin Charles this year.
couturier /ku:'tjuorier/ noun a person
who designs expensive fashionable clothes
for women

cove /kauv/ noun 1. a small bay © Do you
remember the small cove where we loved to
go swimming? 2. a man (old) O He’s a
strange cove.

covenant /'kavanant/ noun a legal con-
tract. Synonym agreement W verb to agree
to pay an amount of money each year by con-
tract O He covenanted £50 per annum for
seven years.

Coventry /'kovontri/ noun o to send
someone to Coventry to refuse to speak to
someone O After he told the teacher who
broke the window, the other children sent
him to Coventry.

® cover /'kava/ noun 1. a thing put over
something to keep it clean O Keep a cover
over your computer when you are not using
it. O Put a cover over the meat to keep the
flies off. 2. the front and back of a book or
magazine O She read the book from cover to
cover. 3. a place where you can hide or shel-
ter O They ran for cover when it started to
rain. 0O under cover under a roof, not in the
open air O If it rains the buffet will be served
under cover. 0 under cover of night or
darkness at night, when everything is hidden
O The commandos attacked under cover of
night. O They crept out of the city under
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cover of darkness. O to take cover to shelter
O It started to rain and they took cover under
a tree. O When the robbers started shooting,
the policeman took cover behind a wall. 4. an
envelope or wrapping paper O to send some-
thing under separate cover to send some-
thing in a separate envelope O to send a
magazine under plain cover to send a mag-
azine in an ordinary envelope with no com-
pany name printed on it m verb 1. to put
something over something to keep it clean O
You should cover the furniture with sheets
before you start painting the ceiling. 2. to
hide something O He covered the hole in the
ground with leaves. O She covered her face
with her hands. 3. to provide enough money
to pay for something O The damage was cov-
ered by the insurance. O The prize covers all
the costs of the holiday. 4. to deal with some-
thing completely O That covers all the points
on the agenda. 5. to write a report on an
event for a mnewspaper, radio or TV
programme O The journalists covering the
story were briefed by the police. 6. to travel a
certain distance O They made good progress,
covering twenty miles a day.

coverage /'’kav(o)ridz/ noun o press cov-
erage, media coverage the amount of space
or time given to an event in newspapers or on
TV O The company had good media cover-
age for the launch of its new car. O Coverage
of Wimbledon continues on BBC2.

cover charge /'kavo tfa:d3/ noun (in a
restaurant) a charge per person in addition to
the charge for food

covered /'kavad/ adj with a roof or lid
over. Antonym exposed

cover girl /'’kavo g3:l/ noun a female
model whose picture appears on the front
cover of a magazine

covering /'’kav(a)riy/ noun a thing which
covers

covering letter / kavoriy 'leta/ noun a
letter explaining what is enclosed with it

® cover note /'kavo naut/ noun a letter
giving agreement for an insurance sent be-
fore the policy is issued (NOTE: The US term
is binder.)

covert /'kouvoat, 'kavat/ adj hidden or se-
cret. Antonym overt

cover up / kavar 'ap/ verb to cover some-
thing completely O He covered up the mark
on the wall with white paint. O to cover up
for someone to try to hide a mistake that
someone has made O The staff tried to cover
up for their boss.

cover-up /'kavor ap/ noun the hiding of a
scandal. Synonym conspiracy

cover version /'kavo ,v3i[(9)n/ noun a
new version of a song, recorded by someone
other than the original singer
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covet /'kavat/ verb to want something
which belongs to someone else

coveted /'kavatid/ adj which everyone
wants. Synonym sought-after

@ cow /kav/ noun 1. a large female farm an-
imal, kept to give milk O a field of cows O
The farmer was milking a cow. O until the
cows come home for a very long time (infor-
mal) O You can wait until the cows come
home before getting paid. 2. a female of
other animals O a cow elephant O a cow
whale 3. a woman (rude) O That stupid cow!
m verb to frighten someone, to bully
someone O He cowed all the others into do-
ing what he wanted. Synonym intimidate
coward /'kauvod/ noun a person who is not
brave

cowardice /'kavodis/ noun the state of not
being brave. Synonym weakness. Antonym
courage

cowardly /'kavadli/ adj not brave. Ant-
onym brave

® cowboy /'kauvbor/ noun 1. a man who
looks after cows in the west of the United
States 2. a workman who does bad work and
charges a high price O a cowboy builder O
The people we got in to paint the house were
a bunch of cowboys.

cowboy hat /'kavbor hat/ noun a large
wide-brimmed hat worn by cowboys

cower /'kava/ verb to crouch down because
you are afraid

co-worker /kou 'waiko/ noun someone
who shares their work with one or more
people

cox /koks/ noun a person who steers a row-
ing boat O She’s the cox of the university
crew. (NOTE: The plural is coxes.) m verb to
steer a rowing boat O She coxed the boat to
victory in the regatta.

coy /ko1/ adj timid or shy

coyote /kor'auti/ noun an American wild
animal, like a small wolf

crab /kraeb/ noun 1. an edible sea animal
with eight legs, which walks sideways O The
children caught several little crabs in the
rock pools. 2. the meat of this animal, used as
food O He ordered a crab sandwich. 3. o to
catch a crab to miss a stroke when rowing O
One of the rowers caught a crab and all the
others stopped rowing.

crabby /'krabi/ adj bad-tempered

® crack /krak/ noun 1. a sharp sound O the
crack of a whip O The crack of a twig behind
her made her turn round. 2. a long thin break
in something hard O 4 crack appeared in the
ceiling. O Her ring fell down a crack in the
floorboards. O The field is so dry it is full of
cracks. 3. O to have a crack at something to
try to do something (informal) O I've never
tried windsurfing before but I'm willing to
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have a crack at it. 4. a joke O She made a
nasty crack about his bald patch. 5. a highly
addictive form of the drug cocaine 6. O at
(the) crack of dawn as soon as it starts to be
light O If we want to miss the traffic we must
set off at (the) crack of dawn. m verb 1. to
make a sharp sound O 4 twig cracked as he
stepped on it. 2. to make a long thin break in
something O The stone cracked the glass. 3.
O to crack jokes to tell jokes O He spent the
entire lunch break cracking jokes. 4. to find
out how a code works O They spent months
trying to crack the enemy codes.
crackdown /'kreekdaun/ noun a campaign
against something (informal)

crack down on / krek 'davn pn/ verb to
work hard to reduce crime

cracked /krekt/ adj with a crack in it
cracker /'kreka/ noun 1. a dry biscuit
made of flour and water O After the main
course they served cheese and crackers. 2. a
little firework which makes a series of bangs
O Crackers were going off all round the pro-
cession to the temple. 3. same as Christmas
cracker

crackers /'krakoz/ adj mad (informal)
cracking /'kraekig/ adj very fast o a
cracking pace a fast speed (dated) O The
marathon leader set a cracking pace and no
one else could keep up.

crackle /'krak(a)l/ noun a small dry sound
O He was woken by the crackle of flames. ®
verb to make little dry sounds, like some-
thing burning O The bonfire crackled away in
a corner of the garden.

crackling /'kreeklin/ noun hard baked pork
skin

crackpot /'krakpot/ adj eccentric or
slightly odd (informal) O It’s just one of his
crackpot ideas for making money. ® noun an
eccentric person (informal insult)

cradle /'krerd(a)l/ noun 1. a baby’s bed
which can be rocked O She rocked the baby
to sleep in its cradle. O from the cradle to
the grave for the whole of your life © The
government is  abandoning the cra-
dle-to-grave insurance scheme. 2. a support
for a piece of machinery 3. a place where
something started O Greece is the cradle of
Western civilisation. m verb to hold some-
thing gently in your arms or hands O The lit-
tle girl was cradling her doll.

craft /kra:ft/ noun 1. the skill of making
something by hand O traditional rural crafis
such as thatching O He learnt the craft of fur-
niture-making as a boy. 2. something made
skilfully by hand O local crafts for sale O a
craft fair (NOTE: usually plural) 3. a ship O
The sleek craft slipped out of harbour. O All
sizes of craft took part in the rescue. (NOTE:
The plural in this meaning is craft.)
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-craft /kra:ft/ suffix 1. vehicle O aircrafi o
spacecraft (NOTE: In this meaning, words
ending in -craft have the plural form -craft.)
2. art O Stagecraft is the art of writing plays
and putting them on. O Witchcraft is the art
of casting spells. (NOTE: In this meaning,
words ending in -craft do not have a plural
form.)

craftily /'kra:ftili/ adv cunningly
craftsman /'kra:ftsmon/ noun an artist
who is expert at making things by hand
(NOTE: The plural is craftsmen.)
craftsmanship /'kra:ftsmonfip/ noun
the skill of a craftsman

craftswoman /'kra:ftswomen/ noun a
woman who is expert at making things by
hand (NOTE: The plural is craftswomen.)

® crafty /'kra:fti/ adj sly, planning some-
thing in secret. Synonym cunning. Antonym
forthright (NOTE: craftier — craftiest)

crag /kreeg/ noun a steep cliff

craggy /'kragi/ adj rough, with lines like a
rock

® cram /krem/ verb 1. to squeeze some-
thing into a small space O She crammed all
her clothes into a little suitcase. O Don’t try
to cram so many interviews into one day. 2.
to learn facts hurriedly before an examination
O Everybody’s at home cramming for their
finals. (NOTE: cramming — crammed)
crammed /kreemd/ adj full of things or
people squeezed tightly together. Antonym
empty

cramp /kremp/ noun a pain in a tight mus-
cle which will not relax O He went swimming
and got cramp in the cold water. O She woke
up with cramp in her right leg. Synonym
spasm B verb O to cramp someone’s style
to stop someone doing what he wants, or de-
veloping O Having my mother-in-law for
Christmas tends to cramp our style a bit.
cramped /krempt/ adj too small. Syn-
onym overcrowded. Antonym spacious
crampons /'kremponz/ plural noun a set
of metal hooks attached to boots for climbing
in ice and snow

cranberry /'krenb(a)ri/ noun a bitter wild
red berry, used to make a sharp sweet sauce
or drink

crane /krein/ noun 1. a tall metal piece of
equipment for lifting heavy weights O The
container slipped as the crane was lifting it
onto the ship. O They had to hire a crane to
get the piano into the upstairs room. 2. a
large bird with long legs m verb O to crane
your neck to stretch your neck O He craned
his neck to try to see the procession.
cranium /'kremiosm/ noun the bones cov-
ering the top part of the head

crank /kraenk/ noun 1. a metal arm with a
right angle, often mounted on a shaft O You I/
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need a crank to start the engine. 2. a very
strange person O She’s a bit of a crank when
it comes to food, because there are so many
things she won'’t eat. ®m verb to start an en-
gine by turning it with a handle O Thank
goodness I don’t have to crank the car every
time [ use it.

crank out / krapk 'avt/ verb to produce a
series of things as if by a machine (informal)
crankshaft /'kraepkfa:ft/ noun a part of a
car engine which converts the up-and-down
motion of the pistons into a circular motion
cranny /'krani/ noun a small crack, a small
gap. » nook. Synonym crevice

crap /krap/ (slang offensive) noun 1. solid
waste matter from the body o I need a crap I
must go to the toilet 2. rubbish © You 're talk-
ing crap. O That film was a load of crap. m
adjno good, useless O Your team is just crap,
ours is miles better.

® crash /kra[/ noun 1. an accident where
vehicles are damaged O He was killed in a
train crash. O None of the passengers was
hurt in the coach crash. O His car was badly
damaged in the crash. 2. a loud noise when
something falls over O The ladder fell down
with a crash. O He said he would go and do
the washing up, and then there was a crash
in the kitchen. 3. the collapse of a company O
He lost all his savings in the bank crash. 4.
the complete breakdown of a computer
(NOTE: The plural is crashes.) m verb 1. (of
vehicles) to hit something and be damaged O
The bus crashed into a wall. O The plane
crashed six kilometres from the airport. 2. to
move, making a loud noise O The wall came
crashing down. O The ladder crashed onto
the floor. 3. (of a company) to collapse O He
lost all his savings when the bank crashed. 4.
(of a computer) to stop working O The hard
disk has crashed but we think the data can be
retrieved.

crash barrier /'kre[ berio/ noun a
strong fence to prevent cars from running off
the road

crash course /'kre[ ko:s/ noun a course
of fast hard study

crash helmet /'kra[ helmit/ noun a hard
hat worn by motorcyclists

crash-land /kre[ 'leend/ verb (of an air-
craff) to land without using the wheels, so
that the aircraft is damaged

crash-landing /kra[ 'lendmy/ noun the
act of landing a plane heavily, without using
the wheels

crass /kres/ adj rude, stupid or coarse, not
caring about what people think. Synonym
insensitive

crate /krert/ noun 1. a large rough wooden
box O The dinner set arrived safely, carefully
packed in a wooden crate. 2. a container for
bottles O The school orders a crate of milk
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every day. O They had a crate of beer in the
back of their car. m verb to put something
into a crate O Every piece of china was
wrapped in paper, and the whole lot was then
crated to be sent to the shipper.

crater /'krerto/ noun 1. a hole made by a
bomb O Over the winter, the bomb craters
filled up with rainwater. 2. a round hole at
the top of a volcano O 4 group of scientists
flew over the crater to monitor the activity of
the volcano. 3. a round hole on the Moon or a
planet, where a meteorite has hit it O 4 map
of the craters of the Moon.

cravat /kra'veaet/ noun a type of scarf worn
by men round the neck inside the shirt collar
(NOTE: The US term is ascot.)

crave /krerv/ verb to want something very
much

craving /'krerviy/ noun a strong desire.
Synonym longing

crawl /kro:l/ noun 1. a very slow speed O
The traffic on the motorway was reduced to a
crawl. 2. a swimming style where each arm
goes over your head in turn O He won the
100m crawl. (NOTE: no plural) m verb 1. to
move around on your hands and knees O The
baby has just started to crawl. 2. to go along
slowly O The traffic was crawling along. 3. 0
to be crawling with to be covered with O
The place was crawling with ants. O The
streets were crawling with police.

crayfish /'kreif1f/ noun a freshwater ani-
mal like a little lobster (NOTE: The plural is
crayfish. An alternative US term is craw-
fish.)

crayon /'kreron/ noun a coloured wax
pencil

craze /kre1z/ noun a new fashion. Synonym
fad

crazed /kreizd/ adj mad, acting wildly.
Synonym irrational. Antonym rational

® crazy /'kreizi/ adj mad O It was a crazy
idea to go mountain-climbing in sandals. O
to drive someone crazy to have an effect on
someone so that they become very annoyed
O The noise is driving me crazy. O All this
work is driving her crazy. O crazy about
very enthusiastic about O He’s crazy about
her. O She’s crazy about ballroom dancing.
creak /kritk/ noun a noise like bending
wood O She heard a creak on the stairs and
sat up in bed. m verb to make a squeaky
noise O The front gate creaks, which means
that we hear when anyone comes into the
garden. O The shed door creaked and banged
all night in the high wind. (NOTE: Do not
confuse with creek.)

creaky /'kri:ki/ adj which makes a creaking
noise

@ cream /kritm/ noun 1. the rich top part of
milk, full of fat O I like strawberries and
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cream. 0 whipped cream cream, beaten un-
til it is stiff and often flavoured with sugar
and vanilla 2. a soft substance used, e.g. for
cleaning O face cream O shaving cream O
shoe cream 3. the top few O the cream of the
medical students ®m adj coloured like cream, a
very pale brown O He was wearing a cream
shirt. © Do you like our new cream carpet? ®
verb to beat into a smooth paste O Cream the
butter and sugar in a bowl. Synonym blend
cream cake /kri:m 'keik/ noun any cake
or pastry filled with whipped cream

cream cheese /kri:m 't[i:z/ noun a soft
white cheese

cream tea /kri:m 'ti:/ noun afternoon tea,
with scones, thick cream and jam

creamy /'kriimi/ adj 1. full of cream O Be-
cause of my diet, rich creamy puddings are a
thing of the past. 2. smooth and liquid like
cream O a tempting piece of creamy cheese
oozing onto the plate O The chocolate pud-
ding is too solid, it is nicer when it is a little
creamier. (NOTE: creamier — creamiest)
crease /kriis/ noun 1. a fold made by iron-
ing O Trousers should have a crease in front.
2. a fold made accidentally O She ironed his
shirts to remove the creases. 3. (in cricket) a
line marking the place where a batsman
stands in front of the wicket B verb to make
folds accidentally in something O After two
hours in the car, my skirt was badly creased
and had to be pressed.

creased /kri:st/ adj showing creases from
having been crushed or folded O Hang up
your clothes as soon as you arrive otherwise
everything will stay creased.

@ create /kri'ert/ verb 1. to make, to invent
something O Do you believe that God cre-
ated the world? O A government scheme
which aims at creating new jobs for young
people. 2. to make a fuss (dated) O Tim's
creating again: he hates having to get
dressed.

@ creation /kri'erf(o)n/ noun 1. a thing
which has been made O For dessert they
served some sort of chocolate and cream cre-
ation. O The model appeared on the catwalk
wearing a pink and blue creation. 2. the act
of creating O The aim is the creation of new
Jjobs for young unemployed people.

® creative /kri'ertiv/ adj full of ideas, al-
ways making something O He's a very cre-
ative child.

creative writing /kri,ertv 'rartiy/ noun
the writing of stories, poems, and other
works of the imagination

® creativity / krizer'tiviti/ noun being full
of ideas, always creating things

creator /kri'eito/ noun a person who
makes or invents something. Synonym
maker. Antonym destroyer
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® creature /'kri:t[a/ noun an animal O Lift
any stone and you'll find all sorts of little
creatures underneath. O We try not to harm
any living creature. O Some sea creatures
live in holes in the sand.

créche /kref/ noun a special room or build-
ing where babies and small children can be
looked after, often on a company’s premises.
Synonym playgroup

credence /'krirdns/ noun a belief that
something is correct or true (NOTE: no plural)
credentials /kri'denfalz/ plural noun let-
ters or documents which describe a person’s
qualities and skills O The new production
manager has very impressive credentials.
Synonym identification

® credibility / kredr'biliti/ noun the qual-
ity of being able to be believed. Synonym
trustworthiness

credible /'kredib(a)l/ adj which can be
believed

@ credit /'kredit/ noun 1. praise for some-
thing which is well deserved O To his credit,
he owned up immediately. O The professor
took all the credit for the invention. O it does
you credit you must be proud of it O Your
daughter does you both credit. o he’s a
credit to the school he’s done well and this
gives honour to the school where he studied
2. the time given to pay O We give purchas-
ers six months’ interest-free credit. O on
credit without paying immediately O We
bought the dining room furniture on credit.
3. the side of an account showing money in
hand or which is owed to you O We paid in
£100 to the credit of Mr Smith. m verb 1. O to
credit someone with to say that someone has
done something good O He has been credited
with making the company profitable again. 2.
to believe O I find that hard to credit. O
Would you credit it? — She’s got married
again! 3. to pay money into an account O to
credit an account with £100 or to credit £100
to an account

creditable /'kreditob(a)l/ adj which does
you credit, which should be praised. Syn-
onym admirable. Antonym shameful
credit card /'kredit ka:d/ noun a plastic
card which allows you to borrow money and
to buy goods without paying for them
immediately

credit limit /'kredit ,limit/ noun the maxi-
mum amount of money that a customer is al-
lowed to spend on credit or charge to their
credit card

credit note /'kredit nout/ noun a note
showing that money is owed

@ creditor /'kredito/ noun a person who is
owed money

credit rating /'kredit reitig/ noun an
amount which a bank feels a customer should
be allowed to borrow
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credits /'kredits/ plural noun the list of
people who helped to make a film or TV
programme

creditworthy /'kreditws:0i/ adj able to
buy goods on credit

credulous /'kredjules/ adj believing any-
thing easily. Synonym gullible. Antonym
astute

creed /kri:d/ noun a statement of what you
believe O Retraining for the unemployed is
one of the government’s creeds.

creek /krizk/ noun 1. a little inlet of the sea
O We sailed along the coast exploring all the
little creeks. O That creek looks too shallow
for us to go up. 2. US a small river O up the
creek in a difficult situation (informal) © If
we don’t get any money by tomorrow evening
we'll all be up the creek.

creep /kriip/ verb 1. to move around qui-
etly O They crept softly down the stairs. O to
creep up on someone to come up close be-
hind someone without making any noise O
The idea is to creep up on the gang as they
are loading the stolen goods into the lorry. 2.
to go along slowly O The traffic was creeping
along the motorway because of the fog. m
noun 1. an unpleasant person who does
things in secret 2. O to give someone the
creeps to make someone shiver with disgust
O I don't like that bank manager — he gives
me the creeps. (NOTE: creeping — crept)
creeper /'kri:pa/ noun a plant which grows
close to the ground or climbs up walls. Syn-
onym climber

creepy /'kriipi/ adj which makes you feel
strangely uncomfortable (informal). Syn-
onym eerie (NOTE: creepier — creepiest)
cremate /kri'mert/ verb to burn a dead
body. Synonym incinerate

cremation /kri'meif(a)n/ noun the burn-
ing of a dead body

crematorium /krema'torriom/ noun a
place where the bodies of dead people are
burnt (NOTE: The plural is crematoria. The
US term is crematory.)

Creole /'krizoul/ noun 1. a person of mixed
African and European family from the West
Indies or from the southern states of the
United States O Thousands of Creoles form
the civil service of the country. 2. a person
who is a descendant of one of the original
French settlers in the West Indies or the
southern states of the United States, espe-
cially Louisiana O She comes from an old
Creole family. 3. the language based on Eng-
lish, with additions from other languages,
spoken in the West Indies and the southern
states of the United States O Chicken gumbo
is a Creole term for chicken stew. B adj
cooked with tomatoes and red peppers,
served with rice O a dish of chicken creole as
a main course
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creosote /'krirasout/ noun a dark brown
oily liquid, used to paint fences to stop the
decay of wood m verb to paint with creosote
O a newly creosoted fence

crepe paper /kreip 'perpa/ noun slightly
crinkly coloured paper

crept /krept/ ) creep

crescendo /kri'fendouv/ noun 1. an in-
crease in sound, especially in music O to rise
to or reach a crescendo to become much
louder O The music suddenly rose to a cre-
scendo. 2. a rising to reach a high point O 4
crescendo of complaints came into the office.
O Protests from the public reached a cre-
scendo with a march on Downing Street.
crescent /'krez(o)nt/ noun 1. a curved
shape, like a new moon O The new moon
hung like a silver crescent over the lake. 2. a
street which forms a semicircle O the beauti-
ful 18th-century houses in Bath’s famous
crescents

cress /kres/ noun a plant whose seedlings
are used for salads, especially together with
seedlings of mustard. » watercress

crest /krest/ noun 1. the highest point
along the length of a mountain or a wave O
Follow the path along the crest of the hill —
the view is splendid. O The crests of some of
the waves reached 30 feet. 2. the highest
point of something O When the president was
elected he was at the crest of his popularity.
3. the feathers on the head of a bird O 4 pea-
cock has a tall coloured crest. O A striking
black cockerel with a red crest. 4. a coat of
arms O His family crest is a red lion. O His
college crest is still hanging on his bedroom
wall.

crested /'krestid/ adj with a crest
crestfallen /'krestfo:lon/ adj depressed.
Synonym downcast. Antonym confident
crevasse /kra'vas/ noun a deep crack in
hard ground. Synonym fissure

crevice /'krevis/ noun a small crack in a
rock or wall

@ crew /kru:/ noun the people who work on
a vehicle such as boat, aircraft or bus O The
lifeboat rescued the crew of the sinking ship.
O The plane was carrying 125 passengers
and a crew of six. B verb to be a member of a
crew O She crewed on the transatlantic
yacht.

crewcut /'kru:kat/ noun a very short
haircut

crewman /'’krurman/ noun a man who is a
member of a ship’s crew (NOTE: The plural is
crewmen.)

crew neck /'kru: nek/ noun 1. a garment’s
round neckline 2. a sweater with a tight
round neck

crib /krib/ noun 1. US a baby’s bed 2. a
model of the scene of the first Christmas dis-
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played in a church at Christmastime 3. a
word-for-word translation or list of answers
to help a student with homework m verb to
copy something (informal) Synonym cheat
(NOTE: cribbing — cribbed)

crick noun a pain in the neck or back m verb
to cause a pain in the neck or back

® cricket /'’krikit/ noun 1. a game played
between two teams of eleven players using
bats and a hard ball O We haven't played
much cricket this year — the weather has been
too bad. O We are going to a cricket match
this afternoon. 2. O it’s not cricket it is not
fair (informal) 3. a little insect which makes a
singing noise

cricketer /'krikito/ noun a person who
plays cricket

cried /kraid/, cries /kraiz/ o cry

@ crime /kraim/ noun 1. illegal acts in gen-

eral O We must try to reduce the levels of

crime in the inner cities. O The government is
trying to deal with the problem of teenage
crime or with the teenage crime problem. 2.
an illegal act O More crimes are committed
at night than during the daytime.

crime prevention /'kraim pri,ven[(d)n/
noun actions such as fitting burglar alarms
and lights to stop opportunities for crime to
be committed

crime wave /'kraim werv/ noun an in-
crease in the number of crimes

@ criminal /'krimin(a)l/ adj referring to il-
legal acts O the criminal justice system O He
has a criminal record. O Stealing is a crimi-
nal offence. ® noun a person who commits a
crime O The police think two well-known
criminals did it. Synonym offender
criminalise /'kriminolaiz/, criminalize
verb 1. to make something illegal 2. to make
someone into a criminal

criminal law / krimin(a)l 'lo:/ noun laws
which deal with crimes against the law of the
land, which are punished by the state. Com-
pare civil law

criminally /'kriminali/ adv so bad as to be
against the law

criminal negligence /krimin(a)l
'neglidzons/ noun acting with the result that
harm is done to other people

criminal record /krimin(s)l ‘'reko:d/
noun a police record that lists any crimes that
a person has been arrested for
criminologist / krimr'nolad3zist/ noun a
person who makes a study of crime and
criminals

criminology /krimi'nolad3i/ noun the
academic study of crime and criminals
crimson /'krimzon/ adj deep red O The
shop had a large crimson heart in the win-
dow on Valentine’s Day. O She was so em-
barrassed, she turned bright crimson. ®
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critic
noun a deep red colour O According to the
Sunday paper, crimson will be the colour to
wear next winter.

cringe /krind3/ verb 1. to bend to avoid a
blow O The little boy cringed when he heard
his father shouting. 2. to be embarrassed O
Seeing the boss trying to make jokes just
makes me cringe. O She cringed when her
son started to play the violin.

crinkle /'’kripk(a)l/ verb to fold or crush
something, making many small creases
crinkly /'krigkli/ adj with many creases or
curls. Synonym wrinkled (NOTE: crinklier —
crinkliest)

cripple /'krip(e)l/ noun a person who is
disabled or has difficulty in walking (offen-
sive) O Cripples sat outside the hotel, beg-
ging for money from tourists. ® verb 1. to
disable someone O He was crippled in a min-
ing accident. 2. to prevent something from
working O The explosion crippled the super-
tanker and she drifted towards the rocks. O
The bus and rail strike has crippled the capi-
tal’s transport system.

crippling /'kriplig/ adj which prevents
someone from doing something

@ crisis /'kraisis/ noun a serious situation
where decisions have to be taken very
quickly O an international crisis O a banking
crisis O to take crisis measures to take mea-
sures quickly to stop a crisis developing O
The government had to take crisis measures
to stop the collapse of the currency.

crisp /krisp/ adj 1. hard, which can be bro-
ken into pieces or crunched O These biscuits
are not crisp any more, they have gone soft.
O Pick an apple off the tree, they're really
very crisp. 2. sharp and cold O It was a beau-
tiful crisp morning, with frost glinting on the
grass. O She could see her breath in the crisp
mountain air. (NOTE: crisper — crispest)
crispy /'krispi/ adj very crisp. Synonym
crunchy. Antonym soggy

criss-cross /'kris kros/ adj with lines
crossing O What is the meaning of the
criss-cross pattern of yellow lines at a road
Jjunction? m verb to go backwards and for-
wards in different directions O We dodged
through the cars, bicycles, carts and pedes-
trians criss-crossing the street.

criteria /krar'trorio/ plural of criterion

@ criterion /krar'trorion/ noun the stan-
dard by which things are judged (NOTE: The
plural is criteria.)

® critic /'kritik/ noun 1. a person who ex-
amines something and comments on it, espe-
cially a person who writes comments on new
plays and films for a newspaper O She'’s the
TV critic of the ‘Times’. O The film was
praised by all the critics. 2. a person who
says that something is bad or wrong O The



critical

chairman tried to answer his critics at the
meeting.

@ critical /'kritik(9)l/ adj 1. dangerous and
difficult O With the enemy attacking on all
sides, our position was becoming critical. 2.
extremely important O He made a critical de-
cision to break off the negotiations. O Criti-
cal relief supplies have been held up at
customs. 3. very serious O The pilot of the
crashed plane was in a critical condition last
night. O The hospital said that her condition
was critical. 4. which criticises O The report
was highly critical of the minister.

critically /'kritikli/ adv in a critical way.
Synonym seriously. Antonym mildly
critical mass / kritik(a)l 'mes/ noun 1.
the smallest amount of material required for a
nuclear chain reaction 2. a point or situation
which must be reached before a change oc-
curs 3. the number of customers or size of
market share that allows a business to begin
to make money 4. the point in software de-
velopment at which a piece of software ac-
quires so many features that it stops being
useful

® criticise /'kritisaiz/, criticize verb to
say that something or someone is bad or
wrong O She criticised the sales assistant for
not being polite. O The design of the new car
has been criticised.

@ criticism /'kritisiz(o)m/ noun 1. a com-
ment O If you have any constructive criti-
cisms to make, I shall be glad to hear them.
2. an unfavourable comment O There was a
lot of criticism of the government’s plan.

® critique /kri'ti:k/ noun a piece of careful
literary criticism. Synonym analysis

croak /krouk/ noun a deep sound, like the
call of a frog or crow B verb to make a deep
sound O The frogs started croaking in the
pond.

crochet /'kroufel/ noun a type of knitting
using one needle with a hook at the end O
The baby was wrapped in a blue crochet
shawl. m verb to make something out of
wool, using a hooked needle O Who cro-
cheted the beautiful jumper you are wearing?
(NOTE: crocheted /'krauerd/ - crocheting
/'krauferin/)

crockery /'krokari/ noun cups, saucers and
plates made from pottery (NOTE: no plural)
crocodile /'krokodail/ noun 1. a large rep-
tile which lives in or near rivers and lakes
and eats other animals O Crocodiles lay on
the banks of the river waiting for the antelope
to come to drink. 2. a long line of children
walking in pairs O 4 crocodile of schoolchil-
dren crossed the road to the swimming pool.
crocus /'krouvkoas/ noun a little spring
flower, in various colours, especially yellow
and purple (NOTE: The plural is crocuses.)
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croissant /'kwason/ noun a rolled pastry,
made in a curved shape

crony /'kravni/ noun an old friend (disap-
proving) Synonym associate (NOTE: The
plural is cronies.)

cronyism /'krouniiz(e)m/ noun giving
jobs to your old friends (disapproving)
crook /kruk/ noun 1. a dishonest dealer O /
don’'t trust the government — they re a bunch
of crooks. O That secondhand car dealer is a
bit of a crook. 2. a bend O She held the baby
in the crook of her arm. 3. a long stick with a
bent top, used by shepherds m adj (in Austra-
lia) ill

crooked /'krukid/ adj 1. bent, not straight
O That picture is crooked. O I don’t think the
wallpaper is straight — it looks crooked to
me. 2. dishonest O The police commissioner
promised to remove any crooked officers in
his force.

crookedly /'krukidli/ adv in a bent way;
not straight

croon /kru:n/ verb to sing in a soft voice

® crop /krop/ noun plants, such as vegeta-
bles or cereals, grown for food O The bad
weather has set the crops back by three
weeks. O We had a wonderful crop of pota-
toes or a wonderful potato crop this year.
Synonym harvest m verb 1. to cut some-
thing short O The photograph had to be crop-
ped to fit the space on the page. 2. (of sheep)
to eat grass so that it is very short O The field
has been cropped short by sheep. 3. (of plant)
to have fruit O The pear trees cropped
heavily this year. (NOTE: cropping -
cropped)

cropped /kropt/ adj cut short

® crop up /,krop 'Ap/ verb to happen sud-
denly (informal)

croquet /'krouki/ noun a game played on
grass

croquette /kro'ket/ noun a small ball of
potato, covered with breadcrumbs and fried
@ cross /kros/ adj 1. angry O The teacher
will be cross with you for missing school. O
Don’t be cross — the children were only try-
ing to help. 2. opposed O they were at cross
purposes they thought they understood each
other but were in fact in total disagreement m
noun 1. a shape made where one line has an-
other going across it, especially one which
forms the symbol of the Christian Church O
Write your name where I have put a cross. O
There is a cross on the top of the church
tower. 2. a breed of plant or animal
which comes from two different varieties
O A cross between two types of cattle. (NOTE:
The plural is crosses.) m verb 1. to go
across something to the other side O She just
crossed the road without looking to see if
there was any traffic coming. O The road
crosses the railway line about 10 km from
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here. O Concorde only takes three hours to
cross the Atlantic. 2. to put one thing across
another O He crossed his arms and looked
annoyed. O She sat down and crossed her
legs. 3. to breed a new animal or plant, etc.,
from two varieties O He crossed two strains
of rice to produce a variety which is resistant
to disease.

crossbar /'krosba:/ noun 1. a bar which
goes across a space, especially a bar which
goes between the posts forming a goal O He
kicked the ball over the crossbar and con-
verted the try. O He almost scored, but the
ball hit the crossbar. 2. a bar which crosses
the frame of a man’s bicycle, from the seat to
the steering column O She sat on his cross-
bar. O Girls’ bicycles normally don’t have
crossbars.

crossbow /'krosbau/ noun a weapon
which fires bolts

crosscheck /'krostfek/ verb to check
again to be sure

cross-country /kros 'kantri/ noun a race
across fields and along paths, not on a run-
ning track O The cross-country champion is a
favourite to win the marathon.

crossed cheque /krost 'tfek/ noun a
cheque which has two lines drawn across it
and can only be paid into a bank
cross-examination /kros 1gzaemi-
'nerf(a)n/ noun the questioning of witnesses
called by the other side in a case
cross-examine /kros 1g'zemin/ verb to
question witnesses called by the other side in
a case, in the hope that you can destroy their
evidence

cross-eyed / krps 'aid/ adj with eyes that
do not face forwards, but look inwards to-
wards the nose (offensive)

crossfire /'krosfaro/ noun gunfire from
two directions, so that the fire crosses

® crossing /'krosiy/ noun 1. the action of
going across to the other side of an area of
water O How long is the crossing from Eng-
land to Germany? 0O they had a rough
crossing the sea was rough when they trav-
elled across it 2. a place where you go across
safely O Cars have to take care at the rail-
way crossing. O level crossing a place where
aroad crosses a railway line without a bridge
or tunnel O The level crossing gates opened
when the train had passed.

cross-legged /kros 'legd/ adj, adv with
one ankle over the other O He was sitting
cross-legged on the floor.

® cross off /kros 'pf/, cross out /kros
'aut/ verb to draw a line through something
which has been written to show that it should
not be there

crossover /'krosouva/ noun 1. a bridge
which takes a road or railway over another

191

crow

road, railway or river © How would a cross-
over help relieve traffic congestion? 2. a
change from one type of artistic work to an-
other O He made the crossover from pianist
to conductor without any difficulty.
cross-question /kros 'kwest [on/ verb to
cross-examine someone, to ask someone a lot
of questions

cross-refer /kros r1'fai/ verb to tell the
reader to look up something in another part
of a book

cross-reference /kros 'ref(a)rons/ noun
a note in a reference book telling the
reader to look in another part of the book for
further information O Please check all cross-
references for accuracy. O Cross-references
are not only useful to readers but also save
time. W verb to refer to something in another
part of a text

crossroads /'krosroudz/ noun a place
where one road crosses another
cross-section /'kros sekfon/ noun 1. a
diagram made to show the inside of some-
thing, as if it had been cut through O The pic-
ture shows a cross-section of the Channel
Tunnel. O Diagram 4 is a cross-section of a
diesel engine. 2. a typical group of people O
The team consulted a cross-section of the
public in the shopping centre.
cross-trainer /kros 'tremo/ noun 1. an
athlete who trains for more than one sport at
a time 2. a shoe designed for more than one
sporting activity 3. an exercise machine in-
tended to develop many different groups of
muscles

cross-training noun training in different
sports such as running and weightlifting, usu-
ally in order to improve performance in one
of the sports m adj designed to be used for
more than one kind of sport

crosswalk /'’kroswo:k/ noun US a place
where you can walk safely across a street
(NOTE: The British term is pedestrian
crossing or zebra crossing.)

crossword /'kroswsid/ noun a puzzle
where small squares have to be filled with
letters to spell words

crotch /krotf/ noun a place between the
tops of your legs (NOTE: The plural is
crotches.)

crotchet /'krot 1t/ noun a note in music
half as long as a minim and twice as long as a
quaver

crotchety /'’krot [1ti/ adjirritable

® crouch /kraut [/ verb to bend down low.
Synonym squat

crouton /'kru:ton/ noun a crunchy cube of
fried bread used as a garnish

crow /krau/ noun a large black bird O The
crows make such a noise in the trees that it
wakes us up. O as the crow flies in a straight
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line O It’s only a couple of miles as the crow
flies, but since there’s no bridge over the
river, it takes over half an hour to drive
there. m verb 1. (of a cock) to make a loud
call O The sound of the cock crowing woke
them all up. 2. O to crow about something
to boast about something O He’s always
crowing about his success with women. O
Stop crowing — just because you've won one
game doesn’t mean you're going to win the
competition. O to crow over someone to be
happy because you have beaten someone or
because someone has made a mistake

crowbar /'krouba:/ noun a heavy metal
bar for opening boxes and lifting things

@ crowd /kraud/ noun a mass of people O
She was cut off from her friends by a crowd
of schoolchildren. O Afier the election, the
crowds were dancing in the streets. O Some-
one in the crowd threw an egg at the speaker
on the platform. O If you travel early, you
will avoid the crowds of Christmas shoppers.
m verb to group together O A/l the rugby fans
crowded into the pub. O The children were
crowding round their teacher.

