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Introduction 

Idioms are a colourful and fascinating aspect of English. They 
are commonly used in a ll types of language, informal and formal, 
spoken and written. Your language skills will increase rapidly if 
you can understand idioms and use them confidently and 
correctly. One of t he main problems students have with idioms 
is that it is often impossible to guess the meaning of an idiom 
from the words it contains. In addition, idioms often have a 
stronger meaning than non-idiomatic phrases. For example, 
look daggers at someone has more emphasis than look angrily 
at someone, but they mean the same thing. Idioms may also 
suggest a partiwlar atti tude of the person using them, for 
example disapproval, humour, exasperat ion or admiration, so 
you must use them carefully. 

The Cambridge International Dictionary of Idioms explains the 
meaning and use of around 7,000 idioms in a clear and helpful 
way. It is a truly international dictionary: it covers current Brit ish, 
American and Australian idioms. 

It includes: 

• traditiona l idioms (e.g. turn a blind eye to sth, t hrow the 
baby out with t he bathwater) 

• idiomatic compounds (e.g. fall guy. turkey shoot) 

• similes and comparisons (e.g. as dull as ditchwater, swear like 
a trooper) 

• exdamations and sayings (e.g. Bully for you!, Over my dead 
body!) 

• diches (e .g. all part of life's rich tapestry. There's many a t rue 
word spoken in jest.) 

The definitions are cleat and precise. They have been written 
using a carefully controlled defining vocabulary of under 2, 000 
words. Every idiom is illust rated with examples based on 
sentences from the Cambridge International Corpus. This means 
that all of the examples reflect natural written and spoken 
English. Information about grammar is shown clearly, without 
complicated grammar codes. The origins of idioms are explained, 
where appropriate, to help understanding. 



In addition, there are theme panels showing idioms grouped 
according t o t heir meaning or function. There are also 
phot ocopiable exercises at the back of the dictionary. This 
dictionary aims to help you not only as a comprehensive 
reference book but also as a valuable learning aid. 
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How to use this dictionary 
....................... -··-··-···-~-···-··-··-···---··-··-_..··-···-····· ·--····- ············-············· ···· ············ ··········--· 

Finding an idiom 

Where do you look? 

The best way to search for an idiom is to look in the index at the bacll of t he dictionary. You can 
look undi!r any important word in the idiom to f ind out where t he entry for t hat idiom is. The 
keyword (the word where you will find the entry) is shown in datk type: 

take pot luck (pot Is th~ k~yword, so ttl~ entry Is at ' pot') 
give someone a taste of their own medicine (medicine is the keyword, so the entry is at 

'mc!dicine') 

Each entry is listed under al(eyword. The 
keyword is shown in dark type in the index. 

J acid I 
V an add test 

a test which wUl really prove the value. 
quality, or truth of something • The Mw 
show was ~~~ recelued buJ vlewlns 
figures f or the mxt episode will be the nal 
add test. 

Idioms are not usually listed in the indc11 under words like ·a·, 'the', ';,II', 'these", 'where' or 'no•, 
except when the whole idiom is made of such words, e .9 . be all in, be out of it. 

Words are liSled in the index in the same form as they appear in the idiom. For instan<e, look up 
'pushing up the daisies' at 'pushing• or 'daisies'. not 'push' or 'daisy'. 

When there are several idioms listed under one keyword, the Mtries are ordered as foliOIIIIS: 
• entries beginning with the keyword 
• entries beginning with 'a'+ k~yword 
• entries beginn ing with 'the'+ keyword 
• a ll o ther entries in alphabetical order of the wo rds they begin with 

For example, the entries under the keyword 'tongue' are ordered like this: 
~ongue in cheek 
tongue-in-<:heek 
a tongue-lashing 
bite your tongue 
find your tongue 
get your tongue round/around sth 
hold your tongue 
loosen your t ongue 
trip off the tongue 

Where British and American idioms have different spellings, e.g. take centre stage (British)ltake 
<enter sta~ (Ameriwn}, th~ idiom Is a t the British keyword, but you can look up the American 
spelling in the I~ to find out wMre it is. 



lhls Is the basic form of the Idiom. 

Many idioms have diHer~t possible fonns. 
When that difference is just in one wQI"d, it is 
shown like this. 

When the diHerence is ITIOI'e than one word, 
the alternative forms are shown on dttferent 
lines. 

ix 

paint tM town Nd i1l[ormal 
to go out and el\)oy yourself in the 
evening. often drinking a lot of alcohol 
and dancing • Jock fllmhed his exams 
today so he's t;OTU? off to pa Enl IN tou.-n red 
with hisfrWul.s. 

f-.1 put/stick the knife ln iRritish & 
AlJstrallan, Wormal 
to do or say ~methlng unpleasant to 
S()meone in an unkind way • 'No 0114! in 
th~ offtce ltkes you, you know. Tim. ' she 
said, pulUng 1M Jrnqe tn. • Tlu reviewer 
from Th# Tltm!i rMIIJ; SJuck 1M knife in, 
ccutng ll w wors1 play lu'd S«n in years. 

Hraise {sb's) haddes I 
make (sb'&) haddes riHJ 

to annoy someone lb Hackles are the hairs 
on the back of a dog's neck which stand up 
when It isancry. • Tlupolltlclon"sfronk 
Interview moy hove raised luu;kles in hts 
parry. • Tl~-e mollie's pro-war rmssage ~ 
moTU• people's hackw rtse. 

Woros in brackets can be omitted, and the r ----­
meaning will be the same. 

think about it any more • rue hod It/ 
From now on thq can clear up their own 
mess. • (often • with)J't.oeJuuiUuptohtn 
with taw'VS! 

Idioms with different forms in British, Amencan 
"·-· r:~ ... _ 

1
,... _ ..._ __ 1\ blowar.tspberry 8rttlsh&AustroJ/on,j 

Of ,......ua ..... are,...,.IITlonseparate ·~ """e infc 11 
is a list of ~ioo:ll labc:ls on ~e 'IN. _ .. _ orma ~beN}< lea l'lfi I] 

v-·~ a rasp Amtr n. ormo 
to make 11 ru~ noise by putting your 
tongue between your lips end bJowmg 
• (often + a t ) A boy of n.o more lho.n six 
appeared. bleu.• a ro,spberry oc mt o.nd 
tlten ran OU.'a>\ 

If an idiom ts formal, informal, old-fashioned, 
etc.. this is shown with a label. There is a list 
of register labels on page X>~. ~'-,.~go (ouQ. on the razzle British. 1.-------------....al '1i!lfon!1fll. pld-.iflshiOII"ftil 

to enjoy }'Ourself by doing thingS Like going 
to parties or dances • "~'re coing out on 
the razzle on ,".'ew Year~ Eue do :JI()U/OIICjl 

romtng? 



'sb' means 'somebody'. It can be replaced by 
a person's name or by 'himlherlyoutthem/ 
me/us'. 

-~-~-~!{~the push 
1- 1 Bntlsh & .AlJstraJian, iliformal to end 

somcono·s employment • A,ftcr r~nJ,y 
)V:ars· lcyal strlllt:t. they gallt htr the 
push. 

'sth' rne<Jns 'something'. It can be replaced 1 ri&M 

..,by_ a_n_on_ -h_ um_ an_ obj_ .ec1_ . _______ _.- -to not take action to change something 
wrong or unpleasant • Don't panic about 
low sales. I.Al ir rideft>r a LChtlt tiU ~« su if 
business plcks up. 

'You' can be replaced by 'Wslherltheii'Jovr/my'. ( bi~.,)'OuT}rtackltop irl{tlrmal ----------------1.- to 11uddenly become ~·ery an~:ry • MY 
mOther bW» her top r£Mn she sow the 
mess u,-e'd m.adelll the kltc:Mn. 

'swh' means 'somewhere'. It un be replaced _ ~rflh.fOUJ:J.!SWhlvrltlsh 

,_b_y_th_ e_n_a_me_ o•f•a•p•ta•c•e•. -------.J IN.!!!!.h out oiS\Yh;AmertC<Jil & 
• Australian 

Some idioms have more than one pos~lblc 
mc~ng. In sU<h U$CS, the diHcrcnt 
meanings are numbffed. 

Sub-entries 

Sometimes Idioms have a bask form but are 
often found In slightly different constructions. 
If they are common, these different 
constructions are shown in sub-entries. 

to hal-'C just finisl1ed education or 
training Jn a particulu sch<>ol or college 
and not have much experience • Our 
course is tauaht byo.>oong prof~ j'nsh 
out of law schcol. 

have )"cur head in the douds 
to not know what is really happt'nlng 
around you because you are paylng too 
much attentioo tO }'Our own ideas • He's an 

\ 

crccukmic. Tll2y't-eaU Rot wir h«zds ln tht 
clcuds. 

{With y~~ead in the dou~• He was 
walking along with his head in tire ciQuds 
as usual when hr: rripped over a paving 
:stcne. 



Some-times diHerent ~of speech <on be 
fOtmed from the basic idiom. In this case. the 
marn form IS a verb phrase and the sub-efttry 
Is an <~di ective. 

The definit.ions 

All definitrons USC! simple WOlds to make 

xi 

catch sb's eye 
1 to be noticed by someone bccau.sc you are 

look in: at them • She lit a ctgantte u:hllt 
lu: tried toa:rtdl rhe wa1tu's eye. 

2 to be attractive or different enough to be 
noticed by people • There wtre 101$ of 
d~ to chooS#j'rom. but nont Q/thtm 
na//ycought my eye. 
eye-atchlng • T11enfSan c;;cat.c:hmc] 
mural m tAi)rol l. 

strike a blow for sth/ sb 
to do somethinR to support an Idea or to 
change a situatton to something whtcb 
you believe 1s good • l it claims to bt 
striking o blow for gtndtr tquoll(y by 
emplo1ing an tQuol num~r of mtn and 
toorr~m. • This latest acrecnu:nt Will strike 
o blow/or .frte tradt wlthJn tJUI EU. 
.~~'Tl' strike "'- blow "'Ui'instlat ~~~ /~h 
• Tl~tcourt '$ d«lsi~Jn srrlk$ a blow again3t 
minority rlghlS. 

a!_ the top of )'OUr voko 
f- i! someone says somethtn-:-g- a_t_th,_.c-tc-p-o"""'t 

~~ e~Wtounde~stand. "-------------.....1 tbc~l~. the~~· lt as loudly as tltcr 
,can • 'Stop it Nathan!'shuhouJtdat the 

Definitions show the most typical range of 
objects f or an idiom. 

w pclfhcrooi"' 

ontopof sth 
if you art' qn topJ>(~a situationJyou are 
dealinG with lt suoocssful.ly • We IIOd o lot of 
wcrlct.oth btlt I tlltnkwt'reon topQ{it now. 

see eye to eye 
DclinitioM show the typlClll range of i\JWO ~~eye to eye, they aF;ree wieh 
subjeCts fot an idiom. , -<;ach other• (ofhm negative; often+ with) "--------------....1 He'sas,WJoro trall$jer bewusehecWeJll't 

see eye ro eye with tJUI new numag;:r. 

For adjectival idioms, the definition expla ins day· to-day 
__ ': day·t0·~1activ]iY!ts one of the things 

._ ______________ ..... )'O\lha"o to do c"ery da..v. usually as part of what the idiom usually descrrbes . 

)'Ourwol'k • (alw~'S befOre noun) It~ Shtila 
wllo's n?Sporuiblefor theda)'-to-d.czy running 

of t1UI school. 



The ""'otion~ or attitude of the person using 
the idiom are explained in the definition. 

xi i 

On yer blkel Br/Jish &Al.tStrali.an. very 
ifl[ormol 
an lmp!llite way <! t~tg some-one to (tel 
away 'Can)'OU/.endmesomemoney?''On 
)W bike. mate!' 

)Individual woros in t he idioms are ex~alne<l an eager a,. aver 

I 
when this helps to understand the meaning someone whovrorks very hard and is eager 
of the idiom. ~ to do thinl;s ~ A beaver is a small animal --------------.1 which poople tradi~Wlr_ believe to oo 

hard-working.;. Who's the eager boowr wlw 

The history of idioms is explained when ttl~ 
helps to understand the meaning oi the 
idiom. 

Examples 

1 Examples show how idioms are used in 
natural speedl and writing. 

came inaJ wwetkmd to finish this workqjf? 

be in the doldrums 
1 ifabusiness.aneoonom.voraperson'sjob 

is in the doldrums. it is not very successCUI 
amno~~ishap~in.ll..~ 
doldrutns was the name for an area of sea I 
whereshipswere not able to move ~use I 
~was no wind. I 

put a bomb under sth/sb British & 
Austrolitm 
1f you want to put a bomb under a person 
or an organl:.!ation, you want to make them 
do things faster •V'd like topuJ a bomb 
under tllose sclfdtors. 

Very cOfN'rlon collocations art shown in dark blow-by-blow 
.,, a blow-by-blowdoscription of an event """'es '.Tpe. 6"' 

'---------------~-- very detail ofhow It ha~ned • SMgave 
me ~h,Y-biOWilc~Qii/itlof ller car 
c;rosh. 

Grammar 

The basic grammatical strooure of .1n idiom is shown in its entry: 

I 1
/~ ma n enough todO'SihJ 

This idiom is followed by an infinitive. to be brave enough to do SQmething . He 

---------------'· was man eoough ro admit he had mode a 
mistake. 

This idiom is followed by an ·ing form. 
a) be on the brink ofdoings~l 
1 to be likely todosomethingveryooon • The 

•----------------' dub's managerdismiued report$ that he 
u~ on the brink of buyinc Peter &nrds/e.Jl. 
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I rtle yourself upffnmotsl 
This idiom is a I ways reflexi"e.. to become wry ool\lU$ed or worried wh! n -----------------.1 you at-e u·yb\g to tnakc a decision ot· sol \'o 

a problem 

I . . . . hpushing This idiom IS always used .n contmuous tenses. 
• be pushing up (tho) dalslc"S]humorous 

to be dead • It u:.on't Q/)'ect mearo•wczy. I 'll 
~pushing up tile daisies long IH/brt It 
happens. 

Idioms whi<h <1te whole ~tences nan Wlth 
a capit<llletter and end with a ful stop« 
o ther punctuation. 

This idiom is always used in negative 
sentenc:~ . 

Act your agel 
something that )'OU ~to ~meone who iS 
beingsillytotell them tobehaveln amore 
scrlouswa..v • Oh. act your age, Cllrlsl You 
can't e:tptt:t to ha~;·e ) 'OW' own uu:zy all the 
t ime. 

Jnot look a alft harM in the mo!4hJ 
V ifsomeooc tells you not tv look a gift hocse 

._ _____________ _.. ln tbc mouth. the}· mean that you should 
not cntlcl.ze or fccl dOulllabout something 
good that has ~n ofl'en?d to you • OkflJI. 
it 's not tile job of'Jlour dreams but it JX!),'S 

good rrwney. l "d be indimd rwt to look o cift 
llorse in W11wulll tf I were you. 

Common gramrnatkal feat~o~es ¥e labelled at ex.lmptes which derrlotls1nte then: 

a rich sean formal 
a subJ,1ct which provides a lot of 

This idiom is often foi iO\ved by the 
pr~itlon •of'. 
--------------.L-.QPJnnnnr::!Qt't~un1!!!!!Ues~!_!for pecple to discuss. write 

about or make jOkeS ~(Often+ ofll 
&th wars har>e provkhd a rich SMm Q/ 
drama/Or playwrlglltsand nouellslsaUI:e. 

1h1s 1diom is often followed by a question 
word. 

I I 
get a move on ir![ormal 

This idiom is often an order. to hurry_!.){ often an order):Chi o move on, 
______________ _._ man!Wedon'thal)fa/lda.>t 



This id iom is usually used in a passive 
corntnJCtion. 

lhis adjectival idiom is a lways used before 
the noun it descri~. 

Figurative meanings 

Some keywordS have groups of id ioms which 
all use t he same figurative meaning of the 
keyword. In such cases, a note explains the 
f1guratlve meaning and a ll the idioms which 
follow it have that meaning. 

Common Idioms 

Idioms which are highlighted are very 
<omrnon and useful for learners of English to 
leam . 

bring sb to book BriJish & Australian 

topunisnsomeone •l<uzall~ phsivcXA 
crime lias be..>n com.mlu an w oever i~ 
n:sponsible must be brouglli to book. 

up-and-coming 
becoming more and more successful in a 
job-•l(always l:Jcforc noon)1Shefounded a 
summt>r school for up-and-coming 
musicia11s. 

-- Knife is used in tl1o following phr2SK 
oonnecte<l with \mplcasant behavlow: 

have yow· knif e Into sb British & 
AWltrafian, informal 
to tr to c l e roblem y a\S p s for some<>nc 
because you do not lil<e them • Mtki!'s hQd 
hi.~ knife into me ever since he found out I 
was $Wine II is cx·sirlfricnd. 

put/stick the knife In British & 
Ar1strolian, ill{onnal 
to do or sa~· something unpleasant to 
someone Jn an unkind 11·~ • Wo one in the 
0/flce likes you, you know, Tim. • siU! said, 
putting the knife ill. • Tile reviewer from 
The Times really stucktflckn.ifc i.n, calling 
it tl1c wor·sJ pl<w hi!'d seen in J.WJrs. 

tumftwist the knife 
to do or saY something unpleasallt which 
makes somoon9 who Is e~y ups& feel 
worse • Ha vine rrur.cU! the pocr girl cry: fie 
twisted the knife by saying she was wtak 
and unable to cope with pressure. 
a u.nltwlst of the knife • '1 tun:er lo~ 
}YJl4 • she said. withafinaltwlstqftlle kn(/11.. 

not have a d ue infor11Ul[ 

tn b.lM!no ~ofocno1n10 1 

about som9thlne • 'How much do hOUJeS 
.._ _____________ _. CMI in Yo1A~i1'1!1' ' I hDwn't got a cllJe. • 

