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Changing homeland
of a tough, romantic people
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ERHAPS ARPAD GAVE US THE TDEA, for we had read the folkiore of
that nomndic Magvar chieftain
Before he stormed into Hungary with his conguenng horsemen in AD
g0, Arpid dispatched scouts ahead to hring back “twn ptchers full of
water from the Danube and a bundle of grass from the dunes.” reported
a medieval historian. And (rem those samples the chieftain formee his
opinion of the land now Known as Hungar
Like Arpad's scouts, we collected souyvenirs all over the tand, and as
we packed, our oot itself told the story of Hungary todiay. We had gathered
conkbiooks, wine, amd records of Gypsy violins and Bartdk concertos—
proof of delicious: romantic fun. We had also acquired some needlewark,
fine china. a riding crop. a humer magazine called Ludas Matyr, ancd some
medals marking the centenninl of Lenin and the mallenmum ol 5
stephen. We could read the keepsakes as if they were ten leaves Faor s
Hungary had been g creative, lively ploce, with odd crosscurrents ol
thoueht. “And don't forget my three invitations,” added my | 5-yeur-oid
son Josh. Not tangible souvenirs; perhaps, but three familics hatl azked
Josh back to spend o summer n thewr homes—a fair sample of the
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spontaneous hospitality we found evervwhere

“But do these Communists let vour travel
freelvy” asked an American tourist we met
in Budapest. 1 assured him that we moved
with complete freedom and that, if any secret
policeman followed us, we had never been
awnre of It

Since the asbortive revolution of 1956,
things have changed in Hungary. Nikita
Khrushchey grumbled about its “goulash
Communism.” The Wall Street Journal went
even further: “"Hungary is making a major
departure from Socialist orthodoxy™ Unlike
Russians, for example, Hungarians can own
land privately, Their sovernment no longer
fixes all prices. Television broadeasts include
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nlew commercinds And nearly 200,000 Hun-
garians work 1n pnvately owned bakeries,
shops, and even small construction Grmes

*1 no longer think of Hungary as lron
Curtamn,” a Western diplomat teld me

Two vears neo o Budapest {riend of mine
langhimgly referred to Hungary s “the jolli-

est cellblock 1nm the Sowviet concentration
camp,” Last vear he made the same joke, but
his manner refuted the words: He told it with-
out looking over his shoulder And in two
cabarets and the theater '."l..':'l]-,rﬂukﬁp, the
political jokes had - sharper teeth.

stll, some 30,000 Kussimn troops oemiin
on Hungarian sail. And | noted other details:
My airmail letters from Washington took



nine dave to reach Budapesi—and every
envelope had been opened. But the mail
problem seemed slight; my mission was not
political, but geographic and, in line of duly,
even tournstic

During recent summers, perhaps the great.
est chanze in Hungary has come with the
rising wave of foreign toursis—some SiX
million lnst vear, n figure increasing by 23
percent annually. “Soon they will outnum-
ber us Hungariang” sighed o hotel guest
at crowded Lake Balaton, “Our population
is only 10,300,000—and  we increase [ar
more slowly.” He was right. The Hunganan
birth rate—18 per 1,000—is one of the lowes!
in Europe. (“How ropic,” added a young

HUNGARY

T'I,I,.'{j_TH“.!'ra'.. O LANDLOCKED AUNOARY Hes at
an altitude of less than 650 feet. Silty soil hasat-
tracted farmers. bt the peotle terraln has also
lured conguerors 1o/ this natoral battleground. Tn
AL %9% the Magyvars came, a band of tough
nomatls fraom the Ural
Meuntains, who stub-
hornly  held  the  land
pEalndl sUCTeEssIvE Wikvies
of later invaders Since
Russian troops artived in
Warld War 1, Cammu
abstn has ruled Hungare, The latest insadess are all
tourists—six million a year—who sample spas.
Civpsy misde, ine food, and Tokay wine

AHEA: 350U sguare mdles POPULATION: [0, N, OO0
CAPITAL Hodnpest Oabout ' two malbion), commerond
renler ECONOMY: Industry (mbchinery, Totroaments,
textiles) emgiloys 33 percent af Worsing guisprtilatlairy
agriculture (grains, fruits potutoes, paprika, grapes, and
sigar hewtsl emglove 31 peecent. Larpe bapxin il nasits.
CURRENCY: A0 forints eual 51 UL S

Budanpest lights up on an aulums

ove Uolfowing pazes) The domed
shi-room Roval Palace, todsy an
pitstanding muoseum of art, scalp-
tare, and history, dominates Castle
Hill An excursion hoal ohiupgs L
the swiftly Howing Dunube toward
sracofal Chain Bridge, completed i
1540 1 link Buda on the {ar side,
anel Pest, which merged 1n P875
Above the bridge, lights bathe
vViatihlas  Church, where Hune
pary crowned many of her Kings.
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RLE T RTRTRTY ng m history. We had just met Péter, so he

‘You mean the Komans founded this city? was still carefully erudite. " Also. a professar
e asked in wonder. We walked through thi unce told me thiat Budas mav derdve fi L L
ruins of Aquincum, and | saw only the tun Blavic voda, or ‘wate
ed columns, the excavated walls, and thi We have an ocean below the surfac
twio amphitheaters But Josh, s eves focused [ Tungarm ald another vrofessor He wa
upan adventure, could see the flashine sword Lir. Marton Pecst, disttnewished geoermphes
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beean-going ships in the merchant mearine ol
lindlocked Hungary (map, pages 446-7),

“We even build ships for Norway and
West Germany,” said Jézsef Schuster, of the
MAHART Hungarian Shipping Company.
Burdened by three million tons of annual
cargo, the Danube River here carries u pro-
salc reputation.

The city is quite nnother romantic matter
Or rather, the cities, for Buda and Pest—
which were separate municipalities  until
legally wed in 1873 —temain  e=sentinlly
mdividual. Buda rides the hills and slopes of
the west bank, garnished by gardens, crowned

by castles, church spires; and forts (pages.

448-9), Pect lies wide and flat, a tabular city
neal as o ledser, with hig streets and tall
butldmgs, crowded shops amd governmeni
buildings, the busy center of Hungary. Be-
tween them, the Danube provides vistas.
commerce, and cleavage (pages 454-5),

Hungarion," King Stephen advised his
son inan earky document. “and dio not for-
et that without a past a nation hoas no future "
yuch advice has not alwavs been easy to
follow. The Danube Basin has [orever offered
invaders o hallway to Europe. Historic evi-
dence bulges visibly upon the brow of Custle
Hill In 1247 the Mongoels invaded Hungary,
pillaged for a leisurely vear, slew half the
people, and then withdrew. Buda Castle was
started then to guard Danube traffic and this,
the new capital of Hungary, apainst the
Mongols® return.