@ crowded /'kravdid/ adj with a large
number of people O The town gets very
crowded during the holiday season. O The
stands were crowded before the game
started. Synonym overcrowded. Antonym
deserted

® crown /kraun/ noun 1. a jewelled metal
headdress for an emperor, king or queen O
The archbishop placed the crown on the head
of the young king. O The queen received the
ambassadors wearing a heavy gold crown. 2.
(in Britain) the king or queen representing the
state O In England, all swans belong to the
crown. O The Crown Jewels are kept in the
Tower of London. 0 counsel for the Crown
a lawyer representing the state in a trial 3. a
false top attached to a broken tooth O I’'m go-
ing to the dentist to have a crown fitted. ®
verb 1. to make someone king or queen by
placing a crown on his or her head O The
Queen was crowned in Westminster Abbey.
2. to be a splendid or dreadful end to some-
thing O To crown it all, he won the lottery. O
To crown it all, the car caught fire on the
level crossing. 3. to attach a false top to a
broken tooth O The dentist said that the tooth
was so badly broken that he would have to
crown it instead of trying to fill it.
crowning /'kraunig/ noun the act or occa-
sion of a coronation M adj 1. representing
outstanding achievement 2. forming a high
point

@ crucial /'kru:[(o)l/ adj extremely impor-
tant O It is crucial that the story be kept out
of the papers. Synonym vital. Antonym
trivial
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crucially adv
extremely

crucible /'kru:sib(a)l/ noun a pot used for
heating metals

crucifix /'kruzsifiks/ noun a cross with a
figure of Jesus Christ on it (NOTE: The plural
is crucifixes.)

crucifixion / kru:si'fikfon/ noun the act
of killing a person by nailing him to a cross
crucify /'kru:sifai/ verb 1. to nail someone
to a cross as a punishment O Christ was cru-
cified between two thieves. 2. to criticise
someone sharply O My brother would crucify
me if he knew I had used his car without ask-
ing him. O I can’t call her now, she’d crucify
me if [ woke her up.

crude /kru:d/ adj 1. untreated O Beaches
were covered in crude oil from the tanker. 2.
rude, with no manners O He made some
crude gestures at the fans. (NOTE: cruder —
crudest) ®m noun raw petroleum, taken from
the ground O The price of Arabian crude has
fallen.

@ cruel /'kruzal/ adj causing pain, making a
person or animal suffer © You must not be
cruel to your new puppy. O It was cruel of
him to mention her weight problem. (NOTE:
crueller — cruellest. The US spelling is
crueler — cruelest.)

@ cruelty /'kruzslti/ noun the act of being
cruel

cruet /'kru:it/ noun a set of containers for
salt and pepper, which is put on the table
cruise /kru:z/ noun a long journey in a ship
calling at different places O When he retired
they went on a cruise round the Mediterra-
nean. Synonym voyage B verb 1. to go in a
boat from place to place O They spent May
cruising in the Aegean. O The ship cruised
from island to island. 2. to travel at an even
speed O The car cruises very comfortably at
160 kilometres an hour. 3. to win without
much difficulty O He cruised to victory in the
race.

cruise liner /'kru:z laino/, cruise ship /-
'kruzz [1ip/ noun a large passenger ship
which takes people on cruises

cruise missile /kruiz 'misail/ noun a
long-range guided missile

cruiser /'kru:zo/ noun a large warship,
smaller than a battleship © How many cruis-
ers can the Navy send to the war zone?
crumb /kram/ noun a small piece of dry
food such as bread, cake or biscuits. Syn-
onym morsel

crumble /'’krambal/ noun a hot cooked
dessert made of fruit covered with a mixture
of flour, fat and sugar O We are having apple
crumble and custard for pudding. m verb 1.
to break something up into small pieces O He
picked up a lump of dry earth and crumbled

/'kruzfali/ seriously,
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it between his fingers. O As the waves bat-
tered the cliff it began to crumble away. 2. to
collapse O As the witness said what he had
seen, the defendant’s case crumbled. O All
her confidence began to crumble.

crummy /'krami/ adj no good (informal)
(NOTE: crummier — crummiest)

crumpet /'’krampit/ noun a type of round
flat bread, with holes on one side, toasted and
covered with butter

crumple /'’krampal/ verb 1. to crush or to
screw something up into a ball O 7 heard him
crumple up the paper and throw it into the
wastepaper basket. 2. to become full of lines
or folds O Her shirt was crumpled because
she had been lying on the grass. O The box
was full of crumpled bits of paper.

crunch /krant[/ noun 1. the sound of
something dry being crushed O the crunch of
dry snow under his boots 2. a crisis point O
The crunch will come when the firm has no
cash to pay the wages. O if it comes to the
crunch if crisis point is reached O When it
came to the crunch, the other side backed
down. m verb 1. to crush something dry O
The snow crunched under his boots. 2. to
chew something hard which makes a noise
when you are eating O She was crunching an
apple when the phone rang.

crunchy /'krant[i/ adj which makes a
noise when you are eating. Synonym crispy.
Antonym soggy

crusade /kru:'seid/ noun a strong action
to stop or change something O The gov-
ernment has launched a crusade against
drugs. m verb to take part in a crusade O
He has been crusading for more government
action to reduce unemployment. Synonym
campaign

crusader /kru:'serds/ noun a person who
takes part in a crusade. Synonym cam-
paigner

Crusades /kru:'serdz/ plural noun medi-
eval wars against Muslims in the Middle
East, led by Christian kings (history)

crush /kra[/ verb 1. to press something flat
O She was crushed against the wall by the
car. O Crush a piece of garlic and add it to
the soup. 2. to end something completely O
Government troops crushed the student re-
bellion. O All her hopes of getting a better
Jjob were crushed by the report of the inter-
view board. ®m noun 1. a mass of people O
She was hurt in the crush of people trying to
get to the exit. O He lost his briefcase in the
crush on the train. 2. O to have a crush on
someone to have a feeling of love for some-
one you do not know very well (informal) O
She had a crush on her tennis coach.
crushing /'kraf1g/ adj which takes away
all hope. Synonym devastating
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crust /krast/ noun the hard outside layer of
something such as bread or the earth. Syn-
onym coating

crustacean /kra'sterf(o)n/ noun an ani-
mal with a hard shell, usually living in the
sea, such as a lobster or crab

crusty /'krasti/ adj 1. with a hard outside
layer O We had an excellent salad with a
glass of wine and a piece of fresh crusty
bread. 2. getting angry easily O The club is
Sfull of crusty old men nodding in leather arm-
chairs. (NOTE: crustier — crustiest)

crutch /kratf/ noun a strong support for a
patient with an injured leg, formed of a stick
with a holding bar or a T-bar which fits under
the shoulder (NOTE: The plural is crutches.)
crux /kraks/ noun the central point of a
problem

® cry /kra1/ noun 1. a loud shout © No one
heard her cries for help. 2. a sharp sound
made by a bird or animal O The cry of the ea-
gles overhead. O We could hear the cries of
monkeys in the trees. (NOTE: The plural is
cries.) m verb 1. to have tears coming out of
your eyes O The baby cried when her mother
took away her toys. O Cutting up onions
makes me cry. O Many people were crying
when they left the cinema. O to cry over spilt
milk to be upset because of something which
you couldn’t prevent (informal) O It’s no use
crying over spilt milk — what’s happened has
happened. 2. to call out O ‘Hello there’, she
cried.

crypt /kript/ noun a cellar under a church
cryptic /'kriptik/ adj secret and mysteri-
ous. Antonym obvious

crystal /'kristol/ noun 1. a solid chemical
substance with a regular shape O The salt
formed crystals at the bottom of the jar. 2. a
very clear bright glass O a crystal wineglass
crystal ball / kristal 'bo:l/ noun 1. a for-
tune teller’s glass ball 2. a means of predict-
ing what will happen in the future

crystal clear /kristol 'klizo/ adj very
clear, simple to understand

crystalline /'kristolamn/ adj 1. made of
crystals, shaped like a crystal O Crystalline
materials do not always form single regular
crystals. 2. clear and pure like a crystal O The
crystalline water of the mountain stream.
crystallise /'kristolaiz/, crystallize verb
1. to form crystals O Water crystallises to
form snow. 2. to preserve fruit in sugar O We
had a box of crystallised fruit for Christmas.
3. to take shape O Following the meeting, our
ideas began to crystallise.

cub /kab/ noun a young animal, especially a
bear or fox O The cubs played in the sun
while the vixen stood guard. O The bear led
her cubs down to the river.
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Cub /kab/, Cub Scout /'kab skaot/ noun a
member of the young section of the Boy
Scouts

cubby-hole /'’kabi havl/ noun a little dark
cupboard

cube /kju:b/ noun 1. a shape where all six
sides are square and join each other at right
angles (geometry) O The design for the li-
brary is nothing more than a series of cubes.
2. something shaped like a cube O He put two
cubes of sugar in his tea. O The ice cubes
chinked in the glasses. 3. the result when a
number is multiplied by itself twice (mathe-
matics) O 27 is the cube of 3. m verb 1. to cut
something into little cubes O Wash, peel and
then cube the potatoes. 2. to multiply a num-
ber twice by itself O If you cube 6 the result
is 216 (6x 6x6).

cubed /kju:bd/ adj 1. made in little cubes
O a pack of cubed sugar O Put the cubed veg-
etables into the soup. 2. which is multiplied
by itself twice (mathematics) O 27 is 3
cubed.

cube root /kju:b 'ru:t/ noun a number
which if multiplied by itself twice gives the
number you have (NOTE: Do not confuse
with route.)

® cubic /'kju:bik/ adj measured in volume
by multiplying length, depth and width
(NOTE: Cubic is written in figures as 3: 6m?3
= six cubic metres; 10ft® = ten cubic feet.)
cubicle /'kju:bik(o)l/ noun 1. a changing
room in a shop, at the swimming baths O
Look for an empty cubicle and change there.
2. a small room which is part of a larger
room, such as a dormitory O The scout leader
sleeps in a little cubicle off the main
dormitory.

cubism /'kju:biz(o)m/ noun an art move-
ment where colours and shapes are very
important

cuckoo /'kuku:/ noun a bird which has a
cry that sounds like its name and which lays
its eggs in other birds’ nests O When you
hear the first cuckoo you know that winter is
over. O The cuckoo lays its eggs in the nests
of other birds. O a cuckoo in the nest some-
one who comes into a family or organisation
and gradually takes control m adj mad (infor-
mal) O They must be cuckoo! Synonym ec-
centric. Antonym ordinary

cuckoo clock /'kuku: klpk/ noun a clock
where a model of a small bird comes out at
each hour and makes a noise like a cuckoo
cucumber /'kju:kamba/ noun a long dark
green vegetable used in salads or for pickling
O as cool as a cucumber very calm and re-
laxed (informal) © He walked out of the
prison as cool as a cucumber.

cud /kad/ noun food chewed by an animal a
second time
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cuddle /'’kadl/ noun a hug © She picked up
her daughter and gave her a cuddle. Syn-
onym embrace B verb to hug someone O
The little girl was cuddling her teddy bear. O
There was a last chance to cuddle in the taxi
that took them to the airport.

cuddle up / kadl 'ap/ verb o to cuddle up
to someone to hug someone O The children
cuddled up to each other in the big armchair.
cuddly /'kadli/ adj soft and pleasant to hold
or hug

cudgel /'kad3al/ noun a large stick for hit-
ting people O Policemen carrying cudgels
broke up the demonstration. O to take up the
cudgels on someone’s behalf to start to de-
fend someone (informal) O Who's going to
take up the cudgels on behalf of these aban-
doned children? ® verb 0O to cudgel your
brains to think hard O He cudgelled his
brains to remember the author of the book.
cue /kjui/ noun 1. (in a play) words after
which you have to speak or act O He missed
his cue and had to be prompted. O The gun-
shot is your cue to rush onto the stage
screaming. O to take your cue from some-
one to do as someone else does O Watch the
managing director during the negotiations
and take your cue from him. 2. a long stick
for playing billiards or snooker O Before
playing his shot, he put some chalk on the tip
of his cue.

cuff /kaf/ noun 1. the end of the sleeve
round the wrist O The collar and cuffs of his
shirt were dirty and frayed. o speaking off
the cuff, an off-the-cuff speech a speech
made without notes O He was only asked to
speak at the last minute, and, for an
off-the-cuff speech, it was excellent. 2. US a
folded part at the bottom of each leg of a pair
of trousers O This year, slacks with cuffs are
back in fashion. (NOTE: The British term is
turnup.) 3. a hit with an open hand O She
gave him a cuff on the back of the head to
shut him up. ® verb to hit someone O The
parents said he had cuffed the child on the
head. Synonym buffet

cuff-links /'kaf lipks/ plural noun little ob-
jects, usually linked with a chain, which hold
shirt cuffs together

cuisine /kwr'zimn/ noun a style of cooking
(meaning ‘kitchen’) O Chinese cuisine is very
different from European. O French cuisine is
more and more popular in England. Syn-
onym food

cul-de-sac /'kal do sak/ noun a small
street which is only open at one end (NOTE:
The plural is cul-de-sacs.)

culinary /'kalin(o)ri/ adj referring to
cooking

cull /kal/ noun the practice of killing a cer-
tain number of animals in order to keep the
population under control O The deer cull



culminate

takes place in early October. Synonym re-
ject m verb to kill a certain number of ani-
mals in order to keep the population under
control O About 10% of the deer population
is culled each autumn.

culminate /'’kalmnert/ verb o to culmi-
nate in to reach a climax O The race culmi-
nated in a win for the Canadian driver.
culmination / kalmi'nerf(o)n/ noun a fi-
nal point, grand ending. Synonym conclu-
sion. Antonym inception

culpable /'kalpab(a)l/ adj likely to attract
blame. Synonym guilty

culpable homicide / kalpab(a)l
'homisard/ noun murder or manslaughter
culprit /'kalprit/ noun a person or thing
that is responsible for a crime, for something
which has gone wrong. Synonym offender
cult /kalt/ noun a small religious group
cultivate /'kaltivert/ verb 1. to dig and
water the land to grow plants O Fields are
cultivated in early spring, ready for sowing
corn. 2. to grow plants O This field is used to
cultivate new strains of wheat. 3. to do every-
thing to get someone’s friendship O We are
cultivating the new director to try to make
sure we get the contract.

cultivated /'kaltrvertid/ adj 1. who has
been well educated in subjects such as music,
art and literature O A4 really cultivated person
wouldn’t be seen dead in a karaoke bar. 2.
(of a plant) which is specially grown and is
not wild O Wild strawberries have a more in-
tense flavour than cultivated ones. 3. (of
land) prepared for growing crops O From the
air, the cultivated fields were like a brown
and green quilt.

cultivation / kalti'verf(a)n/ noun 1. the
act of preparing the soil and growing plants O
The cultivation of soft fruit is very dependent
on the weather. O under cultivation (of
land) which is being cultivated O He has
sixty acres under cultivation. 2. a good edu-
cation O His lack of cultivation was apparent
as soon as he began to speak.

@ cultural /'kaltf(a)ral/ adj referring to
culture O The French cultural attaché
opened the exhibition. O His cultural inter-
ests are very wide-ranging — from Mexican
art to 12th-century Greek paintings.

@ culture /'kaltfo/ noun 1. a country’s
civilisation, including music, art and litera-
ture O He is taking a course in Russian cul-
ture. O Is a TV in every home really the peak
of Western culture? 2. the cultivation of
plants O The culture of orchids must be done
in warm damp conditions. 3. bacteria grown
in a laboratory O The first part of the experi-
ment is to grow a culture in the lab.
cultured /'kaltfod/ adj 1. civilised, well
educated O Our guide was a very cultured
lady from Vienna. O Such behaviour is not
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acceptable in cultured society. 2. which has
been grown artificially © Only an expert can
tell the difference between a cultured pearl
and a real one.

culture shock /'kaltfo Jok/ noun the
shock which you feel when moving from one
type of society to another which is very
different

cumbersome /'kambos(e)m/ adj large
and heavy. Synonym unwieldy. Antonym
manageable

cumulative /'’kjuimjolstiv/ adj 1. which
is added gradually, especially each year O
The interest on this account is cumulative. O
The cumulative effect of a series of late
nights finally caught up with him and he fell
asleep during the dinner. 2. which grows by
adding new parts O 4 cumulative index is
made up of several different indexes put
together.

cunning /'’kanig/ noun cleverness and
trickery O He showed cunning in his attempts
to get tickets for the concert. m adj clever and
full of tricks O They had a cunning plan to
get into the exhibition free.

cunningly /'’kanigli/ advin a cunning way
® cup /kap/ noun 1. a small bowl with a
handle, used for drinking from O She put out
a cup and saucer for everyone. 2. the liquid
in a cup O He drank two cups of coffee. O
Can I have a cup of tea? 0 to make a cup of
tea to prepare tea, usually in a pot O '/l make
you all a cup of tea. O it’s not my cup of tea
it’s not something I like very much (infor-
mal) O Modern art isn’t really my cup of tea.
3. a tall silver bowl given as a prize for win-
ning a competition O He has won three cups
for golf. m verb to put your hands into the
shape of a cup O He cupped his hands under
the trickle of water. (NOTE: cupping —
cupped)

@ cupboard /'’kabad/ noun a piece of fur-
niture with shelves and doors O Put the jam
in the kitchen cupboard. O The best plates
are in the dining room cupboard. O She
painted the cupboard doors white.

cup final /kap 'fain(o)l/ noun the last
game in a football or rugby competition,
where the winning side is given the silver cup
cupful /'kapful/ noun the quantity which a
cup can hold

cuppa /'’kapa/ noun a cup of tea (informal)

cup tie /'kap tar/ noun a sports match be-
tween two teams as a result of which one
must leave the competition

curable /'kjuorab(a)l/ adj (of a disease)
which can be cured

curate /'kjuarat/ noun a priest who helps a
parish priest

curative /'kjuoratrv/ adj which can cure.
Synonym healing. Antonym injurious



curator

curator /kju'rerta/ noun a person in charge
of a museum

curb /k3:b/ noun 1. something which holds
something back O The company needs to put
a curb on its spending. 2. US the stone edge
to a pavement O He sat on the curb and
watched the cars go past. O Try not to hit the
curb when you park. (NOTE: The British
spelling is kerb.) m verb to hold something
back O She needs to curb her enthusiasm to
spend money. Synonym restrain

curd /k3:d/ noun a solid food made from
sour milk

curdle /'k3:d(o)l/ verb 1. to become or
make something become solid and sour O If
you add lemon juice to milk it will curdle
it. O Milk will curdle in hot weather. 2. O to
make your blood curdle to make you very
frightened O a story frightening enough to
make their blood curdle O One’s blood
curdles at the mere thought of it. D
bloodcurdling

cure /kjua/ noun something which makes a
disease better O Doctors are still trying to
find a cure for colds. m verb 1. to make a pa-
tient or a disease better O / don 't know what’s
in the medicine, but it cured my cough very
fast. 2. to preserve meat, by putting it in salt
O a piece of cured ham O This bacon has
been cured in salt water.

curfew /'ka:fjui/ noun a period when no
one is allowed out into the street. Synonym
restriction

curiosity / kjuori'psiti/ noun 1. wanting
to know about something O [ just asked out
of sheer curiosity. 2. a strange object O The
vase is a real curiosity — I've never seen any-
thing like it before. (NOTE: The plural in this
meaning is curiosities.)

® curious /'kjuarias/ adj 1. strange O She
has a curious high-pitched voice. 2. wanting
to know O I'm curious to know if anything
happened at the party.

curiously /'kjuoriosli/ adv 1. strangely O
The meat has a curiously fishy smell. O Curi-
ously enough, nobody noticed that he had
dyed his hair green. 2. wanting to know O
She peeped curiously into the box.

® curl /k3:1/ noun 1. a lock of hair which
twists O The little girl looked so sweet with
her golden curls. 2. a twist in the hair © My
hair has a natural curl. m verb 1. to make
hair twist round O She curled her hair round
her finger. O She went to the hairdresser’s to
have her hair curled. 2. to twist O my hair
curls naturally O Some creepers curl round
other plants. 3. O to curl up to bend your
body into a round shape O She curled up on
the sofa and went to sleep.

curler /'ka:1o/ noun 1. a roller for curling
hair 2. a player of the sport of curling
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curling /'ks:lig/ noun a Winter Olympic
sport for two teams of four, similar to bowls
onice

® curly /'ka:li/ adj (of hair) with natural
waves. Synonym wavy O curly hair hair
with natural waves in it O She has naturally
curly hair.

currant /'karont/ noun 1. a small round
fruit O 1 have planted some currant bushes. v
blackcurrant, redcurrant 2. a small dried
black grape O a currant bun O fruit cake with
currants, sultanas and raisins in it (NOTE: Do
not confuse with current.)

@ currency /'karonsi/ noun 1. the money
used in a certain country O [ want to change
my pounds into French currency. 2. the state
of being known or accepted O to gain cur-
rency to become better known or more ac-
cepted O The idea that the world was round
began to gain currency in the later Middle
Ages.

® current /'karant/ noun 1. a flow of water
or air O Don’'t go swimming in the river — the
current is very strong. O A warm westerly
current of air is flowing across the country. O
Vultures circle in rising currents of warm
air. 2. a flow of electricity O Switch the cur-
rent off at the mains. (NOTE: Do not confuse
with currant.) m adj 1. referring to the pres-
ent time O What is your current position? O
Who is the current prime minister of Japan?
O Do you have a current timetable? — mine is
out-of-date. 0 what is the current rate of
exchange? what is today’s rate of exchange?
2. widely believed O The idea that the world
was flat was current in the Middle Ages.

® current account /'karont o kaunt/
noun a bank account from which you can
take money at any time (NOTE: The US term
is checking account.)

current affairs /karont o'feaz/ plural
noun the political situation as it is now O We
are studying current affairs as part of our
politics course.

® currently /'karontli/ adv at the present
time O He is currently the manager of our
Paris office. O We are currently in the pro-
cess of buying a house.

@ curriculum /ka'rik julom/ noun the sub-
jects studied in school O I am very glad that
music and drama have been added to the cur-
riculum. O The National Curriculum is fol-
lowed by all British schools. (NOTE: The
plural is curriculums or curricula.)
curriculum vitae /ko rikjulom 'virtar/
noun a summary of someone’s qualifications
and experience

® curry /'kari/ noun an Indian food pre-
pared with spices O I would like a mild curry,
please. O We ordered chicken curry and rice.
(NOTE: The plural is curries.) m verb O to
curry favour with someone to try to please



curry powder

someone O He's just trying to curry favour
with the boss by coming in at seven o ’clock in
the morning.

curry powder /'kari 'pauds/, curry
paste /'kari perst/ noun a hot spicy powder
or paste, used in Indian cooking

® curse /k3is/ noun 1. a swearword O He
threw the letter down with a curse. 2. a magic
word to make something unpleasant happen
to someone O The witch put a curse on the
whole family. 3. something which causes you
problems O Being on call 24 hours a day is
the curse of being a doctor. O Pollution is the
curse of industrialised societies. ® verb 1. to
swear O He cursed under his breath and
marched out of the room. 2. to wish that
something bad should happen to someone
cursed /k3:st/ adj o cursed with having a
problem which is embarrassing or difficult to
deal with O He's cursed with bad breath. O
They 're cursed with noisy neighbours.
cursor /'ksiso/ noun a little arrow or a
bright spot on a computer screen which
shows where the next character will appear
cursory /'ka:sari/ adj quick and not very
careful. Synonym superficial

curt /ka:t/ adj abrupt in speaking

curtail /k3:'te1l/ verb to shorten something;
to reduce something. Synonym limit
curtailment /k3:'terlmoant/ noun the act of
curtailing

@ curtain /'ks:t(9)n/ noun 1. a long piece
of cloth hanging in front of a window O Can
you close the curtains, please? 2. a long
piece of cloth hanging in front of the stage at
a theatre O the curtain will go up at 8.30 the
play begins at 8.30 o it will be curtains for
him he will be finished < to draw the cur-
tains 1. to open the curtains O Draw the cur-
tains — it’s getting cold. 2. to close the
curtains

curtain call /'’ka:t(a)n ko:l/ noun the time
when actors or dancers come out in front of
the curtain to take a bow after the end of a
performance

curtly /'ka:tli/ adv abruptly

curtsy /'ksitsi/ noun a respectful move-
ment made by women or girls, by bending
the knees and putting one foot forward O She
made a curtsy to the queen. » bow m verb 0
to curtsy to someone to make a curtsy to
someone

curvature /'k3:vat[a/ noun being bent into
acurve

® curve /k3:v/ noun 1. a round shape like
part of a circle O The road makes a sharp
curve to the lefi. 2. a rounded shape on a
graph O a steep learning curve the process
of having to learn new skills fast m verb to
make a rounded shape O The road curves
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round the side of the mountain. Synonym
bend. Antonym straighten

curved /k3:vd/ adj with a rounded shape.
Synonym rounded. Antonym angular

@ cushion /'’kuf(e)n/ noun 1. a bag filled
with something soft, e.g. feathers, for sitting
or leaning on O Feel how soft this cushion is.
O Put a cushion behind your back if you find
your chair is too hard. 2. money which al-
lows you to get through a difficult period O
We have a little money in the bank which is a
useful cushion when cash is tight. m verb to
make soft something which could be hard or
painful O Luckily when he fell off the ladder
there was a hedge underneath to cushion his
fall. © She made no attempt to cushion the
blow, but just told them straight out that they
were all being sacked.

cushy /'ku[i/ adj (of a job) easy (informal)
Antonym difficult (NOTE: cushier -
cushiest)

custard /'kastod/ noun 1. o (egg) custard
a sweet sauce, made with eggs and milk, fla-
voured with vanilla, baked until set and eaten
warm or cold 2. (in the UK) a sweet yellow
sauce made with milk and a powder contain-
ing cornflour O stewed rhubarb and custard
O Would you like some custard with your
crumble?

custodial sentence  /ka,stoudial
'sentons/ noun the fact of being legally sen-
tenced to prison

custodian /ka'stoudion/ noun 1. a person
who is legally entrusted to look after some-
one or something 2. a person who guards a
museum or other public building O The mu-
seum custodian was sound asleep and didn’t
hear any noise.

custody /'kastoadi/ noun 1. keeping O The
Jewels were in the custody of the manager,
and he had placed them in the hotel safe. o to
take someone into custody to arrest some-
one O The three fans were taken into police
custody. 2. the right of keeping and looking
after a child O When they were divorced, she
was granted custody of the children. (NOTE:
no plural)

® custom /'kastom/ noun 1. a habit, a
thing which is usually done O It’s a local
custom in this part of the world. 2. the use of
a shop O If the assistants are rude to me
again I will take my custom elsewhere. O to
lose someone’s custom to do something
which makes a regular customer go to an-
other place of business, e.g. a restaurant or
shop O The little corner shops will lose a lot
of custom when the new supermarket is built.
customary /'kastomari/ adj usual
custom-built /'kastom bilt/, cus-
tom-made / kastom 'meid/ adj made to or-
der for a customer



customer

® customer /'kastoma/ noun 1. a person
who buys something in a shop O The shops
are lowering their prices to attract custom-
ers. O She was locking up the shop when a
customer came in. O His shop is always full
of customers. 2. a person who uses a service
such as a train O We apologise to customers
waiting on Platform 5 for the late arrival of
their train.

customise /'kastomaiz/, customize verb
to have something changed to fit your special
needs

custom-made / kastom 'merd/ adj alter-
native for custom-built

@ customs /'kastomz/ noun 1. o H.M.
Customs and Excise the British government
department which organises the collection of
taxes on goods coming into the country and
also collects VAT O He was stopped by cus-
toms. O Her car was searched by customs. O
The customs officer asked her to open her
bag. 2. an office of this department at a port
or airport O to go through customs to pass
through the area of a port or airport where
customs officials examine goods O When you
come into the country, you have to go
through customs. O to take something
through customs to carry something through
the customs area without always declaring it
O She said that her boyfriend had asked her
to take the case through customs for him.

® cut /kat/ verb 1. to make an opening or to
remove something using a sharp tool, e.g. a
knife or scissors O The meat is very tough — I
can’t cut it with my knife. O He needs to get
his hair cut. O There were six children, so
she cut the cake into six pieces. 2. to hurt
yourself by making a wound in the skin O
She cut her finger on the broken glass. O He
cut himself while shaving. 3. to reduce the
size of something O We are trying to cut the
number of staff. O Accidents have been cut by
10%. O The article is too long, so I asked the
author to cut 500 words. 4. O to cut a corner
to try to go round a corner quickly, by driv-
ing on the pavement O He was trying to cut
the corner and hit a fence. O to cut corners
to do things rapidly and cheaply O She tried
to cut corners and the result was that the
whole job had to be redone. 5. to look at
someone and pretend not to recognise him or
her © When I held out my hand she cut me
dead. (NOTE: cutting — cut — has cut) m
noun 1. a place which bleeds when your skin
has been broken O She had a bad cut on her
leg. O Put some sticking plaster on your cut.
2. a mark made in a surface by something
sharp 3. the sudden lowering of something,
e.g. a price or salary O price cuts O cuts in
prices O he took a cut in salary or a salary
cut he accepted a lower salary 4. the act of
stopping the supply of something, e.g. water
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or electricity O There were power cuts again
during the night. 5. a piece of meat O You
can use a cheaper cut of meat if you're mak-
ing stew. 6. a share of something such as
profits O Each salesperson gets a cut of what
he or she can sell for cash.

cut across /kat a'kros/, cut through
/kat 'Orui/ verb to take a short cut to get
somewhere

cut and paste / kat on 'peist/ noun the
act of taking a section of text from one point
and inserting it at another

® cut back /kat 'baxk/ verb to reduce
spending O We are having to cut back on
staff costs.

cutback /'katbak/ noun a reduction in
spending

® cut down / kat 'daun/ verb 1. to make a
tree fall down with a tool such as a saw O He
cut the tree down or cut down the tree. 2. 0 to
cut down (on) to reduce something O We are
trying to get him to cut down the number of
cigarettes he smokes each day. O I'm trying
to cut down on chocolate.

® cute /kju:t/ adjnice. Antonym ugly
cuteness /'kju:tnas/ noun niceness, the
fact of being cute. Antonym ugliness
cuticle /'’kju:tik(a)l/ noun the hard skin at
the base of a fingernail or toenail

cut in /kat 'in/ verb 1. to interrupt some-
one or something O He would keep on cutting
in while I was telling the story. 2. to drive
suddenly in front of another car O Did you
see how the little white car cut in in front of
the black one?

cutlass /'katlos/ noun a short curved
sword, used in the navy and by cavalry
(NOTE: The plural is cutlasses.)

cutlery /'katlari/ noun knives, forks and
spoons (NOTE: no plural)

cutlet /'katlat/ noun 1. a slice of meat, usu-
ally with a bone attached O We were served
veal cutlets with mushroom sauce. 2. a fried
dish made with minced meat, fish or vegeta-
bles formed into the shape of a piece of meat
O She makes delicious fish cutlets.

® cut off / kat 'of/ verb 1. to take away a
small part of something using a sharp tool
such as a knife O She cut off a little piece of
string. O He cut off two slices of ham. 2. to
stop someone from being with someone or
reaching a place O She was cut off from her
friends by a crowd of policemen. O The vil-
lage was cut off by the snow. O The tide came
in and cut off a party of schoolchildren. 3. to
stop a phone call before it is finished O We
were cut off in the middle of our conversa-
tion. 4. to stop electricity or water from
reaching someone O He didn 't pay the bill, so
the company cut off his electricity. O The



cutoff

lightning hit the generator and caused the
power to be cut off.

cutoff /'katof/ something which marks the
end of something O The cutoff point for stu-
dents going to the next level is 80% marks in
the exam. O What is the cutoff date for
applications?

® cut out / kat 'avt/ verb 1. to remove a
small piece of something such as paper by
cutting it from a larger piece O She cut an ad-
vertisement out of the newspaper. O He used
a pair of scissors to cut out the picture. 2. to
stop doing or eating something O She’s de-
cided to cut out sweet things so as to lose
weight. O cut it out! stop doing that! 3. o to
be cut out for something to be ideally suited
for something O I don’t think he’s cut out for
a job in the post office.

cut-price / kat 'prais/ adj very cheap
cutter /'kato/ noun 1. a person who cuts
something O The cutter said he could cut my
piece of glass to any size I wanted. 2. a ma-
chine which cuts something O You need a tile
cutter to cut your tiles to fit the corners. 3. a
small fast boat O The pilot arrived in a cutter.
cutters /'katoz/ plural noun o a pair of
cutters a pair of sharp scissors used for cut-
ting something O A pair of wire cutters will
be useful if we need to get through the fence.
cut-throat /'’kat Orout/ adj vicious or
intense

cutting /'katm/ noun 1. a small piece of
paper cut out of a newspaper O a file of press
cuttings a collection of references to a per-
son or thing cut out of newspapers or maga-
zines O She has a file of press cuttings about
her son. 2. a little piece of a plant which will
take root if stuck in the ground O The cut-
tings I took from your lavender plant are all
growing well. B adj O a cutting remark a
sharply critical remark

cutting edge /katig 'eds/ noun 1. the
sharp edge of a knife O The cutting edge is
blunt and needs sharpening. 2. 0O at the cut-
ting edge of something right at the front of
something O The company is at the cutting
edge of new technology.

® cut up / kat 'ap/ verb 1. to make some-
thing into small pieces by cutting it O She cut
the old towel up into little pieces. O Can you
cut up the meat for the children? 2. to drive
suddenly in front of another car O Did you
see how the little white car cut up the black
one? W adj upset or annoyed (informal) O
She’s rather cut up because her cat has dis-
appeared. Synonym distressed

CV abbr curriculum vitae

cwt abbr hundredweight

cyanide /'saronard/ noun a strong poison
cybercafé /'saibokafer/ noun a café
where you can pay to use the Internet
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cyberspace /'saibaspers/ noun an imagi-
nary place which electronic information such
as emails passes through

® cycle /'saik(a)l/ noun 1. a bicycle O If
your bike’s got a flat tyre, take it to the cycle
shop. 2. a period during which something de-
velops and then returns to its starting point O
Global warming is starting to affect the natu-
ral cycle of the seasons. O The washing ma-
chine broke down in the middle of the spin
cycle. O a business or economic or trade cy-
cle a period during which trade expands, then
slows down, then expands again B verb to go
on a bicycle O It’s hard cycling against the
wind. O She thinks nothing of cycling ten
miles to work every day.

cycle path /'saik(9)l pa:/ noun a special
path for cyclists

® cyclist /'saiklist/ noun a person who
rides a bicycle

cyclone /'saikloun/ noun 1. an area of low
pressure, usually associated with bad
weather. Compare anticyclone 2. a tropical
storm in the Indian and Pacific Oceans,
where the air moves very fast in a circle
round a central area O According to the ship-
ping forecasts, a cyclone is approaching Sri
Lanka. (NOTE: In the Far East this is called a
typhoon; in the Caribbean a hurricane.)
cygnet /'signat/ noun a baby swan
cylinder /'silinde/ noun 1. an object
shaped like a round tube closed at both ends
2. a part of an engine, in which a piston
moves O The car has a six-cylinder engine. O
The engine seems to lack power — maybe it’s
not firing on all six cylinders.

cylindrical /s1'lindrik(o)l/ adj shaped like
a cylinder

cymbals /'simbalz/ plural noun a pair of
round metal plates which are banged together
to make a loud noise (NOTE: Do not confuse
with symbols.)

cynic /'sinik/ noun a person who doubts
that anyone has any good points

cynical /'sinik(a)l/ adj doubting that any-
one has any good points

cynically /'sinikli/ adv in a cynical, mock-
ing way

cynicism /'smisiz(o)m/ noun the fact of
being cynical

cypher /'saifa/ noun another spelling of
cipher

cypress /'saipros/ noun a type of ever-
green tree of the Mediterranean region
(NOTE: The plural is cypresses.)

Cypriot /'sipriot/ adj referring to Cyprus m
noun a person from Cyprus

cyst /sist/ noun an unusual growth in the
body containing liquid. Synonym swelling



cystic fibrosis

cystic fibrosis / sistik fair'brousis/ noun
a disease of the pancreas, a hereditary disease
in which breathing and digestion are difficult
cystitis /s1'startis/ noun an infection of the
bladder which gives a burning feeling when
you pass water

200

czar

czar /za:/ noun 1. the title of the former em-
peror of Russia O a photograph of the Czar
and his family (NOTE: The British spelling is
tsar.) 2. the person in overall charge of some
official organisation O He's the new drugs
czar, with complete responsibility for fighting
drug traffickers and dealing with drug
problems.



