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Preface

This dictionary contains the essential words and phrases needed for everyday
communication by learners of English and information on how these words and
phrases are commonly used. It builds on the Easier English™ Basic Dictionary
and is especially useful for intermediate learners of all ages who are expanding
their vocabulary and knowledge of English.

Each main word, including compound words and phrasal verbs, has its own
easy-to-find entry in bold type and a pronunciation in the International Phonetic
Alphabet. The relative frequency of the most commonly used words is indicated.
Common phrases, verb patterns and idioms associated with the main term are
shown in bold type and separately defined within the entry.

The meanings of the main common senses of each word are given clearly and
simply, using a limited and easily understood vocabulary. Meanings are grouped
together by their part of speech. Examples are given for words that are likely to be
used in practice, to provide patterns for the user’s own production of English
sentences. The prepositions that are regularly used with a word are also shown for
common words, in square brackets. Some less frequently encountered words,
which may only need to be recognised and understood, are given definitions only.
Noted at the end of some entries are words with a different part of speech whose
meanings can be easily understood from the rest of the entry.

Extra help is offered in Notes at the end of some entries. These include warnings
about words which can be confused with each other and unusual inflected forms.
The major differences between US and British spelling are noted.



Parts of Speech

abbr (abbreviation) interj (interjection) prefix

adj (adjective) modal verb prep (preposition)

adv (adverb) n (noun) pron (pronoun)

article plural noun (always Vv (verb)

conj (conjunction) takes a plural verb)

Symbols

OJOXO) indicates words which are commonly used, from (1) the most

basic and essential, (2) frequent and useful to know, to

®) starting to develop a wider vocabulary.

before a new part of speech

before examples

before a phrase or idiom

before an idiom

an explanation of the word will be found at the place indicated
extra information will be found at the place indicated

soosgonm

Pronunciation

The following symbols have been used to show the pronunciation of the main words in the
dictionary.

Stress is indicated by a main stress mark (' ) and a secondary stress mark ( , ). Note that
these are only guides, as the stress of the word changes according to its position in the
sentence.

Vowels Consonants

® back b buck

a: harm d dead

D stop a other

ar type dz jump

au how f fare

aro hire g gold

ava hour h head

o1 course j yellow

o1 annoy k cab

e head 1 leave

) fair m mix

el make n nil

eu 2o D sing

31 word P print

it keep r rest

i happy S save

F) about ) shop

1 fit t take

16 near tf change

u annual 0 theft

ur pool \% value

U book w work

09 tour X loch

A shut 3 measure
z zone



A

a' /e, A noun the first letter of the alpha-
bet, followed by B o Do you mean ‘de-
pendant’ spelt with an ‘a’ or ‘dependent’
with an ‘e’? < from A to Z completely, all
the way through

a2 /3, e1/, an /on, @&n/ article 1. one o an
enormous hole o a useful guidebook o
She’s bought a new car. o I want a cup of
tea. o We had to wait an hour for the bus.
(NOTE: an is used before words beginning
with a, e, i, 0, u and with h if the h is not pro-
nounced: an apple or an hour. a is used be-
fore words beginning with all other letters
and also before u where u is pronounced
/juz/ : a useful guidebook) 2. for each or to
each o Apples cost £1.50 a kilo. o The car
was travelling at 50 kilometres an hour. o
He earns £100 a day.

A&E /e1 ond 'it/ abbr accident and emer-
gency

aback /o'bxk/ adv o taken aback sur-
prised and shocked by something unpleas-
ant o She was somewhat taken aback when
he told her there was no train that evening.
abacus /'&bokas/ noun an object used
for counting consisting of a frame with
balls which can be moved on bars

® abandon /o'bandon/ (abandons,
abandoning, abandoned) verb 1. to leave
someone or something in an unkind way o
The dog had been abandoned by its owner.
2. to leave somewhere for ever o The vil-
lage had been abandoned when the dam
was built. 3. to give up or stop doing some-
thing o The company has decided to aban-
don the project. o We abandoned the idea
of setting up a London office.
abandoned /o'bendond/ adj no longer
used or lived in

abandonment /o'bandonmont/ noun
the act or process of leaving someone or
something without help

abashed /o'be [t/ adjashamed or embar-
rassed

abate /o'beit/ (abates, abating, abated)
verb to become less strong or forceful
(formal)

abattoir /'abotwa:/ noun a place where
animals are killed for meat

abbey /'&bi/ noun 1. a place where a
community of Christian monks or nuns
live 2. a large church o Westminster Abbey
abbreviated /o'brirviertid/ adj short-
ened by having something left out
abbreviation /o britvi'erf(9)n/ noun a
short form of a word. Compare acronym
abdicate /'ebdikert/ (abdicates, abdi-
cating, abdicated) verb 1. to give up the
position as king or queen of a country 2. to
fail to carry out a duty or responsibility
(formal) (NOTE: + abdication n)
abdomen /'a2bdoman/ noun the space in
the front part of your body, containing the
stomach and other organs

abdominal /eb'domin(o)l/ adjreferring
to the abdomen

abduct /zb'dakt/ (abducts, abducting,
abducted) verbto take someone away, usu-
ally by force (NOTE: + abduction n)
aberration /,&bo'rerf(o)n/ noun an ac-
tion or thing which is not usual or expected
(formal)

abhorrent /sb'horont/ adj horrible or
disgusting (formal)

abide /o'bard/ (abides, abiding, abode or
abided) verb 1. o to abide by to keep to
rules, agreements or customs o You must
abide by the rules of the game. o We have
to abide by the decision of the referee. 2. o
can’t abide something to dislike some-
thing or someone o I can’t abide the smell
of cigars. o If you can’t abide him, why do
you accept his invitation?

abiding /o'baidiy/ adjlasting a long time
(formal)

@ ability /o'biliti/ (plural abilities) noun
1. a natural tendency to do something well
[~in] o I admire his ability to stay calm un-
der pressure. o We can develop their natu-
ral abilities in music further. o I’ll do it to
the best of my ability I'll do it as well as I
can 2. the fact of being clever o suitable for
different levels of ability (NOTE: no plural in
this sense)



abject

abject/'2bdzekt/ adj (formal) 1. very bad
o abject poverty 2. making you feel
ashamed o an abject apology o abject ter-
ror

ablaze /o'ble1z/ adv 1. on fire o Thirty
hectares of trees were ablaze. 2. shining
brightly o At midnight the house was still
ablaze with lights.

@ able /'etb(a)l/ adj 1. o to be able to do
something to be capable of something or
have the chance to do something o They
weren’t able to find the house. o Will you
be able to come to the meeting? 2. good at
doing something, or good at doing many
things o She’s a very able manager. o
There are special activities for able chil-
dren.

able-bodied /,e1b(o)] 'bodid/ adj fit and
healthy

ably /'e1bli/ adv in a very competent or ef-
ficient way

abnormal /&b'no:m(a)l/ adj not normal
abnormality / &bno:'meliti/ (plural ab-
normalities) noun 1. the state of being ab-
normal 2. something which is abnormal
aboard /o'bo:d/ ady, prep on a ship or ve-
hicle o The passengers went aboard the
‘Queen Elizabeth’ at 10 p.m. o When the
ship docked, customs officers came aboard
to inspect the cargo.

abode /o'boud/ noun the place where
someone lives (literary) o of no fixed
abode with no permanent address (formal)
abolish /o'bolif/ (abolishes, abolishing,
abolished) verb to get rid of something
such as a law or right

abolition /,&bo'lif(e)n/ noun the act of
abolishing something such as a law or right
abominable /o'bominab(o)l/ adj very
bad (formal)

Aboriginal /&ba'rid3zin(e)l/ adj refer-
ring to Aborigines m noun same as Aborig-
ine

Aborigine /ebo'rid3mni/ noun an Aus-
tralian who is a member of the peoples who
lived in Australia before Europeans arrived
abort /o'bo:t/ (aborts, aborting, abort-
ed) verb 1. to stop something taking place
2. to perform an abortion on a foetus
abortion /o'bo:(o)n/ noun the ending of
a woman’s pregnancy before a live infant
can be born

abortive /o'bo:tiv/ adjattempted without
success

® about /o'bavt/ prep 1. referring to
something o He told me all about his oper-
ation. o What do you want to speak to the

doctor about? 2. o to be about to do some-
thing to be going to do something very
soon o We were about to go home when you
arrived. 3. not exactly o I've been waiting
for about four hours. o She’s only about fif-
teen years old. o while you’re about it at
the same time as the thing you are doing o
While you’re about it, can you post this let-
ter? < how about? 1. what do you think
about? o We can’t find a new chairperson
for the club — What about Sarah? 2. would
you like a cup of tea? ¢ while you’re about
it at the same time as the thing you are do-
ing o While you're about it, can you post
this letter?

about-turn /obaut'tsin/, about-face
noun 1. an order to soldiers to turn to face
in the opposite direction 2. an act of chang-
ing your plans or policy to the opposite of
what you did before

® above /2'bav/ prep 1. higher than o
The plane was flying above the clouds. o
The temperature in the street was above 30
degrees. o At prices above £20, nobody
will buy it. 2. older than o If you are above
18, you have to pay the full fare. 3. louder
than o I couldn’t hear the telephone above
the noise of the drills.

above board /0,bav 'bo:d/ adj openly
honest and legal

abrasive /o'breisiv/ adj rude and impa-
tient in dealing with people m noun a sub-
stance which rubs away a surface o Avoid
using abrasives to clean this surface.
abreast /o'brest/ adv side by side
abridged /o'brid3d/ adj shortened by re-
moving parts of a text

@ abroad /o'bro:d/ adv in or to another
country o [ lived abroad for three years.
abrupt /o'brapt/ adj 1. sudden 2. using
few words and not being very polite
abruptly /o'braptli/ adv briefly and im-
politely

abruptness /o'braptnas/ noun the fact
of using few words and not being very po-
lite

abscess /'abses/ noun a collection of
pus in the body

abscond /ob'skond/ (absconds, ab-
sconding, absconded) verb (formal) 1. to
leave somewhere suddenly and secretly
[~with] o The sports club’s treasurer ab-
sconded with their funds. 2. to escape from
prison

abseil /'zbsell/ (abseils, abseiling, ab-
seiled) verb to come down a cliff or wall
using a fixed rope wound around your
body



accelerate

@ absence /'absons/ noun the fact of
being away from a place [~from] o She did
not explain her absence from the meeting.
o in the absence of, in someone’s absence
because someone or something is not there
o In the absence of the chairman orIn the
chairman’s absence, his deputy took over.
o In the absence of any official support, we
had to raise our own funds.

@® absent/'&bsont/ adjnot there o Ten of
the staff are absent with flu.

absentee /xbson'tiz/ noun a person
who is not there

absenteeism /,ebs(o)n'tizz(o)m/
noun the act or fact of deliberately staying
away from work

absent-minded /,&bs(o)nt 'maindid/
adj often forgetting things

@ absolute /'&bsolu:t/ adj complete or
total

@ absolutely adv 1. /'ebsslu:tli/ com-
pletely o I am absolutely sure I left the keys
in my coat pocket. 2./ &bsa'lu:tli/ yes, of
course o Did you build it yourself? — Abso-
lutely!

absolve /ob'zplv/ (absolves, absolving,
absolved) verb to remove blame for a sin
from someone

® absorb /ob'zo:b/ (absorbs, absorb-
ing, absorbed) verb 1. to take in something
such as a liquid o The water should be ab-
sorbed by the paper. o Salt absorbs mois-
ture from the air. 2. to reduce a shock o The
car’s springs are supposed to absorb any
shock from the road surface.

absorbent /ob'zo:bont/ adj which can
absorb something such as a liquid
absorbing /ob'zo:biy/ adj very interest-
ing

absorption /ob'zo:pfon/ noun 1. the act
of absorbing something or of being ab-
sorbed 2. the fact of being very interested
in something

abstain /ob'stemn/ (abstains, abstain-
ing, abstained) verb 1. deliberately not to
do something [~from] o His doctor recom-
mended he should abstain from drinking
coffee for six months. 2. not to vote on a
matter

abstention /ob'stenfon/ noun the act or
fact of deliberately not voting on a matter
abstinence /'2bstimons/ noun the act or
fact of deliberately not doing something,
especially not drinking alcohol

abstract /'zbstrakt/ adj 1. which exists
only in the mind rather than in the physical

world 2. (of art) which does not copy things
exactly as they appear

abstract noun /,a&bstrekt 'navn/ noun
a noun that refers to an idea or quality, e.g.
‘truth’

absurd /ob's3:d/ adj completely unrea-
sonable or impossible to believe o It’s ab-
surd to expect you will win the lottery if you
only buy one ticket.

abundance /o'bandons/ noun a large
quantity

abundant /o'bandont/ adj existing in
large quantities

abundantly /o'bandont(e)li/ adv in
large or more than large enough quantities
® abuse' /o'bjuis/ noun 1. very bad
treatment o the sexual abuse of children o
She suffered physical abuse in prison.
(NOTE: no plural in this sense) 2. a bad use
of something o The government’s action is
an abuse of power. 3. rude words o The
people being arrested shouted abuse at the
police. (NOTE: no plural in this sense)
abuse? /o'bjuiz/ (abuses, abusing,
abused) verb 1. to treat someone very bad-
ly, usually physically or sexually o She had
been abused as a child. 2. to make the
wrong use of something o He abused his
position as finance director. 3. to say rude
things about someone o The crowd noisily
abused the group of politicians as they en-
tered the building.

abusive /o'bju:siv/ adj 1. rude and in-
sulting o an abusive letter o He had too
much to drink and became abusive. 2.
treating someone in a violent or cruel way,
or referring to a violent and cruel situation
o an abusive father o an abusive relation-
ship

abysmal /5'bizm(a)l/ adj extremely bad
abyss /o'bis/ noun1. a deep hole 2. a hor-
rible or frightening situation

@ academic /,&ko'demik/ adj 1. relat-
ing to study at a university o Members of
the academic staff received a letter from
the principal. 2. only in theory, not in prac-
tice o It is only of academic interest. m noun
a university teacher o All her friends are
academics.

academy /o'kedomi/ noun 1. a college
where specialised subjects are taught 2. a
private society for the study of art or sci-
ence

accelerate /ok'seloreit/ (accelerates,
accelerating, accelerated) verb to go fast-
er o Don’t accelerate when you get to traf-
fic lights.



accelerator

4

® accelerator /ok'selorerto/ noun a
pedal which makes a car go faster
accent /'zksont/ noun 1. a particular
way of pronouncing something o He
speaks with an American accent. 2. the
stronger or louder part of a word or sen-
tence o In the word ‘letter’ the accent is on
the first syllable. 3. a mark over a letter
showing a particular way of pronouncing it
o Café has an accent on the ‘e’. 4. empha-
sis o The accent is on youth unemployment.
accentuate /zk'sentfuert/ (accentu-
ates, accentuating, accentuated) verb to
put emphasis on something

(@ accept /ok'sept/ (accepts, accepting,
accepted) verb 1. to take and keep a
present o We hope you will accept this little
gift. 2. to say ‘yes’ or to agree to something
o She accepted the offer of a job in Austral-
ia. o I invited her to come with us and she
accepted. (NOTE: Do not confuse with ex-
cept.)

® acceptable /ok'septob(a)l/ adj good
enough to be accepted, although not partic-
ularly good o Fighting in the street is not
acceptable behaviour. o Smoking is be-
coming less socially acceptable. o A small
gift of flowers would be very acceptable. o
The offer is not acceptable to the vendor.
® acceptance /ok'septons/ noun 1. the
act of taking something which is offered 2.
the act or fact of agreeing to do something
® accepted /ok'septid/ adj which is
taken as correct by most people

(@ access /'zkses/ noun a way of reach-
ing a place o The concert hall has access
for wheelchairs. o At present there is no
access to the site. o to have access to
something to be able to reach a place, meet
a person, or obtain something o I’ll have
access to the studio day and night. o The
company has access to substantial funds. m
verb (accesses, accessing, accessed) to
get information from a computer o She
tried to access the address list.

access course /'®kses kois/ noun a
course of study designed to qualify some-
one for higher education

accessible /ok'sesib(o)l/ adj 1. easily
reached o They live on a farm which is not
accessible by car. 2. easy to read or under-
stand o Her style of writing is quite acces-
sible. 3. suitable for disabled people o ac-
cessible toilets o accessible holidays

® accessory /ok'sesori/ (plural acces-
sories) noun 1. a useful piece of equip-
ment, added to others 2. a small item of
clothing 3. a person who helps someone

commit a crime [~t0] o an accessory to the
crime

® accident /'&ksid(o)nt/ noun 1. an un-
pleasant thing which happens and causes
damage or injury o He lost his leg in an ac-
cident at work. o She was involved in a car
accident and had to go to hospital. 2.
something that happens unexpectedly o
Their third baby was an accident. <> by ac-
cident without being planned or expected
o He found the missing papers by accident.
accidental / zksi'dent(9)l/ adj happen-
ing without being planned or expected o an
accidental meeting o accidental damage o
His death was not accidental.
accidentally / &kst'dent(o)li/ adv with-
out being planned or expected

acclaim /o'klerm/ noun great praise
acclaimed /o'kleimd/ adj much praised,
especially publicly

accolade /'«kolerd/ noun a thing given
to someone as a sign of praise

® accommodate /o'komodeit/ (ac-
commodates, accommodating, accom-
modated) verb to provide someone with a
place to live

accommodating /o'komodertin/ adj
taking trouble to help people

@ accommodation /o, komoa'derf(a)n/
noun a place to live or somewhere to stay
for a short time o Are you still looking for
accommodation? o Visitors have difficulty
in finding hotel accommodation during the
summer. (NOTE: In British English, accom-
modation has no plural.)
accompaniment /o'kamp(o)nimont/
noun 1. music played to accompany some-
one singing or playing an instrument o a
piece for violin with piano accompaniment
2. a thing which accompanies something o
They served cranberry sauce as an accom-
paniment to the turkey.

@ accompany /o'kamp(o)ni/ (accom-
panies, accompanying, accompanied)
verb 1. to go with someone or something o
She accompanied me to the door: 2. to play
a musical instrument while someone else
plays another instrument or sings o She
sang and was accompanied on the piano
by her father. (NOTE: accompanied by
someone or something)

accomplice /o'kamplis/ noun a person
who helps another person to commit a
crime

accomplish /o'kamplif/ (accomplish-
es, accomplishing, accomplished) verb
to do something successfully o You won’t
accomplish anything by arguing.



ache

accomplished /o'kamplift/ adj talent-
ed or skilled

accomplishment /o'kamplifmont/
noun the successful finishing of something
after a lot of work

accord /o'ko:d/ noun 1. an agreement 2.
[~between] o of your own accord without
being ordered or forced by anyone o Of his
own accord he decided to sell the business
and retire to a Greek island. m verb (ac-
cords, according, accorded) to give
something to someone as an honour
accordingly /o'ko:digli/ adv as a result
of something just mentioned

® according to /o'ko:diy tuz/ prep 1. as
someone says or writes o The washing ma-
chine was installed according to the manu-
facturer’s instructions. o According to the
police, the car was going too fast. 2. in
agreement with rules or a system o Every-
thing went according to plan or schedule.
3. in relation to o The teachers have sepa-
rated the children into classes according to
their ages.

accost /o'kpost/ (accosts, accosting, ac-
costed) verb to approach or stop someone
in an aggressive or suggestive way

@ account /o'kaunt/ noun 1. same as
bank account 2. (in a shop) an arrange-
ment which a customer makes with a shop
to buy goods and pay for them later o Put
it on my account or Charge it to my ac-
count. m verb (accounts, accounting, ac-
counted) o to account for to explain
something that has happened (formal) o He
was asked to account for all his expendi-
ture. ¢ by all accounts as everyone says o
By all accounts, she is a very attractive
woman. ¢ on account of because of, due to
o The trains are late on account of the fog.
o We don’t use the car much on account of
the price of petrol. ¢ on no account not at
all © on someone’s account for or be-
cause of someone o I was worried on her
account by the news the letter. ¢ take
something into account or take account
of something to consider something o We
have to take the weather into account.
accountable /o'kauntob(a)l/ adjhaving
to explain what you have done, especially
how you have spent or received money
accountancy /o'kavntonsi/ noun the
study or the work of being an accountant
® accountant /o'kavntont/ noun a per-
son who deals with financial accounts
accounting /o'kavntiyg/ noun the work
of recording money paid, received, bor-
rowed or owed

accredited /o'kreditid/ adj given offi-
cial approval

® accumulate /o'kjurmjulert/ (accu-
mulates, accumulating, accumulated)
verb to increase gradually, or collect some-
thing over a period of time o Fat had accu-
mulated in the arteries. o We’ve accumu-
lated so many books and papers since we
moved into this office.

accumulation /5 kjurmju'lerf(o)n/
noun 1. the action of accumulating some-
thing 2. an amount of something built up
over time

accuracy /'®kjorasi/ noun the fact of
being correct in every detail

@ accurate /'zkjurot/ adj correct in
every detail o Are the figures accurate? o
We asked them to make an accurate copy of
the plan.

accurately /'zkjurotli/ adv correctly o
The weather forecast accurately predicted
the storm.

accusation / &kju:'zeif(o)n/ noun a
statement that someone has done some-
thing wrong

accusative /o'kjuizotiv/ adj in the ac-
cusative

(® accuse /o'kju:z/ (accuses, accusing,
accused) verb to say that someone has
done something wrong o The shopkeeper
accused her of theft. o She was accused of
stealing the money. (NOTE: You accuse
someone of a crime or of doing something.)
accusing /o'kju:ziy/ adjas if you are ac-
cusing someone of something o 'You for-
got to meet me,” she said in an accusing
voice.

accustom /o'kastom/ (accustoms, ac-
customing, accustomed) verb o to accus-
tom yourself to something to gradually
accept that something is normal or usual o
accustomed to doing something o They had
to accustom themselves to working in
Swedish. o It took him some time to become
accustomed to driving on the right-hand
side of the road.

accustomed /o'kastomd/ adj 1. normal
or usual 2. used to [~to] o He is accustomed
to assistants and plenty of people to help o
She was accustomed to walking her dog in
the park every morning.

ace /ers/ noun 1. a playing card with one
spot 2. someone who is excellent at doing
something 3. a service in tennis which the
opponent cannot return

® ache /e1k/ noun a pain that lasts for a
while. ¢ toothache, headache m verb
(aches, aching, ached) 1. to hurt or feel



achieve

pain that lasts for a while (formal) 2. to feel
a painful desire

® achieve /o'tfirv/ (achieves, achiev-
ing, achieved) verb to succeed in doing
something after trying very hard o Have
you achieved all your aims? o The compa-
ny has achieved great success in the USA.
@ achievement /o'tfizvmont/ noun
something which has been done success-
fully o She is very modest about her
achievements. o Coming sixth was a great
achievement, since he had never entered
the competition before.

@ acid/'&s1d/ noun a chemical substance
that is able to dissolve metals

acidic /o's1dik/ adj having a sour taste
acidity /o's1diti/ noun 1. the percentage
of acid in something 2. bitter taste

acid rain /,2s1d 'remn/ noun polluted rain
which kills trees

acid test /,&s1d 'test/ noun a test which
will show the true value of something

® acknowledge /ok 'nplid3/ (acknowl-
edges, acknowledging, acknowledged)
verb 1. to say that something has been re-
ceived o She didn’t acknowledge receiving
my letter. 2. to accept that something is true
[~that] o She acknowledged that she had
seen me there.

acknowledgement /ok'nolidzmont/
noun a letter or note sent to say that some-
thing has been received

acne /'&kni/ noun spots on the skin, usu-
ally on the face, neck and shoulders
acolyte /'«kolart/ noun a person who
supports someone else, often without criti-
cising their behaviour or opinions

acorn /'etkoimn/ noun the fruit of an oak
tree

acoustic /o'ku:stik/ adj referring to
sound

acoustics /o'kurstiks/ plural noun the
ability to carry sound without changing its
quality o The acoustics in the concert hall
are good.

acquaint /o'kweint/ (acquaints, ac-
quainting, acquainted) verb 1. o to be ac-
quainted with someone or something to
have some knowledge of someone or
something (formal) o Is he acquainted with
the details of the case? o She is acquainted
with my father. 2. to inform someone
acquaintance /o'kwemntons/ noun a
person you know slightly o She has many
acquaintances in the travel industry but no
real friends.

@ acquire /o'kwaro/ (acquires, acquir-
ing, acquired) verb to become the owner of
something o She has acquired a large col-
lection of old books.

® acquisition /,zkwr'zif(o)n/ noun 1.
the act of acquiring something o His acqui-
sition of half the shares in the company
surprised the staff. 2. a thing which has
been acquired

acquisitive /o'kwizitiv/ adj always
wanting to acquire new things

acquit /o'kwit/ (acquits, acquitting, ac-
quitted) verb to state formally that some-
one is not guilty

acquittal /o'kwit(9)l/ noun a decision by
a court that someone is not guilty

acre /'e1ka/ noun a measure of land, 4840
square yards or 0.4047 hectares (NOTE: The
plural is used with figures, except before a
noun: a farm of 250 acres or a 250-acre
farm.)

acrid /'&krid/ adjwith a bitter smell
acrimonious /,azkri'mounios/ adj an-
gry and bitter

acrobat /'zkrobzt/ noun a person who
performs difficult and exciting physical
movements for the public

acrobatic / akro'batik/ adj lively and
energetic

acrobatics /&kro'baetiks/ plural noun
1. acrobatic movements 2. skills used in
doing something difficult o We enjoyed the
verbal acrobatics as they tried to explain
their actions.

acronym /'zkronim/ noun a word made
from the first letters of the name of some-
thing o NATO and AIDS are both acro-
nyms. Compare abbreviation

(@ across /o'krps/ prep 1. from one side
to the other o Don’t run across the road
without looking to see if there is any traffic
coming. 2. on the other side of o He saw
her across the street. m adv from one side to
the other o The river is only twenty feet
across. o The stream is very narrow — you
can easily jump across.
across-the-board /o kros 0o 'boid/
adj, advhaving the same effect on everyone
or everything

acrylic /o'krilik/ noun a synthetic sub-
stance used to make many products, in-
cluding fibres m adj made from acrylic

@ act /=kt/ noun 1. something which is
done o He thanked her for the many acts of
friendship she had shown him over the
years. 2. a part of a play or show o Act 2 of
the play takes place in the garden. 3. a
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short performance o The show includes
acts by several young singers. 4. a law
passed by Parliament o an act to ban the
sale of weapons m verb (acts, acting, act-
ed) 1. to take part in a performance such as
a film or play o She’s acted on TV many
times. o He acted the part of Hamlet in the
film. 2. to do something o You will have to
act quickly if you want to stop the fire. o to
act as someone or something to do the
work of someone or something o The thick
curtain acts as a screen to cut out noise
from the street. 3. to behave in a particular
way o She’s been acting very strangely. o
She acted in a very responsible way. 4. to
take effect o How long will the drug take to
act? ¢ to get your act together to organise
yourself properly o If they don’t get their
act together, they’ll miss their train.

acting /'zktig/ noun the profession of an
actor

® action /'zk[on/ noun 1. the fact of do-
ing something o We recommend swift ac-
tion to prevent the problem spreading. o
What action are you going to take to pre-
vent accidents? 2. something that is done o
They’ve shown their commitment by their
actions. 3.a movement o Avoid sudden ac-
tions that could alarm the animals. 4. the
things that happen in a performance such
as a play or film o The action of the play
takes place in a flat in London. 5. a case in
a law court where someone tries to get
money from someone else o an action for
libel or a libel action o to bring an action
for damages against someone < out of ac-
tion not working o The car has been out of
action for a week.

action-packed /'zk[on pxkt/ adj with
a large number of exciting events

action replay /,zk[on 'rizpler/ noun a
section of a sporting event which is shown
again on TV at a slower speed, so that the
action can be examined carefully

® activate /'zktivert/ (activates, acti-
vating, activated) verb to make something
start to work

@ active /'&ktiv/ adj1. involved in an ac-
tivity or activities, especially in an energet-
ic way o He didn’t play an active part in
the attack on the police station. o My
grandmother is still very active at the age
of 88. 2. (of a volcano) exploding or likely
to explode o Scientists think the volcano is
no longer active. m noun the form of a verb
which shows that the subject is doing
something (NOTE: If you say ‘the car hit him’

the verb is active, but in ‘he was hit by the
car' it is passive.)

activist /'ektivist/ noun a person who
vigorously supports an organisation that
works for social or political change

® activity /zk'tiviti/ (plural activities)
noun 1. the act or fact of being active o
There is a possibility of volcanic activity. 2.
something that someone does to pass time
pleasantly o Children are offered various
holiday activities — sailing, windsurfing
and water-skiing.

actor /'&kto/ noun a person who acts in
the theatre, in films or on TV

actress /'zktros/ noun a woman who
acts in the theatre, in films or on TV (NOTE:
Many women prefer to call themselves ac-
tors rather than actresses.)

® actual /'zktfudl/ adj real o It looks
quite small but the actual height is 5 me-
tres. o Her actual words were much strong-
er.

® actually /'&ktfusli/ adv really o Ir
looks quite small, but actually it is over 5
metres high. o He said he was ill, but actu-
ally he wanted to go to the football match.
acupuncture /'zkjupapktfo/ noun a
treatment in which needles are stuck
through the skin in order to reduce pain or
other aspects of an illness

acute /o'kjuzt/ adj1. (of serious illness or
pain) which starts suddenly and lasts for a
short time o a child with acute bronchitis o
The pain was very acute. Compare chronic
2. able to notice something easily o Dogs
have an acute sense of smell.

acute accent /o kju:t '®ksont/ noun a
mark sloping forwards over a vowel, indi-
cating a change of sound

® ad /zd/ noun an advertisement
(informal) o If you want to sell your car
quickly, put an ad in the paper.

AD /,er 'diz/ used before or after a date to
show that it is after the birth of Jesus Christ
o Claudius invaded Britain in 43 AD. Full
form Anno Domini. Compare BC (NOTE:
Latin for ‘in the year of our Lord’. Sometimes
PE (Present Era) or CE (Common Era) is
used to avoid referring to Jesus Christ.)
adage /'edid3/ noun a traditional state-
ment about an aspect of everyday life o Ac-
cording to the old adage, ‘time is a great
healer’.

Adam’s apple /,&2domz 'a&p(s)l/ noun a
piece of cartilage that makes a lump in the
front of the throat, which can sometimes be
seen in men
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® adapt /o'dept/ (adapts, adapting,
adapted) verb 1. to change something to be
suitable for a new situation [~for] o She
adapted the story for TV. o The car has
been adapted for disabled drivers. 2. to
change your behaviour to fit into a new sit-
uation [~to] o We’ll all have to learn to
adapt to the new system.
adaptable /o'deptob(o)l/ adj able to
change or be changed easily to deal with
new situations or uses
® adaptation /,&edzp'teif(o)n/, adap-
tion noun 1. a change which fits new situa-
tions or uses 2. something such as a film or
play which has been developed from an-
other
® add /xd/ (adds, adding, added) verb 1.
to make a total of numbers o If you add all
these numbers together it should make fifty.
(NOTE: Adding is usually shown by the sign
+:10 + 4 = 14.) 2. to join one thing to an-
other [~to] o Interest is added to the ac-
count monthly. o Put a teabag into the pot
and add boiling water. o By building the
annexe, they have added thirty rooms to the
hotel. 3. to say or to write something more
o I have nothing to add to what I put in my
letter. o She added that we still owed her
some money for work she did last month.
add up phrasal verb to make a total o the
figures do not add up the total is not
correct ¢ not add up (of information) to be
confusing or difficult to accept as true o
The story she told the police simply did
not add up.
add up to phrasal verb to make a total of
something
added /'&did/ adj included as well as
what there is already
addict/'edikt/ noun a person who cannot
stop doing something
addicted /o'diktid/ adj unable to stop
doing something
addiction /o'dik[(9)n/ noun the fact or
state of being unable to stop doing some-
thing
addictive /o'diktiv/ adj which people
can become addicted to
® addition /o'dif(o)n/ noun 1. someone
or something added to something else [~to]
o the latest addition to the family o He
showed us the recent additions to his col-
lection of paintings. 2. the act of adding
figures to make a total o You don’t need a
calculator to do a simple addition. ¢ in ad-
dition as well ¢ in addition to as well as o
There are twelve registered letters to be
sent in addition to this parcel.

@ additional /o'dif(9)nal/ adj included
as well as what there is already
additive /'editiv/ noun a substance
which is added to something, especially to
food to preserve it or to alter the taste or
colour
® address /o'dres/ noun 1. a set of de-
tails of the number of a house, the name of
a street and the town where someone lives
or works o What is the doctor’s address? o
Our address is: 1 Cambridge Road, Ted-
dington, Middlesex. 2. the set of letters,
symbols and numbers that identify some-
one’s email account m verb (addresses, ad-
dressing, addressed) 1. to write details
such as someone’s name, street and town
on a letter or parcel o That letter is ad-
dressed to me —don’t open it! 2. to speak or
write to someone o Please address your
questions to the information office. o
Teachers are not normally addressed as
‘Sir” here. 3. to make a formal speech to a
group o The chairman addressed the meet-
ing.
address book /o'dres buk/ noun a
notebook or computer file in which you
can record people’s names, home address-
es, telephone numbers and email addresses
® adequate /'edikwot/ adj 1. enough
for a purpose o We don’t have adequate
supplies for the whole journey. o His sala-
ry alone is barely adequate to support his
family. 2. only just satisfactory
adhere /od'h1o/ (adheres, adhering, ad-
hered) verb to attach physically to some-
thing (formal)

adhere to verb to keep to a rule, agree-

ment or promise
adhesive /od'hiis1v/ adj able to stick to
things m noun a substance which sticks
things together
ad hoc /,&d 'hok/ adj arranged for a spe-
cific case o an ad hoc decision o We order
the books on an ad hoc basis. m adv as nec-
essary, without planning in advance o I did
it ad hoc.
adj, adj. abbr adjective
adjacent /o'dzers(o)nt/ adj very close to
or almost touching something [~to] o My
office is in an adjacent building. o Our
house is adjacent to the park.
adjectival / &d3zik'tarv(o)l/ adjused like
an adjective
® adjective /'&dziktiv/ noun a word
which describes a noun o In the phrase ‘a
big black cloud’, ‘big’ and ‘black’ are both
adjectives.
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adjoin /o'd3om/ (adjoins, adjoining, ad-
joined) verb to be close to or touching
something

adjourn /5'd33:n/ (adjourns, adjourn-
ing, adjourned) verb to stop something
such as a meeting or court proceedings in
order to continue at a later time or date
(NOTE: + adjournment n)

adjudicate /o'd3u:dikert/ (adjudicates,
adjudicating, adjudicated) verb 1. to give
an official decision in a legal matter or a
disagreement 2. to act as a judge in a com-
petition (NOTE: + adjudicator n)

® adjust /o'dzast/ (adjusts, adjusting,
adjusted) verb to make a slight change to
something o I need to adjust this belt a bit.
o to adjust to something to become used
to something o How are you adjusting to
being a parent?

adjustable /5'dzastob(e)l/ adj which
can be adjusted

® adjustment /o'dzastmont/ noun a
slight change to make something work
well

ad-lib /,&d 'lib/ (ad-libs, ad-libbing, ad-
libbed) verb to speak without a prepared
set of words

admin /'edmin/ noun 1. the work of ad-
ministration 2. staff dealing with adminis-
tration (NOTE: singular or plural verb)
administer /od'ministo/ (administers,
administering, administered) verb 1. to
manage or organise something 2. to give
someone a drug or medical treatment
(formal)

@ administration /od, min1'strerf(o)n/
noun 1. the act of organising something
such as a company or office o Hospital ad-
ministration must be improved. o Who’s in
charge of administration here? 2. a partic-
ular government o the Bush Administration
® administrative /od'ministrotiv/ adj
referring to administration

® administrator /od'ministreita/ noun
a person who runs an organisation
admirable /'&edm(o)rob(o)l/ adj which
must be approved of and praised

admiral /'eedm(o)ral/ noun a high-rank-
ing officer in a country’s navy
admiration /zdmo'rerf(o)n/ noun re-
spect for someone or something

® admire /od'maro/ (admires, admiring,
admired) verb to consider someone or
something with approval o He was ad-
mired for his skill as a violinist. o We ad-
mired the view from the balcony.

admirer /od'marora/ noun a person who
loves someone or is attracted by someone
admiring /od'maroriy/ adj showing that
you admire someone or something

® admission /od'mif(a)n/ noun 1. the
act or fact of being allowed to go into a
place o Admission to the exhibition is free
on Sundays. o My friend was refused ad-
mission to the restaurant because he was
not wearing a tie. 2. a statement saying that
something bad is true o Her admission that
she had taken the money led to her arrest.
& ho admission no one can enter
admission fee /od'mif(o)n fix/ noun an
amount of money paid to go into a place
such as a museum

® admit /od'mit/ (admits, admitting, ad-
mitted) verb to allow someone to go into a
place o Children are admitted free, but
adults have to pay. o This ticket admits
three people. o to admit (to) doing some-
thing to say that you have done something
wrong o They admitted stealing the car.
admittance /od'mit(a)ns/ noun permis-
sion for someone to go into a place (formal)
admittedly /od'mitidli/ adv admitting
that something is true

adolescence /,&ds'les(o)ns/ noun a pe-
riod between childhood and adulthood, be-
tween the ages of 12 and 18

adolescent /&do'les(o)nt/ noun a
young person between the ages of 12 and
18

@ adopt /o'dopt/ (adopts, adopting,
adopted) verb 1. to take someone legally as
a son or daughter o They have adopted a
little boy. 2. to decide to start using some-
thing o We need to adopt a more flexible
approach.

adopted /o'doptid/ adj taken legally as
someone’s son or daughter

® adoption /o'dop[on/ noun 1. the legal
taking of someone as a son or daughter 2.
the process of starting to do or have some-
thing [~of] o the adoption of a new compa-
ny name and logo

adoptive /o'dopt1v/ adjhaving adopted a
child as a son or daughter o my adoptive
parents

adorable /o'do:rob(o)l/ adj attractive and
appealing

adoration / &ds're1f(a)n/ noun admira-
tion or love

adore /o'do:/ (adores, adoring, adored)
verb to like someone or something very
much



adoring

adoring /o'doirig/ adj who or which
adores

adorn /o'doin/ (adorns, adorning,
adorned) verb to decorate something with
ornaments (formal)

adrenalin /o'drenalin/ noun a hormone
that speeds up the heartbeat and raises the
blood pressure when a person or animal is
experiencing surprise, shock, fear or ex-
citement

adrift /o'drift/ adv floating on the water
but not being guided by anyone

ADSL /1 di: es 'el/ abbr asymmetrical
digital subscriber line

adulation / &dju'lerf(o)n/ noun exces-
sive praise

@ adult /'=dalt/ noun a fully-grown per-
son m adj1. fully grown o an adult tiger 2.
relating to a mature person or people o
adult fiction

adultery /o'dalt(o)ri/ noun sexual inter-
course with someone who is not your hus-
band or wife

adulthood /'@dalthud/ noun the period
when someone is an adult

adv, adv. abbr 1. adverb 2. adverbial

@ advance /od'va:ns/ verb (advances,
advancing, advanced) to move forward o
The police slowly advanced across the
square. m noun 1. a movement forwards o
The police have made some advances in
their fight against crime. o The team made
an advance into their opponents’ half. 2.
money paid as a loan or as a part of a pay-
ment to be made later m adj done before
something happens o She made an ad-
vance payment of £3000. < in advance ear-
lier than the time something happens o You
must phone in advance to make an ap-
pointment. o They asked us to pay £200 in
advance.

® advanced /od'va:nst/ adj studied at a
higher level o He’s studying advanced
mathematics. o She’s studying for an ad-
vanced degree.

advances /od'va:nsiz/ plural noun at-
tempts to be friendly with someone

® advantage /od'va:ntid3/ noun some-
thing which will help you to be successful
o Being able to drive a car is an advantage.
o Knowledge of two foreign languages is
an advantage in this job. o She has several
advantages over the other job candidates.
¢ to take advantage of something to prof-
it from something o They took advantage
of the cheap fares on offer. < to take ad-
vantage of someone to get something un-
fairly from someone ¢ to (good or best)

advantage in a way that helps someone or
something appear especially good o She
used her knowledge of Italian to good ad-
vantage.

advantageous /@dvon'terdzos/ adj
likely to help or make something success-
ful

advent /'zdvent/ noun the introduction
or appearance of something new
adventure /od'vent [o/ noun a new, ex-
citing and dangerous experience o I must
tell you about our adventures in the desert.
adventurous /od'vent[(o)ros/ adj 1.
happy to do something risky 2. exciting
and full of adventure

@ adverb /'&dv3:b/ noun a word which
applies to a verb, an adjective, another ad-
verb or a whole sentence o In the sentence
‘He walked slowly, because the snow was
very thick. both ‘slowly’ and ‘very’ are ad-
verbs.

adverbial /ed'va:biol/ adj used like an
adverb

adversary /'edvos(o)ri/ (plural adver-
saries) noun the person you are fighting or
opposed to

adverse /'&dvs:s/ adj (of conditions) un-
pleasant and unwanted o an adverse reac-
tion o adverse effects

adversity /od'va:siti/ noun difficult
times, when you have to face all sorts of
problems

® advert /'&edva:t/ noun same as adver-
tisement

advertise /'edvotaiz/ (advertises, ad-
vertising, advertised) verb to make sure
that people know that something is for sale,
or that something is going to happen [~for]
o Did you see that the restaurant is adver-
tising cheap meals on Sundays? o The
company is advertising for secretaries. o I
saw this watch advertised in the paper.

® advertisement /od'vaitismont/
noun an announcement which tries to make
sure that people know that something is for
sale, or that something is going to happen
® advertising /'&dvotaizig/ noun the
act of making sure that people know that
something is for sale, or that something is
going to happen o The company has in-
creased the amount of money it spends on
advertising. o They spent millions on the
advertising campaign.

@ advice /od'vais/ noun an opinion that
someone gives you about what you should
do o He went to the bank manager for ad-
vice on how to pay his debts. o They would
not listen to the doctor’s advice. o My
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grandfather gave me a very useful piece of
advice. o His mother’s advice was to stay
in bed. (NOTE: no plural: use some advice or,
for one item, a piece of advice)
advisable /od'vaizob(d)l/ adj which is
recommended

® advise /od'vaiz/ (advises, advising,
advised) verb 1. to suggest to someone
what they should do o He advised her to
save some of the money. 2. to suggest that
something should not be done [~against] o
He advised against buying the house. 3. to
tell someone officially that something has
happened [~that] (formal) o They advised us
that the sale of the house had been com-
pleted.

® adviser /od'vaizo/, advisor noun
someone who helps people to make deci-
sions about what to do

advisory /od'vaiz(o)ri/ adj giving advice
advocacy /'edvokasi/ noun strong sup-
port for a cause or policy

advocate' /'zdvokat/ noun 1. a person
who strongly supports someone or some-
thing 2. a lawyer in a Scottish court
advocate? /'zdvokert/ (advocates, ad-
vocating, advocated) verb to say that
something is a good thing

aerial /'eariol/ noun a piece of equipment
for receiving radio or TV signals
aerobic /ea'roubik/ adj using or needing
oxygen

aerobics /ea'roubiks/ noun active exer-
cises which aim to increase the amount of
oxygen taken into the body (NOTE: takes a
singular verb)

aerodynamic /eorouvdar'nemik/ adj
referring to the movement of objects
through the air

aerodynamics /eoroudai'nemiks/
noun the science of the movement of ob-
jects through the air (NOTE: takes a singular
verb)

aeronautical /eora'no:tik(e)l/ adj re-
ferring to the flying of aircraft

® aeroplane /'earoplein/ nouna vehicle
which flies in the air, carrying passengers
or goods

aerosol /'earasol/ nountiny particles of a
chemical in the air

aerospace /'earouspels/ noun earth’s
atmosphere and space beyond it
aesthetic /i:s'Oetik/ adj pleasant, from
an artistic point of view (NOTE: The usual
US spelling is esthetic.)

aesthetics /i:s'Oetiks/ noun the science
of and study of beauty, especially in art

(NOTE: takes a singular verb. The usual US
spelling is esthetics.)

affable /'&fob(o)l/ adj pleasant and easy
to talk to

@ affair /a'fea/ noun 1. something which
is relevant to one person or group of people
only o That’s his affair — it’s nothing to do
with me. o It’s an affair for the police. o
His business affairs were very complicat-
ed. 2. a sexual relationship with someone
who is not your husband or wife o He’s
having an affair with his boss’s wife. 3. an
event o The party is just a family affair. 4.
an event or situation that shocks people o
The whole sorry affair was on the front
page of the newspapers for days. m plural
noun affairs situations or activities relating
to public or private life o the state of af-
fairs the general situation

@ affect /o'fekt/ (affects, affecting, af-
fected) verb to have an influence on some-
one or something o The new regulations
have affected our business. o Train servic-
es have been seriously affected by the
strike.

affectation / &fek'terf(a)n/ noun some-
thing which someone says or does in a way
that does not seem natural or sincere
affected /o'fektid/ adj not natural or sin-
cere

affection /o'fek[(o)n/ noun a feeling of
liking someone, especially a friend [~for] o
" o They had no affection for their former
home. o She always spoke of him with great
affection.

affectionate /o'fekfonst/ adj showing
love

affidavit / &fi'dervit/ noun a written
statement which is signed and sworn be-
fore a solicitor

affiliate /o'filiert/ (affiliates, affiliating,
affiliated) verb to connect something or
someone to a larger group

affiliated /o'filiert1d/ adj connected to or
with another as an affiliate

affiliation /5, fili'e1f(o)n/ noun the act or
fact of being affiliated

affinity /o'finiti/ noun the fact of being
similar in character

affirm /o'faim/ (affirms, affirming, af-
firmed) verb to state publicly that some-
thing is true

affirmation /&fo'merf(o)n/ noun a
statement that something is true
affirmative /o'f3:mot1v/ noun a word or
statement meaning ‘yes’
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affix /'afiks/ noun a group of letters add-
ed to the beginning or end of a word to
make a new word

afflict /o'flikt/ (afflicts, afflicting, afflict-
ed) verb to make someone suffer (formal; of
a serious problem or illness)

affliction /o'flikf(o)n/ noun (formal) 1.
an illness affecting someone physically or
mentally 2. something that causes distress
affluence /'efluons/ noun wealth
affluent /'efluont/ adj very rich

@ afford /o'fo:d/ (affords, affording, af-
forded) verb 1. to have enough money to
pay for something [to do something] o How
will you afford such an expensive holiday?
o be unable to afford, can’t afford to be
unable to accept something because it
might cause you a problem o I can’t afford
a delay of more than three weeks. 2. to have
enough time or resources to do something
without it causing a problem o We can af-
ford to wait three weeks but no longer. o
They couldn’t afford to lose any more pub-
lic support. (NOTE: always with can or
could)

affordable /o'fo:dob(o)l/ adj which can
be afforded

affront /o'frant/ noun an action which in-
sults someone

afloat /o'flout/ adv 1. floating, not sink-
ing o She kept afloat by holding on to a
piece of wood. o Our boat was driven onto
the beach by the storm, but we managed to
get it afloat again. 2. (of a company) not in
financial difficulties o I wonder how they
manage to stay afloat when the market is
so difficult.

@ afraid /o'freid/ adj frightened of some-
thing or someone o I am afraid of snakes.
o He is too afraid to climb the ladder. ¢ to
be afraid (that) to be sorry to say o I'm
afraid that all the cakes have been sold. o
You can’t see the boss — I'm afraid he’s ill.
o Have you got a pocket calculator? — No,
I'm afraid not.

@ African /'zfrikon/ adj referring to Af-
rica m noun a person from Africa

African American /afrikon o
'merikon/, Afro-American noun an Amer-
ican whose ancestors came from Africa
African Caribbean /efrikon keert
'biron/ noun someone from the Caribbean
whose ancestors came from Africa

Afro- /&frou/ prefix African, or between
Africa and another country
Afro-Caribbean /afrov keri'biron/
noun same as African Caribbean

@ after /'a:fto/ prep 1. following or next
in order to o If today is Tuesday, the day af-
ter tomorrow is Thursday. o They spoke
one after the other. o What'’s the letter after
Q in the alphabet? 2. later than o We ar-
rived after six o’clock. o We don’t let the
children go out alone after dark. m conjlat-
er than a time o After the snow fell, the mo-
torways were blocked. o Phone me after
you get home. (NOTE: after is used with
many phrasal verbs: to look after, to take
after, etc.) ¢ after all 1. in spite of every-
thing o Everything was all right after all. 2.
the fact is o He should be OK; after all, he
is eighteen now. ¢ after you you go first
after-effects /,a:fto 1'fekt/ plural noun
effects which follow after something o The
after-effects of the bomb lasted for years. o
The operation can have some unpleasant
after-effects.

afterlife /‘a:ftolaif/ noun 1. life believed
to go on after death 2. a stage of life that
follows a period or event

aftermath /'a:ftoma:6/ noun the period
immediately after a bad event when its ef-
fects are seen

@ afternoon /,a:fto'nuin/ noun the time
between midday and the evening o He al-
ways has a little sleep in the afternoon. o
There is an afternoon flight to Paris. o Can
we meet tomorrow afternoon?

afters /'a:ftoz/ noun a sweet course of a
meal (informal)

aftershave /'a:ftoferv/, aftershave lo-
tion noun a lotion for soothing skin after
shaving

aftershock /'a:ftofok/ nouna light earth
tremor felt after a major earthquake
aftertaste /'a:ftoterst/ noun 1. a taste
that continues after something has been
eaten or drunk 2. an unpleasant feeling af-
ter something has happened
afterthought /'a:ftoBo:t/ noun some-
thing which you only think of or do later
@ afterwards /'a:ftowodz/ adv later o
We’ll have lunch first and go shopping af-
terwards.

® again /o'gen/ adv 1. another time o He
had to take his driving test again. o again
and again several times, usually in a firm
or determined way o The police officer
asked the same question again and again.
2. back as you were before o Although I
like going on holiday, I'm always glad to
be home again.

® against /o'genst/ prep 1. 50 as to touch
o He was leaning against the wall. o She
hit her head against the low doorway. 2. in
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opposition to o England is playing against
South Africa tomorrow. o It’s hard cycling
uphill against the wind. o They went
against his advice.

@ age /e1d3/ noun the number of years
which you have lived o She is thirty years
of age. o He looks younger than his age. m
plural noun ages a very long time (informal)
o I've been waiting here for ages. o It took
us ages to get served. & under age younger
than the legal age to do something o under-
age drinkers

® aged' /erd3d/ adj with the age of o a
girl aged nine o She died last year, aged
83.

aged? /'e1dzid/ adj very old o an aged
man

age group /'eid3z gru:p/ noun all the
people of a particular age

ageing /‘e1d3iy/ adj which is becoming
older (NOTE: The US spelling is aging.)
age limit /'erd3 ,limi1t/ noun the young-
est or oldest age at which you are allowed
to do something

(@ agency /‘erdzonsi/ (plural agencies)
noun an office which represents another
firm o an advertising agency

® agenda /o'dzendo/ noun 1. a list of
points for discussion o what’s on the
agenda? what are we going to discuss? 2.
a set of things that someone plans to do o
top of your agenda what someone wants
most o A holiday is top of my agenda at
present.

® agent/'erdzont/ noun1. a person who
works for or represents someone else o
Our head office is in London but we have
an agent in Paris. 2. a person or thing that
causes something o an agent of change
age of consent /eid3 ov kon'sent/
noun the age at which someone can legally
agree to have sex

age-old /'e1d3 ould/ adj, adv which has
existed for a long time

aggravate /'zgroveit/ (aggravates, ag-
gravating, aggravated) verb 1. to make
something worse 2. to annoy someone
aggravating /'zgrovertig/ adj who or
which annoys someone (informal)

® aggression /o'gre[(9)n/ noun a feel-
ing of anger against someone that is ex-
pressed, especially in physical force o an
act of aggression an attack on someone
(® aggressive /o'gresiv/ adjready to at-
tack someone

aggressively /o'gresivli/ adv as if
wanting to attack someone

aggressor /o'gresa/ noun a person or
country that attacks another

aggrieved /o'gritvd/ adj annoyed be-
cause you have been badly treated

aggro /'‘agrou/ noun violent quarrelling
or disagreement

aghast /o'ga:st/ adj filled with horror
and amazement

agile /'zdza1l/ adj that can move easily
agitate /'zdzitert/ (agitates, agitating,
agitated) verb to stir up public opinion for
or against something (NOTE: + agitator n)
agitated /'ed3zitertid/ adj very nervous,
worried or upset and often not able to keep
still

AGM /e1 d3i: 'em/ abbr annual general
meeting

agnostic /eg'nostik/ nouna person who
believes that no one can know if God ex-
ists. Compare atheist

@ ago /2'gou/ advin the past o He phoned
a few minutes ago. o This all happened a
long time ago. (NOTE: ago always follows a
word referring to time)

agonise /'zgonaiz/ (agonises, agonis-
ing, agonised), agonize verb to spend a lot
of time worrying about something
agonising /'&gonaiziy/, agonizing adj
1. (of pain) very strong and painful 2. very
unhappy and difficult

(® agony /'&goni/ noun extreme pain
agony aunt /'egoni a:nt/ noun a person
who writes an agony column

agony column /'zgoni kolom/ noun a
newspaper column giving advice on per-
sonal problems

@ agree /o'grii/ (agrees, agreeing,
agreed) verb 1. to say yes or give permis-
sion o After some discussion he agreed to
our plan. (NOTE: You agree to oron a plan.)
2. to say or show that you have the same
opinion as someone else o Most of the
group agreed with her suggestion.
agreeable /o'gri:ob(a)l/ adj pleasant
agreed /o'grird/ adj which has been ac-
cepted

@ agreement /o'gritmont/ noun 1. the
act or fact of thinking the same o fo reach
an agreement or to come to an agreement
on salaries o Agreement between the two
sides is still a long way off. o they are in
agreement with our plan they agree with
our plan o We discussed the plan with them
and they are in agreement. 2. a contract o
to draw up or to draft an agreement o We
signed an agreement with an Italian com-
pany.
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@ agriculture /'egrikalt[o/ noun the
practice of growing crops or raising ani-
mals on farms

® ah /a:/, aah interj showing surprise m
noun an act of saying ‘ah!” o The audience
let out ‘oohs’ and ‘ahs’ as they watched the
lion tamers.

aha /a:'ha:/ interj showing that something
has been discovered, especially expressing
satisfaction or excitement

® ahead /o'hed/ adv 1. in front o Qur
team was losing, but now we are ahead
again. o Run on ahead and find some seats
for us. o You need to go straight ahead, and
then turn left. 2. in future o My diary is
filled with appointments for six weeks
ahead. 3. before o We try to fill the vacan-
cies at least three weeks ahead. < ahead of
/o'hed 'pv/ 1. in front of 0 Ahead of us was
a steep hill. o They ran on ahead of the oth-
ers. 2.1n a future time o You have a mass of
work ahead of you. 3. before (informal) o
They drafted in extra police ahead of the
international match.

@® aid /e1d/ noun 1. help, especially mon-
ey, food or other gifts given to people liv-
ing in difficult conditions o aid fo the
earthquake zone o an aid worker (NOTE:
This meaning of aid has no plural.) 2. some-
thing which helps you to do something o
kitchen aids m verb (aids, aiding, aided) 1.
to help something to happen 2. to help
someone ¢ in aid of in order to help o We
give money in aid of the Red Cross. o They
are collecting money in aid of refugees.
aide /erd/ noun a person employed to as-
sist someone important [~to] o The politi-
cian came to the meeting with two of his
aides.a former aide to the president

AIDS /e1dz/ noun a viral infection which
breaks down the body’s immune system o
a clinic for people with AIDS Full form ac-
quired immunodeficiency syndrome
ailing /'e1liy/ adj1. sick 2. in financial dif-
ficulties

ailment /'‘eilmont/ noun an illness,
though not generally a very serious one

(@ aim /eim/ noun what you are trying to
do o His aim is to do well at school and
then go to university. o One of our aims is
to increase the speed of service. m verb
(aims, aiming, aimed) 1. to plan to do
something o We aim to go on holiday in
June. 2. to point a gun at someone or some-
thing o He was aiming or aiming a gun at
the policeman. o He was not aiming at the
target.

aimless /'eimlos/ adj without any partic-
ular plan (NOTE: + aimlessly adv)

ain’t /emnt/ short for is not, has not, have
not (informal) o It ain’t fair. o He ain’t fin-
ished yet.

@ air /ea/ noun 1. a mixture of gases
which cannot be seen, but which is all
around us and which every animal breathes
o His breath was like steam in the cold air.
2. the air the space around things and
above the ground o He threw the ball up
into the air. (NOTE: These meanings of air
have no plural.) 3. an appearance or feeling
o There was an air of gloom over the meet-
ing. m adj referring to a method of travel-
ling or sending goods using aircraft o new
air routes m verb (airs, airing, aired) to
make a room or clothes fresh by giving
them more air o Let’s open the windows to
air the room. ¢ by air in an aircraft o I don’t
enjoy travelling by air. o It’s quicker to
send the letter by air.

air bag /'eo bag/ noun a bag in a car
which inflates if there is an accident and
protects the driver or passenger
airborne /'eobo:n/ adj1. carried in the air
2. carried by an aircraft
air-conditioned /'es kon,dif(o)nd/ adj
having the temperature controlled by an
air-conditioner

air-conditioner /'eo  kon dif(o)no/
noun a device which filters and cools the
air in a room

air-conditioning /'eo kon,dif(e)niy/
noun a system of controlling the tempera-
ture in a place such as a room or office or a
train

@ aircraft /'eokra:ft/ (plural same) noun
a vehicle which flies in the air o The pas-
sengers got into or boarded the aircraft. o
The airline has a fleet of ten aircraft.
aircraft carrier /'eokra:ft keerio/ noun
a large ship in a navy, which has a large flat
deck where aircraft can land and take off
airfare /'eofea/ noun the amount of mon-
ey a passenger has to pay to travel on an
aircraft

airfield /'eofi:ld/ noun a small, usually
military, airport

air force /'ed ,fois/ noun a country’s mil-
itary air organisation

air hostess /'eo ,houstoas/ noun a wom-
an flight attendant (dated)

airing cupboard /'eorig ,kabod/ noun
a warm cupboard where clothes can be
aired

airless /'ealos/ adj without any air
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airlift /'ealift/ noun an emergency trans-
porting of something by air (NOTE: + airlift
v)

@® airline /'eslain/ noun a company
which takes people or goods to places in
aircraft o The airline has been voted the
most popular with business travellers. o
He’s an airline pilot.

airliner /'eslaina/ noun a large aircraft
that carries passengers

® airmail /'eomeil/ noun a way of send-
ing letters or parcels by air m verb (air-
mails, airmailing, airmailed) to send let-
ters or parcels by air o We airmailed the
documents to New York.

airplane /'eoplein/ noun US an aircraft
@ airport /'eopo:t/ noun a place where
aircraft land and take off o You can take the
underground to the airport. o We are due to
arrive at Heathrow Airport at midday.
airspace /'easpers/ noun the air above a
country

airtight /'eatait/ adj which does not al-
low air to get in or out

air time /'eo taim/ noun the amount of
time that is given to a programme or sub-
ject in radio or TV broadcasting

air traffic controller /eo trefik kon
'troula/ noun a person on land who gives
instructions for the movements of aircraft
as they land or take off

airwaves /'eawervz/ plural noun the way
in which radio signals move through the air
airy /'eori/ adj full of fresh air
airy-fairy /,eari 'feari/ adjnot possible to
put into practice (informal)

aisle /a1l/ noun a space for walking in be-
tween seats in something such as a plane,
theatre or church, or between shelf units in
a shop

ajar /o'dza:/ adj slightly open

aka /,e1 kei 'er/ abbr also known as

a la carte /,& l& 'ka:t/ adv, adj made of
several dishes ordered separately from a
menu

@ alarm /o'la:m/ noun 1. a loud warning
sound o An alarm will sound if someone
touches the wire. o to raise the alarm to
warn everyone of danger 2. same as alarm
clock m verb (alarms, alarming, alarmed)
to frighten someone o I don’t want to
alarm you, but there’s a police car parked
outside your house.

® alarm clock /o'laxm klok/ noun a
clock which rings a bell to wake you up
alarmed /o'laimd/ adj worried and
frightened

alarming /o'la:miy/ adj frightening
alarmist /o'laimist/ adj which makes
people feel frightened or worried when
they do not need to o an alarmist report
alas /o'lees/ interj showing sadness o He
died in the war, alas. o Alas, there is no
time left to continue the discussion.

@® albeit /o:1'bi:it/ conj although

@ album /'zlbam/ noun1. a large book 2.
a collection of songs on a CD, cassette or
record

@® alcohol /'zlkohpl/ noun a substance in
drinks such as beer or wine that can make
people drunk o They will not serve alcohol
to anyone under the age of 18.

alcoholic /,zlko'holik/ adjrelating to al-
cohol

alcoholism /'zlkohpliz(o)m/ noun the
condition of depending on drinking alco-
hol regularly

alcove /'zlkouv/ noun a part of the wall
of a room which is set back

@ ale /e1l/ noun a type of British beer, es-
pecially bitter beer, but not lager

alert /o'l3:t/ adj watching or listening
carefully, ready to notice something

@ A Level /'e1 lev(a)l/ noun an examina-
tion taken by pupils aged 17 or 18 o If you
pass your A Levels, you can go on to higher
education. Full form advanced level
algae /'=ld3i:/ plural noun very small or-
ganisms living in water or in wet condi-
tions which have no stems or roots or
leaves

algebra /'z1d31bra/ noun a type of math-
ematics where letters are used to represent
quantities

alias /'e1lias/ noun a different name that is
not the person’s own

alibi /'elibal/ (plural alibis) noun a claim
that a person charged with a crime was
somewhere else when the crime was com-
mitted

alien /'eilion/ noun a person who is from
a foreign country

alienate /'eilionert/ (alienates, alienat-
ing, alienated) verb 1. to make someone
feel unfriendly 2. to make someone not
want to support you

alienated /'eilionertid/ adj not feeling
included or welcome, especially in society
at large

alight /o'lart/ (alights, alighting, alight-
ed) verb to get off a vehicle (formal)

align /o'lamn/ (aligns, aligning, aligned)
verb to arrange in line with



alike

alike /o'laik/ adj very similar m adv in a
similar way o My sister and I just don’t
think alike. o The change will affect rich
and poor alike.

@ alive /o'larv/ adj1. living o He was still
alive when he was rescued from the burn-
ing building. o When my grandfather was
alive, there were no supermarkets. (NOTE:
not used in front of a noun: the fish is alive
but a live fish.) 2. lively o The holiday vil-
lage really comes alive at night. < to come
alive to become busy and active

alkali /'zelkalal/ noun a substance that can
make an acid into a salt

alkaline /'zlkslain/ adj containing more
alkali than acid

®all /5:1/ adj, pron everything or everyone
o They all or All of them like coffee. o All
trains stop at Clapham Junction. o Did you
pick all (of) the tomatoes? o Where are all
the children? m adv completely o The
ground was all white after the snow had
fallen. o I forgot all about her birthday. <
all along right from the beginning < all at
once /'o:l ot 'wons/ suddenly « all in 1.
tired out 2. including everything ¢ all of a
sudden /'5:1 pv 9 'sad(e)n/ suddenly ¢ all
over 1. everywhere over something 2. fin-
ished ¢ all right /o:1 'rart/ well o She was
ill yesterday but she’s all right now. ¢ all
the same in spite of this o I'm not really
keen on horror films, but I'll go with you all
the same. ¢ all by yourself all alone o You
can’t do it all by yourself. o I'm all by my-
self this evening — my girlfriend’s gone out.
Allah /'&lo/ noun the Muslim name for
God

allay /o'lev (allays, allaying, allayed)
verb to calm something

allegation / zls'ge1f(a)n/ noun the sug-
gestion that someone may have done
something wrong

allege /o'leds/ (alleges, alleging, al-
leged) verb to suggest that someone may
have done something wrong

alleged /o'led3d/ adj suggested as a fact
but not proved

allegiance /o'li:d3(o)ns/ noun the fact of
being loyal

allegory /'zlog(o)ri/ noun a painting or
story where the characters represent ideas
or are symbols of something else
allergen /'zlod3zon/ noun a substance
which produces an allergic reaction
allergic /0'13:d31k/ adj suffering from or
referring to an allergy o to be allergic to
something to react badly to a substance o
Many people are allergic to grass pollen. o

She is allergic to cats. o to be allergic to
someone or something to dislike some-
thing or someone very much (informal) o
He is allergic to jazz. o She is allergic to
men with beards.

allergy /'®lod3i/ (plural allergies) noun a
bad reaction to a substance which makes
you sneeze, or makes your skin itch, e.g. o
She has an allergy to household dust. o The
baby has a wheat allergy.

alleviate /o'lizviert/ (alleviates, alleviat-
ing, alleviated) verb to make something
less painful

@ alley /'&li/ noun a narrow little street
® alliance /o'latons/ noun a formal
agreement between two or more groups or
countries

@ allied /'¢laid/ adj joined in an alliance
alligator /'elige1ta/ noun a large reptile
like a crocodile, found in the southern parts
of the United States

all-important /o:1 im'po:tont/ adj very
important or necessary

all-inclusive /o:1 in'klu:siv/ adj that in-
cludes everything

all-in rate /,0:1 in 'rert/, all-in price /,0:1
In 'prais/ noun a price which covers every-
thing

all-night /'5:1 nait/ adj lasting, open or
available throughout the night, or through-
out a specific night

@ allocate /'®lokert/ (allocates, allocat-
ing, allocated) verb to give something out
to various people

allot /o'lot/ (allots, allotting, allotted)
verb to give something to someone as a
share of something

allotment /o'lotmont/ noun 1. the proc-
ess of giving out money or other items to
different people, groups or activities 2. a
piece of land which belongs to a local
council and which can be rented for grow-
ing vegetables

all-out /,0:1 'avt/ adj total, involving a lot
of work

® allow /o'lau/ (allows, allowing, al-
lowed) verb to let someone do something o
She allowed me to borrow her book. o
Smoking is not allowed in the restaurant. o
You are allowed to take two pieces of hand
luggage onto the plane.

allowance /a'lavons/ noun 1. an amount
of money paid to someone regularly o a
weekly allowance 2. an amount of money
which you are allowed to earn without pay-
ing tax on it ¢ to make allowances for to
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take something into account o You must
make allowances for his age.

alloy /'2l1o1/ noun a mixture of metals
all-purpose /o:l 'p3ipos/ adj which can
be used in many different situations
all-round /'o:1 raund/ adj able to do
many things well, or useful in a number of
different ways, not specialised m adv 1.
considering everything 2. for, from or in-
volving everyone

all-rounder /5:1 ‘'ravnds/ noun a person
who is good at anything

all-time /'o:ltaim/ adj biggest, best,
worst, etc., ever (informal)

allude /5'lu:d/ (alludes, alluding, allud-
ed) verb to refer to something in an indirect
way [~to] o He alluded to the issue in his
speech, without giving any details.

allure /o'1v9, 9'1jud/ noun a mysteriously
attractive quality

alluring /o'lvoriy, o'ljuariy/ adj very at-
tractive

allusion /o'lu:3(o)n/ noun an indirect ref-
erence to something

® ally' /'zlay/ (plural allies) noun a coun-
try which works together with another, es-
pecially in a war

ally? /a'lay/ (allies, allying, allied) verb o
to ally yourself with or to someone to join
forces with someone o The unions have al-
lied themselves with the opposition.
almighty /o:1'marti/ adj very powerful,
very loud

almond /'a:mand/ noun a type of nut

® almost /'o:lmaust/ adv nearly o Lon-
don is almost as far from here as Paris. o
She’s almost as tall as I am. o She’ll eat al-
most anything. o Hurry up, it’s almost time
for the train to leave.

® alone /o'loun/ adj 1. with no one else o
She lives alone with her cats. o He was all
alone in the shop. 2. only o She alone knew
the importance of the message. m adv with-
out other people o We don’t let the children
go out alone after dark. o I don’t like trav-
elling alone. ¢ leave alone 1. not to disturb
someone o Leave your sister alone, she’s
trying to read. 2. to stop touching or play-
ing with something o Leave the cat alone,
it doesn’t like being stroked. o Leave those
keys alone, the noise is annoying me. ¢ to
go it alone to do something, especially a
business activity, without help from any-
one

@ along /o'y prep 1. by the side of o
He has planted fruit trees along both sides
of the garden path. o The river runs along

one side of the castle. 2. in a straight for-
ward direction o She ran along the pave-
ment. o Walk along the street until you
come to the post office. o I was just driving
along when I caught sight of my brother. 3.
to a place o John came along after about
five minutes. o Is it OK if I bring a friend
along?

@® alongside /o'lpgsaid/ prep at the side
of o The ship was tied up alongside the
quay. m adv so as to be beside or level with
something o We had stopped at a red light
when a police car pulled up alongside.
aloof /o'lu:f/ adj quiet, private and un-
friendly to other people

aloud /o'laud/ adv in a voice which can
be easily heard

alpha /'2lfo/ noun the first letter of the
Greek alphabet, or a mark showing the best
results. Symbol &#945;

alphabet /'zlfobet/ noun a series of let-
ters in a specific order, e.g. A, B, C, etc. o
G comes before H in the alphabet. o If
you're going to Greece on holiday, you
ought to learn the Greek alphabet.
alphabetical /,&lfo'betik(o)l/ adj relat-
ing to the alphabet o in alphabetical order
in order of the first letter of each word o
The words in the dictionary are in alpha-
betical order. o Sort out the address cards
into alphabetical order of the people’s
names.

alphabetise /'zifobetaiz/ (alphabetis-
es, alphabetising, alphabetised), alpha-
betize verb to put words into alphabetical
order, especially automatically

@ already /o:l'redi/ adv before now or
before the time mentioned o I've already
done my shopping. o It was already past
ten o’clock when he arrived.
alright/'s:l'rart/ adj, adv another spelling
of all right

Alsatian /&l'se1f(o)n/ noun a type of
large dog, often used as a guard dog

@ also /'o:lsou/ adv in addition to some-
thing or someone else that has been men-
tioned o He’s a keen cyclist and his sister
also likes to cycle when she can. o She
sings well and can also play the violin.
(NOTE: also is usually placed before the
main verb or after a modal or auxiliary verb.)
altar /'o:1to/ noun a table for important
objects in religious ceremonies, especially
in a church

@ alter /'o1lto/ (alters, altering, altered)
verb to become different, or make some-
thing different, especially in small ways or
in parts only o They wanted to alter the



alteration

terms of the contract after they had signed
it. o The shape of his face had altered
slightly. (NOTE: Do not confuse with altar.)
@ alteration /,o:1to'rerf(o)n/ noun 1. the
act of becoming different or of making
something different 2. something that has
been, or needs, changing o She made some
alterations in the design.

alternate’ /o:l't3mnot/ adj every other
one o We see each other on alternate Sun-
days.

alternate? /'s:ltonert/ (alternates, alter-
nating, alternated) verb to keep changing
from one particular position or state to an-
other

@ alternative /o:1'tainotiv/ adj 1. in
place of something else o Do you have an
alternative solution? o If the plane is full,
we will put you on an alternative flight. 2.
following a different way from usual m
noun something which you do instead of
something else o Now that she’s ill, do we
have any alternative to calling the holiday
off?

alternatively /o:1't3mnoativli/ advused to
offer a different possibility o You could go
tonight. Alternatively, we could both go to-
MOFTOW.

alternative medicine /ol tanoativ
'med(9)sin/ noun the treating of diseases
by means such as herbal medicines which
are not usually used by doctors

@ although /5:1'00u/ conj in spite of the
fact that o Although it was freezing, she
didn’t put a coat on. o I've never been into
that shop although I’ve often walked past
it.

® altitude /'eltitju:d/ noun the height
above sea level

® altogether /5:1to'geda/ adv taking
everything together o The food was £10
and the drinks £5, so that makes £15 alto-
gether. o The staff of the three shops come
to 200 altogether.

altruistic /ltru'tstik/ adj not selfish
aluminium / &lo'miniom/ noun a silver-
coloured metal which is extremely light
(NOTE: The US spelling is aluminum.)

@ always /'a:lwerz/ adv 1. every time o
She is always late for work. o Why does it
always rain when we want to go for a
walk? 2. all the time o It’s always hot in
tropical countries. 3. frequently, especially
when someone finds it annoying o She’s
always asking me to lend her money.
Alzheimer’s disease /'®ltshaimoz d1
\Zi1z/ noun a disease of the brain that leads
to memory loss that gets worse and worse

@ am /om, &m/ st person present singu-
lar of be

@® a.m. /e1 'em/ adv before midday o /
have to catch the 7 a.m. train to work every
day. o Telephone calls made before 6 a.m.
are charged at the cheap rate. (NOTE: a.m.
is usually used to show the exact hour and
the word o’clock is left out. The US spelling
is A.M.)

amalgamate /o'melgomert/ (amalga-
mates, amalgamating, amalgamated)
verb to combine things together [~with] o
Our college amalgamated with King’s Col-
lege a few years ago. (NOTE: + amalgama-
tion n)

amass /o'mes/ (amasses, amassing,
amassed) verb to collect a lot of money,
information or things

amateur /'®moto, '&mot [ud/ noun 1. a
person who is not paid to play his or her
sport 2. a person who does something be-
cause he or she likes doing it
amateurish /'®motorif/ adj not done
well or in a professional way

amaze /o'meiz/ (amazes, amazing,
amazed) verb to surprise someone very
much

amazed /o'meizd/ adjvery surprised
amazement /o'meizmont/ noun great
surprise o To his amazement he won first
prize.

@ amazing /o'meiziy/ adj 1. very sur-
prising o It was amazing that she never
suspected anything. 2. extremely interest-
ing and unusual o It was an amazing expe-
rience, sailing so far from land at night.
ambassador /zm'basoda/ noun a per-
son who is regarded as a representative or
a symbol of something

amber /'2mbo/ noun a yellow to dark
brown substance which can be used for
making jewellery

ambidextrous /@mbi'dekstros/ adj
able to use either the right or left hand
equally well

ambience /'embions/ noun the charac-
ter and general feeling of a place
ambiguity /,&mbri'gju:iti/ noun the fact
of having two meanings

ambiguous /em'bigjuss/ adj having
two meanings and therefore not being clear
ambition /&m'bif(a)n/ noun a wish to do
something special o His great ambition is
to ride on an elephant.

ambitious /Em'bifos/ adj with high
aims
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ambivalent /zm'brvolont/ adj not sure
or decided

amble /'&mb(a)l/ (ambles, ambling, am-
bled) verb to walk in a relaxed way without
hurrying

® ambulance /'2mbjulons/ noun a van
which carries sick or injured people to hos-
pital o When she fell down the stairs, her
husband called an ambulance.

ambush /'embu[/ (ambushes, ambush-
ing, ambushed) verb to wait hidden and at-
tack someone by surprise (NOTE: + ambush
n)

amen /a:'men, er'men/ interj meaning
‘let this be so” used at the end of Christian
prayers

® amend /o'mend/ (amends, amend-
ing, amended) verb to change for the better
® amendment /o'mendmont/ noun a
change intended to make something better
amenity /o'mimniti/ (plural amenities)
noun a feature that makes a place attrac-
tive, enjoyable or comfortable to be in

® American /o'merikon/ adj relating to
America or to the United States
American football /o,merikon
'futbo:l/ noun a type of football played in
the United States

American Indian /o, merikon 'indion/
adj referring to Native Americans
amethyst /'&mobist/ noun a purple
stone which can be used for making jewel-
lery

amiable /'etmiob(9)l/ adj friendly and
pleasant

amicable /'emikob(o)l/ adj done in a
friendly way

amid /o'mid/ prep in the middle of
amino acid /o,mi:nou '&sid/ noun one
of the chemicals that combine to make pro-
tein. Humans are only able to produce
some amino acids in their bodies, so others
have to be absorbed from food.
ammonia /o'mounid/ noun a strong poi-
sonous gas or liquid used in cleaning prod-
ucts

ammunition /,&mju'nif(9)n/ noun ob-
jects such as bombs and bullets, which can
be fired from weapons

amnesia /em'niizio/ noun a medical
state when you forget everything
amnesty /'@mnosti/ (plural amnesties)
noun a period during which criminals will
not be punished

amoeba /o'mi:ba/, ameba /o'mi:bo/
noun a living thing which consists of a sin-
gle cell

amoebic /o'mi:bik/ adj caused by an
amoeba
among /o'map/, amongst /o'mapst/
prep 1. surrounded by or in the middle of o
He was standing among a crowd of tour-
ists. 2. between a number of people in a
group o Let’s share the cake among us. 3.
in addition to other people or things o Jack
was there, among others.
amoral /er'moral/ adj not caring about
right and wrong
amorous /'&moras/ adj showing sexual
love
amorphous /o'mo:fas/ adj with no par-
ticular shape
@ amount /a'maovnt/ noun a quantity of
something o The amount in my bank ac-
count has reached £1000. o We spent a
large amount of time just waiting. o a cer-
tain amount some but not a lot o Painting
the house will take a certain amount of
time.
amount to phrasal verb 1. to make a total
of o My year’s savings amount to less
than £1000. 2. to be similar or equal to
something o I think what he said amounts
to a refusal to take part. 3. o to amount
to the same thing to mean the same, to
be the same o Whether he took cash or
free holidays, it all amounts to the same
thing. o The remaining problems don’t
amount to much.
amp /emp/ noun a piece of equipment
which can make sounds louder
ampersand /'&mposend/ noun a print-
ing sign (&) meaning ‘and’
amphetamine /zm'fetomiin/ noun a
drug which is supposed to increase the us-
er’s energy levels
amphibian /em'fibion/ noun an animal
that lives both in water and on land
amphibious /zm'fibiss/ adj living both
in water and on land
amphitheatre /'emfi010to/ noun 1. a
circular or oval building without a roof
where theatrical events or sports competi-
tions are held 2. a lecture hall or upper part
of a theatre with seats arranged in a semi-
circle (NOTE: The US spelling is amphi-
theater.)
ample /'2mpal/ adj large enough
amplifier /'2mplifaro/ noun a piece of
equipment which makes sound louder
amplify /'zmplifar/ (amplifies, amplify-
ing, amplified) verb 1. to make a sound
louder 2. to explain something in more de-
tail (NOTE: + amplification n)
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amputate /'zmpjoteit/ (amputates,
amputating, amputated) verb to cut off an
arm, leg, finger or toe (NOTE: + amputation
n)

amuse /o'mjuiz/ (amuses, amusing,
amused) verb 1. to make someone laugh o
This story will amuse you. o to amuse
yourself to play or get pleasure from what
you are doing o The children amused them-
selves quietly while their parents talked. 2.
to make the time pass pleasantly for some-
one o How can we amuse the children on
the journey?

amused /o'mjuizd/ adj thinking that
something is funny
amusement/o'mjuizmont/ noun a feel-
ing of pleasure caused by something that is
funny ¢ to someone’s amusement mak-
ing someone feel pleasure in a funny situa-
tion o Much to her amusement, the band
played ‘Happy Birthday to you!’.
amusement arcade /o'mju:zmont a:
kerd/ noun a place with machines for
playing games

amusement park /o'mjuizmont pa:k/
noun an open-air park with various types of
entertainment

amusing /o'mju:ziy/ adj funny

@ an /an, &1/ article same as a2 1
anachronism /o'na&kroniz(o)m/ noun a
thing which is out of date and does not be-
long to the present time

anachronistic /o,nekra'nistik/ adj not
fitting the period when a play or film is
supposed to take place

anaemia /o'nitmio/ noun a condition
where the level of red blood cells is less
than normal (NOTE: The US spelling is ane-
mia.)

anaesthetic /,&nos'Oetik/ noun a sub-
stance given to a patient to remove feeling,
so that he or she can have an operation
without feeling pain (NOTE: The US spelling
is anesthetic.)

anaesthetise /o'ni:sOotaiz/ (anaesthe-
tises, anaesthetising, anaesthetised),
anaesthetize verb to give a patient an an-
aesthetic (NOTE: The US spelling is anes-
thetize.)

anaesthetist /o'ni:sOatist/ noun a per-
son whose job is to give patients anaesthet-
ics (NOTE: The US term is anesthesiolo-
gist.)

anagram /'znogrem/ noun a word or
phrase containing the letters of another
word or phrase in a different order, e.g.
‘Cathy’ is an anagram of ‘yacht’

anal /'en(o)l/ adj referring to the anus
analgesic /,&n(o)l'd3i:z1k/ noun a pain-
killing drug

analogous /o'nzlogos/ adj similar

® analogy /o'nlod3i/ noun a similarity
between two things

analyse /'®nolaiz/ (3rd person present
plural analyses, present participle analys-
ing, past participle analysed), analyze verb
to examine closely and scientifically

® analysis /o'nzlosts/ (plural analyses)
noun a close examination of the parts or el-
ements of something o job analysis o to
make an analysis of the sales or a sales
analysis o to carry out an analysis of the
market potential

analyst /'enalist/ noun 1. a person who
carries out analyses 2. a doctor who is
trained in psychoanalysis

analytical /,&no'litik(9)l/ adj examining
something in detail

anarchic /o'na:kik/, anarchical /o
'na:kikl/ adj without any law or order
anarchist /'anokist/ noun a person who
tries to destroy a government by violent
means, without planning to replace it in
any way

anarchy /'@noki/ noun a lack of law and
order, because the government has lost
control or because there is no government
anathema /o'n26omoa/ noun something
which you dislike very much

anatomy /o'n@tomi/ noun the structure
of the body or of part of the body
ancestor /'®nsesta/ noun a member of a
family who has been dead for a long time
ancestry /'®nsestri/ noun your family
going back over many generations
anchor /'epko/ noun a large metal hook
which holds a ship in place m verb (an-
chors, anchoring, anchored) 1. (of a ship)
to drop an anchor to stay in the same place
2. to hold something firmly in position
anchorman /'epkomen/ (plural an-
chormen) nounthe main presenteron a TV
news show

anchovy /'&ntfovi, an'tfouvi/ (plural
anchovies or same) noun a small, very
salty fish

@ ancient /'emnfont/ adj very old, or be-
longing to a time long ago o He was riding
an ancient bicycle.

® and /on, ond, @&nd/ conj used to join
two words or phrases o All my uncles and
aunts live in the country. o The children
were running about and singing. o Come
and sit down next to me. (NOTE: and is used
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to say numbers after 100: ‘seven hundred
and two (702)’) ¢ and so on, and so forth,
and so on and so forth with other similar
things o He talked about plants, flowers,
vegetables, and so on.
anecdotal /,&nik'dout(e)l/ adj coming
from stories told by individual people
anecdote /'enikdout/ noun a usually
humorous story based on something which
has taken place
anemia, anemic US spelling of anaemia
anesthesia, anesthetic, anesthetist,
anesthetize US spelling of anaesthetist
anesthesiologist noun US a person
whose job is to give patients anaesthetics
(NOTE: The US term is anesthesiologist.)
angel /'eind3ol/ noun 1. a heavenly being
2. a sweet, kind person
® anger /'&engd/ noun a feeling of being
very annoyed o He managed to control his
anger. o She couldn’t hide the anger she
felt.
® angle /'&ngol/ noun a corner where
two lines meet o She planted the tree in the
angle of the two walls. < at an angle not
straight o The shop front is at an angle to
the road.

angle for phrasal verb to try to get some-

thing
angle bracket /,&ngol 'braekit/ noun a
printed symbol < or >, used around text, es-
pecially in instructions for a computer
Anglican /'&pglikon/ noun a member of
the Anglican Church
angling /‘zygliy/ noun the sport of
catching fish with a rod (NOTE: + angler n)
Anglo- /znglou/ prefix English, between
England and another country
angora /xn'go:ira/ adj made of wool
from an angora
angrily /'2pgrili/ adv in an angry way o
He shouted angrily when the children
climbed over the fence.
@ angry /'zngri/ (angrier, angriest) adj
upset and annoyed, and sometimes want-
ing to harm someone o The shopkeeper is
angry with the children because they broke
his window. o He gets angry if the post is
late. o I am angry that the government is
doing nothing to prevent crime. o When the
cashier still hadn’t arrived at midday the
boss got angrier.
angst /zpst/ noun great worry about life
anguish /'zggwif/ noun great mental
suffering
anguished /'eggwift/ adj showing or
feeling great suffering

angular /'eggjulo/ adj 1. with sharp cor-
ners 2. with sharp-looking bones

® animal /'&nim(a)l/ noun a living thing
that moves independently o I love having
animals as pets. (NOTE: animal may include
humans in scientific contexts.)

animated /'znimertid/ adj full of life
and energy

animation /,&ni'merf(o)n/ noun 1. be-
ing lively 2. the process of making animat-
ed films

animosity /@n1'mositi/ noun a strong
feeling of dislike towards someone

ankle /'&pkal/ noun the part of the body
where your leg joins your foot

annex /a'neks/ (annexes, annexing, an-
nexed) verb to take possession of land
which belongs to another state (NOTE: + an-
nexation n)

annexe /'®&neks/ noun a less important
building attached to another building
(NOTE: The US spelling is annex.)
annihilate /o'narslert/ (annihilates, an-
nihilating, annihilated) verb to destroy
something completely (NOTE: + annihila-
tion n)

® anniversary /@ni'vais(d)ri/ (plural
anniversaries) noun the same date as an
important event that happened in the past
annotate /'®znoteit/ (annotates, anno-
tating, annotated) verb to add notes to a
text

annotation / &na'terf(o)n/ noun a note
added to a text

@ announce /o'navns/ (announces,
announcing, announced) verb to say
something officially or in public [~(that)] o
She announced the results of the competi-
tion. o She announced that she would stand
for election.

@ announcement /o'navnsmont/
noun a statement made in public o The
managing director made an announcement
to the staff. o There were several an-
nouncements concerning flight changes.
announcer /o'navnsa/ noun a person
who reads the news or announces pro-
grammes on radio or TV

(® annoy /2'no1/ (annoys, annoying, an-
noyed) verb to make someone feel slightly
angry, upset or impatient o Their rude be-
haviour really annoyed us.

annoyance /a'no1ons/ noun a feeling of
being slightly angry, upset or impatient o
There was a tone of annoyance in her
voice. < to someone’s annoyance so that
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someone is annoyed o [ took both sets of
keys home with me, much to his annoyance.
® annoyed /o'no1d/ adj slightly angry,
upset or impatient o He was annoyed with
his neighbour who had cut down one of his
trees. o I was annoyed to find someone had
stolen my mobile phone.

® annoying /o'no1y/ adj making you
angry, upset or impatient [~that] o How an-
noying! I forgot to buy the milk. o The baby
has an annoying cough which won’t go
away. o 1 find it very annoying that the post
doesn’t come before 10 o’clock.

@ annual /'znjudl/ adj happening once a
year o The village fair is an annual event.
o I get annual interest of 6% on my savings
account. (NOTE: + annually adv)

annul /o'nal/ (annuls, annulling, an-
nulled) verb to stop something being legal-
ly valid o The marriage was annulled o
They want to annul the contract.
anomaly /o'nomoli/ noun an unusual
thing

anon /a'non/ abbr anonymous
anonymity /,@&no'nimiti/ noun the hid-
ing of your real name

anonymous /o'nonimas/ adj without
stating a name

anorak /'@norek/ noun someone who is
too interested in a particular subject, espe-
cially one that seems unfashionable or dull
to other people (informal)

anorexia /,&na'reksia/ noun a condition
caused by an extreme fear of becoming fat
and marked by ill health as a result of not
eating enough

anorexic /,&no'reksik/ adj referring to
or affected by anorexia

® another /0'nAad9/ adj, pron 1. one more
o I'd like another cake, please. o Would
you like another? 2. a different one o He’s
bought another car. o She tried on one
dress after another, but couldn’t find any-
thing she liked. » each other, one another
@ answer /'‘ainsa/ noun 1. something
that you say or write when someone has
asked you a question o The answer to your
question is yes. 2. the act of picking up a
telephone that is ringing o I phoned his of-
fice but there was no answer. m verb (an-
swers, answering, answered) 1. to speak
or write words to someone who has spoken
to you or asked you a question [~that] o He
never answers my letters. o I answered
truthfully that the news had surprised me.
2. o to answer the phone to speak and lis-
ten to a telephone caller o His mother usu-
ally answers the phone. o to answer the

door to open the door to someone who
knocks or rings the bell o No-one answered
the door though I knocked twice. ¢ in an-
swer to as a reply to o I am writing in an-
swer to your letter of October 6th.

answer back phrasal verb to speak to

someone in a rude way
® answerphone /'amnsofoun/ noun a
machine which answers the telephone au-
tomatically when someone is not in the of-
fice or at home, and allows messages to be
recorded
ant /ent/ noun a small insect that lives in
large groups
antagonise /zn'tegonaiz/ (antagonis-
es, antagonising, antagonised), antago-
nize verb to make someone feel angry or
impatient
antagonism /zn'teegoniz(e)m/ noun a
strong feeling of dislike towards someone
antelope /'entiloup/ noun an African
deer which can run very fast
antenna /zn'tena/ (plural antennae or
antennas) noun a person’s ability to know
something without being told
anthem /'‘&nbom/ noun a song for a
group of singers
anthology /&n'6plod3i/ (plural antholo-
gies) noun a collection of stories or poems
anthrax /'zn6reks/ noun a serious dis-
ease of cows and sheep, which can be
caught by people
anthropoid /'&n6ropoid/ adjsimilar to a
human
anthropology /,&n6ro'polodzi/ noun
the study of people and culture
anti- /znti/ prefix against
antibiotic / @ntibar'vtik/ noun a sub-
stance which kills harmful organisms such
as bacteria
® antibody /'@ntibodi/ (plural antibod-
ies) noun a natural substance produced by
the body to fight disease
® anticipate /&n'tisipert/ (anticipates,
anticipating, anticipated) verb 1. to expect
something to happen [~(that)] o We are an-
ticipating floods or that there will be
floods. 2. to act because you see something
is about to happen o He anticipated trouble
at the meeting and left early.
® anticipation /en,tist'pe1f(a)n/ noun
excitement because you expect that some-
thing will happen
anticlimax /@nti'klaimeks/ noun a
feeling of disappointment when something
does not turn out as expected
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anticlockwise /anti'klopkwaiz/ ady,
adjin the opposite direction to the hands of
a clock o an anticlockwise movement o He
was driving anticlockwise round the ring
road when the accident took place.
antics /'2ntiks/ plural noun funny or silly
behaviour o the antics of the clowns in the
circus o The students’ antics cost them
their places at university.
antidepressant  /antidi'pres(o)nt/
noun a drug that is used to treat a person
suffering from depression

antidote /'@ntidout/ noun 1. a substance
which balances the effect of a poison 2.
something which balances a bad influence
antifreeze /'@ntifri:z/ noun a liquid you
put in the engine of a car to prevent it from
freezing in cold weather

antipathy /&n'tipabi/ noun a strong dis-
like

antiquarian bookseller /&nt1
kwearion ,buk'selo/ noun a person who
sells old books

antiquated /'@entikwertid/ adj very old
and out of date

antique /en'titk/ noun an old and valua-
ble object o He collects antiques. m adj old
and valuable o an antique Chinese vase
antiquities /en'tikwitizz/ plural noun
old objects from ancient times

antiquity /en'tikwiti/ noun ancient
times

anti-Semitic /,e&nti so'mitik/ adj show-
ing hate towards Jewish people

® antiseptic /,&nt1'septik/ noun a sub-
stance which prevents infection m adj pre-
venting infection o an antiseptic dressing o
an antiseptic mouthwash

antisocial /,&nti'sou[(o)l/ adj unfriend-
ly, not wanting to meet other people
antithesis /xn'ti0os1s/ (plural antithe-
ses) noun the exact opposite of something
antlers /'&ntloz/ plural noun the horns of
a deer o Deer grow new antlers each sum-
mer and then shed them in the winter.
antonym /'@ntonim/ noun a word which
means the opposite of another word
anus /'emas/ noun the opening at the end
of the rectum, through which solid waste
matter passes from the body

® anxiety /en'zaroti/ (plural anxieties)
noun 1. nervous worry about something
[~about/over] o Her anxiety about her job
prospects began to affect her health. 2. the
state of being keen to do something o In his
anxiety to get away quickly, he forgot to
lock the door.

® anxious /'zgkfos/ adj 1. nervous and
very worried about something o She’s anx-
ious about the baby. 2. keen to do some-
thing o The shopkeeper is always anxious
to please his customers.

® anxiously /'zpkfosli/ adv in a nerv-
ous, worried way o They are waiting anx-
iously for the results of the exam.

@ any /'eni/ adj, pron 1. it doesn’t matter
which o I'm free any day next week except
Tuesday. 2. (usually in questions) a small
quantity o Have you got any money left? o
Is there any food for me? o Would you like
any more to eat? o Will any of your friends
be there? o not...any not even a little more
(used to emphasise comparatives) o He
can’t cycle any faster. o She’s been in hos-
pital for two weeks and isn’t any better. o
Can’t you sing any louder? ¢ not...any
none o I don’t like any of the paintings in
the exhibition. o Can you lend me some
money? — sorry, I haven’t got any.

® anybody /'enibodi/ pron same as any-
one

® anyhow /'enihau/ adv 1. in a careless
way 2. same as anyway

® anymore /eni'mo:/, any more ¢ not
... anymore no longer o We don’t go there
anymore.

anyone /'eniwAn/ pron any person at all
o Anyone can learn to ride a bike. o any-
one else any other person o Is there anyone
else who can’t see the screen?

® anyplace /'eniplers/ adv US same as
anywhere (informal)

® anything /'enifiy/ pron 1. it doesn’t
matter what o You can eat anything you
want. o Our dog will bite anything that
moves. 2. (in questions or negatives) some-
thing o Did you hear anything make a
noise during the night? o Has anything
happened to their plans for a long holiday?
o Do you want anything more to drink? o
We didn’t do anything interesting at the
weekend.

@ anyway /'eniwel/ adv despite some-
thing else o I’m not supposed to drink dur-
ing the daytime, but I'll have a beer any-
way. o I think it’s time to leave — anyway,
the last bus is at 11.40.

® anywhere /‘eniwea/ adv 1. it does not
matter where o Put the chair anywhere. 2.
(in questions or negatives) somewhere o
Did you go anywhere at the weekend? o Is
there anywhere where I can sit down? o I
can’t see your wallet anywhere.

@ apart /a'pa:t/ adv 1. separated o The
two villages are about six miles apart. 2. in
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separate pieces o He took the watch apart.
© apart from except for o Do you have any
special interests apart from your work? o
I'm feeling fine, apart from a slight cold.
apartheid /o'pa:thert/ noun a policy in
the past in South Africa of separating black
people from the white population

@ apartment /o'pa:tmont/ noun a sepa-
rate set of rooms for living in o She shares
an apartment with a friend.

apathetic /@&po'betik/ adj not caring
about anything, not interested in anything
apathy /'2pabi/ noun not having any in-
terest in anything

ape /eip/ noun a large monkey

aperture /'®pat[o/ noun a little hole
apex /'eipeks/ (plural apexes or apices)
noun the top or highest part of a pointed
shape

aphrodisiac /,&fro'diziek/ noun a sub-
stance which makes people want to have
sex m adjmaking people want to have sex
apiece /o'pizs/ adv each

aplomb /o'plom/ noun a calm and self-
confident attitude

apocalyptic /o,poko'liptik/ adj warning
about the end of the world

apocryphal /o'pokrof(o)l/ adj famous,
but probably not true

apologetic /o,polo'dzetik/ adj showing
that you are sorry for something

@ apologise /o'polodzaiz/ (apologis-
es, apologising, apologised), apologize
verb to say you are sorry o He shouted at
her and then apologised. o She apologised
for being late.

@ apology /a'polad3i/ noun (plural apol-
ogies) an act of indicating that you are sor-
ry m plural noun apologies a statement in-
dicating that you are sorry, especially if
you cannot attend a meeting o My apolo-
gies for being so late. o Please give the
chairman my apologies.

apostrophe /o'postrofi/ noun a printing
sign (’), either showing that a letter has
been left out, e.g. weren’t, or after a noun
to show possession, e.g. Ben’s coat or the
girls’ coats

appal /o'po:l/ (appals, appalling, ap-
palled) verb to shock or offend someone
very much (NOTE: The US spelling is ap-
pall.)

appalled /o'po:1d/ adj very shocked
appalling /o'pa:lig/ adj horrible, shock-
ing

apparatus /,&pa'rertas/ noun scientific
or medical equipment

(@ apparent /o'peront/ adj1. easy to see
or accept as true o It was apparent to eve-
ryone that she was annoyed. 2. possibly
different from what something seems to be
o There is an apparent mistake in the ac-
counts.

@ apparently /o'parontli/ adv accord-
ing to what you have seen or heard o Ap-
parently she took the last train home and
then disappeared. o He didn’t come to
work today — apparently he’s got a cold.
apparition / @pa'rif(o)n/ noun some-
thing which you think you see

® appeal /o'pi:l/ noun 1. an act of asking
for help o The police have made an appeal
for witnesses. o The hospital is launching
an appeal to raise £50,000. 2. an attractive
quality o the strong appeal of Greece as a
holiday destination m verb 1. to ask for
something [~for] o They appealed for mon-
ey to continue their work. 2. to attract
someone [~to] o These CDs appeal to the
teenage market. o The idea of working in
Australia for six months appealed to her. 3.
to make a legal request for a court to look
again at a decision [~against] o He has ap-
pealed against the sentence.

appealing /o'pi:lig/ adj 1. attractive o
The design has proved appealing to our
older customers. 2. wanting help or sup-
port o The child gave her an appealing
look as she got up to leave. (NOTE: only
used before a noun)

@ appear /o'p1o/ (appears, appearing,
appeared) verb 1. to start to be seen o A
ship appeared through the fog. 2. to seem
to be or do something [~(that)] o She ap-
peared rather cross. o There appears to be
a mistake. o He appears to have forgotten
the time. o It appears that they didn’t re-
ceive the invitation. 3. to play a part in a
film or play or take part in a TV pro-
gramme [~in/~on] o She appears regularly
in shows on TV.

@ appearance /o'prorons/ noun 1. the
way that someone or something looks o
You could tell from his appearance that he
had been sleeping rough. 2. the fact of be-
ing present somewhere, especially unex-
pectedly o The appearance of a teacher
caused them to fall silent. o to put in an
appearance to go somewhere where other
people are for a short time 3. the beginning
of something new o the rapid appearance
of mobile phone shops all over the country
o They were worried by the sudden appear-
ance of a red rash. 4. an occasion when
someone is performing in a film or play or
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on TV o This is her second appearance in
a film. m plural nounlooks o to keep up ap-
pearances to try to show that you are still
as rich or important as you were before
appease /o'piiz/ (appeases, appeasing,
appeased) verb 1. to give someone some-
thing that they want, even if it is unreason-
able, to try to avoid worse problems arising
(NOTE: + appeasement n) 2. to try to avoid
or prevent something o He ate an apple to
appease his hunger.

appendicitis /o,pendri'saitis/ noun an
illness that affects the appendix

® appendix /o'pendiks/ (plural appen-
dices) noun 1. a small part inside the body
which has no real purpose but can become
infected, causing appendicitis 2. a section
at the back of a book, containing additional
information

appetiser /‘zpitaizo/ noun a small
amount of food before a main meal
appetising /'epitaiziy/, appetizing adj
looking or smelling good and making you
want to eat

appetite /'zpitait/ noun 1. a need or
wish to eat o Going for a long walk has
given me an appetite. o He’s not feeling
well and has lost his appetite. 2. a strong
wish to do something o She has an appetite
for hard work.

applaud /o'plo:d/ (applauds, applaud-
ing, applauded) verb to clap to show that
you like something

applause /o'plo:z/ noun the act of clap-
ping your hands together several times to
show that you liked a performance

® apple /'zp(d)l/ noun a common fruit
that is hard, round and sweet, and grows on
atree o Don’t eat apples that are not ripe —
they’ll make you ill.

appliance /o'plarons/ noun a machine
such as a washing machine or cooker used
in the home

applicable /o'plikob(a)l/ adj able to be
applied in particular cases

applicant /'@plikont/ noun a person
who applies for something o job applicants
o Applicants for licences must fill in this
form.

@ application /,pli'kei[(o)n/ noun 1.
the process of putting something on some-
thing else o Several applications of the
cream will be necessary. 2. the process or
act of applying for something such as a job
or place on a course [~for] o We've received
dozens of applications for the job. o an ap-
plication to do something a formal re-
quest to do something o She’s put in an ap-

plication to transfer to another depart-
ment.

® application form /epli'keif(o)n
[form/ noun a form which has to be filled
in to apply for something

® apply /o'plar/ (applies, applying, ap-
plied) verb 1. to ask for something formally
[~for] o She applied for a job in the super-
market. o He’s applying for a place at uni-
versity. o to apply to do something to ask
formally if you can do something o No-one
has applied to join the club this year. 2. to
put something onto something o Wait until
the first coat of paint is dry before you ap-
ply the second. 3. to affect or be relevant to
someone or something [~to] o This rule
only applies to people coming from outside
the EU.

@ appoint /o'point/ (appoints, appoint-
ing, appointed) verb to give someone a job
o He was appointed (as) manager or to the
post of manager. o We want to appoint
someone to manage our sales department.
(NOTE: You appoint a person to a job.)

® appointment /o'pomtmont/ noun 1.
an agreed time for a meeting o I want to
make an appointment to see the doctor. o
She was late for her appointment. o on her
appointment as manager when she was
made a manager 2. the process of being
given a job 3. a job o We are going to make
three new appointments.

