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The Brinsh Way

Great Britain's Major Gifts w Freedom, Democratic Government,
Science, and Society

By S EveEry

w WreENCH

Fonnder af the English-Speaking Union

the story of Great Britain’s comtribu-

tions to Western civilization, not only
in evolving parliamentary institutions but in
other fields of human endeavor: literoture,
law, chemisiry, physics, medicine, exploration,
theater, agriculture, and sport. It is a tre-
mencous theme,

A series of 48 historicn] paintings illustrates
episodes and some of the chief actors in
British hiztory. The events and pictures by
noy menns represent all that Britain has con-
tributed: thev have been selected by vour
Editor, Die. Grosvenor, with the object of
showing aspects of our civilbtion and culture
which have become purt of the American
anil Canadian heritage (pages 446 to 341).

I write in no spirit of jingoism but with
the hope that the readers of the NATIONAL
GrocrArRIC Macazisg, in the American ami
British Commonwealths, may derive inspira-
tion from this review of some of the events
which have helped to fashion our joint civili-
zation,

Tﬂrs ARTICLE is an attempt to tell

Americans Draw on British Contribuations

The American lemslator, magisteate, and
lowyer comstantly draw on their British back-
g,

When the American citizen tokes his place
in a ratlwav train, he might give a passing
thought to George Stephenson, the constractor
of the first railfroad,

When be s vaccinated by his physician,
he can remember with ;ﬂrﬂljlude the nome of
Edward Jenner, who overcame =mallpox.

When he goes to hospital for surgical treat-
ment, e can bless the mame of Lister, the
father of antiseptic methods,

When he sticks a postage stamp on his
letter, he can recall the name of Rowland Hill,
whose introduction of the postage stamp in
1840 changed the dally Tife of man,

When he enters a skyvscraper, he can reflect
that its erection was muude possible, in part,
by the discoveries of Henry Hl.'"-"-l."'l'm’r

When he turnis on the electric switch In his
home, he should remember the pioneer work
of Humphry Davy and Michael Faraday.

When he listens to the radio, he can rocall
the early experiments of Joseph 1. Thomson,

i he plave o round of Eulf it -r-L-t ni tennis,
or a game f football or of soccer, be is linked
up with plonesr British sportsmen,

When he sinks into his armchair at the
end of a strepuous day's work and takes up
a novel, he can bless the name of Samuoel
Richard=zon, whose Pamela was the ficst real
novel : or if his book is a detective story, that
of Conan Doyle, creator of Sherlock Holmes,

Even when he reads ghout the atom bomb,
he should remember that Lord Rutherford
firgt showed that radiowctivity = an atomic
phenomenon,

Tiﬂﬂ Little 1sland

This is the story of an island less than the
sizge of the State of Orezon, situated on the
erdge of Furope and vet in no senze merely
European in ils outloak. For some 350 vears
the i=landers have looked across the ocean.
(e of the greatest moments in Britnin'e story
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Lent to the United Stnies ly-an Aot of Parllament, this &, 6 1225 copy of the histonc docoment was
wept in Washinguon, 1D, C, for two vears, 1 was rettirned to the British Museum's deputy keeper of manu-
cripds v Dir. Luther Evanz (lefd Librarinn ol Congress, al siple ceremogies in the rare ook room,
Llocerm) 24, bR, AL i oenler of the mictume i3 Chied  Justice of the United States Fred M. Vinson and at
the ngght Sir Obiver Shewell Franks Ambaszssador from Greeat Britain (see prage 454
wits when her people realized their oceanic =ble for 3 too strong streak of conservatism
destiny.  Great Britain has become a depping- and a tendency at times (o be tardy in adopt-

stone between the Old ond the Now Worlds me the mproved methods of our neighbors,
A realization of what our insular position On the other hand, this strip of water had

means L us came home to me durine Worls cemlributed in no small ||-.--.'_.'|1: Ly the develop-

War 1, when, yuig over the English Channel,  ment of a rugged individuality which had been

| lonked cown on a8 narmow strip of silver sea  the mainsprine of Britain's zenius throueh

sparkling in the summer sunshine How many centuries.

rrow the Stroit of Dover was 1 had never Cur benitage has been drawn from many

realized so forcibly before, In the early davs quoarters. Our religions faith springs from
i flight, however, it provided an impassable the hifls of Galiles: our architecture and phi
arrier between Britain and Europe, We had  losophy have been fundazmentally influenced
mach to be thankful for: that narrow “ditch b Lreece: our law= have been ;'-.'I.-l"i N Dart
Wils our salvation aince the Normian Con- on the jurisprudenice of the Koman Empice;

juest we had fought our [oes on foreign sail the Urusades gave us new vistas of the world
Un Lthe delnt side, pechaps, was the lact  in which we live: the Renaissance reached us

that msolation from i-.l.jl"':ll.'. had b FES] - from the cities of J_I_-l,:.'_ ]_'E“.J_:ll','_ (he migra-
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tion of between 50,000 and 100,000 Dutch
refugees, who soughl asylum in East Anglia
anqd ﬂauthe.u._'sliern England from Spanizsh perse-
cution in the Low Countries, played a greal
part in shaping our way of life in the reign

of Elizabeth.

Evalution of Parliament

Inconmparalily the greatest gift of the Eng-
lish people 1o the civilized world has been
that of parlismentary mstitutions.®

The origine of the jury are somewhat ob-
scure, but cerfainly England has played a
great part in its evolution, although it was
introduced by the Normans, Under Normimn
biw the jurors were investigators tather than
judges of evidence. When William the Con-
quetor ordered the Domesday Book to be
compiled (page 452), his commissioners
checked the evidence of the witnesses they
called with the aid of a “jury™ of twelve
relinbhe men in each district.

In the picture of the Roman Wall, with
which the series opens (page 446), we can

ponder on the extent to which oor way of
llfc has been influenced by Tmperial Rome,

Every stwdent of history shlmlll visit the
Roman Wall, especially at Borcovicas, about
halfway between  Newcastle and - Carlisle,
where the marks of Roman chariot wheels
can be seen on the pavements, It is o moving
experience to Took down friun these battle-
ments, as they curl up and down the hillside,
and realize what a mighty barrier they pre-
snted to the wild men of the north.

The painting of Alfred represents one of
the greatest of our rulers, who ]Jfl}:-ed to forge
the unity of our natlon, repelled the Danish
mvader, realized the importance of sea power,
stHmulated interest in Latin culture, and made
hiz capital o seat of learning (page 448).

Richard Coeur de Lion represents the Cru-
saddes, which quickened our interest in East-
ern thought sod giave new conceptions ol
chivalry to the barons amd knights of the
feundal age {page 4355),

The story of Lady Godiva, who in the words
of Tennvaon “built herself an everlasting
name,” takes us bto the region of history
anel legend.  She was a benefactress of the
church st the time of the Norman Conguest
and symbaolizes the ideal of seli-sacrifice (page

450).
Arthurian Legend

In the shadowy realm where myth and
history intermingle. the story of King Arthor
and hiz Round Table has capiured the imagi-
nation of poets and painters down the apes.
English literature would certamly be immess-

413

urphly  the poorer without the Arthurian

lezend.

Az we wander through the Duchy of
Cornwall, the neighboring counties, and the
Welsh mountains, our ImII::T.u.'I.a are much en-
riched by visits to the Arthurian shrines.
In a materialistic world we rejoice that poets
and seers—above all, Tennyson in the 19th
century—have given us the vision of Galahad,
the spiritual knight, and of his search for the
Haly Grmil, vi,:ihh,* anly 1o the pure in heart.

One of our earligst publications wis a col-
lection of ballads entitled A Lvtell Geste of
Robvm Hode. Robin Hood was a popular
figure in the secomnd hali of the 12th century.
He wn= a high-horn yvouth who, =a the story
goes, was outlawed for killing one of the King's
dear.  The territory over which he roamed
extended from Sherwood Forest in Notting-
hamshire to the dales of Cumberland.

Amund him he gathered a goodly eompany
of archers whose example inspired the English-
men of the day with o determination to become
proficient in archery nz a means of national
defense. He has long been o national hero,
and his bravery and chivalry endeared him
to his countrymen. In a sense, we may regard
him as on esrly example of the British sports-
men who stimulated in us the desire to excel
in games (page 444),

Elizabethan Mariners

Various reasons have been given for the
wmazing transformation which ook place in
the national charscter between the reigns of
Elizabeth and Willinm and Mary, There was
o grim and caarse side to Hie under the Tudors,
Incredible Elizabeth was tvpical of heér nge,
as changeable as quicksilver but very saga-
cious. She could swear like & trooper with her
subjects: but she gnve her cnunlr}' internal
peace for 40 years; in which it made ready
or the era of expansion oversens (page 466 ).