D

d /di:/, D noun the fourth letter of the alpha-
bet, between C and E

® DA abbr district attorney

dab /deeb/ verb to give something a light tap
O She dabbed her eyes with her handker-
chief. O She dabbed the cut with cotton wool
soaked in antiseptic. Synonym pat O to dab
something on to apply something by press-
ing lightly O You can dab the paint on with a
little brush. m noun 1. a small quantity O She
put a dab of glue on each corner of the
poster. 2. alittle tap O The nurse gave the cut
a dab with some cotton wool. 3. a type of
small flat fish

dabble /'deb(a)l/ verb 1. o to dabble with
or in something to be slightly involved in
something O As a young man he dabbled in
politics. 2. to play around with your hands or
feet in water O The children dabbled their
toes in the brook.

dachshund /'deksond/ noun a breed of
small long low dog, originally from Germany
daddy /'deedi/ noun a father o the daddy
of them all the best example of something
daddy-long-legs /,dzdi 'log legz/ noun
an insect with very long legs

daffodil /'deefodil/ noun a bright yellow
spring flower

daft /da:ft/ adj silly (informal) Antonym
sensible (NOTE: dafter — daftest)

dagger /'daga/ noun a short knife o they
are at daggers drawn they are very hostile
to each other O The MD is at daggers drawn
with the rest of the directors. O to look dag-
gers at someone to look angrily at someone
@ daily /'deili/ adj happening every day O
daily newspapers such as ‘The Times’ and
the ‘Daily Mail’ O The cooker has been in
daily use for ten years. O There’s a daily
flight to Washington. Synonym everyday O
daily life the things that happen to you every
day O daily routine the things which you do
every day O Buying a newspaper on his way
to work and a bar of chocolate on his way
home is all part of his daily routine. ® noun a
newspaper published every weekday O The
story was carried on the front page of most of
the dailies. (NOTE: The plural is dailies.) m
adv every day O twice daily two times a day

dainty /'denti/ adj delicate and small. Syn-
onym pretty. Antonym clumsy (NOTE:
daintier — daintiest)

dairy /'deari/ noun a place where milk,
cream and butter are processed or sold
dairy farm /'deori faim/ noun a farm
which produces milk, cheese, etc.

dairy produce /'deori ,prodju:s/ noun
milk, butter, cream, etc. (NOTE: The plural is
dairies.)

dais /'deros/ noun a raised area at the end of
a large hall. Synonym platform

daisy /'derzi/ noun a small white flower
with a yellow centre O as fresh as a daisy
very fresh, not tired (informal) O She was at
a party all night, but still came into the office
this morning as fresh as a daisy.

dale /de1l/ noun (in the North of England) a
valley. Antonym hill

dally /'dali/ verb to spend a long time doing
something. Synonym linger

dalmatian /dzl'meif(o)n/ noun a large
white dog with black spots

dam /deem/ noun a wall of earth or concrete
which blocks a river to make a lake O After
the rainstorm people were afraid the dam
would burst. Synonym barrier m verb to
block a river with a wall of earth or concrete
O When they built the power station, the river
had to be dammed. (NOTE: damming -
dammed)

@ damage /'demid3s/ noun 1. the breaking
or physical spoiling of something O The
storm did a lot of damage. O It will take us
months to repair the damage to the restau-
rant. O The fire caused damage estimated at
£100,000. o to suffer damage to be harmed
O The car suffered serious damage in the col-
lision. 2. emotional harm done to a person O
1 hope the experience won't cause the chil-
dren lasting damage. W verb to harm some-
thing O A large number of shops were
damaged in the fire. O Glasses need to be
packed carefully as they are easily damaged.
Synonym injure. Antonym repair

damage limitation /'demidz limi-
terf(e)n/ noun the act of limiting the
amount of damage which will occur



damages

damages /‘demidziz/ plural noun pay-
ment to someone who has been hurt or whose
property has been damaged

damaging /'demid3iy/ adj causing harm
to someone or something

damask /'deemask/ noun a kind of material
with a pattern woven into it, often used for
tablecloths

dame /deim/ noun 1. (in a pantomime) an
old woman played by a male actor O The
dame was played by a famous boxer. 2. US a
woman (informal) O Who's that dame I saw
you with last night? 3. a title given to some
women (NOTE: Dame is the equivalent to
‘Sir for men. As a title, it is written before
the woman’s Christian name, followed by
the surname: Dame Judy Dench.)

dammit /'demit/ noun o as near as
dammit very near (informal) O He made
£10,000, or as near as dammit.

damn /dem/ noun o 1 don’t give a damn
used to say emphatically that you do not care
at all (informal) m verb 1. used to show an-
noyance O Damn it, we re going to be late. O
Damn him, he’s left the front door open! 2. to
severely criticise someone or something O
The new film was damned by the Sunday pa-
pers. 3. to condemn someone or something in
a religious situation O Galileo was damned
by the Church for saying that the Earth
turned round the Sun. W interjused as a mild
swear word to show annoyance O Damn! I've
left my umbrella on the train.

damned /demd/ adj, adv used as a mild
swear word to express annoyance (informal)
o I’ll be damned if I’ll allow her to do that
I will certainly never let her do that o I’ll try
my damnedest to get to the meeting I will
do everything I can to get to the meeting
damning /'demiy/ adj which clearly
proves that someone has done something
wrong

® damp /demp/ adjrather wet O She’d just
had a shower and her hair was still damp. O
The cellar has cold damp walls. (NOTE:
damper — dampest) B noun moisture in the
air or on a surface O The damp makes my
rheumatism worse. B verb to wet something
slightly O The dew has damped the grass.
dampen /'dempon/ verb 1. to make some-
thing slightly wet © Dampen the cloth before
you wipe the floor. O She dampened the
shirts before ironing them. 2. 0 to dampen
someone’s enthusiasm to do something to
make someone less enthusiastic O The bad
weather dampened his enthusiasm  for
sailing.

damper /'dempo/ noun 1. something
which discourages you O Having just been
sacked put a damper on his birthday party. 2.
a plate at the back of a fireplace which regu-
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lates the draught 3. (in Australia) a flat bread
made from flour and water cooked on a fire
dampness /'dempnas/ noun the fact of
being damp. Synonym humidity

damson /'demzon/ noun 1. a small purple
plum O a pot of damson jam 2. a tree which
bears this fruit O We planted a damson in our
garden.

@ dance /da:ns/ noun 1. a way of moving
in time to music O She teaches dance or is a
dance teacher. O We learnt a new dance to-
day. O Scottish dances are very lively. 2. an
evening entertainment for a group of people
where you can dance O The club is holding a
New Year’s dance. O They met at a youth
club dance. m verb 1. to move in time to mu-
sic O There he is — he’s dancing with that tall
girl. O She often goes to discos but never
dances. 2. to move or jump around happily O
She danced into the room and announced
she’d got the job. O The football fans were
dancing in the streets.

dance floor /'da:ns flo:/ noun a specially
polished floor for dancing on

® dancer /'dainso/ noun a person who
dances

@ dancing /'da:nsiy/ noun the action of
moving to music (NOTE: no plural)
dandelion /'dendilaron/ noun a wild
plant, with yellow flowers which have a mass
of little narrow petals

dandruff /'dendraf/ noun small pieces of
dry skin which come off your head

dandy /'dendi/ noun a man who is very in-
terested in clothes (dated) (NOTE: The plural
is dandies.)

Dane /dein/ noun a person from Denmark.
» Great Dane

@ danger /'dend3a/ noun the possibility
of something bad happening, e.g. damage,
failure or getting hurt O When it rains,
there’s a danger of flooding. O The broken
window is a danger to office security. O
There’s a danger we won't get there in time.
O We were warned of the dangers of travel-
ling alone in the desert. 0 out of danger, off
the danger list not likely to die O She was
very ill, but she’s off the danger list now.
danger money /'deind3o ,mani/ noun a
payment for a dangerous job

@ dangerous /'deind3zoras/ adj which can
cause injury or damage O Be careful — that
old staircase is dangerous! O Those electric
wires are dangerous. O Children are warned
that it is dangerous to go out alone at night.
dangerously /'deindzorasli/ adv in a
dangerous way O to be dangerously ill to be
very ill

dangle /'dangsl/ verb 1. to hang freely O
The fish dangled at the end of his line. O
Dirty sheets were dangling over the balcony.



Danish

2. to make something hang freely O She dan-
gled the puppet in front of the baby.

@ Danish /'demif/ adj referring to Den-
mark B noun the language spoken in
Denmark

Danish pastry /,demnif 'peistri/ noun a
sweet pastry cake with jam or fruit folded in
it (NOTE: also called simply a Danish: an
apple Danish)

dank /dapk/ adj cold and damp. Synonym
damp. Antonym humid

dappled /'dap(d)ld/ adj covered with
patches of light and dark colour. Synonym
speckled

@ dare /ded/ verb 1. to be brave enough to
do something O I bet you wouldn’t dare put
your hand into the cage and stroke that tiger.
o I dare say very probably O I dare say
you're right. O to dare not do something to
not be brave enough to do something O /
daren’t go out or I don’t dare go out or I dare
not go out into the street while that man is
standing there. 2. to challenge someone to do
something by suggesting it is cowardly not to
do it O I dared him to go the meeting in his
pink tracksuit. 3. used for telling someone
how angry you are O Don’t you dare do that
again! O How dare you look in my desk
drawers! m noun the act of challenging
someone to do something O He only climbed
on the roof for a dare.

daredevil /'deadev(o)l/ adj not worrying
about danger O His daredevil act on the
tightrope. Synonym reckless. Antonym
staid m noun a brave person who does not
worry about danger O He'’s a daredevil — he
flew his plane under Tower Bridge. Antonym
stick-in-the-mud

daring /'deariy/ adj brave, but foolish at
the same time O That was a very daring thing
to do. O It was very daring of you to ask the
boss for the day off- m noun bravery O The
helicopter pilot showed great daring in try-
ing to rescue the boy from the cliff. Synonym
bravery. Antonym cowardice (NOTE: no
plural)

@ dark /da:k/ adj 1. with little or no light O
The sky turned dark and it started to rain. O
Can you switch the light on — it’s getting too
dark to see. O In Scotland in the summer it
gets dark very late. 2. not a light colour O
Her eyes are dark. O She was wearing a dark
blue coat. 3. with black or brown hair O He’s
quite dark, but his sister has red hair. 4. O to
keep something dark to keep something a
secret O They kept their plans dark from the
rest of the family. O Keep it dark! — I don’t
want anyone to know about it. ® noun 1. the
absence of light O Little children are afiraid
of the dark. O They say cats can see in the
dark. O In the dark, everything looks differ-
ent. O after dark at night-time O You must
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put on your car lights after dark. 2. O in the
dark not knowing anything about something
O I'm completely in the dark about the whole
business. O We want to keep everyone in the
dark about our plans.

dark chocolate /da:k 'tfoklot/ noun
dark brown chocolate which is quite bitter.
Synonym plain chocolate

darken /'da:kon/ verb to become dark.
Synonym blacken. Antonym brighten
darkened /'da:kond/ adj which has been
made dark

dark glasses /da:k 'gla:siz/ plural noun
glasses with lenses made of dark glass, for
wearing in sunshine. Also called shades
dark horse /da:k 'ho:s/ noun a person you
know nothing about and who may win some-
thing such as an election or a race

darkly /'da:kli/ adv in a threatening or
frightening way

® darkness /'da:knas/ noun the fact of
not having any light. Synonym dark o the
building was in complete or total darkness
there were no electric lights on in the
building

darling /'da:liy/ adj lovable, which you can
love © What a darling little car! Synonym
wonderful. Antonym horrible m noun 1. a
name used to talk to someone you love O
Darling! I'm back from the shops. 2. a lov-
able person O She’s an absolute darling! O
Be a darling and fetch me the newspaper.
darn /da:n/ verb to mend holes in clothes O
She hates darning socks. Synonym sew ®
noun a place where clothes have been
mended O You can easily see the darns be-
cause you used a different colour wool.

dart /da:t/ noun a small heavy arrow with
plastic feathers, used for playing the game of
darts O Each player takes a turn to throw his
or her three darts. ® verb to rush somewhere
O The little boy darted across the street. O
We sat by the river and watched the dragon-
flies darting about in the rushes. Antonym
saunter

darts /da:ts/ noun a game for two or more
people, played by each player throwing three
darts in turn at a round board (NOTE: not plu-
ral, and takes a singular verb)

Darwinism /'da:winiz(a)m/ noun a theory
of evolution developed by the scientist
Charles Darwin

dash /de/ noun 1. a small amount O fo-
mato juice with a dash of sauce 2. a little line
in writing or printing, showing a space or to
separate items O The reference number is one
four six dash seven (146-7). 3. a sudden rush
O There was a mad dash to buy tickets. O
While the policeman wasn’t looking she
made a dash for the door. (NOTE: The plural
is dashes.) m verb to rush somewhere O /



dashboard

can’t stop now — I must dash to catch the last
post. O I dashed home to watch the football
on television. O She dashed into a shop so
that he wouldn 't see her.

dashboard /'de[bo:d/ noun the instru-
ment panel in a car

dashing /'de[iy/ adj very smart and
forceful

® data /'derto/ noun statistical information
O The data is stored in our main computer. O
We spent months gathering data on hospital
waiting times. O The data shows that, on av-
erage, germination takes place after two
weeks. (NOTE: Data is often used with a sin-
gular verb, except in scientific contexts: The
data is easily available.)

data bank /'deito bank/ noun a store of
computerised information

@ database /'dertabers/ noun data stored
in a computer, which can be used to provide
information of various kinds. Synonym data
bank

® data processing /deito 'prousesiy/
noun the selecting and examining of data in a
computer to produce information in a special
form. Also called information processing
data protection /'deito protekfon/
noun the practice of making sure that com-
puterised information about people does not
get into the wrong hands

data retrieval /'derto rr'trizv(e)l/ noun
the act of getting back data which is stored in
a computer

@ date /dert/ noun 1. the number of a day in
a month or year, or a day when something
will happen or happened in the past O Put to-
day’s date on the cheque. O What’s the date
next Wednesday? O The dates of the exhibi-
tion have been changed. O The date of the
next meeting has been fixed for Wednesday,
June 10th. O Do you remember the date of
your girlfriend’s birthday? © departure
date, date of departure the day on which
you leave somewhere 2. a time agreed for a
meeting, usually between romantic partners
O We made a date to meet at the Italian res-
taurant. O He asked her out on a date. O a
blind date a meeting arranged between two
people who have never met before 3. a small
sweet brown fruit of the date palm m verb 1.
to write the date on something O The cheque
was dated the 15th of June. O You forgot to
date the cheque. 2. O to date from or back
to to exist since O This house dates from or
dates back to the 17th century. 3. to give the
date of something, e.g. an old piece of wood,
a monument or an antique O The bowl has
been dated to 1500 BC. 4. especially US to
agree to meet someone regularly as a roman-
tic partner O He's dating my sister. 5. to be-
come old-fashioned O Little black dresses
don’'t date.
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dated /'dertid/ adj 1. with a date written on
it O Thank you for your letter dated June
15th. 2. old-fashioned O That advertisement
looks a bit dated now.

date line /'dert lain/ noun an imaginary
line in the Pacific Ocean which marks the
change in date from east to west

dateline /'dertlamn/ noun (in a newspaper)
a heading with the date and place showing
where a report from a foreign correspondent
has come from

® date of birth / deit ov 'b3:6/ noun the
date on which someone was born

date rape noun the act of raping someone
you know, especially on a date ®m verb to rape
someone you know, especially on a date
date stamp /'dert steemp/ noun a device
with rubber figures which can be moved,
used for marking the date on documents or
for marking the sell-by date on goods

daub verb to put a substance such as paint
on a surface in a careless way B noun a small
amount of a substance such as paint put on a
surface in a careless way

@® daughter /'do:ta/ noun a female child of
a parent O They have two sons and one
daughter. O My daughter Mary goes to the
local school.

daughter-in-law /'do:tor n 151/ noun the
wife of a son (NOTE: The plural is daugh-
ters-in-law.)

daunt /do:nt/ verb to discourage or frighten
someone. Antonym encourage O nothing
daunted not discouraged at all O He saw the
crocodile and, nothing daunted, continued to
walk along the river bank.

daunting /'do:ntiy/ adj which seems very
difficult. Synonym intimidating

dawdle /'do:d(9)l/ verb to do something
slowly

dawn /do:n/ noun 1. the beginning of a day,
when the sun rises O We must set off for the
Pyramids at dawn, so you’ll have to get up
very early. O at the crack of dawn as soon
as it starts to be light O The plane leaves at
6.30 a.m. — it means I'll have to get up at the
crack of dawn. 2. the beginning of something
O the dawn of civilisation m verb 1. (of day)
to begin O The day of the cricket match
dawned wet and windy. 2. O it dawned on
him that he began to realise that O It gradu-
ally dawned on him that someone else was
opening his letters.

@ day /der/ noun 1. a period of time lasting
24 hours O There are 365 days in a year and
366 in a leap year. O New Year’s Day is Jan-
uary Ist. O They went on a ten-day tour of
southern Spain. O I spoke to him on the
phone the day before yesterday. O We are
planning to meet the day after tomorrow. O
what day is it today? is it Monday, Tuesday,



daybreak

etc.? 2. O every other day every two days
(i.e., on Monday, Wednesday, Friday, etc.) O
He phones his mother every other day. o the
other day quite recently O The other day I
went for a walk by the river. O one or some
day at some time in the future O One day
we’ll have enough money to go on holiday. 3.
the period from morning until night, when it
is light O She works all day in the office, and
then looks after the children in the evening. O
1t took the workmen four days to build the
wall. 4. the work period from morning to
night o she took two days off she did not
come to work for two days 0 he works three
days on, two days off he works for three
days, then has two days’ holiday o to work
an eight-hour day to spend eight hours at
work each day o to work a four-day week
to work four days each week 5. O those were
the days they were good times we had in the
past O Do you remember spending all night
going round the bars in Hamburg? — Ah!
those were the days! O these days at the pres-
ent time O These days the bus service seems
to get slower and slower.

daybreak /'derbreik/ noun a time in the
very early morning, when the sun is about to
rise. Synonym dawn. Antonym dusk

day care /'der kea/ noun the practice of
looking after people, e.g. small children or
old people during the daytime in a special
centre

day centre /'der ,senta/ noun a place
where old or disabled people can meet and be
looked after during the day

daydream /'derdriim/ noun a dream
which you have during the day when you are
not asleep O He was sitting in a daydream,
with the guidebook on his lap. Synonym rev-
erie m verb to think about other things; not to
concentrate O He was sitting at his desk day-
dreaming about holidays in Greece. Syn-
onym dream

daylight /'deilait/ noun light during the
daytime O to arrive in daylight to arrive be-
fore it gets dark O in broad daylight openly,
in the middle of the day O Three men robbed
the bank in broad daylight.

daylight robbery / deilait 'robori/ noun
the practice of charging very high prices (in-
formal)

Daylight Saving Time / deilart 'servip
tarm/ noun same as Summer Time (NOTE:
no plural)

day nursery /'der ,n3:s(a)ri/ noun a nurs-
ery which is open during the daytime

day of reckoning /der ov 'rekonip/
noun a time when you have to pay for your
mistakes

day release /der r1'lizs/ noun a system by
which an employee is allowed time from
work to attend a course of study
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® daytime /'dertaim/ noun a period of
light between morning and night. Synonym
day O during or in the daytime when it is
light O He sleeps during the daytime because
he works at night.

day-to-day /,der to 'der/ adj taking place
as part of normal life; which goes on all the
time. Synonym everyday. Antonym
unusual

day trip /'der trip/ noun a journey lasting
one day. Synonym excursion

daze /deiz/ noun o in a daze confused, not
mentally alert O He stumbled out of the room
in a daze. O He was wandering around in an
alcoholic daze. m verb to make someone
confused O He was dazed by the news that he
had won the lottery.

dazed /deizd/ adj confused in the mind.
Synonym confused

dazzle /'dez(9)l/ noun a bright light O The
dazzle of the headlights on the wet road
caused the driver to swerve. Synonym glare
(NOTE: no plural) m verb to blind someone
for a moment O She was dazzled by the lights
of the cars coming towards her.

dazzling /'dezliy/ adj (of a light) very
bright

dble abbr double

DC abbr direct current

deacon /'ditkon/ noun a priest who is
lower in rank than a parish priest
deactivate /di:'zktivert/ verb to make
something such as a bomb not active any
more

@ dead /ded/ adj 1. not alive any more O
His parents are both dead. O Dead fish were
floating in the water. O He brushed the dead
leaves into piles. O Six people were dead
as a result of the accident. 0 wouldn’t be
seen dead in would not ever want to be seen
in (informal) O I wouldn’t be seen dead in a
hat like that. O A really cultivated person
wouldn’t be seen dead in a karaoke bar. 0 as
dead as a dodo completely dead or no longer
able to function (informal) © The plan is as
dead as a dodo now that the banks have re-
fused their support. O to drop dead to die
suddenly O He dropped dead in the middle of
the High Street. 2. complete O There was
dead silence in the exam room. O The train
came to a dead stop. 3. not working O the
line went dead the telephone line suddenly
stopped working O [ was talking on the
phone when suddenly the line went dead. 4.
not lively, not exciting O Seaside towns can
be quite dead in winter. m adv 1. completely
O He was dead tired after his long walk. 2.
exactly O You 're dead right. O The train ar-
rived dead on time. ® noun o the dead dead
people O a memorial to the dead of the two
World Wars



dead beat

dead beat /,ded 'bi:t/ adj tired out (infor-
mal) O I was dead beat after moving all those
boxes of books. Synonym spent m noun a
lazy unsuccessful person, who has no money
(slang insult)

deaden /'dedn/ verb to make something
less intense, e.g. to make a sound quieter or a
pain less painful. Synonym soften

dead end /ded 'end/ noun 1. a street or
way which leads nowhere O We drove into a
little street and found it was a dead end. 2. a
point at which you can go no further O A4//
their research has come to a dead end.
dead-end job /,ded end 'dzpb/ noun a
job where there is no hope of promotion
dead heat /ded 'hiit/ noun a race where
two people arrive first together

deadline /'dedlain/ noun a date by which
something has to be done. Synonym time
limit O to meet a deadline to finish some-
thing in time O / don't think we can meet the
deadline. O to miss a deadline not to finish
something in time O They worked as fast as
they could but missed the deadline by two
days.

deadlock /'dedlok/ noun a point at which
two sides in a dispute cannot agree O The ne-
gotiations have reached a deadlock. Syn-
onym impasse O to break a deadlock to
find a way to start discussions again after be-
ing at a point at which no agreement was pos-
sible ® verb to be unable to agree to continue
negotiations O Talks have been deadlocked
for ten days.

® deadly /'dedli/ adj, adv 1. which will kill
O Don'’t eat those mushrooms — they re deadly
poisonous. O The female spider is deadlier
than the male. 2. very serious or bitter O They
are deadly rivals. O He was deadly serious.
(NOTE: deadlier — deadliest)

deadpan adj, adv not showing your feel-
ings in your face

dead wood /ded 'wud/ noun people or
things that are considered to be of no worth
@ deaf /def/ adj not able to hear, or having
difficulty in hearing O My grandma is going
deaf. O He's deafer than he used to be.
(NOTE: Some people avoid this term as it
can cause offence and prefer hear-
ing-impaired.) o to be stone deaf to be
completely deaf O to turn a deaf ear to
something not to agree to what someone is
asking for m noun o the deaf people who
cannot hear O Their son goes to a school for
the deaf.

deaf-and-dumb /,def an 'dam/ adj not
able to hear or speak (dated) (NOTE: Some
people avoid this term as it can cause
offence.)

deafen /'def(o)n/ verb to make someone
deaf for a time
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deafening /'def(o)niy/ adj so loud as to
make you unable to hear. Antonym
noiseless

deaf mute /def 'mju:t/ noun a person who
cannot hear or speak (dated offensive)
deafness /'defnoas/ noun the state of being
deaf (NOTE: no plural)

@ deal /di:l/ noun 1. o a good or great deal
much O He's feeling a good deal better afier
two days off work. O She didn’t say a great
deal. O a good deal or great deal of a lot of
O He made a good deal of money from his
business. O There’s a great deal of work still
to be done. 2. a business affair, an agreement
or contract O We've signed a deal with a
German firm. O They did a deal to supply en-
velopes. O The sales director set up a deal
with a Russian bank. 0 a bad or rough or
raw deal bad treatment O She got a rough
deal from the firm. 3. wood from a pine tree
O a deal table m verb 1. O to deal in some-
thing to buy and sell something O She deals
in carpets and rugs imported from India. 2.
to hand out playing cards to players O It’s my
turn to deal. O He dealt me two aces. (NOTE:
dealing — dealt /delt/)

® dealer /'di:lo/ noun a person who buys
and sells things. Synonym trader
dealership /'dislofip/ noun 1. the
authorisation to sell certain products or ser-
vices O He was granted a dealership for
Ford cars. 2. a business run by an authorised
dealer O He has a large car dealership.
dealing /'di:lig/ noun the practice of buy-
ing and selling things

dealings /'di:ligz/ plural noun business or
affairs

® deal with /'di:l wid/ verb 1. to concern
yourself with or handle something or some-
one O The job involves dealing with the pub-
lic. O Leave it to the filing clerk — he’ll deal
with it. O We will deal with your order as
soon as we can. O The government has to
deal with the problem of teenage crime. 2. to
be about a subject O The report deals with
travel insurance.

dean /diin/ noun 1. a person in charge of
priests in a cathedral O He was appointed
Dean of St Paul’s. 2. a person in charge of
teachers at a university O the Dean of the
Arts Faculty

® dear /dio/ adj 1. well liked, loved O She’s
a very dear friend of mine. O We had a letter

from dear old Mrs Smith. 2. o Dear Sir or

Madam addressing a man or woman whom
you do not know, or addressing a company
(used at the beginning of a letter) o Dear
Sirs addressing a company o Dear Mr or
Mrs or Miss or Ms Smith addressing a man
or woman whom you know 0 Dear James or
Julia addressing a friend or a person you do
business with 3. costing a lot of money O



dearest

Fresh fruit is always dearer in the winter. O
That restaurant is too dear for me. (NOTE:
dearer — dearest) m interj meaning how an-
noying O Oh dear! It’s started to rain. O
Dear me! Is that how late it is! ® noun a way
of referring to someone you like O Be a dear,
and pass me my glasses. O Did you have a
good day at the office, dear?

dearest /'diorast/ adj most loved (dated)
dearly /'didli/ adv 1. very much o I'd
dearly like to go to Cuba on holiday. O She
loved her old cat dearly, and was very sad
when he died. 2. at a high cost, especially in
terms of pain or suffering O She became a
highly paid executive, but paid dearly for the
privilege.

dearth /ds:0/ noun a shortage of some-
thing. Synonym lack. Antonym glut

@ death /de®/ noun 1. the act of dying or
the state of being dead O She never got over
her mother’s death. O Road accidents caused
over 1,000 deaths last year. O to put some-
one to death to execute someone 2. O to
death completely (informal) O He was bored
to death sitting watching football on televi-
sion. O I am sick to death of always having to
do the housework.

deathbed /'deBbed/ noun a bed on which
someone is dying

death certificate /'de6 so,tifikot/ nouna
paper signed by a doctor which shows that
someone has died and what was the cause of
death

death duty /'de6 dju:ti/ noun US a tax
paid on the value of the things left by a dead
person (NOTE: The British term is inheri-
tance tax.)

deathly /'de6li/ adv as if dead O As she
read the letter she turned deathly pale. Syn-
onym extremely. Antonym slightly m adj
like death O He gave a cheery ‘Hello there!’
as he walked in, only to be greeted by a
deathly silence. Synonym deadly

death penalty /'de6 ,pen(a)lti/ noun a le-
gal sentence of a criminal to be executed
death rate /'de6 re1t/ noun the percentage
of deaths per thousand of population

death sentence /'def ,sentons/ noun a
punishment of a court by which a person is
sentenced to be executed

death squad /'ded skwod/ noun a group
of soldiers or other armed people, who are
sent to kill enemies of the people in power
death throes /'de® Orouz/ plural noun
great suffering just before death

death toll /'de6 toul/ noun the number of
people who have been killed, e.g. in an acci-
dent or an earthquake

deathtrap /'debtreep/ noun a dangerous
place (informal)
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débacle /der'ba:k(a)l/ noun a sudden de-
feat or collapse

debar /di'bai/ verb to prevent someone
from doing something

debase /di'bers/ verb to reduce the worth
or the quality of something

debatable /di'bertob(a)l/ adj not abso-
lutely certain. Synonym arguable. Antonym
settled

@ debate /di'bert/ noun 1. a discussion O
After his talk the professor had a lively de-
bate with the students. O There has been
some debate among experts about whether
global warming is really taking place. 2. a
formal discussion ending with a vote O a de-
bate on increasing student fees m verb 1. to
consider or discuss a subject 2. to discuss
something carefully before coming to a deci-
sion O We sat in the rain and debated what to
do next.

debauched /di'bo:t [t/ adj spending your
life in wild living and sexual pleasure. Syn-
onym decadent

debauchery /di'bo:t [ari/ noun the fact of
living a wild life. Antonym morality
debilitating /dr'bilitertiy/ adj which
makes you weak

debit /'debit/ noun 1. money which is paid
out or taken out of an account O Your bank
statement gives a list of credits and debits at
the end of each month. 2. money which is
owed O a debit balance m verb O to debit
money to an account, to debit an account
with money to deduct money from an ac-
count O The whole bill was debited to my ac-
count. O My account was debited with the
whole bill. <& on the debit side 1. owing 2.
reasons for not doing something

debit card /'debit ka:d/ noun a plastic
card, similar to a credit card, but which auto-
matically debits your account when you buy
something

debrief verb to ask someone for informa-
tion about an important job which he or she
has just done m noun same as debriefing
debriefing /di:'bri:fiy/ noun a meeting at
which someone gives information about an
important job which he or she has just done.
Synonym debrief

debris /'debri:/ noun pieces of something,
e.g. a demolished building or crashed
aircraft. Synonym wreckage (NOTE: no
plural)

@ debt /det/ noun money owed to someone
O Her debts are mounting up. O to be in debt
to owe money O He is in debt to the tune of
£2,500. o to get into debt to start to owe
money O to be out of debt not to owe money
any more. » in the red

debt collector /'det ko lekto/ noun a per-
son who collects money owed to other people



debtor

® debtor /'dets/ noun a person who owes
money. Synonym borrower

debt relief /'det r1,lizf/ noun the practice
of a rich country allowing a poor country not
to pay back its debt

debug /di:'bag/ verb 1. to remove hidden
microphones from a place 2. to remove errors
from a computer program  (NOTE:
debugged)

debunk /di:'bank/ verb to show that some-
thing is not true

debut /'deibju:/ noun the first public ap-
pearance of someone such as an actor

@ decade /'dekerd/ noun a period of ten
years O during the last decade of the 20th
century

decadent /'dekad(e)nt/ adj which is de-
clining in moral values. Synonym
debauched

decaf, decaff noun /'di:keef/ a drink, e.g.
coffee or cola, which has had the caffeine re-
moved W adj which has had the caffeine
removed

decaffeinated /di:'kafinertid/ adj with
all caffeine removed

decamp /di'’kemp/ verb to go away unex-
pectedly. Synonym run away

decant /di'kent/ verb to pour wine from a
bottle into another container, so as to remove
the sediment. Antonym fill

decanter /di'kento/ noun a glass bottle in
which an alcoholic drink such as whisky or
sherry is stored for a time

decapitate /di'kapitert/ verb to cut off
someone’s head. Synonym behead
decapitation /dr keepr'terf(o)n/ noun the
act of cutting off someone’s head
decathlete /dek'®0li:t/ noun an athlete
who competes in the decathlon

decathlon /dr'ke6lon/ noun an athletic
contest for men, covering ten events, held
over two days

decay /di'ker/ noun the process of rotting
or of falling into ruin O The government has
plans to deal with inner city decay. O Tooth
decay is especially bad in children who eat
sweets. O You must treat the wood to prevent
decay. (NOTE: no plural) m verb to rot, to fall
into ruin O Sugar makes your teeth decay. O
The jungle path was blocked by decaying
branches.

deceased /di'si:st/ noun a person who has
died (formal) O The deceased’s will was read
out by the solicitor. Synonym corpse
deceit /di'si:t/ noun the practice of trying
to trick someone into paying money or trying
to make someone believe something which is
not true. Synonym dishonesty (NOTE: no
plural)

deceitful /dr'siitf(o)l/ adj often tricking
people. Synonym dishonest
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deceive /di'siiv/ verb to trick someone, to
make someone believe something which is
not true

decelerate /di:'seloreit/ verb (of a vehi-
cle) to go more slowly. Synonym slow
down

deceleration /di: selo're1f(a)n/ noun the
action of going more slowly

® December /di'semba/ noun the twelfth
and last month of the year, after November
and before January O December 6 O She was
born in December. O His birthday is Decem-
ber 25th — Christmas Day! O They always go
on a skiing holiday in December. O Today is
December 6th. (NOTE: December 6th or De-
cember 6: say ‘the sixth of December’ or
‘December the sixth’ or in US English ‘De-
cember sixth’.)

decency /'di:s(e)nsi/ noun honour; good
morals (NOTE: no plural)

@ decent /'dirs(o)nt/ adj 1. honest O The
boss is a hard-working decent man. 2. quite
good O She earns a decent salary. 3. prop-
erly dressed, wearing clothes O You can'’t
come in yet — I'm not decent.

decentralise /di:'sentrolaiz/, decentral-
ize verb to move power, authority or action
from a central point to local areas. Synonym
devolve. Antonym centralise

® deception /di'sepfon/ noun the practice
of telling a lie in order to trick someone, es-
pecially into giving you money

deceptive /di'septiv/ adj not as it seems.
Antonym reliable 0 appearances are de-
ceptive things are not always what they ap-
pear to be on the surface

deceptively /dr'septivli/ adv not as it
seems

decibel /'desibel/ noun a unit for measur-
ing the loudness of a sound

@ decide /di'said/ verb to make up your
mind to do something O Have you decided
which restaurant to go to? O They decided to
stay at home and watch TV.

@ decide against /di'said 9,genst/ verb
to make up your mind not to do something O
She decided against spending her money on a
new car.

decided /di'saidid/ adj 1. o a decided
tone or manner a firm tone or manner 2. cer-
tain or obvious O There’s a decided differ-
ence between French and Spanish wines.
decidedly /di'saididli/ adv 1. certainly O
He’s decidedly fatter than he was before he
went on holiday. O It’s decidedly colder this
week. 2. in a firm manner O ‘I'm not going
with you’, she said decidedly.

deciduous /di'sidjuas/ adj (of a tree) los-
ing its leaves in the winter. Compare
evergreen



decimal

decimal /'desim(o)l/ noun a fraction ex-
pressed as tenths, hundredths and thou-
sandths O Three-quarters is 0.75 in decimals.
O to three places of decimals, to three deci-
mal places with three figures shown after the
decimal point O 67 divided by 13 gives 5.154
to three places of decimals.
decimal point /'desim(a)l point/ noun a
dot used to show the division between whole
numbers and parts of numbers in decimals,
such as 2.05
COMMENT: The decimal point is used in the
USA and Britain: 4.75%. In most European
countries a comma is used to show the deci-
mal: 4,75%.
decimate /'desimert/ verb 1. to kill people
in large numbers. Synonym devastate 2. to
reduce something by a large amount O Ger-
man forests have been decimated by acid
rain. O Our sales have been decimated by the
rise in the value of the pound.
decipher /di'saifo/ verb to read or make
out something which has been badly written
or written in code. Synonym decode. Ant-
onym encode
® decision /di'si3(a)n/ noun the act of
making up your mind to do something O to
come to or reach or take a decision to de-
cide to do something O They talked for hours
but didn’t come to any decision. O He
thought about the job offer, but, in the end,
took the decision to stay where he was.
® decisive /di'saisiv/ adj 1. firm and con-
fident © He was nervous but tried to sound
decisive. 2. which brings about a result O The
second and decisive round of voting takes
place next Sunday. O Her action was decisive
in obtaining the release of the hostages.
deck /dek/ noun 1. a floor of a ship or bus O
I'll stay on deck because I'm feeling seasick.
O Let’s go up to the top deck — you can see
the sights better from there. 2. US a set of
playing cards O She shuffled the deck. (NOTE:
The British term is pack of cards.) 3. US a
wooden platform on the outside of a house O
We had drinks outside on the deck. 4. an ap-
paratus for playing cassettes
deckchair /'dekt fea/ noun a long folding
canvas chair for sitting in the sun
deckhand /'dekhand/ noun a sailor who
does various jobs on the deck
decking /'dekiy/ noun pieces of wood
used to make a platform outside a house
® declaration /,deklo'rerf(o)n/ noun an
official statement
@ declare /di'kles/ verb 1. to state some-
thing officially O The Senator declared his
intention to run for President. O She was de-
clared dead on arrival at hospital. O It was
declared that Mrs Broom was elected chair
by 46 votes. 2. to list the goods you are carry-
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ing on which you may need to pay customs
duty O The customs officials asked him if he
had anything to declare. O Go through the
green channel if you have nothing to declare.
declassified /di:'klesifaid/ adj (of infor-
mation) which has been officially declared to
be no longer secret

@ decline /di'klam/ noun the fact of going
downwards O a welcome decline in the num-
ber of cases of pollution O Sales figures have
gone into a sharp decline. Synonym deterio-
ration m verb 1. to refuse or to turn down an
invitation or offer O She declined their re-
quest. O He declined to come to lunch. 2. to
become weaker O He declined rapidly after
he went into hospital. 3. to become less in
numbers or amount O Qur sales declined
over the last year. O The fish population has
declined sharply.

decode /di:'koud/ verb to translate a coded
message into normal writing. Synonym deci-
pher. Antonym encode

decolonisation /di:,kolonar'zeif(a)n/,
decolonization noun the giving of inde-
pendence to a state by the country that once
controlled it

decommission / di:ka'mif(a)n/ verb to
stop using something such as a weapon
decompose / ditkom'pauz/ verb (of or-
ganic material) to rot. Synonym rot
decomposition /,dizkompa'zif(o)n/
noun the process of rotting. Synonym decay
(NOTE: no plural)

decompress /,di:kom'pres/ verb 1. to re-
duce the pressure in something 2. to expand a
computer file that has been stored in a
smaller space to its full size
decongestant /,dizkon'dzestont/ noun a
medicine which makes something such as a
blocked nose less congested

deconstruct / dizkon'strakt/ verb to ana-
lyse the way language works in literary texts.
Synonym critique

® decorate /'dekorert/ verb 1. to paint a
room or a building or put new wallpaper in a
room O She can’t come to the phone — she’s
decorating the kitchen. 2. to cover something
with pretty or colourful things to make it look
attractive or to celebrate an occasion O The
streets were decorated with flags. 3. to put
icing on a cake O Christmas cakes are deco-
rated with white icing. 4. to award someone a
medal O He was decorated for bravery.

® decoration /,deko'rerf(a)n/ noun 1. the
action of decorating a place O She is in
charge of the decoration of the church for the
wedding. 2. the action of painting a room or
building O The decoration of the town hall
took over a year. 3. things added to make
something more attractive O The only deco-
ration allowed was a pattern of geometric
shapes. 4. a medal O He went to Buckingham



decorative

Palace to receive his decoration from the
Queen. O Old soldiers were wearing their
decorations for the November 11th parade.
decorative /'dek(a)rativ/ adj pleasant to
look at; serving as a decoration. Antonym
ugly

decorator /'dekoreito/ noun a person who
paints the inside and outside of buildings
decorum /di'ko:rom/ noun the practice of
being well behaved. Synonym dignity. Ant-
onym abandon (NOTE: no plural)

decoy noun /'di:ko1/ an object or a person
that is placed to attract and trap something O
When they go duck shooting, they use
wooden duck decoys which they float on the
water. O They used a woman police officer to
act as a decoy to try to trap the mugger. Syn-
onym lure m verb /di'ko1/ to attract and trap
something or someone. Synonym entice
decrease noun /'dizkrizs/ the fact of fall-
ing or becoming less O a decrease in traffic
O Sales show a 10% decrease on last year. O
There has been a decrease of 20% in appli-
cations to join the club. Synonym reduction
O to be on the decrease to be falling O Road
accidents are on the decrease. m verb /di-
'krizs/ to fall or become less O The number of
road accidents is decreasing. O Applications
to join have decreased by 20%.

decree /di'kri:/ noun a legal order which
has not been voted by a parliament O The
President has issued a decree banning short
dresses. Synonym ruling. Antonym request
o by royal decree by a decree from a king or
queen W verb to state something as a legal or-
der O The President has decreed that every-
one must work on Saturdays.

decrepit /di'krepit/ adj old, feeble and
falling to pieces

decriminalise /di:'kriminolaiz/, decrim-
inalize verb to make something or an action
no longer a crime

decry /di'krai/ verb to criticise something
or say that something is bad. Synonym criti-
cise. Antonym praise

dedicate /'dedikert/ verb 1. to place a
church under the patronage of a saint O The
chapel was dedicated to St Christopher in the
13th century. 2. to offer a book to someone
as a mark of respect or affection O He dedi-
cated his collection of poems to his wife. 3. to
spend all your life doing something O She
dedicated her life to the service of the poor.
dedicated /'dedikertid/ adj 1. giving a lot
of time and effort to achieve something O
Her life was saved by the dedicated surgical
team at the hospital. 2. reserved for a particu-
lar task O There’s one dedicated graphics
workstation in the network.