® appraisal /o'preiz(a)l/ noun a report
on the value of someone or something
appraise /o'preiz/ (appraises, apprais-
ing, appraised) verb to judge how well
someone or something is working
appreciable /o'pri:fob(a)l/ adj able to
be felt or noticed

® appreciate /o'prizfieit/ (appreci-
ates, appreciating, appreciated) verb to
recognise the value of something o Shop-
pers always appreciate a bargain.
appreciation /o,prizfi'eif(o)n/ noun 1.
showing that you recognise the value of
something 2. an increase in value
appreciative /o'pri:fotiv/ adj 1. being
very grateful 2. showing enjoyment
apprehension / @pri'henfon/ noun a
worry about what is going to happen. Com-
pare misapprehension

apprehensive /,&pri'hensiv/ adj wor-
ried about the future

apprentice /o'prentis/ noun a young
person who works as an assistant to a
skilled person in order to learn from them
o He’s started work as a plumber’s ap-
prentice.
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apprenticeship /o'prentisfip/ noun
the time someone spends as an apprentice
@® approach /o'prout [/ noun 1. the fact
of coming nearer o With the approach of
winter we need to get the central heating
checked. 2. a way which leads to some-
thing o The approaches to the city were
crowded with coaches. 3. a way of dealing
with a situation o His approach to the
question was different from hers. m verb
(approaches, approaching, approached)
to come near o The plane was approaching
the airport when the lights went out.
approachable /o'prout [ob(a)l/ adjeasy
to talk to

approaching /o'proutf1y/ adj coming
nearer

® appropriate /o'proupriot/ adj suita-
ble for a particular situation o That skirt is
not really appropriate for gardening. o We
leave it to you to take appropriate action.
@ approval /o'pruiv(o)l/ noun the act of
agreeing o The committee gave their ap-
proval to the scheme. o Does the choice of
colour have your approval or meet with
your approval?

(@ approve /a'pru:v/ (approves, approv-
ing, approved) verb 1. to agree to some-
thing officially o The committee approved
the scheme. 2. to think something is good
[~of] o He doesn’t approve of loud music.
approving /o'pruiviy/ adj showing
agreement

approximate /o'proksimat/ adj more or
less correct

® approximately /o'proksimotli/ adv
not exactly o It takes approximately 35
minutes to get to the city centre from here.
apricot /‘erprikot/ noun a fruit with yel-
low flesh and a hard stone

@® April /'etpral/ noun the fourth month of
the year, the month after March and before
May o Her birthday is in April. o We went
on holiday last April. (NOTE: April 5th or
April 5: say ‘the fifth of April’ or ‘April the
fifth’ or in US English ‘April fifth’.)

apron /'eipron/ noun 1. a piece of cloth-
ing worn over the front of your usual
clothes to protect them when cooking 2. (at
an airport) a piece of ground on which
planes can be parked

apt /ept/ adjfitting well ¢ to be apt to do
something to be likely to do something
regularly o Our old car was apt to break
down on motorways.

aptitude /'epti,tjurd/ noun a natural
ability that can be developed further [~for]
o She shows real aptitude for teaching.

aquarium /o'kweariom/ noun a tank for
keeping tropical fish in

Aquarius /o'kwearios/ noun one of the
signs of the Zodiac, shaped like a person
carrying water, covering the period 20th
January to 18th February

aquatic /o'kwaetik/ adj 1. living in water,
not on land (NOTE: Animals and plants that
live on land are terrestrial.) 2. taking place
in water

aqueduct /'zkwidakt/ noun a high
bridge carrying water over a valley

Arab /'&rab/ noun a person who speaks
Arabic and who comes from one of the
countries in the Middle East

Arabic /'2rabik/ noun the language spo-
ken by Arabs

Arabic numeral / @robik 'njurmoral/
noun one of the set of written symbols such
as 2, 3 or 6 used to represent numbers.
Compare Roman numeral

arbiter /'a:bito/ noun a person who de-
cides what is fashionable

arbitrary /'a:bitrori/ adj done without
any reason

arbitration /a:br'treif(o)n/ noun the
settling of an argument by an official
judge, accepted by both sides (NOTE: + arbi-
trate v; + arbitrator n)

® arc /a:k/ noun a curve, like part of a cir-
cle

® arcade /a:'kerd/ noun a covered area
for walking around a square or an area of
shops

arcane /a:'kein/ adj mysterious and se-
cret

® arch /a:tf/ noun a round structure
forming a roof or entrance m verb (arches,
arching, arched) to make something round
like an arch o The cat arched her back and
started spitting.

® archaeologist /,a:ki'plod3ist/ noun
a person who studies or is a specialist in ar-
chaeology

® archaeology /,a:ki'nlod3i/ noun the
digging up of buried remains of buildings
to study ancient civilisations (NOTE: + ar-
chaeological ad))

archaic /a:'kenk/ adj 1. dating from an-
cient times 2. old-fashioned

archbishop /a:t['bifop/ noun a bishop
holding the highest rank

archer /'a:t[o/ noun a person who shoots
with a bow and arrows

archery /a:tfori/ noun the sport of
shooting arrows at targets
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archetypal /,a:ki'taip(e)l/ adj very typi-
cal

archetype /'a:kitaip/ noun a typical ex-
ample of something

archipelago /,a:ki'pelogou/ (plural ar-
chipelagos or archipelagoes) noun a
group of islands

® architect /'a:kitekt/ noun a person
who designs buildings

® architecture /'a:kitekt o/ noun the
design of buildings

archive /'a:karv/ noun 1. an organised
collection of documents 2. a place where
archives are kept 3. a copy of computer
files stored on tape or disk

archives /'a:karvz/ plural noun a collec-
tion of documents

archway /'a:tfwer/ noun a passage
which goes under an arch

arctic /'a:ktik/ adj 1. referring to the area
round the North Pole 2. extremely cold m
noun the Arctic the area round the North
Pole o The Arctic is home to polar bears.
ardent /'a:d(o)nt/ adj very keen
arduous /'a:djuos/ adj extremely diffi-
cult and needing a lot of effort or work

@ are /o, ax/ 1st person plural present of
be. 2nd person singular present of be. 2nd
person plural present of be. 3rd person plu-
ral present of be

@ area /'eario/ noun 1. a space o The
whole area round the town hall is going to
be rebuilt. o We always sit in the ‘no smok-
ing’ area. 2. a measurement of the space
taken up by something, calculated by mul-
tiplying the length by the width o The area
of the room is four square metres. o We are
looking for a shop with a sales area of
about 100 square metres. 3. a part of a
town or country o Qur house is near the
commercial area of the town. o The factory
is in a very good area for getting to the mo-
torways and airports. o the London area
the part of England around London o
Houses in the London area are more ex-
pensive than elsewhere in the country.

@ area code /'eario koud/ noun a spe-
cial telephone number which is given to a
particular area

arena /o'ri:nd/ noun 1. a building with
seats for people to sit and watch events like
sports or fights 2. a field of activity where
something happens

@ aren’t /a:nt/» be

arguable /'a:gjusb(o)l/ adj possibly not
true

arguably /'a:gjuabli/ adv quite possibly
true

(@ argue /'a:gjui/ (argues, arguing, ar-
gued) verb to discuss without agreeing, of-
ten in a noisy or angry way o They argued
over the prices. o She argued with the wait-
er about the bill. o I could hear them argu-
ing in the next room. (NOTE: You argue with
someone about or over something.)

@ argument /'a:gjument/ noun a situa-
tion in which people discuss something
without agreeing o Nobody would back her
up in her argument with the boss. o to get
into an argument with someone to start
to argue with someone o He got into an ar-
gument with the taxi driver.
argumentative /a:gjuo'mentotiv/ adj
liking to argue

arid /'@rid/ adj extremely dry because of
a regular lack of rain

Aries /'eariiz/ noun one of the signs of the
Zodiac, shaped like a ram, covering the pe-
riod 21st March to 19th April

@ arise /o'raiz/ (arises, arising, arose,
arisen) verb to start to appear o The prob-
lem arose in the planning department.
aristocracy /eri'stokrosi/ noun the
people of the highest class in society, usu-
ally with titles such as Lord or Duke
aristocrat /'&ristokreet/ noun a member
of the aristocracy

aristocratic / risto'kreetik/ adj refer-
ring to the aristocracy

@® arithmetic /o'r16motik/ noun calcula-
tions with numbers, especially as a subject
studied at school

@ arm /a:m/ noun 1. the part of the body
which goes from the shoulder to the hand o
He held the parcel under his arm. o She
tripped over the pavement and broke her
arm. 2. the part of a chair which you can
rest your arms on o He put his coffee cup
on the arm of his chair. m verb (arms, arm-
ing, armed) to give weapons to o The po-
lice were armed with guns. ¢ arm in arm
with arms linked together o They walked
down the street arm in arm.

armaments /'axmomonts/ plural noun
heavy weapons o an important armaments
manufacturer o Britain has been supplying
armaments to the Middle Eastern coun-
tries.

armband /'aixmbeend/ noun a band of
cloth which goes round your arm
armchair /'aimtfes/ noun a chair with
arms
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@ armed /a:md/ adj 1. provided with
weapons o Most British policemen are not
armed. o Armed guards surrounded the
house. 2. involving weapons o the armed
struggle between the two groups 3. ready
for use as a weapon o The device is already
armed. ¢ armed with provided with o
Armed with picnic baskets, towels and
cameras, we set off for the beach.

armed forces /,a:md 'forsiz/, armed
services /,aimd 's3:vis1z/ plural noun the
army, navy and air force of a country
armful /aimful/ noun an amount of
things you can carry in your arms
armistice /'aimistis/ noun an agreement
to stop fighting

armour /'a:ma/ noun 1. metal clothing
which soldiers wore in the past, to protect
their bodies 2. sheets of thick metal cover-
ing on military ships or vehicles, to protect
them against attack (NOTE: [all senses] The
US spelling is armor.)

armoured /'a:moad/ adj protected by ar-
mour

armpit /'a:mpit/ noun the part of your
body under each arm where it joins the
body

arms race /'a:mz reis/ noun competi-
tion between countries to have the largest
number of weapons or the most powerful
weapons

@ army /‘a:mi/ (plural armies) noun all
the soldiers of a country, trained for fight-
ing on land o He left school at 16 and
joined the army. o An army spokesman
held a news conference.
aroma/s'rouma/ noun a pleasant smell of
something you can eat or drink o the aroma
of freshly baked bread

aromatherapy /,rovma'6erapi/ noun a
treatment with pleasant-smelling oils
aromatic /,&ero'maetik/ adj with a strong
pleasant smell

arose /o'rouz/ past tense of arise

® around /s'raund/ prep 1. going all
round something o She had a gold chain
around her neck. o The flood water was all
around the village. 2. close to or in a place
or area o Is there a bus stop around here?
3. in various places o We have lots of com-
puters around the office. 4. not exactly o It
will cost around £200. o Around sixty peo-
ple came to the meeting. m adv 1. in various
places o Papers were lying around all over
the floor. o The restaurants were all full, so
we walked around for some time. 2. in a po-
sition that is fairly near o We try not to talk
about it when she’s around. o It’s the only

food shop around. 3. in existence o She’s
one of the best eye surgeons around. o The
new coins have been around for some
weeks now.

arousal /o'ravz(o)l/ noun a feeling of
sexual excitement

arouse /o'ravz/ (arouses, arousing,
aroused) verb 1. to make someone feel a
particular emotion 2. to make someone feel
sexually excited. Compare rouse

(@ arrange /o'reind3/ (arranges, arrang-
ing, arranged) verb 1. to put in order o The
chairs are arranged in rows. o She ar-
ranged the books in alphabetical order. o
The ground floor is arranged as an open-
plan area with a little kitchen at the side. 2.
to make a plan for something o Let’s ar-
range to meet somewhere before we go to
the theatre. o The tour has been arranged
by the travel agent. o She arranged for a
taxi to meet him at the airport. o I've ar-
ranged with my mother that she will feed
the cat while we’re away. (NOTE: You ar-
range for someone to do something; you ar-
range for something to be done; or you ar-
range to do something.)

@ arrangement /o'reindzmont/ noun
1. the process of putting things in order 2.
a general agreement o We have an arrange-
ment by which we meet for lunch every
Tuesday. m plural noun arrangements the
activities involved in making plans for an
event o All the arrangements for the party
were left to me.

® array /o'rev/ noun a display

® arrest /o'rest/ verb (arrests, arresting,
arrested) (of the police) to catch and hold
someone who has broken the law o The po-
lice arrested two men and took them to the
police station. o He ended up getting ar-
rested as he tried to leave the country. o
She was arrested for stealing, but the judge
let her off with a fine. m noun the act of
holding someone for breaking the law o
The police made several arrests at the
demonstration. < under arrest held by the
police o After the fight, three people were
under arrest.

@ arrival /o'rarv(e)l/ noun 1. the act of
reaching a place o We announce the arrival
of flight AB 987 from Tangiers. o We apol-
ogise for the late arrival of the 14.25 ex-
press from Edinburgh. o The time of arriv-
al is 5 p.m. 2. a person who has arrived o
He’s a new arrival on our staff. m plural
noun arrivals the part of an airport that
deals with passengers who are arriving.
Compare departure < on arrival when you



as

arrive o On arrival at the hotel, members of
the party will be allocated rooms.

@ arrive /o'rarv/ (arrives, arriving, ar-
rived) verb to reach a place o They arrived
at the hotel tired out. o The train from Paris
arrives in London at 5 p.m. (NOTE: You ar-
rive in a town or in a country but at a place.)
arrogant /'@rogont/ adj very proud in an
unpleasant way o He’s such an arrogant
young man. o What an arrogant way to
treat customers!

arrow /'&rau/ noun 1. a weapon made of
a piece of wood with a sharp point 2. a
printed sign &rarrowf; which points to
something

arsenal /'a:sn(a)l/ noun a store of weap-
ons

arsenic /'a:snik/ noun a very poisonous
substance

arson /'a:s(a)n/ noun the crime of setting
fire to something such as a building or
some property

arson attack /'a:s(o)n o,tek/ noun an
act of setting fire to something such as a
house

@ art /a:t/ noun 1. the practice of creating
objects, e.g. by painting, drawing or sculp-
ture o She is taking art lessons. o When
you’re in Washington, don’t miss the Muse-
um of Modern Art. 2. the objects that are
created in this way 3. a particular skill or
ability o He has mastered the art of not an-
swering reporters’ questions.

artefact /'a:tifekt/, artifact noun an ob-
ject such as a tool or a dish that was made
by a person in the past

artery /'a:tori/ (plural arteries) noun a
tube carrying blood from the heart around
the body. Compare vein

arthritis /a:'6rartis/ noun a painful med-
ical condition affecting a joint, where two
bones meet

artichoke /'a:tit fouk/ noun a tall thistle-
like plant of which you boil the head and
then eat the base of the leaves

@ article /'a:tik(o)l/ noun 1. a report in a
newspaper [~about/on] o Did you read the
article on skiing in yesterday’s paper? 2.
an object or thing o Several articles of
clothing were found near the road. 3. a
word used before a noun to show whether
you are referring to a particular or general
example of something. The definite article
is ‘the’ and the indefinite article is ‘a’ or
‘an’.

articulate! /a:'tikjulert/ (articulates,
articulating, articulated) verb to speak in a
clear and careful way

articulate? /a:'tikjulot/ adj describes
someone who expresses thoughts clearly
articulated lorry /a: tikjulertid 'lori/
noun a large truck with two or more parts
which are connected so that they can move
in different directions at the same time, e.g.
when going around a corner

artifact /'a:tifakt/ another spelling of
artefact

® artificial /,a:tr'f1f(o)l/ adj not natural
o She was wearing artificial pearls.
artificial intelligence /,a:tifif(o)l mn
'telidzons/ noun the use of computer pro-
grams to make machines do things which
people can do

artificially /,a:tr'fif(o)li/ adv in a way
that is not natural

artillery /a:'tilori/ noun the large guns
that an army has

artisan /,a:ti'zeen/ noun a skilled worker
who makes things with his or her hands

@ artist /'a:tist/ noun a person who is
skilled in making works of art such as
paintings o She collects paintings by 19th-
century artists.

artiste /a:'tizst/ noun a professional per-
former such as a singer or dancer

artistic /a:'tistik/ adj 1. (of a person)
showing skill or interest in art 2. arranged
or done in a way that shows skill and looks
beautiful (NOTE: + artistically)

artistry /'a:tistri/ noun skill in a particu-
lar art

® arts /a:ts/ plural noun 1. all work con-
nected with art 2. a subject of study which
is not a science, e.g. history or literature
artwork /'a:tw3:k/ noun things such as
pictures or designs which are printed in a
book or used in advertising

arty /'a:ti/, arty-crafty /,a:ti 'kra:fti/ adj
pretending to be artistic; making artistic
things

@ as /oz, ®z/ conj 1. because o As you
can’t drive, you’ll have to go by bus. o As
it’s cold, you should wear an overcoat. 2. at
the same time that something else happens
o As he was getting into the bath, the tele-
phone rang. o The little girl ran into the
road as the car was turning the corner. 3.
in the same way o Leave everything as it is.
m prep 1.1n a particular job o She had a job
as a bus driver. 2. because of being a par-
ticular type of person o As a doctor, he has
to know the symptoms of all the common
diseases. 3. in a particular way o She was
dressed as a nurse. o They treated him as a
friend of the family. o as...as used in com-
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parisons o as far as I can see o She is near-
ly as tall as I am. o I can’t run as fast as
you. ¢ as from from a particular time o as
from next Friday ¢ as if, as though in the
same way as ¢ as...as used in comparisons
o She is nearly as tall as I am. o I can’t run
as fast as you. < as well in addition to
something or someone else that has been
mentioned o She came to have tea and
brought her sister as well. o We visited the
castle and swam in the pool as well. < as
well as in addition to or together with o He
has a cottage in the country as well as a
flat in town. o As well as being a maths
teacher, he is a part-time policeman.
asbestos /xs'bestoas/ noun a substance
which does not burn, formerly used in
buildings to protect against fire

® ascend /a'send/ (ascends, ascend-
ing, ascended) verb to go up o The balloon
rapidly ascended to 3000m.
ascendancy /o'sendonsi/ noun the in-
fluence or power that one person or group
has over another

® ascent /o'sent/ noun the action of
climbing up (NOTE: Do not confuse with as-
sent.)

@® ascertain /,&so'temn/ (ascertains, as-
certaining, ascertained) verb to check
facts to see if they are true (formal)
asexual /er'sekfuol/ adj with no sexual
organs or without having sex

ash /z[/ noun 1. a grey dust left after
something has burnt 2. a type of tree that
grows in the northern part of Europe

® ashamed /o'feimd/ adj embarrassed
and sorry for something that you have done
or not done

ashes /'x[1z/ plural noun the grey dust
that remains when the body of a dead per-
son has been cremated

ashore /o'[5:/ adv to or onto land, e.g.
from the sea or from a ship. » shore

® ashtray /'&[trer/ noun a little dish for
cigarette ash

® Asian /'e13(9)n/ adj relating to Asia m
noun a person coming from one of the
countries of Asia, especially the Indian
subcontinent o More than half the children
in the class are Asians.

® aside /o'said/ adv to one side o He
took me aside and whispered in my ear. &
aside from except for o Aside from a minor
infection, his health had been remarkably
good. o I've got to read these three articles,
and that’s aside from all my regular work.
@ ask /a:sk/ (asks, asking, asked) verb
1. to put a question to get information o

She asked a policeman the way to the hos-
pital. o Joe went to the station to ask about
cheap tickets. o Ask the assistant how much
the shoes cost. 2. to put a question to get
someone to do something o Ask your fa-
ther to teach you how to drive. o Can I ask
you not to make so much noise? 3. to invite
someone to an event or to do something o
We asked them to our party. o She asked me
to go skiing with her. > to ask after some-
one to ask for news about someone, espe-
cially about his or her health o Several of
your colleagues were asking after you.
ask for phrasal verb to say that you want
something o Someone came into the shop
and asked for the manager. o ask for
something back to ask someone to give
back something which you had lent to
him or her
ask out phrasal verb to ask someone to
go out with you, e.g. to a restaurant or to
the cinema o Bill wants to ask my sister
out.
askew /o'skjui/ adv not straight o Thar
picture’s askew.
@ asleep /a'sli:p/ adj sleeping o He was
asleep and didn’t hear the fire alarm. o
They were lying asleep on the ground. o to
fall asleep to begin to sleep
asparagus /o'speragas/ (plural same)
noun a green vegetable that has long thin
stems and pointed tips and which you cook
before eating
@ aspect /'®spekt/ noun 1. a way of
considering something such as a situation
or a problem o There are several aspects of
the problem to be considered before I can
decide. 2. the direction in which a building
or piece of ground faces o The living room
has a southerly aspect.
asphalt /'esfelt/ noun a mixture of tar,
small stones and sand, used for making
road surfaces
asphyxiate /xs'fiksieit/ (asphyxiates,
asphyxiating, asphyxiated) verb to stop
someone breathing, or to die because of be-
ing unable to breathe (NOTE: + asphyxia-
tion n)
aspirate /'&spirat/ noun a speech sound
made by breathing out, e.g. the ‘h’ in
‘horse’
® aspiration /aspi'reif(o)n/ noun
something which you want to achieve or to
be successful at
aspirational /aspi'reif(o)n(e)l/ adj
typical of people who want to become
more successful and be able to afford a
more expensive home and way of life
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® aspire /o'sparo/ (aspires, aspiring,
aspired) verb o to aspire to something to
want to achieve something o He aspires to
great success as an actor.

@ aspirin /'&sprin/ noun 1. a common
drug, used in the treatment of minor ill-
nesses to reduce pain 2. a pill that contains
aspirin

aspiring /o'sparorip/ adj hoping to get
something

ass /xs/ noun US the part of your body
that you sit on (offensive)

assailant /o'seilont/ noun a person who
attacks someone

assassin /o's@sin/ noun a person who
kills someone famous for political reasons
assassinate /o'sesmert/ (assassi-
nates, assassinating, assassinated) verb
to kill a famous person, especially for po-
litical reasons o Do you remember the day
when the President was assassinated?
(NOTE: + assassination n)

® assault /o'so:1t/ noun an attack [~on] o
an assault on a police officer m verb (as-
saults, assaulting, assaulted) to attack
assemble /o'semb(0)l/ (assembles, as-
sembling, assembled) verb 1. (especially
of people) to come together in a place, or to
be brought together by someone especially
formally or in an ordered way o We’ll as-
semble outside the hotel by the coach at 9
a.m. o They assembled a panel of experts to
renew the project. 2. to collect a set of
things together o Assemble all the ingredi-
ents you need before you start to cook. 3. to
make something from separate parts o The
cupboard can be assembled at home.

@ assembly /o'sembli/ (plural assem-
blies) noun 1. a meeting 2. the process of
putting the pieces of something together to
make it complete

assembly line /o'sembli lamn/ noun a
moving line in a factory, where the product
moves slowly past workers who add pieces
to it as it goes past

assent /o'sent/ noun the approval of or
agreement with something such as a sug-
gestion

® assert/o's3:t/ (asserts, asserting, as-
serted) verb to state something firmly o to
assert yourself to state your opinions
strongly

® assertion /o's3:f(9)n/ noun a state-
ment of something which you believe to be
true but of which you have no proof
assertive /o's3:tiv/ adj confident and
stating your opinions in a strong way

(0 assess /o'ses/ (assesses, assessing,
assessed) verb 1. to consider something or
someone in order to make a judgment or
decision about it o It’s hard to assess how
difficult it will be to make the necessary
changes. 2. to consider someone’s achieve-
ment or progress in order to decide if it is
satisfactory o Students are regularly as-
sessed by their teachers and feedback. 3. to
calculate an amount to be paid o The cost
of the new building is assessed at £1 mil-
lion. (NOTE: + assessment)

@ asset /'zset/ noun a valuable quality
[~to] o Knowing several languages is an
asset to a businessperson.

assign /o'sain/ (assigns, assigning, as-
signed) verb o to assign someone to
something or something to someone to
give someone the job of doing something o
They assigned her to the accounts depart-
ment. o We assigned the job of cleaning the
kitchen to Jack.

® assignment /o'sainmont/ noun 1. a
piece of work that has to be done in a spe-
cific time o My literature assignment has
to be finished by Wednesday. o He was giv-
en the assignment of reporting on the war.
2. the act of giving someone a job to do
assimilate /o'similert/ (assimilates, as-
similating, assimilated) verb 1. to learn
and understand 2. (of the body) to change
the food that you have just eaten into sub-
stances that can be used

® assist /o's1st/ (assists, assisting, as-
sisted) verb to help someone [~in/with] o
He assists me with my income tax forms. o
I will be assisted in my work by Jackie
Smith. o to assist someone to do some-
thing or with something to help someone
to do something (formal) o The money as-
sists young dancers to train.

@ assistance /o's1st(o)ns/ noun help o
She will need assistance with her luggage.
o He was trying to change the wheel when
a truck driver offered his assistance. o He
asked if he could be of any assistance.

@ assistant /o'sist(o)nt/ noun a person
who helps someone as part of their job o
His assistant makes all his appointments.
associate! /o'sousiert/ (associates, as-
sociating, associated) verb 1. to connect
different people or things in your mind o /
always associate that book with the won-
derful holiday when I first read it. o to be
associated with to be connected with or
involved in something o This firm has been
associated with the project from the start.
2. to have contact with or regularly meet



associate

someone [~with] o I don’t want you to asso-
ciate with violent people like that.
associate? /o'sousiot/ noun a person
who works in the same business as some-
one else

@ association /o,sousi'erf(a)n/ noun 1.
an official group of people or a group of
companies in the same trade o an associa-
tion offering support to victims of street vi-
olence o the Association of British Travel
Agents 2. a connection formed in the mind
between things o For some people, a black
cat has an association with luck. m plural
noun associations feelings produced by
memories of particular people or places o
Manchester has strong family associations
for him. ¢ in association with together
with o The guidebook is published in asso-
ciation with the local tourist board.
assorted /o'so:t1d/ adj various, mixed
assortment /o'so:itmont/ noun a mix-
ture of a lot of things that have some differ-
ences, e.g. in shape or colour

@ assume /a'sjuim/ (assumes, assum-
ing, assumed) verb 1. to imagine or be-
lieve that something is true [~(that)] o Let’s
assume that he is innocent. o I assume you
have enough money to pay for the meal? 2.
to take on something such as a job or re-
sponsibility o When she was twenty-one,
she assumed complete control of the family
business. o He has assumed responsibility
for fire safety.

assumed name /s,sjurmd 'nerm/ noun
a false name

® assuming /o'sjuimiy/ conj believing
something to be true

@ assumption /o'sampjon/ noun a be-
lief that something is true

assurance /o' fuorons/ noun 1. an atti-
tude of confidence in your own abilities o
He didn’t have the assurance to face a
press conference 2. the fact of being sure
that something will happen 3. a promise o
He gave her an assurance that he would
not do it again.

(@ assure /o'[uo/ (assures, assuring,
assured) verb 1. to state something defi-
nitely 2. to make sure that something will
happen

assured /o'fuod/ adj very certain and
confident

asterisk /'&storisk/ noun a printing sign
like a star, used to draw attention to some-
thing

asteroid /'storo1d/ noun a mass of rock
that travels in a path round the sun

asthma /'&smo/ noun a medical condi-
tion in which someone suffers breathing
difficulties, often because a particular sub-
stance has a bad effect on his or her body
asthmatic /es'matik/ noun a person
who has asthma

@ astonish /o'stonif/ (astonishes, as-
tonishing, astonished) verb to surprise
someone very much [~that] o His success
in maths astonished his teacher — he never
came to any of her classes. o It astonishes
me that he can’t use a computer.
astonished /o'stonift/ adj very sur-
prised o We were astonished to learn that
the head teacher had left.

astonishing /o'stonif1y/ adj very sur-
prising o They spent an astonishing
amount of money buying Christmas
presents.

astonishment /o'stonifmont/ noun
great surprise

® astound /o'staund/ (astounds, as-
tounding, astounded) verb to surprise
someone completely

astounded /o'staundid/ adj very sur-
prised

astounding /o'stavndip/ adj very sur-
prising

astride /o'straid/ adv, prep with your
legs on each side of something o He was
sitting astride his bicycle, with both feet on
the ground. o Sit astride and hold tight.
astrology /o'strolod3i/ noun the practice
of saying what the future will be by look-
ing at the position of the planets and the
stars

® astronaut /'@strono:t/ noun a person
who travels into space

astronomical /,zstro'nomik(o)l/ adj 1.
referring to astronomy 2. (of a price or
amount) very large (informal)

® astronomy /o'strpnomi/ noun the sci-
entific study of the stars, sun and planets
astute /o'stju:t/ adj clever at understand-
ing things quickly

® asylum /a'sailom/ noun 1. the right to
stay in another country if you have been
treated badly in your own country o to seek
asylum o to grant someone asylum o to ask
for political asylum 2. a hospital for people
who have mental illnesses (o/d)

asylum seeker /o'sailom ,si:ko/ nouna
person who asks for permission to stay in
another country because the political situa-
tion in his or her own country is not safe for
him or her to stay there
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asymmetrical /eisi'metrik(e)l/ adj
which does not have the same shape or size
on both sides

@ at/ot, 2t/ prep 1. used for showing time
o We’ll meet at eleven o’clock. o You must
put your lights on when you drive at night.
o At the weekend, we went to see my moth-
er. o We went to Paris at Easter. 2. used for
showing place o Meet us at the post office.
o She’s got a job at the supermarket. o
He’s not at home, he’s at work. 3. used for
showing speed o The train was travelling
at 200 kilometres an hour. 4. showing di-
rection o She threw her slipper at her
brother. 5. showing cause o She laughed at
my old coat. (NOTE: at is often used after
verbs, e.g. to look at, to point at.)

@ ate /et, eit/ past tense of eat

atheist /'e16i1st/ noun a person who be-
lieves there is no god. Compare agnostic
athlete /'«6li:t/ noun a person who takes
part in sports especially those such as run-
ning

athletic /20'let1k/ adj referring to athlet-
ics

athletics /x0'letiks/ noun organised
sports such as running which are competi-
tions between individuals (NOTE: no plural)
atlas /'&tlas/ noun a book of maps

ATM /1 ti: 'em/ abbr automated teller
machine

@ atmosphere /'ztmosfio/ noun 1. the
air around the Earth o The atmosphere sur-
rounds the Earth to a height of several hun-
dred kilometres. 2. the air in a particular
place o The room had a hot stuffy atmos-
phere. 3. a general feeling [~of] o a friendly
atmosphere o There was an atmosphere of
fear everywhere after the bomb attack.
atmospheric /,ztmos'ferik/ adj 1. re-
ferring to the atmosphere 2. mysterious,
beautiful

@ atom /'ztom/ noun the smallest part of
a chemical element that can exist inde-
pendently

atom bomb /'&tom bom/ noun a bomb
using nuclear energy

® atomic /o'tomik/ adj relating to the
energy produced if an atom is split apart
atomic bomb /5,tomik 'bom/ noun
same as atom bomb

atone /a'toun/ (atones, atoning, atoned)
verb to do something which shows that you
are sorry for doing something wrong
(formal) (NOTE: + atonement n)
atrocious /o'troufos/ adj very bad

atrocity /o'trositi/ (plural atrocities)
noun an extremely evil act
@ attach /o'tzt[/ (attaches, attaching,
attached) verb to fasten something to
something else o The gate is attached to
the post. o I am attaching a copy of my pre-
vious letter.
attached /o'taet [t/ adj having a strong
liking for someone or something o She’s
very attached to her old dog.
attachment /o'tatmont/ noun1. some-
thing which can be attached to something
else 2. a strong liking for someone or
something [~to] o Everyone had known of
his attachment to her. 3. a document at-
tached to an email
@ attack /o'teek/ noun 1. the act of trying
to hurt someone or something o They made
an attack on the town. 2. a criticism o He
launched an attack on the government. 3. a
sudden return of a particular illness o She
had an attack of malaria. m verb (attacks,
attacking, attacked) to try to hurt someone
or to hit someone o Three men attacked her
as she walked home. o The old lady was at-
tacked by muggers. < under attack in the
situation of being attacked o The town is
under attack from rebel guerrillas.
@® attacker /o'teeko/ noun a person who
attacks someone or something o Can you
describe your attacker?
@® attain /o'temn/ (attains, attaining, at-
tained) verb to reach a particular status or
rank o He attained the position of manager:
o All six students attained full marks in this
part of the exam.
attainment /o'ternmont/ noun success
in achieving something or reaching a par-
ticular goal
@ attempt /o'tempt/ noun an act of try-
ing to do something o She attempted to lift
the box onto the table. o an attempt on
someone’s life the action of trying to kill
someone m verb (attempts, attempting, at-
tempted) to try to do something, especially
something difficult o I’ll attempt another
trip to collect the books when my car has
been repaired. o She attempted to lift the
box onto the table.
@ attend /o'tend/ (attends, attending,
attended) verb 1. to be present at an event
o Twenty-five people attended the wedding.
o They organised a meeting, but only one
or two people attended. 2. to listen careful-
ly o Students should attend carefully to the
teacher’s instructions.

attend to phrasal verb to give careful

thought to something and deal with it



attendance

attendance /o'tendons/ noun 1. the fact
of being present at an event 2. the number
of people present at an event (NOTE: no plu-
ral)

attendant /o'tendont/ noun a person on
duty in a public place such as a museum

@ attention /o'tenfon/ noun 1. the act of
concentrating on what you are doing o
Don’t distract the driver’s attention. o
Please give the talk on safety procedures
your full attention. o to pay attention to to
concentrate on something and think about
it carefully o Pay attention to the instruc-
tions in the leaflet. o Don’t pay any atten-
tion to something you can ignore some-
thing o Don’t pay any attention to what she
says — she’s making it up. 2. special care,
help or extra work o The garden is large
and needs a lot of attention. o The children
were quiet and shy but responded well to
the special attention they were given. o
medical attention treatment by doctors
and nurses o That cut needs urgent medical
attention. 3. the position of a soldier, stand-
ing straight, with heels together and look-
ing straight ahead o The guards stood to at-
tention at the entrance to the palace. ¢ for
the attention of words written on a letter to
show that it is intended for a particular per-
son to deal with it ¢ to attract (someone’s)
attention to make someone notice some-
one or something o The new play has at-
tracted a lot of press attention or attention
in the press.

attention span /o'tenfon spen/ noun
the length of time that someone can con-
centrate effectively on a particular job or
activity

attentive /o'tentiv/ adj listening careful-
ly

attic /'etik/ noun a room or space at the
top of a house under the roof

@ attitude /'etitju:d/ noun 1. a way of
thinking o What is the government’s atti-
tude to the problem? 2. the position of your
body, e.g. standing or sitting o His portrait
shows him in a thoughtful attitude.

@ attorney /o't3ini/ (plural attorneys)
noun a lawyer (especially US)

@ attract /o'trekt/ (attracts, attracting,
attracted) verb to make someone want to
come to a place or want to become in-
volved in something such as a business o
The shops are lowering their prices to at-
tract more customers. o The exhibition at-
tracted hundreds of visitors. o We must see
if we can attract more candidates for the

Jjob. o to be attracted to someone to feel a
sexual interest in someone

@® attraction /o'trekfon/ noun 1. a rea-
son for liking someone or something o The
flat’s main attraction is its closeness to the
centre of town. 2. something which attracts
people o The Tower of London is a great
tourist attraction.

@ attractive /o'trektiv/ adj 1. pleasant
to look at o They found the mountain scen-
ery very attractive. o She’s an attractive
woman. 2. having features which people
like o There are some attractive bargains
in the sale. o The rival firm made him a
very attractive offer. (NOTE: + attractive-
ness)

attributable /o'tribjutob(e)l/ adj proba-
bly the cause of something

attribute! /ztribjuit/ noun a quality
that someone has

attribute? /o'tribjuzt/ (attributes, attrib-
uting, attributed) verb o The accident was
attributed to faulty brakes. o to attribute
something to something or someone to
say that something was caused by some-
thing else, or that something was done by
someone o The accident was attributed to
faulty brakes. o The remark was attributed
to his father.

attributive /o'tribjutiv/ adj (of an adjec-
tive) which comes before a noun and de-
scribes it

atypical /er'tipik(o)l/ adjnot typical
aubergine /'oubo3ziin/ noun a dark pur-
ple shiny fruit of a small plant, used as a
vegetable

auburn /'o:bon/ adj of a dark reddish-
brown colour

auction /'atkfon/ noun a public sale in
which an object is sold to the person who
offers to pay the highest amount of money
for it m verb (auctions, auctioning, auc-
tioned) to sell something at an auction
auctioneer /o:k[o'n1o/ noun a person
who runs an auction

audacious /o:'de1fos/ adj very brave or
involving great risk

audacity /o:'daesiti/ noun audacious be-
haviour

audible /'5:dib(o)l/ adj which can be
heard

@ audience /'o:dions/ noun the people
watching a performance, e.g. at a theatre or
cinema or on television, or listening to ara-
dio programme o Members of the audience
cheered. (NOTE: takes a singular or plural
verb)



automated teller machine

audio /o:disu/ adj referring to sound

audiovisual /o:diou 'vizual/ adj refer-
ring to sound and pictures that have been
recorded together

audit /'o:dit/ noun 1. an official check of
a company’s accounts 2. a careful exami-
nation of an organisation or a set of proce-
dures to see how good they are

® audition /o:'dif(e)n/ noun a test for
performers such as actors, singers or danc-
ers, to see if they will be given a part in a
play or film o I'm going for an audition for
apartin ‘Hamlet’. m verb (auditions, audi-
tioning, auditioned) 1. to hold an audition
for a performer 2. to do an audition for a
part [~for] o Two hundred children audi-
tioned for the lead role in the film.

auditor /'o:dito/ noun someone whose
job is to check a company’s accounts offi-
cially

auditorium /o:dr'to:riom/ (plural audi-
toriums or auditoria) noun a large hall
used for events such as concerts

augment /o:g'ment/ (augments, aug-
menting, augmented) verb to increase the
amount or value of something (formal)
augur /'o:go/ (augurs, auguring,
augured) verb to be a sign for the future
® August /'o:gost/ noun the eighth
month of the year, the month after July and
before September o My birthday is in Au-
gust. o I left my job last August. (NOTE: Au-
gust 15th or August 15: say ‘the fifteenth of
August’ or ‘August the fifteenth’ or in US
English ‘August fifteenth’.)

@ aunt /a:nt/, Aunt noun the sister of
your mother or father, or the wife of an un-
cle o She lives next door to my aunt. o Say
goodbye to Aunt Anne.

auntie /'amnti/, aunty noun an aunt
(informal)

au pair /ou 'pea/ noun a person, usually a
young woman, who lives with a family in
another country to learn the language
while looking after children and helping to
keep the house clean

aura /'oiro/ noun a general feeling or
quality in a particular situation

aural /'omral/ adj referring to hearing
(NOTE: Do not confuse with oral.)
auspicious /o:'spifas/ adj likely to be
successful

Aussie /'nzi/ (informal) adj Australian m

noun an Australian o There was a group of
Aussies in the restaurant.

austere /o:'st19/ adj 1. with a plain and
simple appearance 2. with only the basic
things you need to live

austerity /o:'steriti/ noun 1. the quality
of being austere 2. poor living conditions
because people do not have much money
authentic /o:'0entik/ adj original, not
false or artificial

authenticate /o:'0entikert/ (authenti-
cates, authenticating, authenticated)
verb to prove that something is authentic
@® author /'5:09/ noun a writer o She is
the author of a popular series of children’s
books.

authorise /'0:0oraiz/ (authorises, au-
thorising, authorised), authorize verb to
give permission for something to be done
authoritarian /o:,6or1'tesrion/ adj con-
trolling people strictly

authoritative /o:'6oritotiv/ adj 1. in a
powerful way, so that people will obey 2.
recognised as expert

authorities /o:'0oritiz/ plural noun the
government

® authority /o:'0oriti/ (plural authori-
ties) noun 1. power to control something o
He has no authority to act on our behalf.
(NOTE: no plural) 2. an organisation that has
control over something o The education
authority pays teachers’ salaries. 3. an ex-
pert o He’s an authority on Greek litera-
ture.

autism /'o:t1z(o)m/ noun a mental condi-
tion which makes people who have it una-
ble to react in the usual way to other people
autobiography /,o:toubar' ngrofi/ (plu-
ral autobiographies) noun a story of the
life of a person written by himself or her-
self (NOTE: +autobiographical adj)
autocrat /'ortokraet/ noun a person who
governs or manages with total power over
the people in a country or organisation (of-
ten as criticism)

autograph /'o:togra:f/ noun a famous
person’s name written in their own writing
for someone to keep (NOTE: + autograph v)
automate /'o:tomert/ (automates, auto-
mating, automated) verb to use machines
to do work which previously was done by
people

automated teller machine
/oitomertid 'telo mo,[itn/ noun a ma-
chine outside a bank from which money
can be obtained when a card is inserted.
Abbreviation ATM (NOTE: The British term
is cashpoint machine.)



automatic

® automatic /,o:to'metik/ adj 1. work-
ing by itself o There is an automatic device
which cuts off the electric current. 2. done
without thinking about it very much o She
gave the receptionist an automatic smile as
she passed. 3. based on an agreement or
existing situation o an automatic fine for
parking
@ automatically /,0:to'matikli/ adv 1.
by a machine, without people having to do
anything 2. without thinking about it very
much o [ signed the bill automatically. 3.
as a result of an agreement or existing situ-
ation o The company automatically retires
people at 60.
automation /,o:to'meif(o)n/ noun the
practice of using machines instead of peo-
ple to carry out work
automobile /'o:tomobi:l/ noun especial-
ly US a car
automotive /,5:to'mout1v/ adj referring
to motor vehicles
autonomous /o:'tpnomos/ adj self-
governing
autonomy /o:'tpnomi/ noun 1. self-gov-
ernment 2. the fact of being able to decide
what to do by yourself, without asking an-
yone else
autopsy /'oitppsi/ (plural autopsies)
noun the examination of the body of a dead
person to find the cause of death
@ autumn /'s:tom/ noun the season of
the year between summer and winter o In
autumn, the leaves turn brown. o We went
on a walking holiday last autumn. o I’ll be
starting my new job in the autumn term.
auxiliary /o:g'ziliori/ noun a person who
helps other workers
auxiliary verb /5:g'ziliori v3:b/ noun a
verb that is used with another verb to show
person, number, mood, tense, or aspect
COMMENT: The auxiliary verbs in English
are be, do and have.
@ available /o'veilob(a)l/ adj able to be
obtained o The tablets are available from
most chemists. (NOTE: + availability n)
avalanche /'&volaintf/ noun a sudden
fall of a large amount of snow down the
side of a mountain
avant-garde /axvop 'ga:d/ adj de-
scribes things such as forms of art or ways
of thinking that are new, original and not
traditional
Ave abbr avenue
avenge /o'vend3/ (avenges, avenging,
avenged) verb to hurt or punish someone
because they have done wrong to you or to
someone close to you o to avenge yourself

on someone to make someone suffer for
something wrong that they have done to
you o She wanted to avenge herself on her
rival.

® avenue /'@vonju:/ noun a wide street
in a town, often with trees along the side
@ average /'‘®v(o)ridz/ noun 1. the
standard that is usual or typical o The jour-
ney time today was much slower than the
bus company’s average. 2. a total calculat-
ed by adding several quantities together
and dividing by the number of different
quantities added [/~for] o the average for
the last three months or the last three
months’ average o The temperature has
been above the average for the time of year.
m adj 1. ordinary or typical o It was an av-
erage working day at the office. o Their
daughter is of above average intelligence.
o above or below average more or less
than is usual or typical 2. not very good o
Their results were only average. 3. calcu-
lated by dividing the total by the number of
quantities o His average speed was 30
miles per hour. m verb (averages, averag-
ing, averaged) to be as an average o Price
increases have averaged 10% per annum.
avert /o'va:t/ (averts, averting, averted)
verb to prevent something happening
aviation /ervi'erf(o)n/ noun the action
of flying aircraft

avid /'evid/ adjextremely keen
avocado /,&vo'ka:dou/ (plural avoca-
dos) noun a fruit which has a thick green or
black skin and pale green flesh with a large
seed inside

® avoid /o'vord/ (avoids, avoiding,
avoided) verb 1. to keep away from some-
one or something o Travel early to avoid
the traffic jams. o Aircraft fly high to avoid
storms. 2. to try to prevent something from
happening o How can we avoid a row? 3. o
to avoid doing something to try not to do
something o He’s always trying to avoid
taking a decision. o You must avoid travel-
ling on Friday evenings.

avoidable /o'vordob(a)l/ adj which can
be or could have been avoided

await /o'wert/ (awaits, awaiting, await-
ed) verb to wait for something

® awake /o'weik/ adj not asleep o It’s 2
o’clock and I'm still awake. m verb
(awakes, awaking, awoke, awoken) 1. to
wake someone up o He was awoken by the
sound of the telephone. 2. to wake up o He
awoke when he heard them knocking on the
door. o They awoke to find a fox in their
tent.



axle

awaken /o'weikon/ (awakens, awaken-
ing, awakened) verb 1. to wake up 2. to
wake someone up

awakening /o'weik(a)nir/ noun a wak-
ing up

® award /o'wo:id/ noun something such
as a prize or a gift of money that is given to
someone [~of/~for] o a design award o He
received an award of £1000. o The school
has been nominated for an award for inno-
vation. m verb (awards, awarding, award-
ed) to give someone something such as a
prize, a degree or diploma, money or a con-
tract to do work o He was awarded first
prize. o She was awarded damages.
award-winning /o'word ,winig/ adj
having won an award or awards

@ aware /o'wed/ adj knowing something
o I'm not aware of any problem. o Is he
aware that we have to decide quickly? ¢
not that | am aware of not as far as I know
o Has there ever been an accident here be-
fore? — Not that I am aware of.

@ away /o'wer/ adv 1. at a particular dis-
tance or time o The nearest shop is three
kilometres away. 2. not here, somewhere
else o The managing director is away on
business. o My assistant is away today. 3.
(in sports) at your opponents’ sports
ground o Our team is playing away next
Saturday. 4. (as emphasis, after verbs)
without stopping o The birds were singing
away in the garden.

® awe /o1/ noun great fear of or respect
for someone o to be in awe of someone to
be frightened of someone o She is in awe of
her father.

® awful /'o:f(o)l/ adj very bad or unpleas-
ant o She felt awful about missing the par-
ty. o He’s got an awful cold. o Turn off the
television — that programme’s awful!

® awfully /'o:f(0)li/ adv very (informal) o
It’s awfully difficult to contact her.

® awkward /'5:kwod/ adj 1. embarrass-
ing or difficult to deal with o awkward
questions 2. difficult to use or deal with be-
cause of shape, size or position o The han-
dle’s a very awkward shape. 3. not conven-
ient o Next Thursday is awkward for me —
what about Friday? 4. (of a person) not re-
laxed or confident on social occasions 5.
(of a person) clumsy and unattractive in ap-
pearance or movement (NOTE: + awkwardly
adv; +awkardness n)

awning /'o:mnig/ noun a roof made of
strong cloth, used to keep the sun or rain
oft

awoke /o'wouk/ past tense of awake
awoken /o'woukon/ past participle of
awake

awry /a'rar/ adj 1. not straight 2. o to go
awry not to happen in the expected way
axe /xks/ noun a tool with a heavy sharp
metal head, used for cutting through some-
thing m verb (3rd person present plural ax-
es, present participle axing, past participle
axed) to get rid of something or someone
axis /'&ksrs/ (plural axes) noun an imagi-
nary line through the centre of a round ob-
ject such as a ball

axle /'zksal/ noun a straight bar, usually
made of metal, which connects the wheels
in a vehicle



b /bi:/, B noun the second letter of the al-
phabet, between A and C

baa /ba:/ (baas, baaing, baaed) verb to
make the sound that a sheep makes with its
voice

babble /'beb(0)l/ noun the sound of peo-
ple talking together o a babble of voices in
the next room m verb (babbles, babbling,
babbled) to speak in a confused way o She
babbled a few words and collapsed. o
What’s he babbling on about?

babe /beib/ noun 1. a baby 2. an attractive
young man or woman o She’s a real babe!
baboon /ba'buin/ noun a type of large
African monkey

® baby /'be1bi/ (plural babies) noun 1. a
very young child o Most babies start to
walk when they are about a year old. o I've
known him since he was a baby. 2. a very
young animal o a baby rabbit (NOTE: If you
do not know if a baby is a boy or a girl, you
can refer to it as it: The baby was sucking its
thumb.)

babyish /'berbiif/ adj like a baby

® baby-sit /'beibi sit/ verb to look after
a child or children in a house, while their
parents are out

bachelor /'bat[olo/ noun a man who is
not married o He’s still a bachelor and I'm
beginning to wonder if he’ll ever get mar-
ried.

bachelor’s degree /'bat [oloz di,griy/
noun a first degree from a university

@ back /bak/ noun 1. the part of the body
which is behind you, between the neck and
top of the legs o She went to sleep lying on
her back. o He carried his son on his back.
o Don’t lift that heavy box, you may hurt
your back. 2. the opposite part to the front
of something o He wrote his address on the
back of the envelope. o She sat at the back
of the bus and went to sleep. o The dining
room is at the back of the house. m adj1. on
the opposite side to the front o He knocked
at the back door of the house. o The back
tyre of my bicycle is flat. 2. (of money)
owed from an earlier date o back pay m adv

1. towards the back of something o She
looked back and waved at me as she left. 2.
in the past o back in the 1950s 3. in the
state that something was previously o Put
the telephone back on the table. o She
watched him drive away and then went
back into the house. o She gave me back
the money she had borrowed. o I'll phone
you when I am back in the office. (NOTE:
Back is often used after verbs: to give
back, to go back, to pay back, etc.) m verb
(backs, backing, backed) 1. to go back-
wards, or make something go backwards o
He backed or backed his car out of the ga-
rage. 2. to encourage and support a person,
organisation, opinion or activity, some-
times by giving money o Her colleagues
were willing to back the proposal. ¢ to put
someone’s back up to annoy someone
back away phrasal verb to go backwards
from something frightening o The little
girl backed away from the dog.
back out phrasal verb 1. to make a car go
backwards out of a place o He backed
(the car) out of the garage into the main
road. 2. to decide not to support a project
o We had to cancel the project when the
bank backed out.
back up® phrasal verb1. to help or sup-
port someone o Nobody would back her
up when she complained about the serv-
ice. o Will you back me up in the vote? 2.
to make a copy of a computer file o Don’t
forget to back up your work before you
go home in the evening. 3. to make a car
go backwards o Can you back up, please
— I want to get out of the parking space.

backache /'bakeik/ noun a pain in the
back

® backbone /'bakboun/ noun 1. the se-
ries of bones which connect together down
the back of a person or an animal o If
you're careful, you ought to be able to lift
the backbone off the fish before eating it. 2.
strength of character o It takes someone
with backbone to stand up to the govern-
ment.



bacterial

backdate /bak'deit/ (backdates, back-
dating, backdated) verb to put an earlier
date on something

backer /'beeko/ noun a person who sup-
ports a project with money o One of the
company’s backers has withdrawn.
backfire / bek'faro/ (backfires, backfir-
ing, backfired) verb 1. (of a car) to make a
loud noise in the engine o The motorbike
backfired several times when I started it
this morning. 2. (of a plan) to go wrong, to
turn out exactly the opposite to what was
expected o He was sure that everything
would go according to plan and had never
even thought it could backfire. o All their
holiday plans backfired when their chil-
dren got chickenpox.

backgammon /'bak ,gemon/ noun a
board game for two people, in which they
move their playing pieces after throwing
two dice

@ background /'bazkgraund/ noun 1.
the part of a picture or view which is be-
hind all the other things that can be seen o
The photograph is of a house with moun-
tains in the background. o His white shirt
stands out against the dark background.
Compare foreground 2. the experiences,
including education and family life, which
someone has had o He comes from a work-
ing-class background. o Her background is
in the restaurant business. 3. information
about a situation [~to] o What is the back-
ground to the complaint? ¢ in the back-
ground while other more obvious or im-
portant things are happening

backhand /'bakhand/ noun a backhand
shot

® backing /'bzkig/ noun 1. financial
support o He has the backing of a French
bank. 2. music played for a singer o She
sings with an Irish backing group.
backlash /'bakle[/ noun a reaction
against something

backlog /'beklpg/ noun a lot of work
which someone has not had time to do yet
® backpack /'bxkpzk/ noun a bag car-
ried on your back

® backpacker /'bakpaka/ noun a per-
son who goes walking for pleasure, carry-
ing a backpack

backpedal /'bak, ped(o)l/ (backpedals,
backpedalling, backpedalled) verb 1. to
move the pedals of a bike backwards 2. to
change your point of view and do the oppo-
site of what you had promised o The gov-
ernment is starting to backpedal over its
pledge to cut taxes. o The minister had to

backpedal rapidly when the papers found
out about his speech.

back seat /,bak 'si:t/ noun a seat in the
back of a vehicle o to take a back seat to
take a less important or active position in
an organisation from choice

back seat driver /bak siit 'drarvo/
noun a passenger in a car who offers the
driver advice

backside /'baksaid/ noun the part of the
body you sit on (informal)

backslash /'beksla [/ noun a keyboard
character (\) in the form of a line that
slopes to the left

backstage /bxk'sterdz/ adv off the
stage in a theatre o The actors gathered
backstage to wait for the audience to settle
down.

back-to-back/ bak to 'bak/ adj, adv1.
with the back of one person or thing
against the back of another o Stand back-
to-back to see who is the tallest. o They put
the chairs back-to-back. 2. happening one
after the other o back-to-back meetings
backtrack /baktrak/ (backtracks,
backtracking, backtracked) verb 1. to go
back 2. to say that you no longer agree with
something that you did or said previously
backup /'beekap/ noun helper, support

backward /'bekwod/ adv US same as
backwards

® backwards /'bekwadz/ adv from the
front towards the back o Don’t step back-
wards. o ‘“Tab’ is ‘bat’ spelt backwards. <
backwards and forwards in one direction,
then in the opposite direction o The police-
man was walking backwards and forwards
in front of the bank.

backwater /'bakwoits/ noun a quiet
country place, away from the capital city
backyard /bxk'ja:d/ noun 1. an en-
closed area behind a house, with a hard
surface o We keep our bikes in the back-
yard. 2. the area in which you live o They
have no idea of what’s going on in their
own backyard. 3. US a piece of land behind
a house

® bacon /'beikan/ noun meat from a pig
which has been treated with salt or smoke,
usually cut into thin pieces

bacteria /bak'tiorio/ plural noun very
small living things, some of which can
cause disease

bacterial /bxk'tioriol/, bacteriological
/baktiario'lnd3z1k(9)l/ adj caused by bac-
teria o a bacterial infection



bad

® bad /bad/ (worse, worst) adj 1. caus-
ing problems, or likely to cause problems o
Eating too much fat is bad for your health.
o We were shocked at their bad behaviour.
2. of poor quality or skill o He’s a bad driv-
er. o She’s good at singing but bad at play-
ing the piano. 3. unpleasant o He’s got a
bad cold. o She’s in a bad temper. o I've
got some bad news for you. o The weather
was bad when we were on holiday in Au-
gust. 4. serious o He had a bad accident on
the motorway.

bad debt / baed 'det/ noun an amount of
money owed to a person or to a company,
which will never be paid

badge /bed3/ noun a small sign attached
to someone’s clothes to show something
such as who someone is or what company
they belong to

badger /'baed3zo/ noun a wild animal,
with short legs and a black and white mark
on the front of its head, which lives in holes
in the ground o Farmers say that cows can
catch TB from badgers.

bad language /bad 'leggwidz/ noun
swearing and rude words

® badly /'badli/ (worse, worst) adv 1.
not well or successfully o She did badly in
her driving test. 2. seriously o He was bad-
ly injured in the motorway accident. 3.
very much o His hair badly needs cutting.
badly off/ badli 'pf/ adjnot having very
much money o When her husband died she
was left quite badly off-

badminton /'badminton/ noun a game
for two or four people, similar to tennis, in
which the players use rackets to hit a shut-
tlecock over a net

badmouth /badmaut/ (badmouths,
badmouthing, badmouthed) verb to criti-
cise someone in a rude or unpleasant way
(informal)

bad-tempered/ bad 'tempad/ adjfeel-
ing angry

baffle /'bef(o)l/ (baffles, baffling, baf-
fled) verb to be unable to understand some-
thing o I’'m baffled as to why the car won’t
start. o The cause of the common cold has
baffled scientists for years.

® bag /bag/ noun 1. a soft container
made of plastic, cloth or paper and used for
carrying things o a bag of sweets o He put
the apples in a paper bag. 2. same as hand-
bag o My keys are in my bag. 3. a suitcase
or other container used for clothes and oth-
er possessions when travelling o Have you
packed your bags yet?

bagel /'beig(a)l/ noun a small hard bread
roll, shaped like a ring

baggage /'baegids/ noun cases and bags
which you take with you when travelling
baggy /'bagi/ (baggier, baggiest) adj (of
clothes) appearing too big for the person
who is wearing them

bagpipes /'bagpaips/ plural noun a mu-
sical instrument used especially in Scot-
land, Ireland and Brittany, which is played
by blowing air into a bag and then pumping
it through pipes

baguette /bx'get/ noun a stick-shaped
loaf of bread

bail /beil/ noun money which an arrested
person, or someone else, pays to a court as
a promise that the person will return to
court for their trial. If they do not return the
court keeps the money. o She was released
on bail of £5000.
bail out phrasal verb 1. to help someone
in difficulty o When he couldn’t pay his
rent, he asked his father to bail him out.
2. to pay money to a court to have a pris-
oner set free o He phoned his lawyer to
see if someone could bail him out. 3. to
remove water from a boat o I'll try to
plug the hole, if you start to bail out.

bailiff /'be1lif/ noun a court official who is
responsible for making sure that court or-
ders are obeyed o The court ordered the
bailiff to seize his property because he had
not paid his debt. o We were having break-
fast when the bailiffs arrived and seized
our car.

bait /bert/ (baits, baiting, baited) verb to
attach bait to a hook o He baited his line
with a worm.

® bake /beik/ (bakes, baking, baked)
verb to cook food such as bread or cakes in
an oven o Mum’s baking a cake for my
birthday. o Bake the pizza for 35 minutes.

® baked beans /beikt 'birnz/ plural
noun dried white beans cooked in tomato
sauce o We had baked beans on toast for
supper. o Can you go to the grocer’s and
get me a tin of baked beans?

baked potato / beikt poa'tertou/ noun a
potato which you bake in the oven, often
cut open when it is cooked and filled with
another food such as cheese or beans

® baker /'beika/ noun a person whose
job is to make bread and cakes o the bak-
er’s a shop that sells bread and cakes o Can
you go to the baker’s and get a loaf of
brown bread?



balmy

bakery /'beikori/ noun a place where
bread and cakes are made for selling to the
public

@ balance /'balons/ noun 1. the quality
of staying steady o The cat needs a good
sense of balance to walk along the top of a
fence. o to keep your balance not to fall
over o to lose your balance to fall down o
As he was crossing the river on the tight-
rope he lost his balance and fell. 2. an
amount of money remaining in an account
o I have a balance of £25 in my bank ac-
count. 3. an amount of money still to be
paid from a larger sum owed o You can pay
£100 now and the balance in three instal-
ments. o The balance outstanding is now
£5000. m verb (balances, balancing, bal-
anced) 1. to stay or stand in position with-
out falling o The cat balanced on the top of
the fence. 2. to make something stay in po-
sition without falling o The waiter bal-
anced a pile of dirty plates on his arm.
balanced /'balonst/ adj 1. not extreme,
having equal quantities o a balanced diet 2.
sensible o to express a balanced opinion
balance sheet /'bazlons [iit/ noun a
statement of a company’s financial posi-
tion at the end of a period of time
balancing act /'belonsiy akt/ noun a
skilful attempt to deal with opposing
groups or opinions, or with a large variety
of jobs

balcony /'belkoni/ noun 1. a small flat
area that sticks out from an upper level of a
building protected by a low wall or by
posts o The flat has a balcony overlooking
the harbour. o Breakfast is served on the
balcony. 2. the upper rows of seats in a the-
atre or cinema o We booked seats at the
front of the balcony.

bald /bo:ld/ adj having no hair where
there used to be hair, especially on the head
o His grandfather is quite bald. o He is be-
ginning to go bald.

balding /'bo:ldiy/ adj going bald
baldly /'bo:ldli/ adv done or said in a
plain and simple way

bale /be1l/ noun a large block of a sub-
stance such as wool, paper or cotton o a
bale of cotton o They used bales of straw to
make walls alongside the racetrack.

balk /bo:k/ verb another spelling of baulk
@ ball /bo:l/ noun 1. a round object used
in playing games, for throwing, kicking or
hitting o They played in the garden with an
old tennis ball. o He kicked the ball into the
goal. 2. any round object o a ball of wool o
He crumpled the paper up into a ball. 3. a

formal dance < to have a ball to enjoy
yourself a lot o You can see from the photos
we were having a ball. < to play ball to
work well with someone to achieve some-
thing o I asked them for a little more time
but they won’t play ball. < to start the ball
rolling to start something happening o I’ll
start the ball rolling by introducing the vis-
itors, then you can introduce yourselves. ¢
to be on the ball to have a lot of skill or
knowledge of something o I’ll ask Mary to
do it — she’s been here a long time and is
really on the ball. ¢; someone won’t play
ball someone won’t cooperate

ballad /'balod/ noun a simple romantic
song

ball boy /'bo:1 bo/ noun a boy who picks
up the balls during tennis games
ballerina /bzlo'riino/ noun a woman
ballet dancer

ballet /'baler/ noun 1. a type of dance,
given as a public entertainment, where
dancers perform a story to music 2. a per-
formance of this type of dance o We went
to the ballet last night.

ball game /'bo:l geim/ noun 1. a game
played with a ball o football, tennis and
other ball games 2. US a game of baseball
ball girl /'bo:1 g3:1/ noun a girl who picks
up the balls during tennis games

® balloon /ba'lu:n/ noun 1. a large ball
which is blown up with air or gas 2. a very
large balloon which rises as the air inside it
is heated, sometimes with a container at-
tached for people to travel in o We went for
a ride in a hot-air balloon. m verb (bal-
loons, ballooning, ballooned) to increase
quickly in size or amount

ballot /'belot/ noun a way of voting in
which voters mark papers with a cross m
verb (ballots, balloting, balloted) 1. to get
people to vote on something o The union is
balloting its members on the strike. 2. to
vote by marking papers with a cross o They
balloted for the place on the committee.
ballot box /'balot boks/ noun a box for
putting voting papers into

ballpoint /'bo:lpomnt/, ballpoint pen
/bailpoint 'pen/ noun a pen which has a
small ball at the tip over which ink flows as
you write o Don’t write in ballpoint, use a
pencil.

ballroom /'bo:lruim/ noun a large room
for formal dances

ballroom dancing
,da:nsiy/ noun formal dancing
balm /ba:m/ noun a soothing ointment
balmy /'ba:mi/ adj pleasantly mild

/'boilruim



Baltic

Baltic /'bo:ltik/ noun the sea south of
Sweden and Finland, and north of Poland o
We spent the summer cruising along the
Baltic coast.

bamboo /bam'bu:/ noun a tall tropical
plant whose stems are used as supports or
in making furniture

® ban /ben/ noun an official statement
which says that people must not do some-
thing [~on] o There is a ban on smoking in
many public places. m verb (banning,
banned, banned) to say officially that peo-
ple must not do something [~from] o She
was banned from driving for three years.

banal /ba'na:l/ adj quite ordinary and un-
interesting

banana /ba'na:no/ noun a long yellow,
slightly curved fruit which grows in hot
countries

@ band /band/ noun 1. a group of people
who play music together o The soldiers
marched down the street, following the
band. o My brother’s in a rock band. 2. a
group of people who do something togeth-
er o Bands of drunken football fans were
wandering around the streets. 3. a narrow
piece of something o Her hair was tied
back with a red band. 4. a long thin mark of
a particular colour o a black tee-shirt with
a broad band of yellow across the front 5. a
range of things taken together o He’s in the
top salary band. o We’re looking for some-
thing in the £10 — £15 price band.

® bandage /'bendid3/ noun a cloth for
putting around an injured part of the body
o The nurse put a bandage round his knee.
o His head was covered in bandages.

® BandAid /'banderd/ trademark US a
small strip of cloth with gauze in the mid-
dle, which can be stuck to the skin to cover
a wound o Let me put a BandAid on your
finger.

B & B abbrbed and breakfast

bandit /'bendit/ noun a robber

bandwagon /'bendwegon/ noun o to
jump on the bandwagon to do what eve-
ryone else is doing o Once the prince had
praised the ecological movement, everyone
wanted to jump on the bandwagon.

bandwidth /'beendwid®/ noun 1. a range
of radio wavelengths 2. the amount of elec-
tronic data that can be sent through an In-
ternet connection or other communication
channel
bandy about phrasal verb to speak or
write certain words

® bang /bay/ noun a sudden noise like
that made by a gun o The car started with
a series of loud bangs. o There was a bang
and the tyre went flat. m verb (bangs, bang-
ing, banged) to hit something hard, so as
to make a loud noise o He banged (on) the
table with his hand. o Can’t you stop the
door banging?
banger /'bayao/ noun an old car o I'm
surprised his old banger is still on the
road.
bangle /'baengol/ noun a metal bracelet
worn round the wrist or ankle
® banish /'banif/ (banishes, banish-
ing, banished) verb 1. to send someone to
live a long distance away, usually out of the
country, or in a distant part of the country,
as a punishment [~to] o He was banished to
a small island. 2. to send someone away
from a particular place [~from/~to] o She
was banished from the front desk to a little
office on the fifth floor. 3. to get rid of
something bad or unpleasant o The aim is
to banish poverty by the year 2010.
banjo /'be&ndzou/ (plural banjos or ban-
joes) noun a stringed instrument with a
round body and a long neck
® bank /bapk/ noun 1. a business which
holds money for people, and lends them
money o [ must go to the bank to get some
money. o She took all her money out of the
bank to buy a car. o How much money do
you have in the bank? 2.1and along the side
of ariver o He sat on the river bank all day,
trying to catch fish. o There is a path along
the bank of the canal. 3. a long pile of
earth, sand, snow or other substance o The
road was blocked by banks of snow blown
by the wind. m verb (banks, banking,
banked) to store money in a bank o [/
banked the cheque as soon as it arrived. o
Have you banked the money yet?

bank on phrasal verb to be sure that

something will happen
@ bank account /'begk o,kaunt/ noun
an arrangement which you make with a
bank to keep your money safely until you
want it o to open a bank account to start
keeping money in a bank o He opened a
bank account when he started his first job.
bank balance /'bapk bzlons/ noun
the amount of money someone has in a
bank account
bank card /'bapk ka:d/ noun a plastic
card you use with a cheque to make a pay-
ment
banker /'bayks/ noun a person who has
a senior post in a bank



bargain

@ bank holiday / bagk 'holider/ noun
a public holiday when most people do not
go to work and the banks are closed

® banking /'begkiy/ noun the work that
banks do o Some supermarkets now offer
banking services.

banknote /'begknout/ noun a piece of
paper money

® bankrupt /'bapkrapt/ noun a person
who cannot pay his or her debts o A bank-
rupt cannot be a member of parliament.
bankruptcy /'bapkraptsi/ noun being
bankrupt

bank statement /'bzpk  stertmont/
noun a written document from a bank
showing the balance of an account
banquet /'begkwit/ noun a formal din-
ner for important guests

banter /'bento/ noun talk with joking
comments

bap /bap/ noun a soft flat white bread roll
baptise /bxp'taiz/ (baptises, baptising,
baptised), baptize verb 1. to receive some-
one into the Christian religion in a ceremo-
ny involving sprinkling or covering with
water 2. to give a baby a name when it is
baptised

baptism /'beptiz(o)m/ noun a religious
ceremony where someone, usually a baby,
is welcomed into the Christian church and
given a Christian name after being sprin-
kled with holy water o All the family came
together for the baptism.

@ bar /ba:/ noun 1. a long piece of some-
thing hard o The yard was full of planks
and metal bars. o a bar of soap, a bar of
chocolate a thick piece of soap or choco-
late 2. a solid piece of a substance such as
chocolate or soap 3. a place where you can
buy and drink alcohol o Let’s meet in the
bar before dinner. m prep except o All of the
suppliers replied bar one. o All bar two of
the players in the team are British. m verb
(bars, barring, barred) 1. to block some-
thing [~to] o The road was barred by the
police. o The path is barred to cyclists. 2. o
to bar someone from doing something to
prevent someone officially from doing
something o He was barred from playing
football for three months.

barbarian /ba:'beorion/ noun a wild and
uncivilised person

barbaric /ba:'berik/ adj cruel and un-
civilised

barbarous /'ba:boros/ adj very cruel
(formal)

® barbecue /'ba:bikju:/ noun1. a metal
grill for cooking food on out of doors o
Light the barbecue at least half an hour be-
fore you start cooking. 2. food cooked on a
barbecue o Here is a recipe for chicken
barbecue. 3. a meal or party where food is
cooked out of doors o We had a barbecue
for twenty guests. o They were invited to a
barbecue. m verb (barbecues, barbecuing,
barbecued) to cook something on a barbe-
cue o Barbecued spare ribs are on the
menu. o She was barbecuing sausages for
lunch when it started to rain.

barbed /ba:bd/ adj (of a remark) sharply
critical o He made some barbed comments
about her singing.

® barbed wire /,ba:bd 'waro/ noun a
type of wire with sharp spikes, used to
make fences

barbell /'ba:bel/ noun a long metal bar
with a weight at each end which is used in
weightlifting

barber /'ba:ba/ noun a person who cuts
men’s hair

barbiturate /ba:'bit furat/ noun a drug
which sends you to sleep

bar chart /'ba: tfa:t/ noun a diagram
where quantities are shown as thick col-
umns of different heights

bar code /'ba: koud/ noun printed verti-
cal lines containing information which can
be read by a computer

® bare /beo/ (barer, barest) adj 1. not
covered by clothes or shoes o He walked
on the beach in his bare feet. o I can’t sit in
the sun with my arms bare. 2. without any
kind of cover o They slept on the bare
floorboards. o They saw the bare bones of
dead animals in the desert. 3. without
leaves o bare branches 4. with just what is
really needed and nothing extra o We only
took the bare essentials when we went trav-
elling. o She thought £100 was the bare
minimum she would accept. (NOTE: Do not
confuse with bear.)

barefoot /'beafut/ adj, adv without shoes
o She walked barefoot in the grass. o The
children were barefoot.

® barely /'besli/ adv almost not o She
barely had enough money to pay for her
ticket. o He barely had time to get dressed
before the police arrived. o The noise is
barely tolerable.

® bargain /'ba:gin/ noun 1. something
bought more cheaply than usual o The car
was a real bargain at £500. 2. an agree-
ment between two people or groups of peo-
ple m verb (bargains, bargaining, bar-



barge

gained) to discuss the terms of an agree-
ment or sale & more than or not what you
bargained for different, usually worse,
than you had expected < into the bargain
as well as other things o The plane was late
and they lost my suitcase into the bargain.
bargain on phrasal verb to expect some-
thing o I hadn’t bargained on it being so
wet. o She’s bargaining on someone
dropping out so that she can take their
place.
barge /ba:dz/ (barging, barged) verb
barge in phrasal verb to arrive or inter-
vene in an unwelcome way
bar graph /'ba: gra:f/ noun same as bar
chart
baritone /'beritoun/ noun a singer with
a voice which is higher than a bass and
lower than a tenor o The baritone sang a
duet with the soprano.
bark /ba:k/ noun. the hard outer layer of
a tree 2. the loud sound a dog makes o The
dog gave a bark as we came into the house.
m verb (barks, barking, barked) to be mis-
taken o They don’t know what the real
problem is — they’re barking up the wrong
tree. & his bark is worse than his bite he
is not as frightening as he seems o Don’t be
afraid of Aunt Bessie — her bark is much
worse than her bite.
barley /'ba:li/ noun a common cereal
crop grown in temperate areas
barmaid /'ba:meid/ noun a woman who
serves drinks in a bar (dated)
barman /'ba:mon/ (plural barmen) noun
a man who serves drinks in a bar
bar mitzvah /ba: 'mitsvo/ noun a cere-
mony where a Jewish boy is made a full
member of his community at the age of 13
barmy /'ba:mi/ (barmier, barmiest) adj
not sensible (informal)
barn /ba:n/ noun a large farm building for
storing produce or for keeping animals or
machinery
barometer /bo'romito/ noun an instru-
ment which measures changes in atmos-
pheric pressure and can be used to forecast
the weather
baron /'bzron/ noun 1. a nobleman of a
low rank in the UK 2. the title given to a life
peer in the UK 3. a powerful person (NOTE:
Do not confuse with barren.)
barracks /'baroks/ noun a building
where soldiers are housed o The soldiers
marched into their barracks.
barrage /'bzra:3/ noun 1. a large amount
of questions or complaints [~of] o He faced

a barrage of questions from reporters when
he arrived at the airport. 2. heavy gunfire,
or a mass of things thrown o The enemy
started an artillery barrage. o The police
were met by a barrage of stones and bot-
tles. 3. a dam made of a wall of soil or
stones which blocks a river o They built a
barrage to help control the water level in
the river.

® barrel /'baral/ noun 1. a container with
curved sides for storing liquid o a barrel of
beer o a wine barrel 2. the tube of a gun out
of which a bullet is fired

barren /'beron/ adj (of living things) not
able to produce young, or not fertile o a
barren cow (NOTE: Do not confuse with bar-
on.)

barricade /beri'kerd/ noun a pile of
something such as stones or burnt cars,
which is used to block a street or entrance
o Protesters built barricades across sever-
al of the main streets. m verb (barricades,
barricading, barricaded) to build a barri-
cade across somewhere o Protesters barri-
caded the streets. o They barricaded the
doors and windows. o to barricade your-
self in or inside to block a door or window
with furniture and other things so that no
one else can get inside o He barricaded
himself inside the flat.

® barrier /'berio/ noun 1. a bar or fence
which blocks a passage o He lifted the bar-
rier and we drove across the border. 2. an
action or problem that makes it difficult for
something to happen [~to] o Lack of quali-
fications can be a barrier to employment.
barring /'ba:riy/ prep unless something
is the case

barrister /'beeristo/ noun a lawyer who
can present cases in court. » bar
bartender /'ba:tends/ noun a person
who serves behind a bar

barter /'ba:to/ (barters, bartering, bar-
tered) verb to discuss the price for some-
thing and try to have it reduced o They had
to barter for the things they bought in the
market.

@ base /bers/ noun 1. the bottom part of
something o The table lamp has a flat base.
2. a place where you work from [~for] o He
lives in London but uses Paris as a base for
business visits in France. 3. something
from which something else develops or is
produced [~for] o The report will provide a
good base for making some changes. m
verb (bases, basing, based) 1. to use
something or somewhere as a base [~on] o
The theory is based on research done in



bathe

Russia. 2. to have a particular place as your
main home or place of work [~at/in] o She’s
based at head office or in Edinburgh. 3. to
use something as a model for something
else [~on] o The book is based on her moth-
er’s life. o His theory was based on years
of observations.

@ baseball /'bersbo:l/ noun1. an Amer-
ican game for two teams of nine players, in
which a player hits a ball with a long, nar-
row bat and players from the other team try
to catch it 2. the hard ball used in playing
baseball

baseball cap /'beisbo:l keep/ noun a
soft cotton cap with a large peak

-based /beist/ suffix 1. produced or de-
veloped from o a milk-based dessert 2. liv-
ing or working at a particular place o a
London-based company

baseline /'beislain/ noun the line at the
back of a tennis court, etc.

basement /'beismont/ noun a floor in a
building below ground level

bash /b |/ noun 1. a knock o I see your
car has had a bash. 2. a party o Are you go-
ing to Jane's bash tomorrow? wm verb
(bashes, bashing, bashed) to hit hard o
When she fell down she bashed her head on
the chair. o He was bashing stakes into the
ground with a mallet.

bashful /'ba[f(o)l/ adj shy and embar-
rassed

@ basic /'bersik/ adj very simple, or at
the first level o Being able to swim is a ba-
sic requirement if you are going canoeing.
o Knowledge of basic Spanish will be
enough for the job.

@ basically /'beisikli/ adv considering
only the most important information and
not the details o Basically, he’s fed up with
his job.

basil /'baz(a)l/ noun a herb with strongly
scented leaves which is used especially in
Italian cooking

basilica /bo'zilike/ noun an important
Catholic church o St Peter’s Basilica is the
most important church in Rome.

basin /'bers(o)n/ noun 1. same as wash-
basin 2. a large or small bowl, especially
one for holding or mixing food items

@ basis /'bersts/ (plural bases) noun 1.
the general facts on which something is
based [~for] o What is the basis for these
proposals? o on the basis of based on o
The calculations are done on the basis of
an exchange rate of 1.6 dollars to the
pound. 2. the general terms of an agree-
ment o She is working for us on a tempo-

rary basis. o Many of the helpers at the
hospice work on a voluntary basis.

bask /ba:sk/ (basks, basking, basked)
verbto lie happily in warm sunshine or in a
pleasant atmosphere

@ basket /'ba:iskit/ noun a container
made of thin pieces of wood, wire or fibre
woven together

@ basketball /'ba:skitba:l/ noun a
game played by two teams of five players
who try to throw the ball through an open
net hung high up at each end of the playing
area

bass! /be1s/ noun 1. a male singer with a
low-pitched voice 2. a guitar with a low-
pitched sound m adj relating to a low-
pitched voice or music o He has a pleasant
bass voice. Compare tenor

bass? /be1s/ noun a type of edible fresh-
water fish

bassoon /ba'suin/ noun a long wooden
wind instrument, with a low tone

® bastard /'ba:stod/ noun 1. a person
whose parents are not married o Technical-
ly speaking, many children are born bas-
tards nowadays. 2. a nasty person or nasty
thing (generally offensive) o The bastard
walked out of the restaurant without pay-
ing. o The written driving test is a real bas-
tard.

bastion /'bastion/ noun a place which
protects a particular way of living or set of
opinions

® bat /bat/ noun 1. a piece of wood used
for hitting a ball o a baseball bat o a crick-
et bat 2. a small animal with skin flaps like
wings that flies at night and hangs upside
down when resting

batch /betf/ noun a number of things
made at one time

@ bath /ba:6/ noun (plural baths) 1. a
large container in which you can sit and
wash your whole body o There’s a wash-
basin and a bath in the bathroom. 2. the
process of washing your whole body o to
have a bath to wash your whole body in a
bath m verb (baths, bathing, bathed) to
wash yourself or someone else in a bath o
She’s bathing the baby. o Do you prefer to
bath or shower? (NOTE: Do not confuse with
bathe.)

bathe /be1d/ (bathes, bathing, bathed)
verb 1. to go into water to swim or wash o
Thousands of people come to bathe in the
Ganges. 2. to wash a cut or damaged part
of the body carefully o A nurse bathed the
wound on his arm. 3. US to have a bath o /
just have enough time to bathe before my
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dinner guests arrive. (NOTE: Do not confuse
with bath.)

bathrobe /'ba:6roub/ noun a loose coat
of towelling, worn when you get out of a
bath o She came out of the bathroom
dressed in a pink bathrobe.

@ bathroom /'ba:6rum/ noun1. aroom
in a house with a bath, a washbasin and
usually a toilet o The house has two bath-
rooms. 2. US a room containing a toilet o
Where’s the bathroom? o Can I use your
bathroom, please?

bathtub /'ba:6tab/ noun US the contain-
er in which you sit and wash your body

baton /'baton/ noun 1. a large stick used
to hit with o The crowd was stopped by a
row of policemen carrying batons. 2. a thin
white stick used to conduct an orchestra 3.
a stick which is passed from runner to run-
ner in a relay race

batsman /'baetsmon/ (plural batsmen)
noun the player who is batting in a cricket
match

battalion /bo'tljon/ noun a section of
the army, usually commanded by a lieuten-
ant-colonel

batter /'bato/ noun 1. a liquid mixture of
flour, milk and usually eggs o fish coated
in batter and fried 2. (in baseball) the play-
er who has the bat and hits the ball m verb
(batters, battering, battered) to hit often o
He was accused of battering the baby to
death.

battered /'batod/ adj old and in a bad
condition o a battered old car

@ battery /'bet(o)ri/ (plural batteries)
noun an object that fits into a piece of elec-
trical equipment to provide it with electric
energy o My calculator needs a new bat-
tery. o The battery has given out so I can’t
use my radio. o My mobile phone has a re-
chargeable battery.

@ battle /'b&t(0)l/ noun 1. an occasion
when large groups of soldiers fight each
other using powerful weapons [~for/~of] o
Many soldiers died in the first battle for the
bridge. o Wellington won the Battle of Wa-
terloo. 2. an attempt to prevent something
unpleasant and difficult to deal with
[~against/~for] o a constant battle for better
living standards o He lost his battle
against cancer. m verb (battles, battling,
battled) to try to prevent something un-
pleasant and difficult to deal with
[~against/~with/~for]

battlefield /'bat(o)lfi:ld/, battleground
/'baet(a)lgraund/ noun a site of a battle

battlements /'bat(o)lmonts/ plural
noun the top part of a castle wall, with plac-
es where soldiers could shoot at attackers o
Soldiers were firing from the battlements.
battleship /'bat(o)lf1p/ noun the largest
type of warship, with big guns

baulk /bo:k/ (baulks, baulking, baulked)
verb to refuse to do something which is
dangerous or unpleasant (NOTE: also
spelled balk)

bawl /bo:l/ (bawls, bawling, bawled) verb
to shout loudly

® bay /bei/ noun 1. an area along a coast
where the land curves inwards o a shel-
tered bay 2.a marked or enclosed area used
for a particular purpose o a bay marked
‘Reserved Parking’

bay leaf /'ber li:f/ noun an aromatic leaf
of a bay tree which is used in cooking
bayonet /' beronit/ noun a sharp blade fit-
ted at the end of a rifle o The soldiers were
ordered to fix bayonets.

bay window /ber 'windou/ noun a win-
dow which sticks out from a flat wall
bazaar /bs'za:/ noun a market in South
Asia, the Middle East or North Africa o We
visited the busy bazaar to try to buy spices.
BBC noun the British national radio and
TV company o We were listening to the
BBC news or to the news on the BBC. o The
BBC broadcasts to many countries in the
world. o A BBC reporter wanted to inter-
view her. Full form British Broadcasting
Corporation

BBQ abbrbarbecue

BC used after a date to show that it is after
the birth of Jesus Christ. Full form before
Christ. Compare AD (NOTE: Sometimes
BCE (before the Common Era) is used to
avoid referring to Jesus Christ.)

@ be /b1, bi/ (1st person present singular
am, 2nd person present singular are, 3rd
person present singular is, 1st person
present plural are, 2nd person present plu-
ral are, 3rd person present plural are,
present subjunctive be, 1st person singular
past indicative was, 2nd person singular
past indicative were, 3rd person singular
past indicative was, 1st person plural past
indicative were, 2nd person plural past in-
dicative were, 3rd person plural past indica-
tive were, past subjunctive were, past parti-
ciple been) verb 1. used for describing a
person or thing o Our house is older than
yours. o She is bigger than her brother. o
Lemons are yellow. o The soup is hot. o Put
on your coat — it is cold outside. o I'm cold
after standing waiting for the bus. o Are
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you tired after your long walk? 2. used for
showing age or time o He’s twenty years
old. o She will be two next month. o It is
nearly ten o’clock. o It is time to get up. o
September is the beginning of autumn. 3.
used for showing price o Onions are 80p a
kilo. o The cakes are 50p each. o My car
was worth £10,000 when it was new. 4.
used for showing someone’s job o His fa-
ther is a bus driver. o She wants to be a
teacher. 5. used for showing things such as
size, weight, height, etc. o He’s 1.70m tall.
o The room is three metres square. o Our
house is ten miles from the nearest station.
6. to add up to o Two and two are four. 7.
used for showing that someone or some-
thing exists or is in a particular place o
There was a crowd of people waiting for
the shop to open. o There were only two
people left on the bus. o Where are we? o
There’s your hat!

@ beach /bi:t[/ noun an area of sand or
small stones by the edge of the sea
beacon /'bitkon/ noun a light which
warns about something or shows ships or
aircraft the way to go

bead /bi:d/ noun 1. a little piece of wood,
plastic or glass, with a hole in it, which is
used to make a necklace or other decora-
tion o She was wearing a string of red
beads. o Beads are back in fashion again.
2. a small drop of liquid o Beads of sweat
formed on his brow.

beagle /'bi:g(a)l/ noun a breed of dog
used for hunting

® beak /bi:k/ noun the hard part of a
bird’s mouth

beaker /'bi:ka/ noun 1. a drinking cup
with or without a handle, sometimes with a
lid and spout if intended for very small
children o We’ll use these glasses and the
children can have the plastic beakers. o
She’s just started to drink from a beaker. 2.
a glass jar used in chemical experiments o
You need a beaker and a Bunsen burner for
this experiment.

beam /bi:m/ noun 1. along block of wood
or metal which supports a structure, espe-
cially aroof o You can see the old beams in
the ceiling. 2. a ray of light o The beam
from the car’s headlights shone into the
barn. o Beams of sunlight came through
the coloured glass. m verb (beams, beam-
ing, beamed) to give a big happy smile
[~at] o The little girl beamed at him.

® bean /bi:n/ noun a seed or the long thin
pod of various different plants, that is
cooked and eaten

@ bear /bea/ noun a large wild animal
covered with fur m verb (bears, bearing,
bore, borne) 1. to carry or support some-
thing o The letter bore a London postmark.
o Will this branch bear my weight? 2. to ac-
cept something bad or unpleasant in a calm
way o She bore the bad news bravely. o be
unable to bear someone or something to
strongly dislike someone or something o /
can’t bear the smell of cooking fish. ¢ to
bear something in mind to remember
something that might change a decision o
Bear in mind that it takes 2 hours to get
there. o Bear me in mind when you're look-
ing for help.

bear out phrasal verb to confirm some-

thing

bear up phrasal verb to survive cheerful-

ly

bear with phrasal verb to wait patiently

for someone to do something
bearable /'bearob(e)l/ adjwhich you can
accept even though it is unpleasant
® beard /b1ad/ noun the hair growing on
a man’s chin and cheeks o a long white
beard
bearer /'beara/ noun 1. a person who car-
ries or brings something [~of] o Flag bear-
ers walked in front of the groups of sol-
diers. o He said he was the bearer of bad
news. 2. a person who owns a legal docu-
ment such as a cheque o This card entitles
the bearer to a discount.
® bearing /'beariy/ noun 1. one of a set
of little balls inside which an axle turns o
The bearings in the bicycle wheel had to be
replaced. 2. a calculation to show where
you are o You need a compass to take a
bearing. o to find or get your bearings to
find out where you are o Give me a few mo-
ments to get my bearings. 3. the way a per-
son carries his or her body < to have a or
some or no bearing on something a or
some or no connection to or effect on
something o The letter had no bearing on
the result of the trial. ¢ to lose your bear-
ings to get lost o I'm sorry I'm late, but |
didn’t have a map and lost my bearings.
bear market /'bes ;ma:kit/ noun a peri-
od when prices on the stock market fall as
shareholders sell shares, because they
think share prices will fall further. Com-
pare bull market
® beast /bi:st/ noun 1. a wild animal 2. a
nasty person o The beast! He left nothing
for anyone else.
@ beat /bi:t/ noun a regular pattern of
sound o They danced to the beat of the
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drums. » heartbeat m verb (beats, beating,
beat, beaten) 1. to make a regular sound o
His heart was still beating when the ambu-
lance arrived. o Her heart beat faster as
she went into the interview. 2. to hit some-
thing or someone hard o He was beaten by
a gang of youths. 3. to win a game against
another player or team [~at] o We beat the
Australians at cricket last year. o Their
football team beat us by 10 goals to 2.
beat down phrasal verb 1. to make some-
one reduce a price o I beat down his price
or I beat him down. 2. to fall hard on o
The sun was beating down so we looked
for some shade. o The rain beat down on
the marchers.
beat up® phrasal verb 1. to whip cream,
eggs or another food o Beat up the mix-
ture in a big bowl. 2. to attack someone o
Three muggers beat him up and stole his
wallet.
@ beating /'bi:tin/ nounthe act of hitting
or defeating
beautician /bju:'tif(a)n/ noun a person
who makes people beautiful by applying
makeup
® beautiful /'bju:tif(o)l/ adj 1. physical-
ly very attractive o We have three beautiful
daughters. 2. pleasant to look at o a beau-
tiful house o the beautiful colours of the
autumn leaves 3. pleasant or enjoyable o
What beautiful weather for a walk.
beautifully /'bju:tif(o)li/ adv in a very
pleasing way
beautify /'bju:tifar/ (beautifies, beauti-
fying, beautified) verb to make someone or
something beautiful
@ beauty /'bju:ti/ (plural beauties) noun
1. the quality of being beautiful o an object
of great beauty o the beauty of the tall trees
against the background of the blue lake 2.
a beautiful woman or a beautiful thing o At
18 she was a real beauty. o Look at these
apples, they’re real beauties.
beauty spot /'bju:ti spot/ noun a fa-
mous beautiful place
beaver /'bi:vo/ noun an American animal
with soft brown fur, sharp teeth and a broad
flat tail, which lives in water o Beavers cut
down young trees to build their homes.
became /bi'kemm/ past tense of become
® because /bi'knz/ conj for the reason
that follows o I was late because I missed
the train. o The dog’s wet because he’s
been in the river. & because of as a result
of o The plane was delayed because of bad
weather.

beckon /'bekon/ (beckons, beckoning,
beckoned) verb to make a sign with your
hand telling someone to come to you [~to]
o The nurse beckoned to her to come into
the room.

® become /br'’kam/ (becomes, becom-
ing, became, become) verb 1. to change to
something different o The sky became dark
and the wind became stronger. o They be-
came good friends. o As she got older she
became rather deaf. o It soon became ob-
vious that he didn’t understand a word of
what I was saying. 2. to start to work as o
He wants to become a doctor.

® bed /bed/ noun 1. a piece of furniture
for sleeping on o Lie down on my bed if
you're tired. o to go to bed to get into your
bed for the night o She always goes to bed
at 9 o’clock. o to make a bed to make a
bed tidy or change the bedclothes after
someone has slept in it o You can’t go into
your hotel room because the beds haven’t
been made. o Have you made your bed? 2.
a piece of ground for particular plants to
grow in o a strawberry bed o a rose bed 3.
the ground at the bottom of water o the
sandy bed of a river o a river bed
bedclothes /'bedkloudz/ plural noun
sheets and blankets which cover a bed o
She woke up when all her bedclothes fell
off.

bedding /'bediy/ noun 1. sheets, blan-
kets and other items for a bed; bedclothes
o When you rent a cottage the bedding is
usually provided. 2. a soft material such as
hay for an animal to sleep on
bedraggled /br'drag(s)ld/ adjdirty, un-
tidy and wet

bedrock /'bedrok/ noun 1. the bottom
layer of rock under the earth 2. basic prin-
ciples o Socialism is the bedrock of the
party’s manifesto.

® bedroom /'bedru:m/ noun a room
where you sleep o My bedroom is on the
first floor. o The hotel has twenty-five bed-
rooms. o Shut your bedroom door if you
want to be quiet.

bedside /'bedsaid/ noun the side of a
bed

bedspread /'bedspred/ noun a decorat-
ed cloth put over a bed

® bedtime /'bedtaim/ noun the time
when you go to bed

bee /bi:/ noun an insect which makes hon-
ey, and can sting you

beech /bi:t[/ noun same as beech tree
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beech tree /'bi:t[ tri/ noun a common
hardwood tree o Beech trees are common
on the chalk hills in the south of England.
beef /bi:f/ noun meat from a cow o roast
beef o beef stew

beefburger /'bi:fba:go/ noun a cake of
grilled minced beef, usually served in a roll
beefy /'bi:fi/ adj big and muscular o a
strong, beefy looking man

beehive /'bitharv/ noun a box for bees to
make a nest in

@ been /bi:n/ past participle of be

beep /bi:p/ noun an audible warning
sound o The printer will make a beep when
it runs out of paper. m verb (beeps, beep-
ing, beeped) to make a beep o The compu-
ter beeped when I hit the wrong key. ; bleep
@ beer /bia/ noun 1. an alcoholic drink
made from grain and water o Can I have a
glass of beer? (NOTE: no plural) 2. a glass or
bottle of beer o Three beers, please.

beet /bi:t/ noun US beetroot o Boil young
fresh beets, and serve them with butter
beetle /'bi:t(a)l/ noun an insect with hard
covers that protects its folded wings
beetroot /'birtruit/ noun a vegetable
with a dark red root, eaten cooked, usually
in a salad

befall /br'fo:1/ (befalls, befalling, befell,
befallen) verb to happen to (archaic or liter-
ary)

befit /br'fit/ (befits, befitting, befitted)
verb to suit

® before /b1'fo:/ prep earlier than o They
should have arrived before now. o You
must be home before 9 o’clock. o G comes
before H in the alphabet. m conjearlier than
o The police got there before I did. o Think
carefully before you start to answer the
exam questions. o Wash your hands before
you have your dinner. o Before you sit
down, can you switch on the light? m adv
earlier o I didn’t see him last week, but I
had met him before. o Why didn’t you tell
me before?

® beforehand /br'fo:hand/ adv in ad-
vance

befriend /bi'frend/ (befriends, be-
friending, befriended) verb to become
friendly with someone and help them

beg /beg/ (begs, begging, begged) verb
1. to ask for things like money or food o
She sat begging on the steps of the station.
o Children were begging for food. 2. to ask
someone in an emotional way to do some-
thing or give something o His mother
begged him not to go.

® began /bi'gen/ past tense of begin
beggar /'bega/ noun a person who lives
by asking for money o There are lots of
beggars outside the railway stations.

® begin /bi'gin/ (begins, beginning, be-
gan, begun) verb 1. to start, or start some-
thing o The meeting will begin at ten
o’clock. o We began the session with intro-
ductions and getting to know each other. o
His surname begins with an S. o to begin
again to start a second time o She played a
wrong note and had to begin again. 2. to
start doing something o The weather is be-
ginning to warm up. o The children began
chasing each other. ¢ to begin with at first
o To begin with, I travelled by train but
now I cycle every day.

® beginner /br'gina/ noun a person who
is starting to learn something or do some-
thing o The course is for absolute begin-
ners. o I can’t paint very well — I'm just a
beginner.

® beginning /bi'giniy/ noun the first
part o The beginning of the film is rather
boring.

begrudge /bi'grads/ (begrudges, be-
grudging, begrudged) verb to feel resent-
ment because of something someone has
or does

® begun /bi'gan/ past participle of be-
gin

behalf /br'ha:f/ noun o on behalf of
someone, on someone’s behalf acting for
someone o She is speaking on behalf of the
trade association. o He was chosen to
speak on the workers’ behalf.

® behave /bi'herv/ (behaves, behaving,
behaved) verb to act in a particular way
[~towards] o He behaved very pleasantly
towards his staff. o She was behaving in a
funny way. o to behave (yourself) to be po-
lite and good o If you don’t behave, chil-
dren, we won’t go to see the film.

@ behaviour /br'hervjos/ noun a way of
doing things [~towards] o Local people
complained about the behaviour of the
football fans. o His behaviour towards her
was quite natural.

behead /bi'hed/ (beheads, beheading,
beheaded) verb to cut off someone’s head
® behind /bi'haind/ prep 1. at the back
of o They hid behind the door. o I dropped
my pen behind the sofa. o He was second,
only three metres behind the winner. 2. re-
sponsible for o The police believe they
know who is behind the bombing cam-
paign. 3. supporting o All his colleagues
were behind his decision. o We're behind
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you! m adv1. at the back o He was first, and
the rest of the runners were a long way be-
hind. 2. later than you should be o I am be-
hind with my correspondence. o The com-
pany has fallen behind schedule with its
deliveries.

beige /be13/ adj, noun very pale brown o
He was wearing a beige pullover.

@ being /'bi:g/ noun 1. a person 2. a liv-
ing thing, especially one that is not easily
recognised 3. a spiritual or magical force o
He dreamt he was being supported by su-
pernatural beings. 4. a state of existing ¢
to come into being to start to exist o The
association came into being in 1946.
belated /b1'lertid/ adjcoming or happen-
ing later than it should

belch /belt [/ noun the action of allowing
air in the stomach to come up through the
mouth o He finished his meal and let out a
loud belch. m verb (belches, belching,
belched) 1. to make air in the stomach
come up through the mouth o He wiped his
mouth and belched. 2. also belch out to
produce large amounts of smoke, fumes or
flames o Dark smoke belched from the
power station.

beleaguered /bi'lirgod/ adj surrounded
by difficulties or by enemies

belie /bi'lav (belies, belying, belied) verb
1. to hide o His brusque manner belies his
gentle nature. 2. to show that something is
false o His exam results belied his teach-
ers’ reports.

@® belief /br'li:f/ noun a strong feeling
that something is true [~in] o his firm belief
in the power of law o her strong belief in
God < beyond belief incredible o That she
did not know that there were drugs in the
parcel is quite beyond belief.

believable /b1'li:vob(a)l/ adj which can
be believed

@ believe /br'li:v/ (believes, believing,
believed) verb 1. to be sure that something
is true, although you can’t prove it [~(that)]
o I don’t believe his story. o People used to
believe that the earth was flat. 2. used
when you are not absolutely sure of some-
thing [~(that)] o I don’t believe we’ve met.
believer /br'lizva/ noun a person who be-
lieves in a particular religion or idea
belittle /br'lit(o)l/ (belittles, belittling,
belittled) verb to make something seem un-
important

@ bell /bel/ noun 1. a metal object shaped
like a cup which makes a ringing noise
when hit by a piece of metal inside it o
They rang the church bells at the wedding.

2. any object designed to make a ringing
noise, especially one that uses electricity o
The alarm bell rings if you touch the door.
o The postman rang the door bell. o You
ought to have a bell on your bicycle. ¢ to
ring a bell orany bells to sound familiar or
remind you of something o Does the name
Forsyth ring a bell?

belligerent /bo'lidzoront/ adj 1. want-
ing to go to war, or being at war o The
country has turned increasingly belligerent
towards its neighbours. 2. aggressive,
wanting to argue with other people o Ask
the manager about it tomorrow, he’s in a
belligerent mood at the moment.

bellow /'belou/ (bellows, bellowing, bel-
lowed) verb 1. to make a loud cry o He bel-
lowed with pain. o The bull was bellowing
in the farmyard. 2. to shout o He bellowed
to the swimmers to come back to the beach.

® belly /'beli/ (plural bellies) noun the
stomach and intestines (informal)

belly button /'beli ,bat(o)n/ noun same
as navel (informal)

® belong /br'loy/ (belongs, belonging,
belonged) verb 1. to be kept in the usual or
expected place o That book belongs on the
top shelf. 2. to be happy to be somewhere
or with a group of people o Within a week
in my new job I felt I belonged. 3. o to be-
long to an organisation to be a member of
an organisation o They still belong to the
tennis club. o to belong to someone to be
the property of someone o Does the car re-
ally belong to you? o to belong to some-
thing to be part of or connected to some-
thing o French belongs to the family of lan-
guages that developed from Latin. 4. o to
belong with to be a part of or connected to
something else o These knives belong with
the set in the kitchen.

belongings /bi'loyinz/ plural noun per-
sonal property o Her belongings were scat-
tered all over the room. o Please be sure to
take all your personal belongings with you
when you leave the aircraft.

® below /bi'lou/ adv lower down o
Standing on the bridge we looked at the
river below. o These toys are for children
of two years and below. m prep lower down
than o The temperature was below freez-
ing. o In Singapore, the temperature never
goes below 25°C. o Do not write anything
below this line. o These tablets should not
be given to children below the age of
twelve. o Can you see below the surface of
the water?



besides

@® belt /belt/ noun a strap which goes
round your waist to hold up a skirt or trou-
sers o She wore a skirt with a bright red
belt.
belt up phrasal verb (informal) 1. to stop
talking 2. to attach your seat belt o Make
sure everyone in the car belts up.

bemused /bi'mju:zd/ adj puzzled and
confused

@ bench /bent [/ noun a long seat for sev-
eral people o We sat down on one of the
park benches.

benchmark /'bentfma:k/ noun a stand-
ard for testing against

@ bend /bend/ noun a curve in something
such as a road or a pipe [~in] o Don’t drive
too fast, there’s a sudden bend in the road.
o The pipe under the sink has an awkward
bend in it. m verb (bends, bending, bent) 1.
to move your shoulders and head into a
lower position o He bent to pick up the lit-
tle girl. o You can reach it if you bend to the
left. 2. to make something curve o You will
have to bend the pipe to fit round the cor-
ner. 3. to move a jointed part of your body
o Bend your knees slightly. 4. to have the
shape of a curve o The road bends sudden-
ly after the bridge.
bend down phrasal verb to move to a
lower position, so that your head is lower
than your waist o He bent down to pick
up the little girl.
bend over phrasal verb to move to a dif-
ferent or a lower position o You can read
it if you bend over to the left. o Bend over
till you can touch your toes. ¢ to bend
over backwards for someone or to do
something to do everything you can to
help someone o Their friends bent over
backwards for or to support the family af-
ter the accident.

bendy /'bendi/ adj 1. easily bent o a
bendy toy 2. having many bends o a bendy
road

@ beneath /bi'ni:0/ prep under o There
are dangerous rocks beneath the surface of
the lake. o The river flows very fast be-
neath the bridge. m advunderneath (formal)
o They stood on the bridge and watched the
river flowing beneath.

beneficial /beni'fif(o)l/ adj having a
helpful effect

® beneficiary / bent'fifori/ (plural ben-
eficiaries) noun 1. a person who inherits
something in a will o The main beneficiar-
ies were his three children. 2. someone, or
a group, that is helped by something o Who

will be the main beneficiaries of this new
law?

@ benefit /'benifit/ noun 1. an advantage
o What benefit would I get from joining the
club? o for someone’s benefit specially
for someone o You are not doing it just for
my benefit, are you? 2. a payment from the
government to someone who needs finan-
cial help o unemployment benefit o mater-
nity benefit m verb (benefits, benefiting,
benefited) 1. to be useful to someone o The
book will benefit anyone who is planning
to do some house repairs. 2. to get an ad-
vantage from something

Benelux /'benilaks/ noun the countries
of Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxem-
bourg as a group

benevolent /bo'nev(o)lont/ adj good
and kind

benign /ba'nam/ adj kind and pleasant
® bent! /bent/ adj curved or twisted o
These nails are so bent we can’t use them.
bent? /bent/ s bend

bequest /br'kwest/ noun the giving of
property or money to someone in a will
bereaved /bi'rizvd/ adj who has a close
relative or friend who has died o We sent
our condolences to the bereaved families.
bereavement /bi'rirzvmont/ noun the
loss of a friend or relative through death
beret /'berer/ noun a round cap without a
peak, worn by men or women

berry /'beri/ (plural berries) noun a small
round fruit with several small seeds inside
(NOTE: Do not confuse with bury.)

berth /b3:0/ noun 1. a place where a ship
stays in a harbour o There are no berths
[free — the ferry will have to wait at anchor
outside the harbour for a while. 2. a bunk
bed on a ship or train o Do you want the up-
per or lower berth?