The Renaiszance, the Reformation, the op-
portunity to stuidy the Bible in English, the
resounding victory over the Spaniards, afl
helped to uwl: a new direction to the nation’s
thoughts, The i=landers gratefully accepted
their triumph over the Armada as an indica-
tion of diving intervention on their behalf,

Having turped their backs on Europe, the
Elizabethans penetrated unknown seas from
the Arctic to Cape Horn, Obsessed with
the desire of finding a shorter route to the
riches of the Orient, th-l.' ]wrfnrrm::_l prodigics
of valor and endurance in senrching for the
Northwest Passuge,

* See “Yanks at Westminster,” by Capt. Leonard
Dravid Gammanz=, M., Narmoxan GEograrme Maia-
N, Auwrgst, 1936
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495, are included scenes from the lives of Opus Mejus treated “of the westward passage
| nn Uabot: Francis Drake, the first leader round the sshere 1o Asia’

of an expidition |

AMagellan

circumnavigate the world

died before he completed his

yovape | il of James Cook. who two cen
turies lmter, charied the waters of the St
Lawrente and whin the vast Continent of
Australin, at the Antipodes, az a heritage foi

the English-speaking peoples.®

[t i true that Enpland laesed behind the
Portaruese, the Genoese.  anid L.
peoples in seeking to penetrate the secrels of

the un e o :|:- of Hristol, how

;
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ever, can certainly claim to have looked west
wirdl from an early date; 2 dozen yvears before

Lthe voyage of Columbus, John Jay's expedi-
discover “the
John Cabot came 1o Bristol
BeCalse 1 ld serve | | s1arting

- r " _I ¢ ;
point for his western venture,

¥ |
he Avon to

!i.l:: el Ol '-I|.'|I LI
wmland of Brozl

by LR
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Bacon, “the prince medieval
was born in the year before Magna

iy he regarda the direct
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Two hundred 4 lnter Cardinal Pierre
I'Ell"l.ll.'l':.' |III=.'I:I'|| exiRCls I':'-l"l E'—_-_:|||; q N |"|_ i|'J
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observes, Bacon's volume, more than anv other
singtle work., was -
the trans-Atlanti
resuclinge amd
it with

;
Strochion 1

VIV LTS [

INEred
M
revending his copy, and enriching
bbled marginalin, was deriving i
om A greal Enplish imtellect.”

i England was slow to [ollow up Cabot’
isCOVeTy North America, sl U
for lost time a hundred vears later and gave
to the world o group of navigators who have
never been surpassed in daring and seaman-
The map of the northern
Western Hemisphere reminds us of the names
ol of them, such az Martin Frobisher
Jobhm Davis, William Baflin, apd Henrv: Hud-
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Bary, 1917
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Hamaaon, p | Claretddon Press, 194
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Lipyd's Pmd for Loss ol the Stratosphere Balloon Explorer [, July 28, 1034
The grent Landon association of underwriters put up the policy for bids by s members: and &35 indi-

vithial British suhscribers took shares @6 the sk, Through Llovd's, ench uniderserites pafd the Natlonod
Ctopraphic Sociely an averape of 332 when the pass hag Inflated with bydrogen, ripped and exploded;
the thyers smved thrmselves by parachute jumps.  On o subsequent flight by Explorer T, November 11, 1935
nonimfemmable helium was used and oo nsmanee wio necessary.  Albest 'W. Stevens and Orvdl A Anderson
made Lhe record nsvension to 72055 (eel (pape 5231, The tehts were spowsored by the Natlongl Geogragpdsic
Sockity and L5 Army Adr Corps:  The carlisst known fife indurmnce policy was j=syed in England in 1384
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omn. Hudson, -sathng under the Dutweh flag,
helpwedl 1o establish New Netherland
The ndventurors of London and Plymouth
were inspired by the writings of Richard
Hakluyt, a and recorder of the
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founder of Virgmia I believe it is this
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(he Inther ol Enplish o
l William Bradiord, Lo Sadtimore andl
Calveris, Y William
Reverend John Robinso
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all of Sir Edwin Sandys
refimous tolerance far m pdvance ol his ag
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the affairs of the Virginin Company, and, de-
spite the subsequent opposition of the King
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Indizns Hurried to Trade at Fort Charles, First Hudson's Bay Company Post, i 1668

Lheer the ebevaior

in the lobby of the Hudsen's Bay Company store In Winniger hunes (his migtal of (s

bepinnines of bukfpess In Canads

24 the most populnr author of the doy (pages
496, 320, 515],

To provide adequate representation of all
the giants of English literature would require
mare space Lhan 35 available. It s a stu-
pendous  theme, nnd only o few can be
tamed: John Bunvan, the tinker, who wrote
Filgrim's Progress In the reien of Charles 11-
Jiohin Evelyvn and Samuel Pepys. whose diaries
tike us behind the scenes in the 17th CENIUry ;
Jumes: Hoswell, the prince of hisgraphers;
the immortal De. Johpson, whose wit and
words dominated the literary circles of the
1!.I_'l.'- r]rlil'l.ll Locke, the :_|]||'|,|_|:'-.|=|L5E11-:|-. whise
treatises of government had probably more
miluenice on American l|‘_||||rj_:'|||| in the Revi-
utionary nge than those of iny other writer,
with the possible exception of Tom Paine:
Adam Smith, author of The Wealth of Na-
faomyy Thomas Carlyle, John Ruosking, and
Herbert Spencer,

The list of eminent historians is a long ane,
From the days of the Venerable Bede ( Britich
monk who wrote the earliest history of Eng-
landd, A, 731) down o Edward Gibbon, it
includes such writers as T, B, Macaulay, W, E.
H. Lecky, and in our own times James Bryvee
author of The Amicrican o g ermzee al ey -
H, A, L, Fisher, and G, M, Trevelyan

There wns an amazing output of poetry
and prose in the early davs of the industrial
age, which output continued throughout the
Victorian era (pogge 506 |

OF the English Poets in Bordlott's Quoti-
tions, 1948 edition, Shakespeare, of course.
ledds nll the list with 1,118 inches: devoted
to him, Many of Shakespeares guotstions

are uttered unconsciously in our evervday
speech, The English-speaking person can
scarcely read o novel or even a newspaper
without encountering unintentional quatatinns,
especially many phrases which we think are
current slang.

[t mever occurred to an American high-
school byt see Homdet until it came
turth m the movies.  Asked what he thought
of ity he sairl, “Good stull. T certninly didn't
langh myself to death, and the thing s full
of guotations.” Unconsciously, he was quot-
mg Shakespeare in his verdict.  (“Laugh
myself to death” Is verbating from The Tom-
resEl )

SOme Years g a Teporler was sitting In
Iront of two teachers at a movie versiom of
Fhe Tameng of the Shirew. Douslas Fairhanks
had the line, “It s o lustv wench” (One
tencher said to the other, “Isn't ft 4 shame
how the movies vulgurize even Shokespeare! ™

Vier Shakespeare in the Bartlett quota-
tion poll comes the poet that few tead and
evervhody quotes—Milton, with 224 inches.

Then the score jumps to a modern—Rud-

vard Kipling, with 173 inches,

The following are pext in linage in the

Bartlent listine:
Tenny'son 15455 lhehes
Hyron a 52145 '
I;.!|I.II||1|:|I.'I.'|_|r”_l i !Ii:lll_ e
Hrowning . . 145 .
Cideridie Gijy o
BUrns 7L "

Invention of the Novel

How many American visitors to London.
I wonder, have ever penetrited inlo Salishary
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Worter pooids Buid beenn beoveght over feom England on the

Fiwbom s ftar s
The Merchants Hud Just Landed from the Nonxuch, and the Stockade Was Mot Completed
Dhisks anlong the

Satan keteh atanding allzhore.

bttt ol this pleture are elevalor up and down sghals

Satgre off Fleel Strest—or. for o matler of
iact, how many Londoners—to pay their tril-
ute to the “Ffat little printer” who worked
there, ond whose imvention of the novel was
to intellectual life as epoch-making as the in-
venbion of rpilways to sacial hifer

Samuel Richnrdeon was a serious Hittle boy,
whose father, a London joiner, could not
afford to give him a good education. Evi-
dently, voung Richardson planned lns own
line of study. He was devoted to female
society nnd appears by degrees to have gath-
eredd an insight into the wavs of the female
hesirt.,

In his hftieth year he turped this knowl-
edge to good pocount, From his printing
press in Salisbury Square he produced in 1740
amiela o or, Female Vietwe Reiorded: and
the novel, as we know it, came into existence,
Submeguently, Cleriog Horlinee and History
of Str Charles Grandison appeared.  Soon all
Europe was raving over Richardson s novels,
He presented to his public in his hrst work
a study of the human heart, “set in a (rame
of contempurary middie-clnss manners.”

Soon there were emulators, Henry Fielding
flecided to ]j;_-lr'-l-iln_':.' Pomeld with ir_- title ol
female virtoe rewarded, and, much to Rich-
wrckson's annovance, Joseph Andrews appéared,
an example of mascaline virtue. Tom Jfonmes,
Fielding's best-known book, was o better
nowvel, It i3 still studied as a model in college
classes. Within a quarter of a century of
the blssomiimg of the English novel, such
writers as Tobtas Smolletr, Laurence Sterne,
and Chiver Goldsmith were making thiir spe-
cinl contributiona to English fction, Jane

Austen in Priile ond Prejndice and other novels
sl @ pew stvie for iction

Inventors Founded New Tndustries

In our series of paintings emphasis has been
el on British jnventors and scientists, In
no direction has Britain made d greater com-
tributien to civilization. Withoot these men
the rapid industrial expansion and scientib
achievements of the United States would not
have been possible

"Near the end of the eighteenth century
there appeared in England three inventions
that wshered mm a new industria] world and
which have changed many of our social and
political conceptions,” writes Dexter S, Kim:
ball, Dean of the fanmons College of Envineer-
ing of Cornell Unfversity.

“These were Hargreaves' spinning jenny
Watt's steam engine, and Maondslay's all-metal
serow-ctittme lnthe.

‘Many improvements quickly followed, but
these machines are outstanding in that they
were surcessiul practically and were the fore
runners of oor modern era.  Their chamcter
<hould be carefully noted.

“All tools involve what hi= been called
tranzfer of =kill lhat i1z, they enable a
mian of infertor kil o perform with their
nid operations that without them would re-
gquire a workman of superior skill.

"Almost anvone could spin with the Har-
greaves machine: ‘The Maudsiay lathe made
i similar advance in machine tools,

“The true signibicance of the Industrial
Revolution is that prior to that time the tool
WaAE Anh JtE::lEJ'l-.'I! to the =kill of the worker
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The British visitor to the United States in
the 20th century usually assumes that the
American department store is of domestic
origin, If he turns to John Griscom’s 4 Vear
in Enrope (1818-19), he will find this Ameri-
can’s description of a great noveliy of the
day, one of the first department stores, the
soho Bnzaar, in Soho Square, Londomn:

“An extensive suite of rooms on two floors
(formed by throwing several houses into aned,
in which are collected almost every kind of
article, . . . in the way of ingenuity, deli-
cacy, and taste . . . this 5 o néw Kind of
establishment. of which thére are, at present,
but two in Lomdon. The term, as well as the
plan, has been imported from India.”