® dedication /dedi'kerf(o)n/ noun 1.
spending your life doing something O Her
dedication and hard work are admirable. 2. a
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note printed at the beginning of a book or
play, where the author offers his or her work
to someone as a mark of respect or affection
deduce /di'dju:s/ verb to conclude some-
thing from examining the evidence (formal)
deduct /di'dakt/ verb to remove an amount
from a sum of money. Synonym subtract o
tax deducted at source tax which is re-
moved from something, e.g. wages or interest
payments, before the money is paid
deductible /di'daktib(a)l/ adj likely to be
deducted

deduction /di'dakfon/ noun 1. a conclu-
sion reached O Their deduction was correct.
O by a process of deduction by looking at
the evidence and reaching a conclusion 2. a
sum of money which is taken away O There
is an automatic deduction for insurance. O
Net wages are wages after deduction of tax
and social security payments.

® deed /di:d/ noun an act, especially a no-
ble one O stories of great deeds performed
during the war

deed poll /'di:d paul/ noun a legal docu-
ment, signed by one party only, used when
someone changes his or her name

® deem /di:m/ verb to consider something
or someone to be something (formal)

@ deep /di:p/ adj 1. which goes a long way
down O The water is very deep in the middle
of the river. O This is the deepest lake in
North America. O In the shallow end of the
pool, the water is only a few centimetres
deep. » depth 2. (of a colour) dark O a deep
brown carpet 3. felt very strongly O We want
to express our deepest admiration for what
you have done. 4. o deep in thought ab-
sorbed by thought O She sat in a corner, deep
in thought. 5. (of a sound) low O Who's been
sitting on my chair? said Father Bear in his
deep voice. (NOTE: deeper — deepest) m
adv a long way down O The mine goes deep
under the sea.

deepen /'di:pan/ verb 1. to become deeper
O The water deepened as he walked out into
the lake. 2. to make something become
deeper O They re going to deepen the chan-
nel so that bigger boats can use the har-
bour.3. to become more difficult to under-
stand O The mystery deepened.

deep end /'di:p end/ noun the end of a
swimming pool where the water is deep O to
throw someone in at the deep end to give
someone a difficult job to start with, to start
someone on a new job without any prepara-
tion (informal) © When she started her teach-
ing career she was thrown in at the deep end
by having to teach a class of 15-year-old
boys. O to go off the deep end to get very an-
noyed (informal) O He went off the deep end
when he heard that his car had been stolen
again.



deep-freeze

deep-freeze /di:p 'fri:z/ noun a freezer, a
refrigerator for freezing food and keeping it
frozen O [’ll put the chicken in the
deep-freeze until next week. ® verb to freeze
food and keep it frozen O We deep-fieeze a
lot of the vegetables from our garden. O He
bought some deep-frozen shrimps.
deep-fried / di:p 'fraid/ adj which has
been cooked in a deep pan of boiling oil or
fat

deep-fry /'di:p frai/ verb to cook food in
deep boiling oil or fat

® deeply /'di:pli/ adv 1. very much 0 We
deeply regret having to make so many people
redundant. 2. O to sleep deeply to sleep
without waking O After taking the drug she
slept deeply for ten hours.

deep-rooted /,di:p 'ru:tid/ adj which you
have had for a long time and which you feel
strongly

deep-sea /'di:p 'sii/ adj in the deepest part
of the sea

deep-seated / di:p 'sirtid/ adj that has
lasted a long time and will be difficult to
change. Synonym innate

deep-set / di:p 'set/ adj (of eyes) which
have deep sockets

Deep South /di:p 'savb/ noun the South-
ern States of the United States

deer /d1a/ noun a wild animal of which the
male has long horns or antlers, and which is
often hunted (NOTE: Do not confuse with
dear. The plural is deer; the female is a
doe, the male is a stag, the young are
fawns. Note also that the meat from a deer
is called venison.)

deface /di'fers/ verb to damage the surface
of something by writing on or scratching it.
Synonym damage. Antonym renovate

de facto /der 'feektou/ adj ‘in fact’, exist-
ing in fact, even though perhaps not legally.
Compare de jure

defamation /,defo'merf(a)n/ noun o def-
amation of character the act of ruining
someone’s character by saying or writing
rude things about him or her

defamatory /di'feemot(o)ri/ adj which is
done to ruin someone’s reputation. Synonym
insulting. Antonym complimentary
default /di'fo:lt/ noun 1. o to be in default
to have failed to carry out the terms of a con-
tract 2. a set way of working ® verb to fail to
carry out the terms of a contract 0 to default
on payments not to make payments which
are due O He paid his mortgage regularly for
six months and then defaulted on the
payments.

defaulter /di'folto/ noun 1. a person who
defaults O There are heavy penalties for de-
Sfaulters. 2. (in the army) a soldier who is be-
ing punished

211

defend

® defeat /di'fi:t/ noun the loss of a fight,
vote or game O The government suffered a
defeat in Parliament last night. O It was the
team’s first defeat for two years. m verb to
beat someone in a fight, game or vote O The
proposal was defeated by 10 votes to 3. O
The ruling party was heavily defeated in the
presidential election. O Qur team has not
been defeated so far this season.

defecate /'defokeit/ verb to pass waste
matter from the bowels through the anus (for-
mal) Synonym excrete

defecation /,defa'kerf(o)n/ noun the ac-
tion of defecating

defect noun /'di:fekt/ a fault © There must
be a defect in the computer program. Syn-
onym flaw m verb /di'tekt/ o to defect (to
the enemy) to leave your country and join
the enemy O She defected while on a tour of
South East Asia.

defection /di'fek fon/ noun the act of leav-
ing your country or party and going over to
the side of the enemy or opposition
defective /dr'fektiv/ adj faulty

defector /di'fekta/ noun a person who de-
fects to the enemy. Synonym traitor. Ant-
onym loyalist

® defence /di'fens/ noun 1. protection
against something, e.g attack or infection. O
Several people ran to her defence when she
was attacked by muggers. O These tablets of-
fer a limited defence against the disease. 2.
protection provided by the armed forces O
Some countries spend more on defence than
on education. 0O the Ministry of Defence the
government department dealing with the
army, navy and air force 3. (in games) a part
of a team whose job is to protect the goal O
The England defence came under attack from
the Brazilian forwards. 4. 0O a defence coun-
sel lawyer who represents the defendant in a
lawsuit 5. (in a law court) the lawyers acting
for the accused person (NOTE: [all senses]
The US spelling is defense.)
defenceless /di'fenslos/ adj not able to
protect yourself (NOTE: The US spelling is
defenseless.)

defences /di'fensiz/ plural noun walls,
trenches, etc., which are made to protect
something (NOTE: The US spelling is de-
fenses.) 0 when your defences are down
when you are not prepared for an attack O
Pickpockets often strike when you're relax-
ing and your defences are down.

® defend /di'fend/ verb 1. to protect some-
one who is being attacked O He jumped for-
ward to defend his wife against the robbers.
O She couldn’t defend herself against the as-
sault. 2. (in a law court) to speak on behalf of
an accused person O He hired the best law-
yers to defend him. O the barrister who is de-
fending my uncle o to defend a lawsuit to
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appear in court to state your case when ac-
cused of something 3. to write or speak in
support of something O There is no point in
trying to defend the committee’s action.
@ defendant /di'fendont/ noun (in a law
court) a person who is accused of doing
something illegal or a person who is sued in a
civil case
COMMENT: In a civil case, the defendant
faces a complaint from the claimant. In a
criminal case, the defendant (also called the
accused) is being prosecuted for a crime by
the prosecution.
® defender /di'fenda/ noun 1. a person
who defends a place, e.g. a castle or town O
The defenders surrendered after 90 days,
when they ran out of food. 2. a player who
defends the goal O The defenders were con-
tinually passing the ball back to the
goalkeeper.
defensive /di'fensiv/ adj which protects
someone or something O They built a defen-
sive wall around the camp. ® noun o to be
on the defensive about something to feel
you need to give reasons for having done
something O She’s always on the defensive
about her decision to resign.
defer /di'f3:/ verb 1. to put something back
to a later date, to postpone something O to
defer payment O The decision has been de-
ferred until the next meeting. 2. O to defer to
someone or someone’s opinion to accept
someone’s advice O She defers to her hus-
band in everything.
deference /'def(o)rons/ noun respect o in
deference to or out of deference to some-
one or something to show respect for some-
one O In deference to his wife, who is
Muslim, he refused to allow alcohol in his
house. O She put a shawl over her head out
of deference to the monastery rules.
defiance /di'farans/ noun a very proud ac-
tion against an opponent. Synonym insubor-
dination. Antonym compliance o as an act
of defiance to show that you are defying
someone O He kept his hat on in church as
an act of defiance. o in defiance of someone
or something acting proudly against some-
one or something O Their protest march took
place in defiance of a police order.
defiant /di'faront/ adj very bold in refusing
to obey someone or something. Synonym
disobedient. Antonym compliant
deficiency /di'fif(a)nsi/ noun 1. a lack of
something O Their diet has a deficiency in
calcium or has a calcium deficiency. 2.
money lacking O There is a £10 deficiency in
the petty cash. 3. O the deficiencies of a sys-
tem faults which make a system work badly
deficient /dr'fif(o)nt/ adj o to be deficient
in something to lack something O The soil is
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deficient in important nutrients. O Their diet
is deficient in calcium or they have a cal-
cium-deficient diet.

deficit /'defisit/ noun an amount by which
expenditure is more than receipts in a com-
pany’s or a country’s accounts. Synonym
shortfall. Antonym surplus o to make
good a deficit to put money into an account
to balance it O a country’s balance of pay-
ments or trade deficit a situation when a
country imports more than it exports O The
UK’s balance of payments deficit has fallen
by £2 billion.

defile noun /'di:fail/ a narrow path between
mountains O They were ambushed in a
mountain defile and killed. m verb /di'fail/ to
make something corrupt or no longer pure O
Soldiers defiled the holy temple.

@ define /di'fain/ verb 1. to explain some-
thing clearly or to give the meaning of
something O How would you define an envi-
ronmentalist? O The memo tried to define the
way in which the two departments should
work together. 2. to indicate the limits of
something O The police operate within limits
that have been clearly defined.

defined /di'faind/ adj 1. which has been
described exactly O The committee works
within carefully defined terms of reference.
2. clear, not blurred O The trees stood
sharply defined against the snow of the hills
behind.

® definite /'def(o)not/ adj very clear or
sure O [ need a definite answer. O He was
quite definite that he had seen the girl at the
bus stop.

definite article /def(o)not 'a:tik(o)l/
noun the word ‘the’ in English, or a word
with a similar use in another language

@ definitely /'def(o)natli/ adv certainly or
surely O I'll definitely be there by 7 o’clock.
O Are you coming? — definitely not!

@ definition / defr'nif(o)n/ noun 1. the
clear explanation of a word O A bilingual
dictionary doesn’t give definitions, only
translations. O Look up the definition of ‘de-
mocracy’ in the dictionary. 2. (of a photo-
graph) the quality of being clear and having
sharp lines O The close-ups are clear, but
your landscape photos lack definition.
(NOTE: no plural in this meaning)
definitive /dr'finitiv/ adj final, which can-
not be improved on

deflate /di:'flert/ verb 1. to let the air out of
something, e.g. of a tyre or balloon O Their
hot air balloon began to deflate. 2. O to de-
flate the economy to reduce activity in the
economy by cutting the supply of money O
The government may be forced to deflate the
economy because of rising imports.
deflated /di:'flertid/ adj feeling unhappy
and lacking confidence in yourself
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deflation /di:'flerf(o)n/ noun a reduction
of economic activity. Antonym inflation
deflect /di'flekt/ verb to turn aside some-
thing, e.g. an arrow or a bullet, so that it goes
in another direction

deforestation /di: fori'steif(a)n/ noun
the act of cutting down trees from an area of
land

deform /di'fo:m/ verb to change the shape
of something in a way that is not attractive
deformed /di'formd/ adj having a twisted
or unattractive shape

deformity /di'formiti/ noun the fact of be-
ing deformed

defragment / di:freeg'ment/ verb to ar-
range the storage space in a computer
defraud /di'fro:d/ verb o to defraud
someone of his money to cheat someone to
get his money O He defrauded the old lady of
£10,000.

defray /di'frer/ verb to provide money to
pay someone’s costs

defrost /di:'frost/ verb 1. to remove ice
which has formed in a refrigerator or freezer
O I must defrost the freezer. 2. (of frozen
food) to thaw out O A large turkey will take
24 hours to defrost.

deft /deft/ adj very agile or clever with your
hands. Antonym clumsy (NOTE: defter —
deftest)

defunct /di'fapkt/ adj which is no longer
used or in existence

defuse /di:'fjuiz/ verb 1. to take the fuse
out of a bomb so that it cannot explode O An
army unit was brought in to defuse the bomb.
2. to make a situation less tense O The chair-
man made some jokes to try to defuse the sit-
uation. O The UN Secretary General has
moved to try to defuse the crisis.

defy /di'fai/ verb 1. to refuse to obey the
law O He should never have tried to defy the
university authorities. 2. O to defy someone
to do something to challenge someone to do
something (formal) O I defy you to jump
higher than that.

degenerate adj /di'dzen(o)rot/ which has
become morally weak or bad O He was
shocked by the student art exhibition which
he termed ‘degenerate scribbling’. m verb
/di'dzenarert/ to get worse O Her condition
degenerated quickly once she went into hos-
pital. O The celebrations rapidly degenerated
into rioting. Synonym deteriorate m noun
/di'dzen(e)rat/ a person who is morally
weak or bad O The people who did this are
moral degenerates.

degrade /di'grerd/ verb 1. to make some-
one do something that is humiliating O She
had no money but refused to degrade herself
by making false social security claims. 2. to
change a chemical compound into a simpler

213

delegate

form, to decompose O Some plastics will de-
grade if left in the sun.

degrading /dr'grerdiy/ adj which makes a
person like an animal. Synonym humiliating
@ degree /di'grii/ noun 1. the division of a
scale O an angle of 80° O The temperature of
the water is above 20°. (NOTE: With figures,
degree is usually written as the symbol °:
25° Celsius.) 2. a level O To what degree do
you think the driver was to blame for the ac-
cident? O to a certain degree partly O It'’s
his own fault to a certain degree. 3. a di-
ploma from a university O She has a degree
in mathematics from Oxford. O to have a
master’s degree to have gained a second,
more advanced, degree from a university
dehydrate / dizhar'drert/ verb 1. to re-
move water from something 2. to lose water
from the body

dehydrated / di:har'dreitid/ adj 1. (of
food) which has had all the water removed
from it 2. (of a person) who has lost water
from the body O After two days without food
or drink, he became severely dehydrated.
dehydration / dizhar'drerf(a)n/ noun the
process of becoming dehydrated

de-ice /di: 'ars/ verb to remove the ice from
something. Antonym ice up

deification /denfr'kerf(o)n/ noun the
process of making someone into a god. Syn-
onym elevation

deign /dein/ verb to be gracious enough to
do something. Synonym condescend
deity /'derti/ noun a god. Synonym divin-
ity (NOTE: The plural is deities.)

déja vu /derza: 'vui/ adv a feeling that
you have already seen something before O
When he came into the room, he immediately
had a feeling of déja vu.

dejected /di'dzektid/ adj very unhappy or
discouraged

de jure /der 'dzuori/ adjby law or as a mat-
ter of law, where the legal title is clear. Com-
pare de facto

@ delay /di'ler/ noun the length of time that
something is late O There will be a delay of
ten minutes before the meeting starts. O We
are sorry for the delay in replying to your let-
ter. m verb 1. to make someone or something
late O The train has been delayed by fog. O
He was delayed because his taxi had an acci-
dent. 2. to put something off until later © We
will delay making a decision until we see the
result of the election. O The company has de-
layed payment of all invoices.

delegate noun /'deligat/ a person who rep-
resents others at a meeting O The minister
met delegates from the union. m verb /'delo-
,gelt/ to pass authority or responsibility
on to someone else O She finds it difficult to
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delegate. O He delegated the job of locking
up the shop to the junior manager.

delegation /deli'geif(a)n/ noun 1. a group
of representatives O The minister met a union
delegation. 2. the act of passing authority or
responsibility on to someone else O The se-
cret of good management is delegation.
(NOTE: no plural in this meaning)

® delete /dr'liit/ verb to cut out part of
something, e.g. a document or a computer
file. Synonym erase. Antonym insert
deletion /di'lizf(a)n/ noun 1. the action of
deleting something O The court asked for the
deletion of several sentences from the maga-
zine article. O She made several deletions to
the original text. 2. a word or phrase which
has been deleted O In spite of all the dele-
tions, the article is still too long.

deli /'deli/ noun same as delicatessen (in-
formal)

® deliberate adj /di'lib(o)rat/ 1. slow and
thoughtful in speaking or doing something O
She has a very deliberate way of signing her
name. 2. done on purpose O It was a deliber-
ate attempt to spoil her birthday party.
verb /dr'libarert/ 1. to debate or discuss
something O The council were deliberating
all morning. O The jury left the courtroom to
deliberate. 2. to think carefully about some-
thing O I'’ll need some time to deliberate on
the possible ways of solving the problem.

® deliberately /di'lib(e)ratli/ adv 1. on
purpose O It was an accident — I didn’t hit
her deliberately. O He deliberately left the
cage door open. 2. slowly and thoughtfully O
She walked deliberately up the steps onto the
platform.

deliberation /di liba'rerf(a)n/ noun 1.
great care O He moved his king with great de-
liberation and leant back with a smile. 2. a
discussion O After lengthy deliberations the
meeting voted on the proposal. O Did their
deliberations produce any result?

delicacy /'delikasi/ noun 1. sensitivity O It
is a question which has to be handled with
great delicacy. 2. the state of being delicate
O The delicacy of the glasses means that they
have to be handled very carefully. (NOTE: no
plural in meanings 1 and 2) 3. an unusual
and tasty thing to eat O They bought all sorts
of delicacies for the Christmas party. (NOTE:
The plural in this meaning is delicacies.)
delicate /'delikot/ adj 1. easily damaged O
a delicate china vase 2. liable to get illnesses
O Little babies are very delicate. O She was a
delicate child. 3. very soft and fine O a deli-
cate silk blouse 4. possibly difficult O He is
in a delicate situation. 5. very sensitive and
precise O Only the most delicate instruments
can register the sound.

delicately /'delikatli/ adv with great care
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delicatessen /deliko'tes(o)n/ noun a
shop selling cold meats and imported food
products

delicious /dr'lifas/ adj which tastes very
good O Can I have another piece of that deli-
cious cake?

delight /di'lait/ noun pleasure O Their
singing was a pure delight. O The news was
greeted with delight by the waiting crowd.
Synonym joy. Antonym displeasure o to
take great delight in something to take
great pleasure in something B verb to give
great pleasure to someone O His speech de-
lighted the audience. O to delight in some-
thing to take great pleasure in something O
She delights in teasing her little brother.

@ delighted /dr'lartid/ adj very pleased.
Antonym unhappy

@ delightful /di'laitf(o)l/ adj very pleasant
delineate /dr'liniett/ verb 1. to draw
something or someone 2. to describe some-
thing or someone in detail

delinquency /dr'lipkwaensi/ noun the act
of committing a minor crime, or the number
of such acts that are committed

delinquent /di'lipgkwont/ noun o a juve-
nile delinquent, a delinquent US a young
criminal who commits crimes, especially
against property

delirious /di'lirios/ adj 1. suffering from
delirium O She collapsed and became deliri-
ous. 2. very excited and happy O They were
delirious when they won the lottery.
delirium /dr'liriom/ noun a mental state in
which a person is confused, restless and very
excited and has hallucinations

@ deliver /di'liva/ verb 1. to bring some-
thing to someone O Has today’s newspaper
been delivered? O He delivered the letter
himself so as to save buying a stamp. O to de-
liver the goods to do what you promised to
do O You can always rely on him to deliver
the goods. 2. O to deliver a baby to help a
mother when a baby is being born O The
twins were delivered by the midwife.

@ delivery /di'liv(o)ri/ noun 1. the act of
bringing something to someone O There is no
charge for delivery within the London area.
O Use the rear entrance for deliveries. O The
next delivery will be on Thursday. O to take
delivery of goods to receive goods which are
delivered and sign for them 2. the birth of a
child © The midwife will supervise the
delivery.

delphinium /del'fiiom/ noun a popular
garden plant with tall blue flowers

delta /'delto/ noun 1. a triangular piece of
land at the mouth of a large river, formed of
silt carried by the river O the Mississippi
Delta O Deltas are created by alluvial
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deposits. 2. the fourth letter of the Greek al-
phabet. Symbol &

delude /di'lu:d/ verb to make someone be-
lieve something which is wrong. Synonym
deceive

deluge /'delju:ds/ noun 1. a flood of
something, e.g. questions or orders O We had
a deluge of phone calls after our TV commer-
cial. 2. a heavy rainfall O It had been dry for
weeks and then last Saturday we had a de-
luge. m verb 1. to flood a place 2. to over-
whelm someone with a flood of something O
We were deluged with phone calls.
delusion /di'lu:3(a)n/ noun a false belief
which a person holds which cannot be
changed by reason O to be under a delusion
to have a wrong idea O The boss is under the
delusion that everyone really likes him.

de luxe /d1 'laks/ adj very expensive or of
very high quality

delve /delv/ verb to dig o to delve into
something to investigate something O He
has been delving into the past history of the
family.

® demand /di'ma:nd/ noun 1. the act of
asking for something O a demand for pay-
ment O Her latest demands are quite unrea-
sonable. 2. the need for goods or services at a
certain price O We cannot keep up with the
demand for our services. O We can’t sell the
book, because there is no demand for it.0 to
meet or fill a demand to supply what is
needed O The factory had to increase pro-
duction to meet the extra demand. O there is
not much demand for this item not many
people want to buy this item O this item is in
great demand many people want to buy this
item O the law of supply and demand the
general rule that the amount of a product
which is available is linked to the amount
which is wanted by customers B verb to ask
firmly for something O She demanded a re-
fund. O I demand an explanation.

® demanding /di'ma:ndig/ adj which
takes up much time and energy

demarcate /'dizma:kert/ verb to fix the
boundaries of something (formal)
demarcation /,di:ma:'keif(a)n/ noun the
act of showing boundaries

demean /di'mi:n/ verb o to demean your-
self to make yourself appear undignified O
Don’t demean yourself by dressing up as a
Sfairy.

demeaning /di'mi:niy/ adj which makes
you appear undignified

demeanour /di'mi:na/ noun a person's be-
haviour or manner (NOTE: The US spelling is
demeanor.)

demented /di'ment1d/ adj mad (informal)
Synonym irrational. Antonym rational
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dementia /di'menfa/ noun a loss of men-
tal ability and memory, causing confusion
and changes to the personality, due to a dis-
ease of the brain

Demerara sugar /demorearo '[ugo/
noun a light brown sugar with large crystals
demilitarised zone /di:militoraizd
'zaun/ noun an area which is no longer occu-
pied by soldiers

demise /di'maiz/ noun a death (formal)
demister /di:'misto/ noun a fan of warm
air in a car, used to prevent the windows
misting up

demo /'demau/ noun same as demonstra-
tion. Synonym protest

® democracy /di'mokrosi/ noun 1. a
country governed by freely elected represen-
tatives of the people © We live in a democ-
racy. (NOTE: The plural is democracies.) 2.
a system of government by freely elected
representatives of the people O The people
want democracy, not a dictatorship.

® democrat /'demokreet/ noun a person
who believes in democracy O A/l true demo-
crats will unite against the dictator.

@ democratic /, demo'kratik/ adj refer-
ring to democracy O They promised to re-
store democratic government.
democratically /,demo'kraetikli/ advin a
democratic way

Democratic Party /demo'kraetik pa:ti/
noun one of the two main political parties in
the United States, which is in favour of some
social change and state help for poor people
demographic /,demo'grefik/ adj refer-
ring to demography

demographics /demo'grefiks/ plural
noun the details of the population of a place
demography /di'mografi/ noun the study
of populations, trends in birth rates, etc.

® demolish /di'molif/ verb 1. to knock
something down O We demolished the old
church and built a new one. 2. to eat some-
thing completely O He demolished the whole
chocolate cake. 3. to show that something is
completely wrong O He wrote an article de-
molishing the professor’s theories.
demolition /,dema'lif(a)n/ noun the ac-
tion of knocking down something such as a
building. Synonym destruction

demon /'diimon/ noun 1. a devil O The
picture shows red demons throwing people
into a fire. 2. O to be a demon for some-
thing to be very enthusiastic about some-
thing O He’s a demon for hard work. O She’s
a real demon on the hockey pitch.
demonic /di'monik/ adj like a demon
demonstrable /di'monstrob(o)l/
which can be proved or demonstrated
demonstrably /di'mpnstrobli/ adv as can
be demonstrated

adj
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@ demonstrate /'demoanstrert/ verb 1. to
show something O This demonstrates how
little he has changed. O He demonstrated
how the machine worked. 2. O to demon-
strate against something to protest against
something in public O 4 group were demon-
strating against the new motorway.

® demonstration /demon'strerf(o)n/
noun 1. the act of showing how something
works O Can you give me a demonstration of
how it works? 2. a crowd of people who are
protesting against something O We went
shopping and got mixed up in a demonstra-
tion in Trafalgar Square. O They staged dem-
onstrations against the government in
several towns.

demonstrative /di'monstrotiv/ adj (of a
person) who openly shows his or her feelings
O She’s not very demonstrative, but I think
she appreciated her gift all the same.
demonstrative pronoun /d1-
,monstratrv 'pravnaun/ noun a pronoun
such as ‘this’ or ‘those’, which points out
something

® demonstrator /'demonstrerta/ noun 1.
a person who shows how to do something or
how pieces of equipment work O The demon-
strator showed how to work the mixer. 2. a
person who marches or who forms part of a
crowd protesting against something O A4
crowd of demonstrators blocked the road. O
The police used water cannon to clear dem-
onstrators from in front of the Parliament
building.

demoralise /di'morolaiz/, demoralize
verb to lower the morale or confidence of
someone. Synonym dishearten
demoralised /di'moroslaizd/, demoral-
ized adj unhappy and discouraged
demoralising /di'morolaiziy/, demoral-
izing adj which demoralises you or lowers
your confidence. Antonym encouraging
demote /di'mout/ verb to give someone a
less important job or reduce an employee to a
lower rank or grade. Synonym downgrade
demotion /di'moufn/ noun the act of giv-
ing someone a less important job

demure /di'mjua/ adj quiet and serious
den /den/ noun 1. a place where an animal
hides away O a lion’s den 2. a small room
where you can hide away to work O Father’s
in his den, so don’t disturb him. 3. a meeting
place for criminals O The bar is just a den of
thieves.

denial /dr'narol/ noun a statement that
something is not true

denigrate /'denigreit/ verb to say that
someone or something is not very good
denim /'denim/ noun a thick cotton cloth,
usually blue
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denims /'denimz/ plural noun jeans, blue
trousers made of thick cotton cloth
denomination /di,nomi'neif(e)n/ noun
1. a unit of money written on a coin, bank-
note or stamp O Coins of all denominations
are put in the church collection box. O The
bank has run out of small denomination
notes. 2. a religious grouping O The
Protestant Church is divided into several de-
nominations. O What denomination does he
belong to?
denominational
adj referring
denomination
denote /di'nout/ verb to mean or be a sign
of something

denouement /der'nu:moy/, dénouement
noun the ending of something, e.g. a book,
play or film, where everything is finally
sorted out

® denounce /dr'nauns/ verb 1. to blame
or to accuse someone or something openly O
Someone denounced him to the police. O He
was denounced as a racist by a fellow profes-
sor. 2. to condemn something openly O She
denounced  the  council’s policy as
short-sighted.

dense /dens/ adj 1. very thick © Dense fog
closed the airport. 2. crowded together O
They tried to find their way through dense
forest. O 1 find it difficult to read through 100
pages of dense text. 3. stupid O How can any-
body be so dense? (NOTE: denser -
densest)

densely /'densli/ adv thickly

® density /'densiti/ noun 1. (in physics)
the amount of mass per unit of volume O
heavy density oils 2. the number of things in
a certain area O London suffers from high
population density. O the high traffic density
in the centre of Rome (NOTE: The plural in
this meaning is densities.)

dent /dent/ noun a slight hollow mark made
by hitting something O Someone has made a
dent in my car door. B verb to make a slight
hollow mark in something O He backed into
a tree and dented the wing.

dental /'dent(o)l/ adj referring to teeth
dental floss /'dent(o)l flps/ noun a thin
waxed thread for pulling between your teeth
to remove pieces of food

dental hygienist /,dent(o)l 'hardziinist/
noun a dentist’s assistant, who cleans pa-
tients’ teeth, removes plaque and gives treat-
ments with fluoride

dental surgeon /'dent(s)l
noun same as dentist

@ dentist /'dentist/ noun a person who
looks after your teeth

dentistry /'dentistri/ noun 1. the profes-
sion of a dentist 2. the branch of medicine

/d1,nomi'nerf(a)n(a)l/
to a particular religious

,s3:dzan/
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dealing with teeth and gums (NOTE: no
plural)

dentures /'dentfoz/ plural noun artificial
teeth which fit inside the mouth and are used
in place of teeth which have been taken out
denunciation /di,nansi'erf(s)n/ noun a
public accusation or blame. Synonym
condemnation

@ deny /di'nar/ verb 1. to state that some-
thing is not true O You were there, weren’t
you? — Don’t deny it! O She denied that she
had ever seen him. O He flatly denied steal-
ing the car. 2. O to deny someone some-
thing to prevent someone from having
something O He was denied access to the se-
cret government papers. O to deny oneself
not to eat or not to do something which you
would like to do O She denied herself a holi-
day in order to earn enough to pay off her
mortgage.

deodorant /di'sud(e)ront/ noun a sub-
stance which hides and prevents unpleasant
body smells

deoxyribonucleic acid /di: vksirarbou
njuz klenik 'esid/ noun full form of DNA
depart /di'pa:t/ verb 1. to go away, to
leave O The coach departs from Victoria
Coach Station at 0900. 2. 0 to depart from
the normal procedure to act in a different
way from the normal practice o to depart
from the truth to tell a lie

® department /di'pa:tmont/ noun 1. a
specialised section of a large company O He
is in charge of the marketing department. O
Write to the complaints department about the
service. 2. one of the sections of the govern-
ment O the Department for Education and
Skills O the Department of Transport 3. a
part of a large shop O If you want cheese you
must go to the food department. O You will
find beds in the furniture department.
departmental / di:pa:t'ment(a)l/ adj re-
ferring to a department

Department for Education and
Skills /di,pa:tmont for edju kerf(o)n an
'sk1lz/ noun the British government depart-
ment which is concerned with education and
training

® department store /di'pa:tmont sto:/
noun a large shop with many departments

® departure /di'pa:t o/ noun 1. the act of
leaving a place O The departure time is 3
o’clock. O The plane’s departure was de-
layed by two hours. 2. O a departure from
something the act of working in a different
way from usual O this is a departure from
our usual practice we are doing something
in a different way from the usual one
departure lounge /di'pa:tfo laundz/
noun a room at an airport where passengers
wait to board their planes
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departures /di'pa:t[oz/ plural noun 1. a
list of trains, planes, etc., which are leaving
2. the part of an airport terminal which deals
with passengers who are leaving

® depend /di'pend/ verb 1. to happen be-
cause of something or someone O The suc-
cess of the book will depend on the publicity
campaign. O I can’t be sure that we will
come to lunch — it depends on what time we
get home from the party the night before. O it
(all) depends it is not certain (informal) O
We may go to France on holiday, or Spain, it
all depends. 2. o to depend on someone or
something to rely on or be sure of someone
or something O You can’t depend on Jack —
he’s always too busy to help. O You can de-
pend on her to do her best. O The company
depends on government grants.
dependable /di'pendab(a)l/ adj that can
be relied on. Synonym reliable. Antonym
unreliable

dependant /di'pendont/ noun a member
of the family who is financially supported by
another (NOTE: Do not confuse with de-
pendent.)

® dependence /di'pendons/ noun the
fact of being dependent on someone or some-
thing (NOTE: no plural)

dependency /di'pendonsi/ noun 1. a
country which is ruled by another O Britain
and its former overseas dependencies (NOTE:
The plural in this meaning is dependen-
cies.) 2. the fact of being dependent on
someone or something O drug dependency or
dependency on drugs

® dependent /di'pendont/ adj 1. finan-
cially supported by someone else O She has
five dependent relatives. 2. relying on some-
one else O The patients become very depend-
ent on the hospital staff. 3. caused or affected
by something O The success of the project is
dependent on getting a government grant. 4.
US spelling of dependant (NOTE: [all
senses] Do not confuse with dependant.)
® depict /di'pikt/ verb to show or describe
something. Synonym portray

depiction /dr'pik [on/ noun a way of show-
ing something. Synonym representation
deplete /di'pli:t/ verb to reduce available
stocks or stores. Synonym use up
depleted /di'pli:tid/ adj containing less of
something than before

deplorable /di'ploirab(e)l/ adj very bad
deplorably /di'ploirobli/ advin a very bad
way

deplore /di'plo:/ verb to say you dislike an
action or an attitude or that you are sorry that
something has happened (formal)

® deploy /di'plot/ verb to spread out sol-
diers, etc., ready for action
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deployment /di'ploimont/ noun the act of
deploying

depopulate /di:'popjulert/ verb to reduce
the number of people in an area

deport /di'po:t/ verb to expel someone
from a country

deportation /di:po:'terf(a)n/ noun the
act of making a foreigner leave a country
depose /di'pavz/ verb to remove a king
from the throne or a ruler from office. Syn-
onym overthrow. Antonym install

® deposit /di'pozit/ noun 1. money placed
in a bank O Her deposits in the bank had
grown over the years. 0O on deposit in a de-
posit account O The money is on deposit in
his bank account. 2. money given in advance
so that the thing which you want to buy will
not be sold to someone else O She had to pay
a deposit on the watch. O Can you leave £50
as deposit? O I paid a 30% deposit and don’t
have to pay anything more for six months. 3.
a layer of a mineral in the ground © Coal de-
posits occur in several parts of the country. O
The North Sea oil deposits yield 100,000 bar-
rels a month. ®m verb 1. to put money into a
bank account O She deposited £100 in her
current account. O The cheque arrived at
long last, and I deposited it immediately. 2.
to put something down O He deposited his
hat on the armchair.

deposit account /di'pozit o kaunt/
noun an account which pays interest but on
which notice usually has to be given to with-
draw money

® depot /'depov/ noun 1. a central ware-
house for goods O a freight depot O a goods
depot O an oil storage depot 2. a centre for
transport O a bus depot O a tram depot 3. a
central barracks for an army regiment O He
Jjoined the army and was sent to the Guards’
Depot.

depraved /di'preivd/ adj wicked or im-
moral. Synonym debauched. Antonym
righteous

depravity /di'previti/ noun wickednes or
immoral behaviour. Synonym debauchery
deprecate /'deprikert/ verb to disapprove
of something (NOTE: Do not confuse with
depreciate.)

depreciate /di'pri:fi,eit/ verb 1. to lose
value O The pound has depreciated by 5%
against the dollar. 2. to reduce the value of
assets in accounts O We depreciate our com-
pany cars over three years. (NOTE: Do not
confuse with deprecate.)

depreciation /di,pri:fi‘erf(a)n/ noun 1. a
loss of value O The pound has shown a de-
preciation of 5% against the dollar. 2. a re-
duction in the value of an asset such as

property
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® depress /di'pres/ verb 1. to make some-
one sad or miserable O Listening to that par-
ticular piece of music always depresses me.
2. to push down a button O To activate the
alarm, depress both buttons simultaneously.
® depressed /di'prest/ adj 1. sad, misera-
ble O She’s been feeling depressed since the
accident. 2. O depressed area a part of a
country where many people are poor and un-
employed and living conditions are bad 3.
pushed down O If the button is depressed,
switch off the electricity.

® depressing /di'presiy/ adj gloomy

® depression /di'pref(o)n/ noun 1. a
mental state where you feel miserable and
hopeless O He was in a state of depression
after the exams. O She is subject to fits of de-
pression. 2. a low pressure area bringing bad
weather O The depression coming from the
Atlantic will bring rain to most parts of the
country. O Winds move anticlockwise round
a depression. 3. an economic crisis O Have
many companies here been affected by the
current world depression? o the (Great) De-
pression the world economic crisis of
1929-33 O All economies suffered during the
Depression. 4. a place which is lower than
the area round it O 4 pool of water had

formed in a depression in the rocks.

deprivation /depri'verf(o)n/ noun 1. s
state of being deprived of something 2. a
state of not having enough of the things nec-
essary for a normal life, such as food and
housing O They suffered dreadful depriva-
tion(s) during the war.

deprive /di'prarv/ verb T to deprive
someone of something to take something
away from someone, not to let someone have
something O As a writer, it was dreadful for
him to be deprived of paper and pen in
prison.

deprived /di'prarvd/ adj not enjoying
many of society’s benefits. Synonym disad-
vantaged. Antonym privileged

® dept. abbr department

® depth /dep8/ noun 1. a measurement of
how deep something is O The depth of the
lake is 20m. O The submarine dived to a
depth of 200m. 2. the deepest or most ex-
treme point O In the depth of the Russian
winter, temperatures can reach —45°C. O
They have a house in the depths of rural
Wales. 0 the depths of despair complete
lack of hope O When he was in the depths of
despair he thought of committing suicide. O
in depth thoroughly O to study a subject in
depth O to carry out an in-depth study of a
problem

deputation /depju'terf(e)n/ noun a
group of people who speak on behalf of
others
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depute verb /di'pju:t/ to give part of your
responsibility to someone else O He was de-
puted to attend the meeting on my behalf.
Synonym delegate m noun /'depju:t/ (in
Scotland) a deputy, a person who takes the
place of someone else O the Depute Lord
Provost

deputise /'depjutaiz/, deputize verb o to
deputise for someone to take the place of
someone O She’s deputising for the chairman
who has a cold.