• (Often 1 aboUt)/lllenletl~inl/re 

1980sdidn't haw a dueuboullhftaclllllg 

~~~~~~,~~~=~~--~ 



Regional labels 

British 

American 

mainly Btitish 

mainly Amcric.m 

Register labels 

informal 

form<~ I 

very mformal 

old-fashioned 

taboo 

humorous 

litefilf}' 

this idom is only used in British En!Jiish 

this id om Is only used In Ametrcan English 

this idom is only used in Australian English 

this idiom is mainly used in British Eng~sh 

th is idom is mainly used in American &19lish 

idioms which are used with friends and family or people you know in 
relaxed situations 

•dioms which are used in a serious or polite way. for example in business 
documents, senous newspapers and books, lectures, news broadcast~ etc. 

•dioms which are used in <11 very informal or not very polite way, often 
botwcen mcmbe" of a particular social g roup 

idioms which are still used but sound old-fashio ned 

idioms which are likely to offend people and a re not used in formal 
situations 

idioms which are Intended to make people laugh 

idioms which are mainly used in literature 





A 
fromAtoZ 

including all the facts about 1\ subject 
• '111is book tells rhe SJory of DialllJ'slife 
/rom A to Z. 

g et/go from A to B 
to travel from one plaoo to another place 
• When rm travelling./ try to u;orlr out the 
QUickest way of g.ettingfrom A to B. 

about-face 
an about·fa<:e mainly AlllOlrican X 

a sudden and complete change or 
somoouc·s ideas. plans. or actions • In an 
about-faa on the mornlng of his trial. t~ 
actused chonged his plea to gulU}~ • Both 
papers did an about-face and PllbflShed 
a con.denmalion of llis actions. 

above 
above and beyond sth 

more than • The$upport giuen lOU$ by the 
police was above and bc;)•ond what we 
could llat:e expecred. • She doosn't receh,>e 
OIU' extra money. above and beyond whaJ 
slle's paid by the council. • The number qf 
hours s11e puts Into her job is definitely 
above a nd beyond t he call of duty. 
( = mo1·e than is CXPCctcd of her) 

absence 
Absence makes the hea rt grow fonder. 

something that }'OU say which means 
beins apart from 410Jlle0ne that you love 
makes you love tbem ewn more • 'M)• 
boyfrtend's going to SoutJ1 America and I 
won't sec him for six months.' M u:ell. 
ah~ct makes the heart grow fonder.' 

accident 
a n accident waiting to happen 

a \~ry dangerous situation in which an 
accident is ver:r likelY • The sJ)tM tllat 

people drit-c akmc tl!is rood, i l's an 
occident wafting to happen. 

(whether) by accident o r design 
whether intended ro be this way or not 
• Tile system. whether by accident or 
design, benefits people who li~ in the 
cities more tllan /X',Ople IIJM lic.-e in the 
ccuntr:>~ 

more by accident than (by) d esign 
because of luck and not because of skill 
• I kicked tile ball and. more by accldem 
than design. it/oun.d its u'aY into the net. 

accidentally 
accidentally on purpose lwrrwrous 

if you do something accidentally on 
pmpose. you intcud to do It but you 
pr9tend that It was an accident • 1/ I. 
accidentally rm purpuse, forcet to bring 
l1er oddrc$s with 1.1$, we u;on't be at>Je to 
vtsil herQfruaU. 

accidenb 
accidents will happen 

somethin& that you say In order tO make 
someone feel less guilty when they have 
just drunaired something that does not 
belong to them • Oh well, accidents will 
hopper1.. I can alway-s bu;· anotlw-bowl. 

accord 
of your own accord X. 

if you do something of your own aococd, 
you do it without being asked to do it 
• SM left of l1er OUR! accord. I did11't tell 
iu:Ttogo. 

account 
be brought/called to ~teeountformal 

to be fOrced to explain something you did 
wrong, and usually to be punished 
• lNhat amcems us most is tllat the people 
nspcnsible for the violtnct shciM be 
brougfll to account. 

on sb's account 
if you do something on someone's 
account,lrou do It because of that person 
• Don't cook anytlllng special 011 TttY 
aa:ounr. I'm liOt even very htt1181JI. 

on your own a ccourtt 
if you do something on your OWl\ 

account you do it by :fouxself or for 
yourself • ld«UU!dtoaskafe.wquestions 
aboUl theacddmt on my own account. 



accounting 2 

on no a«ount must/should sb do sth 
fOrmal 
if you tell SQmeone that on no aoc:ount 
must they do something, you mean that 
they must nC'.-cr. for any reason do that 
thing • On nc accoWil must the COIItCIItS of 
this dOC'umem be shown to any other 
person. 

tillle iltbllblaloaCcMmt 
untof slhllb 

to think about sornetiWlg or SDmeCllle 
what )fOU are maklnt A dedslon nr '8 
jo"'!plitfbt • I hojM thfly?l fillet ,_. • 
imo Gln)llrrl lllhrn lhtli"n Piil6inll lu!r 
work. • <oftsl + tllaG 27w.Y IDok 1JUo 
OfXIOfllll tluJt M 'd ,_, llftll m lrollbl6 
,....,_ • 1lfr IJOdc labs 110 ac cGtlllt ~ 

(• dnes 110t canalder) lfDift ·-~ 
~~mAm~-~ea~--~-----

accounting 
There's no accounting for taste! 

something that you say when you cannot 
understand why someone likes 
something or someone • 'I love having a 
Cllld siiOU.V!r lxr/01'1! breolifast. • 'K'c?/1, 
there's no occmmtingfor co.s1e!' 

ace 

An ace is a playing card which usually 
has the blgh~t value In a game and 
whicll you need to win. It is used in tho 
foUowlng phrases connected with 
achlevlng success. 

an ace in the hole Amerialn 
an advan~ge that you have that other 
people do not know shout • Tile local 
team has on ace tn the hole wilh their MW 
player. 

come within an ace of sth/doingsth 
to Rlmoot Achieve something • Liliford 
Christie camP within an ace 0/ tlle world 
indoor record for the 100171 last nigl!L 
bo within an ace of sthldo.ing st.h • Her 
ambitiOn to !>lar in a musical is within an 
ace 0/ oong (= is almost) Juljilled 
following talks with a Wcsr End producer, 

hilvo iln ilce up your slee11e 
to htlve an advuntage that other people do 
not know about • T1ze new 11t1me show }laS 

a11 ace up Us slcu't. /r will allow llretcers ro 
p/ay.from home and win prizes. 

play your ace 
to do the thing that yOU know will bring 
you suctess • T11e P~W«Ulor pwyed her 
ace, tile rP.$Ults of the DNA tests on 
sample.s ~I .from tl1e ulctim 's clotlllll$. 

aces 
h;rve /hold all the aces 

to be in a strong position when you arc 
competlng with someone else, because 
you have all the advantages • In the 
battle between road. butlders and 
environmenUillsts. tile road builders seem 
toholdalltheaus. 

Achilles 
an Achilles' heel 

a small fault in a person or system which 
might cause them to fail lb Achilles was 
a man in Greek m .. vtholORY { = an ancient 
set of stories) who was killed when ho 
was inJured on tho heel. ThJs was the 
only part of his body where he could be 
harmed. • As a tf'.am they're strong on 

arrack bt.tt tMy hD"~ a weak defence tluU 
mighl prm.-e robe thcir Achille$' lle.cL 

acid 
an add test 

a test which 'will rcruzy prove tho value, 
quallt): or truth of something • The new 
sh:OUJ u.'al wei ( recefued bul t:iewing 
figures for w next episode will be w real 
acid test. 

act 
a balanclngl)uggUng act 

a d.11l1cult situation in which you try to 
achieve several different things at the 
same time • It's so e.xlu:wsling having to 
perfiR m w balancing act betu'(!€11 work 
aml famiJ>I, • KeepifiG bolJI silks in tJu: 
dispute happy was a di/TlCUU juggling act 
which required an exJroordinaryd.egreeoJ 
dipl.omazy. 

be a hard/tough act to follow 
to be so good it is notlikely that anyone or 
anything else that comes after will be as 
good • Last year·s thrJUJng Super &wl, 
when the Neu.• York Giant.~ beat tlw 



Brlffalo 111/ls 20.19 will ~ o hoP'd ad to 
jbllow. • Tile nnG Chairman knows his 
pred«essor fs a t<Wgh act to follow. 

eatch sb In tho act )( 
to discover someone dolns somcthlng 
\\'rong • I was tr)'inJ: to Clf!OT up the mess 
011 the carpet Wort an.vone not~ u. but 
Isubel came in and caught 1111! in the act. 

dean up your act uvormal 
to stop doing lhtnga that other peoplt! oo 
not 1\l)prove of and start to behliVe in a 
more aooeptable w~· • TI~Ue"s a ~.~ry 
stroll8 anti prtss /NUng at tilt moment. A 
lot of Pf!Op{ethink it·sti~mtheyclcamd UP 
their oct. 

ttlt your lid together Wormol 
to Ol'l!anizc your actlvltks so that >"Oil do 
things In an cffoctlvo wa)· • I/ fMseJN()ple 
cvuld ~ ,_ tht#ir oct II:Wcfhu. thej•CXJUid 
prpd1101 unbmtrlhll 1oi11J'S. • You'd bttt« 
Get your art tQGdhcr and srorrlooklng for 
a job. 

get m on the Kt 
tu tM:oml.! in~-oh"Cd in $0methin& 
sw:cessful that someone else has !itarted 
l'l> that you un become successful 
yom-self • Wtt ron a BlJtXess/al lbcal 
ddiLW)I businclss until olhu l«al 
COitlpanl#s $1.0rttd trying t~ get In on l1w aa. ____ _ 

action 

be out of •ctJon 
1 lC amachinc<~n"t'hlclc Is out of action. It 

Is not working or: ea~ be UllCd • I'm 
tl/Tald tlw 1Vs outf:¥ uaion. ---
put Stll out of action • The freezing 
U>talhtr htl$ pld ntdny trains outqf action. 

z u· :someone who pla)~ spOrt is out of 
action, they are injured and cannot pl~· 

• ToWCT$ is out of rJCtion with (1 brok~n 
wrist. 
put sb out of action • A bad.fall put him 
out 0/ acti<mfor 2 months. 

a piece/slice of the action informal 
~ing mvol~o'ed in someUtins suc~.ssfttl 
that someone else started • Now ro..<~<.>arcll 
has proved that the ~w dr«a is effectlve, 
everyone U.'C!11lS a pkce 0/ the action.. 

actions 
Actions $peak loude r than wordS. 

something tha t you say which mean!' tha t 
what you do is more important than what 
y()U Sa)l • Of CCUrse t /le 1/DL'l!mmenC have 
mtuk all sorts of promise~ but a.5 we all 
knoU) rJC~ionsspeak louder than words 

Adam 
not know sb from Adam 

to M\'C no vet met SOtn(!Ona ahd not khow 
Rnything about them • Wlry should I wul 
him money? I don't J.incwhimfrom.Adam. 

ad hoc 
a d h oc 

an ad hoc organ~ation or process is not 
planned but is fo1·moo o1· arrange4 when 
it is n~ for- a particular purpose 
• All ad IIOC group 0/ 75 ptJrmU fs leading 
t l1e protest ro demand the nsigiUllion of 
the hl!adU!ll:her. • He doesn't dlarge a Sd 
Q/TI()l.IJI/for his u:ork bur necotiatesfPeS em 
an rJd hoc basis. 

ad infinitum 
ad Infinitum 

1f something happens or continues ad 
lnfmitum. it happens again and again in 
the same way, or il oontinues forever 
• The TV sr.ationiusl shows ~peats 0/ old 
comedy pro::mmmes Cld ill!inilum. • Jfcr 
Us1 of romp/aims w~u on and on ad 
l~nltum, 

ad nauseam 
ad nauseam 

if someone discusses something ad 
nauseam. the)' talk about 1tso much that 
it becomes ~·ery horing • Slle ta~ cd 
nawr:am about how brilliant her cllildnn 
ore 

ado 
much ado about nothing 

a Jot of trouble and excitement about 
something Which is not lrnportant 
~Much Ado about Nothlng t<: the title of 
11 famous pla,y by Shakespeare. • [Wple 
luwe been gelrim: very UJJSet about t~ 
'SI!atfng armngetnl!nt3 [01' the C11ri.st1nas 
dinner. but as far as I'm concerned it's all 
much ado abo111 nothing. 



afraid 4 

without furtherfmore ado 
without any delay • And 5{), without 
j u1 tiler ado, let ~ intrO(/Uce >'CU. II) 

ll)nighl's spak,er. 

afraid 
be afraid of your own shadow 

to be extr~ely nen•ous and easil)' 
frightened • Sll<''s always hauing panic 
a ttcr.ckS. sM's tl~ kind qf person who's 
Q[raid qf lw own shadow. 

ago 
Act yonr ago! 

somethl.ng lhat ~u sa:; ro somoono who 
is being silly tD teU them to behave in a 
more S4!dous way • Oh, ad your a::e. 
Chris! You can't cxpcct to haue your own 
way all tile timL 

come of av• slight ly formal 
1 to ~ach the age when )'OU are an adul t 

aiJd arc legally rest>Onstble for your 
bcllavlour • So wiUlt qf all tlU! /VtY· 
tllousand)V>unpurs who come qf age tl1is 
spring! Who wl/l they b#votlngj'or! 

2 something or someone that has come of 
aRe has reached full successful 
developmC!nt • AJ?er years qf 
sophWicaUd mimicr)', JapaMSe design 
has come of~· 

agenda 

An agenda is a list of subjects to be 
discussed a t a meeting. Agenda is used 
in Lh(j follOWing phrases connBcted 
with dis.cussins or achieving 
sbmeth l.ng. 

at the top of thelsb's agenda 
high on the/sb's agenda 

if a sumect or plan is at the top of 
someooe's agenda. It 1s U1e moot 
Important thing the)• want to discuss or 
deal with • The CQt'erllmenl has put 
education at the top qf ils agenda. • lVl1e11 
the scllOOlreacllers mut, classroom 
v1o~1~t:e wlU be lli8h on the (IJlmda. (=one 
of tlle most imiJOrtant subjects to 
discuss) 

a hidden agenda 
a reason fordoi.ngsomethingthatyou~ 

hiding by pretending that you have a 

d l..llbrent ~ason • He SlreSsed tl1at 1M 
n:uiew was II) identify stiJjJlng needs and 
tllert was no hidden ageru.i<J to cut jobs. 

on thelsb's agenda 
if a subject, pbm. or activity is on the 
a~:C!nda. people arc w ntlng to talk nbout 
it,c1r tot:ryto make it happen • He made it 
clear liJat strike action was 11Qt 011 the 
agen(/a 
oPI'OStJI off the/sb's agenda • Foreign 
tra~l Is ojJ tile agenda. ("' n.ot going to 
h<tppcn) until U:ll't:e sot sonw moiiP.JI 
togcJ!Ier. 

set the agenda 
to dodd~ what subjects other pe-ople 
should dlscuss and deal wlth, often 1n a 
way which shows that you have more 
authority than them • Oppusition partii!S 
haoo managed to wt IM agenda dUJ'ing 
this ekcrk>n by empl1asizi118 the public's 
/fXlr qf crtme. 

agony 
p ile on the a90")' 13ri ti$h & Australian, 

illfomti:ll 
to try to getsymplllhy from other poople 
by making YQUr problems ~m worse 
than the~· realty are • (usually in 
cont inuous tenses) He was really piling 
011 1M agot(Y. saylns M. was lleart·broloon 
and hadn't 80l 0Jf}'thtn8 /(ifl 10 llt>e/or. 

aid 
What's sth in aid of7 Brltlsl1 &Austrolum, 

iti/Ormal 
somethJJlg that you say when ~·ou want to 
know why someone has done something 
• I heard the shcutingfrrml th.e other side 
of tlU! building. What was that in aid of? 
• A presmt! WhtJt'sthis lllaUJo[! 

alde-m~molre 

an a lde-memolre/Ormal 
a piece of writing or a picture that helps 
you to remember something • 1 writ.e 
TU>C€Sl~ myself andpl.ll them on the bccrd. 
/tSIJn~asan aid£-m~Jnl)lre. 

air 
be floatingfwaJking on air 

to be very hapPy IU1d excited because 
something very pleasant has happened to 



>'OU • When the doctor told IIUI I was goln8 
to haL'# a bal>JI J wcu uxzlklns on alr. 

be inthealr 
1 if a feeling, especially excitement, i~ In 

the air. everyone Is feeling i t at the same 
time • Therr: u:as exciWru!nt in the air ru 
PfOP/~gathered fn the main square to Jwar 
the proclamation. 

2 to be golng to happen very soon • 1'he 
do/]'odlls are In fluu;~r and spring is 
ddinitely In the air. • I get the feeling that 
t:hangl! is in the atr. 

... inthe•ir 
11' a .-tor ls up in the ah; no decillion 
h&!l bec!n mado. ollan because other 
matten have to be dedded first • r mtU' he 
moutng tD New ZMitm4. bul it~ Mill up in 
11Jeair, 

dhrttaa•r 
if an ~t or di&Culliion dears the 
n1r. ft cansos bad~ bct•wa people 
to d~ • "" ,...,., dldla'l IIJlw 
ffnyt/rf[zg. bulot ICOSI it decJrrd t#w nir. 

plud< sth out of the air 
if you pluck a number out of the air, you 
S.'\.V any number and nOI one that ls the 
result of careful calculation • Tllatfii/Un 
Q/ eight.)• tlwusand. pounds Isn't 
something we've just plucked out of t.M 
air. "~'ve done a detailed costing Q{ the 
JJI'Oiea. 

airs 
airs and graces 

false ways of behaving that are intended 
to make other poopl.e feel that you are 
im)J<lrtant and belong to a high social 
class • The other children sumed caUinR 
her 'princess' beca~ rf her airs and 
gractt • R's TW good puttlng on a irs and 
graces zcilh 1m>. 1 knew YiJllWhrn you were 
rtx:Jrl.in11 in a shop! • Look at )!011 givi1111 
}'OOTSelf airs and g races - think )'Oll"re 
better than us, do you? 

airy-fairy 
airy-fairy BrUlsh. fll/Ormal 

not practical or not useful 1n real 
situatiOns • She'S talktng about selling 
her ho~ and buying an old castle In 
Ireland. It all scunds a bit aii')';[airy to me.. 

~ Ia carte 
A loa a~rt• 

if you cat a 1a cat tc. you choose each dish 
from a separate li~;t instead of eating a 
fixed combination r:£ dishes at a fixed 
price • 1 don't A7Ww whether to haiJe tM 
set 1ru1nu or god Ia carte. 
<\ Ia carte • rmjustgoingtopickastorter 
and a main course from the a Ia cartE 
menu. 

Aladdin 
an Aladdin's cave Rritish 

a place that contains many interesting or 
-..'a.luable objects • (often- o1) H~found a 
shop tlwr was a real Aladdtn 's cave qf 
beaut ifltl antiques. 

a Ia mode 
• Ia mode 

fashionable • Velvettrc~orea Ia mt)(/E 
uwseason. 

alarm 
set (the) ala rm bells ringing 

if wmethmg se~ alarm bells ringing. it 
makes }'OU feel worried be<:ause it ls a 
sign that there may be a problem 
• SymptDitls which sllould set alarm beJls 
ringing im 0/WI JgiU!red b)' dotters. 
ring/sound alarm bells • Tlu!. huce t'OfE 

for fascisl candidates should ring cW;rrm 
bells (- rouse pc!Oplo to worry) across 
Europe. 
alarm ~Is st a rt t o rlng • Alarm bells 
sJarted to ring (• T became WOITied) when 
I found out th.ar lu!. still lit'ed with his 
motlw: 

albatross 
alb:rtrou around/round your neck 

Jitgrory 
something tha t you have done or are 
cnnnr.cred wirh thllt keeps c:msing you 
problems Bnd s tops you from being 
snocessf\\1 lt:J An albatross Is a larl!e 
white bird. In the poem Tlu!. Rime Q{ the 
AIU:lent ~Mariner. by Samool Taylor 
Coleridge. a man on n shlp kills an 
albatross which Is then hlUIIt ro\llld his 
neck to mow that he has brought bad 
luck. • Tit~ company that he fozmtkli in 
1983 Js now an albalrlJ$S around hts ntck. 



alert 6 

making Jm~ q ser--eral hurldreds Of 
thousands a }'00/: 

alert 
be on fuJJ/red al• rt 

lf soldlers are on full alert. they know 
that a situation is danget·ous and arc 
prepared to act i.nuncdlately lf n~cessary 
• The Drlttshjlagship Jn the area u.oent to 
battle statinns and remained on fuU nlut 
for ucen:tv miluues. 
be put on fuiJ/red alert • Tluarmy was 
put on red alert as the peace talks becan to 
break dou,n 

alfresco 
a lfreseo 

outside • ~-e au al Jrpsco rmclu the o/.We 
tr~. • Arc al ~ p~rjbrmance of 7'he 
Tempest wos the l•lghllgllt of our vtsit. 

alive 
be alive and kldling >( 

to oominue to li\'e or exist and be full of 
energy• Shesa.idshe'dseenhim last week 
and Ju u;as altveand klc:ktng. • TlteaJ~ in 
il-1adrld Is all~ and kicking. 

be a live and well 
to contimte to be popular OJ' successful 
• Despite rwnours to the contrary. 
feminism IS nllt-e Md VJell. • (often + and 
doing sth) QuadropMIIc wund IS alwe 
and u,-ell and making 1/Witej' /Or Its 
lnL't!ntor. 

be a live with sth 
to be covered with or fuJI of something 
that is moving • Doll't sit there - tile I/1Y1SS 
tsaU1,-e witll ants. 

e<Jt sb a live 
to erlticlzG S{)moono very all{trily • II we 
get our focts wrong we'll b6 eaten at/1,-e b)· 
the press. 

skin sb alive 
tO J)\Ulish SOlllCOllC \tOry Sewroly 
• Shoron will skin me aUtJe tf J'm late. 

all 
.Uift ... 

lhlnkfnB abour all parts or u sl1uation 
~er•AUinall.l111inkJ!..~t41l~IM 
ut&ll was a SIICt'tSS. 

all or nothing 
complNely or Mt Ht t~ll • U sl1e can't be 
the best slle wen 't euM comp~t. lt 's all or 
TWtllltl/1 with her. • n1m has an all or 
nothing apPf'O(lch to relalionslli'ps. 

all told 
hi total • 'l'h~ u;u~ SSO people there, nil 
told. 

be all In old:fashicned 
ro be very tired and w1nblc to do any 
more • I've had six chUdrvn to look a~r 
today and I'm all in. 

be all over fib 
to touch and kl.o:s someone sexuru.ly again 
and again ln a public situation • Ue was 
all over her at tht party la~t night. 
• (humorous) Tt roo.s disgusting. he U"<ls all 
over her ltke a rash. 

be all over the shop Drittsh.lltformal 
1141 all over the lot AJ-Mrfcan. l7l/bntUJI 
1 to he scattered ln a lot of different places 

• What hat'fJ you be-en doilll{ with )•our 
clothes?ThtlY're aU Ot'l!r the shop! 

2 to oo eonfusro and hadly organized • 1'~ 
been so unimpressed by tlll'ir campaign. 
TheY're all O!,W rhe sllop. • Hou; can I tell 
what's tile best drol u:11en lending ra~ 
are ali o1.oulhe lo& 

be all sweetnns and light 
to be very pleasant and friendly, 
especially when Other people are not 
e.'{))ecting YOU tO be • I was expecting hu 
to be in a foul mood buJ s11e was aU 
SlLoettnessand light. 
<~II is sweetness and light Jf all ls 
sweetness and Iicht. e'>"ef)'Olle is being 
friendly and pleasant with eacll othet~ 
especially when !his was not ex-pected 
• Tiley had aj'urlous argwrwu last nigllt 
but this mornJne all was suwmess and 
tight. 

not be all there iJifcrmal 
to be slightly craey • Svme of the things 
~e :said made me rhink sl1e's not quiu aU 
/hue. 

bo all very well 
be all well and good 

if you say that something il; all very well, 
you mean that althoUgh it is good ln some 
ways, it i-'> bad in some ways too • (usually 
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+ but) 6ler:tric hroting ts all very well, bUJ 
what lulppens if then ·s a pou.-er cut? 

b• as [fast/hot/thin etc.) as all get out 
Anwrican & Au.srraliall. informal 
to oo extramel}' fast. twt. thin etc. • lie's a 
terrific 1U1U'IU-as fast as all gf!t out. 
M [faster/hotter/thinner etc.) than all 
get out • It's hctter lhan aU get our 
(=extremely h<Jt) in here. 

for all sb cares i11[ormal 
if you say that someone can do 
something unpleasant for all you care, 
you mean thatyoudonotcareabout what 
hapJ)ells to them • She can go to hell for 
aUicarv. 

for all sb knows informal 
1f you say that a situation could be true 
for all you know, you are emphasizing 
that y<Ju do not know anYt)ling about it 
• Heidi cOuld bt married with ten chtltlnn 
for all I krwwl n~ h(W(!fl't spokm for 
year$. 

give your all 
to do ovorythinR yoo can in order to 
achleva somcthJug • You've really ~:otto 
gi/Je)'{)/Jr au in thuluJmptonsllips. 

give it your all 
to do e\-crything you can In ocder to 
achieve something • 1 want the job b<Jdl,y 
and I'm prepared to give it my all. 

go all out 
to use all your cCfot·t and energy to 
achieve !>Omethlng • (often + to do sth) 
17ut)• went all our to make the porty a 
success. • (often + for) The team is going 
all out/or vidory. 
all•out • (always before noun) We made 
an all-our fiffort to fin ish derorating the 
hall by the end of tfw weekend. 

It's all (that) sb can do to do sth 
lf it's all someone can do to do 
somcthillg, they just manage to do it 
althoogh It is difficult • lJ was alii could 
dD ro stop ll'lc>'Srlf screamtng wil11 pain. 

It's all the same to me. British, American 
& Australian 

It's all one to m. . .AlJ..(fralian 
something that you say when it is not 
Important to ~·ou what happens • 'Would 

alma mater 

you pn:fer to go oul for a meal or eat Jn?' 
'It's a II the same to me. • 

That's sb all over! Wormal 
something that you sa.y when you are 
talking about something bad tha.t 
someone has done and you want to say 
thAt It 1s t>'Picol of their cho.r:lctcr • She's 
alu.-o,ys cOmptalnfn8. That's Clalre all 
over. 

That's a ll she wrote I American. informal 
something tlult you say when something 
Jl.as coml' to an ond and there is nothing 
more that YOll cw say about it • \Ve went 
ow rr~- once to the movies and ona? to a 
restaurant and tlult's all w wrote. 

to caplaownltop it all 
something that you S3.7' when you want to 
tdl someone tlte worst event iii a series of 
bad events that has happened to you • He 
spilleil m wine on the carpet. lnsulU?d my 
mother. and to cap tt all, broke my 
jbi.'(JuriU &lOSt. 

alley 
be (right) up sb'A alley informal 
M (right) down sb's alley American & 

Australian, iriformal 
lf something is right up someone's alley, 
it is exactly the type of' lhlng that they 
know about or li.l<e t o do • The job should 
be right up Steve's alley worJ.·ing with 
computers, S()j'twore and stt.iff. 

all-rounder 
an all-rounder British &Australian 

someone who is good at mfll'\)' diffttcnt 
things, especially ln sport • The most 
recent member of the England trom Is a 
good all-rounder. 

all-singing 
alklnglng. alkl:lndng llumorous 

.. "Cry modern and teclulle.'illJ.· ad.,-anoed 
• Sh£ silowwJ us the 7U?tc nU·sinci.ng. all­
dancing graphics SQ/tl.IJOre w'd bouallt 
for her computer. 

alma mater 
your alma mater formal 

the school. college. or university where 
yOU studied • SM has been offered th.c 



alone 8 

~"iJlon of pr()j"b'Sor of international 
economic PQlicy a1 Princeton, her alma 
mater. 

the alma m.11ter American 
J he official sons of a school. college. or 

university • We ended our clasf reunion 
by singing the alma mali!r. 

alone 
go It alone 

to do something by ~lf and without 
help from other people • Honda has 
chosen to go 11 alene mtllw than set up a 
}oint venture wU/1 anAmerlccm partner. 

leeveJiet well aloM British, America II & 
Austmlian 

leavellet well enough alone Anu!riCDn 
to leave something the way It i.s, ~use 
trying to improve it might make it worse 
• 111 cases Q[ back t1'0ubk, u•s dll)1cull to 
krWW wJ~IMr to operate or l«we weU 
alone. • I'm not ctoinR any more on thai 
paJnrlng - u's rim~ ro kt wll tnoUJl}t 
atone. 

altogether 
In the altogether humorous 

naked • He was just standing tll~re tn the 
altogether. 

amber 
an amber gambler HrltL<oh, Informal 

someone who drives very lilst past the 
lights that control tTaffic when the s ignal 
is about to tell them to stop • She's an 
impatient driver - a bil vt an amber 
gam bur. 

ambulance 
an ambulance chaser inform.(l/ 

a lawyer who finds work by perstlading 
people who have been hurt In accidents 
to ask for money from the person who 
11\lu.red them • Ht LOOS a notortoos 
ambulanc.cchascr. He made miUions OWO/ 
other people's mWortunes. 

American 
be as American as apple pie 

to be typically American • Counuy and 
Ul.{>$!42171 music tsasAmericflnasappJepie. 

amiss 
not go amiss British, American & 

Austral/an,lriformal 
not come amiss British & AusrraUan, 

tn.{ormal 
If SQmelhlns would not go amiss, it 
would be usefttl and might help to 
Improve a situation • {usually In 
oondlti(Jnal l:t'llSe-5) A word of apology 
would not go amJss. • Som4: extra helpers 
neuer come amJss. 

amour propre 
amour propreformat 

the good feel incs and n!Spect you have for 
yourself • The critics' necatiuc reaction to 
Iris fust novciUXJimclcd his anwur f>''QPro. 

another 
live to f ight another day 

to lose a fight or competition hut not be 
completely defeated and therefor-e be able 
to try again tn th<.' future • 1'he anll· 
pollution campaigners lost the debate buJ 
livud to fight another d.a~ 

answer 
sh's answer to sb/s1h 

someone or S01ll.Cthin,g !hat is just as good 
as a more fronous person or thing in the 
place whe.n! It comes from • The Kennedy 
clatz u.u.~ America :S arrsWffr ro the T"O)'Ill 

JamiliesO/ Europe. 

the amwer to sb's prayers 
someone or something that someone has 
needed very much for a long time • A new 
siJl}ermrrrkCI delivery service u:os the 
answer to my proJ:us. .._.lot ..... , ..... rar 
to be the mafn c:au.se ol a Jli"Oblem ot" an 
nnploasant situation • PetJp/1 W/JD all 
dT, tokld:s htJoe a Wltotu#UN!I' for. 

ante 
raise/up the ante "X 

to increase your demands or to increase 
tile risi--s in a 6ituation, in order to 
achieve a better result e:; The ante is an 
amount of money that must be paid In 
card games betoro each part of tho game 
can continue. • TM gOI;emment lws 
upped the anu by refusing U> negOJial.e 
until a cw.se}ire ha'S been agreed. 
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ants 
have anu In your panu humorous 

to not be able to keep still because you are 
very excitoo or worried about something 
• S~'s got anls in her pants because she's 
going to apart)• tonight. 

anybody 
anybody who is anybody humorous 

if anybody who Is anybody is doing 
something, all the most famous and 
important people are doing that thing 
• Anybody Ulho i.s onybod)' will be at tlze 
Queen's binJulaycelebrotions. 

ape"\. 
go ape iriformal 
go apeshlt taboo 

to become very allgry • V/clcJI'll go ope 
whenshe~thismess. 

apology 
bran apology fOf' sth ht1morous 

to be a very bad example of something 
• Tlult old thing i.s an apolt>gy for a car. 

appearances 
keep up a~ran«:M 

to h ilk! )'Our personal ar flnanc.l.al 
problems !Tom other people by 
continuing to live and behati-e in the same 
way that you dld 1n the past • Simply 
keeping up op~ronas u;as stretching 
their nsouras to the limit. 

appetite 
whet ~b's appetite 

if an experience whets someone's 
appetite tor something. it makes them 
want more of i t • Tlult flrst flying ksson 
whttttd her appetite. • (oftCil • for) 1 dtd a 
sllOrl COldSe liJsl )'l!llt; and U ·s wlt£tt£d my 
appetite for stud)\ 

apple 
An apple a day keeps the doctor away. 

okl-/ashil>ned 
something that you say which means 
eating an apple every day will keep you 
healthy • 11 'an apple a day lreeps the 
doctor awa>: ' Jhen z.chy have I l{Of th ts 
terrlbltcold? 

apples 

t he apple of sb's ·~ 
the person who S<)fl\eone loves most and 
is very proUd or • H'rs younges1 son was 
theapplec{ hlseyt. 

a bad/rotten apple 
on~ bad person ln a group of people who 
a:re good • You'llflnd tiM occasional rotW! 
app~ in everyoTHanizatum. 

applecart 
upset the applecart 

to cause trouble, especilllly by spoiling 
someone'splans • I don't want to tlpst.l tilt 
applecart now by asking yOU ro cJtange the 
daufor tht m~tlng. 

apple-pie 
br In appl~ie order 

to be very tidy and in good order • Wendy 
ll'f.Pt ail her bewngi118s Jn apple·pie ordf.r. 

a pples 

appfes and Manges ltm.crican 
if two people or things arc apples and 
oranges, they are completely dl.fl'crent 
• YOU ron 't compare inner city schools and 
schools tn the suburbs- they're apples and 
oran.ges. 

How do you like them apples I 
1 A~rlcan & Australian. informal 

something that you say when you want 
SOJ..Ileone to know how clever or 
succcssf\tJ you arc, especially when you 
have done something better than they 
have • You klWW thm girl u,~ zctre tolkl718 
ro ltl$J n ight. - wuh the long blond hair? 
Well, I got her number:. How do you like 
thtm apples! 

2 American & Australkm, Worm(ll 
somethinB that you say to show you al-e 

surpnscd or disappointed by somcthl.ng 
that has happened • So Marilyn has 
mot'l!d ro !!lorida? Well, how do }'OU ltke 
them applfS! 

She' ll br apples. Australian, iriformal 
She's apples. Australian, iriformat 

something that you say in order to tell 
somE'Oile that they do not need to worry 
and that everythl.nt; will happen as it 
should • 'What tf iJ rains for tl1e 
weddlli8?".Don't ~she'll be apples.' 



a pres-ski 

apres-ski 
apres-ski 

Ule social activities that take place in the 
evening at hotels and restaurants in 
towns where people go to ski • lf it's 
apris-ski you're after; tilts tcum with Irs 
hwuired or SlJ bars ts 1M nsort for you. 
• &rs and dancing are M10111f lhe oprb 
ski octJvttlesfor 1M. adults. 

a priori 
a priori formal 

accepted without being thought about or 
qllel>'tioned • 1M exist= q God is a 
priori for most peopk with a relisious 
faith. • In a court of Taw. a prJcrl 
assumptions about gulll and Innocence 
can bed4ngerous. 

argy-bargy 
argy-bargy Brirish, irl{ormal 

loud arguments • LJid you /War ali thal 
arRJ'·barHJ• oursuk t/1.2 Kfngston Arms 
lastniJ!IIt? 

ark 

The ark is a large wooden ship in a 
story from the< Hable. Jt is used in the 
following phrases cmu\OClcd wlth 
thing~ that are old or old.fac;h ioned. 

be out of the ark British & A.JJst.ralian 
to be vary ofd.fashioned • My granny's 
hat was straight out of the ark. 

went/had gone out with the ark BriJish 
&Australtan, humorous 
if an ob.iect or metllod went out with the 
ark, it is not '1Sed any more • Tlwse old 
manual prtmlng pre~es wenr out with Jhe 
ark - everything's computerized these 
days. 

arm 
chan co your arm British & Austrolla!J. 

l11formal 
to take a ri.o;k In order to get somethin.s' 
that you want • 1\rcn't JIQU chancing ycur 
arm a bitsiving up a secure job ro start a 
business! 

cost (sb) an arm and a leg informal. X 
to be \'Cry CX])Cl'lsh·c • Thl:!se opera til:kets 
ccst us an arm and a leg! 
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hold/keep .sh at arm's length 
to not allow someone to become too 
friendlY with you • I atwqys Jwd IM/Ming 
slw was keeping me OJ amt ~/mgt h. 

put the arm on sb American, i rl{ormal 
to try to force someone to do something 
• U' Jw uxm'l pa,y up. we'll get Rick to put 
the arm on him. 

twist sb's arm 
to pom;llllde someone to do wmethlng 
that they do not want to do • lie might 
help us with the painting if :you twiSt hiS 
arm. • (humorous) 'Havt a t:~"t(Jm cake?' 
'Oil. co on thm, if you twist my arm.· 

armed 
be armed to the teeth 

If a person or a ~untry is armed to the 
teeth, they have many weapons • "'' 
u'C/ked past a croup of soldiers, lli71Ud to 
tile teeth. 

armpit 
1M the armpit of the world/universe 

humorous 
to be a vE>ry unpleasant and often dirty 
place • f'Or S()f71e peOple. iJ ·s an exciting. 
big city - for others it's me amzpu of til€ 
rmiuern. 

arms 
beup inarms 

to be very angry • (often _.. about) The 
SludQus are up in arms about the 
standard Q/ trochlng at the college. 
• (often + o"-er) l.oc:at trados are up in 
arms ovu the tifl«t qf lhe new parkmg 
ngulatWils on tMr buril~a<~tt 

around 
havo been around (a bit) Informal 

if somrouc has been around. they have 
had a lot or experwnce of life and k~· a 
lot of things • She's been around a bit -
sheshoald know how to look (fflerhcrsel.f 

arse 
ane about face Brilish & J1l$SIJ"aa.Jan, very 

iJI{ormtJ.I 
if something ts arse about t'aoo, IL IS 
placed oc an-mged the opposite way to 
the ·way it should be • No u.oo11der lJ 
doesn't look right, marc, .)'OU've Bot the 
w!wleframe in lJr.>'e about face. 



arse over tip British, uery i11[ormal 
ane over t it Drlttsh & Al~SJralian, L>er;)' 

i'l{ormol 
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if you (10 arse over tip. you turn upside 
down with your feet abov4! your b4!ad • He 
pUt on the frOnt brake ttxJ hard and went 
arse OL'U tiPOL'el' the handlebar.;. 

be (right) up sb's arse British, twy 
informal 
to be driving too close to the car in front 
of you • That POlice car's bwl up niYGT$6 
since we l~ London. 

kiSSilld< sb's arM Bri.lish & Australlcm, 
taboo 
to try too hard to please somi!One and to 
agree with everything they sa); in R way 
which other people find \Uipleasant • I'm 
Mt fnJ.Crestcd in promotion if you haL'il to 
lick the boss's a~ to [let it. 
arse-licker/kisser Brttlsh & Auslro/ian, 
taboo • He surrounded himself wiJlt ar:.-e-
1/ckers.. 

lick my arsel British & Australian, taboo 
something that you say in order to tell 
:;onteOne that you will not do what they 
\\'!lilt YOU to • '1 think YOCl 'd belt.er letwe 
riglltnow.' 'Uckm.y~r 

ln the followinl:' phrases. arse is used 
in British a nd Australian F.ngtish, and 
ass ln Ameri~n Enclish. 

c.an't tell }'Our a rse from )'Our elbow wry 
lll{onnal 

not know )'OUr arse from your elbow 
tiC!)' in/orma l 
if you can't tell your arse from your 
elbow. you are st\lpid and become 
cont\tsed abOut simpl e things • It's no 
good askinJ! him to organizea71.}1lling-he 
can't tell his GTUfromhls tlbou;. 

get your arse in gear t.~· informal 
to force }'OUrself to start working or to 
hurry • If sht doesn't Get liN a.r.se in eoor 
slwll be lateaxain. 

get off your a.rse l:ery Informal 
to :;top being ~· and start doing 
something • Tell that lazy sod to gn Off 
his ano and get some work done! 

Kiss my arsel taboo 
something that you say in ordt!r to tell 

arty-farty 

SQmeone that you will JlOt do what they 
Wllnt you to • He asked {or mon.ey. and I 
told him Mcould kissmyorsc! 

Move/Shift your arse l very ln!omu:U 
something thRt you~ to tell ~meone to 
hurry or to set out of your way • Shift 
J'OUr arse! We're late. 

My arse l t>ery ill{ormat 
something that you sa.y after repeating 
somethillg someone has just said. in 
order to show that you do not believe lt 
• 'She's Q/fering good mone.)! • 'Good 
money, my arse! I can't /ted my k/4s on 
that!' 

Shove/Stick sth up your arn! raboo 
something' th~t you S<\Y in order to t<'U 
someone in a Vet')• angcy way that }'OU do 
not want llr nood something they could 
give you • 'l~ll Mr Peabody he can take his 
job and 5/lcx;o it up his a~! 

sl1: on your arse t'ilry /.n{ormal 
to do nothing, espeeially when other 
people are busy or need your help • It's 
tinw you stopped siJJing on your GJ'U. and 
found yourseU a Job. 

talk out of your arse very Wormol 
talk through your ars. very wormal 

to say things wluch are stupxl or wrong 
• She says $he'll sue us, bur slw's talking 
out of her arsc. 

arsed 
can't be arsed British, taboo X 

if yoo carit be arsed. )'0\1 will not make 
the necessary cflbrt to do somcthmg 
• (often + to dosth) I can't bean-ed togo to 
the party. Jt 'swoj'arau;ay. 

article 
an article of faith X 

something that someone bclleves very 
scronG}y 9.ithout thinking about whether 
lt could be wrong • It was on arU.ck of 

]atth with Muna that et;erything she used 
sltoo.ld be recycled. 

arty-farty 
arty-farty BriJis/1, infOrmal 
artsy-fartsy American. itifonnal 

somerhing or someone that is artv·farty 
tries too hard to seem connected with 
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serious art, and is sil.ly or borlng because 
of thls • Rob "s fri£11~ wen a couple of 
arty-fa,rty tYJX!S wlw talked endlesslp 
a bow the d«line Q/ the mO<krn Amerlc4n 
novel. 

as 
as is 

exactly as somethinG is without any 
changes or improvements made to 1t • I 'll 
h.aoo to hand this te{)()rt in as is - there's 
M tim~ to update lt. 

ashes 
rake over the ashes 

to th in k about or to talk about unpleasant 
events from the pa& Jb Ashes are Yt'hat 
1s left of something after it has been 
d~"troycd by fire.. • 'l'h€re ts no polm In 
raking o~r the ashes now. )'OU did wllat 
you thought was right a t the time. 

ask 
alcfarlt I 

If yOQaq that IDI1HIOI» who &iris hurt or 
JJ\IIil4)led •111 aikill8 b It, )"Oa mean 
tba4 tboy descr\leCl .,.. Jw»per.ecl Co 
thlm • Plddng 0 fllhl l&ith lhott 
1Juuliiuip uas noll7osltlnf./bl"k. • Find7 
~'blllllwtl/bt'U. ditbJ't*l 

Don't ask me. Wormal 
something that you say when you do not 
know the answer to a question • 1Vho ·s in 
charge round here?' 'Don't o.sk me. I'm as 
confused as >'CU. • • (oflen + question 
v;ord) She's decided to dr-c her hair bright 
green, don't asJ;me why. 

I ~sk you! info• mal 
something that you say in order to show 
your surprise or anger at somahing 
someone has done • They sf4Yed /£»" a 
tn()nJh mull~ wilhnut a~ $tl)•ins thank 
you! Well. I ask you! 

You molY well Mkl humorous 
Well may you aslcl ltumorous,formal 

something that you say when someone 
asks you about something whl<:h you 
think is strang<!, funny. or annoylng 
• 'Why ts 1'imcthy sitltng in tM kitchen 
with a srwcepan balanced on top of f1is 
hetJd?' 'You mey well ask!' • 'What 
happentd to the money yougm;·e Sharon 10 

buy food?' 'Well may)'Cu ask.' Slle sa.vs she 
/OS(. l,t, ' 

asking 
be sb's for the asking 

lf something is someone's for the ask inc, 
th~ only have to ask for it and it w iU be 
given to them • The rontraa was Ron'sfor 
the asktr~g. 

be asking for trouble X 
to behave Stopidly ln a way th11t is !~~ely 
to cause problems for you • Drinl.ing and 
driving ls)ust asking/or troubk. 

asleep 
be asleep at the switch Anwrican 

1I ro1000ne 1s asleep at the switch. they 
are not ready to act quickly to avcid 
problems and do their ,I<Jb well • Let's/ace 
ll. ff employees well! stealing all that 
money. tlu!n manag~'m U.'GS ~lffp at 
rhuwtlch. 
fall asleep at the switch • The Party 
was simply too confident Q/ victory a nd 
/til asl~p nr th£ su•itch. 

aspersions 
cast aspersions on sblsth/orma/ 

to criticize someonll or someonc's 
character • His opponents cost. W.'IJerstons 
on his patriot L"i11t. 

ass 
sb's ass is on the line Am~rlcafl, very 

Informal 
if SQmeone's a~ is on the line, they are in 
a situation where they will be blamed If 
things go wrong • llwpe this conference is 
a SUCCI!$$- rey ass is on the line IJerr. 

ass over teacupltealcettle America fl. very 
iriformctl 
if YOU go ass over teacup, you turn upside 
down with your feet above your head 
• She sl ipped and foil ass over teakettle 
down the hill. 

beon sb's ass 
1 American, vuy informal! to anno)' 

someone b~· alwaj·s watching what they 
are doing and cl'iticizing t11em • She was 
on 17U' ass all mcrning telling me the 
things I rt'I2.S dCiiiC u,·rong_ 



2 Amerimn, t.o-ery irifonrw.U lo be driving 
too close to the c~ in front of you 
• Thert's a !Vferudes on my as5 and he's 
making me neroous. 

bust your ass Anulrlcan. very Informal )I 
to work very hard • He'lljust have to bust 

his as$ tc make Wll! the job is Jlnislwd on 
time. 

chew sb's ass (out) American, 001)' 

informal 

to speak or shout angrily at someone 
becaw;e they havedorwsomethincwrong 
• Hi$ btm wtll d1ew his c.ss if he doesn't 
finish the 1'tlJ(Jrt on rlme. 

haul ass Amertcon. vuy informal 
to move \'efY quic.kly, especially in order 
to escape • When the siU>Oti118 Slarred we 
houled alS our Qf tlw'e. 

kick (sb's) ass maln(y American, L-.t/'J1 
informal 
to pwllsh someone or to defeat someone 
with a lot of fortt • TM General saw tM 
COli/ltd as a chance for tile Marines to go 
In and kick ass. • »1! wont fogo into the 
gnrrwandkick some ass. 
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kiss (sb's) an Amcrtcan. L'u.)' lnfonnal 
to try too hard to please someone and to 
agree with cvcr>•thlng they say, in a wey 
which other peoJJle find unpleasant • ~f 
you "lllnt pronwtion ar01.1nd here, you're 
soing to have tcki$s0$S. 
.us-kisser Amertcan, taboo • They'njrm 
a loodoj oss·klsset"$! 

getsb's ass American. ceryill{ormal 
to find someone and p1.nish them for 
something they have done • Don't worry ­
rherops'll ger tlurtmaniclc'sass. 

You bet your (sweet) ass I Amertcan, t~ry 
i!iftJt mal 
something that you say in order to 
emphasize what you hro.-e said • You bet 
yow ass lf~l bad about hu teaui11g. • You 
can bet your :<>UV.ct ass he'sguill)•! 

make an ass of yourself 
to behave in a silly was • Simon drank roo 
much and made a complete oss oj hJmse(f 
at the part)\ 

au nature! 

astray 
lead sb astray 
1 to influence sc.mconc so thAt they do bad 

things • Parents always worry about their 
t:hfldnn being led asrrczy by tmwitable 
frimds. 

2 to cause someone to make a mistake 
• Tire poltce were Ud astray by false 
llifonnatlonfrom one of the witnesses. 

at 
b4t at It informal 
1 iriformal if two people are at it. they are 

h avinl; seK • They're at it the whole 
tlme! 

2 l14/br1nallf t \\'() ()k' more pco]lle arc at it. 
they arc lalldnA too much In a way that 
an.t\o}'s other people • I wish t~y'd sh.ul 
up- fhey'oe been at it all mornlng. 

atmosphere 
you c=ould cut the atmosphere w ith a 

knife 
somelhil'l!l tha t you say to clescribe a 
situation in which everyone is feeling 
very angTy or nervous and you feel that 
somethins: unpleasant could soon 
happen • Then was a let oJ tension 
bt?tv.:-em LJiane and Carol: you could cur 
theatmosphen in riUit room with o knife. 

au courant 
au courant 
1 fonnnl if ~:ou are au courant. you have 

the most recent information about 
somethlns or someone • (usually .,. wlth) 
I bough.J a copy of Hello magazine /Jr an 
attempt to be ou courant witll 1M Uves oJ 
the rich and famous. 

2 mainly American modern anc! 
fashionable • If }'OU want to keep your au 
courant status thts wlnur. }'OU won't be 
u;'ellrlng black. 

au fait 
be au fait ll'olith sth 

to 1-.'00W a ]()t about a subjea • Are you au 
fail u;uh the latJ?$1 df!IJciopnwnJ$ in 
compULer technology? 

au natur-el 
au nature) {ormaJ 

1 without clothes or v.;tbout make-uP 
<= substances that v.-omen 'Put on their 



automatic 14 

faces to illJ.Provc tllelr appeanmce) • I 
thougllt rd /.em;~ off the lipstick. for a 
coupleqf cays and go cw nalW'11L 

2 without having been coolood. or cooked in 
a very simple way with nothing added 
• You can st.cw t~ berrUs briefly with a 
little sugar or you. can tat th~tm au nal!JreL 

automatic 
on automatic pilot in/<1rmal 
on autopilot irlfonnal 

If you are on automatic pilot, or do 
somethins on automatic pilot. you do 
something without thlnklnsl11.bout what 
you arc doing, usually because you hava 
dono It many time,; bafort~ • E)• the si!COnd 
w.."ek qf the election campaign she u,'QS 

making all 1wr soeecJu:s on ootomatic 
piJIJt. 

autumn 
autumn yean Urerary 

tho later years of a person's life, 
ospec!a.UY after they havo litOpp!!d 

\\'orking • HP spent his (trJiumn years 
SW'TY)wu:/ed byfamilyandfricnds. 

avant-garde 
the av;ant-gan:le 

the artists. writers.. music ian.~ etc. of sny 
period whose wOiit is \"ery modern and 
very different to what has bceu done 
before • Since 1948, 111e exhibllltin has 

lmm a major shou!CQ$11 for tM aoonl· 
garde. 
avant-garde • They are currently 
exhfbiting a ccllection Q/ postUXJr iWallt· 

earde arlfrom Japan. 

awkward 
an awkward customer 

a person. group, or thing that causes 
problems, usually because they vnU not 
behave 1n the way you want or expect 
them to • T11ere~ usucny at lecst 011t 
awlw:.ard customer u.-110 mststs on ct()lna 
everything m:cording to the rule book.. 

axe 

I A.:11. is the Amer ican SJ)(ll1ing of axe. 

gettheaxe X 
be given the axe 
1 if a person gets the a..xe. they lose their 

job • Senior :staff are more likely to get the 
axe bt!cause the company can't afford their 
high sala:ries. 

2 If a plan or a service gets lbc axe, it ts 
stopped • My resean:h project was the jlr..'t 
thing to be giL-en the ax zl1Mn the new boss 
took Qlo'U-

have an axe to grind 
to have a strong opm10n about 
someth.ilur, which you are ofteu tl'Yin!: to 
vcrsnadc other people is correct • As a 
noueilM, he has no pofihcal axe to cnnd. 



babe 
a babe in the woods .Ama'lcan & 

Art$U'alian 
someone who has not had much 
~~perl~cc of llfc and miSts other peoDie 
too ea.sUy • Wilen It comes to dooltng witll 
nun, sh~'s o baM tn t.M woods. 
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baby 
a baby boomer mainly Amuit'an 

someone who WIIS bo.-n between 19-15 and 
1005. :1 J>Criod in which a lot of babies 
were born • Clinton was th~ fi~ baby 
boomer in rile \Vhilc House. • The ads o~ 
supposed to apJ>tOl ro rlrc baby boomer 
generotl.on. 

the baby blues 
a fcclin~: or sadness that some women 
experience alter they have gi\'cn birth to 
a b.lby • According M thls ortld~. a.s tniiilJ' 
as~ of wnmm suf!I!T from the baby 
blues 

cry like a baby 
ro cry a lot • When I htard rhar slfe was 
sqfe,l crl«llike a bob;>: 

tfvow u,. baby out with the bath water 
to eet nd oC the good pans as well as lhe 
bad parts of ~thing \\'hen you are 
trying to im~"'! it • 1 don't think r« 
should throUJ the bob); out with the balh 
water. 'T"henoresomecoodfeotures of the 
presmt S>'Slem that J thrnk ~ should 
fl!laiTL 

back 
ba<k and forth 

.r someone or somcthlng 11l()VCS back and 
forth bC!twccn two places. they moveftom 
one place to Uw oth4>T place a~r.tln and 
agnl.n • Nursf!:S wcnr back and forth 
a mons the u10undtd. bringing food a nd 
mftlicine.. 

back 

back-to-~ mainly Americufl 
back·to-back e\-eats Julllpen one after the 
other • He appeared i11 rhrce back· to-bock 
illtertMws on t.ekvlsll>n last nJght • HIS 
1dea of o good li!TU! is to go to thm Frtnch 
movies back-to-bade. 

at the bade of your mind 
1f a thought that worries you is at the 
bacli. of your mind. It is always In )IOUC 

mind although you do DOt spend time 
thinl<ing about it • It's aiWCI}-s at the bade 
of m)' mlnd that the illness could recur. 

atlin the back of beyond 
in a place whiCh •s far away from other 
towns and difficult to get to • He lives In 
some rim: nmott uillagt in th~ back of 
OO)vmd. 

be fed up/side to the back t.eth British 
&Australian.111fortn/JJ 
to be bored or lingr)· ~u.~& a bad 
SJtuntlon has contlnuc<l. R>r too long or n 
sub)l!ct has be<!n discussed too much 
• (often ' with) He's been trtalltl.8 me 
badly /rlf' uro years and. basically. l'mfid 
up w rm back teeth with it. • (often + of) 
You're probably sick w tM baCk terth of 
hMrii!R about my problmu! 

be on sb's back Wonnal 
to keep asking someone to do somethinR. 
or to keep cribcitlng someo~ 1n a way 
that annoys them • H~'s sltll 011 nu.· back 
about those end Qf term ~pori$. 

be on the back burner 
if a plan is on the back burner, no one L~ 
dealing with it at present. but it has not 
been completely forgotten • For the 
momenJ. strlk~ adlOII is 011 t.M back 
burner. 
put sth on the back bwner • Plo.n:sjbr o 
ffl'ID sports romp/ex haoo bftm put on the 

back burner. 

aa.lglad'T aniPI• ad-.JtoSMthe 
... ofsbtsth 
to be pleased wbeo IOIJIMD• lNvea or 
wben sometbinB ends bee4uae JCU cUd 
nat liJrD diem • She wcg CUI tfbioluti pafn 
w~wn.w $ltqtfl with. uumt1 we wm bol.h 
really pl#tiud to-. flU bid r¥ 1m • I 'll 
M fdtzd ro see rhs bcu'k Q{ this tM*. ll's 
t.n 
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~hind sb's back X 
if you do something behind GOmG!onll's 
back, you do it without them knowinc, in 
a way which is unfair • 1 dcn't u:ant to 
talk about lt behind ht.s back. • Sht wers 
cuxused of going behind her coiU!agun' 
backs to talk to rrumagement. 

br.ak your back informal 
to put a lot of effort into do ins somethillS 
• (often + doing sth) I'm n6t going to brtak 
my back working/Or £12()a wedd 

bylthi'O"'gh the badt door '/ 
not in a di~t. ofll~ial, or honest wa;,· • He 
occused the government q pri1.1atizing the 
health service thrrJU8h tlu: back door. 
bade-door • The ml.lll.ster dlsmlss«< 
!'UGgestions that the mOI-'f' was a back·door 
attJtmpe to inuoduc:e nattcnaJ identity 
cards. 

could do sth with one ar~ tied 
behind their back infOrmal , 
if someone CO\Ild do S(lmethmt with one 
hand tlcd behind their back. they can do 
it \'ery easily • Her part l.n the film was 
not t.-ery demanding - she could hat~ 
played it with one hand tied behind her 
back. 

fit/write sth on~ biiKk of a posotage 
stamp 
if you say you could write wbat you know 
about a subject on the back of a po.stage 
stamp, you mean you know very little 
about that subject • What 1 know about 
car main~nance could be written on the 
back of a postage stamp. 

get sb off yOur back informal 
to stop someone trying to fOrce you to do 
something, (I!" to stop someone criticizing 
you • I had to u/1 my house to get the 
creditors off In)' back. 
got off sb's bade itifonncl • Can'ty;JUj~ 
gvtoff his back and let him rest/ora wl1ile? 

get/put sb's back up informal ~ 
to do or say something which annoys 
someone ~ When a cat fools angry it 
raises its back. • She put my back up 
imm«Jiotely by interrupting et.'f!rything I 
said. 

hzwo your back against/to the wall 

to ha"-e very serions problems whicll 
limit tho wa.y~ in which you can act • Wltll 
rising lahourcosts. industry has its IJaC!; to 
tlle waiL • lv71en hts back was agaiJJSt 
tire u,'llll he became very aggrt.sstve. 

know sth l ike the back of }'Ollr hand 
Wonnal 
to know a place very well • He knew East 
London like tile back of his hand. 

off tfte back of .a tony British, humorous 
off the back of .a trudc Al.lstrallan. 

lmmorous 
if you say that you got something off the 
back or a lorry. yOU m~an that it was 
probably stolen • I don't know where lit 
f(Ms tllis st«f/ - probably Q/f rfu: back of a 
lorry. • TJm-e's a new steroo too wl!ich, I 
U~..<;pecf./tll 4ff the back of a lorry. 

put your back Into sth 
to usc a lot of physical ctTon to try to do 
something • You could dig this plot in an 
qfwmoon if you pur ;.'Our back inlo it. 

ride on the back of sth 
to use something successful whicll 
alread~· exists or has already happened in 
order to achle\oe something else • Poetry 
pcrformanccsarcrUJingontltebacknfthe 
popularity of stand·upcomed>t 

stab sb in the b.l(k Y 
to do something harmful to somAOne who 
trusted you • He hcJd betm lied to. SlabbetJ 
in the txu-k. b>' people he thOlJght were his 
friends. 
a stab In the back • To have )IO!J.r brother 
tell the preS$ about your privaU! life. That 
mustjoollilw a real stab in the back. 

take a back seat 
1 if an activity takes a back seat, you spend 

Jess time doing that than other things 
• H€'s lmen putting all his energies Into 
house·hunting reantJy so his st.udies haw 
hrui to take a backseat. • (sometimes .- t o) 
Tn my early twenties. polilics Vf!ry much 
took a /xu'kseat toworland socialtztnc. 

2 to let other people take a more acti\-e and 
responsible part in an organl2atlon or a 
situati.on • I u.<a.~ content to take a back 
seat and Jet the rest of m,yfamilydeal with 
the crisis. 



talk out o f the back of ~·our head BriJislr 
& Australian. tfl{ormal 
to talk nonsense • (USULIUY in continuous 
tenses) Ha':s talking out Q{ the back Q{ hiS 
Jwd -;'Oil cc.n't gel 0 fllghJ to Australl4 
tor less than £500 tMu days. 

turn your bade on sb 
to refuse to help someone • These people 
ore appeolifl8 to our IJ(IIJUnnwrt to help 
them. Wtc:an'tjwt tum our ba.ckson tMm. 

turn your back on sth 
to stop bcins invoh'Od in something 
• Spain cc.nnot Q[ford to turn its back on 
tourism. 

watcto your bKk l11formtJI 
to be careful of the people around you. 
maltinc &ure that they do nothing to 
harm you • It's a roug/1 mil/hbourlwod so 
watch your back wJun you're walkJn8 
around the Strti!ts. 

when/While sb's bac!k Is turned 
while someone is somewhere else or 
unable to notice what is happening 
• When my mother's ba.c}( wa..' rum«/, my 
grandmother UXXJid Gfut me choco/QI& 

tiM minute sb's back Is turned • The 
minuu tJw uoeher's bacJc i3 turned <= as 
soon as she cannot see them). they starr 
mtSS/.ng ll1'0Wid and throwill8 th1ngs ac 
eachothn: 

You scntd\ my b.-de and I' ll scratch 
)'OW'S. 

I' ll scratch )'OW bKk If you scratch 
mine. 
something that you say to tell someone 
that you will help tbem if they will help 
you • I dJ> have SC~m Wormaricn .)'011 

might be 111t~t«J tn. bur what cc.n .)'011 

qffer me in return! You scratch my bade 
ond I 'll scratch wurs. 

backing 
backing and filling Amuicwl 

ooattinuously changing or delaying a 
declston • After much backlJl8 andfiUI718 
she flMll)l ogreed to h4nd owr tJw 
compaey'siJooks. 

backroom 
• backroom boy i!Vonna.l 

someone who does a lot of work in the 
type or job where they are oot often seen 

by the pUblic • (often plural) EdiJIJrs are 

Vel)' much the backroom bo).-s of the/lim 
world. 

backs 
live off the badcs of sb 

to use what other people produce in onler 
to live, without giving them anythinc m 
exchango • l h was one of tJw weaUh~ 
didDtors cf all tlmt and M liwd Q/)' the 
backs of t it$ people. 

backseat 
a bac:bot driver 
1 a passenger 1n a car who continuously 

tells the drh-er how they should drive 
• .Mike's a rral bo.cXstc.t c1rWu and 1 find 
u so irrilating. 

2 mtJfnly A~Mric:an somcouo who ex:pcc:ts 
to control things although It is not their 
responsibility tn do thia • '1\411 h#r yOu'n 
In charge noU\ If 's time sJw stcplJ(rd bein8 
a backseat drum: 

backside 
get off your backside Br/t/.sll & 

A.ustralkJn, wry 111formol 
to stop beinc lazy and start dotna 
something • It's time the goc;ernment got 
qJf lls backside and did so1n11htng about 
Improving the roUways. 
sit (around) on your badcside British & 
Australian, eltl)' informal to do nothmg, 
especially wben other people are busy or 
need YOur help • How do peopu t!J(J)CCt 

chl!tgs t.o ch.onge V ~Just sU on tlwir 
backside.s and don't both~ to uoU! 

backward 
not be backward In coming fo rward 

British &.ADstroliLln, humorous 
to be confidant and always rtlady to 
express an opinion • I/ he doesn't like It, 
he'll tell you. He's rwu.xacJl)l backuxlrd in 
coming forward. 

without a backward glance 
if you leave without a backward glance, 
you are oompletely happy to leave and 
bave no sad feelings about it • She IJd'l the 
city sJw had lived In all Jwr life without a 
backward glance. 



backwards 

backwards 

.....,..__lt•dn:J81dl todoatb 
IJrllish. Mrerlcan & Ausllvlltm 

fallowrll1cla •• rodosdtAwmlllarr 
to try ver:y hMrd to ® ~ 
,.podalb' ID hoJ,p or~neebe 
• lltJM! Q,_bendfnll OOf'r ~ IO 
lwlp thow"' dlJ!bltlts. 

know sth backwards British & AuJtrolian 
know sth backwards Dnd torworcts 

American 
1f YQU k110w a subject or a piece of 
writins backW11rds., you know It \"er)' wt>U 
• Ed knows t/u pley tJackloards - lw s seen 
It el.ght or 111ne tlmts. • AJt.tr so nan in tn. 
bu.siness she knows tl bocJ<uVJJ'ds and 
fon«trrls. 

bacon 

bring home the tNtcon infonnal 
1 to earn money to live on • lf Jo ·s goii!Ji to 

beaJ hom~ k>oki118Qfter rht kids, someone 
needs to bring horrwtn. bacon. 

2 to do something success~ espccta.Uy 
to win a game or race • R«tP.OWS 
crou,Yif!d the st.and to SH hfm brine h~ 
~bacon.(= win the race) 

AVe sb's bacon mllinb• Brirish., btformaJ 
to sa~.~ someone &om f.alluro or 
difficulties • You saced nzy bacon thert.. 
rdprobablyhauelost m,yjob If you hadn't 
bcc.n ready w itJ1 an e:qJianation. 

bad 
bad blood 

recluu:s of htt(e be(ween people because 
of arguments In the past • (arlen + 
bt>t ween) Po~~ the an.'Oll attack may 
ha"~ bem tM rt:S~Jit of bad blood betuwn 
1M ucofamilics. 

a bad egg mtllnly American. illformal 
someone who behaves in a bad or 
dishonest way • He's a bad cgc - don't 
bdkw QJU111inJ; he 5(0'5. 

A bad work~ blames his tools. 
something that you say when SOrnt!OI\t! 
bt11mes the olijects they are usJng for 
their own mistakes • "This Olil!n burns 
ewrytltmg • 'You know whaJ they say, a 
bad workman blames his tcols. • 
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be bad news 
to be unplt>asant and to have a bad effect 
on other peopre or situation:; • rvc 
worktd with hw In rhe past and I'm telling 
you w's bod M»S. • {often + Cor) ~ 
l:fX,~nmem·s failure to be firm on air 
Qt~ahry is bad news for tlw mvironmrnL 

beln• ..... .., 1Witim4 Aldtn26an 
to be ill.~« in a bed..- • SM 
ltlrl$thlnlllld~tnld~ 
in a bod IPtOl • NMr 17 ,.,.. Qfi 
~"" /l0Wn1171ent. ,,. toUIIfl)' 
,...lnallad""tM. 

be In~ odour w ith sb BriJtsh & 
Australian. oldfbshlcnld 

be in bad odor with .sb American, old­
/oshU>md 
it you arc ln b~ odour with someone, 
they are anar>' wlth )'OU because ot 
something you h.a\·e done • ( ol\.en + wt th) 
H11's in bad odour with hi.S bu.slnfst 
partners/or hovlflJ: pulled out of Wdeal 
at rile last minute. 

giw sth/sb a bad name 
to cause people to lUiie respect ror 
,;omething or 1101t1eone • A ftu: badzy 
bcJwved football .tans cilie all football 
supporters a bad name. 
have a bad name • l'brtlgn old ha.s a 
bad nome bet:au.sr it often foils to httlp the 
people most in nc«L 

giw Sth up as a bad job 
to stop doing somrlhing because )lOu ru, 
not feel it is worth continuing • After 
thrteaJUmf)(S tot.'(Qlain the}oke I gcu.V! it 
IJP as a bad job. 

go from bad to worse 
if a situation goes from bad to worse, it 
gets v;-orse than it already was • The 
t.roubks stoned when John lost his job 
/o.st .'11archand thitrg:s hal-vtgonefrom bad 
to worse et:€r since. 

have a bad hair day 
1 humorous to not reel attractive or MilD>' 

all day because YOU cannot make your 
h:ur loo1mice• rm lun~nga bad hairdo:; 
today - 1 jusJ couldn't do a t.hlng wlt.h It 
thts morning. 

2 humorous if d machine has a bad b.air 
day, It does not work as it should all dB.>' 
• Myccmpuw's having a bad hair dQ}\ 



have got It bad informal. humorou.<~ 
to be very much in lo\"e • H(l missed the 
foorball8anU! t.o see lwr- he rnUSl h(U'() KOt 
tt bad! 

leave a bad taste in your mouth )( 
if an experrence leaves a bad taste in 
your mouth. you have an unpleasant 
memory of it • /think u-11 allfdr that he'd 
b~Wl t.rtntcd uTI[airly and tl WI a bad mstc 
in people's mouths. 

take the bad with the good 
to accept lho unplcasnnt parts of a 
s ituation as well as tllo pleasant parts 
• Bringing up chlldrtll ctnainly /IllS ils 
problems. blAt )IOU /earn tO take the bad 
with the good. 

tum up like a bad pei'W\y oldjashinned 
to arri\•e at a place or event where you are 
not wanted • SIU!'ll wrn up acain, like a 
badpmrzy.}UStJI()U ~. 

bad-mouth )< 
bad-mouth sblsth 

to say unpleasant things about someone 
or somethi.ng, especially in order to spOil 
otllcr people's opi.nion3 of them • She's 
alwa;--s bad·mouthtng her colleagues. 
• Bad-mouJhJng the police Is hardly on 
ori.,.ninal occupation. 

bag 
bag and baggage.s/ight/yformol 

with all the things that you own • We were 
t.old u,~'d luwc to be ouJ of the~ bag 
and baggage. in a u;vwk's time. 

sb's bag of tricks 
all the clC\'et· methods by wbtch SOil\00110 

achieves ~hing • It remains to be seen 
u;hat tlli.s side will pull out of their bag Qf 
tricks tor the semi-Jmal. 

a bag lady 
a woman who has no home and carries 
everything she own.o; around with her In 
plastic bags • Did you ~ tJuit bag kuil' 
lcnking through the rubbish a1 the slde if 
tile road? 

a bag of bones ltiformal >( 
a person or anl.rnal that is extremely thin 
• .4U the plumpness slu!'d acQUtred in 
midd/J: 0/lt had gone. She u,-as a bag Qf 
l!orws. 

not be )'OUC bag Informal 
to flQt be something that you arl? 

interested in • Oluntn• tnusk i.sn 't really 
my bas. 

In the bag informal 
if something 1s l.n the bag, you are 
certain to get it or to ach ie\oe it 
~ Someone who hWlts puts what they 
have killed lu a bag. • Once u<e'd scored 
the third goal, thcmorcJ1 wasprcttYmm:h 
in the bag • Nobody JmoUJS wfu>'lll(et the 
iob. despiJE rumours rhtJJ KMting has it 
In rlw bac . 

pull something out of the bag X 
to suddenly do something which solves a 
problem or improves a bad situation 
• 'J"hpy're roo/IJ• going to have to pUll 
somtth/nfl out qf /.he bas tcnighJ If they 
want to qualify jor tht championship. 

bags 
pack your bags 

to lc<1vc a plooc or a Job and not 1-crurn 
• The Chief of Polke has d~ed the order 
to pack his hags. 

bait 
Fish o r cut l alt. Amertcan 

something that you say to someone when 
YOU want them to make a decision and 
take action without an)' more delay 
• ~ur relationship's going nowJU!re. It's 
firM tDfish Dr CUt bolt 

Bait ts a smaU amount of food put onto 
a hook in order to catch a fish. It is 
used in the following phrases to mean 
something that is being said or offilred 
WIUch makes I>CO])lO N<\Ct. 

rise to the bait 
to react to something that someone has 
Mhl in exactly the way that the)' wunted 
you to reac1, usually by becomins 311Sl'Y 
• <often negative) AnthofUI 1\ceps swing 
thDt IJXJmen mahe bud drlL<el"$ but 1 r~Jse 
to rise to the bail. 

swallow/take the bait 
to accept something that is onlY being 
oftcrcd to you so that you will do 
something • The Qffer Qf a free roa,·o wltll 
e1--ery teleui.slcn prot'tld t'UY popular. and 
hundreds Q[ shoppers szoollowed the bait. 



baker 
a baker's dozen old-fashiomd 

thirteen • TM judges selected a baker's 
doWl Q/ promising entries from the 
lumdreds they roceiced. 

balance 
be/hang In tho balance 

1f something hangs ln the balan~. no 
one knOIA.'S whether it will continue to 
exist in the fUture or what v.ill happen to 
it • Judd's career lums in tile balane€ last 
nl.ght (J/IRr his team l.ast tllelr st.xth 
sua:esstve came. • Theflnancial sltuatlon 
ts by no means resolved and tlu! club's 
future is still uery much in the balance. 

on balance 
after thin!< ins about -all the different facts 
or opinions • On balance. 1 would sey that 
it hasn't been a bad }'l!a1: • The repon 
found that. on balance. mnst Pf.Ol)le would 
pnifer afemaledoct.or to a male one. 

swing/tip the balance X 
to make something more likely to happen. 
or to make someone more likelY to succeed 
• They WM? beth we/l-qutJlificdfor theiob 
but ran had mere experle/zce and that 
ripped th<~ balance. • The SIIW!SS Q/ this 
fllm could tip tJut balance lnfai.J{)ur Q/ 
ollth' Briltshjilms In lhefuluh!. 

throw sb off balance 
to confuse or ups.et someone for a short 
time bY 68.)i.ng or doing something that 
they arc not cxpcctlng • (usually passive) 
Itoosn'tt:cJ)tttlngany ln~ractlon u;Uh the 
audience and wcs thrown qJJ balance by 
his qUCJton. 

bald 
be as bald as a coot humorous 

to be completely bald (= ba\'tng no halr 
on your head) lb A coot is a small dm 
grey bl.n1 w1tll a cll'Cle or White feathers 
on its head. • Tlwn he rook qJJ his hat and 
he uw as bald as a C()()f_ 

ball 
a ball and dlain 

soroothing which limits your freedom 
~ A bltll and chain was t1 heavy metal 
ball that was fastened to a prtsoncr·s leg 
by a chain. used to stop them moving. 

• Th11 hou.:~c had becornL o bnll otld chain -
100 couldn't ~~ It and neitllcr could u.-e 
nnt it out. 

a ball·b~aker Drituh & Al.lstrolian, Vl!1}' 

lnformol 
a woman who does not like men and is 
unpleasant towardS tltcm • I don'r think 
)'OU 'n: goinx to like }'OUr new flat mare -
she'$ a bit of o ball-br«Jker. 

the ball Is In sb's court 
if the ball 1s In somcone's court. they 
have! to do something before any progress 
can be m.ade in a situation ~ In a game 
of tel'lni.<;, if the baJJ iS in youroourt then 
it is your turn to hit the ball. • rvc told 
him lie oon have his Job beck if he 
apologizes. T11e ball's In his rourt now. 
put the ball in sb's court • This pay offer 
hils put the baUJiTmiy in the ooun Q/ llle 
Wtlon. 

be no baD of fire American & Australian, 
llt{ormal /"'-
to lack energy and interest • It's a Jittu 
i.ro~ tluJJiu criticizes Bill tor not being 
dYnamic. He's no ball of [Ire htmStt,{ 

be on the ball i11ft;rmal >( 
to be quick to understand Md to react to 
things • I rely on mY co driver to be on tlw 
ball. • 1 didn't s/e.ep lM'Illast n/eht and I'm 
not retzllyon the ball today. 

c.arTY the ball American 
to take control of an aCU\1ty and do what 
1s needed to get a piece of work done 
• The people u:-ha carried the ball for hiS 
campaign u.-ere mainly volunturs. 

~op the ball AmRrzcan, informal X 
to make. a mistake, especially by doing 
something in t1 stupid or carele-.<s way 
• For god's seke don't drop tile ball- we·~ 
rely ins (l1t you. 

have a ball old-faslzioriRd 
to cl\)oy yourself very much • 'So how 
was lhf' party last niJifU!' 'IJ u.;as 
wonderful - we had a ball!' 

pick upftake the ball and run (with tt) 
mainly American 
to take an idea or plan and develop it 
further • This is a good proposaL I think 
we should ptch up the ball and run wilh it. 
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play ball informal X 
to a~::ree to do what someone asks you to 
do, or ro ~ to work with someone in 
order to achieve something together 
• (usually negative) Pouru.en out of tht 
fiftetn nations har;e acrwd ro the MW 

re:;trictwns but OfUl country stiU rP,/lJses to 
pkzyball. 

·Mt~~~WthWIIi"iiir•.riaiti,.f"'7-""--_,.":""':""l 

to do ICliiHlthhte whlcls lltarC8 .m -~ 
or to -.rt doiDa tiOIIIIIthltll fa oH-. 
t!lltOW ... otJler PICIII1e lo. tile .. 
• I'WitaJUd WboUrtJllbWII).U,._ 

:=~==~=~.::==~ 
roiUn& --:--:-:--:-::--
keep the ball rolling • The pruducl has 
~ a great success. and u:e hope this 
a®erttslng campalcn will keep the ball 
rolling. 

the whole ball of w ax American, 
Informal 
the whole of something, including 
e\oerythi.ng that is connected with it • She 
smru:d working on the project In '96 4lld 
wfthJn stx months was running the whole 
ball of UXlX. 

a whole new ball game 
a totally different ball gamo 

a completely cllil'crent situa.tloo, often 
ooo which is difficult or which you know 
very little about • We'd done o lot of 
climbing in Scotland, but tm Errnwlayas 
were a u.'hole new baU game. 

ballistic 
go balli5tk informal 

to beoome very angry and start shouting 
or beha\>ing Violently • Appa1WIIIJ-: he 
told Sondra that ht!'d hP.m outforadrlnk 
with his ex-girlfrltnd and she went 
ballistic. 

balloon 
the balloon goes up 

if the balloon goes up, a situation 
suddenly becomes very sorioua or 
unpleasant • 7'he balloon u."V~t up last 
Friday u:hen the $Wnda/ became 
public. 

band-aid 

ballpark 
a ballpark .stlmatelflgure X 

a nwnller which 1s only approximate. but 
which should be near to the correct 
number • "~'re expecting soles of th~ 
bcok to g~rate around $10(}()() doiUus. 
althouch obvious I)• tlwl'S Just a ballpark 
flllure. 

be In the same ballpark >: 
to be of a simllar amount or cost • Jamie 
mal.·es O!.'tr two hundrod thousand d/Jllars 
and I don't kruiw e:ractl)• how mud1 7bm 
makes but 1 guns it's in the same 
ba/Jpark. 
be In the (right) ball parte • i4.nd do you 
think the projected sales fl8tJres oro 
rmlistic?' 'They're in tlU~ right ballpark. • 
(=they are close to the right amount) 

balls 
have &b by the balls !.'fry 111/orm& X 

to have someone in a s ituatiQn where YOU 
have C:OJll])lete power over them • I owe 
them £5,000. They'uegot me by the baJls. 

balls-up 
a ball.s--upBrltts/z &Australian, Ver.>' 

informal 
a siruation In which everything goes 
9m>ng • The trlp was a tXJmplete balls-up 
from beginning to end. 

banana 
a banana ropublic ln[omw.l 

a small. ,POOr country with a weak or 
dishonest gm-ernment • People fear that 
thtc<>lml.ry will become a baTIIlMrcpubJic 
if theeconomYdoe:sn'tpickup. 

a banana sldn B1ili$h 
something which causes or is very l ikely 
to cause embarrassing problems • ~ 
new tax ha:; pro~d to be a banana skin 
for thtgovernment. 

bananas 
go bananas informal 

to become very angry • Slre'llgo bananas 
if $he sees the room in this state. 

band-aid )( 
a Band-Aid Anwlcan 

a temporary soluttoo to a problem, or 



comething that SOOinS to he a solution but 
has no ~• effect b &nd·Aid 1s a 
trademark for a thin piece uf sticky 
tnatertal used to cover small cuts oo the 
bod>: • A few food and mt.dical supplies 
were ddil;ued to tile region but It u:as 
llrJJemore thM a Band·Aid. 
Band-Aid Amulcan • & criticized u.'hat 
M called "the gooernnumt ·s Rand-Aid 
approach· to wlou.s ~nvlrorm~nUlJ issues. 

bandwagon 
.-,....,...an thell•nctw.gon 

to become ilMihrcdtn an acdYitY Which lS 
•-utcess!W 110 that yoo can eet the 
advsntaces of it youn;alf • 1'lw ~~ qf 
theproducfl«lmanycr;mpanH5rojumpnn 
thl! bandt&cz.."M- • Publish('TS oro rushinc 
fOS!J!.!IR llwCD-ROM barulJ.Nr;Jon. 
the! bandwagon oHoct • The 
boJulu,YJgon effect accoonts for the 
lncrroslng rwmb~r of girl sroups on the 
pop .scene. 

bane 
t M bane of :;uur lite X 

someone or something that 1s alwa,ys 
eauslng problems for you o.nd upsetting 
you • I hot~ a sist4!r zvtw 's o lu-ays getting 
into troubJe and I!XIX!Ctlng me to sort her 
out. She's the /xull! 0/ mJ' life. 

bang 
Bang goes sthl ln/ormoJ 

something thai yOu say when you have 
just lost the opportunity to do something 
• rveiust been t.old rm u.;orkine lace this 
evening. Oh welt. bans goos tM dnema! 

a bang up joll American, itiformal 
a 'll"ery successful piece of work • You've 
done a bang up job clearing out tlU! garage. 

be bang on infor111lll X 
to be exactly correct • You said she'd be In 
her early fortU:s, didn't wu? You were 
bang on. 

go with a b.\ng BriJish & lwstralian, 
Informal 

g o over with a bang .4mi!riCIJn, itifcrmal 
If an event e.spee.Uy a part,y, goes with a 
bang. It is very excitJng and successful 
• A karaoJ.·e rruu:T1ilu!? T1tat should help 
your parry go with a bang! 

not with a bang but with a whimper 
luerary 
U' something ends not with a bang but 
with a whimper, it ends 1n a 
di$appointing ws,y • Thr concert l?nded 
oot wlrJ1 a bane but wttll a wlli.nwer; th<: 
raln../brclne the pertorma11ce to stop fifteen 
minuusear(>t 

[more/a bigger etc.] bang for your buck 
American, Wo1 mal 
1f somcth lng that you buy gives you more 
bang for ~·our buck, you get more value 
for )'OUr money by buylng this product 
thanft'om bm·ingan:~;other /!::> 'Ruck', in 
Amcdcnn Engll.sh is an informal way of 
saying 'dollar'. <= a unit o£ money 1n 
Aroenca) • q ollyou l&OIIf isdeath·btllf/U 
cot-er. thls type of insurance polit-')' u;IJI 
give you mo111 bongfl>r your bu.ck.. 

bank 
not break the bank 

to not be too expen:;ive • And at £12.99 a 
bottll!, this is a dlam[)(l8J'W thc.l won't 
break tile bank. 

banner 
under tho banner of slh 

If you do something under the banner d 
a bcl1ef or idea. you say that )'01.1 arc dolug 
it In order tx) 5Upport that belief or idea 
• Th€prcrlifersarecampaigningu111Jerrhe 
ballliU of traditionalft;unily oolues. 

baptism 
a baptism by/of fiN 

a very dl.ll1cult first expertenoo of 
somtlthing • I U.'GS given a mfllion.doliDr 
project ro manage ln m,y first rnomh. It 
was anal baptt.sm by fire. 

bare 
~rca your he<trtlwul 

to tell someone }"<lur secret tboughts and 
fcelinf,s • (often + t o) \!~don't know each 

other t hat u:ell. I certainly ID()U/dn't bare 
mv hc:art to her. 

tho~ .... bonos )( 
tbe most basic parts d somelhln!l, 
Y.ithout any detail • We ~llwe we have 
the bare borzesof an agreement. • Reduced 
to i1s bare bones, tJ~ theory sUltes that 
animais adept rosuil rheir surrouruiln,gs.. 



bare-bones • (alW<\.VS befoh! noun) &-en 
from this bare-bones plot sumriUll): we 
ron deduce that thR story Is h/Bhly 
implausible. 

lay bare stb X 
to discover or tell people about 
somcthl.n,g that was nOt previously 
known or was previously l«!pt secret 
• 11·s beenprcmcted as the bicgrophJI that 
lays bare the truth behind tM kJNnd. 

wfth your bare hands 
without using any typocl tool or wo:apon 
• The court heard lww Roberts strangled 
the Wl!mon with h is bart ltand.s. 

bargain 
into ~ ~rgafn British, American & 

Australian 
in the bargain American 

in addition to the othet facts pre>•ionsly 
talked about • Ca.ttelr~ Is a braln· 
srtrnulllnt, does not har;-c any bern:fidlzl 
eff«lS on heattll and is mildly addlcth:~ 
tnro rh.e bargain. 

bargaining 
a bargaining chip BrUish. Amerlmn & 

Australian 
a bargaining counter British 

something that you can use to make 
someone do what you want • The workers' 
strongest barJ?ainbl[l chip In the 
negot.tartcns Is the tl~reaJ of strike a~:t.ilm. 

• lfostoR(}S u.-e.re used as a bargaining 
counter during the seige. 

bark 
sb's bal'k Is worse than thclr bite 

if somcoM's bark is worse than their 
bite, they Are not as unpleasant as they 
seem, and thelr actions are not as bad as 
their threats • I wouldn't be scared of her 
if I rotre you. Her bark's a lot worse t11an 
her bite. 

barking 
bo barking mad British &Auslrallan. old· 

fashioned 
to bl! Cl'aZJ' • You. wen.c swimming in the 
sea In the middle Of winW? You must be 
barkine mad.' 

base 

be barking up the wrong tree informal X. 

to be wr<»l8 about tho reason for 
Silrnething or the way to achieve 
somethin~ • New evidence suggests that 
we have biig11 barlr.lng up thR wrong tree In 
our fMO'rt:h for a cure. 

barrel 
not be a barrel of laughs Informal 

to oot be eJ\joyable • 'He's a bit' serious. 
isn't he!' 'Yeah, net e:wctly a barnl of 
laughs.. . 

be more fun than a ~I of monkeys 
American 

bo as funny as a barr•! of monkeys 
.American 
to be \'ery funny or enjoyable • Tludr 
show was one of the funniest I'LY! noer sem 
- more f un than a barrel of mcnkeys! 

have sb ovor a barrel X 
to put someone in a very difficult 
sitUation 1n whleh they 1-.ave no cholce 
about what to do • SM knows I nw:i tM 
work, soshe'sgotmeovera barrel interm.s 
of what she pays me-

scrape the barTel iriformal 
to use something or someone that you do 
not Y.W.lt to use because notll.inR or no 
one clst Is a\•ailable • {usually in 
cont inuous tenses) You /mow you're 
rrolzy scraping the barrel wlum Jo'OU have 
to ask your old mother to c:cme to the 
cinema witll you. 

bars 
behind bars informal 

in prL.;on • Hespent ten yrors behiJul. bars 
after being ccnviJ:~for armed robbery. 

base 
be off bas• .1\mflll'iran. & Australian X 

to be wrong • The company Chairmen 
dismissed the experts' retXJrt as rompWfe(y 
of[ base. 

touch base 
to talk to somoone in order to find out 
how they a re ur what they think about 
som~th.ing • (uswilly + w ith} 1 had a 
really good time in Paris. 1 touched ba..>e 
wUh scmeoldfriendS and made a jew new 
ones. 



bases 

bases 
covet" all the bases American & 

Australian 
touch all the bases American 

to deal with every part {If a situation or 
activity • It.'s a pretty full report. l thtnk 
u:-e't:-e covered all the bases. 

bash 
have a bash Brl.rtsh &Australian, 

informal 
to try to do something, or to try an 
act1 v!ly that you have ll{lt tried before 
• (often + at) I tlwught I'd have a bash or 
ftxJn8 tJw washlrtll11f/JCII'im tonJsht. • rve 
never programmed a video before but I'll 
hat;-e a l;asl1 if you want. 

basket 
a basket Ci1S4I 

1 lllformal someone who is crazy and 
unable to orsanue tholr llfo • Sha'U nnoer 
get a job. She's a basketc.ase. 

2 a \'ef"Y poor country whloh needs 
economic help from other countries. or a 
business that is in a \'el"Y bad financial 
situation • Twenty years ago the country 
was an economic basket c.a:,--e. 

bat 

go to bat for sb Amuican &~~;;:;;: 
to give help and support to sOllleone who 
is in trouble. often by talking to someone 
else ror them • GiVe me some decent 
evld.."''l(,e and ru go w bat for you. 

like a bat out of hell 
if you go somewhere like a bat out of hell, 
you go very fast • He ron out of the 
building like a bat our of llell. 

off your own bat BrlJtsh & liJJStralitm 
If you do someth.l.ng off your own bat, 
you do it without anyon{> ~<lse t l!lling you 
or 3$king you to do it • He chose to rolk to 
tlw press off llis own bat. 

V (right) oH tho bat American &Australian 
"'\ immediately • I could tell rlghtolf the bat 

thilre was sometMng dif!erem abouJ this 
man. 
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bated 
with bated breath X 

if you wait for something with batoo 
breath. you fool vgry excltl!d or anxious 
whlle you are waiting • 'His name wasn't 
b~ acy chanre, Jl.fa:x: Peters?' Helena asked 
with bated bnath. • We were UJaltlng 
with bait(ld breath for the priUs t() be 
announced. 

baton 
pass the baton X 

to gh-e ~ponslblllty for something 
important to another person /!:; If 
someone running in a race passes the 
baton, they give a stick to the next person 
to run. • (often T to) Dougal resiims as 
head of the treasury this month. passing 
the baton toone of hlsciose"tasscckltes. 

bats 
ha"e bau In tho belfry old-fa.shroned 

to be crazy • Don't tell Oll)'Cn(! else I said 
that or the}•'ll think rt;-s got bats In the 
belfry. 

batteries 
recharge your batteries 

to rest in order to get back your strength 
Md energy • A week a@ywould give you 
time lD r~ a:n.d rechorgil your batteries. 

batting 
be batting a thousand American 

to do something extremelY well and 
better than you had hoped to do it 
• Gloria feU she was batting a thousand. 
She'd got everything she asked for when 
she saw he bass. 

battle 
a battle of wills 

a situation in v.nich the.re are two 
competing people or STOUps. Md both 
siMs are equally dat~rmined to get what 
lbey want • I'm sure there wa.s some polm 
to the original dispwe bw It's become a 
lJattlR. of wills otW the maJJIIs. 

a battle of wfts 
.a ~:ituation in which two people or groups 
try to defeat each oth~r by using their 
lrlti!lllgenCE! • (often + between) It 
appears tJu:u til€ bottle of wits belu.v;en tile 
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two negotiating teams is set to contirw.e for 
SOTTI'-fiiM. 

the battle IIIMt are drJIWn 
something that you say when two 
arguing groups have discovered exactly 
what they disa~ about. and are ready 
to fight each other • Tilt baule ltnes are 
drawn for the leadership ronttst. 

the battle of the sexes 
UIC dlsagrecments and Clght fol' powct· 
that exist between men and women • So 
has tQUOiib' broURht an tnd tel the baflle 
of theseust 

bay 
keep siD/sb at bay 

to prevent something or some<lnc 
unpU!asant from oomlng too near you or 
harming you • If we can keep the rabbits 
cu bQJI, we slwuld haue a good crop qf 
IJ·t.ae~s in the garden. • For me, 
Of,'U(l(ft inJ; is Q C(.OQ)I of keey~l.ng my '"lint;$ 
ar bQJI, 

be 
be that as It may formal 

something that you say which ~ans 
althot.lgh you accept a piece of 
Information as a fact, It does not make 
)'OU think dlff~tly about the subject 
that you are disCUS$ing • HeCI.'Ttainly was 
under pressure at the tilr.e. Be that as il 
may. he /.DOS stiU wrong tel react tn the way 
that he did. 

bead 
drawltalce • bead on sb!sth Americtzn 

to aim a gun at someone ot something 
• Hr! dmo a bead on the last truck in line 
and fired at the fuel tank. 

beady 
have your beady eye on sth/sb humorous 

to watch t:omeone or romething very 
careful!>' • We'd bfuer- not talk - MJss 
Slrtck~.r·s got her beady 6}'t on us. 

be·all 
the be·all and encf..all 

the most important thing /b This phrase 
comes from the play Macbeth by Will lam 
Shakespeare. • (often + of) It would be 
wrong te1 see M anharum cs the be-all and 

bear 

end--all of the ]mancial world. • We aU 
agretd t1mt 11~nntna was nor thi! bP-<~11 

and end-alt. 

beam 
be off beam Erlttsh & Australian 

to be Wf"Ong • 01.-erall the ar-cicle was u't/1-
wr itten although one or two points that 
she made wen a little off bflom. • I'm 
qfraid yow cakulations are way off 
beam. 

bean 
• b .. n count..- jriformal 

an l.mpollte way of describing someone 
who is responsible for the flnanclal 
decl~lon.s within a company • When 
dedsicrn that affect [)OOple"$ litles an in 
tlulharuisQ{ becnctJunurrs, it 's badnerc.s. 

not have • ~n Drtttsh& Austra!tan Y 
to have no money • Most people in the 
arf.a are WU:ml)loyed and don't luwe a 
bron to spend. 

beans 
n04 know ~ns about sth Americ.a.n & 

Australian, lliformal 
to know nothing about something • 1 
don't know beans about computus - ru~ 
neuer e t.'tll used one. 

spill the beans V 
to tell people secret information • It was 
tllen that she threat£nal to sptn t~ beans 
about her qffalr wtth thepresidellt. 

bear 
bear testlmanytwitness to sth/ormal 

if something bears testimony to a fact, it 
proves that lt is true • Th~ nunw-ous 
au;ant.s on his walls bror witness to his 
grrc:t SlJCa$$. 

;obeMhusl 
an action in which you put your arms 
tl.ghtly around someone and hold them 
close to you in ordet· to show them 
affection • Her cousin gave her an 
a/fecticnate beer lw8 which almost took 
hlr breath away. 

be like • bear with • ~ hMd British& 
.AustralJ.alt, humoroos /. 
to be in a bad mood which causes you to 
tre.at other people badly and complain a 
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lot • lf his rwwspaper doesn't arrive by 
breakfast time he's like a bear with a sore 
h..,>ad. 

b ring sth to ~ar formal 
to u~ .lnOucncc. arguments, or threats In 
order to change a situation • (often + on ) 
Prcs5ure should he brought tn bear on the 
tlleKal N?.J(Im.e and support Riven to the 
rllSistance. 

beast 
a beast of burden literary 

a large animal, such as a donkey (= an 
anlmalllkc a small hot-sc with long ears). 
which Is used for pulling \'chicles or 
can-ying heavy loads • Huskks art 
tmditicnaUy u~ in the An:ticas beasts of 
burdm. 

beat 
beat sb to It iliformal X 

to do somethlnR before someone else does 
1t • I was just about to oJX)n some wine but 
I seeyou'uebec.ten mete il. 

Beat tt! mainly American, i11[ormal 
a rude way of teUing someone to go away 
• OK:;'()u kids, beat ill 

If you can't beat •em, Ooin ' em)! 
informal 
something that you say when you decide 
to do something bad beeause other people 
are getting an ad•;antage from doing it 
and you cannot stop them. • q ~ryone 
else is making a bit of monzy out Of ft l 
Ulill too. U you can't beat 'em, join 'em, is 
what! say. 

beaten 
be off the beaten track Brldsh. American 

&Awtralian 
be off the beaten path Anwrlcan 

if a plaoe Is off the beaten track. noc 
many people go there • C/riforttJJUJtely. 
bealuse the gaUuy's a bit off the beaten 
trade. it doesn't gel many visitors. 

beating 
take a beating 

to be defeated or to lose a lot or money 
• ~ Knidi.s really rook a beating in last 
nlght's game. • The company rook a 
beating last yoor. losing $50 mllt1on in 
pro/'Us.. 

beats 
(It) beats me lriformal 

something that you say when you cannot 
undersand something • (often + 
question word) It beats me how he 
managed to SlUfJiuefor three wedcs alone 
in t he mountains. 
what beats me i11{ormal • What bea.ts 
me Is Jww he persuaded Pam ro lend hJm 
themone.}: 

That beats every1hlngl Briti$11, American 
& A.ustra/.ian, irifOrmnl 

That be-ats all! American, informal 
something that you say w~n SClmethins 
has ~urprised you. or you find something 
hard to~lle\1! • /can't beUer;ehR~ 
}'OU to dric:e all thm way in the mldd" Q/ 
the night. Thnt bc?aL'> eL"tT)''hing! 

beau monde 
Ute beau mondejbrmal 

r ich and fashionable peoJ)le • She rook no 
lnteN?st In the Rllturif18 b«<u momk that 
w Jwd married into. 

beauty 
Beauty Is In the eye of the beholder. 

somethmg that you~· which means that 
each person has their own oplnJon about 
what or who 1s beautUW • hrsontJl/y, I 
can't understand why she finds h im 
altroctiL-e, but tM)I do sc:u-· beauty Is tn the 
eye.Q/ tire behouur. 

/ 
Beauty Is only slcln deep. , 

something that you say which means a 
person's character 1s moro 1mportant 
than their appearance • She m~zy not be 
convcntiontJI/.)• pl"ett)• but yoo know what 
tlley sey. beauty's Mly .skin deep. 

$b's beauty sleep humorous 
the sleep that someone needs in order to 
feel healthy and look attractive • 1/ .>'OU 
doo't mind. I'm going to bed now. I have to 
get my bec.uty steep. 

beck 
be at sb's bedc and call 

to be always willing and able to do what 
someone asks you to do • Sire had a dozen 
servants at her beck and call. • 7V 
companies should nat be ae the beck and 
caU of gor-'UllmmJ minisll!r$. 



bed 
b e a bCid of nolls 

if a situation. especiallY a job, is a bed of 
nails. 1t 1s difficult or unplca..<:ant • lie 
resigmd lasJ u>eek. describing the post aso. 
bed of naib;. 

be in bed with sb 
to work wlth a person or orgm1l2ation, or 
t<> he involvlld with thellll, In a way which 
causes other people not to trust l'Ou 
• The)' ullre accused of being in bed with 
tile communlsts. 
climbf~op Into bed with sb 
• Rather than hoppin.g inm bed wUh a 
l.iadltJg merchant bank. It chose to rtmaJn 
an independf!Titpartnership. 

be no bed of rosos X 
not be a bed of roses 

if a situation i.s no bed of roses, It Is 
difficult or unplea..c;ant • In no bed Q/ 
roses. rotslng two kids on om salary. 
that's/or sure, • LVe isn't o. bed of rosf!S, 

you know. 

get out of~.., the Wlong side 
Briti8h. Ameriam &Austroltan 

get up on the'i1Vr0118 side of~bed 
AmuictJII 
if someqrw ~ out Qf led em~ wrvng 
s)de. tbey are in «~. blld mood Md 
casUyannoyctt anc~ay • What'stliemtw. 
lJJillr p()U, l1Ul ~tl ~ tJut qf bed on 11r 
10r~sldeor~P 

go to bed with :>h 
to hm-e sex with someone • I c:an'r beliale 
slle l~nt to bed with him on tJu:ir fl1'st 
date! 
get sb into bed to pe~de scmeone to 
have sex with )'OU • n took 3 months before 
she finally got him into bed. 

put~ to bed 
lf you put somclhing tllat1s printed, for 
ea:ample a book or magazine, to bed. you 
finL<\h wrltmg It • "~put the fln.'t edition 
to bed an hour before the deadline. 

You've made your bed (and ym.~'ll ~v& 

to lie in it). 
You made your bed (now lie In h). 

scmetbing that you sa..v in order to tcll 
someone that they must accept that they 
will sufier as a result cL somettUng bad 

that they have done • Don't comecryin;l 10 

m~ If iJ aU goes wrot'8- You 'r,-c mad11 ;>oour 
bedo.ndyo~J'llJuwe to lie tn U. 

bedroom 
bodroom eyos 

if scmeonc has bedroom ej'es, they took 
as U' the)' are Interested in sex • He tcld 
meihadbedrOCmey~. 

bee 
be the bee's knees British & Ausrroltan, 

info riM/ 
to be extremely good • Haueyou tried this 
double chocolllfe·chip tee cream? I t's tlle 
bee's knees, It rt!Dlly is. 

have a bee in )'OI.Ir bonnet 
to keep talJ<ing l!bout something again 
and agaiJ1 because you think it is 
Important. especially something that 
other people do not think .is lmportaJlt 
• (often + about) She'sgot a roo1 bee in lwr 
bonne! about people keepinJ( their dcRS 
u!UWrcontroL 

beef 
Where's the beef? American, informal 

something that you say when YQU think 
someone does not bave enough ideas to 
llUlkc their plans work • W1lere's ti!R befd? 
1'h.t Senator has no new political 
initiatiL'fS or ideas. 

beeline 
make a beeline for sb/ stb 

to mo\'e quicJdy and directly towards a 
particular person or thing • Phil o.rriued 
at about nine and made a beeline for the 
champagne. 

bee.r 
not be all beN and skittles Britt.VI & 

At.~sJralian. old-foslwmed 
if a situation or activity is not all OOet' 
and skit1les. it has unpleasant parts as 
well as pleasant ones • It's nol ali beer 
and skittles. thisjob.ll'shard work. 

beeswax 
none of your beeswax American & 

Australian. i.Jiformal 
an impolite way of sa)•!ng that you do not 
want someone to know about your 
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priVate life • 'So wlzue the heck Ju:u,rc ) 'OU 

been?' 'None of your /x:esu;YJ:Xf 

beet 
go beet redAmerlcan 
go as red as a beetAmeria:m 

to become very red 1n the face, usually 
~ you are embarrassed I£::J A beet 
is a small. round \'egetablc that Is a very 
dark red/purple colour. • I only had to 
smiu at him and he '"nt beet red. 

beetroot 
go beetroot (red) British & Australian 
go as red as a beetroot Brilish & 

Australian 
to become very red in the face. usually 
because you are embarrassed I::J A 
beetroot is a small, round vegetable that 
is a very da.rk red/purple oololU'. 
• ~nei!CI" the kids aslred him about his 
glr/frknd Mdgo bccJrooL 

beg 
1 beg to diffllrldlsagree formal X 

a polite way of saying that you disagree 
with svmething that someone has said • I 
bel( to differ with ,\fr Stahl's final 
assertion. 

beggars 
Beggars can't be cttoosers. 

somethins that you say which means 
when you cannot ha,·e exactly what you 
want. you must accept whatavcr you can 
get • I u;culd hat,'6pnrferredaJwuseof my 
own rather than sharing but 1 suppo$e 

beggars cnn't be choosers. 

begging 
be going begging 

it something 1S going ~ggln.g. It ls 
avaUable to be taken because no one else 
wants it • There's a big box of app/<>.s 
going begging. 

beginning 
the beginning of the end 

the time at which it becomes clear that a 
situation or Proces3 will end, although it 
does not end immediately • (often + Cor) 
Tht ban on tobacccl adverttstng me.>' beth£ 
begtnntng qf the end for the cigarette 
rompan/e-s. 

believe 
I' ll believe It when I 1M lt. 

something that you say in order to show 
that you do not think something \\IW 
happon, and ~-ou will not believe it untU It 
does happen • HPsnys he'ssoinR todecoraJR 
the lzouse, but I'll belleiJf! it wh(!ll] sec tt. 

If you b•llove that. you'll belleve 
anything! l'lformal 
something tllat you say in order to 
emphasize that something is obviously 
not true • Ht> S(J/tl the car in from backlld 
into him, and (f you belieiJf! rhat, you'll 
lx!lieveanything! 

make believe X 
imaginary or ln"-cnted • I had co explain 
to Sam that it was on{)! rruJice OOlteve and 
that rhey weren't realmo.n.sters. 

bell 
.... • ..... A&iiilriilliii 

ill/t1rlnd 
CD •d LM»'•NI'IIlellt • t,:Jat;l.!'(o 
....... h"fMIOtltltDfD Oft 

ring a bell 
ring any bells 

if a phrase or a \\vro, ~ial!y a name, 
rings a bell. you think you have heard 1t 
before • Does theii(JJM 'Fttzpatrlck'rtnga 
bell? • (often - with) No. nn sorry. tli.Dl 
description doesn't ring ony bells with me. 

Saved by the be l l 
something that ~'OU say when a difficult 
situation i.s ended suddenly before you 
have to do or say something that you do 
not want to $;I In a boxing match, a beU 
rings when it i.s time for the fighting to 
stop. • Luckily. my bus arrived Wore I 
had rime to reply. Saued by the belL 

bells 
bells and whistles 

the things that something, especially a 
device or machine, has or does that are 
not necessary but that make it rtiOn! 

exciting or interesting • Your comp~JUr 
software 111Q;)' hcwe all the laUst beJJs and 
Ulhistks, but is it good ~for money? 

with bells on 
1 British. hwnorous if you describe 

something as a particular thing with 
bells on, you mean that it has sl.mil.ar 



29 

qualities to that thing but ther are more 
e:-.:treme • This Jatestserks Is melodrama 
with bells on. 

2 American & Australian. humorous If you 
gosomcWhcroordooometh1ngwlth belli> 
on, you do it with a lot of interest and 
energy • I'll be a1 the party u•Uh bells on. 

belly 
a belly laugh 

a loud laugh which cannot be controlled 
• It's not Qften }'OU hear tlle kind Qf jokes 
thatgl!:<lyoualWJJ belly /t;,ugh. 

go belly up informal X 
If a business goes belly Up. i t fails 
• Factories and farms went belly Up 

because()[ thed('btcrisis. 

bellyful 

have had a bellyful of sth bVormal 
if you have had a bt-.llyf\tl of IUl 

unpleasant situation or somcone's bad 
behaviour. you ha\'e had much too much 
of it and it ha-<> made you angry • He's 
probably had a bellyful of your moaning. 

belt 
b.! below the belt 

if something someone says is below the 
helt, it L~cruel and unfair lb ln a boxing 
match it is wrong to hit the person you 
are fiRhting against below the belt. • It 
was below tlle belt to menJion hls brother's 
criminal record. 
almlhlt below the belt • In the nm-up to 
tJre eleclion, POlUictans won't MS/tau to 
aim below the bell. 

tighten your belt 
to spend less than you did before because 
you have less money • I've Jwd to tighten 
my belt since Istappe.d working full-time. 

under your belt 
If you have an experience ot· a 
quallficMlon under your belt, you hS\•e 
completed it s~ully, and it may be 
ti.S()ful to you in r:he future • She was a 
capable Individual, wllhfour-teen >~rs as 
managillg d irecwr under her bell. • He 
has se~o-eral major drama awards tmder 
htshelt. 

best 

bend 
drlvelsendSb raund the b.nd mti1m~DI 

to mab $0meone very aJ1gl'S e~ 
byc:ont1Du1nitoil.o~~ 
• l'bt.l're drlfllnB me rDUIId IJw btrJd li1ith 
:otu ta>m 

round the bend Informal 
crazy • Tell me frankly: do you think my 
father's round 1M bend? • I was sure I 'd 
loc.k4ld that door. I must be going r ound 
tlte~nd. 

bended 
on bended kneelknees humorous 

if you a.~k fur something o.n bended knee, 
you ask very politely or with a lot of 
emotion for something that you want 
\'ety much • 1/uuJ tc go down on bended 
knn and beg my Dad tc let me hove the 
party. • He begged me on berukd kJw:i! tc 
TnJlYYY hii?L 

benefit 
give sbt~teJ.beanea.fiiiit~otitt doubt 

to bJ!lie\'e soanethin8 ~ about 
someanc. -rotbor dla,Ji liialn«hiDs bild. 
when YGU ~the ~s'litl!l$ d dolnl 
t>fther • Aftn-Mari(Jg hi$ i!:r;plmurt.l6n 1 
Ultl$pnJICl1'f(l/.1oilfDehlm t/11!.~ rl ,,. 
t/()Ubt. 

bent 
get bent out of shape Ameriam, 

ili!Omi{Jl 
to 00come very angry or up~t • ll 's ok.. 
don't u:'Qrry about reutminc t~ books. I 
don't Ret benJ om Q/ s/lape abOut things 
like tllat. 

beside 
be beside yourself X 

to feel an emotion that is so strong it is 
impossible to cuntrol • He u;as beside 
himself wh.e.n she didn't come home last 
nJght. • (o~ + with) We were besl.de 
ourselves with excitement as we U'Ciiched 
tll€race. 

best 
sb's best bet 

the thing someone should do which is 
mQst likely to achieve the result they 
want • (f you want a chwp jacket, )'OUr 
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best best is fbtr)' thesecond·lland slums. • l 
tcld /lim hi.~ best bet would be tc get a bus 
as there are rw direct trains. 

your best blb and tudcer old .fashioned, 
humorous 
the best or moot formal clothes that you 
own • We we1e all dresst'l! in vur bl!st bib 
and tuckKrfor nu;aunt:'f a.'f!Lidlfll:. 

as best you can British &AuWrzlian 
as best as you can American 

if you do somethinG tlult is difficult as 
best you can. you do It as well as you are 
able to do lt • If one Q)' liS loses our Job 
we'll just har.-e to copt as best we (On. 
• Just clean up the mess as best as you can. 

ott tho but of t imes 
9\'fm with the best possible conditions or 
1n the best possible struation 
• Journalism Is a hiRhlY com~Jltlt-e 
prqfessicn at the best o.f tJnws. • El.'<ln at 
the best Q)' times. this region is hard to 
farm. 

be for th4t best 
1! an acdon is for the best. it seems 
unpleasant now but lt wW lmpl'O\"C a 
situation 1n the f\lturt> • I know It's hard 
to end a long-term relatlcns.hlp. but Jn this 
case il'sfor the best 

b• on your best behaviour British & 
Australian 

b• on your best behavior American & 
Australian 
to behav11 \'Or}' well. ust:.Olly bceausc you 
are in an important or formal situation 
• ll'ow cllild.ren. 1 IJXJnt YOlt aJJ to be on 
your best belun;lcur when grandma 
arrlr.>es. 

be the best of a bad buncMot British & 
Al4.1t.raJfan 
to be slight).}· less bad than other bad 
people or things in a grouv • This picture 
isn't exactly what 1 would have chosen, 
but it wa.s the best of a bed WI. 

give it your best shot 
to do sornetlung as well as you possibly 
can. although you are not sure whether 
you will be able to suc<:eed • Greg wiU be 
a tcrtgh OP]J()nent to boot, but I'll git-e it my 
best shot. 

make the best of sth British. Ameriam & 
Austrolian 

make th• best of a bad job Brltl.sh &. 
Austrollan 
to rry to think and act in a posltl\•e way 
when you have to aceept a situation 
whtch you do not like but cannot change 
o Tile room tlle:t'toe gir.-en us is teo small 
real(y. but we'll)ust lwve to make tlte b4!st 
nf it. • lt IL'OS a dif}'lcult sp~ch tD give, but 
I think she m<Uie tlte be:st of a bad job. 

May the best man win. 
somethinG that you say just before a 
competition starts ro say that you hope 
the pe~m who d~rvcs to wln v.·lll wln 
o Is er;~ry·one ready? Then may the best 
man win. 

put your best foot forward 
1 to do something as v.-ell as )'Ou can • Make 

sure you put )'Our best fooL forward for 
tonight's J)+)r/ormance. 

2 to start to walk mora quickly o You'll 
11a~;-e tc put yaur best foot /vru."ard if you 
want to be tlwre by nine. 

with the best will in the world 
if something cannot be done with the 
beSt v.ill in the wortd, it Is impossible. 
althouch you would make it possible if 
you could • Wit II the bi'St will in the world, 
(f )IOU don't hal-'tl a passpon you (On't go. 

bet 
you can bet your llfO/yCKir bottom 

dollar 
if )"'U sa.v you can bet )"our life that 
something will happen or Is true. you 
mean you are completely certain • You 
can bet)'Our lift she a.'On'l apolOgize. 

bet the farm/ranch Ameri<an 
to spen<1 almost all the money you have 
on something that you think might bring 
you sucaess o (often + on) TV networks 
are ob(JiOusly wtlling lC bet the ranch on 
special spores ewnts - they paid mllliDtl$ 
to broadcast t1te Ozympics. 

Don't bet on it. informal 
I wouldn't bet on lt. informal 

somethi.ug that you say when you do not 
th.lnk that sOUMlthtng is likely tO happen 
or tO be trut> • 'Do )'CU think the buildl!rs 
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a safe bet British. Amerlcon & Atl~ralwn 
• ~~bet American X. 
1 something 1hat you are certain wiD 

happen • It's a stJfe bet that t}I()Se two will 
smte down and have ch ildr·en. • IVhttler 
is a sure bl!tfora ptaceon the ttam. 

2 someone or ~omething that you are 
CCI'tain will win or succeed • She IS Slill o 
$(ife bet for THlectlcn. • Slmpllci(Y Q/ 
dtsi;m is a sure bet in the/aslrWtl u;orld. 

bete noire 
sb's bAte notre 

someone or oomething that )'OU really 
hate or that reall.Y 8.IUlOYll you • ~pk 
whO use jargon ari his particular !Xte 
noi~ 

bets 
hedge your bets X 

to try to avoid glvtng an opinion or 
choosing only one thing. so that whntever 
happens In the future you wUJ not havo 
problems or seem stupid • (SOmetirnl!ll 

on) Journalists are hedging thcir lids on 
th~ likelY outco~M Q/ the tl«t/011. • I 
dedd£'d to htdge my bi?ts by bu}llfll sluJres 
in seC'!ral d(ffererrtcomponks. 

better 
Better (to be} safe than sony. X. 

something that you say which means It ls 
best not to take risks even if It ~ms 
bor lng or hard woric to be carefUl • ru 
hold the ladder whlley<Ju clJmb up. /Jttfer 
safe IJuln Stln"): 

S.tter late than never. 
something that you say which means it l$ 

better for someone or something to be 
late than ne,;er to arrive or to happen 
• 'Kamr's aud arrioed Z Ulteks ciftu my 
blrlhd.ay. • 'Oh well. better late than MLW. • 

~nst )'Our bettt!r Jud~mont 
if you do somethins against your better 
Ju<lgcmcnt. you do it although you think 
It Is wrong • llenl hlm the nwney agomst 
171)1/>ettl!r judgemmt 

for a,.ttcr or (for) worse )( 
for better, for worse 

lf a situation exists or happens for better 
oc tbr worse. it exists or happens whether 

its results arc sood or b.1d b This 
phrase is used in a tnlditional m.arrtage 
ceremony in Which the II1811 and woman 
promise to stay tosether whether their 
lifo is eood. or bad. • Frrmce has o mw 
go,W71111Dit,/or better or for WOf$t!. • IVe 
cannot dmy that our childhood 
experiences aj)'ect us. [or betrer;JOr u.wse. 

get dle better of sh 
if a feeling gets the better of you. it 
becomes too strong to control • Fbrally 
c.urU>sioo aor rhe 1>ettu Q/ flu and she 
ope!U'd 1M leiter. • Try to 1\'111CJin a:Im -
don't l2t )'OW' anger Ret the beltu Q/ )'<JU. 

think Htter of sth 
to decide not to do somclhlni you had 
intended to do • I n#arl)l ttJld him I lMS 

leac;ing, but then ltho~Jght lxtttrqf ft. 

You('d} better believe it! lrl[ornwl 
something that ~·ou ~to emphasize that 
something stranse oc shockins is true 
• 'Dots lui reallY know tile Prv.sidcnt?' 'You 
better believe lrl' 

between 
be~n you ilnd me Rrltfsh. American 

&lluslrolian 
betw~ )'0'4 me and the 

bedpostlg.t..,ost Dnrulr & Australian, 
humorous 
something that you sa)' when you a.re 
soins to teU someone somethir~~~ you do 
not want t.hclXl to tell anyone else • Just 
betW«ll J'OU and me. I do11't think his liX>rk 
u quite up to standard. • BttU.<ee~~ )'DIJ, me 
and the gatepost, I'm thinking oj' leaving. 

bible 
• Blble-bilsher Bnrtsh &Australtan, 

Wormal 
a B~humper mainlY American, 

informcl 
an insulting way of r:Wscrihlng oomeone 
who tries vary hard to persuade other 
people to believe m Chrlo;Ua.nlty • I haue 
nothing against religion. biJJ I hall! Bible­
ba.slurrs. 

the Bible Belt 
the southern and central area of the 
United States, where many people have 
''el'Y strong traditional Chri.l.tlan ~ucrs 
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• Counuy music ts c.~ popular in r1le 
Bible Bell. 

biblical 
but not In t.M bibl laiHnse hu1714T0US 

if you say you lulow somoonc but not in 
the bJhllcal sense, you mean you have n()t 
had se.x with them ~ In the Bible, 'to 
know' someo~ meant to have sex with 
them. • 'Dld)OO know htr then" 'Yes, but 
not in tht bibliaJI se~ · 

blddlni 
do sb's bidding oldioshici'W 

to do what someone tells 01· asks you to do 
• Jn so~ socilta mm stlll assu~m thttr 
wivnare thut to do thdr b/ddift¥. 

big 
Big Brothet' 

n soverruncnt or a w ee Ot"AA.t\11.1t1on 
which tries to control every part of 
peaple's llves and to know everything 
about them /!::) In the book 1984 by 
GeUJ."Btl Orv.-eU. Bic Brother is the very 
powert\tl ruler. • MCJUI P<10Ple an 
concernb1 about Big Brothw luzr;Jng 
campuur flk:s on thtm to whtch I~ do 
not Ml.<oe OOCieS$. 

Big Brother • (always before noun) 
Emplq)ws luzut compkWud aboul lM 
'Big Brothu' cpproodl Q/ tM newsecurt(>• 
mfO.SUTes. 

B lg c»aa! lllfOnnc/ 
something that you say In order tD show 
that you do not think that something Is 
either important or interesti~ • 'Did I 
tell you AM got a newctJrr' 'BiR d«Jl: 

big ticket American 8< Australian 
Wr)' expenstw • (always before noun> It's 
a good time to buy a big t~ iton Ukra 
cor or lwUSfhold appliance. a.s prius hmle 
/allm. 

b ig time infOrmal )< 
very much • He rmll)• owes Mr big time 
tor &'el)'lhing she IUlS dtmcfor him. • The 
school was into discipliM biR time. 

a big aslc AusJrolian 
a request to some<~ne to do something for 
you that you know will be d.lfficult for 

them • It's a blga.sk butcould>OO/eedour 
cntsfor tlw two weeks u.."t'rttw:o,y? 

a big~ humorous 
an important or powerfUl person 1n a 
group or organuatlon • Appcrtntl) lwr 
fOJhw ts a big ch«$t in one Q/ 1M nut)or 
banks. 

a big deal 
a subject. situation. or C\'Cnt which 
people think Is important • / don'J know 
UJ/ly this issue IUlSIJ«orrw such C big~ 

• Loslfl8 the match WO$ no bl8 deal. • All 
I sold u;as, I'm J:OI.ng to haw a baby ­
what 's th~ bfg dNI? • ~. rl's his 
birthdO)• today, but he doesn't want to 
mak~ a bill deal Q/ lt. (= make people 
notice It by having a special celtobratlon) 

a b ig fish informal 
an ImPOrtant or powerful peN!On in a 
group or organization • Mrs Co~hlln M 
one of the directors- a big fiSh. 

a big fish In a small pond 
oro of the most impot•tant people m a 
small group or organl.2atlon. who would 
have much les~~ power and importance If 
they were part or a 18rger group or 
organization • As t lre manager Q/ a Ux:.al 
compcn.v. 1u eTIIor'S being a big fish in c 
small pond. 

a big g irt's blouse British &Australian, 
humorous 
a man or a boy who behaves in a way 
which ather men think is how a woman 
would behave. especially if they sbow 
they are frightened of something • Come 
on you big girl's bwuu. drink up and I'll 
get you another pmt. 

a big gunlnol5e informal 
an unportant Ot' powerful person in a 
grotUJororganization • SM'sa biG gun 111 

city polilics. 

a b ig mouth Wormaf 
if you have a big mouth, you talk too 
mucll, especially about things that 
&hould be secret • Helen's got such a big 
motdh- tlw MWs'll bt all ot-er rlu town by 
«mlirhl. • J knew 1 shculdn"t luzvt 
mentiOIII!d th2 L!tttr. Oh door: ~ end m.v 
blgmolah! 
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a big-mouth • Dat-e's a rtal big·mouth. 
..so don't tell him arzything 

a big shot/wheel American &Australian. 
informal 
an important or powerful person in a 
group or organization • Mr MadiJon is a 
big shot In the world Q/ firustu:e. 

the b ig daddy AmUican & Australian 
the biggest or most imPOrtant person, 
an1m.al or thin.g In a group • lt 's thelaliest 
clectronks compan)• in the world- rhe big 
daddy Q/ them aJl • Shanw the killer 
whale Is the bfR daddy of tJw aquarium. 

the big picture >( 
the most important fac;ts about a 
situation aud the <'ffccts of that situation 
on other thIngs • Itt my potutcat work I try 
toconcentrateon the big pictW'I!and not be 
distract~.d by details. 

tho big tlmo vvarmal 
the tllnc when someone is fanums or 
successful • Mtss LM h it the big t ime 
( = heeame fo.mous) a_(ler wtnnfng a talent 
contc.st. • The band is hoping to r·ewrn to 
the big time. 
big-time • lie pta}Wl the sa.,'(opllone wtth 
blg-ttn1e swlnlt bands. • It's a film about 
drug dOOiers and blg-timegangsurs. 

beblgofyou 
1f an action is big of you. It is kind, good. 
or helpful/b This phrase iS usuml}' u.'led 
humorously or angrilY to mean the 
oPJ)()Site. • (twas big of him to admit tJtat 
these probkms are rmUy his fauh. • l-ou 
can S/)(Ul: me on 110ur ~ u.oeek! That's 
realty big of you.' 

be b ig on sth X 
to be very Interested In something and 
think that it is important • Thf.mogazine 
is big on research into what tlldr 1-eaders 
t.ea.nt. • He's not big on se(fonalysis - it's 
no g()()d a~'ktng him why m left hu. 

havo b ig ears Australian, Worrrwl 
to listen to other people's private 
conversations • Don't tol.k so U>udly 
unless you wallt"~r.>•one t~ knom Bill has 
big ears you know. 

mako o b ig thing (out) of s th X 
to behave as if something is \'el'Y 

big-head 

important • He alu'(J,)<S makes a big thing 
out of helping me cook. • l want some sort 
of party. but I don't want to make a big 
U!JngQ/ lt. 

make It b ig Wormal 
to become very succ~ or famous 
• A.flu y'MT'S Q/ trying. he fiJUlUy made It 
blaIn America. 

think big )( 
to have big plans and ideas and be keen to 
ach1£vc a lot • When U comes to starting 
.)'OUT own business. ll can p<zy to think big: 

too big for your boots British, American 
& Australian, irJ[ormal 

too big for your brltchos American. 
Informal 
someone who is too big for their boots 
bcha\'CS as if they are more important or 
more clever than they really are • Since 
he was made team captain, he'S be.lm 
onkring us all around and 8cnenllly 
getting much too btg for his b()()ts.. 

What's the big Idea? irifonnol 
something that you say when you want to 
know why someone has done somethin~ 
that annoys you • What's 1M bt/r ttka! 
That's my lunch you're eating. 

bigger 
~ blg~r thJ!y ar•, the holrder th.y 

fall. 
som~thlng that you say which means tha 
more power or success a parson has. the 
harder It is for them to accept lOSing It 
• She's very biltcr abouJ losing the 
di~ctorsbip. 11zc bigger they are. the 
harder they foiL 

big-head 
a blg·head British & Australian 

someone who belle"~ that they are very 
clever onery good at an activity and who 
thlllks that oi.Mr poople should admire 
them • Dan's such a big-head, always 
romindii'IG u.~ u-hat/Clll.t(l$tic results he cot 
in llis exams. 
big-headed Britisl1, American & 
Australian • J"fary 's ROt so big-headed 
since she won the eeoJpuph.y prlu. 



bike 
On yer blk&! Britislt & .A.ustraUan, IJ(!T)' 

in/ontiiJI 
an impolite way of telling somoona to go 
awa..v • 'Ctm)loulendme SQliU! moneJl?' 'On 
JlU bike. mate!' 

bill 
bill and coo old-fos.hioned 

if you bill and coo with someone you 
love, you talk Quietly ro them and kiss 
them 1::• If blrdc; hill and coo. they touch 
beaks Slid make noises to each othet: 
• (often in continuous tenses) I don't 
krLOW why the>• bother to come out if 
thcy'regt>ing toS[)eiUJ all 1/W ltmebtlllnR 
and ooolng. 

fit t he bill British, American & Australian 
fill the bill .Am.eriCQII & .1\u.stmlioll '( 

to have the Q\lalities orex,pen encc whlcb 
are needed • I 'm looking for scmcone wtth 
s~'erol :>'tars ot publishing ~icnce 
and)'Ousc.em tofitthebilL • TMcilyn~ 
a stn»IR Wider; and tM new mco'Or just 
doesn'tflll rfw biU. 

foot the bill 
to pay forsOmcOung • (often+ for) Who's 
going to foot 1M bill/or all the repairs? 

sell sb a b ill of g oods American 
to make someone belie>'ll SQmethinG that 
Is not true • Politicians llaL-e sold all qf us 
a bill of goods. that I)' ~put more people 
in prison we're going to be :safer: • The 
ekdrlctan said I'd need 1M outdoor 
lighting t>ll a different circuit - ts he just 
selling me a bill of coeds? 

bHiet-doux 
a blllet -doux humoroU!; 

a love Jetter • They't--e ~ e.Ycfu:mging 
biliDts-doux, but 1 don't krww how serious 
ttls. 

bird 
A bird in the hand (is worth two in the 

bush). 
something that you say whlch means l t is 
better to keep what you have than to tisk 
losing it by trying to get something better 
• lf 1u,ere)'OU Pdaccept the money they're 
Q.[Jerilf8.1\/ler all. c bird In the lwm'L. 

The bird hills flown. 
something that}'OU say which means that 
S<lmeone has e,s.caped or dlsappeaced 
• It.'$ fl() use searching alf)l more. Th4J bird 
/I(JSjlOwn. 

a b ircl's eye v iew 
a viow from a wry hi.gb place which 
allows you to see a large &-ea • lVc had a 
bil'd ·s eye view of tfrc old tO WII from the IIJp 
of tllC cit)l walls. 

•at like a bird X 
to eat wry little • We uHmt out for a meal, 
but SM ate Wre a bird and hard {,)I said a 
u:ord. 

flip/give s b the bird Amt>.riwn & 
Australian, uer.v iriformal 
to make a wry impolite sign by raising 
>"Our middle finser towards someone in 
order to show that you arc angry with 
them • lf he'd !.hvuted at me like tlwt I'd 
hal.oejl/p.Pfd him the bird. 

bird-brain 

a b ird-brain 111formal 
a stupid pcrson • He's just a btrd·brabl -
he can't geJ anythine rJellL 
bird-brained lnfor7Tilll very stupid 
• (dlways before noun) I 'm not listening to 
her bird-brained schemes 04>' longer. 

birds 

Birds of a f e.ther flock toge ther. 
something that you say which means 
people who ha\'(! similar characters or 
:timilar interests will often clloose to 
spend time rogether • 1 saw tJte bo)• who 
stole ntY bag with that gang 0/ trouble 
makers last niRht -~11. blrdsQ/ afealher 
flock together, they SlO! 
b irds of a feather people who are 
slmllar • The sunoey reports that ptople 
whc are 'birds of a feather' make better 
marrla~s than those w1w are opposites. 

the birds and the bees l!umorous 
if you teU S<lmeooe, especially a child. 
about the birtls and tllc bees. you tell 
them about sex • 11-f.y parmt$ never 
actually sal down and tJJid me about the 
bird.~ and the beeS. 



be (strictly) for the b irds Amcriwn & 
Australian. tnfonnal 
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If you thtnk something is for the birds, 
you think it is stupid and has no use 
• Gambling. games of chance- that sort of 
tiling rs stricllJI for tile birds. 

birthday 
in yow· blrthd3y suit humorous 

not wearing any clothes sb Babies are 
n11ked 11t the time of their birth. • HP 
walked out of tile lx!.tllroom in his 
bir~· sut1 - obviously net 6.'(p€Ctlng to 
find cmyone in tJ~ej1at.. 

bit 
a b it of all right Brlttsh.t;<ery• ll!{ormal 

if you descr ibe someone as a bit of aU 
ristlt, you mean that they are sexuallY 
attractive • Cor! SM's o bil of all rlKhl. 

a bit of fluff/skirt British &Australian. 
old-Rzshiont.d, ucry irl/01711(11 
a se..'\."\lallY att1-activc woman • Who U'llS 

that nfce btl o.f skirt I sew }'OU wflll last 
n(ght? 

a bit of how's your father Drilish & 
Australl.an. humorous 
sexual activity • Apparently he came 
home and discooorcd them llm;i1111 a bit o.f 
how's yOur farhtr in the kitchen. 

e bit of rough BrUisll. humorous 
someone. usu~· a nt.'Ul. &om o. lowet· 
social clru.-s than their sexual partner 
• Jenny's chatting up tht! barman ocam. 
She likttSa bit of rough. 

il bit on the s ide British & Australian. 
tn)'ormat 
If ~omeone has a bit on the side, they are 
im-olved in a se>..'llal relationshiP with 
someone who is not their usual partner 
• lie had a lXI onlhtsi!kforyear$until hi..~ 
wifefoond out. • I knew she'd Tl.et'llr /e(WtJ 

her husband for me. 1 was just her biJ on 
wslde. 

be ... IIIUCft 

1C you ~· something 1s a bJt rnncll. you 
think lhallliS notfalr or that it i$ mure 
than you wn c1e111 with • 1 think u~ o bit 
muchtofi'JC1)tCt hPr tn plnySmmr.he$in rN 

~ 
get a b it much • It /ICI.s u bit m.uch 

bite 

sonwtimes having to llsUn to otile 
prople's problems all the time. 

lt 'slfl'lat's a bit steep! Drilis/1 & 
Australian 
S<>mething that you sa_v when }Y>n think 
S<>mcthing 1s not fair • KEith. caJIJng me 
boring? That's a bit Sl.eep! 

the whole bit ,1nU>ril'on./,rrformal 
the whole of something, including 
ever}1hing that is connected with it 
• Ar1d !t.:hat a niJJizt u u<aS - moonlight 
ww. good fOOd. SO/l musU:-the wlwfe blt. 

In the following phra~ 'bit' refers to 
a piece of metal whlc.h is put in a 
horse's mouth and wlli<:ll can be pulled 
to control its movements or to :;top it. 
These phrases are all connected with 
being ~ and abk! to do what you 
want without being comrolled. 

be champingfchomping at the bit 
be chaf~r~g at the b it 

to '>e very keen to start an acti\'itY or to 
go somewhere • Dy the ttrne lw arri!X'.d to 
pick us up u.oe u:-e.re dwmpmg Cll lM bit 
with impallmu. • nn not swY If he's 
~·for ~tra responsibility yet, but he's 
chqfing at the bit. 

ge tltalce the b it betwefl' }'Out' t"th 
British.Am~mCIJII &Australian 

tillce the b it In your tee th American 
to sr.trt doing something in a \'ery keen 
way • Whm the ream rt!D/ly ccrs the bit 
lx!m'f!ell their twh, thzy are almost 
impossible to boot. 
have the bit ~Mtw.on YOUr teeth 
British,Americllii&./Ussrra.Jitm • Garollne 
had tJ1e bit betwee.n hw /.etdh and nolhfng 
UJ()U/d .~op her from finding vu.t the truth 

bite 
a bite of the cherry British & J\ustralian 

a part of something goOd, especiallY 
when there is not enough for everyone 
who wants lt • JolrsllarinR would sive 
twice as m.any people (I biUt o.f tJw du!rry. 
another b ite at the cherry BrUish 
a serond bite at the cherry Drltlsh 
another opportun1l.Y to achieve 
something or to get ~ometlilng you Y."Hnt 



• He just mt.ss.ed o gold medal in the 100 
mer"s, but sot anotl1er b1ce at rhe cherry 
In 111e 4()() ~Jres. • SJU![alled the exam but 
w will ge:to.s«::nd bite a t lhecherrynexr 
)'ear. 

put the btu on sb Amcrk.an, informal 
to ask someone for somclh.lng that }'OU 

want, esPEcl9lly mone~· • (often + for) 
She puJ the bite on h~.r sist£r [or $20. 

sb/st11 won't bite lu.unorous 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone not to be fdghtened of someone 
or something • I think you should 1/Jlk to 
your uncle abcut this. Go on, fie won't bite. 

biter 
the b iter (Is) bit British. old;[ashlcntd 

someone who has c.aused harm to other 
people in the past has now been hurt • rr·~ 
a case of the biter bit. Mer )'COT3' of 
b~akln}J girl$' hMrf.<:, hi! finally f~/l for 
salrn!one who didn't love him. 

biting 
What's biting sb7 Informal 

something that )'OU say in order to ask 
wfu.· someone ls in a bad mood • What'$ 
bUins h0·? She hasn't said a word all 
morning. 

bits 
bits and plecesBritl.sh. Anterlcan & 

Ausualian 
bits and bobs British 

small things of different types • Can you 
tidy away all your bfts and p~ Wore 
)'OUCO ro bed?• I pmaJithe bits and OObsl 
cm?'tfind a hom~ for in this drawer. 

love sb/sth to bits lfl(ormal ~ 
to likE or to lo\'1! someone or something a 
lot • Cli1.;-e's the nicest person I know. I ~-e 
him to bits. • 'Do ;you like ;s--our new bik4, 
thm?' 'Oh, I lol>e il t.o bils!' 

bitter 
a bitter pill (to swallow) 
bitter rnedldne 

asituationthatiswrpleasambutmustbe 
accepted • Losing th~ championship co a 
:younger player was a bitter pill to 
swallow. • CuL~ in salaries are a dose of 
biner rmdicine that 1111lY ~lp thecompaey 
to survive. 

the bitter fruits Urerory 
the unpleasant results of something 
• Disease and malnucrit~n are the bitter 

.{ruiJs of an irnfftCUnt S«Wl hcalthcare 
policy. 

be bitter and twisted 
robe angry and unhappy. usually breause 
you are unable to forget bad things which 
have llappened to you in the past • I had a 
difficult childhood. but there's no point 
getting all b~r and b.oisUd abcut it. 

to tM bltt•r end 
if you do something to the bitter end. you 
~m!nue 11 untllltls 1ln!sh00.. although lt 
Is cUfllcult and takes a long time • Mcmy 
clfmbers gave up be/Ore tMy reached the 
summit, but I was determined to stick it 
out t.o rhe bilrer e71d. 

black 
blukandbha 

lt a person or part of theu· body 1s black 
and blue, their skin is oownd with 
bruises (= black mms caused by being 
Wt) • He was beaun bwcJc and blue lit 
boordiTIR school. 

black and white 
if you think facts or situations are black 
and white, you have a simple and very 
oertai\1 opinion about them. often when 
other peoople think they are really more 
complicated • The i$sue 0/ nucltar 
weapens isn't as black and white as it used 
to be. 

In black and white )\ 
written down • I UX>uldn 't hm,'WJ believed 
him capable of fraud, but tlU!re it was, tn 
blcckand whlu. 

pretend/say that black is white 
to say the opposite of what Is reall)• true 
• SJU!'ll say that black Is white If she 
thinks It 's to h~r advantag~. 

Black is used in the following pbrases 
connected with sad or unpleasant 
things. 

abiMkday 
a day whe.n something '-'el'Y unpleasant 
or sad ha~ns • (usually + for ) A bomb 
went off early this morning. This is a 
black day for rlu! peace process. 



a black mark 
f 

if you get a black m:ui<. poople think that 
something you have done is bad and they 
will remembet• it in futuro • This 
adminislrati~>~ error will be a btack mark 
en his record. • (often + against) 1/ I'm 
laJcJor wcrk it'll be anoslrcr black 1IUIJ'k 
aeain$tmc. 

the black sheep (of the family) 
someone who is thotlght to be a bad 
person by the rest of their family • •\{V 
father was the black sh~p - ha ran away 
at 16 to mv:ome an actor and his parent:; 
neQer forgave him. 

not be as black as you are/lt Is painted 
if prople or situations are not as blackas 
they are painted, they are not as b8d as 
people sa}' they are • I've met !lim a Jew 
times. He's rwt as black as he's painted. 

blank 
a blank d\oquo '>( 

as much money to spend as is wanted or 
needed • (not used with 111e) we are net 
giving the rroevelopmMt prqject a blank 
cheque. The organizers wUJ be wotking 
wiJJtin a strictly limited budget. 

draw a blank 
to be unable to get information. think of 
something, or achieve something • Ask 
tJwn about tile car's performance and 
you'll dra!li a blank. • We'L-e a$ked 2lJ()() 

schools to )ci/J rh~ campaign. but so far 
wt've drown a blank. (;;: none of them 
agreed) 

blanks 
flrelshoot blanks humorous 

if a man ls firing blanks, the~ 1s no 
sperm {= the cells which oomblne with 
the female's egg to start Ufe) m his semen 
(=the liQuid produced ln the male sexual 
organs) • (usually in continuous tenses) 
'l'he).• had a sems qf f~rtlllty t~sts dorw 
and found out that basically 1bny uoas 
firing blanks. 

blast 
a blast from the past iJif(>rmal 

something that suddenly and strongly 
makes you remember a previous time in 
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your life • Hearing that rec.ord again uoas 
a roo{ blast/rom tJut past. 

blazes 
Cio to blazes! old-jbshtcned. lTI[ormal 

a rude and angry wa>• of teUing someone 
to so away and that you do not care what 
happens kJ them • Jusc go to blazes.' I 'm 
slck of !/Our rudemss! • q he's gotne to 
start makinl{ demands. he ron go to 
blaus.. 

(WhatJWhyiWho etc.] the blazes otrl· 
Jashione.d, inJomml 
if you start a question wlth 
what/wh()/why C!tc.. the blazes. you show 
that you ara very surprised or ongry 
about the thing you an! asking about 
• ~·'hat the b/.ozes are they doing up nn the 
roof? 

bleeding 
a bleeding heart 

someone who shov.'S too much sympathy 
for everyone • Tlw antl·htltltlnR 
campat~Jners a.rejust a bunch qf blerotng 
l!u.trts who don't und2rstand the 
c:ount,•side. 

blessing ;<. 
be a ble~ung In dlsguls. 

to be somethlng which has a good cfieot, 
although at first lt seemed that lt would 
be bad or not lucky • Losing my job 
turned out to be a blessing in disguise 
because it /amxi me to think canifuily 
alxmtJnj•future. 

blessings 
count your blu.slngs 

to think aoout U1e good things in your 
I ife, often to stop J.l>Urself becollling too 
unhappy abO\\t the bad Ulings • Sclloof 
chiWreit Wda,)• shoul.d count their 
btesstnes. Allrosl they're Mt beakn/or 
talkir~g in clll$s as we were. 

blind 
a blind alley \:' 

a method of thinklng or acting which Is 
not effect.n•e because lt docs not produce 
any results • TJw latest CL'OlUtionary 
tJzeory mcy turn out to be a bll!Uialley: 



a blind date 
an arranged meeting for two people who 
have ne~·er met each other before, In 
order to try to sUm: 11 ronumtiC 
relationship • I nJfl'eed UJ go on a blind 
date with ~me Qj' Sautto 's ex·bo}'frielids. 

a blind spot 
somethlne that you do not m1dcrstand at 
au. often because you arc not wllllng to 
try • He hod o complde blind spot whe-e 
public relations were conW7lfd. so his 
polirical mrecr was doofMd from 1M 
start. • Lafi/JutJfle:s are my blind spot - I 
wasaJways urrtbleat French. 

tite b lind loading the blind 
a situation where S<lmeonc ls trying to 
show someone else how to do somnthlng 
which they do not know how to do 
thomscl,\·es • I t ried to explain lww the 
sQ/fUXVY! wor/ls, but l.l was a case of tl1~> 
blind leading the blind, reatzy. 

b e as blind as a bat humorous )(. 
to be completely bl ind • I 'm as blind as o 
bat witlwut my glosses. 

fly blind 
to try to do something new without any 
help or im;tructions • (usual.h· in 
continuous tenses) lVe't--e neucrdenlt with 
Easum &rope Wore. so we're fiJiinR 
blind. 

DOt Uke albllnd bit of notice ltriti:lil & 
~n.Wormal 
to nat B1VO someooo or someth1nlt an,y 
att«\Uon at all • Pm/nllln ~ 6houUng 
rrnd waving ~Jatamn; riUtskk thtl trnlwsy, 
but no-one IIOOk Q blind bit q I'IDtice. 

• (often +of) Tlwy didn't toke u blind bll 

qfnO#laO/ our~~=====::.. 
tum a blind~ 

to choose to Ignore bfollavtour that you 
know ts wrong • I A7WW K.tnny z.s rakil'll 
the niOMJI bUt 1 turned a blind l)'e becau~ 
1w Q."'S my slsti'r'S child. • (often + to) 
ManQRe1711Jnt tdten turn o blind eye w 
bu.llyinzin thiUio~=---

blinder 
play a bllnd•r 8rllf311, iJI[ormal 

to perform w1th a lot of skill, especially 
when you are playing sport • He's pla:,.'ed 
a blinder in eli•erycarru.sofar this S<'ason. 

blink 
be on tf1e blink iriformal 

if a machine is on the blink, It Is not 
wurking as it shou.ld • I think the 
pho«>copkr'son the b/inF;. 

bet~ sb c.ould blink )'. 
wry q~· or suddenly • !kfore )'OU 

rould blink, he'd grabbed tlte purse arid 
was halfwaydoum th£ strel!t. 

In tf1e blink of an eye '.( 
extremely quickly • In tile blink of an eye 
1M handsome priTwe u.-as transformed 
into an ugzy frog. 

block 
knock sb"s b lock off informal 

if you sa,}' you will knock sotneone's 
block off. you mean you will hit them 
very hard • Sey tJwt Q8a.i71 and l'lllmock 
your block qJJ! 

on tho block A merican 
if something i~ on the block, it iS tbr snlc, 
especially at an auction (= a sale wl1ere 
the person who offers most mouoy for 
SOilU!thlng can buy it) • 7'h£. best plec~ of 
furniture frOm the ()ld mansion are going 
on rhe blocK nc:t montll. • The &attle 
radic station has lxllln on the block tor· a 
year wtth no Qjfers to blzy iL 

put your head/neck on the block 
w risk dotng something wll!ch will make 
other people lose their good opinion oC 
you if it fails IJ::;. In the past, the block was 
a large piece of wood on which aiminalfi 
had their h!lt!d'> cut oft • He put his hood 
on the bloc}; b.)' promising lli3 ttam 
u'Cl.lldn't lose any more mafches this )'WI: 

• rm nDt going to put Ill}' head on the block 
for }'Oll it Cl)U/d cost me my promotion. 

blocks 
be off the (starting) blocks 
be out of the (starting} blocks 

to have started an activity • Ri1.tol 
tel~phone ct>TTlpQTiios IL't!re quick off the 
blocks wWt their reduced priu ojJf!'rs. 
• The project for rebuilding the theaJre is 
u.ow o.rr rhe smrtlng blocks. 
on the/yOur (starting) blocks to be 
ready and waitiru; to start all activity 
• TJ~ management is on its starting 
blocks. prepared/Or a flood of orders. 
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blood 
blood and guts fnformal 

violence shown on television. fihn, or In 
the theatre, whore pllOpiG arll soon being 
Injured or kllled • It u.ovs all blood ond 
guts. I r:ame out feeling quite ill. 

be after sb's blood 
to want to catch 110meone in order to hurt 
them or punish them • He'd clwued them 
and n.ow they were cifter f1is blood. 

be baying for blood &·iti.$11 
if a sroup of poop lo 2ro bAy ins for blood, 
the}' want someone to be hurt or 
punished • Families of the victfms Ulel"e 

bqyingfor blood during the trial. 

be out for blood 
if )'0\.1 are out for blood, you ~re 

determined to find someone to attack or 
blame for something • ThtsJ? people art 
out tor brood and (f tht:Y find out ;>IQU 're 
involved)'cu're in seriouJ trouble. 

blood. sweat and tears 
a lot of effort end suffering • This house 
is tfte result Q[ 3 years' blood. sweat and 
tears. 

burst/bu:$t a blood vessel informal 
1 muse a lot of effort doing something • I'd 

lUre the destgns as soon as posstbh, but 
don't bust a blood vessel! 

2 to become very angry and start shouting 
• He marly bUTSJ a btocd vessel when M 
Ju:ard wfrar llu:y 'd doru: toMs car. 

get blood out of a stone 
if making someone gi\•e or tell you 
something is like getting blood out of a 
stone. it is very difficult • Collecting the 
rent mot~()~ from him eadl month ts like 
getting blood out qf a stoll€. • I tried t.c 
talk tD her. bUl I may as uoell fcar;-e trfed to 
ef'l bfood out Q/ a stone. 

have blood on }'Our h.lnds 
have sb's blood on your hands 

to be responsible for someone's death 
• TM kadus Q[ this war have the blood Qf 
many thousands of proplton JheJ.r hands. 

have ta.sted blood 
if you have tasted blood, you .have 
achlevl~ a small victory which has made 
you believe :>'OU can win a more 
Important victory • The "~L.<;h team 

blood 

laSted blood In the tccal champi{)nship$ 
and want t.c play at 7latilmallel.'el now. 

seent blood 
to bel19ve that S()meone you are 
competing against is having difficulties 
or problems and to use this to get 11n 
advantage for Y<Jurself • The maooger 
luxs alrea4}· made SQme serlcus errors Qj' 
)wlgemmt and It ts clror that otJrer 
emplo)-ees sunt blood. 

sweat blood 
1 tn V.'Orl< upry hllrd • ~ SOJ.'$ thllt writir1g 

does net c:ome naturally t.c hfm and he 
su.'eat.s tllood Ol.-tr et;cry senter«. • I sweat 
blood coery week just to earn enough 
11U.ln0' toft«j my famll)! 

2 to feel very worried or anxious • lVe 
suoeated blood as we waited for the pollee 
t.c phone, TWt knowing if Charlie U.IQS alive 
ordood. 

Dlood is U3Cd in the foUo~ phrase:! 
connected with people's feeling$ and 
emotions. 

blood and thunder 
a speech or performance that is loUd and 
fuU or emotion, especially anger • We sat 
through 2 hours of blood and thundu and 
comeoutfeelingexlulusted. 

sb's blood Is up 
If someone·s blood Is up, the>• are very 
angry or ex"Cited l!lbout 3omething and 
ma,y act in a violent wgy • Now 1bm's 
blood W<~J up - he ran at Bob waving hls 
}iJrs. 

draw blood 
to make someone very angry or upset 
• He am'tlYS draws blood wi.lh his film 
reviews. 

make sb's blood boll 
to make someone \fery angry • W11en I 
$OW the rude IL'OY she rolked to him it f7UllU 

my blood boil. 
sb's blood bolls • His blood boiled when 
he th.ougfll ClboUf hOIO urifab·zy lie 'd IJeen 
mra~. 

make sb's blood run cold 
make ab's blood OJrdle 
if sometb.iru! makes someone's blood run 
cold, i t makes them very frightened 
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• I heard a scream which m.adl? my l!lood 
nmccld. 
sb's blood runs cold 
sb's blood curdles • Steph 's blood ran 
cold as w ~rd. so~one move fn IJU? 
sfuJdows. 

spit blood 
to speak or behave in a v.w that shOws 
you are \ 'efY angry • Afkr hu $JJUCII, 
propk wllo she had crl liclzed u-ere spitting 
blood. 

Blood is Mlso used In tho following 
phrases to refer to the connections that 
exist between members of the same 
fam1ly. 

Blood Is thldc.er than water. 
somethlna that you say whk:h means 
famlly relationsh ips are stronger and 
more important than other kinds of 
relationships, such as being ft·iends 
• They .sa,y blood ts thicker than u.-ate1; so 
IIOUJ came so maey fnrnfltes hate each 
other? 

a blood brother 
a man who has promised to treat anothc&· 
man as h1s brother, often ln a ceremony 
1n which they cot themselves and mix 
their blood together • We were blood 
brothi!TS- I was fl!ady to die for trim. 

be In theJyour blood 
1f an ability or a skill Is 1n somcone's 
blood, they have It naturall$. usually 
be<:ause it already exists in their family 
or is a tradition of their soelal group 
• She's o uvmdflj!JI danc£r just like lU?r 
mot11u. It must be in her blood. 

bloodied 
blood!~ but unbowed lituary 

harmed but not defeated by an 
unpleasant situation or oornpetition • I 
eiTU!11{ea bloocliea buz unlxlwetl from my 
oral exam. 

bloody 
bloody mind~ BrUish & Jl.ustralian, 

I nfi)I'I'TUJ,] 
somcoltC who Js bloody m inded makes 
dffficulUes for other people, usually by 
arguing against their actions or irteas 
without a good reason • Tfu:re's rn> reason 

wtu· 1M shouldn't do aerobics ln the 
SQua.'lll CfJIJrt - th11. t.pOrU t:Ommiun an 
just being bloody mEnded. 

give sb a bloody nose 
to defeat or da.mage someone. but not 
perm~ently or serlousi.Y • Th~ pro­
europeam sar..-e their opponents o blood) 
nc.sa fn t ile cklxlu. 
get a bloody nose • They got a bfrxx:ty 
no~ when their new saulliu channel 
failed due tO lack of_fundtrrg. 

blot 
a blot on the landscape 

something which looks unpleasant and 
spoils a pleasant view • That neuJ 
cllemtcal facJcry Js a real blot on the 
laru:ls-cape. 

blow 
blow your st~op trt/ormal 

to StlddCJ'il)• become vent aJ.tgry • .1\fzy 
motflcr bkw fWr top when slU? sow the 
mess we'dmadein thekitchtn. 

blow a fuselga:slcet Informal r 
to become \•ery angry and shout or 
beha\'e in a violent way • Jim'l l blow a 
fuse if fu finds JlOU frere. • MICil her 
lwsband rool ised Mll) much s/U?'d spent lie 
bkw a easket. 

1111 DTiV lay blow 
a blow-bY-blow ctes<a iptioo of u .., 
~ evert detail of how it ~ 
• SheiiGWmM a blOIIJ·~WQ"CCU"Iqf 
lu!rcarc:nzsh. 

blow it ill/ornwl 
to svoil your chance of achievillg 
something you want because or 
something you do or say • Sht U'().S hop ins 
tor promotfon but she bkw It when shefOI 
pregncnL • They warn to publish Ills 
autobiagraphy .sc ld 's hOJX! l1c d nesn·'t 
blow it by arguing with the publiShers. 

a blow job taboo 

the se:rual activity of touching a man·~ 
penis with your mouth and tongue to 
give him pleasure • She gave 111m a blow 
job. 

cushionfsoften tM blow 
to make a difficult e1Cpertence less 
Wlplea.sant • Free stretl parlctng ts tc be 
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abollshtd. lWt rtsfdenr.s are beinR Q/ferod 
rmuctd prta parldiiiJ permlr.s in an 
attmlptto cushU>n the blt>w. 

strike a blow for s th/sb 
to do something to support an Idea or ro 
change a situation to something which 
you believe Is good • H~ clai.ms ro be 
strtlclng o blow for gender equality by 
~rnploylng an equaJ number Qj nun ond 
women. • Tlt~s lanst o.grument wlllstrt~ 
o brow/Or fret trade wlthtn 1M EU 
Of'I'OStTt strike a blow .gatmtlat :>th/sb 
• Tht COllTt ·s tkcisU>n SlTilces a blow 
ogatnst minority ri8hls 

blows 
come to blows 

to have a f\ght or a serious argumcnr with 
someone • Demonstrators mar(y cam~ to 
blOW$ with the police during the march. 
• (often • over) It SU77LV Increasingly 
unlikely that th~ tcoo countrles wUI conu 
to blows over tht.s laust territorial diSpute 

blue 
blue blood 

someone who has blue blood Is from a 
fa.milY of the llil;hest social class • He has 
a /(Jtr bit Qj blue blood OOUrsiTIR through 
his c;-elns. 
blue-blooded • He a;nusfrom the bl~ 
blooded secJi.on of the ruling classu 

into the wide/wild btue yonct.t- /Jurory 
if you go Into the wide blue yonder, you 
go somewhere far tNiaY that seems 
excitinG because ir is not known • l htwe 
a suddtn desire ro escape, to IZ«UJ Q/f inJo 
the ldde blw }oothrand never return. 

fike blue blu" Amtrlam & AustraJian, 
old-fashioned 
if $CJI!lC()nQ or M~Mth mg dOM: ~mc>rh lng 

like blue blazes, they do lt a lat • This 
sW«JUT 1tcJws like blue blaus. 

blushes 

talk a blue streak .AmuiaJn 
to say a lot very fast • She talked a blut 
streak and u.teju.st IUJd to listen. 

until )'OU are blue In the face 
1f you say somcthlng until >'OU are blue in 
the fil.ce, you kHP sayl.ng the same thing 
acain and again bUt no ooe UstCJnS to you 
• l C'tl1l tell him to tJtzy hi.s room until I'm 
blue in theft;a, but it~ always a nuss. 

blue-arsed 
[run around/rush around etc.] like a 

blue-arsed f ly Briush & Ausrral.lon. 
frlftJrnwl 
to move around quickly trying to f\nls!1 
your work when you are very bUS>' • rc,'f 
betn ruMIIIK around Uke a blue-anfdfly 
trytng tog« tvtrythui(J orJJonk«l Wore I 
/10 on holtday. 

blue-collar 
bl~llar X 

a blu4H:Ollar worker is someone who does 
physical work. oflcn ln a factory 
• (ahva.>-s before noun) Blut collar 
workers in ~ factlJr~ c.nd shlpyords 
wue dmulnding u;age lncrw.se.s. • Tllzy 
are }wpifiR the TI(!UJ facf()ry w1U crttll:e 
tTW!fY more blue ct!lJor )oiJs. <=Jobs ror 
blue collar workers) 

bluff 
call sb's bluff 

to make someone pro .. -c that what the}' 
are saying Is true, or to makl! someone 
prove that they will really do what they 
&a)' they will do, b«ause you do not 
believe them~ U you are play inc a card 
game and you call someone'& bluff, you 
force them to show you the cards the)' 
have. • Alice C41Ud h.ts bllif/ and dartd 
him to tell e~.-.uyone what he knew about 
flo. 

blushes 
save/spare sb's blushes B,.ltlsh & 

Au.slraltan 
to do something to prt~vent someone 
feeling embarrassed • Granger sat'lld tht 
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team's blushes by scorilll/ 1M only goolln 
tM last Fwe mlnuus of the game. • The 
audience's blushes were spared because 
tire amson had retnhVt!d all the explicit~ 
sce~~~?Sjrom the film. 

board 

across the board )<' 
if sometlung Is done, happens, or exists 
across the board, it is done, happens. or 
exists tn every part or a.t-ca l1f something 
• The company is propOsing to cut 
$pf!nding r tg h t a cro:;s the b oard . • even 
as late as September, there are still course 
<-Yicanctes across the board, although the 
mqjortzyare in scientts. 

••awlnllnt 
to be oo.w.r and legal • 'l'hl thai lDC$ 

~abW~ '".I'J. 

go by the board British, ll.menCall & 
.Australian 

go by the boards American 
if something that has been planllcd or 
arranged goes by tbc board. It does not 
happen, and 1f something that exists goes 
by the board, it ends • All Oftr c.arVUI 
arrangements werrt by the tx>ard when 
1M trip liX!S cancelhd at the last 
minute. • When miXkrn machinery 
was introduced, Old-fashfoned printing 
method$ went by the board. 

onboard ) 
If someone is on board, they arc working 
with an organl2at1on or group of people 
• A TIRW financial director hils ~n 
brought on board to hLlp us assess the 
cost o{ tl?eproiea. • 'Riehcpe £o hat-e a new 
doctor on board lzy the end Q/ the monlh. 

swoep the board British 
to wtn all the wizes or wtes in a 
oompetition or an election • Her faust 
.fltm SWf'Pl the boord.5 at taSI nfJihO; 

cinema autards. • The liberals look set UJ 

sweep thL board in the local elections. 

take on board sth 
to undCI'Siand and accept ideas and 
opi.nions which may change the way you 
beha\'e in the future • lJankS nero to take 
em board tlu! views Of their custtJmers.. • It 
seems that yQUntJ prop/.e areFma/ly Wking 

on board the message that It's not roolUJ 
smoke 

boards 
tread the boards 

to act 1n the theatre • SQ you're treading 
tht boards these da}-s. Emma. Earnlng 
any money? 

boat 
miss the boat A 

ro be too late to get something that you 
want • Anyoi?R still hoping for concert 
tickets will discooer they have missed the 
boaL • lsmtoff myunh.wsi.tyapplico:Jion 
Ol tile l4st minuce lllld nearly missed the 
boot. 

pulh tllellloelt out Brllbh 
to spend a lot of money or 11\Cft mctler 
tban you usuallY do. especially wheo 
are telebratiiiB • AI if's your IJil1hdi&; 
thilrk -«rn IRUh * botu out tmdhawtJ 
bolllc~ ~ ·~bnes+ ftJJj 
T1iiY ~ push«J 1M boolOUl/()r June'i 
lllfddlnll. 

rock tJ\41 boat illformal )( 
to do or say something th.1t cau:;~::; 

problems, ~ecially if )'OU try to change 
a situation which most people do not 
want to change • 1-l~ cerllliJJly don't want 
a~U'One rockinR the boat just before the 
eJtcr.lon. • I trw:/ to SURRest a feu; ways in 
which 1.00 ml[rllr t.mprove our imaee an4 
was told t-.ery firmly not to rock the boat. 

bob 
Bob's )lour un<le! Urltlsll &AtiStraltan, 

Informal 
somethinc that you say after you ha,.e 
C:l.'}llained hOw to do something, to 
emphasize that It will be slmple and 
successt\ll • You stmply put on thl! stain 
remouer. trove ft for an llour find Doh's 
your uncle. tile stain's ROT!e. 

bodi~e-ripper 

a bodlco-rlpp•r humorous 
~;~romantic book, usually where the story 
happens a long time ago. in whk:h the 
characters show very strong emotions 
• She's wriUen a serious novel, not somt 
soncf bodke-rippr:r: 



body 
body • nd soul 

1£ you do something or ~lieve something 
body and soul. you do it or ~Ueve 1t 
completely • She dldicoted hu'sel/ to her 
rtSfOI"Ch. body and soul. 

~ body blow mainlY British )( 
somethmg that caw.-es serious dlfficul~· 
or disappointment · TA~inl: the court case 
uw a body blow co animal rigliis 
campaiGni'I'S. • Hu hopes of a>ntpetinJ: in 
the O(>•mpics wert tholt o bodJI bloro 
wh8n slit/ell and ill}urcd he back. 

kHp body and soul togother 
to jw.t ~ able to pay for tlte things that 
you need m order to li\'e • ~r,. can barely 
keep txxzy and rout togft}wr on u'hat lu 
00,.71.$. 

bog 
bog standard Brltlsh.ltlfOrmrrt 

oompletely or<.linary • I JUSt want a 
contpletely buJI standard washing 
machint. 

boil 
go off the boll 
1 BrillsJ1 & Al~trolum to become 1~ 
s~.ssfu.l • Mer wmnlnR thm' first two 
111(1Ldt~ this SfO.SOn, 1M Frendt l«JJn mm 
to haw gone off tlu boll 

2 Brillsh if a sltU8bon or feeling goes off 
the boil, it becomes less ur;ent or tess 
slr<lllg • Tilt housin.R Wile has /l011C off 
lite boU recentl}l tl#spiu OJW11Pl$ to rwiue 
public intwtSL • Our Q/Jalr wnt Q/1 tile 
boil wlren 1 di:.co~JD'Wl he uw marritd.. 

on the boil lJrlttsh 
if asituat!onor feelln& Is on the boll It Is 
\'er)' strong or actiw • The corruptum 
scandal Js bdng lr.:ptun tl~ boll by a sc.riQ 

of new reodations. 

boiling 
read\ boiling point 

if a :~it\Ultion or an emoUon reaches 
bolli:ng poinr, il ~comes impossible to 
control bccauso the emotions ilwolve(l 
arc so strong • Public anger n.>aclwi 
ooutng pofnl w11en troops were called In to 
consrol prot~-ters. 

bona fide 

bold 
as bold as brass )( 

wi th too much oonfiden~ • He walkM up 
to me bold a.s brass and askt!d if I had OilY 
spare chl:utge. 

bolt 
bolt upright 

in a positirm where )IOU are sitting up 
with your back very straight • Ht wokt to 
see h£r sitting boll upright buiiJ# him and 
wondered what was the maJ.to: 

• bolt from the btu. 
• bolt out of the blue 

something that you do not c.'"()Cct to 
happen and that surprises you 'oery 
much • The news th4l /My luuJ got 
married was a bolt from the bl~. • Hf 
~.nux/ 11:> be wry happy In his)ob. so Iris 
resignatlon cam~ as a bolt out of the 
blue. 

shoot your bolt 
to usc all your energy tryins to do 
somcth tng. so that you do oot hm·e 
enough energy left to finish It • (never l.n 
oontinuous tenses) By ~end Of the tlurd 
lap It UJ(JS ob!Jiou:s tlwt she htul sllot her 
bolt. and tlu! OvtadiJJn runn~ took the 
lead. 

bomb 
go (like) • bomb British &Australian. 

informal 
to be very suooessfu.l • JudP,Ing from tile 
nets.! they·re maktng. tlw party must bt 
comg like a bomb. 

go l ike a bomb British & .Au.urouan. 
Wormal 
if a vehicle goes Uke a bomb, it can move 
very fast • Hr!TIT)I 's 11ow sponscar coes like 
an ab$Qlutc bomb. 

put a bomb under sb Briti.Sh & Australian 
1£ you want to put a bomb under 
someone, you want to make them do 
thmgs faster • rd liM 10 put o bomb 
rlllder tJJJJSe solicitors. 

bona fide 
bonafide 

if someone or somethinG is bona nde. 
tl1ey arc what they seem to be and they 
are not tryi.n8 to deceive you • T11c new 



lmmib·>-allcn pclicy is ,~;q ~vcrc it risk3 

rejecting bona~ political n:{ugees. 

bone 

be bo1:1e dry 
be as dry .as a bone 

to be completely dJ:y • The ground tooS 

bone dry 0/Ur 3w~ without rain 

bel bone Idle British 
to be very lazy • Shes boneidle - shejust 
$its around the ho~allday wau:hlng TV. 

be dose to the bone 
be near the bone 

if something you say or write is close ro 
the bon~. 11 is close to the truth In a way 
that 1nay offend someone • He said he was 
only jcklng, but I! is wmments ~ a bit 
close to the bone. • Your rtmaric abl>ut 
JYMJplR. wiJO'l.-e bt>rn. in t1'0ubk with the 
police was very near the bone. 

be cut to the bone X 
if a service or an amount of mone}• is cut 
to the bone, it is reduced as much as 
possible • How C'~ we cr~ate quality 
programmes when OUJ' /wu:llng /ta.s been 
cut to the bl>m? 

hefshe doesn't have a (Jealous, me.an, 
unkfnd etc.) bone j n his/her b~ 
S<Jmething that you say in order to 
emphasize that S<Jmeone is not jealous. 
mean, unkind etc. • He'd never 
ikliberatel:v hurt ~ne's feelings - he 
doesn't hm.oe a mean bl>ne In his body. 
there Isn't a [mean. jeaiOU$, unkind 
etc.) bono In sb's body • She w='t the 
possessiue type, and there li-'CISn't ajeo.hws 
bone in her bl>dy. 

Bone is used in the following phrases 
connected with :~rsuing or feeling 
annoyed about s.omethl.nil 

hCIVCdotlethathAa a&\J10l'ed )'IN • I htrtKa 
bone to pick with you. Df4 JOU «<t lh4l 
dlocolt*mtnastl ttlll&ltJVflt6/Dt"m':"teo? 

bones 
I (can) feel it in my bones . ./ 

something tllat you sa.>' when you a~ 
cer1aln something is true or will happen, 
altflou,gh you ha-re no proof • So17U!tlllng 
terrible is gotng to hiJppen. 1 feel it in my 
bones. 

make no bones about sth ? 
to say clearly what you think or feel 
although you may embruTass or offend 
wmeone • He made no bones abl>ul hts 
disstJJWacJfOil wtrh the service in the 
llotel. • SIJ<J makes no bones ahcmt 
wanttng John ro leave. 

bon mot 
a bon mot 

a f\mny Qf clever .rem!!rk • Wilde'$ bon~ 
mots aN legendary~ 

bon viveur 
a bon vlveur mainly BrlJish 

s.omconc who enjoys good food and wine 
• A noted bon vivew: he had a passion for 
French cuisine. 

boo 
not say boo Amertcan, l'lfCR·mal 

to say nothing• ShecxpccMdtl!cbossUJbe 
really angry, bulhedidn't say boo. 

woufdn't say boo to a goose British, 
ill{ormnl 

wou!dn't say boo American, irl[orrTUJl 
wouldn't say boo to a fly l'ulstrali.an, 

tn}'ormal 
if someone wouldn't say boo to a goose. 
tMy are slly and nervous • Slle wouldJl'l 
~·boo toog~. so 1 dlm't think slw'scut 
our Jbr a career in the poli~. • 1 remember 
her as a quiet little girl who u~uf.dn't sa,y 
boo. 

book 
crack a book American, informal 

to open a boo.k in order to study • (usually 
negative) I llat>en't SWI hCJ' crack o bl>ok 
and the French test ts tomorrow. 
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go by the book )( 
do sth by the book 

to do somethinG exactlY as too rules tell 
YOU • .\ily /au.':}'t1' afwa:vs E:Of.S slrictly by 

1M book. • This Is a prit'(Jlt deaf-wt don't 
ha1.-e tod(J everything by the book. 

in my book informal X 
in my opinion • She ·s nevu fifd to me, and 
m trl,>' {)()()k t /ult rounts/or a lot.. 

road sb like a book 
if YOU can read someone like a book. you 
know c..uctly what they an> feeling or 
thinking without having to ask • You're 
bored. crm't ;ou? I can rood you like a 
book. 

You can't judge • book by Its cover. 
something that ~·ou say which means you 
c:annot judge the quality or character of 
someone or something just by looking at 
them • She doc.sn't look ti'eT)' intelligent, 
bul;'OUcan't)udgea book by Us cover. 

Book Is used ill the foU:>V<inJ: phrases 
connected with punishing people. 

bring sb to book British & Australian 
to punish someone • (usually passive) A 
crtme has bun committed and whbet;er is 
rvsponsibfr must be brought to booJc.. 

throw tho book ;at sb tn{ormal 
to puni.~ or critici.u someone as 
severely as possibll' • It lf.as th.-ftfth tirru. 
Frank hod been arrested /or drink· 
drlvin& so the judge threw the book at 
him. 

books 
be in sb's good b a Db lfiJbnrttJJ 

1C you are in someane's (IOOd boOics. tbey 
are pleased w!th you • I diJontd 
balhroom>~w.nretn Mllm._/I()Od 
books. 
Oi+Oiilt be In sb's bad bel ails il' lh1JU1fl' 
• He's In .v.lanie~ bod lJoola bec:auSIIU 
arrlrttd z hour.:r kJte. 

cook the books infornwt 
to record false information 1n the 
accOUllts of an organizlltion, especiaUy 
ln order ro steal money • (usually m 
wntinuous tenSeS) One of thR directDTS 
had been cooking IM bocks and the jlrm 
IWL1 been losing money for )'«lTS. 

boots 

hit the books American & Austrollon. 
informal 
to study • I oon 't go ouJ tonighJ. I've cot to 
hit r.lle books. 

That'SIThert'l one for the books. British, 
AnWrlcan & Australian. illformal 

That's/There's a tum-up for the books 
Drltisli &Austrolfan. informal 
something that you sa)' when somethlni 
strange or surprising happens • M)' sister 
stllyed in on a Sawrday night! Tlicro's one 
for the books. • That's a turn·up for the 
books - a Frenchman who loves English 
food. 

boom 
lower the boom Amerlcon.lll[ormal 

to suddenly stop someone doing 
something you do not approve of • Dad 
lou'el'ed the boom. Iltave to sttU• i'n tile nexc 
tu:o w.zekends. 

boot 
give sb the boot )( 
1 injbrmat to stop employing someone 

• They ga~-e him tile boot/or swearing at 
Ills numager. 
~t the boot Wormal • Did she tdl.>•ou 
wJtyshegottheboot? 

2 Informal to end a romantic relaUonshjp 
with someone • She caw hfm the boot 
because he u;'Ouldn't step talking about hls 
e;c.gtr(friQids. 

put the boot In Bririsl1, Wormaf 
1 to make a bad situation worse • He lost 

his job and then his wf/e put the boot In by 
annound.ng she u.ra..'>leat,;ing hfm. 

2 ta attack someone by kicking them again 
and again, usuallY when they are lying 
on the ground • Four ku1s pushed him 
downandthenput tl~ boot in. 

boots 
die with your boots on >( 

to die v.1lile }'OU are still actively invol:vcd 
hl your work • I netw want to retire - I'd 
ratherdlewiJli my boots on. 

hang up your boots 
to permanently stop playing a sport 
• A/~r a disasrrous S€aSOn it is nUTUJUre.d 
thai GreiJOrJI nuzy hang up his boots oM~ 
aniljbroiL 
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lick sb's boots lrifbrmaJ X 
to try too hard to pleASe S<>meonC' 
important • I'm net prepared to /.l.ck 
somron.e's boots to gel a promot/cn; 
boot-licking • Far too rr.uch J>oot-lk.king 
coos on in this office. 

bootstraps 
haul/pull yourself up by yoUr bootstTiilps 

to improve you1· situation by your own 
cUorts without an,y help from other 
people • .Uy father pulled hims€lf up llY 
llts boctsrrapst.o bccom~ one Qf the rlcliest 
men in thecountr,t 

bore ).:-
bore the.> arse off sb Rritisft& Australian. 

ver:>' informal 
bore the ass off sb Am~.riccm. very 

ilifomwt 
to make someone very bored • These 
wUdltfe prQIIYammes bore tlle arse o.fl me. 

bored 
be bored to death/tears 111/ormal X 
bE bored stiff itl[ormal 

to be very bored • The speeches wmt on 
loran hem: lumborcdtJJdeath. 
bore sb to death/tears 
bore sb s tiff • Thatfllmbored me to tears. 

born 
born and bred 

if you were born and bred in a place, you 
waN born and grew up in that plaoc and 
have the t,)·pical d1aracl('r of someone 
who lives there • (often + in) She was 
born and bred in Jamaica but now Jllii!S In 
France. • He'$ a Loncloner born and bred. 

be born with a silver spoon in your 
mouth 
to oo th.e son or daughter of a ~·ery rich 
family • His compLete ladi of concun 
tJbcut morwy is natural oJ sc~tw who 
was bom with a silver spoon In their 
nwuth. 

1/ho/sho wasn't born yesterday ! 
somelhlng that you say in order to teU 
someone that a person is net stupid and 
cannot oo easUy deceived • You'd ~tter 
think c{ a /x!tter excuse ahout the dl!nt in 
l'll)'lllr. I wa.:rn·t born)-eslmia)~Y<JU lmow! 

• l'bu ca11'r ~ J..'OUT mother co bdf.evc 
that - sfw u:asn't born y4s~rd~·! 

bosom 
in the bosom of sb literary 

if you are in the bosom of a sroup of 
people. especially your fami.lY. you aro 
with people who love you aJ1{) make )'OU 

feel safe • She was glad to be home again. 
back In the lx>som of lu!r family. 

bossy 
a bossy boots British & Australian. 

lnjonnal 
an impolite way of describinc: someone 
who al\v~'S tells other people what to do 
• Karen'ssrteh a bossy boots- ordtring us 
artJund all thi ttme. 

bottle 
hit the bottle 

to start drinking too much alcohol 
regularlY. usu.."llly m order to forget your 
problems; • He lnst hi~ Jc;b and hit the 
bott le. 
l:lo on tho bottle • She u:a.sn't makillll 
mrteh scn .. c:c wllcn I talkRI:J to her. I tllink 
she's on the bottle again. 

bottom 
sb's bottom drawer 

the things a young woman collects to use 
in her home after she is married • J'uf! 
given her somo sib.,--er cutl~ry for her 
boUom drOlWl: 

sb's bottom liM 
the lowtst amt>lmt of money that 
some-one Is willing to gi\'c or receive lll 
pa..vment for something • M)• bDUDm line 
on this job is $S000- 1 can't do ilfor less. 

the bo~om drops/falls out of the 
market 
if the bottom drops out of the market or a 
product. noople stop buying it • The 
boUCJm ftll ow Of tile an market and 
dealerS Wl!l"e le/1 with hundreds of 
rmsalcabfe paintings. 

the bottom line 
1 tnt m t portant fru:t m J\ $itull n 

• ~botrnln liM is thnr /I(CP[e:S Jwzlth is 
a iSk ~'- t • sm[>ke. 

2 the total amount of money that a 
business makes or loses • TM bottom line 



is wl'lat counts In most companies thtsc 
day. 'I. 

at the bottom of the heapJpile 
i.u a worse situation than am-one eU;e in a 
group ot people • Tllou at tile bottJJm of 
the /wlp ful thaJ society has/ailed r/wn. 
• TM 110/'TUI.lcss are at the bottom cif the 
prU! witlr little hope Q/ improving their 
situolioiL 

be bumping along the bottom Britim 
if an economic system is bumping along 

tbP bottom, it is woliting \·ery slo9.iy 
• 'With the erorwmy bumping a~ng the 
bolfom. ilSWTIS unli.Jie/yarry MWjobs wlll 
be created. 

be/lie at the bottom of sth 
to 1M! the real reason for something 
unpleasant • 1 don't know for cetain rt!hy 
she dislikes 100. but 1 SUS/>t'C1 }oo.lous)• ls 
at the bottom of i t.. 

from the bottom of ~'OW' hoart 
with sincere feeUng • l~~ would ltke tiJ 
tlzanl-: }IOU fmm the bottom of our hearts 

Jcrallyour-:.
0

hei;;lp;;.;c;;;!h'"----- -
gttto 1he botbn ofsCh 

to cltsclo\w the trllth ,about a sit1ladon 
• (often + Question word) ,.,. Jbmil)l 
/ifl(llly l:f'l to 1M bottDm of~ tMir lJo,y 
u:as JcUJed. • HDu• will Jrwm~tOTS ea t.o 
the bottom of 1/11! affoiT with *' liltJ# 

~~r----------~ 
knock the bottom out of sth informal 

to harm something and make it weaker, 
l'speetally by takin g awey the thins it 
needs 1n order t o continue or be 
su~l • Ben losing his P,IJ has 
JJwcl;ed the buuom our of our pions ro btzy 
a houS<!. 

bottomless 
a bottomless p it X 

someone or somethillS that always needs 
or wants more of whatever they are 
gi\-en, especially money • It's a poor 
COun/TY with a bottomw pit of deb/. 
• Seb'll eaJ anp food that's l~r owr. He's a 
bottomless pit! 

bound 
be bound and cktermlned A/'TUI.rican 

to have a strong wish to do SQmething 
nnd to ntt allow anything to s top you 

boys 

from doin(: it • (often .- to do sth) She's 
bound and rkrermiru!d to make her career 
tn medtcalrrsoorcll. 

bounds 
be out of bounds 
1 if an area is ont of bounds, )'OU are not 

allowed to go there • AU military sires are 
rotallycutct bounds. 

2 it an act.Mty or object Is out of bounds. it 
is not appro\'ed of or not allowed • K~glr 
fat/oodsareoutof boundsonthisdiet. 

know no bound5/<>rma/ 
it an ernotkln or Quality knows no 
bourul:;, 1t Is not Umlted • Tom's loyal()' t9 

the company knouos no bounds. 

bow 
bow and scrape 

to try too l\8Rl to please someone in a 
POSition or authority • (often in 
oon tinuoos tenses) It 's ~mbor~ing to 
see staff bcwing Gild scropi111J to tile new 
Pr"ilM Mintsw: 

boy 
a blue-eyed boy Brlli~h & AustrulU:Jn 
a fall" haired boy Am~ricon & Austrolian 

a man who is liked and admired by 
someone in authority • He was vel")• mt/Ch 
the b lue-eyed boy Jn the o.f)!ce. 

a mummy'slmother's boy Drili~h & 
Au.ttrallan 

a mama's boy American 
a boy or man who &lows his mother to 
ha\"C too much influence on him • Derek's 
o bit Of o mummy's boy. Jiej!nlsfled uolth 
his la.ff cirlfriend bocause hi's mother 
di:;opprnved. • He uoas often depic.ted as a 
u~k-wil/ed mama's boy wirh a 
domineering mother; 

boys 
Boys wDI be boys. 

something that )'OU say which means it is 
not surprising when boys or men behave 
in a noisy, rude, or unpleasant way • He 
goes dri.nkine on a Frilkzy night and 
aliDOyS er.d.s up ln a f/g/t.L Boys will be 
boys. 

the boys in blue British & Australian 
tM police; • The boyS in blue UJ0"? round 
again /asl night. asking questiiJns.. 
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brain 
a brain box Bri.lish & Australian, in[ormczl 

a very intelli.gcnt person • Ccme on b,'Clin 
box. what's :he ansu:er? 

a brain drain 
the movement of people with education 
and skills from tl1cir own country to 
anouwr (.()Untry where they are paid 
more for their wcrk • T11ero is a brain 
drain of British tnaJhematldans :o the 
llnited Sta~ 

a bl-ain trust American & Austral ran 
a group of people with special knowledge 
or skills who give advioc to someone in a 
position ot authorlty • He joined the 
President's brain trust for the elecrion 
campaign. 

b4! brain c:Mad humorous 
lC someone Is brain dead. their mind IS 

not working effectively, usunlly bccauso 
tOO)' are \'Cry t1rOO or very bored • By the 
ttme I kove work I'm romp/etelr brain 
dead. 

be out of YOtU' brain British, [)(>J'}' 

lnformczl 
to be very drunk • By lhe time I arrived at 
the party he was out Q[ hi.s brain. 

gcrt )'Our brain In gear informal 
to make )'OW'se.II start thinking clearly 
and effectively • 1"1,-e got to get T7tJ1 broin in 
gear for the rn«ting this afternoon. 

have sth on the brain informal 
to not be able to stop thinking or talking 
about one particular thine • You've got 
cars on tlle brain. Can't we talk about 
.scm:etJiinJI else for ll cl:ange? 

rack your brain/brains 
to think 1.-ery bard, usually in order to 
remember something or to find a 
sotullon to a problem • F~J-e bctn t'al:ki.ng 
my brains but J SJill can't remtmbw who 
wrote tJ..at pltzy. 

brains 
be the brains behind sib 

to oo the person who plans and organizes 
something, especially something 
successful • He was the brains behind 
many of the best movm e11er ml!de. 

beat your brains out 
to spend a lot of time W<lrry.ing about a 
problem and thlnklng about how to deal 
with it • (often + doing sth) I've. OO?n 
beating my brains out trying ro think of a 
way of getting the mone;p to her in time. 

blowsb'S brains out 
to kill someone by shooting them in !he 
hl'.1d • After two unsUCCe$$/ul suicide 
attempts, smfl.TUlll.'l' blew her brains out. 

pick sb's mfns 
to ask for information or advice from 
someone who lmows more about a 
subject than you do • ra /(me to pick your 
brains llbout computers - you ~ to be 
the expert OI'OUnd here. 

brakes 
put the br.akes on 

to stop an activity • The government has 
put the brakES on any further $/)eillliFIIJ-

brass 
brass monkey weather British, very 

informal 
extremelY cold weather • It's brass 
monkey weat112r tcda>! tsn 't it! 
be cold enough to freeze the balls off 
a bras.s monkey Brilish, t.'e7Y ii!JQrmal 
• "~ were In Mosc.ow. and It uxJs c.old 
enoush to freeze the /){lll.s Q/f a bro.ss 
monke>~ 

tho br;sss r ing Anwrlron 
success or a reward that ~rou try to 
achieve. often by competing against 
other 'J)e()J)le • Ow aim is ro have the best 
trom In tile league- thebra.ssrtng l.s there 
klzyS, go ond gel lt . 

get down to b-ass tacks 
to start talking about the most important 
or baSic facts of a situati(lll 4:J Brass 
tacks is Cockney rhyming slang (::.: an 
Informal kind of Iangu.ag0 said to be used 
in parts of London) for facts. • Let's ge.t 
down to brass U1cks. Who's paying for all 
of this? 

have the brass {ned<) to do sth B ritish, 
lttformal 

have the brass (balls) to oo sth American 
& Australian. t.-ery informal 
to have the confidence to do something 
that ts rude or shows a lack or respect. 
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without carillR whethor PQople approve 
• HOUJ dOl'S she have tltt llross to ask for a 
dey Q/1 during our busiest period? • He 
11Cd tile brass balls to announce his 
engagtment to Sally In front of hls ex­
wife. 

brave 
put a br.ave face/front on s th 

to behave in a way that makes people 
think you are hliJlPY wl:en you are not 
• Thty 'V£ had some bad ll.t£k , but the>··~ 
put a bra11e face an their problems. • She's 
very ill but she's putting a brat-e front 
on tt. (= making peo11le believe her 
illness docs not worn· her) 
put on a bnave facalfront • He doesn't 
semz up~ about lcslng. Do JI(JII thtnk he's 
just putting on a brave faa? 

brawn 
b e all brawn and no brains 

to be physically stron11 but not very 
intelligent • I agree lw's got a good body. 
but lze'sall brawn and no brains. 

breach 
step into the bre ach formal 

to do somoone's work when they are 
suddenly not able to do it • Proft!SSor 
OoUil!r stepped into the breach when the 
gt~t Wl;UJrer failed w turn up. 

bread 
sb's bread and butt« irl{ormol 

a .iob or activity that provides you with 
rhe money you need to live • Teaching at 
tlw local Cl)l/eRe Is hls bl1?tld and bWter: 
bread and butter a bread and butter 
subject or problem 1s about th1ngs that 
people need m order to 11\-e, such as 
money and jobs • Unemployment arul 
taxes are the bread and butter ~s of 
this campaign. 

bread and cirwses 
act1vlt1cs tll.at are intended to keep 
~plo happy so lhat they do not 
complaJn about probl~ms • Tax cuts are 
just bread and ctrctJSrs tkslgned w 
distract attenium /rom the umkrMne 
eco~Wmic crisis. 

breath 

breadline 

be/live on the breadline British & 
iW.stralian 
to be very poor 1!:> rn Amerlca, 
bre.1dlincs were very poor people 
standing In a line waiting for free food 
provided by the government • Most 
families of the unemployed are on the 
breadline. • How many elderly people Ul 

BrlfDin art ltutng on the bread/~? 
be/liv e below the breaclrlne • Th~are 
immigrant familit!s U1.ing below the 
breadline in $()I1W areas. 

break 
give sb a break irl{ormal X 

to stop criticizing or bclmving in an 
unpleasant way to someone • Gtue her a 
break -she's only a child and sh6 didn't 
moon any harm. 

Give me/us a break I American & 
Australwn, informal 
something that you say when you do not 
belie,re what someone has just said 
• 'You're going Jo run a marathon? Giw 
meabn!akr 

breakfast 
eat sb for breakfast )< 

to speak angrUy to someone, or to 
criticize someone • ,\fy boss would eat me 
for broolifast i/ I aske4/or more mom.}l 

breast 
bed your breast 

to Pltbllc)y pretend th;u you feel sad or 
guiltY • Managers are beating tlreir 
breasts about the ross of so jObs. but si.Qjf 
SJJSpect mtJre redundanc:les are on the u.'Cl.)l 

breast-beating • No amount of breast· 
beating win bring lxWi those who died tn 
the crash. 

breath 
a breath of fresh air X 

someone or something that is new and 
ditl"erent and makes C\-erythtng seem 
more excltlng • AnRela's llk~ a bre{ltll Q/ 
jNSh atr wlu:n she comes ro sray. • After au 
the crtttclsm. Ms poslt iV£ comi7Unts oome 
as a breath of fresh air. 
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catdl your breath 
1 to stop breathing for a moment bc<:ause 

somnthing surprises or frightens you • I 
caught my breath whm l saw the scar on 
~rfaa. 

2 to rest for a moment after doing physical 
exercise and \lo'lllt until )'OU t:an breath 
regularly again • She $1JJpped tJ) catch llcr 
brw.lh al 1M wp of rile hiU. 

Don't h oJd your breath. 
somethlng that )'OU say In o~r to tell 
someollQ ttJat an event ls not likely to 
happen • ~ said she'd phone but don't 
lloJdyour brw.rh. 

take your breath away Y 
if something takes your breath aw9.3( )'OU 

feel surprise and admiration because it is 
very beautifUl, gOQd, or exciting • The 
booub' of the TcU Malwl rook my f»wtll 
tiiL'U)~ 

under )'OW' breath 
if you say something under your bl·eath, 
you say it very quietly so that people 
cannot hear the e:-.:act words • 1 don't 
belieLoe you.· !ihe mutterr1d undfJ' her 
brooth. 

waste your breath 
to tell or ask someone som.ethi.ng 
althow:h this will have no cl'fcct • (often 
negative) Don't waste your breath. rL-e 
aln>ady asked her whelp and s~ :said no. 
• You'd lie u:astinc your hroath reponing 
it to the polrC.e - they neL'I!r look/or stolllll 
bike$. 

a waste of breath • 1 could try and 
penuade her to stay, bur il uloutd prQ()a)Jly 
be a wasteof breatll. 

brick 
be/c:ome up against a bric:k wall 

to not be able to continue an activity or do 
something you want to do • n-..e tried 
everywhere 1 CaJI think of for funding but 
I've came up against a brick u:all. • My 
brotMr wants to leaL>e home hut he can·r 
find a lob. He's up aeamst a brick woll. 

shit a brlc:k taboo ) 
to be very frightened or worried • .1}.()• 
niece tl)()k me on til£ rollercoastu and I 
ntarly fhit c brick. 

bricks 
You c:an't make bricks without straw. 

something that )'OU say wbicn mMnS )'Ou 

cannot do something correct1y without 
the necessary materials • I nero an 
eltcfrlc drill w put these !ih~lues up, You 
can't mak~ bricks wilhout straw. 

bridge 
I' JJIWe•• cross tt~,at bt1dge when IIWII com• to It, 

$011U'!lhlng llult )'<IU say tn order to tell 
FOmeone that you will nor worry aboUt a 
possibiPproblcm but will deal Willi it if it 
hnpp~ua. • ·whotlf tlleJUBht ts ~r 
'I'll Cf'lJS$ thol brfd/11 UJhm I CVRIAI to II. • 

bridges 
buDd bridges X 

to improve relJitlooships between people 
who are 'lo'ery different or do not like each 
other • (often + between) II local charity 
b wo1-AinG to build bridges between 
difftrent etllnic crottps in rile area. 

bright 
b right and early 

very early in the morning • You're up 
briglu and earl)\ 

a bright spartc Drlrlsh&Australlan 
an intolllgcnt person Jt:> This phr.l.oo is 
onen used humorou.'ll)· to mean the 
opposite. • Some briRht spark was 
ciP.aring up and rhrcwmyUivilattonawczy. 

a bright spot 
a pl~asant or successful event or period 
of time when roost ath« things are 
Ullllleasaut or not successful • (often + 
in) TM only bright ;<;pot in Llt;upool's 
di.sa~-trous perjormana u:as c Sl~ 
goo/ in the second half. 

the bright lights 
exciting and a ttractJve people and places 
in big cities • r u:em in WITCh of rhe 
bright lrghls. but all 1 fnund IL'tlS poocrty 
tJnd lontllness. 

be as b right as a button Briltsh & 
/Wslralian 
to be inteUlgent and abli? to think quickly 
• SM WO$ bright as a button - aiiL~'S 
ask in;: uucstfuns and quick to hdp. 
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be bright and bJ'eflY 
to be happy and confident • I pet a bit 
depl'l!ssed at times. whereas Gill's always 
bright and brei!Z)~ 

look on the b right s ide X 
to try to see something good in a bad 
sit\lation • l/JQk ()(I tlw bright sidl'. The 
accident lnsuranCR might pay for a new 
car. 

bright-eyed 
be bright-eyed and bushy-tailed 

lmmorous 
to be full of energy and eager to do things 
• She was bright-eye.d and bu.sh.y-tailed 
the fii!Xt mor·ning, despite hc111ing been up 
half til£ night. 

bring 
bring out t hil bost In sb 

to make someone show or use the good 
qualitie-s they have • StnS:YUI situart.cms 
don't usually brln_g out the be~"t tnproplt. 
OPPOSm bring out the WOt'St in sb • I 
can't Slop criticizing her- she jUSI brings 
out the u~'i Cn me. 

brink 
b4l on dii brink of dcingsth 

to be 11kcly to do somclhlng very sooo 
• The .club's manager dlsmis:.'ed rtJ1011S 
that fw was on tile brink oj fRI1ing Ptler1 

Beurc/:s ' 
on the brink of sth 

1C somt,"'uc or sometllin{! Is on the brlnk 
of a simation. Lhat situauon Is llkcl}· to 
l~appen soon • The countJ)• Is on the brink 
of civil war. • We are teetering on the 
brink ofbankruptt:}~ • She [S ()tl the brink 
of intemotional stardom. 

broad 
broad (brush) strokes 

if >'OU describe a situation with broad 
StrOkes. you <lescr lbe it in a very general 
way without sh•ing any details • The 
nove! :S l1isforical bac/(groond is fllltd in 
witJ1 broad brush Slrokes. • In a few broad 
strok£s hi?smmtlEd up his beliefs. 

a broad church /JriJtsh 
an organiz.ation that includes many 
di!!erent tyves of people with differem 

brown-bagging 

opinions • The Qmgress remains a brOad 

church with members from o diversifY of 
backgrounds. 

be broad in the bea.m o/d.fashioned 
to have a large bcttom • '/'1.'$$ ha$ always 
been rather broad in til£ beam. despite all 
tho~d~ 

In broad deyDght 
lf a cr ime is comn11tted In broad 
daylight, itllappens during the day when 
It could easJl)• haw been seen and 
prevented • The man «--a:t shot at clOse 
range in brood do_plight in front o[ his 
110 /Q'e. 

broke 
go for broke ln/brma./ X 

to risk everything in ord.er to a.chim.·~ the 
result you want • She decided to go for 
broke tm4 pursue her acti118 career fuU· 
time. 

If It a in 't brok•, don't flx lt. /( 
sometlling that you sey v;hich means if a 
system or method works well thero ls no 
reason to cbangc 1t • We're llappy lqtfJt 
ou.r exam syswn ln ScotJond, and as lhe)• 
~a.v. if it ain't broke, don'tflx lt. 

Bronx 
a Bronx cheer American, fnjorTTilll 

a r ude sound you make by hclding your 
tongue bt>twMn yoor tips and blowing 
• Cindy turned around and blew a Bran..>: 
che<:r at the ktds who'd bt>m teasing her. 

brown 
1M as brown as a ~rry JJr/Ush & 

Australian 
if someone Is as brown as a berry ~1r 
skin has become much darker because of 
the effecl:ll of the sun • She's as brown as 
o ben)• afler a munt.h in Grr!ece. 

brown-bagging 
brown-bagging Am{lrican, informal 

taking }·our own rood, usuaUy in a bl'O'NTI 
paper bag, to eat in me middle of the day 
when you are not at home • JH1'l:e stepped 
brown,.baggtng - trs roo C()/d ncu: ro oot Jn 
thepa~*. 

brown-bag • (alw~ys befure ooun) \Vc 
luu:i our metJtms over a brown-bag lunc./1. 
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brownie 
earn/get brownie points t1t{ormal 

to get praise or approval for something 
you have done • I tJwugllf I miRhJ Retscme 
brownt~ polnrs by htlplng to organJz~ tl~ 
part}\ 

brown-nose Y 
brown-nose iriformal 

to try too hard to please someone. 
cspooially someone in a position of 
authority, 1n a way that oUlCl" people filld 
\U'IPI~SIInt • 1'he rut of the dass were 
sick 0/ WOlching him brown-nose. 

brows 
knit )'OW' brows llterory 

to mo..-e ~'QW' eyebrows {• the hair abo~ 
your eyes) closer together \Yllen you 11re 
worried or thillldllg carefully • Sasha 
kniJted her brows as slw fistenfd to tl1e 
sJormforet:4SL 

brunt 
bear/Uke the brunt of sth 

to receh-e the worst part of something 
unpleasant or harmful, such as an attack 
• The oldest parts of the town bon the 
brunt (J/ the missile arUJCks. 

bubble 
the bubble bunts 

a very happy or successfUl period of time 
suddenly ends • (usually in past tenses) 
7"ht econonzy teas boomin& then the 
bubblt burst with the SliJckmarktt crash 0/ 
Ocrober 198'1. 
burst tJw bubble • Thdr rU$1 argU~T~Wt 
burst the bu~. 

buck 
buck naked Amuiccn & .AJJstralian. 

informal 
completely naked • 1 eot a slwck wl1tn I 
saw her sUtJnR lmck naked, drink tn 
IIams, watching Tv. 

The buck stops here. 
something that you say l.n order to tell 
someone that )'OU will take responsibility 
fOr a sltuatkln or problem • H-i? carry out 
aft the safety le$ts in this ~"'lit, S-' 

the buck stops here. 

11M buck steps with sb. • 111$ pollee 
aut11ortud the raid and the)' must occtpt 
that the buck slops with tlwn. 

make a fast/quick buck .American & 
Australian. informal X 
to eRrn money quicklY and often ina \\'l!Y 

that is not honest ~ A buck is an 
informal word for a doUar (= a unit of 
money in Ametica). • Times are hard 
you haw to make a fast buck wflertv" 
and ltowet-er .)'Oi l can. 

pass the buck )( 
to hlame someone or to make them 
responsible for a problem that you should 
deal with yourself b ln the card game 
poker, the buck is an object passed to the 
~rson who wins 1n order to raml.nd them 
that they must be the Orst person to gtvc 
money for Ule prize in the next game. 
• <sometimes - to) Parents often try to 
pass tM buck ro teachers wllcn children 
misbehat:i! in ~r;hool. • Bus companies an 
just passing the bucJI by saying their 
drtvm an nspon.slblefor delays. 

bucket 
kick the bucket informal X 

to die • Didn't ycu lu!ar? He kicked the 
blldret. Had a heart aUIJCk, I think. 

buckets 
swoat buckets Wom1al 

to swear ( = ICJse water through y()Ur skin) 
a lot • I was su.-eatill8 buckets under my 
pla.sdc rain JacJM. 

bucks 
a bucks party Australian 

a p;1rty tbr a man wh.o is eoing to eet 
married to which only hls male friends 
are invited • I got a bit drunk at Pert's 
bucks party and disgraced myself 

bud 
nip sth In the bud 

to pre..-errt a small problem from getting 
\\'Orse by stopping it soon after it starts 
• Tile strw was nipped in the bud by some 
clever negotiation. 

buff 
in the buff old-/a.shiol'l£d 

naked • Became out of the bedroom ln rM 
b/4! 
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buffers 
hit the buffilrs British 

If a plan or actlvlty hits tile buiTors, It 
falls to develop or Is s topped Jb The 
buffers are two pieces of metal at the end 
of a railway line that a ttaln will hit if it 
does not stop. • The wlks hit t il$ b1if[m 
after only 4 hours. 

built 
be built lib a brick shithouse British& 

Australian, tJel)' i1i/ortmJl 
1l somoonc is bu.Ulliko a brick shlthousc. 
they are wry strong and very big • 1 
u.mn't ~:olng to argue wEJh him - he. was 
built like a m·lck shithoose.. 

be built like a tank 
if a person or a vehicle is built like a 
tank, Uley are \ 'Cry strong and vclj' big 
• Th.ese.carsart built like tanks.. • I should 
imagine he's pr6(JI strong -he~~ huilt like 
a tank. 

be built on sand X 
1l somcthl..n.g ls bullt on sand. It Is not 
fm:n.l y established and ls IJ.kel.v to fail 
• They seem quite happy 1WW but I hat'fr a 
feeling tJuu this marriage is buill on sand. 

bull 
be like a bull in a china sho p 

to often drop or break things because you 
move awkwardly or roughly • Rob's like a 
bull in a d1lna shop -don't let him near 
those plants. • She's like a bull in a china 
shcp when it comes to dealing with 
peop/e'sfl?elfngs. (=behaves in a way thnt 
offends people} 

like a bull at a g.ate 
if you oo somettliJJR like a bull at a gate, 
you do it ''Cl"Y quickly • A/wants tcflntsh 
the shdl.'i!S todtzy so he's going at them 
like a bull at a gaU. 

take the bull by the horns 

to do something difficult in a determined 
and confldllll1 way • W1zy dM 't you take 
the bull by the horns and WI him tol«<r.'f!! 

bullet 
bite 1he bullet X 

to make yourself do somcthtng or accept 
something difficult or unpleasant 
I!::J When army doctors performed 

bum 

painful operations without drugs, they 
g.aw patients a bullet to put between 
their teeth. • They decUhd IIJ bite. the 
bullet and pay 1M extrofor t il$ hoose tile)' 
nall)l U'llnted. • Cor drit't!TS art biting the 
bullet qfWr anotJ1cr rise in petrol prices. 

bullets 
sweat bullets Anu!rican, informal 

to be very worried or frightened • He was 
sweatif18 bulle.ts by tJUJ time tM police had 
fin /.shed QUtStlOnifl8 him. 

bull-headed 
bull-headed 

someone who is bull·headed is 
dtltcrmined to do exactly what they want 
to do. and does not think about what 
other people want • He's compld.ely bull· 
lleaded. 1 asked him not tc throw our that 
old table. but he dfd it Qtzyl«<Jl. 

bully 
Bully for you! il'l[ormal 

somctluug that you say when you do not 
think what someone has done desel"\·cs 
praise or admiration, although they 
think it does • 1 deaned the whole house. 
>'f!Sierda)~ • 'Bully for you!' 

a bully pulpit American 
an important job or position that 
so,moone can use to persuad~ other 
people to acoept their ideas • The 
presicidlcy ts a rccnderful bully pulpit IIJ 
oonr.•ince tile cormrry of til£ ruwd for a 
balanced budget. 

bum 
a bum rap American, ill{ori7Ull 

blame or ptmistunent that 1s not fair 
• Teachers are getting a bum rap from 
peopk wllo say they don't work Icard 
enough. • Slw was sent up tc 1M 
pen~nttaryona bUmrop. 

a bum steer American&: AU.$trollan, 
irlfori7Ull 
information that is not correct or not 
helpful • TM buS driver gave liS a bum 
steer and Wtl endetl up mi!esfrom tvlwre we 
wanted to go. • Hh' suggestion to eat at 
that litUe Italian rostaurant IDa$ a bum 
steu. ( = a bad suggestion) 
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the bum's rush Aml!ric:an. f'I[Ormal 
the tlction of get tlng rid of someone who 
Is flO( wanted • TM p/l()tograpluJr was 
gr~-en the bum'S riJ$h by two pollcenum 
guordlng 1M offlct. • W1U' do 1 /etl I'm 
gt~liflll thl! bum's rush? When on ;-oo of)' 
to! 

bump 
l ike il bump on il log Am~trimn, ltiformol 

if someone s its or stands somewhere like 
a bump on o. loc, they do not react 1n a 
UReful or helpful way to the activities 
hl\J>penlng around them • f)()n 't just sit 
tluJre like o bump on a log, co~m and Mp 
us! 

bumper 
bumper to bumper 
~hlclos thnt are btm\per co bwn&:>er tire 
in a lllle one llfter anothe1· and are 
moving ~ery slowly or stopped • Cors 
u:ere lined up bumper lO bumper along tltc 
whr>le length of t he rood. 
bumper·to-bumper • (always before 
noun} ne wut cau:ht In hUmper-ro­
bumper traJru;Jor owran hour: 

bun 
have ,. bun In the oven Drtrfsh & 

Austral ion, humorous 
to be lll"egnant • 1 hear "md}·'s cot a bun 
in t /u) 0/Jtn. 

bundle 
il bw\dle of joy mformol 

a b.'lb)• • TI!Jw da)'S oflLT I~ birth. 
Sondra IDOk flciTII] her lfltle bundle~ joy. 

not be a bwldte of laughs Informal 
to not be entertaining or enjO)-able 
• She's not a bundle Q/ laughs, your 
cousm. • Tht funoal wasn't £xactly a 
bundleQ/ laughs. 

not go • bundl• on sth Briti.sl1. iriformal 
to not hke something • T don't coo bundle 
onAnnt'Smwllain:uL 

bunnies 
fuck like bunnies Amcrlcan.ro.boo 

if pooplc f\tck lil<o btumies thoy prod\tt4! 
too man,.v hoblcs ~ry quickly • 7'en kids! 
TMS4 fJ#OpUjUck I~ bunn.ks. 

burn 
bum your boats Brltl.sh & Au.strallan 
burn }'OUr bridges RriJish, Ameri.am & 

Austrolion 
to do something that mtlkes it impossible 
tbr you to change your plans and go back 
to ~situation you ~~ ln bef<lnl • SM 
didn"t IMIIt tO burn htr boots by asking 
for a divon:c. so she Slll:Kt.sted o trial 
~parotion lnsuad. • I'd olrtcdy burned 
my bridges IJ1iJh my prrvious tmplctper by 
publiclycriticizinl; t~ir {Jf1)dua5. 

burning 
have 5th burning a hole in your podlet 

humorous 
if someone has money burninlf a hole in 
their pocke-t. they y;ant to spend it as 
soon as possible • J llad a Jf/01 dolh:tr bill 
that was burning a hDie In m,y pot:ket. so 1 
figurt'd rd go out and oove o nall.y good 
time. 

bush 
bush league Amutctlll, tnformal 

not done to the usual or accepted 
standardl; • His art/de u'O.S o bush league 
stullt to discredit the company. and he has 
opolc£1zet1. 

the bush tel•..,t\ Brinsh & Au.stralwn 
the "'·ay 1n which people quickly pas.s 
important lnlormntlon to other people.>. 
e-specially by talking • .f\'411$ of thl! 
rrdwtdanciH sprcod tmml!dlaleJ.y M thl 
busll ttlegropll. 

beat about/around the bush 
to H\'Oid talking about 11 difficult or 
ernbarrtlssing subject because you lin! 

worried about upsettim: the person 
)'OU are talking 10 • (usually negative} 
Dolfi beat urvuml tlu: buslt. Ju~t refl 
me where my brother ls. • Thm Js no point 
in beatinG al)out the bush. rm leauinc 
you. 

bushes 
beat tf1e bushes American 

to try very hard to &,'Ct or achieve 
somcthll)8 • SluJ'$ n()(, out theN btasmg 
the bushe$ for a job - she's just as hJJ.pp)' 

oot working. 



busin@ss 

business Is business 
something that }'OU say which means tho 
purpose of business is to make a profit, 
and that other things. such as personal 
feelings, must not be allowed to prevent 
this • Business is busine-SS. and if your 
/rimd can't prochtet. the work on time, I'll 
haoo fD find sonteOne~ 

the business end lnftJrmal 
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the busiuess elld of a weapQn or tool is 
tltc end wblch does tltc damage or \\'Ork 

• Slit screomed u:Jum she found herself 
Jadng thebusiMSsmdof h/sgun. 

not in the business of doingsth 
If you are n<>t In the business or doins 
something. you do not do it usually 
because you think it Is wropg • rm not in 
the busiMSS of causing trouble. 

mil( buslne» with pleesur. 
to combine work with social actl\•i tl!!s ot· 

enjoyment • (usually negatlvo) Ll!t's keep 
this relationship strictly professional. 1 
p rPfer not tu mi.:c bw;iness with pleasure.. 

business as usual )( 
a s ituation that has returned to its usual 
state asrain after an unpleasant or 
surpt·1sing event • /i u~s busine-.s as 
usual at tile sr:hou/ i'f!S(frday rmly q mornh 
after the fire. 

be in business it!{ormal X 
to be able to start ®ing something 
because you have everything }'OU nero to 
do it • As soon lJS lftnd ITIJ'IIUJP and my 
keys we'n tn busln~. 

do the business IJrltlsll & .4ustrolion, 
Informal 

1 to o.chlov<.> what Is wante<l OT needed in a 

s ituation • As long as he does tJU> busilliSS 
011 the/ootballjletcf, the dub i.~ happy with 
rum .. 

2 to have sex • So he went home wilh her. Do 
}'OU think tlwy did tlu! business? 

mean business 
to be serious about achie\·ing something. 
even If other pc!ople dlsa~ with you 
• The c11onges the new got>erTIITWlt has 
madt show th~ mmn businPSS. 

butterflies 

busman 
a busman's holiday 

time away from work that is spent doing 
something that is similat· to your usual 
job • Ooing to tha beach is roo muclr Qf a 
busman's hc/icfay [or him - lle's o 
llltiiJI.IrdJ 

bust 
bust your ass/balls American. very V 

informal 
bust your arse Australian, very i11formal 

to use a lot of elfort to do something • 1 
bustC'-d my balls r:ctti.nR him that ticker, 
a11d now he's dllJrtged hts m lncf! • lie bust 
lrisarse[ortenyears in that job and~otno 
thankS/or ft. 

busy 
be as busy as ill bee oldfa.shionl!il 
be a busy bee oldfashiorud 

to be very busy or very active • She's as 
busy as a bee. a/u;'CJyS going to meetings 
and organizing parti(!S. 

butt 
sb's butt is on the line .Amutcon & X... 

AustratiJ:m, l.!eTJ." informo/ 
if someone·s butt is on the line, they are 
in a situation where they will be blamed 
if things go wrong · It's 1TIJl bult on t~ 
lin~ if 1~ dcn't make tllls delli)U)I «<da)\ 

so get moving guys. 

klelc {sb's) buttA.merican &AustraJi(JII, )<_ 
l.'W)' iti{Orlnll/ 
to punish SOI'JU!one or to defeat SOmE'One 
with a lot of force • The o./fiCer told his 
men ro move in on tile proU!SJOrs and ktdr 
butt - show rJwn wlw~ boss! • "i? went ool 
with theRG~~g to 1.-tcksomt butL 

butter 
butter wouldn't m.lt in sb"s mouth 

it butter wouldn·t melt in someune·s 
mouth. the~· look as if they would never 
do anything wrong although you think 
they would • She looks as rhDugh butur 
wouldn't mell in her mowh bw rfXI sem 
he-fightinR wilh lM)Wnger kids. 

butterflies 
h<tve butterflies (In your stontach) 

tD feel very nervous, usua.lh• about 
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something you are going to dO • She had 
butw;flies i~t her stomocll as sJJ.e U'<.llked 
ow onto the stage. 

button 
Button It! informal 

an impolite wa.v of telling someone that 
you want them to stop talking • Button tt, 
OK! I'm trying to think. 

on the button mainly American, Jnjormal 
if something happens at a particular 
time or is a part i(.'UJ.sr IU!lount on the 
button. it happens at exactly that timo or 
is exactly that amount • We aluxzys stt 
down tc cat at 6.(J()on th11 britten. 

(right) on the button mainly Amerl.can, 
informal ,. 
if a remark Is on the button, It is exactly 
ris;ht • Your remarks about Tim ~.Cere 
right on the butP.m. Re's arrogant. ruth 
and seffish. 

buzz X 
a buzzword 

a word or phrase that people in a 
particular group start to use a lot 
beca~ they th1nk it is imJltlrtant 
• Minimolism iS the latest buzz u;ord in 
modern arr:hitecture. 

give sb a buzz 
1 tl!{ormal to telephone someone • Gh.>e me 

a buzz when yOU get hcl'l're. 
2 if something gives you a buzz. it makes 

you feel excited • Watching lf~ bands 
reallY gives me a buzz. 
get a buzz from sth.Jdolng sth itiformal 
• 1 get a real buzz/rom stcing my name in 
print. 

bygones 

Let bygones be bygOMS.. slightly formal 
wnething that YQU sa,y in order to tell 
someone to fot-get about unplcas:u\t 
things that have happened in the past 
• Why can't ycu put all that bad [t!i!ling 
behind you and In bygones be bygones? 

by-your-leave 

without so m~h as a by-your-leave old­
fashumed 
if you S8>' that someone does something 
without so much as a by-your·leave, you 
mean YOU are angry because they did not 
ask your pcrltl.b"Sion to do It • That 's 
twice now he's just man:hed in here 
without so nutc.h as a b>'YQur-lcal)c and 
pickeci a book off my shelf! 



caboodle 
the whole (Jclt and) caboodle llifbrltUJI 

the whole of s omething, including 
even1hing that ls connected with it • T 
like ec-qyrhing about Chrisrmo.s t1u! 
presmts, tJw food. tile carols - tJw whole 
caboodle. 

cack-handed 
CitCk·handed 
1 BriJish & Australian. irlformal lacking 

skill with your hm1ds • Rob made a cack· 
handed attempt to J'ix tluJ door and now it 
won't clast at all. • Shedoem'tstrike me as 
the practical :wrt-she'sa bit cack-handed. 

2 Rriti:rh & Australian, Informal lacking 
skill in the way that you deal with people 
• What struck me was the cock-handed 
U.1QY that hedwlf w ith the whole siWcuion. 

cage 
rattJo sb's cage 

to makcSOI'm!Oncangryon purpose, often 
ln oroer to make them seem silly • She 
tried to rattk his case u:ith questions 
aboUJ hisfai~ arrnyoaretr. 

cahoots 
be •n cahoots 

to be secretly planning something 
together. especiaD>' something dishonest 
• (usUdll.}• "' ~ith) There art rlleories that 
some.>IV in tlv gouernment was in cahootll 
with the assassin. 

Cain 
,.aise Cain old-/aslltoned 

to cum plain angrily about something and 
to cause a lot of trouble for the people 
who are responsible for it • Tiley know 
thai rill children's parmts wlU ra/.s$ Cain 
if they'reexcl'Ull«J/rom classes. 

cake 
have your cake and eat It (too) 

to have or do two good thing:, that 1t is 
usually lmpo..<.slble to have or do a t t.OO 
same t ime • He Ulants to ha~.o't hiS cakt and 
NU ir. He lCOnts fl~e security Q/ fTI(JITI(Jge 

and the exciUmtnt of 0/fofrs. • You can't 
haue y our cake and eat it. (/you want 
betUr loco l smJiccs, you have to IX1JI171N'C 
Ul.'C. 

the lchi11 on the cake BrlJtsJt. Amfriton & 
.4ustrallan 

the frosting on the cake American 
so~l.ng which makes a a,:ood sltuatlon 
even better • I wos iu:st contmt to see my 
daU{lhter in such a SUJble relatitJnslup bUJ 
a crondc.hild. that u:as naJ/y the lclfl6 on 
tMrokL 

call 
call tt.e shotsltu.ne X 

to oo the person wno makes all tile 
important decisions and who has the 
most power in a situation • Bhf was UStd 
toea/ling tM shots, to being in charge. 

a c.all girl 
a woman who has sex with men for 
mone~ espeaally one who arranges her 
meetings by teJe)lhone • His ex·wift 
claimed lhat call girl$ had l!isiUd his 
apartr/WIJ ench week. 

answer the c.all of nature l1umorous >-_ 
to urinate (=pass liqlli.d from Che body) 
• I had to go lnto tm m?Ods to an.su.orr tile 
roll of ntJIIJn.. 

calling 
a calling~ 
1 somethlng that shows a person or animal 

has been in a place • The lx>etU$ leaiJC 
behind thcir call~ cards: lilrlB white 
balls on tm OUlSJdt ot 1/le rrees. 

2 malnl;> American a quality or 
achievement that gtves someone an 
advantage • Til is performaru::e acled as the 
calling card that lcnded Taylor her firs t 
major film row. 

calm 
tt.e ulm before the storm X 

a peaceful and Quiet period before a 
period of activity or trouble • T mfanllly 
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are an·iuing this aftemoor1 so I'm just 
sitting down wuh a cup of coffee, enjoying 
the calm bifore the storm. 

camp 
a camp f ollower )( 

ltomeone who strnngly supports a person 
or group although they are not a member 
of an ollklal organization • 7 '/le 
campaigrrfor real ale had gathered quilt a 
number of camp followers. 

can 

a can Df WOtms UifrJrmtl/ 
a s.ltuatlon Which causes a lot Of trouble 
for you when you start to deal with It 
• Quilt Wlwt ~ do Ultth Oil the fDOste 
ltf1IID'Olt'd by this mduSII)• IS afWihtr am 
of l£'Qml$. • OnCI! you sta11 maJ.1ne 
conc.essions tQ inttieldual member.s t¥ 
:>fflfl.VOfJrt{J/I)Iopm up~nm of 1110rmt.. 
(-:~a lot of trouble fbr J.'()Ul'SelO 

be In tho can 
if a film is in the can, it has been 
completed and is now ready to be shown 
• ~i? starudjllmlng in Aprtl SIJ lheflMl 
sequena shiJuld be In the can at the end oJ 
the month. 

carry the c.1n Brltf.sll &Austrolum 
to take the blame or responsibility for 
something that is wrong or has not 
succeeded • (often + for) She suspected 
that sM'd be 1#'1 to carr)! the can for Ju>r 
bo$s';s mlsUJJr£s. 

candle 
burn the candle at both ends 

to get lit±le Rfeep or n!'11t becaw;e you are 
busy uutillate every night and you get up 
early every morning • (ll.SUall.Y in 
continuous tenses) She'd been burning 
the candle at both ends studying for her 
exams and made lu?rself 1/J. 

can't hold a candle to sb/sth 
if someone ot· sometlung cannot hold a 
candle to someone or somctJlinR else, 
rhey are twt as good as that other person 
or lhing • Th(!.se pop bands that ycu hear 
riOu.;yufays car1't Jwtd o candk to the 
groups WI! l.ISM t tJ listm ttJ in the si.x.ties. 

can-do 
an-do 

willing to tty d.ifTerent ways to solve 
problems and confident that }'OU will 
succeed • (always bclo~ noun) Her can. 
do attitude is the nascn u-e cho.w her for 
rlleiob. 

candy 
eyefmlnd c.11ncly American X 

somcthJng that Is mtendoo to be pleasant 
to look at but h<ls no real meaning • A lot 
of thest! book.'! are little mere than ~~ 
candy: cu/e photos with onc·line captions 
and tllat'Sabcuta/L 

cannon 
cannon fodder )( 

soldiers v.i1o are not believed to be 
Important and who ateSC!nt to fight l.n lhc 
mozt dnngx:rous places where they are 
likely lO die • Tnaperlencro troops were 
used as cannon fodder. 

canoe 
paddlo yo\U' own canoe ill.formal 

to be independent and not need help fl•om 
anyone else • ~~ Jwped that after he /Pft 
w/lf!ge hi! 'd paddle his own canoe. 

cap 
to cap It all 

if you ha\oe been describing bad things 
whith happened and then say that to cap 
it aU something else happened, you me-<~.n 
that the final thing was eve.n worse • Hit 
spi1led red wine on 1M r:arper, insulted m.v 
mothl:r, nnd. to cap it all. he bro~ nlV 
j(J()()urlt.e ~JaSe. 

capital 
with a capital [AlBIC etc.) 
1 something that you say in order to 

emphasize a particulal' quality • You're 
trouble wilh o capital X J-'OU an! 

2 If you talk about a subject with a capital 
AlBIC etc .• you mean the most formal 
and often llm~d understanding of that 
subject • The Academy llas been cri1idzed 
for being too traditional and onlY 
supporting Art with a ropilalll. 



carbon 
a carbon copy >( 

someone or something that is exta'Cmcly 
similar to somoonQ Ot' somf!thing f!lse 
• (usually + of) He'S a carbon copy of his 
father. 

card 
be one c~rdtsovoral cards short of a full 

deck lwml>rous 
if someone is one CRrd short of a full 
deck, they are stupid or crazy • Do J'OU 

think yuur cousin mQ!ht be One card short 
of a fUll deck? 

~\avo a card up your sloovo X. 
to have an advanmgc that other people do 
not kJ1ow about • I sttllllad a card up my 
skeve in the form of a ktter from his 
fotJJer. 

cardboard 
cardboard city X 

an area of a la.rgc city where many people 
without a borne sleep outside 
lb Cardboard i_q a type of thid<, stiff 
paper used to make lhetypeof boxes tltat 
poople llvlng outside sometbne. sleep In 
to keep warm. • Young people rome to tire 
aspltal full of hope and end up in 
ccrdboard city. 

cards 
the cards are stacked against sh X 

if the cards are statked ii!;;ainst someone, 
the)· are not at all likely to succeed in a 
particular situation because 1bey have a 
lot of problems • Ik fou.ght o brilliant 
campaign, bm the rords I.Ct!re stcekM 
against hJm from the start. 

(if you) play your cards right tn[ormal )( 
somelhlng that )'OU say to someone 
which means that if they behal.-e in the 
nght wa..-.; they might sucoeed at 
somethinG • Play .)'OUT cards right and 
yoo could bt managing thlsp/ace ln ayror 
orsP. 

boon thCt an. IJrillsh. .ll11lerlcan 
AJ.4trollon 

.......... illwriccn &lluslralian 
to ba IJkeltto beppe b Tatot card& are 
a special 8IC of c8rds with pictul'e$ on 
ttum. whicb some people belie've can be 
u..t a.l r.J d M 1l1 at 5 J:OinR to iMIJlpm 
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tnthc!\lturo. • 'Do~ulhllrk/Mn'llbttm 
ei«<IItr lXXI '"«JT1' 'I thbdc lt':r 011t tJu: 
cards'. • (often + tor) 7"PPen are some biR 
dla intutartl$ 1101:1~-----

to be in a strons POOition when YOU are 
competing with someone else. because 
you have all lhe advantages • There ISII't 
much hope Q/ hlm ge1t1ng custody of the 
cllfldl'tn - as far as tJie ltlw goes, she holds 
all the cards. 

cards Is UsOO 1n the! roUowlng phrases 
connected with teUing or not tellins 
people }'Our lhouVltsor plans. 

keepJplay your cards close to your chest 
to not tcU a.monc what you plan to do • I 
nlilier know u.-hat Martin's 7lt!X1 motiil will 
lw. HP pia)•$ hi.~ cords clo$4! to hi.~ chess. 

lay/put your cards on the table )< 
to tell someone hon•Uy what you think 
or v."tlat you plan to do • I'll put my cards 
on the table: I dcn't like the W(IJI you't,o~ 

been behaving. • She thoug!Jt It was time 
to put her mrd..~ on the table and tell him 
that she hod no imt.ntion of marrying 
llim. 

care 
not havo ;a care In the world 

to be completely happy and not have any 
worrte> • I was slxlNn )'ears old and 
didn"t have a care in the world. • He was 
u:alA:i1llJ alone rhe stre!!l whi.stlins, 
looking as lf he did11't flaw a core in 
tlurcorltL 
without A CAre in the world • 1'hls tlme 
lost wtt>k 1 was lying on a sunfU! beac:h 
withow a care in tJu: u.wld. 

carried 
b9 COIIITied out feot first )< 

if someone will not leave a place until 
they are carried out feet flr$t , the>· will 
not leav~ until the)• are dmd • JamC!!i 
u.:ould neuer leave his home to go to a 
retirement vilhJge - he'd be carried out feet 
fTJ'St! 

carrot-and-stick v 
carrot-and·stldc " \ 

jf you usc a carrot-and-stick mctlwd to 
make someone do somethin.g. you both 



ofler rewards and threaten pWllshl:nents 
• (always before noun) FL-e had to toke t ile 
carrot-and-stick approach to 
discjplining nzy kids. The harder they 
work, lhenwremoney tM}I get. 

carrot-top 
a carrot·Wp informal 

a person witb llair that 1s an ora.ogc 
colour • ,ft>e'$ blond and Rosie's a carrot­
top. 

cart 
put the cart before the horse X. 

to do things in the wrong order • Deciding 
whm liJ wear btjore )'Ou'lle .:vm bel'n 
invited ro th«> party Is rather putting th«> 
cart br:[ore the horse, i.sn 't it? 

carte blanche /' 
gJvo sb carte blanche sliGhtly fonnal 

to let someone do whatever they want in 
a particular situation • (ustJaJly + to do 
sth) Sl1e gaL-t her Interior ~rator carte 
blaM1~ to do up herapar~nl. 
get/have carte blanche sllehtly jbnnol 
• H«> had carte blanche u;hen it came to 
c/Wosing whim actors he Ulanled to work 
v.'ilh. 

case 
a caM In point "( 

an example which shows thar what you 
~saying lc; trtJe or helps to explain why 
you are saying it • Lack Q[ 
romnW11ication txm.ses relationships to 
falL Your partnts' ITIIlrrlage Is a case In 
pomt. 

beoathec-. 
co be dolnfr "'hat needs to be done lD a 
pardc:uJar slruation • 'WI 1lftd 10 baok o 
JIIBiuW«'t lt'$too ~-• 'DIJn't ~I'm 
on tlllt:J~J~W.jultlcl.w ir 10 1'111!. • 

get on sb's case infom1al X 
to criticize someone in an annoying way 
for something that they have done • l just 
cron't want h im gcttin~: on 1JUI case jbr 
being late .{Or work. 
be on sb's case 11l/brmal • Some 
feminists dt'clded thtU 1JU1 rnnarks ll.i'I!Tl! 

se:dst and tlley'w been on 1JU1 mse ever 
sl~. 

Of'I'OSJTS got off sb's aso irl{ormal • I told 
him very straighiforwardly that tM 
pr-oblem Juu:l already bftn Ualt with and 
he was to gqt Q/f my case. (= stop 
crlt icWng me) 

1 rest my case~. 

somethinG UJat you say when someone 
says or docs somethblg thtlt proves the 
truth or something you have just sa1d 
• 7t's unw Nigel I~ home. or he'll never 
learn to be lndepmdML · 'He t:Wesn 't «''-'ell 

kMw how to boil an .-sg.' 7 rest my Cll.St'. • 

make (out) a case for sth/ doinG slh 
to stve Good. reasons why somethinR 
should be done • You'l14! ctrtalnly made 
out a case for us buying a dl.shwosher. 

cash 
ash on tt.e banel~ad Amerlc~ 

monoy that is paid Immedia tely when 
somcthlng Is bought • s~·s asking $6f)()O 

for tM oor-cash on the borrelhead. 

acash cow X 
a business or a part of a business that 
always makes a lot of profit • The BTilish 
newspapus are the group's biggest casll 
cout earning n«>ar(y 40% of group profits. 

hard c~h British, Anwican &Australian 
cold cash Amerlron &Au.strallan 

lll()ne)' in the form of coins or notes 
(: paper money) • We gave him half the 
money in liard cash and u.·rott a cMI;uefor 
tile rest. 

casting 
the c.astlng couch l1umorous 

a situation 1n which an actor, usual!>• a 
woman actor. agrees lO have sex with 
someone in order to get a part 1n arum or 
play • Thanlifull>~ the casting couc/1 is no 
longer the only rome to success tor 
aspiring young aaresses.. 

cast-iron 
ast·lron 

a cast-iron promise or arrangement lS 
one that can be tmstcd completely 
• (always before noun) No new bust/less 
CJ:JmeS with a cast-Iron guarantee of 
success. 
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castles 
castle~s In tho air X 

plans or hopes that have vct-y little 
chance of happening • She ~lls me sluts 
planmd ow her whole COJ"eilr; but as far as 
I can s" it's all just rostles in the air. 
• Defore )'QU start brltldfllf! cast les tn til(! 
air. just. tllink how much all this Is likely 
to cost. 

cat 
~ like a cat on a hot tin roof 

to be ne1-vous and unable to keep still 
• What's tile matter tcilllller? She's lilre a 
eaten a hottin roof this mornlll{{. 

be the eat's whiskers BriJish & 
llu.stralian 
to bo better than everyone elso • I thought 
I uiQSthecat'& whiskerstnmynewdress. 

fight like cat and dog British & 
Australian 

fight like cats imd dog$ British & 
American 
[O argue violently~ th~ tlme • We get (Jn 
oory u:dl a:s adults but a:s k ids u.-e fought 
like cat and dog. 

Has the cat got your tongue? 
scmethlng that you say to someone when 
you are annoyed because they will not 
speak • ~1. lla:s the cat got your tongue? 
I'm woittngfor an explJJ!Iatlon. 

not havca a at In holl's dlanco British 
to have no chance at all of achlcVinlf 
something • (usually + of + dolng sth) 
Thay hat:m't a t.at fn hell's chance of 
gPtJing over the mOlJ.J'Itain tn !MOther like 
this. 

let ttM? cat out ot the bag X 
to tell people secret information. often 
without intending to • I was tryiJlC Io 
/\up tile party a secret, but Jlm we11t and 
let tile cat out Q{ tile bag. 

like the cat that got the cream British & 
Australian 

like the cat that ate the can;uy Amerk'WI 
if someone looks like the cat that got the 
cream, they annoy other people by 
looking vory pleased with themselves 
because of something good that they 

catbird 

have done • Of course Mark got a gloroinc 
nporl so Jw was sltJfng theregrtnnJng lfke 
thuat thatgotthecroom. 

look like something tlte c.at 
broughf/dnlggod In i1ifom1al 
lf someone looks like something lhc cat 
brought In, they are very untidy and 
dirty • You can't possibl)• go to school/ike 
that - you look like somahinB w «11 
draggedtn! 

Look what tN! eat's dragged in! 
Wonnal 
an l.nsult1og way of saying that wnleOOe 
has just arrived. suggesttng that th1!y art! 
ugl}' and badly dressed • IVell. lock what 
the cat :S droifC'd tn. Did ;you makt that 
dress or borrow it from your mother? 

pl11y cat and mouse 
to try to &!fQat some<Jn~ by tricking tb~m 
into l1la.ldn.g a m.istalte so that you have 
an advantage O"l."t!r them • (often + with) 
The 3.2-year-cld adress spent o large 
proportion of the u.wk pla}•ing cat and 
mcuse wU/1 the press. 
a cat and mouse game • l t:S just the 
latest manMuvre tn Jhe f!lernal cat and 
mouse gam? betu.wn tM police and drug 
rurtncrs. 

put/set tho m among tile pigC!Cns 
British & Australian 
to do or sa,:,· something that cai.IS(OS 
n:ouble and makes a lot of }leople angry 
or worried • Tell them all tlwy'ue got to 
work on Sawrda~ Tltat shoulcf seJ the cat 
c.mong tlw plgoons. 

When/While the eat's away (the mice 
will play). 
something tllat you say which means 
when the person In authority is absent. 
pe¢plc will not do wh:~t th<ly shrruld (la 
• Do you tJiink It's wlse to le.cwe tlle 
children alOM /or so long? You knoUJ. 
While lM cat'SCII<!O.)' .•• 

catbird 
be (sitting) in tiM catblf'd seat American, 

oldfashtoned 
to be in a position of pov.-er and 
importanoe • li£'11 be siUinB in the catbird 
seat when the boss retires. 



catch 

catch 
utch22 
a ~c:h 22 situation 

62 

, 

a sltuatlon w~ one thing must happen 
U! order to cause ancther thing to 
happen. but because the flrst thing docs 
not happen the 5et:Ond tl\inS canoot 
happen J$:;> Catch 22 is the title or 3 book 
by Joseph Heller about the'-'~iencet of 
an American pilot • if you don't Juwe a 
place ro suzy. >'OU can't get a job and with 
no job, J•ou ron 't cet an apartment. ll's a 
rxUch 22 situaricn. 

you'U Qtch it BriJish, informal 
something that you say in order LO teU 
someone they will be puni,;bW fur 
something bad they have done • You'll 
catch it if dad $C>e$)!0U smokinx. 

catch-as-catch-can 
catch-Ds-c:atch-can American 

achieved any way that Is pOSSible and not 
In a planned way • We were working 
1'()und thtcl()(:k to finish the projec't so food 
and sleep I.CV!re catciHJS·ratcll·can. 

catty-corner 
catty-comer American 
catty-comored.Am~rlcan 

U! a direction from onu corner of a 
square to the opposite, far corner • (often 
+ to) Catty-~.-orner to the theatre. there's a 
dr!J.f:St()l'e.. 

caught 
be caught in the crossfire 'X,. 

to be badly affected b:v a 5itu11tion where 
two ~le or grouP/' ere HrC\Iins with 
eech othE!r • (often + of) Unhappy 
childrerr are o/len c:artHIIt in thuross!tre of 
arguing pnrcnts • (often - between) She 
l1ecame cariRhl ln the c~re I.H!ttua!n 
tu'O bosstS wil/1 different tdeas about u:hat 
her }OblmX>lWd. 

be caught napping 
to not be ready to deal wttl1 something at 
the time wl1cn It happens • Arsenal's 
dejtnct UXJ$ caught nappiTIR as Andrews 
chipped in anoalfrom therlghr. 

be caught short 
1 Brilis/1 & Austrcllan, ln/omwl to have a 

sudden urgent ne(>d to go to the toilet 

• You sl1ould go t.lJ the t.lJllet befiJre you 
tea1.-e. You don't want to becaucht short on 
the journey: 

2 American & Australian, lriformal to 
suddenly find you are not prep~~red fi>r a 
sltuatlon, e~~pecially to be without money 
when you n~ it • I'm cauc lrt short. O:ln 
you } 'UU lend me .wme 17101U1J1 so 1 can paJI 
for TnJ' lunch? 

bo c;,ught with your pants/trousers 
down 

1 to be suddenly disoowred doing 
something that you did not want other 
people to know about, especially having 
sex • liP/Xli'CIItO' fie was caughl with his 
pant.s down. lll.s wife came home to find 
him in bed with tM ncichbol.l.r. 

2 to be ru;ked to do or 533' sonlethi.ru! that 
you are not prepared for • He (JSI(ed me 
wllcrr: I'd bten tile previous eutnlng and I 
W<LS c:aueht with mv trousn-s down. 

cause celebre X 
a cause celebre 

a famous event or legal C..'\SC wbtch people 
discuss a lot becauS>e it is so intcl'cstins 
or shocking • The n.Jarionship betw.?en. 
Edward Prince of ~·ales and "l~llis 
Simpson became an international cause 
dlebr~ in rhe 1990s. 

caution 
throw caution to the wind(s) 

to take a risk • You could always throw 
caution to the wlnd and har;e Q.ll()tner 
class 0/ u:ine. 

centre 
be/take centre stage British 
be/take cent« stDge Amerlctm 

to be the most important thing or person 
a t an event or 1n a situ.ltlon, or to be the 
thing or person !:hat poople notice most 
• A new ranee of electric cars will be 
Ctntre stage at next monlh's ethibili011. 

certain 
sb of a certain ago humorous 

used to avoid saying that a pOt'S¢n. 

usually a woman, is no longer )'Oung but 
Is not yet old • It's a clothe.s botttiQue 
which caters tor women of a certaJn age. 



c'est Ia vie 
C'e.st Ia vie . 

something thllt you~ when $01nething 
happens lhllt )'OU do not like but which 
you have to accept because you cannot 
change 1t • l"V# got so much u:ork that T 
can't go a!C<I)• this u~. Oh wtiJ. c nt 
Ia vi#. 

chain 
pulL' yank sb's chaln Anwncon & 

Australian.mformal 
to say or do somethil\ll thRt upsetS 
another person, especially betause you 
enJoy upsettins tllem • Boy, she roalb• 
kllows /low to pull)~urchaJII! 

chalk 
be (like) chalk and cheese Brlttsh & 

.Australian 
be as different as cha.lk and cheese 

!Jritlsh & Austrolian 
i:f two people are like chalk and ch~ 
they are completely different from each 
othel' • T don't have all}ltlling In common 
with 1/l.l' brother. We're lil\e cllalk and 
choose. 

chalkface 
at the chalkface 

a teacher who is a t the chalkface is 
teaching students. and is not workins in 
any other kind of job connected with 
education • The media Ri~>~ a pidure Q[ 
falling standun:ls In schools. but thee is 
opttml.sm at the chalk/OCL 

chance 
c~ w ould a,. a fine thing! Brlltsh. 

Wonnol 
something that yoo say whlch means that 
)'IJU would \'Cry much like something to 
tulppen but there 1s no posslbDity U1at it 
will • & sold 1 roltld do It In nzy span 
ttme. Spare time! ChDnce uoold be a jure 
thing' 

....... ct-..ee 
to JJae • dlabcO of IUCCeSS • (U.SUa)ly 
nepCive) q ~t }'unctlng 1$ 
_,lltdtatlln. smelL lndepMdml lheo~ 
don'ht.Gnd o drtlncc.. • (~n .. vi t do inC 
sch) Mmlzhr#lltd a cllcl1aqf mninB 

charity 

if kot ccnrtnut to pi~ a.r 1111111 a.s '~~' did 
~ 

change 
a change of heart 

if someone ha.c; a change of Mart. they 
chance their opinion or the way they feel 
about something • The rwistd lc&istaricn 
follows c cho~ Q/ htart b)• tilt 
novcmrn.tnl. • She W(l$ going to wl th~ 
h~ but hod a change of heart at tM 
last minute. 

the chango of life 
the lime 1n a woman's we when she is no 
lC>nR~ roungand s tops having a montlllY 
Oow or blood • For tht last ttn )'tars silt's 
been blammg all her health problems 011 

thechangeQ/ life 
get no change out of ~>h Rrllish & 

Australian, irl[ormal 
if you '13)' that ~omroM wiii G('t no 
chance out of another person, you me11n 
that person will not help them • You' fl RC't 
n.o dumge oot of Chris.. He'/l )ust sey It 's 
IUJt his prob~m. 

changes 
ring the manges British & Australian 

to make something more interesting by 
chanf.ing it ln some way • IJortd with 
your old {J)()k! RIIIC the chartges with our 
rze.uNtJok hairslyle$ and mau·up! 

chapter 
be a c:haptet" of acd donts Brfttsh & 

AustralJtJn.formal 
to be a~ of unpleasant events • The 
u>IIDk trip was a chaptu if ocrulmts. 

glv.Jquoto (sb) chapter ~nd verse 
to gl\-c exact information about 
something, especially somethmg in a 
book • TM strength of the bOOS\ ts that 
when It makes occusallons U gtL'tS chapter 
and verse. ojlen backed up by 
photographicevid~. • I can't quot.e.>'OU 
chapter and verse. but rm pretty $WI! it'sa 
Jinefrom 'Macbeth '. 

charity 
Charity begins at home. 

somethins that you s:ay wh1ch means you 
should try to helD your famlb· and 



friends befOI'e you help other people 
• You ought ro suzy in and wok qftJJr .}'OW 

father. Charily begins at llome. 

charley 
a charley horse American, tn[Ormol 

a sudden, painful tightening of a muscle 
ln your arw or Leg • She cot a clwrlcy 
h~ In her ~gOJU1Juui to stopduncing. 

charm 
worlc like a charm 

if a plan or method works like a charm. it 
has exactly the effect that you want it to 
• I trit.d thot slain fWliQI.<eryougm.'f! me011 
m.v tablecloth and it worked Wee a cJv.um. 

charmed 
havelleadllive a charmed liie 

to always be lucky and safe from danger 
• After hu miroculoos esoopefrom thefire 
wc'vcd«UUdshe leads a charmed life. 

chase 
cut to the chase t.nformal 

to talk about or deal with the important 
parts of 8 subject and not waste time 
with tbln.gs that are not im'J)Ol'tant • I 
didn't hove long to to/}( to htm so I cut to 
tM cha$1!. and osJwJ. whether he u.oas still 
married. 

chasing 
be chasing }'Oll.r tall 

to be very tiusy dolnc 8 lot of things, but 
achieving very little • I've IH.cn cJUJSing 
17U1 toll all morning (7)'1118 ro ji."(. a dey 
when a'eT}'OTie can attend. 

chattering 
tho chattertng dasses British, humorous 

educated people who like to discuss s nd 
gil."C their opinions about potitiCSII and 
social matters • FoodxlU hiJs recently 
btco~ a trendy topic amonJI the 
chattering cJosses. 

cheap 
cheap and cheerful BrlJWr.lnfbrmal 

costing little mone}· but attractive. 
pleasant. or Clijoyablc • Tlu;y speciaUze in 
cMap and chffr/ul package holldtly.; to 
Spain and PorrugaL 

cheap and nasty BriJish & AJJstroUan 
costing little mcme}' and of bad quality 
• You know tile sort 0/ cheap and nasty 
clothes tluu are sold on m(J1'ker stalls. 

Cheap at half the price I /Jritlsh& 
Australian, humorous 
wmetbing that you say when something 
is vay expensive • 'That'll be £3.20 
please. • 'What? For or~e bottle Q/ beer! 
Ch.eap at half the prict, ' 

a cheap shot )( 
a crttlclsm or someone that is not falr 
• Shl! dismissed hts comments as a 'cllrop 
shot~ sayfng thor he was onl,y concerned to 
difend himself. • Federal burooucracy is 
the wrget for every cheap slwt artist 
(: someone who likes critlcl.zing oU1er 
people) in America. 

onthom.~p 

II you buy or do somcthinR on tllc cheap. 
you buy or do it for very l ittle money. 
often with the result that it is of bad 
quallo· • The buildings would hor;c been a 
whole rot better if they lladn't b«/1 built 
on the cheap. 

check 
holdJkeep sth/sb In check 

to keep something or wmeone under 
control. usually to step them becoming 
too large or too powerful • The natural 
ordc' qf tllings is that the pJW!ators of on 
animal keep the population in check. • The 
central bonks' action seemed at the time to 
beholdme thedotw tn cluJcl:. 

checks 
ched<s ~nd balancos X 

ruks intended to prevent one pet'Son or 
group from J:lavln8 too much )lOwer 
wlthln au on:anlzatlon • A SYStem of 
chl!Cks and balan«.s exists to enwre that 
our COI.i'emment is truly democratU". 

cheddar 
Hardfl'ough cheddar! Bririsll & 

Australian. itl{ormal 
StiH cheddarl AuslraliDn, inj'crmaJ 

l!Omethilu: that you ~ t(J (Jr about 
somoonc to whom somethlng bad has 
happened in OTder to show that you have 
no S}'TllPathY for them • It's about time 
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Rtc/1ard roolized that he can't Jw.ve 
f."Vcrything his own way - tough ~dat; 
thllt 's u:llat I say! 

cheek 
cheek by Jowl 

very close togc~ Jb Jowlls a word for 
tlw loose flesh by the lower jaw. wbicll is 
\'<!l"y cloS4' to th~ cheek. • 'l'he pMr l/1.'«! 
cheek by joi.IX in industrilll minlr'IG towns 
in Victmian England. 

cheese 
Hard/Tough cheese! BTUi.sh & Australian, 

Informal 
stiff cheeset .Ausrrallan, Informal 

something that yuu lillY to or about 
someone to whom something ba<1 has 
happened in order to show that you hav~ 
no sympathy for them • So he's fed up 
hecaCL.~e he'S COt to get up early OIIC 

morn.ing in wvm. Is~? Wc/1 hard chei!'SJ!! 
Say choose! ill[cnnal 

soroethins: that someone who Is takl.ng a 
phO(ol0"3pb of you tells you to say so that 
your mouth makes the shapa or a smlle 
• OK et~ryone. look at t~ camera and say 
cheese. 

cheese-paring 
cheese-paring Rrili$11 

actions Uuu show you are not willing to 
S'Dend or Rl\'e money • I'/11/ed up wtth all 
t his c~-porlng. You 'ue got to spend 
money· if you want ro molle money. 

chef d'oeuvre 
a chef d 'CXI:uvrejontrol 

an artist's or v.Titer·s best pil!ce of work 
• The Dt!cameron is widely regartkd as 
Boa:aa:io'schtof d'ocuvrl'.. 

cherry-pick 
cherry-pick sblsth 

tochooseouly the bestpeop~orth.\n8s ln 
a way that ts not fair • (usually in 
continuous tenses) Im't there a danger 
that the state schools might start cllen')'­
plchtng the pupils wtth the best exam 
results? 
cherry-pidcing • 1 SUSf=l ~'s some 
cherry-picking going on. with /.aw)<ers 

onlY taking on the son of cases root 
t~'rt.likclyto win. 

chickens 

chest 
get It off )'OUr chest }< 

to tell someone about something that has 
been worrying )''OU or ma.kl.ng you feel 
guilty for a long Ume. ln order to makf! 
you feel better • I t was sonwlhinc rhal 
luuJ lx!en bothering mejbr scm~ tiTM and 
it/eltcood to get ttQffmychest. 

chew 
chew the fat British, informal 
chew the rog Amertcon. illformal 

to have a long friendly conversation with 
someone • We spmJ the euenlng watch ing 
the TV and chewing the fat. 

chicken 
chlckenf"d 

a very small amOUllt of monoy. espeelally 
money that Is paid for doing a job • HE 
pa;ys his labourt.rJ chickcn{wi. 

a chicken and egg situation "' 
a situation in which it is imposs.ible to 
say which of two thlngs existed first and 
which caused the other • rn a chicken 
and egg situation - I don't lmow whctlwr 1 
was bad at the scte~ because I wasn't 
f'nJertst«l In them or not Inter~ in them 
and fhe"fore not good at tmm. 

like a headless chicken Brttish 
l ike a chicken with its head cut off 

Arrrertcan 
if you do something llke a headk>ss 
chicken. )'OU do It very quickl}' and 
without thinking carefully about what 
you are doing • (usually in continuous 
tenses) l'~V! got sc much u;'Ork to do - r~.-e 

been running around like a headless 
chicken all wecJ;. • He was racine around 
like a chlcke11 with Its htad ClJl ojJ tr)'lng 
to do tlw work of two people. 

chicken-hearted 
chidcen-hellrted American ~ 

not brav~ • Tiles£ chicken-heartRd bosse:s 
alW4)'S semr to cft.-e In at lheftnl sign of a 
strU.e. 

chickens 
chickens como home to roost 

if ~ousaythatchlckensarecomlnghome 

to roost, you mean that bad or silly things 



chief 

done in the past are 'beginning ro cause 
p.rohlmns • TMN. WliS fi}(J much er>U!d in 
!he past, and nowthe chickensarecoming 
l10me to roost with crime and rorruptior~ 
soaring. 
come home to roost • The cz'ty's budget 
prob!Rms are coming home to roost and 
even-·body is paying with lligher wxes. 

Don't count your chickens (before 
they're hatched}. 
somclhl.ng that you say ln order to warn 
someone to wait until a ~toocl thln11 the>' 
arc e~ing has really happened before 
they make any plans about it • You might 
be able ro get a loan from the bank. but 
don't coun.t your chickens. 

chief 
be chief cook and bottle washer 

humorous 
to be the person who is rll,Sponsible for 
cooking meals ancl washing the pau.s and 
dishes • It's my btrthday party. so AW.n ts 
chief cook and bottlPwashertonight. 

chiefs 
too many chiefs (and not enough 

Indians) 
too many ~ and not enough pe<~ple 
to do the work • I can't find anyone to do 
tlu! photocopying. Tlw-e are teo m~nzy 
ciW:/s and not enough Indians tn. this 
compaey. 

child 
be child's play >( 

to be very easy • Usinc this new computer 
is child 'splay. 

k like a child In a swoetshop Brirish 
to be very happy and excited about the 
thin(l!l around you, and often to react to 
them in a way wbich IS silly and not 
controlled • Give llim a room full o.f old 
boo/Is and Jw"s like u cltild in a w:'lt1!Jslwp. 

be wtth child old-fashioned 
to be pregnant • Emily was unable to 
rrulke thejoul'lley, being hea~'Y wi.rhchild. 

children 
Children should k seon and not heard. 

tiomethlng that you sa..'t' which means that 
children should be quiet • I oon'tstand ali 

that shooting. Chil4ren should be soon 
and not mard. in my npink:m. 

chill 
chUI sb to the bonelmarrow 

to make someone feel wry frightened 
• The sound of scraping at the window 
chilled me to the bone. 

chilled 
be chiUed to the bone/marrow 

to be very cold • After an hour staruiinc at 
t:Jw bus $Wp I u<aS ch/l/«1 tc tJw borw. 

chins 
send chills down/up sb's spine 

to make suu1eone feel very fri_ghtcncd 
• Just thinking about walxtn.g bock 
through lhe dark Slroels sent chills down 
her spine. 

chin 
Chin up! cld.fashione.d 

somethi.ng that you s..~· to someone in a 
dilllcult situation in ordet· to encourage 
them to be brave and to try not to be sad 
• Chin up. you'Ll feel betti!T after a fi!Ul 

days' rest. 

ke ep YOlU' chin up • "~'re pleased to l1ear 
tllal you're ~.eping your ehtn up desptle 
all your d[JJlculiies. 

take it on the chin 
1 to be brave and not to compl.atn when bad 

things happen to you or people crittclze 
you • Arkinson took it all on the chin, 
thcu.gh some members of his te.am were 
t.-ery /.IPS<'.l by the criti'ism t1uty received. 

2 to have a lot of ba<l things bappen to you 
or to be crlticl.zed a lot • The Cl!mpall)! has 
been taking it on the chin in reWtt 
mcnth.s. but the futwe looks mrJdl 
brig/Iter MW and Mr sales ar~ pic}(ihg 
up. 

chink 
a chink In sb's armour Britisll & 
Al~tralian 

a chinle In sb's armor AmcricaJJ & 
Australian 
if someone or something \cllicb sooms ro 
be strong has a chink In thcir armouc; 
they have a small fault which Jll:.IY cause 
them problems • She's a brilliant 
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bu.siTU:S$u:QTnan, but her lad; of political 
awo rn1e:s.s rnco• be tile chink in fl.er 
armou~: 

chinless 
a chinless wonder Rriti.0 & Alislralian, 

humorous 
no F:nglish man from a h1gh social class. 
who thinks he Is intt!Uigent and 
important, but who other people think Is 
w~ak and stupid • He's Just another 
chinie$S ILI()tlder dotng a job that his 
DaddJ• cot for him. 

chip 
a chip off the old b lock 

If someone is a chip off the old blo~. 
they are v~ry similar tn character to one 
or their parents or to another older 
member or their family • (not used with 
thf!l Look alllf!r bossirlll ei!IU')'Dne around 
-she's a real chip off the old block! 

have a chip on )'0\U' shouldef' 
to:~ blam~ other people for something bad 
which has happened to you and to 
continue to be ansry about it so that It 
affects lhe way you behave • (often + 
about) Even tlwfiRll ht u."CCIt to univeni~Jl 
he's o/IJXJJ'S llad a chip on his shoulder 
about his poor u.pbrlnglns. 

chips 
be In the chips American, Informal 

if someone is in the chips, they have 
suddenly gut a lot of money • Apparently 
his uncle's lcfr him everything, so ~'$ 
nallyln thechips. 

eaiVcash in your chips 
1 humcroos to die • He cash#:J in his chips 

shortly be/or~ his ninetieth birtllday. 
2 to sell thit'ISS th3t you own, especially 

shans (= pans of a business), because 
you need some money lb ChipS are the 
round pieces of plastic that are used in 
some games played for money, • Irhlnk 
it's titm? to cJJSh In our c:Jrlps. It's the on.ly 
WQY we can pay the bilL 

have had )'OlU' chips 
1 Briti.m, llifo171UJI If you have had your 

chips. some~ bad Is ROinJt to l1appen 
to you, usually a punlstunent for 

chop 

something bad you have done • Wilen tM 
pO/i~ knocked on h is door early in tM 
11Wrning. lie knew he'd had l1ischips. 

2 RrUish, Informal to mlas an opportunity 
to achieve something }'OU want • John's 
had his chips. J gaue him the chan~ of o. 
promotion and he threw it away. 

have had its chips infOrmal 
something that has bad its chips Is going 
to end because it is not wanted or needed 
any mOl'C • It looks as though the 
moin,frrnM romputw has had Us chips. 

let the chips hll whcln thoy may 
American 
to do something without worrying about 
the effects of }''OUr actions • She promiSed 
to ask a~Qf questicns in her inlen;iew 
and let the chips fall wlll!rt t.My mQJ.: 

when the chips ~ro down 
whon yo\13N In ll difficult or dangerous 
situation. t!SPCCially one which tests 
whether you can trust people or which 
shows people's true opinions • lt11en the 
chips ore <Wwn. J'Ou need p;rople around 
)'OU that you can depend on.. • When the 
clups ~re OOIJJfl, she found she didn't 
l'tQJly /Ol,'C l1im os much as w thoughL 

chocolate 
chocolate box 

a chocolate box place or thing iR ''E!ry 
attractive m a way that does oot seem 
real • (alWa)'S before noun) ~~ drol..'t 
through a series if clllXQlate box vUlages 
011 our lt'(U' diJwn to Bril!ht.on. 

choice ')( 
Ia spoilt for choice mainly British 
be spoiled for choice mainly American 

to have so m11ny good poS$Ible choices 
that it is diffiCult to make a d~lsion 
• With 51 flaVOUr$ Of fc(!.cr(>am lO chOOSJ! 
from youarosiJQik>dfor choice. 

chop 
chop and change British&Australion 

to keep changing 1nhat )IOU do or what 
YOU plan to do, often in a way that is 
confusing and annoying for other ~pie 
• Alter stx monlflS Qf cJwpping and 
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changing, we've decided to go back to our 
olds,ysWn. 

Chop chop! BriJfsh & Australh:m, injoiTTI(JI 
SOmething th.at you say in order to tell 
someone to hurry • Come on. chop chop, 
up to bed! 

get the chop 
b4t given the mop 
1 BrltL~. Informal if a pers<Jll gets the 

chop, they lose their job • An..}'Olle who 
&'Rued wirh the [o~man was liable to be 
giiJ<!n thechcp. 
be for the chop British, informal • Trn! 
boss lias asked w soo Henry this mornine. 
I've a feeling Jw'sfor thechop. 

2 Brltlsh. tnformal If a plan or a. servloo 
gets the chop, rt is stopped • Our local bus 
sen;ice got the chop, SQ I hove to UXJlk to 
UXJrk m· use the car. 
b4t for the chop Drittsll. informal• 1'here 
CtYIJ rumours tlwJ children's Ju:tzrllllf tests 
may be for the chop, 

chord 
strike a chord X: 

if something you hear or see strikes a 
chord. it seenlS fam111a.r to you • Carso1z! 
T/u:U name SlrlJces a cl1ord.. 

strlkeJtouch a chord 
if something stril\2$ a chord with 
someone, they are interested in it and 
like it because it is connected with their 
own lives or opinions • Clearly the book 
izas Sll'uck a chord. as m? can ~from the 
hundntds qf leiters u;e have re~ived from 

readers. • torten + with) Her Ideas on 
social reform will strike a c:Jwrd withPQOr 
people everywhere. 

chosen 
the chosen few 

~)<.. 

a small grO\IP of people who are tr~ted 
diffct•e,ntlY or bettor than other people. 
often when they do not dlfServe it 
• There·sasJ)«ial entrance with rmY>Iving 
®orsfor tile chosen jew ln tlw company. 

chump 
bet off your chump BriJish, old fashioned 

to be cra.z)' • Dcn't liSWI to him. He's Qff 
hiscJwmp. 

circle 
square tho clrd e / 

to fmd a good soltttion to a problem when 
that seems impossible, especially 
becau.~ the people involved have very 
differentneedsoropinlonsabout it • Few 
poor countries can afford to look after 
their u.wks 0/ art proMfU: but neglect is 
unwist? if >Y>IJ want to attract tourtst.s. 
Thailand is artempt.lriJl to square tM 
circk. 

circles 
go around/round In circles 

If you go round in circles 111hen you 81'1! 

discussing someUtlng or lr)1ng lO 
achie\•e something. you do not make any 
progress because you k~ going back to 
the same subjects or the same problems. 
• I need som~ more data to u;ork on, 
otherwJse I'm just going round in circle:;. 
• We can't gr> r()Und in circl~ all day ­
someone will hal..~ to make a deci:Qrm. 

go around/round tn clrdes 
run around/round In clrdos 

to use a lot of lime and effort trYing to do 
sometlung. without making an)• progn!Ss 
• l+e spent the whole day running around 
in circles lvuking [or a dDcumetU which 
eiJf!T)'One thought was lost but which 
u;o$TI'f. 

circulation 
out of circulation 

if someone Is out of cJ.rculation they are 
no longer takins:: part in social activities 
• ~wk on nzy latesl book has k~tpt me out 
of ctrculalion for the postfw months. 
orrosrre back In circulation • Ihu:rrslu's 
bock in circulation again qfter her 
accident. 

civil 
keep a civil tongue In your hoad slig/Uly 

formal 
if you tell someone to keep a clv11 tongue 
in their h<lad, you are tcl.lins tb0cm to be 
polite, e.:;pE~CiaUy after they have said 
somethius rude • (often an order) 7'ry to 
k£ep a ctviJ tongue in JI()Ur !wet. We want 
/rim on ou1· side. 
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sb's claim to fame 

a reason for a person or place to ~ well 
known or famous • The town's main 
claim ro fanu fs that t/U? President was 
born hen. • {humorous) His tmi)' dalm 10 
fame is that IU? nearly met Prim:~ss Dfatla. 

stako a/your claim 
to make it clear tll.at }'Oil want something, 
and that you think you dese1-ve to get it 
• (often + to) DescendtJJtts of the original 
settlers Or¥ going w coun to stake tfzeir 
claim to tlU? land. • In order to stckc a 
claim f or u;orld promiTWICe in astronOm)\ 
the uniuersity is building a huge new 
0/)(iC£11 teJt$COpe. 

clam 
shut up like a dam )I 

to suddexllY stop t.alld.ng and to refuse to 
sa.y any more b A clllm I!' a flsh with a 
shell which closes up very quickly lJ 
something attacks it. • \Vfzen I a.sked him 
abou.t his trfp tc Korea. he slzut up lfke a 
clam. 

danger 
drop a danger British & Australian, 

informal 
to say somethJng by accident that 
emb<arrMSeS or upsets wmeone • 1 
dropped a clanger b)l askin8 John horo his 
dog u;as when It's beendeodtllreemonths. 

clapham 
the man/woman on the Clapham 

omnibus Rrilish 
an l.maglnary person whoseoplnlons and 
behaviour arc thought to be typical of 
ordinary British people • (usually 
Sin£Ular) Till! man on the Clapham 
omnibus probably knou..-s nothlrtg about 
Rwanda. 

clapped-out 
dapped-out British & Auslralkm. 

informal 
Jf sometllinB. cspcclally a car. 1s clapped­
out. i t is in a very bad rondJuon because 
it is old or has been used a lot • He still 
dritJeSaclappedoQUt Mini which he bought 
u-hm he was at co ~leg€. 

clappers 
like tho dapfMrs British. iTI!orrnal 

very quickly • He IJ.IOrks like tlleclappws­
he'll have it fin~ tn no time! • They 
ran like the clappers wher1 tJz,e poli«man 
came round tM cor Mr. 

clarion 
a clarion call llurary 

o.strongand clear raquest fbr people to do 
something • (often + for) The charity 
commJ.f.Sion 's clarion coli for l?'l()re 
don.atttms h(l$ producW an immediate 
response. • (often + to) Her unification 
spef!Ch was seen as a clarion call to party 
mcmbe.r-s. 

claws 
get YOUT daws into sb informal 

to find a way of influencing or 
()()ntrol..lin.£ someone • U tlU? loan 
company 8d.S Its c/.clws lnw you, you'U SLIU 
be JJaYinR off This debt WI ten )'OU 'ro 51). 

get he-r daws into sb Informal 
if a woman gets her claws into a man, she 
manages to start u·el.atlonship with hint. 
often because she wants to control hlmot· 
gi!t something from hlm • If she gelS ller 
claws into that young 11U2n she'll ruin his 
political caner. 

clean 
a dean bill of health 

if you give wmeone or something a clean 
bill of health. you examine them and 
state th.-·tt they arc hoolthy. in good 
condition, orlegal • John will havele!st(JJI 
at home until the d01.:1Qr$ gi1..oe him a cleon 
bW Q[ ltealth. • Of SO countries inspected 
for airline safety only 17 recel.t•ed a clean 
blll Q[ 11eolth. 

a dean break 
if you make a clean break from somoone 
or something. you l~ave them quickly 
and compkn.~ and are not Involved with 
them at an in the future • (often + with) 
Sometimes uoe ne<>..d to make a clean 
break with the past. • (often ~ from) The 
.kr/)(l.lleUol'eplanninc a clean break/rom 
the old celcuislon cecJmolog/.e$. 

acleansh-t 
1 mainl}t British if yeu are given a clean 

sheet, )'Oil can stal1 something again, and 



all the problems caused by YOU or other 
people In the past will be forgotten • 1 
want us to /orcet all r~ arguing of 1M 
past, and srart the lVew Year with a clean 
sheet. 

2 British if a football team or a goalkeeper 
<=the pla.ver Wllo stands 1n the goal} has a 
clean sheet, they do not allow the other 
team to score any goals • United hpt a 
cloon shut in a11 away match/or the first 
time this season. 

a dean slate 
if you are g1ven a clean slate, you can 
start something again. and all of the 
problems caused bY you or other poople 
ln the past will be forgotten • The 
companysdebts hatV! bempald.sothat the 
new manager can start with a clean 
s late. 
wipe the slate clean to make It possible 
to start somotlung agal.n, wltllout aD.>' of 
the mistakes or pt'Oblems of the past 
• The time he spent in priSon shoold hat-e 
Wiped the slate dean. 

a dean swoop 
It you ma~ a clean sweep, )'OU win a 
rompetition or an ele<:tion very easily or 
you win all the pri1.es in a competition 
• China's women dlven achf.et'Cd a dean 
suoeep in )'CStertlay's com~rllWns. 
• Analysts are pred/.cting a elton SW«pfor 
the ruling partJ! in the forlMcming 
ehxJions.. 

be as dean as a whistle 
if someone iS QS clean as a whi.~tle, they 
are not invoh:ed In anything illegal • He 
hasn't got a criminal record - m'sdean as 
a whi.<;tle. 

be as clean a.s a whistle 
be as dean as a new pin 

to be very clean • The <:4ft's as cletsn as a 
whiStle, and thcfooci'se.xcellent. 

corne clean X 
to tell the truth, Ofi4!n about something 
bad tlull you have been trying to keep a 
secret • 1 felt it U~S UPtUl to COfiWCk'all an<l 
tf!/J hor what thl' doctor had told me. 
• (often + 11bout) It's time for the 
Chant:ellor to come clean about r~ 

proposed tax rises. 

makct a dean tw.ast of It 
to lcl.l the truth about somethl..ng. 
~ially something bad or illegal that 
you have done, so that you do not have to 
feel guilty any more • lifter nwnths Q{ 
b'illll about the money, I cUcided to make a 
cl«zn breast of It and tell the truth. 

show sb a clean pair of heels BriJisll 
to go faster than someone else in a race 
• Butler showed them all a clean pair of 
heels as he road for tfu!Fmishing line. 

cleaner 
take sb to the cleaner's 
1 illformal to get a lot or money from 

someone. usually by cheating them • He 
HOt into a game of poker with two 
prQ/€'SSW1UJl gam biRrs a11d. of course, tJuzy 
took him t{) tJw cleanu's. 

2 informal to defeat sorne¢ne by a very 
large amount • T12ey dc11't lih-e playing us 
because we took them to the. cleaner's lllst 
year and theye(l,. Wore. 

cleanliness 
Cleanliness is next to Godliness. old· 

fashioned 
something that you say which means that 
exel!pt for worshipping God, the most 
important thing in life is to be cle.m 
• Could you rry to wash behind ;>•our cars 
occaswnally'!' Cleanliness is ~.'tt to 
Godlirw:ss,;>'OU know. 

clear 
t>. as dear as crystal 

to be ''<lrY easy to soo or understand • l'\r; 
the lnstrualon.s taS;)' to understilnd?' 'Yes. 
cl£ar as uystal. • 
crystal dear • She mad2 it uystal clear 
thaJ. w was only helping us because w 
had to. 

be as ctear as mud llumorous 
to be nnposslblc to understand • 'Does 
that make 5ef!Se?' ·Yes, it 's as clror as 
mud.' 

be in the dear )( 
to not be guilty of a crime. or not be 
responsible for a mistake • Video evidence 
proved that the boys were In the dear. 

steer dear of sthlsb X 
to a\'oid something or someone because 
they are dangerous or bad for you • I'd 
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uurclcorqf .Joe(! I u.-ereyou- he'U only 
cause trouble. • I try to steer dear of llcaw 
meals tfu!sedays. 

clear-cut 
clea,..cut 

clear and certain, so that there is no 
doubt about something • S/10 lwsckar-cuJ 
evidence that tJw company cheated lwr. 
• Tfu! link betuoeen alcohol and crime ls 
elM N Ut. 

dear-eyed 
cloai'·oyod 11Uiin/y Atrwrican 

a clear-eyed unrterstanding of a situation 
is correc1 • (always before noun) John's 
ckclr-(t)oed ~$$ment of the company's 
problems StJved It from boJikruptQ: 

cleft 
In a deft sttck Brilish & Australian, old­

fashioned 
II someone iS in a cleft stla.>, they have a 
problem which is rery difficult to sol\•e 
• I'm In a realcWt stickberottSe! can'tsell 
my lwuse. • BecaJ.~M of new employment 
laws, these companies are caught in a 
cltift stick. 

clever 
a clovor c:logs British & Australian, 

humorous 
a dever boots Australian. humorous 

lf you call someone a clevl!l" clo~ you 
mean that they are wry clever • 1 bet old 
clever clogs Mre knows rJu answer. 

a dever d ick British &.Aus:raJian 
someone who tries too hard to show that 
they are clever. in a way whk:h anno)'S 
other people • Re's sue1t a cheer dlck, 
talking loudly on the plume In lots Qj' 
djffmmi lcrtJ!UQ£eS_ 

bo too d ovClr by tutlf Briltsh 
to bQ too oonl'ident of ):our own 
lnteillgencc in a wa.v that annoys other 
poople • AI sdlcol he luul a rrpUlation/or 
arrogance. 'Tho clever b) half' was how 
one former tJ!ocher desa-llied him. 

box clever Brlltsh 
to beha\.1! i.n a clever and wmetimes 
slightlY dishonest way to try to achieve a 
result you want ~ A g<>OO boxer(= man 

d ock 

who fights as a sport) Is a person who 
uses skill as well as strength to wm 
fl(!hts. • Obviously M U'Ou/d haL-e to lx!x 
deL-er In the wUntsS SJand to CVOfd 
implicating himself. 

climbing 
be dlmblng t M walls ul{ormal >\. 

to be extremely nnrvous. worrtcd, bored, 
or annoyed • I was proctlcally dlmblltg 
the wollsat her stUpidity. 

cloak-and-dagger 
cloak-and-dagger 

cloak-and-dagger behaviour Is when 
people bEhave in a \'Cry secret way, often 
when it is not really necessary b A 
cloak is a cypc of long, loose coal and a 
dagger Is a small sharp knife used as a 
weapon. In 17th century Spanish theatre, 
cloak·Md~gger v;as wom by a 
dishonest character In the pllcy. • (always 
before noun) Is atl thl$ cLOCk-and-dagger 
strdi n«essary? Why wn't u'tjust meet in 
a caft llkt eLW)oonedseP 

clock 
around/round the d ock 

all day and all night • Do<:tlJrs and 1UlTSe$ 

uwked around the clock to help the people 
if!iuml in tile train crash. • This station 
broadcasts 1lAUIS round thulcck. 
ai"'W\d·t he-<lock • (alway·s before notUl) 
The polll:e are mounttng an arowlll·thiJ. 
clock guard on the f!l1lbass;~t 

putltwn tho dock back 
to mal<e things the saJne as they were at 
an earlle!r time • Tht court's didsiQn Juts 
put the clock back a /mildred yec.rs 
• (often ~ to) Let's turn back the clock to 
1963 llltd listen to the Beatles slngtne 
'£oL~ louemedo: 

raco againrt tM clock 
in sport, if llP.OPlc race a(pltnst. t hr. c1oC'.k, 
they tty to race faster than a partlc\Wu­
time hlstcad of racing against other 
people • In time trlo/.s, C)•c!Jsts ~ 
agalnst the dtxk. 

run out the clock American &Ausrrolian 
kUI the dock American 

to keep the bal.1 away from the team 
competing against you at the end of a 
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game so that they cannot score any 
points • TM Pistons thought tizzy u:ere 
runninll ouJ the dock but /()st the baU and 
theca~ in the la.st nine seconds.. 

watch tho dock 
to keep looking to sec what the time 1s 
because you are eager to stop what }'OU 

arc doing • I can tell if aftlJn lsn't h oldtng 
my atten1ion beca~ I find myself 
watclltng the clQck and cJumging posWOil 
a lot 
dock·watdllng • A let of ctock·waJchinR 
goes on durt.nc the genQal l€crures, 
especia/jy in tile second how: 

wortc against the clock / 
to work very fast because you la\ow you 
only have a llmltcd period of time to do 
something • Scltnllsfs u~re worktng 
a_gainst the clock UJ colkct $pl!dmens 
before the IX>lronoerupted again. 

clockwork 
golrunJwortc Ike clockwork 

if an event or a system BOOS like 
clockwork, it happens e:-:actly as it was 
planned. without any problems • The 
who/ecerrm!(my went llkeclochwork. • The 
Su:issrailwaysrun likedockwork. 

like dockwork 
if somethlng happens like clockwork. It 
happens at regular times • Hearrivtd at 7 
eoeryet;-ening, likedockwork. 

clogs 
pop your dogs Britlsh.llumorous 

to die • This pl.ace hasn't bftn the same 
sblcepoor old Harry poppM hts clogs. 

dose 
a close call 
1 a situation where something very 

unpleasant or dangerous nearly 
happened • ~~ managi!d UJ get out of the 
car M,fore i1 couglltf!re. but ttl~ had a very 
close call. • Th~ business survived, but it 
was a close calL 

2 if a competition or an election is going to 
be a close call, more than one person has 
a good chance of winnins • It 's going to 
be a dOSf! call. The vote could go either 
U.'Q)t 

be too close to call if a competition or 
an election is too close to call. it is 
impossible to guess who will win • Tile 
electlcn result ts still too close to call. 

a dose shaVi! 
a situation where somethinsunpleasant 
or dangerous nearly happened • Iliad a 
ciOSl! shave whm a trre fell just where I 
had OOm StnndhiJ!. 

be dace to home 
if a subject is close to home, it affects you 
in a personal w~; and it can UI)Se'l you if 
someone says something unpleasant 
about i t • His commtnts about u.'Orklng 
Tnl)thers were a bftdt>st UJ /lome ,{or me. 

be too close for comfort 
to make people worried or frightened by 
being too close in di.<>tance or too similar 
in amount • Those lions u;ue much too 
close for comfort • The party will haoo UJ 
«;ork hard to impr«.-e its image the /a$t 

electlcnresult was too clcseforconifort. 

Clos.e, but no cigar. American & 
Australian. humorous 
sotncthin,g tlUit you say to som4!<>nc if 
what they teU )'OU or what they do Is 
nearly correct but not completely lb A 
cisar (= a type of thlck cigarette) was 
sotootiJncs used as a prJ.zc in. games and 
compct1tJons people paid to pla,11. • 'Is his 
name Howard?' 'Ciuse, but no c:i{:ar. Its 
Harold.' 

sail dow to the wind 
to take risks "hich could cause problems 
or danger • (often In continuous tcuscs) 
"~ 1ti4Y hiW1!}14SI tiiOU.(!h~ to Ce! there, 
but ue'U besatltnga bit close to the wind.. 

closed 
bee closed book 

to be something that you know or 
understand nothing about • (usually + 
to) I'm Q{raid physics will alwayS be a 
c:Wsed book to me. 

behind dosed doors 
if something is done behind closed doors, 
it is done in private • The UniJid Natltms 
SecuriJy Council met behind closed doors 
tnNew York. ).;. 
dOHd·door a clOsed-door event is one 
that 1s ~t and not open to the public 
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• (always before noun) /It a sp<'C/al closed• 
door stssion Q,/ tlw UN. w ambassador 
cortflnnedthewltluJraW<Ilo/ hisrowrtry's 
troops. 

closet 
come out of the closet 
1 to talk in public about something which 

rou l<ell( secret in the past because you 
v.-ere embarrassed about it • Jt "s time 
h4Jry wom~n ccnu out of thulostt. It's a 
probltm thatQ/[«lsaU WOIIlen toa(/JWter 
or les.sl!T d~. 

2 to tell people that you are homosexual 
(: sexual!)· attracted to people or the 
~PUT~e sex as you) so that it Is no longer a 
secret • He ./iMl/)1 ckcUkd to come out c.f 
tht ck>s# SD his ~r would swp aslctng 
him why htwosn't marrttd. 
Ol't'OSITE In the cl0S41t • You can't lll.'tyOUr 
life in the closet. At somt stfllle )'OU've got 
tocomevutand admlt)'Ou'rtga)t 

cloth 
doth ears British,old:{ashioned, 

humorous 
somethinC you Cl\11 someone who has not 
heard somcthmg you wd • Hey, cl0tl1 
~. 1 asked II you wonltd a drink. 

cut your ceNt ~ccording to your doth 
cvt )'Our doth according to }'out means 

to only buy what you ha\'e enough money 
to pay for • Of course we'd loclc a huge 
r:xpmsiiJI hot4St, but ) 'OU MIN U) CUI.>'OW" 

coat aaordlng to .>'OUr cloth. 

take the doth forma/ 
to become a priest • Ht took the cloth in 
1~5. 

cloud 
be on cloud nine Informal 

to be very happy • Fbr a f~ da)--s qftu l 
Mf:zrd l 'd80t tlwjob.I u:won ck>ud nW. 

Cloud 1s Ut;ed In the f01lov.1ng phrases 
connected with a problem or an 
unpleasant situation. 

a cloud h angs over sb/sth 
if a cloud hangs over someone or 
somethJ.ng, people bolievc something bad 
about them and do not trust them or like 
them completely be<:.ause of It • Tlwre 's 

club 

still a cloud lumgtng or;u the school's 
direi:for becauu of the alkgations of 
former pupil$. • .A dark cloud still hwtg 
OL'U ~ 111Search proj~ ~114 denials 
that or!>' animals had bctn h.arnu:d. 

~ doud on the horizon 
a problem or difficulty which you cxpce~ 
to happen in the f\lture • The only cloud 
on the hcrlzon Is thtphysksexam In June 
- rm surd'll do fine in all ~.Mothers. 

be under~ cloud 
lf someone or something is under a 
cloud. they 3.l't' not trusted or not popular 
because people think they have done 
something bad • The bl.sh()p's brother 
rt:Signedfrom hu Job under a cloud. • The 
lwteJ bustness is ~r o cloud at tile 
mcmen1 0/'ltr 11e~rs reutakd thct 
many tourists w.rre betns systtmatkaJiy 
OVtrc:harged. 

Ev.ry cloud has a sllwr lining. /" 
soJnothing that you say which means that 
then! is something good even in an 
unpleasant situation • As tM trip's been 
cancelled I'll ~able to go to tJw matcll this 
Sat!~ Ever)• cloud has a silver lining. 

cloud-cuckoo 
live in douckuclcoo land 

to belie\oe that thinss you -nt will 
happen, When reall.v they are impossible 
• An.>'OI'Ie u.'hb t.hlnJcs thts projtct will be 
flrtlsMd within six uwks is living ln 
cloud-cuckoo land. 

clover 
a,. in dov4r 

to be 1n a \'CrY p!Pasant situation. 
especlally because yoo have a lot of 
money • With the lllC.'DITiefrom the family 
~ sht"s in cl()flU 

dub 
be In the dub British. vld-fasluonm 

to be pregnant • ls Tina in theclub! She's 
looking quite large around the tummy. 

Join the dub! British. Amotcan & 
Auslralian 

Wetcom4 to the club! American & 
.Auslralion 
something that you say to someone "'ho 
has just told }'OU about an experience or 
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problem that U1cy have had In ordet· to 
show that you have had the same 
e;>;perience or prooltm~ too • '1 can't stop 
eating clwcouue.' 'Join the cluJ)!' • 1-\i' 
can'tojforda vacation this year.' 'H~lccme 
to the dUb!' 

clue 
n.OthaWa~Afal 
~ .... ao lcbaw~ or or no 
mrel'ln8Uon about somrruna • ·~~t~w 
mudt do ~ cost , l'offahiril!" 1 
havin'l 101. • du& • • iofton • alicnltl 
lntlmil ~ Ill t1tii 1SIOS didltt 
~ il eil.te abOUt 1M ~ Ohlii'IE 
IQc,..:~qf tlw/iltm&. 

clutches 
fall into sb's clutches , 

to become lnllwmi:OO or controlled by 
someone who Is lik~ly totlSc their pmwr 
ina bad way • Hefellin1Qthecu4tchesqf a 
nationalist terrorist group. • Thee were 
[ears t!w.t w weapons might fall into the 
enemy's dutches. 
bo in sb's clutches • SM. couldn't IJem· «> 
thi11k Q[ her precious daughter being in 
the clutches of o ,·eUsior.stonatk. 

c-note 
a C.note American. Informal 

a piece of paper American money that is 
wor th 100 dollars • Jof! took a wad<!{ bin.~ 
ouc of his JXX!wl. peekd off a C-ncrc aru:l 
Jumcled it Ot'llr. 

coach 
drive a ~ach and horsi!S through sth 

British 
if liOmeone drive5 a coach Md hor.,-es 
through a rule. an opinion, a plan. or a 
t radition, they destroy i~ by doing 
roruerhing against it which it is too weak 
to prev~nt • llis C()mpar.y dro1~ a coocl1 
and hcrses through empio)•m£nt 
legtslatlcn. • She produced SUJtistlcs 
which drove a coach and horses through 
the chairman'$ argument. 

coal face 
at the coalface British & .Australian 

someone who is at the coaJface is doing 
tlle worlc lm:oh'ed in ~ job, not talking 

about !r, planning it. or controlling it 
• You siJ tn .!-'Our Q/Jl~ looktnR at 
consuJtaniS' reports. but it's tlze men ami 
W~Jmen at the coo/face who reall:r· 
understand the business. 

coals 
carryftake coals to New QStlo British 

to take sumt!thillg to a place or a per~on 
that b.as a lot of that thing already 
~ Newcastle is a town in Northern 
England which Is In an area w~re a lot of 
coal was product.'<l. • Exporting pine (1) 

Sccmdiruwia is a bit like carrying coals to 
Newcastle. 

dragfhaul sb over the coals 
to speak al.lgrily to someone because they 
ha"e don~ SOitl(!th.ing wrong • (f I make u 
spelling mistake, I get hauled over the 
coals by my bo~. • (often + for) TheY 
~lid lu1r Ou((r file ccals for lx!lflB late 
with l!er ass/gnmeltl. 

rako ovor tho coals 
to talk about unpleasant things from thtl 
past that other people would prefer not to 
talk about • (usually In c<>nthmous 
tenses) 'T1rcre 's no point in raking o~oer the 
coals- all that llappeJu:d twenty )<earS ago, 
and tllere's nothii'!JwtCandoaboutlt now. 

coast 
(from) c:oast to coast 

froDl one side of a cowury to dw other 
• We craveJI<?d across America coast to 
coast. 
coast-to<oast • It was lhe first fullp 
pa~'ed coast-to<oast US highway, between 
New York and San Francisco. 

the coast is dear X 
if the coast is clear. you can do soJOOthing 
or go somewhere because ther\"! is no one 
ncar who n1il!ht see or he-.ar you • You M/Z 
come ow now, rM coast ts ciem: • I waitR:d 
ortrside the house until 1M CO<l5t rcas ckar, 
then scjll.v tappl!li on the window. 

coat-tails 
on sb's coat·talls 

if you :J.cllleve something on scmcone·s 
coat·tails, you only achieve lt because or 



their help or influence • SJw. 'd ristn to 
fame on tlwcoat·tai~Q{ her ha{fsistw: 

cobwebs 
blow away the cobwebs British & 

Australian 
to do something whkh makes you feel 
less tired or bored. cs-pei;ially to spend 
t ime outside in the fresh alr ~ Cobwebs 
are made by spiders(= small insects with 
Slegs) and arc usually foWld In rooms or 
places that no one uses very much. • A 
stroll along tl~ clVft wlll blow (•w<•Y the 
C()bwdJs. 

cock 
the mck of the walk Brlltsh, old· 

fashioned 
a man who acts as li he is more 
fashionable or lmportant than other 
people • ~acts like the cock of t he IN'Oik 
around tile offu;e. 

cock-and-bull 
a CO<k-and-bull story 

a story or e>;pJanation whlch is obviously 
not true • Sfw. told me S()TM cock-an4-bull 
storyaboUI her car breaking down. 

cockles 
warm the cockles of your heart old­

fashi<Jmd 
if something you see or hear warms the 
cockles of your heart, It makes ~·ou feel 
happy beca~ it liOOWS that people can 
be good and kind • It 's an old{ashionc.d 
romance that will warm em rxx:J..-les of 
your heart. 

coHee 
a coffee table book 

a larg(). expt>nslve book with a lor or 
t'll.'\l.ln:~ \.h.a~ h• Q{l~, kept un " l;fhlu l\lr 

people to look at • A glossy C()jfec table 
book 0/ his an ~N'Ork wtll be publish«lmxt 
year. 

Wake up and smell the coffee! X 
something that you say In order to tcU 
someone that they should try to 
undcn."tand the tnle facts of a simation 
or that th<>y should glvc more attention to 
wbst is happening around them • It's 
~)'Ott woke up and smelled the coffee, 

Don. lWre just not getting enough 
business an>• mere. 

cog 
a cog in the machine/wheel 

one part of a large system or 
Ol.llanization • He was just a small cog in 
1M hlrge wheel of orgonised crime. • This 
warehouse i.s an impcrtDnt cog in our 
distribution macl1ine. 

coining 
be coining It British & Australian, 

informal 
bo coining monoy American & 

Australian. ilt{ormcd 
to be cam1ng a lot of money qukkly 
• The magazine has been C(Jinin.g it since 
the new editQT took ovu. 

cold 
cold turkey 

the unpleasant p1JYS1c:ll and mental 
effects someone swrers when they 
$uddenly stop taking drui:J'I • The addid 
himself must make the decision thllt he 
wcaus IC J{O cold tur key. • TM nurses are 
there to eJ'ICOUJ'a~ potkn.ts through colli 
turkey. 
cold-turkey • (always befON noun) frJ!d­
tw"key tnatment o.f culdicts will al~N'ays 
produce withdrawal symplQITJ$. 

a cold fish 
a person who does not seem very friendly 
and does not show their emotions • He 
i:sn 't very demorutrotive. but his tTUJther 
was a coldjJSh so hR probably gets i t from 
her. 

a c;oldsnap 
a sudden and short perkld of cold 
wcnthcr • Thr. >'C<Y!nt cold snap ~ kd to 

hiKJw food prices. 
be as cold M k e 

to be very cold • Come In and gel warm,. 
y!)ur handsareasc;old as iu. 

be cold c:omfort 
if something ~nmeone tells you to make 
you feel better about a bad situation is 
cold comfort. it dOCs not make you feel 
better • (usually + tv) 7'he doctor said 
only his legs are pa1·al~, not his whole 



cold 76 

body. but 1 tlltnk that wUl be rold comfort 
to him. 

catch sb cold American 
informal to surprise someone with an 
O\•ent. a question. ot· a p~ of news they 
&1'1! not expecting • Yoo caught me ccld 
with this news - I dldn'r know anything 
abor~t ir. 

get ~old feet 
to suddenly be«~ me too f rightened to do 
som ething yo\t had planned to do. 
cs'DOOially something imPOrtant like 
getting married • We're gtttina married 
ni!Xt Saturday- that's if Trevor doesn't 
get cold feet! • I'm worried she mtzy bt 
getting cold feet about our trip to 
Pawgonia. 

give sb the cold shoulder 
to behave towards som~nc in a wat,y that 
1s not at all friendly, somcttmes for 
reasons that this pel"lWn does not 
understand • \Vhat have! done to him? He 
gave m£ the c.old sllou,/der the whole 
evening at the part)!. 
cold-shoulder sb • After theirargwnmt, 
Peter cold·shouldered Jonathan for the 
rest Qf tile week. 

In the cold light of day 
lf you think about something tn the cold 
light of da.v. you think about it dearly 
and calml)l without the emotions you had 
at the time it happen(!(), and you ofion fool 
sorry or ashamed about it • The next 
morning. in the cold light of da:>; Sarah 
realized wlult a rompll!te idiot she had 
been. 

lttavtt sb cold 
lf something leaves you cold, it does not 
cause you to feel any emotion • Mary said 
the book had hw In tears. but It left me 
cold. 

pourtthrow cold water on sth tn{Ormal 
if you oour C(lld water on opinions nr 
ideas, you criti<:ize them and stop people 
believing them or being excited about 
thl!m • Margaret Thatchc poured cold 
wattr on the idea of a European central 
bank. 

take a cold show« htaiiiJrous 
if you tell someone to take a cold showm; 
you mean the)• should do something to 
stop thenlselves thinking about sell: 
• She's clearly not inW'ested. so u;hy don't 
)IIW}usr 10M a cold showu? 

when sblstll sneezes, sb/ sth catches a 
cold mainlY British 

If sb/sth utchos a colct sb/ sth gets 
pneumonia matr~Q; Brlti:sh 
when one per!;On or organtution has 8 

problem. this problem has a much worse 
effect on another person or organization 
• \Vhen New Yo'* S1&eae:t, I'm ofratd 
Lon4tm catChes a a>ld- tllat Is just the way 
IJ~ stock marki!CS opaYJt.r now. • U the 
~ountry's econcmy mtt:Ms a cold. local 
businesstSgetpneumonia. 

Cold is used ln the foUowing phrolscs 
connec;ted with not being part of a 
group or accivit)l 

~ome in from the cold 
if soml!<lne comes in from the <.'Old, they 
become part or a group ot• an actiVIIY 
whlch t.lley were not allowed Lo join 
before • Thrk~· ls now keen to come in 
from 1J1e cold and join 1M European 
~ommunit)!. • After four years awey from 
th.ef(J$hlcn scene, Jasper has come inftY>m 
th.e cold with his mw 1997 ck.signu 
coli« Zion. 
bring sb in from the cold • (USually 
pru.-siw) SouJh African cricket ha:;flnal(y 
been brougllt in .trom tl~e ccld after pears 
Q/ e,t:cluslonfrom the International cricket 
scene, 

leave sb out in the cold 
to not allow someone to become part of 8 

group or an 11ctiVity • The gor;crnmcnt's 
tran.:'iport policy leat.'e3 people who do not 
own cars out In the rold. • Women's 
footbolltfCUTIS /C$l they an lt/r our in the 
ccld as/arasmedta oouerogelsCOIIO?rned. 
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collision 
be on a collision course 

if two people or groups are on a coWs ton 
course. they are domg or ~·ing things 
which are certBin to cause a serious 
disagreement or a fight between them 
• All attempts at dJp/omac,• haiK' broktn 
doum and the tWQ states IIOW appear to be 
on a collision coun.-e. • (often + wtth) The 
British go~>oemmcnt is on a roUision t:o~J.Ne 
with the American admtnL<;tTat!Cn ol..'l!r 

tradt! tariffs. 
putfset Sb on a collis ion course 
• (usually • with) Her :statements to the 
press hal..'l! put hu on a collision cow-se 
With t.hf' party lrodership. 

colonel 
a Colonel Blimp British, old-fashioned 

an old man who has old·fashioned ideas 
and believes he is very impol'tant • He's 
1.'1!7)' much a Colonel Blimp with hi:s 
comments about [oreil;n irlflu-en~ 

divtdin.g our socitt;V. 

colour 

Color Is th& Am&rkan spei.J..IIlg of 
colour. Austr8lians use both 
spellinw>-

see the colour of sb's money 
to make sure rhat someone can pay for 
something before you let them have it • I 
want to see the colour of his monzy bej'o~ 1 
say the car's h ls. 

colours 

Colors is the American spelling of 
colours. Australians usc both 
spellings. 

nail your colours to the mast 

to publicly state your opinions about a 
subject • Nobod,y k!wws u;lzicll l.Dtzy he's 
going to l:ote because he has so for N!fused 
tc nail his colours to the mast. 

show sb in their trve colours X. 
to show what someone's real character is, 
especially whet\ lt is unpleasant • By 
showing the terrorists in their true 
rolollrS, the government hopes to 
undermine public support/or them. 

comeuppance 

show )-our true colours • WJwnso17U!Oilt 
is ftl«d with such a Urrlbkl ordeal. It 
shows tfwir tru.e rolours. 
so~ sb In thcJ.r trve colours • AJ last fw 
so.w Iter In hertnN colours as o liar and a 
clwot.. 
see sb's true colours • It wasn't untl/ u;e 
starttd UJ live together that I saw her true 
colours. 

come 
Como again? i'f!{ormal X 

something thnt you s,.<ty when you want 
SQnlcone to repeat what tbey llave just 
said beeause you did not hear or 
understand it • 'W11ar~ amazing is th4l 
Pauline's llalf sister's son is tlwfather of 
her cousin's chfld. ''Come again?' 

come out fighting BritlSh. American&. 
Australian 

come out swinging mainly American 
if someone comes out fib-hUng, the~· 
defend themselves or something they 
believe in, In a very determined way 
• TJurj• were crtttclz.td from all sides but 
tl~e>• oome outftehtlng. • The condiOOus 
came ow swinging In theftrStftw minutes 
of the debate. 

come what may X 
whate\'er happens • 1 sllaU be tllere 
tcntght come what may. • It's alwaysJiood 
to klww that. come what ma): your job is 
safe. 

be as [uazy/rkh etc.] as they corM )'( 
to be very craz}; rich etc. • JeJUIJ"s as 
cra.zy as tlwy come. 

comes 
as It corMS Bririsll & Australian 

if sontconc asks you how they should 
prepare your drink end you say as it 
CQmes, you mean that any way they 
prepare it will be acceptabl{' • 'JIOUJ do 
)'OU like Y<JUT cofl«?' 'Oh, a:s it cernes, 
pkase- l'm not fussy. • 

comeuppance 
get~·c~euppance 

tf yOu get your comeuppance, something 
had happens to you as a result of 
something bad that you have done to 
someone else • lic'llgel his comeuppo.tu;e, 
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you 'll see. YOu can't treat Pf!fJple the way he 
does and rwt go unprmfshtd In this I&Orld. 

coming 
had It coming Wormat 

if someooc had lt coming. somethmg bad 
happened to them which they deserved 
• (often • to) 1 wasn't aJ all surprtud to 
hear he'd bem firtd.. \~1th all that 
unf:wlained time qJJ hll hod It comirJc to 
him. 

have sth Q)ming out of your e.-n 
llt{iwmal 

tohmrcmoreof something than YOU want 
or need • He'sgoing to hove 7110MYC't>mi118 
out of his ear!> if tJrisMo.lr.omesQ/J 

comings 
the comings and goings 

the nlO\'ements of petlplt> arriving at 
places and leaving places • One Q/ our 
neil(hbot.trs Is oiU.I(I)'S at her wmdow 
watching the comings and gotJws Q/ 
euery:one In tlu :ftr«/. 

comme il faut 
be comma II f•utformal 

behaviour that is comme il faut is con:eet 
because rt follows the formal rules or 
SOCial behaviour • It's not exactly ro~nme 
il/cwt to be~ makin)(jokes at cfunuaL 

common 
common ground 

shartd opinions between two people or 
groups of people who di~ree about 
most other subjects • It sums 
incrcasinJ;{y unlikely thai th.e two ~ 
UJillfind anycommcn ground.. 

the common touch 
the ability of a rich or lmportant person 
to communicate "ell with and 
understand ordinary people • It U.'OS 

always said of the prin«SS tlrot she had 
the commcm toucll and that's wily she 
u:os $0 lot'«/ by the pcopk. • He was c 
dedlcatt:d and brilliant ~ but lie 
lack<ld the common touch. 

as common •s muck British & Australian, 
ltifornral 
an Impolite wa.>· of describing someone 
who Is fl"'m a low social class • You can 

ttl/ p·om the ~'OJ she talks slw'S cs 
common as muck. 

m;iike common cause with sb/ormal 
If one groUp of people makes common 
cause with another group, they wurit 
tORethcr in order to Behieve something 
that both group.c; want • Envtromnmt 
proiestn-s hm-e made conrmcn rouse wltl1 
local people tl) stOP the motorwtzy from 
bWI!rbuilt. 

common-or-garden 
common-or-garden BrltWI 

very ordinary • (always before noun) r 
just want a comnwn or__,ariMn bike - It 
dcesn't Jt.ave to hove special wheels or lots 
Q/ grorsaran>111Jng like that. 

con1parison 
pale bylin comparison 

to ~m les.'\ serious or less important 
when comparoo with somethiuc elt~e 

• (oflen + with) I thought I was bad(\' 
treated but my experiences pale tn 
comparison wilhyours. 

compliment 
a back-handed compliment British. 

American &Allstralion 
a left·handed compliment Amertcan 

a remark which seem.o; appro\ins but 
which is also negative • He gave 1/W that 
classic bado-handrd compliment. He so1d J 
pli;o•rd/OOtballl:ery u:eil 1ora woman'. 

return the compflmen1 
to do something for someone becauq 
they have done something for )'OU 

• 11tanks for looking Qfler tiH! house whi~ 
we ccue a wa)! I hcpe I'll be abll to rCUU'n 
thl!campllmtnr some time. 

compliments 
fish for compliments ~ 

to try to mt~ke someone praise you. oCtcn 
by criticizing )~urscl! to them • (USuall>' 
in continuous tenses) E111ma. you knollJ 
)'OU non't look jl1t in that~ An )'OU 

}1Shingforcompliments? 

compos 
be compos mentis humm·mts 

1f someone is compos mentis. they are 
able to tWnk clearl~· and are responsible 
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fOl' their actions • My mother was qui~ 
old Qt tJ~ ttme but she u-as perfectly 
compos mentis. 

conclusions 
,~'( 

jump to conclusions 
to guess the facts about a situation 
without having enough illformatlon • I 
might be jumping t{) ronclusions but 1'1--e 
seen them llJilellrer tw~ i.n town. 

conniption 
have a conniption fit Amerfcan, old· 

fashiOIIed 
to be very anb'l"Y or \U)5et • lob• mother 
would /lat)t. a conniption fil (f she could 
see me now. 

conscience 
prick sb's conscience 

to make som~e fMl guilty • Sl!~ln.g 

pictures of star·ving children pricks rey 
conscitmct. bul I rarely give mDTI()' to 
charl(J: 

conspicuous 
be conspicuous by your absence 

humorous 
If someone l~ oonspk:uous by their 
absen~. p110ple notlce that they are not 
present in a place whe1·e they are 
e:~:pected to be • Helen was conspicuous b),• 
/w absence at~ m.e£tin!f .ves~ 

contradiction 
a contradiction In btrms 

a phr:lse that is confusing be(."\usc it 
contains words that seem to have 
opposite meanings • A &-iti:sh su11111U!1· is 
a bil c[ a contradiction in let"m$. • Euro 
Disney alu:<J>'S s-Hms to me a contradiction 
in urms btrouse Disnty is so tjplcally 
AmeriCan. 

contrary 

contrary to popular e,.uet/oplnlon >( 
somethi.ng that you ~· befotG you make 
a statement that l.s the op~ite of what 
most people bellel;e • Controry 11> popu/cr 
belief, bottled wa1er is net alu;.czys bettw 
tho n tap UJ(Jler; 

cool 

conversation 
a conversation piece 

a strange or interesting ot»ect that 
people talk about • Chorlo~'s colkcJlon 
Of VIctorian cards were a good 
oonr:ersation pi(!t%. 

converted 
preach to the converted 

to try to pen;UBde people to believe thin&S 
they lllread.Y believe • (usually in 
oon1lnuous tenses) 1'here's no netd 11> teU 
u:t about the benefits of r«:>v:llng. )f)u'rt 
prtachifll: to t/11! COII.l-'Utfd.. 

cookie-cutter 
cookie-cutter .4nu!rtcan )( 

a cookl~uttPr building or plan is exactly 
similar to many others of the same type 
• (always before nolm) The architects 
uoe1-c deUm1ined tluu ll wouldn't be it~St 
another cookie-cutter mall. • Jl-fa~gement 
too oR.cn tlS"e.s a cooki.c-cutwr approach 11> 
solving problems. 

cooking 
be cooking on gas British, informal 
be cooking with gas Am.crican, in/brmal 

to be making good prog~ and to be 
I ikely to S\tcceed • lVe 'n cooking on eas. 
Keept.heworkcomi11C in like this and we'll 
meet the deadline. 

What's cooklng7 Amer(c.an,old1asllumed 
somctltinR that you say in ord£~r to ask 
somootW wha1 ls happening • He)~ you 
euys. what's cooking? Are wegctng out for 
{I drink or not? 

cooks 
Too many cooks (spoiJ the broth). 

somethlll.g that you say which means that 
1f too many people try to wo11< on the 
same piece of work. they wlll spoil It 
• Tlwre UoeN so mall)• people wcrkl.ng on 
the saJM project, no one knew what 
anyone else was doing. I think It was a 
case of too nllJI!)Icooks. 

cool 
cooi It ! itiformal 

something that you My In order to teU 
someone to stop arguing or fighting 
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• Hey, roc/ it, you guys, figlllm.g"$ not 
l{oing to $0lt'41 anything. 

a cool custom..- 111/ornwl 
someone who stays calm and does not 
show their emotions. even in a difficult 
situation • I can lmo.glne Pete beinc good 
at negot£ating. He'sapreJJycootcusramer. 

a cool head 
the abllity to stay calm ttnd think clearty 
in a difficult situation • These are Mgh 
pressuresituathmsa.nd>OO hat-e to keep a 
cool head_ 

.,_ as cool as a wcumber h!llJWrous 
to be very calm and rela.xed.. especially in 
8 dltncult situation • I expected him to be 
all l'len'()IJ.S WOre his inttn'iew but he was 
as rocl as a cucumber. 

keep your cool 
to remain calm. especiJilly in s difficult 
situation • q JoVU Sl!f! a dijficu/t question 
in the e.Yam, don't panic. JUSl k04P )•our 
cool. 

lose your cool 
to sudden!)• become very angry and start 
shouting • 1 try ra be patienl witJl her but 
she was $0 irrilaling tn thal ~I Just 
lost my cooL 

play It cool il1formal y 
to pretend to be calm.er, or ttl be Jess 
intereste<l il\ something or some<~ne. 
than you 1-cal.ly are • Sometimes if ycu 
play iJ cool with a guy he gets ITUJre 
interested. • (often an order) Play it cooL 
Don't let them know how much you need 
the moTU?)! 

coop 
fly the coop mai~• American 

to leave somcv;hcre, cspcc1All,s· to leave 
your home for the first time in order to 
live away from the Cam1Jy b A coop Is a 
place M!ere chickens~ kept • 'I'M last 
or our kids has FmaJJy flown the coop so 
Ule hm..'e the who~ house to oursd!Je.s. 

not be mum cop British, irifonnal 
to not be \'e~· good • T~ scissors aren't 
much cop-do }'Ou hcu.'ean.Y sharper ones! 

copper-bottomed 
copper-bottomed 

a copper-bottomed plan, agreement. or 
financial arrangement Is completely safe 
• (always before noWl) Slle has a copper­
bottomed controd wltll o very successftif 
company. 

copybook 
blot your copybook British & Allstratlon 

to do something which spolls someon.e's 
opimon of you • She blotted Mr copybook 
by arriving late too merttng . 

cord 
cut tile (umbilical) cord 

to stop needing someone else to look after 
you and start acting independently 
~ An umbilical cord Is a long na.rrow 
tube of flesh which connects 8 baby to Its 
mother when it ill growing in!;ide het~ • ln 
order to achieve true independtru:e, 
smalJI!T nations must cut the cord tlltd stop 
deperu;ting on the Vntted SUites fOr 
/iliOncial atd. 

cordon bleu 
cordon bleu 

cordon bleu cooking Is food which Is 
prepared to the highest rutnd.ard and a 
cnrdon bleu cook Is someone who cooks 
to 8 \'l!f'Y high stand.ttrd • (always before 
noun) She spent flue }trors working as a 
cordon bUu cMf bf{ore open inc her ou;n 
restaurant. 

core 
tothe core • 

in every part ~The core is the central 
part of somethil\R. for example an apple 
or the earth. • He's convinced tlulJ the 
army is rotten to tlu cor e. • I 'd ne1.oer 
heard anytlllng 11ke it. lwasshocl.-ed ~the 
core. ( = e:\1:remc]y shocked) 

corner 
around the corner 

going to happen very soon • U·~th 1M end 
of the ~Jury just around tJw corner, 
majorcelebrotionsare being planned. 

bo backed Into a corner 
to be forced into a difficult situation 
which you have little control over • lfet.l 
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I've bet.'n backed Into a ccrner Ol1d I lw.ut! 
noclwicebuJ to sign thea:mtnu:t. 

fight your corner British 
to defend something that you believe in 
by arguing • You 'll hat-e to I:Je readY to 
flllht your ccmer if you wam tllem to 
extend the project. 

have sb in ~~ur corner 

to have tbe support or help of someone 
• We're luck)• we've got James in our 
corner: Noone can beat h im in a debate.. 

paint yourself Into a comu )I 
to de something which puts you in a \~ry 
difficult situation and limits the way that 
you can act • I've painted my!M!If into a 
cornu hen. Having said 1 won't tcJke less 
than £:20 an hour, I ron't thm be seen to 
at:C<'.ptajob that pays less. 

turn tiM cornet" 
If somethinll or someone turns the 
corner, their situaticn starts to Improve 
after a difficult period • C<lrtaUlly, tlle 
companY's been throu$1! di/fleult times 
brlt 1 think me can safely say thai we hwe 
now turn£d the come~: • lu;as really Ill en 
'l'uesdc>• and Wednesday but l think l't'i! 
finally rori'IIJd the corner. 

corners 
cvtcorMn Y 

to do something In the easiest. qltlckcst. 
or cheapest v.·ay. often harming the 
quallty of your work • We've had to cut 
ccrners to make a film on such a small 
budget. • Companies an haL•ing to cut 
corners in order to remain competitice in 
the market. 

corridors 
the corridors of power >( 

the highe:;t le'.-el of government where 
the moot Important decisions are made 
• Hi$ laziness became a legend in the 
corridDrs of pou.-er. 

cost X 
count the~ 

to stan to understand how badly 
something has affected ;,.-au • 1 didn'tread 
the contract fully before 1 $igned it bull'm 
ccuntlng thCCJ)$1. now. 

count 

costs 
at all costs >( 

if something must be done or a\'oided at 
all costs. it mu:;t be done or avoided 
whatever happens • 1.'he only other option 
ls UX)rking on Saturdays which is 
$CITU!thinl: I want roavoidatallcosr.s. • He 
appears to haL"t! decilkd that he mu.<;J sJt:zy 

in power at all costs.. 

cotton 
Bless her/ his cotton sodts. British & 

Australian. humorous 

something that you SIIY when you want to 
ex"J)ress affection fur somoone • My little 
niece - bl2ss hu cotton soclcs - won rhe 
school poetry prize thls year. 

wrap sb up in cotton wool British & 
Australian 
to protect someone too much without 
allowing them to be independent enough 
• She wraps that child u.p in cotton wool as 
if he"ssomepr«iousjewel. 

cotton-picking 
cotton-pidting American & Australian, 

infOrmal 
something that you say before a noun to 
C>-'Pl'CSS anger • Get your cotton·plcking 
feet off my chair! 

couch 
a couch potato informal X 

a person who docs not like physlc.U 
activity and prof'crs to sit down, usually 
to watch television b A couch is a piece 
of furniture that pe<;>.ple sit on. • The 
rmwte control television was invented for 
ccuch pota~Ms. 

counsel 
kMP your own counsel Sl!Chtlyformal 

to not tell other people about your 
oplnlons or plans • He was a quiet man 
who kept his own counsel. 

count 
be out for the count 

to be ~>leepmg deeply ~ When boxers 
( <= men who fight as a sport) arE! stlll not 
conscious after tE!ll seconds have been 
counted they are described as 'out fur the 
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counr. • I ttXIS OUl/Or tile CCUnl so 1 dtd11't 
hearan.,yof /Jgolng on. 

counter 
over the countw 

if a type of medlclnC! 1s avallable over the 
counter, you can buy It without the 
permission or a doetor • l-Oct ron't buy 
antiblutlr$ o~ the counter tM)I'rt a 
pnscrtption drug. 
over-the-counter • (alwa)'l beforo noun) 
Ma~y ovtt•t~<Owarcr pairlkiUers C()I!Unn 
parn~ramol 

under the count•r 
if sumethlng l~ bollilll or sold under the 
counter it is hotl(lht or sold ~Uy or in 
a way that is not legal • ManyQ[ Ius books 
are banntd and only auallable under 1M 
counter. 

country 
go to the country Brltisl1 & Attst1'0lian. 

sligllt/y formal 
if a government or the leader of a 
government ~oes t.o the countt'): they 
have an election • TMPrl~tUt Minbwr has 
decided to go to tile rounrry IU!Xt spring. 

coup de grAce 
a coup de r~tAtA/ormul 

an action 01·evcnt which ends or destroys 
somcthinR that Is (!Tadually ~inf! 
wor:>e • Jant'sajJOlrtklWered thecoup/M 
grliu to her fa tUng nt4T'I"ioge. 

courage 
have the courage of your convictions 

to ha\'1! thl! confidence to do or say what 
you think Is right~ when other people 
dl~ • Haue th~ coura.,ne Q[ )'OUT 

convictions - doo't go oUJ ro work if .)'OU 

fetl :;our cldtdrvr nud )'00 at ho~m. 
""ew up your cour;:wge 

to Cort:e yoo.rse1f to be bra\~ and do 
somethlnc that m1lkes you nervous • Sill 
screwed up her courage and asked to ~ 
the marl41fU: 

course 
be on course for sth ( 
bo on courso to do slh 

to be very Ukel.Y to succeed at something 
• 11 he keeps plc.ylug like this, Henman i$ 
on COlm."f/Or his third uic:tory. 

run Its course 
1f something runs 1ts course. It contlnu~ 
naturally untU It has 1lnlshed • Many 
PtO~ believe chat temu1ism has nuz its 
courst. • ~doaorinslsltdlrtst/oraf~JJ 
days lChlk the lnftdlon nm ftSCOUI'$C. 

stay the course 
to continue to do t!Qil\ething that is 
dlfficult or take~ a J.ong tlme until It Is 
finished • Giving up smcking won't be 
t\1$)' - }'OU mttst be prepqred to Stey IM 
course. 

court 
hold court humorous 

tO get 8 lot of attention from II ~ Of 
people bY tAlklnG m a way that u 
emenalnlng. cspcctruty on soclal 
occasions b In the p<~st. a king or queen 
beld C>OU.rt whon thC}' talked to the people 
who gave them ltdvice. • You'll find Mic:k 
l1olding f:OUrt in the klU:IH!n. 

laugh t.-th!sb out of court 
to refuse to think serinu.~ly 11h<lUI an lclea. 
belief or a pos..'llbility • (U&UIIIty Pl\.'lllive) 
At the ~"3. her proposal u:o.s taucllcd 
oUl Q/ COW't. • All>'One wlw flad made such 
a ludicrous suggestion would haw been 
laugMd oul of rourl 

Coventry 
send sb to Coventry Hriltsh,lnformal 

if a group of people send !inmenne to 
Co\-entnl they refu.5e to speak to them, 
UStk1lly in order to punlsh them • TIIC 
othu a:orkcs smt him to ~try for nf)t 
·supporling w stnh 

cover 
cover your bac.k British, Amenam & 

Al4tmlian 
CO\<er your anAnurican &Australian, 

very inforowl 
to make sure that you Cil111\0t be bl.am.cd 
or crillci2ed later for wmethlng you have 
done • 1'he ~-e Clrgtmiz~ coc;er their 
bocJcs b)• snying they ron't toke 
nsponslbilJLy for any InJuries.. • I'm 
gorma cor;er my as.<~ and get wrfttcm 
oermisswn Wore I11o. 

blow sb's cover 
to let people know secret Information 
about who someone is or wJ1at someone 
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is doing • SonuM~ rnognisecl him and 
phoned the llelL"SJJapers. whici1 blew his 
CtJl~T: 

cow 
have a c:ow American 

to be very worried, t~pset, or angry about 
something • I thought he was ROiJIR w 
hove a cow When 1 tofd htm I'd IOSlhfs key. 

cows 
until the c:ows c:o.me home X 

for a very long time • ll1.> CDtdd tafk about 
tills p'toblem until the cows come home. 
but it wou/dn'tsal~aJiythrng. 

crack 
itt the craclc Of dow" 

''ei'Y early bt the monting • Kb had an 
early flighl so we rt:t>re liP at the crock of 
dallln. 

have/take a c:radc at sth 
to try to do somethlng although you arc 
not c:ertaln that }IOU wtll suct'Ced • ~ 
didn't win fM tennis r:hampiom-hips, but 
ht p/J:ms to ha~'i!. another crack at it rn':\'t 

j-Y!aJ': 

get a c:rackat sth • J)()n't wcrf)!)'OU'llafl 
get a crack at USing the camera. 

cracked 
nnt be all it's cndced up to~ 

if something is not aU it'l> cnwbd up to 
be. it is uot as ROOd as people~· it is 
• Her latest book Isn't all il'schu:ked up to 
be. lliXlllldn't bOther IWJdl'ki! It If IH:tre 
JIV{L • It's a good 11!SI4JJrOnl. bt4 it's not 
aU ir 's cradcedu to be. 

cracking 
Get cracking I informal X 

wmething that you say in order to ten 
someone to hurry • Get cracking! 1-S~'r"P 
lrovmg in 5 mmures. 

cracks 
falllsiip through the <Tac:ks ::X 

to get loot or be f~-gotten, espedally 
9.itbin a system • Jr seems that important 
info,·nuuion giwn ro rhe police may ha1..-e 
folJf!ll through the cracks. 

paporfsmooth over the aadcs 
to hide problems or fatllts, espcci.al.ly 
arguments between veoplc, in order to 

craw 

make a situation seem better thall it 
really ts • Tile 11.00-parf.;: coo Ut icn 1uJs so 
jar been Wet:e.<i1if'ul in papertn,g over the 
crocJ>s. • (sometimes + in) I'm tim! of 
smoothtng OL'el' t ile cracks in our 
marriage-! a:ant a dlt'OrCe! 

cradle 
fTom the cradle to the grave X. 

durl.ng the whole of your llfe • Fr~ 
medicalcanmi8hlllot bewilll us from the 
cradk ro 1M grave. as we onc4' hoped. 

cradle-robber 
a c:radle-robbi!r American, humorous 

wmeone woo bas a romantic or :sexual 
relationship with a much younger 
partner • He·'s a cradle-mbber. He married 
a 16 -yem'-Ofd and he$ nearly 30.' 
rob the cr:~dlo Ameri('.(111, humorous 
• People ore altt~·s teUing fl~>r she's 
robbing the cradle. She's ten years o[.(kr 
than Joe. 

cradle-snatcher 
a cradle-snatcher British &Au.\·tralian, 

humorous 
someone who has a rom.antlc or sexual 
relationship with a much younger 
partn.er • HE's th~ yean J-'Ounger than 
you? You cradle-snatcher! 
cradle-snatching British & Australlcm. 
hu11J0rous • Pete's Tll!W girlfriends only 15. 
I'd caU rhcu cra41c-$Mlehinc. 

crap 
Cut the crap I l~~try Informal '>( 

11n impolite v;ay of telling someone to 
stop saying thinRS that arc not true or not 
important • Just cut the a ap, will you. 
and tell me u:hat really happened last 
night. 

crash 
<Tash and bum AmCI'Uxm & Australian, >( 

lnfonrwl 
tu fail sutldenly and completely • While 
Oze bf.c companil!$ m~Y¥e. the small 
L'OtTlfJOnif'S crush and burn. 

craw 
stick In your craw 
1 old-Jo.siliom!d if a situation or someone's 

bchaviom· sticks in yom· craw. it annoys 
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you, usually bc!i:ause you think it is 
wrong • I do lets of Jobs In the house but 
my brother so.vs I'm laz): and thas really 
stickS In nzy cnw.t 

2 AustJ·ati.an if someone ~tickS in your 
craw. they Rnnoy you • She stick.-t In my 
craroe~'ffl"Y ttme l have to deal with her: 

crazy 
like crazy i1l[ormal 

1f ~·ou do something like crazy, you do it a 
lot or very quickly • "·~'ll halle to work 
Ww crazy to finish the dtcorotinc by the 
weekend. 

cream 
the cream of the crop 

the best of a particular group • ThQe 

artists a1-e tile best oJ this year's craduares 
- thecream of the crop. 

creature 
aeatuTe comtons 

things that n1ake life more comfortable 
and pleasant. such as hot water and good 
food • r l!ate camp11~&. 1 tall't cro without 
mycreawre comforts. 

credibility 
a aedibllity gap 

a dl.ffcrenoo bcrwccn what someone sa}'S 

about a situation and wtat you know <>r 
see Is true • TheTP's a C71?diMlib• gap 
deL-eloping MlJ.i'f!M me a'ld nzy bu.Jlders.. 
This is the il1ird l«1!k tfo.ey'r;e told I'M 
they'll finish by Friday. 

c.reek 
be up the creek (without a paddle) 

informal 
be up shit creek (w l thou:t a paddle) wry 

iliformal 
to be in a very difficult situation that you 
are not abl.e to improve • 1.{ the car broo~ 
down we're really up the creek. • HE'll be 
up shit~ =less hefU!Lls the money to 
pay off his loan. 

creme de Ia creme 
the atm. d• Ia crtme 

the best people or things in a group or of 
a particular type • (<>ften +- of) 111ecremc 
dt la crhn~ of }'O!Jllg lkslgntrs u-111 be 

slwwing their co~ts at London 
!<'ashton !-\~ 

crest 
be on the crest of a wave 

t<> be ven• successfUl so that many good 
things hl\ppen I<> }"QU very quickly • The 
band are wrrentJy on the cnst Qf o wcwe. 
wltlr a /'UW album and o concut tour 
plcnncdfor next year. 
ride the crest of a wave • (usually in 
continuous tenses) Ortr local team are 
riding iliCcresl Qf a u.oow wltll lltcir third 
u:1n this season 

cricket 
lt'S!That's (just) not cridt•tl BriUsh & 

Aust.rollan, humOT'OlJS 
something that you Sdy when you think 
something someone has said or done ill 
not right or not fair • You can't make me 
do tilt! ~ing up after 1 did all th~ 
cooking -rt'sju.sl not cricllet! 

crime 
Crime doesn' t pay. 

something tlut you say whi<:h means if 
you do something Wegal, you will 
probably be caught and punished • Pollee 
arn!.'il.t am lx!inc gil!en maximum 
publicity os a reminder that crime doesn't 
pay. 

crisp 
be burnt to a crisp mainly .Dritlsh 
be burned to a crisp mainly American 

to be vny burnt • By the time 1 
remembutd the pEzza was tn the oven. It 
u.~ bumUo a crisp. }.._ 

crock 
be a crock of shit American & ArtStralian, 

taboo '><.. 
to be stupid or not true • He sa)'s he's not 
to blame? IVJiae a. crock Qf sfltt. 

crocodile 

shed/weep crocodile tears 
to show sadness that is not sincere 
£:1 Some st<>ries say that Cl"QCodiles cry 
whllc they arc eating what they ha"'e 
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r~ars whi leaUorctng rM!k'ar to continue. 

cropper 
come a cropper 
1 British, informal to fall to the ground 

• SUpermodel Naomi Campbell came a 
cropper /asr wetlr on tile catwalk Q/ a 
Parlsfa.shion show. 

2 British. lltfof711(ll to make a mistake or to 
have something bad happen to you which 
malres you less successful than W ore 
• T/l.e leading CJCJor came a cropper w/l.en 
lu: forgot his lines halfWay through the 
~ndacL 

cross 
a cross (sb has) to bear Brllish & 

Australian 
a uoss (sb has} to carry Atmrtcan & 

Austrolian 
an mtpleasant situation or responsibility 
that you must accept borouse you cannot 
change it d:;, In the pa.~t. 4..Timinals were 
made to carry crosses as a form of 
Plutishment. • Son!('()lle lias to look after 
nwther and because I liL-e tile closest It's a 
cross I hatJe to bear. 
Ev~ryone has their crou to bear. • 1 
hate rn)' red halr and pale skin. buJ 
~vtr;."OM has thelrcross to bear. 

crossed 
got your llnesfwlros crossod 
if two people get tllcir lines crossed. they 
<lo not unden.'Und each other correctly 
1£:; When telephone line; get crossed, a 
mistake is made and you are connected to 
the wrong person. • Somehow we f{Ot our 
lines crossed berouse l 'd got the 23rii 
lvrilten down tn my d/.ary and .kney had 
the 16th. 

cross-purposes 
atQou-plapol• 

if' f'9o'IO people are at crossop•r P"Ses. tbi.'y 
dO nQl undersWld each other bocau.se 
1boy are trying to do or s:q dift'erent. 
thtngs but they c1o nut~thb •r q,mk 
Wfllw tDlklng atffro$$oo~/wr&. You 
mmn wold blllk/t1rf. bW llllaS llllk/irg 
olxAd tlw IJfiiiJ 0116.. 

crow 
as the crow flies 

if the distance between two places is 
measured as the crow ru~. It lsmeasured 
as a strrught line bet\\'e(!Jl the two places 
• 'How far is it from Cambridge to 
London?' ?.bout somtle:sas rhecrowjlies. • 

crowd-puller 
a crowd-puller BrWsh &Australian 

something or someone that many people 
~ ~n to go and see • This year's j!nal 
wilt be a major crowd·pulu r. 

crows 
Stone the crows!Brltlsh & Austroltan. 

Wormal. old{asfliclU!d 
something that you say In order to sbow 
that you ~ \'eTY surprised • So she'S a 
film dinctor noro. JVelJ. scone tJw crows/ 

cruel 
You lulve to be cruel to be kind. 

something that you say when you do 
!lomething to someone that will ups.et 
them now because you think it will help 
them in the future • I told her $M's }usc 
not 8ood erwuR11 ro be a pro.fe.sswnal 
dancer- scrmtJI1U!S )'OU hat-e to be cruel to 
be kind. 

crunch 
if/when It comes to the crunch 

if you talk abo·m what oontcono will do 1f 
it oomes to the crunch, you mean what 
they will do if a s ituation becomes 
serious or they have to make an 
important decision • If it c.omcs to tlu: 
crrmch, willshep/4y well enougl1 to win? 

cry-baby 
a uy-baby iJiformal 

someone, US\IallY a child, who cries too 
easily and too often • Don 't be such a CIJ'· 
baby-I hardly touched you. 

crying 
X For crying out loud! irifomw.l 

something that you say whe.n you are 
annoyed • For co'ing out loud! Oln't you 
kaL-emealonJJ er.'i'.nforaminute! 

It's a crying sh:!llne! 
something that you say when you think a 
situ.ation is wrong • (often -+ that) lt 's a 
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cryins slwne t11at shl! only 1:,-d.s o~ 
month's mati1'11il)' leave. 

It's no good/use crying over spilt milk. 
There's no point crying over spilt mille. 

somethmc that you SA)' which means you 
should not get upset aboutsomethinc bad 
that has happened th.'t you cannot 
change • Somttfmes I ~Tgret IWI rakiiiiJ 
r!W JOb in l.()lldon. Oh u:ell. tllllre 's no 
pomt crying ot.-tr spill milk. 

cud 
<hew the cud infurmal 

to think 11bout som~tthlne earef\ll.ly and 
for a longtime • Hesatc.lwwing the cud all 
morning. 

cudgels 
take up the cudgels for sb/sth British & 

Australian 
take up the cudgels on behalf of &b/$th 

British &Au:~tralian 

to argue stronsJy In supporl of someone 
or somethlnc /!::. /\ cudgel is 11 short, 
heavy stick which i.s used &!I 11 weapon. 
• Relatlues llat'6 t4km up the cud~:,'tls tor 
t iDO Brlllsh women occriS«l qf murder. 
OI'POStn take up the cudgels against 
sblsth Rrit1Sh & Australian 
• Environmental crr•ups ha~ token up 
1M CUI.(gds against multinational 
companies. 

culture 
a a.llture sftodc 

feelings ol b@Jll2 conl\lscd or surpnscd 
that t-oU hr.~ "ohm you are In a coo.ntrY 
or soci3.l crouP thl!t io; \'er)r d liferent from 
your 0\\'Il • The JirY t/.17~ shf went to 
Japon.Isobds;oc a hus:ca11tun shock. 

a culture vult we humorou' 
somoonc who 1s \'ery keen to see a:nd 
experience IU't , thelllre. lltl'rature, music 
etc. • ~'s a hit ()/ a cullure vultu~T. 

Slw'll only visit places that haiH! at Jeasl 
oman gal!P.ry. 

cup 
not a,. sb'~ cup of tea /' 

If someone or something is not ~'OUr cup 
of tea, you do not like them or you ru'C not 
interellted in them • If Yeats Ltn't )lOur 

cup CJ/ ws. why net try some of rlul more 
contcmpomTJ' Irish pneJ'>! 

cupboard 
cupboard love British & Australian 

)O\'e that you gh-e in order to get 
sometllingfrom sOTm!One • J ~.doll 
aiOfiiJ il u:asiU31 cupboard /()CJC.. and u;haf 

wnalJ)' liked about him Wtl.~hismr. 

cups 
be in your cups old-foshiomd 

to be very drunk • When hi! was in hu 
cups M would recite lines of podr)• in a 
loud t'Oice. 

curate 
a curate's egg British 

something which has both good and bad 
partS ~ A curate is a priest. There is a 
}okl! aboul a curate wbo v;as ftiven a bad 
egg and ~d that lh'\ttS of the ecc were 
good because he did not want to offend 
the perSOn who gave It to him. • Queen~ 
Colut;c is S()methin.u of a curate's t(U(. 

wiJh tle,."tllll V'rcrorian bulldlf18S 
ctlOIIRSide SONIC Q[ tile ugliest mod1!rn 
archlttcture. 

curiosity 
Curtoslty kllled the cat. 

something that you Sill" in oroer to Wllm 

50moone not to ask coo m;my quest ions 
about something • 1VIIJI arc }'Oil going 
OlDOJ' w s:udm?nly!'" 'Cur/c.sl.ly killed the 
cat.· 

curl 
want to curi up and die 

to feel very embilrr~W.I!d about 
something thu.t yuu ha'oe said Ol' done • 1 
smtt co!J'cc aJI m;er llu!ir pn'CJOfJS new n~ 
and I just rr.ontro IAJ curl up and dw. 

curtain 
th• curtain c:otnH down on sth 
the curtain faAs on sth 

if tbe curtain comes down on something. 
especially a period or time, it ends ~ ln 
a theatre 1he larg~> cur1ains nbove the 
stR&e Rre brought dawn at the end of a 
performance. • lAsl nigllr, the curtain 
Mme down on 14 )'till'$ of'lbly rult. 
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curtains 
It's curtains infomral 

somethi nc thlit you ~~ay when you believe 
something will end or SOmeQne \rill have 
to stop doing sometlung • (usually + for ) 
If audience )r.gure.s dcn't improve. it's 
cmtatnsfor DJ Mike HamtJton. 

curve 
throw (sb) a curvo (ball) Amuriam & 

Australkln.lnformal 
to surprise someone with somclhing that 
Lo; difficult or unpleasant to deal with 
• TM ~Uather threw a curoe at their 
barbecue and l.hty had to eat Indoors. 

c:ut 
cut a fine figure Brtlzsll, American & 

Australian, old-fashioned 
cut a dash British. old-fashioned 

if someone cuts a fine figure, people 
admire their Rppearance, usually 
because they are wearing attractive 
clothes • Gllescutajlne/IRureinhfs black 
tJi!h.od suit. • Lucy cue a dash In Jwr purple 
satin baUgown. 

«<t and run 
to a\'old a dtfficult sllu.atlon by leaving 
suddenly • Whn1 his business started to 
fail. he<Ucidfd to cut and nm, ralhcr than 
facc/inClTici4.l ruin. 

tho urt and thrust of sth 
II\'Cly discussion or actn.;ty • James 
6l}oys the cut and thrust. of dwatlng. 

be a cut above slh/sb 
to be better than other things or people 
• This dark chot:o/au contnins 70~ cocoa 
$0/ids. It's a cur aboce ordinary chorolate.. 

cutting 

• Our new lWGUr'J' aparlrTIQII$ are a cut 
above rhe rest. 

be cut from the same doth 
to be very similar • DespiU! diffcrenas in 
age and In expuimct. these rwo sroot 
UJ'1'ile1'$ are we from the same cloth. 

can't cut the mustard RritiUI., American 
&Ar4Stralian 

can't cut It IJrltish 
if )'OU can't cul the mustard, )'OU cannot 
deal with problems or diftlcultit>s •If she 
can't cut the rrulStnrd, we'U haoe to )llld 
someone else ro do tire iob. 

c:ut-and-dried 
cut-and-dried 
1 if a deci!<ic'm or agreement is cut-and­

dried, it is final and WillllCJt be changed 
• Although a dP.at has bemagrffll, it fs not 
yet cut-4nd.Crled. 

2 If a sullject. sltuaUon, or idea Is cUl-and­
drlcd. It Is clear and easy to understand 
• 1'he h11man rights i~>."ill£ is by no ~ 
cut-and-ctrred. 

c:ute 
be as cute as a button American & 

Australian 
to be \•ery attractive • A r 11, she was as 
cute as a bm/JJn and the boys wuesJCTting 
to notice htJ: 

cutting 
at/on tho cutting Gdgo Y 

l.n the area of a subject or actl\1t.>• where 
the most recent changes and 
de\<elopments a.n1 happenlng • {often + 
of) New. >'CWig, Italian design~ afl? 01 
rheaatinc edge of fashion. 
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dab 
be a dab hand British 4: Altstrclltln 

to be very ~;ood at an activity • (often + a t) 
You sllOUld g~t Ann to~ a look at that. 
SM's a dab hand at getting stains out Q/' 
c«Jtha • (of\tm + wlth) /luar you'n a 
dab luuld w1th tl~ po.mtbrush. (:: you are 
good at paintim:) 

daft 
be as daft as a brush Brltts.h.I'I/Ornt(Jl 

if someone is as daft as a brush. they 
behave in 11 very silly way • 1 remember 
him as a kid and 1w um as daft as a brush 
then. 

daggers 
be at dagg8S drawn BritiSh & 

AusmJiitJn 
If two poople or groups are at daggers 
drawn. they arc angry and ready to flght 
or ugue with each other b A dagaer Is a 
sha!"ll pointed knife that was used 1n the 
past as a WQPQO. • (often + with) Local 
mldenls ore at daRRU$ drawn with ~ 
council ovtr rubbish colkaJcn. • (onen + 
over) Th• tUXJ counlrlt$ haw ~~ 
tim~ bttn at daggers drawn ootr the 
futurtQ/theWand. 

look daggen at sb 
to look '\.'ery anGrily at someone • I 
stlddtnly nolh'd David /ooJcinR dOS/If!T'$ 
at nUl and thought I'd beuer shut up. 

damned 
be damned If you do and damn.d If you 

don't 
if you say that someone Is damned if 
the~' do and damned If they don't, you 
mean they \f1ll be cr1tlcl&ed whate\'er 
they do • When it comts to nmovlng 
dtlldnn from po.nnts suspt:CUd Q/ o.bls.st. 
social u."<Pkus an damnftl f/ tht)l do ond 
damned if t/wy don't. 

damp 
• damp SCI'Iib British 4: Awtralta.n 

an event Which people think wW be 
exciting but which Is disappointing when 
it happens ,!::, A Rquib Is a typ& of 
fireworlc <= " :;mBll container filled with 
chemicals which explodes to produce 
bright lights and loud noises) and if It 
becomes wet, ic will not explode. • Tlu! 
party wrnM out lo be a bit Qj' a damp 
squib. HaJf tilt! people who'd been invited 
did.n 't turn up. 

damper 
put a dampertdampener on sth 

co stop an occasion from being enjoyable 
b A damper Is a devlcc used on piano 
strings to make the sound Jess loud. 
• Steve lest his walld so tlwt rather put a 
damper on tl~ evening. • Uil were both ill 
while we w.rt in Basten. which put a bit Q/ 
a dampenu on things. 

dance 
lead sb a (merry) dance old:lashio~ 

to confu.se so:moone or to cause problems 
f'or them by deceiving them or behaving 
In a way th;tt !hey cannot understand 
• SM's led usa mury dance owr 1M p/4ns 
for the party. 

darlc: 

adarkhorse " 
1 British & /IUstralian, humorous a person 

who does not tell other people about their 
ideas or skills and wbo surprises people 
by doing somethl.ng that they do not 
expect • I dldn 't knf)w Linda had writtm a 
noveL SM'sa bit e{ a dark horse. Isn't me! 

2 a person who wins a raoe or competition 
altlmugh no one e."<J)Cded them to 
• (so~ + for) l7·)'ttl"OJd Ktlfl!n 
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Pit:Urina could a/sQ be a dark horse for 
<=she could win) a medal in the Eur()fX!an 
Championships. 
dark-hone American • {always before 
ooun) She's a dark ·horsc candiootefor 
t~ positron 0/ company dh'ei:lor. 

beln artc 
to not kllow about somethlbl that other 
peopJe Jm~· about • I'm IDtall7 In 1M 
diJWt.. 1 dtJn'f klww Ullu.lt'S 101118 on. 
• (often t- about) M'R stPI in w doric 
obolltwhfllwraJUI a toM 
keeplh~3vo sb In the d3rJc ro not tell 
somoona about something • She claims 
she krti!w nothing abour the deal and u;as 
dcliberaulyke.pt in the dark. 

k~sth darit 

to keep something secret • q he did know 
th.atArma was lea~'lng. he wrtatnlY kept it 
darli. 

darkest 

The darkest hour is just befo re the 
dawn. 
something that you sa.>· whlch means a 
bad situation often seems worse just 
before it improo.-es • There's still a chance 
she migllt recover. The darkest hour Is )USl 
before thedm=. 

Davy Jones 

Davy Jones's locker humcrous 
the bottom of the sea • No one kncws how 
mallV Wrt-'Cked ships there are In lJaiJ)• 
Jones's locker. 

day 

day in, day out V 
day In and day out / 

if you do somcth!ru: da..v 111. dey out you 
do It eW!ry day over a long period, often 
causing it to become boring • Life can 
become r..-ery tediQus if JIOU do the same 
u.:orlt: day in, day ow. • Dat-e wore the same 
tie day Jn and dtzy oui. 

tho day of rvckoning 
the time whett an unpleasant sltWltlon 
has to be d4!alt wl th, or the time when you 
11re punished or critlci1.ecl for the things 
you have done wrong ~bin the Bible, the 

day 

daY of reckoning is the day at the end of 
the V."Orld when God will judge everyone. 
• Taking out a /IJrlher Joan to COLW your 
ciebts wiU only postpone the day of 
reckoning. 

1M all In a day"s worl< 
if something difl1cult or strange ts allln 
8 da.y"s wons for someone, it is 8 uguel 
part or their job • (often + for) Drinking 
champa~ with Hollywood stars is aU in 
a day~ worlc tor top ccldJrlry 111f)orter 
Gloria Eoom. • We worked tn bllzwrd 
condUiorn UJ restore all the power lines. 
but i1 :s aU in a day·s u.-ork. 

be as clearfpla ln as da y 
to be obvious or easy to see • She's in lofJC 
with him - it'sas plain as day. 

ull lt a day informal .,<' 
to stop doing something. cspcctally 
worklng • After playing together for 20 
);\?Ors tile band hur:ejlnally decided t.o coil 
it a day. • It 'salmost midnight- ltl1ink its 
time to call il a dq}! 

carry the day 
1 to wln a war or a fight • At the begillnfll8 

of the Amwican Civil " 'czr; many 
southerr!2rs beliet'W tJ12fr S()fdf.ers and 
SUJttsmen u;-ould carry the day. 

2 if )'OU carry the dll,); you persuade people 
to support your ideas or opinions, or if a 
perticular idea carries the day, it is 
accepted by a group of people • The 
Republicans carr ied the day in the dispute 
OOW the neu; jet righter. • Her argument in 
faVOilr qf pey increases eventually carried 
thPday. 

Don't g ive up the day job! hunwrous 
something that ~'OU say to someone 9 h o 
is performing ill order to tell them that 
you do not think chcy arc very good at 1t 
• 'What did J.'OU think qJ my singing, 
lhnl?" 'Er, don"l give up thedayjobr 

get/have your day in court American & 
Australian 
to gel an oppommity to give your 
opinion on something or to explain youc 
actions after they have been criticized 
• She U.'OS fiucd)l decermirred UJ gpt h~ 
da>" in court and thR. TV interoiew rcauld 
gir..'e iJ to luJr. 
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have had Its/your day X 
to be much less popular than before • The 
general vuw in tlw counJry Is t11at 
socialism has had i!sday. • She was a besi­
~llilll] twtllor In t/IJ? 1950s and 6lJs.. but I 
thinkshe'shad herdtzy. 

In this day and ag• 
ln modern times • She said w was 
appaUcd th.aJ so much injustice could exist 
In this ckzy and age. 

make sb's day ">' 
to make someone very hal>l>Y • Go on, t.!ll 
him you like hisjack£t. It'll make his day! 
• I was SQ plea~ to hear from Peter. It 
really made my da>: 

name the day Y~ 
to announce when you plan to do 
somcthlnR imDOrtant, especi<illy get 
married • Have you mul Chris uamfd the 
donoet? 

5ave the day X 
to do something that solves 11 serious 
problem • Scllv.:arzr.megger ~aws the day 
by orrlr;ing just in time to shoor the 
kidnappers and rescue t11e ho$1tllles. 

selz.e tho day formal 
to use an opporlunit,y to do something 
that you want and not to worry about the 
f'Ut\lre • Seize the da)l. young man. You 
I7UI.)' TU?IJU get the chance to embark on 
such an ad1.:·enture again. 

take each day as it comes 
take it one day at a t ime 

to deal with things as they happen, and 
not to make plans or to worry about the 
future • 1'1-~ lived through a lol of 
clwnges reuntl>: but l'tlf: IR.arm to taJ;e 
each day as il cotnes. 

That'll be the day! 
something that you say in order to show 
you think an event or action Is not likely 
to happen • A pay rise? That'll be the day! 

wintheday 
if you win the d::ll-; you pel',\: \lade people to 
support your ideas or <minions, 01· if a 
particulM idea v.ins the day, it is 
accepted by a group of poople • By tile ~ul 
of che meeting it ixlcCUM cl£t1r that the 
radicals had wen tM da_u • ltM.S p/R.ased 

to hear tllllt comnum smse llad won t/IJ? 
day and t/u!proJX>sai hod been accepted. 

daylights 
beat/1cnock tfle (living) d.1yllghts out of 

sb 
to hit someone \'ery hard TMn}' titnes 
• ru knock tlw liviuc daylights cur of him 
If I rotch him doing it aga1n! 

frighten/scare the (living) dayUghts out 
of sb 
to frighten someone very much • Don't 
come up behind me like tllaL You scared 
tile livillf{ dayligllts cut of me! 

days 
sb'S!sth's days are numbenxf 

if someone.'s or something's days are 
numbered, they will not exist for much 
longer • As our local rinPma struggles tn 
survil-'f. it seems cl£t1r that its da;-s are 
numbered. 

l'vo m~vor {felt/hoard/seen etc.) sth In aU 
my (born) days! old{asltfonNJ 
something that you say when you nrc 
shocked or very surprised by something 
• There were two men kissing in tile street­
l't~ newr .see11 a~·thing like it in oil my 
lmrndaYS! 

Those were the days! X 
somclhJJlg that you ~· which means life 
was bettor at the ti.n:u) 1n me past that you 
are talking about • n~ hud JW money but 
U't' were young and madly in lewt. Oh, 
tJwse were iMdeys! 

day-to-day 
day-to-day > 

a day-to-day activity is one of the things 
that you have to do e1.-et·y day, usu<illy as a 
part of your work • (always before noun) 
It's Sllella who's respcnstblefor theda;; .. ro­
day rwmtng of th£ school. 

dead 
Dead men tell no tales. 

something that you sa.v which means 
Pf1Qple who are dead cannot tell secrets • T 
suspect thfJy kil/«J him because he ~w 
too much Dead men rellM rates. 

ad•addudc: 
1 Britisll, Americ.an & Australian, Informal 

something or someone that Is not 



!>Uccessful or meful • TM project was a 
dead duck from the stcut due to a lack of 
ftmdtng. • My first agelll wrMtl out robe a 
/.lito{ adetidducJcand he failed Lofmd me 
ali)IUJOrk. 

2 American & AlJStrallan. lltfbnnal 
someone who is going to be punished 
sev~ for something the}' have done 
• q Dad finds out you used the car. you 'It 
be a dead duck. 

adeadend X 
a situ.arion in which no prol11t'SS can be 
mad.c ~ A dead end is also a road which 
ls closed at one end and does not lead 
anywhere. • Negotiators haCJe reached a 
dead end in their aLtl!mpts to find a 
peac~ul soluticn to t.he crisis. 
dead-end • (always before noun) He 
round himself stuck in a l.cw-paid, dead­
end j ob. • SIM mooed ro Lonllon ro escape 
./'rom a dcc<l-cn.d t"(!latlon$htp. 

a dead w eight 
1 if someong Ls a dead weight. they art' 

very heavy and dl.fficuJr to carry. often 
because they m-e not conscious • Tom 
u;as a tNad ~i.ellt and her muscle.s acJ!Rd 
as she carried him upstairs. 

2 something or someone who preventS 
other people from making progt'e$$ • We 
must[~ OUJ"$Cll->e$from tlw dead weight 
of history. • She'S}!4St a dead weleiUon the 
busim?ss aJ the mament. 

the dead hand of sth 
something that srops Pl'QirtlSS from 
being made • &anomie dl!t;-etopml!nt has 
bien held back bY the dead hand of 
bwvaucrac~ 

be a dead cert British & /lustTalian, 
irr[ormal 
to be certain to happen or to be ce11ain to 
achieve somethlnK • (often + for> He's a 
dead cert{or an Oscar nom motion. 

be a dead loss 
1 irl{r>rmal if something or someone is a 

dead loss. Lhoy disappoint )'OU because 
they aro of bad quality or because they 
are not able to do what you want them to 
do • 1'/te meeting u;as a dmd Jort.. We 
didn't come to a single decision. • He may 
luwc bet.n a great PQet. but he !OOS a dead 
Joss as a husband. 

2 informal 10 be very bad at a particular 
activity or suQiect • (sometimes + a t) T 
wosan absolu~chad toss or sport when 1 
was at school. 

be a dNd rtng9r for sb/stb 
to look very stmllar to someone or 
something • He's a dead ringer [or Rono 
}'rom U2- pe1)ple o[lm come up to him in 
/he strtl!t and ask for his autograph. 

be as dead as a doomaU Wormal 
to be dead • I found t /1e }ISh, ckad a.s a 
doornail. jloatinc on thf! swjace 0/ the 
u:atn: 

be de;ad and burled 
to be ended completely • As far os rm 
concuned the matter's dmd an.d buried. 
• I won't rtst until fascism i.s cWul and 
burltd In thLsCOWttry. 

be dead from the neck up humorous 
If a person is dead from the neek up, they 
are very stupid • Her last bv>frien.d was 
dead [rom /he neclc up. 

be dead 1rom the waist down hllmVrous 
if someone is de.ad from the waist down, 
they do not experience sexual excitement 
• It 's rwcoodflirting with him -he'sdrod 
from the waist down. 

be dead meatAJrn>rkvl.ll &Au.srratlnfl, 
informal 
if rou say that someone i5dewi meat. )'OU 

mean that they will be punished severelY 
for something they have done • You touch 
any C/1 my thi!Ws again arul.>•ou'n dead 
ltlilflt! 

be dead on your feet 
to be very tired • I've SfX!1I/ tll<! wlwlc day 
cleaning the house and I'm dead on m_v 
[eel. 

be dead to the world 
to be :;~piD.s very deeply • Cuy t~'Q.S 

curled up on the sofa. dead to the world. 
be tho dead spit of sb Drlll.sh 

10 look \·ery much like S()tneOne else 
• He's the elrod spit Q{ this bloke l used to 
know. 

c.ome back from the dead 
rise from the dead 

to be<xlme successful or popular again 
after a period of not being successful or 
papular • Tllis was a ccmpcuzy rllot had 



rlsm from ~ dead under ~ new 
diredion of Tom Wiles. 

cut sb dea d 
to ignore someone when you see them or 
when they SP4!ak to you because you are 
angry with them or do not like them • I 
a.~ked her about It in tlw rrweliTIR and she 
just cut 111edead. 

Drop dead! very informal 
a rude way of telling someone that you 
are very angry at something they have 
just said or done • A guy started hassling 
me while I was ortkrlng drinks at the bar. 
sol told ll im to drop dead. 

In the dead of night/winter 
in the middle of the night 01: In the 
middle of winter • TherJJ'I! broke out in 
the dead of nteht. 

knock themf'em dead informal 
to perform so well or to look so attractive 
that other people admire you a lot • You ·u 
knock them dead at the fJ<lTtY tonight in 
your new blDck dress! • (oflcn an order) 
Just go out tl1ere tonight and knock ·em 
dead! 

over my dead body 
if you sas that something wru haJ)f>en 
O\'er your dead body. you mean that YOU 
will do ever·yth ing you can to prevent It 
• 'Josh sey.s lw's goinc w bUy a TTWtorbike. • 
·Or;er my dead twxjyl' • if they cu1 down 
those trtes. they'll <IO it OfX!r my dead body. 

-
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!Jt"tbedl alltilllftdNd irtlbnllal 
if li'Dii180Ul' wouldn't be .seen~ in fl 
Pl1 df:ail• place or dotDg a particu]ar 
tJHnc. they ~ neo;w do h. usuaJJ.y 
bec:aW~e it would be tuo emharrusina 
• (often ... odvlpnp) JtJitn"s dod wall'l go 
aJ • c1uiPenin& he f«JU/dnl bs UIUJ 

drJtJd In 0 chun:h.. • (often + doin8 sth) = ~·t he sam d«1d drlt11ng o' 

Dead is used in the following phrases 
connected with people or thins:s that 
are not useful. effectiVe, or soocessf\11. 

delldwoo<l 
people In a group or organiZation who 
are not useful any more and wllo need to 

be removed • There's a lot of dead u;ood in 
the team which needs to M clttued ow. 

a dead letter 
an agreement or a law which stlli c>o.1srs 
but which people do not obey or which Is 
not cfrecti~-e any more • The ~re 
agreement wos a dead lel.lu as soon a$ It 
was siGrwd since neither side had OIU' 
tmmtlon of ~inc to it. 

be as d Olld as a dodo i~rmal 
If something Is as dead as a dodo, it is not 
important or popular any more b The 
dodo was a large bird which could not fly 
and which does not exist any more. • W'ho 
cares about social ism any more? 
Sod4ltsm 's as dead as a dodo. 

be d e ad in the water 
if somethmg iS dead In the \~atcr. it has 
failed, and it seems impo.sslble that It wm 
be succe:ssft\1 in the future • Sc howdOf!S a 
cooomment reviue an economy tJuu is 
dead in the water? 

flOg a dead horse Hrilish. American & 
Australian y 

beat a ckad horse American 
to waste time ttying to do something that 
wiU not succeed • (usually in continuous 
tenses) You're jl()gging a dead her~ 
trying ID persuade Simon to come to Spain 
with US- m hates IJofng abroad. o Do }'UU 

think It's worth undlng my manuscript to 
other publishers or 1 am Just bootinc a 
dead horse? 

deaf 
be as deaf as a post British, American&: 

AUstralian. ltlformal 
be as deaf as a dooricnob/doornall 

Australian 
to be completely deaf • She's 89 and as 
d£4/ as a post. 

fall on deaf ears X 
if a request or advice falls on deaf ears. 
people ignore it • Appeals to reletlse rhe 
hoswsestell en deaf ears. • Warnings tllat 
sunbathfna can lood to skin cancer l1avc 
larg~J,y falkn on deqf ~ars In Britain. 

turn a deaf ear 
to ignore someone when they comPlain 
or ask tor something • (often + to) 111 rhe 
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past they've ten.ckd to tlun a dJ!Q;f ear to 
such rt't}utsts. 

deal 
cut a doal /tiiWrican )( 

to make an agreement or an 
arrangement with someone, esJ)e(:ially in 
business 01· politics • The pro~· 
developer trfw U> em a deal With us (.()get 
us out. of the building. 

What's the deal? lriformaJ X 
something that you say in order to ask 
someone to explal.u what they have been 
doing or what they are planning to do 
• 'You l1at."f11't ~~~ at wor* all u.'l!flk -
what's thedet::l?' • So, what's tlledeal- are 
we gol.ng out to dinmr? 

dear 
111 De111r John letter humorous 

a letter that you send to a man telling him 
you want to end a romantic relationship 
with him • 1'1,-e alwaY$ thought Dto.r ,fohn 
letters a coroordl)• wqy of tnding o 
relatlonsllip. 

cost sb dear )( 
if something that someone does, 
especially somethlng stupid. costs them 
dear; it causes them a lot of problems 
• Later thtTt year he attacked o 
photographer, an incident tlwt ct)$1 him 
dror. 

hang/hold on (to Slh!sb) fOC' doar life 
to hold something or someone as tl8htly 
as you can In order to avoldfalllng • I sat 
behind Gary on the bi~ and hung on j'or 
dror life as u.-e sped off • A roJXl was passed 
down and she l1eld 011 ro i t for dear lija as 
s1u1 wos pulw:l tosqfezy. 

death 
a d .. ath tr.lp 

a building, road. oc vehicle whitil lS \'ery 
dangerous and which could cause people 
to die • Tl!e whole house was a dooth trap 
with faulty gas fires. broken stairs. and 
bad wirillc- • The road becomes a death 
trQP in icy weathn: 

.,_ at death's door informal 
to be nearly dead • Don't exaggerote, it 
~~on I;)· flu -you were hardly at death 's 
door. 

death 

be done to death informal 
If a particular style or subject JS done to 
death. it is used or di.sct1sse<\ so many 
times rhat it is not interesting any moro 
• 1'he mllltory looJc was dcne to droth tn 
last S«J.SQQI's fashion shows. 

You'll catch )'OUr death (of cold) I 
iliformal 
somethillc that you s~ to warn someone 
that they will bec.ome ill if they go 
olltSide. while they are wet or wearing too 
few clothes • Ycucan'tgc out dressed like 
thai tn thi$ ~-wu'U t:aleh ) 'OW' 

droth of ccld! 
dice w ith death 

to do somcthlng very dal\gel'OUS • (oflw 
in continuous tenses) You're dtcfll8 wtrh 
death driJ.Jing at that son of speed on icy 
road.~ 

flog sth to death Rritish .• 4merlcan & 
Austrolion, tnformal "v-""' 

beat sth to death Aml!rican ~ 
to use a particular style or to discuss a 
particlll<v subject so many times t l\at it 
ls nollntcrcstlng any more • He basicaUy 
lakes OM the~ and flogs It (.() ~h lor 
three hundred and rift>• pag<?S.. • No 
sporting et't'llt is btaJen to deo.lh more 
than the Sugar Bcwl ic i.~analyzedagain 
and again 11)• the C()I7U1ll!ntatOI~~ 

frightenlscare sb"to dtNdh 
to make soltlcoaa !'eel wry ~cd 
• Dar:.ld :ruddDily C1p/JIK.II"W tn il~edOOrUitl:l 
andscond mtl to dl!ath. 
be frigt••ned~Kared til clutb • l'm 
reared to d4lfJth sire-. J10in1: ro tell hbn. 
• (often+ of.) Sh4t/ri6htfrwd to deelth Q/ 

like death (wae nled up) Brllish & 
AIJ.~tro.ltAn 

like death (warmed over) American 
if you feel or look like death warmed up, 
you feel or look very ill • I wish I'd Rot to 
bed earlier kist nteht - I fool like death 
warmed UP. • The poor BUY lOoked I~ 
dec.Jhwarmedooer. 

to death 
.if someone is worried or bored to death. 
~Y are very worried or bored • ~· 
didn't)'OU ,.ing and s.zy you u;eregolng (.() 
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be IDte? I was u;-orried to death. • You must 
be bored to droth. sitting here all d(lJI with 
nothing to do. 

Death is u.sOO In the fOllowing phrases 
oonnectcd with tllin,gs 1 h:~t fail or end. 

. 
a death blow 

an action or an event which causes 
something to end or fnil • (usually + to) 
This remwx:d outbreak of fighting has 
~n seen as a death blow to any chatu:efor 
~· • The scnndal dMit a death blow 
to(= ende<l) his political ambition. ... 

d ie a death British 
die a natural death Am11rican & 

Australian 
to fail and end • The J]riiiCipre of free 
health can /Or evnyone ts Ukeo• ta die a 
death in the next ten .vears. • The phzy. ll~ 
so many others .. died a no/ural death after 
tm1)! OJ!<' week. 

sign your own dolrth warrant 
to do something which wW stop you from 
being successful /!:::. A death Wart'llnt Is 
an official docwnent which orders 
someone to be kllled as a punishment. 
• The compacy signed its own deoth 
warrant by choosing to rtmam 
indwendent rather than going into 
partr~tnhfp. 

sign sth's do:sth w:srrant to C3USO an 
organizatl<ln or an activity to tall or end 
• The mncellation of rJ.~ multl·mtltton 
dollar order signed the company's deach 
u.olrrrant. 

soundftoU tho d4tath knell 
to cause an organization. system. or 
activity to fail or end lb A knell Is the 
sound of a bell being rung slowly to tell 
!X'OPI.c that somronc bns died. • (often + 
for) The new SU!)(•rstorl! will sound the 
dearh knell for hundred~~ of small 
in{kJNndcni strops. • (S<imetimes .... ot) 
The c:./osure of the local car fadory tofled 
tM death knell of the towr._ 
the death knell th~: reason why 
something fails and ends • (often • for) 
Compuur-cpcroted machinery 1ws been 
seen as the ckath knell fer traditional 
skills. 

dec.k 
ondodc 

t American & Australian if I\Omeone Is on 
deck, they an:: present and t"e:uiy to do 
something • Bill's lxUllng next - tell him 
ta get on dock. • Ann. f! you can be on de.cl; 
at9.(}() l'llgir;c)'Ou a lift to themeering. 

2 Austrolian, informal alive • Dcn'c tell me 
old Dill's still on deck. I thought he died 
years ago. 

stack the deck mairt{y American 
to arr,mge somethi.llg in a \\Cf.i' that is not 
fair in order to achieve what you want 
tb This phrsse oomes from the idea of 
arrangin11asct of cardsl.nacardKruncso 
tbat you tfW win. • 'l'he manager Sll:zcM.d 
the deck in Joe's ftJuor so he got tM 
promotion. 

ded<s 
c:lo;lr the doclcs 111/0rnwl 

to tuush ctcallng Wlth what you are doing 
so that you can start to do something 
more important lb If navy officers clear 
the decks they pn::pare a sh1p fbr wa.J:. 

• His wmpany ts clearing the decks for 
rn.ajor new investmem m the Far East. 

\ 
deep down 

lf you know or feelsomethingdeepdown, 
}'OU are certain that it is true. or you fiHll. it 
Stl"'ngly althoUGh you do not ar:lmit it or 
show it • Deep down, she ww tlurt wl1at 
she «.'OS doln¥ wus wrong. • He tried to 
convint'YI lllmself that he wa.s enjoying llis 
job, but decp down he u<a..~ really 
misuabre. 

deep poc.kets 
if an organization or a oorson has deep 
pockets. rhey have a lot or money 
• Anyone wlw trres to help tlurt company 
WlJl 1lt(?(J dfO)p POCXt'tS - U Is 11«arly 

bankrupt. 

be indeepweeer 
to be in a dimcnlt Siruatioo whfcb ill har'd 
to dcalwtlh • lt~·,., wotng tv 1w in deqJ 
ll!Oier lf t"M bank ~U$eS to twthortz~<D 

.....,. ... -.ao!:"'r;..;lcNm. 
get Into dMp water to become invol\·ed 
in a difficult situation • I think we're 
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ceJLlng inro deep watu here mlkln./1 about 
gender issues. 

be in too deep ill[ormal 
to be so involved in a situation or 
relationship that you are unablol\ to stop 
being in"olved • T knew T should ik'OL-e him 
butl was in roo ~p. 

dig deep 
to use a lot ot your own money to l>a}' Cor 
somet.hing • Church members dug deep 
into their pocke:ts to pay for a mw root 
• Til€ city 10ill havetodio<hep if it uxmls 
to host tJte 1w.xt Olympics. 

go off the deep ~nd irifonnal 
to suddenly become \'Cry angry or upset 
and start shouting at someonl! • One 
mtnure we tm-e luwinc a Mrfi';ttly 
na:ronablediscussi.on m1d IJte nu.l minute 
youjw,t U'f!llt ojf thedffpend! 

go/run deep 
if a feeling or a problem goes deep, it is 
verystrongorserious and hasc:dst!!dfOr 
a long time • Feelings q anger Wl?nt deep 
on both sides. • Underlying problems in 
the rompany run deep an(/ /J i.s unlikely 
thD1 a new dirertor wiJl be abw to :wlLvt 

them.. 

rthr-sbinat1he ......... 
to make SCIUIOOne do something tl.ltfttult. 
eepec:tally a Job. v.itbaut proparlng thctll 
lbr il Ol' giving them any heJp • I had to 
dcel.uh a lltrikc threat on m.v /lnt.tkl)l ­
talk al¥Jut beb,g lhrofm in at thl! d«p 
end! 
jump In a~ the deep end to stan a ne\\' 
job or activity without being prepared for 
U • Philips i.s jlmlping in ar the deep f'nd, 
ad Ill$ as roptain In his Rrst 11UltCh w/Jll 
the team. 

dee.,.slx 
deep-six sblsth American. tnj'Ormal 

to get rld of someone or something 
• They u;ant to deep-six the project beca.use 
it~ costing too mrKh monf'y. 

de facto 
de facto formal 

a de facto situation is one which exists or 
ts true althoU&h it bas not been officiallY 
accepted or agreed • (always beforo 

department 

noun) Edwards has eswbli:;hed himself 
as tMde/acto lcmJerQ{ tlregroup. 
de facto/onnal • The VniledNOlions has 
m:ognlzf!d de facto the country as 
indqJf!l!denl. 

deja vu 
deJta vu 

the strange feeling that you ha\'e already 
seen or experienced something • As I 
walked into thz hoU:."'f!. I hud u SJron{{f 

sense of tma vu. 

delusions 
delusions of grandeur >( 

the belief that )Vll are much mo~ 
llllpOl'tnnt or powerful thnn you reall)• 
are • Youns bands sameti~ get 
delusions oJ arandeur qfter their first 
number one hU. 

demon 
the demon drink humorous 

a way of re:-crrins to ak:ohot when }'OU 

arc talking about the tmpleasaot effects 
it can have • ~(y BraJI4/arMr tlSed to 
lecture us aboot the dangers q rile demon 
drink. 

den 
Hard sb In thek den 
beard the lion In tlleir den 

to visit an important person hl the place 
where they work, ln ot"der to tQ}J or ask 
tlletn something unpleasant • A groupe/ 
journalists boorded the din!r'tor in h is den 
ro ask how he was goin;: to deal with 1M 
crl$1$. • Who~ HOina to beard tlre Iron in 
her d£n and ~plain what's got~ wrong? 

dent 
make a dent In sth RritLm, American & 

AusJmlian 
put a dent in s th American 

to reduce the amount or level of 
so~thing • The roof repairs macl£ quile 
a deru in oor savings. • (often nC$atl\'C} 
Policc4if!orts lun,-c hardly put a dmt ln the 
~L'el Q[ dr<JJ: trqffiCkiTI/: on tht; streets.. 

department 
not b4! sb's departm@l"tt ln[ol'mal 

if something i$ not your department, you 
arc not responsible for dealing with it or 



)IOU do nol know much about it • As 
regards gl'ttlng )'Our computer jl:ud. 
you'll have to ask someont' else - I'm 
afraid it's not my defJ(Irtment. • IngC'rumll 
d()d()rS don't ktww much abom nusritron: 
thaJ 's 1Wl thtirdepartment. 
ot'POSJTE be sb's department ltifomwl 
• I've chosen tlw paint and fLI{J/Ipapf!t; but 
the actual job o{ dec:oraring is Neil's 
department. 

depth 
1lle out Gf.JOUr d1plla 

to not tiave1be 'kJWWlerlp.~ cr 
skill$ to dee.\. wkh • J)4l'dca1.ar aubfett or 
llltuatkm. • Wlten lbdh stilrlld ltllkinl 
flbioul 1/af df/llftiiW bftlrrttm 
~ lknwll JDOS out oJ 1111 dr.pth. 
• BJiht1lfrlrM. BMioi14wos/osin84-tJtmd 
lit» Enllllsh p/IJ,ym ~ loGkinll 

Ll!!e!!~l)l}lt!!,!!ti/!!Jthflfr~. 

depths 
plumb the depths 
1 to experienc-e extreme sadnt'SS • (usually 

+ of) His wife liif't him in Mey and d11.rlng 
the following mooths he plumbed lht! 
depthscf despair. 

2 to understand somcthi.r'.g in dctaU. 
especially something that Is difficult to 
understand • (usually ~ of) In hypnosis 
u;e plwnb the depths of the unconsdcu:;_ 

3 if something that someone does or says 
plumbs the depths, it is very bad • (often 
+ of) I r«zd one revfew w/lieh sai4 the 
show plumbed the depths of tastelessness. 
plumb ~w depths to hecome e\'en 
wocse than before • Man's inhumanity to 
man has plumbed new depths in this 
conflict. • Industrial relatiOIIS had 
plumhM n.?lll dRpths, evelt for H~k~ 
with a serieS cJ dlsPilJ<is and strlkes. 

a:ink to a:uch dopths 
to behave "'ei'Y badly • I fU'Id it lumJ to 
believe that hurrum beings coold si11k tc 
such depths. 

de rigeur 
de rigour formal 

1f somethmg ls de rlgeur. It Is neces~ry 
if ~'OU want to be thought fashionable or 
if you want to follow a custom • Le:;affutr 

jackets and jeans are still de ri&eur for 
l!ard rockjan.s. 

designated 
a designated driver American 

one _person ln a group wbo agrees not tCJ 
drmk alcohol l.n order to drive the othc~ 
people to and from a place where the)' 
w lll drink alcohol • Tom said he'd be the 
designateddrft-er when we t;o oot tonfght. 

designs 
have d esigns on sb 

to want «> ha\•e a a;exual relatlollsh1p 
with someone • She suspected that HelPn 
had desiensonlw· husband. 

hl\ve dMigi'IS on sth 
to want to have somctl1ing and to plan to 
get It • I knew that D®ld 1!ad desf8ns on 
my bnlf rff th.P. hu.~incss. 

de trop 
de trop formal 

more than 1s neede-d or wanted • (:alW(lj'S 

after verb) J thought hls ccmmenJ.s at tile 
meeting u-erea UWedetrOp. 

deus ex mach ina 
a deus ex machlnajbrmal 

a W:l\l' of ending a Pl!IY Ol' ever1t that 
seems f<llse and that involves pmblerm; 
being dealt with too easil.v • Shakespeare 
produces a t-en• unsat4[ying deus ex 
mac.hlna in "The ~·'int~r:~ Tole' u,'hen o 
statue of rM Q~ comes to life. 

devil 
The devil finds work for idle hands. 

something that you ~Y which means 
people who have no work or activicy are 
rnor;e likely to do thb'gs th!!Y !:hnuld Mt 
do, such as commit crimes • Tllere's 
ptmJY more tidying tD diJ if you've 
/lnisJwd tht bedroom. Tlwd&:ti/Jruis woric 
for idk OON/s. 

(let) the dovil t:.lce the hindmost of.d. 
fashlcmtd 
something that you say to mean that you 
should onlY think about yourself and 
~·our own success and not ca..re about 
other people • You''-'1! got to be tough to 
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sun;tt>e in tllis busmess - srab what J-"Oil 
can and let thedeuil talre tM hindmo.q 

bette r the devil you know (tha n the 
devil you don' t) 
something that you say to mean it is 
better to deal v;1lh a person or thing you 
lalo\•: even 1t you do not Uko lhc:cn. than 
co deal with a new persoo or thing who 
could be e>.-en worse • I know 1'-filic can be 
d lfflcult lD work w1lh somctiiMS. but 
Mtt~r tll# fhull )IOU JcnoUJ. 

between the devU and the deep blue -ir you are between the d~tvU Mild the doop 
blue sea, you must d\001541 between two 
equally unpleasant !>ltuations • Fbr must 
PttJPita uisit totllttkntist is the~sultof a 
chJJtet MtWftll the devil and tltc ck'tp blue 
sea - if you go J-'OU st<f)"tr. and f/ you don't 
GO )'Oil Slif!er. 

Go to tho devil! old{CJ$hloi1Cd 
an lmpol\to wa,v oC tell.lng someone to go 
away beamse you an! nnnc>)>ed with them 
• I told him that If h~ wasn't prtpartd lD 
cllangc his UUas M could GO to IM dcuil! 

have the de vii 's own job doing sth/to do 
sth old-fashfoned 
to spenc1 a Jon~ time tryina: to do 
sornethi.nG d.lffieult • I had rl!4 ckllll's own 
job to find a parkmg spoa Tlf!Or hue. 

ha ve the d evil 's own 1\Kk oldfa.shJon«J 
to be very lueky • He found o}Ob and an 
aparrm11nr uuhin a IDttk - he real.zy hCJ$ 
thcckuils orun luck, til at man. 

play devil's advocate 
to pr~end to be against an idea or plan 
which a lot of peopll' support In order to 
wake people discuss it in more detail and 
think about it more carefull.v ~The 
jl\dvocarus Vlaboll' was a person 
employed by the Roman Catholic church 
lo ar~nw aRJ!illst someone being made a 
saint (= liOmeone l.'iven the honour of 
being called Saint by the Roman Catholic 
church). • 1 don't thtflk he was rtol{JJ m 
fa toour vf ge/11 ng rid of tile scheme. he u:'{J.S 

just p/ayif18 dcuil's cr.duocatc. • I know that 
most pecpk hert support rhe project, but 
let me play devll's advocate fer a moment 
a11d ask if anyonr. ha..Hxmsidemt the cost? 

die 

spealc.ltalk of the devil h tJmJ;rOU$ 
something that you say when a person 
}VU are talking about arrives and )'OU are 
not expecting them • /lppartntty. Lisa 
went tllm and u.YJsn't very tmpressed-oh, 
talk Of the devil, here she I$. 

devil-may-care 

dovll•mllY-cMO old-/03lti0Md 
relaxed and not worried about the results 
of your actions • He had a ratlwr devil­
nu:zy-wre czttuude tooJards money v:Jtich 
impressed meat the time. 

dibs 
hllvo d lbs on stll American, i7i/ormal 

to make It clear that something belonGS 
to you or that you should be the next 
pen;on to use something • T ha112 dlbs on 
the Sunday paper. 

dice 

the dice a re loaded against sb 
ir the dice are loaded against someone, 
they arc not likely to sucoood • When I 
rtoliud 1 UJDS IM only male appltcaru I 
knew that the dice u.-ere loadld agatnst me. 

diddly-squat 

d ldclly-squatAmericon.. Wormal 
nothing at all • l+'hat don h8 kii()W abolJl 
the South? DiddlJ.'-SlJllD1! • The lyrics In 
his songs arm't worth dlddl)~UJJ.r - U's 
the melod~ tlwl rrri1U you f~l good. 

die 

the die Is cast 
something that you say when a decision 
has been made or something has 
happened v;bich will cause a situation to 
dcvclop in 3 particul.:lr way ~ A die is a 
small block of wood or plastic with 
different numbers of spots on each sl~. 
used in gal'Tlt>S. and 'cast' means to th.t-ow. 
• From the moment the first sh«u.-osftrtd, 
t11e d~ was casi and uxrr became 
inevitable. 

to die for infonnol 
if something is to die for, it is extremely 
good • 1'he weather's fon!astlc. tM ptOple 
are warm and ft~ndly and the food is to 



dre for. • She's a beautl[uHooklnR Birl 
u;ith a voice to dieftr. 

difference 
~m~~t•lll•tiHt~dl~,.,._-

1[ something Ul8kea ell fbe.diffenmce. it 
h• a wry gQOCl efll!ct GJl a thing or • 
situation • It's thai lillie biJ tf solt rhot 
~ odd to tJw tktssf1lg - " mtlkiS au the 
cfiOiltiiJI.'\!0. • (oft~~, • to) Wt»*ln4t llilth (l 
nib~ butu:lt Q/ J1fOPie can Jr&aU aU the 

~&ke~~~----------~ 
different 
(It's) dlHorent strokes fo~ diHerent 

folks. JII<lin/y Amuicar~ 
something that you say which means that 
dilf~rent people Uke or lleOO different 
things • I've 1WIII'.T C11io).W winter sports. 
butdllferentstrokesfor different folks. 

m;u~h to a diffor~n't dr\lmmcr m¢7!1.)' 

America.n 
marm to a different tune British 

to b ehave Jn a dlt:fcrcnt way or to believe 
in rtifferent thbtgs from the people 
around )'Ou • Whi./e moSJ of the country 
support€d milirory aaicn. Santini was 
marching to a dUTerenr drummer. 

dignity 
Mand on your dignity 

to demand to be treatoo with more 
respecr than otbe;r people because you 
think you are more important • And 
although he lulld a senior position in the 
company lui would nevtr stand on lri.s 
dignit)~ 

dime 
be a dime a dozen American & )( 

Australian. informal 
to be oommon and not have much value 
• Romantic novels I me t11ese are a dime a 
doun. 

not be worth a dime American, InfOrmal 
to have little or no >-alue • It turns out lrer 
precious painting i-sn't UVJrlh a dime- ir's 
afal."f!. 

on a d ime Am~ric.an, informal 
If a vehicle cr its drlv~ turns or !UOps on 
