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Introduction

R ik et S T T -

Idioms are a colourful and fascinating aspect of English. They
are commonly used in all types of language, informal and formal,
spoken and written. Your language skills will increase rapidly if
you can understand idioms and use them confidently and
correctly. One of the main problems students have with idioms
is that it is often impossible to guess the meaning of an idiom
from the words it contains. In addition, idioms often have a
stronger meaning than non-idiomatic phrases. For example,
look daggers at someone has more emphasis than look angrily
at someone, but they mean the same thing. Idioms may also
suggest a particular attitude of the person using them, for
example disapproval, humour, exasperation or admiration, so
you must use them carefully.

The Cambridge International Dictionary of Idioms explains the
meaning and use of around 7,000 idioms in a clear and helpful
way. It is a truly international dictionary: it covers current British,
American and Australian idioms.

It includes:

» traditional idioms (e.g. turn a blind eye to sth, throw the
baby out with the bathwater)

* idiomatic compounds {(e.g. fall guy, turkey shoot)

» similes and comparisons {e.g. as dull as ditchwater, swear like
a trooper)

= exclamations and sayings (e.g. Bully for you!, Over my dead
body!)

» dlichés (e.g. all part of life’s rich tapestry, There's many a true
word spoken in jest.)

The definitions are clear and precise. They have been written
using a carefully controlled defining vocabulary of under 2, 000
words. Every idiom is illustrated with examples based on
sentences from the Cambridge International Corpus. This means
that all of the examples reflect natural written and spoken
English. Information about grammar is shown clearly, without
complicated grammar codes. The origins of idiormns are explained,
where appropriate, to help understanding.



In addition, there are theme panels showing idioms grouped
according to their meaning or function. There are also
photocopiable exercises at the back of the dictionary. This
dictionary aims to help you not only as a comprehensive
reference book but also as a valuable learning aid.
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How to use this dictionary
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Finding an idiom

Where do you look?

The best way to search for an idiom is to lock in the index at the back of the dictionary. You can
look under any important word in the idiom to find out where the entry for that idiom is. The
keyword (the word where you will find the entry) is shown in dark type:

take pot luck {pot is the keyword, so the entry is at ‘pot”)
give someone a taste of their own medicine  (medicine is the keyword, so the entry is at
‘medicine’)
acid
Each entry is listed under a keyword. The an acld test
keyword is shown in dark type in the index. a test which will really prove the value,

guality, or truth of something = The new
show was well recefved bul viewing
figures for the next episode will be the real
acid test.

Idioms are not usually listed in the index under words like ‘a’, “the’, ‘all’, ‘these’, ‘where’ or ‘no’,
except when the whole idiom is made of such words, e.g. be all in, be out of it.

Words are listed in the index in the same form as they appear in the idiom, For instance, look up
‘pushing up the daisies’ at "pushing’ or ‘daisies’, not "push’ or 'daisy’.

When there are several idioms listed under one keyword, the entries are ordered as follows:

 entries beginning with the keyward

* entries beginning with ‘a'+ keyword

* entries beginning with 'the’ + keyword

¢ all other entries in alphabetical order of the words they begin with
For example, the entries under the keyword ‘tongue’ are ordered like this:

tongue in cheek

tongue-in-cheek

a tongue-lashing

bite your tongue

find your tongue

get your tongue round/around sth

hold your tongue

loosen your tongue

trip off the tongue

Where British and American idioms have different spellings, e.g. take centre stage (British)/take
center stage (Amenican), the idiom Is at the British keyword, but you can look up the American
spelling in the index 1o find out where it is.
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{ paint the town red | informal
| This Is the basic form of the idlom. I/I % g0 out and enjoy Yo If in the

evening, often drinking a lot of alcohol
and dancing = Jock finished his exams
today so he's gone off to paint the town red
with his friends.

Many idioms have different possible forms. putistick the knife In|British &

When that difference is just in one word, it is :
shown like this. AAyEiian, W

to do or say something unpleasant to
someone in an unkind way « ‘Noone in
the office likes you, you know, Tim,’ she
sald, putting the knife in. » The reviewer
Srom The Times really stuck the knife in,
calling it the worst play he'd seen in years.

raise (sb's) hackles

make (sb's) hackles rise
to annoy someone £> Hackles are the halrs
on the back of a dog’s neck which stand up
when it is angry. » The politictan’s frank
ingerview may have raised hackles in his
party » The mouic's pro-war message made
many people's hackles rise.

When the difference is more than one word, -i
the alternative forms are shown on different |

Woras in brackets can be omitted, and the

meaning will be the same. have had It [up to ormal
to be so angry about something that you
do not want to continue with it or even
think about it any more » ["'ve had it/
From now on they can clear up their own
mess. = (often + with) I've had it up to here
with lawyers!

idioms with different forms in British, American
or Austrahan are shown on separate lines. There
is a list of regional labels on page xv.,

blow a raspberry British & Australlan,|
informal { |

give a raspberry American, Informal)
to make 8 rude noise by putting your
tongue between your lips and blowing
= (often + at) A boy of no more than six
appeared, blew a raspberry at me and
thenran away

If an idiom ls formal, informal, old-fashioned,
etc., this is shown with a label. There is a list
of register labels on page xv.

to enjoy yourself by doing things like golng
to parties or dances » We're going out on
the razzle on New Year's Eve - do you fancy
coming?



“sb’ means ‘somebody’. It can be replaced by giﬂﬁqﬂ“ push

am'snmorby 'l'lin'u"l'vlr}'yow‘thernf _1‘7&!1’?3’1 &' Mﬂmim, informal to end
s someone’s employment « Affer nwendy

years’ loyal service, they gave her the
push.

‘sth’ means ‘something’. It can be replaced m@m
by a non-human object. to not take action to change something

vrong or unpleasant « Don't panic about
tow sales. Let it ride for a while till we see if
business plcks up.

‘your' can be replaced by hsherfthelourimy. ||  Plowdyouristackitop informat
]' > o " to suddenly become very augry ¢ My

mother blew her top when she saw the
mess we'd made in the kitchen.

‘swh’ means ‘somewhere’. It can be replaced | __be fresh. British
by the name of a place. __be fresh out of swh Amwerican &
Australian

to have just finished education or
training in a particular school or college
and not have much experience « Our
course is taught by a young professor fresh
out of law school.

without fail
~{1]if something happens without fail, it
always happens = Every Tuesday
afternoon, without fail, Helga went o visit

Some idioms have more than one possible
meaning. In such cascs, the different
meanings are numbered.

emphasize that something will bedone or
will happen * “You will meet me at the
elrport, won't you?" "Dor’t worry, I'll be
there without fail "

Sub-entries

Sometimes idioms have a basic form but are
often found in slightly different constructions.
If they are comman, these different
constructions are shown in sub-entries.

have your head in the clouds
to not know what is really happening
around you becauvse you are paylng too
much attention to your own ideas » He'san
academic. They ve all got their heads in the

as usua! when ke tripped over a paving
stone.
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catchsb's eye

1 to be noticed by someone because you are
looking at them o She lit a cigarette while
ke tried to catch the waiter's eye.

2 to be attractive or different enough to be
noticed by people * There were lots of
dresses to choose from, but none of them
really caught my eye.
eye-catching = There is an eye-catching|
mured in the hedl |

Sometimes different parts of specch con be

formed from the basic idiom. In this case, the
main form is a verb phrase and the sub-entry
is an adjective.

strike a blow for sth/sb
to do something to suppott an idea or to
change a situation to something which
vou belleve is good  He claims to be
striking a blow for gender equality by
employing an equal number of men and
women. » This latest agreement will strike
a blow for free trade within the EU

strike a blow against/at|sth/sh
= The court's decision strikes a blow ageinst
rmanority rights.

! Opposites are shown as sub-entries.

The definitions

at the top of your volce

1if someonc says sormeot hing at the top oq
tht.-lr woice, they say it as loudly as they |
can’ ‘Stop it Nathan!' she shouted af the

All definitions use simple words to make
them easy to understand.

top of her votce.

Defin itions show the most typical range of Qg F 41 _

objects for an idiom. ____if vou are on top of a situation,you are
dealing with it sucoessfully » Wi had a lotof

roork Lo do, but I think we're on top of it nowi

see eye to eye

Definitions show the typical range of WEWO peopleses eye to eye, they agree with
subjects for an idiom. - each other « (often negative; often + with)
He'sasked for a transfer because hedoesn't

seeeye toeve with the new manager.

For adjectival idioms, the definition explains | 98y-to-day
‘ what the idiom usually describes. | a day-to-dayfactivitylis one of the things
you have to do every day usually as part of

your work = (alwavs before noun) It s Sheila
eehn's responsible for the day-to-day runaing
of the school.




The emaotions ar attitude of the person using |  On yer blkel British & Australian, very
the idiom are explained in the definition. informal

an Impolite way of telling someone to gol
awayle ‘Can you lend me some money?” ‘On
yer bike, mate!’

| Individual words in the idioms are explained | an eager beaver

| when this helps to understand the meaning someone who works very hard and is eager
of the idiom. todothings £> A beaver is a small animal
which people traditionally believe to be

ha.rﬂmkmg.r; Who's the enger beaver who
came in al the weekend to finich this work off?

The histery of idioms is explained when this be in the doldrums

helps to understand the meaning of the 1 ifa business, aneconomy or a person’s job
idiom. is in the doldrums, it is not very successful
and nothing new is happening in it £5[The]

doldrums was the name for an area of sea!
where ships were not able to move because |

there was no wind. |
Examples
: e 3 put a bomb under sth/sh British &
- Examples show how idioms are used in Assrvaliors

‘ ot AL Wi if you want to put a bomb under & person

or an organization, you want to make them

do things faster «I'd like to put a bomb|
under those solicitors.|

. . blow-by-blow
Very common collocations are shown in dark
Wﬂ- ; t o a blow-by-blow description of an event ghves
very detall of how it happened = She gave

me tiblow-by-blow accountlof her car
crash.

Grammar

The basic grammatical structure of an idiom is shown in its entrny:

L be man enough 16 do sth]
Thisidiom is followed by an infinitive. to be brave enough to do something » He
was man enough to admil he had made a

mistake.

[ ‘be on the brink of doingsth|
iThis idiom is followed by an -ing form. to be likely to do samething very soon » The
club’s manager dismissed reporis that he

was on the brink of buying Feter Beardslex
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"} /itie yourself (up) in knots|
to very confused or worried when
you are Lrylng to make a decision or solve

a problem

| s an e l pushing
This idiom is alkways used in continuous tenses. {be e (ﬂﬁlm
to be dead = It won't gffect me arpyway. I'll

be pushing up the daisies long before it

‘Thisi-dinmis always refiexive.

Idioms which are whole sertences start with
a capital letter and end with a full stop or
other punctuation,

something that you say to someone who is
being silly to tell them to behave In a more
scrious way = Oh, act your age, Chris! You
can’t expect (o have your own way all the
time.

This idiom is always used in negative not look a horse in the m!‘.'ﬂ!]

sentences. ifsomeonc tells you not te look a gift horse
in the mouth, they mean that you should
not criticize or feel doubt about something
good that has been offered to you = Okay,
it’s not the job of your dreams but it pays
£good money. I'd be inclined not to look a gift
horse inthemouth if I were you,

Common grammatical features are labelled at exampies which demonstrate them:

This idiom is often followed by the & ¥ich Sasve foratd
itlon *of". a subject which provides a lot of
unities for people to discuss, write
about or make jokes -@;ﬂm*-d}

Both wars have provided & rich seam of
drama for playwrights and noveltsts alike.

not have the faintest (idea)

to have no knowledge of or no Information
ut something * ‘Do you know where
Anna is? T haven't the fainzest."s|(often + |
|question word)[Thaven' the Jaintest Idea

what you're talking about.

This idiom is often followed by a question
ward.

— get a move on informal
This idiom is often an order. to hurry *}often an order) Get a move on,

# man! Wedon't have ali day.
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This idiom is usually used in a passive __bring sb to book British & Australian
construction, to punish someone 4%% pass iA
crime has been commi whoever is

responsible must be brought to book.

This adjectival idiom is always used before I up-and-coming
th:::uun ndﬁalmﬁm bwmnmgmoremﬂmmsuccmmlma
'  ej(always before noun) She founded a

summer school for wup-and<coming
musicians.

Figurative meanings

Some keywords have groups of idioms which Knife is used in the following phrases
all use the same figuratlve meaning of the —] connected with unpleasant behaviour
keyword. In such cases, a note explains the
figurative meaning and all the idloms which | have your knife into sb Brifish &
follow it have that meaning. Australian, informal
to try to cause problems for someonc
because you do not like them * Mike's had
his knife into me ever since he found out I
was seeing his ex-girlfriend.
put/stick the knife in Brirish &
Australian, informal
to do or say something unpleasant to
someone in an unkind way « ‘No one in the
office likes you, you know, Tim,’ she said,
putting the Enife in.  The reviewer from
The Times really stuck the knife in, calling
it the worst play he'd seen in years.
turn/twist the knife
to do or say something unpleasant which
makes someone who is already upset feel
worse » Houing made the poor giri cr, ke
twisted the krife by saying she was weak
and unable to cope with pressure.
a turn/twist of the knife » I never loved
you,"she sald, uath a final twist of the knife.

Common idioms

Idioms which are highlighted are very
common and useful for learners of English to
learn.

not have a due En,maf




Regional labels
e

American

mainly British

mainly American

Register labels

informai

very informal

old-fashioned

literary

this idiom is only used in Rritish English
this idom Is only used In American English
this iciom is only used in Australian English
this idiom is mainly used in British English

this ichom is mainly used in American English

idioms which are used with friends and family or peopie you know in
relaxed situations

idhorns which are used in a serious or polite way, for example in business
documents, serious newspapers and books, lectures, news broadcasts, etc

idioms which are used in a very infarmal or not very polite way, often
between members of a particular social group

idiaoms which are still used but sound old-fashioned

idioms which are likely to offend people and are not used in formal
situations

idioms which are Intended to make people laugh

idioms which are mainly used in literature
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fromAtoZ
including all the facts about a subject
» This book tells the story of Diana’s life
Jrom Ato E.

getigofromAtoB
to travel from one place to another place
» When I'm trevelling. I try to work ot the
quickest way of petting fromAto B,

about-face

an about-face /nalnly American ¥
a sudden and complete change of
someone's ideas, plans, or actions » In an
aboutface on the morning of his trial, the
accused changed his plea fo gullty. » Both
papers did an about-face and published
a condermmarion of his actions.

above

above and beyond sth

more than » The support given to us by the
police was above and bevond what we
could have expecred. » She doesn’t receive
ary extre money, above and beyond what
she's paid by the council. » The number of
hours she puts Into her fob is definitely
above and beyond the call of dury.
(= more than is expected of her)

absence

Absence makes the heart grow fonder.
something that you say which means
being apart from someone that you love
makes vou love them even more « Nfy
bovfriend’s going to South America and I
won't see him for six months." Ah well,
absence makes the heart grow fonder”

accident

an accident walting to happen
a very dangerous situation in which an
accident is very likely » The speed that

people drive along this road, #'s an
accident waitfing to happen.

(whether) by accident or design
whether intended to be this way or not
» The system, whether by accident or
design, benefits people who live in the
cities more than people who live in the
country.

more by accident than (by) design
because of luck and not because of skill
= [ kicked the ball and, more by accident
than design, it found its way into the net.

accidentally

accidentally on purpose humorous
if you do something accldentally on
purpose, you intend to do it but you
pretend that It was an accldent = f [,
accidentally vn purpose, forget (o bring
her address with us, we won't be able to
visit her after all,

accidents

accidents will happen
something that you say in order to make
someone feel less guilty when they have
just damaged something that does not
belong to them « Oh well, accldents will
hoppen. I can always buy another bowl.

accord

of your own accord
if you do something of your own accord,
you do it without being asked to do it
» She Igft of her own accord. I didn’t tell
frer 1o go.

account

be brought/called to account formal
to be forced to explain something you did
wrong, end usually to be pumished
= What concerns us rmost is thot the people
responsible for the violence should be
brought to account.

on sb's account
if you do something on someone's
account, you do it because of that person
» Don’t cook anything special on my
account. I'm nol even very hungr.

on your own account
if vou do something on your own
account, you do it by yourself or for
yourself o ] decided to ask a few guestions
abouwt the accident on my 0ln GCCOUTH.



accounting

on no account must/should st do sth
Jormal

if you tell somecne that on no account
must they do something, you mean that
they must never, for any reason do that
thing « On no account must the contents of
this document be shoun fo any other

person.

accounting

There’s no accounting for taste!
something that you say when vou cannot
understand why someone likes
something or someone » 7 love having a
cold shower before breakfast.” ‘Well,
there’s no accounting for taste!"

An ace is a playing card which usually
has the highest value in a game and
which vou need to win. It is used in the
followlng phrases connected with
achloving success.

an ace in the hole Amerigan

an advantage that you have that other
people do not know about « The local
team has an ace in the hole with their new
pilayer;

come within an ace of sth/doingsth

to almost achieve something * Linford
Christie came within an ace of the world
indoor record for the 100m last night.

be within an ace of sthv/doing sth = Her
ambition to siar in a musical is within an
ace ¢f being (= is almost) fulfilled
Jollowing talks with a West End producer:
have an ace up your sleeve

to have an advantage that other people do
not know about » The nete game show has

an ace up is sleeve, It will allow viewers to
play from home and win prizes.

play your ace
to do the thing that you know will bring
you success » The prosecutor played her
ace, the results of the DNA tests on
samples taken from the victim’s clothing.

have/hold all the aces
to be in a strong position when you are
competing with someone else, because
vou have all the advantages » In the
bartle berween road builders and
environmentallsts, the road bullders seem
to hold all the aces.

Achilles

an Achilles’ heel

a small fault in & person or system which
might cause them to fail £3 Achilles was
a man in Greek mythology (= an ancient
set of storics) who was killed when he
was Injured on the heel, This was the
only part of his body where he could be
harmed. » As a team they're strong on
attack but they have a weak defence that
might prove to be their Achilles’ heel

acid

an acld test
a test which will really prove the value,
guality. or truth of something » The new
show was well received but viewing
figures for the next episode will be the real
acld test.

act

a balancingjuagling act
a difficult situation in which you try to
achieve several different things at the
same time = f#'s so exhausting having to
perform the balancing act befiveen work
and family. » Keeping both sides in the
dispute happy was 6 difficult juggling act
which reguired an extraordinary degrev of
diplomacy.

be a harditough act to foilow
to be so good it is not likely that anyone or
anything elsc that comes after will be as
good « Last year's thrilling Super Bowl,
when the New York Grants beal the



Buffalo Bifls 20.19 will be a hard act to
Jollow. » The new Chairman knows his
predecessor is a tough act to follow,
catch sb inthe act >

to discover someone doing something
wrong = I was trying to clear up the mess
on the carpet before anyone noticed 1t but
Isobel came in and caught me in the act.

clean up vour act informal
to stop doing things that other people do
not approve of and start to behave in a
more acceptable way o There's o very
sirong anil press feeling at the moment. A
lot of people think it’s time they cleaned up
their act.

action

put sth out of action = The freezing
weather has put many trains out of achion,
2 II' someone who plays sport is out of
action, they are injured and cannot play
» Towers is out of action with a broken
wrist.
put sb out of action A bad fall put him
out of action for 2 months.

a pleceislice of the action 7/ormal
being involved in something successful
that someone else started » Now research
has proved that the new drug is effective,
everyons wantsa piece of the action.

actions

Actions speak louder than words.
something that you say which means that
what you do ismore important than what
you say « Of course the government have
made all sorts of promises but as we all
Enow, actions speak louder than words.

Adam

not know sb from Adam
to have nover met someone ahd not know
anything about them » Why should I lend
kim money? Idon't know him from Adam,

ad hoc

ad hoc

an ad hoc orgsnization or process is not
planned but is formed or arranged when
it is necessary for a particular purpose
» Anad hoc group of 75 parents is leading
the protest to demand the resignation of
the headteacher. » He doesn't charge a set
amount for his work but negotiates fees an
an ad hoc basis.

ad infinitum

ad Infinitum
If something happens or continues ad
infinitum, it happens again and again in
the same way, or it continues forever
* The TV stalion just shows repeats of old
comedy programmes ad mfinitum, » Her
list of complaints werd on and on ad
infinttum.

ad nauseam

ad nauseam
if somcone discusses somcthing ad
nausecam, they talk about it so much that
it becomes very horing o She talks ad
nausean about how brilliand her children

ore

ado -

a lot of trouble and excitement about
something which is not imporiant
£> Much Ado about Nothing 1s the title of
a famous play by Shakespeare. » People
fiave been gefting very upset abowut the
seating arrangements for the Christmas
dinner; but as far as F'm concerned it's all
much ado about nothing,



afraid 4

without further/more ado
without any delay ¢ And so, without
further ado, let me introduce you o
tonight'’s speaker.

afraid

be afraid of vour own shadow
to be extremely nervous and easily
frightened » She's alwways having panic
artacks, she’s the kind of person who's
afraid of her own shadout

age

Act your age!
something that you say o someone who
is being silly to tell them to behave in a
more serious way ¢ Oh, act your age,
Chris! You can’t expect to have your own
way all the time.

come of age slightly formal

1 to reach the age when you are an adult
and are legally responsible for wour
behaviour « So what of all the fifty-
thousand youngsters who come of age this
spring? Who will they be voting for?

2 something or someone that has come of
age has reached full, successful
development «  Afler years of
sophisticated mimicry, Japanese design
has come of age.

agenda

An agenda is a list of subjects to be
discussed at a meeting. Agenda is used
in the following phrases connected
with discussing or achieving
something.

at the top of the/sh's agenda

high on the/sh's agenda
if a subject or plan is at the top of
someone’s agenda, it is the most
important thing they want to dlscuss or
deal with = The government has put
education at the top of its agenda, » When
the schoolteachers meet, classroom
violence will be high or: the agende. (= one
of the most important subjects fo
discuss)

a hidden agenda
areason for doing something that you are
hiding by pretending that you have a

different reason » He stressed that the
review was to ldentlfy staffing needs and
there was no hidden agenda to cut jobs.

on the/sh's agenda
if a subject, plan, or activity is on the
agenda, people are willing to talk about
it, or to try to make it happen » He made if
clear that strike action was not on the
agenda
orrosire off the/sb's agenda « Forelgn
travel s of) the agenda (= not golng to
happen) until we've gl some money
together

set the agenda
to decide what subjects other people
should discuss and deal with, often in a
way which shows that you have more
authority than them = Opposition parties
have managed to set the agenda during
this election by emphasizing the public’s
fear of crime,

agony

pile on the agony British & Australian,
informal
to try to get sympathy from other people
by making your problems seem worse
than thev really are ¢ {(usually in
continuous tenses) He was really piling
on the agony, saying he was heart-broken
and hadn't got arything left to live for:

aid

What's sth in aid of 7 British & Australian,
informal
something that you say when you want to
know why someone has done something
* ] heard the showuting from the other side
of the building. What was that in aid of?
= A present! Whats this inoeid of 7

alde-mémolire

an aide-mémolre formal
a piece of writing or a picture that helps
you to remember something = I wrife
notes to myself end put them on the board.
Tt serves as an oide-mémaotre.

"
amwr

be floating/walking on air
to be very happy and excited because
something very pleasant has happened to



you = When the doctor told me I'ieas going
fo have a baby, I was walking on alr

be in the air

1 if & feeling, especially excitement, is in
the air, everyone is feeling it at the same
time o There was excitement in the air as
people gathered in the main square to hear
the proclamation.

2 to be going to happen very soon » The
daffodils are In flower and spring is
definitely in the air « I got the feeling thal
change is in the cir.

pluck sth out of the air
if you pluck a number out of the air, you
sav any number and not one that is the
result of careful calculation » That figure
of eighty thousend pounds Isn't
something we've just plucked out of the
air We've done a detailed costing of the
project,

airs

airs and graces
false ways of behaving that are intended
to make other pcople feel that you are
important and belong o a high social
class « The other children started calling
her ‘princess’ because of her airs and
graces.  jt’s no good putting on alrs and
graces with me. 1 knew you when you toere
working in a shop! » Look at you giving
yourself alrs and graces - think you're
betier than us, do you?

airy-fairy

airy-falry British, informal
not practical or not useful In real
situations » She's talking abour selling
her house and buying an old castle (n
Ireland. It all sounds a bit airy-fairy to me.

a la carte

a la carte
if you eata la calte, you choose each dish
from a separate list instead of eating a
fixed combination of dishes at a fixed
price * I don't know whether to have the
sed menuor go 6 la carte.
A lacarte = I'm fust going to pick o starter
and a main course from the a la carteé
meriii.

Aladdin

an Aladdin's cave Brifish
a place that contains many interestingor
valuable objects « (often - of) Wefound a
shop that was a real Aladdin’s cave of
beautlful antigues.

a la mode

& la mode
fashionable = Veluet trousersared la mode
this season.

alarm

set (the) alarm bells ringing
if something sets alarm bells ringing, it
makes you feel worried because it is 2
sign that there may be a problem
* Symploms which should set alarm bells
ringing are often ighored by doctors.
ring/sound alarm bells * The huge vote
Jor fascist candidates should ring alarm
bells (= cause people to worry) across
Europe.
alarm bells start to ring = Alarm bells
started toring (= I became worried) when
I found cut that he still lived with his
maother:

albatross

albatross around/round your neck

literary

something that you have done or are
connected with that keeps eausing you
problems &nd stops you from being
successfil £> An albatross is a large
white bird. In the poem 7he Rime ¢f the
Anclent Mariner, by Samuel Tavlor
Colerldge, 2 man on a ship kills an
albatross which is then hung round his
neck to show that he has brought bad
luck, = The company that ke founded in
1883 is now an albatross around his neck,
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making losses of several hundreds of
thousands a year.

alert

be on fullired alert
If soldiers are on full alert, they know
that a situation is dangerous and are
prepared to act immediately if necessary
o The British flagship in the area went to
battle stations and remained on full alert
Sfor tioenty minutes.
be put on fullired alert = The army was
put on red alert as the peace talks began to
break down.

al fresco

al fresco
outside * We ale al firesco under the olive

trees. » An al fresco performance of The
Tempest was the highlight of our visit.

alive

be alive and kicking
to continue to live or exist and be full of
enecrgy * Shesaid she'd seen ham last week
and he was alive and kicking. » Theatre in
Madrid is alive and kicking.

be alive and well
to continue to be popular or successful
o Despite rumours to the contrary
Jeminism s altve and well. = (often + and
doing sth) Quadrophonic sound is alive
and well and making money for is
invenior

be alive with sth
to be covered with or full of something
that is moving « Don’t sit there - the grass
Is allve with ants.

eat sb alive
to eriticize someone very angrily « If we
get our fucts wrong we'll be eaten alive by
the press.

skin sb alive

to punish somcone very scvercly
» Sharon will skinme allee lf I'm late,

all or nothing
completely or not at all » [f she can’t be
the best she won't even compete. It's all or
nothing with her. » Tom has an all or
nothing approach (o velationships.

all told
in total » There were 550 people there, all
told.

be all In old-fashioned
to be very tired and unable to do any
more » I've had six children to look afler
today and 'm all in.

be all over ah
to touch and kiss someone sexually again
and again in a public gituation » fe was
all over her al the party last night.
» (humorowus) It was disgusting, ke wasall
over her Iike a rash.

be all over the shop Britlsh, informal

be all over the lot American, informal

1 to be scattered in a lot of different places
» Whar have you been doing with your
clothes? Theyre all over the shop!

2 to be confused and badly organized « ['ve
been so untmpressed by their campuign.
They're all over the shop. « How can [ tefl
what'’s the best deal when lending rates
are ali over the lot?

be all sweetness and light
to be very plessant snd friendly
especially when other people are not
expecting you 1o be [ was expecting her
to be in a foul mood but she was all
sweetness and light.
all is sweetness and light If all is
sweetness and light, evervone is being
friendly and pleasant with each other
especially when this was not expected
e They had o furious argument last night
but this morning all was sweeiniess and
Ligzhe.

not be all there informal
to be slightly craxy » Some of the things
she said made me think she's not gquite all
there.

be all very well

be all weil and good
if vou say that something is all very well,
you mean that although i is pood in some
ways, it is bad in some ways too « (usually



+ but) Blectric heating {s all very weli, but
what happens if there’s a power cul?

be as [fast/hot/thin etc.] as all get out
American & Australian, informal
to be extremely fast, hot. thinetc. » flesa
terrific runner - as fast as all get out.
be [faster/hotter/thinner etc] than all
get out « It's hotter than all get out
(= extremely hot) in here.

for all £b cares informal
if you say that someone can do
something unpleasant for all you care,
you mean that you donot care about what
happens to them » She can go o hell for
all Icare.

for all sb knows informal
if you sav that a situation could be true
for all you know, you are emphasizing
that you do not know anything about it
o Heidi could be married with ten children
for all I know! We haven’t spoken for
years.

give your all
to do everything you can in order to
achieve something « You've really got to
glveyour all in the championships.

give it your all
to do everything you can in order to
achieve sumething » I wan! the job badly
and I'm prepared to give it my ali.

go all out

to use all your effort and energy to
achieve something * (often + to do sth)
They went all out to make the parly o
success. » (often + for) The team is going
all out for victory

all-out ¢ (always hefore noun) We made
an all-out effort to finish decorating the
kall by the end of the weekend.

it's all (that) sb can do to do 5th
if it's all someone can do to do
something, they just manage w do it
although 1t is difficult » It was all [ could
do to stop myself screaming with pain.

Its all the same to me. Brifish, American
& Australian

it's all one to me. Australian
something thar you say when it is not
jmportant to you what happens ¢ "Would

alma mater

you prefer to go out for a meal or eat in?’
‘It’s all the same to me.”

That’s sb all over! informal
something that you say when you are
talking about something bad that
someone has done and you want to say
that it is typical of their character » She'’s
always complaining. That's Claire oll
over

That's all she wrotel American, informal
something that vou say when something
hag come to an end and there ig nothing
move that you can say about it « We went
o rolce - once 1o the movies and once to @
restaurant and thot’s all she wrote.

to cap/crownltop it all
something that you say when you want to
tell someonce the worst event in a series of
bad events that has happened to you « He
spilled red wine on the carpet, insulted my
mother, and w cap It all, broke my
Javourite vase.

alley

be (right) up sb's alley informal

be (right) down sb's alley American &
Australian, informal
If something is right up someone's alley,
it is exactly the type of thing that they
know abour or like to do » The job should
be right up Steve’s alley - working with
computers, suftware and stu/f

all-rounder

an all-rounder British & Australlan
someone who is good at many different
things, espectally In sport = The most
recent member of the England team IS a
good all-rounder

all-singing

all-singing. all-dandng humorous
very modern and technically advanced
s She showed us the neic all-singing, all-
dancing graphics software she'd bought
Jor her comptiter:

alma mater

your alma mater formal
the school, college, or unlversity where
vou studied  She has been offered the
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position of professor of infernational
economic policy at Princeton, her almuo
malter

the alma mater American
official song of a school, college, or
university « We ended our class reunion
by singing the alima mater:

alone

go it alone
to do something by yourself and without
help from other people  Honda has
chosen to go it alone rather than set up a
Joint venture with an American partner.

leave/let well alone British, American &
Australian

leave/let well enough alone American
to leave something the way it is, because
trying to improve it might make it worse
» [n cases of back trouble, Ut's difficult to
know whether to operate or leave well
alone. » I'm not doing any more on that
palnting - it's time to let well enough
alone.

altogether

In the altogether humorous
naked « He was just standing there in the
altogether

amber

an amber gambler British, informal
someone who drives very fast past the
lights that control traffic when the signal
is about to tell them to stop * She'’s an
impatient driver -~ a bit of an amber
gambier:

ambulance

an ambulance chaser informal
a lawyer wha finds work by persuvading
people who have been hurt In accidents
to ask for money from the person who
Injured them » He was a notorious
ambulance chaser, He made millions outof
other people’s misfortunes,

Amerlcan

be as American as apple ple
to be typically American  Country and
western music lsas American asapple pie.

amiss

not go amiss British, American &
Australlan, informat

not come amiss British & Australian,
informal
if something would not go amiss, it
would be useful and might help to
improve a situation = (usually in
conditional tenses) A word of apology
would not go amiss. = Some extra helpers
never come amiss.

amour propre

amour propre formal
the good feelings and respect you have for

yourself » The critics' negative reaction to
his first novel wounded his amour propre.

another

live to fight another day
to lase a fight or competition but not be
completely defeated and therefore be able
w try again in the future » The antl-
pollution campaigners lost the debate but
lived to fight another day.

answer

sh's answer to sb/sth
someone or something that is just as good
as a more famous person or thing in the
place where it comes from » The Kennedy
clan was America’s answer to the roval
Jamiliesof Europe.

the answer to =b's prayers

saineone or something that someone has

needed very much for a long time » A new

supermarket delivery service was ihe

answer (o my prayers.

ante

raise/up the ante

to increase your demands or to increase
the risks Im a situation, in order to
achieve a better result £> The ante is an
amount of money that must be paid in
card games before each part of the game
can comtinue. » The government hos
upped the ante by refusing  negotiate
until a ceaseftre has been agreed.



ants

have ants In your pants humorous
tonot be able to keep still because you are
very exclted or worried about something
» She’s got ants in her pants because she's
Eoing to aparty tonight,

anybody

anybody who is anybody humorous
if anybody who Is anvbody is doing
something, all the most famous and
important people are deing that thing
» Anybody who is anybody will be at the
Queen's birthday celebrations.

ape"-f.:'\'
go ape informal
go apeshit taboo

to become very angry « Vicky'll go ape
when she sees this mess.

apology

be an apology for sth Aumorous
to be a very bad example of something
= That old thing is an apology for a car;

appearances

keep up appearances
to hide your personal or financial
problems from other people by
continuing to live and bebave in the same
way that you did in the past « Simply
keeping up appearances was stretching
their resources to the limit.

appetite

whet sb’s appetite
if an experience whets someone’s
appetite for something, it makes them
want more of it « That first fiying lesson
whetted her appetite. = (often - for) Idid a
short course last year, and It's whetted my
appetite for study.

apple

An apple a day keeps the doctor away.
old-fashioned
something that yvou say which means
eating an apple every day will keep you
healthy  Iff ‘an apple a day keeps the
doctor oway,” then why have I got this
terrible cold?

apples

the apple of cb's eye
the person who someone loves most and
is very proud of » His youngest son was
the apple of hiseye.

a bad/rotten apple
one bad person in a group of people who
are good » You Il find the occasional rotien
apple inevery organization,

applecart

upset the applecart
to cause trouble, especially by spoiling
someone's plans « I'don’t want o upset the
applecart now by asking you to change the
date for the meeting.

apple-pie

be in apple-pie order
to be very Lidy and in good order » Wendy
kept all her belongings in apple-pie order

apples

apples and oranges American
if two people or things arc apples and
oranges, they are completely different
= You can't compare inner city schools and
schools in the suburbs - they 're apples and
oranges.

How do you like them apples!

1 American & Australion, informal
something that you say when you want
soneone to know how  clever or
successful vou are, especially when ¥ou
have done something better than they
have » You know that girl we were talking
to last night — with the long blond hair?
Well, I got her number. How do you like
them apples!

2 American & Australian, informai
something that you say to show you are
surprised or disappointed by something
that has happened * So Marilyn has
movted to Florida? Well, how do you ltke
them appies!

she’ll be apples. Australian, informal

She’s apples. Australian, informal
something that you say in order to tell
someone that they do not need to worry
and that everything will happen as it
should = ‘Whar If i rains for the
wedding?""Don't worry, she'll be apples.”’



aprés-ski

aprés-ski

aprés-ski
the social activities that take place in the
evening at hotels and restaurants in
towns where people go to ski o If it'’s
apres-ski you're qfter; this town with kts
hundred or so bars s the resort for you.
* Bars and dancing are among the aprés-
ski activities for the adulls.

a priori

a priori formal
accepted without being thought about or
questioned » The existence of God is @
priori for most people with a religious
Saith. = In a court of law a priori
assumptions about gullt and innocence
can be dangerous.

argy-bargy

argy-bargy British, informal
loud arguments » [id you hear all that
argy-bargy outside the Kingston Arms
last night?

ark

The ark is a large wooden ship in a
story from the Bible. It is used in the
following phrases connected with
things that are old or old-fashioned.

be out of the ark British & Australian
to be very oldfashioned « My granny’s
hat was straight out of the ark.

went/had gone out with the ark British
& Australlan, humorous
if an object or method went out with the
ark, it is not nsed any move « These old
manual printing presses went out with the
ark - everything’s computerized these
days.

chance your arm British & Australian,
informat
to take a risk in order to get something
that you want ¢ Aren’t you chancing your
arm o bit giving up a secure job to start a
business?

cost (sb) an arm and a leg informal
to be very expensive » These opern tickets
costusanarmoand a fog!

hold/keep sh at arm’s length
to not allow someone 0 become oo
friendly with you » Ialwways had the feeling
she was keeping me atarm's length.

put the arm on sb American, informal
to try to force someone to do something
o If hie won't poy up, we'll get Rick to put
the arm on him.

twist cb’s arm
to persuade someone to do something
that they do not want to do = He might
help us with the patnting if you twist his
arm. = (humorous) 'Have a cream cake?'
"Oh, go on then, i you twist my arm."

armed

be armed to the teeth
if a person or a country is armed to the
teeth, they have many wespons » We
walked past a group of soldiers, armed to
the teeth.

armpit

be the armpit of the world/universe
humorous
to be a very unpleasant and often dirty
place = For some people it's an excifing,
blg city - for others it's the armpit of the
universe,

arms

be up in arms
to be very angry « (often + about) The
Studerts are up in arms abowt (he
standard of teaching af the college.
» (often + over) Local traders are up in
arms over the effect of the new parking
regulations on their businesses.

around

have boen around (a bit) In/ormal
if somconc has been around. they have
had a lot of experience of life and know a
lot of things » She’s been around a bit -
she should know how to look after herself

arse about face British & Australian, very
informal
if something is arse about face, It is
placed or arranged the opposite way to
the way it should be » No wonder it
doesn’t look right, mate, you've got the
whole frame in arse about face.
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arse over tip British, very informal

arse over tit British & Australian, very
informal
if vou go arse over tip. you turn upside
down with your feet above your head » He
put on the front brake too hard and went
arse over tip over the handlebars.

be (right) up sb’s arse British, very
tnformai
to be driving too close to the car in front
of you # That police car's been up my arse
since we left London.

kissflick sb's arse British & Australian,
Laboo
to try too hard to please someone and to
agree with everything they say, in A way
which other people find unpleasant  I'm
not interested in promotion If you have to
Hick the boss's arsero get it
arse-licker/kisser British & Australion,
faboo « He surrounided himself with arse-
lickers.

lick my arsel British & Ausivalian, taboo
something that you say in order to tell
someone that you will not do what they
want you to = ‘T think you'd better feave
right now." ‘Lick my arsel’

In the following phrases, arse is used
in Pritish and Australisn English, and
ass In American English.

can’t tell vour arse from your elbow very
informal

not know your arse from your elbow
very informal
if you can't tell your arse from vour
elbow, you are stupid and become
confused about simple things » It’s no
good asking him to organize anything - he
can’t tell his arse from his elbowe.

get vour arse in gear very informal
to force yourself to start working or to
hurry « If she doesn’t get her arse in gear
she’ll be late again.

get off your arse very informal
to stop being lsay and start deoing
something « Tell that lazy sod to get off
his arse and get some work done!

Kiss my arsel faboo
something that you say in order to tell

arty-farty

someone that you will not do what they
wint you to = He asked for money, and 1
told him he could kiss my arse!

Move/Shift your arse! very informal
something that you say to tell someone to
hurry or to get out of your way « Shift
your arse! We're late,

My arsel very informal
something that you say after repeating
something someone has just said. in
order to show that you do not believe it
v She’s offering good money' 'Good
money, my arse! I can’t feed my kids on
thar!”

Shove/Stick sth up your arse! raboo
something that vou say in order to tell
someone in a very angry way that you do
not viant or need something they could
give you » Tell Mr Peabody he can take his
Jjoband shove it up hisarse!

sit on your arse very informal
to do nothing, especislly when other
people are busy or need your help » It’s
time you stopped sitting on your arse, and
Jound yoursell a job.

taik out of your arse very informal

talk through your arse very informal -~
to say things which are stupad or wrong
= She says she’ll sue us, but she's lalking
out of her arse.

arsed

can’t be arsed British, taboo
if vou can’t be arsed, you will not make
the necessary cffort to do something
s {often + rodo sth) Jean't bearsed togo o
the party. It'stoo far away.

article

an articie of falth /.
something that someone believes very
strongly without thinking about whether
it could be wrong « it was an article of
Jaith withk Mona that everything she used
should be recycled.

arty-farty

arty-farty British, informal

artsy-fartsy American, informmal
something or someone that is arty-farty
tries too hard tc seem connected with
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serious art, and is silly or boring because
of this = Rob's friends were a couple of
artyfarty tvpes who talked endiessly
about the decline of the modern American
novel,

as

asis
exactly as something is without any
changes or improvements made to it « I'lf
have to hand this report in as Is - there's
no time to update i1,

ashes

rake over the ashes
to think about or to talk about unpleasant
events from the past £> Ashes are what
is left of something after it has been
destroyed by fire. » There Is no point tn
raking over tw ashes now, you did what
you thought was right at the time.

ask

Don‘t ask me. Uformal
something that you say when you do not
know the answer to a question » ‘Who's in
charge round here?’ ‘Don't ask me. I'm as
confused as you.” = (often + question
word) She'’s decided fo dye her hair bright
green, don't ask me why.

| ask you! infor mal
something that you say in order to show
vour surprise or anger at something
someone has done ® They stayed for a
month and left without even saying thank
you! Well, I ask you!

You may well ask! Aumorous

Well may you askl humorous, formal
something thar you say when someone
asks you about something which vou
think is strange, funny or ammeying
o ‘Why Is Timothy sttting in the kitchen
with a saucepan balanced on top of s
head? “You may well ask!' o “What
happened to the money you gave Sharon to

buy food? "Well may you ask! She says she
lostIt.”

asking

be s1's for the asking
If somnething is someone's for the asking,
they only have to ask for it and it will be
given 1o them » The controct was Ron'sfor
the asking.

be asking for trouble >
to behave stupidly in a way that is Mkely
to cause problems for you » Drinking and
driving Is just asking for froubie.

asleep

be asloep at the switch American
if someone s asleep at the switch, they
are not ready to act quickly to awvoid
probleme and do thelr job well » Let s face
i1, [ employees were stealing all that
moncy, then management was asleep ar
the switch.
fall asleep at the switch « The Farty
was simply too confident of viclory and
Jell asleep at the switch.

aspersions

cast aspersions on sb/sth formal
to criticize someone or sSomeone’s
character « His opponents cast aspersions
on his patriotism.

ass

sb's ass is on the line American, very
informal
if someone’s ass is on the ling, they are in
a situation where they will be blamed if
things go wrong « I hope this conference is
@ success — my ass is on the line here.

ass over teacup/teakettle American, very
informal
if ¥ou go ass over teacup, you turn upside
down with your feet above your head
o She slipped and fell ass over teakettle
down the hill.

be on sh's ass

1 American, very informal! to annoy
someone by always watching what they
are doing and criticizing them » She was
on my ass all morning telling me the
things I was doing wrong.
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2 American, very informal! to be driving
too close to the car in front of you
e There's a Mercedes orn my ass and he's
making me nervous.

bust your ass American, very informal \’
to work very hard « He'll just have to bust
his ass to make sure the job is finished on
time,

chew sb's ass (out) American, very
informal
to speak or shout angrily at someone
because they have done something wrong
* His boss will chew his ¢ss i he doesn't
JSintsh the report on thme.

haul ass American, very informal
to move very guickly, especially in order
to escape = When the shooling started we
hauled ass out ¢f there.

kick (sb's) ass mainly Amerlcan, very
informad
to punish someone or to defcat someone
with a lot of force « The Oeneral saw the
conflict as a chunce for the Marines to go
In and kick ass. » We want to go into the
game and Kick some ass.

kiss (sb's) ass American, very informal

to try too hard to please someone and to
agree with everything they cay, in a way
which other peaple find unpleasant « Jf
you wani promotion ground here, youi're
going to have to kiss ass.

ass-kisser American, taboo  They're Just
« load of ass-kissers?

get sb's ass American. very tinformal
to find someone and punish them for
something they have done = Don’t worry -
the cops'll get that maniac’s ass.

You bet your (sweet) ass! Amerilcan, bery
infor ol
something that vou saF in order to
emphasize what you have said « Your bet
your ass I feel bad about her leaving. » You
can bet your siweet ass he'sgutliy!

make an ass of yourself
to behave in a silly way « Simon drank too
much and made o complete ass of Almself

ai the party.

au naturel

astray

lead sb astray

1 to influence someone so that they do bad
things « Parents always worry about their
children being led astray by unsuitable
Sfriends.

2 to cause someone to make a mistake
* The police were led astray by false
information from one of the witnesses.

at

be at It informal

1 informal if two people are st it, they are
having sex * They're at it the whole
time!

2 informal if two or more people are at it,
they are talking too much In a way that
annoy's other people » I wish they'd shut
up - they've been at it all morning.

atmosphere

you could cut the atmosphere with a
knife
something that you say to deseribe a
situation in which evervone is feeling
Very angry or nervous and you feel that
something unpleasant could soon
happen « There was a lot of tension
between Diane and Carol: you could cut
the atmosphere in that room with a knife.

au courant

au courant

1 formal if you are au courant. vou have
the most recent nformation about
something or someone « (ustally + with)
I bought a copy of Hello magazine in an
attempt to be au courant with the Hves of
the rich ard famous.

2 mainly  American moderm  and
fashionable » [ you want to keep your at
courgnt status this winter you won't be
wearing biack.

au fait

be au fait with sth
to know a lot about a subject » Are you att
Jait with the Ilatest developments in
computer technology?

au naturel

au naturel formal

1 without clothes or without make-up
(= substances that women put on their
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faces to improve thelr appearunce) » [
thought I'd lkave off the lipstick for a
couple of days and go au naturel.

2 without having been cooked, or cooked in
a very simple way with nothing added
* You can stew these berrles briefly with a
tittle sugar or you can eal them au naturel.

automatic

on automatic pilot informal

on autopllot informal
if you arée on automatic pilot, or do
something on automatic pilot, you do
something without thinking about what
you are doing, nsually becavse you have
done it many times before « By the second
week of the election campaign she was
making all her speeches on aufomatic
pilo.

autumn

autumn years literary
the later years of a persons life,
especially after they have stopped
working * He spent his aufumn years
swrrounded by family and friends.

avant-garde

the avant-garde
the artists, writers, musiciens etc. of any
period whose work is very modern and
very different to what has been done
before = Since 1948, the exhibitlon has

been a major showcase for the avand
parde.

avantgarde « They are currently
exhibiting a collection of postiwar avant-
garde art from Japan.

awkward

an awkward customer
a person, group, or thing that causes
problems, ususally because they will not
behave in the way yvou want or expect
them to * There's usually at least one
akward customer who nsists on doing
everything aocording to the rule book.

axe
Ax is the American spelling of axe.

get the axe

be glven the axe X

1 if a person gets the axe, they lose their
job = Senior staff are more likely to get the
axe because the company can't afford their
high salaries.

2 if a plan or a service gets the axe, it is
stopped = My research project was the first
thing o be given the ax when the new boss
fook pver:

have an axe to grind
to have a strong opinion shout
something, which you are often trving to
persuade other people is correct = As ¢
novelist, ke has no political axe to grind.
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babe

ababe in the woods Amerfcan &
Australion

somecone who has not had much
experlence of life and trusts other people
too caslly « When it comes to dealing with
men, she’s a babe in the woods.

baby

a baby boomer mainly American
someone who was born between 1945 and
1965, a period in which a lot of babjes
were born » Clinton was the first baby
boomer in the White House. » The ads are
supposed to appeal to the baby boomer
generation.

the baby blues
a feeling of sadness that some women
experience after they have given birth to
8 haby = According to this article, as many
as 60% of women suffer from the baby
blues.

cry likeababy
o cry a lot « When I heard that she was
safe, I cried like a baby.

throw the baby out with the bath water
to get rid of the good parts as well as the
bad paris of something when you are
trying to improve it = [ don't think twe
should throw the baby out with the bath
water. There are some good features of the
present system that | think we should
refain

back

back and forth
if someonc or something moves back and
forth between two places, they move from
ane place to the other place again and
again * Nurses went back and forth
among the wounded, bringing food and
medicine.

back

back-to-back rmuirndy American
back-to-back events happen one after the
other « He appeared in three back-to-back
interviews on television last night. » His
idea of a good lime is to go (o three French
movies back-to-back.

at the back of your mind
if a thought that worries you is at the
back of your mind, it is always in your
mind although vou do not spend time
thinking about it « [t's always at the back
of my mind that the Hiness could recur.

at/in the back of beyond
in a place which is far away from other
towns and difficult to get to « He lives in
some tiny, remote village in the back of
beyond.

be fed up/sick to the back teeth Brirish
& Australian, Informal :
to be bored or ungry because a bad
situation has continued for too long or a
subject has been discussed too much
o (often + with) He's been treating me
badly for two years and, basically, I'm fed
up to the back tecth with it, » (often + of)
You're probably sick to the back tecth of
hearing about my problems!

be on sb’s back ryformal
to keep asking someone to do something,
or to keep criticizing someone In a way
thet annoys them = He's sfill on my back
about those end of term reports.

be on the back burner

if a plan is on the back burner, no one is
dealing with it at present, but it has not
been completely forgotten  For the
moment, strike action Is on the buck
burner

put sth on the back burner = Plans for a
rew sports complex have been put on the
back burner:




back 16

behind sb's back
if yon do something behind someone’s
back, you do it without them knowing, in
a way which is unfair « I don't want to
talk aboul it behind his back. = She was
accused of going behind her colleagues’
backs to talk 1o management.

break your back informal
to put a lot of effort into doing something
s (often + doing sth) I'm not going to break
miy back working for £120a week!

bylthrough the back door
not in a direct, official, or homest way » He
accused the government ¢f privatizing the
health service through the back door.
back-door = The minister dismissed
suggestions that the move was a back-door
attempt 10 rdrodice national identity
cards,

could do 5th with one armvhand tled
behind their back informal
if soineone could do something with nne
hand tied behingd their back, they cando
it very easily = Her part in the film was
rot very demanding — she could have
played it with one hand tied behind ker
back.

fittwrite sth on the back of a postage

stamp

if you say youcould write what you know
gbout a subject on the back of a postage
stamp, you mean you know very littde
about that subject = What I know abotut
car maintenarnce could be written on the
back of a postage stamp.

get sb off vour back informal
to stop someone tryving to force you to do
something, or to stop someone criticizing
vou = I had to sell my hopuse tp get the
creditors off my back.
get off sb's back infirmal « Can'tyou just
get off kis back and let him rest ‘fb{,a while?

getput sb's back up informal  ~
to do or say something which annoys
someone £5 When a cat feels angry it
raises its back. » She put my back up
immediately by interrupling everything I
Saird.

have vour back against/to the wail

to have very serious problems which
limit the waye in which you can act » TWith
ristng labour costs, indusiry has s back o
the wall. » When his back was against
the wall he became very aggressive.

know sth like the back of your hand
informal
to know a place very well « He Knew East
London like the bock of kis hand.,

off the back of a lorry Brilish, humorous

off the back of a truck Ausirallian,
fLITOrous
if you say that you got something off the
back of a lorry. you mean that it was
probably stolen » I don't know where ke
gets this styfl - probably off the backof &
lorry. « There's @ new stereo too which, T
suspect, fell off the back of a lorry.

put yvour back Into sth
to use a lot of physical effort to try to do
something » You coudd dig this plot in an
afternoon if you put your back irdo i,

ride on the back of sth
to use somwething successful which
already exlsts or hasalready happened in
order to achieve something elee « Poetry
performances are riding on the back of the
popularily of stand-up comedy.

stab <b in the back

to do something harmful to someone who
trusted you = He had been tied to, stabbed
in the back, by people he thought teere his
Sfriends.

astab inthe back = To Aape your brother
tell the press about your private life That
must feel like a real stab in the back.

take a back seat

1 if an activity takes a back seat, you spend
less time doing that than other things
o He's been putting all his energles Into
fouse-hunting recently so his studies have
hat to take a back seal. » (sometimes + to)
In my early toenlies, politics very much
took a back seat to sport and sociallzing.

2 to let other people take a more active and
responsible part in an organization or a
situation = J way content to take a bock
seat and lel the rest of my family deal with
the crisis.



talk out of the back of your head British
& Australian, informal
to talk nonsense * (usually in continuous
tenses) He's talking out of the back of his
head - you can't get a flight to Australia
Jor less than £500 these days.

turn your backonsb
to refuse to help someone » These people
are appealing to our government to help
them. Wecan't just turn owr backs on them.

turn your back on sth
to stop being mveolved in something
= Spain cannot qfford to turn its back on
Lourism.

watch your back informal
to be careful of the people around you,
making sure that they do nothing to
harm you « It's a rough neighbourhood so
watch your back when you're walking
around the streets.

whenvwhile sb's back Is turmed
while someone is somewhere else or
unable to notice what is happening
» When my mother's back was turned, my
grandmother would give me chocolates.
the minute sb's back is turned « The
minute the teacher's back is turned (= as
soon as she cannot sce them), they start
messing around and throwing things at
each other.

You scratch my back and I'll scratch

yours.

I"il scratch your back If you scratch
mine.
something that you say to tell someone
that you will help them if they will help
vou = [ do have some information you
might be interested In, but what can you
offer me in return? You scratch my back
and I'll scratch yours.

backing

backing and fllling American
continuously changing or delaying a
decision « After much backing and filling
she finally ogreed to hond over the
company's books,

backroom

a backroom boy informal

someone who does a lot of work in the
type of job where they are not often seen

by the public » (often plural) Editors are
very much the backroom boys of the film
world.

backs

live off the backs of <b
to use what other people produce in order
to live, without giving them anything in
exchange » e was one of the wealthiest
dictators of all time and he Lived of) the
backs of the people.

backseat

a backseat driver

1 a passenger in a car who continuously
tells the driver how they should drive
* Mike's a real backseat driver and ! find
it so irritating.

2 mainly Amerlcan someone who expecets
to control things although it is not thelr
responsibility to do this « Tl her you're
in charge now. It's time she stopped being
a backseat driver

backside

get off your backside British &

Australian, very informal

to stop being lazy and start doing
something « It's time the government got
off les backside and did something abour
improving the ratlways.

sit (around) on your backside British &
Australian, very informal to do nothing,
especially when other people are busy or
need your help = How do people expect

things to change If they just sit on their
backsides and don't bother to vote?

backward

not be backward in coming forward
British & Australian, humorous
to be confidemt and always ready to
express an opinion = If he doesn't ke fs,
he'll tell you. He's not exactly backward in
coming forward.
without a backward glance
if you leave without a backward glance,
you are completely happy to leave and
have no sad feelings about it » She left the
clty she had lved tn all ker life without a
backward glarce,
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backwards be bad news

to be unpleasant and to have a bad effect
on other people or situations » I've
waorked with her (n the past and I'm telling
you she’s bad news » (often + for) The
government’s failure to be firm on air
quality is bad news for the environment.

know sth backwards British & Australian
know sth backwards and forwards
American
if you know m subject or a piece of
writing backwards, you know it very well
o Ed knows the play backwards - he's seen be in bad odour with sb British &

Itelght or nine times, » After 30 years in the Australion
business she knows it backwards and D€ inbad odor with sb American, old-

Jashioned
s if you are In bad odour with someone,
bacon they are angry with you because of

bring home the bacon informal something you have done = (oflen + with)

1 toearn money toliveon s If Jo'sgoingto ~ 11¢ > in bad odour with his business
beas home looking after the kids, someone ~ POTINErsJor having pulled out of the deal
ot - ﬁ::‘:‘ﬂ'li: bad }’#
2 to do something successfully especlally a name
to win 2 game or race = Racepoers ﬁﬂﬂr‘iemplltnmmm
crowded the stand o see him bring home ~ S0mething or someone ¢ A few badly
the bacon. (= win the race) behaved football fans give all football

_ ) = supporters a bad name.
save sb's bacon mainly British, informal have a bad name « Moreign ald has a

to save someone from faflure or bad name because it often fails t the
difficulties » You saved my bacon there. people most in need. amate

I'd probably have lost my fob lf you hadn’t give sth up as a bad job

been ready with an explanation. 0 stop doing thing | you. s
bad not feel it is worth continuing « After
three attempts to explain the joke I gave it

bad blood upasa bad job,

feclings of hate between people because
of arguments in the past + (often +
between) Police say the arson attack may

Eﬁﬁﬂgm troubles started when John lost his job
last March and things have gone from bad
a bad egg mainly American, informal 10 UOrse ever since.
someone who behaves in a bad or m.mmm

dishonest way ¢ He's a bad egg - don't 4 pumoroys to ot feel attractive or happy
belicve anything he says. all dav because you cannot make your
A bad workman blames his tools. hair look nice « I'm having a bad hair day
something that you say when someone loday - 1 just couldn’t do a thing with it
blames the objects they are using for this morning.
their own mistakes » “This oven burns 2 humorous if 4 machine has a bad hair
everything " "You know what they say, a day, it does not work as it should &ll day
bad workman blames his tools." * My computer's having a bad hair day.

go from bad to worse
if a situation goes from bad to worse, it
gets worse than it already was ¢ The



have got it bad informal, humorous
to be very much in love ¢ He missed the
Sootball game to see her - he muist have got
it bad!

leave a bad taste in vour mouth
if an experience leaves a bad taste in
your mouth, you have an unpleasant
memory of it e I think we all felt that he'd
been treated unfairly and it left a bad raste
in people’s mouths.

take the bad with the good
to accept the unpleasant parts of a
sltuation as well as the pleasant parts
» Bringing up children certainly has its
problems. but you learn (o take the bad
twith the good.

turn up like a bad penny old-fashioned
to arrive at a place or event where vou are
not wanted ¢ She'll turn up again, like a
bad penny, Just you see.

bad-mouth

bad-mouth sb/sth
to say unpleasant things about someone
or something, especially in order 1o spoil
other people’s opinions of them « She'’s
always bad-mouthing her colleagues.
» Bad-mouthing the police Is hardly an
original occupation.

bag

bag and baggage slight]y formal
with all the things that you own » Re were
told we'd have to be out of the house, bag
and bagguge, in a week's time.

sb’s bag of tricks
all the clever methods by which someone
achicves something » Ir remains to be seen
what this side will pull cut of their bag of
tricks for the semifinal.

a bag lady
a woman who has no home and carries
everything she owns around with her in
plastic bags  Did you see that bag lady
lonking through the rubbish at the side of
theroad?

a bag of bones Irformal
a person or animal that is extremely thin
« All the plumpness she'd acquired in
middile age had gone. She was a bag of
bones.

not be your bag informal
to not be something that wvou are
interested in ¢ Country music isn't really
my bag.

in the bag informal
if something s in the bag, you are
certain to get it or to achieve it
£> Someone who hunts puts what they
have killed In a bag. » Once we'd scored
the third goal, the match was pretty much
in the bag = Nobody knows who'll get the
Jjob, despite rumours that Keating has it
in the bag.

pull something out of the bag >
to suddenly do something which solves a
problem or improves a bad situation
o They're really going to have to pull
something out of the bag tonighs f they
want to quallfy for the championship.

bags

pack your bags
to leave a place or a job and not return
o The Chief of Police has defied the order
fo pack his hags.

bait

Fish or cut L ait. American
something that you say to someone when
vou want them ro make a decision and
take action without any more delay
= Your relationship’s going nowhere. lt's
time fo fish or cut bait.

Bait is a small amount of food put onto
& hook in order 1o catch a fish. It is
used in the following phrases to mean
something that is being said or offered
which makes people react.

rise to the bait
to react to something that someone has
s2id in exactly the way that they wanted
you to react, usually by becoming angry
* (often negative) Anthony Keeps saving
that women make bud drivers but 1 r¢fuse
{0 rise to the bail,

swallow/take the bait
to accept something that 1s only being
offcred to you so that you will do
something « The offer of afree radio with
every television proved very popular, and
hundreds of shoppers swallowed the bait.




baker

a baker's dozen old-fashioned
thirteen « The judges selected a baker’s

dozen of promising entries from the
hundreds they received,

balance

ba/hang in the balance

if something hangs In the balance, no
one knows whether it will continue to
exist in the future or what will happen to
it = Judd’s career frung in the balance last
night after his team lost their sixth
successive game. » The financial situation
is by no means resolved and the club’s
Juture is still very much in the balance.

on balance
after thinking about all the different facts
or opinions » On balance, I would say that
it hasn't been a bad year » The report
Jound that, on balance, most people would
brefer a female doclor fo a male one.

swing/tip the balance
to make something more likely to happen,
or to make someone more likely tosucceed
o They were both well-qualified for the job
but lan had more experience and that
tipped the balance, » The success of this
Jilm could tip the balance in favour of
other British films in the future.

throw sb off balance
to confuse or upset someone for a short
time by saying or doing something that
they are not expecting « (usually passive)
Teasn'texpecting any interaction with the
audience and was throun off balance by
his guestion.

bald

be as bald as a coot humorous
to be completely bald (= having no halr
on your head) £= A coot is a small, dark
grey bird with & circle of white feathers
on its head. = Then he took ¢ff his hat and
he was as bald as a coot.

a ball and chain
something which limits your freedom
£5 A ball and chain was & heavy metal
ball that was fastened to a prisoner’s leg
by a chain, used to stop them moving.

® The horse had berorme o ball ond chain -
we couldn’t sell it and neither could we
rent it oud.

a ball-breaker British & Australian, very
tnformal
a woman who does not like men and is
unpleasant towards them = [ don't think
you're going to like your new flar mate -
she'sa bitof a ball-breaker

the ball Is in sb’s court
if the ball is in someone's court, they
have to do something before any progress
can be made in a situation £5 In a game
of tennis, if the hall is in your court then
it is your turn to hit the ball. » I've told
him he can have his fob back if he
apologizes. The ball’s in his court notw.
put the ball in sb's court = This pay offer
has put the ball firmdy in the court of the
unlon.

be no ball of fire American & Australian,
fnformal -
to lack energy and interest « It'’s a little
ironic that he criticizes Bill for not being
dynamic. He’s no ball of fire himself

be on the ball informal 7~
to be guick to understand and to react to
things ¢ I'rely on my co driver to be on the
ball « Ididn't sleep well last night and I'm
niot really on the ball today.

carry the ball American
to take control of an activity and do what
is needed to get a piece of work done
s The peaple wko carried the ball for his
campaign were mainly volunteers.

drop the ball American, informal
to make a mistake, especially by doing
something in a stupid or careless way
* For god'’s sake don't drop the ball—we're
relying on you.

have a ball old-fashiorned
to enjoy yourself very much » ‘So how
was the party last night® ‘It was
wonderful - we had a ball?’

plck upitake the ball and run (with it)
mainly American
to take an idea or plan and develop it
further « This is a good proposal. I think
we showld pick up the batl and run with it.
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play ball informal <.

to agree to do what someone asks you to
do, or to agree to work with someone in
order to achieve something together
* (usually negative) Fourteen out of the
fifteen nations have agreed to the new
restrictions bul one country still refuses to
play ball.

keep the ball rolling * The product hias
been a great success, and we hope this
advertising campaign will keep the ball
rofling.

the whole ball of wax American,
Informal
the whole of something, including
everything that is connected with it e She
started working on the project In ‘96 and
within six months was running the whole
ball of wax.

a whole new ball game

a totally different ball game
a completely different situation, often
one which is difficult or which you know
very little about  We'd done a lot of
climbing in Scotland, but the Himalayas
were a whole new ball game.

ballistic

go ballistic informal
to become very angry and start shouting
or behaving viclently * Apparently, he
told Sandra that he'd hieen out for a drink
with his exgirifriend and she went
ballistic.

balloon

the bailoon goes up

if the bsalloon goes up, a situation
suddenly becomes: wvery serious or
unpleasant » The balloon went up last
Friday when the scandal became
public.

band-aid

ballpark

a balipark estimate/figure )(’
a number which is only approximate, but
which should be near to the correct
number ¢ We're expecting sales of the
book to generate around $1000¢ dollars,
although obviously that's Just a ballpark
Sigure.

be in the same ballpark
to be of a simllar amount or cost ® Jumie
makes over two hundred thousand dollars
and I don't know exactly how much Tom
makes but I guess il’s in the same
balipark.
be in the (right) ballpark * And do you
think the projected sales figures are
realistic? ‘They're in the right ballpmk.’
(= they are close to the right amount)

balls -
have sb by the balls very Uyormal
to have someone in a situation where you
have complete power over them = [ owe
thern £5,000, They've got me by the balls.

balls-up

a balls-up British & Australlan, very
informal
a situation in which everything goes
wrong « The trip was a complete balls-up
Srom beginning to end.

banana

a banana republic informal
a small, poor country with a weak or
dishonest government » People fear that
the country will becormne a banang republic
if the economy doesn’t pick up.

a banana skin Eritish
something which causes or is vory likely
to cause embarrassing problems « The
new tax has proved to be a banana skin
for the government.

bananas

go bananas informal
to become very angry « She'll go bananas
if she sees the room in this state.

band-aid X

a Band-Ald American
a temporary solution to a prohlem, or



something that seems to he a solution but
has no resl effect £ Band-Aid is a
trademark for a thin piece of sticky
material used to cover simall cuts on the
body. = A few food and medical supplies
were delivered to the reglon but it was
lirtle move than a Band-Aid.

Band-Aid American = He criticized what
he called ‘the governments Band-Aid
approach’to serious environmental issues,

bandwagon

The
effect accounts for the
increasing number of girl groups on the

- ¢ . o
bandwagon

DOp SCene.

bane

the bane of your flife
someone or something that is always
causing problems for you and upsetting
vou = [ have a sister iwho's always getting
into trouble and expecting me to sort her
oldl. She’s the bane of my life.

bang

Bang goes sthl informal
something that vou suay when you have
just lost the opportunity to do something
¢ I've just been told I'm working late this
evening. Ok well, bang goes the cinema!

a bang up job American, informal
a very successful piece of work » You've
donea bang up job clearing out the garage.

be bang on informal
to be exactly correct » You said she'd bein
her early forties, didn’t you? You were
bang on.

go with a bang Brisish & Australian,
informal

go over with a bang American, informal
if anevent. especimlly 2 party, goes witha
bang. it is very exciting and successful
o A karaoke machine? That should help
your party go with a bang!

not with a bang but with a whimper
ltterary
if something ends not with a bang but
with 28 whimper, it ends In a
disappointing way * The concert ended
not with a bang but with a whimper, the
roin forcing the performance to stop fifteen
minuges early

[more/a bigger etc.] bang for your buck
American, infor mal
i something that you buy gives you more
bang for your buck, you get more value
for your money by buying this product
than from buying any other £> '‘Buck’, in
American English is an informal way of
saylng ‘dollar’. (= a unit of money in
America) = [f all you tcan! is death-benefit
cover, this (ype of insurance policy will
give you more bang for your buck.

bank

not break the bank
to not be too expensive » And al £12.99a
bottle, this is a champagne that won't
break the bank.

banner

under the banner of sth
If you do something under the banner of
a belief or idea. you say that you are doing
it in order to support that belief or idea
¢ The pro-lifers arecampaigning under the
banner of traditional family values.

baptism

a baptism byfof fire
a very diffieult first experience of
something = I was given a million-dotiar
project o manage in my first month. I
was a real baptism by fire.

bare

barea your heart/soul
to tell someone your secret thoughts and
feelings » (often + to) Wedon't know each
other that well. I certainly wouldn't bare
my keart to her.

the bare bones
the most basic parts of something,
without any detall = We belicve we have
the bare bores of anagreement. » Reduced
to its bare bones, the theory states that
animais adapt to suit their surroundings.

r i



bare-bones « (alwayvs before noun) Even
from this bare-bones plot summary, we
can deduce that the story Is kighly
implausible.

lay bare sth
to discover or {tell people about
something that was not previously
known or was previously kept secret
» It's been promoted as the biograpky that
lays bare the truth behind the legend.

with vour bare hands
without using any type of tool or weapon
s The court heard how Roberts strangled
the woman with his bare hands.

bargain

into the bargain British, American &
Australian

in the bargain American
in addition to the other facts previously
talked about « Caffelne s a brain:
stimulant, does not kate any beneficlal
elfects on health and is mildly addictive
into the bargain.

bargaining

a bargaining chip Brilish, American &
Ausiralian

a bargaining counter British
something that you can use to make
someone do what you want ® The weorkers’
strongest  bargaining chip in  the
negotiarions Is the threat of sirike action.
* fHostages were used as a bargaining
counter during the seige.

bark

sb's bark Is worse than their bite
if someone's bark is worse than their
bite, they are not as unpleasant as they
seem, and their actions are not &s bad as
their threats » [ wouldn’t be seared of her
if I eoere your. Her bork’ o lot 1orse than
her bite.

barking

be barking mad British & Australian. old-
Jashioned
to be crazy » You went swimming in the
sea in the middle of wintzr? You must be
barking mod!

base

be barking up the wrong tree informal
tc be wrong about the reason for
something or the way to achieve
something » New evidence suggests that
toe have been barking up the wrong treein
our search for a cure.

barrel

not be a barrel of laughs informal
to not be enjoyable o "He's a bir serious,
isn't he? 'Yeah, not exactly a barrel of
laughs."

be more fun than a barrel of monkeys
American

be as funny as a barrel of monkeys
American
to be very funny or enjovable  Their
show was one of the funniest I've ever séen
—more fun than a barrel of monkeys!

have sb over a barrel

t0 put someone In a very difficult
siuation in which they have no cholce

about what to do « She knotws I need the
work, so shesgot meovera barrel in terms
of what she paysme.
scrape the barrel informal

o use something or someone that you do
not want to use because nothing or no
one ¢lse s avaflable = {(usually in
continuous tenses) You know you're
really scraping the barrel when you kave
to ask your old mother to come to the
cinema with you,

behind bars informal
in prison = He spent ten years behind bars
after being convicted for armed robbery,

base

be off bage Americon & Australion >
1o be wrong = The company chairmen
dismissed the experts’ report as completely
off base.

touch base
to talk to someone in order to find out
how they are ur what they think sbout
something e (usually + with) I had a
really good time in Paris. I touched base
with som: old friends and madea few netw
ones.
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bases

bases

cover all the bases Americon &
Australinn

touch all the bases American
to deal with every part of a situation or
activity » It's a pretty full report. I think
we'vecovered all the bases.

bash

have a bash British & Australlan,
informal
to try t0 do something, or to try an
activity that you have not tried before
» {often + at) I thought I'd have a bash at

Nxing the washing moachine tondght, » 've
never programmed a video before but I'll

have a bash if you want.

basket

a basket case

1 igformal someone who is crazy and
unable to organize thelr life = She'll never
get a fob. She’s a basket case.

2a very poor country which needs
gconomic help from other countries, or a
business that is in a very bad financial
situation « Twerty years ago the country
was an economic baskel case,

bat

go to bat for sb American & Australian
to give help and support to someone who
is in trouble, often by talking to someone
else for them * Give me some decent
evidence and I'll go to bat for you.

like a bat out of hell
if you go sumewhere 1ike a batout of hell,
you go very fast = He ran out of the
building likea bat out of kell.

off your own bat Eritish & Australian
if you do something off your own bat,
you do it without anyone else telling you
or agking you to do it » He chose to talk to
the press off” kisown bat.

o (right) off the bat Amerfran & Australlan

immediately » I could tell vight off the bot
there was something different abou! this
man.

bated

if you wait for something with bated
breath, you feel very exclted or anxious
while you are waiting = ‘His name wasr't
by any chance, Max Peters?’ Helena asked
with bated breath. » We ere walting
with baited breath for the prizes to be
announce,

baton

pass the baton X
to give responsibility for somecthing
important to another person £>If
somedne running in a race pagses the
baton, they give a stick to the next person
to run, = {cften - to) Dougal resigns as

head of the treasury this month, passing
the baton to one of his closest associales.

bats

have bats in the belfry oldyashtoned
to be crazy ¢ Don't tell anyone else I said
that or they'll think I've got bats in the
belfry.

batteries

recharge vour batteries
ta rest in order to get back your strength

and energy * A week away world give you
time to resi and recharge your batieries.

batting

be batting a thousand American
to do something extremely well and
better than you had hoped to do it
» Gloria felt she was batting a thousand.
She'd got everything she asked for when
she saw her boss.

battle

a battie of wilis
e situation in which there are two
competing people or groups, and both
sides are equally determined to get what
they want » I'm sure there was some point
to the original dispute but it's become a
battle of wills over the months.

a battle of wits
a situation in which two people or groups
try to defeat each other by using their
intellipence « (often + between) If
appears that the baitie of wils between the
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two negotiating teamns is sef to condinue for
some fime.

the battle lines are drawn
something that you say when two
arguing groups have discovered exactly
what they disagree about, and are ready
to fight each other « The batrle lines are
drawn for the leadership contest.

the battie of the sexes
the disagreements and fight for power
that exist between men and women » So
has equality brought an end to the battle
of the sexes?

bay

keepsth/sbatbay
to prevemt something or someone
unpleasant from coming too near you or
harming you ¢ If we can keep the rabbits
at bay, we should have a good crop of
vegelables in the garden. » For me,
overcating is a way of kecping my feelings
at bay.

be

be that as It may formal

something that you say which means
although you accept a piece of
information as a fact, it does not make
vou think differently about the subject
that you are discussing ¢ He cortainly was
under pressure ot the time. Be that as i
may, he was still wrong toreact in the way
that he did,

bead

draw/take a bead on sh/sth Americaen
to alm a gun at someone or something
e He drew a bead on the last truck in line
and fired at the fuel tank.

beady

have your beady eye on sth/sb humorous
to watch gomeone or something very
carcfully » We'd better not talk - Miss
Stricket’s got her beady €ye on us.

tha be-all and end-all

the most important thing £> This phrase
comes from the play Macheth by Willlam

Shakespeare. » (cften + of) Jr would be
wrong to see Manharian cs the be-ali and

bear

end-all of the financial worid. « We all
agreed that winning was not the heall
and end-all

beam

be off beam British & Australian
to be wrong = Overall the article was well-
written although one or two points that
she made were a little off beam. ¢ I'm
afraid your calculations are way off
beam,

bean _

a bean counter informal
an impolite way of describing someone
who is responsible for the financial
decislons within a company < When
decisions that affect people’s lives are in
the hands of bean counters, il's bad netes.

not have a bean British & Australian >
to have no money = Most people in the
aren are unemployed and don't have a
bean to spend.

beans

not know beans abourt sth American &
Australian, informal
to know nothing about something » /
don’t know beans about computers - I've
never even used one.

spill the beans
to tell people secret information » It was
then that she threatened to sptll the beans
about her qffalr with the president,

bear

bear testimony/witness to sth formai
if something bears testimony to a fact, it
proves that it is true » The numerous
awards on his walls bear witness to his
Ereat SLCOess.

abear hug
an action in which you put your arms
tightly around someone and hold them
close o you in order tc show them
affection = Her cousin gave her an
affectionate bear hug which aimost ok
her breath away.

hlhlhﬂﬂlﬂillﬂﬂhﬁd[k’i‘m&
Australian, hurmorous
mbemnhadmoodwhmhmroum
ireat other people badly and complain a
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lot * [f his newspaper doesn’t arrive by
breakfast time he's like a bear with a sore
head,
bring sth to bear formal

to use influence, arguments, or threats in
order to change a situation » (often + on)
Pressure should be brought to bear on the
illegal regime and support given to the
resistance.

beast

a beast of burden literary
a large animal, such as a donkey (= an
animal like a small horse with long ears),
which is used for pulling vchicles or
carrying heavy loads « Huskies are
traditionally used inthe Arctic as beasts of
burden.

beat

beat sb to it informal X
to do something before someone clse does
it = [ was just about to open some wine but
1 see you‘ve beaten me (o it

Beat ! maindy American, informal
a rude way of telling someone to go away
# OK you kids, beat it!

If you can’t beat "em, (join ‘em)!
informal
something that you say when you decide
to do something bad because other people
are petting an advantage from doing it
and you cannot stop them. » [f everyone
efse is making a bit of money ouf of it I
widl too. If you can’t beat ‘em, join ‘em, is
what I'san

beaten

be off the beaten track British, American
& Australian

be off the beaten path American
if a place is off the beatén track, not
many pecple go there = Unfortunately
because the gallery’s a bit off the beaten
track, it doesn’t get many visitors.

beating

take a beating
to be defeated or to lose a lot of mongy
¢ The Knicks really took a benting in last
night’s pame. = The company fock a
beating last year, losing §50 million in
profits.

beats

(it) beats ma informal
something that you say when you cannot
understmnd something = (often +
question word) It beals me how he
managed 1o survive for three weeks alone
in the mountains.
what beats me irformal « What beats
me Is how he persuaded Pam to lend him
the money:

That beats everything! British, American
& Australian, informal

That beats all! American, informal
something that you say when something
has surprised you, or you find something
hard to beljeve » [ can't belleve he expected
you to drive all that way in the middile of
the night. That beats everything!

beau monde

the beau monde /ormal
rich and fashionable people « She took no

interest in the glittering beau monde that
she hod married inlo.

beauty )

Beauty is in the eye of the behoider.
something that you say which means that
each person has their own oplnion about
what or who Is beautiful « Personally. I
can't understand twhy she flnds him
altractive, but they do say beauty (s In the
eye of the beholder: 3

Beauty is only skin desp.
something that you say which means a
person’s character Is moro Important
than their appearance » She may not be
conventionally pretty but you know what
they say. beauty'’s only skin deep.

sb’'s beauty sleep humorots
the sleep that someone needs in order to
feel healthy and look attractive » [f you
don't mind. I'm going to bed now. I have to
get my beauty sleep.

beck

be at sh's beck and call
to be always willing and able to do what
someone asks you to do ¢ Ske had a dozen
servants at her beck and call. » TV
companies should not be at the beck and
call of government minisiers.



bed that they have done » Don't come crying to

be a bod of nalls ma i i all poes wrong. You've mads your
if a situation, especially a job, isabedof — bedandyow’ilhavetolieinit,
nails, 1t 1s difficult or unpleasant ¢ ff¢  padroom
ﬁi;w::ﬂ:l tweek, describing the postasa | -
i i if someone has bedroom eyes, they look
be in bed with sb as If they are interested in sex » He told

to work with a poerson or organization, or
to be involved with them, in a way which
causes other people not to trust you bee
s They were accused of being in bed with  be the bee’s knees Brifish & Australian,
the communises. informai
climb/gethop Into bed with sb to be extremely good » Have you tried this
= Rather than hopping into bed with a double chocolafe-chip ice cream? It's the
leading merchant bank, it chose to remalin bee’s knees, it really is.
an independent partnership. have a bee in your bennet
be no bed of roses 3¢ to keep talking about something again
not be a bed of roses and again because you think it 8

me I had bedroom eyes.

if = situation is no bed of roses, it is
difficuit or unpleasant » ft's no bed of
roses, ralsing two kide on aone salory
that’s for sure. » Life isn't a bed of roses,
you Enow.

go to bed with sh
to have sex with someane ¢ I can't believe
she went to bed with him on their first
date!

get sb into bed to persuade someone to
have sex with you = It tock 3 months before
she finally got him into bed.

put sth to bed

if vou put something that is printed, for
example a book or magazine, to bed, you
finish writing it « We put the first edition
to bed an hour before thedeadline.

bmportant, cspecially something that
other people do not think is important
o {often + ahout) She’s got areal beein her
bonnet about people Keeping their dogs
under control.

beef
Where's the beef? Americen, informal

something chat you say when you think
spmeone does not have enough ideas to
make their plans work = Where's the beef?
The Senator has no new political
inifiatives or ideas.

beeline
make a beeline for sb/sth

to move quickly and directly towards a
particular person or thing » PRil arrived
at about nine and made a beeline for the
champagne.

beer
rot be all beer and skittles Brifish &

Australion, old-fashioned

if @ situation or activity is not all beor
and skitiles, it has unpleasant parts a5
well as pleasant ones = ft's not all beer
and skittles, this job. It's hard work.

You've made your bed (and you'll have
toleinit).

You made your bed (now lle In It).
something that you say in order to tell
someonc that they must accept that they
will suffer as a result of something bad

beeswax

none of vour beeswax American &
Australian, informal
an impolite way of saying that you do not
want someone to know shout your
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private life « ‘So where the heck have you
Dbeen? “None of your beeswax!’

beet

go beet red American

go as red as a beet American
to become very red in the face, usually
because you are embarrassed £5 A beet
is & small, round vegetable that is a very
dark red/purple colour. » I only had to
smile at him and he went beet red.

beetroot
go beetroot (red) British & Australian
go as red as a beetroot British &
Australian
to become very red in the face, usually
hecause you are embarrassed £5 A
beetroot is & small, round vegetable that
is a very dark red/purple colour
o Whenever the kids asked him about his
girlfriend he'd go beetrooL

beg f

I beg to differ/disagree formal
a polite way of saying that you disagree
with something that someone hassaid o |
beg to differ with Mr Stahl’s final
assertion.

beggars

Beggars can't be choosers.
something that you say which means
when yvou cannot have exactly what you
want, you must accept whatever you can
get o Jwould have preferred a house of my
own rather than sharing but 1 suppose
beggars can't be choosers.

begging

be going begging
if something i5 going begging. it is
available to be taken because no one else
wants it » There's a big box of apples
going begging.

beginning

the beginning of the end
the time at which it becomes clear that a
situation or process will end, although it
does not end immediately * (often + for)
The ban on tobaceo advertising may be the
beginning of the end for the clgarette
companies.

believe

I'll believe it when | see it.
something that you say in order to show
that you do not think something will
happen, and you will not believe it until it
does happen » He says he's going to decorate
the house, but I'll believe it when Isec it

If you belleve that, you'll believe
anything! informal
something that you say in order to
emphasize that something is obviously
not true ¢ He sald the car in front backed
into him, and {f you belicve that, you'll
believe anything!

make belleve
imaginary or invented « I had to explain
to Sam that it was only make belleve and
that they weren't real monsiers,

bell

ring a bell

ring any bells
if & phrase or & word, especially a name,
rings a bell, yvou think you have heard it
before = Does the name ‘Fltzpatrick'ring a
beli? » (often - with) No, I'm sorry, that
description doesn't ring any bells with me.

Saved by the bell.
something that vou say when a difficult
situation is ended suddenly before you
have to do or sayv something that you do
not want to £> In a boxing match, a bell
rings when it is time for the fighting to
stop. * Luckily, my bus arrived before 1
had time to reply. Saved by the bell.

bells

bells and whistles
the things that something, especially a
device or machine, has or does that are
not necessary but that make it more
exciting or interesting « Your computer
software may have all the latest bells and
whistles, but is it good value for money?

with bells on

1 British, humorous if wyou describe
something as a particular thing with
bells on, you mean that it has similar
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qualities to that thing but they are more
extreme » This latest series Is melodrama
with bells on.