A Gulaxy of Brirish Scientists

From the founding of the Roval Society
Britain has produced a succession of great
engineers, astronomers, physicists, chemists,
biologisis, geologists, etc., hardly equaled and
certainly not surpassed by thase of any other
country, Their work was not merely. great—
much of it was literally epoch-making,

Some have been of humble origin, like John
Dralton, son of a poor weaver: others, like
Henry Cavendish, were aristocrats who in-
herited immense wealth,

In the field of medicine, Willam Harvey,
who published his great work early in the
relgn of Charles 1, &2 included in our series,
as are the Hunter brothers.  John Hunter
may be regarded as the founder of modern
surgerv.  Edward Jenner, the conqueror of
smallpox, studied under John Hunteér ot St
George's Hospital ( pages 474, 500, 505},

Sir Patrick Manson is regrarded as the futher
of tropical medicine. He was the first to dis-
cover that a “‘particular blood-sucking insect
i= i necessary intermediary in the propaga-
tion of a specific disease—a discovery of the
utmest importance to medicing.” *

Anuther pioneer whom we remember grite-
fully is Ronalidl Ross, who discovered the
life history of malarial parasites in mos-
guitoes and laid down methods for Inrge-
scale malarin reduction.

(ihers who have enriched our knowledge
are Farndav, the father of the age of elec-
tricity, and Lord Rutherford, the New Zen-
Innder, who, in the words of Sic Arthur Ed-
dington, “introduced the greatest chapge in
our iden of matter since the time of Democ-
ritus” (pages 511 and 527).

In the discovery of the 96 chemical elements,
the fundamental “building hlocks™ of which
evervihing in Nature = constructed, British
scientists are generally eredited with the find-
ing af 19 (including hydrogen, oxvaen, barium,

The National Greographic I"r'h;;uzint-

caltiom, potassium, argon, helium, and nean ),
more than have beem discovered by the re-
search workers of any other pation.  Six other
elements were discovered by Britons jointly
with workers of othiér nations,

The number generally accredited to scien-
tistz of other nations is: Swedish, 17 French,
11: German, 11 American, 6; Austrian, 2:
Swiss, Ttalinn, Polish, Russian, rian,
Spanish, Finnish, 1 each. Ten elements are
considered to Have been discovered by the

ancients.

Revolution in Farming Methods

Alongside the Industrinl Revolution-—in-
deed, preceding t—a revolution in methords
of agnculture was taking place in England.
In due course it belped make Great Britain
the suppber of pedigreed livestock to America

and many other lands. In the early dayvs of

the colonization of North America the Mother
Country shipped cattle, horses, sheep, goats,
poultry, und even peacocks to the New
World.¥ In the reign of George 111 we learn
that “all the world came tn 'Eng]nnd for
horses; from the race-horse th the hardly less
noble cart-horse.” $

Robert Rakewell, during the reign of this
George. pioneered in the selective breeding of
cattle and sheep to improve the gquantity and
quality of meat. Bakewell's methods were o
successful and’ the reputation of his “fAxed”
breeds =0 high that in one yveir he made 1,200
muineas from the letting of one am.

British experimenters produced the Short-
hurn, Hereford, Aberdeen-Angug, and Devan
breeds, which are the leading beel cattle today
in the United States, Ausiralm, and New Zea-
landd, The Asrshires. Jerseys, and Guernsevs
which are such large milk producers in Ameri-
can dairy herds originated in the British lstes

As early as the 19th century British farmers
had developed several bromds of sheep and
[ﬁg:: that were wo or three times as efficient
n meat production as the old mtlmpmwrl
stocks. They worked out principles of proper
animal t'mding Irom which stock ralsers now
henefit everywhete.

British in#‘m-‘ii;:—:ﬂtum plaved a leading part
in the study of agricultural chemistry and
plant mutrition—what the plant draws from

* A History of Tropical Medicine, by H. Hareld
Scott, vol. 3 p 1071, 1942 'The Willinma & Wilkins
Company, Halbimdore,

7o early reference (o the sending ol harses to YVir-
pinia is contained in a letter from Gaboel Archer,
whio rvcords In 1600 that the yeszel be sailel] in took

on sty mares and fwo horser Al Plymouth, The
Genetrs of the Enited States, by Alexandor Hrown,

Val, 1. o 328
L Engitzh  Noclal Hileey, by G
Lomgmons.- 1042 P 274

M. Trevelyan,
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For the First Time Since the War Judées Parade to Odpen the legol Year

This picture of the stately procession marching from o service in Wettminaler Abley 1o the Houzs ol Lords
wns published in the Lendon Times, October 16, 1946, Wearing robes of office snd wig-@m Lord’ Jowitd, thy
Laorny U Banoed lisg

the soil, water, and air—the basis for proper  horse hoe- ( predecessor o e hiose cultivaitors .
use of manures and other fertilizers, and the threshing machine—all were British

They developed and perfected crop rotation inventions - which wete the forerunners ol
as a means of preserving and inecreasing the modern [arm machinery.

fertihity of the =oil. [ngeniowns Britons of Kew Gardens, London,
Two voung Englishmen, J, B. Lawes and  imported from Brazil seeds of the wild rubber
J. H. Gilbert, started a plant experiment sta tree and from seedlings raised at Kew gtarted

tiom in 1843 and conducted experiments during  -and developed the rubber pluntation indostry
37 veirs of g unique partnership that revealed  of Southeast Asia that by 1941 wis 5 ipplying
fundamental principles for plant feeding, At 1,491 410 tons, 97 percent of the world’s rubber,
their famouzs Rothamisied r'-.'-.|ll|‘5.lll:l!'|:'|r Station Inn the New World, Americans of British
a feld plot, on which only whent had been  stock hayve inherited the marvelous inventive
2w, jn'lt'|']|-:[ im 1943 the one-hundredth peniie of the British race: The ten inventions

successive crop of whealt. honored] @t the Centennial Celebration of the
Lawes and Gilbert showed that the phos \mérican patent svsiem in Washington, 19356,
phate of natural rock deposits is solubl anil 15 the greatest made in the United States
can be fedd to plants as artificial fertilizers.  were achieved by men of Hritish ancestry
They started the fertilizer industry Mexander Graham Bell, telephone: Thomns
Fven mechanized farming. <o highly devel- Alva Edison, electric light; Chorles Croodyenr;

oped now o the United States, actually had  rubber; Charles Martin Hall, alominum
its ariging in Britain, Jumes Small’s cast-iron  Elias Howe, sewing machine; Cyrus Hall
moldboard plow, the drill for plantiog, the McCormick, reaper; Samuel Morse, télegraph;
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fam Ein excellent examples
Rir Edward Salishury, Secretary (o the I her nu question that in the early dave
Rioval Society, hos made the good point thad Lhe scientific mterchanee the British gavi
thee shared langtage and common tradition  more than they received,” savs James Phinne,

technlcal trafoing, research gantzation Haxter Ird., Ncfemlisfs | b | :
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brovight to our shores. 1t sparked the whole
development of microwave radar and con-
stituted the most important item In reverse
Lease-Lend, "™ |

But Sir Henry Tizard, heiad of the British
Mis=ion, emphasizes the fact that while “the
magnetmn, which contributed more to the suc-
cess of the Allies than any other single inven-
tion, was & product of British science, it had to
be redesigned in America for economicul man-
ulaciure,

“Penicillin, the greatest practical achieve-
ment of medical research during the war, also
originaied in Britnn, but unless American
skill in lurge-senle manufacture had been avail-
able, many thousands of men, who now en-
jow a bealthy life, would have died.”t

Among British social reformers we have
been able to include but few, among thim
Florence Nightingale, who revolutionized our
methods of nursing {page 513). To this great
company rightly belang John Howard and
Elizabeth Fry, prison reformers; Lord Shaftes.
burv, the seventh Earl, who fought the abuses
of the industrial age: and, above all, William
Wilberforce, one of the greatest benefactors
of humanity.

A Turning Pomt in History

When the British Empire was expanding
rapiclly during the Nopoleonic Wars, it had in-
creasing contacts with the colored races. For-
tunately, the conscience of the nation was
stirring, and, as Dr, G, M. Trevelyan points
put, “a turming point in the history of the
world” occurred when Wilberforce and  his
iriends, Evangelicals and Quakers, persuaded
Parlinment to put a stop to the slave trade
m 1807 amnd to sbolish siavery throughout
the Empire in 1833.%

At the Coungress of Vienna, after the defént
of Napoleon, Great Britnin through Lord
Chastlereagh, in a spirit of altruism rare in
those days, persoaded the Furopean powers
to agree to the suppression of the slave trade
in their territoriess. However great Britain's
shiare in the slave trade and in the horrors
of “the Atluntic passage,” she was making
amends for the past. She paid the zlave
owners £20 000,000 in compéensation.

Henceforth the Union Juck became the
symbol of freedom for the black man
Throughout the 19th century the Roval Nuavy
policed the seas and bunted the slavers in
their lairs east of Suez.

In the present centurv, Robert Baden-
Powell founded the Boy Scoumt movement,
which has profoundly influenced the vouth
of many nations,

Another Englishman who has infloenced the
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life of vur times = Willred T, Grenfell, who
ve his life to the service of the inhabitants of
hendor, His example fired many thousands
of voung men throoghont the universities of
the English-speaking waorld.

The Warld of the Spirit

In the warld of the spirit, British contri-
butions to the common heritage have been
ereil.  John Weeliffe lnid the foundations of
the Puritnnism that was to be Britain’s specinl
contribution to religious thought. He trans-
lated the Bible with the help of a bamnd of
“poor priests” and brought Christ's: teaching
to the humblest villager.