a dime, they turn or stop in a ver:.v small 

$Pii.Qe • fii$carisgrectforparking-1Wm 
tl.ll'n on o dtme. 

dinner 
be dono like a (dog'5) d inner Australian, 

ln.formal 
to be completely d~featcd • Whatever 
possessed her to play unnis against Sue! 
She was daM like a dltmer. 

dire 
be In dire straitS X 

to be in a very difficult or dangerous 
situatiot1 • The earthquake and the war 
will leat-e w rormtl:>• in dire straits/or a 
long rtme. • They are In dire financial 
Stl''llits. 

dirt 
dirt cheap il'lfOYT1Ull >( 

extremely cheap • This TlWJ-' s~enl lik~ a 
gn!Ct deal of nwney but ~n adr;ert istng 
terms it is clirt cheap. 

d irt-poor il'l!or17Ull 
O..'t.tremely poor • Most of rlul Pf1pulation 
In thts undet-elopul aroo were dtrr-pcor 
and iobltSS. 

dlgthedlrt 
d ig up dirt 

to try to find <lUt bad things about 
someone In order to to stop other peopl.e 
admiring them • (often + on ) No ej)"ort t.s 
being sporl'd.to di,g up dirt on the enetn,)t 

d ish the d irt Wormal 
to tell P<:"OPle Wlpleasa.nt or shocking 
personal Information about someone 
• (often + on} Shcuna agreed ro dtsh the 
dirt on her millionaire ex-lowr f or a fee of 
£5,()(){). • Some journalists just enjoy 
a~htng tJU? atn. 

do sb dirt American. in/annal 
to behave unfairly or badly towards 
someone, often without them know\ng 
• .Meek really did me dirt - he stopped me 
from Rettlne my promotion. 

treat sh like d irt X 
to behave badly towards someone In a 
way that shows that )'Ou do not resp~?ct 
them • I don"t know whY sh.e sta)ls wilh 
him. He rrrots ller like dirt. 
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dirty 
a d irty o ld ma n informal 

au older man who sl\ows a sn·on~r and 
unpleasant imerest in sex • On tlw rop 
wl/ they't-e got all thos.~ hcrrfble 
magazine.~ for dirty old men. 

a dirty weekend Brlttsh &Austroltan, 
humorous 
a weekend whetl two people who are not 
married go away somewhere to ha\'C sex 
• AJ first I thcugllt he was asking me ro go 
au;ay for u dir·ty Wtw.ken.d. 

<~ dirty word .>( 
lt somcthl.ng 1s a dlrcy word, people do 
not genru:atly approve of U • For tile 
environmentally cvnsci.cus. 'disposable' 
has becoi'Til! a dirty word.. 

giVOI$hoot Sb a dlrty look 
to look at someone in an angr)' way • I 
didn't knaw whaJ I"d SCiid that was :;o 
offensive but she gaw me a really dtro• 
look. 

talk dirty ill[orm<ll 
to talk rudely about sex, usuaUy in order 
to make someone sexually excited • I love 
lt when you talk dirty (() rrn!. 

wash your d irty laundrynlnen In public 
Bri!ish &Australian 

air your dirty laundryninen in public 
American &.4usrratian 
to talk to other people about per.;omd 
things that you should keep private • T 
was brought up to belk~>'e that. it W(l$ 

wrons tc uxl.sh your dirty limm in public. 

Dirty is used in the follow.ing phrases 
oonnected with doing something 
dishonest or unpleasanL 

• dirty trick 
a dishonest action • He resigned qfter 
a.Jtegatlans ()j dirty tricks during the 
eledion campaign. • Telling mr you 
ntede.d the money for afrtend u;as a dirty 
tricJ..: 

do sb"s dirty work 
to do eomE!thing unpleasant or ~iffi<:Ult 
for someone else because they do not 
want to do it tbCJllS('lvcs • WelT next tt77W, 
Ke.!Jin can do hiS own dlrtylJX)rk. • (often + 

distance 

fur) T"ll her yoursd/ - I'm not going to do 
}"CUr dirty work/or }"CU! 

do the dirty on sb 8ritish & AustmJian, 
informal 
to behave unfairly or very bad.lY towards 
somoone, often without tbE!m knowing 
• And then he did tM dirty on her and 
U'e'Tit and had an a.ffair with hfJI' best 
friend. 

play d irty informal )( 
to behave dishonestly, espccia~· bY 
clteating in a same • He loses hiS Umpu 
from time to time, hut he neuer plays dirty. 

disaster 
a disaster =orea X 
1 iC a place is a dl.s<lstcr area. It is very 

untidy tb A d.lsaster area 1s also a plaoo 
where an event llke a storm or a flood 
causes serious dllmage and the 
government giver. help for the emergency. 
• The kitchm was a clisa.sler area, with 
groasy plate.s piled 11igh in tlu; sink. 

2 if a subject, a piece of work, or an 
organization is a disaster area. it causes 
lllany problems, often because it is badlv 
organized • OovemrMnJ housing policy t.s 
a cnmplctcdisastuan;a. 

discretion 
Discretion is the better part of valour. 
11rltls.h&A1~.ra.llan.Ute.rary 

Discretion is the better part of valor. 
American & Austrolian, literary 
something that you say which means that 
it i!< bettet· to be c3l'efu.l and think before 
you act than it 1s to be brave and take 
risks • She decld£d ncJ ro voice h£.r 
opposlt.um to the Cl!atrnzo!l's re.marirs. 
hrhaps dtscreticn was the heltt>r part of 
I)(J]our. 

distance 
go tho (full) dist~nce 

to continue to do something 1mtll It ls 
successfully completed • It's a really 
tough ccurst - I"m just ~A-""OrrUxt that I 
W<m 't be able to go rile distance. 

lnlwlthln spitting distance 
lnfwlthln striking d i$Un<:e 

very close to something or someone 
• (often + of) The great thinr: abVul the 
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hou.sc is cJuU it's wit/1in s.pUtin8 distanu 
of tJu: ~ • TM 11W!-'t to Ascot put us 
wlthlriStrllclng dtstanctof Lorulon. 

distraction 
drive sb to d istraction 

to make SOITH!One '-'el"Y 311gry or very 
bored • Looking after six childnn eL'ery 
da)' is enough co drit-e you to disrrac~um. 
• There's a c:onstanl OOzzinJI nolst. arid it's 
driving me m dtsJracUon. 

divide 

divide Ollnd conquer/rule 
a way of keeplng yourself In a posit ion of 
power by making t.he people under you 
cUssgree with each other so that !bey are 
lUl<\ble to join togefh(:r and remove you 
from your position o A small minority 
halit continued to govern by a policy of 
divide and conqui:!Y. 
divide-and-conquer/rule o (alwa.ys 
befare noun) TM:y used dwi.de-ond-ruk 
tactics to WJ/ale th.tir oppoTWlts. 

dividends 
pay dividends 

if S<Jmething you do pays di\•idends. Jt 
causes good results at a time 1n the futWil 
$:; ln the financial world a dMdend is 
part of the profit of a company that is 
paid to the people who own shares in i1. 
• Pimty of practlceoorb·ln tJte SIOSOn will 
pay dtctdends lauron. 

do 
It 's do or die. 

something that you say v;hcn yo\\ arc in a 
situation in which you must take a big 
risk in order lo a~"'id fuUurc • It 's now or 
llt.LW' - cfoordie- rlsk et'Crythlng or rt.gret 
it for tltR rest Qj' your life. 
do-o,...die • (<~lw~·s before oo\m) It was o 
do-o,.·die stWe I:Jy the g()(J/I;eepu that wo11 
the game. 

doctor 

be just what the doctor ordGred 
hU11WrOUS 

to be exactly what is wanted or needed 
• l4ndY :S makiTlll rlS some lunch.· 'Great, 

just r.c.flot thedlxtt>r ordeed.. ' • A nlght out 
on their own rcas just wiUll the doctor 
ardered. 

dog 
dogeatdog 

jf a situation is dog eat dos. poople will 
do am·th.ing to be successful. even if 
what they do harms oth~ people • Iii 
showbusiii€SS ft's dog oot dog - one day 
)IQu'reostar, thuwcJyou've been replaced 
by younger talent. 
dog-eat-dog o It's a dog-eat-dog world 
out there so JI'OU'toe 1101 ro know who your 
real .friends ore. 

;1 dog and pony show American 
a fihow or other event that has been 
orsanized in order to get -people's support 
or ro persuade them to buy something 
• 1'he fUm ls part of the dog and poll)' 

:show the company puts on for t lu! bmf>.fit 
of /oretgnjournallsts. 

a dog in the manger 
someone who keeps something that tile:¥ 
do not really want in order ro pre\-cnt 
anyone else from having it • Stop being 
sucJI o dog in tM monger ond let your 
sLscer rtdeyour bike if JiOu're not using it. 
dog·l""the-mange r o (always before 
n oun) The Bri!ish fuwe a dog·in-the· 
manRer aJtttude to the lslond. no lbrrger 
needing It rhems2lves, but u:ontlng to deny 
i ttvothn-s.. 

thedo9da)IS 
the hottest days of the summer b Some 
people oolic,•e there Is a star called the 
dog s tar whlch can only be seen during a 
hot period in the summer. • (usually + on 
.At timu, during the dos days Q/ summer; 
the stream dries up compktely. 

be l ike a dog with two tails 
t o be very haplJy • Jkn's roam IliOn w 
match. Their manager coos like actoR wiJh 
tUIO tails. 

a d og's breakfast/dinner British & 
AJJstral.taJt, itiformal 
something t.lu!t has been done vet)' badly 
• SJw tried to cuJ llllr hair and m ad e a real 
d og's breakfas t of it. • l'ou shculd have 
seen the ceiling aft>Jr lle'd jlnlsl1ed 



painting it. It was a complete dog's 
bre<t}ifast. 

done ~pfdressed up like a dog's dinner 
British & Australian 
wearing clothes which make you look 
silly when you have tried to dress for a 
formal occasion • Thee she was. all 
dres$ed up like a dog's dinner, in a 
ridia.tlousfrilb• shirt and a skirt that was 
far tooshcrt. 

Every dog has Its d.ay. 
somethlng that you say which means that 
everyone Is suroesst\Jl durlng some 
period 111 their life • He'll get thm 
prom.otion eventual/~ &cry dog liDs its 
da)l. 

not have a dog's chance informal 
to not ha>·e any chance of doing 
something that you want to do • (usually 
+ of+ doing stb) He hasn't a dog's chance. 
of gcUinl/ tJwtiob. 

It's a dog's life. 
somethinglhatyousay which mcatlS that 
llfe Is hard and unpleasant • rve got to go 
to the supermarket, tJten cook a meal. then 
pick Daueupj'rom the stali.<Jn- it'sadog's 
life! 

put on the dog Amuiron & Australlml, 
infOr11Ull 
to try to seem k'lcher 0 1· more important 
than you really are • 'T'hl?y really prd on 
thedOK in front Q/ their grteSls. 

Why keep a dog and bark yourself? 
Bri#sh & /Wstralkm 
somet.hlng that you say which IDMDS 

there is no purpose in doing something 
yourself when there Is scmeone else who 
will do It for you • Just letJL'f! the glasses on 
the table - the bar staff wilt collect them. 
Mer all. w~· la?eJJ a dOll and bark 
)'OUT'Se/.f? 

doggo 

lie doggo BriJisJ1 &Australian, old· 
ftJshl.onfld 
to hide, especially in order to avoid doing 
~rnething that sorne<Jne wants you to do 
• 'Where's Mike?' 'Probably Mng do8Ho 
ttl/ 1M uwhing up's done.' 
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doghouse 
be in the doghouse lnjbrmt1l 

lf sorne¢he IS .in the doghouse. another 
person is annoyed with them because of 
something they have done • I forgot ro 
turn tile OOCJI QfJ and the dinner's rui1lld, 
so I'm really tr~ the doghouse. 

dogs 
call off the dogs )( 

to stop attacking or crit icizing someone 
• The bank has aRrwl to call aff the dotis 
until n;e can get the bUstne..~ up and 
r~.mrttng again, 

go to th4t dogs 
if a couutry or au organ:lzatl011 Is going 
to the dogs, It Is becoming less successfUl 
tllan It was In the pa.~t • (usually in 
continuous tenses) They sat in the bor the 

night Ware the el«tion, moonfng that the 
coumry was gohtg ro the dt>gs. 

throw sb to the dogs 
to allow someone to be criticized or 
attacked. often ln order to protect 
yourself from heing criticiT.ed or 
attacked • I really felt as if I'd been 
thrown to the dQRs j ust tlJ save ether 
people's reputations. 

dog-tired 
dog·tired l liformal 

extremely tired • He usually J,'<lt home at 
around seven o'clock, dog-tired qfter a 
kmg dey in the Qfflce. 

doldrums 
be in the doldrums 
1 if a business. an economy or a person's 

job is ln the doldrums, it is not very 
successful and nothing new is happening 
in it /£J The doldrwns was the name for 
an aroa of sea whoro ships wero not nblo 
to move because thm-co was no wind. 
• Hlgll-stmt spending remains /.n the 
do/4nJ111S and retailers do not expet;t an 
imminentreroiJ€ry. 
01>1>0sm ollt of the doldrums • A ~ut ln 
inJerest rates will be tweded to lift the 
property m.orkeJ ow of tJu! doldrums. 

2 ro feci sad and to lack the energy to do 
an..vthlng • H~'s been intlt2dcldrumstlu!se 



post roupk of wte1cs and n«hing 1 do 
swns to cJtur him up. 

dollars 
dollars to clonuts/dougtanuts Amniaur, 

informal 
If you &lY that :o;omething will happcn, 
dollars to donuts. you mean you are sure 
It will happen • f)viJ.ars to d011urs the 
ctmiPOrlJI is tJOi11Jf to /old. • I'll bft you 
dollars to d<xcghn ut.s w won't com!! to 
the party. 

dollar signs In sb's eyes Amerkan & 
AListrollon 
It someone has dollar sJ~:T~s In thetr eyes, 
the)' are thinking 8bo\lt the money they 
could get • Loco I rcoo drlvlrs approach~ 
uswiJh dollar signs in theire)oes.. 

dollars-and-cents 
doll~rs-and-c•nts Amerfcon & Austral ion 

lt something Is dlscussed or thought 
about in a dolJars.anc1·cents W&.); the 
exact amounts of money Involved are 
thought about • (always berore noun) Tl~t 
doUars.ond·Unts d~alls of tM nero 
budget will be prucnted tomorrow by the 
IJ()I,'Unmenl. 

domino 
• domino effect 

the etrect which a sltualJon or event has 
on a st-ries of other sltuatloll$ or events 
~ Doml.noes are 8 set of small. 
rectangle-shaped Plec~.s of wood or 
pi8Stic, m3l'ked Wlth spots on one s ide. If 
dominoes arc placed 5t.a.nd1ng n0tt to 
each other, e.:\Ch one will knock the fl4!xt 
one over. • Young rouplcs can't a/fbrd eCI'n 
1/W smallllou.sts. so the peoplr in th~ 
hoose:s ron 't rrwot on to the bigger hoi~. 
It 's t.Mdomlno 1'/fcct. 

done 
111 done deal mainly Amertcan 

11 final decision or agreement • (often 
negt~tive) It's not a dOfle that - we're !1till 
talking about who to hirt.for tMjob. 

b4 done in Orlftsh, AmiJTlcon & 
AuJtrolian, ul[ormal 

be all don• In American 
to be too tired to do any more • She was 
done In by the t 1me $1111 had deaml up 

qftertheJXU'LJ. • l'malldon~fn-90rry, bu~ 
l can't walk any fUrther without a rest. 

don juan 
aDonJuan X 

a man who has had sex witll a lot of 
women • At 47 114 cktests hl.s Image cs o 
DonJIJJJJI.. 

donkey 
donkoy's yeoan Informal 

a v~ry lone time • rV(! bem dolnR this)ob 
tor donkey's )'«<rs. 

doom 
doom and gloom 

the fooling that a situation Ill bad 1\lld is 
not likely to improve • Corne 011, it's nor 
all doom and t;Jcom, if we ~ 4 rt41 
qfort we could still win. 

door 
dose/shut the door on sth 

to make it unl>OSSiblc for somothlng to 
happen. cspccJall.v a plrut or a solution to 
8 problem • 'I'h€N on/ears that this latt:st 
mout might hat'!! ciD~ thf door on a 
peoufuJ sotutioll. 

- ai)'OUrfoot"' ... dDor Ill i6lk 
.AnwrfMncl: .Awtralian 

get a leg in thltdDor . .o\ust1o11Gn 
to Allrt 'llml'kir1g • a low lewl tbr w. 
orpnizaUorJ because 100 WaDI a bettlr 
jobinlbe_..cqanluhonlnthefdure 
• I~ U~ not 1M Job J'OUV htJped P, 
b&lt 1111«lst ~ arn,. ltaJ,.:IOUI' ./001111 

doal: 
give sb a foot in the door • TM 
freelona u,'Qrk I did RCWfl m~ afoot Ill 1M 
doer. 

lay s th at sb's door 
to blame someone for something bad that 
has happened • Theblameforthcirdeaths 
was lafdjirmlyat thegovunmml's door. 

never darken your door again old· 
/ashfo1U!4 
if you tell someone ne\•er to darken )'OW' 

door again. you mean you never want ro 
see them again • Did her /aJher rm/l)' ul/ 
you never to darken /lis door agatnr flaw 
melcdramatic. 
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open tho door to sth 
to allow somethln~ new to start • The 
aaseflre opens the door to talks bl!tuoeen 
th£ two sld€S. • A mu> JcJnd of /M.ftwfat 
rould opm the door to o revolution in 
snczckfoods. 

show sb the door A. 

to make Lt clear that someone must leave 
• I told lwr that 1 wasn't inwrr.sted in her 
scheme and she shOll-wi me the door 111 no 
unccrl41n term..<~. 

doors 
open (new) doors X 

to give someone new opportunities 
• (sometimes + foe) The success oj that 
fi lm opmed new doors for him. 
• (sometimes+ to) Early results show that 
the new system would opm doors to 
disadvantaGed people. 

doorstep 
on 

Vei) ... ttY .... ..,.,.. ... . "* 
lff'CGI ,.,. 1t ...... - all- ,. .,, 
~,.,.. ___ lfll*lllllli 

dos 
dos and don' ts 

rules about what you must do and what 
you must not do tn a partx;ular situation 
• In the back of tJuJ guide tlulre's a list of 
th.c dos and don'ts if local ~IQZNiti!. 

dose 
go thi'OIIgh sb/sth like a dose of salts 

olttfashiooed 
if somothtng you eat goes through }'our 
body like a dose or salts, lt g~s through 
you very quick!~· • Tht>~ beDns U.'l!llt 

through me like a do~ of salts. 

dot 
dot thei)'OW' i's and cross thelyour t•s 

informal 
to do something Yery carefully !1M in a 
lot of detail • She wrlUlS highly acctJrate 
reporis - she alW{U'S dots her i"s and 
crosses her t 's. 

on the dot 
1.f sometlllng happens at a particular 
~on the doL it happens at exactly that 
time • Shops in thi$parlof thecity$htd at 

5JJ0pm on the dot. • (sometimes + of) The 
Jirstcusromersarrivedon the dOt of 9am. 

dotted 
sign on the dotted line 

to formally agree to something by signing 
a legal dowment • According to promote~' 
Andr~w James, tM band has stgn«l on the 
dotttd lint and wiU be p/Qymg ar the 
Coliseum en Nooembtr 2. 3 and 4. 

double 
double Dutch British & Auslralian 

speech or writing that is nonsense an.d 
cannot be understood • lie came om with 
a load of sophisticatf!d grammatical CDd£s 
and it all S(lUnd~ like double Dutch. 

a double b ind 
a situation in which you cannot succeed 
because whatever YOU decide to do. there 
will be bad t"e$ults • J:\bm~m fwJ 
chem.teA!eJ '" a d.oubu bind. lf they stay 
OJ horne witl1 their kids they're regardf.d 
as non«hl€~rs and II they go ow to 
u.-or*. piapl€ roy the)' ·re neglecltng thetr 

Jami/jl. 

a double whammy ill{omwl 
a situation wberc two bad things happen 
at the srunc lime • Critlc$ claim tJwt the 
cuts in public spendi.ng coup/.td with a pay 
j'roou ts o d/Juble wllammy whicll will 
DjJcct low paid u.'Ori<cn badl>: 

at the double British &.Australian 
on the double Ameria:ln & AustralUin 

if you go somewhere or do something at 
th~ double. )'OU go then! or do 1t very 
quickly • Two surgron.s arriued In th£ 
emergency room al tlu double. 

do a double take 
to look a t something or someone twice 
bt:cam;c you oro su s urprised at what )'t!U 

tu,we seen • 1/e 1.1)(1/kcd pa.st her and she 
did a double ral\e. Without hi$ beard hi! 
was quite trotW'orm.cd. 

double-dipping 
double-dipping AmeriCan 

the activity of receiving money from two 
different pla~ or two different jobs, 
often when it is not honest or legal • The 
gol.:'f!rnment has infrOdll.Ci!d tlgh~r ruU$ 



double entendre 104 

on tli'T>plt>)WS' pMtrit»U 10 d/~J'(J~ 

doub~-di/JfJinc. 
doubl~dip American • It is wnptingfor 
pllysicians to doubl~-dfp b)' stndlflB thetr 
parienls to labs they haL-t a jintlllclal 
lnterest in. 

double entendre 
a double entendn 

a word or phrase which has two di1Tct·ent 
mcanin!;ll. one of which i~aenl.lll or rude 
• His spe«h at.ll1~ dinner~ full of bed 
jokes and dDuble enn>ndres. 

double-talk )(._ 
double-talk BrUish. American & 

Australian 
double-speak mainly Americcn 

a was of spf.'aking that confuses people in 
oro&r to avold tcllil\g them the truth • He 
said the newtrotn serolcewouldrun[ewer 
trains, but would provide a better ~rvice­
~double-talk. 

doubting 
a doubting Thomas 

a pe!;SOn who ro~s to bclit'vc any!h1ng 
until they are given proof ~ In tbe 
Bible, Thomas would not belie\'C that 
Jesus bad come back from the dead until 
Jle ~w him. • lfe"s a real ®11.Wnc 
Thomas - he simply u'Ouldn't l>elietJC I'd 
won the car unttl he saw it with Ills own 
eyes. 

down 
down-ami-dirty 
1 .4~rican. informal down·and-dlrty 

behaviour 1s nat pleasant or hone!it • He 
ran a down-aruJ.dirty palit.iall campaign. 

z. Amw i~Ufl, itU<JIIIlUl l>Uillellth~ u ... t n. 
down·and-dlrty is shOCking, often because 
it is connected with sex • He likes his 
film.s down·arld-dirt.:>: 

down the drain BrltWI.Amertcan & 
Aust.rolian, informal 

down itho gurgler AuSiralidn, trlformal 
if work or money socs down the drain. it 
is wasted • Then our funding wc:s 
Will!draum and two }'MfS' work went 
down the droln. • Sa)' he gives up his 

tmininR. that'r fcur thNmmd pormtfs 
down the gurgler. 

down the toilet IJriJish, American & 
Australian, tnjoT1TU1l 

down the pan British,ln[ormal >( 
if something goes down the toilet, it is 
wastod or spoiled • Mer the drug 
srondal, his career went down the toilet. 
• If t.Mfb.ctorycl.o~ t/ull'll ~a million 
pound$' u:orth of inae.ottment down the 
pan. 

Down Under triformal 
Australia and New Zealand, or in or to 
Australla and New Zealand • The British 
rugby team are going on a tour Down 
Under later thi5 year. • I think she's from 
down undtr jud/ring by her accent. 

a down and out Rritlsh&Au.straltan 
a down-and-outer • .11\merican 

twmeooe who has no home. no job and no 

mo1tey • I just aswmcd he was o down 
and ow, begglnR on the.strw.l oorner. • SM 
wa.s one qJ the many down-and·Olltcrs 
u.oaitingfor thesuu.p kltdum to open. 
down·and-out • (always before noun) 
His next film was about tu"'doron..and-out 
drifters rr./lo· met in Nero York. 

down-at~heel 

down·at·heel British. American & 
.4ustrolian 

down•:\t-tM-hee l ivnerican 
badly ~ssed or In a bad condltlOrl 
because of a lack of money • When I first 
md her she U.'OS down~·heil but still 
respectable. • The play was set in a dCIIJJn­
crl-ftl!ilMttl in post·WOr G0'tnat!)! 

downer 
havo a downor on s DBrltlsn& 

Australian, informal 
to not like someone • 1 didn't realise $he 
fdt li~ rluJl about Julia11. She'S got a real 
downer on him. 

downhill 
go downhill 

to gradually become worse • The area 1ms 
started to go d()U)flhill tconomically in the 
last tm ~'f!iln. • We ~1art.ed to a11flle soon 



o,ftu we got married. and things W4.'nl 

downhill/rom there. 

down·home 
down-homo American 

down-home things are simple and typical 
of life in the countryside • (always before 
noun) It's o diner wltl1 down-heme 
Amuicon CJ)()king where you can take all 
the family. • He'S afolks>\ down-home sort 
of gu.y. 

dozen 
bythedozon 

lf something 1s being produced by the 
dozen, 1~ numbers of that thing are 
being produced • TM co~;oemmenJ is 
produclng new po/icie:s by the dO'len. 

n ineteen/ten to the ~en Brltlsh & 
Austrolian. informal 
if someone is talking nlneteen to the 
dozen, they are talking very fast, without 
stopping • Gaby rca.s chatting au:'ay 
nlnerem to the dOZQI behind me and I 
couldn't concentrate. 

drag 
drag yourf~s 

to deal with somethill$ slowlY because 
you do not really wam to do It • (often + 
on) He was asked wily the governrrwnr 
had dragged 1.ts feet on t/l.e question Q[ a 
single Europecn currency. • (often + over ) 
~~don't want tolook0$lf we·ndragglng 
our~ otw promoting women to senior 
posttlons. 

dragon 
chase the dragon 

to take heroin (= a powerful drug which 
is taken lllegall~· for pleasure) by 
smoking it • The drug can ~ smoked, 
which is known as chasing the dragon. 

105 dream 

drain 
laugh like a drain British & Ausrrolian 

to laugh very loudly • I told her what lllld 
happ€ned and she laughed llke a drain. 

draw 
be quick on the draw 

to be fast at understanding or reacting to 
a situation • He was quJck on the draw 
answering therepormr'sques'Jions. 
OHOStre be slow on the draw mainly 
Amertaln • You're a bit slow on the draw 
Cll'(!ll'tyou?Can'tyou see fhejolre! 

drawing 
a drawing card American &Australian 

a famous pet'SOn who attracts a lot of 
people to a public event • Babt Ruth was 
t~ outstanding player of his tlme - the 
real drawing card/or Yankee Stadium.. 

back to the dr-lng board X 
if )VU go bad! to the drawing board, you 
hava to start plannlng a pieoe of work 
again be<:ause the previous plan failed 
• (f the education rdorm is tw expensive 
w Implement, tr·s back to the drawing 
board for the committee. • Our prOPO$Ol 
might flt)l be ~pled, In whlt:h case we'll 
hat-e to go back to tlu drawing board. 

dreaded 
the ~ded lurgy British & Australian, 

humorous 
ru\ illness that is not serious but passes 
easily trom pel-son to person • llzy throat 
is sare and my head hurts. I think I've 
CiWilhi t/l.e d/1l'CUU:d lUrgy. 

dream 
Dream onl hurrwrous X 

somPthing that )'OU say to someone who 

has Just told you about something they 
are hoping for. in order to show that you 

do not believe it will happen • Tvt a 
Juline I'll win something on the lottery 
this uwk. • 'Dream on!' 

a d,..am ticket 
two poilU clans who have jolncd togeUu.>r 
to try to wln an election and who are 
likely to su~ because together lhcy 
ha\'e the support of many d11T~nt 
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groups of people • Clinton and Core 
rra/Wornwd tlu:n~Seuoes i~ a dT'eam 
ticket In the last Amertcon ~I«Jion. 

benlve In a dream world 
to have ideas or hopes which are nOl 
practical and are not lil<cly to be 
successful • (usually 1n continuous 
tenses) (/ she thinks he's suddenly golng 
to turn Into t he perf«J boyfriend, shu's 
ltvtng in a dream u.Y>rld. 

like a dream 
if !lomcthing or someone does something 
like a dream, they do it vl!l"y wt!ll 
• Eoorything had happened as it was 
moont tc. Oscar's piiJn had worked like a 
dn:am. • Our new car g~ like o droom. 

.. 'dltt .... of dqialldh 
if ~ "'Uldn't ICir«url d aolnB 
IMIHlt'nl lbcy would novcr do it 
ba ... _.UlrikUts.-aorsUJy• l 
..... ., ...... , ,... ~ /lldJir /t1r 

dreams 
In your dre ams! humorous 

something that you say to someone who 
has just told you about somethinj:l they 
are hoping for. Jn order to show that you 
do not believe it will happen • Da~. buy 
>'lJU a car? In your dreams! 

the manJWomanlsth of your dreams 
the pet'SOn or thing that you would like 
more than any oU!a- • rm TU>t sure ru 
ever mal the mGJl Ol mJI dreams. or if he 
eoen aists. • At last. u.-e 'd found it, the 
houu of our dreams. 

dressed 
be all d ressed up andlwith now hen to 

vo 
to be ~ and ready to go sorMWhere 
nice, but not have anywhere to co • Rob 
rang up and said he had to worlr late, so 
there I u.us, all dressed up with nowhere to 
go. 

be dressed to kill 
to be wearing clothes which are intended 
to make people sexually attracted to you 
• Rosiecml!rlledfrom the house, dressed to 
kill and cluJchlng a botJCe of cluunpagne. 

be d ressed up to the n ines irifonnal 
to be wearing very fashionable or formal 
clothes for a spcc1a1 occasion • TlleJ' mrlSt 
haue been on their u:'Oy to a wedding or 
$()fMI}ling_ They u.we dressed up to the 
nines. 

dribs 

in dribs and drabs 
in small amounts or a few at a time • ~~ 
could only afford to paJI the buildu in 
dribs and drabs. • Tl1e hostages hoV€ bten 
released in drlbs and drabs. 

drift 

get sb'Sithe drift Informal 
catch sb'slthe drift informal 

to Wlderstand what someone is Sl\Ying 
• Gan )IOU explain tllat al{oin? I don't Quite 
get )'CUr drift. • I didn't underswnd 
everything he was Mylng but l think T 
caught tl~ drift. 
if you catch/get my drift ilifonnal 
if you catch/ge t the drift informal 
something that you ~ay to suggest that 
you have left out information or your 
opinion from what you have just told 
someone • Slle always lias to be lhe centre 
of attent«m. if you catch my drift. 

drink 
drive sb to drink humorous 

to make someone el\tremely anxious and 
unhapPy • I jUS!. couldn't II~ with 
someone like Jltolcolm. It would drive me 
to drink. 

drop 

drop a bombshell British, Amuican & 
.Ausrroli<m 

drop • bomb American X 
to suddenlY teU someone a piece of news 
that upscts them vocy mU!lb • My si:sJer 
dropp€d a bombshell by anTU>Unclng she 
was l&:roing her jab. • Her lwsband 
dropped a bomb 01.:er dinnu. Tm seeing 
another woman,' lwsaU:I. 

Mop everything 
if you drop everything, you suddenly 
stOp what you are doing in order to do 
something else instead • 1 can 't just 



drop erJ€,tlall18 ond go into II>WII wilh 
.)'<'U- 1 hrwP tlljint,<h l.hfs leller 

a drop in the ocean lJtillsh, American & 
Australian 

o drop In the bucket American 
a vet)• small amount ln comparison to the 
amount that is needed • A hundT'fd 
thousand mey seem D lot b!u It's a drop In 
lhtt ocean compand to the millwns tlwt 
need to be went. 

at tho drop of a hat 
if you do something at the drop of a hat. 
you do it suddenly and easil~~ often 
without any prcp.vatio11 • I can't so 
nJshf118 Q[f to Florida at wctrop of a hat. 
• We now have a sltwtion where Jaws nu:zy 
be changed at the drop of a hat. 

fit/ready to drop >.,. 
extremely tired • I'd just a.YJiked 10 miles 
an<l I teas rea<ty ro drop. 

drop-dead 
drop-dead illformcl 

a drop-<icad person or piece of clothing ls 
•ery beautiful • (always btfore noun) Her 
exquisite figure u-as slwwn oj)' to IMfttll 
in a clro~Nha4 block d.rc.s..' • He turned up 
to tlwconcen with a drop-dead gorgeous 
woman on his arm. 

dropping 
b e dropping like flios 
if people are dropping like flies, large 
nllll.lbers of them are dying or beeomi.ng 
ill or injured within a short period of 
time • T1UJ mat was (Jf)(!TlL'/Ielminc and 
prop~ wuedror>Pine like~s. 

drowned 
look like a drowned rat 

to he ~ry wet, especisU~· because !f"'OU 

have been in heavy rajn • 1 had to c:Jicle 
home in the rain and came in looking like 
a drowned ra.t. 

drum 
bang/beat tM drum 

to SJ;M!ak e-ogerly about something that 
)'ou support • (often + for)Once m,'Gin she 
was bangin,g the drum for pre-school 
nurseries. • The opposition partiES are 
always bw/ing theenuironmenwl drum. 
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drunk 
0:1 drunk as • lord/skunk 

Wt)' drunk • He rolled tud of the club into 
a taxi, drunk as a lord. • We'd get drunk as 
a skunk at lunch aJUJ sl«p aU li/UrrUXJn. 

dry 
be as dry o'a boM 

to bo cxtnlmoly dry • 1 don't thlnk he's 
bten watering thl!se plants - the soil's as 
dry as a bon.t. 

bleed sb dry 
to take sorneonc's money until most or all 
of It h.as gone • Repayments on the new 
JurniJure r:.cue bleedinG me dry. 

There WllSn't a dry eye In the house. 
something that yousa_y which means that 
all the people in a particular place were 
''Cl'Y sad about what they had seen or 
heanl and many of them were crying 
• She began to talk about her son rulw !tad 
ditd ond by the end ~ her spe«h there 
wasn't a dry e)•e tn the hou.<te. 

duck 
be dude soup American, iriformal 

to be very easy to do • ~linnins your rose 
tn rourt ought to be duck soup. 

take to sth llkeo dude to woter 
to learn how to do something venr 
quickly and to enjoy doing it • SUe }ttSt 
took to motherh()()(/ like a duck to U'Gtu. 

• He's takcn to his new school/ike a duck 
to water. 

ducking 
dudclng and d iving iriformal 

if you spend your time ducking and 
diving. you are involved 1n many 
dUlercnt actlvitt~.s. cspec.JaUy onos 
\lhlch are noc honest • 'V/hat clo you clo 
for a UuinJt?' 'Thi$and that, ducki7lll ond 
diving.' 

ducks 
get your ducks in a row American, 

illformal 
to organize things well • The govcrnmmt 
talks aboul tax changes but they won'tfix 
a date « an amount - tht>;)• j ust can't get 
tMir ducks in a r·ow. 
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give sb thelr due 
g ive the devil hfs due 

somctltblg that you say \\hen you want to 
describe someone's good qualities after 
they hiiVe done something wrong or after 
you have criticized them • She miJlht be 
bad Cll writine letters bml'll giL-e 1uJr her 
due. she alu"'ys phones me at the end of 
t~ month. • OCQ/f usually Jorgi!Js my 
birrhdtu>. but gi ve t~ devtl his due, he 
always buys me a looely Chr istmas 
prcsmt. 

In due course sUghtly formal ;:;<. 
if you say that something will happen in 
due com-se, you mean that it will happen 
at a suitable time 1n the future • You will 
rectll;e n.otl/faltton of tht T'WJ/Js In d~ 
~ourse. 

dues 
pay your dues 

to work hard or dosomethin.~unpleasant 

over a long period in crder to achieve 
5QOJething • I've looked aftu Jour l..iclsfor 
sixtetn Y€f11'S, 1W paid my dues. and n()UJ I 
want some time tD ellfO}I myseiJ 

duff 
be up the duff BrJJtsh &.Allstrallan, 

ln,formal 
to be pregnant • Oh. don't tell me l(ylit's 
up tlu! du/)' OJ:tJin! 

dull 
be as dull as d lshwaterldltchwater 

in.formal 
to be very boring • Ht loved the book bUt I 
thougllr it was as dull as ditch water. 

dumps 
be down In the dumps informal 

t o be unha,ppy • Thinas hadn't NM Roina 
so U'flll/or ~rat u,oork and slu: wa.s~liTIIJ 
a bit dQwn in tluulumps.. 

dust 
the dust settles 

if the dust setUE.>s after an argument, a 
problem. or a.o event which has caused a 
let of cham:es. the situation becomes 
calmer • Week~ toter the dust settle 
Wore trym.g tO deal with OltY other 

problems. • )oo·a b.!tteJ "octt u n til a,., 
dust settles before you men lion anythinR 
else. 

/ 
bite the dust A 
1 ilt(onnal to fall or to stop ex lstlng • 'Nrree 

hiJndred nUJre people losr their jobs in the 
same reylon wlwl cmcthl!r firm bit the 
dust. • She oon't nuzke it on Saturday? Oh. 
well, anotlm-good iLJea bir~ the dust! 

2 humorowtodle • TwoHollyi&OOdstcusqJ 
t~thiniesluwe recently bi~ the dust. 

gath~dust 

to not be usod fbr a long ttme • (otb!n in 
continuous tcllSi'S) If these boob are 
goinc to sit around gathering dust in the 
garace Jo'OU miJ:Irt as well Rive thrm tD 

Fr-ank. 

not see sb ftw dust BrlUsh & Austra&n, 
tnformJJI 
if you say that you won' r SH smneont' for 
du:st. )'0\1 meau that they will l~oe a 
place very quickb~ usuallY In order to 
avoid somcthlnR • U you tell her tJwt 
Jim's comltl,lf.you won'tseeher for dust! 

dutch 
Dutch courage humorotcs 

the confidence that you get by drinking 
alcohol before you do somcthi.n8 tllat you 
arc O.ightcned of doinf. • He had tJnother 
drink to gEut him Dutch ro/Jrage for whot 
he mJchljlnd at heme. 

a Dutch treat 
an occasion when two or more people 
agree to sh<lrc the cost of sonlcth1n& 
especiall)' a meal • SJu: and C{Jllahan 
ofwt~forlunth..lt wosall.GfzySa Dutch 
treat, 

go Dutch 
to share the cost of something. especially 
a meal • ·~wl .>OOU let me cake )'OU Old 
ton IRht?' .:.ts lcnP. as we RO DuJch. • 

duty 
be duty bound to do sth 

if Y0\1 a.re duty botmd to do somctb1ng, 
you have to do lt be~ 1t is your duty 
• The gcvemment 1$ tluty bound to 
rompensa~ these who lost monc,1 • rve 
been gir:en a certain lJITiount of training 
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SQ l.[eei ctufy bound kl stay in tlu:jobfarat 
least c }V.ar. 

do (double) duty aslfcr 5th American & 
Australian 
to aloo have another purpose • They~ 
an ekcJronic idenllt,)• card that wiU do 
duty for a credit card and pocket 
calcularor. • She's really the ucret.ary but 
she does double du.ty as tJu recepr:Umist 
during Katrina's lunch luJur. 

dyed-In-the-wool 
d yed-in-u-wool 

if )"'U describe someone as dyed-in-the­
wool. you mean they ha>-e very srrong 
opinions and will not change • {alwl!Y$ 
boforc noun) He•s a d.;'ed-in-rl~e-woor 

traditionalist L&herc cooking is concerned 
- he won't have any modern sadnet.s in w 
hitchen.. 



each 

each 
each to his/her own 
to •~c.h his/her own 

something that you~· wh lCll mc~ms that 
it is acceptable for people to like or 
believe in dUTerent things • 1/md it hnrd 
ro llel.leve thot anyone CJl}o.>'S Rarcfenln8-
Ah u:dl, each to his own. 

eager 
an eager beaver 

someone who works very hard and is 
very eager to do things ~ A beaver is a 
small animal which people tradltional.ly 
believe to be hard·W<>rk.lng. • Who's IM 
eager bco!-vr wllo came In at the wefitend 
to finish this work Q/J? 

eagle 
watch sblsth with an eagle eye 
watch sb/Sth with ei~gle eyes 

to watch someone or something \"l!ry 

closcJ..v and carof\I.Uy ~ An eagle U; a 
large bird which can see very well. • Tile 
U4chu wn.s watching the children with an 
easle eye, mai.ing sure they behaved 
themselVes. 
an Hgle eye • if sotucone bas nn eagle 
eye. they arc good at noticing smaU 
details boc:lusc they watch things very 
C81'1!fully • NOlhinJ: ercapeshlseagle~'(l. 
eagle-eyed • This anicle Is f ull of 
printer's errors. which an eagle-eyed 
proofreader u.'OUld lultoe SIXJrled. 

ear 
be out on your ear Informal 

to be forced to l~e your job bet:ause you 
have do.nc something wrong, or because 
your work is not good enough • l'bu ·u /x7 
out on your ear if yvu don't start doing 
some wark around here.. 
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Qn do sth on their ear Australian. 
Informal 
if sonteonc can do something on th~lr 
ear, they cau do it very easily • Ask Jane 
to make lt. sl11! can lxJJce a scufjl~ on her 
ear. 

g rin/smile from ear t o oar 
to look ext:remcty MPPY • (usually in 
continuous tenses) ~~~'1.04! had a fantasttc 
~n.-;e. • he said, grinning from t.ar to 
(!(If: 

pa.yltby .. 
to decide bO\\• to dcall\ilh a skuation as It 
d~ope rath(!r thAn planning how y<~u 
ON trolnt.! to nact • I'm nui sure huw long 
I'D Jttzy (If tl~epart:r. l 'lljU$1 ploy it h;\' ear. 

Ear is used in the following phrases 
C<Jnnected with listenins and talking 
topcopla. 

bend sb's O>Or irtf'ormol / 
to talk to someone for a long time, usually 
about something boring • (often + about) 
Don't ie1 her bend ynur ear about flnw 
O!-<erworked she is. 

have sb's ear 
if someone has. the eru· of an important 
and powerful person. that person is 
willing to listen to their Ideas • He's a 
powerfuJ indllstriali$1 wlw ha..'i the 
Pnsidrmt's ear. 

have an ear for sth 
.if someone has an ear for music, pocrry. 
or languages. they are good at hearmg, 
repeatlng, or unde-rstanding these 
somuls • (often negalio,-e) She's never had 
much of an ear for languages. 

keep an/your ear to tM! ground 
to watch and listen carefu.Uy to what l.s 
bappPning around you ro that you know 
about evQt"ylhlng tb Ameritl'ln Indians 
used to put their ear agail1s1 the ground 
to help tberu discO\'Cl' where animals or 
other people were. • I'll keep an ear ro rhe 
gromlli and ull you If I /u,!LJr of any 
wcuncW;.. 

le nd an ear 
to listen carcl\J.lly and in a fri.erull v wav to 
someone. especlall.>· somenne who is 
tclling you aboot a problem • ({ .)'()U lu:we 



111 earth 

an)' problems. go to Cktlre. She'll atu:ays 
lend a sympotl1etic ror. 

earful 
give sb an earful itiformal 

to t4?U someone how angry you are with 
them • You can just imagine the emflll he 
save 1wr when they BOtlwrrn~. 

early 
an @ilrly bath British & Australian, 

ituormal 
if you take an early bath, you are forced 
to stol> doing an activity SQOner than you 
intended to b This ph.ras4? 1s oft.on USI!d 
about sports such as football. • T1u! 
spolresman took an early bath after a 
series oj' embarrwsing and incorred 
~atemmt:~;. • And that'S his ~rond Yf.lliJw 
card so it liJoks like an early bath for 
Taylor. 

<~n o .. rty bird )( 
l:iomeone who ge~ up early in the 
morning • Ellen's iN early bird in this 
house, not me. 

The earty bird catches the worm. 
something that you S!l3-' in order to tell 
someone that if they ~nt to be 
sl.lcx:essful they should do something 
immediately • ll )'Oil ~ a job that 
lntenst.s :;oo. apply as soon a.s possible. 
The early bird catches the worm..;........,.,--, 

It's ~...,. ~ Brltl!h &..lJIJstiVllfon 
somethinJI that YDUSCb ""'ieh means that 
lt 1S too SOOI'Ito make a jndgrmental!oUt 
somethin8 • Both •oms on ntar the 
botttJm • tJw ~~~ague. but tts fllrlJ df1J'S 

ears 
(Sb'~;) ears are flapping informal 

something that yOu say when you think 
tlult someone Ia Ll3tenlns w yol!r private 
con~-ersatlon • I can't talk now. Ears art 
flapping. 

)''OW' ears must be burning 
som!!thlng that you say to l:iOmeono who 
Is being t31.kcd about • All that talk about 
W!llram - his ear.s must have betn 
burning. 
Were )'Our ears bumlng7 • W~ :;'Qur 
oors burnin8! lVe were just talklng about 
.)'OU. 

about/around &b's oars 
af something falls. or is brought ab<lut 
someone's ears, it suddenly falls 
compl~t!!lY and destroys someone's 
hopes and plan~ • His business folded and 
collap:wd about his torS. • ller entire 
u.:orld seemed ro have corm~ crasiWIR 
around 1wr rors when .hedWd. 

be all ears informal 
to be very eager to hear what someone is 
going to say • 'Do )'OU want to luxJr w/wJ 
happenedot the party last night!' 'Oh }oe$. 

I'm all ears'. 

box sb's ears oldfoshioncd 
to hlt someone, usuaiJy as a punishment 
• J'tl box your ean;, young man, if you 
come home !ale again! 

can' t believe your ears 
if you can't belle ... e your ears. )'OU are 
very Sllr~ 9.l someth~ that 
someone tells )'OU • {\1S\l3lly in past 
tenses) She oouldn't belieue her ears wlwt 
they told Mr Jim had bten arrtsud. 

have nothing betw.., tiM/your ears 
in/Onna/ 
to be stupid • 1:/e's 1.,oery good-louktng bid 
ha.s absolutely nothing be.tu.;een ~ rors. 
I'm afraid. 

pin back your ears British 
to listen carefully to .something • {often 
an order} Pin back yourears- sheoould be 
about te say somethlnR im,portant. 

prick }'Our ears a.., informal 
to start to listen carefully to what 
someone is saying, often because you 
think you may find out something 
Interesting b Many animals prick up 
(• rajse) their ears when they hear 
folOmethtns. • Eve prl.c$i!d flo ears up 
when she heard her na.r/UI be!ng 
~mnttoned. 

earth 
an earth mothl!f' 

a woman who ba..o;ch.ildrenand who has a 
natural abfiity as a mother • i'l>fy older 
sistt.r's a real earth motller. SM has four 
kids atul she's oomplmly happy to stay a.t 
horMall day wiJh them . 



earth-shattering 

the earth moved humorous 
something that you st\i' to de..~tibe how 
gOOd a sexual experience was • 'How was 
It for you?' 'Ooh. tht earth mot'«l!'. • Dld 
the earth I'TU)IJ#!/Or Ji"OU? 

come (bade} down to earth (with a 
banglbumpljolt) 
to h<lve to stan dealing \\"lth the 
unpleasant or boring things that happen 
C\•cry day after a period of excitement 
and ei"\Joyment • We c.ame down to earth 
with a bump when uoe got back from our 
holld4)os to /lltd we luJd a bursl pipe. 
bring sb (~wick) down to e arth • lluJd a 
huge pile 0/ UX>rlr u;oiting /or me on my 
desk so that bl'Ol41J/U 1M back down to 
earth. 

go to • arth BrtJish & Australfun 
to go aw~· somewhere where pc.'opl.l? will 
not oo able to f1nd you • I'll go to earth In 
my uncle's llollday cottage umtt all the 
publicity has died down. 

run sb to oarth Brilish & Ausrralian 
to find sonteone after searching for them 
• Till!. film star was run to earth by 
reporters in an exclusive gOlf romple:x. 

earth-shattering 

[hardly/scarcely eb:J earth-shattHing 
not very surprismg or shocking • lo\~ 

uwe all expecliliiJ the announcement. It 
wasn 't exactly ecrth·shattllrins news. 

easier 

easy 

.asy corr\9, easy go iriformal 
something that you say In order to 
describe someone who thinks that 
everythl.ug is easy to achi~e. especially 
earning mo~\ and who therefore does 
not worry about anything • Us could 
arlcinly spend mclt()l, Easy COI"M, easy go 
it Uta$ u;/th him. 
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Easy does It! tnformal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone to do somathlng carefully 
• "F4SY does it!" Bob shouted, a.~ I sreered 
tJu boat inlo the clock. 

easy mo,_y X 
monC).· that you earn with very little 
work or effort • It must be easy money 
u;ritlngforonulf those magazines. 

be as easy as abc 
to be very easy • You u;on't hm-e any 
probiems assembline Jo"OUr new ~ - it's 
as easy as abc. 

be as easy as fal6ng off a log British, 
American &Australian 

be as easy ;~s romng off a log Amerlct:m 
to be very easy • She said u:riting stories 
was GSW$Yas/aRiiiJ:Qjf a logfcr her. 

be as easy as pill! 
to 00 ..-ery ll!asy • Oh. come on! Even a child 
could&tlwt. lt'saseasyasple. 

be easy meat British &Australian, 
iriformal 

be an e..sy miiiR American 
someone or scmethlng that Is easy lll(!at 
ls 4'asy to beat, critlcize, or trick • UniJed 
u.teTP easy metJJ in the semijlnal on 
~~rn'.sda.>l • 1'ful eJderfy living alone are 
an rosy mark/or ron-men.. 
make ~ meat of sth/ sb British & 
Australfan. ln{onnal • Our trom made 
ecsy tn2al of them In thl!flnal. 

be easy on the ear 
if music is easy on the ear. 11 has a 
pleasant ~nd relaxing sound • When l'm 
driuing. !like to listen to music that's rosy 
on the ecr and not too ckmonding. 

be easy on t .he ll!ye X 
t<> have an attractive appearance • It 's not 
a paintiTIJ[ UJhich is ea.n· on the 'l)'t', but it 
OltrnCt.S yorJr a.ttmtionfor other reasons. 

go easy iriformal 
to not take or usc too much of something 
• (Often + on) Avoid fried foods ond go 
l'lJ.tV on lM snacks. • Go ea$Y.' ~re's not 
muchWt.' 

go easy on sb Wormal 
to ~t someone 1n a ccncle way and not 
punish them severely if lhey have done 
something wrong • They'll Prolxlbly go 
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1!11$.)1 on him sinCf! he hasn't been in trouble 
bP/ort 

It's easy to be wJse after the event. 
British, American & Australian 

It's e<lSY to be smart after the fact. 
Amuiron 
something that you~· which means that 
it is easy to understand " 'hat you could 
have <lone to prevent sometJlblJ! bad trom 
happening after it has happened • In 
ntrospect I suppose we sllculd hat-e 
rea.Used thai sh£ was In trouble and tried 
to help her but thl!fl/ suppose it 'seasy to be 
U7ise after tile e~oent. • Poople Q/t~ ull me 
they'd neuer have taken out tJ loon if 
thl!)' 'd thought about it more carqully -
l)ut it"Sc'asy to be smart after th£fact. 

take it o:.sy 
to relax and not use up too much energy 
• You'd belter lrlke it easy for a whik-you 
don 't want WJ!f!l IU aJ!ain. 

Take It easy! 
something that you 58,)' in order to tell 
som.eono to be calm and not to get too 
angry or e:,.clted • Talu i1 easy! I didn't 
mean an,y qj)~. 

eat 
eat humble pie BrlJfsh. Am.triclln & 

Australian 
eat crow American 

to be forced to admit that you are W\"OflB 
and to say you are sorry • The producers 
of the tUk~ OOd to fQl humbk pie and 
apologiz.eftJr m tsrepresmting the facts. 

eating 
what's eating sb7 Wcrmal 

something that you ask wren someone 1s 
angry and you want to kbOW why • He 
sudt.knlY noticed I wasn't joinir!R in the 
contlerSlJJion. 'What:S eating you tonight?' 
he asked. 

ebb 
the e bb and flow 

the way ln which the level of something 
frequent!>• ~es higher or lowGr in a 
situation • (ofim +- of) The government 
did nothing about the recession. hoping It 
was just part Q[ the ebb a!ld flow Qf the 
«ononu: 

echo 
cheer tob to the echo Brl.tish, old· 

fashitmed 
to shout and clap a latin order to SUPPOrt 
someone • Tile U:am caproin was chl!ered 
to tM cclw whw lul was prcsenwa wi1Jz tiiC 
cup. 

eclipse 
be In edipse UJera:ry 

If something is in ccliJ)sc. it is less 
successful than it was before • His career 
u.oas in eclipse until M 17ll1de a comWack in 
this surprise hicfilm. 

economical 
bo oconomlcal with the truth hwnorous < 

to not be completely honest abollt 
something • He was economical with 1M 
tfuth - he §lJIH! her tJ a>nsored accoUilt Qf 
wh4lwas~. 

edge 
be on edge 

to be nervous or worried about 
sanething • The players u;cre aU a little 
on edge ~ore the big game. 
put sb on edgo • Knowtng that! mf.8hl be 
calltd on to anmw a question at any point 
tJ/ways puts me on edge. 

have the edge onlover sb/l\th 
to be t>lig}lt1y better than llomeone or 
something else • He's got the edge o~ooer 
other teachtrS t>trouS(: m's so much more 
experienced. • The new Renault has rl~t 
edge on other similar models - it's largu 
and clwaper; 

k-p sb on the edge of their seat British, 
American & Australian 

koop l:b on tho odgo of their chair 
American 
if a stol)' keep.~ you on the edg& of your 
seat. it is v~l)' exciting and )'OU want to 
know what is going to happen next • You 
must rent this (:ideo. It keepS )'QU on the 
edge of your seat riGht uP to the end. 

live on the edge X 
to have a t;nJe of life in which you are 
often involved 1t1 exciting or da.nRC~.-otu 
activities • I/ )'Oll wue always llvl.ng on 
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tJw edn<~ liklJ thai I'm suro )'t!U tt.-oulcln 't 
llul? past the age of SWy. 

lose your edge 
to lose the qualities or skills that made 
you successful in the past • S/w's Slil/ 
rom~ing. but slur's two )'f!OrS olr:Wr now 
and she's lost her ed$e. 

pushfdrive sb OVEf' the edge informal 
if an unpleasant event pushes someone 
0\'CI:' the edge. lt makes them start to 
behave ln a en~~· way • She had been 
dril.>ell m-er the edge by tile separation 
from her husband. 

talce thaedge off sth 
to make something Wlpleasant ha\'C ~ 
of an effect on someone • HatoeannppiR. 
lt 'lllalce 1M edga C/J )VJUr hunger /Or a 
tch~le. • His aPOIOI(l' tool! JJ~.e edRe QJf hitr 
anger. 

edges 
fray around/at the edges 

to start to become less cffcctl\'e or 
successful • This songwrlttng 
par:trrership b.?gan to fray at th(' edges 
ww· borh partnen cor m(JniNJ. 

educated 
an educatCid guess 

a guess that lsllkel.',• to be correct bKau.se 
yOUJ lul\'e enough knowledge about a 
particular S\\bject • Scientists can do no 
more than make educC!tro g~"SeS about 
futi.UT! climate changes. 

effing 
effing and blinding British & .Aw;tralian. 

informal 
swearl.ng angrDy b Effing here 
represents the letter 'F' ss a '''11.)' of 
avoiding saying 'futk' or 'fl.lf;king". 
Dllnd.ing comes fi·om an old·fashioned 
phra..o;e 'Blind me!'. • 1 could hear Bitl 
f/Jinl: and blinding as~ rri«! to ropair 
tJu:.~J-YJS.!Iin.g machine.. 

egg 
can't boil an eQ!J humcrous 

if solllCOne can't boll an egg. they are not 
able ro cook Jb This t>hrnse comes from 
the idea that boiling an egg is a very easy 

thins to do. • Don't c:qxxt a dinner 

im;itolion from wura - she ron •t boil an 
f,gg 

have egg on your face il'lformat X 
to seem stupid bc.cal.l.S¢ of something you 
have done • You "II be the one who lms eGR 
on J,VJur face if it goes wror~g. 

lay an egg American.lliformal 
to fatl to make people erijoy or rn: 
interested in something • Our first twtJ 
sketches got big laughs, but the next twc 
laidallef/8. 

eggs ~ 

put all yuur eggs ln one basket _/\( 
to risk losing Clo'erything by putting all 
your efforts or all ~'Our money Into one 
plan or one course of action • Jf you·n 
co-ing to ini!CSt th.e money, my am•i.ce 
would be don'c pur all :your eggs in Qn(; 
oosket. 

eggshells 
be walking/treading on eggsheUs 

if you are walking on eggshells. you are 
tr:ytng wry hardi not to u~t someone 
/b An eggshell is the hard outside 
covering of an egg which hreaks very 
easil~: • It was liJce u.:alJ.ins on CGK$hells 
wttll my father. Tile smalli!st th.inf{ would 
mDke him angry! 

ego 
illn ego trip -l' 

somethillll that you do l.n order to make 
)"Olln>elf feel Important • Runnln.g the 
rmiv.-'r'Sil)l Film Society i.sa big et,.'() trip for 
her. 

eight 
b\l ~•Nn~ \M -:lg"t b~ll Am('T'Ji;an ~ 

Ausrrofian, Wornu1l 
to be 1n a dll'flcults1tuatlonand tmablc to 
mal«! progress b In a game of -pool(= a 
game in which you hit n\Ullbcred balls 
l.ntO holes arOWld a table). u· you arc 
behind the black. number eight ball you 
are in a difficult position to take your 
next turn. • The pollee are vtr}' mu.ch 
behind the el}lllt ball - tl~.cy't"e had no 
more leads on tiles!' burglaries. 
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e lbow g rease humorous 

hard work. especially when )'OU are 
cleaning something • U·ilh determination 
ar1d el/m& grease~« soon rrrnW"ormed the 
fllthy kitchen. 

e lbow room 
1 space wh1ch allows )'OU to move around 

• Tht•re's no t:ll>ow room ot all in rhts 
k itchen. 

2 tlle freedom to do what you wsnt to do 
• The Pri:Skknt $hould be given c:s mucll 
elbuw room as he nM1s to solv.e these 
intematlnnoJ problem.-;. 

at sb's e lbow 
nearsomooue. often l.n o1'dcr to help them 
• S/16 hooertd COtJStotUiy at Charles's 
elbow to m!lM sure he hod e1.wylhi11JJ he 
wa11~. 

give sb tho d bow Rritish, infonnol 
to em1 R romantic relalion:;htp with 
someone • They wmt out together for a 
momh and thtn .flzc ga1.v. him llze elbow. 

elders 
your e lde rs and betters old fashioned 

people who at'C older than }'OU and who 
should be treated w&th respect • \Vhen wt 
u .. oere children. u;e u.we aluxz;y"S taught tu 
re$p«1 our eldl!T'S aru! betters. 

e leme nt 
be In your e lement 

to feel happy and relaxed because you11ro 
dolne something that you 11kc doing and 
are good at • You shoold have sun her 
u.•hen they asked her to sing she was In her 
element. 

be out of Your e lement 
to feel unhappy or strange becam.e >•ou 
are 1n a situation that you are nut 
fiunlllar with • He felt out qf It is element 
o1Such afonnol ocwsi!Jn. 

e levator 
elevator music Amulcan 

pl~a.o;ant but borillg recorded music mat 
is pl;zyed in public places • You can't Het 
away from elet,oator music in SOIM 

shopping malls. 
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e leventh 
a t the elev e nth hour )( 

almost too late • NeBOiiators ,·cached 
ORre6nent at the eleventh lwur. just in 
time to 01:ooid a strilic.. 
eleventh-hour • (always before noun) 
Tm tuXused was sat-ed from excculfon by 
an eler;enth,IJour confession from her 
fOthf!l: 

else 
If all e lM f alls 

If you llecldc that you will do somethlng 
if all else fa its, you decide that that is 
what you will do if none of your ideas Ol' 

ptrutssu~cd • Well. if allclsefails}lou'll 
justluwetogeta port-time job tooorn a l>lt 
uf extra men£')! 

embarrassment 
an embarr.usment of riches formal 

if ~·on h.a\'e an embarntssment of rich!!!<. 
you haYe more of snmethlng than }'tlU 

need and tlli.o; mak6 it difl1cult fhr you to 
make a C'hoice • Thl.s club has on 
embannSSIIICTit of ri.cM.s. All their players 
ore good. so who do they pick for tlleir 
slcle! 

e minence grise 
an m ine-nee g riseforma/ 

SOmeQI'lP ~00 h88 8 l.ot of PQWer and 

mnucnce but no official position 
• AltJW«Bh he never became a minister. lie 
was the part,y's hnlnence ertse for 15 
)I(!QJ"S. 

e mpty 
em pty nest syndrom e 

the sad feelings which parents have whee 
tl\eir cl1ildren grow up and leave borne 
• nw t.o..~t l'>f lu:r chtldnm had Ye('~ntly 
mct'«l out and sfle u;as s-l(/1~/.ng /rom 
em/)IJ!nesr li)•lldro~ 

Empty vessels ma ke (the) most 
noise/sound. 
something that )'OUsay which means that 
people wbo talk a lot and frequently 
express their opinions are ofu>n s tupid 
• D01:id tollcs as if he's em expert on 
a'U)'fh111g. but empty vessels mo~ most 
noise. 
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enchilada 
the whole enchilada il!{ormaf 

the whole of something. including 
everything that is connected \\1th it • We 
had the flowers. tM s/)N;Cht!$, tllb presenJS­
thJJ wholunchilada. 

end 
end It all il!{ormal 

to kin you~lf • 1\fter his wife dW!, he 
uoas so depressed hJJ decided ro end it alL 

End of story. Wormal • 
somet.hlng tbat yuu sa)' when )'OU think 
that the opinion you have jtlst ex-pressed 
about something is correct and that there 
1s no <Xher possible v;a..v of thinking 
ahout it • If )IOU don't hauethemone.>;>'OU 
dQn ·r spmd it. End Q[ storyt 

an end in itself 
if an activlt)• or action is an end in itself. 
it is important to you not because it will 
help you to achieve something else. hut 
because you enjoy do inc it o:r think that it 
is lmpat1ant • Education should bean end 
fn ttselt 

The end justifies the means. 
something tllat you say which mcru\S tlult 
in order to achieve an lmpattant aim. it is 
acceptable to do somethlng bad 
• Ullfortunmely. IJJf( ll luu.V! t 11 cut dDwJHh e 
forest to make soace / or tl1e golf course, 
but I fed the end iustlf~s tM m~ns. 

at dii end the day i onnal 
80metlUnu that you~· before )'OU SIIY 
whRt l'CU belimte to be the most 
important fact of a Gil.uatlon • Sure WI! 
mlsa?d«mr best pl4yu btll af~mdof the 
tkot John.rceJUSt didn'tpkzy toe/ I uwugh 
to win the game. • At rife t'nd Q{ the da.>; 
w moim"SISthtJI U'Tell1/l-

lfi0 artlii eriil of }'our tea•• BI'IIISfi. 
AmeletJn &Au$trolian 

be at theend of }'OUr rope Amwfcan 
to be so Urcd, worried. or annoyed by 
somethq that )'OU feel unable to deal 
witb it any more /b An anhnal which 15 
tied up by a rope cannot reach the grass 
which Is further a\\'Qy than the ~nd ~ lhe 
rope and becomes hunGr)' and unluopp): 
• JVttr a doy UJiJh/our scnaminJl kilts I'm 

1M of m..v • • TH'J OUI 0/. ~ 

hanctn11 (JI"O{lnd the house all dey ond at 
themdcf his rope. 
reach the end of your tether Hrms11. 

Ameriron & Australian 
reach the end of your rOpe 1\meJ•ican 
• She fma/ly rmc.hed the t.nd Q/ ller telller 
and tcl<f htm exactly uohaJ shJJ tlwll.flht of 
his behaviour. 

be the end of the llnetro3d 
to '00 the end of a s ttuation or proce$.$ 
• Nter losing his fhle tn last n tglu 'sftght. 
tit~ Jenner heoV')'UX!ight champion knows 
tJwt this is the end of the rood. • (often + 
for) U•'hen sire /otmd ouJ that Jim hcd 
been se.eing OJWfher woman. tJ. was tiU! tnd 
of the lwfor thl!lr marrwge. 
reach the end of the line/road • I thin" 
our frimdship has reached the md of the 
road - you've lied rome once too Q/icn. 

DOth the end of the WDI1d 
.1! )'OU say Chat tr I!Oinethmg baAw• It 
won 'tbe tbeend or thewortd. )'Oit me.tm it 
will not cause \Wl' sertcus itroblems • IIi 
ltkm't/.Wihdob,ilwon'tbtJtJutendQ{ IJ~ 

can' t see beyond/past the end of your 
nose 
if you can't see beyond the end d your 
nose. you think so much about )'(lUJ'Sel! 

and what affects YOU that you do not see 
what is really important • ~ peop~ 
ore so bus;).· makbtg money. tJU!y can't see 
beyond the end C/ their l'lOS'e. 

getlhave your end away British. L~ry 
infornwf 
if a man gets his end awro; he has ~ 
• Dtd } 'OIJ get your end au1ay last night, 
I hen? 

hold/keep your end up British, i rifornwl 
to do what you arc expected to do • Aftu 
my matPrnlty leave. I made sun I kept my 
end up at work. I didn't UXJJlf co give my 
boss onexc:usc to complain about working 
mothers. 

You'U never hear the end of it.ll!{ormul 
something thar you Ray wblch means that 
someone will continue to talk about 
something they haw ~c·\'ed for a long 
time and in an annoying way • 1/ she wins 
you know v.;e'll net.-er hear tl16end of it.. 
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[daysfmonthslweeks etc.) on end 
if somerlting happens or continues for 
days. months etc. on end, it continues fot' 
several da,ys, months, or weeks without 
stopping • We sometimes don't see each 
ot.lu!r tor months on end, but u.-e·re stlll 
good friends. 

ends 
go to the ends of the earth 

to do everything possible in order to 
achieve something • {often ... to do sth) 
Some journalists would go to the ends Q{ 

the eartJ1 to cct a story. 
.-leo (both) ... meet 

to baVe just enough money to pay ror the 
tJUntr$lhat you need • ~ wo.ga Wfft ~ 
IIJw lhot 1 lwd to tp/a a S«Dnd job just to 
IIIQkunds 1Mf!l. 

play both ehds against the middle 
American, iliformal 
to try to !Mke two ~pie or groups 
compete with each other In order to get 
an advantage for }"Ourself • He's pkuling 
b<nh ends against the middle- ~llln8 W.'O 
prospecril..-e emplo)'ers that. the other has 
offered a higher sakuy. 

enfant terrible 
an enfant terrible 

a famous or successful person who likes 
to shock people by behaving badly 
• (usually + of) .kan Paul Gaumer. the 
ellfant terrlb~ of French fashion, arrived 
at the show wearing a mini kllt. 

Englishman 
An Englishman's home Is h is castle. 

British, old-fashioned 
sor:neth.ing that you say ~'hich means that 
British people believe they should be able 
to control what happens in their own 
homes. and that no one else should tell 
them what to do there • An Englishman s 
home Is his ca.stle. TheROvemml!nt has no 
righJ to interfere in our privar.e liues! 

enough 
Enough is as good as a toast. Brilish.old· 

f0$hloned 
somethlns that you say which means you 
should not have mon~ of something than 

you oee<l • No, thank JIY)l~ noth1J18 more 
to drink Jor me. Erwueh is as good as o 
feast. 

enough Is enough 
something that you say ln order to tell 
somoone that you think what is 
happening shoukl stop • Look. enough is 
enough. He's borrowed £300a1Jwuly. 

E.nough said. 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone that you have clearly 
understood what they have just said and 
do not Deed any more explanation • "His 
father's a duke.· 'Enough sold.· 

en route 
en route 

if you are en route to a plaoe, you are on 
your way there • (usually+ to) The}• were 
en rowe to Gentoo when they htard the 
ntu'..c.. 

error 
see the etTor of your ways 

to w1dcrstand that you have been 
beha,•lng blldJy and to decide to impro~ 
your behaviour • It's the story Q/ a 
Cl)rrupt pofi®nan wllo f'UI(J.lly sees t he 
error Q/ his ways. 

esprit de corps 
esprit de corps formal 

feelings of pride and loyalty that are 
shared by members of a group 
• ComP<mles that i.nL'OlL-e th<~fr emplo:J-~ 
in planning haue the best espril de corps. 

essence 
b@ of the essence 

to be the most lmportnnt thing for 
achieving success • Time ts of the 
essence OO::ause the building mUSl be 
Cl)mp/tted by June. • For srJCCessful 
mJliUzrystrateg~ secrecy /.so! the essence. 

et al. 
etal. 

something that you say afu>r a name or 
lJst of names to refer to oth~ people in 
the group • This issue is di.'ICU..~ in mare 
detail In the article by Cooper et ol. 
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ovon 
even stevens IMfish, iriformol 
even steven American & At4Slral/.un, 

tJt[on~U~l 

if two or more people are ev= ste~-ens. 
they have the same amount or something 
or are 11t the same level • Give me £20and 
we 'roe CI/Cn sttt-ens - I'm wt UXJn"ktl about 
ofcu; pence. 

bn!~ even 
if a person or a business breaks even. 
they do not make or lose an)• money from 
their bu.sinlffili • After a had year in 1995, 
the company just aoow broke even in 1996-

get an e ven break Anwican & Australlan 
if someone gets an even bt'Ci\k. tllcy get 
tbe same oppot·tunlt,)' to impnwe their 
situation as other people • This IJI.lY has 
tM talmt. Ha just n~ to llfl an e~-en 
bmzk and m could be up there wilh tile 
b~.•t of them. 
give sb an even break Am11rlcon & 
AI4Stralion • Utuil now no one Juu:t git"#l 
her an et~n brrok to prot>e llilUJt she could 
do. 

get even irifortll(l./ X 
1f you get e\-en wllll someone \\ho has 
done something bad to you, you do 
something bad to them • Vmni4''s a 
spitefUl kind qf g1o: lVlto knows rtvlcu lte 
might tfll.nk up to KCt ttJCJI. • (often + 
with)~ swore he'd getn-.en wilh Lee fOr 
humiiU:Iting h1m. 

on an even keel 
calm and not likeb· to change suddenly 
• M.>1 nmin pricrity is w li£cp m.v lifo. an an 
et'fn }.:eel fOr tm sa.Jre 0/111>• two boy.s. 

I! very 
every man jack (of us/them) ofd.fe>Shfoned 
every last m3n (of us/them) old-:/a$1licTIM 

every single person • If you sac-k me the 
otllm will u:alk out t.OO. (!l,'f.7JI man jadr of 
them. • Euery last man qf u.s Is ready w 
}liJhl/or thPircountry. 

every now and again/then 
every so often 

sometimes • Et<ery new and tJum I go to 
tou;n and spuld loads of mone~ 

every other 

happening or existing reguJsrly on e\•ery 
second one of the rltings }'On are co\mting 
• Our discussion 1/1"0IIP me8.s every Olher 
Friday ateieht o'clock. • EL'€7)1 otl1u shelf 
on the bookct1se u."<lS full of books. 

evet')' time sb turns around/round 
iJiformol 
S{)Dlethin!! that )'OU say when you think 

something happens very often or too 
often • Etoery tlrM I t11rn around she's 
~:luin;: me S<Jme nerv rule about reo'Cli.nll 
the trash. 

every which way American&AUstrollan. 
irt{ormal 
ln many different directions • The 
docranellls lay scattered ever,~ whtcll waJ: 
onhtsdesk. 

everyone 
everyone and hi$ MOther American 

a verY lat1te numoor of l>«lJllo • 1-1~ 
couldn't~ In w ::."i?e the movie-everyone 
and his bmthPr had decidt>d to go. 

everything 
Everything's coming up roses. 

som4?thlng that )'OU Sa) when a situation 
Is sucC!!ssful in every way • E.'uerythfn.g's 
coming up roses/01' GeorgE' at the moment 
-he's txen promotro at work and he's)u.sl 
got engaged. 

evidence 
turn king'sfqueen's evidence 
tum state's evidence 

if someone who has been accused of 11 

crllne turns klng's evidence. they ~~ 
information ln a court of law abOut otller 
people invnh 'f1d io the crime 1n or!k>r t<1 
h8\le their own punishment reduced 
• She IL<aS given a lenknt sentence In 
excluJ.nRe{or turning ktng 'Sevldmft 

evil 
give sb the evil eye 

to look at someone in An angry or 
unpleasant way • f arritied late for th.e 
mtU>ting and Steve TJumJ.SDn R<Jve me the 
evUeye. 

ex cathedra 
ex cathedra formal 

if someone speaks ex (;athedra or makes 
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an ex cameara smtement they say 
somethinF: in an official way as 1f lt must 
be obeyed or aooepted • His polk)• 
pronouru:ements made ex cathedra 
angered manY of Ills col/algues. 

exception 
be the exception that proves the rule 

if you 5:\}' someth:i.ng is the exception 
that proves the rule. you nwan that 
although it does not support the 
statement you have made, the statement 
is usuatJy true • This woman is the 
exe~rption that proucs the rult> that it ls 
impcssible to l>e a warrrwncer and a 
feminist at the .same rima 

ex gratia 
ex gratia 

an ex gratia payment is one which 
someone makes In order to sltow that 
they are kind and not because it is legally 
necessary • (always bcfo1·e noun) Tile 
company has ~ed to admit It acted 
unlawfull)l but it has oj}'ered the {..fdims 
an ex gratia payment Q/ £5,000 ench. 

exhibition 
make an exhibition of yourself 

tn do something that makes you look 
stupid and attracts other people's 
attention • U he keeps on drinking Jw's 
going to end up making an. exhJbtrton of 
himself/ 

expense 
no expense is spared 

1f no expense Is spate<~ In arranging 
something. a lot of money is spent to 
make It cxtrmncly good • No ex~1JSe 
was spare.d in Jli(IJ(iJr,q the 8l.WSts feel 
COI'I/Ot'tab/c. 
no expense spared • It li.YIS onl)l the best 
for his dauRhter's wedding. no expense 
spared. 

experience 
put sth down to experienceEriti$/t. 

Amerkan &AustralWn 
chalk sth up ~o •xperience /117WriMn & 

fll1stral1nn 
tu ~ that JMC~ of being upset 

abOut rornethh~g bad that yuu ~ ctone 
or-that has h11ppenc<l. ]iV)u wlll learn frtlm 
it • Tnr sp a.s~med. I let him take 
adll(Jflta~ of me.· "Don't be $tJ haTd on 
)YXQ'seg Just put lr down to~wu:e. • 

extra 

go the extra m ile >( 
to make more effort than is expeded of 
you • (often- for) He"s ani~ CU>I always 
N!fidy co go the I?:Xtra mile/or his friends. 

ext.racurricular 
extracurricular activi-ty humorous 

sexual a(.'ti\'it); espacially when it Is 
secret 1!::> Exiracurricular activities can 
also mean tb.inJ;:s that you do which 
are not part of your school or college 
course. • You're looking very tlrtd tltese 
dq)IS, ROIL Been indulging in too much 
extracurricular activity? 

eye 
An eye for an eye {and a tooth for a 

tooth). 
somcthlng that you say wblch mcruJS if 
somoone does something wror~g. they 
should be punished by ha\·lng the same 
thing done tc them lb This phrase comes 
from the Bible. • U }'OU murcW' scnworw 
:roudesen•e to die. An eye for an ~·e. 

be In the eye of the storm 
to be very much involved in an argument 
or problem that affects a lot cf pooplc 
• lntentaJloJUJI aid agencies u~ in the 
eye of tlu! storm when war broke out in tire 
t:QUntT>! 

cast/run your/an eye over sth 
to look at somcthm& quickly without 
looltin~t at the details • n~uld you mind 
c:as1ing an e~ over my essay and glr;i.ng 
me}-our commenlS? 

catm sh's eye 
1 robe norice<l by sonteone b~ause you are 

looking at them • She liJ a dgarrttte while 
he t1itui to catch till! waiter's e)'e. 

2 co be attractive or different m1ough to be 
noticed by pcoJ)l~ • 1'hen!. were lots ol 
dresstS to cJroos.e from. bw rnme of the.~r1 
roolly caugllt my 'I)-e. 
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eye-catching • Thm ts an~ 
mural in the hall. 

get your eye in Rritish & Australian 
to berome very good at a sport or other 
activity by practising it • It'll take me a 
while to get nu• e)'e in. I haven't plczyedfor 
ji{!(JT'$. 

keep your eye In BritJ.;h & Australian 
• Itrywplayreguiarlytoheep myey11 in. 

give )'OUr eye teeth for sth Wormal 
gtvo !.•ouroyo tooth to do sth lnformal 

if )'ou would gi\·c :,"Our eye teeth for 
somcthJ.ng. you would very much. like to 
have or be that tblng • I'd give my eye 
mth for a house like that. • Most women 
would give their ey-e teeth to be toll ond 
thin fikeyou. 

have your eye on sth 
to have seen something that )'OU want 
and ll~atyou Intend togel • l'l;oegotmye)oe 
on a rtal(y n~ SQfa - 1 just /tope we can 
aj[c.rd tt. 

have an eye for sth 
to be gOOd at noticing a particular type of 
thing • She has an ey-e tor detail. • Be 
had an e)oe/or tJw unt~unl and tM exotic 
which made him a VClY good shopping 
companron. 

have an eye forton the main chance 
British &Australian 
if someone has an eye for the ntain 
chance, the}' arc always looking fol' 
oppornulitics to ruake money .and to 
Improve their situation • She was 
someone u:ho had an eye on the main 
cJuJnce and who never missed an 
opportWifzy toexplcil others. 

keep :your eye on the ball 
to give your attention to what you are 
doins all the ti'me • l'Ou l:tJuo: il:> keep your 

e)l4' on the ball in busims5. 
OPPOSITE take your eye off m. ball • U 
JlO/J ·rea manaP.er. you can't llffonf to roke 
yow~off tl~eballtoronemtnwe. 

-.~~ ... ah!Sb 
to warth or look after IOUIIDthinJr or 
10meone • O:>ultl )IIW IWtlp an e,e on w 
IJa/qjbriMO ll/ldt.1• fklipr ,.Y~OIIh/m 
oUlltl tlmlos lftll$lll'l he U!Q&obour to® 
sonulhlnl stupid. 

k .. p AI\ ttY" aut fr.r 1\h/sth 

to watch carefullY rot· someone or 
somethlJ18 toapJ)Car • Kffpane~outfor 
signpost.s[or Yosemite. 

look sb In the eye/eyos 
to look ~tly at someone without fear 
o1· shame • Look me In the E:>'ts and tell me 
tile uurh. • I ftlt so tmbarrassed- I jusl 
ctmidn't look hfm in the e)<e. ----.. .,.-.,. 
if two peoplt act • to eyv. theJ .. 
wttb each other• (nf\eh nellllNe: often + 
wltb) ,_~ctWfora bult:l/i!r ,_.,se ~ 
dtlan't - Qe fa e)W with , IJftl) 

martl1.liK • (Gften + on) • ..,.,..to_,on 
malt lmporllln1 t,$rst£ 

There ls more to sthlsb than meets the 
eye. 
something that ycu say when you think 
that someehing or someone is less simple 
than they seem to bt at first • TI~Utt'S 
17101-e to this tllan lll«<S the eye. J susptet 
Tom's not telling tM trflth. • Tlwre must 
be more to h1in than meets the IJ>~. or else 
t/Jhy would size be inruested in him! 

w ith an eye to sth 
if you do something with an eye to 
w.mething el5e, you do it for that reason 
• With an Et>'e to the upcominu election the 
Pre$Uknt has llired a ~w speechwruer. 
• A lOl of coscume drama Is produced wtth 
an f!J-'1! to American saks. 

eyeball 
eyeball to eyeball 

1f you arc eyeball to eyeball with an 
enemy or someone that )'Ou are arguing 
with, you deal with them in a dlt'ect way 
• Troop$ en the ground are Jikely to 
remain e;r"Cball to e,-ebaUfor a wh lie ,et. 
ayillb.all-t~yeball • (always before 
noun) Th2 public 1.0011ts tv see an eycbatl­
t(H!}'i!ball confrontation bett4-em the two 
party leczders. 

eyebrows 
raise (a few) eyebrows 

to shock or surprise people • Anna's 
mlntsl!lrt rotsed e.ltebrows at tire board 
memng. • The pwyer "s huge trafl:i{er lee 
raised a few e)'€brou;s in the footbaU 
world. 
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raised eyebrows • Then u'I!T't roi~ 
~'tbrottJs and roughs Q{ disapprm'Ol 
when tM sproker Ul17ltd up dronk /or the 
[tc1lln. 

eyeful 
~t 1n eyeful ir!/()rTJI(J/ 

to clearlY see someone or something that 
Js 'l;urprislng • Ed got on <>'e/Ul on tl1e 
beac/1 whm a woman U>ol\ 1wr top o.ff 
right In front of him. • (often an order) 
(At an eyqul of thi.'E! (= I.ook at this) 1 
1Nt J.'OU'L'i ~ Sl?e1l $0 much tnOII()' fn 
ON pia« Wort. 

eyes 
sb's eyes aro bigger than thetr 

beUylrtomach hlll1U)rous 
somethlna that you say when someone 
has taken more food than tbey can eat • I 
can't finish this piece of cake. I'm afraid 
my eyes u.oue big£er tl1an tn)' stomach a.s 
usual. 

sb's eyes are out on stalks lll{ornuzl 
sb's eyes are popping out of their head 

lnformol 
If aomeone·a l!}'f!S are out on stalk..c:, they 
IU'e looking at someone or something ln a 
way that shows that tlley think tM1 
porson or thing is extremely surprising 
or attcactlw I!:> ln funny clrawme.'l. 
people and animals are often drawn with 
their eyes ooming out of their head to 
show that they !lie very surpdsed. • You 
should lwueseen Pete whm 8« turrt«Jup 
In llflr slwrt skirt. His e;oes IDI!re uu: on 
stalks. 

all eyes are on sb/sth 
if 11lleye.s are on someone or something. 
I!\'I!I'}'Onl! is watching that person or 
thing and waiting to see what will 
hawcn • AU ~ an on tM Prime 
MmlsJer to~ how he will respond to tM 
chalungc tc his leadership. 

be al l eyes 
to watch something or someone with a lot 
of Interest • We were all tJ-"eS as the prince 
and p~ emerged/rom tile paJace. 

~n·t talcelkMp yow· eyes off sblstJ1 
if you can't ta1<e your eyes off someone 
or something, you are unable to stop 
looking at them because they are so 

attractive <Jr mtenstlne • I thought tut 
cca.s so beautiful- I oouldn 't We my eyes 
QjJ him. • I couldn't k«P my Q'tS QjJ hu 
amtnbtg hairdo. 

Close your eyes and think of England. 
mainly British, huml)rou.s 
if you close }"0\tr eyes and think ~ 
England when you ha\'c sa \\ith 
s11meone, )'OU do not enjoy It, but rlo It 
because you think you should • Jrtst. clcsc 
your (>}~ and think of England. llt'll 
neL'U notice. 

doselshut }'Our eyes to sth 
to pretend that something bad docs not 
exist because )·ou do not want to deal 
with it • She was ~~~~ with him and 
dos«< her e.J-"eS tc his character dtifects. 
• M>u can't just shut your o-es tc :>'our 
probumsondlwP'J that they'll so ou;a>! 
Offi)SITI! open your eyos to sth • He's 
/lnal/y open«! hts eyes to wllat ha.s been 
going on beht11d hi$ bock. 

sb could do sth with their eyes 
dOM<IIshut 
1f someone could do something with 
thcire>'csshut. they can do It veryeasib: 
usual.l,y bccau.se lhey h~ done It so 
tnBn)' times before • l'uedrivm along this 
rrxM so often. I OOtJid tU1 tt with my eyes 
$/ltll. 

a~~ u tt aa • ._. )'OUr.,.. 
lf you say that )'OU couldn't bellitw :JIOlll' 
tl)'ft; Ylflen ~1111W IIOIDetJt..,._ Y\JU mean 
lhat Y<lU were \'CI'Y 8\111lrised b1 u • She 
couldn'tiJelieiM,.qauNnw.awhbn 
drive up in hJs JNW co~: • I CDIIId hcrrJb 
~ IIU' ryes. f'lro"d madtt SO qaQit)' I 
~ It I«JJc'ffl Ulct b tJOtnp'*fy 
dU/W.nlh ... 

cry )'OUT eyes out irjformal 
to cry a lot and for a long time • I cried my 
t)'eSou.t when tn)'c:at died. 

feast )"'ur eyes on sth 
to look at something with a lot of 
pleasure • Just Joost .>'OW e}'e.S 011 tJUs 
fabulous patnring. 

h11ve eyes In the b11ck of your head 
informal 
to know everything that is happening 
around YOU • Parents 0/ .>'011118 children 
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hat't.! ro have ews in the back Qf thl!lr 
heads. 

have eyes l ike a hawtc 
1f SOm4.'Qn<! has eyes like a h~wk, they 
notice everything • The superviscr /los 
e>v.s Jtk.c a hawk, so be car(f/itl she doesn't 
catch you oortng at }'<>Ur desk. 

hit sb (right) between the eyes in/Q1771Dl 
lf som4.>thlng hit.-; someone between the 
eyes, it ~'hocks them • I romember t.A'hen I 
TPOd that artich!. lt hit me right betuwn 
tlffle)'eS. 

In sb's eyes 
In someone's opinion • And oltlwugh shf' 
uus probably just on OTdinary·looA·ln8 
kid, in my e}'U she u:as the most beauti/ltl 
child in the world. 

keep y·our eyes peeledlslclnned Wormal 
to watch very carefully for something 
• (of\en - fur) Keep your eyes p~ltdfor a 
signposl. 

laytset eyes on s b/sth British, Amcican 
& AuStralian 

clap eyes on sb/sth British & Australian 
to see someone or something for U1.e first 
lime • I't-.e loved him et•e:r since 1/l:rst set 
e.>~ on htm. • 1 wish I'd ntverclapp;tdeJ;oe:s 
on IJr(lt money. 

make eytlt at ~:b 

to look at someone ln a WI'I-Y that shows 
them that you think they aro sexually 
attractl\-c • (usually in continuous 
tenses} Sally spent thf' who41 euenlna 
maliing e}-es at Stephen. 

only have eyes for sb ...,. 
to be interested in or attracted to only 
one person • ~u·~.-e no nm to bejetJious. 
I only haveeyestor )IOU. 

open sb's eyes to sttl 
to make someone understand something 
for the first time and know how difficult 
or unpleasant it is • Hat'inR cllil dreJI Q{ 
my own oPeiW:i my eyes ro tlw hLII'f I had 
rousf'd nzy parnllS, 
an .,.. ~a t'Xpt!liOD:e 

1 that you learn ~thine new tn'Jfll 
• Living Izt an lndltm tillnge'u'a.1 a lfOl 
C)'t-O/Iflll6 jbr aU tQ us. 

with your eyes ope.1 
knowing sbout aJ I the problems tllere 
could be with somethinG that you want to 
do • "You wanz ro get married? But >'ou're 
only 18!' 'I'm doinR this Willi mye~s ope71, 
so don't worry about me.' • It wa.s d(JJlcult 
to suCCI!<!(/ in the acting prQj'essit>n but 1 
wmt tnlO II With 111)'f!}Y!SOJXITL 
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face 
tb's face doem't f"lt 

if someonc·s face doesn't fit, the1r 
appe8T'ance or pel"SQOI!llty are not 
suitable for a panicular job or acti\o'ity 
• He'd a/!l)(zyS wonltd II) Sfllr in acdl)n 
mwles but hls{acejust dldn'tflt. 

sb's face is a picture 
1f somoonc's faoc Is a picture. their face 
shows that they are ''el'Y SUlllt"ISCd or 
angry • Her face U.'aS a picture when JIJ)ld 
hertheneu;s. 

hlcetot.. 
if two people meet or talk face to race, 
tooy meet or lalk when they aro both 
togcthe1· m 1M satne plate • I'd fJTI!/tr to 
sort thls prob/ul Dul,/oo! to /oo! rot.lwr 
than otiS' the~- • SM'$ b«n wm~ 
ro hC'T coustn in AuwuliCl for yeon but 
they'vt net~· met .face (I)/act. 
,_ • ......_. • (always bctotc noun} He~ 
rr/USfd a f«»to-{o.ce lntuvkl& bl/1 ~s 
ugned toMSll~rourqlW.Silons In o le/.ter: 

a face as long as a wet week Australian, 
in/omwl 
a very sad expression • {not used with 
tile)As soon as 1 sow her l knew U was bad 
news. She had afaceaslongasa wet rood>. 

be In YOlU' face ~'\TMrlcan. inforrtl(l / 
if someone is in rom· face. they criticize 
you all the ti:uHl • on~ of th~ malUigers ts 
atu.'a)'S ill my face. 

be in your face informal 
to be shocking or annoying In a way that 
ls difficult to lgnOl-e • lt'$ pop music tllat 'S 
sexy, cclowjul and tnyour face. 
In-your-face • (always before noun) We 
ron a11 in-your-/ace poster campaign to 
promou the mQKaziiUJ. 

blow up/explode in sb's face 
if a plan ()!" situaticn blows up in your 
r~. it bas a bad cl!ect on }'Ott instead of 

the result you e.\-pccted • The 
gotvtrnmtmt 's auempts at rqorm hall€ 
blown up in ltsface. wilh demonstrations 
taking place allote.r the COUJiti'JI. 

come face to face with sb 
tv suddenly meet someone by chance • As 
I was going into the restaurant, r came 
faa II) face willl my e."(· husband who was 
Just toovtng. 

come face to fa<~ w ith sth 
to sec or e~:pcricncc a problem fot· the 
first limo • lt was only qfte.r 1 started 
warl<ing for tile charity thaJ I came {ace to 
/bet with pot'erty. 

bring sb face to face with stb • They 
were brouahlfoce to/~ wit I! tlreJaa duxt 
their son was a drug odtlkt when he took 
an owrdo.~e. 

d isappear/vanish off ttle face of the 
earth British. Amuic~m & Australian 

fall off the face of the earth Amerlcrm 
to disappear rompiMcly • We lost ron tact 
wilh f:.d after hi! left college - he jJ.J$t 
d'ISOPP«lrod off t lretaceof the ecnh. 

fly in the face of sth slightly formal Y 
to be the opposite of v;hat is usual or 
accepted • These rerommt!Tldations fly in 
tile f~ Q/' prwwus advia on Silfe limits 
for alcohol ronsumpt/On. 

G.et out of my face! voy irifo,..mal X: 
something that }'OU l>lly in order to tell 
someone to stop annoying you • Just gel 
ClJtC/ ITI>'faauuuf leac.oeTTU!alone! 

laugh in sb's face 
to show someone that you do not respect 
them and do not think their idesls a111 

impocllant • He asked them to put out their 
cigarertcs but rhey Just laughed in his/are 

look :;b in the face 
to look directJJ• at someone without rear 
or ShamO • 1 don't knOlu how you can lock 
your sister in tM fa« qfter whtu you·w 
done. 

molrGipull • t.ce 
ro Show th81 you do not like Mcuelhing or 
someone by making an unpleas~~nt 

expt't!SsiOn • '1 hDte Pf!PIJtTOIII pizza! lu · 
sald,makinRaJaoe. 

on the face of it 
somerhing that you say when you are 
descl'ibi.ng the way a fact or situation 



seems in 01-der to show t hat you think It 
may really be complete})· ~rent • On 
the fb.ce C/ ll, the trip ~ quite cheap, 
but then could be exrro expens~ we dcn'r. 
know abcut)'f!t. 

$et your f~e ~~galnst sth/doing sth 
formal 
to be determined not to do sotnolhl.ng 
• Despite fierce CQtnpetilton from rlt'lll 
rompanits. they't.-e set their face against 
price cut.~. 

show your face 
if yoU show your face 1n a pia<:@, )'01.1 go 
there,. even wh~ }'t>U feel embarras.<:ed. 
about S<lmething tltat you have doue 
• (always+ advl prep)l dcn'tkncw how he 
dares show his face ln this pUb after how 
he behoved the other night! • lf he ever 
shows his face in this town again, ru get 
the police. 

stuff yow- face very fnf017TI(Il 
to eat a lot of food • (usually in 
contlnuous t~s) We'V;! been SllJ!fing 
our faces with Susannah's delirious 
clwco/cterokc. 

tal«! stl\ at face value )< 
to accept something because of the way it 
fiQ'.t look.q or seems. without thinking 
about what else it could mean ~ The 
fa<:c value of a note or a coin ls the 
numbea· written on IL • {of\al negatb'e) 
TMse ~ults shculd not be takm at face 
t'lll~ - carrful CJ!Ullysis ts required ro 
assess their /WI unpllcalhms. 

throw sth bKk In sb's face 
to muse to accept someone's advice or 
help in an angry or unpleasant way 
• Each time 1 make a s~$i.r.m she Just 
throu:s 1£ back In my face and. seysl don't 
understand. 

to sb's face 
1f you say S<lmcthirul unpleasant to 
somoone's fuoo, you say It to lhcm 
dire<.-tl)•, without worrying whether the>· 
""ill be upset or angry • Everyone rejen; to 
llim os 'Junicr' but nn o/Ul u-YJufd dan call 
llim lhat to hlsfacf!. 

wtt.t's his/her face informal 
a waY of talking about some<>ne whose 
name you have forgotten • Hat>e .YOU seen 

the fi.I!W Bond film with Pierce Brosnan 
and whilt's flU facr. tl1atmodef! 

lose face 
to do somethinG which makes other 
people stop t't'.SP«Iing you • He refUsed to 
admithemadea mi$takebccal~h.edi4n't 

want to lose/ace. 

save face )( 
to do som~lng so that people will 
continue to respect you • Art. the 
mlntst~ invoi!Jf.'d mere fnter'e$ted in 
sa~>'irlsfa« than celltnR the ttuth? 
face-HVIng • (always bd'ore noun) The:y 
denied that the tfec!ston to sack the 
dln!ctor was simply a face-saving exercise. 

faces 
make (funny) faces 

to make sllly cxpcessions with your face 
1n order to make people laugh • (usuaUy 
in continuous tenses) Karl u:as makl11g 
faet!S at me across the library and. I 
oouldn't$opgiggling.. 

fact 
a fact of lit. Y 

an unple.·'lsam fact or situation which 
people accept because the)' cannot 
change rt • (not used with the) She grew 
up in Ncrthern Ireland during lhe 1970.S 
when t;iolence had become a/oct of lt/1!. 

factory 
factOJY fanning 

a system for producing eggs. meat. and 
milk quick})· and cheaply by keoplne 
animals in small closed areas and g.lvlng 
lllem food which makes them grow 
quickly • They've launched a compaicn 
against tJteab~ Q/ factory fanning. 
a hctory fann • The use Q{ an.rtbict.ics in 
some factory farms has been linked ro tht! 

nxent increase in food poisoning. 
factory-fanned mainlY British 
factory fann Amerlcan • .Hzdory-jarmed 
chickens cofltafn a lot Qf tot because 
they're kept indoors and don't get any 
cxerdse. 

on the factory floor 
1 1f someone works on the fact<lry floor. 

they 8J1! one of the ordinary poopl~ who 
w011< in a factory • He spenJjlt'(! }"eaTS on 



tlwfactcn floor Wore being promoted to 
supert:lsor. 
the factoty floor • She's worked her U'<Q' 

UP from tlu:factcry floor to a top job in the 
union. 

2 in the part of a factory wh£rc goods aN 

(lro(tuced • The problem lMS only 
discooered wlu:n the $YSitm was usted on 
thtftsdNy j1oor: 
the factory floor • The new cnmJ)IJUT 
~·stem ensures that orr/en reach tile 
ftxtOI")•jlcor in less than 24 hours.. 

facts 
the t.cts of m. 

if' roo tcll somoone. aspco:W)y a dd1d. 
the caps oc uro. )'C!U t.e11 tbem about-. 
and how babies lld'e born • PoiWIJ$ an 
rdlm ~mbarrtz$$«1 aliOUr le/llftll thdr 
dllldrenlh«.b:tuf-. 

fag 
a tag hag tlel)l iriformal 

an bnpoUtc way of reforrlng to a woman 
with a lot of male &lends who are 
homosexual (= ~xually attracted to 
other men) ~ 'Fag' is an offensive word 
for a oomosexual man. and 'hag' Is an 
offensive \\Ord for an old woman. • Ha~N 
>•ou bftn out clubblfl8 wllh Mark and Jim 
fJ8a1n? You'n turni!J8 lntoortolfCl/: hag! 

fag-end 
the fag-end of !'th Rriti.sh & Australian, 

Uiformol 
the lase PN"t or a period or ~.~.me. usu3lly 
the least lntcrestlng or least excihn& part 
• U~ wtnl auey at tMfag~nd of summu 
u:hen oll the ships and resttlUIWit$ were 
starting to close. 

fail 
without fail 
1 if Mlmething hap!'f'ns without fail. it 

always hoppen.'l • !Wu)• ~ay 
qflunuon, wlthiJutfail. Helga ~tto llisJJ 
lz~r farht'.r: 

2 somethi.ng that you say 111 order to 
etnl>hasi~ that somcehlu8 wW llc done or 
will happen • 'You will rn.t.et rr-41 at the 
airport, u.V>n'l you?' 'l}()n't worry, I 'll be 
lllert without fall.' 
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faint 
damn sblsth with faint praise 

to praJse something or someoue in such a 
weak way that it Is obvious you do not 
reaJJy admire them • SM dDmnt.d 
Reynolds wllh faint praltt, rolling h1m 
one of the be$1 Imitators in the I&Orld. 

faintest 
DDC ..... .thefall*lt cw-1 

10 1-.. DO knOwllidll of ,. no 
idu:nudfc!n alloat ....... . "DD:JIIIII 
biOal rdterr •1MD vr 'I __.., ,.. 
,J'tJil#at • • CCiftca ~ quesUoa WOI'tl) I 
1/oWJt'r 11w ,lill!l'r r ldaJ ..,_ ~ 
lal1dlv abiJtd. 

faint-hearted 
not be for the faint~arted 

if something lc; not fnr the famt·hearted, 
lt is not suitable for J)eOJ)!e who become 
frightened eASily • The drive aJcng the 
winding coast road is not for the faint· 
!warted, particularly wl1en lt'sfogg)\ 

fair 
fair and squa,. 
1 in an honest way and vlithout any doubt 
• "~won tile matt:hfairand square. 

2 If )IOU hit someone fatr Rnd squRre on a 
partlcular part of their bod34 you hit 
them hard exactly on that part • She hit 
mefa~randsquareonthci'IO$C. 

fair dinkum Australian, iriformal 
true or oonest • I did11't btUe.ve her at flrst 
but she swort the story was/au dinJwm. 
• lie's o fair dlnkum sort O/ guy - he 
wouldn't lie to you. 

Fair dos British, Wormcl 
somethi.ni: that you S1lY ln order to tell 
someone that you think somothlns is fair 
• Jo'afr do's. Josh. You'w been on the 
rompuler for hours - Jet ,our si.~ter usr• it 
forowhJis.' 

falr~nough 

something that you stzy in onler to show 
tlult you understand wh.Y someone has 
said or done something • 7 don't/~1 W;e 
going out tor1i!lhL - l 't-e got a bit of a 
lwuiac/1e.. ' 'f'alr enough. • • Having health 
warmngs on ciga~ pat:Uts is fair 



enoURh but I do tllink alcohol sl10uld 
arm• warnings too. 

fairplay 

1 if there is fair play in a game or 
competition, S)COI)le obey the rules and do 
not cheat • The 1-\brld Cup organizers are 
keen to promote the idea of fair play. 

2 a wa..v of treating people that 1s fair and 
equal • Min Wen; are demmrdirlg/air play 
a11d more access to Europron mark£ts for 
British companies. • 1'he CfJmmiUee's 
<Uciswn Q/fcnded her sense 0/ f a ir play. 
(= she believed their decision was not 
fair) 

fair to m iddling lfl/brrnal 
neither very good nor \'ery bad • 'What:~ 
your Frnldr like!' 'Oh.fair to middling. · 

a fair shake /lmr>riran, info, mat 
a wa,y or treatillB S<lmeone that is fair 
• Tlu:y want a taw:p?r wltO wW ma~ .sun~ 
thcysct a fair sh.aJa: in tile courts. 

All's fair In lov• and war. 
something that you say wbicb means 
~1\aviour u~ is unpl~~ilnt or nO( fair 
1s ac:ceptabJe dur.lng an argum~nt or 
competition • IVe wuen't cheating, roe 
u.oere just playing ro roin. An>·~: all's 
fair in love and uw: 

be fOJir game 'r 
tQ he l!aSY to cr1Ucl2e. or to dcscn·c 
criticism • MI.!ITibers of the Royal family 
are considered fair game byjournalWs. 

by f11ir m.ans or foul 
if you try to acllicve somctllJ.n.g bY fal.r 
means or IOul ~'OU use any method you 
can to achieve it, even if it 1s not honest 
or fair • He was dctwmined to berome 
scualor, b)' ftrir mellllS or foul. 

Fair':J fair. Wormul 
something that yO\\ say in order to teD 
someone that a particular type of 
behaviour is fair • Fair'S fair; Chr4. You 
chose whoe to ear last time soil's m:>• tum 
tlU$ti.mc. 

tho fairHalror sex old{ashioned 
women £::. Some women think this 
phrase is offensive. • .'lzy faJlu!r ltaiA!d the 
idea of me joining tfte antUt He alr.cays 
said it wasn't a suitobfeoccupotwnfor the 

/airsc.x. 

g ive Sb a fair criKk of the whip British & 
Australian, irifo, mal 
to give someone 8ll opportunity to do 
something • Will you make sure all the 
~hersa,..,ciurm a fairr:ra.<;k !Jf the whip 

in the rltbate? 
gotlhavo a fa.ir crack of ttle whip 
• We'lf talre turns to host the roriference. 
That way we'll all get a fair crack of tM 
whip. 

have had more than your falr shan of 
sth • 
to have had more of something 
unpleasant than Other people when you 
do not dese!"e it • Jane's had more than 
lwr /air sllare Q/ bad luck recemb: wl!at 
with losi11g her }Ob andl¢rlng di!Xlrt'ed. 

It's a fair cop. brulsh & Austrotlan, very 
informal 
something that you say in order to admit 
that someone has caught you llomg 
something wrong • IJ ~ a fair cap. I wos 
driDi ng I.L.OU)' too .fasL 

with your own fair hands humorous 
If you do sonwthing with your own falr 
hands, you do it yourself without any 
belp • 'D/.d JOU buy this cak£?" 'No. I made 
it with m)•IJUJnfair hands.· 

fairer 
1/You can' t say fairer than that. Brilfsh & 

Auffralian. informal 
something that )'ou say in order to tell 
someone that an or:rcr Y<JU have made is 
ta~r and that )'OU UUl\k they slto\ll<l 
accept it • I'll UXJSh the dishes(/ you oook 
dinner. You c:art"t say fairer than that. can 
)0011? 

fair-weather 
a fair-wo11ther friend 

someone who is only your friend when 
you arc happy and sucC<'ssful • I had a lot 
of mo~· and I kMw a lot of pt,Oplc, but 
most of tllem tu11led ollt to bt/air-weatlur 
friends. 

fairy 
a fairy godmoth~r 

someone who helps you sol\te your 
problem&. u.swill,y by stvl.l\i you money 
/!:.!In ch11dren's stories, a fairy 



~odmother \s a woman wltl:l magic 
powers who helps scmeon" who is in 
trouble. • A /()C(Il oornpany acud as fairy 
go<lmotller to the tl~ by Shltng a £1. 
mitllon.donaticn. 

fait accompli 
a fait accompli 

a de<:ision or action which has already 
been made or done and which cannot be 
cltall.8"ed • Tile sUdden rJumcc irz palicy 
was prt!Seltted to tlu! party as a /ail 
acrompli, u:iJ1wut om• et>JtSultaticn. 

faith 
in good f01lth 

1f you act \n good faith, you believe that 
what you at-e doing ls right and legal 
• Hisdf./enccwas that hehadaciJ!dlngood 
faith. He did Tl()t lw>w when he bought the 
tJJr thaJ It hLJd Mll stclen. 
OPPOsm; in bad faith if you do somethlng 
in bad faith, you know tha t it i1: not 
honost or legal • The coort ruled thl)t the 
sellf!rs Jwdactl'd tn Jxul/allh. 

Faith is used in the followjng phrd.'ieS 
connected With support for m1 idc.'l. or 
person. 

break faith with $th!Sb/crmal 
to stop supporting an Idea or person. 
ESPeclsliY by not doing what you 
promised lo do • She daims thal the 
80t<ert1Jtll!lll has broA1m faith with 
teawrs by JazllnR t.o git'e culdisional 
funds to education. 

keep faith with sthl!:bjimnal 
to continue to suppOrt an idea or person, 
especially by doing what you promised to 
do • Has the company kq~tfalth with Its 
promise to im:est in tr-aining? 

fall 
fall over yourself to do sth British 

American & Austral tau 
fall all over yourself to dosth American 

to be very eager to clo something 
• (usually in continuous tenses) They 
we.refalling cP.:erthemse/ves to be helpfttl. 

a tall guy mainly .4mertcaJ~.Informal 
somtNJoo who is blamed for another 
person's miswke or crime • The book 
claims Lee Han'e;}' Osl«<Jd didn't kill 
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President Kenmdy - he was jusz tfw fall 
CUJl 

be heading/riding for a fall 
be hNded for a fall 

lo be behavin,g in a way t.bat is likelv tc 
cause problems for you • Grep,'s rtdinRfDr 
a fall - he gets to work /at£ and S!>fnds 
hours tal kine to II is friends on tlu!phcne. 

take-the fall for sb/sth mainly American, 
irl[ormal 
to accept lh0 blame for something bad or 
not lem that another person has done 
• Bob'lltake thc/allfor the directcr - he'd 
dO lmything tc sat>e his boss. 

fallen 

Fallen ls used In the following phrases 
connected with someone who has lost 
the good oplnlon that people had about 
them. 

a fallen angel 
a compan~· or sports team that was 
succes:~fu) in the past but is not 
succe-."Sful now • (usually plural) !Nrby 
County were this ~~ fallen angels, 
beln$ unt Into the Second Dwisicm a/tcT 
losing all the(]· matches. 

a fallen Idol 
a IK!~on who wa."> admired in the past but 
who is not admired any more • Highly 
respected during his lifetime, he became a 
fallen idol after his death wlwn his 
research was found to befttll qf errors. 

a fallen woman old-foshiont!!l 
a WOitulll who 1s not respected any more 
because she had sex without bcln(! 
married • Many /allen women were forced 
to work a..~ prostitutes. s.ome were sims 
O(CC\Y in usylums.. 

false 
a false alarm 

a situation when you think that 
something bad or dancerous is goinc to 
happen but you disco-.,·er you V>'ere wmng 
• SonU?Olle oolU!d to sa)' there«~ a bomb 
Inside the building. but it tumtd out tc IN 
a false alarm. 

a false dawn 
soonething which seems to show that a 
successful period is beginning or that a 



situation is iml>t-oving when it is not 
&:; False dawn 1s the light whlch appears 
in the sky just before the sun rises in the 
morn i.ng. • His victoo• in the French OJW.n 
proJ..w to be a false dawn after he/ailed to 
min anotller title/or rhemxtftveyears. 

a false economy 
something that you thin!< will sav~ you 
money but whlch means you will have to 
spend a lot more money later • She told 
me that buying a choop washir1g machine 
U.'G.S a ftllse ecano~ because It was mere 
likel,y to brl!ak down. 

a false start 
a failed att(lmpt to begin an activity or 
event 1!::! In a race, a false start is when 
one perron starts ooforc tl1c signal has 
b{?en gi\lell • After a false :start whm he 
l i!/l his first fob qfter cnzy a Wl!l!k, he wa.~ 
OJfered S(JfTU! mtJdeUing IL'Ork. 

lull sb into afalse.,..af ~ 
ginsba false sanseCJY~ 

fAJ nuOOI someone 1\!el ..Ua when they 81 

DOC • ~ SU/IItln lotion am lull 
IRQple into a .tala seJISe of $t!Writ)• and 
~ tJwn $Jitlnd ~tmgw in thlswrlhan 
th ·$hDuld. 

sail under false coloUI'S British & 
Australian 

sail under fal.so colors A rrwriaJJl & 
Australian 
to pretend to tx> somet.hln.g that you arc 
n<lt in order to d~iV(I people lb If a 
ship sails under false <XI lours, it uses the 
flag of another country in order to 
dect:!i>-e proplc. • Leu:ls was sailing muter 
faL~e colours - ~ never told her M was a 
joumallst. 

under false pretences 
if you do something undl?r falsa 
pretences. l'QU do it when }'OU have lied 
about who you are or what }'OU are doing 
• Tllc police charged him with obtai11ing 
money wlilcr faL<w pnwu:es. 

familiar 
have a familiar ring (to i~ 

if somethlng has a famlllar ring, ~'00 
believe that you have heard it before • I 
thought that name had a familiar ring. I 
weru roschool withtl!atgtrL 

familiarity 
Familiarity breeds contempt. 

something that you 51zy which means if 
)'OU know someone very well or 
experience something a lot. you stop 
respecting U~om • You tu.-o are going ro 
find it difjlcult JI!Jtng and UXJrktng 
together. Fom iliarity breeds cxmtlmpt, you 
I.-now. 

family 
a family man 

a man who likes to spend a lot of time 
with his wife and children • He was 
known as a dcvcr£d JamiJy1nan wllo was 
c.li:Jse/y tnt-oiL~ lncomm1.mity lift. 

In the family way old.fashlo~ 
pregnant • H<We you heard that Jean'S in 
the family u:ay? 

run in the family 
1f a partJCUlar quaiUy or abllrty runs In 
the famil); a lot of PfOPle in that family 
have it • Athletic ability rWl.S in the 
family: his ji:Jtlwr played basketball in 
cclfege and hiis mother teas a lltah sclwol 
athlet.e. 

famous 
Famous last words. humorous 

something that you say in order to 
emphasize tlult what someone said :is 
wrong o1· is very 11l<d,v to be wrong 
• James assured me It was alwcys sunltY 
in Italy in Jwu. FamDUS last UXJTds.. It 
ra1nRd e.lH!r)' day of our trip. 

fancy 
takeltidtlo sb's fancy infomwl 

If something takes somconc's fancy, they 
suddenly th.lnk it seems interesting 
• She "s get encugh money to bi.Q• u;hat~ller 
takes her fancy. 

fanc:y-pants 
fa&1C}'·parth A771J'ric'on & Australian. 

i.lifomwl 
trying to seem too attracti\'e or too clever 
in a way that is f8lse • (alwass before 
no~m) !IS'~ likEd the restaurant's jead but 
not the.fanC)'-paiiL~ decor. • I don't know 
what she sees in that Jancy·panJs roll~ce 
pr(jfessor Q[ hers. 



far 
far be it from me to do sth 

SQtllethinG that you ~· when you arc 
8JV.Illg advice or crttlcul.ng someone and 
you want to seem polite • For be lf/1'om 
me to tell )'Oll u'haJ II) do, but don't you 
think >'011 should ~Bru! 

Far fromtt. 
solllCllung that you say in order to tall 
someone that somethin&: is not true • ·r 
thought .kf/ spoke /Tumt f'"Nnd!. • 'Far 
from U - a fl 114 con $Q)' l$ "botl}our"!' 

be a far cry from sth 
to bo \'Ory different from something • His 
ntw lu.xury tnon$1011 Is ajar cry from the 
one-b«Jroom cotJcq:e he /i1Jed fn a.s a child.. 

be far and away the 
[bo~gr~ates11Worst etc.) 
to be much better or milch worse or to 
have much more of a particular Quality 
than anyone or anything ell!e • He's far 
and OU'cy the bf.st (UIIIU pfa}'tr rw ct'€1' 

setn. 

Sot. •IIOOCL 
lllll'llethlnll that )'OU Sltl whk:b ....,., IIJl 

IICdvitJ b conhauJIC 8b0ot811ftsll34 
...... U.IJ)' wblft )'IIIII IIIII* eometblac 
JOllY ID wrt1111 • 1'111/f,., rtlfmd ~ t1Jlk1 
IDtn1 ..u. so lor so i:tJIIIL ,.., IN:ICt lltJile 
~~-~~d~~~~ge~~ 

fashion 
a fashion victim humorous 

an impobte Wa)' of referring to someone 
who buys too many fashionable clothes 
• She'sa crxnpldt/ashwn rJictim! Why else 
would she pay £100/or a pair Q/ }tans? 

after a fashion 
1 if )"ou do somethinc after a fash10n. you 

mlll'lllge to do it altho Ill:}! not very \\'1!11 • I 
canpaintQ/rua/asllicn. but I'm certainly 
JU)tasgood a.syou. 

2 almost. but not complotoly • ~ vegtlarlan 
did is muciiiii!.Oith~ · Tllot's uue ofter a 
/0$/1/JJn, although 1 don't believe all meat 
isbadlor>'OU. • 

fast 
fast and furious 

if an activit,y lsfa~;tandfurious. itisdooe 
Quickly and with 8 Jot of energy • T1!e 
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first lralf of the game UXl$/asfandfttrWl.ts 
with both toomssooring thrcegoats«rdl. 

a fast taNcer Amerkan & Australian, 
lriformal 
someone who can talk in a clever way in 
order to pcrsuacio people to do or belieVe 
something. often SOinetlting that as not 
honest or not true • Don't trust him Sol, 
tw·sajast talker l&ho~ alweys out/or his 
Otvn good. 

afasttr~ 

8 very quick \ \'BY of achie\ing sQfnething 
or dealing with sometbi.nl; • (often + to) 
Manogemellttrainfngqffersafmttracktl) 
the tl)p of tiU!. com pan}! • T1!e got.'t:rnmenJ 
ha.s amwunced that the nforms will be 
put on th.cfa.st track. <= dealt with very 
quickl,y) 
fast•tradt • (always before noun) Wt are 
Introducing a fast-trock procedure j'or 
dMIIng u;ith appllcatiOTI$. 

play fast and loose with st iVsb 
to treflt something or someone without 
enough care • Llkt many fUm-makers. he 
plays fasJ and Joou with rhe fads to UJJ 
his Olun r;usifJn 0/ the stor.>: 

pull a fast one 111{0rmal ><.. 
1.0 SU(:cessfully deceive someone • (often 
+ on) r paid him for six bottles of 
champagne, but he p ulled o fast one on me 
and gave me sL't bolt~ Q{ d~eap wi11e. 

fat 
Fat chancel irtformal 

somethi ng that you ~ which means 
something is not very likely to havven 
• '~YXl tllillk yolU Dad'U d.rh..-e us to t~ 
disco?' 'Fal. dlOilct!' 

a fa~ cat in/wmal , 
an impolite \\'83'' of referring to 60meone 
who is vet}' r iel\ and 1:)01\'erful • He'sit4Sl 
a1lC1her fat rot - a corporate ().-coon from 
l3osJon. 
fat<at trifonnal • (always before nOW'I) 
There's a tol r:f nsmtmenl agaiMt /bk:DI 
lactl)'ers wllo've modi JuJge amounts from 
the case. 

a fat lot of good/use lnformal 
not helpful or useful • She can't lift 
an)'Ching hmv,y. so she's a fat lot 0/ WI!! 
• 'I'm going II) tell llim e:wctly what I 



think qf hlm.' !4.fat lol qf good that'll do 
}'CUI' 

the fa t Is in the f ire old.faMiio!Ud 
something that you say wluch means 
there will soon be problems because or 
somethln& that ha... happened • ~tSie 
knows you 'w b«n ueurg hD bc).frW!d,lO 
the/at's UJ lhf/ire. 

H's Mt over until the fat lady sings. 
irt{ormDI 

something th:lt )'OU say \\hem someone Is 
losm.a a .:arne or competition bot you 
think there is still a chance lhcy might 

wtn • 7bn:Y~ onl)' two I«Jntn bthtnd. And 
O$l/tt)l S<U\ II'S not ot..zr until tlulfOl ~· 

sings 

l ive o ff the fat of the land 
to lul\•e enough money to li\'t! in a \'ef'Y 
comfortable way without having lo do 
wuch wurk • Tt~:s harN chcmgf!d ftlr the 
upper cla.s...~es. maey of whcm are no 
lcnger af)IUo liiJeQjf the/at qf tJw l4nd. 

fate 
be a fate worse than cte.rth humorous 

to be the worst thing that can happen to 
you • Whwyou'n 16, an tDellillcat home 
wuh }'OUr pa!'CIIt$ is a /au ~ thon 
dtalll. 

seal sb's fate 
if an event seals sorneone·s fate. they are 
certain to fail or to have an unpleasant 
experieooe in tbe future • Hi.s father's 
lllnt.ss sool«<lli.s fate - Sam cave up hts 
Jwpes of a coflelle educat w11 and SUJytd 
llome torunthefumizybusill£$$. 

fatted 
kill the fatted calf 

to celebrate 1n order to welcome a friend 
or relative that }'OU have not seen for a 
long time b This phrase comes from a 
story 1n the Dible when a f11ther killed a 
young cow 1n order to celebrate the 
return of his son who he thought was 
dead. • Annie'scomihg home. let'$ kill th.l 
fatted calf! 

fault 
to a fault 

If someone is generous or hM another 
good quality to a fault. they are ~ry 

generous or have more of that cood 
qualtty than o ther people • Nli/el was 
generous to a taulr, takln8 me out to 
dinner ond buying me flowen and 
chocolates. 

faux pas 
a faux pas 

an en~mistrute made in publM: 
• I reallud I'd mad~ o real faux pos by 
lilting my soup u;lth mydf.ssert spoon. 

favour 

Do~ 01 t.JvCXJrl BrltisJJ &AII$lralian, 
irrj'ormul -
something that you S8Y in crder to tell 
someone thar what they havo just said is 
srupid • 'Why ®n't you, go OW with 
Brian?' 'Oh. do me afm.X>ur! He's almost 
50. and ht>still lirJt>S 11./ith his mother'' 

In the following phrases, favor is 
1M American spell1ng of favour. 
Austr8l.ians use boll\ spellings. 

curry favour 
to try to make someone like yOU or 
support }'OU by doing things to please 
them • (usually -t- with) 1'hs J:Otll'171tnent 
has promisaf lower taxes in an aliunpt to 
aJJT)'/cnxJUTwifh the~ 

do yourself a favour X 
5tlnlcth1ng that you ~ when you are 
advising someone to do something wluch 
will ha'-e a good eJl'ect or will g\vt chcm 
an advantage • (often + a nd t do sth) 
YOU're /coking rtoll)' tind. Why don't J'OU 

do~ afa~;-ourand ra~a brcok! 

do me/Us a faVCM~r lnfOnnal 
if YQlt tell60fJl(X)fle to do YQU a favour, you 
are telling them to s too dOinG S(lmethlne 
that i.~ making you angry • (often • and -t­
dosth) \Vhycton•t)'OU do us all afovorand 
lu.>ep ycur opinions to pours;!lf! 

favourite 
a favourite son RrltiMI & Australian 
a favorite son Alllcrlcall & Australian 

a filmous person. especially a pollu clan. 
whn ic supported and pnalcad by pqopto 
in the area they come from • Lt:t mt 
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inrroduet to .)IOU the {aL'Orile son of feathers 
Ru$$cU, Karuas: Rob DolL. the feathers fly American 

favours 
not do sb any favours Brilish. AmBican 

& AUstralllln 
not do sb ;any filvot" Amerlt:Dn 

to do som~thi~~G that is likely to have a 
bad eff~ on you or on another person 
• (often reflexive) You ·n not u.~ll. and 
you're not doing )ICUrseV u~· fovours by 
taklna on e:ara u.YJrA:. • (usually ln 
eonllnuous tenses; often + by + doing 
sth) The sovernment isn't dcing the 
{amflte.s Qf ll1o vrcJlms m;;J'{aoor by hiding 
tlw truth about rulwrnall)• hapJ)l'ned. 

fear 
put the fear of God Into 11b 

to lri!;llten someone very much • \Vhat 
werey<Jll doing up on thll roof? Ynu put iJU! 
{etJrof God lntom11! 

feast 
feast o r famine 

something that you say whiCh mnans that 
you either have too much of something 
or you have too littlE' • It's fiitMr ft10sz or 
famine on television; lost Ull!ek thc'tt u:as 
tlbllllng I wanrtd"' see and thiS week tlruc 
an thru guod/ilms on at thuorM tlmt. 

tt.e ghost/spectre at U,. t.ast Brldlh, 
literary 
somethinG or someone that 6polls your 
cnjoymcut by makuu: )"OU remember 
something unpleasant • Jolin u.-o.s tl!e 
spt!dre al tMfoost. OlWO)'S nmlndlng her 
of her broJ."tn promts11. 

feather 
a foatt.er ln !lb's cap old-fa~luont!d 

something vory ~oc1 tllat someone has 
doue • A ncu tPlP.Vi~um serie!i will IN 
anothu {ootht:r in lli.s cap. 

You could havo lmod<H me down/over 
with a feather! humorous 
sQJTlething that you say ln order to 
emphasize how sw·p1"i6>ed }'QU were when 
something happened • I OltlJ• entered for a 
joke and I won first priu. You cculd haw 
Jmock.M. me crown wtth a/t(Xther. 

if the feathers n~ people rmht or arcue 8 

lot • Tile featllen'll fly V lie finds out 
J.'OU ·ve borrowed h is car. 

ruffle sb's feathers -' 
to make someone annoyed • He UltlSII't 
asked to SJ)eQk al the CtJ11/ert~. and T 
knou; lha!.ru/)lro his/eathos a biL 

federal 
make ;a federal ~ (out) of sth 

American 
to make romethin,g seem more important 
or serious than it really Is • (USually 
negatn•e) He only swon at)'<W- thuft"s no 
need to make aftdmll rose out Qf it! 

feeding 
a feeding frenzy 

a situatiQn whero peoplo try to get as 
much Information as possible about an 
event. or to make as much prQflt as they 
can from it. esneciallY in an U11pleasant 
way lf:J lf hungry animals have a feeding 
frcn.7:>\ they become very excited by the 
smell or food and fight each other to get a 
shaN of lt. • Her sudden tragic ckalh 
sparktd 0/J ofttdl.ng{rera.J!ln flul m€dia. 

It's feeding tlme at tM zoo! lrlliTIOTOWS 
somctblng that you say when a group or 
people are eating together In a way that is 
not contror!Od or organi:l.ed • I .Sl'fl it's 
feeding time at the zoo.. I'd better help 
111,)-sel/ tosomefixxlbefortiJ'sallgone. 

feel 
cop a feel Ameria.m.l.'eiY Wonnal 

to touch someone·s body without their 
permission 1n order to get sexual 
~xcit.emcnt • 1/e Jaw w u:-as dnmk and 
cried to ccp a /eel. 

feelers 
put out fe•rs 

to rry to discover what people think about 
something that )•ou m1ght do lb An 
insect"s feelers QJ'Q the two long 'tick 
parts on Its hood which it ~ Lo touch 
things and discover what Is around it. 
• T~ bun pulling out a few fod,cr$1Jtu1 tt 
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seems tl!ur. most people are against 
clwn{iing tlte rccu· we ek'Cl t.heccmmita 

feet 

fQ~ofday 
if you say tba.L someonel you admire has 
feet of clay, you mean they hllve hidden 
faults • Some of thl! groawst Reniuses In 
history ho.dfetl Q[ clay. 

be run/rushed off your feet 
to lla\'C to work very hard or vary fast 
• Then?:~ only one S<'CT'Plary wnri.·ing for 
tl1e whole accounu d~parlment and the 
PQOr u.-omon is run Q/f Mr fOOl. • \ttl 
Jteren't exactly rushed Q/f our feet - there 
was onJy one vtsltor alltiflernoon. 

b e under your feet 
It someone is under your feet. they annoy 
you becauso they are alw-~'8 near )'OU In 
a way that makes It dlll'!cult lbr you to ao 
something • Tl1echtldren have betrwnder 
my fatal/ nwrning so I ha1.om't been able 
to cetany worli dom. 
get under sb's feet • W11.V &n't }YJU ask 
K£1l>• to sit tn tM other room jl)r a willie? 
71tat WO>' s~ won't kUp getting undff my 
feet. 

find your feet 
to bccomo familiar with a new plac~ or 
s ituation • It's lm/)(Jrtant to gi~ 1Wtu 

studi!III$ a chance to find their fteJ. 

get )'OUT feet under the table BritiSh 
tn become familiar with and confident in 
a new job or situation • It's barer w wait 
unJtl yOU've got your feetftnnly undi!T the 
tl1ble Wore )'Oil make lli~Y ble d1anees. 

get your feet wet mainly Amuica11 
to experience somethinl; for the first 
time, especiall)· something that involves 
tAklnga rlsk • Jrwestorsareenccurogedw 
cer tllcir feet wet by b«}•lng just (J /eliJ 
sllares to begin wtth. 

jump in with both feet • • 
jump in feetfirst 

to become involved in something "'el'Y 
Quidd}'. often without thinking carefully 
about il tir:st • TaJre time ro thin/\ things 
01.1/!T bejorr! J'QU make a dedsion. don't 
jwnpsrraigJuinu~ilhbothfeet.. 

keep your/both feet o n the ground 
to not have your c.haracter spoilt by 
OOI:oming fall\Qus or successful • Friends 
say she's lieot f1e.r f~tfirmJ)• on Ill€ ground 
-fame hasn't chanced ltt!r. 
have YO\lrlboth feet on the ground 
• Acting is a tol#rlt profession and )'OtJ 

need to have both jUt on the ground (f 
you're going ro surv.tve. 

land on yow· fe at DrlJish. American & 
Australian 

fall on your feet Dritish & Australian 
to be lucky or successful after you have 
been in a difficult sltuatlo.n • She rtaiJy 
landed on ltw [ffl - size found an 
apartment right in the middle of San 
Francisco. • Richard tal;cs the mcst awful 
rtsXs, but lie alway:S mms 1IJ /aU on his 
feet. 

put your t .. t up 
to relnx. e$))L'C1nlly by slttlnF; with your 
feet supported aboVe tho Rl'ound • I'm 
goJi1g to molle nt,vte{r a CIJJl 0/ CQj)te and 
puJ lfiYfiW fiT~ Qlj hour. 

sweep sb off their feet 
if someone swee]ls you oti your feet. you 
fall suddenly and comvletcly in love with 
them • She U.'OS hcpmg tlwt some 
R/mnorous Jf(XUI$ Frenchman woold come 
aJcng and stt:oeep her off her fW. 

think on your f eet 
to thmk and react quick!): especially ih a 
s ituation where thinb'S !lre happening 
very fast • lin abtliJy to think on }'OUr fed 
Is a definite adoonwge IJ.Jiwn you're dol!tg 
li1.--e comedy show.<;. 

vote with your foqt X 
to show tlla.t you do not support 
somct.hlng. e..-pec1ally an orgnni:taliun or 
a product, by not usmg or not bU)'lng 1t 
WlY more • Parents are uoting witll tlrtir 
feet and mooing rMir chil.dreJI to schools 
where there is better discipline. 

fell 
a t/In one fell swoop X 

It YO\I do somctbJ.ng at one fell swoop, you 
do evenrthi.nR you have to do at the same 
time • I'd pre/l!r w do the paperu10rk in 
ont fell StrXJOp. At least tllen we k11ow it's 
finished with. 



femme fatale 
a femme fatale 

a woman who is ~xuall>· attractive bnt 
who is likely to cause trouble for mon 
Who are attracted to her • She plays a 
Russian femme fatale in the latm Bond 
film. 

fence 
sit on the fence 

to delay makine a decision when you 
have to choo~ between two s ides in an 
argument or a competition • She 
c:ritidud nwn~ of tire ccmmi~ for 
siutne on tlwfence and falling to make a 
useful contributwn to the d£bate. 

fences 
mend ()'Our) fences 

to try to beoome"friendly again \\ith 
someone aner an argument • (usually + 
wlth) Cllirw is lt)•ing to 'fllendfence.s witlr 
Russia after tile rn:mt border dispute. 

fender 
a fender bender Alrwrican. irl{ormal 

a car accident ill which a car is slightly 
do.magoo • We got tntoafmder bendu just 
as wt u.oere b!aving the parking lot at the 
mau. 

fever 
fever pitc:h 

if you say that a feeling oc a situation llas 
Nached fever pltcll. you mean that 
poopte·s emollons ha\•e become so strong 
that they can only juSt control 
themselves • 8)' the time the princess 
approred on the ba/con;1 excitement 
among the crowd was at f c-ccr plJch. 
• ~I'ISion rcaw.d fciJ(!r pitch cr.s reports 
rome in of further bomb attacks tn the 
rwrtll. 

few 
~ fow and far ~tweon .> 

to be \'ery few • There are plenty of houses 
for sale, but buJ;oers arc few and far 
hf!Uuren. 

hoist a few Amufcan, lnformal 
to drink :;everal glasses or beer or other 
alCOholic drink • We sw~ al Dorwvan's 
on rlleuxzyhomcandllotsredafew. 

fiddle 
be on the fiddle British & AUstralian, 

irl{om~al 

to get money in a way that is not honest 
or not legal • U lie's net on tlzej'idd~ how 
did llea.!ford. that hugecar! 

field 
rove a field day 

to have an opportunity to do (\ lot or 
somethins: you want to do, cspcc1ally to 
crtticl.z.c someone • The newspapers 
u.oou/d hat-e a field day if tlw.ir affair et.'fr 
became pUblic Fmowledet. 

lead the f ie ld 
1 if you lead the field in a race or a sports 

event. you are bettec than all the people 
competing against you und are likely to 
win • At tf/f! end of the second day's p/11): 
FklllastJ!T'OS is loodi11R tire field. 

2 lr yOU lead the flcld ln an activitY or 
business. you are n\Qrc successful than 
anyone else • Tlwre art wme aretJs of 
mtdkol rntarrh where Russian sclenJi.fls 
still lead the jreld. 

leave the fiefd dear for sb 
to !itop competing with someone, which 
~:ives them a better chance of ach.ie~.ins: 
success • Jolm det:idc.d not tO apply for tJw 
job, u.irtch lqt lltt./IWJ cttar for Emma. 

play the field 
to have man)' romantic or sexual 
relationship:; • SM's rwr inurest..Yi in 
rnarriDRe at tllis staRe. so she's quite 
lrapp)' top~· tire field. 

fifth 
I tnke/plead the Fifth (Amendment) 

Am2riccn. humorous 
something that you say in order to t.elt 
someone :you are not going to an.~ar a 
question f:.::. The Fifth Amendment is the 
parl of American la\v that says ~mtone 
does not have to answer questions about 
thcmsel\•es ill a law courL • (sometimes+ 
on) ·So who do )'OU like best. Jc>Jm~· or 
Kim." 'Sorry. !rake tM Fifth on that. ' 

fifty-fifty X 
fifty-fifty 

if something is divided fifty-fift)4 it i~ 
divided C()Ually between (Yo'() people • n·~ 
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decided to $])lit the money fiftyflfl>! o !At~ 

go fiftyflfty on tile expenses for our crlp. 
a fifty-fifty c:hanc:e 

ii there i.s a ft.fty.fnty chance of 
somethlng hapJlt!nlng. 1t is equall~· likely 
to happen or not to happen • (usually -. of 
+ doing sth) I 'd S4Y he's got a fifty-fifty 
chance of winning the race. 

fig 
a fig leaf ,; 

something that you uso to try to hide an 
embartassing fact or problem tb In the 
Bible, Adam and Eve used fiG leaves to 
cover their se.'.'Ulll organs wlten they 
discovered they were naked. o Are rlw 
peaa talks sJmply providing a jig leo/ for 
the cornilluing accression bclw«n the tuJO 
countries? 

not be worth a fig oldfashlontd 
to not be important or useful o She's jUSJ 
on lgiWI'ant old ~body and her 
opinions arm't worrh ajlg. 

not carelglve a fig old-jashioned 
if you S.'IY that you don't care a fis, you 
mean that something or SQmeQile is not 
important to you at all o Th~ can say 
what tllcy like, I t:Um 't ~ive a fig. 

fighting 
a fighting chance 

a small but real JJOSSibility that YOU 
mbtht do or achievll somethin~; o <often + 
of + doillg sth) l! we can mist another 
thousand pou.nds u.-e'll hav• a ftghtlng 
chan.ce o[ saulng tM t~tre. • A gotJd 
edllcalion will ensure that CWl t.M m0$t 
dlsadt·imtol!ed chlllfren (11'€ glvtn a 
Jtghllllg CharlCE'. 

bo f ighting fit 
to be very healthy • Slle wasf$11M718fll 
qfru 10 wccks Qj' lnrcnsc ph)'Sl"rol training. 

be fighting for your life 
1 to be so ill or it\iured that you might die 

• One of til£ passengers was flglltlng [or 
her life last nJgllt qfler receiving multlpk 
tnjurtes In tlw collision. 
a fight for lifo o ThrOURilout 
Christopher's fighc for UJ'e, Iris pare11ls 
nl!Vcr left his bf.dsidc. 

2 if an organization or system ls fiP.htlnR 
for its life, people are trying very hard to 

PTevent it from bl!ing dereated or 
destroyed • With debts Qj' otw $2 million 
dollars. 1M ccrporatum Is flglltlne for trs 
life. 

be fighting ma d American & Australian, 
i1![orm.a1 
to bo vory angry o When Dad flnds oul 
}'DII'ue cra!ihtd tile car, he'll be fll1lltlng 
mod. 

be in fighting trim mulnlyAmerlclm 
ready to deal with a si tuation, especially 
~use )'OU are !n good physical 
co1tdillon • It was a cJwl/eneine 
ptrftrmance. but the danc.ers we.rt. In 
flJfhllng trim. 

figment 
be ........ t of )'OUl'/the JmlijljiiitiCii 

If ~ Is a flgme)1t ot y0nr 

~ tl seems real altboU(b lr Js 
not • llhoti;U I $0111 sttlllltOM lkUidiiNI In 
flit~ but It wa.t JU# aft~ Q/i 
8:0'~ 

figure 
a figt.re of fun 

someone who people laugh at because 
they ~m silJy or ~;tupid o She's fed up 
with !wing treated as a figure of fu.n and 
insists that her ideas dcsen-e seriow 
atUnJfon. 

cut a n [interesting/ridiculous/unusual 
etc.J figure 
if someone cuts an interesting, 
ridiculous, UllUStlal etc. t:Jgure, they seem 
interesting, ridiculous. unusual etc. o My 
Russian uncle an an unusual fil:un 
cunong the very British aw.frence.. 

fill 
have had )'0\lr fill 

to have had enough to eat or drink • No 
more pudding thanks, rt-e had my fill. 

h ave had yourfill of sth >-
if you have had your fill of an unpleasant 
s ituation. you wlli not accept il any 
longer o People hm;t! l1ad their }dl of 
empt;• promises and liXl1U aaion. 

final 
the final curtain 

the end of somethln,g. usually something 
that has lasted for a long time • As rh.e 



final curtam JeJl on tile longest matcll m 
tennis hlstOt)l.Agos..~i emerged victoricus. 

In the final analysts 
something that you say when you are 
talking about what 1s most lmportant or 
true in a s ituation • In the jiTUJI oTUJlysis. 
the on{y pcopk who rolll ben~/it are 
property owners. 

finders 
Finders keepers Oosers weepers). 

S<>tncthing that you sa>' when you find 
somcthln.l! that beloni!S to someone else 
and decide you are eolng to k~p It 
• 'Finders keepers.· he said. pulling the 
mcney cw;ay in his pocket. 

fin de siecle 
flndesl~de 

typical of or existing at the end of a 
ccntun~ cspec~· the 19th ccurury • The 
fin de sikle despair increased in the lost 
few years of tl~ century. • 1bn)'a chose o 
ccurse in fin de sii!cle liwraturr. 

fine 
boa fino figure of a man/Woman old· 

fashloMd 
to be someone who is big and strong with 
an attractive body • She's of!Mf.gure.q 
a woman - not like. all these skinny 
rrUJdeJs. 

be In fine fettle 

to be very he.alf.lu.· or workin~t well • She 
wasm/lne/tttkwhenshecamebacktrom 
her trip to the States. • The business ts In 
jine fettle and we're ecen pllmnlnif UJ 
expand. 

cut itllhings fine 
w only leave )'OW'Self juSt trnOUgb lime to 

do Ml'llethinG • OniJ; nflr>IDtrlg hoJf an 
hour to ,et from IMS~Dl~Dn 10 the airport 
ilalltingitfurt. -·tit? 

h:lvo sUl down to a flra wt British, 
Amerlam&.Austrollan X 

h:lve sth off to a fine wt Brlttsh & 
AUstralian 
to be able tO do something very well, 
u&US.lly because }'OU bave bE-en doing it 
for a long t ime • He's got sandu.:idr 
nwklna down UJ a fine an. 
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not to put too fii"K' a point on it 
something that you say when you are 
goi.ng to say GKactly what you mean, even 
1f other people may not like it • 1-\~ll. not 
to put too fme a point on it, it's enJirvly 
) 'Our j(lu/1. 

You' re • fii"K' one to talk! Informal 
sometbjng that you say when someone 
criticizes another person for doing 
someching that they do tbanselves • 'He's 
a/. ways complalning. · 'You're a fine ooe to 
talk!' 

fine-tooth 
with a f in• tooth comb 

1f )'OU examine something with a f1oo. 
tooth comb, you examine every part of it 
very CRrefully • I'd odvise)'Ou to examine 
)lOur insu1TJIICf! polic)' uq·th a f uuNooth 
comb Ul make sure you're covered V JIOU 
Ulke your car abroad. 

finger 
get/pull your finger out BrlJish & 

Australlon,t.oery iriformal 
if you tell someone to get their fmger out, 
you me.m they should start working hard 
• You'd beUer JUJ/l )lOur flnser out, )'<J« 

should ha.wftntshed this job hOurs aBO. 
give sb the finger Amulclm. very 

informal 
to make an offensive sign at someone by 
raising your m1ddle tmger toward$ them 
• When rile kids were told UJ/Mw the store, 
they goue tJu ntantJger the finger and ron 
off. 

have your finger on the pulse 
to be familiar wlth the most recen t 
de\'elopments • Whoever designed the new 
model ctwiously hod rheir finger on rhe 
pulse - it's pmciw.ty the $Ort of compuu r 
et~ryone's been wcriliniJfor. 
keep your finger on the pulse • .4$ 
editcr qf a fashion maga.zlne. she kteps 
her finger rumly 01'1 the pulse of the 
London scene. 

have a flngor In ovary pie 
to be invol\·ed in and have influen~ over 
many dlfferent activities. often in a way 
that other people do not approve of • You 
can't make a decision on any kind of 
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Junduw to1tllout consultrng hrm 11.e /Ia$ a 
flnger In tvm' ph. 
have a finger In the pte to be Involved 
in a particular activity • Whtn It comes to 
trYlde 111 tht underdet~tloped JXliU qf the 
world, most ~~m counrrre.s want w 
IUJ~aftngu In ll,.pi& 

have atyour finger on tfle button 
to be the person who controls the nuclear 
weapons (• wropons that usc power 
made by dividing atoms) that a country 
has and decides whether to lire them • q 
Eu.rope luis Its own nueloor deurrcnt, 
rch~flngw would" m th# button? 

lay a finger on sb/sth 
to touch or harrn somoonc or somcthin8 
• (usually negative) Hont:SII>: I ner:er laid 
aflTlJieron him, he)ustftll OIJ(lr. • q )'OU so 
much as layajlngeron.mysts~r: I'll bnak 
)'Cur arm! 

Mtlftafl..-r 1 

to JIGt helP ~ to dO IICIIMthio& 
nwwUy ---.JOU .n.laQ • (Utqelly + 
to do ath) Ill , -(Ill tl:r:l lllrfdttd 0111 
on*~,..,.llfts~tolttlp, 

point the flnget" at sb 
to accuse someone of belng responsible 
for someth1ng that has happened • CriJics 
wen Qwck to pomt the f'mcu at the board 
qf dinclors U/Mn w tlwzJre started 
lostrte mDII()I. 

JllltJIIIQI' P an•llb 
~ diw • ua tile aQIII a:eaGD 1ltlY a 
•·~DIIGiitW~~JILII.ell~ ....,...., 
... .., Is Wl9118 • (cften ~I 
.._,. tc'kw · £''!tl...,bat1GIII1 
,., lf(Y lifitJttt Gfl !iWad) ..,.. It Is. • ' 
lll6lt ,.,.,._ /llflll/fll ~ ./llrll6r on tile 

=JWQM ,._ .. ~ 
taiMulr ••L 

put the finger on sb very iTiformal 
to tell someone 1n autlloritY. especially 
the pollce. that someone has commltlcd a 
crime • q Big Jet flmJs out you put the 
jlngtr m him. you won't /lue long UIOUCh 
({}spend the retcord mo~ 

fingernails 
dlng on/h~ng on by your fingernails 

lt )'OU are clinging on by your 
fingernails, you are only just managing 

to avout danger or fiulure • (USUal..lY m 
continuous tenses) We'rr JumGin:: on by 
our fln8erruzils and h()plng tJUll il rains 
blfort we lose our entire crop. 

fingers 
bum your fl,.rs 
have/get your fingers bu~t 

to suffer unpleasant results of an action, 
CSlJ(.'cial.ly loss of money, so }'OU are not 
keen to try the same th.tng again • Jlfany 
investors burn their JU'I/lUS rt'hen they are 
tlmpttd by ~t·rfdH/UICk !dltmes. 
• St~raJ art dtahrs got tMir ~rs 
burned on old master pajnli.ngs thot laW 
turned out to M/akes.. 

can count sth on tfle fingers of one 
hand 
if YQU say that you can count things on 
ll1e fmgers of one hand. you are 
cm[lhasizing tlvlt they ~.., \'l!ry rn.., • I 
can count on the fingers nf o~ hand the 
number Q/ tinU!S sill's actually o!Jercd to 
buym~adrink. 

aoss your fingers 
keep your fingers crossed 

to hope that things will happen 1n the 
way )'OU want them to J!::> People often 
cross their middle llngcr over their farst 
finger as a sign that they are hoplne for 
ilK'k. • We're crossing our flfii:U$ and 
fwpinJl t/UJt tlu: wtt:Uhu Slays JIM. • (often 
an order) K«P )'OW fin&trs crossed. 
n'CI)Ione. Jane's onzy got to amu'tl' one 
mart question. 
fi;olgen crossed SQillething that you say 
to show that you hope that what you have 
just said will hapJ~tn or be true • Fin;rtrs 
crossed, we'll 1/el rile job done In tl.tnt, but 
there's stlllan aUiftd lot to db. 

s lip thrCX~gh your fingers 
1 if something you hope to ach!cv~ slips 

through )·our finger-s, you do nnt mAnAge 
to achieve It • He has seen tht world 
cJUJlnpl.onship slip through Il-ls fingers 
tun~. • This ts my big chance to make a 
carwr in jourTUJiism. 1 can't ~t It sltp 
through m y fingers. 

2 if someone sliPS throuGh YO\U' flngei'S 
they manage to e.scapc from you • We'll(' 

got men gU(Jrdtng all the exits and morr 



mC/1 on the root He won't slip through our 
/i1181Jl'$ tlris time. 

wearlwork your fingen to ttte bone 
to work very hard for a very long time 
• rue been worl..-i118 my rlli/Jers to tfle bOne 
w get tM dl'lt$$ l'eady In lime for the 
u,-eddJng. 

fingertips 
at your flngt rtlps 

if you have information at )'Our 

fin{tertlvs. you are able to get II very 
easilY • E!.W)• tact and figure he needed 
W!tsot htsflnllerups. 

b e a n [artist/patriot/professional etc.] 
to your fingertips 
if you say that :;orneone Is an artist, 
patriot, profe:!!Sional etc. to their 
flngertJps, you mc:u1 that they behave in 
a way whlcllls COUll>lctc.lY typical of such 
a person, and It Is the most Important 
part of their character • Mark, a 
projesstonalto hisflngerrips, insistM that 
u.-e should make proper j()ints, not simply 
nail the pieces of wood tcgtther. 

ding onlhang on by your f ingertips 
li' you are clinging on by your f'mgerti,ps, 
you are only just mnnaglng to avoid 
danger or failure • (usuafly in 
continuous tenses) 'm! were dinging on 
by our fingertips, desperately trying to 
stop them scoring another goal. 

fire 
fire In your/the M Uy 

li' you have fire in your be~: you are 
ready t:o fight with energy and 
determination for what you OO!ieve 1s 
right • He rr.m approac/1 the c:cmmit'U(! 
will! plenzyQ/ fire in his belly. 

breathe fire X 
to be very 81\8n' about somctblng 
• (soi:OOlllncs + over) The btshop was 
br«Jtldna flre otoer the press release mack 
aftw ®)•sago. 

come under f ire X 
to be crltlci?A!d • (of1en + from) Last 
nlght's amwuncement quickl)• came uruJu 
flnfrom tM trade unions. • (sometinles + 
for) Jl-fr Johnson has slncectJme under fu·e 
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for being sarcastic and dismissive or his 
diems. 

draw {sb's) fire mtllnly American 
if something or someone draws fire, the..v 
are criticized • (often + from) The 
adiJUtlsemfnts hat~drawnflrefrom anti· 
~1rwJ.in;r campaicnus • IriS radical 
approach is~ed todrow]ue 

fight fire wlttt fire 
to attack someone with a lot of foree 
because they are attacking you v.ilh for()C 
• In tf1ejaaQf stiff rompetilionfrom riool 
jinns we h4d to fll(ht /ire witlt fire and 
slash our priCI!S. 

go through fire and water old-fashioned 
to expenence many dltficulhe.<~ or 
dangers in order to achieve something 
• {often + to do sth) They went thrOttJJh 
fire and waur to ensure the prlnce·s Slif~ 

hang/hold fire 
to delay dolns somcth.lng. cspcdaUy 
making a decillion, because )'OU are 
waiting to see what \\ill happen • It 
mould have been good to un.le the marrer 
new, but I thtnh we should hlll18fm UlllU 
the gefll!ral struatlon bfrottU!S cloorer. 
• (often t- on) The chancellor has safd lie 
roill amtinue to held rw on a jwthu 
redUcttonlJI tnluest rates. 

light your fire infonnal 
to make 5omeone excited, especially 
sexually • l't-e met $0me decent mm but 
none that light my rue. 

light a fire undet' sb mainly AI'TUI7ican 
to make someone work better or harder 
• lt'stlme)'OUlttaflre under those guys or 
they ·a never rmish painting the house. 

play wlttt fire 
to be ln\'Olvcd In an activity that could be 
dtlngcrous • (ust.Wly lu continuous 
tenses) We're playing roith jrre if we 
continue wttil {!en.tttc mod#/!C(;Iton Qf ow 
food. 

firing 
bo firing on all cylinders 

to ba operating as powerfully ru1d 
effeclively a.-. possible • Dawwn will IX! 
}lring on. all C)•liluWrs after 2 months ot 
JitJless training. 
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he In the flrina Una Rr.i.li.~h. AmPriMn&. 
Australian 

be on 1:he firing line AT711!Ticlln & 
Australian 
lf someonl! or something Is 1n the firing 
line, they are likely to be criticized, 
attacked, or got rid of • Tire jude.-Jour~d 
llimself ill the firing line from 1001~11's 
eroups cifror his conf1'0V(!TSjol ccnvnenrs 
ab<>ut &eXIJ(J/ U$SlJult. • R«tnl cuJS tn 
council budgets mean that COIICI!$Slonary 
fares were ru:Xf en tlujirif18lillt. 
OPPOSITE out of the firing line • As rJu 
prpsident's wife. thEre was little hope qf 
lu!r staying out of the firing lim cfunng 
theriedioncanrpaign. 

first 
first lind foromost 

more than anyth111£ else • ne remains 
.{lrst and foremost o. busl1li!$$111Wt. not a 

polltlclan. • Jn onkrto be SIJ«t'~ulaftlm 
has to be, first cmd fo7'£111tJS1, a good stor)! 

First come, first served. 
~thln$tthat you s:~Y which Ul('allS tllat 
tlte people who ask ror someth.l.ng ftrst 
will~ th9 otM:S who gel 11. when tbc1~ ls 
not 11!110ugh for. everyont> • l>\~!"tlt! Ifill ten 
dwtrp mmputers on off"- lf"s _first c:omt. 
ftTSt wved 
first:·c:oma, first•served • Tickets/or rhe 
show ar~ limlred crnd tt<t1 operate on a 
fi.rst-co~.ftnt·SWi-'l!d basis. 

firsthand >( 
if you e>..l)erience something first hand, 
)'OU ~'PCricn<:C It yourself • .\1any 
reporttrt based Jn the capital are 
e;"tpel"fl!llcing tM u;·ar fint hand. • It is 
dt}Jicult to apprwa~ the scaie of the 
problem without sutng the tffects of the 
.famintl a t fir:st /tan d . 

flrrt•hand • (always bebro noun) J've 
bem a teacher for a lcng time, and have 
flrst-hand o:perlence of the U.'O}' these 
students bel1aoe. 

First In, best dressed. Ausrralian 
something that you sav which means that 
the first people to do sometlti.ng will ge-t 
something tlrst o1· wlli lla\'c ml advantage 
• rve 80t nm free tickets to the mol!les to 
hand out, so it'sFJTSt in, /Je;;l.dres....W. 

Rm thlnalfiftt. 
something that )'OU ~ay In order to teU 
someone that more impOrtant thinss 
should be done bcforo less Important 
things • llinow you want tn talk ahnut my 
trip, bUt first tfliflCS frrst, hoW have }'OU 
bam whilelwasoway? 

the first string Ameriron,lriformal 
the group of peopJ.e wllCl are resu)ar1y 
chosen to pla,.v 1n tltc ~sports tcaiU. or 
to do the most important work in a job 
• Hedidn.'t maJ.·efs.rsJ strlngollthefootball 
team untlJ his stntor yror tJJ college. 
first·st..ing Amulcan. l!j/Orma/ • She's a 
flrsl-Sfring repOrter on the paper: 

at first blush malnl;yAmerican 
Wilen YQU first s~rt to think about 
somethinG • His d«ision isn't as odd as il 
IIUlj' s..~11 at/lrst b/u$h. 

at ftnt ga.ncMight 
if something or someone ~ms a 
particulill' way at first glanoo. they 50001 
that wny wtien ,_'UJ rn·st luok at them 
• TIN! systtm ts rrnJTr! compficol l!d. than 1l 
appeon at first giLmce. 

be first among equals 
to offlciaUy be on the same level :~s other 
members in a group. but in fact have 
slightly more respon.slbUlty or bo 
slightly more important • 7"M chairman 
of the juint ,·hitfs of !Staff u•as aluoaj•S 
cumideredfir.;t among l!tJWis. 

be first past the post British & 
,1u.sJralian 
if somcotlC ls f1rst past the- post 1n a 

oompctltl<m. they arc the flnlt to achJI!vo 
something • The Russian from were first 
past the post In the roce tO complete the 
e..tptdition . 
fir::st·po~st' in ,. fi>~-p~t-the­

post system of voting, a perwn Is elected 
if they get the most ,,.otes in a {)articular 
are-a, even if their PQlitical party did not 
get most votes in the whole country 
• (alweys before no \In) Many peop~ thmk 
tJw Brtiish Jirst·Past.·the·IJ(ISf ~'Sr~m is 
un[a.i1: 

b4tln the first flush of sth 
if someone Is l.n the first flush or 
something, they are at the start of it 



139 f ist 

• You ·re no longer in the first flush of 
youtll. you IO'!Dw, Dad! 

get to first base 
1 Ameriron & Australfun, iTI[omwl to 

begln to have success with something 
that you want to do tb 'First base is the 
fin.'t plaoo a p]a}rcr must run to atler they 
hit the ballln a game of baseball • They 
LWn't et'm get to first. base with t /IC!. 
cfirecron with a proposal like tftat. 

2 mainlY A~n. hurrwrous to get to the 
f'rrst stage of a sexual relatlonshSp, where 
1>111iners kiss and touch each other 
• Jimmyhasn'tewngotten tofli"St base yet 
wilh Ills Ririfrielld. 

give sb (the right of/to} first refusal 
to of!l!r to sen SO}))C<)nc someth.ing before 
you oft~r it to anyone ~sc • (often + on} l 
haiN! gll'i!n my existing publtslw's first 
1l!!jttsalon my ne.lct book. 
have (the r ight offto) first r..-usal 
• Manfield has tile rlgllt of.flrst refusal M 
any surplu~srcd. 

have f irst call on sth 
to nave the right to w>e something first 
• John has first call on the car as he needs 
il.{Qr r.oorli. 

tf at first you don' t succHCI, (try, try, 
and try a gain). 
something that yOu sey Ill order to tell 
someone they must keep tn1ng in order 
to acltlcv~ soructhinl! • My noc'CIIIas bem 
rejected bylhret publishers olref.l$ Sttll. 
if ot!irstJ•ou don't succeed·-

ln tM first place 
in the beginning • "'c should neucr haue 
CJRreed to tJW ill r.lrcjirst p/.acCi. • Wit only 
hadfourcJ theses~ in the lint place, 
and now /'tV! broJ..-m two oj' thtJn. 

not kt1ow the first thing about slh 
to not llnow anything about a particular 
subject · J don't know w/iy ycu're askin.g 
Rob. he doesn't know the first l hing about 
classical music. 

fish 
be like a fish out of water 

to feel awkward because :~--ou ru:c nor 
famillar with a situation or because you 
are "-etJ' different from the people arotmd 

you • All the other children in the sd1ool 
had rich. middle-class pare/Its, and she 
was beginntn¥ ro feel like a fish out Qj' 
water. 

1M! neither fish nor fowl 
if something is neither fish nor fowl. it is 
difficult to describe or understand 
becau..'<e it is like one thing in some w11ys 
but like another thing in other ways 
• Tile hovercraft has aiW<I.}•s Sl{f!eredfrom 
tMfClCl t11at it is ntither fzsh nor fowl. 

drink like a fish informal 
to regularly drink a lot of alcohol 
• Harriet Jw.d ttt'O botiles C/ wtne wtth l!er 
meal- thatgirl drinks likeaftsh! 

have biggerfother fist. to fry 
to have something more important or 
more tnteresunsc to do • J couldn't I1XISJe 
my tlmetryirl$ tcreach ana.Rr«me.nt wilh 
them. l/wdotherjlsh toft')~ 

fishing 
a fishing exjJEdition mainly American 

an attempt to dis<:O\'Cr the facts about 
something by Wllecting a lot of 
infonnation, often secretly • The 
l!n;·esril{aron' request for the company's 
occounts Is stmpl)• a fishing expedJtiiJn -
they hat--e nn root evidtmce qf wron.gdclng. 

fishy 
smell fishy 1~ormal 

if a ~itu11tkm or an exphmation smells 
tish,'l\ it causes you to think that someone 
is being dishonest • Webbers's (ICCt)Wlt of 
what he was doing tllat et:enlr~g SITU!lls a 
hit FIShy to me.. 

fist 
make a good fist of sth/doing sth British 

&AustrallllTt.old:fashton.ed 
to do sometblng well • He r~a goodftst 
Q/ e.Yp/alnillll wlo• we Tle>?.d to impnR.oe our 
puhllc transport zystem. • He built the 
house himself and made a surprtsirlgl)• 
ROod Jist Of it. 
OPPosm make a bad/poor fist of 
ath/ doing sth Rritish & Australian. old­
fashioned • Our law>~ made a puor fist a/ 
advising us. 
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fit 
be as fit as a f iddle British. Am.cricl.ln & 

Australian 

b e as fit as a flea British & Australian 
to be very heAlthy • 1'-f>' Dad's nearly 
eighty JWW but Jw.'s asjil as afiddk. 

~fit to ~ t lod ~.rtcon 
to be very angi'Y or upset • She Ui'lJ$ j'tt to 
M tifd wlt6l she dtsccwTY!d she'd /lift her 
purse an the train.. 

havelthrow a fit irrformal 
to be very angry • My mother threw a flt 
when she saw the mm Wf'd mode. 

fits 
If the ap flu (wear It). British, /lmcrican 

&Australian 

If the h;rtlshoe fits (wear It). American 
somethlng tJ\at you say to tell someone 
that if they are ~n~ilt:Y of somethint had. 
they should acoopt criticism • Look, I 
dldn 't ~ u;ho ICCIS to blamefnr this mess­
but if the cap fits, wear it. 

In fits and starts 
If somcthlng happens In firs and starts, It 
often stops and them starts again • Repltes 
CJTf! orrir;ing in jlts and starts. 

five 
Give me five! mainly American, iriformal 

something that you sa,)' when you want 
someone to hit your open hand wlth 
thc!irs, Jn order to greet them or to show 
how pleased you are • Hi there little 
budd}~ciuemefive! 

Gtve me a h igh five! Nnerican. 
ill{onnol somct.hing !hat you say when 
you want someone to hU your open hand 
wtth thel.rs. at a le\"111 above your 
Chotllder • Yo, Bob! Gi!.Y!17U!a highfir,-e! 

Take five! Amerkan. Wonrwl 
somerhing that you say i.n order to tell 
other people to take a short rest from 
work or exercise • 'OK el.'eT)'body, ~ 
fit;e.' 

fix 
be! In a fix 

to be in a difficult situation • rm in a real 
flX, tfw ore'sfloJ and I 11&-.en'&gOI a spore. 

flag 
dn~polwrap yoursciC in the flag 

to pre~nd to do wmething for )'our 
country when you are really d<ling it for 
your own ad~-a11tagc • Companw in the 
UK are jlndlng It useful to 11.:rap 
themse/1.-es in the Rrittshflac. 

flylshowfwave the flag 
to !'UPJlQrt or to represent your country 
• (often ... for) In the absence Q[ QIU' other 
Italian fllm directors. .Mr 111/0St:elfi 
brot'l!ly jl.cJo tlreflai:Jor Iris countr): 

flagpole 
n.m sth up the flagpole mainly Amoic.an 

to tell people a boot 1111 idea in ot'der to see 
what they think of it • Run your 
sugges1ior1 up tJu~ flagpole and ~ wluU 
the others S(l)( 

flags 
Put the flags olrtl British, humorous 

something that you say when you are 
pleased and surprised that something 
has happened • John's done the u:ashtng 
up. Put thr.flacso11t! 

flak 
getJtake (the) flak informal 

to receive strong criticism • (often + 
fro1n) Channel '.I took theflak[rom angry 
r;ii!IL~USprotestingabouttlleshow. • (often 
+ for> She goc a lot Q{ flakfbr cmertin8 
her children. 

flames 
fan the flames 

to cause :u1ger or other bad fuelings to 
increase • (usually + of) His speeches 
[DIIJ'Ied the flames Q/ racial tensioTL 

go up in flames •, 
to fail or comtl to un end suddenly and 
completely • Filull hopes of a pay 
WtleiTIImt u.:-ent up in flames y-esterdClJl 
after talks broke down. 

shoot sth/sb down In flam•s i1l{ormal 
to strongly critici:re an idea or plan, or to 
r~use to accept it • Ser-"eral months axo 
this highly impracttwl Idea would llal'le 
beffl shot dtmm inflames .. • l llwugl!t I'd 
made a sensible sugg~tion, but they just 
slw& me dou;n inflames. 
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flash 
,. flas h in thP pan 

sumethlng t.h.ilt happens only onoe or for 
a short time and will not be repeated 
• We're llopi ng that lh is is a ron::-term 
opwtunley. and 110t just a flash in tlu 
pan. 

flat 
flat out 
1 if a pen.-on or a macllino 1s doing 

SQmetlling flat oul. they are doing It as 
fast and with as much energy as they can 
• (often + to do sth) The decoratcr.s hove 
bem worldng flat out 11! cet the j ob 
finislu:d. • !t'[y car only does 6() mph, et'ell 

wMn It's going flat our. 
2 Amerlcanlf someone sa.vs something nat 

out, they say it in a very clear and direct 
way, even i! it might uPSet people • He 
called up and flat our a.;'ked if T was 
havtng an aflblr wlt.h Bob. 

b~ as fl•t as a pancake 
to be very flat • My cake hasn't risen - It's 
asjlatasaprmca~! 

be flat broke lll{ormol 
to have no mOn ic')' at all • 1 can't even {)a}' 

the re.nt thismonth. l 'mflat broke. 
fall flat )( 
1 if an enterta.l.nment or a joke falls flat. 

people do not el\i<ly It and do not think it 
.is funny • Severo/ attempts at humour 
during his speechfellflai. 

2 i! an attempt to influence people's 
behaviour or opinions falls flat, it fails 
• 'I'M adiJeltising campaign Which had 
I.OOrked so well in rM USfeJljlol tn CJzina. 
• The statl!m2111 that pregl'!DnCJI is not an 
illness falls /1af tuith many morning 
sicknesssWienm. 

faD flat on your/tts face 
to fall or make a mistake in an 
embarrassing w~v • The new SC'heme fell 
j1aJ on Us face in spite of aU thej'lnanclai 
support that was git-.e:n. • It's always 
amusing to see a 'MlJJSCO.Stef /aU flat on hiS 
~~-

flattery 
Rattery wlll get you nowhere. humorous 

something that you say to someone in 
order to tell them that their praise will 

flesh 

not pers\tade you to do &l}'tltingthat )'"QU 

do not wa.'lt to do • Well. l'm glad you 
liked the mUJI, buJ J1attery will get you 
nowhere! 

flaunt 
If you' ve got it. flaunt it! jJifcrltiCll 

something that )'00 say which means II 
you have something }'Ou a.re proud o( 

such as beauty or wealth, }'OU should 
make lt ob\•lous • If 1 had ~s /Jke yours 
Pd W«11' re:zllyslwrtdrcsses.lf )•ou'uesot 
ll,flallnt It! 

flavour 
the flavour of the month Brltlsll & 

Aust rail an 
the flavor of the month American & 

l'l.llslralian 
someone or something that has suddenly 
become verY POJ)U}.ar. but may not remain 
poJmlar for long • Role-p/a.>'iTIJI camn ar11 

sl.ldlUnly r/uflaoour of the month. 

flea 
send sb aw.y with • fie• In their ear 

Brlltsh&Australian. Wormal 
to angrtly tell someone to go away • A 
)'OURG Aid rome askiltg [or monzy but I 
seru flima11.;a.>• witha~ in his tar. 

flesh 
flesh and blood 
1 human • Many Q[ thl' cartoon characurs 

arc monr popular than tluir flesll and 
blood counterparts. 

2 lf you sa.v thai somoone 1s Dcsh and 
b lood, you mean that they have feelings 
or faults that are natural because they 
arc human • l nJ4)1 be o priest, bm I'm not 
Immune tc pretty women. I'm only ./lC$1• 
and brood, ~raiL 

be sb's {own) flesh and blood 
to be somoon~·s r~latl\'e • How can you be 
so CTUI!l to him when lu's your own flesh 
and blood? 

make sb's flesh crawl/creep 
lf someone or SQmcthing makes your 
flesh creep, you think they are extremely 
lUl)lleasant or frightening • (often in 
pre;ent tenses) Spttkrs and insecfS really 
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ITIDke my flesh crau.-1. • I hat£ tlwt 811)1 in 
accowlts, he makes my flf!..~fr creep. 

press the f lesh mainly American. 
humorous 
if politicians or famous people press t he 
flesh. they shal<c hands with the public 
• Even qfter 12 hours on fhf' compaiCn 
troll. he was srttl m~Wing hi$ supporw-s 
andpi'CS$111g theflPSII. 

put flesh on (the b ones of) sth 
to artcl more rtetall to something m order 
to make it more intf'r;!!itlng or eR.'lier to 
understand • H·e need .mme real ftgur~ts 
and e.vilknce UJ putjle$11 on tile theory. • It 
1.1.1()11/d be wise UJ put flesh on tire bones of 
;your basli: prt~saJ b(!Ore;>'Ou ask tlrcllt to 
crmsider it. 

meet/see sb in the f lesh 
co meet or ~ee someone )'OutSelL InStead 
of watchins them in a film or on 
television. etc. • J knew his fact so well 
from the phottJBrnphs tlwt u feJJ a bit 
stmng2 when 1 ftniJ.Jf.y saw him In the 
fli!Sh-

flies 

There Me no flies on sb. 
some~ that you sa_v which means that 
someone is intelligent and able to think 
quickly • The minute she heard the 
business wosfor sale she rcruon the plume 
maA'in.g an. QbeJ: 'Ihereare no flies on her. 

flight 

a flight of fancylfantasyn magln;)tion 
an idea which shows a lot of llnagl.natJon 
but which is DOt practlca1 or useful in 
real simarions • You Ultre talking about 
C>V:I.in: llU'OS$ the US. or UX1!t that just 
anotlrcr fr.ght of fanc;y? 

flip-flop 

a flip-flop AmFrican 
a complete c!Jange, especially from one 
decision or opinion to another • Tile 
I!Qtlertsnu:nt ha$ nwde a policy flip-flop 
tWt!r arms sales. 
flip-flop Anw-ican • {often + on) The 
Smalor u.VJuldn 't dan flip-flop on the 
abortion is$ue- he'd lc$e too moJU' vous. 

floodgates 
open the flood~tes 

If an actton or a dceisJ.on opens the 
Ooodg~~tes, it allows something to happen 
a lot or aDows many people to do 
something that was nOl pt'cvlousl.Y 
allowed • (often + to) If they u;in fheir 
caS/! ll could open the /l()()({gates UJ ot11ers 
wifh similarCOITipiiTISaJEon daims. 

floor 
floor itAmeriC!m, ut{ormal 

to dnvo a car as fast as It \\111 flO • He likes 
to takY his sportS car out ott the road and 
floor it. 

b l llgo through the floor 
if the price or value of somethlll{! falls 
tlu·ow:h the tloor, it becomes very low 
• House prices hali-.!ll()rle tllroug}z the floor 
t.hlsy~r. 

w ipe the floor with sb Urlt#h, llmcrican 
& Austrclllcm 

mop t he floor with sb t \merli:tm 
to dcfe.'\t someone easil~· • A lex if allllQJ.'S 
really good in o delxJJe, she'll u;ipe the 
floor witlr thnn. 

flotsam 
ftots<11m and jetsam 

people or thlnSS whiCh arc not wamed or 
have no value b Flotsam andj~tsamare 
the pieces of hmken wnod and other 
waste matel'ial found on tlte beach or 
floating on the sea. • Drug addi('fs, the 
MlTU!/t.ss, all an vum'td as thefhJt:;am and 
jetsam of today's scciety. 

flow 
go vmh the flow 

t(l d(l whAt fltlle,r poople sre doing (IT to 
81m'e with otl~er r•eople l.leca~ it il; tha 
easiest thins t{'l do • l U"(JS'I't OOI:V kfJCll nn 
the di'Cisitm bw It wus easter .tusr to go 

--.!!~>l!!!tjl()w. 
OPPOSITE go against the flow • I decided 
ro go against the flow and try something 
d<'f)'ermtfrom the rest of them. 

fly 
a fly in the ointment 

50mcone ot· something that spoils a 
Situation whJch could have boon 
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successful or pleasant • Theonlyfl:;• in the 
oirnmern UAS nzy mother. wM insisted on 
whispering through the first half of the 
show. 

a fly on the wall 
ifyousas )'OU wouldlikc tobca tlyon the 
Wallin a oertain situation, l 'OUtncan that 
,_-ou wf.u)d like to h. u.e 1\etl""lY to s.. 
Wld hear what happens • r d g iN 
lllt)thlng w bl! a ,ny on 1M wali u--ht>tl she! 
teltshtm. 
tty.on..the-wall a ny on·thc.\rall rum or 
lClc\·1.$1on p-ogranune IS Ol\e where Uw 
people invoh•l'd fnrget or do not know 
thl¢ they are heing filmed • (al\\""" 
before ooun) 77rP jit'!(' JXJrt /l:J"'n thc .. wall 
docutnmtfu:.'' Sl!r-W$/iXUSSRS on the lw~ Q/ 
thrw stucknt nui"SI!$. 

It'll n~v~r fly . . American "' 
oomctlm1g that you say wMn you think 
au itlca will nul bu ~ucc~ful • He SfUlt me 
a mcvte script bllf It'll net:.er J1y -lt's;ust 
too utllxlluooble. 

let fly (Sth) X 
to !itart shouting Angril~· • (sometimes + 
at) I was so angry /let fly at them as soon 
a.~ tl lt!:J' cam• in. • Grt/JpiiiR the arms Q{ 
his chair, he le1 fly a barrtxse Qf Qbcnswc 
comments. 

on the fly 1\merican 
if someone docs something on the fly, 
the~· do 1l qulcluy and without think ing 
cal1!flilly before they ~o it • SM was w 
son Q/ PfJ'$()(1 wllo uxmld make decisions 
on the fly rather than allowlne hhrstl/ 
time to think. 

wouldn't hann/nurt a fly 
if :t1JU ~ that someone wouldn't hurt a 
1\y, you mean t}~t thoy are a gl!lltle 
person and that U\cy would not do 
anything to injure or UpS(lt anyone 
• /Jamion just isn 't tiU! violem ()ope. He 
would11't hurt a fly. 

fly-by-night 
fly-by-night 

a Qy·bY·nlllht person or organ iz11fion 
cannot be U'\lStcd bcca.~ they h ave not 
been established tong, and could leave ot· 
close at any time • (always befot·c noun) 
Tluzyw opened one of tlwsc cheap and 

nasry fl.y-by.nlght sterii.S on th11 High 
St.reet. • I'm suiou~ about representing my 
constituetrts. lin trot a fl>•·o)'·n isht 
politician. 

flying 
bo flying high 
1 if a IX!n!On or a company i& flyin~; hiRh, 

tltey are very su<XX'Ssl\11 • Thfl company 
UIQS flying high as a maker of personal 
computerS. 

2 Amrrican. informal to be very cxc1tcd or 
happ)l often because or tht! effect of 
drugs • The ::UY was on drugs flyinc 
hiclr and scaring ~wyone arou11d /rim. 
• Whm the ruim~r Olympics rome to 
Canada, tire r~fwle coomry was flying 
hiRh. 

c:ome through/pass w ith flying colours 
Brit Wr & Austr(ltfan 

ClO~ through/pass w ith flying colors 
AmeriCan & Australian 
to pass an examination witll a ven· high 
score or to complete a difficult activity 
\'el'y sttcccssful)y • She took her 
wuversil}l entrance exam tn D«tmber 
and paSSfd with flying cowurs. • The> 
Q/]'icufralning was gruelling. but hi'Camr. 
through wlthfly1ngeoloun. 

get off to a flying start 
to begin an acti\rity \rery successfully 
• Maria aor Q/J to aflyfue start In her new 
jcb. • With sevrral customers on the books 
airrod;v. Tim$ nc>~v business lwd got Q/f to 
a flying start. 

foaming 
fo;~ming at the mouth 

very angry • The wurt's ~cision has left 
blood$pt>rt enthusiasts foaminc a1 the 
mouth. 

foggiest 
DOl have the foggiest (idearnotion) 

i rr/ormal 
to not knQW the answet· to a Qt\CStion 
• 'Drr jlou know ltlhl'TC Kate's eonet' •J 
ha~~.,·r llte fc(JI{iest .' • (oftetl .;. quustlou 
wOrd) Tile phof<XXJpier 's broken down 
llJ{aiJJ. aud. nl,bad:v IKu ~ jiJggil.st Hka 
how tojix ft. 
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food y· 
give sb food few thought 

to make somcona think seriously about 
wmethlng • IYI!at you've SUIJI(ested lws 
certafnlygfven mllfoodj'or tllcught, 

fool 
A fool and his money are soon parted. 

somctltins that YQU say whicll means that 
!;tu.pid people spend moue)' without 
think.ing about it enouGh • OiDnnt 
relishes his extrar.:agam lifeslyle - but 
then of()(>/ and hi$ money are soon parud. 

act/play the fool 
to behave in a !>illy wa): oftEn In order to 
make people lllucll • Come on guys. stop 
acttng the/ool and JXU' attention. 

be nolnobody's fool 
to be intelligent • John's nc /001. He's 
never going to believe that excuse. 

a fool's err.~nd 
an a ttempt to do soutcthtng that has no 
chance or success • Billions Q/ dollars 
have tu>en ~nt em IOflC-ronge u.w:tMr 
torecosting, bt.tr it'safoolserrand.. 

live In a fool's paradise 
to be ~lapp}· bee~~use YQU do not know or 
will not a~pt how bad a s iruation really 
Is • Janti!s i.s liutng In a fool's paradise lf 
he thinks things are alwq)'S going to be 
this good. 

~k• a fool of yourself 
to do something which makes you seem 
stupid • lie's al~'S ll£(ting dnlllk. and 
mak.ingafoolof hltnsel{ aJparties. 

More fool you! llrltl$h, American & 
Australian 

The more fool ~·out Americtln 
something that you say 1n order to show 
tiS you think someone has done 
something stupid • l'ou lent her sixty 
pounds and eJ.7X!Cted iJ back? More fool 
you!· 'He's voluntetred to uv.>rk late.' 'The 
more fOOl h1m. then.· 

play sb f« a fool American & At.tstraltan 
to treat someone as if they are stupld, 
especially by trying to get something 
from them h1 a was that is not fair • He's 
plizylng )-oufor a fool. Just don't /£nd hlm 
any more money. 

fooled 
You could' ve fooled me. informal 

somethins: that YQU say when }-'OU do not 
believe what someone says about 
somethlng that you saw or e:\:perieneed 
yourself • 'No, I wasn'tangry, I wa.s}ust a 
little surprised.· '/Willy! You could've 
fooled me. ' 

fools 
Fools rush In (whero angels fear to 

tread). 
something that yOU say which means that 
stupid people oo things without thinJdf€ 
about them enough • Alan oolUTIUeTI/d lJ) 

be chalrmon ond now he regrets it. Fools 
rush in. i.s aU I can scu•. 

not sutt.r fools gladly ...,.._ 
to beoomo angry with people YOU think 
are stupid • JJm 's o {afr boss, but he 
cJoun 't :s1if!u fool$ stodly. 

foot 
the boot is on the other foot British & 

Australian 
the shoe is on the other foot American 

if you say that the boot ls on the othcl' 
foot. you mean that a :Jituation is now the 
opposite or what it was before, often 
because a pcrwn who was in a we3k 
position is now In a strong position • In 
the past, we had great illfluence over their 
econo~~~.M but t}le boot is on tM other toot 
ncut 

get offtst.t off on tMwrang fJ)Ot 
1 if )'Qil get otT on tl\e wnmg foOt with 

someone you hll\-e just met. ,our 
relatlOnshlp ltiU1S ~ often with an 
ftlltll!UCUl • (usnall,y tn past fensN) I · 
den 'I mlll,y kn<JUJ u~ but~ C/tJn! 
and! r otUM IJ:rOfll(./001. 
Df'POSrn get off/start off on the right 
foot • (usually in past tenses) 1 got 0/f on 
the rfgllt/oot by tl!llmg h11r how impressed 
I tJJaS wiJh her work. 

2 to start an activity badly • If I get 0/f on 
the wrong/cot tolth oneQ[ mypalntlngs.I 
lcncw it wiU never be ria hr. 
OPPO.srn get offlst.lrt off on the right 
foot • The commission has stat1ed off on 
the righl/001 by consulting /QCtJ/poop{e. 
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ha veJ1ceep a foot in both camps 
to bo involved with two groups of ~le 
who often h8\oe very different aims and 
opinions • He lias mot'2d from fringe tc 
mainstriWTI theatre, but. he st iJI kups a 
foot In botll camps.. 

My foot! old{Q.Shioncd 
sorneth1nR tltat s·ou sa,v after rt!~atlng 
something someone has just said. in 
order to show that you do not believe 1t 
• A /UIIml FroncJ1 speali.er my foot! He 
knal$ ofew words al the mCJSt. 

put ~'Olll' foot down 
1 lO bill :i()lf\£'011C .in a !drung way that they 

must de something or that they must stop 
dolng~hing • l'ilt.t con'tjwllet lliHI 
oo rchat he u-ants, )'tlu'l/1~ to pul your 
/ootdolftr. • Vlhm.AtlnaMIIII! homedrmlk 
OM Qfttrnoonl dtt:ided It wos time to puJ 
m j()()l dou;n. 

2 matnl~ Brl.tish, informal to suddenly 
ill(.TI!!ISE' your speed when yon are 
driving • The road allead ~roS clear. so I 
put my font down and tried tQ CJCUUlke the 
ror in/rom. 

put your foot In ft Brir:sb,Amerlam & 
llustralian, ilt[ormal 

put }'Our foot In ~·ourmmlth /Vnerlclm 
tQ say something by accident wh i<:h 
emb8r1'81!St!11 nr upsllts$DmeQJlt> • l reallY 
putmyfoofill itlqilhJulit.ldidn'l reaU..~ 
she was a vegetnr!tm .. 

put your foot to the floor American 
to suddenlY increase your speed when 
you are driving • l put m:yf oct to tl1cjloor 
and ~,ached the opcrrtmtml irl less tlUJn an 
hour. 

not put a foot wrong British & Au.~trulian 

to not make an~· mistakes • Ansie has 
aJu.-ay:s bccngood aJ lru job, ~he newr puts 
afoot wron,g. 
can't put a foot wrong &·tUsh & 
Australian if 5Qmeone can•t put a foot 
wrong, people like (hem so much that 
they think e\:erythlns they do Is perfect 
• A$ far as Cllarks is conc~rne.d. sJ~ecan't 
praafOOI.wrong. 

shoot yourself In the foot ;" 
to do or say son\Cili~ swp1d which 
causes problems for you • lie shot hltrtSt/f 

in tl~ foot b>• suggesting that women 
politicians were incompetenz. 

footloose 
be footloose :md f&tcy.fTee old­

fashioned 
if someone is footloose and fancy.fi'cc. 
they can do whallho)' want because they 
arc not married or dQ not have many 
responsibilities • Jane's ph:mning to co to 
partie$ and clubs et--er.v night now tllat 
slu?'s/ octwose arldfcmcy-ftw. 

footsie 
play footsie i'l{ormal 

to necretly touch someone's feet ltnder a 
tllble with your feet, in order to show that 
you are se,.-ually am·acted (0 them 
• (usually in contlnuous tenses) 1 thtnk 
tlwy were p layln.g /OOlS~ tn the mltl!ling! 

play footsie w ith sb molnl.>• Amerir.an 
( 0 oo 1lwolved with a person or· an 
organization secretl}\ because you know 
that other people will not approve • T he 
got~rnmrnt never forgave /lim for pla,ying 
footsie with the terrorists. 

footsteps 
follow in sb'11 footsteps 

to do the same job or the same things in 
yom· life as someone else. especially a 
member of your familY • He/oJ~~-ed in 
his /Oilier's ftotstsps ond wehJ Into the 
army. 

forbidden 
forbidden fruit 

something that you want very much but 
lll'C not allowed to have, especially a 
sexual M!lationship ~ In the Bible. the 
forbidden ft'Uit was an apple which God 
told Adlltn and Eve they a mld not eat 
• He'd spent motur .>'ea-rs luwnc after his 
brother's wl/e- thf'/ o,·biddcnfruiL 

force 
forco of habit 

if somcouc does something from force of 
habit. they do 1l without thinking 
because they have done lt so <lflen. before 
• b"!Je.n though M's ~:one she still keeps 
laying the table for two - foru of habit, 1 
guess. 



foregone 146 

be a force to be red<oned with 
if an organization or person is a f&ce to 
be reckon~ with. they are very powerful 
• TJw Scot1lsll fe.(lm's puformf.IIWC last 
month shows tha.l they are once again a 
force to bcrcdroned with. 

be out in fon:e ~ 

to be present in large numbers • Tire 
Pr~'s younz SliiJporters were out in 
/~-

foregone 
a foregone condusion 

8 reSlJJt that is obvious to ~•eryone ewn 
before it happens • (not used with rile) It 
soomsliu this year's t>lection results are a 
foregone conciU$itm. • (often + that) It's 
certatnly not a fort~Jone conclusion that 
uoe'llwin. 

forelock-tugging 
forefock-tug.g.ing British 

showing too much respect towards 
someone wbo ls in a high pO<SiUon • As 
t.M General I'IIIJTdzro ln. tM coflectlvt 
JorekJcJi·ruggi.ng began. 

forewarned 
Forewarned Is forearmed. 

somethhlg that you say whlch means that 
if you know about something before ll 
ha_ppens. you can be prepared for it 
• Appannlly Simon has some criticisms of 
my boo/!:. Still, forewarned isfo!l'ilrmerf. 

forked 
speak with (a) fortced tongue 

to make f<ll~ promist!>; or to speak ln a 
way whfch is not bone>t • The mini-'11Pr i.~ 
sproklng wilh aft;rked tongue. promising 
support h~ will nev~r deli1-'t1: 

fort 
hold the fort British, American & 

Australian 
hold down the fortAm~ican 

to be left in charge or a situation or place 
while someone 1s away • Somecne had llJ 

SlaY aJ lwmc and hold the fort while m)• 
mother lc<JS om. 

Fort Knox 
be like Fort Knox humorous 

if a bulld.i.ntz ox ao area ls like r'ort Knox, 
lt 1s \'Cl')' difficult to enter or leave it 

because it is so weU protect~ P:_, Fort 
Knox is the bulliling where the United 
States keeps its supplies of cold. • Our 
hou.$€ is li.k~ Forr.KJwx with <Zll f)~ ext.ra 
securU)' locks. 

forty 
fo.rty winks informal 

8 short sleep during the dl\}· • She just 
tu:uJ time. to put h£r feet upartd catch/on )• 
wtnks br;!OJ-edinner. 

foul 
foul play 
1 actions wh1ch are not fair or honest • A 

vlru.~ Wiped out all our comjll/Ur-held 
ream:Js. We susp&tfoul play on ihe part of 
an ex·emplco-.ee. 

2 murder • It's not clear why tile man 
drowned. b.ut the police hat;en 't ruled out 
foul play. 

fall fo\.11 of sb 
to upset sonwonc, so that they do not like 
you and ttl' to harm yOu • Officials ullo 
ftzll foul of the mayor find themselves 
CAiled to the most borinG departnumts. 

t-111 foul of sth s/iRIUIY/ormal 
to break a law or a rule. and often be 
punished .. Q tl!Rtr market share grows 
too large. they will fall foul Q/ allti· 
monopolylau.:s. 

foul-mouthed ~ 

f oul-mouthed 
somoonc who Is Coul-monthod swe-ars a 
lot • He wasfoul·mOWhed lJJld vtolmt. 

foundations 
rock/shake sth to its fcrundations 
rc>ck/sh:.ke the fo\#\d:.tiom of sth 

tO tlatnage or change an org1111i¥ation or a 
persoh's b~liofs Vi>l'l( mueh • Afll?gation.''' 
Of scandal and obw;e hrn-<>e rocked the 
party to its fOundation.<>. • Tire WP.<l$ 

Set!llled (() make sense. bm shocli tlut 
foundatilms of her own Chris1ian beliefs. 

four 
the four comers of tne earth/world 

every part of the worlcl • WeddiJI8 ~utscs 
arrit•edfrom thc,fiJill" comers of tile u;orld. 



four-letter 
a fOUf·lette r word 

a sholt word that is cxtremol)· rude • The 
p/OJ.V!r was StJs~ntkd Qj1el t.ISint: a 
t:oriet.>' Q[ fot~r-llrur words in .front Q[ the 
umpll't. 

frame 
a fTame of mind 

the way someone feels at a particular 
time • Afcwhottl"$latcr M ~sin a mtteh 
mer~ p0$1tiiJfj'rome of mind. • Whether 
or net )IOU CltioY ll~e film may tl~nd on 
:>'oorframeQ[ mind. 

be l.n tM frame Drinsh & Australia II 
to be UkelY to achieve somethin~tOI' to be 
chosen fur a job or an activity • (often + 
for) Anderson u:os In tilt /rome for tlle}ob 
in saln. but decided nor w take tr. 
• (sometimes+ to do sth) On()' Ferrari art 
In 1M frame to ulttr tlwcluunplon3hip. 

frankensteln 
a Fr~Ntkensteln's monster 7 

soml!thll\{l that cannot bo controlled and 
that Mtt&ck.' or destroy); th~ person who 
inVMted It t;;J Thl.& phnllie coml"li from 
the book FranktnSteln by ::\1ary Shelle): 
• Oiuinc t:XtrO JX)IIX!n to the army tumf'd it 
int() a Fmnl.:enstrin's monster that is now 
thrtattlllng to ovtrllrrtM the ruling fJllT'>'. 

fray 
enter/joi n the fray 

to hea!m~ in\'\llved In an argument nr a 
fight • Mmt/Nrs of the royal family rarely 
IWC!T the political fro)' 

frazzle 
wear sb to :1 fruzle i11[<1nn.al 

to make someone fool '1!lJ' tired and 
nen'Ous • (ol\l!n reflexl\oe) .'>h~·~ UX>rn 
~ toafr=lf! tT) in:: weer thcrt rwort 
Fmislltd. • You'te bctn looking a.rr~r ller 
kids for a montll? You must be 1rorn to a 
frazzle. 

free 
free and easy 
relax~ and l.nWrmal • The atmosphere in 
m1rojfice isalu.'O,)'Sfn>eand m.SJ\ 

a free agent 
sonlOOI:K' whose actions are not Umlted Ol" 
controlled by anyouc else • Ona the 

t 47 free 

dii.'OI"U has come through you'll be afr« 
asenr a8(1in. 

a fTee ride 
an oppommicy or advanl:tgc that 
someone gelS without having done 
anythiug to deserve it • Just bewuSe he 
r.oo.s the bo.~'s sen didn't mean Tim got a 

frteride.. 

a fTee spirit Y 
solncOllS who does what they want and 
does not feel limited b>• the uSlUII rules of 
social bcl\av1our • His brotMT$ tmmbc 
NlGk as somtlhtne of a ftw SIJITit. 
un<{JTwemiOIUll and adt-"(l!llJrOUS.. 

allow /g lva sb (a) free nain 
to allow someone to do wh.at they want or 
go where they want to • (often ~ to do s th) 
Tile older kids WRTe 8 11Je/J ftw mn to do 
wha16cer riley u:.anurl. • ~·eshur. tile Jrlrsen 
out qf the bPdroom but allm.t-wl her flu 
rein In tl!n'f!st of th~aptJrlwumJ. 

allow/give sth (a) free rein 

if you give ideas or emotions free rein, 
you allow them to dc:velop and do not try 
co control them • With ()11 ttu:~e materials 
availabl~, we can Rioo our crea.tiuily free 
retn. 

as free as a bird 
completely tree to do v.bat you want and 
\l:it hout ro1~· worries • Slw' d been 
trovelllng alolre roond tile Greek Islands 
for a >-Wlr-fr~ as a bird. 

feel free 
something that :;ou sa)• .Ill orckr to teU 
someone that they are allowed to do 
something • (often + to do sth) 'I/w 
rtstaurant. doest1't sell alcollol. so feel .(roo 
to bring yoorown ~r011du,•lne. • I/ you 
wcmt to uy my romputu for ;yoUr report. 

feel free. 
give sb a fTee hand 

to allow someone to oo whatever they 
think is necf!!;s.ary in a partlcuhtr 
situation • (often .,. to do sth) Hls 
mo.tUJger had glt'l!n IIJm a fret 11/Pid w 
make whaJPIJt'r clu:mgi'-" lu!fclf n=~r)\ 

have a free hand • (sometimes + in -
doiltK sth) Tile «liter satd I could Jun~ a 
tree hand In dwxnu1g rhe cover paf(e. 
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It's a free country! 
someth1J12 that you say whleh means that 
)''OU tul\'e the right to do something even if 
someone else has critkized you for ic 
• rll shout If I uoo.ntto-IJ'safmcounr.ry! 

make frM with slh 
to w;e something a lot, e'~ when it does 
not belong to you • I won 'I hlwe him in mY 
fWust. makiii/Jft'U with my whiskey 

There's no such ttllnv .21 • frMiun<h. 
somOO!~ that you say \\hlcluneans that 
if ~ne gsve:~ you somethlns. they 
always expect )'OU to niw them 
something or to do somethin& for them 
• lleoffcrt4mto room in his llou.se, bllt he 
ff.CIIIS C<1 t."(pCCC me to do aJJ w llouserrork. 
I sJtou.ld flot>e known tlwl's sw sw:lllllf.ns 
asafndunch 

free-for·all 
a free-for-all 

a s:lh~:~tlon Utat .Ill not oontrollod. ond 
wheN everyono does wt.l they want or 
fightS for what they want to ect • Tll/.s l.s 
supposed to bt a sensible debatco, don "t fe1 it 
degenerate Into a ~Jorcll • In tht 
eamomic /m.foNIIl qf tM fuwl JlfOr:f 0/ 
communtsm, lie U'O.s able ro ama.ss o 
sluabtefortuM. 

french 
French leave oldfoshiQntd. humorous 

a ~rlod whom you lint ab:Jent frnn1 wort< 
without a..~kang for pernussaon ~ In the 
18th century In Frant\', it wa" the custom 
to lell\re an official event ot· party without 
Sllying conrlhyt' to the r.erson who had 
uwired you. • Is Rny rtollY ill ORCin. or is 
ht)liSt tQklng l'rtrrch Ita~? 

a French letter in/ormol, oTd·{aslaioMd 
a tllln nabber covormR U1at a man can 
w~r on has penLs durtr J; t~ex to stop a 
woman becoming pregnant or to protect 
him or hl<~ pRT1ner against infectious 
diseases • In those da,}'S, Frcnq, lerurs 
wtn the only for·m qf romrateptlvt u.V! 

h/Jd 
Pardon my French I Brillsh, humorous 
~;omothmg that you SIIY which means you 
are sorry hecause you ha'le said an 
Impolite wot'd • Till silly$()(} never turned 
up,par®n my French. 

fresh 
b~ as fNshas ~ cblty 

to be fUll of 11nergy 1111denthuslasm • It 's 
/)ej)n a lorw drit."(! btlll1if)t me a cup Q[ t.ea 
and l'll soonfeel/rcsh asada4.>1 

be fresh from swh 8r ittsla 
be fresh out of swh American & 

Australien 
to ha\<e just finished education Ol' 

training m a particular school ot· coUogc 
and not haw mucll ruc~rtence • Our 
coune isurughl bynyoung prQ[essor /ro.slr 
wtof lou: school. 

be fresh out of sth Amerlcan & 
/Wstro/ian 
to have just finished or sold a supply of 
somecbing, and ha\'e no more left • Son'); 
u:e'refrt;slt out of bfflJd tills morning. 

get fresh 
tn show by }'l)lll' 1\ctions or womsthat you 
want to havG sqx with someonw • (u.:tslllly 
.. with) q M tries to cet fr~sh with )'Ou. 

ttl I hJm IDkfYphls hondstoh/.m.self 

get fresh with sb American & Australian 
to talk to someone in an impolite Wl\f or 
behave in a way which shov;s you do nor 
respect them • Don't J.-'011 get ftv$h wrlll 
me. >OOWIB lad.y! 

Friday 
a g lrllmAnfperson Frld:ly 

a person who does many dUiermt typeS 

of usually not \'eJ'Y int~nt: work in 
an office b Man J.o'rlday Is the n~ of 
the servant in~ book~ Ousoe 
b)• Dante! Defoe. • The ad so rd. 'PFrson 

Fridoy requindfor genua/ Q/TJ.CCdu.ttes". 

friend 
A friend in need [IS a friend Indeed). 

something that you say which mel'OS that 
someone who gives you help when you 
need it is a. ~ally~ fnerul • Sht? l<K:Jir.ed 
tifler my dogs while I was In hnspltoJ. A 
friend in nc<>.d is a.frimd inde«J. 

friends 
h:~ve friends in high places 

to know lmpol't.ant people who can help 
>'OU get what you want • He has plen(Y qf 
frif'nds in hig/1 ploces willing to support 
his political career. 
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With friends like tfla'- Who needs fruit 
enemies? humorous 
sontethi.ng that yOU sa.>" when someone 
you thought was your friend treats you in 
an unpleasant way • He told my eirtfriend 
1 wa:; boring. With friends llke that. wllo 
nl?l?ds enemies! 

frighteners 
put the frfghtcners on sb British, olrl· 

ft;.shlonro. ilifonnat 
to threaten someone • He safd he wouldn't 
pay up so 1 sent 17\)' brothl!rS round to put 
thefri8/1teners on him. 

fritz 
be on the fritz American. informal 

\f a p~e of equ•pmcnt or machinery Is 
on the fritz. it does not work as It should 
• It will ~a long, hot srmunu - our air 
ccndilionfng is on tile fritz.. 

frog 
have a frog In your tflroat ltiformal 

to be \Ulable to S}leak cle.'lrl)• until >'OU 

gJVe a sllgh t cough • Excuse me. I've got a 
bit Q{ a frog in my throat. 

front 
tfle front office American 

the managers of a company • The .front 
Q/ftce h4s d«lded to cut back on tcch11ical 
staft 
front-office Ameriam • (always bcfol'c 
noun) She's one Of the kl!y front-of/Tee 
advisers. 

be In the front 11n11 
to be ln an Important pOsition where you 
have tnJlucncc. but where you arc lilrelY 
to be criticized or att1lckcd • (often+ of) 
MaiiJo· S«ialu:orlcers a~ in the front Jlne Q{ 
racial fensilJn. 

put on/Up a front X 
to pretend to feel a certain way • He 
hasn't shown a~ signs qf gruif ~v:r his 
father's death. but I'm sure he's just 
putting up afront. 

up front 
if you gi\'e someone an runoUJlt of money 
up front, you pay them before they start a 
job • Did )'OU PaY up front or ore .)'OU 

u,-atttng tJUthey't:-eftnlshed the)ob? 

the fruit of your loins humorous 
your children • The fruit of my loins you 
may be, but lhat doesn't mean I hove to 

look after you all my life! 

be• fruit 
if ~Onlt'thinssomeone lioe!l bean~ fruit. it 
produces I!(UCCPj!J(ul re5Ults • TM work he 
IN~n did nor btar fruit until trftu /tis 
death. 

frying 
jump out of the frying p3n (and) Into 

the fire 
to go f)·om a bad situation to an even 
worse one • Many kids wJw run away 
from unluJppy hom~ cli.SCOti(JT they'!;~ 

jumped out of the.frylng pan and Into the 
fire. 

fuddy-duddy 
:t fuddy-duddy Wormal 

someone who has old-fashioned ideas 
and dresses in an old-fashioned way 
• You d011't 1.00/l.t to mkc a~ notice of her; 
:she 'sjust a pompous old/uddy·clliclrly! 
fuddy-dUddy Informal • His itkas wm 
irreleoo11t. bcrlns an<l/u.ddy dudtb\ 

fuel 
add fuel to~ fire/flames X,_ 

to I)l8ke an nrgumen1 or a bad situation 
worse • His mild words onl}' added/lie( to 
thejlr"t. Isabelle wasfurlt.ms. 

full 
(at) ful l pelt/steam/tilt informal X 

as fast ~POSSible • He U-'Os going full pflt 
dcwn the mocorway buJ M stilt didn't 
make it to the airport l.n tim~ 

fuU steam :!head 
'1\111\ all ])Ossible energy and enthu~iasm 
• ~~~n going full steam ahead to expand 
the business. • Now we·v~ soll;ed a few 
problmrs it's full suam ahead. 

(at) full tflrottle 
if a person or a machine \a at fuU throttle. 
they are doing something as well and 
with as much cncrg)• as they can • By tire 
end Of 111ay. the assemblp line wl/1 bt 
worl.ingatfullthrottle. 
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~ full monty mainzy Britis/1, humorous 
tf something is the i'u.U mont>: if is :JS 

comJietc as possible • Tlrelr weddbzg U.'GS 

magniflC('T!t, with a champagne reception, 
three-cou~ dinner cmd a band - 1M full 
1/lOIUy. 

;,llowlglw sth full phay )<.. 
if something 1s gi\-en full p~ It 1s used 
or de\-e]Qped as much as POSSll>le • TM 
themes of love and beremJemenr an JlWell 
full play in 0/i!.'('r·s netc nooeL • H e ut ges 

that m.arli~ [orr:es should be alloo:ed full 
play In lite villages. 
come into full p lay • He-e, his genius for 
networki11g came into full play. 

at full stretch IJrili$11 
1t someone or somethlug is at full 
stretch, the)' are v;()rking as hard as 
possible • The cmugrncy s~rtrictS are 
u.'Orking Ill full stretch to C.()~ with the 
acctdem. • Wlle.n tile planJ ts operoUnR at 
/till streleh It ron emplcy 600 IJI.'Ople. 

boas full as a boot/tick Au.m-alian, 
iriformal 
to be very drunk • OJdCliuewasasjUilas 
<t boo! IJ.lll<>n he left the Jwttl laSf nlilht. 

bo full of yourself 
to think that you are very important in a 
wns tl4'\t annoys othel' people • I'm not 
sure I like Sara/1, she's ro fUll of herself 
alltlu! time. 

be fuJI of beans 
to hll\'e a lot of energy and enthusiasm 
• T'ue ncl.'er mt>t an>'()n<' SQ /Uti Q[ bf.arl$ 
IX:fl>r·e br'CI)k/(l$r 

be full of crap/shit Drftlsh. AmtriCiJJt & 
Au.srra/ian, taboo ~ 

bo ful l of bull American. very informal 
to often say sntp1d or wrong things • 1 
w~uJdn't Jlsun 1~ what Jtrtmy s~. he's 
always fUll()/ shit. 

be full of holes 
if an idea or plan is full of holeS. it is not 
complete or lias many faults • Hts theory ts 
/t.tU of hcks so u~ should have no problf!TTl 
C4'1VincrTIJl people that he'S I.JJI"()11g. 

bo full of piss and vinegar American. 
I.W)' lllfomwl 
to have a lot of t>norgy • He'r.full Q[ piss 
and vtnecar this mamin&-

be full of the joys of spring Brillsll & 
AustJYtllan. humorol,.~ 
Lo be very happy • He bounced tnro th4 
ojfiett,ful/ nf the }OY$ of spring. 

be~ In full cry Driti.sll &Ais.stro/ian 
to crtticizfl someone or somnthLng in ;. 
noisy and eager way • The opposition IMJ 

111 fUll cry ot't?r the d1anges to tht 
edm:at1011 bill. 

be in full f low/spate British & AIIStrtlllan 
if an activity is in full flow. it is happenin~r 
fast and with energy • He had thiJ 
annoytn~: ha.biJ of lnterrupttng her whtll 
she was in full spate. • '/'he royal wed dine 
prepar-ations were now irlfullflorc. 

be In full swing 
if an event is in full swing, tt has ah"Cady 
beel.1 happening fOr a period of time anc 
tht~re ~"' a tnt of activity • When we got to 
V'ICki'sptacetheparty was in full swing. 

not be the full qui d ;\u$rali<xn. in.lormal 
to be slightly craz}' or stupid • He's a bil 
odd- / don't think /I.e's the full quid. 

come to a tun stop ...,.._ 
to end, especiAlly beeause of a problem 
or difficultY • Nrer a series Q[ health 
problems his career rome to a/UU Slop. 

come/go/turn fuU circle 
if something or someone ha." CDIT\l! full 
circle after changing a k>t, the,· arc now 
thn same as the~· were at the beginning 
• My career has come full drde and I am 
back ot the school uohPre 1 started out as c 
teacher thirty J:oeai'S ago. • In the meantime 
her opillil)ns haJH! correfuli circle ami she 
has decided to r"(iointheparty. 
brlnSI sb full clrde • 1'he poem brings U3 

full circle, cm<f leaves us wilh an fmtJge e>f 
tile da/foclils still dancing by the lake. 
The wheol h;>s c;ome/tuNW!d fun circle. 

something that you sa~· which means a 
situation is the same now as it was before 
things started to change • Tile u:heri had 
finally come full circle: we were tognhcr as 
a family again, 

In full force 
lf a group of people ar~ at a place in full 
force, !Ill of them at"<: there • lleidi's side 
qf tlu! famib• l{,'f!1~ there in fidl force bUJ 
Bill's brctller was 1M only on.e to show up. 
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full-court 
a full·cowt press American 

H bi~ effort to achieve something • The 
Mayor l10s urged a fUikvurt press for 
clr;ll rfghls wid/air housillK in tile city. 

fullne ss 
In the fullness of time 

if you say that something will happan In 
the fullness or time. you mean that it will 
happen if you walt long cnou.gb 
• &'erytllinc will btoome clear tn the 
ftdlne:ss of time. 

fun 
not be all fun 4nd games X 

jf lln activity II: not~ fun and games. 
par~ Clf it are dlfflcult or unpleasant 
• B~inc a tour rt>prt!SI!ntatiL't! isn't all fun 
em({ games, 1 can rell )'OU. 

have fun and games humorous 
to have difficulty dolns somcrhinc or 
dealing wlth someone • (often + doing 
sth) We luzd fun and games try/118 to gtoo 
l/1~ dog a hath. • (ot~n + w ith} She's htuJ 
fun nnd ga77U!S with the tax Q,/1/ct. 

It was fun while it I.Mted. 
something that you sa}' when sontethillJ! 
good has ended but you are not sorry • 1 
wou/d11'1 ho1.-e wanted more than 3 )'«<rs 
at unJL'ei'SiO~ bUJ it U!aS/U11 Whfw it Ja~lPd. 

IMice fun of lib/lith 
poko fun at sb/sth 

ro tnake a joke Rbout aomennl! ur 
sometlliml in an ti.J\kind W!\Y • At fir$1 the 
kids l1liJik fun Q/ htr bectlu. .the spoke 
rtrith a Dutd& ammt. 

funeral 
it's your funeral 

soml'l.hlng that you say in order to tell 
S(lllleQne that If UJe}' f!UffPr hat! mulL.; 
ft'Otn their actions it will be their own 
fault • 'I'm not (;()mtng tc the me.etlng, I 

furrow 

can't 4!ford 111c time. ' 'Ok.lt'l it's your 
funeral.· 

funk 
be in a (blue) funk 

to be very worr1oo or tUlh!lllllY about 
something • He.'s bren In a re,alft.mk since 
she l~tllim, 

funny 
funny business informal 

dis110nest or tmpleasant actions • U you 
uyanyfunf'IJ'bltsint';$$)'QU'll beSOrlj•. 

funny money 
money that has been printed by 
criminals. or which has come !\'om 
dishonest activities • He was caught 
passing /U.TIT!Y ltlCIIcy through the 
business. 

a funny fann lmrtwrous 
a hospital fOr people who are mentally Ill 
/ft;J This expression may be offensi\·e in 
some situations. • U rhinRs ~t mut'h 
worS#! they'll be carr,'i!tg me Q/1 w rhe 
fUnny farm. 

fur 
the two f lies 

if the fur flies, people h<we a b11d 
argument • The f ur was rvolly flying 
dudf18 thar mf!€1Jng. 
set the fur f lying 
make the fur f ly • to cause a bad 
argument • She set tile fur flylne by 
clcmanding to~ the letters. 

furrow 
p lough a lonollonoly furrow mainly 

British, liloary 
to do something aloM and without help 
fl'Om Qther peol)le • He'd always been 
happier u.~rl\ing in isolation, pic«ghfm: a 
lon.t/Urrow. 
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gaff 
blow the g:tff BrilL~. old:fashlo~ 

informal 
tu cause troubl~ for somoone by letting 
other people know som~thlng thal they 
were trying to keep secret • (often + on) 
Tiley killed Green beccmSJJ lUI was about to 
blow the gaff on thdr drug dealln.g. 

gallery 
play to tho g:tiiCJry 

t<l spend tlme doing ot· >aayfng tl1h1gs that 
will make people admire or support you, 
Instead of dealing with more important 
matters • P()liticians these days are mm1r 
lnwested in pf4ying to me gallery than 
c:erclslng real in./ltJRnce on U'Crld el.limts. 

gallows ).-
gallows h&anour British &.4ustralilm 
gallows humor Anw'ican & Australian 

humour that m!Uces unplellll!Uit things, 
such as death. seem funny Jb The 
gallows are a 9i'Oodcn frame used in the 
past for killing criminals by hanging 
them from a rope Ue<l arolmd their neck. 
• Mai1JI of tllef)Olimts 1 UXJI'kedwith knew 
tile>• u;e.re d)tinfl. Tllt:'rc was a lot of 
gallcws humour. 

game 
a game plan 

a plan for achieving success, es~ially 
1n business or politics • Part of the firm's 
(lame plan Ls to eXpand irlto Eastern 
Europe. 

be ahead of the game X 
to know more about the most t"I!Cent 
dev~opment.s 1n a patticular subject or 
activity than tM people or cnmpanies 
with wh om you are C()mpeting • A U(!l')' 

e.uensive rewzrch and development 

programme ensr.trn that we're aheod. Q/' 
tile game. 
stay ahead of the game • Staying ahead 
of the game in tJteSe cfuys of rapid 
tf!.chnclogicac ad~J(Jncements is no easy 
task.. 

M on tN game lliformal 
if someone, espcc1ru.t.v a woman. Is on the 
game, they regularly have sex with men 
for payment • Her older !ifSitJ· was on tile 
game bY tlu: timf? sfw.lVas sixteen. 
go on the game ill/omral• A lot of these 
girls /liUI they can't eLW! pqy the ron1 w 
they goon tlu:eame. 

The gamo's up! irifor mal 
something that you say to tell someone 
that the.trsecret plans ortrlcks have been 
discovered and they cannot cont inue 
• 01.-ay, you tu;o, the game's up! Give ml! 
the ciiJar·ettes - t11is lfme I'm Wlllnc your 
~nts 

give the ....... awar 
1t1 spoU a surpdsi:i or n Joke by Jetting 
80Jnoone lmoW &Onlotbing that lbou~ 
have bc4m kc)'ILSCCI'Ct • \lt UltW frYin6 I() 
prqrend we clidn"t knllw it UJ(1$ her 
birthdo.ybut SamgafJ41tlwi1(171WtU(I('4Y. 

play the game" / 
to behave in a way Utat is accepted or 
dClllandcd by those ill authority • You 
llat:e to lea.m to play tlle game if )'CU want 
tobesucussjillatwork. 

raise your game 
to make an effort to improve the way that 
you play a game • They'rcccinc to have to 
rofse their game if thzy want to stay in tire 
fumier Division this season. 

What's sb's g ame 1 irl[crmal 
somerhlng that you sa~· when you want to 
know the ~al reason for someone's 
be.haviour • l'Ou'l'e being e.xceptionDlly 
nice rcdaJ,! \VIr.at'n~ur game? 

games 
play games 

to d~lve someuna about what you 
intend to <to • (often + with) I don't think 
tilt!)• ever ~all>• Intended to btJ}' the 
softJ.JJare. They were just playing gam~ 
fCitll U.S. 
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gangbusters 
come on like g::~ngbusters American. 

itifarmal 
to start doing something eagerly and 
v.ith. a lot of energy, especially 
~rfonntng or talking to people 
l.b Ganebustcrs was a radio p1-ogrrun in 
the US about -police who went after 
Climinals with much energy and success. 
• ln one Qf Iii.~ most rencwnro 
performances, Cagney comes on like 
gang busters as hoodlum Tom Powers. 

like g:mgbusters American. tl!formal 
very su~X>SSCully • Both books har.v: been 
s.elling likegangbusters. 

garbage 
Garbage ln. garbage out. malnly X 
Am~rlcan 
something you say whlch means that 
som(>thir!a produced ftom materials of 
low quallty will also be or low quality 
• Tlu! mtals are pretty poor but thm they 
neucr use fresh irlgredimt.s - garbage in. 
garbage out. 

garden 
Everything In the gcVden is rosy. 

.soroothl.ng that you say which means that 
there ~ no problems In a situation 
• (often negative) But not W€Tything in 
thegan!en is ro~: Sales may look good buJ 
tM.y'n; acluaUy 101~ down on hstyear. 

load sb up tho garden path British, 
American& Australian, Informal 

read sb down the garden path AmeJ·fcan, 
lnformaJ 
to decei\'e someone • We u.v:re lei up the 
garden path about the cost of the buildlng 
u.'Qrk - it Wroed out really e:;qxmsive. 

garden-variety >( 
ga~rwarlety American &Australian 

very ordinary • (always before noun) It 's 
just a if(JT(lcn·I;>(Jri£ty sJwpping mall.lcrge 
but not special In CllUI w~v. 

gas 
a g!ls gumer Amcrican, ll!format X 

a car that use8 a lot of ftlel • 1 want to sell 
this huge gas gUZZler and buy somuthing 
tJwt's clr.eapcr ro mn. 

gauntlet 
n.m tM vaunttet 

to have to deal wlth a lot of people who 
are crltlcl21ngorattacklngyou • (usually 
+ of) Tllf. minister had to ron the caunr/et 
Qf antl·nuckar protesters when huuri.ved 
al the plant. 

throw down the gauntlet 
to invite someone to argue, flgbt, or 
compete with you • A price U.'OJ" could 
brook out in the Htgll Street q[tRr a 
kading supen7UJrket throw down the 
gauntlel U> ils competitors. 
OPPOSrrE pkkltake up t .he gauntlet • He 
c:hollengeri me to a came of Sf.JUash IDst 
week and I'm thinkinG I might just take 
up t.h.e gauntlet. 

gear 
X get lnllnto gear 

to s tart to work effectively and with 
energy • Nfer a few days out Of the offiu 
it alwc;ys tah-cs me a wh~ to ge.t into gear 
whmi come back. 

movCifstep up a gear 
to start to work or ph\}• mote c!Tectlvely 
or quickly tll.an bclbrc • With Just jltl€ 
length.~ to go, the German swimmer 
stepptd 11p a gear and edgerl ahead to win 
tlu! race. 

generation 
a generation gap ~ 

the lack of W\derstanding between older 
and younge1r people that Is caused by 
their different experiences, opinions and 
behaviour • lr is UTIU$ualfor a singer ro 
bridge the generation gap and appeal to 
bolh }'Olln.t! and old alilre. • There's a bill 
age difference between us but rce 't>e never 
been troubWd by a semrationgap. 

genie 
lot tho SGnle out of ttle bottle mainly 

American 
to allow something bad to happen which 
cannot then be s topped tb In old 
Arabian stories. a genie was a magic 
spirit that would do whatever the person 
who controlled it wanted. • With the 
Internet, we really let t~ cenie 01~r Qj' the 
botik Poople now lwuc unlimited access 
ro au marowr Qf matcrla.l. 
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put tiM genie back In the bottle mtiinly 
Anzirlcan • Now tluu these sorts Q/ dnJRs 
an so wtdely avatlable. It may be too late 
to pur thegmie bade in lhe bottle. 

gentle 
a gentle g iant 

a man who is very t.'llland strong. but has 
a very quiet, gentle ctulracter that does 
llOt match his appearance • M p/acill and 
aml.able as he u:os tall, 1w becllmt kno/JJII 
as thecc.ntle giant o[ the squad. 

~ ;as gentlo O»S " IO»mb 
to be ver~· calm and kind • I tlrormhJ sJw 
was llflltlc as a lamb uTUil 1 lre.ard her 
shoutirlf! at Riclulrd. 

get 
Get away w ith you I H1•Uts1t & AUstralian, 

ot<l-fashioned. 
something that you say when someone 
says something th11t is s illy. surprising or 
not tt11e • 'Rc fromst wi!h me, oo 1/ookfat 
in the.sc trousers?' 'Oct away wi!fz >VJU!' 

get-up-and-go 
get-up-and-go 

if someone has get-up.and·BO. they have 
energy and enthusiasm • Youne~l a bit Q/ 
ger-up-cnd.go If yoo 'rt goine to u:ork In 
sales. 

ghost 
not a ghost of a chance 

if someone does not ha\"e a &host or a 
chance. the}· are not at all likely to 
succeed • (so~tlmcs + of + doing slh) 
Against competitlcn ltke that. they didn't 
h.ave the p)lostQ[ a chance of winning. 

give up the ghost 
1 lO SLop lr)'ing to do somethlng becautt! 

)'011 l(n()v; that you wW not succeed 
• S/u'(l '*'n ~ fO b1'ti1k PIW(IC(Jnefor 
Wn yeai"S without ~ and 1M$ jU$1 
about 10 give UJ1 t1w RIIMt. 

2 humorous 1f a ruachine lrt\"CS up the 
ghoot. it steps \\uidng • ~·Loe hod the 
same tda1ision .{or JifllteR )WJr.s (JM I 
llrtnk it's finlllly ahout w giJ:f' up lflc 
host. 

lay the ghost of $th/sb (to rest) 
to finally stop being worried or u_pset by 
something or someQne that has worrierl 

or upset you fat· a long time • With one 
stunning peiformal'll:fl, Chtlsea have laid 
to rest tile gltost Q/ their humilialtnR 
defeat at Old Trafford last season. 

gift 
the gift of the gab Brllish. American&. 

Australian 
the gift of gab American 

an abllil.l' to speak caslJJ• and confidently 
and to persuade people to do what you 
want • All lr/sJwum, /I.e hod tltl' Rift of 
tht! gab. You might hate u,V!at M said but 
yuu had rv listen. 

not too.k a gift horse In the mouth 
Lf someone tells you not to look a gift 
horse in the mout h, they mean that you 
should not criticize or feel doubt about 
something good that has been offered to 
you • Okay. it:~ not the}obof >'Ourdnams 
but it pu)l$ good money I'd be 111cltned not 
to look a gift horst m tJ~ mouth tf 1 w<n 
)IOU.. 

ginger 
a g inger group British & AUstralian 

a ~mall group within a large!' political 
party or organization that tries to 
persuade the other members to acocpt 
their belie A; and Ideas • He was soon won 
ot>er to the I~ 1ufng as o ~mber 0/ a 
tnorgmal ginger lfl-vup culled the New 
RPglnning. 

give 
give sb the creeps/willies Informal 

to make you feel frlghtt!ned 11n d anxious, 
especially whe.n there i.o; no real re11.qon 
for thiS • Thf.~ ()(d house lflves me the 
a-eeps. • I've ne1.-er likt'<f spitkrs - t/ICJ' 
CifX! me tlw will Uts. 

give It illlhotlwhlrl i14[orm4JI 
to attempt to do something • I 've llftler 
dai!Cfd Sa/sO ~/01'11 but l'U ttiW U ash«. 

Don' t give me th~! tltformal 
something that you say when you do not 
bel ie,·e an explanation that someone h&i 
given you • Dcn't gi!-'C me rllt1J.' 1 sa.tv } '()U 

wirllllim, Kcmm - 1 drove rlglltpastyou! 

I'll give rou what for! ittfom1al 
something tlU\t Y<JU say when you are 
v~ angry with someone and intend to 



J)Wlish them • rll giue JIOU what for; 
)i'Ourtg lady. coming homf! lJJ 2 o'cllxk in 
the morning! 

give-and-take 
glw ..... , •• 

a situation in which two people oq;roups 
aUow each olhec tohaveordo some of tbe 
thlnp that they want • lbu can't alwa.)'s 
iTUi&t rm ;vour own WUJ1 - thcrtJ lws to be 
sqrm gtut·and-talie. 
give end take • l'qrti~A~rs med to gir;t~ 
and ltiJul, to moke (JIIowanCC!S. to find 
fiOUiproml~ 

a give-and-take Amencan 
a conversation In which people gtvc their 
opinions and listl'n to th~ of other 
people • The candidates cmterl!d into o 
llu.clygiv.J-ond·take. 

given 
given half a/the chance ln{ormaJ 

if someone would do something gl\'t'll 
hlllf a ch!!nce, they would cert<~.inl)• do It 
if lhcy had the opportunity • He·d steal 
from hls own RrOJidnwther, gi1.om oo(f the 
chance. • CIL't'!ll luJlf a chanct: I'd /eaQt 
this job toda~ 

glad 
your gt;~d ragS old-fashioned 

the clothes that you wear when ~'OU are 
going sotnewhere special • Put your glad 
roBs on, !t..~'re going to a party. 

g ive sb tl\e glad eye British &.Ausualian, 
old .fashioned 
to look at someone in a w~y that mllkes it 
obvtous mat you are sen1aUy attracted to 
thMl • I think J'Oll hlwc an admirer. ThiJJ 
mon b1 the oorner i$ gitling )'Oil tlu! glcd 
~'e. 

glamour 
a gJamour glrffpuss British & Australian 
a glamM girllpuss_4merlcan &Australian 

a sexually attractive woman wtao IS very 
int.e~ted 1n her clotl:cs and app~!arnncc 
• His name was a/UXIJIS linked to some 
1:/amor girl. • I think she .sres henoeif as a 
bit qf a g}(Jmour prm with her high heels 
and her blomk luli1: 

glass 
a glass ceiling 

the opinions or people in a company 
which prevent women from getting such 
important positions as men • The 
probkm[or rcom~n in brocufcastinc is the 
gla.ss ceilinl? Women rise but notto th~ top. 

glory 
sb•ststh's glory days 

a time in the past when someone or 
something was very ~uooessf'Ul • TM 
book focusses on theRlor,• days qf the jazz 
scmt In the early 1940's arid I9SC's. 

glove 
fit (sb) like a glove ;>< 

if a piece of clothJng Jlts someone llkc a 
glo"-e, it fits their bod>' perfectly • J.fy new 
jeans contain LJ,va so they fit like a glove. 

gloves 
the gloves aR! off lllformal 

if the ghwes are off in an argument or 
comvehtion, the peopl" inVllh-ed have 
started to argue or compete in a more 
de terminal or WlPleasam way • She COL~ 
o S«::nd lmeri.Jiew la.ter tllal >wr bul tllis 
time tfu! gloL-e:> IL't!n off Her ex-boss. she 
said. was ·a tyrant and afroud: 

glutton 
a glutton for punishment humor()IJS 

someone who seems to like working hard 
or dolng things Olaf. most people would 
tind unplea.~ant • So as ~ll as o juJt.tJme 
job ond o family to look aj1e1; she's srorted 
taking on t!Loening c/a.ss.. Slu!':s a glu//Qn 
for punishment. thatu;omon. 

gnashing 
gnashing of teeth humorcus 

aflb'TY complaining • Then was mlJch 
fnashine Q/ teeth ouf!r his omission In tM 
England squad. 

go 
go to show (sth) 

if an evlllllt or situ11tion goes to show 
somcthln~t. i£ proves that it is true 
• Cncvcr In oonunuous tenses; usually + 
that) Then art more women. Ill 
parliament now thon e~r lx:fbre. It j ust 
g!H!S to shOUI thDt lhlnRS Ort charJRfng. 
• {often + qu~tkm word) The painlif18 



goat 

wasgonejora u~ beforean.J:·om JJOtiCI!'Cf, 
which on(J1 goes to show how unobwroonJ 
fH?Ople are. 

be on the go l'l[ormal 
to be ver)' busy and active • I've been on 
theao all morn inc and I'm exhcmst«l. 

have sth on the go Briti.$h & Australian 
lt you have somctJililg on the go. It Is 
happeningorbein~produoed now • She's 
got two films on the so. but still finds time 
to spend eL't'r)' weekend with her family. 

have a go at sb 
1 British & Australian. informal to 

eritici.w somoono ll.rlgrUy • She had a go 
at me oL•er br11.ali[ost this morning - she 
said r wasn't domg my shore of the 
horiSt1./JCrl.. 

2 British & Australfan. lrifbrmal to aunck 
someone pli)'Sically • A couple of 1.·/cf.s 
had a co at him as he was /C.(JIJing school. 

It 's ell go. British & Australian 
somethinc that you S<l,}' when you are 
\'ery busy or when lots of thinl!S are 
h.1J)pcnlng arotu\d you • I'uc got an hour 
to do the shopping bRfore I plcJr. lllf! 
duldrm up from school. It's aiJ f/O. I tf!il 
.)'OU. • It was all go in tM OJTU% this 
morning. tMphone neucr stopped rinGing. 

make a go of sth 
1 uuormal if rwo people who arc in a 

romantic relationship make a go of it. 
they trY to make thar relationship 
succeed • Wededdtdtouyand makea go 
Q[ It for tMSOJ.."tJQ[ thuhtidren. 

2 informal to try to make something 
succeed, usually by "'orkin.g hard • He's 
detumined to make a goQ[ lhe bool;.shop. 

goat 
act/play the goat infOrmal 

to behave in a silly ttsy, wmetimes in 
order to make people laugh • tnsecurt 
and lonel;1 he resorted toacti11{f thegQat to 
get people'sanenti011. 

get )'Our goat BriJ.tsh. Amt?rlcan & 
Australian, triformal 

get on your goat Australian, iriformal 
to annoy you • It n?Oll)l gets mY goat wileJI 

people push pas~ rolthout scu•tne 'Excuse 
me'. • The kid n~t;u stops whiTIJ:eing -IH! 
TMily gets on my goat. 
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God 
God rest he r/his soul. nld-{a$hinned 

SQmelhins that you say when )'OU are 
talking about someone '"ho is dead. to 
show that )'OU re:;pect them • My old 
JatMr - God rest his soul - now hs COlM 
drfn'-· a pmt or tu.-o. 

play God 
to behave 8li if you ha~'1! the right to make 
very important decisiolls that seriously 
affect other people's lives • Genenc 
('ngincus claim th(l{ most coWttrics hltr.~ 
alrt.ady put legislation in place t.Ml will 
srop them/rom playing God. 

think you are God's g ift to women 
humorous 
If nman tltinkshc ls God"sgift ro women. 
he thinks he is extremely attractive and 
that all V.'Omen love him • He's the most 
arroRant man I've e1.:'€r met and he tllinks 
he'sCucf'sglfl to women. • Ohfor goodness 
sa~. you really think )'OU're God:~ gift to 
u-omen, don'tYOU! 

God-given 
a God·glvon r ight 

if someone thinks they have a God·Rivcu 
r\Rht to do somctllb\8'. they think they 
should be allowed to do it even If other 
people do not like it • (often + to do sth) 
He scenlSto think he M.s a God·RIL'erl rill hi 
to tell us aJ/ z.dtat to do. 

go-getter 
ago-getter 

someone who hHS a lot of energy and 
confidence and want.<; to sUI::Clled • I 
remember him as ll rrol CQ-Gettcr 
5omeonc who you h-ncro would reach the 
top of u.l/law,.-er prQ[t<SSion M chose. 

goggle-box 
the goggle-box British & Australwn. old­

fashioned 
the television • There are pW.nty of good 
!ihowson thegoggleboxat the moment. 

going 
be going Sfl•re British & Australian 

if something is going spare, you can have 
lt because no one &lse wants it • 'Do ,-au 
want some more ~ke?' 'Yes, if it's 
t:oil'l!:l :;pare. • 



have a lot g oing foe }'OU 

to h;noe many good qualit~ ot· 
advarrtaces tllat wiiJ ml\ke it easier f<>t• 
you to succeed • She'sbou71dtofindajob. 
She's got such a lot golngjor her. 
OPPOSITE J]()( have much going for you 
• Poor thtn/l. *JuJ.sn•tgctnwchgolngfor 
hu reall)( Slu·s neiTher clever nor 
attractive. 

havo SOnMith lng going with sb Informal 
have a ttling going wittl sb iriformal 
ii you ha\-e SOlllethinc soi.ng wilh 
someone. YOU are having a sexual 
relationshiP wilh thctn • SM had 
S()meiJtinR eoiTIJl w1th a guy on tlu! $14/J 
• Larry's obvlimsly hfid o thing going 
with lu!r for Sl!IJt!ral months nOUJ. 

like it's going out of fashion uiformal 
1f )IOU use someUling lik< If'S goil\8 OUt Of 

Cashion. you usc large amounts of It \'llry 
Quickly • t:mma speJrds mcney ltke It's 
ROiTJK our Q/ fas}lion. 

when the g olng gets rough/tough 
when a situation becomes dlfficult oc 
unp!CI!tsant • 1 run the farm on my own. 
but a local boy helps me out whe11 the 
going cets tough. 
if the going gets rough/tough • rm 
spend inc C.hristmas rt~th my family, but if 
thegoiTJKRI!LS tJ>Uglr lmiBIItescope bad; to 
London. 

while the going l.s good rtiformal 
if yuu do something while the going is 
coed, you do it while it u still easy ro do 
• If }'lJI.I are un;sure about ma1rying htm, 
g('t out now l.Chilc t ire cotng ts good. 

gold 
a gold d igger old-fashioned 

a woman who ha..~ relationshl!ffi with rich 
men :so that they will give her money 
• l'm not saying slle's o gold digger; but 
how come all hPr ho:>fri;.>nds hc:t-e bee11 
rich? 

All tNt g llstenslglittors is not gold. 
British, Am~rican & l!Jlsrralton 

All thot glfmrs Is not gold. British, 
tuerory 
something that you say tn w11rnsomeone 
that sometimes pe<~ple or thinJ:s that 
appear attractive have no t-eal value 
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• This film has an all-star ca5t. but all 
that clistfrs n not oold. It fails brrorrsc Q/ 

Us ul!'.ak stcr;! 
like gold dust British & Australian 
like gold American 

if things or people are like gnld dust. they 
are difficult to ~t be-cause a lot of l)(lople 
want them • Tkkctsfor t1w Oasis concert 
wen: tillc ll0lddr4St. IVe were 1·~?a/Jy luck)• to 
get them. • Skilled worlrer:s are like gold in 
the engineering industr;~ 

strike g old ln./Ormal X 
1 to bi!I..'OI111.' rich • Some inll6tor:s luwe 

struck cold inoosrins in airUrres. 
2 to win a cold me<lal C= a round viooe of 

mellll ~rtvcn as a prize) in a sports 
rom pet ition • .Vot since thel964 OJ.ymplcs. 
u.ohl!ll Ann Packer and Mary Rand struck 
cold hauc &~.'Omen's e:c,oocrations been so 
high, 

golden 
golden handcuffs 

flmmcial an:tiJlSements &Wen by a 
company to an important employee 1n 
order to lnfiuence them to stay with t11e 
con1pany • Shareoption:;areojJend toUJp 
ex«utloes as golden hondcujfs. 

a golden boy/g irl 
someone who ls succeS!>ful and admired 
• (often i of) Hmman is thiJ colden boy of 
Briti..<lt tMnis U:Js sooson 

a golden fwtndshak• Y 
a large sum of money which ts given to 
someone when me~' lc~ve a compan~ 
especially if thes' al.'c forced to leave • The 
manager Rot early retlnunmJ and a 
£600.000 golden handsha~ when the 
company was restructured. 

a golden oldie 
a record that was '-cry popular in th<> past 
and that people still know and like today 
• I ll!.ten UJ the Sunday morTling show 
when they plro-· all t1w colden oldies. 

a golden pariKhute 
if an important manager in a company 
has a goiden paraclnrt~ the t'()mpany 
agrees to ghoe them a very large smn of 
money if they lose their job • He itJSisUd 
on a sub.'>l(lJitWI colden paradiUle as part 
of thepack.atfe Wore t.al.inR up the post. 
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gone 
gon• for a burton Brfti.sh, old{CI$hiOncd. 

to be broken. spollod or dt':td • Tlt~rt's our 
qui~ evtlllrtl gtmifora burton! 

b4t gorM on sb iriform.(ll 
to be \'Cry alll'tlcted to someone • S1u's 
really gone on this new boyfriend of hus. 

good 
good and proper mfOrmal 

if so~ne does something cood and 
proper. tht:y do it cum&Jlclcly and with u 
lot of force • Ht worned me off good a nil 
propt~· cifttr 1 kissed hist:irlfrWid. 

Good riddance (to bad rubbish)! 
i11fornwl 
an irnpolitc wa.,v of sayinR that ~'Oil are 
pleRE>ed someone has len • G<Jod 
riddance! I ho~ she ne~r t:onll!s back. 

~good egg oldjC1$hi~l.fd. hmnorol4 
a person with Rood qualities such as 
ki.rld.ness • He's o good cm:, >'Ollr llrorM:r­
he ulslted 1neeven•t.1Qy whi/61 was1ll. 

a good Samaritan 
someone who nies to help people who 
h:lvc problems ;£:J This phrase comes 
from a story in the Bible where a 
Samarltanmanhelpedsomeonewhowas 
Injured even though others v;cu]d nor 
help him. • He's sucJr a good Samaritan. 
He used to go $/lopping /or~~~ gran rd!or 
she was ilL 

~good old days 
If you talk about the good old ~ you 
mean a time in the past \\'hen )'UU bel je\,'l! 

life was better • I wish my grandma 
IL'Ollld Slo{) KOITI/f On abo/It IM Rood Old 
days. • I n the Good old dczys, we used to 
tell stories round the.flrr. 

All in good time. 
S()mething lhlit you say to tell someone to 

be patient because the thing they are 
ellger fur will happen when the time 1s 
righl • "Can ~a open our pr6S4!nls rww?' 
io\11 in good tlmL Lel'S U!Cit till Dadd}> 
comes. 

be as good as )'OUr word 
to keep a promise • Jack said he would 
caU and l1e 1cas as :;:ooa as his won:L 

be as good as gold 
if a ch.Ud 1s as gO<X1 as gold. they bcllll\'C 
ver}' well • 'T11e childTvl were as good as 
ROld to<WJ•, 

a,. as good as new 
if something is as good as new, it ha..., 
either been kept ln the same good 
condition as when it wns ~or repelred 
so th:lt Il LS as good as 11 WM then • The 
extnk»' of the buJidlng hiJ.s bnn resrorrd 
arid iJ now looks as good as IVlLl 

be In good company 
to have done ot" expt>n(moed somcthln~t 
bltd which someone who people adlnl~ 
has Rlf;O dont' or experienced • Don"t 
WU1 f)! Einstl!in did badly aJ. :ill.IIIJOI, SO 

)i'OU 'n in good rompany. 

b4t on to a good thing in/I)'I7TI(Il 
to be in a pleasant or succes.s!ul situation 
• 'My wife dotS all tl~ /u)llsework and 
ooo'-IIIJ!. ·"You're on to a good thins tlrere!' 
• (often + with) lie's 011 to a good thing 
with this chmif)'eur service Ju: ron.s. 

be too good to be true )" 
if snmcthing is too Good to be true. you do 
oot belil'W it can real!)' be as good as It 
seems • Th' job wrned out UJ be tWJIIy 
boring. I lame it ~.~XU too good to bi true. 

b e up to n o good I'I{Ormot 
if someone is UP to no I:D()I), the)' are 
doing something bad • SM thinks her 
husband has been up to no good btlo~ 
she fOund lung blonde heirs on his jacket. 

for good Rritish. ArMrlcan & Australian, 
informal 

for good and all llmuican, informal 
forever . rm leaving tor good tills timt. 

for good measure 
if you do IIOITlethingor add something for 
good measure. you do it or add it in 
addition to something elso • In lOday's 
proeramme we have a /ltll ~port on 
ltxfay's top football matches, wilh SOIM 

cricket and athldlcs thrown In for good 
mewsure. • 1 swept thnjloor end polished 
the mble, and tlt«l. /or good meosurt. 1 
de(U);.'t/ the Wl!tdcWS. 

giw• good • you get trvormal 
to bo scrong and con11dent euo~ to 
ltWNlt pt!Opfe in ttw 11am11 way that thO)· · 



1S9 good 

treat )'OU. ea;pecia]l)· in an argument ora 
fiGht • WhM )IOU are a croman u;orldng 
with a I« OJ' m.tn, )'00 haDe to be abk to 
gfveosgood as p;u Ref. 

have a good head on y()ur shoulders 
to be dco."Cr • You can tntst Laura with the 
money - she's !JOt a 1Jood h£ad on her 
slwuldUs.. 

have a good mind to do sth ill!onllal 
1f you say you have a good m ind to do 
something, especiAlly to punlshsomeoue. 
you mean that )'OU would like to do i l and 
might do it, although )'OU probably wiU 
not • I hatvt a Rood mind to rwort you to 
the lleadi'MSU!r ./Or p/C(.)•ina tntant 

have had a good innings British & 
Austra.lian 
to have had a long and acmre life or a lons 
and sue<:cssful l>erlod of time in a job 
b In cricket, the innings Is the time 
\\'hen one team or player is batting 
(e bitting the ball). • J'ue had a good 
innings but mynld heart i.~ very weak now. 
• Rc's had a good innings 0$ club 
pr~tMIIl. 

have It on good ;~uthorlty 
to bellC\'C that a piece of lnformatiou is 
true beca~l.<;e you trust the person who 
told )"()U • (often + that) I hlwe it on good 
autllority that we're about to be git'4!n a 
pay incrMSe. 

hold good 
if a statement hold!l good for something 
or somecme. lt is true of that thing oc· 
person • (often - fol') The saying 'good 
thinRSCIJ1lU! in small JX~d>ases' holds good 
for this excellent miniature TV set. • It 
loob as thouRh my predicliolls/or sncw ar 
Christmas an> lloldi.ng good. 

If sb knows what's good for them 
if you S~zy th11t !lDmeone will do 
something if they knc,w \\'hat'S guotl for 
them, you mean that they ahould rio th11t 
thing o1· else something bad miF:ht 
happen to them • You'll obey III.Y orders if 
you know whtlt's good for you .. 

make (it,) good American & Au$trol/an 
to become successful or to achieve 
somethinl: you want • The film's main 
charaaer L~ a poor llle~:ican boy rc./10 made 

it {fOOd in Chlf:ogo. • He'll make good. 
you'll see. He IJ.IOrics hard a11d J.;noros what 
he's lifter. 

make good on sth A metica.n & 
All.strallcrn, Informal 
to givo back money that you owe 
fiomeone, or to keep a promise to do 
something • I want to make good on tllat 
loan 1 eotfrom.Joon. • Tom made good on 
his promise to paint the living room. 

put in a good WOf'd for sb tnjormal )( 
to try to help somf'()ne achieve something 
by saying good things about them to 
someone with influence • (sometimes + 
with) I'm applying/or a job tn )IOUI' cff~ 

CouJd )-'CU puJ 111 a good wordftr me wuh 
your boss? 

stand sb in good stead 
if an experience, a skill. or a 
qualification will stand you in good 
stead. it will be useful in the future • She 
llo[J«l that being editor of rlu! school 
111Cgazlne would stand her in Rood stead 
/Or a career in)oumall.sm later an. 

t..ko sth In good part British 
lf you take clitlcism or jokes in good 
pert, you are not u~t or annoyed b}' 
them • His friends lJUd to call him ·Hig 
Ears' bm lw took tt all in good pan. 

throw good money after bad 
to spend more and more money on 
som<'thlng that wlllnc-ver be succcssf\u 
• lnL~~'tors in the project began to pUll out 
0$ t~ roo;liSl!lf ~·wert? simply throwing 
cood monP.y cifkr bad. 

too much of a good thing 
if )'OU h8\>e too much of a good thing. 
something plea~nt becomes unple$3nt 
because you have too mucl1 of it • 1 Jelr 
sick after I'd eaten all those chocoklus. 
You can have too mucll Q/ a good thinll. 
• All chis auentio11 she's gettl.ltS rould 
proue to be too much of a good thing. 

tum/use sth to good account/Or111Cl 
to usc somolhing to produce good results 
• S1M turnPd ller natural Cllriosily ttJ good 
accnunJ by becoming a deti!Clioe.. 

You can't keep a good man/woman 
down. humorous 
something that you say whiCh means that 
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a pea'SOn with a strong character will 
always succeed, even lf they have a lot of 
problem~: o When they sacktd her. w 
simplY Slt up a riool company of htr own. 
You can't kup a good twnuur down.. 

goodbye 
lcisstsayiWave goodbyo to sth 

if you say goodbye to something, you 
accept that you will not have it any more 
or U1.at you will not get it • You can say 
goodbyt to >•our £10. Tom mwr repays llis 
debts. 

good-for-nothing 
a good-for-nothing 

a person, usually a man. who 1s lazy and 
<loesnotdoanything useful • Tlwtman i:; 
a crook and a coodfoNwthfng. 
good-for-nothing • Where~ that good­
for-nothing hustxznd of mine? 

goods 
yout' goods and dlattelsftlrmaJ 

all the thinss that belong to you b This 
1s an okl legal phrase. • Jim arriuedaltM 
flat with all his [!oods and chauels pack«l 
into tu'O shopping bags. 

deliver the goods informal 
come up with the goods infomml 

1C someone or something dolivers the 
gOQds, they do what people hope they will 
do • So far the team's new plD:yer hDs 
failed to dcliver the goods. He hasn't 
scored in hisfUSlFa--es~s. 

goody-goody 
a goody-goody 

someone who tries too hard to please 
people In author!t:r; es}lec1ally teachers 
or parents o Sondra's a rwl gocdy-good>•­
alwoys dOing extra homacork and 
oniuing f.arly w hssQns. 

goose 
cook sb's gooso itiformal 

If you cook someone·s goose, you do 
something thnt spoils their plans and 
prevents them frOm su~lng 

o DisgnmJI«l (!ntp/oyees cooked 

Blaclclcdce's gooS#! t>.>• leaking pritoaJe 
docurtumiS 11> rhe pre.ss. 

kill the goose that faY$ the golden egg 
to dnstroy sontcthing that makes a lot of 
money o Jf .)'OU tell }'(JUT sMT'es now. ycu 
could be kiJUng the goose that lays tlu! 
goldmegs. 

What's sauce few the goose (is sauce for 
tho gander). BrlrM Alnlrrlaln & 
Australia,, old-fashioned 

What's good for the goose (Is good fw 
the gander). American & Australian. 
oldfa.mioned 
something that you 811)' to suggest that u· 
a p."U'ticul.ar tYJ)e or bella\iour is 
acccpt;lble fOr one pcrso.n. 1t should also 
be acceptable for another person • Q 
your hu.<iOand am go cut with hls friends, 
thm SUTPI:p you con go out with )IOOrs. 

Wllat's sa~ for the goose is sauce for the 
::andcr. 

gooseberry 
play goos.Mny British. humt>rous 

to be \\1th two people who are tuning a 
romantic relationship and who would 
prcl'cr to be alone • Yes, thank )"'U. I'd 
101,-etogow thednema, (j)•cu two ore sure 
you don't mind me plo:>•irr!: gooseberr)! 

Gordian 
a Gordian lcnotformal 

a dililcult problem lb ln an old ston: 
King G<>rdlus of Phrygta tied a 
complicated knot which no one could 
llU!ke loose. tmtil Alexander the Gt-e<ct 
cut it with his sword. • Homclcssncss in 
the inner cicles l!as become a real Gordian 
ktwt. 
cut tho Gordian knot to deal with a 
cllillcult problem in a strong, simple and 
eiTeeU\'e \\'a.>' • There was so much 
fighting t>etwer:n SlQ/i she decided to cut 
the Gordian knot and :sack them a iL 

Gordon Bennett 
Gcwdon Bonnett! Brltts11, ol<lla:shtonRAJ 

something that you say when you a~ 
surprised, shocked., or angry ~ This 
phrase was originally said In ordor to 
fi\-oidsaying 'God'. • Gordon Benn.etl! The 
mortgagerore's{!Onellpagaln! 
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gory 
the gory details humorous X 

the interesting details about an evll!lt • 1 
hear )'D!Itoont ~with swart. I want to 
lleor all the gory details. 

gospel 
tho gospel truth X 

the comolete truth • 1 didn't row:h your 
sttno. arr.d tllol's the gospel trull1. 

accept/take sth as gospe l (truth) 
to bclie\-e that something is colllJ)letelY 
true • You shouldn't accept as gospel 
everythtng you read in the 1U!W$papcr$. 

grab 
o grab bag American & Australwn 

a m.bctW'C Of different types of things 
• (on en -t oO Airli11es are Q/Jcrlng "grab 
bag of discounts, olr mll~s and car rentals 
toaNract custoi'Tiflrs. 

grabs 
up for grabs tnjonnaJ )< 

if something ilo up for grabs, It Is 
available to all!;'One who wants to 
compete for it • We'l.~ cr>t $1()()() tq) t or 
grabs tn our new quJz. All>Ym lzat'4! to do 
ts call this nurnbu. 

grace 
fall from grace 

to do something bad which makes pl!()ple 
in authority stop liking you or admiring 
you • W11e.n a celebrity falls from grace, 
J.My canj!nd tJ very di/)1cult to get roork in 
telP.r;ision. 
a fall from grace • He used to be one of 
the president's do5e5t advisus bf:/ore his 
fallfromgroce.. 

There but for the grace of God (go 0. 
SOrnt>th \ng tbllt }'OU AAY whi<'.h nte:ll\.~ 

something bad that has happened to 
someone else could have happened to you 
• When you hear about all the..~e people 
r.cho 't'6 lost an t/U$ mOneY. .)'OU can't help 
tlltnktng tl~ere bur [or the IJ1"aCe o[ G()d 

goL 

grade 
make the grade 

to succ~ at someth inl!. usually be(ause 
YQUC skills are good enough • (often 

negative) He r0012/M to get in1o medical 
school but he failed to make tile grade. 

grain 
~ groin of truth ~ 

a small amount of truth • There's a grain 
0[ tmlh In what she says buJ it's greo,tzy 
e.Ya{lgera!i!d. 

go •aainstthe.,_.n 
if' $0methlne tbat you &ai 01' do ~ 
e.calllst Cbe grain. yOU do J)Ot Uke ll8,)1ne 
or doinS II and it is not wba ,-au~ 
••ally U(V « .do • 11 goa ogr I r 
1/fYlbJ for WiUlGnl 10 adlnJt IMt hit$ 
INOflll. • l donY lhinlc $hallka 10 prtlJ$1 
.... Itgo.·-!?:~~~~_.:.~ 

grand 
the grand old man of sth humlJrotlS 

a man who bas been Jmoolvcd in a 
PIU1icular activity for a long time and is 
known and respectro by a lot or people 
• It was In this pl4)l tluJJ he formed o 
double act with that other grand old man 
Q[ the &rfin theatre,&rnhard MiMtti. 

grandmother 
tNCh your grandmother to suck eggs 

Brlllsll & Australian 
to cive advice to someone about a subJect 
that they alreiK\.v know more about than 
you • You'7'C teaching )'Our· gmndmother 
tf) suck eRJ{S. Ted. l'uc bwn playing this 
game since bqforeyou wert! born! 

granted 
t.bsbforgrMted 

10 DOt &bow that you .Jih entd\11 to 
SCID1eOlle l'br helpiug yotl or tllat you are 
happy lhQJ aro with you. often beal~ 
tbb)' haW htJ.IMldl'OU Ol' boon~ you 10 
on. • Ontr qf ,.. ~ UJiJh 
~ i6 1/rtJt q/ti#r tl lllhlk )'014 

~~--~~~h~~~~~J 
take sth few granted 

to expect 50melhing to be avwlable all the 
time atld forget that you~ lucky to have 
it • We take so man,y· things for granted tn 
this country - Uke having llot u;·otu 
u•henet.;·e.r we need U. 

take it for granted 
to hl!lieve that something ls true t\'itltout 
first thinking about it or making sure 
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thatlt istru.: • (usually+ that) rd alu.Y/1!> 
seen tJwm togethn and just took i1 for 
granted rJI()J tM>· were marrJM. 

grapevine 
hear sth on/through the grapevine 

to hear news from sumt!one who heard 
the news fl"<ml twmoone cll;e • (u&4Jally + 
that) I hoord on the crapevine thct she 
urat> p~gnant, but I dcm't know an,ythifls 
more. 

grass 
a grass widow humcrous 

a woman who spends a lot of t!me apart 
from her hushRnd, oft~ ~USE> tM> Is 
working iu another place • 'I hear Steve's 
in Jo'/orld.aagain.' 'Ye.s, l't-e OOf:omeagrass 
widow ever slnce he's had this new job.' 

The grass is always greener (on the 
other side of the fence). 
something that you :;ay which means that 
other people always seem to be in a better 
s ituation than you. although they may 
not be • And when I fuwen't been ootfora 
while r stare roerwy MtrUJ1n wlrhher great 
social life. Oh VXll. tr~ grass Is a/W<JJ."S 
greener. 

the grass roots Y 
the C>t'dlnan• people in a SQCiety or 
political organization and not the leaders 
• (often+ oJ) The feeling oml)llg the ifroSS 
roots of the party is that the leaders a~n 't 
radicfJl en(mgh. 
grass-roots • (always before noun) He's 
popular enough within Lhe leadership 
but he doesn't have much grass-roots 
support. 

not let the gran grow under }'Our feet 
to not waste time by delaying doing 
something • We can't let the gra~ ffrOW 

wrdu our fret - we '1..'6 reo{6• got to get. 
going with this prqject. 

grave 
dig }'Our own grave 

to do something stuPid that will cause 
problems fur you 1n the fUtute • He's dun 
his OU7l erat'tl rtaJty. (f he'd ~n a bit 
more cooperative m t.he first pl.ace tl~e,y 
mJghl Still emp~p hJm. 

turn in }'Our grave Brlllsh. American & 
Australian 

turn overlspin in your grave.Amuican 
1f you say that a. dead person would turn 
in their grave, )'{)U metn t.Mt they would 
be very angry or Uplll!t about something 
i£ they knew • She'd turn In h£.r IJlYl!Xl f/ 
t>M I.."TTttW u.ohat hll was spendinR his 
inheritartC£ on. 

graveyard 
the graveyard sllift 

a period of time late at nisht, when 
people !lave to worft, often in hospitals or 
factories • I'm IIJOrldnR tile grm;cyard 
:>h(/1 this wetJr. 

gravy 
the gravy train 

an activit.y trorn which Jl«>plC make a lot 
of money very quickly and easily • A 101 
of ptOple thought thzy'd [fet on the Rravy 
train in tlreeichtie$and 171lli..1!Some mcnzy 
our Q/ property. 

greased 
like greased lightning old-fashioned 

if someone does something like greased 
lightning. they do it very quickly • I 
meJttlllnt:d r.oork llJid J~e was out Q/ tht 
room ltkegrtas«lllgltlll#ng. 

9"'asy 
a greasy spoon informal 

a small. cheap restaurant which mainly 
serves fric<l food or a low quality 
• There's a gre&y spoon on the corrwr qf 
hi:; street whe~ ht usuall;• has brealr.fasr. 

the greasy pole JJritisJt & Australian 
the attempt to tmprovo )'Our posltlon &~t 
work • His asctnt up tJu; ertaS>' pow Q/ 
academic advancemem was remarkabO• 
(]UUk. 

great 
Great minds (think alike). humorous 

sometrunc that you say when someone 
&~ has the same idea as you or makes 
Ill~ srunc su.gge<Stlon • 'lo\o?t.>• don't u.~ UJke 
a walk be/Drt dinner?' 'l was just going tc 
sa,v the same tl1ing. · :4.h. great mltlds think 
alike. . 
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the great and the good llumorous 
important people • Tile move toti-wd a 
mon democratk state will Jt()t be 
unit.-ersali)• welcomed by the grl!llt and the 
eoo<l. 

be going great guns 
to be doing something very !IU<:ces-'lfully 
and quickl>• • 1 krww he IUtd a litilc 
difflcully at til£ sum Q/ tile course blt11le's 
going great euns nom 

be no great shakes [Jlj'onnal 

to not oo very good at doing something 
• 1/e was a Vli'J')' creative cJW but no J{l'eaC 
shakes on the rrtJJna&ement side O/ 
business. 

Greek 
It's all Greek t:o me. informal 

something that you say when you d.o not 
Wld<!l"Stand somethlng that 1s written 
or snid It:::. '!'his phmsc comes from 
Shakespeare's pl.~ Jutills aw.sar. • I've 
trled NMJdlnll tlwmanwl but tr's all Gr€ek 
tom€. 

green 
be green about/around tile giUs 

humorous 
to look ill. as if you are going to vomit 
• HeuJOSoutdrinkin~: lasrnish1, was he? I 
tlwught /le looked a btt fll't'i?Jl about tile 
gills this mcmiflll. 

b4 groen with e nvy X. 
to wish very much that you h311 something 
that another person haS • Sharon's going 
qff to the ~ut/J Q/ Fmncl!for thrw wet>ks 
and U'(J're alJiP·~-~.>n witJl em)}t 

g ive sblsth the green light Y 
to give -pennission for someone 10 do 
somethl.ng or for someth.lng to happlln 
• (often + to do sth) They'~;£ jws.l been 
ctven the gn."e..l light to build two new 
supernwrlcets in the n."gion. • (often + fu) 
The lccal prefect has gitoen the grem light 
to tlledamat Serre de/a Fare. 
get the green light • (often- from) As 
soon as tee get the green li.g11t from the 
rouncil u't'll:;tart building. 

have green fingers Brltlslr & Austra/Jan 
havo a green thumb American 

to be good at keeplng plants healthy and 

making thCl~ grow • I'm Q[raid I don't 
hm.m ::rcP_n.flngcrs. J've killed 1'./..'i'J)J ptnnt 
l'ce e~Wr owned. • I was just admiring 
.)'Qilr bec.utiful p/anJ.s, Helen. You must 
ha~Je a, green thumb. 
g~on·flngorod British & /lustralltm 
green-thum!Md American • There's 
pknzy of raWall from winter tllrOlJRI1 w 
early spring. uihld! nuJ~ It popular with 
grt?Rn:flngend gardenf!I'S. 

greener 
greener pastures 

a better or more exdUng job or place • A 
lot of scientislS are ~king greener 
pastures abroad bec<UlSe of tJ~e sc.arciry of 
opporumities at lwme. 

green-eyed 
the green-eyed monster humorous 

the f~ing of beil'lgjealous • De you think 
hiscrlfici~msof ,fack an {.oafid or is l t jws.t 
a roSe of the ifreen-eyf!d. mam;ter? 

grey 
g rey matter British &Ausrralian, V' 

humorous -'\ 
gray matter Amel'ican, humorous 

your intelligence • It's an enterla(ning 
film but itdo<>sn't exactly stimulate tlzeold 
grey matter. 

a grey area British &All.•trolian , 
a gray area American 

a. subject oc problem that people do not 
knov.· how to deal with because there are 
no clear rules • The kgol diffi!I!!JICe 
bctu'41M negligenc:R. and reckiessncs.'> is a 
bit of a ~mY area.. 

grief 
c;ome to grief 

to !!Uddenly fail in what you are doing, 
oftt!n because you have llJl ac.cident • The 
Italian champion was in second positton 
when he came to &riif on the t11ird lap. 

glv• sb grl•f informal X 
to crlt1c1zc someone an~ily • Don't give 
mec.nygrl~ - rtJedoneaU/can! 
gC!t grief irr{ormal • I've /xl(!n gettJne a 
too.ct of grkf Qff Julie because I come 
/1om£ I au la.s1 night.. 
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grim 
tho Grim Roa,per Jiterar.>• X.. 

Math ~ Death is sometimes thought of 
as an old man with a large cun•ed tool for 
cuttjng Cl'<lps. • Wilen tM Grim Re/.lper 
cortU!Sfor )>OU. then's no escapi11ft 

hang/hold on like grim death British & 
Austra/lll1l. /.njormal 
to hold something vety tlgh~ usually 
bec.au..~ you arc frtghtenOO that you will 
faU • Dwren a/WGJ'$ dril.'e$ the bikil and I 
sil behind him, hanging on like grim 
death. 

grin 
grin and .,ear it 

to accept an unpll'as:mt or difficult 
sltuanon bec!lu~>e mere is nothing yoo 
rnn do to impt'<lvo it • I dQn't want to 
\Spend rhe w!lole t~et1d U:<)rklng but 1 
pWJSs l't.J}usr heme to grin aiUl bear lt. 

a grin like a Cheshire cat 
a very wide smile ~ The Cheshire cat is 
a ehal-acter in Lewis ca.rrou·s book Allee 
ln v,1:mderland and Is fatnou~ for its big 
smile. • I jU$1 presumed he'd got the job 
berolls.l he ux:1lked in here with a grin like 
a C.heshirecat. 
grin lil<e a Cheshire cat • (usually in 
continuous tenses) W./ulc lulvc ycu got U> 
look so ltappy about, wolki11g round liere 
grinning/Ike a Cheshire cat? 

grind ....... 
g rind to a halt/standstill , 

If an organJ.z.atlon. S)'stcm. or: process 
grinds to a halt. it stoPS working, usu.1D.y 
bccau..ote of a problem • If tlle Cl)mpurer 
lleJwork CI'(Js./ied, rhe rcf10le offir£ would 
grind 10(1/la(L 

grip 
be in the grip of sth 

to be cxper1ellcl.ng something nnpl~asant 
tl1at you havo no control over • The 
counay Is cwmstly ln tlte grip of 1M 
U<(Jrst l"'!t."'!S$f<>n.for tuV!n()• yoors. 

get a grip (on }'Oun.'cll) • 
to make an t!foct to control your 
emotions and beha\'e morernlmly • Come 
en. get a grip, u.oe·~·e got a11 importaru 
mc.eting tn fiL--e minutes. • I just tllink he 

ought to Ret a 8rfp on htmsel/ - he's 
behaving lik2 a child. 
k~ a grip on yourself • I was so a71J!I'Y 
I CO!Ildhauehlt hfm- /rt!(fllyh(ld tolr~a 
grip on m:>•sett 

have a grip on sth 
to have control over something 
• Certcinly in tlze first half Engi.arui 
didn't s11em tO have a grip on lh.e game. 

lose yom· grip 
to lose your ability to control or deal with 
a situation • He was losing his grip at 
work and Jmew it u;as t/.Jtw to retire. 
• (often T on) Jt suggests that the ruling 
party is ltY.Sing its grip on the middle 
cla$..~l'S in somf! of I he bigc~· citks. 

grips 
come/get to grips with sth )< 

w nt~ l1tl efforr to un(lel~d and d~l 
with a Jltohlem or $irnat ion • Tt'$.ftn111R.1: 
pn~O.f t:f the 1f0171'.l'Til/111U'$jaiiUJ-e tO gllJ to 

criPS with trro Q{ the rW>st important 
soclallssues of aut tlum.. 

grist / 
(al l) grist to the mill British. American& 

AUstrallan 
grist for your m ill Amllrltan. 

something that you can u.~ In order to 
he.lp you to succt!ed • A.~ an actor. aU 
C.\perience is grist U> rhe mill. 

groove 
be (stuck) In a groove 

to fecl bored beca~ you are d.olng the 
same thin~ that you h1we done for a Ions 
time • nc nez..'t!r dD all)•thing e.-.:ctting any 
m.Qt-e- we seem to be stuck in a/J/'fXIIJe. 

be in the groov& 
to be having a \'ery swx:essful period 
• The earlJ• nineties u.oere di/fu:ult for 
Carlton but he's bacl\ in thccrco~ c:c<ri11 
with o ncm hit sri'S. 

ground 
be thin on the groUnd British & 

Australian 
if things or people are thin on the 
ground, tbere are not ntan~' of tl\cm 
• Bears are getting rat.Mr Jl!in on the 
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growld In Euro{J«Jn forests. • I get tfle 
lmprrzsion r.oorl; 1$ o bit thin on the 
ground at the moment. 
OPI'OSJTE be thick on the ground Rrltlsh 
& llrlStrolian • Troclilional English pubs 
anlllrckon the ground in thl..~arca. 

c:ut the ground from under sblsb's feet 
to make someone or their ideas seem less 
good. cspeciall)• by doing something 
before them or better than them • 1'he 
opposJrliN1 cJaim€d tod(ly'sspeech was an 
UU«!IIlpl CO <'UC Ll<t! CH)l.llulfl Ot/1 Ulldrtf 

cluirftct.. 

drlv•/runlwork YOlU'selC Into the groW~d 
to work so bard that )'On become very 
tired or Ill • He'll nm him~ Into the 
ground if hedoesn'ttakesvml!timl!cff. 

gain ground 
if a political party or a belief gains 
t:muntl, it lH!<:clmi!N l1lOC"'! popular or 
accepted • (often in continuous tenses) 
11le Republicans are galnins arouncl in 
the somhern stems. 
OPPOSITt lose ground • (often+ to) Rectnt 
polls suggesJ tllat the gournment Is fast 
losing ground totheeppositwn. 

get (sth) off t .he ground 
if a plan or activlt}'ltCIS off Ute ~n-ound or 
you get it off the ground. it stru·ts or 
sucoeeds • The scheme should get o/f the 
Ground t0l£0.1'ds the end Q{ th i.,<; p;ar. • 11/ot 
more public SPending will be TWJuired to 
gel ell is prQject o/1 tJ~e l(rOlmd. 

get in on the ground floor 
to become lnvolvcd in S()mctlling from 
the beginning • I t Is poltnttally a t.WJ' 
lucrative ITUJI"ket and those UlfW get tn 011 

the grounil floor might weU make a 
fort lUll!. 

give ground 
to Ch1mi!O your opiniOn$ or your cklmands 
in 11 dis<:ussion or argument so that it 
becomes easier to make an agreement 
• 7'/te di$pute Is set to ccntlnue for some 
time as neither t>ide ~willing ro git.-e 
J(round. 

go to ground 
to hide • (usually+ cdv/prep) She!OW'Id 
thi! constant medfa attention lntoluabl€ 

o.ruJ u..,m to ground in France tor a Jew 
months. 

hit the ground running ITUllnly American 
to immediately work very hard and 
suceessf\llly at 8 new activity • If ~Jected. 
t fre)' pro mi...~ ro hiJ tile [(rOund rmmirrg 111 

ti~Jr ft~'tfew u~ks of off~. 

hold/stand )"0\U' ground 
1 to rel\.ls~ to change )'Our opinions or 

behaviour. even if other people try to 
force you to do tl1is • The union sJood irs 
ground In negotiations desplti! p~rure by 
management toacr:eptapaycut. 

2 to refuse to rno\'e backwards. especially 
when you are bclng attacked • The small. 
poorly armed balld of guerrillas stood 
their ground against an ()Verwhelminl; 
attackingfor·ce. 

on dangerous ground 
if you are on dangenms ground, you are 
talking about 8 subject which migllt 
UPSet or offend people • The author is on 
dan}lerous ground wl:m h<J starts 
crltictzmg modi!rn women's litero/Jin. 
• She S!!IISI!d she I.IX2S tread ing on 
dangerfJJlS grol.Uld rdu!n her /aJher 
began to look r·athcr onrw)•ed. 
CII'I'OSIT£ on s;:~fe ground • You'll be on 
safe ground lf you ask htm about his 
childhood. 

prepa~ the ground 
if you prepare the around for an acti\'itY 
orasltttltlon, you do something that will 
help It to happen • (usually ~ for) Tlte 
leadn's (j both t:mJntries are preparing 
the ground for n!!gotlations which m ay 
letld to petzu. 

run sb to gro...,d British &t Australian 
to find someone after searching for a long 
time • Chlnes.e deWctJvt!S toll him to 
grol.Uld lr. a Shang hal n ight dub. 

run sth Into the ground 
to treat somethlns so badly or use 
somethl.ng so much that you dC!Stl'Oy it • I 
laarwi hu my car for 6 month$ and sh.e 
ran it inro tMgrouncl. 

run Into the ground BriJish & /w.'1.lra/ ian 

if .something such as an activity or 11 plan 
runs lnto the ground. lt falls • The talks 
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ron inUJ tile ground because tlw CCIJS4tfire 
was broken. 

shift your ground 
1f you shift your groWld in an argument 
OT a discussion. you start to express a 
dllTllrent opinion • He s impossible to 
argue with because he keeps shifting fns 
ground. 

sb's stampinglstomping ground 
a place where you regul&TIY spend a lot of 
time • I spent an (l[terTUJCn in Ounden. my 
old stompl iiiJ ground. 

sultSDtla•n•tM ....... t¥Jrmtll 1 
if ~SUitstilliiidle down to tbe 
~ if'".ulbt fhem J*lftdlll usaa1ly 
bees-' it Is ~far diem • Sh1 
bo JIIUIB chUd so UltJI"'cing from home 
suiJ.s hlrdorm lbthlt,ound. 

wish the ground would swallow }"Qil up 
to wish thn1 you could disappear because 
you f~l very ombarra.ssed • El,<ery,'One In 
the room IC<IS sJaring at me and 1 stood 
tllere wishing the ground would SJ.calfow 
me up. 

groves 
the groves of ac.ademefonnal 

universities 01' edue<~tion • After a >'oor's 
rrooo1ling in South America. Jock 
~n...'CI UJ tJu groves Q{ ac:adt!me to t<vu:h 
Spanish at Cambridge. 

growing 
growing pains "'><.. 

the pn>blems oT difficulties of a nev.· 
on:anization oa· activity • Eum higll~· 
su~ul buslnes&s wJII har;e 
t:<l)ertenced grot;;J.rtg pains In the early 
dO)I$. 

grudge 
bear a grudge 

to oonllnue lO feet angry or not friendly 
townrds someone wbo has done 
something lo upset you in the past • She 
got the job I oppliedfor; belt I'm not one /() 
bear a grudge. • (sometimes + against) 
He still bears a IJrudge aeainst her 
hcroww w ~used to f10 out with him 
years ago. 

grunt 
grunt work American, ill[onnal 

hard work that Is not ''ery interesting 
• Her job was nothing nlarrwrous-a lot Q[ 
grunt work drafting agreements for others 
tosJ&n. 

guard 
be on (your) guard 

to be can!ful to avoid being tricked or 
getting into a dangerous situation • 1~1 
I !lat-e to b€ Otl my guard w it/1 her because 
sh£'s aJI.IJa)ostrylng to gel Information out 
of me.. • (oi\cn ... against) Shop assistants 
must always be Otl guard against 
shoplifters. 

catch/take sb off guard ' 
to surprise someone by doinR or saying 
something they were not cxpectJ.ng • One 
Q[ the larger airlines caught its rivals off 
Rtlard :.oeMe.rda:.• by SUlldenu• announcifll! 
a cut in fares. • WJ1cn they ash'(/ me to 
babysit. I was taken Qjf guard and found 
nwself agredng to Jt. 

drop/lower your guard 
tD stop being careful to avoid danger or 
difficulty • Once he knew I lJXJ.Srl't c 
journalist, he dropptd his guard and t!.LVYI 

let me take a photograph Of him. 

guess 
bo anybody's guess X 

if a pieee of lnfonnation is anybo<ly's 
guess. no one knOws il • Why IJ«ky ll!ft is 
aJTYbod.>•'s guess. • 'So what's going to 
happen nowT 'That '6 anybody's~:uess. · 

YoW' guess is as good as mine. informal 
something that yoo sa.}' when you do not 
know the answer to a quCSUon • ·JJow 
rong de you think tht.s)ob will take?' 'Your 
~lsasgoodosmine. · 

guessing 
keep sb gu.sslng 

if you keep someone guessing, you do not 
tell them what you are going to do or 
what will happen next • The clever (ln{/ 

complex plot kept the audience guessing 
r ight up to the ~;uperb final twi.'11. 

guest 
Be my guest. 

something that you say in order to give 
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• 'Can I use your toilet, plea$e!' 'Be my 
8UR$t.' 

guiding 
a guiding light/spirit 

someone who influences a person or 
group and shO\\'S them how to do 
something successfully • She u:as the 
fcxmder Q/ the compan)l and for Jorzy 
yean Its guiding light. 

guilt 
a guilt trip triformal ) 

a strong fccllng of guUt • 1 'nt on a guilJ 
trip about Mt visiting my parents qten 
enoogh. 

send sb on a gultt trip British. infonnal 
lay/put a guitt trip on ~b Arru!rit:an, 

in/or mal 
to make someone feel very guilty • I'm 
tired of em<iro1mwnwlisL~ u:ho put a guilt 
rrip on tht! rest Q/ us tor catlSing POilurton 
with our life styles. • She's senl nw on a 
Rttilt tJ'ipabout my trtarrnml Q/ Stmen. 

guinea ...... .,.., 
if liOIOO(lne iS u!IC<'I a.ot a guim!a pig. new 
ideas oc products are ~ on them 
• They~ lookingfor volUnteers to oct a1 
gu1nta ptgsJor a new AIDS oocdnt. 

gun 
be under the gun mainly AmPriron 

to feel anxious ~use you ha\'e to do 
something by a particul11r time or in a 
particular way • A/'s unclcr the gurl tQ 

decide by the end Q/ the month wlwtlwr to 
mot.'C wiJII hJs r.om/XliiJ\ 

hold/put a gun to sb's head 
to use throats to fOrte someone to 110 what 
) 'OU want • Ma.11a4>emer1t are holding a 
gun to our heads. If U'f! don't behave we'll 
me our jobs. 

jump the gun X 
ro do something too soon, esDCCialls 
without thinkinF: caref\Uly about it /t:J If 
somoone runul.ng ln a ra~ jumps the 
gun. the)' start rmmlng before the gun 
has been flrOO to slart thu race. • He 
slwu.ted at me lxlfore I had time to explain, 
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bm tater he apologised for )umpli'IC the 
gun. 

gunboat 
gunboat diplomacy 

1f a country u..<oeS gunboat diploma~ it 
uses the tllreat of military force to make 
another countr)' obe)• It • Gunboat 
diploTTUlC)' /.sa dangerous option tn tluagc 
Q/ n~~t:./.ear woopon.s. 

gung-ho 
gung-ho irifom1al 

too eager to do somet.hi.ng. often w1thout 
thlnklng about the risks lm--olved 1n a 
sltuatioo • Our new :talesmllfl Is rather 
gung-ho.. • rm Ml Sl.l re I appror,-e Of my 
bank's gung-ho approach to lending. 
be gung·ho about/for sth American. 
illfOf'Til(Jl very interested 1n or excited by 
SOITI(!tbine • He's bten .eunx·ha {or'{ootball 
ever slrlcehe plcu'f!d in lligh-scJU>ol. 

gunning 
be gunninv for sb 
1 illformal to try to harm or defeat 

s.om~one • The coach has been cunning 
for me from the cia)• lioi1Uid tlw team. 

2 ilifonnal to su:pport someone • lVIIicll Sld(] 
will}'Oubegumlin{J/or in the elutions? 

guns 
spike sb's guns 

to spoil someone's plans I!:::J rn the p.a.sl 
soldiers put spikes(= thin. polntoo pJcccs 
of metal) imo their enemies' guns m 
order to stop them working. • The African 
runTU!l· spiJ.-.,>d her Rlms, overtaking her in 
tlte/lnal mlnuu. 

stick to ynur gwts British. Amet icon& 
Au3tmlion, illfonnal 

stand by your guns Antwimn. in}ill'mal 
to refuse tn r:turn:e ~ ideas although 
otbel' people try to make you c:llaaBe 
them tb U a ~ sticks to bis guns 
he continu• to shoot at the eneJJlJ' 
• David's family ~ ogrinst him 
~ em QC:f()r but IN stuck r.o Ills 
lfUM. • Stand by your IJUII$ fl1ld don't,_ 
thfm talk you lniO worldltgftdlttnlei/}'OU 
dDn't WQIIIIO. 
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with ~·our) auns blazing 
all guns blazfng 

If you do somctltl.ng, e.spcelally arguo, 
with guns blaring, you d(l it with a lot of 
forte and energy • Tlu boy:S mother 
o.rrWed at the sdlool. all guns blazing, 
furious tJwt her son hod bwl susperukd. 

gunwales 
to the gunwales old-fashl«u!d 

JI somct.hin3 ls flllod to the gunwal~. 1t 
is very full ~ A gunwalt ls the t()p part 
Qf the side of a boat. • The room was 
packed ro the gunwalls with food Md 
crates of wine. 

gut 
a gut feeling 

a feeling that you are certa in is right, 
even If you cannot explain why • My sut 
fr;eJing u.oa.s that she u-as lying. 

a gut r.actlon } 
a reaction that is based on your immediate 
feelings about someone or soJncthi.n,g 
• "'hen a tragl!dy lil<;e thls hoppetiS, I think 
petJple:~ gut read ton is anger and a desire 
rojlnd somoone to blame. 

burt a gut Wormal 
to work very hard or to make a big effort 
to achieve somethJng • I really bust a gw 
tO Cet that reportjintshR,d M dmR. 

bust a gut (laughing) 17l[Otma1 
to lal.lgh& lot • I bustagwlaUBhlngat hls 
imitation if the Que>m. 

gut-bucket 
a gut-buckot informal 

someone v.ilo is very fat • She Introduced 

me to ho son who was a real eut-bucket 
with /.aUQOS all over lzis amiS, 

guts 
hate sb·s guts lliformal 

ta hate &Omeone • I hate h~ Slits for 
treatingmy sister so badly. 

have your guts for garters British. 
tnjormal 
If you say that you will have someone·s 
guts for garters, you mean that you 
intend to punish them very severely • q 1 
cmdl ycu smoking again I'll ha~'e ycur 
guts/or xartos. 

slogfsweatlwortc your guts out informal 
to work very hard or t o use a lot of effoM 
to do somctlling • You'v-e got thi:; 
u:cnder/Ul man slogeiey his l{UJS ow for 
you. and a/l>'(}u do- lscrlttcize him! • After 
IJ.torking his g uts out at the gym. he spoiU 
It all by going stralghJ to the pub, 

spill your guts American & Austrofian, 
informal 
to tell someone all about yoursel£ 
especially your problems • Whydtlpeople 
rake part in these shows and spiU their 
guts on comtro in front of tJ studio 
llUdJmc#? 

gutser 
come a gutser 
1 Australian, Worm.al to fall while you are 

9t"'llki.ng or runnillg • I was in a TU$h. 
tripped and came a curser on the sup. 

2 Australian. informal to fail at something 
• Paul's too conflt!Mt for hts own good. I 
hope M tlotsn't come a eut.ser. 



habit 
kkk tiM habit inJornwJ V 

to stop dolng something tl1at ls difficult 
to stop doing, especiall)• taking drugs, 
smoking. or drinking alcohol • N" coffie 
fl)r ~. thanks.. rm trying to kick the habit.. 
• ~she still smoko?' 'No, sJur kicked the 
habltacoup~qfyearsaRo.' 

Why break the habit of a lifetime 1 
R1ltish & Australia.n, humorous 
something that you SIIY which means that 
you do not bell eve that someone will s top 
dolng something bad that they have dono 
all thelr lives • 'I must stop wrllilllf my 
es..<ays the night before the dealllfne. ' 'Wh,y 

break the habit o.f a Ufr:timeT 

hackles 
r-aise (sb's) hacl<Jes 
make (sb's) hackles rise 

to annoy someone I!:J Hackles are the 
hairs on the back of a dog's neck which 
stand up when it is angry. • The 
politician~ frank inlervlew may Juwe 
raised Mckles In hts party. • The movte's 
pro-uxu message mtJdl? ma~U~ ~'s 
hackles rise-
sb's hackles rise • She spoke I(} me as if l 
was about tJUneen and t/elt my luzcklt!S 
rise. 

had 
have had it 
1 l11{ormal if you say that if someth ing 

M,rlpell."> someone hs.c; had it. )'OU mMn 

that the}' will die ot' they will fail in what 
they arc trYing to do • Whm they run out 
Q[ ammunilion, they've lzad it. • The 
course ts /wrd, and if you con 't f(Jre that 
fact. you 't.-.? hnd tt. 

2 fnformal to be tired or bored w it11 what 
you are doing and decide to s top 1t • I've 
had it/or today. Let'H:o home. 
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3 ltiformal if something has had it, it is so 
oamaged It caDilOt be repaired • I think 
this washing machine's 1/IJd it. 

have had it (up to here) Informal 

to be so angry about somethm.s that }'QU 

do not want to continue with it or e\'en 
think about it any more • I've JIIJd it! 
.£.'rom now on they can clear up their own 
mess. • (often + wlth)/'t't'had 11 up to here 
with lawyers! 

hail-fellow-well-met 
hDII·fellow-wcall-met old:foshwnro 

a man v.·ho 1s hail·follow.wcll-rnet ls \lery 
friendly and pleasant. on.cn 1n a way that 
you do not trust • He was a hall.ftlww­
well·met sort Of a man who'd greet )'OU 

wiJ/1 a big slap en the back. 

hair 
not a hair out of place 

if someone does not have a hair our of 
lll&£e, their appearance is v-ery tidy • She 
was immaculaJe os et-er, not a hair ouJ Q[ 
place. 

a hair shirt 
if someone wcBrs a hair shirt, they 
choose 10 make their life unpleasant by 
not having or cxpo1· iencing anything that 
gi\'eS them pleBSIIre • I don't tl!lnk )'OU 

llal.'t' to p'Ul on a hair shirt ill order to be a 
socialist. 

tfle hair of tiM dog (that b it yoy) 
an alcoholic drink that you dtink to cure 
the pain 1n your head that was caused by 
drinking too much alcohol the nlght 
before I!:> In the past people believed that 
if yo11 were bitten by a cruy dog. the 
i.njucy could be made better by putting 
hairs from the dog's taU on it. • It was 
earl}' In the rnornfnl? and CaJherlne 
reached for her glass. 'Hatr Q/ the dag?' 
aske.d Lee u.ith a smile. 

c.url sb"s hair American 
make sb"s hairo.Jrt American 

to frighten or shock someone • TM seem 
where the guy Jollor~s her into the 
apartment curled my haiJ: 

got In sb's hair informal 
to annoy someone. especially by being 
ne.ar them for a long period • 11arry 



hair-raising 

usually kf'lps the kids occupiat so riley 
don't Rel mn~:Y heir wMk I'm C()()l;lng. 
OI'I'<ISm out of sb's hair • 1 don't can 
w~re *is now. She'$ out of nl)l/wtr and 
that 's all that maliN'S. • I was hopln8 
JomiSWCUid takt fM ladslC tM perk for a 
coopleQf hours Just to Kilt lhrm out of my 
holr. ("' stop them annoying mo by 
taking them 8W11Y) 

a hair's breadth 
a very small d istance or amounc • Enemy 
forces ore wltllfn a hatr 's br~adt/1 of tile 
elf.): • We w-t~-ea flair's brtadtll ou'O.)i/rom 
Rttlill/l cauRht. <=we were almost c.\\Uthl) 

harm a hair on sh's head 
to hurt somc-onc • (often ncgQtlve) Ht! 
adol"t$ tJw. g i rt - he IOO/Jldn't Juzrm a hair 
on /ler hcacl. • U he 10 much as l1arn~ a 
hatronJ~rllead.luxm't bertsponsible/or 
my actiottS. 

let )'OUt' hair down 
to relax ancl enjuy youn;elf without 
worrying what nther people w ill think 
• It's 11ice tu let ~·uur hair rtuwn onCII in a 
tdlikond goo bit wild. 

make sb's hair stand o n end 
to make someone feel very frightened 
• The thought of jumping out Q/ an 
llt:roplan.e make$ll'I:Jitair stand orr end. 

pullltHr your hair out 
to be veey· anxJouo; about something 
• (oft.o!n in roratinoou.o; lenseo!i) I'~ INcn 
marirr& my hoir out 11')-in;: tn get tkjob 
finished on~. 

put Nli r(s) on your chest humorous 
if you sm· that food or drink will put hair 
on someoue's chest. you sncan that lh.c 
food wW make them strong and healthy 
or that l.bc drink Js \~alcoholic • Hen. 
hcrc;e a su1Q: Of rllt:<. T110t sl rould pU11uzir 
011 }YXJT chest! 

not tum a hair 
to not show any emotion when )"'ll are 
told something bad OT when something 
bad happens • I was exp«ting her to be 
jlJrtous but silt didn't tum a hail: 

hair-raising 
hair-raising 

\'cry frightening • Driving thi'OU/lh the 
moumlllt~ ~~~sa hair-ralstn,g txptr!Rnt:f!. 
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hairs 
split hairs 

to argue about whether dc'-lls th:~l ;~rc 
not important are QXactly correct • 'She 
mrrn lhrre ti~ u;lwt I turn.· ~ualf,n 
It's mort lrJ.~ two and a haiJ' 'Oh rtop 
wlittim: haiJ'3!' 
h"'"'$f>fitting • 1 dult't haw ow-:~ much 
poJicn« Wllh all this kllal hcJtr·sp/lltlne. 

halcyon 
the halcyon days litl'rary 

a \'elY h~PY or successful period in the 
past b Halcyon days are t"'O weeks or 
ROOd weather dunng the WUlter wbeu the 
~-s an 1M short".sl ln 1M year • (ofl.cm 
+ of) SM nrolled the halcyon dczys Qf 
childhood. • Thalu:as m the hoiQ'Ofl do,:. 
qf 1~ 1980's when t~ economy lUI$ 

boom.inJJ. 

hale 
hale and hearty 

an old person who 1s halo aud h11a.rty ls 
s till very healthy and strong • At 'l'i It# 1$ 
~ and hearty. getting up at sue Otl(>ry 

morning to u,oaJI:; thne mills. 

half 
not haft Rriti$h & /ulslroliM, illfvmnl 

sometlunl: tllat }'OU say in ord.ct· to 
emphasize M ol)inion or 11 statement • He 
didn't Ita(/ eat a lot. • She lsn 't Ita(/ brow. 
}'tJUr sism: 

HaH a loaf is better than none. 
somclhmg that yuusa)' whKh mcaru; t l Is 
better to take what you are ofl'Clred, evon 
1f lt Is less than )'OU wanted, hecAtl.~ It Is 
better than nothing • I only ROt half she 
rotary rise I asl';edfot; but 1 lOOk il O'U-'WOY 
on the growJds tllat hall o l()Qj Is betltr 
tl!OJI none. 

not be half b ad Jn.formol 
1f something is not half bad, it Is cnod. 
often bettet· than you thol i.Rht it would be 
• Actuall)l. we had dinner thert and u 
u-asn 't ha.lf bad. 

be haH the battle (won) 
to be the m ost illfficull part of a prOOl'Sil 

so that on~ you ha~ completed thas 
part. )'OU ha\'e almost succ~e<l • When 



)'W'rt traming a dog. geUiJJg It to trust 
)'Oil ts half the battle. 

be half the [dancer/writer etc.] }'OU used 

to be 
if you are half the dancer, wr iter etc. you 
used to be. )'Oil are mucll le.>s good at 

dotnsz somelhine than >·uu usad to be 
• SM's IID(f the tenms-plDyu w u.5('(l to 
bt. 

sb's bottor/other Nitf old-{ashioMd >-.. 
someono·s husband or wife ur thl! JA!rSun 
with whom they have a romandc 
rclationst\U> • I should tJun.k 3.3Q on 
UWbt&'aJ will btfull bul I'd bnlercheck 
wllll m.y other luzf.t 

have half a m ind to do sth 
1 somelhhJ.81hat you say to a child who you 
an~ threatening with pumshment • It's 
thf second tunf thiS molllh I've COlJ.Bhl )'Ou 

smoking. !'roc hrtV () mlnc/1<1 rrwrt you to 
Jl'aw· ponmts1 

2 If yon ha\'8 ha lf R mmrt to tell someone 
somctlun~ unpleasant, you are ~t)' 

seriously thinking about teUins them 
• l't'f ho(f a m ind to Ull her to nru:rl~ 
tht u;l/o~ rtporl/ t ·s so bad. 

have half an ur on sth 
to lasten to Mlmethlng \\'tlhout Cl'•ing it 
all your attention • 1 had hall an ear on 
thnadw as ht lroS' talkiiiR UJ me. 
listen witt! half e n N r • I listened wl!ll 
half on tcr as 5M exp/aln#d what rhe'd 
burr®~~ 

have/keep half a n eye on stlVsb 
to watch something or SOmt.'One without 
&i\o'inc them alhourattention • I hod /toll 
an r>'r orr the TV ullllt I was ~t~rltLng m)• 
ldttr • Sht ktpl half an eye on the A-ids all 
tllm1'8" m1r ronw~-rlllon 
with half an eyo on sthl sb • I or~ my 
lunch Wllh flo/f an ctl'P 011 1M clock to 
make swv I didn't miss my tram. 

how the other tle~Jf llvos 
how poopl~ who are much richer than 
you li\o'e the ir IIW$ • A$ the POPIIlnril.)J Q[ 
SUcll t111J80Z.IMS tesl/hl prop/e al"e alU'O)~~ 
cw ·ious to soo llmr t11e orl1cr half lives. 
• 'They spend su;o or three mons/is of the 
summ~r on a luxury J:acht In the south Q[ 
France.· 'How the other half /lues.'' 
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not know the half of it fnjonntJl 
have not heard the half of it I mformal 

if someone does not know the half or lt. 
they know that asituatJOO l$ bad but the> 
do not know how rod it lS • Tom's not 
happy u'ith the situation and he doesn't 
t'tl01 know the half of It! • 'I heM )ou ·re 
having a fe.w prob4-nas wilh the llCW KIOI' 

:4 few prrJilkrm? lou h4Lrn 1 htard l.ht 
lwffof it!' 

Not hatft/Jritish &AustraiiOn.lfl/ormal 
something that you ~· whon you aarro 
stronSJy wattl somcthiof: thal has Just 
been said or you arc keto to accept an 
offer • 'Do sou fancy a drink, thm'!' 'Not 
hall!' • ·JJe's a n~ooking bloke,lsn 't he?' 
'Not half!' 

That was a [gamelmeai/INalk etc.) and a 
half! injormtJI 
something that you say about so:methlng 
that wa!io very surprisinR. wry sood, ot· 
took a lot of time • Tlw.l U.YISIO walk and a 
hal/! lin cxf1austrd. 

half-arsed 
haff..arsed Hriti.o;h, wry iliform(ll 
half-assod American. vtry u![ormal 

a bal.f·a.rsed attempt to do so:mctlllng 
lacks energy and enthusiasm • I made o 
lwlf-czrsed Ol!empt to write t11e 
illlroduclion ond then w>?m back UJ btd. 

half-baked 
hatf-b;2kod Wormal 

not thought about or planned c.arerull>· 
• It was just another ha(fbali«< scheme qf 
his- it was neL-er goln.g to «.-crk. 

half-cock 
go off at half-cock ohi{ashionPd 
go off half-cocked old-fashioned 

to swloonly ~;:ive your oPinion w ithout 
preparing what yt>U are saying or 
ttnderstandJng the subject you 11re 
talking about. often because you are 
angry • You don't. listen. You just go QjJ ot 
half-cock wit hoot fuen hearing the tnd Q[ 

lll.)l ~ntence.. 

half-cut 
bo half·cut Drltish & Allstralian, old­

/ashimlf!d 
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to be drwlk • He wcw Jwf.{-cut bQo~ he 
et;en got to 1M party. 

half-dead ) 
be half-dead Informal 

to be very tired • We'Ve been u;'O.lking all 
day and I'm lwl!-dead. 

half-hearted 
half-hearted 

a half.hoarted attempt to do something 
la(;kll effort and enthusissm • l made a 
haJ[./~earted atumpt to start a 
convt7"$(ltton wllll him and tMn ga'OO up. 
half-heartedly • A few p«>ple at the back 
applauded IICI{fhecutedl;~ 

half·mast 
be at half·mast British, llllr»orous 

if someonc's trouscl's are at half.mast, 
they are too short • His htJ(}' was dirty 
and his trOU$~r:r at halfrTI4St. 

halfway 
a halfway house 

something which combines the qualities 
of two different things, oflen something 
which is not as good 11s either or those 
things on their own • (often + between) 
ll 's son Q[ a JICI(fway house b€twem 
classical music and pop. 

meet s b h alfway 
to show that you really want to reach an 
~l:~m~ul Ul imtJt v•~ ) 'UlU 1 ~b•tiuu:;loip 

wltlt someone by doing soml' or the 
things that thsy ask ~-ou to • I real()• W<lllt 
this relationship, Slmbn, and l'rn 
prepand to UN:Jrk at it buJ )OU h.ar;e to meet 
ml! halfway. 

half-wit 
a h.aff .wit i1![orm.al 

a stupid oerson • Some halfwit had filled 
the kellle too ftJl/ and waur spilt om 
everywhere. 
half-witted • l hope sM's 11()/, bringing 
th.aJ halfwitted brothu of hers. 

halves / 

not do anythlng/tttlngs by halves I' 
if you do not do things by hai\'CS. yoo 
alwa~:s mako a lot of effort and do things 
\fet"Y well • ·1 didn't mUse JIOU wue 

decorating IM tohol~ ho~' 'Oh. r« don't 
do things by halves round here.· 

ham-fisted 
ham·flsted 8riti.'ih 
tu11m-h.anded American 
1 lacldngsklll with the hands • I hoped )IOU 

u;'l!ren•t watchint: my ham-fisted attemprs 
/.0 flet the C(lke out of 1M t in. 

2 h1cklng skill in the wa.Y that )'OU deal 
with poople • Tile repcrr. crlticJus the 
ham·ftsted U.'aJ! in which complaints arc 
d''Cllt with. 

hammer 
be/go at it hammer and tongs in{onnal 

tudosomething, e>;peciall>· to argue, with 
a lot of energy or violenre • YOll :rhnuld 
harw. heard last night's argunwnt they 
UCJ"e at it IICimmer and rongs rtll Jour 
O'clock tit is 1/lllYilillS. 

c:o~go under the ham met' 
to be sold at an auction {;:. a public sale 
whe~ objects are bought by the people 
who orrer the most money) • RQrh 

collections will come 1mdcr tlw hammer 
and are expecled to make £1m at Pl!illips' 
m London nl!xJ month. 

hand 
hand in glove British, American & 

Australian , 
h11nd and glove Amt:rkun ")'-. 

If one person or organization is woridng 
hand in t)O\'C with another. they are 
working together; often to do SOITlt!thing 
dishooost • lt was rumoured ol the time 
thnt S()mf! of thl! gangs U'I!Yil working hand 
in gklr;e with the police. 

hand over- fist 
If you make or lose money hand over !1st, 
you make or lose large atnolmts of It \'ery 
quickly • Busint.ss was good ami we uYJre 
makiiiR rmmey hiJnd over ./iSl. 

The hand that rocks the cradle (rules 
the warfd). 
somethina that you say which ~ 
women are very powerful bee!lu.~ they 
have most influence over the way in 
which children develop into adults • The 
article claimed tltat most Q{ tlu world's 
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dicJators had VfTY domineerln/1 moth~rs. 
You know what thty ~. tiM hand tlla~ 
rocks ~~cradle. 

b e in hand .t 
if 11 pl!ul or a ~>itwltion 1s ln hand, It is 
being dealt with • The arrancement.sJor 
the party are all in lumd so u;u don 't niMd 
to IJJ(jrr)' about tiUJI. 
have s th in hand • Afler days Q/ rlbti~~R. 
thl' troopr tUJW luwe the sltualton in hand. 
( = are dealing with the sltuatlon) 
take sb/sth In hand to $tart to deal with 
someone ot· SQmething that Is causing 
probl~ms • Tl!etr )'()WUfest cllild 1W0ds 
taking in hand, if you ask me. 

be on hand 
to be near and ready if ~ • E>.tra 
supplies wm be on lu:uld, should tiW)• be 
lliided. 
tlave sblsth on hand • (ofrect + to do stl1) 
The new stcre has extra staff on ha11d to 
hel.pcustomerS fXJck tlietr sMpplne. 

b ite the hand that feeds you 
to treat someone badly who has helped 
you 1n some way, often someone who has 
prov1d.ed you w1J.h money • Ut1ving the 
compaey aj'l£r they 'LY spent tJtree )'ears 
training )IOU up- it's a bit like biting the 
hand thrJt/et!dsyoiL 

d os./near at hand r 
very ncar • To Jzavca/cw basic shop.« and 
servk:es nearatharu:J isagrC(Ilthing. 

<:ome/go cap In hand Brllish. American & 
Allstratinn 

come/go hat in hand Aml!rlcan 
to ask someone for lllClrn!Y or help m a 
wa,y which makes you feel ashamed 
• (often+ to)lbad togo cap In hlllld tom» 
parents again ta ask for some moll(): 

a firm/steady hand on the tiller 
It someone has 11 fii'm hand on the tilk!t; 
they h:lve a loc of control over a s ituation 
Jb A tiller is a lOlJ,Rband.lewhlch is used 
to control the dkcctlon a boat travels. 
• What peopk want ts a president wttll o 
firm lu:md on the tiller. 

force sb's hand ;? 
to make someone do something or to 
make so1nconc do something sooner than 

they want to • I'm sure tiiCJ' dcn't want to 
reduce tlzc pr~ fRd if you threnten to pull 
out of the sale tlwtrnigllt/orcecheir hand. 

get out of hand 
if a situation gCtS out~ hand. it cannot 
bet controlled any more • Thlng$ got o 
liitle nul of hGnd at the party and three 
tl'lndOW$ W!!l1! broi."Cn. • fn my first Ff!Or aJ 

colJw-drl~ ~0 birout,. hand. 

give a 
to help someone do something. esp..ociBUy 
tiOfllOth1ng that i.n\uvc:s plu-sk:al effort 
• (nfbm + with) Could you give me o htmd 
with the:it' box.¢ Miket • Lft me knc.Lc 
IJJMn yOU're nrovmg and ru gn,..,_ )'OU a 
lwnd. 

go hand in hand '>(" 
if tW'O thinl:ll co hand in hand, they e.xlst 
together and are connected with each 
other • (often + with) Dime usually ~s 
lumd in lland u.'itl1 poor ccoJWmic 
conditions. 

hav• a han d in sth 
to be involved in something • 'l'he palo· 
l.MS basit:ally Kim's idoo bur I t flink Lisa 
had a hand In It tao. 

hold sb's hand 
to sull()Ort someone when the>· are doing 
something diffi.c\tlt or fl:ichtenm~; by 
being v.1th them • 'I'm dreading giving 
that tolk.' 'You'll be aU riRIIr, l'lt be r~r~ 
to hold J'{)ur hand..' 

INou have to hand It to sb 
somcthJJJJ! that you say which means that 
you adnure somcone's achle~-ement or 
you admire a quality in someono, e\'UI If 
}'Oll do not admire ovor ythiug about that 
person • I don't especially like tm man, 
buJ >I(JU. ' IJI! got ta 1wltd I t ro I1Jm, he's 
braue. 

keep your hand In 
to practise a skill oC\cn enousdl so that 
you do not lose the sklll • I do a bit Q/ 
troching new and then ju.sl. tu k~ep my 
ha.nd in. 

lay a hand on sb 
lO hurt someoM • 1./' >'Ou lCly a 114M on 
lw I'll nparl pou to the pollee.. • (often 
negative) I mt-er laid a hand on Mr. 
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lend (sb) a hand 
to help someone do something. especially 
somcthl.ng that 111volvcs physkal e:Cfort 
• CQuld :;ou lend me a hand with these 
boo!.'s? • He's alUJq)•s- wtfll.nR to ltmd a 
hand in tile kircJwn. 

live (from) hand to mouth /X' 
to llA\'C just enough n\oncy to live on and 
nnthing extra • M>• father earned t.'t!ry 

little aucl there Wt>re/our Q[ us kids so U:i! 

lh•edfrom hand to mouth. 
hand-to-mouth • (alwa.)'s befor& ooun) 
Lou; wa11e:s mron a lland-to-mouth 
existence/or mall)• ~op/e. 

outoflulnd X 
1f you reftlsc something our of hand. you 
refuse lt completely wlthout thinkmg 
about u or dlscussb\g ll • ~·~ttcr;lng UJ 
Lmdon is certainly a pos.~ibilil): I 
wouldn't dismiss it out of hand. 

overplay your hand mainly Americon 
to tty to get more atl\'antages from a 
situation than you are likely to get • I'm 
going to askfCJr promotion but l think it 
might be ov.erpla,ylne my hand to ask to 
UXJrk.fowerhoursaswell. 

put your hand in your pocket 
to give moner to charity ( =-on;:anizations 
that collect money to give to poor people, 
ill people etc.) • People are more inclined 
to put their hands In their pockel.s to h£/p 
childrm. 

put your hand on your heart 
1f you ca11 put your l1nnd on your heart 
and say something. )'OU can say it 
~wing that 1t ls the truth • J cou/.dn 't 
pl.lt my ltand on mY heart and SQ)' l"d 
ne1;oer locked at another man. 
hand on heart • Are you telfing me, hand 
on heart. rhaJ ;;'Ou hat•e neL<er read 
a.n>•one's prlooremau? 

raiso your h11nd agelnstlto sb 
to hit ~mconc. or to threaten to ltlt tlletn 
• l would neLw mise my Jurnd agcrinst a 
child. 

show your hand 
to tell people your plans or ideas, 
especisll,y if you were keeping them 
secret before /!:> When card players show 

their band in a game Of cards. ther show 
th c other players the cards tll.C)• are 
holding, usu.e.Uy be:ca.use they cannot 
continue to play the came. • rm a /)it 
reluctant to show m,>• hand aJ this stage in 
rheprfXX:f4incs. 

throw in your hand British 
t<> s top doing something because you 
know you cannot succeed or win 
b When card players throw In their 
hand. they put all their cards onto tbe 
tahle ~u.~ the>• know that they will 
not be a hie to win the game. • I know it ·s 
unlikely tllar I'll get the job but f'm not 
gotn.g w throw In my Jwruljust yet. 

t ip your Nnd American 
to let other people know what you are 
plannJne to do • (often nelfa11vc) 
Rumours still abound about Saling's next 
project but the actress has so far rej'usw to 
tip her ha.nd. 

try }'Oltr h;and at sth X 
to try doing sometblng for the first time 
• I might try m)' hand at a biJ. of Indian 
cooking. 

turn your hand to sth 
if you say that someone could tum their 
band to sn activity or skill, you mean 
the~· could do it well altlmugh they have 
no e.\.']'Jericnce of it • l'm sure ;T'IJlt ro111d 
tum ;vour lland to a bit of wriJing if ;vou 
wantfd. • 8tella's very ralentt.>d. SMcould 

turn her lumd to an:>•tlr iJ~/l. 

walt on sb hand and foot 
to do everythihgfor someoJte so that theY 
dn not have to do anything for chcmsel\:es 
• He just Wl'ltltS a u:oman to wait on llim 
hand andfcot. 

handle 
fly off the handle informal 7 

to react in a very angry way to something 
someone says or does • lie rro.lly~w QjJ 
the handle when l $ugge.sted s•>lli;Jg thf. 
house. 

get a handle on sth lnfonnal 
to find a way to unde.rstand a situation in 
order to control it • We ne.ed to Rel a belte1· 
llarullum rhl3e/lectscj dimawchange. 
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hand-me-down 

a hand-me-down )< 
a piece of clottang that used to belong to 
an older brother or sister and is now 
worn by a yoUO£er brother or sbier 
• (usually plural) As (I child I troS always 
dN.ssed in my sister'slland-mc·d()U;ns and 
I longed for somerhinp,new to wear. 

hands 

sb's hands are tied 
lf someone's hands arc tied. they are not 
free to behave in ttle w11y that they would 
like • I'd like tc raise people's salaries but 
my hands arc ued. 

a ll hands on de'k 
a ll hands to the pumps 

sornethtng that )'Ou say when evenoone's 
ltclp is needed. especially to do a lot or 
work 1n a short amowtt of tilnc • lVe't-e 
got tc gel all this cloored f<P before they 
(lJ"rit-XJsoit'salt IUJnd.Hm deck. 

be in sb's hands 
to h~ dealt with ur oontrolled b)• sorncono 
• Tm arrangements for ll!e parl)l are now 
in Tim's haruls. 
leave sth in sb's hands • So, Sue, 
regordutg the 110rcl booktn/ls and so on. 
can I leave all tJUJt In ~-our h4nds? 

be out of sb's hands 
1f a problem or decision is out of 
sotne<lne's h:mds, they are not 
responsible for lt an)' rnore • The ccurt 
will decide ht>u; much money you get- thf 
decision is out of mu·llnnds. 

can't keep your hands off sb illformal 
if )·ou can't keep )'OUr bands off someot'W! 
you ore bavlng a sexual relauonshlp 
wltb. you touch them ven· often bcca\JS{> 
you feel very attracted to them • They 
can't keep their l1ands off l'nrll mlwr. lt's 
cmbarrassiiJR 10 be in tllcircompalt)l. 

chango hands 
to be sold by socneo11e nod bouGht by 
another peNOn • The lwlel ll((s changed 
l• ·n !stwbstnc.. !!Jul. 

dirty yollr hands 
to becoml.' involved an bad activities that 
might spoil other people's opinions ()( 

you • (usually negative) 1'he ro)Vllfamily 
don't usually di11J• their l1ands wirh 
polilk:s. 

fall into sb's hands 
if something falls into the hands or a 
dangerous person or an enc~: the 
dangerous person or enemy starts to own 
or conn·ol it • There were concerns t/ult 
tlu! wropons m~ghtfall into the hands qf 
tm-ori.'i/s. 

get your hands d jrty informal 
to involve yourseli in 11.1.1 parts of a JOb, 
including the pans that are unpleasant. 
or in'I."Oive hard, practical work • Unlike 
Other bosses, MS not a/roid tO get his 
/larutsdtrownd tile men like t11al ir1 hi1fl. 

get your hands on sb Informal 
if you ~y you wiU kill someone wh1m 
l'OU get your hands on them, l-'OU mean 
you will be very angry w!th them • Yuu 
walt tU/ I get my lland$ on mr - I'll ktll 
her ! 

get/lay }'0\lt' hands on Stll :./ 

to succeed in obta.l.n!ng somethmg • As o 
kid I read tm}1hlng l could ley my hands 
on. • lf you CIX?T get your hands on o copy. 
I'd love rohat--ea look. 

have sth on }'OUr hands 
lf )'OU have a d.Ul1cult slh~<'\IIon on yottr 
hands. )'Ou haw to deal with It • U tl1e 
JMltceoonyon lllrethts. rl~.ey'llhovea rmt 
on their h4nds Wore lorlfl. • Wuh /o!lr 
kids 1 :suspect size's got I!TIOugh on her 
hands. 

have your hands full X 
to be so b\c.)' that you do not have time to 
do anything else • (often -t domg mh) lt ·.~ 
no use a.skin::Aiitx/or hq/p, slle's gozll*.r 
hondsfu[( lDoJ..ing after the kids. • (often 
with) Right nou; l't.-t got my hands fUll 
with IJ"paralklns./Or the contermce. 

keep your hands d ean 
to a~·oid becoming im10lved in any 
acti\•iti~ which are bad or illegal 
• Politicians con leave tl~ lie.~ a11d smr.ar 
campaigns tCJ journalists and keep tlleir 
own hands clean. 
have clean hands • The country's /C!adcr$ 
11W$1 be seen to haw clean hands. 
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off sb's hands 
if someone or something is off 
someone's hands. they are not 
res()Ollsible for them any more • l'L'IIIJOI a 
lot Q{ frrodom now the ktds are off my 
hands. 
take sb/stl1 off sb's hands • I'm willing 
to take the kids ojf )'Oitl' h(J.IIds for a few 

IIOUI'$, if you need me tc. 

play Into sb's hands 
to do so1uething that gives someone else 
an advantage over you. altholll".h this was 
110t your lnt~tlon • ll we a11ow u:rrori$s 
to disrupt our llt.oes to lhat extent we're just 
playing into their hands. 

sit on your hands 
to do nothing about a problem or a 
$ituation that noo& ooallng with • El.lei'Y 
c/czy the crisis worsens (md )~t tile 
got~mm(Jllt :w>.nlS content to sit on lfs 
hands. 

wash your hands of sb/sth 
to stop being involved with or 
responsible for someone or somclhing. 
usually because they have caused too 
many problems for YOU • l should 
imagi11e he couldn't watt to u;osh Ills 
hatlds Q{ the whole project. 

win (sth) hands down 
to v.·in easily • She u.'OII the debate Jlllnds 
dcwn. 
beat sb hands down • Tlu! ~t time tu.: 
phu•ed squasll he beat me /lands dOUHL 

'WI1ng Jt'OUl'hands 
to show that you are v-ery sad or anxious 
about a situation but do nothi.ns: to 
improve lt • Tt'snotenoughft>r us tosta11d 
by and wring our 11011ds- u;e'vegot towk~ 
action. 
hand-wringing • Unril ~ly, rhe 
pmblemhasbeenasubjectformurhhwui.· 
wringing and little else. 

hang 
hang (on) In there Informal 

to continue to try to do something 
although it Js very dlfficult • All 
relatwnshJps eo WOIJ8h rough tbnes. You 
}usl har;e SC~Jttm.g In there. • Just hting on 
in tlU!re. The physical tral.ning is wug/% 
but it ·s tuorlh iL 

hang a left/right American. ilt{ormat 
if you tell the dri,oer of a car to hang a 
tell/ right, you mean rum left/right • You 
flcltiR a Wt a! ll~ gas station and then 
drive straight ahead/or tree miles. 

and hang the cost/expense 
if you say that you will do or have 
something and hang tllc cost. you mean 
that you will spend whatever is 
nece-.<sat'}' • !thought .fer on£t In our liues 
Ia's troot ourselves roaJzy weU and hang 
1M cost 

got the hMg of $lh in.{rlnRDI 
to suceood ill lellrning how tn do 
80methlng after pracdsfng it • Nter thne ' 
lAW» l6 ILUng thi:~ CUinpu/e I think ''" I 
ftnoJ/y ROl IM /tango{ it 

le t it all hang out IJifom~at 
to relax aru1 do or sa.)' exactly what you 
want to • WJun rm on lw&kzy l UJu w I~ 
itctllllang out. 

hanger-on 
7 a hanger-on 

a person "'ho S]lends time witb rich or 
important people. hoping to get an 
advantage • (usually plural) Wftf!n!IJE'r 
t/l.lre is RO)'Cil.>l IMre will always be 
llltngers-on. 

hanging 

be hanging over you 'v 
be hanging over your head • \ 

if something ts hanglng over you. it is 
causing you tO worry all the time • He's 
got flnanclal wcrrtes hanf(irrx over flim 
too which can't make l(fe an.; .. easter. 

hang-up 

a hang-up 
a f~llng of sluune ot· wot'lY about 
something in :;our app~oc. your 
behaviour, or )'Our past. ~pectally OM 
that other people do not wtderstand 
• (often + about} I thtnk Melanie's Itot a 
blt of a llang-11p abou.t her lack Q{ 

educmlon. • TheEt181Ssh ar~ nororlclls/or 
tl~lr S'e..YWI IUJ71R•Up$. 
be hung-up • (often + about) Why are so 
n1a10· women lumg-upabout their bodies? 
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hanky-panky 
hanky-panky old-fashioned 

sexual activity, especially when it is 
secret • It was alleged tliat all kinds of 
llank)-wnky wem on in the prcsidem's 
oJ]ice. 

happy 
a hiillppy accident 

a pleasant situation or e1.-ent that is not 
planned or intended • We net.w ~ 
to ~ a lhtrd cJrtuJ - St u;tJS a happy 
acridml. 

a happy hunting ground 
a place where you can find exact!>• what 
you want ~The happy huntinJ: ground 
.... -as a Native American Will' of referring 
to heaven. or where they went when they 
died. • Fleo markets lliY a happy hunting 
ground f or P«Jpl# lOOking [or antiques at 
good pria.s.. 

a happy medium X. 
a Waj" of doing something which is good 
because it avoids bci.ns 6ll1cemc • (often + 
between) IVhat.>'OU IIXlnlfrom a llollda..v 
Is a happy medium ~n actiL'ity and 
nla.xotion. • rm either extrtising (I}l the 
time or I'm doing rwtlling but I can 'l seem 
to find a h appy medium. 

the happy event htiiTWrOIJS 
the birth of a child • .<;o when an they 
expedinc the happy eiX!nt! 

not be a h;)ppy camper Brltl.sll & 
American, hmiWrOfJS 

not be a happy bunny Brit ish. humnrous 
to be annoyed about a situation • Her 
compUl<'1" croslled an hour ago and she's 
lost a mcming's u-ork - sm's rwt a happy 
camper. 

be llS happy as l.;lrry/a sandboy British 
&. Australian 

be as happy as a dam American 
to be very happ)' and to have no wattles 
• IVe marr/M nl~ doys qfter we met. and 
three :r-eaN on U.'l!"n happy as I.arry. 
• Since lle"s ~Men at c:ollegt he's a.<: happy 
as a clam. 

happy-go-lucky 
haPPy·go·fudcy 

a happy-go·luch"Y person is happy all of 
the time and does not worry about 

anything • Ire struck me as a hapll)··~ 
luckY A·iJ1d Qf lfl.O'. 

hard 
hard f eelings 

anger towards u person that you have 
ar-gue-d with • (usuaUy nesative) It's very 
rare t.llat r:ouples brtak up and tMTf! are 
no hard [etllngs on either st.de. • So ~·re 
fr~.ncls. a[Jain, are we? No hardfeeling:a 

ha rdgoing X 
difficult to do or \Ulderstand • It u;as a 
g()()(J o:>urse t>ut l foulld tt lturd cotnc tn 
parts. 

Hard lines. fb·llfsh & Australian , tnformol 
so~thinc that you S8)' in order to 
express sympathy for someone • ·r fatlC(I 
my driving test again. '1/ard lines. • 

hard to swallow '><' 
if somethwg that someone says is hard {0 

swallow. it is difficult to believe • lfoumJ 
ller stoty ra~r hara to $WOllow. 

the hard stuff humorous 
alcoholic drink • He likes a drop of the 
ho.rd stl(/f. 

be as hard as naUs 
to ha\'e no reeUngs or sympathy for other 
people • Sl1c ·u be cood in busirress she's 
as hard as nails. 

be hard pressed Briti$11, American & 
A.ustraliazr, Wonnal )( 

be hard pushed DrUISh ' 
to be having difnculty doing something, 
especialzy because there is not enough 
time or money • (usually+ to do stll) ra 
be hard prossed to get tills repcrt done by 

Fridtl.)! • You'd be hard puslled to find a 
am ror /<JI" unclq £1.000. • 1-IW! cuts in 
eooernment ./IJndirtg, hcspttals are hard 
prP&-edat f.M mommL 

be hiillrd put to do stb )( 
if you are ha:rd vut to do SQmething, it is 
not likely mac )'00 will be able to do it 
• l'Ou'd behardputccftrulo bettu sd!OOl 
for }'OUT kids. • Slle'fl be hard put to buy 
her ou.-n home on what sheeams. 

be hard up ilifonnal 
to have too JIUle money • n~·re a bit. hard 
up at the moment so 1 can"t real4)• alford a 
new coat. 
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d lo hard 
if a habit. custom. or belief. dies hard, It 
t.lkes a long lime to change or end it 
• (usuallY in present tenses) A/tf!r a 
succes.sful 3f})!ear career, he no longer ha.s 
any need lo work - bUt old habi ts die 
hard. • Tllese an~nt tradltkms die hard 
in the i$clat~ communities qf rural 
China. 
die-hard • (~·s befOr-e noun) Die-hard 
(= Tefus.ing to chanse) communi$L.~ have 
regrouped to form the Communist 
Rlifbzllldaeton. 

drive a hard bargain " 
to demand a lot or refuse to give much 
when making an Sllfeement with 
someone • rm impressed that yot~ sot 
£2(}()() for th<1t cor. You certainly drlvt a 
liard bargc1ln. 

fall on hard ti~M-S 

to have diffteulties bccau .. ~ you suddenly 
do not have any money • Millions qf 
IJX)rkers fell on liard times during tilt 
grrot depresstcn o.f tJ~e 1930s. 

fee l hard dclne-by 
if you li!el hard done-by, you feel you have 
been treated unfairly • l'm foolill/l hard 
done-ll)l bmw.se I'r;e ~n looking 0/ter thR 
hids all week while SU!L>e's bf!f!n ouJ 1wuy 
night. 

give sb a hanltime 
1 Wonrwl to crit\c:lze SODl()()no and mako 

them reel ~ilt.Y about soml!thlng tOOt 
they haYc done • (ofhm + a bout) 1 cume 
110mo k1te 011e n!ghf /QSt uwk and she's 
btm gll.llfll me a hard time about It ec.oer 
:ilnct. 

2 to treat someooe SC\'rroly 01' to cause 
difficult~ for them • Shr'd ala-a}"$ 
lCOJ1Ud r.o lit a ceacha; bra ~ lclds ga11-e 
~a lvtlll:y hard tin,. 
hwe a hard tlmo (of it) • Ill had a liard 
time kist year. He lost IW Job and was 
wwmJ>I0m.tor 6monchs.. --'---'------

hit sth hard 
to cau.o;c something to bt! much less 
successful • (USWtlly passive) T11c tourzst 
trade has been llir lwrd following tlul 
re«nr SJXIteQ[ bombings. 

make hard work of sthldoln.g sth 
to do something in a way 9o'hich makes it 
more difficult rhan it should be • He's 
really making hard work of that iron inc. 

no hard and fast rules 
if there arc no hard and fasr rules, there 
arc no clear rules which you mu.~t obey 
• ThuP are no hard and fast rules <1bou1 
how much wela/11 >'OU con so,fol.)' gain tn 
pregnancy. 

play hard t o u-t i rlformol 
to protend th.at you are lcs..s interested in 
someone than you really are ~;~s a way of 
making them more interested in )'OU, 

especially at the start of a romantic 
relationship • (often in continuous 
tenses) lVhy don't you return aey qf his 
calls? Are you playing hard ro get? 

hardball 
play hardball Americnn & AU..<tralicm 

to be so determined to get what you want, 
especf.al.b• In business. that you use 
m•t.hods dtat are unfair or ltarm other 
JlCOple • (often + w\1h) The company is 
p/qying hardball UJitl1 the bank, holding 
bacJc on payments it owes them to forte an 
OJ:TI!I!TTif!nt. 

hard-boiled 
hard-boiled tr!{ormat X 

a hru·d-boiled person behaves as 1f they 
have no emotions • (alwa)'S before noun) 
Bogart pfays the hard-boiled de:rectitoerhat 
wcmenjind irrosistibiJ• attractitl(!.. 

hard-nosed 
hard-nosed 

practical and determined • Kf!(JJon has a 
npuwtlon at a hard-nosed businessman 
who allLYJYS gets u:ht2t he u.'IDtts. • The 
new hard-nosed management Style is 
unpopular amongst. emplfY)vtes. 

hard-on >(_ 
a hard-on wboo 

a hardening of the penis C<\USCd by 
sexual excitement • I can't wait ro se£)'(}11 

- I'~ cot a hard·onjust tllinkill,fl about 
it. 
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hare 
run with the hare and hunt with the 

hounds old{a..<;hJOnM 
to support two competing sides l.h an 
arg\Unent • You'1;-egot to di!Cide where3;·ou 
stand on this Issue. You can'r run with the 
hare and llllnl Willi tl~ hounds. 

harness 
be back in ham4!SS mainly British 

to h11ve returned to work after not 
v;oa'ki.ng fora period of time • Hnwdoeslt 
ftel to be hack in harness qfter 8 mtJntlls? 

In harness 
if two or more people work In harness, 
they work tos.thlll' to 8('.11 ieve something 
• J!'renchand.Briri$hpoliceare working in 
harnes~ tlJ SOIL'll tJ~ problem. 

harvest 
reap a/the harvest of sth 

to receh-e the good or bad resutt.s ot past 
actions • Homele.$$ness is rising. We tJ.Tf! 

rooptng tile lwn'eSt Qf a lack of 
investmfll!t In housing and social SC11li.as. 

has-been X 
a has-been 

somOOlle who was popular and famous in 
the past but is now forgotten • I forget 
who the tllird guest was - some old hQS­
betm fl-'hose nome I dldn'tet-•om know. 

haste 
Marry in haste, reptont at lelsu,.. old· 

fashioned 
something that you say which means if 
you marcy someone too soon. without 
Jmowi:ngfar certain that lhey are therJiht 
person for you, you will have an unlltlppy 
marriage • It ·s tr~J~t n .'!! only k.rtcwn htm 
[or SiX monJhs and I kllOW you're thinJ.ir1c 
'marry in haste. npetll at lftsure' but I'm 
telling )'O!t, ~'s tll1! man for me. 

hat 
be wearing your [reacher"sllawyer's etc.) 

hat 
have your [t.ea<her"sllawyer's etc.} hat on 

to be acting as you do when you are 
working as a teacher, lawyer etc., which 

ma..v be d1£rerent from the wa.v you act in 
othex situ~>~tions • I W(tS wrorinR m.v 
teacher's lul tat the meellTIIJ. 
with your (teacher"sllawyer's etc.] hat 
on • I'd like to talk ro ..vou wi!h )'Our 
law)'U'S hat on . _, 

Mng up your hat 'X... 
tQ leave your job for ev~ • Wllen I stop 
en}oyilllf my VXJrk. that'll be tlu! time to 
hang up my hat. 

I take my hat off to sb Brilisll, American 
&Aw;tralian 

I tip my hat to sb American ' 
somethi.os that }'QU say whiCh m{W)S that 
you admire and respect someone for 
something they have done • I take my hat 
off to ~Ople who do voluntary work in 
1Mir spare time. • [ tip nzy hat W our 
uacl~en fl-'ho'1,;e raised standards in the 
scllool with t'I!TY Jew f'fSou.rces. 

I' ll eat my hllt old1ashtoned >( 
if you say rou will eat your hat if 
something happens or does not happen. 
you mean you wiU be v1!ry sucptised 1C It 
happens or doe- not happen • If we can't 
beoJ a second-rate teom like SM.f!ield. I 'll 
eotmyhllt. 

k.op sth under your hat 
to keep somethiru; secret • /'r.;e cot some 
ln18restinz ntu;•s, but )'OU must promise to 
lcUp tt under .vour lw.Jfor tile moment. 

pass the hat around/round 
to collect money from a group of people 
• ~~·n passE~ tile luu round for Simon's 
lcallinc pnsent. 

throwfto" your hat In the ring American 
&Australian 
to do somothing tlw.t makes it clear YOU 
want to compete with other people, 
especially to compete for a political 
position • She's s-er/cusly considering 
throwina her lw.J in tile rlnR and d«:Jarinc 
hm;eif acandldal8/orlhee:lcctitm. 

hatch 
Down the hatch! informal 

something that you say before drinking 
an alcoholic drink. csi)Ceially when you 
aM golng to drink it all without stopping 
• And a whlslzy for )'OU. Down t~ hatch, 
as they Sll)~ 
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hatches 
batten down the hatches 

to prepan! y~lf for a difficult period 
by protcctiug yolU'self in every ~ible 
Wll}' J!::; When then! ls a storm. ships 
batten down the hatches (= close the 
doors to the outsldo) as protectlon 
against bad weather. • Whm )'Ou'n 
commg down with a cold, au you can do is 
balUn down the hatcllf!s and u.vzltfor the 
bodJ' to fight It ojJ 

hatchet 
a hatchet job infOrmal 

strong :md unfair criticism ot someone 
or S>Omethlng, especial!)' on television or 
in a newsJJaper • She d fd a n'Cll hatchet 
joh on his lot€St 1101.~ tn om Q/ w 
Sundizy paper$. 

a hatehet man informal 
somwne who IS empJoyoo by an 
orwmizatlon to make changes that 
people do not like • Tlze hatchet man is 
called in whenever a company Mf!ds to 
rl!duce Us s«iff. 

bury the hatchet 
to forget about arguments and 
dblagrcomcnts with someone and to 
become trlends with them agam • It had 
b~n (JI.,'"er a )•ear sillCil the incident and I 
tlwuellt it rcas time we buried tire h.a:tclzet. 

hats 
hats off to sb .X 

something that you sa)' when you want to 
ex:press }'OUr admirati<Jn for someone 
• Hats off toller - it takesfl lot Q{ oourage 
togo trrwelltngonyourown at that age. 

have 
have It away Brlllsh, N'l)' Informal 
have it off British & Australian, very 

informal 
to hal--e sex With someone • (often + \1\o;tb) 
She u;as lzm'lnl/ it away with 1w besr 
friend's lzusband. 

have It in for $h in/nnnal 
to be determined to harm or critlclz& 
sameooe • Zoe's rtally f!OJ tl mjbr me. 'SM 
IQ>nl and told my RWlhw I'd bten 
S/Mkmg. 

have It out wtth sb 
Lo talk to some<me about somcthmg they 
haW dona which make.> ~'OU angl"): U1 
order to trr to solw the problem • SM's 
IDti/Or uul• tr~el'\1 monlltll -I'm going ro 
hrwe to lrave it Ot4l willllre&: 

haw 
hum and hw ma/.tt(y British 
hem and haw .4mer ican & Alis!ralian 

to take a long tlrne to say sornethiJ\g and 
speak in a way that is n<lt clear. in ()rder 
to avoid giving an answer • lie !Wtzmtd 
arrd haiLed and finally admitted takiiiR 
the J'7IJ)fU!.y.. 

humming and hawing mainly Br1tlsh 
hemming and hawing American & 
Australien • Jl,fter mucl! hemming and 
hawing and throat-clearing, she 
announcui that she u:a.t leaving. 

hawk 
watch sb like 3 hawk X 

to watch someone ~'et1' carefuii:K 
especially because you c>;pect them to do 
something wrong • I was being WOJcJw:l 
llkeahawk by tlleshopassistanr. 

hay 
make hay while the sun shines 

to do somethin~ while the ~tuation or 
couditions are richt • I'I;'Ccot of.ul) hours 
to finish tile IIOUSr:work be/art tM kids 
come home $0 T mlg/u as w-ell make Juzy 
while tlzesun sli ines. 

haywire 
go haywire informal X 

if a system or machine goes haywire, it 
stops worklns as lt should and stal'ts 
worldng 1l'l A way tltar 1.~ cootplnte)y 
wrong • My CD pla)w goes ha>'wlre euery 
time my neighbour uses hl.s cordltss 
phon!!. 

head 
head and shoulders above [the 

otflerslthe rMt otc.) 
tnuch better than other shnllar people or 
thblgs • He's a head and shoulders abol.le 
tile other actors in tM film. • Wlwn }'QU 

think back on t.lu! other wriJa's Q{ this 
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period, James stands head and 
slwuldcrs above them all. 

sb's head on a pla te/platter 
lf )'OU want someone·s head on a plate 
you ure v~ry angry with them and want 
them to oo punished • Tile dtrecwr U.'aS 
ftirfous ar wllctt Jwd Jw,pperwd and wanted 
U·fla~ head on a platter. 

the head honcho mainly American, 
irl/onnal 
the most important person in an 
organization • You '/l lwue (() t1sk Alan, 
he's the head honcho m our deportment. 

bo banging/hitting your head &gilil:lst a 
bride wall 
to koop askilu: SCilOOQllC to do somcl:bln~ 
which lhf!)'liC\"er do • !'~OWl tr;•lng to 
gcttlle~clumJ,''I!d/or~~nawbuJI'm 

hlfl1fl8 my hmd CIIUiimt 0 brick rua11. • 
fii!4,'Vff 1~/lins to nur- SOittl'tilnl'.S 1 J'b.•J • . 
l'm baneUIR m.v ht4d ai/Qillsl a br(ck 
(J)(J/1, 

be head ove r heels (in lo ve) r 
to oo l.n love wilh somoone very much, 
e:;pecially at the beglnnlng of a 
relationship • It's obvious that they're 
head coer l~£els m loL-e witJ1 eacll otller. 
fall head over heels (in love) • As soon 
as we Ttm UV!felllleador;er II£& in IOL>e. • I 
fell head OIA!T' heels in loc;e with Simcn on 
OtU jirstdaJc. 

be in ovet" YOlU' head 
to be involved in a sJtuntlon that ls too 
difficult for you to deal with • I'm In oul)r 
my M<ld wltl& all these tWhfbitltm 
arrangements. 

M out of your head Brit.ish, American & 
Australian, informal 

be off your head British& Australian, 
informal 

1 to be crazy • He Wok w car out in this 
weatJ1er-He must be Qf)' his head! 

2 to not be ln wntrol of your behaYiour 
because of Llu.! ctre<.'tS of alcohol cr drugs 
• Slw's comp~.Jy off her head, she is ­
wlu:r's sire tJeen drinl\ing? 

bltelsnap sb's head off i1lfornt4l 
to answer somoonc angrily • I only4Sked 
(f I coold borrow yoor bik€. Tltut's no 

need to blle nzy head oj)"! • She sTUJps Ills 
head off every time he opens his mouth. 

bundlget/Work up a head of steam 
to get enough energ): support, (lr 
enthusiasm to do something effectively 
b A bead of steam is the Pl'esS\u-e that 
Js needed 1n the engine of an old· 
fashioned steam train to make it start 
moving. • In the last throo months rhe 
campaign has buflt up '' good head of 
steam. 

bury your head in the s.1nd ><.. 
to refuse to think about an unpleasant 
situation, hoping that it w:ill impr-ow so 
that you will not h81<-e to deal with it 
• Pal·ents said buUytng was being 
Ignored. and accused the lleadm4SW Qf 
bu.t;)•lng Ills llrod In the sand. 

can' t make head norlor tall of sth ')<( 
lo not oo able to undcr~t3nd something at 
all • U~ couldn't IM~ flOOd()/" tail Q.{ the 
film. • 'IVllat does l!ts message say?' 7 
don't !mow - I can't make lwad or tail Qf 
lt..' 

come to a had 
if a problem or a d~~t c.'()mes 1o 

a head. it becomes so bad that )'UU have to 
startdcalln&wltbi.t • Thtnashodn'tbeen 
good betl..feen them foro wlrfk but lt a 
aune to a lz.md lal1l ti.Wk whm P/dlfaikd 
to come home one niRht. 
bring Slh to a head • ~ row ootr the 
proJed has b7'0UQht ltl a head a ~ 
fbndammtal dtst.Wle~Ftert bDW.ftlntllnf!. 

do sb's head in British &Ar..st.rollah. 
in{CJrmal 
to make someone feel confused and 
unhappy • Getting up al 4 o'clock e~.o'U)' 
morning is doing my head in. • I've OOen. 
t1)'ill$ (0 make sense of all these r~eures 
and il 's dOing my I'U:nd in. 

get your hoad around sth Wormal 'X 
to be able 1.0 understand sometlJing 
• (U$UaUy negative) He's tried to explain 
t.M.ru~of tllcgamedozensQ[ timesbfill 
just C(Jn 'r get 711)' head around rllem. 

get YQUr head down British & Austmli<m 
to work hard at something !hat involves 
reading oc writing • I'm sun 1 t:an fmish 
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the ankle - 1 just nttd to 6fl m)• head 
dc!unlhis qftunoon. 

get/put your head down 
to sleep for a short whflc • I 'm just going 
to put my htod dou:nfor an hour-1/NI so 
tired.. 

g ive sb their .,.ad 
to allow someone the freedom to do what 
they want • He's/lOlSOITU!grt,(Jl ideas. Why 
111lt griJf /lim hts htad andstt wlull JiWJ of 
campaignhettJmt!lJpU:Ith. 

go head t o head 
to compete w.th someonedln!octly • (often 

+ with) T1u totxzcw inltustry's best 
llJUJ;}'US will IJO hmd to Mad With the 
gouernmtntln court tomorrow. 

go over Gb'll head 
1 to talk to or deal with someone·s boss 

without talking tl> them first • 1 realty 
don•r want to RO Ol)er ller head /Jutlf she 
won'tlisren rome! have noclroice. 

2 li a pie-ce of ln!orm.ation goes ovor 
somoone's Mad, they do not Ulldcn.'tand 
It • The btl ctbout ta:J: went stralgJu over 
my hrod- was it important? 

go to sb's head 
1 if an alcoholic drlnk gol!!i to tomeone's 

he<ld. it m.al<es them feel drunk very 
quicklY • That c lass Q/ /.Dine I had b(fare 
supper w~ntstroiKhl to mY llC111.1. 

2 ir success ~s to somcono's head, It 
makes them believe they are more 
important than they are • Just because 
you U()t1 the J)«<Ty priu, ~'OU ux;n't let ft 
go to yow head~ wiU,-ou? 

hang your head (In shame) 
to be ashamed • Ath/et.es COW/lit takinG 
drugs should hong their li«Jdsln silamt. 

have yow· head (stu de) up your arH 
Brfltslt &A.ustrali<m. taboo 
to spend so much time thinkJ.re about 
youoelf that you have no Hme to think 
about other more impOrtant thiN:s 
• 'What does Charles tllini abo11t It?' 'Whc 
knows? H~'s [!Ct hts helld stuck so ftJr up 
IUs one he probobl)• Isn't tllbl aware tlwt 
then's a prOblem. • 

have your~ in the douds 

to not k.now wh.at IS really happening 
arvund :r-ou because you are Nll'W too 

much attention to )'QUC own i<\eas • & 's 
an a.cadtmi.c. They've all got theJr htads 
in Jl~e dou.ds. 
with your h•ad In tho douds • He was 
walking along with hts httld In 1M clouds 
as usual when M tripped O«T a pavillg 
stone. 

hilve :r·ow- head so ewed on (the right 
w ay) Informal 
if someo:1e has their head screwed on the 
right w.t}: the)' do not do stupid th1n2s 
• Don't u;orry about Sal, she'U ~all rtgllt 
- she's got h£T /raul screu:ed on the right 
UIC04 

N!ve a~ start )< 
to have an advantage that makes you 
more likely to be successful • (olten + on) 
Biggercampanies hm:oea h«Jd stan on uS. 

9lve sb a head start • (often -t over) 
Bamrnrth'~ 1111tura/ J'lllplllarit.y~:arH! hfm a 
head SUJrt over tilt other lecdcrshiP 
CDntenders. 

hold your head up high 
to show that you are proud of somethinG 
• When this counll')l has full employment 
and at1 «lucaJion sysum for all, rhen rce 
can hold our head up hfeh. 

keep your head 
to staY calm, especially in difficult or 
dangerous situarions • Can you ~P )'our 
hood at times of pnssunond srre.ss? 

keep )'Out head above water 
to ha'•e jult enough monoy to Uvo or to 
COI:llinW! a business • Wfth extra income 
from prtvate $1)0Tl$0r$hjp, tile club Is just 
about TTiilnogi.ns to k«p its head ahoc,-e 

water. 
k"P your head clown 

to do or say ns lilllc:~s I)O£Siblc il\ order to 
avoid problems or arllUlllents • 17tt bt$ 
we can do is k~p our heads down and 
hope. tlwl people 111iU soon gcJ used ro the 
IU/f() sysum. 

knodt stb on the head Brltlsh.lt1{ormal 
to stop tiolng something • ·no you still 
plqy football!' 'No, I knocked tllat on rlw 
lu:od a while aRO. ' ... ,.. ...... 
~--op118WI'J._ ..... 
•BI ........... 411ttt l 
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dt&lationis hl.tt thls tinw lw nally lost hi.., 
htGtL 

need your head examined/examining 
Britf.sh, American &Austral ian, 
humorottS 

need your he~ ad testing British, 
humor~ 
if you tell someone they need lhe11: h ead 
testing, you think that they are erazy 
because they ha\"C donesomethingstupid 
or strange • YouMI!d }'CIIr l1ea.d exc.min«< 
if you're willing to spend £120cn tl pair Of 
jeans. 

an old hctad on young shoulders 
a wise head on young shoulders 

a child or young pt-rson who thinks and 
talks like an older person who has mort> 
cxpcl'ienoe of life • My liltw nephew soid 
people who dlsltke othet· people don't like 
themser,_.es r;t!ry mJJCh. That's tm old flood 
On}'DUTI8 sfleuldcrs. 

on sb's (own) head be it sligful)'formtJI 
Mmething that you say ln order to tell 
someone what they intend to do is silly 
and they must accept the blame or 
responsibility if it goes wrong • lf )IOU 

clon't want to take out any insurana, ok, 
but om-our /lead be it. 

put/stick your head above the parapet 
to be ocave ooougl1 to state an opinion 
that lll1ght upset people • Kerman u.m 
one if 1M '-~Y few to pulllts head abooe 
the corporate parapet and SMQk his mtnd 
in public. 

raisolrear Its (ugly) head X 
lf something unpleasant raises its ugly 
hea.d.. It becomes a problem that people 
ha\'0 to deal w1th • All over Europe, 
racism ts rearing its ualJI head once more. 

standlturn sth on its he01d X 
to make an idea or bcllcf the opposite of 
what it was before • 'J'he frrst femJnf.stS 

simply wok the ac..'Y:f}tcd view that men 
we~ suJX)rior to women and turned it nn 
Us head. 

take it into your head to do sth 
to decide to do s:.omEtthing, often 
something that seems ::;illy or surprising 
• He's taken tt into his lread w become 
really jeak)us. 

fla~etc.J rowhNdoH 
to laui:tVsc:reatUishout etc. wn· roudl 
and ven· loud:iy • He llmllhed hL.; Mad Q/J 
u:henht 1WJd the kiter. ....... ...::.-~--

headlights 
bo llk.e a deor/rabblt caught In the 

headlights 
to be so &J.ghtened or· surprised that }'"ou 
cannot mO\.-e or think • l!"adr time they 
asked him a QIICSticn he was tw a mer 
caught in rhe headlights. 

headlines 
hit/make the headlines 

to become bnportant news and be 
reported In the newSl>QPers end 011 the 
television and r-.tdio • The lawt scandal 
to hit the headlines is about c. minister's 
~n arn!stedfor drug-dealing_ 

heads 
heads will roll )" 

sou1ethi!Ut that )'OU S.'\Y which means 
people wW lose lhclr jobs as ptutisJunent 
for maklng serious mistakes • If tiU! 

accldmt U.'OS cau~ by COtn])OilY 

negligenu, thill hea.dstvlll roll. 

put their heads together )( 
if a group of people put t.M ir ~ad~ 
togcthct~ the>• think about something In 
orcler to get Ideas or to solve a pt'Oblem 
• fl u.ce put our heads together 1 know 1~'1? 
can come UP with a design that 1"tlllly 
works. 

turnheads X 
If SQII!etltins or someone turns heads, 
PCOI>le notice them because the)' look 
intCl·cst lng or am-active • Brl.gttu Bardo! 
srtll turned Ileac/$ e1..-en tn her 40's. 

headway 
make headway )<", 

to make pro~ • (often negative) Talk-s 
between tile twocountrks are m.akinR r..wy 
Wth: headu;~: 

heap 
t.lllln a tt.ap t'lustrolia.n, ilifOrma.l 

to losQ control of your feelU\&S and swt 
to cry • 1'11e case collopsro wllen the main 
witness/ell In a h<.>ap and UXlS csr:orred 
from the court. 
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hoar 

can't hear yourself' think 
can barely/hardly hear yourself think 

if }~ can't hear yourself thin'k , you 
mean there Is so much noise around you 
that it is ill\{)Ossible to hear anything 
• 1'he music lDI2S ro loud I could hardly 
llror nzyse(f rhink. 

heart 
your heart bleeds 

if your b!>.art bleeds foe someone who Is 
in trouble. you feel sadness and 
S)'Ilq)athY ror them b 'T'his phrase is 
often used humorously to mean the 
opposite. • (oncn - for) My heart blet.ds 
/()r the PQor chifdren caught up In tM 
flgJilinR. • Brenda can't afford another 
diamond ru.Y:klace? J<Jy he4rt bleeds! 

your heart g.,...; out to sb 
lf your heart goes out to someone who is 
In troubll!, you f~ sympathy fot· them 
• Our hearts go old to thtfamJII.es Q/ the 
victims of this twrlbk trogroy. 

sb's heart is in their boots 
if someone's heart 1s In their boots. tl)ey 
feel sad or worried • His heart was in his 
boots as he waiUd for news (If the 
accldenL 

sb's heart is in their mouth 
if someone's ~art is In tl"Jeir mout!h. they 
feel e:rtremeJy n en•ous • My heart was in 
my mouth as I wafA~ onto the stage. 

sb's heart is In the right place 
if somcone's heart is in the right place, 
they are a good and kind person even J! 
they do not always seem to be • Jf!rry's a 
bit (lnll{)ying sl)m(!fimes but his heort'stn 
th# rioht plnl"# 

sb's heart Isn't In sth 
1f someonc's heart ls not In something 
that they ar(l d.olng. they arc not very 
interested In lt • She liXJ$ stud1lng law. 
bur her hmrt u'a:rn "J in lc and she gaL-e up 
aftar a >'ear. 

sb's heart mlsseslskl,ps a beat 
1f solnoonc·s heart misses a beat. they 
suddenly feel so exeitee or frightened 
thllt their hean bea~ fa~ • Ben walked 

inlc t l1o room and l1or hoart sJ..-ippod n 
btaL 

sb's heart sinks 
J! somconc·s heart sinks. they stm-t to 
feel sad or worried • He looked at the hU# 
pile of work on hL~ desk and his hrort 
sank. 

sb, eat your heart out I humorous 
something tlulr you say which m~ that 
you or someone you know can do 
something better than a person who lS 

famous for doing that thIns • I'm taking 
slrollrl}( U.SSOrn. Celine Diem, eat )'OUr 

l100rt out! 

be all heart 
to be very kind IUld senerous Jb Th1s 
phrase lsoft<m usod humot·ously to mean 
the opposite. • Ellie can't b«Jr to sec 
alf,Y(>rw ti/)Slll - sfw. 's aU heart. • 1'm sorry 
they'respUtJtna U/?. buJ at IOO$t shegw to 
1\eep the car.· 'YOu'reall heart!' 

brMksb'll a..t 
1 to maJu: IIMioooo wt.o laves you wry &Jd, 

ltl(leelally by tellq them you do not Jove 
lhein any more • He bruA'I m, heart. but 
l 'llii4CI!I' /OT1ld him. 
11' an uupleasam situation or eveJlt 
brellks }"'u.r hcan . itiii.llkClll you feel very 
slid • (often + to do sth) It brtlrtb m; 
hfqn ro rJJink about all tlltJ# poor $trcJ 
dlJ8$. 

do5e!dear to sb's heart 7 
if SOlllethmg is dear to someorufs heart, 
i t is very important to them • Animal 
rights is an issue lief)' close to my heart. 

cross my Mart (and hopo to dlo). 
somcthlng that you say in onler to 
emphasye that so~ is b:\!Q • I 
wtnd 10 ~to th~ pOrl)J with )>"CU, n~t Sarah 

-cross m.vheart! 
cry/sob you r heart out i7iformai 

to cry a lot • Poor iitlle lo~. hw cat dted 
a11d sf1e's bee11 cr;ying her heart 01a all 
Q/r~.moon. 

harden your heart sliglltly fimnal 
t.o make yourself stop fccllng 'kind o1· 
fticndl,y towards someone • You'~o-e just 
got to harden }OUT hoort and IPli h1m to 
l.eac;e. 
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have a heart of gold 
to be extremely kind and helPful • She '/l 
do anything {oranyonl!-Yte'sgot a heart 
of gold. 

have a heart of stone 
t o be cruel and lulve no sympathy for 
people • He wouldn't help his own mather 
if she mcdcd it- he 'scot a heart of stone. 

Have a heart! h umorous 
samctbing that you say in order to a.sk 
someone to be kinder to you • Have a 
heart.! 1 can't walk ancther step/ 

In your heart of hearts 
if you know something in your heart of 
heartS, you are cc1·tain of it although you 
might not want to admit it • J knew in my 
lleart of hearts that scrmthinc was 
wrong, but Iiri.Sl wasn't ready to <kill ~vith 
il. • Do you beluwe tn )'Cur heart Q{ hearts 
that things will get bo·ttu? 

It's/You' re breaking my heart! humorous 
something thllt )'Ou :;ay in order to tell 
llomeone ~'Oil do not feel sad about an 
event or situation • "Thincs oro so bad 
rfe!U Mto she's had to scll one of her 
hous~s. · ' You're-breal.'ing my heart!' 

knownearn sth (off) by heart 
U' you know or learn something. 
especially a piece of writing, by heart, 
JiOU know or learn it so that you can 
remember it perfectl~· · He'smyfavourile 
poet. I ~<now setval of his poem:; fJy heart. 

let your heart rule your head 
to do something because )'OU w11nt to 
rather than for proctical t~sons • Don't 
kJ .vour hca1 l rule. your head. lf you lmd 
him that rMncy )•ou'll nel.o.er su il again. 
the heart rules the head • 1 can't 7mlke 
ller understmuJ /row stupid she's being. 
lt'sacaseQ/ the heart ruling the head. 

lose your heart to sb literary X 
to fall in love with someone • [think M 
losr his hean to ,'.fary on the day the)' met. 

Jose heart 
to s top bclicvilt!! that you can succeed 
• Don't lese heart, there'll b€ pJenzy more 
chances[(Jr promotion. 

a rnan/INoman aft.,. your own lwN!rt 
if someone ii a m!Ul or womAn After yo"Ur 
own heart. you acl.mi.re them because 

they do or believe the same things as you 
• He likes a good curo• - a = after my 
own heart. 

open your heart 
to tell someone your secret thoughts an<l 
f~Ungs • (often ~ to) T/ul.! night, she 
opened her heart to me and I think that's 
u;hm 1 fell in Jot:e with her. 

pour your heart out 
to tell someone yOUr secret foollngs and 
worri!!!>, u!;ually becau.c;e you feel a 
scrong need to talk about them • (often + 
to) I'd on /.)I met him once, and l!c:re M was, 
pouring out his twart to me. 

put YO\U' heart and soul into sth/doing 
stlt >( 
to do something with a Jot of energy and 
interest • He pur his heart and $PUT into 
running t!Kit caJC, 
heart and soul • She /Ol,V:S him heart and 
scltl. t= completely) 

set your heart on sth.ldolng stlt ;{ 
to decide to achtev~ something • Site's set 
h(#' heart on a big wedding. 
have your heart set on sth/doing sth 
• John had his heart sec on bct:.oming a 
d«tor. 

su iko at tho hoart ot sth X 
tl> damage something scvorely by 
attacking the most Important part of it 
• The rea:nt rtla!$$ion has struck at th8 
heart of industrial det'V!lvpmeltt. 

take sth to heart >( 
if Ytl'\l take criticism or advice to heart. 
you think 11bout it seriously, often 
because it upsets you • Don't take it UJ 
heart- M. U'l1SonlyjoJiing about your hair. 

t:ake he.trt 
to start to feel more hopeful and more 
confidem • (often + from ) House OTJITU!:r.' 

can UJke heart from the news that property 
priaJS are starting tJJ rise again. 

to your heart's content ';( 
if you do sometlllng enjoyable to yow· 
heart's content. you do it as much as you 
want to • The pool is open all day so you 
can $Wim w }'OUT heart's conJenL 

wear your hoart on )'OW' sleeve 
to mAke your feelings and opinions 
obvious to other people • .Tohns al~s 
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W/Jrn hit h~rl lln hit :tl~. to lhMrll't no 
doublwho he ·u be supporting. 

hearth 
hearth and ho~ llti!TOry 

l'our fanuly and home • HlsFvtt hlya/Jies 
are to hearth and home. 

heartstrings 
tearftug itt your heartstrings 
tewttug at the heartstrings 

if something w sonlCO~ tugs at your 
heartstrings. they tnalu>- you feel strong 
I0\1! or sYmPillh~· • It'S the story of a lost 
child - cuarontetd tn tll3 at the 
hrortsrrinRs. 

heart-to-heart 
• hHrt-to-l'art 

a serious oon\"Crslllion between two 
~plo l.u which they talk boncscl.v abow 
their (~lin¥.& • \t~ lrc:{t 1.1 mtl he411·IO· 
lurut and U"'''N ge(llng M much b«ur 
flOW. 

t.U-t-10-heart • (&WCJlll> bl!filre nounl 
Hat•l! }"tJU trift/. haiJinc a heort·to-h«ln 
talk with him? 

..:_--~----
heat 
the heat is on 

if th~ heat is on. }'UU are vet)' busy or In a 
difficult situation • Theeanonly3u.wks 
lRft Wore the. dcadli~ so the mat is on. 

If yon can' t stand th• heat, get out of 
the k itchen. 
something that you say wluch means 1f 
you are oot able to deal with a difficult or 
tUtDieasant situRtion. you ~;hOuld lea\'e 
• He says he didn't realize bankir~ was 
such a stns$1111 Job. "W, if .>'Oll can't 
stand the heat. get out of tile kJich€11. 

in ttl@ h@at of tho m oment 
1f you say or do somethlr.g tn the b~t oC 
tbe momP.nt, you ~Y or do It without 
thlnkinl! because wu are angry or 
excited • Frank doesn't hale you. Hciust 
said thal in the lttot of tht Jn()JTU!1lL 

put th@ heilt on sb 
1 HriJish. American & Allstraltan to try to 

rorce or persuade someolll! to do 

something • (usuallr + to do sth) 
Em.:ironmenuzl portps are pulling the 

lutaJ on tho lfU .. 'W"7Vmlnl to $1()p pollution 

fronr J)Ol.CeJ' SU1tio11S.. 
2 Amerlctm & Al.tstrolitln if )'OU put the 

heat on 5()111eane w ho is competing with 
you. you start to do well so they have to 
work harder or pia~· better • The Dodgers 
f1~ won tf~ru cames in a row ond are 
starting to put lilt he<n Ci1l 1M !'\1ets. 

take UH! h4!at off sb 
to stop people criticizilu: or attackiru; 
someone • If }"OUr deTJul}l admilltd 
respcnstblllty and resigned. It UJOuld take 
a lot of tire heal off .>'OlL 

tum up UH! heat 
1 to make a situation more serious ~· 

trying harder to fol'cc someone to do 
somcthlne • (often + on) Lorry dri~Joers 
~discussing l.&hether to rum up tile heat 
on their bmses b)• htJJdJng a one.<fay 
Slrike. • The United Statts has turned tip 
the heat bYlhreaJellinR military action. 

2 «o start to work or play 1n a mot-e 
determined and eflectlve woy 
• Nottlll81J(Jm t~ up the IUKrt in the 
seoond lm(l arid forced their opf)Onent.s 
back onto the deftnsl~'l! . 

Hea-th Robinson 
H@ilth Robinson Rrilish 

if a machine or system is Heath 
Robinson, it is very complicated in a way 
tllat is rmrny, but not practical Ol' 
effective I!:> Heath Roblnson was an 
English artist who drew strange. 
complicated mscllines that coUld do 
smmle jobs. • M>• cranny·.~ got this grlltlt 
Heath Roi:Jhl$011 device/or slicinc egc!'-

heave 
give sb the {old) heave ho iriformal 

to ma>le SDmeone leave a .Wt>. oc to ~nd 
}"UUr reletlonshlp wilh somoonc 
• (usually [lllsshoe) When sales foil. most of 
the stq[f were citoen the old heave ho. 

heaven 
a matTiageJm:atm mode in hNvcn / 
1 a marriage which is lik<'lY to be happ)o· 

and successful because the two people 
11re very well suited to esch other • J011£ 
and Pelt /lad e:xQCt/ylhe same. lilies and 



intertl3ts - it was a man ialfC made in 
heavm. y 

2 a comblnat.lon of two things or (';I.'O 
people which 1s very successful 
• Strawber~ and crrom are a marrla~:e 
made lnlu:atJen. 

move heaven and e-arth 
to do everythhJ.g you can to achieve 
somethjng • (U$ually • to do sth) I moved 
llear;en and 4lttrth toeet>'OU tlwt interview, 
and you didn't ~wen bother tQ shew up for 
it! 

heavens 
the heavens opened literary 

something that you say which ml!llns it 
started to rain a lot • Suddenly, tire 
hoor;ens opened and we all luJd to run 
indoors. 

heavy 
heavy petting 

th~ actMLy of kissing and touching 
someone sexuaJlr • ThDt baby couldn't be 
mina "il ner:>er got further than sOtTU: 
lle.avy peuing. 

a heavy date Amulcon & AJJSlraliaJt, 
humorous 
a planned meeting between two people 
who are very interested in having a 
romantic or sexual relationShiP • 1 think 
Carol hGs a hror-'lo' dau- she's been ill tire 
bathroomforot<tr m1 hcur. 

a heavy hitter Americoll 
someone who 1s po'i'i"Crful and has 
achieved a lot • Haue JIOll seen Ills ~am? 
He's a realllroV)IIlitter. 

be Mavygoirlg 
1 if sometbinc. especially something )'ala 

read, ia heavy Fin& it is DOt .., or 
erVnYable • f'he fust Ifill/ ~ ow n«¥11$ 
IT1th#r beovy 60iniJ. but dan., BiiJir up. 

z if MJIQQOIIe bi bl!avy going. tbes are 
boring • l'tto$e don't ntalt2 me $il ~ lb 

.Dtlull$. Gt 1M l'Oitll 1 fizld.. hllll 1\!111& 
hMJq 

have a heavy foot Anwrtcan, 111/ornwl 
to drive a car too fast • She has a lu:avy 
foot-does the trip in lull/ the time it taA·t~ 
me! 
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be h~avy-footed American, informal • I 
don 't think he's heard of speed limits. He'S 
pnt()> heavy{"ocmi. 

make heavy wuther of stlVdoing s!h 
British & AJJ.strollan ..., 
to take a longer time~ ~ry to do 
sorneth1og • He's making heaU)I weather 
of wrilsng Ills nport, Ingrid finished lws 
days ago. 

heavy-duty <_. 
heiiV)'·duty Anwioon & Australian, 

Informal 
complicated and ''I!I"Y senous • (always 
before noun> Studies shew that tire 
11/Jm£/ess lhlJflcp ~ lu:CJU)I-du()> health 
problems lSving on tM strm.s. 

heavy-handed 
heavy-handed 
1 if you try to control someone or 

something In a Mavy-handed way. you 
use more force than is necessary or 
suitable • His hPOIJ)'Iwnded style of 
manaf(cn~m Is cxJrcmt(>•unpopular. 

2 1£ an attempt to tell or teach someone 
something IS heavy-handed, It Is tOO 

obvious • The therrrc of drug abuse is 
I1'CaJOO in a way thclt is convincing 
u:lthout beiTllllreall)•·lland.cd. 

heck ), 
(just} for the heck of It American & 

Austrolian 
if you d<l something for the heck of It, 
you do it onlY because you wam to or 
because you think it is funny • 'fhq sp1mt 
the Cifter7W071 ph.onifl8 dif)ercrn numbers 
and tlllkfng to stl'tJII(Iers- jusrjor the heck 
of/L 

heebie-jeebie~ 

give sb the hHble.Jeebles irl[ormal 
to make someone feel anxious or 
flichtened • lVallcingar;ro....,theparkafter 
dark git'I!S me rfw hlM!bie.jeebies . 

heel 
bring/call sb to heel X 

to force someone to obey you • He decided 
thclt threatening to sue the publuhers was 
the~icst way Q[ bringing them to h«L 
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cometohocl 
to stop OOhavlng In a Wai' that aJUlO}'S 
someone in author ity and to start 
obc)•ing their orders • 1\./tliJ gorlernment 
rebels "fused toc:ome to heel and lwd to be 
expelled/rom the port)\ 

under sb's heel formal 
if you are under someQne's heel, they 
have complete control over you • For nine 
years this tsolattd communiJy lfved under 
the heel of China. 

heels 
at sb's heels 
1 if you are at someonc·s hools, you are 

foUowtng wry clooo behind them • Dr 
Grange wall.-c.d thr"Ough the ward u:ith u 
group oj student doctors at /Its lwcls. 

2 if you are at the heels of someone lhat 
you are competing with, you are ll(!l'y 
close til defeating them • Vlith sv miJTlY 
prQmisinc }'(}UTI(J contender$ ot his ~. 
&per can't alford to make an)! mi.stak~. 
• Tl~re are many }'(Iunger women 
snapplllll at lur lleds, eager to replace 
her ascompa.!IJ' director. 

cool your heels 
if some<lne leaves you to cool your heels, 
they force you to wait, often until >"OU 

become calmer • Til£ >'Orahs were Wt to 
cool their heels OL-emight in a pollee celL 

dig your heels In 
to refuse to oo what other people are 
trying to persuade you to do. especially to 

refuse to chan~'() your opinions or plans 
• U~ suggtsted it would bt quicker to fly, 
but she dug her heels In and insist~vJ on 
takingthetra.in. 

hard/hot on lib's heels 
1 if you are hard on sumeone·s heels, you 

are follo·wing very close behind them. 
cspccl.ally bcrousc you arc l.rY1n8 to catch 
them • SM ran dewn thl SU!ps wtth a 
erorsp Q/ journalists hara on hu Mcls. 

2 1f }IOU ru·e hard on the heels of someone 
that you are competilts: with. you are 
very close to dcfcatbl.g them • Th~y know 
Wf'rt hard on their heels and tll£y 'uecot to 
win their nc:d tlrrec llCimcs to retOi.n the 
championship. 

hard/hot on the heels of sth X 
if something comes bard on tile heels of 
something eh;e, it happens vary soon 
after it • A fum contract came hurd on 
the heels of the success Q[ their /irsr 
album. 

k.ick your heels DriUsll 
to be forced to wait for a p«iod of t ime 
• (usua!Js in continuou:; tenses) rm ftd 
up kiclrlnll m>' heels at lwme while all my 
frknds ore oul en)o)'ill(J tl1ems.ehie.s. 

kick up }'our hH4s AlruriC1111 & Jwstrolian 
to do things lhat you enJoy • Aller tl1e 
exams, u.-e kicked up our heels and had a 
really J,oood party. 

t~ko to your hHis 
to run awa,v quickl}' • As soon as t/l.eJI saw 
th~ SIJidiU3 coming. the)' took to tl~ttr 

heels. 

hell 
Hell hath no fury Olke a woman 

scorned). 
something lhat you say which means a 
woman wilt JTUike 11omeone suffer 1f they 
treat her badly • Don't be so sun! she'll 
[orgJve J.W. Hell Fwth no fury like a 
woman scorned. 

(a) hell on earth y 
a living hell 

1f a place or a situation is hell on earth, it 
is extremely unpleasant • Sbldlers wlw 
survit-ed the war in th~ j ungle described U 
as hell on earth. 

all he ll bnlaks loose lriformal .X 
1f all hell bre.aks loose, a sir:uation 
suddenly becomes noisy and violent, 
usually with a Jot of PC!Qple arguing or 
fiJ:hting • This big guy walked up to the 
bar and htt Freddie and suddenzy all hP.ll 
hroJ.:e /Qo.<;e. 

be hell on wheels American,lfl{ormal 
to behave in an angry or diffiC\U.t wey 
• When he was drinking, Ktm was hell on 
u.·heels. 

catch/get hell American &Australian. 
Informal 
lf you are going to catch hell, llomoone 
willbeveryangry with you• We'reaoinR 
w catch hell u:hen slw jlnds ollt we used 
humr. 



come hCIII or high water 
if ~·ou say you w!U do '<>motbing come 
hell or high water, you mean you :'Ir-e 
determined to do 1t e\ten if it is difficul~ 
• I'll get you tt; the air/)(!rt by 12 o'Clock. 
come hell or high wate.r: 

(just) for tM heU of it informal ~ 
lf you do something fbr L'le heUclf it. you 
do it only because you wantto, or because 
you think it is fmmy • I decided to dye m>• 
hair bright lfi'IJ21l.)Ustfor the hell Q[ tt. 

frighte n/scare the hell out of sb informal 
to make someone feel very frightened 
• He drives like a madman - frighJens the 
lien out Q/ me.. 

get the hell out very Informal Y 
to lc.-avo a plaoo w~1·y quickly • (usually + 
of) Wedidn'tstop to argue. u.oejust got t11e 
hell ern of there. • (often an order) Gel tile 
hell our Q[ mylwusc, Wore I call rhuops. 

g ive sb hell biformal 
1 to speak to somcon.c ln a very anary ~~ 

because tll{l}' have done something which 
has 31Uloyed or upset :ron • Did your Dad 
giLV!ji(JU hell abouJ the dell! in the car? 

2 to make someone suffer • (usually in 
continuous tenses) 1'he chfldrm have 
been giving me hell au a{Urnoon. so rm 
not in a vel)• good mood. • His new shoes 
arc (litling him helL 

Glv• them h..tl ! 
SQmethins that JUU say in order to tell 
someone who is going to take part in a 
cornpelltlon to tJ·y as hard as the~· can to 
win • Remember. ytw.•re the best. /\'ow go 
om tl1crcana giL-e t1wm llcll! 

go hell for leathet" ilifomwl .X: 
to go somewhere or do somcthlug vory 
Quickly • He was goil'lg /leUfor 1Mtl1er Jo 
gel to the supermorkez bejo~ tt cloS«i 

go through hi! II 
to have a v~cy unpleasnnt experien ce, 
especially one that lasts for a long per1od 
or time • The poer wuman's berm going 
tllrouch lleil ~-er tile ltist{ew month$, not 
knowing whether Mr son was alive or 
de .ad. 

Go to hellll.l€ry informal 
an impolite way of telli11g someone that 
what they do or say is not imt>Ortant to 
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you • '1 don't think lt 'sagood ld£a toshoui 
aJ him. "Oh, go Jo IUJllf' 

go to hell In a handbasketlhandcart 
American. in.fonnal 
if a person or system 1s going to hell in a 
handbasket, they are in an extremely bad 
state and becoming W<Jrse • (usually in 
continuous tenses) He be/ie!,Y!.S tile welfare 
system in this ccuntry is eoiey to hell in a 
haruican. 

not havo a chanco/hopo in hell )<;. 
to have no chanoe a t aU of ac.hieving 
something • (u!'uaUy ... of + doing sth) 
She hasn't a hope in hell of passing these 
e. Yams. 

H•U•s bells! old-fashlo!Ut(l 
something that you say when ~·ou are 
very surpri~ed or anno)-ed • Hell:<> bells, 
the wasfling machine's ouerJWwinB 
aHainf 

play (merry) hell ltifo.rmal 
to C()lllplain a lot or to beh.eve very badly 
• She pla)'ed merry hell about coming on 
tilts trtp. but I tllil~k she enj()yed it In tl1e 
end. 

play (merry) hell with sth informal 
to stop something from working as 1t 
should • 'fire pou"W cuL'i played merry heft 
with oqr cr>mpllUr $YS(f!ms. 

put sb through hell 
t~ make someone suffer • 01u coach pra 
us tl1rout:h Jwll rrytng lO gel u.s fU [or tiU! 
bigraaJ. 

ra !so hell )(" 
1 to complain. 1n a loud and angry way 

about something • She raised hdJ when 
she rwliud llcr offu;e ha4 no windows. 

2 mainly American to behave in a noisy or 
wild way that tlpsetS other people • A 
group o.f liids were ralsins 11efl in tlu.t 
street. 
a heU-rniser someone who behaves in a 
noisy or wild way that upsets other 
people • Wilen he was :;'Ounger fw was a 
rca I hell·raiser: 

there'll be hell to pay iliformal 'J( 
something that you say whicl1 means 
someone wlll be 11ecy angry it something 
happem • 111cre'll be hell to pay if she 
doesn't get tile money in time. 
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to hell with sbfsth veT')• lnfomwl X 
an impolite way of saying that someone 
or something is not important to you any 
more • 7b hell with S~Winc m(mey! rm 
eoiJtB shopptng. 

until hell freezes over informal f . 
1f you say that someone can do 
something until hcll ~us over, you 
mean they will not set the result they 
want • TheyC(JJI talk until Mllftwzesover 
- lhey won't make met:hange my mind. 
when heU freezes over if you say that 
something will happen when hell froo2A)s 

over, ycu mean that It will never happen 
• Thxes will be abolished when lu!ll/n!ezes 
over. 

what tho hell i11fomw1 X 
something that you say when you 
sud4enly change your plans to sbow that 
you will not worry about any probleln$ 
this might cause • 1 was going to worlr 
this evening, but what the hell - let ·s go to 
a movie instead. 

would sM sb In holl befor• you would 
dosth 
1f you say that ~-ou would see someone ln 
hell befb~Y you woul<l do scrnethlng. 
especially srunlillllng that they ha\'C 

asked you to do, you mean that }"OU would 
never do that thing • I'd see l~.r in hell 
bt,[ore I'd agree to an arrangement like 
that. 

the [(hlldlhDU5e/mother. etc.] from hell ' 
llumorous -
the worst or most unpleasant person or 
thing of that type tha.t anyone can 
Imagine • His mother's awful. Slw realJy 
Is the mother-In-law from hell. 

(fight/run/work etc.) like hell 
if you f'~.gbt, run or work like hell, you do 
it a lot or very Quickly • Jl'e /ward tire 
aJanno.ndranllkehell. 

hell-bent 
be hell·bent on sth/ doing sth X 

to be determined to do stlmething, 
usually something that people think is 
wrong • I..oall tans seemed Jlell-bent on 
t:au.~ing as much trouble as po!>Sible 
dlJring the mal(:)~. 

help \/ 
God/Heaven help sb /\. 
1 something that you say m order to warn 

someone that the~· may be hurt or 
p1mished • Heaum help you if your father 
t:aU'hi!.S you wearing his bes jacker/ 

2 something that you say when you are 
worried about someone who is in a very 
d!lncerous or unpleasant situation • Cod 
help anyone 1.0/w has ro be ol.lldoors em a 
drea4ful night /ike this! 

helter-skelter 
helter·sketter 

1f you dosomethmghcltcr-skcltcr, you do 
It very quickly and without organization 
• "1? all ran heiter-skelte.r down tlle Stairs 
as soon as the alarm sounded. 
helter-skelter • (always before noun) 
Polia hm~e been unable ro control the 
llelter·skeltergrowtfl of tlledruss trade. 

hen 
a hen night/party British &Australian 

a party for women only. especially one 
that is orsaniv.ed fbr a woman who is 
soon golnc to get marrie<l • Barbara's 
havtng Mr hlln ni{li!J a u>ee.k Wore the 
wedding. 

herd 
ride herd on sblsth American 

to be r~ponsible fnr controlling a group 
of people and their actions • The new 
edilor will r·We herd on tile Sl4ff, chcc'kinc 
on tlieoveraUpolicyand tone of tl!epaper. 

hide 
tan sb's hl.de old-fashioned 

to hit someone. usually a child, many 
times as a puntshment • 1'11 tan that boy's 
hide if he touches my toolbox again. 

hiding 
be on a hiding to nothing Brirish, 

lllformal 
to be in a situation where it ~ impo5$ible 
to succee<l • lVc UtCYC on a hidinG to 
notlling trying to get moro mo~ out Q{ 

the&otx!l'nmenr.. 

high 
high and m ighty 

someone who is high and mighty beha~·es 
as if they are more important than other 
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people • Ellie's sta!Ud. acting all fligh and 
might)! since she (JCOwr pronwtiiJn. 
the high and m ighty humcrous 
important J>OOPle • The prince u,VJ$ onlY 
allowed co sociaUu wit/1 che lltgh and 
might)' and had no conUJCt with ordinary 
people. 

high jinks 
excited and often si.llY behaviour when 
people are enjoying t.hemsel\res • TIIC)' 
were daJ~efng on tire tables and geUi11g liP 
roalt S(Jrtso[ lligh.finks. 

a high roller Amcrlccm&Au.stralian 
someone who spends a lot of money in a 
careless w~ especially risking money m 
games • He became A7lown as a high roller, 
and was invited to tile biggest gambUn.e 
robles In town. \ _, 

the high ground ,¥ 
1 lf a person or an organization has tho 

high ground, they arc In tho best nnd 
most successful situation • His wmpnllY 
holds the lrig/1 grcurul i11 the ai'X'.a of 
multi-media dtsl;s. • Both parties COldd be 
sem lr)•ing to tak e tl~ high ground on 
issues such a.~ education. 

2 if somctll.ing has the l1igh ground. it Is 
tholU'.ht to be of good Qu.ailly, serious. 
and honest • Our proeTOJmnes held the 
high ground of British broadcast 
Journctllsm. • ~~~ hav-e lost the moral 
high ground by backing ngimt!s with 
poor human rights rP.CTJrds. 

be as high as a kite X 
1 i'lformal to behave in a sill)• an<l excited 

wey becttuse you have taken drugs or 
drunk a Jot of alcohol • I tl·iet:f to talk to 
her. but she was as hfell as a kite, 

2 lfl!ormal to feci \'llry happy and excited 
• Winning the prize gave rrzy self 
cot¥ulMC6! a fntmendvus boost; I folt as 
high O$G Aim/or severoldaY$cifU:ru<ards. 

be for tbe high jump British & AI:Jsfralian 
lf someone is for the high jump, they will 
be puni.o;hed or s.evert>ly criticized for 
somethillS they have done wrong • She'U 
be for tile hlgli jump wMn. w mofJwr 
ftnds out she's been S11Wktng. .-

climb/get on your high horse A: 
if someone get& on their high horse about 
a subject, tlley become angry about it and 

start criticizing other people as if they 
are better or more cle\·er than them 
• (often + about) It's nc good BCUi118 on 
your hig}t hcrse abow sll18le parems. Yczt 
can't force people to get 11WT'TUd. ..,._ 
come/get (down) off your high horse 
to stop talhlng as if you were better ot• 

m01-c cle\'Cl' thall oU1er )loople • It's time 
)lOu can~£ down oJl your high horse and 
admitted )lOu might hove made a mt.stake. 

from on high )\ 
from someone in a position of aut11ority 
• All tlze rules are Imposed .{rom on high. 

hunt/search high .and low 
to search everywhere for somethlng 
• (usually ~ for) rue been hunting high 
and low for tile wti/icatc, bill I still 
hcven't/ou.n4 lr. 

in high dudgeon humorou.~ 
if you do something in high dudgeon, you 
do it because you are very IUlgry 
• Slamming the door in Meg's far.e. she 
drm.--e off in high dudgoon. 

it's h igh time )( 
If you say it's high time that SQmething 
Jwppcncd. ~'0\1 mean that it should 
already have be«! done • Her parents 
decided it was high time she started 
payingsomert nt. • (on~n 1 that)ll'shigh 
tltrr2 thct.t nurses u~n given better pay and 
conditions. 

leave sb high and dry 
to puc someone In a very difficult 
situation which they have no WBY of 
lilli king better • TIIR.stock moriw.t cm..q, left 
uslligh anddrywitlrdebtsof O!;.'flr £200000. 

live high offlon the hog American & 
AriStrolian 
to have a lot of money and Uve in 
comfot·t, especially eating and drinking a 
lot • He wa.'> a mlllloTUJire who II toed high 
on the hog aJ all tirrw.s. 

on high 
somcthiug ot· someone on high is in 
heaven • 1'he angels em high ::>aflit His 
praises. 

pile it/them high and sell it/them che01p 
nwfnly Hrltlsll 
to sell large amounts of something 8l 
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cheap prH:es • The shoPS at thf! lower end 
Qf the clothznc market haL-e suru1wd by 
piling it high and sellf.ng It cJ~tap. 

smell/stink to high heavon 
to smell \'ery bad • ThaJ chJcl;en farm 
stinks tohich hear.ten. 

high-flier 
a high-fl ier 
a high-flyer 

someone who i'> very sucoossful at their 
job and soon becomes powerful or rH:h 
• A llighjli~ In the el_~hlles. he was 
earning over £2()Q 000 a )Y!tlr: 

highly-strung 
highly-strung British & Austrolian 
high-strung Am~rican 

1\l!l'\'Ous and easily upset • Anno has 
alu:oys bWl highly-strung. whertas her 
brotJrer i$ one of IM mQSt relaxed people 
)'OU COlJidmt'tt. 

highways 
the highways and byways lUerory 

the highways and byw~ys of 11 pl11ce are 
il'l roads and paths • (usually + of) They 
travelled the hlghW4)'S and bJ'IIXl)'S of 
Britain to find Mt>Dle who could stiU sine 
the old trrulllionalfolksonSs. 

hill 
be over the hill Informal X 

someone who is over the hnl is too old to 
do things well • In tlle u;arld nf pop music. 
ptOple tii/Jlk you're over t11e llill at the age 
of tu~tntyjfve. 

not be worth :1 hill of beans American, 
informal 
to have very little or no valne • N"one of 
those guys Is UX>rth a hill of bron.s, so don't 
won-)' about wlwt thzy:say. 

up hill and down dale li.tFrary 
if you n-a\'Cl up hill and down dale, y0\1 

fr.l.vel all over an area • The man a:urW! 
hi.~ basket of goods up 11/ll Gild down dale. 

hilt 
(up) to the hilt 
1 1f you do somctlung to the hilt, you do it 

In the strongest and moot complete way 
that you can • All t1~r·ough rhe trlaJ, he has 

backed hts wife up to the 1111r. • The)• took 
the ncwaircroft and tested it to the hilt. 

2 if you borrow to the hilt, }'0\1 borrow as 
much money as you can, often so m~h 
thalli lsdlfficult to pay It bacl( • \Veron't 
raise any nwre mo11ey - we're mortga~ 
up to IM hilt as it is. • \Vith the 
gotJernm~nl borrowitlJ{ up to the hilt we 
CtJn expect tax rises. 

hind 
c.an talk the hind log(s) off a donkey 

British, hunwrous 
if you say that someone can tlilk the hind 
leg off a donkey, }"'Oll mean that they talk 
a lot • Hisfatllercculd talk tMhirui le.gQ{J 
adb11Jcey. 

hlp 
be joined at the hip 

if you say that two people are joined at 
the hip, you mean that they arc VCl'Y 

friendly with each other and spend more 
time tO£ether than i1! usual • I can go to 
London Wttllout Mike. We're norjoimd at 
the hiD. you A770W. 

shoot from the hlp ~ 
to reacr to a situation very qulcklll and 
with a lot of force, withtlut thinking 
about the l)OS3ible effects of your actions 
• fitS t:rttics accuse llim Qf snootiriiJ from 
the hlp when clu;llenged. 

hit 
h it sb where It huru (most) X 

to do somcthu:lg v;hich will upset 
someone as much as possible • She htt 
him wltert u hurt most - In his banli 
acrount. • If you want to hit her whm lt 
rwlly hurts. tell /1er $he'S putting on 
weighl CJGaiTL 

hit andlor miss Y 
if something is hit and mi.<;s, you cannot 
be certain of its quality because it is 
sometimes aood rutd sometimes bad • H~ 
U:.w:l a cheap printer. but the quality was a 
bit hil or miss. • R~tJur fOn!CtJstin.g used 
ro Ma very hlt.and,mlss o/Jalr: 

hit the ceiling/roof Wormal X 
Lo become \'QrY angry and start shout.lng 
• lf rm lateagarn he ·u hit the root 
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h it the dedUdirt American &Ausrra{icm. 
i1l[Qrl)l(l} 

to fall to the grotmd. Ol' to quickly llc on 
the ground. espe.clally to avoid danger 
• The shO(Jilng staned, am/ I heard 
St)ITI~CRt shout 'Hu tM deck!' 

h it tho sack Brttisll. American & )( 
Australian, iliformat 

hl t the hay American. informal 
to go to bod • I 'm solns to hit the sack - I'm 
exl1aust1Jd. 

a hit list )( 
1 a list of people that someone is planning 

to kill • HL~ name was on a terrorbt hU 
list. 

2 a Ust of people or organlut1ons that 
someone plans to <kl bac\ things to, 
especially to get rid of • There an a 
hundred scl1ools on the deJ)(Irtmtnt's hit 
list. which are thr11atened with dasurP (f 
thftir :."tandwll:s dtJ nuJ imprcx;~t. 

ahltman 
a crinlinal who is paid to kill people • A 
professional hit man can be hind for 
around £10. ()()(). 

not ""-wtNit hit you 
to feel .;ery ~ocked 11nd conl\1scd 
because somethinfl. US1113liY sometbir1g 
bad. bap])CilS to )'OU suddenly when yOU 

were not ~ lt • TM poor man 
&tood ~#~err! fWI kRowlng what hDd hll him. 
whilrtheJ'f)lke~hts an4 
before Sb knows what hit them • \Ve'tl 
breck down the door and luwe the 
handcu..(fs on tllent Wore they know 
what's hit them. 

hobbyhorse 
on your hobbyhorse 

if s-omeone is on their hobbyhorse, they 
are t:allting about a subject wb1ch they· 
tl\11\k is LntcresUng and 1mportant, and 
which they talk about at lillY time that 
theY can, e"-en if other people are not 
imcrcstcd • Don't mention tax. or 
Bernard'll get on hts hobbyhor~ again. 

Hobson 
Hobson's choice 

a situation in which it st-ems that you can 
choose between different things or 

actions, but there i.o; really only one thin~ 
thAt you can take or oo Jb Thomas 
Hobson was a man who kept horses and 
did not Gi\ 'C people a choice about which 
hnrse they could have. • It'$ liobson's 
clwicl!, ~cau~ if I don't asret to do what 
thty toont.l'lllo~ 11111 job. 

hog 
go hog wild American, informct 

to become too excited and eager about 
something, often so tlult :vou do too much 
• Tllcro's no need to so hog wtld just 
becauu it's Sarah'! blrthdoy- sht won't 
u.vmr such a fuss. 

ho-hum 
ho·hum Ammron, 111/brmal 

disappointing or not \ '!lry 1nter11st1ng • It 
teaS a ho-hum speech, no IJig deal really. 
• HP. still thinks soccer L~ kind of ho·hum 
and not worth u;atchi.ng. 

hoist 
be hoist by/with your own petard format 

if you are hoist by your own petard, 
something that you did in order to bring 
yon am•antattes or to harm someone else 
is now causing serious problems for }'OU 

• The BOtl€mment. who have made sucli a 
pOint of criticizing the opposition's nwrals 
now find themseA•es hoist by tlleir own 
perard as yet another miniSler is nnw led 
as har;lng anlUlclt a.!Jair. 

hold 
your own 

to be as 8Uc!!:eS$l\1l as other people or 
things Jn a situation • :ihe tan hDld twr 
ou:n In DlfY debal# m nii8Wn. • (often + 
apinst) The Frrndt.lranc htld its OlM 
~tlwD wL 

can't hold their drinkJIIquor 
if someone can't hold their drink, they 
get drunk after drlnking \<el'y Uttlc 
alcohol • You can't held )'OUr d rink. that s 
your problem. Two beers and you're rmder 
1M table. 

on hold 
if l 'OU are o.n hold when you are using the 
telephone, you are waiting to speak to 
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someone • Ms Eoon.s iS em thcotlu>J· fine at 
the moment-shall/ pUIJ.'CU on hold? 

put sth on hold 
to decirle that you will leave an acti'ltit)' 
until alater time • (tlS\lMIY p;:u;sl:lre) 1'/u! 
project Jtm ~l put on hold until our 
jirranciol posUion improtes. 
be on hold • EI-.Vfi~·VIinc'-~ ()II /wid o~in 
IJI!A:.'UI.Isecf the bad WC<ItJUir. 

holds 
no holds barred 

without limits or controls • Hi$ Tri!UJ shnw 
mtzy Q/Jmd some viercer.s. This is comedy 
wtth no holds barred. 
n()oholds-barred • (alwa.}·s before noun) 
In a no-holds-banl!d campaign. the nice 
gro•s arealu.-a.J.:~ the IDsus. 

hole 
a hole ci\rd Amerfc.an 

a secret advantage that iR ready to uae 
\VhCn you nood it • Sire $till had 0/U! hole 
card to get out of police cuszod.Y a phone 
call to an influentloJfrlmd. 

a hole in the wall American 
a small, dark shOp or re5taurant • Il'sjust. 
a hole ill the u:a/1. but the food is good. 
hole-In-the-wall • (always before noun) 
~~~spent rhe day going around hole·in·the­
u-all antlquuhops lookinRfor bali/DillS. 