The Turks came and conguered in 1526
strolling through Budsa Castle, Sultan Sulei-
man the Magnificent sighed, “Oh,  only this
palace were our serpshio in Istanbul! Such
sentiment vanished a century aned & half lnter
when the Turks were deiven from this hill
and from Hungary, They set fire to the castle,
making it look, one evewitness said, like “an
empty skull in which a candle was stuck "

The Habsbhurgs rebuilt much of the castle
s a purt-time roval residence for their Austro-
Hungarian Empire. We watched workmen
rebuilding that palace again, for Buda Cus-
the anid s hill were wrecked once more in
1944 when the Russians shelled fts German

i PEEEEH‘L’E EVERYTHING that is

redoubt. Thus an epic strugele raged here
through the centuries, or as British scholur
C. A Micartney puts it, “Furope and Asia
strove for mnstery, and neither ever achieved
it quite completely.”

The contention continues. We drove around
Pest’s semicircular Great Bowlevard and
watched the street names change: Frang,
then Josef—for two Habshurg émperors—
then Lenin, then St Stephen. On other drives
losh called out landmarks honoring Gyrgy
Washington, Rovsevelt, Marx, Attila. and n
prelife FEith-tentury chronicler, Anonymius.

“Have you heard the Intest Lenin joke? a
Hungarian acquaintance asked me. Officially,
Hungary had just abserved Lenin's centen
nigl, and posters covered the city with pic-
tures of the bald Russian. “You haven't heard
any of our Lenin jokes? Well, .. " Many of
his stories just weren't printable

“The Russiang even have a contest for the
best Lenin jokes,” msisted my friend Rudolf
Vig. "The winner gets 30 vears in Siberin”

Rudi had helped me with a book T wrote
about Gypsies* As a musicologist with the
Hungurian Academy of Sciepces, Rudi him-
sell hos collected some 5,000 Hungarian
folk songs and knows more about Gyvpsy
music than anvone else on earth. Flis wife
Anna Vig is o leading fashion designer who
still fmds time to tend a2 lively brood of five
children. Two of them, Mihily, 13, and Balizs,
t4, showed Josh around their town.

Together, they moved through the wreat
mu=eum of Buda Castle (“spooky lighting—
but neat") and spired splendors of the 13th-
century Matthias Church, where many of
Hungary's kings were crownied, and over the
roller coasters of Vidam Park. Yet one of
Joeh's greatest thrills was his ride on the Bu-
dapest subwav at a brisk 45 miles an hour.

tovext o London's, ours is the oldest sub-
way svstem in Europe—and the oldest an the
Contiment,” boasted Laszld Udwvard, chief of
Metro technical development. We saw the
guaint Metro car first ridden by the Austro-
Hungarian Emperor Franz Josef in 1896

"Mr. MeDowell's bouk, Gupiter: Wanderers of the
Wirrld, 216 pages, 194 Hlustrations, 15 available for $4,.25,
plis pisstage mml Landlhng, from National Geographic
=S0cheLy, Dwpa, 670, Wastmngtan, [L O J0054

Cure bequeathed by onetime conguerors: Men snak in mineral-laden 108" F, witers
of the Rodas Haths, built by the Turks in 1566, Sun streams through tinted elass like
spothight beams: People Bock to Budapest's baths—fed by 123 bubbling thermal ApErings

lo treat adlments ranging from fntigue to arthrits
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And—I5. 000 of us 1 one rush hogr—we
rodde the newest section opened o0 1970 o
commemuoriate 25 vears ol Communist rule
“Chur eguipment = Rossian,” said Mr
Udvari, “But our raal width differ=™ Pride
rather than engineering seemed involved.
Chne morning we donned hard boes and
went underground 90 feet where workmen are
drilling new metro routes. Sloshingover cables
and rails, we waded in the shime from seeping
mineral waters. Over the noise of jackham
mers, Me Udvan shouted, “Soon wi will com-
lete this first tunne! under the Danube!™

N A LOFTIER PLANE, | wvisited
Budapest's restaurnnts o sample
tavorite  papriko-fAavored foods, the
excellent white wines from Lake Balaton, and
Crvpsy violins, In the Matvas Pince restaurant
and iy the hilltop Citadella, | ran into old
Civpsy friends
“N¥ouu're back!” said Lajos, primds—violin-
\st-leader—aof one six-man Gypsy band “You
were last here with the linpoists” And o0 [
had been. Professor Jozsef Vekerdi and his
asstciate Eva Valis hal mitroduced me to
ome of Hungary's 300,000 Gypsies
“They shy at no audacity in musi¢,” Frang
Lizzt once wrote. And, indeed. Gypsies have
supphed the background score for much Hun-
garian history—at least since the 13th cen
tury. Melodic verbunkds helped recruit the
army, and lor centuries Gypsy violindsts led
troops into battle
Hunganan dictionaries even note same
special wards for Gypsies: ciganyezn (literally
Gypsvingd and mudatnr (to have a good time
with Gypsies) In fact, Gypsy music has been
such a festive part of historic Hungarian
revels that Comimunist authorities ot first
banished the tradittonal orchestras as ans-
toctatic symbols.
“MNow, no more of thi! nonsense,”
Lajos. and he slipped into the
Lara's theme from Dorctor Zhivago

shruered
Joely ol

Sightseving the sociable way, lounpers
mian Lhe ramparts: of Fizhermen's Bastion
budlt in 1905 to hinor medieval Dangbe
fishermen who defensded the rivers Buda
hank. It provides a favorite vantage poini
[or Hungarians and lor a swelllng tde ol
wpurists. Parliament Building Loistles with
won-Giothic spires oo the Pest side. The ety
Fieht bridees were all rebutlt after retreating
Giormans blew them up in World Woar H

“In the heroic nee of Budapest fartunes
wiere wasted on champagne, flowers, o
music, wrote the nostalgic Gvula Krody
hrudy  recalled “Kirddy  Steeet . where
Edward VIT while Prince of Wales learned
to dance the cyirdds.” and the time an enter
tainer named Fifi “replnced ber koo ked-out
evelooth with a piece of a wax candle.™ He
described bald-headed walters who “carried
the wine ih silver conlers with the sn
mity of fTuneral The lovely,
plittering ereatl worid!™

glitters yvet, On' any summer evening you
can count the lovers strolling beside the
Uanube, holding hands, whispering,
bracing. Unce a cabdriver pointed out some

directiors
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we crossed by ferry to Tihany on the north
shore “But this is not a true Balaton storm,”
Jinos Varro, a blue-eved, deeply sunburned
fisherman, said with a smile as he led us into
his house.

“Excuse us, plense,” apologized Mrs
Varrd, “but we rent our upstairs rooms to
tourists in summer. We move to the kitchen
—tpolovision, washing mochine, children!™

“Yes, we catch that whitefish vou like—
SJoga,” smd Mr. Varra, "The low protecisit on
Balaton; we must throw back all foga shorter
than 13 inches [page 478]

“Nows our fnmous stormse First we see
high white clouds with edyes like lace; then
a long mist cloud. In five minutes the sky
turns doark green: The northwest wind blows
down—sometimes 75 miles an hour. The
dianger is the shallow water, when boats are
tlashed against the sand bottom in the troughs
of the waves."