2 American & Australian, hurmorous if you
go somewhere or do something with bells
on, you do it with a lot of interest and
energy = I'll be at the party with bells on.

belly

a belly laugh
a loud laugh which cannot be controlled
o Jt's not often you hear the kind ¢f jokes
that gtveyou a real belly lough.

gobelly up informal -
if a business goes belly up, it fails
s Foctories and farms went belly up
because of thedebi crisis.

bellyful

have had a bellyful of sth informal
if you have had a bellvful of an
unpleasant situation or someone’s bad
hehaviour, yout have had much too much
of it and it has made you angry * He's
probably had a bellyful of your moaning.

belt

be below the belt

if something someone says is below the
helt, it ls eruel and unfair £5 In a boxing
match it is wrong to hit the person you
are fighting against below the belt. « fr
was below the belt to mention his brother's
criminal record.

alm/hit below the belt = Intherun-up to
the election, politicians won't hesiiate 0
aim below the belt.

tighten your beit
to spend less than vou did before because
you have less money » I've had to tighten

my belt since I stopped working full-time.

under vour belt

if wou have an experience or =a
qualification under your belt, you have
completed it successfully, and it may be
usciul to you in the future = She was a
capable individual, with fourteen years as
managing director under ker belt. » He
has several major drama awards under
his belt.

bnnd

round the bend informal
crazy ¢ Tell me frankly: do you think my
Jather’s round the bend? » I was sure I'd
locked that door: I must be going round
the bend.

bended

on bended knee/knees humorous

if you ask for something on bended knee,
vou ask very politely or with a lot of
emotion for something that you want
very much e [ fiad fo go down on bended
knee and beg my Dad 1o el me have the
party. « He begged me on bended knee o
marry Wi

benefit

bent

get bent out of shape American,
irformai
to become very angry or upset « it's ok,
don't worry about returning the books. T
don't get bent out of shape about things
like that.

beside

be beside yourself X
to feel an emotion that s 50 strong it is
impossible to contol « Fe was beside
himself when she didn’t come home last
nlght. « (often + with) We were beside
ourselves with exciternent as we waiched
the race.

best

sb's best bet
the thing someone should do which is
most likely to achieve the result they
want « [ you want a cheap jacket, your
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best best is to iry the second-hand shops. = [
told him his best bet would be to get a bus
as there are no direct trains,

vour best bib and tucker old-fashioned,
humorous
the best or most formal clothes that you
own * We were all dressed in vur best bib
and tucker for my aunt’s wedding.

as best you can British & Australian

as best as vou can American
if you do something that is difficult as
best you can, you do it as well as you are
ahle to do It = [ one of us loses our job
we'll just have to cope as best we can.
o Just clean up the mess as best as you can.

at the best of times
even with the best possible conditions or
in the best possible sitnation
» Journallsm s a highly competitive
profession at the best of times. » Even af
the best of times, this region is hard to
farm,

be for the best
if an acdon is for the best, it seems
unpleasant now but it will Improve a
situation in the future = I knote it's hard
to end a long-term relationship, but in this
case it's for the best.

be on vour best behaviour British &
Australian

be on vour best behavior American &
Australian
to behave very well, uscally because you
are in an important or formal situation
o Now children, I want you all to be on
your best behaviowr when grandma
arrives,

be the best of a bad bunchilot Bridsh &
Australian
to be slightly less bad than other bad
people or things in & group * This piciure
isn’t exacily what I would haove chosen,
but if was the best of a bad lot.

give it your best shot
to do something as well as you possibly
can, although you are not sure whether
you will be able to succeed » Greg will e
a tough opponent to beat, but I'll give it my
best shot.

make the best of sth British, American &
Australian

make the best of a bad job British &
Australlan
to try to think and act in a positive way
when you have to accept a situation
vhich you do not like but cannot change
s The room they've given us Is too small
really, but we'll just have to make the best
of it. « It was a difficult speech to give, but
1 think she made the best of a bad Job.

May the best man win.
somcthing that you say just before a
competition starts to say that you hope
the person who deserves to win will win
s [s cveryone ready? Then may the best
man win.

put your best foot forward

1 todo something as well as you can « Make
sure you put your best fool forward for
Lonight's performance,

2 to start to walk more quickly » You'll
have o put your best foot forward if you
want to be there by nine.

with the best will in the world
if something cannot be done with the
best will in the world, it is impossible,
although you would make it possible if
vou could « With the best will in the worid,
{f you don’t have a passport you can't g0.

bet

you can bet your life/your bottom
dollar
if you say vou can bet yowr life that
something will happen or Is true, you
mean you are completely certain « You
can bet your life she won't apologize.

bet the farmiranch /merican
to spend almost all the money you have
on something that you think might bring
you suceess « {often + on) TV nefworks
are pbviously willing to bel the ranch on
special sports events - they paid miltions
to broadcast the Olympics.

Don‘t bet on it. informal

| wouldn’t bet on It. informal
something that you say when you do not
think that something is likely to happen
or to be true = ‘Do you think the builders
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i’

a safe bet British, American & Austratian

& sure bet American >

1 something that vou are certain will
happen = It's a safe bet that those two will
settle down and have children, » Wheeler
is a sure bet for a place on the team.

2 someone or something that you are
coertain will win or succeedd » She is still a
safe bet for reelection. = Simpliclty of
desigm is a sure bet in the fashion world.

béte noire

sb's béte noire
someone or something that you really
hate or that really annoys you * People
who use jargon are his particular béte
noire.

bets

hedge your bets X
to try to avold giving an opinion or
choosing only one thing, $o that whatever
happens in the future you will not have
problems or seem stupid = (sometimes +
on) Journalises are hedging their bets on
the likely owutcome of the election. » [
decided to hedge my bets by buying shares
in several different companies.

better

Better (to be) safe thansorry.
something that you say which means it is
best not to take risks even if it seems
boring or hard work to be careful « Il
hold the ladder while you climb up. Better
sqfe than sorry. -

Better late than never.
something that you say which means it is
better for sumeone or something to be
lare than never to arrive or to happen
* ‘Karen's card arrived 2 weeks gqfter my
birthday.” "Oh well, better late than never"

against your better judgement
if you do something against your better
Judgement, you do it although you think
it Is wrong « [ lent him the money against
my better judgement.

for better or (for) worse

for bettar, for worse .
if a situation exists or happens for better
or for worse, it exists or happens whether

its results arec good or bad #£> This
phrase is usaed in a traditional marriage
ceremony in which the man and woman
promise to stay together whether their
life is good or bad. « France has a new
government, for better or for worse. = We
cannot deny that our childhood
experiences affect us, for better, for worse.

get the better of sh

if a feeling gets the better of you, it
becomes too strong to control » Finally
curiosity got the better of her and she
opened the letter » Try to remain calm -
don’t let your anger get the better of you.

think betterof sth

to deelde not to do something you had
intended to do = I neariy told htin I was
leaving. but then I thought better of it

You('d) better believe it! informal

something that you say to emphasize that
something strange or shocking is true
* ‘Does he really know the President? “You
better belleve ft!"

between
between you and me British, Amerlcan

& Ausgratian

bstween you, me and the

bedpostigatepost British & Australian,
humorots

something that you say when you are
going to tell someone something you do
not want them to tell anyone clse » Just
between you and me, Idon't think his work
is quite up to standard, « Between you, imé
and the gatepost, I'm thinking of leaving.

bible
a mm&mmmn.

informal

a Bible-thumper mainly American,

informai
an insulting way of describing someone
who tries very hard to persuade other
people to believe 1n Christianity « I have
nothing against religion, but I hate Bible-
bashers,

the Bible Belt

the southern and central area of the
United States, where many people have
very strong traditional Christian belicls
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o Country musle Is very popular in the them e« it's a big ask but could you feed our

Bible Belt.

biblical

but not in the hiblical sense humorous
if yvou say you know someone but not in
the bihlical sense, you mean you have not
had sex with them £5 In the Bible, “to
know' someone meant to have sex with
them. » ‘Did you know her then? “Yes, but
not in the biblical sense.”

bldding

do sb's bidding old-fashioned
to do what someone tells or asks youto do
» In some societles, men still assume their
wives are there todo their bidding.

big

Big Brother
o government or a large organization
which tries to control every part of
people's lives and to know everything
about them £51In the book 1981 by
George Orwell, Big Brother is the very
powerful ruler = Many people are
concerned about Blg Brother hating
computer [files on them to which they do
not have access.
Blg Brother + (always before noun)
Employees hove complained aboul the
‘Big Brother' approach of the nete security
measures.

Big deal! vyormal
something that you say in order to show
that you do not think that something is
either important or interesting » Did I
tell you Ann got a net car?* ‘Big deal”

big ticket American & Australian
very expensive « (always before noun) It's
a good time to buy a big ticket item likea
car or household appliance, as prices have
Jallen.

big time informal >
very much « He really owes her big time
for everything she has done for hin. » The
school was into discipline big time.

ablg ask Australian

a request to someone to do something for
vou that you know will be difficult for

cats for the two weeks we're away?

a big cheese humorous
an important or powerful person in a
group or organization = Apparently her
Jather Is a big cheese in one of the major
banks.

a big deal
a subject, sitmation, or cvent which
people think is important » 7 don’t know
why this issue has become such a big deal.
* Losing the match was no blg deal. » All
I sald was, I'm going 1o have a baby -
what's the big deal” = Yes it's his
birthday today, but he doesn't want to
make a big deal of It (= make people
notice it by having a special celcbration)

a big fish informal
an important or powerful person in a
group or organization  Mrs Coughlin is
oneof the directors—-a big fish.

a blg fish in a small pond
on2 of the most important people in a
small group or organlzation, who would
have much less power and importance if
they were part of a larger group or
organization » As the manager of a local
company, he enjoys being o big fish ina
small pond.

a big girl's blouse British & Australian,
humorous
a man or a boy who behaves in a way
which other men think is how & woman
would behave, especially if they show
they are frightened of something = Come
on you big girl's blouse, drink up and I'll
getyou another pinl.

a blg gun/nolse informal
an important or powcrful person in a
group or organization « She'sa big gun in
city politics.

a big mouth [nformal
if you have a big mouth, you talk too
much, especially about things that
should be secret « Helen's got such a big
mouth - the news'll be all over the town by
foright. * I knew I shouldnt have
mentioned the letter Oh dear. me and my
big mouth!
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a big-mouth « Duve's a real big-mouth,
so don't tell him anything

a big shot/wheel American & Australion,
informal p
an important or powerful person in a
group or organization » Mr Madison isa
big shot in the world of finance,

the big daddy /American & Australian

the biggest or most important person,
animal or thing In a group » It'sthe largest
electronics company in the world - the big
daddy of them aoll » Shamu the killer
whale Is the big daddy of the aguartm,
the most important facts about a
situation and the effects of that situation
on other things  In my political work I try
to concentrate on the big picture and not be
distracted by details.

the big time iryformal

the time when someone is famous or
successiul » Mics Lee hilt the big time
(= hecame famous) after uinning a tatent
contest. » The band is hoping to return to
the big time.

bhig-time = fle played the saxophone with
big-time swing bands. « It's a film about
drug dealers and big-time gangsters.

be big of you
if an action is big of you. it is kind, good,
or helpful £> This phrase is usually used
humerously or angrily to mean the
opposite « It was big of kim 1o admit that
these problems are really his fault. » You
can spare me an hour next week? That's
reaily big of you!

be big onsth <
to be very interested in something and
think that it is important » The magazine
is big on research info what their readers
toant. * He's not big on self-analysis - it's
no good asking him why he left her

have blg ears Australian, informal
to listen to other people’s private
conversations « Don't talk so lowudly
unless you want evervone 1o know, Bill has
big ears you know.

make a big thing (out) of sth <
1o behave as if something is wvery

big-head

important = He aliwways makes a big thing
ot of helping me cook. » [ want some sort
of party, but I don't want to make a big

thing of i

make it blg informal
to become very successful or famous
» After vears of frying, he finally made It
big in America.

think big
to have big plans and ideas and be keen to

achicve a lot « When it comes to starting
your own buslress, it can pay to think big.

too blg for your boots Brilish, American
& Australian, informal

too big for vour britches American,
informal
someone who is too big for their boots
behaves as if they are more important or
more cleyver than they really are » Since
ke was made team caprain, he's been
ordering us all around and generally
getting much too blg for his boots.

What's the blg Idea? informal
something that you say when you want to
know why someone has done something
that annoys you « What's the big tdea?
That’s my lunch you're eating.

bigger

The bigger they are, the harder they

fail.

something that you say which means the
moOre power or Success a person has, the
harder it is for them to accept losing it
e She's very bitter about losing the
directorship. The bigger they are, the
harder they fall.

big-head

ablg-head British & Australian

someone who believes that they are very
clever or very good at an activity and who
thinks that other people should admire
them » Dan'’s such a big-head, always
remninding us what fantastic results he got
in his exams.

big-hendaed Brifish, American &
Australian e« Mary's got so big-headed
since she won the peography prize.
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On yer blke! British & Australian, very
informal
an impolite way of telling someone to go
away * ‘Can you lend me some money? 'On
yer blke, mate!

bill

bill and coo old-fashioned
if you bill and coo with someone you
love, you talk quietly ro them and kiss
them £ If birds bill and ¢oo, they touch
beaks and make noises to each othern
* (often in continuous tenses) J don't
know why they bother to come out if
they re going to spend all their thme billing
and coolng.

fit the bill British, American & Australian

fill the bill American & Australian
to have the qualities or experience which
are needed = I'm looking for sormeone with
several years of publishing experience
and you scem to fit the bill. » The city needs
a strong leader, and the new maoyor just
doesn't flil the bill.

foot the bill
to pay for somelhing  (often + for) Who's
going to foot the bill for all the repairs?

sell sb a bill of goods American -
to make someone believe something that
is not true » Politicians have sold all of us
a bill of goods, that If we put more people
in prison we're going to be safer = The
electriclan sald I'd need the outdoor
lighting on a different circult - ts he just
selling me a bill of goods?

billet-doux

a billet-doux humorous
a love letter = They've been exchanging
billets-doux, but Idon't know how serious
it is.

bird

A bird in the hand (is worth two in the
bush).
something that vou say which means it is
better to keep what you have than to risk
losing it by trying to get something better
« [f Iwereyou I'd accept the money they're
offering. After all, a bird in the hand....

The bird has flown.
something that you say which means that
someone has escaped or disappeared
« It's no use searching any more. The bird
has flown.

a bird’s eye view
a view from a very high place which
allows you to see a Jarge area » We hada
bird's eye view of the old town from the top
of thecity walls.

eatlikeabird
to eat very little » We went out for a meal,
but she ate like a bird and hardly said a
word.

flip/give sh the bird American &
Australian, very informal
to make a very impolite sign by raising
your middle finger towards someone in
order to show that you are angry with
them = [f he'd shouted at me like that I'd
have flipped him the bird.

bird-brain

a bird-brain informal
a stupid person » He's just a bird-brain —
hecan't get anything right
bird-brained Informal very stupid
= {always before noun) I'm not listening to
her bird-bratned schemes any longer:

birds

Birds of a feather flock together.
something that you say which means
people who have similar characters or
similar Interests will often choose to
spend time together « I saw the boy who
stole my bag with that gang of trouble
makers last night — well, birds of a feather
Jlock together, they say.
birds of a feather people who are
similar « The survey reporis that people
who are ‘birds of a feather' make betier
marriages than those who are oppoesites,

the hirds and the bees humorous
if you tell someone, especially & child,
about the birds and the bees, you Lell
them about sex = My parents never
actually sat down and fold me about the
birds and the bees.



35

be (strictly) for the birds American &
Australian, informal
if you think something is for the birds,
you think it is stupid and has no use
» Gambling. games of chance—-that sort of
thing is strictly for the birds,

birthday

in your birthday suit Ztunorous
not wearing any clothes £> Babies are
neked at the time of their hirth, » He
Wwalked ot of the bathroom in his
birthdeay sult - obviously not expecting fo
Sind anyone in the flal.

bit

a bit of all right Eritish, very informal
if you describe someone as a bit of all
right, you mean that they are sexually
attractive » Cor! She'sa bit of all righs.

a bit of fluffiskirt British & Australian,
old-fashioned, very informal
a sexually attractive woman « Who was
that nice bit ¢f skirt I saw you with last
night?

a bit of how's your father British &
Australlan, humorots
sexual activity « Apparenily he came
home and discovered them having a bit of
how'’s your father in the kitchen.

a bit of rough British, humorous
someone, usually 2 man, from a lower
social class than their sexusl partner
s Jenny's chatting up the barman again.
She likesa bit of rough.

a bit on the side [2rifish & Ausrralian,
informal
if someone has a bit on the side, they are
involved in a sexual relationship with
someone who is not their usual partner
= [Ie had a bit on the side for years until his
wife found owt, » I kneiw she'd never leave
her husband for me. 1 was just her bit on
the side.

ahltmu‘h -Itgm‘-suﬁrmwh

bite

sometimes having fto listen to other
peuple’s problems all the time.

It'siThat’s a bit steep! Oritish £
Australian
something that you say when youn think
something is not falr « Keith, calling me
boring? That's a bit steep!

the whole bit American, informal
the whole of something, including
everything that is connected with it
* And what a night it was - moonlight,
wine, good food, soft music—the whote bit.

In the following phrases, ‘bit’ refers to
a plece of metal which Is put in a
horse’s mouth and which can be pulled
to control its movements or to stop it
These phrases are all conpected with
being free and able to do what you
want without being controlled.

be champing/chomping at the bit
be chafing at the bit

to he very keen to start an activity or to
go somewhere « By the time he arrived to
pick us up we were champing at the bit
with impatlence, = I'm not sure If he's
ready for extra responsibility yet, but he's
chafing at the bit.

get/take the bit between your teeth
British, American & Australlan

take the bit in vour teeth American
to start doing something in a very keen
way » When the team really gets the bit
between their teeth, they are almost
impossible to beat.
have the bit between vour teeth
British, American & Austrolian = Carofine
had the bit between her leeth and nothing
weowldd stop her from finding out the truth

bite

a bite of the cherry British & Australian
a part of gomething good, especially
when there is not enough for everyvone
who wants it » Job-sharing would give
rwice s many people a bite of the cherry
another bite at the cherry Dritish
a second bite at the cherry Brifsh
another  opportunity 10 achieve
something or to get snmelhﬁ'l.g you want



¢ He just missed a gold medal tn the 100
maetres, but got another bite at the cherry
In the 400 metres, = She falled the exam but
she will get a second bite at the cherry next
year.

put the bite on sb American, informal
to ask someone for something that you
want, especially money » (often + for)
She put the bite on her sister for $20.

sb/sth won't bite humorous
something that you say in order to tell
someone not to be frightened of someone
or something o I think you should talk to
your uticle about this, Go on, he won't bire.

biter

the biter (Is) bit British, old-fashioned
someone who has caused harm to other
people in the past has now been burte It’s
@ case of the biter bit. After years of
breaking girls’ hearts, he finally fell for
someone who didn't love him.

biting

What's biting sb? (nformal
something that you say in order to ask
why someone is in @ bad mood « What's
biting her? She hasnt said a word all
morning

bits

bits and pieces Brifish, American &
Australian

bits and bobs Brifish
small things of different types « Can you
tidy mway all your bits and pleces before
you: g0 to bed? « [ put ail the bits and bobs I
can’tfind a home for in thisdrawer:

love =b/sth to bits informal <
to like or to love someone or something a
lot = Clive’s the nicest person I know: I love
him to bits. » "Do you like your new bike,
then? "Oh, I love it 1o bits”

bitter

a bitter plil (to swallow)

bitter medicine
a situation that is unpleasant bur must be
accepted « Losing the championship to a
sounger player was a bilter pill o
swallow. » Culs in salaries are a dose nf
bitter medicine that may help the comparny
tosurvive.

the bitter fruits lirerary
the unpleasant results of something
» Disease and malnutrition are the bitter
Sruits of an ingficient social healthcare
policy.

be bitter and twisted
o be angry and unhappy. usually because
you are unable to forget bad things which
have happened to you in the past« Thad
difficult childhood, bul there’s no point
getting all bitter and twisted about it.

to the bitter end
il you do something to the bitter end, you
continue it until it is finished, although it
is difficult and takes a long time » Many
climbers gave up before they reached the
summit, but I was determined to stick it
out to the bitter end.

black

black and blue
if a person or part of thelr body is black
and blue, their skin is covered with
bruises (= black marks caused by being
hit) « He was beaten black and blue at
boarding school.

black and white
if you think facts or situations are black
and white, you have a simple and very
certain opinion about them. often when
other people think they are really more
complicated ¢ The issue of nuclear
weapons isn't as black and white as it used
o be. .

In black and white
written down « I wouldn't have belicved
him capable of fraud, but there it wus, fn
black and thite.

pretend/say that black is white
to say the opposite of what Is really true
o She'll say that black Is white If she
thinks it’s to her advantage.

Black is used in the following phrases
connected with sad or unpleasant
things.

a black day
a day when something very unpleasant
or sad happens » (usually + for) A bomb
went off early this morning This is a
black day for the peace process.
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a black mark
if sou get a black mark, people think that
something you have done is bad and they
will remember it in future < This
administrative ervor will be a blaick mark
on his record. = (often + agalnst) [ I'm
late for work it’ll be another black mark
against me.

the black sheep (of the family)
someone who is thought to be a bad
person by the rest of their family = My
Jather was the black sheep - he ran away
at 16 to berome an aclor and his parents
neper forgave him.

1ot be as black as you arefit is painted
if people or situations are not as black as
they are painted, they are not as bad as
people say they are « 've met him ¢ few
times. He’s not as black as he’s painted.,

blank

a blank chetjue \)'(
as much money to spend as 12 wanted or
needed « (not used with the) We are not
giving the redevelopment project a blank
cheque. The organizers will be working
within a strictly Gmited budget.

draw a blank
to be unable to get information, think of
something, or achieve something « Ask
them about the car's performance and
you'll draw a blank. » We've asked 2000
schools to Join the campaien, but so far
we've drawn a blank. (= none of them
agreed)

blanks

fire/shoot blanks humorous

if a man is firing blanks, there Is no
sperm {= the cells which combine with
the fernale’s egg to start life) in bis semen
(= the liquid produced in the male sexual
organs) « (usually in continuous tenses)
They had a sertes of fertility tests done
and found out thai basically Tony was
[fiving blanks.

blast

a blast from the past informeal

something that suddenly and strongly
makes vou remember & previous time in

blind

vour life » Hearing that record again was
a reaf blast from the past.

blazes

Go to blazes! old fashivned, informal
a rude and angry way of telling someone
to go away and that you do not care what
happens to them o Just go to blazes! I'm
sick of your rudeness! » [ he's gotng to
start wmaking demands, he can go o
blazes.

[WhatWhy/Who etc.] the blazes old-

Jfashioned, informal

if wou start a question with
what/who/why ete. the blazes, you show
that vou are very surprised or angry
about the thing you are asking about
« What the blazes are they doing up on the
roof?

bleeding

ablgeding heart
someone who shows too much sympathy
for evervone < The anti-hunting
campalgners are just a bunch of bleeding
hearts who don’t understand the
countryside,

blessing

be a blessing In disguise
o be something which has a good eifect,
although at first i seemed that It would
be bad or not lucky » Losing my job
turned out to be a blessing in disguise
because tt forced me to think carefully
about my future.

2

blessings

count your blessings
to think about the good things in your
life, often to stop yourseli becoming too
unhappy about the bad things * Schoo!
children loday should count their
blessings. Al least they're not beaten for
talking in class as we were.

blind _

a blind alley >’\
a methad of thinking or acting which Is
not effective because it does not produce
any results o The latest evolutionary
theory may turn out to be a blind alley:



a blind date
an arranged meeting for two people who
have never met each other before, in
order to try to start a romantic
relationship » I agreed to go on a blind
date with one of Savlia's ex-boyfriends.

a blind spot
something that you do not understand at
all. often because you are not willing to
try » He had o complete blind spot where
public relations were concerned, so his
political career was doomed from the
start. = Langucges are my blind spot - 1
was always terridleal French,

the blind leading the blind
a situation where someonce Is tryving to
show someone else how to do something
which they do not know how to deo
themselves o [ tried to explain how the
soffivare works, but it was a case of the
blind leading the blind, really.

be as blind as a bat fusnorons .
to be completely blind » I'm as blind as a
bat without my glasses.

fiy blind
to trvy to do something new without any
help or instructions e (usually in
continuous tenses) We 've never dealt with
Euastern Europe before, so we're flying
blind.

blinder

play a blinder British, informal
to perform with a lot of skill, especially
when you are playing sport « He's played
a blindey in every game so far this season,

blink
be on the blink informal
if a machine is on the blink, it is not
working as it should = I think the
photecopier'son the blink.
before sb could blink
very quickly or suddenly « Before you
could blink, he'd grabbed the purse and
was halfivay down the street.
intheblinkofaneye
extremely quickly = In the blink of aneye
the handsome prince was transformed
into an ugly frog.

block

knock sb's block off informal
if vou say you will knock Someone’s
block off, you mean you will hit them
very hard = Say thar again and I'il knock
your block off?

on the block American
if something is on the block, it is for sale,
especially at an auction (= a sale where
the person who offers most moncy for
something can buy it) = The best pleces of
Jurniture from the vld mansion are going
on the block next month. » The Seattle
radio station has been on the block for a
year with no affers to buy it.

put your head/neck on the block
o risk doing something which will make
other people lose their good opinion of
you if it fails £ In the past, the block was
a large piece of wood on which eriminals
had their heads cut off. « He put his head
on the block by promising Ris team
wouldn’t lose any more matches this year
» I'm not going to put my head on the biock
Jfor you ~ ir could cost me my promofion.

blocks

be off the (starting) blocks

be out of the (starting) blocks
to have started an activity « Rival
telephone companies were guick off the
blocks with their reduced price offers.
» The project for rebuilding the theatre is
now off the starting biocks.
on the/your (starting) blocks to be
ready and waiting to start an activity
» The monagement is on Us Stariing
blocks, prepared for a fiood of orders.
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blood

blood and guts informal
violence shown on television, film, or in
the theatre, where people are seen being
injured or killed = i was all blood and
guts. Icame out feeling quite ill.

be after sh'sblood
to want to catch someone in order to hurt
them or punish them e Fe'd cheared them
and now they were after his blood.

be baying for blood British
if a group of poople are baying for blaod,
they want someone to be hurt or
punished » Families of the victims were
baying for blood during the trial.

be out for blood
if you are out for blood, you are
determined to find someone to attack or
blame for something = These people are
out for blood and i they find out you're
involved you're in serious trouble.

blood, sweat and tears
a lot of effort and suffering » This house
is the result of 3 years’ blood, sweat and
tears.

burst/bust a blood vessel informal

1 touse a lot of effort doing something» Fd
like the designs as soon as possible, but
don't bust a blood vessel!

2 to become very angry and start shouting
e He negrly burst a blood vessel when he
feeard what they'd done v his car,

get blood out of a stone
if meking somemne give or tell you
something is like getting blood out of a
stone, it is very difficult « Collecting the
rent money from him each month Is llke
getting blood out of a stone. = [ tried to
talk to ker but I may as well have tried o
£et blood out of a stone.

have blood on your hands

have sb’s blood on vour hands
to be responsible for someone's death
o The leaders of this war have the blood of
many thousands of peopiz on thelr hands.

have tasted blood
if you have tasted blocd, you have
achieved a small victory which has made
you believe you can win a more
important victory » The Welsh team

blood

tasted Bood in the focal championships
and want Lo play of national level nom

scent blood
to believe that someone you are
competing against is having difficulties
or problems amnd to use this to get sn
advantage for yourself » The manager
has already made some serious errvors of
Judgement and it s clear that other
employees scend blood.

sweatblood

1 tn work very hard = He savs that uwrifing
does not come naturally to him and he
sweats blood over every sentence. » I sweat
blood every week just lo earn cnough
money (o feed my family.

2 to feel very worried or anxious « We
sweated blood as we waited for the police
to phone, not knowing if Charlie was alive
or dead.

Dlood is used in the following phoascs

connected with people’s feelings and

emotions.

blood and thunder
a speech or performance that is loud and
full of emotion, especially anger » We sat
through 2 hours of blood and thunder and
came out feeling exhausted.

sb's blood is up
if someone’s blood is up, they are very
angry or excited about something and
may act in a violent way * Now Tom's
Wlood was wp - he ran at Bob waving his
fusts.

draw blo
to make someone very angry or upset
¢ He alyays draws blood with his film
reviews,

make =b's blooad bail
to make someone very angry « When I
saw the rude way ske talked to him it made
my binod boil.
sh's blood bolls + FHis blood boiled when
he thought abot! hotw unfairly he'd been
treated.

make sh's blood run cold

make ab's blood curdle
if something makes someone’s blood run
cold, it makes them very frightened
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» I heard o scream which made my blood
run cold.

sb's blood runs cold

sb's blood curdles = Steph's blood ran
cold as she heard someone move in the
shadouws.

spit blood
to speak or behave in a way that shows
¥ou are very angry = After her speech,
people who she had criticlzed were spitting
blood.

Blood is also used in the following
phrases to refer to the connections that
exist between members of the same
family

Blood is thicker than water.
something that yvou say which means
family relatlonships are stronger and
more important than other kinds of
relationships, such as being friends
s They say blood Is thicker than wate); 5o
how come so many families hate each
other?

a blood brother
a man who has promised to treat another
man as his brother, often in a ceremony
in which they cut themselves and mix
their blood together o We were blpod
brothers - I was ready to die for him.

be in the/vour blood
if an abllity or a skill is In someone's
blood, they have It naturally, usually
because it already exists in their family
or is a tradition of their social group
s She's a wonderful dancer just like her
mother. It must be in her blood.

bloodied

bloodled but unbowed literary
harmed but not defeated by an

unpleasant situation or competition » I
emerged bloodied but unbowed from my
oral exam.

bloody

bloody minded British & Australian,
informal
someone who ls bloady minded makes
difficulties for other people, usually by
arguing against their actions or ideas
without a good reason « There’s no reason

why we shouldn't do aerobics in the
sguash court — the §ports commitfee are

Just being bloody minded.

glve sb a bloody nose
to defeat or damage someone, but not
permanently or seriously = The pro
europeans gave their opponents a bloody
nose in the debate.
get a bloody nose « They got a bloody
nose when their new satellite channel
Sailed duero lack of funding.

blot

a blot on the landscape
something which looks unpleasant and
spoils & pleasant view » That new
chemical factory Is a real blot on the
landscape.

blow
blow vour stack/top informal

to sudderly become wvery angry « Ay
mother blew her top when she saw the
mess we'dmade in the Kitchen.

-
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blow a fuselgasket informal
tc become very angry and shout or
behave in a viglent wayv = Jim'll blow a
Suse if he finds you here, » When her
husband realised how much she'd spent he
blew a gasket.

blow it informal
to spoil your chance of achieving
something you want because of
something vou do or say = She was hoping
Jor promolion but she blew (¢ when she got
pregnand. = They want fo publish hs
autobiography so let's hope he doesn't
blow it by arguing with the publishers.

a blow job laboo
the sexusl activity of touching & man's
penis with yvour mouth and tongue (o
give him pleasure  She gave him a blow
Jjob.

cushion/soften the blow
to make a difficult experience less
unpleasant = Free street parking s to be
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abolished, but residents are being offered
reduced price parking permits in an
attempt L0 cushion the blow.

strike a blow for sth/sh
to do something to support an ldea or to
change a situation to something which
you believe is good o He claims to be
striking a blow for gender equality by
employing an equal number of men and
wormnen. » This latest agreement will strike
a blow for free trade within the EU.
orrosite strike a blow agalnst/at sth/sh
o The court's decision strikes a blow
agalnst minority rights.

blows

come to blows
to have a fight or a serlous argument with
someone * Demonstrators nearly came fo
blows with the police during the march.
e (often 4+ over) Jf seems increasingly
unlikely that the two countries will come
to blows over this latest territorial dispute

blue blood
someone who has blue blood is from s
family of the highest social class » He has
a falr bit of blue blood coursing through
his velns.
biue-blooded * He comes from the biue-
blooded section of the ruling classes.

into the wide/wild blue yonder /izrary
if you go Into the wide blue yonder, you
go somewhere far saway that seems
exciting because it is not known » I have
o sudden desire 1o escape, 1o head off into
the wide bl yonder and never return,

like blue blazes American & Australian,
old-fashioned

if somecone or something docs snmething
like blue blazes, they do it a lot » This
sweater itches like blie blazes.

blushes

talk a blue streak American
to say a lot very fast e She ralked o blue
streak and we just had to listen.

until you are biue in the face
If you say something until you are blue in
the face, you keep saying the same thing
again and again but no one listens to you
» [ can tell him to tidy his room until I'm
blue in the face, but it'’s always a mess.

blue-arsed

[run around/rush around etc.] like a
blue-arsed fly Briish & Ausrralian,
informal
to move around quickly trying to finish
your work when you are very busy e I'te
been running around like o blue-arsed fly
wrying to get everything orgpanitzed before I
Eoon hollday.

blue-collar

blue-collar X

a blue-collar worker is someone who does
physical work. often In a factory
* (always before noun) Blue collar
workers in the factories and shipyards
were demanding wage increases. » They
are hoping the new factory will create
many more blue collar jobs, (= jobs for
blue collar workers)

bluff

call sb's bluff
to make someone prove that what they
are saying Is true, or to make someone
prove that they will really do what they
say thev will do, because you do not
believe them £5 [If you are playing a card
game and you call someone's bluff, you
force them to show you the cards they
have. * Alice called his blyff and dared
kim to tell everyone what he knew abotit
her

blushes

save/spare sb's blushes British &
Ausiralian
to do something to prevent someone
feeling embarrassed » Granger saved the
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tearn’s blushes by scoving the only goal in
the last five minutes of the game. » The
audience’s blushes were spared because
the censors had removed all the explicit sex
scenes from the film.

board

across the board X

if something 1s tlone, happens, or exists
across the board, it is done, happens, or
exists in every part or arca of something
o The company is proposing to cut
spending right across the board. » Even
as late as September; there are still covrse
vacancies across the board, although the
majority are in sciences.

go by the board Sritish, American &
Australion

go by the boards Anerican
if something that has been planned or
arranged goes by the hoard. it does not
happen, and if something that exists goes
by the board, it ends e All our careful
arrangements went by the board when
the rip was cancelled ar the last
minute. * When modern machinery
was introduced, old-foshioned printing
methods went by the board.

onboard
If someane is on board, they are working
with an organization or group of people
» A new flnancial director has been
brought on board to help us assess the
cost of the project. » We hwope 0 have a new
doctor on board by the end of the month.

sweep the board Srirish
to win all the prizes or voles in a
competition or an electlon « Her lafest
Jilm swept the boards ot (ost night's
cinema awards, » The liberals look set to
Sweep the board in the local elections.

take on board sth
to understand and accept ideas and
opinions which may change the way you
behave in the future » Barks need to take
on board the views of their customers. » It

seems that young people are finally taking

on board the message that it's not cool to
smoke.

boards

tread the boards
to act In the theatre » So you're treading
the boards these days, Emma. Earning

miss the boat *.
to be too late to get something that yvou
want * Anyone still hoping for concert
tickets will discover they have missed the
boat. » I sent off my university application
at the last minute and nearly missed the
boad.

rock the boat informal <

to do or say something that causes
problems, especially if you try to change
a situation which most people do not
want to change » We certainly don't want
anyone rocking the boat just before the
election. = I tried to suggest a few ways in
which we might improve our image and
was told very firmiy not to rock the bout.

bob

Bob's your uncle! British & Australian,

Informad

something that you say after you have
explained how to do something, to
emphasize that It will be simple and
successiul » You strply put on the stain
remover. leave it for an howr and Bob's
Your uncle, the stain’s gone.

bodice-ripper

a bodice-ripper humorous
a romantic book, usually where the story
happens a long time ago, in which the
characters show very strong emotions
= She's uritten a seriols novel, not some
sortof bodice-ripper.



body

body and soul
If you do something or believe something
bedy and soul, you do it or believe it
completely » She dedicated herself to her
research, body and soul.

a body blow muainly British
something that causes serious difficulty
or disappointment » Losing the court case
was a body blow wo animal rights
campaigners. « Her hopes of compeling in
the Olympics were dealt a body biow
when she fell and injured her back.

keep body and soul together
to just be able to pay for the things that
vou need in order to live » We can barely
keep body and soul together on what he
earns.

bog

bog standard Britsh, informal
completely ordinary = [ just wani o
completely buy standard washing
machine,

boil

go off the boil

1 British & Australion o become less
successful = After winning thetr first two
matches this season, the French team seem
to have gone of the boll.

2 British if a situation or feeling goes off
the boil, it becomes less urgent or less
strong * The housing issue has gone off
the boll recently, despite altempis o revive
public interest. » Our affalr went off the
boil when 1 discovered he was marvied.

on the boil british
if a situation or feeling Is on the boll, it s
very strong or active » The corruption
scandal is belng kept on the boil by a series
of new revelations.

boiling

reach boiling point
if a situation or an emotion reaches
boiling point, it becomes impossible to
control because the emotions imvolved
are so strong « Publlc anger reached
botling point when troops were called in to
control protesters.

bona fide

asbold as brass
with too much confldence » He walked up
fo me bold as brass and asked [ 1 had any
sparechange

bolt

bolt upright
in A& position where you are sitting up
with your back very straight » He woke to

seemed 0 be very happy in his job, so his
resignation came as a bolt out of the
blue.

shoot your bolt

o use all your encrgy Wrying to do
somcthing, so that you do not have
enough energy lefl to finlsh it e (never in
continuous tenses) By the end of the third
lap It was obvious that she had shot her
bolt, and the Canadian runner took the
tead.

bomb

go (like) a bomb EBritish & Australian,
informal
to be very successful « Judging from the
noise they're making, the par{y must be
going like a bomb.

go like a bomb British & Australian,
informal
if a vehicle goes like a bomb, it can move
very fast » Henry's nato sportscar goes like
an absolute bomb.

put a bomb under sb British & Australian
If you want o put a bomb under
someonc, you want to make them do
things faster « I'd lke to put a bomb
under those solicitors.

bona fide

bona fide
if someone or something is bona fide,
they are what they seem to be and they
are not trying to deccive you = The new



lmmigration policy is so scvere it risks

rejecting bona fide political refugees.
bone
be bone dry bones ,
be as dry as a bone I (can) feel itin my bones.

something that vou say when you are
certain something is true or will happen,
although you have no proof « Something
terrible is going to happen. I feel if in my

to be completely dry o The ground was
bone dry after 3weeks without rain.

be bone idle British
to ba very lazy « She's bone idle - she just

sits around the house all day talching TV vt
make no bones about sth
be close to the bone to say clearly what you think or feel
be near the bone

although you may embarrass or offend

if something you say or write is close to
the bone, 1t is close to the truth in a way
that may offend someone « He said Re was
only joking, but his comments were a bit

someone « He made no bones aboul his
dissatisfoction with the service in the
hotel. = She makes no bones aboud

close 1o the bone. » Your remark about twarntng Joitn to lecve.
people who've been in trouble with the  bon mot
police was very near the bone. a BOR ok
be cut tothe bone a funny or clever remark = Wilde's bons
if a service or an amount of money is cut maots are legendary:
to the bone, it is reduced as much as )
possible » How can we create quality bon viveur
programmes when our funding has been  a bon viveur mainly British

cud to the bone?

he/she doesn't have a [jealous, mean,

unkind etc.] bone in hisiher body
something that you say in order to
emphasize that someone is not jealous,
mean, unkind etc o He'd never
deliberately hurt someone’s feelings - he
doesn't have @ mean bone In his body:
there isn‘t a [mean, Jealous, unkind
otc.] bone In sb's body ¢ She wasn't the
possessive type, and theve wasn’t a jealous
bone in her body.

someonc who enjoyvs good food and wine
= A noted bon viveur; he had a passion for
French euisine.

boo

not say boo American. informal
1o sav nothing « She expected the boss (o be
reatly angry, but he didn't say boo.
wouldn’t say boo to a goose Brifish,
informal
wouldn't say boo American, informal
wouldn't say boo to a fly Australian,
informal
if someone wouldn't say boo to a goose,
they are shy and nervous = She wouldn't
say boo to a goose, soldow’t think she's cut
out for a career in ghe police. = I remember
her as a guiet litile girl who wouldn't say
boo.

book

crack a book American, informeal
to open a book in order to study « {usually

negative) | haven't seen her crack o book
and the French test Is tomorrow

Bone is used in the following phrases
connected with arguing or feeling

annoyed about something




go by the book X

do sth by the book
to do something exacrly ss the rules tell
you » My lawyer always goes strictly by
the book. » This is a privale deal - we don’t
have to do everything by the book.

in my book informal .
inmy opinion « She's never lied to me, and
in my book thas cotints for a lot.

read sb like a book
if vou can read someone llke a baok, vou
know exactly what they are feeling or
thinking without having to ask = You're
bored, aren’t you? I can read you like a
book.

You can’t judge a book by its cover.
something that you say which means vou
cannot judge the quality or character of
someone or something just by looking at
them o She doesn’t look very intelligent,
but you can’t judge a book by Its cover

Book is used in the following phrases
connected with punishing people.

bring sh to book British & Australian
to punish someone » (usually passive) A
crime has been committed and whoever is
responsible must be brought to book.

throw the book at sb lr/ormal
to punish or criticize someone as
severely as possible « Jtf weas the fifth rime
Frank had been arvested for drink-
driving, so the judge threw the book at
him.

books

cook the books informal
to record false information In the
accounts of an organization, especially
In order to steal money < (usually in
continuous tenses) Ome of the directors
had been cooking the bocks and the firm
had been losing money for years.

boots

hit the books Armerican & Australian, -
informal a
to study » I can’t go out tonight. I've got to
hit the books.

That's/There’s one for the books. British,
American & Australian, informal

That's/There’s a turn-up for the books
British & Australion, informal
something that you say when something
strange or surprising happens « M)y sister
stayed in ona Saturday night! There'sone
for the books. » That's a turn-up for the
books - a Frenchman who loves English
Jood.

boom

lower the boom American, informeal
to suddenly stop someone doing
something you do not approve of » Dad
lowered the boom. 1 have to stay in the next
oo weekends.

boot )

give sb the boot X_

1 informal to stop employing someone
* They gave him the boot for swearing at
his manager.
gat the boot ixformal = Did she tell you
why she got the boot?

2 informal to end a romantic relationship
with someone » Ske gave him the boot
because he wouldn't stop talking about his
ex-girlfriends.

put the boot In British, informal

1 to make a bad situation worse ¢ He lost
his job and then his wife put the boot in by
announcing ske was leaving him.

2 to attack someone by kicking them again
and again, usually when they are lving
on the ground e Four lods pushed him
down andthen pur the boot in.

boots

Bemath i Bk on: o
to die while you are still actively involved
in your work e I never want to retive - I'd
rather die with my bootseon.

hang up vour boots
to permanently stop playing a sport
= After a disastrous season it is riumoured
that Gregory may hang up his boots once
and for all



bootstraj

lick sb's boots infbrmal / * You can't expect your mother to belleve
te try too herd to plesse someone that - shewasn't bore yesterday!
important ¢ I'm not prepared to ek posom
spimeone’s boots to get ¢ promotion.

in the bosom of sb literary

if you are in the bosom of 8 group of

people, especially your family, you are
bootstraps with people who love you and make you
haul/pull yourself your bootstraps feel safe « She was glad to be home agam.

to improve youru;t:zliun by your own back in the bosom of her family.

cfforts without any help from other bossy

people » My father pulled himself up by g bossy boots Brifish & Australion,

his bootstraps o become one of the richest informal

ren in the country. an impolite way of describing someone
whao always tells other people what to do

boot-licking * Far too much boot-licking
Eogs on in this office.

bore
bore -II'_m arse off sh British & Australian, ;gﬁ:;ﬁiﬁ; n?z.m RS-
very informal
bore the ass off sb American, very bottle
informal hit the bottle
to make somecone verv bored « These to start drinking top much algohal
wildlife programmes hore the arse aff me. regularly usually in order to forget your
problems = He lost his job and hit the
bored Bistals.
be bored to deathtears Informal < be on the bottle * She wasn’t making
be bored stiff informal rauch sense when I talked to her I think
to be very hored = The speeches went on she's on the bottle again.
Jor an hour. I was bored L death.
bore sb to death/tears bottom

bore sh stiff = Thatflim bored me Lo tears. sb's bﬂtlum drawer
the things a young woman collects to use

born in her home after she is married = I've
bom and bred given her some silver cutllery for her

if you were born and bred in a place, you botsorn drawer.

were born and grew up in that placcand  sb's bottom line

have the typical characler of somecone the lowest amount of money that
who lives there = (often + in) She was someune is willing to give or recelve m
bornand bred in Jamaico but now Hues In payment for something = Ay bottom line
France, » He's a Londoner born and bred. on this job is $5000 - I can’t do it for less.

be born with a silver spoon in your the bottom dropsialls out of the

mouth
to be the son or daughter of a very rich
family » His complete lock of concern
abeut money Is natural of someone who
was born with o stlver spoon in their
mouth.

Uhe/she wasn't born yesterday!
something that you sav in order to tell
someone that a persen iz not stupid and
cannot be easily deceived » You'd betler
think of @ better excuse ahout the dent in
my car wasn't born yesterday, you know!

the bottom line

2 the total amount of money that a

market
if the bottom drops out of the marketof a

product, people stop buving it * The
boftom fell owt of the art market and
dealers were left with hundreds of

unsalenble paintings.

business makes or loses » The botiom line



boys

is what counts in maost companies these from doing it = (cften + to do sth) She's

days. bowund and determined to make her career
at the bottom of the heapipile in medical research.

in a worse situation than anyoneelseina  bounds

group of people » Those at the bottom of be out of § Js

the heap feel that society has failed their. ¢ 56 ap ares s out of bounds, you are not

* The homeless are at the bottom of the ., weq 46 po there » AL military sites are

pile with littke hope of improving their totally outof bounds.

Situasion. 2 If anactivity or object is out of bounds, it
be bumpling along the bottom &ritish is not approved of or not allowed » High
Hmmicsystﬂsbumpings&uf Jfat yoods are out of bounds on this diet.

the bottom, it is v ing very LA nol is formal
* With the economy bumping along the 0" )" \nonen o quality knows no
bottom, it seems uniikely any netw jobs will | 1s, it fs not limited = 7om’s loyaity

becreated.
the company knows no bounds.
be/lie at the bottom of sth 4

to be the real reason for something bow
unpleasant I don’t know for certain why bow and scrape
she dislikes you, but I suspect Jealousy s to try too haml to please someone in a
ar the bottom of it position of authority e« (often in
from the bottom of your heart continuous tenses) It's embarrassing to
with sincere feeling » We would like o 5% stalf bowing and scraping to the new
thank you from the bottom of our hearts ~ FrimeMinister
Jor all your help. boy
20 a blue-eyed boy British & Australian
a fair-halred boy American & Australian
a man who is liked and admired by
someone in authority » He tas very much
the blug-eyed boy in the of)ice.
a mummy‘s'mother’s boy Oritish &
Australian
to harm something and make it weaker, a boy or man who allows his mother to

especially by taking awsy the thing it
needs in order to continuc ar be
successful » Ben losing his job has
knocked the buttom out of our plans to buy
a house.

bottomless

a bottomiess pit )'1
someone or something that always needs
or wants more of whatever thev are
given, especially money = It's ¢ poor
coundry with a bottomless pit of debt.
» Seb'll eat any food that's lgft over He'sa
bortomless pit!

bound

be bound and determined American

to have a strong wish o do something
and to not allow anything (o stop you

have too much influence on him ¢ Derek’s
a bit of a mummy's boy. He finished with
his last girlfriend because his mother
disapproved. » He was often depicted as o
weak-willed marma's boy with a
domineering mother.

boys
Boys will be boys.

something that you say which meansitis
not surprising when boys or men behave
in a noisy, rude, or unpleasant way » He
goes drinking on a Friday night and
always ends up in a fight. Boys will be
boys.

the boys in blue British & Australian

the police » The boys in blue were round
again last night, asking questions.
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brain
& brain box British & Australian, informal

a very Intelligent person « Come on brain
box, what’s the answer?

a brain drain
the movement of people with cducation
and skills from their own country to
another country where they are paid
more for their woark « There is a bruin
drain of British mathematiclians to the
United States.

a brain trust American & Ausiralton
a group of people with special knowledge
or skills who give advice to someone ina
position of authority « He foined the
Presidents brain trust for the elecrion
campaign.

be brain dead humorous
if someone 1s brain dead, thelr mind 1s
not working effectively, usually because
they are very tired or very bored = By the
time I leave work I'm completely brain
dead.

be out of your braln British, very
Informal
to be very drunk « By the time I arrived at
the party he was out of his brain.

get your brain in gear informal
to make yourself start thinking clearly
and effectively » I've got fo get my brain in
£gear for the meeting this afternoon.

have sth on the brain informal
to not be able to stop thinking or talking
about one particular thing « You've got
cars on the brain. Can’t we talk about
something else for a change?

rack vour brain/brains
to think very hard, usuallv in order to
remember something or to find a
solution to a problem » Fve been racking
my brains but I still can’t remember twho
wrote that play.

brains

be the brains behind sth
to be the person who plans and organizes
something, especially something
successful » He was the brains behind
many of the best movies ever made.

beat your brains out
to spend a lot of time worrying about a
problem and thinking sbout how to deal
with it  (often + doing sth) 've been
beating my brains out trying to thinkof a
way of getting the money 10 her in tirne.
blow 5b’s brains out
to kill someone by shooting them in the
head » After two unsuccessful sulcide
attempts, she finally blew her brains out.
plick sb's brains
to ask for information or advice from
someone whe Kknows more about a
subject than you do « I'd love Lo pick your
brains about computers - you seem to be
the expert around here,

brakes

put the brakes on
to stop an activity = The government has
put the brakes on any further spending.

brass

brass monkey weather British, very
informal
extremely cold weather « It's brass
monkey weather todey, isn'tit!
be cold enough to freeze the balls off
a brass monkey British, very informal
» We were in Moscow, and it was cold
enough to freeze the balls off a brass
monkey

the brass ring American
success or & reward that you try to
achieve, often by competing against
other people * Owr aim is w0 have the best
team in the league — the brass ring is there
Buys, goand get it

get down to brass tacks
to start talking about the most important
or basic facts of a situation £ Brass
tacks is Cockney rhyming slang (= an
informal kind of language said to be vused
in parts of London) for facts. » Let’s get
down to brass tacks. Who's paying for all
of this?

have the brass (heck) to do sth Brifish,
tformal

have the brass (balls) to do sth American
& Australian, very informal
to have the confidence to do something
that 1s rude or shows a lack of respect,
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without caring whethor people approve
* How does she have the brass to ask for a
day off during our busiest peripd? » He
had the brass balls to announce his
engagement to Sally in front of his ex-
wife.

brave

put a brave face/front on sth

to behave in a way that makes people
think vou are happy when you are not
» They've had some bad luck, but they've
put a brave face on their probiems. = She's
very ill but she's putting a brave front
on it (= making people believe her
Wliness does not worry her)

put on a brave face/front = He doesn’t
seemn upset about losing. Do you think he'’s

Just putting on a brave face?

brawn

be all brawn and no brains
to be physically strong but not very
intclligent = T agree he's got a good body,
but ke'sall brawn and no brains.

breach

step into the breach formal
to do someone's work when they are
suddenly not sble to do it  Professor
Collier stepped into the breach when the
guest lecturer failed Lo turn up.

sb's bread and butter informal

a job or activity that provides you with
the money you need to live « Teaching at
the local college ks his bread and butter
bread and butter a bread and butler
subject or problem is about things that
people need n order to live, such as
money and jobs ¢ Unemployment and
taxes are the bread and butter Issues of
this campaign.

bread and circuses
activitles that are intended to keep
people happv so that they do not
complain about problems » Tax cuts are
Just bread and clrcuses designed to
distract attention from the underlying
economic crisis.

breath

breadline

be/live on the breadline British &
Australian
to be very poor £>In America,
breadlines were wvery poor people
standing in a line waiting for free food
provided by the government. » Most
families of the unemployed are on the
breadiine. » How many elderly people in
Britain are living on the breadline?
beflive below the breadline = Thereare
immigrant! families living below the
breadline m some areas.

break

glve sba break informal X
to stop criticizing or behaving in an
unpleasart way to someone » Give her a
break — she’s only a child and she didn't
mean any harnt.

Give mefus a breakl American &
Australion, informal
something that you say when you do not
believe what someone has just =said
= ‘You're going to run a marathon? Give
mea bregk!”

breakfast

Fa
aat ¢b for breakfast >‘\
to speak angrily to someone, or to
criticize someone » My boss would eat me
Jor breakfast if Iasked for more money

breast

beat your breast

to publicly pretend that you feel sad or
guilty = Managers are beating their
breasts about the loss of 50 jobs, bui staff
suspect more redundancles are on the way

breast-beating * No amount of breast-
beating will bring back those who died in
the crash.

breath

a breath of fresh air X
someone or something that is new and
different and makes everything seem
more exciting = Angela’s like 6 breath of
JSresh alr when she comes to stay. « After all
the criticism, his positive commenis came
as a breath of fresh air
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catch your breath

1 to stop breathing for a moment because
something surprises or frightens you = f
caught my breath when I saw the scar on
her face.

2 to rest for a moment after doing physical
exercise and walt untll you can bresth
regularly again » She stopped (o catch her
breath at the top of the hill.

Don’t hold your breath,
something that you say In order to tell
someone that an event Is not likely to
happen » She said she'd phone but don't
hold your breath.
if something takes your breath away, you
feel surprise and admiration because it is
very besutiful, good, or exciting ¢ The
beauly of the Taj Mahal took my breath
ariay.

under youl" breath
if ¥ou say something under your btieath,
you say it very guietly so that people
cannot hear the exact wards » 7 don't
believe you." she muttervd under her
breath,

waste vour breath

to tell or ask someone something
although this will have no effect « (often
negative) Don't waste your breath. I've
aiready asked her Lo help and she said no.
= You'd be wasting your breath reporting
it to the police - they never look for stolen
bikes.

a waste of breath « | could iry and
persuade her to stay, but it would probably
bea waste of breath,

brick

be/come up against a brick wall
to not be able to contimue an activity or do
something you want to do « [I've fried
everytehere { can think of for funding but
I've come up against a brick wall. » My
brother wants to leave home but he can’t
find a job. He's up apainst a brick wall.

shit a brick taboo
to be very frightened or worried « My
niece ook me on the rollercoaster and I
nearly shita brick.

bricks

You can’t make bricks without straw.
something that you say which means you
cannot do something correctly without
the nccessary materials « [ need an

electric drill to put these shelves up. You
can’l make bricks without straw.

bridge

bridges y

bulld bridges
to improve relationships hetween people
who are very different or do not like each
other « {often + between) A local charity
is working to build bridges between
different ethnic groupsin the area.

bright

bright and early
very early in the morning * You're up
bright and eariy.

a bright spark DGritish & Australian
an Intelligent person £> This phrase is
aften used humorously to mean the
opposite. » Some brighi spark was
elearing up and threw my invitation aww!

a bright spot
a pleasant or successful event or period
of time when most other things are
unpleasamt or not successful « (often +
in) The only bright spot in Liverpool’s
disastrous performance was € SIURRIng
goal in the second half

the bright lights
exciting and attractive people and places
in big cities I went in search of the
bright lights, but ail T found was poverty
and loneiiness.

be as bright as a button British &
Australian
to be intelligent and able to think quickly
o She was bright as a button - always
asking questions and guick to help.
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be bright and breezy
to be happv and confident » [ ge! a bit
depressed at times, whereas GHl's alicays
bright and breezy.

look on the bright side "
to try to see something good in 8 bad
situation « Look on the bright side. The
accldent Insurance might pay for a neto
car.

bright-eyed

be bright-eyed and bushy-tailed
HUIMOrous
to be full of energy and eager to do things
» She was bright-eyed and bushy-tailed
the next morning, despite having been up
half the night.

bring

bring out the best in b
to make someone show or use the good
qualitics they have » Stressfld sifuations
don't usually bring out the best i people.
orposite bring out the worst in sb = [
can't stop criticizing her - she just brings
out the worst tn me.

on the brink of sth
i someone or something i on the brink
of a situation, that situation Is likely to
happen soon = The country ison the brink
of civll war « We are tectering on the
brink of bankruptcy. = Ske Is on the brink
of international stardom.

broad

broad (brush) strokes
H wvou dezcribe a situation with broad
strokes, vou describe jt in & very general
way without giving any details « The
novel's historical background is filled in
with broad brush strokes. » In ¢ few broad
strokes he summed up his betiefs.

a broad church British
an organization that includes many
different types of people with different

brown-bagging

opinions « The Congress remains a hroad
church with members from a diversity of
backgrounds.

be broad in the beam old-fashioned
to have 8 lerge bottom » Tess has always
been rather broad in the beam, despite ail
those diets.

In broad deylight
If a crime is committed In broad
daylight, it happens during the day when
It could easlly have been seen and
prevented « The man was shot af close
range in broad davlight in front of his
Notise.

broke

go for broke (nformal .
to risk everything in erder to achieve the
result you want « She decided to go for
broke and pursue her acting career full-
fime. .

If itain't broke, don‘t fixIt.
something that you say which meansif a
system or method works well there s no
reason to change it « We're happy with
our exam system in Scotland, and as they
say. {f' it ain’t broke, den't fix i,

Bronx

a Bronx cheer American, informal
a rude sound you make by holding your
tongue between vour lips and blowing
s Cindy turned around and blew a Bronx
cheer at the kids who'd been teasing her.

brown

be as brown as a berry Uritish &
Australlan
if comeone is as hrown as a berry thelr
skin has become much darker hecause of
the effectz of the sun ¢ Ske's as brown as
G berry afler a muonth in Greece.

brown-bagging

brown-bagging American, informal
taking your own food, usually in a brown
paper bag, to eat in the middlc of the day
when vou are not at home » We've stopped
brown-bagetng - I8°s too cold now: Lo eat in
the park.
brown-bag + (alwavs before noun) We
had oyr meeting over a brown-bag lunch.
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brownie

earn/get brownie points n/ormal
to get praise ar approval for something
vou have done o I thought I might get some
brownle points by helping to organize the
party.

brown-nose .

brown-nosa informal
to try too hard to please someone,
especially someone in a position of
authority, in a way that other people find
unpleasant » The rest of the class were
sick of watching him brown-nose.

brows

knit your brows Hierary
ta move vour eyehrows (= the hair ahove
your eyes) closer together when you are
worrled or thinking carefully » Sasha
knitted her brows os she listened to the
storm forecast.

brunt

bear/take the brunt of sth
to receive the worst part of something
unpleasant or harmful, such as an attack
* The oldest parts of the town bore the
brunt of the missile attacks.

bubble

the bubble bursts
a very happy or successful period of time
suddenly ends ¢ (usually in past tenses)
The economy was booming, then the
bubble burst with the stockmarket crosh of
Oxtober 1987.
burst the bubble ¢ Their firs! argument
burst the bubble,

buck

buck naked American & Australian,
informal
completely naked = I got a shock when I
saw her siting buck naked, drink in
hand, watching TV

The buck stops here.
something thar vou say in order to tell
someone that you will take responsibility
for a situation or problem « Wi carry out
all the safety tests in this department, so
the buck stops here.

The buck stops with sb. * The police
authorized the rald and they must accept
that the buck stops with them.

make a fast/quick buck American &

Australian, informal "4

to earn money guickly and often in a way
that is not honest £>A buck is an
informal word for a dollar (= a unit of
money in America). » Times are hard -
you have to make a fast buck wherever
and fowever You cart,

pass the buck ¥

to hlame someone or to make them
responsible for a problem that yvou should
deal with yourself £ In the cand game
poker; the buck is an object passed to the
person who wins in order to remind them
that they must be the first person to give
money for the prize in the next game.
= (sometimes - to) Parents aften try to
pass the buck to teachers when children
misbehave in school. » Bus companies are
Jjust passing the buck by saying their
drivers are responsibie for delays.

bucket
kick the bucket informal .

to die » Didn’t you hegr? He Kicked the
bucket. Had a heard attack, I'think.

buckets
sweat buckets informal

to sweat (= lose water through your skin)
a lot = I was sweating buckets under my
plastic rain facket.

bucks
a bucks party Australian

a party for a man who is going to get
married to which only his male friends
are invited = I got ¢ bit drunk at Pete’s
bucks party and disgraced myself

bud
nip sth In the bud

to prevent a small problem from getting
worse by stopping it soon after it starts
o The strike was nipped in the bud by some
clever negotiation.

buff
in the buff oic-fashioned

naked » He came out of the bedroom in the
byfx
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buffers

hit the buffers British
If a plan or activity hits the buffors, it
falls to develop or is stopped £> The
buffers are two pieces of metal at the end
of a railway line that a train will hit if it
does not stop. « The talks hit the byffers
after only 4 hours,

built

be built like a brick shithouse British &
Australian, very informal
if someone is built 1ike a brick shithouse,
they are very strong and very big » [
wasn't going fo argue with him - he was
built like a brick shithouse.

be built like a tank
if a person or a vehicle is built like a
tank, they are very strong and very big
» These cars are huilt like tanks. » | should
imagine he’s pretty strong - he's built like
a lank.

be built on sand X
if something Is bullt on sand, it Is not
firmly established and 1s Likely to fuil
o They seem Quite happy now but I have &
Jecling that this marriage is built on sand.

bull

be like a bull in a china shop
to often drop or break things because you
move awkwardly or roughly = Rob's likea
bull in a china shop - don't let him near
those plants. = She's tike a bull in a china
shop when it comes to dealing with
people’s feelings. (= behaves in & way that
offends people)

like a bull at a gate
if you do something like a bull at a gate,
vou do it very quickly » Al wants fo finish
the shelves today so he's going at them
like a bull at a gate.

take the bull by the horns
to do something difficult in a determined
and confident way = Why don't you lake
the bull by the horns and tell him to leave?

bullet
to make yoursell do something or accept
something difficult or unpleasant
£>When army doctors performed

bum

painful operations without drugs, they
gave patients a bullet to put between
their teeth. » They decided 1o bite the
bullet and pay the extra for the house they
really wanted. = Car drivers are biting the
bullet after another rise in petrol prices,

bullets

sweat bullets American, informal
to be very worried or frightened » He was
sweating bullets by the time the police had
finished questioning him.

bull-headed

bull-headed
someone who is bullheaded 1is
determined to do exactly what they want
to do. and does not think about what
other people want = He's completely buil-
headed. I asked him not to throw out that
old table. but he did it anyway.

bully

Bully for you! informal
something that you say when you do not
think what someone has done deserves
praise or admiration, although they
think it does » ‘I cleaned the whole house
yesterday.” ‘Bully for you!”

a bully pulpit American
an important job or position that
SOmMeonNe can use to persuade other
people to zccept their ideas » The
presidency is a wonderful bully pulpit to
convince the country of the need for a
balanced budget.

bum

a bum rap American, informal
blame or punishment that is not fair
o Teachers are getting a bum rap from
people who say they dont work hard
enough, « She was sent wp to the
penitentiary ona bum rap.

a bum steer American & Australian,

informal

information that is not correct or not
helpful = The bies driver gave us a bum
steer and weended up miles from where we
wanted fo go. » Her suggestion to eat at
that little Iralian restowrant was a bum
sieer: (= a bad suggestion)
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the bum's rush American, informal
the action of getting rid of someone who
Is not wanted « The photographer was
given the bum’s rush by two pollcemen
guarding the office. « Why do [ feel I'm
getting the bum'’s rush? Where are you off
m"

bump

like a bump on a log American, informal
if someone sits or stands somewhere like
@& bump on a log, they do not react In a
useful or helpful way to the activities
happening around them  Don't just sit
there like a bump on a log, come and help
us!

bumper

bumper to bumper
vehicles that are bumper o bumper are
in a line one after another and are
moving very slowly or stopped * Cars
were lined up bumper to bumper along the
whole length of the road.
bumper-to-bumper + (always before
noun) We were caught in bumper-io-
bumper traffic for over an hour

bun

have a bun in the oven Dritish &
Australian, humorous
to be pregnant « | hear Wendy's got a bun
in the oven.

bundile

a bundle of joy informal
a2 baby e Three days afler the birth,
Sandra took home her little bundle of foy.

not be a bundle of laughs 7/ormal
to not be entertaining or enjoyable
o She's not a bundle of laughs, your
cousin. » The funeral wasn't exactly a
bundie of laughs.

not go a bundle on sth British, informal
to not like something » I don't go a bundle
on Anne's new haircut.

bunnies

fuck like bunnles Amerlcen, taboo
if people fuck like bunnies they produce
too many bables very quickly « Ten kids!
Those people fuck like bunnies.

burn

burn vour boats Britlsh & Australian

burn your bridges British, American &
Australian
to do something that makes it impossible
for you to change your plans and go back
to the situation you were in before » She
didn’t want ro burn her boats by asking
Jor a divorce, so she suggested a trial
separation Instead. » I'd already burned
my bridges with my previous employer by

burning

have sth burning a hole in your pocket
humorous
If someone has money burning a hole in
their pocket, they want to spend it as
soon as possible = { had a filty dollar bill
that was burning a hole In my pocket, 50 I

Sigured I'd go out and have a reailly good
time.

bush

bush league American, informal
not done to the usual or accepted
standards e His article was a bush league
stunt to discredit the company, and he has
apologized.

the bush telegraph British & Australian
the way in which people quickly pass
important information to other pecple,
especially by talking * News of the
redundancies spread immediately on the
bush telegraph.

beat about/around the bush
to svoid talking about a difficult or
embarrassing subject because you ure
worried about upsetting the person
you are talking to » (usually negative)
Don't bear arvund the bush, Just tell
me where my brother Is. » There 15 no polnt
in beating about the bush. I'm leaving
you.

bushes

beat the bushes American
to try very hard to get ur achieve
something = She's not out there beating
the bushes fur a job - she’s just as happy
not working.



55

business

business is business

somaething that you say which means the
purpose of business is to make a profit,
and that other things, such as personal
feelings, must not be allowed to prevent
this ® Business is business, and if your
[friend can't prodiuwe the work on time, I'll
have to find someone else.

the business end ifirmal
the business end of a weapon or tool is
the end which does the damage or work
s She screamed when she found harself
Jacing the business end of hisgun.

not in the business of doing sth
if you are not in the business of doing
something., you do not do it. usually
because you think it is wrong e I'm not in
the business of causing trouble.

mix business with pleasure
to combine work with soclal activities or
cnjoyment = (usually negative) Let's keep
this relationship strictly professional. T
Drefer not to mix business with pleasure.

business as usual X
a situation that has returned to its usual
state again after an unpleasant or
surprising event = If wos business as
ustial at the school yesterday only a month
after the fire.

be in business informal %,
to be able tw start doing something
becanse vou have evervthing vou need to
do it = As soon as I find iy map end my
keys we're In business.

do the business Uritish & Australian,
informai

1 to achlove what ls wanted or needed ina
situation « As long as he does the business
on the football fleld, theclub is happy with
him.

2 to have sex » Sp he went home with her Do
you think they did the business?

mean business
to be serious about achieving something,
cven if other people disagree with vou
e The changes the new government has
matdle show they mean business.

butterflies

busman

a busman’s holiday
time away from work that is spent doing
something that is similar to your nsual
job e Going to the becch is too much of a
busman’s holiday for him - hes a
ireguard!

bust

bust vour ass/balls American.very
informal

bust your arse Australian, very informal
to use a lot of effort to do something = [/
busted my balls getting him that ticket,
and notoe he's changed his mind! « He bust
tis arse for ten years ins that job and got no
thanks for it.

busy

be as busy as a bee old-fashioned

be a busy bee old-fashioned
Lo be very busy or very active » She's as
busy as a bee. always going o meetings
and organizing parties.

butt

sb’s butt is on the line American & Y.
Australian, very informal
if sumeone’s butt is on the line, they are
in a situation where they will be blamed
if things go wrong = It's my butt on the
iine {f we don't make this delivery today.
so get moving guys.

kick (sb's) butt American & Australian, ~y
very informal
to punish somecne or to defeat someone
with & ot of force « The officer told his
men to move it on the protesiors and kick
butt - show them who's boss!» We weent owd
with the gang to kick some buts.

butter

butter wouldn't melt in b's mouth
if butter wouldn't melt in someone’s
mouth, they lock as if they would never
do anything wrong although vou think
they would » She looks as though butter
wouldn't melt in her mouth but I've seen
her fighting with the younger kids.

butterflies

have butterflies {in your stomach)
to feel very nervous, usually about
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something you are going to do » She had
butterflies in her stomach as she walked
out onto the stage.

button

Button it! informal
an impolite way of telling someone that
you want them to stop talking « Button i,
OK! I'm trying to think.

on the button mainly American, informal
if something happens at a particular
time or is a particular amount on the
button, it happens at exactly that time or
is exactly that amount = We altays sif
down io eat at 6.00on the bution.

(right) on the button mainly American,
informal
§if & remark ls on the button, it is exactly
right » Your remarks about Tim were
right on the button, He's arrogant, rude
and selfish.

buzz 8

a buze word }K
g word or phrase that people in 8
particular group start to use a lot
because they think it is important
s Minimalism is the latest buzz word in
modern architecture.

glve sb a buzz

1 informal to telephone someone » Give me
a buzz when you get home.

2 if something gives vou a buzz, it makes
you feel excited « Watching luve bands
really gives me a buzz.
get a buzz from sth/doing sth informal
» ] get a real buzz from seeing my name in
print,

bygones

Let bygones be bygones. siightly formal
sonething that you say in order to tell
someone to forget about unpleasant
things that have happened in the past
» Why can't you put all that bad feeling
behind you and let bygones be bygones?

by-your-leave

without so much as a by-your-leave old-

Jashioned

if you say that someone does samething
without so much as & by-your-leave, you
MEeAn you are angry because they did not
ask your permission to do it = That's
twice now he's just marched in here
without so much as a byyourleave and
picked a book off my shelf!
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the whole (kit and) caboodle nftrmal
the whole of something, including
everything that is connected with it = [
like everything about Christmas - the
presents, the food, the carols - the whole
caboodle.

cack-handed

cack-handed

1 British & Australian, informal lacking
skill with your hands « Kob made a cack-
handed attermpt to fix the door and now it
waon't close at all. » She doesn’t strike me as
the practical sort - she’s a bit cack-handed.

2 British & Australian, informal lacking
skill in the way that you deal with people
» What struck me was the cack-handed
way that he dealr with the whole situation.

cage

rattle sb’s cage
Lo make someone angry on purpose, often
in order to make them seem silly  She
tried to rattle his cage with guestions
about his failed army career.

cahoots

be in cahoots
to be secretly planning something
together, especially something dishonest
* (usually + with) There are theories that
someone in the government was in cahools
with the assassin.

Cain

raise Cain old-fashloned
to complain angrily about something and
to cause a lot of trouble for the people
who are responsible for it = They know
that the children's parents will raise Cain
i/ they're excluded from classes.

cake

have your cake and eat it (too)
to have or do two good things that it is
usually impossible to have or do at the
same time * He wants to have his cake and
eat ir. He wants the security of marriage
and the excitement of aqffairs. » You can't
have your cake and eat it. [f you want
better local services, you have lo pay more
foax

the icing on the cake British, American
Australian ¢

the frosting on the cake American
something which makes & good situation
even better » | was just content to see my
daughter in such a stable relationship but
a grandchild, that was really the icing on
the cake

call the shotsitune
to be the person who makes all the
important decisions and who has the
most power in & situation « She was used
to caliing the shots, to being in charge.

a call girl
8 woman who has sex with men for
money, especially one who arranges her
meetings by telephone *» His evwife
claimed that call girls had visited his
apartment each week ‘

answer the call of nature humorous X
to urinate (= pass liquid from the body)
« I had 1o go into the woods to answer the
call of noture.

calling

a calling card

1 something that shows & person or animal
has been in a place « The breties leave
behind their calling cards: litrle white
balis on the outside of the trees.

2 malnly American a quality or
achlevement that glves someone an
advantage » This performance acted as the
calling card that landed Taylor her first
major film role,

calm

./

the calm before the storm
a4 peaceful and quiet period before a
period of activity or trouble » The famliy
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are arriving this afternoon so I'm Just <can-do

sirting doun with a cup of coffee, Enjoving .pn.do

thecolm before the storm. willing to try different ways to solve
camp problems and confident that you will

siucceed o (always before noun) Her can-

a camp follower X do attitude is the reason we chose her for

someane who strongly supports 8 person the job,
or group although they are not a member
of an official organization « 7he candy

campaign for real ale had gathered Quite a

eye/mind candy American
number of camp fotlowers.

something that is intended to be pleasant
to look at but has no real meaning » A Jot
of these books are little more than eye
candy: cute photos with one-line captions
and that's about all.

can

cannon

cannon fodder
soldiers who are not believed to be
important and who are sent to fight in the
most dangerous places where they are
llkely o die = Inexperienced troops were
used as cannon fodder

be in the can
if a film is in the can, it has been
completed and is now ready to be shovn
» We started filming in April so the final
sequence should be in the can at the end of
the month.

carry the can British & Australtan
to take the blame or responsibility for
something thst s wrong or has not
succeeded o (often + for) She suspected
that she'd be lft to carry the can for her

canoe

paddie your own canoe Riformal
to be independent and not need help from

anyone ¢lse = We hoped that after he ieft
college he'd paddle his own canoe.

cap

to cap ltall
if vou have heen describing bad things
which happened and then say that to cap

hoises o it all something else happened, you mean

candle that the final thing was even worse » He
spulled red wine on the carpet, insulted my

burn H'e“a"dhﬂh“h ends mother, and, o cap it all, he broke my

to get little sleep or rest because you are favourite vase.,

busy until late every night and you get up

early every morning e« (usually in  capital

continuous tenses) She'd been hurning ith a capital [A/B/C etc)

the candle at both ends studving for her
exams and made herself il

can‘t hold a candle to sh/sth
if someone or something cannot hold a

1 something that you say in order to
emphasize a particular quality « You're
frouble with a capttal T, you are!

2 I you talk about a subject with a capital

candle to someone or something else,
they are not as good as that other person
or thing « These pop bunds that you hear
nowadays can't hold ¢ candle to the
groups e used Lo listen {o in the sixtivs,

A/B/C etc., you mean the moat formal
and often limited understanding of that
subject « The Academy has been criticized
for being oo traditional and only
supporting Art with a capital A,
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a carbon copy X
someone or something that is extremely
similar to someone or something else
» (usually + of) He's a carbon copy of his
Jather:

card

be one cardisevaral cards short of a full
deck humorous
if someone is one card short of a full
deck, they are stupid or crazy » Do you
think your cousin might be one card short
of @ full deck?

have a card up your sleeve <
to have an advantage that other people do
not know about = I still had a card up my
slecve in the form of a letter from his
Sfathern

cardboard

cardboard city .
an areaof alarge city where many people
without a home slecp outside
£ Cardhoard iz 8 type of thick, stiff
paper used to make the tvpe of boxes that
people lkving outside sometimes sleep In
to keep warm. = Young people come to the
capital full of hope and end up in
cardboard city.

cards

the cards are stacked against sh }C’
if the cards are stacked against someone,
they are not at all likely to succeed in a
particular situation because they have a
lot of problems « Ife fought a britilant
campalgn, but the cards were stocked
against him from the start.

(if you) play your cards right informal
something that you say to someone
which means that if they behave in the
nght way they might succeed at
something ¢ Play your cards right and
you could be managing this place ina year

or so.

have/hold all the cards

carrot-and-stick

to be in a strong position when you are
competing with someone else, because
you have all the advantages ® There {sn't
much hope of him getting custody of the
children - as far as the law goes, she holds
all the cards.

Cards 1s used in the following phrascs
connected with telling or not telling
people your thoughts or plans.

keep/play vour cards close to your chest

to not tell anyone what youplantodo s J
never know what Martin's next move will
be. He plays his cards close to his chest.

lay/put your cards on the table >/

to tell someone honestly what vou think
or what vou plan to do « I'll put my cards
on the table: I don't like the way you've
been behaving. = She thought it was time
to put her cards on the table and tell him
that she had no intention of marrying
him,

care
not have a care in the world

to be completely happy and not have any
worries » I was sixteen yeurs old and
didn't have a care in the world. * He was
looking as if he didn’t have a care In
the world.

without a care in the world = 7/!s tline
fast week I was lying on a sunny beach
withow! a care in the world.

carried
be carried out feet flrst P

if someone will not leave a place until
they are carried out feet first, they will
not leave until they are dead » James
would never leave his home to go o a
retirement village - he'd be carried ot feet
Sfirst!

carrot-and-stick
carrot-and-stick K

if vou nse a carrot-andstick method to
make someone do something, you both



offer rewards and threaten punishments
» (always before noun) I've had to take the
carrot-and-stick approach fo

orrosiTE gt off sb's case informal « iold
him wvery straightforicardly that the
problem had already been dealt with and
he was to get off my case. (= stop

work, the moremoney they get. criticizing me)
carrot-top I rest my case.
a carrot-top informal something that you say when someone

says or does something that proves the
truth of something you have just said
e Tt's time Nigel left home, or he'll never
learn to be Independent.” 'He doesn't even
know how to boil an egg.' 'Trest my case.”

make (out) a case for sth/doing sth
to give pood reasons why something
should be done = You've certainly made
out a case for us buying a dishwasher.

a person with hair that is an orange
colour « Joe's blond and Rosie's a carrot-
Lop.

cart

put the cart before the horse
to do things in the wrong order » Deciding
what to wear before you've even been
invited to the party Is rather putting the
cart before the horse, isn't {7

: cash
carte blanche - cash on the barrelhead American

to let sormeone do v.uhatever they want in something Is bought « Ske's asking $6700
a particular situstion ¢ (ususlly + to do for the car -cash on the barrelhead.
sth) She gave her tnterior decoralor carte X
blanche to do up her apartment. acash cow
il a business or a part of a business that

carte blanche siight al
N e ahways makesulotof profit » The British

e He had carte blanche when it came 10 :
choosing which actors he wanted to work newspapers are the group’s biggest cash

with. cow, earning nearly 40% of group profits.
hard cash Brirish, American & Australion
cold cash American & Australian
money in the form of coins or notes
(= paper money) » We gave him half the
rmoney in hard cash and wrote a chegue for

acaseinpoint
an example which shows thar what youn
are saying 1s true or helps to explain why

you are saving it o Lack of  gherest

communication causes relationships to

fall. Your parents’ marriage is ¢ case In  casting

poni. the casting couch humorous

a situation in which an actor, usually a
wornan actor, agrees 1o have sex with
someone in order to get a part ina film or
play * Thankfully, the casting couch is no
longer the only rowte to success for

get on sb's case informal 7 aspiring young acfresses.
to criticize someone in an annoying way
for something that they have done« Jjust  Cast-iron
don’t want him getting on my case for <ast-iron

being late for work.

be on sb's case Informal = Some
Seminists declded that my remarks were
sexist and they've been on my case ever
since.

a cast-iron promise or arrangement is
one that can be trusted completely
= (always before noun) No new business
comes with a casi-fron guarantee of
SUCCPSS.
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castles

castles in the air X

plans or hopes that have very litdle
chanoce of happening « She tells me she'’s
planned oul her whole career, but as far as
I can see it's all just castles in the air
» DBefore you start bullding castles in the
air, just think how much all this Is likely
focost.

cat

be like a cat on a hot tin roof
¢ be nervous and ungble to keep still
« What'’s the matter with her? She’s like a
cat on o hot tinroof this morning.

be the cat's whiskers British &
Auestradion
to be better than everyone elso » T thought
I wigs the cal’s whiskers in my new dress.

fight like cat and dog British &
Australian

flght llke cats and dogs British &
American
to argue violently all the time « We gef on
very well as adults but as kids we fought
{ike cat ard dog.

Has the cat got your tongue?
something that you say to someone when
vou are annoyed because they will not
speak « Well, Ras the cat got your ongue?
I'm watiting for an explanation.

not have a cat In hell’s chance British
to have no chance at all of achieving
something = {usually + of + dolng sth)
Thay haven’t a cat in hell's chance of
getting over the mountain in weather like
this.

let the cat out of the bag
to tell people secret information, often
without intending to « I was rying fo
Kegp the party a secret, but Jun went and
et thecat out of the bag

like the cat that got the cream British &
Australion

like the cat that ate the canary Amerfcun
if someone looks like the cat that got the
cream, they annoy other people by
looking very pleased with themselves
because of something good that they

catbird

have done » Of course Mark got a glowing
report so e was sitting there grinning like
the cat that got the cream.

look like something the cat
broughtdragged In ziformal
if someone looks ke someihing the cat
brought In, they are very untldy and
dirty ¢ You can’t possibly go to school like
that - you look like something the catl
dragged in!

Look what the cat's dragged in!
informal
an insulting way of saying that someone
has just arrived, suggesting that they are
ugly and badly dressed » Well, look what
the cat’s dragged in. Did you make that
dress or borrow i from your mother?

play <at and mouse

to trv to defeat someane by tricking them
into making a mistake so that you have
an advantage over them « (often + with)
The 32yearold octress speni a large
proporiion of the week playing cat and
mouse with the press,

a cat and mouse game = /{5 fust the
latest monoeuvre In the eternal cat and
mouse game between the police and drug
FuRners.

put/set the cat among the pigeons
British & Australion
to do ar say something that causes
wouble and makes a lot of people angry
or worried « Tell them all they've got to
work on Saturday. That should set the cat
among the plgeons.

When/While the cat's away (the mice
will play).
something that you say which means
when the person In authority §s absont,
people will not do what they should do
e Do you think it's wise to leave the
children alone for so long? You know,
twhile the cat's auay..

catbird

be (sitting) in the catbird seat American,
old-fashioned
to be in a position of power and
importance = He'll be sitting in the catbird
seal when the boss retires.
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catch

catch 22

a catch 22 situation
asltuation where one thing must happen
in order to cause another thing to
happen, but because the first thing docs
not happen the second thing cannot
happen £> Catch 22 is the title of a book
by Joscph Heller about the experiences of
an American pilot. « [f you don't have a
piace 1o siay, you can’t get a Job and with
no job, you can’t get an apartment. It'’s a
catch 22 situarion,

you'll catch it British, informal
spmething that you say in order to teil
someone they will be punished for
something bad they have done « You'll
catch it if dad sees you smoking.

catch-as-catch-can

catch-as-catch-can American
achieved any way that is possible and not
in a planned way = We were working
round theclock to finish the profect so food
and steep were catch-as-ratch-con.

catty-curnar

catty-cormer American

catty-comaered Anericon
in a dircction from one corner of a
square to the opposite, far corner » (often
+ t0) Calty-corner to the theatre, there's a
drugstore.

caught .

be caught in the crossfire /-
to be badly affected by a situation where
two people or groups are arguing with
each other » (often + of) Unhappy
children ave often caught in the crossfire of
arguing parents. » (often - between) She
became caught in the crosyfire between
1o bosses with different ldeas about what
her job involved.

be caught napping
to not be ready to deal with something at
the time when It happens o Arsenal’s
defence was caught napping as Andrews
chipped in a goal from the right.

be caught short

1 British & Australlan, informal to have a
sudden urgent need to go to the toilet

« You should go to the tollet before you
feave. Youdon't want to becaught shorton
the journey.