be in a hole British & Australian, 
informal 
to be ln a difficult or cruban-assing 
situation • We ·re In o brt of a lwle !zero. 
IX'cowre u:e·c;e lo>t the letter t.Jt.ey sem 
telling us what we were supposed to do. 
cr'9 ~If into a hole lJrl b & 
AtJ!itraUun. llf/ortrutl to do something 
\\'hith nmkes you ~mbal'l1U!S9d or cau.ses 
y-ou prol!h!rns v,Jllch \Y.ill be dUt1cuft to 
s(tlve • TJte government is di!!gmg ilselj 
inlo an Qtren dflper Jwk by tcf~ w 
admirttmadea miSlake; 
disfget sl> out of ;~ holet Drillsh & 
Australian. tn.ronnal to help someone 
who is in adifficultsiiuation • She got t7U' 

out of o llole by lending me the money ft.Jr 
the flight back to New York • (ofhm 
:reflexive) T managfXJ to dig m>'SCl/ out of 
a hole hy prewulinc 1 /l.ad cnl.Y been 
joking. 

be in the hole Anwrlcan, Informal 
if someone is ru1 amount of money in the 
hole. the)· owe that amount of money 
• He~~ $5()() in the hole cifter buying his car. 
go Into the hole Amer ican, informal 
• Therompalgn has nm out of mcney and 
is going into the hole. 

blow a holet ln sth X.. 
if you blow a hole in someone's oPinions 
or arguments, you show that they are not 
trua or right • Bloodstains on the slzeets 
blew a llole in the de,fmce's W'/{ument. 

biQ.W{make a hole in sth 
if fiDmeth ing makes a hole 1n .an amount 
of mone); it ta~es a lot of that money to 
pay for it • The trip made a hole in our 
S(IIJiJIRS. bUilT fOOS worth iL • The llCID tax 
Is likely to blow on enormous hole in our 
profits .. 

need s1h like (you need) a hole in the 
head humorous 
if you !li'IY you need something like a hole 
in the head. you mean you <lo not ne!!d it 
and do not want it • ivc nliW a ru:w 
shopping centre in our rtdgh./x)llrhf>od 
like u-e need o hole in the I~! 

hole-and-corner 
hole-and-corner British 
hole-in-thet-cornff Drilish 

hole-and corner acti'l'ities are kept 
secret, usually beeausc lhCY are 
dishonest • (alwa..vs bctbre noun) 1 don't 
wa11t any trU>rt lwle·in·the corner deals, 
from now all Ol.lr business wJJI be dcn6 in 
Ole oprm. 

holes 
p lc:k hole sln sth 

tn f"mc,l mistakes in something someone 
has done or satd, to show that lt Is not 
good or nOt correct • Tile lawyer did her 
bess to pick holes in tlw witness's 
statemmt.. 

holier-tha~thou 

holier-than-thou 
somlltlne who is hoi il!t··than·thou behaves 
as if they have better morals than other 
people • 1 <."t.tll't sta11d tlwr lloller-tlUlll· 
tllou artiuukrhat someveaetarians haVe. 
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beat sb hollow Briti$11 & Australian 

to defeat someone easily and by a large 
amount • Wepla;ytd m,y broth8r'sschoolat 
football and beat them hollow. 

ring/sound hollow 
if SOtttethin.g someone says rlngs hollow, 
It does not sound ~ or s.ncere • The 
claims the}• ma.d.e two JICClT$ as:o that /)(I(JU 

was just around the comer ring 1.-ery 
lloiiWJ ncx.o. 
have a hoUow ring • In ciwJ qf tM 
COI.'frnment's jino.ncwJ pmblem.~. ~ 
promisi'SIUJC¥ n hoi IWI ring. 

holy 
the holy of holies humorous 

a very speclal place I£:> 'I'ho holy of 
holil!ll is the ~t speciRI part or a 
religious building. • 1111s football 
stadiwll is tile IUJiy Q[ IIOIIU to many flms. 

home 
Home is where the heart is. 

something that you u.v which mi!IIM that 
your true home ls with the person or in 
the plaoe that you love most • 1 don't mllld 
mot.oing round the world with Chris. Home 
is uolwrv the lw:rt ls. 

111 home from home Dntlsh 
a home away from home Aml'rlcan & 

.l!ustrollatl 
a place where you f~I ~A£ comfortable 89 

you do In your own home • 1 visil 
Au.stralw so r{trm, it's become a hom~ from 
hom~ for me. 

a hometnrth 
if you tt'U somoone a home truth, you tell 
them an unpiCI'\SIInt (:tel, usuallY 
someth illl: bad about themselves 
• (usually plu ral) It's time someone told 
that boy a /tw home truths about llis 
#Jeha I! lOW:. 

the home straight Dritish &i!usrralfan 
the last part of a long or difficult activity 
• We can't g/1.:-e up now ta!'n on the fro~ 
straight. 

the home stretch 
the last part of a lcmg or difficult activity 
• " ?'ve bNn working on thl' projtct/Or six 
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month.<;, but we 'rc Ill tJ1c llome stretch 
now. ... ._... 

1 if~ is at home In a 11tuadon. they 
1l!cl confldcnt and happy Wt11US4.' it ta 
familiar to them Hnd the)' knov.' how to 
deal with it • Cotten+ in) 81 1M 11111 Q/ 1M 
u'«k slw &c-as ~ln11tng tv~~ mon at 
lroRIIl In btu MIQ job. • I* is "'U4lly nt 
home in a ~orclustro or~ 
jllu With /rlffflds. 

2 if sometbine ot' SOmeoDC! ill at ll<llne 
son~CW~Ks~. they are sullllhle for that 
~and look rlcht in h • This paintillll 
u.VIU/d her IIIOil' en home 111 tm art gal/try 
tlran halrllinJ: on somf~Mn lW/ftll room 
U!(l/L 

be ho~ and dry maillly Drltl.sh 
ba home and hosed Au$tralum 

to have oompletro someth!Jlg 
RUcces.~lly • l'l.~}ust J:Oloncmorcrcport 
to write and l'U be home 611ddrj\ 

be home free Amerlcon&Austrollan 
to be certain to succeed at somethinG 
bcc:ause you liRVe finished the n1ost 
diffiCUlt part of i t • Once you kave tl~ 
t'Jr,Ore$SW<O' and cross the britJ8e, yOu're 
~tree roe'rt chctlltrd llousea/rer Jlle 
bridge. 

be nothing mud! to write home about 
not much to write home about 

to not be especially good or exciting • Tlu! 
fOOd was OK;. but nothing w UYite horne 
about. 
ClH'OSrn somettling to write home 
about • If England U.'Oll the Jl!OI"/d CltA 
that would bP :stlllll!thing to rQrire hoiiW 
abouJ! 

bring sth home to sb X 
to .m.ake someone understand :.omething 
much more clearlY than theY <!1<1 before, 
esi)Ccially somcthinl! unpleasant • These 
pllotograpl1s flnaU)• broUJ:ht home to us 
the Wrible reolitif!s Q[ u:ar. • It rook 011 

inlcmaticlwl crl.sis to brtng il /tome to 
British poJltlda~ that th~· d~perate(y 
nellded a/lies in Ew-ope. 
come home to s b • if 80mething COU1e3 

home to someone, they understand It 
clearlY • It suddenly came 1101/W w r1111 t llat 

l had mode thcmostauJ!iJlmlstake. 
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drive/hammer sth home 
w S(ly somcthins very clro.ri.Y nml with ll 
lot of for~. o.fl.cn l'Opcat.lng il several 
times. so that you are sure that people 
Wldersta.nd it • SJw used charts and 
statistics U) drive IUJTM her message that 
u•e need to IICOnomfze. 

hit/strike home >" 
1 if somothins- that sotueone ~·s hits 

home, It he., a strollJl effeet on you 
because it forces you to understand 
somethl.rn! unpleasant • I amid s.e. tJuJt 
the criticism was bellinnilll! to hit Jwme. 

2 u· an action or a s ituation hits home, It 
has a s trong negat ive effect • Consumer 
spmdlng has tkcrllaSed as tax rises have 
begwt ro hit home. 

keep the home flros burning 
to kC()p yeu.r home pleasan1 and in good 
order while poople who mually li\'e with 
you are awaY. especially at ~·ar • TM:,· 
relied on their wtves and sweethearts to 
keep the home fin.>s burning when th()• 
marched off to war. 

make yoursd[ at home /, 
to behave in a rcla.-:ed way in a place. a,., if 
It was your own home • (etten an order} 
Sit down and TTUJke }'OUrself ol IIOI'fle 
u.•lzile T mt:lke sonu1 cof)e.t.. • we made 
our52lues at home. USII'It tlze botllroom 
and drinking aU IMlr Mt?t 

play away fTom home 1Jr1tlsll & 
Australian, lnformtll 
to have sex with someone who is not your 
usual pa.rtnet· • (usuallY in continuous 
tcmses) How d1d you dtsco11er that }'OUr 

husband IOOS playing away from lu>rM? 

What's sth when it's at home 7 lJrteJ.sh & 
Att.!>tralian, lllft>rmDI 

Who's sb when he's/she's ;at home? 
British & Australian, ili/Ormal 
sometlung that you say when )'OU want to 
know what something is or who someon~ 
is • rene shui! What's that uohen It's at 
hom e? • Who's l1-fariella Frostrup when 
she's at home!' 

homework 
do your homewol1< 

to mal<e careful preparatiom so tbac )'OU 

know all }'OU need to know about 

somethlng and are able to deal \\1th 1t 
successfully • Thcj· hadn'c done t heir 
homework. or they'd haue l:noiCII u was a 
U.YlSieQ/ timca..v.Jnc IIU thatQutstiOTL 

honest 
honost to God 111/onnal 

something you say ln onler to emphasize 
that )'Ou 11re tell ing the truth • 1 didn't 
mean to hurt him. hom!St to 0«1 !didn't! 

be as honest as the day (Is long} 
to be completely honest • You can be CIS 
honest CIS !he dq)• ts long and stlllgl!t tnco 
troubiP If )'OU fill IJI )'our tax form 
incon"fdi)l. 

make an honest woman of sb humorous 
1f ~ man makes an honest woman of 
someone tbat he Is having a rclationship 
with. he marries her • You't't lH:m livtna 
wull Jean for five yoors. lsn 't iJ time you 
mndpon hOTH!.st WOnuJn Q/ h#r? 

honest-to-goodness 
honest-t~oodMss 

an honest-to-goodness thing or J>CCSon 1s 
plain, simple, and ~x.actly what they 
aDJ>eal' to be • (Riways before noun) rd 
much rat/Uir have an honest·to-gtXXIIWS$ 
steak than all)! of lite fancy Slii/J ltuooks. 

honesty 
Honesty Is the best policy. 

somettung that you~ which means that 
It is bost to be honest • 'W1tl1 ~ar.Umshlps, 
CIS with so nmny aspects of lifo. ho~S()· Is 
undoob1aily tile best polic)l. 

honeymoon 
a honeymoon period 

a short period a t the beginning or a new 
job Ol' a new governmcnc, when no one 
crltictzes you • Labours br ief 
hon~·mnon JX!rlod only lasted until the 
first boogcr. 

honour-bound 
belfeel honour-bounc:f to dost h Blilish & 

AJJ.stralion, 
belfe~l hono,..bound to do s tll American 

&Australian 
to feel t.hal you must do something 
because it is morally rigllt. even if you do 
not want to do it • rd rather co UJ 



Andrew's party bUt 1f<£l honour.bowul tCJ 
go to Co.rollne's b«aLtSt she asked TTU!firsL 

honours 
d o the honours British & Australian. 

humorcnJS 
do the honors Amerkan & Austrulian 

to pour drinks or sen-e food • 'Lers. ear. 
Sltalll do the honours?' 

hoof 
on the hoof 
1 British. & AIJStraltan if you make a 

decision on the hoof, you make it Quickly 
to n.--act to a situation whtcl\ is 
happening, and oo not ha\'e tim(! to t:lunk 
about It cat'Ofully 

2 RrltiSh &.Az.strulian if ~·ou do something 
on the hoof, you do it while )'OU arc 
walkmg al"'Und dolngotherthlngs • He's 
:;o busy, lie usuall)• has tunch on th<' !loot 

hook 
bet off the hook 

if a telephone 1s off the hook, the pert 
that you speak into is not lying in the pert 
that holds it so tl1e telephone willllO( r ing 
• He lift tile ~kpllonu~[f the Jwok bectluse 
l1e dldTI't u.•t1nl to bt disturbed. 

by hook or by crook )'. 
If you 11\tf!nd to do something by hook or 
by crook, )'UU are determined not to let 
anytllillB stop you dolnR It and a~·e ready 
to usc ru~· methods • / decided that l was 
Rolnll to IW tfwt}ob by hook or by crook. 

fall for sb hool(, line and s inker 
to fall \'Cry much In love wJtlt someone 
• I'd net-er sem ~uch a good-lookfnc bloke 
- I}uslfellfor him llook,lineondsinker. 

fall for sth hool(, line and sinker 
to cnmplet+>ly helieve snmeth ing 
someone tells you which is not true • I 
told him I needed tl!e money for my bob~ 
andlrefelltor it llook.linennd sinker. 

get/let sb off the hook 
to allow 601'1le000 to ~pe from a 
diffiCult situation or to avoid ttoiml 
$Qhluthlng that they do not. want to do 
• JOhn'S ae~W(l ro go to rh4 m~lnJI/n 1J'IJ' 
plaa., wthat l«ts meoff thehutlk. 
be off the hook • You 'ro nf)' the Jumk 
SOIIUlOII11 else has !X11UIIl«r\V to do rJ~,e jol). 