Fach wear some two dozen swimmers
drown in Lake Balaton. “But we number 73
fishermen on the kike—and we never drown,”
siuid Mr. Varnd

Un the hilltop above the Varrd house, we
visited the famousz Tikany Abbev. founded
by the Benedictines in the vear 1055,

“Yes, our charter was the fArst to record
words in the Hungarian language,” explained
Abbol Lajos Hepvi *Mixed with its Latin,
we can find some 59 Hungarign words.”

toward Szekesfehérviar—meaning “white

residential castle” “King Stephen wos
buried here,”" Péter explained, “and thus it
became a ceremoniul center for the kingdom."”
stephen became something more, Converted
to Christianity, he became the first Hungarian
King, and brought his subjects into the faith,
His technigque was humane and practival. Ac-
cording to modern historian Gyorgy Guifiy,
he decreed Sunday ax market day so shoppers
coutled be herded inmto church; even now the
Hungarinn word for Sunday is vasdrnap, or
“markel dav." Canonired, Stephen became
the patron saint of Hungary and his feast
dav., Aupust 20, the greatest national cele-
bration for the Hungarv af olid

I!‘"C PURSUIT OF HISTORY, we drove

National Geographic, April 1971

After World War 11, Stalinist Communism
put St. Stephen into eclipse, and August 20
was citlled Constitution Day. But three vears

apgn, when 1 wvisited Budapest during this

nationnd feast, a friend pointed out 0 news-
paper editorinl to me “Look—it praises
King Stephen as devoted to constitutional
ritle’! Such a comment could not have heen
published 4 few yvears buck.”

Now, as the feast day approached smin,
the People’s Republic of Hungary was offi-
cially planning to celebrate the thousandth
anniversary of Ring Stephen's hirth,

GREAT CROWD had gathered in the

scuare at Szekesfehorvar. We wntched

as dignitaries fled onto a platform:
government oficials, Communist Party func-
tionanes, then two Protestunt bishops, three
Roman Catholic archbizhops, and the Presi-
dent of Hungary, Pil Losonczi In his speech,
the president praised “the statesmanship of
the state-founding Stephen” Together the
prelates and the party functionaries applaud-
ed. No one mentiongd Jozsef Cardinal Mind-
spenty, Primate of Hungary, who since 1956
hns preferred refuge in the United States
Embassy to exile. Likewise, no one secmed
o notice that the ceremony had no precise
precedent in any Marxist land.

“We're hopeful,” remarked Dir, Ulrik Mone-
berger, prior of the Benedictine Pannanhalma
Abbev. "We have enough relipious vocations
for our task, Hungary has nine religious
grammar schools. And the state pavs salaries
to ull our teachers—yes, even to the priests”

The faith seemed frm next day in Buda-
pest’s Basilica of St Stephen There we hled
past o jeweled religuary where lights blazed
on the brown, withered neht hand of 5t
Stephen (page 4671 We stood in a steaming
crowid through the Mass, then pushed our
way oul into the fresh air Thousands of
worshipers unable to get inside were loudly
singing hyvmns: old men with bristly muos-
taches, voung citified dandies gmrls in mini-
skirts, peasant women wearing the embroid-
ered fdkotd, or topknot cap

Sl with the crowd, we moved to the
Dranube bank to watch a parade of floats that

Bent as il never to straighten agsin, o woman near Pecs pulls weeds amid wavy rows
of sugar beets. Many peasants who work on state-owned collectives also keep small plots
of private landd which they sealousiyv cultivate for private gain,
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Yet we have solved that probilem: we roduce
Lhe Dagxie to alumina and ship it by tradn
the USSR The Russians process {1 with
thewr cheap electricity and return finished
aluminum o us. Within s1X or seven venrs
Hungary will produce a millon tons of alumi
na ench year,

ARTHER S0UTH, near Szeged, wi
turnect off toward the new Alevd oil field
L 'l'I'I ||'rr|'r 120 :'[IH'L'.I!I'H"Ii PR LN
tons of ol grects our tenth Party Conores:
"We ol our hrst well five vears ago,” said
the director, Aladier Jurmtowvite “Hy 1975 this
Alivo field will supply oil for half our neationl
goasoling production, andin only a few months
we'll finish a pipeline to the refinery.” Some
day, with more ol supplies of theirown, Hun
enrians might purchose less Russian oil from
the Friendship Pipeline that now stretches
to the Db
Hungary almost lost thas oil Geld st
pring. “Char elevation here 15 the lowest in
Hungary," said Mr. Juratovits, “and, vou can
spe, the Tien River cuts right bheside us. Well
in full Hood the Tiszra rose 32 feet e hiehiesd
water i recorded historv—enough to sul
merge us completely, The army bhrought
santibaps: 20,000 volunteers pitched in. In
one woeek we butlt a new riverbank here with
QULOO0 cubte vards of earth, Then 70 frogmen
lineel that bank with |||.'|'-I'|| <0 the Tisrn
would not underming . The Aoodwaters
remaned Irom May 20 until July 1. We bareh
slepl. But we saved Algyvh'
selwern our indastriad <tope, as we drove
ncross Haot Hungary, Peter kept Josh enter-
tained with a large supply of student joke:
All Hungarmans collect jokes: Lenin jokies,
as we had already noted, policeman jokes,
ol jokes, Chines: ke and jokes about o
certain Ivan Ivanovitch 0o STH 1id WA
| ol
lte, letters, and authority: Josh doubled up
hughing at all of them
Hut he quick
mas=ed pocastle AL the town of Siklds, we roit

uch stories show how Huneariins fes

V ETEW serious each nme wi

ted across a drawbrdee and checked into
thie castle itsell
‘Is renl!” Josh shouted. " Built before 1294
=g the plague ™ Only 13 refurbhed rooms
were ey for renbing, but ours measared S0
feel sgquare by 20 feet higl
We lound more history in the neieghbor ool
when ‘we drove northeast to Mahiacs to see o

1amovs bl Ueesround

Hupl townsiolk ol Zsambok jollow n Sun-
day serman in i Roman Catholic chuarmh
Lithiekn 10 Budape2t's v ast hasilica, o golbd el
cpuary (oight) displavs o hind of 56 Stephen
Hungary's first king: Last year muftitodes
attencled the celebrabion of the thousandth
pnniversary of his Birth. Thus, inthecountery
sl and (bhe capital, Hungornon devoticn