2 American & Australian, informal to
suddenly find you are not prepared for a
situation, especially to be without money
when you need it » I'm caught short. Can
2ou you lend me some money so Ioan pay
Sfor moy lunch?

be caught with vour pantsitrousers

1o be suddenly discovered doing
something that you did not want other
people to know about, especially having
sex » Apparently he was caught with his
pants down. His wife came home to find
him in bed with the neighbour:

2 to be asked to do or say something that
you are not prepared foar « He asked me
where I'd been the previous evening and
wees cought tolth my trousers dotwn.

cause célebre b3

a cause célébre h
8 famous event or legal case which people
discuss a Jot because it is so intercsting
or shocking » The relationship befiveen
Edward Prince of Wales and Wallis

Simpson became an internationgl! cause
cilébre in the 1930s.

caution

throw caution to the wind(s)
to take a risk * You could cheays throw
caugion o the wind and have another
glass of wine.

centre

be/take centre stage Brilish

be/take center stage American
to be the most important thing or person
at an event or in a situation, or to be the
thing or person that pegple notice most
= A new range of electric cars will be
cenitre stage at next month’s exhzbition.

certain

sb of a certain age fumorous
used to avold saying that a persen,
usually a woman, is no longer young but
Is not yet old « Jt’s g clothes boutique
which caters for women of a certatn age.



c'est la vie

Cestlavie.
something that you say when something
happens that you do not like but which
you have to accept because you cannot
change it » I've got so much work that I
can’t go away this weckend. Oh well, c'est
la vie.

chain

pulliyank sb's chaln American &
Australian, informal
to say or do something that upsets
another person, especially because you

enjoy upsetting them * Boy she really
Kknows how to pull your chain!

chalk

be (like) chalk and cheese Brifish &
Australlan

be as different as chalk and cheese
British & Austratian
if two people are like chalk and cheese,
they are completely different from each
other » I don’t have anything in common
with my brother We're like chalk and
cheese,

chalkface

at the chalkface
a teacher who is at the chalkface is
teaching students, and is not working in
any other kind of job comnected with
education « The media give a picture of
Jalling standards in schools, but there is
optimism at the chalkface.

chance

Chance would be a fine thing! Britlsh,
informal
something that you say which means that
you would very much like something to
happen but there s no possibility that it
will = He sald I could do It In my spare
fime. Spare time? Chance would be a fine
thing’

charity

change

a change of heart
if someone has & change of heart, they
change their opinion or the way they feel
about something ¢ The revised legisiation
follows a change qof heart by the
government. » She was going o sell the
house but had a change of heart at the
{ast minute.

the change of life
the time in a woman's life when she is no
longer young and stops having a monthly
Aow of blood » For the last ten years she's
been blaming all her health problems on
the change of life

get no change out of sh Aritish &
Australian, informal
il you say that someone will get no
change out of another person, you mean
that person will not help them « You 'l get
no change out of Chris. He'll just say it's
not his problem.

changes

ring the changes Sritish & Australian
to make something more interesting by
changing it In some way = Bored with
your old look? Ring the changes with our
new-look hairstyles and make-up!

chapter

be a chapter of accidents Brinish &
Austrelian. formal
to be a series of unpleasant events = The
whole trip was a chapter of accidents.

glve/quote (sb) chapter and verse
to ghve exact Information about
something, especially something in a
book = The strength of the book (s that
when it makes accusations It gives chapter
and wverse, often backed up by
photographic evidence. [ can't quole you
chapterand verse, but I'm prefty sureit’sa
tine from Macbeth

charity

Chanity begins at home.
something that you say which means you
should &y to help yvour family and



friends before you help cother people
« You ought to stay in and look gfter your
father. Charity begins at homse.

charley

& charley horse American, Informai
a sudden, painful tightening of a muscle
in your arm or leg  She got a chariey
horse in her leg and had to stop dancing.

charm

work like a charm
if & plan or method works like a charm, it
has exactly the effect that you want it to
o I'tried thot stain remover you Eave me on
my tablecloth and it wcorked like o charm

charmed

havefleadflive a charmed life
to always be lucky and safe from danger
= After her miraculous escape from the fire
we've decided she leads a charmed life.

chase

cut to the chase informal
to talk about or deal with the important
parts of a subject and not waste time
with things that are not important  J
didn’t have long to talk to him so I cut to
the chase and asked whether he was still
married.

chasing

be chasing your tall
to be very busy doing a lot of things, but
achleving verv little ¢ F've been chasing
my tall all morning trying to fix a day
when everyone can attend.

chattering

the chattering classes British, humorous
educated people who like to discuss and
give their opinions sbout political and
social matters « Football has recently
become @ trendy topic among the
chattering classes.

cheap

cheap and cheerful British, Informal
costing little money but atmractive,
pleasant, or enjoyable » They specialize in
cheap and cheerful package holidays to
Spain and Portugal.

cheap and nasty British & Australian
costing little money and of bad quality
o You know the sort ¢ cheap and nasty
clothes that are sold on market stalls.

Cheap at half the pricel Oritish &
Austrafian, humorous
something that you say when something
13 very expensive o ‘That'll be £320
please.” “What? For one bottle of beer!
Cheap at half the price.’

acheapshot
g critleism of someonc that s not falr
» She dismissed his comments as a ‘cheap
shot’, saying that he was only concerned to
defend himself, » Federal bureaucracy is
the target for every cheap shot artist
(= someone who llkes criticizing other
people) in America,

on the cheap
I you buy or do something on the cheap,
you buy or do it for very little money,
often with the result that it is of bad
quality = The butldings would have been a
whole log better {f they hadn't been built
on thecheap.

check

hold/keep sth/sb In check

to keep something or someone under
control, usually to stop them becoming
too large or too powerfll « The natural
order of things is that the predalors of an
animal keecp the population in check. = The
central banks' action seered at the time to
be holding the dotlar in check,

checks

checks and balances
rules intended to prevent one person or
group from having too much power
wlthin an organization = A systemr of
checks and balances exists to ensure that
our goverrument is truly democratic,

cheddar

Hard/Tough cheddar! Brirish &
Australian, informal

Stiff cheddarl Australion, informal
something that you sav to or about
someone to whom something bad has
happened in order to show thet you have
no sympathy for them » It's abour time
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Richard realized that he can’t have
cocrything his own way  tough cheddar;
that’s whae I say!

cheek

cheek by jowl
very close together £5 Jowl ks a word for
the loose flesh by the lower jaw, which is
very close to the cheek. » The paor lived
cheek by jow! in industrinl mining towns
tn Victorian England.

cheese

Hard/Tough cheesel British & Australian,
Informail

stiff cheesel Australian, informal
something that you say to or about
someone to whom something bad has
happened in order to show that vou have
no sympathy for them » So he'’s fed up
because he's gol to gel up early one
morning in seven, is he? Well hard checse!

Say cheese! informal
sonmething that someone who 1s taking a
photograph of you rells vou to say so that
vour mouth makes the shape of a smlle
» OK everyone, look at the camera and say
cheese.

cheese-paring

: .

sctions that show vou are not willing to
spend or give money  I'm fed up with all
this cheese-paring You've got to spend
money if you want to make moncy.

chef d’oeuvre

a chef d'oeuvre formal
an artist’s or writer’s best piece of work
» The Decameron is widely regarded as
Bocraccio’s chef d'ocuure.

cherry-pick

cherry-pick sh/sth
to choose only the best people or things in
a way that is not fair « (ususlly in
cantinuous tenses) Isn't there a donger
that the state schools might start cherry-
picking the pupils with the best exam
results?
cherry-pidking = | suspect there’s some
cherry-picking going on. with lawyers
only laking on the sori of cases that
they're likely to win.

chickens

chest

get it off your chest
to tell someone about something that has
been worrying you or making you feel
guilty for a long time, in order to make
you feel better o Ir was something that
had been bothering me for some time and
it felt good to get it off my chest.

chew

chew the fat British, informal

chew the rag American, informal
to have a long friendly conversation with
someone « We spent the evening watching
the TV and chewing the fat.

chicken

chicken feed
a very small amount of monoy, especlally
money that is paid for doing & job » He
pays his lnbourers chicken feed.

a chicken and egg situation
a situation in which it is impassible to
say which of two things existed first and
which caused the other = It’s a chicken
and egg situation - I don't know whether I
was bad at the sclences because I wasn't
interested in them or not interested in them
and thergfore not good at them,

like a headless chicken British

like a chicken with its head cut off
American
if you do something like a headless
chicken, you do it very quickly and
without thinking carefully about what
vou are doing e (usually in continuous
tenses) I've got so much work to do - I've
been running around like a headless
chicken all week. « He was racing around
like a chicken with its head cut off trying
todo the work of two people.

chicken-hearted

chicken-hearted American
not brave » These chicken-hearted bosses
always seem to glve in at the first sign of a
strike.

chickens
chickens come home to roost

1l vou say that chickens are coming home
to roost, you mean that bad or silly things
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done in the past are beginning to cause
problems « There was v murck groed in
the past, and now the chickens are coming
home to roost with crime and corruption
Soaring.
come home to roost = The cily’s budget
problems are coming home 10 roost and
everybody is paying with higher taxes,
Don't count your chickens (before
they’ra hatched).
something that vou say in order to warn
someone b wait until a good thing they
are expecting has really happened before
they make any plans about it » You might
be able to get a loan from the bank, but
don't count your chickens.

chief

be chlef cook and bottle washer
hamorolis

to be the person who is responsible for
cooking meals and washing the pans and

dishes » It's my birthday party, so Alan is
chief cook and bottle washer tonight.

chiefs

too many chiefs (and not enough
Indians)
too many bosses, and not enough people
to do the work e I can’? find anyone ¢ do
the photocopying. There are too many
chizfs and not enough Indians in (his
company.

child <

be child's play -
to be very easy = Using this new computer
is child’s play.

be like a child In a sweetshop Brirish
to be very happy and excited about the
things arcund vou, and ofien to react to
them in a8 way which i¢ silly and not
controlled » Give fin a room fedl of old
bovks und he'’s like o child in o sweetshop,

be with chilld old-fashioned
to be pregnant » Emily was unable to
make the journey, being heavy with child.

children

Children should be sean and not heard.
something that you say which meansthat
childiren should be quiet » fcan’t stand all

that shouting Children should be sean
and not hearrd, in my apinion

chill

chill sb to the bone/marrow
to make someone feel very frightened
» The sound of scraping at the window
chilled me Lo the bone.

chilled

be chilled 1o the bone/marrow
to be very cold = After an hour standing of
the bes stop I was chilled to the bone,

chills

sand chills down/up sb's spine
to make someone fecl very frightened
o Just thinking about walking back
through the dark streets sent chills down
her spine.

chin

Chin up! old-fashioned
something that you say to someone in a
difficulr situation in order to encourage
them to be brave and to try not to be sad
e Chin up, you'll feel better after a few
days’ rest.
keep vour chin up ¢ We're plagsed o hear
that you're keeping your chin up despite
all your difficulties.

take it on the chin

1 to be brave and not to complain when bad
things happen to you or people criticize
you = Agkinson took it all on the chin,
though some members of his team were
very upset by the criticism they received.

2 to have a lot of bad things happen to you
or to be criticized alot « The company has
been daking it on the chin in recent
months, but the future Ilpoks muoch
brighter now and their sales are picking
up.

chink

a chink In sbi’s armour British &
Australian

a chink In sb's armeor American &
Australion
if someone or something which scems w
be strong has a c¢hink in their armour,
they have a small fault which may cause
them problems = Shes a brilliant
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businesswormnan, but her lack of political
awareness may be the chink in her
armolr

chinless

a chinless wonder British & Australian,

humorous

an English man from a high soclal class,
who thinks he is intelligent and
important, but who other people think is
weak and stupid « He's just another
chintess wonder doing @ job that his
Daddy got for him.

chip

a chip off the old block
if someone is a chip off the old block,
they are very simllar in character w one
of their parents or to another older
member of their family » (not used with
the) Look at her bossing everyone around
— she’sa real ohip off the old block!

have a chip on your shoulder
to blame other people for something bad
which has happened to you and to
continue to be angry about it so that it
affects the way you behave o (often +
about) Ever: though he went to university,
he's always had a chip on his shoulder
about his poor upbringing,

chips _

be in the chips American, Informal -
if someone s in the chips, they have
suddenly got a 1ot of money « Apparently
his uncle's left him cverything, so he’s
really in the chips.

callicash in your chips

1 humorous tw die » He cashed in his chips
shortly before his ninetieth birthday.

2 1o scll things that you own, especially
shares (= paris of a business), because
vou need some money £> Chips are the
round picces of plastic that are used in
some games played for money. » I think
it'’s time to cash in our chips. It's the only
way we can pay the bill.

have had your chips

1 British, informal i you have had your
chips, something bad is going to happen
to you, usually a punishment for

chop

something bad you have done » When the
police knocked on his door early in the
morning, he knew he'd had hischips.

2 British, informal to miss an opportunity
to achicve something you want » Jokn's
had his chips. I gave him the chance of a
promotion and he threw it away.

have had its chips infirmal
something that has had its chips is going
to end because it is not wanted or needed
any more » [t lpoks as though the
mainframacomputer has had lis chips.

let the chips fall where they may
American
to do sumething without worrying about
the effects of your actions e She promised
to ask a series of questions in her interview
and let the chips fall where they may.

when the chips are down
when you are in a difficult or dangerous
situation, especially one which tests
vhether you can trust people or which
shows people's true opinions « When the
chips are down, you need people around
you that you can depend on. = When the
chips were down, she found she didn't
really love him as much as she thought.

chocolate

chocolate box
a chocolate box place or thing is very
attractive in a way that does not seem
real » (alwavs before noun) We drove
through a series of chocolate box villoges
on our way down to Brighton,

choice

be spolit for choice mainiy British

be spolled for cholce mainly American
to have so many good possible choices
that it is difficult to make a decision
o With 51 flavours of teecream (0 choose

Srom you are spoiled for choice.

chop

chop and change British & Australian
to keep changing what you do or what
you plan to do, often in a way that is
confusing and annoying for other people
e After six months of chopping and
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changing, we've decided to go back to our
old system.

Chop chop! British & Australian, informal
something that you say in order to rell
someone to hurry « Come on, chap chop,
up to bed!

get the chop

be given the chop

1 British, informal if & person gets the
chop, they lose their job * Anyone who
argued with the foreman was tiable to be
given the chop.
be for the chop Brifish, informal « The
boss has asked 1o see Henry this morning.
I've afeeling he's jor the chop.

2 British, injormal if a plan or a service
gets the chop, it is stopped « Our local bus
service gol the chop, so I have to walk to
work or use thecar
be for the chop British. informal « There
are rumours that children’s hearing lests
may be for the chop.

chord

strike achord
if something you hear or see strikes a
chord. it seems familiar to vou » Carson?
That name strikes a chord.

strikeftouch a chord
if something strikes a chord with
someone, they are interested in it and
like it because it is connected with their
own lives or opinions « Clearly the book
has struck a chord, as we can see from the
hundreds of letters we have received from
readers. « {often + with) Her ideas on
social reform will strike a chord with poor
people everywhere.

chosen =

the chosen few
a small group of people who are treated
differently or better than other people,
often when they do not deserve it
» There’saspecial entrance with revolving
doors for the chosen few (n the company.

chump
be off your chump British, old-fashioned

to be crazy « Don’t listen to him. He's off
hischump.

circle

square the circle
to find & good solution to a problem when
that seems impossible, especially
because the people involved have wvery
different needs or opinions about it » Few
poor countries can qfford to look after
their works of art properly, but neglect is
wnwise if you want to attract tourists.
Thailand is altempting fo square the
circle.

circles

go around/round in circles

if you go round in circles when you are
discussing something or ftrying to
achieve something, you do not make any
progress because you keep going back to
the same subjects or the same problems.
o [ need some more data to work on,
otherwise I'm just going round in circles.
» Ve can't go round in circles all day -
someone will have to make a decision.

go around/round In circles

run around/round In circles
to use a lot of time and effort erying to do
something, without making any progress
= We spent the whole day running around
in circles looking for a document which
everyone thought was lost but which
wasn'’l.

circulation

out of circulation
if someone is out of circulation they are
no longer taking part in social activities
o Work an my latest buok has kept me out
of circulation for the past fetw months.
orprosiTE back In circulation « [ hear she's
back in circulation cgoin gfter her
accident.

civil

keep a civil tongue In your head slightly
formal
if you tell someohie to keep a civil tongue
in their head, you are telling them to be
polite, especially after they have said
something rude » (often an order) 7ry fo

keep a clvid tongue in your head, We want
Iim on our side.



claim

sb's claim to fame
a reason for a person or place to be well
known or famous ¢ The fown's main
claim to fame is that the President was
born here. » (humorous) His only claim to
fame is that he nearly met Princess Diana.

stake a/your clalm

to make it clear that you want something,
and that you think you deserve to get it
» (often + to) Descendants of the original
settlers are going o court to siake their
claim to the land. « In order to stake a
claim for world prominence in astronomy,
the university is building a huge new
optical telescope.

clam ,
\

shut up like a dam /
1o suddenly stop talking and to refuse to
say any more £ A clam Is a3 fish with a
shell which closes up very quickly if
something attacks it. « When I asked him
abou! his trip to Korea, he shut up like a
clam.

clanger

drop a clanger British & Austraiian,
informal
to say something by accident that
embarrasses or upsets someone o J
dropped a clanger by asking John hoto his
dog was when it’s been dead three months.

clapham

the manwoman on the Clapham
omnibus British
an imaginary person whose opinions and
behaviour are thought to be typical of
ordinary British people e« (usually
singulary The man on the Clapham
omnibus probably knows nothing about
Ruwanda.

clapped-out

dapped-out Britich & Australian,
informail
if something, especially a car, is clapped-
out, it is in a very bad condition because
it is old or has been used a lot « He still
drives a clopped-out Mini which he bought
when he was at coliege.

clappers

like the clappers Brirish, informal
very quickly = He works like the clappers -
he'll have it finished in no time! » They
ran like the clappers when the policeman
came round the corner.

clarion

a clarion call lterary
astrong and clear request for people todo
something « (often + for) The charity
commission’s clarion call for more
donations has produced an immediare
response. = (often + to) Her unification
speech was seen as a clarion call to party
members.

claws

get your claws into sb informal
to find a way of influencing or
controlling someone < [f the loan
company gets (es claws into you, you'll seill
be payving off this debt when you're 50.

get her daws into sb informal
if a woman gets her claws into a man, she
manages to start a relationship with him,
often because she wants to control him or
get something from him « {f she gets her
claws into that young mean ske'll ruin his
political career:

clean

a clean bill of health
if you give someone or something 2 clean
bill of health, you examine them and
state that they arce healthy in good
condition, or legal = John will have to stay
at home until the doctors give him a clean
bill of health, » Qf 30 countries inspected
Jor airline sqfety only 17 recelved a clean
bill of health.

a clean break
if you make a clean break from someone
or something, you leave them quickly
and completely, and are not involved with
them at all in the future » (often + with)
Sometimes we neced 1o make a clean
break with the pasi. = (often + from) The
Japanese are planning a clean break from
the vid television technologies.

a clean sheet

1 mainly British if you are given a clean
sheet, you can start something again, and



all the problems caused by you or other
pecple in the past will be forgotten = [
want us to forget all the arguing of the
past, and start the New Year with a clean
sheet.

2 British if a football team or a goalkeeper
{= the plaver who stands in the goal)hasa
clean sheet, they do not allow the other
team to score any goals o United kept a
clean sheet in an away match for the first
time this season.

aclean siate

if you are given a clean slate, you can
start something again, and all of the
problems caused by you or other people
in the past will be forgotten = The
cormpany 'sdebis have been paid so that the
new manager can start with a clean
slate.

wipe the slate clean t0 make It possible
to start something again, without any of
the mistakes or problems of the past
» The time he spent in prison should have
wiped the slafe clean.

a clean sweep
if you make a clean sweep, you win a

competition or an election very easily or
you win all the prizes in a competition
o China's women divers achieved a clean
sueep in  yesterday's competitions.
» Analysts are predicting a clean sweep for
the ruling party in the forthcoming
elections.

be as clean as a whistle
il sumeone is as clean as a whistle, they
are not involved in anything illegal « He
hasrn't got a criminal record - he's clean as
a whistle.

be as clean as a whistle

be as clean as a new pin
to be very clean » The café's as clean as a
whistle, and the food's excellent.

come clean
to tell the truth, often sbout something
bad that you have been trving to keep a
secret o [felt it was tdme to come clean and
tell her what the doctor had told me.
e (often + about) s time for the
Chancellor to come clean abowt the
proposed lax rises.

make a dean breast of It
to tell the truth about something,
especially something bad or illegal that
you have done, so that you do not have to
feel guilty any more » Affer months of
Iying about the money, I decided (o make a
clean breast of it and tell the truth.

show =b a clean pair of heels British
to go faster than someone else in a race
» Butler showed them all a clean pair of
heels as he raced for the finishing line.

cleaner

take cb to the cleaner's

1 informal to get a lot of money from
someone, usually by cheating them » He
Bot into a game of poker with wo
professional gamblers and, of course, they
took him to the cleaner's.

2 informal to defeat someohe by a very
large amount ¢ They don't like playing us
because we took them to the cleaner's last
year end theyear before.

cleanliness

Cleanliness is next to Godliness. old-
fashioned
something that you say which means that
except for worshipping God, the most
important thing in life is to be clean
o Could you try to wash behind your cars
occasionally? Cleandiness is next fo
Godliness, you know.

clear

be as clear as crystal
to be very casy to see or understand » Are
the instructions easy to understand?’ *Yes,
clear asorystal .’
crystal clear » She made if crystal clear
that she was only helping us because she
had to.

be as clear as mud Aumorous
to be impossible to understand « ‘Does
that make sense? "Yes, it's as clear as
mud.’ v

be in the clear
to not be guilty of a crime, or not be
responsible for amistake » Video evidence
proved that the boys were in the clear:

steer clear of sthysb
to avoid something or someone because
they are dangerous or bad for you « I'd
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steer clear of Joe if Iwere you - he'll only
catise trouble. o I ry to steer clear of heavy
meals these days,

clear-cut

clear-cut
clear and certain, 5o that there is no
doubt about something » She has clenrcid
evidence thar the company cheated her
e The link betroeen alcohiol and orime 15

clear-cul,

clear-eyed

cloar-eyed mainly American
a clear-eved understanding of asituation
is correct ¢ (always before noun) John's
cleareyed assessment of the company’s
problems saved U from bankrupicy.

cleft

In a cleft stick British & Australian, old-
fashioned
If someone i5 in a cleft stick, they have a
problem which is very difficult to solve
» I'm In a real cleft stick because I'can't sell
my house. » Because of new employment
laws, these companies are caught in a
cleft stick.

clever

a clever clogs British & Australian,
humorous

a dever boots Ausgralian, humorous
If vou call someone a clever clogs, you
mean that they are very clever o J bef old
clever clogs here knotes the ansier.

a dever dick British & Ausralian
someone who tries too hard to show that
they are clever. in a way which annoys
other people » He's such o clever dick,
talking loudly on the phone in lots of
different longuages.

be too dever by half Brifi:sh
te be too eonmfident of wour own
intelligence in a way that annoys other
pecple = At school he had a reputation for
arrogance. “Too clever by half” was how
one former teacher described him.

box clever British
to behave in a clever and sumetimes
slightly dishonest way to tTy to achieve a
result you want £> A good boxer (= man

X

clock
aroundfround the dlock -~

clock

who fights ag a sport) Is a person who
uses skill as well as strength to win
fights. o Obvlously he would have to box
clever in the witness stand to auvotd

implicating Rimself

climbing
be climbing the walls informal 2\

to be extremely nervous, worried, bored,
or annoyed = I was practically climbing
the walls at her stupidity.

cloak-and-dagger
cloak-and-dagger

cloak-and<dagger behaviour s when
people behave in a very secret way, often
when it is not really necessary £5A
cloak is a type of long, loose coat and a
dagger Is a small sharp knife used as a
weapon. In 17th century Spanish theatre,
cloak-and-dagger was worn by a
dishonest character in the play » (always
before noun) Is all this cloax-and-dagger
stuffl necessary? Why can’t we just meet in
& cqfé like everyone else?

L

all day and all night « Doctors and nursss
worked around the clock to help the people
infured in the train crash. » This station
broadeasts news round the clock.
around-the-clock ¢ (always before noun)
The pollce are mounting an around-the
clock guard on the embassy.

put/turmn the clock back

to make things the same as they were at
an earlier time « The court’s dectsion hus
put the clock back a hundred years
= (often + to) Let's turn back the clock to
1563 and listen to the Beatles singing
‘Love, lovemedao’.

race against the clock

in sport, if people race against the clock,
they try to race faster than a particular
time instead of racing against other
people = In time trials, cvclists race
agalnst the clock.

run out the clodk American & Australian
kill the clock American

to keep the ball away from the team
compeling against you at the end of a
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game s0 that they cannot score any
points « The Pistons thought they were
running out the clock but lost the ball and
the game in the last nine seconds.

watch theclock -
to keep Jooking to see what the time is
because you are esger to stop what you
are doing » Tcan tell if o film isn't holding
my atiention becaouse [ find myself
walching the clock and changing position
a lot.
clock-watchlng » A lot of clock-woaiching
goes on during the gencral leciures,
especially in the second o

work against the clock
to work very fast because vou know you
only have a limited period of time to do
something = Sclentists were working
against the clock to collect specimens
before the volcano erupted again.

clockwork

golrun/work llke clockwork
if an event or a svstem pgoes like
clockwork, it happens exactly as it was
planned, without any probicms = The
whole ceremony went like clockwork. » The
Swiss railways run like dockwork.

like dockwork
if something happens like clockwork, it
happens at regular times » Hearrivedaf 7
every evening, like clockwork.

clogs

pop your clogs British. humorous
to die « This place hasn’t been the same
since poor old Harry popped his clogs.

close

aclose call

1a sluation where something wvery
unpleasant or dangerous nearly
happened « We managed to get out of the
car before it caught fire, but we had a very
close call. » The business survived, but it
was aclosecall

2 if a competition or an election is going to
be a close call, more than one person has
a good chance of winning « It’s going to
be a close call. The vole could go either
way.

be too close to call if a competition or
an election is too close to call, it is
impossible to guess who will win « The
election result is still too close to call.

a close shave
a situation where something unpleasant
or dangerous nearly happened » I had a
close shave when g tree fell just where |
had been standing.

be close to home
if a subject is close to home, it affects vou
in a personal way, and it can upset you if
someone says something unpleasant
about it » His comments about working
mothers were « bit close Lo home for me.

be too close for comfort
to make people worried or frightened by

being too close in distance or too similar
in amount * Those lions were mudh o0
close for comfort. » The party will have to
work hard to improve its image - the lust
election result was too close for comfort.
Close, but no clgar. American &
Australlan, Rumorous
soinething that you say to someone if
what they tell you or what they do i
nearly correct but not completely £ A
cigar (= a type of thick cigarette) was
sometimes used as a prize In games and
competitions people pald to play = 'Is his
name Howard?" ‘Cluse, but no cigar. It's
Harold.’

sail close to the wind
to take risks which could cause problems
or danger = (often in continuous tenses)
We may have Just enough fuel to get there,
but we'll be sailing a bit close to the wind.

closed

be a closed book
to be something that you know or
understand nothing about * (usually +
to) I'm afraid physics will akeays be a
closed book to me.

behind closed doors
if something is done behind closed doors,
it is done In private = The United Nations
Security Councll met behind closed doors
in New York.
closed-door 2 closed-door event is one
that is secret and not open to the public
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» (always before noun) At a special closed-
door session of the UN, the ambassador
confirmed the withdrawal of his country’s
troops.

closet

come out of the closet

1 to talk in public about something which
you kept secret in the past because you
were embarrassed about it * Jt's time
halry women came oul of the closet. It's a
probiem that affects all women to a greater
or lesser degree.

2 to tell people that you are homosexual
(= sexuslly attracted to people of the
sAIme $ex 8s you) so that it is no longer a
socret » He finally decided 1o come out of
the closet so hls mother would stop asking
him why he wasn't married.
orrosite in the closet » You can’t lve your
life in the closel. At some stage youve got
to come out and admit you're gay.

cloth

cdloth ears British, old-fashioned,
humorous
something you call someone who has not
heard something you said « Hey cloth
ears, 1 asked lf you wanited a drink.

cut your coat according to your cloth

cut your cloth according to your means
to only buy what you have enough money
to pay for » Of course we'd love a huge
expensive howsse, but you have to cut your
coat according to your cloth.

take the doth formal
to become a priest « He took the cloth in
1845.

cloud

be on cloud nine (nfarmal
to be very happy » For a few days after I
heard I'd got the job, I was on clowud nine.

Cloud is used in the following phrases
connected with a problem or an
unpleasant situation.

a cloud hangs over 5b/sth
if & cloud hangs over someone or
something, people belleve something bad
about them and do not trust them or like
them completely because of it « There's

club

still a cloud hanging over the school’s
director because of the allegations of
Jormer pupils. » A dark cloud still hung
over the research project despite denials
that any animals had been harmed.
a cloud on the horizon

a problem or difficulty which you expect
to happen in the future » The only cloud
on the horizon is the physics exam In June
—I'm sure I'll do fine in all the others.

be under a cloud
if someone or something is under a
cloud. they are not trusted or not popular
because people think they have done
something bad » The bishop's brother
restgned from his job under a cloud. » The
hotel business ts under o cloud at the
moment qfter newspapers revealed that
many lourists were belng systematically
overcharged.

Every cloud has a sliver lining. s
something that you say which means that
there is something good even in an
unpleasant situation e As the frip’s been
cancelled I'll be able to go to the match this
Saturday. Every cloud has a silver lining.

cloud-cuckoo

live in doud-cuckoo land
to believe that things you want will
happen, when really they are impossible
* Anyone who thinks this project will be
Sinished within six weeks is living In
cloud-cuckoo land.

clover

be in dover
to be in a very pleasant situation,
especially because you have a lot of
money « With the income from the family
esiate. she's in clover

club

be in the club British, vld-fashioned
to be pregnant » I's Tina in the club? She's
looking guite large around the tummy.

Join the club! British, American &
Australian

Welcome to the club! American &
Australian
something that you say to someone who
has just told you about an experience or
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problem that they have had in order to
show that vou have had the same
experience or problem too = T can't slop
eating chocolate.” ‘Join the club! « We
can’t qfford a vacation this year.” “‘Welcome
to the club!”

clutches

fall into sb's clutches ]

to become influenced or controlled by
someone who is likely to use their power
in a bad way = He fell inlothe cluiches of a
nationalist terrorist group. » There were
Jears that the weapons might fall into the
enemy’s cliutches.

ba in sb's clutches « She couldn’t bear o
think of her precious doughter being in
the clutches of a religious fanatic.

C-note

a C-note American, informal
a piece of paper American money that is
worth 100 dollars ¢ Joe rook g wed of bHills
out ¢f his pocket, peeled off a C-note and
handed 1t over

coach

drive a coach and horses through sth

British

if somecne drives a coach and horses
through & rule. an opinion, a plan, or a
tradition, they destroy it by doing
something against it which it is too weak
to prevent s Iis compviny dmve a monch
and  horses through employment
legislation. » She produced statistics
which drove a coach and horses through
the chairman’s argument.

coalface

at the coalface Erifish & Australian
someone who is at the coalface is doing
the work involved in a job, not talking

about lt, planming it, or controlling &t
e You st in your office looking of
consultants’ reports, but it's the men and
wormen ol the ooalface who  really
understand the business.

coals
carryftake coals to Newcastle Dritish

to take sumething to a place or a person
that has a lot of that thing alrcady
£3 Newcastle is a town in Northern
England which 18 in an area wherea lot of
coal was produced. = Exporting pine to
Scandinavia is a bit like carrying coals o
Newcastls,

drag/haul sb over the coals

to speak angrily to someone because they
have done something wrong « If' Imake it
spelling mistake, I get hauled over the
coals by my boss. = (often + for) They
draygged ler over (he coals for being laie
with her assignment.

rake over the coals

to talk about unpleasant things from the
past that other people would prefer not to
talk about e« (usually in continous
tenses) Thore's no puint in raking over the
coals - all that huppened fwenty years ¢go,
and there’s nothing we can do about it now.

coast
(from) coast to coast

from one side of a country to the other
o We travelled wcross America coast to
coast.

coast-to-coast * If was the first fully
paved coast-to-coast US highway, betieen
New York and San f‘l‘nnﬂ&m

the oast is dear 7

if the const is clear. you can do something
or go somewhere because there is no one
near who might sce or hear you » You can
come out nnow, the coast is clear: « I waited
outside the house until the coast was clear;
then softly tapped on the window.

coat-tails
on sb's coat-talls

if you achieve something on someone’s
coat-tails, you only achieve it because of



their help or influence o She'd risen to
Jame on the coat-tails of her half-sister:

cobwebs

blow away the cobwebs Lrirish &

Australion

to do something which makes you feel
less tired or bored. especially to spend
time outside in the fresh air £ Cobwebs
are made by spiders (= small insects with
8 legs) and are usually found in rooms or
places that no one uses very much. = A
strodl along the s will bow away the
cobwebs.

cock

the cock of the walk BEritish, old-
Jashioned
a man who acts as if he is more
fashlonable or Important than other
people » He acts like the cock of the wailk
around the office.

cock-and-bull _

a cock-and-bull story
a story or explanation which is ocbviously
not true « She told me some cock-and-bull
story about her car breaking down.

cockles

warm the cockles of your heart old-

Ffashioned

if something vou see or hear warms the
cockles of your heart, It makes vou feel
happy because it shows that people can
be good and kind e Ji's an old-fashioned
romance that witl warm the cockles of
your heart.

coffee

a coffee table book
a large, expencive book with a lot of
pletures, that by often kept on a tahle fur
people to look atr » A glossy coffee table
book of hisartwork will be published next
year.

Wake up and smell the coffeel k
something that you say in order to tell
someone that they should try to
understand the true facts of a situation
or that they should give more attention to
what is happening around them » Jit's
time you woke up and smelled the coffee,

Don. We're just not getting enough
business any more.

cog
a cog in the machine/wheel

one part of a Iarge syvstem or
organization « He was just @ smadl ¢og in
the large wheel of organised crime. » This
warchouse is an important cog in our
distribution machine,

coining
be colning It British & Australian,

informail

be coining money American &

Australian, informal

to be earning a lot of money gquickly
» The magazine has been coining it since
the new ediior took over

cold
cold turkey

the unpleasant physical and montal
effects someone suffers when they

suddenly stop taking drugs « The addict
himself must make the dectsion that he
wants to go cold turkey, » The nurses are
there to encourage patients through cold
turkey.

cold-turkey « (always before noun) Cold-
turkey treatment of addicts will altways
produce withdrawal spmptoms.

a cold fish

a person who does not seem very friendly
and does not show their emotions « He
isn't very demonstrative, but his mother
was a cold fish so he probably gets it from
her.

a cold snap

a sudden and short period of cold
weather * The recent cold snap has led lo

higher food prices.

be as cold as ice

to be very cold » Come in and get warm,
your handsareascold as ice.

be cold comfort

if something someone tells you to make
you feel better about a bad situation is
cold comfort. it does not make you feel
better o (usually + to) The doctor said
only his legs are parvalysed, not his whole
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body, but I think that will be cold comfort

ta him.

catch sb cold American
informal to surprise someone with an
event, a question, or a piece of news they
are not expecting » You caught me cold
with this news - I didn't know anything
about it.

get cold feet
to suddenly become too frightened to do
something you had planned to do,
especially something important  like
getting married « We're getting married
next Saturday - that's if Trevor doesn't
get cold feet! » I'm worried she may be
getting cold feet about our trip to
Patagonia.

glive sb the cold shoulder
to behave towards someone in a way that
is not at all friendly sometimes for
reazons that this person does not
understand « What have I done to him? He
gave me the cold shoulder the whole
evening at the parly
cold-shoulder sb = After their argument,
Peter cold-shouldered Jonathan for the
resiof the week,

in the cold light of day
if you think about something in the cold
light of day you think sbout it dearly
and calmly, without the emotions you had
at the time it happened, and you often feel
soITy or ashamed about it « The next
morning, in the cold light of day, Sarah
realized what & complete idict she had
been. )

leave sbcold
if something leaves you cold, it does not
cause you to feel any emotion » Mary said
the book had her In tears, but it left me
cold.

pourfthrow cold water on sth informaol

if you pour cald water on opinions or
ideas, vou criticize them and stop people
belicving them or being excited about
them » Margaret Thatcher poured cold
water on the idea of a European central
bank.

take a cold shower hignorous

if you tell someone to take a cold shower,
vou mean they should do something to
stop themselves thinking about sex
» She’s clearly not interested, so why don't
Yyou just iake a cold shower?

when sb/sth sneezes, sbh/sth catches a

cold mainly British

if sb/sth catches a cold, sb/sth gets

pneumaonia mainly British

when one person or organkzation has a
problem, this problem has a much worse
effect on another person or organization
» When New York sneezes, I'm afrald
London catches a cold - that &5 just the way
the stock markets operate now. « If the
country’s economy catches a cold, local
businesses get pneumonia.

Cold is used In the following phrases
connected with not being part of =
group or activity.

come in from the cold

if someone comes in from the cold, they
bocome part of a group or an activiry
which they were not allowed 1o join
before = Turkey Is now keen to come in
from the cold and Join the European
community. » After four years away from
the fashion scene, Jasper has come in from
the cold with his new 1997 designer
collection.

bring sb in from the cold « (usually
passive) South African cricket has finally
been brought in from the cold after years
of exclusion from the Internatlonal ericket
scene.

leave sb out in the cold

to not allow someone to become part of a
group or an activity ¢ The government’s
transport policy leaves people who do not
own cars oul In the cold. » Women's
Jootball teams feel they are left out in the
cold asjfar as media coverage Isconcerned.
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be on a collislon course
if two people or groups are on a collision
course, they are doing or saying things
which are certain to cause a serious
disagreement or a fight between them
= All attempts at diplomacy have broken
down and the two states now appear (o be
on a collision course. » (often + with) The
British government is on a collision course
with the American administration over
trade tariffs.
putiset sb on a collision course
» (usually + with) Her stafemenis to the
press have put her on a collision course
with the party {eadership.

colonel

a Colonel Blimp British, old-fashioned
an old man who has old-fashioned ideas
and believes he is very important « He's
very much a Colonel Blimp with his
comments about foreign influences
dividing our society.

colour

Color 15 the American spelling of
colour. Australians use both
spellings.

see the colour of sb's money
to make sure that someone can pay for
something before you let them have it o 7
twant (o see the colour of hls money before I
say the car's his.

Colors is the American spelling of
colours. Australians wusc both
spellings. '

nail your colours to the mast
to publiclv state vour opinions about a
subject « Nobody knows which way he's
2oing to vote because he has so far refused
to nail his colours to the mast.

show sb in their true colours .
to show what someone's reai character is,
especially when it is unpleasant » By
showing the terrorists in their true
colours, the governmernd hopes o
undermine public support for them.

comeuppance

show your true colours = When someone
is faced with such o terrible ordeal, it
shows their true colours.

gee sb In their true colours = At last he
saww her In her true colours as a iarand a
cheal.

see sb's true colours » If wasn't until we
started to ive together that I saw her true
colours,

come -

Come again? informal A
something that you say when you want
someone to repeat what they have just
said because vou did not hear or
understand it « ‘What's amazing is that
Pauline's half’ sister’s son is the fathey of
her cousin’s child.' ‘Come again?*

come out fighting British, American &
Australian

come out swinging mainly American
if someone comes out fighting, they
defend themselves or something they
belicve in, in a very determined way
= They were criticized from all sides but
they came out fighting. » The candidates
came oul swinging in the first few mintes
of the debate.

come what may =
whatever happens e« I shali be there
tonight come what may. « I's always good
o know that, come what may, your job is
safe. .

be as [crazy/rich etc.] as they come
to be very crazy, rich etc. » Jerny’s as
crazy as they come,

comes

as It comes Brinish & Australian
if someone asks you how they should
prepare your drink and you say as it
comes, you mean that any way they
prepare it will be acceptable  ‘How do
you like your coffee?” "Oh, as it comes,
please - I'm not fussy."

comeuppance

get yOIU" comeuppance
if you get vour comeuppance, something
bad happens to wvou as a result of
something bad that you have donc to
someone else » He'll get his comeuppance,
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you'll see. You can't treat peopie the wxay he
does and not go unpunished in this world.

wmlng

had It coming informal
if someone had It coming, something bad
happened to them which they deserved
e (often - to) I wasn't at all surprised to
hear he'd been fired. With oll that
unexplained time off he had it coming to
him.

have sth coming out of your ears
informal
to have more of something than vou want
or need = He's going to have money coming
out of hisears if thisdeal comes off

comings

the comings and goings
the movements of people arriving at
places and leaving places » One of our
neighbours is always at her window
watching the comings and goings of
everyone in the strect.

comme il faut

be comme il faut formal
behaviour that is comme il faut is correct
because it follows the formal rules of
social behaviour » I1's not exactly comme
il faut to be seen making jokes ot a funeral.

common

common ground
shared opinions between two people or
groups of people who disagree about
most other subjects o It seems
increasingly unlikely that the two sides
will find any common ground.

the common touch
the ability of a rich or important person
o communicate well with and
understand ordinary people o It was
ahvays said of the princess that she had
the common touch and that's why she
woas so loved by the people. » He was o
dedicated and brilliant leader but he
lacked the commaon touch.

Bs common as muck Sritish & Austraiian,
informal
an mpolite way of describing someone
who 15 from a low social class » You can

tell from the way she talks she's as
comnion as muck.

make common cause with sb formal
if one group of people makes common
cause with another group, they work
together in order to achieve something
that both groups want e Environment
profesters have made common cause with
local people to stop the moloreay from
being built

common-or-garden

common-or-garden British
very ordinary  (always before noun) I
just want a common-or-garden bike - it
doesn’t have Lo have special wheels or lots
of gears or anything like that.

comparison

pale by/in comparison
to seem less serious or less Important
when compared with something else
* (often + with) I thought I was badly
treated but my experiences pale In
comparison with yours.

compliment

a back-handed compliment Lritish,
American & Australion

a left-handed compliment American
a remark which seems approving but
whieh is also negative  He gave me that
classic back-handed compliment. He said 1
played football very well for a woman'.

return the compliment
to do something for someone because
they have done something for you
» Thanks for looking after the house while
we were away | hope I'll be able to return
the compliment some time.

compliments

fish for compliments
to try to make someone praise you, often
by criticizing yourself to them = (usually
in continuous tenses) Emma, you know
you don't look fut in that dress. Are you
Sishing for compliments?

compos

be compos mentis humorons
if someone is compos mentis, they are
able to think clearly and are responsible
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for their actions » My mother was quite
old at the time but she was perfectly
compos mentis.

conclusions

jump to conclusions =
to guess the facts aboul a situation
without having enough information » [/
might be jumping to conclusions but I've
seen them together neice in town,

conniption

have a conniption fit American, old-
fashioned
to be very angry or upset  Aly mother
would have a conniption fit {ff she could
$ee me now.

conscience

prick :b's conscience
to make someone feel guilty « Seeing
pictures of starving children pricks my
conscience, but I rarely give money fo
charity.

conspicuous

be conspicuous by your absence
humorous
if someone Is conspleuous by their
absence. people notice that they are not
present in a place where they are
expected to be » Helen was conspicuous by
her absence at the meeting yesterday.

contradiction

& contradiction In terms
a phrase that is confusing because it
contains words that scem to have
opposite meanings « 4 Brifish summer is
a bit of a contradiciion in terms. » Euro
Disney always seents to me a contradiction
in terms becouse Disney is so typically
American.

contrary

contrary to popular beliefiopinion }/
something that you sav before you make
a statement that |s the opposite of what
most people believe « Contrary Lo populor
belief bottled water is not alicays better
thon top water:

conversation

a conversation piece
4 strange or interesting object that
people talk about » Charlotte's collection
of Victorien cards were a good
conversation piece.

converted |

preach to the converted
to try to persuade people to believe things
they already believe o (usualy in
contlinuous tenses) There's no need (o tell
s about the benefits of recyeling You're
preaching to the converted.

cookie-cutter

cookie-cutter Amertcan
a cookle-cutter building or plan is exactly
similar to many others of the same type
¢ (always before noun) The architects
were determined that it wowddn’t be just
another cookieculter mall. « Manggement
100 often wuses a cooklecutter approach Lo
solving problems.

cooking

be cooklng on gas Eritish, informal

be cooking with gas American, informa!l
to be making good progress and to be
likely to succeed » We're cooking on gas.
Keep the work coming in like thisand we'l!
meet the deadline,

What's cooking? American, old-fashioned
something that yvou say in order to ask
someone what Is happening « Hey, you
guys, what's cooklng? Are we golng out for
a drink or not?

cooks

Too many cooks (spoll the broth).
something that you say which means that
if too many people try to work on the
same piece of work, they will spoil It
o There were so many people working on
the same project, no one knew what
anyone else was doing. T think it was a
case of 100 many cooks.

cool

Cooi It! informal
something that you say in order to tell
someone to stop arguing or fighting
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» Hey, cool il, you guys, fighungs not
going to solve anything.

a cool customer informal

someone who stays calm and does not
show their emotions, even in a difficult
sltuation = I can imagine Pete being good
at negotiating. He's a pretty cool customer.

a cool head
the ability to stay calm and think clearly
in a difficult situation « These are high
pressure situations andyou have tokeep a
cool head.

be as cool as a cucumber hianorous

to be very calm and relaxed. espeefally in
a difficult situation = ! expected him to be
all nervous before his interview but he was
as cool as a cucumber

keep vour cool

to remain calm, especially in a difficult
situation = If you see a difficuit guestion
in the exam, don't panic. Just keep your
cool.

lose vour cool

to suddenly become very angry and start
shouting » I try 1o be pattent with her but
shewas 5o irritating In that meeting, Ijust
lost my cool.

play it cool informal

to pretend to be calmer, or to be less
interested in something or someone,
than vou really are = Sometimes ' you
play it cool with a guy he gets more
interested. « (often an order) Play it cool.
Don't let them know how much you need
the money.

coop

fiy the coop mainly American

to leave somewhere, especlally to leave
vour home for the first time in order to
live away from the family £> A coopisa
place where chickens are kept. « The last

of our kids has finally flown the coop so
toe have the whole house to ovrselves.

<op

not be mudh cop British, informal

to not be very good © These scissors aren’t
much cop - do you have any sharper ones?
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copper-bottomed

copper-bottomed
a copper-bottomed plan, agreement, or
financial arrangement ls completely safe
* (always before noun) Sfhe has a copper:
bottomed contract with a very successful
company

copybook

blot vour copybook British & Australlan
te do something which spolls someone's
opinion of you « She blotted her copybook
by arriving late to a meeting.

cord

cut the (umbllical) cord

to stop needing someone else to look after
you and start acting independently
£5 An umbilical cord 1s a long narrow
tube of flesh which connects a baby to its
mother when it is growing inside her, » In
order fo achieve (rue independence,
smaller nations must cut the cord and stop
depending on the United Siates for
Jinancial aid.

cordon bleu

cordon bleu
cordon bleu cuoking Is food which 1s
prepared to the highest standard and a
cordon bleu cook is someone who cooks
to a very high standard » (always before
noun) She speni five years working as a
cordon bleu chef before opening her own
restaurant.

core

tothe core
in every part £> The core is the central
part of something, for example an apple
or the earth. » He's convinced that the
army is rotten ro the core. = I'd never
heard anything like it. I was shocked to the
core. (= extremely shocked)

corner

around the corner
going to happen very soon » With the end
of the century just around the corner,
major celebrations are being planned.

be backed into a corner
to be forced into a difficult situation
which you have little control over « I feel



I've been backed Into a cornér and I have
nechopice but fo sign the conlract

fight vour corner Brilish
to defend something that you believe in
by arguing « You'll have to be ready to
Jight your corner if you want them to
extend the profect.

have sb in your corner
to have the support or help of somcone
s We're lucky we've got James in our
corner Noonecan beat him in a debate.

palnt yourself Into a cormner
to do something which puts you in a very
difficult situation and limits the way that
you can act = I've¢ painted myself into o
corner here. Having said I won't take less
than £20 an hour, I can't then be seen to
accept a job that pays less.

turn the corner
If something or someome turns the
corner, their situation starts to improve
after a difficult period = Cerrainly, the
company's been through difficult times
bt 1 think we can sqfely say that we have
now turned the corner. = I was really (llon
Tuesday and Wednesday but I think I've
Jnally turned the corner:

corners

cut corners
to do something in the easiest, guickest.
or cheapest way often harming the
quality of your work « We've had to cut
corners {o make a film on such a small
budget. » Companies are having to cut
corners in order to remain competitive in
the market.

corridors

the corridors of power -
the highest level of government where
the most Important decisions are made
» His logziness became a iegend in the
corridors of power.

cost €1

countthocost =
to start to understand how badly
something has affected you = { didn’t read
the contract fully before I signed it but I'm
counting the cost nown

r
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count

costs

at all costs .

if something must be done or avoided at
all costs, it must be done or avoided
whatever happens » The oniy othér option
Is working on Saturdays which is
something I want to aveid at all costs. » He
appears to have dectded that he must sigy
in porer at all costs.

cotton

Bless hor/his cotton socks. British &
Australian, humorous
something that vou say when you want to
express affection for someone = My little
niece — bless her cotton socks - won the
school poetry prize this year

wrap £b up in cotton wool Eritish &
Australian
to protect someone too much without
allowing them to be independent enough
* She wraps that child up incotton woeol as
if he's sorme precions jewel.

cotton-picking

cotton-picking American & Australian,
informal
something that you say before a noun to
exXpress anger = Get your cotton-picking
Jeet off my chair!

couch J

a couch potato informal .
a person who does not like physical
actlvity and prefers to sit down, usually
to watch television £ A couch is a piece
of furniture that pecple it on. = The
remote control lelevision was invented for
cotich polatoes.

counsel

keep your own counsel sitghtly formal
to not tcll other people about your
opinions or plans = He was a qutet man
who kept his own counsel.

count

be out for the count
to be sleeping deeply £5 When baxers
(= men who fight as a sport) ara still not
conscious after ten seconds have been
counted they are described as ‘out for the
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count’, » I was ol for the count so Ididn't  run its course

hear any of I going on.

counter

over the counter
if atype of medicine s avallable over the
counter, you can buy it without the
permission of a doctor ¢ You can'’t buy
antibiotics over the counter - they're a
prescription drug
over-the-counter = (always before noun)
Many over-the-counter painkillers contain
paracetamol.

under the counter
if sotething is bougit or sold under the
counter it is bought or sold secretly or in
away that isnot legal » Many of his books
are banned and only available under the
counter.

country

go to the country British & Australian,
slightly formal
if a government or the leader of a
government goes to the country, they
have an clection » The Prime Mintster has
decided to go to the country next spring.

coup de grace

a coup de gréce Jormal
an action or event which ends or destroys
something that is gradually becoming
worse » Jane's gffulr delivered the coup de
gréce to ker falling marriage.

courage

have the courage of yolr convictions
to have the confidence to do or say what
vou think is right even when other people
disagree » Have the courage of your
convictions - don't go ou! to work i you
JSeel your children need you at home.

SCrew up Youl' courage
to force yourself to be brave and do
something that makes you nervous = She
screwed up her courage and asked to sce
the manager.

course

be on course forsth

bo on course to do sth
to be very likely to succeed at something
o If he keeps playing like this, Henman is
on colarse for his third victory.

if something runs its course, It continues
naturally until it has finished « Many
people believe that feminism has run its
colirse, » The doctor insisted I'rest for a fow
days while the Infectton ran its course.

stay the course

to continue to do something that is
difficult or takes a long time until it Is
finished * Giving up smoking won't be
ensy - you must be prepared o siay the
course.

court
hold court humorous

to get a lot of attention from a group of
people by talking in a way that is
entertaining, cspecially on  social
occasions £ In the past, a king or quoen
held court when they talked to the people
who gave them advice. » You'll find Mick
holding court in the kitchen.

laugh sth/sb out of court

to refuse to think seriously ahout an idea,
belief or a possibility « (usually passive)
At the mecting, her proposal was laughed
out of court, » Anyone who had made stch
a ludicrous suggestion would have been
laughed out of courd

Coventry
send sb to Coventry Brifish, informal

if a group of people send someone to
Coventry, they refuse to speak to them,
usually in order to punish them » The
other workers sent him to Coventry for not
supporling the strike.

cover
cover your back British, American &

Atrstralian

cover your ass American & Australian,

very informal

to make sure that you cannot be blamed
or criticized later for something you have
done = The race orgonizers cover their
backs by saving they can'l lake
responsibitity for any Injuries. » I'm
gonna cover my ass and gei written
permission before I go.

blow sh's cover

to let people know secret information
about who someonc is or what someone
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is doing « Someone recognised him and
phoned the newspapers, which blew his
cover.

cow

have a cow American
to be very wortied, upset, or angry about
something « I thought ke was going to
have a cow when I told him I'd lost his kex.

COWS

until the cows come home X
for & very long time » We condd talk abows
this problem until the cows come home,
but it wouldn't solve anything.

crack

have/take a crack at sth

to try to do somethlng although you are
not certain that you will suceeed » He
didn’t win the tennis championships, bu!
ke plans to have another crack at it niext
year

get a crack at sth « Don't worry, you'lt ali
get a crack at using the camerg.

l:rack |

cracking

Get crackingl informal =
something that you say in erder to tefl
someone to hurry = Get cracking! We're
leaving in 5 minutes.

cracks |

falUsiip through the cracks
to get lost or be forgotten, especially
within a systen » It seems that important
information given o the police may have
Jalien through the cracks.

paporismooth over the cracks
to hide problems or faults, especially
arguments between people, in order to

craw

make a situation seem better than it
really is « The two-party coalition has so
Jar been successful in papering over the
crucks. o (sometimes + in) I'm tired of
smoothing over the cracks in our
marriage - I want a divorce!

cradle

from the cradle to the grave A
during the whole of your life < Free
medical care might not be with us fromthe
cradle to the grave, as we once hoped.

cradle-robber

a cradle-robber American, Aumorous
someone who has 8 romantic or sexual
relationship with a much younger
partner » He's a cradierobber He married
a I6yearold and he's nearly 30
rob the cradie American, humorous
» Feople are always telling her she's
robbing the cratle. She's ten years older
than Joe.

cradle-snatcher

a cradle-snatcher Srifish & Australian,
Menorous
someone who has a romantle or sexual
relationship with a much younger
partner « He's three years younger than
you? You cradle-snarcher!
cradle-snatching British & Australion,
humarous » Pete’s new givlfriend's only 15.
I'd call that cradle-snatching.

crap

Cut the crap! very informal X
an impolite way of telling someone to
stop saving things that are not true o1 not
important » Just cu! the crap, will you,
and tell me what really happened last
night.

crash

crash and burn American & Ausiralian, }.;:
informal
to fail suddenly and completely « While
the big companies merge, the small
vompanies crash and burn.

craw

stick In vour craw

1 ofd-fashioned if a situation or someone's
behaviowr sticks in your craw, it annoys



crazy 84

you, usually because you think it is
wrong « I do lots of jobs in the house but
my brother says I'm lazy, and that reclly
sticks ln my crow.

2 Australion if someone sticks in your
craw, they annoy you e She sticks in my
crawevery time [ have to deal with her

crazy

like crazy informal
1f you do something like crazy, youdo it a
lot or very quickly » We'll have to work
like crazy to finish the decorating by the
weekend.

cream

the cream of the crop
the best of a particular group ¢ These
artists are the best of this year's graduates
—thecream of thecrop.

creature

creature comforts
things that make life more comfortable
and pleasant, such as hot water and good
food = I hate camping. I can’t do without
my crealure comjorts,

credibility

a credibility gap
a difference between what someone says
about a sitwation and wkat vou know or
see Is true » There's a credibility gop
developing betireen me and my bullders.
This is the third week they've lold me
they U finish by Friday.

creek

be up the areek (without a paddie)
informal

be up shit creek (without a paddle) very
informal
to be in a very difficult stuation that yvou
are not able to improve = If the car breaks
down we're really up the creek. = He'll be
up shit creek unless he finds the money o
pay off his loan.

créme de la créme

the créme de [a créme

the best people or things in a group or of
a particular type » (often + of) The créme
de la créme of young designers will be

showing their collections at London
Fashion Week.

crest

be on the crest of a wave

to be very successful so that many good
things happen to you very quickly » 7he
band are currently on the crest of a wave,
with o rew album and o concert tour
planrned for next year,

ride the crest of a wave » (usually in
continuous tenses) Our local team are
riding thecrest of a wave with their third
win this season.

cricket

It'sThat's (just) not cricket! Brirish &
Australian, humorous
something that you say when you think
something someone has said or done is
not right or not fair « You can’t make me
do the washing up after 1 did all the
cooking - it's just not cricket!

crime

Crime doesn’t pay.
something that you say which means if
yvou do something ilegal, you will
probably be caught and punished » Police
arrests are being given maximum

publicity as a reminder that crime doesn’t
pay

crisp

be burnt to a crisp mainly British

be burned to a crisp mainly American
to be very burnt « By the time !

remembered the pizza was in the oven, It
was burnitoacrisp.

crock
be & crock of shit American & Australian,
taboo ¢

to be stupid or not true « He says he's not
to blame? What a crock of shis,

crocodile

shed/weep crocodile tears
to show sadness that is not sincere
£ Some stories say that crocodiles ¢ry
while they are eating what they bave



attacked. » Polifical leaders shed crocodile
tears while allowwing the war to continie,

cropper

come a cropper

1 British, informal to fall to the ground
o Supermodel Naomi Campbell came a
cropper last week on the catwalk qf a
Paris fashion shows

2 British, informal to make a mistake or to
have something bad happen to you which
makes you less successful than before
» The leading actor came a cropper when
he forgot kis lines halfiway through the
second act.

Cross

a cross (s has) to bear Hritish &
Australion

a cross (sb has) to carry Amerlcan &
Australion
an unpleasant situation or responsibility
that you must accept because yon cannhot
change it £5 In the past, criminals were
made to carry crosses as a form of
pushment. « Someone has to look after
mother and because I live the closest it's a
cross Fhave to bear,
Everyone has their cross to bear. » /
hate my red hair and pale skin, but
everyone has their cross to bear.

crossed

get your lines/wires crossad

if two people get their lines crossed, they
do not understand each other correctly
£ When telephone lines get crossed, a
mistake is made and you are connected to
the wrong person. * Somehow we got oty
lines crossed because I'd got the 23rd
toritten down in my diary and Jenny had
the 16tA.

Cross-purposes

crow

a5 the crow flles
if the distance betwecn two places is
measilred as the crow fles, it ls measured
as a stralght line between the two places
» ‘How far is it from Cambridge o
London? About 50 miles as the crow flies.’

crowd-puller

a crowd-puller Eritish & Australian
something or someone that many people
are keen to go and see « This year's final
witl be a major crowd-puller.

crows

Stone the crows! British & Australian,
informal, old-fashioned
something that you say In order to show
that you are very surprised » Sp shes @
Film director nore. Well, stone the crows!

cruel

You have to be cruel to be kind.
something that vou say when you do
snmething to someone that will upset
them now because you think it will help
them in the future » I told her she's Just
not good enough to be a professional
dancer — sometlmes you have to be cruel to
be kind.

crunch

iff'when it comes to the crunch
if you talk about what someonc will do if
it comes to the crunch, you mean what
they will do if a situstion becomes
seripus or they have to make an
mmportant decision * [ & comes 1o the
crunch, will she play well enough to win?

cry-baby

a cry-baby informal
someone, wsually a child, who cries too
easily and too often = Don’t be such a cry-
baby - I hardly touched you

crying i

For arying out loud! informal
something that vou say when yvou are
annoyed » For crying owt loud! Can’t you
leave me alone even for a minute!

It’s a crylng shame!
something that you say when you think a
situation is wrong » (often + that) ts o
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crying shame that she only gels one
month s maternily leave.

It’s no good/use crying over spilt milk.

There's no point crying over spilt milk.
something that you say which means you
should not get upset about something had
that has happencd that you cannot
change * Sometimes I regret not aking
that job in London. Oh well, there's no

point crying over spilt milk.

cud

chew the cud infurmal
to think about something carefully and
for a long time * He sat chewing thecud all
morning.

cudgels

take up the cudgels for sb/sth British &
Australian

take up the cudgels on behalf of sh/sth
British & Australian
to argue strongly in support of someone
or something £5 A cudgel is a short,
heavy stick which is used as a weéapon.
» Relatives have taken up the cudgels for
tioo British women accused of murder
orrosTE take up the cudgels agalnst
sbv/sth British & Australtan
e Environmental groups have token up
the cudgels against multinational
companies.

culture

a culture shock
feclings of bemng confused or surprised
that you have when you are in a country
or social group that is very different from
yvour own ¢ The first time she went to
Jupan, [sabel got @ huge culture shock.

a culture vulture humorous
someone who is very keen to see and
experience art, theatre, literature, music
etc. » She’s a bit of o culture vuliure.
She’ll onty visit places that have at least
one art gallery.

cup p

not be sb's cup of tea -
if someone or something is not vour cup
of tea, vou do not like them or you are not
interested in them e [f Yeals isn't your

cup of tea, why not try some of the more
contemporary Irish poets?

cupboard

cupboard love Brifish & Australian
love that you give in order to get
something from someone » I suspected all

along il was just cupboard love, and what
she really liked about him was his car.

cups

be in vour cups old-foshioned
to be very drunk « When he was in his
cups he would recite lines of poetry in a
loud voice.

curate

a curate's egg Eritish
something which has both good and bad
parts £> A curate is a priest. There is &
joke aboul a curate who was given a bad
egg and smid that parts of the egg were
good because he did not want to offend
the person who gave 1t to him.  Queen’s
College is something of a curate's egg,
with elegamt Victorian  bulldings
alongside some of the ugliest modern
architecture.

curiosity

Curlosity killed the cat.
something that you say in order to warn
someone not to ask (0O many questions
gbout something « “Why are you going
away so suddenly?” ‘Curiosity killed the
R

curl
want to curl up and die
to feel wvery embarrassed about

something thut you have sald or donc e J
spult coffee ail over their precious new rug
and I just wanted to curl up and dis,

curtain

the curtaln comes down on sth

the curtain falls on sth
if the curtain comes down on something,
especially a period of time, it ends £> In
& theatre the large curtains above the
stage are brought down at the end of &
performance, ¢ Last night, the curtain
came down on 14 years of Tory rule.
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curtains

It’s curtains informal
something that you say when you believe
something will end or someone will have
to stop doing something » (usually + for)
Ir oudience figures don't improve, it's
curtains for DJ Mike Hamilton.

curve

throw (sb) a curve (ball) American &
Australian, informal
to surprise someone with something that
is difficult or unpleasant to deal with
s The weather threw a curve al their
barbecue and they had to eat indoors.

cut

cut a fine figure British, American &
Australian, old-foshioned

cut a dash British, old-fashioned
if someone cuts a fine figure, people
admire their appearance, usually
because they are wearing attractive
clothes » Giles cut a fine flrurein his black
vefvet sull. = Lucy cut a dash ln her purple
salin ballgown.

cut and run
to avold a difficult situation by leaving
suddenly » When his business started to
Jail, he decided to cut and rum, rather than
Jace financial ruin.

the cut and thrust of sth
Hvely discussion or aclivity » James
enjoys the cut and thrust of debating.

be a cut above sth/sb
to be hetter than other things or people
» This dark chocolate contains 70% cocon
solids. It’s a cut above ordinary chocolale.

cutting

o Qur new luxury apartments are a cut
above the rest,

be cut from the same cloth
to be very similar  Despite differences in
age and In experience, these lwo grial
writers are cut from the same cloth.

can’t cut the mustard British, American
& Australian

can't cut it Brifish
if you can't cut the mustard, you cannot
deal with problems or difficulties » I she
can't cut the mustard, we'll have to find
someone else to do the job.

cut-and-dried

cut-and-dried

1 if 8 decision or sgreement is cut-and-
dried, it is final and will not be changed
= Although a deal has been agreed, it is not
yeét cut-and-dried.

2 if a subject, situation, or ldea is cut-and-
drled, it 1s clear and easy to understand
» The human rights issue is by no means
cut-and-dried.

cute

be as cute as a button Americon &
Australian
to be very attractive » At 14, she was as
cute as a butlon and the boys werestarting
{o notice her

cutting

at/on the cutting edge
in the area of a subject or activity where
the most recent changes and

developments are happeéning » {often +
of) New, young, Ttalian designers are al
the cutting edge of fashion.
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dab

be a dab hand British & Australlan
to be very good at an activity « (often + at)
You should get Ann to have a look at that,
She's a dab hand at getting stains out of
clothes. » (often + with) I hear you're a
dab hand with the paintbrush. (= you are
good at painting)

daft

be as daft as a brush Britsh, informal
if someone is as daft as & brush, they
behave in o very silly way = I remember
him as a kid and he was as daft as a brush
then.

daggers

be at daggers drawn Frifish &
Australian
If two people or groups are at daggers
drawn, thoy are angry and ready to fight
or argue with cach other £> A daggerisa
sharp pointed knife that was used in the
past as a weapon. * (often + with) Local
residents are al daggers drawn with the
councll over rubbish collection, » (often +
over) The nhoo countries have several
times been atl daggers drawn over the
Juture of the island.

look daggers at sb
to look very angrily at somecne = [
suddenly noticed David iooking doggers
at me and thought I'd better shut up.

damn

damned

be damned if you do and damned if you
don't
if you say that someone is damned if
they do and damned If they don't, you
mean they will be criticised whatever
they do » When it comes to removing
children from parents suspected of abuse,
social workers are damned if they do and
damned if they don't.

damp

a damp squib British & Australion
an event which people think will be
exciting but which is disappointing when
it happens £>A sguib is a type of
firework (= a small container filled with
chemicals which explodes to produce
bright lights and loud noises) and if it
becomes wet, 1t will not explode, « The
party turned out {0 be a bit of a damp
squib. Half the people who'd been invited
didn't turn up.

damper

put a damper/dampener on sth

to stop an occasion from being enjoyable
£> A damper s a device used on piano
strings to make the sound less loud
o Steve lost his wallet so that rather put a
damper on the evening. « We were both ull
while we were in Bosion, which put a bit of
a dampener on things.

dance

lead sb a (merry) dance old-foshioned
to confliise someone or to cause problems
for them by deceiving them or behaving
in 2 way that they cannot understand
» She's led usa merry dance over the plans
Jor the party.

dark

a dark horse

1 British & Australign, humorous a person
whao does not tell other people sbout their
ideas or skills and who surpriscs people
by doing something that they do not
expect = I didn't know Linda had written a
novel. She's a bit ey a dark horse, isn't she?

2 a person who wins a race or competition
although no one expected them to
« (sometimes + for) IFyearold Karen



Pickering could also be a dark horse for
(= she could win) a medal in the European
Championships.

dark-horse American = (glways befors
noun) She'’s a dork-horse candidate for
the position of company director:

keepl/leave sb In the dark to not tell
someone about something » She claims
she knew nothing about the deal and was
deliberately kKept in the dark.

keep sth dark
to keep something secret » [ he did know
that Anna was leaving, he certainly kept it
dark.

darkest

The darkest hour is just before the
dawn.
something that you say which means a
bad situation ofien seems worse just
before it improves ¢ There's still a chance
she might recover: The darkest hour Is Just
before the daten.

Davy Jones

Davy Jones’s locker humorous
the bottom of the sca » No one knows how
many wrecked ships there are in Dauy
Jones'’s locker.

day

day in, day out >/

day in and day out .
If vou do something day in, day out, you
do 1t every day over a long period, often
causing it to become boring # Life con
become very tedious ¥ you do the same
work day in, day owt, » Dave wore the same
tleday in and day out.

the day of reckoning
the time when an unpleasant situation
has to be dealt with, or the time when you
are punished or criticized for the things
vou have done wrong £ In the Bible, the

day

day of reckoning is the day at the end of
the world when God will judge everyone.
» Taking out a further loan to cover your
debts will only postpone the day of
reckoning.

be all In a day's work

if something difficult or strange is all in
a day's work for someone, it is a usual
part of their job e (often + for) Drinking
champagre with Hollywood stars is all in
a day’s work for top celebrity reporter
Gloria Evans. » We worked in blizzard
conditions to restore all the power lines,
but it's all in aday’s work.

be as clear/plain as day

to be obvious or easy to see » She's in love
with him - it'sas plain as day,

call it a day informal <

to stop doing something, especlally
working = After playing together jfor 20
years the band have finally decided to call
it aday. = It s almost midnight - I think it’s
time fo call it a day.

carry the day
1 to win a war or a fight « At the beginning

of the American Civil War, many
southerners believed their soldiers and
statesmen would carry the day.

2 if you carry the day, you persuade people

to support vour ideas or opinions, or if a
particular idea carries the day it is
accepted by a group of people » The
Republicans carried theday in the dispute
over the new Jet fighter: » Her argument in
Javour of pay increases eventually carried
the day.

Don’t give up the day job! humorous

something that you say to someone who
is performing in order to tell them that
you do not think they are very good at it

o 'What did you think of my singing,
then?" ‘Er, don'l give up theday job!"

get/have your day in court American &

Australian

to get an opportunity to give your
opinion on something or to explain your
actions after they have been criticized
» She was fiercely determined to get her
day in court and the TV interview would
giveitio her
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have haditsiyourday .
to be much less popular than before « The
general vlew in the country is that
socialism kas hed s day. » She was a best-
selling author in the 19505 and 60s. bt T
think she's had her day.

in this day and age
in modern times o She satd she was

appalled that so miwh injustice could exist
in thisday and age.

make =b’s day
to muke someone very happy = Go on, Ltell
him you like his jacket. It'l make his day!
o [ was so pleased to hear from Peter It
really made my day.

name theday
to announce when you plan to do
something important, especially get
marricd » Hove you and Chris named the
day yet?

save the day i
to do something that solves a serious
problem * Schwarzenegger saves the day
by arriving just in time to shoot the
kidnappers and rescue the hostages.

soize the day formal
to use an opporiunity to do something
that you want and not to worry about the
future » Seize the day young marn. You
may never get the chance to embark on
such an adventure again.

take each day as it comes

take it one day at a time
to deal with things as they happen, and
not to make plans or to worry about the
future o I've fived through a lol of
changes recently, but I've learnt o toke
each day as it comes.

That'll be the day!
something that you sav in order to show
vou think an event or action is not likely
to happen » A pay rise? That’il be the day!

win the day
if you win the day, vou persuade peonle to
support your ideas or opinions, or if a
particilar idea wins the day it is
accepted by a group of people = By the end
of the meeting it became clear that the
radicals had won the day. » I was pleased

to hear that common sense had won the
day and the propusat had been accepied.
daylights

beat/knock the (living) dayiights out of
sb
to hit someone very hard many times
= I’li knock the living daylights out of him
Iif I'catch himdoing it agaln!

frightervscare the (living) daylights out
of sh
to frighten someone very much « Don’t
core up behind me like that. You scared
the living daylights out of me!

days

sb's/sth’s days are numbered
if someone’s or something's days are
numbered, they will not exist for much
longer » As our lpcal cinema struggles to
survive, it seems clear that its days ore
numbered,

I've never [felt/heard/seen etc.] sth in all
my (born) days! old fashioned
something that you say when you are
shocked or very surprised by something
» There were two men Kissing in the streef.
I've never seen anything like it in all my
born days!

Those were the days! ,><
something that you sav which means life
was better at the time in the past that you
are talking about » We had no money but
we were young and madly in love Oh,
those were the days!

day-to-day

day-to-day
a day-to-day activity is one of the things
that you have to do every day, usually asa
part of your work » {(always before noun)
It's Shella who'’s responsible for the day-to-
day running of the school,

dead

Dead men tell no tales.
something that you say which means
people who are dead cannot tell secretse J
suspect they killed him because he knew
too much. Dead men tell no tales.

a dead duck

1 British, American & Ausirallian, informal
somethihg or someone that 1s not



successful or useful « The project was a
dend duck from the start due & a lack of
Junding. « My first agent turned out to be a
bit of a dead duck and he failed to find me
any work,

2 American & Australlan. informai
someone who is going to be punished
severcly for something they have done
= [f Dad finds out you used the car, you'll
be a dead duck.

adead end
a sitnation in which no progress can be
made £5 A dead end is also & road which
is closed at one end and does not lead
anywhere. * Negotiators have reached a
dead end in their attempts to find a
peaceful solution to the crisis.
dead-end « (always before noun) He

found Rimself stuck in a low-paid, dead-
end Job. = She moved to London to escape
from a dead-end relatlonship.

a dead weight

1 if someone I8 a dead weight. they arce
very heavy and difficult to carry. often
because they are not conscious ¢ Tom
was a dead weight and her muscles ached
as she carried him upstairs.

2 something or somecone who prevents
other people from making progress ¢ We
must free ourselves from the dead weight
of history. » She's Just a deéad weight on the
business af the moment,

the dead hand of sth
something that stops progress from
being made » Economic development has
been held back by the dead hand of
bureaucracy.

be a dead cert British & Australian,
informal
to be certain to happen or to be certain to
achleve something « (often + for) Hesa
dead cert for an Oscar nomination.

be a dead loss

1 informal if something or someone is a
dead loss, they disappoint you because
they arce of bad quality or because they
are not able to do what you want them to
do » The meetlng was a dead loss. We
didn’t come to a single decision, * He may
have been a great poet, but he was a dead
lossasa husband.

2 informal to be very bad at a particular
activity or subject ¢ (sometimes + at) [
was an absolute dead loss at sport when [
wasat school.

be a dead ringer for sb/sth
to look very similar to someone or
something » He's a dead ringer for Bone
Jrom U2 - people often come up Lo him in
the street and ask for his autograph.

be as dead as a doornall informal
to be dead o I found the fish, dead as a
doornail, floating on the surface of the
water.

be dead and buried
to be ended completely » As far as I'm
concerned the maiter's dead and buried.
o [ won't rest until! fascism is dead and
buried in this country

be dead from the neck up hiumorous
if & person is dead from the neck up, they
are very stupid » Her last boyfriend was
dead from the neck up.

be dead from the waist down himorous
if someonc is dead from the waist down,
they do not experience sexusal excitement
 [t's no good flirting with him - he's dead
from the waist down.

be dead meat Ameriean & Australlan,
informal
if you say that someone is dead meat, you
mean that they will be punished severely
for something they have done = You touch
any of my things again and you're dead
meuat!

be dead on your feet
to be very tired « I've spent the whole day
cleaning the house and I'm dead on my
JSeet,

be dead to the world
to be slecping vory deoply = Cuy was
curled up on the sofa. dead to the world,

be the dead spit of sb Lrlish
to look very much lke someone else
» He's the dead spit of this bloke I used to
know

come back from the dead

rise from the dead
to become successful or popular again
after a period of not being successful or
popular « This was a company that had



risen from the dead under the new
direction of Torn Wiles.

cut sb dead
to ignore someone when you see them or
when they speak to vou becalse you are
angry with them or do not like them « I
asked her about it in the meeting and she
Just cut me dead.

Drop dead! very informal
a rude way of telling someone that you

are very angry at something they have
Just said or done » A guy started hassling
mie while I was ordering drinks at the bar,
so I told him todrop dead. ;

in the dead of night/winter
in the middle of the night or in the
middle of winter « The fire broke out in
the dead of night.

knock them!"em dead i1yormal
to perform so well or to look so attractive
that other people admire you a lot » Youff
knock thern dead at the party tonight in
your new black dress! » (often an order)
Just go out there tonight and knock ‘em
dead!

overmydead body
if you say that something will happen
over your dead body. vou mean that you
will do everything vou can to prevent it
e ‘Josh says he’s going to buy a motorbike."
‘Over my dead body!” « If they cut down
thuse trees, they'll do it over my dead boedy.

Dead is used in the following phrases
connected with people or things that
are not useful, effective, or successful.

dead wood

people In a group or organization who
are not useful any more and who need to

beremoved ® There's a lof of dead wood in
the team which needs to be cleared out.

a dead letter
an agreement or a law which still exists
but which people do not obey or which Is
not cffective any more ¢ The ceasgfire
agreement was a dead letter as soon as it
was signed since neither side had any
intention of keeping to it

be as dead as a dodo informal

if something Is as dead as a dodo, it is not
important or popular any more £5 The
dodo was a large bird which could not Oy
and which does not exist any more. « Whe
cares about soclalism any more?
Sacialism's as dead as a dodo.

be dead in the water
if something is dead In the water, it has
failed, and it seems impossible that it will
be successful in the future » So howdoesa
governmeni revive an economy that is
dead in the water?

flog a dead horse Hritish, American &
Australian

beat a dead horse American
to waste time trying to do something that
will not succeed = (usually in continuous
tenses) You're flogging a dead horse
trying to persuade Simon to come (o Spain
with us - ke hates going abroad. » Do you
think it's worth sending my manuscript to
other publishers or I am Just bealing a
dead horse?

deaf

be as deaf as a post British, American &
Australian, informat

be as deaf as a doorknob/doornail
Australian
to be completely deaf « She's 89 and as
deqf asa post

fall on deaf ears
il a request or advice falls on deaf ears,
people ignore it « Appenls to release the
hostages fell on deaf ears. » Warnings that
sunbathing can lead to skin cancer have
largely fallen on deaf ears In Britain,

turn a deaf ear
to ignore someone when they complain
ar ask for something e (often + to) I the
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death

past they've tended to torn a deaf ear tp be done to death informal

such reguests.

deal y

cut a deal American /\K\

to make an agreement or an

arrangement with someone, especially in
business or politics = The property
developer tried to cut a deal with us Lo get
us out of the building.
What's the deal? (nformal <

something that you say in order to ask
someone 0 explaln what they have been
doing or what they are planning to do
o ‘You haven't been at work all week -
what’s the deal?’ » So, what's thedeal - are
we going out to dinner?

dear

a Dear lohn letter humorous
a letter that you send to a man telling him
vou want to end a romantic relationship
with him e I've always thought Dear John
letters a cowardly way of ending a
relationship.

cost sb dear )\’:
if something that someone does
especially something stupid, costs them
dear; it causes them a lot of problems
s [Later that year he atiacked a
photographer, an incident that cost him
dear.

hang/hold on (to stiv/sb) for dear life
to hold sumething or someone as tightly
as yvoul can in order to avold falling » I sat
behind Gary on the bike and hung on for
dear [ife as we sped off » A rope was passed
down and she held on to it for dear life as
she was pulled to safety.

death

a death trap
a building, road, or vehicle which is very
dangerous and which could cause people
to die & The whole house was a death trap
with faulty gas fires. broken stairs, and
bad wiring. = The road becomes ¢ death
trap in icy weatiter

be at death’s door informal
to be nearly dead = Don'r exaggerate, il
was only fiu — you were hardly at death’s
door.

if a particular style or subject is done to
death, it is used or discussed so many
times that it is not interesting any more
s The milliary look was done to death In
tast season's fashion shows.

You’'ll catch your death (of cold)!
informal
something that you say to warn someone
that they will become ill if they go
ourside while they are wel or wearing too
few clothes = You can’t go out dressed like
that in this weather — you'll caich your
death of cold!

dice with death
to do something very dangerous » (often
in continuous tenses) You're dicing with
death driving ot thal sort of speed on icy
roads.

flog sth to death British, Americen &
Australian, tnformal S

beat sth to death American ~

to use a particular style or to discuss a
particular subject so many times that it
is not Interesting any more  He basically
tokes one theme and flogs it to death for
three hundred and fifty pages. o No
sporting event is bealen lo death more
thanr the Sugar Bowl - it isanalyzed again
and again by the commenitators.

like death (warmed up) British &
Australian

like death (warmed over) American
if vou feel or look like death warmed up,
you fecl or look very ill I wish I'd got 1o
bed earlier last night — I feel like death
warmed up, = The poor guy looked like
death warmed over

to death
if someone is worried or bored to death,
they are very worried or bored « Why
didn’t you ring and say you were poing o
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be late? I was worried to death. » You must
be bored to death, sitting here all dey with
nothing to do.

Death is used in the following phrases
connected with things that fail or end.

adeath blow
an action or an event which causes
something to end or fail » (usually + to)
This rencwed outbreak of fighting has
been seen as a death blow w any chance for
peace. » The scandal dealt a death blow
to (= ended) his political ambitions.

die a death Dritish

die a natural death American &
Australian
to fail and end » The principle of free
health care for everyone is likely o die a
death in the next ten years. » The play, like
so many others. died a natural deatk qfter
arly one week.

sign your own death warrant

to do something which will stop you from
being successful £ A death warrent is
an official document which orders
someone to be killed as a punishment.
» The company signed ils own death
warrant by choosing to remain
independent rather than going into
partnership.

sign cth's death warrant 10 cause an
organization or an activity to fall or end
» The cancellation of the multt-miltion
dollar order signed the company's death
warrant.

sound/toll the death knell
to cause an organization, system, or
activity to fail or cnd £> A knell is the
sound of a bell being rung slowly to tell
people that someone has dicd. « (oftcn +
for) The rew superstore will sound the
dearh knell for hundreds of small
independent shops. * (stmetimes + of)
The closure of the local car factory tolled
the death knell of the towr.
the death knell the reason why
something fails and ends ¢ (often + for)
Computeroperated machinery has been
seen as the death knell for traditional
skills.

deck

on dedk

1 American & Australian if someone Is on
deck, they are present and ready to do
something e Bill's batting next - tell him
Lo get on deck. » Ann, f youcan be on deck
al 8.00 I'll give you a lift to the meeting.

2 Australian, informai alive » Don't tell me
old Bill's still on deck. I thought he died
Years ago.

stack the deck mainly American

to arrunge something in a way that is not
fair in order to achieve what you want
£ This phrase comes from the idea of
arrangingasct of cards inacard gameso
that you will win. « The manager stacked
the deck in Joe's fovor so he got the
promotion

decks

clear the decks [nformal
to Iinish dealing with what you are doing
so that you can start to do something
more important £5 If navy officers clear
the decks they prepare a ship for war
» His company is clearing the decks for
major new investment in the Far East.

deep \

deep down
if you know or feel something deepdown,
you are certain that it is true or you feel it
strongly although you do not admit ix or
show it ® Deep down, she knew that what
she was doing was wrong. « He tried to
convince himself that he woas enjoying his
Jjob, but deep down he was really
miserable,

deep pockets

if an organization or a person has deep

pnckets, they have a lot of money

* Anyone who tries to help that company

will need deep pockets - I Is nearly

bankrupt.

e involved
in a difficult situation = I think we're

get into deep water to heco
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gelting into deep water here talking about
Kender issues,

be in too deep informai
to be so involved in a situation or
relationship that you are unable to stop
being involved « I knew I should leave him
but L was in oo deep.

dig deep
to use a lot of vour own money to pay for
something » Church members dug deep
into thelr pockets to pay for a new roof
= Thecity will have to dig deep If it rants
to host the next Olympics.

go off the deep end informal
to suddenly become very angry or upset
and start shouting at someone = One
minute we were having a perfecily
reasonabie discussion and the next minuite
you just wentoff the deep end!

go/run deep
if a feeling or a problem goes deep, it is
very strong or serious and has exlsted for
a long time » Feelings of anger went deep
on both sides, » Underlying problems in
the company run degp and It is unlikely

that a nete director will be abie to solve

them.

jump in at the deep end (o start a new
job or activity without being prepared for
it » Philips is jumping in at the deep end,
acling as captain in his first match with
the team.

deep-six

deep-six sb/sth American, informal
to get rid of someone or sometling
¢ They want to deep-six the profect becatise
it's costing too miwch money:

de facto

de facto formal
a de facto situation is one which exlsts or
is truc although it has not been officially
accepted or agreed e {always beforc

department

noun) Edwards fas established himself
as the de facto leader of the group.
de facto formal » The United Nations has
recognized de facto the country as
independent.

déja vu

déja vu
the strange feeling that you have already
seen or experienced something » As [
walked into the house, I hed a strange
sense of déja vu.

delusions

delusions of grandeur }{
the belief that you are much more
important or powerful than yvou really
are ¢ Young bands somefimes gel
detusions of grandewr after their first
number one ks,

demon

the demon drink humorous
a way of referring to alcohol when you
are talking about the unpleasant effects
it can have My grandfather used 10
lecture us aboul the dangers of the demon
drink.

den

beard sb in their den

beard the lion In their den
to visit an Important person in the place
where they work, in order to tell or ask
them something unpleasant = 4 group of
Journalisis bearded the director in his den
to ask how ke was going to deal with the
crisis. = Who's going to beard the lion in
her den and explain what's gone wrong?

dent

make a dent in sth British, American &
Australian

put a dent in sth American
to reduce the amount or level of
something » The roof repalrs made quite
@ dent in our savings. » (often negative)
Police efforts have hardly put a dent in the
level of drug trafficking on the streels

department

not be sb's department /ny/ormal
if something is not vour department, you
are not responsible for dealing with it or



you do not know much about it = As
regards getling your computer flxed,
you'll have to ask someone else — I'm
afraid if's not my deparument. » In general
doctors don't know miuch about nutrition:
that’s not their deparfment,

oerostTe be sb's department informal
» I've chosen the pairit and wallpeper, but
the actual job of eecorating is Neil's
depariment.

depth

depths

plumb the depths

1 to experience extreme sadness = (usually
+ of) His wife left him in May and during
the following months he plumbed the
depthsof despatr.

2 to understand something in detail,
especially something that is difficult to
understand * (usually + of) In Rypnosis
we pleanb the depihs of the unconscious.