197 hop 

r ing off the hook Amet·ican, irifarmal 
if your telephone ri.nss off the hook, it 
rings a lot • Tilt box ojflt:e phones u:ere 
rlngtncoff the lwoka/1 daJt 

Sling your hook! BrltLom.lnfbmiOI. 
t~ld-/osllioncd 

on impolite way of tolling someone to go 
awa..v • When he couldr~'t pay the rent, she 
tl)/d him to ,;ling his !look. 

hooks 
get your hooks into sth/sb 

to get control ur innuence m'flr 
SQmethlng or someonE' • We'll aU be 
sl!l!ing a lot I(!SS of Robt.rr if ,Toanna gets 
hu flQOio.s inlo him. 

hooky 
p lay hooky A ln<'rican & Australian, 

itl!ormal X 
to s tay away t'rom l;chool \\;thoot 
permission • Any kid who's rroJ ill scfrool 
at th is time of day must /x:plt;ryitrg hOOk.1\ 

hoops .)( 
goljump through hoops 

to do a lot of difficult things befon }'UU 

are allowed to have or do something you 
want • They r<'.all;• moke you jump 
through 1100ps before t11zy ollotl: )'OU to 
adopt. a baby. 
put sb ttvough hoop$ • SM was put 
throushf(IT 11Wre hoops than (t man would 
hai..V! been before the studio allou..oed lu?r to 
direct l!er firs!. film. 

hoot 
llO( care/give a hoot lnftJrmal y 
not care/give two hoots informal 

it" you donotgjvea hoot about somethin,g 
or :someone, you do not care about them 
at an • (often + about) I don't cice a hoot 
abom ket.I>ine tJUJ lwuse tidJ: • {oflllt1 + 
quesrion word) 'l1ley dou't care two hoots 
who win.sas torvras it's a Rood Ram~. 

hop 
catc_h sb on the> hop 

if )"<>U catch someone on the hop. you do 
something when they are not r-eady for it 
and may not be able to ooaJ with it well 
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• I'm qfraid yoo 'r;e caught me on the lwp­
I WCISll't expecting your call unt il this 
oj'lernoon.. • 1/ we attack at tM very star: 
Q[ the game., we may jus/ catch their 
dejend2rs on tile hop. 

hope 
hope against hope 

to hope VEO' strongly that something wiU 
happen. altho~Uth you know it is not very 
likely • (usually in <:ontJnuous tenses: 
usually + that) ~·e were just lwping 
ogo tn.sJ I !Ope that she would be rescued. 

., hope chost American 
the thlruts a young woman collects to use 
In her home after she is manicd • Gloria 
sptnt the next te1o rrwnths embroidering 
~/orlwrfwpecMst. 

live In hope "< 
to hope that something )'OU wlUlt to 
happen wall happen uMday • /\'(»leO/ my 
poems have been puhliM~ yet. but T llw 
til hope. 

hopes 
pin your hopes on sthlsb ""<. 

to hope that sometllinJ: or someone will 
help you achiC\'C what )'ou want • Tile 
[XIrf)' i$pinning iJ.shoptson ltsMwleoder 
who is :young. good-looking. and I.V!t)' 

popular with ordinm y propiL. 

hopping 
be hopping m ad cld.Jaslltoned 

to he \'ery angry • My Dad was hoppln[t 
mad when Uolct him I'd crashed hi$ car. 

horizon 
on the horizon 

something that is on the honzun is likely 
to happen soon • There ts no new drug on 
the lwrlum that will make tilts disease 
easiu to treat. 

horizons 
broadenlwiden sb's hori:rons 

to increase the range of things that 
:;omeone knows abwt. has exverieru::ed. 
or is able to do • This uip m rhe Far F'.cst 
has certainly br-oad(!Jted our family's 
horir:ons.. 

hornet 
.... ,... 

a hornet's nest ./ 
a :;it uation or subject which causes a lot 
of people to become angry and upset 
/£::J A hornet is a large insect that stings 
people badl)! • 1/i.s rem/JI'ks on the role qf 
women hatte stirred up a hornet's nest 
csmong~:1 fcministt. • Animal cloning is a 
reallrorrn:t 's nest. 

horns 
bo on tho horns of a dilemma 

to bo unable to decide which of two 

things to do bccaUS(l either could hll'o-e 
bad results • llow can we decide wlucl1 
hospital/() cwse? 14~ are on the llor11s qf a 
dilemma. 

dnwfpull in your horns 
to act in a more caroM way tllal\ you dro 
before, especially by spend In~ less money 
• lie 'II~ to flraw In hIs horns. now lhat 
he's lost his job. 

lock horns 
1f two \)«)piC lock homs. they argue 
about something • (often + over) The 
mayor csnd her tkput)' locked honiS over 
the plans for thl! new rood. 

horse 
horse sense old-fashioned 

Qrdinary Jl('liCtical knowledge of the best 
~· to deal with voople and situations 
• Has he ROt enough lwrse SMSC M t tO get 
lntotkbt? 

3 horso of ~notherf~ d ifferent color 
American 
a situat ion or a subject that 1S different 
from wltat you had first thought it was 
• You sold )'Oll didrrt like going to the 
1110(}ies. bur if you don't rOOJil togo ~:au.~ 
_you're hrok~ that~~ a hnrsP. oF anothu 
rotor. 

eat like a horse ..X 
if ~·ou cat like a hor..--c, )'OU always eat a 
klt of food • She tills ltke a.llorse, so I don't 
knou:htJW she Tnan11.1Je<i to stay so thin. 

(straight) from the horse's mouth .:::X 
if you get information about something 
from the horse's JOOUth. you get it trom 
someone who is in\'Olved in it and knows 
a lot about it • ~.)'Oll sure she's leaving?' 



'Definirel>~ I heard it straight from the 
lwrse's mouth.' 

1 could eat a horse. • 
something t11at yon say when you aftl 
very hungry • J'ue had nothing but a 
sandwich all daJ•- 1 coulrf <',(,It a hor:w.. 

You can load a horso to wator (but you 
can' t make him/it drink). 
something th11t you :;ay which me:;ns you 
CWl giv~ so.meonl! the opp01·tunl ty to dO 
something. but you cannot force Ulem to 
do It If they do not want to • 1 made all tlte 
arrallJJf!T11imts. bought the tit:J.if!t, and I!L'I!n 

rook him to the airpon, but he JUSt 

wouldn't llet on the plane. Well, you can 
trod a horse to u.Yitcr. but you can no' maJ."'J 
lumdrlnk. 

horses 
Horses for courses. /JrlrJsh &Au$trallan 

something that yvusay which 1neans that 
it 1s important to choose suitable people 
for particular actl\lit~ lx:eausc 
e\'el'}'Oile has dill'erent skills • Ah Wf!ll. 
horseS f or courses. JuSt because a plumber 
C,(,ITI mend your washing machU!e. il 
doesn't follow that he can nlt'nd yotrr car 
ast~U. 

Don' t spare the horses. Australian, v 
i.riformal /\ 
something that )'llU say to someone in 
order to tell them to hlUTY • Co and buy 
SQme milk and den 'I spare tm horses. 

Hold your hones! ir!{ormal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone to stop doing or £ay1ng 
something because the)' are going too 
rast • ,Just hold ;)'OUr horses. Rill. I-ds 
thi11k about this for a moment. 

hostage 
a hostage to fortune.{<lnnal 

If som~<lhing is a hoslag~< to Conuue.. it 
could be harmed hything!>lhathappenin 
the fut\tre • Inviting terrorl-.o:ts to take pan 
fn the talks has creat£fl o hostage to 
for/unf!. 
give a hortage to fortune forma/ 
give hostages to fortune /Orma1 • If 
something gives a hostage to fortune. it 
may cause problems in the futUl'C • She 
could never be prestdml because ill!l' 
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jouroolisric worlcglt'i!S too 1tll1JUI hostages 
to fortune. 

hot 
hot a ir iti/Ormal 

if somcthill8 tlult son1eonP snys is ;ust 
hot atr. tt ls not sincere and will have no 
practical results • Their promises LilT ned 
11ul to be just .~o much hot afr. 

(all) hot and bothered l'lformal 
worried or angr)'. and sometimes 
physically hnt • Dad gl!ls all hnl nnd 
botheroo f/ someone parks In his parking 
spac6. 

hot and heavy AmeriCtJn. injbrmol 
If wrnuthlng or someonE! Is hut and 
he&\1! they are Cull of !ilrcmg l!lll(ltions or 
s-s>xual feelincs • Cu<'.SS who l saw g('.lting 
lwt and lloovy on tile dance floor? 
• Tetevlstcn news COL"e1'(1.8e of tile fighting 
has bw11. hvl and heaLy. 

hot dog A millican. informal 
to petiorm acrions in a sport so that 
people notice you beca\Jse of your skill or 
speed • (always - adr;/prep) TIUI>• spent 
the ikl).• hol doggiflg dawn the slope:; at 
ASJ.;"';!!l. 

a hot dog AmP.rican, ill[ormal someone 
who lri<!$ to make people notice them by 
performing especially f:m or well in a 
sport • Mike's just orm llot dog! - it's 
amclZiM what he dot's in front. of a big 
crowd. 

Hot dogl .lllr~ICIJ1l. oldfoshiofW(J 
something that you say when you are 
very pleased about something • You ICOn 
themce? Hotdog! 

hot under tt.e collar itiformal 
if someone is hot unc1cr the collar: U1cy 
are lU'lg{'}' • He got t'€1)• hot under the 
collar rci'le11 I suggested that he might be 
mistaken. • 1'he issue qf waste dispu:ral is 
getting a lot of pet)ple hr;t under tf1e collar. 

a hot button Amerl«rn. Informal 
a subject that Is Important to people and 
which tlwy feel very s trongly about 
• Cf!J'Ider issues hOL-e become IMJfllethiT'..g of 
a hOt bulion Of late. 
hot-button lln!Vican • {always bclorc 
noWl} Sex di.scriminotlon In en~ploymem 
iso llot·bWtonpolmcal ts.sue now. 



a hot potato I NOrmal 
something that 1s difficult or dang~rous 
to deal with • The abortion LfSue Is a 
political hot potalQ in rhe Onited States. 

a hotspot 
1 a place where peQple go for e:-.-citing 

entertainment like dancing • The club i's 
OM Q/ tlut city's prpmfue l1ot wets .. 

2 a dangerous place Where there may be a 
war or other violent e--ents • 1 spmt my 

caner reporting from tht world's hot 
SpotS. 

the hot tlc:ketAr~rican 

someone or som«hin.g that is very 
pOpUlar at the present t:1loo • Fosllion 
wri.lers predict that ankh-strop shoes will 
be tht hot ticJ;eJ this/aiL 
h ot·t lcket American • {always before 
noun) CIJ.Rbm is a hot·tkket item tn th£ 
ston!s right rtOUl 

be hot off the press 
news that IS hot off the press h.as just 
been p1·inted and often CQJltains the most 
recent information about something 
• Tills is the ia/e$1 news/rom Ra.~nia. hot 
Q/1 th£ pre$$. 

be hot stuff eery irl[ormal 
if someone is. hot stuff .. they are sexually 
attractive • Tlwre's a new girl in ow· class 
Sl!e ·s hot SlUff. 

be In hot water 
if someone is in hot water; people are 
angry with them and they are likeb• to be 
punished • lle/ound l1imself tn /lot wattr 
over his speech about immigration .. 
get (!!b) into hot water • You ·u ge.t tmo 
hot water(/ your teacher finds out. 

be too hot to handle informal 
if something or someone is too hot to 
handle. people cannot deal wi(h them, 
because the)' are dangerous or difl1cult 
• The book was so sexually explicit. it was 
ccnsiducd too hot «> handle by most 
publishers. 

bJow hot and c:old 
to sometimes I ike or be Interested in 
something or someone and sometimes 
not. so poople arc confused about how 
you reall)• feel • It's lmposslbi£ tO Jwve a 
r-elaJJonshlp with someone who blows hot 

and CJ:>ld aU tM time. • (often - abou t) 
Scpllle kept blowlne llot and coif/ abolll 
the idro if wt»*irtg abroad. 

drop sb/sth like a hot brick/potato 
iliformal 
to sudd~mly gel dd of some<~ne or 
something that you ha11~ heen invol\·ed 
with bocausc you do not want tllem any 
more or you are worried they~ tauS() 
problems • Tile gowrnmem dropped the 
plan liJc4! a hot brlcl! wlwn they realtz«l 
tile bad.{eelifll( it was causing. 

feel/go hot and cold (all over) RrWsh & 
Atsstrolian. ili/Orm.al 
to feel that your bod}· is hot and cold at 
the same t.lmc. because yon h:\Ve had a 
shock • When I suddenly saw him again 
in the sriWI o,ilCJ' all th~e years, 1 u.vmt hot 
oruJccUJ all ooer. 

go/sell llke hot cakes /' 
if thint,'S an! going hke hot cakes, people 
are buying a tot of them very fa.<rt • (nflen 
ln continuous tcJUeS) The book ha.s only 
Just been published and copies areolrcodY 
se/UTIJ( /tke hot cokes tn both Britai11 and 
America. 

have (donelhadlseen etc.) more sth than 
sb has had hot dinMrS Hrltlsll & 
Austmlion 
to have done.-. hrul. seen etc.. something 
many times. so that you have had more 
experience of It than th~ person you arc 
talking to • YOWlg man. r~ been lQ more 
/ootbaU matches thtm .vou'ue /l.a4 hot 
ditllwrs, so .>'011 don 'f IKIL'e to explain the 
rules Q/ thegome to me. 

In hot pursuit ~ 
if fOU ru~ in hot JlW'S\tit of someone m· 
somcU1ing, you arc lbllowillR closely 
behind them and t.rymg hard to catch 
them • Thcgongflcdfrom rhe$($leof the 
crime willl the polic.e in llot pursuit .. 
• (ofien "' of) Jean immediately jumped 
Ln.to her mr and Sill off in Jwt pursuit of 
thelnJCJi. 

in the hot seat British. American & 
AJlSinrlian 

on the hot seat AmtrlCLlll 
in a position where you are responsible 
for important or diff'u:ult things • He 
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Slsddenb · found hin~ in the hot seat, 
facing a hundred a1J87Y residents at a 
protest ~lng. • Sh~ has beiln the rroman 
in the flat seat at thi~ rompa.ny cturing the 
I0$1/i!.~diflkull ¥'ears. 

hotfoot 
hotfoot it m/ormal 

to walk or run quickl>' • You 'd better 
Jw(/oot It down to tlu 11idlo shop htifore it 
ci0'$U. 

hots 
to hava the hots for sb t."eTJ' illformal 

to be strongly SCl\1lally ~ttt-acted to 
someone • Hl!'s had the hots fl>r Su~ eL-er 
since hefust met her. 

hot-to-trot 
hot-to-trot Amerlca.n. uer,y Informal 

scJ..-\talJY exciting or sexualty excited • He 
used to buy h~r hot.(().trot utldRruttar and 
liUie mf lycro numbers u:ith plunging 
n~kllnes. 

hour 
in sb·s hour of~ 

at a time when someone needs help \"ery 

much • 1 shall ne~r Jorcet that they uwe 
the peopk Who helped me in my hour o.f 
na'(}. 

hours 
at all hours (of tho day and night) 

lrt m~y time of the day 01· night • TJuzy 
k~p calling me on 1M phone at all ho~ 
tc ask qucsricns 1"11-e a/read)• ansuwed. 

at illll hours (of the night) 
very la.te at night • Ho1c do you expect me 
to sleep fClum you 'n playing loud music at 
all hooTs? 
tiU au hours (of the night) until very 
late at night • They sit up tJJl all hours of 
1M night drinking beer a.nd plczylng cards. 

house 
a house of cards 

1 

an organuatlon or a plan that is very 
weak and can easlly be destroyed • TM 
organization t.hat loolood so solid and 
dependable turned out to be a house Q{ 
rortJs. 

bring the house down 
if someone or somethlnc brings tht­
oouse down durmg a play o1· shew, rlJ.eY 
make the people watch inc it laugh or <:lap 
vors loudlY • Tire clown sang a duet wilh 
tile ta./klng l10rs~. Whicll brOIJI[IU t/U fiOUS(' 

down et.'61J' niJlht. 

eat sb out of house and home htmWI"OUS 

to eat most of the food that someone has 
in their house • The boys hOt.'€ only bfe.n 
back t.UXJ daJ.'S and t fley'w already eaten 
ITW. VlJt of JwlJSR. and hf>me. 

got on lll<o a house on fire Uifomral 
lC two people get on liliD a house on fire, 
they like each other 'rel'Y much and 
become friendS v~ry quickly • I was 
IL'Orried tllat they u;'Ouidn"t l ike roch uther, 
but in fact they're getting on Uke a house 
Oil fire. 

get/put your own house in order 
to solve YOl.U' own problems • You should 
pUJ your own he~ In order bl:fore you 
start gir;ing me adulce. 

not give sth/sb house room 
to refuse to beQ:)me involved with 
someone 01' somcthlnjJ, because you do 
not like them or approve or lhcm • A 
JTSpectabll! urganizctJQn shouldn't be 
gir;lng house room to a bunc:h of bigot~d 
fanatics. 

on the house 
if food ordri.nll i$ on the house in a ba1·or 
restaurant, It is provide<! free by the 
owner • We llad to wail/or a table~ they 
GfWe us o.ll l{itl and tonics on the Jwuse. 

houses 

go (all) round the houses British. 
to wt~St.- t im.- s.'\Ying a lot of thi.ni:S that 
are not important befOre )'OU get to the 
subject you want to talk about • There's 
rw need tc go all round tflelwuses. )USJ tell 
me straiglrt out what's wrong. 

how 
And how! Ame~·ican &A.u.strolian 

sornp,thing that )'OU say ln order fO 

emphasi:>.e that you agree wtth \\'hat 
someone has just saJd • 'It wos a great 
8®1£ last night.' J4nd howl' 
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huddle 
~t/go Into a huddle 

to form a group away from other people 
ttl discusssotucthlng secretly • They wem 
into a huddle for a minute. then accepted 
tl!eoflu. 

hue 
iii hue and cry 

when there is a hue and cry about 
somothl.ng. a lot of people complain 
noisily about it • T.ocal pe.opk raised a 
terrible hue and cry alxmt tJu: plan to 
clcse the vU/a((e school. 

huff 
huHandpuH 
1 to breathe noisil)l usuallY because you 

have boon doing physical cxe1'Cise 
• They're so ullflt they start huJJirt..~ and 
puffing if they ha~.~ to run j'UrtMr than 
twent)• yards. 

2 informal to oomplain nolsUy about 
something but not be lible to do an>•thlng 
about it • They hlif)"cd and pujfrd about 
tire price, butevenu«tll)' they paid up. 

In a huff informal 
feeling angry with someone because they 
have done or said something to u~ you 
• She'S in a huff bemuse I forgot to call Iter 
klsJ nigJu. • He u:alkedoff in a II WI because 
l htutn't satoed him a spa~ at theta])/~. 

human 
To en is human, (to forgive, divine). 

formJJI 
something that you say which means It Is 
natural to make mistakes and it is 
in\POI'tant to forgive people when they do 
• You~ think he could find it in his heart 

to fl>11live her. Th err is human and all 
that. 

hump 
be over the hump American, in!onnal 

to be past the most difficult or dangerous 
part of an activity or period of time 
• We're over tlw hump now. I'm back at 
work and we't-erepaid our debcs.. 

get the hump British, iriformal 
to get alllloyed or uPSet with someone 
because you think they have done 
something bad to you • TOIU' got the hump 
becauu lifo thought~~ hadn't tniJited him 
tofMparzy 
have got the hump Brilish, informal 
• She's goJ the hump because I furgot her 
birtluia)'. 

hunky-dory 
be hunky·dory inJomraJ 

if 3 situation is hunky-dory; there 311! no 
problems and people a.t'C h..1PPY • It's n.o 
good prewndlnk et;eTJ•thtng Is lumlo-'tlory. 
1 heard J'OU two arguing last n.tghc. 

hush 
hush money 
moJ\~Y that ~rou pay somoon& to stop 
them telling anyone else about 
something that you want to keep secret 
• Hts a.sstslilnt had been pa/4 hush money 
tn stop him from speaking lot he press. 

hustle 
hustle and bustle 

busy and noisy activity • (usually + of) 
He u;onted a little cottacefar away from 
the hustle and bustle of city lif~ 



ice 
be on ice .;<:, 

if plans aro on ice. they arc not going to 
be dealt with untU soma point In the 
fuhlre • &th project.f are on ice until the 
~.stion of /lind inc i$ ~lved. 
put ~th on ice • P/J:Jnsjbr a U.'CI1len--onty 
film scn>ening hat<e been put on iot 
/OIIOIIJing illr't!atS 0/ legal action. 

lftllctheb 
w~~ila\leriotmet ~ 
'ftli) li'IOI'I!t ·~ ... Mdt Cltter • We 
....... td ........ .. 
IMke. 
an Ice-breaker • \~~ usuaJI,y start the 
session with an ice-breaker in the form of 
a game. 

cut no Ice with sb 
if something cuts no ice with someQne, it 
does not eau<;e them to change their 
opinion 01' decision • rve heard her 
excuses and iluzy CUl no ice wi r.h me. 

ideas 
put ld•as into sb's head 

to make someone want to do something 
thay had net thought aboul doing before, 
especially something stupid • (often in 
continuous tenses) Don"t go putting 
ideas into his head. "-c haveJJ't got tile 
m0114' for a em: • Who put czll tlu!se Idea$ 
tnro her hrod abour becoming an a<:treSS? 

ifs 
no lfs and buts British &Australian 
no lfs, ands or buts American 

something that you SSJ,' to e. child to stop 
them arguing with you when you want 
them to dtl something • I l«lnt no ifs and 
buts, just tidy yOUT room like I told J!OU to! 
• No lfs. ands or bms, >VJU'n: soi111J up UJ 
bed now! 

203 inch 

Ignorance 
\ 

Ignorance is bliss.. 
something that you say which means if 
:rvu do not know about a problem or an 
unpleasaut fact, you do not worry about 
it • I wish tJw newspapers would stOp 
telltng us about the dangers Of eating 
meal. It sa-ms UJ 1M Ignorance Is bliss. 

ill 
be ill at ease X 

to feel anxious or embarrassed • (often + 
with) He alwo)'s/e.IJ a little ill al case with 
strangers. • (sometimes + lu) 111e Hirl 
bellJnd the bar lcoked ill at ease in IICT 
u1/.if0rm. 

It's an Ill w ind (~t blows nobody ;my 
good). X 
something that ~rou say which means 
most bad things that happen ha'.-e a sood 
result f.or someone • IJul U's an Ill wfnd. 
The welt~ June in history hD.s 
replenished the reservoirs. 

in 
You're In tho,.! IJritish. ill[orm.al 

someth.l.l!i that you say ln order to tell 
som4!0ne that another person Is sexually 
attracted to them • Did you see how t11at 
girl U'OS looking at you? Ynu'n: in there. 
mate 

in absentia y 
In absentla/onnal 

if SQmcthing happens to SOllleono ln 
absentia the)' ara not pr~nt when lt 
happens to them • The court convicted her 
En absentia and .fined her $500. 

inch 
be every indl sth 

to he a particular kind of person in every 
way • Hs looked e~--er)' inch the sl ick, cfl:>' 
businessmml. 

An inch is a smell measurem1mt of 
length. It is used in the follow1ug 
phruses conneded with a small 
amount. 

beat llb to within an inch of thair life 
to attack som4!0ne so violently lhat they 
almost die • She was bt.atcn to with.in an 
Inch qf her life on aback street ill Lon&m. 



indian 204 

not budgelgive an inch 
to refus e to change l'(JUr Opinion or agree 
to even ve!j' small changes that another 
1>erson wants • 1 ~.v asking her w think 
agafn. but slw won't budgt an Inch. 
• (so,-netimes-+ on) He rifu.ses Jo give an 
inch on lwllth and sqftzy issues. 

come within an inch of doingsth '" 
to ve!j' nearly dn something, especiaUy 
something dang<.'rous or exciting • I came 
within an lndz of losing my life on the 
rocJi.s below. 

Give sb an inch and they'll take a mile. 
somerninc that you saY ~ruch meallS that 
1f you allnw someone to ooh.·wc badl_v at 
all. they will start to oohave very badly 
• rm ala-YI.)i'S u--ary about making 
concessions to these people. Git-e ther71 an 
inch and rhey'll ~a mile. 

not trust sb a n Inch Rriti..'ih &. Australian 
to not trust someone at all • He's 
charming encugh but Tu-uuldn't trust him 
an inch. 

Indian 
An Indian S'-lmmer 
1 a period of warm weather which 

sometllil4!S happens ln early autwnn 
• Beth the UK and lrdond hat-e. been 
eflio;•ing an Indian summer ol.l€r tlw past 
fewu~ks. 

2 a succ.essful or pleasant period 1n 
someone's life. especially 1oward.'l the 
end of their life • The book tkscribes the 
less~. 2() ~ Q[ Churchill's life, illduding 
his Itulian Sttmm~r as prime minister 
between 1951 and 1955. 

in flagrante delicto 
In f lagrante (dolido) llumorous 

1f someone 1s dlsC<Wcrcd in flagrante 
deUcto. they are diroovered doing 
something wrong, especially havlnJ! sex 
wllh someone who 1s noc thelr husband 
or wifu • She canw horne to catch her 
husband injlagrantedellclcu.tith the next­
door neighbour. 

Influence 
'-lnder the influence ;( 

if somcooo is under the influence. they 
are drwlk • Were ;)'Ou strlous last night 
about u;anting a bob)• or U.!as it just 

because you were under t.he in}l~? 
• Dril.tiTlJl under the lti!1uenCP. i.-; n /..~1}1 

Slllious offence. 

in loco parentis 
in loco parentis formal 

to be responsible for a child while the 
child's parents are absent • Tcachen;are 
in l()C() partntis while children aT¥! ot 
schooL 

Ins 
)( 

the ins and outs infcr11Wl , ' 
the details or fa,cts about something 
• {usually + of) I don't k11ow all rM ins 
and outs of the situation but I gather 
Roger and ,\.fark Jracen 't betm ge#lng on 
too u;-eU. 

inside 
an inside job X 

a crime committed by someone e~gaJnst 
th!l orgaruzatlon that thoy wnrk for • Olllt 
used wJth the) 7'he compulers were tali£11 
from a lc:cked mom. which TTIIlke$ iJ look 
like an in.~iilejob. 

hAvo tho lnsido track mainlyAmerica11 
to nav~ a special position withill an 
organl.zatlon or a special L'elatlonship 
with a Jlerson that gives you advanbiges 
that oth« people do not have • (ofOOn + 
'\'\i t b) He thinks I have IM inside tHlCk 
with the dinccor so 11e keeps hassling me 
for informaiion. 

know st 1 lnsld.-e.-out-c--.n-iformal 
ttl know •\'erytl\in& about a Rnbject • Whv 
don "t.yQu f1Sk-1111kc? Jk knoW$ rlw s.~'tf.m 
lllsldeout. 

insignificance )< 
fadefpale into insignificance · 

if something pales into insignificance. It 
does not seem at all Important wh{>ll 
()O))Jpa_red to something else • lVIzen )'OUr 

chlld ·:; Itt. eui!I)'thlng l!lse pales Into 
insignifi~ce. • With the outbreak of war 
aJJ else/odes intc insiQnjJiamce .. 

in situ 
in situ formal 

if something is in situ, it is in its()riJti.ual 
place • Tire Cl:!ue paintings must be uicleed 
in situ becou.se the,• are considertd too 
cklfcate to be moL•ed to a mu~um. 
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add insult to Injury / 

to make a bad situation ev~ won;o for 
SO!lli.'One b}· doing something eJs(! to 
upset Uu!111 • First 0/ all he arrived an 
hour late und llu!ll. to add insult to i1!]ury, 
he f)r0Cel.>de4 ro comp/aiJJ about m>• cJwiot? 
of mtaJJront. 

intents 
to allln~nts and purposes '<.. 

In all the m0$t 1mpor1ant ways • We't.'l! 
1101 ll Jew odd thUI;JS I{) riJii.sh, but tO a/1 
inwus and purposes tile job is done. 
• The}• rodesigned the old model an.d 
created something u:hlch U.'OS to all inUIIIS 
and PI~ a brand new car. 

interference 
run Interference .4muican 

to help someone achieve something by 
dealing with th~ DCOPie or problems that 
mJght prevent them from doing so 
• (usually t for ) When it CCTM$ tc finding 
a hotel room. )'ou'll ~ clad I{) have a 
tourist P.llide nm interference/or ) 'Ou. 

Inverted 
In inverted commas &itish & Australian 

something that you S3J' when a Dhrase 
you arc using to describe something Is 
the phrase that people m.-ually use but It 
does not really l\how the truth 
b ln\'l!rted commas are a Dair of 
printed mark.'> put at the beginning 11nd 
end of a word or phrase to shmv that 
someone c!sc has written or said lt. 
• They wt>rt IN! killd CJ[ u;ell-meanin;g 
poople that wanted to 'do good· in invcned 
commas. 

Iron 
an Iron flst/holnd in a velvet glove 

something that you ~ when you are 
describing someone vmo scc.:ms to be 
gentle but is m fact severe and £1rm • 7b 
ell[<m:e ~h new lotv the presldml ~ 
perswsltm ftrsJ. and then force - thl! irOn 
hand in thJ! t•elcet clove. 

an Iron m an America11 &.4uslralian 
a man who is physicallY very Stl'Otlst and 
can work hard for a lone time • He ltJics to 
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think of hunself as some sort of 1ron man 
u:ho ~n 't mud sleep like the ~1 of us. 

pump iron in,{on11al 
to liJ't !wavy objects for exercise in order 
to Increase your strength or to improve 
your appeari\IIce • These da}l$, both mm 
and women pump iron/or fltlless. 

rulo (sb) w ith a rod of Iron lJrlllsh, 
American & AustrlJJlan 

rule (~b) with an Iron fist/hand Amtrlcon 
& Australian 
to control a erouo of wovle very firmlY. 
having complete power over cvel')'thblJ:: 
that they do • For 1? )'tars she ruled the 
country wl.lh a rod of Iron. · II~· Wiele ntles 
thefamlzy business wllh an Iron hand. 

strike while the iron is hot 
to do something immediately wllile you 
h1we a good ch11nce of achieving success 
• Yoll11ICUI11Ct/tet a bet~r Qffer - I'd strilic 
wflllethe iron'S hoe. tf I were)'uu. 

irons 
have [a fowla lot catc.) irons in the fire 

to hawt several jobs at the same time or to 
have se~ral ptlS..'iibilities or work • 1/ 
that job application doesn't work out n .V! 
gat a couple more irons in thf:flre. 

itchy 
have itchy feet British & Australian, 

iliformal 
to want to tra\·el or to do something 
dillenmt • IVhft>e you cot alllhc.se trar;el 
brochun!S? Do you luwc itchy feet! 
get Itchy fecrt British & AusJrallon. 
11iformal • He'sb<wlln thl!samt>jobfor too 
long and he'S getting itchyfeet. 

ivories 
ticklastinkle tho ivories humorous 

to play the p.i.aJ:lo If::; The parts of a p1ano 
that )'OU press to play it used to be made 
of a hard whit{> subsrancc called Ivory. 
• Grandma could ttckle tM loorle.s like a 
prqfesslon.al. 

ivory 
v' 

an ivory t ower ' 
i f you are in an ivm-y towPr, you are in a 
place or situation where you ru~ 

~parated Croru ordinary life and Its 
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probloms • How nwcll qf lhtt l"&«>rch 
done by acad011Jcs .In their toory toul!rs Js 
e~.-er retUi or published! 

ivy 
/ 

the Ivy League Am~rioon " -
" sroup of olll11.11d very good colleges 1n 

tho norlh ~ of the US • TJu: comp<zny 

thinks the best managermtnt trainees come 
from the Ivy Leagut. 
Ivy league American • H~ doesn't haL-e 
lhe Iv.v Ltagm education of some of his 
oppone11~ • He hated the 111.)1 L«zeue 
conformity of the college. 
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jack 
a jack of all trades X 

someore who bas many skills or who 
does many different jobs • Bill can do 
plumblJ!ll, carpentry. or a bit of 
gardmlnJl - M's a jocJc of all lrodes. 
really. 

a Jack the Lad British. informal. 
old-fashioned 
a confident and not very serious young 
man who behaves as he wants to without 
thlnking about other peapte • Three 
children with three different "10men?t~~~ 
he alu."'ys r.ca:s a bil of a Jack the Lad. 

jackpot 
h it the jadcpot X 

to be very succe!SSful. often in a way 
whlch means you make a lot or money 
• lVhen my second book was published 1 
thought I'd reallY hit the jackpot. 

jack robinson 
befo~ you can say Jack Robinson 

old-faShioned 
if you say that something happens before 
~'Ou can sa}· Jack Robinson. it happens 
very suddenly • I qffcred her a chocolate 
bUl b<!/"an ycu CtJUld sa.)' Jack Rob/fi.S()n 
she'd earen haU the box. 

jam 
)am tomorrow Rrit/sh 

something that you want whkh you arc 
told you will get soon but which never 
appears • Nobotzy will cu::cept a. pa.y cut. 
and It's not enough to promlsl! j am 
tcmurrou•. 

be in (a bit of) a jam otd-j'ashtoned 
to be in a dlff'1Cult situation • I'm in bit of 
a jam. Could )"OU POSSibly lend me some 
Jni)IUJ)' till rl(?Xt we.ck? 

J"nc Doe 
Jane Doe American 

a woman or girl whose name must bo 
kept secret or is not known, especiallY in 
a cuurt of law • A former cmJJlq;•cc. 
rf/crrcd w onlY as JaM ~ is suing the 
camparzy for unfair dis(rimination.. 

jazz 
and all that jazz il![ormal 

and other similar things • They sell 
televisions and all that jazz.. 

Jekyll 
a Jekyll and Hyde 

someone whose person$lity has two 
di!ferent parts, one very nice and the 
other very unvleasant tb Thls phrase 
comes fi'Om the book The Strange Case of 
Dr Jekyll and Mr /ij'de by Robert Louis 
Stevenson. • You can't de/)Md 011 him to 
be friendly - Jw's a .1/Ur)•U aJUJ 11)0/k. 
Jekytl and Hyde • Man)' alcoholics 
iklleloP Jekyll and &vk personalities. 

je ne sa is quoi 
a je ne sais quol 

a pleasant quality which you cannot 
describe or name • He's not pa.rd.cularly 
attrcu::tit:e but M has a « rtaln Je 1'14 sals 
q~roi which u-cmenfind irresistible. 

jewel 
the jewel In the aown 

the best or most valuable thing 1n a group 
or thini:S • <often + ot) The lskmd 0/ 
Tresco, wlrh Us beautJ/ultroplco.lga.rdens. 
Is thejeu~llnthecrown of the Scill)' Isles. 

jiggery-pokery 
Jlggery.polcery of4:fashtoned 

secret activities that arc not honest • We 
suspecJ there's been some fino.ncial 
jiggery-pokery going on In the accounts 
depanment 

jim crow 
Jim Crow American 

a situation that existed until the 1960s in 
the south or the US, when black peol)).e 
\\'ere treated badl~ espockiUY by beinG 
separated from white people in public 
plac:le:s tb Jim Crow was the name o( a 
black character in a 19th oentury song 
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and dance act. • Jim Crow meant there 
were no black kids in tohlte school.s. 
Jim Crow AmerlC411 • (always beforo 
nouh) As soon a.<; he moutd to 7\!nesSf.'t, he 
becam~au.YJ/~0/ theJimCrowlaws.. 

jitters 
get the jitters tnformat 

,/ 
o( 

to feel anxious, especiall)' betbre lln 

important event • I a/Ways get the jitters 
hf:fm·e an Interview. 
give sb the Jlnen ilt{onn<Jl • Don't drioo 
so fast. You'reglvlnp.me tJlej lttm. 

job 
a job lot British & Australian 

11 collection or objects that are bought oc 
sold together as a group • I bought a job 
let Q/ /Umitu,.c alan auction. 

do a job on sb/sth mainly Amerlam. 
in,{fJT'111al 
to hurt or damage someone or something 
• Hereallydlda}obonller; telling her how 
much lte loDI!d her and then leaving h#r. 

• Someon.e sure did a job 011 this table -
tllcrcares~ratchesall over it. 

do tho job i11[ormol 
if somethins does the job, it is suitable 
for a partlcula.r purpose • HeJV!. rhls knife 
shoulcl do the jcb. • I neMed to tie 1M t~ 
pans wgethu and mr old stocJ;mg did the 
job perfealy. 

fa D down on the job 
to faU to do somothing that you should do 
• The armed ./(Jlus wW take Ql,"er if th£ 
lccalautharitiesftlll down on the job. 

It's moro than my Job's worth. British & 
Az~o.qm/ian, informal 
something that you say in order to ten 
somoone that you cannot do what they 
want you to do because you would lose 
}'Otll' job if )'OU did • I'm SOT1J: but it"d be 
more than nu- job's tJX>rth to t11ke any 
money from ycu. 

a Job 's comforter old1ashioned 
someone who tries to make you feel 
happier but makes you feel worse instead 
£:> Job was a character in the Dible who 
bad a lot of bad thJ.n,gs happen to him. 
• $he's o!Wll .kJb•s C()mfarter.. She keeps 

teUtng m~ I'm ROing to die SOMcmJ'UQJ' so 
I shouldn't u.'Orryabout anything. 

..... 
lie down on the job 

to not work as hard at something as you 
$hould • The new Police ChiJ:f Frred two 
Q/iiccrsh.ccu:cus«JQ/ lylllgd~ononthejob. 

jobs 
jobs for the boys l:JrUlsh & Australlo.tt 

work that is siven by someone who iS in 
an important pooition to llleir friends or 
members of their famlly • They operated 
o $)!SI.Cin Q/ Jobs Jor tlte boys. 

Joe Bloggs 
Joo Bloggs British & llustrallan 

an ordinary I)Cl'.SOD • TIICI'C·s no pooint 
askln,q )'Ollr at>mJ8Q Joe Dlcggs wlmt he 
tlltnks about opero. 

Joe Blow 
Joe Blow Am"/c(ln. & Al1stroJian 

an ordinary person • Television ll>dq,)• is 
geortd to )'CUr Cl!ertJ8e Joe Dlow. 

Joe Public 
Joe Publ ic 1Jritl$h, lliformal 

the publ 1e • The test of a~zy Mw product is 
will Jot PubliC buy lt! 

John Bull 
John Bull old:faslltonro 

a character who reprewnL'> a typical 
English man or the English people 
b Tbis phrase comes from a book called 
TM History Q/ John Bull written by John 
Arbuthnot in 1 '112. • Jn tile cartoon. John 
BuU appears a.s a short, ~tacky jigun 
uv:arinc a we isU:oat with the British flac 
on. 

John Doe " 
John OoeAmerll:011 X 

a man or boy whooe re11l name must be 
kept secret or i.~ not known. especially in 
a oourt of law • The patknt was referred 
IJJ ih court documents a.~ John Doe. 

John Hancock 
your John Hancock American, h=rous 

your signature ~John ffimoock's 
signature was the rust signature on the 
American Dcclaradon or Independence 
lnl776 • Jf youputycur Jchr&HOI!C()CkM 
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the lase page we'll be finished wil.h the 
forllllllil/Ps. 

Johnny-com~-lately 
a Johnny-<ome-late ly olJJ{ashioned 

somoone who bas cmly recentlY started a 
job or actMty and has sudden!.)• ~.Jerome 
very successful • She dentes suggestions 
thnt shes a ..klhnll)'<XJme·lakl>~ ~tirrg 

that she lr.a.s work.ed for >'tC!rs to ~:,ret M.r 
own show. 

Johnny-on-the-spot 
Johnny-on-the-spot Armrican, iriformal 

someone who is immediately ready to do 
somethi.ng, especially to help some<>ne 
• Thts guy II ad jusJ gotten a flat tin!. and 
there I was. Johnnycn-the-sp()t 111ith my 
toolsint.hebackof thecar. 

John Q Public '>< 
John Q Public American. humcrous 

llle public • You hnve to a~ yourself what 
Jchn Q Public will think when he M.ars 
about theCOI.V!mmcnt overs[JCIUJinc. 

joie de vivre 
jo ie de viv~e 

a feoellog of happiness and erijoyment of 
life • She will be ronembcred abot>c aU for 
her kindness and her grwcjoiecievit-re. 

joke 
get/go boyond a joke X.. 
if a situation gets beyond a jok~ It 
becomes extremely serlous and worrying 
• He's drunk more nlghJs than he's sober 
tlu!sedays - this IUlSgone be_yond a joke. 

the Joke's on sb 
something that ycu say which means 
someone who tried ro make other peoole 
seem suly has maae rnemselves ~m 
silly instead • The burglars managed U> 

kx:k themselt~ Into tlr.c house umil Che 
polia arrit'«i, so t!uj~'s on them! 

joker 
the joker In the padc 

someone or something that could change 
a sltuatlon in a way that you do not 
expect • The tndeJJ61dent candido.le is 1M 
joke in the pacJ.· in thiS el«tion. 

joking 
You must IJe jollingl tlf!Orl1101 

somothlnc that you sa,y In nt'der to tell 
someone you do not think l;(lmething 
thlr have said is serfol.r.t becaUSt" it Is nor 
likely to be true Ol' to happen • 'Did Ato 
gtL you a pri/Sellt. tlrfmr 'You nw..u hl 
Joking! Ht didn l r.ven 1Wflcmber it wns 1717 
hlrthdru,! . 

You'ro Joking I irl[ormal 
somethi.Jl& rhat YQU sa.Y when you arc 
very surpriJ>ed by what somoonc has just 
told you • 'They·re gC!Itirlll married, }IIIU 

I.--now' ' You'rejol..-ing! They'r;'l! only morr.n 
each other a month.· 

jolly 
be jolly hockey sticks British, humorou.~ 

if a woman or situation is jolly hocke}' 
stlek.S. thQ woman or the people Involved 
In that situation belong to a high social 
cla.<>S. and often talk in a "l.l!f'Y haJ>DY wa>· 
that seems fall;e • Well, s~ze·s oliaJ! buJ a 
tiltle jolly hockey sticks, if you know rllhat 
I mean. 

Jones~s 

keep up wtth the Jonesos 
to O'Y to OWl\ all me same things as people 
you know in c rdcr to seem as good as 
them • Hf!t' on(y concern in life u;as 
k.eepfn8 up with the Jone~l'$. 

joy 
jump few joy )< 

tu be ven· happy about something good 
that has happened • Tina jumped for joy 
'WMnshe[oundoutshe'd belli the team.. 

judgment 
a Judgment call /1nr.crican 

a decision someone has to mm usJ.n.g 
tJutir own id..as &Jld ypkllt;Ue< ti;J lq 

spot't, a judgment call is a decision mode 
by anoffi.clalln &COJD&letition using their 
own opini<ln of what they blt\"e seen. • Tt's 
a judgment caU- do we go by plane or risk 
taking the car to lhect)nferenceJ 

sit in j udgmont onlovor sb 
to say tha.t what someone has done 1s 
mornl)y \\TOng, believing yourself to be 
better • We no~ of us haut the right I.e sit 
tn}udgmm~ on ow fclh>w man. 
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jugular 
go for the jugular lnj'ormal 

to criticize someone very cruelly by 
talking about what you know wUI hurt 
them mQSt /£:;1 The jugular is a large vein 
that carries blood to the heart. 
• Cwmlnslwm. 111M usool/y gOI!s 
straight for the j ugular. seemed 
stYOf1Gc/J!YelllCt.C1llt «J S<IJIQfU1thi~ 

juice 
stew in your own juic;e/juic;e5 bt/Orm(l/ 

1f you lc.1\'C someone to stew in their own 
;uice. )'OU le81ie them to worry abOut 
something had that has happened or 
something stupid they have done • She'll 
calm down - just lrol)t l!cr co SUlu in her 
ownjuir£.fora bil. 

jump 
get a/the Jump on sb/sth main/)' 

American, hl{ormal 
to start dotnY. son~lntl before other 
people start, or before something 
happens, m order to get an lid vantage for 
yourself •II Iloov~ u'Ork early on Fridays 
1 ccm get a jump on lhe tnif]u:.. 

jury 
the jury is (still) out 

if the jury is still out on a subject, no 
deci.'>ion has been made or the answer is 
not yet ceruin • (usually .. on) The juo• 's 
still out on UJhelher animal expuimmt$ 
are n>al{J1 ~ • We asked people to 
comment on theiaJest makfashions. bu1 iJ 
~srheJury'souL 

just 
not be just a pretty face humorous 

if someone is not just a pretty faoe, they 
are not only attracm·e but also intelligent 
• 'How did you f..7UJW thal!' 'tl~ll. rm net 
Justo preJry f~.}'OU knout' 

be j ust the Job Brllisll &Australilln 
be j ust the ticket Rri1i$h, o/djashloned 

to be perfect for a particular purpose • He 
needed a car co pick her up in and Will's 
sports car swttedju.st the job. 

get YI>\U' just doserts 
if you get your just deserts, something 
bad ht'IDJlCns to you chat you deserve 
llecause of something had you have done 
• Did you read abcul the burglar who:.-e 
own house was broken intq? He really got 
his i~J.St (kserts. 
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kangaroo 
a kangaroo court 

a court of law which is not official and 
which judges someone in an unfair way 
• A kangaroo CQUTt wa.s set up by the 
strikers to dca.l with IJ«JPlc wlw had 
~ ro stop u-Y>rking. 

keen 
be a,s keen as mustard British & 

Austroliall, ofd{ashwnt!d 
to be very e-ager • Why don't we ask 1'om 
tocaptaill t.M crickeJ team? He's as kt£nas 
mustard. 

keep 
Keep yow- shirt on I Brtltsh, American & 

Australian, Jtiformal 
Keep your hair on I British &Austrol£an, 

illformal 
a slightly imoolite W<IY of telling 
someone who is angry to try to be calm 
and patient • K«.p j'Ollr shirt 011! I 'll be 
with )IOU In a serond. 

keep yourself to yoW"SCif X 
if you keep yotm.-clf to yourself, you llva 
a quiet Ufe and avoid doing things w1th or 
tlllhing to other people • ll'e ®n't know 
an_ytlling abour her. she keeps huself to 

herselt 

keeper 
not be your brother's k"~Je~" 
notbesb"s keeper 

to not be responsible fur what someone 
does or for what happens to them • It ~all 
too rosy for us Mt to lnlel!elle In another 
country's problems, telling ounelves thaJ 
we're not our I:Jrother's keeper. • You 
sllouldn't blame )Y>Urseif for whaJ's 
happened ro stnum. You 'rf 710l lJis lceeper; 
yoo kMw. 

keeping 
in keeping with sth 

in 8 way that is suitable or right lOr a 
particular situation, s tyle, or tratUtlon 
• In keeping with tradition. we alUJa)'$ 
have turkey on Orristmas l)(ut • Her 
mllllonal.rt ltfestyk Is vel')• mucJr In 
keeplnlt wlt.h lwr celebrlly status. 
oPPOsm out of kooplng with s tJt • The 
antU/ue desk seems OUl of keeptng with tile 
modern furniture in thert.st Q/ t.M house. 

keeps 
f o r koctpS infoYmal 

~ 

Cor ever • 'Do you want )'Our tennis racket 
back?' "No. Jl'S)'Olu-${or ketps. • • SM said 
she's left him for keeps thts tfme.. 

play for keeps American & Australian, 
informal 
to do something very seriouslY and not 
just for enjoyment • These arms dealers 
play for keeps - they want tht! best 
weapons aiXJilableana wlU cio Cll!)'thing to 
gctt.hem. 

ken 
be beyond sb's ken 

If a partleu.Jar subject Is OO}·ond your 
ken, you eo not understand It or know 
much about it • {)()n"t talk to ml about 
finance - it's be)•orzd TJtY lien. • .'IWst of 
Dcrrida's work is be)'(md 1M ken of the 
m-erage st11dent. 

kept 
a kept manJWoman humorous 

someone who <klcs not work and who ls 
gwen monrzy and a place to live by the 
pet'$0n who they are having a se~-ual 
relationship with • Sht! was determimd to 
find work and Mt becortul a kept u:cman 
w.e hersis/er. 

kerb-crawler 
a kerb-cra-wler British & Austroltan 
a curb-crawler American 

someone who drives slowly along 8 road 
looking roc someone to have sex with • I 
don't Uke walking down thJs road at n(ght 
- it's fuU of prostitutes and l;·erlxrawlers. 
kerb-crawling BritiSh & Australian 
curb-aawl lng American • There was a 
big St:cmdat o.ftcr the judge was proS«utcd 
/or kerlrcrawliflG. 
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kettle 
be another/a different kotuo of fish 

if you say tlw SOtnething or somoone is a 
diftlll:'cnt kettle of fish, you me-,m that 
they are completely different ft"'m 
something or som!!One tili>e that has been 
talh-ed about • Af14y u.cas net-er 007)' 

inrere:sted in school, but Alina, now she 
teas a compktely different JW.tle of fish. 
• I'd driven an automatic far years bur 
lea.rning to hiJJ'Idle a car with geo.rs was 
another /reftle of fiSh aJtogethN, 

a fine/pretty kettle of fish main{JI \,-
American /\ 
a difficult situ.atlon • That's a fine kertlc 
of fish - the car U'On't start and 1 11ar;oe to 
Wn,~ in five minu~. 

key ">\.._ 
ho.ldtMkoy 

to Pt"'Yide the eXDlsnation for somethl.m: 
!hat you couldnotpre~,;lousl,y understand 
• Fielllles, wlw had been looklnp. for the 
place far twenJy years, hl!cnme ccnuinct!d 
l.lrat Jhis road held the key. 

kibosh 
put the kibosh on sth old-fashioned, 

illfonnal 
to prevent somcthiJlg that is plann<!d 
from hRPJJening • The rain put~ kibosh 
en our plans for a picnic. 

kldc 
kick sb when they're down " 

to do something bad to someone when 
you know they already have a lot of 
l>roblems • Ills wife WI hJm last rtUJnth 
and I don't wa.llt to kick a man when he's 
dou•n. but we simplY cron't haue any more 
U"()rkjor him, 

kJc:lt yotrrself 
if you say that you'll kick yoW'SCJ! when 
or if something happens, you mean ttmt 
yoo will feel angry with yourself because 
you have done something stupid or 
missed an ODIJOrtunlty • You'll kick 
J'tliJnlt'.(f u!lu1n lb!ll you who car~ In just 
qfrer you /rift. • If I don't get one now and 
they'toe sold Ollt b)' next u~k, rtl kick 
m,yseJ{. 

kick Up a fu5Sirow/stink 
to compla.ln loudly in order to show that 
you are very annoyed about something 
• O«r /I>Od r.cas coldS() my Jatlle.r A:lck~ up 
a fuss and r'W/fuslld to }}Q.)' li1e service 
charge. 

a kidc in the teeth 
if you desctibe the way someone n:oo.ts 
p-ou as aJQek .1n UW tct.1.h.. you mea~ that 
the}• lreU YOIJ badly- Dnd mlfalrly, 
especially at a t ime when -you need their 
support • b"h.r 1/Hl$ M[USNJ pr111Uolion, 
which fiJQ$ a rml kir)c in the. WI! cifkr all 
the .extra WQI'kshe'd doM. 
kick sb in the teeth • She'd only been 
tr)•ing to help him and she felt that she'd 
lmn kicked in tm u:ctll. 

a kkk up the arselbacksldc British & 
.NJsrralian, vury informal 

a kick In the butt/pants Arm:rican & 
Austrolian, vm· informal 
if you give someone a kick up the arsc. 
you do or say somcthi.ng to try to stop 
Ulcm being lazy • He does nothing but 
watch TV all da,;t His mother shculd give 
him a kick up tM bacJ..-side. • The rh~ of 
lcsing m>' job was the ldck in tM pants I 
needed. 

got a kid< out of sthldolnR sth ln/Ormal 
to enjoy doirnl somethinR verY much 
• AriJ'One who gets a kick our of lwrror 
ntovk$ will looe this m ow . • r g(Jt (1 real 
kick out of slwppmgjornewslu:Jes.. 

kick-off 

for a kidc-off informal 
somEthing that you say which means that 
what you are going to say next is the first 
of a list of tb.lngs you could say • ·w!zal s 
wrong with it?' 11~11. /or a kicJ; qff, it 
hGsn ·r been CJJokeil properly. · 

kicks 

for fdcb Informal 
11' you do something for kicks, especially 
som&thin.g dangt'rous. you do it boca\tsc 
you think it is exciting • Lccal kids steal 
ca1·s and roce them up aJuJ.down tlteslreet, 
i~.~Jtfor kicks, 



kid 
be like a ldd In a aandy store American & 

Australfan 
to bo ''er.Y happ;• and excited about the 
things around you, and oftM to react to 
them in a Y.<fY which is silly and not 
controlled • You sfWutd IUwe seen him 
when the,y arri!JM. He u;as ltke a kid ln a 
candy sto~. 

hanclleltteat sb w ith kid gloves 
to be ,;ery polite or kind t o somoon e who 
Is 1mPQrtant or easily upset b!!causc l'OU 

do not want to make them angry or upset 
~#::> Kid gloves arc gloves made from very 
soft leather which would feel very soft if 
somoooo touched you with them. • Linda 
can be a very difficult «.'Oman - yoU'fl-e 
troll¥· got to Jumd/e lwr wit/1 kid glo1,-.es. 

kids 
kids' stuff Bliti~h & Au._<r;tralian V 
kid stuff American /' 

ah activity or piece of WOI'k that is very 
~asy • Afive·mik bike ride? That's kids' 
stu./).' 

kill 
!till or cure Brltlsll &Australian 

a way of solving a problem which will 
either Ia1l completely or be vary 
successful • Having a baby can be kill or 
cure for a troubled marriage. 

move lnforthe kill 
go (In) for the kill 

to prepare to defeat someone completely 
1n an argument or competition when 
they are al~ady in <1 weak position 
• After two days Q{ c.onstant media 
coverage, journalists sensed the minister 
was weakening and rhey m()l.,'ed in f~>r rhe 
kilL • At 6-3 6-2 up, Sampras 1011nt in for 
tlw kilt and won the./liUJJ set 6-0. 

killing 
make a killing lnformaJ ')(. 

to earn a lot of mon&y ve~-y easUy • (often 
+ on) She made o kltung on the house so 
5M CClll't be short of mone).\ 

kilter 
out of kilter 
1 if something is out of kilter. it is not 

operating or working as it should • &'i!/'1 

one sleeples:.s night can throw your body 
out of kilter. 

2 if two things aro out of kilt~ or li one 
thing Is out of kilter witb another. they 
are not similar any more • (often + with) 
AJUrther tax Increase 011 ci;{W'e.nes would 
put Britain out of kiJJer wtih tJte rest of 
Europe. 

ki ndly 
not t:ll«< kindly to sth 

to not like something that someone says 
or docs • Be~Jl w/lot wuscu• to Mtlce­
he ®esn't takR kindly to critlclsm. • I 
didn't takl! kindly to ~ing thrown out of 
tile tRam. 

kindness 
kill sb with klndness 

to be too kil'ld to someone • Rob's killing 
me with kindness - M phones me all the 
time toSff if I'm alright when really f just 
1W!d to be lift alollR. 

king 
king of the castle British 
king of the hill Ame.rlcan 

the most su~ssf\11 or most powerful 
person in a group of people • Jamie 
Sp;mce was king ~>f the castle yesterday 
when he l>eallhe d~ending Ch£1mpton In 
the third round. • Our team is sure tQ be 
king of the hill tlli.s -,-ear. 

a king's ransom 
a v~ large amount of nmnc;· • (not u.sod 
with the) She wo.s wearing a diamond 
rux:klace which must Juxve been u;orth a 
klng's ronso:rn. 

live like a king 
to live in a \'ery comfortable way with all 
the luxlll'ies you want • He lived like a 
l;ing for six TTwntlls, drinking champagne 
and drtuing a Porsche. until the money 
.finally ran out. 

kingdom 
blast/blow sl>/sth to kingdom come 

informol 
to kill someone or destroy someth.lng by 
using a gun or bomb • l''ifroon sold iers 
were blown tol<ingdom come in the attack. 
• Polic.e disoot,-ered a bomb which was 
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1/Jrge enc~fl to blast tM whole town to 
kingdom comL 

till/until kingdom come 
for a very lotlll umo tb 'Until Kingdom 
cOme' is a phrase from a prayer ln the 
Bible and means 'until the wortd ends'. • I 
don't want rn wail until l.ingdomcomefor 
you to decide what >'OU .,Y doing. 

kinks 
Iron out the ldnks mainly Alrwican 

to get rid of any problems that you are 
having with tho w~ that )'OU ere doi1'1; 
S(lllM'.Ihlng • T1u team was still uyiltg tD 

iron OUJ th~ kinks m tMir game in 1M last 
quarter: 

kiss 
kiss and make up humorous 

U' two people kiss and make up. they slop 
being angry with each other and booome 
friendlY a~~aln • Ian and I used to flpht o 
lot, but we alu.'OJIS kisstd and ma4e up 
ciftQwards. 

klssandteU 
to talk on television. in a newspaper etc. 
about a saxual rt~lationshlp )'OU h.a\oe had 
with a famous person. es~iAlly in order 
tO get a lot Of money • The singer's ex· 
gl.r{fH#nd u'O.S paid £20,000 by a tabloid 
nm;spapu UJ kiss orul tell. 
kiss-and-tell • (al\\'li.YS before noun> Her 
kiss-and-reu rwthrticns scandoiiUd 
Hollyu:ood. 

the ldss of death l'l[ormal 
an evont or action that causes s.omething 
tofaU or bo spaUed • (often t for) Asking 

Jtnrry to cook fs the kiss of Mall! for afiY 
dinner party. 

give sb the kiss of life British & 
Australian 
to help SOmi!Oile "'<ho has atopped 
breathlnc to breathe again by blowing 
into their mouth and pressing thclr chest 
• A doctor w1w ha.d witnessed the a«ident 
gaL'e tM victim the kiSs of life but failed to 
revlvehtm. 

kissing 
a kissing cousin o/d-fashtontd 

somoonc you are rolatoo to but not ~-ery 
closely • t didn't realize SM knero 7b1U: 
but in fact, they'n ki$sinc couslm. 

kitchen 
everything but tho kitchen sink , . ./ 

humorous 
e lot of different things, many of which 
you do not need • ~~ r«rt only going 
atutzyforth.e wtekmd. but JO£k iJuisl«f on 

toki~ ever}1hin8 bul t.M kikhm sink. 

kitchen-sink 
kitchen-sinlc British & Awrralian 

a kitchen·sink play. fUm, or scyte or 
paintinB is one which shO\~'$ Ol'dina.n• 
people's lives • (always bcl'orc noun> 
Kitchen-sink drama comt into ftJshwn 
tn the ISSOS. • 1n hfs lattst wo'*. he is 
nwvtng awqy from kftchen·sink no/ism 

towards a mare t:c~JtTimental su·" of 
painliJI8. 

kite 
kite-flying British & .Austrolian 

the act of tellinc people about an idea or 
plan so that you can find out what rhe)' 
think about it • Mr Baker's hint about US 
intert:roenlfon tn tilt u.oar was undOllbUdly 
an exercise tn kite.flymg. 

Go fly a kite I mainly Amtrkan. in/brmtl1 
something that )'Ou say In order to teU 
someone who ls annoying )'OU to go away 
• Go fly a kite! lt'sjusrtWtfuncyam•mtJrt. 

kith 
kith and kin old-fashwned 

friends and relatives tb Kith is an Old· 
fashioned word wb1ch means frlelld.~ 
• Tfley wanttd to kup olU.~ the mznrory of 
their 1.-tth and kin who hod died in the roor. 

kittens 
have kittens WOrnuzl 

tD berome very worried or upSet about 
something • She nearly hod kiUC11S when I 
said 1 was goillg to bU>• a ITIQtorbike. 

kitty-comer 
kitty-corner American 
kitty-cornered American 

in a direction from one corner of a 
square to thcepposlte, far corner • (often 
+ t o) You know tfuJ l)uild/118 - it's kiUy 
corn.tr to nzy QfTJCe. 



knee 
put sb ov&r your k~ old fashioned 

to puni.~h a child by hitting them on the 
bottom • Her Ja!Mr thrcat~meQ. to put Jwr 
Ot:U his krwJ if Shll missed scMol 0/lOin. 

knee·deep 
be knefMfeep in sth X 

toba¥-e too m\tch of something • I'm lmee· 
deep In work at the moment, so I'm not 
:;topping for flmch. 

knee-high 
b..- kne..--hlgh to a grasshopper 

humorous 
to be very young b A grasshopper Is an 
extremely smalllnscct. • The lest t.inu I 
came here I was knee-high to a. 
gro.sshop~r. 

knees 
bring sblsth to their knMs 

to destroy or defeat someon~ or 
something • Sam:tltms wen imposed in an 
attempt to bring the country to its knees­
• The :strikes bllllJght thl! economy to its 
knees. 

knickers 
get your knickers In a twist British & 

Auslralltm.lll[ormal 
get your knichrs in a knot Australian, 

i71{ormal 
to become v!!ry upset about !lomething, 
usually something that Is not important 
• Now. ~ra you gd JiOUr kniclrers in a 
twist. let nu explain the situation. 

knife 
cut/go tflrough sth like a (hot) knife 

Uwough buttet" 
to cut something \'ery easily • A loser 
beam con cut through metal like a lwt 
knife through butter. 

go undet' the knife X 
to have a medical OPel"ll.tion • Mo''t! ond 
more women aro clwostJ1g to RO under tire 
lmlfe Just to tmproue 11/etr appetmmee. 
under the knife humorous • The hospital 
is worried ab<lut tile number of patients 
wllo have died Wider the knife. 

knight 

Knife is used in the following phrases 
conn!!Cted with unpleasant behaviour. 

have your knife Into sb Britisll & 
AU$ti'Olian, in/omwl 
to try to cause p1-oolems for someone 
because you do not I ike them • Milre's hod 
his knife into nu eJ.'U siJu'e hl!l/Ourul out f 
was ucing his ex-girlfriend. 

put/stick the kntfe In Brilish & 
A1Jslrallan, tnj'orf711JI 
to do or ~ wmething unpleasant to 
someone 1n an unkind way • ·11!0 one tn 
tiM! off~ee likes you, you knou; Tim', s/u!. 
said. pUtting the knife in.. • TM rwieu:u 
from The Times rwll.>' stuck the 1\n~ in, 
calling il the U'OI'St play /re'd ~n In .)'COr$. 

tLrn/twlst the knife 
to do or say somcthillg unplNlsant wh lch 
makes someone who Is already upset feel 
worse • Havins made tht! poor girl cl).: he 
twisted the kn{fe by sa.>•lng she IN'OS ~ 

ond Wl!lble to cepe with pT!'Ssure. 
a tumttwlst of the knife • 'J never loued 
you·. she said, with a final m-ist Q/' are 
knife. 

knife-edge 
Of'laknif~ 

If a person or organilQltioo is on a knife· 
edge, they ar e in a difficult situation and 
are worried about what will happen in 
the furure • She's hem living on a knife­
erlgc since lrer ex-husband was released 
from prlsonla:.'t month. • The th~tre Es on 
afmancW knife-edge and must sell 75go Q[ 
its scats eve~:)• niP. lit to surt:lve. 

knight 
a lcnlght in sfllnlng armour British & 

Australian 
a knlgtlt In stllnlng armor American & 

Australian 
somcon~ who belp5 you when you are ln a 
difficult s ituation Jb In stories about 
mMicval tim~ C= the time between 500 
and 1.500 AD), knight!; were soldiers who 
rode on horses and helped women in 
difficult or dangerous situations. • Shf' 
looked around the bar to sec if there was a 
Jtnishl in shininlf armour wlw mighl 
conu and save her from th~ awful man. 
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knitting 
stick to }'Our knitting 

If a person or company sticks to t11clr 
knirting, the}· colltlnuc to do what they 
have always done instead of tryi~ to do 
somothi.ne they know very little about 
• /Je believes the key to o ccmpan.>•'s 
s~ Is to stick to its knitting rather 
than trying todi1.:er::ify. 

knives 
the knives iH'9 out British & Ausirolian 

something that yoo say which means that 
a group of people are angry with 
someone and want to criticize them or 
cause problems for them • (often + for) 
The knlt..'tl.S are out for Dan ~JeT~ foiiDu:ing 
his tl!am s poor pe~formanc:e in six 
successive gam~!$. 

knobs 
with (brass) knobs on Brltlsh & 

Auslralion, humorous 
if )IOU describe SOI'Tlething as a particular 
thing with knobs on, )IOU mean it has 
similar qualities to that thins but the>' 
are more extreme • Disnc)l World was like 
an ordinary amusement park wltll knobs 
on. 

knock 
Knock it off! in[omwt Y 

something that }'OU 53.}' in order to tell 
someone to stop do in(! something that is 
annoying you • Knock tt oft wtll you! I 
CJlfl' t zmrlc with all tJun noise. 

take a knock 
to he bad!)' affected by some,hiug • llts 
reputation has WA:cn QUIU a knock 
following the revctaliolls published In his 
recent bicgraplly. 

knock-clown-clrag·out 
knock-down-drag-outAmu/can 

a kn~k-down-dra£-oUl fight or argument 
is very serious and continu<.os fo[' a long 
time • (always before noun) Look, I don't 
u.10nt to get into a knock-down-drag-out 
j~ghJ with you OLW thi.~ so let's forget it. 

knocking 
a knocking shop BriJish, Vel)• lrt(ormaJ 
01 knock-shop Austral ion, very informal 

a pLace where men pa.:,· tO have sex with 
women • Peoplt S({}' it's a knocking shop 
but r,_-e never sce11 anything gomg on. 

knot 
tie the knot informal 

to set married • When are )'Oll tu:o going 
to tie t11c knot? • (oftm + with) She's 
plann.ing to ti$ tile knot wtth her German 
bo;yfrwndnc:t June. 

knots 
tie yourself(~) in knots 
1 to become very confused or wot-rlcd 

when )IOU arc trying to make a dedslon 
or sol\'e a problem • (often + over) The)• 
tied tllems<!IIJ(I.$ in knats ooer tJI€ S«ltlng 
arrrJilRemems. 

2 British & .Australlmt to become very 
ronf\lsOO wh9n you are tr:ylng to "xplain 
somcthl.ng • She tft!d henelf up in krwts 
trying to tell me how to operat<: thc uidoo 
recorder. 

knotted 
Get knotted I BrUI.~h & AuSITTllilln, 

informal. old-fashiMed 
an impolite was of tell.iAA somoonc who 
is annoyins you to go away • Oh, get 
knoued, wlll>'Ou. I'm trytng to l.OOJ'kl 

know 
know what's what X 

if }IOU know what's wba,, you have a lot of 
experience and can jud~ people and 
sltu.~tions well • Harry's been in the 
busi~ss tor 40 >'tarS - ht knows what 's 
what. 

know ...... you ..... 
to know wbatsomeoM tbfnb aboUt )'Oil, 
.how &boy CICpeCl )'OQ to behaft. arid hOw 
they are likely to ~ tiJena1wos 
• Sht'J~lJ rlri{:t ®sf. IR4crlltlolt,. 
know ....,.. 70fl ~ - h4'P: • 1%tlr 
dlifiiY «Jm:MMId -D bift/llklyettni.ID 
lriWIDwlwre tstond-

not know wher• to put yourself lll/l>rmal 
to feci very embarrassed • And t11en he 
scarred to smg. Well, 1 d1tln't kJWW where 
ro PUI mJ>Sel/] 

not know whether to laugh or cry 
to be extremely upset by something bad 
thnthas happened • Then the;yannounc.ed 



thtlt my flight was dekJ.;wJfor ten hours./ 
didn'tknow~to/augho.rcry. 

not know lftwhether YOU are coming or 
golng 
to be lll'lablc to think clcruiy and decide 
what to do be<:ause yw have GO many 
things to deal with • 1 hod so much to do 

J-'€SUrda.>•that I didn't klww wlu!therl was 
comiflBorgolllJ]. • ThMXx>nlchangesin t1w 
school curriculum mron that most teachers 
den 't knew lf they're coming or lfOil'll? 

be in the know fn./ontwl _)<: 
to know about something which most 
people do not know about • The resort is 
considered b)' those who are in the know to 
lwr--e the b(]Sl downhill skii1l£ in EurOPe. 

Whitt you don't know won't hurt you. 
something that you say Which means that 
if you do not know about a fact or a 
problem, you do not worry about It • 'Tell 

mt' Jr.ow much J>l>ll s~r on the em; then.' 
'l\'CI. what >-YXI. don't know won't lwrl )'OU. • 

wouldn't know Sill if it h it you fn the 
face 

wouldn't know sth H you fell over o~ 
to not notice something a lthough It is 
very obvious • Julie U<'Ouldn'r know a 
good dool if il hit her in lhefoce! 

know-all -a know-.,n Brltlsh & Australian 
a know·lt-all American & Australian 

someone who ~ems ro know ever)-thing 
and rumoys other people by showing how 
clever they are • No one likes him because 
lie's such a know-alL 

knuckle 
a knuckle sandwich humorous 

if you give someone a knu~kle sandwich, 
you hit them • You'U Rei a knuckle 
sonduJJch if )'OU don't shut up. 



labour 218 

labour 
a labour of love British & Australian y 
a labor of love Am(>riron &Australian 

an activity that Is hard work but that you 
do because you enjoy It • l ie p~ers to 
painl the house himself- it'sa real labour 
Q/ love. 

ladder 
a t the top of the ladder 

in the highest position In an organization 
• He's at the rop 0/ the ladder qfler a lone 
and su«ess$/u J caret~: 
OPI'OSrn at the bottom of the ladder 
• She started at tltt but tom of the ladder, 
but was ropidly promotM. 

lady 
1.ady Bountiful 

a woman who et1joys showing people how 
rich and kind she is by giving things to 
poor people 4::. Bountiful means 
generous. • T'et! got a lot of clothes that 
they mjghJ mDkl'. w•e of but I'm worried 
they they migl1t see me as some $0rl of 
lAdy Bounsi/Ul. 

Lady Mud< Brittsll &Austrolwn, 
hurncrous 
a woman who thinks she is very important 
and should be treated better than everyone 
else • !J;JOk at lA4Y Muck o~'U thu'e. 
~etlU)'Olletowaiton her! 

lady-killer 
a lady-killer old{ash.loned 

a man who has sexual relationships with 
a lot of worrum • 1-!·'ith his good looks and 
chnnn. he was often cast a:s the lady.killu 
in films. 

lager 
a t.ger lout British 

a YOIU18 man who dri.llJ(s too much 

olcohol and is then noi3)'0 rude. or violent 
• (often plural) They'd ended up In some 
cheap holiday resort that was fUll Q/ 
British lagu lout$. 

lah-di-dah 
lah-di-dah oldfa:shioned 
la-d i-da old{bsh1oned 

a woman who is lah-dl-<lah thinks she Is 
better than other pe<>ple and tries to 
speak :~s if she is from a high social class 
• No one really l iked llfr In tfle vtllagc. 
TJwy all thoueht slw was a bU lah-di-<klh.. 

laid-back 
laid hdc 

a person wl1o ls latd-back is wry rclased 
and does not pt. anxious or &ngr')' ven· 
often • 1 can imagine lre$BOod to ll'(ll'/rfor 
- M SHmS llW)I IDid~ • He t'Onl6 

across as _vour l)lp/azl ltJid..badc 
Olll/bnliGtl. 

laissez-falre 
laissez-faire 
1 the principle that bttsinesses should not 

be controlloo by the goverJllllent • The 
preiJ/ous goL'V!rnmenl had o pollc:; cf 
laL~faire, whereas thi."t go1.1Unmenf 
wants a c1osfr /XIrlnership with industry. 
lals.sc!Z•fa iro • (always before noun) They 
hove adopw:l a /aiss(Jz{oire approach to 
bu.~incss. 

2 tho wtsh not to cont.rol poopl.c or not to 
become 1nvolvoo tn thclr actions • There 
are no effectirx!.larns to prnletl wom t>nfrom 
abusive husbands. A n attitude Q/ la.isscz· 
fain: prr:~l(ll/s. 
laissez-faire • (alwa~·s bC!fore n oun) TM 
problems In our education S)•s#m, SM 
said, I.DOuld not be solved by a laissezfaire 
approach. 

lake 
Go jump in a/the lake I informal 

an impolite way of telling someone to go 
away and stop armoying you • This BUJ' 
just wouldn't loove us alone, $0 finally l 
told him tc to Jump tn the lo~-

lam 
on the lam mainly American. informal 

running away from the poll~ or someone 



in authotity ln order tn escape going to 
prison • H• finally gav(' himMlf up tQ the 
policeqfter 12yearson the lam. 

lamb 
like a lamb 
if you go somewhere that you are being 
forced to go like a lamb. you go there 
calmly and without complaining • I 
thought I wa..~ going to have to drag her 
scnaming to school but when the time 
ct:une she r.a:nt like a lamb. 

llko a lamb ~o the slaughter 
somemins that you say about someone 
who does something or sees somewhere 
calmly and happUy, not knowing tbat 
something unpleasant is going tO happen 
to them b This Phrase comes from the 
Dlble. The slaughter is the time 'tl.i!l!ll 

animals are killed for their meat. • Here 
CCitU!:S tht! bl'idl!. llkt! a lamb to thl! 
slnURfl~r. 

lame 
a lame duck 
1 a person or oompany that is 1n trouble 

and needs help • In under two years. ft 
was troll:!iformed from o State«GTU!d IJJme 
duck into a successful company. 

2 somoone. especiallY an elected official, 
who cannOl influence events any more, 
often because their job Is golng to end 
soon • The .~fa,.-or intends to run for re­
election to a1.-"'id being th.ouchJ of as o 
lame duck. 
•~•du<k mainly American • (always 
before noun) Having lost control of 
Qmgress, M UXJS tn oonger of becoming o 
larru·d uck prestdtnt. 

land 
the land of milk and honelf 

a cow\try where people from other 
coWltril!S would llke to live beeausc truw 
lmaglne that the Uvi.na conditions are 
exc:elli!nt and It Is easy 10 make money 
• Peopu in poorer parts rf the world still 
look on tile Statf$ as the land of milk and 
lwntY-

be in tho land of nod old-ftl,shioned 
to be steeping • Joe's In the land of nod at 
last. 

be in the land of the living humorous 
to be awake • Sh11 was partying tiil rhs 
Mrly hours so I don't imagine she'll be in 
tile land of the living Wore luncJWme. 

find out/'" how the land lies 
to f!Ct Information about a situation 
before malting decisions or taking action 
• I thought I'd better ca/J ttl)' mother and 
see llow tile land Ires /;ffore inviting ln)>Sel/ 

home for the week(:tld. 
tho lie of the land Brilish & Australian 
the lay of the land American & 
Ausrrolian • Irs alu;aysagood idea toflrui 
out the lie of the larui b¢on applying to a 
company. 

land-office 
do a land-office business Anu!'rlc011. cld­

fashtcned 
if a company does a land.()ffice business. 
they are very sllccessful in selling their 
product • They only Sd up the company 
eigllt months ago and tluy're doinc a 
land-Q[fice bu.sllwss. 

lap 
be In tho lap of the gods 

lt the result of a situation Is 1n U1c lap of 
the gods, you cannot control what vrlll 
happen • I've sent in my app/icaJlonform 
and rve sorted ow my references so it's in 
the kzpoJ thegodsiWU.!. 

drop/hlllnto your lap 
If something good falls into your lap, you 
get it without making an)' effort • You 
can't expea tire ideal job ro just fall tnro 
wur lap - you've got to go out t~ and 
look/or il. 

in the lap o f luxury 
if you are In the la,p of luxury, you live in 
conditions of much comfort bet3use you 
ha\'C a lot of money • I have to earn 
e.n.ough to keep my wife tn tM lap Q[ 

WXUI)\ • They live In tJu wp Q/ luxury 
tn a huge grtat ~ In the south Q/ 
France. 

lard-arse 
a Jard-arw Bril is/1, very irlformal 

someono who is fat • YOl4 could <W wilh a 
bit of extrclse yoursel£ kzrd-orst! • Your 
brother 'So bltof o /.ard-<srse, lsn't he? 
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large 
by end large 

eenecall.v or mostly • Thljttms they show 
art. by and ll:lrg#. Amtric4n impom. 

loom large 
if a wbject looms ~e, it causes people 
to tllink or 9o"OfTY a lot • TIIC thrcaJ of 
unemplo)•rrumt looms large in theu 
peop/4"$ /((.ot;S. 

last 
last but not~ 

something that you ~;ay before 
introducing the last person or thing on a 
list. meaning that they are equally 
l.mportant • Thts Is Jtn1tzy. thts ts Kath. 
CUI((. kuJ l;ut not lt.aSt, this i3 ArtU!. 
• RighJ, rue 1:ot my mone,1 my sungle1$Se.$ 
onct. last but not least. my lipstick. 

• last hun'ah mainl.>• American 

a flnal acuon or performance befbre 
someone fini.shl!S a job or e(:th•ity • Al31. 
~knows this touriUliTielll may be his la$t 
hurrah. 

the last gasp of sth ISJerary 
the end of a pan.icular period or process 
• T11ts period wltnesstd ~~ dtdtne and 
lt¥1 gasp of the British Empire. 

the lart of the btg spenders humorous 
something that )'OU say when )'DU are 
spending very little money or when 
someone else Is spending very little 
mone)• • Just an orange juice and SQ17IC 

peanws. plto.w. The last of the big 
spmderst 

be on your last k!9s 
1 informal to be gob~.g to die soon • Jlloohs 

as if her arand/tzlher's (111 hls last ~gs 
nOU\ 

2 in/()TTTU%1 to be very tired, especiallY after 
a lot of pi\Ysical activllY or work • l'd)U$1 
doM /VIetn miles and lwos on m>' /Q,Sf 

legs.. 

be on its last legs ltiformat 
if a machine is on its last legs, It is in bad 
condition becauRe it i!l old and It will 
probably stop workmg soon • We"t~e hod 
the ~mt C!CICUUm ~r [or tux:nty )'cars 
now and It 'son its lllstl(gs. 

be the last wont in sth 
to be the best or most modern exAmple or 
something • It'$ a nkt enough I?Siaurcrnt 
cmd i t 's tel)' reasonabl)' prtctd buJ tt 's 1lDl 

exactly the last word in s!,)'le. 

have hMrdlsHn the last of sb/sth 
If you bavo heanl the last of someone or 
something unpleasant. they wW not 
ca~ )'OU an)' more problems ln tho 
future • (often ~e) It's a wcrrylng 
problem and I dare say we haven't ~ 
th~ lllstof lt. • Ht'sa ~JVyllnplet:Stmt mon. 
I slnarczy hope we've sttn lilt last.()/ hun. 

have tho last laugh 
to make someone who has crltlcl.zcd or 
defeated you look stupid bysuoc:eedingat 
something m~ important or by ~lng 
them fail • Theyfirtd her last year but sht 
had the lastlat(lfh because sht UiOS token 
an by their main ritoab at tu'ice th~r salary 

last-ditch 
last -ditch 

a last-ditch attempt to solve a problem is 
the final attempt that you m.ake after )'Uu 
have f3Jled several times to sOlve it 
• {always before noun) Tht gesture has 
been SCffl !))• nUJII)I as a l4st-dUd1 
atumpt to win t'O~rs. • Tht UN Is tr)•tng 
to S«Ure talks beh.ceen t~ t~ sides in a 
last-ditch f',ffort to avut war. 

last-gasp 
last-gasp 

acblt>\'ed at the last p:asible rnmnent 
• (always before noun) And with onty a 
millut£ we. Brlnkworth scored a lQ,St·8{JSJ) 
equaliser brlrlgtng tlw scon to 2·2.. 

latchkey 
• latchkey childl1cld tn4mly Amutcon 

a child who 1s onen in th<' house alone 
beeause both pl!r('nts are at work • My 
da.d came home at see61 in the tLW~inc 
and my mom only an hour eorlier so I was 
a latchkey kid. 

late 
late In the day 

too late to be usefUl • (often + for) Tlte 
new gun law$ came a liUle /ale in th6 diu' 
for those wlwse friellds or famiUes were 
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killed in the ma..'<.SilCTC. • (often + to do st h) 
It seems rather tcuc in the dC()' to announce 
thtJI dhl drlnks might cause canct!r. 

lather 
be in a lather inftJI'ITUll 

to be very anxious about something • Sire 
uw in a real larh8r Wilen 1 ldl this 
morninc Jx:crwse $M couldn't flru:J the 
tickets. 
get (yoursclf) in/into a lather lliforma I 
• It's really not worthg;:lting)•ournif into 
a lather over Lt. 

laugh 
be a laugh a minute informal 

to be very runny and entelialning 
lb Thi(' phrase is often used humorously 
to mean me opiJOSite. • YOu know u;llat 
J'ltfark's Uk$ - he's not exo.ctlY a la1.J8h a 
minute. • .:4 tUXl-hour meeting uJtrh Nigel 
OUX111? I ~t th.al u•as fun. · 'Oh, it was o 
ll11.J8h a minure. • 

Don't moko me Iough. informal 
soll.l()thlllg mat you say when someone 
ha.~ suggested something that you think 
Is not at all llkely to ha~n • 'lw never 
know. Pete might help out. • 'Pi!te? Help 
out? Don't make I'M touch!' 

laughing 
a laughing stock 

s.omeone who does something very 
stupid which makes other peoDle laugh 
at them • (u:roally + oO 1 C(Ul't cycle 
around on that old thing! ru be the 
laughing sl«k of tlre ll(!ighOOIIrhood. 

be laughing all the way to the bank 
informal 
if SOJT)e()ne is laughing aU the was to the 
bank, they ha\'e llUidea lotof money very 
easlb'. ()fien because someone else has 
been s tupid • V u:e don't take this 
opportunrty, you can be sure our 
competitors will and tf1ey'U be l4ughit)8 
alJ th£ Wtzy to IM bank. 

if you SliY someone who is hBDPY will be 
laughing on the othet· side of tl'lei.l· face. 
you aro 3J1il'Y about the thing that ts 
making them happy and t.hlnk that 
llOmething will soon happen to upS4lt 
them • You 'IJ be laughing out of the other 
side Q{ )•Ollr face if youfailwurexams. 

be laughing up your sleeve ><' 
to laugh at someone secretly. often in an 
unkind way • (often + a t} He persuotkd 
{X!Qpie to belie11-e tn llim and all the tim£ 1M! 
u:as laughing up his s~~Mal them. 

be no laughing matter 
1C a subject 1s no 1aughlng matter. It ts 
serious and not something that peopla 
should make jokes about • Hat!morrhai{i.f 
are allt;e7J• funny when other people luzve 
them. but if you get tllcm ycurscl.! il 's no 
lcutihing matter. 

laughter 

Laughter is the best medidrw. 
something that you say which means that 
It ls good for your physical and mental 
health to laugh • A visit frTlm Cl1mllle 
alu:ooys nwkcs nre feel better sJu:'s so 
hil4rious. It:~ li/re theY S<U> laughtu's the 
be.st medtdne. 

laundry 

a loundry Urt mainlyAmerlca71 ')( 
a long list of subjects • (usually + oO It 
wasn't much Q{ a speech -just a laundry 
list. 0/ accusaJions OJJGinst tht 
governmenL 

laurels 

look to your laurels 
to make an extra effort to suc~d 
~.ause there is more competitioo 
• Nor.cadays thf!re arc a number Q{ rival 
/)J"f)d!.V:.tS on t/18 marke.t and tile older; 
eSiablished companze.s are Jwving to look 
to their laurels. 

r.st on your lourels ,.._ 
to be so sat.lsfied with your own 

M laughing on the othet' side of your 
face British. American & A.ustroLIIJn. 
itifarmal 

be laughing out of the other side of 
your mouth Amoican & Australian, 
(Jifom1al 

> achievements that you make no effort to 
improve • ,Just because ycu paSSI!d all 
your exams. that's nc IWl.SOn to rest on 
}"'Ur laurels. 
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law 
the law of averages 

the probability that you w1ll get one 
result about the same 11umbcr or times as 
another I! you do somethlng o~n 
enough • By the law of a1,--eraces we 
am't gi~ a good per[ormancutoery ni[lht 
Q/ thetou1: 

the law of the jungle • 
the way in which only the l>trongest and 
cleverest people in a society stay alive or 
succeed • 1 was brought up on the! stTI'I't~ 
when the law Q[ the jungle applies. so I 
soon ILarnt how to look after m.yselj 

1M a law unto }'Ourself 
If you are a law unto yourself. you do 
things differently to other people and 
ignore the usual rules • Charles certainly 
dOf!Sil't stick to the standard compaey 
procedures. but then. he's a tow unto 
lltJT~ 

lay down the law 
co teU people whar they should do, 
without caring about how Utcy feel • I'm 
not galng to lun:e someom come imo this 
qf)lce and sum llzy/ng down tile tow. 

take the law Into your own hands 
to do something illegal in order to punish 
SOrMOne ~e you know that the law 
will not punish that person • Om day. 
cifter .)'eai"S Q[ violml abuse from lu:r 
husband, slu decided to take tile tow into 
her own luJnds. 

there's no law agalnst$th/doing sth 
in.[onnal 
something !hat you sey in order to toll 
someone who is aiticizing you that you 
are not doing anything wrong • 'You were 
tn tM pub tll huWIJJnw, ~.~Wnn't }'Ou?' 
'WelL there's no row oEotnst lt. • • 'HIJ.L't! 

JIOU been shopping again?' 'What if I 
hatoe? T/w'e's no law against spending 
money.' 

lay 
lay It on thick Wormal 
l;ry it on with a trowel lnfornu:Jl 

to make an emotion or experience seem 
more important or serious than it really 
is • He'd injured his hand sliRhJlY bullle 
was lizyinc it on a bil thick about lww 

painfUl It was. • They must 110~ told us 
ten times how wonderftd their dtmshter 
was- t/u?y u-we realty W.ytng It on wi.lh a 
trowel. 

lead 
go down like a lead balloon humorous 

if something tlUit }'Oll 54)' or show to 
people goe.~ down like a lead balloon. the}' 
do not like it at aU • 1'1-!Y joke about t~ 
alcoholic went down llkeo.ILad balloon. 

put lead in your pencil British, humorous 
to increase a men's sexual ablliry • Y<>u 
should eat a few OYSters - that'll JJUl some 
~ in;your pt.•nci1. 
have lead in your pencil BrilWI. 
humorous• 'l!{,ywr.cle's65and.M's~ltins 
nmarried. "He still has a bit of lead in his 
pemil tllen!' 

swing the lead British & Australia/1, old· 
fashioned 
to prottmd to be ill so that you do not have 
to work • (usuall.v in continuous tenses) 
And is she 8cnuinely ill or is slle just 
swli'IIJing the ltad? 

leading 
a lead ing light 

an important and respected person in a 
group or organization • (often + In) A 
leading light in lhe art and ballet world. 
IIC was a close friend. of Princess Diana. 
• (often + of)J~frles. tll23a leading ltghJ 
Q[ therom]Xllgn. wasthejlr st to speak. 

leaf 
' shake like a leaf -' 

to shake a lot because you~ nervous or 
frightened • (USually in continuous 
tenses) I saw her just before her lolk and 
shewasshakirrg like a le.ctt 

tak~ a leaf out of sb·s book 
to copy something that someone else does 
because it will brtng you ad\'antages 
• Maybe I shoultl take a leaf out of 
Robert's book and stllrl coming in at ten 
euery morning 

league 
be out of sb's league 

to be too good or too expensive for you 
• He was so ROOd·looking and so popular 
thali/ell M was out Q[ mytoogue. 
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leak 
t ake a leak L'l!r;l' Informal 

to pass liquid waste out of the body • I'll 
be back in a moment - rue gotta take a 
leak. 

leaps 
by/In leaps and bounds >( 

lf prog1·css or Rl'OWth ha,pJJen.s in le.~ps 
and bounds, It happens vt>ry quickly 
• Ashley·.~ ,-.ocfing has come on In Imps 
and bounds sin~ slw's been ot Jwr new 
schooL • Uaders of tile arganlzation sa,y 
tlU!tr membersflip is growing by leaps and 
bowlds. 

leash 
have/keep sb on a shortltlght I~ 

to h.l\'e a Joe of control over somconc's 
behaviQur and allow them very httlt> 
freedom to do what they want • Hedoe:m't 
$0 our will! rhe lads so much rhe$G d(.zyS. 
l'.11cheUe hee.ps hlm on a t(f?ht lcasil. 

least 
Least said, soonest mended. British & 

Au..~tralian. old-fashioned 
something that you a,y which means a 
bad event or situation can be forgotten 
more easily if YOU dO not talk about it 
• I've always thought it best not to ~ll 
on gria'OriCI!S too long.. Least said, :soonest 
mended. 

take the line/patti of least resistance 
to act in the wa.y which will be eas'M!st 
because you will not have to argue with 
other people about it • ~u wuld always 
14M the line Qf tt.ast re.sistan~ and go 
with the ma)orit.>• f){)U!. 

left 
the left hand doesn't know what the 

right hand is doing 
something that you say which means that 
communication in an organization is bad 
so that one part does not .know whal is 
happcnu.~g in another part • 1 was sent the 
sa~ INter from two different 
departmtnts. I get theft.ellng the left hand 
doe$1't know what th~righthand is doing. 

bo loft hanging (in the airrm midair) 
lf a problem or Quest.lon is left hanging in 
the aJ..t; il is DOC dealt with or answered 

• lVe /Oiled to resolve the i.S:>-ue. at the. last 
meeting and it was lEft hanging in th£ air. 

be left holding the baby British 
be left holding the ~g American 

to suddenly have to deal with a difficult 
problem or responsibility because 
someone else has dectded they do not 
want lO deal with it • He abandoned the 
p~ct after a >"OOr btcaust he felt that it 
wa.tgolng to fall and lu.oasl~Zholdintltlle 
baby. 

be out in left field 
1 Arrumcan, informal to be completely 

wrong • They'rPOUI tn leftfU!Id. blaming 
you for this fiasco. 

2 American, illform.al to be very strange or 
very diffc•·enc from other people or 
thillg)l • She's k ind of our tllleftfleld bUl 
w'sfun. 

left. right and centre British, Informal 
right and lett Amerlc(ln,lri/Ormat 
left .lnd right American. ilifonnal 

If something bad Is happening left, r.lgh.t 
!lnd centre, it i!> happening in a lot of 
places or to a lot of people • They Ulf'T"e 

jiring(llpeople 11!/f. rigl1tandcenb·e.. • The 
Postal Service has been losinG custOITU!rs 
~and right these past rouplcQ/ years. 

leg 
Break .1 leg! 

scmething that )'OU ~· to wish scnwono 
good luck, especial!~· before they perform 
in the theatre /!::> Some people believe 
that if you say the words ·good luck' to an 
actor. you will briJlJl 1hem bad luck. 
• (usually an order) 'Tonight's tJUI ]INt 
niglrtof the play. ' 'Is ir? ll~ll. break a leg!' 

get your leg over British & Au..~t,.alian, 
very illformal 
if a man gets his leg over, he su~ in 
having sex with someone • lloiiJ W(IS the 
party, thm? Did JI"U get your leg over? 

give sb a leg up informal 
Lo help someon~ to be more success.!\11• It 
rrwst gice)IOu a leg up if ;•ou t.J:Jo.nt to be an 
~ICt<H' and yeur parents are both in the 
professiM. 
get a leg up lriformal • If J.'OU knoi/J 
people in the company J1fJU can :sometimts 
get a leg up. 
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not hMM a leg to stand on 
to be in a •lt:uation where you cannot 
prove e;omething • The problllfn u. V )'DfJ 

dtm't haue a witnm..fOU dDn't llllvea liB 
IOSllJnd OIL • I btJIJtil'tMnROtlhe rtt:elf)t 
to 11"'0" u:Mre I IJt)ug/1111, st~l don.'t hiJVt • 
feJit!SIGndon. 

have a leg up o n .. b Anu?rlcan 
to l1.We an advantage over someone else 
• SJ:e probablyJUJs a leg up o, the other 
applicant.~ for the job because slit luJs 
more experience. 

pull sb's leg iliformal ' 
to tell someone sometlllngtllat Is not true 
as a WRY of joking with them • (USuali)• 1n 
continuous tenses) L~ hereollyangrywlrh 
me or do ) 'Oll think lu:'s just pulling my 
leg? 

shako a leg! old-fasllicned, informal 
something that you say in ordl!r to tell 
people to hurry up • Come on. shake a leR! 
The film start$ In 20minutes.. 

Show a leg! Britisll. old1asflioned, 
informal 
something that )'OU s:zy ln order to tell 
someone to get out of bed • SIJOW a kg! 
IJ"spast 11 o'clock. 

legs 
can talk t he legs off an iron pot 

Australian 
1f someona can talk the legs ott an lron 
pot, they talk a }0( • I drood gelling Into a 
ronversaticn wiJh Oillion - she cxm talk 
tJu> legs of/ an iron poL 

have legs mainly American 
if a story in the news has legs, it will 
continue for a long time • This latest 
sro:ndal has legs YQ~J 'Llprobab/y still be 
reading about il ina yror 's tinu. 

lengths 
gatogreatlllaglhs todosth 

co tty -wery hard to acbieft something . 1 
~ If) /P'eat kngtJu to ~ 0. 
siiUDiion to him but he Sffll ardn'r $ft7ll ro 
undmtalu/, 
go to ..wy lengtla tn do Jlfb • Snn7i! mm 
will go to any lmgths C= try say metbodl 
todisB ... t#M!/tfl:tlhaf r/u!y'ft IJOing bDJd 

leopard 
A leopard carr'tfdoesn 't change. its 

spots. 
something that you sa~' which means thai 
a person's character, especiallY if it is 
bad. wlli oot chang~. mrcn if they pretend 
it bas • T doubt vtTY much tlull marriage 
wiU cJumsc Chris for the better. A leopard 
doesJI't c!UJnge lt.s spots. 

lesser 

the lesser of two evils 
a lesser evil 

the less unpleasant of two choia$, 
ltetther of which are good • I suppost I 
regard the Dcmoa'Oiic candiciDu as tM 
hsser Q/ two eiJiJs. 

lesson 
INm yuur leSscin 

to learn somectung 1UottUl about IU'II n-om 
an unpleasant eS)lC!l'lence • I'm MWT 
gOinglomL"C mydrlnholftlin - lwl«vnt 
tq~ 

itHch sb • leiSOII 
to punish somemc ao tbal they wW oot 
bcbavc badlY aRaln • TM nat dnu: she'$ 
kJU,IJO ~ lur.. 'l1ta1 shoulll UGth h• 
alason. 

--------------------~ 
le t 

lot yottrself go 
1 to relax completely and Cl"\iOY yotU-sel! 

• It's apar();-let:>'Dur:.-e(f co! • I thtnk she 
jlndslt dJjftcull to let ~rseif go. 

2 to take less care of your appearance 
• She's really 14'1 hcrrstif go since she split 
lJ.P u.ith her husband. 

let It/things sl ide ).; 
to allow a situat ion to become slowly 
worse • " i?'ve reall,)• let things slid£ over 
the past few months.. The accounts are in o 
terrible $!0~. 

letter 

tho Iotter of the law }bmwl 
tlto exact wo1"ds of a law and not its more 
important general meaning • There Is 
all~X!J-'S the.dangtr that a j udge.nuz)•/olluw 
the letter of the law rather than Its spirit. 
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t o the letter slighti}'/OOMI A. 
if you follow instructions or obey rules to 
the Jetter. you do exactly what you are 
told to do • I follou;cd the instmctwns w 
ll1e Mittr bUJ I still t:Olddn'tgetlt tc work. 

level 
a l•wl playing fie ld ) 

a fair situation • There aN calls for less 
restrictU.-e laws in order to a llow t.hem to 
compeie on a leoel p la.ving field (= ln a 
way that IS faJr) witll other fitumclal 
lnsJilmicms. 

b• level pogglng Britisll & llus/J'al.icn 
if two people Ol' groups who are 
compet ing in a race or election arc level 
pegging, they are equal and tt is not 
certain who will win • With thr1Jt.1~ks to 
go w the election, Labour and the Alliance 
are sttll le!--el pesfrlnll. 

be on the leve l old-/(1$1/ioned 
to be hottest or true • The oiler ~'tmS too 
good lb be true. Are ;vou quire sure the 
man'santhele~Jel? 

do your levol bm 
to try vct·y hard to do somothJ.ng • (often 
+to do sth) 1'ickets an quite IIDF'Ci UJ come 
b.>• but 1'11 do my levellmt to cet yau one. 

liberties 
t~ke llbortles 
1 to change somcthlns. espcdally a pt.eee 

of writing. in a way that people d1sagroo 
wlU1 • (usuall~· + wUhl WJweutr u,"TVte the 
SO-et!npla>•for the film tookgrmt liberties 
with the original text of the nuoeL 

2 old-fashioned La be too frtendly to 
Romeone in a way that shows a lack of 
respect. especially in a SC.'\'Ual way 
• (often ~ wit h) Don't let him take 
lfbmies with you.. 

liberty 

take the liberty of do~ sthformal /'­
to do somethlng that will have an effect 
on someone else without a.~king their 
permission • (tL~uany in pa.-« tenses) 1 
rook the libertyQ{ reserofng llStwoseatsat 
t/1£ contC~VT~U. I ~ that's nil right b)• 
.)'{)U. 

licence 
be a licence t o print money Blitish & 

A.ustralJan 
b e a liceme to print mo ney Anrcr~;'Qn 

It a company or actl\'ity ls a licence to 
print money, It causes people to become 
very rich witho\lt having to make any 
etT01t • Th~ sJwppiiiR cllannels arejllSt 
a licence to prmt money. 

lick 
give sth a lick and a p romise 
1 Britisll & Australian, old-lashfOIUld to 

clean somelhJ..n" qulcl<.ly and not 
c&:efully • I put on 11lV tlfW suit, gave nt)' 
shoes a lick and a promise. and M tile 
Jwu.se. 

2 American & Austmlian, old-{ashion«lto 
do a job or piece of work quickly and noc 
c:a.n!fully • IVt> dfdn 't luJve t1mt to do much 
ckarlng up In till! yard - just gaoe the 
grass a lick and a prom~ 

llckety-spllt 
llckety-spllt mainly Amuiam.. iliformal 

von· qukk.ly • He drOt-e off IJdiet,v-spllt 
down the hlghUJCU~. 

lidcing 
take a licking AmPrican & AusJra/iQ.n, 

iriformal 
to be dcfeatoo or \'ecy strongly cntlc~ed 
• 1'/le/.r latest album took a lickiJ~g from 
the critics. but i t :S sellinc ~II. 

lid 
btow/t<~ke th4! lid off sth 
lift the lid on sth 

to cause something bad that was 
PTeviou~y kept secret to be koown b)• the 
public • In 19~ tlu!y sraned an. 
investiRalion t1lat was to blow tile lid off 
c:ornwtion In the pollee force. 

flip your lid 
1 hl.llnOrous to become cruy • I thought 

he"dfinall;•flipped his lid wht>n he baugllt 
that old helia:lpter. 

2 Wormal to suddenly become very angn• 
• She'U flip her lid u:llen she )tnds Ollt 
what's beten going an. 

keep a lid on sth ), 
to control tbe level of something in order 
tO StOP it increasing • Economic 
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difftculties contfnued an.d the lfO~>"ernment 
intcrocmd to keep a lid on tnflaJion. 

Put a lid on ltJ mainly American, itifomlal 
somcthlng that yon say 1n order to tcU 
SQflleone to stop talking • Put a 1/d on Jt. 
you two! You ·oo been shoutinc all 
afternoon. 

put the lid on sib Britlrh. old-ft:J.:>'hioned 
if something that happe11s puts the lid on 
a plan. It causes the plan to fail • IVhen 
James nsfcned that puJ t11e lid on tile 
wholeJ)ro}td. 

lie 
give the lie to sthJOrmal 

to show that something is not true • The 
hllth incidenca Q/ cancer in tile re.(fion 
surely glt'ts the lM to oifldal assurancfs 
thai thefacUJry Js Slife. 

live a l ie 
to I ive a I ill> that is dls.honcst OOM\\SO YOU 
arc pn:tending to be something th~t you 
are not. either to yourscll or to other 
pe<1ple • n·l'Jiker. whoadm!Jted that he uw 
gay llm .)'fw. SPQM Q/ the relid' M/clt at 
no longer having to live a lie. 

lies 
apackoflles v 
a tissue of lies formal 

a totory that someone has invented h1 
order to deceive people • He dismissed 
recem nrmours tJun he'd had affairs With 
a number Q/ wome.11 as 'a pack Q/ lies'. 
• The entire account qf where she'd been 
and who she'd bem with that night u.oas a 
tissw:Q/ lies. 

life 
life In the fast'- / 

a way or living which is run of 
excitement and act lvity and onen danger 
~ The fast lane is the part of a 
motorway <= a large road) where drhoers 
go the fastest. • His uoas a life in the fast 
la.!~ - parties. drugs. ami a CtJnsUJnt 
stream()/ glamorous wo1r.en. 

life In tho raw 
llfe at lts most difficult. without money 
or the comforts that money bri.ng:s 
• Trcwel ling on the dli!Dp exposes .)'OU ta 
local life in the raw. 

life Is che-ap 
if life is cheap somewhere. peol)le's lives 
have llttle value so If the)• d1e It .s not 
important • In tile dly. gunmen role the 
stmts and lt/t Js rhtop. 

your life Is in sb's hands 
if your llfe Is in som~ne·s hands, that 
person is completely responsible for 
wh!lt hRppens to you, onen ror whether 
you live or die • When you fly. )OOOr 11/e is 
in the hnnds of romplrle wangPrs. 
place/put YOUr life in sb's hands • EL'f!ry 
Oime you drive a mt; you put your life in 
the ha71dS Q/ Qtller motorist.s. 

Ufe is just a bowl of cherries. 
somethire that you sa;:,-which means that 
lil& is vet-y pleasant b This phrase is 
sometbn~ uoodhumorous)y to mc.an the 
opposite • Tile hotel Is wonderfUl and tilt 
u~ther tou. Life's just a bowl qf cherrl~ 
• So os 1~11 as c/eanmc up thfl qpanment 
and 8etri.J1g tJw paperwork dOJU], I 11000 

thmchlldren tolooka/W: Yes. life's just a 
bowl of cherries! 

as large as life Brttish, American & 
Australian 

as big as life Amr.rican 
if you S3Y that someone was somewhere 
as large as I if~. you mean that you were 
surprised to see them there • llocktd up 
from my paper and there he was. as large 
as life. Tim Taylor! 

be Ia~ than life Bn"tiSh, American & 
Australian 

be bigger than life American 
lf someone 1s larger than life, they 
attract a Jot of attention bec<tuse they ar-e 
more exeatlng and mtercsting thAn most 
peop~ • .\1ost chtlracters 1n hJ.s films are 
wmewlaat lar-ger than/ifu. 

be another/one of life's great mysteries 
humorous 
to be something that it is impossible ror 
y0\1 to understand • Wlu• people wrtu 
th.elr nan~onthewallsqf public tcUetsls 
~Of li/e'scrv.ar mys~rie.-.. 

be the life and soul of the party British, 
~rican & Australian 

be the life of the party American & 
Australian 
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to be the type of person who e!'\Joy.s social 
occasions and makes them more 
enJo:~--able for other people • He's a very 
suwt TIU01 bul he's not excu:tty the life and 
soul of 1M party. • Give him aftw drtnks 
cmd he's the life of tMparty! 

breathe (new) life into sth '-, 
to make Mmething that was boring ~m 
interesting 11gain • Rreathe new life Info a 
tlrro old bathroom wilh a coat of bri~:lltJ.>• 
coloured paint tn tilts season's excltJne 
cclollTS 

can't do sth to save )'Our life llt/ormal )(' 
if you say that someone can't do 
something to save their life, you mean 
that they arc CA1rcme)y bad at tllat thing 
• 1 can't draw to saL-e my life. 

can't for the life of me 
1f you say }'OU can't fol' the life Of you 
rernembe1· something. you mnan that you 
cannoc: l'ctncmber it at 8lJ • I A7WW lfiled 
LJ somewhere but I can'tfor 1M life of me 
remember where. 

depart this llfe[orma/ )( 
to die • Hen lies Henry &ariford. who 
deparTed this lifeJanual)• 18th 1801. 

give your life 
lay down your life Sllglllly[ormal 

to die in ocder to save other people or in 
order- to defend a belief that you support 
• Millions of soldiers laid duwn their tiDeS 
for their couru.ry in the GreaJ '~tlr. 

lead/live the life of Riley ill{ormal 
to have a happ)• Ute without hard work, 
problems or worrie5 • He ltwd the life 0/ 
Riley. haviltg inh6ited a huge cmwunt of 
money. 

life's too short 
something that you say wb.ich means you 
should not waste tlme doing or worrying 
about thing$ that are not important 
• (often + to do sth) Life's too slwrr to iron 
your underwear. • I can't get worried OL'f:r 

un atTWunt of mollQ' as small as thtJt. 
Life's too short. 

Not on your life! ltiformal 
somcthinR that :~-~u say in order to tell 
someone \\1th a lot of force that you will 
not do $omcthing • 'Would >'OU kw him?' 
'Not on your life!' 

pU1 yow· Jlfe on the line 
to risk death in order to trY to achieve 
soml!thing • Folltldl:zns aren't the ones 
putting their lit.'t!S on the l1ne fighting 
u:ars. 

rtsk Ufe and limb 
to do something very dangerous where 
you might get hurt • These skiers risk life 
cmd limbcveryctay.fbr tile thrill of speed. 

see life 
If oomeone wants or needs to ~ llfe. 
they want or need to experience many 
different things. especially by travelling 
aroWld the world and meeting 
inte~tlng people • Young people should 
see li,ftl btr{ore ~he)• gdjobs and buy houses 
and do other boring t.hings Wee that! 
• lle'sdedded U! do a rtJund·IM-world trip, 
he wants to see lift a bit be/ore he starts 
uni versify. 

set sb up for life Wormal X 
to provide someone with enough money 
t'br the ~t of their life • Hts father dkd 
whe11 he was young and the inheritance set 
him up for life. 

SUch is life. 
That's life. 

something lhat you say when you are 
talk.ing about bad thln.gs that happen 01· 
exist which you cannot pre\'t!nt and must 
ther~ore accept • In lU1 Ideal world, I'd 
ratha' have the child and the roreer /nit 

it's 110t possible. That's life. 

take your ilfe In/into your hands 
to do something dangerous • I'm sure this 
e.lerxJtor isn't properly moinlained. 1 feel 



as thoogh l'm usking my life imo my 
hands eva-y tim~> 1 (;0 In it. 

There's life in the o ld dog yet. hum()rtlll.~ 
something that yonsa,y which means that 
although someone is old. they still have 
enough energy w do thinRS • l may be 90 
bl1l rltere'sli}e in tlreold oogyeJ.. 

This Is the life! 
somethln~ that YtlU say when you ~ 
relaxing and very much enjoying the fact 
that you are not at work • Sun. sand cmd 
cocJ.-talls-tJris is the life! 

life-saver 
a lif~savet 

someon" or somethmg thai. gives ,.ou a 
lot of help when you are ln a very 
difficult situation • Whrn j'OU n stuck ln 
tra/TIC li'ke this. a mobil~ phone's an 
absolute life-sat.oer. 

lifetime 
onco In a lifetime 

only ~· to hap~n once in someonc's 
life • Opportunities to play in thl! Cup 
Final on/yaJme once tn a lifetime so wc'ue 
get to mal..--e tire most(// ir. 
onco-in-a·fifetlme • (always before 
noun) l!:nur this c:ompe~ttlon ro win a 
once-tn.a-ll,,etfme rrtp to the <Artbbetm. 

light 

light at the end of the tunnel 
somcth ins which mnkcs }'ou bclie\'C that 
a d1ffi.cu1t or unpleasant situation will 
end • \Ve'n> halju:ay through our exams 
no14 sn we ron see l ight at tM end of the 
turmel . • Unamplr~yment [~ stiU ri.qng but 
analystS assun us th.erf. is light at 1M end 
qf tM rwanel-

llght dawns )( 
if light dawn!:! on you, YO\\ suddenly 
understaud sometll.ing • He was lyinl; to 
me. bul tt u.-os momhs Were tlw light 
dawned. • (oOen + on} light dawned ()n 
me u.'hen !heard she knew my mother. 

light relief 
somethlng that Is entertaining or 
relaxing after something that is serious 
or boring • A lively argul~Ui!nt betw4!en the 

uoo main. SJJfiJMI'S prc>Vidl!d a bit ()f l(Bht 
n:li<:/ in an othPrWi$l"duU corifcrcn<:r:. 

be as light as a feather 
to be Vf!l'Y light in y,-eight • I CtJuld easily 
picli you IJP ynu 're as light as afro !her. 

be light years away 
to be a very long time in the future • A 
cure tor all kfnds of cancer is stiU light 
)'41aJ's awco•. • (often + from + doing sth) 
Scientists are liRht >'tm'S OU.'iU' from 
understanding (= lt will be a vc1-y long 
time before scientists understand) the 
hutniln brain. 

be light years away from sth 
if somethil'IJ! is lis;ht ye..-u·s away from 
sou1cthin£ else, lt has made so m uch 
pt·ogl-ess that the two tlliru:sare now very 
dUfcrcnt • Modern aJmf)IJte.rs are liRizt 
years OU.Y!.JI from the huge machiruts we 
used in the ~l--en ties. 

be the light of sb's l ife 
to be the person you love most • My 
daughter is the liclrt Qf my lift'. 

be/go out like a light informal 
to go to sleep very quickly • I was out like 
o light q/Ur tJ/l thatj'rllSh aJt: 

bring ath to light 
to dis<:ovt'r facts, often ~tboor somethirlc 
bt\d or illeJr<~l • (U$uall:r passive) W1ien 
tht>ir ul'CVRmrs ~ ~nmmecl, Slf!Jt'7'Cl 

unn IDI.>n brou8hE to lfRirr.. 
come to light • Sa:t?rcl other prob/611$ 
came tlJ light durinl/ IN CfJUT3# D/ the 

~ 
hide your light under a bushel 

to a-roid letting people k:nov.· that you are 
good ar something. usually because )'OU 

are shy • (often in continuous tenses) I 
didn't nalize you could play the piano ­
you've been hldlng your 1/ghl under o 
bushel. 

in the light of sth British & Australron 
In light of sth Amerb.:·an &Auslrafian 

II oomething is done or happens in tbe 
ltght of facts, It iS done or happens 
because or those k cts • ln the light qf 

new evldlnce, he lui$ bf.en. aLlowed to 
appeal agrJinst l!is prison senre.nce. • ln 
liRhl Q[ what you'L-e Just told me. I can 



undcrstGnd why }'Oll and Dauid U!lll"t 

fllllltinll 

I'Nike light of sth 
to swmest bY the way t.hat you talk or 
behave that ~·ou do not think a problem Is 
seriOus • You shouldn't mak~ tight of 
OIJu:r IJOf)IJWsft:ars. 

make light work of s th/doing sth 
to do sontething quickly Me:! easily 
• Heather mode liahtt~k of paiminR the 
walls. • ltlu modi lfeht work of tllat 
chocolahlcakel(• )'OU ate it quickly) 

see the light 
1 to understtlnd sometlung clearly, 

especially after you have been c:onf\tsed 
about it for a Ions tlmc • Sarah usro to 
have roey racist !1~111$, bm I think she's 
flnall]o' ~.mtlle l ight. 

2 to start beHcvtne In a religion, often 
suddenly • I hope my hook will help otlrr:rs 
to see the light. 

sn the light (of doy) ;< 
1 1f an object sees the light of day, it Is 

brought out so that people Clll1 see it • TM 
archit'e:S am:ain vintage fl)C()rdtng.s. some 
()j u;hlchhaunu:vers~tnthellglltof day. 

2 1f somcth.lng. especially an idea or a 
plan. seesthellghtof d&y, at s~ to exlst 
• It was lht ytar uofltm the equal 
opporluntsles bUl first saw tlu! IlCht of 
dO]( 

shedlt.hrow light on bth X 
to help people understRnd a situatioJl 
• Tlwnk .)'Ou tor shedilinll SQine light on 
u:llat is nallya wryoompltcoted sllb}«:t. 

trip the light fantutic hwncrous 
to danco • There I wos. tripping IN light 
fantastic In a uquillMd ballgown. 

light-headed 
beffe.lllght·headed 

to f~l weak and as lf you might fall ovt>r 
• I /Hl4 bit l lght·htaded. 1 shouldn't haLV! 
drunk I lull second cla$5 of wine. 

lightning 
Lightning does not strike twice. 

something that you say which m~ans t>1at 
a bad thing will nut hapPen to the same 
person twice • I know thec:rtJ$h lias scared 
you. but l fglitllin8 cloesn'l striU a.cicc. 

lily 

a lightning rod Alll~fclln 
someone or something rh.'lt ttlltcs all tbe 
blame for a Situation, althou~h other 
people or thinGS are responsible too 
• (often + for) In o harsh «<II()mtc 
en mote. raises for uaclsers lw~ becom# 4 

U,htnlng rodftJr crillcfsm. 

lights 
The l ights are on but nobody'slno-one's 

home. lWmOI"'U$ 
somclhiug th:lt you say when ~·ou think 
someone Ls stupid, or when someone c:!Wb 

not react because they are thlnklne 
about something else • It 's no Rood 
f!."(f)ecting Jolm II) S(U'OilYlhlng. TIIII/J!hlS 
are tJn but nt>one :t home. 

punch sb's lights o ut Wormal 
to h1t someone hard again and nY.ain • fit 
woullJJt't shut up StJ I punclted l1ts lflhls 
oul. 

like 
like it or lump It informal 

if you tell someone to like it or hunp Jt. 
you mean they mu~ accept a situation 
they do not llke.. because they CAnnot 
change It • The fad nmains, lhat's all 
lew! 'regoiTIG ropay him and htcan ~ rt or 
lwnp lt. • UJ.'f! il ()r lwnp iJ, romanllc 
ftctiDn is read reyularly by thousands. 

likely 
A Ukely story. 

something that you ~ Y.iten you do not 
believe that an e.~l:manon is true • He 
claims lze tlloughl M rocu drhlkiJW low 
alcohol 14ger. A l~ly stcry. • So 1u was 
}ustglulrtg ~rafnendly hug becauseslu 
was upsl!t, was ~ Thllt 'sa likr.t]o' Slory If 
ewr llwardone. 

lily 

gHdthellly 
to spoil somcthlng by trybu! to im&>rovc 
or decorate lt when lt is alrcrul)· perfcct 
If:> To gild S¢mcthing ls to coverlt ·with a 
thin la.r'Clr of gold. A lily is a beautiful 
white llowct: To gild a lily would not be 
~ • Slwutd I add o. scarf to this 
jacket or would it be gilding tlul lily? 
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lily-livered 
lily-livered lllerary 

not brave • J'1.~ net"tr Sten $1JCh o Ill>~ 

liwred bunch 0/ wrmps in mv life.' 

lily-white 
lily-white 
1 Brilisll, AmmC411 & Auslralian 

completelY white in colour • He 
maroelltd a t her IU)~lultrU hand.s. 

2 .Amuican & AIJstroltan completely 
honest • (often negative) He s 111)( exnctly 
Ub,wllite him..w:lt so he has some nuiJf! 
cal/tng hu a cM.at! 

3 .American & AJJstrallan lulvmg only 
white people near, often because of a 
wish to keep black people fiWfiY • The 
black /Gml/y fOund it d@cult to fed 
rorrl[ortable l.tr thl$ lll>•·wMte. prosperous 
suburb. 

limb 
be out on a limb 

alone and lack~ support from ()(}ler 
people • Because we're geogrophJcolJy so 
Jar nmoued from thll main of!lci. we do 
someJimts/Nl as if Wf!'rtout on a limb. 

go out on a limb 
if )'OU go out on a limb, you state an 
opinion or )'OU do something which ts 
\'elY dilrerent to most other people • l 
don't think we',., COing out on a limb m 
claiminJr t1u:n global warming is o 
probltm thai must be add~ • Rob 
Thomp$0n, w produar; admll.s thl suils 
is going out em a t1mb In thai U Is qui.U 
difJqent to anything ds# currrnlly on 
television. 

tear sb limb from limb 
to attack someone violently • I'm sure if 
she got hold of the cuy she'd tear htm I 1mb 
/rom limb. 

limelight 
beln the limelight 

to rccci\ 'C attention and Interest from lhc 
public lb Limel ight was a cype or 
lighting used In the past in theatri!S to 
Iicht the stage. • He"s been In the lirtU'Iiltht 
recmtly, /OIIowb1g 1M publicat ion of a 
contro!.'U"Sial nood. 

steal the Ul'l'lelight • The whol2 xmm 
pla}-ed Wf!/1, but Cascoigne stole the 
li!TU!tiRht <= got D10G1 attention) with two 
stunning goals. 

limits 
off f&mits ""-. 
1 if an area is off limits, you are not 

allowed to enter it • Whm Wf! Ule1V kids, 
our parmJs' bedroom was ~itt.l>· qff 
lrmlts. 

2 nO( allowed • 7bday~ tmJgo..-lnn t.ackU 
the sen ot subjects that UJOUld ana haue 
b«n considued Q/f limits. • W11at hi dMs 
nuzktiJ21'}·cltar i3 thal quesrions about his 
priL"Ote li,fo orr off llmUs. 

limp-wristed 
limp-wristed Informal 

a man wbo is llmp.wrlstcd scelllS weak 
and lacks the qualities that people 
usuall~· adm!N 1n a man • MJ1 mo#Mr 
lfJ\ed hlm though 1 suspect my Jatlwr 
thoughtl~ewosa bit llm~u,'risttd. 

line 
~I along the line 
all the way down the fine 

at e\'tlry Sla3C 1n a process • ~project's 
bmt plaeued wlthflll(lJ'I.Cj(JI probrems oil 
along Jhe 1/.ne. • Managerial mJsta.kes 
U.Y!rt nuzde all tht u,-a,y down the lin& 

be in sb·s line old-fasllh>n«< 
to be a subject or activity that you are 
mterested in or good at • I wouldn 'J haw 
tht>ughr gar<Urning was in your line. Ben 

be in line for sth X 
to be like!)• (O get something good • 1/ 
o17J-one's In lm~ {Or promotiOn. l $hould 
think U's Hekn. • Aftu his Mrformanct 
last season, iJ's recJ.mwd th(lt Thylor L.' 
next ln line for tl!e captaincy. 

In the fine of fire 
likelY to be criticized, attacked, or got rsd 
of • Lawyers Q/len find tllem.sclt;es In lht 
line Q/ /ire. _)( 

be on thct line ' 
if something Is on the lino, it Is in a 
slruat ioo Ln which it ~ll.d be lost or 
harmed • I cll.dn't know his job was on 1M 
line. 



laylput sth on the line • J /e£l pntuy 
strongly about the mann; buJ I'm not 
going to lcrymycareeron theliMfor rt. 

be out of line X 
1 if sonleOile's actloJJs or words are out of 

line, thoy are not sullablc and thoy 
should not ba"-e been done or said • And 
the u-<zy he S]XJke I() hu In tm tnfttlng -
that was romplefel)' ool of liM. • Her 
rrmarl.'S U! the papers were way out of 
line. 

2 tf the amount or cost of somethinE is out 
oC line it is ll()( what is e,_"])Ccted or usual 
• (US\Jally + with) /Trs solory ls U'<U' out 
Q/ ltne with whoJ ot.hu poople In the 
company gel. 

cross tne line 
If 50tneone crosses the line they start 
behaving in a way that is tlOC sociallY 
acceptable • Pku'US had cross«~ the liM 
b~ attackingfarrson tMpttch. 

down the line 
If an e\'ent is a particular period of time 
down the line. It w1l1 not hapJ)Qn untll 
that Pft'lod or time has passed • "~·u 
probobly U.'GIIt kJtJs too but that's a few 
.)'tors dou,n the l ine. 

draw a tina undat' sth X 
if you draw a lUlc wu\er soJncth~. It 1s 
ftn.I.Ghed and YOU do not think about It 
again • Let's clrow o line under tM wh(J/e 
episode and try to continue our work in a 
monrpoSiLii.>eframeqf mind. 

draw the line ':<' 
to think of or treat one thing as d1ffcrent 
&om another • (often + bctwoon) It all 
dtpmds on )'Our concept of fiction and 
when )'011 drau; the line bet~n foct and 
fiction. • So at u,·hat point d tl we consider 
the fOCIU$ o baby! ~'1'4' (JIJt tu clrmn 1M 

line sometclure. 

._._ ...... 5th 

W .aaneone BaYS that tbi:Ydnnrtbe line at 
a particular w.v or bchavinR. thoJ mean 
that they do DOt do Jt becaUJo they lhlnk 
It It! wrona or too em-em. • I knoiD 1 
lrt'ftlra lul bul ldoclrruDtiHIIIMatW«<UJ 

U10I'tb. • liUc. a bm' llf' llro • IOU. ""'""' 
bUia>~~nl draw rhe UneGl silttn& Ina pub 
on"'""'"andd~ 

drop sb a l ine slightly infurmal 
to wtite a short letter to someone • ({ 
)'OU'w got a ftw mlnuus to span you 
could aluot:zys drop h#ra line. 

tao lnnnto l ine 
to start to accept thl' rules of a compan}· 
or otbet' organiz.,tion • (often - with) 
Empl())us u,we tx./H!Cied to fnll into line 
with the company's n~w pracrlaJ or face 
dismissal. 

fMd sb aline Wormal X 
to tell someone St\methlng which mii,Y not 
be ccmple(ef)• true, often as an excuse 
• She ftd me a line about not hac;iniJ 
budgezedfor pay tncrecsu thlsytar. 

a fineltflin fine 
if there is a fine line betv.-een one thing 
and another, they are very similar 
although the second thing Is hod • (often 
+ between) Then's a thin line bet~n 
courage andfoolishnas. 
tread a firMithln line botwo•n sth lf 
someone treads a flne line bel\Wen a 
good quality and a bad qualitY. they 
Sttcceed in having only the ~ood. quality 
• Somelww l1e nll)II(J!lf'S Ul tnad thatj!lle 
line~ honesty and tactlessness . 

g e t a line on sblsthAmtr!am 
to get spcelal information that will help 
}'OU find someone or do something 
• Detect.ir-~s hope to get a lw on t~ 
suspect from the fingerprints he l£fl. 
have a line on sb/ sth • Slw rallud like 
slte has a line on wiUJt It will tak2 U! win. 

in the line of duty 
if YOll dosomethin~: in the line of ducy. oc 
if somcth!na haJll)lmS to you ln the Une of 
dut)l )'OU do lt or h happens as a part of 
your job • HeuxukiiUd in thellneQ{ duty. 

l.:ay it on tho tine ltifonnal 
to tell someone the crulh although j[ will 
UpSet them • You ·rejus1 going tl) haw to 
lay it on the line and tell hu her work's not 
Good enough. 

somewhere along the nne in.{omuJJ 
at some point dw-in.: a period or an 
actlvlly • I dM't know what went wrong 
with our rtltlttonshlp but sometohue 
along the liM we stoppt'd lovl~ each 
Olhu. 
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step out of llne 
to not behave as you arc ordered or 
~xpected to • ltwa.smodequiteclear tome 
lhat if I stepped ow Q[ liM axain I'd be 
outofajob, 

too/tow tho lint! 
to do what you areorderedorexpected to 
do • He might not like 1M ruh:s bur. fle 'IJ 
tOt t.M line just to aooid trouble. 
• Ministers wlw TY/Ii4Sed to toe 1M Party 
lw were sw(ftzy got rtd QJ: 

lines 
jlangthelnesofsth 
.._.thOieUnes 

simiJar in tYPe • I can't mnnnlm ex.tufq 
wh4t IJJOI'tb he USNJ buf u UJtiS SiNMthltlll 
along th~ IIMS. • 1 was thinking of 
doing a dinner PfiTG' alctvt w litwl of' 
rhal mtall cook«Jfor Annwmul Date. 
.aa ...,_ the HIM lines in a slntllar 
way • v.-.·~ bctm thltrld111 along tilt> S<tFne 
llnasjbr tt ll1hlk IIOICl 

be on the right lines ., 
if you are on the right lines, you are 
dome ~mething in a way thllt will bring 
good resultS • Do you til ink u;-e're on 1M 
right lines will! lhts pro)«t? 

read b4ttwMn t he lln.s , 
to try to understand someone'& real 
feelings or lntentloru. from what they say 
or write • Reading ~ILoeen the lines, rd 
say that Marttn isn't l)ery happy with the 
sltuatUm. 

lingua franca 
a lingua franca 

a language that is used for 
communication between people whose 
main languages are d!fferent • (often + 
of) English is the undispm~ lingua 
franca of lhe bwiine:."31L'Orld. 

lion 
the lion's share X 

the biggest part of something • 1hc lien's 
share uf the museum's budget goes on 
spcdall'.xhihilions. 

lions 
fe@dfthrow sb to the lions 

to cause ~meone to be in a situation 
where they arc crltlclzed strongly or 

treated badly and to nO( ll1' to protect 
them • No one pf'f!/Xlred TTil! for the 
audience's hostilit.>• - I really felt rd bwl 
ftd to the lions. 

the lions' den 
an W\Jlleasant situation in which a 
person or group of people aitic i1.es you 
or your idl!lls • lt'syour tum for the J£ons' 

den. Gordon roonts to ~ )'011 in Jris ofTu:e 
now. 

lip 
curl }'0\U' lip llttrot')' 

to lift oM side of your mouth in an 
express10n which show5 that you do not 
like or respect something oc ~meone 
• Dcn't you curl J'Our ltp at nw. YOWl// 
mtss! 

givefllay lip service to sth 
to My that you agree widland .support an 
idea or plan but not do II.OYthing to help it 
to succeed • Thecompeny pays lip service 
to the rrotion of racial equality but J•ou 
took around JIOll and all you see arc white 
[acts. 

lips 
be on ewryone•s lips 

If a word or question is on everyone's 
lips. a lot of people ru·e talking about it 
and interested in it • And the question 
thot 's on ~eryone's lips at tht moment Is. 
will M haoetoreslgn ouerthescandal? 

lick your lips 
to feel pleased and excited about 
somcthJna that Is goln~ to happen. 
usually because you think you will set 
sootethlng good from il • Meanwhile, 1M 
property ikt'dopers are llcklfl£ thtir lips 
cu the prospect of all the mone)' the)''re 
going to make. 

My lips are seated. humorou:'! 
something )'Oil say to let ~mrone know 
that you will not tell anyone else what 
they bave just told you • ·rdpreJer .)'011 not 
to~.ntiM tins l0(111)'0neelse. "Jl{>• Ups a~ 
sealed.. • 

RNCI my lips I i'!formal 
a slightly 1mpolru! way of telling 
someone to llst(!n to what you are ~;aying 
• &ad my lips. You'n not llaviJ~g any 
nwre tee-cream 



liquid 
l iquid refreshment htmtorous 

a drink, usually an alooholic drink 
• After 5/umrs in from 0/ a oompultr I'm 
lnnnd Of SOtM l.iqwd fT/rtshment. 

a l iquid lunch humorous 
If someonQ hRs a liquid lunch, they drink 
alcoholic drinks instead of eating food • I 
had a two hour liQuid lunch and neaft>' 

feU asl«p at my dWc In /JuqftuMOn. 

list 
a list as long as )'Our arm 

if you sii.Y a list Is as Jong as your arm, 
yOU mean !bat it is very long • Nl:>'I.O<I)\ 
I'd bclter rrw.ke a s.torl. fi-e g&t a list as 
10111 as lnJI ann 0/ Jobs tlJ do. 

litmus 
a lltmUJtHt 

something lha.t shows clearly whAt 
someone's opinions or mtentions are 
~ LiDDus ts a substance used in 
chemical tests because It changes colour. 
• HI$ uiews on abortion are dftaiceh• a 
litmiL~ rest of hi$r;itU!SOfl wonwn's ri!JIIls. 

little 
A Uttle bird told me (so). 

somethln& that you say In order to let 
someone know that )'OU are not goinc to 
teD them who &:a\'e you the information 
be1ng discussed • 'So wlw told )'<lu slur'd 
got W}Ob?' '0/1, ta's)ust seya little bird 
told m#MJ.' 

a little honor humorous 
a child Who b«i&Veti very badly • T hod Si.'C 

qf tht litt~ ltorrors running round ~ 
houualldtl}!. 

too tittle. too late 

If thl:l hclp that i:s civen to a person ill 
d~scrlbcd as too liUlc. too lat~. there Is 
not enough or it and it was given too late 
to b& usaf\JJ. • Tilt got.wnment have 
fltwllJ• (ltcldtd to put some monzy Into 
nsearch but it 's too lfttle, too late. 

twist/Wrap sb around/round your little 
finger 
to be able to persuade someone to do 
anytltillg you want, tiSIIall,y ~use they 
like you so much • He'd c:W anythlt~g you 

asked him to. You've got h1m u;rapptd 
orou11d J'()Ur little flngerl 

live 
live and tw.;,the stJl 

if you live and brearhe an ncuvtty or 
subJect. yOU spend most or your time 
doing 1t or lhlnltin& o.bout It booti.ISQ )'OU 

like It so much • For ~nJy ~rs l't.v: 
lived Cl1ld brtJO.lluxl dance It'$ bwl my 
u:lwlllife. 

lnre and let live 
believing that ()(her peo})lo should be 
aUowed to Uvc their lhoes In the way thAt 
lhcy y,-ant to • Tfl<l• ~m as a SOCii!!)' to 
htwt a L'tl')' lit.oe and In lioc atlitude 
towards issues liJa80.)11 ighrs. 

!Ale it up in,{OI rrw.l 
ttl eJUOY YQUrSelf bY doing thinGS t.ha.t 
im"Olve spending a lot of monoy • I 
decided to liN It up fm• a whiJ#- at l«lst 
until the money ran OW. 

a live wire 
someone who Js very quick and active, 
both mentally and physlcall)r • T hadn't 
metRory before-ht's a reallit•e wire. 

go live 
if a nw system. ~Ially a computer 
s)'Sten!. goes live. it starts to operate 
• Our new paynumL.~ ~tem will go live at 
the «ginning of next month. 

never live sth down 
If you say that you will never live down 
something bad or embarrassing that )'(lu 
have done. you 1114!an people will not 
forget it • Three million petJIJle saw ~ 
Singer fall off tm edge Q{ the SUJgt. He'll 
never li.ve it down. • ru nn-er lit., down 
the /ad that 1 spilt chnmpalf7le down lnJI 
boss's rroasers. 

You live and learn. British 
Uve and team. American 

somethinG that you sa)' when you h3\<e 
J\ISt discovered something that you did 
not know • I had no tdro tho· u;-ere rela~ 
Ohwell,J:ou lir;ealtd IN:Irn. 

lived 
you haven' t lived humorous 

If )'OU tell someone theY ha\'ell't lh·ed if 
they have 11()( experienced somethmg, 
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}'Ou mean that this experience Is ''ery 
pleasant or exciting and they should try 
lt • You'1:e neuer ~n to a Turkish bath? 
Oh.you haL-en't l/Vf!d! 

lively 

Look livetyl British &Australian, 
tn/ormal, old:/ashioned 
something you say to tell someone to 
burry • Look lit'41ly - we'ue sot to be tl1erc 
in half an hour! 

living 
living on borrowed time 

if someone is I iving on borrowed time. 
they are not e>.-pected to li\'e much longer 
• I've sot t:m~eer - I'm Uli/.ns on borrowed 
tlmR. 

.a llvl ng death 
a life tlJAt is so full of suffering 12'lat it 
would be better to be dead • She can 't 
walk, sl~e can't feed hDseV ond she can 
$CO~ly speak. ll's a lilltns ckath. • For 
m€. marrtase to someone like thor wauld 
be a Uvit~gdooth.. 

b e the IMng end 
1 American & Australian, old:lashicned to 

be extremely good • H~ were big fans Q/ 
thRtr band. "~ thought it was the lwtns 
end in th€Jstdays. 

2 American & Australian, old-fashioned to 
be very annoying • Helen is late again. 
Sh2 rtally is the liv ing tnd.! 

in/within living memowy 
events or situations in living memory 
can be rememberf!d bY people wbo are 
alive now • Areas Q/ S()Uthern Italy are 
experlimcina son~e Q/ the worsl storms in 
lii:Jns menwry. (= the worst storn\S that 
people can remember> • Some Q/ these 
hoi.ISi!S still had outside toilets within 
Ucing memory. 

lo 
lo and behold Jwmorous )( 

something that you say when s•ou tell 
someone about sometlling surprising 
that happened • I WCIIt into o /;XJr just nexz 
to our hotel and. ro and behold. who 
sfuHJld I~ silttng thue but Jlm Glbso11. 

load 
Get a load of that! very inj0177Ull 
1 something that }'OU say when rou are 

very surprised by something. or to show 
approval • Gel o load Q/ thol.' Is that 1Wt 

the moSJ beauJ(/Ul car )'OU ha»e CLoer se~n! 
2 something tbat ~'OU S!lj' when :you see 

someone who is very .se:m.all}• attracth-e 
• Gel o load qf that, lads! \'Cry nia. 

lighten sb'slthe load 
to make a difficult or upsetting situation 
easier to deal with • An.>'IL'<U: we'll be 
getting a temp in n.exJ mOJllh to do so~ of 
this work so that should lightenycur load. 

shoot your load uery informal 
if a man shoots his load. semen(= thick 
Uquld conc.atntnst a man's seed) comes 
out cl hls penis • Mon. I was so hot. I was 
rwuty to shoOt my load! 

loaded 
load.ed for bear American, lnforTTUJl 

t"eMY and eager to deal with something 
that is going to be difficult • Their rrom 
rome out onto the Freid. /(}(l(Jedfor bear. but 
our defer~ stopped them 

loai 
Use your loaf. British & Australian, old­

foshltmed 
if }'OU tell someone to use their loaf, :you 
arc telling them 1n a slightly angry way 
that they should think more carefully 
~bout what they are doing ~ In C<Jckney 
r'lumtns slang (= an informal kind of 
Language used in parts of London} 'loaf' 
is short for 'loaf of bread' which means 
head. • You hawn't e1,'V!n SIVitc:JJed tlu! 

thing on. Olmt on, Jam it, use your leaf! 

lock 
lod(. stock. and barrel 

including all or every J')8.l't of someth.ing 
• He's been presstna tor tl~e organization 
to move. lock, stock. and barrel. from 
Parts to Brussels. 

under lock and key 
1 kept safely in a room or con tamer that ls 

locked • I tmu:l t.o keep mtdldnes uruter 
l.ock and key because{)! the kids. 

2 Jn prison • 1 think the fuling from tlu! 
general publrc Is that peoplr like that 



should be kepl under lock and key for th8 
rest of lheir lives.. 

locker-room;< 
lockeN"Oorn 

locker-room jokes or remarks are the 
type of rude. sextw jokes and rem.arl<s 
that men are thought to el\)oy when they 
are with other men~ A loc~ room is a 
place where peoople cnange their clothes 
oofora and after playing sporr. • (always 
before noun) Then's lhe usual locker­
I'OOmbamerwhichltrYtosteyoutct 

loggerheads 
a.:at laRII'IIIr1111 

If two fOOP1e « aa:J11PS: are; 
~ tb!!J ~ stro 
~·<on& ... wlth)~' 
~ td ~ f#itli 
~~ • {$omethes +;OVW) 

S/mlziJit lllid * ,_ cmt still at 
lqjgbliEGib11111trO.m,os1t:ndll~ 
tbJtiGI. 

loins 
g ird (up) )'Our loins humorous 

to prepare yourself mentally to do 
somcthlng difficult b This phrase 
comes from the Bibl!l, whore girding up 
your loins meant to tic up long, louse 
clothi.'S so that they were more practical 
when you were v."'rking or travelling. 
• &:>th sides are presently girditl{J thefr 
loins for. thl!.legal battles thaJlie ahead. 

lone 
alonewolf )( 

a person who prefers to do thmgs on their 
own • The lypk'Gl role for Bogort was the 
Ca$oblanca character, a loru! walt cynical 
butherOfC. 

long 
long on sth and short on sth 

having too much of one quality and not 
enough of another• I'vealwa.ys[ound his 
films lcng on style and :short on content. 

Long time no see. ><.. 
wmethl.ng that you say in order to greet 
someone who you have not seen for a Ions 
time • HJ there, PauL Long tim£ nc se.e.. 

alongface X 
if you have a long face. you look sad 
• 1Vhy've you HOt such a lcng ftu:~ ~fy 
ba)friend ~-n't wanttoSR€ meaJtY more.· 

a long haul )( 
somc[hing that takes a lo[ of time and 
energy • It-s been a long hau.l but we'ue 
finally got the I!OtiM. looking lhe uray we 
want lt. 
ln.'over the long haul A~rtcan for a 
l ong period ()f time • You have to think 
how rhe company will perform over the 
long haul. 

a king shot X.. 
.something that will probably not succeed 
llut is worth trying • It's a long shot bu.t I 
ccmld call Thny and see if he kncws her 
address. 

the long and the short of It 
somethin~ tb.at you say when you inrend 
to tell someone something l.n the quickest 
and ~lmpll!St wa:,• pos.sibll') • Anywa}t the 
long and the $herl Q/ it is that he's net 
going to be wcrldng tor JtS an}• more. 

the long ann of the law luol1()rous 
the police • You know wluU they sa>\ you. 
can'uscape 1M lcng arm of tM law. 

not be long for this world 
to be goiilg t() die soon • ./udl!ing by tM 
look Q/ him. he's not long [or this U"'O'ld 
either. 

be long In the tooth humorous 
to be too old lb The older a horse is, th& 
Longer its teeth are. • I'd have lh01.1ght she 
UIQ'.S a bU long In the tooth th be starring as 
the l'OtnaJJtic heroine.. 

go a long way )( 
If }'OU say that S'omeone will go a long 
wa>: you mean that they will be 
successful • ·1 li~ my men ourer - and 
richer. ' 'You 'II go a long U~<zy with idws 
like thaJ, my girl!' 

go bade a long way X 
lif two people go back a tong way. they 
have known each other for a long time 
• Justin. and I were at college toget112r so 
uoego back a long U~! 

have come a long way 
to ha'Wl made a lot of progress • (often + 



3lnc.c) We've conre o lone U1CIJ' .sf,nc.e r/1~ 

do.>'S when you had to mll on optrotor to 
phoneanatherO)untry. 

How long is a p iece of s tring? Hritish & 
Auslrolian 
something that you Sl\)' when saneoue 
asks you a question that YOU (annot 
answer about how bl.g som<!thlng 1s or 
how much Ume something will take • 'So 
how leng does a prQject li~ tJwt take?' 
'H()l.l) ltJng'sapt~u>f wins?' 

It's a long story. 
somctb.lAA that you say when someone 
has asked you about something that 
happened and you do not want to explain 
it to them because It would take too long 
• 'So wTo• u.m Carlo knocking on your 
®or at midnight?' 'It's a /Qng story. ' 

not by along shot Worrmzr X 
not by a long chalk cld.Ja.slll.oned 

somethmg that you SIIY when you thihk 
something is not at all true • 'Do you 
think tl's as eood as her last nwuie?' 'No. 
not by a long sl1ot. • • It's 11{)1 OL-u yet. net 
by a long chalk. we still hctve a very good 
chanceQ/ winning. 

So long. American, iJiformal 7 
a f1·iendly way of saying goodbye to 
someone • So lenc- $UyoU tomorrow. 

take 4' long. hard look at sth 
to ~xamtne SDmething \"ery carefully in 
ordertolntprovclt in tbcfutw·c . n~need 
to take a long. hard lock at the way roe 
control JIUT'I OWIWYUpx 

take the l.ong view 
to think about lllc clrcets that something 
will have Ill the future instead of 1n tJ\e 
present • Jf yoo take the lOnR lM~ of 
rourse . .)'OU ran ree.ard 5f!Uf training as 
an tnr;esrrne.m/lJr Chit flf!nlfXlrry. 

think long and hard 
to think \'Ill}' carefully about romethtng 
before making a decision • I thought l<>ng 
and hard Wore 4«idinc to ~ my 
husband. • (often • ~ut) He thought long 
and.hardabouJ how to tell thecltfldrm. 

to cut a long story short Brlltsh & 
Australlan 

to mal«! a long story short American 
SQmething that you sa,)' whet! you are 

about to 6top telll.ug .romeotlc all lh~ 

details of something that happened and 
tell them ooly the main facts • An)'WOY,l() 

cut a lens stQry shon, we kft al midnilfhJ 
and J~ Ujtsomewhat Ia tee 

long-winded 

long-winded 
long-winded~ or \\Titlng cont.l.nues 
for too long in a way that is boring • She 
launched lnlo a long-winded explaootlon 
of how .she'd found the books and I'm 
afrtJid I didn't really ltst€n. 

look 

Look before you leap./ 
som~thing that you~· in order t o advise 
someone to think about possible 
pr.oblcrns before dotng something • If 
;r'Ou 're thin/oink Q/ buylne a hous~. 17U' 
advice Is. look Woreyoo loop. 

look right/straight through sb ~ 
to behave as if you do not ~'someone 
'1\'hen you look 11t them, either hecsuse 
you do not notice them or because you 
are ignoring them • I'm sur-e 1 was at 
scl1ool with tfu:rt girt, but slw just looked 
straight thrOUJIII me. 

not be much to look at iTt{ormal )\ 
to not be auracUvc • She's not much to 
leah at. but She's go' a let;-elJI persoTUJitty. 

get a look in HfltWr & Au$1rolian, 
trifomwl 
to set a chance to do somothinR that >'OU 
woultl like to do or to succeed Ill 
.11umethi~ • (ILSU!lll)' l toi:llllW) Chrllll.w 
:so popular IDUh llu glm thtll whalftltl' ht 
was ~Jro~Jnd 1 dtdn'r ,er a look ilr. • Tilt 
tAiu!l '"'"' ~·•· ~ ""~'' bMkr thon u.1. 
LYerBdn'tveta look IIi. --'--------' 

looks 

If looks co~d kill ... ~ 
somethlng that you say ln order to 
describe the liDPieasant or angry way 
In whlch SOfncorlC looked at YOU • r11 
neuer forget the t:-cprcssion on her face 
when sJw saw mt With Pm. q looks rould 
kilL 
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loop 
bo In the loop An~rlcon,ttl{ormal 

to hav~ the spec1.a.l know~ or power 
that belong.'l to 8 pe.rtlcu.Jar group or 
peopl e • You can tell she'Slrl the kJop. She 
always knows about pt~Uey ckciskms 
befori tlw rtSt 0/ u.s. 
~ be out of the loop Am~lcon. 
fn/omwl • 1'1-~ IMn out of the loop slna I 
clloTilJcd jobs. I didn't rcalue nindy and 
Bob hod coam ~n.."fl&td. 

knoclctthrow sb for 4 loop An~Uicon, 
Informal 
1f somethllll that tlliPfl"'I\S knocks you 
for a loop. it UIJ$Ct.s or conl'uscs you 
because )'OU do not ~xpect It • /It ktwck«< 
rmf()r a lnop when hfl M~id ht u;'Os quluinc 
his}ob. 

loose 
loose ends 

the IMt few detaUs that need to be 
flnJs l1cd or explained l.n ordCl' for 
S()methlng to be complete • The job's 
noor/J! do~U.l'm}UJI tying up one o r two 
loosfJ emls at tiM momMt. 

a loose cannon 1 
8 person who canna[ be completely 
trus1ed because t he1r bE>ha\•lour is 
sometimes strange or violent • He's seen 
as a loose canMn 1))1 otller team members. 
II on>YJtw'sgoinR ~ Rtl Into aftRIU, il'U be 
~u. 

be at a. loose end l)ritlsh &Ausrrolian) 
be at loose ends Amen can 

tollavenothinl; to do • U }ooujindyourseV 
at a loose end a~-vr tl~ UXY!I;QJd. )'ou could 
ol1oa~·s dean out the garden shed. • Sarah 
u;as at lw:se encb In a str tmgl! city when 
3hc~~tnler~ 

~ 
be on the loo1541 1 

if a d.ang~rous person or animal IS on the 
too~. they havo escaped from prlso.u or a 
cage and arc free • A kJIJ« wluJ prt.,'Jf$ en 
attraelive wonwn is frored to be on the 
loose in ?.Jcsccw. 

cut loose 
1 if a person or organiultion cuts \oo!;e, 

thO}• separate themselves from another 
person or organiz.atioD • (usu.ally + 

from) Shtcusloosefrom her sponsors and 
decidtd toll)' toftmd herself mstt:od. 
art loose sblsth to St't nd of someone cr 
SiJmcthing that )'OU control or own 
• ~~·" cutt lng too~ cn(JI tho~ uaclim 
u:JIOSt work Is bdowstand4rd. 

2 to behave ln a "'t\Y that is tree Md 
rela.xed.. cspccWiy \\"hen you en 
ei\Joymg yo~ • Afur oftw ~s of 
w~ evc)•onc jusr CUJ loose and startt·d 
dandng 

Hang loose ! Amuican. oldf ashiont!d 
somcthin& that }'OU say 1n order to tell 
somc<me to stay calm and relaxed • Hang 
~. 8«J,'S! The rest()/ us u.tiU ~ thwe to 
back }"011 up. 

lord 
your lord and master humorous 

somJ!One who )'OU must obey becaw;e 
they hnve power O\'er you • 1/mr.-. to fl(l 

and cook supper for my h>rd and masur. 

lord it over sb 
to behave as if you are better th1m 
someone else and have the right to tell 
them what to do • Sht lJk~ to lord Jt o~r 
the more junior sto/J In th4 oJ)7a. 

losing 
fight a loring battle 

to ky b.1l'd 10 do staUedrlng 1Uben there is 
no chance that )'OU v.·m SI.IOOC.'IOd 

• (usually In cnnlb1uous tense!>) 11~ 111 
oor best eo cope wUh lltt worl.:luoll bfll 
IIX"refiqhting o losiltJ( lxJllll 

loss 
be at a loss X. 

to not know what to tlo or say • (u..o;ually • 
to d o sth) He won't at:.cflpt )manciol hl!lp 
from ~ S? I'm at a loss 1.t1 know wllflt UJ 

do. • For once 1/ound myself completttv tll 
o lussf ar words. (= 1 d1d not know wbot 
to say) 

losses 
cut your los~s X 

to stop doing something that Is already 
fail ing in ordon- to reduce the amount of 
t ime or money that is being wasted on k 
• 1 wasn't bcn.ejltlltgfrom the course and II 
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uw COSting sc nllldl tiUJl 1 t/Wughl I'd 
b€tur rot nzy lllsses. 

lost 

lost in the! m ists of t ime 
If som~t.h.lng ls lost in the mists of time. 
everyone has forgotten it because it 
happened such a long time ago o The true 
$ignifw:mce of these symbols ho.s become 
lest in the mists of time. 

lost In the shuffle Americon&Ausrro.Iian 
If !>Olllel.hlng or someunl! get..; lost in the 
shuffie, the~· do not get the attentiOn that 
they desen-e • Rqugeechildren in the big 
camPS just set lost in the sluiffle and are 
sometimes Wt wilhour/ood. 

a lost cause 
something or someone that has no 
chance of success • I tried w stop the kids 
dropping their dothes on the /II>Or; but 
flnallyd«ided iJ was a hJst~e. 

be lost for words Y 
to be unabla to speak bet:ause you are so 
sul1)risEd o 1 uoas sc arnaud at tDha.t she'd 
$aid 1 found m;y~lf ccmptetely lost for 
u;ords. 

Get lost! r;ery ltiformal 
something that you ~ when you are 
annoyed with someone or you want 
someone to go away • Oh, set lost! I'm not 
Jnthemoodjbryourjoke.~ 

II ke a lost soul 
If someone 1s walkinl: around a place I ike 
a 1~-t soul. they are walking slowly 
wlt11out d.ircetlon or purpose In a w~ 
tllat makes them look sad and lost o I 
fouru!. him UiandtriJI,g aim!Lssly around 
the hall Ukt a lost soul. 

make up for lost time I' 

to spend a lot or time doing something 
because you did not have the opportunity 
to do it previously o I didn't travel much 
tU a )"'tlflg tlduiJ but I'm certainly mtrking 
up .{Or lost tfmt now. 

Jot 

leave a lot to be desired 
ro be much worse than you would ilk!! 
• (never in continuous tenses) 

Apparently, MeR's cooking leaves a II)(. to 
bedesind. 

throw in your lot with ~b )( 
cast yoUr lot with sh 

to join a person or t:roup end accept that 
whatever ha~ns to them will also 
happen to you • He's understandably 
reluctant to throw ill Iris lot With a 
Slrfl8llllng yoong company wha might not 
exist in a year:~ time. 

loud .............. 
If an idllll isexprBII ed Joucland ~ ttts 
exPCesst'd WIY ~ 111 a we,y that ls 
.., ~ Ull&!nt.IQd •./Ia 4lllhl&~ 
tJtM ~ CIIIJIIW l/rnJUIII /l)lld .end 
dl!tlr.: ~ ~ ,., .. ~ 
lldnamcwr: 

loud-mouthed 
a loud-mouthed person often says rude or 
stupid things In a loud voice • So long as 
he doesn •t brine along tJwsf foud·momll£d 
/rimdsQ/ his. 

lounge 
a lounge lizard 11Ulinly American 

a man who spends a lot of time trYing to 
meet rich people, cspocially women. In 
bars and at social occasions o TM bar 
tt<aS empty CXC@t/or 1M /oUfl8e lizard In 
the corner. who was obviously wailing/or 
someone. 

love 
love handles humoraliS 

a layer of extra fat around the middle of a 
person's body • You u;oufdn·r u;'an t me to 
lose my love handles, IL'<Iuldyou? 

a lovo child 
a child whose parents are not married to 
each other • He allegedly lias a lot-echJJd 
in Au..walia from an ciffair with a mlJCh 
)'Ormger woman. 

a love nest 
a home where tv.-o people who Jove each 
other live toJ::ether. or a home where two 
people meet secretly In order to have sex 
• Apparently, they had a lat.'l! nest in Soho 
u;ll~.re they usro W meet a t IIIIlCh time. 
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the love of )'Our life llumorouJ 
the persou that you lo~"C most ln all YOW' 
l•fe • And there I u.~. li)(Jichlng the ~~~Q/' 
"'¥lift buard a plane to go to tJrtOtller side 
Q{ thf! world. 

not for love nor/or money 
/ 

if )'Ou SliY that you cannot or will not do 
SQmethlng for love nor mone): you mean 
t11at it is impossible to do or that }'OU will 
not do It whatever happens • It 's 
incrcdiblypopular. Youcan'tgtttkkttS/or 
love nor nwne.>~ • Ht's hopeless and 
unrtllable. I uxmldn't git>c flim a job tor 
/()Uf! nor monzy. 

I mustll' lllove you and le.ave you. 
humorvu.s 
something that )'OU say when you $aY 

goodbye to someone that you arc lt'avtng 
• Well, I'm surtyou·vegot work II) bt®lf18 
so I' lllove you and leave )'OU. 

mallifCMM 
to h-..IM!X witb snmecne • M> IMJl '-* 
rotu.~lllfll""'*b* •(~+ 

to) 1 Win jwt tlllnldJr6 """'"'" lllllfltdd 
bttolriCIIw lofif I&JIOtL 
love-muing • It;.;wcs-.,_our __ co_t_tv-~rsmfOtlS 
more than tM loue-maktng thoJ I 
rtmembend aft!!T the affair was ooer. 

no/little love lost bcrtwoen sb 
11 there 1s no low lost between two 
people, they do not like each other 
• There's no !()ve lest bdW«n t~ two. 
They could net1W worli tot:uhu. 

love-in V 
a love-In informal "''-

a situati011 wbere two or more people 
praist' eaeh other a lot. especially when 
the praise 1s more than they desente 
• The auxzrds t:Uf'mon)l. as usual. W4S a 
lcwc ln.. 

low 
low-key 

not 11\[ended [0 attract a lot of attention 
• She luul requested tllm tl1e .tun..>ral be a 
/ow-key 0/folr. • The rteRption itW.f uns 
surprisingly low-kzy. 

low life X 
the behaviour and act!vttJes of people 
trom a low social class. tllipecially 

criminal activities • Sht U/OJ"Ud as a 
prosdruu and expemncd the harshu 
sldeqf Parisian low life. 

alowebb , 
a bed state • (nOt used with the) Rl!;sped 

for tl1e IJQJice is as a low f!bb. • I'd just 
separau:dfrom my wile and was at a.fairty 
row ebb. (= was fccling sad and without 
hope) • Relations bttwun the two 
countries ha1.-e rood!td tlwlr lowest clJb 
( = are the worst they have been) since the 
S«''nd uoorld war. 

the low m_, on the tot.m pole 
Amuk'an 
someone who has the least ltnportant 
position in an organiultion • HI! sUJrUd 
as t~ low man on the toton polt and 
u:orl.·«J hisuxu• UP 1/) bcmano~ter. ..... .._,,a .. 
IO:at*~ ."*T::J'4JJ!Af 
• llr:#btliit,. ., .. 0 Ioiii •-n 
~ ,. 

lay sb low 
if an illness L1SS sornoone low. they are 
unable to do \\'bat they usually do for a 
period d time! • (usually passlvo) Ile was 
at/l{)meal tluttime.laid IOUIU.'Ith the flu. 

lie low 
to remain hlddrut so that you will not be 
found • We thoUght somt~me mlghJ lwrJt 
um us kaui118 the building. so u.-efigurwJ 
we'd bertn" lie low for a while. 

low-end 
low~nd Amtrkan,lnformal 

a low-end product is cheaper thM.. a.nd 
not as flOOd as the best product of its 1~ 
• (always before noun) lt>u can get loo.'­
cndcoJ.or printus rhot still do a coodiob. 

lowest 
the lowest c:ommon Mnomlnator )' 

the large munber of veoole in society 
who will acoept low·Quallty prod ~leU~ and 
entertainment • Tlw problem with so 
much teltvtstcn is that It aims at the 
lowest COI'IImQn denominot.or. 

the lowest of the low )'-
people v.'ho bave no moral standards and 
lack any personal qualities • He resan:ls 
the IJQiice as the lou-est Q/ the low. Drug­
drolersandplmps com~ a cJ.oscseconti.. 
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luck 
tho luck of tho draw ,. 

if something Is the luck of the draw. lt Ls 
the result of chance and you J1ave no 
control over lt ~ A draw Is a 
competition in which you win if the 
number on your ticket is chosen. • You 
ron 't clsoose whD you. play against. It's just 
lflc luck of thedrow. 

be down on your luck Y 
to be suffering because a lot of bad things 
are happening to you. usually things 
which cause ~rou to have no money • He 
plays lM manager Q/ o nlslrt-club u:llo's 
down on his luck and resorts to gam.bliluf 
to pay his debts. 

be In luck 
to be able to have or do something, 
especially when you do not expect to 
• 'llave l'OU GOt acy prawn sandwiches 
hift?' 'You're fn luck - this is the last one. • 
OPPO$fT£ be out of luck • nn qfraid 
you. 're out Q/ luc.k - th(' concert is fully 
booked. 

h;:ave the luck of the d9vll otd-fashronoo 
to be very lucky • Then he won £JI)(J(} on 
the lotJery - that man lws the luck of tile 
devil! 

Just my ludl! humorous Y 
something that you say when something 
bad happens to You • $Q lle Wt flue 
minute..~ ~fore 1 got hero. did he? Just my 
/.uck. 

more by luck than judgement X 
if you achiew something mot'e by luck 
than judgement, you achi.eve it by chance 
and not because of skill • And somehow 1 
nwnaged to get th.e ball in tM net - more 
by luch tJUJJijudgement. 

No such tude! 
something that you say in order to 
expross disappotnuncnt that you were 
not able to do something that you wanted 
to • I had Jw)>OO we'd~ Ume/or lunch 
somewhere. No such /uc.k, 

push your luck 
ro try too hard to get a parUcular l"esult 
and risk losing what you ha\'e achieved 
• (usually negative) Don'tpu.sll your luck 
- tllc_v 'ue agreed to pay ye>ur travel 

eX[X!.nsr!.S, I don't think it would be wise t~ 
ask for more money. 

try your luck '~ 
to try to achieve something although you 
know that you might not succeed • SJw 
had al«.YJJiS lliilnUd w act and, in 1959. 
cameto.Londcn to try lulr luck on the stace. 

Your luck's In! British. humorous 
something that yc u say in order to tell 
someone that you think another person 
would like a sexual relationship with 
them • Hey, Sal, your luck's in! He'S)'oun 
for the asking. 

lucky 
gl!t lucky lll[ormal7" 

to meet oomeonc who you can have se.x 
with • WhJ• don't you oome along? l'ou 
neuer know. :>YJU miJ;ht.Ret fuciC)~ 

strlko It lucky British, Anurlcan & 
Aust.rai.Um 

strike lucky British & .4.ustralitm 
to suddenly have some ~ luck • Thq 
struck il lucky wlth their second album 
whkh be«zme 011lmmedia.te best-seller. 

thank your lucky stars 
to feel lucky or grateful that you have 
avoided an w:~pleasant slluation • I'm 
ju.~t thanking my lucky stars that l!t'llSn 't 
there uiJwn she was looklr11Jfor somooM to 
gtve the talk. • And you ron tJwtk )'()1/r 
lucky Sfa.,.,-; <~ you should be gratoM w 
me) tilat I dtdn't tell hJm when he ~ked. 

You should be so lucky! irifcnnal 
something that you sa..v 1n onlcr to ten 
somcouc that what they want is not likely 
to happ<!n • A pay increase? You should 1M 
so lucky! 

lump 
bring a lump to your throat 

If someth!J~g some-one says or does brings 
a lump to your throat, it makes you feel 
such strong emotions that you want to cry 
• r tlroughllt wos a very rrwving speeljl. It 
almost brought. a lump to li!Y throot. 

lumps 
take )'Our lumps Americcm 

to receive and accept cnuc•sm or 
punishment forsomethln.g you hav<! done 
• ~ blames no~· but himself [or Ills 
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problems. Ht f4Jres hl$ wmps and dOlsn't 
complain. 

lunch 

b e out t o IW\Ch il'l[ormal 
w be behaving in a \'ery strang~ or silly 
way • And ;ytl the conversation wt hlld 
wilh him tllis morning ~gt$1$ that ht's 
nottntiroiYout to lunch. 

lurch 

lun sb In the lurch )( 
to k>ave someone at a Umc wh<m they 
need you w stay and. help them • I hoM 
tMy can ruuJ someone to repla~ mt at 

work. l don't want to Ux11--e tfiCIIl in the 
lurch. 

lying 
not take stb lying down 

to refuse to be trE!ated bedJ.y by someone 
• He can'tjust ordu you about lilirt tlu:lt. 
Swely you're not caine to toke t}wt zylng 
down! 

lyrical 
wax lyrical 

tO talk about something with a lot of 
tntorost and ~itement • 1 recall R.oz 
ZLYJXing lyrical about the /lotnas Q/ hi$ 
stomach. 
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mad 

be as mad as a hatter ')6 
, 

to oo crazy Jb A long time ago. l)Cople 
who made bats usro a substance that 
gave them an Ulness which made people 
tbillk they were <:I"U,>: • H!!r brother'S as 
mad as o hatter. 

be as mad as a hornet American 
to tx> ven• angry b A horrnrt is a large 
insect which .stings people. • He was as 
mad as a llornl!t wl1eJ1. h£ beard U1hat she 
said about him. 

be a~ mad as a March hare oldfashioned 
to oo~razy • This .wonu:m rca.s dancing in 
tJw road ami singiJIIJ vel;)• lcudly - I 
thought she was m4d as a March han. 

Don't get mad, get even. 
something that you say 1n order to tell 
someone not to be angry when someone 
has upset them. but to do something that 
will upset them as much • This is my 
advice to wives who~ husbamJs have left 
them for a }'Olinger woman - dm!'t get 
mad, e#.n'ffl! 

like mad iliformal 
if somoth.ing hw·ts like mad it hurts \'ery 
much. and II you do something like mad 
yoU do it very quickly and with a lot of 
forte • Tnts CUl Sl(J'tgS Uke maL!. • l Oraked 
lfke mad but couldn't step In time and hit 
the mr in front. 

made 

be made for sb/5th 
to be exactly suitable for some<>ne or 
something • Paul and Ann were rrw.de/or 
each othu. • This wallpaptr was made 
for mY bedroom. 

have (got) It made 
$omOOM who has got It madQ l-: CQrtaln to 
be successful and have a good life. oncn 
without mUCh effort • lol'lth hfs/ather at 
the head of thefiml, he's 1101 u made. 

show (Sb) what you are made of 
to prove how strong or cle,·er or bra\-e 
you at-e • NPxt weak'$ mc.c will git'C hf.r a 
dume$ to show wluU s.Jw's n.'tlli:Y mcdcQJ 
He what sb Is made of • Tomorrow it's 
the t~ve·mlle rlln. Then we'll ~ what 
you 'n made of. 

magic 

a magic moment 
a sllort period of time which is very 
speciru, especially because somcth1n8 
happens which mak<lS you very happy 
• The young eoglc was on()' in uiew tor o 
tew $wmcls, IJut tor a IJird·lovu ~me It 
wasomagicmonwnt. 

a magic touch / 
a special abilitY to do something very 
well • Tlw film's grear. success will no 
doubt please the 41; year old director u;ho 
was rumoured to have lost hls magic 
touch. 

~ 

• magic wand ~ 

an easy way ro solve e problem b A 
magic wand is a stkk that a per.;on who 
performs ma~c tricks wa\o'eS to make 
things happen. • (usually negative) 
ArtisiLk has CL'OTTlR.d tlltlt Ire lias no T1ILIJ!ic 
wand t.o provide/cod and work overnight. 
• I Wislt I cortid just wave a magic rcand 
and make all your troubles co OU'O.>\ but 1 
can't. 

What's the magic word? Britis./l & 
AustralUm 
somethi.nR that you say to a chlld 1n order 
to make them sey 'please' or 'thank you' 
• 'Can 1 have o clwcolalc, mummy?' 
'Wha.t's llze m11gic u-Y>rd?' 'P~.' 

work }"0\u:Jits mogic ..., ..-' 
to make a situation l!nprove a lot or to 
make someone feel happy • He U,YJS a 
arwt/oot.ball pl~.r who ts 1WW warning 
hts 11UJglc as 11UJ11a8U of na,.n~J JobotbaU 
Club. • The clzy never failed tc work its 
mogU: on me_ 



work like magic 
1C something wol:i(s like masic. it is vex-y 
effective and sucoessf\11 • That new stam 
romouer uwkt4 liM magic. 

main 
the main drag Amulcan & Australian, 

llt!ormat 
the biggest and most important road in a 
town • We walk~ uptllld dou;n tile wum:s 
main drag looking fora posl oflice.. 
~ sb's main squnn llnrerican, Wonnal 

to be the ~n:on that ~eone has a 
romantic or sexual relationship with 
• Didn't you know? Jennlftr i.s lk>b's main 
Sf}UC<!Z(!. 

Jnthemaln >( 
mostlY. usually • Bysranders, mUJ.dle-aged 
UI()11U)n ill the main, proresttd lou.dly. • In 
the main. our students reach exam 1~-el 
after a )'taJ: 

make 
make a [day/night/wookend •tc.] of It 

to spend a whole d~: uight, weekend, etc. 
somewhere, instead of ollly a short time, 
so that )'OU can enJoy 1t more • lVe decided 
to go on too clubq(ler tJ1e show and really 
make a nlghl oflt. 

make as ifto dosth X 
to m11ke R movement Which makes people 
think you are going to do a particular 
thmg • She mode as if ID reachjbr tile RUn. 

make do 
to manage to li\'e witllout thi.Iu::s you 
would l.IJro to have or with thinRS d a 
worse quallty than you would llke 
• (often + wlth) Wlun u.-e got marrlul lLoe 

didn't hac;'t any cupboards. We had to 
make do with u!ocden boxes. • TM;ydtdn't 
have mur.h nzollQ\ but they made do. 

make do and tnef\d British, old;{ashwnl!d 

to manago with less than }'Ott would like. 
by repairing old th1n&S instead of buymg 
new ones • Our fa mil>' never had o~>zy new 
furniture. We just hlld ro moke do ond 
ttWnd. 

--It~ 
1 tot\1IUitlattct~kpllQ~lo'UI 

ov•.tat • Slw.mad# (U> fl» ail'IK#t/tl$i m 
tin»' to~ her PiRfe. • ~- h(lfdnll o 
~~ t4Ja.-makeit1' 
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2 to be successful, especially ill a job • Now 
lie's cot IUs own TV show he feels as 
though he's I'WJlly made it. • (somctilnes + 
a.o;) She ha$1l't got a hope of making it as a 
danw: 

3 to stay alive • Slu was k>sJ11g so much 
b/ood,lnallythaughlsheUXJ.Sn'tgotng to 
makeil. ........... 
to do liODII!tbiiC irOOd llr --,.. 
JOU have .... aaaaetldDI be4' 10 ill Ole 
--. ur tD aomeaae 'Wilt hu cAie 
somothjng .,aod 6lr: ~ • l ~ 1W 
btlhtlwtJ boiJb .crli4 rw ,_, :JOU bwt I'rl 
~ltl1Pt9)CJU.l~ 

make It with sb American, friformal 
to have sex with someone • So what 
happened after the part,)'? lJJd she rnakillt 
withhimi' 

make or break sth X 
to make sometlung a success or a failure 
• TV will eiJhu make or break txmrtroom 
justice in this count1)\ 
be make or break for sb/sth • Tlr£ 
iHilan show will be make 1.1r break for his 
new designs. 
mako·ol'bNak • (always before noun) 
It's make.C1"-brook tum for Britain's 
tennis piO}'US.. 

be on the make Informal 
if a person is on the make, they are trying 
to set money or powE'J' in a w~· which is 
not pleasant or honest • I wouldn't trust 
him -h$'sa~'Son the rnQ.ke. 

Do you want t o make something of lt1 
something that you sa.; to someone who 
disagrees .,ith you in order to threaten 
them and offer to fight them • 'That 's mY 
beer yOu're drlnkJng. ' 'Do you wom Jo 
make SOIMthfnR Qf It?' 

plrtthe make on sbAnterican, very 
irifnrmal 
to try to have sex with someone • Was 
thaJ idiot al tire party tJyi.n.g to pu1 the 
rnake on>•ou? 

maker 
meet your maker humorous 

to die • I'm afraid Z«'s rabbit fs no more. 
He's gone to meet his maker. 
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making 
be a [athlete/star/writer etc.) in the 

making 
if someone is an athlete. star. writer, etc. 
in the maklng. th~ are likely to develop 
into that thing • Thls )'011718 swmmwr ls 
(lllot/W:Uin tMmakfng. 

be a [crisis/disaster etc.) In the making 
if something is a crisis. disaster. etc. m 
the making. it ls likely to develop into 
that thing • IVhal we're witnessing here is 
a disaster inthunakin$. 

be of your own maldng 
if an unpleasant situation is or your own 
making. you have caused it • 17w 
probkms she has wUh that. chikJ are all Q/ 
her ou.-n maklng. 

be the making of sb 
1f you say that en event or ~erience 
was the making or someone. you mean 
that it made them develop good qualltlos 
• (never In Pl'CSCnt tenses) A spell in the 
o,rmy u;ill be the making of him! 
• Unit'trSit)• lb"a$ tM making Q/ lu!r; 
bfcause she was abl8 to escape tile 
lnj7wmce of her family at last. 

makings 
have (all) the makings of sth 

to seem likely to develop into something 
• The story htJS all the makings of a first· 
class scandal. • Slu lias the makings of a 
8real vlcUnist. 

malice 
with maiice aforethought humrtrous 

lf )'OU say that someone did sometlting 
OOd With lllaliCC aforethought. ~'OU mean 
that they intended to do it and it was JlQt 
an accident II:> 'fhls isalegalphra.se, but 
it Is \lSOO humorous})· in general 
language. • SJte ha..~ cmalnl.)• got me in 
b·oubre with my boss, but I'm not sure 
whether slle dld It with mal ice 
qforethought. 

man 
Many plu·ascs containing the word 
'man' can also be used with the won1 
·woman'. Th~ listed h~ are not 
usually used with ·woman· except in a 
hlunorous wa)C 

man and boy oltl.fashtoned 
all a man's life • I'oo worked doron this 
coal mine man and boy. 

Man cannot live by bread alone. 
something that you say which UleMS 

people need things such as art, music and 
poetry as well as food. ln order to live a 
happy llfe Jb This phrase c:omes from 
the Ulble. • Our cultural herUage is 
Important. i'l-ian cannot lh-e by bread 
alone. 

a man for all5eason5 s/.ighl(yfonnaJ 
a man who is \'ei'Y successful in IIUU'lY 
different ly}>eS of activity b This Is the 
title of a play about Sir Thomas ~1ore. 
• lie's chairman of a Jarg~ chdT!tcals 
company as IL'tll as a s~ul pain.ter 
rl!al/yamanforaUseasons. 

a man of God formal 
a male priest, or a very religious man • l 
don't t:.'I;Otll:t to hear that kind of languoge 
from a man Q/ Gcd. 

a man of lotters/ormal 
.a man. usually a wr iter, who knows a lot 
about literature • A diJJingwshed 
stahlSman and man of lcrurs. he was born 
just before the tUrn of the cmtu~ 

a man of many parts 
a m.an who is able to do many different 
thin!lll • Georgi': is a man of manY parts ­
ruthless busine.s51nan. loving forher. and 
accomplished sport$nan, UJ nameoftu;. 

a man of straw British, American & 
Austroltan 

a str.lw man America11 
a person or an idea that is weak and easy 
ro defeat • CIJmpand to their illustrious 
pndecesson:, tire country's /eadQs seem to 
be men Of strom 

a man of the cfothjbrmol 
~priest • Are)ooamanof the doth? 

th4 man of the m01114mt 
a man who ls popular or famous now 
because he bas just done something 
lntcrcsUng or important • MDnsell is the 
num of the moment after t u;o marvellDus 
Victories injivedayson the~ track. 

Are you a man or a mouse? 
somedl.ing that you say in order to 
cn()()urage someone to oo bra\·e when 
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t11ey 111-e fr-ighteued to do something 
• Ju.sl tell.)'OUr boss tlwt you think she's 
maklng the wrong d«lston: what are you, 
a,mancramOU~>'I!~ 

be man enough to do sth X 
to be brave enough to do son1cthlng • He 
was man enough to admit he Juzd made a 
mistake. 

bo no goodluso to man or boast 
fwmorous 
to not be l.IS0fW. at all • This blkt has got 
t«.'O./Ult tyrr!s it's no US<! to man 01' beast. 

go to see a man about a dog humorous 
if you tell someone you are soil1c to see a 
man about a dog. i t is a wayofsa..Vil\8thal 
you do not waJlt to tcU them whcro )'OU 

arc rca.lly going. especially when you ru·c 
going to the tollet • I won't bt long. I'm 
ju.u going to see a man abr~ut a dog. 

It's owry man for himself. 
something that you say which means that 
everyone fn a particular situation is 
trying to do what 1s best for themselveS 
and no one is trying to help anyone else 
• It mighJ be a civili.ud place to sJwp at 
other tlnuzs but come the January sales. 
tt'seL-ery 100n!or himself 

make a m;m (~of sb 
to make a ~'Oung man without much 
elq)elience develop into a confident and 
experienced adult • Thearn!)'roillmakea 
man out of you. 

man's bGstfriend )'( 
a doc • A stu<:b• of man's best.fmnd shoUJs 
that tlre relationship between humans and 
dogs staned 1()/),()(){))!Mr'Sago. 

A man's got to do what a man's got to 
do. humorous 
something men say when they are going 
to do sQmethlng whJcb may be 
unpleasant or which they are pretendbu: 
will be unpl~asant as a joke b From a 
s imilat' l ine In John Steinbeck's book, 
Grapes Q/ ~roth and often used in films. 
• l~catchinJJspiders. Still. a man's cot 
to do what a man'sgottl!dc. 

aman1sman 
a man who likes to have other men as 
friends and who enjoys activities which 
men t.ypicall)' cJ\Ioy • Terry's whal )'ou'd 

caU a man's man. ! don't expect )'Oll'dfind 
him at the ballet too maJU• ntglltsa lDtek. 

to a man S[igh~J)•fomlal "' 
if a grouP of people do sometlung to a 
man. they all do It • They supported him 
to a nwn. 

man-about-town 
a man·abcxlt·town 

a ricll man who usually does not work 
and Cl\loys a k>t of social activities • He's 
a millionairl! busfnt~ssman and mon­
about·town wluJ is seen in all tile best 
placfS. 

man-eater 
a man Rater Wor1001 

a woman who attracts men \'ery easily 
8fld has many relationsh\ps • She had a 
reputation os a mM-rotet: 

manna 
manna from heaven 

wmething that :r·O\l need which you get 
wtlcn you arc not expecting to get it b In 
th~ Bible, manna was a type of bread 
which God gave to the Tsraelltes when 
they needed food. • I luuJ been 
unemplqyed for t«.'O )'Mrs, so whm 
somebody plumed me up and o,Uered me a 
ptrmanent job tt was like ITl(]nna from 
hawen. 

manner 
(as) t o the manner born slightly fomlal 

if you behave to the manner born, you 
behave C<lnfldent}j~ as if a particular 
situation is usual :md famWar for you 
• Althow<h 1~£ never lost his l.ower·cJoss 
accenJ. M tiL~ lM life of a rich and 
~1l bustl~eSSman os to tlte manner 
bo1n. 

man-to-man 
man-to-man 

a man-to-man Wk is when men talk 
honestly about subjects which mu,y be 
d!tficult or embarra.'lSing • (always 
befonl noun) When I fOund a packet of 
ccmdoms in Jamie's bedroom. I decided it 
«.m time/or a man·tCHnan c/wr. 
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map 
putswhtsthlsb on the map 

to make a place. thing. or person famous 
• The JUaska-Yukon-Pacific Expositwn of 
1909put Scottkon thunop. • If ~uxastle 
UniUd u-'in tlleclwmpionship il will nail>' 
put thtm back on the map as far as 
European football ts concunl?d. 

[bloWibombiWipe etc.) st h/!iWh off the . 

map 
to destroy sometlling completet:v. 
especially with bombs • At kast eiJ/hl 
Spanish warships were blcwn QjJ the map. 

marbles 
lose )'<lur marbles lnforrnol 

to start acting In a strange way and 
forgetting things • I may ~ old, but I 
haven't lost my marbles yet. 
Ot'POJm: have all yow· marbles il'lfornwl 
• He's prett>• old bur lze still has all hi.s 
TTUirbles, if that's what>'Qu moon. 

p ick up )'OUT marble$ (and go 
hornelleave) Amwkan 
to suddenly leave an acthi u· you bave 
~n involved .In witll other people. 
because )"OU do not like what is 
happening • 1/ :you don't like th.e way u-e 
do things around hue., well, >"Ou can pick 
Uf)y<mr T7UJ.Tb~ and leave. 

march 
be on the march Y 

if a dangerous or ttnplea:;ant political 
idea is on the march, it is becoming more 
popular • Fascism is on tJ1e man:h again 
tnEurope. 

steal a m;~rch on sb/ sth 
to SpOil someone·s plans and get an 
ad~·amage 0\'er them by doing something 
$00ner or better than them • The 
company plans to stool a march on its 
compertrcrs by Q/Jerurg the same computer 
at a loulilr price. 

marching 
give sb their morching oniCif'S 

to tell someone to leave • Debbie'sfmally 
atr-·tn her husband hts marclli111: orders 
lifter ten years Qj' an unhappy rnorrwge. 
get your marching orders • lle'd only 

been In the job a month u:hen he got hts 
T7UJ.TChing orders. 

mare 
a mare's nest 

a ~-ery confused situation • 11re law on 
restrictir:e trade is a mare's nest that 
scarcely an>'OfleCOII comurellelld. 

margins 
on the margins of sth 

if someone is on the llllll'gins of a group 
of people. tllcy are part of tlle RrOUJl, 
but are dlff~nt In important ways 
• Homeless people are on the margins of 
our society. • TM faCJ that they held tllcir 
exhlbltlim In a corridor T'l!jl«ts thetr 
posttton on the ITIClf'81ns Qj' the London art 
scene. 

marines 
(Go} ten ltlthat to the m111rlnes. 

American 
sometlllng that you say In ordl!r to teU 
someone that you do not believe what 
they have just said ~ A marine Is a 
soldier who works on a ship. Marines 
were thought to be less Ukely to believe 
things that people told them because they 
had travelled the world and knew a lot. 
• You were hen all dczy? Sure. :;.-ou were­
teJI it llJ W marl~s. 

mark 
be dose to the ma.rk 'Y 
be near the marie /' 

if something someone sa.ys or writes ls 
close to the mark, it ~ correct or nearly 
correct • He soys he can'tfind a job, but 1 
think It would~ closer to the l7lC.11; to SQ.)' 

hi! doesn 't U'llllt to 'j'P'*-
be off the mark X. 

Jf somcthil1g someone sa)'S or writes is 
off the mark, it is not correct • Hts 
criticisms are way off the mark. • Bedini 
and Curzi u-oerc probably 11ot Jar ojJ t ile 
mark In their on.oiJ,'Sis. 

1M quldc off the matk X 
to be quick to act or to react to .an event or 
situation • The pol~ were quick qff the 
mark reochlng the scern:Qj' the accident. 



be first/quiCkest off the martt • Do JlOU 
know which company ~ first Q/f tho 
mark U> stll computers/or home u~? 

be slow off the martt 
to be slow to act or to react to an event or 
situation • The federal BQvcrnment was 
criJici2ed /or being srow Qff the m.ark in 
Mlping towns lilt by tile r«:mt fwrrltane. 

be up to the mart< 
to be good enough • I hat.V! to u:.atdl my 
stQ/1 an the time to kup them uP to r~ 
mark. • Collen not~ativ(l) 'I he qforts Q/ the 
security suvtc.es luwe not betn quite up ID 
lite mark. 

get off the martt BritiSh & Aus-tralian 
to ~ for the llrst time in a ~rts 
conwetition • Lil.'eTPOOlBDt QjJ tJ1e mark 
with a bll.ndtng goat. 

hit the sth marie 
to tclach a certain point or level • Did the 
t~mperaJure realzy lilt lhe -32 t/l!gi'Y!f!S 
centigrade mll1"k last wlnlu! • His debts 
har;e lilt the $3 mill lim m.a.rk. 

hit the martt 
to be correct, suitable, or suocessful • (f 
>'Oll'ro Jcohingfor a word to dcscrlbe Dave. 
'urbane' l.COlJJd probobly lilt tire mark. 
• She had a good ootce, but her songs never 
quite h it the mark.. 

leave your/its marie on sb/llth 
to have an eff~t thatcha~~~:es someone or 
SOIJlething • Hu unhappy childhood kft 

ils/TIQTkon her all tllrougll her life. 
malce )'OW'fa martt 

to make people notice }'OU or to ha\~ an 
important effect on somethlng 
• Csomcumes - as) Mr Serre// first made 
his mark as fimmoe dfrectcr at Wlmpo~ 
and Soomt.S. • (often • oal.)Rtcllardsmode 
a tnmendous mark m1 IUJStralian crtckt:l 
during 1985. 

overstep the martc 
to upset someone by doing or sajdng 
more than you should • tou Of)(!T$Wppcd 
the mll1"k 14-'hen you showed at your 
mother. 

marked 
a martced man 

sotneone '1\1'\o 1S beit11: watched by 
someone whO wants to harm w kill thelll 

• He lsstltlftw to tro1.-tl the world. but he 
knew$ ho is a ITI4rl;«J nwn. 

market 
bo In tho markot for sth 

to be Interested In buying somt!tblng and 
to ha:\>-e the money to be able to do so • A~ 
touely as tt is. '"'fY rta/ly not in w 
mo.rkdforafjvc bedi'OOnwd house. 

a cattle martcet Rrltish, Arrurican & 
Austra/iQn, illformal 

a meat market Amertcon &Australian, 
Informal 
a plac:t> where ptople go to see sexually 
attTacti\'e women or to find sex1.tal 
parmers • Bctmt.Y contests are just caute 
markers.. • That new nightclub ctllll!d The 
Vm~U is augul- its a real meal~ 

c:orner the mar1cet 
to become so succ~sful at selling or 
mdking n particular product that slmosl 
no one t!Lw ,;ellS or m11kes it • They 've 
rrwre nr le1.~ cornued the fast-food marl:et 
- they're in t!Jtry big city In the countl)\ 

marrow 
be d\illedffrozen to the marrow BrilWs 

& Australian 
co be extremely cold I!:> MarTUw iS the 
son material in t~ middle of )'Our bonf.'s. 
• Nter Qll fwur on the mountain, ~were 
chillP.d to tlu! Tm!'I'?'()IIJ. 

marrying 
not be the man-ylng kind humorous 

lf a man IS not the marrying kind. he 
does not want to be manied ~ t>eople 
sometimes use tlu.s phrase to mean that 
the man is homosc:~o11al (== sexually 
attracted to olhe1· mNl). • Grorge has hDtl 
SW(>>'Ol girlfr~nds. but h~t's not the 
marrying J:ind. 

martyr 

Amart}Tis a person wilD sufl'ers roror 
dies for something they behe\'e ln. 

make a martyr of sb 
to tnoat someone hadly with the result 
that other people feel sympathy ror them 
• TM govcmnw1t ltnows that if they stop 
/tim standilliJ in the deai<ms they wiU 



make a uwrl..YI' Qf him. from the point {){ 
vio.IJ of the internaJioMI commt.mtJy. 

m.ake Ill martyr of yoll.l·se1f .7(' 
to do things which are difficuU or 
unpleasant for you. often v.'hen it is not 
necessary • Sl~.e's mtsde a ret~l martyr of 
llerseft wearing herself out doing 
etwytllingfor her family. 

mask 
sb's mask slips 

1f someone's mask sUps, !.hey do 
something which shows people their real 
personality. when they have been 
pretemUng to be a cUfferent,. usually 
Jtic~ type of person /!::; A mask is 
something that covers your face to hide 
it. • His mask had suddenly slipped. ond 
she saw him as the ungry and crueT man 
that he rea II;· was. 

match 
be no match for sth/sb ~ 

to be less povl()rful or efi"cctive than 
something or someone else • Health 
I.JX.lrntngs are no match for tht addictive 
power of cigarntes.. 

moet YQ\lr matdl 
to meet someone who Is able to defeat you 
in an argument or a competition • Til$ 
world chess champion finally mel Ills 
match when he was beaten by a compUJ~ 

a shouting match British. Amf!rican & 
Australian 

a slanging matdt British & Australian 
an argument where pecple ~hout at each 
other • U yow chi./d SQJ•s something rude 
or unplwsant to ;>'Ou, don't gel Into a 
shoutittg ma tch UJith them, just lem'l! 
the room. • The debate tum11d into a 
sCanGing matcl1. 

maner ·./ 
a matter of life i!JJ'Id/or death / 

a serious situation where people CQ\Ud 
die • (not used with the) The results qf the 
peau negotiations could 1M a matterQ/ life 
ordeal !I for peep~ in the war zone. 

the matter In hand British, American & 
Au.srralian.Jormal 

the matter at N.ndAme1ican.Jormat 
the subject or sin1ation tllat is being 
thought about or talked about • Do these 

fmuns haL"~! anything to do wtth the 
matter m Jt.culd? 

as a matter of course >· 
if something happens as a matter of 
couru. it hap~ without people 
thinking about whether they want it or 
not • I don't think the Welsh language 
should be taught ln sciwols as a mcstter or 
course-if $fudents want to learn it, that's 

rheirchoia. '/ 
bo a matter of opinion /-
1 if somothi.ni is a matt(!r of ovmton. 

different poople have different opinions 
about it • I ®n't tMnk there is a perfl!ct 
way to teach o child to read- it's a matter 
Q[ opinion, really, 

2 if you say tllat something someone has 
just sald is amatterof opinion. you mean 
that you do not agre0 • ·she's a u-r>nderful 
ITI()thet:' 'That's a matter of oplnlon . • 

bo a mattor of rocorcl Y 
if a fact is a matter of recent you know it 
is true because it has been written down 
• Ills vtews on Jmmfgratton area tootw o[ 
record. 

b4! only a matter of time • \ 
if you say tllat it is only a matter of time 
before something happens. you meart 
that you arc sure Jt 1s eol.n.!l to happen, 
although you do not know when 
• (usually + before) I t is on t,_· a matter of 
time before he is forced to TVSign. • I know 
she will be o great n.ow/ist. It is only a 
matter of tlmt:. 

matters 
take matton into your own hands 

to deal with a pl:oblcnt yourself because 
the people who should have d~alt with it 
hav~ falle.d to do so • The police haven't 
d<me anytl1ing about the vandalism, so 
local rt?:SI<:terns have UJken matters Into 
IMtr own hands. 

max 
to the max American. informal ).;: 

as much as possible • We're stretcMd rD 
the max - t'-"il can't posslbl)' take• on any 
mon worJ.:. • A let of tlWS€ BuYS push !Mlr 
bodies U> lite max. speruiii!JI tlll'ee or mon 
IIOw·s a dey fn tlrt g}m. 



may 
be tfwlt as It m ay :;t iJI/Jtly j()rmul ) 

something that you say which means that 
)'OU accept that a piece of Information is 
true but It does not change your opinion 
of the subject that you are di.<;(:us,.<;ln~ • I 
w ke )"'Qur point that Ws a toiJ{Ih job. &!. 
thc.r as Jt nuu~ he knew t.hcr when he took it 
OIL 

mea culpa 
mea culpa humorous 

something that you sa>· 1n ord.~r to admit 
that something ls your tault • 'Tim. do 
you know why the back door was unlocked 
wlw~I came home?' 'Mea wtpa. I'm sorry 
-It won't happen ogatn.' 

meal 
a meal ticket 

someone or something that you use as a 
way or getting regular amounts ot 
money for the rest of )'Our llfe • Gone are 
tire day-s when a uni~;oersily degree was a 
meal ticket for It/C. 

lnlllre a mMI (out) of sdl Brltilh & 
AustrtJlltm 
to spend nun time! or Ol"'W dobut 
Mmetb1DC than is Pff.f'Sary • I 
GSlud lurr fllUlii'Ma l1rif/ lfJliUJJCll'yq 
main poinl:s but W trflldtG I'PtlllfNQI 
qil. 

mealy-mouthed 
mealy-mouthed 

not brave e~!Sh to say what you mean 
directly and honestly • Stmnaely enough. 
alJIIoURh we ore gettinR lnOl"e m~ .. 
mouthed about menrtzl and physJcal 
disabltllies. ~ ore i~asingzy frank 
about bodll)'f'unctJtms.. 

meaning 
not know the meaning of the word 

if you are talking about a quality or an 
activity and )'llll say that someone docs 
not know the meaning o: the word, you 
mean they do not ha\-e that quality or 
they ha\<e no experience of that acttvity 
• "11rk? He ck>esn't knoro the mronJng of 
tile word! • And the iron)' of Phil talkt~ 
about ethics. He doe:sn 't know the meaning 
0/ t~word. 

means 
11 means to 11n end 

something that you are not interested in 
but that you do beamse it will help you to 
ach1c\'e somethlntt else • (not used with 
the) Mike dM$11'1 have any profossional 
ambitions. Fbr him. work is just a mron.s 
toancnd. 

• man/Woman of mnns ,.. 
someone who has a lot of money • I could 
rei/ from her address that she was a 
woman qf means. 

measure 
hav• the measure of sblsth slight ly 

formal 
to understand what someone or 
SOITM!th1ng is Like and to know how tod<.>.U 
with them • What was d«zr was that the 
president no longer had the mrosunofllk; 
counrry·s problems. • I don't ri!Jnk s/UJ's 
under an;y illusions about her husband -
she'SJ,'Ol themensurlof him. 
g•tJtak• the mMsu,. of sblsth • lVeeot 
rile measure qf the opposilitm in the fU"St 
hal/ and ~ about beating tJUim m tlw 
second. 

meat 
your m e11t ill\d two v•g Briti.sll, 

humorous 
a man'~> sexual 01-ga.ns • J tell ) 'Ott wllat , 
Jtls trousers were so t./gl1t you could see his 
meat and two ~t'tg! 

meat and two veg Rrilish, inJormal 
a traditional type of meal, Clften found in 
Britain, which is basic and slightly 
boring, usually a piece of meat and two 
vegetables • Thefocd l.s very m!JCh nu~Ut 
and two l)eR - )'<IU won't fuU/ aey qJ )'QUr 
ft;N;y funcll cuisine here. 

the meat .and pebrt095Ame.r!can. 
ilifonnal 
the most Important or b<lslc parts of 
something • They stuck to the mMt aruJ 
potawes Q/ broadcasting - sports orrd 
neu..-s. 
meat-and-potatoes American, illformal 
• {always befOre noun) Tht fows was on 
jobs. health cart, and other meat·ancJ. 
potatoes U5ues. 
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bo mollt and drink to sb 
if something js mooT and drink to 
someone. the}' very much enjo}' doing it 
and lind 1t cas)! although most poople 
would find It difficult or unpleasant • He 
Rh..-es all these lalk$ to terrifyingly large 
a1<diences but it's meat and drink to Peter. 

be the meat in the sandwich Briltsh & 
Australian 
to be in a difficult situation bccall* you 
are the friend of two people who are 
at'gU!ng • l grew up with my parents 
conrinually yelling at each other so I was 
the meal in the sandwich. 

medal 
deserve a medal humorous 

If you say that someone dt-sen'es a 
medal, )'OU mean that you ad.rn1re them 
for dealing with such a difficult .situaUon 
or parson for so long • (never in 
continuo~ tenses; often ... for) She 
dcsen-es a lrwdalfor pu«ing up with that 
llusba11d Q[ ;,._'TS, 

medallion 
a medalllon man Brlrtsh, humcrous 

a man, u.<>WIIIy an older man. whodress.~?s 
i.n a wey that be thinks women tind 
attractive. often wearing an open shirt in 
ordel' to show his chest and a lot of ~old 
jewellery b A medallion Is a circle of 
metal Uke a large coin that 1S \\·Oro on a 
chain around the neck. • And then he 
was, a real-live 70's mf!dallion man, just 
st..>ppf!d out of a tim~ machine. 

medicine 
g lvCl sb a dose/taste of their own v 

mediclno !' 
to do the same bad thlng to someone that 
they h<W(t oficn done to )"Ou, 1n order to 

show them how unpleasant It IS • She'S 
ulu:ays uu-n.iriR up /QI'cfor rm: so I rtwuslu 
I'd gt~..-e her a taste oj her olen medldne 
and see how she liki!.S it. 

meeting 
a mooting of m inds slighl[y formal 

a situation in which two t>ooplc find that 
they have the same ideas and opimons 
nnd. find It easy to agree \V ith each other 
• Go1.·emment offidals say there was a 

mNtU/g Qf mtruls betMwt tfle tu.'O leaders 
during t!uu:h<·lll>Ur Uilksln PrtJt(Wia. 

melting 

ameHingpot 
a place wrere people of many different 
races and from many different countries 
lh·e together • Rule$ of mutual tolerance 
must oo af[IWd in an arro which ts a 
~/i.i711J pot of sru:h dioorse cultures. 

member 
be a fully pald·up membor of stb 

Informal 
be a card-carrying member of slh 

infr>rmal 
to he part of a p;irticular group • Unlike 
fonner 1~, he displays a degree of 
sensirivuy rlwt shows /rim to be a fUlly 
paid·uprrwnberQ/ the human race. 

memory ..... 
commit s th to memory / 

to make yourself remcmb<>r something 
• 1/wven't gOl a pcn tc write dou'll )Wr 

ph/>ru: nmnb~r- ruJusr have to commit il 
tomem<>rJ.: 

ruave o memory like an elephant X 
to ~ very gOOd at remembering things 
b Elephahts are believed to have good 
memories. • ·r nmembu u•here I first saw 
her - it u:a.~ at Tim Fisher's pany about 
wn >'ears ago,· 'Yes. Ji"OU 're right - )'OU ·ve 
got o memory like an elephant!' 

jog your memory 
to cause }'OU to remember something 
• Pollee are llopillg to jog people~ memory 
by $howlnt thnn pictUN!S qf a car that 
u•as USf'd in a robbery. 

take a strollltrip down memory lane ~/ 
to l'CIUC!tnber some of the happy things 
that you dld In the past • IVe were just 
raking a stToll down memory lane and 
rtcaUing tltedaysQ/ our )'(mtll. 

men 
the men in grey suits X 

men i.n bustncssor pollUcs who have a lot 
of power and influence although the 
public does not soo them or know abOut 
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them • As 11sua1. tt JS the men in grey 
suits who WJII thdd• 1M future Q/ 1M 
industry. 

the men in white coats ltwnorou.s 
doctors who look after people who are 
mcnta.Uy W • Thf mm In while coats will 
~COining to take me awczy if I sttzy in thJS 
JOb much /clv:FT. 