@ deputy /'depjuti/ noun 1. a person who
can take the place of someone else O She's
acting as deputy chair while the chair is in
hospital. 2. an assistant to a person O He ap-
pointed her as his deputy.

derail /di:'re1l/ verb to make a train leave
the rails

derailment /di'rerlmont/ noun the action
of a train leaving the rails

deranged /di'reind3d/ adj behaving in an
uncontrolled way because of mental illness
derby /'da:bi/ noun 1. o the Derby an im-
portant horse race run each year in June at
Epsom in Surrey O He won the Derby three
times. O She’s the owner of the Derby win-
ner. 2. a bowler hat 3. a sporting contest be-
tween local teams O There are always
crowds at the local derby. (NOTE: The plural
is derbies.)

deregulate /di:'regjuleit/ verb to remove
government restrictions from an industry
deregulation /di:regju'lerf(o)n/ noun
reducing government control over an
industry

derelict /'derilikt/ adj ruined and aban-
doned O They plan to build the housing de-
velopment on derelict land near the city
centre. O They bought a derelict cottage to
do it up. Synonym dilapidated m noun a
tramp, a homeless person (formal) © The Sal-
vation Army looks after the derelicts living in
shop doorways.

dereliction of duty /derrlikfon ov
'djurti/ noun a failure to do what you ought
to do by law

deride /di'raid/ verb to laugh at someone
or something. Synonym ridicule. Antonym
admire

derision /di'r13(a)n/ noun the act of laugh-
ing at someone or something because you
think they are stupid

derisive /di'raisiv/ adj laughing at some-
one because you think they are stupid. Syn-
onym mocking. Antonym admiring
derisory /di'rarsari/ adjridiculously small
derivation /,der1'verf(o)n/ noun the origin
of a word

derivative /di'rivativ/ adj which is based
on and copies something else O His
prize-winning designs are really very deriva-
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tive. ® noun a thing which is obtained from
some other substance O  petroleum
derivatives

derivatives /di'rivotivz/ plural noun se-
curities such as options to buy or sell, which
are derived from ordinary bonds and shares
(finance)

derive /di'rarv/ verb 1. O to derive or be
derived from to come from originally O The
name of the plant ‘fuchsia’ is derived from
the name of the German botanist, Fuchs. 2.
to get something O The local people derive a
good deal of pleasure from watching the an-
tics of the tourists.

dermatologist /, d3:ma'tolodzist/ noun a
doctor who specialises in the study and treat-
ment of diseases of the skin

dermatology /,d3:mo'tplodsi/ noun the
study and treatment of diseases of the skin
derogatory /di'rogat(a)ri/ adj showing
dislike for someone or something. Synonym
disparaging. Antonym complimentary
descend /di'send/ verb 1. to go down
something such as a ladder O The president
seemed to stumble as he descended the steps
from the plane. 2. O to be descended from
someone to have someone as an ancestor O
On his mother’s side, he is descended from
one of William the Conqueror’s knights.

® descendant /di'sendont/ noun a mem-
ber of a family with a particular ancestor.
Synonym successor. Antonym ancestor
descending /di'sendiy/ adj going down
in steps O in descending order listed with
the highest first, and the lowest last O The
towns are listed in descending order of their
populations.

® descent /di'sent/ noun 1. going down O
The descent into the mine takes just under
three minutes. 2. family ancestry O He can
trace his descent back to William I. O she is
of Irish descent her family is from Ireland 3.
a downhill slope O She successfully com-
pleted a tricky descent. (NOTE: Do not con-
fuse with dissent.)

@ describe /di'skraib/ verb 1. to say or
write what something or someone is like O
Can you describe the car which hit the old
lady? O She described how the bus suddenly
left the road. O He described the mugger as a
tall man with a black beard. O The police
asked him to describe what happened. 2. to
form a figure or shape O The boat described
a circle.

@ description /di'skripfon/ noun saying
or writing what something or someone is like
descriptive /di'skriptiv/ adj which says
what something is like

desecrate /'desikrert/ verb to treat a place
such as a church or a grave in a disrespectful
way. Synonym defile. Antonym consecrate
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desecration /desi'kreif(a)n/ noun the
act of desecrating. Synonym violation
desegregate /di:'segrigeit/ verb to end
the segregation of a group of people or
an institution. Synonym integrate. Antonym
segregate

desegregation / dizsegri'gerf(o)n/ noun
the action of desegregating. Synonym inte-
gration. Antonym segregation

desert noun /'dezat/ a very dry area of the
world, usually covered with rocks or sand
(NOTE: Do not confuse with dessert.) m
verb /d1'z3:t/ 1. to leave the armed forces
without permission O The general ordered
that all soldiers who had deserted should be
captured and shot. 2. to leave someone all
alone O He deserted his wife when she was
expecting their second child.

deserted /di'zs:tid/ adj with no one in,
with no people

deserter /di'zs:ta/ noun a person who
leaves the armed forces without permission
desertification /di,zs:tif1'ke1f(a)n/ noun
the process by which an area of land becomes
desert, through a change of climate or inten-
sive farming

desertion /di'z3:[(a)n/ noun 1. the act of
leaving the armed forces without permission
O During the war, soldiers were shot for de-
sertion. 2. the act of leaving someone, espe-
cially your wife or husband O He is divorcing
his wife because of her desertion. (NOTE: no
plural)

desert island /dezot 'ailond/ noun a
tropical island with no inhabitants

deserts /di'zs:ts/ plural noun what you de-
serve O to get your just deserts to get a fair
reward for what you have done O The mug-
gers got their just deserts when they were
caught and brought to justice.

@ deserve /di'z3:v/ verb to earn something
because of what you have done O He didn’t
deserve to win because he cheated. O I've
been on my feet all day — I think I deserve a
sit-down. O He deserves a holiday. O I'm
sure she deserved to be punished. Synonym
merit

deservedly /di'za:vidli/ adv in a way
which is deserved. Synonym justly
deserving /di'z3:viy/ adj which should be
supported or helped. Synonym worthy. Ant-
onym unworthy

desiccate /'desikert/ verb to make some-
thing completely dry

@ design /di'zain/ noun 1. a plan or draw-
ing of something, before it is made or built O
Here are the designs for the book cover. O
The architect has produced the designs for
the new opera house. 2. a pattern or motif O
curtains with a floral design 3. O to have de-
signs on something to plan to try to get
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something O [ think he has designs on my
job. m verb 1. to draw plans for the shape or
appearance of something before it is made or
built O He designed the new university li-
brary. O She designs garden furniture. 2. 0O
designed for intended for O information de-
signed for tourists

® designate verb /'dezigneit/ to appoint
someone to a post O He has been designated
as our representative at the meeting. m suffix
/'dezignat/ a person who has been ap-
pointed but has not started work O the
ambassador-designate

designation /,dezig'neif(o)n/ noun 1. the
act of designating O his designation as am-
bassador 2. the name, title or description
given to someone or something O He has the
official designation of Chief Medical Officer.
® designer /di'zains/ noun an artist who
plans the shape or appearance of things such
as goods, clothes or rooms. Synonym
creator

designer clothes /di'zamos kloudz/ plu-
ral noun clothes designed by a famous
designer

designer label /di,zamo 'letb(a)l/ noun a
label attached to clothes made by a famous
designer

desirable /di'zarorob(o)l/ adj which a lot
of people want

@ desire /di'zaro/ noun something that you
want very much O /t’s difficult to satisfy the
public’s desire for information. O She had a
sudden desire to lie down and go to sleep.
Synonym wish B verb 1. to want O He will
get you anything you desire. 2. O to leave a
lot to be desired not to be of the right stan-
dard, not to be acceptable O The bathrooms
in the hotel leave a lot to be desired.
desired /di'zarod/ adj wanted or required
desist /di'zist/ verb to stop doing some-
thing (formal) © Would you kindly desist
from smoking while we are eating? O The
man next door persisted in practising the
bagpipes until we asked him politely to de-
sist. Synonym cease. Antonym continue

® desk /desk/ noun 1. a table, often with
drawers, used for writing O He put the papers
away in his desk drawer. O She was sitting at
her desk when the telephone rang. 2. a sec-
tion of a newspaper O He works on the City
desk. 3. a government department O She
works on the Central Europe desk in the For-
eign Office.

desk tidy /'desk ,tardi/ noun a small con-
tainer kept on a desk to keep things such as
pens and paper clips tidy

desktop /'desktop/ noun 1. the top surface
of a desk 2. a display on a computer screen
that shows images representing available
programs and files m adj that can be placed
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on top of a desk O I'm thinking of investing in
a new desktop computer.

desktop publishing /,desktop
'pablifin/ noun the production of publica-
tions using a personal computer

desolate adj /'desolot/ bleak and deserted
O She crossed the desolate mountainside,
carrying her baby. m verb /'desalert/ to
make someeon very sad O She was desolated
by the news.

despair /di'spea/ noun hopelessness, lack
of hope O When he lost his job and his girl-
friend left him, he was filled with despair.
Synonym misery. Antonym joy 0O the
depths of despair a complete lack of hope m
verb O to despair of something to give up
all hope of something O After two months in
the jungle, he despaired of ever being
rescued.

despairing /di'speoriy/ adj feeling despair.
Synonym hopeless. Antonym hopeful

® despatch /di'spet [/ dispatch

® desperate /'desp(o)rat/ adj 1. hopeless
O Food ran out and the situation on the ship
was becoming desperate. 2. urgent O There
is a desperate need for medical supplies. 3.
wild with despair O When he didn’t phone
she became desperate with worry. 4. in need
of something, wanting something very much
O They are desperate for news.
desperately /'desp(o)rotli/ adv 1. ur-
gently O The hospital desperately needs med-
ical supplies. 2. in a very anxious way O She
was desperately worried when her daughter
had still not come home at 11 p.m.
desperation /,despa'reif(a)n/ noun hope-
lessness that leads you to try anything in or-
der to make things better O in desperation
because you are desperate O In desperation,
she called the fire brigade.

despicable /di'spikob(a)l/ adj unpleasant,
which you despise. Synonym appalling.
Antonym admirable

despise /di'spaiz/ verb to look down on
someone, to think someone is not worth
much. Synonym loathe. Antonym admire
® despite /dr'spart/ prep in spite of O De-
spite the wet weather we still enjoyed our
holiday.

despondent /di'spondont/ adj discour-
aged and unhappy. Synonym hopeless. Ant-
onym cheerful

despot /'despot/ noun a dictator, a cruel
ruler. Synonym dictator

dessert /di'z3:t/ noun a sweet course at the
end of a meal O The meal will end with a des-
sert of strawberries and cream. O What's for
dessert? Synonym sweet (NOTE: Do not
confuse with desert. The word dessert is
mainly used in restaurants. At home, this
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part of the meal is usually called the sweet
or afters or pudding.)

dessert spoon /di'zs:t spuin/ noun a
medium-sized spoon, used for eating desserts
destabilise /di:'steibilaiz/, destabilize
verb to make a country or government less
stable. Synonym undermine

destination /destr'nerf(o)n/ noun the
place to which a person or vehicle is going O
We reached our destination at eight o’clock.
O The destination is shown on the front of the
bus.

destined /'destind/ adj 1. o destined for
being sent to O All mail destined for Canada
is delayed because of the postal workers’
strike. 2. certain to have, do or experience
something O She’s destined for a great ca-
reer on TV. O They were destined to fail in
their search for gold.

destiny /'destini/ noun 1. what will hap-
pen to you in the future O The war affected
the destinies of many people. 2. a power that
controls what happens to you in the future O
You never know what destiny has in store for

you.

destitute /'destitjuit/ adj with very little
money and very few belongings. Synonym
poor. Antonym solvent

@ destroy /di'stroir/ verb to ruin something
completely O The bomb destroyed several
buildings. O A lot of private property was de-
stroyed in the war.
destroyer /di'stroro/
dium-sized naval ship

@ destruction /di'strak[an/ noun the ac-
tion of ruining completely O the destruction
of the village by enemy bombs O The volcano
caused enormous destruction. O After the
bomb attack there was a scene of total de-
struction. Synonym obliteration (NOTE: no
plural)
destructive
destroys

® detach /di'teet [/ verb to separate
detachable /dr'tat fob(o)l/ adj which you
can detach

detached /di'tett/ adj 1. o detached
house a house which stands alone, not at-
tached to another. Compare semi-detached
house 2. not under someone’s influence O
He is a detached observer of the political
scene. O He tries to take a detached view of
each patient who comes to see him.
detachment /di'teet fmont/ noun 1. indif-
ference, lack of particular interest O He
glanced at the advancing policemen with an
air of detachment. 2. a small group of sol-
diers O Detachments of marines have been
sent to the island.

@ detail /'dizterl/ noun 1. an item of infor-
mation O Send in your CV including full de-

noun a me-

/dr'straktiv/ adj which
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tails of your past experience. O Can you give
me further details of when the accident took
place? O I can’t make out the details in the
photo because the light is bad. O The police-
man noted down the details of the incident. 2.
0 in detail with plenty of details O The cata-
logue lists all the furniture in detail. O Please
describe the circumstances of the accident in
as much detail as possible. B verb 1. to list
all the facts or items O He detailed the work
which had to be done. 2. O to detail someone
to do something to tell someone to do a job
O He was detailed to wash the kitchen floor.

@ detailed /'di:terld/ adj in detail, giving a
lot of details O We need a detailed list of the
items which have been stolen. O The police
issued detailed descriptions of the two men.
Synonym full. Antonym sketchy

detain /di'tein/ verb 1. to keep someone in
a police station or prison O The police have
detained a man for questioning. 2. to stop
someone from leaving O I'm sorry I'm late —
1 was detained by a phone call.

detainee / di:ter'niz/ noun a person held in
prison. Synonym prisoner

® detect /di'tekt/ verb 1. to discover
something scientifically O If breast cancer is
detected early enough, it can be cured. 2. to
notice something O [ detected some unwill-
ingness to agree to the change.

detectable /di'tektob(o)l/ adj which can
be detected. Synonym obvious

detection /di'tekfon/ noun 1. the act of
solving a crime 2. the action of detecting
something O the detection of traces of poison
in the cup O the early detection of breast can-
cer O He hid under the bed and managed to
escape detection for three days. (NOTE: no
plural)

® detective /di'tektrv/ noun a police offi-
cer who investigates crimes O Detectives
have interviewed four suspects. Synonym
investigator

® detector /dr'tekto/ noun an instrument
which checks whether something is present.
Synonym sensor

® detention /di'ten[on/ noun 1. imprison-
ment O After he was released from detention
he committed the same offence again. O The
internees were kept in detention camps. 2.
keeping children at school as a punishment O
The children were kept in detention after
school. (NOTE: no plural)

detention centre /di'tenfon sento/
noun a place where young criminals are kept
deter /di't3:/ verb o to deter someone
from doing something to discourage some-
one from doing something O The heavy rain
didn’t deter us from visiting the town. O We
have installed cameras to deter shoplifters.
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detergent /di'ts:dzont/ noun a cleaning
substance which removes grease and bacteria
from things such as clothes or dishes
deteriorate /di'tiorioreit/ verb to go bad,
to get worse

deterioration /di treria'rerf(a)n/ noun
the process of getting worse
determination /di,t3:mi'nerf(o)n/ noun
1. a strong wish to do something, and not to
let anyone stop you doing it O his determina-
tion to win the prize O The government needs
to show more determination in their fight
against corruption. 2. the act of deciding
something O Determination of deadlines will
be crucial to the planning of the project.
(NOTE: no plural)

® determine /dr'ta:min/ verb 1. to fix
something such as a date O The meeting will
be at a date still to be determined. 2. O to de-
termine to do something to make up your
mind to do something (formal) O I deter-
mined not to make the same mistake again. 3.
to find out the details of something O The po-
lice have to determine what really happened.
4. to affect in a particular way O His exam re-
sults will determine his future.

® determined /di'ta:mind/ adj 1. decided
O He had a very determined expression on
his face as he entered the ring. O She is de-
termined to win the prize. 2. strong minded O
She’s a very determined young woman, and
will go far. » Antonym irresolute
determiner /dr'ta:mmo/ noun a pronoun
or article which comes before an adjective or
noun, and shows what is being referred to,
such as ‘this’ in ‘this old car’ (grammar)

® deterrent /di'terant/ noun a thing which
discourages people from doing something.
Synonym restraint. Antonym incitement
detest /di'test/ verb to dislike intensely.
Synonym hate

detonate /'detonert/ verb 1. to set off an
explosive O The police detonated the pack-
age found under the car. 2. to explode O 4
shell landed in their garden but failed to
detonate.
detonation
explosion
detonator /'detonerts/ noun a small ex-
plosive charge which will set off a large
explosion

detox noun 1. medical treatment which
helps people stop taking drugs or drinking
too much alcohol 2. the process of stopping
taking drugs or drinking alcohol m verb 1. to
have treatment to help you stop taking drugs
or drinking alcohol 2. to stop taking harmful
substances in order to improve your health O
No thanks, I'm detoxing after last week’s
excesses.

/,deta'nerf(d)n/ noun an
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detract /di'treekt/ verb o to detract from
something to make something less useful, at-
tractive or interesting O Her rudeness to the
judges  somehow  detracted  from  the
prize-giving ceremony.

detractor /di'trakta/ noun a person who
criticises something. Synonym critic. Ant-
onym supporter

detriment /'detrimont/ noun damage.
Synonym disadvantage. Antonym advan-
tage O to the detriment of which will dam-
age O His long working hours have been to
the detriment of their marriage.
detrimental /detri'ment(a)l/ adj which
can harm. Synonym harmful. Antonym
beneficial

detritus /di'traitas/ noun rubbish, waste
matter. Synonym debris (NOTE: no plural)
deuce /dju:s/ noun a score of 40-40 in ten-
nis. » tennis

devaluation / di:veelju'erf(a)n/ noun re-
ducing the international value of a currency.
Synonym deflation

devalue /di:'velju:/ verb to reduce the
value of a currency in relation to that of other
countries. Antonym overvalue

® devastate /'devostert/ verb to wreck
something completely

devastated /'devostertid/ adj 1. badly
damaged O Relief agencies are trying to help
the devastated region. 2. upset by something
such as bad news O She was devastated when
she was made redundant. O When he read the
report in the paper he was completely
devastated.

devastating /'devostertin/ adj 1. causing
a lot of damage O The country has still not
recovered from the devastating effects of the
storm. 2. shocking, upsetting O The news
from Paris was devastating.

devastation / deva'sterf(a)n/ noun wide-
spread damage. Synonym destruction. Ant-
onym preservation

@ develop /dr'velop/ verb 1. to grow and
change O Eventually, a caterpillar will de-
velop into a butterfly. 2. to make something
larger O She cycles to develop her calf mus-
cles. 3. to get an illness O She developed a
cold at the weekend. 4. to produce and fix a
photograph from film O We can develop your
film in an hour. 5. to plan and produce some-
thing O to develop a new product 6. to plan
and build O They are planning to develop the
site as an industrial estate. O The company is
developing a chain of motorway service
stations.

developed /di'velopt/ adj o a developed
area an area which has buildings on it O the
developed world those countries which are
industrialised
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developer /di'velopa/ noun 1. a person or
company that plans and builds roads, air-
ports, houses, factories or office buildings O
The land has been acquired by developers for
a housing estate. 2. a liquid for developing
photographs O She put the film into a bath of
developer.

® developing /di'velopiy/ adj 1. growing
O his rapidly developing network of contacts
in government O her developing knowledge
of the English language 2. o developing
countries countries which are becoming
industrialised

® development /di'velopmont/ noun 1.
growth O The development of the embryo
takes place rapidly. 0 economic develop-
ment the process by which a country’s econ-
omy changes and becomes more
industrialised O industrial development the
planning and building of new industries in
special areas 2. the planning and production
of a new product O The development of new
pesticides will take some time. 3. the act of
planning and building on an area of land O
the development of property on the site of the
former docks

developmental /di,velop'ment(o)l/ adj o
at a developmental stage being developed O
The product is at an advanced developmental
stage.

developments /di'velopmonts/ plural
noun things which happen

deviant /'dizviont/ adj different from nor-
mal 0 deviant behaviour behaviour which is
considered to be very wrong B noun a person
who behaves in a way which most people
consider to be wicked and immoral O The
newspapers referred to them as ‘deviants’.
deviate /'di:viert/ verb o to deviate from
to be different from what is normal or usual
O The celebrations deviated from their nor-
mal pattern by being held on a Sunday. O He
did not deviate from the written version of his
speech.

deviation /di:vi'er[(e)n/ noun changing
from what is usual

@ device /di'vais/ noun 1. a small useful
machine O He invented a device for screwing
tops on bottles. O The engineers brought in a
device for taking samples of soil. 2. 0 he was
left to his own devices he was left to do
whatever he wanted

devil /'dev(o)l/ noun 1. an evil spirit O He
believes in ghosts and devils and all that sort
of thing. 2. 0 what the devil? what...? (infor-
mal: showing surprise) O What the devil has
been going on here while we’ve been away?
3. a person O He’s won the lottery, lucky
devil! O Poor devil! I must go and see him in
hospital. O little devil a naughty child © That
little devil has been pulling the cat’s tail.



devil’s advocate

devil’s advocate /dev(o)lz '&dvokoat/
noun a person who argues the opposite point
of view, in order to stimulate discussion
about a widely held opinion

devious /'di:vios/ adj 1. not honest or
straightforward O It’s just a very devious
plan to avoid paying the staff more money. 2.
not going straight O The taxi took us on a
very devious route to Piccadilly Circus.
devise /dr'vaiz/ verb to think up, to invent
O We've devised a new timetable for the sum-
mer term. O He devised a plan for making
more money out of the farm. Synonym think
up

devoid /di'void/ adj o devoid of empty of,
without O the book is devoid of literary
merit the book has no literary merit at all
devolution /di:va'lu:f(e)n/ noun the
passing of power from a central government
to a local or regional authority

devolve /di'volv/ verb to pass to another
authority. Antonym centralise

devote /di'vout/ verb o to devote time to
something to spend time on something O
Don’t you think you’ve devoted enough time
to your model planes? o to devote yourself
to to spend all your time on O She devoted
herself to looking after refugee children.
devoted /di'voutid/ adj 1. loving O He
died suddenly, leaving his devoted wife and
six children. 0 devoted to someone loving
someone O He is devoted to his children. 2. 0
devoted to something spending all your time
on something O She’s devoted to her flower
garden.

devotee /,devou'tiz/ noun someone who
likes something very much, an enthusiastic
follower

devotion /di'vouf(e)n/ noun 1. love O her
devotion to her father O his devotion to his
stamp collection O Her devotion to duty is re-
markable. 2. constant work on behalf of
someone or something O She received an
award for twenty years’ devotion to the needs
of the handicapped.

devour /di'vava/ verb to eat something
greedily

devout /di'vaut/ adj deeply religious

dew /dju:/ noun water which forms at night
on objects in the open air (NOTE: Do not con-
fuse with due.)

dewdrop /'djuirdrop/ noun 1. a drop of
dew 2. a drop of mucus at the end of some-
one’s nose

dewy-eyed /,djuti 'aid/ adj with eyes that
are full of emotion

dexterity /dek'steriti/ noun skill in using
the hands or the mind
dexterous /'dekstros/,
skilful, especially using the
quick-thinking

dextrous adj
hands 2.
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dextrose /'dekstrovz/ noun a simple sugar
found naturally in fruit and honey

diabetes / dara'biztizz/ noun a condition
where the body cannot control sugar absorp-
tion because the pancreas does not produce
enough insulin (NOTE: no plural)

diabetic /,daro'betik/ adj referring to dia-
betes O The hospital provides a special diet
for diabetic patients. O He’s on a strict dia-
betic diet. 0 diabetic food special food with
a low sugar content which can be eaten by
people with diabetes B noun a person with
diabetes O She is a diabetic and has to have
regular injections of insulin.

diabolical / daro'bolik(a)l/ adj 1. evil and
wicked O They devised a diabolical plot to
assassinate the Prime Minister. 2. very bad O
The food in the staff canteen is diabolical.
diagnose /'darognouz/ verb to identify a
patient’s illness by examining him or her and
noting symptoms

diagnosis /,daiog'nousis/ noun the identi-
fication of an illness (NOTE: The plural is di-
agnoses.)

diagnostic / darog'nostik/ adj referring to
diagnosis

diagonal /dar'zgon(o)l/ adj going from
one corner to another O He drew a diagonal
line on the floor. O Areas of the map shaded
with diagonal lines indicate cultivated land.
Synonym slanting B noun a diagonal line O
Draw a diagonal from one corner of the
square to the other.

diagonally /dar'eg(e)nali/ adv in a diago-
nal direction

diagram /'darograeem/ noun a sketch, plan
or accurate drawing O She drew a diagram to
show how to get to her house. O The book
gives a diagram of the circulation of blood.
® dial /'daral/ noun a round face of a tele-
phone or a measuring instrument O Modern
telephones don’t have dials — just buttons. B
verb to call a telephone number O 7o call the
police you must dial 999. O Dial 9 to get an
outside line. O to dial direct to contact a
phone number yourself without asking the
operator to do it for you O You can dial New
York direct from London.

® dialect /'darolekt/ noun a variety of a
language spoken in a particular area. Syn-
onym vernacular

dialling code /'daralip koud/ noun a spe-
cial phone number for a town or country
dialling tone /'daraliy toun/ noun the
noise made by a telephone to show that it is
ready for you to dial a number

dialog box /'daislog boks/ noun a small
area on a computer screen that presents the
user with a choice

dialogue /'daralpg/ noun 1. a conversation
between two people O The next exercise on



dial-up

the tape is a dialogue between a shopkeeper
and a customer. 2. the spoken words in a film
or TV drama O Turn the volume up so that
we can hear the dialogue more clearly. 3. po-
litical talks or negotiations O The government
is trying to encourage greater dialogue in the
Middle East. (NOTE: [all senses] The US
spelling is dialog.)

dial-up /'darol Ap/ adj of a connection be-
tween computers that is made by means of a
modem and a telephone line

dialysis /dar'zlosis/ noun the process of
cleaning waste matter from blood by passing
it through a filter

diameter /dar'emito/ noun the distance
across the centre of a circle

diametrically /,daro'metrikli/ adv o dia-
metrically opposite to or opposed totally
the opposite of O What they did was diamet-
rically opposite to what we had agreed. O
Their views are diametrically opposed.

® diamond /'datomond/ noun 1. a very
hard colourless precious stone O He gave her
a diamond ring. O Diamonds sparkled on her
crown. 2. one of the red suits in a pack of
cards, shaped like a diamond O He held the
ten of diamonds. (NOTE: The other red suit is
hearts; clubs and spades are the black
suits.)

diamond wedding /,datomond 'wedip/
noun the 60th anniversary of a wedding day
® diaper /'daropa/ noun US a cloth or thick
pad which is wrapped round a baby’s bottom
(NOTE: The British term is nappy.)
diaphragm /'darofreem/ noun 1. a thin
sheet which vibrates with noise O the dia-
phragm in a hearing aid 2. a thin layer of tis-
sue which separates the chest from the
abdomen, and pulls air into the lungs when
you breathe O The stomach lies in the left up-
per part of the abdomen, just under the dia-
phragm. 3. a contraceptive device for women
diarist /'darorist/ noun a person who
writes a diary

diarrhoea /dara'rizo/ noun a condition
where a patient frequently passes liquid fae-
ces (NOTE: The US spelling is diarrhea.)

® diary /'darori/ noun 1. a description of
what has happened in your life day by day O
He kept a diary for years. O She kept a diary
of the places she visited on holiday. 2. a
small book in which you write notes or make
appointments for each day of the week O /'ve
noted the appointment in my desk diary. O I
can’t fix the date immediately because [
haven't got my diary with me. (NOTE: The
plural is diaries.)

dice /dais/ noun a small cube with one to
six dots on each face, used for playing games
O Shake the dice in the cup and then throw
them onto the board. O He lost hundreds of
pounds playing dice. (NOTE: The plural is
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dice.) m verb 1. to cut food into small cubes
O diced potato 2. O to dice with death to do
something very risky (informal) O Running
across the main road is dicing with death.
dicey /'daisi/ adj dangerous (informal) Syn-
onym risky

dichotomy /dar'kotomi/ noun a differ-
ence between contradictory things

dick /dik/ noun penis (informal)

dickens /'dikinz/ noun (informal) o the
dickens of a lot of O It took the dickens of a
lot of time. 0 what the dickens? what ...? O
What the dickens is the matter with the heat-
ing pump?

dictate /dik'tert/ verb 1. to say something
to someone who writes down your words O
She dictated a letter to her secretary. O He
dictated his address to me over the phone. 2.
to tell someone what to do O The army com-
mander dictated the terms of the surrender. O
She’s always trying to dictate to us how to
run the business.

dictates /'dikterts/ plural noun ideas or
feelings that strongly influence people

® dictation /dik'terf(a)n/ noun the act of
dictating something to be written down. Syn-
onym transcription o to take dictation to
write down everything that someone is say-
ing in special writing

dictator /dik'teito/ noun a person who
rules a country alone. Synonym tyrant. Ant-
onym democrat

dictatorial / dikto'toiriol/ adj behaving
like a dictator. Synonym tyrannical. Ant-
onym democratic

dictatorship /dik'tertafip/ noun the rule
of a country by one person

diction /'dikfon/ noun a clear and under-
standable way of speaking

dictionary /'dik[on(o)ri/ noun a book
which lists words in alphabetical order, giv-
ing their meanings or translations into other
languages 0 a French dictionary a book
which gives English words with their French
translations, and French words with their
English translations O If you want to find the
French translation of this word, look it up in
a French dictionary. O a pocket dictionary a
small dictionary which you can put in your
pocket

dictum /'diktam/ noun a well-known say-
ing made by a famous person (formal) Syn-
onym pronouncement (NOTE: The plural is
dicta /'dikta/.)

did /did/ » do

didactic /dar'dektik/ adj giving moral ad-
vice. Synonym educational

didn’t /'did(o)nt/ » do

@ die /dar/ noun a metal stamp for making
coins W verb 1. to stop living O His mother
died last year. O She died in a car crash. O If



die away

you don’t water the plants they’ll die. ¥
death 2. o0 dying for or to wanting some-
thing very much O We're dying for a cold
drink. O I'm dying to read his book. O to die
laughing to laugh a lot (NOTE: dying — died)
die away /,dar o'wer/ verb to become less
noisy. Synonym fade

die down /,dar 'davn/ verb 1. to get less
strong O The wind began to die down. O The
government is waiting for the street protests
to die down. 2. (of plants) to die and lose
their stems and leaves O Chrysanthemums
will die down during the winter.

diehard /'datha:d/ adj very resistant to
change B noun a person who resists change
or persists in a particular belief or opinion

® die out /dar 'avt/ verb to disappear
gradually

® diesel /'di:z(o)l/ noun 1. o diesel (oil)
engine fuel which is thicker than petrol © My
new car runs on diesel. O London taxis have
diesel engines. 2. a car with a diesel engine O
His latest car is a diesel.

@ diet /'darot/ noun 1. the kind of food you
eat O He lives on a diet of bread and beer. O
These people are healthier than us because
their diet is simple. 2. eating only certain
types of food, either to become thinner or to
cure an illness O The doctor told her to fol-
low a strict diet. O a salt-free diet a diet
which does not contain salt 0 to be on a diet
to eat only certain types of food, especially in
order to become thin or to deal with an illness
O He's been on a diet for some weeks, but
still hasn'’t lost enough weight. O to go on a
diet to start to eat less O She went on a diet
before going on holiday. B verb to eat less
food or only one sort of food O He dieted for
two weeks before going on holiday. Synonym
slim. Antonym binge

dietary /'darot(o)ri/ adj referring to the
food people eat in terms of how it affects
their health. Synonym nutritional o dietary
fibre roughage, fibrous matter in food, which
cannot be digested

dietician /dard'tif(o)n/ noun a person
who specialises in the study of diets and ad-
vises people on what they should eat

® differ /'difo/ verb 1. not to be the same as
something else O The two machines differ
considerably — one has an electric motor, the
other runs on oil. 0 to differ from to be dif-
ferent from, not to be the same as O This car
differs from the earlier model. O Their busi-
ness differs from ours in one important as-
pect. 2. 0 1 beg to differ I do not agree

@ difference /'dif(o)rons/ noun a way in
which two things or amounts are not the
same O Can you tell the difference between
an apple and a pear with your eyes shut? O
What is the difference in price between these
two cars? O it doesn’t make any difference
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it’s not important O You can use any colour
you like — it doesn’t make any difference. 0
to split the difference to agree on a figure
which is halfway between two figures sug-
gested O Twenty’s too many, ten’s not
enough, let’s split the difference and say
fifteen.

differences /'dif (s)rensiz/ plural noun ar-
guments between people

@ different /'dif(o)ront/ adjnot the same O
Living in London is very different from living
in the country. O I went to three different
clothes shops but I couldn’t find anything in
my size. O He looks different now that he has
a beard. O that’s quite a different matter or
kettle of fish it’s not at all the same thing
differential / difo'ren[al/ adj which shows
a difference O The company has a differen-
tial system of pay for various levels of re-
sponsibility. ® noun (in a motor) the gears
between two drive shafts that allow one shaft
to turn at a different speed from the other,
while still transmitting power

® differentiate / difo'renfiert/ verb 1. to
recognise the difference between two things
O [ find it hard to differentiate between the
two brands of butter. O They couldn’t differ-
entiate between cheap champagne and really
top-quality stuff. 2. to treat two things differ-
ently O In this school, we don’t differentiate
between boys and girls.

differentiation / diforenfi'eif(o)n/ noun
the act of recognising or making a difference
between things

differently /'dif(o)rontli/ adv not in the
same way. Antonym similarly

@ difficult /'difik(o)lt/ adj not easy; hard to
do O The German examination was very dif-
ficult — half the class got low marks. O Find-
ing a parking space is difficult on Saturday
mornings. O The company is finding it diffi-
cult to sell their cars in the European market.
O to make things or life difficult for some-
one to create problems for someone O His
main aim at the office seems to be to make
life as difficult as possible for the secretaries.
@ difficulty /'difik(o)lti/ noun 1. o to have
difficulty with or in doing something to
find it hard to do something O She has diffi-
culty in paying the rent. 0 with difficulty not
easily O She walks with difficulty. 2. a prob-
lem O The difficulty is that nobody in the
group can drive. O He is in financial difficul-
ties. O She went swimming in the rough sea
and got into difficulties. O to create or make
difficulties for someone to create problems
for someone O She doesn 't realise that going
on holiday now is going to make difficulties
for everyone.

diffidence /'difidons/ noun shyness, being
diffident



diffident

diffident /'difidont/ adj shy; lacking confi-
dence. Synonym shy. Antonym brash
diffuse adj/dr'fjus/ 1. vague or unclear O
His writing tends to be very diffuse. ®m verb
/dr'fjuiz/ to spread something out or to send
something out. Antonym concentrate o dif-
fused light(ing) soft light which is spread out
and not concentrated in one spot O Diffused
lighting is good for intimate conversations
but it makes reading difficult.

@ dig /dig/ verb to make a hole in the
ground with a spade O She’s been digging in
the garden all morning. O They dug a big
hole in the ground. O The prisoners dug a
tunnel to try to escape. ® noun 1. an archaeo-
logical excavation, making holes in the
ground to find something O They are work-
ing on a dig to uncover the remains of a Ro-
man fort. 2. a funny attack in words O The
song is a dig at the Prime Minister.

digest verb /dar'dzest/ 1. to break down
food in the stomach and intestine, and con-
vert it into elements which can be absorbed
by the body O I find this meat difficult to di-
gest. 2. to think about something and under-
stand it fully O Give me time to digest the
news. ®m noun /'dardzest/ a summary (for-
mal) O He published a digest of the confer-
ence proceedings.

digestible /dar'dzestib(a)l/ adj which can
be digested. Synonym edible. Antonym
indigestible

digestion /dai'dzestfon/ noun the pro-
cess by which food is broken down and
elements absorbed into the body. Synonym
assimilation

digestive /dar'dzestiv/ adj which helps
you to digest food

digestive biscuit /dar,dzestiv 'biskit/
noun a sweet wholemeal biscuit

digger /'diga/ noun a person or machine
that digs up mud or earth

digit /'did31t/ noun 1. a single number O a
seven-digit phone number 2. a finger or toe
digital /'did31t(o)l/ adj 1. involving figures
2. (of audio and video signals) converted
into a form that can be processed by comput-
ers and accurately reproduced O A new digi-
tal recording of the symphony. O There will
soon be hundreds of digital channels avail-
able on TV.

digital camera /didzit(o)l 'kem(o)ro/
noun a camera that stores photographs in
digital form so that they can be processed by
a computer

digital clock /,didzit(a)l 'klok/ noun a
clock where the time is shown by figures,
such as 11:52:02, and not by hands on a dial
digital TV /,did3it(o)l ti:'vi:/ noun a TV
where the picture has been changed into a
form which a computer can process
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dignified /'dignifaid/ adj solemn and im-
portant-looking. Synonym distinguished
dignitary /'dignit(o)ri/ noun an important
person. Synonym notable. Antonym no-
body o civic dignitaries the mayor and
town council

® dignity /'digniti/ noun a solemn or seri-
ous way of behaving O to be beneath your
dignity to be too unimportant for you to
bother with O It’s beneath his dignity to do
the washing up.

dig out /,dig 'aut/ verb 1. to take someone
or something out by digging O He was dug
out of the snow after the avalanche. 2. to find
something after a lot of searching O They dug
out some old photographs of the village.
digress /dai'gres/ verb to start to talk or
write about something else. Antonym focus
digression /dar'gref(o)n/ noun starting to
talk or write about something else. Synonym
deviation

digs /digz/ noun a furnished room or rooms
let to people such as students (dated infor-
mal) Synonym lodgings

® dig up /,dig 'ap/ verb 1. to find some-
thing by digging O We dug up a Roman coin
in the garden. 2. to break a solid surface by
digging O The workmen had to dig the road
up to mend the water main. 3. to find infor-
mation with difficulty O He managed to dig
up some old government statistics.
dilapidated /dr'lzpidertid/ adj falling

into ruin. Synonym decrepit. Antonym
pristine
dilate /dar'lert/ verb to swell, to become

larger

dilemma /di'lema/ noun a difficult choice
which has to be made 0O in a dilemma not
sure what action to take

diligence /'dilidzens/ noun hard careful
work. Antonym carelessness

diligent /'dilidzont/ adj hard-working.
Synonym industrious. Antonym lazy
diligently /'dilidzentli/ adv in a
hard-working way

dill /di1l/ noun a common herb used in cook-
ing and in medicine

dilute /dar'lu:t/ verb 1. to add a liquid, usu-
ally water, to another liquid to make it
weaker O Dilute the disinfectant with water.
2. to make something weaker and less effec-
tive O The proposals were thought too radi-
cal and were diluted before being announced
to the press. B adj with water added O a solu-
tion of dilute antiseptic ~ Antonym
concentrated

dilution /dar'lu:[(s)n/ noun the action of
diluting

dim /dim/ adj 1. (of light) weak O The lights
grew dimmer. 0 I have a dim recollection of
it I can remember it vaguely O to take a dim



dime

view of something to disapprove of some-
thing O The boss takes a very dim view of
people who arrive late for work. 2. rather stu-
pid O Sorry, I'm feeling a bit dim today.
(NOTE: dimmer — dimmest) m verb 1. to
make a light less bright O They dimmed the
cabin lights before takeoff. 2. to become less
bright O The cinema lights dimmed before
the programme started. (NOTE: dimming —
dimmed)

dime /daim/ noun US a ten-cent coin

® dimension /dar'menfon/ noun the ex-
tent of a problem O the international dimen-
sion of the refugee problem O The task is
taking on huge dimensions.

dimensions /dar'menfonz/ plural noun
measurements such as length or height
diminish /di'minif/ verb 1. to make some-
thing smaller or weaker O Nothing dimin-
ishes his enthusiasm for flying. 2. to become
smaller or weaker O My income has dimin-
ished over the last few years.

diminutive /di'minjotiv/ adj very small O
They have a diminutive dog. Synonym tiny.
Antonym huge ® noun 1. a word showing
that something is small O ‘Booklet’ is a di-
minutive of ‘book’. 2. a short form of a name
O ‘Betty’ is a diminutive of ‘Elizabeth’.
dimly /'dimli/ adv not very clearly

dimple /'dimpal/ noun a small hollow in a
part of the body such as the chin or cheeks
din /din/ noun a loud noise © The children
are making such a din I didn’t hear the phone
ring. O What a din! Can’t you be a bit qui-
eter, please? O I couldn’t make out what the
guide was saying above the din of the ma-
chines. m verb 0 to din something into
someone’s head to force someone to learn
something O The instructors dinned it into
our heads that keeping detailed records is
absolutely vital.

dine /damn/ verb to have dinner (formal) o
to dine out to have dinner away from home.
» wine

diner /'damns/ noun 1. a person who is eat-
ing an evening meal O When the restaurant
caught fire, the diners ran into the street. 2.
the dining car on a train 3. US a small restau-
rant selling simple hot food (NOTE: Origi-
nally, these were made from old dining cars
from railway trains.)

dinghy /'digi/ noun a small boat, either
with oars or sails (NOTE: The plural is din-
ghies.)

dingo /'diggou/ noun an Australian wild
dog (NOTE: The plural is dingoes.)

dingy /'dind3i/ adj 1. gloomy and lacking
light 2. dirty or old-looking

dining car /'damniy ka:/ noun a railway
carriage where meals are served
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® dining room /'dainip ruim/ noun a
room in a house or hotel where you usually
cat

dining table /'dainiy ,teib(a)l/ noun a ta-
ble on which meals are served and eaten
(NOTE: Dining table refers to the piece of
furniture, but when you are sitting at it to
eat, it is called the dinner table.)