@ beside /br'saird/ prep at the side of
someone or something o Come and sit
down beside me. o The office is just beside
the railway station. ¢ it’s beside the point
it’s got nothing to do with the main subject
o Whether or not the coat matches your hat
is beside the point — it’s simply too big for
you.

@ besides /bi'saidz/ prep as well as o
They have two other cars besides the big
Ford. o Besides managing the shop, he also
teaches in the evening. o besides being or
doing something in addition to being or
doing something m adv used for adding an-
other stronger reason for something o /
don’t want to go for a picnic — besides, it’s
starting to rain.



besiege

besiege /b1'si:d3/ (besieges, besieging,
besieged) verb to surround a building, or a
town or city

@ best /best/ adjbetter than anything else
o She’s my best friend. o He put on his best
suit to go to the interview. o What is the
best way of getting to London from here? o
best regards, best wishes a greeting sent
to someone o Give my best wishes to your
father. m noun the thing which is better than
anything else o The picture shows her at
her best. m advin the most effective or suc-
cessful way o The engine works best when
it’s warm. o Oranges grow best in hot
countries. o Which of you knows London
best? ¢ all the best best wishes for the fu-
ture < as best you can in the best way you
can, even though this may not be perfect ¢
to do your best to do as well as you can ¢
to make the best of something to take any
advantage you can from something ¢ to
make the best of a bad job to accept a bad
situation cheerfully ¢ to the best of some-
one’s ability as well as possible o I'll help
you to the best of my ability. ¢ to the best
of my knowledge as far as I know ¢ best
regards, best wishes a greeting sent to
someone o Give my best wishes to your fa-
ther. ¢ as best you can in the best way you
can, even though this may not be perfect o
He repaired the dent in the car door as best
he could.

best man /best 'man/ noun the man
who helps the bridegroom at a wedding

bestow /bi'stou/ (bestows, bestowing,
bestowed) verb to give something (formal)

bestseller /best'selo/ noun an item, es-
pecially a book, which sells very well

@ bet /bet/ noun a sum of money which is
risked by trying to say which horse will
come first in a race or which side will win
a competition [~on] o I've got a bet on Bra-
zil to win the next World Cup. m verb (bets,
betting, bet or betted) to risk money by
saying which horse you think will come
first in a race or which team will win a
competition [~on] o She bet £30 on the
horses. < | bet (you) (that) or I'll bet (you)
(that) I’'m sure that o I bet you she’s going
to be late

betray /bi'trer/ (betrays, betraying, be-
trayed) verb 1. to harm someone by telling
their secrets o He was betrayed by his best
friend. o The scientist was accused of be-
traying secrets to the enemy. 2. to show a
feeling which you want to keep hidden o
The tears in her eyes betrayed her emotion.

betrayal /br'treral/ noun the act of giving
someone’s secrets to an enemy, or of not
doing what you had promised to do

@ better /'beto/ adj 1. good when com-
pared to something else o The weather is
better today than it was yesterday. o His
latest book is better than the first one he
wrote. o She’s better at maths than Eng-
lish. o Brown bread is better for you than
white. o We will shop around to see if we
can get a better price. 2. healthy again o /
had a cold last week but I'm better now. o
I hope your sister will be better soon. m adv
more successfully than something else o
She sings better than her sister. o My old
knife cuts better than the new one. o to
think better of something to decide that
something is not a good idea o He was go-
ing to drive to London, but thought better
of it when he heard the traffic report on the
news. ¢ for the better in a way which
makes a situation less unpleasant or diffi-
cult o Her attitude has changed for the bet-
ter since we reviewed her responsibilities.
& had better or would be better it would
be sensible to o She’d better go to bed if
she’s got flu. o It would be better if you
phoned your father now.

better off/ betor 'nf/ adjin a better posi-
tion
® betting /'betiy/ noun the placing of
bets

® between /br'twiin/ prep 1. with peo-
ple or things on both sides o There’s only a
thin wall between his office and mine, so [
hear everything he says. o Don’t sit be-
tween him and his girlfriend. 2. connecting
two places o The bus goes between Oxford
and London. 3. in the period after one time
and before another o I'm in a meeting be-
tween 10 o’clock and 12. o Can you come
to see me between now and next Monday?
4. within a range between two amounts or
numbers o The parcel weighs between four
and five kilos. o Cherries cost between £2
and £3 per kilo. 5. used for comparing two
or more things o Sometimes it’s not easy to
see a difference between blue and green. o
She could choose between courses in Ger-
man, Chinese or Russian. 6. among ¢ be-
tween you and me speaking privately ¢ in
between with things on both sides o
There’s only a thin wall between his bed-
room and mine, so I hear everything he
says on the phone. ¢ in between in the
middle, with something on both sides

beverage /'bev(o)ridsz/ noun a drink
(formal)



bilateral

beware /bi'wea/ verb to be careful about
something that might be dangerous or
cause a problem o Beware of cheap imita-
tions. o You need to beware of being per-
suaded to spend more than you can afford.
bewilder /bi'wildo/ (bewilders, bewil-
dering, bewildered) verb to puzzle some-
one

bewildered /bi'wildod/ adj confused or
puzzled

bewildering /bi'wild(e)riy/ adj confus-
ing or puzzling

bewilderment /br'wildomont/ noun a
state of confusion or of being puzzled
bewitch /br'wit[/ (bewitches, bewitch-
ing, bewitched) verb to cast a spell on
someone

® beyond /b1'jond/ prep 1. further away
than o The post office is beyond the bank.
2. outside the usual range of something o
The delivery date is beyond our control. o
I can’t accept new orders beyond the end of
next year. 3. later than o The party went on
beyond midnight.

bhangra /'baggra/ noun a style of dance
music which mixes Punjabi folk music
with Western pop music

biannual /bar'znjusl/ adj happening
twice a year (NOTE: Do not confuse with bi-
ennial.)

bias /'baras/ noun a fixed opinion in one
direction only

biased /'baiast/ adj prejudiced

bib /b1b/ noun a little piece of cloth which
is tied round a baby’s neck, under its chin
o Don’t forget to put his bib on when he’s
eating spinach.

@® Bible /'baib(o)l/ noun 1. the holy book
of the Christian religion 2. bible an impor-
tant and useful reference book o She keeps
an old French recipe book in the kitchen —
it’s her bible.

bibliography /,bibli'pgrafi/ noun a list
of publications about a special subject
biceps /'baiseps/ noun a muscle formed
of two parts, especially the muscle in the
front of the upper arm

bicker /'bika/ (bickers, bickering, bick-
ered) verb to quarrel about something

® bicycle /'baisik(o)l/ noun a vehicle
with two wheels which you ride by pushing
on the pedals o He goes to school by bicy-
cle every day. o She’s going to do the shop-
ping on her bicycle. o He’s learning to ride
a bicycle.

® bid /b1d/ noun 1. an offer to buy some-
thing at a particular price [~for] o His bid

for the painting was too low. 2. an attempt
to do something [~for] o she made a bid
for power she tried to seize power m verb
(bids, bidding, bade or bid, bidden or bid)
to make an offer to buy something at an
auction [~for] o He bid £500 for the car.
bidding /'bidiy/ noun 1. a command 2.
offers made at an auction o The bidding
started at £200 and rose quickly.

bidet /'bi:der/ noun a small low bath for
washing your bottom

biennial /bar'eniol/ adj (of an event)
which happens every two years o The ath-
letics competition is a biennial event.
(NOTE: Do not confuse with biannual.)

@ big /big/ (bigger, biggest) adjof a large
size o I don’t want a small car — I want a
big one. o His father has the biggest res-
taurant in town. o I’'m not afraid of him —
I’'m bigger than he is. o We had a big order
from Germany.

bigamy /'bigomi/ noun the crime of
someone going through a ceremony of
marriage to someone when they are al-
ready married to someone else (NOTE: +
bigamist n)

Big Brother /big 'brado/ noun an au-
thority which controls and watches other
people

big business /big 'biznis/ noun very
large commercial companies, seen as a
group

big cheese /,big 'tfi:z/ noun an impor-
tant person (informal) (NOTE: no plural)

big money /big 'mani/ noun a lot of
money (informal)

big name/ big 'nerm/ noun an important
person (informal)

bigot /'bigat/ noun a person with a nar-
row-minded attitude to religion or politics
bigotry /'bigatri/ noun an attitude where
you dislike something strongly for no par-
ticular reason

big shot /'big [pt/ noun an important
person (informal)

bigwig /'bigwig/ noun an important per-
son (informal)

@ bike /baik/ noun a bicycle (informal) o
She was knocked off her bike by a car. o He
goes to school by bike. o If the weather’s
good, we could go for a bike ride.

biker /'baika/ noun a person who rides a
motorcycle

bikini /br'kini/ noun a woman’s small
two-piece swimsuit

bilateral /bar'let(o)rol/ adj involving
two groups of people



bile

bile /bail/ noun 1. a thick bitter brownish-
yellow fluid produced by the liver, which
helps to digest fatty substances 2. angry or
bitter feelings (literary)

bilingual /bar'liggwal/ adj using two
languages

@ bill /b1l/ noun 1. a piece of paper show-
ing the amount of money you have to pay
for something [~for] o a bill for more than
£200 o Ask the waiter for the bill. o Don’t
forget to pay your gas bill. 2. same as beak
3. a proposal which, if passed by parlia-
ment, becomes law o Parliament will con-
sider the education bill this week. o He has
drafted a bill to ban the sale of guns. 4. US
a piece of paper money o a 10-dollar bill
billboard /'bilbo:d/ noun especially US a
large outdoor panel for posters (NOTE: The
British term is hoarding.)

billiards /'biliadz/ noun a game played
on a table, where two players with long
cues hit their own white ball against a red
ball or the opponent’s ball, scoring points.
Compare snooker (NOTE: billiards loses
the ‘s’ when it is used before another noun:
a billiard table.)

billing /'biliy/ noun 1. the position a per-
former has on an entertainment pro-
gramme or advertisement 2. the preparing
and sending out of bills to customers
billion /'biljon/ noun 1. one thousand
million o The government raises billions in
taxes each year. 2. one million million
(dated) 3. a great many [~of] o Billions of
Christmas cards are sent every year. (NOTE:
In US English billion has always meant one
thousand million, but in British English it for-
merly meant one million million, and it is still
sometimes used with this meaning. With fig-
ures it is usually written bn: $5bn say five
billion dollars’.)

billow /'bilou/ (billows, billowing, bil-
lowed) verb 1. to become full of air o The
sails of the yachts billowed in the breeze. 2.
to move in large waves o Smoke billowed
out of the building.

bimbo /'bimbau/ noun an attractive but
rather stupid girl (informal offensive)

@ bin /bin/ noun 1. a container for putting
rubbish in o Don’t throw your litter on the
floor — pick it up and put it in the bin. 2. a
container for keeping things in o a bread
bin m verb (bins, binning, binned) to throw
something away into a rubbish bin o He
Jjust binned the demand for payment.

@ bind /baind/ (binds, binding, bound,
bound) verb 1. to tie someone’s hands or
feet so they cannot move o They bound her

arms with a rope. 2. to tie something or
someone to something else o Bind the
sticks together with strings. o They bound
him to the chair with strips of plastic. 3. to
force someone to do something o The con-
tract binds him to make regular payments.
4. to put a cover on a book o The book is
bound in blue leather.

binder /'bainds/ noun a stiff cover for pa-
pers o Write to the publisher to get a free
binder for your magazines.

binding /'baindiy/ noun the cover of a
book o The book has a leather binding.
binge /bind3/ noun a time when someone
drinks too much alcohol, eats too much or
does something else too much o After last
night’s binge he had to stay in bed. o She
went on a chocolate binge which lasted the
whole summer. o Shopping binges are not
uncommon during sales time. (NOTE: +
binge v)

bingo /'bingou/ noun a game of chance,
where each player has a card with numbers
on it. Numbers are called out, and when
you have marked off a whole row of num-
bers, you win. o She goes to play bingo
every Friday night. o He won quite a lot at
bingo.

® binoculars /br'nokjuloz/ plural noun
powerful glasses for looking at things
which are too far away to see clearly (NOTE:
binoculars has no singular. If you want to
indicate one item, say ‘a pair of binoculars’.)
biochemistry /barou'kemistri/ noun
the science and study of the chemistry of
living things (NOTE: + biochemist n)
biodegradable / baroudi'greidob(o)l/
adj which can easily be broken down by
bacteria, the sun or sea water
biodiversity /baroudar'vaisiti/ noun
the number of species in a certain area
biographer /bai'ngrofo/ noun a person
who writes the story of someone’s life
biography /bai'vgrofi/ (plural biogra-
phies) noun the story of someone’s life
biological / baro'lodzik(o)l/ adj 1. refer-
ring to living things o the biological bal-
ance in the North Sea 2. using harmful mi-
croorganisms o biological warfare (NOTE:
+ biologically adv)

biologist /bai'plod3ist/ noun a scientist
who does research in biology

® biology /bai'plod3i/ noun the study of
living things

biopsy /'baropsi/ (plural biopsies) noun
an operation to remove a small piece from
someone’s body for examination



bitten

biotechnology /baroutek'nolodsi/
noun technology which uses different liv-
ing materials such as cells for science or in-
dustry

birch /ba:t[/ noun a northern tree with
small leaves and a white outer layer which
comes off in strips o the birch forests of
Russia

@ bird /b3:d/ noun1. an animal which has
wings and feathers and is usually able to
fly 2. a young woman (informal; usually
used by men and sometimes regarded as
offensive by women)

bird’s-eye view /,ba:dz a1 'vju:/ noun a
view from high up looking down

Biro /'bairou/ trademark a type of ball-
point

@ birth /b3:6/ noun the occasion of being
born o He was a big baby at birth. o to give
birth to a baby to have a baby o She gave
birth to a boy last week. < by birth accord-
ing to the country someone’s parents come
from o He is French by birth.

birth certificate /'b3:6 so,tifikot/ noun
an official paper showing the date on
which someone was born, together with
details of the parents

birth control /'b3:6 kon,troul/ noun the
practice of trying to avoid becoming preg-
nant

@® birthday /'ba:6der/ noun the date on
which someone was born o April 23rd is
Shakespeare’s birthday. o My birthday is
on 25th June. o What do you want for your
birthday?

birthmark /'b3:0ma:k/ noun a mark on
the skin which a baby has from birth, and
which usually cannot be removed
birthplace /'ba:0pleis/ noun 1. the place
where someone was born o They visited
Shakespeare’s birthplace in Stratford. 2.
the place where something was invented o
China was the birthplace of gunpowder.
birth rate /'b3:0 reit/ noun the number of
children born per thousand of the popula-
tion

® biscuit /'biskit/ noun a small flat, usu-
ally sweet, hard cake

bisexual /bar'sekfuol/ adj sexually at-
tracted to both men and women. Compare
heterosexual, homosexual

® bishop /'bifop/ noun 1. a Christian
church leader o the Bishop of London 2. in
chess, a piece which moves diagonally o
She took both his bishops in three moves.

bison /'bais(e)n/ noun a large wild ani-
mal with long hair, which used to be com-
mon in Europe and North America

bistro /'bi:strou/ (plural bistros) noun a
small restaurant

@ bit /bit/ noun 1. alittle piece o He tied
the bundle of sticks together with a bit of
string. o Would you like another bit of
cake? 2. the smallest unit of information
that a computer system can handle m verb
past participle of bite ¢ to bits 1. into little
pieces 2. very much o thrilled to bits ¢ to
come orfall to bits to fall apart o The chair
has come to bits. ¢ to take something to
bits to take something apart in order to re-
pair it o He’s taking my old clock to bits.
abit alittle o The painting is a bit too dark.
o She always plays that tune a bit too fast.
o Let him sleep a little bit longer. o Can
you wait a bit? I'm not ready yet. o Have
you got a piece of wood a bit bigger than
this one? < for a bit for a short period of
time o Can you stop for a bit? I'm getting
tired. < bit by bit not all at the same time,
little by little o He paid back the money he
owed, bit by bit. o He inched forward, bit
by bit, towards the edge of the cliff.

bitch /b1t [/ noun1. a female animal, espe-
cially a female dog o They have two dogs —
a male and a bitch. o The bitch has given
birth to five puppies. 2. an unpleasant
woman (offensive slang) o That bitch is go-
ing round spreading rumours about me. u
verb (bitches, bitching, bitched) to com-
plain (slang)

bitchy /'bit [i/ adj making unpleasant re-
marks about someone (slang)

@ bite /bait/ verb (bites, biting, bit, bit-
ten) 1. to cut someone or something with
your teeth [~into] o The dog tried to bite the
cat. o She bit into the pie. 2. (of an insect)
to make a small hole in your skin which
turns red and itchy o She’s been bitten by a
mosquito. m noun 1. a small amount of food
that you cut with your teeth in order to eat
it o She took a big bite out of the sandwich.
2. a bite, a bite to eat a small meal 3. a
place on someone’s body where it has been
bitten (NOTE: Do not confuse with byte.)
bite-sized /'bait saizd/ adjsmall enough
to put in your mouth

biting /'bartiy/ adj1. very cold o A biting
wind blew across the valley. 2. (of a criti-
cism) very unkind o He ended his review
with some biting remarks about the cos-
tumes.

@ bitten /'bit(a)n/ past participle of bite



bitter

® bitter /'bito/ adj 1. not sweet o This
black coffee is too bitter. 2. angry because
something is not fair o She was very bitter
about the way the company treated her. 3.
causing great disappointment or unhappi-
ness o Losing her job was a bitter blow. 4.
cold and unpleasant o a bitter wind
bitterly /'bitali/ adv strongly o He bitter-
ly regrets what he said.
bitterness /'bitonas/ noun 1. a bitter
taste 2. angry feelings o His bitterness at
being left out of the England team was very
obvious.
bitter-sweet /'bito swi:t/ adj 1. smelling
or tasting both bitter and sweet 2. causing
feelings of both happiness and sadness
bitty /'biti/ adj made up of unconnected
parts
bivouac /'bivuak/ noun a simple shelter
made from branches and leaves
bizarre /b1'za:/ adj very strange
blab /bleb/ (blabs, blabbing, blabbed)
verb to tell someone a secret (informal)
@ black /blek/ adj 1. having a very dark
colour, the opposite to white o a black and
white photograph o He was wearing a
black suit. o She has black hair. 2. belong-
ing to a race of people with dark skin,
whose families are African in origin m
noun the darkest colour o This picture had
a border of black and gold.
black out phrasal verb 1. to become un-
conscious o I suddenly blacked out and 1
can’t remember anything more. 2. to
make all the lights switch off over a large
area o The storm blacked out half the
town.
black-and-white /blzk on 'wait/ adj
1. (of an image) not in colour 2. clear-cut
and simple
black belt /'blek belt/ noun a person
who has achieved the highest level of skill
in an activity such as judo, or the belt
which represents this achievement
® blackberry /'blekb(e)ri/ (plural
blackberries) noun 1. a small black fruit
that grows on a bush o For dessert we’re
having blackberry and apple pie. 2. the
bush this fruit grows on o We had to strug-
gle through blackberry bushes which had
grown over the path. (NOTE: A wild black-
berry is also called a bramble.)
® blackbird /'blekbs:d/ noun a com-
mon garden bird with black feathers and a
yellow beak
® blackboard /'bleekbo:d/ noun a dark
board which you can write on with chalk,

especially on the wall of a classroom
(NOTE: now often called a ‘chalkboard’)
black box /blek 'boks/ noun a piece of
equipment carried in an aircraft which
records what happens during a flight, in-
cluding conversations between pilots and
the control tower

® blackcurrant /blek'karont/ noun a
small black fruit which is usually eaten
cooked o a jar of blackcurrant jam o The
blackcurrants need more sugar — they’re
very sour.

blacken /'blakon/ (blackens, blacken-
ing, blackened) verb to make black
black eye / blek 'a/ noun bruising and
swelling around an eye, caused by a blow
blackhead /'blazkhed/ noun a blocked
area which shows up as a very small black
dot on the skin

black hole /blak 'houl/ noun an area in
space which pulls light into it

black ice /blxk 'ars/ noun a dangerous
layer of thin ice on a road

blacklist /'bleeklist/ noun a list of things
or people that are not approved of o His
name is on the blacklist. m verb (blacklists,
blacklisting, blacklisted) to put someone
or something on a blacklist o The company
has been blacklisted by the government.
black magic /blek 'medzik/ noun
magic used for evil purposes

blackmail /'blekmeil/ verb (blackmails,
blackmailing, blackmailed) to threaten to
do something harmful to someone unless
they do what you want o They tried to
blackmail the government into releasing
prisoners of war. m noun the act of black-
mailing o The government will not give in
to terrorist blackmail. (NOTE: + blackmail
v)

black mark /blak '‘ma:k/ noun a bad re-
port

black market /blek 'ma:kit/ noun
buying and selling goods in a way which is
not allowed by law

blackout /'blazkaut/ noun 1. an occasion
on which you become unconscious o He
must have had a blackout while driving. 2.
a period when there is no electricity, or
when there are no lights o The snowstorm
caused a blackout.

black pepper /blak 'pepa/ noun pepper
from whole dried pepper seeds
blacksmith /'bleksmi6/ noun 1. a per-
son who works with red-hot iron, making it
into different shapes with a hammer o She
asked the blacksmith to make her a new
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garden gate. 2. a person who repairs and
fits horseshoes o The blacksmith was shoe-
ing a horse.

black spot /'blek spot/ noun a place on
a road where accidents often happen
black tie /blek 'tay noun a formal style
of dress for men that includes a smart black
jacket and a black bow tie

bladder /'bleedo/ noun the bag-shaped
organ inside the body where urine collects
before being passed out of the body o She
is taking antibiotics for a bladder infec-
tion.

® blade /blerd/ noun 1. a sharp cutting
part o the blades of a pair of scissors o Be
careful — that knife has a very sharp blade.
2. a thin leaf of grass 3. one of the long flat
parts that spin round on some aircraft en-
gines or that keep a helicopter in the air o a
propeller blade

blah /bla:/ noun boring talk or writing
(informal)

@ blame /bleim/ noun criticism for hav-
ing done something wrong [~for] o I’m not
going to take the blame for something I
didn’t do. o to get the blame for some-
thing to be accused of something o Who
got the blame for breaking the window? —
Me, of course! o to take the blame for
something to accept that you were respon-
sible for something bad m verb to say that
someone is responsible for something
[~for/~on] o Blame my sister for the awful
food, not me. o He blamed the accident on
the bad weather. o to be to blame for to be
responsible for something o The manager
is to blame for the bad service. < | don’t
blame you I think you’re right to do that o
I don’t blame you for being annoyed, when
everyone else got a present and you didn’t.
¢ you have only yourself to blame no one
else is responsible for what happened o
You have only yourself to blame if you
missed the chance of a free ticket.
blameless /'bleimlas/ adj not guilty
bland /bleend/ adj 1. dull and boring, and
often not giving any information o He gave
a bland reply. 2. without much flavour o
Some people don’t like avocados because
they find them too bland. o The sauce
needs more herbs — it’s far too bland.

® blank /blayk/ adj (of paper) not con-
taining any information, sound or writing,
e.g. o She took a blank piece of paper and
drew a map. o Have we got any blank tapes
left? m noun an empty space, especially on
a printed form, for something to be written
in ¢ to go blank to be unable to remember

something o I went blank when they asked
what I was doing last Tuesday. o When he
asked for my work phone number, my mind
Jjust went blank.
blank out phrasal verb 1. to cross out or
cover a piece of writing o The surname
had been blanked out. 2. to try to forget
something deliberately o She blanked out
the days or the memory of the days imme-
diately after the car crash.
blank cheque /blegk 'tfek/ noun 1. a
cheque which has been signed, but without
any details o Her father gave her a blank
cheque for her birthday and told her to fill
in any amount she liked. 2. total freedom to
do anything o The planners have been giv-
en a blank cheque to do what they like with
the town centre.
® blanket /'bleegkit/ noun1. a thick cov-
er which you put over you to keep warm o
He woke up when the blankets fell off the
bed. o She wrapped the children up in
blankets to keep them warm. 2. a thick lay-
er o a blanket of leaves o A blanket of snow
covered the fields. o The motorway was
covered in a blanket of fog. 3. a barrier to
protect something [~of] o a blanket of se-
crecy m adj affecting everything or every-
one o a blanket ban on smoking
blankly /'bleegkli/ adv not showing any
reaction or emotion o When the teacher
asked him about his homework he just
stared at her blankly.
blank verse /blegk 'v3is/ noun poetry
which does not rhyme
blare /blea/ (blares, blaring, blared) verb
to make a loud unpleasant noise o The
night club has music blaring away in the
middle of the night. o He drives around
with his radio blaring. (NOTE: + blare n)
blasphemy /'blasfomi/ noun being rude
about God, religion or established princi-
ples
blast /bla:st/ noun 1. an explosion o Sev-
eral windows were shattered by the blast.
2. a strong current of wind o an icy blast
from the north 3. a sharp loud sound from
a signal or whistle o Three blasts of the
alarm means that passengers should go on
deck. m verb (blasts, blasting, blasted) to
damage or remove something with a bomb
or explosives o The burglars blasted their
way into the safe. o The road builders
blasted through the hill.
blast off phrasal verb (of a spacecraft) to
leave the ground o The rocket blasted off
from Cape Canaveral yesterday morn-

ing.
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blast-off /'bla:st of/ noun the time when
a spacecraft takes off

blatant /'bleit(o)nt/ adj obviously bad

blaze /bleiz/ verb (blazes, blazing,
blazed) to burn or shine strongly o The fire
was blazing. o The sun blazed through the
clouds. m noun a large bright fire o The
house was burned down in the blaze. o a
blaze of colour a mass of very bright col-
ours o The garden is a blaze of colour.

blazer /'ble1za/ noun a jacket, often with
a badge to show that the person wearing it
belongs to a particular school or club
blazing /'ble1ziy/ adj burning strongly o
They sat around the blazing bonfire.
bleach /bli:t [/ noun a chemical substance
which cleans things and kills harmful bac-
teria o She poured bleach into the toilet. o
Even a small drop of bleach will remove
colour. o Do not use bleach on this materi-
al. m verb (bleaches, bleaching, bleached)
to remove colour from something o He’s
bleached his hair. o Her hair was bleached
by the sun.

bleak /bli:k/ adj 1. cold and unpleasant o
The path led across bleak mountains. 2.
showing no sign of hope o She gave him a
bleak stare. o With no qualifications, his
Jjob prospects are bleak.

bleat /bli:t/ (bleats, bleating, bleated)
verb 1. to make the sound that sheep and
goats make o The lambs were bleating in
the snow. 2. to complain in an annoying
voice o What’s he bleating on about?

bleed /bli:d/ (bleeds, bleeding, bled)
verb to lose blood o His chin bled after he
cut himself shaving. o He was bleeding
heavily from his wound.

bleep /bli:p/ noun a short high electronic
sound made by a computer, radio, etc. o
The computer made a bleep and the screen
went blank. o The printer will make a bleep
when it runs out of paper. (NOTE: + bleep v)

blemish /'blemif/ noun 1. a mark or
small amount of damage that spoils the ap-
pearance of something 2. something that
harms someone or something’s good repu-
tation

blend /blend/ noun something, especially
a substance, made by mixing different
things together o different blends of coffee
m verb (blends, blending, blended) 1. to
mix things together o Blend the eggs, milk
and flour together. 2. (of colours) to go well
together o The grey curtains blend with the
pale wallpaper:

blender /'blends/ noun a piece of kitchen
equipment for mixing different foods to-
gether thoroughly

@® bless /bles/ (blesses, blessing, bless-
ed or blest) verb to make something holy
by prayers o The church was blessed by the
bishop. ¢ to be blessed with to experience
happiness or good things o They were
blessed with two healthy children. ¢ bless
you said when someone sneezes

blessed /'blesid/ adj protected by God
® blessing /'blesiy/ noun 1. a prayer
which blesses people or things o The priest
gave his blessing to the congregation. 2.
support or official permission for some-
thing o to give your blessing to some-
thing to approve something officially o
The chairman gave his blessing to the new
design. 3. something which brings happi-
ness o She enjoyed the blessings of good
health and a happy family. ¢ a mixed
blessing something with advantages and
disadvantages o Automation can be a
mixed blessing — machines usually tend to
be out of order when you need them most.
¢ a blessing in disguise a good thing,
even if at first it seemed bad o Breaking his
leg was a blessing in disguise — it meant he
could spend more time studying.

@ blew /blu:/ past tense of blow

blight /blait/ noun something which
causes damage or spoils something [~on] o
The news of the car accident was a blight
on the family’s celebrations. m verb
(blights, blighting, blighted) to spoil
something o Knowing that she would have
to go into hospital when she got back
blighted her holiday.

@ blind /blaind/ adj not able to see o He
went blind in his early forties. (NOTE: Some
people avoid this word as it can cause of-
fence, and prefer terms such as visually im-
paired or partially sighted.) m verb (blinds,
blinding, blinded) to make someone una-
ble to see, especially for a short time o She
was blinded by the bright lights of the on-
coming cars.

blind date /blaind 'deit/ noun a social
meeting arranged with someone you do not
know

blindfold /'blaindfould/ noun a cloth put
over someone’s eyes to prevent them from
seeing o Her kidnappers did not let her
take off the blindfold. m verb (blindfolds,
blindfolding, blindfolded) to put a blind-
fold over someone’s eyes to prevent them
from seeing o He was blindfolded and bun-
dled into the back of a car.
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blinding /'blaindiy/ adj so bright or
strong as to stop you seeing properly
blindly /'blaindli/ adv without being able
to see

blindness /'blaindnas/ noun the state of
not being able to see o The disease can
cause blindness. (NOTE: Some people avoid
this term as it can cause offence, and prefer
visual impairment.)

blind spot /'blaindspot/ noun an area at
the side of a vehicle which the driver can-
not see in the mirrors

® blink /bligk/ noun to close your eyes
and open them again very quickly o The
sudden flash of light made him blink. m
verb (blinks, blinking, blinked) (of lights)
to go on and off o The alarm light is blink-
ing.

blinkered /'bligpkad/ adj not interested in
unusual things or ideas

blip /blip/ noun 1. a small flashing dot on
a computer screen o A blip appeared on the
radar screen. 2. a temporary bad result o
We hope that this month’s bad export fig-
ures are only a blip.

bliss /blis/ noun great happiness
blissful /'blisf(9)l/ adj very pleasant or
happy

blister /'blisto/ noun a swelling on the
skin containing liquid, caused by rubbing
or burning, or by a disease such as chicken-
pox o I can’t run —I've got a blister on my
heel. m verb (blisters, blistering, blistered)
to make a swelling on a surface o The heat
had blistered the paint. o His hands were
blistered in the fire.

blistering /'blist(o)riy/ adj 1. very hot o
Walking in the blistering desert is impossi-
ble. 2. very fast (informal) o The defence
could not keep up with blistering pace of
the winger. 3. (of criticism) very strong o
His blistering attack on his host bewildered
everyone present.

blithely /'blaidli/ adv without worrying
about anything

blitz /blits/ noun 1. o to have a blitz on
something to make a sudden effort to do
something (informal) o We’ll have to have a
blitz on this pile of orders. 2. an act of
bombing by planes

blizzard /'blizod/ noun a snowstorm with
strong wind

bloated /'bloutid/ adj 1. fatter or fuller
than usual o After the Indian meal she felt
bloated. 2. swollen with air o Bloated
corpses lay in the streets.

blob /blob/ noun a small spot of sticky
stuff or thick liquid
bloc /blok/ noun a political group of states
@ block /blok/ noun 1. a large building o
They live in a block of flats. 2. a large piece
o Blocks of ice were floating in the river. 3.
something that prevents something hap-
pening [~on] o a block on making payments
o to put a block on something to stop
something happening 4. same as blockage
1 5. US a section of buildings surrounded
by streets o He lives two blocks away. m
verb (blocks, blocking, blocked) to pre-
vent something from passing along some-
thing o The pipe is blocked with dead
leaves. o The crash blocked the road for
hours.

block up phrasal verbto close a hole with

something
blockade /blp'keid/ noun preventing
supplies arriving o The fishermen decided
that a blockade of their harbour would
help them in their fight with the EU. (NOTE:
+ blockade v)
blockage /'blokid3/ noun 1. something
which prevents movement o There’s a
blockage further down the drain. 2. the
state of being blocked
blockbuster /'blokbasta/ noun a very
successful big book or film
® bloke /blouk/ noun a man (informal)
® blonde /blond/ noun a woman with
fair hair o He came to the party with a gor-
geous blonde.
@ blood /blad/ noun the red liquid that
flows around the body
blood bank /'blad bapk/ noun a place
where blood is stored until it is needed by
hospitals
bloodbath /'bladba:6/ noun an attack
that leads to a lot of deaths and injuries
bloodcurdling /'bladk3a:dlig/ adj very
frightening
blood donor /'blad ,douna/ noun a per-
son who gives his or her blood so that it can
be used in medical operations
blood group /'blad gru:p/ noun one of
the categories into which human blood can
be divided
bloodhound /'bladhavnd/ noun a large
dog which can follow a trail by its sense of
smell
bloodless /'bladlos/ adj without vio-
lence
@ blood pressure /'blad ,prefo/ noun
the pressure at which someone’s heart
pumps blood
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bloodshed /'bladfed/ noun a situation
which involves killing people
bloodshot /'bladfot/ adj (of the eyes)
red
bloodsports /'bladspo:ts/ plural noun
sports which involve killing animals
bloodstained /'bladsteind/ adjcovered
with bloodstains
bloodstream /'bladstrizm/ noun the
flow of blood round the body
bloodthirsty /'bladf3:sti/ adj1. cruel 2.
full of details about people killing or injur-
ing each other
blood transfusion /blad trens
fjurz(e@)n/ noun an act of putting blood
which has been given by another person
into a patient’s body
blood vessel /'blad ,ves(o)l/ noun any
tube, artery or vein, which carries blood
round the body o The wound is bleeding
profusely because a blood vessel has been
cut. ¢ to burst a blood vessel to get vio-
lently angry o The boss will burst a blood
vessel when he hears the news.
® bloody /'bladi/ adj with much blood o
a bloody battle m adj, adv used as a mild
swear word to express anger and annoy-
ance (informal) o Stop that bloody noise!
bloody-minded / bladi 'mamdid/ ad
deliberately unhelpful (informal)
bloom /blu:m/ noun a flower o in (full)
bloom covered in flowers o The apple
trees are in full bloom. m verb (blooms,
blooming, bloomed) to produce flowers
blossom /'blos(o)m/ noun 1. the mass of
flowers that appears on trees in the spring
o The hedges are covered with hawthorn
blossom. o The trees are in full blossom. 2.
a single flower m verb (blossoms, blos-
soming, blossomed) 1. to produces flow-
ers o The roses were blossoming round the
cottage door. 2. to improve or become
more successful [~into] o The friendship
blossomed into romance.

blot out phrasal verb to hide something

completely
blotch /blot [/ noun a large area of colour
blotchy /'blot [i/ adj (of the face) covered
with red marks
® blouse /blavz/ noun a woman’s shirt
® blow /blouv/ verb (blows, blowing,
blew, blown) 1. (of air or wind) to move o
The wind had been blowing hard all day. 2.
to push air out from your mouth o Blow on
your soup if it’s too hot. o to blow your
nose to blow air through your nose into a
handkerchief, especially if you have a cold

o She has a cold and keeps having to blow
her nose. m noun 1. a knock or hit with the
hand o He received a blow to the head in
the fight. 2. a shock, which comes from bad
news o The election result was a blow to
the government.
blow away phrasal verb 1. to go away by
blowing o His hat blew away. 2. to make
something go away by blowing o The
wind will blow the fog away.
blow down phrasal verb 1. to make some-
thing fall down by blowing o Six trees
were blown down in the storm. 2. to fall
down by being blown o The school fence
has blown down.
blow off phrasal verb to make something
go away by blowing o The wind blew his
hat off.
blow out(® phrasal verb to make some-
thing go out by blowing o She blew out
the candles on her birthday cake.
blow over phrasal verb 1. (of a storm or a
difficult situation) to end o We hope the ar-
gument will soon blow over. 2. to knock
something down by blowing o The
strong winds blew over several trees.
blow up phrasal verb 1. to make some-
thing get bigger by blowing into it o He
blew up balloons for the party. o Your
front tyre needs blowing up. 2. to destroy
something by making it explode o The
soldiers blew up the railway bridge. 3. to
make a photograph bigger o The article
was illustrated with a blown-up picture
of the little girl and her stepfather. 4. to
make something seem more important
than it really is o The story has been
blown up by the papers.
blow-by-blow /,blou bar 'blou/ adj de-
scribing an event in great detail
blow-dry /blou 'drav verb to dry some-
one’s hair with a hair drier
blown /bloun/ past tense and past partici-
ple of blow
blowout /'blovaut/ noun 1. a very large
meal (informal) 2. the bursting of a tyre
blubber /'blaba/ noun the fat of a whale
or seal o Whales were killed and their blub-
ber melted down. m verb (blubbers, blub-
bering, blubbered) to cry noisily o Stop
blubbering, it’s only a little scratch.
bludgeon /bladzon/  (bludgeons,
bludgeoning, bludgeoned) verb to beat
with a heavy stick o The young student was
bludgeoned and left for dead. o The rioters
bludgeoned him to the ground.
® blue /blu:/ adj (bluer, bluest) of the
colour of the sky o He wore a pale blue
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shirt. o They live in the house with the dark
blue door. m noun the colour of the sky o Is
there a darker blue than this available? ¢
out of the blue suddenly o Out of the blue
came an offer of a job in Australia.
bluebell /'blu:bel/ noun a wild plant with
blue flowers like a series of little bells
blueberry /'blu:b(o)ri/ (plural blueber-
ries) noun a wild fruit, which is dark blue
when ripe, eaten raw with sugar and cream,
or cooked in pies and jams
blue-blooded / blu: 'bladid/ adj from a
royal or upper-class family

blue cheese /blu: 't[irz/ noun a cheese
with blue mould in it

blueprint /'blu:print/ noun 1. a photo-
graphic print of a plan which consists of
blue lines on a white background or white
lines on a blue background o Here’s the
blueprint of the new engine. 2. a plan for
doing something [~for] o The deal will act
as a blueprint for future cooperation.

® blues /blu:z/ plural noun sad songs
from the southern US o Bessie Smith, the
great blues singer.

bluff /blaf/ noun 1. a threat to do some-
thing which you know you will not carry
out o Don’t believe what he says, it’s all
Jjust bluff. 2. a steep hill made of rock o The
soldiers climbed the bluff and found the en-
emy waiting for them on top. m verb (bluffs,
bluffing, bluffed) to do something by trick-
ing someone o He said he was a naval of-
ficer, but he was just bluffing.

bluish /'blu:if/ adj of a colour that is
close to blue

blunder /'blands/ noun a big mistake, of-
ten one that causes a lot of embarrassment
o A dreadful blunder by the goalkeeper al-
lowed their opponents to score.

blunt /blant/ adj1. not sharp o He tried ro
cut the meat with a blunt knife. 2. almost
rude o His blunt manner often upset peo-
ple.

bluntly /'blantli/ advin a direct way that
may upset people

blur /bl3:/ noun an unclear image o He
was hit on the head, and everything be-
came a blur. o You must have moved — the
photograph is just a blur. m verb (blurs,
blurring, blurred) to become unclear, to
make unclear o His vision became blurred.
blurb /bl3:b/ noun a short piece of text on
something which is for sale, encouraging
you to buy it (slang)

blurred /bl3:d/ adjnot clearly seen o The
paper printed a blurred photograph of the
suspect.

blurt verb
blurt out phrasal verb to give away a se-
cret suddenly, without intending to
blush /blaf/ (blushes, blushing,
blushed) verb to go red in the face because
you are ashamed or embarrassed o She
blushed when he spoke to her.
blusher /'bla [a/ noun pink or red colour-
ing applied to the cheeks
bluster /'blasto/ (blusters, blustering,
blustered) verb 1. to speak loudly and an-
grily o He went blustering on about taking
us to court. 2. (of wind) to blow hard (NOTE:
+ bluster n)
blustery /'blast(a)ri/ adj (of wind) blow-
ing strongly
BO abbrbody odour
boa constrictor /'bous kon,strikto/
noun a large snake found in South Ameri-
ca, which kills animals by wrapping itself
around them and squeezing them
boar /bo:/ noun a male pig o We have a
boar and two sows. (NOTE: Do not confuse
with bore.)
@ board /bs:d/ noun 1. a long flat piece
of something such as wood o The floor of
the bedroom was just bare boards. 2. a
blackboard or chalkboard o The teacher
wrote on the board.

board up phrasal verb to cover things

such as windows and doors with boards
boarder /'bo:do/ noun a pupil who lives
at his or her school (NOTE: Do not confuse
with border.)
board game /'bo:d gemm/ noun any
game in which players move pieces on a
board
boarding card /'bo:dig ka:d/ noun a
card which allows you to go on board a
plane
boarding house /'bo:diy haus/ noun a
house where you pay to live
boarding pass /'bo:dip pa:s/, board-
ing card noun same as boarding card
boarding school /'bo:diy sku:l/ noun
a school where the children live during
term time
boardroom /'bo:druim/ noun a room
where directors meet
boast /boust/ verb (boasts, boasting,
boasted) 1. to have something good o The
house boasts a large garden and pond. o
The town boasts an 18-hole golf course. 2.
to say how good or successful you are m
noun the act of talking about things that
you are proud of o Their proudest boast is
that they never surrendered.
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boastful /'boustf(a)l/ adj saying how
good or successful you are

® boat /bout/ noun a small vehicle that
people use for moving on water o They
sailed their boat across the lake. o They
went to Spain by boat. o When is the next
boat to Calais? ¢ in the same boat in the
same difficult situation o Don’t expect spe-
cial treatment — we’re all in the same boat.

boating /'boutiy/ noun the activity of go-
ing in small boats for pleasure

bob /bob/ noun a woman’s or girl’s hair-
style, where the hair is cut fairly short so
that it is the same length all round o She
had her hair in a bob. m verb (bobs, bob-
bing, bobbed) to move up and down o
Pieces of wood were bobbing about on the
water.

bode /boud/ (bodes, boding, boded)
verb o to bode ill or well to be a bad or
good sign (formal) o It bodes ill for their
project if the local council has refused
them a grant.

bodily /'bodili/ adjreferring to the body o
The main bodily functions are those of im-
portant organs such as the heart, the lungs,
etc.

® body /'bodi/ (plural bodies) noun 1. the
whole of a person or of an animal o He had
pains all over his body. 2. the main part of
an animal or person, but not the head and
arms and legs o She had scars on the arms
and upper part of her body. 3. the body of
a dead person or animal o The dead man’s
body was found in the river. o Bodies of in-
fected cows were burnt in the fields. 4. the
main structure of a vehicle o The car has
an all-aluminium body. 5. the main part of
something o You’ll find the details in the
body of the report. 6. the thickness of hair
o The shampoo will give your hair body.
(NOTE: no plural)

body blow /'bodi blou/ noun a serious
disappointment

body building /'bodi ,bildig/ noun the
practice of developing the muscles of the
body through lifting heavy weights and
eating particular foods

® bodyguard /'bodiga:d/ noun 1. a per-
son who guards someone o The man was
stopped by the president’s bodyguards. 2. a
group of people who guard someone o He
has a bodyguard of six people or a six-man
bodyguard.

body language /bodi leggwidsz/
noun movements of the body which show
what someone is thinking

bodywork /'bodiws:k/ noun the metal
outer covering of a car
bog /bog/ noun a marshland
bog standard /bog 'steendad/ adj ordi-
nary, or lacking special features
bogus /'bougas/ adjpretending to be real
bohemian /bou'hirmion/ adj referring to
a relaxed way of life, often thought typical
of artists o He led a very bohemian exist-
ence in Paris as a young man. o She
brought along some of her bohemian
friends.
® boil /bo1l/ verb (boils, boiling, boiled)
1. (of water or other liquid) to form bubbles
and change into steam or gas because of
being heated o Put the egg in when you see
that the water’s boiling. o Don’t let the
milk boil. 2. to heat a liquid until it changes
into steam o Can you boil some water so
we can make tea? 3. to cook food such as
vegetables or eggs in boiling water o Boil
the potatoes in a large pan. m noun an in-
fected swelling o He has a boil on the back
of his neck.
boil down phrasal verb 1. to be reduced
through boiling o Let the sauce boil down
until it is quite thick. 2. to be reduced to o
It all boils down to whether he will accept
the deal now or not.
boil over phrasal verb (of liquid) to rise up
when boiling and run over the side of the
pan
® boiling /'bo1lig/ adj 1. which has start-
ed to boil, i.e. for water, at 100°C o Put the
potatoes in a pan of boiling water. 2. also
boiling hot very hot o It is boiling in this
room.
boiling point /'boilig point/ noun1. the
temperature at which a liquid boils, i.e.
when it turns into steam or gas o 100°C is
the boiling point of water. 2. a point at
which a situation becomes very serious o
The UN must do something quickly be-
cause the situation has reached boiling
point.
boisterous /'boist(o)ros/ adj energetic
and noisy
bold /bould/ noun a printing type with
thick black letters o The main words in this
dictionary are set in bold.
bollard /'bola:d/ noun 1. a low post for a
ship’s rope to be tied to 2. a low post in the
road showing where traffic should go o The
police have put bollards across the road.
bolster /'boulsta/ (bolsters, bolstering,
bolstered) verb to make something better
or stronger o The money from the village
fete has bolstered the church funds. o
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Learning that he will be out of hospital
next week has bolstered his spirits.

bolt /boult/, boult noun 1. a long piece of
metal with a screw, fastened with a round
piece of metal called a nut o The legs of the
table are secured to the top with bolts. 2. a
long piece of metal which you slide into a
hole to lock a door o She pulled back the
bolts. 3. o to make a bolt for it to run away
o When the guards weren’t looking two
prisoners tried to make a bolt for it. m verb
(bolts, bolting, bolted) 1. to run fast sud-
denly o The horse bolted. 2. to run away
from someone or something o When the
boys saw him coming, they bolted. 3. to fas-
ten something with a bolt o He bolted the
door when he went to bed. o The tables are
bolted to the floor. © to make a bolt for
something to rush towards something o At
the end of the show everyone made a bolt
for the door. ¢ to make a bolt for it to run
away from someone or something o When
the guards weren’t looking two prisoners
tried to make a bolt for it.

@ bomb /bom/ noun a weapon which ex-
plodes, and can be dropped from an aircraft
or placed somewhere by hand o The bomb
was left in a suitcase in the middle of the
station. o They phoned to say that a bomb
had been planted in the main street. o En-
emy aircraft dropped bombs on the army
base. m verb (bombs, bombing, bombed)
to drop bombs on something o Enemy air-
craft bombed the power station.

bombard /bom'ba:d/ (bombards, bom-
barding, bombarded) verb 1. to attack
again and again with heavy guns or bombs
o The town was bombarded for ten days
before surrendering. 2. to send someone
more communications or questions than
they can deal with o He was bombarded
with offers of jobs. o She was bombarded
with advice from her relatives. (NOTE: +
bombardment n)

bomber /'boma/ noun 1. a person who
puts bombs in places in order to blow them
up o The bombers managed to escape after
planting the bomb. 2. an aircraft for drop-
ping bombs o The bombers were out dur-
ing the night, attacking enemy targets.
bombing /bomiy/ noun an occasion
when someone attacks a place with a bomb
or bombs o bombings in the centres of ma-
Jor cities o a bombing raid by enemy air-
craft

bombshell /'bom/fel/ noun a very un-
pleasant surprise (informal)

bona fide / bounos 'faidi/ adjreal or true;
not deceiving

bonanza /ba'nenzo/ noun a situation
where you can make a lot of money [~for] o
He won £10,000 on the lottery — a real bo-
nanza for the family.

® bond /bond/ (bonds, bonding, bond-
ed) verb 1. (of two people) to make a psy-
chological link [~with] o Some mothers find
it difficult to bond with their babies. 2. to
stick together tightly [~with] o Cover the
two surfaces with glue and hold them tight-
ly until they bond.

bondage /'bondid3/ noun the state of
being a slave

@ bone /baun/ noun one of the solid piec-
es in the body, which make up the skeleton
o He fell over and broke a bone in his leg.
o Be careful when you’re eating fish — they
have lots of little bones.

bone marrow /'boun ,marou/ noun the
soft substance inside a bone

bonfire /'bonfara/ noun a fire made out-
doors

® bonnet /'bonit/ noun 1. the metal cov-
er over the front part of a car, covering the
engine o He lifted up the bonnet and
looked at the steam pouring out of the en-
gine. 2. a hat with strings that tie under the
chin

bonsai /'bonsal/ noun a tree grown in
this way o We have a little bonsai oak that
is forty years old.

@ bonus /'baunas/ noun 1. extra money
o Sales staff earn a bonus if they sell more
than their target. 2. an advantage o It was
a bonus that the plane arrived early, as we
were able to catch an earlier bus home. o
added bonus an additional advantage o /
prefer this job and it’s an added bonus that
I can walk to work.

bony /'bouni/ (bonier, boniest) adj 1.
thin, so that the bones can be seen easily o
She was riding a bony horse. o He grabbed
her arm with his bony hand. 2. (of fish) with
many bones o I don’t like kippers, they’re
usually too bony.

boo /bu:/ interj showing that you do not
like someone such as an actor, singer or
politician o Everyone shouted ‘boo’ when
he announced that taxes would have to go
up. m noun an instance of making the sound
‘boo’ o The wicked pirate’s appearance
was greeted with boos and hisses. m verb
(boos, booing, booed) to make a ‘boo’
sound to show that you do not like some-
one such as an actor, singer or politician o
The crowd booed the referee.
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booby prize /'bu:bi praiz/ noun a silly
prize given to the last person in a competi-
tion
boobytrap /'bu:bitrep/ noun a hidden
bomb
boogie/'bu:gi/ (boogies, boogieing, bo-
ogied) verb to dance to disco music
® book /buk/ noun 1. sheets of printed
paper attached together, usually with a stiff
cover [~about/on] o I’'m reading a book on
the history of London. o He wrote a book
about butterflies. 2. sheets of paper to write
or draw on, attached together in a cover. »
exercise book, notebook, sketchbook m
verb (books, booking, booked) to reserve
a place, a seat, a table in a restaurant or a
room in a hotel o We have booked a table
for tomorrow evening. o to book someone
on or onto a flight to order a plane ticket
for someone else o I've booked you on the
10 o’clock flight to New York.

book into phrasal verb to reserve a room

in ahotel o to book someone into a hotel

to reserve a hotel room for someone else
® bookcase /'bukkers/ noun a cup-
board with shelves for keeping books in
book club /'buk klab/ noun 1. a compa-
ny which sells books by post, often at re-
duced prices 2. a group of people who meet
to discuss books and related subjects
bookie /'buki/ noun same as bookmaker
(informal)
@® booking /'bukig/ noun an arrange-
ment to have something such as a seat, ho-
tel room or a table in a restaurant kept for
you o to make a booking to reserve some-
thing such as a seat, hotel room or table o
We tried to make a booking for the week
beginning May Ist, but the hotel was full.
bookkeeping /'bukki:piy/ noun the ac-
tivity or job of keeping a company’s ac-
counts (NOTE: + bookkeeper n)
@ booklet /'buklat/ noun a book of in-
formation with only a few pages
bookmaker /'bukmeika/ noun a person
who takes money from people who want to
bet on the result of races (NOTE: The official
term is turf accountant.)
bookmark /'bukma:k/ noun 1. some-
thing that you put in a book to show the
place where you stopped reading 2. the ad-
dress of a website or web page, stored for
easy access
® bookshelf /'bukfelf/ (plural book-
shelves) noun a shelf for keeping books
@ bookshop /'buk[pp/ noun a shop
where you can buy books

book token /'buk ,toukon/ noun a card
with an amount of money written on it,
which can only be used to buy books of
that value

bookworm /'bukwsim/ noun someone
who enjoys reading books, and reads a lot

® boom /bumm/ noun 1. a sudden in-
crease in a business or activity [~in] o a
boom in short holidays 2. a loud deep
noise, like the sound of an explosion o
There was such a loud boom that everyone
jumped. m verb (booms, booming,
boomed) 1. to increase o The economy is
booming. 2. to make a loud deep noise o
His voice boomed across the square.

boomerang /'buimoran/ noun a curved
piece of wood, invented in Australia,
which twists as it flies and returns to you
when you throw it in a special way

boon /buin/ noun a very useful thing
[~for/to] o The car has been a real boon to
her since the bus company stopped the
service to their village.

boost /buist/ noun help or increase
[~for/~in/~to] o It gave a boost to our sales.
m verb (boosts, boosting, boosted) to help
to increase something or make something
better o The TV commercial should boost
our sales.

booster /'bu:sta/ noun 1. a thing which
gives extra help or support o Winning the
competition was a much needed morale
booster for her. 2. same as booster injec-
tion

booster injection /buistor
.dzek[(a)n/ noun an extra injection of vac-
cine given some time after the first one so
as to make sure it is still effective

booster shot /'bu:sto [pt/ noun same
as booster injection

@® boot /bu:t/ noun a strong shoe which
covers your foot and your ankle or the low-
er part of your leg o walking boots o ankle
boots o long black riding boots
boot up phrasal verb to make a computer
start, or to be started and ready for use

® booth /bu:d/ noun 1. a small room or
enclosed space for one person to stand or
sit in 2. US a section of a business fair
where a company shows its products or
services o The American publisher wants
us to meet him at his booth. 3. US an en-
closed area in a restaurant with a table in it
o We sat in a booth by the bar and listened
to the jazz.

bootleg /'bu:tleg/ adj sold illegally
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boot out phrasal verb to make someone
leave somewhere (informal) o He was boot-
ed out of the police force for taking bribes.
booty /'bu:ti/ noun treasure taken by sol-
diers, sailors, etc. during fighting (NOTE: no
plural)
booze /bu:z/ (informal) noun an alcoholic
drink o He’s too fond of (the) booze to
work well. m verb (boozes, boozing,
boozed) to drink alcohol o He was out all
night boozing with his friends.
@® border /'bo:da/ noun 1. an imaginary
line between countries or regions [~be-
tween/~with] o They crossed the border be-
tween Germany and Switzerland. o The
town is near the border with Luxembourg.
o He was questioned by the border guards.
2. a pattern around the edge of something o
I don’t like the pink border on the scarf. 3.
a patch of soil at the side of a path or an
area of grass where flowers or bushes are
planted m verb (borders, bordering, bor-
dered) to be along the edge of something o
The path is bordered with rose bushes. o
The new houses border the west side of the
park.
border on phrasal verb 1. same as border
verb 2. to be very similar to or almost the
same as something o His excuse was sil-
ly, bordering on the ridiculous.
borderline /'bo:dalain/ noun a line be-
tween two things
bore /bo:/ noun a dull person who is not
very interesting o I don’t want to sit next to
him, he’s such a bore. m verb (bores, bor-
ing, bored) to make a hole in something
@ bored /bo:d/ adj not interested in what
is happening o You get very bored having
to do the same work every day. o I'm bored
— let’s go out to the club.
® boredom /'bo:dom/ noun the state of
being bored
@ boring /'bo:riy/ adj not interesting o 7
don’t want to watch that TV programme —
it’s boring.
® born /bo:n/ verb to come out of your
mother’s body and begin to live o He was
born in Scotland. o She was born in 1989.
o The baby was born last week.
born-again Christian /boin o,gen
'kristfon/ noun a person who has been
converted to Christianity, after not having
been very religious before
® borne /bo:n/ past participle of bear
@ borough /'bara/ noun a large town or
district that is run by an elected council
@ borrow /'borou/ (borrows, borrowing,
borrowed) verb 1. to take something for a

short time, usually with the permission of
the owner o She borrowed three books
from the school library. o He wants to bor-
row one of my CDs. 2. to take money for a
time, usually from a bank o Companies
borrow from banks to finance their busi-
ness. o She borrowed £100,000 from the
bank to buy a flat. Compare lend
borrower /'borouva/ noun a person who
borrows something, especially money
borrowings /‘borovinz/ plural noun
money which is borrowed o The company
has borrowings of over £200,000.

bosom /'buz(o)m/ noun a woman’s
breasts

@ boss /bps/ noun the person in charge,
especially the owner of a business o If you
want a day off, ask the boss. o I left because
I didn’t get on with my boss.

bossy /'bosi/ (bossier, bossiest) adj al-
ways telling people what to do

botanist /'bot(o)nist/ noun a scientist
who studies plants

botany /'bot(e)ni/ noun the science and
study of plants

botch /botf/ (botches, botching,
botched) verb to do or make something
badly (informal)

® both /boub/ adj, pron two people or
things together o Hold onto the handle
with both hands. o Both my shoes have
holes in them. o Both her brothers are very
tall. o She has two brothers, both of them in
Canada. o She and her brother both go to
the same school. o I'm talking to both of
you.

@ bother /'bpds/ noun trouble or worry o
We found the shop without any bother. o It
was such a bother getting packed that we
nearly didn’t go on holiday. m verb (both-
ers, bothering, bothered) 1. to make
someone feel slightly angry, especially by
disturbing them [~that] o Stop bothering
me —I’'m trying to read. o It bothers me that
everyone is so lazy. 2. to feel worried, or
make someone feel worried [~about/~that]
o I was bothered about not hearing from
her for two weeks. o It bothers me that it
takes so long to get a reply. 3. o to bother
to do something to take the time or trouble
to do something o Don’t bother to come
with me to the station — I can find my way
easily. ¢ can’t orcouldn’t be bothered to
don’t want to o He couldn’t be bothered to
answer my letters.

® bottle /'bot(o)l/ noun1. a tall plastic or
glass container for liquids, usually with a
narrow part at the top o He opened two bot-
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tles of red wine. o She drank the water
straight out of the bottle. o He bought his
wife a bottle of perfume on the plane. 2.
confidence (informal) o He hasn’t got the
bottle to do it. m verb (bottles, bottling,
bottled) to put in bottles o The wine is bot-
tled in Germany. o Only bottled water is
safe to drink.

® bottle bank /'bot(o)l bank/ noun a
place where you can throw away empty
bottles for recycling

bottled /'bot(o)ld/ adj sold in bottles

bottleneck /'bot(o)l,nek/ noun 1. a nar-
row part of a road where traffic often gets
stuck o The roadworks have created a bot-
tleneck and caused jams all through the
town. 2. a place where things such as pro-
duction or supplies are held up o There’s a
bottleneck in the invoicing department and
this holds up our deliveries.

® bottom /'botom/ noun 1. the lowest
point o The ship sank to the bottom of the
sea. o Turn left at the bottom of the hill. o
Is there any honey left in the bottom of the
jar? 2. the far end o Go down to the bottom
of the street and you will see the station on
your left. o The shed is at the bottom of the
garden. 3. the part of the body on which
you sit o Does my bottom look big in these
trousers? m plural noun bottoms the lower
part of a set of clothes o He was wearing
Jjust his track suit bottoms. o I can’t find my
bikini bottoms. m adjlowest o The jam is on
the bottom shelf. o He was standing on the
bottom rung of the ladder. ¢ to get to the
bottom of a problem to find the real cause
of a problem

bottomless /'botomlos/ adj without any
limit

bough /bauv/ noun a branch of a tree
(NOTE: Do not confuse with bow.)

@ bought /bo:t/ past tense and past par-
ticiple of buy

boulder /'boulda/ noun a large rock
boulevard /'bu:lova:d/, Boulevard noun
a wide road in a town, usually with trees
along it

® bounce /bauns/ noun 1. a movement
of something such as a ball when it hits a
surface and moves away again o He hit the
ball on the second bounce. 2. energy o
She’s always full of bounce. m verb (bounc-
es, bouncing, bounced) to spring up and
down or off a surface o The ball bounced
down the stairs. o He kicked the ball but it
bounced off the post. o In this game you
bounce the ball against the wall.

bouncer /'baunsa/ noun a person whose
job is to stop unwanted people getting into
a public place, or to make them leave o The
bouncers wouldn’t let her in because she’d
caused trouble before.

bouncy /'bavnsi/ adj1. which bounces o
a big bouncy red ball 2. full of energy o It’s
quite tiring working with her because she’s
so bouncy.

@ bound /baund/ noun a big jump = adj
1. very likely [~to] o They are bound to be
late. 2. obliged [~to/~by] o He felt bound to
help her. o He is bound by the contract he
signed last year. 3. tied up o a bundle of old
letters bound with pink ribbon o The boy
was left bound to a tree. o The burglars left
him bound hand and foot. m verb (bounds,
bounding, bounded) to make a big jump,
or move fast suddenly o She bounded into
the room. o He bounded out of his chair. o
The dog bounded into the bushes. < bound
for on the way to o a ship bound for the
Gulf

@ boundary /'baund(e)ri/ (plural
boundaries) noun an imaginary line or
physical barrier separating two things [~be-
tween/~with] o The white fence marks the
boundary with my neighbour’s garden. o
Their behaviour crossed the boundary be-
tween unkindness and cruelty.
boundless /'baundlos/ adj which seems
to have no limit

bounty /'baunti/ noun money given as a
reward

bouquet /bu:'ker/ noun 1. a beautifully
arranged bunch of flowers o He bought a
bouquet of white roses. o A little girl pre-
sented the princess with a bouquet. 2. the
particular smell of a wine o a wine with a
delicate bouquet

bourbon /'ba:bon/ noun US a type of
American whisky, or a glass of this drink
bourgeois /buozwai/ adj referring to
middle-class people and their views in a
disapproving way o They want to go on liv-
ing their bourgeois existence. o He accuses
his parents of being terribly bourgeois and
swears he won'’t be like them.

bout /baut/ noun 1. a sporting fight or
contest o Lewis won that bout. 2. an attack
of illness o She had a bout of flu.
boutique /bu:'tizk/ noun a small shop,
especially for up-to-date fashionable
clothes o a jeans boutique o a ski boutique
bovine /'bouvain/ adj 1. referring to
cows 2. slow and stupid

bow’ /bau/ noun 1. the act of bending
your body forwards as a greeting or sign of
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respect o He made a deep bow to the audi-
ence. o to take a bow to stand on a stage
and bend forwards to thank the audience o
The actors took their bows one after the
other. 2. the front part of a ship m verb
(bows, bowing, bowed) 1. to bend your
body forward as a greeting or sign of re-
spect [~to] o He bowed to the queen. 2. to
bend your head forwards o She bowed her
head over her books.
® bow? /bau/ noun 1. a weapon used for
shooting arrows o The archers drew their
bows and shot arrows into the air. 2. a long
piece of wood used for playing a stringed
instrument o He slowly drew the bow
across the strings of his violin. 3. a ribbon
knotted in a shape like a butterfly o The
parcel was tied up with red bows.
@ bowl /boul/ noun 1. a wide, round con-
tainer for something such as food or water
o Put the egg whites in a bowl and whisk
them. 2. the food or liquid contained in a
bowl o He was eating a bowl of rice. o0 A
bowl of hot thick soup is just what you need
in this cold weather. 3. a large heavy ball
used for rolling along the ground in certain
games o She picked up the bowl and
stepped up to take her turn. m verb (bowls,
bowling, bowled) 1. (especially in cricket)
to throw a ball to a batsman 2. also bowl
out (especially in cricket) to throw the ball
to a batsman and hit the wicket so that the
person cannot continue playing 3. (in a
game of bowls) to roll a bowl along the
ground to try to get close to the target
bowl over phrasal verb 1. to knock some-
one down 2. to surprise someone o He
was completely bowled over by the news.
bow-legged /bau 'legid/ adj with legs
which bend out at the knee
bowler /'boula/ noun 1. (especially in
cricket) a person who throws the ball to a
batsman o a fast bowler 2. a person who
plays bowls 3. same as bowler hat
bowler hat /boulo 'ht/, bowler noun a
hat with a rounded top
bowling /'boulig/ noun the game of
bowls, or the indoor game of knocking
down skittles with a large ball. » ten-pin
bowling
bowls /bavlz/ noun a game where teams
of players roll large balls towards a small
ball (a jack), trying to get as close to it as
possible
bow tie /bou 'tai/ noun a tie which is tied
in the shape of a butterfly
® box /boks/ noun 1. a container made of
wood, plastic, cardboard or metal, with a

lid o The cakes came in a cardboard box.
2. a container and its contents o He took a
box of matches from his pocket. o He gave
her a box of chocolates for her birthday. m
verb (boxes, boxing, boxed) to fight by
punching, especially when wearing special
thick gloves o He learnt to box at a gym in
the East End.

boxer /'boksa/ noun 1. a person who
fights with his fists o The two boxers came
together in the ring. 2. a type of large dog
with short hair

boxing /'boksiy/ noun a sport in which
two opponents fight each other in a square
area wearing special thick gloves

@ Boxing Day /'boksiy det/ noun 26th
December, the day after Christmas Day
box office /'boks ,ofis/ noun an office
where you buy tickets in a theatre

® boy /bov/ noun 1. a male child o A boy
from our school won the tennis match. o 1
knew him when he was a boy. 2. a son o
Her three boys are all at university. 3. o the
boys men who are friends, or who play
sport together (informal)

boy band /'bor beend/ noun an all-male
pop group aimed at a teenage audience
boycott /'boikpt/ (boycotts, boycotting,
boycotted) verb to refuse to deal with
someone o We are boycotting all food im-
ports from that country. (NOTE: + boycott n)
@® boyfriend /'boifrend/ noun a young
or older man that someone is having a ro-
mantic relationship with o She’s got a new
boyfriend. o She brought her boyfriend to
the party.

boyhood /'bothud/ noun the time of life
when someone is, or was, a boy

boyish /'boiif/ adj looking or acting like
a boy

Boy Scout /bor 'skauvt/ noun 1. in the
US, a member of the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, an organisation aiming to develop
good character and physical fitness, often
through community and outdoor activities
2. a man who is considered to be naive 3. »
scout

bra /bra:/ noun a piece of women’s under-
wear worn to support the breasts

brace /breis/ noun 1. a support which
helps your teeth to grow straight o She
wears a brace on her teeth. 2. a support for
part of the body which has been injured o
a knee brace w verb [~for] o to brace your-
self to prepare yourself for something un-
pleasant o When the phone rang, she
braced herself for the shock of hearing his
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voice again. o The pilot told us to brace
ourselves for a crash landing.

bracelet /'breislot/ noun a piece of jew-
ellery worn around your wrist or arm
braces /'breisiz/ plural noun a brace for
the teeth

bracing /'breisiy/ adj cool and making
you feel healthy

® bracket /'brekit/ noun 1. a piece of
metal or wood which is attached to a wall
to support a shelf o The shelf is held up by
two solid brackets. 2. a printing sign usual-
ly used in pairs, [ ], ( ), <> or {}, used to
show that a piece of text is separated from
the rest o The words in brackets can be de-
leted. o The four words underlined should
be put in brackets. 3. a group of things or
people considered together for administra-
tive purposes

brag /brag/ (brags, bragging, bragged)
verb to boast about something

braid /breird/ noun 1. a decoration made
of twisted fibres o Admirals have gold
braid on their caps. 2. plaited hair o This is
a picture of her when she was ten and still
had her hair in braids. m verb (braids,
braiding, braided) to plait, e.g. hair or rib-
bon o She braided her hair before going
swimming.

Braille /breil/ noun a system of writing
using raised dots on paper to represent let-
ters, which allows a blind person to read by
passing his or her fingers over the page

@ brain /bremn/ noun 1. the nerve centre
in the head, which controls all the body o
The brain is the most important part of the
body. 2. intelligence o to use your brain to
think sensibly o she’s got brains, she’s got
a good brain she’s intelligent
brainchild /'breint faild/ noun an origi-
nal plan that someone has thought of
(informal)

brainless /'breinlos/ adj completely stu-
pid (disapproving)

brainstorming /'brein,stoimig/ noun
an intensive group discussion, with no time
allowed for thinking, in order to produce
ideas or help solve problems

brainwash /'bremwn]/ (brainwashes,
brainwashing, brainwashed) verb to make
someone believe something is true by re-
peating it and forcing them to believe it
(NOTE: + brainwashing n)

brainwave /'breimnwerv/ noun a sudden
very good idea

brainy /'bremi/ (brainier, brainiest) adj
very intelligent (informal)

® brake /breik/ noun a part of a vehicle
used for stopping or making it go more
slowly o Put the brake on when you go
down a hill. o The brakes aren’t working!
m verb (brakes, braking, braked) to slow
down by pressing a vehicle’s brakes o The
driver of the little white van braked, but too
late to avoid the dog.
bran /bren/ noun the outside part of
wheat seeds
® branch /bra:nt [/ noun 1. a thick part
of a tree, growing out of the main part o He
hit his head against a low branch. 2. alocal
office of an organisation o He's the manag-
er of our local branch of Lloyds Bank. o
The store has branches in most towns in the
south of the country. 3. one part of some-
thing larger o Genetics is a branch of biol-
0gy. o I'm not in contact with the Irish
branch of my family. 4. a section of a road,
railway line or river that leads to or from
the main part o The town is built on a
branch of the Nile. m verb (branches,
branching, branched) to divide into two or
more parts

branch out phrasal verb to start to do

something different, as well as what you

normally do

brand /braend/ noun a product with a
name, made by a particular company o a
well-known brand of soap m verb (brands,
branding, branded) to describe someone
or something publicly as something bad
[~(as)] o He was branded as a thief. o The
minister was publicly branded a liar in the
newspaper.

brandish /'brendif/ (brandishes, bran-
dishing, brandished) verb to wave some-
thing about

® brand name /'brand nerm/ noun the
official name of a product

® brand-new /,brend 'njuy/ adj com-
pletely new

® brandy /'brandi/ noun 1. an alcoholic
drink made from wine o I was given a bot-
tle of excellent brandy. 2. a glass of this
drink o He ordered three brandies.

brash /bref/ adj confident and loud
(technical)

brass /bra:s/ noun 1. a shiny yellow met-
al used for making things such as some
musical instruments and door handles o
The doctor has a brass nameplate on his
door. 2. musical instruments made of brass,
such as trumpets or trombones o the brass
section of the orchestra o He has composed
several pieces of music for brass.
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brass band /bra:s 'bend/ noun a band
of people playing brass instruments

brat /brat/ noun a badly behaved child

bravado /bro'va:dou/ noun confident
actions to show how brave you are

@ brave /brerv/ adj (braver, bravest) not
afraid of doing unpleasant or dangerous
things o It was very brave of him to dive
into the river to rescue the little girl. m verb
(braves, braving, braved) to accept un-
pleasant or dangerous conditions in order
to achieve something o We braved the Sat-
urday crowds in the supermarket because
we needed bread and milk.

bravely /'bre1vli/ adv in a brave way
bravery /'breivori/ noun the ability to do
dangerous or unpleasant things without be-
ing afraid o We admired her bravery in
coping with the illness. o He won an award
for bravery.

bravo /bra:'vou/ interj showing approval
brawl /bra:l/ noun a wild fight o Coming
out of the pub, he got into a brawl with
some soldiers. (NOTE: + brawl v)

bray /brev/ (brays, braying, brayed) verb
to make a loud noise like a donkey
brazen /'bre1z(o)n/ adj with no shame o
What you say is a brazen lie.

® breach /bri:t [/ noun the act of break-
ing the law or a promise [~of] o This is a
breach of the undertaking they made last
year. m verb (breaches, breaching,
breached) to go against rules o The pay
settlement has breached the government’s
guidelines. ¢ in breach of going against an
agreement o In breach of their agreement,
they started negotiating with our rivals be-
hind our backs.

® bread /bred/ noun food made from
flour and water baked in an oven o Can you
get a loaf of bread from the baker’s? o She
cut thin slices of bread for sandwiches.
bread bin /'bred bin/ noun a metal box
for keeping bread in

breadcrumbs /'bredkramz/ plural noun
little pieces of dried bread o The fish is cov-
ered in breadcrumbs and then fried.
breadline /'bredlam/ noun a very low
standard of living

breadth /bred6/ noun 1. a measurement
of how wide something is o The breadth of
the piece of land is over 300 m. 2. the fact
of being full or complete o His answers
show the breadth of his knowledge of the
subject. ¢ the length and breadth of
something everywhere in a place o We

walked the length and breadth of the field
but found no mushrooms.
breadwinner /'bredwins/ noun a per-
son who earns money to feed the family
@ break /breik/ verb (breaks, breaking,
broken) 1. to make something divide into
pieces accidentally or deliberately o He
dropped the plate on the floor and broke it.
o Break the chocolate into four pieces. 2. to
divide into pieces accidentally o The clock
fell on the floor and broke. 3. to fail to obey
arule or law 4. to fail to carry out the terms
of a contract or a rule o The company has
broken its agreement. o to break a prom-
ise not to do what you had promised to do
o He broke his promise and wrote to her
again. 5. o to break it or to break the
news to someone to tell someone bad news
o We will have to break it to her as gently
as possible. (NOTE: Do not confuse with
brake.) m noun 1. a short pause or rest o
There will be a 15-minute break in the mid-
dle of the meeting. o they worked for
three hours without a break without
stopping o They worked without a break. o
to take a break to have a short rest o We’ll
take a break now, and start again in fifteen
minutes. 2. a short holiday o a winter break
¢ to break your journey to stop travelling
for a while before going on o We’ll break
our journey in Edinburgh.
break down phrasal verb 1. (of a ma-
chine) to stop working o The lift has bro-
ken down again. o The car broke down
and we had to push it. 2. to show all the
items that are included in a total separate-
ly o Can you break down this invoice into
travel costs and extras? 3. to become up-
set and start crying o When she got her
results she just broke down. 4. to separate
a substance into small parts, or to become
separated o Enzymes break down the
food. 5.to fail o Their relationship quick-
ly broke down when he lost his job. o The
discussions seem likely to break down
over the amount of money being offered.
break in phrasal verb 1. o to break in, to
break into a building to use force to get
into a building o Burglars broke into the
office during the night. 2. to interrupt
something that is happening o I'm sorry
to break in, but I need to speak to Mr Mc-
Gregor urgently.
break into phrasal verb to start doing
something o When they saw the photos,
they broke into laughter.
break off phrasal verb 1. to make some-
thing come off by breaking o He broke a
piece off his pie and gave it to the dog. 2.
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to come off by breaking o The handle
broke off the cup in the dishwasher. o
Several branches broke off in the wind. 3.
to stop something suddenly o He broke
off in the middle of his story. o They
broke off the discussions. o to break it
off to end a relationship o They were go-
ing to get married, but she broke it off.
break out phrasal verb 1. to start o War
broke out between the countries in the ar-
ea. 2. to escape o Three prisoners broke
out of jail.
break up phrasal verb 1. to divide into
pieces o The oil tanker was breaking up
on the rocks. 2. to end o The meeting
broke up at 3 p.m.
breakable /'breikob(o)l/ adj that can
break easily
breakaway /'breikowel/ adj which has
become separated from a larger group
® breakdown /'brerkdaun/ noun 1. a
situation in which a machine or vehicle
stops working o We had a breakdown on
the motorway. o A breakdown truck came
to tow us to the garage. 2. a failure of a sys-
tem to work properly o There has been a
breakdown in communications between
them. 3. a situation in which someone can-
not continue to live normally any more be-
cause they are mentally ill or very tired 4. a
list showing details item by item o Give me
a breakdown of the travel costs.
@ breakfast /'brekfost/ noun the first
meal of the day o I had a boiled egg for
breakfast. o She didn’t have any breakfast
because she was in a hurry. o The hotel
serves breakfast from 7.30 to 9.30 every
day.
break-in /'breik 1n/ noun a burglary
breaking point /'breikig point/ noun
the point at which a situation reaches a cri-
sis
breakout /'breikauvt/ noun an escape
from a prison
breakthrough /'breikfru:/ noun a sud-
den success
breakup /'breikap/ noun the process of
coming to pieces or separating
® breast /brest/ noun 1. one of two parts
on a woman’s chest which produce milk 2.
meat from the chest part of a bird o Do you
want a wing or a slice of breast? o We
bought some chicken breasts to make a
stir-fry.
breastfeed /'brestfi:d/ (breastfeeds,
breastfeeding, breastfed) verb to give a
baby milk from the breast

@ breath /bred/ noun air which goes into
and out of the body through the nose or
mouth o We could see our breath in the
cold air. o to hold your breath to keep air
in your lungs, e.g. in order to go under wa-
ter o She held her breath under water for a
minute. o to take a deep breath to breathe
in as much air as you can o Take a deep
breath for the doctor. > to take someone’s
breath away to surprise someone very
much ¢ under your breath quietly o He
cursed under his breath. ¢ don’t hold your
breath don’t expect it to happen o He said
he’ll pay us next month, but don’t hold
your breath! ¢ out of breath, gasping for
breath having difficulty in breathing

@ breathe /bri:0/ (breathes, breathing,
breathed) verb to take air into the lungs or
let it out o Relax and breathe in and then
out slowly. o to breathe deeply to take a
lot of air into the lungs o he’s breathing
down my neck all the time always watch-
ing and judging what someone is doing
breather /'bri:ds/ noun a time when you
can rest (informal)

® breathing /'bri:01n/ noun the process
of taking air in and out of the lungs
breathing apparatus /'bri:dimy &po
,re1tas/ noun equipment such as a mask
and oxygen cylinder which can help a per-
son to breathe

breathing space /'bri:01y spers/ noun
a period when you can rest between activi-
ties

breathless /'breblos/ adj finding it diffi-
cult to breathe

breathtaking /'bre6bteikiy/ adj very im-
pressive

breath test /'bre6 test/ noun a test for a
driver to see if he has been drinking alco-
hol

® breed /bri:d/ noun a group of animals
or plants specially developed with features
that make it different from others of the
same type o Alsatians and other large
breeds of dog m verb (breeds, breeding,
bred) 1. to produce young animals o Rab-
bits breed very rapidly. 2. to keep animals
which produce young ones o They breed
sheep for the meat and the wool.
breeder /'britdo/ noun a person who
breeds animals or plants

® breeding /'bri:dig/ noun 1. the prac-
tice of raising animals or plants o Because
of the smell, pig breeding is strictly con-
trolled. o You can’t shoot pheasants during
the breeding season. 2. good education,
background and behaviour o It was obvi-
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ous that his secretary was a girl of good
breeding.
breeze /bri:z/ nouna slight wind o A cool
breeze is welcome on a hot day like this. m
verb (breezes, breezing, breezed) to walk
around looking very pleased with yourself
o He breezed into the meeting carrying a
cup of coffee.

breeze through phrasal verb to do some-

thing without any difficulty o She

breezed through the tests in an hour.
breezy /'bri:zi/ adj 1. windy o It is very
hot, but slightly breezy which makes it
more comfortable. o It’s a little breezy in
here, let’s shut the French windows. 2. hap-
py-go-lucky o A breezy youth looking as if
he didn’t have a care in the world.
brevity /'breviti/ noun (of time) the qual-
ity of being very short
brewer /'bru:a/ noun a person or compa-
ny that makes beer
brewery /‘bru:ori/ (plural breweries)
noun a factory where beer is made
bribe /braib/ noun an illegal payment to
someone to get something done o He of-
fered the witness a bribe to say nothing. m
verb (bribes, bribing, bribed) to give an il-
legal payment to someone o She planned to
customs officials to get the plans approved.
® bribery /'braib(o)ri/ noun the act of
bribing
bric-a-brac /'brik o brak/ noun attrac-
tive little objects which are not very valua-
ble
@ brick /brik/ noun a hard block of baked
clay used for building o You’ll need more
than eighty bricks to build a wall.

brick up phrasal verb to fill a hole with

bricks
bricklayer /'briklers/ noun a person who
builds walls with bricks
bridal /'braid(e)l/ adj referring to a wed-
ding (NOTE: Do not confuse with bridle.)
bride /braid/ noun a woman who is get-
ting married or has just married
bridegroom /'braidgru:m/ noun a man
who is getting married or has just got mar-
ried (NOTE: often just called the groom)
bridesmaid /'braidzmerd/ noun a girl
who is one of the bride’s attendants at a
wedding
@ bridge /brid3s/ noun 1. a road or path
built over a road or river so that you can
walk or drive from one side to the other o
There are two bridges across the river near
here. 2. a connection or helpful link be-
tween two things [~between] o A shared in-

terest can be a bridge between old and
young.
bridle /'braid(a)l/ noun straps put round a
horse’s head o She had some difficulty in
putting the bridle on the horse.
@ brief /bri:f/ adj short o He wrote a brief
note of thanks. o The meeting was very
brief. < in brief in a few words, or without
giving details o We have food for only a few
days; in brief, the situation is very serious.
briefcase /'bri:fkeis/ noun a case for
carrying papers or documents
briefing /'bri:fin/ noun a meeting where
information is given
@ briefly /'bri:fli/ adv 1. for a short time
2. in a few words, or without giving details
briefs /bri:fs/ plural noun short under-
wear for men or women o Before the med-
ical, the doctor asked him to strip down to
his briefs.
® brigade /bri'geid/ noun a section of
an army o The general sent an infantry bri-
gade to the region.
brigadier /,briga'dra/ noun an army of-
ficer in charge of a brigade
@ bright /brait/ adj1. full of light or sun-
light o a bright day o a bright room o
bright sunshine or sunlight strong clear
light from the sun 2. very strong o They
have painted their front door bright or-
ange. 3. a young person who is bright is in-
telligent o Both children are very bright. o
She’s the brightest student we’ve had for
many years. 4. clear and sunny o There will
be bright periods during the afternoon. 5.
happy and pleasant o She gave me a bright
smile.
brighten /'brait(o)n/ (brightens, bright-
ening, brightened) verb to make some-
thing bright, or to become bright
brighten up phrasal verb 1. (of a person)
to become more cheerful o She bright-
ened up when she saw him. 2. (of
weather) to become sunnier o The weath-
er is brightening up.
brightly /'braitli/ adv 1. in a strong clear
light or colour o A children’s book with
brightly painted pictures. o The streets
were brightly lit for Christmas. 2. cheerful-
ly o She smiled brightly as she went into
the hospital.
brightness /'braitnas/ noun 1. strong
clear light 2. strong colour
brilliance /'briljons/ noun the fact of be-
ing very clever
@® brilliant /'briljont/ adj 1. extremely
clever o He’s the most brilliant student of
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his year. o She had a brilliant idea. 2.
strong and clear o She stepped out into the
brilliant sunshine. 3. very good (informal) o
The way the information is displayed on
this website is brilliant.
brim /brim/ noun 1. the edge o The glass
was filled to the brim. 2. the flat part
around a hat o A hat with a wide brim.
brim over phrasal verb to overflow
® bring /brig/ (brings, bringing,
brought) verb to come with someone or
something to this place o She brought the
books to school with her. o He brought his
girlfriend home for tea. o Are you bringing
any friends to the party?
bring about phrasal verb to make some-
thing happen
bring along phrasal verb to bring some-
one or something with you
bring back phrasal verb to carry some-
thing back
bring down phrasal verb 1. to carry
something down to here o Can you bring
down the television from the bedroom? 2.
to make something less o We’ve brought
down all our prices.
bring forward phrasal verb to arrange
something to be done at an earlier date
than had been planned
bring off phrasal verb to succeed in doing
something
bring on phrasal verb to produce some-
thing < to have brought it on yourself
you have yourself to blame for what hap-
pened to you
bring out phrasal verb to make some-
thing come out
bring up phrasal verb 1. to look after and
educate a child o He was born in the USA
but brought up in England. o He was
brought up by his uncle in Scotland. 2. to
mention a problem o He brought up the
question of the noise. 3. to vomit some-
thing o She’s got a stomach upset and
brought up all her breakfast.
brink /brigk/ noun the time when some-
thing is about to happen < on the brink of
about to achieve something o The company
is on the brink of collapse. o She was on the
brink of a nervous breakdown.
brisk /brisk/ adj fairly fast
bristle /'bris(e)l/ noun 1. one of the short
stiff hairs on plants, or some animals such
as pigs o You could see the bristles on the
back of the sow’s neck. 2. one of the short
stiff parts of a brush o The bristles of my
toothbrush are coming off — I must get a
new one. m verb (bristles, bristling, bris-

tled) to take offence at something o She
bristled at the suggestion that a mistake
had been made.

Brit /brit/ noun a person from the United
Kingdom (informal)

@® British /'britif/ adj relating to the
United Kingdom o a British citizen o the
British army o The British press reported a
plane crash in Africa. o The ship was flying
a British flag.

Briton /'brit(o)n/ noun a person from the
United Kingdom

brittle /'brit(e)l/ adj hard and breaking
easily into pieces

broach /brout[/ (broaches, broaching,
broached) verb to start talking about a
problem

@ broad /bro:d/ adj very wide o a broad
river » breadth

broadband /'bro:dbend/ adj able to
manage large amounts of data quickly o a
broadband connection

® broadcast /'bro:dka:st/ noun a radio
or TV programme o The broadcast came
live from outside Buckingham Palace.
broadcaster /'bro:dka:sta/ noun a per-
son who works on radio or TV but is not an
actor

® broaden /'bro:d(o)n/ (broadens,
broadening, broadened) verb to make
something wider, or to become wider o
Part of their plan is to broaden the road. o
The river broadens to form a small lake.
broadly /'bro:dli/ adv widely
broad-minded /bro:d 'maindid/ adj
not shocked by other people’s behaviour or
words

broadsheet /'bro:dfi:t/ noun a newspa-
per with large pages (NOTE: Small format
newspapers are called tabloids.)
broadside /'bro:dsaid/ noun a strong
spoken or written attack

Broadway /'bro:dwer/ noun a street in
New York, where the major theatres are lo-
cated o The play was a big hit on Broad-
way but flopped in London.

brocade /bra'kerd/ noun a thick cloth
with a raised pattern

broccoli /'brokali/ noun a vegetable of
which the green, purple or white flower
buds are eaten

brochure /'broufo/ noun a small thin
book

broil /broil/ (broils, broiling, broiled)
verb to grill food

broiler /'broila/ noun a chicken sold for
roasting
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@ broke /brouk/ adj with no money
(informal) m past tense of break

® broken /'broukon/ adj 1. in pieces o
She tried to mend the broken vase. 2. not
working o We can’t use the lift because it’s
broken. m past participle of break
broken-down / brouvkon 'daun/ adj not
working

broken-hearted / brovkon'ha:tid/ adj
very sad

broker /'brouka/ noun a dealer in shares
or insurance

brolly /'broli/ (plural brollies) noun an
umbrella (informal)

bronchitis /broy'kaitis/ noun an illness
caused by infection in the bronchial tubes
bronzed /bronzd/ adj tanned from being
in the sun

bronze medal /bronz 'med(a)l/ noun a
medal given to someone who finishes third
in a race or competition

brooch /braut [/ noun a piece of jewel-
lery fixed onto clothes with a pin

brood /bru:d/ noun a family of young
birds or small children o Some birds raise
only one brood of chicks a year. o Simon
and his brood came for lunch yesterday. m
verb (broods, brooding, brooded) to think
anxiously about something a lot
[~about/over/on] o She’s brooding over the
possibility that she might lose her job.

® broom /bru:m/ noun 1. a brush with a
long handle, used to clean floors o She
swept the kitchen with a broom. 2. a bush
with yellow flowers, found in sandy places
and grown in gardens o Broom flowers ear-
ly in the summer.

broth /bro6/ noun a light meat soup
brothel /'bro6(o)l/ noun a house where
prostitutes work

@ brother /'brads/ noun a boy or man
who has the same mother and father as
someone else o My brother John is three
years older than me. o She came with her
three brothers.

brotherhood /'bradshud/ noun links
between people

brother-in-law /'bradar 1 1o/ (plural
brothers-in-law) noun a brother of your
husband or wife; a husband of your sister;
or a husband of a husband’s or wife’s sister
brotherly /'bradsli/ adj kind or protec-
tive like a brother o She was expecting
some brotherly advice, instead of which
her brother told her she was a fool.

@® brought /bro:t/ past tense and past
participle of bring

brow /brau/ noun 1. the forehead o She
wrinkled or knit her brow as she tried to
understand the guidebook. 2. an eyebrow,
the line of hair above the eye o He’s in-
stantly recognisable with those dark bushy
brows. 3. the top of a hill o Having reached
the brow of the hill they stopped to look at
the view.

® brown /brauvn/ adj1. with a colour like
earth or wood o She has brown hair and
blue eyes. o It’s autumn and the leaves are
turning brown. 2. with skin made dark by
the sun o He’s very brown — he must have
been sitting in the sun. m noun a colour like
earth or wood o I'd prefer shoes of a lighter
brown.

brownfield /'braunfi:ld/ adj referring to
land that previously had industrial building
on it but is now available for housing
brownie /'bravni/ noun a small chocolate
cake usually with nuts

® browse /bravz/ (browses, browsing,
browsed) verb 1. to look through a book,
newspaper or magazine, without reading it
properly o I browsed through several mag-
azines at the doctor’s surgery. 2. to wander
around a shop looking at things for sale o
Do you need any help? — No, I'm just
browsing. 3. to go to various websites on
the Internet without looking for anything in
particular

browser /'brauza/ noun computer soft-
ware which allows you to browse on the In-
ternet

bruise /bru:z/ noun a dark painful area on
the skin, where you have been hit o She
had bruises all over her arms. m verb
(bruises, bruising, bruised) to make a
bruise on the skin by being hit or by knock-
ing yourself on something o She bruised
her knee on the corner of the table.
brunch /brant |/ noun a meal taken from
about 10 a.m., a combination of breakfast
and lunch

brunette /bru:'net/ nouna person, usual-
ly a woman, with dark brown hair

@ brush /braf/ noun 1. a tool made of a
handle and hairs or wire, used for doing
things such as cleaning or painting o You
need a stiff brush to get the mud off your
shoes. o She used a very fine brush to paint
the details. o He was painting the front of
the house with a large brush. 2. the act of
cleaning with a brush o She gave the coat
a good brush. 3. a short argument or fight
with someone o He’s had several brushes
with the police recently. m verb (brushes,
brushing, brushed) 1. to clean with a
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brush o He brushed his shoes before going
to the office. o Always remember to brush
your teeth before you go to bed. 2. to go
past something touching it gently o She
brushed against me as she came into the
café.
brush off phrasal verb 1. to clean some-
thing off with a brush o He brushed the
mud off his boots. 2. to ignore something
because it is not very important o So far
he has managed to brush off all the com-
plaints about his work.
brush up phrasal verb to learn more
about something o You’ll need to brush
up your English if you want to get a job
as a guide.
brusque /brusk/ adj using very few
words and not being very polite
Brussels sprout /bras(e)lz 'sprauvt/
noun a green vegetable like a very small
cabbage
brutal /'bru:t(o)l/ adj cruel and violent
brute /bru:t/ noun 1. a violent person o
Her husband’s such a brute, sometimes I
fear for her safety. 2. a large animal o
Three bears came near our camp and one
big brute tried to get into my tent.
BTW abbrby the way
® bubble /'bab(9)l/ noun a ball of air or
gas contained in a liquid or other substance
o Bubbles of gas rose to the surface of the
lake. o He blew bubbles in his drink. m verb
(bubbles, bubbling, bubbled) to make
bubbles, or have bubbles inside o The por-
ridge was bubbling in the pan.
bubble up phrasal verb to come to the
surface as bubbles

bubble gum /'bab(s)l gam/ noun 1. a
type of chewing gum that can be blown
from the mouth into large bubbles 2. pop
music aimed at the younger teenage market
and usually considered to be lacking in
originality

bubbly /'babli/ adj (bubblier, bubbliest)
with bubbles o For a really bubbly bath,
pour the soap in under running hot water.
m noun champagne (informal) o Come and
have a glass of bubbly to celebrate the
birth of our son. (NOTE: no plural)

® buck /bak/ noun 1. a male of certain
animals such as the hare, rabbit, deer or
goat (NOTE: The female is called a doe.) 2.
US a dollar o It’ll cost you ten bucks. o You
couldn’t lend me 100 bucks, could you? <
to pass the buck to pass responsibility to
someone else (informal) o The manager is
a very weak character, he’s always passing

the buck. ¢ the buck stops here I am the
person who is responsible
@ bucket /'bakit/ noun 1. an open con-
tainer with a handle, used mainly for carry-
ing liquids o He filled a bucket from the
tap. 2. the contents of a bucket o He
brought a bucket of water from the river. o
They threw buckets of water on the fire. m
verb (buckets, bucketing, bucketed) to
pour with rain (informal) o It’s bucketing
down outside.
buckle /'bak(a)l/ (buckles, buckling,
buckled) verb 1. to bend and collapse o The
whole bridge buckled under the weight of
the traffic. 2. to become bent o The front
wheel of my bicycle has buckled.

buckle down phrasal verb to start to work

hard (informal)
bud /bad/ noun a place where a new shoot
or flower will grow from on a plant o /t was
spring and the buds on the trees were be-
ginning to open.
Buddhism /'budiz(e)m/ noun a religion
based on the teaching of the Indian philos-
opher known as Buddha (NOTE: + Buddhist
n)
budding /'badiy/ adj studying to be, hop-
ing to be
buddy /'badi/ (plural buddies) noun main-
ly US a friend (informal)
budge /badz/ (budges,
budged) verb to move
budgerigar /'badzorigar/ noun a small
colourful tropical bird often kept as a pet
@ budget /'bad3zit/ noun an amount of
money that can be spent on something o
There isn’t enough money in the household
budget to pay for a new carpet. m verb
(budgets, budgeting, budgeted) to plan
how you will spend money in the future
[~for] o They are having to budget carefully
before going on holiday. o We're budgeting
for a 5% increase in electricity prices.
budgie /'bad3i/ noun same as budgeri-
gar (informal)
buff /baf/ noun 1. a pale brown colour o
This type of envelope comes in blue, green
and buff only. 2. an enthusiast o This is the
best dictionary for crossword buffs.
buffalo /'bafalou/ (plural buffaloes or
buffalos or same) noun a large wild animal
with long hair, like a large bull, which used
to be common in North America but is re-
duced in numbers (NOTE: For a group, you
say a herd of buffalo.)
® buffer /'bafa/ noun 1. a shock-absorb-
ing pad o The cushion acts as a buffer be-
tween the two pieces of machinery. o The

budging,



bulldoze

train failed to stop and crashed into the
buffers. 2. something placed between two
powertful forces, which prevents problems
occurring between them o The UN tried to
establish a buffer zone between the two
factions.

buffet /'bufer/ noun a meal where the
food is in dishes on a table, and each per-
son helps himself o The hotel serves a buf-
fet breakfast.

® bug /bag/ (bugs, bugging, bugged)
verb to make someone feel slightly angry,
especially for a long time (informal) o I
can’t remember his name, and it’s really
bugging me!

bugging device /'bagig di,vais/ noun
a hidden microphone

buggy /'bagi/ (plural buggies) noun 1. a
little electric car for one or two people o
Beach buggies have very large tyres so that
they can drive on sand. o Some people hire
buggies when they play golf. 2. alight fold-
ing chair with wheels for pushing a baby in
o She pushed the buggy across the busy
road.

bugle /'bju:g(e)l/ noun a brass musical
instrument similar to a trumpet, mainly
used in the army

® build /bild/ verb (builds, building,
built) 1. to make something by putting its
parts together o The house was only built
last year. o They are planning to build a
motorway across the field. o The children
built sand castles on the beach. 2. to devel-
op something o We need to build a good
team relationship. o These games are good
for building your vocabulary. m noun the
particular shape of someone’s body o She’s
a girl of slender build. o He has the same
build as his father.
build up phrasal verb to increase o The
pressure is building up on him to resign.
o Gas built up rapidly in the boiler until
it exploded.

® builder /'bildo/ noun a person who
builds buildings

@ building /'bildiy/ noun 1. something
such as a house, railway station or factory
which has been built o The flood washed
away several buildings. o His office is on
the top floor of the building. 2. the action of
constructing something o The building of
the tunnel has taken many years.

® building society /'bildig so,saroti/
noun an organisation which pays interest
on people’s savings and lends money to
people buying houses or flats

build-up /'bild ap/ noun 1. the prepara-
tions for something 2. a gradual increase in
something o a build-up of traffic 3. a flat-
tering description of someone or some-
thing o We’d expected someone funnier af-
ter all the build-up.

built /bilt/ past tense and past participle of
build

-built /bilt/ suffix made or constructed
built-in /,bilt 't/ adj made as part of a
room or machine

® bulb /balb/ noun 1. a round part of
some plants, which stays under the ground,
and from which leaves and flowers grow o
She planted spring bulbs all round the
house. 2. a glass ball which gives electric
light o I need to change the bulb in the ta-
ble lamp.

bulbous /'balbas/ adj fat and round
bulge /bald3/ noun a swelling o There’s a
little bulge in the carpet — I guess we’ll find
the missing toy underneath. m verb (bulg-
es, bulging, bulged) 1. to be big at one
place 2. to be full of something [~with] o
Her pockets were bulging with bundles of
notes. o Father’s briefcase bulged not with
important papers but with toys for his chil-
dren.

bulging /'bald31y/ adj sticking out
bulimia /bu'limisa/ noun a psychological
condition in which the patient eats too
much and is incapable of controlling their
eating

bulk /balk/ noun a large amount ¢ in bulk
in large quantities o It is cheaper to buy
stationery for the school in bulk. < the bulk
of most of o The bulk of our sales are in
Europe. o She finished the bulk of the work
before lunch.

bulky /'balki/ (bulkier, bulkiest) adj awk-
wardly large

bull /bul/ noun a male animal of the cow
family o Be careful when you cross the
field — there’s a bull in it. ¢ to take the bull
by the horns to try to deal with a difficult
problem (informal) o He decided to take the
bull by the horns and tell his father that he
was leaving the family firm.

bulldog /'buldpg/ noun a short strong
dog with a flat face

bulldoze /'buldouz/ (bulldozes, bull-
dozing, bulldozed) verb 1. to knock down
or to clear using a bulldozer o They bull-
dozed the old farm buildings. 2. to force
something to happen o he bulldozed his
proposal through the committee he
forced the committee to agree to his pro-
posal



bulldozer

bulldozer /'buldovza/ noun a large pow-
erful tractor with a curved plate in front for
pushing or moving earth

bullet /'bulit/ noun a piece of metal that
you shoot from a gun o He loaded his gun
with bullets. o Two bullets had been fired.
bulletin /'bulitin/ noun information on a
situation

bulletin board /'bulitin bo:d/ noun 1.
US a board on which notices can be placed
2. (on the Internet) a system of sending
messages or advertising events o She ad-
vertised the concert on the bulletin board.
bullet point/'bulit point/ nouna printed
symbol like a circle before an item in a list
bullet-proof /'bulitpru:f/ adj made so
that bullets cannot go through

bullfight /'bulfait/ noun entertainment in
Spain, where a man fights a bull

bullion /'bulion/ noun gold or silver bars
bull market /'bul ;ma:kit/ noun a period
when prices on the stock market rise as
people buy shares because they think share
prices will rise still further

bull’s eye /'bulz al/ noun the centre of
the target which you try to hit in sports
such as archery, darts or rifle shooting o
This target is not easy, the bull’s eye is very
small.

bully /'buli/ noun (plural bullies) a person
who often hurts or is unkind to other peo-
ple o He’s a bully, he’s always trying to
frighten smaller children. m verb (bullies,
bullying, bullied) to be unkind to someone
often o She was bullied by the other chil-
dren in school.

bum /bam/ noun (informal) 1. a person’s
bottom o He just sits on his bum all day,
doing nothing. 2. US a person who sits
around doing nothing o Can’t you bums
find something to do? 3. a person who is
very keen on something o a ski bum

bum bag /'bam bag/ noun a small bag
attached to a belt for keeping valuables in
bumblebee /'bamb(a)lbiz/ noun a large
brown furry bee

bumbling /'bambliy/ adj confused and
inefficient (informal)

® bump /bamp/ noun 1. a slight knock o
The boat hit the landing stage with a bump.
2. araised area o Drive slowly, the road is
full of bumps. 3. araised area on your body,
where something has hit it o He has a
bump on the back of his head. m verb
(bumps, bumping, bumped) to hit some-
thing or a part of the body o He’s crying
because he bumped his head on the door.

bump into phrasal verb to hit slightly o
Be careful not to bump into the wall when
you're reversing. < to bump into some-
one to meet someone by chance o [
bumped into him at the station.
bump off phrasal verb to murder some-
one (slang)
bumper /'bamps/ adj very large o a
bumper crop of corn o We’re publishing a
bumper edition of children’s stories. o Last
year was a bumper year for sales of mobile
phones. m noun a protective bar on the front
and back of a car o He backed into a lamp-
post and dented the rear bumper. o There
was a mile-long traffic jam with cars
standing bumper-to-bumper.
bumpy /'bampi/ (bumpier, bumpiest)
adj not smooth
® bun /ban/ noun 1. a small round piece
of bread or a cake o The burgers are served
in a bun. o These buns are too sweet and
sticky. 2. hair tied up at the back of the head
in a knot o She wears her hair in a bun.
@® bunch /bantf/ noun 1. a group of
things taken together o He carries a bunch
of keys attached to his belt. o He brought
her a bunch of flowers. 2. a group of people
o I work with a nice bunch of people o My
friends are a mixed bunch. 3. several fruits
attached to the same stem o a bunch of
grapes o a bunch of bananas m verb
(bunches, bunching, bunched) to form a
group
bundle /'band(o)l/ noun 1. a parcel of
things wrapped up or tied up together o A
bundle of clothes was all she owned. o He
produced a bundle of papers tied up with
green string. o She left her clothes in a
bundle on the floor. 2. a set of things sold
or presented together o a bundle of soft-
ware m verb (bundles, bundling, bundled)
1. to put things somewhere quickly without
being careful o He bundled the papers into
a drawer. o She bundled the children off to
school. o The police bundled him into the
back of their van. 2. to sell a software pro-
gramme at the same time as you sell hard-
ware, both sold together at a special price
[~with] o The word-processing package is
bundled with the computer.
bung /bag/ (bungs, bunging, bunged)
verb to throw (informal) o Don’t keep that
paper — just bung it in the wastepaper bas-
ket.
@ bungalow /'baggslou/ noun a house
with only a ground floor
bungee-jumping /'band3i: ,dzampiy/
noun a sport which consists of jumping



burrow

from a high point such as a bridge when at-
tached by your ankles to a long elastic ca-
ble, so that instead of hitting the ground,
you bounce up into the air

bungle /'bagg(e)l/ (bungles, bungling,
bungled) verb to do something badly
(informal)

bunk beds /'bagk bedz/ plural noun two
beds one on top of the other, with a ladder
to climb to the top one o We put the chil-
dren in bunk beds because they take up less
space.

bunker /'bagka/ noun 1. a room with es-
pecially strong walls, often underground o
The soldiers defended the bunker for sever-
al days. o As the enemy approached, the
ministers hid in a bunker under the presi-
dential palace. 2. an open pit filled with
sand placed on a golf course to trap balls
and make difficulties for the players

® bunny /'bani/ (plural bunnies) noun a
child’s name for a rabbit (informal)

buoyant /'boront/ adj 1. which can float
easily, which helps something float easily
o The raft became waterlogged and was no
longer buoyant. o Salt water is more buoy-
ant than fresh water. 2. full of confidence o
She left the meeting in a very buoyant
mood.