Hf*1ltelsort out the men f1'0m the 
boys 
It a difficult sttuatlion or actJvlty 
separate5 the men from the bor~ it shows 
which people In R group are bra\-e and 
strong Nld which are not • You hot.~ to 
survtllt ouldconfor three d4ys and three 
nights. Thot should uparou tht rntnj'rom 
tile boys. 

m~nage i\ trois 
a ~nage • trois 

an Rtrangement 1n which three Jli!Ople 

who have a sexual rebltionship live 
together • The> mamtd In 'i3 and thm 
met R.usse/1 with whom the)! ente~red Into a 
brft:f but it/J>lllc min~ d tr01s. 

mend 

~on the mend )/ 
if you are on the mend, your health ill 
improving after an illi1ess • He's stiU a bit 
tired but M'$ dtflnlJelyon tM rnmd. 

mental 
go mental Wonool 

to become very angry • S/~'ll co rMnUzt 
wh~n she stt>s what yuu.'lll!dont to llwcnr! 

make a mental note Y 
to make an efTQrt to remember 
something. often something that YOU 
want to do larcr • (often + to do sth) I 
mode a numtnl Mte to call mJ.' motMr and 
tell her what he'd said. • (often + that) 
Last time we hoo dinnl!l' tug~ther I mode a 
TTU!ntat note that you didn 't ll.keFJSh 

merchant 
a merChant of doom ftl/brrrwl "'. 

someone who is e.lwa,vs snylng tlolat bad 
thingS are going to happen • With exports 
rising and unmrplnyment falling, the 

rncn:hanlS Q[ doom ar-e llat:tng ro tou·Lsc 
their economic prediclto11s. 

mercy 

~ at the mercy of st.htsb )( 
to be in a situation in which }"'U cennot 
do an)1hing to protect YOurself from 
scmcth1ng or somoonc unplc.1Salll • Poor 
people are l.ncrea.slngly at tlul m~y Q/ 
ITWTU!)'-lmckn. • Of course. tn a tent. 
)VJU'rtatiMmercyQ/ W~nts. 

throw YO\lr.;elf onl&4)0n sb's mercy 
to ask :;omeone to help ycu or to forgive 
}"'U when }'OU are in a difficult s ituat1on 
• II au c~falls. 1 nught throw myself on 
&nd.ra's mercy and stt> if she'll drive mt 
thtrt. 

mess 
a mess of sth Amtrlcon. Informal 

a lot of something • He ptclood up a ~ 
of kcysandhl:lrukdmeorw. 

message 
get the message informal )\ 

tD understand what someone is trying to 
ten you e\-en if they are flO{ expressrns 
themselves directly • Nm time M calls, 
tell him )VJU're busy [or the Tlt:Xl three 
months - ht'll soon eet the message. 
• OJmy. T get the ITIC$1Qge- }IOU wonJ to be 
alone. 

m essenger 
shoot the messenger humcrous )( 

to blame or punish the person who te& 
you about something bad that has 
happened instead of the person who ill 
responsible for it • And now [or 
tomorrrm"s uoeather - it's ROina ro bu:ofd, 
wet and SlOTTTIY. bUJ don't slloot tM 
messenger! 

method 
there's method in sb's madness British. 

American & Australian 
there's a method to ~·s madness 

Anu:rlron 
something that you say which means tltat 
although someone seemli to be behaving 
strangely, there is a re~~son for their 



beha•ioUr #:J This phrue comes from 
Shakespeare's play ' Hamlet'. • Whm M 
picked the side I thought he must be crazy 
but, judging 11)• rlleir performance tills 
season, there's obvicusJ;t method #n Ills 
madness. 

mettle 

Mettle Is the ablllty and determination 
to compere or do something diJriClllt. 

be on your mettle sllghtl)•jorma l 
to be determined to prove that you are 
good at something, especially in a 
dlfficult situation • It's a sough interview 
- )!Ott'll have ro beon:;vmr n~tle. 

provelshow your mettle slighrl)lformal 
to prove that you are good at doing 
something by sucoeedlng in a di!llcult 
situation • A relallt,~ newcomer w the 
gllme. M 's ~rtulnly provrd hts meltle m 
t./te (a:st IWCJ gaJ1U!;S.. 

mick 
t.ak• h mldllmick•Jt llrltlsh &: 

AnsfraliQn. ilt/bmlol 
to JllllkQ people la1J8h atiOOlflUleo u..quill,v 
by copying what they doer say in a way 
that seems funny • 7fHo' WSf!d ro mice the 
mldc otJt qf him btrl:tJuft qf ,,_ ~ lw 
walked. • IthOUilhtJIOU wetdeiR~tsertous 
- 1 didn't J'falise ' 'OU IA'Tt tal.-lng the 

~~·~--~~~~--~­
midcey·t~king JJrltlsh & Ausrrollan. 
lriformal • J had to put up wlrh a biJ of 
mickey-taking from som£ of the blolres 
wllen I first told them but they've calmFd 
down now. 

Mickey-Mouse 
Midtey·Mouse Inform al 

not important or oot good compared with 
other things of the same type • (always 
before noun) lll'c'.rv talking about a 
respected orga11izarion lw.re - not scme 
Mlckey-Mouseouf/TJ. 

microscope 
put sth under the microscope 

to C)(.3IDine or think about a siruation 
very carefully~ A mlcrosoope is apiece 

of scientific equipment that allows you to 
see small things ... ·ery clea.rty. • 1kcauJe 
they're both public f/8Urts, W ir 
rtlatlonsl:ip has been put under w 
mlcroscope. 

Midas 
the Midas touch 

the ability to make a lot of money 
~ Midas wao; a ~ in Greek stories 
Who had the power to tum anything he 
touched Into gold. • Pro/itsarrulou:n -has 
that 8/JS entreprwzeur lost his Midas 
touch? 

middle 
the m iddle ground )( 

scrmething that twO people or groups that 
are arguins: can agree about • The l(lw)w 
wUJ then atumpr ro fuul tlut middle 
&rcund bf.tunm the two parties. 

bo c,ught In tho m iddle ~ 
to be l.n a difficult situation because two 
people who you know well arc arguing 
and bcrth of them crttlc~ ~ other to 
you • MY motlw· and sistu are a/u.-aJ•S 
07'8Uing and I find myself caw;h r in the 
middle. 

(ou() In the m iddle of nowho,. y 
l.n a :place that Is far away n-om Where 
most people Jive • I'll need a map ro find 
that pub - it's out in the middle of 
nowheu, apparentlY. 

middle-aged 
a m iddle-aged spre.ad 

the fat area aro\md the waist that a lot of 
people ~l as they grow older • A daTk 
blue shut worn out.si4e hi.s trousers 
concea/t?d the middJ.e-agt?d 11pread. 

middle-of-the-road 
middle-of-the-road 
1 not extreme pol itlc:ally • NeitJwr party ts 

exacJb· radical - they·re both fairly 
mktdl«!f-!he-road. 

2 entertainment that is middJe-oHhe-road 
1s ol:'dt.nary and acceptable to most J>ooplo 
but it is not excltln.g or speoeialln an_y wa.v 

• Most ()] the music they play is J>reJJv 
mlddle-<Jf-the-road. 



midnight 
burn the midnight oil 

to work very late into the night • /'1,-e sot 
tc gtt thls rvportflllisMd bp umtorrow so I 
gu~ 1'11 bt burning the mtdnlj:ht orl 
tonight. 

might 
(with} m ight and maln/ormal 

9.·tth all your effort and strcnsth • li-ar Is 
so~hlng we should bt IJX)ri;/ng might 
ond 17UJ1tl to OL'Oid 

might is right British. A~rican & 
Australian 

m ight makes right .American 
the belief that )'OU can do what you w:mt 
b4!cause you are the most powerful 
person or counuy • 7b allow this 
inr;oasion to happtm will give a signal to 
4!L'eTJ' pettydidotorthat mi{lht is right. 

mile 
a milo a minute Amcriron &Australian 

very quicklY • Mike was very excited and 
talk ing G m ile a rntnu~. • My /wart beaj 

a mlw a minwc waililliJ /or hts plane to 
land. )( 

a mUe off Informal 
if )'OU can sec or recognize something a 
mile off. you notice it \'f!f'Y easilY • It 's 
obviocts lw.fand.e$ you you con see that a 
mile off. 

by a mile / 
by m iles 

if someone or ~th1ng wins or ls the 
best by a mile, they win easll.)· or are 
much beUer than eve~ or ever}th~ 
ebe • Of all t~ strawberry ia-crfoms 
u-~·w tasttd. thl.s Is tM best b)l mfles. 
• Er..w)oone o:pecUCI him to win tJ1t1 
charnplcnship b)la mile. 

run a mile tlt{Ormal 
if you say that someone would run a mile 
lf they had to deal with a particular 
situation. )'ou mean that they would do 
:uwthing to avoid it • llt/lins 1M whole 
time but It's not serious lle'drun o mlle lf 
a woman actualJ)I made him on Q/fer. 

stand/st ick out a mile 
to bo very obvious • SM Slkks out a milt 
wltJi her m hair. • Qf course M's 
unhappy-It stands out a mtk. 

miles 
be miles away X 

to not be listening to what S()rneone is 
saying because you are think l.ng abOut 
.something else • 'Jtm, did )lOu Jw>or whDt l 
just saw.~· 'Sorry, ll/XI$ miles arCQ.>:' 

milk 
the milk of hum;m klnd,... llterory 

being good and kind to other I)OOJ!lc 
4::> 'rhl.s phrase comes &om 
Shakespeare's pia)' 'Macbeth'. • Sht'sont 
Q{ thDse alti4Zing peoplt who's Just 
oc;-erjl()wing with tht milk Q{ human 
kindness. 

mill 
go through the mill 

co eXPerience a "'er}' difficult or 
unpleasant period in your life • She rta 1/y 
tll€nt through the mllJ with thtll $()tl 0/ 
Mrs. 

put sb through the mill 
to ask someone! a lot of d1Jllcult 
questions in order to test th~.>m • 711zy 
rrolly put mL through lht mlll In nzy 
inwvuw. 

million 
look/feel (liJce) a million dollars British. 

A111J!Timn & Australian 
look/feel (like) a mil f10n bucks AfTIItTican 

to look or feei ex1Temely attradn:e • You 
looklik£a million dollars In that cJ.rus! 

1hanks a mOtion! Wonnal 
somelhlnst thai you say to t.h.ank someone 
for something they ba\oe done! for }'OU 

lb Thls phraSe lsol\en used hurnorously 
or angrily to mean the ClA)OSlta. • It wos a 
rroll)l good piece q adl..'il:e thanks a 
miliUm. • So J'()U didn't bother to can me 
and tell me :you'd be laW Thanks a 
million! 

millstone 
a mDistono around your neck 

a problem or respooslbUity that you havo 
all the limo ~·hl.ch prevtnts you &om 
dQing what you 9.-ant ~ A mWstoue ls • 
larg& stone thai 1s \'IU'Y ooavy. • I 'd ratlw 
M t be tn ckbt.- 1 dDn't want ti~Ql mtil.slone 
around m)l neck. 
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mincemeat 
make m ince meat of sb ilif~»mal 

to defent someone very ('as!y • A good 
/alJ.IYCT wculd lun;-e made mincemeat qf 
them in ccurt. 

mind 
your mind goos blank 

1f you are asked a qw:st!on and )'our 
mind goes blank, you cannot think of 
anything to say • I was so nervous durili.R 
the interview that u1hen Ill-'ll$ asked about 
"01 experience, my mind went blank. 
your mind Is a blank • I can't even tell 
you what his name was - my milld's a 
complete bllmk. 

mind over matb!r 
the power of the mlnd ro control and 
influence the body and the physical 
wo~td generally • rm sl.lre yOl.l can talk 
yo/JTSt!lf into believing that you're Ulf!lL 
It's a case of mind ~'el· rrw.tte1: 

The mind boggles. )\ 
something that you say which means that 
a situation or S\lbject is \-ery difficult to 
understand or i.Jnagine • A cloned sheep? 
The mind bQggWs.. • (often + at) 17re rmnd 
boggles at the thought of what you could 
de tl!i.tlr all that money. 
m lnd·boggling • His Wiest book ts a 
mLt UJrr of r>lrysics, asrronom.)' and 
philosophy-aU mJnd.boggUng stuff. 

be a loadtwelght off }'0\ll mind 
if somethh~g 1s a wel.?.ht off your mind. 
you have bean worrying about It and you 
are pleased that the problem has now 
been solved • I'm so ffl~ved I don't hat-e 
to eWe a speech - it's a real toad off my 
mind. 

be all in thefyow- m ind 
if )'CU sa:,· that a problem that Is worrying 
someone Is au in their mind, ynu mean 
that they ha\'t! imagined tile problem and 
thaf it does not really exist • His doctor 
tried toconuincel~im that he u:asn't ill and 
tJrat ir.rt'llS all in the mtnd. 

be of like/one m ind 
be of the same mind 

if two or more ~ople are of like mind, 
the)• agree wJth each other about 

something • (Qften + on) We'n; of like 
mind on mostpolttlcallssul!$. 

be out of your mind Wormal 
to be crazy • You pold thne thousand 
pounds /Or lhtJt M:ap of junk! Are you o~otr 
of >'llW mfnd? 
go out of your mind irl!ormal • Did 1 
just imagi11e all Q[ tlris - am lgoilllf cur of 
nwmind? 

be out of your m ind with [boredom/fear/ 
worT)' etc.) X 
to be extremelY borod. frightened, 
worried etc. • Hewasfourlwurs la.reand 1 
U.'llS 01.11 of my mind with wcrl')\ 
be (borecllsc:aredtworried etc.) out of 
your m ind • I roolly thought he was going 
tocrasl1 thecarand !was srorwautqf nw 
mind. • He lt'llS th€ only }'OWl$ person at 
the port;• and he looked bored out Of his 
mind. 

blow )'Our mind lttformaJ. 
if something blows your mind. you flndJt 
extremely .surprising and exciting • The 
first tirm I mard this band, they 
compkrely blew mY mind CJUi rr,oe belm a 
taneL-er siJ!ce.. 
mind-blowing itl{orma.l • The special 
~'eels In t!Jisftlmare mlnd·blowing. 

bring sthlsb to mind 
to cause ~'OU to think of someone or 
somethinG • Som.ethi'ng abour hts f(1ce 
brings to mind an old frtend Q[ mine. 

cast your mind back 
to try to remember something • (usuallY 
+to) Cost your mind back to tlwflrstttm~ 
we met Tart>\ Can you remember who he 
waswiJh? 

come/spring to m ind 
if someone or something springs to 
mind, you immEXliatelY think of them 
• I'm trying tc think of someone who 
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might Mlp out with the kids. Yootte comes 
UJ mind. • 'Don'£ .)'Oli think se:c is /u1111::,: 
Marty?" "Funny' isn't the word thaJ 
immediately springs to mind. no. • 

crossyour .,_.nd 
if an idf!tl, <II" thought c:rns.~ your mind. 
you think about itforashol1 time • (often 
+ that) The tho1JI(/Jl did cro$S my nlind 
that she. mlght be taking drlJllS. • (often 
~W) 'I~ idea Of faUUTI! 1VJJ 

cr~hismind. 

Doyoumlnd! 
something that you ~· when someone 
does somcthln.g that annoys you • Do you 
mind! Thl!re's a qurul! here OJtd someol us 
have bl!en u:.aiting half an hour to gn to 
this point! • Do you mind! 1'haJ's my 
brotJU!r you're talking alxmt! 

get your m ind around stll 
to succeed in understanding something 
diffi.cult or strange • (usually negative) I 
srUt ron 't get nu• mind around tm strange 
tlrings .•;he wid tlllll ni;rht. 

have sth In ml.nd 
to be thlnk1ng about so.methi.ng as a 
possibility • (usually used in questions) ·r 
thought U"f' might eat out tonight. · 'Where 
did you have in mind?' • I thinl; that's 
probably whal he had in mind. 

have ~·our mind on slh 
to be tllilJ1<ing about somethi.ttg • It's 
hard to U!Ork u.•lum you 'ue got J.'OUr mind 
on other r htngs. 
your m ind is on sth • 1 roosn't really 
listening- nu· mfnd UXlSOIJ other matters. 

have a mind like a steel trap 
to be able to think very quick!}; clearl,y 
and intcUigcntly • Size 'll b6 a brilliant 

law)'er-shehasa mind /ikt!ast~J trap. 

have a mind of its own humorous 
if a machine or \'!'hlcle ha." 11 mind of its 
own. it doell not v."Ork or move the w~ 
you want it to. as if iUs controlling ~lf 
• This computer's got a mind of its own-it 
just uxm'tdo what I ask iJ to. 

In your mind's eye X 
in your lmagination or memory • In my 

mtnd 's e,>-e, she is still the little gtrl she li...:ZS 

the last tim~ I $aW her: 

lose your mind 
to become crazy • Taki118 a clllld on a 
motorbike wi.Jhour a helmet! Have )'Ou 

complete/,)• JoSJ your mind? 

make .. your millll 
1 to decide whltl to t'hnMe • Cofhln "' 

question wO!,'d) 1C4Jl'1 ~up m;y mind 
"'he11u>rto 1uWt thesalni/Jn or t/u!chit:lren. 

2 to bcconw very oortain that :fO\l want to 
do ~mething • (often -+ to do s lh,) At a 
t'CJ'Y ewty QGe me tllade uP hn' rnind to 
beconw tm ~ • MY mirut~nuufe UP. 
l"mhimdfng tn lfl.l' hiSigtUiliOn tOmol"ttUt. 

on sb's mind 
if somethi11g is on someone's mind, th.ey 
are thinking about it a lot or worrying 
about It • Somelhlti.C'S worrying ~u. Isn't 
ir?What'sonyourmind?• Iwamoo to talk 
about men but. Hehm obui.tuJsl.y had other 
things on heJ· mind. • I'm sorry if I'Ll! 
been a bit f:rrital;te TfCI!Iltly but I 've got a 
lot on my mind (= I'm worn·iug a lot) at 
rile moment. 

prey on sb's m ind 
if something preys on someone's mind, 
they worry about it for a long time • /lest 
my temp€r wUh her the other da)' and It's 
~n preying on my mind f!ver since. 

put sb in m ind of sb/slh old fashioned 
to cause someone to think of someone or 
something, usually beca~ of a 
sim ilarity • SQI'TU!Ihing ahouJ the u.oay lw 
spoJcepunru in miru/ Qf BCTI. 

put your mind to it X 
to put all your attention and efforts into 
doingsometlting• lf }XIU JXItJ.>ottr mind to 
it, .vou could haL...: the Job }fnished In an 
aft~nwon. 

put/set sb's mind at rest 
w make s6meotw lltop worrying • (/ fl'll 
put Y<JUr mind at n!$1, 1 mn drive you 
lwnw and sou can mob $UTe rhe door's 
locked: 

read sb's mind humorous 
to know what someone is thinld ng 
without bemg told • 'HClJJ abouJ a drink.. 
tJwn?' 'You read m.>' mind. Keu. • 



mine 256 

mlnd·roouhr • lf sometlling's bothering 
you, then cell me. I 'm 11lX a mind-reader, 
youkt1ow! 

slip your m ind >< 
lf something slips your mlnd, you forget 
about Lt • I 1111!anc to tell her Nigel luld 
pl"l()ned, bU: it comp/R#I,y sl ipped m,y mind. 

s~M your m ind 
to be honest to people about your 
opinions • She's not Q/raid to speak her 
mind, rom if it upsdspeop~. 

sticks In tM!your mind 
lf somellung sticks 1n the mlnd, you 
remember Jt ~asll~; often becau.~ it was 
exciting or stritnge • Of all the things that 
u.-e did In Cret e. that boat trip r en/ly sticks 
in my mtnd. • She had OM of tllose faa!:S 

that sticks in tht mind. 
take sb's m ind off sth/sb 

lf an actlvilY takes somoono's mind off 
their problems, it stops them from 
thinking about them • 1710t's tire good 
thing about helping OINr peop/R -111/Jkes 
)•Our mind Off )'(>ur own problems. 

to my m ind 1', 

in my opinion • lie's cot red walls and a 
grem carpiU which, to my mind, leo/is all 
wrong. 

mine 
a mine of infonnation 

a person or a book with a lot of 
information • (often + about> He'samtne 
Q{ WormatUm about the cinema. 

mint 
beln m int condition /( 

1f something Is in mint conditi<ln, it 
looks as if it i:<> new J!::J The mint is a 
place where new coins are made. 
• Thcro'sanodlwfforo 1974 Volkswagen 
Beetl~. It's dark blue and in mint 
condiwm, appartll~Uy. 

minting 
be minting itBritLsh &Australlan. 

informal 
b• minting money American & 

AustrtJ/la.n 
to be eamlnc a lot of money QuicklY • lee 
cream sellei'S a:rtJ minlin.g il as the 
un.~asonal heatwat'ecotlturues. 

minute 
no1 have a minute to call your own 

to be extremely bus)' • Wilha/ull-tl~job 

tmd a .{amity to look after; I don't hat-eo 
minute toaz/J nu•own. 

miracles 
perform/work mlrades 

to be e).'tl'cmely effective in improving a 
situation • Dt's worked miracles tn the 
kirchen - I'Ve ntoor 54-'UI It lcok so cA'an. 
• Thesedcys plastic surgeons can perform 
miraclRs. 
a mlrackl-wor1<..- • You'1o>e managed to 
fix the car! You'na mlrac/NJ.IOrker! 

mischief 
do yours&lfa m isdUef British & 

All$trolian, hurrwrous 
if you tell someone they will do 
themselves a mtschlef lf they do 
som.ethJ!lJl, YOU mean the)· will hurt 
themselves • You wont to be cal"(/ltl 
jump1ng over sptkes ltke thaJ- ycu might 
doycurUq a mi.(ChUif! 

misery 
MiserY loves company. 

somethiru: that }'OUS3Y which~ that 
people who are feeling sad usu.all,>· want 
the poople th~ are v.;th tQ also feel sad 
• On a bad day, she isn't sat4/ied tiU th~ 
entire fa.mily is in trors. Misery Jo~s 
company. 

a misery guts i'lformal 
110meone who complains all tho t l.me and 
is never happy • OJ course. your {ather. 
old mtsery guts. wantJ!d to come home 
after half an hour because he was bored. 

put sb out of their m isery 
to stop ~;omeone worrying, usuallY b}• 
giving them information th:\t the~· have 
been waiting for • l tiiOURht I'd call lwr 
with tire 1esults todtl)• and put her our of 
ller miser): 

put sthlsb out of their misery 
to kill an 8J1imal or person because they 
are in a lot of pain and you want to end 
their suffering • Both of Irs back legs U.'l!re 
shatrered and I ri{Jund the kindest tlling 
u."'uld bt to put It ow of it.~ misery wit/1 a 
buller. 



257 modesty 

miss 
A miss is as good ali a mile. 

something that yoll say which means that 
failing to do sometb..in8 when you almost 
succe«<ed 1s no bctll!r than r.tlllng very 
badl}' • n~ tried to reassure him that he 
only foikd by thTN pl'rrent but the way he 
sees it. a miss isasgoodasa miU. 

g ive sth a miss informal 
to not take part in an activitY • I think I"ll 
give tlu1 barbecue a miss.l"m on a dkt. 

missing 
w ithout missing a beat American 

if you do or say something without 
misshtg a beat. you continue confidentlY 
wltb what you arc sayltlg or dol.ng • She 
was asA-ed whaJ sirzgk ad!let'Cnent she 
was most proUd Q/ "My son,· she replied, 
without misslnl a broJ. 

mission 
mission OKcompllsbed 

SOITICth.lng t11at you Sc"'\Y when you have 
f1n1sh00 doing something that you were 
told to do Jib This was a military phrase 
ill World War U. • MissiDn cuxomplish«<. 
/'T)e. cot et-eryrhfnc ;;·ou asked for on the 
list. 

missionary 
tht! missionary posl tio.n 

a sexual pooition in which the womsn 
lies on h~>r back ,,·ith the man on tQp and 
facing her • And for the le.'\S adventurous.. 
tilero's alu.-eys tJw sood old missiona1)' 
pos(tilJn. 

mix 
mix it American & .4.U.straflan, I"'R>rmal 
mix it up American, informal 

to f~ght or argue • Don"t take an,y notice of 
Sllli)l s.m.just tik<!$ tQmix it. • Hewass«n 

mixing it up tn a brawl qfter IM came. 
mixed 
a milled bag X 

a combination of different things or 
different tYPes of people • The croup is 
QUite a mix£d bag we have members with 
allle1.-6s oj experience. 

be a mixed blessing 
som!tthing that has bad effects as well &9 

ad\•antagcs • Beaury can be a mixed 

bl&lnH. It gl!t$ .vnu a lot of att~11t/on but 
JX'fll)le aro ~likely to take )YJit seriously. 

bave mlxecl feelings about stn 
~be boc:h pleased and not J)leascd about 
something at the same Umo • (ollm • 
about) IIJIJd mlxed/ftUnptlboul kaolng ' 
home. I u;as lookillll fiNWtJI'd to BOin8 a» 
~but lu'OUld 11Ji$$1fU'famiiJi. 
with mixed fftllngs • Neu:s Q/ IM 
takrmJer wasnceiMI WUh ~foelinlf$. 

mo 
Hang on a mo. informal 
Half/Just a mo. informo.l 

something that you say when you want 
someone to wait a short time • U you 
hang or~ a mo. I'll Just chech wlwtlwr 
R(lrbara 's in her offlt:e. 

mockers 
put the mod<ers on sth Briti$/r, informal 

to spoil something or to prevent It 
happerting • ca,-ol's purenrs decided w 
srcy in on Satunicy nighs. which putt he 
niiXkcrs on her plans/or a parT)t 

mockery 
mak• a mockery of stlt 

to make something seem stupid or 
wtlh()ut value • The fact that hi! unt his 
children to pri1;ate school makes a 
mockery Qf hts socialist principle~ 

model 
boa/the model of stJt 'X 

to be an excellent excunple or something 
• Claudia. alu;ays the model of good taste. 
looked elegant in a black silk goultl. 

moderation 
Moderation in a ll things. 

somethin~: that vou sav which means you 
should not do or have too much of 
anythins • Tlze latest thinking i.> that 
~ating a little qf the food you. lihe won·t 
harm you .• 'tfoderation in all things. as 
they sa)! 

modesty X 
in all modesty lmmurou.s 

something !ltat you sa)' when you are 
going to r.allc nbout your own 
achievements • I hDve tc Sa.li in all 
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mOlhst)> that wt! u'O!Jldn 't hm:e won the 
same if Ihodn'tbel?npla)•ing. 

Mohamm@d 
If Mohammed will not go to the 

mountain. the mountain must come 
to Mohammed. 
somethingthatyousaywtichmeansthst 
if someone will not come to you. youha\'e 
to go to them~ nus phrase oomes from 
a story about Mohammed \'llbo was asked 
to show how powerful he ~ by making 
a mountain come to him. • They ne~;U 
1,."i$it me IWW tlley have a larnil>: Well, if 
Mohammed won't Ro tD tlu mountDin, the 
mountain must com£ to Mdlammed. 

moment 
the moment of tnlth 

the time when someone M8 to make an 
impor1anl decision or when you can see 
if something has been successful or not 
• The moment of truth came wmn 1 had to 
dccidc tc11ctlter to mooc in with Jim or Ret 
ajlatonmyown. 

moments 
have your/its moments )< 

to be sometimes very successful • This 
album~ not as good as their last one. but it 
ha.~ Its moments. 

Monday 
a Monday m orning quarterback 

American 
someone who says how an event or 
problem should have been dealt with. 
alter other people have already dealt with 
it • It's MSY to be o Mondoy morning 
Quart4!rback wlum )'Oil see the kids' ww 
test srorv:s. but thf!re are noMSy answers to 
bnprovtn.g educatron. 

tha t Monday m om lng feeling infomll;l/ Y. 
if you have tllat Monday momlng 
(~lint. you are unnappy that the 
weekend has finished and you have to go 
back to work • 'You look ted up. What'$ 
ltR'Oit~' '011, it'S ju.U that Monday 
mornill&/eeling,' 

money 
Money (Is) no object. 

something that you say which means jt 
does not matter how much somt>thing 

COl>~ becaut;e there is a lot of mone;· 
available • U mone)• was no object, w/u:Jt 
~-orHJ/ u huwo'f! wou/dylJu live 111~ 

Money doesn ' t grow on trees. 
somethinlt that you~· wh ich means you 
should be cat B!\11 how much mone~· you 
spend beeau~ there J.s only a limited 
amoltnt • 'Dad, can I l1at-e a new bille?' 
·we CDn'l ajford one. Monzy doesn't grow 
on treeS. r'~>U kiWw. • 

Monoy talks. 
something that you s:zy which means 
peoplo who are rich have a lot of power 
and influ~nce • 'Hecan'toct .$0 how did he 
get w pan in tlwfirst place?' 'HisfaJher 's 
a mUiumalrf. Money talks. · 

be (right) on the money American & 
Austmlian, i11Jormal > 
if something someone say3 or does is on 
the moneJr; it is oorrect • Wilen JIQU said 
lut'd do the job u:cll, you I.IX!re rig ht on the 
motwr: 

be in the money ........._ 
to suddenlY have a lot of money, 
especiallY when you did not cxpcd it • If 
1 OOnJl« a comml.sslon/or a royal porlrals. 
I'll be In Ore mone;)!. 

.,. money for old rope British. Informal 
be money for jam EriUsh, Informal 

if ajOO J.S moneyforofd rope, it is an easy 
way or earning mo~y • Babysilling is 
money f(W old ropt (f the chlldrm co to 
sleep early. • MOSl people think being a 
proj'f!$sionalfootbollerismone>•for jam. 

for my money ~ 

in my opinion • Por my mo11e.;: I.M 
nonlaet.st Q/ Scotla11d is the nlQSt 

btaut.iful part of BrliDfn. 

have money to burn ..).;-
to have a lot of monl?)' and SJ*nd large 
amounts <Jn th.ings that are D()( necessary 
• Cllristlnt:'.s new boyfriend sM'nS to hooe 
mane>' tD burn. He's always bUying her 
extraLY1gant gljls. 
with money to burn • 'flu only people 
who can afford tost(lj' at t/Us hotel are rich 
people. with money to burn. 

I'm not made of moneyt 
something that you say In order to teU 
someone wbo asks you for mone}• that 



you do not have very much • No. I can't 
lend you tu'eTUY pounds. I 'm not made Q[ 
mone)l )'OU 1-;now. 

put your money on sb/sth X 
to beUovo that someone will <lo 
something or something wiD happen 
• 1Vho do you m:kon will get the job, 
tlwn?' 'I'd pulmY money on Val.· • I'd puc 
my money on Zola leclving Chelsea witl1in 
the nexr tu;o years. 

put your money where your mouth Is ~ 

to suppOrt som<~t.hing that you believe in, 
egpecially by giving money • if people are 
really interested in helping , m homeless 
they should put their mo~ where their 
mouJh is. 

spend money like water 
of someone spenrls money like water. 
they spend too much • Carol spends 
money like u.'<lter -110 wonder she's alwa>•s 
broire. 

throw (your) money around A 
to often spend money on things that are 
not neoe...osary • I'm Mt surprlstd she 
hasn't got an>' sovtngs. I've ~t;er Sl'e1l 

an.J•'OM throw money around like Polly. 

throw money a tstb 
, 

to cry to solve a problem by spending a lot 
of money on it. instead of trying to solve 
It by other methods • It's no good just 
throwing money at the problem. n~ need 
to clwlge tM uey rm prisM system is run. 

You pays your money (and you take.s 
yow chancos). 111/0mlol 
somethlrut that you sa,y whlch means 1f 
you do something that involves risk you 
must accept that you cannct control the 
result • The hotels are supposed to have 
$tar ralings. but in fac:t it's a ca~ of you 
pays )'OW" monzy and JIOU takes r'OUr 
chaliCe$. 

You pays your money (and you takes 
your choice). informal 
somcchlng that ) 'OU say wtlich means 
each ~rson has to make thelr own 
decisions In a situation, because no 
decision is more ootTect than any other 
• You ron go lzy motcrway. wlltch is 
qui.clw; or take the ~1 road, which Is 

prettier. You pays your money and )'OU 

takes y-our cllolc€. 

money-spinner 
a money~lnner Br/.lisl1 &Australian 

a business or product that makes a lot of 
money for someone • Cool«<ry books an 
becoming a rtal money-Spinner for 1M 
publishing trulu.stry. 

monkey 
monkey business sliK/ltlY Worm.al -'( 

sllly behaviour oc dishonest behaviour 
• So what kind of monkey bu.sinm havt 
you kids been up tou.·hile/ was out?• The 
tax inspecUJrs dJ.scooered tlwl thue hod 
M1l some monkey bu.slness with the 
acr:ounJ.s. 

a monkey on sb's ba<k Amerlam& 
A.ustra lian 
a seriou.o; problem that will not 1;0 away 
• Thedlt:orceJ)I"'aedln;:sarea monkey on 
her back.. 

not g ive a monkey's British &Australian. 
t;ey in/Or m.al 
if you do not give a monkey's about 
something. you do not care about It at all 
• She couldn't gfvt a monkey's if 
e~'tTY()ne's talking about her.. • (often + 
question word) 1 don't give a monke:)'·s 
how much he earns, ]ju..<:t dorl't like him. 

t'11 be a monkeys undel old1ashwned 
something that you say when you are 
\'CrY surprised • HiJU, J'U be a monkey's 
ur.de.. 1 net;er thoughJ BiU u.YJuld remarry. 

m3ke a monkey (out) of sb old1osh1Dnro 
to make someone seem stupid • That"s 
enough of your silty tricks. Nobody makes 
a monJ<ey our of me! 

monopoly 
monopoly money 

mone>' that seems to run-e little or no 
"'alue 4:J Monopoly is the trademark for 
a game in which you buy p~rty with 
p~tend money • Win or lose this am trod, 
it's all monopoly money to him. 

not havo a monopoly on sth 
if someone does not have a monopoly on 
something, t hoy arc not tho only person 
who has that thing • You don't have a 
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munopoly on suJ!erin& you Jmow. Other 
people haoo problems too. 

month 
not in a month of Sundays 

if you say that something ,,.ill not happen 
in a month of Smtdeys. you Jlll'an that it 
is not likely to happen • Hl!'ll mw-er mn 
tile maratJttm. rwtln a month of Srmdays. 

moon 
ossk/oy for the moon 

to w811t something that is not !IOS~Jible 
• (usually In conttnu.ous tenses) There's 
no POint hoping tor a pennmrent pooce in 
tlwarea. It's like asloingf« the moon. 

bo over tho moon ilifornKJI 
to be ~trcmcl~· pl<>asro about sonx.-tbing 
• !1-tarkgot the job. She'slXlf!r tht! mcon. 

moonlight 
not be a ll moonlight osnd roMS 

1! a sltuation Is not all moonlight and 
roses, 1t Is not 11lways pleasant 
• Morrii:J:te isn't allmonnlit;ht and rows. 
It can be hard work kru!ping a reloJionship 
together. 

do a moon light f lit Rritish , trlftJrmol 
tu }eave somewhere secretly a t night. 
usually to avoid pa~•lng mon~y that you 
owe • iVe could always do a moonlight flit 

tlwt U'(()' we uooldn't have to explain 
about the mOlUI)! 

moons 
many moons ago old1ashioncd 

a long time ago • I only how thefaillUsl 
m~mory 0/ tllac time.. It all happened 
ttWIY moons ago. 

more 
The more the merrier. 

somethins that you say which means ~rou 
are happy for oth~r people to join your 
group In an activity • 'Do )'CU mind if 
A11n comes to lilt.! cinema u:ith 11.~?' 'Not oJ. 
all. The more the rtumier. • 

bite off m o N! than )"'U can chew 
informal 
to try to dQ more than you are able 10 do 
• Don't bttc q[f more tJU!JI you ron cllw. 
Ut SQnlCOIIC else QriJ(IIlizc tJw part>: 

That's more like it. Informal X 
something that you say wt..1 someone 
llll}ll'Oves an offec or an attempt • 'I can 
ratse my offur to SSOO. • 'TIUlt's more ltke 11. • 

morning 
tho moming after (the night before) 

r'nfori7UII 
the morning afte1· a }XU'tY. when you 1~ 
ill because you wore drunk • Frank-s got 
o bad case of the nrorninc (ifJer. 

morning, noon, and night 
lf you do something momins, noon, and 
night, you do it most of the time • Thcy'!Xl 
~ll lllorking morni111r. noon. an4 nigllt to 
/inlsll til~ decorating befort the bal!y's 
born. 

mortal 
shuffle off this mortal coil humorous 

to die b This phrase comes from the 
play /Jumlet by Wll.llam Shakespeare. • I 
ritJI/y want ro Sl!t! the Coliseum be/Ore I 
shr.if]le Q/J this nwrt<rl coiL 

most 
make the most of sth 

tv takA full advantage uf llomethrng 
bt'L'II~ it may not last long • .Mak1! the 
most of tht /#)¢ UWitl~r bli.YZUSt nUrJ is 
f orn<ISL/OriolnrJrTfJW. • The.re'U beu loU( 
traM/inc inuolvffi in my 11110 job and I 
p/tJIIIO l1IIIU 1/U IIIOSI qT IL 

mother 
Mother Nature 

tbe forre that controls the natural world 
• I.ook at tho..et trees bwwn down in the 
storm. Just siHXCS you IL•hat Mother 
1Vature can do when she gets angry. 

a mother lode of Slh American 
a J.arg~ collection of a particular type of 
thing • H ts collecJion of Mtters and pafMrs 
is a motlwr ~of in/orrnaticntor wriJArrs 
and journalists. 

the mother of all s th Informal .->\ 
an extreme example of somethi~ 

• Mike's sW!ering from. the mctMr of all 
lwngoL>ers after tiW /XII'IY last ntghL 

at ~'Our mother's knee 
1! you l~arned to do something at your 
mother·~ knee, you learned it when you 
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were a l'OUOg child • 1 learned to ~w m 
my mothPT's kncl!. 

Shall I be mother? British & Austrol10n. 
lwmorous 
something that you say in order to ask 
whether you should serve food or drink 
to someone • Here comes the tea. ShollliH 
motllu? 

moths 
like moths t o a flame /ilerory K 

lt people gather round someone like 
moths to a flame. they try to ~ ncar 
!;omeone who se.1ms \'er)' atr.ractl\'C or 
very interesting lb Moth.<> are small 
flying insects that are Httracted to bright 
light. • I never ulldustood whY people 
/!fxktd around him Ilk~ mol/IS to a/lamt. 

motion 
put/set sth In motion X. 

ll you set somethillg in motion. you start 
ithavpening • Thegooornment hac;eset in 
motfon plans to r~orm thci~atice S)'Stem. 

motions _ / 
go through th41 motion$)"'-. 

to do som9thlng because rou are 
expected to do 1t and not because you 
want to • (often in continuous tenlles) 
These days u.111!1l Ul€ Ro out. cook a mrol 
together or et.Wl make love, I get theR-eling 
that he's just going thrOugh the motions. 

motjuste 
thomotjusteformnl ' 

the word or phrase that c.xactly drscn"bcs 
what you want to say • rm searching for 
the mot )uste to describe htm. CJn.usual. I 
tlllnk. fs the besJ lllajl of Sflying il. 

mould 

1
1\lold is the Amerkan sveJling of I 

_mould. . 

be cast in the 5Cime mould ~ 
if two people are cast in the same mould. 
they have the same type of character 
• Jack is cast in the ~me moukf ~ his 
father- tnrelligent, kind. but stubborn. 
OPPOSITE be cast in a diffe~.nt mould 
• Site's cast In a very dlfferent fTI{)ldj'rom 

her sistu. Yoo 'd nev'tr J.-uow they wen 
from till! sam~ family. 

broak tho mould )<' 
to do s.omcthinll dlfforcntl34 after It has 
bocn done 1n the same way for a loll(l: time 
• She broke tiM! mould by fnststfng on 
lxicoming a doctor instead of a nurse. 
• (often +of) A new TV show ts about to be 
launched which aims ta bn!ak the mold of 
the usualda.>'time pronroms. 

They broke the mould when they made 
sb/ sth. 
somt!lb.ing thl!t yuu say which means 
wmenne or ~romethlng is \'frr'J sp2etal 
and that there is not another person or 
tlung like them • They broke the mold 
when the)! tnilde ElL-ts. Tl~rrs neve~"~ 
astarromalchhim.. 

mountain 
~mountain to climb Drft.Jsh &Australian 

somctlung that IS very d1filcult to do 
• .I!Jter a bad Sl/J.t1 t o the season. the team 
has a 1nounUJin ro climb if they rront ro 
win the lea.gue. 

make a mountain out of a molehill 
to make a slight diffkulty seem like a 
secious problem • (usually in continuous 
tenses) You'rt making a mounJain out of 
a mule/rilL You wrote 011e bad es.~ay - it 
doFsn 't mean you're g oing ro /Oil )V)I.lr 
def(T"et. 

mountains 
move mountains 
1 if so~ or somcone's beliefs or 

feelings can lllQ\oe mountains, they can 
achieve something that is \'l!ry difficult 
• If faith can ~ 1nountains, u.oe'/1 win 
tlu!Cup. 

2 if YOU would move mountains fOr 
someone. the)• w-e so important to you 
that ~'0\1 would do anything to p~asc 
them • He'd mooe mountainsjbr her but 
shetrmts him likedil~ 

mouth 
ill mouth to feed 

someone. especially a new-bom baby for 
whom you must provide food • Witlr throo 
smaU childrtn and hard(y any mone.)l tlu! 



last thtng they ~ was another 
mouth tofnd. 

be all mouth BrUish, Ameriam & 
Austra.llall. informal 

be all mouth and (no) trousers British, 
iriformal 
if someone is all mouth, they talk a lot 
about doing something but they ne\-er do 
it • Slut seys she'll complain to the 
maru:ger but I think she's all TTU)uth. 
• You're all mouth and no trousers. Why 
don't you just /,'0 Ot'f!r tfwre anti ask h8r 
out? 

be down In tiM mouth Wormal 
to be sad • Jake rooks a b(t doum bt the 
mouth. SJwll we try to find out what"s 
wrong? 

keep your mouth shut iriformol 
to keep SQmething secret • You can trwt 
Sarah - sM knows how to /m:p l1cr mDulh 
shut. • (sometimes ... about) Do )'01.1 think 
I should keep m>• mouJf1 shut about seeing 
Jim with. tliUJtlklr woma11? 

mako sb's mouth water 
if lha smell or the sight of food makes 
your mouth water; it makes you want to 
eat it • 1'he smell of flMI and chips made 
my moulh u.;ater. 
mouth-watering • The restaumnr had n 
selectton Q/ mDuth·waterlng de.s~rts. 

melt In the/your mouth 
if food mQ!ts 1n your mouth, it is SQft and 
tastes very pleasant • This sponge w~ 
just melts in your mOUJII. 

run ott at the mouth A11!frican, i1![ormal 
to talk a lot without saying anyt11iny, 
impotunt • He's Just tliUJther one Q/ these 
politicians wiUJ run oJJ at tM nUJUth. 

shoot your mouth off c;ery ilt[ormal " 
/ 

to talk too mucll, especially about 
something you should not talk llbout 
• (often+ about) Don't so shooting }'(XIr 

moUlh Q/J about how muth money ) 'OU 're 
EtJnllng. 

Wash your mouth out I old-fOI>hiDned 
something that you sa,v to someone who 
Is younger than YOU when you are angn· 
with them for swearing • Wasll }'Our 
mouth out. young Indy. Tlu!re's no oolt/or 
language like that! 

mouths 
Out of the mouths of babes (and 

sucklings). lit~mry 
something that YOU say when a small 
chUd says somet.hing that surpt·lscs you 
becauoo It shows an adult's wisdom and 
understanding of a situation • I was ro 
stunned that a child Q/ six could be so 
adull in lu!r perceptions. Out Q/ the 
mouthsQ/ babes. .. 

movable 
a movable feast 

SQmething that happens often but at 
different times so that you arc not certain 
when it will next bappcn • Thzy usualJ)! 
/UJue a party ar some point in the sum111fr 
bUl tJ 's scmdhing of a mot"ablefeast. 

move 
move the goalposts British, American & 

Austmtw.n 
mow tho goal Amtrkan 

to change the mles ina situation in a way 
thnt is not fair. usually in ord.or to make lt 
D:IOl'C dimcult for someone to achieve 
somethi.ni • My boss Is nJM;er sotlsf'w. 
WhmeL-er 1 think I'Loe done what he wants, 
he mo~ the goalposts. 

......... lni! .. :d 
~~)Qt • ...,... 
rNiut1 M tWt1ldilt • 40 • SimOn 
,.... "!\file~,...,·-~ JIIOQt-flit# 
~ c~ 

m ake amove 
1 to do something in order to achieve a 

particular result • Who will mczlcc the/int 
mot-~ towards rt.roluiTIJl the dispute? 
• (often + oo do stll) Th.enr u.-en1 plenty of 
witnesses ro the atlaek, but nobody made a 
tnOtre IOSIOP il. 

2 wleaveapl~cc • It's getting late - perhaps 
u.-e ought to make a m01;e. 

make a move on sb informal 
to try to start a romantic or sexual 
relationship witll someooe • As soon as 
Ellen !Rft the room, her boyfriend made a 
mot-e on me. 

movers 
~ 

the movers and shaken 
peopl~ who have a lot of power and 
influ11nce • This play has atrracted Ow 
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attention qf the Broadtcay moaert and 
~kers. 

moving 
the moving spirit liWWY 

someone ~·ho starts an Important 
orgaruzarion or course of action • (often 
+ bohlnd) Born In Nkro/Ul. OhOJliJ. ht 
was tht mootne spirit bdlltld tM Chart.tr 
of African Slates. 

Mr 
Mr Big irl[ormal 

the most imrortant man in a croUP of 
~le. CSJ)eel~' a £rOll!) ~'Olved Ill 
criminal activttlcs • Police haw arrt$Ud 
a man thty Mllec.~ ls 1M Mr Big Q/ 
Brighton's drug scme. 

MrRight 

a tn~tn \\'hO wo\tld be the pet1ect husband 
fnr a p:lrticul:ll' womM because he has 
aU the qualities that she wants • I'm sure 
siUJ'Il :;enlodown with a nice man one day 
soon. SM Jwt ha.sn'tfoond Mr RiGht J.'Ct. 

NO moro Mr NICO Guy. 
something that you say whm you have 
decided w behave in a less ple8S8Jlt V.'BY 
• 1 'm fed up with peopk taking adoontage 
of me. Fmm now on, It's no nwre ,\fr Nice 
Guy. 

much 
be much of a muchnes.s lriformal 

10 be very similar • Pop music th#se d(l)IS 

is all much Q{ a m11chnus as far as rm 
concumd. 

not bo up to much Bntish & Austrohan 
to not be of a very .h1gh quality • It's a 
t;oery bttwti/Ul-lookina town bw. tlre 
shopping's not up to much. 

muck 
treat sb like muck Informal 

to treat someone without respect or 
kindness • Mfd( trrots Ills Rirl!riend like 
muck, /JLI( she's O'OZ)' abOut /rim.. 

Where there's muck. there's brass. 
British 
something that you say which mtan& you 
can make a lot or money from work that 
most people do not want to d.o beeau.c;e 
they think it is dirty or unpleaRBnt 

• Dl!.coratlng ·s a messy job. buJ ul/tuw 
chue 's muck. there's brass. 

muck-rakin9 
muc:k-ralting l'l{tJrmal 

the activity of trying to discover 
Wlpleasant information about people so 
tbatyoucan telltheptlblic • ~l'tportS 
ru-r nothing b!4 mU<:k-raJ.irls Jowmt/im 
sho.uld 1U>I be aliJ>ze(!([ to lnt,wtigaJe 
minlsters • prliXJ.Lt business dealings. 

mud 
Mud sticks.. BritWr & Almralian 

somethinethat you say which means it Is 
difficult to make people change their bad 
opinion or someone • The coun ckorrd 
him Q/ fraud. but mud sticks. 

Here's mud in your eye! o/.d{ashtcned 
something th.at yeu say in order to wWt 
SUCCt'!;~; oc llappiness to someone who is 
driok.lng with you • Wdl. here's mud In 
>lOUr ey-e! 1 hOiH! you ·u lxJth be very happJI 
together. 

sling/throw mud at sb 
lf somooneslingsmud at another person. 
they tn• to make other people have a low 
opWon of !hem by saying unpleasant 
things nb<lut Lhem • Compant.ts should 
think t:o.rdully beftn slinging mud at 
sonuone who may T'e$l10IId with a libel 
uctlon costing mJIIIDns of doiiDrs. 
mud-slinging • I Wt Hol(J,'f.DOOd b«ouu I 
u;os fid up with all tht f7Wd.sliJIJ:fng that 
gatS On thtn.. 

mug 
a mug •s game Rritish, informal 

an activity that will not make you happy 
or succtSSful I!:> A mue Is a per.;on who 
is easily deoeived. • Worli~ for a bl.r: 
company is a mug's game if you teont to 
make money JIOU nerd to start your own 
business. 

multitude 
cover/hide a multitude of s ins humorous 

If sometlling hides a multitude of sins. It 
p~'t!nts pec.plo from sccln~ or 
dlscov~rlng so moth l.ng bad •lJIIJ stL'eatu$ 

are warm olld pracltcal and they hldf o 
multitude of $In s.. 



mum 
Mum's the word. in/erma! 

something that you say which me.<~ns 
SOlllethi.ng should be kept secret • l til ink 
rm p1l1[Piant, but mum's the word until 1 
know ft>r sure. 

mumbo 
mumbojumbo 

speech or writing that is nonsense or 
very complicated and cannot be 
understood • There's so much lecal 
rnumbo jumbo ln tllese documents thaJ ir:S 
hard to make sell.Sl' of thmr. 

munchies 
get the rm.8'Khies informal 

to feel a bit hungr-y • Do yor1 ever gel the 
Ttumchies lare aJ nl8hl and flnd there's 
olJSlllutel)• noshing In the house )OOO want 
tut·at? 

murder 
get away with murder informal 

to be allowed to do things that other 
people W<Juld be punished or Cl'itlcizcd 
for • l>twe ,gelS a.u.ey will! murder because 
l~'s S() chormlng. 

I could mwckr sth. British. lriformal 
something that you srzy when y<lu want a 
particular kind of food or drin\<; 'lery 
much • I'm st.arving. I rould murder a 
cum•. 

scream blue murder BrltJsh. American& 
Australlan, Informal 

scream bloody murder American & 
Alls.rralia/1, iriformol 
to shout or to complalll VCI'Y lou<UY 
• Rroders scrwmt.d blue murder whm tlle 
pr~ Q{ ti!W' di:ltfy paper uoelll up. 
• Somoone took til$ child's ia crram a.u.~· 
and he Sll.IIUd scrccmrm,g blfXXiy murder. 

murmur 
without a m!M'mur ,.· 

1f you do somethJn(! without a murmur; 
you do 1t without complaining • wuise 
U.'<IS so th·td that w u.v.m tc bed wit.hout a 
murnwr /or once. 

Murphy 
Murphy's law humorous 

the was· ln whlch plans always fail and 
bad things always happen v.ilere there is 

any possibility of them dolng so • I'm a 
great bellm->er inMwph,y's /aw - wlzatcan 
go wrong will go wrong. 

muscle 
' not mov• a mu:sde 

to stay completel:~o· Slill • She sat without 
moving a muscle as tile rwrst 111}tcted the 
onaesthetrc. 

musdes 
f lex your muscles 

1f a person or a:n organization flexes 
their muscle$. they take SQme act ion to 
let people know how powerful they are 
• Til$ late.sz bomb scare lOO.S just the 
ruronsts Jle;dns their muscles - sJwtulriB 
us tllzy 11aven't gone ou.~ 

music 
be music to sb':c; ears 

1f SQll~thlllJ! you hear ls music to your 
ears. 1t makes you \oery happy • The news 
Q/ hjs resignation was music to nl)l cars. 

face the musk 
to accept criticism or punistunent fOr 
something tlt.'lt you have done • W114.'n the 
misstiiR TnOI'UU' was not icro. he chose to 
disappear t"Other than face the music. 

muster 
pass muster 

to be of tu1 acceptable srandard for a 
particular purpose • U~. how did I do in 
tlw ust?Do I pass muster! 

mutton 
mutton dressed (up) as lamb British.. 

Informal 
an offcnsh-c way or saying that a woman 
1s ~edina style that is more suitable 
for a much younger woman • T>o yort 
think this skirt Is tCJo short? I don't want to 
look like mutton dressed as lamb. 

mutual 
a mutual admiration society humorous 

asltu.atwn in which two people express a 
lot of admiration for each otllcr • 'You 
haven't aged at alL' 'Neither have you and 
look how slim you are.'' 'lley. )'(lu tl.OO. why 
don't you Jonn a mutual admiration 
w:Uty!' 



nail 
anothorlthe flnal nail In tM coffin 

an C\'Cilt wlltch causes the failure of 
somcthi.uJ:r that had ol.rcadY stal:tccl to fnil 
• (usually+ of) I tltinJc thai CU1{14mMI was 
the final naU In the ccffln of our 
friendship, 

hit the Nl an the hNd 
to descrlbe exactlY what ia c:ausin& a 
siCUaijQn ~..-oblem • J think ~VM;khit lhf 
noll tJn tlw118Gd rdwn hll saldlhllt what's 
llJdtlng in riW ltlllV1(111.)1 Is a Jtelbfll Q/ 

1!(."1. 

on the nail Britlslt & Australian 
if you pay an amount of mon~y on th~ 
nail, you pay an of it immediately • He 
always paid cash. on the nail 

nail-biting 
naU·bltlng 

a n all·biting event or period of time 
makes you feel very nervous. usually 
beca\JSL' you are waltlng for something 
important to happen • (always before 
noun) The teams uoere 1;ery eoenl.)J 
matclled and played a clo~ game righf liP 
to the naU·bittnG/i1lish 

name 
sb's name is mud informal 

if someoni!'s name is mud, other people 
are angry with that person because of 
something they have dotu! or said • Well 
he'd bette tllrn up tonight or his name 
will be mud. 

younamelt 
somethi ng that you say which means 
anything lo'OU say or chooSe • !'toe tried 
)u.si about tL'UJI dil!t there is going. J."'U 
name it and J'w done it. • What I.DOIJld you 
lil\e? Gin, vodlw., lager, winl!! You name it, 
we 'LVI got it. 

name 

a namo to conjure wit h 
1 o very important and famous name 

• Thereon some n~ toccnirll·e with on 
tile pro!J70.m~- Poland's Polanski and 
India's Satyajil Ray to name but two. 

2 an interesting or strange !wne • Arnold 
Spunk~u - now that's a name to 
con)un! with! 

the name of the g o me / 
the most imporlrult part of an activit.)~ ot· 
the quality that you most need for that 
activity • Ybu ha!H! UJ know the right 
peQple tr1 acting, Tluit's the name of the 
game. 

dear sb's name 
to prove that someone is not guUty of 
something • 11~ U."{lS corwlcUd of drut· 
$ITIIJggling four yea~ ago and has bun 
tryinJ: to clear his name etlfl' since. 

drag sb's name through tho mlntlmud 
to tell people about something bad that 
someone has clone so that people will 
ba\'C a bad opinion of them • Her name 
was dragged through the mud after $he 
admitted QffuinJ: mont>• in return [or 
1-'0te$. 

have sb's name on It il'l{onnol 
if something has your name on 1t.1t1s the 
t,}-pe of thtng that you Uk~ \'l!ry much and 
so yOU ha\'e to bu)\ eat, or drink it • Come 
on, Paul, thue's one t>i«c of cllocclok 
cake Wt and il'sgot)IOl41" name on u. 

have sb's name written all over It 
ltlforma.l 
if a job bas someone·s ru~me written all 
over it. they hav'£> all the qualifications 
that are needed for that job • You'ugot to 
appfy tor this jo(). It's got }t()ur name 
writren aU Ol;U it. 

h:~vo/$CIO your n:llnQ in lights trtforma/ 
to be famous for your work in film. 
theatre. music etc.. • She o.t:Upted the Jew 
badly-paid roles she was of)itred and 
rontinued to dream of ~nc her name in 
lights. 

I can't put a name to herlhlm. 
something that you say when you cannot 
remember someone's nrune • 1 oon 
picuuq his~ exactl.)J bm I ctm't put a 
name to him. 
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In all but name 
if a situation exists in all but name, it 
exists althO\IGh it Is not officially 
described that way • Tlrcj•'d been ltvlng 
toeetJuir tor over ten years. It was a 
marriage In all but name. 

in n.amll!l only 
if something exist:! in name only, it is 
offlc!Dlly described In a partlcular wa..v. 
although that desa1pt1on 1s not really 
true • 'l'wo-third.s Qf the PfJPUlation arc 
Catholic. though many are~ innameonl)t 

In the name of sth 
if ~d th incs are done in the name of 
something, they are done in order to help 
that thing succeed • W11en )'OU think 
about tM lllroctttes that have ~n 
rommJtted in the name of relJgtcln, you 
start to UJfmder u.·hat it's all about. 

make a name for yol.U'SCl! ' 
maJte your name 

to beoome famous or respected by alot or 
people • It uxJS wirh his third nouel, 'The 
Dorkesr Hours·. that he made a IIOJTU! for 
himself. 

take sb's name In vatn hwrwrous 
to say someone's name when the)' are not 
there, usually when you are criticizing 
them • Did I hear $()11U!One taktng my 
110.me in r:aln? 

names 
call sb name5 

to use impolite or unpleasant woros to 
describe someone • I was afraid that if I 
u."Ore classes to schoot t11e otlzer kids 
would call rM names. • n•sa good thing he 
didn't hear rrre earl/Q- I was calling htm 
all the names ruttier the sun. <=using a 
lot of impolite words to dcscrlba him) 

n.ame<allins~ • l.f you think about all 
tllat name-calling that coes em in school 
pltf)•grormds, kids can be verycr~l. 

name natnes 

to tell people who is involved in a secret 
or illegal activity • He wouldn't name 
names but has promlsea that th£ 
accusations u.'ilL be tullY investigated. 

narrow 
a narrow oscape 

a situation in which you w~re lucky 

because you just m.·magcd to <wold 
danger or trouble • ne onzy Just got OUl Qf 
tlle r;<thtcle before the whlJl4 thing />Jew up. 
It LOOSa narrow escape. 

nasty 
be a nasty piece of wort< British & 

Au.strallan, InfOrmal 
to be a \'ery un_pleasant person • He's a 
nasty pita Q/ work, ts Carl. rd aootd hun 
t! 1 u.-ere )'OU. 

native 
go native 11umorous 

1f you say that somoone llvtng m a 
foreign country has gone nath•e, you 
mro.n that they have lost some d their 
own character because they have started 
to behave like the people in that country 
• After a month in ERYPI lie u.-em 11attue, 
$ll)(lppiJ18 hts lin611 suit for a patr of wide 
trousers nnd aloou tunic.. 

natural-born 
natural-born Wom1al 

having the oualities and abUitlcs whlch 
you nl!<!d 1n order to be good at doing a 
particular thing • {always before noun) 
Carl was a naturai·I:Jom salesmllll, and 
quickly expandEd the company's u•orld· 
wide sales. 

nature 
~ On) the no~ture of the beast 

1f something unpleasant i.~ ln the nature 
d the beast, it cannot be avoided because 
U Is part of the character of something 
• Relarionshi/J$ alte0'S im'Oiue some 
degree of depentk~~ee. It's tn tile naturt of 
thp. beast. 

let nature take Its cour5e 
to allow someone or something to I ive or 
cUe naturally • By this :titage. her illness 
uoas so severe that the doctors agreed to let 
nature take its course ratllllr than prolcmg 
her suffering. • lVe plant tile seeds in 
springtime and thenjrsst let nature take its 
course. 

navel 
gaze at/contemplate )'Our navel 

humorous 
to spend too much time thinking about 
yourself and your own problems 



Jb Your navel is the small round piece ot 
skin In the middle of your stomach. • I 
read his novel and thought, tlw man'S 
ol>llfously spent far too long 
contemplating /lis own naveL 
naveJ.galng • He's a man Q[ octlon and 
oovel--eazing has rm:er been his style. 

near 
a near miss A 

a situation in wh icll an accident oc 
unpleasant situation almost bappcncd 
anel was onlY Just a\'Oidcd • 1 mar~Q.[Jf!d to 
broke just in timR but tt was a near mts.s. 

be neillr the knudde BritLsh,ltlforfTUll 
if a joke or a remark is near the lmuckle, 
1t is about sex In a way that some people 
fllld offensive • Some ()/ his jcl.·es I&<!Te a 
bil near the ktWCkle and, u~rtun.atezy. I 
was tt~htng tM show with my parents... 

110 nt<Jr ""d yet liO foar 
somcthJng !hat you say which means that 
you have almost achieved something but 
that what you still ha"'e to do ln order to 
achieve it is ''E!TY difficult or impossible 
• I'Ve only got~ last diopter tc wrile but 
it's lllkiTIIJ /onrJe~: So n«v; )Itt so 
agonlslngly far. 

nearest 
your M arest and de a at humorous 

your fanuly • Whm Pf!Oplt a~ stri!SStd aJ 
l.£'()rl;, they tmd to go hoTM tmd take ft ouJ 
Oil thar 1U'tJ rest and dearest. 

nearly 
near1y fall oH )-our chai r 

to be very surprised about something 
• When my mother told me she was Jteltit18 
rtmamtd Inearl)'/elloff 111)'chalr. 

necessary 
• nec.sswy evn 

something that you do not like but which 
}IOU know must exist ur happen • He 
consrden taxes a rucessory evrl. 

necessity 
Nec:esslty Is the mother of Invention. 

a;omethlng that )'OU say whlch means that 
if you want to do someth.LI\B \'Eiry much 
you will think of a we:y to do it • lVe can't 
oJJbrd ex.pensioe pa~r to paint on so ~ 

neck 

use old 01velopes and new$JXJpu: Th.ty do 
say necessity tswmotherof mutnrlcn. 

neck 
ned~ and neck 

it two people whoarocompetlng an neck 
and neck. they are \'ery close and either 
d them could ,..,;n • (often+ witb).Recent 
polh show tilt Republicans almost ntck 
and n«k wllh tJul Dem()Crcutc Party. 

necJc of the woods i~Vormal 
area of the OOWltry • I'm surpn.S«J to ste 
.)'OU In this n«k of the woods. Wlwt brlrtgs 
)'OU hert? • Thv-t's 1W settnU)• like tills ln 
)'our n«k 0/ the uwcts. Is then! 

be up to ~'OUr ned~ in sth 
1 to be vecy busy • Right now I'm up to my 

mc:k ill UJCrlr. 
2 to be in a difncult or unpleasant situation 

• lre'spaidprocrkxlll)l nolhlngand m'sup 
tc his neck in debt. 

.. • ... dalllft sb"s Melt 
to Par ~ ckiM ...... lit ,..,. 
••·•~ does In a *t1 1M&. t1Sn0f1 or 
w aiiq;thln • a~llfllil;ll ,_., 1o Ullrlc 
aflh ll 60S$ .,.,.. ,...,.., ...... 
.atfi'W.,.,.timl. ;...... _______ _. 

get It In the neck British &Australian. 
iriformal 
to be punished or crltJclzed for 
somcthl.ng that )'OU have done • It alwa)'s 
$H.1TIS to be the chairman()/ these football 
dubs who casU in tile n«.k wlwn the t€tlm 
doosbadzy. 

rll wring your neck! itl[ormol 
something that you SIIY when you arc 
very angry with someone • I'll u;rlf18 his 
n«Jc if he tU>es u again. • 1 rou/d wrln.g hls 
Mrl,Ifed Sf> annoyed with him. 

put )'Our neck on the l ine 
to do something that you know mjghr fail 
and spoil other people's oplniond you or 
cause you kl lose money • Then's a lot qf 
money at stake l1cn: and none of the 
direclors wants to put his neck on the line. 
• No one IL'ants tc Pill their neck on the line 
and predict an outcome. 

risk your neck 
to do something \'ery dangerous • I'm not 
l(Oing to risk my neck climbing o1.;u a 
twentyfoot wa/JI 
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Silve sb's nec:k 
to l}t'e\'ellt something bad from 
happening to someone • You rt?a /Jy sat:«~ 
m>• neck. I'd hUtVl bf!en l.n so ITlllCh trouble 
If you'd told him the troth. 

stick )'OUr neck out 
to gi~'l! an opinion which otheT people 
ma..v not like oT which other people are 
frightened to gl\'C • I'm comg to stick nl)' 
mel; out and predict a Republican c:ic:tory. 
• He's netw been oj'rotd of sticking his 
ntckout. 

need 
I don't need this I informal 

something that you say when you are 
annoyed because something Is causing 
you a lot of trouble • And tJ~e ~~eXt tflftlll 
that happens ts the printer stops wtJrkfng 
and I'm thinking, I don't need this! 

That's a ll you need! 
something Ulat rou ~· to show your 
angel' when something happens whlch 
will cause you problems when you 
already hm-e other Pt-oblems • A train 
Slrlkt. That's all 1 11e.."d.' • Her s011 IIXlS 

al7'1!$(ed>•tsterdczy? Poor Brenda, thot'salt 
she needs al the moment! 

needle 
be lfkelooking for a needle In a 

haystacl< 
to bo di.Llknlt or tmpossible to find • I 
don't knowhow you find anything in your 
desk, Pol(y. It's like looking/Or a needh in 
a ha)•srock. 

needs 
needs must 

romething that.J"'UsS}· which means that 
)'OU will do something only because it is 
necessary • 1 really don't/td like cocking 
jbr all these peopl2 tonight but needs must. 

Who needs ltlthcm ? iliformal 
something that you say which means lbat 
you think something causes trouble 
• Strcs.'f. who needs ill • Men, who n«ds 
them anyu:ay1 

neither 
neither here nor there 

if a fact is neither here nor there, it 1s not 
important • lVllelher lhey go or not ts 

nt?tcher fu:re 1101 UU!Ie u:s fut as I'm 
con~ 

bo nolthor ono thing nor tho oth~ 
lf >~ll say that something ls ru!lthoc one 
thing nor the other. }'OU tltl.nk It 1s bad 
because it is a mixture of two different 
thlng.~ that do not combine well together 
• I prtfcr a book to be eithu ftu;t or /ICtion 
this ane's neither one thing nor the other. 

nelly 
Not on yoUf' nelly! Brilish & Austral ran, 

old-faslllooed 
something tl1at you say Jn order to toll 
someone that you will not do something 
• 'Perhaps yor1 could tc.A~ Phil withY<nl to 
tJ~e parry,' '1\'ot on your ndly.'' 

nerve 
hitftouc:t. a (raw) nerve ), 

to upset someone by talking about a 
particular subject • l thinF; 1 hit a nerve 
with fTij' t'Ornments about di~X»U. • She 
sudden(» waked dist~ and I /mew I'd 
umclll!.d a f'(W) rw·ve.. 

strain evory nerve 
to try extremely hard to do so.mething • I 
was straining every nen:e to catch what 
tlley were saying bur they were sitting just 
a bU roo far away from m~. 

nerves 
nerves of steel \( 

if so.meone has ner.-es of steel, they are 
very brave • l'im'd have to have ne.rues qf 
st«l to ptey In front of a crowd thts stu. 

a battle/war of nerves 
a s ituation in which two rompeti.ng 
group~> c:K people try ro (lefeat each other 
by frightening and threatening each 
other withow taking action • T11is has 
become a baJtk qf nert•es wltllneltl.cr side 
s..">Cmins willing to back down. 

boa bundle of nerves British. AITU!r lcan 
& AuSt!'allan, informal 

bi! a bag of nerves British. informal 
to be very nervous • You Sl1ou ld ha1..-e Sii!Tl 

me befo~ the Interview. 1 was a bundle Q[ 
nen.'l!$. 

get/gnlte oa sits nerwe• tlffonnol 
to annoy someone. C!llllClclaU.V by doing 
something apia and again • Tf we~ 
tw much time ,_hu u. end up 6fttiltg 
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on eocl1 other'$ nerves. • 1'he. teltphOllll 
hadn ., ~ptd ringing all mornt11g cmd It 
LCQ$Jtnrting tQ cro~ on my rwrt..:s. 

five on YOW" nerves BriliSh & AUSlralian 
to always be ver:v anxious • Slte doesn't 
slup or ea.l Z0€11. I ge.t 1M jileling slul's 
ret:zlly living on her nert•es.. 

nest 
a 1WH099 

an amount of money that you h.a\'e saved 
• &gular lnt-estnwlt of small at110unts of 
money iS an ex~llent way of building a 
lli!Stc[{H. 

flyneave the nest 
to lee:ve y¢\Jr parents' hnmP for the fintt 
time in order to live somewhere else 
• Once tile kids have allfumm 1~ 11€St u:c 
might sell thts house and mot-e somnt.Jl!en 
smaller. 

net 
cast yoor net widelwider )( 

to think about a lBJ"ge number of thingS 
or people when choosing the thing or 
person that YOU want • ll we don't gel 
tMJI)' t,tterestlng candidates thts lime 
round we may have to cast our net a llttU 
wider. 

slip through the net X 
to not be caught or d~alt with by the 
t-")·stem that should be catching or dealing 
Witll YOU • Tlu! Sj'Stem fs jailing and 
mental paliellts who badly rl.eed help an 
still stlpptng throuall the neL • Inrux:ent 
peep~ hove been falsely C011r:Jicted wllik 
the guilty ones nuzy be slippillg through 
the net. 

nettle 
grasp the nettle Britis/1 &Australian v 

to take action immediately in order to 
deal with an unple8Sant situation 1::J A 
nettle is a plant which can sting if you 
touch it . • r~~ ~n puuina Q/1 tackling 
the problem for roo lonx a11d I think il's 
lime to gra..~p the mttk. 

never 
Never say die. 

something U!.al you sa)' which m~.1ns that 
you should not accept that you have 
failed whil~ there is still a chance that 

you may succeed • Til ere a~ stifl a c.oupte 
Q/ Job agencU5 that you llaCJtn't rrUd. 
Nuw sa,. die. 

never-neve r 
a never·never land 

an Imaginary place whE!re everytlling ls 
perfect in a Wl\Y that it is not Ill the real 
world • Tlll!fllm IS set In a pn:owar Ent;lisll 
never-r1cuer Jond Qf roses and sunru• dco•s. 

on th" nover-neve r IJritiS/1, humQrous 
It )'OU bu.)' soml!thlng on the nc\•er·ne~t"CI: 
you pay fbr it in regular. small amoW1t:s 
over a petiod of tinle • B«Y somcthint: on 
the ltet>er-net'l!r and you end up peyinK 
twice as much. 

new 
new blood 

new people in an organization who wnl 
pro..,idc 11cw ideas and energy • It's time 
wt ll'l}et:Ud sc1mt new bl«xl 1"nlo tillS 
organization. 

anewbroom 
a new leader of an organization who 
makes a lot of changes and 
improvements • 'L1t.ert lOOS a ftellng that 
Whit~ had been in charge long enough and 
lhat whalluas TU!I.'fkd was a new broom. 

a New Man British & AuslraJjan 

a man who s bows h is belief in the 
eQUalit}• of the sexes by helping his 
partner with thecaro of the children and 
by sharing the work lh.at needs to be done 
in the house • I bet .)'OU Chris dot:$ at least 
half cf the cooking and the housework. 
He's tx:ry =h a NI!JJ) Man. 

the new kid on the block American & 
Australien, WomKll 
SOtlle(j}C who ls new in a place or 
organization and has many t1J.ings to 
learn about it • Re:Diizing 1 was tlu! Mw 

kid on the block in tllis job, I was 
determmed (J) prove myself, 
~ M W to tho game 

to tack any experience of a particular 
activity • Pd never im~<rvieu:ed ali)'One on 
ti'.levisian Wore. I was new (J) tJw game 
and nuded all the adoia 1 could get. 

break new g round 
1 to do something that ls diffcrcm to 

anything that has been done before 
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• we·re t>re.a1WV? new grouna m telwiswn 
comc4.l\ >tlu'll never have Sf!f!n arzythitzg 
like this before. 
ground·brelltking • (always before noun) 
It u:as wilh hu grozmd-bn!tlking. all­
women prodl.ICttcn of Hamlet that she 
really established heself. 

2 to discover new information about a 
sub,i€ct • So arc scie~ists breaking tl€w 
ground fn thl:lr quest U> discover wlwt 
causes the disease? 
ground-breaking • (always before noun) 
This r»mpan)• has produced some I{I'OUnd· 
brooking re.stareh. 

g ive sb a new lease of life DriUsh & 
IWslralian 

give sb a new lease on life American 
if something gives someone a new lease 
of life. lt m.."'kes them happy ot· hcaltby 
and gives them new energy nfte.r a perlod 
of illness or sadness • The operation was 
such a success- li really has giL'en her a 
new l~ of life. 

give sth a new lease of ltfe X 
to tmprove something that was old or old­
fashioned so that it works better or looks 
better • I'L~ had th.at blue sofa n<Ouered 
Oild il'srooll>•RiL'en ita new I«<scQ/ Life. 

That's a n• w one on mtt! illfonncl 
something that ~u say when someone 
has just told you about a surprising fact 
or idea that you have never heard before 
• And J.'OU eaJ chl!t!se and peanut butter 
together? That's a new one on 1'1U!! 

·tum over a new leaf 
to start behaving in a better v;ay 
• Apparently, ht's t.urru.>d Ol)(!r a new ~ 
and he's not drinktn.g an;v more. 

news 
No news Is good news. 

somcthiug that you say when you have 
not spoken to someone or lleard any 
information about them and you are 
hoping that this is because nothing bad 
has happened to them • 1 haven't htard 
from Johnny for over a week now but 1 
suppose no news is good news. 

That'' news to me. 
something that you say to someone when 
they have just told you a pie<:e of 

information that surprises you • .And 11e 
rold >'OLt he did a lot Q/ cooking, did M 
lVell, th.at 's n.ews to me.. 

nice 
Nice one! British& Allslra.//an. informal 

somQthtng that you say when you have 
juSt heard that someone has done 
something which you think i..<; good 
• 'Graham's brought some cllampagne 
a Tong to nwrk the occasion. • 'Oh, nice one, 
Graham!' 

Nice w ork If you can get itt 
something that you \illY when )'OU s:re 
talking about a \~.<IS" of earning money 
casU.v that you would do if you had the 
opportunity • Top soap opera stars are 
paid around £2,000 an episode. Nia u;orlr 

if J'OU am get iz! 
a nlco llttlo eam• r British & Australian, 

i1ifonnal )( 
something s uch jjS a job or a business 
that allows you to earn a lot of money 
• TJUJJ liXIltressinc Job's a nice Ultle 
rorne.r. 

be as nlc. a$ pie informa! 
1f someone Is nl~ as pic. they are 
friendly w you when you are expecting 
them not to be • I came in this morninc 
ex]XICling him to beftffwus willt w. and lu! 
liXlS nice as pie. 

nick 
in the nick of time ..,;( 

at the last PQSoSible moment ~A nick is 
a mark OJl a stick which was used in the 
past to measure time. • \Ve got thf.re]ust 
in the nick of tlmt. A mtnu12 larer and 
she'd have left. 

nickel 
nkkel-end.dlme Anl€riclm. i.n/ornl(l/ ~ 

very ordinary and not important 
d::J Nickels and dlmos are American 
coins which are very low in value. 
• (alwass before ooun) w~ drotJe along 
past d~l!rled gas statioTL~ and nlck£1-and­
dimuliners. 

nickel and dime sb American, illformal 
to charge someone small amom\ls of 
ltl£)1le:y fot• something. often as an extra 
payment • 1 hare being nickeled and 
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d~ by hOlelsfor loccl Ulephone calls ­
they already charge J'Otl so mucJl /Or tJw 
room. 

night 
a n ight owl 

someone who often g<X's to bed lat~ 
because they prefer to do thJngs at night 
• A night owl from hls youth. lie ts rarelY 
in bed bqfon 1 o Clock. 

nine 
n ine t l rYMtS out of tlltn Y 

almost always • Nilw times our Q/ u:n 
wlum you're dreadinR an. occasion il tuniS 
out to be perfectly a II rleht. 

go tho whole nino yards American, 
informal 
to continue doing something dangerous 
or difficult until it i.~ finished • The 
WMther wa.~ terrible but I wanU!d ta to the 
wholll nhw yards and gel 10 the top qf til~ 

mountnin. 

the wholo nine yards Amcrtcan, lrifurmal 
the whole of something. l.ncludln8 
everything that Is connected with It 
• When I eat Mf!XIcan fOOd, I l ike to have 
fajiln$, bean dip, guocamtJie - the whole 
nine yards. 

ninepins 
go downHaJJ l ike nlnoplns Driti$11, old· 

fa.shioned 
to be Injured. or to fall ln large numbers 
lb Ninep ins as a game ln which you try 
to make bottle-shaped objects faU by 
rolllng a ball at them. • (usually in 
conunuous tenses) I've never se>e11 so 
many pJG.>'h"S InJured. They u,~rt going 
down like ninepins. 

nip 
a n ip In the o lr 

if there is a nip in lhe air, the air is cold 
• There's quite a nip i1l the air. I tlllnk 
you'll need your jacket on. 

• n ip and (a) tude 
1 Amuican a medical operation to improve 

Ute appearance of }'OUr face • I don't 
thi11k Jo'Oil cculd look like tlult at her age 
wlthouta liltle nip and tuck. 

2 Am~rlcan small changes or reductions 
made 1n order to improve something • A 
nip and a tuck in t.heir houuhold budget 
would give them the extra money they 

nm. 
be nip and tuck American. informal 

if two people who are <X>mpeting are n ip 
and t\tck. they have almost the same 
number of points and either of them 
could win • ThR.re'snosa)•ingwho'sgoi11g 
ro win this game. It's been nip and t.udr all 
thti.IIO)\ 

nitty-gritty 
the nitty-gritty X 

the most hasic and important facts of 
somcthins: • "~didn't actually Ct!l down 
to the n ltt:rgritty (= start to talk about 
the most impQrtant facts) until half WO)' 

through the meeting. 

no 
no dice AltW'Ican & Australtan, ill[ormal 
no soap American 

something that you sas in order to refuse 
a request or to mak~clear that something 
is not possible • 'Can you len4 ~ Wl 

dollars?' 'Som~ no dice -1 don't hm-e any 
mbll~· with ~- • • "~ were looking fur a 
house w rent on tl¥ isllmd but It UtQS no 
soap. 

no end irifonnal 
very much • Jack's vi$it cheered me up liD 

tnd. 
no end of sth irl[ormal a lot of 
something • We've had 110 end Q/ 
proble/Tl$11/itll the U"Clshing machine. 

No fearl British & Australian, Informal 
something that you say in order to 
emphasize that you do not want to do 
SOIUQthinB • 'So 01"4? you comins c.amping 
with rlS this weekend?' 'No fCilr! 1 hate 
camp/n,g.l' 

novo mformal 
something that you ~ wllen something 
is not going to ha,ppen • Wt were supposed 
to be going to Ann's for 1M uwkend bur 
it 's no go IJ«aU#Q{ tlleUJ«Jtller. 

no matter slight~ fOrmal 
something that )'OU say which means that 
a problem i.s not important • IJ's rolntng. 
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buJ no molt& I'll take the d{)g f or a walk 
acyu'4)~ 

no messing British, if!formal 
soruothing tll3.t you say '•hlch means you 
have done something in a wry complete 
way • 'I ordered a gla.,<:$ qf white wine but I 
so;c Ian's brought a uViolt! botll.c. ' 'Yeah, no 
messing.' 

No sweatJ Informal 
something that ynu say whwh means th!it 
)~ am do ,;omething easily • 'Da you 

think you'll be able to manoge all tfwse 
boxesy oursc.(f?' 'H•.ah, 110SIL'fat !' 

llowayl 
t II!IQnnal SOIIIething that~ say lD order 

to make very dnr that )mar BDS\\"tr to a 
QUestion Is 'no' • 'lfmJe J)Ou pa/Afjbr the 
rtP<iir>'Cl!' 'NoUQJ~!Nol until ~larowfor 
sure that ihe rotnPUitr is «<UQ/ly 

uorlt~ '•· ----------------------2 lrlfurma l sut11Cth.1U1; that you say when 
someone says somcthll\i that 1s ' 'ocy 
6\lrprising • 'Hey, I saw Ellie out with 
Andrew lnst nighL · 'No u;2y!' 

and no messing British. informal 
without 811,)' difficulties • She did the 
entire job in under an hour and no 
messing. 

be no )alee 
lf a slmanon 1s no joh>,llls \~ry serious 
or very dlll'icult • 'l7ldl are 111» qf us 
lllre..tT>'fng to do the liSt Of jburptOpk­
U'$no jolil. 

be no picnic X 
ira situation or acti\ity is no picnic, it is 
unpleasant or ditTJCult • Bringing up four 
ch iJdrcn m your OCC'11 is lUI picnic, I wn ~u 
you. 

In next to no time iliformal 
in no time (at all) /Jiformal 

if something havpens or is done in no 
time. It h<lm>ens or Is done cxtromel:Y 
quickly o ft'sonlyanothermt~orso.. l~~·a 

bt there in next to no time.. • He had !.he 
/ood ready en no time.. 

not take no for an answer 
if somt'Onc will not talre no for-an answe~ 
they oontlnue asklng for something 
although their request has already been 
refused • I've told her again and again 

thot you 're too busy UJ see her: but she 
won't take no for an answu: 

nobody 
like nobodys business informal 

wryquickly orveryweU • Wecetthrou&h 
butter in our house liJ.--e nobody'$ bU3iness. 
o She cocks liM nobody's business. (=she 
cooks very well) 

nod 
A nod's as good as a wink. Drltish & 

Australiall, humorous 
something that you say when you ha\re 
understood what was mt'ant by 
somctlling although it was not ex-pressed 
tu a dlrett wa.v • I Juww when I'm nor 
wanted. so don'ttry to say cmything more­
a nod's as good as a wink. 

A nod Is a movement ot the head 
which shows you want to say 'yes'. It is 
used in the followins phrases 
coruwcted with SJ,>reeing to something. 

g ive sb the nod BrlJish & Al.l.strolia.n, 
informal 
to gi.ve someone permission to do 
something • We're just waiting for the 
COW!Cil w gfz~ us the nod then we'll start 
buildlng. 
get the nod British & Australian, 
Informal to get permiSSion to do 
something • It remafns to be ~n u•hich 
sclumre will get the nod. 

on tho nod British & Austrofia.n, i rlfbrmal 
if a suggestion is asreed to on the nod, it 
is accepted without discussion • Tilt 
Srock EXcJI(JIIge clearly hopes tiles€ 
proposals will go through on the nod. 

noise 
make a noJ5e about sth 

to com plain a lot about somethil\g o f/ 
you dbn't make a rrol!se about thtngs, 
nothing gtls chang~>cl. 

noises 
make noises 

to talk ah>ut somethl.nt: that you m ight 
do, but not 1n a deta1led. or certain way 
• Sh<"s been mak ing noises about going 
back w college. 
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no-no 
be a no-no 

if something that someone does is a no­
no, people do not tllillk it is an acreptable 
wa,y ol ~having • Spanklfll children ls tJ 

n~>-no these da,;'S. 

non sequit.ur 
a non sequitur 

a statement which does not seem to be 
conn~ with what haS just been S81d 

• 'Have )'OU arrongtd j()r us to uisit 
• teen? 1 osk«<. 'But I thoughJ you Wt're 
coming by trofn'. safd Gwen, fn u:hat 
~mwa comPlete non sequitur. 

nook 
owry nook and cranny 

every part of a place • Thts house ts wllert 
I 8reW up_ 1 know evtry ~ok and crannY 
of it. 
nooks and crannies • I du.st~td tile ltvln.il 
room reol(y t/!Qroushly, moldns :mre I lfO« 

into all the nooks and crannies. 

nose 
nose to t.;aii Brltlsh 

1f cars that are moving arc nose to taU, 
they are very close to each other, one 
behind the other • Tmtfic IS nos~ to tail on 
tiU?tast-bollndsectlcnof rheM62. 

byanose )( 
if a person or animal "ins a race or 
competition bY a nose, theY win 1t by only 
very little • My horse won but onlyll)l a 
nose.Infoct.l.l waso wryexcUlltgftnlsh.. 

cut off your nose to spite your face 
to do something beeause you are an~:n: 
even 1f lt \\111 cause trouble for you • "l'he 
next tltM he treats me like tllot. l 'm just 
(lOblg to qul.l my job. · 'Isn't that a btl Uke 
cutJing Q/f >'Our nose to spire your faa!' 

follow your no5e 
1 to make decisions by thJnk.lng of how 

}'OU feel about somcono ot· somethlne 
Instead of finding out infbrmation about 
tMm • As far as recruitment is concerned, 
I ten.d to follow my nose.! mtetscmronefor 
an informal inttrvuw and Slt if I like 
tl1em. 

2 lrifOrmaJ 1f ~omeonc tei.IE you to follow 
)'OUr nose when they are e),l)latnlne bow 
to go to a place, they aro telllng you to 

continue in the same direction • Take the 
first en >-'Our right andfoll.om your riOS'P. 

get .. sh ... iloleBrltl$h &Australian. 
/rffmnal 
toanooysemeane •lt"sthtU~~tVIwfollou1s 
~Mtuound ~ -11/l& r~hJ 11p 

mJ' ~ • 'lb be /wne:sl,lpn/w not to hoot 
IDdlal witll ba; S/te~*J 1'10$& 

have your nose In a book 
to be reading • .II()• daugh.Ur reads all the 
time. She's always cot her nose in a book. 

ttaw a noso (round} Rritish & Australian. 
iliformal 
to look arolmd a place • He l([t the room 
for a ftw mllt1Jf€S so I thought I'd hat-e a 
nose round. 

have a nose for sth Informal 
to be good at finding a partLcular kind of 
thing • Lik4 any good news~per 

joumal!st, she~ a nose/or a good story. 
• He's alwaysjindi.ng thiT!QS fn the sales. 
Heseem.s tohau11a no$P.fora bargain. 

ket!'p your nose dean 
to avoid getting into trouble or doing 
anything illegal • J"d only been out of 
pri.$cn three nwnt.hs so I was trying to keep 
my nose clean. 

k"P }'t>Ur nose out of sth informal 
to not become involved in other peo])le's 
actiVities ar rclationshivs • Whal goes on 
~n m€ and Pue ts ncne of Mr 
business scshecan keep her bl,g nose out of 
Il! 

keep your nose to the grindstone 
to continue to work very hard, without 
stopping • l'r,Y! only cot six weeks Wore 
my ~ sron sc I'm rryu~g U> 1\«p my 
nose U> thegrindsrcne. 

lead sb by t11e nose "" 
to con trol ~<Jmcone and makll them do 
el\.llctly wh:at you want them to do 
~ Cows are often led by a ring which 
bas been put through their noso. 
• (usually passlv~) 1'hey simply didn't 
know what they were doing and thzy 1~-ere 
led by the nose llJI a manipulaifl.'t 
f:OuerTJJ71eTll. 

look down }'()ur noso at sthlsb irl{ormal 
to thlllk Olat someone ls lt'ss Important 
tha.u you or that sontethiD.g is not good 
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enough for you • I all/Xlys felt that shl! 
looked down her nose ar us because 1.11e 

spoke with strong acctnts and hadn't b;;vm 
to college. 

on the nose mamzy Amerfcan Y 
exactly right. often au exact amount a 
money or time • I{~ arrived aJ thre£ 
o"cJQCkon thllnMe. • Harrle.o;pripticnQ{ the 
pley really II it it 0 11 rile noS€. 

pay through the nose lnjomzal \. 
to pay too much fot· som!!thing • (usually 
+ for) If }YJU walll a decent wim in a 
restaurant. }'Oil have to ~· through the 
110$efor tt. 

polcelstidc yoor nose Into sth &dbrmal 
to show too much lntere!t in a situation 
that does not involve )'nu • 1'Juu'll teadt 
him lo l.'tl poking hi'$ no$11 int/1 otlll!l' 
prople'sbu~ 

powder your nose lwmorou.~ 
if a woman S;:I,)'S she 1s ROinR to powder 
hQl' nose, she 1neans she ls gomg to go to 
the toilet • ~\HI, if )•uu'll excuse me a 
moment, I'm going to PQW(Ier m.v nos.e. 

put sb's nose out of joint Informal 
to upset or annoy someon~ • Martin 
,-ifUSlld to let her C'hair the meeting which 
rather Pf,lt her nose out of joint. 

rub sb's nose in it Informal 
rub sb's nose In tile d irt informal 

to say or do something which makes 
somoone r emember that tlley have failed 
• I didn't tdJ /lim I'd stcriRd another 
rtlat!orlShJp. I didn't want to rub Ius ncse 
Jn ft. 

thUmb your noso at sth/sb 
to show that you do not ~pect rules, 
laws, or pow!irlul people or org~atioru; 
• The actm; ln afurtller attempt t(J tlwmh 
Iris ncse at Hotlyrtwd. d11i:JiMd ro acoept 
the award. 

ta.wn your,.,.. up lltfonnal 
to not ac<:c.pt somCitblr!s beam SA )'OU c1o 
not think il ill {lood enough for you 
• tusuallY + au lie Wrll.fd :httJ rlbae up Ol 
111,.'1 offtJT of $OL!P attd sa1d he wanted a 

I. 
Ulldor sb's nos. 

l.f wm~thlng bad happens under your 
n~. it happons very close to )'OU but )'OU 

do not notice it • I'm arruJ.zed IJUII lt was 
going on rlgl!l wui.er his nose all that 
while and he didn't realize. 

with your nose in the air 
behaving as if you think you are better 
than other people and do not want to 
speak to them • I quiteo.[te~l sec him in the 
.stJ'Wt a11d he olwa.>•s walks past with his 
nose in the air. 
have yom· noso in tho aw • Eve.ry inch 
the aristocrat he alw(JJ'S llos his rwse Jn 
theolr. 

no~show 

a no•show 
1 somrone who does not arri\'e at a placa 

where they are expecre.<i • The disgrac:cd 
Senator was a no· show at bothe1,-ents. 

2 the action of not arriving somewhere 
where you~ expeeted • The crmcert was 
called <Jf! because of a rw·sl10w by the 
band. 

nosy 
a nosy/nosey parker British &AuStralian, 

informal > 
someone who is too interested in finding 
out information about other people • Tell 
him to mind flis own busine..~ tile nosy 
parker! 

not 
be not on 

I! )o'OU say that beha,·ing 1n a particular 
Y.'tly J.S not on, you mean that lt is not 
right and poople should not do it • l't•e 
told her that bringing crouds of friends 
homeeveryecening Lo;n•ton. • It's notoo to 
expect other poople w clear up }'OUr mess. 

notes 
compar.·notos 

11' t'wVO people cornpal'c notes. they tell 
each other what they think about 
something tbar they have both done 
• We'd had the same boyfriRnd at dlf.,£erent 
times in our life so it uru quiZ€ tnumtlng 
tocompa~ nous. 

nothing 
nothing dauntodBritish & ilJ.lS!ralian. 

formal 
if you continue to do something, nothing 
daunted, you are not worried about 
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problems you hav~ with k • I've had throe 
lttters of r((/!JSal but, noth.tng daunt~. 
I'm writing a fourth applicatum. 

Nothing doing. Informal 
something that )'OU say in ord€r to teiJ 
someone that you refuse to do something 
• 'Will ycu toke us. tJu"'n?' 'l'uc tclJi you, 
rwtJiiTIIJ doing. ' 

Nothing venturec:L nothing g>~ined. 
something that >·ou.~· 1Aruthmeans that 
it is necessary to take rl:sks ln order to 
achiC'\>e something • lV. h·ied to mDkL 

ielevlsum progromm~ that uocre new and 
different, and we u:ere11't olU!a.)•s 
su~ul. but TIIJthlng l:tnwred, nothing 
gained. 

be nothing short of (astonishing/ 
m iraculous etc.) 
to be totally astonishing, miraculous. etc. 
• His achiew.m.ents as a POlitical reformer 
hauc lx!<m nnthinc shorl of miraculous. 

here goes nothing American & 
Australian. Informal 
something that you say just befOre }'OU do 
something that you think will not be 
successful • ~u. hue goes rwthing - Jet's 

~If 1 can pass the driuing rest. 
like nothing on earth ...k-

very strange • 1 don't A.Tiow wha/ 
instnmuml.s they play but It $CUnds like 
Mlhingon earth. 

stop at nothing 
to be willing to do anything in order to 
achieve something. even if it is 
dangerous or harms other people • (often 
+ to do sth) .She:S one Qj tllose pecphl who 
s~ herself a goal and then she'll stop at 
Mthfr~Jt tc achkl-~ it. 

Th«e's nothing to it. informal 
something that you say in order to tell 
someone that something Is very easy to 
do • '/ heard rollerblading was really 
dif[u:ult.' 'Nah. thue's nothing to it..' 

think nothing of doingsth 
if you think nothing of cloing something 
that other people imd difficult. you do it 
very ea.~ily • He's so fit. He'd think 
nothing Q/ running un miles before 
breaJ.;fcst. 

notice 
...ak@ sb sit up and tak@ notit@ 

ro make someone suddenly notice 
something and bec<lme int.erested in it 
• (often + of) Tlwt was the ri!Cord that 
made mt sit up and take nolle€ of l'MJ 
HanTWn. 

nouveau riche 
the nouveau riche- X. 

people who have become rich ~tty 
and who buy expensive things in order to 
show JJeople hQw much money they have 
• Lie is Oil€ of rhr. country's nouveau riche 
who hwe made /Orttmes in shipping, 
hotels. and real estate. 
nouveau riche • Sh£ rt,/'IJsed tc live in 
Beuerly Hills which she considered far roo 
nOUIJe(Ul riclw. 

now 
lt'l now or novctr. Y 

somethin8 that you say whicll means tllat 
you must do somcth1nR Inuned.iately 
because you will not get another 
opportunity • As she u;a.s leaving I 
tiwught, it's IWW or mt-'f!L So I just ttlf!llt 
up lJJ her and asl.-ed her out. 

nth 
to the nth~,... >( 

as much or as far as possible • WhatiflJid 
JS t hat Ji'CU can follow 111$1rt.ldion..~ tc the 
nth clegnearuJstillget il wrOflll. 

number 
Sb's num!)er is up tnformal 

If som'lOne's numbel' Is up, they al."e 

going to die or to suffer • Thi.s car came 
hurtling tou.oards me and 1 thought nzy 
number was up. 

numbor one in{omwl 
the most important pQl'Son. espcclally 
when you think this is yourS€lt and you 
do not C3re about anyone else • Ha.lf of 
me thinks 1 should just look out f or 
number one and not git.--e a damn about 
ari.JtOlw else. 

a numbt!r cruncher humtlro!JS 
1 someonll whose job ls to work with 

numbe1-s and mathematics • She may not 
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looklikea numbercruncmr but she'switlz 
a big}U'm of accoontant.s. 
number aunchlng • Slu!'s useless wil/1 
f~~:ures- it ·s her aS~>'1Stanl who does aiJ tJte 
numbercrunclzingJor lzcr. 

2 a computer lhat Is able to solve 
<XJmplicated problem.~ of math~matics 
• Tlu! Ul.evfsion brootk.ast~ will US4! thcir 
number crunchers on electlcn nJght to tr:y 
and forecast there.suiL 

do a number on sb 
to treat somoone very badly or unfairlY 
• I'm not Sllrprised Caroline dct.sn't llke 
him. He r~UJily did a number on her a1 

worn. 
havo sb's number iliformal 

to know rlut someone is crying to do 
something bac\ and therefore be able to 
deal with !hom • I'm not worried abow 
Tayler. PQe got his number and 1 know 
~t•hat toexp«t. 

numbers 

a numbers game 
the use of numbers to represent facts in 
an argument. especially when it makes 
people hellev~ things that are not true 
• It's just a numbers game and ei.JU):one 
~ ir. You manipulaJP th~ statistics till 
tluzy suil your argwtumt. 

nut 

be off >'OUI' nut informal 
to be cnu:}' • You can't do that! An you Qj)' 
)OOr nut or what? 

do your nut British &Australian, informal 
to become ex"tremely lll1gt'Y • lf she 1uJs to 
walk/rom the sii:Uicn again she'll do htr 
nuL 

a hard/tough nut 

someone who is difficult to deal with 
bec..1.use tOO}' are unpleasant or very 
detennined to get what the)' want 
• Pet>ple don't tmd to mess with Sue. Sht's 
atoushnut. 

a hard/tough nut to crack ~ 

a diffieult problllm to solw • A company 
whose product has sold u.tt!ll fn the Stales 
may fiJ'Id the E!Jropron market a tougher 
nut to crock. 

nuts 
tho nuts and bolts 

the ~"ic. practical details of a job or 
other activity • (often ... of) Lllw sc11ool 
teoches wonderjW theory but It dOI!Sil't 
teacl1 the nuts and boltS of actually 
proctistnR l<wJ. 

can' t dosth for nuts British&Ausrralzan, 
iriformal 
1C someone cannor dosomethlm: for nuts, 
they cannot do it a t all • Roxer hod 
prepared a betJutifuJ mrol? 1 tJwueht )'OU 

said ht couldn'troolrftr nuts. 

nutshell 
inanut.shell 

soruothing tbat }'OU say when )'OU 11.re 
doscrlblnp, somethW, using as few words 
88 JIOSlliblu • KIJrtln tl."ai/J$ tlrem tl) IJl.f 
trltlP7iftl and buy a hous11 allll MIJ(It I.CUIIIS 
tlwm to carry on fU they an 4IUJ that. In o 
twtshcU. is IMPT'Qbkm. • MWI, f{Jput It in 
a ICIU!Iull. av'rt ROinR to h(lve to s.rnrr 
ap.ain. 

nutty 
bo as nutty as a frultcako British & 

Au:straJian.lnfOrmal 
to be cmzy • 'Lvz't she slightly sJrange, your 
aunt? 'Oh. she'sa.s nu~osafrvilcltke. • 



oaks 
Great/Mighty oaks from little acorns 

grow. 
something that you say in order to 
emphasize that a large, successful 
organtzation or plan was very small or 
simple when it began • M/croS()ft, which 
is now the biggest iluUpendent w.ttware 
~mpany in the world, U!CS/ounded in 1975 
b>• }usJ two men. It goes to show th&t groor 
oakS}rom ltule acorns grow. 

oar 
put/stidc your oar in Brlll.fh & .AW:Irollllli. 

lllfonnDI 
w i1avolve yo'IJ1'lll81f' in a ~ or a 
!litualion when other ,PeQple do not want 
YOU to • 1 dot I 't !Cant JaM eomtng to 1M 
rnetlin/( and stft:lllnsr lwr oar irr - st.J 
kniiWS nlllhlng Qb()ut theSilWJllcn. 

oats 
got your oatsBrllish, uerylriformal 

to have sex regularly • (usuallY 1n 
continuous tenses) Dan seems a lot 
happier tlu?se days - I think luJ fTUI.St be 
geJttng his oots. 

occasion 
rue to the oc<Mion 

to s1.~d in dealing with a difficult 
situation • It's TWt eas:;· to pl<Jy your first 
mmch in front qf a crou.td that size but ht! 
certainly rose to the occasion. 

odd / 
the odd manlono out I '-

someone or something tba1 Is different 
from the otherpeopleoc things in a group 
• She was alu:ays til(: odd one our at schcol 
- she didn'l really mix with the other 
children. • I /t!lt like tht odd man out 

off 

yesrerday.l!.'!..'I?T')!one roos warcJJtne football 
t!Xcept me. 

odds 
odds and e.nds British, American & 

Au$1ralian X 
odds and IOds Briti..V! &lwstralian, 

11!/<Jrmal 
a group of small obje(lo; of different 
types which are not '<'eJ:Y valuable or 
important • I eL•eruoollyfound my keys 
bUrled. btn€ath lM odds and ends in tM 
bolt()m Qj my bae. 

against (all) tho odds y 
agaJnstallodds ' '\ 

lf you do or achieve something against 
all U~odds. you doorach.leveitaltho~ 
there were a lot of problems and >'ou 
were not likely to succeed • AGain.~ all 
the odd3, slle conceWed her rvst child at 
1M a~ of S&. - I-I~ struggled ag12lnst tlte 
odds to kfep his business gotng during trw 
r~ion. 

beatodds X 
to tlisag:rec • {often+ with) She's at odds 
with th# nta)'Or OL'U cuts in the 
department's but!get. • (often + over) 
They're ol odds over tlu funding [or the 
project. 
put sb at odds with sb • His uiews on 
Europe put him at odds wtth th<J ri!stof the 
fXJ!:t)\ 

be at odds with .sth 
if one statement or description is at odds 
with another, it is different when it 
should be lhc same • Blake's l.wsion of 
e1.oents was OJ odds with the offiCial pollee 
nport. 

pay ovor tho odds Drltlsh&~mralian 
to pay mot•e fol' somethlng tltan it is 
reaD}' worth • (often + for) It's a nice 
enough CJir but rm S'Ul'e she paid over th£ 
oddsforit. 

off 
off the peg Brtlisll 
off thO hook American & Australian 

lf you buy clothes off the peg, ~roo buy 
them in a standard size from a shop 
t-atller than having them made specially 
for you • If 1 buy troU$(!7'$ off the peg 
they'nallroystooshDrt.. 
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oH-chance 

oathe~ 
if YOUdo~Cbtheolf-duin!.'e,you 
dDJI biei:aille you hQJil JOQ9ill {11M: arJ!Jill 
SOioclft\IDG or~ ~ if lt fS 
wrylll(elf • I don. 'll#lftili IW-uwkS in. 
~.,. ~ butJOIICINild­
on thl! tlfdriJnrL • (ofttn ... tba 
~-~Jflmstan 
pHrtlll UWt on lhi ~­
m/ihlflM ~ JCDrrdQiord; • ~ 
~~f I dOincstll),~llf~Ji'oml\llw 

(In tlw tl/<1ltml:f o.r llfltJnl1 1/dctf:l .., 
B«:JW hlsl.tmatchW~ 

off-colour 
be off-<Oiour British & Australian 
be off-color American & Australian 

to not be feeling as well as usual • H~ Juuf 
flu a couple qf months ago and he's been a 
bit off-co/cur ever since. 

off-colour BriW;I! & Australian 
off-color American & Australian 

off.rolour jokes or remarks are abuut sex 
in a way that some people rmd offensive 
• Scmc 0/ hi$ jnkes were a little off<olour 
and I don't think my grandTXJ.fYlll~ 
particulcriy appre.cimtd them. 

off-the-cuff 
-the cuff 
~off~ remarlt is one that.is • 
~ • C~bOIOre ii.01W) HehiGCiret 
SififWGl Q/f.tTt«ff!T NIJfQI'bWRch.,. 
dttWd. 
off tM aMtf )'W &PoaJr. off tho cult }'OU 

diD It wllbout ~planlic4 What yeas 
say • Shrutmrn~~ lo gillea.spe«:h 

{fiitl:/Uit-O/tflfh;tiJifllllttktlll 

oil 
be no oil painting British & Australian, 

humorous 
if someone is no oil painting, they are not 
attractive • She !UJ.S (ill interesting/ace bur 
she's no oil painlin-/l. 

pour oil o!'l trcx.lb:I4Ht wMers 
to do or say something in order to make 
people stop arguing and become calmer 
• Shewas/urious wMDavefor foTI!£ltinJ? 

h01r blrthd(;l,Y .ro 1 trted to pour oil on 
troubled waters by o/f"lng to take· them. 
both ow/ora meal. 

old 
oldhat X 

if something is oltl hat, lt iS l'\Ot new or 
modem any more • A 24·/wur banking 
sen-ice may se{Jrn old luJ:r in thf. United 
SUztes. but It's srUl tnnovattve tn Europe.. 

Old Nick British & Australian, old· 
fashioned, humorous 
the Devil(:: the enemy or God in the 
Chri.~ian religion) • ln his latestfllm, he 
plays a gambl«r whQ sells his soul to Old 
Nick in return for winning a fortune. 

an old chestnut iriformal 
a subject. idea. or joke wllicb has been 
discussed or repeated so many times that 
It 1s not lntc~'tlns or f\mny any more • T 
vx>nderw wMJJwr tJwre miahl, qftcr all, 
be S()me truth in the old chestnut that one's 
school days are the IUJppkst uf one:S life. 
• Play allows u.s to ndiscQver the child in 
ou~t·es - that old chestnut. 

an old flame 
a person who you had a romantic 
relationship with in the past • 1 bumped 
Into an old flame of :;'Ours in 0)(/0rd on 
Salurda)! 

an old hand 
someone who has done a particular job or 
activity for a long tlme and who can do 1t 
,·ery well • (often + at) She's an old hand 
at 17U7gazines, hauing trained oli 
Cosmopclitan Were. editing Compan)~ 

an old maid old-fashlcned 
an impolite wa~ of re.rerrlng to a woman 
w110 has never marrie<t ~ In the past, 
~roung women who were not married 
were cal.loo malds. • Terrified cf 
bocominK an old maid, sl!e manUd tJw 
first man who mcllelu:r an o.ffer. 

an o ld wivet' tale 
a piece of ad.vioe or an idea which a lot of 
people believed in the oosr but which we 
now know is wrong • IJ's an old colr,"ts' 
tale tllm drinking aloollCJ Wore you go to 
bed helps }'011 sleep. 



the Old Bill Brlrtsh,lrlformal, old· 
fashlortiHJ 
the police • The Old Bill u,Yis round hen>. 
)1-estUdO)t asking WMrt)!'()U were. 

tho old country Am~ric.an & Australian 
the ccnmtry or place where } 'OU or· your 
parent$ were born but do not now live. 
especiallY Em-ope • Pounds,fmncs. liro ­
they're all the sOJne to many Americalls 
tourinG the 11/d COUiltry. 

the old guard Y 
a group of people who have wurited in an 
organization for a lone time and do not 
want it to change • She has tried to resist 
attempts by the old cwrd to holt the 
rtiformprocess. 
old·guard • (always IM!f~M"e noun) ,\.tost 
people in the party want to see tht old· 
grs.o.rd lf.tUimJ!ip replaced. 

the old school tio 
the wzy in which men who have been to 
the ~ame expensive private school help 
each other to flnd good jobs • 'f'he old 
school tie still has enormous por«r In 
man>' City companlts. 

~ as old as Mettwselah 
if someone is as old as l\1ethuselah, they 
are v~ old ID Me~Lalt was a 
character from the Bible who lh'Cd untU 
hewas9S9. • 1 was a young boy at the time 
so to ml' he lookro as old as MnhuSA!lah 
buJ he u;as probably onlp in hi$ sixties. 

be as old as the hills 
if something is as Old 11s the hill'i, it hilS 
existed for a \'Cl'Y long time • Dlfficult 
relationships between parents and 
children are nclhing new: the p!WJiml 's as 
old as the hil.ls. 

for old Umes' ~o 
1f you do something ror old tlme3' sake, 
you do it in order to remember a happy 
t.lme ln the past • Do you wane to hat~ 
lunch togdhtr sometime, just for old 
times' sake? 

of the old school 
if someone is of the old sehooJ., they have 
traditiooal ideas abuut huw to do 
something and they do not aeoept new 
v•ays of doing It • Shl' wa.~ a teacher of the 
old school and belia'ed in sirict disdplJM. 

open/reopen old wouncls 
to mUe tromOOnQ relllQITlbor :m 
unpleasant event or simation that 
happened in the past • Fer ma~U' SlJldltrs 
who sen'ed in Vietnam, the cturent 
(XJ71/licthas roopcnai old WOW'lds. 

You can't toach an o ld dog new trlcks. 
somet.h.tng tbat )'OU say which means it is 
difTtCu\t to make some<>ne change the 
way they do something when they have 
bel!n doing lt the same w;zy for a lmll{ 
t ime • You're ne11't!T going to /tach your 
father at the age of 79 to use a computer. 
You can't teach an nld dog new trlt:*s. yvu 
know. 

old-boy 
the old-boy network 

the way in which men who haw ~n to 
the same eXPensilie school or universlt}' 
h!'lp e:tch othf.r to find good jobs • HF 
admitted lhc uld 00)' rleiiL'Vrk had o11ce 
txisted in tJu ccmpoll'j bUl said tlrar 
thlllRS JuJd cllanxed rww. 

oldest 
the oldest ptOfesslo n (In the world) 

lwmorous 
pro~>'titution (= bl!ing paid to have IM!X) • 1 
bellcuc she nlilde a living in t fr.e oldest 
prQ/ession in the 1001/d. 

the olde10t trick In ~ book 

a way or triclting somoone which is still 
l!!f~Uve although It has been used a lot 
before • It was fM oldest trick in the book­
~ ma11 distn:raed me while another $IOlt 
my wallet. 

olde-worlde 
olde-worlde Brlll.sh & .AJJstrollan 

a place th•t is olde-'A'Orlt1e looks very old 
or has been made to look old in a way that 
~s fah;!! • It's a SU>et!l JUt/a viUat;o,full 
of olde-WQrlde charm. • 1'hcy own a 
drea4[ul olde·worlde ua·shop with jake 
wooden beams and /aceevtrywhere.. 

olive 
hold out/offer an ol ive branch 

to do or SAY $0nlCl~ in order to show 
that you want to end a disagreement with 
somcooo bAn olive branch is 



tr:lditionllll:v 11 symbol nf pe:4ce. • (often ~ 
to) He held ota an olive branch to th~ 
opposiJitm by n!kasing 42 politico/ 
prisO~S. 

an olive bran<h • l'ue i.twited them 
around to dirlliU by WQJ.' of an oli~;-e 
branch. 

omelette 
You GiUI' t ~k• an omelette without 

bruking egg.s. 
something that you say which means it is 
difficult to achieve something important 
wlthout causing any Ullfl)easant effects 
• TweruY jobs will have to be cut if the 
compaey'sgoing to bemademoreqff~eienL 
Rut you can't maJce an omelelie without 
brc:akinc eggs. 

on 
o nand o ff y 
o ff and on 

If something happens on and off during 
a long l:)eriod of time. it happens 
somethnes but not regularly or 
continuously • (often ~ for ) r~ had 
toothache on and Q/! fOr lM past three 
montJo.s. • (Often 1- since) They'~ been 
seeing each other on and off since 
Cllrist.mns. 

be on about in/Orm4l 
1f you ask what a f>erson or a piece of 
wrlt lng ts on about. you want to know 
what they ~an • (alwa}'S negatl\'e or 
used In quostlons) I rood h2r book. but I 
couldn't undl!ntond what It was on about. 
• What are J'Cu on about? r ue paid ym~ 
everythinc I owed! 

be/go on atsb ill[orma/ 
to spoea]{ to someOne again and again to 
contplain abol1t their behaviour or to ask 
them to do something • (often + to do sth) 
She's been onal me to get my haircut. 

on<e 
once and for all ).-

if you do something onoe and for all, you 
flnlsll dotng it so that lt docs not have: to 
be dealt with agaln • I'm fed up wtsh 
argutng aboul tht3 - let's jr~ setsle this 
argumeiU ona! and for all. • He claims his 

photographs pro~ OJ"U"e and for all that 
UFOS do exist. 

Once bitten, twice shy. 

S<>methinc thai you say which means 
when you have had an unpleasant 
a'Perience you are much more careful to 
avotd similar cxpuri~lccs in the future 
• After m left mr she rfd"used to go out with 
GIIYOne else/or a long tim£ - once bitten, 
rwtce shy. I SJ~ppose. 

once in a blue moon 
vex-y rarely • [l{y sister li1.-es tn Alaska, so I 
onl}' get tc see hQ once in a IJlue moon. • I 
doll't know why I lJQught tliaJ CT>ROM/or 
my computer - 1 only n w ~ it on.ce in a 
blue moon. 

once-over 
give sblsth the once-over i11[ormal 

to quickly look at someone or examine 
somethlne 1n order to see v:bar they are 
like • Tlu! secnrltyguardgat.-e metheonce­
m;er but didn't bother ~ my pass. 
• Om )'OU glue my essay tM oru;:e.{)~ 
before 1 harul iJ in? 

give sth a onc~ver fn/ormaJ 
to clean something quickly • (often + 
with} l 'U just Giw tile cmpd a Q11C?-QI)er 

roilh tM r:acuum de.arnr lx:/ort we go. 

one 
one and .. , old.[ashioTUid 

eo.oecyone • And a l.'WY BOOd evening to on4 

and all. 

ono for the road 
if you have one for tbe road, } "0\1 have a 
drink. usually an alcoholic drink. before 
you start a journey • Ccme on, ~hue's j ust 
timeforOTU!for the road. 

One good tum d@serve& OlnOthl!r. 
something that you say which means if 
someone does som~thl~ to help you. you 
should do something- to help them • He 
]cad my bike so I~~ him use my comourer. 
Otw good turn deserves Gll()fher. 

One man's meat Is another man's 
pol.son. 
something that you say which means that 
something one person likes very much 
can be oomethlng that another person 
does not lake at all • I wouldn't want to do 
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her job. but sM seems to lor:e ft. Oh well. possibUitles • They'1:el1ada tt-eek to think 
one man's m«rt is a1Wth!fr man's poison. 

one of the lads BrUish & .&lSrralian, 
fnjonnal 

o ne of the boys American, informal 
someone who is accepted as part of a 
group of male fl:iends who all have 
s imilar idess and interests • Oretlne. 
alrhooch not one Q/ the lads, ls popular 
with TIU)St Q/ them. 

ono step forward. two steps back. 
some~ that >'OU S3! which means 
every ume you make progn>ss, 
sometlung bad happens whlch causes 
you to be in a worse situation than you 
were to begin witll • E!.oery solution we 
ccm<t up wU/1 seems to crrote mort 
problems than il so/ues,. so it's one ttep 
forv.:ard. two s~ps back 

one swallow doesn' t make a summer 
BritiSh & Auslrallan 
somelhlng that you s.ay whJch means 
because one good thing has happened. 
you cannot then.>fcn! be certain that 
more good things wiJI happen and the 
whole sinmtion will imPl'O\'C • OkQ)! they 
won their Ieist game but one su;·aUow 
doesn't make a summu. ~·re still 
bcltom 0/ tile league. 

one thing leads to another 
if one things lGIIds to another; a ecriee of 
events happen, each on~ caused by lhe 
previous one • (never l.n continuous 
tenses) 1 only ruked him in/Or a co.ffet, bW 
OIW tllirllf ltd to (liWfher and we ended up 
In bed to(Jether: • People don't w:uollj• 
decide to b€come spies. 1'/uzy agree to do 
someone a jbvour and one thing leads to 
a not he~: 

one way or the other X 
one way or a nother 

if you say that you will co something or 
that solllething will happen one w~y or 
the other; you arc dctonninod to do it or 
that it wUJ hapJlell. althcugh you do not 
know e)(actly how • ~ 11:ay or the other, 
rmgoinRtofUiish thisioo ne,.'{t week. 

one way or the other 
lf )~U have to decide C!IIC way or the 
other; you must choose between t\vo 

about it and nor~ they must docid" one IOO)l 

or the othtr. • It dOt!Sn't really matter to me 
one u;ayorthcother. (=it is not important 
to llle '"hich possibUitY is chosen) 

and ono (more) for luck 
something that you say when you add one 
more of somethlng for no reason • I u'Ont 
you to swim ten lengths, and orwfor luck. 

as one man 
if a group of people do something as one 
man. they all do It together in exactly lhe 
same wa_v • 1'he crowd rose to Its fM as 
one man. 

atJln one sitting ~ 
if you do somethin~: at one sit1ing. you do 
lt durin8 one period or time without 
stopping • I nod tM whow book In om 
slUing. 

be at one sllghtlj•formtJl K 
1C people are at one, they agNe with each 
other • (often + with) I arn completely at 
one wiJh J'rficiuJel on this issue. 

b e one in a million 
if you say that someone is one in a 
million, you me<m that they arc very 
special because they have such good 
qualities • She's the suoe«est. nwst 
generous person I I.-now - she's one In a. 
mllllon. 

be one In the eye for :~b British & 
Australian, ill/Onnal 
lf something that someone docs is one 1n 
the eye for someone clsc, it wUJ aru\OY 
that person because they dld not want 1t 
to happen or did not think it could 
happen • When I got ITIJo'degree,I th.ought, 
'That's one in the eye /or my old Mcd 
teacher. who said I u'Ol.lld neue.r cet 
anywhere.' 

be one of a kind 
to be the only one of a particular type of 
thing or person • As a female engtneer 
who began Juor career tn tlw1941Js, slw u-as 
oneQ/ a kind. 

be one step ahead 
to be ~lightly better prepared or more 
successfUl than someone else • (usually+ 
of) Througllout tlle Incident, tJw hijackers 
were always oM step ahead of tile pollee. 



k"c.p/$tay ono dc.p ahc.ad • {usually 
..- oO Crop llrwl'i.rs an comt.nuousl)' 
deueroping pesliddes to keep one step 
ahead Qf t.Mpr:sts. 

be one up on sb/sttt 
lo have an advantage which somoone or 
something else does not have • ~v~'n one 
up on the orhe:r bars in tJu: area bt.cause 
we·vegol llt:e mw;ic. • Marlo's}ust spent a 
yror In th£ States. so he'll be one liP on tJu: 
nstof his English doss. 

come on~ com@ allfonnol 
something that you say which means that 
even"One or evetything can join or be 
included • We can't just intoit~ sonu: peopu 
anil not or/len;, so I 8UR:$$ it's a case of 
come one, ccmeall. 

from one moment to tho next 
if things change from on~.> moment to the 
next, the)· change quickly or frequently 
• The pions ore being changed from one 
mo11Wnt UJ the ne:xt. • You Tlftter know 
f rom Olll! moment to the llf!XC LtJhaJ lo.ind 
qf mood he'll be ill. 

get/put on. over on sb Wormal 
to J>l'OVC th.'\t you are better or more 
clever than someone ~ by wbml.ng an 
argume:nt or dcf~atlng thml • He:S always 
lr)·in.g 10 get one over on the other members 
of the sales team. 

go one better 
to do something b1ltter than it bas been 
done before • TM company has deckkd to 
1/0 one~ ter than Us ru.oats bJ.• Q/]'trtngtree 
drink~ wull every burger. • He set the 
ulf>rld r t(X)rd UJ.st ;-ror. Tills J,-etlr he would 
ttke to go one ~ter by beating lzls owtz 
record. 

Got it in one I 
sornothl.ng that you ~· when someone 
has guessed something con·cctly • 'Don't 
tell me -Is AniUl pregnant agai11Y' 'Got il 
Jn one!' 

hav~ one f oot in the grave humorous 
to be ven· old and. I ikcly to dle soon • He's 
bt..-oen tefltrzc ~z->eryonC! he's got oJU! foot in 
tMgnwcfor )'OOrs now. 

havel1ceep one eye on sthls.b 
to give part of your attention to ono thing 
or person whlle also giving your 

attention to sOtnething or someone el~ 
• AS he lLslenid to tile speaker lit kept orw 
eye Oil tlui crou;d to gauge their respon,U. 
with one eye on sthf sb • S/wS(lt writing 
/z(!l' kucr with orw eye on the clock 

It's (just) one. thing after lllnotherl 
tf it's not one thing it's another! 

something tllat you say when bad things 
keep happening to you • IVe hod our cor 
stolm last wet.Jr It's one tJzinG aJkr 
a11other at the molrU!nt. 

It's Just one of thos.e thlng.s. 
something that )'01.1 say when }"OU are 
1alkt.ng about a bad event or situat ion 
that you cannot prevent cr change 
• & .'tr)'OI'It gets IU Jn the winter. It's }list 
one of thouthingt... 

land/sock sb one informal 
to hit someone hard • She just walked up 
arrd landed hlm orw. 

on the one hMid...on the other Nnd 
50I'Dl!l.hing that )'OU sa,.v when )'OU arc 
speaking about two difren.nt facts cr two 
opposite V.l!Y$ of dUnking about a 
situation • On the~ harrd, I'd Ulul mon 
~ but on tlul Olher hand. rm 1IOt 

preportd to work the ~1ra hours 111 Dl"tUr 
to gezJJ. • On thP oM hand. you compltlln 
thtJt )'(Jii 'W loot~): and on w Olher hand 

tt'OII'f come m is wlth m& 

put ono over on sb fll[omwl >( 
to trick someone • You're not rroliy sick­
you 're}ust lr)•lng to put 011e otoer an me! 

There's more than one way to skin a cat. 
humorous 
somethingthatymtsaywhich rreans that 
there at'O several possible ways of 
achieving som~.>thtng • It mll,)• be ilkgtJI 
for rhrm 10 organise a srrtxe, JJW they ca11 
still shew the managt11W'Il how tM» feel. 
There's more tJwn one way 10 sliin a rot. 
you know. 

There's one bofn every m lnvte. 
llumorou.s 
something that you say abom someone 
who ron think has b~n ven• stupid • 'He 
left o window open and then won.derf!d 
why he'd been burgled!' "there's 071.1! born 
eVU)• minute. isn't tllen?' 
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go In one e ar and out the other "· 
if information coes in one ear and out the 
other. the person who is told it forgets 1t 

immediately because they do not listen 
carefully enough • You know what it's 
like wllmyou 'retold a whale list Q/ Mmes 
- ihey just go In one ~rand out the other. 

one-h it 
a one-hit wondet' 

someone who perfonn.s popull\r music 
who makes one successful record and 
then no others • The seventies MW a 
succe.sswn Q/ one·llit wonders who were 
/amlJus ot'(lrnlghl and then never heord Q/ 
again. 

one-horse 
a one-horse race 

a comvetition which one P:lt'tlcular 
persou or team is very likely to win 
because they seem much better than the 
other people competing • This eledion 
has bten a OM-ho~ race righl from the 
sLart. 

a one-hone t own Amuletm & Alb'irallan 
a small town where very liWe happens 
• Grafton :<oa real one-horsl! town witli only 
one grocery ston and nothing tJ} do in t.h.e 
e~-ening. 

one-man 
a one-man band 
~m organization ln which one person 
does all the work or h~ all the power 
t$:J A one·mml band is a musician who 
performs alone and plays several 
instruments at the same time. • Jt's 
basically a OIIR-man band. He dRsign.s. 
p rints and selLs /he T-shirls himself. • Its 
critics say that the comparr:y has baxlme a 
one-man band in recQIL;>•ears. 

one-night 
A one-night stAnd 
1 a SQJ-.'Ual relatlonshlc> which only lasts for 

one night, or a person who you have had 
this t)'l)e of relationship with • rd rather 
have a tong-term relaJicnship rhan a 
series of one-night stands. • It's J-'OU I Iot;t, 

Karen-Debbie was just Clone-night stand. 
2 a performance whicb happens only once 

ln a particular place • u~·re doing a one· 

nigllt sland in Durham on Monday 
Jolwwcd by a coupre of nishts in 
Newcostle. 

one-shot 

OM-Shot American 
happening only ()llte • (always before 
now1) The new currmt Q/Jalrs sllcw will 
b€ gtl--en a one·shot trial on TV nexl 
Saturday. • Tile ccmpc.ny's 0/fCr is a one­
shot deal. 

one-to-one 
one-to-one British. American & 

Australian 
one-on-one trnlinlyAmerican 

a one-to-one relationship or acth•ity is 
when someone works with only one other 
pen;on • The school cours Jar cllildrm 
wtih special needs u;ho require one-to-one 
attentron. • Ybu con choose !JJhetJwr you 
want to be taught In a dtiss or one-on-one 
wtih your own tutor. 

one-track 

hAve a one-tr4dc mind 
if someone lias a one-track mind. they 
seem to talk and think about one 
particular subject all the time, especial!)' 
sex • ·r bet 1 know u;hat )'OU tu.'O u.-ere 
doing last nigiiL' 'Oh. shut up, S«m, 
J.'OU've get a one-Jroclc mind.' • You'vegot 
to hat-e a one-track mind V )'00 want to 
SlJCCeed ln bust ness.. 

one-two 
a one-two punc:t. Anreric.an 

tv.-o unpleasant things which happen 
t«»:ether • The wrother ckiitoered a one· 
two pUIICh w gardeners wllh !msoo.so~uzl 
freezing ~mperaJures ond strong winds. 

one-upmanship 
OJ19-upmanshlp 

if someth.ins someone does is one­
upmanship, they are tr.Ying to make 
other people admire them by doing it in a 
better or more cle\'er way than someone 
else • Then is a grroJ deal of one­
upmanship anwng child¥en ll.JIXious to 
wear themostftl$hwnabU:cJctMs. 



one-way 284 

one-way / 
a one-way ticket to stb /\. 

if something is 11 one-way ticket to an 
unpleasant situation, it will cause that 
s ltuatJon to happen • A rpjoctitm of tile 
~ deal u."'OJ.Id be o one-U'O)' ttcket to 
disaster tor the country. • F.xperlmentlnc 
wiJh drugs ts a on.e-uey tickez ro addiction. 
and misery, as for as I'm concerned. 

onions 
know your onions Briti.sh &Australian, 

humorous 
to l<now a lot about a particular subj~ 
• TluJt car sol€sman certainly kneu• hJs 
on fens. didn't lie? 

onwards 
onwards and upwards 
onward and upward 

if someone moves onwards and tmwards, 
they continue beins SI!CCeS$1\11 or 
makb~.g prog1·css • TM tmm arc mcuing 
onu'Ords and upwllrds aJ!er t~r third 
win thi$ season. • She started her 
publishing career as an editorial assistant 
ami U u.:ns onul(lTd and upui(Ird from 
tlwre. 

Onwards and upwards! 
Onward and Upward! 

something that you say in order to 
Qnc~CI ~tt\QOOQ to forgat an 
unpleasant experience or fallure and to 
think about the future instead • I knou· 
)'OU were disappointed aboul [a lUng tlu:lt 
Spanish exam,. but It's net the entl oJ the 
world. Onl.IXll'ds and upt.cards! 

open 
open and shut 

1f a legal case or problem~ Is open and 
shut, the facts are \<ery clear and It ts easy 
to make a decision or find a solution 
• Th2 police thlnk tM case ts open and 
Shut; fir;e witnesses saw tile man $lealing 
tiN! car. • l t 's going tQ lzlke a lot of rrork to 
d£al with this problem. It certt:zinly i$n't 
anopen-atld-shut matter. 

oponseason 
a period of time when poople crltld.ze or 
Wlfalrly treat a partlcuLer person or 
gTQUp of people • (often + on} With the 

publtcatkm Of these two Tl!ports, it uem.s 
1.;:) be open s.-asvn al{ain on single rru:JIIrus. 

• Newspaper wliNS ha!Jf! d~ opm 
season on the ro)Vll family. 

an open marriage ><.. 
a marrlago 1n \11hlch the partners are free 
to have sexual relatJoo.ships with (l(bcr 
veople • We have an open marriage. bUll 
nec.'tr uli my husband about my ether 
wvers. 

an open sest~me 
a very successfu.1 wa,y of achieving 
something t!:;J 'Open Sesame' are the 
magic words used by Ali Baba in the 
story Tales of the Arabian Nights to open 
the door or the place where the chie'l6 
are llidiru:. • (usually + to) A science 
degree ca:n be an open stSOJm too job in 
almost any rtl!ld. 

b. (wide) open to (abuse/criticism etc.) 
to be likely to be abused, crincize<l etc. 
• The system ls UJideopm tcabuse. • It'sa 
pOSition which leaves them wide open to 
crltlctsm. • You dcn'c want ro lay yow-ulf 
open to ollack.. 

be an open boolc 
1 if a penon's life is an open book, you can 

discover everything about it bccau5e 
none or the details arc kept secret • Like 
many film stars. he wants to keep his 
prt1.-ote lift prli.I(Ite - he doesn't U.'Ont II 
becoming on ODen book. 

2 1f somoone Is an open book. It is easy to 
know what they are thinking and feeling 
• Sarah ·s an open book. fO you'll knew 
right au.'O)' if .~hi' dnes11't like the pn!$U11 
you'c.-e bought her. 

gn!etlw~come sb/ sth w ith open oarms 
to be wn· pleased t o see someone. or to be 
very pleased with something new • 1 was 
ratlu!r ntn'Ous about mealnt m.v 
boyfriend'~parent$, but they welcomed me 
with open arms. • Our company 1/r<~Cted 
thearrit,'OlO/ theinurnet withopenonns. 

....... p ........... 
tqwaltWiilJQUlmowaJldlatllctabcbo 
.bDi)n& • ~ or tnaWna a 
~· ~ millht riOt bciJII/Iq 
J!IIU should biP,. .... mind JiltiU., 
-. ... fi -1Mmif ;ua. COUll. ·~ ... 
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about) rl,I\R tD s,,~P an open mind tJbnut 
whot hDppm& to us nfl#tr 1«dw. 
op.n·minded willing Co think about 
oU\cr pcopto's l.deas and sug&eStlons 
• (often + about ) ~fony dOCJors hnvc 
beco~ mo" opm·mindo:d about 
alumati« rrledicw UJ rm pasJjew )"«<TS. 

~lndeclness • Sht wiU ~ 
~mbued by hu ooll«J.gues for hu 
~nthu.siasm and OJXn-mlndt!dntss 

p~ at an Open door 
to adlle\'C what you want easily because 
a lot of people agree with you or helP )'Ou 
• (usually in c:onunuous tenses) The 
campo~gnn-s art pushfnz at an Optn ckJcr 
bcoo!M rrwSllocal Tl!$1dents support their 
oompai/lno/llWISt tlu new road. 

opQn-ended 
apen lndlld 

ao open-.nded ~tgivlty or situation dOll$ 
nnt ha\-e ll plannnd Plldinc, !In tt may 
dewlap in lK"Yennl ways • 1*- tm1 not 
U:./l/inR IO tnltr ~ntO open.r!dcd 
dtSCiwil>nS. • Thr poUCit tm~uon wcs 
too ~n'CIUkd. ll~ it«d«l cltor N$pOII#S 
to~rcomplallllS..;;.;.. ______ _ 

oPQratlve 
the o,.ratJve word 

the most im)l()l'tant word 1n a phrase, 
whJch explains the truth or a situation 
• He IL'CU!ts mort tim~ for his priiXJte life. 
prir.YlJe bting t.M operative worct. 
Photographers an! not allowed aruwhere 
ncorhi.sfamtly. 

order 
be out of order Wormol 

lf somcthlrli that someone! says or does is 
out ot order, It Is unplea.~nt or not 
suitable and it is likely to upeet or offend 
people • /fer lJeluwtour In rlw mee.stng u.'G.S 

completely out of order. 
be the order of the day 

if something is the order of the da..v. iC is 
thought to be neeessary or it is used by 
everyone in a particular situation • For 
countries undergoing a rrcessfon, large 
cuts In p11bJic :;pen.dlfl/! ~ to be thB 
order Qj the day. • Clu:lmpogne u.-as the 
order Q/ lhe dczy as we all congraJtdattd 
Tim on lli.s :sue«.ss. 

other 
the other tide of the coin 

a different and usually opposite v1ew of a 
situation that you have previously trukod 
about • The othn suit of the com IS that 
fiJW#r working hours 111/i{Jn.s less pay. 

bat for the other side British, hum()I'T)US 
if someone bats for t he other side, they 
ere homosexual(::: sexually 11ttracted to 
people of the salUc sox) • What about you, 
Justin? Do you think he bats j ar t.M othtr 
Sidt?'? 

wait for the other shoe to drop Amerlron 
to walt for £Omething bad to happen. 
{usually in continuow; teNe!l) • Once a 
company start.<~ la}'ing 0./J cmployct.s, 
tllose u,'ho an! srill roorking ltd they are 
tcaltl.ngjor thB other shoe to drop. 

look the other way ><., 
to ignore something Wl'onc or unpleaSAnt 
that you know is hu.ppening instelld of 
trying to deal with it • When one of thcu­
own trunds or colaagues ts tm:oi!Jt.d In 
wronedclnll. propu sorrwttme.s prt.f~r to 
look the otlw lkY.O: 

Pull the other leglone (It's got betls on) I 
something that you SC\Y in order to tell 
someone that you do not beliC\'e what 
thQ}' bave just said • Hl?kn. going rock 
dlmbing? Pull tM other one - sh! can't 
evcndimba h:lddQwit/wutftdlngslck! 

tum the ottwr ch99k 
lf you turn the ot11tt cheek 9ihi!n 
someone attacl<s or insults you. >'OU do 
not get angry and attack or insult them 
but stay calm instead • Neither notion Is 
renowned for turning thcotlwclltltk. 

0\rt with It I 
something that you ~ in order to tell 
someone to say somct.b.l.ng lhcy arc 
frightened to sa,y • Qwlt on, ow with it! 
'll!l/ us all wlzat we're doing u:trOng! 

beoutofit 
1 1ll[ormal to be \'cry ronl\lScd because you 

are ~-ery tired oc ~use of drugs or 
alcohol • I didn't fed anything at the 
moment m.v baby was born. I was 
rompucelyoutof it by thm. 
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2 Informal to feel lonely because you are 
not lncludoo m the actlvlucs of people 
around you • The)• were all kiWI on sports. 
SO I felt rMIIYOill Q/ it. 

out-and-out 
--------------~~ otll liD II out 

~~~~rift~ alllbe ctn•t.Aas f4 a J11111CU1ar 
U...lli'Ji*;IIGD.~~or •'*" unpkr •~t • ~ l>efbre 
IIOUII) rlw 119 lliiU an .-ilDift()Uf 
, .. 7 ••• ~/ort-~tm 

"'*' l«<tclfrQi tllld It mln«<cwr:vdlt\l • 1 
dldn1 ....a,_ lrllndoli-1/roi~Oll ouJ. 
llfrll.oul&~ _____ _ 

out-of-date 

oeaw at:i tw 
1 cld and tha'Wf'on not '*'bJ or tau:act 

MY _,... • I do hiM a naatf,.., but i 
..,_, 11.._01114' .. • Br•• Lai:d'1111 
npf/I'IUWIItGt:amJ~41ft11JtufdGR iJut.qJ 
____ .. sm.f#,.,.ldlas 
~lfO'OUIII/rlo#. 

2 1t a document is out-of-date. It cannot be 
u.~ any more because the perlod of tlnw 
when i t could be used has ended • I found 
out my passport was out-of-daJe the ~· 
Wore I was due to travel. • No one noticed 
that he u-as using an out-qf-datepenniz. 

over 
over and above 

in addition to a particular amo1mt or 
thing • Penstorn:rs will r~ive an tJJCreasc 
of .£5 per u;-eek 01.:-er and abot..-.e iriflation. 
• The a~,J£Tage family pays 10'1'0 of tl~r 
income in~. and that's 01,~:r and c:Wvc 
tl!cir mortcacc, bills, and food. 

get sth over and done with 
get sth over with 

to do something diff'lcu.lt or unpleasant 
as soon as you can so that you do not have 
to worry about it any more • I've made an 
appolntrrunt to have my wisdom tooth out 
wmorrow morning. I just wam to set it 
OLW and dcne with. 
be OVet' and done with • I USI./Cll)' cro my 
homework as soon as I get badr from 
sclwol so that azloo.st il's OL'tr and done 
with. 

overboard 
go overboard 

to do something too much. or to be too 
<excited and eager about something 
• (oftE>n "' on) The car's makers seem f.<> 
hOI..'<! go~ ovPrbQard on daign and 
:SaCrifiCed spe.e.d. • He went compleUiy 
OL~rboard on hU birtlfd4Yand bough! hu 
a diamond ring. 

overdrive 
go Into overdrive 

to start world..l'\8 \1lry hard. or to start 
doing something in an ()xcltcd way • With 
here::ccms only tuV> u.-eeks OUJO.Y. she's gone 
into Ol.'e7'drir..-e and is studying ten hours a 
day. • The tabloid press went into 
or.'UdriL'e at rhe news tllar tlzc princess 
u;osgetting morrW apain.. 
b e In overdri ve • The whole cast Q/ the 
show was in ooerdrivt. reh«Jrslngfor the 
flrstpeiformonce the nw da)•. 

own 
an own goal British 

somcthinR that someone does to ti}' to sec 
.an advantaRO. but which makes a 
s ltuatlon worse for them ~Ill sport. an 
cwn goal is when someone scores a point 
for the oppooite team by mistake. • The 
publWlinc industry beliet..oes thaJ new 
.rocutations 0'11 11/cyCllng TXJPfr will be 011 

~vtronrrunlal own goal. • T~ 
gotwnmentllas srored an own goal wilh 
its harsh treatment of single ponnlS. 

be your own man/woman/person ') 
to behave in the way that you want and to 
not let other pe<lpic influence you 
• Despite b.lifl8 the daughter Q[ two 
HoliYtoood star·s. she's very much her own 
nV>man wltl! her own actl118 s(yle. 

be your own master 
'to be able 1.0 II~ or work in ~ way that 
you wa:nt to. without anyone else 
comrollinll your actions • The biR 
advantage of uwklng for ycurse.lf ls that 
you canlxJ your own trUJ~1~.r. 

be your o wn worst enemy 
if you are }'Otu· own worst enem}; you do 
or believe thl1135 that prevent you from 
beoomir18 successful • Unless M U!ams w 



be more con]utent, Ire 'II never get a decent 
j ob. He's his own Werst e.nerny. 

blow your own trumpet British & 
Australian 

blow/toot your own horn American & 
AusJralian 
to tell otb er peo])le how good and 
successful you ai'1! • An,rone wt/1 tell ;y'Ou 
she's one of the best journalists we've gut, 
although she'd never blow her ow11 horn. 

come Into your/Its own 
to be very useful or succt!~ful in a 
varticular situption • Cars are l)annl!d 
from the d ty centre so a bicycle really 
romes inU> irs own heJY!. • Fen wmmo came 
illlo his owr1 in lost Sunday's nuncll, 
SA.:oring tlrreegoals itlthejirst haJj 

cut your own throat 
to do something because you are angry, 
even if it will cau~ trouble for you • (f 
she won't take the job out of pride. she's 
cutting her own thr~. 

do your own thing irl{ormal X 
to do e.xactly what you want withOut 
foUowmg what other people do or 
worrying about what they think • You 
h~vt U> giun }"OUr children a CJJT1<~in 
amourn of f reedom to cro t/leir own thing. 

feirthar yow· own n@st 
to dl~hone>.'tly use your position at work 
to get a lot of money for )'Ourself • What 
<l!'lgers him TTIQSl cf all is tile imp /icaticn 
that he has beenfeatlwring his own I'UlSt. 

get }'0\II' own bode 
to do something tu1pleasanr to someot)c 
bccall.SC they have don~ something 
unpl~t to you • Filma had 
deliberately stepped me g&tting tlinr job 
andiUICI$ detl!TminM to gil IIIJ' ou:n bm:k. 
• (olten .. on)Shegothermcn badccnhu 
unfoith/Ulltusband by thr<w;lnG a pot of 
met paint mxr hi$ !»vnd llf!wgzr.. 

get ~"'ur own way 
to succeedln versuadingother people to 
let yau do what you Wt~nt • She suii."S e-r.y 
time she does1i 't get her own If-~ • I 
wanted tD uJat£ha moM!. bul Chri$1Jul his 
own liiQJ' a~w rce spent the Cf/lf:r1wQn 
IDCII:httJB Jhefootball. ----

!eave sb to thE'ir own devices 
to let someone do what they want without 
helping them or trying to contTOJ them 
• (usually pas.'iive) There arefour hours of 
lcsrons well m().mi.ng, and in the. 
qftemoon stw:ifnts are lift tc their oum 
dev~.s. • Wt w my own devtce.s I IJX)ukln't 
bother cooking in me evenings. 

Mind your own businoss! illfonrwl 
something that you 8<1)' in order to tell 
someone oot to ask questions or show too 
much interest in other people's Uves 
• 'How much did toot dress cost w u?' 
'.Mlnd you~ own business!' • I w ish he'd 
mind his own business and stop telling me 
how to domyjob! 

(;dl) on your own 
1 alone • She's been liull~.g on her own f or 

th!'pa:st tt'nyenrs. 
2 1f you do something on youc 011o11, you do 

i t without row hem from other people 
• SilUX! lltr husband dz"ed two yoors ago, 

she's had to look after her children on her 
own. • Do~ dldn'lluwe tlme to 11£/p so I 
deccraJed tlw house en m:r own. 

on ~·our own hook American 
if you do something en your own hook. 
you do it without anyone el~ telling you 
ur asking you to do it • Rarlxrra took up 
painting on her own hook and deuelcped 
into a t.almted ar{i$j, 

pay sb bade in their own coin British & 
Austmlia1r. old·fasllion.ed 
ro treat s<Jmeouc 1n the same bad way 
that they have treated. you • I decldP.4 ta 
pay F~ back tn her own cotn and rej!Jse to 
help her. 

pfay sb 111: their own ganw British & 
Austroltan 
to try to gel an advantage O\'eT someone 
by using the same methods as them • If 
IJX)Jrten wont w succeed ill busilwss, the)• 
have to.pko· men at their own Qame. 
b4!ilt sb at lh2lr own game lJrUfSJt, 

A rrri!rlcan & Al.tstralian • He's a~·s 
playlnB prtJctical Jokes on other people so 
)ustfor on:ce. I felt I'd btatm him at hJs 
own game. 

sav@ your own skin 
to protect ycucself ft:om danger or 
difficulties. without won')ing about other 



own 

people • HI! savod his own skin by teUin.c 
them his partner had takf11 the money 

..... _ ,acu'owlt ... f-.t 
to be~ ailid proVIde )«*!sell 
wllh aU tb& rliln .. lftat 1CJCJ need 10 Uve 
wlthodtbavlilltolska~eliltto-lwlp 
you • I'W....,...,. tlwM dllltlrm llinll. 

tell its own tale Dritl.s/1 &AUStrofian X 
if SQrrtething tells its own tal~ it shows 
the truth about a sltuatiou • SM nuzy 
smile In publJc. but I.M expression tn her 
eyes tells Us own tale. 



p 

mindfwatch your p 's a nd q's old/llShiomd 
to make an effort to be oolite • You always 
felt as if )'OU had to miJUI your p'$ and q's 
WlthAunt/eLll. 

pace 
~n't stand/take the pace 

to be unable to do things well when you 
are under a lot of pressure • Q hit can't 
sllJnd the pau h.e sftouldn't be doing the 
j€111-lt'sas.slmple us that. 

set the pace 
if someone sets the pace in a particular 
activit}: they do it '\'ei'Y weJl or VE('y 
quickly and other people try ro do the 
sam~ • (often + for) America's retomiS 
hat.-e set the pa~ j'or Europ.!(ln finance 
ministers. • For mcny years this compa11J' 
llas set u-z. pace in the rommunications 
industry 

paces 
put sb through their paces 

to test someone's skills or knowledge 
• This fitness contest win really pul the 
CU)'$ tllro~h their paces. 

pack 
o pock rat Amerkan 

someone who collects thinKs that they do 
not need • For me rhere could be not11111Jl 
worse than lluJng with~ rck rat. 

be ah~ of the pack l\ 
to be more successful than other people 
..,'ho are trYing to achie\·e the same things 
as you • At thts sroge in the campaign, tJu: 
JJemocrotic candldale is ua.v ahead Qf tlu: 
pack. 

packed 1 

be padced like sardines l 
if J)eOII}e are pscked Ilk~ sard!Ms. there 
are a large uumbeT of them In a small 

pains 

space • Tf<en: u.oere Ut>eltty people pocJ.td 

like sardines into a van. 
packing 
send sb packing InfOrmal 

to tell someone to go away; usually 
because you ~ anno)'lld with them 
• Th£re u:ere some kids at the door asking 
tor l'rn)7ICJ. bml sent tJu:m packing. 

pag.e 
turn the page ;-c 

to begin to behave in a nwre positiv~ way 
ilflcr a pcrlod of difficulties • It's tim~ to 
put this tragedy ro rest and wrn the JXIIe 
to a new end happier chapter of our llvtt. 

paid 
put paid to sth Brit Ish & .AJJsfro/I(JJI 

to suddenly stop ,;omeoM from be.lng 
able to do what they want or hope to do 
• A serU:Jus back illir~ry put paid to hu 
l<!n n ts cartu. 

pain 
be a pain In the arSt.'Jbac:kslde Rritish & 

Ausrralian, very iliformal 
bo o paln In th~ ass/butt Arru:riwn & 

.4/Jstrolian, vtry iriformal 
to oo ver;y annoying • I can't stand 17\Y 
brother·ilt'"laru. He's a real pain in thearse. 
• Gcuincupforwor*atSa.m. is apai11 in 
tJu:ass. 

b e a pain In the neck iriformal >( 
to blcv(lryannoyin,g • Myllttlesist~rwon't 

le~e me alone. She's a real paln In tile 
nf?Ck. 

on/under pain of death formal 
i! you are told to do somethins on pain of 
death. you will be killed 1f you do not do 
it • They had been wid to trove IMir homts 
by noon on pai11 of death. 

pains 
be at pains todosth 

to try "et'Y hard to make sure that you tell 
someone the C«rect information about 
somcthl.ng and that Lhey undel"$tand It 
• The JTUlllal(enu!nt was ar great pains to 
Slri!SS that then art no plans for c1.osYig 
clown tfl e/ae1ory. 

go to/take great pains to do sth 
to try very hard ro do something • 1 wenJ 
t.o great JY.lliiS to get tilts record/Or ~'CU. 
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painting 
a,. nke palnttng the Forth Bridge British 

If repa1rlng or improving somedling is 
like p~unting the Forth l!ridge. Lt t.ake!S 
such a long time that by the time you 
ha\·e firush~d doing it. you have to start 
again lb The Forth Bridge is a veo· 
large btid~:e in Edinburgh. • Home 
improvelTIUIJS are a bit like palr1tl11g tlle 
Forth Bridge. By the time you'vejlntshed 
tl~ Aitc:Mn. w bat/11wm needs 
decoratmgondsoftgMon. 

pair 
have a [fine/good etc.) pair of lungs 
humor~ 

if you say tlvtt ll baby hac; n good pair of 
lungs. you mean that they can co• very 
loudly • Wellshe'sgota/fMpairo/ 111118S. 
I'll SO)' thaJ/or her! 

pale 
be a,.yond the pale 

If someone's behaviour ls bc}'Ond the 
pale, It is not acceptable • Jler recent 
conduct ts beyond the pale. 
go beyond the pale • His behaviour at 
the meeting wascoing beJ,-ond the pale. 

pall 
cast a pall on/over sth 

If an unpleasant event or piece of news 
casts a pall on something. It spoils lt 
• Neu-"S of her wdden death cast o pall on 
tl~ awards cerenwny. 

palm 
grease sb's palm 

to give money to someone in authority in 
ol'de·r to perlluade them to do somethil'!~ 
for you, especially something Wl'Ollfr 

• Drug barons u;ere greasing the palm cf 
the chief of police. 

have sb in the palm of your hand 
have sb eating out of the palm of yonr 

hand 
to h~ so much oontrol over someone 
that they will do whatc\'t!r you want them 
to do • She's got her boyfriend eating out 
of the palm uf her hand. • It uoas such on 
amazing performance - he had the 
audi(?nce in tl!e palm Q[ his lwnd. 

palsy-walsy 
palsy-walsy Rritish &Australian. informal 

if two people are palsy-walsy, they seem 
very fi•icnd.lY. usually in a y,·ay that is not 
sinoere • Those two haue been geUitr.g very 
pals)~uxzL~ 1/Jte/J' • (sometimes ~ with) 
She·s all poeywals)• with the bess these 
dOJ'S. 

pandora 
open a Pandora's bo.x 

to do somcthinJ! that causes a lot of new 
problems that you did not expect lb In 
old Greek stories, Zeus(= the king of the 
Rods) RaVe Pand.on1 a box that he told her 
nOl to open, bUt she did open it and aU the 
troubles ln the world escaped from lt. 
• (oflen + of) Sadly, fits reforms OJ)I!IItd o 
PandOITl :S box t:f domPSUC problems. 

panic 
panic stations British & Austral ion. 

infurmai 
a time when you feel ~mely anxious 
and you must act quickl~· beca.use 
something needs to be done urgently • No 
molteT hew OT'I((lnized j'OU think )IOU are, 
OIW hour ~ore the show starts It's panic 
stoctons. 

hltlpr.sslpush tho pank button 
to do something qulckly wlthout 
thinking about it in order to deal w itb a 
difficult or worrying situation • (often 
negative) lit> mcy have lost the last three 
games b/Jl we'rt not pushing the pantc 
button yet. 

pants 
(a,.:atlboro/SQI'O otc..) tho p~nts off sb 

ilifornuzl 
If someol'l(> or sotOOthlng beats. bores. 
scares etc. thD pants off someone. they 
beat, bure. or scare them c.:ompletely • 1 
hate sunlxnhinG. It bores tl!e pams QJf me.. 
• Horror jilmssW!Y! thepant$OfJ me. 

paper 
a paper chase Ameriron & Australian 

the acti\'ity of de~~l ing with many 
different documents in order to a<:hieve 
something • To r~i1-~ m.'61l the smcnest 
amounr Q[ flnancJal aid from o college, 
it :Sa rrol paper chast. 



291 part 

a paper t iger X 
a country or organization that seems 
powerful but is not • Will the CJntted 
j'I;'Qticns be able to make any di.[)'erence. or 
is ttjwt a paper tiger? 

a paper trail American & Australian 
doCWllents which sllow what someone 
has bren doing • He u.-as €0$)' taflnd. he 
l~ a paper trail a mile wide. 

not be worth tho pap« It's/they're 
pt"intedlwrltten on 
If an agreement or decision Is not worth 
the paper it is written on, it has no value 
or impOrtance • A qualijicati()ll li.ke tllai 
isn't zuorlh the paper it 's writWI on. 

onp11~r 

if somethlng seems good or true on 
paper, it seems to be good or true when 
you read or think about it but it might uot 
be good or true in a real situation • Slit 
wokf!d good on paper but was one of the 
Wt!.ak~t intuvie~-es we saw tccm;~ • on 
paper U could toork, but I wcn't be 
convincect until I see it for mysqlj. 

par 
bebetowpar 
not bo up to plllr 
1 to be ~low the 

parade 
rain on sb's parade X 

to do something that spoils someonc's 
plans • I'm scrry to rain on jVJUr parade. 
but )'OU 're not allowf!fi to hat.-e alcohol on 
theprem~. 

pardon 
Pardon me for breathing/living I 

IJI{ormal 
something that )'OU say when you are 
angry with someone because the.y are 
always crltlci2ing you or getting annoyed 
with you • '1/ you ·re Just going tb get in 
my wa;: James. can you leat.'e the ft:itchen?' 
'Oh, pardon ~for breathii'I/I. I'm sure!' 

par excellence 
sbtsth par excellence 

someone or something par excellence is 
the best or most extreme example of Its 
type • ChJna Is the destination par 
excel/gnu for the )'OI.Jng and trendy these 
days.. 

parkinson 
Parkinson's law 

the idea that the work you ha\'C to do will 
increase to fill :Ul of the time you have to 
do it in • lf )'OU tell him you u.'llnt the UX)rk 
doM by tomorrow. he'll ReJ it done this 
a.tterrwon. if }'OU tell htm next ThuT~>'!Uzy. 
lw'll spend a uoeek onlt. It's Porkinscn's 
law. 

parrot-fashion 
parrot-fashion Rrilisl! & Australi.an 

if you learn something parrot.fash1on. 
you are able to repeat the words, but you 
do not \Ulderstand their meaning ~ A 
parrot Is a llird that can repeat words and 
noises lt has just heard. • When I u.oent to 
Sunday sc.hool, we had tQ recite passages 
from the Bible parrot-fashion. 

part , 
part and paF"Cel X 

if something is part and parcel of an 
experience. it is a necessary part of that 
experience which cannot be avoided 
• &lng recognised ln the sJreet i.'l all part 
andpam!lof beingfamous. 

bi! (all) part of life's rlth 
pageant/tapestry literary 
if you say that a bad or dllficult 
c:~:perlence is all part of life's rich 
tapestry, you mean that you must accept 
it because It is a part of life tl1at cannot 
be avoided Jb A tapestrY 1s a p1ccc or 
cloth with a picturo in i t that usually 



parting 

repr-esents a story. • l/auill8 kidscerrainly 
cauSI!S problems. but that's all part Q/' 
IVe 's rich tap~Jst.ry. 

be part of the furniture informal 
If someone or something is part of the 
furniture ins place, they have bel!n tl1ere 
for so lon~rthat they seem to be a natural 
part of that place • I've been l«lrKlfll( in 
rllis Q/Tu:r: for sa long I'm part of the 
furniture rww. • (sometimes + of) He hod 
become port of the flmllture qf Drfttsll 
politics. 

look tho part 
to look suitl!bl• for R particular sitW!tum 
• (f ycu wont to get a job t.l$ o fashion 
b«.J.-er. tr l'uJ/ps if yoo look the port. 

take sb's part old.jasl1io11«1 
to support someone in an argument or 
disagreement • For once. my brother took 
my part ln tJul argumt,nl. 

parting 
• parting shot 

a rcmmi< tbat you say as you are leav\ns 
somewhere so that lt bas a scrons effect 
• 1/er parting shoz was 'l'mgoing to spend 
theet~ningwithpeopkwhoappreciaremy 

company!' 

the parting of the ways 
the point at which two people or 
organizations separate • The paning of 
the UiaJI$ came qfw Cl series Q/ 
dlsagreemmts betu:Ren the 1rtaiU1Ber an.d 
the group ·s singer: 

partner 
sl-plng partner Rritish 
silent partner Anl('rican & Ausrrolian 

someone v&o is closely invol\·ed v.;th a 
co~ and often provides money for 
lt. but Is not a lll31UU~er of it • He was an 
extremely uoeaUhy man. and she z.oos 
lwptng he might bcrorr.e a :ik-cpinJ> 
partJwr In zlldr new vmeyards. 

partners 
partners in crime humorr>~ 

if two people are partners in crime. theY 
have done something bad together 
• Slle'd kept watch and made sure no one 
saw us whUe I acrually too}; the bike so we 
we,.. parfnt'rs in crime. 

party 
sb's party piece British 

something funny or stnmse that 
someone often docs to entertain otber 
people in social sltuaoons • Chris oon 
Wligle his ears- it's his par{y plea. 

a party animal illfoml41 
someone who ltkes going to parties a lot 
al'lll. goes to as maey as possible • She was 
a real paro• antmcl 01 cdlege. I don't 
remember her et..w staymg In In the 
eoo:ing. 

a party ~r humorous 
someone who SJJOils other people's 
enJoyment of social activities by beins 
unhappy or by refusln(f to become 
involved • Tim called mt a party poo/)llr 
b.'Cause I left !Mpany just after mtdnighl. 

piss on sb's party British & Al.lstralian., 
vn-y l11{ormol 
ro do $0methlns thAt spoils someot1e'a 
plans • I don't W(lnt to piss on .>'our party 
but ne:r:t wwk Male and I won't be l'uJre. 

pass 
make a pass at sb 

to speak to or touCh someone ln a WI!,)" 

that shows you would like to start a 
sexual relRtionship wlth them • He made 
a pass as her at Simon's pan~ 

past 
be FJ«Sl your sell·by date 

if someone is past the iT sell-by date. U1ey 
l!re not wanted or useful ROY more 
because they are too old Jb A sell-by dato 
JS a date pm on food products to show tl10 
latest date that tlle)' can be sold. • 1"1lere's 
plenty of tlmi! to h~ a bab)~ J"tn not paSl 
my sell-by dare yet. 

be past It tnjormal 
to be too old for a partlcnlar activlty • lit~ 
r.oos a grro: footbc.Uer in. his dcly. but he's 
pastil now. 

I 't put it pasts 
~mething thtlt you ~ll.Y wh!f) you think 
that it is JKlS.Slhk> that ~meone might do 
something wronR or Uhp~all• 'Do JIOU 
n:a/~ lhinl> he'd go of! wah fUIIJihB 
UXJmanr 'I u;ouldn ., pur it pasz hint. • 
• {often + to do "1h> 1 WOI.IIdn 't Pflt it JNJ$t 
Lorna todczyoJJ knou.>18:Jc~l!f this plan. 



293 pea-brained 

pasture 

put sb out to pasture 
to make someone stop woli\ing at their 
job because they are too old to oo usoM 
• He felt he was still too young tu IJI!pul tJUI 

to pasture. 

pastures 
pa$tures new British 
new pastures American & Australian 
if someone goes to pastures new, they 
leave their job or home in order to go 10 a 
new one • Tom's qJf to paswres JWW. He's 
got o transfer to Australia. 

pat 
a pat on the back >' ~ 

1£ you give someone a pat on the back. 
)'Ou praise them for something good that 
they ht1•;c done • (often • for) Slw 
de.strves ct pal on the back for kteptng 
things gOing whilf' you u-ereaway. 
pat sb on the bacik • 7bo mnny pPOpk cue 
patting the players em the bock and ttl ling 
them llow grcot they ere. 

le a rn ath off pat British, American & 
Australian 

leam sth down pat American 
10 learn somethilut so well that you do not 
ha\'1! to think about bow to do or say 1t 
• All the OIISlotrs he'd leonmi off pat for 
the Interview sounded unronvint:ing IU>~ 
have sth off pa t Brittsh, American & 
Ausrrolian 
have Sth down pJitAml'l'tcan • l"ve git'UI 

tJt.t same speech so marzy times I haoe 
(=know) It doum pat now. 

stand pat American, informal 
sit pat Australian. in!tl17110l 

to refuse to make an}' changes • Our 
advice to inue.ston is. stand pat - the 
reression u:ill soon bt ~ 

patch 

not boa .,.tch on SblsthBriJish & 
AustraUan 
to not be as good as someone Of' 

something else • It's a n!t1SMably 
entertaining film but lt'$ TIIJt a patd1 on 
'Blaaerwtner·. 

path 
beat a ~th to sb's door 

to oo v~r)' eager to speak to someone and 
do business with th('m • Put that ad in the 
paper and )!OO'fl have luJlf the toun 
beating a path toyourdoor. 

cross sb·s path 
to meet someone. especially by accident 
•If lleevercrosses In)' pathagtlln.l'll kill 
hi.nL 

paths 
sb's paths cross 

if two people's Paths cross. they meet by 
chance • It wos a pll:asure to ~~you. 1 
hope our paths cross agaln soon. 

patience 
tht! patit!nct! of Jobla saint 

a lot of patience lb Job v;as a character 
1n the bible who st llJ trusted GtxJ even 
though a lot of bad things hap~ned to 
him. • You need the patience Q[ a saint to 
beauaciW; 

patter 
the ~tter of tiny fMt hunwrous 

something that you say which mcaus that 
someone is going to have a baby • I bet it 
won't be long till we hear the patter of tiny 
/ttL 

pause 
give sb pause (for thought) formal 

if something gives you pause. it is 
surprising or worrying and 1t makes you 
think more ~· about something 
• It was a tragedy which sat•e us all pause 
for thoughl. 

pay 
hltlstrlke pay dirt American & Ausmzlian 

to aclti~ve or discover something 
imporhmt or valuable • SM /i1Ulll:y hil 
pay dirt with her third Mllel Uillidl 
quickly berome a btst stlkr. 

pea-brained 
pea-brained informal 

a pea-brained person is \ret)' stuptrl 
• (aJwa,ys before nollll) Tal.-t 110 nollce -
he'sjust a pea·brained idiot. 



peace 

peace 
a puce ofhrlng 

something that you glvc to somMn.e to 
s how that you BrQ $OIT)' or that you wrmt 
to be friendly, especially after you have 
argued with them • 1 took Beth some 
flou-ers as a peace oJJering. 

boat fMac:e with the world X 
tv btl fuel.lns C<l1.rn aml happy bec-ctw.-v you 
are satisfied with your life • Sitting on the 
terrace. looktng ouJ ovu the olive groves, 
$heftU aJ peaCI! with the U'Orld. 

peanuts 
If you pay peanuts, you get monkeys. 

something that you say whlcb means that 
only stupid people will work foe you if 
-you do not pay very much • 'This 
rompat!Ji is full of in«Jmpetmts!' 'Well. if 
)IOU pay peo.nutS.)'OUJ!et monkeys.· 

pearl 
a pear1 of wl5dom 

an imJ>Ortm'\t piece of advice b This 
phrase is usually used hunwrously to 
mean the opposite. • Thank you for 
that P«Jl'l Q[ wisdcm. Jerry. Notv do you 
thJnk you could suggesl scnWhlng mo~? 
usf!Wl 

pearls 
cast pearls before swine literory 

to offer something valuable to someone 
who docs not understand that lt ls 

valuable • Gfultlg him advice is ju.~t 
costJng ptarls IN[o~T swine. He doesn't 
ltsun.. 

pearly 
the pearly gates humorous 

the entrance to heaven, where some 
people believe you go when )'OU dJe • l'U 
meet .>'OU at the poorly 1/aUS and we can 
compare rwtes. 

pear-shaped 
go pearshlaped British & Australian, 

Wonnal 
i! a plan goes pear-shaped. It fallS • ~'e'd 
CJJ7'a118ed Ul be tn Fro.na11Jlat weekmd but 
It allv.!'ent pear-shaped. 

pebbh! 

not be the only pebble on the bead1 
to not be the only person who is 
lmportant 1n a sltuaUon or 1n a group 
• Laura alwco•sexJXlcts toRetlwrown WQ)I 

It 's tt~ she ltormd thaJ she's fll)t lheonly 
pebbk on the broch. 

peeker 

KMp your pedce r up! British, irlformnl 
oomething that you say to someone In 
order to t@ll them to be happy when 
somethil'lg wtrilea...~ is hepf)el'ling to 
them • I knew thiliiJS are hard, lcr;.e, bllt 
keep )'(JUr p€CkW up. 

pecking 

a pecking order 
the order or importance of the people in 
a group or an organization • There's a 
dearly established pecking order in thJs 
ojfia. 

pedestal 

put sb on a pedestal 
to believe that someone is perfect • The 
U'(IJ' her [atlu!r pul her on o pede.srul Just 
made her want to bthtwebadly. 
CM'P051n knodc sb off thelr pedestal 
• This r&ent samdal has really kTICICked 
the Presiknl off his pedlstal. (=shown 
poopla that ho is not perfect) 

peeping 

a peeping Tom 
a man who secretly watches women 
whfie theY axe IMI.ng tllctr clothes ott or 
having sex • I o/wczys close the curtotn.s In 
ca.se there on any puping 10ms across the 
road. 

peg 

bring sb down a peg or two 
to do something to show someone that 
they arc not as :good as they thought they 
wore • He's one of these super-confident 
types who rl!aii)J ne«ls to be brought doWn 
a peg or two. 
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pegged 

have sb pegged mainly Ameri~-an 
to know exactly what kind of person 
SOfueone Is • Jle thinks W're all takRn in 
by hi$ charm, but r~.-egQl him pegciXI. 

pell-mell 
pell-mell 

very qUICkly and w1thout control • sne 
rem pell-m,fl down the stairs and out Q[ 
thelwuse. 
pell-mell • /..ocal resUJents hav~ bt:rndoo 
togeJ/Ier to protest about I lie pell-mell~ 
of deL'I!lopment in IM Cll'f!a. 

pen 
The pen is m ightie r than the sword. 

formal 
something that you !lilY which n1et1ns 
thinking and wnt ms have mOl'C 

in1luence on people and events than the 
use of forw or violence • Reason is our 
grroW.St u.:wpon against SU<.h tyranzs. The 
peniS rmelttW" t1w1 t11e swore/. 

put pen to paper 
to start t(> wtite somethinR • 1 keep 
mea11ing tl) writ~ to her but I hat-en't )•et 
mafWgoo toputpm tope~~= 

penny 
penny ante American 

of little value 01" importance • He was 
proposuJR some pem1Y ante Increase in. 
child-can that amoun.W to an e.:dra ten 
dollars a u;eel.·. • We were bur:gled but they 
didn 'I UJke much- just penny ante stuff in 
thefronl4/Tice. 

A penny for your thoughu. 
A penny for them. 

som11thing that you say In order to ask 
someone who is being \rei)' quiet what 
they arc thinldn.g abom • .:4 pemzy tor 
your thl)uCIIL~. ' 'Oil, I W<1.S j~"t rhin.kin,g 
about hew ro tell htm rm lrovlne. • 

A penny saved ls a penny earned. 
something that you say which means it is 
wise to save money • I'd advtst f.mycne to 
put aside a proportion of thelr earnings­
a penn)• sa~'l!d is a penny em· ned. 

the penny dr<1ps Brit/sl1 & Australtan 
if you say the penny drops, you mean 
that ~·ou have finally understood 
st>meiliing • II IL'flS onl)' when 1 saliJ Ron'$ 
car outside l\'nny's house t11at t11.e penny 
]malty dropped ami I r+.>allsed they were 
har;Jng an affair: 

be ten/two a penny British& Au.stralian 
to be \'Cry common • l'V (;(J()/(ery :shows 
seem to be ten a penny these days. x_ 

In for a penny, (In for a pound). British 
& Australian 
something t hat }'OU say when Y<IU have 
decided to become very .involved in an 
activity, and t<l put a lot of money or 
effort into it • l'ue pur all my sauincs into 
this new 1.;enture. ln.for a peney, in for a 
pound. 

s~nd a penny British &Australian. 
itl[ornwl 
if ~'Oll say you arc golu.g to spend a pcm~: 
you mMll you at~ going to go to tht! toilt!l 
• Excuse me.. 1 must go and spend o pmny. 

penny-w ise 
bo penny-wise and poul'1d-foolish Old· 

/oshtcned. 
to ~ extrem~y careful about small 
amounts of money and not careful 
enough about 3arger amount.q of money 
• Saving a little biJ Q/ 1.11011CJ' on repa.trs 
can lead to lcng-urm damage. You don't 
want tc be penny-wise and pound foolish, 
now cW JOUr 

people 
Peopl• who liv~ In glass houses 

(shouldn't thr<ow stoi'MIS). 
:;omcthins that you 811.)' which mMn:s 
people should not criticize other people 
for fault!l that they have themselves 
• He's altoo.>'S criticizing Rick for the lOOY 
he trta/.s his wife and 1 [eRJ like saying, 
~ople who liuc in sia.ss houses should11't 
tllrow stones.. 

pep 
411 pept<tlk 

a speech that you gh·e to people in order 
to encourage them to wort< .harder OT win 
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a cotn petltion • 1 tOOU,ht I'd give th4 IOd$ 
a pep talk bt./'bre w ITIJJtdt. 

per capita 
petapita 

for each pe~ In a country or area 
• FranC$ and Gfrrruury l»th lnout mon 
JJ4T copiUJ In public tr0/l$port than 
Bntoln. 

perch 
fall off yow· perch Brirtsh, old-{rullkmed, 

humerous 
to d ie • 8)1 the tim~ Jfoll Q/J my pwch.. 
Rrltoln may ~I be 4 republic. 

knock sb off their perdt British & 
Australian 
to make someone fail or lose their leadinG 
pos•tlon • Will RD~rs u:tn 111e Europron 
Cup and knock United off IMlr perch! 

person 
about/on )'Our pets«~ formal 

ir you have something about your 
J)el'S()n, you are carrying it with you, 
often hidden in your clothing • She had a 
small Ulptt rectJrfkr CI)IU)W./cd abom flu 
pwson. 

persona non grata 
persona non grata formal 

someone who is not acel!ptable oc not 
welcome • He published a book r:riticlzing 
the war· and wa:; lnstantl)• declared 
persona n on RTata by thf:autlwr·ities. 

pet 
sb's pet hate British & A!lstrallan 
5b's pet peeve Al1rerictm 

S(lmething that you do not like at ruJ • II 
pet he ttl of ours Is ukphor~ saUm~Qn tllho 
p/I(Jne }IJ.St as llX''re slUing down to wotd1 
rv. • Cleaning the bothroom is nu> pel 

/)UL'f!. 

peter 
rob Peter to pay Paul 

to borrow money from someone in order 
to gtvo to someone else the money that 
you alread.,v owe tbem • Then I'd tal..'t ouJ 
another loan to pay m)' dehls, robbrrtg 
Pctu Ul pay PauL 

pew 

Take a pew. Rrlttsh &AIJ.Strolian, 
humorous 
lt )IOU ret soll'ICOile to take ap!l\\', )'OU are 
asking them to sit down • C«ru! in and 
UJba~ 

phrase 

to coin a phrau 
something that you say before l'OU use 
a phrase wh1ch sounds shghUy silly 
• He teas, to co111 a phra$c, as sick as a 
parrot. 

pick 

pick end mix British 
to combine thinJ!s that are not similar. 
especially thmgs that do not t;O well 
~llu!r b Plcll'n'ml.x lc Q $YStctn In 
shops where l)e(lple can choose a few of 
scvcl'al different t:,-pes of sweets. 
• Tncrooslngl;. students are bellf/l given 
total freedcm to pick and mL-c d((ftnnt 
modu1esmtheircnurses. 
plck·and-mlx • (always before noun) 
Peopu rw /o118fr gi1.-.: their loyalty ro 
just Of«/ b;md.. Theplck-and-mtx approach 
to nwsic is much man common thL~ 
days. 

pick up the bill/tab Informal 
to pa)' fer something, often something 
that is not ~rour responsihility • When we 
go out for dinluJr it's a It/XU'S Jacl\ who 
picks up the tnll. • (often + for) It 's the 
laxpa)'er who picks up the tab for CJtl these 
C7UZJ• govtm171Q1t sdremc..'t 

the pkk of sth 
the best of a (U'OUP of things Ol' I)COt>IC 
• Send hi J.Vfll' p<Je11lS and we will prlnJ tilt 
pick of t ile bunch. 

have ~'OUr pldc of sth 
if you ca." have your p•c:k ur a group of 
tbings. you can have the one you want 
• T11e p/mre was foirly empty, so we had 
our pickf¥ IJIC ~t.s. 

~~pidc 
to choa!lt wllat you want • M"« COt trG. 
~ or/1111~-«*Jitllll' JJidt. 



pickle 
be In • (pNttylr lght) pldcle old­

/ashfontd. InfOrmal 
to be ln a difficult slnt3h on • 11 )'OU run 
ow of moMY in tn. mlddu Q/ >'OUr sto,y 
)'()U'l/ « fn 0 f'l6h t pfd:U. 

pick-me-up 
• pick-me-up illformal 

sollle()l.ing mat makes you feel better: 
especially a drink or medicine • I nt«J#d 
a pick-me-up so I stopped al o bar on my 
IQOJiho!M. 

picnic 
be no picnic 

to be difficult or unple~nt • Being a 
singroparenJ is no pu:nil:. 

make sth seem like a p icnic 
if a difficult experience mAkes another 
experience seem like a picnic, it makes It 
seem ' 'cr'Y easy because It Is tnuch more 
d.l.Jl1eu.1t • UnltlerstJy makes SChool ~ 
like 0 picnic. 

picture 
be out of the picture 

to not be involved in a particular 
sltuatJon • Withers Is out qf tM pldun 
WiJh o leg ln}UT)~ so Jackson is tn goal 
I.Dday.. 
OHOSnt be In the picture • Althcugh 
Derek has handed over ccn~rol qf tlu 
rompa1zy ro llis son, he's stiJl uery much In 
tMplcturt. 

be the pict\lnt of [he.ltthlinnoa~nce etc.] 
to look very health.~ innocent, c~ • 1 
can't betler;e then's OJU'thing seriously 
wrong u;ith him - ht- 's the picture Q[ 
heaUh. 

get the picture lllformal 
to understand a situation • 'He doesn't 
want her but he doesn't IL'(Ult llJ'tJ'Om 
else to luwe her; you know?' 'I get the 
pictlll't.. 

paint a [bleak/rosy etc.) p icture of sth 
to describe a situation ln a particu!Br 
way • The article paints a bleak 
(-= hopeless} picture if tile future. • He 
palm~ a rosy<= happy} pii:Une Q/ tamuy 
Iff«. 

piece 

put sb In the picture 
to explain to someone what Is happening 
• Jim hod no idea what was going on until 
I putllim tn ~Mptctu.rt. 
kMp sb in the picture • I'll be counllllll 
on JOU to keep 1711! in the picture while I 'm 
O!Dq)t 

picture-perfect 
picture-perfect Amn-ican 

perfect ln appearan<.'l! or quality • He 
built a dream house in a picturt·poftct 
neighl>orlrood. • Cwu(//as ~ brUI/.al1t 
sunsllln.e - tile weatlltr wa.t pictl11'f­
perftct 

pie 
p le In the sJcy 

1f an Idea or plan Is pie In t11e Sk); It 
~ms good but Is not likely to be 
achieved • ThosepklnsQ[ hlstoset upl1is 
own business are}USt pie in the sAy. 

piece 
be (all) of a piece 

If one thing is Rll of a piece with another 
thing. it is suitable or 1'icl1t for that 
thmg • (often + with) 171tM prtas an 
all of a piece with thl! quolrt)' of the 
goods. 

be a p iece of cake Hr/JWJ. Amukan & 
Australian 

be a p iece of piss Brirish, ~.~ry Wormal 
to be very easy • 'How was r he rest'!' lll 
pkce Q[ cake!' • T11t f!IUrvkro was o pltct 
Q/ piss. 

g ive sb a pi~• of )'Our mind informal 
to speak angrlly to someone because they 
have done something \\TOng • l'~ had 
enough Q[ him comillg /10111(! lat(" I'm 
going tngtvehimaJ)i£ceQf IIU'mmd u:hen 
he gets tn tontgllt. 

say your piece 
to express rouropinlon abOUt someching, 
esJH!(:iaUy somethi.Jlg that you do not like 
• I don'tfed thue's a.rzything more I can 
add now-r1.'l! said my piece 

take a piece out of sb Australian. 
iriformal 
to speak angrily to someone because mey 
hm.-e done something wrong • Jill just 



took a plea out of &n for lx!ing late 
again. 

piece de resistance 
t1wt pl6ce de rblst4nce 

the best or most Important thing ln a 
group or series • The piece de resistance of 
his act was to make a car vanish on stage. 

pieces 
golfall to pieces 
1 If someoMgoes to pl~s. they becom~ so 

upset that they are unable to rontrol 
their feelings or think clearly • 1 kept my 
ccmposure throughout the funeral. but I 
u.-ent to pieces after everyone luuJ sane 
homl!. 

2 to suddenly fail complete!,)• • After 
winning 1M Brltts/1 Open. la.st ) 'tat; his 
game fws realty gone to pieces. 

pid< up the pieces •"-
to try to get back to an ordinary way or 
life after a diftieult experience • After 
Ruth ·s lkath, Joe found it hard to pick up 
the pieces and canyon with his life. 

pick/pull sb/sth to pieces 
to crit icize someone or SOm(!\hins very 
severely, often in a way that is not fair 
• IJ's disccuragtng be<.--ause eL'IIr)' t ime I 
show him o bit of li)Ork /'l.:e done he picks 
f tto pieri!S.. 

pied-a-terre 
4 pled-A·terre 

a small apartment or house 1n a city 
which belongs to someone whose main 
home Is somewhere else and which they 
have so !hat thoy can vlslt the city 
whenever they want • He has a pWd.fz· 
terre in Jlfayfair and a}it<e·bedroom fwuse 
in Dorset. 

pie-eyed 
be pia-eyed old-j'ashicned 

to be drunk • A/li!.r clily two bettles cJ 
cider they were completely pie-ey'td. 

pig 
a pig fn a poke 

something that you buy or accept 
wi thout first seeing it or knOVi·lng what it 

is like. with the result that it misht not be 
what you want • Clcthi!.sfrom a cet.alcgue 
are a pig in a peke. l~u can't feel the 
q!JO.llty oJ the fabric or know if theclctlles 
willfU. 

eat like a pig Wormal 
to cat a Jot. or to ~at noislly a.nd 
unpleasantly • Christine Is one af those 
lucky people wlw can eat lilie a pis and 
sttll Slay thtn. 

In a pig's eye Arrn>J·ican, iriformal 
something that you sny which means you 
think there ls no chance that something 
is true or that something will happen 
•1•1£. in lct.-e wlth Sandra? In a pig's ey-e I 
am. 

make 4 pig of yourself lriformal X 
to eat too m uch • I made a real ptg cJ 
myself at Christmas so 1 'm on a diet 
again. 

make a pig's ear of sth/doing stll Brtrisfl. 
Wormal 
to do sometblng very badly • Ttm madR 
a rl$ht pig's ear of putttng those shelves 
up. 

Pig's arse! Australian, LWJI iliformal 
something that you say when you do not 
bclic\'e what someone has just toM you 
• She told )-•ou she was pregnant? Pig's 
arse!-don't .believe a ward she says. 

sweat like a pig Wormal 
to sweat (= have liquid coming out of 
your skln) a lot • I was so nert.-oLCS, I u:as 
sweating like a pig. 

pigeon 
b@ sb's pigeon British & Australian, old· 

fashiorwd 
if something 1s someone's ptgeon. they 
are responsible fot· It • Flnaru;e isn't my 
pigron. Ask 13rlan about thaJ. 

piggy 
piggy In the middle Brttlsh &Australfun 

somoonc who 1s between two people or 
groups who are arguing but who does 
not want to agree wlth clth<:r of them 
• It's awful. They argue tJie wJUJJe time 
and I always end up as piggy tn the 
middle. 
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pigs 
Pigs might fly. British, Arntriclln & 

Alt$tra/14n. irifornllll 
Pigs an fly • .A.merlcan.lrifornwl 

somethin£ that you say which means you 
think there is no chance at aU d 
something happening • Til pay you back 
on Frtd(IJI. I promise.' 'lmh, and pigs 
mlghtjly. • 

pike 
come down the pike Amulcan 

to happen or appear 4:::> Pike is short for 
'turnpike' in American English and 
means a large. main road. 
• Molrww1.shtd c:hiiJ!Fm an ~ to 
cald1 any di~ thal COI7U'S down tM 
plkt. 

down the pike Americon 
1t an event is a partkular period or time 
down the pil<e. it will not happen until 
that petiod of time h86 passed • Five 
}'ears down the pike. rlu;y'llprobably how 
a kid or tu.l(l. 

pill 
sugar/sweeten the p UI British, Ameriazn 

& Australian 
sugar-coat the piU American 

to make somethmg bad ~m less 
unplea.qant • Tile gOOI!Tn~t llaue cut 
income tax to sweeten thl! pill of a tough 
budgeL 

pillar 
from pillar to pon British & Australian 

if someone goes from pillar to post, they 
are fon:ed to keep moving from one place 
ta another • Aller his 1/Wt/l.fr dttd, Dilly 
was pa.sstJ! /rom pUklr to post and cndM 
rtp in a children's home. 

pillow 
pillow ulk lriformal 

conwrsations that people who are In 
love have \\"hen they are in bed together 
• She m.}oJ.-ed most tht quiet lime 
they spent together qfter thq had 
7IUllk loce, the pillow talk, the slwrfd 

~-

pills 
pop pills 

to take too many pUls • (usually m 
continuous tenses) Soon she was popping 
pilts again in an (/)brt to COpt wtlh th# 
inawsingpressureof her}ob. 
pill-popping • As their relattonshtp fell 
apart. his pill-popping started to get 
seriously out Q{ cent rot. 

pin 
p in st}l on sb 

to blame someone for someU\Ing. 
especially something they did not do 
• The~ rried to pin w mrmhr on IM 
dead u;oman's husband.. 

p in money 
a smltll amount of money that )"Ou earn 
and spend on things for )"Ourself • SM 
has a part·tlme job that git:'t.s her pin 
money for exira treottfor Mrstlf ond the 
kids. 

You could have heard a pin drop. 
somethlng lhat you say In order to 
describe a situation when~ tbcre was 
comp{ete silence, espea.ally because 
peQple were very interested or very 
surprised by what w:IS happcnirlg 
• Margaret 's ex-husband tumtd up at tM 
wmdtng. Honest()'.)'OliCOUld haw heard a 
pin drop. 

pinch 

•• a pinch British &Australian 
In a pinch An!4rlron 

if sometlti.n.B can bo done at a pinch, 1r ts 
poss1blc 1n an llr8Cnt situation but it is 
dlfficult • Will 's cor co.n take four propk 
romfortablyJiw at a pi nell. 

feel the pinch 
to have probli.'Dl$ wllh money because 
you are earning less than before • When 
my fat.Mr tosthls)ob and wt had to ltL-ecn 
my mother:~ earnings. we real I)' starltd to 
feel th~ pi11ch. 

pinch-hit 

pinch-hit Anwtcon 
to do ~omething for someone because 
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they are S\tddenl)• unable to do It • (OftQn 

+ for ) He uns pinch-hitting f or OTU! of the 
regular TV sportscasters. and was a grrot 
SUC«SS. 

pink 

a p ink slip Amerlron 
a letter from your emplo)-er which tells 
you that you do not l.tave a job 8l\Y more 
• 11 was Christmas time whm i'vtiUer got 
his pink slfpfrom 1M compc~ey. 

the pink pound Rritish 
the pink dollar Americnn 

the money that Is spent by people Who are 
homosexual (= attnlcted to people or 
their own sex}, especially on 
entertainment • Funher proof Q{ t1uJ 
StrefiJlth Q{ the pink pound wn be seen fn 
Brighton, where there are nunurous 
sl/cces~{ulgay clubs. 

bG In tM pink oldjashiiJIU:d "" 
to be very healthy • 1 wasn't well l4st 
u.wk, but I"m back in the pink. J"mpleJJSed 
to say. 

pink·collar 
pink-collar Ameriron 

pink-collar jobs are jobs that women 
usually do, ofteo in offices and for Uttle 
money • Most women re1Umlng to work 
a.jler rafstng chtldiWI, hood for plnk­
colkzr jobs in sales and service. 

pins 
M on pins and n~les .American. & 

Austmlfan 
to be ner\'ously waJUng to sec what Is 
goln.g to happen • We're on pins and 
11cedles waiiill$ to hear whether w got 
the job. 

have pins and needles 
to feel slight, sharp pains in a part of 
your body when you move it after it has 
boon kept still for a per iod of tintO • (often 
+ ln) I'ue ~n sitting on my legfor the last 
}U)ur and now rue got pins and nee4Jes in 
myjbot. 

pipe 
a p ipe dro:tm 

an idea that could ue\>cr happen bccall.S() 

It Is amp<~ible • The classless sockty is 
}U$1 a pipe dream. 

Put/stick that In your pipe and smoke ttl 
irt/Ormal 
an lmpollte wa_v or telling someone that 
they must accept what you have just said 
e\'Cn if they do not like it • JVcll, I'm going 
GII)'!Loa:Y- SQ pm that tn your pipe and 
srrwkeit! 

pipeline 

be in Ute plp•llne 
if " plan is In the pipelJJte. It ie bllkiG 
~ auc1 wm bappeD tn me t'ut\lft 
• ~ fuwe MJerlll mtl}or propttV dl4& In 
the ;.4p/inL 

piper 
He who pays the p ipet" calls the tune. 

something that yOU say whicluueans that 
the person who provides the JT)()ney Cor 
something can deeide oow it should be 
done • You ma.v Tl()t aJ(rett with Mr Brown 
but he f!Jnded thls venture. and he who 
pays the plptr calls the tune.. 

pipped 
b e pipped atlto the post Rritish & 

Austrolian 
to be beaten in a competition or race by a 
very small amount • rd have won quite a 
rot if mcnzy but my hO~ was pipped to 
the post. 

piss 
Piss or get off the c.anfpot! llmerlcan. 

taboo 
somet.bing that you say tO someone when 
~'OU want them to make a decision and 
take action without :IllY moro dcl~y 
• Make ;"tXJr mind up. It's tl~ to pL~ or 
get off the pot! 

be (out) on the piss Drltlsh & AusJrallan. 
uerylnjormaJ 
to be in bars, drinkins a lot of alcohol • 1 
haven't seen Phil this mornlng. I think he 
,u:as ou t em 1M piss again last night. 
go (out) on the pl.ss Brilisll & 
Jwstratian, tK'J')' iriformol • n~ 're going 
out on the piss tonight - you coming? 
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take the pi5S 

1 BrillsJr & Australian. Z.'tlry Informal to 
make a joke about S()me<:ne Of' tu make 
someone look silly • (often + ou t ot) 
They're altL'<U'S tnklng tf~ piss om Q/ her 
b«ausuhe's a Barry Monllowfan. • 'You 
should wear minlskins rnore oftm -
:;'()u'ae got the legs [Or thmT. • :4re you 
taking thl' piss?' 
a piss-take Brirtsfr & Australian. very 
lllfoniUll • HQJJe I really uoon or is this a 
piss-take! 

2 Bndsh & Australian. I)Cr)• mformal to 

treat someone badly ln order to get what 
}'0\l wam • Four pounds an hour is taking 
t.M ptss. • £50 for tJwr old tlllnR? That's 
Just w kl ne the ptss. 

piss-artist 
a p iss-artist 
1 British & Australian. irlformal somoone 

who trles to m11ke pe<~ple believe tl'\ey 
have knowled.g(lo ahout a suhject, but who 
really does not know much ab<IUt it 
• Tlrose StX(l.Ucd multi·medw consultants 
werejUSl a bunch Q[ piss-artists. 

2 BriJish & Australian, Wornurl someone 
who Is often drunk • lie's o nic4r enough 
blok-e but he's a real piss ort.lst. 

pissed 
plued out ot your headlmlnd/slcull t'CI)' 

lnfon/Ull 
vet'Y drw\k • Anna was ptssed out Q[ her 
mind -she couldn't even walk. 

as pined as a fart Brit WI & Australian, 
VI'J)' infornral 

as pissed as a newt British. wry informal 
\lery drunk • Pl!ter came home from the 
pubp~asofart. 

piss-up 

couldn't organize a piss-up In a brewery 
British & A11.stralian, t'"Y informal 
if someone couldn't organize a piss-op in 
3 bl'CWCI'Y, they arc Vel'Y bad at 

o1·gani~ingU1ings lb A piss-up is a social 
occasion wbere evel'yone drlnks a lot of 
alcohol. and a brewery Is a place where 
beer is made. • Jbr god's ~ dtJn't ask 

Martin w make the arrori[Wmcnrs.. He 
couldn't organize a p1ss-up In o breu:ery. 

a p lss-up t.'eiJ' illfonna/ 
a soc1al occasion where everyone drinks 
a lot of alcohol • The p(JI'tJ• u.'I1S o rompkte 
piss-up. 

pit 
a p tt stop mcinlJ;Ameriwn, 111/onntJt 

a short stop thaf you ll\ake on a Long car 
journey in order to rest. e.'\t and go to the 
toilet • Churn icilet.s and a nice place iD eat 
are what dritoers are looking for when they 
m alie a pit stop. 

pitch 
mako a pitch for sth 

to try to pa-su.ade proplc to support you 
orgiveyousomethi.ng • Theunionmadea 
pitcllfor a rrouction in working hours. 

q~er sb's p itch Briti$h & Australian 
to spoll sl)nteoue's cll.auccs of doing 
something • She queered my pttcJI b.J• 
asking for promotion lxifore I did. 

pitched 
~ pitched battle 

an angr~· fight or argument • 'l'he~ wa.s a 
pitd1e.d battle betu:een po/i~ and rioli!T$. 

place 
a/lib's place In the sun 

a job or situation that makes you t.ppy 
end that provides you with all the monev 
and things that you want • After 
struggling Jqr )'tarS «J rru:J.:~ a namP for 
him~ he's certailll.Y earmd his place in 
tJ~-esun. 

~~~-the place 
In or to maJilo' cll!knlnt ~ • '11llre'"" 
blood all owr;thep/Jr(.e. • 1 ran all over tilt 
pia« loolrbtgjol' drem. 

as If you own tho place X 
if S()mcone behaves as if thoy own th<! 
plare. they behave 1n :m tmplcasantJ.y 
conf!dent way • 11e wa/Jc~d Into tM 0/flce 
an h lsjiJ-st dey as if he owned the place. 

be out of place 
if something or sorne<>ne is out of pbtce, 
they m-e not right or suitable for the 
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suuauon they arc lll • A nwctern building 
can look out of plau amongst Victorian 
architcclure. • l felt orJt of plcce in my 
ojflu c/cthes. with ever)oone else weariJl8 
Jeans. ....... 

1 II. $01Dtdlq tha1 haJIPjh anakos 
~ fillllnro place, H makes JOq 

u~ 8ClOlC!t.IWlg chat you did rliX 
~dWot'e • t)Qld~ 
'h(;;t the lllfloii'Cin 1 hod ~ hlill with euas 
hls~h • In lllrloJJI«e. 

2 if things fall lnto place ln 8 situation, 
they happen in a sallsfaetory way. 
without proble ms • If a project ls well­
planllld, everythinc should fall into place. 

know yow· place llumorous 
to accept your low positlon in soc1ety or 
in 8 group w Lthout trying to impro..-e It • l 
]u.stgeton with my job and de as I'm told.. I 
know my p lace. 

put sb In their place 
to let someone know that they are not as 
important as they think they are • She 
didn't like my SllRJ(esticnsatall. I was put 
firmly fn my pia~. like a MlJllhry 
schoolgtrL 

scream the p~e down informal 
to scream very loudly • You can scream 
rile plDce down if JI'OU like. but no one will 
hror.)'OU. 

places 
go places 

to ix-,oumc \'Cry sucee:ost\ll • (never ln 
simple past tenses) lie UlOS such a sifted 
musician, I aiiL'Q;>'S knew he would go 
p /c.ces. 

plague 
avoid sblsth llke the plague 

to try ,,ery bard to avoid someone or 
something that you do not lil<e 4:;, A 
plague is a se~"ious dL<:e<~se which kills 
many people. • l'm 1WI afan of partles- .In 
facti avoid t!wn like eM plague. 

plain 
aplainJ.,. 

a \\'Oman or girl who ls uot attractive • lf 
she'd betn a plain Jane. she u,oou/dn't l!aw 
had all cheattentfon. 