@ dinner /'dina/ noun 1. the main meal of
the day (usually eaten in the evening) O We
were having dinner when the telephone rang.
O Would you like to come to dinner on Satur-
day? O What are we having for dinner? or
What'’s for dinner? 2. a formal evening meal
O The club is organising a dinner and dance
on Saturday. 3. the meal eaten in the middle
of the day, especially at school O 4 small
number of the children are entitled to free
school dinners. (NOTE: If you call the meal in
the middle of the day dinner, then you call
the evening meal tea or supper. If you call
the evening meal dinner, then you call the
meal in the middle of the day lunch.)
dinner jacket /'dino dzakit/ noun a
man’s formal jacket

dinner party /'dino ,pa:ti/ noun a private
dinner to which guests are invited

dinner table /'dino ,teib(a)l/ noun a table
where people are eating

® dinnertime /'dinotaim/ noun the time
when you usually have dinner. Synonym
mealtime

dinosaur /'damoso:/ noun 1. a large pre-
historic reptile O At the time when dinosaurs
roamed the land, England was covered with
tropical forests. 2. someone who seems to
belong to a past age O He's one of the dino-
saurs of British politics.

diocese /'darasis/ noun an area under the
charge of a bishop

dioxide /dar'vksard/ noun a chemical
compound with two atoms of oxygen to one
atom of another substance

® dip /dip/ noun 1. a sudden drop in a road,
of land O Watch out — there’s a dip in the
road which makes it difficult to see oncoming
cars. 2. a savoury paste into which biscuits or
raw vegetables can be dipped as snacks O a
bowl of avocado dip 3. a short bathe or swim
O We have time for a quick dip before lunch.
O Are you coming for a dip in the pool? 4. a
sudden small fall O Last year there was a dip
in our sales. m verb 1. O to dip something
into something to put something quickly
into a liquid O She dipped the biscuit into her
coffee. O She dipped her hand into the
stream. 2. to fall suddenly O Shares dipped
sharply on the stock exchange. O The bird
flew overhead then dipped behind the trees.
3. O to dip your headlights to lower the
beam of the headlights of your car O Please
drive with dipped headlights in the tunnel.



diphtheria

diphtheria /dif'O1orio/ noun a serious in-
fectious disease of children

diphthong /'difboy/ noun two vowel
sounds which are pronounced together

diploma /di'plovmo/ noun a document
which shows that a person has reached a cer-
tain level of skill in a subject. Synonym
certificate

diplomacy /di'ploumasi/ noun the art of
negotiating, especially between different
countries

diplomat /'diplomzt/ noun a person, such
as an ambassador, who represents his country
abroad

diplomatic /,diplo'matik/ adj 1. referring
to diplomats or diplomacy O We are looking
for a diplomatic solution to the crisis, rather
than sending in troops. 2. careful not to give
offence O It wouldn’t be very diplomatic to
arrive late for the wedding.

diplomatic corps /diplo'matik ko:/
noun all the foreign diplomats in a country

dipped beam /dipt 'bizm/ noun the low-
ered headlights of a car

dire /'daro/ adj very serious. Synonym terri-
ble. Antonym wonderful o dire necessity
urgent need O Only phone me at home in
case of dire necessity. O in dire straits in a
very difficult situation O The company must
be in dire straits — the staff haven’t been paid
for weeks.

@ direct /dar'rekt/ adj 1. straight, without
any bends or stops O What'’s the most direct
way of getting to London? O direct line a
telephone line which takes you straight to the
person you wish to contact O This phone
number will give you a direct line to the min-
ister. O direct flight a flight without any
stops O There are direct flights every day to
London. O direct hit a hit right on the target
O We scored a direct hit on the enemy’s
headquarters. 2. not involving another per-
son or organisation 3. not trying to hide the
meaning O [ want a direct answer to a direct
question. B verb 1. to manage or to organise
something O He directs our London opera-
tions. O The policeman was directing the
traffic. 2. to aim towards a point O He di-
rected his remarks to the manager. 3. to tell
someone how to get to a place O Can you di-
rect me to the nearest post office? 4. to tell
someone to do something O The insecticide
has to be used as directed on the bottle. O He
did as he had been directed, and took the
plane to Birmingham. W adv 1. straight,
without stopping O The plane flies direct to
Anchorage. 2. without passing through an
operator O You can telephone New York di-
rect from here. 3. not involving other people
O They sell insurance direct to the public.
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direct current /dar'rekt 'karont/ noun an
electric current which flows in one direction.
Abbr DC. Compare alternating current
direct debit /dai,rekt 'debit/ noun a sys-
tem where a customer allows a company to
charge costs to his bank account automati-
cally and where the amount charged can be
increased or decreased with the agreement of
the customer

@ direction /dar'rekfon/ noun 1. the point
towards which you are going O You are go-
ing in the wrong direction if you want to get
to the station. O The post office is in the op-
posite direction. O in all directions every-
where O The wind was blowing bits of old
newspapers in all directions. » sense of di-
rection 2. O directions for use instructions
on how to use something 3. organising or
managing O He took over the direction of the
group.

directions /dar'rekfonz/ plural noun in-
structions on how to do something

® directive /dar'rektiv/ noun an official
instruction. Synonym order

@ directly /dar'rektly/ adv 1. straight, with-
out anything or anyone between O This door
opens directly into the kitchen. O She reports
directly to the managing director himself. 2.
soon O [I'll be with you directly. m conj as
soon as O [ will write the letter directly I get
home.

direct mail /dai,rekt 'meil/ noun selling
something by sending publicity material to
possible buyers through the post

direct object / dairekt 'pbdzikt/ noun a
noun or pronoun in a sentence representing
the person or thing affected directly by the
action of the verb

® director /dar'rekto/ noun 1. a person
who is appointed by the shareholders to help
run a firm O The sales director gave a report
on sales to date. O There are four directors
on the board of the company. 2. a person in
charge of an organisation or a project O She'’s
Just started her job as director of an interna-
tional charity. 3. a person who organises the
making of a film or play, giving instructions
to the actors, dealing with the lighting,
sound, etc. O Who was the first female direc-
tor to win an Oscar? Compare producer
directorate /dar'rekt(o)rot/ noun 1. a
group of directors O The directorate will
meet next week to discuss the issue. 2. an of-
ficial government body which directs some-
thing O a government examinations
directorate

® directory /dar'rekt(o)ri/ noun a book
giving lists of professional people, organisa-
tions or businesses with their addresses and
telephone numbers. Synonym listing
directory enquiries /dar rekt(o)ri -
'kwarariz/ noun a telephone service which



direct speech

finds phone numbers which you do not know
or cannot find

direct speech /damrekt 'spiitf/ noun
what someone actually says

direct tax /darrekt 'teeks/ noun a tax
based on income

direct taxation /darrekt tek'serf(o)n/
noun a tax, such as income tax, which is paid
straight to the government

® dirt /ds:t/ noun mud; earth O Children
were playing in the dirt. O His clothes were
covered with dirt from handling potatoes.
dirt cheap /ds:t 'tfiip/ adj, adv very
cheap

@ dirty /'ds:ti/ adj 1. not clean O Afier the
party, someone has to wash all the dirty
plates. O Don’t come into the kitchen with
your dirty boots on. 2. not honest, not done
according to the rules O He never uses vio-
lence himself, he just gets other people to do
his dirty work for him. O There was some
dirty play from the other team. O He's one of
the dirtiest players in Football League. 3.
pornographic, about sex O He keeps the dirty
magazines on the top shelf. O He makes his
money selling dirty postcards to tourists. 4. 0
dirty look an annoyed or disapproving look
O He got some dirty looks from the traffic
wardens. B verb to make something dirty, or
to cover something in dirt O Look — you 've
dirtied the clean kitchen floor! Synonym
soil. Antonym clean (NOTE: dirtier —
dirtiest)

dirty old man /,ds:ti ould 'men/ noun an
old man who shows a lot of interest in sex
(informal insult)

® dirty trick /,ds:ti 'trik/ noun 1. a nasty
action that upsets someone O That was a
dirty trick to play on an old lady. 2. a dishon-
est method of spoiling someone’s plans or of
ruining his or her reputation by spreading ru-
mours O They mounted a dirty tricks cam-
paign against the rival company.

disability /,diso'biliti/ noun a condition in
which a person is unable to use a part of their
body because of some permanent injury or
illness

disable /dis'erb(a)l/ verb to make someone
or something unable to function normally.
Synonym incapacitate

® disabled /dis'e1b(o)ld/ adj 1. not able to
use part of your body, e.g. because of illness
O a hospital for disabled ex-servicemen O
The car crash left him permanently disabled.
2. not able to work properly O 4 tug went to
the help of the disabled cruise ship. ® noun o
the disabled disabled people

disablement /dis'eib(o)lmont/ noun a
condition where a person has a physical or
mental disability

disabling /dis'eibliy/ adj which disables
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disadvantage / disod'va:ntidz/ noun a
drawback or a factor which makes someone
or something less likely to succeed O Her
main disadvantage is her lack of experience.
O It was a disadvantage not to be able to get
to the airport quickly. O There are certain
disadvantages to leaving at 5.30 in the morn-
ing. Synonym difficulty. Antonym advan-
tage o at a disadvantage handicapped by
something, suffering from a disadvantage O
We are at a disadvantage compared with our
competitors because we have no sales force.
disadvantaged /,disod'va:intidzd/ adj 1.
suffering a disadvantage O She was disad-
vantaged by her lack of experience. 2. living
in a poor environment, without any facilities
O state help for schools in disadvantaged
areas

disadvantageous /disadvon'terdzos/
adj which does not give an advantage; unfa-
vourable. Synonym detrimental. Antonym
advantageous

disaffected /diso'fektid/ adj discon-
tented or rebellious. Synonym disillu-
sioned. Antonym enthusiastic

@ disagree /,diso'grii/ verb 1. not to
agree, to say that you do not think the same
way as someone O We all disagreed with the
chairperson. O They all disagreed about
what to do next. 2. O to disagree with some-
one to make someone feel ill O Raw onions
disagree with me.

® disagreeable /diso'grirob(e)l/ adj
unpleasant

disagreeably / diso'gri:abli/ adv in an
unpleasant way

@ disagreement / diso'grizmont/ noun
an argument O They had a disagreement
about who should sit in the front row. O
Nothing could be decided because of the dis-
agreement between the chair and the
treasurer.

disallow /,diso'lav/ verb to reject some-
thing, not to accept something o the goal
was disallowed the goal was not counted in
the score

@ disappear /,diso'pio/ verb 1. to vanish,
not to be seen any more O He hit the ball
hard and it disappeared into the bushes. O
The two boys disappeared on their way home
from school. 2. to stop existing O The dino-
saurs disappeared millions of years ago.
disappearance /diso'prorons/ noun
vanishing

® disappoint /,diso'poimt/ verb to make
someone sad, because things did not turn out
as expected

® disappointed / disa'pointid/ adj sad,
because things did not turn out as expected O
She is disappointed with her exam results. O
He was disappointed because his ticket did-
n’t win a prize. O You should have seen the



disappointing

disappointed expression on his face. Syn-
onym let down. Antonym satisfied

® disappointing /diso'pomtiy/ adj
which makes you sad because it does not turn
out as expected. Synonym unsatisfactory.
Antonym satisfactory

® disappointment /diso'pointmont/
noun 1. sadness because what was expected
did not take place O To his great disappoint-
ment, he didn’t win anything on the lottery. O
She tried hard not to show her disappoint-
ment. (NOTE: no plural in this meaning) 2.
something that disappoints someone O It was
a disappointment to his parents when he
failed his exam. O After many disappoint-
ments she finally won a prize.

disapproval /,diso'pru:v(o)l/ noun the act
of disapproving. Synonym condemnation.
Antonym approval

disapprove / diso'pru:v/ verb o to disap-
prove of something to show that you do not
approve of something, that you do not think
something is good O The junta openly disap-
proves of the judicial system. O The head
teacher disapproves of members of staff
wearing jeans to school.

disarm /dis'a:m/ verb to remove weapons
from someone

disarmament /dis'aimomont/ noun re-
ducing the number of arms held by a country
disarming /dis'aimiy/ adj charming, in
such a way that you cannot be annoyed. Ant-
onym unattractive

disarray /,disa'rer/ noun a lack of order

@ disaster /di'za:sto/ noun 1. a catastro-
phe, a very bad accident O We're insured
against natural disasters such as hurricanes
and earthquakes. O The disaster was caused
by fog or was due to fog. O Ten people died
in the air disaster. 2. something that is com-
pletely unsuccessful O The advertising cam-
paign was a disaster — our sales went down.
O If'it rains the village fete will be a complete
disaster. 3. financial collapse O the com-
pany is heading for or is on a disaster
course the company is going to collapse
disaster area /di'za:stor ,eario/ noun 1.
a place that has recently undergone a natural
disaster 2. a very untidy or disorganised
place, person or situation

disastrous /di'za:stros/ adj very bad,
catastrophic

disastrously /di'za:strosli/ adv very
badly

disband /dis'bend/ verb 1. to split up an
organised group and end their activities O Af-
ter the successful coup, the former army was
disbanded. O We are disbanding our
door-to-door sales team and relying on mail
order selling in future. 2. to stop working to-
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gether O The group disbanded and its
members started to go solo.

disbelief / disbr'li:f/ noun extreme sur-
prise, not being able to believe something.
Synonym incredulity

disbelieve /,disbr'lizv/ verb 1. to not be-
lieve someone or something 2. to have no re-
ligious belief

@ disc /disk/ noun 1. a round flat object; a
music record O The setting sun was a huge
orange disc on the horizon. 2. a flat round
bone which links with others to make the
backbone

discard /dis'ka:d/ verb to put something
or someone on one side because they are no
longer useful, to throw something away. Syn-
onym throw away. Antonym keep
discern /di'sam/ verb 1. to see something,
to make something out with difficulty O In
the fog, we could barely discern the traffic
coming in the opposite direction. O Can you
discern any improvement in her pulse rate?
2. to understand something, to find out about
something O It’s hard to discern what her
motives might be.

discernible /di's3mab(e)l/ adj which can
be seen. Synonym visible

discerning /di'sainiy/ adj with good
judgement. Synonym discriminating. Ant-
onym indiscriminate

discharge noun /'distfa:d3/ 1. a liquid
which comes out of something such as a pipe
O The discharge from the factory flows into
the river. 2. pus which comes out of a wound
O The wound healed well with no further dis-
charge. 3. the payment of a debt O Discharge
of the debt must take place within thirty days.
4. the release of a prisoner O He was arrested
again within a month of his discharge from
prison. ® verb /dis't[aid3/ 1. to get rid of
waste O The factory is discharging waste wa-
ter into the river. 2. to send someone away O
The judge discharged the jury. 0O he was dis-
charged from hospital he was sent home
from hospital 3. to let a prisoner go free O
The prisoners were discharged by the judge.
O He was discharged after having served
eleven months in jail. 4. to pay a debt © How
will she discharge this debt if she has no in-
come? 5. to remove a load from a vehicle O
Several trucks were waiting to discharge
their loads. 6. to dismiss someone, to sack
someone O He was discharged for being late.
disciple /di'saip(a)l/ noun a follower, es-
pecially of a religious leader
disciplinarian /,disipli'nearion/ noun a
person who believes in strict discipline. Syn-
onym tyrant

disciplinary /disi'plinori/ adj which
keeps someone under control or which pun-
ishes someone. Synonym punitive



discipline

@ discipline /'disiplin/ noun 1. keeping
people under control O The tour leaders are
trying to keep discipline among the teenag-
ers. O We need to enforce stricter discipline
in the school. (NOTE: no plural in this mean-
ing) 2. a branch of learning O biology and
other related disciplines ®m verb to control
someone, to punish someone O As a result of
the investigation, one employee was dis-
missed and three were disciplined. O She was
disciplined for swearing at her supervisor.
disciplined /'disiplind/ adj trained and
well controlled

disc jockey /'disk ,d3pki/ noun a person
who plays music at a disco or on radio. Abbr
DJ

disclaim /dis'kleim/ verb not to admit, to
deny. Synonym deny o he disclaims all
knowledge of the payment he says he
knows nothing about the payment
disclaimer /dis'klermo/ noun 1. a denial
of responsibility 2. a statement in which a le-
gal right is renounced

disclose /dis'klovz/ verb to reveal a se-
cret. Antonym conceal

® disclosure /dis'klou3o/ noun 1. a piece
of information that had been kept secret be-
fore O The newspaper carried sensational
disclosures about the pop star’s private life.
2. the action of revealing a secret O He re-
signed after the disclosure of his corrupt
past.

disco /'diskou/ noun a place where people
dance to recorded music; a party where peo-
ple dance to pop music (NOTE: short for
disotheque. The plural is discos.)
discolour /dis'kala/ verb to change a col-
our (NOTE: The US spelling is discolor.)
discoloured /dis'kalod/ adj which has
changed colour (NOTE: The US spelling is
discolored.)

discomfort /dis'kamfot/ noun a lack of
comfort

disconcert /,diskon's3:t/ verb to surprise
and worry someone. Synonym unsettle
disconcerted /diskon'sa:tid/ adj un-
easy, or confused

disconcerting /,diskon'ss:tig/ adj wor-
rying or surprising. Synonym disturbing
disconnect / diska'nekt/ verb to remove
the connection to a mechanical or electrical
device. Antonym connect

discontent / diskon'tent/ noun a state of
not being satisfied. Synonym dissatisfac-
tion. Antonym contentment
discontented /diskon'tentid/ adj not
satisfied. Synonym dissatisfied. Antonym
contented

discontinue / diskon'tinju:/ verb to stop
stocking, selling or making a product. Ant-
onym continue
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discord /'disko:d/ noun a lack of
agreement

discordant /dis'ko:dnt/ adj 1. not in
agreement O Anyone wanting to express dis-
cordant opinions was prevented from doing
so by the chair. O to strike a discordant
note to say something that other people will
not like or agree with O I don 't wish to strike
a discordant note, but your suggestions don’t
seem at all helpful to me. 2. out of harmony
O The discordant chords of the music sound
odd to our ears.

discotheque /'diskotek/ noun full form
of disco

® discount noun /'diskaunt/ an amount
by which a full price is reduced O The store
gives a discount on bulk purchases. O We
give a discount on summer holidays booked
before Christmas. Synonym reduction o to
sell goods at a discount or discount price to
sell goods below the usual price o 10% dis-
count for cash, 10% cash discount you pay
10% less if you pay in cash m verb /dis-
'kaount/ 1. to reduce the price of goods © We
are discounting many items in our January
sales. 2. not to pay any attention to some-
thing O Don’t discount all his advice — he is
very experienced.

discourage /dis'karidz/ verb 1. not to en-
courage O We try to discourage people from
coming in without tickets. 2. to take away all
hope O They were completely discouraged by
their results. O Don't be discouraged by the
small number of people in the audience.
discouraged /dis'karidzd/ adj feeling
less confident or optimistic
discouragement /dis'karidzmant/ noun
1. feeling or being discouraged O He gave up
in discouragement after failing his exam for
the fifth time. 2. a thing which discourages
you from doing something O In spite of vari-
ous discouragements, she continued studying
and got her degree.

discouraging /dis'karidzig/ adj not
encouraging

® discourse /'diskois/ noun a talk, a
speech

discourteous /dis'ka:tios/ adj rude. Ant-
onym polite

@ discover /di'skave/ verb to find some-
thing new or to learn something for the first
time O Who discovered penicillin? O We dis-
covered that the estate agent had sold the
house twice. O The auditors discovered some
errors in the accounts.

discoverer /di'skavara/ noun a person who
discovers something. Synonym inventor

® discovery /di'skav(a)ri/ noun 1. the act
of finding something new or learning some-
thing for the first time O her discovery that
someone had been in her house while she
was away O They congratulated him on his
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discovery of a new planet. 2. a new thing
which has been found O The first discovery
they made was that the lake contained salt
water. O Look at his latest discovery — an an-
tique oak table which he found in a barn.
discredit /dis'kredit/ noun loss of respect
O She brought discredit on the whole family.
(NOTE: no plural) m verb to make people
doubt or lose respect for someone or some-
thing O When stories about his private life
appeared in the press he was totally discred-
ited as a minister. O They set out to discredit
his research.

discreet /di'skri:t/ adj 1. not giving away
or trying to find out private information
about other people O She never gossips — she
is very discreet. 2. not intending to attract at-
tention O / had a discreet word with the vicar
before the service.

discreetly /dis'kri:tli/ adv quietly, without
anyone noticing

discrepancy /di'skreponsi/ noun a lack
of agreement between figures or stories. Syn-
onym inconsistency (NOTE: The plural is
discrepancies.)

discretion /di'skref(o)n/ noun 1. the
power to decide or choose what to do O at
your discretion O 1 leave it to your discre-
tion I will let you decide what to do O Gratu-
ities are left to the discretion of the customer.
2. wisdom, tact, or good sense O He showed
great discretion in his handling of the family
crisis. 3. the ability to keep a secret, not to
give information about someone O You can
rely on her — she’s known for her discretion.
(NOTE: no plural)

discretionary /di'skref(o)n(o)ri/  adj
which can be done if someone wants it. Syn-
onym optional. Antonym mandatory o the
tribunal has wide discretionary powers the
tribunal can act in various ways when it de-
cides it is necessary

® discriminate /di'skriminert/ verb 1. to
distinguish O to discriminate between two
things to treat two things in different ways O
The selectors must not discriminate between
men and women applicants. O We discrimi-
nate between part-time and full-time staff. 2.
O to discriminate against to be biased
against O She accused the management of
discriminating against her.

discriminating /di'skriminertiy/ adj able
to tell the difference between two things, able
to tell the value of something. Synonym
discerning

discrimination /di skrimi'nerf(a)n/ noun
1. treating people in different ways because
of class, religion, race, language, colour or
sex O We try to avoid discrimination against
older applicants. O sexual or sex discrimi-
nation, discrimination on grounds of sex
treating men and women in different ways 2.
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good taste O The shop sells gifts which ap-
peal to people with discrimination. (NOTE:
no plural)

discriminatory /di'skrimimnot(o)ri/ adj
which shows discrimination. Synonym
biased

discursive /di'sk3:s1v/ adj which does not
keep to the point, which changes from one
subject to another. Antonym concise
discus /'diskas/ noun a flat round disc
which is thrown as a sport (NOTE: Do not
confuse with discuss. The plural is dis-
cuses.)

@ discuss /di'skas/ verb to talk about a se-
rious matter or problem O The point of the
meeting is to discuss how to save money. O
They spent hours discussing the details of the
wedding. Synonym talk over

@ discussion /di'skaf(e)n/ noun talking
about a serious matter or problem O Most
problems can be solved by discussion. O The
next programme will feature a discussion be-
tween environmental experts. O She had a
heated discussion with the bus driver. Syn-
onym conversation o the question under
discussion the question we are talking about
disdain /dis'demn/ noun a feeling that
someone or something is inferior O She
showed her disdain by refusing to shake his
hand. Synonym scorn. Antonym respect
(NOTE: no plural) m verb 1. to look down on
something O She disdains all modern appli-
ances like computers and mobile phones. 2.
O to disdain to do something to refuse to do
something because it is beneath you O He
disdained to carry his own luggage, but got a
porter to do it for him.

disdainful /dis'demf(o)l/ adj superior,
showing disdain. Antonym respectful

@ disease /di'zi:z/ noun a serious illness O
Hundreds of people caught the disease. O It
is a disease that can be treated with
antibiotics.

diseased /di'zi:zd/ adj 1. affected by an
illness 2. not whole or normal

disembark /,disim'ba:k/ verb to get off a
ship or a plane, etc. Antonym embark
disembarkation /disimba:'kerf(o)n/
noun the act of getting off a ship or a plane
etc.

disembodied /,disim'bodid/ adj without
physical presence

disenchanted /,disin't fa:ntid/ adj o to
be disenchanted with something not to be
as pleased as you used to be with something,
to start to dislike something O She’s very dis-
enchanted with her new job and is thinking of
quitting.

disengage / disin'gerds/ verb 1. o to dis-
engage the clutch (in a car, etc.) to press
down on the clutch pedal, so that the engine
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is no longer connected with the gears 2. to
break off a military action O the troops dis-
engaged the troops stopped fighting
disengagement /,disin'gerdzmoant/
noun the act of stopping fighting
disentangle /disin'teengal/ verb 1. to
straighten out things that are tied or knotted
together 2. to clarify something 3. to free
someone from a complicated situation
disfavour /dis'ferva/ noun a lack of ap-
proval (NOTE: The US spelling is disfavor.)
O to fall into disfavour to stop being ap-
proved of O The minister fell into disfavour
and was exiled. O The duke incurred the
king’s disfavour.

disfigure /dis'figa/ verb to change some-
one’s appearance so as to make it less
pleasant

disfigurement /dis'figoment/ noun a
mark that makes someone or something look
less attractive. Synonym scar. Antonym
enhancement
disfiguring
disfigures

® disgrace /dis'grers/ noun 1. the loss of
someone’s respect because of errors, scandal
or corruption O The minister’s disgrace fol-
lowed the discovery of the papers in his of-
fice. o the minister fell into disgrace the
minister became out of favour 2. a thing
which brings shame O He'’s a disgrace to the
teaching profession. O It was a disgrace to
see her lying on the pavement like that.
(NOTE: no plural) m verb to bring shame on
someone O He disgraced all his family by ar-
riving drunk at the tea party. O to disgrace
yourself to do something which brings
shame on you O He disgraced himself by
throwing sandwiches at the speakers.
disgraced /dis'greist/ adj no longer in a
position of authority because of errors, cor-
ruption or scandal

disgraceful /dis'greisf(o)l/ adj which
people should be ashamed of, terrible. Syn-
onym shameful

disgruntled /dis'grantld/ adj annoyed or
discontented. Antonym contented
disguise /dis'garz/ noun a costume or wig,
e.g., to make a person look like someone else
O I didn’t recognise him as he was wearing a
disguise. Synonym mask O in disguise
dressed to look like someone else O The
tramp turned out to be a policeman in dis-
guise. B verb 1. to dress someone or yourself
s0 as to look like someone else O He entered
the country disguised as a fisherman. O She
wore a wig to disguise her hair. 2. to make
something look or sound different o there is
no disguising the fact you cannot hide the
fact

disgust /dis'gast/ noun 1. a strong dislike,
feeling sick O The sight of the dead cat filled

/dis'figoriy/ adj which
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dishwasher

her with disgust. 2. a strong feeling of annoy-
ance O To my disgust, the examiner passed
my friend and failed me. O in disgust show-
ing that you are upset and annoyed O She
walked out of the interview in disgust. m verb
to give someone a strong feeling of dislike or
disapproval O The smell of cooking disgusted
her. O The greediness of these people dis-

gusts me. Synonym sicken. Antonym
please
disgusted /dis'gastid/ adj feeling

shocked. Antonym charmed

@ disgusting /dis'gastiy/ adj that fills
you with disgust. Synonym revolting

@ dish /dif/ noun 1. a large plate for serv-
ing food O She carefully arranged the slices
of meat on a dish. 2. 0 to wash or do the
dishes to wash plates, glasses, cutlery after a
meal O He'’s offered to do the dishes. 3. a
plate of prepared food © We are trying a new
Mexican dish. 4. a round aerial, shaped like a
plate, used to get signals from satellites O A/-
most every house in the street has a satellite
dish on the roof. (NOTE: The plural is
dishes.)

dishcloth /'difklo6/ noun a cloth for
washing dishes

dishearten /dis'ha:t(o)n/ verb to discour-
age someone

disheartened /dis'ha:t(o)nd/ adj feeling
discouraged

disheartening /dis'ha:t(o)niy/ adj mak-
ing somebody lose hope or enthusiasm
dishes /'dif1z/ plural noun things you use
for eating from, such as plates and cups
dishevelled /di'fevld/ adj (of hair) wild,
which has not been combed (NOTE: The US
spelling is disheveled.)

dishonest /dis'pnist/ adjnot honest
dishonestly /dis'pnistli/ adv not honestly
dishonesty /dis'pnisti/ noun a lack of
honesty. Synonym deceit (NOTE: no plural)
dishonour /dis'ona/ noun losing your
honour O His actions brought dishonour to
the school. m verb not to honour something
(NOTE: [all senses] The US spelling is dis-
honor.)

dishonourable /dis'on(a)rab(a)l/  adj
with dishonour (NOTE: The US spelling is
dishonorable.)

dishonourably /dis'pnorebli/ adv in a
dishonourable way (NOTE: The US spelling
is dishonorable.)

® dish out /,dif 'aut/ verb to hand some-
thing out, especially in large quantities (infor-
mal) Synonym distribute

® dish up /,dif 'ap/ verb to serve food

® dishwasher /'difwp[a/ noun a machine
for washing dishes 0 dishwasher-proof (of
dishes) not harmed by being washed in a
dishwasher



dishwater

dishwater /'difwo:ta/ noun water which
has been used for washing dishes
disillusion /disi'lu:3(a)n/ verb to make
someone feel let down, or sad that something
has not turned out as expected. Antonym
inspire

disillusioned /,disi'lu:3(a)nd/ adj fecling
that something has not turned out as expected
disillusionment  /disr'lu:z(o)nmont/
noun a feeling of being let down because
something has not turned out as expected
disinclined / disin'klaind/ adj o to be
disinclined to do something to feel you do
not want to do something (formal) O I'm dis-
inclined to lend them any more money.
disinfect /disin'fekt/ verb to remove
germs or bacteria from something. Synonym
sterilise. Antonym contaminate
disinfectant / disin'fektont/ noun a sub-
stance used to kill germs and bacteria. Syn-
onym antiseptic

disinformation /,disinfo'merf(o)n/ noun
false information that is intended to confuse
an enemy or an opponent. Synonym decep-
tion. Antonym truth

disingenuous /,disin'dzenjuas/ adj pre-
tending to be sincere while trying to hide
something. Synonym dishonest
disintegrate /dis'intigreit/ verb to fall to
pieces. Synonym crumble. Antonym
reconstitute

disinterested /dis'intrastid/ adj 1. quite
impartial, not in favour of one side or the
other O a totally disinterested observer 2. not
interested O She seemed quite disinterested
in what was going on. (NOTE: This use is
common, but regarded as wrong. Tthe cor-
rect word to use in this meaning is uninter-
ested.)

disjointed /dis'dzomtid/ adj without any
links; unconnected. Antonym coherent
disk drive /'disk drarv/ noun a device
which holds a disk in a computer and con-
trols the access of information

® dislike /dis'laik/ noun 1. not liking
something or someone O She had never felt
such a dislike for someone before. O to take
a dislike to to hate O Their dog took a hearty
dislike to the postman. 2. a thing which you
do not like O We try to take account of the
likes and dislikes of individual customers. ®
verb not to like something or someone O /
dislike him intensely. O I dislike it when the
people behind me at the cinema start whis-
pering. O My father dislikes having to get up
early on Monday mornings. Synonym hate o
I don’t dislike Mozart I quite like Mozart
dislocate /'dislokert/ verb 1. to displace a
bone from its normal position at a joint O He
fell and dislocated his elbow. O The shoulder
joint dislocates easily. 2. to disorganise
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disobedient

something O Train services have been dislo-
cated by the strike.

dislocation /dislo'kerf(o)n/ noun 1. a
condition where a bone is displaced from its
normal position at a joint O The dislocation
of his elbow means that he can’t drive. 2. dis-
organisation O The fog will lead to some dis-
location of services.

dislodge /dis'lod3/ verb to move some-
thing which is stuck. Synonym remove
disloyal /dis'loral/ adj not loyal. Synonym
unfaithful. Antonym loyal

disloyalty /dis'loralti/ noun a lack of loy-
alty, not being loyal. Antonym loyalty
dismal /'dizm(o)l/ adj miserable
dismally /'dizmali/ adv miserably o to fail
dismally to fail very badly O He failed his
test dismally.

dismantle /dis'ment(o)l/ verb to take
something to pieces

dismay /dis'mer/ noun great disappoint-
ment O To her great dismay she couldn’t find
her passport. O To the dismay of the support-
ers, the team played extremely badly. ®m verb
to strike someone with horror O His reaction
to her letter dismayed her. O She was dis-
mayed to find that her passport had been
stolen.

dismayed /dis'merd/ adj shocked and
upset

dismember /dis'membo/ verb to cut
something up into pieces

® dismiss /dis'mis/ verb 1. to remove an
employee from a job O He was dismissed for
being late. O When they found him taking
money from the petty cash he was dismissed
instantly. 2. to send someone away O At the
end of the interview he dismissed her with a
brief ‘good afternoon’. 3. to refuse to con-
sider an idea O Her plan was dismissed as
being quite impractical. O All his suggestions
were dismissed by the MD. 4. to refuse a re-
quest O They dismissed my application for a
loan.

dismissal /dis'mis(e)l/ noun removal
from a job O unfair dismissal the removing
of a person from his job for reasons which do
not appear to be reasonable O He appealed to
the tribunal on the grounds of unfair
dismissal.

dismissive /dis'misiv/ adj showing that
you do not consider something or someone
important

dismount /dis'maunt/ verb to get off
something such as a horse or bicycle. Syn-
onym get down

disobedience /diso'bi:dions/ noun an
act of refusing to obey someone. Synonym
defiance. Antonym obedience
disobedient /,diso'bi:diont/ adjnot obey-
ing. Synonym defiant. Antonym obedient



disobey

disobey /,diso'bel/ verb not to obey. Syn-
onym defy. Antonym obey

® disorder /dis's:do/ noun 1. a lack of or-
der O The whole office is in a state of disor-
der. 2. a riot, disturbance in the streets O
Violent public disorders broke out in the
streets. 3. an illness O She suffers from a
stomach disorder. O a doctor who specialises
in disorders of the kidneys or in kidney
disorders

disordered /dis'o:dod/ adj 1. untidy or
confused 2. not working normally
disorderly /dis'o:doli/ adj wild and out of
order

disorganised /dis'o:gonaizd/, disorga-
nized adj not well organised

disorientate /dis'o:riontert/ verb to make
someone feel confused, especially so that
they do not know where they are (NOTE: The
US term is disorient.)

disown /dis'oun/ verb to refuse to accept
that something is yours

disparage /di'sparids/ verb to say that
something is not very good. Synonym belit-
tle. Antonym praise

disparagement /di'sparidzmont/ noun
the act of disparaging. Antonym praise
disparaging /di'spazridziy/ adj saying
that something is not very good. Synonym
critical

disparate /'disp(o)rot/ adj various or
different

disparity /di'speeriti/ noun difference (for-
mal). Antonym parity

dispassionate /dis'paf(e)nat/ adj calm,
with no emotion. Synonym calm

dispatch /dr'spatf/ noun 1. sending O
Dispatch of the goods will be delayed until
Monday. 2. a message sent O The reporters
send regular dispatches from the war zone. O
We received a dispatch from our Calcutta of-
fice. (NOTE: The plural is dispatches.) o
with dispatch immediately and with as much
speed as possible (formal) m verb 1. to send
something O They dispatched the message to
all commanding officers. O The goods were
dispatched to you first thing this morning. 2.
to finish doing something quickly O She set
to work on the files and dispatched most of
them by lunchtime.

dispatch box /di'spat [ boks/ noun a box
with government papers

dispel /di'spel/ verb to clear something
away (NOTE: dispelling — dispelled)
dispensary /di'spensori/ noun a place
where a chemist prepares medicines accord-
ing to a doctor’s prescription
dispensation /dispen'seif(o)n/ noun
permission not to follow something such as a
rule
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disposable

dispense /di'spens/ verb 1. to provide
something O Local magistrates dispense jus-
tice in the villages. O He sits in his office dis-
pensing good advice to anyone who asks him
for it. 2. O to dispense with something not
to use something any more O We've dis-
pensed with the services of an accountant.

dispenser /di'spenso/ noun a machine
which automatically provides something
when money is put in or a button is pushed
dispensing chemist  /di'spensip
kemist/ noun a chemist who prepares and
sells medicine

dispersal /di'sp3:s(o)l/ noun the way in
which people or things are spread over an
area

disperse /di'spa:s/ verb 1. to clear some-
thing away O The sun will soon disperse the
mist. O The police were called in to disperse
the crowds of angry fans. 2. to move quickly
in different directions O The crowd dispersed
rapidly once the parade was over.

dispersed /di'spa:st/ adj spread across a
wide area, not close together

dispirited /di'spiritid/ adj sad or unhappy;
feeling disappointed. Antonym cheerful
displace /dis'plers/ verb to move some-
thing from its usual place

displacement /dis'plersmont/ noun 1.
the moving of something to a different place
O The invasion resulted in the displacement
of thousands of people from their homes. 2.
an amount of water which is removed by a
floating ship, used to show the size of the
ship O A4 ship with a displacement of 20,000
tons.