3 if something that someone does or says
piumbs the depths, it is veryv bad » (ofien
+ of) I read one review which said the
show plumbed the depths of lastelessness.
plumb new depths to hecome even
worse than before » Man’s inhumanity to
man has plumbed new depths in this
conflict.  Industrigl relations had
plumbed new depths, ever for Hackney
with aseries of disputesand strikes.

sink to such depths
to behave very badly e I find it hard to
belleve that human beings could sink to
such depths.

de rigeur

de rigeur formal
if something is de rigeur, It is necessary
if yvou want to be thought fashionable or
if you want to follow a custom o Lexther

Jackets and jeans are still de rigeur for
hard rock fans.

designated

a designated driver American
one persoh in a group who agrees not to
drmk alcohol in order to drive the other
people to and from a place where they
will drink aleohol = Tom said he'd be the
designated driver when we go out tonight.

designs

have designs on cb
to want to have a sexual relatlonship
with someone » She suspected that Helen
had designson her husband.

have designs on sth
to want to have something and to plan to
get &t = J knetwo that David had destgns on
e hatlf of the husiness.

de trop

de trop formal
more than is neoded or wanted » (always
after verh) I thought his commenls af the

meetlng were a little de trop.

deus ex machina

a deus ex machina formal
a way of ending a play or event that
seems false and that involves problems
being dealt with too easily » Shakespeare
produces o very unsalisfing deus ex
machina in “The Winter's Tale' when a
statue of the queen comes to life.

devil

The devil finds work for idle hands.
something that you say which means
people who have no work or activity are
more likely to do things they should not
do, such as commit crimes « There's
plenty more tidyving to do If you've
Sinished the bedrvoom. The devdl finds work
Joridle hands,

(let) the dovil take the hindmostold.
Joshioned
something that you say to mean that vou
should only think about yourself and
your own succees: and not care about
other people » You've gof Lo be tough to
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survive in this business - grab what you
can and let the devil take the hindmost.

better the devil you know (than the

devil you don’t)
something that you say to mean it is
better to deal with a person or thing you
know, even If vou do not like them, than
to deal with a new person or thing who
could be even worse ¢ [ know Mike can be
difficult to work with sometimes, but
better the devil you know,

between the devll and the deep blue
tca
if you are berween the devil and the decp
blue sea, you must choose between two
equally unpleasant situations « For most
people a visit 1o the dentist is the resullof a
cholce betwween the devil and the deep blue
sea - if you go you suffer, and {f you don’t
goyou suffer

Go to the devll! oldfashioned
an impolitc way of relling someone to go
Bway becuuse you are annoyed with them
o [ told him that i he wasn't prepared o
change his ideas he could go to the devil!

have the devil's own job dolng sth/todo
sth old-fashioned
to spend a long time tryving to do
something difficult » I had the devil's oun
job to find a parking space near here.

have the devil's own luck old fashioned
to be very lucky » He found a Job and an
apartment within o week - he really has
the devil’s own luck, rquqau

play devil's advocate
to pretend to be against an idea or plan
which a lot of people support in order to
make people discuss it in more detail and
think about it more carefully £5 The
Advocatus Diaboll’ was a person
employed by the Roman Catholic church
to argue against someone being made a
saint (= someone given the honour of
being called Saint by the Roman Catholic
church). » I don't think he was really in
SJavour of getting rid of the scheme, he woas
Just playing devil's advocate. » I know that
most people here support the project, but
lei me play devil’s advocate for a moment
and ask iff anyone has considered the cost?

die

spealvtalk of the devil humorous
something that you sayv when a person
you are talking about arvives and you are
not expecting them » Apparently, Lisa
went there and wasn’t very impressed - oh,
talk of the devil, here she Is.

devil-may-care

devil-may-care old-fashioned
relaxed and not worried about the results
of your actions * He had a rather devil-
may-care aftilude towards money which
impressed me at the time.

dibs

have dibs on sth American, informal
to make it clear that something belongs
to you or that you should be the next
person to use something » I have dibs on

the Sunday paper.

dice

the dice are loaded against sb
if the dice are loaded against someone,
they are not likkely to succeed « When I
realized I was the only male applicant I
knew that the dice were loaded agatnst me.

diddly-squat

diddly-squat American, informal
nothing at all « What does he know about
the South? Diddly-squat! « The lyrics in
his songs aren’t worth diddiy-sguat - it’s
the melodles that make you feel good.

the die is cast
something that you say when a decision
hes been msade or something has
happened which will cause a situation to
develop in a particular way #£> Adieisa
small block of weod or plastic with
different numbers of spots on each side,
used In games, and ‘cast” means to throw
= From the moment the first shot was fired,
the die was casi and war became
tnevitable,

to die for informal
il something is to die for; it is extremely
good « The weather's fantastic, the people
are warm and friendly and the food is to



die for = She's a bequilful-looking girl
with a voice o die for

difference

different

(1t's) different strokes for different
folks. mainly American
something that you say which means thac
different people like or need different
things » 've never enjoyed winter sporis,
bui different strokes for different folks.

march to a different drummer maindy
Amaerican

march to a different tune Dritish
to hehave in a diffcrent way or to believe
in different things from the people
around you » While most of the couniry
supported military action, Senithi was
rmarching fo a different drummer;

dignity

stand on vour dighity
to demand Lo be treated with more
respect than other people because you
think you are mare Important « And
although he held a senior position in the
company he would never stand on his
dignity.

dime

be a dime a dozen American &
Australian, informal '
to be common and not have much value
= Romantic novels like these are a dime a
dozen,

pot be worth a dime American, informal
to have little or no value « It turns out her
precious pawniing ism’t worth a dime - it's
afake.

on a dime American, informal
if a vehicle or {88 driver turns or slops On
a dime, they turn Or stop in &8 very small

space » His car is great for parking - l{can
trarn on adime.

dinner

be done like a (dog’s) dinner Ausfralian,
Informal
w be completely defeated = Whatever
possessed her fo play tennis againsi Sue?
She was done like a dinner.

dire

be indire straits .
to be in a very difficult or dangerous
situation » The earthquake ard the war
wEll leave the country in dire straits for a

long time. = They are In dire financial
straits.

dirt

dirt cheap informal
extremely cheap ¢ Thiz may seem like a
great deal of money but In advertising
termns it is dirt cheap.

dirt-poor informal
extremely poor e Most of the population
in this undeveloped aren were dirl-poor
and jobless.

dig the dirt

dig up dirt
to try to find out bad things about
someonc ih order to to stop other people
admiring themm » (often + on) No ¢ffort is
being sparvd to dig up dirt on the enem).

dish the dirt informal
to tell people unpleasant or shocking
personal Information about comeone
» {(often + on) Shaunra agreed to dish the
dirt on her millionaire ex-lover for a feeof
£5,000. » Some journalists just enjoy
dishing the dirt.

do sb dirt American, informal
to bechave unfairly or badly towards
someone, often without them knowing
» Mack really did me dirl - he stopped me
Jrom getting my promotlon.

treat sh like dirt X
to behave badly towards someone in a
way that shows that you do not respect
them o [ don’t know why she stays with
him. He treais her like dirt.
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a dirty old man informal
an older man who shows a strong and
unpleasant terest in sex = On the top
shelf they've got all those horrible
magazines for dirty oid men.

a dirty weekend British & Australian,
fugnorous
a weekend when two people who are not
married go away somewhere to have sex
o Af first I thought he was asking me to go
away for a dirty weekend.

adirty word
if something is a dirty word, people do
not generally approve of it » For the
environmenially conscious, disposable’
has become a dirty word.

giveishoot sb a dirty look
to look at someone in an angry way  f
didn’i know whal I'd said that was so
offensive bul she gave me a really dirty
ook,

talk dirty informai
to tadk rudely about sex, usually in order
to make someonc sexually excited « flove
it when you talk dirty o me.

wash your dirty laundry/linen in public
British & Australion

air your dirty laundry/linen in public
American & Australian
to talk to other people about personal
things that you should keep private « J
was brought up to believe that it was
wrong to wash your dirty inen in public,

Dirty is used in the following phrases
connected with deing something
dishonest or unpleasant.

a dirty trick
a dishonest action o He resigned after
allegations of dirty fricks during the
election campaign. = Telling her you
needed the money for a friend wos a dirty
frick.

do sb's dirty work
to do something unpleasant or difficult
for someone else because they do not
want to do it themselves » Well next Hime,
Kevtn can do his own dirtywork. = (often +

distance

for) Tril her yourself - I'm not going to do
Your dirty work for you!

do the dirty on sh British & Australian,
informal
io behave unfairly or very badly towards
somedne, often without them knowing
s And then he did the dirty on her ond
wend and had an affair with her best
Jriend.

play dirty informal
to behave dishonestly, espocially by
cheating in & game « He loses his temper
Jrom time to time, but he never plays dirdy.

disaster 1

adlsasterarea

1 if a place is a disaster arca, it is vory
untidy #> A dlsaster area is also a place
where an event like a storm or a flood
causes serious damage and the
government gives help for the emergency.
s The kitchen was a disaster area, with
greasy plates piled high in the sink.

2 if a subject, a piece of work, or an
organization is a disaster area, it causes
many problems, often because 1t is badly
organized » Governmend housing policy is
a complete disaster aren.

discretion

Discretion is the better part of valour.
British & Australlan, Uterary

Discretion is the better part of valor.
American & Australian, literary
something that you say which means that
it is better to be careful and think before
you act than it 12 to be brave and take
risks « She declded not to voice her
opposition (o the Chalrinan’s remarks.
Perhaps discretion was the better part of
vt

distance

go the (full) distance
to continue to do something until it Is
successfully completed = If's o really
tough course — I'm just worried thas I
wor't beable to go the distance.

Infwithin spitting distanco

Infwithin striking distance
very close to something or someone
» (often + of) The great? thing about the
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house is that it's within spilting distance
of the sea, » The move to Ascor put us
within striking distance of London.

distraction

drive sb to distraction
to make SOmeone VETy angry or Very
bored » Looking after six children every
day is enough to drive you o distraction.
e There's a constant buzzing notseand it's
driving me to distraction.

divide

divide and conquerirule
away of keeplng yoursell In a position of
power by making the people under you
disagree with each other so that they are
unable to join together and remove you
from your position = A small minority
have continued 0 govern by a policy of
divide and conguicr:
divide-and-conquerirule = (shvays
before noun) They used divide-and-rule
tactics to isolale their opponents.

dividends

pay dividends

if something you do pays dividends, it
causes good results at a time in the future
£ In the financial world a dividend is
part of the profit of a company that is
paid to the people who own shares in it,
= Plenty of practice early in the season will
pay dividends later on,

do

it's do or die.

something that you say when yonarcina
situation in which you must take a big
risk in order lo avoid failure » Jt’s now or
never - do or die - risk everything or regret
it for the rest of your life.

do-or-die » (always before noun) It was e
do-ordie save by the goalkeeper that won

the gamne.

doctor

be just what the doctor ordered
hurnorous
to be exactly what 1s wanted or needed
o Andy's making us some lunch." ‘Great,
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Just what the doctor ordered."» A night out
on their own was just what the doctor
ordered.

dog

dog eatdog
if a situation is dog eat dog, people will
do anything to be successful, even if
what they do harms other people = In
showbusiness It's dog eat dog — one day
you ‘re a star; the next yot:"ve been replaced
by younger talent.
dog-eat-dog * It's a dog-eatdog world
out there so you've got to know who your
real friends arv.

a dog and pony show American
a show or other event thal has been
organized in order to get people’s support
or to persuade them to buy something
o The film Is part of the dog and pony
show the company puts on for the bengfit
of foretgn journalists.

a dog in the manger
someone who keeps something that they
do not really want in order to prevent
anyone else from having it « Stop being
such a dog in the manger and let your
sister ride your bike if you're not using if.
dog-in-the-manger = (slways before
noun) The British have a dog-in-the-
manger attitude to the island, no longer
needing 11 themselpes, but wanling to deny
it iv others.

the dog days
the hottest days of the summer £> Some
people believe there Is a star called the
dog star which can only be seen during &
hot period in the summer » (usually + of)
At times, during the dog days of stmmer,
the stream dries up completely.

be like a dog with two tails -
to be very happy * Ben's ream won the
match. Their manager was hikea dog with
two tails,

a dog’s breakfast/dinner British &
Australian, informal
something that has been done very badly
» She tried to cut her hoir and made a real
dog's breakfast of it. » You should have
seen the ceiling ofter he'd flnished



painting . It was a complete dog's
breaifost

done upidressed up like a dog's dinner
Britich & Australian
wearing clothes which make you look
silly when vou have tricd to dress for a
formal occaslon « There she weas, all
dressed up like a dog’s dinner, in a
ridiculous fritly shirt and a skirt that was
Jar too short.

Every dog has Its day.
something that you say which means that
evervone is successfil during some
period in thelr life « He'll get that
promoiion eventually. Every dog has its
day:

not have a dog's chance informal
fo not have any chance of doing
soniething that you want to do « (usually
+ of + doing sth) He hasn't @ dog's chance
of getiing that job.

It's a dog’s life.
something that you say which means that
Iife is hard and unpleasant = "ve got o go
2o the supermarket, then cook a meal. then
pick Dave up from the station - it'sa dog’s
life!

put on the dog American & Australlan,
informal
to by to seem vicher or moee important
than you really are « They really put on
the dog in froni of their guests.

Why keep a dog and bark yourself?

Brilish & Australian

something that you say which means
there is no purpose in doing something
vourself when there is scmeone else who
will da it for you « Just leave the glasses on
the table - the bar staff wili collect them.
After all, why keep o dog and bark
yourself?

doggo

lle doggo British & Australian, old-
Sashioned
to hide, especially in order to gveoid doing
something thet someone wants you to do
s Where's Mike? 'Probably lying doggo
1l the washing up'sdone.’
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doghouse

be in the doghouse n/ormal
If someohe is In the doghouse, another
person is annoyved with them because of
something they have done = [ forgot to
turn the oven off and the dinner’s ruined,
so I'm really in the doghouse.

dogs

call off thedogs
to stop attacking or criticizing someong
» The bank has agreed to call off the dogs
until we can ger the business wup and
running again.

go to the dogs
if a country or an organization is going
to the dogs, it is becoming less suecessiul
than it was in the past » (usually in
continuous tenses) They sat in the bar the
night before the election, meaning that the
country was going to the dogs.

throw sb to the dogs
to allow someone to be criticized or
attacked, often In order to protect
yourself from heing criticized or
attacked = I really felt as if I'd been
thrown to the dogs just to save other
people’s reputations.

dog-tired

dog-tired [nformal
extremely tired = He usually pof home al
around seven o'clock, dog-tired gfter a
long day in the ¢fftce.

doldrums

be in the doldrums

1 if a business, an economy or & person’s
job is in the doldrums, it is not very
successful and nothing new is happening
in 1t £5 The doldrums was the name for
an area of sea whore ships wero not able
to move because there was no wind,
= High-street spending remains in the
doldrurns and retailers do not expect an
imminent recoveryt
orrosie out of the doldrums = A cwi in
interest rates will be needed fo Ut the
property mavket ot of the doldrums.

2 to feel sad and to lack the energy to do
anvthing « He's been in the doldrums these



past couple of weeks and nothing 1 do after the party. ¢ I'mall done in - sorry, but

seems to cheer him up. Iean't walk any further without a rest.
dollars don juan
dollars to donutsidoughnuts American, o ><

. garksind @ man who has had sex with a lot of

if you say that something will happen,

dollars to donuts, vou mean you are sure mﬂ:ﬂhdﬂmhﬁ g 558
it will happen » Dollars to donuts the

company is going to fold. = I'll bet you donkey

the porty a very long time » I've been doing this job
Australian

if someone has dollar signs in their eves, doom

they are thinking about the money they  doom and gloom

could get » Local taxi drivers approached  the feeling that a situation is bad and is

us with dollar signs in their eyes. not likely to improve « Come on, it's not
dollars-and-cents all doom and gloom, {f we make a real
dollars-andcents American & Australian 00Tt wecould still win.

if something Is discussed or thought goae
aboul in a dollars-and-cents way, the

close/shut the door on sih

exact amounts of money Invalved are
thought about « (slways before noun) The
dollars-and-cents details of the new
budget will be presented tomorrow by the
government,

domino

a domino effect
the effect which a situation or event has
on a serfes of other situstions or events
£A>Dominoes are a set of small,
rectangle-shaped pieces of wood or
plastic, marked with spots on one side. If
dominoes are placed standing next to
each other, each one will knock the next
one ovor, ® Young couples can't afford even
the small houses, so the people in thase
houses can't mmove on to the bigger houses,
It’s the domino effect.

done

a done deal mainly American
a final decision or agroement » (often
negative) It’s not a done deal - we're still
talking about who to hire for the job.

be done in Gritish, American &
Australian, informal

be all done In American
to be too tired to do any more * She was
done in by the time she had cleared up

to make it impossible for something to
happen, especially a plan or a solution to
a problem » There are fears thot this latest
move might have closed the door on a

peaceftd solution.

give sb a foot in the door ¢ The
Jreelance work [ did gave me a foot in the
door:

lay sth at sb’s door

to blame someene for something bad that
has happened » The biame for their deaths
was laid firmly of the government's door

never darken your door again old-

Sfashioned

if vou tell someone never to darken your
door again. you mean you never want to
sce them agaln = Did her father really tell
Yyou never to darken his door again? How
melodramatic,
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open the doer to sth
to allow something new to start = The
ceasefire opens the door fo talks between
the two sides, = A new kind of falfree fat
could open the door to a revolution in
snack foods.

show sb the door
to make It clear that someone must leave
= [ told her that I wasn't interested in her
scherne and she showed me the door in no
uncertain terms.

doors

open (new) doors .
to give someone new opportunities
o (sometimes + for) The success of that
film opened new doors for him.
+ (sometimes + to) Early resulls show that
the new system would open doors to
disadvantaged people.

doorstep

dos

dos and don'ts
rules about what you must do and what
you must not do in a particular situation
= In the back of the gulde there’s ¢ llst of
the dos and don'ts of local etiquette.

dose

go through sb/sth like a dose of salts
old-fashioned
if something you eat goes through your
body like a dose of salts, it goes through
vou very quickly e Those beans went
through me like o dose of salts.

dot

dot thelvour i's and cross thelyour t's
informal
to do something very cavefully and in a
lot of detall » She writes highly accurate
reporis -~ she always dots her i's and
crosses hert’s.

on the dot
if something happens st a partieular
time on the dot. it happens at exactly that
time » Shops in this part of the city shut at

double-dipping

5.30pm on the dot. » (sometimes + of) The
Sfirst customers arrived on the dot of Sam.

dotted

sign on the dotted line
to formally agree to something by signing
a legal documaent » According Lo promoter
Andrew James, the band has signed on the
dotted line and will be playing ar the
Coliserm on November 2, 3and 4.

double

double Dutch Erifish & Australion
speech or writing that iS nonsense and
cannot be understood = He came otit with
a load of sophisticated grammatical codes
and it all sounded like double Dutch.

a double bind
a situation in which you cannot succeed
because whatever you decide to do, there
will be bad results « Women find
themselves In a double bind. If they stay
at home with their Kids they're regarded
as non-ochievers and (f they go cul to
work, people say they're neglecting their
family.

a double whammy informal
a situation where two bad things happen
ar the same time « Critics claim that the
cuts in public spending coupled with a pay
Sreeze Is o double whammy which will
affect low patd workers badly.

at the double Fritish & Australlan

on the double American & Australian
if you go somewhere or do something at
the double, you go there or do it very
quickly » Tweo surgeons arrived in the
emergency room at the double.

do a double take
to lock at something or someone twice
because you are su surprised at what you
have seen * He walked past her and she
did a double take. Without his beard he
was guite transformed.

double-dipping

double-dipping American
the activity of receiving money from two
differemt places or two difforent jobs,
often when it is not honest or legal » The
government has introduced tighter rules
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on employes’ pemslons to discorvoge
double-dipping

double-dip American » It is tempting for
physicians to double-dlp by sending their
patients to labs they have a financial
interest in.

double entendre

a double antendre
a word or phrase which has two different
meanings, one of which is sexual or rude
¢ His speech at the dinner was full of bad
jokes and double entendres.

double-talk <

double-talk Brlfish, American &
Australign

double-speak mainly American
a way of speaking that confuses people in
order to avold telling them the truth « He
said the new frain service would run fewer
trains, but would provide a better service -
sheer double-talk.

doubting

a doubting Thomas
& person who refuses to belicve anything
until they are given proof £51In the
Bible, Thomas would not believe that
Jesus had come back from the dead until
he saw him, ¢ He's g real doubting
Thornas — he simply wouldn’t believe I'd
won the car until he saw it with his own
eyes.

down

down-and-dirty

1 American, informal  down-and-dirty
behaviour is not pleasant or honest = He
rana down-and-dirty political campaign.

2 Armerivan, i neel sunmellibg Wil s
down-and-lirty is shocking, often because
it is connected with sex « He likes his
JSilms down-and-dirty.

down the drain British, American &
Australian, informal

down the gurgler Australion, informal
if work or woney goes down the drain, it
is wasted = Then owr funding was
withdraicn and o years' work went
down the drain. = Say he gives up his
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revining, thet's fowur thousand ponnds
down the gurgler

down the tollet British, American &
Australian, Informal o

down the pan British, informal .
if something goes down the toilet, it is
wasted or spolled « After the drug
scandal, his career went down the tollet.
o If the factory closes, that'll be a million
pounds’ worth of investment doun the

pan.

Down Under (rn/ormal
Australia and New Zealand, or in or to
Australia and New Zealand « The British
rughy team are geoing on a tour Down
DUneler later this year ¢ [ think she's from
down under judging by her accent.

a down and out British & Australlan

a down-and-outer American
someone who has no home, no job and no
money ¢ I just assumed he was a down
and oul, begging on the streetcorner. » She
was ohe of the many docn-and-outers
waiting for the soup kitchen Lo operi.
down-and-out * (always before noun)
His next film was ebout twy doton-and-out
drifters who met in Neto York,

down-at-heel

down-at-heel British, American &
Australian

down-at-the-heel A merican
badly dressed or in a bad condition
because of a lack of money « When I first
mef her she was down-at-heel but still
respectable. » The play was set in a down-
at-fecel hotel in post-wear Germmany.

downer

have a downer on sb Sritisn &
Australian, informal
to not like someone « I didn't realise she
Jeit Like that about Julian, She's got a real
dotener on him.

downhill

go downhill
to gradually become worse ® The area has
started to go downhill economically in the
last ten years. » We staried Lo argue soon
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after we got married, and things went
downhill from there.

down-home

down-homae American

down-home things are simple and typical
of life in the countryside = (always before
noun) ft's a diner with down-home
American cooking where you can take all
the famdily. » He's a folksy, down-home sort
of guy.

down-to-earth

dozen

by the dozen

if something s being produced by the
dozen, large numbers of that thing are
being produced o The government is
producing new policies by the dozen.

nineteen/ten to the dozen British &
Australian, informal

if someone is talking nineteen to the
dozen, they are talking very fast, without
stopping * Gaby was chatting away
nineteen to the dozen behind me and I
couldn’l concentrate.

drag

drag your feetheels

to deal with something slowly because
you do not really want to do it = (often +
on} He was asked why the government
had dragged its feet on the question of a
single European currency. = (often + over)
Wedon't want to look as if we'redragging
owr heels over promoting women o senior
positions.

dragon

chase the dragon

to take heroln (= a powerful drug which
is taken 1liegally for pleasure) by
smoking it » The drug can be smoked,
which is known as chasing thedragon.

drain

laugh like a drain British & Australian
to laugh very loudly » I told her what had
happened and she laughed like a drain.

draw

be quick on the draw
to be fast at understanding or reacting to
a situation = He was guick on the draw
answering the reporter’s guestions.
orrosiTE be siow on the draw mainiy
American » You're a bit siow on the draw
aren’t you? Can't you see the joke?

drawing

a drawing card American & Australian
a famous person who attracts a lot of
people to a public event « Babe Ruth was
the outstanding player of his time — the
real drawing card for Yankee Stadium.

back to the drawing board
if you go back to the drawing board, you
have to start planning a piece of work
again because the previous plan failed
¢ I the education reform is too expensive
o implement, ft's back to the drawing
board for the comumitiec. * Our proposal
might not be cocepted, in which case we'll
have to go back to the drawing board,

dreaded

the dreaded lurgy British & Australion,
hurnorous
an illness that is not serious but passes
easlly from person to person » My throat
is sore and my head huris. I think I've
caught the dreaded hurgy

dream

Dream onl humorous /.
something that you say to someone who
has just told you about something they
are hoping for, in order to show that you
do not believe it will happen = Tve a
Jeeling I'll win something on the lottery
this week.” 'Dream on?!”

a dream ticket
two politicians who have jolned together
to try to win an election and who are
likely to succeed because together they
have the support of many different



dreams

groups of people ¢ Clinton and Gore
pransformed themselves into a dream
ticket in the last American election.

bellive In a dream world
to have ideas or hopes which are not
practical and are not likely to be
sueccessful o (usually in continuous
tenses) [f she thinks he's suddenly going
{0 turn into the perfoct boyfriend, she's
living in a drearn world.

like a dream
if something or someone does something
like a dream, they do it very well
* Everything had happened as it was
meant 0. Oscar’s plan had worked like a
dream. » Qur new car goes Hke a dream.

In your dreams! humorous
something that you say to someone who
has just told you about something they
are hoping for, In order to show that you
do not believe it will happen « Dave, buy
you a car? In your dreams!

the man/woman/sth of vour dreams
the person or thing that you would like
more than any other » I'm not sure I'l
ever meet the man of my dreams, or Iif he
even exists. » Al last, we'd found it, the
house of our dreams.

dressed

be all dressed up and'with nowhere to
go
to be dressed and ready to go somewhere
nice, but not have anywhere to go » Rob
rang up and said ke hod to work late, s0
there I was, all dressed up with nowhere to
F{e

be dressed to kill
to be wearing clothes which are intended
to make people sexually attracted to vou
» Rosie emerged from the house, dressed to
kill and clutching a bottle of champagne.
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be dressed up to the nines irfformal
to be wearing very fashionable or formal
clothes for a speclal occaslon » They miust
have been on their way to a wedding or
something. They were dressed up to the
nieres.

dribs

in dribs and drabs
in small amounts or a few at a time « Be
could only afford to pay the builder in
dribs and drabs. » The hostages have been
released indribs and drabs.

drift

get sh'sithe drift {nformal

catch sb'sithe drift informal
to understand what someone is saying
= Can you explain that again? I don't quite
get your drift. » I didn't understand
evervihing he was saving but I think T
caught the drift.
if you catch/get my drift iniformal
if you catchiget the drift informol
something that you say to sugpest that
you have left our information or your
opinion from what you have just told
someone » She altvays has 1o be the centre
of attention, if you catch my drift.

drink

drive sb to drink humorous
to make someone extremely anxious and
unhappy « I Just couldn't Huve with

someone like Malcoim, It would drive me
todrink.

drop
drop a bombshell British, American &
Australian N

drop a bomb Americin ©
to suddenly tell someone a plece of news
that upsets them very much « My sisfer
dropped a bombshell by announcing she
was leaving her job » Her husband
dropped a bomb over dinner. 'I'm seeing
another woman, ' he sald.

drop everything
if you drop everything, you suddenly
stop what you are doing in order to do
something else instead = [ can't just
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drop everything and go into town with
yau_ Fhove to finish this letter

a drop in the ocean atlsh, Amertcan &
Australian w

a drop in the bucket American -~
a very small amount in comparison to the
amount that is needed » A hundred
thousand may seem a lot but it's a drop in
the ocean compared to the millions that
need to be spent,

at the drop of a hat
if vou do something at the drop of a hat,
you do it suddenly and easily, often
without anv preparatior = I can’t go
rushing off 1o Florida at the drop of a hat.
* We now have a situation where latws may
be changed at the drop of a hat.

fit/'ready to drop fj\
extremely tired = I'd just walked I0 miles
and I was ready todrop.

drop-dead

drop-dead informal
a drop-dead person or picoe of clothing is
very beautiful = (always before noun) Her
exguisite figure was shown of) to the full
in a drop-dead black dress. » He turned up
fo the concert with a drop-dead gorgecus
woman on kis arm.

dropping

be dropping like flies
if people are dropping like flies, large
numbers of them are dying or becoming
ill or injured within a short period of
time = The hear was cvarwhelnung and
people were dropping like fies.

drowned

look like a drowned rat
to be very wet, especially because you
have been in heavy rain « I khad fo gele
home in the roin ond came in looking like
a drowned ras.

drum

bang/beat the drum
to speak eagerly about something that
you suppart = {often + for)nce agoin she
was banging the drum jfor preschool
nurserigs. » The opposition parties are
always beating the environmenal drum.

ducks

drunk

a3 drunk as a lord/shunk
very drunk « He rolled ovut of the club into
a taxi, drunk asa lord. « We'd get drunk as
a skunk at lunch and sleep all afternoon.

beasdryasabone
to be extremely dry = I don't think he's
been watering these plants - the soil's as
dryasa bone.

bleed sb dry
to take someone's money until most or all
of it has gone » Repayments on the new
Jurniture were bleeding medry.

There wasn't a dry eye in the house.
something that you say which means that
all the people in a particular place were
vory sad about what they had seen or
heard and many of them were crying
» She began Lo talk about her son who had
died and by the end of her speech there
wasn't a dry eye in the house.

duck

be duck soup American, informal
to be very easy to do « Winning your case
in court ought to be duck soup.

take to sth like o duck to water
to learn how to do something very
guickly and to enjoy doing it « Sue Just
took to motherhood like a duck to water,

* He’s taken o his new school like a duck
to water

ducking

ducking and diving informal
if you spend yowr time ducking and
diving, you are Involved in many
different activities. cspecially ones
which are not honest = “VWhat do you do
Jor a living?’ "This and that, ducking and
diving.’

ducks

get your ducks in a row American,
informal
to organize things well » The government
talks ahout tax changes but they won't fix
a date or an amount — they just can't get
their ducksina row.
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give sb thelr due

give the devil his due
something that you say when yvou want to
describe someone's good qualities after
they have done something wrong or after
yvou have criticized them « She might be
Dad at writing letters but I'll give her her
due, she always phones me at the end of
the month. » Geoff usually forgets my
birthday. but give the devil his due. he
always buys me a lovely Christmas
present.

In due course slightly formal
if you say that something will happen in
due course, you mean that 1t will happen
at a suitable time in the future » You will
recelve notification of the results In due
course.

dues

Pay your dues
to work hard or do something unpleasant
over & long period in arder to achieve
something = I've looked afier four kids for
sixieen years, I've paid my dues, and now I
want some time to enjoy myse{f

duff

be up the duff Brirlsh & Australian,
informal
to be pregnant » Oh, don't tell me Kylie's
up the duff again!

dull

be as dull as dishwateriditchwater
informal
to be very boring ® He loved the book but I
thought it was as dull as ditchwater:

dumps

be down in the dumps injformal
to be unhappy » Things hadn't been going
so well for her at work and she was feeling
a bit down in the dumps.

dust

the dust settles
if the dust settles after an argument, g
prohlem, or an event which has caused a
lot of changes, the situation becomes
calmer » We decided to et the dust settle
before trying to deal with any other

probiems. = You'd better wait until the
dust settles before you mention anything
eise. >

bite thedust

1 informal tofall or to stop existing = Three
hundred more people lost their jobs in the
same region when enother firm bir the
dust. » She can't make it on Saturday? Oh,
well, another good idea bites the dust!

2 humorous to die = Twe Hollywood stars of
the thirties have recently bitten the dust.

gather dust
to not be usad for a long time = (often in
continuous tenses) I rhese books are
going to sit around gathering dust in the
garage you might as well give them 0
Frank,

not see sb for dust British & Australian,
Informal
if you say that yon won'r see someone for
dust, you mean that they will leave a
place very quickly, usually in order to
avold somoething « If you tell her that
Jim's coming, you won't see her for dust!

dutch

Dutch courage humorous
the confidence that you get by drinking
alcohol before you do something that vou
are frightened of doing » He had another
drink to give him Dutch courage for what
he might find at home.

a Dutch treat
an occasion when two or more people
agree to share the cost of something,
especially a meal o She and Callahan
aften met for lunch. It was always a Dutch
treat.

go Dutch
to share the cost of something, especially
a meal « "Will you let me take you owut
tonlght?’ As long as we go Dutch.”

du‘l‘y

be duty bound to do sth
if vou are duty bound to do something,
you have to do # becanee # is vour duty
o The government Is duty bound fo
compensale those who lost money ¢ I've
been given a certain amount of training
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50 1 feel duty bound Lo stay in the job for at
least a year:

dyed-in-the-wool
dyed-in-the-wool

do (double) duty as/for sth American &

Australian

to also have another purpose « They make
an elecironic identity card thot will do
duty for a credit card and pocket
calcwlator. » She's really the secretary but
she does double duty as the receptionist
during Katrina's lurch hour,

if yvou describe someone as dyed-in-the
wool, vou mean they have very strong
opinions and will not change » {(always
before noun) Hes a dyed-in-the-wool
traditionalist where cooking is concerned
- he won't haveany modern gadgets in the
Kitchen.
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can do sth on tholr ear Australian,

each

each to lus/her own

to ¢ach his/her own
something that you say which means that
it is acceptable for people to like or
belleve In different things e £ find it hard
to belleve that anyone enjovs gardening
Ah well, ench to his own.

eager

an eager beaver
someone who works very hard end is
very eager to do things £5 A beaver is a
small animal which people traditionally
believe to be hard-working. = Who's the
eager beaver who came in at the weekend
to finish this work of)?

eagle

watch sb/sth with an eagle eye

watch sb/sth with eagle eyes
to watch someone or something very
closely and carefully £ An eagle is 2
large bird which can see very well, » The
teacher was watching the children with an
eagle eve, making sure they behaved
themselves.
an eagle eye « if somcone has an eagle
eve, they are good at noticing small
details because they watch things very
carefully = Nothing escapes his eagle eve.
eagle-eyed « This ariicle s Jull of
printer's errors, which an eogleeyved
proofreader would have spotted.

ear

be out on your ear lnformai
to be forced to leave your job because you
have done stancthing wrong, or because
vour work is not good enough = You'tl be
oul on your ear if you don't start doing
sume work arotund heve

Informal
if someonc can do something on thelr
ear, they can do it very easily » Ask Jane
fo make It, she can bake a soufflé on her
ear.

grin/smile from ear to ear

to look extremely happy = (usually In
continuous tenses) We've had a fantastic

response, " he said, grinning from ear to

Ear is used in the following phrases
connected with listening and talking

to people.

bend sb's ear informal

to talk to somoone for a long time, usually
ahout something boring » (often + about)
Don't et her bend your ear about hiow
obertworked she is.

have sb's par

if someone has the ear of an important
and powerful person, that person is
willing to listen to their ideas « He's a
poteerful industrialist who has the
President’sear

have an ear for sih

if someone has an ear for music, pocoy.
or languages, they are good at hearing,
repeating, or understanding these
sounds » (often negative) She'’s never had
much of an ear for longuages.

keep an/your ear to the ground

to watch and listen carefully to what Is
happening around you so that you know
abowt everylhing £ American Indians
used to put their ear against the ground
to help them discover where animals or
other people wore, = I'll keep an ear to the
ground and tell you i I hear of any
Lvacancies.

lend an ear

to listen carefully and in a friendly way to
someone, especlally someone who is
telling you ebout a problem  [f you have
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any problems, go to Claire. She'll always
lend a sympathetic ear:

earful

give sb an earful informal
to tell someone how angry you are with
them * You can just imagine the earful he
gave her when they got horne.

early

an early bath British & Australian,
wformal
if you take an early bath, you are forced
to stop doing an activity sooner than you
intended to £> This phrase 15 ofton used
about sports such as football. = The
spokesman took an early bath after a
series of embarrassing and incwrrect
statements. » And thot's his second yellow
card so i looks like an early bath for
Taylor.

an early bird  _*
someone Who gets up early in the
morning = Ellen's the early bird in this
house, not me.

The early bird catdhes the worm.
something that vou say in order to tell
someone that if they want to be
successfml they should do something
immediately » [ you see o job that
Interests you. apply as soon as possible.

The earty bird caiches the worm.

ears

(sb's) ears are flapping informal
something that you say when you think
that someone is listening 1o your private
conversation « I can’t talk now. Ears are
fapping.

your ears must be burning
somcthing that you say to someone who
is being talked about = All that talk about
William - his ears must have been
burning.
Were vour ears burning? * Wore your
ears burning? We were just talking about
You.

earth

about/around sb's ears

if something falls, or is brought about
someone’s ears, it suddenly falls
completely and destroys someone's
hopes and plans ¢ His business folded and
collapsed about his ears. = Ier entire
world seemed to have come crashing
around her ears when hedied.

be all ears informal ™
to be very eager to hear what someone is
going to say » Do you wani to hear what
happened at the party last night?* “Oh yes,
I'mallears’

box sb's ears old-foshioned
to hit someone, usually as a punishment
e I'tl box your ears, young man, if you
come home lateagain!

can’t belleve vour ears
if you can't belleve your ears, vou are
very surprised st something that
someone tells you = (usually in past
tenses) She couldn’t believe her ears when
they told her Jim had been arrested.

have nothing between the/your ears
informal
to be stupld = He's very good-lovking but
has absolutely nothing between the ears,
I'm afraid.

pin back your ears British
to listen carefully o something » (often
an order) Pin back youwrears - she could be
aboul to say something important.

prick vour ears up informal
to start to listen carefully to what
someone is saving, often because you
think you may find out something
Interesting £> Many snimals prick up
(= raise) their ears when they hear
something. » Eve pricked her ears up
when ske heord her name being
mentioned,

earth

an earth mother
a woman who has children and whohasa
natural ability as a mother « Ay older
sister's a real earth mother. She has four
kids and she's completely happy to stay at
home all daywith therr.



earth-shattering

the earth moved humorous
something that you say to describe how
good a sexual experience was « ‘How was
it for you?' ‘Ooh, the earth moved?’. = Did
the earth move for you?

come (back) down to earth (with a
bang/bump/jolt)
to have to start dealing with the
unpleasant or boring things that happen
every day after a perlod of excitement
and enjoyment = We came down 1o earth
with a bump when we got back from our
holidays to find we had a burst pipe.
bring cb (back) down to earth « [ had a
huge pile of work waiting for me on my
desk so that brought me back down o
earth.

go to earth British & Australian
to go away somewhere where people will
not be able to find you = I'll go to earth in
my uncle’s hollday cottage wntil all the
pubitcity has died down.

run sb to earth British & Australian
to find someone after scarching for them
s The film star was run lo earth by

reporters in an exclusive golf complex.
earth-shattering

[hardlyiscarcely etc.] earth-shattering
not very surprising or shocking = We
were all expecting the announcement. It
wasn't exacely earth-shaitering news.

easier

easy

easy come, easy go informal

something that vou say in order to
describe someone who thinks that
evervthing is easy to achieve, especially
earning money, and who therefore does
not worry about anything  Les could
ceriaginly spend money. Easy coite, easy go
i# was with him.
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Easy does It! informal
something that you say in order to tell
someone to do something carefully
» ‘Easy does it!" Bob shouled, as I steered
the boal inlo the dock.

€asy money >"f\
money that you earn with very little
work or effort « It must be easy money
writing for one of those magazines.

be as easy as abc
to be very easy  You won't kave any
probiems assembling yvour new bed — it's
aseasy asabe.

be as easy as falling off a log British,
American & Australian

be as easy as rolling off a log Amerlcan
to be very easy » She said wriling stories
wwas as easy os falling off a log for her.

be as easy as pie
to be very easy » Oh, come on! Even a child
cotld do that, i1's as easy as ple.

be easy meat British & Australian,
informal

be an easy mark American
someone or something that IS casy meat
is easy to best, criticize, or trick » United
were easy meat in the semifinal on
Wednesday, » The elderly living alone are
an easy mark for con-men.
make easy meat of sth/sb Brinish &
Australlan, informat « Our team made
easy meat of them In the final.

be easy on the ear
if music is easy on the ear. It has a
pleasant and relaxing sound « When I'm
driving, I like to listen to music thal’s easy
on the ear and not too demanding

be easy ontheeye
to have an ettractive appearance = I¢'s nod
a painting wkich is easy on the eye, but it
aftracts your altention for other reasons.

go easy informal
1o not take or use too much of something
« (often + on) Avoid fried foods and go
easy on the snacks. » Go easy! There's not
much left!

go easy on sb informal
o treat someonc in a gentle way and not
punish them severely if they have done
something wrong * They'll probably go
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easy on him since he hasn't been in trouble
hefore

It's easy to be wise after the event.
British, American & Australicn

It's easy to be smart after the fact.
American
something that you say which means that
it is easy to understand what you could
have done to prevent soniething bad from
happening after it has happened  In
retrospect I suppose we should have
réalised that she was In trouble and tried
fo help her but then I suppose it's easy fo b
wise qfter the event, » People often tell me
they'd never have taken out a loan if
they'd thought about it more carefully -
but it’s easy to be smart after the fact,

take it easy
to relax and not use up too much energy
» You'd better take it easy for a while - you
don’t want to gel i again.

Take it easy!
something that you say in order to tell
someone to be calm and not to get too
angrey or exclted = Take it easy! I didn’t
mean any qffence.

eat

eat humble pie Eritish, American &
Australian

eat crow American
to be forced to admit that you are wrong
and to say you are sorry * The producers
of the advert had to eat humble pie and
apologize for misrepresenting the facts.

eating

what's eating sb7 informal
something thar vou ask when someone s
angry and you want to know why « He
suddenly noticed I wasn't joining m the
conversation. Whai's eating you tonlght?
heasked.

ebb

the ebb and flow
the way In which the level of something
frequently becomes higher or lower in a
situation « (oflen + of) The government
did nothing aboul the recession, hoping it
was just part of the ebb and flow of the
economy.

echo

cheer 51 to the echo British, oid-
Sashioned
to shout and clap a let in order to support
someone » The team caplain was cheered
fo the echo when he was presented with the
cup.

eclipse

be In eclipse lilcrary
if something is in eclipse, it is less
successful than it was before » His career
was in eclipse until he made a comeback in
this surprise hitfum.

economical

be economical with the truth humorous -
toc not be completely honest about
samething » He was economical with the
truth - he gave her a censored account of
what was discussed,

edge

be on edge
to be nervous or worried about
something » The players were all a Hitle
on edge before the big game.
put sb on edge » Knowing that Imight be
called on to answer a guestion at any point
always puls me on edge.

have the edge onfover sh/sth
to be slightly better than someone or
something else » He's got the edge over
other teachers because he's 50 much more
experfenced » The new Renaull has the
edge on other similar models - it's larger
and cheaper

keep b on the edge of thelr seat Britsh,
American & Australian

keop sb on the edge of their chalr
American
if & story keeps yolu on the edge of your
segt. it is very exciting and you want to
know what is going to happen next » You
must rent this video. It keeps you on the
edge of your seat right up to the end.

live on the edge X
to have a type of life in which you are
often involved In exclting or dangerous
activities » If you were always lving on



edges 114

the edge ke that I'm sure you wouldn't
lee past the age of sixty.

lose your edge
to lose the qualities or skills that made
you successful in the past « She's stilf
competing, bul she’s twao years older now
and she’s lost her edge.

push/drive cb over the edge informal
if an unpleasant event pushes somcono
over the cdee, it makes them start to
behave in a crazy way « She had been
driven over the edge by the separation
Jrom her husband.

fray around/at the edges

to start to become less effective o
suecossiul . This  songuwriting

parinership begon o fray al the edges
after both partners gol married.

educated

an educated guess
aguess that Islikely to be correet because
you have enough knowledge about &
particular subject » Scientists can do no
more than make educated glesses about
future climate changes.

effing

effing and blinding British & Australian,
informal
swoearlng angrily £S5 Effing  here
represents the letter 'F as & way of
avoiding sayving ‘fuck’ or ‘fucking.
Blinding comes fromn an old-fashioned
phrase 'Blind me?. » I could hear Bill
effing and blinding as he tried to repair
the washing machine.

egg

can’t boil an egg humorous
if sopcone can't boil an egg, they are not
able ro cook £5 This phrase comes from
the idea that boiling an egg is & very easy

thing to do. = Don't cxprcd a dinnor
invitation from Lawra - she can’t boil an
egs 3
have egg an your face informal .)\
to seem stupld because of something vou
have done = You'Il be the one who has egg
on your foce if i goes wrong.
lay an egqg American. informal
to fail to make people enjoy or be
interested in something » Owr firse fue
sketches got big laughs, bul the next i
laid anegg.

eggs

put all vour eggs in one basket _,.}f/
to risk losing evervthing by putting all
vour efforts or all your money Into one
plan or one course of action » If you're
geing to invest the money, my advice
would be don't puz all your eggs in one
basket.

eggshells

be walking/treading on eggshells

if you are walking on eggshells, you are
trying very hard not to opset someone
£5 An egeshell is the hard outside
covering of an egg which hreaks very
easily, = Xl was like walking on eggshells
with my father The smallest thing would
make himangry.

ego .

anegotrip
something that you do in order 10 make
yourself feel important « Running the
university Film Sociely isa big ego trip for
her

eight

be behind the eight ball Anerican &
Australian, informal
to be in a difficul situation and unabic to
make progress £ In a game of pool (=2
game in which you hit numbered balls
into holes around a table), If you arc
behind the black, number eight ball you
are in a difficult position to take your
next turn. = The police are very much
behind the elght ball - they've hod no
maore leqds on these burglaries.
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elbow

elbow grease Huniorons
hard work, cspeclally when you are
cleaning something = With defermination

and elbow: grease we soon trangformed the
Jitthy kittchen.

elbow room

1 space which allows vou to move around
= There's no ¢lbow room at all in this
Kitchen.

2 the freedom to do what you want to do
» The President should be given as mixch
elbotw room as he needs to solve these
international problems.

atsb’s elbow
near somoone, often In order to help them
« She hovered constantly at Charles's
elbotw to make sure he had everything he
wanted,

give sb the elbow British, informal
o end 8 romantic relationship with
someone * They went out together for a
month and then she gave him the elbow.

elders

vour elders and betters old fashioned
people who are older than you and who
should be treated with respect » When we
were children, we were always taught to
respect our elders and betters.

element

be In vour element
to feel happy and relaxed because you are
doing something that you like dolng and
are good al » You should have seen her
when they asked her to sing she was in her
element.

be out of your element
to feel unhappy or stange because you
are in a situatlon that you are not
familiar with = He folt out of his element
&l such a formal occasion.

elevator

elevator music Armerican
pleasant but boring recorded music that
is plaved in public places » You can't get
awcay from elevator music in some
shopping malls.

empty

eleventh )

at the eleventh hour )<
almost o late « Negotiators reached
agreement ar the eleventh hour just in
time to avoid a strike.
eleventh-hour * (always before noun)
The accused was saved from execution by
an eleventh-hour confession from her
father,

If all else falls
if vou decide that you will do something
if all else fails, you decide that that is
what vou will do if none of your ideas or
plans succced « Well, i all else fails you'll
Just have toget a part-time job to earn a bit
of extra money

embarrassment

an embarrassment of riches formal
if yom have an embsrrassment of riches,
you have more of something than you
need and this makes it difficult for vou to
make s choice = This club kas an
embarrassment of riches, All their ptayers
are good. so who do they pick for their
side?

eminence grise

an éminence grise formal
someone who has a lot of power and
intluence but no official position
o Although he never became a minister, he
was the party's éminence grise for 15
years.

empty

empty nest syndrome
the sad feelings which parents have when
their children grow up and leave home
s The last of her children had recently
moved out end she woes syffering from
emply nest syndrome.

Empty vessals make (the) most
noise/sound.
something that you say which means that
people who talk a lot and freguently
express their opinions are often stupid
e David tolks as {f he's an expert on
everything, but empty vessels make most
noise,
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enchilada

the whole enchilada informal
the whole of something, including
cverything that is connected wich it = We
had the flowers, the speeches, the presenis -
the whole enchilada.

end

end itall informal
to kill yourself » After his wife died, he
was so depressed he decided toend it all.

End of story. informal -
something that you say when you think
that the opinion you have just expressad
about something is correct and that there
is no other possible way of thinking
ahout it » If you dan't have the money, you
don’t spend i, End of story.

an end in itself
if an activity or action is an end in itself.
it is important to you not because it will
help you to achieve something else, but
because you enjoy doing it or think that it
is Important e Education should beanend
in feself

The end justifies the means.
something that you say which means that
in order to achleve an important aim, itis
acceptable to do something bad
* Unfortunately, we'll have to cut down the
forest to make space for the golf course,

but I feel the end justifies the means.

reach the end of your tether Hrizsh,
American & Austratian

reach the end of your rope American
+ Ske finally reached the end of her tether
and told him exactly what she thought of
his behavlour:

be the end of the linafroad

to be the end of a situation or process
» After losing his title in last night’s fight,
the former heavyweight champion knows
that this is the end of the road. » {often +
for) When she found owt that Jim had
been seeing another woman, it was the end
of the line for their marriage.
reach the end of the linelroad « / think
our friendship has reached the end of the
road - you've lied to me once too often.

can‘t see beyond/past the end of your

nose

if you can't see beyond the end of your
nose, you think so much about yourself
and what affects you that you do not see
what is really important  These people
are 50 busy making money, they can't see
beyond the end of thetr nose.

gethave your end away British, very

informaf

if a man gets his end away, he has sex
e Did you gel your end away last night,
then?

hoid/keep your end up British, informal

to do what you arc expected to do « After
mey maternity leave, I made sure I kept my
end up at work. I didn't want to give my
boss an excuse to complain about working
reothers.

You'll never hear the end of it. informal

something that vou say which means that
someone will continue to talk about
something they have achieved for a long
time and in an annoving way ¢ [f she wins
you know we'll never hear theend of it.
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[days/months/weeks etc.] on end
if something happens or continues for
days, months etc. on end, it continues for
several days, months, or weeks without
stopping *« We sometimes don't see each
other for months on end, but we're stifl
good friends.

ends
go to the ends of the earth

to do cvervibing possible in order to
achieve something » (often = to do sth)
Some journalists would go to the ends of
the earth to get @ story,

play both ends against the middic
American, informal
to try to make two people or groups
compete with each other in order to get
an advantage for yourself * He's playing
both ends against the middle - telling two
prospective emplayers that the other has
offered a higher salary.

enfant terrible

an enfant terrible
a famous or successful person who likes
to shock people by behaving badly
= (keually + of) Jean FPaul Caultier; the
enfant terrtdle of French faskion, arrived
at the show wearing a mini kill,

Englishman

An Englishman's home Is his castle.
British, pld-fashioned
something that vou say which means that
British people believe they should be able
to control what happens in their own
hames, and that no one else should tell
them what to do there » An Englishman's
home is his castle. The governiment has no
right to interfere in our private lves!

enough

Enough is as good as a feast. British, old-
JSashioned
something that you say which means you
showld not have more of something than

et al,

you need e Ng, thank you, nothing more
to drink for me. Enough is as good as a
JSeast,

enough Is enough
something that you say In order to tell
someone that you think what is
happening should stop * Look, enough is
enough. He's borrowed £300alreadly.

Enough said.
something that you say in order to tell
someone that you have clearly
understood what they have just said and
do not need any more explanation « ‘His
Jather's a duke.” ‘Enough said.”

en route

en route
if you are en route to a place, you are on
your way there  (usually + to) They were
€h rote to Geneva when they heard the
news.

error

see the error of your ways
to understand that you have been
behaving badly and to decide to improve
your behaviour = It's the story of a
corrupt policeman who finally sees the
errorof his ways.

esprit de corps

esprit de corps formal
feelings of pride and loyalty that are
shared by members of a group
¢ Companies that involve their employees
in planning have the best esprit de corps.

essence

be of the essence
to be the most important thing for
achieving success = Time is of the
essence because the building must be
completed by June. e For successful
military strategy, secrecy s of the essence,

et al.

etal.
something that you say after & name or
list of names to refer to other people in
the group » This issue is discussed in more
detaul in the article by Cooper et al.
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even

even stevens PBrirish, informal

even steven American & Australlan,
informal
if two or more people are even stévens,
they have the same amount of something
or are st the same level » Give me £20 and
Loe're even stevens - I'm not worrled about
a few pence.

break even
if a person or a busincss breaks cven,
they do not make or lose any money from
their business » Afler a bad year in 1995,
the company just about broke even in 1996

get an even break American & Australian
if someone gets an cven break, they get
the same opportunlty to improve their
situation as other people  This guy has
the ralent. He just newds to get an even
break and he could be up there with the
best of them.
give sb an even break American &
Australian » Until now no one had given
her an even break to prove what she could
do.

L

get even informal \
if you get even with someone who has
done something bad to you, you do
something bad to them e Vinnies a
spiteful kind of guy. Who knows what ke
might think up to get even, = (often +
with) He swore he'd get even with Lee for
Aumiliating him.

on an even keel
calm and not likely to change suddenly
My wain priority is to keep my life onan
even keel for the sake of my two boys.

every

every man jack (of us/them) old-fashioned

every last man (of usithem) old-fashioned
every single pevson » [f you sack me the
others will walk out too, every man jack of
them, » Every last man of us is ready w
Sight for their country,

every now and again/then

every so often
sometimes » Every now and then I go to
town and spend loads of money
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cvery other
happening or existing regularly on every
second ope of the things you are counting
* Qur distussion group meets every other
Friday at eighr o'clock. = Every other shelf
on the bookcase twas full of books.

every time b turns aroundfround
informal
something that you say when vou think
something happens very often or too
oftcn = Every time I turn around she's
glving me some new rule abowt recycling
the trash.

every which way American & Austrolian,
informal
in many different directions e The
doctanents tay scattered every which way
on his desk.

everyonse

everyone and his brother American
a very large number of people = We
couttdn’t get in fo see the movle — everyone
and his brother had decided 1o go.

everything

Everything's coming up roses.
something that you say when a situation
Is successful in every way « Everything's
cormng up roses for George at the moment
— he’s been promioted at work and he's just
gotengaged.

evidence

turn king's'queen’s evidence

turn state’s evidence
if somecone who has been accused of s
crime turns king’s evidence, they give
informstion in a court of law abourt other
people involved in the crime In order tC
have their own punishment reduced
+ Skhe was given a lenient sentence in
exchangefor turning king's evidence.

evil

give sb the evil eye
to look at someone in an angry or
unpleasant way « I arrived late for the
meeting and Steve Thomson gave me the
euvtl eve.

ex cathedra

ex cathedra formal
if someone speaks ex cathedra or makes
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an ex cathedra statement, they say
soimething in an official way as if it must
be obeyed or accepted « His policy
Dronouncements made ex  cathedra
angered many of his colleagues.

exception

be the exception that proves the rule
if you say something is the exception
that proves the rule, vou mean that
although it does not support the
stateinent youn have made, the statement
is usually true » This woman is the
exceprion that proves the rule that it &5
impossible o be a warmonger and a
Seminist af the same (ime.

ex gratia

ex gratla
an ex grata payment is one which
someone makes in order to show that
they are kind and not because it is legally
necessary o (always before noun) The
company has refused lo adinit & acted
unrlawfuily but it has offered the victims
an ex gratia payment of £5,000 each.

exhibition

make an exhibition of yourself
to do something that makes vou look
stupid and stiracts other people’s
attention * I/ he kegps on drinking he's
going to end up making an exhibition of
fimnself!

expense

no expense is spared
' no expense is spared In arvanging
something, a lot of money is spent to
make it extremely good = No expense
was spared in making the guests feel
comfortabie.
no expense spared » It was only the best
Sfor his daughter’s wedding. no expense
spared.,

experience

eye

extra

go the extra mile
to make morg effort than is expected of
you » (often - for) He's @ nice guy, always
ready to go the extra mile for his friends.

extracurricular

extracurricular activity humaorous

sexual activity, especialiy when it Is
secret £5 Extracurricular activities can
also mean things that you do which
are not part of vour schoeol or college
course. o You're looking very tred these
days, Ron. Been indulging in foo much
extracurricilor activity?

eye

An eye for an eye (and a tooth for a
tooth).
something that you say which means if
someone docs sumething wrong, they
should be punished by having the same
thing done to them £5 This phrase comes
from the Bible. « [f you nuarder soneone
you deserve to die. An eye for an eye.

be in the eye of the storm
to be very much inveolved in an argument
or problem that affects a lot of people
« International aid agencles were in the
eve of the storm when war broke out in the
COLTIr Y,

cast/run volr/an eye over sth
to look at something quickly without
looking at the details  Woudd you mind
casting an eye over my essay and giving
e your comments?

catch sh's eye

1 w be norticed by someone because you are
looking at them = She lit a clgarette while
ke tried to catch the waiter’s eye.

2 to be atrractive or different enough to be
notlced by people = There were lots of
dresses o choose from, bul none of them
really caughtmy eye.



eyeball

eve-catching » There It an eve-calching
murai in the hall,

get your eye in British & Australian
to become very good at a sport or other
activity by practising it « 2'll take me a
while to get my eye in. I haven't played for
years.
keep your eye In British & Australian
= I try to play regularly to keep my eye in.

give your eye teeth for sth informal

give your eye teeth to do sth informal
if you would give your eye teeth for
something, you would very much like to
have or be that thing  I'd give my eyve
feeth for a house like that, « Mast wormen
would give their eve teeth to be tall and
thin like you.

have your eye on sth
to have seen something that you want
and that you intend to get » ['ve got iy eye
en a reclly nice softs - I just hope we can
afford ir.

have an eye for sth
to be good et noticing & particular type of
thing * She has an eye for detail » He
had an eve for the unusual and the exotic
which made him a very good shopping
companion.

have an eye forfon the main chance
British & Australian
if someone has an eye for the main
chance, they are always looking for
opportunitics to make money and to
improve their situation « She was
someone who had an eye on the main
chance and who never missed an
opportunity to exploit others,

keep ynur eye on the ball
to give your sttention to what you are
doing all the time = You have fo keep your
eve on the ball in business
orrose take vour eye off the ball = [
you 're a manager, you can't qfford o take
youreye off the ball for one minute.
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kaap an aye oot far chicth
to watch carefully for someone or
something to appcar = Keep an eye oul for
signposts for Yosemite.

look sb in the eye/ayes
to look directly at someone without fear
or shame » Look rne [n the eves and tell me
the truth. = 1 felt so embarrassed - [ just
couldn’t look him in the gye.

There is more to sth/sh than meets the
eye.
something that you say when you think
that something or someone is less simple
than they seem to be at first = Theres
move to this than meets the eye. I suspect
Tom's not telling the trith. » There must
be more to him than meets the eye, or élse
why would she be interested in hirn?

with an eye to sth
if you do something with an eve to
something else, you do it for that veason
o With an eye to the upcoming election the
President has hired a new speechiwriter
e A lot of costume drama is produced with
arn eye to American sales.

eyeball

eyeball to eyeball
iff you arc eyeball to eycball with an
enemy or someone that vou are arguing
with, you deal with them in a divect way
e Troops on the ground are likely to
rernain eyeball to eyeball for a while yet.
ayaball-to-eyehall + (always before
noun) Th: public wants 1o see an eyebali:

to-eyeball confrontation between the two
party leaders.

eyebrows i

ralse (a few) eyebrows
to shock or surprise people » Anna's
miniskirt ratsed evebrows at the board
meering. « The player’s huge iransfer fee
raised a few eyebrows in the football
world.
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raised eyebrows -« There were raised
evebrows and coughs of disapproval
when the speaker turned up drunk for the
lecture.

eyeful

get an eyeful informal
to clearly see someone or something that
is surprising « Ed got an eveful on the
beach when a woman took her top off
right in front of him. = (often an order)
Get an eyeful of this! (= Look at this) [
bet you've never seen so much money in
ane place before.

eyes

sb's eyes are bigger than their
belly/stomach Awenorous
something that you say when someonc
has taken more food than they can eat » J
can’l finish this plece of cake. I'm afraid
my eyes were bigger than my stomach as
usual.

sh's eyes are out on stalks in/ormal

sb's eyes are popping out of thelr head
Informal
if someone’s eyes are out on stalks, they
are looking at someone or something in 8
way that shows that they think that
person or thing is extremely surprising
or attractive £>In funny drawings,
people and animals are often drawn with
their eyes coming out of their head to
show that they are very surprised. » You
should have seen Pete when Bec turned up
tn her short skirt. His eves were vut on
stalks,

oll eyes are on sh/sth
if all eyes are on someone or something,
everyone is watching that person or
thing and waiting to see what will
happen * All eyes are on the Prime
Mintster to see how ke will respond to the
challenge to his leadership.

be all eyes
to watch something or somcone with a lot
of interest » We were all eves as the prince
and princess emerged from the palace,

can't take/keep volur ayes off sh/sth
if you can't take your eyes off someone
or something, ¥you are unable to stop
looking at them because they are so

eyes

attractive or interesting » [ thought he
wwas so beautiful - I couldn’t take my eyes
off him. = I couldn't kecp my eyes off her
amazing halrdo.

Close your eyes and think of England.

mainly Britisk, humaorous

if vou close your eyes and think of
England when you have sex with
someone, you do not enjoy It, but do it
because you think you should » Just close
your eyes and think of England. He'll
never nofice.

close/shut your eyes to sth

to pretend that something bad does not
exist because you do not want o deal
with it = Ske was besotted with him and
closed her eyes o his character defects.
® You can’t just shut your eyes Lo yowr
problems and hope that they'll go away.
OPPOSITE OpPen your eyes to sth » He's
flinally opened his eyes to what has been
golng on behind his back.

8b could do sth with their eyes

closed/shut

if someone could do something with
their eves shut, they can do it very easily,
usually because Lthey have done It so
many times befare o I"ve driven along this
route so often, I could do it with my eyes
shut,

ay your eyes out infovmal

to cry a lot and for a long time « I cried my
eyes out when my cat died.

feast your eyes on sth

to look at something with a lot of
pleasure o Just feast your eyes on this
Jfabulous painting.

have ayes in the back of vour head

informal
to know everything that is happening
around you » Parents of young children



eyes

have to have eves in the back of thelr
heads.

have ayes like a hawk
o someovne has eyes like a hawk, they
notice everything e The supervisor has
eves like @ hawk, so be carefil she doesn’t
carch you earlng at your desk.

hit sb (right) between the eyes informal
\f something hits someone between the
eyes, it shocks them ¢ [ remember wkhen I
read that article. It hit m2 right between
the eyes.

insh's eyes
in someone’s opinion » And although she
was probably just an ordinary-fooking
kid, in my eyes she was the most beautiful
child in the world.

keep your eyes peeled/skinned yormal
to watch very carefully for something
» (often - for) Keep your eves peeled for a
signpost.

lay/set eyes on sh/sth British, American
& Australian

clap eyes on sb/sth British & Australian
to see someone or something for the first
time o I've loved him ever since I flrst set
eyeson him. « 1 wish 1'd never clapped eyes
on that money.
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make ayeas st <b
to lock at someone in a way that shows
them that you think they are sexually
attractlve « (usually in continuous
tenses) Sally spent the whole evening
making eyes al Stephen.

only have eyesforsb
to be interested in or attracted to only
One person ¢ You ve no need (o be fealous.
Tonly haveeyes for you. -, -
open sb’s eyes to sth o
to make someone understand something
for the first time and know how difficult
or unpleasant it is ¢ Hoving children of
my own opened my eves o the hurt 1 had
calesed my parents.

with yolr eyes open

knowing sbour all the problems there
could be with something that vou want to
fin ® “You: want o get married? But you're
only 187 'I'm doing this with my eyes open,
sodon't worry abotd me." » It twas difficult
to succeed in the acting profession but 1
went into H with my eyes open.



face

th's face doesn't fit
if someone’s face doesn't fit, their
appearance or personality are not
suitable for a pardicular job or activity
« He'd alweays wanted to star in action
moties but his fuce Justdidn't fit.

sb's face is a picture
if someone’s face Is a picture, their face
shows that they are very surprised or
angry » Her face was o picture when I told
frer the netes.

a face as long as a wet week Austoelian,
informal
a very sad expression = {not used with
the) As soon as | saw her I knew It was bad
news. She had a face as long as a wet week.

be In yowr face American, informal
if someone is in your face, they criticize
you all the time » One of the managers is
altays i my face,

be in your face informai
to be shocking or annoying in a way that
is difficult to ignove = it's pop music that's
sexy, colowrful and in your face.
in-your-face * (always before noun) We
ran an inyowr-face poster campaign to
promote the magoezine,

blow up/explode in sb's face

if a plan or situation blows up in vour

face, it has a bad effect on you instead of
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face

the result you expected o The
government’s attempis at reform hate
blown up in its face, with demonstrations
taking place all over the countrsy.

come face to face with sb
to suddenly meet someone by chancee As
I was going tnito the restaurant, I came
Jace o face with my ex-husband who was
Just leaving.

come face to face with =th
to sce or experience a problem for the
first time = Ir was only after I started
waorking for the charity that I came face to
Jace with poverty:
bring sb face to face with sth » They
were brought foce to face with the fact that
their son was a drizg addict when he took
aroverdose.

disappearivanish off thea face of the
earth British. American & Australian

fall off the face of the earth American
to disappear completely « We lost contact
with Ed after he left college - he just
disappeared off the faccof the earth.

fly in the face of sth sfightly formal >
to be the opposite of what is ususl or
accepted » These recommendations fly in
the foce of previous advice on sqfe limils
Jor aicohol consumption.

Get out of my face! very informal ~
something that you ssy in order to tell
someone to stop annoying you e Just gef
outof my face and leave me alone!

laughinsb’s face
to show someone that you do not respect
them and do not think their ideas are
imporsant » He asked them to put ouf their
cigavettes but they just loughed in his face.

Iook sh in the face
1o look directly at someone without fear
or shame = [ don’t know Aot you can look
Your sister in the face gfter what you've
done,

on the face of it
something that you say when you are
describing the way a fact or situaton



seems in order to show that you think it
may really be completely different = On
the face of It, the trip seemns quite cheap,
but there could be extra expenses we don't
Anow about yet.

set your face agalnst sth/doing sth
Jormal
to be determined not to do something
e Despite flerce competition from rival
companieés, they've sel their face against
pricecuts,

show your face
if you show your face In a plaece, you go
there, even when you feel embarrassed
about something that vou have done
« (always + adv/prep) I don't know how he
dares show his face in this pub after how
he behouved the other night! = If ke ever
shows his face in this town again, I'll gét
tre police,

stuff your face very informal
to eat a lot of food = (usually in
continuous tenses) We've been sfuffing
our faces with Susannah’s delicious
chocolate cake.

take sth at face value
to accept something because of the way it
first locks or seems, without thinking
about what else it could mean £5 The
face value of a note or a coin is the
number written on it. » (often negative)
These results should not be taken at face
value - cargful analysis s required W
assess thetr full implications.

throw sth back In £b's face
to refuse to accept someone’s advice or
help in an angry or unpleasant way
* Each time I make a suggestion she just
throws it back tn my face and says I don't
understand.

tosb's face
i you say something unpleasant to
someone’s face, you say it to them
directly, without worrying whether they
will be upset or angry * Everyome refers lo
kim es Junior’ but no one would darecall
him that to his face.

what's hissher face informal
a way of talking about someone whose
name you have forgotten » Have you seen

the new Bond film with Pierce Brosnan
and what's her face, that model?

lose face
to do something which makes other
people stop respecting you = He refused to
admit he made a mistake becavese he didn't
wanf to lose face.

save face
to do something so that people will
continue to respect you * Are the
ministers involved more interested tn
saving face than tefling the truth?
face-saving » (always before noun) They
denied that the deciston to sack the
director was simply a face-saving exercise.

make (funny) faces
io make silly expressions with your face
in order to make people laugh * (usually
in continuous tenses) Karl was making
Joces at me across the library and I
couldn’t stop giggling.
fact y
a factof life
an unpleasant fact or situation which
people accept because they cannot
change it » (not used with the) She grew
up in Northern Ireland during the 1970s
when violence had become a fact of life.
factory
factory farming
a system for producing eggs, meat, and
milk guickly and cheaply by keeping
animals in small closed areas and glving
them food which makes them grow
quickly » They've launched a campaign
against the abuses of factory farming,
a factory farm = The use of antbiotics in
some factory farms has been linked to the
recent increase in food poisoning.
factory-farmed matnly British
factory farm American » Factory-farmed
chickens cominin a ol of fol because
they're kept indoars and don't get any
exercise,
on the factory floor
1 if someone works on the factory floor,
they are one of the ordinary people who
work in a factory » He spent flue years on
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the factory floor bgfore being promoted fo
supervisor

the factory floor * She's worked her way
up from the factory floor to a top job in the
uniton.

2 in the part of a factory where goods are
produced ¢ The prodlem as only
discovered when the system was tested on
the factory floor.
the factory floor » The new computer
system ensures that orders reach the
Jactory floor in less than 24 hours.

facts

fag

a fag hag very informal
an impolite way of reforring to a woman
with a lot of male friends who are
homosexual (= sexually attracted to
other men) £> 'Fag’ is an offensive word
for a homosexual man, and ‘hag’ Is an
offensive word for an old woman. = Have
you been out clubbing with Mark and Jim
again? You're turning into o real fag hag!

fag-end

the fag-end of sth Aritish & Australian,
informal
the last part of a period of time, usually
the least interesting or least exciting part
* W went away at the fag-end of summer
when all the shops and restaurants were
starting to close.

fail

without fail

1 if something happens without fail, it
always happens e Every Tuesday
gfternoon, without fail, Helga went to visit
her father

2 something that vou say i order to
emphasize that something will be done or
will happen « ‘You will meet me at the
airport, won’t you?' ‘Don't worry, I'll be
there without fail*

faint

damn sb/sth with faint praise
to praise something or someone in such a
weak way that it is obvious you do not
really admire them e She damned
Reynolds with faint praise, calling him
one of the best Imitators in the world.

faintest

faint-hearted

not be for the faint-hearted
if something is not for the faint-hearted,
it is not suitable for people who become
frightened easily » The drive along the
winding coast road is not for the faint-
hearted, particularly when it's foggy.

fair

fair and square

1 in an honest way and without any doubt
o We won the match fair and square.

2 if you hit someone fair and square on a
particular part of their body you hit
them hard exactly on that part * She hit
me fair and square on the nose.

fair dinkum Australian, informal
true or honest » I didn't believe her ai flrst
but she swore the slory was falr dinkum.
s He's a fair dinkum sort of guy — he
wouldn't lie to you.

Fair dos Brifish, informal
sonething that you say in order to tell
someone that you think something is fair
e Fuir do's, Josh., You've been on the
computer for hours - let your sister use it
Jorawhile’

fairenough
something that you say in order to show
that vou understand why someone has
said or done something » T don’t feel like
going out tonight — I've got a bit of a
headache.” ‘Falr enough " » Having health
warnings on cigarette packets is fair



enough bui I do think alcohol should
carry warnings too.

fair play

1if there is fair play in a game or
competition, people obey the rules and do
not cheat « The World Cup arganizers are
keen to promote the idea of fair play:

2 a way of treating people that is fair and
equal » Ministers are demanding fair play
and more access (o European markets for
British companies. = The committee’s
decision offended her sense of fair play.
{= she believed thelr decision was not
fair)

fair to middling [rybrmal
neither very good nor very bad « "What's
Your French like? "Oh, fair to middling.”

a fair shake American, infor mal
& way of treating someone that is fair
= They want a luteyer who will make stre
they get a fair shake in the courts.

All's fair in love and war.
something that vou say which means
behaviour that is unpleasant or not faur
is acceptable during an argument or
competition * We weren't cheating, e
were just playing ro win. Anyway, all's
Jair in love and twar

be fair game
to he pasy to eriticize, or to deserve
criticism « Members of the Royal family
areconsidered fair game by journalisis.

by fair means or foul
if you try to achicye something by falr
means or foul, vou use any method you
can to achieve it, even if it Is not honest
or fair e He was defermined fo become
senator, by firir means or foul.

Fair's fair. informal
somcthing that you say in order to tell
someone that a particular type of
behaviour is fair « Fair's faiy, Chris. You
chose where Lo eatl fast time S0 i4's my turn
thistime

the fairfalrer sex old-fushioned
women £>Some women think this
phrase is offensive. = My father hoted the
idea of me joining the army. He alivays
said it wosn't a suitable vecupation for the
Jairsex.

give sb a fair crack of the whip British &
Australian, informal
W0 give someone an opportunity to do
something = Wil you make sure all the
speakers are given a fair crack of the whip
in the debate?
gethave a fair crack of the whip
» We'll take turns to host the conference.
That way we'll all get a fatr crack of the
whip.

have had more than vour fair share of
sm X
to have had more of something
unpleasant than other people when you
do not deserve it » Jane's had more than
her fair share of bod luck recently, what
with losing her fob and getring divorced.

It's a fair cop. British & Austrafian, very
informal
something that you say in order to admit
that someone has caught you doing
something wrong = t'’s o fair cop. I was
driving way too fast.

with vour own fair hands humorous
if you do something with vour own Rir
hands, vou do it voursellf without any
help » 'Did you buy this cake? "No, I made
it with my vwn fair hands.”

fairer

'You can‘t say fairer than that. Brilish &
Australian, informal
something that you say in order to tell
someone that an offer vou have made is
fair and that you think ey should
accept it » I'll wash the dishes If you cook
dinner. You can’t say fatrer than that, can
your

fair-weather

a fair-weather friend
someone who is only vour friend when
you arc happy and successful » I had ¢ lot
of money and I knew a lot of people, but

mostof them turned out to be fair-weather
Sriends.

fairy
a fairy godmother
someone who helps you solve your

probleme, usually by giving you money
£5In  children’s stories, a fairy
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godmother Is a woaman with magic
powers who helps someone who is in
trouble. ¢ A local company acted as foiry
godmother to the thealre by giving a £l
million donation.

fait accompli

a fait accompll
a decision or action which has slready
been made or done and which cannot be
changed » The sudden change in policy
was presented to the party os a fail
accompli, without any consiitation.

faith

in good faith
if vou act in good faith, vou believe that
what you are doing 1s right and legal
» His deferice toas that he had acted in good
Satth. He did not know when he bought the
car that i had been stolen.
orposiTe in bad faith if vou do something
in bad faith, you know that it ic not
honest or legal = The cour? rided thot the
selfers had acted in bad fetth,

Faith is used in the following phruses
connected with support for an idea or

PETSON.

break faith with sthosb formal
to stop supporting an ldea or person,
especially by not doing what you
promised ta do e She claims that the
governenent hes broken faith  with
teachers by failing to give additional!
Junds to education.

keep faith with sth/sh formal
to continue tO SURPOrT 40 ideg or person,
especially by doing what vou promised to
do = Has the company kept jaith with it
promiseto incest in training?

tall

fall over yoursclf 1o dosth Brifish,
Amerfean & Australtan

fall all over yourself ta dosth American
to be very eager to do something
» (usually in continucus tenses) They
were falling over themselves to be helpful.

a fall guy mainly American, informel
someone who is blamed for another
person’s mistake or crime ¢ 7The book
claims Lee Harvey Oswald didn't kill

false

President Kennedy - he was just the fall
Ly

be heading/riding for a fall

be headed for a fall
to be behaving in a way that is likely tc
cause problems for vou e Greg'sriding for
a full — he pets to work late end spends
hours talking to his friends on the phone.

take the fall for sb/sth maindy American,
informal
to accept the blame for something bad or
not legal that another person has done
« Bob'll take the fall for the director - he'd
do anything to save his boss.

fallen

Fallen s used in the following phrases
connected with someone who has lost
the good opinion that poople had about
them.

a fallen angel
a company or sports team that was
successful in the past but is not
successful now o (usually plural) Derdy
County were this season’s fallen angeis,
being sent into the Second Division after
losing all thelr matches.

a fallen Idol
a person who was admired in the past but
who iz not admired any more = Highiy
respected during his lifetime, he Became a
Sfallen idol after his death when his
research tras found to be full of errors.

a fallen woman old-fashioned
a woman who is not respected any more
because she had sex without being
marricd « Many fallen wormen were forced
fo work as prostitutes, some were shd
ateay in asylums.

false

a false alarm
a situation when you think that
something bad or dangerous is going to
happen but you discover vou wWere Wrolg
» Someone called to say there was ¢ bomd
inside the butlding, but it turned out Lo be
o false alorm.

a false dawn
something which seems to show that a
successful period is beginning or that a



situation is improving when it is not
£3= False dawn 1s the light which appears
in the sky just before the sun rises in the
morning. s His victory in the French Open
proved 1o be a false dawn after he failed to
win gnother title for the next flve years.

a false economy

something that you think will save you
money but which means you will have to
spend a lot more money later = She told
me that buying a cheap washing machine
wes a false economy because it was more
likely to break down.

a false start

a falled attempt to begin an activity or

event £ In a race, a false start is when

one person starts before the signal has

been given. = After a false start when he

left his first job gfter only a week, he was
offered some modelling work.

sail under false colours British &
Australinn

sail under false colors Amcricon &
Australian

to pretend to be something that you are
not in order to deceive people £31If a
ship sails under false colours, it uses the
flag of another counfry in order to
deceive peoplce. » Lewds was sailing under
felse colotrs — he never told her he wisa
Joturnalist.

under false pretences

if you do something under falce
pretences, you do it when you have lied
about who you are or what you are doing
« The police charged him with oblaining
money under fulse pretences.

familiar

have a familiar ring (to it)

if something has a famlliar ring, you
believe that you have heard it before s [
thought that name had a fomidiar ring, [
wend to school with that girl.

familiarity

Familiarity breeds contempt.
something that you say which means if
wou know someone very well or
experience something a lot, you stop
respecting them = You lwo are going to
Jind it difficule living and working
together. Familiarity breeds cottempt, you
Knoto,

family

a family man
a man who likes to spend & lot of time
with his wife and children » He uws
known as a devoted family man who was
closely involved incommunity life.

in the family way old-fashloned
pregnant » Have you heard that Jean's in
the family way?

run in the family
il a particular gquality or ability runs In
the family, a lot of people in that family
have it * Athletic ability runs in the
family: his fether played basketball in
college and his mother was a high school
athlete,

famous

Famous last words. morous
something that vou say in order to
emphasize that what someone said is

wrong or is very likely to be wrong
= James assured me It wos altvays sunny
in Italy in June. Famous last words. Ii

rained every day of our trip.

fancy

takeltickle sb’s fancy informal
if something takes someone's fancy, they
suddoenly think it scems Interesting
» She's got enotigh money to buy whalever
takes her fancy.

fancy-pants

fancy-pants American & Australian,
informal
trving to seem too attractive or too clever
in a way that is false » (always before
roun) We liked the restaurant’s food but
not the fancy-pants decor. » I don’t know
what she sees in thal fancy-pants college
professor of hers.



far

far be it from me to do sth
something that you say when you are
giving advice or eriticizing someone and
you want to seem polite » Far be it from
me to tell you what to do, but don’t you
think you should apologze?

Farfromit.
something that you say in order to tell
someone that something is not true » 7
thought Jeff spoke fluent French.' ‘Far
SJrom it - all he can say Is “boriJowur"!"

be a far cry from sth
to be vory different from something ¢ His
nretw luxury mansion s a far cry from the
one-bedroom cottage he lived in as a child.

be far and away the .
[bost/greatest/worst ete.]
to be much better or much worse or t©
have much more of a particular quality
than anyone or anything else » He's far
and away the best tennis player I've ever

Seen.

fashion

a fashlon vietim hiurmorows
an bupolite way of referring to someone
who buys too many fashionable dothes
* She's a complete fashion victim! Why else
would she pay £100 for a pair of jeans?

after a fashion

1 if you do something after a fashion, you
manage to do it although not very weil = 7
can paint after a fashion, but I'm certainly
notas good as you.

2 almost, but not completely » A vegetarian
diet is much healthier:' "That's true after a
JSashion, although I don't believe all meat

fast

fast and furious
if an activity is fast and furious, it isdone
quickly and with a lot of energy » The

129

fat

Jirst half of the game was fost and furious
with both tearns scoring three goals each.

a fast talker American & Australian, .
informal n
someone who can talk in a clever way in
order to persuade people to do or belleve
samething, often something that is not
honest or not true » Don't trust him Sal,
he’s a fast talker who's always out for his
own good.

afasttrack
a very quick way of achieving something
or dealing with something » (often + to)
Management training offers a fast track to
the top of the company. « The government
has announced that the reforms will be
put on the fast track. (= dealt with very
fquickly)
fast-track = (always before noun) We are
Introducing a fusitrack procedure for
dealing with applications,

play fast and loose with sth/sb
to treat something or someone without
cnough care » Like many fllm-makers, he
plays fust and loose with the facts to tell
his own version of the story.

pull a fast one Iyormal =
o suceessfully deceive someane » (often
+ on) I paid him for six bottles of
champagne, but he pulled a fast one on me
and gave me six botiles of cheap wine.

fat

Fat chancel informal
something that you say which means
something is not very likely to happen
o 'D'you think your Dad'll drive us to the
disco?’ Fal chance?

afatcat informal
an impolite way of referring to someone
who is very rich and powerful » He's just
another fat cat - a corporate tycoon from
Boston.
fat-cat informal » (always before noun)
There's a lot of resentment against fat-cat
lawyers who've made huge amounis from
thecase.

a fat lot of goodiuse {rformal
not helpful or useful » She can’t lift
anything heavy. so she's a fat lot of use!
e I'm going to tell him exactly what I



think qf him.” A fat lot of good that'll do
yous

the fat is in the fire cid-fashioned
something that you say which mecans
there will soon be problems because of
something that has happened « Susie
knows you ‘ve been seeing her boyfriend, so
the fat's in the fire.

It's not aver until the fat lady sings.
informal
something that you say when someone 1s
losing a game or competition but you
think there is still a chance they might
win » Tony’s only fivo games behind. And
as they say, {i's not over unttl the fot lady
sings.

live off the fat of the land >(
to have enough money to live in & very
comfortable way without having to do
wuch work * Times have changed for the
upper classes, many of whom are no
longer able to live off thefat of the land.

fate

be a fate worse than death humorous
to be the worst thing that can happen to
you ¢ When you re 16, an evening at hame
with your parents is a fate worse than
death,

seal sb's fate
if an event seals someone's fate, they are
certain to fail ur to have an unplessant
experience in the future = His father’s
Hlness sealed his fate - Sam gave up his
hopes of « college education and stayed
home to run the family business.

fatted

kill the fatted calf
to celebrate in order to welcome a friend
ar relative that you have not seen for a
long time £> This phrase comes from a
story in the Bible when a father killed a
young cow In order to celebrate the
return of his son who he thought was
dead. » Annie's coming home, let's kill the
Satted calf?

fault

to a fault
if someone is genercus or has another

good quality to a fault, they are very

generous or have more of that good
quality than other people » Nigel was
generous to a jfawlt, taking me oul to
dinner and buying me flowers and
chocoiates.

faux pas

a faux pas
an embarrassing mistake made in public
* | realized I'd made a real faux pas by
eating my soup with my dessert Spoon.

favour

Do me a favourl British & Australian,
informal <

something that vou say in order to tell
someane that what they have just said is
stupid =« “Why don't you po out with
Brien® *Ch, do me a favour! He's almost

560, and he still ves with his mother!

In the fllowing phrases, favor is
the American spelling of favour.
Australians use both spellings.

curry favour
to ry to make someone like you or
support you by doing things to please
them » (usually + with) The government
has promised lower taxes in an atiempt to
curry favour with the voters.

do yoursclf a favour
somcthing that you sdy when you are
advising someone to do something which
will have a good effect or will give thom
an advantage * (often + and + do sth)
You're looking really tired. Why don't you
do yourself a favour and take  break?

do me/us a favour informal
if vou tell someone to do you a favour, you
are telling them to stop dolng something
that is making you angry « (often ~ and +
do sth) Whydont you do usall a favor and
koep your opinéons to pourself!

favourite

a favourite son Briléch & Australian

a favorlte son /unerican & Australian
a famous person, especlally a politiclan,
who is supported and praised by people
in the area they come from = Lef me
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feelers

introduce to you the favorite son of feathers

Russell, Kansas: Bob Dole.

favours

not do sb any favours British, American

& Australion

not do sh any favor Amerlcan

to do something that is likely to have a
bad effect on you or on another person
s (often reflexive) You're not well, and
you're not dolng yourself any fuvours by
taking on extra work. * (ususlly in
continuous tenses; often + by + doing
sth) The government isn't doing the
Samiltes of the vrctims any favor by hiding
the truth about what really happened.

fear

put the fear of God into sb

to frighten someone very much » What
were you doing up on the roaf? You put the
fear of God into me!

feast

feast or famine

something that you say which means that
you either have too much of something
or you have too little » Jt’s either feast or
JSamine on television; last week there was
nothing I'wanted to see and this week there
are three guod filims on at the same time.
the ghost/spectre at the feast British,
literary

something or someone that spoils your
enjoyment by making you remember
something unpleasant « Johin was the

spectre at the feast, always reminding her
of her broken promise.

feather
a foeather In sb's cap old-fashioned

something very good that someone has
done o A naww television series will be

ancther feather in his cap.