Britain's impact on Ametica was made
through such men as Robert Browne, founider
of the Brownisie, whose docirines inspired
the Mtlerim Fathers, and John Knox, Scottish
divine and follower of Calvin.

George Fox, founder of Quakerism, was the
son of 4 Puritan weaver; among those whom
he influenced was Willlam Penn.

In the following century John Wesley trans-
formed the wvery nature of his generation
{ pdge 491,

In the 19th century Willlam Booth and his
wife established the Salvation Army gl min-
stered to the unfortunates in the slums of in-
dustrinl England. Subsequently they extended
their work throughout the world.

Britain and Its Stewardship m India

With the granting of independence to Indin
and Pakistan, on August 15, 1947, a great
event in world history took place. Great
Britain, which for a couple of centuries hod
ruled the Indian subcontinent, containing o
sixth of the himan race, passed to its peoples
of her own free will the control of their own
destiny.

Never in history had a great empire, in a
moment of victory, relinguished s control
over its fairest dependency and passed on the
terch of freedom to the inhabitants.

That the peoples of Indin would one day
e free to decide their future was in fact
inevitalle from the passing of the Indin Bill
in 1833,

Thomas Babington Macauloy, spenking in
the House of Commions on the mensare,

dlicted “that the public mind of Indin mav

expand under our system until it has outgrown
that system; that by good government we
muy educate our subjects into o capacity for

® From Scientists Agwingt Tipse, by Janies Phintey
Banter Srd, pp. 140-142—<Radar andl Loran ®

t From the Preodontin]l Addresz to the Britih As
socintion for the Advancement ol Scienes, T'he Paceing
Warld, v e Henry Theard, September 8, 1945

i Hiotory of England (Tongmans), 1947 p, S0
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fUlure age
Such an event would, in Macaulay
“he the proudest day in British history.”®
We are still too near the events which led
o the grantme of imdepencence Lo L ,tr'--|-|l'--
ol Indin and Pakistan to be dbhle o form i
final estimate of the rule of the British Kaj
During our 300 wvewrs of asoc@ation with
India, Great Britain has no doubt rsade mis
Mo impartial coitic, however, can
the record of British supremacy in
Indin during the lost centory and a half
without experigncing a2 sense of degp ‘admiri-
tionr mt the amaeine pransfermation which
followed the death of the Mogul Empire
and graduslly withessed the establishment of

the Fiax Britannica

Brinsh Art
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demand Europenn institutions.”
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Britoins contribulions 1o arl are nol so
important as in other fields.  Thanks to Hol-
be'im, the Havarian portrail painter, who spent
many years o Enghmd durne the relgn ol
Henry VITL, the features of the leadimeg men
are familiar to us. In otr series = the Fcture
nf the King, begun by Holbein, although he
1 not live to complete it, confirming the

charter to the harber-surpeons (poee 463).
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Wands, by permision of Maboanneuce Frires,

In the reign of Elizbeth an English school
of mininture painting Jourished, but our na-
tional art may be said to bave beégun with
.|[||l_’._l,r‘-|': _1I-I_|'I' thi I_'r_'||il'|r il ecelesinstical
painting m Europe. Hogarth's photographic
memary: enabled him o capture in the studm
soenes from the life ardound him (page 489).
He was to painting what Dickens was to the
novel,

L British starting, the
[ollowing twia centuries witnessed  great  de-
velopments in portrait and landscape puint-
K[ | e | ol Edwin Lamdsesr gl work
an Lthe lions in  Draladgar Square shows the
painfer-sculptor in stuchio S16)
Muany Amencan gallenies contmn some of the
praceful portrane of Reynolds, Gainsborough,
aml Romney, In Inndscapes Turner and Con-
stable occupy an enduring place in English

[
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Benfamin West, the Quaker from enn-
sviviinin, alter a sopourn in Italy, came to live
in’ Landon early in the reign of George 111
H lounders of the Rowal
veademy, Bbecoming on the death of Sir Joshun
Hiz home In

wis e Oof I:'||_'

Revnolds its second president

* 2o "Iodin—Yesterday, loedoy, and Tomorrow,”
Lo Holifnx, Marmwosar (Grocpapmmm Maoagr
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The National Geograplue Magnzme

FIFIEEaly i lsnia

Renny the Shetland Droaws a Litter Cart in Kemnsington Guardens

Becawde Fnefizh people are extremely foam] of gt
Moty of Workds hit upon 8 phin of having waste depesitaorse
rubitsish as ordered Into the recectarle

The civwil comed to see the fun and Toek

many. 1 he problem of fnding the position at
s with socuracy was nob finally solved till
the 18th century, but we should think grate-
jully of Charles II, for in 1675 he founded
the Roval Observitory at Greenwich. s
purpcse was thus defined: “to take new ob-
the heavens: that so no help
might be wanting to our gailors {or correcting
Lheir sen charts, or finding the places of ther
ships a4t sea,

simon Neweomb, the American astroncomer,
thus referred to the: work of Greegnwich DR-
servatury Ofty years agn: ““The most useful
branch of astropomy has hitherto been that
which 15 practically applied to the determina-
tion of geographical positions on land and sea
.I-.III_' ':-:T|_|'=.1'.'|.i| h [:|'||.=.|:'I."l.'.lllr:j. has Deen a0 far
the lnreest contnbator i this direction as to
sive rise to the remark that, i this branch
of astrionomy wetfe entmely lost, 11 colld be
reconstructed from the Uireeniwich Ullservia-
tory  alone,™

he problem of Onding exact longitude at
sea remiined long insolubde. 1o 1714 Parlia-
ment offered o prige of £20 000 to the man who
should invent a practical method of so doing.
viter & long life of research John Harrigon
devistddl a chrondmaeter and won the price.

sErvalions ol

argomd ane. thp

FHITINES

.'|||II_|
banled about the pablic parks by

indrrials and will fonesnakbly

Every seafaring nstion owes o debt 1o
British ploneer work in charting the ocesns
in providing aids 1o the mariner, and in erect-
ing lighthouses on dangerous shores.  Ben-
jamin Frankiin owed s life to a lighthouse
off the Cornish consl. Llovd's sienal stations

are familiar lnopdmarks throughoot the world.
British Drama in America

Fillowing American independence and for
n long while thereatter, the American stiee
was dependent on Britizh talent. Many lead-
ing British actors sooner oF ldater made a tour
ol the Ametican States. Some become o pop.
uhar that they remuined in America and helped
Lo baakdd up 1ts stage,

On the variety siage Harry Lauder had an
enotmols American Tollowing.,  Operettas of
Gilbiert and Sullivan as H.M.5. Pinglore.
Feratey af Pemsance, The Gonmdoliers, and T ke
Mikado dre as populiar a5 at home ( page 539,

British mfluence in the warld of sport has
been great.  Certainly during the 19th cén
tury our sportsmen fired the Western Worlid
with (heir enthusinem for football, lawn ten
nis, soccer, amd polf.  The origins of thess

* =ir Harold spenser Jones, in the Liener, Chetobes
LG, N4,



The British Way

games go back, of course, fo very ancient
times; it is =tnted that the original inhabitants
of this island learped how to play foothall
from the Romans, although our (riends across
the Irish Sen claim that they playved. a
form of the game in Ireland before Julivs
Caesar s¢t his foat on British sail.

Edward 1l forbade the game In conse-
quence of “the. great noise in the city caused
by hustling over large balls.™  FPhilip Stubbs,
two ahd & hall centuries later, in his A natomie
af Abwmses (1383, refers to football as “a
develishe pastime . . . and hereof groweth
erivy, rancour, and malice, and sometimes
brawling. murther, homicide, and great effu-
sian of blood, az experience dally teacheth."
Certninly the Eliznbethans were lusty fellows.

The Herituge of Sport

Modern football became widespread in the
middle of the 19th century. There is o good
description of the zame us playved at Rughy
in Tom Brown's Schood Davy,  Association
football was first plaved at Cambridee Uni-
versity.  The hirst foothall contest between
Britain and the United States was plaved ar
Yale University between a team of old
Etonians and Yale. English Rughy was first
plaved @t Harvard.

The “Royal and Abcienl Game of Goli™—
“wowfi,” it was called long ago—is apparently
of Dhutch origin, but it reached the United
States from Scotland only toward the end of
the 19th century, T'wo vears before the Moy
flomwer sailed, James T ( James VI of Scotlind |
Wils Ewdtnﬂy concerned that his Scottish sub-
jecis were spending too many “'bawhbees™ in
importing lange supplies of golf balle from
Holland; he caused legislation to be passed
to protect the home industry, for he wrole
from Salisbury, on Apgust 5, 1618, “Na small
quantitie of gold and silver s transported
reirly i, yearly | out of his Hienes" Ling-
dom of Scoteland.’

James IV and James V' of Seotlamd, great-
grandfather and grandfsther of James | of
England, were golférs, and =0, apparently,
wis his mother, ill-futed Mary Queen of Scots,
Her eopmies asserted that soch was ber in-
difference to the fate of Thamley, her hushand,
that a lew davs after his death she “was seen

playing goli and pall-mall in the fields beside
"'ﬂ.th:ln

Americans took up the game so enthusiasti-
cally that Walter Travis won the British Ama-
teur Championship at Sandwich in Kent in
1904, Manv other Americans have since won
this prize.