LT W s inlier L B Rislslid” &0y e T iimmiemL

Hungars Lammuanesl  lenckers CNLETT-
alicilly attsehed the chorch m 1948, expe
e L0000 monks wod nuns, natonddizine

nure h =ehodds, nnd ImursOonine _]l_:.' el (T mr-
Il Monelszen Freed dunng the 1951
reEvoll e Townd refoee m o the UL S, Embieise

Nouzh Inter offered spfe-conduet oul ol Ui

ntry, e na P ETIIN PN '|I|_'::' "l | FAEN
Lhie peciple, twao-thirdds Chatholic and an
third Prdestanl. stubbomly  continue to
praciice their fadh. Today they attepd

hidreh unmolested, and & lvandful of rel
Eous sehools earrv on: ironically, the stat

pavs feachers salar
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“Sulten Suleiman the Magmificent waited
on Merse Peak—there—in 1526, said our
euide Laszlo Harsinvi “He had 80,000
Turks. The Hungarians stood here—aonly
I5,000—sweating in their armor, for this
wis late Aupgust™ Mr. Harsanvi described
the Wr-minute battle and how one of the sul-
tan’'s scribes saw that “like a black cloud the
Gryaur [the Christian dogs] were running”
And thus began a Turkish occupation lasting
a century and a half.

We followed Sultan Suleiman to other
castles. At Koszep, 1,000 defenders held off
the Turks and saved Viennn in 1532 At
Szigetvar the sultan, at 76, died quietly dur-
ing his 33-day siege in 1566, His generals
propped up the sultan's body, kept hi= death
a secret, and fought on to victory. Aptly, Sulei-
nian s heart remoins burfed there—near the
battlements bz wamiors stormed. Josh nio-
ticed dormitories inside the thick stone walls
and made inguiry. “It costs only 15 forints to
stayv here—50 cents o night,”™ he reported.
*“Croodd for stodents™ | agreed.

Castle accommodntions with o clean cot
and indoor plumbing fetch similar sums all
over Hungary. Near Sopron, the 126-room
Eazterhazy Palace of Fertéd—Hungary's
Verzailles—rents double rooms with splendid
antique furniture—though without a private
bath—for $1.70 & day. In the hilly north
country near Toka), the 15th-century Siros-
patak Monastery charges 65 cents for a dor
mitory bed—and 23 for a split-level double
room complete with a grand piano.

ET WE HAD little time for grandeur
i We left our Siklas Castle, for example,
by seven o'clock each morning to visit
cooperative farms, Chur first was at Bares. on
the River Drava, smack on the Yugoslay bor-
der. Here we saw the Red Star Cooperative
farm, a 4,050-acre establishment with 410
farmers and 80 industrin] workers,

“We're not the largest or the smallest,”
suid Mihaly Losoncel, the cooperative piresi-
dent. “Just one of the 2,676 cooperative farms
in the country.”

Along with raising corn amd wheat, the

National Geographic, April 1971

Red Star CO-O1 15 moving into pn_ri-;. prroddu-
tion on a large scale We tramped aroumni a
new pen facility that seon will handle 15000
pigs. “With mechanization, we'll have only 17
peaple working here to produce 1,600 tons of
pork & vear," Mr. Lesoncai informed me.
“And as our people become mare productive,
we will need fewer workers elsewhere. So we
are starting a small plastics factory—ves,
right here on the farm—where the discharged
people can work ™

EARBY, the +0iK-acre  Hungarian-
Bulgarian Friendship Cooperative was

also diversifving “Sure" said Zsipg-

mond Kosko, the administrator, “we even
raise Thoroughbred race horses—just sold
some o Austria We hivve 43 brood mares. My
daughter rides each afternoon, And now our
cooperative hos buill o restaurnnt. No, it's
ot strange at all. One cooperative farm out-
side Budapesi owns an suto-repair shop; an-
ather manufactures prefabricated houses in
the winter. People joke—they sav farms will
be in the city and lictores in the country

“Still, our 360 families do well here. A
count owned part of this land: the church
nwned some, too, Peasants owned the rest—
pircels of 3 to 15 acress A regular co-op
member gets o house and land for his per-
sonad garden—aone acre for each working
member of the family. Some lpree familics
have more lnnd now than before. Thev sell
their personal crops; of course. One man just
made 60,000 forints [52 000] from his family
parden. People here are wealthy ™

But a cooperative farmer {aces one sienifi-
cant restriction: High taxes prevent him from
hirtng full-time labor outside the co-op. And
not every co-op farmer likes the collective
Wrransemen|

“AL first—in the 1940 —we feared my
uncle might kill himself.” one man told me
“Now, he is happier—buat vou talk to him."

And so 1 talked with Uncle Jinos Csarba
“matisfied? Mo, 1 have po choice,” he sighed
“Look, | inherited ane and a hall katasster of
land [about two acres] T worked—two jobs
saved. And bought more—six katnszter in all

A whole house fora canvis: Mrs. Lajusne Vareace sits before a bedroam mural painted
with the help of her neighbors at Kalocsa. Such folk art, once commobn in the reiiisn.
today bas low practitioners, Cane-and-feather duster resermbles the long-handled paint
brushes the artists used to decornte hard-to-réach heights.
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It wis taken from me, all byt my housé and
the tenth of an acere where | ralse arapes for
this wineg.”

“Our zon has television,” said Mrs. Csorba
“But T believe o tews except U7 Ember"
That is the Catholic weekly newspaper. Still,
we toasted the future and ate stacks of
topdesa iscaits "We dont starve,” conceded
the odd lady

Hers was an understatement, Hungarians
hold food in-a reverence that 1s almost re-
Hrous 1 once thumbed through a collection

Student turms teacher when he showse g
co-eil how To rpde s motorbike ar Kossuth
Lajos Univerzsity in Debreven, Most voune
people spemd at least a veur ds workers
bedore. thev go on to college

Levity breaks the grind for university
studlents, who traditionally carry  heavs
burdens m o land thiat values education
Mathematics class rightl at  Budapest's
University of Technology meets in 4 lecture
tall equipped with cloded-circuit televistion
In the fromt row it three of some 300 North
Viettiamese who stuely at this prestigious
Hungarman aniversity

of traditional children's stories: instead of
“lhving happily ever after,” the happy end
ings are edible—"one hundred chefs coonked,”
"their wedding feast lasted for two weeks ™
and “such n magnificent wedding that they
can still taste the favor of the food ™

The greatest Hungarian ~sandor
Pelbii, wrote gastronomic odes (“Fine {ood,
fine wine, . both sweet and drv, A Magvar
nobieman am 7)1 and novelist Gyula Kridy
deseribed a  desirable lady “plump as an
vriental dream ™

"My husband and 1 eat almost 40 pounds
of lurd each vear,” ane dear old melon-shaped
pedasant woman (old me. 1 believe her. Tn the
country, vou cin often tell Hungarians' ages
by their girth—like o tree-ring syvstem. Lard.
amons,; paprika, and Hour provide the base
lor most Huhyarian dishes,

“And pork—our people complain if we
give them beef,” Mr Losoncei told me In
peasant homes I wos often served brands
with breakiast and a lunch of bread, bacon
tat, paprika, and wine. My dinners alwavs
welghed heavy with calories. cholesternl, and
my own feelings of guilt

Poet,

SOON LEARNED that true Hungarian

goulash {gulwis) is less o stew than asoup,

and that Hungarian cookery has been
historically flnvored by the Turks, Dialinne,
French, and the food-loving Mugvars them-
selves ("Escoffier's assistant ut the London
aavoy was Fungarian!”)