® burden /'ba:d(e)n/ noun 1. a heavy
load o He relieved her of her burden. 2.
something that is hard to deal with [/~on/to]
o I think he finds running the family shop
quite a burden on him.

bureau /'bjuorou/ (plural bureaus or bu-
reaux) noun 1. an office o He filed the re-
port from the New York bureau. 2. an an-
tique desk 3. US a chest of drawers o My
socks are in the bureau in the bedroom. 4.
US a section of a government department

bureaucracy /bjus'rokrasi/ noun 1. a
group of officials working for central or lo-
cal government, or for an international
body o The investigation of complaints is
in the hands of the local bureaucracy. 2. a
complicated official system o Red tape and
bureaucracy slow down charitable work. o
I’m fed up with all this bureaucracy, just to
get an export licence.

bureaucrat /'bjuarakreet/ noun a person
who runs an office or government depart-
ment

® burger /'b3:go/ noun same as ham-
burger

® burglar /'ba:glo/ noun a person who
tries to get into a building to steal things

burglar alarm /'ba:glor o,la:m/ noun a
piece of equipment which makes a loud
noise if someone enters a building illegally
burglary /'ba:glori/ (plural burglaries)
noun a robbery by a burglar
burgle /'b3:g(e)l/ (burgles, burgling,
burgled) verb to enter a building and steal
things from it
burgundy /'ba:gondi/ adj dark red
® burial /'berisl/ noun a ceremony of
burying a dead person
burly /'ba:li/ (burlier, burliest) adj (of a
person) with a large strong body
® burn /ba:n/ noun a burnt area of the
skin or a surface o She had burns on her
face and hands. o There’s a burn on the
edge of the table where he left his cigarette.
m verb (burns, burning, burnt or burned)
1. to destroy or damage something by fire
o She burnt her finger on the hot frying
pan. o The hotel was burnt to the ground
last year. o I've burnt the toast again. 2. to
feel painful, or to make something feel
painful o The sun and wind burnt his face.
3. to damage part of the body by heat o She
burnt her finger on the hot frying pan. 4. to
be on fire o The firemen were called to the
burning school.
burn down phrasal verb 1. to destroy
something completely by fire o They
were playing with matches and burnt the
house down. 2. to be destroyed complete-
ly by fire o The building had burnt down
before the firemen arrived.
burn out phrasal verb to destroy the in-
side completely by fire o The restaurant
was completely burnt out.
burning /'ba:niy/ adj 1. very hot o The
baby must have a temperature — his face is
burning. o Careful, the pan is burning hot.
2. painful, as though being touched by
something hot o She had a burning pain in
her left eye. 3. very keen o He had a burn-
ing desire to go to Egypt.
®@ burnt /ba:nt/ adjdestroyed or damaged
by fire or heat
burnt-out /b3:nt 'avt/ adj completely
tired physically or emotionally through too
much hard work, stress, or fast living
burp /b3:p/ noun the noise made when
bringing up air from the stomach o When
the baby stops drinking, pat him gently on
the back until he makes a burp. m verb
(burps, burping, burped) to make a burp o
There is nothing like a fizzy drink to make
you burp.
burrow /'barou/ noun a rabbit hole o The
rabbits all popped down into their burrow



bursar

when we came near. m verb (burrows, bur-
rowing, burrowed) to dig underground o
Moles have burrowed under the lawn.
bursar /'ba:so/ nouna person in charge of
the finances of a school or college
bursary /'b3:s(a)ri/ noun money given to
some students to help them pay for their
studies
® burst /baist/ verb (bursts, bursting,
burst) to break open or explode suddenly,
or cause something to break open or ex-
plode suddenly o When she picked up the
balloon it burst. m noun 1. a sudden loud
sound o There was a burst of gunfire and
then silence. o Bursts of laughter came
from the office. 2. a sudden effort or activity
o She put on a burst of speed. o In a burst
of energy he cleaned the whole house.
burst into phrasal verb 1. to enter unex-
pectedly, in a rush o She burst into the
meeting waving a bundle of papers. 2. to
start to do something suddenly o She
opened the letter and burst into tears. o
The building burst into flames.
burst out phrasal verb 1. to suddenly start
o She burst out laughing. 2. to say some-
thing loudly o He burst out into a string
of insults. 3. to leave quickly o She burst
out of the shop, and started running down
the street.
bursting /'ba:stiy/ abbr very full of peo-
ple o The bar was bursting last night. m adj
1. eager to say something [~to] o He was
bursting to tell everyone the news. 2. feel-
ing an emotion strongly [~with] o bursting
with pride
bury /'beri/ (buries, burying, buried) verb
to put someone or something into the
ground o He was buried in the local ceme-
tery. o Squirrels often bury nuts in the au-
tumn.
@ bus /bas/ (plural buses or busses)
noun a large motor vehicle which carries
passengers o He goes to work by bus. o She
takes the 8 o’clock bus to school every
morning. o We missed the last bus and had
to walk home. o The number 6 bus goes to
Oxford Street.
@ bush /bu |/ noun a small tree o a holly
bush with red berries o An animal was
moving in the bushes.
bushel /'bu[(a)l/ noun a measure of dry
goods, such as grain (equal to 56 pounds)
bushy /'bui/ (bushier, bushiest) adj (of
hair) growing thickly
@ business /'biznis/ noun 1. the work
of buying and selling things o They do a lot
of business with France. o She works in the

electricity business. o on business working
o The sales director is in Holland on busi-
ness. 2. a company o She runs a photogra-
phy business. o He runs a secondhand car
business. 3. something that affects a partic-
ular person o it’s none of your business
it’s nothing to do with you

business class /'biznis kla:s/ noun
travel which is less expensive than first
class

businesslike /'biznislaik/ adj practical
and efficient

businessman /'biznisman/ (plural
businessmen) noun a man who works in
business, or who runs a business
businessperson /'biznis,p3:s(o)n/
(plural businesspeople or businessper-
sons) noun a person who works in busi-
ness, or who runs a business

business plan /'biznis plan/ noun a
plan of the future development of a busi-
ness

businesswoman /'biznis ,wumon/
(plural businesswomen) noun a woman
who works in business, or who runs a busi-
ness

busk /bask/ (busks, busking, busked)
verb to entertain people in the street

bus shelter /'bas felto/ noun a con-
struction with a roof where you can wait
for a bus

bust /bast/ noun1. a sculpture of the head
and shoulders o Have you seen the bust of
the Prime Minister? 2. a woman’s breasts m
verb (busts, busting, busted or bust) to
break (informal) o She’s bust my precious
vase! o He hit the ball hard and it bust a
window.

bustle /'bas(a)l/ noun a situation where
people are hurrying around o It’s nice to sit
quietly at home after the bustle of the of-
fice. m verb (bustles, bustling, bustled) to
hurry around doing things o She bustled
around the kitchen getting dinner ready.
bustling /'bas(o)liy/ adj with a lot of
people and activity

bust-up /'bast aAp/ noun 1. the breaking
up of something such as a relationship or
an organisation 2. a fight or bad argument
® busy /'bizi/ (busier, busiest) adj 1.
working on or doing something o He was
busy mending the dishwasher. o I was too
busy to phone my aunt. 2. full of people o
The shops are busiest during the week be-
fore Christmas. 3. (of a phone line) being
used by someone else, so you cannot get an
answer when you call o His phone’s been
busy all day. (NOTE: + busily adv)



by-election

busybody /'bizibodi/ (plural busybod-
ies) noun a person who is too interested in
what other people do (informal)
@ but /bot, bat/ conjused for showing a
difference o He is very tall, but his wife is
quite short. o We would like to come to
your party, but we’re doing something else
that evening. m prep except o Everyone but
me is allowed to go to the cinema. o They
had eaten nothing but apples.
® butcher /'but o/ noun a person who
prepares and sells meat
butler /'batlo/ noun the most important
male servant in a house, who serves at ta-
ble, especially dealing with wine
butt /bat/ noun1. alarge container for wa-
ter or wine o It has rained a lot lately and
the rainwater butt is overflowing. 2. the
end of a cigarette which has been smoked
o He picked up old butts from the pave-
ment. 3. the end of the handle of a gun
which presses against the shoulder of the
person firing it o The prisoners were beat-
en with rifle butts. 4. a person whom other
people laugh at o He will always be the butt
of their criticism if he doesn’t dress any
better. 5. a push with the head o The goat
came up behind him and gave him a butt
with its head. 6. US buttocks o fo give
someone a kick in the butt m verb (butts,
butting, butted) to push with the head o
The goat lowered its head and butted him.
butt in phrasal verb to interrupt
@ butter /'bata/ noun a yellow fat made
from the cream of milk, used on bread or
for cooking o Could you pass the butter,
please? o Don’t spread the butter so thick.
o Fry the mushrooms in butter. (NOTE: no
plural: some butter; a knob of butter) m verb
(butters, buttering, buttered) to spread
butter on something o She was busy butter-
ing slices of bread for the sandwiches.
buttercup /'batokap/ noun a common
yellow flower found in fields
® butterfly /'batoflar/ noun an insect
with large brightly coloured wings, which
flies during the day
buttocks /'batoks/ plural noun the part of
the body on which you sit
@ button /'bat(o)n/ noun 1. a small, usu-
ally round piece of plastic, metal or wood,
that you push through a hole in clothes to
fasten them o The wind is cold — do up the
buttons on your coat. o A button’s come off
my shirt. 2. a small round object which you
push to operate something such as a bell o
Press this button to call the lift. o Push the
red button to set off the alarm. m verb (but-

tons, buttoning, buttoned) to fasten some-
thing with buttons o He buttoned (up) his
coat because it was cold.

buttonhole /'bat(a)nhoul/ noun a hole
which a button goes through when it is fas-
tened o You've put the button in the wrong
buttonhole.
® buy /bar/ (buys, buying, bought) verb
to get something by paying money for it o
I bought a newspaper on my way to the sta-
tion. o She’s buying a flat. o She bought
herself a pair of ski boots. o What did you
buy your mother for her birthday?
buy up phrasal verb to buy a large quan-
tity of something

®@ buyer /'baia/ noun a person who buys
things
buyout /'baraut/ noun same as takeover

buzz /baz/ noun a noise like the sound

made by a bee o the buzz of an electric saw

in the garden next door m verb (buzzes,

buzzing, buzzed) to make a noise like a

bee o Wasps were buzzing round the jam.
buzz off phrasal verb to go away
(informal)

buzzer /'bazo/ noun a piece of equipment
which buzzes as a signal of something

buzzword /‘bazwsid/ noun a word
which is frequently used (informal)

@® by /bav/ prep 1. near o The house is just
by the bus stop. o Sit down here by me. 2.
not later than o They should have arrived
by now. o You must be home by eleven
o’clock. o It must be finished by Friday. 3.
used for showing the means of doing some-
thing o Send the parcel by airmail. o Get in
touch with the office by phone. o They
came by car. o She caught a cold by stand-
ing in the rain. o You make the drink by
adding champagne to orange juice. o She
paid by cheque, not by credit card. 4. used
for showing the person or thing that did
something o a painting by Van Gogh o a
CD recorded by our local group o ‘Ham-
let’ is a play by Shakespeare. o The post-
man was bitten by the dog. o She was
knocked down by a car. 5. used for showing
amounts o We sell tomatoes by the kilo. o
Eggs are sold by the dozen. o Prices have
been increased by 5%. o They won by 4
goals to 2. m adv past o She drove by with-
out seeing us.

® bye /bar/, bye-bye /,bar 'bai/ interj
goodbye (informal)

by-election /'bar 1,lekfon/, bye-elec-
tion noun an election for Parliament when
an MP has died or retired



bygone

bygone /'baigon/ adj belonging to the
past o A painting of a bygone age.
bypass /'baipa:s/ noun a road round a
town o Take the bypass if you want to avoid
congestion in the town centre. m verb (by-
passes, bypassing, bypassed) to go
round a town, avoiding the centre o It
would be better if you could bypass the
town centre on market day. o The main
road bypasses the town centre.
by-product /'bar ,prodakt/ noun a prod-
uct made as a result of manufacturing a
main product

bystander /'baistaends/ noun a person
near where something is happening

byte /bait/ noun a group of eight bits
which a computer operates on as a single
unit (NOTE: usually used in compounds: kil-
obyte, megabyte, etc. Do not confuse with
bite.)

byway /'baiwer/ noun an unimportant
road

byword /'batws:d/ noun 1. somebody or
something well known for representing a
particular quality 2. a word or phrase
which is in common use



C

C /sii/, C noun the third letter of the alpha-
bet, between B and D

cab /keeb/ noun 1. a taxi o He took a cab
to the airport. o Can you phone for a cab,
please? o Cab fares are very high in New
York. 2. a separate part of a large vehicle
for a driver o The truck driver climbed into
his cab and started the engine.

cabaret /'keborer/ noun entertainment
given in a restaurant or club, with dancing
and singing

cabbage /'kabidz/ noun a vegetable
with large pale green or red leaves folded
into a tight ball

cabin /'’kabin/ noun 1. a small room on a
ship o We booked a first-class cabin on the
cruise. o She felt sick and went to lie down
in her cabin. 2. the inside of an aircraft o
The aircraft is divided into three separate
cabins. o The first-class cabin is in the
front of the plane. 3. a small hut o He has a
cabin by a lake where he goes fishing.

@ cabinet /'’kabinat/ noun 1. a piece of
furniture with shelves o a china cabinet 2.
a committee formed from the most impor-
tant members of a government o The cabi-
net met at 10 o’clock this morning. o
There’s a cabinet meeting every Tuesday
morning.

® cable /'kerb(a)l/ noun 1. a wire for car-
rying electricity or electronic signals o
They’ve been digging up the pavements to
lay cables. o He ran a cable out into the
garden so that he could use the lawnmow-
er. 2. a thick rope or wire o The ship was at-
tached to the quay by cables. 3. same as ca-
ble television

cable television /keib(o)l telr
'viz(o)n/, cable TV /keib(d)l tir'vii/
noun a television system where the signals
are sent along underground cables

cache /k[/ noun a hidden store o The
police found a cache of explosives in the
shed.

cackle /'kek(o)l/ (cackles, cackling,
cackled) verb to make a little high-pitched
laugh

cacophony /ko'kofoni/ noun an un-
pleasant mixture of loud sounds

cactus /'kaktas/ (plural cacti) noun a
plant with thorns which grows in the desert
CAD /ke&d/ abbr computer-aided design
caddie /'kadi/ (plural caddies) noun a
person who carries the clubs for a golfer o
Some of the best golf professionals started
as caddies.

caddy /'kadi/ noun 1. a little box for
keeping loose tea in 2. same as caddie
cadet /ka'det/ noun a young person train-
ing for the armed services or the police
force

caesarean /si'zeorion/, caesarean sec-
tion /s1'zeorion ,sek[on/ noun an opera-
tion to deliver a baby by cutting through
the abdominal wall into the uterus

café /'kefer/ noun a small restaurant sell-
ing drinks or light meals o We had a snack
in the station café.

cafeteria/ kefo'tiorio/ noun a self-serv-
ice restaurant

cafetiere / kafo'tjea/ noun a coffee pot
where you push down a filter to make the
coffee

caffeine /'kefiin/ noun a chemical found
in coffee, chocolate and tea which acts as a
stimulant

® cage /keid3s/ noun a box made of wire
or with metal bars for keeping birds or an-
imals in o The rabbit got out of its cage.
cagey /'keidzi/ (cagier, cagiest) adj not
wanting to share information (informal) o
They’re being very cagey about their rela-
tionship.

@® cake /keik/ noun food made by mixing
flour, eggs and sugar, and baking it o a
piece of cherry cake o She had six candles
on her birthday cake. o Have another slice
of Christmas cake. o Would you like some
chocolate cake?

caked /keikt/ adjcovered with something
that has become dry and hard

calamity /ko'leemiti/ (plural calamities)
noun a disaster



calcium

calcium /'kalsiom/ noun a chemical ele-
ment which is found in different forms, e.g.
in chalk rocks, shells, bones and teeth, wa-
ter, milk and some plants, and is an impor-
tant part of a balanced diet o Their diet has
a calcium deficiency or is deficient in cal-
cium.

@® calculate /'kzlkju leit/ (calculates,
calculating, calculated) verb to find the
answer to a problem using numbers
[~(that)/~how/what/when etc] o The bank
clerk calculated the rate of exchange for
the dollar. o He calculated that it would
take us six hours to finish the job. o Have
you calculated when we’ll need to finish?
calculated /'kelkjulertid/ adj deliber-
ate

calculating /'kelkjulertiy/ adj who
makes clever plans in a careful way and
thinks about all the possible results

@® calculation / kelkju'lerf(a)n/ noun
1. a series of numbers that you obtain when
you are calculating something o According
to my calculations, we have enough fuel
left to do only twenty kilometres. 2. the act
of calculating

® calculator /'kelkjuleito/ noun a
small electronic machine for doing calcu-
lations

calculus /'kelkjulos/ noun a part of
mathematics which is the way of calculat-
ing varying rates o Calculus is now taught
in sixth forms.

calendar /'keelinda/ noun a set of pages
showing the days and months of the year
® calf /ka:f/ (plural calves) noun 1. a
young cow or bull o The cow stood in a
corner of the field with her two calves. 2.
the back part of someone’s leg between the
ankle and the knee

calibrate /'kalibrert/ (calibrates, cali-
brating, calibrated) verb to mark the de-
grees or measurements on a scale
calibre /'kaliba/ noun 1. the measure-
ment across the inside of a gun barrel o The
two bullets come from same calibre guns.
2. a quality or ability which something or
someone has, particularly when it is of a
high standard o It’s work which he thinks is
beneath a person of his calibre. (NOTE: [all
senses] The US spelling is caliber.)

@ call /ko:1/ verb (calls, calling, called) 1.
to say something loudly to someone who is
some distance away o Call the children
when it’s time for tea. 2. to telephone
someone o If he comes back, tell him I’ll
call him when I'm in the office. o Mr Smith
is out — shall I ask him to call you back? o

Call the police — the shop has been bur-
gled! o Can you call me a cab, please? 3.
to wake someone o Call me at 7 o’clock. 4.
to give someone or something a name o
They’re going to call the baby Sam. o His
name is John but everyone calls him Jack.
o What do you call this computer pro-
gramme? 5. to be called to have as a name
o Our cat’s called Felix. 6. to visit some-
one or somewhere o The doctor called at
the house, but there was no one there. m
noun 1. a telephone conversation, or an at-
tempt to get in touch with someone by tel-
ephone [~for] o Were there any calls for me
while I was out? o to make a call to make
contact with and speak to someone on the
telephone o She wants to make a (phone)
call to Australia. o to take a call to answer
the telephone 2. a telephone call or short
conversation to wake someone o He asked
for an early morning call. o I want a call
at 7 o’clock I want someone to wake me at
7 o’clock 3. a visit to someone’s home or
place of work [~on] o The doctor made
three calls on patients this morning. o to
make a call to visit someone or some-
where, especially on business < on call
available for duty
call for phrasal verb to need a particular
skill or ability o Rescuing people with a
helicopter calls for particular flying
skills.
call in phrasal verb 1. to ask someone to
come and give advice or help 2. to tele-
phone a place of work in order to collect
or leave a message 3. to ask for a sum of
money to be paid back 4. to arrange for or
request that something be returned, e.g.
goods that are not suitable for sale 5. to
make a short visit to someone, especially
without making an arrangement first
call off phrasal verb to decide not to do
something which had been planned
call on phrasal verb 1. to visit someone o
She called on her mother to see how she
was. 2. to ask someone to do something o
The police have called on everyone to
watch out for the escaped prisoner.
call out phrasal verb 1. to ask a person or
an organisation to give help 2. to tell
workers to stop work to show they have
an official disagreement with the man-
agement of the business 3. to challenge
somebody to a duel or fight 4. to ask
somebody, e.g. a doctor or someone
whose job is to repair things, to come to
your house and deal with an emergency
call round phrasal verb same as call verb
6 o The whole family called round to see



camping

if she was better.

call up phrasal verb to tell someone to
join the army, navy or air force o Thou-
sands of men were called up at the begin-
ning of the war.

® callbox /'ka:lboks/ noun a public tele-
phone box o I’'m phoning from the callbox
outside the station.

call centre /'ko:l ;sento/ noun a business
that deals with all the telephone calls that
people make to a large organisation, e.g. a
bank

caller /'koilo/ noun 1. a person who
comes to visit o She can’t see any callers
today. 2. a person who telephones o [
picked up the phone and the caller asked
for my father:

calligraphy /ka'ligrofi/ noun the art of
beautiful handwriting, using a special pen

calling /'ko:ling/ noun a job which some-
one does because they have a strong feel-
ing that they should do it, especially be-
cause it will help other people

callous /'kelos/ adj hard, unfeeling

call-up /'ko:l ,Ap/ noun an order to join
the army

call waiting /,ko:1 'wertig/ noun a serv-
ice offered by a telephone company that al-
lows somebody to answer an additional
call from someone without losing their
connection to the current call

@ calm /ka:my/ adj 1. not anxious or excit-
ed o The sea was perfectly calm and no one
was seasick. o Keep calm, everything will
be all right. 2. not violent or rough o The
sea was perfectly calm and no one was sea-
sick. m noun a period of quiet o The calm of
the Sunday afternoon was broken by the
sound of jazz from the house next door. m
verb (calms, calming, calmed) also calm
down to make someone or a situation more
peaceful, or to become more peaceful o
She stroked his hand to try to calm him
(down). o After shouting for some minutes
he finally calmed down.
calm down phrasal verb 1. to become
quieter and less annoyed o After shouting
for some minutes he finally calmed down.
2. to make someone quieter o She stroked
his hand to try to calm him down.
calmly /'ka:mli/ adv in a way that is not
anxious or excited
calorie /'kelori/ noun a unit of measure-
ment of energy in food o She’s counting
calories to try to lose weight. o There are
250 calories in a pint of beer.

calorific /kealo'rifik/ adj containing
many calories, and so likely to make you
fat

camcorder /'’kemko:do/ noun a small
portable camera for taking video pictures
with sound

(@ came /keim/ past tense of come

camel /'’kem(a)l/ noun a desert animal
with long legs and one or two large round
raised parts on its back

cameo /'kamiou/ noun 1. a small stone
with a design of a head which stands out
against a darker background o For her
birthday, she was given a pair of cameo
earrings and a matching brooch. 2. a small
but important part in a play or film o The
film is worth seeing if only for the cameo
role played by Gielgud.

@ camera /'kem(o)ra/ noun a piece of
equipment for taking photographs o He
took a picture of the garden with his new
camera. o They went on holiday and forgot
to take their camera. o Did you remember
to put a film in your camera?

cameraman /'kem(o)romen/ (plural
cameramen) noun the main film camera
operator who is in charge of the lighting
and filming of a shot

camouflage /'kemofla:3/ noun a meth-
od of using coloured shapes or things such
as branches or grass to hide something o
We used camouflage to hide the guns.

(@ camp /kaemp/ noun a place where peo-
ple live in tents or small buildings in the
open air o We set up camp halfway up the
mountain. wm verb (camps, camping,
camped) 1. to spend a period of time in a
tent o They had camped by the side of the
lake. 2. to go camping to spend a holiday
in a tent o We go camping in Sweden every
summer.

® campaign /keem'pein/ noun 1. an or-
ganised attempt to achieve something
[~for/against] o a publicity campaign o an
advertising campaign o a campaign
against the new motorway 2. an organised
military attack [~against] o Napoleon’s
campaign against the Russians m verb
(campaigns, campaignhing, campaigned)
to work in an organised way to achieve
something [~for/against] o The group has
been campaigning for a ban on land mines.
o They campaign against nuclear reactors.
camper /'’kempa/ noun a person who
goes camping

® camping /'’kempiy/ noun the activity
of going on holiday with a tent or caravan



campsite

campsite /'kaempsait/ noun an area for
camping, often including buildings with
toilets and showers

campus /'’kempas/ noun land on which
a university or college is built, and the
buildings on it

@ can /ken/ modal verb 1. to be able to do
something o He can swim well but he can’t
ride a bike. o She can’t run as fast as I can.
o Can you remember what the doctor told
us to do? o I can’t bear to watch any long-
er. 2. to be allowed to do something o Chil-
dren under 18 can’t drive cars. o He says
we can go in. o The policeman says we
can’t park here. 3. to ask politely o Can we
come in, please? o Can you shut the door,
please? (NOTE: The negative is cannot or,
especially in speaking, can’t. The past
tense is could. Can and could are usually
used with other verbs, and are not followed
by to.) m noun a metal container for food or
drink o She opened a can of beans. m verb
(cans, canning, canned) to put food in
cans

canal /ko'nel/ noun an artificial river
made between rivers or lakes or from the
sea, originally for moving cargo o You can
take a boat trip round the canals of Amster-
dam.

canary /ka'neari/ (plural canaries) noun
a small yellow singing bird

@ cancel /'kensal/ (cancels, cancel-
ling, cancelled) verb to stop something
which has been planned o The singer was
ill, so the show had to be cancelled. o
There is no refund if you cancel less than
three weeks before the date of departure.
cancellation / kanso'lerf(o)n/ noun 1.
the act of cancelling something o The event
is subject to cancellation if the weather is
bad. 2. a seat, ticket or appointment which
is available again because the person who
bought it cannot use it o If we have a can-
cellation for next week I'll call and let you
know.

@ cancer /'kensa/ noun a serious dis-
ease affecting different parts of the body in
which cells grow in a way which is not usu-
al

Cancer /'kanso/ noun one of the signs of
the Zodiac, shaped like a crab, covering the
period 22nd June to 22nd July

candid /'’keend1d/ adj (of a person) direct
or open, saying exactly what you think or
feel

candidacy /'kandidssi/ noun the state
of being a candidate

@ candidate /'’kandidert/ noun 1. a per-
son who applies for a job [~for] o We inter-
viewed six candidates for the post of assist-
ant manager. 2. a person who has entered
for an examination o Candidates are given
three hours to complete the exam. 3. a per-
son who is taking part in an election or
competing for a prize o She accompanied
the candidate round the constituency. 4.
someone or something that is likely to be
chosen for or be something [~for] o a city
that is a candidate for the next Olympics
candidature /'kendidot [o/ noun the act
of standing as a candidate

® candle /'kend(a)l/ noun a stick of wax
with a string in the centre, which you burn
to give light

candlelight /'kend(o)l lait/ noun the
light given by candles

candlestick /'kand(o)l,stik/ noun a
holder for a candle

can-do /'ken du/ adj keen to take on a
job or challenge and confident of success
candour /'kendo/ noun the personal
quality of being open and honest in your
behaviour towards other people (NOTE: The
US spelling is candor.)

® candy /'kandi/ (plural candies) noun
1. US a sweet food made with sugar o Eat-
ing candy is bad for your teeth. (NOTE: no
plural in this sense) 2. one piece of this food
o She bought a box of candies.
candyfloss /'kandiflps/ noun thin piec-
es of cooked sugar which are spun in a
drum and sold as a mass attached to a stick
cane /kein/ noun 1. a strong stem of a
plant, especially of tall thin plants like
bamboo o a field of sugar cane 2. a walk-
ing stick cut from the stem of some types
of plant o She was leaning heavily on a
cane as she walked up the path.

canine /'kemain/ adj referring to dogs o
Dogs should be vaccinated against various
canine illnesses.

canister /'kaenisto/ noun a round metal
container for gas, etc.

cannabis /'kaenabis/ noun a drug that is
usually smoked for pleasure o In some
countries, the sale of cannabis has been le-
galised.

canned /kand/ adj preserved in a tin or
can

cannibal /'keenib(o)l/ noun a person who
eats people

cannon /'kanan/ noun a large gun o The
sailors hauled a huge cannon across the
ship’s deck.



capital punishment

@ cannot /'kanot/ verb the negative of
can

® canoe /ko'nui/ noun a boat with two
pointed ends, which is moved forwards by
one or more people using long pieces of
wood o She paddled her canoe across the
lake. m verb (canoes, canoeing, canoed)
to travel in a canoe o They canoed down the
river.

(® can opener /'ken ,oup(e)na/ noun a
tool for opening cans

canopy /'kenopi/ noun 1. a cloth cover
or light roof over a small area such as a
door, window or bed o The porch is cov-
ered with a glass canopy. o The Queen’s
bedroom is furnished with a 17th-century
canopy bed. 2. the top parts of a group of
trees when considered as a single mass o
The trees join to form a canopy over the
terrace of the restaurant.

® can’t /ka:nt/ contr cannot

cantaloupe /'kentoluip/, cantaloup
noun a type of melon with pink flesh

® canteen /kan'tiin/ nouna self-service
restaurant for the people who work in a
building such as an office block or factory
o The food in the office canteen is awful, I
prefer to bring my own sandwiches.

canter /'’kento/ noun the movement of a
horse when it runs fairly fast o The horses
were going through the park at a canter. m
verb (canters, cantering, cantered) to
move at a canter o My horse doesn’t like
cantering, it prefers to gallop.

canvas /'kaenvas/ noun a thick cloth for
making things such as tents, sails or shoes
o He was wearing a pair of old canvas
shoes.

canvass /'kanvos/ (canvasses, can-
vassing, canvassed) verb to visit people
to ask them to buy goods or to vote or to
say what they think (NOTE: Do not confuse
with canvas.)

canyon /'kanjon/, cafion noun a deep
valley with steep sides usually in North
America

@ cap /kap/ noun 1. a flat hat with a flat
hard piece in front o a baseball cap o an of-
ficer’s cap with a gold badge 2. a lid which
covers something o a red pen with a black
cap o Screw the cap back on the medicine
bottle.

® capability / keipo'biliti/ (plural capa-
bilities) noun the practical ability to do
something o We have the capability to pro-
duce a better machine than this.

@ capable /'keipab(a)l/ adj able to work
well and to deal with problems o She’s an
extremely capable secretary. o capable of
(doing) something able to do something o
He isn’t capable of running the conference
without help.
@ capacity /ko'pasiti/ noun 1. an
amount which something can hold o This
barrel has a larger capacity than that one.
o The cinema was filled to capacity. 2. the
amount of something that a machine or
person can produce o to work at full ca-
pacity to do as much work as possible 3.
the mental or physical ability to do some-
thing easily [~for] o a capacity for hard
work 4. the situation that someone is in or
the job they have [~as] o acting in his ca-
pacity as manager acting as a manager o
speaking in an official capacity speaking
officially
cape /keip/ noun 1. a long loose piece of
clothing like a coat but without sleeves o
She wrapped her cape more tightly around
her. 2. a piece of high land which sticks out
into the sea o We rounded the cape on June
21st at 8 a.m.
capillary /ko'pilori/ (plural capillaries)
noun one of the very small tubes in the
body which carry blood and other sub-
stances around the body
@ capital /'keepit(o)l/ noun 1. the main
city of a country, usually where the govern-
ment is o The capital is in the eastern part
of the country. o Madrid is the capital of
Spain. 2. money which is invested o a com-
pany with £10,000 capital or with a capital
of £10,000. 3. also capital letter a letter
written as A, B, C, D, etc., rather than a, b,
c, d, etc.
capitalise /'kepit(o)laiz/ (capitalises,
capitalising, capitalised), capitalize (cap-
italizes, capitalizing, capitalized) verb
capitalism /'kepit(o)liz(o)m/ noun an
economic system in which industries and
businesses are owned by people or compa-
nies and not by the state
capitalist /'kepit(o)list/ noun 1. a per-
son who supports the theory of capitalism
o Capitalists are in favour of free enter-
prise. 2. a businessman who invests money
in a business o He’s a young capitalist who
is only twenty-one, but on the way to be-
coming a millionaire.

capitalise on phrasal verb to take advan-

tage of something
capital punishment /kepit(o)l
'panifmant/ noun the act of killing some-
one as a punishment for a crime



Capitol Hill

Capitol Hill /kepit(o)l 'hil/ noun the
hill on which the Capitol stands, used to
mean the US Legislature (informal)
capitulate /ko'pitjulert/ (capitulates,
capitulating, capitulated) verb to say that
you have lost in a situation such as a com-
petition or a war (NOTE: + capitulation n)
cappuccino / kepu't[iinouv/ noun an
Italian coffee, with hot whipped milk and
chocolate on top

capricious /ko'prifas/ adj not fixed or
certain, likely to change

Capricorn /'’kapriko:n/ noun one of the
signs of the Zodiac, shaped like a goat,
covering the period 22nd December to
19th January

capsize /kep'saiz/ (capsizes, capsiz-
ing, capsized) verb (of boats) to overturn
® captain /'keptin/ noun 1. a person in
charge of a team o the England captain o
The two captains shook hands at the begin-
ning of the match. 2. a person in charge of
a ship or aircraft o The captain greeted us
as we came on board. o Captain Smith is
flying the plane. 3. a rank in the army
above a lieutenant and below a major o A
lieutenant has to report to his captain.
(NOTE: When used as a title before a sur-
name, it is spelt with a capital letter and is of-
ten written as Capt.) m verb (captains, cap-
taining, captained) to be the captain of a
team o He has captained England three
times.

captaincy /'kaptinsi/ noun 1. the posi-
tion of being captain of a sports team o Be-
cause of the scandal, I don’t think he will
get the England captaincy. 2. the rank of
captain in the army or navy o Although he
had twenty years of service, he never got
his captaincy.

caption /'keep [on/ noun a phrase printed
under a picture

captivate /'keptivert/ (captivates, cap-
tivating, captivated) verb to attract some-
one’s interest and attention

captivating /'keptivertig/ adj attract-
ing and holding somebody’s attention
captive /'keptiv/ noun a prisoner o The
two captives were kept in total darkness for
hours.

captive audience /keptiv 'o:dions/
noun a group of people who have to listen
to what someone is saying because they
cannot leave

captivity /keep'tiviti/ noun the situation
of being kept in a place and not allowed to
leave

captor /'kapta/ noun a person who cap-
tures someone

® capture /'kapt [o/ (captures, captur-
ing, captured) verb 1. to take someone as a
prisoner o Four soldiers were captured in
the attack. 2. to take something by force,
especially in war o They captured the ene-
my capital very quickly.

@ car /ka:/ noun 1. a small private motor
vehicle for carrying people o She’s bought
a new car. o He drove his car into the ga-
rage. o He goes to his office every morning
by car. 2. US a carriage of a railway train o
Is there a restaurant car on the train?
carafe /ko'ref/ nouna glass container for
serving wine or water

caramel /'keromal/ noun 1. a sweet
made with sugar and butter o I’m a dentist,
and I don’t like seeing children eating car-
amel. 2. burnt sugar o You can make cara-
mel by heating sugar until it melts and
burns.

carat /'karot/ noun 1. a measure of the
quality of gold. Pure gold is 24 carats. o a
22-carat gold ring 2. a measure of the
weight of precious stones o a 5-carat dia-
mond

caravan /'karovan/ noun a vehicle
which you can live in, especially on holi-
day, and which, if small enough, can be at-
tached to a car and pulled along o We got
stuck behind a caravan on a narrow moun-
tain road. o We rent a caravan in a caravan
park.

® carbohydrate /ka:bou'haidrert/
noun a chemical substance containing car-
bon, hydrogen and oxygen, found in partic-
ular in sugar, potatoes and bread; it pro-
vides the body with energy

carbon /'ka:ban/ noun a substance found
in charcoal, soot or diamonds
carbonated /'ka:bonertid/ adv (of a
drink) containing small bubbles of air
carbon copy /ka:bon 'kopi/ noun
someone or something that is very similar
to another person or thing

car boot sale /ka: 'bu:t seil/ noun an
event organised in a large car park or sports
field, where people bring things to sell in
their cars

carburettor /ka:ba'reto/ nouna partin a
car engine which mixes fuel with air before
itis putinto the engine (NOTE: The US spell-
ing is carburetor.)

carcass /'ka:kos/, carcase noun the
body of a dead animal, especially one
ready for the butcher



caring

carcinogen /ka:'sinad3on/ noun a sub-
stance which produces cancer
carcinogenic /ka:smo'dzenik/ adj
which produces cancer

@ card /ka:d/ noun 1. a flat piece of stiff
paper with a picture on one side, which you
can send with a message o They sent us a
card from Italy. o How much does it cost to
send a card to Australia? » postcard 2. a
piece of stiff paper, folded so that a mes-
sage can be written inside o She sent me a
lovely card on my birthday. 3. a piece of
stiff paper with a picture or pattern on it,
used to play games 4. a piece of stiff paper
with your name and address printed on it o
He gave me his business card. o I've lost
my membership card. 5. a piece of stitf
plastic used for payment o Do you want to
pay cash or with a card? m plural noun
cards the entertainment of playing games
with a special set of cards with numbers or
patterns on them o a game of cards a peri-
od of playing with a special set of cards ¢
on the cards fairly likely to happen
cardboard /'ka:dbo:d/ noun thick card,
often used for making boxes (NOTE: no plu-
ral: some cardboard; a piece of cardboard)
cardiac /'ka:diek/ adj referring to the
heart

cardiac arrest/ ka:diek o'rest/ nouna
serious medical condition in which the
heart muscle stops working

cardigan /'ka:digon/ noun a woollen
jacket which buttons at the front
cardinal /'’ka:dmn(o)l/ noun 1. one of the
most important priests in the Catholic
Church, after the Pope o The cardinals
meet in Rome to elect the Pope. o Cardinal
Lamont has written an article in today’s
paper. (NOTE: also used as a title before a
surname: Cardinal Wolsey) 2. a bright red
bird, which comes from the southern Unit-
ed States

(@ care /kea/ noun 1. serious and careful
attention o He handled the glass with great
care. o to take care to be very careful o
Take care when you cross the road. o He
took great care with the box of glasses. o
Take care not to be late. 2. looking after
someone o the care of the elderly o to take
care of someone to look after someone o
Will you take care of the children for the
weekend for me? m verb (cares, caring,
cared) to be interested in something you
think is important [~about/~what/why etc] o
She cares a lot about environmental issues.
o I don’t care if my car gets dirty. & he
couldn’t care less used to show that some-

one does not worry at all about something
o Paul couldn’t care less about what we
think — he’s got his own plans.
care for(D) phrasal verb 1. to like someone
or something o I don’t care for this music
very much. o I met her once, but I didn’t
much care for her. o Would you care for
another cup of coffee? 2. to look after
people o Nurses cared for the injured
people after the accident. o People who
have to care for their elderly relatives
need extra help.
(@ career /ko'r19/ noun the work someone
does throughout their life [~as/~in] o She is
starting her career as a librarian. o He
gave up a career in medicine and bought a
Sfarm.
carefree /'keafrii/ adj without any wor-
ries
@ careful /'keof(o)l/ adj 1. showing at-
tention to details o We are always very
careful to include the most recent informa-
tion. o The project needs very careful plan-
ning. 2. taking care not to make mistakes or
cause harm o Be careful not to make any
noise — the baby is asleep. o She is very
careful about what she eats.
@ carefully /'kesf(o)li/ adv with great
care or thought o The holiday had been
carefully planned or planned carefully.
@ careless /'keolos/ adj without any
care or thought o He is careless about his
work. o He made several careless mistakes
when he took his driving test.
carelessly /'keslosli/ adv without taking
care or thinking carefully
carelessness /'keslosnas/ noun the
fact of being careless or not thinking care-
fully
carer /'keora/ noun someone who looks
after an old or sick person, or children
caress /ko'res/ (caresses, caressing,
caressed) verb to touch gently o She gen-
tly caressed the baby’s head. (NOTE: + ca-
ress n)
caretaker /'keoteiko/ noun a person
who looks after a building
cargo /'ka:gou/ noun goods carried on a
ship or a plane
caricature /'kerikotjud/ noun a funny
drawing or description which exaggerates
a person’s appearance o He drew a carica-
ture of the Prime Minister. o Her descrip-
tion of the office is nothing less than a car-
icature of the system. (NOTE: + caricature v)
® caring /'keary/ adjkind and helpful o
a very caring person



carjacking

carjacking /'ka:dz&kig/ noun the crime
of attacking the driver of a car and stealing
the car

carnage /'ka:nidz/ noun a situation in
which many people are killed

carnal /'kain(®)l/ adj referring to the
body (formal)

carnation /ka:'nerf(o)n/ noun a red,
pink or white flower with a strong pleasant
smell

carnival /'’ka:niv(a)l/ noun a festival, of-
ten with music, dancing and eating in the
open air

carnivore /'ka:nivo:/ noun an animal
which eats meat

carnivorous /ka:'niv(o)ras/ adj meat-
eating

carol /'kaeral/ noun a traditional song, es-
pecially one sung at Christmas

carousel / kera'sel/ noun 1. a circular
machine from which passengers collect
their bags at an airport o Baggage from
flight AC1 is on carousel number three. 2.
US a roundabout (NOTE: The British term is
merry-go-round.)

® car park /'ka: pa:k/ noun a public
place where you can leave a car when you
are not using it

carpentry /'ka:pintri/ noun the art of
working with wood

® carpet /'ka:pit/ noun thick material
for covering floors o He spilt his coffee on
our new white dining-room carpet.
carpet-bomb /'ka:pit bom/ (carpet-
bombs, carpet-bombing, carpet-
bombed) verb to destroy an area by drop-
ping very many bombs on it

® carriage /'keeridz/ noun 1. one of the
vehicles that are joined together to make a
train o Where’s the first-class carriage on
this train? 2. a vehicle, especially an old-
fashioned one, that is pulled by a horse 3.
the cost of carrying goods, or the action of
carrying goods o Carriage is 15% of the
total cost. o How much do they charge for
carriage?

carriageway /'keridzwey/ noun the sur-
face of the road on which traffic moves
carried /'kerid/ past tense and past parti-
ciple of carry

carrier /'’kario/ noun 1. a vehicle that
takes people or things from one place to
another, or a company with such vehicles
2. a person who carries the germ of a dis-
ease without showing any signs of it, and
who can infect others with it o a hepatitis

carrier o Hepatitis A is transmitted by a
carrier through food or drink.
carrier bag /'krio bag/ noun a large
paper or plastic bag with handles, for car-
rying shopping, often given by a shop, with
the shop’s name on it
carries /'keriz/ 3rd person singular
present of carry
carrot /'karat/ noun1. a vegetable with a
long orange root 2. something good that
persuades you to do something (informal) o
He was offered the carrot of a big pay rise
to take on the new project.
@ carry /'kari/ (carries, carrying, car-
ried) verb 1. to take something and move it
to another place o There was no lift, so they
had to carry the beds up the stairs. o The
plane was carrying 120 passengers. o That
suitcase is too heavy for me to carry. 2. (of
sound) to be heard at a distance o The
sound of the bells carries for miles. ¢ to
get carried away to become emotional or
excited
carry forward phrasal verb (in bookkeep-
ing) to take an amount or total on to the
next page or column
carry on phrasal verb 1. to continue do-
ing something o When the teacher came
in, the students all carried on talking. o
They carried on with their work right
through the lunch hour. 2. to be very an-
gry o He carried on like anything when
he saw his car had been towed away.
carry out phrasal verb to do something,
especially something that has been
planned o Doctors carried out tests on
the patients. o The police are carrying
out a search for the missing man.
carte blanche /ka:t 'blamntf/ noun
permission given to someone to do whatev-
er he or she wants o We gave the architect
carte blanche to design the bridge. o He
has carte blanche to act on behalf of the
government.
cartel /ka:'tel/ noun a group of compa-
nies which try to fix the price of something
cartilage /'ka:tilid3/ noun the thick sub-
stance which lines the joints in your body
or which forms part of the structure of an
organ
carton/'ka:t(o)n/ noun a container made
of cardboard
® cartoon /ka:'tumn/ noun 1. a film
made of moving drawings o I like watching
Tom and Jerry cartoons. 2. a funny, often
political, drawing in a newspaper o He
draws a cartoon for the ‘Evening Stand-
ard’.



cassette

cartridge /'ka:trid3/ noun a container
for something that fits into a piece of
equipment to be used o an ink cartridge o
an explosive cartridge
carve /ka:v/ (carves, carving, carved)
verb 1. to cut up a large piece of meat at a
meal o Who'’s going to carve? o Father sat
at the end of the table, carving a chicken. 2.
to make a shape by cutting stone or wood o
He carved a bird out of wood. o Chips of
stone flew all over the studio as he was
carving the statue.
carving /'ka:vig/ noun 1. the act of cut-
ting up cooked meat 2. the art of cutting
stone or wood into shapes o Stone carving
is an option at art school. 3. an object
which has been made by carving o He gave
me a wood carving for my birthday. o The
stone carvings in the old church date from
the 15th century.
car wash /'’ka: wo[/ noun a place where
cars are washed automatically
cascade /ka'skerd/ (cascades, cascad-
ing, cascaded) verb to fall in large quanti-
ties o pale pink roses cascading down the
brick wall (NOTE: + cascade n)
(@ case/keis/ noun1.abox with a handle,
for carrying things such as your clothes
when travelling o She was still packing her
case when the taxi came. o The customs
made him open his case. 2. a special box
for an object o Put the gun back in its case.
o I've lost my red spectacle case. 3. a large
box for a set of goods to be sold o He
bought a case of wine. 4. a situation, or a
way in which something happens o It was
a case of having made a poor choice. o In
many cases, we cannot find the owner of
the goods. 5. same as court case ¢ in case
because something might happen o It’s
still sunny, but I'll take my umbrella just in
case. ¢ in any case 1. whatever may hap-
pen o We could move the cabinet upstairs
or into the dining room, but in any case
we’ll need some help. 2. used to add some-
thing to a statement ¢ in that case if that
happens or if that is the situation o There is
a strike on the underground — In that case,
you'll have to take a bus.
case study /'kers ,stadi/ noun the study
of a certain group or institution or person
over a long period of time
® cash /ke[/ noun money in coins and
notes, not in cheques o We don’t keep much
cash in the house. o I'd prefer to use up my
spare cash, rather than pay with a credit
card.

cash in phrasal verb to make money from

something o The company cashed in on

the huge interest in computer games.
cashback /'ka [bak/ noun money from
your bank account which you can get from
a shop when you use your bank card to pay
for goods
cash card /'ka[ ka:d/ noun a plastic
card used to obtain money from a cash dis-
penser
® cash desk /'ka[ desk/ noun a place
in a store where you pay for the goods you
are buying
cash dispenser /'ke[ di,spensa/ noun
a machine which gives out money when a
special card is put in and instructions given
cashew /'kafui/ noun a type of nut
which you can eat
® cash flow /'ke | flou/ noun the rate at
which money comes into and is paid out of
a business
cashier /kz'[1o/ nouna person who deals
with money, e.g. in a bank or supermarket
o Ask the cashier if she can give you
change. o Please pay the cashier.
cash machine /'ka[ mos,[im/ noun
same as cash dispenser
cashmere /'ka[mr1o/ noun a soft wool
that comes from goats o Cashmere is sofft,
light and very warm.
cashpoint /'ke[,pomt/ noun a place
where there are cash dispensers (NOTE: The
US term is automated teller machine or
ATM.)
cash register /'kef redzisto/ noun a
machine which shows and adds the prices
of things bought in a shop, with a drawer
for keeping the money received
casing /'keisiy/ noun a hard covering
which protects something
casino /ka'si:nou/ (plural casinos) noun
a building where you can gamble
casket /'ka:skit/ noun 1. a box for keep-
ing jewels in o The thief stole a casket from
beside her bed. 2. mainly US a long wooden
box in which a dead person is buried or cre-
mated
casserole /'’kasorovl/ noun 1. a covered
dish used for cooking food in the oven 2.
food cooked in a covered dish in the oven
o chicken casserole o casserole of lamb
cassette /ko'set/ noun a plastic case
containing magnetic tape which can be
used for listening to words or music, or re-
cording sounds o Do you want it on cas-
sette or CD? o He bought a cassette of folk
songs. o We recorded the poems onto a cas-
sette.



cassette player

cassette player /ko'set ,plero/ noun a
machine which plays cassettes
® cast /ka:st/ nounall the actors in a play
or film o The film has an all-star cast. o Af-
ter the first night the cast went out to cele-
brate in a restaurant. m verb (casts, cast-
ing, cast) to choose actors for a play or
film [~as] o In his first film, he was cast as
a soldier.
cast off phrasal verb 1. to untie the ropes
holding a boat o The boat is ready to cast
off. 2. (in knitting) to remove the stitches
from the needles so that your work is fin-
ished o The scarf'is long enough, all you
have to do is to cast off.
castaway /'ka:stowel/ noun a person
who has been shipwrecked
caste /ka:st/ noun (in Hindu society) a
group of people who are born with the
same social status
castigate /'kestigert/ (castigates, cas-
tigating, castigated) verb to punish, to
criticise someone strongly (formal)
casting vote /ka:stiy 'vout/ noun a
vote used by the person in charge of a
meeting in a case where the numbers of
votes for and against a proposal are equal
cast iron / ka:st 'aron/ noun iron which
is shaped in a mould, not bent, and so
breaks easily o The pipes are made from
cast iron, and are very solid. o Don’t let the
cast-iron pan soak in water as it will rust.
Compare wrought iron
@® castle /'ka:s(o)l/ noun a large building
with strong walls built in the past for pro-
tection in war o The Queen is spending the
week at Windsor Castle. o The soldiers
shut the castle gate.
castrate /ka'streit/ (castrates, castrat-
ing, castrated) verb to remove the testicles
from a male animal (NOTE: + castration n)
casual /'ka3usl/ adj not formal
casually /'ke3jusli/ adv in an informal
way o He casually mentioned that he had
got married last Saturday.
casualty /'kezuolti/ (plural casualties)
noun1. aperson injured or killed in a battle
orin an accident o Casualties were taken to
hospital by ambulance and helicopter. o
The radio reported that there had been
heavy casualties. 2. the Accident and
Emergency department in a hospital o The
accident victim was rushed into casualty.
@ cat /kat/ noun an animal with soft fur
and a long tail, kept as a pet o She asked
her neighbours to feed her cat when she
went on holiday. o Don’t forget to get some

tins of cat food. < to let the cat out of the
bag to tell a secret (informal)

cataclysm /'keetokliz(o)m/ noun a sud-
den event which causes a lot of damage or
violence

® catalogue /'kt(a)lpg/ noun a list of
things for sale or in a library or museum o
an office equipment catalogue o Look up
the title in the library catalogue. m verb to
make a list of things that exist somewhere
o She spent months cataloguing the novel-
ist’s correspondence.

catalyst /'’katolist/ noun 1. a substance
which produces or helps a chemical proc-
ess without itself changing o an enzyme
that acts as a catalyst in the digestive proc-
ess 2. anything which helps something to
take place [~for] o The publication of the re-
port acted as a catalyst for change.
catapult /'keetopalt/ nouna weapon con-
sisting of a piece of strong material which
can stretch, attached to a stick shaped like
the letter ‘Y’, used for sending stones
through the air o He tried to kill birds with
his catapult.

cataract /'katorekt/ noun 1. a waterfall
on a river o the cataracts on the Nile 2. a
medical condition in which the lens of the
eye gradually becomes covered with a
white layer and you lose the ability to see o
He has developed a cataract in his right
eye. o The operation to remove the cataract
went smoothly.

® catastrophe /ko'testrofi/ noun a
sudden violent or harmful event

@ catch /ket [/ verb (catches, catching,
caught) 1. to take hold of something mov-
ing in the air o Can you catch a ball with
your left hand? o He managed to catch the
glass before it hit the floor. 2. to take hold
of something o She caught him by the
sleeve as he turned away. o As he slipped,
he caught the rail to stop himself falling. 3.
to get hold of an animal, especially in order
to kill and eat it o He sat by the river all
day but didn’t catch anything. o Our cat is
no good at catching mice — she’s too lazy.
4. to get on a vehicle such as a bus, plane or
train before it leaves o You will have to run
if you want to catch the last bus. o He
caught the 10 o’clock train to Paris. 5. to
get an illness o He caught a cold from his
colleague. 6. to find someone doing some-
thing wrong o She caught the boys stealing
in her shop. o The police caught the bur-
glar as he was climbing out of the window.
7. to hear something o I didn’t quite catch
what you said. m noun 1. the action of tak-



caveat

ing and holding a ball as it moves through
the air o He made a marvellous catch. o I
dropped an easy catch. 2. a hidden disad-
vantage o It seems such a good deal, but
there must be a catch in it somewhere.
catch on phrasal verb 1. to understand o
She caught on very quickly. 2. to become
fashionable o I don’t see silver hair
catching on here.
catch up phrasal verb to move to the
same level as someone who is in front of
you
catch 22/ ket ,twenti 'tu:/ noun a cir-
cle of events which you cannot escape
from
catch-all /'kat[ o:l/ noun something that
covers a wide range of possibilities, mean-
ings, ideas or situations
catching /'ket |19/ adj (of an illness) like-
ly to spread from one person to another
catchment area /'ketfmont eorio/
noun 1. land from which a river gets its wa-
ter 2. an area round a school from which all
students must come o We are moving to be
in the catchment area of a good school.
catch phrase /'kat [ freiz/ noun a pop-
ular phrase, usually connected with an en-
tertainer or advertisement
categorically /keto'gorikli/ adv defi-
nitely
categorise /'katigoraiz/ (categorises,
categorising, categorised), categorize
verb to put into classes or categories
@ category /'ketig(o)ri/ (plural catego-
ries) noun one of the groups that people,
animals or things are divided into in a for-
mal system o We grouped the books into
categories according to subject.
® catering /'kertorig/ noun the act or
practice of supplying food and drink
® caterpillar /'katopilo/ noun a small
long insect with many legs, which devel-
ops into a butterfly o Caterpillars have eat-
en most of the leaves on our trees.
catfish /'ketfif/ noun a fish with long
hairs around its mouth
catharsis /ko'0a:sis/ noun a situation or
occasion in which you get rid of strong
emotional feelings, e.g. through a particu-
lar experience
@ cathedral /ko'8i:dral/ noun the largest
and the most important church in an area
® catholic /'’ka0(o)lik/ adj having an in-
terest in or liking for many different things
o His interests have always been quite
catholic.

Catholic /'’ka&0(a)lik/ noun a member of
the Roman Catholic Church

cattle /'kat(o)l/ plural noun animals such
as cows and bulls which farmers keep for
milk or meat

catty /'kati/ adj making unpleasant re-
marks about someone

catwalk /'ketwo:k/ noun1. along raised
area down which models walk to show off
clothes o The model on the catwalk gave a
twirl of her skirt. o Fashion editors stared
at the models on the catwalk. 2. an open
metal structure for people to walk on, built
along the outside of a ship or tall building
o He stepped confidently onto the catwalk.
Caucasian /ko:'keirzion/ noun some-
body who has white skin or who is of Eu-
ropean origin

@ caught /ko:t/ past tense and past parti-
ciple of catch

cauldron /'ko:ldron/ noun a large deep
pan for cooking (NOTE: The US spelling is
caldron.)

cauliflower /'koliflave/ noun a vegeta-
ble with hard white flowers, which are eat-
en cooked

@ cause /ko:z/ noun 1. something which
makes something else happen o What is the
main cause of traffic accidents? o The po-
lice tried to find the cause of the fire. 2. an
aim, organisation or idea which people
support o She is fighting for the cause of
working mothers. m verb (causes, causing,
caused) to make something happen o The
accident caused a traffic jam on the motor-
way. o The sudden noise caused her to
drop the cup she was carrying.
causeway /'koizwer/ noun a road or
path built up on a bank above wet ground
or water

caution /'ko:f(a)n/ noun 1. care o The
steps are very slippery — please proceed
with great caution. 2. a warning not to do
something again o The magistrate let him
off with a caution. m verb (cautions, cau-
tioning, cautioned) to warn
[~that/~against] o He cautioned them that
the strategy had several risks. o The doctor
cautioned him against working too hard.
cautious /'ko:[as/ adj not willing to take
risks o She’s a very cautious driver.
cavalry /'kev(d)lri/ noun soldiers riding
on horses

cave /kerv/ noun a large underground
hole in rock or earth o When the tide went
out we could explore the cave.

caveat /'kavi®t/ noun a warning, espe-
cially against doing something



caveman

caveman /'kervmen/ (plural cavemen)
noun one of the people who lived thou-
sands of years ago in caves

cavern /'’kaevon/ noun a very large cave
cavernous /'kavonos/ adj with a very
large inside space, like a cavern

cavity /'keviti/ (plural cavities) noun a
hole or space o The jewellery was discov-
ered hidden in a cavity in the wall.

CCTV /,si: sit tir 'vii/ abbr closed-circuit
television

CD a hard, round piece of plastic which
can hold a large amount of music or com-
puter information o I don’t like his new CD
—do you? o You can get it on CD or cas-
sette.

CD burner /si: 'di: ,bamno/ noun alter-
native for CD writer

CD player /si: 'di: ,plerd/ noun a ma-
chine which plays CDs

@ CD-ROM /,si: di: 'rom/ noun a small
plastic disc used as a high capacity ROM
storage device which can store 650Mb of
data. Full form compact disc read only
memory

CD-RW /;si: di: a: 'dab(e)lju:/ abbr
compact disc rewritable

CD writer/ si: 'diz ,raito/ nouna piece of
equipment used to record data permanently
onto a compact disc

® cease /siis/ (ceases, ceasing,
ceased) verb to stop, or to stop doing
something (formal) o to cease to exist to
stop being in existence o The pub on the
corner ceased to exist some time ago.
ceasefire /'si:sfaro/ noun an agreement
to stop shooting in a war

ceaseless /'si:slos/ adj without stopping
cedar /'si:do/ noun 1. a large tree whose
leaves do not fall off in winter o There is a
large cedar in front of the house. 2. the
wood from this tree o a cedar chest o Ce-
dar wood has a pleasant smell.

cede /si:d/ (cedes, ceding, ceded) verb
to give up something, especially power or
land, to someone else (formal)

® ceiling /'si:liy/ noun the solid part of a
room that is above you o He’s so tall, he
can easily touch the ceiling. o Flies can
walk on the ceiling. o He painted the kitch-
en ceiling. o Watch out when you go into
the bedroom — it has a very low ceiling.
celeb /so'leb/ noun a celebrity (informal)
® celebrate /'selibrert/ (celebrates,
celebrating, celebrated) verb to have a
party, or do special things because some-
thing good has happened, or because of

something that happened at a particular
time in the past o Qur team won, so we’re
all going out to celebrate. o They celebrat-
ed their wedding anniversary quietly at
home with their children.

celebrated /'selibrertid/ adj very fa-
mous

® celebration / seli'brerf(o)n/ noun 1.
a party or festival o We had my birthday
celebration in the local pub. o After our
team won, the celebrations went on late
into the night. 2. the activity of celebrating
something o a time of celebration o in cel-
ebration of something as an act of cele-
brating something o an exhibition in cele-
bration of the opening of the new gallery
® celebrity /si'lebroti/ (plural celebri-
ties) noun a famous person o The theatre
was packed with celebrities from the acting
world. o We hope the new supermarket is
going to be opened by a TV celebrity.
celery /'selori/ noun a plant with a white
or green stem, eaten as a vegetable or raw
in a salad

celestial body /so,lestial 'bodi/ noun a
star, planet, moon or other natural body in
the sky

celibate /'selibat/ adjnot having sex, e.g.
for religious reasons

® cell /sel/ noun 1. a small room in a
building such as a prison or monastery o
He was arrested in the centre of town and
spent the night in the police cells. 2. the ba-
sic unit of a living thing o You can see the
cancer cells under a microscope. (NOTE: Do
not confuse with sell.)

® cellar /'selo/ noun an underground
room, or rooms under a house (NOTE: Do
not confuse with seller.)

cello /'t felou/ (plural cellos) noun a large
stringed musical instrument smaller than a
double bass (NOTE: + cellist n)

cellular /'seljulo/ adj 1. relating to the
cells of an organism 2. relating to mobile
phones

cellular phone /seljulo 'foun/ noun a
mobile phone that works from a series of
radio stations all over the country
cellulite /'seljulait/ noun deposits of fat
under the skin, especially in the thighs and
buttocks

celluloid /'seljuloid/ noun the thin plas-
tic film which was used in the past for mak-
ing films

® Celsius /'selsios/ noun a scale of tem-
perature where the freezing point of water
is 0° and the boiling point is 100° o The
temperature outside is only 6°C (say ‘six
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degrees Celsius’). o What is 75° Fahren-
heit in Celsius? (NOTE: used in many coun-
tries, but not in the USA, where the Fahren-
heit system is still preferred. Itis usually writ-
ten as a C after the degree sign: 32°C (say:
‘thirty-two degrees Celsius’). It was formerly
called centigrade.)

Celt /kelt/ noun one of an ancient people
who lived in parts of Western Europe, e.g.
in Scotland, Ireland, Wales and Brittany
Celtic /'keltik/ adj referring to ancient or
modern Celts

cement/s1'ment/ noun grey powder used
in building, which is mixed with water and
dries hard o He was mixing cement to make
a path round the house.

® cemetery /'semot(o)ri/ (plural ceme-
teries) noun an area of ground where the
bodies of dead people are buried

censor /'senso/ (censors, censoring,
censored) verb to read books or plays, to
watch films, videos or TV programmes to
see if they are fit to be published or shown,
or to change them, or to say that they can-
not be shown or published o The film was
censored before being shown on TV. o He
was accused of censoring the article.
(NOTE: + censor n)

censorship /'sensafip/ noun the action
to prevent books or newspapers from being
published or remove parts of them
censure /'sen o/ (censures, censuring,
censured) verb to criticise severely
(formal) o The Opposition put forward a
motion to censure the Government. o The
borough architect was censured for failing
to consult the engineers. (NOTE: + censure
n)

census /'sensos/ (plural censuses) noun
an official count of a country’s population
@ cent /sent/ noun US a small coin of
which there are 100 in a dollar o The stores
are only a 25-cent bus ride away. o They
sell oranges at 99 cents each. (NOTE: Do not
confuse with sent, scent. Cent is usually
written ¢ in prices: 25¢, but not when a dollar
price is mentioned: $1.25.)

centenary /sen'tiinori/ noun a hun-
dredth anniversary

centennial /sen'teniol/ adjreferring to a
centenary o Our college is getting ready
for the centennial celebrations next month.
center /'senta/ noun, verb US spelling of
centre

centilitre /'sentili:to/ noun a unit of vol-
ume equal to one hundredth of a litre
(NOTE: The US spelling is centiliter.)

® centimetre /'sentimi:to/ noun a
measure of length equal to one hundredth
of a metre (NOTE: The US spelling is cen-
timeter.)

centipede /'sentipi:d/ noun an insect
with a large number of legs

@ central /'sentral/ adj 1. in the middle
of something o The hall has one central
pillar. 2. conveniently placed for shops and
other facilities o His offices are very cen-
tral.

central government  /sentral
'gav(o)nmoant/ noun the main government
of a country, as opposed to local govern-
ment

central heating /,sentrol 'hi:tig/ noun
a system of providing heating for a whole
house from one main heater and radiators
in the various rooms

centralise /'sentrolaiz/ (centralises,
centralising, centralised), centralize verb
to organise from a central point

central nervous system /sentral
'n3:vos ,sistom/ noun the brain and the
spinal cord which link together all the
nerves

@ centre /'sentod/ noun 1. the middle of
something o chocolates with coffee cream
centres o They planted a rose bush in the
centre of the lawn. o The town centre is
very old. 2. alarge building containing sev-
eral different sections o an army training
centre 3. an important place for something
[~for] o the regional centre for management
training m verb (centres, centring, cen-
tred) to put something in the middle o
Make sure you centre the title on the page.
(NOTE: The US spelling is center.)
centre around, centre round, centre on,
centre upon verb to concentrate on
something or someone o Our report cen-
tres on some aspects of the sales team.

centrepiece /'sento,piis/ noun 1. the
main part of a decoration on a table o A
bowl of fruit will be fine as a centrepiece
on the dining table. 2. the main part of a
policy o The project is the centrepiece of
the government’s policy on pensions.
(NOTE: [all senses] The US spelling is
centerpiece.)

@ century /'sent [ori/ (plural centuries)
noun one hundred years (NOTE: The number
of a century is always one more than the
date number, so the period from 1900 to
1999 is the 20th century, and the period
starting in the year 2000 is the 21st century.)

CEO abbr chief executive officer



ceramic

ceramic /so'remik/ adj made from clay
which has been baked at a high tempera-
ture

ceramics /so'remiks/ noun the art of
making objects such as cups or plates from
clay o She is taking a course in ceramics at
the local art college.

® cereal /'s1orial/ noun 1. a food made
from wheat or similar plants and eaten for
breakfast o How much milk do you want on
your cereal? (NOTE: Do not confuse with se-
rial.) 2. a grain crop such as wheat or corn

cerebral palsy / serobral 'po:lzi/ noun
amedical condition of the brain that makes
it difficult to control speech and move-
ments of the body

ceremonial /seri'mouniol/ adj refer-
ring to a ceremony o A guard of naval of-
ficers carrying their ceremonial swords. o
The ceremonial coach is used in the Lord
Mayor’s Parade. m noun a way of perform-
ing a ceremony o The ceremonial for the
burial of the dead is laid out in the prayer
book.

ceremony /'serimani/ noun an impor-
tant official occasion when something spe-
cial is done in public o They held a ceremo-
ny to remember the victims of the train
crash. ¢ to stand on ceremony to be for-
mal and not relaxed o Don’t stand on cere-
mony. < without ceremony in an informal
and often impolite way

® certain /'s3:t(9)n/ adj 1. sure about
something o Are you certain that you
locked the door? o I’'m not certain where
she lives. 2. definitely going to happen o
Our team is certain to win the prize. 3.
some o There are certain things I feel 1
need to say to you. o Certain plants can
make you ill if you eat them. <> to make cer-
tain that to do something in order that
something else will definitely happen o He
put the money in his safe to make certain
that no one could steal it.

® certainly /'sa:t(o)nli/ adv 1. (after a
question or order) of course o Can you give
me a lift to the station? — Certainly. o Tell
him to write to me immediately. — Certain-
ly, sir. o Give me a kiss. — Certainly not! 2.
definitely o She certainly impressed the
judges. o He certainly knows how to score
goals.

® certainty /'s3:t(o)nti/ (plural certain-
ties) noun1. being certain o I can’t tell who
won with any certainty — it was a photo-fin-
ish. o There is no certainty that the weather
will stay fine for the whole of next week. 2.

a sure or certain thing o Fine weather in
November is not an absolute certainty.

® certificate /so'tifikot/ noun an offi-
cial document which proves or shows
something o She has been awarded a cer-
tificate for swimming. o He has a certifi-
cate of aptitude in English.

certify /'sa:tifar/ (certifies, certifying,
certified) verb 1. to make an official state-
ment in writing o The document is certified
as a true copy. o He was certified dead on
arrival at hospital. 2. to send a patient to a
mental hospital (old) o His parents had him
certified.

cervical /'s3:vik(9)l/ adj 1. referring to
the neck o The bones in the neck are the
seven cervical vertebrae. 2. referring to the
cervix of the womb o What can be done to
prevent cervical cancer? o In your case,
you should have a cervical smear test eve-
ry year.

cervix /'sa:viks/ (plural cervixes or cer-
vices) noun the neck of the womb, the nar-
row lower part of the uterus leading into
the vagina o Cancer of the cervix may not
show any symptoms for a very long time.
cessation /se'se1f(a)n/ noun the process
of stopping

CFC abbr chlorofluorocarbon, a com-
pound of fluorine and chlorine o CFCs
contribute to the destruction of the ozone
layer. o When CFCs are released into the
atmosphere, they rise slowly taking about
seven years to reach the stratosphere.
chafe /tfeif/ (chafes, chafing, chafed)
verb to rub something and make it sore

@® chain /tfemn/ noun 1. a series of metal
rings joined together o She wore a gold
chain round her neck. o He stopped when
the chain came off his bike. 2. a series of
businesses such as shops, restaurants or
hotels which belong to the same company
o a chain of shoe shops o a chain of hotels
or a hotel chain m verb (chains, chaining,
chained) to attach with a chain o I chained
my bike to the lamppost.

chain reaction /,t fein ri'ek [on/ nouna
series of reactions which follow on from an
event

chain store /'tfemn sto:/ noun one of a
series of shops owned by the same compa-
ny

@ chair /t [ea/ noun 1. a piece of furniture
with a back, which you can sit on 2. the
person who is in charge of a meeting o
Please address all your comments to the
chair. o in the chair the position of con-
trolling what happens at a meeting o Mrs



chance

Smith was in the chair for our first meeting.
o to take the chair to be the person con-
trolling a meeting o Mr Jones usually takes
the chair at the monthly finance meeting. m
verb (chairs, chairing, chaired) to be the
person controlling what happens at a meet-
ing o The meeting was chaired by Mrs
Smith.
® chairman /'tfeamon/ (plural chair-
men) noun the person who controls what
happens at a meeting o Mrs Jones was the
chairman at the meeting. (NOTE: Many peo-
ple prefer to say chair or chairperson be-
cause chairman suggests that the person is
a man.)
chairmanship /'t fesmon[ip/ noun the
position of being a chairman
chairperson /'tfeop3is(@)n/ (plural
chairpersons) noun the person who con-
trols what happens at a meeting
chairwoman /'tfeowumon/ (plural
chairwomen) noun a woman who controls
what happens at a meeting
chalet /' [&ler/ noun a small house, usual-
ly made of wood, often one where people
stay for a holiday
chalk /t[o:k/ noun 1. a type of soft white
rock 2. a stick of a hard white or coloured
substance used for writing on a board, e.g.
in a classroom o He wrote the dates on the
board in coloured chalk.

chalk up phrasal verb to achieve a score

or a victory
chalkboard /'t[>:kbo:d/ noun a dark
board which you can write on with chalk,
especially on the wall of a classroom
chalky /'t [o:ki/ adjlike chalk in colour or
feel, or containing chalk
@® challenge /'t [elind3/ noun 1. a diffi-
cult test of someone’s skill or strength
[~for/~to] o It’s a difficult job, but I enjoy
the challenge. o The race will be quite a
challenge for me. o The strike is another
challenge to the authority of the govern-
ment. o to pose or present a challenge to
someone to be extremely difficult to do o
Getting the piano up the stairs will pose a
challenge to the helpers. 2. an attempt to
win a fight or competition o a challenge for
the world title 3. an action that shows there
are doubts about the truth, accuracy or le-
gality of something [~to/over] o a challenge
over her claim on the property m verb (chal-
lenges, challenging, challenged) 1. to is-
sue an invitation to a contest 2. to ask
someone to prove that they are right o
When challenged, he admitted that he had
seen her get into a car. o The committee’s

conclusions have been challenged by other
experts. ¢ to take up the challenge 1. to
accept an invitation to take part in a contest
o Our team took up the challenge to play
another game. 2. to decide to prove that
you are right about something or able to do
something difficult o She decided to take
up the challenge of being the first woman
to complete the course.

challenged /'t [e«lind3d/ adj 1. unable to
do a particular activity easily, especially
because of physical or mental disadvantag-
es 2. not having a particular quality (humor-
ous) o a scientifically challenged (=not ac-
curate according to science) account of the
new cancer treatment

challenging /'t [elind3iy/ adj 1. diffi-
cult to do or achieve but giving a feeling of
satisfaction o a challenging job 2. refusing
to accept someone’s authority or the usual
way of doing something o challenging be-
haviour

® chamber /'t fermbs/ noun 1. an offi-
cial room 2. an empty space inside the
heart o Blood collects inside the chambers
of the heart and is then pumped out. 3. a
space in a part of a machine, especially one
of the spaces for bullets in a gun
chambermaid /'tfermbomeid/ noun a
woman who cleans bedrooms in a hotel
chamber music /'tfeimbo mju:zik/
noun music for a few instruments which
can be played in a small room

champ /tfemp/ noun the winner of a
competition, especially in sport (informal)
o He’s the champ!

champagne /[em'pemn/ noun a spar-
kling white wine from the northeast of
France

@ champion /'tfempion/ noun 1. the
best one in a particular competition [~in] o
a champion swimmer o He’s the world
champion in the 100 metres. 2. a person
who strongly supports something or some-
one o a champion of free city centre trans-
port m verb (champions, championing,
championed) to support something or
someone strongly o They have been cham-
pioning or championing the cause of chil-
dren’s rights for many years.

@ championship /'t f&mpion[ip/ noun
a contest to find who is the champion o The
tennis championship was won by a boy
from Leeds.

® chance /tfains/ noun 1. a possibility
[~(that)] o There is little chance of rain in
August. o Is there a chance that we’ll get
home before 10 p.m.? o a chance of doing
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something a possibility of doing some-
thing o Has our team any chance of win-
ning? — Yes, I think they have a good
chance. 2. an opportunity [~for] o Will there
be a chance for a serious talk with her this
week? o a or the chance to do something
an opportunity to do something o / wish I'd
had the chance to visit South Africa. 3. luck
or accident [~(that)] o The satisfactory out-
come owed more to chance than to good
planning. o It was pure chance that we met
at the station. ¢ by chance in a way that
was not planned or expected o It was quite
by chance that we were travelling on the
same bus. < by any chance perhaps o
Have you by any chance seen my glasses?

® chancellor /'tfa:ns(a)lo/ noun 1. an
important official o He became chancellor
of the university last year: 2. (in Germany or
Austria) the head of the government, equiv-
alent to Prime Minister

® Chancellor of the Exchequer
/,tfamsalor av 0i: 1ks't feka/, Chancellor
noun the chief finance minister in the Brit-
ish government (NOTE: In most countries,
this is called the Minister of Finance; the
American equivalent is the Secretary of the
Treasury.)

chandelier /,f&ndo'l1o/ noun a light fit-
ting which hangs from the ceiling, with
several branches for holding electric bulbs

® change /tfeinds/ verb (changes,
changing, changed) 1. to become differ-
ent, or make something different [~into] o
She’s changed so much since I last saw her
that I hardly recognised her. o He’s
changed into a successful executive since I
last saw him. o Living in the country has
changed their attitude towards towns. o to
change your mind to have a different
opinion about something o I’'ve changed
my mind about taking the job. o You’ll
change your mind about the charity when
you read this article. 2. to put on different
clothes [~into/out of] o I’'m just going up-
stairs to change or to get changed. o We all
changed into our sports gear. 3. to use or
have something in place of something else
[~for] o She’s recently changed her job or
changed jobs. o Can we change our room
for one with a view of the sea? 4. to give
one country’s money for another [~into/out
of] o We want to change some traveller’s
cheques. o I had to change £1,000 into dol-
lars. m noun 1. an occasion on which some-
thing is changed o There was a sudden
change of plan. o We've seen a lot of
changes over the years. 2. something dif-

ferent o A glass of water is a nice change
after all that coffee.We usually go on holi-
day in summer, but this year we’re taking a
winter holiday for a change. o A change of
scenery will do you good. 3. money in
coins o I need some change for the parking
meter. o Have you got change for a £5
note? 4. money which you get back when
you have given more than the correct price
o It cost £3.50, so that’s £1.50 change from
£5. o The shopkeeper gave me the wrong
change. ¢ a change for the better an im-
provement ¢ a change of clothes a set of
clean clothes

change down phrasal verb to move to a

lower gear when driving a car

change over phrasal verb 1. to exchange

places, positions, or roles 2. (in sports

such as football) to move to opposite ends

of a playing field, usually halfway

through a match

change up phrasal verb to move to a

higher gear when driving a car
changeover /'tfeind3,0uva/ noun 1. a
change from one thing to another
[~from/~to] o The changeover from the old
system to the new one takes place at mid-
night. 2. (in sports such as football) the
movement of teams to opposite ends of a
playing field 3. the passing of a baton in a
relay race
changing room /'tfeind3iy rum/
noun a room in a public place where you
can change into or out of clothes
@ channel /'t [een(o)l/ noun 1. a frequen-
cy band for radio or TV or a station using
this band o Shall we watch the new show
on the other channel? o We’re watching
Channel 4. 2. a way in which information
or goods are passed from one place to an-
other o The request will have to be proc-
essed through the normal channels. 3. a
narrow passage along which water can
flow 4. a piece of water connecting two
seas o the English Channel w verb (chan-
nels, channelling, channelled) to send
something in a particular direction [~into] o
They are channelling their funds into re-
search.
chant /tfa:nt/ (chants, chanting, chant-
ed) verb to sing or shout to a regular beat o
The crowds chanted anti-government slo-
gans. (NOTE: + chant n)
chaos /'keips/ noun a state of confusion
o There was total chaos when the electric-
ity failed.
chaotic /ker'ntik/ adj confused, without
order
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® chap /tf&p/ noun a man (informal) o
He’s a really nice chap. o I bought it from
a chap at work.

chapel /'t feep(o)l/ noun1. a room used as
a church, e.g. in a hospital or airport 2. a
part of a large church

chaplain /'tfeplin/ noun a priest at-
tached to a private individual, to a prison or
to one of the armed services

® chapter /'t feepto/ noun a division of a
book o The first chapter is rather slow, but
after that the story gets exciting. o Don’t
tell me how it finishes — I'm only up to
chapter three.

@ character /'karikta/ noun 1. the part
of a person which makes them behave dif-
ferently from all others o He has a strong,
determined character. o a strong charac-
ter a person with special qualities such as
determination or the ability to influence
others 2. a person in a play or novel o The
main character in the film is a woman with
a fascinating history. 3. a set of features
that make something different from other
similar things 4. an attractive quality o The
old house was full of character. 5. a letter
or symbol used in writing or printing o The
book is printed in Chinese characters. 6. a
person with particular qualities o He’s an
interesting character. o quite a character
or a real character an interesting and un-
usual person o My first head teacher was
quite a character.

characterisation / keeriktorar
'ze1f(9)n/, characterization noun an indi-
cation of character

® characterise/'keriktoraiz/ (charac-
terises, characterising, characterised),
characterize verb 1. to be a typical feature
of something o The northern coast is char-
acterised by tall cliffs and tiny beaches. 2.
to describe someone or something as a par-
ticular type of person or thing o He didn’t
like to be characterised as weak and ineffi-
cient.

@ characteristic / kerikto'ristik/ adj
typical o You can recognise her by her
characteristic way of walking. o The shape
is characteristic of this type of flower.
(NOTE: something is characteristic of some-
thing) m noun a typical feature o The two
cars have very similar characteristics.
charade /[o'ra:d/ noun a situation which
has no meaning or which is simply a pre-
tence o Can you make any sense of this
charade? o Why bother with this charade
of consultation when we know that a deci-
sion has already been taken?

charcoal /'tfa:koul/ noun a black fuel
formed from wood which has been burnt
slowly, used for barbecues and grills o We
need a bag of charcoal for the barbecue.

® charge /t [a:d3/ noun 1. money which
you have to pay for something [~for] o
There is no charge for delivery. o We make
a small charge for rental. 2. a statement
that someone has done something bad or
wrong [~that] o I completely reject the
charge that I had these facts before I made
the decision. 3. a claim by the police that
someone has done something wrong o He
was in prison on a charge of trying to shoot
a neighbour. 4. a sudden rush towards
someone or something, especially as part
of an attack o The police stood firm against
the charge of the crowd. 5. an electric cur-
rent o He was killed by an electric charge
from the wires. m verb (charges, charging,
charged) 1. to ask someone to pay [~for] o
The restaurant charged me £10 for two
cups of coffee. o How much did the garage
charge for mending the car? 2. (of the po-
lice) to say that someone has done some-
thing wrong [~with] o She was charged with
stealing the jewels. 3. to attack someone
while running o The police charged the ri-
oters. 4. to run quickly and without care
[~into/around etc] o The children charged
into the kitchen. 5.to give someone respon-
sibility [~with] o She was charged with the
organisation of the society’s conference. 6.
to put electricity into a battery o You can
charge your phone battery overnight. ¢ in
charge of something in control of some-
thing o Who’s in charge here? o He is in
charge of the sales department. ¢ to take
charge of something to start to be respon-
sible for something o She took charge of
the class while the teacher was out of the
room.

charge card /'t fa:d3 ka:d/ noun a plas-
tic card which you can use to buy things
from a particular shop, and pay for them at
a later date

charisma /ko'rizma/ noun personal ap-
peal

charitable /'t[eritob(d)l/ adj 1. refer-
ring to a charity o She was famous for her
charitable work. 2. understanding, or less
critical o Commuters ought to be more
charitable towards railway staff — they’re
only doing their best.

@ charity /'t [eer1ti/ noun an organisation

which collects money to help the poor or to
support some cause o a medical charity
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charity shop /'t[zriti [pp/ noun a shop
run by a charity where you can take things
such as old clothes and ornaments, which
are then sold and the money given to the
charity

charm /tfa:m/ noun 1. attractiveness o
the charm of the Devon countryside o She
has great personal charm. 2. an object
which is supposed to have magical powers
o She wears a lucky charm round her neck.
m verb (charms, charming, charmed) 1. to
attract someone, or to make someone
pleased o He always manages to charm
someone into helping him. o I was
charmed by the village and surrounding
area. 2. t0 use magic on someone or some-
thing o The fairy charmed the trees to grow
golden fruit.

® charming /'t fa:miy/ adj attractive

® chart /t [a:t/ noun 1. a map of the sea,
ariver or alake o You will need an accurate
chart of the entrance to the river. 2. a dia-
gram showing statistics o A chart showing
the increase in cases of lung cancer. m verb
(charts, charting, charted) 1. to make a
map of the sea, ariver or lake o He charted
the coast of southern Australia in the 18th
century. 2. to describe or make a diagram
of something to show information o The
book charts the rise of the new political
party.

® charter /'tfa:to/ noun a legal docu-
ment giving rights or privileges to a public
organisation, a group of people, or a town
o the United Nations charter o a shoppers’
charter o The university received its char-
ter in 1846. m verb (charters, chartering,
chartered) to hire an aircraft, bus or boat
for a particular trip o We chartered a boat
for a day trip to the island.

chartered accountant /tfa:tod o
'kauntont/ noun a qualified accountant

charter flight /'tfa:ito flait/ noun a
flight in an aircraft which has been hired by
the airline for a special occasion

® chase /t[ers/ verb (chases, chasing,
chased) 1. to go after someone in order to
try to catch him or her o The postman was
chased by a dog. o They chased the bur-
glars down the street. 2. to find out how
work is progressing in order to try to speed
itup o We are trying to chase the accounts
department for your cheque. m noun an oc-
casion on which you run after someone to
try to catch them o He was caught after a
three-hour chase along the motorway. o to
give chase to run after someone in order to

try to catch him or her o The robbers es-
caped and the police gave chase.
chase up phrasal verb to find out how
work is progressing in order to try to
speed it up o I’ll chase it up for you on
Monday.
chasm /'kaz(o)m/ noun1. a very big dif-
ference of opinion [~between] o How can
we bridge the chasm between the two sides
in the dispute? 2. a very big crack in the
ground o The mountaineers were forced to
turn back when they reached a chasm in the
glacier.
chassis /'[&si/ noun the metal frame-
work of a vehicle, usually including the
wheels and engine o The car’s chassis was
damaged in the accident.
@® chat /t[et/ noun an informal, friendly
talk [~with/~about] o I'd like to have a chat
with you about your work.
chat room /'t[2t ruim/ noun a facility
exchanging messages by computer in real
time
@ chat show /'tfet [ou/ noun a TV
show where famous people talk to the host
chatter /'tf=to/ (chatters, chattering,
chattered) verb 1. also chatter away or
chatter on to talk quickly and not seriously
[~about] o She was chattering about her
holiday on the phone, not realising that the
boss was standing behind her. 2. (of top and
bottom teeth) to knock together quickly
and noisily, because of cold or fear (NOTE:
+ chatter n)
chatty /'tfeti/ adj 1. liking to talk and
share information in a friendly way o She’s
a very chatty person, always stopping to
gossip with anyone she meets. 2. informal
o He has a pleasant chatty style, which
goes down well with readers of Saturday
papers.
chauffeur /' [oufo/ noun a person who is
paid to drive a car for someone else o The
chauffeur brought the Rolls round to the
door.
chauvinist /' fouvinist/ noun a person
who has a strong feeling of pride in his or
her native country o Chauvinists insist that
British cooking is better than French.
® cheap /tfi:p/ adj not costing a lot of
money o If you want a cheap radio you
ought to shop around. o Why do you go by
bus? — Because it’s cheaper than the train.
o Buses are by far the cheapest way to trav-
el. m adv at a low price o I bought them
cheap in the local market.
@ cheaply /'tfirpli/ adv 1. without
spending much money o cheaply made fur-
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niture o You can live quite cheaply if you
don’t go out to eat in restaurants. 2. at a
low price o They were selling the last few
bottles cheaply.
® cheat /t[i:t/ verb (cheats, cheating,
cheated) to act unfairly in order to be suc-
cessful o They are sure he cheated in his
exam, but can’t find out how he did it. m
noun a person who acts unfairly in order to
win o [ won’t play cards with him again,
he’s a cheat.
® check /t fek/ noun1. an examination or
test [~for/~on] o a routine check of the fire
equipment o The police are carrying out
checks for hidden passengers on all lorries
arriving at the port. 2. US (in a restaurant)
a bill o I'll ask for the check. m verb
(checks, checking, checked) 1. to make
sure [~that/~if/iwhether/~with] o Will you go
and check that or if I locked the door,
please. o 1I'd better check with the office be-
fore I make a firm decision. 2. to examine
something to see if it is satisfactory
[~through/~for/~if/whether/~that] o You
must have your car checked regularly. o
Would you just check quickly through this
report for any obvious mistakes. o I The
children were very quiet so I went to check
that nothing or if anything was wrong. < in
check under control o We must keep our
spending in check.
check in, check into phrasal verb 1. (at a
hotel) to arrive at a hotel and sign for a
room o He checked in at 12.15. o We
checked into our hotel and then went on
a tour of the town. 2. (atan airport) to give
in your ticket to show you are ready to
take the flight o Please check in two
hours before your departure time.
check out phrasal verb 1. (at a hotel) to
leave and pay for a room o We’d better
check out before breakfast. 2. to take lug-
gage out of safe keeping o The ticket
shows that he checked out his bag at
9.15. 3. to see if something is all right o /
thought I heard a noise in the kitchen —
I'll just go and check it out.
check up on phrasal verb to make sure
that something has been done correctly
checked /tfekt/ adj with a pattern of
small squares
checkers /'t[ekoz/ noun US a game for
two people played on a board with black
and white squares and round pieces (NOTE:
The British term is draughts.)
@ check-in /'tfek 1/ noun 1. also
check-in desk a place where passengers
give in their tickets and bags for a flight o

Where’s the check-in? 2. the procedure of
dealing with passengers before a flight o
Check-in starts at 4.30pm.
checklist /'t feklist/ noun a list of things
which have to be done or dealt with before
something can be done
@ checkout /'t fekaut/ noun (in a super-
market) a cash desk in a supermarket where
you pay for the goods you have bought o
There were huge queues at the checkouts.
checkpoint/'tfekpoint/ nouna place on
aroad where the police or army check cars
and people passing
@ checkup /'tfek ap/ noun 1. a test to
see if someone is fit o He had a heart
checkup last week. 2. a general examina-
tion of a machine o I'm taking the car to
the garage for its six-monthly checkup.
Cheddar /'tfedo/ noun a smooth hard
light yellow cheese, originally from a vil-
lage of this name in the west of England
® cheek /tJitk/ noun 1. the part of the
face on each side of the nose and below the
eye o a baby with red cheeks 2. rudeness o
He had the cheek to ask for more money. o
I didn’t like his cheek. (NOTE: no plural in
this sense)
cheekbone /'tfizkboun/ noun a bone
just below the eye which forms the promi-
nent part of the cheek
cheekily /'t [i:kili/ adv in a rude way
cheeky /'t[i:ki/ (cheekier, cheekiest) adj
rude
® cheer /tf19/ noun a shout of praise or
encouragement o When he scored the goal
a great cheer went up.
cheer upQ® phrasal verb to become hap-
pier, or make someone happier o I’m sure
I'll cheer up once the treatment is over. o
She made him a meal to try to cheer him
up. < cheer up! stop being unhappy o
Cheer up! It’ll all be over tomorrow.
@® cheerful /'t[1of(o)l/ adj 1. happy 2.
pleasant o a cheerful smile o a bright
cheerful room
cheerleader /'tf1ali:do/ noun a person
who directs the cheering of a crowd
cheers /'t[10z/ interj (when drinking) 1.
thank you! 2. good health! o They all lifted
their glasses and said ‘cheers!’.
@ cheese /t[i:z/ noun a solid food made
from milk o She ordered a cheese omelette
and chips. o At the end of the meal we’ll
have cheese and biscuits. ¢ ‘say cheese!’
used when asking people to smile when
their photo is being taken (informal) o The
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photographer got us all in a line and then
told us to ‘say cheese!’.

cheeseburger /'t[irzb3:go/ noun a
hamburger with melted cheese on top
cheesecake /'tfi:zkeik/ noun a tart
with a sweet pastry base and cooked cream
cheese on top, often covered with fruit
cheesy /'tfi:zi/ adj cheap and without
style

cheetah /'t[i:to/ noun an animal like a
small leopard, with black spots on pale fur,
which can run faster than any other animal
® chef /fef/ noun a cook in a restaurant
® chemical /'’kemik(o)l/ noun a sub-
stance which is formed by reactions be-
tween chemicals o rows of glass bottles
containing chemicals o Chemicals are
widely used in agriculture. m adjrelating to
chemistry o If you add acid it sets off a
chemical reaction.

® chemist /'kemist/ noun 1. a person
who prepares and sells medicines o Ask the
chemist to give you something for indiges-
tion. 2. a scientist who studies chemical
substances o She works as a chemist in a
nuclear laboratory.

® chemistry /'kemistri/ noun the sci-
ence of chemical substances and their reac-
tions o She’s studying chemistry at univer-
sity. o He passed his chemistry exam.
chemotherapy / kizmau'Oerapi/,
chemo noun the process of using chemical
drugs to fight a disease, especially using
toxic chemicals to destroy rapidly develop-
ing cancer cells

® cheque /tfek/ noun a form asking a
bank to pay money from one account to an-
other [~for] o I paid for the jacket by
cheque. o He made out a cheque for £100
to Mr Smith.

@ chequebook /'t fekbuk/ nouna set of
blank cheques attached together in a cover
(NOTE: The US spelling is checkbook.)
cheque card /'tfek ka:d/, cheque
guarantee card noun a plastic bank card
that guarantees that a cheque will be paid
by the bank

chequered /'tfekod/ adj 1. laid out in a
pattern of squares 2. varied, with good and
bad parts o She had a chequered career in
the police force.

cherish /'t fer1f/ (cherishes, cherishing,
cherished) verb 1. to love o The two people
he cherished most died during the year. o
She cherished the old ring given to her by
her grandmother. 2. to cling onto a hope o
She still cherishes the hope of living in a
warmer country.

® cherry /'t feri/ (plural cherries) noun a
small sweet red or black fruit with a single
hard seed in the middle, which grows on a
tree
cherub /'t ferab/ noun a child who looks
like an angel
® chess /t [es/ noun a game for two peo-
ple played on a board with sixteen differ-
ent-shaped pieces on each side (NOTE: no
plural)
chessman /'tfesman/ (plural chess-
men), chesspiece noun a piece used in the
game of chess
@ chest /t fest/ noun 1. the top front part
of the body, where the heart and lungs are
o If you have pains in your chest or if you
have chest pains, you ought to see a doctor.
o The doctor listened to the patient’s chest.
o She was rushed to hospital with chest
wounds. 2. a measurement around the top
part of the body just under the arms o
What’s his chest size or measurement? o
He has a 48-inch chest. 3. a piece of furni-
ture, like a large box o He keeps his old
clothes in a chest under the bed. ¢ to get
something off your chest to speak honest-
ly about a problem
chestnut /'tfesnat/ noun 1. » horse
chestnut, sweet chestnut (trees) 2. the
wood from a chestnut tree o a chestnut ta-
ble 3. a red-brown colour o She has beau-
tiful long chestnut hair. 4. an old joke o His
speech was just a series of not very amus-
ing old chestnuts.
chew /tfu:/ (chews, chewing, chewed)
verb to use your teeth to make something
soft, usually so that you can swallow it
[~on] o You must chew your meat well, or
you will get pains in your stomach. o The
dog was lying in front of the fire chewing
on a bone.

chew up phrasal verb to ruin something

by chewing it a lot
@ chewing gum /'tfuiiy gam/ noun a
sweet substance which you chew but do
not swallow
chewy /'t fu:i/ adj which must be chewed
for a long time before being swallowed
chic /fi:k/ adj elegant and fashionable o
It’s very chic these days to have an all
white sports car. o We took our visitors to a
very chic restaurant in Mayfair.
chick /t [1k/ noun a baby bird, especially a
baby hen
@® chicken /'t [1kin/ noun 1. a bird kept
for its eggs and meat o Chickens were run-
ning everywhere in the farmyard. 2. meat
from a chicken o We're having roast chick-
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en for lunch. o Would you like another slice
of chicken? o We bought some chicken
sandwiches for lunch. (NOTE: no plural:
some chicken; a piece of chicken; a slice of
chicken)

chicken out phrasal verb to decide not to

do something because you are scared

(slang)
chickpea /'tf1kpi:/ noun a round, pale
yellow seed that can be cooked and eaten
@® chief /t [i:f/ adj most important o He’s
the chief planner in the local authority. o
What is the chief cause of air accidents? m
noun 1. the person in control of a group of
people or a business o He’s been made the
new chief of our department. o The fire
chief warned that the building was danger-
ous. 2. the leader of a specific group of
people who share a culture and social sys-
tem o All the chiefs came together at a
meeting.
Chief Executive /tfi:f 1g'zekjutiv/
noun the main director who runs a compa-

ny

chiefly /'t [i:fli/ adv mainly o The town is
famous chiefly for its cathedral.
chieftain /'tfi:fton/ noun the leader of a
tribe

chiffon /' [ifon/ noun a type of very thin
light silk material

@ child /t faild/ (plural children) noun1. a
young boy or girl o There was no TV when
my mother was a child. o A group of chil-
dren were playing on the beach. 2. a son or
daughter o Whose child is that? o They
have six children — two boys and four girls.
o We have two adult children.

child abuse /'tfaild o,bju:s/ noun bad
treatment of a child by an adult
childbirth /'t faildb3:6/ noun the act of
giving birth to a child

childcare /'t faildkeo/ noun the care of
young children

® childhood /'t faildhud/ noun the time
when someone is a child

childish /'t fa1ldif/ adj 1. silly or foolish
2. like a child

childlike /'t faildlaik/ adjinnocent like a
child

childminder /'tfaildmainds/ noun a
person who looks after children in their
own home while the parents are working
childproof /'t faildpru:f/ adj difficult for
a child to open or operate

children /'t fildran/ plural of child
child support /'tfaild so,po:t/ noun a
sum of money paid by a divorced person to

maintain the normal standard of living of
his or her children
® chill /tf11/ noun 1. a short illness caus-
ing a feeling of being cold and shivering o
You’ll catch a chill if you don’t wear a coat.
2. coldness o The sun came up and soon
cleared away the morning chill. 3. an at-
mosphere of gloom o The death of the
bride’s father cast a chill over the wedding.
m verb (chills, chilling, chilled) 1. to cool 2.
also chill out to relax and be calm
(informal)

chill out phrasal verb to relax
chilli /'tf1li/ noun a dried seed pod of a
type of pepper plant, used to make hot
sauces (NOTE: The US spelling is chili.)
chilling /'t f1lig/ adj frightening
chilly /'t[1li/ (chillier, chilliest) adj quite
cold
chime /tfaim/ noun the ringing of bells o
The chimes of Big Ben start the BBC News.
m verb (chimes, chiming, chimed) (of bells,
doorbells or clocks) to ring o The church
clock has just chimed four.
chimney /'t [1mni/ noun a tall brick tube
for taking smoke away from a fire
chimpanzee /tfimpean'zii/,
noun a type of African ape
@® chin /tfmn/ noun the front part of the
bottom jaw o She suddenly stood up and
hit him on the chin.
china /'t [aina/ noun things such as cups
and plates made of decorated fine white
clay (NOTE: no plural)
chink /t figk/ noun 1. a very small hole or
crack o Even a tiny chink in the curtains
will let light into the darkroom. 2. a little
noise of pieces of something hard hitting
each other o the chink of glasses on the
waiter’s tray
chinos /'tfiinouz/ plural noun smart but
casual thick cotton trousers
@® chip /tf1p/ noun 1. a long thin piece of
potato fried in oil o He ordered chicken
and chips. o fish and chips a traditional
British food, obtained from special shops,
where portions of fish fried in batter are
sold with chips o We’re having fish and
chips for dinner. 2. US a thin slice of potato
or other food, fried till crisp and eaten cold
as a snack o a packet of potato or corn
chips 3. a small piece of something hard,
such as wood or stone o Chips of wood flew
all over the studio as he was carving the
statue. 4. a small piece of silicon able to
store data, used in a computer. Same as sil-
icon chip m verb (chips, chipping,
chipped) to break a small piece off some-

chimp
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thing hard o He banged the cup down on
the plate and chipped it. ¢ to have a chip
on your shoulder to feel constantly an-
noyed because you feel you have lost an
advantage o He’s got a chip on his shoul-
der because his brother has a better job
than he has.
chip in phrasal verb 1. to contribute o We
all chipped in for the present. 2. to inter-
rupt o My assistant suddenly chipped in
with a comment.
chipmunk /'tfipmagk/ noun a small
North American animal, like a little striped
squirrel
chiropodist /ki'ropadist/ noun a person
who specialises in looking after feet
chirp /t[3:p/ (chirps, chirping, chirped)
verb (of birds or grasshoppers) to call o The
little chicks were chirping in their box.
(NOTE: + chirp n)
chirpy /'t[3:pi/ adj bright and cheerful
(informal)
chitchat /'tfittfet/ noun conversations
about things which are not important
(informal)
chivalry /'fivolri/ noun politeness or
courtesy
chives /tfaivz/ plural noun a herb of
which the leaves are used to decorate dish-
es or in soups or salads (NOTE: chives has
no singular.)
chlorinated /'klo:rinertid/ adj added to
or treated with chlorine
chlorine /klorizn/ noun a powerful
greenish gas, used to sterilise water and to
bleach things
@ chocolate /'t [pklot/ noun 1. a sweet
brown food made from the crushed seeds
of a tropical tree o a bar of chocolate o Her
mother made a chocolate cake. 2. a single
sweet made from chocolate o There are
only three chocolates left in the box. o
Who'’s eaten the last chocolate? 3. a drink
made from chocolate powder and milk o /
always have a cup of hot chocolate before
I go to bed.
® choice /tfors/ noun 1. something
which is chosen [~for] o Paris was our first
choice for our holiday. 2. the act of choos-
ing something o We give students plenty of
advice on their choice of course. 3. a range
of things to choose from [~between] o The
store has a huge choice of furniture. o He
gave me a choice between full-time or
part-time work. o 1 hadn’t any choice, 1
had no choice there was nothing else I
could do m adj (choicer, choicest) (of food)

specially selected o choice meat o choice
peaches
choir /kwara/ noun a group of people who
sing together o He sings in the church
choir.
choke /tfouk/ (chokes, choking,
choked) verb 1. to stop breathing properly
because something such as a piece of food
is blocking the throat [~on] o Don’t talk
with your mouth full or you’ll choke. o He
choked on a piece of bread or a piece of
bread made him choke. 2. to block some-
thing such as a pipe [~with] o The canal was
choked with weeds. 3. to squeeze some-
one’s neck so that they cannot breathe o He
felt the tight collar was choking him. o to
choke someone to death to squeeze some-
one’s throat until they die 4. to find it hard
to speak because of emotion [~with] o Her
voice was choked with anger.
choked /t[oukt/ adj overcome by emo-
tion such as sadness or anger
cholera /'kolora/ noun a serious bacterial
disease spread through infected food or
water
® cholesterol /ka'lestarol/ noun a fatty
substance found in fats and oils, also pro-
duced by the liver and forming an essential
part of all cells. Excess amounts can cause
blocked arteries.
® choose /t[u:z/ (chooses, choosing,
chose, chosen) verb 1. to decide which of
several things you want to have [~be-
tween/~from/~out of/~which/where/whether
etc/~as] o I chose a book about sailing. o I
can’t choose between the white one or the
yellow one. o There were several good can-
didates to choose from. o The girl was cho-
sen out of the thousands of children who
applied. o Have you chosen what you want
to eat? o They chose him as team leader. o
You must give customers plenty of time to
choose. 2. to decide to do one thing when
there are several things you could do o In
the end, they chose to go to the cinema. v
choice
choosy /'tfu:zi/ adj difficult to please
(informal)
® chop /tfop/ noun a piece of meat with
a bone attached o We had lamb chops for
dinner. w verb (chops, chopping,
chopped) to cut something roughly into
small pieces with a knife or other sharp
tool o He spent the afternoon chopping
wood for the fire. ¢ to do one thing, then
another o He keeps chopping and changing
and can’t make his mind up.

chop down(®) phrasal verb to cut down a
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tree with an axe

chop off() phrasal verb to cut something

off, e.g. with an axe or knife

chop up() phrasal verb to cut something

into pieces
chopper /'tfopa/ noun 1. an axe, espe-
cially one for cutting meat o A butcher
armed with a chopper was cutting up car-
casses. 2. a helicopter (informal) o A chop-
per landed in the middle of the motorway
to pick up the accident victims.
choppy /'tfopi/ adj (of water) quite rough
chopsticks /'t fopstiks/ noun a pair of
small sticks used in China, Japan, etc., to
eat food or to stir food when cooking
choral /'ko:ral/ adj referring to a choir
® chord /ko:d/ noun 1. several notes
played together in harmony o He sat down
at the piano and played a few chords. 2. a
line which joins two points on a curve o
Draw a chord across this circle. (NOTE: Do
not confuse with cord.)
chore /t[5:/ noun a piece of routine work,
e.g. cleaning in a house, that you have to do
o household chores
choreography / kori'ngrofi/ noun the
art of arranging the steps for a dance (NOTE:
+ choreographer n)
® chorus /'ko:ras/ noun 1. a part of a
song which is repeated later in the song o
I’ll sing the verses and everyone can join in
the chorus. 2. a group of people who sing
together o All the members of the chorus
were on the stage.
chose /t[ouz/ past tense of choose
chosen /'tfouz(o)n/ past participle of
choose
® Christ /kraist/ noun Jesus Christ, the
person on whose life and teachings the
Christian religion is based m interj used for
showing you are annoyed (taboo) o Christ!
It’s eight o’clock already and I haven’t
started cooking dinner.
christen /'kris(o)n/ (christens, chris-
tening, christened) verb 1. to give a name
to something o She was christened the
‘Iron Lady’ by the press. 2. to use some-
thing for the first time o Come and help us
christen our new set of champagne glasses.
christening /kris(e)niy/ noun a cere-
mony in church where a baby is given a
name
® Christian /'kristfon/ adj relating to
the religion based on the teachings of Jesus
Christ o There are several Christian
churches in the town. o She practises all
the Christian virtues. m noun a person who

believes in the teachings of Jesus Christ
and in Christianity

Christianity / kristi'eniti/ noun a reli-
gion based on the doctrine preached by Je-
sus Christ and followed by Christians ever
since

® Christian name /'kristfon nerm/
noun the special name given to someone as
a child after birth or at their christening

@® Christmas /'krismos/, Christmas
Day noun a Christian festival on December
25th, celebrated as the birthday of Jesus
Christ, when presents are given o Have you
opened your Christmas presents yet?
Christmas card /'krismos ka:d/ noun
a card which is sent to someone at Christ-
mas

Christmas carol /krismos 'keral/
noun a special song sung at Christmas
Christmas Day /krismos 'der/ noun
December 25th, the day on which Christ-
mas is celebrated

® Christmas Eve / krismos 'i:v/ noun
the evening of December 24th o a Christ-
mas Eve party

Christmas tree /'krismos trii/ noun a
fir tree which is brought into the house at
Christmas and decorated with coloured
lights and ornaments

chrome /kroum/ noun an alloy of chro-
mium and other metals, used to give a
shiny silver surface o a 1960s chair with
chrome legs and a plastic seat
chromosome /'kroumosaum/ noun a
rod-shaped structure in the nucleus of a
cell, formed of DNA, which carries the
genes

chronic /'kronik/ adj 1. (of illness or pain)
serious and continuing for a long time o
She has chronic bronchitis. o Chronic asth-
ma sufferers need to use special drugs.
Compare acute 2. referring to someone
who does a particular activity, especially a
harmful one, often o a chronic smoker 3.
very bad (informal) o We have a chronic
shortage of skilled staff.

chronicle /'kronik(a)l/ noun a record of
things which take place o He wrote a
chronicle of the war. (NOTE: + chronicle v)
chrysanthemum /kr1'senfrmom/
noun a type of autumn flower with many
small petals

chubby /'t[abi/ (chubbier, chubbiest)
adjpleasantly fat

@ chuck /tfak/ (chucks, chucking,
chucked) verb to throw (informal) o Chuck
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me that newspaper, can you? o She
chucked the book out of the window.
chuckle /'t [ak(9)l/ noun a quiet laugh o
We all had a good chuckle over the chair-
man’s speech. m verb (chuckles, chuck-
ling, chuckled) to give a quiet laugh o He
chuckled when she said she wanted a good
steady job.
chuffed /t[aft/ adjpleased or proud
chug /t[ag/ (chugs, chugging, chugged)
verb to make a regular noise like an engine
[~along/up/down etc] (informal)
chunk /t fapk/ noun a large thick piece of
something
chunky /'t[agki/ (chunkier, chunkiest)
adjmade of large or thick pieces
® church /t[3:tf/ noun a building where
Christians go to pray o We usually go to
church on Sunday mornings. o The oldest
building in the village is St Mary’s Church.
o The times of the church services are giv-
en on the board outside.
churchgoer /'t [3:t [goua/ noun a person
who goes to church regularly
churchyard /'t[3:tfja:d/ noun a ceme-
tery next to a church
churn /tf3:n/ noun a large metal contain-
er for milk o Churns of fresh milk were
lined up at the farm entrance waiting to be
picked up. m verb (churns, churning,
churned) 1. to turn cream to make butter o
Do you know of any farm where butter is
still churned by hand? 2. to buy and sell
shares on someone’s behalf, in order to
earn commission for yourself o Few small
investors realise how much money they
lose through churning.

churn out phrasal verb to produce some-

thing in a series
chute /[u:t/ noun1. aslide into water in a
swimming pool o The kids screamed as
they slid down the chute into the pool. 2. a
slide for sending things down to a lower
level o The parcels are wrapped and la-
belled and then sent down a chute to where
the delivery vans are waiting.
chutney /'tfatni/ noun a highly fla-
voured sauce usually made with tomatoes,
onions, vinegar and spices
cider /'saido/ noun an alcoholic drink
made from fermented apple juice
cigar /s1'ga:/ noun a tight roll of dried to-
bacco leaves which you can light and
smoke
@® cigarette /,sigo'ret/ noun a roll of
very thin paper containing tobacco, which
you can light and smoke o a packet or pack

of cigarettes o The room was full of ciga-
rette smoke.