@ display /di'spler/ noun 1. a show, exhi-
bition O a display of local crafis O They have
a fine display of Chinese porcelain. 2. 0 on
display shown in an exhibition or for sale O
The shop has several car models on display.
m verb 1. to put something on show O She is
displaying her collection of Persian carpets
at the antiques fair. 2. to show something O
He displayed considerable courage in meet-
ing the rebel troops. O Make sure your park-
ing ticket is clearly displayed on the
windscreen.

displease /dis'pli:z/ verb to make some-
one angry or annoyed. Synonym anger. Ant-
onym please

displeased /dis'plizzd/ adj annoyed or
dissatisfied

displeasure /dis'ple3a/ noun a feeling of
being annoyed. Synonym anger. Antonym
pleasure (NOTE: no plural)

disposable /di'spouzab(o)l/ adj which
can be used and then thrown away O dispos-
able cups



disposable income

disposable income /di,spouzab(s)l
'nkam/ noun an amount of income left after
the tax has been taken away

disposal /di'spouz(a)l/ noun 1. the act of
getting rid of something O The disposal of re-
fuse is a problem for large cities. 2. 0 my car
is at your disposal you can use my car if you
want to 0 I am at your disposal I am ready
to do anything you want

dispose /di'spouz/ verb T to dispose of
something to get rid of something O How
are we going to dispose of all this waste pa-
per? O His objections are easily disposed of-
disposed /di'spouzd/ adj o he is well dis-
posed towards us he approves of what we
are doing O to be disposed to do something
to feel like doing something (formal) © They
are disposed to accept our terms.
disposition /,dispa'zif(o)n/ noun 1. char-
acter, tendency O He has a pleasant
easy-going disposition. O She has a disposi-
tion to argue with her husband. 2. the act of
passing land or goods to another person, es-
pecially in a will O fo make testamentary
dispositions

disproportionate /dispra'po:f(a)nat/
adj not of a suitable size or amount for a par-
ticular purpose

disprove /dis'pru:v/ verb to prove some-
thing is wrong. Antonym prove

@ dispute /di'spju:t, 'dispju:it/ noun an
argument O He tried to mediate in the dis-
pute. O There was a little dispute over who
would pay the bill. O in dispute not agreed O
The ownership of the land is in dispute. ®
verb to argue that something is not correct O
I dispute her version of what happened. O
There is no disputing the fact that Sarah is
the best qualified of the candidates.
disqualification /dis kwolifr'kerf(o)n/
noun an action by which someone is disqual-
ified. Antonym entitlement

disqualify /dis'kwolifar/ verb to make
someone not able to do something. Synonym
ban

disquiet /dis'kwarot/ noun worry. Syn-
onym unrest

disquieting /dis'kwarotig/ adj worrying
disregard /,disri'ga:d/ noun o disregard
for something not paying any attention to
something O He showed a complete disre-
gard for public safety. ® verb to take no no-
tice of O He disregarded the warning signs
and went on along the road. Synonym ig-
nore. Antonym heed

disrepair /,disri'pea/ noun o in a state of
disrepair needing to be repaired
disreputable /dis'repjutab(o)l/ adj with a
bad reputation, especially for criminal activ-
ity. Antonym reputable
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dissident

disrepute /,disri'pju:t/ noun a bad reputa-
tion O to bring something into disrepute to
give something a bad reputation O He was
accused of bringing the club into disrepute
by his extraordinary behaviour.
disrespect / disri'spekt/ noun a lack of
respect to someone. Antonym respect
disrespectful / disr1'spektf(o)l/ adj lack-
ing respect; rude. Synonym rude. Antonym
respectful

disrupt /dis'rapt/ verb 1. to stop a service
running normally O The snowstorm has dis-
rupted bus services throughout the country.
2. to break up or to interrupt a meeting O We
are not used to having our meetings dis-
rupted by protesters.

® disruption /dis'rapfon/ noun 1. stop-
ping the normal working of something O The
fog has caused disruption to rail timetables.
2. breaking up or interruption of a meeting O
We locked the door so that there would be no
more disruptions.

disruptive /dis'raptiv/ adj which disrupts.
Synonym troublesome

dissatisfaction /dis,satis'fakon/ noun
a lack of satisfaction. Synonym displeasure
dissatisfied /dis'sztisfaid/ adj not satis-
fied. Synonym displeased. Antonym
satisfied

dissect /dar'sekt/ verb to cut up a body to
examine it

dissection /dai'sek[an/ noun the process
of cutting up something such as a body or
plant, for scientific purposes

disseminate /di'seminert/ verb to spread
something around

dissemination /di,semi'nerf(o)n/ noun
the act of spreading news around

dissent /di'sent/ noun lack of agreement O
The chairman wished to avoid dissent. O
They received many letters of dissent. Ant-
onym agreement (NOTE: Do not confuse
with descent.) ® verb O to dissent from not
to agree with O The sales director dissented
from the majority view. O there were two
dissenting votes two people voted against
dissenter /di'sento/ noun someone who
strongly disagrees with something, especially
with matters relating to the Church
dissenting /di'sentip/ adj disagreeing
with the beliefs or opinions of a majority
dissertation /,diso'terf(o)n/ noun a long
essay written as part of a university course
disservice /dr'ssivis/ noun an action
which damages or harms O to do somebody
a disservice to do something which harms
someone O you do yourself a disservice you
are harming your reputation

dissident /'disidont/ adj not in agreement
with the state O a dissident writer Synonym
rebel m noun a person who is not in agree-



dissimilar

ment with the state O Several dissidents tried
to set up an underground newspaper. O It
was a time when dissidents were being ar-
rested and thrown in jail. Synonym dis-
senter > Antonym (all senses) conformist
dissimilar /di'similo/ adj not the same.
Synonym unlike. Antonym similar o they
are not dissimilar they are alike

dissipate /'disipeit/ verb 1. to clear some-
thing away O The hot sun soon dissipated the
morning mist. O His statement did a lot to
dissipate the feeling of annoyance among the
members. 2. to waste something such as
money, time or skill O After winning the lot-
tery he dissipated the lot on drink and expen-
sive cars.

dissipated /'disipertid/ adj living in a
way which many people do not approve of,
e.g. by spending a lot of money on physical
pleasure

dissociate /di'sousiert/ verb o to dissoci-
ate yourself from to say that you want noth-
ing to do with O I wish to dissociate myself
from the opinions expressed by my colleague.
dissolution /,disa'lu:f(a)n/ noun the end-
ing of a formal relationship, such as a mar-
riage O dissolution of Parliament the ending
of a Parliament, so forcing a general election
O The government lost the vote of no confi-
dence, so the Prime Minister asked for a dis-
solution of Parliament.

dissolve /di'zolv/ verb 1. to make a solid
substance become part of a liquid O Dissolve
the sugar in half a litre of boiling water. O
The powder should be completely dissolved
in warm water. 2. to become part of a liquid
O The sugar dissolved quite quickly. O Stir
the mixture until the sugar dissolves. 3. to
bring something to an end O to dissolve a
partnership or a company or a marriage O to
dissolve Parliament to close the Parliament,
and call new elections 4. O to dissolve in(to)
tears to start to cry with a lack of control
dissuade /di'sweid/ verb o to dissuade
someone from something to persuade some-
one not to do something O We tried to dis-
suade her from entering the beauty
competition.

dissuasion /di'swer3(o)n/ noun persuad-
ing someone not to do something. Synonym
discouragement. Antonym encourage-
ment

@ distance /'distons/ noun 1. a space from
one point to another O What is the distance
from London to Geneva? O The furthest dis-
tance I have travelled by train is 800 km. O
The railway line goes underground for a
short distance. O The hotel is only a short
distance away. 0 within walking distance
near enough to walk to O The hotel is within
walking distance of the town centre. 2. O
from a distance seen from some way away
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distinction

O From a distance, the mountain looks like a
sleeping animal. O in the distance a long
way away O [ caught sight of the mountain in
the distance. O We could hear guns firing in
the distance. ®m verb O to distance yourself
from to show that you are some distance
away from O The police chief took pains to
distance himself from the remarks made by
the President.

distance learning /'distons I3/
noun studying in your own time away from
the place where the course is organised, using
radio or TV

® distant /'distont/ adj 1. far away O We
could hear the sound of distant gunfire. O
distant relative a relative who is not a mem-
ber of the immediate family O She’s a very
distant relative — her grandfather was my
grandmother’s cousin. O in the not too dis-
tant future fairly soon O We expect to move
house in the not too distant future. O in the
dim and distant past a long time ago O It all
happened in the dim and distant past when 1
was at university. 2. not very friendly O The
manager was quite helpful but distant.
distaste /dis'terst/ noun a dislike

distasteful /dis'terstf(o)l/ adj unpleasant.
Antonym pleasant

distended /di'stendid/ adj swollen

distil /dr'st1l/ verb to make pure water or al-
cohol by heating the liquid, and collecting
the steam (NOTE: distilling — distilled. The
US spelling is distill.)

distillation /,distr'letf(o)n/ noun the pro-
cess of distilling

distilled water /di'stild 'wo:ta/ noun ex-
tremely pure water that has been distilled,
used, e.g., to top up car batteries

distillery /di'stilori/ noun a factory for dis-
tilling alcohol (NOTE: The plural is distiller-
ies.)

® distinct /dr'stigkt/ adj 1. separate O
There are two distinct varieties of this plant.
O They keep their printing works quite dis-
tinct from their publishing company. 2. clear
O I got the distinct impression that he was
carrying a gun. O Did you notice the distinct
tone of anger in his voice?

@ distinction /dr'stigkfon/ noun 1. a dif-
ference O There is a distinction between be-
ing interested in politics and joining a
political party. O to make a distinction be-
tween two things to notice that two things
are different O You must try to make a dis-
tinction between the police and the secret
service. 2. the highest mark O She got a dis-
tinction in her exam. 3. a special excellence
O He served in the war with distinction. O
She had the distinction of being the first
woman pilot.



distinctive

® distinctive /di'stigktiv/ adj very notice-
able, which makes one thing different from
others. Synonym characteristic
distinctively /dis'tigktivli/ adv in a dis-
tinctive way

® distinctly /di'stipktli/ adv clearly. Syn-
onym definitely

® distinguish /di'stiggwif/ verb 1. to see
or hear clearly; to make out details O With
the binoculars we could easily distinguish the
houses on the other side of the lake. O I could
distinguish at least two birds calling to each
other. 2. O to distinguish between two
things to recognise the difference between
two things O Children must be taught to dis-
tinguish between right and wrong. O It’s dif-
Sicult to distinguish by sight between salt and
caster sugar. O to distinguish one thing
from another to notice that two things are
not the same O [ find it difficult to distinguish
the blue from the green in the design.
distinguishable /di'stiggwifob(a)l/ adj
which can be distinguished

® distinguished /di'stiggwift/ adj im-
portant and well known. Synonym illus-
trious

distinguishing /di'stiggwi1y/ adj which
makes someone or something different. Syn-
onym unique. Antonym typical

distort /di'sto:t/ verb 1. to twist something
O His face was distorted with pain. O dis-
torting mirrors mirrors made of bent glass,
which change your appearance 2. to give a
false impression of something O He distorted
the meaning of my speech.

® distortion /di'sto:f(a)n/ noun 1. bend-
ing and twisting out of shape O The accident
was caused by the distortion of the rails in
the hot weather. 2. something that gives a
false impression O I is a complete distortion
of the truth.

distract /di'streekt/ verb to attract some-
one’s attention when they should be doing
something else O to distract someone’s at-
tention to make someone look at something
different O If you distract her attention, I’ll
try to snatch her handbag.

distracted /di'streektid/ adj feeling ex-
tremely worried and unable to think clearly
® distraction /di'strakfon/ noun 1. an
entertainment O We went to London to look
for some distraction. 2. a thing which stops
you from concentrating O How can I do my
work properly with all the distractions of the
family? 3. 0 he loved her to distraction he
was greatly in love with her

distraught /dr'stroit/ adj feeling ex-
tremely worried and unable to think clearly
distress /di'stres/ noun 1. a great sad or
painful feeling O I don’t want to cause the
family any distress. O The whole family was
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disturb

in distress at grandmother’s death. 2. diffi-
culty O We knew the ship was in distress
when we saw the flares. O distress signal a
signal sent when you are in difficulties m
verb to make someone very sad and worried
O The news of her grandmother’s death dis-
tressed her very much. Antonym soothe
distressed /di'strest/ adj very sad and
worried
distressing /di'stresiy/ adj very sad and
ing
® distribute /di'stribju:t/ verb 1. to share
something out, to give something to several
people O She distributed part of her money to
the poor. O The stewardesses came round,
distributing immigration forms to non-EU
passengers. O I'll distribute the list to all the
committee members. 2. to send out goods
from a warehouse to shops O we distribute
Japanese cars we are the agents for Japanese
cars
@ distribution /,distri'bju:[(e)n/ noun 1.
giving to several people O The newspaper
has a wide distribution. O The staff will or-
ganise the distribution of the timetable to the
students. 2. the act or process of sending out
goods from a warehouse to shops O Our dis-
tribution centre is in Oxfordshire.
@ distributor /di'stribjuta/ noun 1. a
company which sells goods for another com-
pany which makes them © Who is the local
distributor for this make of lawnmower? 2.
(in a car engine) a part of the engine which
passes the electric spark to each sparking
plug in turn O The distributor head needs
cleaning.
@ district /'distrikt/ noun 1. an area or re-
gion O It’s a district of the town well known
Sfor its Italian restaurants. 0 the commercial
or business district the part of a town where
offices and shops are O The shop is well
placed right in the main business district of
the town. 2. an official administrative area of
a town or country
district attorney /,distrikt o't3:ni/ noun
US a lawyer representing the government in
a certain area. Abbr DA
district council /distrikt
noun a local council
district nurse / distrikt 'n3:s/ noun same
as community nurse
distrust /dis'trast/ noun a lack of trust O
The dog showed his distrust of postmen. B
verb not to trust someone O / distrust anyone
who wears green shoes. O The police dis-
trusted her motives in making the phone call.
distrustful /dis'trastf(o)l/ adj not trusting.
Synonym suspicious
disturb /dr'st3:b/ verb 1. to worry some-
one O It disturbed me to see that the wheel
was wobbling. 2. to interrupt someone O
Sorry to disturb you but there’s an urgent

'kavnsal/



disturbance

email message just come in. O Don’t disturb
your mother — she’s resting. 0 ‘do not dis-
turb’ a notice placed on a hotel room door,
to ask the hotel staff not to come into the
room 3. to change the order or arrangement
of something O The police told us that noth-
ing must be disturbed in the bedroom.

® disturbance /di'sta:bons/ noun 1. the
action of disturbing someone O [ need to
work somewhere where there won't be any
disturbance. 2. a noisy riot O The fans
caused a disturbance in the hotel bar. O
There are always disturbances after the local
derby. O There were several instances of
looting during the disturbances. 3. O mental
disturbance being mentally ill

disturbed /di'sts:bd/ adj 1. worried © We
are disturbed to hear that the company may
be forced to close. 2. mentally ill O In her
disturbed state of mind, she may do anything.
O Some of the patients are mentally dis-
turbed. O Highly disturbed children are
taught in this special school.

® disturbing /di'sta:big/ adj worrying.
Antonym reassuring

disuse /dis'ju:s/ noun o to fall into disuse
not to be used any more

disused /dis'ju:zd/ adjnot used. Synonym
empty. Antonym occupied

ditch /dit[/ noun a long narrow hole cut
into the ground for taking away water O After
the storm, the ditches were full of rainwater.
O He fell into the ditch beside the road. Syn-
onym channel (NOTE: The nplural is
ditches.) m verb 1. to leave something be-
hind © When we ran out of petrol, we ditched
the car and walked to the next town. 2. to
leave someone who has been working for
you or who you have been having a relation-
ship with O The company decided to ditch its
sales director. O She ditched her third hus-
band and lived alone. 3. to land a plane on
water O The pilot ran out of fuel and decided
to ditch the plane.

dither /'di0o/ noun o all of a dither agi-
tated and worried O She was all of a dither
after getting the letter from the solicitor. m
verb not to be able to make up your mind O
Stop dithering and tell me what you want to
do. Synonym hesitate

ditto /'ditou/ noun 1. also; the same thing O
1 can’t stand oysters — me ditto! 2. a printer’s
sign (") meaning that the same thing is to be
repeated

diuretic / darjo'retik/ adj which makes the
kidneys produce more urine O Some mineral
waters have a diuretic effect. ® noun a sub-
stance which produces urine O She was given
diuretics.

diurnal /dar'sin(a)l/ adj happening during
the day, awake during the day. Antonym
nocturnal
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diversion

diva /'dizve/ noun 1. an extremely famous
woman opera star 2. a famous woman singer
who is thought to behave badly and demand
too much attention (disapproving)

divan /di'ven/ noun a low long chair or a
bed with a solid base and no back. Synonym
settee

dive /darv/ noun 1. a jump downwards head
first into water O He made a beautiful dive
into the pool. 2. a bar that is dirty and not
pleasant O He met her in some dive in Frank-
furt. m verb 1. to jump into water head first O
He dived in and swam across the pool under
water. 2. to go rapidly into or behind some-
thing O When she saw him she dived into the
bushes. 3. (of aircraft) to come down very
fast O I heard a bang and saw the plane dive
into the sea.

dive-bomb /'darv bom/ verb (of a plane)
to attack by diving out of the sky and drop-
ping a bomb

® diver /'darvo/ noun 1. a person who
jumps head first into water O the Australian
Olympic diver 2. a person who swims and
works underwater O Police divers searched
the canal.

diverge /dar'va:d3z/ verb 1. to go in differ-
ent directions O The road and the river di-
verge at the end of the valley. O They had
shared a flat for some time, then their ca-
reers diverged and they saw much less of
each other. 2. O to diverge from to be differ-
ent from O This diverges from the plan I was
given originally.
divergence
difference
divergent /dar'va:dzent/ adj different.
Antonym similar

divers /'daivoz/ adj various (literary) Ant-
onym similar

diverse /dar'va:s/ adj including many dif-
ferent types or things

diversification /dar,vaisifi'kerf(a)n/
noun the act of diversifying. Antonym
specialisation

diversify /dar'vs:sifai/ verb to do other
types of work; to add new types of business
to your existing one

diversion /dar'va:[(o)n/ noun 1. a tempo-
rary road system that sends traffic another
way O All traffic has to take a diversion and
rejoin the motorway 10 km further on. 2. an
entertainment or an activity that people do
for enjoyment O Fishing is one of the most
popular diversions for people at weekends. O
1t’s a quiet country town with very few diver-
sions for teenagers. 3. O to create a diver-
sion to take someone’s attention away from
what is happening, e.g. so that someone else
can commit a crime O She created a diver-
sion by screaming.

/dar'vsidzens/ noun a



diversity

diversity /dar'va:siti/ noun great variety.
Antonym uniformity

® divert /dar'vs:t/ verb 1. to send some-
thing to another place or in another direction
O Because of fog in London, flights have
been diverted to Manchester. O Traffic has
been diverted to avoid the town centre. 2. to
entertain someone O 4 game of snakes and
ladders diverted the children for a little
while. 3. O to divert someone’s attention to
make someone look away O Try and divert
his attention while I steal his keys.

@ divide /di'vard/ verb 1. to cut something
into parts O The cake was divided among the
children. © How can you divide the cake into
thirteen pieces? O The two companies agreed
to divide the market between them. O Our
open-plan office is divided up with low parti-
tions. 2. to calculate how many of one num-
ber there are in another O Ten divided by two
gives five. (NOTE: Dividing is usually shown
by the sign + : 10 + 2 = 5: say ‘ten divided
by two equals five’.) 3. (in the House of
Commons) to vote O MPs divided at 10 p.m.
® dividend /'dividend/ noun a part of a
company’s profits shared out among people
who own shares in it O to raise or increase
the dividend to pay out a higher dividend
than in the previous year

dividers /di'vaidoz/ plural noun a pair of
compasses for measuring

dividing line /di'vaidin lain/ noun some-
thing acting as a boundary

divine /di'vamn/ adj referring to God O He
prayed for divine help. m verb to search for
hidden sources of water O In the middle of
the drought, they called in someone to divine
for water. Synonym discover

diving /'darvig/ noun 1. the sport of
jumping into water head first from a diving
board, with points from 0 — 10 being awarded
by a panel of judges O He won a gold medal
Sfor diving. 2. swimming underwater with
special equipment O We went diving in the
Red Sea.

diving board /'daiviy bo:d/ noun a board
from which people dive at a swimming pool
divinity /di'viniti/ noun 1. a god O Statues
of Egyptian divinities were found in the tomb.
2. the state of being a god O the divinity of
Christ 3. the study of religion

divisible /di'vizib(o)l/ adj that can be
divided

@ division /dr'viz(a)n/ noun 1. an impor-
tant part of a large organisation O The sales
division employs twenty people. O She is the
head of the production division. 2. separation
into parts O After his death, the family argued
over the division of their father’s money.
(NOTE: no plural in this meaning) 3. a calcu-
lation, where one figure is divided by another
O My little sister is just learning how to do
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division. 4. a difference of opinion between
groups of people O The dispute has widened
the divisions between the two wings of the
party. 5. (in the House of Commons) voting
O A division will take place in five minutes.
6. a large section of an army O They have
three divisions stationed along the border. O
The general ordered an infantry division to
stand by.

divisional /di'vi3(o)n(o)l/ adj referring to
a division

division sign /di'viz(e)n sam/ noun a
printed or written sign (+) showing that one
number is divided by another

divisive /di'vaisiv/ adj which produces
disagreements

divorce /di'vo:s/ noun a legal separation of
a husband and wife where each is free to
marry again O Her parents are getting a di-
vorce. O Since their divorce, they have both
remarried. ® verb 1. to break off a marriage
legally O They divorced last year. 2. to sepa-
rate from your husband or wife O She di-
vorced her husband and married the man
next door. O He got divorced after only three
years of marriage. 3. to separate two differ-
ent things O It is difficult to divorce their fi-
nancial problems from the problems they are
having with the house.

® divorced /di'voist/ adj no longer mar-
ried O They're both divorced, with children
from their previous marriages. Synonym
separated. Antonym together

divorcee /divo:'si:/ noun a divorced per-
son, especially a woman who is divorced
divulge /dar'valdz/ verb to give away a se-
cret. Synonym reveal

Diwali /di'wa:li/ noun an important Hindu
festival of light, celebrated in the autumn

® DIY abbr do it yourself

® dizzy /'dizi/ adj 1. feeling that everything
seems to turn round O Can we stop the car,
please, I feel dizzy. O After standing in the
sun, he became dizzy and had to lie down. O
She has started having dizzy spells. 2. wild,
exciting O A dizzy round of parties and TV
shows. (NOTE: dizzier — dizziest)

DJ abbr 1. dinner jacket 2. disc jockey
DNA /,di: en 'el/ noun the basic genetic ma-
terial in a cell. Full form deoxyribonucleic
acid. » RNA

® do /du:/ verb 1. used with other verbs to
make questions O Does this train go to Lon-
don? O Did the doctor give you any medicine
for your cough? O Where do they live? O
What did you find there? 2. used with other
verbs and ‘not’ to make the negative O They
didn’t laugh at the film. O It doesn’t matter
any more. O His parents don’t live in Lon-
don. 3. used to make a verb stronger O Can [
sit down? — please do! © Why don’t you work
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harder? — I do work hard! O Why didn’t you
tell me? — I did tell you! 4. used in place of
another verb in short answers to questions us-
ing the word ‘do’ O Do you live in London? —
Yes I do. O But your parents don't live there,
do they? — No they don’t. O Does the green
colour show? — Yes it does. O Did you go to
the concert after all? — Yes I did. 5. used in
place of another verb at the end of a question
or statement O The Russians live here, don’t
they? O It looks very nice, doesn’t it? O It
doesn’t rain a lot in Spain, does it? O Can
you run as fast as he does? O He speaks Ger-
man better than I do. O She asked me to close
the door but I'd already done so. O They got
to the pub before we did. 6. telling someone
not to do something © Don 't throw away that
letter! O Don’t put your coffee cups on the
computer! 7. with nouns ending in -ing O
She’s doing the shopping. O He always does
the washing up. O She was doing the ironing.
8. to work at something or to arrange some-
thing or to clean something (followed by a
noun) O She’s doing her hair. O Have you
done the dishes yet? O I can’t do today’s
crossword. O What have you been doing all
day? O They're a difficult company to do
business with. o what do you do for a liv-
ing? what is your job? 9. to succeed, to con-
tinue O She'’s doing very well in her new job.
O He did badly in the interview. O How's
your business doing? 0 well done! said to
someone when they have achieved success in
something O I passed my driving test — Well
done! 10. to finish being cooked O The car-
rots aren’t done yet. O the chicken is done
to a turn the chicken is cooked and ready to
eat 11. to be satisfactory O Will this size do?
o that will do that’s enough o that won’t do
at all that’s not at all satisfactory 12. o to
make do with to accept something which is
not as good as you wanted O The ordinary
plates are all dirty, so we will have to make
do with paper ones. 13. to travel at a certain
speed O The car was doing 100 miles an hour
when it hit the tree. (NOTE: | do; you do;
he/she/it does /daz/; they do; doing — did
/did/ - has done /dan/; negative:do not
usually don’t /dount/; does not usually
doesn’t /'daz(a)nt/; did not usually didn’t
/'didn(o)t/) m noun 1. a party O We've been
invited to a do at the Smiths. 2. O the dos
and don’ts things you should do and things
you should not do O She told him all the dos
and don’ts about working in the office.

® do away with /,du: o'wer wid/ verb to
get rid of something

Doc /dok/ abbr doctor

docile /'dousail/ adj quiet and well behaved
dock /dok/ noun 1. o my car is in dock my
car is being repaired (informal) 2. a box in a
law court, where the prisoner sits O She was
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in the dock, facing charges of theft. m verb 1.
(of ship) to arrive in a port O The ship docked
at 17.00. © The cruise liner will dock in Ber-
muda. 2. to connect two spacecraft together
O The spacecraft docked with the space sta-
tion. 3. to remove money from someone’s
pay O I will have to dock your pay if you are
late for work again. O They 've docked £20
from my pay! < the ship is in dock 1. the
ship is in the harbour 2. the ship is being
repaired

docker /'doka/ noun a man who works in a
port, loading and unloading ships. Also
called stevedore (NOTE: The US term is
longshoreman.)

docking station /'dokiy ,sterf(o)n/ noun
a piece of hardware for recharging a portable
computer

dockland /'doklond/ noun a part of a town
around docks

docks /doks/ plural noun a harbour where
ships are loaded and unloaded

dockyard /'dokja:d/ noun a place where
ships are built or repaired. Synonym
shipyard

Doc Martens /dok 'ma:t(o)nz/ trademark
a style of strong leather boots available in
many colours

@ doctor /'dokta/ noun 1. a person who
looks after people who are ill O [ have a ten
o’clock appointment to see the doctor. O If
you have pains in your chest, you ought to
see a doctor. O He went to the doctor’s last
Friday. o a doctor’s certificate a document
written by a doctor to say that an employee is
ill and cannot work O She has been off sick
for ten days and has sent in a doctor’s certifi-
cate. 2. a person with the highest degree from
a university O She has a doctor’s degree in
physics. (NOTE: Doctor is written Dr with
names: Dr Thorne is our local GP.) m verb
to change something, so that it is false O We
suspect that he had been doctoring his ex-
penses. O She was accused of doctoring the
test samples.

doctorate /'dokt(a)rat/ noun the highest
degree from a university

Doctor of Philosophy /'dokts ov fi-
'Ipsafi/ noun an advanced degree from a uni-
versity in an arts subject. Abbr PhD
doctrinaire /doktri'nes/ adj very dog-
matic. Synonym rigid

® doctrine /'doktrin/ noun a statement of
what a group of people believe. Synonym
policy

@ document noun /‘dokjument/ 1. a
piece of paper with written text O File all the
documents away carefully as we may need
them again. O Please read this document
carefully and sign at the bottom of page two.
2. a separate text in a computer O The letter
was saved as a Word document. m verb
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/'dpkju,ment/ to note something in official
writing O Cases of this disease are well doc-
umented in Africa. O She sent in a fully docu-
mented claim for insurance.

documentary /,dokjo'ment(o)ri/ noun a
film which shows facts about a real subject O
Did you see the documentary about hippos
last night? (NOTE: The plural is documenta-
ries.) ®m adj referring to documents 0 docu-
mentary evidence evidence in the form of
documents O They are searching in the ar-
chives for any documentary evidence that the
meeting took place.

® documentation /,dokjomen'terf(o)n/
noun all the papers referring to something
(NOTE: no plural)

doddle /'dod(a)l/ noun something that is
easy to do

dodge /dpd3/ noun a clever trick © He told
me a dodge to avoid paying on the Under-
ground. B verb 1. to avoid something, to get
out of the way O He ran across the street,
dodging the traffic. O She dodged behind a
parked car hoping he wouldn’t see her. 2. O
to dodge the issue to avoid answering ques-
tions about a problem or trying to do any-
thing about a problem O We were very
disappointed because the council simply
dodged the issue. 3. to avoid doing some-
thing you should do, in a dishonest way O to
dodge payment of your TV licence fee
dodgems /'dpdzomz/ noun an amusement
at a fairground where you drive small electric
cars round and round, bumping into other
cars as you do so

dodger /'dod3a/ noun a person who avoids
something

dodgy /'dodzi/ adj 1. not safe, involving
risk O The back wheel on your bike looks a
bit dodgy to me. O I wouldn’t go hitch-hiking
in Russia — it sounds very dodgy. 2. probably
dishonest, or dishonestly obtained O He's a
bit of a dodgy customer. O She paid with a
dodgy ten-pound note.

doe /dou/ noun a female animal, such as
deer or rabbit (NOTE: Do not confuse with
dough. Male rabbits are called bucks,
male deer are stags.)

does /daz/ v do

doesn’t /'daz(o)nt/ ) do

doff /dof/ verb to take off your hat (dateqd)
Synonym remove. Antonym don

® dog /dpg/ noun an animal kept as a pet,
which barks, and wags its tail when it is
pleased O Can you take the dog out for a
walk? O Police with dogs were hunting the
gang of escaped prisoners. O to let sleeping
dogs lie to leave things as they are O  would-
n’t investigate any further if I were you —
better let sleeping dogs lie. O to go to the
dogs to get into a bad condition (informal) O
The whole place has gone to the dogs. O it’s
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a dog’s life life is difficult, with too much
work and no play m verb to follow O A/l his
life he has been dogged by ill health. O to
dog someone’s footsteps to follow behind
someone closely O Failure seems to dog his

footsteps.

dog-collar /'dog \kolo/ noun 1. a leather
band to go round a dog’s neck 2. a white col-
lar worn by a clergyman

dog-eared /'dog 10d/ adj (of a page or
book) well used or torn. Antonym pristine
dogfish /'dogfif/ noun a large sea fish.
Also called huss

dogged /'dogid/ adj not giving in eas-
ily, continuing to do something, even
though people want you to stop. Synonym
determined

doggedly /'dogidli/ adv not giving in
easily

® doggy /'dogi/ noun a dog (children’s
word)

doggy bag /'dogi beg/ noun a bag in
which you can put food which you have not
finished eating in a restaurant to take home,
to give to your dog

dogma /'dogma/ noun an official belief.
Synonym creed

dogmatic /dog'metik/ adj stating firmly
that what you say is right. Synonym rigid
do-gooder /du: 'guda/ noun a person who
tries to do good and help others, but in a way
that sometimes annoys people (informal)
(NOTE: The plural is do-gooders.)
dogsbody /'dogzbodi/ noun someone
who is employed by other people to do bor-
ing and unpleasant jobs for them

dog-tired /,dog 'tarod/ adj very tired (in-
formal) Synonym exhausted

® do in /du: 'm/ verb 1. to kill someone O
What happened to the gang boss? — He was
done in and dumped in the river. 2. to hurt
something O I did my back in by digging the
garden.

doing /'du:ig/ noun the action of doing
something o0 all someone’s own doing
something which someone did without any-
one else involved O it takes some doing it is
fairly difficult to do O Climbing up that wall
must have taken some doing.

doings /'du:igz/ plural noun things which
are done O Police have been watching the
doings of the gang for some time. B noun a
tool or piece of equipment O Have you seen
the doings for opening bottles anywhere?