“Ant what are vour [avorite foods here?”
Hungarians asked me time and again In
summer 1 alwayvs enjoved the cald froit
soups and paprikas csivke paluskdval, paprika
chucken with dumphngs. The best was served
me by Peter’s mother in their home. 1 al=o
recommend ibamdifilé roston burgomydonli—
frech grilled goose liver with potatoes—anil
cigdnyvpecsenye hideg kavités yel—park with
cold vegetables; Lrvpsv-stvie

Appreciatively, 1 visited coal. moldy cellars
from Budafok to the hills of Tokaj, sampling
cisks of what Hungarian Communists still
advertise as “the wine of kings and the king
of winegs™ Vintners bonst that “ours are the
strictest wine laws in the world.”

In Szeged | examined & scarlet harvest of
patprika (page 4571 “Yes, our scientist Dr
Albert Szent-Urvarevi, who now Hives in the
United States, won the Nobel Prize when he
tzalated vitamin C from our paprikiy,”™ one
son of szeged assured me

I then tasted mv wav through the nation’s







wtory: of - strong red  salam) Well,” he answored, “just bring me coffes

o this s our sciale where we weigh al Hesides fine foodd and drink, other ansto
L Lare o SLE ong Yes, sit crabic pleaswres Bourish in the Ceoples Ki

kilos ™ Koughly, 1 caleulnte | i |hlll‘h!- rretialy LeFEl Unbng praserves onoe oW neao
sl e thd the scale mode allowances for biv noble famillies have <imply chinnged man

the crate. But | didn't dare ask LI TTIE L Hunbing wis discouraeed after

“We consume more calories than anvom World Wour I1"” saud voung Béla Berdinr, of

clse an central Edurope.” one Hunmirian Lhe Mnstry of Azhoglture. “But the wild

bossted. “More than 3,000 a dav."” Therenites game muadtiphed dangerously, Now we must

T I!.!'u"l L T Iil:l-_ Ly - SIbcn I..IE"I I ‘-.l LAY ENE |: [ i || e 1LRes =1 II!II-. ALIRR§ 1 1l VLT ||||-!I | Fovim
INSSO— 08¢ Iresn, sieaming collee cdseEndc 00 deer to 20,000, Teom 140,000 roe deet
that people sip all disy long i T LY, Trom 14,000 wild boar to W)™

The Hungarian used todnnk tea” a friend Foreigners, especially West German busi-
tald me. “Then one div o walter skt him nessmen, come i the refurbished huntine

Do vou want Russian teo op | hine<e L Lo gy | Wi Lropnnes and leave behimad

Toddling hand in hand. chililren
fodlow e fipes  froim V-4l

1 ] - 1
il B g nearhy park

Faced| with a perennoal lahor
Mt e stiale opEriles counl
psd  child-care Centers,  Froeing
mothers 108 worke viost welcomi

the apporiunity Whh averase arn-
s esrnines egual (o onlv S80

wth - husband  mod wife wsuall

miust e hresdwimnes il 1 e
an  appebite for consumet
goacle old two and even thr
whs, Easing the income soquees
Hungnl Nlarxist regime  pro-
i T metiical Fe il
ol ary -5 by education, pal
calitns,  and o old=lre el

Hungary in 19568 launched It
bold New Economic Meohanksii
e plan revived the sapeine stals
run ecanomy with such unahash
eedly captnlist e
Ing & plunt’s soroess by the mone
1 makes, and weneratitie workes

mcentive throoeh profit sharing




v ovear 1o hard currencies 1 ean World Exhibitlon of Hunting this Septen
bestify thot they got their monevs worth bpr,” sl D, Zoltion Tildw, the distinguished

Near Noapvidnizsa, at the Hudala preservi aanturalist who i= helping too plan the pro
| went out on @ game-inspection trip with gram. Nocone can talk with greater authonty
hief hwnter Beéla Horvath al local wrldhfe or of the S00 nature sancta
We followed paths neatly trimmed for an ares in the nabon (YCH course, some A
sproll, climbed into well-tended blinds =TTt K ne very old tree” ) His remark-

] saw a4 wenlth o |||'.|'.|-.:-|I'.I'-. loxes, and able photograp of LTl [IITl=
smart little roebucks. Then, by moonlight goonbills, purple herons, white storks—iare

Horvath inhaled & |||:'I_'|| breath andd bhegan famous throushout Eur RS

ta bark minto o cow hori BIE ireibdsEnary ol A I all started in 1944 when fthe Crestapo
arking deer soconvinoing that three bhig dioes putl me nojail, Dy Tildy laughed. ©1 couled
came ol of the forest and followed us holf ol see citsicde. and miv cell had whitew ashed

i mile back ta camb wiills. T dudn™ koow white could be <o hores-
“LOnservation e reiyy L I:'|I_' e il kL |I!r_ r Wiks' Lhirsting 10 o Sl 'l'||.
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Hungaryv: Homeland of a Tough, Romantic People

Magvar chieftan from the time of Arpid.”
Through histery, almost all the country’s
conguerors have come by horseback, and as
we watched Dorothy’s group quickly ride off
—and they were visible for miles on the
oveante  horizon—1 could understand the
hisrseman’s advantage here He could swifthy
traverse this terrain to rule or plunder, ac-
cording to his pleasure. With the horseback
invasions came the greal variely we noticed
in Hungarian {aces,

Yet the marshy puszita was often spardd
the worst of the wars. Not until the 1%th
centitry oid engineers transform this great
flood plain. Then 300,000 people worked
here to bulld dams and dig dramnage canals
for “the world's largest civil-enginesring proj-
ect in that century,” as economic geographer
Dr. Gyula Boraealls it. “And when their work
ended in the 1890°s,” he adds, “many of those
people emigrated to Canado and the T5.A"

In o one-horse buckbearid, we drove around
the wide, fiat pastures, stopping at water
hisles to see herds of gray long-horned cattle,
Here 1 mel some crikos, the native Hun-
marian borsemen.