® cinema /'sinimd/ noun a building
where you go to watch films o We went to
the cinema on Friday night.

cinematic /,sini'meetik/ adj referring to
films and the cinema

cinnamon /'sinomon/ noun a spice
made from the inner bark of a tropical tree
circa /'sa:ka/ prep about (formal used of
dates)

@® circle /'s3:k(o)l/ noun 1. a line forming
a round shape o He drew a circle on the
blackboard. 2. anything forming a round
shape o The children sat in a circle round
the teacher. o The soldiers formed a circle
round the prisoner. 3. a group of people or
a society o She went to live abroad and lost
contact with her old circle of friends. o He
moves in the highest government circles. 4.
a row of seats above the stalls in a theatre o
We got tickets for the upper circle. m verb
(circles, circling, circled) to make circular
movements [~around/above/over etc] o
Large birds were circling above the dead
animals.

® cireuit /'s3:kit/ noun 1. a fixed or reg-
ular way of travelling from one place to an-
other for a particular activity o a familiar
speaker on the lecture circuit 2. a path on
which competitions take place o a race cir-
cuit 3. a trip around something o His first
circuit of the track was very slow. 4. the
path that electricity flows around o He’s
designed a circuit for a burglar alarm.
circuit board /'sa:kit bo:d/ noun a
board composed of a printed circuit
circuit breaker /'sa:kit ,bretko/ noun a
safety device in an electrical circuit

@® circular /'s3:kjulo/ adj 1. round in
shape o a circular table 2. sent to a number
of people o The company sent a circular
letter to all employees. (NOTE: only used be-
fore a noun) m noun a document with one or
just a few pages sent to a number of people
to inform them about something

® circulate /'sa:kjulert/ (circulates, cir-
culating, circulated) verb 1. to send some-
thing round to various people o They circu-
lated a new list of prices to all their cus-
tomers. 2. to move round o Blood
circulates round the body. o Waiters circu-
lated round the room carrying trays of
drinks. 3. to talk to different people at a
party o Let’s talk later — I've got to circu-
late.

® circulation / s3:kju'lerf(o)n/ noun 1.
the act of circulating o The circulation of



105

civil liberties

the new price list to all departments will
take several days. 2. the movement of
blood around the body o Rub your hands
together to get the circulation going. o He
has poor circulation.

circumcise /'sa:komsaiz/ (circumcis-
es, circumcising, circumcised) verb to re-
move the foreskin from a boy’s or man’s
penis (NOTE: + circumcision n)

circumference /so'kamf(o)rons/ noun
the distance round the outside edge of a cir-
cle, an object or an area o We walked the
dog around the circumference of the field.

circumflex /'s3a:komfleks/, circumflex
accent noun an accent like an upside down
‘v’ placed over certain vowels

circumstance /'s3:komstons/ noun the
set of conditions that affect a situation o
The circumstances surrounding the crash
led us to believe it was not an accident.
(NOTE: usually plural) < in or under the cir-
cumstances if a particular set of condi-
tions exist o It’s hard to do a good job un-
der these circumstances. o In different cir-
cumstances, 1'd have been willing to stay
longer. ¢ due to circumstances beyond
someone’s control because of something
which someone has no power to change o
The show had to be cancelled due to cir-
cumstances beyond our control.
circumstantial /,s3:kom'stanf(o)l/ adj
giving details of particular circumstances
circumvent /s3:kom'vent/ (circum-
vents, circumventing, circumvented)
verb to avoid something

circus /'s3:kas/ noun 1. a travelling show,
often given under a large tent, with ani-
mals, clowns and other performers o We
went to the circus last night. o The circus is
coming to town for the bank holiday week-
end. 2. a busy road junction in the centre of
a large town o Oxford Circus is where Ox-
ford Street crosses Regent Street.

cistern /'siston/ noun alarge tank for wa-
ter

cite /sart/ (cites, citing, cited) verb 1. to
quote areference or a person as proof o She
cited several passages from his latest book.
2. to call someone to appear in court o He
was cited to appear before the magistrates.
(NOTE: Do not confuse with sight, site.)

@® citizen /'sitiz(a)n/ noun a person who
comes from a particular country or has the
same right to live there as someone who
was born there o All Australian citizens
have a duty to vote. o He was born in Ger-
many, but is now a British citizen.

® citizenship /'sitiz(o)nf1p/ noun the
state of being a citizen

citrus fruit /'sitros fru:t/ noun an edible
fruit such as an orange, lemon, grapefruit
or lime

@ city /'siti/ (plural cities) noun a large
town o busy city streets o Traffic is a prob-
lem in big cities.

city centre /;siti 'senta/ noun the central
part of a town

civic /'s1vik/ adj referring to a city

@ civil /'s1v(9)l/ adj 1. relating to general
public life rather than to the armed forces o
He left the air force and became a civil air-
line pilot. 2. polite o She wasn’t very civil
to the policeman. 3. in court, relating to
cases brought by one person against anoth-
er, as opposed to being brought by the po-
lice because it is criminal

civil action /;siv(o)l 'akfon/ noun a
court action brought by one citizen against
another, as opposed to a criminal action
civil engineering /siv(s)l endsr
‘nrar1y/ noun the science of building, espe-
cially of roads, bridges and railways
civilian /so'vilian/ noun an ordinary citi-
zen who is not in the armed forces o It is
certain that ordinary civilians will be af-
fected by the war. o Many civilians were
killed in the air raids.

@® civilisation / sivilar'zei[(o)n/, civili-
zation noun a civilised society or civilised
way of organising society

civilise /'sivilaiz/ (civilises, civilising,
civilised), civilize verb to educate people to
a higher level of society o Missionaries
went out with the idea that they would civ-
ilise local tribes.

civilised /'sivilaizd/, civilized adj 1. or-
ganised to a high level of social behaviour
o How can a civilised nation carry out
such barbarous punishments. 2. pleasant
and polite o We had a very civilised
evening, chatting over a good meal. o Try
to greet my parents in a civilised manner if
you can. o It’s so good to be in civilised
company again.

civil law /,s1v(o)l 'Io:/ noun laws relating
to people’s rights

civil liberties /,s1v(a)l 'liboatiz/ plural
noun the rights of ordinary people to act
freely within the law o a campaign to ex-
tend civil liberties o Security cameras on
buildings can be seen as an infringement of
civil liberties. (NOTE: Liberty of the press
and liberty of the individual are examples of
civil liberties.)
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civil rights /,s1v(o)l 'ratts/ plural noun
rights of an ordinary citizen o She cam-
paigned for civil rights in the 1980s.
@ civil servant/;siv(o)l 's3:vont/ noun
a person who works in a government de-
partment
@ civil war/ ;s1v(o)l 'wo:/ noun a war be-
tween citizens inside a country
clad /klaed/ adj 1. dressed in a particular
way o a group of leather-clad dancers o
The soldiers were clad in winter great-
coats. 2. covered o the snow-clad fields o a
white stucco-clad house
® claim /klerm/ noun 1. an occasion on
which someone asks for money [~for] o His
claim for a pay increase was turned down.
2. a statement of something which you be-
lieve to be true but have no proof [~that] o
His claim that the car belonged to him was
correct. 3. a demand for money against an
insurance policy o After the floods, insur-
ance companies received hundreds of
claims. o to put in or submit a claim to
ask an insurance company officially to pay
money for something that has been dam-
aged o I put in a claim for repairs to the
car. o She submitted a claim for £250,000
damages against the driver of the other
car. 4. a right to something [~on] o He has
a legal claim on the property. o Preparing
for my exam was a big claim on my leisure
time last year. m verb (claims, claiming,
claimed) 1. to state something, but without
any proof [~(that)] o He claims he never re-
ceived the letter. o She claims that the car
belongs to her. 2. to ask for something that
you have a right to receive o If they charged
you too much you must claim a refund. 3. to
say you own something which has been left
behind or lost o No one has claimed the
umbrella found in my office, so I am going
to keep it.
® claimant /'’klermant/ noun 1. a person
who claims something o Benefit claimants
will be paid late because of the bank holi-
day. 2. a person who starts a legal action
against someone in the civil courts o She’s
the claimant in a libel action. o The court
decided in favour of the claimant. (NOTE:
The former term was plaintiff. The other
party in an action is the defendant.)
clairvoyant /kleo'voront/ noun a person
who says he or she can see in his or her
mind things which are happening else-
where, or can foretell the future
clam /kleem/ noun a large shellfish found
in sand, which is dug out with a spade
clam up phrasal verb to refuse to talk

(informal)
clamber /'kl&mba/ (clambers, clamber-
ing, clambered) verb to climb with diffi-
culty
clammy /'klemi/ (clammier, clammiest)
adj damp and cold
clamour /'’klama/ noun 1. noise such as
shouting o The clamour of the crowd at the
rugby ground could be heard for miles
around. 2. a loud demand [~for] o a cla-
mour for democratic elections m verb to de-
mand something or to do something loudly
or publicly [~for] o People are clamouring
for tickets. (NOTE: [all senses] The US spell-
ing is clamor.)
clamp /kleemp/ noun a device that holds
something tightly and prevents it from
moving m verb (clamps, clamping,
clamped) 1. to hold something in a fixed
position [~to/~on/onto] 2. to prevent an ille-
gally parked car from moving by attaching
a clamp to one wheel o I parked on a dou-
ble yellow line and was clamped. 3. to hold
something tight with a clamp

clamp down /'klemp 'daun on/ verb to

try to stop something happening [~on] o

Railway staff are clamping down on peo-

ple travelling without tickets.
clampdown /'kleempdaun/ noun an ac-
tion by someone in authority to stop some-
thing from happening [~on] o a clampdown
on smoking in public places
clan /klan/ noun a family tribe, especially
in Scotland
clandestine /klen'destin/ adj secret,
undercover
clang /klep/ (clangs, clanging, clanged)
verb to make a loud ringing noise o We
were woken up by the bells clanging in the
churches round us. (NOTE: + clang n)
clank /klepk/ (clanks, clanking,
clanked) verb to make a noise of metal hit-
ting other metal (NOTE: + clank n)
clap /klep/ (claps, clapping, clapped)
verb to beat your hands together to show
you are pleased o At the end of her speech
the audience stood up and clapped. o He
clapped his hands together in delight.
clarification /klerifi'kerf(o)n/ noun
the act of making something clear
® clarify /'klerifar/ (clarifies, clarifying,
clarified) verb to explain something more
clearly [~what/whether/how etc] o We will
have to clarify the situation before taking
any further decisions. o Can you clarify
what the work will involve ?
clarinet / kleri'net/ noun a wind instru-
ment in the woodwind group
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® clarity /'kleriti/ noun clearness

clash /kle[/ noun1. a fight, especially be-
tween people who are not soldiers [~be-
tween/~with] o There were clashes between
supporters of rival football teams. 2. an ar-
gument or disagreement [~over] o a clash
over whose responsibility it was 3. a game
or competition between two teams or two
players 4. an occasion when two things you
want to do are happening at the same time
5. the shock of two colours seen close to-
gether o If you wear red tights with an or-
ange dress there will be a colour clash. 6.
a loud noise of metal things hitting each
other m verb (clashes, clashing, clashed)
1. to argue violently [~with/~over] o She
clashed with her mother over wearing a
ring in her nose. o The opposition deputies
clashed with the government during the de-
bate. 2. to fight [~with] o Rioting fans
clashed with the police. 3. to happen at the
same time as something else [~with] o The
party clashes with a meeting I have to go
to. o Unfortunately, the two meetings
clash, so I'll have to miss one. 4. (of col-
ours) to shock when put side by side [~with]
o That bright pink tie clashes with your
green shirt. 5. to bang things together mak-
ing a loud noise

® clasp /kla:sp/ noun 1. a device for
holding something shut o My handbag
won'’t close properly — the clasp is broken.
2. the act of holding something in your
hand o I could feel the firm clasp of his
hand on my shoulder. m verb (clasps,
clasping, clasped) to hold something tight
o The child clasped his hand anxiously.

@ class /kla:s/ noun 1. a group of chil-
dren or adults who go to school or college
together o There are 30 children in my
son’s class. 2. a lesson o What did you
learn in your history class today? 3. people
of a particular group in society o The col-
lege encourages applications from differ-
ent social classes. 4. a group of things, an-
imals or people that share some features o
Different standards apply to the five differ-
ent classes of service you can pay for. 5. a
particular level of quality o Always buy the
best class of product. o These peaches are
Class 1.

class act /kla:s '&kt/ noun a person or
thing considered to be an example of excel-
lence

Class A drug /kla:s er 'drag/ noun an
illegal drug such as heroin, which is con-
sidered to be one of the strongest and most
dangerous drugs

® classic /'klesik/ noun a great book,
play or piece of music o ‘The Maltese Fal-
con’ is a Hollywood classic. o We have to
study several classics of English literature
for our course. m adj 1. (of a style) elegant
and traditional o The classic little black
dress is always in fashion. o The style of
the new hotel building is classic, simple
and elegant. 2. based on Ancient Greek or
Roman architecture 3. typical o It was a
classic example of his inability to take de-
cisions.

® classical /'klesik(o)l/ adj 1. elegant
and based on the Ancient Greek or Roman
style o a classical eighteenth-century villa
2. referring to Ancient Greece and Rome o
classical Greek literature 3. referring to
traditional serious music o a concert of
classical music

classical music / klasik(o)l 'mju:zik/
noun European music such as that written
by Mozart or Bach, based on specific struc-
tures

Classics /'klasiks/ plural noun the study
of the languages, literature and philosophy
of Ancient Greece and Rome o She studied
Classics at Oxford. o He has a Classics de-
gree from Edinburgh.

classification / klesifi'ker[(o)n/ noun
a way of arranging things into categories
classified /'klesifard/ adj 1. which has
been put into a category 2. secret

® classify /'klesifar/ (classifies, clas-
sifying, classified) verb to arrange things
into categories o The hotels are classified
according to a system of stars.

classless /'kla:slos/ adj with no division
into social classes

classmate /'kla:smeit/ noun a person
who is or was in the same class as you at
school or college

® classroom /'kla:sru:m/ noun a room
in a school where children are taught o
When the teacher came into the classroom
all the children were shouting.

classy /'kla:si/ (classier, classiest) adj
stylish and expensive-looking (informal)
clatter /'klzto/ (clatters, clattering, clat-
tered) verb to make a loud harsh noise o
The wooden cart clattered across the
square. (NOTE: + clatter n)

@ clause /klo:z/ nouna paragraph in a le-
gal document o According to clause six,
payments will not be due until next year.
claustrophobia / klozstra'foubio/
noun a fear of being shut inside a closed
place



claustrophobic

108

claustrophobic /klo:stro'foubik/ adj
feeling or causing claustrophobia
claw /klo:/ noun a nail on the foot of an
animal or bird o The dog dug a hole with its
claws.
® clay /kley/ noun thick heavy soil o The
soil in our garden has a lot of clay in it.
® clean /klizn/ adj 1. not dirty o Wipe
your glasses with a clean handkerchief. o
The bedrooms must be spotlessly clean. o
Tell the waitress these cups aren’t clean. 2.
not used o The maid forgot to put clean
towels in the bathroom. m verb (cleans,
cleaning, cleaned) to take away the dirt
from something o Remember to clean your
teeth every morning. o She was cleaning
the car when she saw the damage. ¢ to
come clean to confess to, e.g. a crime
(informal) o He came clean and owned up
to stealing the watch.
clean out phrasal verb to make some-
thing empty and clean (informal)
clean up phrasal verb 1. to make every-
thing clean and tidy, e.g. after a party o It
took us three hours to clean up after her
birthday party. 2. to remove corruption
from a place o The police are going to
have a hard job cleaning up this town. 3.
to make a lot of money o He cleaned up
at the races. o In no time he’d cleaned up
£50,000.
clean-cut/ kli:n 'kat/ adj neat and tidy o
a man in a clean-cut suit
® cleaner /'kli:no/ noun 1. a machine
which removes dirt o a carpet cleaner 2. a
person who cleans a building such as a
house or an office o The cleaners didn’t
empty my wastepaper basket.
® cleaning /'kliinig/ noun 1. the action
of making something clean o Cleaning the
house after the party took hours. 2. clothes
which are going to be sent for dry-cleaning
or which have been returned after dry-
cleaning o Could you collect my cleaning
for me after work tonight?
cleanse /klenz/ (cleanses, cleansing,
cleansed) verb to make something very
clean
cleanser /'klenzoa/ noun a substance
which removes dirt, especially from the
face
clean-shaven/ kli:n 'ferv(o)n/ adj with
no beard or moustache
clean-up /kli:n ap/ noun the act of mak-
ing something clean
@ clear /klio/ adj 1. with nothing in the
way o You can cross the road — it’s clear
now. o From the window, she had a clear

view of the street. 2. easily understood o
She made it clear that she wanted us to go.
o The instructions on the computer screen
are not very clear. o Will you give me a
clear answer — yes or no?
clear away phrasal verb to take some-
thing away completely
clear off phrasal verb to go away
(informal)
clear out phrasal verb 1. to empty some-
thing completely o Can you clear out
your bedroom cupboard? 2. to leave
somewhere quickly (informal) o It’s time
for me to clear out of here completely.
clear up phrasal verb 1. to tidy and clean
a place completely o The cleaners re-
fused to clear up the mess after the office
party. 2. to solve a problem o In the end,
we cleared up the mystery of the missing
computer disk. 3. (of weather) to improve
o I hope the weather clears up because
we’re going on holiday tomorrow. 4. (of
an iliness) to get better o He has been
resting, but his cold still hasn’t cleared
up.
clearance /'kliorons/ noun 1. the act of
removing obstacles such as trees or old
buildings from land o The clearance of the
slums from the town centre will make land
available for building. o The government
has introduced a programme of slum clear-
ance. 2. a space for something to pass
through o The lorry can get through the en-
trance with clearance of about 20 cm on ei-
ther side. 3. permission to do something o
The control tower gave the plane clearance
to land.

clear-cut /klio 'kat/ adj definite or dis-
tinct

clearing /'klrorig/ noun 1. the act of re-
moving obstacles o We don’t want the pub-
lic to interfere with the clearing of the
wreckage from the railway track. 2. an area
in a wood where the trees have been cut
down o They set up camp in a clearing in
the middle of the forest.

@ clearly /'kliali/ adv 1. in a way which
is easily understood or heard o He didn’t
speak clearly, and I couldn’t catch the ad-
dress he gave. 2. obviously o He clearly or
Clearly he didn’t like being told he was too
fat.

cleavage /'klirvidz/ noun the space be-
tween the breasts, especially if it can be
seen with a low-cut dress o All the ladies
were dressed in black and there was not a
cleavage in sight.
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clef /klef/ noun a sign at the beginning of
a written piece of music which shows how
high the range of notes is

clemency /'klemansi/ noun forgiveness
shown to someone who has done some-
thing wrong

clench /klentf/ (clenches, clenching,
clenched) verb to close tightly

® clergy /'kl3:d3i/ plural noun priests
cleric /'klerik/ noun a priest or other cler-
gyman

clerical /'klerik(a)l/ adj1. referring to of-
fice work o A clerical error made the in-
voice £300.00 when it should have been
£3000.00. o He’s looking for part-time
clerical work. 2. referring to clergy o The
newspaper story has been talked about in
clerical circles.

clerk /kla:k/ noun a person who works in
an office

@® clever /'klevo/ adj able to think and
learn quickly o Clever children can usually
do this by the time they are eight years old.
cleverly /'klevali/ advin a clever way
cliché /'klizfer/ noun a saying or phrase
which is too frequently used

® click /klik/ noun 1. a short sharp sound
o She heard a click and saw the door han-
dle turn. 2. the act of pressing a key on a
computer keyboard or a mouse button m
verb (clicks, clicking, clicked) 1. to make a
short sharp sound o The cameras clicked as
the film star came out onto the steps. o He
clicked his fingers to attract the waiter’s
attention. 2. to quickly press the button on
a mouse to start a computer function o
Click twice to start the program. 3. to be-
come clear and easily understood o Sud-
denly something clicked and I realised
what his note meant. 4. to realise very
quickly that you enjoy being with another
person and work well together

@ client /'klaront/ noun a person who
pays for a service

clientele /klizon'tel/ noun all the cus-
tomers of a shop or business

cliff /klif/ noun a high steep area of rock
usually by the sea

cliffhanger /'klifthaya/ noun 1. an end-
ing to a part of a story which makes you
want to know what happens next 2. a situ-
ation in which people are tense because
they do not know what will happen next
climactic /klar'maktik/ adjreferring to
a climax

® climate /'klaimat/ noun 1. the general
weather conditions in a particular place o

The climate in the south of the country is
milder than in the north. 2. a situation with
particular features o The current economic
climate makes an interest rate rise very
likely. o The explosions created a climate
of fear.
climatic /klar'meetik/ adjreferring to cli-
mate
climax /'klaimaks/ noun the most im-
portant and exciting point
@ climb /klaim/ (climbs, climbing,
climbed) verb 1. to go up, over or down
something using arms and legs
[~up/down/over/through etc] o The cat
climbed up the apple tree. o The boys
climbed over the wall. o He escaped by
climbing out of the window. 2. to go higher
[~to] o The road climbs to 500m above sea
level. o House prices have started to climb
again. 3. to go up mountains as a sport o
When you have climbed Everest, there is no
higher mountain left to climb. o He goes
climbing every weekend.
climb down phrasal verb 1. to come
down, e.g. a mountain or a ladder o He
climbed down from the roof. o The fire-
men helped the hotel guests climb down
the ladder. 2. not to do what you had pre-
viously insisted on doing o In the end, the
government had to climb down and admit
that a mistake had been made.
climber /'klaima/ noun 1. a person who
climbs mountains o The climbers roped
themselves together and set off up the
slope. 2. a plant which climbs o We need a
colourful climber to cover that wall.
climbing /'klaimig/ noun the sport of
climbing mountains o Climbing is not a
sport for young children. o We had a climb-
ing holiday last Easter. o She brought her
climbing equipment with her.
climbing frame /'klaimiy freim/ noun
a framework of wooden bars and platforms
for children to climb on
® clinch /klintf/ (clinches, clinching,
clinched) verb 1. (in boxing) to hold each
other tightly o The referee tried to stop the
two boxers clinching. 2. to complete a deal
o He offered an extra 5% to clinch the deal.
cling /kliyg/ (clings, clinging, clung) verb
to hold tight to something o She survived
by clinging on a rope. o He clung tightly to
his mother’s arm. o The girls clung togeth-
er with cold.
clingfilm /'klipfilm/ noun a thin trans-
parent plastic sheet for covering food
clingy /'kligi/ adj emotionally dependent
on someone
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® clinic /'’klinik/ noun 1. a medical centre
for particular treatment or advice o an eye
clinic 2. a private hospital
® clinical /'klinik(a)l/ adj medical
clink /kligk/ (clinks, clinking, clinked)
verb to make a little noise, like pieces of
metal hitting each other (NOTE: + clink n)
clip /klip/ noun a small object that holds
things together o a paper clip m verb (clips,
clipping, clipped) 1. to attach things with a
clip [~to/onto/~together] o She clipped the
invoice and the cheque together and put
them in an envelope. 2. to cut something
with scissors o He carefully clipped the ar-
ticle out of the newspaper.
clipboard /'klipbo:d/ noun a stiff board
with a clip at the top so that a piece of paper
can be attached to it to allow you to write
on it easily
clipping /'klipiy/ noun 1. a reference to
someone or something in a newspaper or
magazine which is cut out o Can you file
away all these newspaper clippings,
please? 2. a small piece cut off, e.g. a
hedge o Trim the hedge and put the clip-
pings in a black bag. o Grass clippings can
be piled on top of the compost heap.
clique /kli:k/ noun a small select group of
people
clitoris /'klitoris/ noun the female sex or-
gan at the top of the vulva
cloak /klouk/ noun a type of long coat
which hangs from the shoulders and has no
sleeves o She wore a long cloak of black
velvet.
cloakroom /'kloukruim/ noun 1. a place
where you leave your coat in a public place
o I left my coat and briefcase in the cloak-
room. 2. a room inside a public building
with lavatories and washbasins o The la-
dies’ cloakroom is on the first floor.
clobber /'kloba/ (clobbers, clobbering,
clobbered) verb to affect badly, especially
financially (informal) o The new tax will
clobber the middle classes.
clock /klok/® noun an object which
shows the time o Your clock is 5 minutes
slow. o The office clock is fast. o The
clock has stopped.
clockwise /'klokwaiz/ adj, adv moving
in a circle from left to right, in the same di-
rection as the hands of a clock o Turn the
lid clockwise to tighten it. o He was driving
clockwise round the ring road when the ac-
cident took place.
clockwork /'klokw3:k/ noun a mecha-
nism in a toy, machine, clock, etc which
works using a spring which is wound up

with a key ¢ like clockwork smoothly, with
no problems o The whole evening went off
like clockwork.
clog /klog/ (clogs, clogging, clogged)
verb to block o Trafalgar Square was
clogged with traffic as the protest march
arrived. o Dead leaves are clogging the
drains.
® clone /kloun/ noun an exact genetic
copy of an individual animal or plant o A
cutting produces a clone of a plant. o This
sheep was the first mammal to survive as a
clone. m verb (clones, cloning, cloned) to
make an exact genetic copy of an individu-
al animal or plant o Biologists have suc-
cessfully cloned a sheep.
@ close! /klous/ adj (closer, closest) 1.
very near, or just next to something [~to] o
Our office is close to the station. o This is
the closest I've ever been to a film star! 2.
near in time o My birthday is close to
Christmas. m adv (closer, closest) 1. very
near o Keep close by me if you don’t want
to get lost. o Go further away — you're get-
ting too close. o They stood so close or so
close together that she felt his breath on
her cheek. o The sound came closer and
closer. 2. very near in time o The confer-
ence is getting very close. m noun a short
road, especially of houses o They live in
Briar Close.
close? /klouz/ verb 1. to shut [~for/~on] o
Would you mind closing the window? o He
closed his book and turned on the TV. 2. to
come to an end, or make something come
to an end [~with] o The meeting closed with
a vote of thanks. m noun an end, the final
part o The century was drawing to a close.
close down phrasal verb 1. to shut a busi-
ness permanently 2. (of a business) to
shut permanently
@ closed /klovzd/ adj 1. changed from
being open by being covered or blocked o
Make sure all the windows and doors are
tightly closed. o She sat quietly with closed
eyes. o The object was in a closed box. 2.
not doing business o The shop is closed on
Sundays. o The office will be closed for the
Christmas holidays. o There was a ‘closed’
sign hanging in the window.
close-knit/ klous 'nit/ adv consisting of
people who know and rely on each other
@ closely /'klousli/ adv with a lot of at-
tention o She studied the timetable very
closely. o The prisoners were closely
guarded by armed soldiers.
closeness /'klousnas/ noun the fact of
being close to something
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closet /'klpzit/ noun US a cupboard o
Will you get my coat from the closet, hon-
ey? & to come out of the closet to say pub-
licly that you are homosexual (informal)

® close-up /'klous ap/ noun a photo-
graph taken very close to the subject o in
close-up taken very close to the subject o a
photo of the leaf in close-up

closing /'klouziy/ adj final, at the end o
the closing days of the election campaign m
noun the time when something such as a
pub or shop closes

closing date /'klouzig dert/ noun the
last date by which something can be done
[~for] o The closing date for applications is
May Ist.

® closure /'klou39/ noun the shutting of
something, or the fact of being shut

clot /kiot/ noun a soft mass of thickened
blood in a vein or an artery o The doctor di-
agnosed a blood clot in the brain. m verb
(clots, clotting, clotted) (of blood) to thick-
en, changing from semi-liquid to semi-sol-
id o In people with haemophilia, blood
clots very slowly.

@ cloth /kipb/ noun 1. soft material made
from woven fibres o Her dress is made of
cheap blue cloth. o This cloth is of a very
high quality. 2. a piece of material used for
cleaning o He wiped up the milk with a
damp cloth. 3. a piece of material which
you put on a table to cover it o The waiter
spread a white cloth over the table.
clothe /kloud/ (clothes, clothing,
clothed or clad) verb to dress someone
clothed /kloudd/ adj dressed or covered
in something

@® clothes /kloudz/ plural noun things
which you wear to cover your body and
keep you warm, e.g. trousers, socks, shirts
and dresses o The doctor asked him to take
his clothes off. o The children haven’t had
any new clothes for years. o with no
clothes on naked

clothing /'kloud1y/ noun clothes o a ma-
Jjor clothing manufacturer o Take plenty of
warm clothing on your trip to Iceland.
(NOTE: no plural: some clothing; a piece of
clothing)

@ cloud /klaud/ noun 1. a white or grey
mass of drops of water floating in the air o
Look at those grey clouds — it’s going to
rain. o The plane was flying above the
clouds. 2. a large amount of gas, smoke or
dust floating in the air [~of] o Clouds of
smoke poured out of the burning shop. 3.
something that has an unpleasant effect on
a situation o under a cloud suspected of

having done something wrong o He was
under a cloud for some time after the thefts
were discovered.
cloud over phrasal verb to become cov-
ered with clouds

@® cloudy /'klaudi/ (cloudier, cloudiest)
adj 1. with clouds o The weather was
cloudy in the morning, but cleared up in
the afternoon. 2. not clear o The liquid
turned cloudy when I added the flour.

clout /klaut/ noun 1. a blow with the fist
o He received a clout on the head. 2. power
or influence o Because she owns so many
shares, she wields a great deal of clout in
company meetings. o Newspaper editors
have a lot of political clout.

clove /klouv/ noun 1. a dried flower bud
of a tree, used for flavouring o A few cloves
stuck into an onion can be used to flavour
a stew. 2. one of the parts that make up a
bulb of garlic o Rub round the salad bowl!
with a cut clove of garlic.

clover /'klouva/ noun a common weed,
used as food for cattle o With so much clo-
ver in the fields, the bees produce excellent
honey.

@ club /klab/ noun 1. a group of people
who have the same interest or who form a
team o a youth club o I'm joining a tennis
club. o Our town has one of the top football
clubs in the country. 2. a stick for playing
golf (NOTE: A golf club can either mean the
place where you play golf, or the stick used
to hit the ball.) 3. a large heavy stick m verb
(clubs, clubbing, clubbed) 1. to hit with a
club o She was clubbed to the ground. 2. o
to club together (of several people) to con-
tribute money jointly o They clubbed to-
gether and bought a yacht.

clubbing /'klabiy/ noun the activity of
going out to discos and nightclubs
clubhouse /'klabhaus/ noun the house
where members of a club meet

cluck /klak/ (clucks, clucking, clucked)
verb (of hens) to make a low noise in the
throat

@® clue /kluy/ noun information which
helps you solve a mystery or puzzle
[~about/as to/to] o We have no clues about
where she has gone. o The letter gave some
vital clues to her state of mind at the time.
& to not have a clue to not know some-
thing o I don’t have a clue how to get there.
clued up / klu:d 'ap/ adj well informed
about something

clueless /'klu:los/ adj stupid (informal)
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clump /klamp/ noun a group of trees or
bushes o We’ll walk as far as that clump of
trees and come back.

clumsy /'klamzi/ (clumsier, clumsiest)
adj 1. tending to break things or knock
things over 2. not expressed or done in a
good way o a clumsy apology o a clumsy
attempt to hide the situation (NOTE: + clum-
sily adv; clumsiness n)

® clung /klap/ past tense and past parti-
ciple of cling

cluster /'klasto/ noun a group of objects
or people that are close together o a brooch
with a cluster of pearls o He photographed
a cluster of stars.

clutch /klat [/ verb (clutches, clutching,
clutched) to grip something tightly o She
clutched my arm as we stood on the edge of
the cliff. m noun a tight grip o She felt the
clutch of his fingers on her sleeve. m plural
noun clutches the power that a person or
group has over someone else o You can’t
escape the clutches of your family so easi-
ly. ¢ in the clutches of, in someone’s
clutches under the control of o We want to
avoid spending too much and falling into
the clutches of the bank or the bank’s
clutches.

clutter /'klato/ noun a mass of things left
lying about o All this clutter will be cleared
away by the weekend. m verb (clutters,
cluttering, cluttered) to fill a room, etc.,
with a mass of things o Her desk is clut-
tered with papers and invoices. o Don’t
clutter your mind with useless information.
(® €M abbr centimetre

® Co. /kau, 'kamp(a)ni/ abbr company o
J. Smith & Co.

co- /kou/ prefix together

® c/o abbr care of (used in addresses) o
Jane Smith, c/o Mr & Mrs Jonas, 4 Willow-
bank Road.

@® coach /kout[/ noun 1. a large bus for
travelling long distances o They went on a
tour of southern Spain by coach. o There’s
a coach service to Oxford every hour. 2.
one of the vehicles for passengers that is
part of a train o The first four coaches are
for London. 3. a person who trains sports
players o The coach told them that they
needed to spend more time practising. o
He’s a professional football coach. m verb
(coaches, coaching, coached) 1. to train
sports people o She was coached by a
former Olympic gold medallist. 2. to give
private lessons to someone in a particular
sport, subject or activity o He coaches
young footballers.

coagulate /kou'zgjulert/ (coagulates,
coagulating, coagulated) verb to change
and thicken from semi-liquid to semi-solid
® coal /koul/ noun a hard black substance
which produces heat when burnt

® coalition / koua'lif(9)n/ noun a com-
bination of several political parties forming
a government

coalmine /'kouvlmam/ noun a mine
where coal is dug

coarse /ko:s/ adj 1. consisting of large
pieces o coarse grains of sand 2. rough and
hard o coarse cloth 3. (of words or ges-
tures) rude o He made a coarse gesture and
walked out. o Don’t make any coarse re-
marks in front of my mother. (NOTE: coarse-
ly adv; coarseness n)

@ coast /koust/ noun parts of a country
that are by the sea o After ten weeks at sea,
Columbus saw the coast of America. o The
south coast is the warmest part of the coun-
try.

coaster /'kousto/ noun a flat dish or
small mat for standing a bottle or glass on
o He bought a set of 6 coasters in the mu-
seum.

coastguard /'koustga:d/ noun a person
who guards a piece of coast, watching out
for wrecks, smugglers, etc.

coastline /'koustlain/ noun an edge of
land along a coast

@ coat /kout/ noun 1. a piece of clothing
which you wear on top of other clothes
when you go outside o a winter coat 2. a
layer of something o a coat of paint o a
thick coat of dust 3. the fur of an animal o
These dogs have thick shiny coats.
coat-hanger /'’kouthens/ noun a piece
of wood, wire or plastic on which you hang
a piece of clothing

coating /'koutiy/ noun a covering of
paint, etc.

coax /kouks/ (coaxes, coaxing, coaxed)
verb o to coax someone into doing some-
thing to persuade someone to do some-
thing o He was finally coaxed into paying
for two tickets.

cobalt /'koubo:lt/ noun a metallic ele-
ment used to make alloys o Cobalt 60 is
used in radiotherapy.

cobbler /'koblo/ noun a person who
mends shoes o Ask the cobbler how much
it will cost to put new heels on these shoes.
cobra /'’koubra/ noun a large tropical
snake with a poisonous bite

cobweb /'kobweb/ noun a net of fine
thread made by a spider to catch flies
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® cocaine /kou'kein/ noun a painkilling
drug, which is addictive

cock /kok/ noun a male bird, especially a
male domestic chicken o We were woken
by the cocks crowing.

cockerel /'kok(a)ral/ noun a young cock
cockney /'kokni/ (plural cockneys) noun
1. a person from the East End of London o
He was born and brought up as a Cockney.
2. a form of English spoken in the East End
of London o She spoke in broad cockney. o
‘Let’s have a butcher’s’ is cockney for
‘let’s have a look’.

cockpit /'kokpit/ noun the place where
the pilot sits in an aircraft, racing car or
boat

cockroach /'kokrout / noun a black or
brown beetle, a common household pest
cocktail /'kokteil/ noun 1. a mixed alco-
holic drink o A Bloody Mary is a cocktail
of vodka and tomato juice. 2. a mixture of
various things o She died after taking a
cocktail of drugs.

cocktail party /'kokteil ,pa:ti/ noun a
party where drinks and snacks are served,
but not a full meal

cock-up /'kok Ap/ noun work which is
badly carried out (informal offensive)
cocky /'koki/ adj unpleasantly confident
and conceited (informal)

® cocoa /'koukou/ noun 1. a brown
chocolate powder ground from the seeds of
a tree, used for making a drink o a tin of co-
coa o cocoa powder 2. a drink made with
cocoa and hot water or milk (NOTE: no plu-
ral)

coconut /'koukonat/ noun 1. a large nut
from a type of palm tree o / won a coconut
at the fair. 2. the white flesh from a coconut
o a coconut cake o I don’t like biscuits with
coconut in them.

cocoon /ka'kuin/ noun a case of thread
made by a larva before it turns into a moth
or butterfly o Silk is taken off the cocoons
made by silk worms. m verb (cocoons, co-
cooning, cocooned) to wrap something up
for protection o The baby was cocooned in
blankets.

cod /kod/ (plural same) noun a large white
sea fish

@® code /koud/ noun 1. secret words or a
system agreed as a way of sending messag-
es o We're trying to break the enemy’s
code. o He sent the message in code. 2. a
system of numbers or letters which mean
something o The code for Heathrow Air-
port is LHR. o What is the code for phon-
ing Edinburgh? 3. a set of laws or rules of

behaviour o The hotel has a strict dress
code, and people wearing jeans are not al-
lowed in.

code name /'koud nerm/ noun a special
name or number used instead of a person’s
or thing’s real name, in order to keep this
secret

coerce /kou's:s/ (coerces, coercing, co-
erced) verb o to coerce someone into do-
ing something to force someone to do
something o They coerced her into signing
the contract.

coercion /kou's:f(a)n/ noun the act or
practice of forcing someone to do some-
thing such as commit a crime

coexist / kouig'zist/ (coexists, coexist-
ing, coexisted) verb to exist or to live to-
gether (formal) (NOTE: + coexistence n)

@ coffee /'kofi/ noun 1. a hot drink made
from the seeds of a tropical plant o Would
you like a cup of coffee? o I always take
sugar in coffee. 2. a cup of coffee o I'd like
a white coffee, please. o Three coffees and
two teas, please.

coffee machine /'kofi ms,fizn/ noun
an automatic machine which gives a cup of
coffee or other drink when you put in a
coin and press a button

® coffee shop /'kofi [op/ noun a small
restaurant serving drinks and light meals
coffee table /'kofi ,tetb(o)l/ noun a low
table in a sitting room, for putting things
such as cups, glasses and newspapers on
coffer /'kofo/ noun a chest for holding
money (dated)

® coffin /'kofin/ noun a long box in
which a dead person is placed before being
buried

cog /kong/ noun one of a series of little
teeth sticking out from a wheel, which con-
nect with teeth on another wheel to make it
turn

cognac /'konjek/ noun a brandy made
in western France

cognitive /'’kngnitiv/ adjreferring to the
process of understanding

cohabit /kou'habit/ (cohabits, cohabit-
ing, cohabited) verb to live together as
man and wife, especially when not married
(NOTE: + cohabitation n)

coherent /kou'hioront/ adj (of a state-
ment) clear and logical

cohesion /kou'hi:3(9)n/ noun the fact or
quality of sticking together

coil /ko1l/ noun a roll of rope, or one loop
in something twisted round and round o
The sailors stacked the rope in coils on the
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deck. m verb (coils, coiling, coiled) to twist
around something or into a coil o The
snake had coiled itself up in the basket. o
The sailor coiled the ropes neatly.

@ coin /koin/ noun a piece of metal mon-
ey o This machine only takes 20p coins.
coincide / kouin'said/ (coincides, coin-
ciding, coincided) verb to happen by
chance at the same time as something else
[~ with] o The conference doesn’t coincide
with my birthday this year. o Do our visits
to London coincide? — We could meet for
lunch.

® coincidence /kou'msid(e)ns/ noun
two things happening at the same time by
chance

coincidental /kou,mnst'dent(a)l/ adjnot
planned

coke /kouk/ noun same as cocaine
(informal)

Coke /kauk/ trademark a type of fizzy soft
drink

Col. abbr colonel

cola /'kouls/, kola noun a fizzy sweet
drink

colander /'kolonda/ noun a bowl with
holes in it for draining water from vegeta-
bles

® cold /kould/ adj 1. with a low tempera-
ture o It’s too cold to go for a walk. o He
had a plate of cold beef and salad. 2. not
friendly o He got a very cold reception
from the rest of the staff. o She gave him a
cold nod. m noun 1. an illness which makes
you blow your nose o He caught a cold
from his colleague. o My sister’s in bed
with a cold. o Don’t come near me — I've
got a cold. 2. a cold outdoor temperature o
He had been waiting in the cold for a bus.
o These plants can’t stand the cold. ¢ to be
left out in the cold not to be part of a group
any more

cold-blooded /,kould 'bladid/ adj with
no pity o She’s a cold-blooded murderess.
cold-hearted / kould 'ha:tid/ adj lack-
ing kindness

coldly /'kouldli/ advin an unfriendly way
cold-shoulder /kould 'foulds/ verb
not to give someone a friendly welcome
coleslaw /'kaulslo:/ noun a cabbage sal-
ad, made with sliced white cabbage and
mayonnaise

colic /'kolik/ noun a severe pain in the in-
testines

® collaborate /ko'leboreit/ (collabo-
rates, collaborating, collaborated) verb 1.
to work together with someone else

[~with/~infon] o He’s collaborating with
her on a new book. 2. to help rather than re-
sist an enemy

® collaboration /ko lebo'rerf(o)n/
noun the action of working together on
something

collaborative /ko'leb(o)rativ/ adj in-
volving people working together
collage /'kola:3/ noun a picture made
from small pieces of paper or other materi-
als, stuck onto a backing

® collapse /ko'leps/ verb (collapses,
collapsing, collapsed) 1. to fall down sud-
denly o The roof collapsed under the
weight of the snow. 2. to fail suddenly o
The company collapsed with £25,000 in
debts. 3. to fall down unconscious o The
man in front of me in the queue suddenly
collapsed. m noun 1. a sudden fall o The
collapse of the old wall buried two work-
men. 2. a sudden fall in price o the collapse
of the dollar on the foreign exchange mar-
kets 3. the sudden failure of a company o
They lost thousands of pounds in the col-
lapse of the bank.

collapsible /ko'l&psob(e)l/ adj which
can be folded up

@ collar /'kola/ noun1. the part of a piece
of clothing which goes round your neck o
I can’t wear this shirt — the collar’s too
tight. o She turned up her coat collar be-
cause the wind was cold. o He has a winter
coat with a fur collar. 2. a leather ring
round the neck of a dog or cat o The cat has
a collar with her name and address on it.
collarbone /'kplobaun/ noun a clavicle,
one of two long thin bones joining the
shoulders to the breastbone

collateral /ko'lzt(o)ral/ noun a security
used to provide a guarantee for a loan o He
offered his house as collateral.

@® colleague/'koli:g/ noun a person who
works with you, especially in the same
company or office [~at/inffrom] o His col-
leagues at the college gave him a present
when he got married.

@ collect /ka'lekt/ (collects, collecting,
collected) verb 1. to bring things or people
together, or to come together o We collect-
ed information from all the people who of-
fered to help. o A crowd collected at the
scene of the accident. 2. to get things and
keep them together o The mail is collected
[from the postbox twice a day. o I must col-
lect the children from school at 4 p.m. o
Your coat is ready for you to collect from
the cleaner’s. 3. to buy things or bring
things together as a hobby o He collects
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stamps and old coins. 4. to gather money to
give to an organisation that helps people o
They’re collecting for Oxfam.

collected /ko'lekt1d/ adj calm

® collection /ka'lekfon/ noun 1. a
group of things that have been brought to-
gether o He showed me his stamp collec-
tion. o The museum has a large collection
of Italian paintings. 2. money which has
been gathered [~for] o We re making a col-
lection for a shelter for homeless people.
® collective /ko'lektiv/ noun a business
run by a group of workers o The owner of
the garage sold out and the staff took it
over as a workers’ collective.

® collector /ka'lekta/ noun 1. a person
who collects things as a hobby o It’s an im-
portant sale for collectors of 18th-century
porcelain. 2. a person who collects things
as a job

@ college /'kplid3/ noun a teaching in-
stitution for adults and young people o
She’s going on holiday with some friends
from college. o He’s studying art at the lo-
cal college. o The college library has over
20,000 volumes.

college of further education
/ kolid3 ov f3:80 \edju'kerf(a)n/ noun a
teaching establishment for students after
secondary school

collide /ka'laid/ (collides, colliding, col-
lided) verb to bump into something [~with]
o The car collided with a bus.

colliery /'koljori/ (plural collieries) noun
a coalmine

collision /ka'l13(a)n/ noun 1. an occa-
sion when someone or something hits
against something accidentally [~be-
tween/~with] o Twwo people were injured in
the collision between a lorry and the bus.
2. a disagreement or difference o a colli-
sion of ideas ¢ in collision with involved in
hitting into o She was in collision with a
bike.

colloquial /ko'loukwioal/ adj used in
common speech

colloquialism  /ko'lovkwisliz(o)m/
noun an expression used in common
speech

collusion /ka'lu:3(o)n/ noun an illegal
cooperation or agreement to cheat some-
one

cologne /ka'loun/ noun a type of light
perfume. » eau de cologne

® colon /'kaulon/ noun 1. the main part
of the part inside your body that removes
waste o The intestines are divided into two

parts: the small intestine and the large in-
testine or colon. 2. a printing sign (:)
colonel /'k3:n(a)l/, Colonel noun the of-
ficer in charge of a regiment, an army rank
above lieutenant-colonel (NOTE: also used
as a title before a surname: Colonel Davis;
often shortened to Col.: Col. Davis. Do not
confuse with kernel.)

colonial /ka'lounial/ adj referring to a
colony

colonialism /ko'lounisliz(e)m/ noun
the practice of establishing colonies in oth-
er lands

colonise /'kplonaiz/ (colonises, colo-
nising, colonised), colonize verb to take
possession of an area or country and rule it
as a colony

colonist /'kolonist/ noun a person who
goes to settle in a new colony

colony /'’koloni/ (plural colonies) noun 1.
a territory ruled by another country o the
former French colonies in Africa o Roman
colonies were established in North Africa
and along the shores of the Black Sea. 2. a
group of animals or humans living together
o a colony of ants o an artists’ colony
color /'kala/ noun, verb US spelling of
colour

colossal /ka'lps(9)l/ adj very large, huge
@ colour /'kals/ noun 1. the appearance
which an object has in light, e.g. red, blue
oryellow o What colour is your bathroom?
o I don’t like the colour of the carpet. o His
socks are the same colour as his shirt. 2.
not black or white o The book has pages of
colour pictures. m verb to add colour to
something o The children were given cray-
ons and told to colour the trees green and
the earth brown.

colour-blind /'kals blaind/ adj not able
to tell the difference between certain col-
ours, such as red and green

® coloured /'kalad/ adj in colour o a
coloured postcard o a book with coloured
illustrations

-coloured /kalod/ suffix with a particular
colour o She was wearing a cream-col-
oured shirt.

@ colourful /'kalof(a)l/ adj 1. with
bright colours o She tied a colourful silk
scarf round her hair. 2. full of excitement
and adventure o a colourful account of life
in Vienna before the First World War
colouring /'kalorig/ noun 1. the way in
which something or a plant or animal is
coloured o the bright colouring of parrots
o the brilliant colouring of woods in au-
tumn 2. complexion, the colour of your
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skin and hair o Choose a lipstick that goes
with your dress and suits your colouring.
(NOTE: [all senses] The US spelling is color-
ing.)

colt /koult/ noun a young male horse o
The Irish colt won the race by two lengths.
(NOTE: A young female horse is a filly.)

@® column /'kolom/ noun 1. a tall post,
especially one made of stone 2. a narrow
block of printing on a page such as in a
newspaper o ‘Continued on page 7, col-
umn 4. 3. a regular article in a newspaper
o She writes a gardening column for the lo-
cal newspaper. 4. a series of numbers, one
written or printed under the other o fo add
up a column of figures o Put the total at the
bottom of the column.

columnist /'kolomnist/ noun a journal-
ist who writes regularly for a paper

com /kpm/ noun a commercial organisa-
tion

coma /'kouvmo/ noun a state of uncon-
sciousness from which a person cannot be
awakened

comb /koum/ noun an object with long
pointed pieces that you pull through your
hair to make it tidy o Her hair is in such a
mess that you can’t get a comb through it.
m verb (combs, combing, combed) to
smooth your hair with a comb o She was
combing her hair in front of the mirror.
combat /'kombet/ noun fighting o
These young soldiers have no experience
of combat in the field.

combatant /'kombotont/ noun a person
who is fighting

combative /'’kombotiv/ adj who likes to
get into quarrels or arguments

® combination /kombri'neif(o)n/
noun several things joined or considered
together o A combination of bad weather
and illness made our holiday a disaster.
combine /kom'bain/ (combines, com-
bining, combined) verb to join together, or
consider things together [~with] o Let’s
combine our ideas and then try to work out
a plan. o The cold weather will be com-
bined with high winds next week and the
temperature will drop rapidly.
combined /kom'baind/ adj taken to-
gether

combustible /kom'bastib(d)l/  adj
which can easily catch fire o The ware-
house was full of paint and other combus-
tible substances.

combustion /kom'bastfon/ noun the
process of burning

(@ come /kam/ (comes, coming, came,
come) verb 1.to move to or towards a place
[~to/into/through etc] o Some of the children
come to school on foot. o Come into my
room and we’ll talk about the problem. o
She’s just coming through the gate now. o
to come and do something to come in or-
der to do something o Come and see us
when you’re in London. o to come to do
something to come in order to do some-
thing o He came to talk to us about the new
system. 2. to happen [~to/~about] o It came
about like this... o How did the door come
to be open? 3. to occur in a particular posi-
tion [~before/after/~first/second etc] o What
comes after R in the alphabet? o P comes
before Q. o She came second in the test. &
how come? why?, how? o How come the
front door was unlocked?
come across® phrasal verb to find
something by chance o I came across this
old photo when I was clearing out a
drawer.
come alongQ® phrasal verb 1. to go with
someone o If you walk, the children can
come along with us in the car. 2. to hurry
o Come along, or you’ll miss the bus.
come apart®® phrasal verb to break into
pieces
come back® phrasal verb to return o
They left the house in a hurry, and then
had to come back to get their passports.
o They started to walk away, but the po-
liceman shouted at them to come back.
come down phrasal verb 1. to get lower
o The price of oranges has come down. 2.
to come downstairs o She was in bed but
had to come down to answer the phone.
3. to get a disease o The children have
come down with measles.
come in®® phrasal verb to enter a place
come in for phrasal verb to get or receive
something unpleasant
come into phrasal verb to enter o Three
people came into the restaurant.
come of phrasal verb to happen as a re-
sult of
come off® phrasal verb 1. to stop being
attached o The button has come off my
coat. o I can’t use the kettle, the handle
has come off. 2. to be removed o The
paint won’t come off my coat. 3. to do
well or badly o Our team came off badly
in the competition. o She came off well in
the exam.
come on(®® phrasal verb 1. to hurry o
Come on, or we’ll miss the start of the
film. 2. to arrive o A storm came on as we
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were fishing in the bay. o Night is coming
on. o She thinks she has a cold coming
on.
come out phrasal verb 1. to move outside
o Come out into the garden, it’s beauti-
fully hot. 2. (of pictures and photographs)
to appear o The church didn’t come out
very well on the photo. o Something must
be wrong with the camera — half my hol-
iday pictures didn’t come out. 3. to be re-
moved o The ink marks won’t come out
of my white shirt. o Red wine stains don’t
come out easily. 4. to appear for sale o
The magazine comes out on Saturdays. 5.
to state publicly that you are homosexual
o He decided to come out before the
newspapers started to print stories about
him.
come through phrasal verb 1. to move
through something to get to a place o
Come through the kitchen into the dining
room. 2. (of information) to arrive by
phone, fax, etc. o The message came
through this morning. 3. to recover from
an illness o Do you think she’s going to
come through?
come to(® phrasal verb 1. to add up to a
particular amount o The bill comes to
£10. 2. to become conscious again o
When he came to, he was in hospital.
come up phrasal verb to come close to
someone o The policeman came up to
him and asked to see his passport.
comeback /'’kambak/ noun1. a reaction
o Despite the mistakes in the book there
has been no comeback yet from the read-
ers. 2. areturn of someone such as a singer
or sportsman after retirement o She is try-
ing to make a comeback.
comedian /ko'mi:dion/ noun a person
who tells jokes to make people laugh
comedown/'’kamdaun/ noun a situation
making you feel unimportant (informal)
comedy /'komoadi/ (plural comedies)
noun 1. entertainment which makes you
laugh 2. a play or film which makes you
laugh
comet /'’kpmit/ noun an object which
moves in space, and which you can see at
night because of its bright tail
® comfort /'’kamfot/ noun 1. the state of
being comfortable o They live in great
comfort. o You expect a certain amount of
comfort on a luxury liner. o She com-
plained about the lack of comfort in the
second-class coaches. 2. something which
helps to make you feel happier [~to] o It
was a comfort to me to know that the chil-

dren were safe. 3. a feeling of being less
worried or unhappy than you were before o
The long-awaited letter gave me some
comfort. m verb (comforts, comforting,
comforted) to make someone feel happier
o She was comforting the people who had
been in the accident.

® comfortable /'’kamf(o)tob(d)l/ adj 1.
soft and relaxing o These shoes aren’t very
comfortable. o There are more comfortable
chairs in the lounge. 2. o to make yourself
comfortable to relax o She made herself
comfortable in the chair by the fire.
comfortably /'’kamf(o)tobli/ adv in a
soft, relaxed or relaxing way o If you 're sit-
ting comfortably, I'll explain to you what
we have to do. o Make sure you’re comfort-
ably dressed because it is rather cold out-
side.

comfy /'kamfi/ (comfier, comfiest) adj
comfortable (informal)

comic /'komik/ noun 1. a children’s mag-
azine with pictures and stories 2. a person
who tells jokes to make people laugh o a
well-known TV comic m adj intended to
make people laugh, especially as a per-
formance o a comic poem

comical /'’komik(a)l/ adj strange or silly
in a way that makes people laugh o He
looked rather comical wearing his dad’s
Jacket.

comic strip /'’komik strip/ noun a series
of small pictures telling a story or joke,
usually printed in a magazine or newspaper
® coming /'kamiy/ adj which is about to
happen o The newspaper tells you what
will happen in the coming week in parlia-
ment.

comma /'’komo/ noun a punctuation
mark (,) showing a break in a sentence

@ command /ka'ma:nd/ noun an order
o Don’t start until I give the command. o
The general gave the command to attack. o
in command of in control of o They are
not fully in command of the situation. m
verb (commands, commanding, com-
manded) 1. to order someone to do some-
thing o He commanded the troops to open
fire on the rebels. 2. to be in charge of a
group of people, especially in the armed
forces o He commands a group of volun-
teer soldiers.

commandant /'komondant/ noun the
officer in charge of something such as a
military base

commandeer / komon'dro/ (comman-
deers, commandeering, commandeered)
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verb to take over property to be used by the
armed forces

commander /ko'ma:nda/ noun the of-
ficer in charge of a group of soldiers or a
ship o The commander must make sure that
all his soldiers know exactly what they
must do.

commandment /ko'ma:ndmant/ noun
arule

commando /ko'ma:ndov/ (plural com-
mandos or commandoes) noun 1. a group
of soldiers who are specially trained to at-
tack under difficult circumstances o They
planned a commando attack on the har-
bour. 2. a member of such a group of sol-
diers o Masked commandos burst in
through the door.

® commemorate /ko'memorert/
(commemorates, commemorating, com-
memorated) verb to celebrate the memory
of someone, a special occasion, etc.
commemorative /ko'mem(a)rotiv/ adj
which commemorates

® commence /ko'mens/ (commences,
commencing, commenced) verb to begin
commencement /ko'mensmont/ noun
the beginning o At the commencement of
the service, the priest asked everyone to
stand.

Commencement /ko'mensmont/ noun
US a day when degrees are awarded at a
university or college (NOTE: The British
term is degree day or degree ceremony.)
commend /ko'mend/ (commends,
commending, commended) verb to praise
commendable /ko'mendob(o)l/ adj
which should be praised

@® comment /'koment/ noun 1. words
showing what you think about something
[~about/on] o His comments were widely
reported in the newspapers. o The man
made a rude comment about the food. 2.
discussion about a particular issue
[~about/on] o The scandal aroused consid-
erable comment in the press. (NOTE: no plu-
ral in this meaning) m verb (comments,
commenting, commented) to say what
you think about something [~on/~that] o
The film star refused to comment. o He
commented on the lack of towels in the
bathroom. o The judges commented that
the standard had been very high. ¢ ‘no
comment’ I refuse to discuss it in public
commentary /'komont(o)ri/ (plural
commentaries) noun 1. a spoken report on
a football match, horse race, etc. o The
match is being shown on Channel 4 with
live commentary also on the radio. 2. re-

marks about a book, a problem, etc. o For
intelligent commentary on current events
you should read the ‘Spectator’.
commentator /'komonterto/ noun a
person who reports events as they happen,
on the radio or TV

commerce /'’kpma3:s/ noun the buying
and selling of goods and services

@ commercial /ko'ms:f(d)l/ adj 1. re-
lating to business o He is a specialist in
commercial law. 2. used for business pur-
poses and not private or military purposes
o The company makes commercial vehicles
such as taxis and buses. (NOTE: [all adj sens-
es] only used before nouns) m noun an ad-
vertisement on television o Our TV com-
mercial attracted a lot of interest.
commercialism /ko'ms:[(o)liz(o)m/
noun 1. the principles and methods of buy-
ing and selling goods and services 2. em-
phasis on making a profit rather than on
quality

commiserate /ko'mizoreit/ (commis-
erates, commiserating, commiserated)
verb to sympathise with someone
[~with/~about/over] o She was commiserat-
ing with me about our theft.

® commission /ko'mif(a)n/ noun 1. a
group of people which investigates prob-
lems of national importance o The govern-
ment has appointed a commission to look
into the problem of drugs in schools. 2. an
order for something to be made or to be
used o He received a commission to paint
the portrait of the Prime Minister. 3. the
percentage of sales value given to the sales
representative o She gets 15% commission
on everything she sells. o He charges 10%
commission. 4. an order making someone
an officer o He has a commission in the
Royal Marines. m verb (commissions,
commissioning, commissioned) 1. to au-
thorise someone such as an artist or archi-
tect to do a piece of work; to authorise a
piece of work to be done o The magazine
commissioned him to write a series of arti-
cles on Germany. o The statue was com-
missioned by the veterans’ association. 2.
to make someone an officer o He was com-
missioned into the guards.
commissioner /ko'mif(o)na/ noun a
representative of authority

@ commit /ko'mit/ (commits, commit-
ting, committed) verb 1. to carry out a
crime o The gang committed six robberies
before they were caught. o He said he was
on holiday in Spain when the murder was
committed. 2. to promise, or make some-
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one promise, something or to do something
[~to] o They didn’t want to commit £5000
all at once. o Under my contract I commit-
ted to the project three days a week. o The
agreement commits us to check the ma-
chine twice a month.

@ commitment /ko'mitmont/ noun1.a
responsibility o He has difficulty in meet-
ing his financial commitments. o She has
no family commitments. 2. an agreement to
do something [~to] o She made a firm com-
mitment to be more punctual in future. o
We have the photocopier on one week’s tri-
al, with no commitment to buy. 3. determi-
nation and enthusiasm o He thanked the
staff for their commitment during a diffi-
cult period.

committed /ko'mitid/ adj firmly believ-
ing in

® committee /ko'miti/ noun an official
group of people who organise or discuss
things for a larger group o The company
has set up a committee to look into sports
facilities. o Committee members will be
asked to vote on the proposal.
commodity /ko'moditi/ (plural com-
modities) nouna product sold in very large
quantities, especially raw materials such as
silver and tin and food such as corn or cof-
fee

@ common /'’komon/ adj happening of-
ten, or found everywhere and so not unusu-
al o It’s very common for people to get
colds in winter. o The plane tree is a very
common tree in towns.

common ground /komon 'gravnd/
noun the things that two or more people or
groups agree upon

common knowledge /komon
'nolid3/ noun something that is generally
known

common law / komon 'loy/ noun a law
as laid down in decisions of courts, rather
than by statute

® commonly /'komoanli/ adv often
commonplace /'komonplers/ adj ordi-
nary, or happening frequently

common room /'komen ruim/ noun a
room in which a particular group of people,
e.g. senior students, can relax

common sense / kpmon 'sens/ noun
the ability to make sensible decisions and
do the best thing

commotion /ko'mouf(a)n/ noun noise
and confusion

communal /'komjun(a)l, ko
'mjuin(e)l/ adj belonging to, or able to be
used by, several people

commune /'komjuin/ noun a group of
people who live together sharing every-
thing o What is it like to live in a com-
mune?

® communicate /ko'mjuinikert/
(communicates, communicating, com-
municated) verb 1. to send or give infor-
mation to someone [~with] o Communicat-
ing with our office in London has been
transformed by email. o Although she is
unable to speak, she can still communicate
by using her hands. 2. to be good at sharing
your thoughts or feelings with other people
[~with] o He finds it difficult to communi-
cate with his children.

® communication /ko,mjuint
'ke1[(9)n/ nounthe act of passing informa-
tion on to other people [~with/~between] o
Email is the most convenient means of
communication with our friends abroad. o
There is a lack of communication between
the head teacher and the other members of
staff. m plural noun communications 1. a
system of sending information between
people or places o an improved communi-
cations network o Telephone communica-
tions have been restored. 2. the ways peo-
ple use to give information or express their
thoughts and feelings to each other
[~with/~between] o There’s been a break-
down in communications between the
agencies dealing with the case.
communicative /ko'mjuinikotiv/ adj
friendly and keen to communicate

® communion /ka'mju:nion/ noun fel-
lowship with someone

communiqué /ko'mjuiniker/ noun an
official announcement

communism /'komjuniz(o)m/, Com-
munism noun a social system in which all
property is owned and shared by the socie-
ty as a whole and not by individual people
communist /'’komjunist/, Communist
adjreferring to communism o The Commu-
nist Party is holding its annual meeting this
weekend. m noun a person who believes in
communism, especially a member of the
Communist Party o He was a Communist
all his life. o The Communists have three
seats on the city council.

® community /ko'mjuniti/ (plural
communities) noun a group of people liv-
ing in one area o The local community is
worried about the level of violence in the
streets.

community service /komjuiniti
's31vis/ noun unpaid work for the benefit
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of the local community, usually done as a
sentence for some minor crime

® commute /ko'mjuit/ (commutes,
commuting, commuted) verb 1. to travel
to work from home each day o He com-
mutes from Oxford to his office in the cen-
tre of London. 2. to reduce a legal penalty
o The prison sentence was commuted to a
fine. o His death sentence was commuted
to life imprisonment. 3. to exchange one
type of payment for another o His pension
has been commuted to a lump sum pay-
ment.

® commuter /ko'mjuita/ noun a person
who travels to work in town every day
compact! /kom'pakt/ adj small, espe-
cially because parts are arranged close to-
gether o a compact storage system
compact? /'’kompzkt/ noun 1. an agree-
ment o The two companies signed a com-
pact to share their research findings. 2. a
small family car

compact disc / kompakt 'disk/ noun
same as CD

® companion /kom'panjon/ noun a
person who is with someone o She turned
to her companion and said a few words.
companionship /kom'panjonip/
noun friendship

@ company /'kamp(o)ni/ (plural com-
panies) noun 1. an organisation that offers
a service or that buys and sells goods o She
runs an electrical company. o He set up a
computer company. o It is company policy
not to allow smoking anywhere in the offic-
es. (NOTE: usually written Co. in names:
Smith & Co.) 2. the fact of being together
with other people o I enjoy the company of
young people. 3. a group of people who
work together o a theatre company < in
company with, in the company of with o
She went to Paris in company with or in the
company of three other girls from college.
¢ to be good company to be a very enter-
taining person to be with ¢ to keep some-
one company to be with someone so that
they are not alone o Would you like to come
with me to keep me company?
comparable /'komp(o)rob(e)l/  adj
which are similar or which can be com-
pared

comparative /kom'parstiv/ adj to a
certain extent, when considered next to
something else o Judged by last year’s per-
formance it is a comparative improvement.
m noun the form of an adjective or adverb
showing an increase in level or strength o
‘Happier’, ‘better’ and ‘more often’ are

the comparatives of ‘happy’, ‘good’ and
‘often’.

® comparatively /kom'parotivli/ adv
to a certain extent, more than something
else

@ compare /kom'ped/ (compares,
comparing, compared) verb 1. to look at
two things side by side to see how they are
different o Compare the front with the
back. o The colour of the paint was com-
pared to the sample. 2. o to compare
something to something else to say how
something is like something else o He
compared his mother’s homemade bread to
a lump of wood.

® comparison /kom'peris(o)n/ noun
the act of comparing two or more things
[/~with/~between] o He made a comparison
of the different methods available. o in
comparison with when one thing is com-
pared with another o This year, July was
cold in comparison with last year. o there
is no comparison between them one
thing is much better than another

® compartment /kom'pa:tmont/ noun
1. a division inside something o the freez-
ing compartment of a fridge o The box is
divided into several compartments. 2. a
separate section in a railway carriage, or in
a ship o There are no compartments in
these trains. o The hold is divided into wa-
tertight compartments.

® compass /'’kampas/ noun an object
with a needle that points to the north o
They were lost in the mountains without a
compass.

compassion /kom'pz[(d9)n/ noun a
feeling of sympathy for someone unfortu-
nate

compassionate /kom'pz[(o)not/ adj
showing sympathy with someone who is
ill, etc.

compatible /kom'patib(e)l/ adj 1. o
compatible with something able to fit or
work with something o Make sure the two
computer systems are compatible. 2. o
compatible with someone able to live or
work happily with someone o How their
marriage has lasted so long no one knows
— they’re not at all compatible.
compatriot /kom'petriot/ noun a per-
son from the same country

® compel /kom'pel/ (compels, compel-
ling, compelled) verb to force
compelling /kom'pelig/ adj 1. which
forces you to do something o He used a
very compelling argument against capital
punishment. 2. very exciting or interesting
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compensate /'’kopmponseit/ (compen-
sates, compensating, compensated) verb
1. to make a bad thing seem less serious or
unpleasant [~for] o The high salary com-
pensates for the long hours worked. 2. to
pay someone for damage or a loss [~for] o
The airline refused to compensate him for
his cancelled flight.

® compensation /kompon'serf(o)n/
noun 1. something that makes something
bad seem less serious or unpleasant [~for] o
Working in the centre of London has its
compensations. o Four weeks’ holiday is
no compensation for a year’s work in that
office. 2. payment for damage or loss [~for]
o The airline refused to pay any compensa-
tion for his lost luggage.

® compete /kom 'pi:t/ (competes, com-
peting, competed) verb 1. to try to win a
race or a game [~for/~for/~in/~against] o
Teams come from around the world to com-
pete for the cup. o He is competing in both
the 100- and 200-metre races. o She’s
competing against some of the best players
in the world. 2. to try to be more successful
than someone or something in an activity,
especially in business [~with] o We have to
compete with a range of cheap imports.

® competence /'kompit(o)ns/ noun 1.
the quality of being able to do a job or task
well enough o Does she have the necessary
competence in foreign languages? o His
professional competence was well above
the standard required for the job. 2. the
quality of being legally suitable or quali-
fied to do something o The case falls with-
in the competence of the tribunal. o This is
outside the competence of this court.
competent /'’kompit(o)nt/ adj 1. effi-
cient o She is a very competent manager. 2.
legally or officially able to do something o
The organisation is not competent to deal
with this case.

competing /kom'pi:tiy/ adj who or
which are in competition

® competition / kompa'tif(o)n/ noun
1. an event in which several teams or peo-
ple compete with each other o France
were the winners of the competition. o He
won first prize in the piano competition. 2.
a situation in business in which one person
or company is trying to do better than an-
other [~from/~between/among/~for] o We
have to keep our prices low because of
competition from cheap imports. o There’s
strong competition between suppliers for
the contract. (NOTE: no plural in this mean-
ing) 3. people or companies who are trying

to do better than you o We have lowered
our prices to try to beat the competition. o
The competition is or are planning to re-
duce their prices. (NOTE: singular in this
meaning, but can take a plural verb)

@ competitive /kom'petitiv/ adj1. lik-
ing to win competitions o He’s very com-
petitive. 2. having a business advantage, es-
pecially by being cheaper o competitive
prices o We must reduce costs to remain
competitive.

competitor /kom'petits/ noun 1. a per-
son who enters a competition o All the
competitors lined up for the start of the
race. 2. a company which competes with
another in the same business o Two Ger-
man firms are our main competitors.
compilation / kompr'lerf(a)n/ noun 1.
the process of putting things together in a
list or book o The compilation of a diction-
ary is a never-ending task. 2. a work which
has been compiled o His compilation of
Jjokes from 19th-century magazines has just
been published.

® compile /kom'pail/ (compiles, com-
piling, compiled) verb to draw up a list o
She compiled a list of all her friends whose
names started with the letter ‘R’. o They
have compiled a mass of data on space
flights.

complacent /kom'pleis(o)nt/ adj satis-
fied with yourself

@ complain /kom'plein/ (complains,
complaining, complained) verb to say that
something is not good or does not work
properly [~to/~about/~(that)] o The shop is
so cold the staff have started complaining.
o She complained to me about the mistake
on her bill. o They are complaining that
our prices are too high.

@ complaint /kom'plemt/ noun 1. an
occasion when someone says that some-
thing is not good enough or does not work
properly [~about/] o She sent her letter of
complaint about the standard of service to
the directors. 2. an illness o She was admit-
ted to hospital with a kidney complaint.
complement' /'komplimont/ noun 1. a
thing which adds to or fits in with some-
thing else [~to] o Mint sauce is the perfect
complement to roast lamb. 2. a noun or ad-
jective which follows the verbs ‘be’ or ‘be-
come’ o In the sentence ‘he’s a big boy’ the
words ‘a big boy’ are the complement of
the verb ‘is’.

complement? /kpmpliment/ (comple-
ments, complementing, complemented)
verb to fit in with something o The two col-
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ours complement each other perfectly. o
Her jewellery complemented the colour of
her hair. (NOTE: Do not confuse with com-
pliment.)

complementary /kompli'ment(o)ri/
adj which fits in with something by offer-
ing things which the other thing does not
have (NOTE: Do not confuse with compli-
mentary.)

® complete /kom'pli:t/ adj1. with all its
parts o He has a complete set of the new
stamps. 2. finished o The building is nearly
complete. (NOTE: used after a verb) 3. used
for emphasis o The trip was a complete
waste of money. m verb (completes, com-
pleting, completed) 1. to finish something
o The builders completed the whole job in
two days. 2. to fill in a form o When you
have completed the application form, send
it to us in the envelope provided.

® completely /kom'pli:tli/ advtotally o
The town was completely destroyed in the
earthquake. o I completely forgot about my
dentist’s appointment.

completion /kom'pli:[(a)n/ noun the act
of finishing o With the completion of the
Channel Tunnel, travel to France became
much easier. o The bridge is nearing com-
pletion.

@ complex /'’kompleks/ adjcomplicated
o This really is a complex problem. o The
specifications for the machine are very
complex. m noun 1. a group of buildings o
The council has built a new sports com-
plex. 2. a worry or an unreasonable fear o
He has a complex about going bald.
complexion /kom'plekfon/ noun the
colour of the skin on your face

® complexity /kom'pleksiti/ noun the
fact of being complex o The report was de-
layed because of the complexity of the
problems.

® compliance /kom'platons/ noun
agreement to do what is ordered
compliant /kom'plaront/ adjagreeing to
do something or to obey the rules

® complicate /'komplikeit/ (compli-
cates, complicating, complicated) verb to
make things complicated

® complicated /'’komplikertid/ adjdif-
ficult to understand, with many small de-
tails o It is a complicated subject. o It’s all
getting too complicated — let’s try and keep
it simple. o Chess has quite complicated
rules. o The route to get to our house is
rather complicated, so I'll draw you a map.
complication / kompli'keif(o)n/ noun
1. something that causes difficulties 2. an

illness occurring because of or during an-
other illness o She appeared to be getting
better, but complications set in. (NOTE: usu-
ally plural)

complicity /kom'plisiti/ noun the fact of
being involved in a crime as an accomplice
compliment! /komplimont/ noun a
nice thing that you say to someone about
their appearance or about something good
they have done o I've had so many compli-
ments about my new hairstyle today!
compliment? /'’kompliment/ (compli-
ments, complimenting, complimented)
verb to praise someone or tell them how
nice they look [~on] o She complimented
me on my work. (NOTE: Do not confuse with
complement.)

®@ complimentary / komplr
'ment(a)ri/ adjfull of praise o He was very
complimentary about her dress. o The re-
views of his book are very complimentary.
@ component /kom'pounant/ noun a
small part of something larger, especially a
small piece of a machine o a manufacturer
of computer components o Each section of
the plan is broken down into separate com-
ponents. m adj forming part of something
larger

compose /kom'pauz/ (composes, com-
posing, composed) verb to write some-
thing, thinking carefully about it o He sat
down to compose a letter to his family. o It
took Mozart only three days to compose his
fifth piano concerto.

composed /kom'pouzd/ adj not flus-
tered o The accused man sat in the dock
looking very calm and composed.
composer /kom'pouza/ noun a person
who writes music

composite /'kompozit/ adj made of
several different parts

® composition / kompa'zif(a)n/ noun
1. something which has been composed,
e.g. a poem or piece of music o We will
now play a well-known composition by
Dowland. 2. an essay or piece of writing on
a special subject o We had three hours to
write a composition on ‘pollution’.
compost /'kpmpost/ noun rotted leaves,
etc., used as a fertiliser

composure /kom'pouza/ noun calm-
ness

compound /'kompauvnd/ adj made up of
several parts o The word ‘address book’ is
a compound noun. m noun 1. a chemical
made up of two or more elements o Water
is a compound of two gases, oxygen and
hydrogen. 2. buildings and land enclosed
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by a fence o Soldiers were guarding the
prison compound. o Guard dogs patrol the
compound at night.

comprehend / kompri'hend/ (compre-
hends, comprehending, comprehended)
verb to understand (formal)
comprehensible / komprrt
'hensab(9)l/ adj which can be understood
® comprehension / kompri'henfon/
noun understanding < beyond someone’s
comprehension quite impossible for
someone to understand o His actions are
beyond my comprehension.

® comprehensive /kompri'hensiv/
noun same as comprehensive school
comprehensive school /kompri
'hens1v sku:l/ noun a state school for chil-
dren of all abilities

compress /kom'pres/ (compresses,
compressing, compressed) verb to
squeeze into a small space o The garden
centre sells peat compressed into large
bags. o I tried to compress the data onto
one page, but couldn’t do it.

® comprise /kom'praiz/ (comprises,
comprising, comprised) verb to be made
up of

compromise /'’kompromaiz/ noun an
agreement between two opposing sides,
where each side gives way a little
[~on/~with] o They reached a compromise
on the price after some discussion. o There
is no question of a compromise with the
terrorists. m verb (compromises, compro-
mising, compromised) 1. to come to an
agreement by giving way a little
[~on/~with] o He asked £15 for it, I offered
£7 and we compromised on £10. o The
government has refused to compromise
with the terrorists. 2. to put someone in a
difficult position [~over] o Now that he has
been compromised over the issue of trust,
he has had to withdraw as a candidate. 3.
to do something which reveals a secret o
The security code has been compromised.
compromising /kompromaizig/ adj
embarrassing

compulsion /kom'palfon/ noun a force
or urge

compulsive /kom'palsiv/ adj not able
to stop yourself doing something
compulsory /kom'palsori/ adj essen-
tial, or required by a rule or law o a com-
pulsory charge for admission o It is com-
pulsory to complete all pages of the form.
@ computer /kom'pjuita/ noun an elec-
tronic machine which processes and keeps
information automatically, and which can

be used for connecting to the Internet and
sending emails ¢ on computer kept in a
computer o All our company records are
on computer.

computer-aided design  /kom
Jpjuiter ,erdid di'zain/ noun the use of
computer software in designing things
computer-literate /kom pju:ito
'lit(a)rat/ adj able to use a computer
computing /kom'pju:tig/ noun the use
of computers

comrade /'’komrerd/ noun 1. a friend or
companion, especially a soldier o We re-
member old comrades buried in foreign
cemeteries. 2. a fellow member of a social-
ist or communist party o All comrades
must attend the party meeting.

® con /kpn/ noun a trick done to try to get
money from someone o Trying to get us to
pay him for ten hours’ work was just a con.
» conman m verb (cons, conning, conned)
to trick someone to try to get money o They
conned the bank into lending them
£25,000. o He conned the old lady out of
all her savings.

concave /'konkerv/ adj (of a surface)
rounded inwards like the inside of a spoon
conceal /kon'siil/ (conceals, conceal-
ing, concealed) verb 1. to hide something
or put it where it cannot be seen o He tried
to conceal the camera by putting it under
his coat. 2. to prevent someone from dis-
covering some information o He concealed
the fact that he had a brother in prison.

@ concede /kon'si:d/ (concedes, con-
ceding, conceded) verb 1. to admit that
you are wrong [~that] o She conceded that
this time she had been mistaken. 2. o to
concede defeat to admit that you have lost
o With half the votes counted, the presiden-
tial candidate conceded defeat.

conceit /kon'siit/ noun a high opinion of
yourself

conceited /kon'si:tid/ adj thinking that
you are better, more intelligent, or more
talented than other people o He’s the most
conceited and selfish person ['ve ever
known.

conceivable /kon'si:vob(o)l/ adj which
can be imagined

@ conceive /kon'si:v/ (conceives, con-
ceiving, conceived) verb 1. to become
pregnant o After two years of marriage she
was beginning to think she would never
conceive. 2. o to be conceived (of a child)
to start existence in the mother’s body o
Our little girl was conceived during a pow-
er cut in New York. 3. to think of a plan o
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They conceived the idea for a big celebra-
tion in several countries at the same time.
4. to imagine something, or imagine doing
something [~of/~how/what etc] o I can’t
conceive of any occasion where 1 would
wear a dress like that. o It is difficult to
conceive how people can be so cruel.

@ concentrate /konsontreit/ verb
(concentrates, concentrating, concen-
trated) 1. to give your careful attention to
something [~on] o The exam candidates
were all concentrating on their questions
when the electricity went off. 2. to put eve-
rything together in one place o The enemy
guns are concentrated on top of that hill. m
noun a substance which has been concen-
trated by extracting some of the water in it
o lemon concentrate

@ concentrated /'konsontrertid/ adj1.
from which water has been extracted, so
giving a very strong taste o a bottle of con-
centrated orange juice 2. very determined
to do something o With a little concentrat-
ed effort we should be able to do it.

@ concentration /konson'trerf(o)n/
noun 1. the act of thinking carefully about
something o A loud conversation in the
next room disturbed my concentration. o
His concentration slipped and he lost the
next two games. 2. a lot of things together
in one area o the concentration of compu-
ter companies in the south of Scotland o
The concentration of wild animals round
the water hole makes it easy for lions to
catch their prey.

concentration camp /konson
'tre1f(o)n kemp/ noun a harsh camp, of-
ten for political prisoners

concentric /kon'sentrik/ adj used for
describing circles and spheres of different
sizes with the same centre

@ concept /'kponsept/ noun an idea
about something or about how something
works o I'll quickly explain the basic con-
cepts of safe working in this environment.
® conception /kon'sep[on/ noun1. the
fact of becoming pregnant o Birth takes
place about nine months after conception.
2. an understanding of what something is
like o She has no conception of how long it
can take to prepare a good lesson.

@ concern /kon's3in/ verb (concerns,
concerning, concerned) 1. to have a par-
ticular thing as a subject o The film con-
cerns or is concerned with children grow-
ing up in the 1950s. o the letter concerns
you the letter is about you o that does not
concern him it has nothing to do with him

o as far as something is concerned used
for introducing the subject of a comment o
The end of June is too soon, as far as deliv-
ery is concerned. o to concern yourself
with something to deal with something o
You needn’t concern yourself with cleaning
the shop. 2. to make someone worry [~that]
o I am concerned that he is always late for
work. m noun 1. worry [~about/over/at/~to]
o We have a major concern about the late
delivery. o Her health has been a great
concern to her family. 2. interest [~for] o
My main concern is to ensure that we all
enjoy ourselves. o The adults in the group
seemed to show no concern at all for the
children’s safety. o it is not someone’s
concern it’s nothing to do with someone o
I don’t care what they do with the money —
it’s not my concern. 3. a company or busi-
ness o a big German chemical concern

® concerned /kon's3:nd/ adj1. worried
o She looked concerned. o I could tell
something was wrong by the concerned
look on her face. o We are concerned about
her behaviour — do you think she is having
problems at school? 2. involved in or af-
fected by something o I’ll speak to the par-
ents concerned. 3. showing interest in
something o I'm concerned to know what
people thought after the information ses-
sion.

® concerning /kon's3:niy/ prep about;
on the subject of (formal) o He filled in a
questionnaire concerning holidays. o I'd
like to speak to Mr Robinson concerning
his application for insurance. o Anyone
with information concerning this person
should get in touch with the police.

@ concert/'konsat/ noun an occasion on
which music is played in public o /
couldn’t go to the concert, so I gave my
ticket to a friend.

concerto /kon'tfeatou/ (plural concer-
tos or concerti) noun a piece of music for
a single instrument and orchestra, or for a
small group of instruments

concession /kon'sef(a)n/ noun 1. the
act of allowing someone do something you
do not really want them to do [~on/~to] 0 As
a concession, we let the children stay out
until 11 on Saturdays. o We have already
made concessions on pay and conditions. o
They avoided the subject for a while, as a
concession to her feelings of disappoint-
ment. 2. o to make concessions to some-
one to change your plans so as to please
someone o The Prime Minister has said
that no concessions will be made to the ter-
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rorists. 3. a licence to do something [~to] o
a concession to extract oil or an oil conces-
sion

concessionary /kon'sef(o)nori/ adj
given as a concession o Concessionary
rates are offered to OAPs and students.
conciliation /kon sili'erf(o)n/ noun the
bringing together of the parties in a disa-
greement with a third party, so that the dis-
agreement can be settled through a series
of talks

conciliatory /kon'siliot(o)ri/ adj which
aims to make people agree to settle a disa-
greement

concise /kon'sais/ adj short, using only a
few words

@ conclude /kon'klu:d/ (concludes,
concluding, concluded) verb 1. to end, or
come to an end [~with] o The concert con-
cluded with a piece by Mozart. o He con-
cluded by thanking all those who had
helped arrange the exhibition. 2. to come
to an opinion from the information availa-
ble [~(that)] o The police concluded that the
thief had got into the building through the
broken kitchen window. 3. o to conclude
an agreement with someone to arrange an
agreement with someone

concluding /kon'klu:diy/ adjlast

@ conclusion /kon'klu:3(o)n/ noun 1.
the end of something o Af the conclusion
of the trial all the accused were found
guilty. 2. an opinion which you reach after
thinking carefully [~that] o She came to or
reached the conclusion that he had found
another girlfriend. o What conclusions can
you draw from the evidence?
conclusive /kon'klu:siv/ adj which of-
fers firm proof

concoct /kon'kpkt/ (concocts, con-
cocting, concocted) verb 1. to make up or
invent a story o However unbelievable the
story is, it is not something which he has
concocted. 2. to make a dish of food o I'm
always a bit dubious about the dishes she
concocts for us when she invites us to din-
ner. (NOTE: + concoction n)

concourse /'kopko:s/ noun a large en-
trance area in a railway station or airport
® concrete /'kopkriit/ noun a mixture
of a grey powder called cement, and sand,
used in building o Concrete was invented
by the Romans. o The pavement is made of
slabs of concrete. m adj1. made of concrete
0 a concrete path 2. firm or definite, rather
than vague o The police are sure he is
guilty, but they have no concrete evidence
against him. o I need to see some concrete

proposals very soon. 3. referring to some-
thing with a physical structure o A stone is
a concrete object.

concrete noun / kogkri:t 'navn/ noun
a word which gives the name of a physical
thing, e.g. ‘clock’ or ‘elephant’

concur /kon'k3:/ (concurs, concurring,
concurred) verb to agree (formal) o I con-
cur with your point of view.

concussion /kon'kaf(e)n/ noun a
shock to the brain caused by being hit on
the head

condemn /kon'dem/ (condemns, con-
demning, condemned) verb 1. to say
strongly that you do not approve of some-
thing o She condemned the police for their
treatment of the prisoners. 2. to sentence a
criminal o She was condemned to death.
condemnation /kondem'nerf(o)n/
noun saying that you do not approve of
something

condensation/ konden'setf(o)n/ noun
steam which becomes a film of water on a
cold surface

condense /kon'dens/ (condenses, con-
densing, condensed) verb 1. to reduce the
size of something o The article was sent
back to the author with a note asking her to
condense it. 2. to make a liquid become
thicker o He opened a tin of condensed
soup. 3. (of steam) to form drops of water o
Vapour will condense when it is cooled.
condescending /kondi'sendmy/ adj
behaving in a way which shows you think
you are a better person than someone else
® condition /kon'dif(o)n/ noun 1. a
state that something or someone is in o The
car is in very good condition. o He was
taken to hospital when his condition got
worse. 2. something which has to be agreed
before something else is done o They
didn’t agree with some of the conditions of
the contract. o One of conditions of the
deal is that the company pays all travel
costs. < on condition that only if o 7 will
come on condition that you pay my fare.
conditional /kon'dif(s)n(e)l/ adj 1. pro-
vided that certain things take place 2. o
conditional on subject to certain condi-
tions o The offer is conditional on the
board’s acceptance. m noun a part of a verb
which shows that something might happen
o ‘I would come’ is a conditional form of
‘to come.’

conditioner /kon'dif(e)no/ noun a lig-
uid which you use on hair or clothes after
washing them to make them feel smooth
and soft o The hairdresser asked me if 1
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wanted some conditioner after the sham-
poo. o I always use a combined shampoo
and conditioner.

condolences /kon'doulonsiz/ plural
noun expressions of feeling sad, especially
at the death of someone o He expressed his
condolences to the company on the death
of their founder. o We sent our condolences
to his wife, whom we know very well.

condom /'kpndopm/ noun a rubber cover-
ing put over the penis before sex as a pro-
tection against infection and also to pre-
vent the woman from becoming pregnant

condominium / kondo'miniom/ noun
US 1. a building where each apartment is
owned by the person who lives in it o
They’re building a condominium on the
site of the old hospital. 2. an apartment in a
condominium o His cousin has just bought
an expensive condominium in Malibu.
(NOTE: often shortened to condo)

condone /kon'doun/ (condones, con-
doning, condoned) verb to excuse or for-
give something such as a fault or crime

conduct! /kondakt/ noun a way of be-
having o His conduct in class is becoming
worse. o Her conduct during the trial was
remarkably calm.

conduct? /kon'dakt/ (conducts, con-
ducting, conducted) verb 1. to do some-
thing in an organised or particular way
(formal) o I don’t like the way they conduct
their affairs. o They are conducting an ex-
periment into the effect of TV advertising.
o to conduct yourself to behave in a par-
ticular way o I was impressed by the calm
way in which she conducted herself. o The
children conducted themselves well during
the long speeches. 2. to direct or take some-
one to a place o The were conducted to
their seats. 3. to direct the way in which a
musician or singer performs o The orches-
tra was conducted by a Russian conductor.
4. to allow electricity or heat to pass
through o Copper conducts electricity very
well.

® conductor /kon'dakta/ noun 1. the
person who sells tickets on a bus 2. the per-
son who directs the way an orchestra plays
3. a metal or other substance through
which electricity or heat can pass o Copper
is a good conductor but plastic is not.
® cone /koun/ noun a shape which is
round at the base, rising to a point above o
He rolled the newspaper to form a cone.
cone off phrasal verb to cut off part of a
road with cones

confectionery /kon'fekfon(o)ri/ noun
sweets and cakes

confederation /kon fedo'rerf(o)n/
noun a group of states or organisations

® confer /kon'f3:/ (confers, conferring,
conferred) verb 1. to discuss [~with] o The
leader of the Council conferred with the
Town Clerk. 2. to give something such as a
responsibility, legal right or honour to
someone [~on] (formal) o the powers con-
ferred on the council by law

® conference /'konf(o)rons/ noun 1. a
large meeting where people who are inter-
ested in the same thing come together [~on]
o an international conference on the envi-
ronment o to be in conference to be in a
meeting 2. a meeting of a group or society
[~on] o the annual conference of the Green
party 3. a meeting to discuss something
[~on] o The managers had a quick confer-
ence on what action to take.

conference call /'konf(o)rons ko:l/
noun a telephone conversation involving
three or more people using special equip-
ment so that they can all talk to each other
confess /kon'fes/ (confesses, confess-
ing, confessed) verb to admit that you
have committed a crime or done something
wrong [~to/~(that)] o He confessed to six
burglaries. o She confessed that she had
forgotten to lock the door.

confession /kon'fef(a)n/ noun a state-
ment in which someone admits they have
committed a crime or done something
wrong o The prisoner said his confession
had been forced from him by the police. o I
was surprised by her confession of igno-
rance about the correct procedures to fol-
low. o I have a confession to make — I for-
got to send the cheque.

confetti /kon'feti/ noun small pieces of
coloured paper thrown over the bride and
bridegroom after a wedding

confidant /'’konfidant/ nouna person to
whom someone tells secrets

confidante /'’konfidant/ noun a woman
to whom someone tells secrets

® confide /kon'faid/ (confides, confid-
ing, confided) verb to tell someone a secret
o He has always confided in his mother.
@ confidence /'konfid(o)ns/ noun 1. a
feeling of being sure about your own or
someone else’s abilities [~in/~(that)] o He
hasn’t got much confidence in himself. o I
have confidence that he’ll succeed in per-
suading them to do it. 2. the fact of being
secret ¢ in confidence as a secret o He
showed me the report in confidence.
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@® confident /'’konfid(o)nt/ adj sure that
you or something will be successful o I am
confident (that) the show will go off well. o
She’s confident of doing well in the exam.
® confidential / konfr'denfal/ adj se-
cret or private o This information is strictly
confidential.

confidently /'’konfidontli/ advin a way
which shows that you are confident o She
walked confidently into the interview room.
® configuration /kon figjo'rerf(o)n/
noun 1. the shape or design of something o
Just looking at the configuration of the
wires on a telephone exchange makes the
mind boggle. 2. the way in which the hard-
ware and software of a computer system
are planned o The machine uses RAM to
store system configuration information.

® confine /kon'fam/ (confines, confin-
ing, confined) verb 1. to keep in one small
place o The tigers were confined in a small
cage with no room to move around. 2. to
limit o Make sure you confine your answer
to the subject in the question.
confinement /kon'fainmont/ noun the
fact of being in prison o He was kept in sol-
itary confinement for seven weeks.
confines /'konfainz/ plural noun 1. the
borders or edges of a place 2. the limits of
something such as an activity or topic of
study

@® confirm /kon'f3:m/ (confirms, con-
firming, confirmed) verb to say that some-
thing is certain [~(that)] o The dates of the
concerts have been confirmed by the pop
group’s manager. o The photograph con-
firmed that the result of the race was a
dead heat. o We have been told that she left
the country last month — can you confirm
that?

confirmed /kon'f3:md/ adj permanently
in a certain state, and not wanting to
change

confiscate /'konfiskert/ (confiscates,
confiscating, confiscated) verb to take
away someone’s possessions as a punish-
ment (NOTE: + confiscation n)

conflict! /'konflikt/ noun 1. a strong dis-
agreement or argument [~over] o conflict
over whose responsibility it was to notify
the change 2. fighting [~with] o The govern-
ment is engaged in armed conflict with
rebel forces. o to come into conflict with
someone to start to disagree strongly with
someone o They soon came into conflict
over who should be in charge.

conflict? /kon'flikt/ (conflicts, conflict-
ing, conflicted) verb 1. to disagree with

someone or something [~with] o His ver-
sion of events conflicts with that of his
partner. 2. o they gave conflicting advice
different people gave pieces of advice
which were the opposite of each other

® conform /kon'fo:m/ (conforms, con-
forming, conformed) verb to act in the
same way as other people

conformist /kon'formist/ noun a person
who acts in the same way as other people
confound /kon'faund/ (confounds,
confounding, confounded) verb to make
someone feel surprised or confused
confront /kon'frant/ (confronts, con-
fronting, confronted) verb 1. to threaten
someone by approaching them o Don'’t
confront a burglar on your own — he may
be armed. 2. to be willing to deal with a
difficult situation o We need to confront
these issues before they get out of control.
confrontation / konfran'terf(a)n/
noun an angry meeting between opposing
sides [~with] o To avoid confrontation with
the fans of the opposing team, the support-
ers will be kept as far apart as possible.
confrontational / konfran
'te1f(o)n(o)l/ adjalways arguing and caus-
ing difficulties

confuse /kon'fju:z/ (confuses, confus-
ing, confused) verb 1. to make someone
feel that they cannot understand something
o She was confused by all the journalists’
questions. 2. to mix things or people up o
The twins are so alike I am always confus-
ing them. o I always confuse him with his
brother — they are very alike.

® confused /kon'fjuizd/ adj unable to
understand or to think clearly o I'm a bit
confused — did we say 8 p.m. or 8.30? o
Grandmother used to get rather confused
in her old age.

® confusing /kon'fju:zig/ adj difficult
to understand o They found the instructions
on the computer very confusing.

® confusion /kon'fju:z(o)n/ noun 1. a
state of not knowing what to do or how to
decide something [~about/over/as to] o Her
reply just created more confusion over who
was responsible. 2. a state in which things
are not organised in the correct way or are
not clear o There were scenes of confusion
at the airport when the snow stopped all
flights. ¢ in confusion not able to decide
what is happening or what to do o He was
looking at the letter in great confusion.
congeal /kon'd3i:l/ (congeals, congeal-
ing, congealed) verb (of liquid) to become
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solid (NOTE: When referring to blood, the
usual word to use is clot.)

congenial /kon'd3i:nial/ adj pleasant or
friendly

congenital /kon'dzenit(o)l/ adj (ofanill-
ness or other medical problem) which exists
at or before birth

congested /kon'd3zestid/ adj blocked or
crowded o Following the accident, all the
roads round the station soon became con-
gested. o Something has to be done about
London’s congested road system.
congestion /kon'dzestfon/ noun 1. a
situation where a place is filled with people
or traffic 2. a condition in which a part of
your body such as your nose is blocked
with mucus o This spray should clear
bronchial and nasal congestion.
conglomerate /kon'glomorat/ noun a
group of companies, each making very dif-
ferent types of products
conglomeration /kon,glomo'rerf(o)n/
noun a mass of things collected together
congratulate /kon'gretfulert/ (con-
gratulates, congratulating, congratulat-
ed) verb 1. to tell someone that you are
very pleased that they have been successful
[~on] o I want to congratulate you on your
promotion. 2. to give someone your best
wishes on a special occasion [~on] o He
congratulated them on their silver wedding
anniversary.

® congratulation  /kon,gretfu
'lerf(e)n/ noun praise for someone who
has done well [~on] o His grandparents
sent him a letter of congratulation on pass-
ing his degree. m plural noun congratula-
tions an expression of good wishes to
someone who has done well or who is cel-
ebrating a special occasion o a congratula-
tions card o Congratulations — you're our
millionth customer! o Congratulations on
passing your exam! o The office sent him
their congratulations on his wedding.
congregate /'kopgrigeit/ (congre-
gates, congregating, congregated) verb
to gather together

® congregation /kopgri'geif(o)n/
noun the people who meet together in a
church

congress /'kopgres/ noun a meeting of
a group

® Congress /'kongres/ noun the legis-
lative body of the USA, formed of the
House of Representatives and the Senate
conical /'konik(a)l/ adj shaped like a
cone

conifer /'konifo/ noun a tree with long
thin leaves called needles which stay green
all year, and which produces fruit in the
form of cones

conjecture /kon'dzekt[o/ noun the
process of guessing something when you
do not have all the information you need o
It was pure conjecture on my part.
conjugal /'’kond3ug(a)l/ adj referring to
marriage

conjugate /'kond3ugeit/ (conjugates,
conjugating, conjugated) verb 1. to state
the forms of a verb 2. (of verbs) to have dit-
ferent grammatical forms

conjunction /kon'dzapkfon/ noun a
word which connects different sections of
a sentence. ‘and’ and ‘but’ are conjunc-
tions. ¢ in conjunction with someone or
something together with someone or
something o The icy road in conjunction
with fog made driving very difficult.
conjure /'kand3o/ (conjures, conjuring,
conjured) verb 1. to do magic tricks with
objects such as cards o Here is a picture of
a magician conjuring a rabbit out of a hat.
2. to produce something as if by magic 3.
also conjure up to bring an idea or image
into someone’s mind o His writing about
the south of France conjures up scents of
lavender and olive oil.

conjurer /'kond3ora/, conjuror noun a
person who does magic tricks with objects
such as cards

conman /'konman/ (plural conmen)
noun a person who tricks people in order to
get money, by making them believe some-
thing (informal)

@ connect /ko'nekt/ (connects, con-
necting, connected) verb 1. to join one
thing to another [~to] o The computer
should have been connected to the printer.
o Connect the two red wires together. 2. to
link one person or thing with another
[~with] o They found nothing to connect
him with the family apart from the fact they
had been on holiday in the same hotel. 3. to
make it possible for a telephone or a com-
puter to be used for communicating with
others o Has the telephone been connected
yet? 4. to arrive before another train, plane,
bus or boat leaves, so that you can continue
your journey easily o The plane from New
York connects with the plane to Athens.