You could have knocked me downlover
with a feather! Aumorous

something that you say In order to
emphasize how swrprised you were when
something happened « Ionly entered for a
Joke and I won first prize. You could have
knocked me down with a feather,

the feathers fly American

if the feathers fly, people fight or argue a
lot « The feathers'll fly if he finds out
You've borrowed hiscar

ruffie cb's feathers

to make someone annoyed « He wasn'f
asked to speak at the conference, and 1
kmow: that ryffled his feathers a bit

federal
make a federal case (out) of sth

American

to make sumething seem more Important
or serious than it really is « (usually
negative) He onily swore at you - there's no
need (o make a federal cnse oul of it!

feeding
a feeding frenzy

B situation where people try t0 gel as
much Information as possible about an
event, or to make as much profit as they
can from it, especially in an unpleasant
way £> If hungry animals have a feeding
frenzy, they become very excited by the
smell of food and fight each other togeta
share of It « Her sudden tragic death
sparked off a feeding frenzy in the media.

it's feeding time at the 200! humorous

something that you say when a group of
people are eating together in a way thatis
not controlied or organized = [ see it's
feeding time at the zoo. I'd better help
myself Lo some food before it's all gone.

feel

cop a feel American, very Unformal
to touch someone’s body without their
permisshon in order to get sexual
excitement ¢ He saw she was drunk and

tried to cop a feel.

feelers
put out feelers

totry to discover what people think about
somothing that you might do £> An
ingect's feelors are the two long stick
parts on its head which it uses to touch
things and discover what Is around it

» I"'ve been pulting out a few feelers and Ut



feet

seems that maost people uare against
changing the way we elect the commitiee,

feet

feet of clay
if vou say that someone you admire has
feet of clay, you mean they have hidden
faults & Scme of the groatest geniuses In
history had feet of clay.

be runirushed off vour feet
1o have 1o work very hard or very fast
s There's only one secretary working for
the whole accounts depariment and the
poor woman is run off her feer. « We
weren't exactly rushed off our feet - there
was only one visitor all afternoon.

be under your feet

If someone is under your fect, they anhoy
you because they are always near you In
a way that makes it diffieult for you to do
somothing » The children have been under
my feet ol morning so I haven't been able
to get any work done.

get under sb's feet « Wy don't you ask
Kelly 1o stt In the other room for o while?
That way she won't keep getting under my
Seet.

find your feet
to become familiar with a new place or
situation = H's tmportant to give new
students a chance to find their feet.

get vour feet under the table Hritish
to become familiar with and confident in
a new job or situation « It's better to wait
unttl yoli"ve got your feet firmly under the
table before you make any big changes.

get your feet wet mainly American
to experience samething for the first
time, especially something that involves
taking a risk  Investors areencouraged to
get their feet wet by buying fust « fow
shares to begin with.

jump in with both feet .

jump in feet first "
to become involved in something very
quickly often without thinking carefully
about it first « Take tame to think things
over befare you make o decision, don't
Jump straight in with both feet.
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keep vour/both feet on the ground
to not have your character spoilt by
becoming famous or successful » Friends
say she’s kept her feet firmly on the ground
—farie hasn't changed her:
have vour/both feet on the ground
* Acting is « tough profession and you
need to have both feet on the ground {f
You're going to survive.

land on your feet British, American &
Ausiraltan

fall on yvour feet DBritish & Australion
to be lucky or successful after you have
been in a difficult situation « She really
landed on her feet - she found an
apartment right in the middle of San
Francisco. » Richard takes the most awful
risks, but he always seems o full on his

. m‘ i

sweep sb off their feet
if someone sweeps vou off your feet, vou
fall suddenly and completely in love with
them ¢ She was hopmg that some
glamorous young Frenchman would come
along and steep her off her feel.

think on your feet
to thunk and react qutickly, especislly ina
situation where things are happening
very fast » An ability to think on your feet
is a definite advantage when you're doing
live comedy shows.

vote with vour feet <
to show that you do mnot support
something, especially an organization or
e product, by not using or not biging it
any more = Parents are voting with their
feet and moving their children to schools
inhere there is befter discipline.

fell

if vou dosomcthing at one fell swoop, you

do evervthing vou have to do at the same

time » I'd prefer to do the paperwork in

one fell swoop. At least then we know it's

Jfinished with.



femme fatale

a femme fatale

a womsan who is sexuslly attractive but
who is likely to cause trouble for men
who are attracted to her « She plays a
Russian fermme fatale in the latest Bond
fibm.

fence

sit on the fence

to delay making a decision when you
have to choose between two sides in an
argument or & competition » She
criticized members of the continitiee for
sitting on the fence and failing to make a
wuseful contribution fo the debate.

fences

mend (your) fences ,"'ﬂ

to try to become friendly again with
someone after an argument » (usually +
with) China is trying to mend fences with
Russia qfter the recent border dispite.

fender

a fender bender Amaerican, informal

a car accident in which a car is slightly
damaged = We got (ndo a fender bender just
as we twere leaving the parking lot at the
mafll

fever

fever pitch

if you say that a feeling ar a situation has
reached fover pltch. you mean that
people’s emotions have become so strong
that they can only just control
themselves » By the time the princess
appeared on the balcony, excitement
amang the crowd was at fever pitch.
e Tension reached fever pitch as reports
came n of further bomb altacks In the
north.

few _

be few and far between -

to be very few » There are plenty of houses
Jor sale, but buyers are few and far
between,

hoist a few American, informal

to drink several glasses of beer or other
alcoholic drink « We stopped at Donovan's
on the way home and holsted a few.

' 4

fiddle

be on the fiddle Brifish & Australian,
informal
to get money in a way that is not honest
or not legal » If he's not on the fiddle, hotw
did he afford that huge car?

field

have a field day
to have an opportunity to do a lot of
something you want to do, especially to
criticlze someone = The newspapers
would have u field day if their affair ever
became public knowledge.

lead the fleld

1 if you lead the fleld in a race or a sports
event, you are better than all the people
competing against you and are likely to
win o At the end of the second day's pla,
Ballasteros is leading the field.

2 If you lead the Acld in an activity or
business, you are more successful than
anvone else « There are some areas of
medical research where Russian sclentists
stfll lead the field.

leave the field clear for sb
to stop competing with someone, which
gives them a better chance of achieving
success ¢ Jokn decided not to apply for the
Job, which left the fleld clear for Emma.

play the field
to have many romantic or sexus!
relationships  She's not interested in
marriage ai this stage, so shes quite
happy to play the field.

fifth

| take/plead the Fifth (Amendment)
American. hurmorous
something that you ssy in order to tell
someone you 8re not going to answar a
question £= The Fifth Amendment is the
part of American law that says someone
does not have to answer guestions about
themselves in a law court. « (sometimes +
on) So who do you like best, Jenny or
Kim? "Soprry, F'ake the Fifth on that.’

fifty-fifty \¢

fifty-fifty
if something is divided Dfty-fifty it is
divided equally between two people o We



fig

decided to splif the money fifty-fifiy » Let’s
go fifty-JUfty on the expenses for our trip.
a fifty-fifty chance

if there is a fiftyfifty chance of
something happening, it is equally Hkely
to happen or not to happen » (usually + of
+ doing sth) I'd say hie’s got a fiftyfifiy
chance of winning the race.

fig .

a fig leaf
something that vou use to Lry to hide an
embarrassing fact or problem £ In the
Bible, Adam and Eve used fig leaves to
cover their sexual organs when they
discovered they were naked. « Are the
peace talks simply providing a fig leaf for
the continuing aggression between the two
countries?

not be worth a fig old-fashioned
to not be important or useful = She's fus!
an lgnorant old busybody and her
opinions aren’t worth a fig.

not carel/give a fig old-fushioned
if you say that you dont care a fig, you
mean that something or someone is not
important to you at all e They can say
what they like, Idon't give a fig.

fighting

a fighting chance
a small but real possibility that you
might do or achieve something » (often +
of + doing sth) If we can raise another
thousand pounds we'll have a fighting
chance of saving the theatre. = A good
education will ensure that even the most
disadvantaged children are glven a
JSighting chance.

bo fighting fit
to be very healthy » She was fighting fu
after 10 weeks of Intense physical training.

be fighting for your life

1 to be so ill or injured that you might die
e One of the passengers was flahting for
her life last night aqfter receiving multiple
injuries in the collision,

a fight for |Ilifo < Throughout
Christopher’s fight for life. his parenis
never ieft his bedside.

2 if an organization or system is fighting
for its life, peopie are trying very hard to
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prevent it from being defeated or
destroved o With debts of over $2 million
dollurs, the corporation Is fighting for its
life.

be fighting mad American & Australian,
informal
to be very angry « When Dad finds out
You've crashed the car, he'll be fighting
matdl.

be in fighting trim mainly American
ready to deal with a situation, especially
because you are In good physical
condition « It was a challenging

performance, but the duancers were (n
Jighting trim.
figment

figure

a figure of fun
someone who people laugh at because
they seem silly or stupid « She’s fed up
with being treated as a figure of fun and
insists that her ideas deserve serious
atigntion,

cut an [interesting/ridiculousiunusual
etc.] figure
if someone cufs an interesting,
ridiculous, unusual etc, figure, they seem
interesting, ridiculous, unusual etc. = My
Russian uncle cut an unusual figure
among the very British audience.

fill

have had your fill
to have had enough to eat or drink = No
more pudding thanks, I've had iy fill.

have had vour fillof sth
if you have had your fill of an unpleasant
situation, vou will not accept it any
longer » People have had thelr fill of
empty promises and wand oction.

final

the final curtain

the end of something. usually something
that has lasted for a long time » As the
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Jinal curiain fell on the longest maitch wn

tennis history, Agassi emerged victorious.
in the final analysis

something that you say when you are

talking about what is most important or

true in a situation » In the final analysis,

the only people who ioill bengfit are

not to put too fine a point on it
something that you say when you are
going to say exactly what you mean, even
if other people may not like it « Well, not
to put foo fine a point on it, it's entirely
your fauit.

You're a fine one to talk! Informal

property owners, something that vou say when someone

- criticizes another person for doing
finders something that they do themselves » ‘He's
Finders keepers (losers weepers). always complatning.® “You're a fine one to

sommething that you say when you find talk!”

something that belongs to someone else

and decide you are poing to keep it fine-tooth

* ‘Finders keepers.” he soid, putting the with a fine-tooth comb

if you examine something with a fine-
tooth comb, you examine every part of it
very carefully « I'd aduise you Lo examine
your insurance policy with a fine-tooth
comb o make sure you're covered {f you
take your car abroad.

finger

get/pull your finger out British &
Australian, very informal

money away in his pocket,

fin de siécle

fin de siécle
typical of or existing at the end of a
century, especially the 19th century = The
fin de stécle despair increased in the last
Jew years of the century. » Tonya chose a
course in fin de siécle literature.

fine if vou tell someone to get their finger out,
be a fine figure of a man/woman old- you mean they should start working hard
Jashioned o You'd better pull your finger out, you

to be someone who is big and strong with
an sttractive body = She’s a fine figure of
o woman - not like all these skinny
odels,

be In fine fettie

should have finished this job hours ago.
give sb the finger American, very |
informal N
to make an offensive sign at someone by
raising your middle finger towards them
to be very healthy or working well « She » When rthe kids were told to leave the store,
was in flne fettle when she came back from they gave the manager the finger and ran
her trip to the States. = The business is in off
Jine fettle ond we're even planning 0 haye vour finger on the pulse
expand. to be famillar with the most recent
ut it'things fi developments » Whoever designed the new
model obviously had their finger on the
pulse - it’s precisely the sort of computer
everyone’s been waiting for
keep your finger on the pulse « 45

have sth down to a fine art British,

editor of a fushion magazine, she keeps
American & Australian X her finger firmily on the pulse of the
have sth off to a fine art British & London scenz.
Australian have a fingor In every ple

to be able to do something very well,
vsually because you have been doing it
for a long time = He's gol sandwich
making down to a fine art.

to be involved in and have influence over
many different activities, often in a way
that other people do not approve of = You
car't make a decision on any kind of
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Junding without consuleing him - he hasa
Snger in every ple.

have a finger in the pie (o be Involved
in a particular activity » When it comes to

trade in the underdeveloped parts of the

world, most Western countries want to TiNgers
burn your fingers
have/get your fingers burned/burnt

have a finger in the pie.
have alyour finger on the button

to be the person who controls the nuclear
weapons (= weapons that use power
made by dividing atoms) that a country
has and decides whether to fire them o [f
Europe has Uts own nuclear deterrent,
wwhose finger would be an the button?

lay a finger on sb/sth
to touch or harm someone or something

¢ (usually negative) Honestly, I never lald
a finger on him, he just fell over. ¢ If you so
much as lay a finger on my sister, I'l break
your arm!

point the finger at sb
to accusc someone of being responsible

for something that has happened » Critics
were Quick to point the finger at the board
of directors when the theatre staried
fostng money.

put the finger on sb very informal
to tell someone In authority, especially
the palice, that someone has committed a
crime » {f Blg Joe finds out you put the
Ninger on him, you won't live long enough

to avoid danger or failure » (usually in
continuous tenses) We're hanging on by
owur fingernails and hoping that it rains
before we lose our entire crop.

b
.

to suffer unpleasant results of an action,
especially loss of money, so vou are not
keéen to try the same thing again » Many
investors burn thewr fingers when they are
templed by get-rich-Quick  schemes.
o Several art dealers got their fingers
burned on old master paintings that later
turned out fo be fakes.

can count sth on the fingers of one

hand

if you say that you can count things on
the fingers of one hand, you are
emphasizing that they are very rare o J
ocan count on the fingers of one hand the
number of times she's actually offered to
buy me adrink.

=

cross your fingers
keep your fingers crossed

to hope that things will happen In the
way you want them to £> People often
cross their middle finger over their first
finger as a sign that they are hoping for
iuck. « We're crossing our fingers and
hoping that the weather stays fine. « (often
an order) Keep yowr fingers crossed,
everyone, Jane's only got fo answer one
more guestion.

fingers aossed something that you say
to show that you hope that what vou have
just =aid will happern or be true » Fingers
crossed, we'll get the job done in time, dwt
there’s still an awful lot o do.

slip through your fingers
1 if something yvou hope to achieve slips

through your fingers, you do not manage
to achieve it » He has seen the world
champlonship slip through his fingers
tipfce. = This Is my big chance to make a

to spend the rewward money.

“ career in journalism. I can’t let it slip
fingernalls through my fingers.
cling onvhang on by your fingernails 2 if someone slips through your fingers

ff you are clinging on by vour
fingernails, you are only just managing

they manage to escape from you = We've
got men guarding all the exits and more



men on the roof He won't stip through our
Jingers this time,

wearfwork your fingers to the bone

to work very hard for a very long time
* I've been working my fingers to the bone
to get the dress ready in time for the
wedding.

fingertips

at your fingertips

if wyou have information at your
fingertips, you are able to get It very

easily ¢ Every fact and figure he needed
was at his fingertips.

be an [artist/patriot/professional etc.]
to your fingertips

if vou say that someone is an artist,
patriot, professional etc. to their
fingertips, you mean that they behave in
a way which is completely typical of such
a person, and It Is the most important
part of their character ¢ Mark, @
professional to his fingertips, insisted that
we should make proper joints, not simply
nail the pieces of wood together

<ling on/hang on by your fingertips

if you are clinging on by your fingertips,
you are only just managing to avold
danger or failure = (ususily in
continuous tenses) We were dinging on
by our fingertips, desperately trying to
stop them scoring another goal.

fire

fire in yourithe belly

if you have fire in your belly you are
ready to fight with energy and
determination for what you believe is
right » He will approach the committee
with plenty of firein his belly.

breathe fire

to be very angry about something
» (sometlmes + over) The bishop was
breathing firc over the press release made
a few days ago.

to be criticized » (often + from) Laoss
night’s announcement quickly came under
Sire from the trade unions. = (sometimes +
for) Mr Johnson has since come under fire
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Jor being sarcastic and dismissive of his
clients.

draw (sb's) fire mafnly American
if something or someone draws fire, they
are criticized ¢ (often + from) The
advertisements have drawn fire from anii-
smoking campaigners * His radical
appronch is expected to draw fire.

fight fire with fire
to attack someone with a lot of force
because they are attacking you with force
o In the face of stiff competition from rival
Jirms we had to fight fire with fire and
slash our prices.

go through fire and water old-fashioned
to experience many difficulties or
dangers in order to achieve something
s (often + to do sth) They went through
fire and water to ensure the prince’s sqfety.

hang/hold fire
to delay dolng something. especially
making a8 decision, because you are
waiting to see what will happen « 1t
woudd have been good to settle the matter
now, bus 1 think we should hang firve until
the pgenerul sttuotion becomes clearen
= (often + on) The chancellor has sald he
will continue to hold fire on a further
reduction in interest rates.

light your fire informal
to make someone excited, especially
sexuglly « I've met some decent men but
none that light my fire.

light a fire under sb mainly Amarican
to make someone work better or harder
o [t's time you lit @ flre under those guys or
they'll never firish painting the house.

play with fire
to be Involved in an activity that could be
dangerous = (usually in contlnuous
tenses) We're playing with fire if we
continue with genetic modification of our
Jood,

firing

be firing on all cylinders
to be operating as powerfuly and
effectively as possible = Dawson will be

Siring on all cylinders after 2 months of
fitness training



first

be In the firing line Fritich American &
Australian
be on the firing line American &
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Eiret thinge firet.

Australian
if someone or sumething Is In the firing
line, they are likely to be criticized,
atracked, or got rid of « The judge found
himself in the firing line from women's
groups after his controversial comments
about sexual assault. » Recent cuts In
council budgets mean that concessionary
Jares were next on the firing live.
orrosiTeE out of the firing line = As the
president’s wife, there wes little hope of
her staying out ¢f the firing line during
the edection campaign.
first
first and foremost
mere than anvthing clse < He remains
Jirst and foremost & businessman, not a
politician. » In order lo be successgful a film
has to be, first and foremost, a good story.

show are limited and e operate on a
Jirse-come, first-sevved basis.
firsthand

if you experience something first hand,
yoll experience it yowsclf = Maony
reporters based In the capital are
experlencing the war first hand. = It it
difficuit 10 agppreciate the scale of the
proflem without seeing the effects of the
Janiine ai first hand.

first-hand « (always before noun) f've
bren @ teacher for a long tirme, and have
Sirst-hand experience of the way these
students behave.

First in, best dressed. Australian
somerhing that vou say which means thart
the first people to do something will get
somerthing flrst or will have an advantage
¢ I've got ten free tickets lo the moules lo
hand out, soit's first in, best dressed.

may seem at flrst blush,

bEHrrtlrmng

something that you say in order to tell
someone that more important things
should b¢ donc before less Important
things = [ know you want to talk about my
trip, but first things first, how have you
been while I was away?

the first string American, informal

the group of people who are regularly
chosen to play In the best sports team. or
to do the most important work in 4 job
= He didn'tmake Jirst string on the football
teasn until his sentor year at college.
first-string Amertcan, informal = She'sa
first-string reporter on the paper.

at first blush mainly American

when you first start to think about
something ® His decision isn't as odd as it

to officially be on the same level as other
members in a group, but in fact have
slightly more responsibility or be
slightly more Important » The chalrman
of the joint chiefs of staff was always
considered first among equals.

be first past the post British &

Australian

if someone s frst past the post In a
competition, they are the first to achieve
something = The Russian leam were first
past the post in the race o complete the
expeditinn.

first-past-the-post in a firsepast-che-
post system of voting. a person is elected
if they get the most votes in & particular
area, even if their political paroy did not
get most votes in the whole country
o (always beforve noun) Many people think
the British first-past-the-post system s
unfair

Be In the tirst flush of sth

if someone Is in the first flush of
something, they are at the start of it
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» You're no longer in the first flush of
youth, you know, Dad!

get to first base

1 American & Australian, informal to
begin to have success with something
that you want to do £> ¥First base is the
first place a plaver must run to after they
hit the ball in a game of hasehall. » They
wor’t epen get to first base with the
dirvecrors weith a proposal like that.

2 mainly American, hurnorous to get to the
first stage of a sexual relationship, where
partners kiss and touch each other
o Jirmmy hasn't even gotten 10 first base yet
with his girlfriend.

give st (the right ofito) first refusal

to offer to seli someone something before
you offer it to anvone else = (often + on) J
have given my existing publishers first
refusai on my rext book.

have (the right ofito) first refusal
» Manfield has the right of flrst refusal on
any surplus stock.,

have first call on sth
to have the right to use something first
e John has first call on the car as he needs
it for work,

if at first you don't succeed, (try. try,
and try again).
something that you say in order to tell
sormeone they must keep oying in order
to achleve something « My rovel has been
rejected by three publishers already. Stiil,
if atfirst you don't succeed ..

In the first place
in the beginning » We should rever have
agreed 1o this in the first place. « We only
had four of these glasses in the first place,
and now I've broken tewo of them.

not know the first thing about sth
to not know anvthing sbout a particular
subject = 1 don't know why you're asking
Rob, he doesn't know the first thing about
classical rmusic,

fish

be iike a fish out of water
to feel awkward because you arc not
famillar with a sltuation or because you
are very different from the people around

vou = All the other children in the school
had rich, middleclass parents, and she
was beginning to feel like a fish out of
ticrter:
be neither fish nor fowl
if something is neither fish nor fowl, itis
difficult to describe or understand
because it is like one thing in some ways
but like another thing in other ways
« The hovercraft has always syffered from
the face thot it is neither fish nor futel,
drink like a fish i'formal
to regularly drink a lot of alcohol
o Harriet had two bottles of wine with her
meal — that girl drinks like a fish!

have bigger/other fish to fry
to have somcthing more important or
more interesting to do « [ couldn’t waste
my time trying o reach an agreement with
them. I had other fish to fry

fishing

a fishing expedition mainly American
an attempt to discover the facts about
something by collecting a lot of
information, often secretly e« The
investigators® reguest for the company’s
accounts Is simply a fishing expedition —
they have no real evidence of wrongdoing

fishy

smell fishy informal
if 2 situation or an explanstion smells
fishy, it causes you to think that someone
is being dishonest « Webbers’s account of
what he was doing that evening smells a
bit fichy to me.

fist

make a good fist of sth/doing sth British
& Austradian. old-fashioned
to do something well = He made o good fist
of explatning why we need to Improve our
public transport system. = He built the
house himself and made a surprisingly
good fist of it.
orrosime make a bad/poor fist of
sth/doing sth British & Australian, old-
SJashioned » Our lawyer made a poor fist of
QUESIIg us.
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fit
be as fit as a fiddle Brirish, American &
Australian

be as fit as a flea British & Australlan
to be very heslthy « My Dad’s nearly
elghty now but he's as fitas a fiddle,

be fit to be tied American
to be very angry or upsct = She was fI¢ to
be tied when she discovered she'd lfl her
purseon the train.

havefthrow a fit informal
to be very angry « My mother threw a fit
when she satw the mess we'd made.

fits

if the cap fits (wear It). British, American
& Australian

If the hat/shoe fits (wear It). American
something that vou say to tell someone
that if they are guilty of something had,
they should aceept criticlsm « Look, I
didn’t say who toas to blame for this mess —
but §f the cap fits, wearil.

in fits and starts
if something happens in fits and starts, it
often stops and then starts again » Replles
arearriving in fits and staris.

five

Give me five! mainly American, informal
something that you say when you want
someone to hit yvour open hand with
theirs, In order to greet them or to show
how pleesed you sre » Hi there little
buddy, give me five!
Give me a high five! American,
informal something that you say when
you want somcone to hit your open hand
with thelrs, at a level zbove your
shoulder » Yo, Bob! Give me a high five!

Take five! American. informal
something that vou say in order to tell
other people to take a short rest from
work or exercise o "‘OK everybody take
Jive.’

fix

be In a fix

to be in a difficult situation « 'm in a real
Jix, the tyre’sflat and I haven’t got a spare.

flag

drape/wrap yoursoll in the flag
to pretend to do something for your
country when you are really doing it for
your own advantage = Companies in the
UK are finding It usefid to wrap
themselves in the British flag.

fly/show/wave the flag
to support or to represent vouur coumry
*» (often + for) In the absence of any other
Italian fim directors. Mr Infascelli
bravely flew the flag for his country.

flagpole

run sth up the flagpole mainly American
to tell people about an idea in order to see
what they think of it « Run your
suggestion up the flugpole and see whal
the others say

flags

Put the flags out! Brifish, humorous
something that you say when vou are
pleased and surprised that something
has happened = Jokn's done the washing
wp. Put the flags out!

flak

getitake (the) flak {nformal
to receive strong eriticism » (often +
from) Channel 4 took the flak from angry
vielvers protesting about the show., = (often
+ for) She got u ot of flak for deseriing
her chlldren.

flames

fan the flames
to cause anger or other bad feclings to
increase » (usually + of) His speeches
Janned the flames of racial tension,

goup inflames
to fail or come to an end suddenly and
completely = Final hopes of a pay
seftlernent went up in flames yesterday
after talks broke down.

shoot sth/sh down in flames irformal
to strongly criticize an idea or plan, or to
refuse to accept it » Several months ago
this highly impractical ldea would have
been shot down in flames. « I thought 1'd
made a sensible suggestion, bui they just
shot me dowen in flames.



flash

a flash in the pan
something that happens only onee or for
a short time and will not be repeated
o Ve're hoping that this is a long-term
opportunity, and not just a flash in the
pan.

flat

flat out

1if a person or a machine Is doing
something flat out, they are doing it as
fast and with as much energy as they can
o (often + to do sth) The decorators have
been working flat out & get the job
Sinished, = My car only docs 60 mph, even
when it's going Mot out.

2 Amertcan if someonc says something flat
out, they say it in a very clear and direct
way, even if it might upsat people » He
called up and flat out asked if T was
Rauing an affatr with Bob.

be as flat as a pancake
to be very flat » My cake hosn't risen — ft's
as flat as a pancake!

be flat broke {rnformal
to have no money at all =  can’f even pay
the rent this month. I'm flat broke.

fall fiat

1 if an entertainment or a joke falls flat,
people do not énjoy It and do not think it
is funny = Several aftempts af humour
during his speech fell flat.

2if an attempt to influence people’s
behaviour or opinions falls flat, it fails
* The advertising campaign which had
worked so toell in the US fell flat in Chinag,
* The statement that pregnency is not an
illness folls flar with many morning
sickness sufferers.

fall flat on vourfits face
to fall or make a mistake in an
embarrassing way » The new scheme fell
Jflal on ils face in spite of all the financlal
support that was given » If's always
amusing to see o newscaster fall flat on his
foce.

flattery

Flattery will get vou nowhere. humorous
something that you say {0 soineone in
order to tell them that their praise will
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flesh

nat persuade you to do anything that you
do not want to do » Well, I'm glad you
liked the meal, but flattery will get you
nowhere!

flaunt

If you've got it, flaunt it! Lyormal
something that you say which means if
you have something you are proud of.
such as beauty or wealth, you should
make it obvious = If ! had legs lke yours
I'd wear really short dresses. If youi'vegot
it, flaunt it!

flavour

the flavour of the month British &
Australian

the flavor of the month American &
Australian
someone or something that has suddenly
become very popular. but may not remain
popular for long # Role-playing gamaes are
suddenly the flavour of the month

send sb away with a fiea in their ear
British & Australian, informal
to angrily tell someone to go away A
young kid came asking for money but I
sent him away with a flea in his ear.

flesh

flesh and blood

1 human » Many of the cartoon characters
are more popular than their flesh and
blood counterparts,

2 ¥f you say that someone Is flesh and
blood, vou mean that they have feelings
or faults that are natural because they
are human « [ may be a priest, but ' not
immune fo pretly women. I'm only flesh
and blood, after all.

be sU's {own) flesh and blood
to be someone's relative « How can you be
so aruel o him when he's your own flesh
and blood?

make sb's fiesh crawl/creep
if someone or somecthing makes vour
flesh creep, you think they are extremely
unpleasant or frightening < (often in
present tenses) Splders and Insects really
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make my flesh crawd. » I hate that guy in -~ floodgates
accounts, he makes my flesh creep. open the floodgates

press the flesh maindy Amerloan,
humorous
if politicians or famous people press the
flesh, they shalke hands with the public
» Even after 12 hours on the campaign
tradl, he was still meeting his supporters

and piessing the flosh.

iff an action or a decision opens the
fluodgates, it sllows something to happen
a lot or allows many people to do
something that was not pireviously
allowed ¢ (often + to) If they win ther
case It could open the floodgates to others
with similar compensation claims.

put flesh on (the bones of) sth floor
to add more detall to something m ovder  fioor it American, informal

to make it more interesting or easier to
understand » We necd some real figures
and evidence (o put flesh on the theory « It

to drive a car as fast as il will go » He likes
(o take his sports car out on the road and
floor it

wonld be wise to put fiesh on the bones of falligo through the floor

your baste proposal before you ask them to
consider it

meet/see sb in the flesh
to meet or see someone yoursell. Instcad
of watching them in a film or on
television, etc. = I knew his face so well
Jrom the photographs that it felt a bit
strange when | finally saw kim in the
flesh.

There are no flies on sb.
something that you say which means that
someone is intelligent and able to think
qguickly * The minute she heard the
business wwos for sale she woas on the phone
making an effer There are noflies on her,

flight

a flight of fancy/fantasy/imagination
an idea which shows a lot of Imagination
but which is not practical or useful in
veal situations * You were falking about
cweling ocross the U7S, or was that just
another flight of fancy?

flip-flop

a flip-flop American
8 complete change, especially from one
decision or opinion to another » The
government has made a pollcy flip-fiop

mop the floor with sb Amerfcan k

if the price or value of snrﬁﬂthirxg falls
through the floor, it becomes very low
« House prices have gone through the floor
this year.

wipe the floor with sb Liriftish, American

& Australian ,

to defeat someone easily » Alex is always
really good in a debate, she'll wipe the
JSloor with them.

flotsam
fiotsam and jetsam

people or things which are not wanted or
have no value £> Floteam and jetsam are
the picces of hroken wnod and other
waste material found on the beach or
floating on the sca. » Drug addicts, the
homeless, all are vicwed as the flufsam and
Jetsam of today’s society.

OPPOSITE gO a el- Idea:-ided

Lo go against the flow and try something
different from the rest of them.

orer arms sales. fly

flip-flop Americon = (often + on) The
Senator wounldn’? dare flipflop on the
abortion issue- he'd lose too many votes.

afly in the cintment

someone or something that spoils a
situation which could have becn
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successful or pleasant « Theonly fly in the
ointmen! was my mother, who insisted on
whispering through the first half of the

'l never fly. American
something that you say when you think
an ides will not be succeessful » He sent me
¢ movie script but it'il never fly - It's just
oo unielievable.

let fly (sthy
to start shouting angrily » (sometimes +
at) I was so angry I let fly at them as soon
as they came in. » Gripping the arms of
his chair, ke let fly a barrage of offensive
comments.

on the fly American
if someone docs something on the fly,
they do it quickly and without thinking
carefully before they do it » She was the
sort of person who would make declsions
on the fly rother than allowing herself
time to think.

wouldn’t harm/hurt a fly
if you say that someone wouldn't hwta
fly, you mean that they are a gentle
person and that they would not do
anything to injure or upséet anyone
s Damian just isn’t the violenr type, He
woulddn’t hurt a fly.

fly-by-night

fly-by-night
a Oy-by-night person or organization
cannot be trusted because they have not
been established long, and could leave or
close at any time * (always beforc noun)
They've opened one of those cheap and

foggiest

nasty fiv-by-night stores on the High

Street. » I'm serious about representing my

constituents, I'm nat o fly-by-night
litician.

flying

be flying high

1 if & person or a company is flying high,
they are very successful « The company
was flying high as a maker of personal
cormputers,

2 American. informat to be very excited or
happy often because of the effect of
drugs « The guy was on drugs - fiving
high and scaring cveryone around him.
* When the winter Olympics came to
Canada, the whole country was flying
high.

come through/pass with fiying colours
British & Australian

come through/pass with flying colors
American & Australian
to pass an examination with a very high
score or to complete a difficult activity
very successfully « She fook her
university entrance exam in December
and passed with flying colours. » The
officer training was gruelling. but he came
through with flying colours.

get off to a flying start
to begin an activity very successfully
¢ Maria got off to a flying start In her new
Job, = With several customers on the books
aiready, Tim's new business had got off to
a flying start.

foaming

foaming at the mouth
very angry = The qourt’s decision has teft
bivodsport enthusiasts foaming et the
motth.

ie




food

food \ s

give b food for thought -
to make someone think seriously about
something = What you've suggested has
certainly glven me food for thought.

fool

A fool and his money are soon parted.
something that you say which means that
stupid people spend money without
thinking about it enough e Qiannil
relishes his extravagant lifestyle - but
then a fool and his money are soon parted.

act/play the fool
to behave in & silly way, often in order to
make people laugh » Come on puys, stop
acting the fool and pay attention.

be no/nobody’s fool
to be intelligent * John's no fool. He's
never going to belicue that excuse

afoocl'serrand
an attempt to do something that has no
chance of success » Billions of dollars
have been spent on long-range weather
Jorecasting, but it’s a fool s errand.

live In & fool's paradise
to be happy because you do not know or
will not accept how bad a situation really
is = James Is Hving in a fool's paradise if
he thinks things are always going lo be
this good.

make a fool of yourself
to do something which makes you seem
stupid = He's alieays getting drunk and
making & fool of himself al parties.

More fool you! birielsh, American &
Australian

The more fool youl American
something that you say In order to show
that wvou think someone has done
something stupid * You lent her sixly
pourls and expected it back? More fool
you! = ‘He's volunteered lo work late.” “The
more food him, then.”

play sb for a fool American & Australlan
to trest someone as if they are stupid,
especially by trving {o get something
from them in a way that is not fair » fie’s
playing you for a fool. Just don't lend him
any more money.
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fooled

You could've fooled me. informal
something that you say when you do not
belleve what someone says about
something that you saw or experienced
yourself  ‘No, I wasn'tangry, Lwas justa
little swrprised." ‘Really? You could've
Jooledme.'

fools

Fools rush In (where angels fear to
tread).
something that you say which means that
stupid people do things without thinking
about them enough » Alar voluntecred to
be chalrman and notw he regrets it. Fools
rush in, is all I can say.

not suffer fools gladly
to become angry with people you think
are stupid = Jim's a fair boss, but ke
doesn’t suffer fools gladly.

foot

the boot is on the other foot Brifish &
Australian

the shoe is on the other foot American
if you say that the boot is on the other
foot, vou mean that a situstion is now the
opposite of what it was before, often
because a person who was in a weak
position is now In a strong position « In
the past, we had great influence over their
economy, but the boot is on the other foot
now:

-

o

oerosite get offistart off on the right
foot « (usually in past tenses) [ got off on
the right foos by telling her how impressed
I was with her work,

2 to start an activity badly « If I get off on
the wrong fool with one of my paintings, |
know it will never be right.
orrosiTe get offistart off on the right
foot » The commission has started off on
the right foot by consulting local people.
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havekeep a foot in both camps
to be involved with two groups of people
who often have very different aims and
opinions » He has moved from fringe to
mainstream theatre, but he still kesps a
Juot In both camps.

My toot! old-fashioned
something that you say after repeating
something someone has just said, in
order o show that you do not believe it
¢ A fluent French speaker my foot! He
knowss a few tords at the most.

driving * The road echead was clear, 50 I
put my foot down and tried to gvertake the
car in front.

put vour foot to the floor American
1o suddenly increase vour speed when
vou are driving « [ put my foot io the floor
and reached the apartiment in less than an
hour

not put a foot wrong British & Australian
to not make any mistakes » Angie has
always been good at fier job, she never puts
a foot wrong.
can't put a foot wrong British &
Australian if someone can't put a foot
wrong, people like them so much that
they think everything they do is perfect
* As far as Charles is concerned, she can't
put o fool urong. \

shoot yourself In the foot .~
to do or say something stupid which
causes problems for you e fe shot himself

force

in the foot by suggesting that women
Stiacas dioned

footloose

be footloose and fancy-free old-
SJoshiored
if someone is footloose and fancy-free,
they can do what they want because they
are not married or do not have many
respongibilities » Jane's planning to go to
parties and clubs every night now that
she’s footloose and fancy-free.

footsie

play footsie informal
to secretly touch someone’s feet under a
table with your feet, in order to show that
you are sexually artracted to them
e (usually in continuous tenses) ! think
they were playing footste in the meeting!

play footsie with sb mainly American
o be Involved with a person or an
organization secretly, because you know
that other people will not approve = The
government never forgave him for playing
Jootsie with the terrorists.

footsteps

follow in sb’s footsteps
to do the same job or the same things in
your life as someone else, especially a
member of your family « He followed in
his father’s footsteps and tweni into the
army.

forbidden

forbidden fruit

something that you want very much but
arc not allowed to have, especially a
sexual relationship £ In the Bible, the
forbidden fruit was an apple which God
told Adam and Eve they could not cat
» He'd spent many years lusting after his
brother's wife - the for bidden fruit.

force

force of habit
if somcone does something from force of
habit, they do It without thinking
because they have done It so often before
e Fren though hes pone she still keeps
laying the table for two — force of habit, 1
Buess.
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be a force to be reckoned with
if an organization or person is a force to
be reckoned with. they are very powerful
e The Scottish team’s performance last
month shows that they are once cguln o
Sorce to be reckoned with.

be out in force
to be present in large numbers * The
Prince’s young supporters iere out in
Sforce.

foregone

a foregone conciusion
a result that is obvious t0 evervone even
before it happens ¢ (not used with the) It
seems like this year's election results are a
foregone conclusion, « (often + that) It’s
cerfainly not a foregone conclusion that
we'll win.

forelock-tugging

forelock-tugging Pritish
showing too much respeet towards
sumevne who §5 In a high position = As
the General marched in, the collective
Jorelock-tuggmmg began.

forewarned

Forewarned is forearmed.
something that you say which means that
if you know about something before It
happens. you can be prepared for it
= Apparently Sivwon has some criticlsms of
iy book. Still, forvwarned is forearmed.

forked

speak with (a) forked tongue
to make false promises or to speak in a
way which is not hohest « The minister is
speaking with o forked tongue, promising
support ke will never deliver;

fort

hold the fort British, American &
Austrafian

hold down the fort American
to be left in charge of a simation or place
while somcone Is away » Someone had to
stay ad home and hold the fort while my
plother weas onl,

Fort Knox

be like Fort Knox /itgnorous
if a building or an area s like Fort Knox,
it is very difficult to enter or leave it
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because it is 80 well protected £ Fort
Enox is the building where the United

States keeps its supplies of gold. » Our
house is like Fort Knox with all these extra
security locks.

forty

forty winks irformal
a short sleep during the day « She just
frrd time to put her feet upand catch forty
winks beforedinner.

foul

foul play

1 actlons whach are not fair or honest « A
virus wiped out all owr computérheld
records. We suspect foul play on the part of
an ex-employee,

2 murder = Nt's not clear why the man
drowned, but the police haven't ruled out
foul play.

fail foul of sb
to up=et sorneone, so that they do not like
vou and try to harm vou » Officials who
fall foul of the mayor find themselves
exiled to the most boring deparimenis.

fall foul of sth stighsly formal
to break a law or & rule, and often be
punished » [f their market share grows
{oo large they will fall foul of anti-
monopoly laws.

foul-mouthed

foul-mouthed c
someone who s foul-mouthed swears a
lot » He was foulmouthed und vielent,

foundations

rock/shake sih to its foundations

rock/shake the foundations of sth
t0 damage or change an orgenizationora
person’s helicls vory much » Allegations
of scandal and abuse kave rocked the
party to its foundations. « The ideqas
scemed to make sense, but shook the
foundations of her own Christian beliafs.

four

the four comers of the earth/world
every part of the world » Wedding guests
arrived from the forr corners of the world,



four-letter

a four-letter word
a short word that is extremely rude « The
player was suspended after using a
variety of four-letter words in front of the
umpire.

frame

a frame of mind
the way somcone fecls at a particular
time » A few howrs later he was in a mich
more positive frame of mind. » Whether
or not you enjoy the film may dapend on
your frameof mind.

be In the frame Dritish & Australion
to be likely to achieve something or to be
chosen for a job or an activity « (often +
for) Anderson was in the frame for the job
in sales, but decided nor to rake It
s (sometimes + todo sth) Only Ferrariare

{n the frame to win the championship,
frankenstein o
a Frankensteln’s monster

something that cannot be contralled and
that attacks or destroys the person who
invented it £ This phrase comes from
the book Frankenstein by Mary Skelley
* Giving extra potwers o the army turned it
into o Frankenstein's monster that is now
threatening fo overthrow the ruling party.

fray

enterfjoin the fray -\ﬂ
to become invulved im an argument or &
fight = Members of the royal family rarely
enter the political fray.

frazzle

wear sb to a frazzle informal
to make someone feel very tired and
nervous = (often reflexive) She's worn
herself toa frazzle trying Lo get that report
Jinished. » You've been looking qfter her
kids for a month? You must be worn to g
frazzle

free

free and easy
relaxed and informal » The atmosphere in
ouwr office is always free and aasy.

a free agent
someone whose actlons are not lhimlted or
controlled by anyonc clse e Once the
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free

divorce has come through you'll be a free
agent again.

a free ride

an opportunity or advantage that
someone gets without having done
anything to deserve it « Just because he
was the boss’s son didn’t mean Tim got a
Jreeride.

a free spirit X

someone who does what they want and
does not feel limited by the usual rules of
soclal behaviour = His brothers describe
Nick as something of a free Sspiril
unconveniional and adventurous.

allow/give sb (a) free rein

to allow someone to do what they want or
go where they want to « (often + todo sth)
The older Kids were given free rein io do
whatever they wanted. » We shut the kiten
ont of the bedroom but allowed her fres
rein in the rest of the apartmens,

allow/give sth (a) free rein

if yvou give ideas or emotions Iree rein,
vou allow them to develop and do not try
to control them » With all these materials
available, we can give our creativity free
rein.

as free as a bird

completely free to do what you want and
without any worties + She'd been
travelling alone round the Greek isiands
Jor ayear - free as o bird.

feel free

something that you say in order o tell
someone that they are allowed to do
something ¢ (often + to do sth) The
restaurant doesn 't sell alcohol, so feel free
to bring your own beer and wirne. = {f you
toant fo use my compuler for your report,
Jeel free.

give sh a free hand

to gllow someone to do whatever they
think is necessary in a particular
situation « (often + 1w do sth) Mis
mancger had given him a free hand o
make thatever changes he felf necessary.
have a free hand « (sometimes + in -
doing sth) The editor satd I could have a
Sfree hand tn designing the cover page.



free-for-all

It's a free country!
something that vou say which means that
you have the right to do something even if
someone else has criticized you for it
« I'li shout §f I'want to - it’sa free country!

make free with sth
to use something a lot, even when it does
not belong to you « I won't have him in my
house, making free with my whiskey:

There's no such thing as a free lunch.
something that you say which means that
if someone gives you something, they
glways expect you to give them
something or to do something for them
» He offered me a room in his house, but he
seems to expect me (o do ald the housework.
I should have known there's no such thing
asa free lunch.

free-for-all

afreeforall
a shtuation that s not controlled, and
where everyone does what they want or
fights for what they want to pet « This is
supposed to be a sensible debare, don’t let it
degenerate into a freeforall « In the
economic freeforall of the final years of
communism, he was able o amass a
sizeable fortune.

french

French leave old-fushioned, humorous
a period when you are absent from work
without asking for permission £> In the
18th century in France, it was the custom
to lesve an official event or party without
saying gondbye to the person who had
invited you. « Is Ray really ill again, or is
he Just taking Prench leave?

a French letter informal, old-fashioned
a thin rubber covering that a man can
wear on his penis durirg sex to stop a
woman becoming pregnant or to protect
him or his partner against infectious
diseases » In those days, French letters
were the only form of contraceptive we
had.

Pardon my Frenchl Brifish, humorous
something that you say which means you
are sorry because you have said an
impolite word « The silly sod never turned
up, pardon my French.
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fresh

be as frash as a dalsy
to be full of energy and enthuslasm « It's
been ¢ long drive bt give me a cup of lea
and I'll soon feel fresh as a daisy.

be fresh from swh British

be fresh out of swh American &
Australfan
to have just finished education or
training in a particular school or college
and not have much experience « Owr
course is taught by a young professor fresh
out of law school.

be fresh out of sth American &
Australian
to have just finished or sold & supplv of
something, and have no maore left « Sorry,
we're fresh out of bread this morning.

get fresh
to show by your actions or words that you
want 1o have sox with someanu » (Ususlly
+ with) If he tries fo get fresh with you,
tell him to keep his hands to himseif

get fresh with sb American & Australian
to talk to somecne in an impolite way or
behave in a way which shows you do not
respect them = Don't you get fresh with
me, young lady!

Friday

a girUman/person Friday
a person who does many different types
of usually not very interesting work in
an office £> Man Friday Is the name of
the servant In the book Robinson O usve
by Dantel Defoe. » The ad sald, ‘Person
Friday reguired for general office duties”.

friend

A friend in need (is a friend indeed).
something that you say which means that
someone who gives you help when you
need it is a really good friend » She fvoked
after my dags while I was In hospital. A
friend in need is o friend indeed.

friends

have friends in high places
to know important people who can help

you get what you want » He has plenty of
JSriends in high places willing to support
his political carecr.
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With friends like that, who needs
enemies? Aumorous
something that you say when someone
you thought was your friend treats vou in
an unpleasant way « He told my girifriend
T was boring. With friends fike that, who
nieeds enemies!

frighteners

put the frighteners on st British, old-
fashioned, informal
to threaten someone » He said he wouldn't
pay up so I sent my brothers round t0 put
thefrighteners on him.

fritz

be on the fritz American, informal
if a piece of equipment or machinery is
on the fritz, it does not work as it should

o Jt will be a long, hot summer - our atr
conditioning ison the fritz.

frog

have a frog in your throat informal
to be unable to speak clearly until you
give a slight cough » Excuse me, I've got o
bit of a frog in my throat.

front .

the front office American -
the managers of a company * The front
office has decided 1o cut back on technical
staff.
front-office American » (always before
noun) She's oné of the key front-office
advisers.

be In the front line
to be In an Important position where vou
have influence, but where you are likely
to be criticized or attacked = (often + of)
Many social workers are in thefront tine of
racial fension.

put onup a front <
to pretend to feel a certain way = He
hasn't shown any signs of grief over his
Jather's death, but I'm sure he's just
putting up a front.

up front
if you give sumeone an amount of maney
up front, vou pay them before they starta
job = Did you pay up front or are you
walting tiil they 've finished the Job?

full

fruit

the fruit of vour leins humorous
your children « The fruit of my loins you
may be, but that doesn’t mean | have o
look after you all my life!

frying

jump out of the frying pan (and) Into
the fire
to go from a bad situation to En even
worse one « Many kids who run away
Srom unhappy homes discover they've
jumped out of the frying pan and into the
Jire.

fuddy-duddy

a fuddy-duddy informai
someone who has old-fashioned ideas

and dresses in an oldfashioned way
 You don’t want to take any notice of her,
she's Just a pompotes old fuddy-duddy!
fuddy-duddy informal « His ideas were
irrelevant, boring and fuddy diuddy.

fuel

add fuel to the fire/flames -
to make an argument or & bad situation
worse » His mild words orly added fuel (o
the fire. Isabells 1was furious.

full

(at) full pelt/steam/tiit informal X
as fast as possible = He was going full pelt
down the motorway bul he still didn't
make it to the airport in time.

full steam ahead
with all possible energy and enthusiasm
» We're going full steam ahead to expand
the business. = Notw we've solved a few
problems it’s full steam ahead.

{at) full throttle
if a person or a machine is at full throttle,
they are doing something as well and
with as much cnergy as they can « By the
end of May, the assembly line will be
working at full throttle.
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the full monty mainly Brivish, humorous
if comething is the full monty it is as
complete as possible s Thelr wedding vas
magnificent, with a champagne reception,
three-course dinner and a band - the full
mondy .

allowiglve sth full play
if something is given full play, it Is used
or developed as much as possible » The
themes of love and beregvement are given
Jull play in Qliver’s net novel. » He utges
that market forces should be allowed full
play in the villages.
come into full play * Here, hus genius for
networking came into full piay.

at full stretch Dritish
if someone or something Is at full
stretch, they are working as hard as
possible ¢ The emergency services are
working at full stretch to cope with the
accldent. « When the plant Is operating al
Jull strerch It can employ 860 people,

be as full as a boot/tlck Australian,
informal
to be very drunk « Oid Clive was as full as
¢ boot when ke left the hotel last night.

be full of yourself
to think that you ave very important in a
way that annoys other people « I''m not
sure I like Sarah, she's so full of herself
all the fime.

be full of beans
to have a lot of energy and enthusiasm
o ['ve never met anyone so full of beuwns
before breakfast.

be full of crap/shit Oritish, American &
Australian, taboo .

be full of bull American, very informal
to often say stupld or wrong things =
wowddn’t iksten o what Jeremy says, he's
always full of shit.

be full of holes
if an idea or plan is full of holes, it is not
complete or has many faults « His theory is
Jull of holes so we should have no problem
convineing people that he'’s wrong.

be full of piss and vinegar American,
very informal
to have a lot of energy ® He's full of piss
and vinegar this morning.
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be full of the joys of spring British &
Arservlian, humorous
to be very happy « He bounced Into the
office, fuli of the joys of spring.

be In full cry British & Australian
to criticize someone or something in ¢
noisy and eager way ¢ The opposition was
in full cry over the changes (0 the
education bill,

be in full flow/spate British & Australan
if an activity is in full Aow, it ishappening
fast and with energy « He had this
annoying habit of interrupting her when
she was in full spate. » The royal wedding
preparations were now in full flowe

be In full swing
if an cvent is in full swing, it has alrcady
been happening for a period of time and
there is a lot of activity » When wegot
Vicki's place the party was in full swing.

not be the full quid Australiarn, informal
to be slightly crazy or stupid » He's a b
odd - I don't think he’s the full guid.

come to a fullstop
to end, especially because of a problem
or difficulty « Afrer @ series of health
problems his career camie (o g full stop.

comelgofturn full cirde
if something or someone has come full
circle after changing a lot, they are now
the same as they were at the beginning
» My career has come full circle and I am
back at the school where [ starfed ctd asc
teacher thirty years ago. « In the meantime
her opinions have gone full circle and she
hasdecided to rejoin the party.
bring sb fuli circle = 7%e poem brings us
full cirele. and leaves us with an image of
the daffodils stidl dancing by the lake.
The wheael has come/turned full circle.
something that you say which means &
situation is the same now as it was before
things started to change « The wheel had
Sinally come full circle; we were together as
a family again,

in full force
\f a group of people are at a place in full
force, all of them ave there » Heidl's side
of the family were there in full force bl
Bill's brother was theonly one to show up.
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full-court

a full-court press American
# big effort to achieve comething « The
Mayor has urged a fullcourt press for
civil rights and fair housing in the city.

fullness

in the fullness of time
if you say that gsomething will happen in
the fullness of time, you mean that it will
happen if you walt long enough
o Everything will bevome clear in the
Sullness of time,

fun

not be all fun and games X
if an activity is not all fan and games,
parts of it are difficult or unpleasant
* Being a tour representative isn't all fun
and games, Ican well you.

have fun and games fumorous
to have difficulty doing something or
dealing with someonc » (often + doing
sth) We had fun and games trying to give
the dog a bath. » (often + with) She’s had
JSunand gomes with the tax office.

It was fun while it lasted.
something that you say when something
good has ended but you are not sorry = {
wouldn't have wanted more than 3 years
at unlversity, bug it was fun while it lasted.

funeral

it's vour funeral
something that you say in order to tell
someone that If they suffer had results
from their actions it will be their own
fault = I'm not coming to the meeting, 1

furrow

can’t gfford the time." Ok, i's your
Juneral *

funk

be in a (blue) funk
to be very worried or unhappy about
something « He's been ina real funk since
she left him.

funny

funny business informal -
dishonest or unpleasant actions o If you
try any funny business you U be sorry.

funny money
money that has been printed by
criminals, or which has come from
dishonest activirics « He was caught
passing Jfunny money through the
bustness.

a funny farm Aumnorous
a hespital for people who are mentally ill
£> This expression may be offensive in
some situations. = [\ things get much
worse they'll be carrying me off w the
Junny farm.

fur

the fur flles
if the fur flies, people have a bad
argument * The fur was really fiving
during that meeting.
set the fur flying
make the fur fly » to causc a bad
argument « She set the fur flying by
demaniding to see the letters.

.-’-

furrow

plough a lone/lonely furrow ma:inly
Britash, literary
to do something alone and without help
from other people » He'd always been
happier working in isolation, ploughing a
lone furrow,
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gaff

blow the gaff British, old-fashioned,
informal
tu cause trouble for someone by letting
other people know something that they

programme ensures that we're ahead of
the pame.

stay ahead of the game * Staylng chead
of the game in these days of rapid
tachnological advgncements is no easy
fask.

be on the game ormal

if someone, especially a woman, Is on the

game, they regularly have sex with men
for payment = Her older sister was on the

game by the time she was sixteen.

go on the game informal » A lof of these
girls find they can’t even pay the rent so
they goon the game,

were trying to keep secret » {often + on)  The game’s upl informal

They killed Green because he was about to
blow the paf) on thelr drug dealing.

agallery

play to the gallery
to spend Uime doing or saying things that
will make people admire or support you,
instead of dealing with more important
matters = Politicians these days are more
inderested in plaving to the gallery than
exercising real influence on world events,

gallows

gallows humour British & Australion

gallows humor American & Australian
humour that makes unpleasant things,
such as death, seem funny £5The
gallows are a wooden frame used in the

parents

play the game-
to behave in a way that is accepted or
demanded by those in authority  You
fave to learrn to play the gare if you want
to be sucvessful at work:.

something that vou say to tell someone
that thelr secret plans or tricks have been
discovered and they cannot coniinue
o Okay, you tiwn, the pame'’s up! Give me
the cigareties — thes time I'm telling your

By S

F

past for killing criminals by hanging ralse your game

them firom & rope tled around their neck.
« Many of the palients [ worked with knew
they were dving. There was a kot of
gallows humour.

to make an effort to improve the way that
vou play a game *« They'regoing to have o
raise their game if they want (o stay in the
Premier Division this season.

What's sb's game? tnformal

game
a game plan
a plan for achieving success, especially

something that you say when you want to
know the real remson for someone's

behaviour » You're bving exceptiorally

Inbusinessor politics » Partof thefirm’s  niceroday. What's your game?
Reme plan is o expand into Eastern
Europe. games

be ahead of the game ){’ play games

to know more about the most recent
developments In a particular subject or
activity than the people or cotnpanies
with whom you are competing » A very
extensive vesearch and  development

to deceive someuvne about what you
intend to do = (often + with) f don’t think
they ever really intended to buy the
software, They were just playing games
twith us.
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gangbusters

come on llke gangbusters American,
informal

to start doing something eagerly and
with a lot of energy, especially
performing or talking to people
£5 Gangbusters was a radio program in
the US about police who went aftor
criminals with much energy and success.
e n one o his most renowned

gauntiet

run the gauntiet
to have to deal with a lot of people who
are criticizing or attacking you  (usually
+ Of) The minister had {o run the gaurniiet
of anti-nucleny protesters when he arrived
at the plant.

throw down the gauntlet
to invite someone o argue, fight, or
compete with vou » A price war could

performances, Cagney comes on like break out in the High Street gfler a

gangbusters as hoodlum Tom Powers. leading supermarket threw down the
like ganghusters American, informal gaurilet to tts compelitors.

very successfully = Both books have been orrosme plddtake up the gauntlet = [ie

selling like gangbusters. challenged me to a game of squash last

week and I'm thinking I might just take

garbage . up the gauntier.
Garbage in, garbage out. mainly gear

American

get Infinto gear
to start to work effectively and with
energy * After a few days out of the office
it always takes me a while o get inlo gear

something vou say which means that
something produced from materials of
low guality will also be of low quality
» The meals are pretty poor but then they

never use fresh ingredients - garbage in, when I come back.
garbage out. mova/step up a gaar
to start to work or play more effectively
SNIden or quickly than before = With fust flve
Everything In the garden is rosy. lengths to go, the Cerman Swimmer

something that you say which means that stepped up a gear and edged ahead (o win
there are no problems In a situation the race.

» (often negative)} But not everything in generation

the garden is rosy. Sales may look good but 4 ation gap X

they’re ectually 10% down on fast year, the lack of understanding between older
lead sb up the garden path British, and younger people that ls caused by
American & Australian, informal their different experiences, opinions and
lead sb down the garden path American, behaviour » It i ynusual for a singer o
Informal bridge the generation gap and appeal to

to deceive someone » We were led up the both young tnd old olike. « There's a big
garden path about the cost of the building age difference bertveen us but we've never

work - it turned out really expensive. been troubled by a generation gap.
garden-variety genie
garden-varlety American & Australian let the genle ocut of the bottla mainly

very ordinary = (always before noun) fi's ~ American
Jjust a garden-variety shopping mall, larze to allow something bad to happen which
bfﬁt not sp‘aﬂaf in any waey cannot  then bE Stﬂppﬂd & [n ':’ld
Arablan stories, a genie was a maglc
gas ; splrit that would do whatever the person
8 gas guzrler American, informal A who controlled it wanted. » With the
a car that uses a lot of fuel » Fwant to sell Internet, we really let the genie out of the
this huge gas guzzler and buy something bottie. People now have unlimited access
thaot’s cheaper to run. Lo ol manner of material,



gentle

put the genie back in the bottle mainly
Amertcan » Now that these sorts of drugs
are 0 widely avatlable, It may be too late
1o put the genie back in the bottle.

gentle

agentle giant
aman whols very tall and strong, but has
a very quiet, gentle character that does
not match his appearance » As placid and
amtable as he was tall, he became known
as the gentle giant of the squad.,

be as gentle as a lamb
to be very calm and Kind o [ thought she
was gentle as a lambd until I heard her
shouting ot Richard,

get

Get away with youl British & Austratian,
old-fashioned
something that you say when someone
sayvs something that is silly surprising or
not true » ‘Be fronest with me, do I look fat
in these trousers?” ‘Get away with you!

get-up-and-go

get-up-and-go
if someone has get-up-and-go, they have
encrgy and enthusiasm « You need a bitof
get-up-and-go If you're going to work in
sales.

ghost

not a ghost of a chance
if someone does not have a ghost of a
chance, they are not at all likely o
succeed = (sometimes + of + doling sth)
Against competition like that, they didn't
have the ghost of a chance of winning.

lay the ghost of sth/sb (to rest)
to finally stop being worried or upset by
something or someone that has worried
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or upset you for a long time » With one
stunning performance, Chelsea have lald
to rest the ghost of their humiliating
defeat at Old Trafford last season.

gift

the gift of the gab British, American &
Australian

the gift of gab American
an ability to speak easily and confidently
and to persuade people to do what you
want » An Irishunan, he had the gt of
the gab. You might hate what he said but
you had ro listen.

not look a gift horse in the mouth
if someone tells you not to look a gift
horse in the mouth, they mean that you
should not criticize or feel doubt about
something good that has been offered to
vou = Okay, it's not the job of your dreams
but it pays good money. I'd be inclined not
to look a gift horse m the mouth U I were

you.

ginger

a ginger group British & Australian
a small group within a larger political
party or organization that tries to
persuade the other members o accept
thelr beliefs and ideas » He was soon won
over fo the et wing as a member of @
marginal ginger group called the New
Beginning.

give

give sb the creeps/willies informal

to make you feel frightened snd anxious,

especially when there is no real reason

for this » This old house gites me the

creeps. * I've never lLiked spiders - they

give me the willles.

Don't give me that! informal
something that you say when vou do not
believe an explanation that someone has
given you e Don't give me that! I saw you
with him, Karen - I drove right past you!

I'll glve vou what for! irformaol
something that you say when you are
very angry with someone and intend to



punish them = I'll give you what for,
young lady. coming home at 2 o'clock in
the marning!

give-and-take

a give-and-take American
a conversation In which people give their
opinions and listen to those of other
people ® The candidates entered into o
Huely give-ond-take.

given

given half atthe chance nforma!l
if someone would do something given
half a chance, they would certainly do it
if they had the opportunity « He'd steal
Srom his ewn grandmother, given half the
chance. = Given half a chance I'd leave
this job today:

glad

yvour glad rags old-fashioned
the clothes that you wear when you are
going somewhere special » Put your glad
ragson, we're going to a party

glve sb the glad eye Eritish & Australian,
old-fashioned
to look at someone in a way that makes it
obvious that you are sexually attracted to
them = I think you have an admirer. Thas
man in the corner is giving you the glad
eye.

glamour

a glamour girlipuss British & Australian

a glamor girllpuss American & Australian
a sexually attractive woman who 15 very
interested in her clotkes and appearance
* FHis nome was always linked to some
glamor girl » J think she sees herself asa
bit of ¢ glemour puss with her high heels
and her blonde hair:

glass

a glass ceiling
the ¢pinions of people in a company
which prevent women from getting such
important positions as men e« The
problem for women in broadeasting is the
glass ceiling. Women rise but not to the top.

glory

sh's/sth’s glory days
a time in the past when someone or
something was very successful « The
book focusses on the glory days of the jozz
scene In the early 1940's and 1950°'s,

glove

fit (sb) like aglove <
if a piece of clothing fits someone like a
glove, it fits their body perfectly « 3fy new
jeans contain Lycra so they fif like a glove.

gloves

the gloves are off ii/ormal
if the gloves are off in an argument or
competition, the people involved have
started to argue or compete in a more
determined or unpleasant way » She gave
a second Interview later that year but this
time the gloves twere off Her ex-boss, she
said, was ‘a »yrant and a fraud .

glutton

a glutton for punishment humorous
someone who seems to like working hard
or doing things that most people would
find unpleasant o So as well as & full-time
Job and a farnily to look afier; she's started
taking an evening class. She’s a glutton
Sor punishment. that woman.

gnashing

gnashing of teeth humorous
angry complaining « There was much
gnashing of teeth over his omission in the
England squad.

go

go to show (sth)
if an evant or situation goes to show
something, it proves that it is true
« (never in continuous tenscs; usually +
that) There are more women in
parliament now than ever before. It just
goes to show that things are changing.
e (often + questlon word) The painting



goat

was gone for a week before anyone noticed,
which only goes to show how unobservant
people are.

be on the go fijjormal
to be very busy and active » /'ve been on
the go all morning and I'm exhausted,

have sth on the go British & Australian
i you have something on the go, It is
happening or being produced now = She's
got tieo films on the go, but still finds time
to spend every weekend with her fumily.

have a go atsb

1 British & Australioan, informal to
criticizge somoeone angrily = She had a go
at me over breakfost this morning - she
said I wasn't doing my share of the
housework.

2 Britsh & Australlan, informal 1o attack
someone physically = A couple of kids
had a go at him as he was leaving schoot,

it’s all go. Brirish & Australian
something that you say when vou are
very busy or when lots of things are
happening arcound you » ['ve got an howr
to do the shopping before I pick the
children up from school. It's all go, I tell
you. = It was all go in the offiee this
morning, the phone never stopped ringing.

make a go of sth

1 informal if two people who are in a
romantic relationship make a go of it
they trv to make thar rclationship
succeed » Wedeclded fo try and make a go
of it for the sake of thechildren.

2 informal to try to make something
succeed, usually by working hard » Fe’s
determined to make a goof the bookshop.

goat

act/play the goat informal
to behave m a silly way sometimes in
order o make people laugh » Insecure
and lonely. he resoried to acting the geat to
get people’s attention.

get your goat British, American &
Australian, informal

get on vour goat Australian, informal
to annoy you = it really gets my goat when
pecple pusk past without saying "Excuse
me" = The kid never stops whingeing — he
really gets on my goat.
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God

God rest her/his soul. old-fashioned
something that you say when you are
talking about someone who is dead, to
show that you respect them e My old
Jather - God rest his soul - now he could
drink a pint or two.

play God
to behave as if you have the right to make
very important decisions that scriously
affect other people’s lives « Genetic
engineers claim that most countries have
already put legislation in place that will
stop them from playing God.

think vou are God's gift to women
humoroits
if a man thinks he is God's gift ro women,
he thinks he is extremely atiractive and
that all women love him » He's the most

arrogant man I've ever met and he thinks
he’s Cod s gift to women, » Oh for govdness

sake, yous really think you're God’s gifl to
women, don't you!

God-given

a God-given right
if someone thinks they have a God-given
right to do something. they think they
should be allowed to do it even if other
people do not like it » (often + to do sth)
He seems to think he has a God-glven right
to tell us all what to do.

go-getter

a go-getter
someone who has a lot of energy and
confidence snd wants t0 succeed o
remember him as a real go-getter -
someone who you Enew would reach the
ton of whatever profiession he chose,

goggle-box

the goggle-box British & Australian. old-
fashioned
the television ¢ There are pienty of good
shows on the gogele box af the moment.

going

be going spare British & Australian
if something is going spare, yvou can have
it because no one else wants it « ‘Do you
want some more cheesecake?” Yes, if it's
going spare.’
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have a lot going for you
to have many pood gualities or
advantages that will mske it easier for
vou to succeed « She's boind to find a job.
She's pot such a lot gotng Jor her
oreosiTE nol have much going for you
= Poor thing she hasn't got much going for
her really. She's neither clever nor
atractive.

have something going with sb informal

have a thing going with sb informal
if wvou have something going with
someone, vou are having a scxual
relationship with them = She had
something going with a guy on the stgf)
e Larry’s obviously had a thing going
with her for several months now.

like it's going out of fashion iformal
if you use something like it's going our of
fashion, vou use large amounts of it very
quickly « Emma spends money like Ii’s
going out of fashion.

when the going gets rough/tough
when a situation becomes difficult or
unpleusant » I run the farm on my own,
but a local boy helps me out when the
going gets tough.
if the going gets rough/tough » i'm
spending Christmas with my family, but if
the going gets tough I'might escape back to
London.

while the going is good yformal
i you do something while the going is
good, you do it while it is still easy 1o do
» If you are unsure about marrying him,
get out now while the going is good.

gold

a gold digger old-fashioned
A woman who has relationships with rich
men so that they will give her money
= I'm not saying she's a gold digger, bt
how come all her boyfricnds have been
rich?

All that glistens/glitters is not gold.
Brivish, American & Australlon

All that glisters is not gold. Brirish,
literary
something that you say to warn someone
that sometimes people or things that
appear stiractive have po real value

= This film has an oll-star cast, but al
that glisters ts not gold. It fails because of
its weak story.

like gold dust British & Australian

like gold American
if things or people are like gold dust, they
are difficult to get because a lot of people
want them » Tickets for the Ousis concert
were like gold dust. We were really lucky to
get them, « Skilled workers are like gold in
the engineering industry.

strike gold Informal .

1 to become rich » Some investors have
struck gold investing in airlings.

2 to win a gold medal (= a round piece of
metal given as & prize) in a sports
competition « Not stnce the 1964 Olymples,
when Ann Packer and Mary Rand struck
gold have women's expectations been so
high,

golden

golden handcuffs
financial arrangements given by a
company to an important employee in
order o influence them to stay with the
company » Share options are offered to top
executives as golden handeuffs.

a golden boy/girl
soineone who is suecessful and admired
o {ofien 1 of) Henman is the goiden boy of
British mmitmismsag,

a golden handshake v o
a Jarge sum of moncy which is given to
someone when they leave a company
especially if they are forced toleave» The
manager gol early retirement and o
E600,000 polden handshake when the
company was restructured.

a golden oldie
arecord that was very pepular in the past
and that people still know and like today
« I listen 10 the Sundoy morning show
when they play all the golden oldies.

a golden parachute
if an Important manager in 8 company
has a goiden parashute, the company
pgrees to give them s very large sum of
money if they lose their job « He insisted
on a substantial golden parachule as part
of the package before taking up the post.
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gone

gone for a burton British, old fashioned
to be broken, spolled or dead » There's our
Quiet evéning gone for a burton!

be gone on sb informal
to be very attracted to someone » Sue's
really gone on this new boyfrtend of hers.

good

good and proper informal
if someone does something good and
proper. they do it completely and with a
1ot of force » He warned me off good and
proper after I kissod his girlfriend.

Good riddance (to bad rubbish)!
informal
an impolite way of saying that you are
pleased someone has left « Good
riddance! I hope she never comes back.

a good egg old-fashioned, knmorows
a person with good qualities such as
kindness ¢ He's a good egg, your brother -
he vistred me every day while Ioas ili.

a good Samaritan

someone who tries to help people who
have problams #£> This phrase comes
from a storv in the Bible where a
Samaritan man helped someone who was
injured even though others would not
help him. * He's such a good Samaritan.
He used to go shopping for my gran when
she was il

the good old days
if you talk sbout the good old days, you
1ean a time in the past when you believe
life was better » [ wish my grandma
would stop going on about the good old
days. = In the good old days, we used to
tell stories round the fire.

Allin good time.
something that you say to tell someone to
be patient becausce the thing they are
eager for will happen when the time 1s
right » ‘Can we open our presents now?
All in good time. Lel's wail (il Daddy
comes."

be as good as your word
to keep a promise = Jack sald he would
call and he woas as good as his word.

be as good as gold
if a child 1s as good as gold. they behave
very well » The children were as good as
Rold today.

be as good as new
if something is as good as new, it has
either been kept In the same good
condition as when it was new, or repalred
s0 that it is as good as it was then » The
extertor of the bullding has been restored
and it now fooks as good as new:

be in good company
to have done or experienced something
bad which someone who people admire
has also done or experienced = Don
worry, Einstein did boadly af school, so
you're in good company.

be on to a good thing informal
to be in a pleasant or successful situation
o My wife does ail the housework and
cooking.” *You're on 1o a good thing there!’
= (often + with) He's on to a good thing
with this chayffeur service he runs.
if something is too good to be true, you do
not believe it can really be as good as It
seems « The job turned out 1o be really
boring. I knew it was too good to be true.

be up to no good informal
if someone is up to no good, they are
doing something bad « She thinks her
husband has been up to no good because
she found long blonde hatrs on his jacket.

for good British, American & Australian,
informal

for good and all American, informal
forever o I'm leaving for good this time.

for good measure
if you do something or add something for
good measure, vou do it or add it in
addition to something else » In foday’s
programme we have a full report on
today’s top football marches, with some
cricket and athietics thrown In for good
measure. » | swept the floor and polished
the table, and than, for good measure, I
cleaned the windows.
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have a good head on vour shoulders

to be clever » You can trust Lavra with the
money — she'’s got a good head on her
shoulders.

have a good mind to do sth informai

if you say you have a good mind to do
something, especially to punish someone,
vou mean that you vaould like to do it. and
might do it, although you prohahly will
not = [ have a good mind to report you to
the headmaster for pleving ruani

have had a good innings British &
Australian

to have had a long and active life or a long
and successiul period of time i a job
£5In erlcket, the innings is the time
when one tcam or plaver is battmg
(= hitting the ball). = I've had a good
innings but my old heart is very weak notwe
» He's had a good innings as cub
presidant.

have it on good authority

to belleve that a plece of information is
true because you trust the person who
told you « {often + that) I have it on good
authority that we're about fo be given a
pay increase.

hold good

if a statement holds good for something
or someone, it is true of thar thing or
person « {often - for) The saying ‘good
things come in small packages' holds good
Jor this excellent miniature TV set. » It
looks as though my predictions for snot) at
Christmas arv holding good.

if sb knows what's good for them

if wvou s=ay that someone will do
something if they know what's good for
them, vou mean that they should rlo that
thing or else something bad might
happen to them » You'll obey my orders if
you know what's good for you.

make (it) good American & Australion

to become successful or to achieve
something vou want » The film's main
character 1sa poor Mexican boy who made

good

it good in Chicago. = He'll make good,
you'll see. He works hard and knotwos what
he’s after,

make good on sth American &
Australian, informal
to give back money that vou owe
someone, or to keep a promise to do
something « I want (o make good on that
loan 1 got from Joan. « Tom made good on
his promtise to palnt the Huing room.

put in a good word for sb [nformal X
ta try to halp someone achieve something
by saying gond things about them to
someone with influence * {(sometimes +
with) I'm applying for a job in your office.
Conld you put in a good word for me with
your boss?

stand sb in good stead
if an experience, & skill, or a
qualification will stand you in good
stead, it will be useful in the future « She
hoped that being editor of the school
magazine would stand ker in good stead
for acareer in journalism later on.

take sth In good part British
if you take criticism or jokes in good
part, vou are not upset or annoyved by
them * His friends used to call him "Big
Ears’ but he took it all in good part.

throw good money after bad
to spend more and more money on
something that will never be successful
o Investors in the profect began to pull out
as they realised they were simply throwing
good money after bad.

too much of a good thing
if you have too much of a good thing,
something pleasant becoines unpleasant
bocause you have too much of i » 7 felr
sick after 1'd eaten all those chocolates.
You can have 100 much of a good thing.
o All this attention she's getting could
prove to be too much of a good thing.

turn/use sth to good account formai
to use something to produce good results
« Ska turned her natural curiosity to pood
account by hecoming a detective.

You can‘t keep a good manfwoman
down. humorous
something that you say which means that
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a person with a strong chavacter will
always succeed, cven if they have a lot of
problems ¢ When they sacked her she
simply set up a rival company of her own.
You can’t keep a good woman down.

goodbye

kiss/say/wave goodbye to sth
if you sav goodbye to something, you
accept that you will not have it any more
or that you will not get it » You can say
goodbye to your £10. Tom never repays his
debits.

good-for-nothing

a good-for-nothing
& person, usually 8 man. who 18 lazy and
does not do anything useful » That man is
acrook and a goodfor-nothing.
good-for-nothing ¢ Where's that good-
Sor-nothing husband of mine?

goods

vour goods and chattels formal
all the things that belong to you £> This
is an old legal phrase, » Jim arvived af the
Slat with ali his goods and chattels packed

into two shopping bags.

deliver the goods informal

come up with the goods informal
If someone or something delivers the
goods, they do what people hope they will
do » So far the team's new player has
failed to delwer the goods. He hasn't
scored in Ris first five games.

goody-goody

a goody-goody
someone who tries too hard to please
people In authority, especlally teachers
or parents » Sandra’s a real goody-goody -
always doing extra homework and
arriving early to lessons.

goose

cook sb's goose informal
if you cook someone’s goose, vou do
something that spoils their plans and
prevents them from  succeeding
e Disgruntled employees  cooked

Blackledge's goose by leaking private
docurmnents to the press.

kil the goose that lays the golden egg
to destroy something that makes a lot of
money = If you sell your shares now, you
could be killing the goose that lays the
golden egg.

What's sauce for the goose (is sauce for
the gander). British, American &
Australian, old-fashioned

What's good for the goose (is good for
the gander). American & Australian,
old-fashioned
something that you say to suggest that if
a particular type of behaviour is
acceptable for one person, it should also
be acceptable for another person o [f
your husband can go out with his friends,
then swrely you can go oul with yours
What's sauce for the goose is sauce for the
gander:

gooseberry

play gooseberry British, humorous
to be with two people who are having &
romantic relationship and who would
profer o be alone  Yes, thank you, I'd
fove to go Lo the cinema, i you two are sure
you don’'t mind me playing gooseberry.

Gordian

a Gordlan knot formal

a difficult problem £>1In an old story
King Gordius of Phrygia tled a
complicated knot which no one could
make loose, until Alexander the Great
cut it with his sword.  Homelessness in
the inner citles has become a real Gordlan
knot,

cut the Gordlan knot to deal with a
difficult problem in a strong, simple and
effective way <« There was so much
Jighting between staff, she decided to cut
the Gordian knot and sack them all.

Gordon Bennett

Gordon Bennett! British, old-fashioned
something thst vou say when you are
surprised, shocked, or angry £ This
phrase was originally ssid in order to
avoid saying 'God’. » Gordon Bennett! The
morigage rate’s gone up agaln?
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gory -

the gory details humorous ;‘
the interesting details shout an event » [
héar you went atpay with Stuart, I want to
hear all the gory details.

gospel

tho gospel truth X
the complete truth o [ didn't touch your
stereo, and that's the gospel truth,

accept/take sth as gospel (truth)
to believe that something is completely
ouc = You shouldn't accept as gospel
everything you recd in the newspapers.

grab

a grab bag American & Australian
a mixture of different types of things
= (often + of) Airlines are offering a grab
bag of discounts, alr miles and car rentals
10 attract customers.

grabs

up for grabs informal >
if something i& up for grabs, it Is
available to anyone who wants to
compete for it « We've got $1000 up for
grabs in our new quiz. All you have to do
is call this number

grace

fall from grace
to do something bad which makes people
in authority stop liking vou or admiring
you = When a celebrity falls from grace,
they can find it very difficuit to get work in
television.

a fall from grace » He used o be one of
the president’s closest aduvisers before his
fall from grace.

There but for the grace of God (go I).
something that you say which maans
something bad that has happened to
someona clse could have happened to you
= When you hear about all these people
who've lost all this money, you can't help
thinking there but for the grace of God
£o L

grade

make the grade
to succeed at something, usually because
your skills are good enough e (often

granted

negative) He wanded to get into medical
school but he fatled to make the grade.

grain

agrainof truth
a small amount of truth « There’sa grain
of truth in what she says but it's greatly
exaggerated.

grand

the grand old man of sth Aumaorous
A man who has been Involved in a
particular activity for a long time and is
known and respected by a lot of people
e It was in this play that he formed a
double act with that other grand old man
of the Bertin theatre, Bernhard Minetti.

grandmother

teach your grandmother to suck eggs
British & Australian
to give advice to someone about a subject
that they already know more about than
you * You're teaching your grandmaother
to suck eggs. Ted. I've been playing this
game since beforeyou were born!

granted

take sth for granted
to expect something to be available all the
time and forget that you are lucky to have
it » We take so marty things for granted in
this country - like having hot waler
whenever we need It

take it for granted
to helieve that something Is true without
first thinking about it or making surc
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that it is true  (usually + that) I 'd always
seen them togerther and just took if for
granted that they were married.

grapevine

hear sth on/through the grapevine
to hear news from sumeone who heard
the news from someone else = (usually +
that) I heard on the grapevine that she
was pregnant, but I don't know anything
more.

grass

a grass widow Jiumorous
& woman who spends a lot of time apart
from her hushand, often because he s
worklng in another place « ‘I henr Steve’s
in Florida again.’ “Yes, I've become a grass
widow ever since he's had this new job.

The grass is always greener (on the
other side of the fence).
something that you say which means that
other people always seem to be in a better
sltuation than you, although they may
not be » And when I haven't been out for a
while I start to envy Miriam with her great
social life. Oh well, the grass Is always
greener.

the grass roots =
the ordinary people in a society or
political organization and not the leaders
= {ofien + of) The feeling among the grass
roots of the party is that the leaders aren’t
radical enough.
grass-roots » (always beforc noun) He's
popular enough within the leadership
but he doesn't hove much prassroots
Support.

not let the grass grow under your feet
to not waste time by delaying doing
something » We can't let the grass grow
under our feel — we've really goi to get
going with this project.

grave

dig your own grave .
to do something stupid that will cause
problems for you in the future » He'’s diug
hils own grave really If he'd been a bit
more cooperative in the first place they
might stifl empioy him,
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turn in your grave British, American &
Australian

turn overi/spin in Your grave American
if you say that a dead person would turn
in their grave, you mean thst they would
be very angry or upset shout something
if they knew « She'd turn In her grave {f
she knew wha! he was spending his
inheritance on.

graveyard

the graveyard shift
a period of time late at night, when
people have to work, often in hospitals or
factories » I'm working the graveyard
shift this week,

gravy

the gravy train -~
an activity from which people make a lot
of money very quickly and easily = A lof
of people thought they'd get on the gravy
frain in the eighties and make some money
ot of property,

greased

like greased lightning old-fashioned
if somecone does something like greased
lightning, they do it very quickly o [
mentloned work and he was out of the
room like greased Highening.

greasy

a greasy spoon informal
a small, cheap restaurant which mainly
serves fried food of a low quality
e There's a greasy spoon on the corner of
his street where he usually has breakfast.

the greasy pole Brifish & Australion
the attempt to kmprove your position at
work = His ascernt up the greasy pole of
academic advancament was remarkably
quick,

great

Great minds (think alike). humorows
something that vou say when someone
else has rthe same idea as you or makes
the same suggestion s “Wiy don'? we toke
a walk before dinner? 'l was just going to
suay the sume thing.' AR, great minds think
alike.'
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the great and the good humorons
important people o The mone toward o
more demmocratic  stafe will nmot be
untversatl)y welcomed by the great and the
good.

be going great guns
to be doing something very successfully
and quickly « I know he hed a lttle
diflculty at the start of thecourse but Rhe's
golng great guns now:

be no great shakes [nformal
to not be very good at doing something
o [le was a very creative chef but no great
shakes on the management side of
brsiness.

Greek

It's all Greek to me. informal
something that you say when you do not
understand something that is written
or said 2> This phrase comes from
Shakespcare's play, Julins Caesar. » I'ie
trizd reading the manual but it's all Greek
e me.

be green about/around the gills
hunorous
to look ill, as if you are going to vomit
» He was out drinking last night, was he? I
thought he tooked a bit green about the
gills thrs morming

be green withenvy
towish very much that you had something
that another person has » Sharon's going
off to the south of France for three weeks
and we'reall green with eniy

glve sbi/sth the green light -
to give permission for someohe to do
something or for something to happen
» (often + to do sth) They'tve just been
given the green light to build two new
supermarkets in the region. = {often + to)
The local prefect has given the green light
to thedam at Serre de la Fare.
get the green light = (cficn — from) As
soon as we get the green light from the
council we'll start building

have green fingers British & Australian

have a green thumb American
to be good at keeping plants healthy and

grief

making them grow = I'rn afroid I don’t
haue green fingers. T've killed every plant
I'ce ever owned. » I was just admiring
your beautiful plants, Helen. You must
havea green thumb.

green-fingeored EBritish & Australian
graen-thumbed American o Theret
plenty of rainfall from winter through to
early spring, which makes it popular with
greenfinpered pardeners.

greener pastures
a better or more exciting job or place = 4
lot of scientists ave seeking greener
pastures abroad becatse of the scarcity of
opportunities at home.

green-eyed

the green-eyed monster fiumorous
the fealing of being jealous « Do you think
feis criticisms of Jock are valid or s it just
i case of the green-eyed monster?

grey

grey matter British & Australian, .
humorous

gray matter American, humorous
your intelligence = If's an enteriaining
film but it doesn't exacily stimulate the old
grey matter

a grey area British & Australian

a gray area American
a subject or problem that people do not
know how to deal with because there are
no clear rules « The legal difference
between neglicence and recklessness is a
bit of a greyarea.

grief

come to grief
to suddenly fail in what you are doing,
often because you have an accident = The
Ttalian champion was in second position
when hecameto grief on the third lap.