“You want to see us do our stunts’" one
catkos asked Proudly he ordered his neat
cow pony to lie flar, then, standing atop his
patient mount, he expertly cracked a horse-
whip like a rifle—and in perfect rhythm. |
envied the ¢sikas his nimble way of mount-
ing a horse, for he uses po girth on hiz saddle.
Rut the small, lonely wagon where the csikas
sheltered 1 envied not at all,

USEZTA LIFE has always been isolated.
P:"Lui_hnr Gyula Illvés has written, *1 still

remember the stark, palpitating astonish-
ment that gripped me . .. when at the age of
eight or mine [ fArst entered o village. The
strects, the houses built side by side. . all
filled me with endless amagement and ter-
ror.. .. Up to that time | had never seen two
houses deliberately built in line. .. ."

My colleague Joseph Scherschel, taking
photographs in the Hungarian hinterlands,
recently run into cases of similar isolation
Joe, whose mother was Hungarinn, recalled
a few phrases of grecting “Why does the
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photographer speak so strangelv?” an old
farmer asked Joe's translator.

“He is a foreigner,” the translator replied.

In deep puzzlement, the old man then
asked, “And what is a foretgner?

It came as a shock that in such 34 modern
country thizs question could still be asked.
Hungary, after all, has given America conduc-
tor Eugene Ormandy, entertainer Asa £sa
Gabor, and physicist Edward Teller, and the
forebears of quarterback Joe Namath and
pubilisher Joseph Pulitzer—a disparate hut
abviously gifted crowd

Yot the prior of Pannonhalma Abbey
(pages 464-5) jokingly toasted me with the
famous Latin maxim—“Extra Hungariam
non osl viti, 51 exl vita, now e3¢t ita” (Roughly,
and in rhyme; “Outside Hungary, no life
vou'll hind. And if vou do, it's not our kind.”)

UNGARIANS have withstood out-

H side pressure only with strong cultural

defenses. A hard language helps “Ohur

code,” langhs Rudi Vig, but he adds affec-

tonately, “If only our poets could be properly

transiated, they would be as famous as gom-
posers like Rodaly and Bartok."

Foreigners, however, will not seon master
such single glued-together tongue twisters
as Legeslegmegenpesslielheletlenebbeknek. (I
means “to the most irreconcilable ones.™) One
enomneer told me, “Don’t bother with the
name of our bauxite mine—no foreign jour-
nal hue ever spelled it correctly.” On behalt
of the Society's tvpesetters, I accept his chal-
lenge, though mervously: The mine Is named
Iszkaszentgvorev—Iszka Suaint George.

Behind the cultural bulwarks, Hungarians
are a lively, demonstrative folk. Emotons—
whether of love or anger—fAmd easy outlet
“We are quick-tempered—a  straw-flame
peaple,” savs Miklés Ribal, leader of the
famous Folk-Dunce Ensemble. “We are
small, but like pepper.™

With all the change: m their land, the
Hungarian character prevaile And maost of
ull, the national personnlity assorts isell in
small villnges. With Rudi Vig we wisited
Bogacs, the villnge near Eger where Rudi
himsell grew up, We passed a cluster of old

Fresh from Hungary's inland sea, Lake Balaton fish pass from boat to dockside sorting bina
Spotted fopa, esteemerd above all others, partinlly G the basket in foreground. The fresh-water
lake’s 230 square miles lure throngs of summer vacationists; resort Tacilities line its beaches

LA ETIEE BF ATy, iesaefeil e L DOARFaET LRI S Tk 'I:,' & & i












lehatine ' bt "l el K rifrovduced me Lo
Fiii TR A i1 L LT il DR TRA i i ey T T
Ly [ISIES o e on g itskirts of town, Y1 remember thi
rrow walled cl LWy p=eful for th FIaELS |
Ml Yel there are changd - FICELY I 1YY £
Al EEpress 1§ Or thi Liinestet Hico =L
histik the winclonw Miets Wi i |.' L7 TR el Ill'l'
Ve WIYE more IsifInE LR Z1r
I 1 PUEEEE C L 1 Al L |3 ' sambiok. oDy
| L] Vi sLogap for witoh kbl oiTinte frarve st
i | =1 i1 i =1 I!' | ||! L& 1kl Al 1
i1 ety i My i il e [ErLL LI i
AR = L i | L I ALH [ i II' olclered
weE-Erimn handkerchiels | I 1] et i Lol 1
HE BRIDE. Margit Povazsonyi, cume from Ton
. 'I._-_" thiree mitles awa 1 catyati s ..! TT1iE ri'i
i i | P FILZITHI i i I on ol d
Zaambok widow who embirod o = [or o living
Wie mel o LI 1 o se, Gancen i i i
1t} el Iravine | Ll i 2 B ¥ 1t @ lnadd
| lavored feast. “How can you st it
i '-.l'll | (1] 1 I
I | 1 PG ETH AL i i 1 N L S Hii I -
| VT KA rn Buid il il thu Marg Ll 48 <L
& i Licid B4 it AT 1T IO RS | el _r_. ALEERL
I 1 i] I Viriime sgirts witl L5l I
11K L = |11 Harie [on] | il
. l i I Ei il | L E%i LIt b Ll thie Hiavst
i el il i i = RLE 1Ts ] Lreet
TN oK 1 EhiH 1 101t weddm ] S0 k= i

\ | : el Wi Viargit took leave of her puirer
ke the nreciied more verse (Y Ny mothi 1|
I LIy i M e | ] besi L N LI Fraer
L ance |IIIIIIIJ e s, ih the groda LTirl me ek R iy Ll I""'.II
. th 1 (' - b = ileiei] aoick we returned to Zsambok and the
I ! IRErcin i ! L 1 & ] L8R L 0 L s1x-piece band il Hers Nl DeEeT al
e werlding al LT facsl l L oL =i t. Th racle bt o L Lt
' ' oy B en L Or mi i to dance 3 C5i
. . i t] vith b | il 1 Tl | wortlo] shout, and S
irins o Fiil [rars ' ! i R [ 13 ' TR 4TS |
! il L mest not beo LTt i =i
: I -| II . | minre! . ' | UM ther But this . cinil
& not: th ag Tk been full—and <o were 4
:, i I- Tall= Il e I LLLH J I ' FEaae I's o leaged

—_
i
=

IRl WikE 2 Ml Proaeiiril dictatorship cian N D consifeTred
bt ' vy ol e it erendc Tmes] il T
ca imist?” asks the h a Budipest: political eaharet
Wkl LW I51 Mo The bkl F i 'l.|| 1Tl =

I truditionsl  caps i 15 bel ITH I

viml . i W hen o 1 Cin 1T ueh | jirs, | Pl T

| Wi Ehye i}l ¢, vnd I ERi | e L D broany T b
' lenrtwashed, perhap i






- The
Eixquisite

Orchids

By LUIS MARDEN
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resemble swans or doves; others look like
{roms or lizards, or minilure men; so0me even
display perfectly-formed Arabic numerals.

In size the orchids overdo thing= a bit, too:
The smallest plant could fit in a thimhble, and
the largest—a vine—reaches a hundred feet.
In between burgeon Howers in strange shapes
and nearlv every color: red, orange, vellow,
green, purple, brown, white, and, rarely, blue.
Despite legend there is no hlack orchid,
though some come guite close.