@ connection /ka'nek fon/ noun1. are-
lationship between things [~between/~with]
o There is a definite connection between
smoking and lung cancer. 2. a bus, train or
plane which you catch after getting off an-
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other means of transport [~to] o My train
was late and I missed my connection to
Birmingham. 3. a particular way of com-
municating remotely o an Internet connec-
tion 4. a point at which two different pieces
of equipment join o There is a loose con-
nection somewhere. m plural noun connec-
tions people you know o He has business
connections in Argentina. ¢ in connection
with relating to o I’m writing in connection
with your visit.

connector /ka'nekta/, connecter noun
something which connects things, espe-
cially two pieces of equipment, or parts of
a single object or structure
connoisseur /kona's3:/ noun an ex-
pert, a person who knows a lot about some-
thing

connotation /konoa'terf(o)n/ noun an
additional meaning

conquer /'kopka/ (conquers, conquer-
ing, conquered) verb 1. to defeat people by
force o The army had conquered most of
the country. 2. to change a negative emo-
tion or type of behaviour successfully o /
eventually conquered my fear of flying.
conqueror /'kogkora/ noun a person
who takes control of a country by force

® conquest /'kppkwest/ noun1. the act
of taking control of a country or people by
force o the Norman Congquest in 1066 2. a
country or person that has been conquered
® conscience /'konfons/ noun a feel-
ing that you have done right or wrong
conscientious /konfi'enfos/ adj
working carefully and well o She’s a very
conscientious worker.

@ conscious /'konfas/ adj awake and
able to know what is happening around you
o She was conscious during the minor op-
eration on her toe. o a conscious decision
a decision which you have thought careful-
ly about o Refusing the offer was a con-
scious decision on his part. o He made a
conscious decision to try to avoid her in fu-
ture.

consciously /'konJssli/ adv in a delib-
erate or active way o I wasn’t consciously
ignoring her — I just didn’t notice her. o He
doesn’t consciously remember locking the
door.

® consciousness /'konfosnas/ noun
the fact of being conscious o to lose con-
sciousness to become unconscious
conscript! /'’konskript/ noun a person
who is made to join the armed services o
The conscripts had hardly any time to train
before being sent to the front.

conscript? /kon'skript/ (conscripts,
conscripting, conscripted) verb to order
someone to join the armed services o All
men under 35 were conscripted into the
armed forces.

consecrate /'konsikreit/ (conse-
crates, consecrating, consecrated) verb
to perform a religious ceremony to make
something such as a building or someone
such as a king or priest holy o The bishop
was consecrated in the cathedral.

consecutive /kon'sekjutiv/ adj follow-
ing one after the other

® consensus /kon'sensas/ noun an
opinion which most people agree on

® consent /kon'sent/ noun agreement
[~to] o Doctors must obtain a patient’s con-
sent to any operation.

@ consequence /'konsikwoans/ noun
1. something which happens because of
something else [/~for] o If we lose this or-
der, the consequences for the firm will be
disastrous. o Smoking has serious health
consequences. 2. importance (formal) < as
a consequence as aresult o We queued for
two hours in the rain, and as a conse-
quence all of us got colds. ¢ of no conse-
quence not important o What he thinks
about the situation is of no consequence.

consequent /'konsikwont/ adj which
follows as a result of something

® consequently /'’konsikwontli/ adv
because of this o We walked all day in the
rain and consequently all caught colds.

® conservation /konsa'verf(o)n/
noun the careful use of things such as ener-
gy or natural resources o The company is
spending more money on energy conserva-
tion.

conservationist / konsa
'ver[(9)nist/ nounaperson who encourag-
es the preservation of the countryside and
the careful management of natural resourc-
es
conservatism /kon's3:vatiz(o)m/
noun 1. the fact that someone is conserva-
tive o the basic conservatism of British
farmers 2. the ideas and beliefs of the Con-
servative political party o Conservatism
had a great effect on British society during
the 1980s.
® conservative /kon's3:votiv/ adj not
wanting to change o He has very conserv-
ative views.
Conservative /kon'ssivotiv/ noun a
member of the Conservative Party
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conservatoire /kon's3:votwa:/ noun a
school or college where music is the only
subject of study

conservatory /kon'sa:vot(o)ri/ (plural
conservatories) noun 1. a room with large
windows, where you keep tropical flowers
and plants o With its glass roof and win-
dows, our conservatory becomes very hot
in the summer. 2. US same as conserva-
toire

conserve' /kon's3:v/ (conserves, con-
serving, conserved) verb 1. to keep, not to
waste o a government programme to con-
serve energy 2.to look after and keep in the
same state o Qur committee aims to con-
serve the wildlife in our area.

conserve? /'kons3iv/ noun pieces of
fruit in a thick sweet liquid o peach con-
serve

® consider /kon'sido/ (considers, con-
sidering, considered) verb 1. to think
carefully about something
[~that/~what/whether etc] o Please consid-
er seriously the offer that we are making. o
We need to consider whether we really
need it. o to consider doing something to
think about taking a particular course of
action o [ considered training as a teacher.
2. to regard someone or something in a par-
ticular way o Do you consider him the
right man for the job? o She is considered
(to be) one of the best lawyers in town. ¢ all
things considered used for saying that
you have thought about all aspects of a sit-
uation, including the bad ones o All things
considered, the party went off quite well.
® considerable /kon'sid(a)rob(o)l/ adj
fairly large o He lost a considerable
amount of money at the horse race.

® considerably /kon'sid(e)robli/ adv
to a fairly large extent

considerate /kon'sid(o)rat/ adj full of
feeling or understanding towards someone
® consideration /kon,sido'rerf(o)n/
noun 1. careful thought o We are giving se-
rious consideration to the possibility of
moving the head office to Scotland. o to
take something into consideration to
think about something when making a de-
cision o The age of the children has to be
taken into consideration. 2. something
which has an effect on a decision o The
safety of the children is more important
than all other considerations. ¢ under
consideration being thought about o The
matter is under consideration.

® considering /kon'sid(o)rig/ conj,
prep used to say that one thing affects an-

other o He plays the violin extremely well,
considering he’s only five. o He ought to be
more grateful, considering the amount of
help you have given him.

consign /kon'sain/ (consigns, consign-
ing, consigned) verb to hand something
over to someone

consignment /kon'sarnmont/ noun 1.
the sending of goods to someone who will
sell them for you o The consignment of
books to our French distributor was easily
organised. 2. a quantity of goods sent for
sale o A consignment of goods has arrived.
o We are expecting a consignment of cars
from Japan.

® consist /kon'sist/ (consists, consist-
ing, consisted) verb 1. to be made up of
various parts [~of] o The package consists
of air travel, six nights in a luxury hotel,
and all meals. o My day consisted of clear-
ing out bedroom and getting ready to paint
it. 2. to have as the most important element
[~in] (formal) o Her success consists in her
willingness to be flexible.

® consistency /kon'sistonsi/, consist-
ence noun 1. the fact of being the same
throughout [~in] o I wish there was more
consistency in his reports. 2. the degree to
which a substance is, e.g., thick or smooth
o The consistency of the sauce should be
that of thick syrup. o In order to obtain the
desired consistency, it may be necessary to
add a little water:

® consistent /kon'sistont/ adj always
at the same level o Some of his work is very
good, but he’s not consistent.

consolation /konso'leif(o)n/ noun
something which makes you feel less sad
or annoyed, e.g. after a loss or a failure

console' /konsoul/ noun 1. a unit con-
sisting of a keyboard, screen and usually a
printer which allows someone to commu-
nicate with a computer system o We have a
console which contains both the TV and
video. 2. a surface containing the controls
that operate something o The sound engi-
neer at the console controls the sound com-
ing from the stage.

console? /kon'soul/ (consoles, consol-
ing, consoled) verb to help someone to
feel less sad or annoyed o The priest want-
ed to console her for the loss of her father.
o I tried to console her but she cried herself
to sleep. o to console yourself to do some-
thing to make yourself feel less sad or an-
noyed o After hearing he had failed some
of his exams, he consoled himself with the
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thought that his brother had done even
worse than he had.

consolidate /kon'splidert/ (consoli-
dates, consolidating, consolidated) verb
1. to make firm or sure o Having entered
the market, the company spent a year con-
solidating its position. o The team consoli-
dated their lead with a second goal. 2. to
join together to make one single unit o The
two businesses consolidated to form one
group. (NOTE: + consolidation n)
consonant /'konsonont/ noun a letter
representing a sound which is produced by
partly stopping the air going out of the
mouth

consortium /kon'so:tiom/ (plural con-
sortia) noun a group of companies which
work together

conspicuous /kon'spikjuas/ adj very
obvious o they were conspicuous by their
absence it was very obvious that they were
not there

® conspiracy /kon'spirasi/ (plural con-
spiracies) noun a secret plan, especially to
do something illegal or bad [~to/~against] o
a conspiracy to murder the leader o He's
sure there’s a conspiracy against him in the
office.

conspirator /kon'spiroto/ noun a per-
son who is part of a conspiracy
conspiratorial /kon spiro'tomriol/ adj
like someone who has a secret plan
conspire /kon'spars/ (conspires, con-
spiring, conspired) verb to make secret
plans or to take part in a conspiracy
constable /'kanstob(o)l/ noun a police
officer of the lowest rank

constabulary /kon'stebjolori/ noun
the police force of a district

@ constant /'konstont/ adj not chang-
ing or stopping o The constant noise of mu-
sic from the bar next door drives me mad.
m noun a number or thing which does not
change o Death and taxes are the only con-
stants in life. o The speed of light is a sci-
entific constant.

@® constantly /'konstontli/ adv all the
time

constellation / konsto'lerf(a)n/ noun a
group of stars in the sky, often forming a
pattern

consternation / konsta'nerf(o)n/ noun
a shock or surprise

constipated /'konstipertid/ adj unable
to pass solid waste out of your body easily
constipation /konsti'peif(e)n/ noun
the condition of being constipated

® constituency /kon'stitjuonsi/ (plu-
ral constituencies) noun an area of the
country which elects a Member of Parlia-
ment

constituent /kon'stitjuont/ noun 1. a
part which goes to make up a whole o Be-
fore starting the experiment, make sure
that all the chemical constituents are
ready. 2. a person who may vote in a con-
stituency o A good MP tries to represent
the views of his constituents. o She has had
a mass of letters from her constituents
about airport noise.

® constitute /'konstitju:t/ (consti-
tutes, constituting, constituted) verb to
be or form a particular thing o Selling the
photographs to a newspaper constitutes a
serious breach of security. o Women now
constitute the majority of the committee.
@ constitution /konstr'tju:f(e)n/
noun 1. the ability of a person to stay
healthy o She has a very strong constitu-
tion. 2. the laws and principles under which
a country is ruled, which give the people
rights and duties, and which give the gov-
ernment powers and duties o Unlike most
states, Britain does not have a written con-
stitution. o Freedom of speech is guaran-
teed by the American Constitution. 3. the
written rules of something such as a socie-
ty or club o Under the society’s constitu-
tion, the chairman is elected for two years.
® constitutional / konstr
'tjurf(e)n(a)l/ adjaccording to a country’s
constitution o Unilateral action by the
Minister of Defence is not constitutional.
® constrain /kon'strein/ (constrains,
constraining, constrained) verb to stop
someone doing something which they
want to do o His movements were con-
strained by his tight suit. o Entrepreneurs
feel constrained by the mass of bureaucra-
cy and red tape.

® constraint /kon'stremt/ noun some-
thing which limits your ability to act [~on]
o the serious financial constraints on the
business

constrict /kon'strikt/ (constricts, con-
stricting, constricted) verb to make some-
thing tighter or smaller (NOTE: + constric-
tion n)

® construct /kon'strakt/ (constructs,
constructing, constructed) verb to build
or make something o The airport was con-
structed in 1995. o The wings are con-
structed of aluminium.

@ construction /kon'strak fon/ noun1.
the act of building o The construction of
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the new stadium took three years. 2. some-
thing which has been built < under con-
struction being built o The new airport is
still under construction.

constructive /kon'straktiv/ adj which
aims to help or improve

construe /kon'stru:/ (construes, con-
struing, construed) verb to understand the
meaning of words or of a document in a
particular way

consul /'’konsal/ noun a person who rep-
resents a country in a foreign city, and
helps his country’s citizens and business
interests there

consulate /'konsjulot/ noun the house
or office of a consul

® consult /kon'salt/ (consults, con-
sulting, consulted) verb 1. to ask someone
for advice o He consulted his bank about
transferring his account. 2. to look at
something to get information o After con-
sulting the map they decided to go north.

consultancy /kon'saltonsi/ (plural con-
sultancies) noun the act of giving advice
on a subject that you have a lot of knowl-
edge about o He offers a consultancy serv-
ice. o She runs a consultancy firm, offering
advice on planning. o Since he’s been
made redundant, he’s been doing consul-
tancy work.

® consultant /kon'saltont/ noun 1. an
expert who gives advice o His tax consult-
ant advised him to sell the shares. 2. a sen-
ior hospital doctor who is an expert in a
particular medical condition or illness o
We’ll make an appointment for you to see a
consultant.

® consultation / konsal'terf(a)n/ noun
1. the act of consulting someone [~with] 0 a
brief consultation with my lawyer o After
consultations with the police, the govern-
ment has decided to ban the protest march.
2. an act of visiting a doctor for advice
[~with] o another consultation with a differ-
ent eye surgeon

consume /kon'sjuim/ (consumes, con-
suming, consumed) verb 1. to eat or drink
something o The guests consumed over a
hundred hamburgers. 2. to use something
up o The world’s natural resources are be-
ing consumed at an alarming rate. o The
new model of car consumes about half the
amount of petrol of the previous model.

@ consumer /kon'sjurma/ noun a per-
son or company that buys goods or services
o Consumers are buying more from super-
markets and less from small shops. o Gas

consumers are protesting at the increase in
prices.

consuming /kon'sjuimip/ adj which
takes up all your time and energy

® consumption /kon'sampfon/ noun
1. the act of eating or drinking something o
The meat was condemned as unfit for hu-
man consumption. o The consumption of
alcohol on the premises is not allowed. 2.
the quantity of something that someone
eats or drinks o Unless you reduce your
consumption of fatty foods, you risk having
a heart attack.

@ contact /'konteekt/ noun 1. an act of
touching [~between/~with] o Avoid any
contact between the acid and the skin. o
Anyone who has been in physical contact
with the patient must consult their doctor
immediately. 2. the act of communicating
with someone [~between/~with] o We don’t
have much contact with our old friends in
Australia. o to get in contact with some-
one to write to someone or talk to them on
the telephone 3. a person whom you know
o He has a lot of contacts in the newspaper
world. o Who is your contact in the minis-
try? m verb (contacts, contacting, con-
tacted) to write to someone or talk to them
on the telephone o He tried to contact his
office by phone. o Can you contact the tick-
et office immediately?

contact lens /'kontakt lenz/ noun a
small piece of glass or plastic which you
wear in the eye to help you see more clear-
ly

contagious /kon'terd3os/ adj which can
be passed on to someone else o He'’s a
great music teacher and his enthusiasm for
music is very contagious.

® contain /kon'temn/ (contains, con-
taining, contained) verb 1. to hold an
amount, or to have an amount inside o The
bottle contains acid. o The envelope con-
tained a cheque for £1,000. o A barrel con-
tains 250 litres. o I have lost a briefcase
containing important documents. 2. to lim-
it or prevent something harmful or un-
pleasant o The army tried to contain the
advance of the enemy forces. o The party is
attempting to contain the revolt among its
members.

® container /kon'temna/ noun an object
such as a box or bottle which holds some-
thing else o We need a container for all this
rubbish. o The gas is shipped in strong
metal containers.
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containment /kon'ternmont/ noun the
process or act of keeping something under
control

contaminate /kon'teminert/ (contami-
nates, contaminating, contaminated)
verb to make something dirty by touching
it or by adding something to it (NOTE: +
contamination n)

® contemplate /'kontomplert/ (con-
templates, contemplating, contemplat-
ed) verb 1. to look at something o He stood
for several minutes contemplating the
painting. 2. o to contemplate doing some-
thing to plan to do something o He’s con-
templating retiring from his job and buying
a shop.

@ contemporary /kon'temp(o)rori/
adj 1. of the present time o contemporary
art 2. existing at the same time as someone
or something [~with] o Most of the people I
was contemporary with at college have al-
ready got jobs. m noun (plural contempo-
raries) a person who lives at the same time
as someone o Shakespeare and his contem-
poraries o He is one of my contemporaries
from school.

contempt /kon'tempt/ noun the feeling
of not respecting someone [~for] o The re-
viewer had nothing but contempt for the
author of the novel.

contemptuous /kon'temptjuos/ adj
showing that you do not respect someone
or that you do not believe they are impor-
tant

® contend /kon'tend/ (contends, con-
tending, contended) verb 1. to state that
something is true 2. to be forced to deal
with something unpleasant [~with] o We
had to contend with rainstorms, floods,
and mosquitoes, so the holiday was not a
great success. o Drugs are yet another
problem that schools have to contend with.
contender /kon'tends/ noun a person
who takes part in a competition, especially
someone who is likely to win [~for] o He’s
a definite contender for the world title.
content' /'kontent/ noun the amount of
something which is contained in a sub-
stance o Dried fruit has a higher sugar
content than fresh fruit. m plural noun con-
tents 1. things which are inside something
o The contents of the bottle spilled onto the
carpet. 2. the list of chapters in a book,
usually printed at the beginning

® content? /kon'tent/ adj 1. happy with
what is happening in your life 2. satisfied
with something [~with] o If you are not con-
tent with the way the car runs, bring it back

and we will look at it again. o content to
do something happy to do something o
She was content to sit in the sun and wait.
m noun a feeling of satisfaction o to your
heart’s content as much as you want o You
can play the piano to your heart’s content.
o Living by the sea, they can go sailing to
their heart’s content.

contented /kon'tent1d/ adj satisfied and

happy

® contention /kon'tenfon/ noun 1. an
argument 2. a statement of what you be-
lieve o It is his contention that they are try-
ing to ruin our business.

contentious /kon'tenfas/ adj which is
the cause of a disagreement

contentment /kon'tentmont/ noun a
feeling of being satisfied or happy

contest! /'kontest/ noun any event or
situation in which people compete with
each other o an international sports con-
test o Only two people entered the leader-
ship contest.

contest? /kon'test/ (contests, contest-
ing, contested) verb 1. to compete with
other people to achieve a position o There
are four candidates contesting the champi-
onship. 2. to say that you disagree with
what is written in a legal document

contestant /kon'testont/ noun a person
who takes part in a competition o The two
contestants shook hands before the match.

@ context /'kontekst/ noun the other
words which surround a particular word in
a piece of writing and which help to show
its meaning o Even if you don’t know what
a word means, you can sometimes guess its
meaning from the context. o taken out of
context showing only part of what some-
one said or wrote, so that the meaning is
changed o My words have been taken out
of context — I said the book was ‘one of the
best’ not ‘the best’ I'd read.

continent /'kontinant/ noun one of the
seven large land areas in the world, e.g. Af-
rica or Europe

Continent /'kontinant/ noun the main-
land area of Europe, as compared with the
islands of the United Kingdom o They go
to the Continent on holiday each year,
sometimes to France, sometimes to Swit-
zerland. o on the Continent in the main
part of Europe

continental / konti'nent(o)l/ adj 1. re-
ferring to a continent 2. referring to or typ-
ical of Europe excluding the United King-
dom
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contingency /kon'tindzonsi/ noun a
possible state of emergency when deci-
sions will have to be taken quickly
contingent /kon'tindzont/ noun a
group of people such as soldiers o The
army was formed of contingents of freedom
fighters from various countries. o A large
contingent of farmers marched to the Par-
liament building.

@® continual /kon'tinjusl/ adj 1. hap-
pening many times in a period of time o We
have experienced a period of continual
change. 2. happening frequently in a way
that is annoying o The computer has given
us continual problems ever since we
bought it.

® continuation /kon tinju'erf(o)n/
noun 1. the process of going on without
stopping o How can we ensure the contin-
uation of the peace talks? 2. something
which has been continued o Broad Street is
in fact a continuation of the High Street.
® continue /kon'tinju:/ (continues,
continuing, continued) verb to go on do-
ing something or happening [~with] o The
meeting started at 10 a.m. and continued
all afternoon. o The show continued with
some children’s dances. o He continued
working, even though everyone else had
gone home. o The engine continued to send
out clouds of black smoke.

continuing education /kon,tmjuip
edju'kerf(9)n/ noun education of adults
after further or higher education

® continuity / konti'nju:iti/ noun the
way in which the scenes in a film or televi-
sion programme continue without a break
@ continuous /kon'tinjuss/ adj with-
out stopping or without a break o She has
been in continuous pain for three days. o A
continuous white line on the road means
that you are not allowed to overtake.
continuously /kon'tinjuasli/ adv with-
out a break

contort/kon'to:t/ (contorts, contorting,
contorted) verb to twist something into a
position that is not natural [~with] o >His
face was contorted with pain.
contraception /kontro'sepon/ noun a
way of preventing a woman from becom-
ing pregnant by using a device such as a
condom or a particular type of drug
contraceptive / kontro'septiv/ noun a
drug or condom which prevents pregnancy
o an oral contraceptive such as the pill o
The chemist sells various types of contra-
ceptives.

@® contract! /'kontraekt/ noun a legal
agreement [~with] o I’ve signed a contract
with a new company.

contract? /kon'trekt/ (contracts, con-
tracting, contracted) verb 1. to become
smaller o Metal contracts when it gets
cold, and expands when it is hot. 2. to make
an official agreement to do some work
[~for] o to contract for the supply of spare
parts o to contract to supply spare parts

® contraction /kon'trekfon/ noun 1.
an act of becoming shorter or smaller o
Light will provoke the contraction of the
pupil of the eye. o Cold will cause the con-
traction of metal rails. 2. the movement of
the muscles of the womb when a baby is
being born o The first strong contractions
will come about every twenty minutes. o
She had two contractions in the car on the
way to the maternity hospital.

contractor /kon'treekto/ noun a person
who does work according to a signed
agreement

contradict / kontro'dikt/ (contradicts,
contradicting, contradicted) verb 1. to say
that what someone else says is not true o
They didn’t dare contradict their mother. 2.
to be different from what has been said be-
fore o What you have just said contradicts
what you said yesterday.

® contradiction /kontro'dik[on/
noun stating or being the opposite [~be-
tween] o There is a basic contradiction be-
tween the government’s policies and what
it actually does. < a contradiction in terms
a phrase which is formed of two parts
which contradict each other, and so have
no meaning o A truthful politician is a con-
tradiction in terms.

contradictory /kontro'dikt(o)ri/ adj
which states or is the opposite

contraption /kon'trepfon/ noun an un-
usual machine or device (informal)

contrary /'kontrori/ adj opposite o Most
people agreed with the speaker, but one or
two expressed contrary views. ¢ contrary
to in opposition to o Contrary to what you
would expect, the desert gets quite cold at
night.

® contrast! /'kontra:st/ noun a differ-
ence between two things [~between] o a
big contrast in weather between the north
and the south of the country o The two cit-
ies are in sharp contrast. ¢ in contrast to
as opposed to o He is quite short, in con-
trast to his sister who is very tall. o The
north of the country is green and wooded
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in contrast to the south which is dry and
sandy.

® contrast? /kon'traist/ (contrasts,
contrasting, contrasted) verb to be obvi-
ously different from [~with] o His formal
letter contrasted with his friendly conver-
sation on the telephone.

contrasting /kon'tra:stiy/ adj which
are very different

contravene /kontro'viin/ (contra-
venes, contravening, contravened) verb
to fail to obey a rule or law (NOTE: + contra-
vention n)

@ contribute /kon'tribju:t/ (contrib-
utes, contributing, contributed) verb 1. to
help something to happen [~to] o The gov-
ernment’s policies have contributed to a
feeling of anxiety among teachers. 2. to
give money to help to pay for something,
especially when other people are also giv-
ing [~to] o We were asked to contribute to a
charity. o Everyone was asked to contrib-
ute to the receptionist’s leaving present.

@ contribution /kontri'bju:f(e)n/
noun 1. something that someone does to
help something to happen [~to] o I want to
thank you for your enormous contribution
to the success of the project. 2. something,
usually money, given to help to pay for
something [~to] o She makes monthly con-
tributions to the Red Cross.

contributor /kon'tribjute/ noun a per-
son or organisation that contributes to
something

contrive /kon'traiv/ (contrives, contriv-
ing, contrived) verb to manage to do some-
thing

contrived /kon'trarvd/ adjnot natural or
reasonable

® control /kon'troul/ noun 1. the fact of
keeping someone or something in order or
being able to direct them o He lost control
of his business and resigned. o The club is
under the control of three people. 2. the
ability to get people to do what you want
[~over] o The teacher has no control over
the class. m verb (controls, controlling,
controlled) 1. to keep something in order,
to direct or limit something o The police
couldn’t control the crowds. o There was
nobody there to control the traffic. o We
must try to control the sales of foreign cars.
o The government controls the price of
meat. 2. o to control a business to have the
power to direct the way a business is run o
The business is controlled by a company
based in Luxembourg.

control freak /kon'troul frizk/ noun a
person who wants to be always in control
of the situation (slang)

controlled /kon'trould/ adj kept under
control

controller /kon'troulo/ noun a person
who controls something

control tower /kon'troul ;taus/ noun a
high building at an airport with the radio
station which directs planes
controversial /kontro'va:f(o)l/ adj
causing strong disagreements o He made a
highly controversial speech. o Legalisation
of drugs is a very controversial issue. o She
has controversial views on abortion.
controversy  /'kontrovsisi,  kon
'trovasi/ (plural controversies) noun a
sharp discussion o There is a lot of contro-
versy about the funding of political parties.
conurbation / kons:'berf(o)n/ noun a
very large built-up area

convalesce / konvo'les/ (convalesces,
convalescing, convalesced) verb to get
back to good health after an illness or an
operation

convene /kon'viin/ (convenes, conven-
ing, convened) verb to call a meeting
convenience /kon'viinions/ noun the
fact of being convenient o [ like the con-
venience of working from home. o We
bought the house because of the conven-
ience of the area for shopping.
convenience food /kon'vimions fu:d/
noun food which is prepared by the shop
before it is sold, so that it needs only heat-
ing to be made ready to eat

® convenient /kon'viiniont/ adj not
causing any practical problems o Six
o’clock in the morning is not a very con-
venient time for a meeting. o A bank draft
is a convenient way of sending money
abroad.

conveniently /kon'viiniontli/ adv in a
convenient way

convent /'konvont/ noun a religious es-
tablishment where nuns live; the buildings
of such a place (NOTE: The equivalent estab-
lishment for men is a monastery.)

@ convention /kon'venfon/ noun 1. the
usual way of doing things o It is a conven-
tion that the bride wears white to her wed-
ding. 2. a contract or agreement o an inter-
national convention on human rights 3. a
general meeting of a group such as a polit-
ical party o They are holding their annual
convention in Chicago.
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® conventional /kon'venf(a)n(o)l/ adj
ordinary or usual o For your interview it’s
best to wear a conventional suit.
conventional weapon /kon
venf(d)n(o)l 'wepon/ noun an ordinary
weapon such as a gun, not a nuclear weap-
on

converge /kon'v3:dz/ (converges, con-
verging, converged) verb to come together
at a certain place or point

® conversation /konva'serf(o)n/
noun an occasion on which two or more
people talk to each other about something
[~about/~with/~between] o We had a long
conversation about loans with the bank
manager. o He heard an interesting con-
versation between two bus passengers. o to
carry on a conversation with someone to
talk to someone o She tried to carry on a
conversation with him while he was work-
ing. o It’s difficult to carry on a conversa-
tion with Uncle Harry because he’s deaf. o
to make conversation to talk to someone
to be polite rather than because you want to
converse /kon'v3is/ (converses, con-
versing, conversed) verb to talk o They
were conversing seriously in French.
conversely /'konvs:sli/ adv in the oppo-
site way

conversion /kon'va:f(o)n/ noun 1. the
act or process of changing one thing into
another 2. the turning of a person to anoth-
er set of ideas or religion [~to] 3. the act of
convertin% a try in the game of rugby
convert’ /'konvs:t/ noun a person who
has changed his ideas or religion
convert? /kon'va:t/ (converts, convert-
ing, converted) verb 1. to change some-
thing into something else [~to/~into] o We
are converting the shed into a studio. o
These panels convert the heat of the sun to
electricity. 2. to turn or to make someone
turn from one set of ideas or religion to an-
other [~to/~into] o When she got married
she converted to Islam. o She tried to con-
vert her husband into a vegetarian. 3. to
change money of one country for money of
another [~to/into] o We converted our
pounds into Swiss francs.

convertible /kon'vs:tob(a)l/ noun a car
with a roof which folds back or can be re-
moved o You can hire a small convertible
for $100 a day.

convex /'konveks/ adj which has a shape
that curves outwards like the back of a
spoon

® convey /kon'vel/ (conveys, convey-
ing, conveyed) verb 1. to transport, to car-

ry o The supplies were being conveyed in
lorries. 2. to give a message or to express
something o Please convey my congratula-
tions to the team.

conveyor belt /kon'vers belt/, convey-
or noun a moving surface in a factory,
which takes something from one part of the
factory to another

convict! /'konvikt/ noun a criminal who
has been sent to prison o The police are
searching for two escaped convicts.
convict? /kon'vikt/ (convicts, convict-
ing, convicted) verb to prove in court that
someone is guilty o She was convicted of
theft.

® conviction /kon'vikfon/ noun 1. the
fact of being found guilty o His lawyers
are appealing against his conviction. 2. the
fact of being certain that something is true
o It was a common conviction in the Mid-
dle Ages that the earth was flat. o Her reli-
gious convictions do not allow her to eat
shellfish. 3. the fact of being likely or being
convincing o She gave a string of excuses
which completely lacked conviction.

® convince /kon'vins/ (convinces,
convincing, convinced) verb to persuade
someone that something is true o The law-
yer has to convince the jury of his client’s
innocence. o At an interview, you have to
convince the employer that you are the
right person for the job.

® convinced /kon'vinst/ adj very cer-
tain o She’s convinced that she’s right.
convincing /kon'vinsiy/ adj easy to ac-
cept or believe to be true

convoy /'’konvol/ noun a group of vehi-
cles or ships travelling together in a line
with armed protection

® cook /kuk/ noun a person who gets
food ready o He worked as a cook in a pub
during the summer. m verb (cooks, cook-
ing, cooked) to get food ready for eating,
especially by heating it o It’s my turn to
cook the dinner tonight. o How do you
cook cabbage?

cookbook /'’kukbuk/ noun a book of rec-
ipes

® cooker /'’kuka/ noun a large piece of
kitchen equipment, used for cooking food
® cookery /'kuk(a)ri/ noun the art of
cooking

cookery book /'kuk(o)ri buk/, cook-
book noun a book of recipes

® cookie /'kuki/ noun 1. usually US a
small, flat hard sweet cake o She bought a
packet of cookies. (NOTE: The British Eng-
lish term is biscuit.) 2. a computer file sent



137

copy

to your computer by a website when you
visit it. It stores information about you
which can be used when you next visit the
website.

® cooking /'’kukin/ noun 1. the action of
getting food ready to eat, especially by
heating it o He does the cooking, while his
wife serves in the restaurant. 2. a particular
style of preparing food o The restaurant
specialises in French provincial cooking.
@ cool /ku:l/ adj1. cold in a pleasant way,
or colder than you would like or than you
expect o It was hot on deck but cool down
below. o Wines should be stored in a cool
cellar. o It gets cool in the evenings in Sep-
tember. 2. not friendly or not enthusiastic
[~to/towards] o I got a cool reception when
I arrived half an hour late. o Their propos-
al got a cool response. o She was rather
cool to me last time we met. o My col-
leagues were cool towards the plan unfor-
tunately. 3. calm o The nurses remained
cool and professional. 4. fashionable
(informal) o They thought it was cool to
wear white trainers. 5. good (informal) o a
cool party o a really cool idea (NOTE: +
coolly adv; coolness n) m verb (cools,
cooling, cooled) to make something cool;
to become cool o She boiled the jam for
several hours and then put it aside to cool.
m noun 1. a colder area which is pleasant o
After the heat of the town centre, it is nice
to sit in the cool of the garden. 2. the state
of being calm o As soon as the reporters
started to ask her questions she lost her
cool. ¢ to be cool with something to be
satisfied with something (informal) o We
can go tomorrow — I’'m cool with that.
cool down phrasal verb 1. to make some-
thing cool or to become cool o Although
it is very hot in the desert during the day-
time, it always cools down in the evening.
o This coffee is too hot — I'm waiting for
it to cool down a bit. 2. to calm someone,
or to become calmer o He was furious
with his secretary, but after a while he
cooled down. o We tried to cool him
down but it just made him more angry.

coolbox /'ku:lboks/ noun a container
which you can carry and which is used for
keeping food and drinks cool

cooperate /kou'pporeit/ (cooperates,
cooperating, cooperated) verb to work
with someone [~with/~in] o Several organi-
sations are cooperating with the govern-
ment in the fight against international drug
smuggling.

@ cooperation /kou,opa'reif(o)n/
noun the action of working together with
someone else [~with] o Cooperation be-
tween team members led to their success.
® cooperative /kou'op(o)rativ/ noun a
business which works on a profit-sharing
basis o a workers’ cooperative
coordinate' /kou's:dinat/ noun a set of
numbers which fix a point on a map or
graph o What are the coordinates for that
hill? I don’t think it is marked on the map.
o Draw the X-Y coordinates.
coordinate? /kou's:dmert/ (coordi-
nates, coordinating, coordinated) verb to
make people or things work together or fit
in with each other o His job is to coordi-
nate the work of the various relief agen-
cies. o The election campaign was coordi-
nated by the party headquarters.
coordinates /kou'o:dinots/ plural noun
matching pieces of women’s clothing
coordination /kou,o:di'nerf(o)n/ noun
1. the action of coordinating o Better coor-
dination between departments would have
allowed everyone to know what was hap-
pening. 2. the ability to move parts of your
body properly o She has excellent coordi-
nation for a little girl of 18 months.
coordinator /kou'o:dinerta/ noun a per-
son who coordinates
® cop /kop/ noun a policeman (informal)
cop out phrasal verb to stop doing an ac-
tivity, e.g. because of feeling afraid or not
wanting to do it
@ cope /koup/ (copes, coping, coped)
verb to manage to deal with something o
She can cope perfectly well on her own. o
We are trying to cope with the backlog of
orders.
copilot /'koupailat/ noun a pilot who
helps the main pilot to fly an aircraft
copious /'koupias/ adjin large amounts,
in good supply
cop-out /'kop aut/ noun a poor excuse or
explanation for refusing to face up to
something
copper /'kopa/ noun a reddish metal
which turns green when exposed to air o
Copper is a good conductor of electricity.
o The end of the copper wire should be at-
tached to the terminal.
copulate /'kopjulert/ (copulates, copu-
lating, copulated) verb to have sex (NOTE:
+ copulation n)
@ copy /'kopi/ noun (plural copies) 1.
something made to look the same as some-
thing else o This is an exact copy of the
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painting by Picasso. 2. a particular book or
newspaper o Where’s my copy of today’s
‘Times’? o I lent my old copy of the play to
my brother and he never gave it back. m
verb (copies, copying, copied) 1. to make
something which looks like something else
o He stole a credit card and copied the sig-
nature. 2. to do what someone else does
copycat /'kopikat/ (informal) noun a
person who copies what someone else does
m adj which copies something else o a cop-
ycat murder

copyright /'kopirait/ noun an author’s
legal right to do something such as publish
a book or put on a play and not to have it
copied without permission o Who holds the
copyright for the play? o She is being sued
for breach of copyright.

coral /'koral/ noun a rock-like substance
formed of the bones of small animals in the
sea

cord /ko:d/ noun a strong thin rope o Pull
the cord to open the parachute. o In an
emergency, pull the cord to stop the train.
cordial /'ko:diol/ adjfriendly o His greet-
ing was not very cordial. m noun to do what
someone else does o Fruit cordials such as
lemon, orange or lime are popular summer
drinks.

cordless /'ko:dles/ adjnot needing to be
connected to an electricity supply
cordon /'ko:d(a)n/ noun a barrier such as
a rope or a line of police or soldiers sur-
rounding an area to prevent people enter-
ing or leaving o Police formed a cordon
round the referee to protect him from the
fans. o There was a police cordon round
the courthouse.

corduroy /'ko:doror/ noun a cloth with
raised lines on the surface o He was wear-
ing a corduroy jacket.

® core /ko:/ noun 1. the central part of an
object o the core of an apple, an apple
core the hard part in the middle of an ap-
ple, containing the seeds 2. the most basic
or essential part of something o Lack of re-
sources is the core of the problem. m adj
most important o These are the core points
of the report. o core values the things that
a group of people think are most important
o Honesty and reliability are among our
core values.

coriander / kori'®nds/ noun a small
herb, whose seeds and leaves are used for
flavouring

cork /ko:k/ noun 1. a small solid tube,
used for closing wine bottles 2. the very
light bark of a type of tree, used for making

corks and other things o She placed little
cork mats on the table to stop the wine
glasses marking it. m verb (corks, corking,
corked) to put a cork into a bottle

corkscrew /'ko:kskru:/ noun a special
tool for taking corks out of bottles

® corn /koin/ noun 1. cereal plants such
as wheat or barley o a field of corn 2.
maize, a cereal crop which is grown in
many parts of the world o corn on the cob
the part of maize that has the seeds, boiled
and served hot, with butter and salt

@ corner /'komna/ noun a place where
two walls, streets or sides meet o The bank
is on the corner of London Road and New
Street. o Put the plant in the corner of the
room nearest the window. o The number is
in the top right-hand corner of the page. o
The motorbike went round the corner at
top speed. < to turn the corner 1. to go
from one street into another by turning left
or right o She turned the corner into the
main street. 2. to get better after being ill or
in a difficult situation o Our business af-
fairs seem to have turned the corner.

corner shop /'komns [op/ noun a small
general store in a town, sometimes on a
street corner

cornflakes /'ko:nfleiks/ plural noun a
breakfast food made of small dried pieces

of maize o I'll just have a bowl of corn-
flakes and a cup of coffee for breakfast.

cornflour /'koinflave/ noun a very
smooth type of flour made from maize,
used in cooking to make sauces thicker

coronary /'koron(o)ri/ (plural coronar-
ies) noun a coronary thrombosis (informal)
o He had a coronary and was rushed to
hospital.

coronation /koro'neif(o)n/ noun the
official ceremony at which a king, queen or
emperor is crowned

® coroner /'kprond/ noun a public offi-
cial, either a doctor or a lawyer, who tries
to find out the reason for a sudden or vio-
lent death

corporal /'ko:p(o)ral/ noun a rank in the
army below sergeant o The major ordered
the corporal to take down the flag.
corporal punishment /ko:p(o)ral
'pAanifmant/ noun an act of punishment by
hitting someone

@ corporate /'koip(o)rat/ adjrelating to
a company o Corporate responsibility rests
with the whole management. o Corporate
profits are down this year.
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@ corporation / ko:pa'rerf(o)n/ noun a
large company o Working for a big corpo-
ration can be rather impersonal.

® corps /ko:/ (plural same) noun a mili-
tary group or organised group

corpse /ko:ps/ noun a dead body

corpus /'ko:pas/ (plural corpora) noun 1.
all the works written by an author or about
an author o The library has a huge Dickens
corpus which is available to students. o
She is studying references to food in the
Shakespeare corpus. 2. the mass of text and
words stored in a computer o None of the
dictionaries in the list state where their
corpus comes from.

@ correct /ko'rekt/ adj 1. without any
mistakes o You have to give correct an-
swers to all the questions if you want to win
first prize. o If the information you gave us
is correct, we can finish the work by Thurs-
day. 2. right according to rules or standards
m verb (corrects, correcting, corrected) to
take away mistakes in something o You
must try to correct your driving mistakes,
or you will never pass the test. o The com-
puter keeps switching itself off — can you
correct this fault?

correction /ko'rek fon/ noun1. an action
that makes something correct [~to] o He
made a few small corrections to the letter.
2. the process of correcting something o
We drew up a timetable for the correction
of minor faults.

@ correctly /ka'rektli/ advwithout mak-
ing any mistakes

® correlate /'korolert/ (correlates, cor-
relating, correlated) verb to match or be
the same as something else [~with] o The
figures in your report do not correlate with
those I got from the warehouse.

® correlation / kora'lerf(o)n/ noun a
connection between things

correspond / kori'spond/ verb 1. to fit
with [~t0] o The findings correspond to my
own research. 2. to write letters to someone
[~with] o She corresponded for years with
this man living in New York whom she had
never met.

correspondence /kort'spondons/
noun 1. letters o The sisters had been car-
rying on a correspondence for years. 2. the
fact that one thing matches or is similar to
another [~between] o There isn’t much cor-
respondence between theory and practice.
correspondence course /kort
'spondons kois/ noun lessons given by
post

correspondent / kori'spondont/ noun
1. a journalist who writes articles for news-
papers or reports for television or radio on
a particular subject o a report from our
football correspondent o He is the Paris
correspondent of the ‘Telegraph’. 2. a per-
son who writes letters o A correspondent in
Australia sent us an email.
corresponding /kori'spondig/ adj
which relates to something

@® corridor /'korido:/ noun a long nar-
row passage o The ladies’ toilet is straight
ahead at the end of the corridor.
corroborate /ko'roborert/ (corrobo-
rates, corroborating, corroborated) verb
to support a statement, especially a state-
ment made in court, by giving information
that shows it is true

corrode /ko'roud/ (corrodes, corroding,
corroded) verb to damage or change a sub-
stance, e.g. by the effects of water, air or
chemicals

corrosion /ko'rou3(o)n/ noun the dam-
age caused to metals, e.g. by the effects of
water, air or chemicals

corrosive /ko'rousiv/ adj, noun which
eats away metal, or a substance which does
this

corrugated /'koragertid/ adj bent into
folds like waves

corrupt /ko'rapt/ (corrupts, corrupting,
corrupted) verb 1. to make someone dis-
honest or lacking in morals o ‘Power cor-
rupts, absolute power corrupts absolutely.
o He was accused of corrupting young
people. o He was corrupted by his rich
friends from college. 2. to cause mistakes in
computer data o The data on this disk has
been corrupted.

corruption /ko'rapfon/ noun 1. the
practice of paying money to someone, usu-
ally an official, so that he does what you
want o Bribery and corruption are difficult
to control. o Corruption in the civil service
will be rooted out. 2. the process of damag-
ing data o You have to watch out for cor-
ruption of data.

cortisone /'ko:tizoun/ noun an artificial
hormone used against arthritis and skin
problems such as allergies

cos /koz/ short for also ’cos because
(informal) o You've got to do what I say
"cos I'm bigger than you!

cosmetic /koz'metik/ adj which im-
proves someone’s or something’s appear-
ance

cosmetics /koz'metiks/ plural noun
substances which improve someone’s ap-
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pearance o My wife keeps all her cosmetics
in a little bag.

cosmetic surgery  /koz,metik
's3:dzori/ noun surgery to improve some-
one’s appearance

cosmic /'kozmik/ adj 1. referring to the
universe o Cosmic rays are radiation en-
tering the Earth’s atmosphere from outer
space. 2. very large, affecting the whole
world o A war which might reach cosmic
proportions.

cosmopolitan /kozmo'polit(o)n/ adj
1. made up of people from different parts
of the world o Berlin is a very cosmopoli-
tan city. 2. comfortable and confident in
different cities or with people of different
nationalities o Her cosmopolitan upbring-
ing has made her a very interesting person.
o Born in Canada, brought up in Hong
Kong and in England, by the age of ten he
was more cosmopolitan than other chil-
dren.

@ cost /kost/ noun a price which you
have to pay for something o What is the
cost of a return ticket to London? o Com-
puter costs are falling each year. m verb
(costs, costing, cost) to have as a price o
Potatoes cost 20p a kilo. o Petrol seems to
cost more all the time. < at all costs no
matter what happens o At all costs, we have
to be in Trafalgar Square by 12 o’clock. &
to cost an arm and a leg to be very expen-
sive o The repairs to his car cost him an
arm and a leg.

co-star /'kou stay/ noun the other leading
actor or actress in a film or play o His co-
star in the film was an Italian actress.
(NOTE: + co-star v)

cost-cutting /'kost  katig/ noun the
process of reducing costs, especially in a
business, or the actions taken
cost-effective /kostr 'fektrv/ adj
which gives value when compared with its
cost

costing /'kostip/ noun a calculation of a
selling price, based on the costs of making
a product

costly /'kostli/ adj very expensive
costume /'kostjuim/ noun a set of
clothes worn by an actor or actress o The
costumes for the film are magnificent.
costume drama /'kostju:m ,dra:mo/
noun a play set in a previous historical pe-
riod

costume jewellery  /'kostjurm
,d3zuzalri/ noun jewellery that does not
contain precious stones or metals

cosy /'kouzi/ (cosier, cosiest) adj com-
fortable and warm o An open log fire al-
ways makes a room feel cosy. o She
wrapped herself up in a blanket and made
herself cosy on the sofa.
cot /kot/ noun US a folding bed for camp-
ing
cot death /'kot de6/ noun an unex-
plained death of a sleeping baby (NOTE: The
US term is crib death.)
cottage /'kotidz/ noun a little house in
the country o We have a weekend cottage
in the mountains. o My mother lives in the
little cottage next to the post office.
cottage cheese / kotid3 't[izz/ noun a
very soft lumpy white cheese
cottage industry /kotid3 'indostri/
noun the practice of making products in the
workers’” homes
cotton /'koton/ noun 1. fibres made into
thread from the soft seed heads of a tropi-
cal plant 2. cloth made of cotton o I bought
some blue cotton to make a skirt. o He was
wearing a pair of cotton trousers.
cotton on phrasal verb to understand
[~to] (informal) o It was some time before
he cottoned on to what I meant.
® cotton wool / koton 'wul/ noun cot-
ton fibres used to clean the skin or wounds
or to apply lotion or disinfectant
couch /kauvt[/ noun a low bed o She lay
down on a couch in the lounge. m verb
(couches, couching, couched) to put
something in words o His letter was
couched in very formal language.
couch potato /'kaut [ po,tertou/ nouna
person who sits watching TV or videos all
day (slang disapproving)
® cough /kof/ noun the act of making a
noise by sending the air out of your lungs
suddenly, e.g. when you are ill o Take some
medicine if your cough is bad. o He gave a
little cough to attract the waitress’s atten-
tion. m verb (coughs, coughing, coughed)
to make a noise by sending air out of your
lungs suddenly, e.g. because you are ill o
The smoke from the fire made everyone
cough. o People with colds usually cough
and sneeze.
cough up phrasal verb 1. to bring up mat-
ter from your throat when coughing o
She became worried when the little girl
coughed up blood. 2. to pay (informal) o
When he was late with the rent, we sent
some people round to get him to cough

up.
® could /kad, kud/ modal verb 1. was or
would be able to o The old lady fell down
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and couldn’t get up. o You could still catch
the train if you ran. 2. was allowed to o The
policeman said he could go into the house.
3. used in asking someone to do something
o Could you pass me the salt, please? o
Could you shut the window? 4. might o The
new shopping centre could be finished by
Christmas. 5. used in making a suggestion
o You could always try borrowing money
from the bank. (NOTE: The negative is could
not or, especially in speaking, couldn’t.
Could is usually used with other verbs and
is not followed by to. Note also that could is
used as the past tense of can.)

couldn’t /'kud(o)nt/ contr could not

® council /'kavnsal/ noun 1. an elected
committee 2. an official group chosen to
work on or advise about a specific subject
0 a council set up to promote the arts in the
eastern region

council estate /'kaunssl 1,stert/ noun
an area where houses and flats have been
built by the local council and are available
at low rents

® councillor /'kaunsalo/ noun an elect-
ed member of a town council (NOTE: Do not
confuse with counsellor.)

council tax /'kavnsal teeks/ noun the
tax charged by a local council to help pay
for its services

counsel /'kavnsal/ noun 1. advice o I
should have listened to his wise counsels.
2.alawyer o counsel for the defence or de-
fence counsel o counsel for the prosecution
or prosecution counsel m verb (counsels,
counselling, counselled) to advise o She
counselled us against buying the house.
counselling /'kaunsalig/ noun the prac-
tice of giving advice about problems (NOTE:
The US spelling is counseling.)
counsellor /'kaunsala/ noun an adviser
(NOTE: The US spelling is counselor.)

@ count/kaunt/ verb (counts, counting,
counted) 1. to say numbers in order, e.g. 1,
2, 3,4 [~(up) to] o She’s only two and she
can count up to ten. o Count to five and
then start running. 2. to find out a total o
Did you count how many books there are in
the library? 3. to include when finding out
a total [~as/~towards] o There were sixty
people on the boat if you count the chil-
dren. o Did you my trip to New York count
as holiday? o Will this training count to-
wards my degree? o not counting not in-
cluding o There are three of us, not count-
ing the baby. o We have three computers,
not counting the old ones that don’t work
any more. 4. to be important o Every small

improvement we can achieve counts. o to
count for a lot to be very important o Your
appearance counts for a lot in an inter-
view. o to count for nothing not to be im-
portant m noun 1. the action of counting or
of adding 2. an amount of something, cal-
culated scientifically o Today there is a
high pollen count. ¢ to lose count to no
longer have any idea of a particular number
o I tried to add up all the sales figures but
lost count and had to start again. o I've
lost count of the number of times he’s left
his umbrella on the train.

count down phrasal verb to count back-

wards, e.g. 9, 8, 7, 6 o He counted down

the seconds to the launch.

count on phrasal verb to be sure that

someone will do something
countable /'’kauntob(o)l/ adj 1. which is
able to be counted 2. describing a noun that
is able to form a plural
countdown /'kauntdaun/ noun the ac-
tion of counting time backwards, especial-
ly before something takes place
® counter /'’kauntd/ noun 1. a long flat
surface in a shop for showing goods for
sale, or in a bank for passing over money o
She put her bag down on the counter and
took out her cheque book. o The cheese
counter is over there. 2. a small round disc
used in games o You've thrown a six — you
can move your counter six places. o She
placed a pile of counters on the board. m
verb (counters, countering, countered) 1.
to act or reply in an opposing way o The
adverts are designed to counter familiar
opinions about home and family. 2. to reply
in a way that opposes what has been said o
He accused her of laziness and she coun-
tered with a list of complaints about his
own behaviour.
counter- /kaunto/ prefix against, in re-
sponse
counteract /kauntor'®kt/ (counter-
acts, counteracting, counteracted) verb
to stop the effects of something
counter-attack /kavntors,tek/ noun
an attack against someone who has just at-
tacked you o 24 hours after the enemy at-
tack we launched a counter-attack. m verb
to attack in return o the enemy counter-at-
tacked fiercely
counterclockwise / kaunto
'klokwaiz/ adv US in the opposite direc-
tion to the hands of a clock
counterfeit /'kavntofit/ adj (of money,
art or documents) false, not real o The po-
lice have warned shopkeepers that coun-
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terfeit £20 notes are in circulation. o You
can see stands in Oxford Street selling
counterfeit jewellery. m verb (counterfeits,
counterfeiting, counterfeited) to make
imitation money o Are the new £10 notes
more difficult to counterfeit than the old
ones? o Only very sophisticated printing
machines can be used to counterfeit ban-
knotes. m noun a thing which has been
forged o There is something wrong with
this passport — in fact it may be a counter-
feit.

counterfoil /'kauntafo1l/ noun a slip of
paper which you keep after giving some-
one a cheque

counterpart /'’kavntopa:t/ noun a per-
son who has a similar job or who is in a
similar situation

counter-productive /kaunto pro
‘dakt1v/ adj which has the opposite effect
to what you want

countess /'kauntis/ noun 1. (in Europe-
an aristocracy) the wife of a count 2. (in the
British aristocracy) the wite of an earl
countless /'kauntlos/ adj very many
count noun /'’kaunt navn/ noun a noun
that can be used with ‘a’ or ‘an’ and has a
plural form

@ country /'kantri/ (plural countries)
noun1. an area of land which is has borders
and governs itself o the countries of the EU
o Some African countries voted against the
plan. 2. land which is not in a town o He
lives in the country. o We went walking in
the country. o Road travel is difficult in
country areas. (NOTE: no plural in this
sense)

country club /kantri 'klab/ noun a
club in the country, usually offering special
sports facilities such as golf or horse riding
country house / kantri 'haus/ noun a
large house in the country, with gardens
and a park, and sometimes a farm
countryman /'kantrimon/ (plural coun-
trymen) noun 1. a person who lives in the
country, not in the town o Countrymen are
protesting about the new tax. 2. a person
who comes from the same country as you
o He felt ashamed of his countrymen when
he saw them fighting at the football stadi-
um.

country music /kantri 'mjuizik/,
country and western /kantri on
'‘weston/ noun a style of music popular in
the southeastern United States, especially
Tennessee

@® countryside /'kantrisaid/ noun land
which is not in a town o the beautiful Eng-

lish countryside in spring o The country-
side is in danger of being covered in new
houses. (NOTE: no plural)

@® county /'kaunti/ (plural counties)
noun a district that has some powers of
government over local matters

coup /ku/, cowp noun 1. the act of taking
over a government by force [~against] o a
failed coup against the military regime Full
form coup d’état 2. a great success, a suc-
cessful move [~for] o Getting the Minister
of Education to open the school exhibition
was a coup for the organisers.

® couple /'’kap(®)l/ noun 1. two things
together 2. two people together o They are
a charming couple. o Several couples
strolled past hand in hand. m verb (cou-
ples, coupling, coupled) 1. to connect two
different things o High tides coupled with
strong winds caused flooding along the
coast. 2. to join two machines together o
Couple the trailer to the back of the truck.
o acouple of 1. two o Theyve got a couple
of children. 2. a few o The film lasted a
couple of hours.

coupon /'ku:pon/ noun a piece of paper
which is used in place of money or in place
of a ticket

courage /'karidz/ noun the ability to
deal with a dangerous or unpleasant situa-
tion o She showed great courage in attack-
ing the burglar. o I didn’t have the courage
to disagree with him. (NOTE: no plural)
courageous /ko'rerdzos/ adjbrave
courgette /ko:'zet/ noun the young fruit
of the marrow

courier /'kuria/ noun 1. a person who
carries messages o a motorcycle courier 2.
a guide for tourists on a package tour o We
were met at the airport by a courier. o The
courier tried hard to deal with all our com-
plaints about the hotel.

@ course /ko:s/ noun 1. a series of les-
sons [~in] o I'm taking a maths course. o
The hotel offers weekend courses in a vari-
ety of arts and crafts. 2. a series of medical
treatments o He’s taking a course of anti-
biotics. 3. a separate part of a meal o a five-
course meal o The first course is soup, and
then you can have either fish or roast lamb.
4. the direction in which someone or some-
thing, especially a vehicle, is moving in, or
will move in ¢ in due course after a cer-
tain amount of time o If you study for sev-
eral years at college, in due course you will
get a degree. o Put a coin in the slot and in
due course the machine will produce a tick-
et. & in the course of during a period of
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time o He’s got much richer in the course
of the last few years.

coursebook /'koisbuk/ noun a book
used by students taking a certain course
coursework /'korswaik/ noun work
which students must complete during an
academic course

@ court /ko:t/ noun 1. a room with a
judge who tries criminals, sometimes with
ajury o The court was packed for the open-
ing of the murder trial. o Please tell the
court what you saw when you opened the
door. o The defendant was in court for
three hours. o to take someone to court to
arrange for someone to come to a court to
end an argument 2. an area where sports
such as tennis or basketball are played o
The tennis courts are behind the hotel. o to
be on court to be playing tennis 3. a group
of people living round a king or queen
court case /'ko:t keis/ noun a legal ac-
tion or trial

courteous /'k3:tios/ adj polite

courtesy /'ks:itosi/ noun politeness o
The hotel staff showed us every courtesy. o
She might have had the courtesy to apolo-
gise. o Children should show some courte-
sy towards their grandparents. ¢ (by) cour-
tesy of as a gift from, or with the kind per-
mission of o a box of chocolates by
courtesy of the management o He arrived
home two hours late, courtesy of the train
service.

court-martial /ko:t 'ma:f(e)l/ (plural
courts-martial or court-martials) noun1.a
court which tries someone serving in the
armed forces for offences against military
discipline o He was found guilty by court-
martial and sentenced to imprisonment. 2.
the trial of someone serving in the armed
forces by the armed forces authorities o
The court-martial was held in the army
headquarters. (NOTE: + court-martial v)
court order /'’ko:t ,5:do/ noun an order
issued by a judge

courtroom /'ko:truim/ noun a room
where a judge holds a trial

courtship /'ko:tfip/ noun 1. a period
when a man and a woman form a romantic
relationship before getting married 2. a
special display put on by animals to attract
the opposite sex

courtyard /'ko:tjard/ noun a small
square area surrounded by buildings
couscous /'kuiskurs/ noun 1. a food
made of small grains of wheat 2. a dish of
meat and couscous

® cousin /'kaz(s)n/ noun the son or
daughter of your uncle or aunt
cove /kouv/ noun a small bay o Do you
remember the small cove where we loved to
go swimming?
covenant /'kavonant/ noun a legal con-
tract
@ cover /'’kavo/ noun 1. something that
you put over something else to protect it or
keep it clean 2. the front and back of a book
or magazine o She read the book from cov-
er to cover. 3. a place where you can hide
or shelter o They ran for cover when it
started to rain. o to take cover to find a
place to shelter from something such as
rain o It started to rain and they took cover
under a tree. o When the robbers started
shooting, the policeman took cover behind
a wall. m verb (covers, covering, covered)
1. to put something over something else to
keep it clean o You should cover the furni-
ture with sheets before you start painting
the ceiling. 2. to hide something [~with] o
He covered the hole in the ground with
branches. o She covered her face with her
hands. 3. to travel a certain distance o They
made good progress, covering twenty miles
a day. ¢ under cover under a roof, not in
the open air o If it rains the meal will be
served under cover.
cover up phrasal verb 1. to cover some-
thing completely o He covered up the
mark on the wall with white paint. 2. to
try to hide something that someone has
done wrong [~for] o The staff tried to cov-
er up for their boss’s absence.
cover girl /'kavo g3:l/ noun a female
model whose picture appears on the front
cover of a magazine
covering /'kav(e)rig/ noun a thing
which covers
covering letter / kavoriy 'leto/ noun a
letter explaining what is enclosed with it
covert /'kouvat, 'kavet/ adj hidden or
secret
cover-up /'kavar Ap/ noun the hiding of
a scandal
cover version /'’kavo ,va:[(a)n/ noun a
new version of a song, recorded by some-
one other than the original singer
covet /'kavaot/ (covets, coveting, covet-
ed) verb to want something which belongs
to someone else
coveted /'kavotid/ adj which everyone
wants
@ cow /kauv/ noun a large female farm an-
imal, kept to give milk o a field of cows o
The farmer was milking a cow.
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coward /'kauad/ noun a person who is
not brave

cowardice /'kavodis/ noun the state of
not being brave

cowardly /'kavadli/ adj not brave
cowboy hat /'kaubor haet/ noun a large
wide-brimmed hat worn by cowboys
cower /'kauo/ (cowers, cowering, cow-
ered) verb to crouch down because you are
afraid

co-worker /'kou ,w3iko/ noun someone
who shares their work with one or more
people

coy /kov/ adj timid or shy

coyote /ko1'outi/ noun an American wild
animal, like a small wolf

crabby /'krebi/ adj bad-tempered

® crack /krak/ noun 1. a sharp sound o
the crack of a whip o The crack of a twig
behind her made her turn round. 2. a long
thin break in a surface o A crack appeared
in the ceiling. o Her ring fell down a crack
in the floorboards. o The field is so dry it is
full of cracks. m verb (cracks, cracking,
cracked) 1. to make a sharp sound o A rwig
cracked as he stepped on it. 2. to make a
long thin break in something o The stone
cracked the glass.

crackdown /'krakdavn/ noun a cam-
paign against something (informal)
cracker /'kraka/ noun 1. a little firework
which makes a series of bangs o Crackers
were going off all round the procession to
the temple. 2. a colourful paper tube which
makes a little bang when it is pulled, given
at Christmas parties

crackle /'krak(a)l/ (crackles, crackling,
crackled) verb to make little dry sounds,
like something burning o The bonfire
crackled away in a corner of the garden.
crackling /'kraklig/ noun hard baked
pork skin

cradle /'kreid(o)l/ noun 1. a baby’s bed
which can be rocked o She rocked the baby
to sleep in its cradle. 2. a support for a
piece of machinery 3. a place where some-
thing started o Greece is the cradle of West-
ern civilisation. m verb (cradles, cradling,
cradled) to hold something gently in your
arms or hands o The little girl was cradling
her doll.

craft /kra:ft/ noun 1. the skill of making
something by hand o traditional rural
crafts such as thatching o He learnt the
craft of furniture-making as a boy. 2. a ship
o The sleek craft slipped out of harbour. o
All sizes of craft took part in the rescue.

craftsman /'kra:ftsmon/ (plural crafts-
men) noun an artist who is expert at mak-
ing things by hand
craftsmanship /'kra:ftsmon|ip/ noun
the skill of a craftsman
craftswoman /'kra:ftswomon/ (plural
craftswomen) noun a woman who is ex-
pert at making things by hand
® crafty /'kra:fti/ (craftier, craftiest) adj
good at getting the things you want, often
in a way that is not completely honest
(NOTE: + craftily adv)
crag /krag/ noun a steep cliff
® cram /krem/ (crams, cramming,
crammed) verb 1. to squeeze something
into a small space o She crammed all her
clothes into a little suitcase. o Don’t try to
cram so many interviews into one day. 2. to
learn facts hurriedly before an examination
o Everybody’s at home cramming for their
finals.
cramp /kramp/ noun a pain in a tight
muscle which will not relax o He went
swimming and got cramp in the cold water.
o She woke up with cramp in her right leg.
cramped /kraempt/ adj too small or too
close together o On some planes, the seats
are very cramped.
cranberry /'kranb(o)ri/ (plural cranber-
ries) noun a bitter wild red berry, used to
make a sharp sweet sauce or drink
crane /krem/ noun a tall metal piece of
equipment for lifting heavy things o The
container slipped as the crane was lifting it
onto the ship.
cranium /'kremiom/ noun the bones
covering the top part of the head
crank /kregk/ noun 1. a metal arm with a
right angle, often mounted on a shaft o
You’ll need a crank to start the engine. 2. a
very strange person o She’s a bit of a crank
when it comes to food, because there are so
many things she won't eat.

crank out phrasal verb to produce a se-

ries of things as if by a machine (informal)
® crash /kref/ noun 1. an accident
where vehicles are damaged o He was
killed in a train crash. o None of the pas-
sengers was hurt in the coach crash. o His
car was badly damaged in the crash. 2. a
loud noise when something falls over o
The ladder fell down with a crash. o There
was a loud crash in the kitchen. 3. the col-
lapse of a company o He lost all his sav-
ings in the bank crash. 4. the complete
breakdown of a computer m verb (crashes,
crashing, crashed) 1. (of vehicles) to hit
something and be damaged [~against/in-
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to/through etc] o The bus crashed into a
wall. 2. to fall, making a loud noise
[~against/into/through etc] o The wall came
crashing down. o The ladder crashed onto
the floor. 3. (of a company) to collapse o He
lost all his savings when the bank crashed.
4. (of a computer) to stop working o The
hard disk has crashed but we think the data
can be retrieved.

crash barrier /'kre[ bario/ noun a
strong fence to prevent cars from running
off the road

crash course /'kraf kois/ noun a
course of fast hard study

crash helmet /'kref helmit/ noun a
hard hat worn by motorcyclists
crash-landing /kre [ 'l&ndig/ noun the
act of landing a plane heavily, without us-
ing the wheels

crass /kraes/ adj rude, stupid or coarse,
not caring about what people think

crate /kreit/ noun 1. a large wooden box
o The dinner set arrived safely, carefully
packed in a wooden crate. 2. a container
for bottles o a beer crate o The office or-
ders a crate of milk every day.

crater /'kre1to/ noun 1. a hole made by a
bomb o Over the winter, the bomb craters
filled up with rainwater. 2. a round hole at
the top of a volcano o A group of scientists
flew over the crater to monitor the activity
of the volcano. 3. around hole on the Moon
or a planet, where a meteorite has hitito A
map of the craters of the Moon.

crave /krerv/ (craves, craving, craved)
verb to want something very much
craving /'krerviy/ noun a strong desire
crawl /kro:l/ verb (crawls, crawling,
crawled) 1. to move around on your hands
and knees o The baby has just started to
crawl. 2. to travel along slowly o The traf-
fic was crawling along. m noun 1. a very
slow speed o The traffic on the motorway
was reduced to a crawl. 2. a swimming
style where each arm goes over your head
in turn o He won the 100m crawl. (NOTE: no
plural)

crayon /'kreipn/ noun a coloured wax
stick, used especially by children for draw-
ing

craze /kreiz/ noun a new fashion [~for] o
the current craze for purple shoes
crazed /kreizd/ adj behaving wildly

® crazy /'kreizi/ adj 1. not sensible o Ir
was a crazy idea to go mountain-climbing
in sandals. 2. very enthusiastic about
something or someone [~ about] o He’s
crazy about her. o She’s crazy about ball-

room dancing. ¢ to drive someone crazy
to have an effect on someone so that they
become very annoyed o The noise is driv-
ing me crazy. o All this work is driving her
crazy.

creak /kritk/ verb (creaks, creaking,
creaked) to make a squeaky noise m noun a
noise like that of wood moving o She heard
a creak on the stairs and sat up in bed.
(NOTE: Do not confuse with creek.)

@ cream /krim/ noun 1. the thick yellow
part of milk, full of fat o I like strawberries
and cream. 2. any soft smooth substance
used, e.g. for cleaning or for protecting the
skin o face cream o shaving cream o shoe
cream 3. the colour of cream m adj of a yel-
low-white colour o He was wearing a
cream shirt. o Do you like our new cream
carpet?

cream cheese /kriim 't [i:z/ noun a soft
white cheese

crease /kriis/ noun 1. a mark made in
cloth by ironing o Trousers should have a
crease in front. 2. a mark made by folding
accidentally o She ironed his shirts to re-
move the creases. m verb (creases, creas-
ing, creased) to make folds accidentally in
something o After two hours in the car, my
skirt was badly creased and had to be
pressed.

creased /kriist/ adj showing creases
from having been crushed or folded o
Hang up your clothes as soon as you arrive
otherwise everything will stay creased.

(@ create /kri'eit/ (creates, creating,
created) verb to make or invent something
o a government scheme which aims at cre-
ating new jobs for young people

@ creation /kri'erf(o)n/ noun 1. the act
of making or inventing something o Our
aim is the creation of new jobs for young
unemployed people. 2. something which
has been made, especially something artis-
tic or unusual

® creative /kri'ertiv/ adj full of ideas,
always making something o He’s a very
creative child.

creative writing /kriertiv 'rartig/
noun the writing of stories, poems and oth-
er works of the imagination

® creativity / krizer'tiviti/ noun being
full of ideas, always creating things
creator /kri'eito/ noun a person who
makes or invents something

® creature /'kriit[o/ noun 1. an animal,
especially one that you don’t know a name
for o Lift any stone and you'll find all sorts
of little creatures underneath. o We try not
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to harm any living creature. o Some sea
creatures live in holes in the sand. 2. an im-
aginary animal or living being

creche /kref/ noun a special room or
building where babies and small children
can be looked after, often on a company’s
premises

credence /'kri:d(o)ns/ noun a belief that
something is correct or true

credentials /kri'denfslz/ plural noun
letters or documents which describe a per-
son’s qualities and skills o The new pro-
duction manager has very impressive cre-
dentials.

® credibility /kredi'biliti/ noun the
quality of being able to be believed
credible /'kredib(a)l/ adj which can be
believed

@® credit /'kredit/ noun 1. praise for
something which is well deserved [~for] o
The professor took all the credit for the in-
vention. 2. the length of time given to pay
for something o We give purchasers six
months’ credit. 3. the side of an account
showing money that you have got or which
is owed to you o We paid in £100 to the
credit of Mr Smith. m plural noun credits
the list of people who helped to make a
film or TV programme o Her name ap-
pears in the credits. m verb (credits, credit-
ing, credited) to pay money into an ac-
count o fo credit an account with £100 or
to credit £100 to an account ¢ on credit
without paying immediately o We bought
the dining room furniture on credit.
creditable /'kreditob(a)l/ adj which
does you credit, which should be praised
credit card /'kredit ka:d/ noun a plastic
card which allows you to borrow money
and to buy goods without paying for them
immediately

credit limit /'kredit \limit/ noun the
maximum amount of money that a custom-
eris allowed to spend on credit or charge to
their credit card

@ creditor /'kredito/ noun a person who
is owed money

creed /kri:d/ noun a statement of what
you believe o Retraining for the unem-
ployed is one of the government’s creeds.
creek /kri:k/ noun US a small river < up
the creek in a difficult situation (informal)
o If we don’t get any money by tomorrow
evening we’ll all be up the creek.

creep /kri:p/ (creeps, creeping, crept or
creeped) verb 1. to move around quietly o
They crept softly down the stairs. o to
creep up on someone to come up close be-

hind someone without that person realising
it 2. to move slowly o The traffic was
creeping along the motorway because of
the fog. < to give someone the creeps to
make someone feel nervous and uncom-
fortable o I don’t like that teacher — he
gives me the creeps.

creepy /'kriipi/ (creepier, creepiest) adj
which makes you feel strangely uncom-
fortable (informal)

cremate /kri'mert/ (cremates, cremat-
ing, cremated) verb to burn a dead body
(NOTE: + cremation n)

crematorium /krema'toiriom/ noun a
place where the bodies of dead people are
burnt (NOTE: The US term is crematory.)
crepe paper /kreip 'peipa/, crépe pa-
per noun slightly crinkly coloured paper
crept /krept/ past tense and past partici-
ple of creep

crescendo /kr1'fendou/ noun 1. an in-
crease in sound, especially in music o to
rise to or reach a crescendo to become
much louder o The music suddenly rose to
a crescendo. 2. a rising to reach a high
point o A crescendo of complaints came
into the office. o Protests from the public
reached a crescendo with a march on
Downing Street.

crescent /'krez(a)nt/ noun 1. a curved
shape, like a new moon o The new moon
hung like a silver crescent over the lake. 2.
a street which forms a semicircle o the
beautiful 18th-century houses in Bath’s fa-
mous crescents

crest /krest/ noun 1. the highest point
along the length of a mountain or a wave o
Follow the path along the crest of the hill —
the view is splendid. o The crests of some
of the waves reached 30 feet. 2. the highest
point of something o When the president
was elected he was at the crest of his pop-
ularity. 3. the feathers on the head of a bird
o a striking black cockerel with a red crest
o A peacock has a tall coloured crest. 4. a
coat of arms o His family crest is a red lion.
o His college crest is still hanging on his
bedroom wall.

crevasse /kro'vas/ noun a deep crack in
hard ground

crevice /'krevis/ noun a small crack in a
rock or wall

@ crew /kru:/ noun the people who work
on a vehicle such as boat or aircraft o The
lifeboat rescued the crew of the sinking
ship. o The plane was carrying 125 pas-
sengers and a crew of six.
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crewman /'krurmon/ noun a man who is
a member of a ship’s crew

crew neck /'kru: nek/ noun a sweater
with a tight round neck

crib /krib/ noun 1. US a baby’s bed 2. a
model of the scene of the first Christmas
displayed in a church at Christmas 3. a
word-for-word translation or list of an-
swers to help a student with homework

crick /krik/ noun a pain in the neck or
back

® cricket /'krikit/ noun a game played
between two teams of eleven players using
bats and a hard ball o We haven’t played
much cricket this year — the weather has
been too bad. o We are going to a cricket
match this afternoon.

cricketer /'krikita/ noun a person who
plays cricket

cried /kraid/ past tense and past participle
of cry

cries /kraiz/ 3rd person singular present
of cry

@® crime /kraim/ noun 1. illegal behav-
iour o We must try to reduce the levels of
crime in the inner cities. o The government
is trying to deal with the problem of crime
on the streets or with the street crime prob-
lem. 2. a specific illegal act o More crimes
are committed at night than during the
daytime.

crime wave /'kraim werv/ noun an in-
crease in the number of crimes

@® criminal /'’krimin(o)l/ adj referring to
illegal acts o the criminal justice system o
Stealing is a criminal offence. m noun a per-
son who commits a crime

criminalise /'kriminolaiz/ (criminalis-
es, criminalising, criminalised), criminal-
ize verb to make something illegal
criminal law /krimin(s)l 'lo:/ noun
laws which deal with crimes against the
law of the land, which are punished by the
state. Compare civil law

criminal record /krimin(o)l 'reko:d/
noun a police record that lists any crimes
that a person has been arrested for
crimson /'’krimzan/ adj deep bright red
cringe /krindz/ (cringes, cringing,
cringed) verb 1. to bend to avoid a blow o
The little boy cringed when he heard his fa-
ther shouting. 2. to be embarrassed o See-
ing the boss trying to make jokes just
makes me cringe. o She cringed when her
son started to play the violin.

crinkle /'krigk(a)l/ (crinkles, crinkling,
crinkled) verb to fold or crush something,
making many small creases

cripple /'krip(o)l/ noun a person who is
disabled or has difficulty in walking (offen-
sive) o Cripples sat outside the hotel, beg-
ging for money from tourists. m verb (crip-
ples, crippling, crippled) 1. to disable
someone o He was crippled in a mining ac-
cident. 2. to prevent something from work-
ing o The explosion crippled the super-
tanker and she drifted towards the rocks. o
The bus and rail strike has crippled the
capital’s transport system.

@ crisis /'kraisis/ (plural crises) noun a
serious situation where decisions have to
be taken very quickly [~in] o an interna-
tional crisis o a crisis in education

crisp /krisp/ adj 1. (of food) hard, able to
be broken into pieces and making a noise
when you bite it o These biscuits are not
crisp any more, they have gone soft. o Pick
an apple off the tree, they're really very
crisp. 2. cold and sunny o It was a beautiful
crisp morning, with frost glinting on the
grass. o She could see her breath in the
crisp mountain air.

criss-cross /'kris kros/ verb to go back-
wards and forwards in different directions
o We dodged through the cars, bicycles,
carts and pedestrians criss-crossing the
street.

@ criterion /krar'tiorion/ (plural crite-
ria) noun the standard by which things are
judged o Does the candidate satisfy all our
criteria?

@ critic /'kritik/ noun1. a person who ex-
amines something and comments on it, es-
pecially a person who writes comments on
new plays and films for a newspaper o
She’s the TV critic of the ‘Times’. o The
film was praised by all the critics. 2. a per-
son who says that something is bad or
wrong o The chairman tried to answer his
critics at the meeting.

@® critical /'kritik(9)l/ adj 1. dangerous
and difficult o With the enemy attacking on
all sides, our position was becoming criti-
cal. 2. extremely important o He made a
critical decision to break off the negotia-
tions. 3. very serious o The pilot of the
plane was in a critical condition last night.
o The hospital said that her condition was
critical. 4. criticising someone or some-
thing o The report was highly critical of the
minister.

critical mass / kritik(s)l 'mas/ noun
the minimum size that something must
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reach before it can operate successfully,
e.g. the number of customers needed be-
fore a business can begin to make money
® criticise /'kritisaiz/ (criticises, criti-
cising, criticised), criticize verb to say that
something or someone is bad or wrong o
She criticised their lack of interest and en-
thusiasm. o The design of the new car has
been criticised.
@ criticism /'kr1t1s1z(9)m/ noun an un-
favourable comment or comments o There
was a lot of criticism of the government’s
plan.
® critique /kr1'titk/ noun a piece of care-
ful literary criticism
croak /krouk/ (croaks, croaking,
croaked) verb to make a deep sound o The
frogs started croaking in the pond. (NOTE: +
croak n)
crochet /'kroufer/ (crochets, crochet-
ing, crocheted) verb to make something
out of wool, using a hooked needle o Who
crocheted the beautiful jumper you are
wearing?
crockery /'krokari/ noun cups, saucers
and plates made from pottery
crocodile /'krokodail/ noun a large rep-
tile which lives in or near rivers and lakes
and eats other animals o Crocodiles lay on
the banks of the river waiting for the ani-
mals to come to drink.
crocus /'kroukas/ (plural crocuses or
croci) noun a little spring flower, in various
colours, especially yellow and purple
croissant /'kwaspy/ noun a rolled pas-
try, made in a curved shape
crony /'kroauni/ (plural cronies) noun an
old friend (disapproving)
cronyism /'krouniiz(d)m/ noun giving
jobs to your old friends (disapproving)
crook /kruk/ noun 1. a dishonest dealer o
I don’t trust the government — they’re a
bunch of crooks. o That secondhand car
dealer is a bit of a crook. 2. a bend o She
held the baby in the crook of her arm.
crooked /'krukid/ adjbent, not straight o
That picture is crooked.
croon /kruin/ (croons, crooning,
crooned) verb to sing in a soft voice
@® crop /krop/ noun plants such as vegeta-
bles or cereals grown for food o The bad
weather has set the crops back by three
weeks. o We had a wonderful crop of pota-
toes or a wonderful potato crop this year.
crop up phrasal verb to happen suddenly
(informal)

croquet /'krouki/ noun a game played on
grass

@ cross /krps/ verb (crosses, crossing,
crossed) 1. to go across something to the
other side o She just crossed the road with-
out looking to see if there was any traffic
coming. 2. to put one thing across another
o He crossed his arms and looked annoyed.
o She sat down and crossed her legs. o The
road crosses the railway line about 10km
from here. m noun a shape made where one
line has another going across it [~between/]
o Write your name where I have put a
cross. m adj angry o The teacher will be
cross with you for missing school. o Don’t
be cross — the children were only trying to
help.
cross off, cross out® phrasal verb to
draw a line through something which has
been written to show that it should not be
there

crossbar /'krosba:/ noun 1. a bar which
goes across a space, especially a bar which
goes between the posts forming a goal o
He kicked the ball over the crossbar and
converted the try. o He almost scored, but
the ball hit the crossbar. 2. a bar which
crosses the frame of a man’s bicycle, from
the seat to the steering column o She sat on
his crossbar. o Girls’ bicycles normally
don’t have crossbars.

crossbow /'krpsbau/ noun a weapon
which fires bolts

crossed cheque /krost 'tfek/ noun a
cheque which has two lines drawn across it
and can only be paid into a bank
cross-examination /kros 1gzemi
'‘ne1f(9)n/ noun the questioning of wit-
nesses called by the other side in a case
(NOTE: + cross-examine V)

cross-eyed / kros 'aid/ adj with eyes
that do not face forwards, but look inwards
towards the nose (offensive)

crossfire /'krosfara/ noun gunfire from
two directions, so that the fire crosses

® crossing /'krosiy/ noun 1. an occa-
sion of going across to the other side of an
area of water o How long is the crossing
from England to Germany? 2. a place
where you go across safely o Cars have to
take care at the railway crossing.
cross-legged /kros 'legd/ adj, adv with
one ankle over the other o He was sitting
cross-legged on the floor.

crossover /'krpsouve/ noun the situa-
tion where one style mixes with another or
becomes popular with a different kind of
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audience o He made the crossover from pi-
anist to conductor without any difficulty.
cross-reference /kros 'ref(o)rons/
noun a note in a reference book telling the
reader to look in another part of the book
for further information o Please, check all
cross-references for accuracy. o Cross-ref-
erences are not only useful to readers but
also save time. m verb to refer to something
in another part of a text

crossroads /'krosroudz/ noun a place
where one road crosses another
cross-section /'kros ,sekfon/ noun1. a
diagram made to show the inside of some-
thing, as if it had been cut through o The
picture shows a cross-section of the Chan-
nel Tunnel. o Diagram 4 is a cross-section
of a diesel engine. 2. a typical group of
people o The team consulted a cross-sec-
tion of the public in the shopping centre.
cross-trainer /kros 'trema/ noun 1. a
shoe designed for more than one sporting
activity 2. an exercise machine intended to
develop many different groups of muscles
cross-training /kros 'treiniy/ noun
training in different sports such as running
and weightlifting, usually in order to im-
prove performance in one of the sports
crosswalk /'krpswo:k/ noun US a place
where you can walk safely across a street
crossword /'krosws:d/, crossword
puzzle noun a puzzle where small squares
have to be filled with letters to spell words
crotch /krot [/ noun a place between the
tops of your legs

crotchety /'krot [1ti/ adj irritable

® crouch /krautf/ (crouches, crouch-
ing, crouched) verb to bend down low o
He crouched in the bottom of the boat. o
She crouched down to talk to the child.
crouton /'kru:ton/ noun a crunchy cube
of fried bread used as a garnish

crow /krou/ noun a large black bird o The
crows make such a noise in the trees that it
wakes us up. m verb (crows, crowing,
crowed or crew, crowed) 1. (of a cock) to
make a loud call o The sound of the cock
crowing woke them all up. 2. to boast about
something [~about] < as the crow flies in a
straight line o It’s only a couple of miles as
the crow flies, but since there’s no bridge
over the river, it takes over half an hour to
drive there.

crowbar /'krouba:/ noun a heavy metal
bar for opening boxes and lifting things

@ crowd /kravd/ noun a very large
number of people together o A crowd of
schoolchildren went past. o Someone in the

crowd outside the cinema shouted a warn-
ing. o Let’s get an early train home to
avoid the crowds after work. m verb
(crowds, crowding, crowded) to group to-
gether [~round/around/~into] o The children
were crowding round their teacher. o All
the rugby fans crowded into the pub.

@® crowded /'kravdid/ adj full of a large
number of people o The town gets very
crowded during the holiday season. o The
stands were crowded before the game
started.

® crown /kraun/ noun a round metal dec-
oration that a king or queen wears on his or
her head m verb (crowns, crowning,
crowned) 1. to make someone king or
queen by placing a crown on his or her
head o The Queen was crowned in West-
minster Abbey. 2. to be a very good end to
a set of things that happen o He crowned
his career by winning a gold medal. ¢ to
crown it all used to refer to the last of sev-
eral bad things to happen o To crown it all,
he lost his car keys.

crowning /'kravniy/ adj representing
outstanding achievement

@® crucial /'’kru:[(9)l/ adj extremely im-
portant o It is crucial that the story be kept
out of the papers.

crucifix /'kruzsifiks/ noun a cross with a
figure of Jesus Christ on it

crucifixion / kru:st'fik fon/ noun the act
of killing a person by nailing him to a cross
crucify /kruisifar/ (crucifies, crucify-
ing, crucified) verb 1. to nail someone to a
cross as a punishment o Christ was cruci-
fied between two thieves. 2. to criticise
someone sharply o My brother would cru-
cify me if he knew I had used his car with-
out asking him. o I can’t call her now,
she’d crucify me if I woke her up.

@ cruel /'kru:ol/ (crueller, cruellest) adj
making a person or animal suffer [~to] o
You mustn’t be cruel to your new puppy.
@® cruelty /'kru:slti/ noun the act of be-
ing cruel [~to] o The zoo keeper was ac-
cused of cruelty to animals.

cruise /kru:z/ noun a holiday consisting
of a long journey in a ship, stopping at dif-
ferent places o When he retired they went
on a cruise round the Mediterranean. m
verb (cruises, cruising, cruised) to go in a
boat from place to place o They spent May
cruising in the Mediterranean. o The ship
cruised from island to island.

cruise missile / kru:z 'misail/ noun a
long-range guided missile
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cruiser /'kru:za/ noun a large warship,
smaller than a battleship o How many
cruisers can the Navy send to the war
zone?

crumb /kram/ noun a small piece that has
broken off some dry food such as bread,
cake or biscuits

crumble /'krambal/ (crumbles, crum-
bling, crumbled) verb 1. to break up into
small pieces, or to break something up into
small pieces o If you make it too dry it will
Jjust crumble when you eat it. o He picked
up a lump of dry earth and crumbled it be-
tween his fingers. 2. to collapse o As the
witness said what he had seen, the defend-
ant’s case crumbled. o All her confidence
began to crumble.

crumple /'krampal/ (crumples, crum-
pling, crumpled) verb 1. to crush or to
screw something up into a ball o I heard
him crumple up the paper and throw it into
the wastepaper basket. 2. to become full of
lines or folds o Her shirt was crumpled be-
cause she had been lying on the grass. o
The box was full of crumpled bits of paper.
crunch /krant |/ verb (crunches, crunch-
ing, crunched) 1. to bite something hard,
making a loud noise o She was crunching
an apple when the phone rang. 2. to crush
something hard or dry o The gravel
crunched under his boots. m noun 1. the
sound of something hard or dry being
crushed 2. a situation when something
must happen or be decided (informal) o The
crunch will come when the firm has no
cash to pay the wages. < if or when it
comes to the crunch if or when a point of
decision is reached o When it came to the
crunch, the other side backed down.
crunchy /'krant i/ adj which makes a
noise when you are eating

crusade /kru:'seid/ noun a strong action
to stop or change something [~against] o
The government has launched a crusade
against drugs.

crush /kraf/ noun 1. a mass of people o
She was hurt in the crush of people trying
to get to the exit. o He lost his briefcase in
the crush on the train. 2. o to have a crush
on someone to have a feeling of love for
someone you do not know very well
(informal) o She had a crush on her tennis
coach.

crushing /'kra[1/ adj which takes away
all hope

crust /krast/ noun 1. a hard outer layer
that covers something softer 2. the hard
outside layer of bread o You can cut the

crusts off the sandwiches. 3. the layer of
pastry on top of a pie 4. the outer layer of
the Earth

crusty /'krasti/ (crustier, crustiest) adj
1. with a hard outside layer o We had an ex-
cellent salad with a glass of wine and a
piece of fresh crusty bread. 2. getting angry
easily o The club is full of crusty old men
nodding in leather armchairs.

crutch /krat [/ noun a strong support for a
patient with an injured leg, formed of a
stick with a holding bar or a T-bar which
fits under the shoulder

crux /kraks/ noun the central point of a
problem

@ cry /krav/ verb (cries, crying, cried) 1.
to have tears coming out of your eyes o The
baby cried when her mother took away her
toys. o Cutting up onions makes me cry. o
Many people were crying when they left the
cinema. 2. to call out o ‘Hello there, she
cried. m noun (plural cries) 1. a loud shout
[~of/~for] o a cry of pain o No one heard
her cries for help. 2. a sound made by a
bird or other animal

crypt /kript/ noun a cellar under a church
cryptic /'kriptik/ adj secret and mysteri-
ous

crystal /'kristal/ noun a solid chemical
substance with a regular shape o The salt
formed crystals at the bottom of the jar.
crystal ball / kristol 'bo:l/ noun a for-
tune teller’s glass ball, regarded as a means
of predicting what will happen in the future
crystal clear /kristol 'klito/ adj very
clear, simple to understand

crystallise /'kristolaiz/ (crystallises,
crystallising, crystallised), crystallize
verb 1. to form crystals o Water crystallises
to form snow. 2. to take shape o Following
the meeting, our ideas began to crystallise.
cube /kju:b/ noun 1. a shape like a box,
where all six sides are squares of the same
size o The design for the library consists of
a series of cubes. 2. something shaped like
a cube o He put two cubes of sugar in his
tea. o The ice cubes chinked in the glasses.
3. (in mathematics) the result when a
number is multiplied by itself twice o 27 is
the cube of 3.

® cubic /'kjuibik/ adj measured in vol-
ume by multiplying length, depth and
width (NOTE: Cubic is written in figures as 3:
6m? = six cubic metres; 10ft® = ten cubic
feet.)

cuckoo /'kuku:/ (plural cuckoos) noun a
bird which has a cry that sounds like its
name and which lays its eggs in other
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birds’ nests o When you hear the first cuck-
0o you know that winter is over. o The
cuckoo lays its eggs in the nests of other
birds.
cucumber /'kjuitkamba/ noun a long
dark green vegetable used mainly in salads
cuddle /'kad(®)l/ verb (cuddles, cud-
dling, cuddled) to put your arms round
someone and hold them close to you m
noun an act of putting your arms round
someone and holding them close to you o
She picked up her daughter and gave her a
cuddle.

cuddle up verb to stand, sit or lie close to

someone [~t0] o The children cuddled up

to their mother.
cuddly /'’kad(9)li/ adj soft and pleasant to
hold or hug
cue /kjui/ noun1. something that happens
or is said which makes something starts
happening [~for] o Her announcement was
the cue for a general celebration. 2. (in a
play) words after which you have to speak
or do something o The gunshot is your cue
to rush onto the stage screaming. 3. a long
stick for playing billiards or snooker
cuff /kaf/ noun 1. the end of the sleeve
round the wrist o The collar and cuffs of his
shirt were dirty and frayed. 2. US a folded
part at the bottom of each leg of a pair of
trousers o This year, slacks with cuffs are
back in fashion. (NOTE: The British term is
turnup.) 3. a hit with an open hand o She
gave him a cuff on the back of the head to
shut him up. m verb (cuffs, cuffing, cuffed)
to hit someone o The parents said he had
cuffed the child on the head.
cuisine /kwi'ziin/ noun a style of cook-
ing o Chinese cuisine is very different from
European. o French cuisine is more and
more popular in England. (NOTE: From the
French word for ‘kitchen’.)
cul-de-sac /'kal do ,s&k/ (plural culs-
de-sac or cul-de-sacs) noun a small street
which is only open at one end
culinary /'kalin(o)ri/ adj referring to
cooking
cull /kal/ noun the practice of killing a cer-
tain number of animals in order to keep the
population under control o The deer cull
takes place in early October. m verb (culls,
culling, culled) to kill a certain number of
animals in order to keep the population un-
der control o About 10% of the deer popu-
lation is culled each autumn.
culminate /kalmmert/ (culminates,
culminating, culminated) verb to reach a
particular result or conclusion [~in] o The

race culminated in a win for the Canadian
driver.

culmination /kalmi'nerf()n/ noun a
final point, grand ending

culpable /'kalpab(o)l/ adj likely to at-
tract blame

culprit /'kalprit/ noun a person or thing
that is responsible for a crime, or for some-
thing which has gone wrong

cult /kalt/ noun a small religious group
cultivate /'kaltrvert/ (cultivates, culti-
vating, cultivated) verb 1. to dig and water
the land to grow plants o Fields are culti-
vated in early spring, ready for sowing
corn. 2. to grow plants o This field is used
to cultivate new strains of wheat. 3. to do
everything to get someone’s friendship o
We are cultivating the new director to try to
make sure we get the contract. (NOTE: + cul-
tivation n)

cultivated /'kaltivertid/ adj 1. who has
been well educated in subjects such as mu-
sic, art and literature o A really cultivated
person wouldn’t be seen dead in a karaoke
bar. 2. (of plant) which is specially grown
and is not wild o Wild strawberries have a
more intense flavour than cultivated ones.
3. (of land) prepared for growing crops o
From the air, the cultivated fields were like
a brown and green quilt.

@® cultural /'kalt for(o)l/ adj relating to
culture o His cultural interests are very
wide-ranging — from Mexican art to 12th-
century Greek paintings. o There will be
cultural activities available such as a visit
to the museum.

@ culture /'kalt fo/ noun 1. activities in-
volving things such as music, art and liter-
ature o He is taking a course in Russian
culture. 2. a country’s way of thinking or
behaving o Is a TV in every home really
what we want from Western culture?
cultured /'kaltfod/ adj 1. civilised, well
educated o Our guide was a very cultured
lady from Vienna. o Such behaviour is not
acceptable in cultured society. 2. which
has been grown artificially o Only an ex-
pert can tell the difference between a cul-
tured pearl and a real one.
cumbersome /'’kambas(o)m/ adj large
and heavy

cumulative /'kjurmjulotiv/ adj 1.
which is added gradually, especially each
year o The interest on this account is cumu-
lative. o The cumulative effect of a series of
late nights finally caught up with him and
he fell asleep during the dinner. 2. which
grows by the addition of new parts o A cu-
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mulative index is made up of several differ-
ent indexes put together.

cunning /'’kaniy/ adj clever at achieving
something, especially by tricking people o
a cunning plan o It was cunning of her to
ask him to help, as it flattered him. m noun
cleverness in acting to achieve something o
He showed cunning in his attempts to hide
his mistake.

@ cup /kap/ noun 1. a small bowl with a
handle, used for drinking from 2. the liquid
in a cup o He drank two cups of coffee. o
Can I have a cup of tea? 3. alarge silver or
gold container given as a prize for winning
a competition

® cupboard /'’kabad/ noun a piece of
furniture with shelves and doors o Put the
Jjam in the kitchen cupboard. o She painted
the cupboard doors white.

cupful /'’kapful/ noun the quantity which
a cup can hold

curable /'kjuorab(a)l/ adj (of disease)
which can be cured

curate /'kjuarat/ noun a priest who helps
a parish priest

curator /kju'rerto/ noun a person in
charge of a museum

curb /k3:b/ noun 1. something which
holds something back [~on] o The company
needs to put a curb on its spending. 2. US
the stone edge to a pavement o He sat on
the curb and watched the cars go past. o
Try not to hit the curb when you park. m
verb (curbs, curbing, curbed) to hold
something back o She needs to curb her
enthusiasm to spend money.

curd /k3:d/ noun a solid food made from
sour milk

curdle /'k3:d(o)l/ (curdles, curdling,
curdled) verb to become or make some-
thing become solid and sour o If you add
lemon juice to milk it will curdle it. o Milk
will curdle in hot weather.

® cure /kjua/ noun something which
makes a disease better [~for] o Doctors are
still trying to find a cure for colds. m verb
(cures, curing, cured) to make a patient or
adisease better o I don’t know what’s in the
medicine, but it cured my cough very fast.
curfew /'ka:fju:/ noun a period when no
one is allowed out into the street
curiosity / kjuori'psiti/ (plural curiosi-
ties) noun 1. a feeling of wanting to know
about something 2. a strange object

® curious /'kjusrios/ adj 1. wanting to
know things o I’'m curious to know what
happened at the meeting. 2. unusual or
strange o We found a curious object that

turned out to be an old kitchen tool. o It’s
curious that no one knew where he lived.
® curl /k3:1/ verb (curls, curling, curled)
to twist, or make something twist o My
hair curls naturally. o Some plants have
stems that curl round other plants. m noun
1. a piece of hair which grows in a twist 2.
a curved shape of a particular substance
[~of] o a curl of smoke

curl up phrasal verb to bend your body

into a round shape o She curled up in the

chair and went to sleep.
curler /'k3:lo/ noun a roller for curling
hair
® curly /'k3:li/ adj with natural curves or
twists o curly hair
currant /'karont/ noun 1. a small round
fruit o I have planted some currant bushes.
» blackcurrant, redcurrant 2. a small dried
black grape o a currant bun o fruit cake
with currants, sultanas and raisins in it
(NOTE: Do not confuse with current.)
@ currency /'karonsi/ (plural curren-
cies) noun the money used in a specific
country o I want to change my pounds into
French currency.
@ current /'karont/ adj 1. relating to the
present time o What is the current state of
the report — will it be finished on time? o
Who is the current prime minister of Ja-
pan? o Do you have a current timetable? —
Mine is out of date. 2. widely accepted at
the present time or at a particular time o
current ideas about how to treat children o
The idea that the world was flat was cur-
rent in the Middle Ages. m noun 1. a flow of
water or air o Don’t go swimming in the
river — the current is very strong. o A warm
westerly current of air is flowing across the
country. o Vultures circle in rising currents
of warm air. 2. a flow of electricity o
Switch the current off at the mains. (NOTE:
Do not confuse with currant.)
® current account /'karont 9 kaunt/
noun a bank account from which you can
take money at any time
current affairs / karont o'feoz/ plural
noun the political situation as it is now o
We are studying current affairs as part of
our politics course.
® currently /'karontli/ adv at the
present time o He is currently the manager
of our Paris office. o We are currently in the
process of buying a house.
@ curriculum /ka'rikjulom/ (plural cur-
ricula or curriculums) noun 1. the set of
subjects studied in school o I am very glad
that music and drama have been added to



153

customise

the curriculum. 2. the parts of a particular
subject that are studied

curriculum vitae /ko,rikjulom 'virtar/
(plural curricula vitae) noun full form of
cv

® curry /'kari/ (plural curries) noun an
Indian food prepared with spices o I would
like a mild curry, please. o We ordered
chicken curry and rice.

@® curse /k3:s/ noun1. aswear word o He
threw the letter down with a curse. 2. a
magic word to make something unpleasant
happen to someone o The witch put a curse
on the whole family. 3. something which
causes you problems o Being on call 24
hours a day is the curse of being a doctor.
o Pollution is the curse of industrialised
societies. m verb (curses, cursing, cursed)
1. to swear o He cursed under his breath
and marched out of the room. 2. to wish
that something bad should happen to
someone

cursor /'k3:sa/ noun a small flashing line
on a computer screen which shows where
the next character will appear

cursory /'ka:sori/ adj quick and not very
careful

curt /ks:t/ adj abrupt in speaking

curtail /ks:'teil/ (curtails, curtailing,
curtailed) verb to shorten something; to re-
duce something

@ curtain /'ka:t(e)n/ noun 1. a long
piece of cloth hanging in front of a window
o Can you close or draw the curtains,
please? 2. a long piece of cloth hanging in
front of the stage at a theatre

curtsy /'ka:tsi/ (plural curtsies), curtsey
noun a respectful movement made by
women or girls, by bending the knees and
putting one foot forward o She made a
curtsy to the queen. bow' (NOTE: + curtsy
v)

® curve /k3:v/ noun a line that is bent
like part of a circle o the curve of the coast
line o The road makes a sharp curve to the
left. m verb (curves, curving, curved) to be
in the shape of a curve o The road curves
round the side of the mountain.

curved /k3:vd/ adjwith a rounded shape
@® cushion /'ku[(9)n/ noun a bag filled
with something soft, e.g. feathers, for sit-
ting or leaning on o Put a cushion behind
your back if you find your chair is too hard.
m verb (cushions, cushioning, cush-
ioned) to make soft something which
could be hard or painful o The bushes
cushioned his fall. o to cushion somebody
or something from something to protect

someone or something from the bad effects
of something o to cushion the blow or the
shock to reduce the bad effect of some-
thing that happens o She made no attempt
to cushion the blow, but just told them
straight out that they had all lost their jobs.
custard /'kastod/ noun (in the UK) a
sweet yellow sauce made with milk and a
powder containing cornflour o stewed rhu-
barb and custard o Would you like some
custard with your crumble?

custodial sentence /ka,stoudisl
'sentons/ noun the fact of being legally
sentenced to prison

custodian /ka'stoudion/ noun a person
who is responsible for the care and protec-
tion of something or someone

custody /'kastadi/ noun 1. keeping o
The jewels were in the custody of the man-
ager, and he had placed them in the hotel
safe. o to take someone into custody to
arrest someone o The three fans were taken
into police custody. 2. the right of keeping
and looking after a child o When they were
divorced, she was granted custody of the
children. (NOTE: no plural)

® custom /'’kastom/ noun 1. something
that people usually do, or have done for a
long time o the local custom of decorating
the wells in spring o It’s their custom to in-
vite all their neighbours to a party at New
Year. 2. the use of a shop or restaurant o If
the assistants are rude to me again I will
take my custom elsewhere. o to lose some-
one’s custom to experience a situation in
which a regular customer goes to another
place of business, e.g. a restaurant or shop
o The little shops will lose a lot of custom
when the new supermarket opens.
customary /'kastomori/ adj usual
(formal) o He handled the situation with his
customary efficiency. o It’s customary to
give taxi drivers a tip.

custom-built /'’kastom bilt/, custom-
made / kastom 'me1d/ adj made to order
for a customer

@ customer /'kastoma/ noun 1. a per-
son who buys something in a shop or res-
taurant, or from another business o The
shops are lowering their prices to attract
more customers. o Customers can order by
post on or the Internet. o His bar is always
full of customers. 2. a person who uses a
service such as a train o We apologise to
customers waiting on Platform 5 for the
late arrival of their train.

customise /'’kastomaiz/ (customises,
customising, customised), customize
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verb to have something changed to fit your
special needs

custom-made / kastom 'merd/ adj al-
ternative for custom-built

®@ customs /'kastomz/ noun 1. o H.M.
Customs and Excise the British govern-
ment department which organises the col-
lection of taxes on goods coming into the
country and also collects VAT o He was
stopped by customs. o Her car was
searched by customs. o The customs officer
asked her to open her bag. 2. an office of
this department at a port or airport

@ cut /kat/ verb (cuts, cutting, cut) 1. to
divide, reduce or remove something using
a sharp tool, e.g. a knife or scissors [~into]
o The meat is very tough — I can’t cut it
with my knife. o She cut the cake into six
pieces. 2. to damage the skin with some-
thing sharp [~on] o She cut her finger on
the broken glass. 3. to reduce the size of
something o We are trying to cut the
number of staff. o Accidents have been cut
by 10%. o The article is too long, so I asked
the author to cut 500 words. m noun 1. a
place which bleeds when your skin has
been broken [~on] o She had a bad cut on
her leg. 2. a mark made in a surface by
something sharp 3. the sudden lowering of
the amount of something [~in] o price cuts
o large cuts in spending o a cut in working
hours o he took a cut in salary or a salary
cut he accepted a lower salary 4. a share of
something such as profits o Each salesper-
son gets a cut of what is sold for cash.
cut across, cut through phrasal verb to
take a short cut to get somewhere
cut back® phrasal verb to reduce spend-
ing o We are having to cut back on staff
COSIS.
cut downQ®) phrasal verb1. to make a tree
fall down with a tool such as a saw o He
cut the tree down or cut down the tree. 2.
also cut down on to reduce something o
He needs to cut down the number of cig-
arettes he smokes. o I'm trying to cut
down on chocolate.
cut in phrasal verb 1. to interrupt some-
one or something o He would keep on
cutting in while I was telling the story. 2.
to drive suddenly in front of another car
o Did you see how the little white car cut
in in front of the black one?
cut off(® phrasal verb 1. to take away a
small part of something using a sharp
tool such as a knife o She cut off a little
piece of string. o He cut off two slices of
ham. 2. to stop someone from being with

someone else, or from or reaching a place
o She was cut off from her friends by a
crowd of policemen. o The village was
cut off by the snow. 3. to stop a phone call
before it is finished o We were cut off in
the middle of our conversation. 4. to stop
electricity or water from reaching some-
one o He didn’t pay the bill, so the com-
pany cut off his electricity. o The
lightning hit the generator and caused
the power to be cut off.
cut out® phrasal verb 1. to remove
something from something larger o She
cut an advertisement out of the newspa-
per. 2. to remove a part of something
larger o We had to cut out all the extras
from our order because they cost too
much. 3. to stop doing or eating some-
thing o She’s decided to cut out sweet
things so as to lose weight. ¢ to be cut
out for something to be ideally suited for
something o I don’t think he’s cut out for
an office job. ¢ cut it out! stop doing that!
(informal)
cut up® phrasal verb 1. to make some-
thing into small pieces by cutting it o She
cut the old towel up into little pieces. o
Can you cut up the meat for the children?
2. to drive suddenly in front of another
car o Did you see how the little white car
cut up the black one?
cutback /'katbak/ noun a reduction in
spending
® cute /kju:t/ adj nice
cutlery /'katlori/ noun knives, forks and
spoons (NOTE: no plural)
cutlet /'katlot/ noun 1. a slice of meat,
usually with a bone attached o We were
served veal cutlets with mushroom sauce.
2. a fried dish made with minced meat, fish
or vegetables formed into the shape of a
piece of meat o She makes delicious fish
cutlets.
cutoff /'’katof/ noun something which
marks the end of something o The cutoff
point for students going to the next level is
80% marks in the exam. o What is the cut-
off date for applications?
cut-price / kat 'prars/ adj very cheap
cutter /'kato/ noun a tool used for cutting
cut-throat /'kat Orout/ adj vicious or in-
tense
cutting /'katig/ noun 1. a small piece of
paper cut out of a newspaper 2. a little
piece of a plant which will take root if
stuck in the ground o The cuttings I took
from your lavender plant are all growing
well.
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cutting edge /'katig ,ed3/ noun the
sharp edge of a knife o The cutting edge is
blunt and needs sharpening.