.,. as pla in as tho nose on yow face Old· 
fashioned 
to be very obvious • There's no di)ubt that 
he's inteliJSted in her. It 's as plain aS the 
nose on your faa . ............ 
toM WilY eiiW • 1Yie'NIJIIS It l it,..,~ 
- drtiCittJUlof IOiilnlul .. lhot "lOGS 

..J11111a lllllin oUt!lw 1110.--. 

planet 
be (living) on another planet I1!/0rl71(1/ 

if you say that someone is on another 
planet, yOU mean they do not notice what 
ls happening around tbeln and behave 
di!Tcrcnt]y from other J)C()ple • He doesn 't 
allca).s ma.Jre much sense. It's like M's on 
anolher planet luJ(f the time. 
What planet fs sb on7 trl{urmal • Of 
coune we can't cifford acy more stciJ 
What planet ls slut on? 

plank 
walk the plank 

to be foceed to leave your Job 4:;, In the 
pa~t. people on ships who had committed 
crimes were foroed to walk to the end of s 
plank(= a long Oat piece of wood) and so 
0\-er the side of th.e ship into the water. 
• SeV4?.ral Cabinet M.lntsters 1u:we been 
forr:t!d to walk Jhe plank f ollou.•.lng 1M 
latest Gooernment scandal. 

plate 
g ive/hand sth to sb on a plate )( 

to let someone get something \'Cry easi.l): 
without having to work for it • You can't 
e:x~ ez;eryrhJng to be hallded to )'Du en a 
plate-you't~got tomakeo bit4/l/fort. 

have a lot/enough on your plate 
have your plate full 

to have a Jot of w<rk to do or a lot of 
problems to deal with • I don't want to 
burden my daug/l~r Willi m)' problems; 
she's got eno14:h on her p late wtth her 
husband in prison. • Simon can't take on 
any more work. He's got hiS plaJeful/ aS it 

platter 
givelhand s th to sb on a (silver) ph1tter 

to let romeone get roiTM!thing very el!sily. 
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without having to work for It • lf you sell 
your share in the company nc~ you're 
handing the otvmnhfp to him on a siJtJl!r 
platter. 

play 
a play on words 

a type of joke using a word or phrase that 
has two meanings • It'sa play on words- I 
suppDse by calling a haJrdns:;·er's ~ Cut 
Above' they were hoping to git;e 
themse/.l!es a more sophisticated image. 

bring sth into play 
to begin to invoh-e ot· use something in 
order to belp you do something • &en 
bringing into play all the resourus 
OL'llilabk u:ould nor nsolve the immediate 
shortfall inprodudlM. 

make (•) grvat plily of sth 
mak• a b ig plAy of sth 

to do something in a way !hat makes 
people notloe wbat you arodoing, often ln 
order to make it seem more lmpomnt 
than it really is • She made grMt pllly ut 
l.gnori.ng m£ UJhen I spoke to her: 

make a play fOf' sb 
to try to start a romantic relationship 
with someone • If 1 wasn't happily 
man-ted, 1 might make a play for him 
mJ1$Clf. 

make a play fw sth 
to try to get something • Tt was rumoured 
that he would maM a p/lly tor tlw 
director"s posL 

plea 
cop a plea Amerlcan. informtll. 

to admit that you are guilt,:,· or a crime in 
order to try ro get a le&S severe 
punishment • Th.f polic., hoptd the mtm 
would cop a plea and testify agtJinst t .he 
ringleaders in tYJturn tor r~ 
WJtem:.f.$. 

pleased 
be as piO;ISed iiS Punch old..fashionl!d 

to be very happy about something 
Jt::> Punch Is a character 1n a traditional 
ChUdron's cntcrtalnment who iS alWays 
happy and excited. • "How does SU!llllful 

about bccrmzing a grorzny?' 'She's as 
p/w.sed as Punch.' 

pledge 
sign/take the pledge humorous 

to daolde that you are never !,'Oing to 
drink alcohol {!gain • Wey are :>'Cu 
drinking Coke? Ha~Je )'OU signed the 
pledge or sometl1i11g? 

p!enty 
There are plenty more wMn! they/that 

came front. 
something that you say in order to ten 
someone tlley will easily find another 
person or tllinl! similar to the one they 
have lost • ·&ger and l split up last 
month. ' ·oh, mt;er mind. There are plent;y 
more u:llere he=from.' 

plot 
The plot thlc;ken5. humorous 

something that you say wren $omething 
happens which makes a so'allge situation 
evell more difficult to understand • Iliad 
assum.ed the lrlshman who k~ps phonln8 
June was her husband. but It SRemS her 
hu.sbalul Is American. The plot thickem. 

lo" the plot Drttt.sh & AJJ.srrallan. 
humorous 
to beoome crazy • I was tcakinc UP in the 
middle of the night, not knowing who I 
was or where I was. I reate• thought 1 tt1as 

losing tJu: plot. 

plug 
puU the plug X 

to do something which prevents an 
activity from continuing. especially to 
:Stop giving money • (often + on) If the 
~iewingfigUTe1; drop muclr/Urther, the TV 
aJmpcmy will pull tile plug on the whole 
uries. 

plughole 
go down the plughol• Brttisll & 

AustroliDn, ilifornwt 
if a plan or work goes down the plugholc, 
it fails or ill wasted • I'll be so anriO')'ed if 
oUmyluud~~R~sdcwntiu:p~k 

Just beca.u.Se he's too lazy to flnl.sh IUs bit 
in time. 
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plum 
speak with a plum in )'"OUT mouth British 

&Australian 
if !Jomeone speaks with a plum in their 
mouth. theY speak i.t1 a way !bat shows 
they are from a very lligh social group 
• All I can remember 1$ tJu11 1M! was 
overweigh/ cmd spoke wiTh a plum in his 
mcuth. 

plunge 
take the pllll ge 

f(l do something important or dimcult 
tliat you have been thlnkirl$ about doing 
far a long lime • l·w dtdd«< tJ '*11ft 
plun-and stort up my ou:n bu$1111!D. 

plus ~a change 
plus~ change {plus c'C!St Ia mime 

chose) mainly British 
somethingthalyousay whlcl1 ~ans that 
a sintation or problem is the same even 
when the people or things in\'olvcd 1n It 
have c.llanJtcd • DespiU the cha nee In 
goz;ernmenl. single mothers an still tJw 
target Q/ spending cuts. Pllls ra change. it 
UXJuld seem. 

poacher 
a poacher t urned gamekee~r British 

someone whose job seems to lm•olvc 
working against the ~rson Who Is now 
doing the job which they did before 4:::J A 
poacher illegally kills and steals anillla1s 
on someone else's land, and a 
srunekccpcr's job is to stop this from 
h.appcnlng. • He used to be the the union 
rep bl.d nou.• he's In management- a ca.seQ[ 
poacher t.ur!Wd ganwkeeper. 

pocket 
be in sb's pocket 

if }"OU are 1n somoonc's pocket. you d.o 
everything rhat they want you to do • Tf1e 
school gover11ors are compJeuty in the 
head teacher's pocA·et. 

be out of pocket 
to have less money than you should haw 
• I'll giJJe you the money for n~.Y ticket no~ 
so you uxm'tbe out of pocket. 

d ig /d ip into your pocket 
to use your own money to pay for 

something • Pcmmts of young cllffdren 
lu:z;e to dig thep lnw thdr pocl.:ets at 
ChristJtws.ttme. 

pldc sb's poc:ket 
to steal money• from somconc's pocket or 
bag • You'd thb!k you'd ftel something If 
somrone trted to pick }'OUr pocket. 

pockets 
line sb's pockets 

if money or a system is lining someone's 
pockets. that person is rcccMng too 
much money or is receiving money that 
is not intended fortl~em • TT1ue's to bean 
imJ€st1gation fb/ll>wlng allegations that 
1M money ra/.std ls llning the pockets of 
q(J!t;Ulls.. 

line YOllr (own) pockets 
to make a lot or money in a wsy t.bllt i.<1 

not fair or honest • Sharp resigned a,trer 
oliCJJalions that he lu:d been lining his 
pockets during his time a. C()mpany 

director. 
live in each o ther 's pockets 

iC people live in each other's pockets. 
tho}' spend too much dine together • I 
don't think St's healthy the WO..l'lhose two 
lit-e Jne(J(:J• otller'spockets. 

poetic 
~ti~:justice X 

lf something that happens is poetic 
ju.<rtice, someone who has done 
something bad is m.'lde ro suffer in a way 
that seems fair • TMIV Is a kind of poetic 
justla tn thl! fad that the counrry 
mpansible for the worst ecolof!ic.al 
disaster this ccntwy is ti!C Olte sufj'eriti.IJ 
most from its eJ)'ects. 

poetlc ll~:ense -" 
the way In which wrlters and other 
artists are allov-~ to ignore rules or 
cham:e facts in their work • It's obvious 
the writer was using a certain amount of 
poetic licerwe b~J«<USe tM route she 
me.nncns has been closed tor so years. 

po·faced 
po-faced British & Australhm, /.njormal 

if someone is J»-faced, they look very 
serious and unfriendly • The wfaccd 
Ubrarian n:tusecl ro let me In without my 



305 politically 

card.. • Why dt>es she alr.roy:; look so p<>­
{aced?' 

point 
polntblanlc 
1 ir }'OU refUse point blank. you refuse 

completel.)' and wW n« change your 
declslon • H~ lodctd himself ln the 
bathroom and rtf' WAd point bklnk to rome 
out. 
point-blank • (al~ before nolUl) 
Journalists ~r'# lnjlniaud by hRr polnt­
blonk r(/U$01 to dJSCU..<3 tJ/dr dloorw. 

2 if )"'U 11.~ or tell ~eone point blank 
abOut something th.'U oould upset or 
cmba!T3S.S them. you atk or tell them 
dJrectly • You'U htwt to ask him 
poinJ blank whtthtr he toolt. tlie money or 
not. 

point-blank 
at point-blank r~n~ 

if s.omc.'()nC Is t.hot at pomt-blank rang~. 
they are shot from a very short dtstance 
away • Tho J..iltcrs walked Into the bar and 
shotlllm at poilll·blank mnee. 

!fa point of no ,.twn 
tlle tlmc tn an actlvll.)' when }"'U cannot 
&top dotne It but must co.n11nue to the end 
• And althous;h 1 wa.s bored, I'd alrmdJ• 
spent so mudt t~ lU>iiiG 1M rost4J'Ch for 
t iH! n~l thotlfelr I'd ~W>choo the point 
of no nru,.,a .. 

be bflide the point 
to be m no way eotmectcd to the subJect 
that ls bcl.nf. dl.scusscd • Io.n's a nkf 81.0' 
but that's bnlde the point Htd«sn'tlulve 
the right u~ritncrfor the job. 

miss the point 
to fail to understand what ls important 
about som~thlng • I lhink you'ue mWed 
tire polnt. It's not the money tha1's the 
pP'oblem, it'S the fact that she's not 
con.sultlng h im when she spends it. 

poison 
What's your p olson7/wmorous 

something that you say In order to 
ask someone what they would like to 
drlnk • It's m)l rotlllli. Whal's your 
poison! 

poisoned 
a poiEOnedchaJico Rrlti$11 

something tha1 harms tlle person U l.s 
lrtvcn to alt.bough Lt socmcd very good 
when they fln>t got it • The lmdershlp c{ 
the party turned out to be a J]Oi.solud 
chalia. 

poison-pen 
a potson-p4n letter 

a letter tllat has no signature and sa,ya 
unpleasant thi.ngs about the person it is 
"nt to • A{Urh•wosconulctld, his/ami/,)• 
rtceiV#d a number of pofson.~n letters. 

pole 
b eln pole position BriJiJh & Ausrmlla11 ) 

to be In tl1e best posiUon to win a 
competit ion /!::> In motor T'IICing, pole 
POsition Is the best place a car can start 
ftom. • (oflc.n - to do sth) united ar<J En 
pole position to win the clwmpion.shlp rhl$ 
yYOr. 

I wouldn't toudt sb/!lth with a barge 
pole. British &Ausrrnlian. triforTTI(II 

I wouldn't toudt shlsth with a ten-foot 
pole. Anwtcon & All.slrallan, Informal 
something that you say which meam that 
you think soml!ont' or snmething JS so 
bad thac yOU do not waru robe im·olvcd 
with them 1n art>' way • if I were }"'U. I 
u:ooldn't (J)IJdl. tha1 propwty wilh a barge 
polL 

poles 
be poles 41part 

lf two pccoplc or things are poles apart. 
lhe}· ace tOmp~ opposites • My slstn­
and I are poles opalf in persona lit>~ • Our 
polftical view$ arepo~apart. 

political 
a po&tical football 

s problem tlw politlcl3ns from ditr«''nt 
partie.~ argue about and trY to use in 
order to get an advantage for themsel~·es 
• \te ®n't wan: the rm~t~igratlon issue to 
become a political football. 

politically 
politically COm!!ct 

avoiding language or st.at~e>lll6lts that 
could be offensive to women. people of 
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other ~"aCe$, or people who are dl~bled 
(= wllo cannot usc part of their body) • I 
twtk:wi thal he na-er nt[errcd to 11er as !lis 
'girlfriend'. pnferrinc the pclltlcalzy 
t;;en·~tt(Jrm 'partller'. 

polls 
go t o th~ polls 

to vote in an election • 111erount1J• will go 
tothepc/Json61hJune. 

pomp 
pomp and circumstance 

for mal ceremony • 1'/lf! royal visit was 
accompaniM by all tht usual pomp and 
circumstance. 

poor 
a poor man's sb/sth 

SOIOOQTle or something that Ill similar to¥ 
well-known person or thing but is not a.,<; 
good • He wa.s onl)•I!I.Jer a mediocre singl!r 

- t/u!J used to call h im 'the poor man's 
FranJc Sill<ltra '. • 'So «Chat did .)'CU think 
of the fUm?' 'It was Just a, poor man's 
'Pulp Fictlon'. • 

a poor relation 
som(>one or someUll.ng thalls believed to 
be less Important than another simUar 
person or thine • Video, ow::e seen a5 the 
pcor relation of cinema, is 1ww a mc(jor 
SOU/"C'-'1 ()/revenue for film companies. 

be as poor as duach m ice old:fashioM{! 
to be very poor • Wl!en we first got 
mtJrrted. we ll.Y?re as poor as cllurr:h mice. 

pork 
pork barret Amerlcan. lnfornwl 

the actlon by a ttovcr nmcnt of spcndlll$ 
money in au area 1n order to make 
themS<llvos more popular with the people 
th~rc • lfe was cnttcal of ~ new, 
~nsive job programs as just a form of 
pork barrel. 
pork·barrel,tmmican, iliform.al• (ah\!(IYS 
before noun) The President needs to find a 
way to block these 1<-'0.Stiful pork-barrel 
prQjecJS coming/rom Congress. 

port 
a port of call Y 

a place where you SlOl> for a short time. 

e pecially on a journey • Our flrst port 
of cx11l u.YIS the®li/Theful town Q{ BrlJJlts. 

Any port In a storm. 
something that you say wblch means you 
must uc.c.ept any help )'OU are offered 
when you arn in a dilficult situation, 
although you may not want to do this • 1 
don't eL-etllike him oor'' much but Ilzad to 
mot~ ouJ c{ my flat and he cfftred me a 
place to Sla}: ~·port in a storm, as tt:zy 
stl)t 

possessed 
like a man/woman possessed 

lf you do somcthlng like a man 
pos~ssed. you do U with a lot of energy 
in a W'llY th11t is not controlled • He'd lost 
1Jw tickers and UXLs rurming round the 
house likcarnan pos~S«J. 

possession 
Possession Is nine-tenths of the law . 

something !hat you say which means that 
lf you have something. it Is difficult for 
other people to take it away from you • It 
would be hard to ask [or the piano back 
q{ler they've hod it for so long. Pos~c..'>Sion 
is r~ine·renths of the law and all that. 

possum 
play possum 

to pretend to be df!ad or sleeping so that 
someone will not annoy Of' attack you • 1 
don't think he:~ really asliN!p. HP'sp/a>:ing 
possum. 

postal 
go postal American. L'I!T)' iriformal 

to 00come ver)• angry, or to suddenly 
behave ln a violent and angry wa:,: 
esiX?Cia.U.V ln the place wheN you work 
• My Mom will co pcsral if I get horrre lale. 
• Wfum.sl!elwardshe'd beenjiredslwwent 
postal an.d started tllrowing things 
Ground the oj)1ce. 

posted 
k~ sb posted 

to make sure that somE!Ilne sh ... ays knows 
what is ha.ppening • (sometimes + on) 
Kl!l!p m e posted on an)•thing that flap pens 

while rm a.U."a}: 
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post-haste 
post·hastcformal 

as quickly as pc>sslble • A Utter u,YJs 

dispatchl!d pust-haste to th~ir rfTu:es.. 

pot 
the pot calling the kettle black 

something that you say which means 
someone should not crltlcJZe lll1(lther 
person for a fault that they have 
themselves • Elliot IU'CllStd me qf being 
~Jjish. Talk abouJ the pot rolling tilL 
kertle b/Gck! 

go to pot 
to be damaged or Sl)Oilt because of a .lack 
of care or effort • MJI diet luls gone to pot 
since the holidays. 

not have a pot to p iss in LWJI iriformal 
to be very pooc • A'U' help u:f! can offer 
thvm will be appreciated. Thzy don't have 
a pot ro pw in. 

take a pot shot 
to crlticl.w someone suddenly • {often + 
at) As IN dlrtdor was /lnfshlng his 
spe«h he /O(Jk a pot shot a1 their riDaJ's 
IIJck of principles. 

take pot luck 
to accept or choose &om \Ybat:ewr Is 
av~ wuhout knowang whether it 
wW be ~tood or not • J took potluck at the 
airport OJJd just got on tilL fii'Sl auailable 
flight.. 

throw sth into the pot 
if }'OU throw an idea or a subject into the 
pot. you sugsest it ror disc\ISSlOn • Rtgl1t, 
I think we've hod tllough talk of 
tducaJion. Does a11}'0M ~ anything 
el.st lllt:Y uxmtto throu; Into the pot!' 

pots 
pots of money 

a lot of money • Thtzy'uel!olpotsof monev 
buJ th~· newr spend any of it. 

pound 
your pound of flesh 

if someone demands their pound of 
flesh, thO}' make someone elve them 
somoUl.lng that thoy owo them. althOtl$h 
they do not need It ancJ It wlU cause 
problems for the other person £::J This 

phrase conle3 from Shakespeare's play. 
The Merchant Cf Vt!nlu. • Hls boS.'i, 
demanding his poun,d ()/ /llsh, made hmt 
ccnw into work n~n thOURII his dauJihtQ 
was seriously tiL 

powder 
a powder keg 

a situation that oould suddenly become 
extremely daJu:erous ~ A powder ke~ 
was a v.'OOd<'ll container Cor 8\11\JIOWder 
(= a sub6tanoo used for making 
explosions). • U~ k/l Just Were tM 
revoluUon. rtallzinJl that u.~ uttrt $lUfng 
on a potlid11' ktg. 

keep your powder dry 
to be ready to take action if necessary 
• AU )'OU liar;~ UJ do is k~p J-'OUr pouxkr 
dr)• and await orders.. 

take • powder Amuictm, iriforn~el 
to trove a place S\tdlknly, espoclal.ly In 
order to 11\'0id An unpleaSIInt situation 
• lie smu the police comins and took a 
powder. 

power 
~power ~hind the throne 

someone who does not havo an cflicial 
posltlon l.n a government or organwation 
but whO secretly controls It • ln his later 
}'earS. the chllirmans daughru was the 
power behind the throne. 

do ~ a power- of good inJQrrtKll 
to make someone feel much better • That 
waiJc tn tire fresh aJr did me a power Of 
Eood. 

Mo,. power to your elbow! Brllt.sh & 
AUstro.Jian. 

More power to you! American & 
Auslralian 
.something that you say to praise 
someone and to say that you hope the}' 
contilme to have succe..<s • ·r·ve d«Jdtd to 
set up my own busfrw.ss.' 'Good for YOIL 
More power to )'Our efbolti!' 

powers 
tM powers th.at be 

the people who control thl.ngs but who 
411! not known • It's up toth£pou;us that 
be UJdecide wlultshould be done next. 
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practice 
Practice makas parfact. / 

something that you say which means lC 
you do :;omethlng many times )'OU will 
learn to do it \'ef'y well • You can't expect 
co become o brilliant danC\!f o"wnight. 
but practice mak~ perfoct. 

practise 
practise wh:lt you preach British & 

Australian 
practice what you preach American 

to do what you advist.t other people to do 
• I would have more m{J€tlfor him II M 
practised what he preaclw..~. 

praises 
sing sb's/sth's praises 

ro ).ll'aise someone or something ve1-y 
much • You'L'I!' obviousl.>• made a good 
improssicn on Paul - he was singing your 
praises last night. • Mat seems lwppy 
enough tn Hrlghton- he's aJu;ays singing 
its praises. 

prayer 
not have a prayer 

ro be not at all likely ro succeed • (often+ 
of) She Jl(JSrn a prayer of u-'irminR' The 
compemton. 

presence 
' make your presence felt 

to hff\re a strong etTect on other people or 
on a situation • The n.w PDlice cl!W has 
really made ills preWJ~ftlL 

present 
present company excepted British, 

American & Au$trollan. humorous 
present compony excluded American, 

humorous 
sometl:ungthat you say which means that 
the crtticism you ha\'e just made d~ not 
dc-scrioo dtc people who are listenin~> to 
} 'UU now • Peoplt just don't know how la 
d~ in this counlr): pmsmt c.omparl}' 

excepted, Qf COUI'S¢. 

pretty 
Pretty Is as protty does. oldjaslli.onea 

something that you say-which means that 
you should judge people by the way they 

behave. not by their appearance • 'She's 
t'{?ry pn.tt)~ • 'Yes. but pretty Is as pret~ 
d!it!s. I hal.o'elft heen terrihly impressed by 
lrer manners.' 

not b e a pretty ~ight hu77WTous 
to not be pJ~s.Rnt to look at • First thing 
in the morning, Ire's not a prr:tty si{rhL 

cost (sb) a pretty penny > 
to be very e>,.-pensi\te • That diamond ring 
must hal."'!Ccsthim a pretJy pen~·. 

prevention 
Prevention is better than cure. British & 

Australian 
An ounce of prevention is worth a 

pound of cure. Amertron 
something that you say whlch ffi lllillS lt ls 
better to stop something bad happening 
tbffll it is to deal with it after it has 
happened • More advice is 1U/2ded on hDw 
to stCJJ,• hroltltY because. as we all /mow. 
prevention is beuer tlum cure. 

price 
at a price 
1 if you can get something at a price. you 

have to PI\Y a lot of mollf!)' Cm· it • Forged 
passports are ~Y:lilahk, ar a pni:e. 

2 if you can set something at a t>tice, you 
have to accept sontethillC unplea.."'!lnt in 
order to g« it • Progress has been 
achl~t'l!d. but at.a price. Many who ux>rked 
011farms wut infactcrie...' are rww without 
jobs. 

at any price 
1f you want something at am• price, you 
will do wll.atetoet you have to do in order 
to get it • IVe war1t JMaN at any price. 

pay the price 
to accept the w1plcasant results of what 
you have done • She dropped all her 
/rimds u:hen she met Srew and now that 
he's gone. she's paying the price She has 
no one co cum to. • (often~ for) llwce 
paid the price for ZLY:lr/dng I'WIIstop - my 
hitalfliiWs sufJW'Ccl. 

What price (fame/success/VIctory etc.]? 
something that you say which means it is 
possible that the fame. success ere. that 
has been aclllevcd was not worth all tlw 
suffering it has caused • What price 
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r;ktory when S() many people /lat-e dU!d to 
make i1 possible? 

pricks 
kidt against the pricks IJrlrlsh & 

Australian, literary 
to fight against people in authority 
• People in this roumry tend to follow 
rather tJwn llad. Jr takes courage to kick 
against tlu! pricks. 

pride 
Pride comes before a fall. DrUts/1 & 

/IU$lralian 
Prieto goes before 8 fa ll .4.muiron 

something that )'OU szy which means If 
you arc too conOdent about yourself, 
something bad will happen to show you 
that you are not as good as you think )'OU 

arc • Just becat~ yeu did W<111 in your 
exams doe.sn 't fTII!(III you can stop working. 
PriduomM be)oNaftJll. 

have/take pride of place 
if someth lng takes prlda of place, lt1s 1n 
the best position to be seen by a Jot of 
people • Bella's sharu-jumpinR trophies 
tok4! prldt Q[ place In the dlsploy cabiMI. 
g ive slh pride of place • (usuallY 
passive) \-furlrs by contemporary artists 
are(lit.WI ptideQ[ place in theexhibltilln. 

a;wallow }'OUr pride 
to acccpl that you have to do something 
that you think 1s embarrassing or that 
~<ou think you arc too good to do 
• Swallow pour pr/dg end roll .)'Ollr 

daughter to tell her ycu'N! S()rry. 

prim 
prim :~nd proper 

someone who is prim and proper behaves 
1.n a very formal and correct way and is 
easily shocked by anythim: rud<> • I can't 
quite imagine Ellen drinking pints of beer 
- slu:'s very prim and proper. 

prima donna 
8 prima donna 

someone who demands to be treated in a 
special way and is very difficult to plca..<e 
• ll was my job to take visiting authors oot 
to dim~er Wore they gave their talks and 
some of th.11n weron,'Qlprima doTVUls. 

prime 
8 prime mover 

someone who ha!' a lot of Influence In 
starting some thins Important • He was a 
prime mover in cWVClopint: a new style Of 

customer-friendly books/lOps In the UK. 

primrose 
the primrose path llteral"y 

if you lead some<>ne down the pr l..tnrose 
paUl. you encourage them to live fln easy 
life that Is full of pleasure but bad for 
tllCll\ • Unable tc ertioy his llClL'lY acquirl?d 
wealth. he felt he u."as being led down the 
primro:.-e path tiiOJ leads tode:.'truction. 

Prince Charming 
Prince Charming humorous 

a woman's Prince Charming ls her 
perfect partner • How much time have}-ou 
wasted sitlJt~g around waltlna for Prince 
Charming to appear? 

print 
the flne.fsmall print 

the part of a printed agreement that is 
printed smalh!r than the rest but which 
oontalns ''l!t'Y important tnformation 
• Ne'l,'er sign a contract Ulltil J!Ou have rtad 
the small prillt. 

prisoners 
take no prisonen X 

if someone takes no prk>oua-s. when 
they try to schie,·e somethlng the~· arc 
very determined and do not carl! about 
other poople's feelings • H'~ Eric"s 
angu is aroUS£d. he takes no pri.'llJners. 

prizes 
no prizes for guessing sth Brltlm & 

AustralftJn 
something that you say when lt Is very 
cas)· to guess something • (U$Ually + 
Qtle3tion word) No prizes {or gui!SSinJl 
who Neil wants roask to tire party. 

prodigal 
the prodigal son 

a man or boy who left a family or 
~anizarion in order to do something 
they did not ~~pprove of and wbo has now 
returned to them feeltng sorry for what 



he did I::J This phra..~ comes from the 
Bible. • Maru:hesw- City fcoJball club sus 
tMI"f?turn of tile prodigal son lbllicht with 
DJock once again tn tM t«Jm Qfter a 
season au.'O.)( 

production 
make a production (out) of sth 

to make something seem more 
complicated or dllDcult to do than it is 
• q you ask Tom to do anything, he always 
makes such a productum of It thm )'OU 

wish you'djust done it ¥"Ourself. 

program 
get with the program Anwican, 

fn/Ormal 
to accept new Ideas and give more 
attention to what is happening now 
• They'ue been playing the same old music 
for teny«U$QI" SO)- it's time to8el wilhthe 
program. 

promise 
promise (sb) the moon Brllish. Amulcan 

& Australian 
promise (sb) the earth British & 

.Auslrolian 
to promise somethinG impossible • He 
had promised her the earl/1 but Jiw Jlil(J1'S 

later they Wl!r'l! stllJ licir.g tn rile. same 
small hcusi.'.. 

promised 
the promised land 

a place that offers a lot of good 
opportunities Jb This phmse comes 
from the Bible. • America u.<as the 
promised land for marl}' immigram 
/amirzcs. 

prorni.ses 
Promises, promises! ln[onnaJ 

something that you say when someone 
says they will do something and you do 
not believe them • 'Ho~ly. I 1o1Jl coil 
you back thts thne. ·'Promises, pro~!' 

proof 
The proof of the pudding (Is In the 

eating). 
something that you sa>' which means that 
you cannot judge the value of something 

until you ha~ tried it • rve rnut the 
proposal and it looks promi.sing. but the 
proof of the pudding is in the. ectting. 

proper 
good/right and proper 

socially and morally acceptable • Then! Is 
a tong.h£id assumptiOn that motllerhcod 
is the right and preper palhjbr a woman 
to take. 

prophet 
a prophet of doom X 

someone who always e>."Pects bad things 
to happen • ~{)I /ather is CQllvinced thot 
this L-.ellUtn? u;iU/aU. bus tJum Ire's alll.'QYS 
lx!en a pl'(;phet of doom. 

proportion 
IIICiw sth out of (all) pl6fiGi 11M 

to lleba\'t as U' aometld"' tbat baS 
bappeoed is much worse man lt reaDy • 
• 'l'hy ltDd G IJ'rin(lr ~ In Q 

mlfWTfnt but 1M pms how blown II 0111 

Q/ on ~ "*''"'ti1111 CJbout 
dlcorr& 

pros 
the pros andcon1 

t'he-AOOd IIJU\ bad J)ll~ dl • situation, Ill' 
tht>msoas why YQU ~ orehoulCI.JIOt 
do something ~:.~ Tbta phraso comes 
fhml che Latin words 'pro'~ Which !Mans 
'for' and 'contra' whidl meat!& !elalnat'. 
• (often + on n~'llf' '*'' ~ 
rosont:l eMS o hi:Jcl#. 

protest 
protest too muc:h lituary 

if !>omeone prote~t:- too m\lch, they 1ell 
you more often than is t~Pt'Y whGt 

they feel about a situation so that ~·ott 
start to doubt tbcy aro sincere ;E::;> This 
p.''lri!Se comes from Shakespeel'e's play 
Hc:mlet. • He coriSUmtlJI denies there is any 
tJlltobiographlcoJ lnput In his tiOUe.ls. b/J.t 
does he protest too much? 

proud 
do sb proud 
1 informtll to treat someone who is visiting 

you \'ery well, especially by giving them 
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lots of good food • We ho.d a lot-ely lunch. 
Rosemary did us proud. 

2 iriformal to make someone proud of yoU 

by doing something vecy well • Once 
again, tM armtd forces have done us 
proud. 

pub 
a pub crawliMtisll &AI~traltan, 

iJifol·mal 
an occasion Ql1 wbich }'Ou go to several 
different pubs <= type of bar round in 
Rritain) in order to drink alcohol • l 
thought we might go on a pub crawl 
tonight. 

public 
public enemy nwnb.r one X 

some<Jne or something that many people 
do not 1il:c or approve of • Inflation hils 
been DUI>IIc enemy numbc- one for this 
got oernmenr. 

be In the public eye 
if someone is In the publlc C)'C. they are 
famous and are \\Titt~ about in 
newspapers and magallines and seen on 
television • It's nor alWays OO.tY beitlll In 
the public eye. 

pudding 
be i n the pudding dub Rritfsh, old· 

fashionft/ 
to be pregnant • Tina seys Kar1111 "S in tM 
pudding clUb. 

over-egg the pudding Brltlsh 
to spoU something by tr>•lng too hard to 
1m prove It • As a dir«tur; !think he has a 
tendency to ouer~gg the pudding, wilh a 
fw too matzy gorgeous shors Q{ the 
countryside. 

pulp 
but sb to ;a pulp lrt/'bri'TUll 

to h it someone hard until they are 
serious!)· injured • Ha U.'OS ~.awn to a 
pulp in a back strnl and Wt co die. 

pulse 
quicken youa•Jtke pul.se 

to make someone excited or Interested 
• There's nothing in this book to quicken 
lhepulsJ!. 

pump 
prime the pump molnl)• Amwic:an 

ro do something an order to make 
sonlcthJng succeed. especially to spend 
monoy • European go1;•ertm1cnt:s and 
bonks OTI! priming the pump u,oorld·u;ide 
/ocki111ffar alti!TI'Uitive enef'/IJI 

punch 
~at sb to the punch American 

to do something before ~one else does 
it • I wasthmkiii/IQ/ applyinKfor that job 
but carol beat T7U! to the punch. 

pack a punch WorrMI 
if someone can pack a punch, tht!}. can 
hit very hard when they are fJ.Rhtin~ 
• He's a big e;rc• - I should ITTUlgtne he con 
pack a/air punch. 

punch-drunk 
be punch-drunk 

to fool very tired and confused, especially 
afler dealing with a difficult situation 
/£; If a boxer (= man who fights as a 
sport) is PlUlCh·drwtk.. bis brain lS 

damaged because he has bc¢Il hit on the 
head too much or too haa·d. • Social 
wor/w's a t'!! prmch-drunk from tile 
crilicism they hoiJC rocejt.'€d iJ1 rece11t 
months. 

punches 
not pull any punches 

to speak in an honest way without trying 
to be kind • This man doesn't pull Cllt.)' 

ptmches. I U'Ouldn't w.·e to get into an 
argument wilh him 

roll with the punches American & 

Australtan 
to be able to deal well with difficulties or 
-criticism • The poor woman has bem 
JfflWf at and th~wned wiJh her life, but 
she just rolls wiJh tlut punclles. 

puppy 
puppy fat Rritish &Australian 

fat that a child has but which tbey lose 
when they become older • Hc·s a little 
OtJ(Jrwcight but thaJ'sjust. puppy /a1.. 

puppy love 
romantic love which a YOWl8 person feels 
rorsomeoneandv.1tichusuallydisappcars 
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s.s they become older • At the time I u:as 
s~n I would marl')' him wlum I l/r4!w up, 
butQ[ course ir was just puppy low. 

pure 
be as pure as the driven snow 

to be morally good • How dare he criticize 
me/or llavifr8 an Q.Oair? He's net exactl.l' 
as purtJ as the drluen snow hlmse(f. 

purely 
purely and simply 

for only one reason or purpose • They 
clo~'d tile mu~wn pur~ly and stmpzy 
because il cost too much to run. 
pure a nd simple • They built their robin 
attllc lake for ert}o)'ment, pure and Jim pie. 

purple 
p.~rple prose 

writing that ia more complicated and 
format than neoosgary • DfsJ>iJC 
occasional passagi!:S of purple prose. her 
latest noLII!l is still very readable. 
pwple passages • Tlurecue tong purple 
passases wlllcll distract the rerJ/kr .trom 
thl! rml point Q/ the argument. 

purse 
hold the purse s trings 

to control the spendinG~ a fam ity's or an 
orcani78tion's money • In our ~ it 
was my nwther who l~eld the purse strings. 
loosen the purse stYing.s to allow more 
money ID be spent • "~ :sflouliln't expect 
tlu! C/UlnceUor to lnosm thl! purn :strings 
too mucl1 in theBlldP.it. 
tighten tht> purse s trings to reduoo the 
amount of money that can be spent • If 
the economy gt't$ any weaker, it wiU be 
necessary for the gover1'1T11e11t to tighten 
the noticnGI pUTU strinCSstlllfurther. 

push 
at a push British&Australum 

lf you can do something at a push, you 
can do it but it will be difficult • I COl.lld 
fmish tlw. job by Friday - at a push. 
Thun;day afternQQTl. 

give sb the push 
1 IJrJtish & AUS!ralian, inforrmJl to end 

someone's employment • After twenty 
J-"eCUS 'loyalStfi'Vice, the:)' Hat'elle.r the push. 

got tho push British & AuSI.rallan. 
Informal • I hear N i'* got the push from 
the brickworks lost wuk. 

2 British & Australian, informal to end a 
relationship with someone • They'd only 
l>ecn s~ing each ot her for tu.'O u:etks wlwl 
lw Rave hill' tile push. 
get the push Hrutsh & Australian. 
lrifonnal • Mand,y's a bU upSRt - shA got 
the push from Martin last night. 

If/when push comes to shove 
if you s~ that something can be done if 
push comes to sltovo. you mean that it can 
be done If the situation becom~ so bad 
that you have tO do It • Look. if push comes 
toshoue we'lljust have to sell t i ll:! em: 

pusher 
a ~n pusher Brltfsh & Austrollan 
a pe ncil pusher .Amulcan 

someone who has a bOlingjob in an office 
• He's afrussrate:d lleSk·bollnd pen pusher 
who dreams of trel\king thrt!ughjungles. 
pen pushing British & Austrolian 
pencil pushing llnwrican • lW10 does all 
tile pen puslllngjor the golf club? 

pushing 
be pushing up (the) daisie s humorous 

to be dead • It WQII't qffect me anyu--ay. I'll 
be pushin.g up the daisiPS long Jx>,forn it 
llappe11s. 

put 
put sb off their s tride British, Am erican & 

Australian 
put sb off their stroke Brttlsh & 

Au:strolian 
to take someone's attention away from 
what they are doing so they are not able 
todoitwell • SJwu.;rumlJk/llgfinmyfaaJS 
at 11IJ!, trying to put rM of)' my stroke. 
• When rm playing ches$, tllc slightest 
notse can pul me off m.Y stride. 

put It about 
1 British, 1.-uy in.forrmJl to ruwe sex-ual 

relationships withalotof different people 
• (\lsually in continuous tmLSCS) SJw's boon 
PUllins it about a bit rew~tly. hasiL't she? 

2 to tell a lot of people news or information 
that may not be true • (usually + that) 
Her rivals put tr about that she wa.s 
responsible for thecrlsis. 
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put up or shut up irlforrnal X. 
if ~oou say smnconc should pUt up or shut 
up, you mean they should either take 
action in cnler tn do what they ha\<e been 
talking about or stop talking about it 
• You ketp sqying }'OU 're gotng to ask her 
out. IISWI. put up or shut up. 

putty 
be putty in your hands 

If ~:omeone Is putty in )'\lllr harnls. they 
will do anything you wmt them to do. 
usually be<:ause they like you so much • He 
can't saynv to her -he~ putJy in her hMds. 

put-up 
a put-up job informal 

an attempt to trick or deceive someone 
• At the time lw seemed honest enOUI(h, bus 
later; aJkr I'd gi~V!II him tlle moTUIJ( 1 
JWiliud ltlL'{J.SOpfJt·Upjob. 

Pyrrhic 
a Pyrrhic v ictory 

a victory th.at ts not worth winning 
because )"'U have suffered so much to 
achie~·e it • Winntng the case 1114>' UH!ll 
prove t() ~a PyrrhiC vtcl(Jr)l as the award 
will not even awer th$ir ucal/us. 
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qed 
QEDj'ormill 

somethinc that you say .In order to 
empbasi7.e that 11 fact proves what you 
have just said is true ~ QED is a short 
form of the latin phrase ·quod ~rat 
deJTl()nstnmdum· which means 'whrch 
was to have been proven'. • f>t.'Ople are 
ReJtlflll wllcr all the time - appa,·mt/J' tt ·s 
progress and has to dQ with Qualizy Qf life 
(CilL'ei7W'l U.'tre short QED). 

qt 
on the q.t. old.fasltlorsed 

11ccretly, without anyone 10low1ng Jb () .t . 
is a 10hort way of writing ·quiet'. • Allthls 
time she'd been making plans on theq.t. to 
cht:nge lle'r job. 

quaking 
be quaking in )'OUt boots 

to be very frightened or anxious • My first 
teacher had one of tho541 deep. booming 
&.'Oices that had you qtJDI.inB in yoor boots. 
make sb quake in their boots • Just the 
~md Q[ her voice made TTW quake in mY 
boots. 

quantum 
a quantum leap British & Ameriron 
a quantum jump Am4->rican 

a very unportant bnprovcment or 
development In something • (Oftat + 
for ward) Tire election Of a female 
president is a quantwn leap foruvml for 
se.:crmll!f}uality. • (often+ f rom) TM[ood 
at Rct:knsorts is a quantum jumP from 
the meols sm..'ftl nt mcsi Caribbean 
resorts. 

quart 
get/put a quart into a pint pot British 

ro rry to put too much of something Into a 
small space £>A quart is a unit for 

mel\l!urins liquids. It i:s equal to CWO 

pints. • rm cryill8 to get this JIIJee piw Q[ 

clothi'S CTilrnmed into thtSe two drawtTS. 
Talk about trymx ro geJ a quart into a pint 
pot.' 

queer 
a queer fish British, old-/n$hioned 

a strange person • I kmw his father and 
he was a ouoo1· js.s/1 too. 

be in Queer Street Br/Jish, old.fasllioned. 
humorous 
to ov;e a lot of money to other PtlOPle 
• Now don'tyou go doing unythinc that'll 
lalld )'Ollln Queer Street! 

question 
a question mark over sth 
1 If thcro Is a questlon mark over 

something. no one IOlows whether lr will 
continue to exist in the future or what 
will haDDen to it • Neither conmcmY has 
pr.rformed well oLvr thr. last year and 
there's a oucstion mark Oller their tone­
term sun'irol. • A question mark ha11g:; 
ot•er tJ~/IItureQ/' tlwu;hok projecL 

2 a feeling of doubt about the ability or 
quality of something • The recent S[K1h! o.f 
l:OL-ernmCIU scandals has Wi a ql.U'stion 
maf'k over t l icir ability to govern. 

be out of the question " 
if something is out of the question, it is 
noq10ssible or nOt allowed • A rrip to New 
Zrolo.11d is out of tMquestwn this year. 

beg the question ..>{ 
1 if a statement or s ituation begs the 

question, it causes you to ask a particular 
question • It's alliX'IY l~:>elltalktng about 
ex/.ra staff buJ It rather t;,._gs Jhe question 
of hOwwe·regolng topayfor them. 

2 formal if something that someone ~)'S 
beg:; the q\WStion, it suggests that 
something is ~c which might in fact be 
false • We'1·e assuming. aro we. tluU 
Anthony will $/ill be in charge tiUs time 
11m year? Thar rorher begs the quest/en. 
doesn't it? 

call &th into question forma/ 
to CB\IIie a feeling of doubt about 
sometllirlg • The roport's findings r:all 
fntoqUI!Stio11 the safttyand effidltV!ness of 
tJ 11 such druus. 
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pop the ~stton informal 
to ask someone to marry you • So we uoere 
havtng dlnn8r In lltls Italian rtstaurant 
and that's when he popped the qtNStion. 
• Do you think he's going to pop rm 
questitm tlwz. Kcuh? 

the sixty-four-thousand-dollar question 
informal 

tM miUion-dollar question ill/orm~l 
an important or difficult question which 
people do not know the answer to • So 
u:ill she marry him or not? - thaJ's the 
si.xzy{our-thousand-dollar question. 

queue 
Juqt;'ittiiiiit•iii .. ii.ii .. lRili' ~tf:lf.· Jl~uiil,,iYioiGI1 

1u mow1il ftontd peopla who b8Yit beerl 
WlritilliJ ~ b' IIOI'DMtliDS thaD JW 
• q JIOU,., to;/111¥ thiJ~Gt Q btd$111/J 
Jioft'll get 6houtld at h,y old ltldUt!l.. 
• TIW'e~ a l4nB waltlnlt lilt ftJr. hlp 
optf'atlon$, 1Ju1 you amjU/711) 1M ll&lftll • 

queue-jump rlilsll & .Au.srralicm 
• Sorry. I didn't mean to queue-jump. 
a queue-jumper British & Australian 
• f'oople who had IJXIited all night to get a 
ticlicl wen very upset by q~ue-jumpers. 

quick 
a quick fix Informal 

a quick solution to a problem, especially 
one which is only tempornry • T~ truth 
about dieting Is thllt there is no quick fix. 
Weigllt must be lest grodual[j: CH--.er a 
period of time. 
quick-fix • (always before noun} IJ'"s a 
sr.-·tem of ml!dtctne that doesn't promote 
tlw Qulck:/lx (lpprooch to the trtotment Q/ 
Illness. 

a quick one tnjonnnl Y 
a quick, usually alcoholic drink • Have 
)'OU got time for a qwck 01U' be[on you go? 

a quick study American, tnformal 
someone who is able tn learn things 
quickly • He's a quick snutJ,• arui rosily 
grasps all the details of a discussion. 

as quick as a flash/wink 
as quick as llghtning 

if you do somethlng as quick as a flash.. 
you do It very quickly • Quick as a jlc.sll. 

he snatclwd the book and ran ow of the 
room. 

cut sb to the quldc old-fashioned 
to upset someone by crltlci:zlng them 
• (usually passl\•e) I was cut to tM quick 
by her harsh remar~. 

quid pro quo 
a quid pro quo fOrmal 

something that you do for someone or 
~ivc to someo:Jc when the}' ha"'C agreed 
to do something for you Jb This is a 
Latin phrase which means 'somethinG 
tror something'. • (often -+ for ) T11e 
goi!VlrmnenJ 's commit me Ill to reli!ase 
political prisoners ts a quid pro quo for~~ 
.suspe~ian qf armed ~uggk by the nbl!ts. 

quids 
be quids ln British, irl[ormal 

to be m.11king 11 (lrot'it • lf this deal Roes 
i lhead we'll bequids in. 

not for quids Australian, in/CJrmal 
If you ~>" that you would not do 
!SOmething for quids. you mean that you 
wo1lldhatc todothatthini • £wouldn't do 
your jobforqulds. 

quiet 
be as quiet as a mouse 

co be very quiet • Shf U'OS as qllW CIS a 
mouse. I didn't even know slw'd c.omc in. 

on the quiet iriformal 
secretly • Hi.~ marriace broke up when his 
wife fOund out he'd been ming someone 
else on the q11iet. 

quits 
a II tt quits X 
1 informal to stop doing sancthing • The 

relationship Jwd been goiliJI from bad to 
u:orse arui we }USJ decided ft was time to 
caU il Quits. 

2 t11formal to agree with somcru1c that a 
debt has bec>n paid and that no one owes 
money to anyone • You paid for 1M 
t lleorre t1cJreJs so if /pay for dinn8r we can 
calHt quits. 

q1.1ote 
quote. unquote British. Amuican & 

Australian 
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quote, and quote American 
somethtng that you sa.v when you want to 
show that you ere Uf>ing someone else's 
phrase. especially when you do not think 

that phrase is true • And to think hf chore 
ro praCli.se law because it's a quote, 
unquote 'respecUd' pro{esstim! 
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rabbit 
pull a rabbit out of the hat X 

to j;Urpri.se everyone by Sl.c!denly domg 
something that shows~ lot of skill. onen 
in order to solve a problem b Pulling a 
rabbi t out of a hat ls someth1ng that ls 
often done by a person who performs 
ITUit;:jc tricks.. • He's om of those playE?TS 
whD, just when }'Oll think the game's o~ 
can pUll o rabbit our Q[ the/lot. 

rabbits 
breed like rabbits Informal 

lf people~ like rabbits, they produce 
too many babl{$ \'f!ry quickly • It 's like l 
was saying to Den!k, tlu!y all tnte.rmarry 
and thzy lJfwd like rabbits.. 

race 
a race against tirne/the dodc 

an a ttempt to do something .,oery quickly 
because there is only a short time in 
which it can be done • h 's a race agaJn.sl 
t !Jne to get the bufldlngflnlshed Wore the 
rainy season sets i1t. 
ram against t imefthe dock • Rc..<c~.~rs 
U'ere racine against rime last. nl£ht ro 
reach 1/u:.fourdiucrs, trappedZWfeetdown 
on li1eSOObed. 

rack 
ontheradt 

anxious, often because you are waiting 
for something oc bec.'luse people are 
asking you diiilcult questions • l-oo 're 

lfifl on the rack fer thnie days wnit.inc for 
tl~ resttlts frOm rile hospital. • Here u:as a 
respected poliJician being p ut on tile rack 
<= asked a lot of difficult ouestions) by 
aggre.ssiucjuntcr poltticians. 

rag 
lose your rag British & Australian. 

Wcrmat 

t o suddenly become very anC"rY and ~>tart 
shouting • He said one roc many stupid 
things and I Just lost my rag. • It U!{lS tM 
onJJ• tlm11 r.,'f ever lost f7U1 rag with 
someone in an QjJicc situation. 

rage 
be all the rage old-{ashwTU!d, iriformaJ 

t o be very fash ionable • Fake leopard 
print, so fashionable in thcsovcnms, is all 
t11erage again new. 

ragged 
be on the ragged edgo American 

to be so tired or upset that you feci you 
cannor deal with a situation • Top 
professioru:ll coaches are on thi! raggro 
~eof exhaJL..Uon and frustration. 

run sb ragged 
to make someone very tired, usuallY by 
making them work too hard • What wuil 
J}(ll'tJI preparatliHIS and lu:zvuw 1e look 
qJU:r tlle kld.s aU this Wfek. I 'Ve been ron 
ragged. 

rags 
go from rags to riches 

co start your life .,.ery Jl()Or a11d then later 
in life boolme \'9t')' r ich • People UJhc go 
from rags to riches are oftm afrnid the 
good life will be snatched awa)'[rom tMITI. 
rags-to-riches • (mays bef«-e noun) 
.Raisro in poverty b)• an unCle tn 
Ole lahoma, hts was a rro1 rags-ttH"iches 
SlOI'}~ 

rails 
be bade on the ralls Briti$11 

to be making p rogress once more • The 
minister emuced from thru hours of 
di.scussi.oJIS. confidenr thar the calks are 
now back on the ralls. 
put sth bade on the rails 81 itish • Witll 
this new album, he Jwpes ro pw hls con:Rr 
back on the ralls. 

go off the ralls iTiformal 
to start behavinR strangely or in a way 
that is not acceptable to society • He IUill 

off the rails in his uwnttn- a11d SlartM 
living on rhe streas. • By rh.t law of 
pro/xlbUilies if }'OU haoojive kids, one Q[ 

them's gcifl8 ro go all the rails. 
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rain 
(come) rain or shine 
1 whatever the \~.atlM!r is • He TUliS ewry 

mornil'l/!. roinor s/liM. 
2 if you say you will do somethJne come 

rain or shme, you mean you will do It 
whatever hRPvens • Qmu: rain or shine, 
1'11 be c/Wrt.,l prolt~ 

I'll Uke a rain chedc American, Rrititll & 
Austroltan.ln/Qf'rnal 

I' ll get a rain check Anwrican, iriforma:l 
something that you say when you cannot 
accept someone's invitation to do 
something but you would like to do it 
another tlme . (on en+ on) ru rake a rain 
check on that drink tonil/llt, if tJsaJ"S all 
righL • /10011't play tennis this afternoon 
but can I gel a rain check? 
ask (Sb) for a rain chc.lck American. 
informal • I u.-as supposed UJ St!e 1'.-[(Jrge on 
Saturdczy - I'll have Iii ask Mr /bra rain 
chedc. 

rainbows 
chase r.~~lnbows 

/ 

to waste yow· t une trying to get or 
achieve something impossible • (usuallY 
in continuous tenses) I don't think my 
parents ever bcJicue.d I'd make it a:s an 
acrcr. I think they tlwucht I was Just 
chastns rainbows. 

raining 
It's raining uts and dogs! old-fashioned 

something that YOU say when it is raining 
very heavily • It's roinins cats and dogs 
out thee! It's a wonderanyQ/ tlwrmncan 
~o-ee what they're doing! 

rains 
It never rains but it pours. 
sometbin~ thatyou~<ey which means that 
when one bad thing happens, a lot of 
other bnd things also h.'\ppen, making the 
situatkin even worse • First of all It u;as 
the car brroking dOJJJn, thenlh~.ftn In tile 
kitclwt and now Mike'S accident It III!VI!r 
rains but ir pours.' 

rainy 
save (sth) for a rainy day 

to keep an amount of money for a time In 
uu~ future when it might be needed • She 

htJs a couple cf thousand pounds kept 
aside which sl~e'ssavinsfora rainy dtl)t 
a rainy day fund an amount of n1oncy 
that you ha\-e saved • I'm hoping tlwt I 
can pay for m.y holtdco> wttJwut dipplnR 
Into my rot~· day fund. 

raison d'etre 
sb's/sth's raison d'6treformal 

tllc most lmportruu l'e(l90n whY something 
ex.lsts, or the most important thing in 
someone'sllfe• She'snet'er IJOiTI/ltOn>rin­
u:orlc is her raE..wn dWre. • SUilJus. 
e."(perirrwntal drama was ona the raUon 
d'Mn of the f~ival but it has now /:xwl 
nplaced by comed,v and cabaret slum;s. 

rake-off 
a rake-off trtJormal 

a share of the proftts of something. often 
taken in a way that is not honest 
• Cornlpt CIL'tlom.~ officers r.oere taking a 
roke-ojJ from import taxes. 

ramrod 
be as stiff/straight as a ran•od old­

fr#hloned 
if someone is as stiff as a ramrod, they 
staud or sit with their back very s traight 
and stiff • At eig/lt>~thrce, he's still as 
strai$1ll as a ramroa. 

rank 
me rank and file 

tlte ordinazy membet'S of an 
organization and not its leaders • TM 
PQJ1.Y ~sflip seems to be losing rm 
Slip porto! the rank andflle. 
rank-and-fi.le • {always before noun) 
/\'earl)' two-thirds of the vote went ICJ union 
/Rade.rs and rank•and:file parfJ-• OC'lir;isls. 

pull rank 
to usc the po~r that your position gives 
you CJver someone 1n order to make them 
do what you want • (ofien ~ (lJl) He doesn't 
haoo tlle nulhcrity 11> pull rank on me any 
more. • SJu: was boss oJ forty or mon 
people but, to her credit. she neucr on~ 
pulhdrank. 

ranks 
br~akrank5 

to publicly show that you disagree with a 
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croup of which you are a member • (onen 
+ wtth) Junior Q/T~CWS Wfrt said to be 
preparel1 ~ brwk ronk:s with the 
kadtrshtp. 

d ose rar*s X... 
ll members ol a croup close ranks, th{>)' 
publiclY shO\\' that they SUPPOrt each 
other. espccl3lly wllen people outside of 
the '"'up an~ crltJclzlng them Jb It 
soktiers close r.mks, they move closer 
t~ethcr so that it IS mon! difllcult to go 
past them. • In the paJt, tlu! party would 
hau clostd rank:s arou11d ils kadu and 
ckfi·ndtd htm toyoi()'Q8amst his crillCS. 

join tht! rar*s of Gth 
to become part or a larg~: group 
• ThouS4nd.' of )'OUnJl J>#OpU jotn the 
ranks of till unemplo:;'td each summer 
wlum they lwuc school. 

ransom 
" hold sb to ransom .X 

to force som~:ooe to do somethms by 
puttlrut lllem in ~ situlltion where 
something bad wru happen to them if 
they do not • Some pte>pu rtiW'tkd IJw 
mintn' srrlJ."t!. as the union holdVII 1M 
nation~ 10/1S0111. 

rap 
a rep across/on/over tt1e knuckles 

a punishment whi<:h is not \'el''Y !'eWre 
but wtuch warns you not to behave that 
way aea1n • Tht comrxmy rted~ a rap 
over tht knuckksfrom tlw F()()(i end DrUR 
Admimstro.tlbn. • J.kr f'f1tl4rks tcnu:d hv 
a sJuJrp rap across the lm~ /rom tJw 
Pritru MinisiD: 
rap sb'S knuckles • She rapped my 
knuckles and sene me on mJ' wa)'. 

a rap sh"t Americc.rr. informal 
information kept by the pollee about 
someone's crin1lnal ~ctivities • ~ 
gunman's rap sheet had a Ions l ist of 
weapon.s and n(lrcotiCs Qffcns41$. 

beat the rap American. iriformaf 
to escape be ins punished • Thllro 's no 
IL'ilJI lie cm1 beat the mp nom No fmuycr 
can S'at-e htm. 

' take the rap 1 
to be blamed or punishlld for somethlng 

bad that hiUl happened, espec1aJJy when It 
is not your fault • (often + for) I'm Mt 
going to take the rap tor SQmeont elst's 
mistakes. 

raptures 
go into raptures 

to talk about something 1n a \'Cey pleased 
Rnd excited way • (often ~ about) She «>mt 
into rqptures llbocd 1M chocolate coke. 

raring 
be raring to go 

ro be full of enerCY and ready to do 
sco¥:tbins • ill thrr!e in the momiJw ht 
was stUt wide awoke and rarif18 to go. 

raspberry 
b low a ra.spbet 1 y IJrilish & Australilln, 

ilifonr.al 
give a raspbeny Amu/COh,lnformal 

to make a rude noise by putting your 
tongue between )'OUT lips and blowing 
• (often + at) A boy of Till more than six 
appeared, b~ a rasp~rry• at me and 
chen ran aw<:o~ 

rat 
a rat fink American, infonna.l 

an extremely unpleasant person. or 
someone who has given secret 
mformation about you to the police • If I 
!uuJ the rat fink LChD informed on m11, ht 
won't tit~ long enough redo it again. 

a rat race 
an unpleasant way in y;Jtich people 
compete against each other at W<lrk in 
order to succee<l • Fd low to GCl our of the 
rat race and btQ• a houst in some n:mote 
part of the countryside. 

smell a rat 
to start to bclie\•e that something is 
wrong about a s ituation. especially that 
someoi'M' is being dlc;honest • Sh~ smtlled 
a rot when ~ phonoo llim at 1M OfTtc~ 
when he was sli/}/XJ$fd to~ IL'Orking lot~ 
and fiR. wasn't there. 

rat-arsed 
rat-arsed Brlflsh. L'fry tntonnol 
rat-assed Anu!rican, wry lrtformol 

very drunk • Thzy CDme hame <:ompl~tl!l:/ 
rot·arsl.'d. 
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rate 
at a rate) of knots Brutsh & ~'tralian 

if wmcone does wmething at a rate of 
knots, they do it \"ei'Y quickly /!::J The 
speed a boat travels is measured in knol<;. 
• She dld her homeworl\ at a rate of kncts 
so tlwt sllecou/d go out with her friends. 

raw 
come the raw prawn Australian. 

irifcrmal 
to vretend that you have no knowledge of 
what wmconc 1s talldng about • (us~· 
+ with) Oh, don't come rM raw prawn 
with 11111. Scott. I saw you uoritiltg down her 
telephone number as I walked into the 
room! 

get a raw deal 
to not be treated as ~'Cll as other people 
• The fact Is tJwt kids who are taught 111 
classes Q/ otoer thfrzy eel a rarotkal. 

In tha raw informal 
ua.kcd • SheQfie~•swim.s intheraw.. 

ray 
a ray of 5\lnshine 

SDme<lne or .something that makes you 
feel happy, especially in a difficult 
sih1ation • Amw all the gloom. their 
grandcllUd has bcell a rool ro;;Q/ sunsl1ine. 

rays 
catch some rays Informal 
catch a fi!W rays lriformoi 

to lie or ill outside in thl? sun • I thnught 
I'd take my lunch outside and catch afow 
rays. 

razzle 
be/go (out) on the razzle British. 

itiformol, old-{ashiOMd 
to enjoy yourself by doing things like 
goin.g to parties or dances • IVe'roe going 
old on t/1£ razzle on New Year:S Eve - do 
;•ou.faru:ycoming? 
a night (out) on the razzle iliformaL 
old-fashioned • We't.-e had a night on the 
r trafe. so r r,'(l. got a hit of a hangm;Y!r. 

razzle-dazzle 
razzle-dazzle 

activity that is intended to attract 

people's attention by being notsy or 
exciting • Antill all the razzk-dazzk of 
tM party coneentwn. it is easy to forg('.t 
about the real political iss~. 
razzle-dazzle • (always before noun) I t 
was tltilr rt:JZZM-dazzle style that ca,usht 
people's e>oe. 

reach 
reach fot tha moon/stars .. 

to tr)· to achieve Something that is very 
difficult • U you want success. J'OU luit.-e to 
reach for the motm. 

read 
t.ake it as read British& Auslralian 

to acoept that somethi.nc is true without 
making sure that it is • (often- that ) "i: 
just rook It as read that u.,-e were lnuiJ.ed 

ready 
ready cash/money 

money that is .Immediately available to 
spend • They fMI+.'(/ lntoesJors with ready 
moM)' If they're going to get the project 
starllld. 

be ready to roll 
1 mainly American tobcgoingtostartsoon 

• The new TV urics from the Illll Srreti 
Bit~ creator. St~-eDochco. ls roody lbroll. 

2 .Am6rica.n to be go ins to le81.·e soon • Give 
mea call whenyou·reready to roll, and I'll 
meet you outside. 

real 
the real Mc<:oy 

the real thing and not a copy or 
somethins:' simi~r b Kid McCoY. an 
American boxer (=-amah who flRhts as a 
sport). was c.illed <the rt>al McCQy' to 
show that he was not another boxer who 
had the same name. • Cheap sparkling 
wines cannot be labelled ·champagne'. It 
has to be thf real McCo.>~ 

Get real! ifl[omiCI 
somctWng that you say 1n order to tell 
someone that they should try to 
understand thE.> true facts of a s ituation 
lnstead. of hoping for sornethlne 
impossible • Oh. gei real! You 're n.ot tall 
e11ough to be a model. 

reap 
You .-.ap what you sow. 
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As you sow, so shall you 'Nifl·fomull 
something uw you sa.v which means 
e\-erythlna: that happcru; to you l& a result 
of your own acttons • 1/ )'00 trto1 your 
/rWld$ lrke that. of counl! thq drop you. 
Youreapwhat)'Oll$0W in this lift. 

rear 
bring up the ,..,.. 

record 

rebound 
on tile rebound 

unhappy and con1\lsed because 11. close. 
roma.nti( reLat!OnShlp of yours has 
recently finished • ~ was on the 
rebound ~n $he met Jacli. • Six monJhs 
aflu Julia l~fl hJm. he nwn'kd somtQrlt 
~on the rebt>und. 

receiving 
to buc me back or ag1'0\\Pof people t\'ho 
are walking or runnm& • Otrl was ln the 
uad. Brinp,ing liP tht rmr; a mite or so 
down tht rood, roos Stmon. 

be a1/on die receiving end • 

rear-end 

rea !'-end sth American 
to cause an accident by hitting the back 
o( the em' ln front of you • H'rs ror was 
rcaN:nded wh1le he ~ sropped at rhe 
lisht. 

rearguard 
fight a n!arguard action 

to l...r)' very hard to pnwcnt somethin,g 
from happenmg when lt Is probably too 
late to prevent it • (often • against) The 
uniclrs were fightinG a narguard action 
tJgetllrst rile Rot>ernmem'sarW!wr to strip 
themQ/ thetr powers. 

rearranging 
be Uke rearranging the deckchalrs on 

the n tanic British & Au . .<trolian, 
humJJrous 
if an acrn<ity is like rearrangil-c; the 
deckchain. on the Titanic, Lt It will ha\'C! 

no eiTett ~ 'I1le Titanic was a I&J'lle £hlp 
that sank suddenlY in tS12 wi th most of 
lts passengers. • "'1th untn1PlOJ'1'1U'N ot 
record /e~. plans fOr bdtN adaC!Ttising 
of )Db OOC4ncits ore a billike roorranging 
iMdtc:kchl:drs on the Titanic. 

reason X 
it stands to reason 

if it ~1antlS to reason that somooung 
hap-pens or is true, it is what )'OU would 
e>.'P@Cl • (oft~n + Ch at) It stands to reason 
that a c:hild that is co~tantzy cnliclud 
U!ill grow UP tO MIHlnO U(/<Oilfldeu:t.. 

if fOU are on me receiving end oC 
something unpleasant Chatscrneone dews. 
you suffer because of it • (usually + of) 
Sales assistams are o{tm at the rtaldllg 
end Q{ uubol ~from customers. 

recipe 
~a redp. for [cisaster/success etc.) 

if something is a recipe for disaster. 
success etc., it is vt!ry likely to caUSQ fills 
• Living willl your husband's ftll/llty s.s o 
recipe for d isaSter. 

record 
for the record )( 

SQlllething that you say when )'QU an! 

about to tell someone something 
important that )'OU want them to 
rvmembtt • Jwt for the record. l'v. new 
bern to his house tJIId J'r;~ onzy mtt 111m o 
few times. whatn.'flr the media ts ro,ylng. 

goon record 
to public:l.y and officially tell people your 
opinion about something • (oflon + as + 
doing sth) An you prqxJred to go on 
record as swmortinc the COW'ldl on this 
issue? 
be on rKOrd • (often • as ~ doln& sth) 
Both dQaDrs arc on T"CC())d as sa)'ing the 
d.nJR triats wert an UIIQl«JlifU!d success 

offftrecn 
if J(lll .. ~all' tbe l1IQII1l. )'UU 

dn 1ICil v.-ant I t to be publicly l"tp((IUd 
• She fiiiJM 11 d«u' lhol ,.. contlitlnl$ 
C4ll'n "'**lytD 1M rtaft tvtd Mould 1101 

be lndudtid ;n '"" tlrUcM. 
off·th~Hecord • (always before no\Ul) 
/r ·s not o good idttO ro male~ th&-r 0/ftl!t• 
record rerrw:rks too qfte.n. 
oi'POSITE on the record • None of tllc 
compan) direcwrs were prrpared to 
C0111J7Wll on 1M ncordyestmio.>t 
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put/Ht<the record straight 
to tC!ll the true facts 3boul a situation in 
ortl.et "' show ~ple that what they 
belieVed pre'.·iously WM not correct • Sh~ 
is writing lrer JJWrwir.s to set IM rerord 
!$li"(1fghl OIJL't and[ or o/1. 

red 
re<l e-ye- A merican, informal 

cl1eap whiskey(= strong alcoh olic drink) 
• The man WO$ leaning against the u,yz/1, 
S!Otufll((/rOm a /)Qttlc q[ nd (!,)'C. 

a red eye American. informal 
a flight that leaves late at night ami 
a rrives emiy the ne.xt morning • 1'1~ took 
the 1l!d eye from Sea t tk to l'fPW l'rJl"k 
red-eye • (always before noun) Thel'e's a 
red-€Jo"e fllgJU to Los Angel~JS leaving at 
l()pm. 

ncltape 
of!\cial rnles ~icb dl) nor seem 
l1l."a!!s,'<;R I') 1 and make thintJ; lulppen ~"'!r.}' 
sl01.111Y • MJ; passpo,-t CWPlicatitm l1as bun 
Mid up by MJ 14/H. 

not a red cent Amerli:an, in}Onnal 
no mone}' a t all I!:> A cent is the smallest 
coin in Vlllue in American mon~}' and is 
'I\'Ol1h ~ry little. • I did all that work for 
til em a.nd tlicy didtl't pay me a rfl(/ Wit! • It 
turns out his paintings aren't worth a 
red cent. 

a red l:terrlng 
something that takes pcq>lc's attention 
away from the main subject being tallccd 
or wdtt4!1l about • Abaut halfway lltl'f:mgh 
the hook it looked as though the butler roas 
the murderer. but that rw ·ned em to brt a 

red herring. " 
be lnthered 

to owe money to a brulk Jb Accountants 
(= people who keep ~ds of money) 
often write amounts of money that are 
owoo tn red 1nk. • Mar;y Of the swdents 
were ln. rlw red at the end q[ their first 
year. 

b9 llko a red rag to a bull 
if a statement or an action ls like a red 
rag to a bull. it makes !iOmeobe very 
angry lb Some people belil!w that bulls 
become ' 'ery &.ngry when they see the 
colour red. • tor Claire. the w.ggestion af 

o u,'Omen'()tlly commitlff was like a rciJ 
rag to a butJ. 

roll out tho red carpet 
to give an Important p~rson a spec1al 
\~·etcome • The red ccrrper was roll~ii out 
Jar the President's visiz. 
the red-carpet treatment • She was 
given the red-rorper treatment in Japan 
wllere her bOOI)·s are extremely popular. 

SHred 
to become \'l!ry angry • Wh11n he laJJghed 
in my facc, ljustsaw red. 

red-blooded 
red-blooded 

a red-blooded man has a lot of ener·gy and 
enioz-s sex very much • He's a ncrnwl. 
rcil·blcoded male- q[ course he wants ro 
skt?p with you! 

red-handed 
c.:stch sb red-h;u\ded 

to t\i%Qver somootle tloins sometbins 
illegal ot· wrong • (often + doing stlt) I 
caught him red-handed tryin.g to break 
into my car. 

red-hot 
red·hot inform(J/ 

very exciting or successful • British 
athletes are red-I!Qr at rhemomcnt. • Their 
clivo!W ts the rod-hot swry tn rhts 
mcrnir~& 'spress. 

red-letter 
a re<l·letter day 

a day that is very lmpomnt or very 
special • '1'1re dO)! our daughter t.r.vzs born 
was a realred·letter day for u.s. 

red-light 
/ 

the red-light district .><.,. 
the part of a city where JllAn.V people 
offer sex for mcmey • A prostttute was 
found murdered in the city's red·ftghl 
dJstru:t IOSJ.. nigh t. 

reduced 
in reduced circumstances slightly tom1al 

II someone. especially someone from a 
high social class, is in reduced 
circumstances. tltcy l1avc a lot less 
money than they dld before • Tiley found 
l1im living in rfduced circumstances Jn a 
flatq[f FulhamRood.. 
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regular 
be as regufilr illl dockworl< 

1! something is as r egu:ar as clocl<\\'Ork. 
it happens at exactly regular times • Her 
l~turs arrlt'ed ttotry wtek. regular as 
c:locl.-worlc. 

reign 
a reign of terror 

a period of time when a ruler contl-ols 
people in a violent and cruel way • My 
]athfr 'SfttleraJltm, wlwliv€d throogh the 
reign of terror. will never forget lt. 

reins 

Reins are strips of material used for 
controlling horses. Reins is used in the 
following expNsslons connected with 
controlling something or someone. 

futnd over the reiN 
to allow :~orneone ~lse to control 
something you controlloo previousb: 
especially an organll.atlon or a oountry 
• CQmpofiJI chiefs an often reludant to 
hand OU{!r the reins of power to younger 
people. • (often + to) 1 buil t up the 
busl.ness. bUll ha11.ded ot-er the rolns to lilY 
daJJ8hter la.stsear. 

Uike overfup the reins 
to tal<e oontrol of somtthing, especially 
an orgnni.ul.tion or o country • (often + 
of) lie took up the n:>tns qf governmms 
ltnrMdlaklyqfter the coup. 

tfghten the reins 
to start to control something or somoona 
more carefully • (often + on) She has 
ti.glluntd the reins on hu J!'OOnger sons iJ'l 
an ~ort to curb their wild behat;tour 
Woro it's too lore. 
loo~n/relaxtherelns•(often' on)The 
Gooemment hlJS relaxed the reins on 11.10ge 
conuol to boost consumer spending. 

religion 
get religion 
1 hum()rous to become very religious • He 

smtdmly got religion when he went to 
C()l/ega. 

2 American. humorous to start doing 
somctltlng 1n a ser1ous and caret\U way 

• 1 gel reUgton each time I do m)' lncomil 
tax - 1 always woru:lu why 1 didn't keep 
better records. 

Renaissance 

a Renatssanc. man/ormal 
an Intelligent and well~ucated man 
who knows a lot about many different 
subjects • He·s a poet, astrol1lHtUI1; 

musician - an all·round Rtnolssance 
man. 

rent 
a rent boy British 

a boy or a young man who has .sex with 
other men for money • He spent a year in 
LotuUJn IJJorktng as (J. rent ooy. 

rest 
the rost Is history ' 

something that you ~ when you do not 
need to finish a story because everyone 
knows what happened • 1'he Booties 
sigrwl a recording contract in 1962 and tht 
rest is history. 

Give it a rest.l lnj'onnal 
something that )'OU say when you want 
SQmeone to stop talking about something 
• 'When are )OO going to was/1 tJw 
car?' 'Oh. gtoo u a rest! I'll do it in a 
minute.' 

retreat 

butar.trnt 
to leave a place because It 1s dangerous or 
unpleasant • lVIwn the cold grows 
overwhdming. visilors can beat a 1"Cllmm 
to Joe Mulligan ·s wann saloon. • When tor 

saw tile pollee arrlvlf18 u:~ beat a hGSty 
retreot. 

revolving 

a r.volvlng door mainly American 
the movement of people from one 
orga.n.izatlon or activity to another. 
especially from government Jobs to 
private companies • (often + between) 
O>t!Bress has rtgiUeMd reJ(Ulations ro 
slew down the revolulilg door betu;een 
government cznd industry. 



rhyme 324 

rhyme 
no rhyme or rooson 

if the~ ls no rhyme or reason why 
something happens. the~ l.s no obvious 
el\J)lanation for it • I don"t know what 
makes lur bel1tn1e like tllat. Tilen:'s TW 

rhyme or reason to it. 
without rhyme or NaSon • Clumges 
haue been made to the text without rhyme 
or reason. 

ribs 
stid! to your ribs 

If something that you eal sUcks to your 
ribs. it makes )'OU feel ~·ou havl! eaten a 
lot • Tlwt drocola.te puddzng rrolly sticks 
liJ your ribs. 

rich 
a rich s-eam formal 

a s:ubjert which pr<wides a lot of 
opportunities for prople to discuss. Yll"lte 
about or make jokes about • (often + of) 
Both wars have provided a r·ich seam of 
drama for plizywriRlUS and Mt'lllisrs 
alike. • Jlls S"OCOnd novel mines tM some 
rich seam Q[ motJw--son relations. 

filthy/stinking rich Informal 
extremely rich • Most Q[ us are stlllktng 
ri£h compared to tlu! averogecJtizen In tlie 
Third Wor1d. • Palm Beach has tile 
hJ$/IesJ concentraticn q[ filthy rieh{otJc in 
thewcrtd. 

strike it rich 
to suddenly lx!cOrne rtcb • He struck It 
rich In tile oil bust11ess. 

That's (a b it) rich! 
something !hat you say wh1m sotm'!one 
cr1ticlzcs you t.o show that you do not 
think !:My ~ being fall' because they 
are as bad as you • I'm greMy? Thllt ·s o 
bU rich, comlngfrom you! 

riddles 
talk in riddles 

to talk in a way that is difficul t to 
underStand lb A riddle Is a difficult and 
confusing descript ion of something. 
• She ke{!ps tolking in riddles, instead q[ 
just coming out and saying what slle 
means. 

ride 
a bumpy/rough ride / 

a diffreult time • Cot-ernment plans tocuJ 
stck payllad a roug/1 ride tn tM House of 
Commons. • The consrmction illl;lustry is 
Infer a bumpy ride ni!Xt )-'eaJ: 

OPPOSITE an easy/smooth ride • It haS 
taken >~ to set up a support nRI.work 
WitllOUt adequate funding. It hasn't been 
an easy ride. 

come/go along for the ride 
to join in an activity without playing an 
importult part in It • My husband l.s 
speaking at the dinner and I'm just going 
altm.gfortlre ride. 

let sth ride 
to not take action to change something 
wrong or unpleasant • Don't panic about 
low.~ales. ut it ridefora U:hile iUl U'I?S€1! if 
business picks up. 

take sb for a ride ;x 

to cheat Ol' deceive someone • I trusted 
him but lu! took me[or a rtde. 

riding 
be riding hlgh 

to be VCI'YSUOCCSsful • With 311itsinRles in 
the charts. tF1e band are ridi71G higll. 
• (often+ on) Sl10ps are rldlng hiBh on til€ 
latest COTI$Umer spending boom. 

riff-raff 
r iff-raff 

an impolite way of de..o:cribing people 
from a low social Class. especl.ally peopl~ 
wllo behave badly • U~ dcn't want drug 
addicts and other riff-raff Ur;ing near It$. 

right 
Right on I Amerkcln & AU$1ralian 

something that you sey when you agree 
completely \\'ith what someone has just 
sai <l • He said lie didn't think I really 
wanted him I() be 11ere and I thought, 
'R~hton!' 

be as right as rain 
to feel well• r .ll be as rieJII as rain as soon 
aslrakemypi.lls. 

be in the right I' lace at the right t ime 
to be in the plare where an owortunity is 
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being offered • 7'hi! uuet of success Is 
bdng In tire 1 igllt pla~;e at tilt~ rlglst t lmu. 

be on the rtght trade 
to be doinc soruethlug In a w~ that will 
brtng ROOd results • Our SUCX'I$S in the 
oplnlon polls prorJtS u;e·re on the right 

put sb on the right track • Whtn tllings 
t~nt wroll8 I had a chat witll PlAIT and he 
put me bocA· on the r ight tracA~ 

not be right in the head rl'l[ormal 
to be mentallY ill • HlS aunt~ not rlsllt tn 
IM!wJ.d,poorsoul-yousometlm~seehtr 

wanderlll8 up the strttt In hu nlglute. 

h it/strike the right note 
1f sometliliut you say or do hits tho right 
OO{C, 1t l.s suitable and has a good effect 
• He saw llts remarks hc.d struck the right 
note - his friend was smiling now. 
• (st>m~tl.rnes ~ of) Tm Ceru!rol's calm 
manner htl th• r(ghl note of moderation., 
to reassure his Cllldien.ce. 

mako (all) the right noises 
to ~n to be enthuslastJc about 
something • I think she 1/.ked my 
pnsmtatlon. She certainly mcuk all lhe 
rightnooo. 

press/push the right button/buttons 
to do c:..actly what 1S nec:eliSal:)' to get the 
result that you want • Ybu haue to know 
how to p ush all the right buttons lf you 
want to be a suect$l dipltJmaL 
• Sometimes you're lnterviewlf18 scmeone 
really shy and thf!.n you press the rigllt 
button cmd they just don't stup wlking. 

see sb rlght 
1 British. il'l[ormol to give someone money, 

especially ln payment fer work th!!y have 
done • Oo and talk to ,lfr Mason when 
you've finished - he'll see you right. 

2 BriJlsh & Ausmllian. itiformal to help 
someone • If you run into a problP..m, 
spwktoLucy. S/lc'Usec)ouril;hl. 

s.veSbdgbt 
if aome«bina bid tlult haJIIMID& serwosl 
someone rfldn.lbey des~ne It • A1110111t1 
--,_ right fl 7IJUT t:hlldnn - "" 
$JIOAWIIOJOUQ&flln. • Alrdshedidn'ti:« 
J)rOirJOliDn sM'd hc!pet;l/or; lt1hkh -~ 
ltu ril/htftr bfilw IOSIIII3 

We've got a right one here I British & 
Au:.tluliun, uifurmal 
something that }lnl say when you think. 
someone ls silly or stlll)ld • We 't.'E got a 
right Olll hen! 71ri.s guy has forgotten to 
sign hi$ letter. 

would glw thelr right arm 
1f somi!Oile would give their right arm for 
something, they would like it very much 
• (Oflen • to do s th) I'd givt my right arm 
to 11U!et Sean Conner}~ • (often + foa·) LoiS 
Qj' people would gloo th~r right arm/or a 
job /Ike yours. 

right-hand 
i~b's right-hand man/woman 

someone who helps you with :r·our work 
and who you depend Ul>Ol\ • How will the 
Din.>ctorcope witllout his rlgllt·h4nd mar.. 
who resigned >'€Stertko• due to lit health? 

right-on 
right-on Bl·lti.~h 

if people or their opinions are ris;.ht-on, 
they believe evet"YOne should be n-eated 
in a fai~ way and they are careful not tD 
offend ~'One because of their sex, 
colour, age, etc. • .%e wrot~ a t-'U)I righi· 
on book about at.tUudes roJm poop/e. 

rights 
catch/have sb dead to rights British, 

American &Australian 
catchlhave sb bang to rights Brirish 

to have enough proof to show that 
someone has done something wrong • l 
u;asdrlVIng wayaboue the speed limUand 
the police radar caught me dead to rights. 

ring 
have ., ring to it 

if :t wor<l or idea has a rlnlz to lt. lt sounds 
Interesting or attra1:tivl! • (ne\-er in 
continuous tatSes) I suppost 'Catfly's 
Country O:;oking' has a unaill ring tc it. 

rings 
run rings around/round sb 

to have much more skill. abllit); or 
intelligence than som~ne else • Why 
does he talk to Alison as if she's stupid, 
when we oil know Sl1e could run rings 
around him? 
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ringside 
a rt"9Stde seatlvt.w 

lf you have a ringside seat. you are in a 
good position to watch what is happening 
at an event • !I there's going to be a 
coTI{rontatlon betu.w:n management and 
th~ unions, I'd like a rincside seaL 

rinky-clink 
rlnky-cllnk Amerfcon. tnjormal 

not lmportant or of bad quality • (alw~-s 
OOI'ore noun) We drove into a rlnky.<fink 
toum In rural Ptnnsylvanla. • This tsn'l 
rinky.<fink stuff - tt's high quality 
j!Jrn.Uurc. 

riot 
rNd (sb) the riot act 

to speak angrlly to someone about 
S()rnething they have done and warn 
thwn that they will be punished if they 
do it again ~The riot act was a lnw 
made in 1715 which sa1d how to deal with 
groups of twelve or lilQre people woo 
werecaustngtrouble. • He'd pur upwilhcz 
lot of boll bduWtour from hls son and 
thoughl iJ was time to read him the riot 
ClCt. 

run riot 
1 if people run riot, they behave in a way 

that is not controlled, running in all 
directions or being noisy or violent • 1 
dread them coming round because they let 
tlleir kid.snm rrot. 

2 if your imagination nms riot, )'OU have a 
lot of strange, e.'\;citing. or surprising 
thoughts • MY imagination was numing 
rll>t. thinking of aa the wa.>os rhaJ I could 
spend the~ 

rip 
let it/her rip malnly American, Wormal 
if someone lets a vehicle rip. they nl.alw it 
move very Cast • She put her foot on tM 
CtJT's ac«luator, and he said, 'OK, let her 
rip'. 

lot rip 
1 to suddenly express your emotions 

witllout control • This time I was fttrnus 
and I let rlp. • &'sa very mtralned sort of 
p€TSOI1- you con 't imagine him et-er n:ally 
leUing rip. 

2 British & AJJsfrallan, t-ery informal to 
allt•w ~ lu ~ from your bottom 
loudly • You au!'tjust kt rip when you're 
in asrrwrt restczurant. 

ripe 
live to a ripe old age 

to live until ) 'OU ar~ ... ery otd • Bath IUs 
grandparents Uved toaripeold age. 
at the ripe old age of sth • He died at the 
ripe old age of eig!Uy.swen. 

ripple 
a ripple effect 

if something ha.~ a ripple effect. it affects 
something e~e, whlc;h then affect:. olher 
things • Court ruling$ oft(!II have a ripple 
t:/Ject, spreading tnco areas Q/ law that 
weren't partQ/ lheorfeinal cases. 

rip-roaring 
rip-roaring 

very exciting and successful • (always 
before noun) The s11ow a-as a rip­
roar ing success. • The car WClS lczunched 
with a rip-roczring publicU>• campaign. 

rise 
R~ and shine I old-fashioned 

something that you say to tell someone to 
get out of bed and start their day • Rise 
and shine. skepy head - you lun:e to lea.toe 
for scl1ool ill twemy mtnuus. 

t~et a ris~ out of sb 
to succeed in annoying someone • ignore 
him - ~u:·s just trying to get a ri.se out of 
.)IOU. 

rite 
a rite of passage 

an activity or ceremony that shows that 
someone tuls reached an important new 
stage in their life. <.'$1)Cc1al.ly tlJC start of 
their adult Ufc • Thert's an element of 
danger to most adolescent rites of 
passage, whether they be driiJin& sex. 
alcohol or dnlgs. 



rlte-of·pasuoe • This is not mue~p 
antJtlwr drwry rlt4~passage ~-el. 

river 
sell sb down the riwt 

to do something wluch harms or 
dlsappotnts SOtMone who truSted )'QU, in 
order to Get 1111.Wantage for yourself • A 
I« Q/ f)fiOIJU/C'l tf~ey have bmuold clown 
thl rlr:w by o gmoemmdll u:ho ha~failed 
to k«ptllrir PrHI«liDn ~ 

road 
your road to OttrtQ:Sa.t$ British & 

Australfcn./onnal 
a \'ery Important experience which 
ch1111~e3 your whole I ife • It eros tllis 
Cllallct fTICI!tinR in 0 lxlr In f>orrl(urd that 
lw would lat£r tkscribe os Ills rood UJ 
Domascus. 
road-to·Damasc.us Rriiish & Australian 
formal • (alwtty5 before noun) 1 u.~f'd tn ~ 
a $/ob, b11t then l utukrwfllt a sort of 
road-to-Domcncus c:onc.~rlliion to 

jitni'SS. 

a road hog old{bsMont'd 
1:1 bad driver who !loes not allow other 
drivers to PitS$ them on the 1"01\d • Come 
on, let m4! pa.~t, rood lw&! 

The road t o hell Is p aved with good 
intentions. 
something that )•Ou Sa) which meaN 
people onen intend to !lo sood thmgs but 
muclt of the lime. they do 1101 m<lkc the 
elfort to do thost t.hlneS • ·1 kept mt011tng 
ro utslt lru but I dldn't Eft round to iL · 
'Tiu rood to httfl is PQLW U:tth good 
inUntwns. • 

down the road 
1 lf an e\'ent Is n. partJcular ()Qrlod of Ume 

down the road. 1t will not h~n until 
tbat period has pMSed • Th/.s ts 0 

wonduful inrwntion, but o rnarktrnble 
produaissawol ) ocnndown tlleroody~l. 

2 Amerlca11 1f )'OU s.ay Ulat som(!lhlng will 
happen down the road, you mean it will 
happen in the future • We nuzy at somt 
point b.U)• a lwus.: but thor's dOlun 111e 
road. 

go down ttlat road 
to decide to do tiOmcth.lng tn a partleular 
way • We'n~ thinking Q/ automating our 

}IJlll/JCe$. but II W# lU) go dou:n thot road 
~·11 nud sJ]«Wiist adoiu. 

hit ttle road 
to start a jrurne)' • It's grit inc late - I'd 
bt!!tn-/Ut the road. 

roaring 
do a roaring trade Brilish & Australian 
do a roaring buslness Amtricon 

to sella lot of goods quickly • (usually In 
contirruous tenses) IJ IMS a lu>t dily and 
the ice<ream .stllers u.:e/'f doing a roaring 
trade. • {often + ln) Tit~ tQJI lkfXJr tmcnt 
was doing a roaring lr'Cid4' in furry 
dinosaurs. 

robbery 
daylight rob~ry British, Amtricnn & 

Australian 
highway robbery American & AUstralian 

a situat ion in which you sre chllrged 
much more for something than you llunk 
)'QU should have to pay • Tllrte pounds for 
an orange)uia! l t'sdoy/ight robt;ery! 

rock 
rock bottom '' 
1 the lowe:~t possible level • Tlw morale Q/ 

prison offK.eTS is at rocA bolloln. • The 
pr~'s opinicn poU ratings hot,. hft 
rot::k bottom. 
rock-bottom • lJ, .taj•S Mre 1/ley'l'f ul/mg 
off corpn stock at rrxJc·baltom prla$. 

2 if YOU are at rock botton1. you are thr 
most unha.PPY you have m·er boon In your 
life • I'd~ ftlt so depress«~ In my life ­
I u.as at rock bMtom - so 1 started 
drinJ.illg.. • After Carty Wt me I hil rock 
bottom. 

betw~ a rock and a hard place 
if you are between a rock and a hard 
place.. you have to m11ke a difficult 
decision between two things that are 
equally unplcasan! • rm caught 
bet ween a reck and a hard p lace. (/'11{0 
with T:wbfl, it'll bt! m url1 mont tXpeJISitJe 

ond if I IJO with Jul.k. Isobef probablY 
u.'Orl't speuk to meCJ.J:aln. 

rocker 
be off your rocket' Informal 

to becraty • Spending that much ono.car! 
He mLISi bf ujJ his rvdrer! 
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go off your rocker ill/oriTUil • rd so off 
m.>• romr 1/ 1 had to suo• al hmn.e all rf(IJ> 

looking after kids. 

rocket 
give sb ;a rodtcrt Britisll & Ausualian, 

irl{ormDl 
to speak angrily to someone about 
!'omething that they have done • (often+ 
Cot·+ doing sth) /1-fy mum gar;e 1lU! a 1·ocket 
for tearing my new jeans. 
get ;a rock« British & Australian. 
informal o He got a rockJ!l from his boss 
for tieing fate. 

go like a rocket Australian 
if a machine goes like a rocket. It work!i 
''Cry well • 'How's tile new compuler?' 
'Groot. goes Iik£ a rock£t.' 

it ~n·t take a rocket scientist 
you don't h:lvo to be a rocket scientist 

lf you sm' th.1t it doesn't t~ke a rocket 
~ientW to understand ~<>mething, you 
mean that It is obvious • (usually + to do 
sth) Drugs equals o·imt. It doesn't take a 
roc~ scientist to figure that On£ out. 
it's not rocket science • "'.?'re talking 
basic common sense here - it isn't rocket 
sclend!. 

put a rockc!t under sb British & 
Australian 
tO do something to make someone hurry 
o "'-''ra going to har>c to pula rocket und<!r 
Tim if we want to wtch tllat tmin. 

rocks 
be on the rocks 

if a marriage or other romantic 
relation:;hlp is on the rockli, it has 
problems and is Ukely tQ en<l soon • 1t 
was no croot .~wpri.w when they 
annol111D;"d rllcir dit."'rce. Tile marriage 
had been on therocksforscme time.. 

get your rocks oH taboo 
lf a man gets his rocks orr. he has sex • I 
don't think he call:'S what she looks like so 
long as he gelS hiS rvck.s ofJ 

rod 
make a rod for your own back Bl"lttsf1 

to do something that is likely to caulle 
problems for you l.n the future • /'e()ple 

S(zy that if YOU let )'OUr baby sleep in j"'UI" 

bed with you. fer tile fir-st few months. 
J'OU're just makinJ: a rod for your own 
back. 

roll 
a toll i n tfte hay humorous 

sexual activity which is quick and 
enjoyable snd does not involve serious 
reelings • I wouldn't sacrifza; my 
marriage for a roll in the hay wit11 a 
waitress. 

be on a roll 
w be having a successful period • United 
are on a roll riglzt now. They''--e won 
thtrtamearru::s in a row. 

roller 
' a roUer coast« 

a siruatior. which changes suddenly and 
often between being sood and being bad 
Jb A roller roaster is a tYPe of small 
railwuy in an wm.~rrumt park which 
travels very quickly rllmbing up and 
down hOls. • The Norwl!1{iali stocknulr}i(ft 
ltas been on a roller coaster during the 
past 18 month.o;. • What th£ book does 
c:Wscribe VCI)' U."CII is theemoticmal roller­
c:QC.Ster of puberty. 
roller-co~t$ter • (always before noun) ffls 
11->>ear career has been o roller-coaster 
ride of iJVury. rehabilitatwn, and 
triumph. 

rolling 
bo rolling in It ilifornUll 

to be very rich • Q clley can af)ord a yaclzt. 
they tnU$l be ro/liiiC in it. 

get rolling 
1 American & Australian if a business or 

acti~ity gets rolling, it start~ • The Junior 
Scxrar Leacuegot rolling with its]rrst two 
games last week. • He sp;mt six months 
workinefor a small. lccal bank rl!at neuer 
got rolling. 
get :sth rolling Ameriam • Size mode o. 
few fight-hear-ted comr~~ to get the 
conwl'$0lion rolllng. 

2 Amerlcat~. 1Jt(ormal to leave a plare 
• Come on, let 'sgeJ railing- it's/ate. 

have sb rolling in the aisles 
to make an audience(= a group of people 
wa«:hi.ng a performance) laugh a lot 
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• Qmsidcred by maey UJ be one of 
BrlWit~'s btsl comedians. Izuud has had 
audiences rolllng fn the olsl~ all our the 
country. 
be roll ing in the a isles • / don't tJiinli I 
lauglled. ona and yet all around rrw people 
were t"Ollinc in tile aisles. 

Rome 

Rome wasn't built in a day. 
somctltillJ{ that yo\l say which means that 
ittakesa long t.IJrte lOdoan llnpon.ant job 
• 'SometimC!S iJ feel..~ lik4 we've spent all 
our litoes decoraJii!R t11is Jwus.e. • 1Vell. 
Rome UXJSII't built ill a dey.' 

fiddle while Rome burns 
to SPend tim~ ef\ioying yourself or doing 
things that are not important when YOU 
should be deal~ with a scdO\\S problem 
Jb This phrase comes from a story about 
the Roman en1peror Nero, who fidtlll:d 
(= played tho v1o11n) whilo the city of 
Rome was burning. • l!."nvfronmentallsts 
daim that the gouernrmmt is Flifctling 

wllileRo/711J bums. 

When In Rome (do as ttl~ Romans do). 
somet.hing that you say which means 
when you are visiting another country, 
you should behave like the people in that 
country • l don't drink wine when I'm at 
home but on flolida.>l well, rolum in Rome. •. 

roof 
a roof over your head 

somewhere to live • 1-te didn't hat'e aey 
mone,M but at tease we had a rOQf over our 
heads and food in our storrwcl!s. 

the roof c:aveSifalls In llmfrlcan 
if the roof caves in, something very bad 
S\\ddenly happens to you • Fer rhe/ITStstx 
yea!'$ of my life I was happy. Then my 
fUIIWT di(-d and til$ roof catJE'd in. 

go U,rough the roof >( 
if the level of something, e3J)eeially a 
pric:e. goes through the roof. it increases 
very quJckly • As c resuu of tl1e u;o.r, oil 
prlccs llm-oegonn tlzrough tile roof 

ralso the roof 
to make a loud noise by shouting, 
clapping ot· singing • They/inished the $et 

u;ltll llwlr current lilt and the audlena 
ruiSf?d the roof 

rooftops 
shout sth from the rooftops 

If you sa..v you want to shout some news 
from the roo!Wps, l'OU mean that YOU 
want to tell everyone about I t b<!Causc 
you aro so excited • 'U'hen 1 disco~ 1 
u:as plllgnant. l uxmted to shout it from 
tlu! rooftops. 

room 
not room to swing a cat informal 

if there is not t'Oom to $wing a cat in 11 
place. that place is ' 'el-y small • Tllen: 
isn't room toswiliG a cat in the third room, 
IJ's StJ tlt1>: • Get a so[a In rlze living room? 
You'U be lud•y - there isn't room to:swiliG 
a catin then. 

roost 
nAte U,e roost 

to be the most powerful person who 
makes all the dec;i$ions in a group • II 
was my motllRr whb ni/Pd 1M I'OOSl at 
IUJme. 

root 
root and branch formal 

if something is changed or remo''ed root 
and branch. it is chan~cd or removed 
CQmplctely because 11 Js bad • Racism 
mUSt be eUminated, root and branch. 
root-and-branch.{omral • (ahvays befo~ 

noun) 211ese prooosals amcunl to a root­
muUHan<h rdonn of tl~ $YS[em. 

• 
takeroot _, 

if an idea, belief. or system takes 1'00( 

somewhere. it trtarts to be oocepted or 
established there • ~· is now 
stn{JlHUng to calie roor In 11lOSL q[ lhe.se 
COWltri.!<s. 

roots 
put down roots 

If you put down roots In a. place. you do 
thinss which show that you want to stay 
tltere. for example making friends or 
buying a home • Tt urtXJld be hard to l@.ve 
BriGhton Qfru da.m .>~ - he's Pld 
doum.roors there. 



rope 
give sb eno~gh rope (to hang ' 

themselves) 
to allow someone to do What they want to, 
knowing that the)• wW proballly fail or 
get into trouble • I let him spook on. 
ktwwiTI8 that 11e u;ould Q{Jcnd the directo1; 

and gooe hlm}ust enOl~h rope. 

Go p in up a rope! .A/mmxm, Utboo 
a \W)' impollic way of telllngsomoone to 
go away • Oh go piss up a ropt! l'm sick of 
y011r aHnPiczining. 

ropes 
be on~ ropes mainly Ameria:m 

to be doing badly 8Jld lil<ely to fail • His 
poUtical c:areu is on the ropes. 

show sb the ropes 
to eXPlain to someone how to do a j<)b or 
acti\·lty • The new secntaT)' swrted today 
so I $fJCnt most of t1zc morninG showJ.ng 
11er tile ropes. 
know the ropes • She's been in this job 
long enough to krww the ropes. 

rose· coloured 
rose-colound glasses Rritish & 

AliStraliOII 
roso-coiOf'ed glasses American & 

Australian 
rose-coloured spectades British 

if someone th inks Hbout or looks at 
something v.ith rose-coloured gJasses, 
they think it is more pleasant than it 
really is o She's nostalgic [or a past that 
she ~s throuall rose.colcred glasses. 

roses 
put the roses In sb's c:hoeks 
bring the roses to sb's cheeks 

to ma1te someone look healthY • A brisk 
walk wiU soon put the roses back in ;)'DIIr 

chEeks. 

ro~tinted 

rose-tinted glasses Britisll, American & 
Australian 

rose-tinted spoctacles Brtttsll 
if someone looks at something through 
l'OS(>tlntM glru."SilS, they see only the 
pleasant parts of it • Sl!e has always 
looked at life through rosutnttd 8~ 

rot 
the rot sets in 

if the rot sets in, s situation starts to get 
worse • If couples stop commWIU:ating. 
that's when the rot really se:ts in. 

stop the rot 
to do somc:thillg to prevent a situation 
from continuing to get worse o The team 
had bel!n stiffering low morale lxifbre 
Smith U.'OS broug/U in tQ stop the rot. 

rotten 
be rotten to the core 

if a person or an organization is rotten to 
the core. it bcltaves 1n a w~ that is not 
honest or moral • The u:1lok legaJ s;ystnn 
is rotten to the core. 

spoil sb rotten 
to do whatever someone wants )'OU to do 
or to give them anything they want • My 
1ll~Sbalui spoils me rotten. Look a1 all this 
jewellery he's Jfit'tn me. o Thos~r children 
arespoikd roltm bJI tlu!ir grandparMts.. 

rough 
rough and roady 
1 lf you do som<!thlng Ill a rough and ready 

\\'3.): you do it quickly 8Jld without 
preparing it carefully o r~.-e done a rough 
and ready rronslation Q[ the instructinns. 
I hope il's ckar erwU(fh. 

2 not v~ry polite or well Mucatcd o Jl/.st a 
w·arntng about the men who toork/OJ' /Urn. 
they'~a bltroughand tWldy. 

rough edges 
1 If a piece oC \\l()r'k or a ~rformance has 

rough edges, some parts of it are not of 
very Rood quallty olfe'soireat}Ootba/W; 
but hi,t game still has afao rough edj,-es. 

2 if a person has ro~h ed.ges, they do not 
alway:; behRve well and politely • I~ 
him befon he was~;u«nsful, and he had a 
lot of rough fld.Ges back then. 

rough it 
to Uve in a way that is simple and not 
very comfortJblc • T/uo• pre,for to roogh it 
on their travels. and sleep tn tM car OJ' 

take a tent. 
rough justice 

a punisluuent that is not fair or is too 
severe • New evidence suggests that .the 
girls were given roughju.~llce. 



rough ttad• IX!J')' il'lfDmUil 
men who have sex with other men for 
money and wha look as if they come from 
a low social class • He rocnl UJ the decks UJ 
pick up a bit of rough tr'tlde. 

a rough d loamond Britlsh&Australlon 
a d iamond in the rough AmtriC(ln & 

.Austrol ian 
a ~rson whO docs n()( seem \'Cry pollt~ or 
well educated at first. although they have 
a Rood charactet· • Mitc-f1elf mco• lww. b«n 
a rough diamond. but lu! was absoluf.dy 
loyal UJ htsemplt)ye.r 

the rough and tumble of sth 
the part of au activity that involves 
nghting or competing • lle tii)OF$ t1te 
rough and tumb~ of politics. 
rough-and-tumble • (a lways before 
noun) He ts used to life in tfle rousii-<WJ· 
tumble airline Industry. 

cut up rough Brill !Ill. old-fashioned 
to become very 11ngry • (often + about) 
Dad cut up rough ahout me sroying out all 
ni/lhl. 

give sb a rough time 
to treat someone severely or to cause 
difflcultlesfortltem • TMix>ssKives mea 
rough tlmeV ImakeOit)•mislckes. 
have a rough time (of It) • She's had a 
rough time of lt in prl$on. 

give sb the rough side of your tongue 
British & Australian, old/a.shiorw.d 
to speak angrily to someone • Tfre boss 
ROt'e 1M tiU! rough sure Q/ her UJnguc for 
belilg la~ rwlce thIs WM.k. 

take the rough with the smooth &-iri.sJ1 
& Austl'lllian 
to accept the unpleasant partS of a 
situation as well as the pleasant parts 
• You llffll>l<to lx<p>"tfXJred t.otaketh.t:r<>W!h 
with th.esmooth in marriage. 

roughshod 
ride roughshod oV1!lr sth/sb 

to act in the way you want to, ignoring 
rules. tra,ditions, ot'Qiherpeople'sv.ishes 
• They~ the .~:overnment of riding 
roughshod over parliarrumlary pmmlure. 
• He cannot lx allowed to ride roughshrx! 
owr his colkagu~s with his ambitious 
plans. 

rounds 
do tho rounds BrUisll & Austral tan 
make the rounds American & Australian 

if you do tile rounds of people. 
orgruuzations. or places. )'OU vlsit or 
telaphone them all • (usually + oO Tony 
(Jitd I mcu:f£ thu rounds of the cheap bars In 
t ile ci()! • roo done tl~e rounds Q/ all the 
agents. but nobody has any tickets IJ!/L 

roving 
a roving eye humorous 

it someone has a roving eye, they are 
sexually attracted to people other than 
theit· partner • She U:/l her husband 
btrouse she wa.sftd up u.'ith his ro1.:il1K e>~ 

row 
a hard/tough row to hoe American 

a d.Wlcult situation to deal with 
• Trochen; haw a tough row to hoe In 
tcdQ)• :s schools. 

rub 
rub It In iii{Qnnol 

if SOJDC01lC rulls it m. they keep taDrinR . 
about somcth1na that ~ JPU. feel 
~ ur upset • IImDtD r iriobtJ ' 
mislab. bcdyoucbz'! haDe tD ruh ftfn. 

rub shoulders with sb British, American 

& Austramm, infcrrnt:Jl 
rub elboW$ with sb informru American & 

Australian 
to spend time with famous people • He's 
Hollywood's most populiJr hairdresser 
and re.,nuwly nibs s.houkkrs with wp 
~'iestars. 

the rub of the green mainl)• Rrilish 
if }"OU havetlterubof the green. you hS\'e 

good luck. cspeci3lly in a sports 
compcuuon • 1'fUs pta)..:r hasn't had 1M 
rub of the green tn the last fruJ 
rournarrnmts. 

Then!'s the rub. of.d{ashicnm 
Therein lies the rub. old-fashioned 

something that )'OU say When you are 
explaining what the d ifficulty is in a 
particular situation • You can't gn a JOb 
unU:ss you have experle12ce. And t11crc's 
tlw rub- hew db you gl't ex~rience if }IOU 

can'tgetajob? 
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rubber 
• n.bbc:r check Amcrican, lrumorou:s 

a cheque (= a piece oC paper from 
someone's bank that they :;ign and use 
for money) that is not worth anything 
because tbe person does not have enough 
monc:!y In lhe bank • The woman U'OS 

accused q writing man than $100 .. 000 In 
rubber dztt:Xs to pqy for exoensirx' jr:welry. 

rubbe r-stamp 
rubber·stamp sth 

if someone rubber-stamps a decl~lon or a 
plan. they give it official approval, often 
wlthout thlnkU\8 about it eno\lAA It:. If 
someone official has ~lned a 
document, they often put a ~,;pecial mark 
on it using a rubber stamp <= a small 
printlng dc\'icc made of rubber). • Scllool 
goLV!rnors Will Mr simp/}' rubber..stamp 
u:llat teachers hat-e alrea<JJ· decided. • 1'/ze 
court W ClS askfJd to 1tlbbf!r·stamp the 
tJepartnumt's dectstcn to free t/1~ mm. 
a rubber st11mp • The romm.tthJ-e ls just a 
rubber stamp for th1t pr~ident 's pclktes. 

Rube 
Rube Go ldberg Arnerlam, 111{ornwl 

a Rube Goldberg ple!C@ of equipment or 
plan is \'1!1')' compll~ and not very 
practical /£J Rube Galtlberg was an 
AmeJican who d.t'eW funny pictures for 
newspape-s sho\\1ng complicated 
lnwmUons. • 1'hey use a Rube Goldberg 
type contraption to OJXn and close the 
form eat e. • Tile dl)l is 110t t~ll served by 
this Ru~ Goldbtrg sclume for tl:onomic 
development. 

Rubicon 
/ 

cro$s tho Rubicon/orma/ 
to do somcthhlll which wlli ha\-e vet•y 
imPOrtant results, whicll cannot be 
changed later If::> Jullw Ci\= scru·tc<l a 
war by crossing lhe river Rubicon ln 
Italy. • Immwtlonaf p~Wil'!! may be able 
to preL-ent the cow11ry crossing the 
Rubicon to authoritarian rule. 

rude 
• rudo aw11konlng J 

if you have a rude awakening. you have a 
severe shock when you discover the truth 

or a s1t11.1.tlon • We had a rudemcokellillJ( 
wh~n we row the amount of our phonl' 
bilL • rou've ~n so spoiled IJy )'OUr 
pannts, ;•ou are in for a rude 
arcakening when poo stan to took after 
yours-el,{. 

ruffled 
smooth (sb's) ruffled f eathers 

to try to make someone feel less ansrr or 
upset, eSPecially afcer an argument • I 
spent tht Q/lemoon smoothing rW!fed 
foathf'YS and trying to ronvln~ peop/11/J 
8ive the talks another chance. 

rug 
cut a rug old:[ashiQffl!d 

to dance • Twent>• disco c!assirs on one 
CD. Now tllere 's nmsic to em (I rnc to. 

pull t ho rug fro.m under sb/Sth 
puU the rug from undor sl)'s f"t 

to suddenly take away helP or support 
from someon e, or to suddenly do 
something which causes many problems 
for them • The sd100/ pUlkd tJw rug from 
under tl1e basketball team IJy makiTIK 
tf1em pay to practise in the school 
gy11111(l.~um. 

ruin 
go t o racklwt'Cick and ruin old-{ashion£d 

if a buihiing goes to rnck and ruin. its 
oonditioo beootnC$ \-et-y b.'d bee.'~ no 
one is takJng care of it • Slw's let t/I(Jt 

house go to rarkand ndn strw CIIL~dUd. 

rule 
a rule of thumb 

a way of calculating something which is 
not exact b\11. which will hclp you to oo 
correct~ b A rule of thumb was 
origin.all:· a way of measuring using the 
width or length of your thumb. • A good 
rule of tltwn b Is to coolc two hamtfllls Q/' 
rice per perscn. 

rules 
bencllstro1th the nJles 
todo~ingortoallowsomc~ Ill do 
somethil1a which Is not usually aUow~ 
• wtdcin't U$ually Itt !>IUdi'lllS lake boCJ~ 
QWQ)! btl! I 'm wliiinc ltJ bPnd the ru/Rs on 
thi.s«eosion. 
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I"Um o couple of dU11111zy nms bifore we do rhe 

a Nm do BrlJlsh,old-fashfoned 
if 8 situl'ltion is 8 rum rto. it is strange and 
J)e()ple often do not awro11C oi it • All 
tlmrt of his ex tOh.'eS srlll live with /rim. 
lt"s a rom do if yoll a5k ~ 

rumpy-pumpy 
rumpy·pumpy British & AlJ.strollon, 

IIUmoTOUS 

se>."Ual activity • So I asked her if she 
/Ofl(.ied a b it of rumpy-pumpy. 

run 
nm and Nn main/J• IJrtrlsll 

If a subJect or an argument Is goU'\g to 
run RJUt run, people will contin ue 10 be 
Urterested in ttforalongtine • Vre·vehod 
ovu SCI) leUers on the subject ot llumOTI 
clontr~ It looks like this 1me will nm 
a nd run. 

run beforo you c:.an walk Y 
to trY to do somcthiltg COITlJllicatcd. and 
d.lff!cUlt before you ha>'c learned the 
basic skills you need to attempt lit • I 
think you should st/.ck to o simple menu 
for )our dinner pa11)~ 11lmJ's no point 
tryl1111 to nm before you can walk. 

Nn out of steam British, i.rifomml 
run out of gas American & Ausrmlian, 

Jrl[ormc.l 
to sudrtenly lose the en erg) or interest to 
continue doing what you are doing 
• She'd bem ll:llf:ing for two flours and 
wasjtJ.St starting to ron out Q/ steum. • I 
roorkcd rea(ly well tor troo monJIIS Q{ r~ 

projea then. I suddml)' ro11 ow ol sas. 
beontherun 

10 try to ll.'.'Oid lx:ing caur.ltt. CS~"lCClnUy by 
th~ polJC:O. • A $i'I'Jol k1/ler l:lltr£»1 f~ I'Ult 
kist ntBht (1jt(r i'Salpln /rOll o 

nuu:nnuTTH«uriJ;; priron. • (sometimes • 
from) lU! md hL.~jiJru~rvljeu:JutP helLVJS 
Oil tltr run}'nNn ~pollt'i! lrr Ccmcwr>' 

a dry run British. Amerimn 4: Australian 
a cbnmy run British & Australian 

an occasion when you practise doing 
something to make sure there wall be n o 
problems when }"till really do it • "~ 
decided to dD a d)JI ron at rh~ dUJI'Ch t114! 
dey b~ore th.e tceddinc. • "~ "d betur have 

1"1!01 tiling. 

give sb • run for their money 
to compete \'ery strongly against 
someone who is expected to win a 
competition • I think onl>• Lif)(ll"pool u;il/ 
be oble to gir;e .\Janchesler Vm"ml o run 
for their money next Sftl..<;On. 

have sb on the run 
to be in a .st.rong p06ltion to dl?feat 
SOim!Olle • Aftu len-t night's broadcast 
debate, he has theopposilion candidate on 
wrun. 

h01ve a good run for !w"O\U" money 
to have a I.Oll3 period of success ot· 
enjoyment • l't'e odli&oe.d o lot ln m.Y life 
and Jfeell'~hodagoodrunformynroney, 

have t.he run of swh 

to be allowed to so an~·whcrc in an are11 
• Th.cdllldrcn had rJw nm qf rhdfarm afl 
Week. 

In the long/short run 
a lollS 01" ,hOI"t t i.nte ill the f\UUI'l:l • It 
mrons ~rdtm: a bit no~ but in tire long 

run tt '/1 StJtli u.s a lot of tJW~ • AlllJOUGh 
prices nmv n~ in thr $hort run . thl!)• 
slwllld bP.grn to tall acnil1 by thf>e(ld rf tiH! 
.\'(!(11: 

make .a run for It 
to suddenlY rwl fas1 iu order to ~cape 
from somewhe~ or get to somewhere 
• Wlum th.P cuard turned Owa}: the tu:o 
prisoners made a nmfor it. • Ut"s malren 
nmfortt cusoonos thcroin ~lS U1J obit. 

runaround 
give sb the runaround informal 

to act In a way which tnakes it difficult 
for someone to do somethints. for 
ex11mple by ref\ulin~ to tell them thincs 
they need to know • rm tJying to get a 
11i.<4. bur the 011~· sUJ/1 ~P giving~ 
w ru11around. 
g et the runaround ill/Orma./ • Ever>• time 
I plume ta complain. I ke!!p geUmc t.M 
runaround. 

runes 
read the I"UI1es Brittsh,ftJrTMI 

lo try 10 guess what is going to happen in 
the future by cxamhtlng what is 
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happening now 1!:; Runes are letters or 
an ancient alphabet ~o~,ith secret or IJlAI,1i<: 
mronm~ • He was tht: first &stun 
Europtan leadtr to read the runes and 
make politletll dumgt:S to nay tn poUJtr. 

rung 
tM (firStlhlghostlnext etc.] nmg on m. 

ladder 
the first. highest, next etc. posit ion, 
especially in society ot· in a job • 111 our 
soc lezy, a mm-e. ts hardly on tJ~ sam~ rung 
of the 14ddu asajudiJe • Pre:sldenJ 0/ the 
Union at ():iford Uni~~rsity was IM/frst 
rW'IIt on tm political ladder /or him. 

running 
a running battle 

if you h.lrve a running bettlc with 
someone. you ha\~ an argument that 
continues over a long period of time 
• (often + with) I'r--e had a runninc baUic 
with the neigl1boun Clltl' tl1eir kids 
throwing stones over the fence. 

be In tho running 
if )'OU are in the running for somctl1ing, 
you ~ ill a good position to wln lt or 
acllleve It • (often+ for) This film mu..st bl! 
in the running/or a &st Pidun! Oscar. 
out of the running • Her PQOr hcoUh has 
put hcrwJQf tnerurmini:Jor rheeltctwn. 

be running on empty informal 
1 to continue to v~m and be acri\te when 

yon have no energy left • I get the 
tmpressicn he's beJ!n nmniTll! on empty for 
molllhs IUJW. AllolJd<X)' will do 111m good. 

2 AJnerlc(JJI & AlJSlralianlf a ~rson or an 
organi2atlon Is running on cmpt>\ they 
ha\'0 no new ideas or ~ not as effecuve 
as they were before • Thl. fund-raising 
campaign ll.'O.S nmninc on empty Q/W tm 
yean under t11c SlJilW. kladD. 

do/make (all) the running British 
to be the person who causes things to 
happen and develop • .Mtn an no lancer 
exptetrd to de all the nmnmc at the 
beginning of a relationship. • l/wc zcont 

thi:s campotgn to bt a succm. Jl 'S up to us 
ro maJ;e w nmnifl8. 

(Go) uke a running jump! iriformal 
an impolltc way or tclllng someone to go 
awa..v or that you will not give them 
something they want • 'Jim UXInts to 
borrow your MW CD. • 'Tell him to take a 
runningjumf). • 

run·of-the·mill 
r....rtta•mll 

ot"dhlary •lt'sjwt u ~tJ~mJil~et~r 

./flm. 

rush 
a (sudden) rush o f blood (to the head) 

if )'OU have a rush or blood to che head, 
you suddenly feel 11ery excited or ''ery 
angt)\ and do or SliY something silly 
• 1110mson U.'O) sent ttl /rH' htad-butting 
Gmy in a rWJ/1 of blood to rhe llcad. 

Russian 
pby Russian roulette 

to take bl8 risks. ln a \\ay which ls very 
dangerous 1!::> Nusslan roulette ls a \'et)' 

dangerous game where players aim a gun 
oonta.ininG one bullet at their own head!~­
• (often - with) rm not u:iUing ro p~a.,. 
Russl4n roulette u:Uh pt()pU's Jiws b)• 
drlnklng and driving. 

rut 
be (stuck) in a rut 

to do the same things all the time so that 
you become bored. or to be in a situation 
where it is imPOSsible co make proRI"CSS 
• Alfony I7U' life u,'OS m a rut. so I RO~oe up 
work ®d traf,'tllfd to Indfcl. • It's clear the 
E'COilom>' Is stUlstlld\ 1n a rut. 
get inlinto a rut • When you hllve to rook 
tiinnu evuy ntght iJ~~ to 1¢ into a ruL 
[draglgetllift et'-l sb/sth out of a/their 
rut to help someone or something to 
change their situation and to make 
progress • The president has to get hls 
dect1011 campaicn out of a ruL 



sabre-ratt.ling 
sabre-rattling British, llnwric.an & 

Australwn 
saber-rattling American 

threatening beha\'iour which is intl!lldl!d 
to frighten SOmeQne • After months of 
sal>re·rortling. tlw twosicles have agned ro 
ap«<cefulrtS(J/uJion of tllelrdi/ferentes. 

sack 
gettbe~ 

tc> be fold to M>av~ yopr job • He (lfJI Jlw 
sc.ck wfum thq _faund nllt lhal he'd lie 
abou.4his~ 
giVC! sb the Slide • After on/.J• 2 IJ)l!ei;s she 
was ehoer1 tlw sack for beins n~de ro a 
custcmer. 

sackcloth 
sa~doth and ashes sllghtlyjorrnCti 
if you wear sackcloth and !l$hes, you 
show by your behaviour that you are very 
sorry for somcthtng you dld Wl'Ong ID In 
the past, c1Dtl1es made of sacl<cloth (= a 
rough cloth) were worn by the Jews hi 
religiou!> acth:ities to show that they 
were sad or sorry for the things they had 
done wrong. • r1-'C alroody aJ>QIORiZed. 
How lcng must 1 wear sackcloth and 
ashes bs:[orc you 'llforgf.t'C me? 

sacred 
a sacred cow X 

a belief or S}-stem that is treated with 
much respect and is not usually 
criticiT.ed • The. Britl.~h kgat systm1 
remains a Sl1t:ll'd COl4 dc...'i]Jile incrt'.asing 
('Vidence that serious mistakes hm:e benz 
11UIIie. 

sacrificed 
be sacrificed on the t~ltar of sthformal 

to be <kstroyoo by an actlvlty system or 
belief that l'> bad but more important or 

safe 

more poo'Clful • Service and quaJi(>• ha1.oe 
bun sacrificed on t11e altar of prufit. 

sadder 
sadder but wiser 

if some<:>ne is sadder bl.1t wiser after a bad 
e.~pcliencc. the)• have suffered but they 
have also learned somctb.lng fi'om 1t • He 
boughJ a secvnd-hand car and endEd up 
sadder but wiser after a series of 
brcakdoums and e;wen.sit,-e repairs. 

saddle 
~ In the sacfdlo Y" 

to be in control of a situation • Willi a 
n.ew ll!oder J1rmly tn tJie S(J(]dk the party 
lnok$ set f(}r victory• at the rwJ<t election.. 

safe 
y 

safo and sound ' 
if you are safe and sound, you are 110t 
harmed in MY V.<JY. nlthoush you wct·c in 
a dangerous situation • It was tJ difficulJ 
driee bur u---e tJil arrived safe and sound. 

a safe pair of hands Briti"sll & Australian 
someone whQ you can trust to do an 
important job v.-oell without making 
mistakes • He's wlmt this troubWJ club 
needs. a good, solid maJUJger; a stif€ pair q[ 
hands. 

be as safe as houses Britisli & Australian X 
to be very safe • Don't wonJ; rvc lockt.d 
.J.'O!IY bicycle In the shed- tr's as S4{e as 
he uses. 

be in safe hands 
if someone or something is in stue hands, 
they are being looked after by someone 
who cau be trusted • 1 know my 
daughter'S in scife hands a.lthe nursery. 

ploy (it,) safe lnjornrlll 
tu be I:Jll'eflsl and not atke "rt$ki. • We 
d«id«l to play sa,/eantl wmr .the wolls Q 

fairzy llftdnll COID,r. • Tl141.'re.playilig it 
Sl1{e by notfm.-fnlfqO.J7fJ.a:./l.~ 
thq'on;un llw./lrSf year'SCJt.'fitJllnl$.. 

to be on the safe side 
if you do something to be on the safe side. 
you do something that may not be 
necessary in order to protect yourself 
against pooslblc problems • I don't tl1ink 
then are any broken bones. but you 
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should ha~Jt on X·roy)ust to be on the 
safcsidt. 

safety 
a safety not 

a ll}-stcm 01 arTaJl8Cmcnt that helps yon 
if you hsve probkms, e:..peclally 
financial problems • (often + for) Tile 
IIDrdshlp fund pro!: Ilks a soft()· na for 
studCills who run out of money M/ort 
lht;)l't'tCOtnpldt:d tlkllrCf)U~. 

a r.otfety v.,ve 
a way of allowlng someone to e~'Press 
&trong or n~ve emotions wlthout 
hannmg other ~plo • (often + for) 1 
Q/lcn tllmkfootbofl acts as a fllfd)• val~ 
for a lot Q{ ston'd-up tnak czure$Sion. 

There's safety in numbers. 
somethmg that you say which means lf 
people do something difficult or 
ulll)lrmsant to.:ether, they are less likely 
to cet harmcrt or blamed • Kot>rktrwon tlte 
principle that th11rt.'s soft(>• in numhus, 
we d«tdcd we should nll go and complain 
togethllr. 

said 
there's [much/a lot etc.] to be r.otid for 

sthldotngslh 
something that you say which means tba1 
something has a lot of adVantages 
• 1'hml's a lot to~ soUl for llvtng aloM. 

whe n allis said and done 
10omethint; that ) 'OU &a)' when you are 
about to tell someone the most illlportllllt 
fact ln a situation • WMn aU is soUl and 
dont. a child's moral upbringing Is the 
parents' nsponsibi/Jt)l. 

sails 
trlm )''Our sails 

to speJld .lcss money • The $C]U)Ql is 
l!.avins to rrim its sails bec'au.se Q/ 
goownmtntcutbaclis. 

salad 
you1· 5alad days old-/11.$llioncd 

the time when you .,.,'Cl'C yotu\8 and had 
Uttlc cxperlcnoc of life • Dut that was In 
my salad days. ~re I got marritd and 
had children. 

salt 
any ijudgeflawyorl'teachor etc.] worth 

thclrsatt 
any judge. l.hwyct teacher etc. who 1s 
good at tMlr Job • .Anylo~r worth his 
salt should be aware Q/ the lak$t cho~s 
In taxation. • No }tld/le u1onh her salt 
would attempt to influence tlu!}wy. 

be the salt of the earth X 
if someone is the salt of the earth, tiw>' 
are a \'el}' good and honest person • His 
molllcr's the salt of 1M eorlh. She'd give 
}'OU flu last [IUin)l. 

rub satt lnllnto the wound 
to make a dllllcult situation even worse 
for someone • UJ.s1ns was bad ~nough, 
having to 1&4lch them m:dvill8 U~e troplzy 
Ju.sl rubbM salt Into w wound. 

take sth with a pinch ofsatt Brittsh& 
Australian 

take sth with a grain of 54lt Amerlron & 

Au.stralinn 
if you take what someone says with a 
pinch of salt, )'OU do not completel)' 
believe it • You have to take eiJCT)1hinJJ 
she sa.;-s with o p/Jich Qf sou. SM 11os a 
tendency to e:mggerate.. • ll 's Interesting to 
rt.ad tlu! rt.ports in the MltJSPOJNTS. but I 
tend to take them wit.h a grain of salt. 

same 
Same difference. 

something that you say which means that 
the d.l.ITcrmcc between two llungs 1s not 
lmponant • They wut rrztJTI'Wd for forty 
~ or was it thirty? Same dilfumce- il 
was a kmg time Gl'l}-lOOJI. 

be in the same boat 
to be in the same unpleasant situation as 
other pE!Oflle • She's a/WfU'S Cl)mplainin& 
that she! doesn't tuwc enough mone.>: but 
we'roall in the same boat • (often• as) q 
he~his}obhe'Ubeinthe$0~boatos 

aru• other untmploytd ptrson. 

by the same token 
something that you say \th!ch means th11t 
the thing you arc gohtgtosa,yne>.'t ismte 
for the same roa.sons as the thing you 
have just said • When he lllri!d a ptrson. he 
lotEd tl~em, and, by the same token, when 
hedidn'tlikeo person, 11clwtedthtJTL 
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In the samo tw.ath 
1 if you sa;., two things tn Llte same breath, 

you say two things that are so different 
that if one is true the other mu:>1 be false 
• She said s1u1 didn't I&~ hun any mDI'l! 
but tn the Slii7U1 breath said how 
wonderful he UXl$. 

2 if yon talk about two people or things l.n 
the same breath. you think they arc very 
similar • (often + as) lie's a ~lllttooty new 
dinctor but his nome has been mentioned 
in the ~anze bnatfr as Hitclrcoc1i. 

not in th9 same I~ )( 
not nearly as good as somcthilu! or 
someone else • (often + as) MY /OW' yea!' 

old computer's just nolln the same leag~ 
as the lotesr I'TUU"IIines with their super-}'a:st 
p1'0C€SS0rs. 

It's the same old story. )( 
something that you say whcn a bad 
situation has happened many tllnes 
bcloro • It's the som.t cld story - tht 
u'Omm do all the u:ork and the ml':n just sit 
around talJdnc. 

s ing the S4U11e blne .Eritish, American & 
Australtan 

s ing from ttle same 
hymnsh~~t/songshGot British 
lt a group of people sing the IAillt> tunc, 
the)· say the same things ab()ut a subject 
1n public • (usually in continuous tenses) 
I want Ui makt :su~ we ·~ oil .•i~t~;int; t he 

same tune befon Wt!Ci~any interviau-'$ to 
the newspapers. 

s peaJcltalk the same language X' 
II two poople speak the ~arne language, 
they ha\'e simDar beliefs and oplllions. 
and express themselves 1n similar wa.vs 
• 7'here's 110 use stttlng up o meeting 
beta-wn tlul envlronmentallsts and the 
constniCticn company - tfrey just don't 
SP«Jk the satiU /(1111/®RC.. 

tar sb w ith the s.1me brush 
to bcUe\'e wrongly that someone or 
something has the same bad qualities" 
somoone or something that is similar 
• (usually pass!ve) J admit. thlu som.t 
football supporters dD cause trouble bur 
it's not ftJir tlwt we're all bein;;: tarred 
wtrh the same bruslt. 

sandwich 
be one sandwich short of a picnic 

humorous 
be a couple of sandwiches short of a 

picnic htJIJIQrous 
if someone is one sandwich short of a 
picnic, they are stupid or craz>• • A/ler 
ralA·itiR to him tor about 10 mlnum I 
cl«iJ:kd l'.e was ~tuzy one sandwich 
slwrl Qf a picnic. 

sang froid 
sang fTo iCS 

the ability to stay calm in a difflcult llr 
dangenu~ situation • She shou:t!d 
remarl\all~ song froid despite a rude and 
nols;)• audience. 

sarcasm 
Sarcasm Is tho lowest form of wit. 

something that }'OU say which means that 
using SllrCBSm (;; .o;aying the opposite of 
what you mean to make a joke) is 
unpleasant and is not a very clever thing 
to do • 'We're so grot~ul to }'Ou for 
arrhJJng M~ 20 minutes late!' 'Oh really. 
MoJtl!etL\ don't you know sarmsm ts the 
lou-'l!st/Orm of wft?' 

saving 
a saving grace > ' 

a good quality that makes you like 
something or someone although you m 
not Uke anything else about them • It's a 
small cinema and rhe scats are 
wu;oniforwbk, but tlle sovi118 grace is 
th.al people aren't allowed to eat during 
thejllm.. 

savolr-faire 
savolr-fat,.. 

the ability to do or say tlte r ight thing ln 
any social situation • She demonstram 
great sat'Qir·/aire when dealing with 
dCents. 

say 
You can say that again ! Wormal 

something that you say in order to show 
you completely agree witb something 
that snmeone has just said • 'T11at was an 
absolutely delicious tuncll.' 'You can sav 
fJUJl agam!' 
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saying 
It goes without saying. 

something that you ~when you believe 
that what you will sou: next lS generally 
ae<:<!ptcd or un<lcrstood • It goes wtrflnul 
saying that we'rt deJiglzted about the ~w 
baby. 

says 
WhiJt !ill AI~ go111:s. iti/"(JrrtiJ.u 

something that you ~v in order to tl'll 
someooe which person In a group makes 
me ftnal decisions about what happens 
• Mario's tile uom leadu and whot $M 
SO)ISROe$. 

scales 
The scales fall from sb's ey~. literary 

if the ~aii!S Call from someolll!'s eyes. 
they are suddenly able to understand the 
tnull • Wllt'n I saw his p/UJIQSTPPh in tlue 
pope: tllR scales fell from my ey~oS and I 
rl!(l/ized I'd been conned. 

tip the scales 
1 to mako som11thilu! moro or less likely to 

happen. or to make someone more or le.>s 
likely «> succood • (o~n + against) 
Recent en11Lronmental disasters hat.-e 
tipped the srole:r agoinsl nil producer.t. 
• T~ sudde:n economic grtltt.•tll in the llrt!n 

$hollld tip the sca les ill f arJour of~ 
irwesm'Wfl/. 

2 to weigh a cer1ain amount • (m.'l.tallY + at) 
lie tips the scales ot)USt ouer 2SO po11nds. 

scalp 
be out for/lifter sb's sc.:~lp maJnly 

American 
to want to punish wmeone because you 
blame them for something bad that has 
hi.IPPt!nOO • The TTw,yor has rru;ule one 
mistaM too many and the t'Crers are our 
for Ills seal)). 

scandal 
a scand:al shOCl:tAm<~rictm &Australian. 

informal 
a newspaper or maga:tlne that contains 
many articles about shoclting or 
surprising c"·ents • l$ :s Just cr $C'Ondol 
sheet - full of murders, beatings. sutcltks 
and little else. 

scarce 
be as scarce as hen's teeth American & 

Australian 
to be very d1Cficult or lmpossiblo to fill~ 
• It u.oas thlf President's lllaU(Jurotlon and 
hotel rooms in l'rasMngtnn u:ere as scarce 
as hen's teeth. 

make yourself scarce lnj'omwl 
to leave, cspeci111ly in <>rder to avoid 
aoublc • I t llink rou'd bettw ma.ke 
)10111"!.-eif scarce- at least until I've had a 
chana tv tnlk to.>'OUT folher. 

scared 
be scared shit less BTiJJsh., ~ric{JJ) & 

Australian. tabOo 
be scared shit Amertron.lilbuo 

to be very frightened • I was woJ.-en by tM 
sound Q{ someone mctJing around 
c/Qwrl$t{Sin-I~ ~s/liUe.ss! 

run scared main .()1 Amulcan 
to be won·ied that you are going to be 
defeated • (usually in continuous tenses) 
There are rumcurs tlu:lt the Democrats an 
runnfn? scared after rte~Tit t>pi.nion polis 
siiOILoed tJrdr riuaiS to be liX1)I Wllnjront. 

scaredy-cat 
• sc.vedy-cat irlftmnal 

someone wbo is frightened when there Is 
no reason to be It; Tlus pnrasc is used 
espe.clally by cblldren. • Oo on you 
sc~ccat,Jump ln. 

scarlet 
a $Cal'let woman old-ftr,shi(JTied 
~woman who people think is morallY OOd 
because she has sex with a lot of men 
• Sl~e U.'OS /abelltd a SCDrleJ woman and 
excluded from polite societ}l 

scattered 
be sc.atteftd to th• tour winds literary 

if a gro11P of thin~ or people are 
scattered to tho Cour winds, they arc sent 
to different places which are Car away 
from each other • Homes were dtstroyed 
a!Ul famllii!S uorre scattl!l'td to tllt ftJW' 

winds. 

scenario 
the nightmare/worst-cas4! scenario 

the worst thing that could poss1bly 
ha,ppen • I suppose the worst-case scenario 
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u;ould be if both of us lost our Jobs at tile 
sam~ttime. 

scene 
set the sura 

to describe a situation where something 
1s going to happen soou • Ftrsr. fet'ssu tl~ 
$Cene - it was a t:oid dark n lglrt with a 
strong wi11d blowirq; ... 

set the scene for sth -< 
if you set the sce.ne for something, you 
make it possible or llkeh• to happen • Th~t 
recent rosicnarron qf two gotxlrnment 
ministers has set the $Cene for a pre­
el.ectton crisis. 
the scene is set for sth • Nrcr a 
disastrous first hal/. the St:ene wos set foro 
llumiJiating df';{eat. 

scenes 
behJndtM sell ... 

lf somethiftl hQpens behind the tee•-. 
tt hflllPIIIS aecretbc OIIIO"W!Jr when 
lllmPthlDI oiSO Is hQpcl:lble p\1bllcty 
• f)iplomar.~ lttzw ,_. lllf1l'*btl hord 
blldlrd the~ rn pnpuatlon /W the 
pet~~» fOlks. 
llshind tMICIII- • (alwass beJiJrc 
MUD) f'lleGocoiJrnmenlJitl flle!JO Ultil«f 
~ to 1M canre1&S. $howlng no $lin Q/. 
thtt lwhl~ tkw»d (If IIWiosl 

ftw~~--------------
scent 
put/throW sb off the scent 

if you throw someone off the scent, you 
Give them false or confusing infOr mation 
to try to stop them discovering 
something ~A scc:nt 1s a smell 
produced by an an1mal which can act as a 
sl.gnal to otber animals tJ:'Yin8 to find or 
follow lL • Th~t police were rlln>IL'n oJ)' the 
scent/ora while byfalseevidenagiuen by 
two Q[ 1M u;itnc...'ISe..~. 

scheme 
in the grand/great scheme of thl1195 

if you say that in the grand sch~mc of 
thinRS something is not important, you 
mean that it is not important when 
compared to much more serious thlng;s 
• In tJ~e grand scheme qf things, «!Mttter 

aTWtMr actress has her naL-el pierced is 
rwt rrolly t!lat SiJ!rlificam. 

school 
the school of hard knocks 

l&amtng through difficult c.xperietl()('s 
• An early trotning in the school qf hard 
knocks was good preparation foro career 
lnpolitics. 

schoolboy 
scfloolboy humour British & Australian 
schoolboy humor Americal1 & Australian 

stupid. jokes that are rude but not 
offensi\•e • Isn't 1u a bit old for this t)!ptof 
scJwo/.boy humour? 

science 
blind sb with science British & 

Australian 
if )'OU blind someone with science, you 
confuse them by usine technical 
language that they are not likely to 
undersamd • I think Juderided to blind u.s 
with sc~nct because lu: didn't want us 
asking OnYdifJICUlt (]Uf$tiotlS. 

score 
know the score tn.fonnal 

to know all the Important facts In a 
situation, especially the unpleasant ontos 
• lbu know the St:Ore- no paynunt until 
qftcr the artkle is published. 

settle a score 
ro harm someone woo has harmed you in 
tho past • (often - with) Police be/lew rM 
kiflu was a gang ml!mber settling a score 
with a ritYJI gan~:-

settle old scores • (often + with) She 
tiSM her farewell sp~h to Sdtle wmc old 
scores witll her opponents. 

scot-free 
get awayloff scot•f,..• informal 

to avoid tho pW11s1unent that you deserve 
or expect • ll you don't t/Jke ow o 
c:ompJatnt against him he'll get of)' scot­
fr~~e! 

scrap 
tnrow sb/sth on the scrap heap fliform.al 

to got rW of someone or sotnethutsthat is 
not wantert Of nce<led any more • (usually 
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passive} llfaiU' poople over fort)• who catl'l 
fmd a job feel th~.y'L<e bmt thrown olllll~ 
scrap lu!up. 

be on tho scrap heap • These Aids an: on 
1M scrap !leap as soon as tl~· leave school. 

scratch 
not be up to scratdl 

to not be of an accoptabl~ standard or 
quality • rm afraid )'OUr last essa,v UXJsn't 
UP to scratch. 
not came up to scratch British & 
Au$tltzllan • Under the new S)'$Um, u:(l 
will notcontinut to empll;y teachei'S whose 
work doesn't come up to sera tell. 
bring sblsth up to scratch British & 
Australian • If }'OU practise lrard on tl1i.s 
piece you shculd be able to bring it up to 
scratch b)• r~cxr week. 

from eel'_., 
if )'nil 00 IICWethill!; fmnl RCnJtc:h, )'ClU 

6hUt rlrht at ttvl \Jeg1nnln& • ~ lo.u oJJ 
our worlc in tJwfire and hod to $11Jrlfrom 
sactch. • G«JrBt biJIIl a Jl(JmfltJ trc­
«rutch. 

screw 
have a scrow loose informal 

to be craZ)' • I tlllnk rllat zooman lias a 
screw loose- she goes out In her slippers. 

saews 
put the 5CI'eW$ on sb Wormal 

to usc force or threats to m.1ko someone 
do what you want 10 In the past, screws 
or Ununbscrews \\'ere devices used to 
hurt people b}'' crushing their tllwnbs in 
order to force them to do something. 
• They put the screws on hun unat 
evtntuoli.YIIe W<JSforced ro r~~stgn. 
tightenltum tne screws on sb informal 
• 7'fle ~ are rlJJ71lng w screu.-s on 
drit.W$ who don't wear tludr seat belJ.s b.v 
finingtJwm, 

scrimp 
scrimp and save 

to spend ven· little money. especially 
'because }'OU are saving It to buy 
somethmg o.xpen.sive • {often + to do sth) 
We had to scrimp and save w buy our first 
hoose. 

scum 
the scum of the earth very informal / 

if' a group of people are the sctun of tbe 
earth, they are the worst (ypc of people 
~Scum isa~•erof unpleasantordlrty 
substance that has ftn'11led on top of a 
liquid. • Peoplewhoabusechildrmanthe 
scum of lheeo1·th. 

sea 
your sea legs 

t11c abilily to keep your balance when 
walking on a moving ship and not feel ill 
•It tovk~awhiletoget Til)! Sea legs, but 
I feel fine now. 

a sea thango literary 
a complete change • (often+ ill) The huge 
tncrrose in tile nuJn!Mr Qj people r.ccrl.ins 
jh:elam~ represents a sea cltange 111 
paU!/rns ()f employment OL"er the Ia~ 10 
>·ears. 

be at soa British, American &Australian 
be a ll at S4ta British & Australian 

if someone is a t sea, they are completely 
0Q11fused • I'm all at sea with this 
computer mam.wl. 

seal 
put/S4tt tho seal on sth slici!Jiyfonnal 

to make something certain or complete 
• The ambassador's vislt set. t11e seal on the 
mule tlRI'ee~nl MtwHn tJw IUJ() 

coumries. 

seams 
be bulging/bursting at the seams 

Wonnal 
if a place is bursting at the seams, it has a 
very large mm1ber of people or things in 
it • AU m.v family came w stay for tJze 
W«/(/fn,g and our little houM wos burstins 
aJtheseams. 

be coming/falling apart at the seams 
1 if a syswm or orr,anizatl.on is oominll 

apart at the seams, lt is ln a v~ 'bad 
conditlon and llb-etyto fail • Fora w11ile it 
seemed that tl~ whole Asian «Onomy was 
juSJ coming apart at the seams. 

2 if someone is ooming apart at the seams. 
they are feeling extremely upset andha>-e 
difficulty continuing to do the thlngs 



they usually do • It's no excuse, but we 
wcrr all u;rJrking really hard and nnne of 
us noticed that Rory was just falling apart 
at the seams. 

search 
Search me! Informal 

something that )'OU !Ia.)' when :!r'tiU do not 
know the answer to a question • 'U'Ilere's 
Jack cone?' 'Search me.'" 

seat 
be in the driving s•at Brilisll 
be in the driver's MO\t Am~rtam & 

Australian 
to be in control of a situation • Tlze 
~nsurrwr /$in tllc driuing ~t dlU tc the 
h1J8e range Q/ goods on the market. 

fly by the seat of yow· pants iTI[ormal 
to do something dlfl'1cult \\1thout tlle 
necessary experience or abllicy • (often 
incontJnuoustcuscs)NoneQ{ us/UJde!;•er 
IL'Cr'/;ed on o mQBetzine brifore so we were 
flying by tile seat of our pants. 
by the seat of your pants if )'OU do 
something by the seat of your JllllllS, you 
do it using your own cxpcrlcncc and 
abill~ \lllthout help from anyone el.sc 
• We found our ~· by the seat Q{ oor 
pants. but f/ I er;er did onolher }ungk trek 
I'd tal."'f'Oguide. 

seats 
bums on seats British & Australian, 

infonnal 
fannl•s In ttt. H ats Amerlcon, Wormal 

1f a public pcrformrulCC or a sports event 
puts bwns on scats. many people pay to 
go and sec lt • Thls producdon needs o big 
name to put bums on uats. 

second 
second best 

something that ls 00t as good as the thing 
that you rc>aUy want • I knou;exactly u;hot 
SIJrt Q/ apartment rm looking for and rm 
TUJt BoinR to stt1lefor S'tC01U.t btst. 

bo second t o none X. 
to be better than t!Dythi.ng or anyone else 
• 1'718 llota's restaurant facilities aro 
S«:t>nd ro Mne. 

como off second best 
to be beaten in a t."'OTlpetit ian or an 
arg\unent • l'rlegiiJCII UParcuin.g withm)' 
big brother because I alU.YJJI$ C()me otf 
secondbfst.. 

get a/your second wind British. Amtrlron 
& Ausrrolian 

get a/your second breath Amerlcan 
to suddenly have new energy to continue 
doing something after you were fccling 
tired • After two ltoors wt C()U(d hardly 
walk (J)'I()IMr st~P. but we got a St!CDfld 
wind as we n«Jrtd hcmt. 

hllve14H12nd ttl oughts 
if you haw aecond tbouef* about 
someth1n8- JOU chanGe your opinion or 
stru1 to have doubts abOut It • (often • 
about) lbu 'rt IIDt hiJvlns 1«01rd IJJOUJJIW 
obnut com4nB to ertrhlun wllh m1. arY 
)'0111 
on acand 
AustraUan 
on seeand ttla-.ht Aml!rlrlan & 
JIUstTr:lUtJrl • I'll haw -. p/{vJst on 
&l«)l1d thoughls.. moire thotCO/IH. 

play second fiddlo 
if you pll\Y second fiddle to someone, the}· 
are in a stronger position or are more 
important tlWl }'00 • (usual.ly + t o) You'JJ 
haue to choose belwcen ywr wife and me./ 
won't play S«::nd/lddk to an,yone. 

wtthout a se<ond thought 
if you do something v.ithout a second 
thought. you dolt wltllout thinking about 
whether or not you should • She doesn't 
worry about mvne.y - she'lf spend a 
hundred pounds on a dress without a 
second tlwughr_ 
not givo stb a second thoUght • He'd 
fire you if he had to-m: u_oooktn'tglve Ita. 
uccnd thought. 

second-class 

• second-cli'lss cltbcon > 
someone \\'hO is treated as If they are less 
important than other people in society 
• Althoogh she was married ro on 
Australian, Louise colddn'l get o work 
visa and it made her feel like o -second­
class ctttzen. 
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second-guess 
se<o~~sssb/sth 
1 to try to guess what will happen or what 

someone wl.ll do • It's not for us tOstcOrld· 
guess the court's d«tslon - we'll just hllL-t 
to u.YJiJ and see. 

2 to criticize someone's actions or an event 
after lt bas happened • It's easy to S«''nd· 
guess the team's coach - but let'sfoce it. he 
made /)ig mistakes. 

see 
see sb/ sth for what they (re•lly) •re 

to start to understand the truth about 
someone or something, especially when 
the truth 1s bad • Slw suddmJJI sow llim 
for what lie was - a cold·hoornd. 
calculottng kllkr. 

see it coming 
to see that something is likely to happen, 
especi.al.l.Y something bad • I wasn't 
surprlS«l when the compan.y elM~ dou;n. 
You could see it com ing. 

seed 
seed money American &Australian 

money that Is used to start a business or 
other activlt,y • WUh $2SO,()()(J In seed 
money tluzy sl.artlid to recruil ex«UiiL'tS 

and advisf!TSfcr thl!lr new ~ntuN. 

go/run to seed 
to stop taklng care oC your appearance so 
that ) 'OU no longer look attractive • I 
almost didn't recognize John He's roaUy 
gone to .stled since hts lv(fe left him. 

seeds ~ 
sow the seeds of sth Y 

to do :>amething that wiD cause an 
Wlpleasant siruation in the runu-e • ffl1 
may lx! sewing tile seeds of his OW/I 

ckstructlon by using L-lolen.ce against lli.s 
peopl£. 

seeing 
Seeing is believing. .)( 

sornethingtl!at }'OU say which means you 
can only belie'-"C that something 
surprising or strange is true if you sec it 
~·ourself • I'd neve Mlie tmagtned my 
pa1W1U c:culd donee, but seeing is 
bclicfJing. 

seen 
t.ave seen better days humorous /'-

if something or someone hRs seen better 
days. they are not in such a ROOd 
condition as the}' used to be • Our 
U'Oshin,g machiM has ~n better da;•s. 
• we U.~Bre TMt al the holel tnuance by on 
ageing porter who had tl.'idmtly ~en 
belUrdiu's. 

have to be seen to be believed 
if something has to be seen t o be 
bcllevcd. It is so surprising or shocking 
that it 1s dl1l1cult to beUC\'e • Tile 
deua.station hod to be Sl':f'n to be beliel.'ed. 

haven't seen hide nor t.air of sb/ sth 
informal 
lf you have not seen hide nor hair of 
someone or somethillg. )'OU hare not seen 
them for a period of time • (often +since) 
T Juu;-en't seen hick 1wr holr of Jwr since 
last Sunda>: and I'm beginnmc to set 
rali!U worrted. 

self .made 
a self-made man 

a man ~·ho is rich and successful as a 
result of his own work and not because 
his family had a lot of money • CritchleJ.• 
was a self-made man wllo learned 
accounting wllile uorking hi a brush 
fa dory. 

sell 
the hard sell 

a method of tcylng wry hard to persuade 
someone to buy something even if they 
do not want to • All I did u:as ask for a 
price lisl and a carpet saltsmon started 
&ifJtng me the llord sell. 
OPPOSITE the soft sen • We preft'.r to~ the 
soft sell on our cUStoml!rs. ~ simply 
explain the lllsurance packaees and ltaL~ 
them tJ> decide for t.hmlselves. 

sense 
knock (some) sense Into sb Informal 

to usc strong methods in order to teach 
someone to stop behaving stupidly • A 
TTUJnth in prison should kruxk soiTUI sense 
intbllim. 



senses shade 
come to }'OUr senses 

to start to undCJ.-stand tll.at you have been 
behaving in a :;tupid way • So you 't..-e 

}WJlly roolized wluU a misUJke you're 
making. I uoodered l1ow long It u;ould 
UJke .YOU to come to your senses. 
bring sb to llle\r senses • II was tiU' 
[allier wllo }molly brought me to my 
sc1ues bytt:liingmo tlwr If Jdidn'tgobo.ck 
tc coliCRe I might regret itfor the mt qf 
TTIJilifC. 

set 
be set in conaete ' 

if an afT'..tngement, a plan ol' a rule 1s set 
in concrete, it is completely f'axed so that 
it cannot be ch11nged • {usually negative) 
We't-e drawn up some rough (lllidelines ­
they're by nu mt!ans se& In concn~. 

seven 
the seven year itch humorous 

lf someone who 1s married gets the seven 
}"ear itch, they become bored with the\r 
r-elationship after about se'\"en years and 
often want to :;tart a sexual relat ionship 
with an()ther person • He keeps talkii'IIJ 
about all tho womon he I.-new Wore we 
were marri«J - I tllink he's 110t the seven· 
~oear I tch. 

seventh 
be In seventh heaven humorous 

to be ID~.tremely happy • Since they got 
married they've been in scvonth luxwen. 

sex 
a sex kitten old:[ashioned 

a young woman who is :>exually exciting 
or attracdve b Some women think this 
J)hrase is offensive. • AU w tzuds to do is 
untie hu hair and rem(We Jwr srxxracles 
and sh~'s t~rmtd into 0 sorgeous sex 
kitten. 

a sex object 
if someone thinks of a person as a sex 
object, they only think about having sex 
with them and do not think about theb· 
character or abilities • Huw Cill earth ron 
YfJll/etJl aro•tllingtor a man who just treats 
you as a sex ob)cct? 

put sblsth in the shade 
to be so intCJ.-csttng oa· so good tll.at othcl' 
similar people or things seem less 
important by comparison • 1 thought T'd 
done qulce well. but Claire's exam results 
put mine in the shade. 

shades 
Shades of sb/sth. 

something tbat you say when someone or 
something makes you think of another 
person or thing • ~visited the uni{HU'$/zy 
campus and had afro: driJiks In tile bar. 
Shades of rrzy student doJ.-s.. 

shadow 
a shadow of youc former self 

if )''OU are a shadow of your former self, 
you are les:; str011g or le:>s pewerful than 
you were in the past • He rome l)acl\ tu 
1110rk a.ftu 3 rrwntlt..<;, comp/.c1cly cured ot 
tho c:aru:u but a shadcw qf his forme seif-

beyondfwiu-rt a shadow of a doubt 
it somctll.ing is true beyond a shadow of 
a doubt, there is no doubt that it is rrue 
• Thls ls u:tt/ICW a shcdQw of a cloubt the 
lx!.stfllm IIIClL"C~ oli}WV: 

in sb's shadow 
lf you are lll someonc's shadow, you 
recei\'e less attention and seem less 
lm]lOl'tant than them • For m()St Q[ his life 
h£ lived In th£ shadow Q[ hls more famous 
brother. 

In/under sth's shadow 
if you are in the shadow of an unpleasant 
event. you crumot forget that it has 
happened Ol' might happen In the f\.lture 
• The focal population u;oell! llcing under 
tile SIIIUiCW Qf war. 

shaft 
gat the shaft Amerlccm, tn{ormal 

if somi!One gets the shaft. the)• arc not 
treated in a fair way • The tax system l.s 
oil wrong - tM rf.cll}ust llfl rlcJJerand It's 
tllepoor whogRt the shaft. 
give sb the shaft Amerlctln. tn/Orrnol 
• They gaue him the~~- he lost Ills job 
tor noTVQ.S()nalolL 



shag 

shag 
like a shag on a rock Australian, ~ry 

I '!formal 
completely alone ~ A shag is a large sea 
bird. • 17uzy wa/W out and lRft me like a 
shag on arock. 

shaggy 
a shaggy dog story 

a joke which is a long story with a silly 
e:nd • My grandad insists on tellinR these 
shaggy dog stories. which nobody finds 
funny except him. 

shakes 
In two shakes (of a lamb's tail) old­

fashiomd 
In a couple of shalces aU fashioned 

very soon • I'll bl! with you in two shakes 
of a lamb's taiL 

shaking 
be shaking In your boots/~ 

to be very fHghtcmcd or anxious • Damon 
was shaking In hls shQf!:S when he heard 
all the shouting. 

shanks 
Shanks's pony British, American & 

Australian, oldja.'ihionen 
Shank's mare Ameriam, oJdjashio11f!d 

walkiru: as a method of travel • I missM 
tlw last bus aruJ 1uui to Ret h017W on 
Shanks's pom: 

shape 
Shape up or ship out. WonnaJ 

something that >'OU say in order to tell 
someone that if their behaviour does not 
improve. they will ha\'e to leave • This Is 
the third SW"WrlS mislcke you've mtuk t11ts 
IIWIIrh. It's Mtgood enough-}'Ou're eolne 
tohavetoshape up or shipoUL 

tM shape of things to come 
lf somet.h.lng 1s the shape or things to 
como, 1t Is a stgn of what is likely to 
become poptllar in the future • Is 
shopping on the Internet tht sh.ope qf 
things to come? 

in any shape or form 
of any cypc • I'm opposed to war In any 
shopl! or form. 

knockllidc sth/sb into 5hape 
whip sth/sb Into shape 

to improve ll1c oondltlorl of something or 
the condition or bcJlavl.oul' of someone 
• The prime minister's main aim Is ro 
Jwxk tile 4.'COIW11U' fnU) SliD/)#. • LfttlP 
Soon Is o bit wttd but the t£achers'll soon 
lick hJm Into sMJJI! when hr starts school. 

st. apes 
all ~pes ~d sizes 

many different types of peope or things 
• .'11ortRagedeals come In a ll shaptS and 
slus these days. 

share 
shve and s1tare afike. 

something that you say whlcb means that 
lt is good to share things fairly and 
equally • Come 011 now. don't 1\«p tMm 
all royourseV - share and shareal/kg. 

sharp 
the sharp end matnzy British 

the sharp end of an actn'ity or job is the 
most difficult part where problems are 
likc).y to happen • (usually + o1) She 
e1lfoys fM chllllmge of being at the sharp 
end qf tnvestmmllxmklnf? 

be~ as sharp as a tack Amtrlcan 
to be very Intelligent • He mey be old. but 
he:S sJill as sharp as a tack. 

Look sharp! 
1 old.fasldcl!M something that you say in 

order to tell someone to hurry • Look 
sharp! We hat-e to leooe tn/it't minuets. 

2 mainly AmerlcOJJ something that YQU say 
in order to warn someone about 
something • Look slu;up! Thi:Jlladder Isn't 
very steady. 

shebang ~ 

the whole shebang infonna/ ./\ 
the whole of something, inclUding 
everything that is connected wlm 11 • Tile 
fXU'CY'S ne:a wed> but my parm!s an 
or?.aJ!/ztng the wJwle shebang. 

sheep 
I might as well be hanged/hung for a 

sheep as a lamb. 
something that you say when you are 
going to be punished for something so 



you decide to do something worne 
because your punishment will not be any 
more severe tb In the past. people who 
stole lambs were killed, so it was worth 
stealing something more because there 
was no worse punishment. • rm going to 
be late fer work an.)-UY1JI so I lllink rll eo 
to the shop tor a paper. 1 might os well be 
hanged/or a sheep as a Ibm b. 

make Shoop's eyes at sb old-fashioned 
to look at sometme m a way that show$ 
that you love them or are attracted to 
them • Ken's beetl making slwep's eyes OJ 

htse:x.glrlfrlend all nlp.ht. 

separate! the sheep from tho goats 
British, American & Australian 

sort (out) the sheep from the goats 
British & Austra.llan 
to choose the people or things of high 
quality from a group of mixed quallty 
• I'll look tJirOuHh clw MPllcatltm forms 
and separate the smwfrom the goaL~. 

shelf 
a shelf life 

the length of tlme that something will 
last or remain useful ~ The shelf life of 
a product is the amount of time that lt 
can be offere<1 for sale before it must be 
thrown away. • Tllt!$1! days macy 
marriages have a fairly s/UJI't shelf Ute. 

on the! shelf British & Australian, old­
/asl!ioned 
if somoone. especiaDy 11 wQffian, is on the 
shelf, they are not m~~nied and people 
now belie\'e they are too old to get 
married • 1 was a/raid m.>• daughtu 
would ntwtr find a hUSh(l]!d. that shR'd be 
left on tM shelf 

shell 
a shell game AnW!Iean 

a method of deooMng or cheating 
someone, by moving things from one 
pl!l(e to 11nother in orcfer m llide what 
you are doing lb A shell same is a game 
in which someone must guess whit:h of 
three shells a ball ur pea (= a small, 
round. green \'eget.'ible) is placed under 
when chey are mo\'ed quickly around. 
• The thkv£s plo:;ed o sh~ll gamP with 
t.hi! poliCI!. constantly shifting the $!ohm 
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goods. • He owns many small buslni'S.~es 
in differem states os pan of a shell game 
to save on taxes. 

come out of your shell 
to become less slzy and more friendly 
• 1bm umf ta be very withdrawn but he' s 
rwlly COl1W CUt of his shell since Susan 
took an intel'Wl in him. 
bring sb out of their shell • Jointng lhe 
drama 8/'0UP has brought Ian out o.f his 
shell.. 

shine 
take a shine to sb informal 

to like somoone immediately • 1 think 
Andrtw luJs taken a biJ o.f a shine to our 
ne.w member of staff. 

take th• shine off sth informal 
U' sometllin,g that happens takes tl1e 
shine off something ple-asant, it SPOils it 
or mal<os It less cmjoyablc • Hm:ing my 
purse ~tolen took the shine off my vt;;it to 
Dublin 

shingle 
hang out your shingle American 

to start your own business, espeda.lly as 
a doctor or a lawyer • He hung out his 
shingle in Branden mo.ny Yftars ago, and 
liDS been a lawyer tJ1erteLVJr since. 

ship 
jump ship 

if you jump ship, you 1~-e a job or 
activi tY suddenly before it is fmished. 
especially to go and work for someone 
else • Anotller advertising agency Q/J'm>d 
him $1000to}umpshlp. 

whl!n your ship comes in 
if you talk about what you will do when 
your ship CQmes in, you mean when yo" 
are rich and. successful • When my ship 
comes ht, I'll buildyooa huge house tntlw 
COWitf)t 

ships 
be Ji.ke ships that pass in the night 

if twu people are like ships that pass in 
the night, tlley meet ()nee or twice by 
chance for a short time and then do not 
see each other again • lllllly met htm once 
or twtc>e - u-.e were like ships that pass in 
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the night but 1'1->e ntou ITI('t MJ'Orre else 
l1klhim. 

shirt 
put your shirt on sth IJrlllsh & Australian 

to r1sk 311 your money on something 
because you are sure )'OU will win • I put 
my shirt on the lost race OM lost 
~rythlng. 

lose )'OUr shirt British. Amerlcon & 
~lian • (usually -t on) He said he'd 
los$ his shirt on thoti'OCL 

would g ive you the shirt off their ba<k 
ill{ormol 
1f someone "-'Ould give you the shirt off 
their back. they are t'Xtlm\ely generous 
• Kartn's fll)t wdl 00: but Sht'd give you 
tlu shin Q/T her bock. 

shirt-lifter 
a shlrt.Jifter British & Australian. 

informal 
IU1 offensive way of referring to a man 
wbo is homosexual (= sexually attracted 
to other men> • He U.'a.S raunt•"d b)• a 
clwrus Q/ a4cl('~nt gay hatt!.rs slwuling 
"Shlrt-llj~tr!'. 

shit 
Shit or get off the can/pot! mainly 

American, rabao 
something that you say \'\"hen you want 
someon(l to make a decision and lake 
action without any more delay • It 's time 
for manogernenttoshit or ger <If the pot. I/ 
they orm't going to meet t/1$ $lrilicr's 
ckmnnds they sholdd say so. 

the shit hits the fan roboo 
1f the shit hits rhe fan. a person or au 
orean12atlon gets into serious trouble • q 
Dad finds out how much money )'QU spent, 
tlre shit Wlll really lrit the fan. 

be in deepfthe shit Brltlsll & Australkm. 
taboo 
if someone is in deep uhit, they are in a 
lot of n-ouble • W1ron I craslwd mY uncle's 
ror.I knowlwc.si11detpslllt. 

be on sb's shit list American, roboo > 
!l you are on someone's shit list, they do 
not Uko y()U • Sl1e bla~tUS a lot qf people 

for what happtned, and you 'ra on her shit 
list. 

get your shit together taboo 
to become more organized and effective 
• He's really ROI his shit toBethcr sl~ 114 
WicolleRe. 

oot give a shit taboo 
to not be interested in or worried tlbout 
something or someone • You can do wlult 
you lilic. I don't ;:ioo a shit! • (often 
a bou t) MJ> porcnlSdon't lrlr;-ea shit about 
m.v problem$. Th¢-•'re totally sel{W1. 

~ve shit for brilins American & 
Australian, taboo 
to be very srupid • lVhar ore )'Oil talking 
about Mort/UJ! You' to-e got shit/or brains. 

sure the shit out of sb to boo 
to make somoone feel very ll"lf.t}ltencd • I 
u;tsh you wouldn't conul in without 
knocking - you sc:art?d the shit out Of ml!. 
be shit scared taboo to be very 
frighten~ • 8ut you hate Ire/girts.' I wt 
you were shitsoorcd on tm big wiiC<~I. 

shit-eating 
a shit-eating grin Amrrican, taboo 

a look of C.'m·cme satisfaction on 
somcone's face tho.t is anno}'ll\f. to other 
pcoplo who arc less happy • Evlr siJICeshf 
heard t/u.>y'd u.oo shs's been sltt/nJt thut 
wltlllllat sl1tt~tJng grin on Mr / ace. 

sftits 
give sb the shits Australian, taboo 

to mal<e someone angry • She really l:ll·'U 

me the shUs wlwn she makes UP the..~ 
stories about why she's lau.. 

shit-stirrer 
• shit-stirrer mainu• British. roboo 

someone who makes trouble for another 
person. especially by saying Wlpleasant 
things about them • What a shit-stirnr ­
w: .. gone and told his wife tlwt sM sow 
him with anowr woman ar theporU'-

shitting 
be 5hlttlng b rides tabco 

to be very frightened or worried • Tlu 
bull u'OS follcwi111! us across the field. 
1b1zy uYLS shltling bricks. 
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shivers CHrry's tn charge of the whole shooting 

g ive sb the shivers tnrormal 
to frighten someone Ol' make them 
navous • TluJt man who hangs about In 
the la~W giL-es me the $htt-ers. 

send shivers down/up sb's spine 
to make someone feel very frightened or 
excited • The way he l(Xlkcd at mt sent 
shilJers dou-n my spine. 

shoes 
.. ~~8b~-~-~.;.;.i~~;ij~~----~-­

ID bt> tn lbo lal'IIC lltaat!Oil 81 IOJDOOI!to 
eJte. .....,JY an n,_eant .situation 
• I/ l .... lltJtlllr~nl ... kllhf 
... ~~·Pr#~liiiiNcldn"t 
IIlii to '-I• ,_,. .._ a111n IIKI'Utills .. ~ 

step Into sb's shoes 
fill sb's sho.s 

to t.'lkP the job or POSition that someone 
else had before yO~ • When /tis father 
mires. Vector will be rondy to step into his 
shoes. • It wtfl W.kca L'CfYSpeclalp.~rson to 

flit Barbara ·s shoes. 

shoestring 
on a shoestring 1/Vbrmlll 

lf ~'Ou do SOilU!thin~ on a shoestring, you 
do it using very l ittle money • 111c 
restaurant is ron on a shoostring; so u.-e 
can 't a/ford to roke em IV!Y 1/'IQTe s~JW; 

shoo-in 
a shoo-In American &Australian 

1C someone is a shoo-In for a oompet!Uon, 
or a competition is a shoo-in for them, 
they v.•ill win it easily • S,..e's a sh()()-in[or 
re~teaion to t/1£ Senate. • The et«tion 
looks like a slu»-in/01' 0l1T men. 

shoot 
shoot the bre.-lbull Amutcan, lrrformol 

to talk in a relaxed way about th.J.ngs that 
are not important • We sat out on tJUJ 
porch unlU late. jUSt shooting the brett£. 

shooting 
the whole shooting rna~ch informal 

the whole of something, incl~ding 
everything that 1s <Xlnnccted with ll 
• There an four projects at pnsent and 

TTUltch, 

shop 
shut up shop British &Australian 
close up shop mafnzy American 

ro srop doin8 bustncss. cJthcr 
temporarily or per manently • 17~ wen 
forud to shut up shop breause they wet'('Jl't 

gettlng enough customers. 

talk shop 
if pcof)l.ll who work rogeth{'l" talk shop. 
they talk about thelr work when they art! 

not at work • Eutn when they go out In tile 
erJenl118, they)ust talk shopalltlie time. 
shop talk • Let's chonge the :subject. 
That's cMUGII shop talk/or one evening . 

short 
short and sweet humorous 

Pleasar\11) shot·t • T/11$ mom ins's lectUTT 

u<as short and su~t. 

a short fuStl 
if someone has a short fuse,. they become 
angry quicklY and often • Charlie has a 
sllarp tons~ and a shortft,t.se. 

• short sharp shock British & Australian 
a type of punishment that is quick and 
sev~ • What )loung offender$ need is a 
sllort sllllrp sllock that will frighten them 
into f>elu:mlng mere responsibbt 

not be short of a bob or two British & 
.AIJstralwn, oldfasJrioTII!d 
to hs.~ a tot of mone>• • This guy Lester 
tlwt she's ti7J{aged tQ, M's nor short of a 
bob or two }'Ou know. 

draw the short straw Worrnal 
to be the member of a group who has to 
do an unpleasant job • Sony. Jun. you 
drew the short ~ You're on roikl· 
ckaning duty. 

fall short of sth 
if wmething falls short of a particular 

level or stal'ldard, it docs not 1-cach it 
• Saks/or tfu!./irSl 1wlf Q{ the year Jell 
shcrt Q{ the target. 

get the short end of the stldc Aml'.rican 
& Australian 
to sul!cr the bad effects of a situation 
• The people u;ho get t~ short end cf ~~ 



stld: on thb~ whose tncomo ts)rm too l!fgl> 
toQtl(l/i[y /or help from thecotwnment. 

give sb/sth short slrlrtft 
to give very liWo attention to someone or 
something, either because you are not 
interested in them or because you are 
annoyed \'lith them • (usually passive) A 
planning application far a ~w nightclub 
in the tou;ncentrt r.oasgiuen short Shrift by 
tire counciL • Su~ gave Robert short shrift 
1ohen l1e turned up drunk/or her party. 
get short sh,.ift from sb • The proposal 
got short mriftfrom W.SUtQffidals. 

hllve sb by the short •nd cur11e' very 
irifomuJl 

have sb by th& short hairs L'el'Y i1l{ornUJI 
to ha\'e complete power over someone 
• The)•·ve J,'Ol us b)' the short and curlfes. 
We h®v: rw cho~ billtoag~. 

make short wort< of stll 
to deal with or rmish something quickly 
• We ma<kslwrt work Q/ the food that u:oas 
pw ih/rollt of us. 

pull sb up short 
if something pulls !'Omrone up short, 
they suddenly stop wh:.u they are doin~ 
cspcc1al.ly because they are Yery 
surprised • Seeing hi:r r>tcture in tlwpaper 
pultedrne up short. 
pull up shortAm.erican • Carol pulled up 
s11ort u-hen she realiud Jack could hear 
what she was say in{: 

sell sb/sth short 
to not value someone 01· something as 
much as they deserve to be valued • I'm 
ft4 up wUh people Silllng thls country 
shtm. • (oft~n reflexh-e) Who'd emp[Qy 
me at my age? ~n't sell }YJurseif short! 
You're inrellicmt Qruf }YJu '~>'e cot load$ Q/ 
expcri.ena. • 

stop short 
to s top walking SUOdenly • Lucy wppea 
short in amazement. 

stop short of sthldoins:sth ~ 
to decide not to do something • I swpped 
shcrt Q/ ullf118 hlm u·hat 1 realty felt 
about him. 

short~arse 

B short-arse British & Australian, Vf1)' 

Wormal 

an offons'ivo way of rcf«rlng to scmconc 
who is very short • Yeah, u-e/1., I m(ght be 
fat but at least I'm not a shorl·arse! • Come 
htreandsaytJwJ, short.arsel 

short-change 
short-<hange sb infonnal 

to cheat someone by giving them less 
than they expected • (usuallY Dassi\-e) No 
one wid me tlu/llm wasonlyanhour loog 
- I was short-changed! 

shot 
a shot in the arm lltformal 

lf something gl\<eS you a shot In the arm. 
it gives you encouragement or- energy 
• The opening of a new nsearch centre 
will give a much·~Wt;/kd sllot in tJw ann 
/or scJe~ ln Brilam. 

a shot In tho dark 
an attempt to guess s-omething when you 
have no iJlfonnation or knowlcdRe about 
It • The whole thoory ts a sfwt tn Wdarlc ­
n~ne willaw take us swllJUSI)\ 

be shot to hell/p~es illformal 
to be destto)'Cd or in a very bad condition 
• His rwn~ U"tre slwt UJ hell q/"Ur only 2 
)'eaTS in thotjob. 

flre a shot across sb's/tM bows sllghtly 
formal 
If y<\tl ftro 3 S;hot acr<Jss somoolW'S bows, 
)'011 do something in order to warn them 
that you wilJ take stro~ action lf they do 
not cllange their behaviour • Air~ staff 
have flred o UJtJrnlng shlJt across tlu 
company$ bows by threatening strike 
action if highw pay incnases are not 
Qffered. 

get shot of sb/sth Brmsh, informal 
to get rid of someone or some1hlng • She 
gotshol Of her no-good husband and went 
back to uniL'tnity. 
be shot of sb/sth • This boy luLs caused 
so much trouble that the school just want 
to be shot of him. 

have a shot at sb Austrailan, informal 
to criticize someone • It's ctmr tlUJ/ilm's 
dlreclor was having a shot at t /l.t 
gouernnwu. 
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lwva a shot ill llhBrlfl8h. Alnfrklm & 
Austlfllian. ~ 

Ulce • lhot ill 11th AnM!I icon, WorrnDI 
to trY to do~. nften fer the ftnt 
time• I*SJ11"Qt'fii'J lri~ IO bta tnknttd 
actor and now hi's hoftn8 a sJI.ot Ql 

ciUec:tin& IW./iTst p/fU1. 
give stb • lhal inform41• l 'w MNUIIMI 
ice sktlting but 1' llgnJC il a shot. 

llkea shot 

if someone does somethhlg Uk.e a shot. 
the}' do it quickly and eagerty • if l hod tile 
c11ancetogotoParls, I'd berherelikeashol. 

shotgun 
a shotgun wedding Brtti.sli. AmeriL-nn &: 

Australian. old;[o.shicntd 
a shotgun marriage American. old­

f(J.$hiened 
a marriage thar is arranged very quickly 
beCa usc the woman 1s eolnt to have a 
baby • After a .sllotgun t~ing at to, she 
/lad .3 children Wore divorcing from her 
husband. 

shoulder 
shoulder to shoulder .><-..... 

if you stand shoulder to shoulder with a 
person or a group of people, ) 'OU slll)port 
them during a <limcult time • The 
chairman stood shclilder to shoullkr with 
the managing di.n!<;tor lhrouglzout the 
in~'eSligation. 

a shoulder to cry on 
some<me who gives you SYIIIP3thy when 
you are upset • 1\{y farfu.w llad )IJSI diul 
and l Meded a shoulder tc cry on. 

put YO\U" shoulder to the wheel 
to v;ork hard and make an ctrort • If 
eutT'JlOnt pms tMlr sJIOu.Idfr to the whetl. 
rhejob wtu beflnf.si/Ed In no cJme. 

shout 
be nothing to shout about 
not be much to shout about 

to not be especially good or exciting • Tilt. 
pay rise wo.sn't much tc shour a.bour. buJ 1 
SUPIJ(>Sil iJ's bttUr th(lll notllinJ? 

shouting 
It's •II over bar the shouting. British & 

Australian 

something that )'OU say when the result of 
an event or situation is certain • The 
Ita lion ream played superbl): a11d by l1a/f 
tim~ iJ was all ooor bar the slloutiJI8 (= It 
was certain they would win). 

show 

The show must go on. 
something that you say which tTW.ans that 
an e\'ent or activity must continue even 
if there are problems or difficulties 
• rhere mczy be a war on, but hue at 
the industrial dcsf871 fair. tile show must 
ROOII. 

Let's ge t thelthis show on the road. 
i njiJ1 mal 
something that you say in ordel' to tell 
people yo0 want ro start an acth·ity or 11 

journey • We'l:eaor lRss than211ours to get 
fhls room rrody j/)r lhf! parry w ff!c 'S get 
tJ1isshowon the road. 

run the show iriformal 
to be In ch llll:e or an org.anlzat ion or 1m 
activity • {often in continuous tenses) He 
sUlrtcd OJT worlring in the kiJclum and 
now lu!'s nmnlfl8 the siWUJ. 

ste al the show 
to get all the attention and praise at an 
event or performance • All the singers 
were good, buJ l~)'etJT.(J/dKLJrlnestol£the 
show. 

showers 

send sb to the showers .4m£rican 
to stop someone. especially someone on a 
s~nrts team, from playing or worldng 
because they are behaving badly or their 
work is not good Cflough • A fight brolw 
ous and lloth plf),}-ers were sen: co ells 
sh()UJeTS. 

show-stopper 

a show-stoppet' 
a perforrnanM or part of a perfOl1ll.3llCC 
that \s cxt:remely good • Her conji!Tl!M!! 
Spe«h WOS O TttllShOU'-SlOppu. 

show-stopplng • (always before noun) 
She cave a shew-stopping performance in 
L4 Traviata. 
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shrinking 
a shrintcing violet 

a very shy verson • (usually negative) 
Sire's no shrlnklntJ violet. • I woul4n't 
ttXact/y IU$crfbe him~ a shrinkinl: 11iulet. 

shufti 
have a shuftl Briti.sl1, old-fa.sllioncd 

to have a quick k>ok at something • She'd 
b~uJJhl h~~ tNtddi'Vf pht>los in ~o 1 
thought J might haue a quick shufli. 

shut 
Shut your fac:e/gob/mouthttrapl uery 

informal 
81\ impolite way of telling someone t<1 
stop talking • '1'hat was a naUy stupid 
thing to de. ' 'Oh, shut )VJUT trap!' • 'Shut 
) 'OUT faa. will :pcu? I'm trying to UXZ~cll 
Tll' 

shuttle 
shuttle diplomacy 

an attempt to make peace between two 
Rl"OUDS of J)OOI)le who refuse to meet and 
talk to each other by meet~ bOth erou_ps 
separately and travelling between them 
• The shuttle diplomacy contilll.le$ this 
week as ambassadtJrsfly to Pari$ for more 
talks with tile l'rench 

~by 

fight shy of sth/doing srh 
to try to avoid somcthinR • llefougllt sh.v 
Qf enuring his poems in the compelitton. 
oltlwu&h et-w;rone said he shculd. • Ellen 
fliJMS$/IJ!O/ partWS-ShehatttSt"Totcd:s. 

sick 
sid< a t heart literor)• 

vl!r~· sad • The thought of her home so fczr 
away made her sick at heart. 

be as sick as a dog Informal 
to be very sick • She was as sick as a dog 
qfu:r that curry. 

be u s ick as a pafl'Ot BriU.Sh,lwmorous 
to be very disappointed • Tim u;as sick as 
a parrot when he heord ."v!anchester had 
lost the ma1ch. 

be sick and lln1d of sth/doing sth 
l'lformal 

be s ick to death of sth/doing sth 
informal 

to be angry and bored because $Omethlng 
unpleasruu hn.s been happening for too 
long • You'ue betngtvtng me the sa~ old 
e:a:tJSf!s fOr months and I'm sick and tin!d 
of llcorins t11""'1 • I've boon tn:Qted Uke 
dirt for two Jl~lars now and I'm sEck to 
death Q/ iJ! 

feel side to your stomach American & 
Auslrallan 
If someUllng mates )'Ou feet siCk to your 
srouw.ch. It Is so unpleasant that It makes 
you fool Ill • LockinR G! those pieces Qf 
ro.wmeat lftltstckto mystomcch. 

side 
be (on) the wrong s 1de of 30/40 etc. 

to be older tban ~. 40 etc. • I don't krww 
his exact age but I slwufd SO)' Jw's the 
wrong sUk of rifty. 
OPPosm be (on) the right s ide of 30/40 
etc. • She':; not a kid arzymore but :JI~ ·s 
certainly on the right side of (= younge-r 
than}30. 

be on the side of the ange~lr. 
someone who is on the side of the atll!els 
1s doing somelhlng good or- klnd • Tl'ls am 
agencies are th~ onl)• people firmly or1 the 
side of the angels in thisCOtl/lict. 

be o n the (expfl1slv~avyn•rge etc.] 
si<M 
to be a little too expensh-e, heav): la11:e 
etc. • It's a really good rtstaurant - It's on 
the e.wen.slt;e stck, mlnd. • I realty flke the 
table but T think it~ a bit on the large side 
jhrourroom.. 

&rT on the side of caution 
If you err on the side of caution when 
}'OU are deciding what to do, you do the 
thing that is safe instead of taking a risk 
• l decide.d toerron th8sideof rout/on and 
spend less than mY tuUallowance. 

know wttich r.ide yow· bread is buttered 
(on ) 

to be careful not to upset people who you 
knnw om help yon • OlliP. won't rpjlJ-.'11! tJJ 

cane with us He knows Lclltch si.de hls 
b1'1!0d is buuci'IW. 

let the side down British & Anslro.l/an 
to be)lao;e in a way that embarrasses or 
causes problems for a group of people 
that you are part of • The general feeling 
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is tluu ckancrs who igncre tlul unum's ban 
or• overtime are lectlng the stde down. 

on the s ide 
in addition to your usual job • He makes a 
lt(([e menlO' on the Side by flxinc people"s 
curs. 

the other/wrong s ide of the trades 
An11rrican & Au.straiian 
the poor area of a town • Sf1e IJYe:w up on 
the wrong side of t/u> tracks tn tJ smaJJ 
southern tiJWn. 

pass by on the other side British & 
Au:strotion 
to lllJ1ore a person who needs help 
~ This phrase comes from a story in the 
Dible in which two people ignore an 
injured )J(Irson and walk past hnn 
without offerl.ng him ruw help. • ~~ 
CDJUtatjust pass by on th£ ather sldl! whm 
we know pec1fJ/e are sujJeri"ng like this. 

this si de of the grave literary 
while you are aUve • ll'f>• mother's 
gmeratlon u:ere taught to e."(peci only 
5lQJering this side of the crave. 

sidelines 
stay on the s idelines 

to not be activel~· involved in somethinG 
4::J The sidelines are the lines that mark 
the edges of a sports field. • The majority 
of western COWitries decUW.d to stay on the 
sidelines during the crisis In tf1e Mlddh 
Ecl.sr. 
be left on the s idelines • 1'elephone 
companies whlc:ll do nOt offer competitice 
rates will be left on the sidelines. 

sides 
be speakingftalklng out of both s ides of 

your mouth American 
to S<l.}' different thing.~ about the same 
:subject when you are with different 
JJeople in order to always t>lcasc tho 
people you are with • How can lt't! trust 
any politicitJns when we krww they're 
speaking out of both sides of tlleir 

mouths? )<.. 
be two sides of t lwt same coin 
bo dffferentlopposite sides of the same 

coin 
lf two tlungs are two sides of the sama 
coin. they are very closely related 

although they soortl d1ffurcnt • V/olel1t 
behaviour ond diJCP ins€'Curit.v are Qften 
two sides c.f the same coin. • Hlgl:er Udng 
standards and 011 increase in the general 
U!vel Q{ di$$at4Jaction are opposite sUks 
of thesamecoin. 

split your s ides (laughing) 
to laugh a lot at something • We nearly 
splil our sides laughing l~Yitelting Paul 
trying to g/Loe the rtlbblt a bath. 
side-splittiing • (always before noun} lie 
was a srcar comk who could git'e side­
splitting im:it.ations Q/ trmwus people. 

sideways 
knock sb sideways British & Australian 

to surprise, confuse or upset someone 
vet~' mud1 • Tlu: n~ws of ller brother's 
death knocJ;ed her sideloays. 

siege 
a s iege mentality 

the bollof that you must prolect youn;elf 
because other people are going to attack 
you • Many desigm:rs df!vek>p a .~fege 

mentality because thcfre wnified 
somcons will st~YJ l tl1eir ideas. 

sieve 
have a memory/mind like a steve 

to M "'ery bad at remembering things 
• 1"1 .. -e net~ known anyone so forgef[ul ­
she's cot a meJtWf)• tik.l a siet'e. 

sight 
be a s ight for sore eyes Informal 

if someone or something is a sight for 
sore eyes, y-ou feel happy ro see them • A 
cup of coffet- that's o s~lltfor sore II.Y"i?S. 
• i:'oo'reaslghtforsoreeye$. all dre.~sed up 
ill }"<>llr new oW/it. 

los• sight of sth ...Y' 
to forget about an important idea or a fact 
b<."Cause you are thinking too much about 
other things • Some members of tile peace 
force~m llJ have lost sight Q{ the tact t./un 
they are here to help people. 

out of slghtAmeriron 
if the amount of somdhing, esJI{!Cislly 
mone~: Is out of sight. it is ver:,• large 
• Tile ros~ of lzeallh care in this country is 
going oul of sight. • These e:cecurit-es in 
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btg txJrporattons gel. s:aklrles that are out 
Q/ siRht. 

OUt of sight. out of mind. / 
something that you say ~ch means if 
you do oothear about or sec someone or 
sometblng for a period or time, you !ltop 
thinking about them • You'll soon forces 
abclll him after he ~ - out Q{ sight, 
out Q{ mmd. 

sights 

Sights are the [)art of a gun you look 
through when you want to aim 
accurately at something. Sight.-; is used 
in the following Phl'ases connected 
with aiming at or achieving 
something. 

have sb In your- sights 
to intend to attack or- defeat somoont 
• Ile's trying to build up his mtdltJ m~plre 
and lleh-astheownenqf rioolmwspapeN 
tr~ his stglus. 

Nve sth In yow· sights 
to be tr)'inS to aclticvc sorncthlns. 
t:'specially when you arc very likely to 
succeed • A/tf.r months Q[ troinmc. 
Hilary now has the gold medalf,rmi.Y in 
her s1gl!cs. 

Jowetr yow· s ights 
to accept somcU1ing less good than the 
thing )'OU wcro hoping for • IWth so few 
jobs around sht! :Shad w louw her sights.. 

set your sights on sth/dol.ng stlt 
to decide to ach.lcve something • SM's sel 
her sights on u:lnntnc. 
have your s ights set on f!th/doingsth • I 
Mar she lUis her sights set on beromiiiJ! a 
journalist. 

sign 
be a s ign of the times 

to be sometl'liJIG tltat shows tltat society 1s 
worse now than it was in the past • YounG 
people are so rude these days. It's a sign of 
thet1mtS. 

sign@d 
signed. ~eel Mld delivered iriformal 
s igned and St!aled inforrrwl 

if a document or an agreement is signed, 
sealed and deli\o'cred. it has been 

officially signed and completed • A copy 
Q[ the wUl. stgfU!d. sealed lUI4 dellvered. 
arrived at our house the next morning. 
• There wasaslgnedwd sealedstaument 
from the prime minister to ctm/irm th-e 
mazy Jwd ~JI cccepted. 

significant 
a significant other mainlY American 

a person that someone 1s married to or 
who th~y hav~ a ser!.Ous sexual or 
romantic n>latiom;hip with • (not used 
v.;th the) Tl~ ad 1Y!(I(/, Take .>'Our 
significant other to the Ccife Carlyle fOr a 
romantic niRhtout.' 

silent 
the silent majority 

the large numbers of people in a country 
or group who do not e>.'J)ress their 
opinions publicly • What does the silent 
fmVOrlty expect from a new lAbour 
cooernment? 

be as s ilent as the grave literar)' 
to be completely silent • Tt was four 
o'clock in the morning and Loruron was as 
sl fern as the grave. 

silk 
You can't make a silk purse out of a 

sow's ear. old{a:sflioncd 
SQmething tl'lat you~· wbichmeans you 
e&TU\Ot make a good quality product 
usinJ! bad quallry matcrlals • To ~ 
chairs that'll fast )'OU nwl good strong 
pieces of uxxx!. You can't moke a sJlk 
plJI'Se out of a sow'S f!lll: 

silly 
the si11y season British &Australian, 

informal 
a period of limo in the summer wbcn 
there is not much news. cspcciall)' 
political news, so the newspapers ha\'e 
articles abwt events that are not 
important • /1 's the silly s!'ason again, 
and as usual, the [Xlpersareft;ll of storl;zs 
about tile Locll Ness J">fonst& 

play silly buggers British & Australlan. 
veo· i1i[ormal 
to behave 1n a stupid or annoying wa.v 
• (often in cont inuous tenses) Stop 
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playing .silly buggt!rS and come down off 
therooJ 

silver 
the silver saeen old{ashiontd 

the cinema • AU the stars of the sillftir 
screen are here toniKhJ 10 CtJlebrare this 
gnal o<:caslcn. 

silver-tongued 
silver·tongu.d litRrary 

a silver-tom,'Ued person speaks ro 
someone in a pleasant way and praises 
them in order to persuade them to do 
what they want • <always before noun) lle 
was a silver-tcngut!d orator wJUJ 
c;orwinc.ed many pecple to suppon him. 

sin 
.a sin t.ax .4.merlcan, tnformal 

a tax on thlngs thot ore h:lc! for y()u, like 
ctgarenes ami alcohol • {not ~ed with 
rile) Politicians like a sin tax as it brings 
tn lots Qf rn'enuc 011d net too many 
compfaincs. 

live In sin lmm~wous 
to 11\'e wtth somoono that you arc: havil!R 
a sexual relationship with but arc not 
manled to • (usualh· in continuous 
tenses) Last 1 hrord they'd moved tn 
together and wen living in sin. 

sine qua non 
a sine qua nonformal 

sou1ething that is necc:ss;;n1 c:special.ly if 
you are going to achl~·c a particular 
thing • (often + of) The company sees 
training as the sine qua non of s~ 

sink 
sink or swim / 

to fa\! or succeed • Newcomers are given 
no tralnlng- they are simply Lift to sink or 
swim. 

sinking 
a slnk.lng feeling inft>rm;;J 

a feeling that something bad is going to 
happen • I hm1 tlzat sinA-ing feeling you 
cetgolrlg into an exam""'" haven't studied. 
for; 

a sinking ship 
_. rompan~· or othe.r organization thar is 
failing • He"d seen the L·ompany's 
accounts. realized he was on a sinking 
ship, and dectded to get Off 

sins 
for my slnsBrilish &Austr-alian, 

humorous 
something that you say ln ordct· to make 
a joke that something you have to do or 
something that you are is a punishment 
for being bad • I'm orgcmizing the o.ffia 
Cl1rislmas pany this year for my sins. 
• I 'm an A~-enal supporter for nu· sins. 

sit 
oot sit well with Sb mainly Amerlcan 

ii a situation or an Idea does not sit well 
w:ith someone, they do not like it or 
accept it • Tm idea Q/ pooplc orher tlum 
police combating crime does not sil well 
with man.v of the public. 

sitting 
a sitting dude 

something or someone that Is easy to 
attack or crlt1c~ • Unarmed policemen 
walking tM streets late at night are sitting 
dUcks. 

be sitting on a goldmine V 
to have or own something that is very 
\'alliable • When property ortces doubli.d 
in our area. we suddenly realise.d we were 
sittin(l on a goldmine. 

be sitting pretty 
to be in a good situation, usually because 
you have a Jot of money • Tliey bougllt 
their house wl1en prices were much lower 
SQ tlley'ro sitting protry. 

situation 
a no-wl.n situation 

a difficult situation in which whatever 
happens the result will be bad for the 
people involved • I'm in a ne>-win 
situ-arum lie:re. Whatever I dc,l'm going to 
annoy sornoone. 
oPPosm a no·lose situ~lon Am~rican 
a win-win situ.ltion American a 
situation in which whatever ham>ens the 
result will be cood • He's in a ne-w~ 
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situation. If he wins the tournament he 
({ets a big bonli$. and if he dOI!Srr't he's had 
1.-Ylluablee:.cpultnce. 

six 
six of one and half a doz•n of the other 

if you say that a bad situation 1s sb: of 
one and half a dozen of the other: you 
mean that two people or grou~ are 
equally responsible • Harriet's oln~u·s 
acwsl.iJ8 Donald Q/ startfnR ai'J(umems, 
buJ if J'Ouaskme.lt'ssl:r:ojoneandholf a 
®zen of the other. 

six of the best British & Australian, old­
fashinned 
if )'OU b'ive someone six of the best, }'OU 

punish them by hitting them. usually on 
their bottom with a long. thin stick 
• <i>Jany teachers are faced withfrnding an 
alrernarit."t! to :six Q/ the best/or pupils who 
regulori)' breaJ.· the rules. 

be she feot under Uiform(l/ 
to be dead • You'tejust u.•aitfru/ until he's 
si.~:feet under :so J'W can gel your hands on 
his money. 

knock sb for six British & Australian, 
informal 
to surprise and upser someone a Jot • IJ. 
really knocked me for sL" when my ex­
bo){riend amzouneiJd he was getttng 
marrie4. 

sixes 
be at sixes and sevens lllformaJ 

to be confused or barll~· Ol"ganued • H~ 
uoere at sixes and :sevens/w abou.t a IL'!!ek 
Q/W' wemQI..'td in. 

size 
cut sb d own to size 

to criticize someone who you think is too 
confident in order to make them feel Jess 
confldent or !es.<; proud • Wllcm he started 
lie thoucht he kneW ei;CT)•thtnc. bur u:e 
soon cut him down w size.. 

try sth for siz~ BrJtlsh & AUstralian 
try sth on for size American & AUstralian 

to test ~omethlng or to think about an 
Ide<~ in order to <lecicle Whether it works 
or whether }'OU can use it • Try that/or 

size.. It's the new so]lwaroprograrnme I've 
bHn IL'Orking on. • The gouernmtnt ts still 
tr)'ing some ideas on JQr· size b#dOre 
rommitting i~(f to action. 

skates 
Get your skates on 1 Briti$h & Australian, 

ifl/ori1Ull 
something that )'OU say ill order to tell 

someone to hurTy • (usually an order) Get 
your skates Oll? ~l~'re 80UJ8 to mi.ss the 
train. • House buyers should get tl!eir 
skates on if they want to buy u.•hile prices 
are low. 

skeleton 
a skeleton In the/your cupboard British 

&Australian 
a skeleton In tiM/Your closet .t-\muican 

an embarras.sllls secret • U )'OU WOJU ro 
be a succe.·$/uJ J)()JitlctaJt, J:ou c.cn'l4/Jortl 
to lun•c too many skclctot~:~ in your 
cupboard. 

skid 
skid row mamly Amuican, informal 

a poor area in a city where people who 
have no jobs and homes live in cheap 
rooms or sl~p outdoors • She works as a 
sorial worker u•ith alcolwlics on sk id 
rcro. 
skickow mainly American. ltl[ormol 
• (always before noun> He enaed up bacJi. 
In a sktd·row hotel. 

skids 
be on the skich informal 

m be having a lot of problems aoo be 
likely to fail • l Ju:ar their space 
proRrartmut is on tile skul.s. 

hit thesklds 
1 AustroliaJl. itl/ormal to leave a place 
quickl~· • Wh0t hi~ I!X-girlfrlend llTTII><Ui 

at I he party Ben realty hit the skids. 
2 Australian, Informal to make a vehicle 

stop \'eJ'Y suddeJl.ly • A car suddenly 
pulled out in front Q[ us and Jake hit th~ 
s.kkis. 

3 APstralian, il!.formal to get into a very 
bad situation, especially by losing your 
motle); home. or job • Poor old Dermis lias 



355 slap 

rrolly hit the skids since he spilt u.p with 
his wife. 

put tho sldds under sb/sth British & 
Australian, lnft;rmal 
to make something Jlkl)ly to fail 
• OpiXJsitton from loc.al residiJ11ts /w.s Pul 
thf skld.t uruJer plans fora new ntgluclub. 

skies 
praise .sb/sth to the skies 

to praise someone or something very 
much • At first she would praise/lim to the 
skfesjor etoqy ml.ncr achtt~Xtment. 

skin 
.,_ skin and bone/bones 

to be c.xtremcly thin • ~ satu a f ew strczy 
dogs that were no tiling bUl skill and 
bones. 

get under sb's skin 
1 to annoy someone • It Tl!O.lly got under m,y 

shin when he said women U.~Ue bad 
driLWS. 

2 to affect someone \•cry &rongly in a way 
that is difficult to forget • Somethtllg 
abam lhe hawzling beauty Q/ the place 
roolly got under nu• shill. 