N\

glve sh grief informal .~
to criticize someone angrily « Don't give
meany grief — I've done all I can!
get grief informal « 've boen getting a
load of grigf off Julie because I carme
fiome late last night.
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grim

the Grim Reaper literary }\t
death £5 Death s sometimes thought of
as an old man with a large curved tool for
cutting crops. « When the Grim Reaper
comes for you, here’s no escaping.

hang/hold on like grim death British &
Australion. informal
to hold something very tightly usually
because vou are frightened that vou will
fall « Darren alivays drives the bike and I
8it behind him, hanging on like grim
death.

agrin like a Cheshire cat

a very wide smile #£> The Cheshire cat is
a character in Lewls Carroll’s book Alflee
in Vonderland and 1s famous for its big
smile. » [ jus! presumed he'd got the job
because he walked in heve with a grin like
a Cheshire cat.

grin like a Cheshire cat + (usually in
continuous tenses) What fave you got to
ook so happy about, walking round here
grinning like a Cheshire cat?

grind )

grind to a halt/standstill
if an organization, system, or process
grinds to a halt, it stops working, usually
because of a preblem « IF fhe complcter
network croshed, the whole office would
grind toq halt,

grip

be in the grip of sth
1o be experiencing something unpleasant
that you have no contral over = The
country is currently in the grip of the
toorst recession for ttenéy years.

get agrip {on yourself) .
to make an effort to control your
emotlons and behave more egimly « Come
on, gel o grip, we've got an important
meeting In five minutes. » I just think he
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cught to get a grip on himself — he's
behaving like a child.
keep a grip on yoursell » [ eas 50 angry
Toowid have hit him —Ireally had te keep a
&rip on myself

hawve a grip on sth
to have contrnl over something
o Certainly in the first half England
ditlni seem o have a grip on the game,

lose your grip
to lose your ability to control or deal with
a situation » He was fosing his grip at
work and knew u was dine to retire
= {often ~ on} f£ suggests that the ruling
party is losing fts prip on the middie
tlasses in some of the bigger cities.

grist

(all) grist to the mill British, American &
Australian

grist for your mill American
something that you can use In order to
help you to succeed = As an actor, all
experience is grisi (o the mill,

groove

be (stuck) in a groove
to feel bored because you are dolng the
same things that vou have done for a long
time » W never do anything exciting any
more — Wwe soam (o be SIck in ¢ grocuve.

be in the groove
to be lhaving a very successful period
= The early nineties were difficult for
Carlton but he's buck in the groove again
with a new hit serics,

ground

be thin on the ground Brizish &
Australian
if things or people are thin on the
ground, there are not many of them
« Bears are getiing rather thin on the
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and weni to ground in France for a few
monthe.

hit the ground running malnly Amerfcan
to immediately work very hard and
successfully at a new activity » If elected,
they promise to hit the ground running in

ground In European foresis. » I get the
impression werk Is a Bit thin on the
ground at the moment.
orrosite be thick on the ground Brifish
& Australian « Traditional English pubs
are thick on the ground in this area,

cut the ground from under shist’s feet thetr first few weeks of oflce.

to make someone or their ideas seem less dista
good. especially by doing something ?:L reﬂ: ; ]’::wc:;:r

your opinions or
before them or better tha them « The behaviour, even if other people try to
opposition clained 10day'SSpeech oS Gl gorep you to do this » The union stood its
:’r::"":;” cut the ground from: under ground in negotiations despite pressure by

=

management fo accept a pay cut.

2 to refuse to move backwards, especially
when you are belng attacked « The small,
poorly armed band of guerrillas stood
their ground against an overwhelming
attacking force.

on dangérous ground

drive/run/work voursell inte the ground
to wark so hard that you become very
tired or ill « He'll run himself Into the
ground if he doesr’t take sume time off

gain ground
if & political party or a belief gains

ground, it becomes more popular or
accepted + (often in continuous tenses)
The Republicans are gaining ground in
the southern states.

orposiTe lose ground = (oflon + to) Recent
polls suggest that the government s fast
fosing ground to the opposition.

get (sth) off the ground -

if a plan or activity gets off the ground or
you get it off the ground, it starts or
suceeeds » The scheme should get off the
ground towards thecnd of thisyear=A lot
more public spending will be reguired to
ge! this project off the ground.

get in on the ground floor

to become lnvolved in something from
the beginning « It is potenticlly a very
lucrative market and those who get in on
the ground floor might well make a
Jortune,

give ground

to change vour opinions or your démands
in a discussion or argument s0 that it
becomes easier to make an agreement
s The dispute Is sel to conlinue for some
time as neither side seemns witling to give
Rround

go to ground
to hide e (usually + ady/prep) She found
the constant media attentton Intolerable

if you are on dangerolls ground, you are
talking about & sulject which might
upset or offend people « The aurthor is on
dangerous ground when he starls
criticizing modern women’s [Heeralure.
» She s:nsed she wos treading on
dangerocus ground when her father
began to look rather annoyed.

oerosiTe on safe ground « You'll be on
safe ground I you ask him about his
childhood.

prepare the ground

if you prepare the ground for an activity
or a sltuation, you do something that will
help it te happen » (usually + for) The
leaders of both countries are preparing
the ground for negoligtions which moy
lead to peace.

run sb to ground Brifish & Australion

to find someone after searching for a long
time  Chinese detectives ran him io

ground Ir. a Shanghal night club.

run sth into the ground

to treat something so badly or use
something $0 much that you destroy itef
lvaned her my car for 6 months and she
ran it into the ground,

run into the ground Arifish & Australian

if something such as an activity or a plan
runs Into the ground, it falls = The talks
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ran into the ground because the ceasefire
was broken.

shift yvour ground
if you shift your ground in an argument
or a discussion. you start to exprsss a
different opinion e He’s impossiblc to
argue with because he keeps shifting his
ground.

sb's stamping/stomping ground
a place where you regularly spend a lot of
time * I spent an afternoon in Camden, my
old stomping ground.

wish the ground would swallow you up
to wish that you could disappear because
you fecl very embarrassed » Everyone in
the room toas staring ar me and T stood
there wishing the ground would swallow

e up,

groves

the groves of academe formal
universities or education « After a year's
travelling in South Amerlca, Jock
returned Lo the groves of academne to teach
Spanish at Cambridge.

growing

growing pains <
the prublems or difficulties of a new
organization or activity = Even highly
successfl  businesses  will  have
expertenced growing pains in the early
days.

grudge

bear a grudge
to continue 1o feel angry or not friendly
towards someone who has done
something to upset you in the past ¢ She
got the job I applied for, but I'm not one to
bear a grudge, » (somoctimes + against)
He still bears a grudge against her
herause she refused o go oul with him

years ago.
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grurrt

grunt work American, rformal
hard work that is not very interesting
» Her job was nothing glamorous - a lot of
Erunt work drafting agreements for others
to sign.

guard

be on (your) guard
to be careful to avoid being tricked or
getting into a dangerous situation » I feel
I have to be or: my guard with her because
she’s always trying to get information out
of me. =(often + against) Shop assistanis
must olways be on guord ogainst
shoplifters. ‘

catch/take sb off guard
to surprise someone by doing or saying
something they were not expecting = One
of the larger atrlines cought its rivals off
Ruard yesterday by suddenly announcing
a cut in fares, » When they asked me to
babysit, I was taken off guard and found
myself agreeing fo it

drop/flower your guard
to stop being careful to avoid danger or
difficulty o Once he knew I wasn't a
Jowrnalist, he dropped his guard and even
let me take a photograph of him.

guess

be anybody’s guess X
if a piece of informstion is anybody’s
guess, no one knows it = Why Becky lgft is
anybody’s guess. » ‘So what'’s going to
happen now? "That's anybody’s guess.’

Your guess is as good as mine. informal
something that you say when vou do not
know the answer 1o a question « “How
tong do you think this job will take?" "Your
guessisasgoodas mine.”

guessing

keep sb guessing
if vou keep someone guessing, you do not
tell them what you are going to do or
what will happen next » The clever ard
complex plot kept the audience guessing
right up to the superd final twist,

guest
Be my guest.
something that you say in order to give
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someone permission to do something
* ‘Can I use your toilet, please? ‘Be my
guest”

guiding

a guiding light/spirit
someone who influences a person or
group and shows them bhow to do
something successfully » She was the
Jounder of the compary and for forty
years lts guiding light.

guilt "

a guilt trip informal
a strong feeling of gullt » ' on a guilt
trip abowt not visiting my parents ofien
enough.

send sb on a gullt trip Gritsh, informal

lay/put a guilt trip on sb American,
informal
to make someone feel very guilty  I'm
tired of environmerttalists who put a guilt
trip on the rest of 15 for causing pollution
with our life styles, » She's senit meon a
Ruilt trip about my treatment of Steven.

guinea

gun

be under the gun mainly American
to feel anxious because you have to do
something by a particular time or in a
particular way » Al's under the gun to
decide by the end of the month whether to
move with his company,

hold/put a gun to sb's head
10 use threets to force someone to do what
you want  Management are holding a
gun to our heads. If we don't behave we'll
lose our jobs.

Jump the gun ¢
w do something too soon, especially
withont thinking carefully about it £ If
someone running In a vace jumps the
gun, they start running before the gun
has been fired to start the race. = He
shouted at me before I had time to explain,

guns

but later he apologised for jumping the
gun.

gunboat

gunboat diplomacy
if a country uses gunboat diplomacy; it
uses the threat of military force to make
another country obey it * Gunboat
diplomacy is adangerous option intheage
of nuclear weapons.

gung-ho

gung-ho informal
too eager to do something. often without
thinking about the risks involved in a
situation » Our new salesman s rather
gung-ho. = i'm not sure I approve of my
bank's gung-ho approach to lending.
be gung-ho aboutffor sth Americon,
informal very interested in or excited by
something » He's been gung-ho for football
ever since he played in high school.

gunning

be gunning for sb

1 informal to ty to harm or defeat
someone » The coach has been gunning
Sor me from the day I joined the team,

2 informal to support someone = Which side
will you be gunning for in the elections?

spike sb's guns
to spoil someone’s plans £5 In the past,
soldiers put spikes (= thin. polnted pleces
of metal) into their enemics’ guns 1n
order to stop them working. = The African
runner spiked her guns, overtaking her in
the final minute,




gunwales

with (vour) guns blazing

all guns blazing
if you do something, especlally argue,
with guns blazing, you dc it with a lot of
force and energy = The boy's mother
arrived at the school, all guns blazing,
Jfurious that her son had been susperuded,

gunwales

to the gunwales old-fashioned
If something is filled to the gunwales, It
is very full £> A gunwale is the top part
of the side of a boat. » The room was
packed to the gunwales with food and
crates of wine.

gut

a gut feeling
a feeling that you are certain is right,
even If you cannot explain why My gt
feeling was that she was ing.

agutreaction
a reaction that is based on your immediate
feclings about someone or something
o When a tragedy like this happens, I think
people’s gut reaction is anger and a desire
tofind someone to blame.

bust a gut informal
to work very hard or to make a big effort
to achieve something I really bust a gut
to get that report finkshed cn time.

bust a gut (laughing) fnformal
to laugh a lot » I bust a gut laughing at his
imitation of the Queen.

gut-bucket
a gut-bucket in/ormal
someone who is very fat » She introduced
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me to her son who was a real put-bucket
with tatrocs all over his arms,

guts

hate sh’'s guts informal
to hate somepne o I hate his guts for
treating my sister so badiy

have your guts for garters British,
informal
if you say that you will have someones
guts for garters, you mean that you
intend to punish them very severely » [f' I
catch you smoking again I'll have your
guts for garters.

slog/sweat/work your guts out informal
to work very hard or to use a lot of effort
o do somecthing < You've got this
wonderful man slogging s guts out for
you, anid all you do ks eriticize him! « Afer
working his glts oud at the gym, he spollt
It all by going straight to the pub,

spill your guts American & Australian,
informal
to tcll somconc all about yourself,
especially your problems = Why do people
take part in these shows and spill their
guts on camera In front of a studio
cudlence?

gutser

come a gutser

1 Australian, informeal wo fall while you are
walking or running I was in o rush,
tripped and came o gutser on the step.

2 Australian, informal to fail at something
» Paul’s too confident for his own good, 1

hope he doesn't come a gulser



habit

kick the hablt informal
to stop doing something that Is difficult
to stop doing, especially taking drugs,
smoking, or drinking alcohol e No coffee
Jor me, thanks. I'm trying to kick the habit.
» ‘Dows she still smoke?" ‘No, she kicked the
habit a couple of yearsago.

Why break the habit of a lifetime?
By itish & Australion, humorous
something that you sav which means that
you do not believe thet someone will stop
doing something bad that they have done
all their llves = °F must stop writing my
exsays the night before the deadline.' "Why
break the habit of a lifetime?

hackles

raise (sb's) hackles

make (sh's) hackles rise
to annoy someone £5 Hackles are the
hairs on the back of a dog’s neck which
stand up when it is angry » The
politician’s frank interview may have
reised hackles in his party. » The movie’s
pro-war messege maode many people’s
hacklesrise.
sb’s hackles rise » Shespoketomeasif I
was about thirreen and I felt my hackles
rise.

had

have had it

1 informatl if you say that if something
happens, someone has had it, you mean
that they will die or they will fail in what
they are trving to do » When they run out
of ammunrition, they've had it. » The
course is hard, and if you can't face thatr
Jact, youi"ve had 11,

2 informal to be tired or bored with what
you are doing and decide to stop it « {'ve
had it for today, Let’s go home.

F
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hair

3 informal if something has had it, it is so
damaged it cannot be repaired » 7 think
this washing machine’s had it

have had it (up to here) informal
to be so angrv about something that you
do not want to continue with it or even
think about it any more » I've had it!
From now on they can clear up thelr oun
mess, »{often + with) I've had it up o here
with lawyers!

hail-fellow-well-met

hail-fellow-well-met old fashiloned
a man who is hail-fellow - well-amet is very
friendly and pleasant, ofien in a way that
you do not trust = He was a hallfeliow
well-met sort of a man who'd greet you
with a big slap on the back.

hair

not a hair out of place
if someone does not have a hair our of
place, their appearance is very tidy o She
was immaculate as ever, rot a hair out of
place,

a hair shirt
if someone wears a hair shirt, they
choose to make their life unpleagant by
not having or experiencing anything that
gives them pleasure « [ don't think you
have to put on a hair shirt in order to be a
socialist,

the hair of the dog (that bit you)
an alcoholic drink that vou drink to cure
the pain in your head that was caused by
drinking too much alechol the night
before £> In the past people belleved that
if you were bitten by & crazy dog, the
injury could be made better by putting
hairs from the dog’s tail on it, » It was
early In the morning and Catherine
reached for her glass. "Halr of the dog?
asked Lee with a smile.

curl sb's hair American

make sb’s hair curl Amerlcan
to frighten ar shock someone « The scene
where the guy follews her into the
apartment curled my hair

got In sb's halr informal
to annoy somecne. especially by being
near them for a long period « Harry



hair-raising

usually keeps the hKids occupied so rhey
don't ges in my hair while I'm cooking.
orerosite out of sb's hair « [ don’l care
where she is now. She's owt of my hair and
that's all that matters. = I was hoping
James would take the kids to the park for a
couple of hours just to gat them out of my
hair. (= stop them annoyving me by
taking them away)

a hair's breadth
a very small distance or amount « Enemy
forces are within a hatr's breadth of the
clty. » We were o halr's breadth away from
pelting cought. (= we were almost caught)

harm a hair on sb's head
to hurt someone < (often negative) He
adores the girl - he wonldn't harm a hair
on her head.  [f he so much as harms a
halr on her head, I'won't be responsible for
my aclions.

let your halr down
to relax end enjoy yourself without
worrTying what other people will think
= Ji's nice tv lel your hair down ence ina
whileand go a bit wild.

make sb's halr stand on end
to make someone feel very frightened
¢ The thought of jumping out of an
acroplane makes wy hair stand on end.

put hair(s) on your chest hwnorous
if you say that food or drink wall put hair
on someone's chest, you in¢an that the
food will make them strong and healthy
or that the drink s very alechulic = Here,
have a swig of this. That should put hair
on your chest!

not turn a hair
to not show any emotion when you are
told something bad or when something
bad happens « [ was expecting her to be
Jurtous but she didn’t turn a hair.

hair-raising

hair-ralsing :
very frightening » Driving through the
mountalns was a hair-raising experfence.
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hairs

split hairs

to argue about whether delalls that are
not important are exactly correct » ‘She
varay three time what I earn,” Actuaily,
It’s more like two and & half” "Oh stop
splitting hairs?
hairsphtting = [ don't fuve oery much
patience with all this legal halrsplitting.

halcyon

the haicyon days literary
a very happy or successful period in the
past £ Halcvon days are two weeks of
good weather during the winter when the
days are the shortest In the year » (ofien
+ of) She recalled the halcyon days of
childhood. » That was in the halcyon days
of the 1980's when the cconomy was
booming.

hale

hale and hearty
an old person who is hale and hearty 1s
still very healthy and strong = At 77 he is
hale and hearty, gelting up at six every
morning to walk three miles.

half

not half British & Australian, informal
something that you say in order to
emphasize an opinion or astatement » He
didn’t half eat a lot. = She lsn't hall brave,
your sister:

Half a loaf is better than none.
something that you say which mveans it is
better to take what you are offered, even
if it is less than you wanted, hecause it is
better than nothing e I only gor half' the
salary rise I asked for, bua Itook it anyway
on the grounds that half o loaf Is better
than none.

not be half bad informal
if something is not half bad, it is good,
often better than you thought it would be
» Actually we had dinner there and it
wasn't half bad.

be half the battie {won)

1o be the most difficult puart of a process
so that once you have completed this
part, you have almost succeeded » When
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you're tratning a dog, getting it to trust
you is half the battle.

be half the [danceriwriter etc.] you used
to be
if you are half the dancer, writer etc. vou
used to be, you are much less good at
doing something than you used to be
* She's half the tennis-player she used to
be.

5b’s betteriother half oid fashioned
someone’s husband or wife or the person
with whom they have a romantic
relationship = [ should think 330 on
Wednesday twtll be fine but I'd better check
with my other half

have half a mind to do sth

1 something that you say to a child who you
are threatening with punishment  Jt's
the second time this month I've caught you
smoking. I've heelll a mind to report you to
your parents?!

2 if yon have half a mind to tell someone
something unpleasamt, you are very
seriously thinking about telling them
» l've half @ mind to tell her 1o rewrise
the whole report It°s so bad.

have half an ear on sth
to listen to something without giving it
all your actention ¢ [ had half an ear on
the radio as he was talking to me.
listen with half an ear « [ ({stened with
hall’ an ear as she explained what she'd
been doing.

have/keep half an eye on sth/sh
to warch something or someone without
giving them all your attention I had half
an oye on the TV while I was writing my
letter. » She kept half an eye on the kids all
through our conversation.
with half an eye on sth/sb » ] ate my
tunch with half an eye on the clock 1o
make sure { didn’t miss my train,

how the other half lives

how people who are much richer than
you live thelr lives o As the popularity of
such magazines testify, people are always
curious to see how the other half lives,
e ‘They spend tweo or three monihs of the
summan on a luxury yacht in the south of
France. ' "How the other half lives!”

half-cut

not know the half of it informal

have not heard the half of itl informal
if someone does not know the half of i,
they know that a situation is bad but they
do not know how bad it is » Tom's not
happy with the situation and he doesn't
even know the hall of it = 'I hear you're
having a few problems with the new guy "
A few problems? You haven't heard the
half of !

Not halfl British & Australian. Informal
something that you say whon you agree
sirongly with something thal has just
becn said or you arc keen 1o accepl an
offer » "Do you fancy a drink, then? ‘Not
haif™ = ‘He'sa nice-dooking bloke, isn't he?
“Not half?’

That was a [game/meal/walk etc.] and a
half! informal
something that you say about something
that was very surprising, very good, or
took a lot of time « That was a walk and a
haif’ I'mexhausted.

half-arsed
half-arsed Brifish, very informal
half-assed Americar. very iformal
a halfarsed attempt to do something
lacks energy and enthusiasm « | made a
holfarsed atempt (o0 write the
introductior: and then went back fo bed.

half-baked

half-baked /el
not thought about or planned carefully
* [t was just another half-baked scheme of
his - it was never gotng to work.

half-cock

go off at half-cock old-fashioned

go off half-cocked old-fashioned
to suddenly give your apinion without
preparing what you are saying or
understanding the subject you are
talking about, often because you are
angry » You don't listen. You just go off at
holf-cock without even hearing the end of
my sentence.

half-cut

be half-cut British & Australian, old-
Jashioned



half-dead

to boe drunk » He was hall-cue before he
even gol to the pardy.

half-dead

be half-dead [nformal

to be very tired » We've been walking ail
day and I'm half-dead,

half-hearted

half-hearted
a half-hearted attempt to do something
lacks effort and enthusissm » [ made a
half-hearted atternpt o start @
conversation with him and then gave up.
half-heartedly = A few people at the back
applauded half-heartedly.

half-mast

be at half-mast British, humorous
if someonc's trousers are at half-mast,
they are too short « His halr was dirty
and his trousers at half-mast.

halfway

a halfway house
something which combines the gualities
of two different things, often something
which is not as good as either of those
things on their own « {often + between)
It's sort of a halficay house betleen
classical music and pop.

meet <b halfway
to show that you really want to reach an
apievment o impouve your celativostip
with someonc by doing some of the
things that they ask you to » [ really want
this relationship, Simon, and [I'm
prepared to work at it but you have to meet
me Ralficay:

half-wit

a half-wit informal
a stupid person « Some half~wit had filled
the kettle too full end woter spilt out
everyihere.
half-witted = | hope she’s not bringing
that half-witted brother of hers.

halves _

not do anything/things by halves
if you do not do things by halves, vou
always make a lot of effort and do things
vary well « I didnt realise you were
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decorating the whole house! Ok, we don’t
do things by halves round here.’

ham-fisted

ham-fisted Sritish

ham-handed American

1 lacking skill with the hands » [ hoped you
weren't wotching my ham-fisted attempts
to get the ciake out of the tin.

2 lacking skill in the way that you deal
with people » The report criticizes the
ham-fisted way in which complaints are
dealt with.

hammer

be/go at it hammer and tongs informal
tedo something, especially to argue, with
a lot of energy or violence » You should
have heard last night's argument - they
were af it hammer and tongs till four
o'clock this morning.

come/go under the hammer
to be sold at an auction (= a public sale
where objects are bought by the people
who offer the most money) s FRorh
collections will come under the hammer
and are expected to make Lhm at Phillips'
in London next mondh,

hand

hand in glove British American &
Australian -

F'L'-n

hund and glove Americun
if one person or organization is working
hand in glove with another. they are
working together, often to do something
dishonest = It was rumoured at the time
that some of the gangs were working hand

hand over fist
if you make oy lose money hand over st
you meke or lose large amounts of if very
quickly » Business was good and we were
making money hand over fist.

The hand that rocks the cradie (rules
the world).
something that you say which means
women are very powerful because they
have most influence over the way in
which children develop into adults » The
article claimed that most of the world's
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dictators had very domineering mothers. they want to « I'm sure they don’t want to
You knotw what they soy. the hand that reduce the price but if you threaten fo pull
rocks the cradle. out of the sale that might force their hand.
beinhand et out ¢ Cengi o t -
il & plan or a situation is in hand, it Is
being dealt with » The arrangements for
the party are all in hand so we don't need
to worry about that.
have sth in hand » After days of rioting,
the troops now have the situalion in hand,
(= are dealing with the situation)
take cb/sth In hand to start to deal with
someone or somnething that is causing
problems « Thelr youngest child needs
taking in hand, if you ask me.

be on hand
to be near and ready if needed » EXtrd  go hand inhand >
supplies will be on hand, showdd they be if two things go hand in hand, they exist
needed together and are connected with each

have sb/sth on hand « (often + todo sth) other » (often + with) Crime usually goes
The new store has extra staff on hand to hand in hand with poor economic

help customers pack thelr shopping. conditions,

bite the hand that feeds you have a hand in sth
to treat someone badly who has helped to be involved in something » The party
you in some way, often someone who has was basically Kim's idea but I think Lisa
provided you with money » Leaving the  had a hand in it too.
company after they've spent three years hold <l \
training you up - it's a bit like biting the to :;nh:;mﬂna when they ave doing

hand that feeds your ' something difficult or frightening by
close/near at hand .~ being with them » T'm dreading giving
very near » To have a few basic shops and that talk.” "You'll be all right. I'll be there
services near at hand is a great thing. to hold your hand.'
comelgo cap in hand British, American &  IfYou have to hand It to sy
Australian something that yousay which means that
come/go hat in hand American you admire someong’s achievement or

to ask someone for money or help 1n a you admire a guality in someone, even if
way which makes you feal ashamed yon do not admire everything about that
= (oflen + to) [ had to go cap in hand tomy person « I don’t espectally like the man,
parents again to ask for some money. but you've got to hand it 0 him, he's

a firm/steady hand on the tiller brave.
If someone has a firm hand on the tiller, keep vour hand In
they have a lot of control over a situation to practise a skill oflen enough so that
£> A tiller is a long handle which is used you do not 10se the skill « I do a bit of
to control the direction a boat travels. teaching now and then just to keep my
* What people want Is a president with o hand in.
_ﬁrm mm‘hf{ﬂﬂ: lﬂl’ ahand onch

force sb’shand .~ 1o hurt somecone = {f you lay a hand on

to make someone do something or to her 1'll report you to the pollce. « (uvften
make someone do something sconer than negative) I never laid a hand on her
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lend (sh) a hand
to help someone do somerhing, especially
something that involves physical effort
s Coudd you lend me a hand with these
books? « He's always willing o lend a
hand in the kitchen.

their hand in a game of cards. they show
the other players the cards they are
holding, usually because they ecannot
connnue to play the game. » I'm a Gir
refuctant to show my hand at this stage in
the proceedings.

live (from) hand to mouth throw in vour hand Britizh

to have just enough money to live on and
nothing extra » Ay father earned very
little and there were four of us Kids so we
lived from hand to mouth.
hand-to-mouth » {always before noun)
Low wages mean o hand-to-mouth
existencefor many people.

outofhand
If you refuse something out of hand, yvou
refuse it completely without thinking
about it or discussing it = Mouing &
London is certainly a possibility. |
wouldn't dismiss it out of hand.

overplay your hand mainly American
to try to get more edvantages from a
situation than you are likely toget» I'm
going to ask for promotion but I think it
migh! be overplaying my hand (o ask to
work fewer hours as well.

put your hand in your pocket
to give money to charity (= organizations
that collect money to give to poor people,
ill people etc.) » People are more inclined
to put their hands tn thedir pockets to help
children.

put vour hand on vour heart
if you can put your hand on your heart
and say somcthing, yon can say it
knowing that it Is the truth « f couldn’t
put my hand on my heart and say I'd
never looked af another marn.
hand on heart « Ar¢ you telling me, hand
on heart thar you have never read
anyone's private mail?

raise your hand against/to =b
to hit someone, or to threaten to hit them
o I would never raise my harnd against a
child.

to stop doing something because you
know you cannot succeed or win
£> When card players throw In their
hand, they put all their cards onto the
tahle hecause they know that they will
not be ghle to win the game. » I know if's
unilikely that I'll get the job but I'm not
golng to throw in my hand Just yet.

tip vour hand Americon

to Iet other people know what you are
planning tw do e J(often negative)
Rumours stitl abound about Saling’s next
project but the actress has so far refused to
tip her hand.

.-*'f
try your handatsth

to try doing something for the first time
« I might try my hand at a bit of Indian

cooking.

turn your hand fo sth

if you say that someone could turn their
hand to an activity or skill, you mean
they could do it well although they have
no experience of it » I'm sure you couldd
turn your hand to a bit of writing if you
wanted. « Stelia's very talented. She could
turn her hand to anything.

walt on sh hand and foot

to do everything for soieone so that they
do not have to do anything for themselves
o He just wants @ woman to wait on him
hand and fool.

handie _
fly off the handle informal =

to react in & very angry way to something
SOomeone says or does = He really flew off
the handle when T suggested selling the
house.

show your hand get a handle on sth informal

to tell people vour plans or ldeas,
especially if you were keeping them
secret before £> When card playvers show

to find a way to understand a situation in
order to control it « We need to get a better
handie on the ¢ffects of climate change.
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hand-me-down

a hand-me-down ><
a piece of clothing that used to belong to
an older brother or sister and is now
worn by & vounger brother or sister
s (usually plural) As a child I was always
dressed in my sister’s hand-me-downs end
I longed for something new to wear:

hands

sb’s hands are tied
If someone’s hands are tied, they are not
firee to behave in the way that they would
like = I'd like $o0 raise people’s salaries but
my hands are thed.

all hands on deck

all hands to the pumps
something that you say when everyone's
help is needed, especially to do a lot of
work In a short amount of time = We've
got to get all this cleared up before they
arrive soit's all hands on deck.

be in sb's hands
to be dealt with ur controlled by someone
s The arrangements for the pariy are now:
in Tim's hands.
leave sth in sh's hands » So, Sue
regarding the hotel bookings and so on,

can I leave all that in your honds?
be out of sb's hands

iff a problem or decision is our of
someone's hands, they are not

responsible for it any more » The court
will decide how much money you get - the
decision is out of owr hands.

can‘t keep volur hands off <b informal

if you can't keep your hands off someone
you are baving a sexual relationship
with, you touch them very often because
you feel very attracted to them » They
can’t keep their hands off each other. It's
embarrassing 1o be tn thetr company.

dirty vour hands
to become involved in bad activities that
might spoil other people's opinions of

hands

you « (usually negative) The royal family
don’t usually dirty their hands with
politics.

fall into sb’s hands
if something falls into the hands of a
dangerous person or an cnemy the
dangerous person or enemy starts to own
ot control it = There were concerns that
the weapons might fall into the hands of
ferrorisis.

get your hands dirty informal
to involve vourself in all parts of a job,
including the parts that are unpleasant,
or involve hard, practical work = Unlike
other bosses, hes not afraid to get his
haricks direy and the men ltke that in himn.

get your hands on sb informal
if vou say you will kill someone when
you get your hands on them, you mean
yvou will be very angry with them « You
wakt L I get my hands on her = 1 kil
her!

get/lay yoluir hands on sth "-" “,_
to succeed in obtalning something « Asa
kid I read anything I could lay my hands
arL = If you ever get your hands on a copy.
I'd love to havea look.

have sth on your hands
I you have a difficult situarion on your
hands, you have to deal with It » If the
poitee carry on ltke this, they il havea riot
on their hands before long « With four
kids I suspect she's got enough on her
hands.

have your hands full X
to be so busy that you do not have time to
do anything else « (often + doing sth) it's
no use asking Alice for help, she'’s got her
hands full teoking after the kids. » (often +
with) Right now I've got my hands full
with preparations for the conference.

keep your hands cdean

to wvoid becoming involved in any
activities which are bad or [legal
» Politicians can leave the lies and smear
campaigns o journalists and keep their
oton hands clean.

have clean hands » The counfry's leaders
st be seen (o have clean hands.



hang

off sb's hands

if someone or something is off
someong’s hands, they are not

responsible for them any more « I've got a
ot of freedom now the kids are off my
hands.
take cb/sth off sb's hands « I'm willing
to take the kids off your hands for a few
Fours, if you need me to.

play into sb’s hands
to do something that gives someone else
an advantage over you, although this was
not your Intention = If we allow terrorists
to disrupt our lives to that extend we're just
playing into their hands.

sit on your hands
to do nothing about a problem or a
situation that needs dealing with » Epery
day the crisis worsens and yet the
government seerns confend to sit on s
hands.

wash your hands of sb/sth
to stop being involved with or
responsible for someone or something,
usually because they have caused too
many problems for vou ¢ I should
imagine he couldn’t wall to wash his
hands of the whole project.

win (sth) hands down
to win easily « She won the debate hands
down.
beat sb hands down = The last lime we
plaved squash he beat me hands down.

wring your hands
to show that you are very sad or anxious
sbout a sitnation but do nothing to
improve it » Jt's not enough for us to stand
by and wring our hands - we've got to lake
action.
hand-wringing + Until recently, the
problem has been a subject for much hand-
wringing and little else.

hang

hang (on) In there informal
to continue to try to do something
although it is very difficult « AN
relationships po through rough tmes. You
Just have to hang in there, » Just hang on
in there. The physical training is tough
but it’s worth it.
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hang a leftiright Americen. informal
if vou tell the driver of a car to hang a
left/right, you mean turn left/right ¢ You
hang a left at the gas station and then
drive straight ahead for tico miles.

and hang the cost/expense
if you say that you will do or have
something and hang the cost, you mean
that vou will spend whaever 1is
necessary » { thought for once In our lives
let’s treat ourselves really well and hang
the cost.

let it all hang out informal
to relax and do or say exactly what you
want to « When I'm on holiday I like to let

itall hang out.

hanger-on

a hanger-on %
a person who spends time with rich or
important people, hoping to get an
advantage » (usually plural) Wherever
there is Rovalty, theve will always be
hangers-on.

hanging

be hanging over you V

be hanging over your head A
if something ls hanging over you, it is
causing you to worry all the time » He's
got flnancial worries hanging over him
too which can’t make l{fe any easler

hang-up

a hang-up

g feellng of shame or worry about
something in your appearance, your
behaviour, or your past, especlally one
that other people do not wnderstand
« (often + about) I think Melanie's pot o
bit of @ hang-up about her luck of
education. » The English are notorious for
thelr sexual hang-ups.

be hung-up = (often + about) Why are so
many women hung-up about their bodies?
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hanky-panky

hanky-panky old-fashioned
sexual activity, especially when it is
secret o Jt was alleged that all kinds of
hanky-panky went on in the president’s
office.

happy _

a happy accident
& pleasant situation or event that is not
planned or intended o We never planned
o have a third child - It was a happy
accident.

a happy hunting ground
a place where you can find exactly what
you want £> The happy hunting ground
was a Native American way of referring
to heaven, or where they went when they
dled. » Flea markets are a happy huntlng
ground for people looking for antigues af
good prices.

a happy medium > .
4 way of doing something which is good
because it avoids being extreme » (often +
between) What you want from a hollday
Is a happy medium between activity and
relaxation. » I'm either exercising all the
tirme or I'm doing nothing but I can't seem
fo find a happy medium.

the happy event hunorous
the birth of a child « So wken are they
expecting the happy gvent?

not be a happy camper By ilsh &
American, humorous

not be a happy bunny Erifish, humorowus
to be annoyed about a situation  Her
computer crashed an howr ago and she’s
lost @ morning’s work - she’s not a happy
COMpen

be as happy as Larry/a sandboy Erifish
& Australian

be as happy as a clam American
to be very happy and to have no worrles
= We married nine days afier we met, and
three years on we're happy aos Larry
s Since jie's been af college he's as happy
asaclom.

happy-go-lucky

happy-go-lucky
& happy-Ro-lucky persom is happy all of
the tine and does not worry about

hard

anything * He struck me as a happy-go-
flucky Kind of guy.

hard

hard feelings
anger towards s person that you have
argued with e (usually negative) It's very
rare that couples break up and there are
no hard feelings on elther side. = So we're
Jriends again, are we? No hard feelings?

hard going
difficult to do or understand » It vus a
good course but I found It hard golng in
parts.

Hard lines. British & Australian, informal
something that you say in order to
express sympathy for someone » T failed
myy driving test again,” ‘Hard lines.'

hard to swallow
if something that someonesaysis hardto
swallowy, it ie difficult to belicve « I found
her story rather hard to swatlow.

the hard stuff humorous
alcoholic drink » He likes a drop of the
hard stuff.

be as hard as nails
to have ne feelings or sympathy for other
pecple * She'll be pood in business - she's
as hard as nuils.

be hard pressed Eritish, Americon &
Australian, informal -},-r

be hard pushed Grisish ~
to be having difficulty doing something,
especially because there is not enough
time or money * (usually + to do sth) I'if
be hard pressed o get this report done by
Friday. » You'd be hard pushed to find a
good car for undsr £1,000. » With cuts in
government funding, hosplitals are hard
pressed at the moment.

behardputtodosth
if yvou are hard put to do somethine it i3
not likely that you will be able to do it
» You'd be hard put to finul 6 better school
Jor your kids. » She'll be hard put to buy
her oun home on what she earns.

be hard up informal
1o have too little money « We'rea bit hard
up al the moment so I can’t really affod a
neiw coat.



hardball

di¢ hard

if a habir, customn. or bellef. dies hard, it
takes a long lime to change or end it
¢ (usually in present tenses) After a
successful 30-vear career; he no longer has
any need fo work - but old habits die
hard. = These ancient traditions die hard
in the isolated communities of rural
China.

die-hard » (aliways before noun) Die-hard
(= refusing to change) communisis have
regrouped to form the Communist
Refoundation,

drive a hard bargain

to demand a lot or refuse to give much
when making an sgreement with
someone * I'm impressed that you got
£2000 for that car You certainly drive a
hard bargatn.

fall on hard times

to have difficulties becanse you suddenly
do not have any money « Millions of
workers fefl on hard times during the
grect depression of the 1930s,

feel hard done-by

if you feel hard done-by, you feel you have
been trested unfairly « I'm feeling hard
done-by because I've been looking qfter the
Kids all week while Steve's been out every

night.

hitsth hard
to cause something to be much less

successful o (usuully passive) The tourist
trade has been hit hard following the

recent spate of bombings.
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make hard work of sth/doing sth
to do something in & way which makes it
more difficult than it should be » He's
really making hard work of that ironing.

no hard and fast rules
if therc arc no hard and fast rules, there
are no clear rules which you must obey
« There are no hard and fast rules about
how much welght you can sqfely gain in

pregnancy.

play hard to get informal

to pretend that you are less interested in
someone than you really are as a way of
making them more interested in you,
especially at the start of a romantic
rclationship « {(often in continuous
tenscs) Why don't you return any of his
calls? Are you playing hard to get?

hardball

play hardball American & Australian
to be so determined to get what you want,
especially in business, that you use
methods dhat are unfair or harm other
people » (often + with) The company is
playing hardball with the bank, holding
back on payments It owes them (o force an
agreement.

hard-boiled y

hard-bolled iriformal N
a hard-boiled person behaves as if they
have no emotions » (always before noun)
Bogart plays the hard-bolled detective that
women find irresistibly attractive.

hard-nosed \

hard-nosed
practical and determined » Keaton has a
reputation as a hard-nosed businessman
who altvays gels what ke wants. = The
new hard-nosed management style is
unpopular amongst employees.

hard-on

a hard-on raboo »
a hardening of the penis caused by
sexual excitemerntt » I can't wait (o see you
~ I've got a kard-on just thinking abowt
il.
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hare

run with the hare and hunt with the
hounds old-fashioned
to support two competing sides in an
argument « You've got to decide where you
stand on this lsswe. You can't run with the

hatch

may be different from the way you act in
other situations = I was wearing my
teacher’s hat at the meeting.

with vour [teacher'slawyer's etc.] hat
on = l'd like to talk o you with your
lawyer’s hat on.

hare and hunt with the hounds. hang up your hat

harness
be back in harness mainly British

to leave your job for ever = When I stop
enjoying my work, that'll be the time to
hang up my hat.

to have returned to work after not |take my hat off to sb British, American

wiorking for a period of time « How does it

& Australian N

Jfeel to be back in harness gfter 8 months? 1 tip my hat to sb American

in harness
if two or more people work in harness,
they work rogether to achieve sumething
» French and British police ave working in

something that you say which means that
vou admire and respect someone for
something they have done » I take my hat
off to people who do voluntary work in
their spare time. = I tip my hat to our

harness to solve the problen

s teachers uho've raised standards in the
harvest school with very few resources.
reap a/the harvest of sth 1N eat my hat oid-fashioned =

to recejve the good or bad results of past
actlons « Homelessness is rising We are
reaping the harvest of a lack of
investment in housing and social services.
has-been

Y

if you say you will eat vour hat if
something happens or does not happen,
you mean you will be very surprised if it
happens or does not happen = If we can’t
beat a second-rate team like Sheffield, I'll
eat my hat,

ahashbeen - keop sth under your hat

someone Wwho was popular and famous in
the past but is now forgotten » F forge?
who the third guest was - some old has-

to keep something secret » I've got some
Interesting news, but you must promise to
keep it under yowr hat for the moment.

haste
Marry in haste, repent at lelsure. old-

to collect money from a group of people
v We're passing the hat round for Simon's
leaving present.

Jeckiorted throw/toss youl hat In the ring American

something that you say which means if
you marry someone too soon, without
knowing for certain that they are theright
person for you, you will have an unhappy
marriage * ft’s true I've only known him
Jor six months and I know you're thinking
‘marry in haste, repent at lelsure' but I'm

& Australian

to do something that makes it clear you
want to compete with other people
especially to compete for a political
position * She’s serlously considering
throwing her hat in the ring and declaring

Serone e the wan B e herself a candldale for the election.
hatch
hat Down the hatch! informal

be wearing your [teacher's/lawyer's etc]
hat

have your [teacher’s/lawyer’s etc.] hat on
to be acting as you do when you are
working as a teacher, lawyer etc., which

something that you say before drinking
an alcoholie drink, especially when vou
are going to drink it all without stopping
» And a whisky for you. Down the hatch,
as they say.



hatches

hatches

batten down the hatches

to prepare vourself for a difficult period
by protecting yourself in every possible
way £> When there is a storm, ships
batten down the hatches (= close the
dours to the outside) as protection
against baed weather. » When you're
coming down with a cold, all you cando is
batten down the hatches and walt for the
body to fight it off

hatchet

a hatchet job frformal
strong and unfair ¢riticism of someone
or something, especially on television or
in a newspaper « She did a real hatchet
job on his latest novel tn one of the
Stnday papers.

a hatchet man irnformal
someone who IS employed by an
organization to make changes that
people do not like « The hatchet man is
called in whenever a company needs to
reduce its staff

bury tha hatchet
to forget about arguments and
disagreements with someonc and to
become friends with them agan « it had
beer: over a year since the incident and I
thovight it weas time we buried the hatchet.

hats )
hats offtosb
something that you say when you want to
express your admiration for someone
= Hats off to her - it takesa lol of courage
to go travelling on yota own at that age.

have

have It away British, rery informal

have it off British & Australian, very
informal
to have sex with someone« (often + with)
She was having 1 away with her best
Jrierud’s husband.
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haw

hum and haw mainly British

hem and haw American & Austrafion
to take a long time to say something and
speak in a way that is not clear, in order
to avold giving an answer = e henuned
and hatced and finally admitted taking
the monex
humming and hawing mainly Britsh
hemming and hawing American &
Australion * After much hemming and
hawing and throaiclearing  she
announced that ske was leaving.

hawk

watch sb like a hawk
to watch someone very carefully
especially because you expect them to do
something wirong « 1 was being watched
tike a hawk by the shop assistant.

hay

make hay while the sun shines
to do something while the situation or
conditions are right » I've got a few hours
to finish the houscwork before the kids
corne home so I mighe as well make hay
while thesun shines.

haywire .

go haywlre informat «“{
if a system or machine goes haywire, it
stops working as it should and starts
working In a way that iz completely
wrong » My CD player goes haywire every
time my neighbour uses his cordless
plone.

head

head and shoulders above [the
othersithe rest etc.]
much better than other similar peaple or
things » He's a head and shoulders above
the other actors in the film. « When you
think back on the other writers of this



period, James siands head and
shoulders above them all,

sb's head on a plate/platter
if vou want someone’s head on a plate
vou #re very angry with them and want
them to be punished « The director was
Jurious at wehat had happened and wanted

Watt's head on a platter

the head honcho mainly American,
informel
the most important person in an
organization = You'll hove o ask Alan,
he’s the head honchao in our departmeni.

be head over heels (in love)
to be in love with someone very much,
especially at the beginhing of a
relationship e fit's odbvious thot they're
head over heels in love with each other

fall head over heels (in love) » As soon
tis we med we fell head over heels in love. » [
fell head over heels in love with Simon on
our first date.

be in over vour head
to be involved in a situntion that 15 o
difficult for you to deal with = I'm in over
my head with all these exhibition
QrTangements.

be out of vour head Briiish, American &
Australian, informal

be off vour head EBrifish & Ausiralian,
informal

1 to be crazy « He took the car out in this
weather - He must be off his head!

2 to not be In control of your behaviour
because of the cffcets of alcohol or drugs
s She's completely off her head, she is -
what’s she been drinking?

bite/snap sb's head off informal
to answer someone angrily = 1 only asked
{r I could borrow your bike There’s no
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need (o bite my head off! » She snaps his
head off every time heopens his mouth.

build/get/work up a head of steam

to get enough energy, support, or
enthusiasm to do something effectively
£5 A head of steam is the pressure that
is needed In the engine of an old-
fashioned steam train to make it start
moving. « In the last three months the
campaign has butlt up a good head of
steam.

bury youwr head in the sand >
to refuse to think about an unpleasant
situation, hoping that it will improve so
that vou will not have to deal with i
o Pwents soid bullying was being
ignored, and accused the headmaster of
burytng his head In the sand.

can't make head norior tall of sth XI
le not be able to understand something at
all « We couldn’t make head or tail of the
Jilm. = "What does his message say?' 1
don’t know - I can’t make head or tail of
i’

do =br's head in Britisfi & Australlan,
informal
to make someone feel confused and
unhappy * Gerting up at 4 o'clock every
morning is doing my head in. » I've been
trying to make sense of all these flgures
and it’s doing my head in.

get your head around sth informial X
to be able to understand something
» (usually negative) He’s tried to explain
the rules of the game dozens of times bt I
Just can't get my head around them,

get vour head down British & Australian
to work hard at something that involves
reading or writing = ['m sure [ can finish



head

the article - 1 just need to get my head

down this afternoor.
getiput your head down

to sleep for a short while » I'm just going

to put my head doten for an hour - I feel so

tired.

give sb their head
to allow someone the freedom to do what
they want = He's got some great ideas. Why
not give him his head and see what kind of
campaign he comes up chh.

go head to head
to compete with someonedirectly = (often
+ with) The tobacco industry's best
lawyers will go head to head with the
government ln court tomorroli

go over sb's head

1 to talk to or deal with someacne's boss
without talking to them first « I really
don’t wanr to go over her head but {f she
won't listen to me I have no choice.

2if a piece of Information goos over
someone's head, they do not understand
it » The bli about tax went stralght over
my head - was it important?

go to sb's head

1 if an aleoholic drink goes to sumeone’s
head, it makes them feel drunk very
quickly = That glass of wine I had before
supper went straight to my head.

2 if success goes to someonc's head, It
makes them believe they are more
important than they are » Just because
you won the poetry prize, you won't let it
Fo to your head now, will you?

hang your head (In shame)
to be ashamed » Athletes caught taking
drugs should hang thelr heads in shame.

have your head (stuck) up your arse
British & Australian, taboo
to spend so much time thinking about
yourself that you have no time to think
about other more important things
» What does Charles think about le? “Who
knows? He's pot his head stuck so far up
his arse he probably Isn't even aware that
there'sa problem.’

have your head in the douds
10 not know what is really happening
around you because you are paving too
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much attention to your own ideas « He's
arr acadernic. They've all got thelr heads
in the clouds,

with vour head In the douds = Fe was
walking along with his head in the clouds
as usual when he tripped over a paving
stone.

have your head screwed on (the right
way) formal
If someone has their head screwed on the
right way, they do not do stupid things
» Don’t worry about Sal, she'll be all right
- she’s got her head screwed on the right
way.

heve a hesdstart
to have an advantage that makes you
more lkely to be successiul « (often + on)
Bigger companies have a head start on us.
give sb a head start » (often + over)
Banyortht’s naturcl popudarity gave hima
heagd sisre over the other leadership
confenders.

hold your head up high
to show that you are proud of something
» When this country has full employment
and an education system for all, then we
can hold our head up high.

keep your head
to stay calm, especially in difficult or
dangerous situarions » Can you Keep your
head at times of pressure ond stress?

keep your head above water
to have just enough money to lve or to
continue a business « With exira income
Jrom private sponsorship, the club is just
about manoging o keep its head ahove
water

keep your head down
todo or say as Hitle as possible In orderto
avoid problems or arguments * The best
we can do is keep our heads down and
hope that people will soon get used to the
neo system.

knock sth on the head British, Informal
to stop doing something » o you still
play foothall? ‘No, I knocked that on the
head a while ago.’




need your head examined/examining
British, American & Australian,
humorous

neaed your head testing British,
humorous
if you tell someone they need their head
testing, you think that they are crazy
because they have donesomething stupid
or strange = You need your head examined
if you're willing to spend £120 on a palr of
Jeans.

an old head on young shoulders

a wise head on young shoulders
2 child or young person who thinks and
talks like an older person who has more
experience of life » My little nephew said
people who dislike other people don't like
themselves very much, That's an old head
onyoung shoulders,

on sh's (own) head be it slightly formal
something that you say In order to tell
someone what they intend to do is silly
and thev must accept the blame or
respansibility if it goes wrong « [f you
don’t want to take out any insurance, ok,
but on your head be il

putistick your head above the parapet
to be brave enough to state an opinion
that might upset people = Kearton was
cne of the very fewr to put his head above
the corporate parapet and speak his mind
in public.

raiseirear its (ugly) head
if something unpleasant raises its ugly
head. it becomes a problem that people
have to deal with « All over Europe,
racism s rearing its ugly head onece more.

stand/turn sthonitshead -
to make an idea or bellef the opposite of
what it was before  The first feminists
simply took the accepted view thai men
were superior 0 Wwomen and turned it on
its head.

take it into vour head to dosth
to decide to do something, often
something that seems silly or surprising
e He's tnken it into his head tv become
really jealous,

headlights
be like a deerirabblt caught In the
headlights
to be s0 frightened or surprised that you
cannot move or think = Each time they
asked him a question he was like a deer
caught in the headlights.

headlines %

hit/make the headlines
to become Important news and be
reported in the newspapers and on the
television and radio » The latest scandal
to hit the headlines is about a minister’s
son arrested for drug-dealing

heads

heads wilil roll ),"
something that you say which means
people will lose thelr jobs as punishment
for making serious mistakes » {f the
accident was caused by company
negligence, then heads will roll,

put their heads together
if a group of people put their heads
together, they think about something In
order to get ldeas or to solve a problem
o If we put our heads together I know we
can come up with a design that really
warks,

turn heads X
if something or someone turns heads,
people notice them because they look
interceting or attractive = Brigitte Bardot
still turned heads even in her 40's.

headway

make headway P
to make progress ¢ (often negative) Tolks
betizeen the Lo countries are making very
little heudway:

heap

fall In a heap Australian, informal
to lose control of vour feelings and start
to cry = The case collapsed when the main

witness fell in a heap and was escorted
Jrom the court.



hear

hear

can't hear yourself think

can barelyhardly hear yourself think
if you can't hear yourself think, you
mean there is so much nolse around you
that it is impossible to hear anything
o The music was so lfoud I could hardly
hear myself think.

heart

your heart bleeds

if your heart bleeds for someone who is
in trouble, you feel sadness and
sympathy for them £> This phrase is
often used humorously to mean the
opposite. « (often — for) My fheart bleeds
for the poor children caught up In the
JSighting.  Brenda can't afford another
diamond necklace? My heart bleeds.

your heart goes out to b
if your heart goes out to someone who 1s
in trouble, yvou feel sympathy for them
o Our hearts go out to the fumilles of the
victims of this terrible tragedy.

sb's heart is in their boots
if someone’s heart i< In thelr boots, they
feel sad or worried e His heart wos in his
boots as he waited for news of the
accldent.

sb's heart is in their mouth
if someone’s heart is in their mouth, they
feel extremely nervous » My hear? was in
my mouth as [ walked onio the stage,

£b's heart is in the right place
if someone’s heart is in the right place,
they are a good and kind person cven If
they do not always seem to be = Jerry's a
bit anngying sometimes but his heart’s in
the right place

sb's heartlsn'tin sth
If someone’s heart is not in something
that they are dolng, they are not very
Interested in It » She was studying law,
but her heart wasn't in it and she gave up
after a year.

sb’s heart misses/skips a beat
if someone’s heart misses a beat, they
suddenly feel g0 excited or frightened
that their heart beats faster » Ben walked
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into the room and her heart skippod a
beat.

sb's heart sinks
if someone’s heart sinks, they start o
feel sad or worried « He looked nt the huge
plle of work on his desk and his heart
sank.

sh, eat your heart out! humorous
sornething that you say which means that
you or someone you know can do
something better than a person who is
famous for doing that thing = I'm taking
singing lssons. Celine Dion, eat your
heartout!

be all heart
to be very kind and generous £S5 This
phrase s often used humorously to mean
the opposite, » Ellie can’t bear W se¢
anyone upset - she's all heart. » ‘['m sorry
they're splitting up, but at least she gets to
keep the cor:” "You reall heart!”

close/dear tosh's heart
if something is dear to someone’s heart,
it is very important to them e Animal
rights is an issue very close to my heart.

Cross my heart (and hope to dle).
something that you sayv in order to
emphasize thal somecthing is truc » [
wont fo go to the party with you, rnol Sarah
- (ross my heart!

eryisab your heart out informal
to cry & lot » Poor fittle love, her caf died

and she's been crying her hears owt all
afternoon.

harden vour heart slightly formal
to make yoursclf stop fecling kind or
friendly towards someone = You've just
£ot o harden your heart and tell him to
leave.
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have a heart of goid
to be extremely Kind and helpful » Ske'll
do anything for anyone - she's got a heart
of gold.

have a heart of stone
to be cruel and have no sympathy for
people » He wouldn’t help his own mother
if she necded it - he's gof a heart of stone.

Have a heart! hurrorous
samething that you say in order to ask
someone to be kinder to you » Have a
heart! | can’t walk anether step!

In your heart of hearts
if you know semething in your heart of
hearts, you are certain of it although you
might not want to admit it « { knew in my
heart of hearts that something wos
wrong, but Ijust wasn't ready to deal with
it = Do you believe in your heari gf hearis
that things will get better?

It’s/You‘re breaking my heart! humorous
something that you say in order to tell
someone vou do not feel sad about an
event or situation * “Things are so bad
right now she's had to sell one of her
houses.' “You're breaking my heart!”

know/learn sth (off) by heart
If you know or learn something,
especially a piece of writing, by heart,
you know or learn it sn that you can
remember it perfectly » He's my favourite
poet, | know seperal of his poems by heart.

let your heart rule your head
to do something because you want to
rather than for practical reasons ¢ Don't
et your heart rule your head. If you lend
him that money you'll never see il again.
the heart rules the head » [ con't make
fer understand how stupid she's being
It's acase of the heart rutlng the head.
lose your heart to sb liferary >
ta full in love with someone « [ think he
lost his heart to Mary on the day they met.
lose heart
to stop believing that yvou can succeed
e Don't lose keart. there'll be plenty more
chances for promuotion.

a manfwoman after your own heart
if someone is 8 Man or woman after your
own heart, you admire them because

heart

they do or believe the same things as you
¢ He likes a good curry - a man after my
oten heart.
open your heart

to tell someone your sccret thoughts and
feelings = (often = to) That night, she
opened her heart to me and I think that'’s
when Ifell in love with her

pour your heart out
to tell someone vour secret feelings and
worries, ususlly because you feel a
strong need to talk about them  (often +
to) I'd orly niet hirn once, and here he was,
pouring out his heart to mie.

put your heart and soul into sth/doing
sth Pat
to do something with a lot of energy and
interest » He put kis heart and soul into
ruaning that cafe.
heart and soul » She loves him heart and
soul. (= completely) .

set vour heart on cth/doing sth B
to decide to achieve something » She's ser
her heart on a big wedding
have your heart set on sth/doing sth
» John had his heart set on becoming a
doctor.

strike at the heartof sth
tn damage something scvercly by
attacking the most important part of it
 The recent recession has Sfruck af the
leart of indusirial developrnent.

take sth to heart
if you take criticism or advice to heart,
you think about it seriously, often
because it upsets vou « Don't lake it fo
heart - hewas only joking about your hair

take heart
to start to feel more hopeful and more
confident » (aoften + from) House owners
can take heart from the netws that property
prices are starting fo rise again.

to vour heart’s content
if vou do something enjoyable to your
heart’s content, vou do it as much as you
want to » The pool is open all day so you
can swim (o your heart'scontent.

waar your heart on vour sleeve
to make your feelings and opinions
obvious to other people = John's altvays



hearth

waorn hit héart on his sleie, to thare's no
doubt who he'll be supporting.

hearth

hearth and home lirerary
your famtly and home = His first loyalties
are to hearth and home.

heartstrings
tearftug at your heartstrings
tear/tug at the heartstrings
if something or someone tugs at your
heartstrings, they make you feel strong

love or sympathy * 1t’s the story of a lost
child - guaranteed o tug at the
heartstrings.

heart-to-heart

heat

the heatison
if the heat is on, you are very busy orina
difftcult situation » Thereare only 3 weeks
left before the deadline, so the heat is on.

If you can’t stand the heat, get out of
the kitchen.
something thet you say which means If
you are not able to deal with a difficult or
unpleasant sitfuation, vou should leave
» Ife says he didn’t realize banking was
such a stressful job, Well, §if you can't
stand the heat, gel out of Lie kitchen.

in the heat of the moment
if you say or do somethirg in the heat of
the moment, you sav or do it without
thinking because you are angry or
excited « Frank doesn’t hate you. He just
said thai in the heat of the moment.

put the heat on sb

1 British, American & Australlan to y to
force or persusde someone to do
something o (usually + to do sth)
Environmental groups cre pugting the
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heat on the goverroment to stop pollution
JSromm power stations.

2 American & Australion if you put the
heat on someone who is competing with
you. you start to do well so they have to
work harder or play better » The Dodgers
kave won three games in a row and are
starting (o put the heat on the Mets.

take the heat off sb
to stop people criticizing or attacking
someone o [f youwr deputy admitted
responstbillty and restgned, If would take
a lot of the heor off” you.

turn up the heat

1 to make a situation more serious by
brying harder ro force somecone to do
something « (often + on) Lorry drivers
are discussing whether to ern up the heat
on their busses By holding a oneday
sirike. » The United States has turned up
the heat by threatening military action.

2 to start to work or play In a more
determined and effective way
= Nottingham turned up the heot in the
second half and forced their opponents
back onlo the defensive.

Heath Robinson

Heath Robinson Hritish

if a machine or system iz Heath
Robinson, it is very complicated in a way
that is funny but not practical or
effective £ Heath Robinson was an
English artist who drew strange,
complicated machines that could do
simple jobs. « My granny's got this great
Heath Robinson device for slicing eggs.

heave

give sb the (old) heave ho informal
to make someone leave a job, or to end
your relationship with someonc
* (usually passive) When sales fell, most of
the staff were given the old heave ho.

heaven i

a marriage/match made in heaven 7

1 a marriage which is likely to be happy
and successful because the two people
are very well suited to each other » Jane
and Pete had exactly the same likes and
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interests - it was a mariiage made in
heaven. o

2 a combination of two things or two
people which s  very successful
» Strawberries and cream are a marriage
made in heaven,

move heaven and earth
to do everything you can to achicve
something * (usually + to do sth) I moved
heaven and eart) to get you that interview,
and you didn't even bother to show up for
it

heavens

the heavens opened (ifeyary
something that you say which means it
started to rain a lot < Suddenly the
heavens opened and we all hod to run
indoors.

heavy

heavy petting
the activity of kissing and touching
someone sexusally » That baby couldn't be
mine. We never got further than some
heauy petting.

a heavy date American & Australian,
humorotis
a planned meeting between two people
who are very interested in having a
romantic or sexual relationship « [ think
Carol has a heavy date - she’s been in the
bathroom for over an hour,

a heavy hitter American
someone who is powerful and has
achieved alot « Have you seen his resumé?
He's o real heayy hitter

have a heavy foot Anerican, tiformul
to drive a car too fast « She has a heavy
Joot - does the trip in half the time it takes
me!

heel

be heavy-footed American, informale]
don't think he’s heard of speed limits. He's
pretty heavy-footed.

make heavy weather of cth/doing sth
British & Australion -
to take a longer time than necessary todo
something » He’s making heavy weather
of writing his report, Ingrid finished hers
days ago.

heavy-duty

heavy-duty American & Australian,
informal
complicated and very serious = (always
before noun) Studies show that the
homeless develop some heavy-duty health
problems living on the streets.

heavy-handed

heavy-handed

1ifl you try to control someone or
something In a heavy-handed way you
use mare force than is necessary ot
suitable e His heawy-handed style of
management is extremely unpopular.

2 If an attempt to tell or teach someone
something is heavy-handed, it Js too
obvious ¢ The theme of drug abuse is
treated in a way that is convincing
without betng heawy-handed,

heck

(just) for the heck of It American &
Australian
if you do something for the beck of it,
you do it only because you want to or
because you think it is funny  They spent
the afternoon phoning different numbers
and tatking Lo strangers - Just for the heck
of It

heebie-jeebies
glve =b the heeble-Jeebies informal
toc make someone feel anxious or

frightened » Walking across the park after
dark gives me the heebie jeebies.

heel I

bring/call sb to heel X
to force someone to obey you = He decided
that threatening to sue the publishers was
the easiest way ¢f bringing them to heel.
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come to haol
to stop behaving In a way that annoys
someone in authority and to start
obeying their orders « A few government
rebels refused to come to heel and had fo be
expelied from the party.

under sb's heel formal
if you are under somecne’s heel, they
have complete control over you « For nine
years this lsolated community lived under
the heel of China.

heels

atsb’s heels

1 if you are at someone's heels, you are
following very closé behind them » Dr
Grange walked through the ward with o
group of student doctors at his heels.

2 if vou are at the heels of someonc that
you are compefing with, vou are very
¢lose to defeating them = With so many
promising young contenders at his heels,
Roper can't afford fo make any mistakes.
» There are many younger women
snapping at her heels, eager to replace
her as company director.

cool your heels
if someone leaves you to eool your heels,
they force you to wait, often until you
become calmer » The youths woere left to
cool their heels overnight in a police cell.

dig your heels In
to refuse to do what other people are
trying to persuade you to do, especially to
refuse to change your opimons or plans
» We suggesied it would be gulcker to fly,
but she dug her heels In and insisted on
taking the train.

hard/hot on sb's heels

1 if you are hard on sumeone's heels, vou
are following very close behind them,
especlally because you are trylng tocatch
them » She ran down the steps with a
group of journalists hard on hier heels.

2 If you are hard on the heels of someone
that you are competing with, you are
very close to defeating them » They know
we're hard on their heels and they'vegot to
win their next threc games o retain the
championship.
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hard/hot on the heels of sth
if something comes hard on the heels of
something else, it happens very soon
after it « A film contract came hard on
the heels aof the success of their first
alburmn.

kick vour heels Dritish
to be forced to wait for a period of time
¢ (usually in continuous tenses) I'm fed
up kicking my heels at home while all my
Jriends are out enjoying themselves.

kick up your heels American & Australian
to do things that you enjoy » After the
exams, we kicked up our heels and had a
really good party.

take to vour heels
to run away quickly » As soon as they saw
the soldiers coming. they took to thelr
heels,

hell

Hell hath no fury (like a woman
scorned).
something that you say which means a
woman will make someone suffer If they
treat her badly « Don't be so sure she'll
Jorglve you. Hell hath no fury like a
woman scorned.

(a) hell on earth -

aliving hall "N
If a place or a situation is hell on earth, it
is extremely unpleasant « Soldlers who
suyvived the war in the jungle described it
as kell on earth.

all hell breaks loose tnformal
if all hell breaks loose, a situation
suddenly hecomes nolsy and violent,
usually with a lot of people arguing or
fighting = This big guy walked up to the
bar and hit Freddie and suddenly all kell
hroke lnase

be hell on wheels American, informal
to behave in an angry or diffioult way
» When he was drinking, Ken was hellon
wheels,

catchiget hell American & Australion,
Informal
if you are going to catch hell, someone
will be very angry with you « We're going
o catch hell when she finds out we wsed
her car.



come hell or high water
If yvou gay vou will do something come
hell or high water. you mean yon ave
determined to do it even if it is difficule
¢ I'll get you 1o the afrport by 12 o'clock.,
come hell or high water

(just) for the hell of it informal v
If you do something for the hell of it, you
do it only because you want to, or because
you think it 1s funny « I'decided to dye ny
halr bright green, just for the hell af it

frighten/scare the hell out of sh informal

to make someone feel very frightened
» He drives like @ madman - frightens the
hell out of me,

get the hell out very informal
to leave a place very quickly » (usually +
of) We didn't stop to argue, twe just got the
hell out of there. » (often an order) Get the
hell out of my house, before I call thecops.

give =b hell informal

1 to gpeak to someonc In a very angry way,
because they have done something which
has annoyed or upset you = Did your Dad
glve you hell about the dent in the car?

2 to make someone suffer « (usually in
continuous tenses) The children have
been glving me hell all ofiernoon, so I'm
not in a very good mood. * His new shoes
are giving him hell.

Glve them hell!
something that you say in order to tell
someone who is going to take part in a
compeiition to try as hard as thev can to
win » Remember, you're the best. Now go
outthereand give them hell!

go hell for leather informal
to go somewhere or do something veory
quickly * He was going hell for eather to
&et to the supermarket bgfore it closed.

go through hell F
to heve a very unpleasant experience,
especially one that lasts for a long period
of time » The poor woman's been going
through hell over the last few months, not
knowing whether her son was alive or
dead.

Go to helll very informal
an impolite way of telling someone that
what they do or say is not inportant o
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you s f don’d think it’s a good Idea to shout
at kim.” "Oh, go to helll”

go to hell in a handbaskethandcart
American, informal
if a person or svstemn is going to hellin a
handbasket, they are in an extremely bad
state and becoming worse ¢ (usually in
continuous tenses) He believes the welfare
system in this couniry isgoing to hell ina
handeart.

not have a chance/hope in hell )'\
to have no chance at all of achieving
something « (usually = of + doing sth)
She hosn't @ hope in hell of passing these
exams.

Heil's bells! oid.fashioned
something that vou say when vou are
very surgrised or annoyed ¢ Hell's bells,
the washing machine's overflowing
again!

play (merry) hell informal
to complain a lot or to behave very badly
+ She played merry hell about coming on
this trip, but I think she enjoved it in the
end.

play (merry) hell with sth informal
to stop something from working as it
should  The power cuts played merry hell
with our comprler systems.

put sb through hell
to make someone suffer « Our coach pru
us through hell trying to get us fit for the
big race.

raise hell '

1 to complain in a loud and angry way
shout something * She raised hell when
she realized her office had no windows.

2 mainly Americen 1o behave in & noisy or

wild way that npsets other people » A
group of kids were ralsing hell in the
street.
a hell-raiser someone who behaves in a
noisy or wild wey that upsets other
people » When he was younger fe was a
real hell-raiser

there'll be hell to pay informal »
something that vou say which means
someone will be very angry if something
happens » There'll be hell 1o pay i she
doesn’t get the money in time.



hell-bent

K’

to heli with sb/sth pery informal X
an impolite way of saving that someone
or something is not important to vou any
more « To hell with saving money! I'm
going shopping.

until hell freezes over informal f
if you say that someone can do
snmething until hell freezes over, you
mean they will not get the result they
want » They can talk until hell freezes over
- they won't make me change my mind.
when hell freezes over if vou say that
something will happen when hell freezes
over, you mean that It will never happen
= Taxes will be abolished when hell freezes
over:

what the hell iformal >
something that vou say when you
suddenly change vour plans to show that
vou will not worry about any problems
this might cause » I was going fo work
this cvening, but what the heil - let’s po to
a movie instend.

would see b In heli before you would
dosth
if you say that you would sce someone In
hell before you would do something,
especially something that they have
asked you todo, vou mean that you would
never do that thing « I'd see her in hell
before I'd agree to an arrangement like
that,

the [childhouse/mother, etc.] from hell
Rumorous
the worst or most unpleasant person or
thing of that type that anyone can
Imagine » Iis mother’s awfud. She really
Is the mother-in-law: from hell.

[fight/run/work etc.] like hell
if you fight, run or work like hell, you do
it a lot or verv quickly » Be heard the
alarmand ran like hell,

hell-bent

be hell-bent on sth/doing sth >i.
to be determined to do something,
usually something that pecple think is
wrong ¢ Local fans seemed hell-bent on
causing as much trouble as possible
during the match.
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help \/

God/Heaven help sb 4 N\

1 something that you say in order to warn
someone that they may be hurt or
punished « Heaven help you if your father
catches you wearing his best facket!

2 something that you say when you are
worried about someonc who is in a very
dangerous or unpleasant situation « God
help anyvone who has 1o be ouldoors on a
dreadful night like this!

helter-skelter

helter-skelter
If vou do something helterskelter, voudo
it very quickly and withgut organization
= Ve all ran helter-skelter down the stairs
as soonas the alarm sounded.
heliter-skelter » (alwayc before noun)
Police have been unable Lo control the
helter-skelter growth of thedrugs trade.

hen

a hen night/party Erilish & Australian
a party for women only, especially one
that is organized for a8 woman who is
sSoOn Eoing to ger married » Barbara's
having her hen night a week before the
wedding.

herd

ride herd on sb/sth dmerican
to be responsible for controlling a group
of people and their actions » The new
editor will ride herd on the stqff checking
on the overall policy and tone of the paper

hide

tan sb's hide old-fashioned
to hit someone, usually a child, many
times as a punishment » I'2 tan that boy's
hide if he touches my tvolbox again.

hiding

be on a hiding to nothing Brizish,
Informual
to be in a situation where it is impossible
to succeed o We were on o hiding fo
nothing trying to get more money out of
the governinent.

high

high and mighty
someone who is high and mighty behaves
as if they are more important than other



(2

people  Ellie's started acting all high and
mighty since she got her promaotion.

the high and mighty humorous
important people ® The prince was only
allowed o socialize with the high and
mighty and had no contact with ordinary
people.

high jinks
excited and often silly behaviour when
people are enjoying themselves « They
teere dancing on the tables and getting up
to all sorts of khighjinks,

a high roller American & Australian
someont Who spends a 1ot of money ina
careless way especially risking money in
games » He became knoton as a high rolle;
and was invited to the biggest gambling
tables in town.

thea high ground )l

1 If a person or an organization has the
high ground, they are in the best and
most successful situation « His company
holds the high pround in the area of
mudti-medic disks. » Both parties could be
seen trying to fake the high gpround on
Issues such as educution.

2 if something has the high ground, it is
thought to be of good quality serious,
antl honest = Owr programmes hold the
high ground «of British broadeast
Journalism. = We have lost the moral
high ground by backing regimes with
poor human rights records,

be as high as a kite W

1 informaol to beheve in a silly and excited
way because you have taken drugs or
drunk a lot of alcohol » T tried to talk to
her, but she was as high as a kite.

2 f(nformal o feel very happy and excited
= Winning the prize gave my self-
confidence a tremendous boost; I felt as
high asa kite for several days afterwards.

be for the high jump British & Australian
if someone s for the high jump, they will
be punished or severeiv criticized for
something they have done wrong « She'll
be for the high jump when her mother
Sinds out she'’s beent smoking.

climb/get on your high horse X.
if someone getson thelr high horse about
a subject, they become angry about it and

high

start criticizing other people as if they
are better or more clever than them
* (often + about) It's no good getting on
your high horse about single parents. You
can't foree people to get marrted.

comelget {down) off your high horse
to stop talking as if you were better ar
mole clever than other people = It's fime
you came down off your high horse and
admitted you might have made a mistake

from on high )‘&
from someone in a position of authority
= All the rules are imposed from on high.

hunt/search high and low
to search everywhere for something
e (usually 4 for) I've been hunting high
and low for the certificate, bur I still
haven't found ir.

in high dudgeon humorous
if you do something in high dudgeon, you
do it because you sre wvery angry
» Slamming the door in Meg's foce, she
drove off in kigh dudgeon.

it’s high time )(.
if you say it’s high time that something
happened, you mean that it should
already have been done e Her porents
decided it was high time she started
paying some rent. » (uften | that) 2% high
time that nurses were given beter pay and
conditfions.

leave sb high and dry
to put someone In & very difficult
situstion which they have no way of
making better » The stock market orash left
us fiigh and dry with debts of over E200 000,
live high off/lon the hog American &
Austraiian
w have a lot of money and lve in
comfort, especially cating and drinking a
lot e He was a milttonaire who lved high
on the hog al all times.

on high
something or someone on high is in
heaven o The angels on high sany His
praises.

pile ittthem high and sell it/them cheap
mainiy British
to sell large amounts of something &t



high-flier

cheap prices » The shops at the lower end
of the clothing market have survived by
piling it high and seiling it cheap.

smellistink to high heaven
to smell very bad « That chicken farm
stinks fo high heaven.

high-flier

a high-flier

a high-fiyer
someone who is very successful at thelr
job and soon becomes powerful or rich
e A highflier in the eightles, ke was
earning over £200 000 a year.

highly-strung

highly-strung British & Australian

high-strung Arwrican
nervous and eastly upset » Anna has
always been highly-strung, whereas her
brother is one of the most relaxed people
you could meel.

highways

the highways and byways liferary
the highways and byways of a place are
its roads and paths » (usually + of) They
travelled the hlghways and bvwways of
Britaln to find people who could still sing
the old traditional fotksongs.

hill Y

be over the hill (nformal
someone who is over the hill is too old to
do things well ¢ In the world of pop music,
people think yous're over the hill at the age
of twenty-five.

not be worth a hill of beans American,
informal
to have very little or no value = None of
thoseguys is wortha hill of beans, sodon't
worry about whal they o).

up hill and down dale lilerary
if you ravel up hill and down dale, vou
travel all over an arca » The man carried
his basket of goods up hill and down dale.

hilt

(up) to tha hlit

1 1f you do something to the hilt, you do it
in the strongest and most complete way
that youcan « All through the trial, he has
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backed his wife up to the fult. » They took
the new aircraft and tested it to the hilf.

2 if you borrow to the hilt, you borrow as
much money as you can, often so much
that it 1s dUTicult to pay it back » Wecan't
ralse any more money - we're morigoged
up o the hilt as it is. » With the
govermment borrowing up to the hilt we
can expect lax rises.

hind

can talk the hind leg(s) off a donkey
British, humorous
if you say that someone can talk the hind
leg off a donkey, you mean that they talk

a lot « His fother could tatk the hind leg off
adonkey.

hip

be joined at the hip
il you say that two people are joined at
the hip, you mean that they arc very
friendly with each other and spend more
rime together than is usual « I can go {0
London without Mike. We're not joined at
the hip, you knotw,

shoot fromthehip
to react to a situarion very guickly and
with a lot of force, without thinking
abour the possible effects of your actions
« His critics accuse him of shooting from
the hip when challenged.

hit

hit sb where It hurts (most) .
to do something which will upset
someone as much as possible = She hir
him where it hurt most - in his bank
accound. » If you want to hit her where it
really hurts. tell her she’s putiing on
weighiagain.

hit andlor miss
if something is hit and miss, you cannot
be certain of its guality because it is
somelimes good and sometimes bad « Be
used a cheap printer, but the gualitly was a
bit kit or miss. » Weather forecasting used
to he o very hit-and-miss qffair.

hit the ceiling/roof informal X,
Lo become very angry and start shouting
o If F'm tate again he U kit the roaf
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hit the deck/dirt American & Austratian,
informal
to fall to the ground, or to quickly e on
the ground, especlally to avoid danger
e The shooting started, and I heard
someone shout “Hit the deck!”

hit the sack British, American & X
Austrahan, informal

hit the hay American, informal
to go tobed » I'm going to Ait the sack - I'm
exhausted.

ahitlist

1 a list of people that someone is planning
to kill = His name was on a terrorist hit
list.

2 a list of people or organizations that
someone plans to do bad things to,
especially to get rid of « There are a
hundred schools on the department'’s hit
list, which are threatened with closure {f
their standardys do nof impruce,

a hit man
a criminal who is paid to kill people « A
professional hit man can be hired for

around £10,000.

before sb knows what hit them « We'll
break down the door and have the
handeuffs on them before they know
what’s kit them.

hobbyhorse

on your hobbyhorse
if someone is on their hobbyhorse, they
are talking about a subject which they
think is Interesting and important, and
which they talk about at any time that
they can, even if other people are not
intercsted = Don't mention tax, or
Bernard'il get on his hobbyhorse again.

Hobson

Heobson’s cholce
a situation in which it secms that you can
choose between different things or

hold

actions, but there is really only one thing
that you can take or do #£> Thomas
Hobson was a man who kept horses and
did not give people a choice about which
harse they could have. < It’s MHobson's
choice, because i Idon't agree ro do what
they want, 1'l lose my job.

hog

go hog wild American, informal
to become too excited and eager about
something, often so that you do too much
o There’s no need to go hog wild just
because it's Sarah’s birthday - she won't
want such a fuss.

ho-hum

ho-hum American, informal
disappointing or not very interesting » 2t
was a ho-hum speech, no big deal really
» He still thinks saccer is kind of hoJuem
and not worth waiching.

hoist

be hoist by/with vour own petard formal
if you are hoist by vour own petard,
something that you did in oxder to bring
you advantages or 1o harm somcone else
is now causing serious problems for you
* The povernment, who have made stich a
point of criticizing the opposition's morals
now find themselves hoist by their own
Dpetard as yet another minister is revealed
as hating an Wickt gffcir

hold

can't hold their drink/liquor
if someone can't hold their drink, they
get drunk after drinking very Mlttle
alcchol » You can't hold your drink, that's
your problem. Two beers and you're under
the abie,

on hold
if vou are on hold when you are using the
telephone, you are waiting to speak to



holds

someone * Ms Evans ison the other lineat
tﬁe momenz shall 1 puf J-'ﬂ!.t on &afd‘?

no holds barred
without limits ot controls » His new show
may offend some viewers. This is comedy
with no helds barred.
no-holds-barred = {always before nown)
In a no-holds-barred campaign. the nice
' are always the lasers.

hole

a hole card American
a secret advantage that ia ready to use
when vou need it « She still had one hole
card to get out of police custody - g phone
call to an influentiad friznd,

a hole in the wall Amerdcan
a small, dark shop or restaurant = /875 just
a hole in the wall, but the food is good.
hole-In-the-wall » (always before noun)
We spent the day going around hole-in-the
wall antique shops looking for bargains.

be in a hole British & Australian,

informal

to be In a difficull or cmbarrassing

situation » We're in a bit of a hole here,

because we've lost the lefter they senr
telling us what we were supposed Lo do.

Australlan, informal to help somcone
who is in a difficult situation « Ske gof me
out of a hole by lending me the money fur
the flight back to New York. e (often
reflexive) I managed to dig myself out of
a hote by pretending I had only Bbeen
Jjoking.

194

be in the hole American, informal
if someone is an amount of money in the
hole, they owe that amount of money
* He's 8500 in the hole gfter buying his car
go into the hole American, informal
= The campalgn has run out of mone)y and
isgoing into the hole.

blow ahole Insth  “~
if you blow a hole In soimeone's opinions
or arguments, vot show that they are not
true or right « Bloodstains on the sheets
biew: a hole in the defence’s argument.

blow/make a hole in sth
if something makes a hole in an amount
of money, it takes a lot of that money to
pay for it « The trip mode @ hole in our
savings, but it was worth it. » The new tax
is likely to blow an enormous hole in our
profits,

need sth llke (vou need) a hole in the
head humorous
if vou say you need something like a hole
in the head, you mean vou do not need it
and do not want it « We need g new
shopping centre in our neighbourkood
like we need a hole in the head!

hole-and-corner

hole-and-corner Brifish

hole-in-the-corner Brirish
hole-and corner  activities are kept
secret, usually blecause they are
dishonest » (always before noun) I don't
wand any more hole-én-the corner deuls,
Jrom now all our business will be done in
the open.

holes

pick holes in sth
to find mistakes in something someone
has done or sald, to show that it is not
good or not covrect ¢ The awyer did her
best to plck holes in the wiiness'’s
staternent.

holier-than-thou

holier-than-thou
someone who is holier-than-thou hehaves
as if they have better morals than other
peoplc = I can't stand that hollerthan-
thou attitiude that soine vegetarians have.
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beat sb hollow British & Australian
to defeat someone easily and by a large
amount » We played my brother’s school af
football and beat them hollow.
ring/sound hollow
if something scmeone says rings hollow,
it does not sound true or sincere * The
claims they made two years ago that peace
was just around the corner ring very
hollow now.
have a hollow ring * In view of the
government’s financial problems, these
promises have a hollow ring.

holy

the holy of holies humorous
a very speclal place £>The holy of
holies is the most special part of a
religious building. < This football
staditm is the holy of holies to many fans,

home

Home is where the heart is.
sormnething that you say which means that
your true home is with the person or in
the place that you love most e I don't mind
mouving round the world with Chris. Home
is where the heari is,

& home from home BGritish

& home away from home American &
Australlan
a place where you feel as comfortable as
you do In your own home o J pisit
Australia so often, it’s become a home from
home for me,

a home truth
if you tell someone a home truth, you tell
them &an unpleasant facl, usually
something bad about themselves
« (usually plural) Ir’s time someone lold
that boy a few home truths about his
behaviour

the home straight Gritish & Australion
the last part of a long or difficult activigy
» We can't glve up now we're on the home
straight.

the home stretch
the last part of a long or difficult activity
o We've been working on the project for six
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home

months, but we're in the home stretch
now.

be home and dry mainly British
be home and hosed Australian

to have completed  something
successfully = I've just golone more report

to write and I'tl be home and dry.

be home free American & Australlan

to be certain to succeed at something
because you have finished the most
difficult part of it « Once you leave the
expressway and cross the bridge, you're
home free - we’re the third house qfter the
bridge.

be nothing much to write home about
not much to write home about

to not be especislly good or exciting » The
Jfood was OK, but nothing to write home
about.

orrose something to write home
about = If England won the World Cup,
that would be something o write home
about!

bring sth home tosb %

to make someone understand something
much mote clearly than they did before,
especially something unpleasant = These
photographs finally brought home fo us
the terrible reatities of war » It wok an
internationel crisis o bring it home to
British politicians that they desperately
needed aifies in Europe.

come home to sb » if something coimes
home to someene, they understand jt
clearly » It siddenly came home o me thet
I had made the most awful mistake.
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drive/hammer st home

to say something very clearly and with o
lot of force, often repeating it several
tirnes, so that you are sure that people
understand it = She wsed charts and
statistics to drive home her message that
we need Lo economize.

hit/strike home

1 if something that someone savs hits
home, it has a strong effect on you
because it forces you to understand
something unpleasant « I could see that
the criticism was beginning to hit home.

2 if an action or a shtuatien hits home, it
has a strong negative effect » Consumer
spending has decreased as fax rises have
begun to hit home.

keep the home fires burning

to keep yvour home pleasant and in good
order while people who usually live with
you are away, especiallv at war o They
relied on thelr wives and sweethearts to
keep the home fires burning when they
marched off to war:

make vourself at home

to behave in a relaxed way inaplace, as if
it was your own home ¢ {often an order)
Sit doun and moke yourself at home
white T make Ssome coffee. = We made
ourselves af home, using the bathroom
and drinking all their beer

play away from home Dirilisi &
Australian, informal

to have sex with someone who is not vour
usual partner = (usually in continuous
tenses) How did you discover that your
husband was playing atoay from home?

What's cth when it's at home? Sritlsh &

Australian, informal

Who's sb when he'sishe’s at home?

British & Australian, informal
somerhing that you sav when you want to
know what something is or who someone
is » Feng shui? What’s that when it’s ai
home? » Who's Mariella Frostrup when
she’s at home?

homework

to make careful preparations so thar vou
know all you need to know about

something and are able to deal with it
successfully = They hadnt done their
homework, or they'd have known it twas a
wasteof time asking her that question.

honest

honest to God ln/ormnnl
something you say In order to emphasize
that you are telling the truth = 7 didn’t
mican to hurt him, honest to God Ididn't!

be as honest as the day (is long)
to be completely honest » You can be as
hones! as the day is long and still get inio
trouble If you fill In your tax form
incorrectly.

make an honest woman of sb fhiumorous
If a man makes an honest woman of
someone that he is having a relationship
with, he marries her o You've been living
with Jean for five years, Isn't it time you
made an honest woman of her?

honest-to-goodness

honest-to-goodness
an honest-te-goodness thing or person 1s
plain, simple, and exactly what they
appear to be » (slways before noun) I'd
much rather have an honest-fo-goodness
steak thanany of the fancy stuff he cooks.

honesty

Honesty is the best policy.
something that you sav which means that
it is best to be honest « Wigh relazionships,
as with so many aspects of lfe, honesty is
undoubtedly the best policy.

honeymoon

a honeymoon period
a short period at the beginning of a new
job or a new government, when no one
criticizes you = Labours brief
honeymoon perfod only lasted until the
Jivst budget.

honour-bound

be/feel honour-bound to do sth British &
Australian

be/feel honor-bound to do sth American
& Australian
to feel that vou must do something
because it is morally right, even if youdo
not want to do it » I'd rather go to
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Andrew’s party but I feel honowr-bound to
£oto Caroline’s because she asked me first.

honours

do the honours Erifish & Australian,
humorous

do the honors American & Australien
to pour drinks or serve food » Tets eat.
Shail Ido the honours?’

hoof

on the hoof

1 British & Australian if you make a
decision on the hoof, vou make it quickly
to react to a sitmation which is
happening, and do not have time to think
about it carefully

2 British & Australian if you do something
on the hoof, you do it while you are
walking around doing other things « He's
so busy, he usually has tunch on the hoof

hook

be off the hook
if a telephone Is off the hook, the part
that you spesk into is not lying in the part
that holds it so the telephone will not ring
» He left the telephone off the hook becalise
he dldn’t want to be disturbed.

by hook or by crook
if you intend to do something by hook or
by crook, you are determined not to let
anvthing stop you doing it and are ready
to use any methods = I decided that 1 wos
rolng Lo get that Job by hook or by crook.

fall for sb hook, line and sinker
to fall very much in love with someone
= I'd never seen such a pood-looking bloke
~ I just fell for him hook, line and sinker:

fall for sth hook, line and sinker
to completely believe something
someone tells you which is not true o J
told him I needed the money for my baby,
and hefell for it hook, line and sinker

hop

ring off the hook American, informal
if your telephone rings off the hook, it
rings a lot « The box office phones were
ringing off the hook all day.