CV /it 'vii/ noun a summary of some-
one’s qualifications and experience. Full
form curriculum vitae

cyanide /'saronaid/ noun a strong poison
cybercafé /'saibs kafer/ noun a café
where you can pay to use the Internet
cyberspace /'saibaspers/ noun an im-
aginary place which electronic information
such as emails passes through

® cycle /'saik(9)l/ noun 1. a period dur-
ing which something works or develops
and then returns to its starting point o The
washing machine broke down in the middle
of its cycle. o Global warming is starting to
affect the natural cycle of the seasons. o a
business or economic or trade cycle a pe-
riod during which trade expands, then
slows down, then expands again 2. a bicy-
cle m verb (cycles, cycling, cycled) to trav-
el on a bicycle o It’s hard to cycle into the
wind.

® cyclist /'saiklist/ noun a person who
rides a bicycle

cyclone /'saikloun/ noun a tropical
storm in the Indian and Pacific Oceans,
where the air moves very fast in a circle

round a central area o According to the
shipping forecasts, a cyclone is approach-
ing Sri Lanka. (NOTE: In the Far East this is
called a typhoon; in the Caribbean a hurri-
cane.)

cygnet /'signat/ noun a baby swan
cylinder /'silinds/ noun an object shaped
like a tube closed at both ends
cylindrical /si'lindrik(9)l/ adj shaped
like a cylinder

cymbals /'simbalz/ plural noun a pair of
round metal plates which are banged to-
gether to make a loud noise

cynic /'sinik/ noun a person who doubts
that anyone has any good points

cynical /'siik(e)l/ adj believing that
people only act for their own benefit
cynicism /'sinisiz(o)m/ noun the fact of
being cynical

cyst /sist/ noun an unusual growth in the
body containing liquid

czar /za:/ noun 1. the title of the former
emperor of Russia o a photograph of the
Czar and his family 2. the person in overall
charge of some official organisation o He’s
the new drugs czar, with complete respon-
sibility for fighting drug traffickers and
dealing with drug problems.
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d /dii/, D noun the fourth letter of the al-
phabet, between C and E

@® DA abbr district attorney

dab /deb/ verb (dabs, dabbing, dabbed)
to give something a light tap o She dabbed
her eyes with her handkerchief. o She
dabbed the cut with cotton wool soaked in
antiseptic. m noun a small quantity o She
put a dab of glue on each corner of the
poster.

dabble /'dab(o)l/ (dabbles, dabbling,
dabbled) verb to be slightly involved in
something [~in] o As a young man he dab-
bled in politics.

dachshund /'deeksond/ noun a breed of
small long low dog, originally from Ger-
many

dad /deed/ noun a father

daffodil /'deefodil/ noun a bright yellow
spring flower

daft /da:ft/ adjsilly (informal)

dagger /'dago/ noun a short knife

@ daily /'de1li/ adj happening every day o
daily newspapers such as the Times and the
Daily Mail o The cooker has been in daily
use for ten years. o There’s a daily flight to
Washington. m adv every day o We can de-
liver milk daily. o twice daily on two occa-
sions every day m noun (plural dailies) a
newspaper published every weekday
dainty /'deimnti/ (daintier, daintiest) adj
delicate and small

dairy /'deori/ adj referring to or involved
in producing milk and things made from it
such as cream or butter o dairy products o
dairy cattle

daisy /'deizi/ (plural daisies) noun a
small white flower with a yellow centre
dam /dem/ noun a wall which blocks a
river to make a lake o After the heavy rain
people were afraid the dam would burst. m
verb (dams, damming, dammed) to block
a river with a wall o When they built the
power station, the river had to be dammed.
@ damage /'deemidz/ noun 1. the break-
ing or physical spoiling of something [~to]

o The storm did a lot of damage. o It will
take us months to repair the damage to the
restaurant. 2. emotional harm done to a
person [~to] o I hope the experience of the
crash won’t cause the children lasting
damage. o There has been serious damage
to public confidence as a result of the at-
tack. m verb (damages, damaging, dam-
aged) 1. to break or partially destroy some-
thing o A large number of shops were dam-
aged in the fire. o These glasses are easily
damaged. 2. to affect someone or some-
thing in a negative way

damaged /'demidzd/ adj broken or
spoiled in some way o a damaged book
damaging /'demid3ip/ ad causing
harm to someone or something

damn /dam/ verb (damns, damning,
damned) 1. used to show annoyance o
Damn it, we’re going to be late! o Damn
him, he’s left the front door open! 2. to se-
verely criticise someone or something o
The new film was damned by the Sunday
papers. 3. to condemn someone or some-
thing in a religious situation o Galileo was
damned by the Church for saying that the
Earth turned round the Sun. w interjused as
a mild swear word to show annoyance o
Damn! I've left my umbrella on the train.

damning /'demiy/ adj which clearly
proves that someone has done something
wrong

® damp /dzmp/ adj slightly wet o She’d
just had a shower and her hair was still
damp. o The cellar has cold damp walls. m
verb (damps, damping, damped) to wet
something slightly

dampen /'dezmpon/ (dampens, damp-
ening, dampened) verb 1. to make some-
thing slightly wet o Dampen the cloth be-
fore you wipe the floor. o She dampened
the shirts before ironing them. 2. o to
dampen someone’s enthusiasm to do
something to make someone less enthusi-
astic o The bad weather dampened his en-
thusiasm for sailing.
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damper /'dempo/ noun something
which discourages you o Having just been
sacked put a damper on his birthday party.
@ dance /da:ns/ noun 1. a way of mov-
ing in time to music o She teaches dance or
is a dance teacher. o We learnt a new dance
today. o Scottish dances are very lively. 2.
an entertainment where people can dance o
The club is holding a New Year’s dance. m
verb (dances, dancing, danced) 1. to
move in time to music [~with/~to] o There
he is — he’s dancing with that tall girl. o I
like dancing to this music. 2. to move or
jump around happily [~in/into/around etc] o
She danced into the room and announced
she’d got the job. o The football fans were
dancing in the streets.

® dancer /'da:nsa/ noun a person who
dances

dandelion /'dendilaten/ noun a wild
plant with yellow flowers which have a
mass of little narrow petals

dandruff /'daendrof/ noun small pieces
of dry skin which come off your head

@ danger /'deind3o/ noun the possibility
of something bad happening, e.g. damage,
failure or getting hurt
[~to/~from/~of/~(that)] o danger to health
from pollution o When it rains, there’s a
danger of flooding. o There’s no danger
he’ll find out. & in danger /'1n 'deindzo/
likely to be harmed or damaged o Get an
ambulance — her life is in danger. o I don’t
think the children are in any danger. o The
whole building was in danger of catching
fire. & out of danger not likely to die o She
was very ill, but she’s off the danger list
now.

@ dangerous /'deindzoras/ adj likely
to cause injury or damage o Be careful —
that old staircase is dangerous! o Police
warned the public not to approach the man
as he was dangerous. o Children are
warned that it is dangerous to go out alone
at night.

dangerously /'deindzorasli/ adv in a
dangerous way

dangle /'depgol/ (dangles, dangling,
dangled) verb 1. to hang freely o The fish
dangled at the end of his line. o Dirty
sheets were dangling over the balcony. 2.
to make something hang freely o She dan-
gled the puppet in front of the baby.

dank /depk/ adj cold and damp
dappled /'dep(e)ld/ adj covered with
patches of light and dark colour

@ dare /deo/ verb (dares or dare, daring,
dared) 1. to be brave enough to do some-

thing o I wouldn’t dare say no — I might
lose my job. o to dare not do something to
not be brave enough to do something o /
daren’t go any faster. 2. to try to make
someone do something dangerous or unu-
sual in order to see how brave they are o /
dare you to jump across that stream. 3.
used for telling someone how angry you
are o Don’t you dare do that again! o How
dare you look in my desk drawers! m noun
an attempt to persuade someone to do
something difficult or dangerous o He only
climbed on the roof for a dare. ¢ | dare say
very probably o I dare say you're right.
daredevil /'deadev(o)l/ noun a brave
person who does not worry about danger o
He’s a daredevil — he flew his plane under
Tower Bridge.

daring /'dear1y/ noun bravery o The hel-
icopter pilot showed great daring in trying
to rescue the boy from the cliff.

® dark /da:k/ adj 1. with little or no light
o The sky turned dark and it started to rain.
o Can you switch the light on? It’s getting
too dark to see. o In Scotland in the sum-
mer it gets dark very late. 2. not a light col-
our o Her eyes are dark. o She was wearing
a dark blue coat.

darken /'da:kon/ (darkens, darkening,
darkened) verb to become dark

dark horse /,da:k 'ho:s/ noun a person
you know nothing about and who may win
something such as an election or a race
darkly /'da:kli/ adv in a threatening or
frightening way

® darkness /'da:knos/ noun the fact of
not having any light o the building was in
complete or total darkness there were no
electric lights on in the building

darling /'da:lig/ noun 1. a name used to
talk to someone you love o Darling! I'm
back from the shops. 2. a lovable person o
Be a darling and fetch me the newspaper. 3.
someone who is liked by a particular group
o the darling of the art world

darn /da:n/ (darns, darning, darned)
verb to mend holes in clothes o She hates
darning socks.

dart /da:t/ noun 1. a small heavy arrow
with plastic feathers, used for playing the
game of darts o Each player takes a turn to
throw his or her three darts. 2. darts a
game in which players throw small arrows
at a round board on a wall, each trying to
make their arrow stick closest to the middle
m verb (darts, darting, darted) to move
quickly o The little boy darted across the
street.
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Darwinism /'da:winiz(o)m/ noun a the-
ory of evolution developed by the scientist
Charles Darwin

dash /da [/ noun1. a small line in writing
or printing, showing a space, or separating
items o The reference number is one four
six dash seven (146-7). 2. a sudden move-
ment towards a place o There was a mad
dash to buy tickets. o While the policeman
wasn’t looking she made a dash for the
door. m verb (dashes, dashing, dashed) to
hurry somewhere o I can’t stop now — I
must dash to catch the last post. o I dashed
home to watch the football on television. o
She dashed into a shop so that he wouldn’t
see her.

dashboard /'de[bo:d/ noun the instru-
ment panel in a car

@ data /'derto/ noun information involv-
ing figures or results of studies o The data
is stored in our main computer. o We spent
months gathering data on hospital waiting
times. o The data shows that, on average,
flowering takes place after two weeks.
(NOTE: Data is often used with a singular
verb, except in scientific contexts: The data
is easily available.)

@ database /'deitobers/ noun a large
amount of information stored in a compu-
ter in a way that allows particular pieces of
information to be found easily

® data processing /deito
'prousesiy/ noun the selecting and exam-
ining of data in a computer to produce in-
formation in a special form

@ date /dert/ noun 1. the number of a day
in a month or year, or a day when some-
thing will happen or has happened o Put
today’s date on the document. o What's the
date next Wednesday? o The dates of the
exhibition have been changed. o The date
of the next meeting has been fixed for
Wednesday, June 10th. o Do you remember
the date of your girlfriend’s birthday? 2. a
small sweet brown fruit m verb (dates, dat-
ing, dated) to write the date on something
o The letter was dated 15 June. o You for-
got to date the cheque. < to date from or
back to to exist since o This house dates
from or dates back to the 17th century.
dated /'dertid/ adj 1. with a date written
on it o Thank you for your letter dated June
15th. 2. old-fashioned o That advertise-
ment looks a bit dated now.

date rape /'deit reip/ noun the act of
raping someone you know, especially on a
date

daub /do:b/ (daubs, daubing, daubed)
verb to put a substance such as paint on a
surface in a careless way

@ daughter /'do:to/ noun a female child
of a parent o They have two sons and one
daughter. o My daughter Mary goes to the
local school.

daughter-in-law /'do:tor 1 1o/ (plural
daughters-in-law) noun the wife of a son
daunting /'dointig/ adj which seems
very difficult

dawdle /'do:d(o)l/ (dawdles, dawdling,
dawdled) verb to do something slowly
dawn /do:n/ noun the beginning of a day,
when the sun rises o We must set off for the
Pyramids at dawn, so you’ll have to get up
very early. m verb (dawns, dawning,
dawned) (of day) to begin

dawn on verb to begin to realise o The se-
riousness of the situation finally dawned
on him. o it dawned on him that he began
to realise that o It gradually dawned on
him that someone else was opening his let-
ters.

@ day /de1/ noun 1. a period of time last-
ing 24 hours o There are 365 days in a year
and 366 in a leap year. o New Year’s Day
is on January 1st. o They went on a ten-day
tour of southern Spain. o I spoke to him on
the phone the day before yesterday. o We
are planning to meet the day after tomor-
row. 2. the period from morning until night,
when it is light o She works all day in the
office, and then looks after the children in
the evening. o It took the workmen four
days to build the wall.

daybreak /'derbreik/ noun a time in the
very early morning, when the sun is about
to rise

day care /'der keo/ noun the practice of
looking after people, e.g. small children or
old people during the daytime in a special
centre

daydream /'deidriim/ (daydreams,
daydreaming, daydreamt or daydreamed)
verb to think about other things; not to con-
centrate o He was sitting at his desk day-
dreaming about holidays in Greece. (NOTE:
+ daydream n)

daylight/'deilait/ noun light that you see
during the daytime < in broad daylight
openly, in the middle of the day o Three
men robbed the bank in broad daylight.
daylight robbery /deilait ‘'robori/
noun the practice of charging very high
prices (informal)

® daytime /'dertaim/ noun the period of
light between morning and night o /
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watched a lot of daytime television when I
lost my job.

day-to-day / dei to 'der/ adjtaking place
as part of normal life; which goes on all the
time

day trip /'der trip/ noun a journey lasting
one day

dazed /deizd/ adj confused in the mind
dazzle /'dxz(o)l/ (dazzles, dazzling,
dazzled) verb to shine a strong light in
someone’s eyes so that they cannot see for
a moment o She was dazzled by the lights
of the cars coming towards her.

dazzling /'dezlig/ adj (of a light) very
bright

deactivate /di:'ektivert/ (deactivates,
deactivating, deactivated) verb to make
something such as a bomb not active any
more

® dead /ded/ adj 1. not alive any more o
His parents are both dead. o Dead fish
were floating in the water. 2. complete o
There was dead silence in the exam room.
o The train came to a dead stop. 3. not
working o We tried to start the car but the
battery was dead. 4. not lively, not exciting
o Seaside towns can be quite dead in win-
ter. m adv 1. completely o He was dead
tired after his long walk. 2. exactly o
You’re dead right. o The train arrived dead
on time. & wouldn’t be seen dead in would
not ever want to be seen in (informal) o I
wouldn’t be seen dead in a hat like that. o
A really cultivated person wouldn’t be seen
dead in a karaoke bar.

deaden /'ded(o)n/ (deadens, deaden-
ing, deadened) verb to make something
less intense, e.g. to make a sound quieter or
a pain less painful

dead end /,ded 'end/ noun 1. a street or
way which leads nowhere o We drove into
a little street and found it was a dead end.
2. a point at which you can go no further o
All their research has come to a dead end.
dead-end job /,ded end 'd3pb/ noun a
job where there is no hope of promotion
dead heat /ded 'hi:t/ noun a race where
two people arrive first together

deadline /'dedlain/ noun a date by which
something has to be done [~for] o The dead-
line for payment of the bill is the end of Ju-
ly. o to meet a deadline to finish some-
thing in time o I don’t think we can meet
the deadline. o to miss a deadline not to
finish something in time o They worked as
fast as they could but missed the deadline
by two days.

deadlock /'dedlok/ noun a point at
which two sides in a dispute cannot agree
o The negotiations have reached a dead-
lock. o to break a deadlock to find a way
to start discussions again after being at a
point at which no agreement was possible
® deadly /'dedli/ adj likely to cause peo-
ple to die o The terrorists turned the car
into a deadly weapon.
deadpan /'dedpen/ adj not showing
your feelings in your face
dead wood /,ded 'wud/ noun people or
things that are considered to be of no worth
@ deaf /def/ adj not able to hear, or hav-
ing difficulty in hearing o My grandma is
going deaf. o He’s deafer than he used to
be. (NOTE: Some people avoid this term as it
can cause offence and prefer hearing-im-
paired.)
deafen /'def(o)n/ (deafens, deafening,
deafened) verb to make someone deaf for
a time
deafening /'def(o)nip/ adj so loud as to
make you unable to hear
deafness /'defnas/ noun the state of be-
ing deaf (NOTE: no plural)
@ deal /di:l/ noun a business agreement or
contract [~with/~to] o We've signed a deal
with a German firm. o They did a deal to
supply envelopes. o a bad or rough or raw
deal bad treatment o She got a rough deal
from the firm. m verb (deals, dealing, dealt)
to give out playing cards to players o It’s
my turn to deal. o He dealt me two aces. ¢
a good or great deal much o He’s feeling
a good deal better after two days off work.
o She didn’t say a great deal. < a good or
great deal of a lot of o He made a good
deal of money from his business. o There’s
a great deal of work still to be done.
deal in verb to buy and sell something o
She deals in carpets and rugs imported
from India.
deal with® phrasal verb 1. to do what is
necessary to complete a job or solve a
problem o The job involves dealing with
the public. o Leave it to the filing clerk —
he’ll deal with it. o We will deal with
your order as soon as we can. o The gov-
ernment has to deal with the problem of
teenage crime. 2. to be about a subject o
The report deals with travel insurance.
® dealer /'di:15/ noun a person who buys
and sells things [~in] o She’s a dealer in an-
tiques.
dealing /'di:lig/ noun the practice of buy-
ing and selling things
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dealt /delt/ past tense and past participle
of deal

dean /di:n/ noun 1. a person in charge of
priests in a cathedral o He was appointed
Dean of St Paul’s. 2. a person in charge of
teachers at a university o the Dean of the
Arts Faculty

@ dear /dio/ adj 1. well liked or loved o
She’s a very dear friend of mine. 2. costing
alot of money o Fresh fruit is always dear-
er in the winter. o That restaurant is too
dear for me. m interj used when something
has gone slightly wrong o Oh dear! It’s
started to rain. o Dear me! Is that how late
it is! m noun a way of referring to someone
you like o Did you have a good day, dear?
© Dear Sir or Madam used at the beginning
of a letter to a man or woman whom you do
not know

dearest /'diorast/ adj most loved (dated)

dearly /'didli/ adv 1. very much o I'd
dearly like to go to Cuba on holiday. o She
loved her old cat dearly, and was very sad
when he died. 2. at a high cost, especially
in terms of pain or suffering o She became
a highly paid executive, but paid dearly for
the privilege.

dearth /d3:0/ noun a shortage of some-
thing (formal)

@ death /de6/ noun the act of dying or the
state of being dead o She never got over
her mother’s death. o Road accidents
caused over 1,000 deaths last year. ¢ to
death completely (informal) o He was
bored to death sitting watching football on
television. o I am sick to death of always
having to do the housework. ¢ to put
someone to death to execute someone
deathbed /'debbed/ noun a bed on
which someone is dying

death certificate /'de® so,tifikot/
noun a paper signed by a doctor which
shows that someone has died and what was
the cause of death

death rate /'de6 reit/ noun the percent-
age of deaths per thousand of population
death sentence /'def ;sentons/ noun a
punishment of a court by which a person is
sentenced to be executed

death squad /'de® skwod/ noun a
group of soldiers or other armed people,
who are sent to kill enemies of the people
in power

death toll /'de6 toul/ noun the number of
people who have been killed, e.g. in an ac-
cident or an earthquake

deathtrap /'deBtrep/ noun a dangerous
place (informal)

death wish /'de6 wif/ noun o to have a
death wish to want to die

débacle /de1'ba:k(a)l/ noun a sudden de-
feat or collapse

debar /di'ba:/ (debars, debarring, de-
barred) verb to prevent someone from do-
ing something

debase /di'bers/ (debases, debasing,
debased) verb to reduce the worth or the
quality of something

debatable /di'bertob(o)l/ adj not abso-
lutely certain

@ debate /di'bert/ noun 1. a discussion
[~with/~about/on/over] o After his talk the
professor had a lively debate with the stu-
dents about climate change. 2. a formal
discussion ending with a vote [~on] o a de-
bate on increasing student fees m verb (de-
bates, debating, debated) 1. to consider or
discuss a subject o We sat in the rain and
debated what to do next. 2. to discuss
something formally before coming to a de-
cision [~what/~whether]

debauchery /di'bo:tfori/ noun the fact
of living a wild life

debilitating /di'bilitertiy/ adj making
you weak

debit /'debit/ noun 1. money which is
paid out or taken out of an account o Your
bank statement gives a list of credits and
debits at the end of each month. 2. money
which is owed o a debit balance

debit card /'debit ka:d/ noun a plastic
card, similar to a credit card, but which au-
tomatically debits your account when you
buy something

debrief /di:'bri:f/ (debriefs, debriefing,
debriefed) verb to ask someone for infor-
mation about an important job which he or
she has just done

debriefing /di:'bri:fig/ noun a meeting
at which someone gives information about
an important job which he or she has just
done

debris /'debriy/ (plural same) noun pieces
of something, e.g. a demolished building
or crashed aircraft

@ debt /det/ noun money owed to some-
one o After her great success, she was able
to repay all her debts. o to be in debt to
owe money o He is in debt to the tune of
£2,500. o to get into debt to start to owe
money

@ debtor /'dets/ noun a person who owes
money
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debt relief /'det r1 li:f/ noun the practice
of a rich country allowing a poor country
not to pay back its debt

debug /di:'bag/ (debugs, debugging,
debugged) verb 1. to remove hidden mi-
crophones from a place 2. to remove errors
from a computer program

debunk /di:'bapk/ (debunks, debunk-
ing, debunked) verb to show that some-
thing is not true

debut /'derbju:/ noun the first public ap-
pearance of someone such as an actor

@ decade /'dekerd/ noun a period of ten
years o during the last decade of the 20th
century

decadent /'dekod(o)nt/ adj which is de-
clining in moral values

decaf /'di:kef/, decaff adj which has had
the caffeine removed

decaffeinated /di:'kefinertid/ adj with
all caffeine removed

decapitate /di'kepitert/ (decapitates,
decapitating, decapitated) verb to cut off
someone’s head

decathlon /di'ka6lon/ noun an athletic
contest for men, covering ten events, held
over two days

decay /di'ke1/ noun the natural process of
going bad or of becoming damaged, e.g.
when things are not looked after properly o
The government has plans to deal with in-
ner city decay. o Tooth decay is especially
bad in children who eat sweets. o You must
treat the wood to prevent decay. (NOTE: no
plural) m verb (decays, decaying, decayed)
to go bad or to become damaged in this
way o Sugar makes your teeth decay. o The
jungle path was blocked by decaying
branches.

deceased /di'siist/ noun a person who
has died (formal) o The deceased’s will was
read out by the solicitor.

deceit /d1'si:t/ noun the practice of trying
to trick someone into paying money or try-
ing to make someone believe something
which is not true

deceitful /di'si:tf(o)l/ adj often tricking
people

deceive /di'si:v/ (deceives, deceiving,
deceived) verb to make someone believe
something which is not true o They had
tried to deceive me, but I realised just in
time.

@® December /di'sembo/ noun the
twelfth and last month of the year, after
November and before January o She was
born last December. o His birthday is on

December 25 — Christmas Day! o They al-
ways go on a skiing holiday in December.
o Today is December 6th. o The cheque
was dated December 6. (NOTE: December
6th orDecember 6: say ‘the sixth of Decem-
ber’ or ‘December the sixth’ or in US English
‘December sixth’.)
decency /'di:s(e)nsi/ noun honour; good
morals
@ decent /'di:s(o)nt/ adj 1. honest o The
boss is a hard-working decent man. 2.
quite good o She earns a decent salary. 3.
properly dressed, wearing clothes o You
can’t come in yet — I’'m not decent.
decentralise /di:'sentrolaiz/ (decen-
tralises, decentralising, decentralised),
decentralize (decentralizes, decentraliz-
ing, decentralized) verb to move power,
authority or action from a central point to
local areas
® deception /di'sep[on/ noun the prac-
tice of telling a lie in order to trick some-
one, especially into giving you money
deceptive /di'septiv/ adjnot as it seems
decibel /'desibel/ noun a unit for meas-
uring the loudness of a sound
@ decide /dr'said/ (decides, deciding,
decided) verb to make a decision about
something [~between/~what/wheth-
er/how/when etc/~(that)] o I can’t decide
between the blue one or the green one. o
Have you decided where to go on holiday?
o They decided to stay at home and watch
TV. o He decided the test was too difficult.
decide against() phrasal verb to make
up your mind not to do something o She
decided against spending her money on a
new car.
decided /di'saidid/ adj certain or obvi-
ous o There’s a decided difference between
French and Spanish wines.
deciduous /di'sidjuss/ adj (of a tree)
losing its leaves in the winter. Compare ev-
ergreen
decimal /'destm(o)l/ noun a number in a
system based on ten o Three-quarters ex-
pressed as a decimal is 0.75.
decimal point/ desim(o)l 'point/ noun
a dot used to show the division between
whole numbers and parts of numbers in
decimals, such as 2.05
decimal system /'desim(o)l sistom/
noun a system of counting based on the
number 10
decimate /'desimeit/ (decimates, deci-
mating, decimated) verb 1. to kill people
in large numbers 2. to reduce something by
a large amount o German forests have been
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decimated by acid rain. o Our sales have
been decimated by the rise in the value of
the pound.

decipher /di'saifo/ (deciphers, deci-
phering, deciphered) verb to read or make
out something which has been badly writ-
ten or written in code

® decision /dr's13(o)n/ noun an occa-
sion of thinking carefully what to do
[~about/on] o a decision to train as a teach-
er o I need to make a decision soon about
changing my job. o to come to or reach or
take a decision to decide to do something
o They talked for hours but didn’t come to
any decision. o He thought about the job
offer, but, in the end, took the decision to
stay where he was.

® decisive /di'saisiv/ adj 1. firm and
confident o He was nervous but tried to
sound decisive. 2. which brings about a re-
sult o The second and decisive round of
voting takes place next Sunday. o Her ac-
tion was decisive in obtaining the release
of the hostages.

deck /dek/ noun a floor of a ship or bus o
I'll stay on deck because I'm feeling sea-
sick. o Let’s go up to the top deck — you can
see the sights better from there.

decking /'dekiy/ noun pieces of wood
used to make a platform outside a house
® declaration /, deklo'rerf(a)n/ nounan
official statement

@ declare /di'kles/ (declares, declar-
ing, declared) verb to state something offi-
cially [~that] o The Senator declared his in-
tention to run for President. o She was de-
clared dead on arrival at hospital. o It was
declared that Mrs Broom would be the new
chairperson.

declassified /di:'klasifaid/ adj(of infor-
mation) which has been officially declared
to be no longer secret

@® decline /di'klamn/ noun the fact of go-
ing downwards [~in] o a welcome decline
in the number of cases of pollution o Sales
figures have gone into a sharp or steep de-
cline. m verb (declines, declining, de-
clined) 1. to refuse or to turn down an invi-
tation or offer to do something o She de-
clined their request. o He declined to come
to lunch. 2. to become weaker o He de-
clined rapidly after he went into hospital.
3. to become less in numbers or amount o
Our sales declined over the last year. o The
fish population has declined sharply.
decode /di:'koud/ (decodes, decoding,
decoded) verb to translate a coded mes-
sage into normal writing

decommission /ditko'mif(o)n/ (de-
commissions, decommissioning, de-
commissioned) verb to stop using some-
thing such as a weapon

decompose /ditkom'pouz/ (decom-
poses, decomposing, decomposed) verb
(of organic material) to rot

decompress / ditkom'pres/ (decom-
presses, decompressing, decom-
pressed) verb 1. to reduce the pressure in
something 2. to expand a computer file that
has been stored in a smaller space to its full
size

® decorate /'dekoreit/ (decorates,
decorating, decorated) verb 1. to put paint
or new paper on the walls in a room o She
can’t come to the phone — she’s decorating
the kitchen. 2. to cover something with
pretty or colourful things to make it look
attractive or to celebrate an occasion o The
streets were decorated with flags.

® decoration /, deka're1f(a)n/ noun the
act of decorating a place o She is in charge
of the decoration of the church for the wed-
ding.

decorative /'dek(o)rot1v/ adj pleasant to
look at; serving as a decoration
decorator /'dekoreits/ noun a person
who paints the inside and outside of build-
ings

decorum /di'korom/ noun the practice
of being well behaved

decoy /'ditkor/ noun an object or a per-
son that is placed to attract and trap some-
thing o When they go duck shooting, they
use wooden duck decoys which they float
on the water. o They used a woman police
officer to act as a decoy to try to trap the
mugger.

decoy? /di'koy/ (decoys, decoying, de-
coyed) verb to attract and trap something
or someone

decrease' /'dizkris/ noun the fact of be-
coming less [~of/~in] o a decrease of 20%
in applications to join the club o Sales
show a 10% decrease on last year. o to be
on the decrease to be becoming less o
Road accidents are on the decrease.
decrease? /dr'kriis/ (decreases, de-
creasing, decreased) verb to become less
o The number of road accidents is decreas-
ing. o Applications to join have decreased
by 20%.

decree /d1'kri:/ noun a legal order which
has not been voted by a parliament o The
President has issued a decree banning
short dresses.
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decrepit/di'krepit/ adjold and falling to
pieces

dedicate /'dedikeit/ (dedicates, dedi-
cating, dedicated) verb 1. to say that
something you have produced or done rep-
resents a mark of respect or affection for
someone o He dedicated his collection of
poems to his wife. 2. to spend all your life
doing something o She dedicated herself or
her life to looking after abandoned chil-
dren.

dedicated /'dedikertid/ adj 1. giving a
lot of time and effort to achieve something
o Her life was saved by the dedicated sur-
gical team at the hospital. 2. reserved for a
particular task o There’s one dedicated
graphics workstation in the network.

® dedication /,dedi'ke1f(a)n/ noun 1.
spending your life doing something o Her
dedication and hard work are admirable.
2. a note printed at the beginning of a book
or play, where the author offers his or her
work to someone as a mark of respect or af-
fection

deduce /di'dju:s/ (deduces, deducing,
deduced) verb to conclude something
from examining the evidence (formal)
deduct /di'dakt/ (deducts, deducting,
deducted) verb to remove an amount from
a sum of money

deduction /di'dakfon/ noun 1. a conclu-
sion reached o Their deduction was cor-
rect. o by a process of deduction by look-
ing at the evidence and reaching a conclu-
sion 2. a sum of money which is taken
away o There is an automatic deduction
for insurance. o Net wages are wages after
deduction of tax and social security pay-
ments.

® deed /di:d/ noun an act, especially a
brave one o stories of great deeds per-
formed during the war

® deem /dimm/ (deems, deeming,
deemed) verb to consider something or
someone to be something (formal)

® deep /di:p/ adj (deeper, deepest) 1.
going a long way down o The water is very
deep in the middle of the river. o This is the
deepest lake in North America. o In the
shallow end of the pool, the water is deep
enough to cover your feet. , depth 2. going
a long way under the ground o a deep mine
3. (of a voice) low, not high o Who'’s been
sitting on my chair? said Father Bear in his
deep voice. m adv a long way down o The
mine goes deep under the sea.

deepen /'di:pon/ (deepens, deepening,
deepened) verb 1. to become deeper o The

water deepened as he walked out into the
lake. 2. to make something become deeper
o They’re going to deepen the channel so
that bigger boats can use the harbour. 3. to
become more difficult to understand o The
mystery deepened.

deep-fried / di:p 'fraid/ adj which has
been cooked in a deep pan of boiling oil or
fat

® deeply /'dipli/ adv 1. very much o We
deeply regret having to make so many peo-
ple redundant. 2. o to sleep deeply to sleep
without waking o After taking the drug she
slept deeply for ten hours.

deep-rooted / di:p 'ruitid/ adj which
you have had for a long time and which
you feel strongly

deep-seated /,di:p 'si:tid/ adj that has
lasted a long time and will be difficult to
change

deep-set /, di:p 'set/ adj (of eyes) which
have deep sockets

deer /dro/ (plural same) noun a wild ani-
mal, the male of which has long horns
called antlers (NOTE: Do not confuse with
dear. The female is a doe, the male is a
stag, the young are fawns. Note also that
the meat from a deer is called venison.)
deface /dr'feis/ (defaces, defacing, de-
faced) verb to damage the surface of some-
thing by writing on or scratching it
default /di'fo:lt/ noun the situation exist-
ing if no change is made o The default for
the number of copies is 10. ¢ by default 1.
happening because someone else fails to
do something o As they didn’t reply by the
15th, the agreement ended by default. 2. to
win a game or competition because another
person does not play or cannot finish play-
ing o His opponent withdrew and he won
by default.

default setting /di'fo:lt setig/ noun
the way in which something is organised to
happen unless a change is made o The de-
fault setting for the heating is on at 8 a.m.
and off at 6 p.m.

@ defeat /dr'fi:t/ noun the loss of a fight,
game or vote o The Government suffered a
defeat in Parliament last night. o It was the
team’s first defeat for two years. m verb (de-
feats, defeating, defeated) to succeed
against someone in a fight, game or vote o
The ruling party was heavily defeated in
the presidential election. o Our team has
not been defeated so far this season. o The
proposal was defeated by 10 votes to 3.
defect! /'dirfekt/ noun a fault o There
must be a defect in the computer program.
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defect? /di'fekt/ (defects, defecting, de-
fected) verb to leave your country and join
the enemy

defective /di'fektiv/ adj faulty

@ defence /di'fens/ noun 1. protection
against something such as attack or infec-
tion o Several people ran to her defence
when she was attacked. o These tablets of-
fer some defence against the disease. 2.
protection provided by the armed forces o
Some countries spend more on defence
than on education. 3. (in games) a part of a
team whose job is to protect the goal o The
England defence came under attack from
the other team’s forwards. 4. (in a law
court) the lawyers acting on behalf of an
accused person

defenceless /di'fenslos/ adj not able to
protect yourself

® defend /di'fend/ (defends, defend-
ing, defended) verb to protect a person or
place that is being attacked o They brought
in extra troops to defend the city against at-
tack.

@ defendant /di'fendont/ noun (in a law
courf) a person who is accused of doing
something illegal or a person who is sued
in a civil case

@® defender /di'fends/ noun 1. a person
who defends a place such as a castle or
town o The defenders surrendered after 90
days, when they ran out of food. 2. in team
sports, a player who defends the goal o The
defenders were continually passing the
ball back to the goalkeeper. 3. someone
who supports something strongly and ac-
tively [~of]

defense /di'fens/ noun US spelling of
defence

defensive /di'fensiv/ noun o to be on
the defensive about something to feel you
need to give reasons for having done some-
thing o She’s always on the defensive
about her decision to resign.

defer /di'fs:/ (defers, deferring, de-
ferred) verb to put something back to a lat-
er date, to postpone something o to defer
payment o The decision has been deferred
until the next meeting.

deference /'def(o)rons/ noun respect
defiance /di'farons/ noun a very proud
action against an opponent

defiant /di'faront/ adj very bold in refus-
ing to obey someone or something
deficiency /di'fif(e)nsi/ (plural defi-
ciencies) noun not enough of something
needed to make someone or something

healthy or complete o Their diet has a de-
ficiency of iron or has an iron deficiency.
deficient /di'fif(o)nt/ adj lacking some-
thing [~in] o The soil is deficient in nutri-
ents. o Their diet is deficient in calcium.
deficit /'defisit/ noun an amount by
which something is less than it should be o
The company announced a deficit of £2
million or a £2 million deficit in its ac-
counts.

@ define/di'fain/ (defines, defining, de-
fined) verb 1. to explain something clearly
or to give the meaning of something o How
would you define the word ‘environmen-
tal’? 2. to indicate the limits of something
o The police operate within limits that have
been clearly defined. o The memo tried to
define the way in which the two depart-
ments should work together.

® definite /'def(o)nat/ adj very sure o [
need a definite answer. o He was quite def-
inite that he had seen the girl at the bus
stop.

definite article /,def(o)not 'a:tik(o)l/
noun the word ‘the’ in English, or a word
with a similar use in another language

@ definitely /'def(o)notli/ adv certainly
o I'll definitely be there by 7 o’clock. o Are
you coming ? — Definitely not!

@ definition /,defi'nif(o)n/ noun an ex-
planation of the meaning of a word o A bi-
lingual dictionary doesn’t give definitions,
only translations. o Look up the definition
of ‘democracy’ in the dictionary.
definitive /di'finitiv/ adj final, which
cannot be improved on

deflate /di:'fleit/ (deflates, deflating,
deflated) verb to let the air out of some-
thing, e.g. of a tyre or balloon o Their hot
air balloon began to deflate.

deflated /di:'flert1d/ adjfeeling unhappy
and lacking confidence in yourself
deflect /di'flekt/ (deflects, deflecting,
deflected) verb to turn aside something,
e.g. an arrow or a bullet, so that it goes in
another direction

deforestation /di: fori'sterf(o)n/ noun
the act of cutting down trees from an area
of land

deformed /di'fo:md/ adjhaving a twist-
ed or unattractive shape

deformity /di'formiti/ (plural deformi-
ties) noun the fact of being deformed
defragment /di:freg'ment/ (defrag-
ments, defragmenting, defragmented)
verb to arrange the storage space in a com-
puter
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defraud /di'fro:d/ (defrauds, defraud-
ing, defrauded) verb to cheat someone to
get their money o He defrauded the old
lady of £10,000.

defrost /di:'frost/ (defrosts, defrosting,
defrosted) verb 1. to remove ice which has
formed in a refrigerator or freezer o I must
defrost the freezer. 2. (of frozen food) to
thaw out o A large turkey will take 24 hours
to defrost.

deft /deft/ adj very agile or clever with
your hands

defunct /di'fapkt/ adj no longer func-
tioning

defuse /di:'fju:z/ (defuses, defusing,
defused) verb 1. to take the fuse out of a
bomb so that it cannot explode o An army
unit was brought in to defuse the bomb. 2.
to make a situation less tense o The chair-
man made some jokes to try to defuse the
situation. o The UN Secretary General has
moved to try to defuse the crisis.

defy /di'far/ (defies, defying, defied)
verb 1. to refuse to obey the law o He
should never have tried to defy the univer-
sity authorities. 2. o to defy description,
belief etc to be almost impossible to de-
scribe, believe, etc o His latest film defies
description.

degenerate! /dr'dzen(o)rat/ adj which
has become morally weak or bad o He was
shocked by the student art exhibition which
he termed ‘degenerate scribbling’.
degenerate? /di'dzenorert/ (degener-
ates, degenerating, degenerated) verb to
get worse o Her condition degenerated
quickly once she went into hospital. o The
celebrations rapidly degenerated into riot-
ing.

degrade /di'greid/ (degrades, degrad-
ing, degraded) verb 1. to make someone
do something that is humiliating o She had
no money but refused to degrade herself by
making false social security claims. 2. to
change a chemical compound into a sim-
pler form, to decompose o Some plastics
will degrade if left in the sun.
degrading/di'greidiy/ adj which makes
a person like an animal

® degree /di'gri/ noun 1. a unit for
measuring temperature or angles, shown
by the symbol (°) o an angle of eighty de-
grees o The temperature of the water is
above 20°. (NOTE: With figures, degree is
usually written as the symbol °: 25° Celsius.)
2. a qualification from a university [~in] o a
degree in mathematics 3. a small amount of
something such as a quality or an emotion

[~of] o I approached the animal with some
degree of fear. o The degree of public inter-
est in the announcement surprised them. o
to some or a certain degree partly o It’s
his own fault to a certain degree.
dehydrate / di:har'drert/ (dehydrates,
dehydrating, dehydrated) verb 1. to re-
move water from something 2. to lose wa-
ter from the body

dehydrated /di:har'dreitid/ adj (of
food) having lost water

deity /'denti/ (plural deities) noun a god
déja vu/derza: 'vui/ noun a feeling that
you have already seen something before o
When he came into the room, he immedi-
ately had a feeling of déja vu.

dejected /di'dzektid/ adj very unhappy
or discouraged

@® delay /di'ler/ noun the length of time
by which something is late [~of/~in] o a de-
lay of ten minutes o We are sorry for the de-
lay in replying to your letter. m verb (de-
lays, delaying, delayed) 1. to make some-
one or something late o The train has been
delayed by fog. o He was delayed because
his taxi had an accident. 2. to put some-
thing off until later o We will delay making
a decision until we see the result of the
election. o The company has delayed pay-
ment of all invoices.

delegate /'deligat/ noun a person who
represents others at a meeting o The minis-
ter met delegates from the union.
delegate? /'delo,gert/ (delegates, dele-
gating, delegated) verb to pass authority
or responsibility on to someone else o She
finds it difficult to delegate. o He delegated
the job of locking up the shop to the junior
manager.

delegation /deli'gerf(o)n/ noun 1. a
group of representatives o The minister
met a union delegation. 2. the act of pass-
ing on authority or responsibility to some-
one else o The secret of good management
is delegation.

® delete /dr'li:t/ (deletes, deleting, de-
leted) verb to cut out part of something,
e.g. a document or a computer file
deletion /dr'li:f(o)n/ noun 1. the action
of deleting something o The court asked
for the deletion of several sentences from
the magazine article. o She made several
deletions to the original text. 2. a word or
phrase which has been deleted o In spite of
all the deletions, the article is still too long.
deli /'deli/ noun same as delicatessen
(informal)
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deliberate! /di'lib(e)rat/ adj 1. done on
purpose o It was a deliberate attempt to
spoil her birthday party. 2. slow and
thoughtful in speaking or doing something
o She has a very deliberate way of signing
her name.

deliberate? /dr'liboreit/ (deliberates,
deliberating, deliberated) verb to discuss
or think carefully about something o The
council were deliberating all morning. o
I'll need some time to deliberate on the
possible ways of solving the problem.

® deliberately /dr'lib(o)rotli/ adv on
purpose o It was an accident — I didn’t hit
her deliberately. o He deliberately left the
cage door open.

deliberation /di,liba'rerf(o)n/ noun 1.
great care o He moved his king with great
deliberation and leant back with a smile. 2.
a discussion o After lengthy deliberations
the meeting voted on the proposal. o Did
their deliberations produce any result?
delicacy /'delikosi/ (plural delicacies)
noun 1. sensitivity o It is a question which
has to be handled with great delicacy. 2.
the state of being delicate o The delicacy of
the glasses means that they have to be han-
dled very carefully. 3. an unusual and tasty
thing to eat o They bought all sorts of deli-
cacies for the Christmas party.

delicate /'delikot/ adj 1. made from ma-
terials that are thin and light and easily
damaged o a delicate china vase 2. likely
to getill o Little babies are very delicate. o
She was a delicate child.

delicatessen / deliko'tes(o)n/ noun a
shop selling cold meats and imported food
products

delicious /d1'lifos/ adjtasting very good
o Can I have another piece of that deli-
cious cake? (NOTE: + deliciously adv)
delight /dr'lait/ noun 1. pleasure o The
news was greeted with delight by the wait-
ing crowd. o to take (great) delight in
something to enjoy something 2. some-
thing which gives someone pleasure m verb
(delights, delighting, delighted) 1. to give
great pleasure to someone o His speech de-
lighted the audience. 2. to enjoy something
[~in] o She delights in teasing her little
brother.

@ delighted /di'laitid/ adj very pleased
@ delightful /dr'laitf(o)l/ adj very pleas-
ant o What a delightful show of flowers!
delirious /dr'lirias/ adj 1. suffering from
delirium o She collapsed and became de-
lirious. 2. very excited and happy o They
were delirious when they won the lottery.

delirium /di'liriom/ noun a mental state
in which a person is confused, restless and
very excited and has hallucinations

@® deliver /di'livo/ (delivers, delivering,
delivered) verb 1. to bring something to
someone [~to] o Has today’s newspaper
been delivered yet? o He delivered the let-
ter to her himself so as to be sure she got it.
2. o to deliver a baby to help a mother
when a baby is being born o The twins were
delivered by the midwife. 3. o to deliver a
speech to make a speech o This is the full
text of the speech the President delivered at
the meeting. < to deliver the goods to do
what you promised to do o You can always
rely on him to deliver the goods.

@® delivery /di'liv(o)ri/ (plural deliver-
ies) noun the act of bringing something to
someone o There is no charge for delivery
within the London area. o Use the back en-
trance for deliveries. o The next delivery
will be on Thursday.

delta /'delto/ noun1. a triangular piece of
land at the mouth of a large river, formed of
silt carried by the river o the Mississippi
Delta 2. the fourth letter of the Greek al-
phabet. Symbol &#948;

delude /di'lu:d/ (deludes, deluding, de-
luded) verb to make someone believe
something which is wrong

deluge /'delju:ds/ noun 1. a flood of
something, e.g. questions or orders o We
had a deluge of phone calls after our TV
commercial. 2. a heavy rainfall o It had
been dry for weeks and then last Saturday
we had a deluge. m verb (deluges, delug-
ing, deluged) 1. to flood a place 2. to over-
whelm someone with a flood of something
o We were deluged with phone calls.
delusion /di'lu:3(o)n/ noun a false belief
which a person holds, which cannot be
changed by reason

de luxe /d1 '1aks/ adj very expensive or of
very high quality

delve /delv/ (delves, delving, delved)
verb 1. to investigate something [~into] o /
remember the case but I might have to
delve deeply to get the details. o He has
been delving into the past history of the
family. 2.to look somewhere for something
o She delved in the drawer and produced a
small booklet.

® demand /di'ma:nd/ noun 1. the act of
asking for something [~for] o a demand for
payment 2. the need for particular goods or
services [~for] o We cannot keep up with the
demand for our new machine. o to meet or
fill a demand to supply what is needed o
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The factory had to increase production to
meet the extra demand. o there is not
much demand for this item not many
people want to buy this item o this item is
in great demand many people want to buy
this item m verb (demands, demanding,
demanded) to ask firmly for something
[~(that)/~to] o I demand an explanation for
your behaviour. o They demanded that
more information be made available. o We
demanded to know how long it would be
before we received a reply.

® demanding /di'ma:ndiy/ adj which
takes up much time and energy
demeaning /di'miinig/ adj
makes you appear undignified
demeanour /di'mi:no/ noun a person’s
behaviour or manner (NOTE: The US spell-
ing is demeanor.)

dementia /di'menfo/ noun a loss of
mental ability and memory, causing confu-
sion and changes to the personality, due to
a disease of the brain

demise /di'maiz/ noun a death (formal)
demo /'demouv/ noun same as demon-
stration

@ democracy /di'mokrosi/ noun 1. a
country governed by politicians who have
been elected by the people 2. a system of
government in which politicians are elect-
ed by the people o The people want democ-
racy, not a dictatorship.

® democrat /'demokrzt/ noun a person
who believes in democracy o All true dem-
ocrats will unite against the dictator.

@ democratic / dema'kreetik/ adjrelat-
ing to democracy o They promised to re-
store democratic government.

® demolish /di'mplif/ (demolishes,
demolishing, demolished) verb 1. to
knock something down o We demolished
the old church and built a new one. 2. to eat
something completely o He demolished
the whole chocolate cake. 3. to show that
something is completely wrong o He wrote
an article demolishing the professor’s the-
ories.

demolition /, dema'lif(o)n/ noun the ac-
tion of knocking down something such as a
building

demon /'dizmon/ noun a devil o The pic-
ture shows red demons throwing people
into a fire.

demonstrable /di'mpnstrob(o)l/ adj
which can be proved or demonstrated

@ demonstrate /'demonstreit/ (dem-
onstrates, demonstrating, demonstrat-
ed) verb 1. to show something

which

[~(that)/~what/where/how etc] o This inci-
dent demonstrates that nothing has
changed. o He demonstrated how the ma-
chine worked. 2. to protest against some-
thing in public [~against] o A group were
demonstrating against the new motorway.
® demonstration /, demon'stre1f(o)n/
noun 1. the act of showing how something
works o Can you give me a demonstration
of the new machine? 2. a crowd of people
who are protesting against something
[~against] o a demonstration against the
policy on student funding
demonstrative /di'monstrotiv/ adj (of
a person) who openly shows his or her feel-
ings o She’s not very demonstrative, but I
think she appreciated her gift all the same.
® demonstrator /'demonstreita/ noun
a person who marches or who forms part of
a crowd protesting against something o A
crowd of demonstrators blocked the road.
o The police used water cannon to clear
demonstrators from in front of the Parlia-
ment building.

demoralised /di'mproalaizd/, demoral-
ized adj unhappy and discouraged
demoralising /di'mporolaiziy/, demor-
alizing adj which demoralises you or low-
ers your confidence

demote /di'mout/ (demotes, demoting,
demoted) verb to give someone a less im-
portant job or reduce an employee to a low-
er rank or grade (NOTE: + demotion n)
demure /di'mjus/ adj quiet and serious
den/den/ noun1. a place where an animal
hides away o a lion’s den 2. a small room
where you can hide away to work o Dad’s
in his den, so don’t disturb him.

denial /di'naiol/ noun a statement that
something is not true

denigrate /'denigreit/ (denigrates,
denigrating, denigrated) verb to say that
someone or something is not very good
denim /'denim/ noun a thick cotton cloth,
usually blue

denomination /dr,nomi1'nerf(o)n/
noun 1. a unit of money written on a coin,
banknote or stamp o Coins of all denomi-
nations are put in the church collection
box. o The bank has run out of small de-
nomination notes. 2. areligious grouping o
The Protestant Church is divided into sev-
eral denominations. o What denomination
does he belong to?

® denounce /dr'nauns/ (denounces,
denouncing, denounced) verb 1. to blame
or to accuse someone or something openly
o Someone denounced him to the police. o
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He was denounced as a racist by a fellow
professor. 2. to say you disapprove of
someone or something publicly o She de-
nounced the council’s policy as short-
sighted.

dense /dens/ adj 1. very thick o Dense
fog closed the airport. 2. with a lot of trees
or plants o They tried to find their way
through dense forest. 3. containing a lot of
information o [ find it difficult to read
through 100 pages of dense text.

® density /'densiti/ noun 1. (in physics)
the amount of mass per unit of volume o
heavy density oils 2. the number of things
in a certain area o the high traffic density in
the centre of Rome o London suffers from
high population density.

dent /dent/ noun a mark that curves in-
wards, especially in metal, made by hitting
something o Someone has made a dent in
my car door. m verb (dents, denting, dent-
ed) to make a mark like this in something
o He backed into a tree and dented the car.
dental /'dent (a)l/ adj referring to teeth
dental floss /'dent(9)] flos/ noun a thin
waxed thread for pulling between your
teeth to remove pieces of food

@ dentist /'dentist/ noun a person
whose job is to look after and provide treat-
ment for your teeth

dentistry /'dentistri/ noun 1. the profes-
sion of a dentist 2. the branch of medicine
dealing with teeth and gums

dentures /'dent [oz/ plural noun artificial
teeth which fit inside the mouth and are
used in place of teeth which have been tak-
en out

denunciation /di,nansi'erf(o)n/ noun a
public accusation or blame

@ deny /di'nar/ (denies, denying, de-
nied) verb to state that something is not
true [~(that)] o He flatly denied stealing the
car. o She denied that she had ever seen
him.

deodorant /di'oud(a)ront/ noun a sub-
stance which hides and prevents unpleas-
ant body smells

® depart /di'pa:t/ (departs, departing,
departed) verb to go away from a place
[~for/~from] o The coach departs for Edin-
burgh from London at 09.00.

® department /di'pa:tmont/ noun 1. a
section of a large company o He is in
charge of the marketing department. o
Write to the complaints department about
the service. 2. one of the sections of the
government o the Department for Educa-
tion and Skills o the Department of Trans-

port 3. a part of a large shop o If you want
cheese you'll need to go to the food depart-
ment. o You will find beds in the furniture
department.

® department store /di'pa:tmont
sto1/ noun a large shop with several differ-
ent sections

® departure /di'pa:t fo/ noun the act of
leaving a place o The plane’s departure
was delayed by two hours. o The departure
time is 3 o’clock. m plural noun departures
the part of an airport terminal which deals
with passengers who are leaving. Compare
arrival

® depend /di'pend/ (depends, depend-
ing, depended) verb o it depends it is
linked to something else o ’'Are there any
seats available for the show?’ ’It depends
how many people you need tickets for.” o to
depend on something to happen only be-
cause of something else happening first o
The success of the book will depend on the
publicity campaign. o I'd like to come but
it depends what time we can leave work. o
to depend on someone or something to be
sure that someone will do what they say
they will do, or that something will happen
as expected o You can’t depend on Jack —
he’s always too busy to help. o You can de-
pend on her to do her best. o The company
depends on government grants. ¢ it (all)
depends it is not certain (informal) o We
may go to France on holiday, or Spain, it
all depends.

dependable /di'pendob(a)l/ adj that can
be relied on

dependant /di'pendont/ noun a mem-
ber of the family who is financially sup-
ported by another (NOTE: Do not confuse
with dependent.)

® dependence /di'pendons/ noun the
fact of being dependent on someone or
something

® dependent /di'pendont/ adj 1. need-
ing money from someone else in order to
live o She has five dependent relatives. 2.
needing someone else’s help in order to
live or succeed o The patients become very
dependent on the hospital staff. 3. caused
or affected by something o The success of
the project is dependent on getting a gov-
ernment grant. (NOTE: [all adj senses] Do
not confuse with dependant.) m noun US
spelling of dependant

® depict /di'pikt/ (depicts, depicting,
depicted) verb to show or describe some-
thing [~as] o Newspapers like to depict him
as a lovable crook.
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deplete /di'pli:t/ (depletes, depleting,
depleted) verb to reduce available stocks
or stores

depleted /di'pli:tid/ adj containing less
of something than before

deplorable /di'ploirob(a)l/ adj very bad
deplore /di'ploy/ (deplores, deploring,
deplored) verb to say you strongly dislike
an action or an attitude (formal) o We de-
plore the violence that is taking place.

® deploy /di'plov/ (deploys, deploying,
deployed) verb to spread out soldiers, etc.
ready for action

deport /di'po:t/ (deports, deporting, de-
ported) verb to expel someone from a
country (NOTE: + deportation n)

depose /di'pouz/ (deposes, deposing,
deposed) verb to remove a king from the
throne or a ruler from office

® deposit /di'pozit/ noun1. money kept
in a bank o Her deposits in the bank had
grown over the years. 2. a particular
amount of money that you give someone as
a first payment for something expensive o
She had to pay a deposit on the watch. o
Can you leave £50 as deposit? o I paid a
30% deposit and don’t have to pay any-
thing more for six months. m verb (depos-
its, depositing, deposited) to put money
into a bank account o She deposited £100
in her current account. o The cheque ar-
rived at long last, and I deposited it imme-
diately.

deposit account /di'pozit o kaunt/
noun an account which pays interest but on
which notice usually has to be given to
withdraw money

® depot /'depau/ noun 1. a central ware-
house for goods o a freight depot o a goods
depot o an oil storage depot 2. a centre for
transport o a bus depot o a tram depot
depraved /di'preivd/ adj wicked or im-
moral

depreciate /di'pri:fi et/ (depreciates,
depreciating, depreciated) verb to lose
value o The pound has depreciated by 5%
against the dollar.

® depress /di'pres/ (depresses, de-
pressing, depressed) verb 1. to make
someone sad or miserable o Listening to
that particular piece of music always de-
presses me. 2. to push down a button o To
activate the alarm, depress both buttons si-
multaneously.

® depressed /di'prest/ adj so unhappy
that you are not able to enjoy life, especial-
ly over a long period of time o She’s been
feeling depressed since the accident.

® depressing /di'presig/ adj making
you feel sad or unhappy

® depression /di'pref(o)n/ noun 1. a
mental state where you feel miserable and
hopeless o He was in a state of depression
after the exams. o She is subject to fits of
depression. 2. a low pressure area bringing
bad weather o The depression coming from
the Atlantic will bring rain to most parts of
the country. o Winds move anticlockwise
round a depression. 3. an economic crisis o
Have many companies here been affected
by the current world depression? 4. a place
which is lower than the area round it o A
pool of water had formed in a depression
in the rocks.

deprivation /,depri'verf(o)n/ noun 1. a
state of being deprived of something 2. a
state of not having enough of the things
necessary for a normal life, such as food
and housing o They suffered dreadful dep-
rivation(s) during the war.

deprive /di'praiv/ (deprives, depriving,
deprived) verb to take something away
from someone, or not to let someone have
something o We’ve been deprived of sun-
shine all month. o Poverty deprived her of
all the usual comforts of life.

deprived /di'praivd/ adj not enjoying
many of society’s benefits

® depth /dep6/ noun a measurement of
how deep something is o The depth of the
lake is 20m. o The submarine dived to a
depth of 200m.

@ deputy /'depjuti/ (plural deputies)
noun 1. a person who makes decisions
when the manager or boss is away o She’s
acting as deputy while the managing direc-
tor is in hospital. 2. a person who helps
someone in their job o He appointed her as
his deputy.

derail /di:'re1l/ (derails, derailing, de-
railed) verb to make a train leave the rails
derby /'da:bi/ (plural derbies) noun 1. a
bowler hat 2. a sporting contest between
local teams o There are always crowds at
the local derby.

deregulation /di:,regju'leif(o)n/ noun
reducing government control over an in-
dustry

derelict /'derilikt/ adj ruined and aban-
doned o They plan to build the housing de-
velopment on derelict land near the city
centre. o They bought a derelict cottage to
do it up.

deride /di'rard/ (derides, deriding, de-
rided) verb to laugh at someone or some-
thing
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derision /di'ri3(o)n/ noun the act of
laughing at someone or something because
you think they are stupid

derisive /di'raisiv/ adjlaughing at some-
one because you think they are stupid
derisory /di'raisori/ adj ridiculously
small

derivation /,der1'ver[(o)n/ noun the ori-
gin of a word

derive /di'raiv/ (derives, deriving, de-
rived) verb to get something from some-
thing

dermatologist /,d3:ma'toladzist/
noun a doctor who specialises in the study
and treatment of diseases of the skin
derogatory /di'rpgot(o)ri/ adj showing
dislike for someone or something
descend /di'send/ (descends, de-
scending, descended) verb 1. to go down
something such as a ladder o The president
seemed to stumble as he descended the
steps from the plane. 2. o to be descended
from someone to have someone as an an-
cestor o On his mother’s side, he is de-
scended from one of William the Conquer-
or’s knights.

® descendant /di'sendont/ noun a
member of a family with a particular an-
cestor

® descent /di'sent/ noun 1. the process
of going down [~into/to] o The descent into
the mine takes just under three minutes. 2.
family ancestry o He can trace his descent
back to or from William I. o she is of Irish
descent her family is from Ireland 3. a
downbhill slope o She successfully complet-
ed a tricky descent. (NOTE: Do not confuse
with dissent.)

® describe /di'skraib/ (describes, de-
scribing, described) verb to say or write
what someone or something is like
[~how/what/who etc/~as] o Can you de-
scribe the car which hit the old lady? o She
described how the bus suddenly left the
road. o He described the man as tall with a
black beard.

® description /di'skripfon/ noun the
act of saying or writing what something or
someone is like

descriptive /di'skriptiv/ adj which says
what something is like

desecrate /'desikreit/ (desecrates,
desecrating, desecrated) verb to treat a
place such as a church or a grave in a dis-
respectful way (NOTE: + desecration n)
desegregation  /diisegri'gerf(o)n/
noun the act of ending the segregation of a

group of people or an institution (NOTE: +
desegregate v)

desert! /'dezot/ noun a very dry area of
the world, usually covered with rocks or
sand (NOTE: Do not confuse with dessert.)
desert? /di'z3:t/ (deserts, deserting, de-
serted) verb 1. to leave the armed forces
without permission 2. to leave someone in
a difficult situation

deserted /di'z3:t1d/ adjwith no people o
We walked around the deserted town.
deserter /di'z3:to/ noun a person who
leaves the armed forces without permis-
sion

desert island /,dezot 'ailond/ noun a
tropical island with no inhabitants

@ deserve /di'z3:v/ (deserves, deserv-
ing, deserved) verb to earn something be-
cause of what you have done o He didn’t
deserve to win because he cheated. o I've
been on my feet all day — I think I deserve
a sit-down. o He deserves a holiday.
deserving /di'z3:viyg/ adj which should
be supported or helped

@ design /di'zain/ noun a plan or draw-
ing of something, before it is made or built
[~for] o the designs for the new opera house
m verb (designs, designing, designed) to
draw plans for the shape or appearance of
something before it is made or built o He
designed the new university library. o She
designs garden furniture.

designate' /dezigneit/ (designates,
designating, designated) verb to appoint
someone to a post o He has been designat-
ed as our representative at the meeting.
designate? /'dezignot/ adj appointed to
a particular job but not doing it yet o the
chief executive designate (NOTE: always af-
ter a noun)

® designer /di'zaind/ noun an artist
who plans the shape or appearance of
things such as goods, clothes or rooms
desirable /di'zarorob(o)l/ adj which a
lot of people want

@® desire /d1'zard/ noun something that
you want very much [~for] o It’s difficult to
satisfy the public’s desire for information.
o She had a sudden desire to lie down and
go to sleep. m verb (desires, desiring, de-
sired) to want something (formal) o Most
of us desire a large comfortable home. ¢ to
leave a lot to be desired not to be of the
right standard, not to be acceptable o The
bathrooms in the hotel leave a lot to be de-
sired.

desired/di'zarod/ adj wanted or required
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@ desk /desk/ noun 1. a table, often with
drawers, used for writing o He put the pa-
pers away in his desk drawer. o She was
sitting at her desk when the telephone
rang. 2. a government department o She
works on the Central Europe desk in the
Foreign Office.

desk tidy /'desk  taidi/ noun a small
container kept on a desk to keep things
such as pens and paper clips tidy
desktop /'desktop/ noun 1. the top sur-
face of a desk 2. a display on a computer
screen that shows images representing
available programs and files

desktop publishing / desktop
'pablif1g/ noun the production of publica-
tions using a personal computer
desolate /'desolot/ adjbleak and desert-
ed o a desolate mountainside

despair /di'spea/ noun a feeling that a
situation is so bad that there is nothing you
can do to make it better o When he lost his
Jjob and his girlfriend left him, he was filled
with despair. m verb (despairs, despairing,
despaired) to give up all hope of achieving
something < the depths of despair a situ-
ation where there is complete lack of hope
® desperate /'desp(a)rat/ adj 1. having
a strong need for something that you are
not able to get, and feeling very worried
because you do not know how to solve the
problem [~for] o Food ran out and the peo-
ple were becoming desperate. o They were
desperate for news of their son. 2. urgent o
There is a desperate need for medical sup-
plies.

despicable /di'spikob(a)l/ adj unpleas-
ant, which you despise

despise /di'spaiz/ (despises, despis-
ing, despised) verb to look down on some-
one, to think someone is not worth much
® despite /di'spait/ prep although
something happened or was done o De-
spite the wet weather we still enjoyed our
holiday.

despondent /di'spondont/ adj discour-
aged and unhappy

dessert/di'z3:t/ noun a sweet dish at the
end of a meal o The meal will end with a
dessert of strawberries and cream. o
What’s for dessert? (NOTE: Do not confuse
with desert. The word dessert is mainly
used in restaurants. At home, this part of the
meal is usually called the sweet or afters or
pudding.)

destabilise /di:'sterbilaiz/ (destabilis-
es, destabilising, destabilised), destabi-

lize verb to make a country or government
less stable

destination / desti'neif(a)n/ noun the
place to which a person or vehicle is going
o We reached our destination at eight
o’clock. o The destination is shown on the
front of the bus.

destined /'destind/ adj 1. going or being
sent to a particular place [~for] o All mail
destined for Canada is delayed because of
the postal workers’ strike. 2. certain to
have, do or experience something [~for/~to]
o She’s destined for a great career on TV. o
They were destined to fail in their search
for gold.

destiny /'destini/ noun 1. what will hap-
pen to you in the future o The war affected
the destinies of many people. 2. a power
that controls what happens to you in the fu-
ture o You never know what destiny has in
store for you.

destitute /'destit ju:t/ adj with very little
money and very few belongings

@ destroy /di'stro1/ (destroys, destroy-
ing, destroyed) verb to damage something
so badly that it no longer exists o The bomb
destroyed several buildings. o A lot of pri-
vate property was destroyed in the war.
destroyer /di'strore/ noun a medium-
sized naval ship

@® destruction /di'strakfon/ noun the
action of destroying something o the de-
struction of the village by enemy bombs o
The volcano caused enormous destruction.
o After the bomb attack there was a scene
of total destruction. (NOTE: no plural)
destructive /di'straktiv/ adj which de-
stroys

® detach /di'tet [/ (detaches, detach-
ing, detached) verb to separate something
from something or someone
detachable /di'tet[ob(o)l/ adj which
you can detach

detached /di'tzt[t/ adj o detached
house a house which stands alone, not at-
tached to another

detachment /di'tet mont/ noun 1. in-
difference, lack of particular interest o He
glanced at the advancing policemen with
an air of detachment. 2. a small group of
soldiers o Detachments of marines have
been sent to the island.

@ detail /'dizterl/ noun a small piece of
information o Send in your CV including
full details of your past experience. o Can
you give me further details of when the ac-
cident took place? o I can’t make out the
details in the photo because the light is



detailed

172

bad. o The policeman noted down the de-
tails of the incident. m verb (details, detail-
ing, detailed) to list all the facts or items o
He detailed the work which had to be done.
& in detail with as much information as
possible o The catalogue lists all the furni-
ture in detail. o Please describe the cir-
cumstances of the accident in as much de-
tail as possible.

@ detailed /'di:te1ld/ adj giving a lot of
details o We need a detailed list of the items
which have been stolen. o The police is-
sued detailed descriptions of the two men.
detain /dr'tein/ (detains, detaining, de-
tained) verb 1. to keep someone in a police
station or prison o The police have de-
tained a man for questioning. 2. to stop
someone from leaving o I'm sorry I'm late
— I was detained by a phone call.

® detect /di'tekt/ (detects, detecting,
detected) verb 1. to discover something
scientifically o If breast cancer is detected
early enough, it can be cured. 2. to notice
o I detected some unwillingness to agree to
the change.

@ detective /di'tekt1v/ nouna police of-
ficer whose job is to try to find out who
committed crimes o Detectives have inter-
viewed four suspects.

® detector /dr'tekto/ noun an instru-
ment which checks whether something is
present

® detention /di'tenf(o)n/ noun 1. im-
prisonment o After he was released from
detention he committed the same offence
again. o The internees were kept in deten-
tion camps. 2. keeping children at school as
a punishment o The children were kept in
detention after school.

deter /di'tsy/ (deters, deterring, de-
terred) verb o to deter someone from do-
ing something to discourage someone
from doing something o The heavy rain
didn’t deter us from visiting the town. o We
have installed cameras to deter shoplifters.
detergent /di't3:dzont/ noun a cleaning
substance which removes grease and bac-
teria from things such as clothes or dishes
deteriorate /dr'tioriorert/ (deterio-
rates, deteriorating, deteriorated) verb to
go bad; to get worse (NOTE: + deterioration
n)

@ determination /di ta:mr'nerf(o)n/
noun a strong wish to do something, and
not to let anyone stop you doing it [~in] o
The government needs to show more deter-
mination in its fight against street crime. o

They admired his determination to win the
prize.

® determine /di'taimin/ (determines,
determining, determined) verb 1. to fix
something such as a date o The meeting
will be at a date still to be determined. 2. o
to determine to do something to make a
decision to do something (formal) o I deter-
mined not to make the same mistake again.
3. to find out the details of something
[~what/whether/why/who etc] o The police
have to determine what really happened. 4.
to affect something in a particular way o
His exam results will determine his future.
@® determined /di't3:mind/ adjhaving a
strong wish to do something, and not let-
ting anyone prevent you from doing it o
She’s a very determined young woman,
and will go far. o He had a very determined
expression on his face. o She is determined
to win the prize.

determiner /di'taimino/ noun a pro-
noun or article which comes before an ad-
jective or noun, and shows what is being
referred to, such as ‘this’ in ‘this old car’
(grammar)

deterrent /di'teront/ noun something
which stops people from wanting to do
something o Cameras by the side of the
road act as a deterrent to people who drive
too fast.

detest /di'test/ (detests, detesting, de-
tested) verb to dislike someone or some-
thing intensely

detonate /'detonert/ (detonates, deto-
nating, detonated) verb 1. to set off an ex-
plosive o The police detonated the package
found under the car. 2. to explode o A shell
landed in their garden but failed to deto-
nate. (NOTE: + detonation n)

detonator /'detonerto/ noun a small ex-
plosive charge which will set off a large ex-
plosion

detox /'di:toks/ noun 1. medical treat-
ment which helps people to stop taking
drugs or drinking too much alcohol 2. the
process of stopping taking drugs or drink-
ing alcohol m verb (detoxes, detoxing, de-
toxed) to stop taking harmful substances in
order to improve your health o No thanks,
I’m detoxing after last week’s excesses.
detract /di'trekt/ (detracts, detracting,
detracted) verb to make something less
useful, attractive or interesting [~from] o
Her rudeness to the judges detracted from
the prize-giving ceremony.

detriment /'detrimont/ noun damage
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detrimental /, detri'ment(a)l/ adj which
can harm

devalue /di:'velju:/ (devalues, devalu-
ing, devalued) verb to reduce the value of
a currency in relation to that of other coun-
tries (NOTE: + devaluation n)

® devastate /'devastert/ (devastates,
devastating, devastated) verb to wreck
something completely

devastated /'devastertid/ adj 1. badly
damaged o Relief agencies are trying to
help the devastated region. 2. upset by
something such as bad news o She was
devastated when she was made redundant.
o When he read the report in the paper he
was completely devastated.

devastating /'devostertiy/ adj 1. caus-
ing a lot of damage o The country has still
not recovered from the devastating effects
of the storm. 2. shocking, upsetting o The
news from Paris was devastating.

® develop /di'velop/ (develops, devel-
oping, developed) verb 1. to grow and
change [~from/~into] o Eventually, a cater-
pillar will develop into a butterfly. o A
flower develops from a bud. 2. to make
something larger o He exercises in order to
develop his muscles. 3. to get an illness o
She developed a cold at the weekend. 4. to
plan and produce something [~into/~from] o
It was eventually developed into a popular
game from an idea he’d had as a student. 5.
to plan and build something [~as/into] o
The company is developing a chain of res-
taurants. o They are planning to develop
the site as or into an industrial estate. 6. to
produce a photograph from film o We can
develop your film in an hour.

developer /di'velopa/ noun a person or
company that plans and builds roads, air-
ports, houses, factories or office buildings
o The land has been acquired by develop-
ers for a housing estate.

® development /di'velopmont/ noun
1. growth o The development of the embryo
takes place rapidly. 2. the planning and
production of a new product 3. the act of
planning and building on an area of land 4.
a group of buildings that have been built to-
gether at the same time

deviant /'di:viont/ adj different from
normal

deviate /'di:viert/ (deviates, deviating,
deviated) verb to be different from what is
normal or usual [~from] o The celebrations
deviated from their normal pattern by be-
ing held on a Sunday. o He did not deviate
[from the written version of his speech.

deviation / di:vi'e1f(o)n/ noun changing
from what is usual

@® device /di'vais/ noun a small tool or
piece of equipment that is useful for a par-
ticular purpose [~for] o He invented a de-
vice for fixing tops on bottles. ¢ to be left
to your own devices to be allowed to do
whatever you want

devil /'dev(a)l/ noun 1. an evil spirit o He
believes in ghosts and devils and all that
sort of thing. 2. a person o He’s won the lot-
tery, lucky devil! o Poor devil! I must go
and see him in hospital.

devil’s advocate /,dev(o)lz '&dvokat/
noun a person who argues the opposite
point of view, in order to stimulate discus-
sion about a widely held opinion
devious /'di:vios/ adj 1. not honest or
straightforward o It’s just a very devious
plan to avoid paying the staff more money.
2. not going straight o The taxi took us on
a very devious route to Piccadilly Circus.
devise /di'vaiz/ (devises, devising, de-
vised) verb to think up or invent something
o We've devised a new timetable for the
summer term. o He devised a plan for mak-
ing more money out of the farm.

devoid /di'voird/ adj without something
[~of] o The book is devoid of literary merit.
devolution / di:vo'lu:f(o)n/ noun the
passing of power from a central govern-
ment to a local or regional authority
devote /di'vout/ (devotes, devoting, de-
voted) verb o to devote time to something
to spend time on something o Don’t you
think you've devoted enough time to your
model planes? o to devote yourself to
something to spend all your time on some-
thing o She devoted herself to looking after
refugee children.

devoted /di'voutid/ adj 1. loving [~to] o
a devoted father 2. showing affection to
someone [~to] o He is devoted to his chil-
dren. 3. spending all your time on some-
thing [~to] o She’s devoted to her flower
garden.

devotion /di'vouf(o)n/ noun 1. love 2.
constant work on behalf of someone or
something

devour /di'vaua/ (devours, devouring,
devoured) verb to eat something greedily
devout /di'vaut/ adj deeply religious
dew /dju:/ noun water which forms at
night on objects in the open air (NOTE: Do
not confuse with due.)

dexterity /dek'steriti/ noun skill in us-
ing your hands or mind
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diabetes /,daio'bi:tizz/ noun a condition
in which the body cannot control sugar ab-
sorption because the pancreas does not
produce enough insulin

diabetic /da'betik/ noun a person
with diabetes o She is a diabetic and has to
have regular injections of insulin.
diabolical /da'bolik(o)l/ adj 1. evil
and wicked o They devised a diabolical
plot to assassinate the Prime Minister. 2.
very bad o The food in the staff canteen is
diabolical.

diagnose /'darognouz/ (diagnoses, di-
agnosing, diagnosed) verb to identify a
patient’s illness by examining him or her
and noting symptoms

diagnosis /,daiog'nousis/ (plural diag-
noses) noun the identification of an illness
diagonal /dar'zgon(o)l/ adj going
straight from one corner to another o He
drew a diagonal line on the floor. o Areas
of the map shaded with diagonal lines indi-
cate cultivated land. m noun a diagonal line
@ diagram /'darogreem/ noun a plan or
accurate drawing o She drew a diagram to
show how to get to her house.

® dial /'darol/ noun a round face of a
measuring instrument or an old type of tel-
ephone o The pilot sits in front of a display
of dials. m verb (dials, dialling, dialled) to
call a telephone number using the buttons
on a telephone o To call the police you
must dial 999. o Dial 9 to get an outside
line.

® dialect /'darolekt/ noun a variety of a
language spoken in a particular area o They
were speaking in a local dialect.

dialling code /'damlig koud/ noun a
special phone number for a town or coun-
try

dialling tone /'darolig toun/ noun the
noise made by a telephone to show that it is
ready for you to dial a number

dialog box /'darolog boks/ nouna small
area on a computer screen that presents the
user with a choice

@ dialogue /'darlog/ noun 1. a conver-
sation between two people [~between] o
The next exercise on the tape is a dialogue
between a shopkeeper and a customer. 2.
the spoken words in a film or TV drama 3.
political talks or negotiations [~be-
tween/~with] o They are encouraging more
dialogue with consumer groups. (NOTE: [all
senses] The US spelling is dialog.)
dial-up /'darol Ap/ adjof a connection be-
tween computers that is made by means of
amodem and a telephone line

diameter /dar'&emito/ noun the distance
across the centre of a circle

® diamond /'daromond/ noun 1. a very
hard, clear, precious stone o He gave her a
diamond ring. o Diamonds sparkled on her
crown. 2. one of the red sets in a pack of
cards, shaped like a square leaning to one
side o He held the ten of diamonds. (NOTE:
The other red suit is hearts; clubs and
spades are the black suits.)

® diaper /'daropa/ noun US a cloth or
thick pad which is wrapped around a ba-
by’s bottom

diaphragm /'darofraem/ noun 1. a thin
sheet which vibrates with noise o the dia-
phragm in a hearing aid 2. a thin layer of
tissue which separates the chest from the
abdomen, and pulls air into the lungs when
you breathe o The stomach lies in the left
upper part of the abdomen, just under the
diaphragm. 3. a contraceptive device for
women

diarrhoea /,daia'rizo/ noun a condition
in which a patient frequently passes liquid
faeces (NOTE: The US spelling is diarrhea.)

® diary /'darori/ (plural diaries) noun1. a
description of what has happened in your
life day by day o He kept a diary for years.
o She kept a diary of the places she visited
on holiday. 2. a small book in which you
write notes or make appointments for each
day of the week o I've noted the appoint-
ment in my desk diary. o I can’t fix the date
immediately because I haven’t got my dia-
ry with me.

dice /dars/ (plural same) noun a small
block with a different number of spots on
each side, used for playing games o Shake
the dice in the cup and then throw them
onto the board.

dicey /'daisi/ adj dangerous (informal)
dichotomy /dar'kotomi/ noun a differ-
ence between contradictory things

@ dictate /dik'tert/ (dictates, dictating,
dictated) verb 1. to say something to some-
one who writes down your words [~to] o
She dictated a letter to her assistant. 2. to
tell someone what to do [~what/how etc] o
She’s always trying to dictate how we
should run the business. 3. to influence
what should happen [~that] o His illness
dictated that she had to lead a less active
life.

® dictation /dik'terf(o)n/ noun the act
of dictating something to be written down
dictator /dik'teita/ noun a person who
rules a country alone
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dictatorship /dik'tertofip/ noun the
rule of a country by one person
diction /'dik[on/ noun a clear and under-
standable way of speaking
dictionary /'dik fon(o)ri/ (plural diction-
aries) noun a book which lists words in al-
phabetical order, giving their meanings or
translations into other languages
did /did/ past tense of do
didn’t /'did(o)nt/ contr did not
@ die /dar/ (dies, dying, died) verb to stop
living. » death  dying for something orto
do something wanting something very
much o We're dying for a cold drink. o I'm
dying to read his book.
die away phrasal verb to become less
noisy o The sound of police sirens grad-
ually died away.
die down phrasal verb 1. to get less
strong o The wind began to die down. o
The government is waiting for the street
protests to die down. 2. (of plants) to die
and lose their stems and leaves o Chry-
santhemums will die down during the
winter.
die out® phrasal verb to disappear grad-
ually o If people carry on hunting this an-
imal it will eventually die out.
diehard /'datha:d/ noun a person who re-
sists change or persists in a particular be-
lief or opinion
® diesel /'di:z(a)l/ noun 1. o diesel (oil)
engine fuel which is thicker than petrol o
My new car runs on diesel. o London taxis
have diesel engines. 2. a car with a diesel
engine o His latest car is a diesel.
@® diet /'darat/ noun 1. the kind of food
you eat o He lives on a simple diet of bread
and fruit. 2. the practice of eating only cer-
tain types of food, either in order to be-
come thinner or to cure an illness o The
doctor told her to follow a salt-free diet. o
to be on a diet to eat less food or only
some types of food o He’s been on a diet
for some weeks, but still hasn’t lost enough
weight. o to go on a diet to start to eat less
food or only some types of food o She went
on a diet before going on holiday. m verb
(diets, dieting, dieted) to eat less food or
only some types of food o He dieted for
two weeks before going on holiday.
dietary /'darot(o)ri/ adj referring to the
food people eat in terms of how it affects
their health
® differ /'difo/ (differs, differing, dif-
fered) verb 1. not to be the same as some-
thing else [~from] o The weather conditions
in the two areas differ considerably. o This

camera differs from the earlier model. 2. to
have a different opinion about something
from someone else o Our views on educa-
tion differ. o They differ in several ways in
their accounts of what happened. < | beg
to differ I do not agree

@ difference /'dif(o)rons/ nouna way in
which two things are not the same [~in/~be-
tween] o What is the difference in price be-
tween these two cars? o to tell the differ-
ence to see what is different between
things or people that are similar o Can you
tell the difference between the original pic-
ture and the copy? ¢ it doesn’t make any
difference or it makes no difference orlit-
tle difference it’s not important o You can
use any colour you like — it doesn’t make
any difference.

@ different /'dif(o)ront/ adjnot the same
o Living in London is very different from
living in the country. o I went to three dif-
ferent clothes shops but I couldn’t find an-
ything in my size. o He looks different now
that he has a beard.

differential /difo'renfol/ noun (in a
motor) the gears between two drive shafts
that allow one shaft to turn at a different
speed from the other, while still transmit-
ting power

@® differentiate / difo'renfiert/ (differ-
entiates, differentiating, differentiated)
verb 1. to recognise the difference between
two things [~between] o I find it hard to dif-
ferentiate between the two brands of butter.
o They couldn’t differentiate between
cheap champagne and really top-quality
stuff. 2. to treat two things differently [~be-
tween] o In this school, we don’t differenti-
ate between boys and girls.

@ difficult /' difik(o)1t/ adj not easy to do
or achieve o Finding a parking space is dif-
ficult on Saturdays. o I find it difficult to
work when I’'m tired. < to make things or
life difficult for someone to create prob-
lems for someone o His main aim at the of-
fice seems to be to make life as difficult as
possible for the secretaries.

@ difficulty /'difik (o)lti/ (plural difficul-
ties) noun 1. a problem [~with] o The diffi-
culty is that nobody in the group can drive.
o He has financial difficulties. o There is a
difficulty with the flight reservation. o to
create or make difficulties for someone
to create problems for someone o She
doesn’t realise that going on holiday now
is going to make difficulties for everyone.
2. the amount of effort or skill needed to do
something o to have difficulty with or in
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doing something to find something hard,
or find it hard to do something o We had
difficulty with the directions. o She has dif-
ficulty in paying the rent. o with difficulty
not easily o She walks with difficulty.
diffident /'difidont/ adj shy; lacking
confidence
diffuse’ /di'fju:s/ adj vague or unclear o
His writing tends to be very diffuse.
diffuse? /di'fjuiz/ (diffuses, diffusing,
diffused) verb to spread something out or
to send something out
@® dig /dig/ verb (digs, digging, dug) to
make a hole in the ground with a spade m
plural noun digs a furnished room or rooms
let to people such as students (dated
informal)
dig out phrasal verb 1. to take someone
or something out by digging o He was
dug out of the snow after the avalanche.
2. to find something after a lot of search-
ing o They dug out some old photographs
of the village.
dig up phrasal verb 1. to find something
by digging o We dug up a Roman coin in
the garden. 2. to break a solid surface by
digging o The workmen had to dig the
road up to mend the water main. 3. to
find information with difficulty o He
managed to dig up some old government
statistics.
digest /dar'dzest/ (digests, digesting,
digested) verb 1. to break down food in the
stomach o [ find this meat difficult to di-
gest. 2. to think about something and un-
derstand it fully o Give me time to digest
this news.
digestion /dai'dzest [on/ noun the proc-
ess by which food is broken down in the
stomach
digestive /dar'dzestiv/ adj relating to
the digestion of food
digit /'did31t/ noun 1. a single number o a
seven-digit phone number 2. a finger or toe
digital /'didz1t(o)l/ adj 1. storing infor-
mation in an electronic form o a digital ra-
dio 2. showing the time as a set of numbers
digital camera /,didz1t(o)l 'keem(o)ro/
noun a camera that stores photographs in
digital form so that they can be processed
by a computer
digital TV /,didz1t(o)l tiz'viy/ nouna TV
where the picture has been changed into a
form which a computer can process
dignified /'dignifaid/ adj solemn and
important-looking
dignitary /'dignit(o)ri/ (plural dignitar-
ies) noun an important person

@ dignity /'digniti/ noun a solemn or se-
rious way of behaving

digress /dar'gres/ (digresses, digress-
ing, digressed) verb to start to talk or write
about something else (NOTE: + digression
n)

dilapidated /di'leepidertid/ adj falling
into ruin

dilate /dar'lert/ (dilates, dilating, dilated)
verb to swell, to become larger

dilemma /di'lema/ noun a difficult
choice which has to be made

diligent /'dilidzont/ adj hard-working
dilute /dar'lu:t/ (dilutes, diluting, dilut-
ed) verb 1. to add a liquid, usually water, to
another liquid to make it weaker o Dilute
the disinfectant with water. 2. to make
something weaker and less effective o The
proposals were thought too radical and
were diluted before being announced to the
press.

dim /dim/ adj (dimmer, dimmest) (of light)
weak o The lights grew dimmer. m verb
(dims, dimming, dimmed) to make a light
less bright o They dimmed the cabin lights
before takeoff

dime /daim/ noun US a coin that is worth
ten cents

® dimension /dar'menfon/ noun the
extent of a problem o the international di-
mension of the refugee problem o The task
is taking on huge dimensions.

diminish /di'minif/ (diminishes, dimin-
ishing, diminished) verb 1. to make some-
thing smaller or weaker o Nothing dimin-
ishes his enthusiasm for flying. 2. to be-
come smaller or weaker o My income has
diminished over the last few years.
diminutive /di'minjutiv/ adj very small
dimple /'dimpal/ noun a small hollow in
a part of the body such as the chin or
cheeks

din /din/ noun a loud noise o The children
are making such a din I didn’t hear the
phone ring. o What a din! Can’t you be a
bit quieter, please? o I couldn’t make out
what the guide was saying above the din of
the machines.

dine /dain/ (dines, dining, dined) verb to
have dinner (formal)

dine out phrasal verb to have dinner away
from home (formal)

diner /'daina/ noun1. a person who is eat-
ing an evening meal o When the restaurant
caught fire, the diners ran into the street. 2.
the dining car on a train 3. US a small res-
taurant selling simple hot food



177

directory

dinghy /'diygi/ (plural dinghies) noun a
small boat, either with oars or sails

dingy /'dind3i/ adj 1. gloomy and lacking
light 2. dirty or old-looking

® dining room /'dainiy ruim/ noun a
room in a house or hotel where you usually
eat.  bathroom, bedroom, living room
®dinner/'dins/ noun 1. the main meal of
the day, usually eaten in the evening o We
were having dinner when the telephone
rang. o Would you like to come to dinner on
Saturday? o What are we having for din-
ner? or What’s for dinner? 2. a formal
evening meal o The club is organising a
dinner and dance on Saturday.

dinner jacket /'dino ,dz&kit/ noun a
man’s formal jacket

dinosaur /'dainaso:/ noun a large crea-
ture that existed on the Earth millions of
years ago o At the time when dinosaurs
roamed the land, England was covered
with tropical forests.

diocese /'darasis/ noun an area under the
charge of a bishop

® dip /dip/ noun 1. a sudden drop in an
area of land 2. a cold sauce into which you
can dip biscuits or raw vegetables m verb
(dips, dipping, dipped) o to dip some-
thing into something to put something
quickly into a liquid o She dipped the bis-
cuit into her coffee. o She dipped her hand
into the stream.

diphtheria /dif'01oria/ noun a serious in-
fectious disease of children

diploma /di'plovma/ noun a document
which shows that a person has reached a
certain level of skill in a subject
diplomacy /di'plouvmasi/ noun the art of
negotiating, especially between different
countries

diplomat /'diplomat/ noun a person
such as an ambassador who represents his
country abroad

diplomatic /diplo'metik/ adj 1. refer-
ring to diplomats or diplomacy o We are
looking for a diplomatic solution to the cri-
sis, rather than sending in troops. 2. care-
ful not to give offence o It wouldn’t be very
diplomatic to arrive late for the wedding.
dire /'daro/ adj very serious

@ direct /dar'rekt/ adj straight, without
any changes of direction or stops o What’s
the most direct way of getting to London?
o direct line a telephone line which takes
you straight to the person you wish to con-
tact o This phone number will give you a
direct line to the minister. m verb (directs,
directing, directed) 1. to aim something

towards a point [~at/to/towards] o I hope
you're not directing that gun at me! 2. to
say something to a particular person
[~at/to/towards] o He directed his remarks
to the person next to him. o I hope you're
not directing that criticism at me! 3. to tell
someone how to get to a place [~to] o Can
you direct me to the nearest post office? 4.
to manage or organise something o He di-
rects our London operations. 5. to tell
someone to do something o The insecticide
has to be used as directed on the bottle. o
He did as he had been directed, and took
the plane to Birmingham. m adv 1. straight,
without stopping o The plane flies direct to
Anchorage. 2. without passing through an
operator o You can telephone New York di-
rect from here.

direct debit /dar,rekt 'debit/ noun a
system where a customer allows a compa-
ny to charge costs to his bank account au-
tomatically and where the amount charged
can be increased or decreased with the
agreement of the customer

@ direction /dar'rek fon/ noun the point
towards which you are going o You are go-
ing in the wrong direction if you want to get
to the station. o The post office is in the op-
posite direction. m plural noun directions
instructions on how to do something ¢ in
all directions everywhere o The wind was
blowing bits of old newspapers in all direc-
tions.

@ directive /dar'rekt1v/ noun an official
instruction

@® directly /dar'rektli/ adv 1. straight,
without anything or anyone between o This
door opens directly into the kitchen. o She
reports directly to the managing director
himself. 2. soon o I’ll be with you directly.
m conj as soon as o I will write the letter di-
rectly I get home.

direct object /dairekt 'obdzekt/ noun
anoun or pronoun in a sentence represent-
ing the person or thing affected directly by
the action of the verb

@ director /dar'rekts/ noun 1. a person
who is in charge of all of, or part of, a com-
pany o The sales director gave a report on
sales to date. o There are four directors on
the board of the company. 2. a person who
organises the making of a film or play, e.g.
giving instructions to the actors, or dealing
with the lighting or sound o Who was the
first female director to win an Oscar?
Compare producer

® directory /dar'rekt(o)ri/ (plural direc-
tories) noun a book giving lists of profes-
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sional people, organisations or businesses
with their addresses and telephone num-
bers

direct tax /darrekt 'taks/ noun a tax
based on income

@ dirt /ds:t/ noun 1. anything that makes
something dirty o a washing powder that
removes even the worst kinds of dirt 2.
mud; earth o Children were playing in the
dirt. o His clothes were covered with dirt
from handling potatoes.

dirt cheap /,ds:t 't[izp/ adv very cheap
@ dirty /'da:ti/ adj (dirtier, dirtiest) 1. not
clean o Playing rugby gets your clothes
dirty. o Someone has to wash all the dirty
plates. 2. not honest, or not done according
to the rules m verb (dirties, dirtying, dirt-
ied) to make something dirty

disability /diso'biliti/ (plural disabili-
ties) noun a condition in which a person is
unable to use a part of their body because
of some permanent injury or illness

@® disabled /dis'erb(a)ld/ adjnot able to
use part of your body, e.g. because of long-
term illness o an association for disabled
riders o The car crash left him permanent-
ly disabled.

disadvantage /disod'va:ntidz/ noun
something which makes someone or some-
thing less likely to succeed o Her main dis-
advantage is her lack of experience. o It
was a disadvantage not to be able to get to
the airport quickly. o There are certain dis-
advantages to leaving at 5.30 in the morn-
ing. ¢ at a disadvantage less able to do or
benefit from something than someone else
o We are at a disadvantage compared with
our competitors because we have no sales
force.

disadvantaged /,disod'va:ntidzd/ adj
1. suffering a disadvantage o She was dis-
advantaged by her lack of experience. 2.
living in a poor environment, without any
facilities o state help for schools in disad-
vantaged areas

disaffected / diso'fektid/ adj discon-
tented or rebellious

@ disagree /,diso'griy/ (disagrees, dis-
agreeing, disagreed) verb to say that you
do not have the same opinion as someone
else [~with/~about/on/over] o We all disa-
greed with the chairperson. o They disa-
greed about what to do next.

@ disagreement/,diso'grizmont/ noun
an argument [~over/about/~be-
tween/among/~with] o They had a disagree-
ment about who should sit in the front row.
o Nothing could be decided because of the

disagreement between the chair and the
treasurer. o She was upset about the disa-
greement with her sister.

disallow /,diso'lau/ (disallows, disal-
lowing, disallowed) verb to reject some-
thing, not to accept something

@ disappear /,diso'pio/ (disappears,
disappearing, disappeared) verb 1. to
leave a place, often suddenly and without
people noticing or knowing where some-
one or something has gone [~from] o Half
the guests have disappeared already. o A
carton of juice has disappeared from the
fridge. o The figures suddenly disappeared
from the screen. o The two boys disap-
peared on their way home from school. 2.
to stop existing o The stain on the carpet
soon disappeared.

® disappoint /diso'pomnt/ (disap-
points, disappointing, disappointed) verb
to make someone sad, because things did
not turn out as expected

® disappointed /diso'pointid/ adj
sad, because things have not happened as
you hoped o She is disappointed with her
exam results. o He was disappointed be-
cause his ticket didn’t win a prize. o You
should have seen the disappointed expres-
sion on his face.

® disappointing /,diso'pointiy/ adj
making you sad because things have not
happened as you hoped

® disappointment / diso'pomntmont/
noun 1. a feeling of sadness that you get
when things have not happened as you
hoped [~with/~at] o She tried hard not to
show her disappointment with the result. o
To his great disappointment, he didn’t win
anything on the lottery. (NOTE: no plural in
this sense) 2. something that disappoints
someone [~to] o It was a disappointment to
his parents when he failed his exam.
disapproval / diso'pru:v(e)l/ noun the
act of disapproving

disapprove /,diso'pru:v/ (disapproves,
disapproving, disapproved) verb to show
that you do not think something is good o
The head teacher disapproves of members
of staff wearing jeans to school.

disarm /dis'a:m/ (disarms, disarming,
disarmed) verb to remove weapons from
someone

disarmament /dis'a:momaont/ noun re-
ducing the number of arms held by a coun-
try

disarming /dis'a:mip/ adj charming, in
such a way that you cannot be annoyed
disarray /,disa'rer/ noun a lack of order
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@® disaster /di'za:sto/ noun a very bad
accident o The disaster was caused by fog
or was due to fog. o Ten people died in the
air disaster. o We're insured against natu-
ral disasters such as hurricanes and earth-
quakes.

disaster area /di'za:stor eorio/ noun
1. a place that has recently undergone a
natural disaster 2. a very untidy or disor-
ganised place, person or situation
disastrous /di'za:stros/ adj extremely
bad

disband /dis'bend/ (disbands, dis-
banding, disbanded) verb 1. to split up an
organised group and end their activities o
After the successful coup, the former army
was disbanded. o We are disbanding our
door-to-door sales team and relying on
mail order selling in future. 2. to stop
working together o The group disbanded
and its members started to go solo.
disbelief / disbr'li:f/ noun extreme sur-
prise, not being able to believe something
disbelieve /disbr'lizv/ (disbelieves,
disbelieving, disbelieved) verb 1. to not
believe someone or something 2. to have
no religious belief

@® disc /disk/ noun a round flat object o
The setting sun was a huge orange disc on
the horizon. i disk

discard /dis'ka:d/ (discards, discard-
ing, discarded) verb 1. to put something or
someone on one side because they are no
longer useful 2. to throw something away
discern /dr'sa:n/ (discerns, discerning,
discerned) verb 1. to see something, to
make something out with difficulty o In the
fog, we could barely discern the traffic
coming in the opposite direction. o Can
you discern any improvement in her pulse
rate? 2. to understand something, to find
out about something o It’s hard to discern
what her motives might be.

discerning /dr'ss:nip/ adj with good
judgment

discharge’ /'dist fa:d3/ noun 1. a liquid
which comes out of something such as a
pipe 2. pus which comes out of a wound 3.
payment of a debt 4. the release of a pris-
oner

discharge? /dis'tfa:d3/ (discharges,
discharging, discharged) verb 1. to get rid
of waste o The factory is discharging waste
water into the river. 2. to send someone
away o The judge discharged the jury. 3.to
let a prisoner go free o The prisoners were
discharged by the judge. o He was dis-
charged after having served eleven months

in jail. 4. to dismiss somebody, to sack
somebody o He was discharged for being
late.

disciple /di'saip(a)l/ nounafollower, es-
pecially of a religious leader
disciplinarian /,disipli'nearion/ noun a
person who believes in strict discipline
disciplinary /dist'pliori/ adj which
keeps someone under control or which
punishes someone

@ discipline /'disiplin/ noun1. the prac-
tice of keeping people under control o The
tour leaders are trying to keep discipline
among the teenagers. o We need to enforce
stricter discipline in the school. (NOTE: no
plural in this sense) 2. a subject that people
study o biology and other related disci-
plines m verb (disciplines, disciplining,
disciplined) to punish someone o As a re-
sult of the investigation, one employee was
dismissed and three were disciplined. o
She was disciplined for swearing at her su-
pervisor.

disciplined /'disiplind/ adj trained and
well controlled

disc jockey /'disk ,d3pki/ nouna person
who plays music at a disco or on radio. Ab-
breviation DJ

disclaimer /dis'klermo/ noun 1. a denial
of responsibility 2. a statement in which a
legal right is renounced

® disclose /dis'klouz/ (discloses, dis-
closing, disclosed) verb to reveal a secret
[~that] o The bank has no right to disclose
details of my account to the tax office. o
She disclosed that she had been offered
money for her story.

disclosure /dis'klov39/ noun 1. a piece
of information that had been kept secret
before 2. the action of revealing a secret
disco /'diskou/ (plural discos) noun a
place or party where people dance to pop
music

discomfort /dis'kamfat/ noun a lack of
comfort

disconcerted / diskon's3:tid/ adj un-
easy, or confused

disconcerting /diskon's3itig/  adj
worrying or surprising

disconnect /disko'nekt/ (discon-
nects, disconnecting, disconnected) verb
to remove the connection to a mechanical
or electrical device

discontent / diskon'tent/ noun a state
of not being satisfied

discontinue / diskon'tinju:/ (discon-
tinues, discontinuing, discontinued) verb
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to stop stocking, selling or making a prod-
uct

discord /'disko:d/ noun a lack of agree-
ment

® discount! /diskaunt/ noun an
amount by which a full price is reduced
[~on/~for] o The store gives a discount on
bulk purchases. o We give a discount on
summer holidays booked before Christ-
mas. o to sell goods at a discount or dis-
count price to sell goods below the usual
price

discount? /dis'kaunt/ (discounts, dis-
counting, discounted) verb 1. to reduce
the price of goods o We are discounting
many items in our January sales. 2. not to
pay any attention to something o Don’t dis-
count all his advice — he is very experi-
enced.

discourage /dis'karidz/ (discourages,
discouraging, discouraged) verb 1. not to
encourage o We try to discourage people
from coming in without tickets. 2. to take
away all hope o They were completely dis-
couraged by their results. o Don’t be dis-
couraged by the small number of people in
the audience. (NOTE: + discouragement n)
discouraged /dis'karidzd/ adj feeling
less confident or optimistic
discouraging/dis'karid3ig/ adjnot en-
couraging

discourse /'disko:s/ noun a talk, a
speech

discourteous /dis'k3:tios/ adjrude

@ discover /di'skavo/ (discovers, dis-
covering, discovered) verb to find some-
thing new or to learn something for the first
time [~(that)] o New stars are still being
discovered. o The firm discovered some er-
rors in the accounts. o We discovered that
the estate agent had sold the house twice.
® discovery /di'skav(o)ri/ (plural dis-
coveries) noun 1. the act of finding some-
thing new or learning something for the
first time [/~that] o her discovery that
someone had been in her house while she
was away o They congratulated him on his
discovery of a new planet. 2. a new thing
which has been found o Look at his latest
discovery — an antique oak table which he
found in a barn.

discredit /dis'kredit/ (discredits, dis-
crediting, discredited) verb to make peo-
ple doubt or lose respect for someone or
something o When stories about his pri-
vate life appeared in the press he was total-
ly discredited as a minister. o They set out

to discredit his research. (NOTE: + discredit
n)

discreet /di'skriit/ adj 1. not giving
away or trying to find out private informa-
tion about other people o She never gossips
—she is very discreet. 2. not intending to at-
tract attention o [ had a discreet word with
the vicar before the service.
discrepancy /di'skreponsi/ (plural dis-
crepancies) noun a lack of agreement be-
tween figures or stories

discretion /dr'skref(o)n/ noun 1. the
power to decide or choose what to do o at
your discretion 2. wisdom, tact or good
sense o He showed great discretion in his
handling of the family crisis. 3. the ability
to keep a secret, not to give information
about someone o You can rely on her —
she’s known for her discretion. (NOTE: no
plural)

discretionary /di'skre[(o)n(o)ri/ adj
which can be done if someone wants it

® discriminate /di'skriminert/ (dis-
criminates, discriminating, discriminat-
ed) verb 1. to be biased against someone or
something [~against] o She accused the
management of discriminating against her
because of her age. 2. to be able to see that
two things are different

discriminating /di'skriminertip/ adj
able to tell the difference between two
things, able to tell the value of something
discrimination  /di,skrimi'neif(a)n/
noun 1. treating people in different ways
because of class, religion, race, language,
colour or sex [~against] o We try to avoid
discrimination against older applicants. 2.
good taste o The shop sells gifts which ap-
peal to people with discrimination. (NOTE:
[all senses] no plural)

discriminatory /di'skriminot(o)ri/ adj
which shows unfair discrimination

® discuss /di'skas/ (discusses, dis-
cussing, discussed) verb to talk about a
serious matter or problem
[~how/why/whether etc] o The point of the
meeting is to discuss how to save money.
@ discussion /di'ska[(a)n/ noun an oc-
casion on which people talk about a serious
matter or problem [~about/on/~with] o The
next programme will feature a discussion
on climate change. o She had a heated dis-
cussion with the bus driver. o Most prob-
lems can be solved by discussion. o the
question under discussion the subject we
are talking about

disdain /dis'demn/ noun a feeling that
someone or something is inferior o She
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showed her disdain by refusing to shake his
hand.