Lawn tennis was invented in 1874 by Maij.
Walter Clopton Winghield, who took out a
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patent for a pastime called Sphairistike, de-
scribed as “a new and improved portable court
for playing the ancient game of tennis" Jts
popularity grew so rapidly—it was now called
lawn tennis—that in the following vear o
committee mét at Lords Cricket Ground and
drew up a code of rules. In 1877 the all-
England championships were plaved at Wi

bledon, where the international contests jT.I.T.I
take place. In the United States lawn tennis
wns playved st MNahant, mear Boston, within
4 year of its invention in England: in 1831
the United States Lawn Tennis Association
was lormed and adopted the English rules

Comrades in Arms

When in Apedl, 1917, the people of the
United States of America decided to fight
mlongside the Allies on the battlefields of
Europe, another great moment in history had
arrived,  For the first time the two English-
speaking Commonwealths were fighting side
by side; some people, among them Walter
Hires Page, beld that the greatest outcome of
World War | was the coming together of the
Englich-speaking peoples.

In the second World War the cnoperation
between our nations was even closer.  1In
Delhi, in 1943 and 1944 when going to dis-
cuss problems with the Southeast Asia Com-
mand, under Lord Moonthatten, I never knew
in advance whether T should be dealing with
an American or a Briton. The Allied sailors,
silcliers, and airmen sat together, they worked
together, they planned together, they suffered
together, and they died together that right
might triumph.

Tennyson Sounds the Keyvnote ol the
Brinsh Way

Tennyson sums up the British Way in
parts of twp poems, “You Ask: Me Why" and
“T'n the Queen™

It i the Tand that freemen il

That sober-suited Freedom chose ;

The land, where gt with friends or focs
A man may speak the thing he will;

A land of =il pavernment,

A land of just and ofd renown

Where Freedom slowly brodidens down
From precedent to precedsnd

L L L L] Ll L

And stiteamen gl ler eounol matl
Who knew e aeaions when to take
Oecasion by the hand. and make

The hounds of Freedom wider vel

By shaping some aumost decree,
Which kegt her throne unshaken stifl,
Broad-based upan her people’s will,

And compass’d by the Inviolate sea
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The Roman Wall (a.p. 121-211)

TOUR of Britain might well start with

n visit to the Roman Wall, which
stretches 73 miles from the mouth of the Tyne
to Solway Firth; for the Roman occupation
was virtually the beginning of British history.
About the Celtic ancestors who lived in the
island before the coming of Julius Caesar
little = known.

Most schoolbows know that Julius Caesar
paid two visits to Britain, in 55 and 54 B C.
He came to punish “the interfering landers”
for coming o the help of their kinsfolk in
Gaul, Then ensued “a long forgetfulness of
Britain” tlll 'Claudiug came, a. n. 43, and
incidentally massacred a pumber of trouble-
some Druids. A triumph was staged on Clau-
dius's return to Rome, and he was hailed ns
“Britannicus.”

The Romans built walled towns amd baths:
thev constructed wirtually Indestructible high-
ways . . . along which English motorists still
drive in comfort despite the fact that the road-
beds have been in use for 18 centuries: they
driined fenlands and cut down some forests.
In the Romun settlement< the Teading officials
andl ‘warriors had their pleasant villas with
“central heating.”" The home of a prominent
Ruman probabily was much better heated than
the houses of the majority of present-day Eng-
l=hmen.

In Roman Britain the total population
was probably no more than hali a million,
The largest city was London, first mentioned
by Tucitus, a Celtic name but a Roman foun-
dation. ‘Scholars who hove studied excava-
tions of numerows sites believe that London
in Roman times had more stone and brick
buildings than at any suhsequent time until
after the Great Fire, which laid waste the
city in 1666,

We may regard Agricola as the sponsor of
the Wall, for although it was léft to Hadrian
to constract it, the builder received his in-
spiration from Agricola. Agricola foresaw
that the inhabitant= an the south of the horder
would have to take strong measures  agninst
the Scots and FPicts, and therefore he built
a chain of forts from Tvne Lo Solway,

There were in fact two walls, the first built
by Hadrian, a4 . 121-26; the second by
Severus 85 vears laler,

Hadrian visited Hritain severnl vears before
he began his construction.  In  the Hritish
Museum can be seen the hend of a colossal
statue of him which was dredged irom the
bottom of the Hiver Thames below the site
af London E!'ng.'r,

Hadrian's wall consisted of a “great ditch
between n‘u'.iund& called a vallwm."” Retween

the vallum and the wall ran a military road.
Severus rebuilt Hadrian's wall, A, n. 211, and
replaced the turf ramparts by solid masonry.

The Wall represents the limit of effective
Roman occupation, It is true that under
Severus, who, “racked with gout, traveled in
a litter,” the legionaries penetrated as far
nurth as Moray Firth; but Severus wisely left
the inhabitnnts of Scotland to their own de-
vices and decided that the Wall should mark
the northern boundary between the Empire
and the “barharians.”

Like the Great Wall of China, oor Wall
curls up hill and down dale. At frregular in-
tervals there were great forts which served
as camps, barricks, storehouses, and baths.
At the [ort of Borcovicus can be seen the wheel
ruts of Roman chariots, similar in measure-
ment to those at Pompeii. The sight, strangely
moving, reveals how far-reaching were the
tentacles @f Tmperial Rome.

In some places the vandal has been at work,
and the stones of the Wall have been used
in the construction of farmhouses and buaild-
ings, In other stretches the Wall stands as it
wns in Roman times, climbing up lonely nmd
lofty heights,

It i5 not easy o estimate the exact infuence
which the Romam occupation has had on
Britain. Probably jis effect has
been much Tess than that caused in France
and Spain by the presence of Caesar's armies.
Nevertheless, there are today many Hritish
families with some Roman blood in their veins,
for many of the imperial legionaries who came
under Caesar= banner took o themselves
notive wives.

Apparently all but a few signs of the Roman
occupation had vanighed by the time of Alfred
the Great, Vikings and Norsemen had wrought
havoe throughout the land.

By 1006 the islanders had become a mongrel
race, described by Defoe, in his Truc-Born
Englishman, as

Your Roman-Saxon-Danish-Norman- English- | |

A True Born Englishmon’s a contradiction |

In speech an lrony, th faet 5 fetjen! .

A metaphor mventcd o cxpress
A man nkin to all the universe!

Under Hadrian British levies were recruited
o serve the Roman Empire. It is highly prob-
able that the recruits were offspring of the
unions  between Caesar's men and the fair-
haired daughters of Albion,

The end of the Roman occupation of Brit-
ain came early in the fifth century, when Romg
hadl ber troubles nearet home and the Emperor
Honorius decided that the Hritons could no
longer rely on the Empire to protect then.
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Alfred the Great (8487-901)

Alired found Tearning demd und he restored i,
Education neglected and he revived H,

The laws powerless and he gave them foree,
The Chirch deboset] and he ralsed it

The lond ravaged by a fearfil enrmy

From which he delivered

Alfred's name will live as long

As mankind shall respect 1he past:

STATUE BEARING rthis inscription
commarnds the main street in the lotle
town of Wantage, Berkshire. where Alfred,
justly called the Great. was born about 548,
Although for part of his reign Alfred ruled
over only Wessex, he lnid the foundation for
a unifiedd England and before the close of his
life wrested London and Canterbury from the
IManes,

Fourth and yvoungest son of Kmg Fithel-
wull, he succeeded to the West Saxon throne
in 871 when his brother Fthelred was slain
in battle, The blackest hour in the early
mnnils of England struck In 876 when the
Dane Guthrum, usorper of the kingship of
East Anglin, invaded the south coast, over-
whelmed Dorsétshire, and took Exeter:

(Caught unprepared by this treacherous vie-
lation of a troce, Alfred retreated to the
Somerset fens and threw up an sland fort in
the well-nigh impenetrable marshes, where, um-
seent, be could witch the movements of the
enemy.  He recruited an army of Hampshire,
Wilizhire, anid Somerset men, using the Danish
peril to unite his people. When his froops
were ready, he made a surprise attack on the
Danes at Ethandun (now Edington) in Wilt-
shire and defeasted them in a pitched battle.

30 signal was his success that in the Peace
of Wedmore (579) he forced King Guthrum
and some of Guthrum’s followers lo receive
aptism into the Christian faith, and to with-
draw from the West Saxon land, Wessex wus
clesired of the Doanes, and alss Mercia west
of the Roman Watling Street. Not since the
Vikings' fArst invasion of England had the
Enghish scored so decisive a victory.

Alfred and his kingdom of Wessex now
<t forth as the only English power in
Hritain which was stronger than the invaders.
and he was regarded by the people as their
champion and deliverer. He had saved his
kinegdom from Scandinavian domination and
safeguarded English Chrisfipnity,

Alfred constructed a new kind of ship better
able to withstand the Vikingz, To him is due
the conception that England is an island realm
aned must be defended at sea and not on land.
He regarded the North Sea and the English
Channel 212 the national frontiers,

There was noend w his activities. Draws-

ing on Mosaic experience, e codilied the na-

tion's laws; comparing the low state of culture
in Wessex with that of the Continent, he de-
termined to make his capitial the greatest seat
of learning in the island.

When he came to the throne, e found that
"mol a single priest south of the Thames was
acquainted with Latin.” He became his own
translator and editor, and made available to
his people the treasures of Latin mianuals in
their own. tongue. The Anglo-Suxon Chron-
wle compiled in his reign remains the first
verngoular history of any Teotonic Jie.
To him also was due the survival of the first
English epic, Berwadf; the Venerable Bede's
Hivtery; and other priceless books,

His zeal for religion and scholarship probe-
ablv had its beginning when as a child he was
tuken by his father to Rome and to the couart
of Charles the Bald, King of the West Franks,
Confirmed by Pope Leo IV who, legend says,
“hallowed him to King,” be had opportunities
L observe the measures taken by the pontifl
for protecting the Eternal Clhtv from the Sarn-
cens and (o meel many literary  charscters
of the age, both in Bome and in France,

He established o school at his court and in-
sisted] that “those whom it i5 proposed 1o
educite further and promote to 4 higher office
should be taught Latin,” which at the time
wis the only WEII-I!'EH!]]I'_ﬂhEd literary  lan-
guage, Lamenting his own lack of learning,
he studied asstduously and asked that “all
the youth of Englind of free men . . . be
sl L learn .. . ountil they are able o read
English writing.”