“Impossible Parasites” Challenged Growers

The ancient Greeks were the first Lo lake
botanical notice of these curious plants, Writ-
ing of European ground orchids, the father of
botany, Theophrastus, gave the name Orchis
o the plants, from the resemblance of the
paired underground tuber: to masculine
anatomy. This sugirested to the Greeks and
later to the medieval herbalists that orchid
roats might “provoke Venus," and eating them
might influence the sex of unborn children.

If today we have lost belief in the orchid’s
physical powers to incite Venus, florists insist
that the manificent flowers have the same
effect psychologically. A booklet published by
a growers association clpums:

“When yvou send vour Valentine . . . orchids,
WODNDERFUL THINGS HAPPEN!"

We even eat orchids. The flavoring in va-
nilla ice cream-—unt least in the best kinds—
comes [rom the cured seed pod of an orchid
(pages SO-5011}

Although it 15 true that orchid: are found
almost evervwhere, the most spectacular va-
rieties come from the tropics. For a number of
vears | traveled regularly through fropical
America. In the rain forests anid highlands of
Central America, Colombia, Venezuela, and
Brazil, | often saw these beautiful flowers in
their native habitats

Temperate-zone orchids are all terrestrial,
but most tropical orchids are epiphytes—air
plants that cling to trees or rock. They take
nourishment from the minute particles of
organic mafier in rain water, or the detritus
that collects round their roote Orchids use

National Geographic, April 1971

trees only as supports; they are not parasites,
contrary o popular belief.

In 1731 an English bolanist received a
dried herbarium specimen from New [Provi-
dence in the Babamas: " But the tuber appear-
ing to have life in it,” he potted and carefully
nurtired the plant, It revived and nest year
brought forth handsame pink-and-rose flow-

ers. It was Bletia prrpurea,
The name and dite are worth noting; this

was the first tropical orchid to flower in Eng-
land, foreshadowing a mania lor orchids that
newrly rivaled the madness for tulips that
swept the Netherlands in the 17th century,

Earlv greenhouse men misguidedly  kept
their “stoves.” as they aptly termed their hot-
houses, tightly sealed, sodden, and as hot as
Aame-fed fues could make them. Mast of the
“impossible parasites” died as fast as they
arrividd, *1 had caught my orchid,” one of the
carly amateurs remarked, "but how to treat
it | knew not”

It was 1835 belore an Enghish gardener
first grew epiphytic orchids in anything like
their natural treetop conditions. This pioneet
simply lowered the glasshouse temperature
and admitted air. His pesults were, for the
times, phenomenal.

Key Role Plaved by a Mysterions Fungus

About the middle of the 19th century com-
petition grew o hot that men like Low, San-
der, and Veitch-—names now ¢lassic—estah-
lished nurseries and dispatched orchid hunters
to the tropics. These men sent back plants by
the tens of thousands. Why o many? Simply
because no one had vel discovered o sure
method of raising orchids from seed.

In nuture, most orchids require insects to
pollenate them. Insects are carefully denied
abcess to greenhouses, bhut when a seed pod
wits occasionally produced, through an errant
bee, the dustlike sped almost invariably failed
tor produce offspring. What the growers did
not know was that orchid seed, unlike most
seeds, contains almost no nutrient, and de-
pends on a strange relnttonship for survival,

In 1904, nearly two bundred vears after the

Pussion for beauty keeps orchid fancier Robinven Abbort busy far into the evening. One of
an estimated 100,000 amateur orclid growers in the United States, Mr. Abboti keeps

iy collection—aoguired over the paxt 20 vears and valued at 35,000—in o $2.0(0 ereenhonse
i Stlver Spring. Marviand: others make do with o few pots on a auney window xill, The efforis
of conservation-minded collectors help preserve species that are becoming rarve in the wild,
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first tropical orchids appeared In Burope,
French botnnist, Noel Hernard, penetratoed Lhi
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when Michel Vacherot and Maorice L
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growers, began large-scale experiments with
other orchids, based on Dr. Maorel's work,
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| think that Brarwin, with trie scientific ¢aution,
understated the case, Urchids ensure fertilization
e contrivances that are often so bizarre as to b
nardly bebweyvable

Most flowers relesse pollen in minute particle:
ke viellow dust, but even here orchids are dif
terent, concentraling their pollen an sticky ‘knob-
ke masses called pollinia One genus of terrestrind
orchids attracts the pollenating msect by imitating
i lemade O the same species (pames 493-4), The
male attempts to mate with the flower, and 2o cur-
riies nfl the |_lu|:illi.l L '|'-'_ next ||':- LT

Another orchid mimics the msect prev of the

Campsgmers wissp, The wasp chves on the orchid

and <tings 11, departing with the pollinia neat
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glued to ils I"--'I._'- bos D¢ sl off on b next
”II'IJ. A e ore hiels Bt |I'.|I._' ||-|'-|!.'i'.|_ nl e
msect, others provide exit tunnels through which

the insect must craowl past the pollen masses
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fer flretr codod), Voanlla planiioha traveled

nre iidescent green, gold, and old rose. We calea- rov Burope gmd thence o Modioavear

Inte that about 2,000 species of orchids are pollen Today the ixland sapnlics half the workd
nted by these bee: paeeds. The vamillo fower (above) losdy
"Lake most soientists, | am so engrossed in may ciry iy and st Be pesllenated By Tt
wiork [hat even my honevmoon was i held LIy fHACE Fi .'I|'|f.1'|;;-..--.| dr (Haect pevforma
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plant of Mankropea ficornis and took 1t back to
the wolel 1o keep overnight until the buds opened
Then we would hang it where the bees could fnd 12

“We Kept the plant 10 the room beside ours,
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Lhorissimo around, but my wife was very pul oul
when 1 used up all her perfume to attract ‘some
stupid bees,™
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Lharles Pharwin speculated on the
st that could reach the
the flowes

wetar fills anly

Ereme @nd  (helow) than u hundred
VEATS A4S
nature ol the
pectar and pollenate
In Madagazear there must he moths
with proboscides capable of extenzion to o
length of petween ten and eleven ckhes! This
belief of mine has beep ridiculed by some
entomoloeis]s
vears ligler a moth exactly fulfilling

prediction was found in Madaeas-

Lig A
Lharwin's
car and named Xanthopan meorgani pracdicta
a0 oone vel has observed the approprintely
pracdicta  fertilizing  the
Christmuas Star orchul, which 1s not stranee.
as il | Hut the
nrchid 1= there, the moth s there, and doubt

namet vt il
resursadly dloes s in the dark

hind each other in th
might of the Grea Bed Vsl
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safne orchids are as prodhigal of seedsas cord

dre of eggs Darvin endowlated that of evers

wed producedd by 4 small Edropean orchid

germinpled, the offsprine would cover the
eire land mass of the éarth ih three

spneralions. He was dealing

there may e roughly a thousand prlants of
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Yel of these thouw

sanids of fowers rarely do we find more than

ired small fowers on 1
fIve secil 1'l||l|- produced. s tells us tha
pollenation i= B rare ocourrence, yel since one
-] podd contains thousands of <peds, this
15 enouzh o keep the population going”