@ disease /d1'zi:z/ noun a serious illness
o Hundreds of people caught the disease. o
It is a disease that can be treated with an-
tibiotics.

disembark / disim'ba:k/ (disembarks,
disembarking, disembarked) verb to get
oft a ship or a plane

disembodied / disim'bodid/ adj with-
out physical presence

disenchanted / disin'tfa:nt1d/ adj not
to be as pleased as you used to be with
something [~with] o She’s very disenchant-
ed with her new job and is thinking of quit-
ting.

disentangle / disin'tengol/ (disentan-
gles, disentangling, disentangled) verb 1.
to straighten out things that are tied or
knotted together 2. to clarify something 3.
to free someone from a complicated situa-
tion

disfigure /dis'figo/ (disfigures, disfig-
uring, disfigured) verb to change some-
one’s appearance so as to make it less
pleasant

® disgrace /dis'greis/ noun 1. the loss
of someone’s respect because of errors,
scandal or corruption o The minister’s dis-
grace followed the discovery of the papers
in his office. 2. a thing which brings shame
o He’s a disgrace to the teaching profes-
sion. o It was a disgrace to see her lying on
the pavement like that. (NOTE: no plural) m
verb (disgraces, disgracing, disgraced)
to bring shame on someone o He disgraced
all his family by arriving drunk at the tea
party. o to disgrace yourself to do some-
thing which brings shame on you o He dis-
graced himself by throwing sandwiches at
the speakers.

disgraceful /dis'greisf(o)l/ adj which
people should be ashamed of

disgruntled /dis'grant(e)ld/ adj an-
noyed or discontented

disguise /dis'gaiz/ noun a set of clothes
or something such as false hair or glasses
that a persons wears to make them look
like someone else o I didn’t recognise him
as he was wearing a disguise. m verb (dis-
guises, disguising, disguised) 1. to dress
someone or yourself so as to look like
someone else o He entered the country dis-
guised as a fisherman. o She wore a wig to
disguise her hair. 2. to make something
look or sound different ¢ in disguise
dressed to look like someone else o The

tramp turned out to be a policeman in dis-
guise.
disgust /dis'gast/ noun 1. a feeling of
dislike that is so strong that you feel angry
or slightly ill o Seeing the dead animals
filled her with disgust. 2. a strong feeling of
annoyance o To my disgust, the examiner
passed my friend and failed me. m verb
(disgusts, disgusting, disgusted) to give
someone a strong feeling of dislike or dis-
approval o The smell of cooking disgusted
her. o The greediness of these people dis-
gusts me. ¢ in disgust showing that you
are upset and annoyed o She walked out of
the interview in disgust.
disgusted /dis'gastid/
shocked
@® disgusting /dis'gastiy/ adj that fills
you with disgust
@dish /dif/ noun1. a large plate for serv-
ing food o She carefully arranged the slic-
es of meat on a dish. 2. food prepared in a
particular way o We are trying a new Mex-
ican dish. 3. a round aerial, shaped like a
plate, used to get signals from satellites
dish out phrasal verb to give something
out, especially in large quantities
(informal) o He dished out a piece of
bread and a bowl of soup to anyone who
asked for it.
disheartened /dis'ha:t(o)nd/ adj feel-
ing discouraged
disheartening /dis'ha:t(o)nig/ adj
making somebody lose hope or enthusiasm
dishevelled /di'fev(a)ld/ adj (of hair or
clothes) not arranged neatly (NOTE: The US
spelling is disheveled.)
dishonest /dis'onist/ adj not honest
dishonestly /dis'pnistli/ adv not hon-
estly o They were accused of dishonestly
obtaining bank loans.
dishonesty /dis'pnisti/ noun a lack of
honesty
® dishwasher /'difwp[s/ noun a ma-
chine for washing dishes
disillusion /dist'lu:z(o)n/ (disillu-
sions, disillusioning, disillusioned) verb
to make someone feel let down, or sad that
something has not turned out as expected
(NOTE: + disillusionment n)
disillusioned /,dist'lu:3(o)nd/ adj feel-
ing that something has not turned out as ex-
pected
disinfect/ disin'fekt/ (disinfects, disin-
fecting, disinfected) verb to remove germs
or bacteria from something

adj feeling
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disinfectant /disin'fektont/ noun a
substance used to kill germs or bacteria
disintegrate /dis'intigreit/ (disinte-
grates, disintegrating, disintegrated)
verb to fall to pieces

disinterested /dis'introstid/ adj 1.
quite impartial, not in favour of one side or
the other o a totally disinterested observer
2. not interested o She seemed quite disin-
terested in what was going on. (NOTE: This
use is common, but regarded as wrong. The
correct word to use in this sense is uninter-
ested.)

disjointed /dis'd3zointid/ adj with parts
that are not linked together

@® disk /disk/ noun a round flat piece of
metal in a plastic case, used in computers
to record information o How much data do
these disks hold? » disc

disk drive /'disk drarv/ noun a device
which holds a disk in a computer and con-
trols the access of information

@ dislike /dis'laik/ noun 1. a feeling of
not liking something or someone o She had
a great dislike of noisy parties. 2. some-
thing which you do not like o We try to take
account of the likes and dislikes of individ-
ual customers. m verb (dislikes, disliking,
disliked) not to like something or someone
o He particularly disliked the way they
spoke to her. o I dislike it when the people
behind me at the cinema start whispering.
o My father dislikes having to get up early
on Monday mornings.

dislocate /'dislokert/ (dislocates, dislo-
cating, dislocated) verb 1. to displace a
bone from its normal position at a joint, or
be displaced o He fell and dislocated his
elbow. o The shoulder joint dislocates eas-
ily. 2. to disrupt something o Train services
have been dislocated by the strike. (NOTE: +
dislocation n)

dislodge /dis'lndz/ (dislodges, dislodg-
ing, dislodged) verb to move something
which is stuck

disloyal /dis'lo1al/ adj not loyal

dismal /'dizm(o)l/ adj bad in a way that
make you feel unhappy

dismantle /dis'mant(o)l/ (dismantles,
dismantling, dismantled) verb to take
something to pieces

dismay /dis'mev/ noun great disappoint-
ment o To the dismay of the supporters, the
team played extremely badly. m verb (dis-
mays, dismaying, dismayed) to make
someone very upset or shocked o His reac-
tion to her letter dismayed her. o She was

dismayed to find that her passport had
been stolen.

dismember /dis'membo/ (dismem-
bers, dismembering, dismembered) verb
to cut something up into pieces

® dismiss /dis'mis/ (dismisses, dis-
missing, dismissed) verb 1. to tell some-
one that they can leave o At the end of the
interview he dismissed her with a brief
‘good afternoon’. 2. to refuse to consider
an idea o Her plan was dismissed as being
quite impractical. o All his suggestions
were dismissed by the MD. 3. o to dismiss
an employee to remove an employee from
a job o He was dismissed for being late. o
When they found him taking money from
the petty cash he was dismissed instantly.
dismissal /dis'mis(o)l/ noun removal
from a job

dismissive /dis'misiv/ adj showing that
you do not consider something or someone
important

dismount /dis'maunt/ (dismounts, dis-
mounting, dismounted) verb to get off
something such as a horse or bicycle
disobedience /,diso'bi:dions/ noun an
act of refusing to obey someone
disobedient /diso'bi:diont/ adj not
obeying

disobey /,diso'ber/ (disobeys, disobey-
ing, disobeyed) verb not to obey someone
or something o She would never disobey
her parents.

® disorder /dis'o:do/ noun 1. a lack of
order o The whole office is in a state of dis-
order. 2. a disturbance in the streets o Vio-
lent public disorders broke out in the
streets. 3. an illness o a doctor who spe-
cialises in disorders of the kidneys or in
kidney disorders o She suffers from a stom-
ach disorder.

disordered /dis'o:dod/ adj 1. untidy or
confused 2. not working normally
disorderly /dis's:doli/ adj wild and out
of order

disorganised /dis'o:gonaizd/, disor-
ganized adj not well organised
disorientate /dis'o:riontert/ (disorien-
tates, disorientating, disorientated) verb
to make someone feel confused, especially
so that they do not know where they are
(NOTE: The US term is disorient.)

disown /dis'oun/ (disowns, disowning,
disowned) verb to refuse to accept that
something is yours

disparaging /di'sperid3ig/ adj saying
that something is not very good
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disparate /'disp(e)rot/ adj various or
different

disparity /di'speriti/ noun difference
(formal)

dispatch /di'spet [/, despatch noun 1.
sending o Dispatch of the goods will be de-
layed until Monday. 2. a message sent o
The reporters send regular dispatches from
the war zone. o We received a dispatch
from our Calcutta office. m verb (dispatch-
es, dispatching, dispatched) 1. to send
something o They dispatched the message
to all commanding officers. o The goods
were dispatched to you first thing this
morning. 2. to finish doing something
quickly o She set to work on the files and
dispatched most of them by lunchtime.
dispel /di'spel/ (dispels, dispelling, dis-
pelled) verb to clear something away
dispensary /di'spensori/ noun a place
where a chemist prepares medicines ac-
cording to a doctor’s prescription
dispensation / dispen'seif(e)n/ noun
permission not to follow something such as
arule

dispense /di'spens/ (dispenses, dis-
pensing, dispensed) verb to provide
something (formal) o Local magistrates
dispense justice in the villages.
dispenser /di'spensa/ noun a machine
which automatically provides something
when money is put in or a button is pushed
dispense with phrasal verb not to use
something any more o We've dispensed
with the services of an accountant.
dispersal /di'sp3:s(o)l/ noun the way in
which people or things are spread over an
area

disperse /di'spa:s/ (disperses, dispers-
ing, dispersed) verb 1. to clear something
away o The sun will soon disperse the mist.
o The police were called in to disperse the
crowds of angry fans. 2. to move quickly in
different directions o The crowd dispersed
rapidly once the parade was over.
dispirited /di'spiritid/ adjsad or unhap-
py; feeling disappointed

displace /dis'plers/ (displaces, displac-
ing, displaced) verb to move something
from its usual place (NOTE: + displacement
n)

@® display /di'spler/ noun a show, an ex-
hibition o a display of local crafts o They
have a fine display of Chinese porcelain. m
verb (displays, displaying, displayed) to
put something in a display o She is display-
ing her collection of Persian carpets at the
antiques fair.

displeased /dis'pli:zd/ adj annoyed or
dissatisfied

displeasure /dis'ple3o/ noun a feeling
of being annoyed

disposable /di'spouzob(a)l/ adj which
can be used and then thrown away o dis-
posable cups

disposable income /di,spauzob(a)l
'tnkAm/ noun an amount of income left af-
ter the tax has been taken away

disposal /di'spauz(e)l/ noun the act of
getting rid of something o The disposal of
refuse is a problem for large cities. ¢ at
someone’s disposal available for some-
one to make use of if they want to o My car
is at your disposal all week. o I am at your
disposal — what would you like me to do?
dispose /di'spouz/ (disposing, dis-
posed) verb o to dispose of something to
get rid of something o How are we going to
dispose of all this waste paper? o His ob-
Jections are easily disposed of.
disposition /dispo'zif(e)n/ noun 1.
someone’s character o He has a pleasant
easy-going disposition. 2. a tendency o She
has a disposition to argue with her hus-
band.

disproportionate /,dispro'po:[(e)not/
adj not of a suitable size or amount for a
particular purpose

disprove /dis'pru:v/ (disproves, dis-
proving, disproved) verb to prove some-
thing is wrong

@ dispute /di'spju:t, 'dispjuit/ noun an
argument [~about/over//~between] o He
tried to mediate in the dispute between the
two families. o There was some dispute
over who would pay the bill. m verb (dis-
putes, disputing, disputed) to say that you
strongly believe that something is not true
or correct o I dispute her version of what
happened. o There is no disputing the fact
that Sarah is the best player.
disqualification /dis kwolift
'ke1f(e)n/ noun an action by which some-
one is disqualified

disqualify /dis'kwolifar/ (disqualifies,
disqualifying, disqualified) verb to make
someone not able to do something
disquiet /dis'kwarat/ noun worry
disregard / disr1'ga:d/ noun not feeling
that something is important [~for] o He
showed a complete disregard for public
safety. m verb (disregards, disregarding,
disregarded) to take no notice of o He dis-
regarded the warning signs and went on
along the road.
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disreputable /dis'repjutob(a)l/  adj
with a bad reputation, especially for crimi-
nal activity

disrepute / disri'pju:t/ noun a bad rep-
utation o to bring something or someone
into disrepute to give something or some-
one a bad reputation o He was accused of
bringing the club into disrepute by his ex-
traordinary behaviour.

disrespect / disri'spekt/ noun a lack of
respect towards someone

disrupt /dis'rapt/ (disrupts, disrupting,
disrupted) verb 1. to stop a service running
normally o The snowstorm has disrupted
bus services throughout the country. 2. to
break up or to interrupt a meeting o We are
not used to having our meetings disrupted
by protesters. (NOTE: + disruption n)
disruptive /dis'raptiv/ adj which dis-
rupts

dissatisfaction  /dis,setis'fekfon/
noun a lack of satisfaction

dissatisfied /dis'setisfaid/ adjnot sat-
isfied o We were dissatisfied with the serv-
ice we got from our bank.

dissect /dar'sekt/ (dissects, dissecting,
dissected) verb to cut up a body to exam-
ine it (NOTE: + dissection n)
disseminate /di'seminert/ (dissemi-
nates, disseminating, disseminated) verb
to spread something around (NOTE: + dis-
semination n)

dissent /di'sent/ noun lack of agreement
o The chairman wished to avoid dissent. o
They received many letters of dissent.
(NOTE: Do not confuse with descent.)
dissenting /di'sentiy/ adj disagreeing
with the beliefs or opinions of a majority
dissertation /diso'terf(o)n/ noun a
long essay written as part of a university
course

disservice /dis's3:vis/ noun an action
which damages or harms

dissident /'disidont/ noun a person who
is not in agreement with the state o Several
dissidents tried to set up an underground
newspaper. o It was a time when dissidents
were being arrested and thrown in jail.
dissimilar /di'similo/ adj not the same
dissipate /'disipert/ (dissipates, dissi-
pating, dissipated) verb 1. to clear some-
thing away o The hot sun soon dissipated
the morning mist. o His statement did a lot
to dissipate the feeling of annoyance
among the members. 2. to waste something
such as money, time or skill o After win-

ning the lottery he dissipated the lot on
drink and expensive cars.

dissociate /di'sousiert/ (dissociates,
dissociating, dissociated) verb to disso-
ciate yourself from to say that you want
nothing to do with o I wish to dissociate
myself from the opinions expressed by my
colleague.

dissolution /diso'lu:f(e)n/ noun the
ending of a formal relationship, such as a
marriage

dissolve /di'zolv/ (dissolves, dissolv-
ing, dissolved) verb to make a solid sub-
stance become part of a liquid

dissuade /di'swerd/ (dissuades, dis-
suading, dissuaded) verb o to dissuade
someone from something to persuade
someone not to do something o We tried to
dissuade her from entering the beauty
competition.

@ distance /'distons/ noun 1. the space
from one point to another [~from/~to] o a
distance of 800 km o What is the distance
from London to Geneva? o The hotel is
only a short distance away. o within walk-
ing distance near enough to walk to o The
hotel is within walking distance of the town
centre. 2. o from a distance seen from
some way away o From a distance, the
mountain looks like a sleeping animal. o in
the distance a long way away o I caught
sight of the mountain in the distance. o We
could hear guns firing in the distance. m
verb (distances, distancing, distanced) o
to distance yourself from someone or
something to show that you do not agree
with someone or something

distance learning /'distons I3:niy/
noun studying in your own time away from
the place where the course is organised, us-
ing radio or TV

@ distant /'distont/ adj 1. far away o We
could hear the sound of distant gunfire. 2.
not close in family relationship o a distant
relative/cousin 3. not very friendly o The
manager was quite helpful but distant.
distaste /dis'teist/ noun dislike
distasteful /dis'teistf(o)l/ adj unpleas-
ant

distil /di'st1l/ (distils, distilling, distilled)
verb to make pure water or alcohol by heat-
ing it, and collecting the steam (NOTE: The
US spelling is distill.)

distillery /di'stilori/ (plural distilleries)
noun a factory for distilling alcohol

® distinct /di'stigkt/ adj 1. separate o
There are two distinct varieties of this
plant. o They keep their printing works
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quite distinct from their publishing compa-
ny. 2. that you can clearly see, hear or feel
o I got the distinct impression that he was
carrying a gun. o Did you notice the dis-
tinct tone of anger in his voice?

@® distinction /di'stigkfon/ noun 1. a
difference [~between] o There is a distinc-
tion between being interested in politics
and joining a political party. 2. the highest
mark available in an examination o She got
a distinction in her exam. 3. special excel-
lence o He served in the war with distinc-
tion. o She had the distinction of being the
first woman pilot.

@® distinctive /di'stigktiv/ adj very no-
ticeable, which makes one thing different
from others

@ distinctly /di'stigktli/ adv clearly

® distinguish /di'stiggwif/ (distin-
guishes, distinguishing, distinguished)
verb 1. to see or hear clearly, or to see de-
tails o We could easily distinguish houses
on the other side of the lake. o I could dis-
tinguish at least two birds calling to each
other. 2. o to distinguish between two
things to recognise the difference between
two things o Children must be taught to
distinguish between right and wrong. o It’s
difficult to distinguish by sight between salt
and caster sugar. o to distinguish one
thing from another to notice that two
things are not the same o [ find it difficult
to distinguish the blue from the green in the
design. 3. o to distinguish yourself to do
something which makes people notice you
o He distinguished himself on the football
field. o She distinguished herself by falling
into the river.

distinguishable /di'stiggwifob(o)l/
adj which can be distinguished

® distinguished /di'stiggwift/ adjim-
portant and well known

distort /dr'sto:t/ (distorts, distorting,
distorted) verb 1. to twist something o His
face was distorted with pain. 2. to give a
false impression of something o He dis-
torted the meaning of my speech.

distract /dr'strakt/ (distracts, distract-
ing, distracted) verb to worry or disturb
someone when they should be doing some-
thing else [~from] o The noise of the planes
is bound to distract the students from their
work. o He had been distracted by his
mother’s illness, and had forgotten the
meeting. o to distract someone’s atten-
tion to make someone look at or consider
something different o The news of her ac-

cident distracted their attention from their
holiday preparations.

distracted /di'streektid/ adj feeling ex-
tremely worried and unable to think clearly
@ distraction /di'strekfon/ noun 1. an
entertainment o We went to London to look
for some distraction. 2. a thing which stops
you from concentrating o How can I do my
work properly with all the distractions of
the family?

distraught /di'stro:t/ adj feeling ex-
tremely worried and unable to think clearly
distress /di'stres/ noun a sad or painful
feeling which is very strong o I don’t want
to cause the family any distress. o The
whole family was in distress at grandmoth-
er’s death. m verb (distresses, distressing,
distressed) to make someone very sad and
worried o The news of her grandmother’s
death distressed her very much.
distressing /di'stresiy/ adjvery sad and
worrying

@ distribute /di'stribju:t/ (distributes,
distributing, distributed) verb to share
something between people o She distribut-
ed part of her money to the poor. o The
flight attendants came round, distributing
immigration forms to non-EU passengers.
o I'll distribute the list to all the committee
members.

@ distribution /,distri'bju:[(a)n/ noun
1. giving to several people o The staff will
organise the distribution of the timetable to
the students. 2. the act or process of send-
ing out goods from a warehouse to shops
@ distributor /di'stribjuto/, distributer
noun a company which sells goods for an-
other company which makes them o Who
is the local distributor for this make of
lawn mower?

@ district /'distrikt/ noun an area or re-
gion o It’s a district of the town well known
for its Italian restaurants.

district attorney /distrikt o'tsmi/
noun US a lawyer representing the govern-
ment in a certain area. Abbreviation DA
district council / distrikt 'kauvnsal/
noun a local council

distrust /dis'trast/ noun a lack of trust
(NOTE: + distrust v)

disturb /di'st3:b/ (disturbs, disturbing,
disturbed) verb 1. to interrupt what some-
one is doing o Sorry to disturb you but
there’s a phone call. o Don’t disturb your
mother — she’s resting. 2. to make someone
feel worried o It disturbed me to see that
the wheel was wobbling. 3. to change the
order or arrangement of something o The
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police told us that nothing must be dis-
turbed in the bedroom. < ‘do not disturb’ a
notice placed on a hotel room door, to ask
the hotel staff not to come into the room
® disturbance /dr'sta:bons/ noun an
occasion on which someone is disturbed o
I need to work somewhere where there
won'’t be any disturbance.

disturbed /di'sta:bd/ adj 1. worried o
We are disturbed to hear that the company
may be forced to close. 2. mentally ill o In
her disturbed state of mind, she may do an-
ything. o Some of the patients are mentally
disturbed. o Highly disturbed children are
taught in this special school.

@ disturbing /d1'st3:biy/ adj worrying
disused /dis'ju:zd/ adjnot used

ditch /dit [/ noun a long narrow hole cut
into the ground for taking away water o Af-
ter the storm, the ditches were full of rain-
water. o He fell into the ditch beside the
road.

dither /'di0a/ (dithers, dithering, dith-
ered) verb not to be able to make up your
mind o Stop dithering and tell me what you
want to do.

diva /'di:vo/ noun 1. an extremely famous
woman opera star 2. a famous woman sing-
er who is thought to behave badly and de-
mand too much attention (disapproving)
divan /di'van/ noun a low long chair or a
bed with a solid base and no back

dive /darv/ (dives, diving, dived) verb to
jump into water head first [~into/in] o He
dived in the pool and swam across under
water.

® diver /'darva/ noun 1. a person who
dives o the Australian Olympic diver 2. a
person who swims under water, especially
as a job o Police divers searched the canal.
diverge /dar'vs:ds/ (diverges, diverg-
ing, diverged) verb 1. to go in different di-
rections o The road and the river diverge at
the end of the valley. o They had shared a
flat for some time, then their careers di-
verged and they saw much less of each oth-
er. 2.to be different from [~ from] o This di-
verges from the plan I was given originally.
divergence /dar'va:dzons/ noun differ-
ence

diverse /dar'vs:s/ adj including many
different types or things

diversify /dar'va:sifar (diversifies, di-
versifying, diversified) verb to do other
types of work; to add new types of business
to your existing one (NOTE: + diversifica-
tion n)

diversion /dar'vs:[(o)n/ noun 1. a tem-
porary road system that sends tratfic anoth-
er way o All traffic has to take a diversion
and rejoin the motorway 10 km further on.
2. an entertainment or an activity that peo-
ple do for enjoyment o Fishing is one of the
most popular diversions for people at
weekends. o It’s a quiet country town with
very few diversions for teenagers.

diversity /dai'va:siti/ noun great variety

® divert /dar'va:t/ (diverts, diverting,
diverted) verb 1. to send something to an-
other place or in another direction o Be-
cause of fog in London, flights have been
diverted to Manchester. o Traffic has been
diverted to avoid the town centre. 2. to en-
tertain someone o A game of snakes and
ladders diverted the children for a little
while. 3. o to divert someone’s attention
to make someone look away or consider
something else o His wife’s illness diverted
his attention from his business plans for a
while.

@ divide /di'vaid/ (divides, dividing, di-
vided) verb 1. to cut something into parts
[~between/among/~into/in] o The cake was
divided among the children. o The two
companies agreed to divide the market be-
tween them. o Can you divide the cake into
seven pieces? 2. to calculate how many
times one number fits in another [~by] o
Ten divided by two gives five. (NOTE: Divid-
ing is usually shown by the sign +:10 + 2 =
5: say ‘ten divided by two equals five’.)

® dividend /'dividend/ noun a part of a
company’s profits shared out among peo-
ple who own shares in it

dividing line /di'vaidip lam/ noun
something acting as a boundary

divine /di'vain/ adjreferring to God o He
prayed for divine help.

diving /'darvig/ noun 1. the sport of
jumping into water head first from a diving
board, with points from O — 10 being
awarded by a panel of judges o He won a
gold medal for diving. 2. swimming under-
water with special equipment o We went
diving in the Red Sea.

® division /di'viz(a)n/ noun 1. an im-
portant part of a large organisation o The
sales division employs twenty people. o
She is the head of the production division.
2. a calculation, where one figure is divid-
ed by another o My little sister is just learn-
ing how to do division.

divisive /di'vaisiv/ adj which produces
disagreements
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divorce /di'vo:s/ noun a legal separation
of a husband and wife where each is free to
marry again o Her parents are getting a di-
vorce. o Since their divorce, they have both
married again. m verb (divorces, divorc-
ing, divorced) 1. to break off a marriage le-
gally o They divorced last year. 2. to sepa-
rate from your husband or wife o She di-
vorced her husband and married the man
next door.

®@ divorced /di'vo:st/ adjno longer mar-
ried o They’re both divorced, with children
from their previous marriages.

divorcee /divo:'sii/ noun a divorced per-
son, especially a woman who is divorced
divulge /dar'valdz/ (divulges, divulg-
ing, divulged) verb to give away a secret
® DIY abbr do it yourself

® dizzy /'dizi/ adj having a feeling that
you might fall down, and that everything
seems to turn round o Can we stop the car,
please, I feel dizzy. o After standing in the
sun, he became dizzy and had to lie down.
o She has started having dizzy spells.

DJ abbr1. dinner jacket 2. disc jockey
DNA /,di: en 'el/ noun the basic genetic
material in a cell. Full form deoxyribonu-
cleic acid

@ do /du:/ (does, doing, did, done) verb
1. used with other verbs to make questions
o Does this train go to London? o Did the
doctor give you any medicine for your
cough? o Where do they live? o What did
you find there ? 2. used with other verbs and
‘not’ to make the negative o They didn’t
laugh at the film. o It doesn’t matter any
more. o His parents don’t live in London. 3.
used to make a verb stronger o Can I sit
down? — Please do! o Why don’t you work
harder? —1I do work hard! o Why didn’t you
tell me? — 1 did tell you! 4. used in place of
another verb in short answers to questions
using the word ‘do’ o Do you live in Lon-
don? — Yes I do. o But your parents don’t
live there, do they? — No they don’t. o Does
the green colour show? — Yes it does. o Did
you go to the concert after all? — Yes I did.
5. used in place of another verb at the end
of a question or statement o The Russians
live here, don’t they? o It looks very nice,
doesn’t it? o It doesn’t rain a lot in Spain,
does it? o Can you run as fast as he does?
o He speaks German better than I do. o
She asked me to close the door but I'd al-
ready done so. o They got to the pub before
we did. 6. telling someone not to do some-
thing o Don’t throw away that letter! o
Don’t put your coffee cups on the compu-

ter! 7. with nouns ending in -ing o She’s
doing the shopping. o He always does the
washing-up. o She was doing the ironing.
8. to work at something, to arrange some-
thing or to clean something o She’s doing
her hair. o Have you done the dishes yet? o
I can’t do today’s crossword. o What have
you been doing all day? o They're a diffi-
cult company to do business with. 9. to suc-
ceed, to continue o She’s doing very well in
her new job. o He did badly in the inter-
view. o How’s your business doing? 10. to
finish cooking something o The carrots
aren’t done yet. 11. to be satisfactory o Will
this size do? 12. used when greeting some-
one o How do you do? ¢ that will do that’s
enough ¢ to make do with to accept some-
thing which is not as good as you wanted o
The ordinary plates are all dirty, so we will
have to make do with paper ones.
do away with® phrasal verb to get rid of
something
do in phrasal verb 1. to kill someone o
What happened to the gang boss? — He
was done in and dumped in the river. 2.
to hurt something (informal) o I did my
back in by digging the garden.
do up(D) phrasal verb 1. to attach some-
thing o He’s still a baby and he can’t do
his buttons up properly. o Can you do up
the zip at the back of my dress? 2. to re-
pair something and make it like new o
They bought an old cottage and did it up.
o He’s looking for an old sports car to do
up.
do with phrasal verb 1. to be related or
connected to o It has nothing to do with
us. o It is something to do with my new
book. 2. to put something somewhere o
What have you done with the newspaper?
3. to need something o After that long
walk I could do with a cup of tea. o The
car could do with a wash.
do without( phrasal verb not to have
something, to manage without something

doc abbr document

docile /'dousail/ adj quiet and well be-
haved

dock /dok/ noun 1. o the docks a harbour
where ships are loaded and unloaded o
Cars should arrive at the docks 45 minutes
before sailing time. o We used to go down
to the docks to watch the ships come in. 2.
a place in a law court where the prisoner
sits o She was in the dock, facing charges
of theft. m verb (docks, docking, docked)
(of a ship) to arrive in a port o The ship
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docked at 17.00. o The cruise liner will
dock in Bermuda.

docker /'doka/ noun a man who works in
a port, loading and unloading ships
docking station /'dokig sterf(o)n/
noun a piece of hardware for recharging a
portable computer

dockyard /'dokja:d/ noun a place where
ships are built or repaired

@ doctor /'dokta/ noun a person whose
job is to look after people who are ill o /
have a ten o’clock appointment to see the
doctor. o If you have pains in your chest,
you ought to see a doctor. o He went to the
doctor’s last Friday.

doctorate /'dokt(a)rat/ noun the highest
degree from a university

® doctrine /'doktrin/ noun a statement
of what a group of people believe
document! /dokjumont/ noun 1. a
piece of paper with something official or
important printed on it o File all the docu-
ments away carefully as we may need them
again. o Please read this document care-
fully and sign at the bottom of page two. 2.
a separate file in a computer o The letter
was saved as a Word document.
document? /'dokju,ment/ (docu-
ments, documenting, documented) verb
to note something in official writing o Cas-
es of this disease are well documented in
Africa.

documentary /,dokju'ment(a)ri/ noun
(plural documentaries) a film which shows
facts about a real subject [~about/on] o Did
you see the documentary about hippos last
night? m adj referring to documents

® documentation /dokjomen
'te1f(9)n/ noun all the papers referring to
something

doddle /'dod(o)l/ noun something that is
easy to do (informal)

dodge /dpd3/ noun a clever trick o He
told me a dodge to avoid paying on the Un-
derground. m verb (dodges, dodging,
dodged) 1. to avoid something, to get out
of the way o He ran across the street,
dodging the traffic. o She dodged behind a
parked car hoping he wouldn’t see her. 2.
to avoid doing something you should do, in
a dishonest way o fo dodge payment of
your TV licence fee

dodgy /'dod3i/ adj 1. not safe, involving
risk o The back wheel on your bike looks a
bit dodgy to me. o I wouldn’t go hitch-hik-
ing in Russia — it sounds very dodgy. 2.
probably dishonest, or dishonestly ob-

tained o He’s a bit of a dodgy customer. o
She paid with a dodgy ten-pound note.
doe /dou/ noun a female animal, such as
deer or rabbit (NOTE: Do not confuse with
dough. Male rabbits are called bucks, male
deer are stags.)

does /daz/ 3rd person singular present of
do

doesn’t/'daz(e)nt/ » do

® dog /dpg/ noun an animal kept as a pet,
or used for hunting o Can you take the dog
out for a walk? o Police with dogs were
hunting the gang of escaped prisoners.
dog-eared /'dpg 10d/ adj (of a page or
book) well used or torn

dogged /'dpgid/ adj not giving in easily,
continuing to do something, even though
people want you to stop

dogma /'dogma/ noun an official belief
dogmatic /dog'metik/ adj stating firm-
ly that what you say is right

do-gooder /du: 'gudo/ noun a person
who tries to do good and help others, but in
a way that sometimes annoys people
(informal)

dogsbody /'dogzbodi/ noun someone
who is employed by other people to do bor-
ing and unpleasant jobs for them

doing /'du:1y/ present participle of do

® doll /dol/ noun a child’s toy which
looks like a baby

@ dollar /'dols/ noun 1. the money sys-
tem used in the United States o a 5-dollar
bill o The country spends millions of dol-
lars on defence. o There are two dollars to
the pound. 2. a similar money system used
in many other countries o What is the price
in Australian dollars? (NOTE: usually writ-
ten $ before figures: $250. The currencies
used in different countries can be shown by
the initial letter of the country: Can$ (Cana-
dian dollar), Aus$ (Australian dollar).)
dollop /'dolop/ noun a large lump of
something soft (informal)

dolphin /'dolfin/ noun a large animal
with a long nose, that lives in the sea (NOTE:
A group of them is a school of dolphins.)
® domain /dou'mern/ noun 1. an area of
responsibility o I don’t do the cooking —
that’s my husband’s domain. 2. an area, a
group of nodes in a network

domain name /douv'mein nerm/ noun
the name of a service provider on the Inter-
net

dome /doum/ noun a round roof shaped
like half of a ball
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@ domestic /do'mestik/ adj 1. relating
to the home o She hated having to do all
the domestic work. 2. inside a country o
Sales in the domestic market have risen. m
noun a servant in a house (old) o When the
fire broke out all the domestics ran into the
house to rescue the furniture.
domesticated /do'mestikertid/ adj 1.
(of animals) kept or used for human re-
quirements 2. (of a person) skilled in doing
the work needed to keep a home clean
domesticity / doume'stisiti/ noun life
at home

® dominance /'dominans/ noun being
dominant

® dominant /'domimont/ adj 1. most
important o The dominant colour in the
room is dark red. o Safety will be the dom-
inant theme of the discussion. 2. very pow-
erful [~in] o a dominant personality o the
dominant force in the country’s govern-
ment

® dominate /'domineit/ (dominates,
dominating, dominated) verb 1. to rule
somebody or something o He is dominated
by his wife. o The Union party dominates
the country’s political system. 2. to be very
important o The conversation was domi-
nated by the subject of the president’s wife.
3. to be very clearly seen o The volcano
dominates the town.

domination / domi'ne1f(o)n/ noun con-
trol, power, or authority over others or an-
other

domineering /, domi'nioriy/ adj forcing
your ideas on someone

dominion /do'minjon/ noun the power
of control o to exercise dominion over a
country

domino /'dommou/ (plural dominoes)
noun one of a set of small flat blocks used
to play a game, each block being divided
into two sections, with up to six dots in
each section

don /don/ noun a university teacher, espe-
cially at Oxford or Cambridge o His father
was an Oxford don. m verb (dons, donning,
donned) to put on a piece of clothing o In-
structions for donning the life jacket are in
the pocket in front of your seat. o Visitors
to the factory have to don protective cloth-
ing.

donate /dou'nert/ (donates, donating,
donated) verb to give something, especial-
ly money, to a charity or similar organisa-
tion o He donated a lot of money to a char-
ity for the homeless.

donation /dou'neif(e)n/ noun a present,
especially of money

@ done /dan/ past participle of do

® donkey /'dopki/ noun a farm animal
with long ears, used for riding or pulling
carts

donor /'douns/ noun a person who gives
something

® don’t /dount/ » do

doodle /'du:d(o)l/ (doodles, doodling,
doodled) verb to draw shapes on paper,
usually because you are bored or thinking
of something else o She sat at the back of
the meeting, doodling on the agenda.
(NOTE: + doodle n)

doom /du:m/ noun an unhappy fate that
cannot be avoided

doomed /du:md/ adj condemned to end
in ruin

® door /do:/ noun 1. a solid piece of
wood, plastic or metal which closes an en-
trance o He went into his office and locked
the door behind him. o She opened the car
door and hit a passing cyclist. 2. used to
show where a building is in a street o They
live a few doors away from us.

doorbell /'do:bel/ noun a bell by a door
which you ring to get someone inside to
open the door

doorknob /'do:nob/ noun a round han-
dle for opening and shutting a door
doorman /'do:mon/ (plural doormen)
noun a man who stands at the door of a
building such as a restaurant or hotel
doormat /'do:mat/ noun a small rough
carpet placed in front of or behind a door,
on which you wipe your shoes if they are
dirty or wet

doorstep /'do:step/ noun a block of a
hard substance such as stone or wood at the
bottom of a door on the outside of a house
door-to-door /,do: to 'doi/ adj going
from one house to the next, asking people
to buy something, to vote for someone, or
asking them questions

doorway /'do:wer/ noun a space where
there is a door

dope /doup/ noun1. illegal drugs 2. a stu-
pid fool (informal) o He’s a dope, he should
have asked for twice as much!

dork /do:k/ noun someone who other peo-
ple think is not intelligent or does not dress
in fashionable clothes (informal)
dormant /'dormont/ adj not active o The
volcano has been dormant for many years,
but has suddenly started to send out clouds
of smoke.
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dormitory /'doimitri/ (plural dormito-
ries) noun a long room full of beds
dosage /'dousidz/ noun the amount of a
drug calculated by a doctor to be necessary
for a patient
dose /dous/ noun 1. a quantity of medi-
cine o Normal daily dose: three tablets. o
Do not exceed the prescribed dose. 2. an at-
tack of a disease [~of] o I've had a dose of
bronchitis.
dosh /do/ noun money (informal)
doss /dps/ (dosses, dossing, dossed),
doss down verb to sleep on something
such as a chair or on the floor, because
there is no bed available
doss down phrasal verb to sleep some-
where where there is no bed available,
e.g. on the floor
dossier /'dosier/ noun a file of docu-
ments
@® dot /dot/ noun 1. a small round spot o
A blue tie with white dots. 2. a printing sign
(.) used in email addresses o My email ad-
dress is jane @supertek.com (say ‘Jane at
Supertek dot com’). m verb (dots, dotting,
dotted) 1. to mark with a spot 2. to be or be
put in many different parts o Vases of flow-
ers dotted the room. o The wall was dotted
with notices.
dot.com /,dot'kom/ noun a company
that does business on the Internet or that
provides Internet services
doting /'doutiy/ adj very fond of some-
one
dotted line /,dotid 'lamn/ noun a line
made of a series of dots
dotty /'doti/ (dottier, dottiest) adjslightly
crazy (informal)
® double /'dab(9)l/ adj 1. containing two
of something o The word ‘immeasurable’
is spelt with a double ‘m’. o The invoice
number is six double five double one. 2.
with two parts, for two people o double
doors o a double bed 3. twice the size of
that which is considered normal o She
asked for a double portion of ice cream. m
plural noun doubles a tennis game for two
people on either side m verb (doubles, dou-
bling, doubled) to multiply something by
two o Think of a number and then double
it.
double up phrasal verb 1. to bend be-
cause of pain o She doubled up in pain
when he hit her in the stomach. 2. to per-
form two jobs o The waiter is doubling
up as chef because the chef is on holiday.
double-barrelled /,dab(s)l 'beerold/
adj1. used to describe a gun which has two

barrels 2. formed from two names, usually
with a hyphen between them
doublebass /,dab(o)l'bers/ noun a mu-
sical instrument like a very large violin
double bed /,dab(o)] 'bed/ noun a bed
for two people

double-breasted /,dab(o)l 'brestid/
adjdescribes a coat or jacket which has two
rows of buttons down the front
double-check /,dab(a)l 'tfek/ verb to
check something carefully, twice
double-click /,dab(o)l 'klik/ verb to
press a mouse button twice quickly, e.g. to
give an instruction to a computer
double-cross /,dab(a)l 'kros/ verb to
trick someone so that they think you are
working with them when in fact you are
working against them

double-decker /,dab(a)l 'deka/ noun a
bus with two levels of seats o Double-deck-
er buses are common in London.

double figures /,dab(o)l 'figoz/ plural
noun the numbers with two figures, from
10 to 99

double-glazing /,dab(e)l ‘glerziy/
noun windows made of two pieces of glass,
used to keep out noise or to keep heat in-
side

double life /,dab(a)l 'larf/ noun a situa-
tion in which someone has a separate way
of life for some of the time, which they
keep secret from other people
double-sided /,dab(o)l 'sardid/ adj
having two sides, both of which can be
used

double take /,dab(a)l 'terk/ noun a re-
action of surprise, after a slight pause
doubly /'dabli/ adv twice

@ doubt /dauvt/ noun 1. not being sure o
Everyone sometimes has doubts about
what they really want to do. o to have
doubts about something to say that you
are doubtful about something o I have my
doubts about the accuracy of the figures. o
to cast doubt on something to make peo-
ple feel less sure about something o He
cast doubt on the whole proposal. o to give
someone the benefit of the doubt to allow
someone to continue doing something, be-
cause you are not sure that accusations
made against him are correct o The referee
gave him the benefit of the doubt. 2. o
there’s no doubt about it is a certain fact
o There’s no doubt about her commitment
to the project. o There’s no doubt that he is
guilty. m verb (doubts, doubting, doubted)
not to be sure of something
[~(that)/~whether/if] o Did you ever doubt
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that we would win? o I doubt whether he
will want to go to the funeral. & no doubt
certainly o No doubt they will be asking for
more money soon. ¢ in doubt not yet
known or definite, or not yet sure o The re-
sult of the game was in doubt until the last
minute. o I'm in doubt about whether I
should take the job or not.

@ doubtful /'dauvtf(e)l/ adj not sure that
something is right or good, or not likely o
I am doubtful about whether we should go.
o It is doubtful whether the race will take
place because of the snow.

doubtless /'dautlos/ adv certainly
dough /dou/ noun 1. a mixture of water
and flour for making a food such as bread,
before it is cooked o The chef was knead-
ing the dough for the pizza. 2. money
(informal) o Hurry up, give me the dough!
(NOTE: Do not confuse with doe.)
doughnut /'dounat/ noun a small round
or ring-shaped cake cooked by frying in oil
dour /duo/ adjnot attractive or welcoming
in appearance or behaviour

douse /daus/ (douses, dousing,
doused) verb to throw water on something
dove' /dav/ noun 1. a white domesticated
pigeon o To celebrate the peace treaty they
released hundreds of doves. 2. a person
who prefers diplomacy and tries to achieve
peace o Curiously, it’s the military com-
manders who are the doves while the pres-
ident and his advisers are the hawks.
dove? /douv/ US past tense of dive
dowdy /'daudi/ (dowdier, dowdiest) adj
old-fashioned and badly dressed

® down /daun/ prep 1. towards the bot-
tom of o He fell down the stairs and broke
his leg. o The ball ran down the hill. 2.
away from where the person speaking is
standing o He went down the road to the
shop. o The police station is just down the
street. m adv 1. towards the bottom, towards
a lower position o Put the box down in the
corner. o I looked in the cellar, but there’s
no one down there. 2. in writing o Did you
note down the number of the car? o The
policeman took down her address. 3. used
for showing criticism o Down with the gov-
ernment! o Down with exams! (NOTE: down
is often used with verbs, e.g. to go down, to
fall down, to sit down, to lie down.)
down-and-out /daun on 'aut/ noun a
person with no money who lives on the
streets (informal)

downcast /'dauvnka:st/ adj gloomy, de-
pressed

downer /'davna/ noun 1. someone or
something that makes you feel depressed
2. a drug which makes you feel calm
downfall /'daunfo:l/ noun a situation in
which someone or something fails or is de-
stroyed

downgrade /'daungreid/ (downgrades,
downgrading, downgraded) verb to re-
duce the importance of a person or of a job
downhearted / davn'ha:tid/ adj feel-
ing unhappy

downbhill /davn'hil/ adv towards the bot-
tom of a hill o The road goes downhill for
a while and then crosses the river.
Downing Street /'davnip stri:t/ noun
1. a street in London with the houses of the
British Prime Minister (No. 10) and the
Chancellor of the Exchequer (No. 11) o
They took the petition to Downing Street. 2.
the office of the Prime Minister o Downing
Street denied the report.

download /daun'loud/ verb (down-
loads, downloading, downloaded) to load
data or a program into a computer m noun a
computer file that can be downloaded
down-market /'daun ,ma:kit/ adj
cheaper, appealing to a less wealthy sec-
tion of the population

down payment / davn 'permont/ noun
a part of a total payment made in advance
downplay /daun'ple/ (downplays,
downplaying, downplayed) verb to make
something seem less important (NOTE: can
also be to play down)

downpour /'davnps:/ noun a heavy fall
of rain

downright /'davnrait/ adj complete or
clear o That’s a downright lie. o The news-
paper story was a downright fabrication. m
adv completely or extremely o The wait-
ress wasn’t just unpleasant, she was down-
right rude.

downside /'davnsaid/ noun the disad-
vantages of a situation

downsize /'daunsaiz/ (downsizes,
downsizing, downsized) verb to make a
business smaller by cutting the number of
jobs

Down’s syndrome /'daunz
,sindroum/ noun a condition caused by the
existence of an extra chromosome that af-
fects a person’s physical and mental devel-
opment

@ downstairs /daun'steaz/ adv on or to
the lower part of a building o He heard a
noise in the kitchen and went downstairs to
see what it was. o I left my cup of coffee
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downstairs. m adj on the ground floor of a
building o The house has a downstairs
bedroom. o You can use the downstairs loo.
m noun the ground floor of a building o The
downstairs has three rooms. o The down-
stairs of the house is larger than the up-
stairs. Compare upstairs
downstream' /daunstrirm/ adj to-
wards the mouth of a river o Downstream
communities have not yet been affected.
downstream? /daun'strirm/ adv to-
wards the mouth of a river o The silt is car-
ried downstream and deposited in the del-
ta.
down-to-earth / daun tu '3:6/ adj sensi-
ble or matter-of-fact
@ downtown /'dauvntaun/ noun the cen-
tral district of a town o Downtown will be
very crowded at this time of day.
downtrodden /'dauntrod(e)n/ adj op-
pressed, badly treated
downturn /'davnt3:n/ noun a movement
towards lower prices, sales or profits
® downward /'davnwod/ adj towards
the bottom o a downward trend in the un-
employment figures m adv US same as
downwards
® downwards /'dauvnwodz/ adv to-
wards the bottom
downwind /,daun'wind/ adv, adj in the
direction in which the wind is blowing
downy /'dauni/ adj 1. soft and fluffy 2.
covered with soft hairs
dowry /'dauri/ noun money or goods
which a bride brings to her husband
doze /douz/ verb (dozes, dozing, dozed)
to sleep a little (slang) o She dozed for a
while after lunch. m noun a short sleep
@ dozen /'daz(o)n/ (plural same) noun 1.
twelve o I need a dozen eggs for this reci-
pe. o We ordered two dozen (= 24) chairs.
2. o dozens of a lot of o Dozens of people
visited the exhibition. o I've been to New
York dozens of times. ¢ half a dozen six o
half a dozen apples
@ Dr abbr doctor
drab /drab/ (drabber, drabbest) adjlack-
ing bright colours; brown, grey
@® draft /dra:ft/ noun a rough plan of a
document o He quickly wrote out a draft of
the agreement. o It’s not the final version,
it’s just a draft. m verb (drafts, drafting,
drafted) to draw up a rough plan of some-
thing
draft in phrasal verb to ask someone to do
something o The Boy Scouts were drafted
in to dig the garden.

® drag /dreg/ verb (drags, dragging,
dragged) to pull something heavy along
the ground [~along/across/out etc] o She
dragged her suitcase across the floor. o
The police dragged the men away from the
gate. m noun something boring, which
stops you doing things you really want to
do o It’s a drag, having to write all the
Christmas cards.

drag on phrasal verb to seem to pass

slowly o The dinner party seemed to

drag on for hours.
dragon /'dreegon/ noun an unfriendly
woman who seems frightening
dragonfly /'dregonflar/ (plural dragon-
flies) noun a long insect with bright trans-
parent wings which often flies near water
drain /dremn/ noun a pipe for carrying
waste water away o In the autumn the
drains get blocked by leaves. o We had to
phone the council to come and clear the
blocked drain. m verb (drains, draining,
drained) to remove a liquid from some-
thing
drainage /'dreinid3/ noun the process of
removing water by means of drains
draining board /'dremnip bo:d/ noun a
slightly sloping surface next to a sink on
which dishes can be placed to dry
drainpipe /'dreinpaip/ noun a pipe on
the outside of a house which takes water
down to the drains
® drama /'draima/ noun 1. a serious per-
formance in a theatre o a new TV drama se-
ries about life in Glasgow o The ‘Globe’
has put on an unknown Elizabethan dra-
ma. o I'm reading a book on 19th-century
French drama. o She’s a drama student or
She’s studying drama. 2. a series of serious
and exciting events o a day of high drama
in the court o the drama of the rescue by
helicopter o He always makes a drama out
of everything.
® dramatic /dro'maetik/ adj sudden, un-
expected and very noticeable o the dramat-
ic moment in the film, when the dinosaurs
start to attack them o The door was thrown
open and she made a dramatic entrance. o
The TV news showed dramatic pictures of
the disaster.
dramatics /dro'matiks/ noun the prac-
tice of performing plays, usually by people
who are not paid to act
dramatise /'dremotaiz/ (dramatises,
dramatising, dramatised), dramatize verb
1. to adapt a novel for TV or the theatre o
The novel was dramatised by J. Smith. 2. to
make something seem much more dramat-
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ic than it really is o There’s no need to
dramatise the situation, it’s bad enough as
it is.

@ drank /draepk/ past tense of drink
drape /dreip/ (drapes, draping, draped)
verb 1. to hang cloth around something o
The statue was draped in a white cloth
ready to be unveiled. o He wore a long
scarf draped over his shoulders. 2. to hang
something long over something o He
draped his legs over the back of the seat.

drapes /dreips/ plural noun US curtains o
Open the drapes — it’s light outside.

drastic /'dreestik/ adj severe, which has a
sharp effect

® draught /dra:ft/ noun a flow of cool
air into a room o Don'’t sit in a draught.

draughts /dra:fts/ noun a board game
played with black and white round pieces o
Would you like a game of draughts or to
play draughts? o Draughts is a much sim-
pler game than chess. (NOTE: not plural, and
takes a singular verb. The US term is check-
ers.)

draughtsman /'dra:ftsmon/ (plural
draughtsmen) noun a person who draws
plans for machines or buildings
® draughty /‘dra:fti/ (draughtier,
draughtiest) adj with cool air flowing into
it (NOTE: The US spelling is drafty.)
® draw /dro:/ noun1. a game or competi-
tion which ends with both teams having the
same number of points o The match was a
draw: 2-2. 2. a competition in which the
winner is chosen by a person who takes a
ticket out of a container with a name on it
o The draw is held on Saturdays. o We are
holding a draw to raise money for the local
hospital. m verb (draws, drawing, drew,
drawn) 1. to make a picture with a pen or
pencil o He drew a picture of the house. o
She’s drawing a pot of flowers. 2. not to
have a winner in a game o The teams drew
2 — 2. o the match was drawn neither side
won 3. to pull curtains open or closed o She
drew the curtains and let in the sun. o Can
you draw the curtains — I don’t want any-
one to see us in here.
draw upQ®) phrasal verb 1. to come close
and stop o As [ was standing at the bus
stop, a car drew up and the driver asked
if I wanted a lift. 2. to write down some-
thing, e.g. a plan o They have drawn up a
plan to save money. o Have you drawn up
a list of people you want to invite to the
party? 3. to move something closer o
Draw your chairs up to the table.

drawback /drorbek/ noun a thing
which is not convenient or which causes a
problem

@ drawer /'dro:a/ noun a part of a desk or
cupboard like an open box which slides in
and out when you pull its handle o I keep
my cheque book in the top drawer of my
desk.

@ drawing /'dro:1g/ noun 1. a picture
that has been drawn o I’'ve bought an old
drawing of the church. 2. the activity or
skill of making pictures with a pencil or
pen o He studied drawing in Rome.
drawing board /'droiig bo:d/ noun a
large board used by designers to work on o
it’s back to the drawing board we’ll have
to start planning all over again

drawing pin /'dro:iy pin/ noun a pin
with a large flat head, used for fixing pa-
pers to a surface such as a wall

drawing room /'droiiy ruim/ noun a
sitting room, a room for sitting and talking
in, but not eating

drawl /dro:l/ noun a slow way of speaking
o He spoke with a southern drawl. (NOTE: +
drawl v)

® drawn /dro:n/ adj tired and ill o She
looked drawn after spending all night with
her sick baby. m past participle of draw
dread /dred/ noun great fear o The sound
of her voice filled him with dread. o She
has a dread of meeting him in the street. o
in dread of being very afraid of o They
lived in constant dread of being arrested. m
verb (dreads, dreading, dreaded) to fear
something very much o I’'m dreading tak-
ing my driving test. o She dreads her week-
Ly visit to the doctor.

dreaded /'dredid/ adj awful, frightening
(humorous)

@® dreadful /'dredf(o)l/ adj very bad or
unpleasant o What a dreadful film!

@ dreadfully /'dredf(o)li/ adv extreme-
ly, in a way that is not good or pleasant
dreadlocks /'dredloks/ plural noun a
hairstyle where your hair is plaited into
thick strands o He had his hair in dread-
locks.

@ dream /dri:m/ noun 1. a story or series
of events that you think about while you
are sleeping [~about] o She had a dream
about big pink elephants. 2. something
which you imagine and hope will happen
in the future o All his dreams of wealth col-
lapsed when he lost his job. o His dream is
to appear on Broadway. m verb (dreams,
dreaming, dreamt or dreamed) to experi-
ence a story or series of events while you
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are sleeping [~of/about/~(that)] o He was
dreaming of white sand and a blue tropical
sea. o I dreamt about you last night. o Last
night I dreamt I was drowning. m adj refer-
ring to something that is the best you could
have o They found their dream house in a
small town by the sea. o Select your dream
team for the World Cup.
dreamer /'dri:ma/ noun a person who is
out of touch with practical things
dreamt /dremt/ past tense and past parti-
ciple of dream
dreamy /'dri:mi/ (dreamier, dreamiest)
adjas if you are dreaming
dreary /'driori/ (drearier, dreariest) adj
sad or gloomy; not interesting
dredge /dreds/ (dredges, dredging,
dredged) verb 1. to remove dirt or sand
from the bottom of a river or lake o They
had to spend weeks dredging the channel
so that boats could still get to the harbour.
2. to cover something with a substance
such as sugar or flour o When the pie is
cooked, dredge it with icing sugar.
dregs /dregz/ plural noun the parts of a
drink which are left in a cup or glass when
you have finished drinking o He poured the
dregs down the sink.
drench /drent/ (drenches, drenching,
drenched) verb to soak something
@ dress /dres/ noun a piece of clothing
usually worn by women or girls, covering
the body and part or all of the legs o She
was wearing a blue dress. m verb (dresses,
dressing, dressed) 1. to put clothes on
someone [~in/~as] o She dressed her little
girl in a blue dress. o He was dressed as a
prince. 2. to get dressed to put clothes on
yourself o He got up, dressed and had
breakfast. 3. to clean an injury and cover it
with a bandage
dress up phrasal verb 1. to put on cos-
tumes o The children love dressing up as
doctors and nurses. 2. to wear your best
elegant clothes o Don’t dress up — come
just as you are.
@ dressed /drest/ adj1. wearing clothes
o I can’t come down to see the visitors —
I'm not dressed yet. o to get dressed to
dress yourself o Get dressed and come
downstairs. o He got up, got dressed and
then had breakfast. 2. dressed in wearing
aparticular colour or type of clothing o She
was dressed all in black. o He was dressed
in a teeshirt and shorts.
dresser /'dreso/ noun 1. a piece of kitch-
en furniture with open shelves above and
cupboards below o Put the plates back in

the kitchen dresser. 2. a person who dresses
in a certain way o He’s a very smart dress-
er.

dressing /'dresig/ noun 1. a sauce for
salad 2. a cover for an injury o The dress-
ings need to be changed every hour.
dressing gown /'dresiy gaun/ noun a
long robe worn over pyjamas or a night-
dress

dressing room /'dresip ruim/ noun a
room in which you change your clothes,
especially a room in a theatre where actors
or actresses get dressed in costume, or a
room in a sports club where people change
into their sports clothes

dressing table /'dresip ,tetb(o)l/ noun
a piece of bedroom furniture with a mirror
or mirrors

dress rehearsal /dres ri'hais(o)l/
noun the final practice for an activity such
as a play or public event o The attack on
the police station was only a dress rehears-
al for the coup d’état which took place the
following week.

dressy /'dresi/ adj (of person) wearing
formal and fashionable clothes

drew /dru:/ past tense of draw

dribble /'drib(o)l/ (dribbles, dribbling,
dribbled) verb 1. to let liquid flow slowly
out of an opening, especially out of your
mouth o The baby dribbled its food over
her dress 2. (of a liquid) to flow slowly out
of an opening [~out/through etc] o Ketchup
dribbled onto the tablecloth. 3. to kick a
football along as you are running, or to
move a ball along with one hand as you are
running

drier /'draro/ noun a machine which dries
drift /drift/ noun 1. a general meaning o
Did you follow the drift of the conversa-
tion? o My Italian isn’t very good, but I got
the drift of what they were saying. o I think
she got the general drift of my argument. 2.
a pile of snow blown by the wind o Snow
lay in drifts around the farmhouse. m verb
(drifts, drifting, drifted) 1. to move with
the flow of water, without steering o The
boat drifted down the river for two miles. 2.
to move aimlessly o After the match, the
spectators drifted towards the exits. 3. (of
snow) to pile up o The snow began to drift
in the high wind. 4. to behave aimlessly, to
avoid taking any decisions o The govern-
ment lost its sense of purpose and started
to drift. 5. to move slowly in a certain di-
rection o Prices drifted downwards.

® drill /dr1l/ noun 1. a tool for making
holes in a hard substance such as wood or



195

driving licence

metal o He used an electric drill to make
the holes in the wall. 2. the action of prac-
tising marching, especially in the armed
forces o New recruits spend hours practis-
ing their drill. m verb (drills, drilling,
drilled) 1. to use a drill to make a hole in
something [~in/into/~through] o Check how
solid the wall is before you drill a hole in
it. o He drilled two holes for the screws. 2.
to do military practice o The soldiers were
drilling on the parade ground. 3. to teach
someone something by making them do or
say it many times [~in/~into] o They were
drilled in how to help customers leave the
building in an emergency. o The rule of not
speaking to strangers was drilled into the
children from an early age.
@ drink /drigk/ noun 1. an amount of lig-
uid such as water, juice, tea or coffee which
you swallow o If you're thirsty, have a
drink of water. o She always has a hot
drink before she goes to bed. 2. an alcohol-
ic drink o Would you like a drink? o Come
and have a drink. o I'll order some drinks
from the bar. m verb (drinks, drinking,
drank, drunk) to swallow liquid o He
drank water out of a bottle. o What would
you like to drink?

drink up phrasal verb to drink all of a lig-

uid o The baby drank all her milk up. o

Come on, drink up — we’re leaving now.
drink-driving /drigk 'dratvig/ noun
driving a car when drunk
drinker /'drigks/ noun a person who usu-
ally drinks a particular quantity or type of
alcohol, or a person who drinks too much
alcohol regularly o She’s only a light
drinker. o They’re all beer drinkers. o Her
father was a drinker.
drinking /'drigkip/ noun the act or proc-
ess of drinking a lot of alcohol, especially
frequently and over a period of time
drinking water /'drigkiy ,wo:to/ noun
water which is safe to drink
drip /drip/ noun a small drop of water o
There’s a hole in the tent — a drip just fell
on my nose. m verb (drips, dripping,
dripped) 1. to fall in small drops o Water
was slowly dripping from the ceiling. 2. (of
e.g. a tap) to produce small drops o I must
fix that tap — it’s dripping.
@ drive /drarv/ noun 1. a journey, espe-
cially in a car o to go for a drive to make
a short journey in a car for pleasure 2. a
part of a computer which makes a disk
work o The disk is stuck in the drive. 3. an
energetic way of working o We need some-
one with plenty of drive to run the sales de-

partment. 4. a little road leading to a house
o Visitors can park in the drive. m verb
(drives, driving, drove, driven) to make a
motor vehicle travel in a particular direc-
tion [~along/down/through etc] o I never
learnt to drive. o He was driving a lorry
when the accident happened. o I’ll drive
your aunt to the airportI’ll take her to the
airport in my car ¢ to drive someone cra-
zy or mad to have an effect on someone so
that they become very annoyed (informal) o
The noise is driving me mad. o All this
work is driving her crazy.
drive away () phrasal verb 1. to ride away
in a motor vehicle o The bank robbers
leapt into a car and drove away at top
speed. 2. to take someone away in a mo-
tor vehicle o The children were driven
away in a police car. 3. to force some-
thing or someone to go away o His teach-
ing methods were driving students away.
drive back(®) phrasal verb 1. to go back or
to come back in a motor vehicle o We
were driving back to London after a day
out. 2. to force someone or something
back o The police drove the demonstra-
tors back from the square.
drive off(® phrasal verb same as drive
away 1, 3
drive-by /'draiv bai/ noun the firing of a
gun at somebody from a moving vehicle
drive-in /'drarv mn/ adj, noun bank, cine-
ma, restaurant, where cars drive up for
service o We went to see the movie at the
local drive-in. o We got a Chinese takea-
way at a drive-in restaurant.
drivel /'driv(a)l/ noun rubbish
® driven /'driv(e)n/ past participle of
drive
@ driver /'draivo/ noun a person who
drives a vehicle such as a car or train o He'’s
got a job as a bus driver. o The drivers of
both cars were injured in the accident.
drive-through /'drarv 6ru:/, drive-up
noun a business that serves people who
wait by a special window in their cars
driveway /'draivwel/ noun a short pri-
vate road leading to a house
® driving /'drarviy/ adj (of rain or snow)
blown horizontally by the wind o They
were forced to turn back because of the
driving rain. m noun the action of driving a
motor vehicle o Driving in the centre of
London can be very frustrating. o She’s
taking driving lessons.
@ driving licence /'drarvip ,lars(o)ns/
noun a permit which allows someone to
drive a vehicle on public roads
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drizzle /'driz(o)l/ noun light rain o A thin
drizzle was falling so we took our umbrel-
las. m verb (drizzles, drizzling, drizzled) to
rain a little o It’s drizzling outside, so you
need a raincoat.
drone /droun/ noun 1. a male bee o The
workers are busy getting pollen, while the
drones do nothing. (NOTE: In a bee colony,
the females are workers.) 2. a buzz of an
insect, of an engine o I could hear the
drone of a small aircraft in the distance. 3.
a monotonous sound o The drone of the
bagpipes sounded across the lake. m verb
(drones, droning, droned) 1. to buzz o We
could hear a small aircraft droning over-
head. 2. to talk slowly and in a monotonous
voice o The lecturer droned on and on
about population statistics.
drool /dru:l/ (drools, drooling, drooled)
verb 1. to slobber o a baby drooling in his
high chair 2. to show excessive pleasure
about something o I absolutely drooled
over the painting.
droop /dru:p/ (droops,
drooped) verb to hang down
® drop /drop/ noun a small amount of
liquid which falls m verb (drops, dropping,
dropped) 1. to fall or let something fall
[~from/to/into/down/on etc] o He dropped
the glass and it broke. o The plate dropped
onto the floor. 2. to decrease o Prices are
dropping. o At night the temperature can
drop below zero. 3. to let someone get off a
bus or car at a place [~at/~in] o I'll drop you
at your house. o The bus dropped her in the
centre of town.
drop in phrasal verb to call on someone,
to visit someone
drop off phrasal verb 1. to fall asleep o
She dropped off in front of the TV. o It
took me ages to drop off. 2. to let some-
one who is a passenger in a car get out
somewhere o We can drop you off at the
station.
drop out phrasal verb 1. to stop compet-
ing or being involved in something o He
got as far as the semi-finals but dropped
out because of a shoulder injury. 2. to de-
cide to give up your ordinary job or stud-
ies, usually because you want to live a
more simple life o He dropped out and
went to live on a beach in India.
drop-down menu /drop daun
'menjui/ noun a list of choices which ap-
pears on a computer screen, and stays there
until you click on one of them
drop-in centre /'drop n ,sentd/ noun a
place which people can visit without ar-

drooping,

ranging a time, to get advice or informa-
tion, or to meet other people
droplet /'droplot/ noun a very small drop
of liquid
droppings /'dropigz/ plural noun solid
waste matter from animals o The grass was
covered with rabbit and sheep droppings.
® drought /dravt/ noun a long period
when there is no rain and when the land is
dry
@ drove /drouv/ past tense of drive
® drown /dravn/ (drowns, drowning,
drowned) verb to die by being unable to
breathe in water o He drowned in a shallow
pool.
drowsy /'dravzi/ (drowsier, drowsiest)
adj sleepy (NOTE: + drowsily adv; drowsi-
ness n)
drudgery /'dradzori/ noun hard boring
work o Most of the work in the office is
sheer drudgery.
® drug /drag/ noun 1. a medicine o They
have found a new drug for people with ar-
thritis. 2. an illegal substance which affects
people physically or mentally when they
take it o The customs are looking for such
things as drugs or alcohol. m verb (drugs,
drugging, drugged) to give a person or an-
imal a drug, or put a drug in their food or
drink, to make them unconscious o They
drugged him and took him away in a car. o
The dog’s food had been drugged with
something to make him sleep.
@ drugstore /'dragsto:/ noun US a shop
where medicines can be bought, as well as
many other goods such as shampoo, writ-
ing paper, etc.
drum /dram/ noun 1. a large round musi-
cal instrument which you hit with a stick o
He plays the drums in the band. 2. a large
barrel or container shaped like a cylinder o
oil drums w verb (drums, drumming,
drummed) 1. to play on a drum 2. to hit
something frequently o He drummed his
fingers on the table.
drum into phrasal verb o to drum some-
thing into someone to make someone
learn something o My grandfather
drummed it into me that I had to be polite
to customers.
drummer /'drama/ noun a person who
plays the drums
® drunk /drapk/ adj excited or ill from
drinking too much alcohol m noun a person
who is drunk m past participle of drink
drunkard /'dragkod/ noun a person who
has a habit of drinking too much alcohol
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drunken /'drapkon/ adj who has drunk
too much alcohol. » driving

@ dry /drav/ adj (drier or dryer, driest or
dryest) 1. not wet o Don’t touch the door —
the paint isn’t dry yet. o The soil is dry be-
cause it hasn’t rained for weeks. 2. (of
wine) not sweet o A dry white wine is
served with fish. m verb (dries, drying,
dried) 1. to become dry o The clothes are
drying in the sun. o Leave the dishes on the
draining board to dry. 2. to wipe some-
thing until it is dry o He dried himself with
a towel.
dry out phrasal verb 1. to become com-
pletely dry o Hang up your coat to dry
out in front of the fire. 2. to try to stop
drinking alcohol o He went to a clinic in
London to dry out.
dry up phrasal verb 1. to stop flowing o
The heatwave has made the rivers dry up.
o The government grants have dried up
and it looks as though the theatre will
have to close. 2. to stop talking, because
you can’t remember what you were go-
ing to say o He dried up in the middle of
his speech, and sat down hurriedly. o As
soon as she got on the stage she dried up.
dry-clean /drar 'klin/ verb to clean
clothes or other fabric items with chemi-
cals
dry-cleaner’s /drai 'kli:noz/ noun a
shop where clothes are dry-cleaned
dryer /'draro/ noun another spelling of
drier
dry land /drar 'l&nd/ noun 1. the land,
not the sea 2. areas of land prone to severe
drought, e.g. deserts and savannas
dual /'dju:ol/ adj existing as a pair
dual carriageway /,djuzal
'keeridzwel/ noun a road with two lanes in
each direction, with a barrier between the
two sides (NOTE: The US term is two-lane
highway.)
® dub /dab/ (dubs, dubbing, dubbed)
verb 1. to give someone a nickname o At
college he was dubbed Tom ‘Pigpen’ Smith
because his room was so dirty. 2. to add di-
alogue to a film in a different language
from the original o The film has been
dubbed into Swedish.
dubious /'dju:bios/ adj thinking that
something might not be true or good o Eve-
ryone else seems to believe her story, but
personally I’'m dubious about it. o I'm du-
bious about getting involved.
duchess /'dat[is/ noun the wife of a
duke

® duck /dak/ noun 1. a common water
bird (NOTE: The male is a drake, the female
a duck and the young are ducklings.) 2. the
meat of this bird o We’re having roast duck
for dinner. m verb (ducks, ducking,
ducked) to lower your head quickly to
avoid hitting something o She didn’t duck
in time and the ball hit her on the head. o
He ducked as he went through the low
doorway.
duckling /'dakliy/ noun a young duck o
a duck with six little ducklings o roast
duckling and orange sauce
duct /dakt/ noun 1. a tube which carries
liquids in the body 2. a tube which carries
air or wires in a building o The central
heating ducts caught fire.
dud /dad/ adj (dudder, duddest) false
(informal) o He paid me with a dud £10
note. m noun something which does not
work properly o Most of the fireworks in
the box were duds.
dude /dju:d/ noun US 1. a man who is
very interested in clothes o that dude, with
his stiff collar and wide pink tie 2. a visitor
from a city on the East coast to a ranch in
the Midwest
® due /djuz/ adj 1. expected or likely to
happen [~for] o The plan is due at 10.30. o
We’re due for a thunderstorm after all this
hot weather. o due to do something ex-
pected to do something in future o We are
due to leave London Airport at 5 o’clock. o
The children are due to arrive this after-
noon. 2. owed o This payment is due now.
m advstraight o The plane flew due west. m
noun what is deserved o The right to an-
swer her critics publicly is her due. ¢ due
to because of o The problems are due to
lack of training. o These worries about
health are usually due to not being given
enough information. ¢ in due course later
¢ to give someone their due to be fair to
someone o To give him his due, he works
very hard.
duel /'djuzal/ noun a fight between two
people with weapons such as swords or
guns o They fought a duel over a girl. o He
challenged the doctor to a duel. (NOTE: Do
not confuse with dual.)
dues /dju:z/ plural noun money owed as a
fee or regular payment
duet /dju:'et/ noun a piece of music
played or sung by two people
® due to /'dju: tu:/ prep because of o
The trains are late due to fog.
duff /daf/ verb

duff up phrasal verb to beat somebody up
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(slang)
® dug /dag/ past tense and past participle
of dig
dugout /'dagauvt/ noun 1. a hole in the
ground which is a shelter for soldiers o
They sat in a dugout for hours, waiting for
the order to advance. 2. a bench by the side
of a football pitch where the managers and
extra team members sit o The manager was
yelling instructions from the dugout.
duke /dju:k/ noun a nobleman of the
highest rank. » duchess
® dull /dAl/ adj 1. not exciting or interest-
ing o The story is rather dull. o What’s so
interesting about old churches? — I find
them dull. 2. (of weather) grey and cloudy
o adull cloudy day 3. (of colours) not bright
o They painted the sitting room a dull
green.
® dumb /dam/ adj unable to speak (NOTE:
Some people avoid this term because it
causes offence and prefer to say speech-
impaired.)
dumbfounded
greatly surprised
dummy /'dami/ (plural dummies) noun a
plastic object, given to a baby to suck in or-
der to stop it from crying o The baby sat
sucking a dummy.
® dump /damp/ noun a large area where
rubbish is taken o Take your rubbish to the
municipal dump. m verb (dumps, dump-
ing, dumped) 1. to put something heavy on
the ground, especially in a careless way o
She just dumped her suitcases in the hall.
2. to throw something away, to get rid of
something o Someone has dumped an old
pram in the car park.
dumpling /'damplig/ noun a small ball
of dough served with hot meat
dune /dju:n/ noun a hill of sand
dung /day/ noun solid waste from ani-
mals, especially cattle, often used as ferti-
liser
dungarees /,dange'riiz/ plural noun
working clothes, formed of a pair of trou-
sers and a bib covering the chest, usually of
thick blue cloth, and worn over ordinary
clothes o The workmen came into the café
in their dungarees.
dungeon /'dand3zon/ noun a dark and
unpleasant underground prison
dunk /dagk/ (dunks, dunking, dunked)
verb to dip a biscuit or other food into a lig-
uid
dunno /do'nov/ contr don’t know
(informal) o Whose car is that? — I dunno.

/dam'favndid/  adj

duo /'djuzov/ noun 1. two people, usually
two performers o a TV comedy duo 2. same
as duet

dupe /dju:p/ noun a person who has been
tricked o He was the dupe of a Russian
businessman. w verb (dupes, duping,
duped) o to dupe someone into doing
something to trick someone into doing
something o They duped him into giving
them all the cash he had in his wallet.
duplicate! /'dju:plikot/ adj made as a
copy of something o Put the duplicate in-
voices in the file. m noun a copy o She sent
the invoice and filed the duplicate.
duplicate? /'dju:plikert/ (duplicates,
duplicating, duplicated) verb 1. to make a
copy of a document such as a letter o She
duplicated the letter and put the copy into
a file. 2. to do again something which has
already been done o Keep a note of where
you got to — I don’t want to duplicate your
work.

duplication /,dju:pli'keif(o)n/ noun 1.
the act of copying or repeating something
exactly 2. an exact copy or repeat
durable /'djuorab(e)l/ adj staying strong
even when used for a long time o You need
a really durable floor covering in a kitch-
en.

® duration /dju're1f(o)n/ noun the peri-
od of time for which something lasts
duress /dju'res/ noun force or illegal
threats of force used to make someone do
something

® during /'djuorig/ prep while some-
thing is going on o Conditions were bad
during the war.

dusk /dask/ noun the period in the
evening just before it gets dark

® dust /dast/ noun a thin layer of dry dirt
o The room had never been cleaned — there
was dust everywhere. o A tiny speck of dust
got in my eye. (NOTE: no plural) m verb
(dusts, dusting, dusted) to remove dust
from something o Don’t forget to dust the
Chinese bowls carefully.

® dustbin /'dastbin/ noun a large con-
tainer for rubbish, kept outside a house
duster /'dasta/ noun a cloth for removing
dust

dust jacket /'dast ,dzekit/ noun a pa-
per cover round a book

® dustman /'dastmon/ (plural dust-
men) noun a person employed by a town to
collect rubbish

dustpan /'dastpan/ noun a small flat
container for brushing dirt into
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dusty /'dasti/ (dustier, dustiest) adj cov-
ered with dust

dutiful /'dju:tif(e)l/ adj who does what
should be done

® duty /'dju:ti/ noun (plural duties) 1.
something which you are legally or moral-
ly expected to do o We have a duty to in-
form the authorities about what we saw. 2.
a tax which has to be paid [~on] o duty on
perfume m plural noun duties different jobs
that have to be done as part of your official
work o One of his duties is to see that the
main doors are locked at night. ¢ on duty
doing official work which you have to do
in a job o He’s on duty from 9.00 to 6.00. o
She’s been on duty all day.

duty-free/ dju:ti 'friz/ adj, adv sold with
no tax to be paid o He bought a duty-free
watch at the airport or He bought the
watch duty-free.

duvet /'duzver/ noun a bag full of feath-
ers, used as a covering for a bed

DVD /di: vi: 'diz/ nounan optical disc that
can hold images and sound. Full form dig-
ital video disc

dwarf /dwo:f/ noun a person of smaller
than normal height (NOTE: Some people
avoid this term as it can cause offence and
prefer person of short stature or person
of restricted growth.) m verb (dwarfs,
dwarfing, dwarfed) to make something
look very small o His house is dwarfed by
the office block next door.

dwell /dwel/ (dwells, dwelling, dwelt or
dwelled) verb 1. o to dwell on something
to keep thinking or talking about a problem
o It’s best not to dwell too much on your fi-
nancial situation. 2. to live somewhere (lit-
erary)

dweller /'dwelo/ noun, suffix a person
who lives in a place o Many city-dwellers
have cottages in the country where they go
for weekends. o Prehistoric man was a
cave-dweller.

@ dwelling /'dweliy/ noun a place to live
(formal)

dwindle /'dwind(a)l/ (dwindles, dwin-
dling, dwindled) verb to get less gradually

dye /da1/ noun a substance used to colour
cloth o synthetic dyes o vegetable dyes m
verb (dyes, dyeing, dyed) to stain with a
colour o She dyed her hair green. (NOTE:
Do not confuse with die.)

® dying /'dary/ present participle of die
dyke /daik/, dike noun 1. a long wall of
earth to keep water from flooding land o
They built dykes along the river. o With this
storm blowing from the east, do you think
the dykes will hold? 2. a long ditch for rain-
water o It rained all month, and the dykes
were full. 3. a lesbian (offensive)

dynamic /dar'namik/ adj very energetic
and with a strong personality

dynamite /'dainomarit/ noun 1. a power-
ful explosive o They used dynamite to blow
up the old building. 2. something or some-
one that has a very powerful effect o This
news is dynamite!

dynamo /'damomou/ noun 1. a small
piece of equipment for making electricity o
The electric light works by a dynamo at-
tached to the back wheel. 2. a very energet-
ic person

dynasty /'dinosti/ (plural dynasties)
noun 1. a family of rulers, following one
after the other o The Ming dynasty ruled
China from 1368 to 1644. o Henry VII
founded the Tudor dynasty in 1487. 2. a pe-
riod of rule by members of the same family
o The Great Wall of China was built during
the Tsin dynasty.

dysentery /'dis(o)ntri/ noun an infec-
tion of the intestines, causing bleeding and
diarrhoea

dysfunctional /dis'fagk[fon(e)l/ adj 1.
unable to relate to other people emotional-
ly and socially 2. failing to work properly
dyslexia /dis'leksio/ noun a medical
condition in which a person is not able to
read and spell correctly
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e /it/, E noun the fifth letter of the alphabet,
between D and F

E abbr 1. east 2. eastern

® each /i:tf/ adjevery o Each five pound
note has a number. o He was holding a
towel in each hand. o Each one of us has a
separate office. m pron 1. every person o
They have two houses each or Each of them
has two houses. o She gave them each five
pounds or She gave them five pounds each
or She gave each of them five pounds. 2.
every thing o Each of the books has three
hundred pages or The books have three
hundred pages each.

® each other /,i:t[ 'A09/ pron the other
one of two people or of two things o They
were shouting at each other. o We always
send each other presents on our birthdays.
o The boxes fit into each other.

eager /'iigo/ adj wanting to do something
very much

eagerly /'i:gali/ adv in a way that shows
that you want something very much

eagle /'i:g(o)l/ noun a large bird of prey
eagle-eyed /i:g(o)l 'ard/ adj with very
good eyesight

@ ear /13/ noun 1. one of the parts on ei-
ther side of your head which you hear with
o Rabbits have long ears. o Have you
washed behind your ears? 2. an ability to
sense sound o He has a good ear for music.
o to play an instrument by ear to play
without reading the printed notes of music
o She can play the piano by ear. 3. the top
part of a plant such as wheat or barley with
the seeds ¢ to play it by ear to do what you
think is right at the time (informal) o We
won’t make a plan, we’ll just play it by ear
and see how it goes. < to be up to your
ears in to be very busy with (informal) o
He’s up to his ears in work. ¢ to have or
keep your ear to the ground to follow
what is happening and know all about
something

earache /'1oreik/ noun a pain in your ear

eardrum /'todram/ noun a part of the ear
which vibrates with sound and passes the
vibrations to the inner ear

earl /3:1/ noun a nobleman of middle rank,
below a marquess and above a viscount.
countess

earlier /'3:lia/ adjrelating to a time before
now or before a time being mentioned o an
earlier version of the book o I'll try to
catch an earlier train. m adv before now or
before a time being mentioned o Can’t you
come any earlier than Tuesday? o I tried to
phone earlier but you were out.
earliest/'s:liost/ adj the soonest time that
something could happen o The earliest |
can deliver it is Tuesday.

earlobe /'10loub/ noun the lower part of
the outside of the ear

@ early /'3:11/ adv 1. before the usual time
o The plane arrived five minutes early. o
We must get up early tomorrow morning if
we want to catch the first boat to France. 2.
at the beginning of a period of time o We
went out early in the evening. o The snow
came early in the year.

early bird /'3:li b3:d/ noun someone who
likes to get up early and work before break-
fast, and who does not stay up late at night
earmark /'toma:k/ (earmarks, earmark-
ing, earmarked) verb to reserve something
for a special purpose

(@ earn /3:m/ (earns, earning, earned)
verb to be paid money for working o He
earns £20,000 a year. o How much does a
bus driver earn?

earner /'3:nd/ noun a thing or person that
earns money

earnest /'3:nist/ adj serious o They were
engaged in earnest conversation. ¢ in ear-
nest with serious determination o After a
slow start the discussions began in earnest
in July.

earnings /'3:nigz/ plural noun a salary,
the money which you earn from work o
His earnings are not enough to pay the
rent.



201

eat

earphones /'1ofounz/ plural noun a
piece of equipment which you put on your
ears to listen to sounds from a machine
such as a radio or telephone o She took off
her earphones when I asked her a question.
earplug /'1oplag/ noun a piece of plastic,
rubber or other material which you put in
your ears to stop you hearing loud sounds
earring /'tor1y/ noun a piece of jewellery
worn attached to part of the ear

earshot /'1o[ot/ noun o within or in ear-
shot near enough to hear something o Eve-
ryone within earshot heard the details of
her divorce. o out of earshot not near
enough to hear something o Now that she’s
out of earshot, you can tell me what really
happened.

ear-splitting /'10 ,splitig/ adj extremely
loud

@ earth /3:0/ noun1. also Earth the plan-
et on which we live o The Earth goes round
the Sun once in twenty-four hours. o The
signals from the spacecraft came back to
earth. 2. the brown substance in which
plants grow o Put some earth in the plant
pot and then sow your cucumber seeds. m
verb (earths, earthing, earthed) to connect
an electrical appliance to the ground o
Household appliances should be properly
earthed. (NOTE: The US term is to ground.)
¢ it costs the earth it costs a great deal of
money (informal) o It wouldn’t cost the
earth to have the house repainted.
earthenware /'3:0(o)nwed/ noun ob-
jects such as pots and dishes, made of clay
earthquake /'3:6kweik/ noun an occa-
sion on which the earth shakes, caused by
movement of the earth’s surface (NOTE:
also called simply a quake)

earth science/,3:0 'sarons/ noun a sci-
ence that studies the Earth, e.g. geology
earthy /'3:6i/ (earthier, earthiest) adj (of
humour) coarse or rude

ease /i:z/ noun a lack of difficulty o He
won the first round with the greatest of
ease. o The bottle has a wide mouth for
ease of use. m verb (eases, easing, eased)
to make less painful o A couple of aspirins
should ease the pain.

easel /'i:z(d)l/ noun a vertical frame on
legs to support a blackboard or painting
easier, easiest /'i:zio, 'i:ziost/ » easy
@ easily /'i:zili/ adv 1. without any diffi-
culty o I passed my driving test easily. o I
can easily get there by 9 o’clock. 2. a lot
(for emphasis before comparatives or super-
latives) o Her work was easily better than
yours. o He is easily the tallest man in the

team. o Our shop is easily the biggest in
the High Street.

@ east /iist/ noun 1. the direction in
which the sun rises o The sun rises in the
east and sets in the west. o Germany is to
the east of France. o The wind is blowing
from the east. 2. East the countries in the
eastern part of the world, e.g. China m adj
relating to the east o The east coast is the
coldest part of the country. m adv towards
the east o The kitchen windows face east,
so we get the morning sun. o Drive east
along the motorway for twenty miles.
eastbound /i:stbavnd/ adj travelling
towards the east

® Easter /'i:sto/ noun a Christian festi-
val, in March or April, celebrating the oc-
casion on which Jesus Christ died and then
came back to life again

Easter egg /'i:stor eg/ noun a chocolate
or sugar egg eaten at Easter

easterly /'i:stoli/ adj 1. towards the east
2. (of a wind) blowing from the east

@ eastern /'iist(o)n/ adj from, of or in
the east o The best snow is in the eastern
part of the mountains.

easterner /'i:stono/, Easterner noun a
person who lives in or comes from the east
of a country or region

easternmost /'i:st(o)nmoust/ adj fur-
thest to the east

eastward /'i:stwod/ adj, adv towards the
east

eastwards /'irstwodz/ adv towards the
east

@ easy /'iizi/ adj not difficult, or not
needing a lot of effort o The test was easy,
in fact much easier than I expected. o My
boss is very easy to get on with. ¢ easier
said than done more difficult than you
think it will be o Finding the right house
was easier said then done. ¢ to take things
or it easy to rest and not do any hard work
o The doctor told him to take things easy
for a time after his operation.

easy chair /'i:zi t [ea/ noun a large com-
fortable armchair

easy-going /,iizi 'gouly/ adj friendly
and not very critical

easy listening /,i:zi 'lis(o)nig/ noun
slow or quiet popular music

(@ eat /i:t/ (eats, eating, ate, eaten) verb
1. to put food into your mouth and swallow
it o I'm hungry — is there anything to eat?
o We haven’t eaten anything since break-
fast. o The children ate all the sandwiches.
o Eat as much as you like for £5.95! o
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You’ll get thin if you don’t eat. 2. to have a
meal o He was still eating his breakfast
when I arrived. o We are eating at home to-
night. o Have you eaten yet?

eat away phrasal verb to destroy some-

thing by gradually wearing it away

eat out phrasal verb to have a meal in a

restaurant

eat up phrasal verb 1. to eat everything o

She ate it all up in a matter of seconds. o

Come on, eat up —it’s time to go. 2. to use

large amounts of something o Buying a

car has eaten up my savings.
eatable /'i:tob(®)l/ adj which is good
enough to eat
eater /'i:to/ noun a person who eats
eatery /'irtori/ (plural eateries) noun US a
restaurant, a place where you can eat
(informal)
eating disorder /'i:tig dis,o:do/ noun
an emotional disorder manifesting as an
obsessive attitude to food
eat into phrasal verb to use more of some-
thing than expected o The delays have eat-
en into the time we allowed for visiting
London.
eau de cologne /,0u do ka'loun/ noun
a type of light perfume
eaves /i:vz/ plural noun the edge of a roof
which sticks out over the wall beneath it
eavesdrop /i:vzdrop/ (eavesdrops,
eavesdropping, eavesdropped) verb to
listen to a conversation which you are not
supposed to hear
ebb /eb/ noun the regular process of the
level of the sea water at a coast becoming
lower m verb (ebbs, ebbing, ebbed) 1. (of
the sea level at a coast) to become lower o
Boats at anchor swing round to point up-
stream when the tide starts to ebb. 2. also
ebb away to become weaker or less gradu-
ally o He couldn’t hold on to the rope any
longer; his strength was ebbing away. < to
be at a low ebb to be in a bad state o After
his interview, his morale was at a low ebb.
o The manager asked them to try harder,
just when their energy was at its lowest
ebb.
e-business /'i: \biznos/ noun 1. busi-
ness that is conducted on the Internet 2. a
company that uses Internet technology
eccentric /ik'sentrik/ adj unusual in a
way that is strange m noun a person who be-
haves in an unusual way o In his old age,
he became something of an eccentric.
eccentricity  /eksen'trisiti/
strange behaviour

noun

ecclesiastical /1kli:zi'estik(o)l/ adj
referring to the Christian Church
echelon /'e[alpn/ noun a group of people
at a particular level in an organisation or
community o the upper echelons of man-
agement o the lower echelons of the armed
forces

echo /'ekou/ noun (pluralechoes) a sound
which is repeated such as when you shout
in a place such as a tunnel o We could hear
the echo of voices in the tunnel. o If you go
to the Whispering Gallery in the dome of St
Paul’s Cathedral you can hear the echo
very clearly. m verb (echoes, echoing,
echoed) 1. (of sound) to make an echo o
Their voices echoed down the tunnel. 2. to
repeat o The newspaper article echoed the
opinions put forward in the minister’s
speech.

eclectic /1'klektik/ adj taking ideas from
several different sources

eclipse /1'klips/ (eclipsing, eclipsed)
verb 1. to hide the sun or moon by passing
in front of it o The sun is eclipsed by the
moon. 2. to be more successful than some-
one else o She was eclipsed by her younger
sister.

eco-friendly /'izkou frendli/ adjintend-
ed to have no harmful effect on the natural
environment and its inhabitants
ecological /i:ko'lndzik(e)l/ adj refer-
ring to ecology or the environment
ecology /1'kplod3i/ noun the study of the
relationship between plants and animals
and their environment (NOTE: + ecologist
n)

e-commerce /'i: . kpma3:s/ noun buying
and selling things online, especially over
the Internet

® economic /,i:zko'nomik/ adj 1. relat-
ing to the economy o I don’t agree with the
government’s economic policy. o The gov-
ernment has introduced controls to solve
the current economic crisis. o The country
enjoyed a period of economic growth in the
1980s. 2. not costing much money o The
flat is let at an economic rent. 3. using
money well o It is hardly economic for us
to run two cars.

economical/ i:ko'nomik(a)l/ adj which
saves money or resources

economic  migrant /i:konomik
'maigrant/ noun a person who moves to
live in another country where living condi-
tions are better

® economics /,itka'nomiks/ noun the
scientific study of how money functions in
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trade, society and politics o She is studying
for an economics degree.

economise /1'’kpnomaiz/ (economises,
economising, economised), economize
verb to try not to waste something by using
as little as possible [~on] o Our bills are too
high so we’ll have to economise on elec-
tricity this winter.

economist /i'’kpnomist/ noun a person
who specialises in the study of money and
its uses

@ economy /1'kpnomi/ noun 1. the way
in which a country makes and uses money,
or the financial state of a country 2. some-
thing you do to avoid wasting money or
materials o She tried to make a few econo-
mies like buying cheaper brands of wash-
ing-up liquid. m adj cheap, often because of
being sold in large sizes or quantities o an
economy size notepad o If you travel mid-
week you can usually get an economy fare.
economy class /i'konomi kla:s/ noun
an air fare which is cheaper than first class
or business class

economy drive /i'konomi drarv/ noun
an effort to save money or materials
ecosystem /'itkousistom/ noun a sys-
tem which includes all the organisms of an
area and the environment in which they
live

ecotourism /'i:kou tuoriz(d)m/ noun
tourism that tries to avoid ecological dam-
age to places visited

ecstasy /'ekstosi/ noun 1. great happi-
ness o She was in sheer ecstasy over her
engagement. o These chocolates are pure
ecstasy. 2. a dangerous drug which makes
you have hallucinations

ecstatic /ik'stetik/ adj very happy or
enthusiastic

eczema /'‘eksimo/ noun an uncomforta-
ble skin condition with an itchy rash and
blisters, but which is not contagious
eddy /'edi/ (plural eddies) noun a circular
movement of water or dust o Dust eddies
were being raised by the wind. o He got
into an eddy under the waterfall.

@ edge /ed3/ noun 1. the part around the
outside of something o He put his plate
down on the edge of the table. o She lay
down on the roof and looked over the edge.
o Can you stand this coin on its edge? 2. an
imaginary line where an area ends [~of/] o
He lived in a house at the edge of the forest.
o The factory is built right on the edge of
the town. 3. the sharp thin part of a knife or
tool for cutting 4. an advantage o to have
the edge on a rival company to have a

slightly larger share of the market than an-
other company m verb (edges, edging,
edged) to move in a slow, careful way o He
started edging towards the door. < on edge
nervous or worried o Everyone was on
edge, waiting for the telephone call.
edging /'ed31y/ noun a decoration along
the edge of something

edgy /'ed3i/ adj 1. nervous or worried 2.
unusual and interesting

® edible /'edib(a)l/ adj good enough or
safe to eat

edict /'i:dikt/ noun a public announce-
ment of a law

edifice /'edifis/ noun a large building
(formal)

edit /'edit/ (edits, editing, edited) verb 1.
to be in charge of a newspaper or magazine
o He edited the ‘Sunday Express’ for more
than twenty years. 2. to prepare a book for
publishing by doing such things as correct-
ing mistakes o I am editing a volume of
20th-century poetry. 3. to prepare some-
thing such as a film to make it ready to be
shown o Once the film has been edited it
will run for about 90 minutes.

® edition /1'dif(e)n/ noun a number of
copies of a book or newspaper printed at
the same time o The book of poems was
published in an edition of one thousand
copies.

@® editor /'edito/ noun 1. a journalist in
charge of a newspaper or part of a newspa-
per o He wrote to the editor of ‘The Times’
asking for a job. o She is the sports editor
of the local paper. 2. a person who edits
books

editorial /,ed1'toriol/ adj referring to ed-
itors or editing o He has overall editorial
control of the series. m noun a main article
written by the editor of a newspaper o Did
you read today’s editorial in ‘The Times’?
educate /'edjukert/ (educates, educat-
ing, educated) verb to teach someone in a
school or college, or give them information
that they need o She was educated in Swit-
zerland. o We need to educate young peo-
ple about the dangers of alcohol.
educated /'edjukertid/ adj having been
to school and university

® education /,edju'keif(o)n/ noun the
system of teaching, or of being taught or
given information about something

® educational /edju'keif(o)nol/ adj
relating to education, teaching and schools
o a campaign to improve educational
standards o This game for 3— to 5-year-
olds is very educational.
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educator /'edjukerto/ noun a person
who teaches, especially someone who
teaches people how to teach

Edwardian /ed'wo:dion/ adj referring to
the time of King Edward VII (1901 - 1910)
eel /i:l/ noun a long thin fish which looks
like a snake

eerie /'1ori/ (eerier, eeriest) adj strange
and frightening (NOTE: + eerily adv)

@ effect /1'fekt/ noun a result or influ-
ence [~on/upon] o The cuts in spending will
have a serious effect on the hospital. o The
cream has had no effect on her rash. o The
effects of the shock took some time to wear
off. m plural noun 1. sounds, images or dis-
plays that are created for a film or event 2.
the things that you own (formal) m verb (ef-
fects, effecting, effected) to carry some-
thing out (formal) o She was able to effect a
number of changes during her time in
charge. ¢ in effect actually o In effect, he
gave up trying. & or words to that effect or
something with that meaning o She said
she wouldn’t pay, or words to that effect. &
to come into ortake effect to start to be of-
ficial or legal o The order comes into effect
on I January. ¢ with effect from starting
from (formal) o Prices will be increased by
10% with effect from January 1st.

@ effective /i'fektiv/ adj 1. producing
the result that is wanted o His method of
keeping the children quiet is very effective.
o Advertising on TV is a very effective way
of selling. 2. taking effect o an order which
is effective from January 1st (NOTE: + effec-
tiveness n)

@ effectively /1'fektivli/ adv 1. really,
although the situation might appear differ-
ent o Although there was another game to
play in the series, they had effectively won
the gold medal. 2. in a way which produces
the result that is wanted o The floodlighting
worked very effectively.

effeminate /1'feminot/ adj referring to a
man who behaves in a feminine way (dis-
approving)

effervescent /efo'ves(o)nt/ adj 1.
which makes bubbles o The water will be-
come effervescent if you put this tablet into
the glass. 2. lively and excited o Her effer-
vescent good humour made the party go
with a swing.

® efficiency /1'fif(o)nsi/ noun being
able to produce a good result without wast-
ing time, money or effort o How can we
improve the efficiency of our working
methods? o She is known for her extreme
efficiency.

@ efficient /i'f1f(o)nt/ adj able to work
well and do what is necessary without
wasting time, money or effort o He needs
an efficient assistant to look after him. o
The new system of printing invoices is very
efficient. o a fuel-efficient car a car which
does not use much petrol
efficiently /i'fif(o)ntli/ adv in an effi-
cient way
effigy /'efidzii/ (plural effigies) noun a
rough model of a person, usually someone
unpopular
effluent /'efluont/ noun liquid waste, es-
pecially from factories or industrial proc-
esses
@ effort /'efot/ noun the use of the mind
or body to do something o Lifting the box
took considerable physical effort. o He’s
made a big effort to learn Spanish. o an ef-
fort to do something an attempt to achieve
something o The changes are part of an ef-
fort to improve productivity. o She’s al-
ready written to three addresses in an ef-
fort to contact the owner. m plural noun ac-
tivities for a particular purpose o Thanks to
her efforts, we have collected more than
£10,000 for the children’s hospital.
effortless /'efotlos/ adj without needing
to use any energy
effrontery /1'frantori/ noun rudeness
effusive /1'fjuisiv/ adj showing too
much emotion when talking about some-
thing
EFL abbrEnglish as a Foreign Language o
She is an EFL teacher. o He’s taking an
EFL course.
e.g., eg abbre.g.
egalitarian /1,geli'teorion/ adj believ-
ing in equality or treating all people equal-
ly
@ edg /eg/ noun 1. a round object with a
hard shell, produced by a female bird or,
e.g. snake, in which a baby bird develops o
The owl laid three eggs in the nest. o Tur-
tles lay their eggs in the sand. 2. a chick-
en’s egg, used as food o You need three
eggs to make this cake. ¢ don’t put all your
eggs in one basket don’t risk everything
on only one project
egg on(® phrasal verb to encourage
someone to do something, especially
something naughty

eggplant /'egpla:nt/ noun a dark purple
shiny fruit of a small plant, used as a vege-
table (NOTE: used mainly in American Eng-
lish. The more common British term is au-
bergine.)
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eggshell /‘egfel/ noun the hard outside
part of an egg

egg white /'eg wait/ noun the clear lig-
uid found in an egg, which turns solid and
white when cooked

€ego /'itgou/ noun your high opinion of
yourself

egocentric /i:gou'sentrik/ adj interest-
ed only in yourself, not thinking of anyone
else

egoism /'irgouiz(e)m/ noun thinking
only about yourself, and not bothering
about anyone else

egotism /'izgoutiz(d)m/ noun thinking
that you are better than anyone else
egotist /i:gotist/ noun a person who
thinks he or she is better than everyone else
egotistic /,ego'tistik/, egotistical /,ego
'tistik(9)l/ adj thinking you are better than
everyone else

ego trip /'izgou trip/ noun an activity de-
signed to improve your good opinion of
yourself (informal)

® eh /ev interj used when asking ques-
tions o What a laugh, eh? o What about a
drink, eh? o Eh? What did he say?

@ eight /e1t/ noun the number 8

® eighteen /er'ti:n/ noun the number
18

@ eighteenth /er'ti:nf/, 18th adj relat-
ing to number 18 in a series m noun number
18 in a series

18-wheeler /erti:n 'witlo/ noun a large
lorry with 18 wheels

eighth /e1t0/, 8th agjrelating to number 8
in a series m noun number § in a series
(NOTE: eighth is usually written 8th in dates:
April 8th, 1999; September 8th, 1866 (Amer-
ican style is 8 September 1866), say: ‘the
eighth of September’ or ‘September the
eighth’ (American style is ‘September
eighth’). For names of kings and queens,
eighth is usually written VIII: King Henry VI-
Il, say: ‘King Henry the Eighth’.)

@ eightieth /'e1tio6/, 80th adjrelating to
number 80 in a series m noun number 80 in
a series

@ eighty /'erti/ noun the number 80 o
eighties the numbers between 80 and 89
@ either /'a109, 'i:09/ adj, pron 1. one or
the other o You can use either computer —
it doesn’t matter which. o I don’t like either
of them. 2. each of two; both o There are
trees on either side of the road. o Some
people don’t take sugar in their coffee,
some don’t take milk, and some don’t take
either. m adv used with two negatives to

show that two people or things are similar
in some way o He isn’t Irish and he isn’t
Scottish either. o She doesn’t want to go,
and I don’t want to go either. o The report
wasn’t on the TV news, and it wasn’t on the
radio either.
ejaculate /i'dzakjulert/ (ejaculates,
ejaculating, ejaculated) verb 1. to send out
semen from the penis 2. to exclaim (liter-
ary) (NOTE: + ejaculation n)
eject /1'dzekt/ (ejects, ejecting, ejected)
verb 1. to throw something out o The chair-
man called in the police to eject the trou-
blemakers from the meeting. 2. to escape
from an aircraft using an ejector seat o The
pilot ejected safely. (NOTE: + ejection n)
eke verb
eke out phrasal verb to use something a
little bit at a time, in order to make it last
longer ¢ to eke out a living to earn or live
on very little money o She ekes out a mis-
erable existence as a cleaner.
elaborate! /'lzb(o)rot/ adj very de-
tailed, very complicated o an elaborate
dessert of cream, fruit and cake
elaborate? /i'lzboreit/ (elaborates,
elaborating, elaborated) verb to go into
details o It’s a very complicated plan so I
won'’t elaborate. o He refused to elaborate
any further on her reasons for leaving.
elapse /i'leps/ (elapses, -elapsing,
elapsed) verb (of time) to pass
elastic /1'lestik/ noun a material which
stretches m adj able to stretch and contract
o She was wearing tight shorts made of
some elastic material.
elastic band /1'lestik bend/ noun a
thin circle of rubber for holding things to-
gether
Elastoplast /1'lestopla:st/ trademark a
small strip of cloth which can be stuck to
the skin to cover a wound
elated /i'lertid/ adj very excited and
pleased
elation /1'lerf(a)n/ noun a strong feeling
of excitement and pleasure
® elbow /‘elbou/ noun the joint in the
middle of your arm o He sat with his el-
bows on the table. o She nudged him with
her elbow.
elbow-room /‘elbou ruim/ noun space
to move about (informal)
elder /'eldo/ adj older o I have two elder
brothers. o She brought her elder sister.
(NOTE: elder is a comparative adjective,
used mainly of brothers or sisters. It is never
followed by than, when older should be
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used.) m noun an older person o Mary is the
elder of the two. o Which brother is the
elder? o The village elders met to discuss
the plan. o Children should have respect
for their elders and betters.

@ elderly /'eldsli/ adja more polite word
than ‘old’ used for describing someone
who has had a long life o An elderly man
sat down beside her. o My mother is now
rather elderly and doesn’t drive any more.
elder statesman /eldo 'stertsmon/
noun an older and wiser politician

eldest /'eldost/ adj the oldest of a series
of people o This is John, my eldest son.

@ elect /1'lekt/ (elects, electing, elected)
verb to choose someone by voting o She
was elected MP for the town. o The presi-
dent is elected for a term of four years. o
The chairman is elected by the members of
the committee.

-elect /ilekt/ suffix a person who has been
elected but has not yet started the job o She
is the president-elect.

® election /1'lekfon/ noun the process of
choosing by voting [/~for/~to/~as] o the
election of a new treasurer for the club o
election to the general council o We are
holding an election for new representa-
tives. o After her election as president, the
crowds were celebrating.
electioneering /1,lek[o'nioriy/ noun
the process of working for an election cam-
paign, making speeches, writing pam-
phlets and meeting voters

elective /1'lektiv/ adj 1. requiring to be
elected 2. not obligatory

elector /1'lekto/ noun a person who votes
or who is able to vote in an election
electoral /1'lekt(o)rol/ adj referring to an
election

electoral college /1 lekt(o)ral 'kolidz/
noun a group who elect someone such as a
president

electoral register /1 lekt(o)ral
'red31sta/, electoral roll noun an official
list of names and addresses of people living
in a particular area who are eligible to vote
in local or national elections

electorate /1'lekt(o)rot/ noun all the
people in an area who are able to vote

@® electric /1'lektrik/ adj 1. worked by
electricity o Is your cooker elect