® dole /daul/ noun money given by the
government to people without work (dated)
O on the dole unemployed and receiving un-
employment benefit O He’s been on the dole

for four years. m verb o to dole out to hand

out or give out, without much ceremony O
The guide doled out customs forms.
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doleful /'dovlf(o)l/ adj feeling extremely
sad

® doll /dol/ noun a child’s toy which looks
like a baby

@ dollar /'dola/ noun 1. the money used in
the United States O a 5-dollar bill O The
country spends millions of dollars on de-
fence. O There are two dollars to the pound.
2. a similar currency used in many other
countries O What is the price in Australian
dollars? (NOTE: usually written $ before fig-
ures: $250. The currencies used in different
countries can be shown by the initial letters
of the country: Can$ (Canadian dollar) Aus$
(Australian dollar).)

dollop /'dolap/ noun a large lump of some-
thing soft (informal) Synonym blob

doll’s house /'dolz haus/ noun a very
small house made as a toy

dolly /'doli/ noun 1. a doll (children’s
speech, informal) O Let’s put your dolly in
her pram. 2. (of films) a stand on which a
camera is fixed and which can move so that it
can follow the action O The dolly followed
the actors across the set. (NOTE: The plural is
dollies.)

dolphin /'dolfin/ noun a sea mammal like a
very small whale (NOTE: A group of them is
a school of dolphins.)

dolt /doult/ noun a silly person (dated infor-
mal insulf)

® domain /dou'mern/ noun 1. an area of
responsibility O I don’t do the cooking —
that’s my husband’s domain. 2. an area, a
group of nodes in a network

domain name /dou'mern nerm/ noun the
name of a service provider on the Internet
dome /doum/ noun a round roof shaped
like half of a ball

domed /doumd/ adj with a dome; shaped
like a dome

@ domestic /do'mestik/ adj 1. referring to
the home O She hated having to do all the do-
mestic work while her husband was out at his
job. o domestic animals farm animals and
pets O domestic help help in doing house-
work 2. inside a country O Sales in the do-
mestic market have risen. 0 domestic flights
flights between airports inside the same
country B noun a servant in a house (dated)
O When the fire broke out all the domestics
ran into the house to rescue the furniture.
domesticate /do'mestikert/ verb 1. o to
become domesticated to be used to doing
housework O He’s become totally domesti-
cated since he got married. 2. to breed wild
animals so that they become tame and can be
kept for food or as pets, or to grow wild
plants as food or decoration O Early man
rapidly domesticated the wild horse and buf-
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falo. O Domesticated forms of wheat were
developed by early farmers.

domesticated /do'mestikertid/ adj 1. (of
animals) kept or used for human require-
ments 2. (of a person) skilled in doing the
work needed to keep a home clean
domesticity /,doume'stisiti/ noun life at
home

domestic science /do,mestik 'sarons/
noun cooking and housework as a subject
studied at school (dated)

domestic service /do,mestik 's3:vis/
noun working as a servant in a house
domicile /'domisail/ noun a place where
someone lives or where a company is regis-
tered (formal) Synonym home

domiciled /'domisaild/ adj living or resi-
dent or registered in a place (formal)

® dominance /‘dominons/ noun being
dominant. Synonym supremacy. Antonym
weakness

® dominant /'dominont/ adj 1. most im-
portant O The dominant colour in the room is
dark red. O Safety will be the dominant theme
of the discussion. 2. very powerful, strong O
He has a very dominant personality and his
wife and children have to do what he says. O
The President’s party is the dominant force
in the country’s political system.

dominant gene /'dommont dziin/ noun
the more important of a pair of genes, where
the characteristic is passed on to the child

® dominate /'dominert/ verb 1. to rule
something or someone O He is dominated by
his wife. O The Union party dominates the
country’s political system. 2. to be very im-
portant O The conversation was dominated
by the subject of the president’s wife. 3. to be
very clearly seen O The volcano dominates
the town.

domination /,domi'neif(e)n/ noun con-
trol, power, or authority over others or
another

domineering /, domr'niormy/ adj forcing
your ideas on someone. Synonym bossy.
Antonym meek

dominion /do'minjon/ noun the power of
control O to exercise dominion over a
country

Dominion /do'minjon/ noun an independ-
ent state, part of the British Commonwealth
domino /'dommau/ noun one of a set of
small flat blocks used to play a game, each
block being divided into two sections, with
up to six dots in each section

domino effect /'dominou 1,fekt/ noun
the collapse of something, which triggers the
collapse of something else

don /don/ noun a university teacher, espe-
cially at Oxford or Cambridge O His father
was an Oxford don. ® verb to put on a piece
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of clothing O Instructions for donning the life
Jacket are in the pocket in front of your seat.
O Visitors to the factory have to don protec-
tive clothing. (NOTE: donning — donned)
donate /dou'nert/ verb to give something
donation /dou'nerf(a)n/ noun a present,
especially of money. Synonym contribution
@ done /dan/ ) do

® donkey /'dopki/ noun a grey farm ani-
mal with long ears, used for riding or pulling
carts

donkey jacket /'dopgki ,dzekit/ noun a
thick woollen coat worn by workmen
donkey’s years /'dogkiz jioz/ noun a
very long time (informal)

donkey work /'dopki w3ik/ noun heavy
unpleasant work

donor /'douna/ noun a person who gives.
Synonym giver 0 a blood donor a person
who gives blood regularly for use in
transfusions

@ don’t /dount/ ) do

doodle /'du:d(s)l/ noun a drawing or pat-
tern which has no real meaning O His doo-
dles on scraps of paper have become very
valuable. m verb to draw shapes on paper,
usually because you are bored or thinking of
something else O She sat at the back of the
meeting, doodling on the agenda.

doom /duim/ noun an unhappy fate that
cannot be avoided

doomed /du:md/ adj condemned to end in
ruin

Doomsday /'duimzder/ noun the end of
the world

@ door /da:/ noun 1. a solid piece of some-
thing such as wood or metalwhich closes an
entrance O He went into his office and locked
the door behind him. O She opened the car
door and hit a passing cyclist. 0 he an-
swered the door he opened the door when
someone rang the bell o front door the main
door to a building O She gave him a key to
the front door or a front door key. o back
door a door at the back of a building © The
back door leads out into the garden. 2. used
to show where a building is in a street O They
live a few doors away from us. O he lives
three doors down the street he lives three
houses further along the street. » next door
doorbell /'do:bel/ noun a bell by a door
which you ring to get someone inside to open
the door

doorkeeper /'doikizpa/ noun a person
who is on guard at the main door to a
building

doorkey /'do:kii/ noun a key to a door
doorknob /'domnpb/ noun a round handle
for opening and shutting a door

doorman /'do:mon/ noun a man who
stands at the door of a building such as a res-
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taurant or hotel (NOTE: The plural is

doormen.)

doormat /'do:mat/ noun a small rough
carpet placed in front of or behind a door, on
which you wipe your shoes if they are dirty
or wet

doorstep /'do:step/ noun a block of a hard
substance such as stone or wood at the bot-
tom of a door on the outside of a house. Syn-
onym entrance O on your doorstep very
close to where you live O There’s a big su-
permarket right on our doorstep.
door-to-door /,do: to 'do:/ adj going from
one house to the next, asking people to buy
something, to vote for someone, or asking
them questions

door-to-door salesman /do: to do:
'seilzmon/ noun a salesman who goes from
one house to the next, asking people to buy
something

doorway /'do:wer/ noun a space where
there is a door. Synonym entrance

dope /doup/ noun 1. a drug © a dope ped-
dler O to take a dope test to take a test to see
if you have been taking drugs 2. information
O Come on, let’s have the dope on the di-
vorce case! 3. a stupid fool O He's a dope, he
should have asked for twice as much!
dopey /'doupi/ adj 1. stupid, silly 2.
half-asleep O He'’s feeling dopey after his
injection.

dork /do:k/ noun someone who other peo-
ple think is not intelligent or does not dress in
fashionable clothes

dormant /'do:mont/ adj not active © The
volcano has been dormant for many years,
but has suddenly started to send out clouds of
smoke. O to lie dormant to remain hidden
and not active O Some viruses lie dormant for
years. 0 dormant volcano a volcano which
is not sending out hot gas or smoke at the
moment, but which may do in the future.
Compare extinct

dormitory /'doimitri/ noun a long room
full of beds (NOTE: The plural is dormito-
ries.)

dormouse /'doimaus/ noun a small ani-
mal which looks like a mouse, with a furry
tail (NOTE: The plural is dormice.)

dosage /'dousidz/ noun the amount of a
drug calculated by a doctor to be necessary
for a patient

dose /dous/ noun 1. a quantity of medicine
O Normal daily dose: three tablets. O Do not
exceed the prescribed dose. 2. an attack of a
disease O I've had a dose of bronchitis. ®
verb 0O to dose someone with something to
give someone medicine O He dosed himself
with hot lemon juice and aspirin.

dosh /doJ/ noun money (informal)



doss

doss /dps/ verb to sleep on something such
as a chair or on the floor, because there is no
bed available ® noun a job or activity that is
extremely easy to do

doss down /dos 'daun/ verb to sleep
somewhere where there is no bed available,
e.g. on the floor

dosshouse /'doshaus/ noun a house of-
fering a cheap place to stay to people who do
not have a home (slang) Synonym hostel

dossier /'dosier/ noun a file of documents

@ dot /dot/ noun 1. a small round spot O 4
blue tie with white dots. 2. a printing sign (.)
used in decimals and email addresses O My
email address is peter@petercollin.com (say
‘peter at petercollin dot com’). 3. O on the
dot of exactly at a particular time O The train
left on the dot of four. m verb to mark with
small spots. Synonym speckle (NOTE:
dotted)

dot.com /,dot 'kpm/ noun a company that
does business on the Internet or that provides
Internet services W adj relating to the Internet
or Internet business

dote on /'dout pn/ verb to be very fond of
someone

doting /'doutiy/ adj very fond of someone

dotted /'dotid/ adj with things here and
there. Synonym scattered

dotted line /,dptid 'lain/ noun a line made
of a series of dots

dotty /'doti/ adj slightly crazy (informal)
(NOTE: dottier — dottiest)

@ double /'dab(9)l/ adj 1. twice the size O
She asked for a double portion of ice cream.
2. repeated twice O The word ‘immeasur-
able’ is spelt with a double ‘m’. O The in-
voice number is six double five double one
(65511). 0 in double figures with two fig-
ures, the numbers from 10 to 99 3. with two
parts, for two people m adv twice the amount
O It takes double the time. O Her salary is
double mine. O to see double to see two
things when there is only one there ®m noun 1.
o at the double (in the army) running O The
soldiers crossed the square at the double. 2.
a person who looks exactly like someone else
O It was either him or his double we saw at
the cinema. 3. 0 men’s or women’s doubles
two men against two other men or two
women against two other women ® verb 1. to
multiply something by two O Think of a num-
ber and then double it. 2. O to double back
to turn round and go back along the same
way O The escaped prisoner doubled back
towards the village.

double-barrelled /,dab(e)l 'baerald/ adj
1. used to describe a gun which has two bar-
rels 2. formed from two names, usually with
a hyphen between them
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doublebass /,dab(o)l'bers/ noun a musi-
cal instrument like a very large violin. Also
called bass

double bed /,dab(a)l 'bed/ noun a bed for
two people

double-breasted /,dab(o)l 'brestid/ adj
describes a coat or jacket which has two rows
of buttons down the front

double-check /,dab(a)l 'tfek/ verb to
check something carefully, twice

double chin /,dab(a)l 't/ noun a chin
with a second fold underneath
double-click /,dab(o)l 'klik/ verb to press
a mouse button twice quickly, e.g. to give an
instruction to a computer

double cream /dab(s)l 'kri:m/ noun
thick cream with a high fat content
double-cross /,dab(o)l 'krps/ verb to
trick someone so that that person thinks that
you are working on the same side when in
fact you are working against them. Synonym
betray

double-decker /,dab(s)l 'deka/ noun1. a
bus with two levels of seats O Double-decker
buses are common in London. 2. a sandwich
made of three slices of bread, with a filling,
e.g. meat, salad, or fish, between each of
them. O This double-decker is so thick I can’t
bite into it.

double-glazed /,dab(o)l 'gleizd/ adj with
windows made of double panes of glass
double-glazing /,dab(a)l 'gleiziy/ noun
windows made of two pieces of glass, used to
keep out noise or to keep heat inside
double life /,dab(a)l '1aif/ noun a situation
in which someone has a separate way of life
for some of the time, which they keep secret
from other people

double-park /,dab(o)l 'pa:k/ verb to park
beside a car which is already parked at the
side of the street

double room /dab(o)l 'ru:m/ noun a
room for two people with a double bed
doubles /'dab(a)lz/ noun a tennis game for
two people on either side

double-sided /,dab(a)l 'sardid/ adj hav-
ing two sides, both of which can be used
double spacing /,dab(a)l 'spersiy/ noun
typing where a white line is left between
lines of text

double take /,dab(a)l 'teik/ noun a reac-
tion of surprise, after a slight pause

double up /,dab(a)l 'ap/ verb 1. to bend
because of pain O She doubled up in pain
when he hit her in the stomach. 2. to perform
two jobs O The waiter is doubling up as chef
because the chef'is on holiday.

doubly /'dabli/ adv twice

@ doubt /daut/ noun 1. not being sure O
Even the staunchest believer sometimes has
doubts. O to have doubts about to say that
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doubtful

you are doubtful about O I have my doubts
about the accuracy of the figures. O to cast
doubt on to be unsure about O He cast doubt
on the whole proposal. O to give someone
the benefit of the doubt to allow someone to
continue doing something, because you are
not sure that accusations made against him
are correct O The referee gave him the benefit
of the doubt. 2. 0 no doubt certainly O No
doubt they will be suing for damages. O
there’s no doubt about it is a certain fact O
There’s no doubt about it — France is the best
place for a holiday. O There’s no doubt about
his guilt. 0 in doubt not sure O The result of
the game was in doubt until the last minute.
W verb not to be sure of something O I doubt
whether he will want to go to the funeral. O 1
doubt her honesty. O Did you ever doubt that
we would win?

@ doubtful /'dautf(o)l/ adj not sure
doubtless /'davtlas/ adv certainly
dough /dou/ noun 1. a mixture of water and
flour for making a food such as bread, before
it is cooked O The chef was kneading the
dough for the pizza. 2. money O Hurry up,
give me the dough! (NOTE: Do not confuse
with doe.)

doughnut /'dounat/ noun a small round or
ring-shaped cake cooked by frying in oil

® do up /du: 'ap/ verb 1. to attach
something O He’s still a baby and he can’t
do his buttons up properly. O Can you do up
the zip at the back of my dress? 2. to repair
something and make like new O They bought
an old cottage and did it up. O He’s looking
Sfor an old sports car to do up.

dour /dud/ adj dark or silent

douse /daus/ verb to throw water on
something

dove' /dav/ noun 1. a white domesticated
pigeon O To celebrate the peace treaty they
released hundreds of doves. 2. a person who
prefers diplomacy and tries to achieve peace
O Curiously, it’s the military commanders
who are the doves while the president and his
advisers are the hawks. Antonym hawk
dove? /douv/ verb US ) dive

dovetail /'davteil/ noun a joint made
where a V-shaped piece of wood fits into a
V-shaped hole in another piece B verb 1. to
join pieces of wood together with a V-shaped
joint 2. to fit together neatly

dowdy /'daudi/ adj old-fashioned and badly
dressed. Antonym fashionable (NOTE:
dowdier — dowdiest)

@ do with /'du: w10/ verb 1. to be related
or connected to O It has nothing to do with
us. O It is something to do with my new book.
2. to put something somewhere O What have
vou done with the newspaper? 3. to need O
After that long walk I could do with a cup of
tea. O The car could do with a wash.
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downhill
® do without /,du: wid'auvt/ verb not to
have something, to manage without
something

Dow Jones Index /dau 'dzounz ,indeks/
noun the index of share prices on the New
York Stock Exchange

® down /daun/ prep 1. towards the bottom
of O He fell down the stairs and broke his
leg. O The ball ran down the hill. 2. away
from where the person speaking is standing O
He went down the road to the shop. O The
police station is just down the street. m adv 1.
towards the bottom, towards a lower position
O Put the box down in the corner. O I looked
in the cellar, but there’s no one down there.
(NOTE: Down is often used with verbs, e.g.
to go down; to fall down, to sit down; to
lie down.) 2. at a lower level O Inflation is
down again. 3. in writing O Did you note
down the number of the car? O The police-
man took down her address. 4. towards the
south O I'm going down to Brighton tomor-
row (from London). O They live down on the
south coast. 5. sick O She is down with flu. 6.
out of action O All our computers are down
at the moment. 7. gloomy O He's feeling a bit
down. 8. showing criticism O Down with the
government! O Down with exams! ® noun
the soft small feathers of a bird O a duvet
filled with duck down (NOTE: no plural in this
meaning) ® verb 1. to swallow something
quickly O He downed three pints of beer. 2.
O to down tools to stop work, to go on strike
down-and-out /,davn on 'avt/ noun a
person with no money who lives on the
streets (informal)

downbeat /'daunbi:t/ adj feeling unhappy
O He was very downbeat when he heard the
results. ® noun the beat of a conductor’s ba-
ton to show that the music should begin. Ant-
onym upbeat

downcast /'davnka:st/ adj gloomy, de-
pressed. Antonym cheerful

downer /'davna/ noun 1. someone or
something that makes you feel depressed 2. a
drug which makes you feel calm

downfall /'davnfa:l/ noun a situation in
which someone or something fails or is
destroyed

downgrade /'daungreid/ verb to reduce
the importance of a person or of a job. Syn-
onym demote

downhearted /,davn'ha:tid/ adj feeling
unhappy

downhill /davn'hil/ adv 1. towards the bot-
tom of a hill O The road goes downhill for a
while and then crosses the river. 2. O to go
downhill to get worse O The economy is go-
ing downhill. O The business started to go
downhill when the old manager left. ®m adj 0
downbhill (skiing) competition a skiing com-



Downing Street

petition which involves going down a hill as
fast as you can, more or less in a straight line
Downing Street /'dauniy stri:t/ noun 1.
a street in London with the houses of the
British Prime Minister (No. 10) and the
Chancellor of the Exchequer (No. 11) O They
took the petition to Downing Street. 2. the of-
fice of the Prime Minister O Downing Street
denied the report.

download verb /daun'loud/ to load data or
a program into a computer B nNoun a com-
puter file that can be downloaded
down-market /'davn  ma:kit/ adj
cheaper, appealing to a less wealthy section
of the population

down payment /,daun 'permant/ noun a
part of a total payment made in advance
downplay /daoun'plel/ verb to make
something seem less important. Synonym
tone down (NOTE: can also be to play
down)

downpour /'davnpo:/ noun a heavy fall of
rain

downright /'davnrait/ adj complete or
clear O That’s a downright lie. O The news-
paper story was a downright fabrication. ®
adv completely or extremely O The waitress
wasn't just unpleasant, she was downright
rude. Synonym positively

downs /daunz/ plural noun grass-covered
hills with low bushes and very few trees
(NOTE: usually used in names of areas: the
North Downs, the South Downs)
downside /'davnsard/ noun the disadvan-
tages of a situation. Antonym advantage
downsize /'daunsaiz/ verb to make a busi-
ness smaller by reducing the number of peo-
ple who work there

downsizing /'davnsaiziy/ noun making a
company smaller by reducing the number of
people who work there

Down’s syndrome /'dauvnz ,sindraum/
noun a condition caused by the existence of
an extra chromosome that affects the physi-
cal and mental development

downstage /daun'steids/ adv to or at the
front of the stage. Antonym upstage

@ downstairs /daun'steaz/ adv on or to
the lower part of a building O He heard a
noise in the kitchen and went downstairs to
see what it was. O [ left my cup of coffee
downstairs. Synonym below m adj on the
ground floor of a building O The house has a
downstairs bedroom. O You can use the
downstairs loo. m noun the ground floor of a
building O The downstairs has three rooms.
O The downstairs of the house is larger than
the upstairs. Compare upstairs
downstream adj /'davnstrizm/ towards
the mouth of a river O Downstream commu-
nities have not yet been affected. M adv
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/davun'striim/ towards the mouth of a river O
The silt is carried downstream and deposited
in the delta.

down-to-earth / daun tu '3:0/ adj sensi-
ble or matter-of-fact. Antonym fanciful

@ downtown /'dauntaun/ adv to the town
centre O You can take the bus to go down-
town. ® adj in the town centre O the down-
town department stores O Her office is in
downtown New York. m noun the central dis-
trict of a town O Downtown will be very
crowded at this time of day.
downtrodden /'dauntrodn/
pressed, badly treated
downturn /'dauntsin/ noun a movement
towards lower prices, sales or profits. Ant-
onym upturn

down under /daun 'ands/ noun in Austra-
lia and New Zealand (informal)

® downward /'davnwad/ adj towards the
bottom O a downward trend in the unemploy-
ment figures. Synonym descending. Ant-
onym upward B adv US same as
downwards

® downwards /'davnwadz/ adv towards
the bottom (NOTE: The US term is down-
ward.)

downwind adv, adj in the direction in
which the wind is blowing

downy /'davni/ adj 1. soft and fluffy 2.
covered with soft hairs

dowry /'dauri/ noun money or goods which
a bride brings to her husband

® doz abbr dozen

doze /douz/ noun a short sleep O She had a
little doze after feeding the baby. m verb to
sleep a little, to sleep lightly (slang) © She
dozed off for a while after lunch. Synonym
nap

@ dozen /'daz(a)n/ noun 1. twelve O We
ordered two dozen chairs. O they’re cheaper
by the dozen they are cheaper if you buy
twelve at a time O half a dozen six O half'a
dozen apples 2. 0O nineteen to the dozen
very fast O They chattered away nineteen to
the dozen.

dozy /'douzi/ adj 1. sleepy O The children
were dozy after their walk, so we put them to
bed early. 2. stupid

@ Dr ) doctor

drab /drab/ adj lacking bright colours;
brown, grey (NOTE: drabber — drabbest)
draconian /dro'kounion/ adj (of a law) ex-
tremely severe. Synonym harsh

@ draft /dra:ft/ noun 1. a rough plan of a
document O He quickly wrote out a draft of
the agreement. O It’s not the final version,
it’s just a draft. 2. US formerly, military ser-
vice which most young men had to do O He
left the USA to avoid the draft. 3. an order for
money to be paid by a bank O She sent me a

adj op-



draftsman

draft for one thousand pounds. 4. US same as
draught m adj in preparation and not final O
They brought the draft agreement with them.
O She wrote out the draft letter on the back of
an envelope. O The lawyers were working on
the draft contract. m verb 1. to draw up a
rough plan of something O We drafted a
sales forecast on a piece of paper. 2. US to
call someone for military service O At the
age of eighteen he was drafted into the
Marines. 3. to ask someone to do something
O The Boy Scouts were drafted in to dig the
garden. Compare draught

draftsman /'dra:ftsmon/ noun US same
as draughtsman

® drag /dreg/ verb 1. to pull something
heavy along O She dragged her suitcase
across the platform. O The police dragged
the protesters away from the gate. 2. to hang
back, to stay behind O Tom was dragging
along at the end of the line. 3. to force some-
one to do something O They had to drag her
to the party. 4. to pull a net along the bottom
of an area of water to try to find something O
The police dragged the lake to try to find the
body of the missing boy. m noun 1. a boring
thing, which stops you doing things you re-
ally want to do O It’s a drag, having to write
all the Christmas cards. 2. O in drag (of a
man) wearing women’s clothes 3. smoking a
cigarette; one puff on a cigarette O '/l just
pop out for a drag.

drag and drop /,draeg on 'drop/ verb to
move an icon or section of text or object from
one area of the screen of a computer to
another

® drag on /,drag 'on/ verb to go on slowly
O The dinner party seemed to drag on for
hours.

dragon /'dreegan/ noun 1. a mythological
animal which breathes fire O The national
emblem of Wales is a red dragon. 2. an un-
friendly woman who seems frightening
dragonfly /'dregonflar/ noun a long in-
sect with bright transparent wings which of-
ten flies near water (NOTE: The plural is
dragonflies.)

dragoon /dra'gu:n/ noun an armed soldier
on a horse (dated) O The dragoons attacked
the French cavalry. m verb to force someone
O Mother dragooned us all into helping move
the furniture.

drain /drem/ noun 1. a pipe for carrying
waste water away O In the autumn the drains
get blocked by leaves. O We had to phone the
council to come and clear the blocked drain.
O it’s just like pouring money down the
drain it’s a waste of money (informal) »
laugh 2. a gradual loss O The office in Paris
is a continual drain on our resources. ®m verb
1. to remove a liquid O Boil the potatoes for
ten minutes, drain and leave to cool. 2. to
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drink all the liquid that is in something such
as a cup or a glass O He drained his glass and
asked for some more.

drainage /'dremnids/ noun the process of
removing water by means of drains
drained /dremnd/ adj o to look drained to
look pale and tired out O After the interview
she looked completely drained.

draining board /'dremnig bo:d/ noun a
slightly sloping surface next to a sink
drainpipe /'drempaip/ noun a pipe on the
outside of a house which takes water down to
the drains

drake /dreik/ noun a male duck (NOTE: A
female duck is called a duck; the young are
ducklings.)

® drama /'dra:ma/ noun 1. a serious per-
formance in a theatre O The ‘Globe’ has put
on an unknown Elizabethan drama. O I'm
reading a book on 19th-century French
drama. O a new TV drama series about life in
the Lake District O She’s a drama student or
she’s studying drama. 0 drama department
a department in a college which teaches seri-
ous theatre 2. a series of serious and exciting
events O He always makes a drama out of ev-
erything. O a day of high drama in the court
O the drama of the rescue of the children by
helicopter

® dramatic /dro'matik/ adj 1. sudden, un-
expected and very noticeable O The door was
flung open and she made a dramatic en-
trance. O The TV news showed dramatic pic-
tures of the rescue of the children. O the
dramatic moment in the film, when the dino-
saurs start to attack children 2. referring to
drama O a dramatic performance which be-
gins at 7.30 O his latest dramatic work for
radio

dramatically /dro'metikli/ adv in a very
dramatic way

dramatics /dra'metiks/ noun the practice
of performing plays, usually by people who
are not paid to act

dramatisation /. dreematar'ze1[(a)n/,
dramatization noun the adaptation of some-
thing for TV or the theatre

dramatise /'dreemotaiz/, dramatize verb
1. to adapt a novel for TV or the theatre O
The novel was dramatised by J. Smith. 2. to
make something seem much more dramatic
than it really is O There’s no need to drama-
tise the situation, it’s bad enough as it is.
dramatist /'dramotist/ noun a person
who writes plays. Synonym playwright

® drank /draegk/  drink

drape /dretp/ verb 1. to hang cloth around
something O The statue was draped in a
white cloth ready to be unveiled. © He wore a
long scarf draped over his shoulders. 2. to



drapery

hang something long over something O He
draped his legs over the back of the seat.
drapery /'dreipari/ noun a thin cloth which
is draped around something O She was
clothed in thin draperies. (NOTE: The plural
is draperies.)

drapes /dreips/ plural noun US curtains O
Open the drapes — it’s light outside.

drastic /'drestik/ adj severe, which has a
sharp effect

drastically /'dreestikli/ adv severely, with
a sharp effect

® draught /dra:ft/ noun 1. a flow of cool
air into a room O Don 't sit in a draught. 2. O
draught beer, beer on draught beer which
is served from a barrel, and not in a bottle or
can O I'll have a pint of draught, please. 3.
the depth of water which a ship needs to float
and not touch the bottom (NOTE: [all senses]
The US spelling is draft.)

draughts /dra:fts/ noun a board game
played with black and white round pieces O
Would you like a game of draughts or to play
draughts? O Draughts is a much simpler
game than chess. (NOTE: not plural, and
takes a singular verb. The US term is
checkers.)

draughtsman /'dra:ftsman/ noun a per-
son who draws plans for machines or build-
ings (NOTE: The plural is draughtsmen.
The US spelling is draftsman.)

® draughty /'dra:fti/ adj with cool air
flowing into it (NOTE: draughtier -
draughtiest. The US spelling is drafty.)

@ draw /dro:/ noun 1. the act of choosing
the winner in a lottery O The draw is held on
Saturdays. O We are holding a draw to raise
money for the local hospital. 2. a game where
there is no winner O The game ended in a
draw, 2 — 2. 3. an attraction O The zoo is a
great draw for children. O The new safari
park will be the biggest draw in the area. 4.
O he is quick on the draw he reacts very
quickly m verb 1. to make a picture with a
pen or pencil O He drew a picture of the
house. O She’s drawing a pot of flowers. 2.
not to have a winner in a game O The teams
drew 2 — 2. 0 the match was drawn neither
side won 3. to pull open or to close O Can
you draw the curtains — it’s getting dark. O
She drew the curtains and let in the sun. 4. to
pull out O He drew a notepad out of his
pocket. O She was drawing water from a
well. O to draw lots to take pieces of paper
from a box to decide something. The person
who has the marked piece wins. O We drew
lots to decide who would go first. O They
drew lots for the bottle of whisky. 5. to re-
ceive money O He doesn’t draw a salary, but
charges us for his expenses. O Next year 1’ll
be drawing my old age pension. 6. 0 he drew
a blank he was unsuccessful in his search o
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to draw the line at something to refuse to
do something O I draw the line at inviting
your sister to my birthday party.

drawback /'dro:bek/ noun a thing
which is not convenient or which causes
a problem. Synonym disadvantage. Ant-
onym advantage

drawbridge /'dro:bridz/ noun a bridge
which can be raised or moved down so that
people can move across an area water

® drawer /'dro:a/ noun 1. a part of a desk
or cupboard like an open box which slides in
and out and which you pull with a handle O /
keep my cheque book in the top drawer of my
desk. 2. a person who writes a cheque or a
bill asking for money to be paid to someone
O the bank returned the cheque to drawer
the bank would not pay the cheque because
the person who wrote it did not have enough
money in the account to pay it

draw in /dro: '/ verb o the nights or
days are drawing in it is becoming darker
earlier because winter is approaching

@ drawing /'dro:ig/ noun 1. the art of mak-
ing pictures with pencil or pen O He studied
drawing in Rome. 2. a picture done with
pencil or pen O I've bought an old drawing of
the church. o it’s back to the drawing
board we’ll have to start planning all over
again

drawing board /'dro:ig boid/ noun a
large board used by designers to work on
drawing pin /'dro:ig pin/ noun a pin with
a large flat head, used for fixing papers to a
surface such as a wall (NOTE: The US term is
thumbtack.)

drawing room /'dro:ig ru:m/ noun a sit-
ting room, a room for sitting and talking in,
but not eating

drawl /dro:l/ noun a slow way of speaking
O He spoke with a southern drawl. ® verb to
speak slowly, making the words seem long O
‘Come up and see me some time’, she
drawled.

® drawn /dro:n/ adj 1. tired and ill O She
looked drawn after spending all night with
her sick baby. 2. 1y draw

drawn-out /dromn ‘'aut/ adj o long
drawn-out taking a very long time O There
was long drawn-out argument about who
was going to pay the bill.

® draw up /,dro: 'Ap/ verb 1. to come close
and stop O A4s I was standing at the bus stop,
a car drew up and the driver asked if I
wanted a lift. 2. to write down something,
e.g. a plan O They have drawn up a plan to
save money. O Have you drawn up a list of
people you want to invite to the party? 3. to
move something closer O Draw your chairs
up to the table.



dread

dread /dred/ noun great fear O The sound
of his voice filled her with dread. O She has a
dread of being touched. O in dread of being
very afraid of O They lived in constant dread
of being arrested by the secret police. ® verb
to fear something greatly O I'm dreading tak-
ing my driving test. O She dreads her weekly
visit to the doctor. Antonym look forward
to

dreaded /'dredid/ adj awful, frightening
(humorous)

@ dreadful /'dredf(o)l/ adj very bad or un-
pleasant. Antonym lovely

@ dreadfully /'dredf(o)li/ adv extremely,
in a way that is not good or pleasant
dreadlocks /'dredloks/ plural noun a hair-
style where your hair is plaited into thick
strands O He had his hair in dreadlocks.

@ dream /dri:m/ noun 1. things which you
think you see happening while you are asleep
O She had a dream about big pink elephants.
2. things which you imagine and hope will

happen in the future O All his dreams of

wealth collapsed when he lost his job. O The
results surpassed our wildest dreams. O
Never in your wildest dreams did you imag-
ine you would end up in such an important
Jjob. 3. something you would really like to do
or to see happen O His dream is to appear on
Broadway. O They finally realised their
dream of owning a cottage in the country. 4.
something very pleasant or delicious O That
chocolate mousse was a dream. B verb 1. to
think you see things happening while you are
asleep O He was dreaming of white sand and
a blue tropical sea. O I dreamt about you last
night. O Last night I dreamt I was drowning.
2. to think about something O not to dream
of doing something not to consider doing
something O She wouldn’t dream of wearing
a big hat like that. 3. to imagine something
which does not exist O I never said that — you
must have been dreaming! (NOTE: he
dreamed or he dreamt /dremt/) m adj best
possible, what you really want O They found
their dream house in a small town by the sea.
O The game is to select your dream team for
the World Cup.

dreamer /'dri:zma/ noun a person who is
out of touch with practical things. Synonym
visionary

dreamt /dremt/ ) dream

dreamy /'dri:mi/ adj as if you are dreaming
(NOTE: dreamier — dreamiest)

dreary /'driori/ adj sad or gloomy; not in-
teresting (NOTE: drearier — dreariest)
dredge /dreds/ verb 1. to remove dirt or
sand from the bottom of a river or lake O
They had to spend weeks dredging the chan-
nel so that boats can still get to the harbour.
2. to cover something with a substance such
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dressing room

as sugar or flour O When the pie is cooked,
dredge it with icing sugar.

dredger /'dred3a/ noun a boat with a crane
and large scoop, used for dredging

dregs /dregz/ plural noun the parts of a
drink which are left in a cup or glass when
you have finished drinking O He poured the
dregs down the sink. O the dregs of society
the worst people in society

drench /drent/ verb to soak something

@ dress /dres/ noun 1. a piece of a
woman’s or girl’s clothing, covering more or
less all the body O She was wearing a blue
dress. (NOTE: The plural is dresses.) 2. spe-
cial clothes m verb 1. to put clothes on O He
got up, dressed and left home. O She dressed
her little girl all in blue. 2. to clean and put a
bandage on a wound O The nurse will dress
the cut on your knee. 3. to prepare food O She
dressed the salad with slices of cucumber
and tomatoes. 4. O to dress a window to ar-
range the display in a shop window
dressage /'dresa:3/ noun a competition in
which horses show how well trained they are
® dressed /drest/ adj 1. wearing clothes O
I can’t come down to see the visitors — I'm
not dressed yet. O She was dressed all in
black. O to get dressed to dress yourself O
Get dressed and come downstairs. O He got
up, got dressed and then had breakfast. O
dressed to kill wearing your best clothes 2.
O dressed (up) as wearing the costume of O
He went to the party dressed (up) as a police-
man. O dressed up to the nines wearing
your very best clothes O I saw her going out
all dressed up to the nines.

dresser /'dresa/ noun 1. a piece of kitchen
furniture with open shelves above and cup-
boards below O Put the plates back in the
kitchen dresser. 2. a person who dresses in a
certain way O He's a very smart dresser. 3. a
person who helps someone dress, in a theatre
the person who helps the actors with their
costumes

dressing /'dresiy/ noun 1. putting on
clothes O Dressing the baby takes ages. 2. a
sauce for salad 0 French dressing a mixture
of oil and vinegar 3. a bandage for a wound O
The dressings need to be changed every
hour.

dressing-down / dresiy 'davn/ noun the
action of telling someone that you do not ap-
prove of what they have done (informal)
dressing gown /'dresiy gaun/ noun a
long robe worn over pyjamas or a nightdress
dressing room /'dresig ruim/ noun a
room in which you change your clothes, es-
pecially a room in a theatre where actors or
actresses get dressed in costume, or a room in
a sports club where people change into their
sports clothes



dressing table

dressing table /'dresiy ,teib(a)l/ noun a
piece of bedroom furniture with a mirror or
mirrors (NOTE: The US term is dresser.)
dressmaker /'dresmeika/ noun a person
who makes women’s clothes

dress rehearsal /,dres ri'hs:s(o)l/ noun
1. the last rehearsal for a play, where the ac-
tors wear costumes, and the scenery is ready
O The dress rehearsal was excellent, I hope
they perform as well as that on the first night.
2. the final practice for something O The at-
tack on the police station was only a dress re-
hearsal for the coup d’état which took place
the following week.

dress up /,dres 'Ap/ verb 1. to put on cos-
tumes O The children love dressing up as
doctors and nurses. 2. to wear your best ele-
gant clothes O Don''t dress up — come just as
you are.

dressy /'dresi/ adj (of person) wearing for-
mal and fashionable clothes

dribble /'drib(a)l/ verb 1. to let liquid flow
slowly out of an opening, especially out of
your mouth O The baby dribbled over her
dress. O Ketchup dribbled onto the table-
cloth. 2. to kick a football along as you are
running or to move a ball along with one
hand as you are running

dribs and drabs /dribz on 'draebzs/
plural noun little bits O in dribs and drabs a
little at a time O We finally pieced together
what had happened in dribs and drabs.
dried, drier, dries, driest /draid, -
'draro, draiz, 'drarast/ o dry

drier /'draio/, dryer noun a machine which
dries

drift /drift/ noun 1. a general meaning O
Did you follow the drift of the conversation?
O My lItalian isn’t very good, but I got the
drift of what they were saying. O I think she
got the general drifi of my argument. 2. a pile
of snow blown by the wind O Snow lay in
drifts around the farmhouse. m verb 1. to
move with the flow of water, without steer-
ing O The boat drifted down the river for two
miles. 2. to move aimlessly O After the
match, the spectators drifted towards the ex-
its. 3. (of snow) to pile up O The snow began
to drift in the high wind. 4. to behave aim-
lessly, to avoid taking any decisions O The
government lost its sense of purpose and
started to drift. O to let things drift to avoid
taking any decisions 5. to move slowly in a
certain direction O Prices drifted downwards.
drift apart / drift o'pait/ verb to move
away from each other gradually

drifter /'drifto/ noun a person with no set
plan in life, or a person who moves from job
to job without staying anywhere very long.
Synonym wanderer
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driftwood /'driftwud/ noun wood which
floats and is blown onto the seashore. Syn-
onym flotsam (NOTE: no plural)

® drill /dr1l/ noun 1. a tool for making holes
in a hard substance such as wood or metal O
He used an electric drill to make the holes in
the wall. 2. the action of practising marching,
especially in the armed forces O New recruits
spend hours practising their drill. 0 what’s
the drill? what’s the next thing to do now?
(informal) O I've never been to a board meet-
ing before so you'll have to tell me what'’s the
drill. m verb 1. to make holes with a drill O
He drilled two holes for the screws. O They
are drilling for oil. 2. to do military practice
O Recruits were drilling on the parade
ground.

@ drink /drigk/ noun 1. a liquid which you
swallow O If you're thirsty, have a drink of
water. O She always has a hot drink before
she goes to bed. 2. an alcoholic drink O
Would you like a drink? O Come and have a
drink. O I'll order some drinks from the bar.
m verb 1. to swallow liquid O He drank two
glasses of water. O What would you like to
drink? O Do you want something to drink
with your meal? 2. to drink alcoholic drinks
O She doesn’t drink or she never drinks. O he
drinks like a fish he drinks a lot of alcohol 3.
O to drink a toast to someone to drink and
wish someone well O We all drank a toast to
the future success of the company.
drinkable /'drigkob(a)l/ adj good enough
to drink

drink-driver / drigk 'drarva/ noun a per-
son who drives a car when drunk
drink-driving /,drigk 'drarvig/ noun driv-
ing a car when drunk

drinker /'drigka/ noun a person who usu-
ally drinks a particular quantity or type of al-
cohol, or a person who drinks too much
alcohol regularly © She’s only a light
drinker. O They're all beer drinkers. O Her
father was drinker.

drinking /'drigkiy/ noun the act or process
of drinking a lot of alcohol, especially fre-
quently and over a period of time

drinking chocolate /'drigkip ,tfoklot/
noun powdered chocolate used to make a
milk drink

drinking fountain /'drigkiy ,faontin/
noun a public tap where you can drink water
drinking water /'drigkiy ,wo:to/ noun
water which is safe to drink

drink to /'drigk tu:/ verb to give someone
good wishes for success or happiness in the
future, especially by having a drink

drink up /,drigk 'Ap/ verb to drink all of a
liquid

drip /drip/ noun 1. a small drop of water O
There’s a hole in the tent — a drip just fell on



drip-dry

my nose. 2. a liquid given to a patient directly
into the body, or the tube used to put a liquid
into a patient’s body m verb to fall in drops,
or to let a liquid fall in drops O The tap is
dripping. O His nose is dripping because he
has a cold. O Water was dripping from the
roof. Synonym dribble o dripping wet very
wet

drip-dry /'drip dray/ adj o drip-dry shirt a
shirt which does not crease if hung to dry
while wet

dripping noun fat that comes out of a piece
of beef when you cook it B adj extremely wet
@ drive /drarv/ noun 1. a journey, espe-
cially in a car O Let’s go for a drive into the
country. O The baby gets sick on long drives.
O It’s a four-hour drive to the coast. 2. the
way in which power gets from the engine
to a car’s wheels O a car with front-wheel
drive O a four-wheel-drive car 3. the place
where the driver sits O a car with lefi-hand
drive (NOTE: British cars are right-hand
drive.) 4. a part of a computer which
works a disk O The computer has a CD-ROM
drive. 5. an energetic way of working O We
need someone with plenty of drive to run
the sales department. 6. a little road leading
to a house O Visitors can park in the
drive. 7. (in golf or cricket) hitting the ball
hard and far m verb 1. to make a motor
vehicle travel in a certain direction O He
can swim, but he can’t drive. O He was
driving a lorry when the accident happened.
O She was driving to work when she
heard the news on the car radio. o I’ll drive
your aunt to the airport I’ll take her to the
airport in my car 2. to force something O He
drove the nail into the wall. 3. O to drive
someone crazy or mad to have an effect on
someone so that they become very annoyed
(informal) O The noise is driving me mad. O
All this work is driving her crazy. 4. (in golf
or cricket) to hit the ball hard and far (NOTE:
driving — drove /drouv/ — has driven
/'driv(e)n/)

drive at /'drarv &t/ verb (informal) o what
is he driving at? what is he trying to say? O /
don’t know what he’s driving at.

® drive away /,drarv o'wer/ verb 1. to
ride away in a motor vehicle O The bank rob-
bers leapt into a car and drove away at top
speed. 2. to take someone away in a motor
vehicle O The children were driven away in a
police car. 3. to force something or someone
to go away O The smell of the drains is driv-
ing our customers away.

® drive back /,drarv 'bak/ verb 1. to go
back or to come back in a motor vehicle O
We were driving back to London after a day
out. 2. to force someone or something back ©
The police drove the demonstrators back into
the square.
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drive-by /'drarv bai/ noun the firing of a
gun at somebody from a moving vehicle m
adj performed very quickly and with a lack
of care or purpose

drive in / drarv 'in/ verb 1. to go in by car
O Each car that drives in is issued with a
ticket. 2. to force in O The shepherd stood by
the gate, waiting for the dogs to drive the
sheep in.

drive-in /'drarv 1/ adj, noun bank, cin-
ema, restaurant, etc. where cars drive up for
service O We went to see the movie at the lo-
cal drive-in. O We got a Chinese takeaway at
a drive-in restaurant.

drivel /'driv(a)l/ noun rubbish. Synonym
nonsense

® driven /'driv(o)n/ ¢ drive

® drive off / drarv 'nf/ verb 1. to ride away
in a motor vehicle O The bank robbers leapt
into a car and drove off at top speed. 2. to
force someone or something to go away O
They drove off the attackers with shotguns.

@ driver /'drarvo/ noun a person who
drives a vehicle such as a car or train O He’s
got a job as a bus driver. O The drivers of
both cars were injured in the accident. Syn-
onym chauffeur

driver’s license /'drarvoz
noun US same as driving licence
drive-through /'drarv 6ru:/ noun a bu