J. B, Green places him among the world's
ereatest men because of “the moral deur
of his life.” “'He i= the first instance in the
history of Christendom of a ruler who put
nzide every personal aim or ambition, to de-
vote himseli wholly to the welfare of those
whom he had ruled.”

Methodical in the use of his time, he de-
visedd o candle covered by & lantern to meas-
ure the hours of his busy day. He had infi-
nite patience with his subjects and was ever
willing to hear complaints,

I like to think of him carryving in his bosom
*a little hand-book in which he }mtﬂl down
things as they struck him; now g bit of family

genealogy, NOwW A Praver, now i story. . , .
The writer of English hl.sl.ur_q.- muy b [.'I-..I.l‘t]r'lm_"d
if he lingers over the figure of the King in
whose court, at whose impulse, it may be in
whose very words, English history beging.”

When Alfred died in 901, hig body was
brought by the monks to the New Minster at
Winchester, though exactly where be lles in
the old city is not known,

449



with Chastir

-
i
-l

-




Lady Godiva (1040-50)

HE SEAL of approval has been set on

the stary of Lady Godiva hy the poet
Tennyson, by the great English  artist
Sir Edwin Landseer, whose painting is repro-
duced in our plate, and by many learned
scribes,  Why question such suthonty?

The boundary line between history and
legend is sometimes hazy. I rationalists were
permitted 10 work their iconoclastic will, much
of the romince of the past would be Jost,
Critics say that there never was a0 King Arthur
who established 3 Round Table and that the
lesend of Lady (odiva is pure moonshine,
Nevertheless, modern readers who care more
for imagination than cold Tacts are inclined
to agree with the Victorian poet R. B, Brough:

Godiva! Nat for counlless tomes
Of war'z and kingoreft's lenden hist'ry

Would I thy chorming lepend lose
Or view (b im the Bloodless s

OF fabled myth or mysl'ry.

Godiva is said to have married Leofric a
quarter of a century before the arrival of
William the Conguerar in England; she died
scomie. vears before the Domesday survey
(1085-86). Her husband was ruler of Mercia
and one of the three great earls of the realm.,
Both husband ond wife were llberfal bene-
factors of the Church,

The earlwst narrative of the famous ride
throigh the streets of Coventry (the skeplics
say there was no citv of Coventry in the
L1th century), which has eclipsed her fame

as a benefactress, 5 given in H‘]t‘ Flores His-
toriarum of Roger of Wendover (died 1237),
but he relied for his information on a mid-
1 2th-century writer. Roger represents Godiva
"as bepging the release of the villa of Coventry
from a henvy bondoge of toll”

Leoiric replied. in the oft-quoted words:
“Mount your horse naked, and pass through
the market of the villa, from one end to the
ather, when the people are nssembled, and on
vour return vou shall obtain what you ask.”

Attended by two soldiers, (rodiva, as Tenny-
son says, “rode forth, clothed on with chastite,”
her flowing tresses serving ws scant Ltlurt“[n,ut
Leofric waz overcome with admimation of her
selfless act and granted the release by charter
—s0 rung the tale,

The writer of the article on Leofric it the
Dictiomary of National Biography comes to the
defense of the supposedly cruel husband of
the heroic lady. Citing evidence of Leofric’s
seemdy behavior on other occasions, he declares
that the man's character alone proves that the
tale of his boorish condoct 2 an ahsurdity.

In & travel report written in 1634, the
“white steed” iIs introduced. “She purchased
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and redeemed their Inst infringed liberties and
freedoms; and obtained remission of heavy
tributes imposed upon them, by undertnking
a hard and unseemly task, which was to ride
naked openly at high noon day through the
ity on a milk-white steed, which she willingly
performed, according to her lords strict in-
junction, 1t may be very well discussed here
whether his hatred or his love exceeded. Her
[air long hair did much offend the wanton's
glancing eyve.”

Anather 17th-century story says: “But
about the midst of the Cltty her herse neighed,
wherent one desirous to ee the stronge Cose
letr downe a Window, and looked out, for
which fuct or for that the horse did neigh,
us the cause thereof, Thourh all the Towne
WETE I:"rnnﬂ:liﬁed,. vet horses were not toll-
free to this day.”

Concerning “peeping Tom,” a Latin epistle
ptllllﬁh-ﬂl in I]l']le Gontleman's Magexime a

a century or o later reports: “A groom of the
countess dared to violate her commands, The
countess’s horse, on discovering its  tramer
through the windows, set up neighing, and
s0 betrayved the scoundrel.”

An obliging traveler in 1782 suppliss vet
fierther information: “Legend sivs that, previ-
aus 0 her ride, all the inhabitams were or-
dered, on pain of death, to shut themselves up
during the time; but that the curiosity of a
certain tavlor, overcoming fear, took a single
peep: which 5 commemorated even at pres-
¢nt, by o figure looking out of a wall in the
great street.  To this day, the love of Godiva
o the city is annually remembered by a pro-
cessiom; and n valiant fesr still rides in silk,
closely fitted to her limbs, and of colour
emulating their complexion.”

In the 19th century skepticism about Lady
Godiva was rife; perhaps neighboring cities
were fealous of Coventry's proud beritage as
the place where “the perfect model of an
Anglo-Saxon lady” acquired immortal fame,

AMoncure Y. Conway, the American preacher
and author who saw the Landseer painting at
the Royal Academy in 1806, wrote of his
Impres=ions:

“The Lady's elderly duenna iz represented
turning her head aside from the nude lady
antl shutting her eves tightly, There is o look
on this domestic’s face which savs plainly,
‘1 wazh my eves clean of all such improper
conduct ; ‘and before | would do such a thing,
every man, woman, and child in Coventry
should broken be on the wheel!' Eservone
who looks at the picture smiles! but all see in
her, rather than the mounted lady, the repre-
sentative of the womanhood of England.”
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Daniel Defoe (16617-1731)

} DEFOE'S genius newspapers owe the
discovery of two features used to this
dny—the interview and the lead editorial, He
was in fact the first real news reporter in the
miwlern sense.  With a remurkable “nose for
news  he collected stories wherever he went.
Dianiel Deloe’s masterpiece, Robinson Cru-
soe, 15 one of the few books in any lungunge
to remain popalar for more than two centuries.
At the time af its publication in 1719 it went
through four editions in as many months, and
new and ever more elaborate editions have
been coming out at frequent intervals ever
since. One of the more récent is illustrated
with paintings by the Ilnte N. C. Wyueth,
American artist, whose picture of Crusoe’s
raft is reproduced in our plate.  The story
hias been translated into virtually all modern
Innguages,

Despite it dime-novel plot, horesome mor-
alizing, and total lack of love interest, it
stands out as one of the most vivid and
gripping adventore tales ever written. Tt is
not, however, ax some enthusiasis have called
it, the first English novel: for ft does not,
like & true novel, subordinate incident to char-
acter portraval. In it the exciting adventures
are of paramount imporiance, and ohserva-
tions on the hero’s character are confined to
Hious saliloguiies.

The story 15 founded on the experiences of
the sailor Alexander Selkirk. who, after being
mardianed ior five vears in the Juan Fernindez
Tslandds off the coast of Chile, was picked up
by a Hritish vessel and hrought back to Eng-
land in 1709, Accordineg to Selkirk’s own
statement, he lent his notes to Defoe. but
the shifty Defoe denied this, averring that
he bad written the story of Crusee in 1708
before Selkirk’s return,  Defoe’s romance—
incidentnlly, it covers 35 vears instend of the
five of Selkirk’s experience—reads neverthe-
less ns if 1t had been taken right out of a
satlor’s log,

A= proved in the fowrnal of the Plagne Vear
and Memoirs of a Cavalier, Tefoe had the
newspaper reporter’s knack of giving apparent
eve-wilness details of all events and scenes
he recorded, even though he was describing
things he had never seen. He doubtless bor-
rowed from Selkirk’s notes, but most of Cru-
soe s adveniures were pure fiction,

The chief charm of the story lies in the
fact that it is absolutelv true to life. Putting
himself in the place of an English sailor
maroongd on a desert fsland, and luring the
reader 1o do likewize, Defor made Crusoe
live ke an Englishman wresting from harsh
Niture with his own hands all the things
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necessary  too comfortable living.  Rousseau
called the book the hest treatise on education
ever writien.

Sonof a London butcher named Foe; the
authaor of Rebinson Crusoe retained bis family
rame until he was about 40 vears old, when
he began to sign himsell Defoe. He lived o
varied and turbulent threescore and ten vears,
passing from poverty to riches and back to
penury, from wealthy tile manufacturer to
penniliess hack writer, from jailbird to popular
newspaper editor, from fugitive from justice
tio secret agent of the Crown. Whether Whiis
or Tories were in the nscemdaney, he usually
contrivid 1o find emplovment with the ruling
pywer; hut his dupbcity was made public at
length,

He published in 1702 The Shortest Way
with the Dissenters, a violently satirical pam-
phlet supporting rights of free churches agains
the “high fivers,” as he called Anglicans and
Tories, S0 characteristically realistic was the
gatire, recommending that all dissenting minis-
ters be pul to death and their followers exiled.
that both factions ook it literally, Defoe
was promplly arrested for seditious libel and
sentenced to be fined, exposed in the pillory
for three davs, and imprisoned for an indefi-
nite term,

Making copy out of hiz misfortune, he
wrote his doggerel # vman ta the Pillory, which
hegins: '

Hail hieroelyphic stute  machine,
Contrlved to punizh fancy) m—

and had it scattered over London as o hand-
hill. It won him instant scclaim and broughe
about his transfer o Newgate Prizom, where
forthwith he started o popular newspaper,

Until he was nearly 60 vears old, he con-
fined his writing principally to pplitical pam-
phlets; =atire in both prose and verse, ond
polished essave on economics and government,

Defoe scored with Rofdwron Cruves o sic-
cess that made him fumous and well to do.
He wrole stories from then on with amazing
rapidity—Claplain Singleton, Duncan Camp-
bell, and Memoirs of @ Cavalier in 1720; and
in 1722 Colonel Jack, Moll Flawders, and The
Jowrnal of the Plague Vear.