Sling your hook! British, informal.
old-fashioned
an impolite way of telling someone to go
away = When he couldn't pay the rent, she
told him to sling his hook,

hooks

get your hooks into sth/sh
to get control or influence over
something or someone « We'll all be
seeing a lot less of Robert if Joanna gets
her Tooks into hirr,

hooky

play hooky American & Australian,
informal X
to stay away from school without
permission « Any kid who'’s nof in school
at this time of day must be playing hooky.

hoops .-

gofjump through hoops
to do & lot of difficult things before you
are allowed to have or do something you
want * They really make you jump
through hoops before they ollow you to
adopt a baby.
put sb through hoops * She was pur
through fur more hoops then e man wourld
hove been before the studio allowed her 1o
direct her first film.

hoot

not care/give a hoot informal ‘)('

not carelgive two hoots informal
if vou donot give a hoot about something
or someone, you do not care about them
at all » (often + about) J don’t give a koot
abowt keeping the house tidy. = (often +
question word) They don't care two hoots
who wins as fong as it’s a good game.

hop
catch b on the hop
if you eatch someone on the hop, you do

something when they are not ready for it
and may not be able to deal with it well
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* I'm gfreid you 've caught meon the hop- hornet )
I wasn't expecting your coll until this 3 hornet's nest -~

aflernoon. » I/ we atlack at the very start
of the gpome, we may just catch thelr
defenders on the hop.

hope

hope against hope
to hope very strangly that something will
happen, although vou know it is not very

a situation or subject which causes a lot
of people to become angry and upset
£35 A hornet is a large insect that stings
people badly, « His remarks on the role of
women have stirred up a hornet’s nest
amongst feminists. » Animal cloning is a
real hornet's nest.

likely * (usually in continuous tenses; horns
usually + that) We were just hoping e onthe horns of a dilemma

aeainst hope that she would be rescued.

a hope chest American
the things a young woman collects to use
in her home after she is married « Gloria
spent the next fete months embroidering

to be unable o decide which of two
things to do because either could have
bad results » How can toe decide which
hospital to cluse? We are on the horns of a
dilemma.

sheets for her hope chest. draw/pull in vour horns

livein hope >
to hope that something you want to
happen will happen one day = Nowe of my
poems have been published vet, but I live

to act in a4 more careful way than you did
before, especially by spending less money
= He'll have to draw in his horns, now that
he's lost his job.

in hope. lock horns

hopes

pin your hopes on sth/sb 4
to hope that something or someone will

if two people lock horns, they argue
about something = (often + over) The
mayor and her deputy locked horns over
the plans for the new road.

help you achleve what you want = The horse

party is pinning its hopes on its new leader
who is young good-looking, and very
popular with ordinar y people.

hopping

be hopping mad old fashioned
to be very angry = My Dad was hopping
mad when I told him I'd crashed his car:

horizon

on the horlzon
something that is on the horizon is likely
to happen $oon « Therg is no new drug on
the hortzon that will make this disease

horse sense old-fashioned

ardinary practical knowledge of the best
way to deal with people and situations
= Has he got enough horse sense not to get
into debt?

a horse of another/a different color

American

a situation or a subject that is different
from what vou had first thought it was
= You said you didn’t like going io the
movles, but if you don’t want to go because
wou're hroke, that's a korse of another
color.

gasier to treat, eatllke a horse .ﬂ;)(\

horizons
broaden/widen sb's horizons

if you cat like a horse, you alwayseat a
lot of food = She eats ke o horse, so { don't
know how she manages to stay so thin.

to increase the range of things that (straight) from the horse’s mouth .~

someone knows about, has experienced,
or is able to do » This rip to the Far Fast
has certainly broadened our jfamily's
horizons.

if you get information about something
from the horse’s mouth, you get it from
someone who is involved in it and knows
alot about it » Are you sure ske's leaving?’



‘Definitely, T heard it straight from the
horse’s mouth.’

| could eat a horse.

something that yon say when you are
very hungry = I've had nothing but a
sandwich all day - T conld eat a horse,

You can load a horse to water (but you
can’t make him/it drink).

something that you say which means you
cun give someone the oppartunity to do
something, but you cannot force them to
do it if they donot want to « I'made all the
arrangements, bought the ticket, and even
took him to the airport, but he just
wouldn’t get on the plane. Well, you can
lead a horse to water, but you cannot make
him drink.

horses

Horses for courses. British & Austrolian
something that you say which means that
it Is important to choose suitable people
for particular activities because
everyone has different skills = Ah well,
horses for courses. Just because a plumber
can mend youwr washing maoachine, U
doesn’t folfow that he can mend your car
as wedl,

Don't spare the horses. Australian,
informal -}":
something that you say to someone in
arder to tell them to hurry » Go and buy
some mitk and don’t spare the horses.
Hold your horses! informal

something thar vou say in order ro tell
someone to stop doing or eaying
something because they are golng too
fast = Just hoid your horses. Bill. Lets
think about this for a moment.

hostage

a hostage to fortune /ormal

if something is & hostage to formune. it
could be harmed hy things that happen in
the future » Inviting terrorists totake part
in the talks has created a hostage to
Sortune.

give a hostage to fortume formal
give hostages to fortune formal » if
something gives a hostage to fortume, it
may cause problems in the future « She
could never be president because her
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Journaliseic work glves too many hostages
to fortune.

hot

hot alr informal
if something that someone says Is just
hat alr, 1t s not sincere and will have no
practical results » Their promises turned
out to be just so much hot air

(all) hot and bothered {1/ormal
worrled or angry and sometimes
physically hot » Dad gets all ho! and
bothered {f someone parks tn his parking
space.

hot and heavy American, informal
if sumething or sumeone is hot sand
heavy. they are full of strong emotions or
sexual feelings » Guess who I saw gerting
ot and heavy on the dance floor?
o Televiston news coverage of the flghting
has bewn hot and heavy.

hot dog American, informal

to perform acrions in & sport so that
people notice you because of your skill er
speed o (always - adv/prep) They spent
tire day hot dogging dotwn the stopes at
Aspen,
a hot dog American, informal someone
who tries to make people natice them by
performing especially fast or well in a
sport « Mike's just one hot dog! - it's
amaezing what he does in front of a big
crotd.

Hotdog! American, old-fushioned
something that vou say when you are
very pleased about something » You won
the race? Fot dog!

hot under the collar irformal
if someone is hot under the collar they
are angry » He got very hot under the
collar when I suggested that he might be
mistaken. = The issue of waste dispusal is
getfing a lot of people hot under the collar

& hot button American, Informel
a subject that is Important to people and
which they feel very strongly about
= Cender issties have become something of
a hot bution of late.
hot-button American » {alwavs before
noun) Sex discrimination in employmenit
{30 hot-bustton political 1ssue now

o



a hot potato Informal
something that [s difficult or dangerous
to deal with = The abortion issue s a
political hot potato in the United States.

a hotspot

1 a place where people po for exciting
entertaimment like dancing = The club is
one of the city'’s premiere hot spots.

2 a dangerous place where there may be a
war or other violent events o | spent my
career reporting from the worid’s kot
Spots.

the hot ticket American
someone or something that is very
popular at the present time = Fashion
woriters predict that ankle-strap shoes will
be the hot ticket this fall.
hot-ticket American » (always before
noun) CD-Rom is a hot-ticket item in the
stores right nou.

he hot off the press
news that is hot off the press has just
been printed and often contains the most
recent information about something
o This is the latest news from Bosnia, hot
off the press.

be hot stuff very informafl
if someone is hot stuff, they are sexually
attractive » There’s a new girl in owr class.
She’s hot stufl

be In hot water
if someone is in hot water, people are
angry with them and they are likely to be
punished « fe found himself in hot water
over his speech about immigration.
get (sb) into hot water = You 'l ge! o
hot water If your teacher finds oul.

be too hot to handle informol
if something or someone is too hot to
handle, people cannot deal with them,
because they are dangerous or difficult
= The book was so0 sexually explicit, it was
considered toc hot to hondle by most
publishers.

blow hot and cold
to sometimes like or be interested in
something or someone and sometimes
not, o people are confused about how
you really feel » It’s Impossible to have a
relationship with someone who blows hot

and cold all the thme. = (often — about)
Sophie kept blowing hot and cold about
the idea of working abroad.

drop sbisth like a hot bridk/potato
informal
to suddenly get rid of someone or
something that you have been involved
with becausc you do not want them any
more or you are worrled they may causo
problems » The governmeni dropped the
plan like a hot brick when they realized
the bad feeling it was causing.

feel/go hot and cold (all over) British &
Australign, informal
to fecl that yvour body is hot and cold at
the same time, because yon have had a
shock = When 1 suddenly saw him vgoin
in the street after ali these years, 1 went hot
and cold ali over

golsell like hot cakes
if things are going like hot cakes, peaple
are buying a lot of them very fast » (often
in continuous tenses) The book has only
Just been published and copies are already
selling like hot cakes it both Britain and
America.

have [done/had/seen etc.] more sth than
sb has had hot dinners Hritlsh &
Australian
to have done. had, seen etc. something
many times, so that you have had more
experience of it than the person you are
talking to « Young man, I've been o more
football matches than you've had hot
dinrners, so you don't have to explain the
rules of the gome to me.

in hot pursuit ;'»r'/

if you are in hot pursuit of someone or
something, you are following closely
behind them and trying hard to catch
them » The gang fled frorm the scene of the
crime with the police in hot pursit.
 (often + of) Jean immediately Jumped
inio her car and set off in hot pursuit of
the truck.

in the hot seat British, American &
Australian

on the hot seat American
in a position where you are respansible
for important or difficult things * He
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suddenly found himself in the hot seat,
Jaclng @ hundred angry residents at a
protest meeting. = She hus been the woman
in the hot seat at this company during the
last five difficult years.

hotfoot

hotfoot it informal
to walk or run quickly = You'd betler
hotfoot it down to the video shop hefore it
closes.

hots

to have the hots for sb very informal
1o be stongly sexually attracted to
someone * He's had the hots for Sue ever
since hefirst met her

hot-to-trot

hot-to-trot American, very informal

sexually exciting or sexually excited » He
used to buy her hot-to-trot underwear and

little red lyera numbers with plunging
necklines,

hour

in sb's hour of need
at a time when someone needs help very
much = I shall never forget that they were
the people who helped me in my hour of
need.

hours

at all hours (of the day and night)
at any time of the day or night « They
keep calling me on the phone at all hours
Lo ask questions I've already anstwered.

at all hours (of the night)
wvery late at night » Howe do you expect me
to slecp when you ‘re playing loud music at
all hours?
till all hours (of the night) until very
late at night = They sit up till all howrs of
the night drinking beer and playing cards.

house

ahouseof cards
an organization or a plan that is very
weak and can easlly be destroyed » The
organization that looked so solid and
dependable turned out to be a house of
oards,

how

bring the house down
if someone or something brings the
honse down during a play or show, thev
make the people watching it laugh orclap
very loudly « The clown sang a duet with
ihe talking horse, which brought the fiouse
down every night.

eat ¢b out of house and home humorous
to eat most of the food that someone has
in their house » The boys have only been
back nwo days and they've already eaten
me out of house and home.

get on llke a house on fire informal
if two pcopic get on like & house on fire,
they like each other wvery much and
become friends very quickly = I was
worried that they wouldn't like each vther;
but in fact they're getting on like a house
on fire.

get/put your own house in order
to solve your own problems » You should
put your own house in order before you
start giving me advice.

not glve sth/sb house room
to refuse to become involved with
someone or something, because vou do
not like them or approve of them = A
respectable organization shouddn’t be
giving house room to a bunch of blgoted
Jonatics.

on the house
if food or drink is on the house in a bar or
restaurant, It Is provided free by the
owner * We had to wait for a table so they
gave us all gin and tonics on the house.

houses

go (all) round the houses Brivish
to waste time saying a Iot of things that
are not important before you get to the
subject vou want (o talk about = There's
no need to go all round the houses, fust tell
me straight out what'’s wrong.

how

And how! American & Australian
something that vou say In order to
emphasize that vou agree with what
someone has just said « “Ir was a great
game last night.” And how!"



huddle

huddie

get/go Into a huddle
to form a group away from other people
to discuss something secretly = They went
into @ huddle for a minute, then accepted
theoffer.

hue

a hue and cry
when there is a hue and cry about
something, a lot of people complain
noisily about it » Local people raised a
terrible hue and cry about the plan to
close the vitlage school.

huff

huff and puff

1 to breathe noisily, usually because you
have been doing physical exercise
o They're so unfit they start huffing and
puffing if they have to run further than
twenty yards.

2 informal to complain nolsily about
something but not be able to do anything
about it * They hyffed and puffed about
the price, but eventually they paid up.

In a huff informal
feeling angry with someone because they
have done or said something to upset you
» She's in a huff’ because I forgot to call her
last night, » He walked off inahyff because
{ hadn't saved hima spoce al the table.

human

To err is human, (to forgive, divine).
Jormal
spmething that you say which means it is
natural to make mistakes and it is
important to forgive people when they do
» You'd think he could find it in his heart

202

to jorgive her To err is human and all
thad,

hump

be over the hump American, informal
to be past the most difficult or dangerous
part of an activity or period of rime
¢ We're over the hump now. I'm back at
work and weve repaid our debts.

get the hump British, informal
to ger annoyed or upset with someone
because yvou think they have done
something bad to you = Tony gof the hump
because he thought toe hadn'i invited him
fo the party
have got the hump British, informal
* She’s got the hump because I forzot her
birthday.

hunky-dory

be hunky-dory informal
if a situation is hunky-dory, there are no
probleme and people are happy * It's no

good pretending everything is hunky-dory.
I heard you tiwo arguing last night.

hush

hush money
money that you pay someocne to swop
them telling anyone else about

something that you want to keep secret
* His assistant had been patd hush money
Lo stop him from speaking to the press.
hustle
hustle and bustle
busy and noisy activity « (usunally + of)

He wanted « little cottage far away from
the hustle and bustle of city life.
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ignorance
Ignorance is bliss.
something that you say which means if
you do not know about a problom or an
unpleasant fact, you do not worry about
it » I wish the newspapers would stop
telling us about the dangers of eating
mead, I seems to me {gnorance is bliss,
ill
ice beill at ease <
beonice to feel anxious or embarrassed » (often +

if plans are on ice, thoy are not going to
be dealt with untll some point in the
future » Both projects are on ice until the
guestion of funding is resolved.

with) He always felt a little ill at ease with
strangers. = {(sometimes + in) The girl
behind the bar looked ill of ease in her
undform.

put sth on ice = Flans jor a women-only
Jilm screening have been put on ice
Sollowing threats of legal action.

It's an Il wind (that blows nobody any
good). X
something that vou say which means
most bad things that happen have a good
result for someone  But it's an i wind.
The wettest June in history has
replenished the reservoirs.

in

You're In there! British, iformal
something that you say in order to tell
someone that another person Is sexually
attracted to them  Did you see how that
2inl was looking at you? You're in there,

an ice-breaker * We usually start the
session with an ice-breaker in the form of
a game.

cut no lce with sb

if something cuts no ice with someone, it
does not cause them to change their

f
opinion or decision » I've heard her T
excuses and they cut no ice with me. in absentia .-
. in absentla formal
ideas if something happens to someone In
put ideas into sb's head absentia, they are not present when it
to make someone want to do something happens to them » The court convicted her
they had not thought aboul doing before, In absentia and fined her $500.
especially something stupid » (often in inch
continuous tenses) Dont go putling be kischa it

ideas into his head. We haven got the & -
monag for o ear » Who put all these ideas to be a particular kind of person in every

into her head about becoming an actress? way * He looked every inch the slick, city
businessman.

ifs
= i An inch is 8 small measurement of
no ifs and buts Brifish & Austrulian length. It is used in the following
no ifs, ands or buts Amerfcan phruses connected with & small
something that you say to & child to stop amount.

them arguing with you when you want
them to dosomething  { wcant no ifs and
buats, just tidy your room like I toid you to!
= No Ifs, ands or buts, you're going up to
bed now!

beat sb to within an inch of their life
to attack someone 50 violently that they
almost die = She was begten to within an
inch of her life on e back street in London.
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not budge/give an inch
to refuse to change your opinion or agres
to even very small changes that another
person wants « I Keep asking her to think
again, but she weon't budge an inch.
* (sometimes + on) He refuses to give an
inch on health and sqfety issues.

come within an inch of doingsth
to very nearly do something, especiatly
something dangerous or exciting » f came
within an inch of losing my life on the
rocks below.

Give sb an inch and they'll take a mile.
something that yousay which meansthat
if you allow someone o behave badly at
all, they will start to behave very badly
s I'm alvays wary aboul making
concessions o these people. Give them an
inch and they’ll take a mile.

not trust sb an Inch Brifish & Austratian
to not trust somecne &t all, o He's
charming enough but T wouldn't trust him
an inch.

Indian

an Indian summer

1a period of warm weather which
sometimes happens in early autumn
= Both the UK and Ireland have been
enjoying an Indian sunaner over the puasi
few weeks.

2 a2 specessful or pleasant perlod in
someone's life, especially towards the
end of their life « The book describes the
last 20 years of Churchill’s life, including
kis Indian summer s prime wunister
tretiveen 1951 and I1855.

in flagrante delicto

in flagrante (delicto) hiumorous
if someone Is discovered in flagrante
delicto, they are discoversd doing
something wrong, especially having sex
with someone who 15 not their husband
or wife » She came home fo cateh her
hushond in flogrante delicto with the nex-
door neizhbour

influence

under the influence
if someone is under the influenee, they
arc drunk = Were you serlous last night
about wanting a baby or was it just

because you were under the influence?
o Driving under the influence is a very
serions offerce.

in loco parentis

in loco parentis formal
to be responsible for a child while the
child's parents are absent ¢ Teachers are
in loco parentis while children are at
school

ins _
the ins and outs informal X
the dewails or facts about something
o (usually + of) I don't know all the ins
and outs of the situctlon but I gather
Roger and Mark hacen't been getfing on
too well.
inside
aninside job
# crime committed by someone against
the organization that thoy work for » (not
used with the) The computers were faken
Jrom a lecked room, which makes i look
like an inside job.
have the inside track mainly American
to have a special position within an
organization or a speclal relationship
with a person that gives you advantages
that other people do not have » (often +
with) Me thinks I have the inside track
with the director so he keeps hassling me
Sor infermation.

insignificance P

fade/pale into insignificance ~
if something pales into insignificance, it
does not seem at all important when
compared to something else » When yotr
childs #l, everything else paies lntn
insignificance. « With the outhreak of war
all else fades into insignificance.

in situ

in situ formal
if something is ingitu, it is in its origingl
place » The cave paintings must be vicweed
in situ lecouse they are considered too
delicale to be moved 1o a museum.
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insult « A

add insult to injury
to make a bad situatlon even worse for
someone by doing something else to
upset themn « First of all he arrived an
hour late and then, to add insult to injury,
he proceeded 1o comiplain about my choice
of restaurant.

intents

to all intents and purposes ~
in all the most impartant ways = We've
got a few odd things to finish, but to all
intents and purposes the job is done.
o They redesigned the old model and
created something which was to all intents
arl purposes a brand new car.

interference

run interference American
to help someone achieve something by
dealing with the people or problems that
might prevent them from dolng so
« (usually 1 for) When it comes o finding
a hotel room, you'tl be glad o have a
lourist guide run interference for you,

inverted

in inverted commas British & Australian
sarrething that you say when a phrase
vou are using to describe something s
the phrase that people usually use but it
does not really show the truth
£S5 Inverted commas are a pair of
printed marks put at the beginning and
end of a word or phrase to show that
someonc else has written or sald it
= They were the kind of well-meaning
people that wanted to ‘do good” in inverted
COMMmas.

iron

an Iron fist/hand in a velvet glove
something that you say when vou are
describing someone who scems to be
gentle but is in fact severe and firm » 7o
enforce each new low the president uses
persuasion first, and then force — the iron
hand in the velvef glove,

an lron man Americon & Ausfrolion
a man who is physically very stong and
can work hard for a long rime  He likes to

think of hunsell as some sort ¢f iron man
who doesn’t need sleep like the rest of us.
pump iron informal
to lift beavy objects for exercise in order
to Increase your strength or to improve
your appearance » These days, both men
and women prunsp tron for fitness.
rule (sh) with a rod of iron Sritish,
Amerlcan & Austratian
rule (sb) with an iron fisthhand Ameértcan
& Australian
to control a group of people very firmly,
having complete power over everything
that they do ¢ For 17 years she ridled the
country with arod of tron. = My uncle rules
the family bustness with an tron hand.,
strike while the iron is hot
to do something immediately while you
have a good chance of achieving success
* You may not gel a better affer - I'd strike
while the iron’s hot, if 1 were you.

irons

have [a few/a lot etc.] irons in the fire
to have several jobs at the same time or to
have several possibilities of work = If
that job application doesn’t work out I've
£ot a couple more irons in the fire.

itchy

have itchy feet British & Australian,
informal
to want to travel or to do something
different « Why ‘ve you got all these fravel
brochures? Do you have itchy feet?
get ltchy feet British & Austrolian,
fformal » He's been tn the same fob for (00
long and he’s getting itchy feet.

ivories

tickla/tinkla the ivories iumarous
to play the piano £> The parts of a piano
that you press to play it used to be made
of a hard white substance called ivory
» Grandma cowdd tickle the lvories like a
professtonal,

ivory :

an ivory tower )<
if you are mn an vory tower, you are ina
place or situation where you are
separated from ordinary life and its
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problome » How much of the rescarch the north cast of the US = The company

done by academics In their ivory lawers is thinks the best management trairees come

ever read or published? JSrom the fuy League.

ivy League American = He doesn’t have

i“’ N/ the Tvy League educarion of some aof his

the lvy League American opponents. » He hated the Iuy League
a group of old und very good colleges in cortformity of the college.
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Jack

a jack of all trades .~
someone who bas many skills or who
does many different jobs * Bill can do
plumbing., carpentry, or a bit of
gardening - he's a jack of all trades,
really.

a Jack the Lad British, informal,
old-fashioned
a confident and not very serious young
man who behaves as he wants to without
thinking about other peoaple o Three
chiidren with three different women? Well,
he always was a bitof aJack the Lad.

jackpot

hit the jackpot X
tn be very successful, often in a way
which means you make a lot of money
e When my second book was published I
thought I'd really hit the jackpol.

jack robinson

before you can say Jack Robinson
old-fashioned
if vou say that something happens before
vou can say Jack Robinson, it happens
very suddenly « I offered her a chocolate
but before you could say Jack Robinson
she'd eaten half the box.

jam

Jam tomorrow British
something that you want which you are
told you will get soon but which never
appears = Nobody will accept o pay cul,
and it's not éenough to promise jam
{Omorrow.

be in (a bit of) a jam old-Jashioned
to be in a difficult situation « I'm in bif of

a jar. Could you possibly lend me some
maoney tHl next week?

jim crow

Jane Doe

Jane Doe American
a woman or girl whose name must bo
kept secret or is not known, especially in
a court of law » A former employee,
referred to only as Jane Doe, is sulng the
company for unfair discrimination.

jazz

and all that jazz informal
and other similar things « They seli
televisions and all that jazz.

Jekyll

a Jekyll and Hyde
someone whose personality has two
different parts, one very nice and the
other very unpleasant £ This phrase
comes from the book The Strange Caseof
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde by Robert Louis
Stevenson. * You can't depend on him o
be friendly - he's a Jekvil and Hyde.
Jekyll and Hyde = Many alcoholics
develop Jekyil and Hyde personalities.

je ne sais quoi

a je ne sais quoai
a pleasant quality which you cannot
describe Or name * He's not particularly
attractive but he has a certain je ne sals
Quoi which women jind irresistibie.

jewel

the jewel In the crown
the best or most valuable thing 1n a group
of things = (often + of) The island of
Tresco, with s beautiful tropical gardens,
is the jewel In the crown of the Scilly Isies.

jiggery-pokery

liggery-pokery old fushioned
secret activitics that are not honest » We
suspect there's been some financial
jlggerypokery going on in the accounts
department.

jim crow

Jim Crow American
a situation that existed until the 196{0s in
the south of the US, when black people
were treated badly especially by being
scparated from white people In public
places £5 Jim Crow was the name of a
black character in a 19th century song



jitters

and dance act, » Jim Crow meant there
teere no black kids in white schools.

Jim Crow American » (always before
noun) As soon as he moved to Tenessee, he
became aware of the Jim Crow latws.

jitters

get the jitters (nformal 7N
to feel anxious, especially before an
important event « I alivays get the jitters
hefore an interview,
give sb the )itters infarmal « Don'tdrive
so fast. You're glving me the Jitters.

job

a job lot British & Australlan
a collection of vhjects that are bought or
sold together as a group » I bought a job
lot of furniture at an auction.

do a job on sh/sth malnly American,
infurmal
to hurt or damage someonc or something
* Hereally did a Job on her, telling her how
much he loved her and then leaving her:
s Someone sure did a job on this table -
there are scratches atl cyer it.

do the job infarmal
if something does the job, it is suitable
for a particular purpose » Here, this knife
shouid do the job = I needed to tie the fwo
parts together and an old stocking did the
Job perfectly.

fall down on the job
tofail to do something that you should do
e The armed forces will take over if the
local authorities fall down on the job.

It’s more than my Job’s worth. Brifish &
Australian, informal
something that vou say in order to tell
someone that you cannot do what they
want you to do because vou would lose
your job if you did  I'm sorry, but it'd be
more than my job's worth to take any
maoney from you.

a Job's comforter old-fashloned
someone who tries to make vou feel
happier but makes you feel viorse instead
£> Job was a character in the Bible who
had a lot of bad things bappen to him.
* She's a real Job's comforter She keeps
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telling me I'm going to die soon amucay 5o
Ishouldn't worry ebout anything
liedownonthejob
to not work as hard at something as you
should = The new Police Chiel fired two
officers ke accused of lying down on the job.
jobs
jobs for the boys Eritish & Australian
work that is given by someone who is in
an important position to their friends or
members of thelr family « They operated
@ system of jobs for the boys.

Joe Bloggs

Joe Bloggs British & Australian
an ordinary person = There's no poing
asking your average Joe Bloggs what he
thinks about opera.

Joe Blow

Joe Blow American & Australian
an ordinary person = Television loday is
geared Lo your average Joe Dlowa

Joe Public i

Joa Public Liritish, informal
the public = The test of any new product is
will Joe Public buy it?

John Bull

John Bull old-fashioned
a character who represents a typical
English man or the English people
£2 This phrase comes from a book called
The History of John Bull written by John
Arbuthnot in 1712. = In the cartoon, John
Bull appears as a shorl, stocky figure
wearing a waistcoat with the British flag
on.

John Doe

John Doe American
a man or boy whose real name must be
kept secret or is not known. especially in
a court of law » The patient was referred
io th cour! documents as John Doe.

John Hancock

your John Hancock American, humorous
vour signature £5 John  Hancock’s
signature was the first signature on the
American Declaration of Independence
in 1776 = {f you put your John Hancock on

b



the last page we'tl be finished with the
Jormalities.

Johnny-come-lately

a Johnny-come-lately old-fashioned
someone who has only recently started a
Job or activity and has suddenly become
very successful » She denles suggestions
that shes a Johnny<come-lately, saying
that she has worked for years o get her
ewen shoto

Johnny-on-the-spot

Johnny-on-the-spot American, informai
someone who is immediately ready to do
something, especially to help someone
= This gy had jfust gotten a flat tire, and
there I was, Johnrywon-the-spol with my
tools int the beck of the car

John Q Public N

John Q Public American, humorous
the public » You have 0 ask yourself what
John Q Public will think when he hears
about the government gverspending

joie de vivre

joie de vivre
a feeling of happiness and enjoyment of
life « She will be remembered above all for
her Kindness and her great joie de vicre.

joke _

getigo bayond a joke
if a situation gets beyond a Joke, It
becomes extremely serious and worrying
o He's drunk maore nights than he's sober
these days - this has gone beyond a joke.

the joke’s on sb
something that you say which means
someone who tried to make other people
seem suly has made themselves Seem
silly Instead » The burglars managed o
lock themselves into the house until the
police arvived, so the joke's on them!

joker

the joker in the pack
someone or something that could change
a situation 1 a way that you do not
expect » The independent candidate is the
joker in the pack in this election.

208

judgment

jokin

You're Joking! informal
something that you sav when you are
very surprised by what someonc has just
told you o "They're gefting married, you
know’ "You're joking! They've only knoun
each other a month.”

jolly

be jolly hockey sticks British, humeorowus
if & worman or situation is jolly hockey
sticks, the woman or the people involved
in that situation belong to a high social
class, and often talk in a very happy way
that seems false « Well, she’s okay, bul a
litrie jolly hockey sticks, if’ you know what
Iean.

Joneses

keep up with the Joneses
to try to own all the same things as people
you know in order to seem as good as
them « Her only concern in life was
keeping up with the Joneses.

joy

jump forjoy
to be very happy about something good
that has happened  Tina jumped for joy
when she found out she'd be in the team.

judgment

a judgment call American
a decision comeone has to make using
their own Mdeas and opinlons £ In
sport, a judgment call is a decision made
by an official in & competition using their
own opinion of what they haveseen. = it's
a judgmerd call - do we go by plane or risk
taking the car to the conference?

sit in judgment onfover sh
to say that what someonc has done is
morally wrong, believing vourself 1o be
better = We none of us have the right o sit
in Judgmert on owr fellow man.



jugular

jugular

go for the jugular informal

tn criticize someone very cruelly by
talking about what you know will hurt
them most £3 The jugular is & large vein
that carries blood to the heart.
o Cunningham, who wusually goes
straight for the jugular, seerned
strangely reluciant to say anything

juice

stew in your own juicefjuices informal
if you leave someone to stew in their own
juice, you leave them to worry about
something had that has happened or
something stupid they have done » She'tl
calm down - just leave her to stew in ker
owsh fuices for a bit.

jump

get a/the jump on sby/sth mainly
Amertcan, informal
to start domg something beforc other
people start, or before something
happens, in order to get an advantage for

yoursclf « [f [ leave work early on Fridays
1 can get a jump on the traffic.
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jury

the jury is (still) out
if the jury is still out on 2 subject, no
decision has been made or the answer is
not yet certain » (usually + on) The jury’s
stifl out on whether animal experiments
are reaily necessary. « We asked people to
comment on the latest male fashions, but it
secms the jury's out.

just

not be just a pretty face humorous
if someone is not just a pretty face, they
are not only atiractive butalso intelligent
* ‘How did you Krniow that? ‘Well, I'mt not
Just a pretry face, you Know"

be just the job Eritish & Australion

be just the ticket British, old-fashioned
to be perfect for a particular purpose » He
nectled a car to pick her up in ard Will's
sports car seemed just the job.

get vour just desarts
if you get yowr just deserts, something
bad happens to you that you deserve
because of something bad you have done
s Did you read aboul the burplar whose
own house was broken into? He really got
his juest cleserts.
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keeping

in keeping with sth
in & way that is sultable or right for a
particular sltuation, style, ar tradition
o In keeping with tradifion, we always
have takey on Christmas Day. » Her
miillonatre lfestyle s very much n
keeping with her celebrity statis.
orrosime out of keaplng with sth = The
antigue desk seems ot of keeping with the

AERaFOn modern furniture in the rest of the hotse.
a kangaroo court
a court of law which is not official and k“p” - .
for keeps informal .

which judges someone in an unfair way
* A kangaroo court was set up by the
strikers to deal with people who had

for ever = ‘Do you :mniwur tennls racket
back? “No, it’s yours for keeps,' » She sald
she's left hirn for keeps this time.

refused to stop working.
4 e play for keeps American & Australian,
keen informal
be as keen as mustard British & to do something very serlously and not

just for enjosyment = These arms dealers
play for keeps — they want the best
weaponys avrailabie and will do anything to

Australiun, old fashioned
to be very eager * Why don't we ask Tom
tocaptaln the cricket ream? He's as keen as

mustard. get them,
K ken
eep be beyond st's ken

Keep your shirt onl British, American &
Australlan, informal

Keep vour hair onl British & Australian,
informal
a slightly impolite way of

if a partieular subject is beyond your
ken, vou do not understand it or know
much about it = Don't tatk to me about
finance - it's beyond my ken. » Most of

€UiNg  porrida’s work is beyond the ken of the

someone who is angry to try to be calm average student.
and patient « Keep yowr shirt on! I'll be K
with you in a second. ept
a kept man/woman humorous

: <
keep yourself to yourself somecne who docs not work and who Is

if you keep yourself to yourself, you live
a quiet life and avoid doing things with or
talking to other people « We don’t know
anything about hex, she keeps herself
herself

given money and a place to live by the
person who they are having a sexual
relationship with e Ske was determined to
Jind wark and not become a kepl woman
tike her sister:

keeper kerb-crawler
not be your brother’s keeper a kerb-crawler British & Australian
not be sb’s keeper a curb-crawler American

to not be responsible for what someone
does or for what happens to them = It 5 alf
oo easy for us not W Intervene in another
country's problems, telling ourselves that
we're nol our brother's Kecper » You
shouldn't biame yourself for whats
happened to Simon, You're not his keeper,
you knoto.

someone who drives slowly along a road
looking for someone to have sex with = f
don’t ke walking down this road at night
- it’s full of prostifutes and kerb-crawlers.
kerb-crawllng British & Australian
curb-crawling American « There was a
big scandal after the judge was prosecuted
far kerb-crawling.



kettle

kettle

be another/a different kettla of fish
if you say that something or someone is 8
different kettle of fish, you mean that
they are completely different from
something or someune else that has been
talked ahout » Andy was never very
interested in school, but Anna, now she
was a completely different kettle of fish.
» ['d driven an automatic for years but
learning to handle a car with gears was
another kettle of fish altogether.
a finelpretty kettie of fish mainly ' -

q - _‘)' N,
a difficult situation « That's a fine kettic
of fish — the car wort't start and 1 have to
leave in five minuies.

key Ne

holdthekey

to provide the explanation for something
that you could not previously nnderstand
= Fiennes, who had been looking for the
place for twenty years, became convinced
that this road held the key.

kibosh

put the kibosh on sth old-fashioned,
informal

to prevent something that is planned
from happening = The rain put the kibosh
on our plarns for a picnic.

kick

kick sb when they ' rc down

to do something bad to someone when
you know they already have a lot of
vroblems o Idis wife left him last month
and I'don’t want to kick o man when he's
down. bu:t we simply don't have any more
work for him.

kick vourself

if you say that youw'll kick yourself when
or if something happens, you mean that
you will feel angry with yourself because
you have done something stupid or
missed an opportunity = You'll kick
yoursell when T tell you 1who camme In Just
afier you left. « If Idon't get one now and
they've sold out By next week, I'lt kick
nyself,
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kick up a fussirowistink
to complain Joudly in order to show that
you are very annoved about something
¢ Our food was cold so my futher Kicked up
a fuss and refused fo pay the service
charge.

::k sh in the t&’zﬁd oniy
trying to help him and she felt that she'd
been kicked in the tzelh,

a kick up the arse/backslde British &
Australian, very informal

a kick in the butt/pants Amcrican &
Australion, very informad
if you give someone a kick up the arse.
you do or say something to try to stop
them being lazy « He does nothing but
watch TV all day. His mother should give
him a kick up the backside. » The threat of
losing my job was the kick in the pants I
needed.

got a kick out of sth/doing sth nformal
to enjoy doing something very much
* Anyone who gets a kick out of horror
mogies will love this show. » T get a real
Eick out of shopping for new shoes.

kick-off

for a kick-off informal
something that you say which means that
what you are going to say next is the first
of alist of things you could say = "Whal's
wrong with i&? Well, for a kick off it
hasn't beencooked properiy”

kicks

for kicks informal
it you do something for kicks, especially
something dangerous, vou do it because
you think it is exciting « Local kids steal
cars and race them up and down the sireet,
Just for kicks.



kid

be llke a kid In a candy store American &
Australian
to be very happy and excited about the
things around you, and often to react to
them in & way which is silly and not
controlled « You should have seen him
when they arrived. He was likea kid tha
candy store,

handleftreat sb with kid gloves

to be very polite or kind to someone who
s important or easily upset because you
do not want to make them angry or upset
#> Kld gloves are gloves made from very
soft leather which would fee] very soft if
someone touched you with them. ¢ Linde
can be a very difficulr woman - you've
really got to handle her with kid gloves.

kids

klds" stuff British & Australian

kid stuff American
an activity or piece of work that is very
easy » A fivemile bike ride? That’s kids'
styfl

kill

kill or cure British & Australlon
a way of solving a problem which will
either fall ecompletely or be very
successful » Haplrg a baby can be kill or
cure for @ troubled marriage,

move In for the kill

go (in) for the kill
to prepare to defeat soineone completely
in an argument or campetition when
they are already in a weak position
o After two days of constant media
coverage, journalists sensed the minister
twas weakening and they moved in for the
kill. » At &3 6-2 up, Sampras went in for
the kul and won the final set 60,

killing

make a killing informel x
toearn a lot of monev very easlly = (olten
+ on) She made o killing on the house so
shecan’t be short of money

kilter

out of kllter

1 if something is out of kilter, it is not
operating or working as it should » Even

X

pne sleepless night can throw your body
owt of kilter:

2 if two things are out of kilter, or if one
thing is out of kilter with another, they
are not similay any more » (often + with)
A further tax increase on cigarettes would
put Britain ot of kKilter with the rest of
Europe.

kindly

not take kindly to sth
to not like something that someone says
or does = Be caraful what you say to Mike -
he doesr’t take Kindly to criticism, = 1
didn’t take kindly to being thrown out of
the team.

kindness

Kill b with kindness
to be too kind to someone ¢ Rab’s killing
me with Kindness - he phones me all the
time to see if I'm alright when really I fust
need 1o be left alone.

king

king of the castle Brisish

king of the hill Armerican
the most successful or most powerful
persan in a2 group of people ¢ Jamie
Spence was king of the castle yesterday
when he beat the defending champton in
the third round. « Owr team is sure to be
king of the hill thisyear

a king’s ransom
avery large amount of moncy = (not used
with the) She was wearing a diamond
necklace which must have been worth a
king’s ransom.

live llke a king
to live in a very comfortable way with all
the Iwxuries you want = He lived like a
king for six months, drinking champagne
and driving a Porsche, unill the money
Jinally ranout.

kingdom

blast/blow sb/sth to kingdom come
informal
to kill someone or destroy something by
using a gun or bomb = Fifteen soldiers
were blown to kingdom come in the atiack.
s Police discovered a bomb which wos



kinks

large enough to blast the whole town fo
kingdom come.
till/until kingdom come

for a very long time £> Until Kingdom
come’ is 2 phrase from a prayer in the
Bible and means ‘until the worldends’. o I
don’t want to wait until kingdom come for
you to dectde what you re doing.

kinks

iron out the kinks mainly American
to get rid of any problems that you are
having with the way that you are doing
something = The team was still trying o
iron out the kinks in their game in the last
quarter

kiss

kiss and make up humorous
if two people kiss and make up, they stop
being angry with each other and become
friendly again * Jlan and I used to fight a
lot, but we always kissed and made up
afterwards.

kiss and tell
to talk on television, in a newspaper ete.
about a sexual relationship you have had
with a famous person, especially in order
to get a lot of money = The singer’s ex-
gir{friend was paid £20,000 by a tabloid
newspaper to kiss and tell.
kiss-and-tell = (always before noun) Her
kiss-and-tell revelations scandalized
Hollywood.

the kiss of death informal
an event or action that causes something
to fafl or be spolled » {(often + for) Asking
Jenry fo cook is the kiss of death for any
dinner party.

give cb the kiss of life British &
Australlan
to help someone who has stopped
breathing to breathe again by blowing
into their mouth and pressing thelr chest
v A doctor who had withessed the accident
gave the victim the kiss of life but failed to
revive him.

kissing

a kissing cousln old fashioned
sOmeone you are related to but not very
closely » I didn’t realize she knew Tony,
but in fact, they're kissing cousins,
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kitchen

everything but the kitchen sink .-
humorous
& lot of different things, many of which
you do not need « We were only going
atoay for the weekend, but Jack insisted on

kitchen-sink

kitchen-sink British & Australian
a kitchen-sink play. film, or style of
painting is one which shows ordinary
people’s lives * (always before noun)
Kitchen-sink drama came into fashion
in the I1550s. = In his latest work, he is
moving away from kitchen-sink realism
towards @ more experimendal style of
painting.

kite

kite-flying British & Australian
the act of telling people about an idea or
plan so that you can find out what they
think about it « Mr Baker's hint about US
intervention in the war was undoubtedly
an exercise in kite-flying

Go fly a kite! malnly American, informal

something that you say in order to tell
somecne who is annoying you to go away

= Go fiy a kite! It s just notfunny any more.
kith
kith and kin old-fashioned
friends and relatives £> Kith is an old-
fashioned word which means [riends

= They wanted to keep ative the memory of
thetr kith and kin who had died in the war

kittens
have kittens {/ormal
to become very worried or upset about

something » She nearily had kittens when |
said I was going to buy a motorbike.

kitty-corner

kitty-corner American

kitty-cornered American
in a direction from one corner of a
square (o the opposite, far corner « (often
+ to) You know the building - it’s kiity.
corner o my office.



knee

put sb over your knee old.fushioned
to punish a child by hitting them on the
bottom « Her father threatened to put her
over his knee {f she missed school again.

knee-deep

be knee-deep in sth X
to have too much of something » I'm knee-
deep in work at the monent, so I'm not

stopping for tunch.
knee-high

be knee-high to a grasshopper
humorous

to be very voung £> A grasshopper is an
extremely small Insect. » The lost time |
came here I was Fknes-high o a
grasshopper

bring sb/sth to their knees
to destroy or defeat someone or
something = Sanctions were imposed in an
altemnpl to bring the country to its knees.
» The strikes brought the economy lo its
Kkrees.

knickers

get yowr knickers in a twist British &
Australian, Informal

get your knickers in a knot Australian,
informal
to become very upset about something,
usually something that IS not important
= Now, before you pet your knickers in a
tewist, let me explain the situation.

knife

cutigo through sth like a (hot) knife
through butter
to cut something very easily = A laser
beam can cut through metal like a hot
kngfethrough butter:

g0 under the knife 7
to have a medical operation * Mere and
more women are choosing to go under the
knife just to improve thelr appearance.
under the knife humorous « The hospltal
is worried about the number of patients
who have died under the knife.

knight

Knife is used in the following phrases
connected with unpleasant behaviour.

have your knife into sb British &

Australian, informal

to try to cause problems for someone
because you do not like them « Mike's had
his knife into me ever since he found out T
was secing his ex-girlfriend.

put/stick the knife In British &

Australlan, informal

to do or say something unpleasant to
someone in an unkind way » "No one in
the office likes you, you know, Tim', she
said, putting the knife in. « The reviewer
from The Times really stuck the knife in,
calling it the worst play he'd seen In years.

turn/twist the knife

to do or say something unpleasant which
makes someone who Is already upset feel
worse = Having made the poor girl cry, he
twisted the knife by saying she was weak
and unable to cope with pressure.

a turnf/twist of the knlife « I/ never loved
you', she said, with a final twist of the
knife,

knife-edge
on a knife-edge

if a person or organization is on a knife-
edge, they are in a difficulrt situation and
are worried about what will happen in
the future = She's been living on a knife-
edge since her ex-husband was released
Jrom prison last month. = The theatre ison
a financial knife-edge and must sell 75% of
i1s seats every night to surive.

knight
a knight in shining armour British &

Australian

a knight In shining armor Amerfcon &

Australian

someone whohelps yonwhenyouars ina
difficult situstion £>1In stories about
medieval times (= the time between 500
and 1500 AD), knights were soldiers who
rode on horses and helped women in
difficult or dangerous situations. * She
{ooked around the bar to see if therewasa
knight in shining armour who might
come and save her from this awful man.



knitting

knitting

stick to yvour knitting
if a person or company sticks to their
knitting, they continue to do what they
have always done Instead of trying to do
something they know very little about
o He belleves the key to a company’'s
success Is to stick to its knitting rather
than trying fo diversify.

knives

the knives are out British & Australion
something that you say which means that
a proup of people are angry with
someone and want to criticize them or
cause problems for them « (often + for)
The knives are out for Danvers following
his team's poor performance in six
successive games.

knobs

with (brass) knobs on British &

Australian, huumorous

if you describe something as a particular
thing with knobs on, you mean it has
similar gualities to that thing but they
are more extreme » Disncy World was like
an ordinary amusement park with knobs
on.

knock

Knock it offl informal .
something that you say in order to tell
someone to stop doing something that is
annoying you « Knock it off will you? 1
can't work with all that noise,

take a knock
to be badly affected by something o His
repulation has taken quile a knock
following the revetations published in his
recent bicgraphy.

knock-down-drag-out

knock-down-drag-out American
a knock-down-drag-out fight or argument
is very serious and continues for a long
time « {always before noun) Look, I don't
want o get into a knock-down-drag-oit
Jfight with you over this so let’s forget il

knocking

a knocking shop Brirish, very informal

a knodk-shop Australlan, very informal
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a place where men pay 1o have sex with
women « Peuple say it's a knocking shop
but I've never seen anything going on.

knot

tle the knot informal
to get marriced « When are you two going
to tie the knot? = (often + with) Ske's
planning to tie the knot with her German
boyfriend next June.

knots

tie yourself {up) in knots
1 10 become very confused or worried

when vou are trving to make a decision
or solve a problem # (often + over) They
tied themselves in knots over the seating
arrangements.

2 British & Australian to become very
confiised when you are trylng to explain
something « She tied herself up in knots
irying lo tell me hoto to operate the video
recorder:

knotted

Get knotted| British & Ausrralian,
infarmal, old-fashioned
an impolite way of telling someone who
is annoying you to go away = Oh, get
knotted, will you, I'm trying to work!

know

knowwhats whit %
if you know what's what, you have a lot of
experience and can judge people and
sltuations well » Harry's been in the
business for 40 years — he knows what's
what.

not know where to put vourselfl lnformat
to feel very embarrassed = And then he
started to sing Weld, 1 dieddn't know where
to put myself’

not know whether to laugh or cry
to be extremely upset by something bad
that has happened » Then they announced



that my flight was delayed for ten hours I
didn't know whether to laugh or cry.

not know Iffwhether vou! are coming or

going

to be unable to think clearly and decide
what to do because vou have so many
things to deal with » I kad so much to do
yesterday that 1didn’t know whether I was
coming or going. » The recent changesin the
school curriculum mean that most teachers
don't knote §f they’re coming or going.

be in the know informal
to know about something which most
people do not know about = The resort fs
considered by those who are in the know {0
have the best downhill skitng in Europe.

What vou don‘t know won't hurt yow.
something that you say which means that
if you do not know about a fact or a
problem, you do not worry about it = “Tell

me hot muich yot: spent on the car, then.”
“No. what you don't know won 't hurd you.”

wouldn’t know sth if it hit you in the
face

wouldn’t know sth if yvou fell over one
to not notice something although it is
very obvious * Julie wouldnt know a
good deal {f it kit her in the face!

know-all

a know-all Britlsh & Australlan

a know-it-all American & Australion
someone who seems to know everything
and annoys other people by showing how
clever they are » No one likes him because
he'ssuch a know-all

knuckle

a knudkle sandwich humorous
if vou give someone a knuckle sandwich,
vou hit them » You'll get a knuckle
sandwlch if you dorm’t shut up.



labour

labour

a labour of love British & Ausfralian . -

a labor of love American & Australian =
an activity that Is hard work but that you
do because you enjoy It = He prefers (o
paint the house himself - it's a real labour
of love.

ladder

at the top of the ladder
inthe highest position In an arganization
« He's at the top of the ladder after a long
and successful career.
orrosiie at the bottom of the ladder
» She starled ot the bottom of the ladder,
but was rapidly promoted.

lady

Lady Bountiful
a woman who enjoys showing people how
rich and kind she is by giving things to
poor people £ Bountiful means
generous. = [I've got a If of clothes that
they might make use of but 'm worried
they they might see me as some sort of
Lady Bount{fusl

Lady Muck British & Australtan,
humorous
& woman who thinks she is very important
and should be treated better than everyone
else o [ook ar Lady Muck over there
expecting everyone 1o wait on her!

lady-killer

a lady-killer 0ld-fushioned
a man who has sexual relationships with
a lot of women « With fus good looks and
charm, he was often cast as the lady-killer
in films.

lager

& lager lout British
a young man who drinks too much
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aleohol and is then noisy, rude, or violent
» (often plural) They'd ended up in some
cheap holiday resort that was full of
British lager lowts.

lah-di-dah

lah-di-dah old-fashioned

la-di-da oid-fashioned '
a woman who is lah-di-dah thinks she s
better than other people and tries to
speak as if she is from a high social class
» No one really liked her tn the village.
They all thought she was o bit lah-di-dah.

laid-back

laissez-faire

laissez-faire

1 the principle that businesses should not
be controlled by the government « The
previous povernment had o policy of
laissez-foire, whereas this government
wants a closer partnership with industry.
laissez-faire « (always before noun) They
have adopted a lnissez-faire approach 1o
busingss,

2 the wish not to control people or not to
become mvolved in thelr actions » There
are no gffective lawns to profect women from
abusive husbands. An attiticde of laissez-
Jaire prevalls.
laissez-faire » (alwavs before noun) The
problems In owr educatlon system, she
said, would not be solved by a lnissez-faire
approach.

lake
Go jump in a'the lakel informal

an impaolite way of telling someone to go
away and stop annoying you ¢ This guy
Just wouldn't leave us alone, so ftnally 1
told him to go jump in the lake.

on the lam mainly American, informal
running away from the police or someone



in authority in order to escape going to
prizon & He finally gove himself up to the
police gfter 12 years on the lam.

lamb

like a lamb

if you go somewhere that you are being
forced to go like a lamb, vou go there
calmly and without complamning » [
thought I was going to have to drag her
screaming to school but when the time
came she went like a lamb.

like a lamb to the slaughter

something that you say sbout someone
who does something or poes somewhere
calmly and happily not knowing that
something unpleasant is going to happen
to them £> This phrase comes from the
Bible. The slaughter is the time when
animals are killed for their meat. e Here
comes the bride ke a lamb lo the
sluughier

a lame duck

1 a person or company that is in trouble
and needs help = In under two years, it
was transformed from a stale-owned lame
duck into a successful company.

2 someone, especially an elected official,
who cannot influence ovents any more,
often because their job ls going to end
soon ® The Mayor intends to run for re-
election to cvoid being thought of as a
lame duck.

lame-duck mainly American » {alwavs
before noun) Having st condrol of
Congress, he was in danger of becoming a
lame-duck president.

land

the land of milk and honey

a country where people from other
countries would like to live because they
imagine that the living conditions are
excellent and it is easy 10 make money
* People in poorer paris of the world stili
look on the States as the land of milk and
honey.

be in the land of ned old-fashioned

to be sleeping » Joe's in the land of nod at
last.

be in the land of the living fumorous
to be awske « She was partving il the
early hours so I don’t imagine she'll be in
the land of the living before lunchtime.
find out/ses how the land lles
to get information about a situation
before making decisions or taking action
o I thought I'd better call my mother and
see how the land lies before inviting myself
home for the weekend.
the lle of the land British & Austrolian
the lay of the land American &
Australian « It's always a good idea to flind
out the lie of the land before applying to a
company.

land-office

do a land-office business American, old-
Jashioned
if a company does a land-offlce business.
they are very successful in selling their
product = They only set up the company
eight months ago and they're doing a
land-office business.

lap

be in the lap of the gods
If the result of a situation is in the lap of
the gods, you ecannot control what will
happen » I've sent in my application form
and I've sorted ot my references so it's in
the lap of the gods now.

dropiall into your lap
if something good Ealls into yvour lap, you
get it without making any effort » You
can’t expeci the ideal job to just fall tnro
your lap - you've got {0 50 out there and
look for it.

in the lap of luxury
if you are in the lap of luxury, you live in
conditions of much comfort because you
have a lot of money * I have ro earn
enough to keep my wife in the lap of
luxury » They Huve in the lap of luxury
in a huge great house In the south of
France

lard-arse

a lard-arse British, very informal
someong who is fat e You coudd do with a
bit of exercise yourself lard-arse! » Your
brother'sc bitof a lard-arse, isn't he?



large

large

by and large -

generally or mostly  The fllms they show
are, by and large, American imports.
loom large

if a subject looms large, it causes people
to think or worry a lot ¢ The threat of
unemployment looms large in these
people’s lives.

last
something that wyou say before

introducing the last person or thing on a
list, meaning that they are equally
impaortant » This Ls Jeremy, this is Kath,
and, last but not least, this is Artie
* Right, I've got my money, my sunglasses
and, last but not least, my lipstick.
a last hurrah mainly American

a final action or performance before
someone finishes a job or activity « Af 31,
he knows this tourniament may be his last
hurrah.

the last gasp of sth literary
the end of a particular period or process
o This period witressed the deciine and
last gasp of the British Empire.

the last of the blg spenders humorous
something that you say when you are
spending very little money or when
someone else Is spending very little
money ® Just an orange juice and some
peanuts, please. The last of the big
spenders!

be on vour last legs

1 informal to be going to die soon = Jf looks
as if her grandfather’s on his last legs
nou

2 informal to be very tired, especially after
a lot of physical activity or work « I'd fust
done fifteen miles and 1 was on my last
legs.

be on its last legs Informal
if a machine is on its last legs, it is in bad
condition because it is old and it will
probably stop working soon » We ve had
the same vacuum cleaner for fwenty years
nowr and it's on its last legs.
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be the last word in sth
to be the best or most modern example of
something » It's @ nice enough restaurant
and it's very reasonably priced but it's not
exactly the last word in style,

have heard/seen the last of sb/sth
if vou have heard the last of someone or
something unplcasant, they will not
cause you any more problems In the
future = (often negative) If's a worrying
problem and 1 dare say we haven't heard
the last of it. = Ie's a very u man.
1 sincerely hope we've seen the last of him.

have the last laugh
to make someone who has eriticlzed or
defeated you look stupid by succeedingat
something more Important or by seeing
them fail « They fired her last year but she
had the last laugh because she was taken
an by their main rivals at twice the salary

last-ditch .

last-ditch
a lastditch attempt to solve a problem is
the final attempt that vou make after you
have fafled several times to solve it
* (always before noun) The gesture has
been seen by many as a lasi-ditch
atiempt (o win voters. = The UN Is trying
to secure talks between the twoo sides ina
last-ditch effort to avert war

last-gasp

last-gasp
achieved at the last possible moment
¢ (always before noun) And with only a
minute left, Brinkworth scored a last-gasp
equaliser bringing (he score 1o 2.2.

latchkey

& latchkey child/kid mainly American
a child who is oflen in the house alone
because hoth parents are at work = My
dad came home at seven in the evening
and my mom only an hoa earlier so [ was
a latchkey kid,

late ,

late Intheday
too late to be useful » (often + for) The
netw gun laws came a Litle late in the day
Jor those whose friends or familles were
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Kitled in the massacre » (often + to do sth)
It seems rather late in the day 10 announce
that diet drinks might cause carncer.

lather

be in a lather informal
to be very anxious about something « She
was in a real lather when I left this
morning because she couldn’t find the
tickets.
get (yoursell) infinto a lather [nformal
o It's realiy not worth getting yourself into
a lather over I,

laugh

be a laugh a minute informal
to be wvery funny and entertaining
£ This phrase is often used humorously
to mean the opposite. * You know what
Mark's Uke - he's not exactly o laugh a
minute, = ‘A two-hour meeting with Nigel
Owen? I bet that was fun.' "Oh, it was a
lough e minute,”

Don't make me laugh. informal
something that you say when someone
has suggested something that you think
is not at all likely to happen » "You never
know. Pete might help out.” 'Fete? Help
out? Don't make ine laugh!”

laughing

a laughing stock
someone who does something very
stupid which makes other people laugh
at them e (usually + of) I can't cycle
around on that old thing! I'll b¢ the
fanghing stock of the neighbourhood.

be laughing all the way to the bank
informatl
if someone is laughing all the way to the
bank, they have made a lot of money very
easlly, onen because someone else has
been stupld » If we don't foke this
opportunity, you can be sure our
competitors will and they'll be laughing
all the way to the bank.

be laughing on the other side of your
face British, American & Australian,
informal

be laughing out of the other side of
vour mouth American & Australian,
informal

laurels

il you say someone who is happy will be
laughing on the other side of their face,
you arc angry about the thing that is
making them happy and think that
something will soon happen to upsét
them « You'll be laughing out of the other
side of your face §f you fail your exams.

be laughing up your sleeve
to laugh at someone secretly, often in an
unkind way * (often + at) He persuaded
people to believe in him and all the time he
was laughing up his sleeve af them.

be no laughing matter
if a subject is no laughing matter, it is
serious and not something that people
should make jokes about » Haemorrhotds
are all very funny when other people have
thern, but if you get them yourself it's no
laughing matter.

laughter

Laughter is the best medicine.
something that you say which means that
it is good for vour physical and mental
health to laugh « A visit from Camiile
always makes me feel better - she's 50
kilgrious, It's like they say, laughter’s the
best medicine.

laundry
aWIMmmmK

a long list of subjects » (usually + of) It
wasn't much of o speech - Just a laundry
list ¢ oaccusalions against the
government

laurels

look to your laurels
toc make an extra effort to succeed
because there is more competition
» Notwadays there are a number of rival
products on the market and the older;
established companies are having to look
o their laurels.

rest on vour laurels .
to bs so satisfled with wyour own
achievements that you make no effort to
improve = Just because you passed all
your exams, that’s no reason 10 rest on
your lourels.



law

law

the law of averages
the probablility that you will get one
result about the same number of times as
another if vou do something often
enough « By the law of averages we
can't give a good performance every night
of the tour:

the law of the jungle
the way in which only the strongest and
cleverest people in a society stay alive or
succeed « [ was brought up on the strevts
where the law of the jungle applies, so I
soon learnt how to look after myself.

be a law unto yoursell
if you are a law unto yourself, you do
things differently to other people and
ignore the usual rules  Charles certainly
doesn’t stick to the standard company
procedures, but then, he's a law unto
himself

lay down the law
to tell people what they should do,
without caring about how they feel » I'm
not going to have someone come into his
office and start laying down the lau

take the law into your own hands
to do something illegal in order w punish
someone because you know that the law
will not punish that person » One day
after years of violent abuse from her
husband, she decided to take the law into
her own hands.

there’s no law against sth/doing sth
informat
something that you say in order to tell
someone who is criticizing vou that vou
are not doing anything wrong » You were
in the pub at lunchiime, weren't you?"
“Well. there's no law against It." = "Have
you been shopping egain? “What if I
have? There's no law against spending
money.”

lay

lay it on thick irformai

lay it on with a trowel (nformal
to make an emotion or experience seem
more important or serious than it really
is » He'd injured his hand slightly but he
was laying @ on a bit thick about how
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painful it was. = They must have told us
ten times how wonderful their doughter
was — they were really laytng it on with a
rrowel.

go down like a lead balloon fiumorous
if something that you say or show to
people goes down like a lead balloon, they
do not like it at all » My joke about the
alcoholic went down ke a lead balloon.

put lead in your pencil Britlsh, humorous
10 increase a man's scxual ability » You
should eat a few oysters - that'll put some
lead in yowr pencil.
have lead in youwr pencil British,
humorous » My uncle's 65 and he’s getting
remarried.” “He still has a bit of lead in his
pencil then!

swing the lead British & Australian, old-
Jashioned
to pretend to be il so that you do not have
to work » (usually in continuous tenses)
And Is she genuinely il or is she just
swinging the lead?

leading

o leading light
an important and respected person in a
group or organization = (often + In) A
leading light in the art and ballet worid,
fie was a close friend of Princess Diana.
« (often + of) Jeffries, at 23a leading light
of the campalgn, was the first to speak.

leaf

shake like aleaf
to shake a 1ot because yoll are nervous ar
frightened = (ususlly in continuous
tenses) I saw her just before her talk and
ske was shaking like a leaf

take a leaf out of sb's book
to copy something that someoneelse does
becanse it will bring you advantages
= Maybe I should take @ leaf out of
Robert's book and start coming in af ten
every morning

league

be out of sb’s league
fo be too good or too expensive for you
* He was so good-looking and so popular
that Ifelt he was out of my league.
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leak

take a leak very informal
to pass liguid waste out of the body » 'Yl
be back in a moment — I've golta fake a
teuk.

leaps _

by/in leaps and bounds
if progress or growth happens in leaps
and bounds, It happons very quickly
o Ashlev's reading has come on in leaps
and bounds since she'’s been at her new
school * Leaders of the crganization say
their membership is growing by leaps end
bounds.

leash

have/keap sb on a short/tight leash
to have a lot of contral over someone’s
behaviour and allow them very little
freedom to do what they want « He doesn't
go out with the lads so much these days.
Michelle keeps hinton « tight leash.

least

Least said, soonest mended. British &
Australian, oldfashioned
something that you say which means a
bad event or situation can be forgotten
more easily if you do not talk about it
» I've alizays thought it best not o diwell
on grievances too long. Least said, snonest
mended.

take the line/path of least resistance
to act in the way which will be easjest
because you will not have to srgue with
other people about it » You could alivays
take the line of least resistance and go
with the majority vote.

left

the left hand doesn’t know what the
right hand is doing
something that you say which means that
communication in an organization is bad
so that one part does not know what is
happening in another part « I was sent the
same letter from two different
departments. I get the feellng the teft hand
doesn't know what theright hand isdoing.

be left hanging (in the air/in midair)
if a problem or question is lefthanging in
the alr;, it is not dealt with or answered

* We failed to resolve the issue at the last
meeting and it was left hanging in the air
be left holding the baby Eritish

be left holding the bag American
to suddenly have to deal with a difficult
problem or responsibility because
someone else has decided they do not
want to deal with it » He abandoned the
project after a year because he felt that it
was gotng to fall and [ was left holding the
baby.

be out in left field

1 American, informal to be completely
wrong ® They're out in left field, blaming
you for this fiasco.

2 American, informal o be very strange or
very different from other people or
things = She's kind of out in left fleld but
she's fun.

left, right and centre British, informal

right and left Amertcan, informal

left and right American, informal
if something bad is happening left, right
and centre, it is happening in a lot of
places or to a lot of people « They were
Jiring at people left, right and centre, » The
Postal Service has been losing customers
left and right these past couple of years.

leg
Break a leg!
something that you say to wish someone
good luck, especially before they perform
in the theatre £ Some people believe
that if you say the words ‘good luck” tu an
actor, you will bring them bad luck
o (usually an order) ‘Tonight’s the first
night of the play.’ ‘I's it? Well, break a leg!’
get vour leg over British & Australian,
very informal
if a man gets his leg over, he succeeds in
having sex with somecone « How was the
party. then? Did you get your leg oter?
give sb a leg up informal
to help someone to be more successiul e Jf
mus! give you a leg up if you toant to bean
actor and your parents are both in the
profession.
get a leg up Informal « If you know
people in the company you can sometimes
getalegup



have a leg up on sb Amerlcan
to have an advantage over someone else
e She probably has a leg up on the other
applicants for the Job because she has
maore experience.

pull sb's leg informal
to tell somenne something that is not true
asa way of joking with them  (usually in
continuous tenses) Is he really angry with
me or do you think he's just pulling my
leg?

Shake a leg! old-fashioned, informal
something that vou say in order to tell
people to hurry up « Come on, shakea leg!
The film starts in 20 minutes.

Show a leg! British, oldfashioned,
informal
something that you say In order to tell
someoné to get out of bed « Show a leg!
It’s past 11 o'clock.

legs

can talk the legs off an iron pot
Australion
if someone can talk the legs off an iron
pot, they talk a lot « I dread getting into a
conversation with Gillian — she can talk
the legs off an iron pot.

have legs mainly American
if a story in the news has legs, it will
continue for & long time * This larest
scandal has legs - you'll probably still be
reading about it in g year's time.

lengths
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leopard

A leopard can't/doesn’t change its

spots.

something that you say which means that
a person’s character, especially if it is
bad. will not change. even if they pretend
it has » [ doubt very much that marricge
will change Chris for the better: A leopard
doesn’t change lts spols.

lesser

the lesser of two evils »

a lesser evil ’
the less unpleasant of two choices,
neither of which are good = [ suppose
regard the Democratic candidate as the
lesser of two evils.

lesson

let

let yourself go

1 to relax completely and enjoy yoursell
« [1's a party - let yourself go! » Ithink she
Jinds it diffecuit Lo let herself go.

2 to take less care of your sppearance
* She's really let herself go since she split
up with her hushand.

et IUthings siide
to allow a situstion to become slowly
worse » We've really let things slide over
the past few months. The accountsareina
terrible state,

letter

tho letter of the law formal
the exact words of a law and not its more
impartant general meaning » There fs

always the danger that ¢ judge may follow
the letter of the low rather than Its spirit.
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to the letter slightly formal .
if youfollow instructions or obey rulesto
the letter, you do exactly what you are
told to do » I followed the instructions Lo
the letter but I stlll couldn’t get it to work.

level

a level playing fleld
a fair situation = Zhere are calls for less
restrictive laws in order to allow them to
compete on a level playing field (= in a
way that is [alr) with other financial
Institutions.

be level pegging British & Australian
if two people or groups who are
competing in a race or election are level
pegging, they are equal and it is not
certain who will win » With three weeks to
o lo the election, Labour and the Alliance
are still level pegging.

be on the level pid-fashioned
to be honest or true » The offer seems too
good o be true. Are you qulte sure the
man's on the level?

do vour level bast
to try very hard to do something e (often
+ to do sth) Tickets are guite hard to come
by but I'li do my level best to get you one.

liberties

take liberties

1 to change something, especlally a plece
of writing, in a way that people disagree
with « (usually + with) Whoever wrofe the
screenplay for the film fook great liberties
with the original text of the novel.

2 old-fashioned to be too friendly to
somenne in 8 way that shows a lack of
respect, especially in a sexual way
e (often r with) Don’t let him take
liberties with you.

liberty

take the liberty of doing sth formal ™
to do something that will have an effect
on someone else without ssking their
permission ¢ (usually in past tenses)
took the liberty of reserving us nwo seats at

the conference. I hope that’s all right by
you.

licence

be a licence to print money British &
Australion

be a license to print money American
if a company or actlvity Is a licence to
print money, it causes people to become
very rich without having to make any
effort  These shopping channels are just
a licence to prini money.

lick

glhve sth a lick and a promise

1 British & Australian, old-fashioned to
clean something quickly and not
carefully = I put on my new suit, gave my
shoes a lick and a promise, and left the
house.

2 American & Austratian, old-fashioned to
do & job or piece of work quickly and not
carefully » We didn’t have time to do much
clearing up in the yard - just gave the
grass a lick and a promise.

lickety-split

lickety-split inainiy American, informal
very quickly = He drove off lickety-split
down the highway.

licking

take a licking American & Australian,
informal
to be defeated or very strongly critlcized
» Their latest album took a licking from
the critics, bul it’s selfing well,

lid

blowitake the lid off sth

lift the lid on sth
o csuse something bad that was
previcusly kept secret 1o be knowm by the
public « In 1989 they started an
investigation that was to blow the ld off
corruption in the police force.

flip your lid

1 humorous to become crazy » I thought
he’d finally flipped his lid when he bought
that old helicopter

2 informal to suddenly become very angry
e She'll flip her lid when she finds out
what's been going on. |

keep a lid on sth :‘\
to conerol the level of something in order
o stop it increasing e Econonic
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difficelties continued and the government
intervened to keep a tid or inflation.

Put a lid on It! mainly American, informal
something that you sayv in order to tell
someone to stop talking » Put a ld on it,
you two! You've been shouting all
afternoon.

put the lid on sth British, old-fashioned
if something that happens puts the lid on
a plan, It causes the plan to fail « When
James resigned that put the lid on the
twhole project.

lie

give the lle to sth formaol
to show that something is not true ¢ The
high incidence of cancer in the region
surely glves the lle to officlal assurances
that the Jhcm issafe.

live alie
to live & Hife that is dishonest becanse you
are pretending to be something that you
are not, elther to yowrscll or to other
people « Walker, who admitted that ke was
gay last year, spoke of the relief he felr at
no longer having to live a lic.

lies

a pack of lles

a tissue of lies formal
a story thal someone has invented in
order to deceive people » He dismissed
recent rumouwrs that he'd had affairs with
a number of women as ‘a pack of lies'.
o The entire account of where she'd been
and who she'd been with that night was a
tissue of lies.

life

|ife In the fast lane -

a way of living which is full of
excitement and activity and often danger
£5The fast lane is the part of a
motorway (= a large road) where drivers
go the fastest. » His was a [ife in the fast
lone — parties, drugs, and a constant
stream of glamorous wormen.

life In the raw
life at Its most difficult, withoot money
or the comforts that money brings
s Trovelling on the cheop exposes you 1o
local life in the raw.

life is cheap
if life is cheap somewhere, people's lives
have little value so if they die it is not
Important = In the cily, gunmen rule the
streets and Ulfe is cheap.

vour life isin sb's hands
if vour life is in someone’s hands, that
person is completely responsible for
what happens to you, often for whether
vou live or die = When you fly, your life is
in the hards of complefe strangers,
place/put vour life in sh's hands ¢ Every
Mme you drive a car, you put your {ife in
the hands of other motorists.

Life is just a bowl of cherries.

something that yousay which means that
life is very pleasant £> This phrase is
sometimes nsod humorously to mean the
opposite » The hotel is wonderful and the
teather too. Life’s just a bowil of cherries.
* 50 as well as cleaning up the apartment
and geiting the paperwork done, I hove
three children to look after, Yes, Hfe's just a
bowl of cherries!

as large as life Brirish, American &
Australion

as blg as life American
if you say that someonc was somewhere
as large as life, you mean that you were
surprisec to see them there = [ looked up
JSrom my paper and there he was, as large
as life, Tim Taylor!

be larger than life British, American &
Australian

be blgger than life American
If someone is larger than life, they
attract a lot of attention because they are
more exciting and mntercsting than maost
people » Most characters in his films are
sometbhat larger than lifo.

be anothev/one of life's great mysteries
humorous
to be something that it is impossible for
you to understand o Why people write
their names on the walls of public tollets is
one of life’s great mysteries

be the life and soul of the party fritish,
American & Australian

be the life of the party Amarican &
Australian
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to be the type of person who enjoys social
occasions and makes them more
enjoyable for other people » He's a very
sweet man but he's not exactly the life and
soul of the party. » Glve him a few drinks
and he’s the life of the party!

breathe (new) life into sth
to make something that was boring seem
interesting again « Breathe new life Info a
tired old bathroom with a coat of brightly
coloured palnd in this season’s exciting
colours

can’t do sth to save your life informal .~
if you say that someone can't do
something to save their life, you mean
that they are extremely bad at that thing
e [can’t draw to save my life.

can't for the life of me
If you say you can't for the life of you
remember something, you mean that you
cannot remember it at all « I knotw [ filed
1t somewhere but I can’t for the life of me
remember where.

b

depart this life formal
to die » Here lies Henry Stanford, who

departed this life January 13th 1867,
frighten/scare the life outof sb

to make someone feel very frightened

s She [rightened the Iife out of me,

shouting like that,

glve your life

lay down your life silghily formal
to die in order to save other people or In
order to defend a belief that you support
= Millions of soldiers laid down their lives
Sor their country in the Great War:

lead/live the life of Riley informal
to have a happy life without hard work,
problems or worries » He Hued the life of
Riley. having inherited a huge amount of
money.

life

life’s too short

something that you say which means you
should not waste time doing or worrying
about things that are not important
* (often + to do sth) Life’s roo short to iron
your underwear. = I can’t get worried over
an amount of money as small as that.
Life’s too short.

Not on your life! informal
something that you say in order to tell
someone with a lot of foree that you will
not do something » “‘Would you kiss him?
‘Not on your lifel”

put your life on the line
to risk death in order to try to achieve
something » Politiclans oren’t the ones
putting their lives on the line fighting
wars.

risk life and limb
te do semething very dangerous where
you might get hurt » These skiers risk life
and limb every day for the thrill of speed,

see life

if someone wants or needs to see life,
they want or nead to experience many
different things, especially by travelling
around the world and meeting
interesting people » Young people should
see life before they get jobs and buy houses
and do other boring things Iltke that!
= [1e’s declded (o do a round-the-world trip,
he wands (o see iife a bit before he starts
universifty

set sb up for life informal
to provide scomeone with enough money
fot the rest of their life » His father died
when he was young and the inheritance sel
him up for life.

Such is life.

That's life.
something that you sav when you are
talking about bad things that happen oy
exist which you cannot prevent and must
therefore accept » In an ideal world, 1'd
rather hauve the child and the career but
it's not possibde. That's life.

take your ilfe Infinto your hands

to do something dangerous * I'm sure this
elevator isn't properly maintained, 1 feel



as though I'm taking my life into my
handseverytimelgo init,

There’s life in the old dog yet. humornus
something that you say which means that
slthough someone is old, they still have
enough energy to do things « I may be 90
bus there’s iife in the old dog yet.

This Is the life!
something that you gay when you are
relaxing and very much enjoying the fact
that you are npot at work * Sun, sand and
cocktails — this is the life!

life-saver

a life-saver
someane or something that gives you a
lot of help when you are in a very
difficult situation = When you re stuck in
tratfic like this, a mobile phones an
ahsolure life-saver.

lifetime

once Inalifettme
only likely to happen once in someonc's
life ® Opportunities to play in the Cup
Finat only come once in a lifetime so we've
got to make the most of it.
once-in-a-lifetime = (aways before
noun) Enter this competition to win a
once-In-a-llfetime trip to the Caribbean.

light

light at the end of the tunnel

something which makes you believe that
a difficult or unpleasant situation will
end » We're halftvay through cur exams
now, so we can see light at the end of the
tunnel . » Unemployment is still rising but
analysts assure us there is light af the end
of the tunnel.

light dawns ><’
if light dawns on you, you suddenly
understand something « He was lyving o
me, but It was months before the lght
dawned. » (often + on) Light dawned on
me when I heard she knew my mother

light relief
something that Is entertaining or

relaxing after something that is serious
or boring « A lively argument betuween the

two main speakers provided a bif of tight
rolicf in an otherwise dull conference.

be as light as a feather
to be very light in weight » [ could easily
pick you up - you're as light as a foather.

be light years away

to be a very long time in the future « A
cure for all kinds of cancer is still light
years away. * (often + from + doing sth)
Scientists are lght yeurs away Sfrom
understanding (= it will be a very long
time before scientists understand) the
human brain.

be light years away from sth
if something is light yvears away from
something clse, it has made s0 much
progress that the two things are now very
different » Modern computers are light
years away from the huge machines we
used in the seventies.

be the light of sb's life
to be the person vou love most » Wy
daughter is the light of my life.

belgo out like a light informal
to go to sleep very quickly » I was out like
a light after all that fresh alr

hide your light under a bushel
to avoid letting people know that you are
good ar something, usually because you
are shy « (often in continuous tenses) I
didn’t realize you could play the piano -
you've been hiding your light under o
bushel.

in the light of sth Brifish & Australian " .
In ligght of sth American & Australion =
if something is done or happens in the
light of facts, it is done or happens
because of those facts = In the light of
new evidence, he has been allowed to
appeal against his prison sentence. = In
light ef what you've just told me, I can
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understand why you and David were
Sighting.

make light of sth
to sugrest by the way that you talk or
behave that you do not think a problem ls
serious * You shouldn't make light of
other people’s fears.

make light work of sth/doing sth
to do something quickly and easily
¢ Heather made light work of painting the
walls. = You made light work of that
chocolate cake! (= you ate it quickly)

see the light X

1te understand something clearly
especially after you have been confused
about it for a long time » Sarah used ro
have very racist views, but I think she's
Sinally seen the light.

2 to start belleving in a religion, often
suddenly « I hope my book will help others
to see the light.

see the light (of day) <

1 if an object sees the light of day, it is
brought out $o that people can see it » The
archives contain vintage recordings, some
of which have never seen the light of day.

2 if something. especlally an idea or a
plan, sees the light of day, it starts to exist
« It was the year when the egual
opportunities blll first saw the light of
day

shed/throw lighton sth <
to help people understand s situation
e Thank you for shedding some light on
what is really a very complicated subject.

trip the light fantastic iumorous
to dance » There I was, tripping the light
Jantastic In a sequinned ballgown.

light-headed

be/feel light-headed
to feel weak and as if you might fall over
o [ feel a bit light-headed. I shouldn’t have
drunk that second glass of wine.

lightning

Lightning does not strike twice.
something that you say which meansthat
a bad thing will nut happen to the same
person twice I know the crash has scared
you, but lightrning doesn't strike tivice.

lily

a lightning rod Americon
someone or something that takes all the
blame for a situation, although other
people or things are responsible too
¢ (often + for) In a harsh economic
climate, raises for eachers have become 6

lightning rod for criticism.

lights

The lights are on but nobody’sino-one's
home. humorous
something that you say when you think
someone ks stupid, or when someone does
not react because they are thinking
about something else « It's no good
expecting John to say anyehing. The lights
are on but no-one’s home.

punch s5b’s lights out informal
to hit someone havd again and again » He
wouldn't shut up so I punched his lghts
vl

like

like it or lump It informal X
if you tell someone to like it or hamp it
yvou mean they must accept a situation
they do not like, because they cannot
change it « The foct remains, that's oll
toe're going to pay him and hecan like it or
lump i. » Like it or lump it, romantic
Jiction is read regularly by thousands.

likely

A likely story. .
something that you say when you do not
believe that an explanarion is true * He
claims he thought he was drinking low
alcohol loger. A likely story « So he was
Just gloing her a friendly hug because she

teas upset, was he? That's a likely story if
ever 1 heard one.

lily i

gild thellly
to spoil something by trving to improve
or decorate it when It is alrcady perfect
£5 To glld something Is to cover it with a
thin layer of gold. A lily is a beautiful
white fower To giid a lily would not be
necessary = Should I add a scarf o this
Jacket or would it be gilding the lily?



lily-livered

lily-livered

lity-livered literary
not brave = I've néver seen such a Hly-
livered bunch of wimps in my life!

lily-white

lity-white

Y British, American &  Australian
completely white in colour o He
marvelled at her Uiy white hands.

2 American & Australlan completely
honest « (often negative) He's not exactly
Hiywhite himself so he has some nerve
calling her a cheat!

3 American & Australlan having only
white people near, often because of a
wish to keep black people away * The
black family found it difficult to feel
comfortuble in this ly-white, prosperous
suburd,

limb —

beoutonalimb
alone and lacking support from other
peocple » Becouse we're geographlcally so
far removed from the main office, we do
sometimes feelas if we'reoutona limb.

go out on a limb

if you go out on a limb, you state an
opinion or you do something which s
very different to most other people « 7
don't think we're going out on a imb in
claiming thar global warming is a
problem that must be addressed. » Rob
Thompson, the producer, admits the series
is going out on a limb In that it Is quile
different to anything else currently on
television.

tear sb limb from limb

to attack someone violently « I'm sure if
she got hold of the guy she'd tear him limb
from limb.

limelight

be in the limelight

to recclve attontlon and Interest from the
public £ Limellght was a type of
lighting used In the past in theatres to
light the stage. » He's been in the limelight

recently, following the publication of a
controversial novel.
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steal the limelight » 7The whole ream
played weil but Gascoigne siole the
limelight (= got most attention) with fwo
stunning goals,

limits

off limits X

1if an area is off limits, you are not
aliowed to enter it » When we were kids,
our parents’ bedroom was definitely off
limiis.

2 not allowed » Today's magarzines tackle
the sort of subjects thal would once have
been considered off limits. » What he does
make very clear is that guestions about his
private I{fe areoff limits.

limp-wristed

limp-wristed (nformal
& man who is limp-wristed scems weak
and lacks the qualities that people
usually admire in a man o My mother
liked him though I suspect my father
thought he was a bit Hmp-wristed.

line

all along the line \

all the way down the line
at every stage in a process ¢ The project’s
been plagued with financial problems all
along the line. = Managerial mistakes
were made ol the way down the line.

be in sb's line old. fashioned
to be a subject or activity that you are
interested in or good at » [ wouldn’t hove
thought gardening was in your line, Ben.

be inline forsth
to be likely to get something good » If
anyone’s in line for promotion, I should
think Uit's Helen. » After his performance
last season, il's reckoned that Taylor Is
next in line for the captaincy.

In the line of fire
likely to be criticized, attacked, or got rid
of = Lawyers often find themscives in the
line of fire. \

be onthe line
if sumething is on the ling, it is in a
situation in which it could be lost or
barmed = I didn’t know his job was on the
line



lay/put <th on the line = / feel prety
strongly about the matter, but I'm not

going to lay my career on the line for it.
be out of line

1 if someone’s actions or words are out of
line, they are not suitable and they
should not have been done or said » And
the way he spoke to her In the meeting -
that was complefely out of line. » Her
remarks to the papers were way out of
line.

2 if the amount or cost of something is out
of line it is not what is expected or usual
= (usually + with) His salory is way out
aof lne with what other people in the
company get.

cross the line
If someune crusses the line they start
behaving in a way that is not socially
acceptable » Players had crossed the line
by attacking fans on the pitch.

down the line
if an event is a particular period of time
down the line, it will not happen until
that period of time has passed » We'll
probably want kids too but thal's a few
years down the line,

draw a line under <th
if you draw a linc under something, it is
finished and you do not think about it
again « Let's drow a line under the whole
episode and try 1o continue our work in a
more positive frame of mind.

draw the line >

to think of or treat one thing as different
from another » (often + between) It all
depends on your concept of fiction and
where you draiwe the line betuween fact and
Sictlon. » So at what point do we consider
the foctus a baby? We've gut to dramn the
line sometchere.

drop sb a line slightly informal <
to write a short letter to someone « [
you've got a few minules to spare you
could always drop her a line.

fall ininto line
to start to accept the rules of a company
or other organization ¢ (often - with)
Employees were expected to fall into line
with the company's new practices or face
dismissal.

feed sb a line informal >
to tell someone snmething which may not
be completely true, often as an excuse
® She fed me a line about not having
budgeted for pay increases this year.

a finefthin line
if there is a fine line between one thing
and another, they are very similar
although the second thing is had « (often
+ between) There's a thin line between
courage and foolishness.
tread a fine/thin line between sth if
someone treads a fine line between a
good quality and a bad quality, they
succeed in having only the good quality
» Somehow he manages to tread that fine
line betrveen honesty and tactlessness.

get a line on sh/sth American
to get special Information that will help
you find someone or do something
= Detectives hope to get a line on the
suspect from the fingerprints he left.
have a line on sh/sth » She talked like
she has a line on what I¢ will take Lo win.

in the line of duty
if you do something in the line of duty. ot
if scomething happens to you in the line of
duty, you do It or It happens as a part of
your job = He was killed tn the line of duty

lay it on the line informaol
to tell someone the truth although it will
upset them o You're just going to have to
lay it on the line and tell her her work’s not
good enough. ;

somewhere along the line informal X
at some point during a period or an
actlvity » [ don't know what went wrong
with our relationship but somewhere
along the line we stopped loving each
other
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stepoutofline
to not behave as vou are ardered or
expected to = It was made quite clear to me
that if I stepped owt of line again I'd be
out of ajob.

toeltow the line
to do what you are ordered or expected to
do ® He might not like the rules but he'll
toe the line Just to avoid trouble.
¢ Ministers who r¢fused (o toe the Party
line were swiftly got rid of

lines

be on the right lines .-
if vou are on the right lines, you are
doing something in a way that will bring
good resules » Do you rhink we're on the
right lines with this project?