Un vamlln plantations in Tahiti 1 vsed o
wilich girls poing - Irom Hower 1o ['1|.'.1.1_-|-, iH1-
ing the dittle tongue on the flower column
with a pointed stick, and pressing anther and
stigman topether They called il “marrvine the
orchicl,” and an assiduous matchmaker ogglel
pollennte: 2,500 Aawers in one dnv. Notury
would probably have fecondated no more
than lalf a dozen

Rudvard Kipling might have been speak-
InE ol orchids when he weate: Sill the world
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werigest dveams of Kew are (e

faits af Khalwandn
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kew. the Roval

Botanie Gardens
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nenr London

- with an orchid that
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il ondy 6, 200 e

weds in epch of <some 30

capsules [ know of a Venezuelan orchid that
produces only one or two capsiles, but each
vonbamns four mulhion seod

Lirwin wrote: “What checks the unlimated
multiphication of the Orchidae throughout
the world we do not know’

Ur Calaway Dodson gave mé at least pur
of the Extremely few

pollenatied,

ATEW T actuillv gel

D Dodson: sxid.
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EVery orchidacenus region o
earth, but especially from Kat
manduy and olther valleys of the Himalavas,
or kew specinlizes in Asian and Afriean
orchicds, |l Harvard University'
hoerbarium  the emphasis on orchids of the
New World
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specimens of many thousands of orchids

Mr. Peter F. Hunt, who is in charge of the
Clrehid Herbarmum mt Kew, told me

“At the st count—as of the first of Novem:-
bier 1970—we accepted abput 18,000 species
a: oecurring n the world The stud books
record about 35,000 hvlirids; by these counts,
we might sayv that there are twice a5 many
man-mude orchids as natural species. But no
two orchidologists agree on how many natural
species there are in the world

“The question i What i= »# species? As
someane aptly said, nature made anly popu-
lattons; it 15 man who groups plants snd
ammals o grbificind categories of his own
invention: species, generi, and families. But
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Bl selilom occurs
in orchids, an exceptin
ix Austrafia’s sun orehidd
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what are the absohute distinguishing marks
of a species? When does one feature of a
flower make it a variely or a different species?
“Today the orchid workd is divided into
what we call the lumpers’ and the ‘splitters
those who wiant to reduce the mass of de-
scribed orchids to fewer species, and those
who try to subdivide them still further ™
some time later | asked e Leslie Garay,
curator of the Orchid Herbarniam of Oakes
Ames at Harvard ipage 491), about this:
“We, ton, recognize more than 18,000 spe-
clee officially, bt T think that's too conserva-
tive,” he said. "At home 1 have a perzonal
card file listing more than G0,000 orehidds that
=omione has described sometime, somewhere.



ppaw 5 #
J"_‘

¢




Anrl if you search the literature, vou will tind
sume 140,000 names actually recorded. Ob-
viously, many of these are svnonyma.

“You see, the splitters would regard a blond
man and u black man as two different species.
The lumpers, on the other hand (and today
thf.”-f art in ascendancy), recognize that plants
are like men in that there are wide differences
among them. The trend now is to regard o
plant population, not a single specimen, ns
the basic biologceal eptity. That = why 1
estimate that there must be some 20 0 35
thousand species of orchids so far koown,”

If Man s Comfortable, So Are Orehids

It ook 100 vears for orchids to gprend from
the hothouses of the rich into the homes of
the common man. One man who helped to
bring this about is Mr. Thomas Fennell, a
Florida horticulturist. T talked with his= son,
Thomns Fennell, Jr., in hig Orchid Jungle, a
thickly wooded Floridu hammock 25 miles
south of Miami. Here orchids grow in their
natural state, and at any moment two to three
thowsand blossoms miy be open

"My father renconed that o modern house
has a temperature range well within the tol-
erance of many orchids. He hung mushin car-
tains over the windows to filter the summer
sun o that it would not burn the leaves, Some
heated but unhumidified houses are too dry
for orchids in winter, so my father devised
what we now call our *cake-pun’ method o
raise the humidity.

“Here izall vou do: Take a baking dish and
Al it with coarse aguarium gravel. Pour water
into the dish to just below the surface of the
gravel Then stand vour potted orchid on the
gravel and put it in the window. That, and o
little sunshine each day, plus some periodic
feeding, is really all you have to do to grow
showy archids.”

Aoword of caution: Muany northern ama-
teurs find their houses so dry that the cake
pan alone is not enough. Thev raise the hu-
miclity by spraving or using a humidifier.

Atmiteur growers in the United States to-
doy cultivate their orchids evervwhere—aon
window sills, in miniature glasshouses called
Wardinn cased, and in elaborate climate-
controlled greenhouses (page 4871 Many am-
ateurs belong to the American Orchid Society,
whose members have increased from a few
hundred before World War I to more thun
1000 in 1970,

Today cut-Rawer growing is a multimillion-
dollar business. Growers provide florists with
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Cymbidinm (the wuxy sprav orchid that
onginally  came from China and Indin),
Paphiopedilym (the lady's-slipper orchid,
page 4961, Phalaenopsis (the moth orchid
most used in bridal bouguets), and especi-
ally the big Cattlevie. Two hundred million
Cattleva, showiest of all orchids, are annually
sold on the American market (pages 501-3)
And jet aircraft make it possible for Southeast
Azian countries like Thailand to ship thou-
sands of hvbrid Vasda to Evrope every day,

(H all the tropical American cobntries,
Colombia hos the largest number of orchiid
species, and some of the handsomest. This is
because the Andean mountain ranges divide
the country into three distinct gones: From the
Isthmus of Panima a tongue of Cenlral
American flore thrusts deep into Colombin:
against the eastern corvdillera lap the Inst
waves of the Amusonian florn, and in the cen-
tral valleys and on the mountain slopes grow
orchids typical of the high Andean flora®

Pre. John Lindley laid trie immortality on
Mr. Wilham Cattley of England, an orchid
collector of the 1520's, when he-pave his pame
to the most beautiful genus of the most beau-
tiful flower in the world On a recent trip to
Colombia 1 flew with a well-known archid-
ologist, Dr. Mariano Ospina Hern@ndez, 1o
ervag high in the eastern cordillern, in search
of Cattieyva trianael (pagye 484),

Before commercial cuwt-fower _growers
turned almost entirely 1o hvbrids, the forests
ol Colombia were ransacked for Cattleva tri-
amact, which usually bloom @t Christmas,
an