No other Hritish writer save perhaps Sir
Walter Scott has approached Defloe in valume
of Dterary output.  In his more than 200
wurks there is an astonishing variety of theme
und treatment; bul all are written in the
newspaperman's simple noroative stvle, and all
are distinguished for intense realism,

Jonathan Swilt, brilliant contemporary ol
Deloe, published his original Gulifver's Teavels
in 1726,
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Christopher Wren (1632-1723); Robert Boyle (1627-91)

HRISTOFHER WREN has been called

the English Leonardo da Vincl, Besides
bheing our architect of greatest achievement,
he was philosopher, astronomer, prolific in.-
ventor, and skilled mathematician,

He w:Tl alwavs be remembered with grati-
tude for the part he plaved in rebuilding Lon-
don after the Great Fire which swept away
the city as it was in Shakespeare’s time.

Americn as well as England benefited by
his work: for he desizned the oldest acidemic
building in the United States, at the College
of William and Mary, Williamsbuorg, Vieginia,
anl his fdeas largely inlluenced Willlam Penn's
plan for Philadelphia.

It has been suggested by some scholars that
the radinting street plan adopted [or Annip-
olis, Marvland, and incorporated into the
L'Enfant plan for Washington, 1), C., owed
itz inception to the tradition of Wren's work.

Hecause of delicate health, Wren received
hiz parly training at home.  His father, the
rector of East Knovle: Wiltshire, possessed
some - skill in designing buildings; but the son
at first showed no desire 1o take up archi-
leciure as o proiession. He was professor of
astropomy @t Gresham College when Charles
11 induced him to turn his back on his-studies
nf the skv and become assistanl surveyor
general.

As i
birain power.
miaticians conversed with him as with an equal,

His versatility was ymazing. John Evelyn
tells us of a visit to Oxford, where he found
“thalt prodigious voung scholar™ at work on
the production of “a pavement, harder, foirer,
und cheaper, than marble.”

The Greal Fire which mged from Septem-
ber 2-6. 1666, and dedtroved “Shakespeare's
London™ gave Wren, as virtual surveyor-
general, his great opportunity. On Septem-
ber 12, almost before the embers had crased
to glow, Wren laid before the King his plan
for the rebuilding of the citv—perhaps the
greatest conception of his life.

To this day Londoners are paving for the
sins of omission of their [orefathers, who
iniled 1o seize 0 unigue a chance of making
the capitul the beést laid out city in Europe.
Wren introduced entirely new ideas in town
planning; his scheme provided for a series of
wide strects radiating from a central space.

Onlv a Napoleon would have been able o
force through so great a project.  Alas, it
wias oo much to expect of A generation
that had suffered from the Civil War. the
Gireat Plague, and the Great Fire, (nly a
few of Wren's proposals were carried o,

child Wren possessed exceptional
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When he was 13, learped mathe-

London had to put up with second best,
and Wren threw himeeli with enthosiasm into
the tremendous undertaking of rebuilding St
Paul's, 50 parish churches, 36 lhalls of city
companies, a:ul much else besides, For the
tnsk of planning and supervising the building
of St. Paul's and the churches he asked a
stipendd of only £300 per annum, preferring
public service to any private advantage,

His preatest vear was 1669, for he was in-
volved in the plans for St Paul’s and with the
designs of 17 churches. As Inte as 1710, at
the age of 78, he still had himself pulled up in
a basket to the dome of St. Paul's, and there
he would sit for howrs supervising the work,
He was 90 when he erowned his career with
the tower of St Michael's,

Wren passed most of his time during his last
years in a house at Hampton Court.

He was accustomed to drive to St, Paul’s
friomt time to time, and while sitting under
the great dome to reflect upon  the many
hopes: and disappointments involved in the
completion of his mighty underiaking,

O his last wvisit, in his ninety-first vear,
he caught a chill, His servant found him
after his return home apparently asleep in
i< chair; the great heart of Christopher Wren
had ceased 1o heat. It was a peaceful end
for the “loving, pentle, modest” genius whom
contemporary testimony leaves spotless,

On his tomb in St. Paul's his soccessor
caused an epitaph 1o be engraved, ending:

U5 monumentum  requiris, circumapice.”
(If vou require a mosument, look around.)

Contemporary with Wren wis Robert Boyle,
who has been called the founder of modern
chemistry. 1In the Engtiﬁh-ﬂpeakin.g world e
is credited with discovery of “Rovle's law''—
thut the volume of 8 gos varfes inversely as
the pressure exerterd on it in a closed chamber
at constant temperature, A son of Richard
Hovle, Earl of Cork, he and Wren were leaders
in founding the Roval Societv. Bovle studied
the part plaved by air in the propagation of
sound, the expansive power of freesing water,
crystals. electricity, and specific gravities and
refractions. During the reign of Charles 11
he helped rase Britain 1o o foremost place
among  European nations in experimental
sCICTCE,

Though busy with science, Boyle studied
encugh theology to earn church orders had he
elected, He read Scriptures in Hebrew, Greek,
and Syriac and bought costly Biblical trans-
Intions, His will provided for the Bovle lec-
tures o prove Christianity againgt unbelievers,
but forbade mention in them of controversies
between Christians,






Isaac Newton (1642-1727)

AS THERE EVER ANOTHFER such

story os that of voung Isaanc Newton,
the schoulboy with no liking for books, whose
mind ten vears later wns wandering with com-
plete assurance among the problems and
enigmas of the heavenly bodies, and who was
to achieve thereby immuortal fame?

He made known ta o world which still be-
lieved in witcheraft the liws of gravitation,
and by his experiments with the trum dis-
covered that light consists of mys differently
refrangible.  His amaring intellect worked out
s if by magie astronomical problems that had
pusiled the astronomer Edmund Halley.

Isaae Newton, a puny and prematire infant,
was born on Christmas Dayv at Woalsthorpe
Manor near Colsterworth, Lincolnshire, in the
vear that witnessed the outbreak of the Civil
War betwesn Cavalier amd Roundhead, New-
ton's father, a substantial veoman farmer,
died before his son's birth. The house is
now preserved ns a national heritage, thanks
o the Pilgrim Trust, founded by the American
philanthropist, the late Fdward S, Harknees,

Three yvears after her hushand’s death New-
ton’s mother marrie] the Reverend Barnabas
Smith, whose parish lav in another part of the
county, and little Isaac was left in the charge
of his grandmother.

At the age of twelve he wns sent to Gran-
tham Grammar School, a shy and retitng
bav, When a school bully taimted him, how-
ever, the unexpected happened. Young New.
ton thrashed the hullyv., That scrap was the
turming point in his career,. Within fwo vears
he- was head of the school,

At sixteen he left school to become a farmer
like his father, and o look after the {amiily
estate. Fortunately for mankind, Tsaac did not
like country pursuits. He was sent back to
school o prepare for Trinity College, Cam-
bridge. There his interest in mothematics
wias quickened by Tsane Barrow, whom e wis
destined one day 1o succesd.

When the plague brought learning at Cam-
bridge to a standstill, Newton, then 22, re-
turned bome and in two wonder vears began
his =eries of gpreat discoveries in physics.

“I hegan,” he wroté, “to think of gravity
extending to the orb of the Moon . . . having
thereby compaired the force requisite to keep
the Moon in her arb with the force of gravity
at the surface of the earth, aml found the an-
swer pretty nearly,  All this was in the two
pligue vears: 1665 and 1666, for In thase vears
I wis in the prime of age for invention, and
minded Mathematicks and Philosophy  more
{han at any time since,”

Prof. Sherwond Tavlor savs that in these
vears Newton arrived at the binomial theorem,
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the differential caleulus for *fluxions' as he
called it), the principle of universal gravita-
tiom, and the connection of color and refeaction
—although he did not publish his discoveries
for many years,

Halley wvisited Newton at Cambridge and
reported to the Roval Society that Mr, New-
ton had showed him a curious treatise con-
cerning motion, and that he had requested
Newton 1o communicate with the Society,
Thizs Newton did the following vear,

The incident was the beginning of the Roval
Society's interest in Newton's monumental
wark. Philosophiae Naturolis Principia Mathe-
matica, which was printed by Samuel Pepys,
then president of the Society,

His mast important contribution 1o scien-
tific thought wae his exposition of the plan
of the solar system and the principles by which
it wos to be understood.  Copernicus was re-
sponsible for the helioeentric svstem in 1343,
Galilesr “had given visual evidence that sup-
ported this: view.” Kepler “hud discovered
the elliptivity of the planetary orbits and the
lnws that govern their motione" Newtlon
drew imspiration from all these seers and in
Principia completed thelr work.

At Cambridge he had delivered the lectures
describing his optical experiments, made on o
prism he bought at Stourbridee Falr in 1666—
the discoveries which led to his theory of light,

When Newton gave up his Cambridge pro-
fessorship, hé came to five In London, and, in
1703, he was élected president of the Roval
soviety, This position he filled with sreat
proft to it until his death 24 vears later.