.

read between thelines
to try to understand someone's real
feelings or intentions from what they say
or write » Reading between the lines, I'd
say that Martin isn't very happy with the
sttuation.

lingua franca

alingua franca
a language that is wused for
communlication between people whose
main languages are different » (often +
of) English is the undisputed lingua
Sranca of the business world.

lion

the llon’s share X
the biggest part of something ¢ The lion’s
share of the museum’s budget goes on
special exhibitions.

lions

feed/throw <b to the lions
1o cause someone to be in a sitnation
where they are criticlzed strongly or

r

treated badly and to not orv to protect
them » No one prepared me for the
audience’s hostility - I really felt I'd been
Jed to the lHons.

the lions’ den
an unpleasant situation in which a
person or group of people criticizes you
or your ideas s It's your turn for the lions"
den, Gordon wants to see you in his office
now

lip

curl vour lip lrerary
to lift one side of your mouth in an
expression which shows that you do not
like or respect something or someone
o Don’t you curl your lip at me, young
miss!

give/pay lip service to sth
to say that you agree with and support an
idea or plan but not do anything to help it
to succeed » The company pays lip service
to the notion of raciad equality but you
look around yous and all you sce are white
faces.

lips

be on everyone’s lips
if a word or question is on evervone’s
lips, a lot of people are talking about it
and interested in it » And the guestion
that’s on everyone’s lips at the moment is,
whll he have to resign over the scandal?

lick vour lips
to fecl pleased and excited about
something that Is golng w0 happen,
usually because you think you will get
something good from it  Meanwhile, the
property developers are licking their lips
ui the prospect of oll the money they're
going to make.

My lips are sealed. humorous
something you say to let someone know
that you will not tell anyone else what
they have just told you » 'T'd prefer you not
Lo mention thisto anyoneelse.” My lips are
sealed.’

Read my lips! informal
a slightly impolite way of telling
someone to Hsten to what you ere saying
* Read my lips. You're not having any
maore ice-cream.
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liquid refreshment humorous

a drink, usually an alcoholic drink
® After 5 hours in front of a compuler I'm
in need of some liguid refreshment.

a liquid lunch humorous

if someone has a liguid lunch, they drink
alcoholic drinks instead of eating food » 7
had a two hour liguid lunch and nearly
Jellasleep at nyy desk in the qfternoon.

list

a list as long as your arm
if you suy a list is as long as your arm,
you mean that it is very long = Anyway,
I'd better make a start. I've got a list as
lortg as my arm of Jobs to do.

litmus

alitmustest .
something that shows clearly what
someone’s opinions or intentions are
£>Linmus is a substance used in
chemical tests because it changes colour.
» His views on abortion are effectively a
litmus test of his views on women's rights.

A littie bird told me (so).
something that you say in order to let
someone know that you are not going to
tell them who gave you the information
being discussed # ‘So who fold you she'd
got the job? ‘Oh, let’s Just say a little blrd
told me so."

a little harror iumorous
a child who behaves very badly 7 had six
of the little horrors running round the
house all day.

too little, too late
if the help that is given to a person is
described as too little, too late, there is
not enough of it and It was given too late
to be useful o The government have
Sinally declded to put some rmoney nto
research but it's too little, too late.
twlist/wrap sh around/round your little
finger
to be able to persuade someone to do
anything you want, usually because they
like you g0 much = He'd do anything you

asked him to. You've got him wrapped
around your Uttle finger!

live

live and breathe sth
if you live and breathe an activity or
subject. you spend most of your time
doing it or thinking about it because you
like it s0 much = For fwenty years I've
tived and breathed dance. It’s been my
whote d{fe.

live and let live
believing that other people should be
allowed to live thelr Hves in the way that
they want to = They seem as a society to
have a very live and let live attitude
towards issues like gay rights.

hive it up infor mal
to enjoy yourself by doing things that
mvolve spending a lot of money « [
decided to live It up for a while - at least
until the money ran out.

a live wire
someone who s very quick and active,
both mentally and physically » I hadn't
met Rory before - he's a real live wire.

golive
il a new system, especlally a computer
system, goes live, it starts to operste
= Our new poyments system will go live at
the beginning of next month.

never live sth down
If you say that you will never live down
something bad or embarrassing that you
have done, you mean people will not
forget it « Three million people saw the
singer fall off the edge of the stage. He'll
never live it down. « I'll never live down
the fuct that | spilt champagne down my
boss’s rrousers,

You live and learn. British

Live and learn. American
something that you say when you have
just discovered something that you did
not know « I had no ldea they were related.
Oh well, you live and learn.

lived

you haven't lived humorous
if you tell someone they haven't lived if
they have not experienced something,



lively

you mean that this experlence Is very
pleasant or exciting and they showld try
It » You've never been to a Turkish bath?
Oh, you haven't Hved!

lively

Look lively! British & Australian,
informal, old-fashioned
something vou say to tell someone to
hurry « Look lively - we've got (o be there
inhalf an hour!

living

living on borrowed time
if someone is living on borrowed time,
they are not expected to live much longer
o I've got cancer - I'm living on borrowed
time.

aliving death
a life that is so full of suffering that it
would be better to be dead » She can’t
walk, she can’t feed herself and she can
scarcely speak. It's a living death. « For
me, marriage o someone fike that would
bea living death.

ba the Iiving end

1 American & Australian, old-fashioned to
be extremely good « We were big fans of
thelr band. We thought it was the Living
end in those days.

2 American & Australian, old-fashioned to
be very annoying ¢ Helen is late again.
She really is the living end!

infwithin living memory
events or situstions in living memory
can be remembered by people who are
allve now = Areas of southern ltaly are
experiencing some of the worst storms in
living memory. (= the worst storms that
people can remember) « Some of these
houses still hod outside toilets within
living memory.

lo i

lo and behold humorous A
something that vou say when you tell
someone about something sSurprising
that happened » Jwent into g bar just next
to our hotel and, lo and behold, who
should I see sitting there but Jim Gibson.
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Get a load of thatl very informal

1 something that you say when you are
very swrprised by something, or 1o show
approval = Get a load of that! Is that not
the most beautlful car you have ever seen?

2 something that vou say when you see
someone who is very sexually attractive
e (ret a load of that, lads! Very nice.

lighten sb'sithe load
to make a difficult or upsetting situation
casier to deal with = Anyway, we'll be
getting a temp in next month to do some of
this work so that should lighten your load.

shoot your load very informal
if a man shoots his load, semen (= thick
liquid comtaining a man’s seed) comes
out of his ponls « Man, I was so hot, [ was
ready to shoot my load!

loaded

loaded for bear American, informal
ready and eager to deal with something
that is going to be difficult « Their ream
came ot onto the field, loaded for bear, but
our defense stopped them.

loaf

Use your loaf. British & Australian, old-
fashtoned
if you tell someone to use their loaf, you
are telling them in a slightly angry way
that they should think more carefully
about what they are doing £5 In Cockney
riyming slang (= an informal kind of
language used in parts of London) 'loaf’
is short for loaf of bread' which means
head. = You haven't even switched the
thing on. Come on, Jarnie, use your loaf!

lock

lock, stock, and barrel
including all or every part of something
¢ He's been pressing for the organization
to move, lock, stock, and barrel, from
Paris to Brussels.

under lock and key

1 kept safely in a room or container that Is
locked « I tend to keep medicines under
lock and key because of the kids,

2 in prison = I think the feeling from the
general public is that people like that



should be kept under lock and key for the
restof their lives.

locker-room

locker-room .

locker-room jokes or remarks are the
tvpe of rude. sexual jokes and remarks
that men are thought to enjoy when they
are with other men £5 A locker room isa
place where people change their clothes
before and after playing sport. = (always
before noun) Theres the usual locker
room banter which I'try 1o stayout of

loggerheads

loins

gird {(up) your loins humorous

to prepare yourself mentally to do
something difficult £5This phrase
comes from the Bible, where girding up
vour loins meant to tic up long, louse
clothes so that they were more practical
when you were working or travelling.
s Both sides are presently girding their
loins for the legal battles that lie ahead.

lone )

a lone wolf ')"/\
a person who prefers to do thimgs on their
own « Thke typical role for Bogart was the
Casablanca character, a lone wolf cynical
but herote.

long on sth and short on sth
having too much of one quality and not
enough of ancther » I'vealways found his
films lorg on style and short on content.
Long time nosee, .
something that you say in order to greet
someone who you have not seen for along
time = Hi there, Paul. Long time no see.

along face
if you have a long face, vou look sad
» ‘Why'pe you got such a long face? "My
bmﬁmddagsn ¢ wani Lo see e any more.”

a long haul X
something that takes a lot of time and
energy » 1i's been g long haul but we've
finally got the house looking the way we
want i,
infover the long haul American for a
fong period of time * You have {o think
FRow rthe comipany will perform over the
fong haul.

alongshot
something that will probably not succeed
but is worth trving « It's @ long shot but [
cotild call Tory and see if he knows her
address,

the long and the short of it
something that you say when you inrend
to tell someone something in the quickest
and simplest way possible » Anyway: the
long and the short of it is that he'’s not
Boing to be working for us any more.

the lohg arm of the law hurnorous
the police » You know wha! they say. you
can't éscape the long arm of the law.

nok be long for this world
to be going to dle soon = Judging by the
look of him, he's not long for this world
either

be long in the tooth fiwmorous
to be too old £5 The older a horse is, the
longer its teeth are. = I'd have thoughi she
tasa bit long in the tooth to be starring as
the romantic heroine.

go alongway
If you say that someone will go a long
way, you mean that they will be
successful » 7 like my men older - and
richer' “You'll go a long way with ideas
like that, my givll”

go back a long way ) 4
if two people go back a long way, they
have known each other for a long time
e Justin and I were ot college together so
e go back a long way.

have come a long way
to havwe made a lot of progress » (often +



since) We've come u long way sinice the
days when you hod to call an operator to
phone another country.

How long is a piece of string? Brirish &
Australian
something that you say when someone
asks you a question that you cannot
answer about how big something is or
how much time something will take = So
how long does a project like thar take?”
‘How long's a plece of string?

it's a long story.
something that you say when someone
has asked you about something that
happened and you do not want to explain
it to them because it would take too long
e ‘So why was Cario knocking on your
door at midnight? “It’s a long storp”

not by a long shot informal ’><

not by a long chalk old-fashioned
something that you say when you think
something is not at all true = Do you
think it's as good as her last movie?” ‘No,
not by a long shot.” = I°s not over yét. not
by a long chalk, we still have a very good
chanceqf winning.

So long. American, informat  +
a friendlv way of saying gocdbye to
someone ¢ So long — see you Lomorrow:

take a long, hard look at sth
to examine something very carefully in
order to improve it in the future « We need
to take a long, hard look at the teay we
control gun nwms}zip)f

take the long view
to think about the effects that something
will have in the future Instead of In the
present = [ you take the iong view. of
course. you can regard saff training as
G InUesumens JUr (Fu Comgnmy:

think longandhard
to think very carefully about something
before making & decision » I thought long
and hard before deciding to leave my
husband. « (often + about) He thought long
and hard about how to tell the children.

to cut a long story short Sritish &
Australian X

to make a long story short America
something that you say when you are

about to stop telllig fomconc all the
details of something that happened and
tell them only the main facts » Anyioay, 1o
cul a long story short, we lefil at midnighi
and Jomes l2ft somewhat loter

long-winded

long-winded
long-winded speech or writing continues
for too long in a way that is boring ¢ She
launched into a long-winded explanation
of how she'd found the books and I'm
afrald I didn't really Hsten.

look
something that you say in order to advise
someonée to think abour possible
problems before doing something » If
you're thinking of buying a house, my
advice {s, look before you leap.

look rightistraight throughsb «~
to behave as if vou do not see someone
when you look st them, either becsuse
¥ou do not notice them or because you
are ignoring them « I'm sure I was at
school with that givl, but she just looked
stralght through me.

not be much to look at informal X
to not be attractlve « She's not much to
took at. but she's got a lovely personality.

looks

if looks could kill... ¢
something that you say In erder tc
describe the unpleasant or angry way
in which someonc looked at you = I'li
never forger the expression on her face
tohen she saw me with Pete. [f looks could
kill...



loop

be In the loop Americon, informal

to have the speclal knowledge or power
that belongs to a particular group of
people  You can tell she's in the loop. She
alicays knows obout policy decisions
before the restof us.

oerosiTe be out of the loop American,
trformal » I've been out of the loop since I
changed jobs. I didn't realize Wendy and
Bob had gotten engaged.

knock/throw ¢b for a loop American,
informal
if something that happens knocks you
for a loop. it upscts or confuses you
because you do not expect It » He knocked
me for a loop when he said he was quitting
His jolby

looseends
the last few details that need to be
finished or explained In order for
something to be complete = The job's
nearly done. I'm just tying up one or tiwo
loose ends at the moment.

aloose cannon ¢
a persan who cannot be completely
trusted because their behaviour is
sometimes strange or violent » He's seen
a$ a loose cannon by other team members.
If anyone’s going to get into a fight, it'll be
Pete

be at a loose end Dritish & Australian P

be at loose ends American )
to have nothing to do « If you find yourself
at a loose end over the weekend, you colald
always clean out the garden shed. « Sarah
was at lvose ends in a strange cily when
sheﬁmmﬁob.f

be on the loose )
if a dangerous person or animal is on the
loose, they have escaped from prisonora
cage and are frec = A klller who preys on
attractive women is feared to be on the
foose in Moscow.

cut loose

1 if a person or organization cuts loose,
they scparate thewselves from another
person or organization e {(usually +

losses

from) She cut loose from her sponsors and
decided totry to furid herself instead.

cut loose sb/sth to get rid of someone or
something that you control or own
o [e're cutting loose only those teachers
whose work is below standard.,

2 1o behave In a way that is free and
relaxed, especially whem wyou are
enjoying yoursell « After 6 few glasses of
dancing

Hang loose! American, old-fashioned
something thar you say in order to tell
somoeone to stay calm and relaxed « Hang
loose, guys! The rest of us will be there to
back you up.

lord

your lord and master humorous
someone who you must obey because
they have power over you = [ have to go
and cook supper for my lord and master:

lord it oversh
to behave as if vou are better than
someone else and have the right w tell
themm what to do » She likes to lord it over
the more Jurior stqff in the office,

losing

loss

be at aloss
to not know what to do or say » (usually +
to do sth) He won'? accept financial help
Sromi me 5n I'm at a loss to know what t»
do. = For once I found myself completely at
a luss for words. (= 1 did not know what
tosay)

cut your losses }\/
to stop doing something that is already
failing in order to reduce the amount of
time or meney that is being wasted on it
+ [ woasn't benefiting from the course and it



lost

was costing so much that I thought I'd
better cut my losses.

lost

lost in the mists of time
if something Is lost in the mists of time,
evervone has forgotten it because it
happened such a long time ago » The frue
significance of these symbols has become
lost in the mists ¢f time.

lost In the shuffle American & Australian
if comething or comeone gets lost in the
shuffle, they do not get the attention that
they deserve = Refupgee children in the big
camps just get lost in the shayfle and are
sometimes left without food,

alost cause
something or someone that has no
chance of success « [ fried o stop the kids

dropping their dothes on the floor, but
Sfinally decided it was a lost calse.

be lostfor words
1o be unable to speak because you are so
surprised » [ was so amazed af what she'd
Said I found myself completely lost for
words.

Get lost! very informal
something that you say when you are
annoyed with someone or you want
someone to go away * Oh, get lost! I'm not
in the mood for your jokes.

ke a lost soul
If someone 1s walking around a place like
4 lost soul, they are walking slowly
without direction or purpose In a way
that makes them look sad and lost « F
Jound him wandering aimlessly around
the hall like a lost soul,

LV,

make up for lost time
to spend a lot of time doing something
because you did not have the opportunity
to do it previously = I didn’t travel much
asa young adult but I'm certainly making
up for lost time now.

lot

leave a lot to be desired
to be much worse than you would 1ike
e (never in cournuous tenscs)
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Apparently, Meg's cooking leaves a lot to
be desired.
throw in your lot with sb )‘
cast your lot with sh
to join a person or group and accept that
whatever happens to them will also
happen to you e He's understandably
reluctant to throw in his lot with a

struggling young company who might not
exist in a year's time.

loud

- L]

loud-mouthed
a loud-mouthed person often savs rude or
stupid things in a loud voice » So long as
he doesn’t bring along those loud-mouthed
Sriends of his.

lounge

a lounge lizard mainly American
a man who spends a lot of time trying to
meet rich people, especially women, In
bars and at social occasions « The bar
wxas empty except for the lounge lizard in
the cornier, who was obviously waiting for
someone.

love

love handles humorous
alayer of extra fat around the middle of a
person's body * You wouldn't want me {0
{ose my love handles, woudd you?

a love <hild
a child whose parents are not married to
each pther « Fe allegediy has o love child
in Australia from an affair with a much
younger woman.

a love nest
& home where two people who love each
other live together, or a home where two
people meot secretly in order to have sex
= Apparently, they had o luve nest in Soho
where they used to meet at lunchtime.



lowest

the love of your life fiumorous
the person that you love most in all your
life » And there I was, watching the love of
my life board a plane to go to the other side

criminal activities « She worked as o
prostitute and experienced the harsher
side of Parisian low l{fe.

alowebb

of the world.

not for love norfor money >
il you say thar you cannot or will not do
something for love nor money, you mean
that it is impossible to do or that you will
not do it whatever happens « [t
incredibly popular. Youcan't get tickets for
love nor money. * He's hopeless and
unreltable. I wonldn't give him a job for
love nor money.

| must/I'll love you and leave you.
humorous
something that you say when you say
goodbye to someone that you are leaving
o Vell, I'm sure you've got work to bedoing
so I'll love you and leave you.

= [t was our conversations
than the lovemaking that [
remembered after the affcir was over

more

nollittle love lost betweensb
if there is mo love lost between two
people, they do not llke each other
* There's no love lost between those two.
They could never work together,

love-in \/

a love-ln informal = .
a situation where two or more people
praise cach other a lot, especially when
the praisc s mare than they deserve
e The awards ceromony. as usual, was a
fove-in.

low

low-key
not intended to attract a lot of attention

e She had requested that the funeral be a
low-key affalr  The reception itself was
low life

the behaviour and activities of people
from a low social class, especially

& bad state » (not used with the) Respect
Jor the potice is at a low ebb. » I'd just
separated from my wife and was at a fafrly
low ebb. (= was feeling sad and without
hope) e Relations befween the two
couniries kave reached their lowest cbb
(= are the worst they have been) since the
second wordd war

the low man on the totem pole
Amerlcan
someone who has the least Important
position in an organization « He started
as the low man on the tolem pole and
worked his way up o be manager:

lay sb low
if an illness lays someone low, they are
unable to do what they usually do for a
period of time « (usually passive) He was
at home at the time, laid low with the flu.

le low
to remain hidden so that you will not be
found » We thought someone might have
seen us leaving the building, so we figured
we'd better lie low for a while.

low-end

low-end Amerlcan, Informal
a low-end product is cheaper than. and
not as good as the best product of its type
e (always before noun) You can get low-
end color printers that still do a good job.

lowest _

the lowest common denomlinator
the large number of people in society
who will accept low-quality products and
entertainment » The problem with so
much television is that It aims at the
lowest common denominator

the lowest of the low
people who have no moral standards and
lack any personal qualities » He regards
the police as the lowest of the low. Drug-
dealers and pimps come a close second.



luck

luck

the luck of the draw 7
if something is the luck of the draw;, it Is
the result of chance and you have no
control over it £5A draw s &
competition in which you win if the
mumber on vour ticket is chosen. » You
can't choose who you play against. It's just
the luck of the draw.

be down on your luck )/
to be suffering because alot of bad things
are happening to vou, usually things
which cause vou to have no monecy « He
plays the manager of o night-club who's
down on his uck and resorts (o gambling
to pay his debis.

be in huck
to be able to have or do something,
especially when you do not expect to
= Tave you got any prawn sandwiches
Left? "You're tn luck — this is the last one.”
orposie be out of luck = I'm gfraid
you're out of fuck - the concert is fully
booked.

have the luck of the devll old fashioned
to be very lucky » Then he won £3000 on
the lotlery - that man hes the luck of the
devil!

Just my luck! humorous +
something that you say when something
bad happens to you e So ke left five
minutes before I got here, did he? Just my
luck,

more by luck than judgement )"
if you achieve something more by luck
than judgement, you achieve it by chance
and not because of skill » And somehow I
managed to get the ball in the net - more
by luck than judgement.

No such luck!
something that you sav in order to
express disappointment that yon were
not able to do something that you wanted
to = I hed hoped we'd have time for lunch
somethrere. No such luck,

push your huck
to try too hard to get a particular result
and risk losing what you have achleved
 (usually negative) Don't push your luck
- they've agreed to pay your travel

expenses, I don’t think it would be wise to
ask for more money.

try your luck ¥
to try to achieve something although you
know that you might not succeed » She
hoed always wanted to act and, in 1955,
cameio London to try her luck on the stage.

Your luck’s In! Brifish, humorois
something that you say in order to tell
someonc that you think another person
would like a sexual relationship with
them « Hey Sal, your Lick's in! He's yours
Jor the asking.

lucky

get lucky informal +
to meet comeone who you ean have sex
with » Why dont you come along? You
never kneto, you might get fucky.

strike It lucky British, American &
Australiom

strike Vucky British & Australicn
to suddenly have some good luck » They
struck it lucky with their second album
tohich became an immediate best-seller:

thank vour lucky stars
to fecl Iucky or grateful that you have
avolded an unpleasant situation « I'm
just thanking my lucky stars that I wasn't
there when she was looking for someons to
Five the talk. = And you can thank your
lucky stars (= you should be grateful to
we) that I didn't tell him when he asked.

You should be so lucky! informal
something that you say in order to tell
someone that what they want is not likely
to happen = A pay increcse? You should be
so lucky!

lump

bring a lump to vour throat
If something someone says or does brings
a lump to your throat, it makes you fesl
such strong emotions that you want tocry
o [ thought i was @ very moving speech. It
almost brought a lump 1o ney throal,

lumps

take your lumps American
to rocelve and accept criticism or
punishment for something you have done
» Joe blames nobody but himself for his
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problems. He takes his lumps and doesn't
complain.

lunch

be out to lunch informal
to be behaving in a very strange or silly
way « And yet the conversation we had
with him this morning suggests that he's
notentirely out to lunch.

lurch

leave sb In the lurch
to leave someone at a time when they
need you to stay and help them « [ hope
they can find someone o replace me at

work. I don’t want to leave them in the
lurch.

lying

not take sth lying down
to refuse to be trested badly by someone
« He can't just order you about like that.
Surely you're not going 10 take that lytng
down!

lyrical

wax lyrical
to talk about something with a lot of
interest and excitement « I recall Roz
waxing {yrical about the flatness of his
stomach.



mad

mad

be as mad as a hatter *
to be crazy £ A long time ago, people
who made hats used a substance that
gave them an lliness which made people
think they were crazy. » Her brother'’s as
med as a hatter.

be as mad as a hormet American
to be very angry £> A hornet is a large
insect which stings people. « He was as
i as a hornet when he heard what she
said about him.

be as mad as a March hare o/d foshioned
to be crazy « This woman was dancing in
the road and singing very loudly — I
thought she toas mad as a March hare.

Don‘t get mad, get even.

something that yon say in order to tell
somecne not to be angry when someonc
has upset them, but to do something that
will upset them as much = This is my
advice to wives whose husbands have left
them for a younger woman — dont gel
mad, get even!

like mad informal
if somothing hurts like mad it hurts very
much, and If you do something like mad
you do it very guickly and with a lot of
1oyce » TNLS cul stings (ke mad. e [ broked
Llike mad but couldn’t stop fn time and hit
the car in front.

made
be made for sh/sth

to be exactly suitable for someone or
something * Paul and Ann were made for
each other. » This wallpaper was made

Jor my bedroom.
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have (got) it made
someone who has got it made ls certain to
be successful and have a good life, often
without much effort = Witk his father at
the head of thefirm, he's got it made.

show (sb) what you are madeof
to prove how strong or clever or brave
you are » Next week’s race will give ker a
chance o show what she’s really made of
see what =b is made of « Tomorrow it's
the twelve-mile run. Then we'll see what
you're made of

magic

a magic moment
a short period of time which is very
special, especially because something
happens which makes you very happy
* The young eagle was only in view for a
Jew seconds, but for g bird-lover like me it
wasamagic monent,

& magictouch
a special ability to do something very
well » The film's great success will no
doubt please the 46-year old director who
was rumoured to have lost his mogic
fouch

a magic wand
an easy way tw solve a problem £5 A
magic wand is s stick that a person who
performs magic tricks waves to make
things happen. + (usually negative)
Ariiside has warned that hwe has no magic
wartd £p provide food and work overnight.
o [ wish I coueld just wave a magic wand
and make all your troubles go away, but |
cant’t.

What's the magic word? British &
Australian
something that you say to a child in order
to make them say ‘please’ or ‘thank you'
« Can I have a chocolate, mummy?
What’s the magic word? 'Please,”

work yourfits magic -
to make a situation improve a lot or to
make someone fecl happy = He was a
great footbail player who is now working
his magic as manager of Barnet Football
Club. = The clty never falled to work its
magicon me.
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work like magic
if something works like magic, it is very
effective and successful « That new stain
remover worked like magic.

main

the main drag American & Australian,
informal
the biggest and most important road ina
town » We walked up and down the town's
main drag looking for a post office

be sb's maln squeeze American, informal
to be the person that someone has a
romantic or sexual relationship with
» Didn't you know? Jennifer is Bob's main
Squeeze.

Inthe main
mostly, usually » Bystanders, middle-aged
women in the main, protested loudly: = In
the main, our students rcach exam level
after a year.

make

make a [day/night/'weekend etc.] of it
to spend a whole day, naght, weekend, etc,
somewhere, instead of only a short time,
$0 that you can enjoy it more » We decided
to go on to a club gfter the show and really
make anight of It.

make as iftodosth
to make a movement which makes people
think you are going to do & particular
thing = She made as if to reach for the gun.

make do
to manage to live without things vou
wiould like to have or with things of a
wvorse quality than you would lke
= (often + with) When we got married we
didnt have any cupboards. We had o
make do with wooden boxes. » They didn't
have much money, bul they made do.

make do and mend British, old fashioned
to manage with less than you would like,
by repaliring old things instead of buying
new gnes » Our family never had any new
Surniture. We just had to make do and
mend.

maker

2 to be successful, especially in a job = Now
fe’s got his own TV show he feels as
though he'sreally made it. » (sometimes +
as) She hasn't got @ hope of making itasa
dancer.

3 to stay alive » She was losing so much
Blood, I really thought she wasn't going (o
make 1.

make it with sb American, informal
to have sex with someonc = So what
happened gfter the party? Did she make it
wwith kim?

make or break sth >‘i
to make something a success or a failure
o TV will either make or break courtroom
Justice in this coumiry.
be make or break for sb/sth = The
Milan show will be make or break for his
new designs,
make-or-break = (always before noun)
It's makeorbreak time for Brifain's
tennis players.

be on the make informal
if & person is on the make, they are trying
to get money or power in a way which is
not pleasant or honest » J wouldn't trus:
him - he’s always on the make.

Do you want to make something of it?
something that vou say to someone who
disagrees with you in order to threaten
them and offer to fight them » ‘That's my
beer you're drinking.” ‘Do you want to
make something of 1e?

put the make on sb American, very
informal
to try to have sex with someone » Was
that idiot at the party vying to puf the
make onyou?

maker

meet vour maker humorous
to die » Pm afraid Zoe's rabbit is no more
He's gone to meet his maker.



making

making

be a [athlete/star/writer etc.] in the
making
if someone is an athlete, star. writer, ete.
in the making, they are likely to develop
into that thing » This young swimmer is
anathlete in the moking.

=

be a [crisis/disaster otc.] in the making ”

if something is a crisis, disaster, etc. m
the making, it is likely to develop into
that thing « What we 're witnessing here is
a disaster in the making.
be of your own making

if anunpleasant situation is of your own
making, you have caused it o The
probiems she has with that child are all of
her own making.

be the making of <b
if you say that an event or experience
was the making of someone, you mean
that it made them devclop good qualities
s (never in present tonses) A spell In the
army wWill be the making of him!
o Universily was the making of her
because she was able lo escape the
influence of her family at last.

makings

hava (all) the makings of sth
to seem likely to develop into something
= The story has all the makings of a first-
class scandal. » She has the makings of a
greal violinist.

with malice aforethought humorous
if you say that someone did something
bad with malice aforethought, vou mean
that they Intended to do it and it was not
an accident £> This is a legal phrase, but
it is uvsed humorously in genersl
language. « She has certainly got me in
trouble with my boss, but I'm not sure
whether she did &t with malice

gforethought.
man

Many phrases containing the word
'man’ cén also be used with the word
‘woman’, Those listed here are not
usually used with "woman® except in a
humorous way
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man and boy old-fashioned
all a man's life » I've worked dowon this
coal mine man and boy.

Man cannot live by bread alone.
something that you say which means
people need things such as art, musie and
poetry as well as food, In arder to live a
happy life £>This phrase comes from
the Bible. » Our cultural heritage Is
important. Man cannot live by bread
alone.

a man for all seasons slightly formal
a man who is very successful in many
different types of activity #> This is the
title of a play about Sir Thomas More.
o He's chalrman of a large chemicals
company as well as a successful painter -
really a man for all seasons.

a man of God formal
a male priest, or a very religious mane J
don't expect to hear that Kind of language

Jrom a man of God.

aman of lotters formal
a man, usually a writer, who knows a lot
about literature o A distinguished
statesman and man of letters, he was born

Just before the turn of the cendury.

a man of many parts
a man who is able to do many different
things » Georgre is a man of many parts -
ruthless businessman, loving Jather. and
accomplished sportsman, 1o name a feuw,

a man of straw British, Amertcan &
Australian

a straw man American
a person or an idea that is weak and casy
to defeat « Compared to their illustrious
predecessors, the country's leaders seem 1o
e men of strau:

a man of the cloth formal
apricst = Areyouaman of the cloth?

the man of the moment
a man who is popular or famous now
because he has just done something
Intcresting or important = Mansell is the
man of the moment after two marvellous
victories in five days on therace track.

Ars you a man or a mouse?
something that you say in order to
cncourage soimeone to be brave when
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they are frightened to do something
o Just tell your boss that you think she's
making the wrong declsion: what are you,
o man or a motise?

be man enough todosth

to be brave enough to do something » He
was man enough to admit he had made a
mistake.

be no goodiuse to man or beast
fugmorous

to not be useful at all = This blke has got
two flat tyres < it no use to man or beast.

go to see & man about a dog humorous
il vou tell someone you are going toseea
man about a dog, it isa way of saying that
vou do not want to tell them where you
are really going, especially when vou ave
going to the tollet « f won't be long. I'm
Just going to see a man abnut a dog.

it's evary man for himself.

something that you say which means that
evervone in a particular situation is
trying to do what is best for themselves
and no one is trying to help anyone else
« Jt might be a civilized place to shop atf
other times but come the January sales,
it’s every man for himself

make a man (out) of sb

to make a voung man without much
experience develop into a confident and
experienced adult e The army willmakea
man out of you.

man’s best friend

a dog » A study of man’s best friend shows
that the relationship between hunans and
dogs started 100,000 years ago.

A man's got to do what a man’s got to
do. /imnorous

something men say when they are going
10 do something which may be
unpleasant or which they are pretending
will be unpleasant as a joke £> From a
similar line in John Steinbeck’s book,
Grapes of Wrath and often used in films.
s [ hate catching spiders, Still, @ man’s got
fo do what a man's got o do.

aman’s man

a man who likes to have other men as
friends and who enjoys activities which
men typically enjoy « Terry’s what you'd

call @ man's man. I don’t expect you'd find
himat the ballet too many nights a week.

to aman slightly formal
if a group of people do something to a
man, they all do it « They supported him
toa man. :

man-about-town

a man-about-town
a rich man who usually does not work
and enjoys a lot of social activities  He's
a milliongire businessman and man-
about-town who is seen in all the best
places.,

man-eater

a man-eater tformal
a woman who attracts men very easily
and has many relationships « She had a
reputation as @ man-eafer

manna

manna from hsaven

something that you need which you get
when you are not expecting to get it £5 In
the Bible, manna weas a type of bread
which God gave to the Israelites when
they needed food. » I had been
unemployed for two years, so when
somebody phoned me up and offered me a
permanent job it was ke manna from
heaven

manner

(as) to the manner born slightly formal

if you behave to the manner born, you
behave confidently as if a particular
situation is usual and familiar for you
» Although he never lost his lowerclass
accent, he lived the life of a rich and
successful businessman as to the manner
bor n.

man-to-man

man-to-man
a manto-man talk iz when men talk
honestly about subjects which may be
difficult or embarrassing = (always
before noun) When I found a packet of
condoms in Jamie's bedroom, I decided it
was time for @ man-to-man chat.



map

map

put swh/sth/sb onthe map
to make a place, thing, or person famous
o The Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition of
1909 put Seattle on the map. » If Newcastle
United win the championship it will really
put therm back on the map as far as
Eurapean fooiball is concerned.
[blow/bombiwlipe etc] sth/swh off the
map
to destroy something completely,
especially with bombs » At least eight
Spanish warships were blown off the map.

marbles

lose your marbles in/ormal
to start acting in a strange way and
lorgetting things = I may be old, but [
haven’t lost my marbles yet.
oprosiTE have all your marbles informal
« He's pretty old bur he still has all his
marbles, if that's what you mean.

pick up vour marbles (and go
homefleave) American
to suddenly leave an activity you have
been inmvolved In with other people,
because you do not like what is
happening » If you don’t like the way we
do things around here, well, you can pick
up your marbles and leave.

march

be on the march =~
if a dangerous or unpleasant political
idea is on the march, it is becoming more
popular e Fascism is on the march again
in Europe.

steal a march on sb/sth
to spoil someone’s plans and get an
advantage over them by doing something
sooner or better than them e The
company plans w stenl a march on its
cornpetitors by affering the same computer
at a lower price.

marching

give sb their marching orders
to tell someone to leave » Debbie’s finally
given her hesbund his marching ovders
after ten years of an unhappy marriage.
get your marching orders = [le'd only
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been In the job a month when he got his
marching orders.

a mare’s nest
& very confused situation « The low on
restrictive trade is @ mares nest that
scarcely anyone can comprehend.

margins

on the margins of sth

if someone is on the margins of a group
of people, they are part of the group,
but are different in important ways
» Homeless people are on the margins of
our society.  The fact that they held their
exhibition tn a corridor reflects their
position on the margins of the London art
scene.

marines

(Go) tell it/that to the marines.

American

something that you say In order to tell
someone that you do not believe what
they have just said £: A marine is a
soldier who works on a ship, Marines
were thought to be less lkely to believe
things that people told them because they
had travelled the world and knew a lot.
s You were kere all day? Sure, you were -
tell it Lo the marines.

mark

be close to the mark _

be near the mark :)
if something someone says or writes is
close to the mark, it is correct or nearly
correct = He says he can't find a job, but I
think it woudd be closer to the mark to say
hedatsn'twantmu}'wr.

be off the mark
if something someone says or writes is
off the mark, it is not correct » His
criticisms are way off the mark. « Bedini
and Curzi were probably not far off the
mark in their analysis.

be quick off the mark
to be quick to act or to react toan eventor
situation « The police were gquick off the
mark reaching the scene of the accident,



be first/quickest off the mark « Do you
knote which company was first off the
mark to sell computers for home use?

be slow off the mark
to be slow to act or to react to an event or
situation » The federal government was
criticized for being siow off the mark in
helping towns hit by the recent hurricane.

be up to themark
to be good enough = I have ro waich my
staff all the time ro keep them up 10 the
mark. = (often negetive) The efforts of the
security services have not been qulte up to
the mark.

get off the mark Sritish & Australian
to score for the first time in a sports
competition ® Liverpool got off the mark
with a blinding goal.

hit the sth mark
to reach a certain polnt or level » Did the
temperature really hir the -32 degrees
cemtigrade mark last winler? » His debts
have hit the $2 million mark.

hit themark
to be correct, suitable, or successful » [f
you're looking for a word to describe Dave,
‘wrbane’ would probably hit the mark.
» She had a good voice, but her songs never
quite hit the mark.

leave your/its mark on sh/sth
to have an effect that changes someone or
something = Her unhappy childhood left
its mark on her all through her life.

make vourfa mark
to make people notice you or to have an
importat effect on  something
« (sometimes - as) Mr Sorrell first made
his mark as finance divector at Wimpole
and Soarmnes. » (often ~ on) Richards made
a tremrendous mark on Austratian cricket
during 1985.

overstep the mark
to upset someone by doing or saying
more than you should ¢ You overstepped
the mark when you shouted at your
wnother

marked

a marked man
someone who is being watched DLy
someone who wants to harm or kill them

o MHe Is still free to travel the worid, but he
knows he is a marked man.,

market

be in the market for sth
to be interested In buying something and
to have the money to be able fodoso e As
lovely as it is, we're really nof in the
market for a five-bedroomed house

a cattle market British, American &
Australian, informal

a meat market American & Australlan,
Informal
a place where people go to see sexually
attractive women or to find sexual
partmers « Beauly contests are just cattle
markets. » That new nightclub called The
Venue is ausful - it's a real meat market.

corner the market
to become so successful at selling or
making o particular product that ahimost
no one else selis or makes it « They've
maore or less cornered the fast-food market
— they're in every big city in the coumiry.

be chilled/frozen to the marrow Brifish
& Australian
to be extremely cold £ Marrow is the
soft materlal in the middie of your bones.
o After an hour on the mountain, we were
chilled to the morroun

marrying

not be the marrying kind Juumorows
if 2 man is not the marrying kind. he
does not want to be married £> People
sometimes use this phrase to mean that
the man is homosexual (= sexually
attracted to other men). » George has had
several girifriends, but he’s not the
marrying kind.

martyr

A martyr is a person who suffers for or
dies for sumething they believe in.

make a martyr of sb X
to treat someone badly with the result
that other people feel sympathy for them
» The government Rnows that i they siop
him standing in the elections they will




make a martyr of him from the point of
view of the international conunnily.

make a martyr of vourself
to do things which are difficult or
unpleasant for you, often when it is not
necessary « She’s made a real martyr of
herself wearing |herself out doing
everything for her famibu

mask

sb’s mask slips
if someone's mask slips, they do
something which shows people their real
personality when they have been
pretending to be a different, usually
nicer, tvpe of person £ A mask is
something that covers your face to hide
ie. » His mask had suddenly slipped, and
she saw him as the angry and cruel man
that hereally was.

match .

be no match forsth/sh 7
to be less powerful or effectlve than
something or someone else = Health
warnings are no molch for the addictive
power of cigarettes.

meet your match
to meet someone who s able to defeat vou
in an argument or a competition » The
world chess champion finatly met his
match when ke was beaten by a computer

a shouting match Britizh, Amerfcan &
Australian

a slanging match British & Australian
an srgument where people shout at each
other « Jf your child says something rude
or unpleasant to you, don't get into a
shouting match with them, Jjust leave
the room. » The debate turned infe a
slanging match,

matter

a matter of life and/or death
a serious situation where people could
die « (not used with the) The resuitsof the
peace negotiations could be a matter of life
ordeath for people in the loar zone.

the matter in hand British, American &
Australian, formal

the matter at hand American, formal
the subject or situgtion that is being
thought about or talked about » Do these

fiocures have amvthing o do with the
malier in hurud?

as a matter of course

if something happens as a matter of
course, it happens wlithout pecple
thinking about whether they want it or
not « I don’t think the Welsh language
should be taught in schools as a matter of
course—if students want to learn it. that's
their choice. N

I\L.-
be a matterof opinlon
1 if something is a matter of opinion.

different people have different opinions
about it e I don't think there is a perfect
way to teach a child to read - i2's a matter
of opinion, really.

2 if you say that something someone has

Just sald is a matter of opinion, you mean
that you do not agree = ‘She's g wonderful
mother" "That's a matterof opinion '

be a matterof record

if afact is a matter of record, you kuow it
is true because it has beon written down
» His views on immigration are a matler of
revord.

be only a matter of time

if you say that it is only a matter of tune
before something happens, you imean
that you are sure it 1s golng to happen,
although you do not know when
= (usually + before) I't is only a matier of
time before he is forced to resign. » I know
ske will be a great novelist. It is only a
matier of time.

matters
take matters into vour own hands

to deal with a problem yourself because
the people who should have dealt with it
have failed to do so = The police haven't
done anything about the vandalism, so
Local residents have taken matiers Into
their ouwn hands.

max L
b
to the max American, informal .

a@s much as possible = We're stretched o
the max - we can't possibly take on any
more work. » A lot of these guys push thetr
boties to the max spending three or more
hoursaday In the gym.



may )

bae that as It may stighhy formal
something that you say which means that
you accept that a piece of Information is
true but it does not change your opinlon
of the subject that you are discussing = J
take your point that it's a tough job. Be
that as it may, he knew that when he took it
on.

mea culpa

mea culpa humorous
something that vou say In order to admit
that something s vour fault « “7Tim, do
you know why the back door was unlocked
twhen I'came home?' ‘Mea culpa. I'm sorvy
— it won't happen again.’

meal
a meal ticket

somepne ar something that you use as a
way of getling reguler amounts of
money for the rest of your life « Gone are
the days when a unwersiy degree was a
meal ticket for life.

mealy-mouthed

mealy-mouthed
not brave enough to say what vou mean
directly and honestly « Storangely enough,
although we are getting more mealy-
mouthed abowt mental and physical
disabilities, we are increasingly frank
about badily functions.

meaning

not know the meaning of the word
if vou are talking about a quality or an
activity end you say that someone does
not know the meaning of the word, you
mean they do not have that quality or
they have no experience of that activity
e Work? He doesn't know the meaning of
the word! = And the irony of Phil talking
about ethics. He doesn't know the meaning
of the word.

means

a means to an end b
something that you are not interested in
but that vou do because it will help you to
achieve something else » (not used with
the) Mike doesn't have any professional
ambitions. For him, work is just a means
to an end.

a man/woman of means
someone who has a lot of money « I'couwld
tell from her address that she was a

woran of means.

measure

have the measure of sh/sth slightly
Sormal
to understand what someone or
something is like and to know how todeal
with them = What was clear was that the
president no longer had the measure of his
country's problems, = I don’t think she's
under any illusions about her husband -
she’s pot the measure of him.
get/take the measure of sb/sth ¢ We got
the measwre of the opposition in the first
half and set about beating them in the
second.

meat
frumorous
a man's sexual organs = [ fell you whot,
his trousers were so tight you could see his
meat and two veg!

meat and two veg British, informal
a traditional tvpe of meal, often found in
Britain, which is basic and slighty
boring, usually a piece of meat and two
vegetables = The food Is very much meat
and two veg - you won't find any ¢f your
Jancy French culstne here,

the meat and potatoes American,
nfarmal
the most Important or baslc parts of
something = They stuck to the meat and
potatoes of broadcasting - sports and
news.
meat-and-potatoes American, informal
= {always before noun) The focus was on
jobs, health care, and other meat-and-
patatoes issues.



medal

be meat and drink to sh
if something Js mest and drink to
someone, they very much enjoy doing it
and find 1t easy although most peocple
would find it difficult or wnpleasant » He
gives ail these talks to terrifyingly large
audiences but it's meat and drink to Peter

be the meat in the sandwich British &
Auspralian
to be in a difficult situation because you
are the friend of two people who are
arguing « § grew up with my parents
continually yelling at each other so { was
the meat in the sandwich,

deserve a medal fiLmorous

If you say that someone deserves a
medal, you mean that you admire them
for dealing with such a difficult situation
or person for so long « (never in
continuous tenses; cften + for) She
deserves a medal for putting up with that
husband of hers.

a medaliion man British, huwnorowus
a man, ususlly an older man, who dresses
in a way that he thinks women find
attractive, often wearing an open shirt in
order to show his chest and a lot of gold

jewellery £5 A medallion Is a elrele of
metal like a large coin that 1s worn on a

chain around the neck. » And there he
was, a real-live 70's medallion man, just
stepped out of a time machine.

medicine

give sb a doseftaste of their own y
medicine
to do the same bad thing to someone that
they have often done to you, in order w
show them how unpleasant it Is » Shes
afways (wrning wup tate for e so I thouglu
I'd glve her u taste of her owwn medicine
and see hoto she [ikes it

meeting

a mecting of minds slightly formal
a situation in which two people find that
they have the same 1deas and opinions
and find It casy to agree with each other
e Government officials say there was a
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meeting of minds between the two leaders
during thesix-hour talks in Pretoria,

melting

a melting pot
a place where people of many different
races and from many different countries
live together = Rules of mutual tolerance
must be agreed in an area which IS a
meitting poi of such diverse cutfures.

member

be a fully paid-up member of sih
informal

be a card-carrying member of sth
informal
to he part of a particular group » Unlike
Jormer feaders, ke displays a degree of
sensitivity that shotes him to be a fully
pued-up menber of the Ruman race.

memory

commilt sth to memory
to make voursell remember something
= | havenr't got & pen {0 twrite down your
phone number — I'l fust have to comimil it
{0 memory.

have a memory llke an elephant :"‘:
to be very good at remembering things
£3 Elephants are believed to have good
memories. = ‘Tremember where I first saw
her - it was at Tim Fisher's party about
ten Years ago.” "Yes, you're right - you've
gof a memaory like an elephant!’

jog yOur memory
to cause vou to remember something
e Police are hoping o jog people’s memory
by showiéng them pictures of a car that
was used ina robbery.

take a strollftrip down memory lane .~
to remember some of the happy things
that you did In the past  We were just
taking a stroll doun memory lane and
recalling the days of our youth.

men
™,
the men in grey suits
men in business or polities who havea lot
of power and influence although the
public does not see them or know about

-
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them = As usual, it is the men in grey
sults who will decide the future of the
industry.

the men in white coats hurmorous
doctors who look after people who are
mentally ill ® The men in white coats will
be coming 1o take me away f I stay in this
Job much longer:

scparate/sort out the men from the

boys

if a difficult situation or activity
separates the men from the boys, it shows
which people in a group are brave and
strong and which are not = You have fo
survive outdoors for three days and three
nights. That should separate the men from
the boys.

ménage A trois

a ménage & trols
an arrangement In which three people
who have a sexual relationship live
togother « They married in ‘73 and then
met Russell with uwhom they entered into a
brief but idyllic ménage & trois.

be on the mend ¥
if you are on the mend, your health is
improving after an illness « He's still a bit
tired but he's definirely on the mend.

mental

go mental informal
to become very angry « She'll go mental
when she sees what you ve done to her car!

make a mental note )/

to make an effort to remember
something, often something that vou
want to do later « (often + to do sth) [
made a mental note to call my mother and
tell her what he'd said. « (often + that)
Last time we had dinner together I made a
mental note that you didn't like fish.

merchant

a merchant of doom iryfurmal )\
someone who is always saying that bad
things are going to happen » With exports
rising and unemployment folling. the

method

merchants of doom are having to revise
their economic predictions.

mercy

be at the mercy of sth/sh
to be in & situation in which you cannot
do anything to protect yourselfl from
something or someonc unpleasant  Poor
people are increasingly at the mercy of
money-lenders. » Of course, in a tent,
you're ot the mercy of the elements,

throw yourself onfupon sb's mercy
to ask someone to help you or to forgive
you when you are in a difficult situation
o [f all else fails, I nuight throw myself on
Sandra’s mercy and see i she'll drive me
there.

a mess of sth American, informal
a lot of something * He picked up a mess
of keys and handed me one.

message .

get the message informal
to understand what someone is trying to
tell you even if they are not expressing
themselves directly = Next fime he calls,
tell him you're busy for the nexi three
months — ke'll soon get the message
o Okay, I get the message - you want ro be
alone.

messenger

shoot the messenger humorous
to blame or punish the person who tells
you about something bad thst has
happened instead of the person who is
responsible for it ¢ And now for
tormorrow’s weather - it's going ro be cold,
wet and stormy, but don't shoot the
messenger!

method

there's method in sb's madness British,
American & Australian
there’s a method to sb's madness
American
something that you say which means that
although someone seems to be behaving
strangely, there is a reason for their



behaviour £ This phrase comes from
Shekespeare’s play "Hamlet'. » When he
picked the side I thought he must be crazy
but, judging by their performance this
season, there's obuiously method in his
madness.

mettle

Mettle Is the abllity and determination
to compete or do something difficult.

be on your mettle silgktly formal
to be determined to prove that you are
good at something, especially In a
difficult sitvation « ft’s a tough interview
— you Tl have to be on your mettle.

prove/show vour mettie siightly formal
to prove that you are good at doing
something by succeeding in a difficult
situation » A relaflve newcomer L the

game, he’s certainly proved hls mettie in
the last two games.

mick

mickey-taking Oritish & Australian,
Informal = 1 had o put up with a bit of
mickey-taking from some of the blokes
when I first told them but they've calmed
dowwn now,

Mickey-Mouse

Mickey-Mouse [riformal
not important or not good compared with
other things of the same type » (always
before noun) Were miking obowt a
respected organization here - not some
Mickey-Mouse out/lL.

microscope
put sth under the microscope

to exammme or think about a situation
very carefully £5 A microscope is a plece

of scientific equipment that allows you to
see small things very clearly. » Becouse
they're both public figures. their
relationskip has been putl under the
microscope.

the Midas touch
the ability to make a lot of money
£ Midas was a king in Greek storles
who had the power to turn anything he
touched Into gold. e Profits are dowen - has
that 80s entrepreneur lost his Midas
touch?

middle

the middle ground
something that two people or groups that
are arguing can agree about » The lawyer
will then atiempt o find the middie
Eround betipeen the foo parties,

be caught in the middie
to be in a difficult situation because two
people who vou know well are arguing
and both of them erfticize each other to
you * My mother and sister are always
arguing cnd I find myself caught in the
middie.

{out) in the middle of nowhers
In a place that Is far away from where
most people live « ['ll need a map 1o find
that pub — it's owl in the middle of
nowhere, apparently.

middle-aged

a middle-aged spread
the fat area around the waist that a lot of
people get as they grow older « A dark
Mue shirt worn outside his frousers
concealed the middie-aged spread.

middle-of-the-road

middle-of-the-road

1 not extreme politlcally = Neither party s
exactly radical - theyve both falrly
middle-ofthe-road.

2 entertainment that is middie-of-the-road
is ordinary and aceeptable to most people
but it is not exciting or special In any way
& Most of the music they play is pretty
middle-of-the-road.



midnight

burn the midnight ol
to work very late into the night » I've got
1o get this report finished by tomorrow so I
guess I'll be burning the midnight oil
toright.

might

{with) might and maln formal
with all your effort and strength » War is
something we should be working might
and main to avold.

might is right British, American &
Australian

might makes right American
the belief that you can do what you want
because you are the most powerful
person oOr country * Tb allow this
invasion to happen will give a signal to
every petty dictator that might is right.

mile

a mile a minute American & Australian
very quickly » Mike was very excited and
talking a mile a minute, » My heart beat
a mile a minute waiting for his plare to
land. %

a mile off informal
if you can sce or recognize something a
mile off, you notice it very easily » If's
obuiots he fancies you - you can see¢ that a
mileoft

byamile

by miles 7
if somcone or something wins or Is the
best by a mile, they win easlly or are
much better than evervone or everything
else » OF all the strawberry icecreams
we've tasted, this is the best by miles.
s Eperyone expected him fo win the
championship by a mile.

run a mile (/ormal
if you say that someone would run a mile
if they had to deal with a particular
situation, you mean that they would do
anything to avoid it « Fle flirts the whole
time but it's not serious - he'd runa mile if
a woman actually made him an offer.

stanc/stick out a mlle
to be very obvious « She stlcks ot a mile
with her red hailr = QF course he's
unhappy - Ut stands out a mile.

N

be miles away X
to not be listening to what someone is
saylng because you are thinking about
something else » "Jim, did you hear what |
Just said?” "Sorry, I was miles away.”

milk

the milk of human kindness llierary
being good and kind to other people
£>'This phrase coImes from
Shakespeare's play ‘Macbeth'. » She'sone
of those amazing people who's just
overflowing with the milk of human
kindness.

mill .

go through the mili
to experience a very difficult or
unpleasant period in your life « She really
wend through the mill with that son of
hers.

put <b through the mill
to ask someone a lot of difficult
questivns in oOrder to test them « They
really put me through the mill In my
i

million

lookfeel (like) a million dollars British,
American & Australian

look/feel (like) a million bucks American
to look or fee] extremely attractive » You
Ipok iike a million dollars in that dress!

Thanks a million! informal
something that you say to thank someone
for something they have done for you
£> This phrase s often used humorously
or angrily to mean the opposite. = lf wasa
really good piece of advice - thanks a
miilion. = So you didn’t bother 1o call me
and feli me you'd be late? Thanks a
million!

millstone

a milistone around your neck
a problem or respoensibility that you have
all the time which prevents you from
doing what you want £> A millstone isa
large stone that Is very heavy » £'d rather
not be in debt — 1 don't wang that millstone
around my neck
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make mincameat of cb informal
to defeat someone very easfly » A good
lowyer would have mode mincemeat of
them in court.

mind

your rmind goes blank
if you are asked a question and your
mind goes blank, you cannot think of
anything to say = [ was so nervows during
the interview that when I was asked about
my experience, my mind went blank.
vour mind Is a blank e [ can't even tell
you what his name was - my mind’s a
complete blank.

mind over matter
the power of the mind to control and
influence the body and the physical
world generally » I'm sure you can talk
yourself into believing that you're well.
It's a case of mind over matier:

The mind boggles. /.
something that vou say which means that
a situation or subject is very difficult to
understand or imagine » A clored sheep?
The mind boggles. » (often + at) The mind
bogeles af the thought of what you could
do with all that money.
mind-boggling « His lotest book is @
mixture of physics, astronomy and
phitosophy —all mind-boggling stufr

be a load/iwelght off yvour mind
if something 1s a welght off your mind,
you have been worrying about it and you
are pleased that the prcblem has now
been solved » I'm so relieved I don't have
to give o speech — if's a real load off my
mind.

be all in the/your mind
if you say that a problem that Is worrying
someone is all in their mind, you mean
that they have imagined the problem and
that it does not really exist  His doctor
tried to convince him that he wasn't ill and
that it was all in the mind.

be of like/one mind

bo of the same mind
if two or more people are of like mind,
they agree with cach other about

blow your mind (nformal

something » (often + on) We're of like
mind on most polftical ssues.

be out of your mind informud

to be crazy = You pald three thousand
pounds for that heap of junk! Are you out
of your mind?

go out of your mind informael » Did |
Just imagine all of this - am I going ot of
my mind?

be out of your mind with [boredomifear/

worry etc] ¢

to be extremely bored, frightened,
worried etc. » He was four howrs late and 1
was out of my mind with worry

be [bored/scared/worried etc] out of
youy mind ¢ [ really thought he was going
tocrash the car and I was scared outof my
mind. « He was the only young person at
the party and he looked bored out of his

if something blows your mind, you find It
extremely surprising and exciting = The
first time I hemrd this band, they
completely blew my mind and I've been @
Jan ever since.

mind-blowing irformal « The special
effects tn this fllm are mind-blowing.

bring sth/sb to mind

to cause vou to think of someone or
something * Something abowr his foce
brings ip mind an old friend of mine,

cast your mind back

to try to remember something = (usually
+ to) Cast your mind back to the first time
we met Tory. Can you remember who he
was with?

come/spring to mind

if somcone or something springs w
mind, yvou immediately think of them
o I'm trying to think of someone who
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might help oul with the kids. Yvette comes
to mind. » 'Don’t you think sex Is funny,
Marty?” “Funny' fsn't the word that
immediately springs fo mind, no.”

Do you mind!
something that vou say when someone
does something that annoys vou = Do yout
mind! Theres a queue here and someof us
have been Wwaiting half an hour o get to
this point! « Ido you mind’ Thot's my
brother vou're talking about!

get vour mind around sth
to succeed in undersianding something
difficult or strange # (usually negative) /
stitl can't get my mind around the strange
things she said that night.

have sth in mind
tc be thinking about something as a
possibility » (usually used in questions) T
thought we might eat out tonight.” "Where
did you have in rmind? « [ think that’s
Drobably what he had in mind.

have your mind on sth
to be thinking about something = fe's
hard to work when you've got your mind
onather things.
your mind is on sth = J wasn’t really
listening — my mind was on other matters.

have a mind like a steel trap
to be able to think very quickly, clearly
and intclligendy « She'll be a brilliant
lawyer - she has a mind like a steel trap.

have a mind of its own humorous
if a machine or vehiele has a mind of its
own, it does not work or move the way
yvou want it to, as if it is cantrolling itself
» Thiscomputer’s got a mind of itsotwn—it
just won'tdo what I ask it to.

In your mind's eye <
in your imagination or memory « In my

mind
mind's eye, she is still the iittle girl she was
the last time I saw her:
lase vour mind

to become crazy = Taking a child on a
motorbike withowt a helmet! Hove you
completely lost your mind?

on sh's mind
il something is on someone’s mind, they
are thinking about it a lot or worryving
aboul It = Something s worrying you, lsn't
i? What's on your mind? « Foarnted to tatk
about men but Helen obuviously had other
things on her mind. « I'm sorry if I've
been a bit trritable recently bul I've got a
fot on my mind (= I'm worrying a lot) as
Hfhe moment,

prey on sb’s mind
il something preys on someones mind,
they worry about it for a long time ¢ [ lost
my temper with her the other day and it's
been preying on my mind ever since.

put sb in mind of sb/sth old-fushioned
to cause someone to think of someone or
something, usually because of a
similarity « Something about the way ke
spoke pur mwe in mind of Ben.

put your mind to it <
to put all your attention and efforts into
doing something « If vou pia your ming to
it, you could have the Job finished In an

afternoon.

read sb's mind humorous
o know what someonce is thinking
without being told » ‘How about a drink,
then? "You read my mind, Ken.”
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mind-reader * [/ something’s bothering
you, then tell me. I'm not a mind-reader,;
you Knows!

slip your mind >
if something slips your mind, you forget
about It = f meant o tell her Nigel had
phoned, but it completely slipped my mind.

speak your mind
to be honest to people about your
opinions « She's not gfraid to speak her
mind, even if it upsets people.

sticks In the/your mind
if something sticks in the mind, you
remember it easily, oftén because it was
exciting or strunge « OQF all the things that
we did in Crete, that boat trip really sticks
in my mind. » She had one of those faces
that sticks in the mind.

take sb’s mind off sth/sb
if an activity takes someone's mind off
their problems, it stops them from
thinking about them = That's the good
thing about helping other people - It takes
your mind off your cwn problems.

tomymind
in my opinion « He's got red walls and @
green carpet which, to my mind, looks all
LLrong.

mine

a mine of nformation
a person or a book with a lot of
information « (often + about) #e's @ mine
of information aboul the cinema.

mint )

be In mint condition .~
If something Is jn mint condition, it
looks as if it is new £5The mint is a
place where new coins are made,
o There's an ad heve for a 1974 Volkswagen
Dectle. It's dark blue and in mint
condition, apparerily.

minting

be minting it British & Austrailan,
informal

be minting money American &
Australion
to be earning a lot of money quickly » Ice
cream sellers are minting 4 as the
unseasonal hegtiwave coritinues.
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minute

not have a minute to call your own
to be extremely busy « With a full-fime fob
and a family to look after, I don’t have a
minute to call nmy own,

miracles

performiwork miracles
to be extremely effective in improving a

situation * Di's worked miracles In the
kirchen - I've never seen it look so clean.
» These days plastic surgeons can perform
miracles.
a miraclo-worker * You've managed (o
Six the car! You're c miracleworker!

mischief

do yourself a mischief British &
Australian, humorous
if vou tell someonc they will do
themselves a mischief i they do
something, you mean they will hurt
themselves » You want to be careful
Jumping over spikes like that - you might
do yourself a mischief?!

misery

Misery loves company.
something that you say which means that
people who are feeling cad usually want
the people they are with to also feel sad
» On @ bad day, she isn't satigfied till the
entire fomily is in tears. Misery loves
company.

a misery guts informal
someone who complains all the time and
is never happv * OF colorse, your father
old misery guts, wented to come home
after half an hour because he was bored.

put sb out of their misery
to stop somecne worrving, usually by
giving them information that they have
been waiting for « I thought I'd call her
with the resudts today and put her out of
her misery:

put sth/sb out of their misery
to kill an animal or person because they
are in a lot of pain and you want to end
their suffering » Both of s back legs were
shattered and 1 figured the kindest thing
wotdd be to put it out of its misery with o
bullet.
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miss

A miss is as good as a mile.
something that you say which means that
failing to do something when you almost
succecded 1s no better than falling very
budly » I've tried to reassure him that he
only foiled by three percent but the way he
sees i, a miss is as good as a mile.

give sth a miss informal
to not take part in an activity e f think I'tl
give the barbecue g miss. 'mon adlet.

missing

without missing a beat American
if you do or say something without
missing a beat. you continue confidently
with what you are saving or doing = She
was asked what single achievermnent she
was most proud of "My son,” she rephed,
without missing a beat.

mission

mission accomplished
somcthing that you say when you have
finished doing something that you were
told to do £= This was a military phrase
in World War I1. « Mission accomplished.
I've got everything you asked for on the
list.

missionary

the missionary position
a sexusl position in which the woman
lies on her back with the man on top and
facing her » And for the less adveniurous,
there's always the good old missionary
position.

mix

mix it American & Australian, informal

mix it up American, informal
to fight or argue » Don'! take any notice of
Sally Shejust bhikes tomix [0 o He was secn
mixing i up in a braw! after the game.

mixed

amixedbag X
a combination of different things or
different types of people » The group is
quitea mixed bag - we have members with
all levels of experience.

be a mixed blessing
something that has bad effects as well as
advantages = Beguly can be a mixed

rmodesty

blessing It gets you a lod of attention but
preople are less likely to take you seriously

mo

Hang on a mo. informal
Halfilust a mo. informal

something that you say when you want
someone to wait a short time ¢ [ff you
hang on a mo, I'll just check whether
Barbara's in her off1ce.

mockers

put the mockers on sth Hritish, informal
to spoil something or to prevent it
happening » Carol's parents decided to
stay in on Saturday night, which put the
mockers on her plans for a party.

mockery

make a mockery of sth
to make something seem stupid or
without value « The fact that he sent his
children to private school makes @
mockery of his soclalist principles.

model

be a/the model of sth
10 be an excellent example of something
» Claudia, aluways the model of good taste,
lopked elegant in a black sitk gown.

moderation

Maoderation in all things.
something that vou say which means you
should not do or have too much of
anything » The latest thinking is that
eating a little of the food you like won't
harm you. Moderation in afl things. os
they say

modesty

in all modesty humorous
something that you say when vou are
poing to talk about your own
achievements » [ have to say in all

N
F



Mohammed

modesty, that we wowldn't have won the
game if I hodn’t been playing.

Mohammed

f Mohammed will not go to the
mountain, the mountain must come
to Mohammed.
something that you say whkich means that
if someone will not come to you, you have
to go to them £5 This phrase comes from
a story about Mohammed who was asked
to show how powerful he was by making
a mountain come to him * They never
visit me note they have a family. Well, if
Mohammed won't go to the mountain, the
rrourntain must come to Mohammed.

moment

the moment of truth
the time when someone has to make an
important decision or when you can see
if something has been successful or not
& The moment of truth came when ] had to
decide whether to move in with Jim or get
a flat o my own.

moments

have yourfits moments b
to be sometimes very successful = This
albuin's not as good as their last one, but it
has itx moments.

Monday

a Monday morning quarterback

American

someonce who says how an ovent or
problem should have been dealt with,
alter other people have already dealt with
it = it's easy 0 be a Monday morning
quarterback when you see the kids' low
Lest scores, but there are no easy answers to

Improving education.

that Monday morning feellng informal

if yvou have that Monday morning
feeling, vou are unhappy that the
weekend has hinished and vou have to go

back to work = “You look fed up. What's
wrong? 'Oh, it's just that Monday
morning feeting.”

money

Money (is) no object.
something that you say which means it
does not matter how much something
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costs because there is a lot of money
available » {f money was no object, what
sovt of a house would you live in?

Money doesn’t grow on trees.
something that you say which means you
should be careful how much money you
spend because there Is only a lmited
amount « ‘Dad, can I have a new bike?
‘We can’t afford one. Money dogsn't grow
on (rees, you know,”

Money talks.
something that you say which means
people who are rich have a lot of power
and influence » ‘He can’ act so how did he
get the part in the first place? 'His father's
a millionaire. Money talks.'

be (right) on the money American &
Australian, informal >«
if something someone says or does is on
the money, it is correct = When you said
he'd do the job well, you were right on the
mioney.

be in the money
to suddenly have a Ilot of money,
especially when you did not expect it = I
I can get acommission for a royal portrall,
I'll be in the money:

be money for old rope British. Informal

be money for jam Hritish, informal
if a job is money for old rope, it is an easy
way of earning money ¢ Babysitting is
money for old rope {f the chlldren go to
sleep early = Most people think belng a
professional footballer is money for jom.
in my opinion * For my money the
northicest of Scotland is the most
beautiful partof Britain.

have money toburn
to have a lot of money and spend large
amounts ¢n things that are not necessary
o Christinz’s netw bovfriend seems to have
money to burn. He's always buying her
extravagant gifts.
with money to burn » The ondy people
who can gfford o stay af this hotel are rich
penple with money o burn.

I'm not made of moneyl
something that you say In order to tell
somepne who asks vou for money that

.

M



vou do not have very much * No, I can't

fend you nwenty pounds, I'm not made of
money, you know,

put vour money on sb/sth )‘"\
to belleve that someone will do
something or something will happen
» Who do you reckon will get the job,
then?” ‘T'd put my money on Val." « I'd put
my money on Zola leaving Chelsea within
the next oo years.

put vour meney where your mouth is
to support something that you believe in,
especially by giving money « I people are
really interested in helping the homeless
they should put thelr money where their
mouth is.

spend money like water
of someone spends money like water,
they spend too much » Carol spends
money ltke water - no wonder she's always
broke.

throw (vour) money around
to often spend money on things that are
not necessary = I'm not surprised she
hasn't got any savings. I've never sven
anyone throty money around like Folly.

throw money atsth
to try to solve a problem by spending a lot
of money on it, instead of rying to solve
it by other methods = It's no good just
throwing money at the problem. We need
tochange the way the prison system is run.

You pays your money (and you takes
your chances). informal
something that you say which means if
you do something that invelves risk you
must accept that you cannot control the
result » The hotels are supposed o have
star ratings, but in fact it's a case of you
pays your mondy and you lakes your
chances.

You pays your money (and you takes

your cholce). informal

something that you sav which means
each person has to make thelr own
decisions in a situation, because no
decision is more corrvect than any other
e You can go by molorway which is
quicker, or take the coast road, which Is

prettter You pays your money and you
takes your choice,

money-spinner

a money-spinner British & Australian
a business or product that makes a lot of
money for someone ¢ Cookery books are
becoming a real money-spinner for the
publishing tndustry

monkey

monkey business slightly informal -~
silly behaviour or dishonest behaviour
* So what kind of monkey business have
you kids been up fo while I was out? = The
tax inspectors discovered that there had
been some monkey business with the
accounts.

a monkey on sb's back American &
Australian
& serious problem that will not go away
» The divorce proceedings are a monkey on
her back.

not give a monkey's British & Australlan,
very informal
if you do not give a monkey's about
something, you do not care about it at all
o She couldn’t give a monkey's If
everyone’s talking about her » (often +
guestion word) I don't give a monkey's
how much heearns, I just don't like him.

il be a monkey's uncle! old-fashioned
something that you say when you are
very surprised « Well, I'll be a monkey's
uncle. I never thought Bill would remarry.

make a monkey (out) of sb old-fashioned
to make someone seem stupid ¢ That's
enough of your silly tricks. Nobody makes
a monkey out of me!

monopoly

manopoly money
money that seems to have little or no
value £ Monopoly is the trademark for
a game in which you buy property with
pretend money = Win or lose this contrad,
it's all monopoly money to him.

not have a monopoly on sth
if someone does not have a monopoly on
something, they are not the only person
who has that thing « You don't have a
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monopoly on suffering, vou know. Other
people have problams 1o,

month

not in a month of Sundays
if you say that something will not happen
ina month of Sundays, you mean that it
is not likely to happen » He'll never run
the marathon, not in a month of Sundays.

moon

ask/ery for the moon
to want something that is not possible
* (usually in continuous tenses) There's

no point hoping for a permanent peace in
the area. It’s like asking for the moon.

moonlight

not be all moonlight and roses
if a situation is not all moonlight and
roses, it Is not ulways pleasant
* Marriage isn't all moonlight and roses.
It can be hard work keeping a relationship
together:

do a moonlight flit Brinsh, informa!l
to Jeave somewhers secretly at night,
usually to avold paying money that you
owe ® We could always do a moontight flit
- that wey we wouldn’t have to explain
about the money.

moons

many moons ago old-fashioned
a long time ago » 7 only have the faintest
memory of thar time. It ol happened
AT IMOONs ggo.

more

The more the merrier.
something that vou say which means vou
are happy for other people to join your
group in an activity « ‘Do you mind if
Ann comes to the cinema with us?" “Not at
all, The more the merrvier’

bite off more than you can chew
informal
to try to do more than you are abie to do
« Don't bite off more than you can chew.
Let someonc else organize the party.
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That's more like it. informal _)\"
samething that you ssy when someonc
mnproves an offer or an attempt * f can
raise my offor to $500.” ‘That's more like ft."

morning

the morning after (the night before)
informatl >
the morning after a party, when you feel

ill because you svore drunk » Erank’s got
a bad case of the morning after;

morning. noon, and night
if you do something morming, noon, and
night, youdo it most of the time « They've
been working morning, noon, and night to
Sfinish the decorating before the baly's
born.

mortal

shuffle off this mortal coil humorous
to die #> This phrase comes from the
play Humlet by Willlam Shakespeare. » J
really want to see the Coliserum before I
shuffle off this mortal coil.

most

the force that controls the natural world
* Look at those trees biown down in the
storm. Just showss you whar Mother
Nature can do when she gelsangny

a mother lode of sth American
a large collection of a particular type of
thing « His collection of letters and papers
ts a mother lode of information for wrilers
and journalists. )’

the mother of all sth informal A
an extreme example of something
» Mike's suffering from the mother of all
hangovers after the party last night.

at your mother's knee
if you learned to do something at your
mother's knee, you learned it when you
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were & young child 7 learned Lo sew at
my mother's knee.

Shall | be mother? Eritish & Australion,
humorous
something that you say in order to ask
whether you showld serve food or drink
to someone » Here comes the tea. Shall I be
mother?

moths

like moths to a flame literary

if people gather round somcone like
moths to a flame, they try to be near
somenne who seems very attractlve or
very interesting £> Moths are small
flying insects that are attracted to bright
light. = I never understood why people
Socked around him like moths to a flane.

motion

put/set sth In motion P4
if you set something in motion. you start
it happening » The government have set in
motion plans to reform the justice system.

motions

go through the motions /-
to do something because you are
expected to do 1t and not because you
want to « (often in continuous tenses)
These days when we go out, cook a meal
together or even make love, I get the feeling
that he's fjust golng through the motlons.

mot juste

the mot juste formal
the word or phrase that exactly describes
what you want to say = I'm searching for
the mot jusle to describe him. Unusual, T
think, Is the best way of saying it.

mould

Mold is the American spelling of
mould.

be cast in the same mould
if two people are cast in the same mould,
they have the same type of character
= Jack is cast in the same mould as his
Jather - intelligent, kind, but stubborn,
orpostie be cast in a different mould
s She's cast In o very different mold from

mouth

her sister. You'd never know they were
from the same family.

break the mould <"
to do somothing differently after it has
been done in the same way for a long time
e She broke the mould by insisting on
becoming a doctor instead of a nurse.
o (often + of) A new TV show s aboul to be
launched which airns to break the moid of
the usual daytime programs.

They broke the mould whon they made

sb/sth.

something that you say which means
somenne o something is very special
and that there is not another person or
thing like them ¢ They broke the mold
when they made Elvis. There’s never béen
a star to match him.

mountain

a mountain to climb British & Australian
something that s very difficult te do
s After a bad stari to the season, the team
has a mountain to climb § they want to
win the league.

make a mountain out of a molehill
to make a slight difficulty seem like s
serious problem » (usually In continuous
tenses) You're making a mountain out of
a molefull. You wrote one bad essay — it
doesni’t mean you're going to fail your
degree.

mountains

move mountains

1 if someone or someone's bellefs or
feelings can move mountains, they can
achieve something that is very difficult
» If faith con move mountains, we'll win
the Cup.

2 if you would move mountains for
someone, they are so important to you
that vou would do anything to please
them » He'd move mountains for her but
she treats him like dirt,

mouth

@ mouth to feed
someone, especially a new-born baby for
whom you must provide food » With three
small children and hardly any money, the



last thing they needed wos another
miouth 1o feed.

be all mouth British, American &
Australian, informal

be all mouth and (no) trousers 5rifish,
informal
if someone is all mouth, they talk a lot
about doing something but they never do
it = She says she'll complain o the
manager but 1 think she’s all mowth.
» You're all mouth and no trousers. Why
don't yolt just go over there and ask her
out?

be down in the mouth (nformal
to be sad » Jake looks a bit doten In the
mouth. Shall we try o find out what's
wrong?

keap your mouth shut informal
to keep something secret » You can trust
Sarah - she knows how to keep her mouth
shut. « (sometimes + about) Do you think
I should keep my mouth shut about seeing
Jim with another woman?

make sb's mouth water
if the smell or the sight of food makes
your mouth water, it makes you want to
eat it » The smell of fish and chips made
my mouth waler.
mouth-waterlng * The restaurant hod o
selection of mouth-watering desserts.

melt In the/vour mouth
if food melts In your mouth, it is soft and
tastes very pleasant » This sponge cake
just melts in your mouth,

run off at the mouth American, informal
to talk a lot withour saying anything
important » He's just another one of these
politicians who run off at the mouth,

shoot your mouth off very lnjformal
to talk to much, especially about
something you should not talk about
* (often + abowut) Don’t go shooting your
mouth off about how much money you're
earning.

Wash your mouth owutl old-fasfuoned
something that you say to someone who
i$ younger than you when yvou are angry
with them for swearing » Wash your
mouth out, young lady. There's no call for
language like that!

mouths

Out of the mouths of babes (and
sucklings). fiterary
something that vou say when a small
child says something that surprises you
because it shows an adult’s wisdom and
understanding of a situation « J was so
stunned that a child of six could be so
adult in her perceptions, Out of the
mouths of babes...

movable

a movable feast
something that happens often but at
different times so that you are not certaln
when it will next happen « They usually
have a party ot some point in the summer
but It’s something of a movable feast.

move

move the goalposts Eritish, American &
Australian

move the goal American
to change the rules in a situation in a way
that is not fair, usually in order to make it
more difficult for someone to achieve
something « My boss Is never satisfied.
Whenever I think I've done what he wants,
he moves the goalposts.

make a move

1 to do something in order to achieve a
particular result « Who will make the first
move fowards resolving the dispuie?
¢ (often + to do sth) There were plenty of
witnesses to the attack, but nobody madea
moue fo stop if.

2 toleave a place ¢ It'sgetting late - perhaps
we ought to make a move,

make a move on sh informal
to trv to start a romantic or sexual
relationshlp with someone = As soon as
Ellen left the room, her boyfriend made a
IMoLe on me.

movers

the movers and shakers
people who have & lot of power and
influence » This play has attracted the
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atiention o the Broadway movers and
shakers.

moving

the moving spirit liierary
someone who starts an Important
organization or course of action » (often
+ behind) Born in Nkroful, Ghana, he
was the moving spirit behind the Charter
of African States.

Mr

Mr Big informal
the most important man in a group of
people, especially a group involved in
criminal activitics » Police have arrested
a man they belleve Is the Mr Big of
Brighton's drug scene,

Mr Right
a man who would be the perfect husband
for a particular woman because he has
all the qualities that she wants » I'm sure
she'll settle down with a nice man one day
soon. She fust hasn't found Mr Right yet.

No more Mr Nice Guy.
something that you say when you have
decided to behave in a less plessant way
o I'm fed up with people taking advantage
of me. From now on, it’s no more Mr Nice
Guy

much

be much of a muchness informal
to be very similar » Pop music these days
is all much of a muchness as far as I'm
concerned.

not be up to much British & Australian
to not be of a very high quality » ft's a
very beautiful-looking town but the
shopping's not up o much,

muck

treat sb like muck informal
to treat someone without respect or
kindness « Afick treats his girifriend like
muck, but she’s crazy about him.

Where there's muck, there's brass.
British
something that you say which means you
can make a lot of money from work that
most people do not want to do because
they think it is dirty or unpleasant

multitude

o Decorafing's a messy job, but where
there’s muck, there's brass.

muck-raking

muck-raking (nformail
the activity of trying to discover
unpleasant information shout people so
that you can tell the public » These reports
are nothing but muck-raking - journalists
should not be allowed o investigate
ministers” private business dealings.

mud

Mud sticks. Erifish & Australion
something thst you say which means it is
difficult to make people change their bad
opinion of someane » The cowurt cleared
him of fraud, bui mud sticks.

Here's mud in your eye! old.fashloned
something that you say in order to wigh
success or happiness to someone who is
drinking with you » Well, here’s mud In
your eye! I hope you'll both be very happy
together

sling/throw mud at sb
if someone slings mud at another person,
they try to make other people have a low
opinion of them by saying unpleasant
things about Lthem = Companies should
think carefully before slinging mud at
someone who may respond with a libel
actfon costing mitlions of dollars.
mud-slinging = [ le/t Hollywood because |
was fed up with ail the mud-slinging that
goeson there

mug

a mug’s game British, informal
an activity that will not make you happy
or successful £> A mug is a person who
easily deceived. « Working for a big
company is a mug’s game - i you want to
make money you need (o start your own
business.

multitude

cover/hide a muttitude of sins fwnorous
if something hides & multitude of sins, it
prevents people  from  seelng  or
discoveringsomething bad = Big sweaters
are warm and practical end they hide a
multitude of sins.



mum

Mum's the word. informal
something that you say which means
something should be kept secret » [ think
I'm pregnant, but mum'’s the word until 1
Kknow for sure.

mumbo

mumbo jumbo
speech or writing that is nonsense or
very complicated and cannot be
understood  Theres so much legal
mumbo fJumbo n these documents that it's
hard to make sense of them.

munchies

get the munchies informal
to feel a bit hungry « Do you cver get the
munchies lare at night and find there's
absolutely nothing in the house you want
foeat?

murder

get away with murder /nformal
to be allowed to do things that other
people would be punished or criticized
for e Dave gets away with murder because
he’s so charming.

1 could murder sth. British, Informal
something that you say when you want a
particular kind of food or drink very
much * I'm starving. I could murder a
curm.

scream blue murder British, American &
Australian, informal

scream bloody murder American &
Ausrratian, informal
to shout or to complain very loudly
* Readers screamed blue murder when the
price of their datly paper wornd up.
¢ Someone took the child'’s ice cream oy
and he started screcming bloody murder:

murmur %,
without a murmur
if you do something without 8 murmur,
yvou do it without complaining e Lowise
was so tired that she went to beg withouta
murmur for once,

Murphy

Murphy’s law Lumorols
the way In which plans always fail and
bad things always happen where there is

any possibility of them doing so s I'm a
grear believer in Murphy's law - what can

£o wrong will go wrong,
muscle

nol move a muscle
1o stay completely still » Ske sat without
moving a muscle as the nurse injected the
anaesthetic.

muscles

flex your muscles
if a person or an organization flexes
their muscles. they take some action to
let people know how powerful they are
o The latest bomb scare was just the
terrorists flexing thelr muscles - showing
s they haven’t gone atay.

music

be music to sb's ears
Y something you hear 1s music 1o your
ears, it makes vou very happy = The news
of his resignation was music to my ears.

face the music
to accept criticism or punishment for
something that vou have done « When the
missing money was noticed, he chose to
disappear rather than face the music.

muster
pass muster
to be of an acceptable standard for a

particular purposc = Well, how did I'doin
the test? Do I pass muster?

mutton

mutton dressed (up) as lamb British.
informal
an offensive way of saying that a woman
Is dressed in a style that is more suitable
for a much younger woman ¢ Do you
think this skirt is too short? I don’t want (o
look like mutton dressed as lamb.

mutual

a mutual admiration society humorous
asituation in which two people express a
lot of edmiration for each other = "You
haven't cged at all.’ ‘Nelther have you and
look how siim you arel” "Hey, you (o, why
don't you form a mutual admiration
society?’



another/the final nall In the coffin -
an cvent which causes the fallure of
something that had already started 1o fuil
= (usually + of) [think that argument wes
the final nail In the coffin of owr

friendship.

on the nail British & Australion
if you pay an amount of money on the
nail, vou pay all of it immediately » FHe
altways paid eash. on the nail.

nail-biting

nall-biting
a nail-biting event or peried of time
makes you feel very nervous, usually
because you are walting for something
important to happen e« (always before
noun) The feams were very evenly
maitched and played a close game right up
to the nail-biting finish.

name

4b's name is mud informal
if someone's name is mud, other people
are angry with that person because of
something they have done or sald » Well
he'd better turn up tonight or his name
will be mud.

younameit
something that you say which means
anything you say or choose = I've fried
Just about every diet there is going, you
name it and I've done ii. » What would you:
like? Cin, vodka, lager; wine? You name it,
we've got it.

name

& name to conjure with

1 a very important and famous name
» There are some names to conjure with on
the programme - Poland's Polanski and
India’s Satyajit Ray to name but two.

2 an Imteresting or strange name = Arnold
Spunkmeyer - now that’s a name fto
conjure with! _

the name of the game
the most important part of an activity, or
the quality that you most need for that
activity » You have fo know the right
people in acting. That’s the name of the
SOrTe,

clear sb's name
to prove that someone is not guilty of
something = He was convicted of drug-
smuggling four years ago and has been
trying to clear his name ever since.

drag sb's name through the mire/mud
to tell peaple abour something bad that
somecne has done so that people will
have & bad opinlon of them = Her name
was dragged through the mud after she
admitied offering money in return for
rotes

have sb’s name on It informal
If something has your name on it, it isthe
type of thing that you like very much and
s0 you have to buy, eat, or drink it » Come
on, Poul, there's one piece of chocolate
cake left and it’s got your nams on iL.

have sb’s name written all over it
Iriformal
if a job has someone’s name written all
over it, they have all the qualifications
that are needed for that job » You vegot 1o
apply for this job. It's got your name
written all over it

have/see vour name in lights informal
to be famous for your work in film,
theatre, music etc. » She accepled the few
badly-paid roles she wos offered and
continued (o dream of secing her name in
lights.

1 can’t put a name to her/him.
something that you say when vou cannot
remember someone's name » [ can
picture his foce exactly bur I can'i put @
name ¢ him.



names

in all but name
if a situation exists in all but name, it
exists although it is not officially
described that way « They'd been lHving
together for over ten years. It was «
marriage in all but name.

in name only
if something exists in name only, it is
officially described in a particular way,
although that description is not really
true * Twothirds of the population are
Catholic, though many are so in name only.

in the name of sth
if bad things are done 