Hiz investigatjons into the order of Nature
deepened his reverence for Gaoed. At the hefght
if his fame he modestly snid: *To mysel{ 1
seem o hoave been as o child picking up stones
on the sea-shore and diverting myveell in now
amd then finding a smoother pelible or a prot-
tier shell than ordinary, while the great ocean
of truth lav all undiscovered before me.™

Although Newton's three great laws of
miotion are still as accurate as ever for the
purposes of our workaday world, Einstein’s
theories of relativity have altered somewhat
otr concept of the universe as a4 whole, New-
ton's lows showed the universe 1o be a vast
interlocking machine which obeyved the uni-
versal “Torce”™ of gravitation. Space was a
fixed frame of reference throigh which motion
of a heavenly body could be measured ah-
solutely, as a <hip's motion can be meisured
thtough the seq,

Einstein has shown that nething in the
universe = fixed and immovable, that the
motion of amy one body s mersly relative
to' other bodies which also ore In motion,
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James

O:u SEFTEMBER 135, 1759, General
James Walfe took Quebec from the
French General Montcalm and by his victory
insureel the supremacy of the Eng lish-speaking
race in North America, Emh ‘thlfr 1'.‘I.1'I.-I.']
Montcalm Jost their lives in that Battle, which
sume historians call the most important ever
fought on American sofl.

Born in 1727 in the villnge of Westerham,
Kent, Wolfe became a soldier before he was
fourteen; his commission as second lieutenant
in his father’s old regiment, the Marines, was
signed by George 11 in 1741, Soldiering was
in his blood. At the age of 16 he fooght at
Dettingen, where his horse was shot under
him and, as he tells us, he had “1o do the duty
of an adjutant all that and the next day, on
foot I a pair of heavy boots”

Waolfe, who was tall and slizht and had red-
dish bair, admitted that he wos “n whimsical
sort of person,”  As.a commanding officer he
wis just, although s believer in diseipline.
His nature was a mixture of method and dash,
All through his shart career he was an om-
mivorous reader of military history,  He suc-
cessiully developed a form of guerrilla warfare
in the capture of Louishurg. and smilingly ex-
plained hix tactice by saving he had learned the
tactics from the reading of Xenophon,

Unoe whet the Duke of Newcastle ran to
tell George [1 that Waolfe was mad, the king,
endoweid with shrewdness in addition to o sense
of bumor, remarked, “Mad is he? Then I hope
he will bite some of my generals.”

Cin Wolie's return to England after the cap-
tute of Louisburg, Pitt offered him the com-
manid, with the rank of major general, of the
expedition to be sent up the 5t Lawrence,
anil he selected Guy Carleton and Isane Barre
4s his chiel staff officers. Barré at the time
of the American Revolution, 20 vears later,
chumpioned the couse of the Colonies in Par-
ligment.

Wolfe salled from Spithead on February 14,
L1759, to achieve a feat that would change
the destinies of a hemizphere. Three armies
were to converge on eastern Canada, and
Wolie's part was to capture Quebiéc, a prac-
tically impregnable fortress, thanks to i
lowering position on the 5t. Lawrence, Not
only natural difficulties of great magnitude
confronted him; but, like Napoleon in Russia,
he was fighting with *General Winter," for the
st. Lawrence becomes jcebound early.

Time was the dominating factor: The weeks
passéd; Wolfe made two attempts, lul they
envded in fullure. He fell il and was despomd-
ent, As late as August 19 the omens were
unfavorable, and news of his illness spread

Wolfe (1727-39)

dismay among his men. There were even
rumors that he was dying.

“I know perfectly well vou cannol cure my
compluint,"” he said to his surgeon, “but patch
me up 50 that [ mav be able to do my duty
tor the next few davs™

On August 31 he wrote (o his mother: “ My
antagonist has wisely shut himself ufy in i
accessible entrenchments so that T can't get at
him without spilling a torrent of blood, and

that perhaps to little purpose.”

On September 9 he wrote in a dispatch to
the Government in England: “ My constitution
i entirely ruined, without the consolation of
having done any considerabile service to the
State, or without any prospect of it.”

No wonder that the dispatch cast gloom
over Whitehnll. The Duke of Newcastle
wrate, “Mr, Pitt, with reason, gives it all over,
and declares 20 publiclv.”

Without confiding in anvone, however,
Waolfe had conceived a plan, He had been
examining with a telescope the platenu behind
the city of Quebec, upsiream, and espied a
nartow path by which men could climb up the
cliffs from the river bank.

Never suspeciing that an attack Trom this
quarter wis fensible, Montealm had stationed
only i hundred men ot the post there; vet
the enterprise could hardly have heen more
risky. Wolfe had written to a colleague two
weeks belore: “My ill health hinders me from
execiting my own plan; it s of too desperate
n nature o order others o execute.”

Un September 12 he wrote (o his troops.
“The officers gnd men will remember what
their Country espects from them"—a {fore-
runner of MNelson's Trafalear messape.

In the dead of night, Wolfe led his men
stealthily up the path from L'Anse au Fou-
lon, and by zero hour on September 13 they
were drawn up on the Heights of Abraham, a
force of 4,500, remdy o give battle, The
victory was complete. but both Wolfe and
Montealm were mortally wounded.,

Wounded three times—the final bullet
pierced his breast—Waolfe was helped to the
redr by some grenadiers.  An officer, standing
by his dving leader, exclaimed, “They run! 1
protest, they run!™

Wolle murmured, “Who rm?"

“Thé entmy, Sir."" was the replv.
they give way everywhere!"

Turning on his side, Wolfe exclaimed,
Now, God be praised. T die happy!"”

Anclrew Wyeth, son of the famous illus-
trator N. U, Wyeth, painted especially for our
use his striking portrait conception of Wolfe
on the Heights of Abriham above Quebec,

1] I.I:ﬁ“ll
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William Blackstone (1723-8(0))

AM  BLACKSTONE'S  greatest
contribation o the  English-speaking
peoples is his codification of English law,;
which at the time he began his work he found
“a huge irregular pile, with many noble apart-
ments though awkwardly put together.” In
17533 he began to deliver the series of lectures
responsible for hiz syccess, and from them ulti-
mately emerged his Commentorics, undoubt-
el one of the most influential books in the
Englizh lenguage.

Blackstone's inflizence has been greater in
the, United States than in England, bécause
the book appeared st a psvchological moment
in American history, -Abraham Lincoln reail
the four volumes in 1835 and sabl: “The mare
I read. the more intensely interested | became:
never in my whole life was my mind so thos-
oughly absorbed. 1 read ountdl 1T devoured
Lhem.”

Blackstone was born in Cheapside, London.
His Wiltshire-born grandiather, an apothécary
in Newgate Streef, married the dnughter of 1

Wiltshire squire.  Blackstone's mother died
when he was twelve, and at an enrly age he
wizs sent to Charterhouse. and subzequently
to Oxford Univessity. When he was twenty,
he wis elected a fellow of All Souls—'The
College of Al Faithful Departed Souls” a
unigue  Toundation established in the reign
of Hears V to pray for the souls of those
who fell in the wars of Henry and his son
against France,

A fellow Middle Templar, Charles Viner,
hid endowed n professorship of the laows
of England st Oxford, Blacksione's chance
came when he was appointed 1o the Vinerian
professorship,  In his first lecture he declared
thut the Englishman “hetter be a stranger to
the Roman than to the FEnglish Institotions:
that the laws of England should be taaght to
all Englishmen and not merely o law stu-
ients,”

Hlackstone's lecture attracted  frmmediate
and wide attention. To the future George 111,
then Frince of Wales, they wiere read by his
mentor Lord Bute. Thev soon became well
Lnown in the American Colonjes and were
mentiongd in correspondence between John
Adams and Jonathan Sewaull,

In 1761 Blackstone marciesd  Sarah
{litherow, “with whome he passed near nine-
teen vears an the emjoyment of the purest
dumestic and comjugal fellcity.”

After his morriage he purchased Priory
Park in the pleasant little wwn of Wallingfored
ot the Thamwes, of which he had been recorder
since 174%.  His family was reared there.
Sir William does not quite fit into the setting

of an 18th-century squire. for he disliked
any formy of outdoor exercise and devoted
most of his time to reading.  Smull wonder
that he suffered from gout.

Blackstone's interest in prison teform s,
naturally, not so well known a3 his authorship
of the Commentorics. His wnce of the
law aroused in him a passionate desite to im-
prove the conditions of English prison life
Unlike the majority in his day, when there
were 200 capital offerses, he did not regard
w\*mt_-, of punishment as a deterrent of
crime, When John Howard pubilished his
famous report on prison reform, Blackstone
stromgly supporied him,

The fourth and final volume of the Com-
mentaries, which appeared in 1769, met with
the approval of George LT because Blackstons
exalted the roval premeative and “held that
the American plantations were subject o the
control of ‘Parliament,”

Blackstone has been accused by some eritics
of being ultracopservative o outlook, He was
rather a firm believer in the British Constite-
tion and “an advocate of moderate reform
based on experience.”

“The indictment of George TIT in the
Declaration of Independence iz well sup-
ported,”  writes the American  biogropher,
Pavid A, Lockmiller, “by Blackstone™s de-
scription of the rights of Englishmen, and it
wis for these rights . . . that the patriots
were contending . . . Regardless of his per-
sunnl  sentiments, he had acquainted the
Americans of their rights as Englishmen, and
the patriot leaders, apparently forgetting or
ignoring  other parts of the Conowentorivs,
asserted these rights against George 11T, and
his fumbling Ministers . . . Although the
Revolutionary ‘'War freed the United States
lrom British control, the law of England
remained to protect and to serve the people
of the new country.”

In 1924, when the American Har Association
presented to the Britizh bar i statue of Black-
stome, George W, Wickersham, chairman of
the English-Speaking Union of the United
States, made s speech which has special
meaning for us today., After relerring to the
reverence of the English-speaking peoples *“for
liberty  regulated by law,” he conclided:
“Let it" |the statue]| “stand here' [in the
Law Courts in London] “as a symbol of
that law and justice upon which rests the
entite fnbric of civil liberty, Let It stand
here as the symbol of the ties which unite
the peoples of our respective countries in
deviotion to the common ideals of Tree men

of English speech.”
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