It's no skin off my nose. British, 
Americlln&Austrolinn. informal 

It's no skin off my (back) teeth. 
American. iliformol 
something that you S3.Y v."hieh means you 
do not care about something because it 
wtllllOt affretyou • ~~~C<Jn gc tn his car t1 
heprt.fers.. It's no skin off my nose. 

make sb's s:kin crawl 
if something or someone makes your 
skin ~wl, you think they are very 
unpleasant or frighwnlng • JUSl thlnki.ne 
about the wo.Y he had lbuched her made 
her skin crawL 

nearly jump out of your skin 
if you nearly jump out oi your skin when 
something happens., it make!! you feel 

very surprised or shocked • I Marti a loo.d 
bans and nrorly jumped out of my skin. 

save sb's skin 
to save someone from faJlure or 
difficulties • You saved rlt}l skin telling my 
parefllS I st~'M with you last nigh!. 

sky 
The sky's the limit. 

something that you say which means 
there is no limit to what something or 
someone can achieve • Wilh two 
imporWr.tflim roles and a nuuor award. 
ft s~ms like the sky's the limit for thts 
wlcnrcdycung actress. 

sky-high 
blow sth sky·hfgh 

to make something that someone is 
trying to achieve fall completaly, oftgn by 
telling people somethjng which should 
ha\'e been a secret • H e blew the wJwta 
deal sky.fflgh by ulling the newspapers 
aboutiL 

slack 
cut sb 50me slack AmerlaJn & AustraliDn, 

triformal 
to allow someone to do some thinK that is 
not usu.all,y allowed, or to treat someone 
less severely than is usual • Officials haue 
as/ad the Environmmwl Pro~ion 
Age!IC)• recut Utahscmcslack ineriforr:lng 
theCle4nAtr Act. 

plckltalce up the slack Amuicoll & 
Australian. informal 
to do the work which someone else has 
stopped doing, but which still needs to be 
done • When Sue sums gotng out ro work 
each day. Bob and the kids will ha!H! tc 
take up the s/Dck and help more at heme. 

slap 
slap and ticlde mainly Brtrlsh, oJd. 

fashioned, humorous 
lll!xual activity that is not serious • They 

were /uJvlng a bit of slap and tickle on th2 
sqfa whe~~ I walked in. 

a slap in the face Y 
an action that insults or upsets someone 
• (often + for ) The decision ro cJcse the 
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sports tuzll was a slap ln w face Jor all 
tho~ who luu:J campargned w keep it open. 

e slap on the bade 
praise or approval • We ~aoe hu a btg 
slop on tht bot:k for helping to OQ;aniu 
tmronurt. 

a slap on the wrist 
a 111arnlne or pumshment that 1s not 
sa-ere • I GOt a slap on the wrist for 
arriVUIJl (Ott CBOIIL 
~t your wrist s lapped • We cot our 
wri.sts slapped for leaving tm door 
unlockm oil niJ:ht. 

sledgehammer 
use a sledgehammer to creek a nut 

Brilish &ArJ.Stmlicm 
to do something with more fon:e than Is 
~ssary to achieve the result you want 
~ A slod.gehammer is a ll:ltlle, heavy tool 
with a wooden handle and a met.~ head 
that Is used !Or hitting things. • Sending 
ten men to arrest one small hoy IMS a clOOI' 
caS41 of using a stedce/lammu co crack a 
nut. 

sleep 
siHp li1ce a lotii'DP 

to sleep wry ~u • l don't know U it had 
allJfhb111 ID do IJ.IIIh tJw u:IN ~De drank but 
lshptl/Ma 

51eeponlt 
to not make an unmediate dectsiOn a boot 
a plan or Idea, but to wait until the next 
day in order to hm-e more time to th.illk 
about it • You don't hat'f w l{ft'f me your 
decf.sion new. Sleep on It, and let 1M kllOUJ 
tomorrow. 

could do sth In their sleep 
lt someone could do somethlne ln their 
•Jeep, they can do it very easl b: usually 
because they have doni! it so onen • rve 
don It tlut same rec:fpe so I7IOJU' n.m~ T could 
dO it in my sleep now. 

not lose sleep over sth 
to not worry about somethlnc • 1 don't 
intend ro Jose a11y st~mwer this probll'm. 

sleeping 
let siHplng dogs lie 

10 not blk about thtnp which have 
caused problems ut the past, ot· to not try 

to change a suuauon because you misht 
cause pmblems • Ilis pannts nroer 
rt{erred to the shoplifting fncidf!IIC again. I 
$llppO$e they thought iJ best w In sUi! ping 
dcgs lie. • 11 EL'nS11't that '"didn't toant w 
tmproue the school il was more o ccse qf 
lminR s/cefJinR dogs II& 

sleeve 
h:lve sth up your sleeve 

to have a SI!CCet idea or plan • U rhis trtp 
dotSn't u,-ork ouJ I've still got o]ew ideas 
up my sleefX!. 

sleeves 
roll your sleeves up 

to prepare for hard worl< • Our local trom 
nm to roU thdr sl#aoes 11p and puJ a biJ 
moreeffcrt into their footbalL 

sleight 
sleight of hand 
1 WC!j'S of dcccivlngpoople which you need 

skill to do • Some motllemottct~l sletght of 
hand was requtred to make the figures add 
up. 

2 Quick, clever movements of your hands, 
especially when perfonnlng magic tricks 
• l»th unpmslve slelghJ of hand he 
produced two pigtons out of his rop hac. 

s lice 
a s lice of life 

u a film. • plsy, OT a piece of writing 
shows a slice of life. it shows 1lic as It 
really is • The drama. asllaOf l~abOfJt 
a group qf mmlm'TiM mothers. starts 
tonight. 

a sl ice of the cake British. A.mDtcan & 
AusJroJittn 

a slice of the p ie American 
a pan of the money lhatts to be sh11n-d 
b)l e--eryone • The gooe.rnment h.o$ less 
mot~(>' to spend on roucation this year. so 
primary sdlcols will Ret o smoll$r sltct of 
the rw;e tJUlll lllst .).'Mr. 

any way you sllco It malnly Amerlam. 
ill{ormal 

no mattor how you slice it malnzy 
American. Jnformal 
something that you sa,)' which moans you 
will not chanse your opinion about 



something, whatever anyone se,ys about 
the matter • & shculdn't have hit her, an)! 

way >•ouslice lt. 

slime 
a slime ball Informal 

an unpleasant man who is friendly in a 
way which is not sincere • I don't /mow 
tduU she sees In hbn - he's such a slime 
ball! 

slings 
the slings and arrows (of outrageous 

fortune) literary 
unpleasant things thal happon to you 
that you cannot prevent I:;, This phrase 
comes from Shakespeare's play. Hamid. 
Slings and arrows are 1\'Capons used to 
attack people, and fortune means things 
that happen to you. • We aU have tosuj]l!r 
1M slings and arrows, so there's no potnt 
getting depressed when tllinJlS HO WT'OII/l. 

slip 
a slip ofthe tongue ;< 

a mistake you make when speaking, such 
as using the wrong word • Did I sey she 
u~forty'! I meantfourti!Kn-just o slip ol 
the tongue. 

give sb the slip informal 
to esctlpo from someone who ls with you. 
followbl.g you, or watchlng l'OU • Then. 
was a man following mt when I kft the 
offrce, but I gave him th2 slip on the 
crowded main street. 

let sHp sth / 
to say something that you did not \ntend 
to say because you wanted to keep it 
secret • Pam kt slip an tnreresttne bil Q/ 
gossip }>esterday. • (often+ that) Stupidly, 
/lEt i t slip that they'd decided not to gi~o't 
himthejob. 

There's many a slip twixt C\IP cmd lip. 
liWary 
something that :;-ou say in order to warn 
someone not to be too confident.about the 
result of a plan, because many things can 
go wrong Wore lt ls completed • \Ve stUI 
mlghtflnlsh in time for tile deadline, but 
there's many a sliptwixtcupand lip. 

slippery 
a slippery slope .r 

a sit.uation or habit that i.<; lik(!Jy to lead to 
a worse situation or habit • U .}'OU let. kids 
sUzy up late a few nJghts you're on c 
slippery slope. • i'vfy advice is UJ keep 
awayfrom(llldmgs. Tt'saslipperyswpe. 

be as slippery as an eel 
someone who is as :,lippe.ry as an eel 
cannot be trusted li:::J .An eel is a long fish 
which has a body like a snake. • You'd be 
mad ro eo inll> bustn.e.ss wllh him. JTe's as 
slippery as an eel. 

slow 
do a stow bunl Amerit:an & Australian, 

informal 
to have a feeling of anger that gradually 
increases • As he heard more about the 
plan to dweJcp tlre MMfor industrial~ 
he started doing o slow burn. 

smack-bang 
smack-bang Brlttsh. American & 

-vr Australian, informal ,... 
smack·dab Anwriam. informal 

cx.acUy in a parUCular place, cspcclally 
In the mlddle of somewhe~ • (always t 
advlprep) She lit-es smack -bong in the 
middle Q[ Lon.Mn. 

small 
small beer British, American & 

Australi®, biformal 
small potatoes American & AUStrolkm, 

informal 
something that is not lmportant. 
especially when compared to something 
else • A Joan Q/ that size is small beer -
these 1x:mks are knding mtutons of 
pounds a day. • And we are not taU.tn.g 
small f)(Jlat()(JS - buildinH tl1e airport 
means man.Y poople tn the area wtlt ~ 
their homes. 

small fry iJifonnal 
1 people, organizations, or activities that 

are not large or important • Tile small fry 
are soon soin,g to be pushed out ot 
busiTwss by aJl tlwse multtnationals. 
• This lnt'€Sttgatlo~~ ts small fry for o 
police force used UJ massive inquiries. 



2 Amerkan, h~J17!0r00s very young 
children • These complller gan~s will 
really intrigue the small fry tn yOlJT hci.IS€ 
-kids love them. 

a small fortune 
a lot of money • Her hair oughl to look 
good -shupeiUls c. smallfortUM on it. 

the small hours 
the earty hours of the morning • (often +­
of) I was up tUl the small hcurs o.f 
Wtdmsday morning .flnJ.s/Ung ojJ tlult 
report. • She u:as bern In the :small 
hours of SaturdP}' morn.tng. 

M gratef\luth:~nkful for s""'ll nMreles 
if someone should be grateful for small 
mercies, they should feel grateful that 
something good has happened, although 
it is not everything that they wanted 
• They've agreed ro end the meeting hal/ 
an hour early. I supiXJ$6 we shcuJd be 
rlwnlifulforsmatl mercies. 

Don't sweat the sman stuff. American. 
iJifomu:l 
something that }'OU say in order to tell 
someone not to v;orry about things that 
arc not important • Don't sw.cat the S~Mll 
stWI Sam. It's )usJ o.fJit;g gossip - no orw 
tllkes il sertousl.): 

In small dos.s 
If you like someone or something 1n 
small dost!S, you only llk9 them for short 
pet1ods • She:S all right tn small dous bUl 
I wouldn't u;ant UJ spend a wlwle lm of 
time with her. 

It's • small world. 
something that you say when you 
discover that somoone knows a person 
that you know • Imagine you Jrnowinc 
Erik! It'sa small world. isn't It! 

make sb feel small 
to say something which makes someone 
feel not important or stupid • As a 
manager you haL-e ro lit able to t:rltktu 
poople but )lOU don't wa.ru w make them 
feel small. 

smart 
stnart drugs British & Austral ion 

drugs which make you more intelligent 
or rn~e you think more clearly • lluwe 

my exams in two uwks -1 could use some 
smart drugs. 

• smart ale</a .. dc ii!Wrmal 
someone who Is always trying to seem 
more cle\-er than everyone else in a way 
that is annoying • Some smart alec In tht 
audience kept making wltt;y runarks 
during my talk. 
smart·aled..a~ • (alws_ys before noun) 
He's just some sma.rt-c.lec)ournaliSL 

a s mart bomb 
a bomb that guides itself by receiving 
signals from tbe ground • IAser-guidl.d 
smart bombs wero httttna targets onlY 
about 60 per cent Q/ the tlmt. 

a smart cookie American 
someone who is clever and good at 
dealing with difficult situations • II 
anyone can make this company succee.d, 
It'S KaJhy-she's one smart cookit. 

a/your smart mouth Amertcan.lnformal 
If some<>ne has a smart month, they 
speak in a way that is too clever and does 
not show enough respect for other people 
• 11 you aren't 111«8 careful. )'Our smart 
mouth t:ould lo~yOU}I()IJr job. 

the smart money 
1 If the smart money Is on something 

happening, or on someone or something 
being successful, poople with a gooo 
knowledge about it believe that is what 
will happen • Hurt's best·ac:Jor award 
sur~ euen Hollywood insiden> - the 
smart money was on Jack Nicllolson. 
• The smcrt money SQYS tJIOJ the industry 
Will end updro.stlt:a/1,}• reduced. 

2 money which is spent by people who are 
very succe..c;sfl.ll in oosiness • The smart 
money Is coming back inlc mcrtRages as 
the best inL'fStmentrfght now. 

smart..arse 
a smart-arse British, IJ#ry informal 
• smart-as.sA.mt>rtcan. very 111/ormal 

someone who Is always trying to -
more clever than everyo~ else 1n a way 
that Is annoying • OK, smarr-arse, ®you 
luwe a better idea? 
smart-arse BrlJish, very tn/bri7Ull 
smart-ass <1mericon, L~ry Wonnal 



• (alwaYS before noun) That's all I need ­
some smart-ass kid telling me what to do! 

smarty 
a smarty pants informal 

someone who is alw~·s n-ying to seem 
more cl~\·or than everyone else in a way 
that Is annoying • Cindy. tlu! JUt~ smarty 
pants, will be tIre rust tc Ull US Wlu!re u;(? 
u.'l!m u;·rong. 

smelling 
come out/up smelling of roses Brll1sh & 

AuslroJian 
come out/up smeUing like roses 

Ami!riron 
if you come out smelling of roses. people 
bcllc\'e you arc good and honest after a 
difficult situat ion which ()Ou]d hll'.·e 
made YOll seem bad or dishonest • Thue 
was a nlllior fraud investigation, bW 
Smithstillcon!4our~o/~'t'S. 

smile 
crack a smile lriformal 

to smile. especiaJiy when ~rou do not fuel 
like smiling • (usual..ly negative) The man 
barelY crocked a smile at llis[r-Wnd's}olie. 

wipe the smile off sb's face 
to make someone feel !~ happy or 
oonfidmt. especially someone who Is 
annoying you because they tlllnk they 
are very cle\'er • Tell him you saw Helma 
01 the cwma with anbther guy - that 
should wipe the :smile off his/ace. 

smiles 
b e all smiles 

to look very happy and friendly. 
especially when other people are not 
eXPeCting you to • SJw spent the whole Q[ 
yesterday slloutlng at peopk and ytJ tilts 
fl'l()rnlng slul':s (Ill smlfts. 

smoke 
smoke ~nd mirrors Americlln & 

Australia II 
somctll.ing which is intended to confuse 
or deceive people. cspedally by making 
tllcm bellcvc tllnt a situation Is bcttm­
than It really IS • Smoke and mirrors 
made the company seem bigger and 
healthier tllan it realb• was. It UitlS }usr 
ckL'f!r markeJ/r~g. 

smoke-and-mirrors • (always before 
noun) City Hall hCJS satX?d UU1X1)'1!1'Siilru 
with irs smoke-and-mirrors trld< Q/ using 
monzy Sill a.ddefor building renooattons. 

smoke signals 
a sign that sometlling Is probably golng 
to happen • All the smoJ. s(gnolS from 
JJou;nlng Strut lndirot~ that tlu! taxpayu 
will have ra paJ' up again. • Cvllflic:ting 
smok~ sigTUI/s an ccming from the w 
peace talks, and it is impossible to SO)' how 
they an going. 

the (big) smoke British &Australian 
a big cit}', e;pecially t.ondon, Sydney or 
Melbourne • So whm were you last in the 
smoke, tJrm? 

b low smoke American 
to say things that are not true in order to 
mal<e yourself or somelhina you &'C 

involved witll seem better th.ln ills • Tile 
team put on (JJ* utlbtlilttx•Ue J)Cli'/Ormanct. 

I'm not just blowinn smoke they were 
great. 

go up in smoke 
lt a plan or some work goes up in smoke, 
.it Is spuiled or wasted • Then his business 
went hankrupt and 20 J<-cars of hard uvrk 
u'Cilr up in smoke. 

There's no smoke without fire. 
Where there's smoke, thele's fire. 

something that you say which mE>ans that 
if people are saying that someone has 
done something bad but no one knows 
whether it is true, it probably ts true • He 
claims that tltey were just good !rw1uis 
cmd that thzy ner:er slept togetlu!r but 
there's no smoke without fire, that's what 1 
SOJL 

smoking 
~ smoking gun 

information which proves without doubt 
that someone couuniltcd a cri.mc • A 
smokillS Rltfl was found in the form of OJf 

incrfminat ins memorandum and Walker 
WfJS conutcled of theft. 

snail 
mail mail hum(J('ous 

the SYStem of sending lcners thro\lgb the 
post • Whats J'Qlll" prr:[erre.d means Q/ 
COI/111rWticOJioo? Fa;(. email or smlil mail? 
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.:~t .:2 !;n:ail's p:s.co ,( 

very slowly /!::; A snail i'> a smaU animal 
with a shell that moves very slowh: • The 
roods were full of traffic and we Wf!n! 

travelling at a snail".s pace. 

snake 
l 

make oil American, irt!o1 ~I 
adv~ or solutions to Problems which 
are of no use ~ People used to sell 
substances called snake oll In the US 
whlcb they s<Ud would cure lllnt'sscs but 
which were of no u.~e. • fn my opinion, 
governrru:nt mea.sut"'l!.'i Jnr balancfnc the 
budi:s;r are just so much snoke oil. 
a sneko·oll salfiman American, 
iriforln4l someone who ulcs to se-D )'OU 

something of no valllll • ThP American 
people are too easily ckceked- Che. perfect 
tarKe~for Ol!>' passin(f smrl:e-oil saresman. 

a snake in tflo grass , 
someone who pretends to be your friend 
wbJJ.e secretly doiniS l:hi.nts to harnl you 
• it's upsettinll ro loom that someone you 
once vieuoed as a good colhJastse Is lit/act a 
snake tn tile grass. 

snap 
Snap to It' British, American & 

.Austrollan, trifonnal 
Snap It up! American. informal 

something that you sa~· to someone when 
you want them to hurry • »i>'re leaving in 
j'tt'e minutes so you'd berwr snap to it. 
• Snap il up. can't )'(;U? &reb• you've had 
enough time to wrlle thaJ lttter! 

snappy 
~ekeltsnappy!Uifo~ 

an Impolite was or telling someone to 
hurry • lte'd lilrefC~urcofJ"eesp/east, and 
mo~it snappy! 

sneezed 
not to be sneezed/sniffed at injbrmtll 
1 if something, especially an amount of 

money, is not to be sneezed at. it is largE 
enous:h to be worth having • And tllcre ·s 
the increase in safary tc be considm'd. 
£J.()(}()e.xtr<l aye.ar tsnottcbesneezedaL 

2 if something or someone is not to be 
sneezed at, they are amport.ant or 
dangerous enough to deser\'e serious 

~nHon • Coot:lman is nci a man ll> be 

snifff.flaL 
be nothing to sneeU!Isniff atAmerlcan 
& Australian, informal • Blizzards with a 
foot oJ snow are rwrhing to s~e at even 
tn til£ mld-~~-

snook 
code :a snook Drltish. oldfashionoo 

to show that you do not re~t 
something or wmeone by doing 
something t hat insults them • (usually+ 
at) In the e1ul he rousw UJ accepr Fris 
award, cccktl'lf{ a snook at the film 
lndUstryfor whlC'h Jte had such contempt. 

snow 
a snow job American & Australian. 

iriformal 
an attempt to porsuade or deceive 
someone ~· praising t11em or not telling 
the tnill1 • Danny'Jl neer:lto do o snow 
job on his Dad if lu!'seoinc to bcrrow the 
cor again. 

snowball 
a snowbaD effect Y 

a situation in which something increases 
ln size or importance at a faster and 
faster rate • The mere slJCCes${ul you 
become. the more ,publicity you set OJtd 
thai piJblidty gf!Tleraks sales. It's a sort o! 
snowbaU rdlect. 

not have a snowball's chance In hell 
to have no chanoe at aU of achieving 
something • (usually • of • dolng sth) 
Yl1th those grades she Jw.sn't a snCiwball"S 
ella nee in hRllQ/ geuing intocollcgf, 

snowed 
be SJMMed unclllr 

to l!a\'e so rouch work that you ha\-e 
prob~ne dealing wltb it an • (~ • 
witb> SM etrants nv ~ ltJke 6DIM tlnw t8 
but rm ~wed under lolth ID(1ffr at the 
~ 

snuff 
a snuff movie 

a film that is intended to be sexually 
exciting which shows a porson belng 
murdered • In Afay '92 lu! wen ar~-ted 



361 soft 

and charged with importing sn14J movi~ 
into the counl~ 

up t o snuff mainly American 
lf someone or sometlllng is up to snuff, 
they are of an acx:eptable standard or 
qualitY • (often negative) Their wine list 
is t"WY sood bul I'm qfraid llleft>od Isn't 
reaUy up (() snqff. • The polJce jb~W ts 
rtpllu:tnf Its older patrol ccrs to make 
sure they all come up to snl4ff. • We have 
spent a tremeruf(NS amount Q/ money 
bringing thedeparttneJU up to snuff-

snug 
bel H snug as a bug in a rug /lWIU)rous 

to feel \-ery comfortable and warm 
because :1•ou are in bed ot· under a cover 
• You get In your nice wam1 bed with Ji'OUr 
U!ddy and JIOU'll be as snug as a bu.g in a 
rug! 

soaked 
be soaked tothes.kln 

to be extremely wet • The rain was so 
lloottY we u.wc sooked w theski.nqfrer only 
ten minuw.s. 
get soaked to the skin • I had no 
umbrella so rcot$00ke4 to the skin. 

soapbox 
get on your soapbox 

to st.srt expressing Strong opamons, 
especiall~· about a subject that people are 
bored of healing you speak about /t::J A 
soapbox is a wooden box that people 
stood on 1n the past whf!ll they were 
making a sl)ee<lh In public. • li was thai 
point in theet;eningu.•hen myji:Jthergoton 
his soap lxfx and started ~«twins !.IS on 
the evils Q/ tile mc<l.ern world. 

sob 
a sob "'ory .' 

a sad story that someone tells you about 
themselves In order to make you reel 
sympathy for them • She told~ some sob 
sr.ory about not having enough money w 
go and see lu:r faJher who was ill. 

sober 
be as sober as a judge 

to not be at all drunk • It 's alll{ul tehm 
etlf!ryoM else arowld )'0!1 has been 
drinkint:artd>-ou·reassoberasajudg~. 

social 
a social dlmber 

someone who trlos to join a hagher soclal 
cl.ass. especially by becoming friends 
with people from th11t cl:lss • He was a 
dcdicaied social cltml>er and was at all tile 
best parties. 

sock 
Put a sodc in it l informtJl 

an impolite \\'SY of tellins someone to be 
quiet • Put a sock In it! Sonw Q[ us are 
tl'yifll! to u;ork around hut. 

socks 
b lowlknock your sodcs off Informal 

1f something knocks your socks oiJ. )'OU 

find it extremely exciting or good • I'm 
going to take J.'OU ro a re.staurant that'll 
I-.71CX:k YOUr socks Q/f, 

pull yo~u· scxks up 
to make an effort to lmpt·o"e you.r work 
or behaviollr bccauso it Is not 80011 
enough • He's gotliR to lwve to pull his 
scx:J.;s up If Jw wants to SID)• ~~~the team. 

work ~ur socks off Informal 
to wqrk ver,y hard • The /.clu.-,.~rs tJuu I 
k1row earn a rot Q/ mo11ey but they u;orlc 
tJI.N socks off. 

(I:M!atlborelcharm et c.} the socks off sb 
it someone beats. bores, charm& etc. the 
socks off someone. they beat, bore, or 
charm them completely • He &MS one Q/ 
tlwse uac~~ers who IJored tile socJcs Q)J fits 
students with hlsdasses. 

sod 
Sod's Law British, humorou.s 

the wey in which plans fail and bad 
things haptl('.n where there is any 
posslbllity of them di!ing so • It's SOd's 
Law that on tlu! one occasion r&l!en the 
train cu rit-es on time. rm late! 

soft 
soft in the head fn[onnal 

stupid or crazy • / can't clwnge mp mind 
naw. sh.e71 thinl> roe gone sQft in rite 
head. 

be soft on sb oldfashl<Jnro 
to be in love with somcanc • / tl!tnk Conor 
mliSt be soft on Julie - he l>eeps $elidinG 
her cards.. 



have a soft spot~or sb/sth 
to feci a lot of affection for someone or 
something. often without knowing wh,y 
• rw got a ll!Cll $Cfi spci for Thomas - 1 
just find S()mWUng about fljm tm• 
appealing 

softly 
a $OftJy. softly appr03Ch Brirish & 

Austrolian 
a gradual way of sol\rtng a problem that 
shows patience and does not involve 
immediate action or ~ • Tf1e ~nJ 

unrest in the capital SUR.Rests that the 
governmenl's SQ!tl>~ SQ/Ily approac/1 to 
l?jorm Is nct working. 

sold 
be sold a pup Rrilish, irl{o.-mal 

to be tricked into buying something that 
1s not worth an~ • nn qfrauJ >oou've 
lxen sold a pup there. You should olwa.>•s 
get on e.Yptrt to look ovtr a second-hand 
car be/DIT you buy lL 

soldier 
:a soldl•r of fort.un• literary 

someone who fi8)lts for any country or 
group chat will pay him • A sola~r of 
fortune in the uroia of both Christian 
and Muslim ldngs, he was ctmstautly 
figlltingfrom 1065. 

:solid \. 

be as sol id as a rode 
to be very solid • So muchfttrniture these 
days Is sof/imsy- lhis table here was made 
a llundred years ago and il's Si>lld as a 
rock. 

some 
•md then $Ome AmR.r/.can &Australian 

and even more • It looked ltke 20,000 
poople ami then some at the 
defii01$Cltion. • "Did Joe give YQU a hard 
t ime?' ·yeah, and tiJen somet' 

son 
Son of a bitch! mainly American. very 

lriformal 
something that you say 1n ordar to show 
that you 9.I'(! very nngcy or upset • Son qf 
a bitch! HaL-e you seen r.olult he wrote in 
this letter? 

a son of a bitch 
1 Am11rlcan & AJJJtrallan, L'<tl)' llt/'OrmDI 11. 

man who L'l unple.:~sant or who has made 
you angry • He's a lazy, dn.tnken son of a 
bitdt and she's beJrer off without him. 

2 Amerl.can. L'i!ry tnj'ormal a way of 
referring to an oQiect, an activity. or a 
situation which causes difficulties for 
you • Cleontnc up cift.er the robf1e7)• was a 
son of a bitch. 

Son of a gun! AmPriron & Australian, 
very informal 
somcthh1g that you say ln order to show 
that you arc: very surpl·lscd and S11oc1<ed 
• Snn of a gun! I t•an 't believe they put her 
injailfor that! 

a son of a gun 
1 Amutron, Wormal a man who ls 

unpleasant or who has mad.9 you angry 
• He's one mean sen of a cun - sn be 
ca.rej'ul around him. 

2 American & Au.strollan, Wormal if you 
call a man or a boy a son of a gun. it is a 
way of showing affe<:tion for them • Tile 
liule sen Q/ a gun has done Sl ogal.n - /It's 
u:on all Ills races. 

3 American, £nforrrw.l a v,;ay or referring to 
an object which is causing problem.'l ror 
you or making }'Otl angry • T11e 
computer's crashed and I den 't lmoiD how 
wget thcscnQ/ a gun working again. 

song 
a song and dance Amertca.n 

a long and complicated statement or 
story, especially one thst is not true 
• (usually + about) She gar;e me some 
SiJng and dance abom her kids always 
being sick and not being able (() get to thl! 
me~tmxs. 

be on song British 
to be playing or performing well 
• RaLYmelU rooked a blt tired l.n /o.$t 

Sa.Jurday's mtJtch but he"s certalnlJ• on 
song tonight. 

fora song 
ven· cheaply • This is one of my favourite 
pteceso[ jlJrniJurumd/got Uft>rasong In 
a markel. • Propuzy pri«s hat--e come 
right do~- houses are going for a song 
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(= being sold \'ery ehei!J)ly) at tile 
momCIIl. 

make a song and dance aboutsth/doing 
sth British & Australian 
to make something seem more important 
than it really is so that cvcryono notlc(?S 
it • I only asked hertomouehucarbut she 
mllde Sllch a !iDng and dancP. about it • HI'. 
mcuk ~ real $Ong and dance about gi.lJing 
upmcot. 

sooner 
No sooner said than dono. 

somet.bin8 that you say when something 
is done as soon as someone asks fur it or 
suggests It • 'WOUld you mind closing the 
windaw for a while?' 'No sooner said than 
done. ' 

sore 
a sore point/spot /\.. 

a sub}Cet which someone would pt-efer 
not to talk abO\U bee.ausc It makes them 
angry or emba.t'rassed o toflen + w ith) I 
tried not to make any r~e.n:nce to Mi/re's 
drinking hobits - 1 A71QW it's a sarc poinJ 
u-tth Kco• at the moment. 

stancllstidc out like a SON thumb 
If souwonc orsomcthln8 st,kks out Uke a 
&e~re thumb, tlWJ'}'OJU! natiGI!IS tbl!m 
becaU$e they are very ditDI'ent from the 
other people « things around lllem 
• ~else*'" in JWns and msual 
R«Jr ond l had nuo Q/fke ~rhes on - 1 
shlt:kOIAI IM4la-601Y'IIulmb. 

sorrows 
drown your sorrows -" 

to drink a lot of alcohol becau~ you wam 
to stop feeling sad • I've JlOt a bottle of 
whiskey lieN- shaU u-e stoy In an.d drown 
our sorrows? 

sorts 
be out of sorts 

to feel slightly W or s~tly unha,ppy 
• l'd be.mfeeltng tired and /u:adac/1)' and 
generaUy ow of sorts for S/)me time. 

It takes all sorts (to make a world.) 
something that ~'Ou say which means that 
all people arc different and even strange 
people should be aceepted • Now tile 

couple ne.'tl dimr; they go swimming in the 
sea in the middle c[ winter. n~ll. It tllkf!S 
all sorts, as thzy S'CIJ! 

soul 
be the soul of aiSO'etion 

to be good at not talking about things that 
other people want to k~p secret • As 
regards Nigel, lie's the soul of dtscretton. 
I'm quiu sun lie won't mellticn this to 
anyone. 

sell your soul (to the devil) 
to do sometlilllS! brul in order to succeed 
or set money or power o As far as J¥flke 
lJX1S concerned, he badly wanted tlli! job 
and he'd sell his soul to till! devil to get it. 

sound 
be as sound as a bell 

to be \'ery healthy or In ~·ery good 
condition • Her constitution is as sound as 
a bell. 

bo as sound as a dollar American. old· 
Jasll toned 
li a machine or an object Is as sound as a 
doJJar, it works well and is in very good 
condition • The engi~ IUJs been as saund 
as a dollar since It lMS o~;-erhaule.d. 

soup 
be in the soup olti-.{ashtoned 

to be in trouble • This U!am A71QW rhat if 
riley lose on Sarurday, rhcy'll really ~In 
thcsaup. 

from soup to nut$ Amerlc.atl, tr({onnal 
from the beginning to the end o She told 
us ewrytJtllll{ about the trlp,from soup to 
nuts. 

sour 
sour grapes 

if you say that something someone sa,vs 
is saur em pes. you me.:~n th:~t they said it 
because they are jealous • I don't think 
it's such a l{re(lt job- and tllat's ll()tjtJSt 
saur grapes beco~I didn'tget ft. 

south 
go south AniUican. Wormal X 

to lose value or gualicy • Wilen oil pnxs 
u:mt south, it t'aus«f problems rigllt 
across the ~onom;>: • She p/Qyed well in 
thcwnnis championships. 1!-'C<'.CPt her serve 
seemed toJwvego~sauth. 
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space 
a space cadet humoroos 

a s trange or ctaz}' person • 1 wouldn't 
trosr l!im with T/w cluldren he's a 1'00.1 
~<Xldet. 

Watch this spa01. 
sornetlu.ng !hat you sa..v \\·htch means that 
you think there will soon be exciting 
changes in a situation • I haue plans [or 
mycarter. Unu:hlhi.sSpace. 

spade 
c;,U a spade a spado 

to tell Che truth about something. even if 
it is not POlite oc pleasant • You know me, 
I roll o Sf)fJik a spade an<l when 1 S4e 

~ne bella~;tng llkeanldtot.I tn1 them. 

spades 
in spades mainly American 

in large amounts or to a vel)' great 
degxw • 'l"he thing lhal you absolutely 
must hilL~ fOr this job ls confldence- and 
Adam has i1 in spades. • I don't get rold.s 
often. buJ when I do I get tht>m in SJ)(Uk.s. 

spare 
1M! like a spare prick at a wedding 

British. taboo, humorous 
to feel silly be<:ause you are present at an 
e\•ent but no one needs ~w and no one is 
talking to you • &oeryone else there had 
c:vme wtt/1 their part.JWrS and I was Wt 
[Feting like a spareprlckato wedding. 

go spare RritL"1h & Austrotion, informal /' 
to become very angry • She'd go spare if 
she fotuuJ out lw u;as spending all tho' 
monll.>; 

spark 
a spark plug Amencan, In/or mol 

a perS()n with a lot of anergy 1111d ideas 
who encourages tl\e other people In a 
sroup • The school's 11/!U) principal is the 
spark plug in a team that tncludl'.S 
parents. tRacJzers and oommunit;v. 

sparks 
spi'lrksfly 

l.f sparks fly between two or more people, 
they argue angrily • Th£>· don't hot~ tJte 
easiest of relationships and when they get 
together in a m~ing sparks fly. 

speak 
speak for itself/themselves X 
if someth.in.g speaks for Itself. It does not 
need any e.Kplanatton • I'm not going ro 
talk about our bWfi'U!$S successes. J thtnk 
tlze report spqaks fl>r Itself. 
let sth speak for ~lffthemselves 
• Thebooko_tfersnoanalysisof Bcnna/YJ's 
u;-ork, it just lets the paJntJnss speak for 
themselves. 

speaking 
not be on spc~:aklng terms 

to b9 refusing to talk to someone because 
you h.-r.te had an argument and are still 
aJlgry wllh lhem • (often+ with} She's not 
on spooking terms wftll her ex·hrtsband. 
• Jeonttu and her mo/Jler ~n 't be€11 on 
spooking terms slni:e the wroding. 

spec 
on spec 

1f you do something on s-pec. you do lt 
without being sure tbat :!IOU wW ~et what 
you want • You could alwayS llir1l up at 
the airport on SJ>tC ancl see what's 
aoollcbte on lhe dAA • I stnt ltl an artJcle 
on s/)«and chey published it. 

spectacle 
mi'llc.e a s~ctiK!o of yow"Sclf 

to do somelhing that makes yon look 
stupid and attracts other poople's 
anention • I wasn't KoinR ro make a 
spectacle Q/ rro•self by doncin.R u.'Uh nuo 
grandma! 

spectre 
raise the sfK!Cb'e of slh Brillsll, American 

& Australian 
raise the specter of sth Amuican 

to make people worry that something 
unpleasant will happen • Drougllt and 
war hat-e misM tfte spectre of food 
shortages for millions of ptopJe. 
• Napa/i 's J-()ddeat at Rologno raised the 
SJ'«Lre of relegation tor the Italinn 
cJwmpwns. 

speed 
up to speed 

if you are up to speed with a subject or ll1l 
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~~emit:Y. you have all the l<~test 
inforn1at ion abom ir and arc ablo to do it 
well • (often .. with) IVe arranged for 
scme llom~ tutorinG to ReJ him up to 
speed with the other chllclren in ltts class. 
• (often+ on) Bqjon! ~start the mfN!tlng, 
I'mjustgoln£1 UJ brfngycu up to speed on 
the latt:st developments. 

spick 
b e spick and span 

a plaoe that is spick and span is ,,.en• tic\}• 
and clean • 7'11e kUcJwn was splck on4 
span a~ euer; euery swtace wiped down 
and ei.Jf!rything fn Its place. 

spin 
a spin doctor >( 

somoone whose job is to make sure that 
the information the publk: receiloes about 
a partiCTJ\llr event m~kes them appm~-eof 
the organi2al1on they work fm: usually a 
pol!ticll.l part)• • In p<>lilics. thiS is th6 aet 
of tl1espindlxUJ1' and image maW. 

be Ina spin 
to be very anxious and confused • Sile's in 
a spin OLV!r thearrangen~JilSjor the par{)\ 

sendlttvow sb into a spin • News of 
the diredor's ns~gnatlon had sent 
managnnent into a spi~ 

spirit 
asfwtKtn ttt. spirit moves you humorous 

If you do something when the spirit 
mo,·es you. you only do it wtwn you want 
to • He'U cook now and again, I.Chcn the 
spiJ'll moves him. 

enter/get into the spirit of sth 
to show that you aro happy to be at a 
social event by talking to a lot of people. 
dancing, or wearing special clotlle.s 
• 'HI!): I like your hall' 1'\i!tl, J thought I'd 
better e11ter into the spirit of tl1ings. ' 
• I'm afraid I was feeling tno ill to Yi?I'Zily 
gettnt(J 1M spirit Q/ lhe eeeniJ~.g. 

spit 
spit and polish 
cl~antngandruhbi.ng • All i1 n~wasa 
bit of spit and poltsll and we (f()t it looking 
as Hood as nflV. 

spit nails American &Australian. 
in/orlllllt 

spit d\ipsltadts .4usJrolian. irifr~nnal 
to ~peRk or behavec in a way that show~ 
you arc very angry • He was spittinll naits 
whin he saw whai had happened to Ms 
Ctll': 

I could Oust> spltl in/onnaJ 
somcthin~; that you sa>' when ~oou are 
very angry. usually because of 
something someone has done • When I 
think of all the hours I put into tlwt 
company and that 's how the)• lrl!at me. I 
(X)IJ(d jll$! STJit! 

spit-and-sawdust 
splt-and·:RIWdust British 

a splt.and..sawdust pub(= type of bat• that 
is fuund m F!rltain) iS dirty and untidy 
and is not modern or attractive • (always 
beklre noun) Tllcre an one or tu;~ spit· 
tliJd.sawdust pubs fn lM town cenue but 
Mt hJng reiTJI)(e/p lrt!Jldy. 

spitting 
be the spitting image of sb 

to look \'eTY much the same as someone 
else • He's the spitting imtJge Qj II is {ather. 

spla.sh 
make a splash >( 

to get a lot of public aucution • It u,Yim't 
a lxst-stller buJ It did make quite a S/)fash 
In American lt.U:rary ctrcJes. 

spleen 
vent )'Our spleen 

to express anger • (often + on ) Politicians 
use!/ the press ro1!{crenro as an 
opporwnlty w vent lhelr spleen on 
reporrers.. 

spoiling 
b e spoiling for a f ight 

to be very ~ager to fight or e.rtue about 
somallung • The trouble was caused bj• a 
group of demonstmtc~ who U,'i!ti 

obfJioosl)• spoil inC fOJ' aflgiU. 

spoke 
put a spoke In slfs wh•el British & 

Austrollan 
to spoU som.oone else's plans and sroP 
them froru dolttg sometlllng • Tl?l/ him 
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.)"'U '11! uSfnH the ctJJ llliJL Wl!i!lwul - that 
should put a spoke in his uohceL 

spoon-fed 
bespoon·f~ 

to be given too much help or infonnation 
• When I was at school we weren't spoon­
fed. we had tc work things out for 
ourselrx>s. 

sporting 
a sporting chance 

a SQod chance that somulbing will 
ha,pJ)Cll, although 1t ls not certain • It's by 
110 means definiU but there's a $pOrting 
chance he'll get the job. 

spot 
glued/rooted to the spot 

lC you are glued to the spot, yoo cannot 
move. usually ~"ause )'OU are very 
shocked m· friGf'ltened • I sU>Od tl~re 
roOUd to tM sPUt as he came neal1!r 01ld 
nearer. 

hit the spot 
if food hits the spot, it taStes good and 
makes you feel sall.s1Jed • Mmm. that 
pectJn pie hit the spot. 

an the spot 
1 immecliatelY • U10U'nCQII/dlt wlthcul a 

datlt.you'reJINtl on 1M spot. • ~ aMfd 
/Dr IM tn01'fq ond ~paid USOIIIM ~ 

2 m the ~ wtun SOawtbt,. Is 
happenJne or has jU5t MJIIM!flf'd • 'I'M 
POlJa we:te mlled tmd Urq ~MY on tha 

· thrwn~i~Rdn. 

on-the-spot • (alwa)•S before noun) H" 
on-thL'-spol reports from war zones around 
the world won ~ sn.'eral awards. 

3 if you run or rum on the spot, )'0\1 do it 
without moving aWl\)' from the plaoc 
where yo1• are • I ran on the spot {or ten 
minutes Ia ui(II'm myself up. 

put sb on the spot 
to Cdi!Se SCme<;~ne diffi(:U)ty or make 
them embarrassed b~· forcing them l't 

that moment to make a difficult d4!Clston 
or answt!r an embarr11ssins question 
• Steve ratlle.r put him on tJw spot by 
asking wl1en U'i! ~Dere going 10 ~~ a pay 
rise. 

spotlight 
bo in the spotlight malnly American 

to get attention and inteN-St from the 
public • I aiU'(f)'.S assumed $he liked being 
tn t/wspotllght. 
steal the spotlight mainly Amuican • It 
was said Jhat he wos jealous q liis u;ifl! 
bel:aJJ,.st she scou lhe spotlight from him. 

spots 
knock spots off sblsth British & 

AuStralian, Wormol 
to b<- very much be.tter than 60meone or 
something else • Then:'s a vcgerarian 
restaurant in BriHIIton that knocks spots 
off any rowid here. 

spout 
be up the spout Brttlsh, informal 

to be pregrumt • His .sister's only just 
turned slxtun and she's up t~ spout. 

up the spout British & AtiSt.ralum, 
informal 
wasted or spoficd • Peterost hisjobsothat 
meant aur holida,}· plans went up tl~ 

spcut. • And they refused to Rh.•u me a 
I'P,{und so that was tloo 11undred pounds up 
1M spout. 

spring 
be no spring chldcen humorous 

to n.ot be young allY more • He must~ ten 
years oldu tfuln Groct, and $he's no 
spring C)IICiwt. 

spur 
ontheiPWofthemao•wm 

if )'UU do ~IIC OQ the SfJQl' of the 
moment. you do it suddanl)! withou1 
pt:uln!n6lt • It uwsomtrhlnsl botJ6hl on * :rpurQ/ the momm~. and rw ,.,.,,~ 
itecuslnce. 
spur-of·thHnOment • always beful'l! 
MWl) We luuin 't planned to get married­
it LOOS a spur-of-the-rnUTJEnt thine; 

spurs 
ev nlwin your spurs , 

to oo somethin.g to show that you deserve 
a particular position and hHVe the skills 
~ for it • He rcon his political spurs 
fighting hospital closures during hts ume 
ll$Q l«al councillor tn Rristol. 
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square 
a square meal 

a big meal that provides yow· body with 
all the di!fer4)nt types of food lt needs to 
Stay healthy • Most Of these SUpf!T'modt!ls 
don't look like thpY'IIe had a square meal 
in tMir life. • If )'OU'n only eating a 
chocolare bar tor lunch J'OU rwed a good 
squaremrolln tl16tu--en/.ng. 

a square peg (In a round hole) ~ 
someone whose character makes them 
complet.ely wrong for the type of wol'K 
lhcy are doing or for tJ1e Situation they 
are In • 1 mlli'l.'r did understand what 
Paddy UI(JS doing In acct:Jt.n~ - he IJXlS a 
square Pi1R tn a ro1md llohl. 

INidl to sq-. on• 
if )"OU are back to &qUIUt' t:11e. you have to 
1tart worklna on a plan ft-Otn the 
begburinr bel."ause :your Previous 
attcmptf.ilik-d iU1d tho procti.'A you madc.­
ls T\(1\lf lllll!lted • ~ thDIIfiU ~hliV 
1M$ lelti«<. but JWUI this $0)1 tMj'lenot 
MPI1Y wirh tlw thnl. JO rw'rr bodr to 
Bfl'llm DMII(itlln. • q lhlsguy ~our 
D)fer' ~··u haw top) bode"' .,uon-. 
QIUl stort 1M u:hollllltn4tmrnt PI «*S 
ogain. 

bo on tho square malllly American 
to be completcl..v honest in what you say 
and do • So thls g~· J'(XJ'rebu,ylng the car 
}tom - hOUI do you know he ·s on the 
square? 

squeaky 
squeaky clean 
1 someQne who is squeaky clean is 

completely good and honest and never 
does anything bad • Jo11rnali.sls Jun:;e 
been trying to discoocr u:hethf!T' t/16 
Seluztor rroJJy is as squeaky cltan os he 
claims ((J be 

2 compt .. tely clean • 1 low r1ut sqU4!0A-,• 
clronfeel oj my hair qfter rue wa .. 'illed it. 

squeeze 
put the ~ze on sblsth 
1 to try to infiuence a person or 

organl.zatlon to make them act ln the wa>' 
you want • Humon r{ghts activists /Wpe 
tlu! US presidenr will put the ~ueeze on 
tlu! l.~land 's rulers. 

2 to cause problems for- someone, 
e-specially by making it difficult for them 
to achieve sometlling • T1w recession luis 
PUt 1116 SQueeze on motU' small businesSes. 

stab 
have/make a stab at sthldoJng sth 

to try to do something, or to lry an 
acthtity that you balle not done before 
• I'd nevtr tmd lDOter skiing ~CJril. buJ I 
had a stab at ilWflilC I was in Oruce. • She 
made a reasonable stab aJ solving the 
problem. 

stable 
closing/shutting the stable door after 

the hcKse has bofted 
trying to stop something bad happening 
when it has aireaey happened and the 
situation caM()( be cllanced • Improoing 
sex:urity <ifter o major tht:{i would seem to 
b. a bit w.~ dosmg lht! $Uibli! dOCJr qftl!r 
the hone lias botred. 

staff 
the staff of life JiUr'a.ry 

a food such as broad that Is eaten in large 
amounts by a Lot of people • Bread is the 
stqff Q/ lift. which is wl!y we nnly use the 
fmest on:anicJWw to make ours. 

stag 
a stag night/party 

a party for a man who Is golnt to get 
married, to which only his male friends 
are invited • On K£ith 's sta,g ni£ht, hJs 
frtmds lell him tied to a IIJmP'fJOSS ln 
Tro.fal8or Sqt~Me, wear ing CJnl)l Ills 
wulerponts. 

go stag AmcrW.In 
if a man goo.o;; stag to a MCi:"ll event. h e 
p,oes without a woman • lf~ usually 
pr(fers to gl>stag tc partks. 

stage 
set the stage for sth 

if you set the stage for something. you 
make It poss.ble or likely to hc&ppen • 1'he 
purpose of lluJtfusl muting was«>~ the 
smce for fUture co-cperat ion ~ween 
Russia and tlu! USA. 
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the stage is set for sth • The stage Is now 
set }Or a really exciting dJmax to this 
year's championship. 

stake 
go to the stake mainly Britis/1 

If you say you would go to the stake for a 
bclicf or prhlciple. you moon you would 
rlsl< anything in order to defend it 4::. In 
the past. tbe stake was the wooden post to 
which people were t ied before beins 
burned tCI death as a punisluncnt. • She 
belialll!d passionately that the gonermmmt 
l(;ere wrong on this i.::.sue and U.'aS 

prepm"Cd to go to the stake fer her lliCl~'S. 

stakes 
pull up stakes American & Australian 

to leave the place where you have bet>n 
living • He pulled up stakes in Indiana 
and mc~.d, JMrtnanent/y, 

stalking 
a stalking horse 
1 a politician wllo tests the smmgth of a 

party's support for lt s leader by 
compl!dng for thl'! job of leading the party 
although they do not really intel'lQ to be 
elected • He wa.~ a stalking Jwrs-e. 
illl.e'lldcd to undermine wluU was regarded 
aJ the time as a uoeak leadersh(p. 

2 something that lS u.c;ed to hide som~ne·s 
real purpose • It 'sfwrcd that th.e UilJis are 
just a smlking hon;efor a mucJ1 wider drol 
between the tu.oc PCirties. 

stall 
set out !iOUl' stall J.JrlUSh & Austral Jan. 

to show other Ji'I!'OJ!Ie that you are 
determined to do !>-omethlng • l~i''t~ set 
out our stall to win the champicnsllip and 
we'll be disappoint(!(! if wcdo11't. 

stand 
stand or fall by sth '>( 

if you stand or fall by somctll1ug. lhat 
tlling alone causes you to succeed or Call 
• The new tele!Jision c:JuJnnelv.;itl st.anct or 
fall by its ability to attract >ocrmger 
vie.tOOrs. 

stAnd up And be counted 
to let people know your opinlcms. 
although tt mlght cause trouble for you 

• 'l'he>M who did /woo tM oouragc to stand 
up and be counted w~re arN$Ud end 
tmprlsone.d. 

make a stand 
to make a determined effort to defend 
somethlllg or to stop SA)mething from 
hcl.ppening • !felt thesituaJion hadexistf.d 
for jar too iong and tt· was time to mal.--e a 
stand. y 

take a stand 
to publicly express an opinion about 
something. "CSPCCially to say whether you 
~1:1pport or are against something 
• (usually ~ on} Marry politicians foil to 
tc.Jre a stand on equal rights for u:-omen. 

standard·bearer 
a standard-bearer 

wmrone or something thtit represents a 
particular group of people or set of ideas 
• (often 1 of) He's the standard-bearer of 
tlle party's right. • (often + for} The 
Ctmre J>art.y has long bten the standard­
bearer for cml.lir·onm.eniCrl ~. 

standing 
could do sth sbndlng on your hel)d 

informal 
if you could tlo something standing on 
your head, j'OU can do it very easilY. 
usually because j'OU have done it many 
times before • I've doM thlsjob for so wng 
IcouJddo Ustandlngon m>• lzi!ad. 

leavo sblsth standing !Jrltlsh & 
Austr<Jlkm 
to be much better than everyone or 
everything else • Stella's singing U.'aS so 
c<Jod, she ll!ft tf1c others standing. • This is 
the best IICOtJCY l 'fHJ tWer lUI{/. IJ tecwes tile 
rest stan.di1lfl. 

stands 
as ltmnds X 

as something 1s nO\\\ without changes to 
it • The law as tt Slb.ncls Is vel)! UMlec.r. 
• .t\s lt stcuuls, tJu: l'aMl $decisions can be 
reuiewed ])y tl1c c--ourts. 

staring 
be staring sb in the face 
1 if a solution to a Pl'Oblem is staring you 

in the face. it is very obvious • '!~ speru 
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OReS r{X)114e~ how ~could maA·~ TTIJ)n 
space ln w shop and the onsu.oer was 
storing us In thefaceolt the time. 

2 if an \mpleasant experience is staring 
you .In the face. it is very Jlllely to happen 
to you • lol'ith only one da.v's supply Q/ 
wat.er left, rkath u.'O.S staring him ln the 

~-
stark 
stark naked 

completely naked • He walked into the 
room starlr: ~ 

be stark raving m~ British, AITU!riccn & 
Australian 

be stark staring mad .aruuh 
to be co.npletol,y crazy • SM look4!d at me 
os thcugh w thought I u.-as stark ravlng 
mad. 

starry-eyed 
mrry·er-<t Y 

h."\PJ)Y and hopefUl about something, in a 
way wbich pre\'Cn.ts you from thinking 
about the bad things about it • StarT)~ 
e:>'td youngsters may drenm oJ nmning 
rn~· to the circus but life on the road is/& 
from romantic. • Her accounts Q/ small 
tow.n.Americaarcftlr kssstarry eyed lhan 
maii.Y writers. 

stars 
stars In your eyes 

someone who has s tat'S in tMir ~yes is 
very ·excited and hopefUl about the future 
and imagln~ the)· art gomg to be \'ery 
successful and famous • She U.>aS a girt 
with st.ars in lu?r eyes tmd dreams Q[ 
becoming famous. 

start 
brlngfpull sb up with a start 

if s®tething that somoone says brings 
you up wlth a start. Lt surprises ) 'OU rmd 
often causes you to suddenly stop what 
you wcro doing • Til€ sound 0/ /U.s tt{)/ce 
pulled me up with a start. 

state 
the state of play BrJtish&Australran 

the present s ituation • Collen + in) The 
article provides a u.s~.fuJ swnmary of the 
currenJ state of play in the negotiations. 

state·of·the·art 
atlll .,.... art 

1181Hf.tfle..art equlpmant and machinis 
lin! the mod madPm and ~ U. '-t 
quality IIVIIileiNe • ~w-lltll-Qrt 

aJmpuUI'ffi"Clllhk:$ slltJII! how~ ll#dwt 
t:DUid M tiYJII.I/tJ!_:;;;,;;mtd..=--~~--' 

station 
many beneath your station old· 

fasl1ioncd 
to tnarn· someone wbo belongs to a lower 
social class than you • Her father. who feU 
tllat she had married bfTUIOlh her station. 
~tospeaktoher. 

staws quo 
the status quo 

the Situation as it is at pn!S1!11t, v."ithout 
any chang~ • The arm.>: ho1.;'ing 
rnainraintd tlue SUJIUSQUO/OTWilmg. is 
embarking on a serU?.S qf n!ft;rm£ 

steam 

St~am is the hot cas that is produced 
when wate1· boUs and in the past It was 
used to give power to machines and 
v~hlcle5. Stearn ls used in the following 
phl'll..<>es connected with a person's 
energy and ability 10 do things. 

let oft steam IJrlrlsF!, American & 
Australian 

blow oft steam Ame1 ican & .Au$tratian 
to do or say something that helPS you to 
get rid of strong feelings or energy 
• lrkelitllfs gtw J>«>ple I he chance to let ojf 
steam if romethlng fiC!S been bothering 
them for a long time. • After a long 
journey. the kids need to run around a bit 
and let off steam. • I've tolcl her ~he can 
call me and tnll> om1 time she U."llllts to 
lJ/()(C 0/f sream .. 

pick up st•am American 
to start to be much mo~ cfll!etlvc or 
st~ccessful • In the tllird month tf1e 

campaign naUy starUd to plc.k up steam. 
• There ~ signs that the economy is 
picltirrg up steam. 

under ~rour own steam 
without ht>lp from anyone el<~e • non 't 
bother ser.rlinc a wr for u.s - wt can set 
~eunduourowns~~~ 



stem 370 

stem 
from stem to stem Am(!l"ican 

fl'om one end of something to tho otll!lr 
• lVeor;erhault:d the cor from stem to stern. 

step 
Step on it! Rritish, Amertcan & 

Ausrrolian. iriformal 
Step on the g<~SI Anwrlton & Australian, 

infomuil 
something that you 1;ay to someone when 
you want rhem to dri'~>-e more quicklY 
• Slkp on the /J(JS, u;Ul y()U, u:e lla~ to ~ 
there injiL•eminutes! 

Mind/Watdt your step. 
sometbilll: that you say in order to tell 
someone to walk carefUlly • Watch l'OUr 
sup, the./Wor·s tat ancliJ's a bU slippery. 

watch )'OW' step 
to make sure that you do not M)' or do 
~-~ that cau.st'>i you to Ret lnto 
t.rouble • lle'd ~tctr wo.u:h h1s step if lw 
u.>ants to carr:t on worklnx htrt. 

stew 
be in a stew old1ashion«J 

to be worrloo and confused about 
something • She tt'as in a stew over the 
party arrancements. 

leave :-h to stew 
let sb stow 

lf you leave someone to stC\\\ ~·ou leave 
tllcnt to wot'l'Y 11bout something btld that 
has hap}')(!ncd or something stupid they 
have done • J cculd have said a f~w 
comforting t.t.Y>rds and made hfm feel 
bl!tiR.r but 1 thOt'Cht I'd let him str.U.' a 
Ulhile instcod. 

stick 
stid< In ~'Our gullet/throat iriformal 

If a situation or somconc's bclla>1our 
sti<:.ks in your gullet, it WliiOys )'OIL 

usual!)' bct:ause you thinl1 it i:; wrong 
• ~Wrati1XIIIY :t~icJo:s in my gullet is too lt.'QY 
he uvats tM women in the (!{]Ire. 

a stick to beat sb/sth with British " 
something that g11.·es you 1111 excuse for 
criticizing someone or something t hat 
you do not like or approve of • As far as 
the opposition an conct~. the sllchtest 

hint of scandal i:;J;v:t another stick to boot 
the govl!rmmmt with. 

get on the stick American 
to force yom-self to hlU'l'Y o1· to start 
working • Q 1 ~eton tllestlck l'll/lmsh the 
rtport by this eto.ening. 

get/take [a lot of/some etc.] sticlc 
Britisfl, infnrmal 

come in for (a lot of/some otc.] s tlcl< 
British, informal 
to be criticized or laughed at because or 
somcthlng that you do • (often - from) I 
get a lot of stlr:kft·onl pwple at t.t.-crk oul!r 
rm lt!CU' I d1-ess. • TM coverrmrent has 
come m /Ol' a lot of stick from the pross 
(ll)lr U.s handling oJ th' ~rlsls. 
give sb (a lot of/some etc.) stick 
Hritish, infnrmal • (often + about ) I got 
your llCIIW wroTIR when I fr~·s' met .}"CU. I 
r~ll)'Ollgauemea lot oJ stlckoboue tllat. 

more sth then you can shake a stick at 
old-{ashiorwi 
a very large number of something • I 
don't know whj• she wonts more sllo<"S 
she's alreacb• got m~ pairs t110n YOU can 
sllakl! a stick at.. 

sticking 
a sticking point 

a subject that people who are involved in 
a discussion cannot agree about • Tlw 
role of the army W<U the ITitdn sticking 
point at Tlwrsday's ab<>rtJDt' Uslks. • Pa)' 
has hem a major stickillg pOinJ. in 
rrecotiations. 

stick-in-the-mud 
a stid<-ln-the-mud 

someone who has ofd.fAShtonro Ideas 
and due:; 11<1t want to try new activities 
• ~nyu:'OJI I'm rwr inten:sted in niQrricd 
men.· 'Oh. don't be such o stick·in·me­
mud.· 

sticks 
Sticks and stones may break my bones. 

(but words will never hurt me). 
something that you say v.iuch means that 
people cannot hurt you with bad things 
they say or wrtte about you • Criricism 
has necq botJumJd me. SlJcks and stofii:S 
may break my bones, and a ll that. 
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up sticks BnJtS/1 &AUStiYlWVI 
p ick up sticks .AJJ.stralia:n 

to leave the place where you hav~ been 
Uvlnc • l wa.s even thinking I might up 
sticks and move to somewhere ccmpleJely 
l1lW. 

sticky 
be (batting) on a sticky wicket British& 

Australian 
to be in a difllcult situation lx!causc you 
have not behaved J.n the correct way • l'Ou 
kr~ow )'()u·~ baUine on a srlcJo• wicker 
there. nolpa>·tna tax. 

come to/meet 11 sticky end Brlttsh & 
Austroltan.llumorous 
to die l.n an unpll!as.ant way • Of course 
the r1illaln comes to a stidzy end in the last 
ac10/rllep{qy, 

hAve sticky fingers 
s.cmC<lne woo has sticky rm.cers often 
st~ls things • Annthw waltt!t has been 
stolen. so it looks as though :<"Om~ne i11 Lhl! 
qj)ke has sticlry finJ<ers. 

stiff 
a stiff upper lip 

an ability to stay calm and not show 
feeU~ of sadness or fear • You u;ueJJ't 

allowed to show emotion in rhosc da:f$. 
H>u 1/0d UJ kHp a stiff upper Up at all 
times. • 1 nRL•er onct sow m;: faJher cry or 
show aey Slim oJ vulnembill()'- il's IJtat 
old BrltlshstiJ)' upp€rlip. 

be as stiff as a board 
1 to be very stiff • It's so cold out there - the 

was/line u.~ as stiff as a boon:l whell 
brought it in Q/f tlu: line. 

2 if you are as stiff llS a board. YO\II bo(ly 
feels stiff and hurts when you tTY to mo"-e 
it. usually after a lot of physical exercise 
• I cycled Fifty mile yesterday and u.'hen 1 
IIXJke thts mornins l was as stiff as a 
board. 

still 
still waters run deep 

something that )'OU sey which means 
peopl~ who sm• very lir Uc <lftcn have very 
interesting and compll.catod personalities 
• He's QUhlt and siiY. it's true. but still 
wot4!N run d£ep. 

sting 
a sting In the ta II Britis/1 & Australicm 

an Wlpleasant end to somelbinc that 
OOg3n pleasantl}: especlall)' a story or 
S11J;lSestion • At the start. it's humorous 
and light but like most of ller short storiRs. 
there's a sting in the tail. 

take the sting out of stb 
to make sotncthing that is unt>leasam a 
little la.<:s unpleasant • Humour. Q/ CfJUJ'Se. 
can tol.-e lire stinK out Qf allrwsl any 
unpleccyant situaJion. 

stink 
kick up a stink British, iJt[ormal 
make/raise a stink A11mriran, iriformal 

to complain angrily about somethinG 
that )'OU arc not ,;atlsned Yllth • li£ kicked 
up a stink at the restaurant btlcau~ tJte 
meal was lnw. 

stir 
c;suwlaeate a stir 

to caUSQ n lot of interest and ~citcmcnt 
• Ji:mma roused quile a stir in her little 
blm-.Ji dress last night. 

stir-crazy 
stir-crazy maln(}·Anu>rlcan. i11/bnnat 

upset and ni!I'\'OUS because yuu havC! been 
in one place fOt' too Ions: b Stir is a word 
used 1n Amcl'ican EllJUish for a prison. 
• It's no wonder she's going s tir-crazy, 
sl1ut l11 IJtt~t ti7~ house aU dC!J! witlllhre.c 
;:oung childrm. 

stitch 
A stitch in time (saves nine). 

s.cmethlng that you sa,)' which means It 1s 
better todMl wllh a problem ~arly before 
tt gets too bad • I/ pau cfon't rtpair the oil 
leak now, )'DU migllt damac~ the whole 
engine. It's a case Qj a stitch in lime. 

stitches 
have sb In stltc:hos iliforma/ 

to make somoonc laugh a lot • She told a 
roupli!of jokes IJtaliiCid It$ allln stitches.. 

stocking 
fn (your) stocklng/stoddnged feot 

wearing socks Ol' a similar covering on 
your feet, but not wearing shoes • SM 
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crepe upsrat~ tn sroc:ktnsftef so as noc w 
wake tile bob)( • He suxxtfwe/etl}we In 
h is Slocklngt?d /tel. c- his height was 
ftve feet five, without shoes) 

stomach 
not have the stomach for Sth 
have no stomoch fof' sth 

to not flltl brave or dOt<lrmlnoo enough to 
do somethinG unpleaStlnt • Dcmnralisl!d 
and exllatUJed, 1M soldiers did not haw 
thf sUJTTUJch/Or onothtr fight. 

stone 
.,. carved/set In stone 
if an arran cement, a piM, or a rule 1S set 
ln stone. It ls oonlpletely f'lxt!d so that ll 
cannot be chMgt!d • (usually negative) 
17Ul1'Uies aren't set in stone; the>• C(J.II be 
altered to suit changing circumstances. 
• These an! just afeto Ideas to btdlsc-USStd 
- nothtrw Is carwd In stoM. 

leovo no stone unturned 
to do evcrytllit\R that you can ln ordca· to 
aoh~\'E! somcUting oa· to £1nd somccolC or 
something • &Jih (J¥1Jonluztklns haoo 
t.'OU.'ed to lmr;e no storu untum~ in the 

Sl!W'Ch/or peoa. 
sinlc like a stone 

to faU complct~· • He htJd published tu<O 
nouel$, both of which :sank like a stonL 

11 stone's throw 
a ve~· short dist.oanoe • (u:s...Uy + from) 
We u.tfT'E' staying ln a smaU apartTMnt }USI 
a stone's throw from the beadL 
• {sometimes + away) Tile ciO• cenl1V is 
onlycstorw'sthrou: awcu•. 

stony 
fall on stony ground 

if a reQuest. a warning, or advice fallc: on 
stony Krowxl. pewJe Ignore It lb Th.ls 
phrase comes from the Bible. • Rej>OOUd 
requests ro srop theFIIJilling haUiffallm on 
SlaUJ ground. • Warnings a/xM.'t the 
dts4strou.seffea on thunvironTT~entfell on 
stOJU• grou11d.. 

stool 
a stool pigeon 

a person, especial!>· a criminal, whO 
:;ecmly gi¥eS anformation to the pol ice in 

oroer to help them cau:h other crlJlllnalS 
• Once they discovend he was o sJool 
pigeon, i1 U.'(2S only a m.aJUr Qj t~ Wore 
tlu:J•IICU! him killed. 

stops 
pull out a ll tho stops 

to do cvcrylhl.ng you can to make 
something succe:.sful ~'Ibe StOps are 
handles on an organ (- a latge 
inStnunoot used 1n churches), which }'OU 

pull out when you want to play as loudly 
as possible. • They pulkd oul a tithe stops 
for their daughter's wedding. • (often to 
do sth) The airline certDinly pullLd out all 
tile sscps to impress us. 

store 
mind the store Arru>rican 

to be responsible! lbr dcal1n.R with 
arrMcements at wot·k or at home while 
the person who is usually rcsporu;ible is 
not there • So who's going to be mi11ding 
thutore wlliw your m4JI(Jger's orteyr 

set 9"eat1much store b y s th 
to believe that som4!thml: is very 
important OC' valuable • rL-e alu;oyS $t!l 

IJTf!(lt store by his opinion • What would 
happen if l11is rtlatilmship that slle stl so 
much :store b)' mdcd? 

storm 
a storm In a teacup RriiL~h ~ Au.~tralian 

a situBtion where people get \WY MllfY 

or worried about something that is not 
lmportaut • <not used wiJ.h tile) I tJu11k It's 
all a storm tn a wuup - tlrtrt's probabl) 
no danger tc public l1t0/th oJ all. 

ride outlweother the storm 
to continuo to cxlSt and not be hanned 
durtng a very difficult Del'l.od • Whq1 
smaller companies were going bankrupt. 
the bJ[! companits witlt Ulfder int~ 
mlJilOged ro ride ollt JJw storm. • It 
remains to be seen t/ the President lclll 
weather the political swrm caused by I1Ls 
remarks. 

take sb/sth by s torm 
ro suddenly be very suooe:ssfu.J 1t1 a 
partlcular place or with a partJcular 
group of people • 7bd~ we'rt 



i~Wu:ins tire ~)'ror-ctd /CJ.S11Wr! 
designer who has takm Paris by storm. 

[dance/sing/talk etc.] up a storm 
Amerittm. ftlft>rmal 
todosomething with a Jot of energy • Her 
dog barks up a storm ~ry time tl~ phone 
rings. • 71te• w.?re silring in a corner. 
to/kine up a storm. 

story 
but that's another story 

60meth.ing that you ~ when you ha\'e 
spoken about 6omething, but do not want 
to say an)-thing mo:re ab()ut it at that time 
• Ale.~:. 11Winwhile. was faJlinc nwdly in 
/ot-.r u~tJI NickY. b1u tllat's (lllt)ther stor:>t 
• l!"rlnnlly mough, u>e biJJnped ituo eacll 
other again fn Anzst~rdom. but that's 
anothfr staT)\ 

It 's/That's the dory of my life. lwmorous 
something that you say when something 
bad happens to }'011 that llas hl!J)pened to 
you many times before • She saUl she just 
wanted us UJ befriends. Tit at's the swry Q{ 
1/l)'llfe. 

That'$ my story and I'm stlddng to tt. 
humorous 
SQITlethlng that }'OU li8Y when you have 
given an explanation nbout yourself 
which is not completelY true • rmrwt.f(J.l, 
I'~ just got biR lx>n.es. \Veil. that's my 
storyandrm sctcl:ing UJ it! 

straight 
as s traight as a die BriJish & Au.strallan 
as straight as a pin Amerlum 

complC?tcly straight • The r()(]d runs 
straight as a diR.fbr fifty miles. 

can' t think straight 
not be thinking straight 

if you can'£ trunk straight, you are not 
thinking calmly and clearly about 
sorn«hing • I W(lS so tired I WC$71't 

lhlnklng st.ratglls cuzy lll()rt, • 1"hereore st> 
many petJp/e tolktn_e.. 1 }usc can 'I Jllink 
straight 

couldn't Jle straight in bed Au.straliDJt, 
informal 
if )'DU say someone couldn't lie stral~t 
in bed, you mean they ar4! very di&honPSt 
• Norlling you could sqy abouJ Pele would 

swp~ me. TM man C«ddn'c et.>en l~ 
straight in bed. 

keep a strilliglot face 
to look serious aDd not J.aut1b. aJthou8h 
you are Jn al\um:y sJfnatlm crare sayJng 
something funny or Sblpiol • 1 am never 
p/Qy jokftson Pf"..Pk ~I azn"l ~a 
stroipht/gg. 
with a straight face • J don't know how 
you can stand tMrt and rqx:at all tllllt 
Tl()nstnst with (J. st.rotgllt .faa. 
straight-faced • She nmained rigidly 
Slraight .faced uh lie eueryon~ else was 
fallinlf aboW L~'ilh kzugluer. 

play a straight bat 
1 British to a\'old aru:.'\\-ering someonc's 

questions or giving them the information 
they want • IW!en asked about tile affair. 
lw pJa>•s o straight bat. 

2 Dritish, old{ashivm!d someone who plays 
a str11isht bat i~ honest and hliS 
tradltionalidcas and bcHcfS • WJ{f lias 
played a strotght bot all his Ufe - 1 can't 
bdkt<e lle'd get mixed up In anJ;thing 
illegal. 

Straight Is used In the following 
phrases connected with being honest 
and sinelere. 

straight from the shoulder Amurica:n 
if you speak strajgbt from the shoulde1~ 
you spook dircet)y and llonostl,}· • I gtwe 
ll co him straight .{rom the sh oulder. 
'You're talktng garbage.· 1 said. 
stralght·from-the-shoulder Americon 
• Til en he spcke altd It was Ills uSl./Q 1 
stroigllt-.from·the·shoulder performance. 

str~:~[ght up Brftish &.Au.strolian, l'lformal 
something that you Sfi.Y in order lo 
emphasize that yo lla~ bell'lg hooest or to 
as'k someone whether they aro being 
honest • StraiGht up, John, 1 ne'--er laid a 
./incf!T on her. • You're not tel/inc me s~·s 
sixty! SJI!Jight up!' 

a stTZilght AITOW Amertcon 
someone who Is very honest and c.lrllful 
to beha\'e in a socially acceptable w:.ty 

• l•'rlends di!SI:rlbt Menmda as a straight 
arrow whD rarely drank and WO$ ciOSt ta 
/usfomii)l. 
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straight-arrow • (always before noun) In 
m ost of his films he plll)'S the straight· 
arrow. an-AmericcmRUJ!. 

a straight shooter America.n & Australian 
someone who you can trust OOca\lSCt they 
ru:~very honest • He'U m~n what he says 
-he's a .~troigllt shooter. 
shoot straight Amertcan • Marvin wtll 
shoot straigJ1t <= be honest) w/Jil )"OU. He's 
o sood HI{}' todQ businl!$$ willz. 

the straight and narrow humorou$ 
il you keep on the t>traight ooo n~~rt'OW, 
you behave in a WRY thRI is honest and 
moral • The threat of a good bcatinR 
should keep M.m on the straight oml 
narrow. • Rave )IOU et't!r betn tempted to 
stra)•fronl the $troigJrt and narrow? 

be as straight as a d lo 
to be completelY honest • You can trr4St 
PenttY to tell JIOU tire tru.JII - she's as 
straight as a die 

Give it to me straight. iJiformal 
80mcthing that )"'U :;ay when you wallt 
!lameone to tell you someth in!! 
\mpleasant directly and honestly • Just. 
civc it to me straiGht. Row badly llurr ts 
l1e? 

straining 
be straining at the leash 

to be \-ery eage1· to do 80111ethins that you 
are being prevented from doinl! <It the 
present time • Meamohile we Jwar that 
our wldiers lla'OI! reached a peak of fiJrw>s 
and anJ straining at tint leash. 

straw 
a straw In the wind 

something tbat shows you what might 
happen in the future • (USUllllY plm'al) 
Th;.>re INN one or two straws In the wind 
yest6rday that su.ggested an o/Jensi~ was 
Imminent. 

tho straw that breaks the camel's back 
the last in a series of unpleasant f!\'ents 
which finally makes )-'OU feel that you 
cannot continue to accept a blld s ituation 
• Losing my job was bad enough bur 
having the rewtion.'!hip end like tll(llroas 
the straw that broke tile camel's back. 

the flnalnast straw 
the last m a series of lUllJleasant events 
wtuch finally make.s you f~l that you 
cannot continue to accept a bad sitwltion 
• One nlglat he canUl l1ome drUnk at s 
o i:ltJck in the morning ond tllat cco.s tht 
la....z stmw. • He'd been unhappy oJ work 
tor o long tlme but thl la,st straw ca~ 
wllen lie was rejlmd pronwtion. • (often + 
for) Lucy leaving U.'OS tM. last stmu; Jar 
l1im and lie pr21lJ' mucla gave up tile u~ll w 
livll.. 

straws 
clutch/grasp at straws 
1 to try any meth()d, even thc1~e that are not 

like ly to succeed, because you are in such 
a bad situation • (usually in continuous 
tenses) lie's l!optng that tills new 
treatment wlll help him but 1 think he's 
clutching at stra=. 

2 to try to find rellsons to feel hopeful Hh<Jut 
a sihlation when there is no real cause 
for hope • (usually in continuous tenses) 
She 1J1inks Jw miRflt stiU be i111e1·~sie.d 

because 11e calls /lei' new a11d then buJ 1 
tllink sl1e's cU4tdAing at strows. 

street 
street smarts American 

the knowledge Rnd experience you need 
in order to deal with difficult and 
dangerous situations in a city • The l:ids 
arozmd here may n01 be much good at 
rta.dlng tlJ' writing, butth<:Y sure ha1.'€a lol 
of street smarts. 

be (just/right) up sb·s street 
u something ill r ight up someone's Btreet, 
it is exactly the t>ope of thins that they 
know about or l ike to do • l't..: !JOt a litll~ 
joe here uillich sllou.lcl be rtght up your 
stn«. 

the manlwomantporson in tho $treet X 
a typical. ordinary person • Do tlte plans 
for cekbraJing the mllknnium take into 
OCCOlll'll th.e viw.>Sof lite man in the street!' 

streets 
be streets ahead Drills}! & AnstrolkNI 

to be much bette1· or mon! advanced than 
SOI:JCOI~ or SOmething el~ • (usua!Jy + 
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of) !n t~m1s of profltabillty. th~ company 
is streflS allroct Q/ lts nearest rival. • He :S 
/ail"i)' averoge at Erlglish bu! his maths is 
srmts allrod Q/ any other kid in the class. 

strength 
go from strength to strength " 

to become better and better or more and 
more successful • The firm has FJOnefrom 
strength to strength since 11e took owr as 
managet: 

on tho strongth of s th 
1 if you do something on the ~ngth or 

factS or ad\'ice, }"Ot\ do it because you are 
influenc,ed by them • On the Sinngt}l of 
the projected sates flgur~s. we decliled to 
f!).pand our buslrwss. 

2 if yon get a job or an QPportunity nn the 
strength of something you have done, 
you gE't it b2cai!S@ what you dld was good 
emmgh to J.oCnua<le oon1eone yOU deserve 
11 • He was acce!Xedfor tl1e writing cour:se 
on the strength of af~wartJcles mhls local 
papet: 

a pillarftower of strength 
someone wh<l gives a lot of !rupport to 
someone else who is in a difficult 
s ituation • R()/Jw was a Jo~Ur of srrenJlth 
u;IN>n my pm"en/s died.. 

stretch 
not by any stretch of the lmllglnation 
by ncutn!tdl of the imaghation 

if l-"OU say that ~· 110 stretch of the 
imaginatioo can l·ou describl! l>OIIM!tblng 
or!IOU\eonein~porticular\\~}'OU.II!e3n 

that tbis way of df;scribing them is 
certainly not correct • Si:e was never a 
Jlll!lll player. not by any shYtdJ rl" the 
ima~ • lk$ pkasam looking but 
by no stretcilQf the tmaglnatlOh could }'(Ill 
th$crlbe him as handScmt. 

stride 
get into your stride British & Australian 
hit your stride American & Austrolfan 

to start to do something wcU and 
QOnFidently bei:ause you have been doing 
it for enough time to become famihar 
wlthlt • O""IBet mto mysuide, I 'm sure 
J"U u»rlt much/aster. • She b(>.gan writing 

not:els In iM 1930's buJ really only llit llw 
stride o.tter the war. 

take sth in your stride Brltlsh. Amtrkan 
& Australian 

tako sth In stride American /' 
to calmly and Nstly deal with something 
unpleasant or diff"lcutt and not let it 
affect what you are doing • There s Cl /Qt o.f 

pressure a.t work but slle ~ms to JaJ~ it 
aLJ in h£r stride. • .4 cermt11 amoum of 
crlJfctsm COtmS wrtJ1 tl~ }Qb cmd YOU luwt 
to learnt() mkeiJ in stride. 

string 
another string to your bow Rritish & 

AustroJ1on 
an extra skill or qu.allllcallon wllich you 
can Ulie if you cannot usc your main one 
• U you can teach EnGlish as u.oell as)~. 
lt's another strin(J to your bow 
have [a lot offa fewfsevoral • tc.] 
strings to your bow British & 

Australian • Slle's a wined counsellor 
ond she ®es pout.ry ~ in till! 

~nlngs- she lias several srrings to lw.r 
bow. 

have sb on a string 
to completelY control snmeone's 
behaviour • Slit can get llim to do 
anytlltng sh~ wants - silt's eot him or1 a 
suing. 

strings 
no strings (attached) 

if there are no string.~ srtached to an 
offet• or aiT3Jigernent. toore is noth ing 
that is unpleasant 01· not convenient that 
)"Ol\ bave to acceJ)( in order to get the 
advam:.age from the off11r • It's very rare 
tJrat you Ret a lean that size witll no 
strinss attached. • Tlw ®nfllion luis no 
strtngs aJf(lclleC/, so rile chariry ls fre--e to 
US(! 11 for ~~·halet•er purpose fl chooses. 
OPf'OSnt! with strings (attached) • Mo.~t 

qf tJ1etr so·caJied ·special Q[Jers' come IIJith 
srrtngs attached. so bei~'Cire. 

pull strings '>< 
to secretly use the influence that you 
have over important )le<;>ple in order to 
get something or to help someon<.' • I may 
be able to puU a few strings for you if you 
nred the document ur-gently. ..,.. 
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pull the strings 
to be in contl'ol of an organJ:zaUon, often 
secr2Uy • I'd roolly likE! w Jmow who·s 
pulling tile strings in that orgoni.w.tion, 
bearu$e it's not tM clocted commiitee. 

strip 
tear sb off a strip British, informnl 
t&ar a strip off sb Brltlsh&Australfon. 

injbrmol 
to sveak8JlSl'ilY to someone becaus-e they 
ha11c done something \\TOng • He tore l rer 
of! a sMp for beinc late. 

stripes 
eam your stripes 

to do something ro show that you deserve 
a particular rank or position and have 
the skllls needed for it • She earned her 
stripes as a junior reporter Wore 
beco17Ung edlicalion correspondent. 

stroke 
a stroke of tuck 

something good that hiiP!>ellS to you by 
chance • Ph1l was clrtvtna up ro 
Manchester tJuu tL'tmi.ng DJu1 gave me a 
ll.fJ so that was a stroke of luck. • By a 
stroke qf luck, ${)/Tieone at work 
happtM(l to bt selling L'6y drroply 
exactly the pi«f of eguipme11t tllat 1 
needed. 

strong 
a strong stomach 

the llbility to watch very unpleasant 
things without getting~ or feeling ill 
• {often ~ todostb)Someof tile war scenes 
arc fairly horrific .vou n~4 UJ 1Ulve a 
s trong sto11wch to walCh them.. 

be sb's strong point/suit 
iC an ability or ouality is }"our stro~ 
suit, :1-Y'IU ha~·e a lot of It • (usually 
negative) It has w ~ said, logic Isn't 
Kat11erinc's stnmg poinL • Charm is not 
his strong suit but at least he knou."Sit. 

be as strong AS an ox 
a person who is as strong as an ox ls very 
strong • Get CDJ-1 w lift lJ- fiR's as strong 
as an ox. 

come on strong 
1 fn)Ormal to Speak to someone in a way 

that shows you have a strong seJ--ual 
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ilucrost 1n them • 1btoords the end Q/ the 
e~.-enlng he u.oas coming on strong and I 
kneu; it was time to leaL't. 

2 mainly American to S]leak to someone in 
a \'Cry angl'y or threatening way • l have 
to CIJmeon strong with :some of tM guys tc 
8fltllem to cooperate. 

stubborn 
be as stubbom as A mule 

to be very determlned not to change your 
deciSion or opinion about something, 
even when it is v;-rong • You UJDn't get llim 
to clumge Ills mind-he's as stubborn as a 
mule. 

stuck 
squeal like a stuck pig irl[ormal 

to mal<e a lOJlSl, high SO\U1d, usually 
bocause you cll'O hurt • It UJaS onl)' a 
scratch. but he started :s9uealfng like a 
st.uckptg. 

stud-muffin 
a stud-muffin American, informal 

a sexually attractive and se>.-ually active 
young man • She mer her latest stud· 
muffin in the syrn. 

stuff 
Stuff and nonsense! oldfashioned 

something that you say when you think 
somethinJr is not true or is stupid • St.uff 
and no11senst! I nl!Ver said oeythlng of the 
sort! 

do )'OUr stuff infor171111 
to do SOOletbing that people know you are 
good at or are e."']leCtlng you to do • n~ll, 
/lent's themake.upklJ. Do your stu.(/! • ~ 
ca~ on stage. dJd her stufJ and was out of 
the t~ udti/Jn an hottr. ......,JUUr....,..,..,., 
tolmowirtotabOGt'aliUII.Ji.'d;Gc'toboV~trY 

J:Ond • dOinl aocuelbiQt• W1llliit ttf:wria 
10 ...... ,. IUD1td ~ » JIGrfQ 
Mrlq~ltl$61#fl 

strut your stuff informal, humorous 
to show }"Ollr skiD at dolng something 
that involves movement, especially 
d.mcing • I thoueht :you'd be up there on 
WcUmcefloor; strutting pour stuff! 



stuffed 
~stuffed shirt 

someone. especiaUy a UU\fl, who behaves 
in a f01·maJ, old-fashioned way and thinks 
they arc very tmport:ulC • I lm~u; he was a 
bo.nk~r tl1ld eJ<PITISII!tly tducoJtd so 1 et'OS 

f!XPtd}ng htm robe a stulftd shin 
Get stuffed! 1.16)' 1'1formDl 

somethi.N: that you ~· when you are 
annoyt>d with someone or you want 
someone to eo awa,y • Oh, get stu/ft!d. 
Jordan.' You'ronot Sl>perfcctyoursrtf. 

stuffing 
knock the stuffing out of sb 

to make someone feel less confident or 
pbysicalb• weaker • An operation like 
tJUll Is boluul to J.:nock tht sctlf)1111( our of 
you. • It et'OS their third d.efoat l11 G row 
and it nail)' knocked lhe stuffing out of 
llw»L 

stumbling 
• stumbling blodc 

a probtern wfllch (l!V\11nts someone ft'Om 
acllievin& somethitm • (often • tollAdc 
of wlllfnlnas to romprom~u ls the mom 
srumblii~G blOck to rtn£lalnl/ o SfflllnWnt. 
• Money. ohc;lousi;J. u a major stuJnblinl: 
block in Orfl Pl'tlta fl . ...::th:;.:is= siu=:.:... __ _ 

stump 
on the stump mnlnlyAIMrlcon 

a politician who is on the stump is 
tTa\ieJiing to different places in order to 
make speeches am cet su])I)Ort. 
especially before an electlon • On the 
stump Jn /l'orth Dakotc. Anderson took 
time om to gl1.'t: this inti/I'VU>w to our 
reporlu. 

style 
ucGmp :.b'& •lyle 

to ()('event someone from enpymg 
t hcmsetves as rnU<:h M the>• woulc\ like, 
especitill)' by 5:0mg someWhere with 
tl\elll • An you surt you dot1't mind >'OUr 
old mothu coming ok)ng wttJr )'iJU? I'd 
l1ate to cramp your srylt. 

sublime 
from the subll,.,. to the n dleulous 

from ~ethlng that ~ very good or \~ry 
serious to something that is \-ery bad or 

sil.ly • Tile t>"Lwrine W4'nl .from the 
sublime to the ridiculous, an lww•wnx 
piaTW rtKital followed by two lwurs of 
kllrtwke. 

suc:k 
suck It and s.. British & Austmlian, 

rnformal 
to try sometlltng that you ha\'C not done 
before to discover what It is llku or 
Whether it will be successful • I'm not 
sure ar rhls stage whether il '$ the rl~tllt)Ob 
ft;r~m-l'vejustgottosuck ltMdstl. 

sucker 
play sb for a sucker ~rlcan & 

Aw;traliofl, vqy informal 
to treat someone as if they are stupid 
• Don't rry to plaJ• n~for a sucker TI&Ont to 
know where the rest Q/ tile 11l()M,)' rce11L 

suit 
followlldl 

to do tlle sante u IODie<IIMI;ebeU. )Usc 
done ~ Ir you fdJoW .uJt wbfon you are 
Jl)ayiag a car4 R&me. JOU P\11 clowbacanl 
with lhe same type el iPlbOI OD 11• tM 
card put dovm by tt• pel'llllft 11clble JIIIL 
. q odll!r~lculrilwJr---
lllltlltll ~to ... 

SW1 

think the SWt shines out (of) sb's 
anelbackskle Brldsll &: llustrollan, r,w.y 

Wormol 
to Jove or adrnare SODJeOile so much that 
)nl do oot think they have an}· fMults 
• You're nmer going to hfar Mo.u~ 

criticizing Jun - slle thinks tht sun shines 
out his backsldt! 

unct.r the sun 
evca')'thlng under 1M sun Is I!VI!r)1hl.ng 

that t'X1st6 or liS possible • "'~ tolkm about 

l!l.'l!r)'thirtg under tin! $lDl. • She Sl!mtS to 
haueon Opinion on every subjca undlr tile 
sun. 

supper 
s ing for your supper old-jOshiDned 

todosornethinsfor someone else in order 
to receive SQmethw in retw·n, 
esvccit\lly food • Dan's upsrairs./i.Wl8 my 
ctmtput~r - I'm mllki' IC htm sing for hts 
SJJppu. 
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sure 
sure as hell Amt.ricon & Australian, 1.-eTJI 

infOrmal 
something that you SHY to emphasize that 
}'OU are very angry or determined about 
something • I sure as hell wish I 'd n£00" 

asked lllm to my house. 

sure thing Amerlcon, ln.fi>rmal 
something that you sa,}' in order to agree 
to someonc•s request • 'Can )IOugiw me o. 
ridr tomMTow morning I" 'Sun lhinx- no 
problem. • 

as sure as eggs {are!' as eggs) British & 
AusU-olian, old-jilshionnl 
something that you sav \\'hen :~~ou arc 
~rtain about wmt is 5:oi.nR to happe-n or 
what someone wlll do • He'll bl! bal..* 
again ncct u.:'f!ek asku~~t for more nwmy. 
sure as eggs is f!JtiJS. 

be a sure thing .Am~rlron & Austrulia11. 
tnJormoJ 
to be certAin to tmppen or to succeed • It's 
a sure thine sM'II buy the most e.Y.Ptnsive 
jacket 111 the strtrr>. • Hi.'l n1-Cl~>c~icn ts 
hon1ly o SlJI"'f! thing. 

surface 
scratch th4t surf ace 

if you scratch the s urtace of a subj~.:t or 
a problem, you only discover ot' deal with 
a very 51llall part of 11 • Cusnally + oJ) Up 
to FI(XV nWJ.Spapcr artldts hout only 
scrotchtd tht $11rjb£e ofiJrls trtmcndcus{J! 
ct)ltfplex tssu~ 

swath 
cut a swathi'Jwathe through sth 

to cause a lot or d~ion. death. or 
harm m a J)lll'ttcular pLlcc or among u 
J)arllcular group or people • Violent 
electrtGtJI Sturm.s cuJ a 1100th throu~:h 
parts of the SQulh )'~. • 11/e AIDS 
epidnniC ha.s Olm!C()/Cllt a SU'OIIIthTOII§II 
t11c/ashlon tmlustry. 

swear 
swear blind Briti..~h &Artstralfall 
swear up and down Amtricon & 

Australian 
sw•ar blade and blue AuSJrclian 

to say that somclhu\111.~ completely t rue. 

especially when someone does not 
belie\•e }·ou • lie swore up and down that 
lle'a never uen the letJer. • If r ~ ller. 
I klWliJ she'll swoor bllruJ she locked 
the door. • He .su.'Ore bl4d: and blue 
he had n()thlng to diJ wlth the missing 
moi!Ql 

sweat 
by th4t sweat of )'Our bf'ow llltrary 

if you earn the money that you usc to live 
on by the swc.lt ot your broY1, }'OU earn it 
YDUl'SelL by doing hard. often physical 
wot'k • A d«tnt, hard-u'OI'kmg man, M 
supported his family by tM su.wt tJj' his 
bror.a 

Don't sweat it! American. Wormal 
sornethins that J10U S..'\}' in order to tell 
someone not to worry • l)(}fl' t swtat lU 
\WL'I? got plenty c{ tlmt to get there Wort 
lilt sftowsturt.s. 

in a (cold) sweat 
\'ery frightened or anxious • I d~ 
I'd left the tickel3 at home and wokt up m 
a cold swco.t. • Just the t11a1tR/It Q/ 
oddn$$illC all tlwse PtOPk ts MOUllh to 
brinR r~ out tn a cold SWMI. (= make 
me foci \'cry anxious) 

sweep 
sweep sth under the urpet BriJish, 

Amulcon & Australian 
sweep sth unct.r the matlrug Amerlcon 

&Austrclfan 
to try to hide a problem or keep a problem 
secret instead of dealing with it • The 
fncidmt has for® into the open on issut 
that the gm,v:mml!lll would rolher /I(JVt 
swef)l u.nd4/rthecarpt~L • Theevldtnctwas 
on flltrJ and thi! pollee couldn't Just. sweep 
it UJU:kr therus. 

sweet 
1\WC!t Fanny Adams iriformal 
sweet FA oery iriformal 

nothing b 'Faruw Adams' and 'FA. are 
used in thJs ~pres..o;ion to a\'oid sayiJu: 
'fuck all'. • Whys Mark disJ;ellSITIJJ 
advice? R~ knou-s sweet Fanny Adams 
obcu.t ct)ltfpUkrs! • And u;hat did IJ.J't gd 
for oil our hard IJX)rk? Su:en FA! 

.. 
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5Weet nothings " 
roma.ntlc th.1n€s that people v.'ho are in 
IO\re Sl!Y to each other • He kept leaning 
<Wross the wble. wlltsperlng SI.OO?t 
nolllings in her ear. 

a sweet deal American & Australian. 
informal 
a 'liCI'Y good business agreement or 
arrangement • It'S a ~ d£0l fur the 
rompanies who Ret tllesc/roncllises. 

• SVIti It tooth 
jf yuu bavu a IIWtlllt tooth, you like eating 
food with sugar ill It • It's ~ lih 
ch«okmond c~ lhat I am"l resist- l've 
801 a rtnl swen tooth. 

cop It sweet Australian. informal 
to be lucky in a way that :~-·ou d1d not 
expect • n~ rop/)M il ~this afternoon 
-the boss went home earl>: 

k..., sb sw .. t 
to do things to please someone so that 
they help you or treat you well in the 
fumrc • I liJ;e to kNp the ntlghbours Sl.Ceet 
in case Wt' havt> tc borrow a ladder or 
something/rom I.Mm. 

sweet-talk 
swett•tlllk sb Into dolng sill 

to persuade someOne to do something by 
saymg nke thlng.o; to them • Don 't let him 
Sl«<!t·tolk )OOU inlo staying the night. 

swing 
swing both ways Informal 

to be sexually attracted to both men and 
women • I've seVJ her out w1th men as 
well. SM swings buth u.;ays. ,'1-'0U k-now. 

get into the swing of It/things 
!Q become familiar \'lith an activity or 
sHuatioo so that you can start doing it 
well or enjoying it • lullJSjust cettmc t~ 
the swtng of rllings whtnthcy tmns/erred 
r1U! to anotlu!r departmtnt. • I hadn't 
wo1i\t4 in an off tee/or a/ew)oears and It 
UJOk me t1 l&hllc to ¢ /xzck Into lhf' 
SWIIll! Q/ it. 

go with a swing Briruh, oldfo:.htoned 
lf an e\'Cnl. es~y a part>~ goes with a 
swins. it is very excitins and successt\1.1 
• A traditional jazz band now llUJI 
would help )YXIr part)' GO WitJI a su;ln.g, 

swings 
lt"s swings and roundabouts BriJisll & 

Au.ftro/ion 
what you lose on tho swings, you gain 

on tho roundabouts British & 
AUstranan 
So!JU!thing that you MY to describe a 
sltuatJOn ln which there are as many 
advantages as there are problems • U you 
make more mone_x you llo!-'e to /)a)' moro 
tax, so r.l!llotzw eoin on tile swtnes. z~oelose 
on tJw roundabouts. • It's swines and 
roundabouts, realty. U you saL-e mo!le}· by 
bu.)'ir!K a lwuse out qf tolllll. you po.y more 
to travel to trork. 

sword 
a sword of ~modes hanSJS over sb's 

head /Jtt>rary 
~ sword of Damodes hangs over sb 

literary 
if a sword of Damocl.cs bangs over 
somoone. they ~ In a Situation where 
:>omething bad is likely ro happen to 
them vet}' soon lb This plU"asc comes 
fi'om a stot'Y abour Damocfes who had 
to cat his Cood wnh a sword hlmging 
ow.r hun which was tied up by a single 
hair. • You live willl this sword of 
DamocleS hanging over your /Iced, 
knowing that ynu C417>' tile VOlts for a 
deadlydisea~. 

swords 
boat/turn swords into ploughshares 

.formal 
to stop preparing for war and to start 
us ins me money you pre<.•1ously $p('Jlt on 
weapons to improve people's lives • It 
UIOldd hll~ been lmrmlistic fD expect a 
rouncry fllle tJLI! Untied States IP turn 
swords into plough. . .<•hores tJw moment the 
Cold IVar~d. 

cross swords with sb 
to argue with someone • H~ don 't alwa}'s 
c.gree. in/act I've crosstd su;ords will! lwr 
se~:eral u'mes at committee mmings. 

system 
get it out of your system 

to get rid of a bad feeliJ.\R or a need to do 
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someUllrlg. often by expressing that 
feeling or by doing what~'l"t!r it is that you 
want to do • lf she WCl1IJs to see the world, 
it's /Hst tllat she docs it no~ while slle's 
) J()III'J6- attd gets It out Of hf!r sysUnt. 
• There's a IDt Q{ anger in me and 1 hat-e to 
do somell1inR to get it out cf my SYmm. 

systems 
all systems go 

something that you say whicn means 
everything is ready for a piece of work or 
p&rlod of aeUvltytostart • We't.<e)USI CQI 
to get the SQftwore put in place and then 
It 'soli sYStems so. 



T 
to aT 

perfectly • That hatsuils)V>Utca T. 

table 
bring sb to the (bargalnlngfpeac:e etc.) 

table 
to persuade a ~ or a oountry to join 
discussions In or-00 to find a solutJon to 
a problem • 1-\-e hope to be ab~ to bring the 
warrinR factums to the negotiating table 
to try tc end tills um/llct. 
coma to the (bargalnlnglpeac. etc.] 
table • You f101..>e UJ be prepared tc make 
conCI!.ssums ~ )'OU come to tlu 
bargaf11lng ro~M. 

drink sb unckrthe table lnforiiUJI 
if you can drink someone under the 
table, you can drink a Jot moce alcohol 
than they can • I like a few been bul Mel 
can drink me under the table. 

on tM table 
1 if a plan or offet· is on tbe table, it has 

been ofllclally suggest(.>d and Is now 
being discussed or thought about • The 
offer on tJw tal>lc is an 8% increase on last 
)'tar's UXJges. • At. 6 p.m. on Thursday 29 
April, anew droJ was put on the table. 

2 Amtrlcan If a plan Is on tho table, no one 
Is deallng with lt at present but lt has not 
been completely forgotten • The 
commUtes CJBreed .to kave th11 optum to 
bulldcstadium intllecityontlletab~. 

under the table Am eric® & AJmralian 
money that is paid under the t."lble is 'P8id 
secretly, usually because It is 11.1egal • A 
wt of these people work (J().hour W«ks 
with all or h4lf of their salaries paid 
under tile tabk. 
under-the-table American • TMre h4ve 
~ allegations of undeNhe-table 
peyments tofootball players. 
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tables 
tum the tables on sb X 

to change a situatio«l so that you now 
lwt'e an advantage O\'el' someone who 
pNvi.ously had an advantage.> over you 
• She turned thi! tables on her riLYll u:ll/1 
allegatioTL<rof corruption. 
The tables are tumed. • In the post It 
was always Dan who u1as /1aving qffafl'$ 
wllik Lucy stuck by him .• 1-Vou: tlw tables 
are turned. 

tabs 
ke.p tabs on sthlsb 

to watch a person or a situation carefully 
so that you alwa.ys know what they aro 
doing or what is happening • I 11/re tc keep 
l4bs on my bank bak1nce so that I clqn't get 
overdrawn. • I l!et tlu:feeJinR lie's k~plJ~g 
tabs on me and U.'Otchlng my euerymove. 

tack 
change tad< 
uy a diffororrt bdc 

to start using a d.lfferont method for 
dealing with aslluaUon, especlally ln the 
way that you communicate • I've Jxen 
very pleasant with them so far buJ if they 

don'tcooperore,Imayh<n-vttochcngetack. 
• InsUad of alu.-oys asldn,g him wh4l he 
wants. u;fly don't )'OU try a different cock 
and w/J htm what yew t~-V>nt! 

tail 
the tall end of at.h 

the Atit part of sommlng • I just caugh t 
tf1e tall end Q{the news. • Despile being at 
tM tGll end of en exllatuting tour. she 
delJr,-er~4 c spark lJng p:rjarln(lllt:l!. 

the tail wagging the dog 
if yOu describe a sibultion a.<; the tail 
wagging the dog, you ·mean that the least 
important part of a situation has too 
much lnflucnoo ove1· tllc most 1mpot't.ant 
part • Ster.-e thinks W# should buy an 
orange carpet UJ match the lampshade but 
I think that u.oold be a ~ of the tail 
wagging tlu! dcg. 

be (sitting) on your tail 
to be drivinl: too close behind you • Tlurt 
VOlvo's bwt sitting on my toil for the post 
ten mlm.ttes and ll's startJns to rwlly 
annO)'mt. 
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got off ~'Olll' Ull Am~rlMJt. tiD~' i~l{M?Jlb/ 

to stop being lalj)' and start doing 
sometlliu~: • (often an order) You've just 
1J01 to gel Q/f }'Qur taft and start lookillf( 
[ora job. 

turn tall infomw.l 
to run away; usuall~· because you arc 
frightened • When I saw him m)' first 
impulse was ro tum tail and flee. 

with your tail betweC!n your legs 
if )"'Ou leave wmewhere with your taU 
betw~n your logs. you lt-ave foOcl.Ut& 
ashaml!d and embarra..<,sed. be?cause you 
have failed or made a mistake ~ OOgs 
often put their tail between their legs 
when someone has sookcn anm-UY to 
them. • The lost11g team walked oJf wilh 
their tails betwe~n. thelr legs. 

tailor·made 
be tailor·rnade 

to be compl!?t~?ly ~mitable for somevne or 
something • (usually + for) Tile role of 
Emma U'llS tailol"-madefor l1er. 

tailor-made 
specially made for a particular P lll"PP51l 
• (often + for ) FJusinl'SS .<;c"/100/s all! 

Qffcrinl: courses tailoT'IT!Ill'k [or a firm's 
execwives. 

take 
take sth as it comes /' 

to deal with somethjng as it bappem and 
not plan for it • At my agt you take l!l;'e1'JI 
.dcu· as it comes. 

Take a hikelwatkt Amer1can,tn[ormal 
an impolite way of telling someone to go 
away • The guy kept ]X',«terinc her; and 
fmallYsJ1e rol.d him w toke a lzike. 

fake it from me. 
smnething that you gzy In ()rdP.r to 
emphaslw that you have experience of 
something, ~d therefore what you 811..V 
about it is true • Take it from me - if you 
start Ironing a man's sl!Jrls, you '11 be 
doing iljor tile rest of yOur life. 

Take It or leave it. 
something that you say when you have 
made an offe.r to someone li!ld you wlillt 

thmt to knou• tlH\1 !/OU ~ l"lOt $011\S to 
cllange thlit offer in any way • That's my 
]ll'lal ctJer. Take if or trove it. 
take· lt-or•leave-lt • (alwa_\IS before 
noun> It was o flrm rake·il-cr-kave·il 
proposition. 

take the cake Brilisl1, .American & 
Australian 

take the biS<uit British &Auslrollan 
if you say that something someo~ has 
said or done takes the cake. you mean 
that it was very bad. and even won.--e than 
things they have said or done before 
• Sire's been opomine my letters - tllal 
real/)• takes tJw cake! 

I can take it or leave it. 
~nM!thlngthat you saywhicbmeans that 
YOU donOf hate soruethitu: but YOU d(l ncrt 
llkc it VC!lj nwch • a\fy tlster 's ali.solutlly 
cruzy about cb~I4N u-hi!N!us 1 can take it 
or learN it. 
take·it-or•leave-it • lie's pret(Y take·it-or· 
lt'a(}l/oit about uperu - l u;ouldn't 1./)(lSte tlle 
ticket un him. 

taken 
havo t:.ken loavo- of your sonses oJd· 

fashioned 
if you ba"'C taken lc."\V() of your senSC$, 
you arc b~having ill a sttangeor silly way 
• (often u.sed in questions) lvu ·re leauing 
your family and J;our job to 11'aiH:l round 
the u,'Qr/d. at JIOUr a£e? IIoue you taken 
leave Q/ your smse.s? 

taking 
be yours for the taking X 
be thore for the taking 

if something good 'is yours for the taking. 
1t would be \'tlry easy for you to g1lt or 
<t(.'IJ.It.:vc • Slu: fttl 11n 111e llllrrJ lap, Ju:>t as 

the gold mtdDI U'CS' hers for the taking. • q 
you ·re interested in the job, it's there for 
Ute taking,. 

be like to:~king candy from a baby ':).. 
Am.ertcan. informal ../ 

be as easy as taking candy from a baby 
IITM~ iron, il1/of111al 
to be very ea:o,y • Brotlng them was rhe 
easiest thing in the world - it was like 
t.aktngcandyfromc lxlbJI 

7 
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tale 
live to tell the tale 

to still be alive after a dangerous or 
frl8htcn!AR e.'\"]>erie4lCC • I slwtM 
fmo/rlM t>eryfew PtOPie htWefallen/rOm 
thaJ hi!lght and lived totellthetale. • I had 
dinnu with her and lived tc tell w tale. 

Th«ebyfTht,.ln hangs a tale. British & 
Australian. humorous 
something that yuu 58.)' when you have 
beetl asked about somctbin8 that needs 
a long e.wlanation • 'So rchat rcere 
.)'Oft doing in Nick'stwrctt:e ot r/1'"" o 'c/Qcl; 
ln the mornin8?' ~~~. thereby hiJnjfs a 
tole.' 

tales 
~It tales 

to tcl1 saneonc l.o authonty about 
somethlng bad that romoone has done 
b.:cuu:sc you waat to c.~usc trouble for 
tllem • {often - abotu ) Slle wasn't very 
pcpular at school-she was tilt sort Q[ kta 
who was always telling to/£S about other 
kid:;. • 1 had half a mind to teU my boss 
about him bur 1 didn't llltlnt her to thtnli I 
was telling tales. 
a toll•tale • Bullying often goes 
unnportl!d becauseclrildrm don"l want to 
b~ ~~~ as tclJ.taks. 

talk 
be all talk (and no action) 

if someone is all talk, they often talk 
about ~oing somctbill$; bnlvc or ~tins 
but never do It • He's a/Wll)•s saying that 
he's going tO /em.-c and get cmctlwr job but 
he'/lMI;wdc u. He's all talk. 

be the talk of the town old-fasllioned 
to ~ tbe person Qr subJ1i<:t that ewryune 
is talking about and interested in • 'I 
didn't rro.Jise anyone kMw I uas seeing 
Pete at rhe ttnu>. • 'It was t-he talk Q/ the 
town,Kath!' 

COlolld talk t.mder water Australian, 
itl{ormal 

could talk under w et cementAustralfan, 
inJornwl 
someone Who could talk under water has 
a lot to sey in ally situation • Most of 
our guests were t'ery quiet, btll Harry 

could talk rurdl'r water, so lie kept t/1.4 
corwtrs-at lon goln8-

You can tad< I Brlli$h, Americ411 & 
Au-Slrafi(ln,lrlfomwl 

You should talk! Arncriclllr,lrl{ormaf 
something that you say when som~ne 
criticizes another person for doing 
something that the)' do themselves • 'He~ 
a urnDle drit:l!r. • 'You can talk!' • A1!d 
J'OU ·re telling me I'm lnzy? You should 
talk! 

talking 
be like talking to a brick wall 

if talking to someone is like talking to a 
brick walL the person you are spcaltinl! 
to does not llstCJl • I ' Lot trll!d to d~uss m,y 
feelings with ller. but it's Uke talking to a 
brick wall. 

be talking through your hat old· 
fas.hionl!d. uvomwf 
to be talking about a subject as if )'DU 

know a lot about it when in fact you know 
\'ery little • TM. man's ralking throlll{h 
hi$ hat. He doesn't km>Ul the flr$1 thbtg 
about banking. 

Look who's talking! tnformaJ 
somethmg that yOu ~- when some-one 
critiches another person for dolng 
something that they do thi!J'l\Selves • 'Sht 
drinks roo much, that's her probkm. • 
'Look who's talking!' 

Now you're talking! 
son)l!t)Ung that you say when someone 
~ a bett~r sugg~ion or ofier than 
one that tbey made before • 'Or we could 
go aut for dinner if )IOU pn:Jer.' 'Now 
yott'N tafkilrg!' 

tall 
a tall storyltale 

a story or a statement that is difficult to 
believe becauro It Is too C-.'l:cltlng or 
interesting • He told nil! a tall story about 
ha11ing ~ scme tcp models in a 

nigh.tclub. 

bo a tall order 
If a p1eee of work or request Is a tall 
order. it is ~·ery difficult to do • '71Hi}•'l.'t 

$ill<m IL~ thn.>~ weeks tO C~ thl! proJect 
finis/red.' 'That's a tall order. • 
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standfwalk tan 
to be proud of yourself and confident of 
your abilities • For tlle./fl'St time in .living 
1'1U'Jnory, we ha ue a leader who can stand 
rail in inw-natumalgaJhcrings. 

tandem 
In tandem 

if rwo things happen or ere US€d in 
tandem. cl1ey happen or are \lSed at the 
~arne time. and If two people do 
something in tandem, they dO it together 
• (often + "1th) The new :O'Siem is 
ckstgmd to be used in tandem wilh rhe 
exiS1ing communlcat.Ums netu.>Ork. • She 
oftm works in tandem with a pS)•chologist. 
one wrifing tlui SQ{tware and the other 
odvl::.'tng on likely user reaction. 

tangent 
go off on a tangent Brfiiiilt, American & 

Australian 
go off at a tangent British 

to suddenly start talking about a 
diflcrent subject • IVe rcue talking about 
proputy prices aJUi .)'OU went off on a 
tangent. 

tangled 
a tangled web 

a situation that Is vcn• <X>mPlicated and 
whe:re m any POODle are beh3.\ring 
dishonestly • (usually + of) The u11Jtslry 
rec;ealed a tan.gli!d web of fraud and 
ciereption among t.heagenL'>. 

tanked 
be tanked up uiformal 

to be drunk • (sometimes + on) we were 
ta11kcd upon gin and orange juice. 

tap 
on tap 

available and re<tdy to use • Worhinc in a 
librCIT}: T have all this information on wp. 

taped 
have sb taped British &Australian. 

informal 
to know that someon e is doingscmething 
had and theref~ be ahle to deal with 
them • S~ncer ooe.sn't worry mc- l'vcgot 
111m taptd. 

tar 
beat/knock the tar out of sbAmerlcan. 

informal 
to keep hitting someone hard, or to 
completely defeat liomeone • IVe used to 
flgllt a Lot as kids and he alu.oays beat tile 
tar out Q/ me. • He was tired of hu 
k!UJcking IJJ.e tar out of him wl~m tlwy 
Plco"->d clleckers. 

task 
take sll to task 

to crltic12c someone aJl.Rl'ilY for 
something that they ha\·~ d()nc • (often + 
for) She took mJ• father to task jbr geJting 
drunk at my cau_~in's wedding. 

tea 
tea and sympathy oldfaslltoned 

kindne..~ and sympathy that you show to 
t;omeone who is upset • Sometimes people 
wane practical advice and scml!'tlmes th~y 
just want tt!a and sympathy. 

would not do.stll for all the tea in China 
cld-fashirmed 
if yoQ sa.;· that you would not do 
something for all the tea in China, you 
mean that nothing could persuade you to 
do it • T wouldn't be a warher fo,·alf the W1 
in China. 

tears 
h ' l.l (all) end in tears. 

scmethillg that you sa..v which means 
something will end badly and the people 
involved will be up.wt • She only metllim 
in May and they W!l!re married by July. 
It 'll end iu trnrs, )lou 'll see. 

reduce sb to t• an 
to nl<llle someone cry • His classma/R$ 
jeered, reducing him to tears. 

tee 
to at" 

pcncctly • The bed' was cooked co a tee. 

teeth 
c:ut your teeth British. Amf!ricon & 

Australian >r-
cut )'Our eye teeth AmeriC(J11 

to get yoU< first e>.l)etience of a 
pat1icular type of work and learn t11e 
basic skills • (often + on) She Cld her te.zth 
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on a local mwspaper lx!fa-c iendiTlJ( a job 
on a natiimal daily. 

getJsink your teeth into sth 
to start to do wmething with a lot of 
energy and enthusiasm • Up till t~n 
she'd only llad small pclrts In fllms and 
nclhing she. could /ff!l hu teeJh into. • Tt's a 
roallycxciting proiocl- Icr.m't croJr to sink 
my t~th Into it, 

grit your tee ttl 
to accel't a difficult situation and deal 
with It In a determined way • I ron't do 
anything to change the situation so I'll 
just hat-e rocrit my teeth and put up wi.th 
it. 

have teeth 
if a law or organizatkln has teeth. it has 
the power to make people oboy lt • The 
committee can mczke ret:.emm£1ldaJi()ll.S but 
it /14$no roal teeth, 

In tb• teeih of stb 
If aoruathing bap~us or Is dona In thl! 
teeth of dilfscul~ thedtlllr:ultiesca~ 
problems bu,[ do not stop it • Tlu rood 
wa~ built ;n tlu! tedh f/" jii!T'a opJK)$ition 

from Clllofrnnnwn~ 

lie through )'QUr teeth / 
to tell someone somethi1.11: that )'OU know 
Is completely f~ • Thl! man's. lying 
throU.!JIIIIi~ teetlt. He ner;er said llfiJ'lhing 
Of the sort. 

show your teeth 
to :;bow that you are angry and prepared 
to dt~fcnd yo~lf • Come on. let him 
know;;VJu'reangry-show );our teeth! 

teething 
teething p,.oblemsltroubles 

problems that you e~-perience in the early 
stas~ of an acth-ity ~ When babies are 
teething(= getting their fxrst set o[ recth) 
they sre often in pain and cry a lot. 
• Tlu:re were the usual ~/ling trou/)les at 
the starr Q/ tile project, bttt that's ro be 
expf!ded. • .11-fany marriages go through 
teething problems in theftrstfew months. 

tell 
tell sh where to get off injormtJI 

to angrily ref'use to do what someont> 
\Vants you to do. usually using direct or 

rude language • She wanted to borrow 
money again so I told her where tocet off 

tell i1like it is 
to describe a situation honestly. not 
avoiding any of the unpleasant detaJls 
• 7'here's no point pretending to J'OWIC 
U'C'l~Wl that havii'JC a baf)y doos.n't hurt. 
Yor~'ve HOt to teU i.t ltlre il Is. • SM's a 
stroljJht talker. Is Karen.. She tells it /Eke II 
is. 

Tell me about It! i11formal 
something that you sa}' ln order to show 
syrnp11thy to someone who has the same 
problem or bad experience as you • 'l'ce 
cot sc muchwcrl\ to do.' 'Tell mea bout iJ! ' 

Tell me another (one)! ir1[ormal 
something that you say when you do not 
believe v.iHtt someone has just said • 'I 
neiJer dr/ue owr t11e spqed llin.Jt. • '011, 
yeuh? Tell m~ anol her one. ' 

telling 
You're telling mel lriformal 

something that you say to emphas~ that 
you agree wjth something someone has 
just complained about because you have 
e).-periented it yow-self • 'Brenda's rcaJJy 
lx1d·temperod the.se days. ' 'You're teUiniJ 
Tilt/' 

tempers 
temper's fray 
tempers become frayed 

if tempers fray among a 8l'<lUP of people, 
they all become angry • Tempers frayed 
u,Yi.en. ofter u,yzitl.ngjbr hours. rce were told 
there rcert no tickets left. 
frayed tempers • Trqff'zcjams inevitably 
lead to froyed tempers. 

tempest 
a tempe$' in a teapot ATm!rialn 

a situation where people get very angry 
or worried about romething that is not 
important • (not used with the) 1'fle whole 
a.ffi;lir' is just a tempest in a t«:PQt. In a 
couple of months everyone will luwe 
JorgciJm abeul tr. 

tempt 
tempt fate/providence 
1 to do something which involws a. risk 

and may cause something unpleasant to 
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happen • 1 alwa)'sfeellc's cemplingfau to 
leave the house wit how an umbrella. 

2 to cause bad luck for yourself by talking 
too confidently about a situation • It's 
probabl)• tempting fate to Sa.Y so. but I 
hat'tn·t ha.d a enid all )'l!ar. 

tender 
leave sh to sb's tender mercies humorous 

to let someone be dealt with by another 
pcl'son who is not likely to show them 
any kindness O&' sympathy • Should I 
haL'<! a word wic.h her myself or leot;oe hf!r 
to Mit'k 's tender merr:i.es? 

tenterhooks 
on tenterhooks / 

nt.>rvou.sly waiting tO flnd out what Is 
going to happen • She u;'aitl!d on 
temer/IOOks for J(J!M$ to call. • ~~ u.VT~? 
l;ept on tenterhooks all momma waiting 
for his d«lsfon. 

term 
in the longlmediumllhowm 

a long. medium. or short tlme 1n tbe 
tuture • am In COJ171H111.Y ~ noo> 
shadd kad to prr¥its in thlliDIW ttnn.. • In 
the short tmrt. te/npOI'TJ1)' housinl: rcUI be 
JWA)fd«/jbraOof thejlDodvlt:llms. 
~-llltedium tenn • (always 
bef«e ruJUJl) Haw ycu mttde any lang­
tJtrm plai._P • Mftlium-ls?nftuulbw mqy 
be Q/feed to help $IOTt 1NID pmJects in 
~coulllri.a. 

terms 
be on good terms with sb 

to be friendly with someone • '~ were 
alueys on good ewms wic.h our 
neighbours. 
Ol't'OSITE be on bad terms with sb • II 
doesn't help 11Ullters If you'n on bad 
rerms willl J-'OU" doctor. 

_ ....... with 5th 

to Mart Co atCellt and cleal with a diflicldt 
sttuatioa • Shti'J newr rtallJ> mmt It) 

107118 f.OIIh hu IDI!'sd«db.. •It~ hard 
comin81l) tmns with thllfacl thol you'll 
never hcrwdltldrm. 

----~--------~--~ territory 
come/go with the territory 

if you say that something comes v.ith the 
territo~ you mean that )'OU have to 
accept it as a necessary part or result of a 
particular situation • If you're a 
goalkeeper. yoo 've got to exP«t iniuries -
It comes with the C£rrltOT)\ • He's a publiC 
FIJJure, a.ru:l so a cutain amount of media 
incrusion goes wilh tile tcrriJcry. 

test 
stand the test of time • 

if somedtinc srands the test of time. it 
1'1!mains popular or rcspcctoo for a long 
time • Very lillie Q/ th# drama from this 
period has stood the test Of timL 

t~te <\ t~te 
atltt•~tit• 

a private conversation between cwo 
people • '11ley were obviously havl/18 a 
romantic rete 6 tiU so I didn't disturb 
them. 
t e te ~ tete • We dined t~e 4 t~e (= In 
private) in a COS)' lilt~ Fnnch restaurant 
marthcrltw. 

thanks 
no thanks to sb 

If )'OU have done something no thanks to 
a particular person, you have done it 
although they dJd not help you or trloo to 
prevent you • Wtll, Wi!'IN finished the 
painting. n.o thanks to Sa11dra who 
suddenly deddl!d she had to go a!L'll)' for 
the u.:ee.kend! 

that 
and that's that! 

soroothuUt that }'OU say which means you 
will not change your decision, although 
other people want you to • Anyu.-ay. rm 
not going ro t/12 awiding. and thM's that! 
• You're not luzvb!l/ an.v more cJJ.OCOiare. 
Joe, and that's that! 

them 
thomandus 

in a them and us situation. two groups of 
poople believe they are \oery different 
from each oth!!r and do not like ~.ach 
other; often because one grnup has more 
power than the other • SePl!rote 
rosraurallts for managers and stqff haLvt 
rciliforced the them and us dtvlde. 
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there 
there and then 
then and there 

if you do something there and then, you 
do it immediately • SM. booked me in to 
~ tJ~ consult.O.Jit tl~rc and then. 

There, there. oJd.fashtoned 
somethinl! that you sa,:,· to comfort 
someone. especially a child • There, tltere.. 
You'llfecl bettur in a minute.. 

vou•ve got me there. lnjbrmaJ 
somethins that you say when you do not 
know the answer to a quet-'tion • 'How 
ma~· miks isfiL~ kilom~trts?' 'You'ue got 
me there. • 

thick 
~ as tht.ck as thieves old1ashiont!d 

if two people are Lh.lck as thlevcs. they 
are close friends • T'm sure she tells Ruth 
wllaJ's goillg on - they'n as thick as 
tlliel.-'eS. those two. 

be as thkk as two short planks British. 
tn,formal 

be as thick as shit Brltish.tc.boo 
to he very stupid • He might be gOOd­
lQoF..ing but he ·s as thick as tuoo short 
planks. • Most of rM J}e()f)U 11.'./w rood 
t.Mse papers are as thick as shltatU'W<O'· 

be In the thk.k of S(h 
to be vcn• involved at the busiest or most 
active stage of a situation Ol' actMty • A 
fierce debate ensued and he foun.d himself 
in tlte thick Q{ it. • I can't talk ri;:ht rww 
- I'm in tlu! tllick of thir~gs. • When 
you're t11 the tltick Qf the aaion, you den 't 
aluxzys have time to think. 

through thiCk and thin 
if )'OU stay 'i'rith or support someone 
l:hrough tluck and thin, you always stay 
with or support them. even in difficult 
situaoons • 'I'1w.t's what relatiDnships are 
a boW -you sttck with som~one through 
thick and thin. • She remolned lcyal to 
thepartythroughthickandthtn. 

thick-skinned 
ttlick-skinnvd 

1f you are tnick·Sklnned. }'OU do not 
noti<:~ or get upset when pcopl~ criticize 

you • You hat-e to be a bU harsher than 
that wtth Carotin~ to oj)'end her - she's 
pmty thicJc-skinned_ 
a thkk skin • As a politician. YOU get so 
much criticism leL'€/kd at you t1lal .vou 
~ventutJJlydevelop a thtck s/dn. 

thin 

the thin end of the wedge British & 
Australia" 
the start of a harmful de\•eloptnent 
• There are those u;hQ see thulosure Q{ the 
hospital as 1M thin end of the l«dd;e. 

be (skating/walking) on thin ice 
to betaking a big risk • Theyknw tlwJ by 
pu/>lisTtiTIB the art iclc tJu:y were sliatinii on 
thin icl. 

b4l as thin as a rake Brit~ h. llmcrk'an & 
AlJstro.IJan 

be as thin a.s a rail mainzyAmerka.n 
to be very thin • He eaJs like o horse and 
)od he'sas thin as a rake. • She's a.s thin as 
a rail/rom all tluJJ runnin& 

be as thin as a ltfc:k 
to be \'l?l'Y thin • She used tcbea.stl1tnasa 
stick.. 
stick·ttlin • I rmwnber her as a stick-thin 
teenaserdrtsst.da/1 in black. 

be thin on top 
if a man is thin on top, there is not much 
hair on the top of his head • 1/e hasn't 
gotle grey oot he's a bit thin on top. 
go thin on top • He had roal{v nica hatr· 
when he was younger but ht's going a bit 
thin on top nOU\ 

howe 011 thin time (of It) BrUlsh & 
Australian 
to experience a difficult period, often 
because you do not l 13VQ enough m one)r 
• Rob lest his job last year and t/u.'y've 
buen having a thin time of it. 

out ofthin air v 
from thin air " 

if S<lmething appears or is made out of 
thin ail; it suddenly and mysteriously 
appears or is made • Ustnc vollmteers 
from tlur~e. he makP,.s cards apptar 
out oJ thi11 air. • You can't just cr-eate 
~lthfrom thin ah: 
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disapperu'lvanish into thin air • He nm 
a~'tlY eigllt years ago and i1 IJj(JS as t.Mugh 
he vanisJred inio thill air. • Ha1,>e you seen 
lilY calculator? It SC>ems to lw"'oe 
dlsapprond into thin air. 

spread yourself too thin 
to try Lo do too many things at the same 
time, so that you cannot give enough time 
or att&ntion to any of thatn • Irealts~Yird 
been spreading myself too thin $C I 
resiJJtled o.s ~retary Q/ the golf club. .......... 

1 if sour pdien.ce wears thin. "}'011 bec:ome 
less 8Jid less patient • (0(\en bt 
b:IQtlnUOUS .:tenses) rut ~ ~ 
l1tiJI!nJl 'time! obouf btlng ~ tJII4 II4Y 
patm1cei:Julftlrillt: thin. 

Z if a iok.e. All~. or an ~ 
YIIIIUS thin, It be<x»ut$. less ~ff'eQdve 
because it baS beep: Uilcd 10o ~ 
•(oftenbtconthmous~)fhj,fXC.'USe 
obOI!l «41 ha'O/ng BIIN.I,Ih Sl4/l to run.lh'R 
trains Is Ultflrll'llJ t:ather Urln. dOn't )'f)U 

lhfiJ/C'I 

thing 
be a thing of the past 

to be something that (ioes not exist or 
happen any more • fl•71en video rer»rdCT'$ 
wen intr«U~. pooplc sai.d rlull tile 
dnema would beatltingQ/ the past, • Job 
securily i.~ a thing of the past. 

.. ~-..siiiiCIIslic.d 
w mrlhumorou~ 
il' $0Dle0riiH>r~ Js desCr1bed 
the bc:9t ~ stnce sUtea bread. poo:plof 
lll1nk W)' are ~b· aoOO: 
better than they reall~· 1lre • Jlorlabk 
phones- are mtJI'Iceted 0$ tlu! best thing 
stnu.lllktld ~nerd. but !O.mJ!l'/J.eYm}ust 

DIIDiher ~.:qwnsiVe IJ.(Idgel. • f/tt. WC)J lit 
goes on abocd her-you'd think slut 
thelfTrtllutthinl/s~ btwld. 

,;...;....;.__~ 

the done thing British, Amerlt.;un & 
Austral ian 

the thing to do Americnn 
the correct wa~r to behave in a particular 
social situation • (usuallY negative) 
lVcarin.g Jeans i11 au o.[fic~ enviroiUIWlt 
isn't really the done thing. • You can't 

smoke dunng the m£OL It'S net the lhirlg 
to do. 

nave a thing 11bout sth/sb 
1 i1iformal to llko something or someone 

very much or to be very interested in 
them • I've got a thing about jacJ.·ets - 1 
must hope tu'I!Tily or S(J In my wardro~. 
• He's sot a thingabour blondes. 

2 lriformal to hate something or someone, 
or to be frightened of fhem • Andrew's 
got a thing about children's TV presenters 
-heabso~urelycarr'tstandthem . 

know a thing or two infonnal :>( 
to b.a\•e a lot or practlcal sltills and 
knowledge learnt through experience 
• (usually + about)J\.fyWU"Jft:n!ti.'I.IPOIID 
farm and 1..710ti.'S a tl1i:ng or uco about 
i<Jol..in;: after animaL~. 

[show/teachftell etc.] sb 11 thing or two 
• (usually + about) Julu- nou.• she could 
teach you a thins or two o.bout <k~ltnK 
Ulithmen. 

things 
things h;tve come to/reached a pretty 

pass 
someth.ing tbat you say which means a 
situation is very bad • (often + l\'hen) 
Thtncs Jw.ve come tc a prcJty pass wlwn 
old pooplc are dJ•inR of hypothermia 
lx!ca~-e they can't oJ)'ord to ll~t thetr 
homes. 

be all things to all men 
to try to please everyone, even when i t is 
impossible to do this • You can't possibly 
kccpC~,'Ili'YQI'W happy alld:J>Y>U'I,vtjusteot tQ 
reali:u that }'OU cnn 't lx:. all things to all 
men. 

(aU) other things being equal 
all things being equal 

if everything happens as you expect it to 
happen • A./I things being eqWJI, I shbuld 
be. home by Thursday. 

think 
I dread/shudder to think X 

somethins that you say when you do not 
want to think about something because lr 
is toQ worrying Ol ' too w1pleasant 
• (usually + que-stion word) Hi! UYJS going 
S() fo.st -1 dread to think wllat U'OU/d have 
happe111!d if my brokPs hadn't uvrked. 



thinking 
the thinking miW\'slwoman's cNmpet 

Brltlsh. humorous 
a man or woman wh<l is popular with th~ 
opposite sex because they at·e both 
intelligent nnd sexually attractlw 
• Paxman has appanmJI)I grown l.LV!Q!y of 
bttne labtlkd th~ thinking woman's 
crumptt 

put your thinking c.ap on 
to start to think seriouslY about how to 
sol\-e a problem • IA me fJUt t/IJI thtl1J.1ng 
cap on end ut V I can COIM up rclrh an 
ansu.Y!r. 

thinks 
If !lh thinks sth, the)'' ve got ~nother 

thing/think coming! lrrforma.l 
something that you S.'IY when )"'U are 
angry with someone because they are 
expecting you to do somethinc ror them 
that you do not want to do • (f he think.~ 
l'ln going ro do tllc rcork for /rf:;f, he's sot 
c.notJttr think com11lll 

think-tank 
a thlnk·tank 

a group of peoplo cwbllshcd by a 
CO\'ernment or organ'llll.tlon In order to 
advise them on particular 5Ubiect:s and to 
suggest ideas • Tlu pamphkl was 
pubUshtd b)• w Adam Smllh lnslltuu, a 
rlgJrt-u•lng think-tank. • l.orm Thompson 
ts a mi/Jtary• Onll tyst a t the Akxls dt 
'Itxqueville Institute. a m!W \~ington 

rhink·tcmk. 

thin-skinned 
thln-sklnn~ 

if you are thin-sldnnC!d, :r·ou are too 
easny upset when othc!r people cr iticize 
you • You can't be tQO thin-skinned if 
}'OU 're tn ate public eye. 
a thin skin • Por scmeotw wll.o's ohtlfl>'S 
saying unplt<JMlJit tl1lngs to other people, 
he's cut a rwnarkabzy thin sktn. 

third 
the third degree l'lft>rmol 

a situation In which someone trl~ to flnd 
out information by asking you a lot of 

questions • Where haue f hem, who haw 1 
been with! "''hot~ this? The third decreer 
• (f I'm even half an hour late she Rives 
me the third degree. • I got the third 
degree from my dad wlwn I cot in last 
nlg)IJ. 

thorn 
be a thorn in sb's flesh/side 

someone or something that keeps 
annoying you or causing you trouble • A 
rclen/lv$$ rompaiJ.'TIRr. he was a thorn In 
1he gOlJUTimmt's side/or .)'m73. 

thought 
I thought as rnuchJ 

something that you say when you 
discover that something you thought was 
true 1s really ~ • So IMy are havlng an 
tiffair'! I thoughl as much! 

Perl.$h the thought! 
something that you say which means you 
hope very mu.ch that somethtng does not 
happen • (f hlsfalhn-camt ro Ul.;tl wflh us. 
Ptl ish the th(}Uilht, 1 can't imagine whot 
strain rfml would put on qur relationship. 

thread 
hang by .. thread 

if something hangs by a thread. it is 
likely to fall ln th~ ncar t\tturc • Ptoce 
and thmocrac;y hang by a thread m thls 
troubled country. 

threads 
pick up the threads of sth 

to try w start something agaln. 
especially after problems prevent.W you 
from continuing it • In '97. I came out of 
pri.son and tried to pick up the thread.~ qf 

nl;}'lif~-

three 
the three R's 

reading, writing, 11nd arltJunetfc 
(= mathematics) • 8y thec~ge! of 6. oil oor 
pupils lliJ'L't! a fum I?I"O.$P Q[ the thJW R '$. 

be three sheets to the wind Old· 

Jashiorw.t 
to be dnUI.k • Bobby was olrea4Y tlrree 
s~ts tc tltcwlnd wlwn wtarril)fd. 
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three-ring 
• thne·rlng circus Amerfcan & Australian 

a lot of noisy or confused activity • Tt 'sa 
three-ring cirrus Ill that c/.a$$room - tM 
kids can't posstbl;~• be leanWig an)•tJung. 

threshold 
be on th8 thNShold of doing sth 

to bE~ llkely to do samelhlng soon 
• Finland's Ccns.en;atiL"fs were on tile 
tlrreslwld of joining a ccalilton 
government. 

be on the threshold of sth 
if someone or something is on the 
threshold of a situation, that situation is 
llkely to h.ap~n soon • lie was on the 
threshold of a great career. 
stand on the threshold of sth • "~are 
standing on the threslwld of 
etwtronmcn.tal col lapu. 

thrilled 
be thrilled to bits Brittsh, Amwictm & 

Austroltan. fn/or mal 
be tlvilled to pieces Amerlcan,lnformal 

to be extremely pleased • 'So what did 
your parems say when they heard you 
wu e prt!(IIIJTlt?' 'Oh, they were thrilJcd to 
bles..' 

throat 
Jump down sb's throat 

to react angrily to something that 
AQmeone says or does • Sh~'s been liS)' 

irritabll! nuntly. jumping down my 
throat et.'UJ' time 1 open my mouth. 

uke sth by the throat 
to make a determined atempt to deal 
with so~ina • The Rockets ll/ok this 
game by the throat In thejlrst quarttr and 
ne(.'U leJ go till t~fUUJl minutes. 

throats ....................... 
if twn people are at each ott• 's thrillib. 
they are arpins ansrilY • When cot litl«l 
~ u. rmw GlW<IJ'$ Df f!tiiCA Ollw':r ' 
finals. ! 

throes 
be In the throes of slhl doinRsth 

to be exper1enclng a \"ery dUilcult or 
unp~asant ~nod • The counu,• is 
presently in the throes cf the IL'OI"S.l 
rteeJS/on sfnu the S«<nd u.'Orld war. 
• We're In tiM woes of moving hoos.e at 
the ITWII1ent. 

through 
be a (Londoner/poatriot/polltlci~ etc.] 

tlvough and through 
be [French/good/honest etc.] through 

and through 
1f someooo Is a Londonc1· ecc.. or 1S 
French etc. throucb and through. they 
behave in a way that is typical of s uch a 
person and that ls the most important 
part of their character • He allL'<O'S 
~T~a~UJged to~· tile right thing. He was a 
pollllclan through and through. • She 
tletocr retJUy settled in England. She lt'llS 

French through cuuf thrOUI{II. 

know sb through and through 
to know someone very weU and know 
C\'erytll.in$' about them • SM rried t() hide 
htr disappointmmt, but I h-now her 
through and through and I could tell SM 
wasup~t. 

throw 
throw In the sponge/towel iriformal 

to stOP trying to do something b~use 
you know that you cannoc succeed /£::J [f 
a boxer (= msn who fights :~s a sport) 
tb.rows a towel into the ring, he is 
showlng that the other boxer has won. 
• Three oJ the ortelnal flr;e condldates 
have IWW thrown in the towel. 

thumb 
bounder sb's thumb 

1t you are under someone'~ thumb, they 
control you c:ompletelY • Thect:~mmUtee is 
frrmly under his thumb and will agret to 
whaU'tw /reams. 
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be under the thumb British & 
Australian, Wormal if a man i.o; under 
the thumb, he Is completely controlled by 
h1s wife • Hewon'r beabletodcanyof this 
without his wife's pcm1issicn. He's Wide?' 
the thumb theseda,)'S. 

thumbs 
be all fingers and thumbs Hr/ltsh & 

AustrolJan / 
be all thumbs Amer/c(ln 7 

to be awkward with your hands and keep 
m.aklns mistakes • Can .)'OU thrmd this 
nudk.{Or me? I'm all thumbs todczy. • You 
know wlum.)'OU get ner!-'OUS and you're all 
fingers and thumbs. 

u;ve s th the thumbs down )( 
to show that you do not like or 8ppt'Qve of 
sometl11l1.g. ot· that you will nor allow 
sometlllng to haP}Xlll • Tl1e commirwe 
ga1.111 my suggestl()n tile thumbs dCU£n. 
g et the thwnbs down • (often + from) 
1\,fy new hairstyle got 1116 thumbs down 
from my family. 

give SUI the thumbs up ). 
to show t:lJ.at you like or &oorove of 
something or that )'OU are happy for 
somethins to happen • Vle all go toe MOTy's 
calc.e the thumbs up. • A new injedDble 
treatment has been given the thumb!i up 
0)' the (l1Jtlwri~: 
get t"e ttwmbs up • (often + front} lVe 
gut the thumbs up from lhecowu:il to hold 
afireu;'Orks party on the uiltage cnen.. 

twiddle }'Oilr thumbs X 
to have nothing uscl\11. to do WhUe you are 
waiting for som~thlng to hllJli)()JI • Until/ 
get the go.ohec.d, I'm Just sttttTIIJ around 
twiddling m)• thumb$. 

thunder 
have a tac.like thunder v 
look like thunder /" 

to hiiv& a V(!ty llllSn' expression • I don't 
knew what hod hc.ppened but he had a 
face like thundCJ: • SJre didn't say 
a71]1thlng but she loolcRd like thunder: 
with a face like thunder • He sat there 
utith ofaC8 l~ thu/Ukr all evenin.g. 

steal Rb's thunder x 
to do .something lhal takes attention 
away from what someone t>l~ has done 

1D In the 17th century the writer John 
DennL<> built a machine which made 
sounds like thundel' for one of his play$, 
but lh~ idea was copied by someone elSe 
and used in another play. • 1 k--ept qufeJ 

about my pregnancy because Carlzy was 
gtUtfng marrted, and I didn't want to sreal 
her thunder. 

t ick 
' ' wh:.t makes sb tick /' 

lC you know what makes someone tick, 
you understand the reasons for their 
behaviour and personality • A good 
salesperson lcnDwsrlllzat moJresa customer 
tick. 

tickled 
be tidcled pink/to ~ath old-fashicmd 

to be 4)xtrcmclY pleased about something 
• val was tiCkled ptllk wiwr Susan asked 
her to be brldesmc.Ui at her wedding. 

tide 

The tide is the waj' tho se.a moves 
towards or away from the land. Tide is 
used in tbe following phrases 
oonneeted. wllh agreeing with or 
fil;hting against most other people.. 

drift with the tide 
to agree with other people without 
thlnkl.ng about tltlAAS fol' yoll!'Sclf and 
nulk.in& your own decisions • We ar~ 
looJ.inR tor ~ne witl1 the abilily to 
lead rot her thanjusr drift u•itll the t ide. 

go/swim against the tide )< 
to do the opposite of what most other 
people are doing • It's nor easy to go 
agotnst the f{.(h In lk!em:e of )'our 
pri.nciplts.. • (Sornellmes r Ot) lie al!~'S 

mmed to be swtmmlng agotnst the rtde of 
public opinion. 
CJPPOsm; go/swim with the t ide • lf you 
dc11'tfeel strongly about an issue. )'OU mey 
as toell just srcim with the ride. 

stem the t ide 
to stop something bad which is 
happenlnl! a lot • (ol'ten + of) W<! luz~ to 
srem the ti!U:cf emigration if wr economy 
ts w reeot.-er. • Ollio State were losing 21-118 
w11en Jackson stepped m to stem the ruu. 



tied 392 

tum the tide 
to change a situation or people's opinions 
ro the opposite of what they were before 
• The government IUJd plamwd ems in 1M 
armedjOrr:e:s, but when U.Ylr broke ow. 1M 
military $aWa chance to turn the tide. 
the tide turns • The t ide has turned and 
tile clnema is becoming popular again. 

tied 
be tied to your mother's apron strings 

If someon~. usually a mrut, is t ied to theit· 
mother's ~pron strings, they st ill need 
their mother and cannot think or act 
independently • He's Jl) but l1e's stiU tied 
to his mother's apron strfn8s. 

tight 
be In 11 tight comer/spot 

to be in a difficn.lt situation • She had 
W7l In right corn~rs lx![ore and had 
always managed to gt'tout o{ them. 

k-.p ~ tight roln on sb/sth 
keep sb/sth on a tight rein 

to have a lot of control over someone or 
something • He made ends mN!l by 
/;«ping a tight rein on his budget. • Our 
pormts a~~Nys ~pt us on a pretty tight 
rdn. 

n1n a tight ship 
to control a business or other 
organization flnnly and effecttvely 
• Ruth runs a tight ship cmd has no time 
for sh1rkers. 

sit tight Wormal 
1 to remain in a place. usually sitting down 

• Just sll tight u;hllt J go an4 phane for 
help. • Sit tight and cJon•t move that leg. 

2 to not take any acti<ln while )"OU wait fur 
somethlnB to happen • Shareholders ore 
adutsed to sit tlg}u and see how the 
siuu:uion dn'elops. 

tight-arse 
a tight-arse British. &Austrollan,vv;y 

in]brmal 
a tight-ass American, uery inj()rnull 

a person who does oot like to spend 
money or gl\re It to other people • YDu 
!.DOn •t get a drink out of Jw; she's a rCD.l 
tight-arx 

t ight-arse d 
be tight-arsed British & Australkm, uery 

informal 
be t lght-assed American, oor:>' i'l{ormal 

to be worried about small details that are 
not important • Dou't ash Jack to get 
involved. he's so tlght..ossed and n!ally 
irritating. 

tight-lipped 
be t ight-lipped 
1 to have an angry exvresston • Dad wns 

llarosscd and tighJ-/ippcd and I thought 
hen1CisRoillR to /bS(Jhtstr:mper. 

2 to not give any luformation about 
somethlng • (usually + about) Army 
spokesmen are tight-lipped a boW planned 
operalions. 

tightrope 
\ 

Willk ., tightrope 
to act very carefully so that )'OU a\toid 
ellher of two opposlto bad situations 
b A tightrope is a tightly stretched wire 
or rope fixed high above the grotmd 
which someone walks across in order to 
entct•taln people. • (often + between) 
Man,y manufacturers haL-e to walk a 
tightrope between overpricing tlu!ir goods 
and pricing tht?m so tow that rho• moke no 
profit. 

tiles 
befgo out on the tiles British & 

Australian, informal 
to enjoy yourself by going t() things like 
parties Ol dances • 'llfy head is thumping. ' 
'Oh YfS? "'We you out on tJw tiles last 
nl81lt?' 
• night (out) on the tilm i'lfbrmoJ • Do 
}OO /alley goiflll out to a club? ll's af(es 
sina we had et 11lght on the tUe.s.. 

till 
twlvo )YlUC f ingenlhand in the till ~ 

to s«?.a.l money from the place where you 
work. uswally from a shop • He had his 
fingers in the till, tluU's wily lie lost Ills job. 
catch sb with their fingers/hand in the 
till • (qsuaUy pa~ive) Senior ofjicum 
whogetcaugllt wilh tJU!lr fingers in the tlll 
must expect to be pliJilsJiid 1-wy so:V>I!re/y. 
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time 
time! aftor t ime 
time and time again 

if something happens ~ is done time 
after time, it happens or ¥t done many 
times • Tlrm qfrer time we rcerc u:rt 
wtthout el«rrlclt,y • /'vet<:ld him tbneand 
timeogainnot to bring rhcsemia!indoors. 

Time flies when you' re having fun . 
~methlng that you say which means that 
time pas..~ quickly when you are 
OI\IOYJNl yOUrself ~ Ofton u&Od 
humorously v;h.m you arc talking about 
an activit)• which was not enjoyable. • 1 
ron't believe UK''ve spent four hours 
cJR.aning tllis carpeL' '\Vel~ timeflics whm 
you'relun:ingfun..' 

lime flies. 
How time flies I 

something that you say which means that 
time J)liSSes>-ery quickl): often so quickly 
that you are surprLoored • I can't believe 
your sen is at university already. How time 
fliR.s! • [11ewr seem to manage tojini.sh my 
work. The time}tlSlilks. 

time hangs/lies heavy (on sb's hands) 
i.f time hangs heavy, it seerM to pas$ 

slowlY because you do not h&ve enoush to 
do • Time lwnss ~vy on your hon4s i11 
prison-

Time will teB. 
something that you say whJch mt>ans that 
Lheresultor somctlliluf\\'ill be clear after 
a perloo of time • I <um't know if thts 
marricge will u1ork, but time will telL 
• Only t ttM will tell if rhe busine.s.s will 
bl& sucef!S$/ul. 

the time Is rtpe 
if lhc time is ripe for something. it is a 
good Lltne to do It or for It to happen 
• (often + for) British socwlisls were 
oonvinoru that thM tlrM too.~ rl~ ftJr 
fundamental sodal chang~. • (often + to 
do sth} Many employers teet the time is 
ripe to gl~ IDOI'Iiforc~ a btg.ger shore of 
tire profits they have he/Pfld tocrmte. 

About time too I 
(And) not boforo time I 

somethlng that you say when someone 
tells you about something which has 

happen«!, in orocr to show that you 
think it should have happened a lona 
tlme ago • 'They're wtdentng the road 
outside till!. schooL · :About rime too!' 

be before :;our time 
if something was before your time, it 
happened before you were born or before 
)'OU w~re involved with a person or thing 
• 'Do )'OU remember the Watergate 
scandal?' 'No. tho1 was Wore my t ime.· 

bide )'OUT time 
to wait p:~tiontly for a good opporhmity 
to do something • Site uw biding her time 
until shuou/dget her retJtngl!.. 

do tim e informal 
to spend time in prison • "'£ did ti1711! 
wscthQ in 8roadmooc • (often + for) He 
did time for tax cvaswr1 in 1976. 

for the time being 
if )'OU describe how a situation will be for 
the time beilw_ you mean It will be like 
that for a pcrloo of tln1e. but may change 
In the future • You can St{JJJ w1J11 us for tire 
lim~ btllng. • we·~.-e dtdded to do wlihcuto 
car for the time being. 

from time to t lme 
if something happens or is done from 
time to time. it happens or is dor.e 
sometlmcs, but not regularly • From time 
to time Wf heard a rumble of thunder: • l-1~ 
cy'Cle into tOW71from time to lime-

from/since time Immemorial literary 
for lonscr t11an anyone can remember 
• Her fnmi[)l had farmed tJu:t IDndfrom 
time imn'ICJ»l)ricll. 

not g ive sb the time of day Wormal 
to refuse to speak to someone because 
you do not llka them or b«ause you think 
you are better than them • He's so 
arrogant, m won't er--en gi1..-e you 1M time 
Of day. 

have a lot of time for sblsth ..(_ 
ro like and admire someone or something 
• rw gOt (1 lot Q/ time for Jenny. Site 
always ha:s something inkresting to ~ 
• l't.V! got a lot of time for his Edea.s about 
clUEd psydrolog)t 
OH'OSITE not have much time for sb/sih 
hav. no t ime for sblsth • I've got no 
time for Mgatice pecple. • SM doesn't 
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hav.: mU<h tinu: for libval idc-a:r about 

dealf!IB wilh criminals. 
have the time of your life informor 

to~· yourself very much • He had the 
time Qj his life u;oorJ..·ing on tiNt rancll. 

have t ime on your hands 
to have Umc when yoU ha\'c nothing to do 
• Now that Jutr chi farm a~ all at school. 
she has a IOl cf ttmt on her luJnds. 

have time on your side 
t ime is on your side 

to have enoullh time to d.o something 
without ltaving to hurry • T~re is pknl.)• 
Qj tlmefo,.. )'OU ro hat-e a baby. At rux.>nt)• 
jlL'f! )'()U stilf have time on ;,>OUT side. 

kill time 
to do something which is not ~ry useful 
or interesting while you are v."Siting for 
time to pass • ~v usrwllY pley guessing 
gam-es lQ klll time at airport.s. 

mark time 
to do somcthln{! which Is not \'ClrY 
interesting while you are waiting to start 
doing something more important 
• (usually in conti.tl\tous tenses) S11c siust 
marklnp. tlme mher/athcr'sslwpuntil it's 
time to go tu untwr:;ll>\ 

once upon a time literary 
1 a long time ago b This phrase 1s often 

used as a way of beginning children's 
stories. • Once upon a time there lived a 
young girl called Cinderella. 

2 if you say that something happened once 
upon a time. you mean that it ll.appened 
In thl? past and you wlsh that it still 
hliPilenOO now • ()ncR upon a time. 
tl.'trJ'Oile knew each other in this rown and 
nolxx/y boll~lltxl'.i!IG their doors. 

pass tne ttme of day 

to have a short conversation with 
someone about t.h.l.ngs wluch are not 
Jmportant • (often + wttll) Tf1c old man 
/ikRd to pass the time of day u~rh 11/s 
neighbours. 

play for tlm9 / 
to try to delay something so that you have 
more time to prepare for it • We can 'I 5ign 
the agreement yet tce'll hat>e ID p/OJI Jor 
lime. 

The,..•a • t ime end .a place. 
soml!thing that you say whl!n someone Is 
behliVing m a way which you do not think 
is suiroble for !he situation they arc in 
• Hou: could she wf!ar a drt!SS /Ike thclt to a 
/lll1erol? Hone5t~, tho'e's a time and a 
place. • (often + for) 1 don't IJke ro see 
people JctsslriP. In t/UJ sf.Nel. There's a tbne 
and a /)1001/or tJuzt sort Qj ching 

Thel'li'S no time like tho presont. 
somcthtug ow }'Ou s.1..v in order to shoo' 
that YOU think it is a good ide:J to do 
romcthiru: immedia.tclv • 1Vhen do JiOU 
tllhrl; I should pholw Mr Hughes about 
that job?' 'Well. there's no time /Jke rhe 
present.· 

There's no time to lose. 
something that you say when it is 
important to do something tnuncdiately 
• Her p/tl mgersln at 3 o'clock so there's M 

timUOiOSt. 
have no t ime to lose• O:Jmeon.,u;e'veTW 
time to lost if we u.Y.Itu to attcll tJreferry. 

time-out 
time-out mainly American 

somcthinR that }'OU S...'IY wben you want 
poople ro stop wh.-lt they are doing for a 
5hort time. especially when they arc 
having an argument • OK. timr-cut. We 
can calm down over l~ cup of cciffre. 

times 
be behind the 'timfl 

ro b~ old-fasllion!!d and not know much 
about modern life • rd never even heord 
Q{ half tlw. croups he listens 10. T'm a hit 
beh!Jld tile times. rm qfraid. 
• Educaltanalf.y, thes11 sclzools ere 20 )oe<Jrs 
bef1iru1 the timt!S. 

chan:gelkeep up/move w ith the times 
to chrmge }'Our way of living or ,..·orking 
to nuke it modern • I don't roolly W•e 
usbllf a CV~IlPUter. but )IOU Ita~ tc mot-e 
with the ti111es, I su_ppos~. 

tin 
a tin ear Informal 

if someone has a tin en.r, the)• do nut have 
a natural aDillt:Y to WlCICl'Stana ot· cmoy 
music • Even to scmeone with a. tlri eor like 
mine. t~ir singing soundetl pmty aufuL 



a (littl e) tin god litr:ra1 y 
!;Om cone who bc!h:~vt>s,:~.~: if thoy aro more 
important or powerful than 1he)' really 
are • Have )'011 SMI him Ot'(lr there. acting 
like a little lin god! 

tinker 
not give a tinker's cuss lJrilis/l & 

Austra/1011, oJd.fashiunt!d 
not g ive a t inkers damn Amcriron, old­

frrmioncd 
to not be mtcrcstcd 1n or worrlcd about 
I&Omt!thing or someon11 • (oft\!n + 
QU(!!;tion word> I don'tglvca tinku'scu>"S 
u;!wt:-.hethinks. I'll do what lu;ant!• He's 
never giucn a tinker's damn for me, or for 
anyof Lflejbmily. 

tinkle 
give sb a t inkle old.Jasllwncd, Wormal 

to telephone someone • 01<0)• therz. I'U 
glveycu a tinkle when !get home. 

tip 
the t ip oft"- Iceberg X 

a small part of a problem or a difficUlt 
situation which ls n.>ally much largt!r than 
1l S4!4!ms ~ An l~berg ls a very large 
rna~ of ice that floats in the sea !lilt\ often 
it is onl.v possible to sec a small part of lt. 
• What J<IU suw lust night r.oasj ust the tip 
qf tire iceberg. • The diffla.rlties we'ue 
di:rw.l:nd OJ>/ 011/JI fh~ t ip if th~ i~. 

be on tile tip of rllur ton!J'Ie 
If something you want to~·ason the tip 
of your tongue, you think you know U 
ruld that }'OU v.ill be :Jbll' to I'NUCI'Ubcr it 
vl'n' soon • Now what 's hfr name aRatnr 
Hona 011. ft'$ on rllt tip of rtlJ' tO filii#. 

tired 
be tired and emotional British & 

Au.stralian, lwtruJrous 
to bo drunk • Prqfe3:KJr f)aui,•li:xJk¢ a bit 
tirtdandrmotional, to$f1ylhekast. 

tit-for-tat 
tit·for-t.at ill/or mal 

a tat·fbr·tar nctiolt i~ something b:Jd that. 
you t:lo to someone because t.hcy have 
tlone ~>Oin&th ll'lg bAd to you • (al\\lays 
hefore noun) Six of the r-'itflm$ died in tit· 
for· tat attacks 

today 

Cit for tat lnjbrmal • I fn11Jot hll' blrthdny, 
and S'(1 ¥hedi.dn"' $iJIId 1111 o canf ~ lr 
IDa$ just til/Or ttiL 

tits 
get on sb's tits British, very iriformal X 

to ann<JY someone • lou just exptCt me to 
doon upcifter you the l.CIIoletlm~ond I U/1 
you U's rtally gelling on I7IJ' tits. • Thu 
UX>man I work u;ith has beencetlins on my 
lit$1'1!Cf!Jllly. 

tittle-tattle 
tittle-tattle informal 

talk about other people's lives that is 
usually unkind or not true • 'l'hzy /mow 
that tiltl~·fllltle about the royal family 
helps to S<'ll newspapers. 

t iz:z 
sendltttrow sb into a t iultluy informal 

to make someone ve.ey upset. excited. or 
coot'used • The idea of producing a mool 
for FiftY people threw her into a t i.zz}\ 
be In a tlzzltizzy WonnaC • Til£ loool 
press is in a complete rU:zy about the 
murdl!rs. 

toast 
be tfle toast of !'b 

to be lik~ and l!dmit-e<l by a group of 
people • Hi$ Cl!arm and tell mode 111m tile 
toast of Paris. • After rove revrews of her 
p/a)\ she is the toast qf the toton . 

tod 
on ~·our tod British, itiforrrwl 

alone lb Tod ls the short .lbrm of the 
Cockney rhyming sJang (= an Informal 
kind of language used in parts of 
LOndon) 'Tod SlQan' which means alone. 
• Poor old RRg was there on hL~ tod. tn•ltll! 
ro get the.job )uaished. 

today 
hero today. gone tomorTow 

if something or someone is bm•e today, 
gone tomorrow. they only exl~t or stay ln 
one place for a short tlme. • He had a 
string of girlfriends. but till')' werealwoys 
here tcday, goM tomorrow. 



toe$ 

... sban their toes 
10 fCltce SOinml!e to COblinuR ctvlnc all 
their .ctention and enetgy to what they 
are doiag • & Ratlt! me c coup~# oJ ('XIra 
~ rodojUSita kHp nwcn tn)' tOfiS. 

make sb's toes curi .Brltlsh & Australian 
if an experience makes ~'Our toes curl, it 
mal<es )'OU reel extremely embarra,o;sed 
and ashamed for someor.e else • Tlw t-el)' 

tholJI!ht of w11at slle said makes my toes 
curl. 
toe-curling British & Australian 
• (alwass before noWl) SM ga!H? a roe· 
curllne~rta-man~ on th~ guitar. 

make sb's toes wrl American 
curl sb's toesAmerlcun 

to frighten or shock someone • .4 loud 
scream from the next room 111flt4! hilT iiJe$ 
curL 

stepltread on sb's toes A 
to sa:,• or do something which upsets 
someone. es~ially by becoming 
in~·olved in something which 1s their 
responsibility • I'd like to mob some 
changes to the working procedl.I.Tt?S. but I 
dun 't u:ant to tread on anyone "s rce:s. 

toffee 
can' t do !.1:h fo..- toffee British, iriformal 

if you ~· that someone can't do 
something for toffee, you mean that they 
arc c:\1l'crncly bad at doing tllat thil\g 
• Annie couldn't act/or ~ee. bUl sheSJitl 
got a part ln the SChool play. 

toffee--nosed 
toffee-nosed British & Ausrraliall, 

informal 
toffee-noS(!(! Deoolc think that they arc 
better than other people. especially 
peo:ple of a lower soCial class • SM's 
much nict!r than thQ/. to~nosf!d sister of 
hws. 

together 
get It toget)Mr 
1 iriformal to manag~ to org.u\lZG an 

activity • ~·e wert p lanning a trip to 
/ndUJ, bu1 WI net>er got it together. 
• (sometimes+ to do sth)I LCCfldu If he'll 

ec.-a· IIU it tol(etlw.r to 3~t up lw own dww,t; 

school . 
2 hifonnal if two people get lt together. they 

start a sex.ualrelation.'>hip with each othe..­
• We'd met aftw times Wore. but we didn't 
really Ret it IIJRCIMr tiJJ Rachel'Sptlrt}t 

toing 
toing and froing 
1 going blu:kwards and forwards betw-een 

places • {often - between) The job 
trwolves a lot of totne andfrotng between 
London and New Yo'*. 

2 going from one method, idea, or plan to 
another in a way that wastes time when 
you al1! tt·ylng to achlev~ som~thlng 
• 'l'he legal lolng and froing will delay 
payment lo Hordim of the £/()million due 
on the conlr(ld. 

toll 
take ilfltsltheir toll \ 

to have a bad effect on somt!One or 
,;t:>rnethi.ng • (often + on) Rringing up 
nine children had taken its toll on my 
TTI()ther. • The diSease has tai:M a 
horrendous toU in partsqf u,oesternA/rica. 

Tom 
Tom. Dick andfor Harry 

all,YOIIC, especiallY people tllat you do not 
know or do not think arc l.nlportant 
• Draw the curta Ins or U'e"ll have et<er)• 
Tom, DiJ:k a n d H arry peering lhrou.gl: 
the window. • I ~ront a auallfl£d plumber 
to do the job, not just anp Tom. T>lck or 
HCITT')I. 

tomorrow 
like there's no tomorrow 
as If thoro wasiWe..-e no tomorrow 

w-ry qulckl:,· and ~aget1)' • She's spend Eng 
mcncy Uke there's no romonow cmd I 
®n 't know hoW to stop flu. • Hungry and 
o."hewsled, he gobbled da!cn the bread as lf 
twe 1~110 tomorrow. 

Tomo..-row's anothe..- day. 
something that you say in order to 
encourage someone by shO\o;i.ng them 
that there will be another opportunity to 
do something at a later time • We've noJ 

mode much fJI'OB~SS tCidtJ): but dmrt 
tcorl}: eomorrow s another day. 
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ton 
~come down on sb like a ton of bricks 

tl4formal 
to puniSh someone ver}' qulcklj• and 
li4l\'ere\y • 1/ JIOU ml$3 an)• mont cJa~'tS. 
yoor t~dH!r$ will bt down oo yuu ISM o 
ton Q/ brldis • IViltll Ju fa/rod to supply 
his aa:ounts. 14."( lm])«tort C'0/1111 down (JII 

/1im like a ton Q/ hricla. 
have sb down on )'0\1 like a ton of 
bricks ltlformol • 11 $lit Slarts drlnkinG 
at:ain she "II hal)t w j'amlly down on her 
like a ton cl hrl(;}cs. 

hit sb like a ton of brldcsAmcrtcon, 
informal 
to 9urt>rllioe o•· $hock ,;umeone very much 
• 71w truth hit him li~ a ton Q/ brides. 
The woman 111 rhe video was his own sifter. 

weigh a ton ln.l'ormtJl 
to be very hP&.vy • TILts suitcase u~tgJJS a 
ton! 

tone 
lower the tone 

if somcthinc lO'l\'e~ the tone or a plate. it 
makes lt less suitable for people or a h~ 
soci.W class. and If something lo\'.'Cl'S the 
tone of a conversation or a plecc of 
v.-rltinc, it rt~~~kes it less polite or or a 
lower quality • {uruaUy • oO The locals 
®n"t ltke SlUdellts liviTIG around hen. lt 
low.?rs the tone Q[ tht 11(!ighbourhood. 
• Trust >00 to town· tht tont qf the 
~'aline hy tellinG rudt Jokn.. Jan! 
OPf'05m; ra ise the tone • A pre/oct/rom a 
local dC17:J!man hod rals«J the moral [.()M 

qf thtbook. 

setthetono 
if somethmg someone says or docs sets 
the tone for an I!VI!nt or activ~ it 
cstMI ishes the way that ~vent or actlvtty 
will continue. ~ally the mood of the 
J)eople tnvol "Ed • {often • for) He was 
turwus 1vhcn :shP arrir;£11 late. and thot :ret 
the tone/or the whole etening. 

t ongue 

Thnguo i.s used 1n the fo1Jowu1g 
phrases connected with speaking. 

tongW! ln chA!C!k 
with your tongue in your cheek / 

if you sa>' something tongue ln cheek, 
what you have said is a joke. although it 
IDJgb.t seem to be serious • fuui 1oe all 
lcnow what a possumat~ J®e l(fe I htwe!' 
hesaid,longUHin cheek 
tongue-in<heek • .~ writes a oery 
f!JII(aKinR and at times rcngue-in-cheek 
tl«<Unt qf Mr-jirsl meeting will! the rOYal 
fa mil>~ 

'*"your toll •• 
to stop )'Otll"$e)f from III.YJq l!ltlll'1ld1lnl 
becauslllt would be bf.tter DO! to, eqn if 
you would lil!e to~ it • I nul(; "ti:Mfl!d 
to ffll lwr what 1 thout:JIItllaim IU I INid 
to bet. 1111 1iJtJRW. 

f ind ~ur tongue 
to begin to speak after being silent 
because you felt nervous or fliGhtenetl 
• Amy took o step forward and final ly 
found /Ulr tongue. ·nn Rhoda '$/~nd, · sh~ 
Stlld. 

get )'OW" tongue around/round sth 
to pronounoe a dilli<:ult word or phra.c;e 

• Iiustcan'CRtllllY ton.cucoround $0171(! 0/ 
those Welsll plac~ names.. 

hold )'OW" tongue old :fashioned 
to stop ta1k1na • (often an order) ~or;:c 
had learned to accep1. IM~ little itiSUits.. 
He Mid his tongue. 

loose.n )'OW" tongue 
lf alcohol loosens your tOilg\le. It n~akcs 
~u talk a lot without thinking carefully 
about what )'OU are :;aying • Her lon.eut 
loosened b)' drink. she began to S{Q' thfnas 
tJwt she 1oould hlw recreL 

rollltrip off the tongue 
if 11 \\'Ordorphrasetrill!l off the tongue, it 
1s very easy to Sll.Y • ThP bond is callrd 
'Acquired Echoes". It dotsn 't exact.ly trip 
qff the tongue, does it? 

tongue-lashing 
a tongue-lashing trl{ormnl 

lf you give someone a toncue·Ia.shing, 
you speak to them angrily ~wse the)' 
have dOilC som.ethi.ns: wrong • The 
manager IJOLV! his teem a tonaue-UJsiWI8 
ofter flle)l'd lost the came. 
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tongues 
set/start t ongues wagging ln/<mnal 

u somethlru: U1at someone srots Ol' cloos 
:.et~ tongue.'> wagelng, It causes pooplc to 
talk about them • His late·night visit tc 
hlr hcmt /las stt tongues waggu1g. 

tools 
the tools of the/your trade 

tht~ thlnes that you nCCld to usc in order to 
lkJ a jOb • f 'or thfmod~n so~t.'(«<ltl~ a 
cor phtJTHJis one Of lht tools()/ th# ~reM. 

down tools British & Australian 
to refuoo to work. especially be-cause you 
are no1 satisf•ecl \\'llh your pay or 
working conditions • ThOl.lsands of 
Krokow ~hoorkers downtd tools to 
df!mand mtJI'I!. pa)J. 

tooth 
fight tooth and dawfnail 

to fleht w1ry hard to achlcvc sometltinlf 
• (clft11n 1 to do sth) Wt fought tooth and 
ooU to n:toin uur shan~ lJ/ the busir:~ 

top 
the top brass 

the people with the h lghcst rank In an 
organizatiOtl. ewecially an arm)' • All tM 
top llr'an turnt.d out/or the funeraL 

tiM top dog iriformal 
the most im))Ot"tant and POt\'Crtul person 
In a group • JacJrson 1oas top dog and he 
1TIDd£surthegot whaJhewo.ntrd. 

the t op f light 
the h1gtlCSI.le\'Ciln a Job or a sport • The 
Sheffkld Eagks mooe dou;n to tlrt .s«ond 
dttUJDn aftu tll'O SlOSOllS 1n tht wp 
flight. 
top·fUght • (alw~.vs before noun) He rws 
t11e obsol1ue SlertJOOpe of o topflfKf!J 
uecutive. 

tho top of the trM British &Australian 
if someone is at the top of the rree, they 
are at the highest IXISit ion in their job or 
in an organizadon • Who tcould have 
g~ssrd thalSIIe IJJ()U./dget to the top of the 
tre£ Wore Jler det-er a11d talenttd brotller? 

at the top of your volco 
1f someone s:1ys sometlliliR at the top of 
thQlr voloc. U1ey say It as loudly as the~· 

ron • 'Stop It Nathan!' she shouw at tile 
top of Mr t;olct. 

be on top of the world 
to feel vel")' happy • Sht'd just d~I'Fd 
she was pregnanJ and shffelt on top(Jj tlrt 
world. 

bo over the tDp fllfonnal 
if sumoom's tdta\oiour or ~thlnit 
th~t IJ.aS been used or )1TOI."ided l!: o\ler the 
top. llls more cxtrt me thaD IS Dea:s1.'U'Y 

ur ~>ult<Wle lb ln 1Jrlt1.~ 01nd AIISU'Olialt 
English, this phrase IS often m:ldc into 
thll abbtl!Vi.lltion OTT. • 1 think pink 
champCJIJTl(' and <Xll'far U'0 a hll GUT~ 
toP for fT na'JP~'f'ai'Oid ~ hirrlldcy paf'11. 
• 1/al<llll ht 14'0$ ClW), but altCidiTIIG tht 
waiti'r was r <J}'Ot'tT W UJp. 

go- the top • T~v·upii!O bit <tl't'l' 

riu u,p !Mth the ('.hrl!lllTilU rfcctJJotions 
tii ~}WIT. 

from top to bottom 
m every part • 1''41 soorclu:d the house/rom 
top to bottom lxit WI! couldn't find t.ht 
ll!tter. • TIU!)' bortght an old llotel and 
restylf'd itfrcm ttJfJ tu IJoJtom. 

from top to to. 
on e-.uy part of a \lCl 'SOU's body • H(' 
gazed at hu across the room. dresucl In 
blacJi IMther frqm top to toe. 

from/out of the top drawor 
from a \>ery high i0c1al class • Corolinc 
tilrzd lu pretmd lhct slre comA from tllt 
CUJ' tf)pdroll'l!rQ/ S(lCICf)'. 

top-drltwor • HtS ttn~~:ns are stodiM b}l 
all tl~t>- tcp dnncer reJoilcrs m London and 
New York. 

get on top of you 
if a difr~eult satuatinn gets on top of you. 
it makes you feel so upset that }'on cannot 
deal wlth It • She's lltJd a Jew /lnancJot 
problems and I tlllnk tlrlnes lla/J4J)USI ~n 
sctllinRcmwpof her. 

off the top of your head iriformal 
if you say ~mmething off the top or your 
head, }'0\\stzy it without thinking About It 
for very long or looking at sometl1h1 1: that 
has been wxlttcn abom lt • 'What UXtS the 
IUII1W oJ that plumber )lOll used?' 'I 
cottldn'c cell )'()It 0./f tile tot> Qf lllV lrrod..' 
• 0.1/ tile top of M)' head I could probabl)t 
on[J: name about thrte women arllrts 
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on top ot-sth 
U' }'OU are .on top or a s ll\latloo, }IOU are 
dealingwithirsuc~Uy • We~ a lal 
of a-YJrktodo, bullthink we'roon top of it 
IIOU1. 

pay top dollar American 
to PI!.)' a lot of money for something 
• Investors can expect to f)(r)' tcp dollar for 
tJiif stock. 

to top it all Erittsh, American & 
Australian 

to top it all off .4meril:an &Au.srra/Um 
if you have been describing bad things 
which happened, and then say that to top 
1t all some~ else happened. you mcatl 
that the flnal thing was even wor~ • TM 
washing machine flooded. my car brokl! 
doum. then w top it all I itXked myself out 
Q/ the house. 

top-notch 
to~otch ;>( 

of the highest possible quality • ni> ncfd 
to Q/J'cr high salaries to artroct top-notch 
sUJ[J.. • People will pay atortun~.tor roolly 
top-notch wines. 

Topsy 
grow like Topsy 

to grow very fast • Tlw sovcnl!lWlt must 
decide how to allocate health-care 
resources in the face of ckttWnd that ts 
growing /Ike TopS): 

topsy-turvy 
topsy-turvy 
1 Informal if a sltuatlon is ropsr·ltl.t'VY. lt ls 

confused and not well organized because 
thi~s happen .in the wrong order or 
people believe thingll are important 
when they are not • TM covenmumt'S 
WJm'-lUrvy prioritiRs mean that SJMndinP. 
on education ri!Tflqins low. • J\ie'r<1 living 
In t.o~')'·Wtl)ytinws., 
turn (sth) topsy•turvy to completelY 
change something. or to completely 
change • Thl'. ~~ incfustry is about t{) be 
run~ ropsy·IUnJY by a techrwfo;:ic.al 
reoolutlcn, • .~zy life has t11med U>psy. 
tlll'l!)! 

2 iriformtJI if a room or a place is topsy­
turvy, It is very untidy • He went ou.t 
lt'aulng the house all tOpS)'turr,:y, 

torch 
carry a ton:h for sb old1aslllclWd 

to secretly love someone who does not 
love you • Oraeme·s been tcrr)•ing a tcrch 
for Lindaforyca~. 

toss 
argue the toss Briiish &Australian, 

i,Yormal 
to disagree wlth a doclsion or statement 
• Are }'OU preparrx! to arguf the toss when 
you m.i[lllt ~ tc 110 wcourt to prom: it? 

t\Ot care/give a toss British. i1iformal 
to not be worried about or Interested In 
someone or something • (often + 
question word) She can say what she 
/Jkes. I don't glz..-e a ross what slle t11inks. 
• (often + a bout) He's only interested ln 
himself. he do..-sn't care a toss about his 
famil.l\ 

toss-up 
a toss-up inj'ormcl 

a situation wht?re two or more 
possibilities are equally likely • (often + 
between) It's a toss-up between Angela 
and Moira for tile editor's job. • (often + 
whether) l1 WtJS a ross-up whether prf~s 
would co up or dQum. 

touch 
be an easy/soft touch 

if someone is an easy touch. it is easy to 
per'$\lade them co do what }'Ou want them 
to do • Her Dad's an C<l$Y UJUC'h - m's 
alwCJyS [JWing ller money. 

l:ii In tDUCti 
ro ha\'C! Ng\l.).ar COIJlmunlcallon with 
~ by Eelepbone.. lettflr etc. 
• (umJally + with) .Are ' 'OU still in touch 
1nilh Carelirte? 
keep/stay i:-n--:t·ouch~ Lo conllnuc to 
cmnmunlcatc with some<~na • (often + 
with) Her family have kept in rouch with 
me since llRr deaJI!. • Do staY in touch after 
)IOll'DelrUJt,Y!d. WOII'l)'OU? 

OPPOSITE lose touch to stop having 
regular communication with ~meone 
• (often + wlth) f'L-e lost touch with all my 
old mllf.gefrirnds. 
get in touch to communicate w1th 
someone, especially fOt" the first time or 
after a long period or not comm\mlcatinK 
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wlth them • (usually+ witb) Anyone who 
Jm~w the victim should get In tmu:h. with 
the police. 
out or-=tot- _-idi-:-

to not knoW much about IJU'Jdl!rn life 
• ~ tht$e.Judsr'$ are sq out qf wuclt. 
J 'w ~JBt.Yrftl.i'li /wtll'll. Ecsr. • 

be out of touch with stb 
to not have recent knowledge about a 
subject. a situation. or IJOOl)le's opinions 
• His statement sllows Ms complertly out 
Q{ wuch with rvalit}: • Tho ojlerr, 
politicians an: om Q{ rauch rcirh clle 
electorate. 
Ol'POSIYE in touch w ith sth• ltrytostayin 
touch with what's colng on ln the arts 
world. 

lose your touch 
1f you lose your touch. you can no loni(er 
do something as well as you could before 
• (usually in continuous tenses) It's good 
ICJ see their goalliv:eper's not lfiSing his 
wuch. 

touch-and-go 
be touch-and-go 

to not be at all certain • (often + 
whether) After the accideut il was touch­
and ..go w/1erlwr she would surulz,-e. 

touchy-feely 
touchy-feely informal 
express~ a Jot of emotion easily, often 
by touching pcolJIC witll )lOW' hands, in a 
way that some peOple think is 
embarrassing • He's one of rlwse touchy· 
fr-;efY people wlw an alrca.>•s J"JUtd.m: their 
arms round you. • T/lej' run a support 
group for people who've n:cemly bee11 

dworcW- ic's vm· U>uchy-foob: 

tough 
tough love mainly American 

a method of helping someone to change 
thelc behaviour by treating them in a 
ven• severe wa.y • Tough love is the only 
approach to take wward.s a relatltoe 
hookM cmdrngs. 

Tough shit ! ral>oo 
something tllat you sa..v in order LO show 
that you have no S)'l'rtpatil>· for someone 
• I know you don't want to go. but tough 
shit! 

a tough cookie Anw.rican & Australian, 
illformal 
$(lnteone who Is \'&y determined to do 
what they want and who usually 
Sttcceeds even in diffiCult situations 
o "~'re to.ll:f1~ about a woman wllo 
brought up six chtldrtU! on her own-shl!':s 
one rotJ8li cookie. 

be as tough as o ld boots 
be as tough as nails 

if somcone is as tough as old boots, they 
are very strong a:nd not ea">iiY if\lured 
• 'Do yo!l rhink Grculdcd wlll e~,o-er 

recover?' 'Of cou~--e. Fie's as tough as ()f.d 
bools.. 

be as tough as old boots British, 
AmeriCIJJI & Au.st.raltan 

be as tough as shoe leather American 
if food is as tough as old boots. It is 
difficult to cut or to e3t • That s1eak lluu! 
U..Yl.S tu wu.gh as flld hoots. 

hang tough Am('riccm, informal 
to not change your actions or opinions 
although other people try to make you do 
this o The Presidmt is /umflinR toUJill or. 
the ~'/age crisis. 

tour de force 
a tour de force 

a performance or achievement which 
shows a lot or skW and »llicll is admil'OO 
by a lot of people • Jlis perJonna~ as 
Rlchard Ill was a brilllanr tour deforce. 

tow 
In tow 

if }'OU hat.'C someone ln tow. you ha\'C 

them with you • She arrit-'tld with six 
small children In tow. 

town 
l:leJgo out on the town 

to go out and enjoy yom-sclf at bars, 
resi.Ciur.Ults etc. J:n the even ing o Sh£ 
stayed in her hotel room while t"M orllers 
u;etlt out en til~ wwn. 
a night (out) on the town· oAt the end of 

the crmfermce rhe girls luul a night on the 
t()r.cm. 

go to town on sth 
tn do SOD11!t:h.in.g in a very eager way and 
as compl.etely a:; possible, especially by 



spcndins a lot of money • A118ie and Phil 
I! OL-e roolly gom to town on rlleir weddUtg. 

paint the town (1'\ldl ltiformal 
to go out and enjOy yourself in the 
cvenilli. often drinJtirli a lot of alcohol 
and dancing • Jack flnLsJud hts exams 
today st> ht's gOM out to painl w tcwn 
red. 

toy 
a toy boy BrilWI, Americar. &Australian. 

Uifonnal 
a boy toy American. ii'I/Ormal 

a young man who Is having a sexual 
relationship with a YX>man who Is much 
older than him • S/Wlo'SROIU!OUI rowins 
with Dieter. I!Rr mw roy bo;\ • Tlltse mooie 
stars soon to lult>e a nett~ boy toy ever)• 
W«k. 

trace 
sink without trace I' ~ 

to be forgotten about ccmpletel,); after 
being popular for a while • They enjoyed 
brief suCC'f!SS with their Sl!COnd album and 
then .sank u;itlwut trace. 

traces 
kick over the traces Brills/1 & Australian 

to do what you want and not show any 
respect for amhor!U· ~ Traces are long 
pieces of leather whlch join a vehicle to 
the horse which is pulling it. If a horse 
kicks over the tl-aces. it kitks its legs over 
these pieces of leather and goes om of 
control • Some kids go Strolflhl tc 
unlt-erstty and spend the first year ktdctng 
otw Ute truces. 

track J( 
a track record 

all of the pastachlcvementsor fAilures of 
a person or orga.ni2ation • ~~ like ro 
recruit managers wUh a strong track 
ncord. • (often + in) They hat<e a strong 
track ll!COrd in rescuillgallinccompan~. 

11"""'1'11!'.~ 
10~~--lf ........ mglo 
·~ ... ,.,. ~-·~ ~ 
dWit.~ ...., .... fiili .. JMIU' ,...,.. Jt., dVJkult 10 -

fiWr. • (at'tjl - ~ I:Mt' bNft. Dtl7 

owosm track to no o11ger · 
wtUI.t is happening to something or 
someone • I can•c l'f!nU!m/Nr u;llat hu 
husband"$ co/ltd, she's been married so 
many lJnu)s 1'1,-e lost track. • !-\~ u-ere 
dlattJng au;ay ond we ;ust lost traU. of 
time. (= did not know what the Ume was> 

on track 
if an activity ur a siruat ion is on track, It 
Is makir.g progress and is likely ro 
achieve somoth.lng • (often + to do sth) A 
r~gflur j'rom /::dlnb'U'811 ls on track IC 
btcome the I&Orld heaeyu.otJghl boxing 
champion. • If the peace talks ~main 011 

track. an aerum~nt con be e.xpecced b}• 1M 
~nd of the mom11. 
put/get sb/s1h badt on track • Vlctory 
in New Hampshire put the Presidenl's 
falling P/Ktion campaign back on track. 

trac-ks 
cover your tracks 

to hide or destro>· the things tlult show 
where you have been or what you ha\oe 
been doing • Roberts covered his tracks by 
throwtng tile knife In t1U! rliX!T anrl 
burying his u.'ife's bod>~ 

make tracks Informal 
to lt><We a place ln order to go somewhere 
• ,kan, It's getting /au- u<e'd bett{!r be 
makl11g llacks. 

stop (sb) In tbeir tracks 
it something sto-ps someone in their 
tracks, or if they stop ln their ttacks.. 
~Y suddenly srop what they are doing 
because they are .so surprised • A wud 
scream stopped me tWad In my tracks. 
• He open«! t i!R door and stopped tn IllS 
traclts. A eompletl! stronger u:as sitt/.nc Jn 

l1ts QJJlce. 

trade 
ply your trade literary 

to do your usual work or business 
• Fislumnen in small boats ply their trade 
upaJid down tluu:c.ost. 

trail 
bweatral 

to do something that n!H)I)e bas done 
before, espceiallv soutcthinc which will 
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be lmpol1ant for other people • TM 
hospital has blazed a trail in d€ueloping 
mw t«hniquesfor lrwtir.c inftrtilit)! 
a trall·blazer someone \\'ho is the first 
person to do something • He wiU be 
nmemlNred as a lraU-hlaur In cancer 
research. 
trail·blazing • (aJ\\'83-'S before noun) 
We' U be discussing the latest IX>rJii ft'Om 
trafl-blazing Ammca11 {emlnisr Gloriil 
sreinem. 

train 
a train of thought 

a Slll'ies of cotUli!Ctlld thoughts • You 
lntf!rrupted nu· train of thought - now I 
can ·r remember whet ltL"'sgoing to::."tly. 

set in train 
If you set In train an activity or an event. 
you make it begin • lirs lxx:Jk set in train 
the ctJcnts which ctX"ntually kd lo 
revolution. 
be in train • Jm .. -es.tigations u;cro In train 
to kumJify the person responsible Jbr the 
theft. 

transport 
be In .a transport of dE:IIghtljoy literory \ 

to feel e:~:tremel,y happy or pleased • I 
looked up to the lwat'Cns ancf prais«i God. 
ln a transport of delight. 

trap X 
fall into tM trap of doingsth 

to do something which i!i not wise 
although it seemed to be a gooo idea 
wi)en }'OU decided tO do it • Don'tfall int.o 
the t rap of bu)oing tile extra insura~~Ce. 

travel 
HavE: sth will travel! hliiilomus 

something that you say which means you 
ll<~.v~ t11e sii-W$ or eq\lilmwnt UJ.at ruv 
ne<::C?SSary to do a particular actlv lty and 
you are ready to do it anywhere • Have 
teaching qualificationu.'ill truvel! 

treat 
go down a tnt at Brutsll & AlJ.stralJan 

If s.omethlng goes down a treat, people 
eo.ioY it very tmiCh • His onimal 
impressions went ®wn a mal wtth the 
children. • A cup of tea wuld go down a 
treaz. 

work a treat Rritish & Australian.. 
iriformal 
to be very effectiVe • ff )'CU UXJnl ro get rfd 
Q/ that !WW stain, put s.om<t salt on it, iJ 
works a, treat. 

tree 
be out of yom- tree iriforrMJ 

to be crazy or behaving 1n a strange way. 
sometimes because of drugs or alcohol 
• Is M going co build IM extension 
himself? He s out of his tree! 

be up a gum troo British & AusTralian, 
old·fashiorlfd 

ba up a tree Amerkan. oldfashtoned 
to be 1n a very difficult situation b A 
small animal In Australia cal.l'1'11 a possum 
cltmhs up a gum tree when it is being 
chaStld. • U tJre insurance compcmy won:t 
payfor the damage, I'U beupagum ~ 

trees 
can't Sei! the wood for the trees Hritlsh, 

American & AuSiralian 

can' t '" th& fores.t for tha t rees X 
American&Australian -" \ 
if someone cau'c see the wood for the 
trees, they arc unable to understand what 
is important in a slmatlon because they 
are glvlng too much attent)On llo details 
• Ntcr .rou ·ua spem )W'S researching a 
sir.lg/r. topic }'CU K:et to a point rfllwre you 
can't see the woodjor the trees. 

trid< 
do tile trick Wonnal )< 

if something does the trJck., lt achlev!!s 
what you want or n~ • If the sauce 
tast.cs a bit sour. add a teaspoon of SUJtar ­
thm Shoold do the trick. 

every tridl in the book X 
every clever or dishonest way that you 
lohow to achlll\'C somethlng that you want 
• (often + to do stb> HP used I!~V!Z)I trick in 
tl~ book t() Ret her ro stan the contract. 

not miss a trick 
to not fail to notice and use a good 
opportunity • You can rely en Sarah to get 
what she wants, she net:'<1r misses a trlcfc. 

tum a trick Amoriron, t.-er.v informal 
to have sex with someone for money 
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• Sf~£ 'd been klwwn to tum a trick u:llen 
sl!e needed atewdolliJrs. 

tricks 
tricks of the trade \~__ 

clever methods tllat help yOU to do a job 
better or faster • As a joomalist. JiOO 
learn the tricks of the trade prl!tly 
quickly llO'CUdon't sunli~ 

tried 
tried and tested/trusted Brltbh. 

American & Auslrnlian 
tried and true American 

used b~· many people and proved to be 
effective • They ra11 a highly suat~l 
advertising campaign using a tried. and 
~ted fOrmula. • :'\<tost pmple toould prefer 
co stick to nied arut true TMthod$ 0/ birfh 
c:cnrrqL 

trigger-happy 
trigger-happy 

someone who Is trigger-happy uses their 
gun too onen and without thinkm~ 
careCUlly • The book's main characlo is a 
trlcge:r-happ)l ."''ew M>rt dtt«tir;e. 

trojan 
a Troj an horse 

someone or something L\at atucks the 
srou_p or organiz8tioo it belonllS to I!:::J In 
Greek stories. the Tt-ojan horse was a 
J.arie wooden horse !hat d\c Greeks used 
to take soldiers sca-ctly Into thc dty or 
Troy in order to desu•oy rt. • Trfldllloool 
Labour supporters harM tJcr:used tfu! new 
leaden.'hlp of befnc a n-o)an horse trying 
tQ destroy the party/rom u.lthin. 

trolley 
bo off your trolley 11umorous 

to be cr-~· • What an you doing eating 
cluxolate and cheese again? You're off 
>•our trolky! 
go off }'OW' trolley • Hos he gone 
completelj• of)' his trollt)•? He'll net.w gtt 
auiO)' with rt! 

trooper 
swoar like a troopor )<... 

to swear a lot 1!::> A trooJ>Cr is a soldier 
with a low rank. • liP came In drunk ond 
su.'Cilring like a trooper. 

trot 
on th~ trot Rt-ttish & Auslrollan 
1 if YO\l do several thinf:s on the trot, you 

do them anc a.O.er the olher • It's been a 
good )'f!Or for Rritai11"s top player, lMO h~ 
won ~l..'lm matches on the rroL 

2 if yon do something for a m.unbcJ.• of 
cLi)•S, hour~~, years etc. nn the trot, you do 
it ror that amount of time without 
stoppins • He'd r~'Orked 48 hcurs on rhe 
trot ar~d was tota/IJ' exhausted. 

trouble 
spell trouble \ 

to be t he cause of possihle pr-oblems In 
the futw-o • (often + for) The conrinuin~: 
dry wtatlter could spell trouble for 
fOrmers. 

truck 
have no truck with sth!sb 

to refuse to become involved w ith 
l>OJTl('tl'llns or someone because you do 
not approve of them • Our committeer.cill 
hatV! no truck with racist aWtuch!s. 

true 
true to form/type 

if someoll!! does !;Omething rrue to form, 
they hehm.-e in the bad way that ~:ou 
\\'Ould expect them to • True to form, sJw 
turn«! up an lrour later than r~'d 

arrongect. 

ringtrue F~ 
if something son1eone has sald or 
written rings true, U seems to be true 
• (often negative) So1712ihing aOOIJI the 

stOT)•didn't ouite rin.g true. 

There's many a true word spoken in 
jest. 
sotnethhlg that you say when you think 
that something someone bas said as a 
joke ma>• really bl' true or become tr\le 
• ~t thi..<; rote we'll b<! walking aa night.' 
'& carr:tut - tllcre·s llUJny a trw~ word 
spoken ln)esl.' 

true-blue 
true-blue American & Australian 

lf sorncono 1s tru<.-.bluc, they support 
something or someone completely 
• 7bm 's true· blue he roon 'c let liS dow11. 
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• They want control Q/ the company to 
remain in true· blue American lu.mds. 

trump 
a trump card 

an advantage that makes you more like!)· 
to succeed than other people, especially 
something that other people do not lmow 
about ~ In card sames a trump card is 
one of a set of cards which have bceu 
chosen to have the highest value during 
the game. • The faa thDl l had an Italian 
pareru l!lrn«J out to be 111>' trwnp card 
when I applied for tJw iOb. • Amlu:a Ul<lS 

obouJ to p lay hn- trump card - rnme 0/ 
the money could be nleased without her 
sigMture. 

trumps 
come upltum up tnlmps British & 

AuslroUan 
to complete an activity sueces.sfuUy or to 
)lroduoo a aood result, cspccL'\UJ• when 
you were not expected to I::J In card 
games, trump$ are a set of cards which 
h~-e been chosen to ha\-e the highest 
value during the game. • John"s uncle 
Cll11le up trurnos and found us a plllce to 
stay at the lcrst minute. 

trust 
I wouldn't trust sb as fat as I could 

throw thcm.lrt{ormal 
somcthiuB that you say 'Which nteans that 
you do not trust someone at all • I 'll 
admit John is CleT)' channing, but I 
wouldn'r trust him as tar as I could rhroru 
hJm. 

truth 
Truth will out. slightly formal 

something that you say which means the 
truth wiU always be discovered • T~y·re 
bound tc find ouJ u'hat:)•ou'vedcne. Truth 
will out )00 J.ww. 

try 
try it on British & Australian 

to behave badly or to try to deceive 
poopl~ cspcclall)• ln order to make them 
do somcth1ng for )'OU • (often 1n 
continuous tenses) He's not rrolly IIJ, he's 
just trying It on. • {sometimes + with) I'm 

not giving her anp mone.>: U she tries it on 
wll/1 mei'IljU$1 refuse. 

tube 
do~thetubenubes 

1 illformal if something goes down the 
tubes. it fails or disappears • Our holiday 
plans '"nt down the tllbe because of the 
train strike. 

2 American, lnformal II someone goes 
dOY."Tl the tubes, they fail • H l!'s in danger 
of eoitllf doom tJ/c tubes if he croesn 't ltam 
to get on with people at work. 

tub-thumping 
tub·thumplng British 

speech or boh:wlour that Is Intended to 
force peopll! to support an ldea or plan 
• Far too much tub-thumping goes on 
during thesedebaUs. 
tub-thumping • (always before noun) 
She gm;-e a tub-thumping $11Udl. 

tune 
\ 

chang• your tuno 
to change your op:lnlon completely. 
especially because you know lt will bring 
you on edvanta&oe • He UXl$ against the 
id«t to start with, but he ${}On changed 
his tune wheniwld lltm how muc/1 moJWY 
he'd Ret out of ll. 

dance to sb's tune 
to always do what someone tells you to 
do. whether you agree with it or not 
• PowerjlJt lcrol residents ~em to have the 
council dancing to their tune. 

tuppence 
not care/give tuppen<:• British & 

Australian. old:foshumed 
to not care abo\U somcthil\t: or someone 
in any v.-ay • (often +fur)Shedoesn'tci~>>e 
t.uppencefor her family. • Thu ron dQ Wlwt 
you like. I don't care tuppence. 

turf 
a turf war American 

a f'~ht or an argurnmt to decide who 
controls an area or an activity • The 
recent sh001ings in the city are {Xlrt Q/ a 
turf u-ar bcJwecn ucocompetilllf sallgs. 
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turkey 
a twkey shoot moil1lyAmerican 

jf a fight or a war is a turkey shoot, one 
side is certain to be completely defeated 
because the other side is much sb·ongcr 
• Thtlr aircraft destroyed et~CI)' military 
camp in a rhroo-dey rurlcey shoot. 

talk turkey mainly American 
to di:;cuss a problem in a serious way 
with a real intention to solve It • (f the 
t1ro $/des Ill tire diSpute a~ to meet. they 
musl be preparwJ ro talk rwkeJ~. 

turkeys 
like turlleys voting for (an ear1y) 

Christmas Rritish & Au..'i17tllian, hwnorou.s 
if people lU'C like turkeys voting for 
Christmas, they choose to accept a 
situation which wW ha~ very bad 
results for them lb Turkeys are l!lr&e 
birda which are often eaten on Christmas 
Day. • Teaches agreeing to even larger 
cia$$ sizes would be lil."f turlreY$1lotingfor 
Chris/mos. 

turn 
a tum of phrase 
1 a way of saying something • 'SilrnUiC411t 
other~ nuanirlg 'partner', now thDt's an 
lntenstl.ng tum Q/ phrase.. 

2 the ability to express )'OUn;elf well • She 
ha.s a nice turn o{ pflr"as(! which should 
sen•e her well in journalism. 

a turn of the screw 
an action wh1cb makes a bad situation 
worse. especial.Lv in order to force 
someone to do something • Each lelter 
from my bonk manager is another turn of 
the screw. 

at every tunt 
lf somethln.e unpleasant ha.ppens at 
every rurn, it happens every~ you try 
to <lo something • Throughout his rue, ~ 
felt himself stifled b)' his father at e1.;uy 
turn. 

be cooked/done to a tum 
to be cooked for exactly the risht amount 
of time • The l)e(>f was done ro a turn. 

speak/talk out of t~n slighlly formal 
to say something that you should oot 
have said or that you d1d not have the 

authorU.y to say • I'm sorry if 1 spoke out 
of turn, but ~omebody had UJ tell him tJw 
ftJCSS, 

take a t~n for the worse 
lf a situation or an Ill person takes a turn 
fbr the worse. they become wot'SG or more 
W • Their ~laUonshlp wok a turn [or the 
tvon.-e When he lost his job. 

turnabout 
Turnabout Is fair play. Amuiron 

something rltat you say which means you 
will do something that someone else bas 
done because tltis is fuir • You cook 
dlmw tonight. I cooked last n.lghl. 
'l'urnaboUll$/lJir play. 

turtle 
turn turtle 

if a boat turns turtle, It turns upside 
down in the water • JVe lost all our dlvillll 
gear when the boot turned turtle Just Q/f 
theshore. 

twain 
Never the twain shall meet. literary 

something that you say when two things 
or people are so different that they can 
n~·er exist together or agree with each 
other • Psychologists support behavioural 
/Mrapy, pharmarologists support dr1J8s, 
aruJ. never the tu;aJnshllll meet. 

twilight 
thetwlllght- >". 

the area where one thing ends and 
another begins. especially when it Is not 
clear exactly where or when this happens 
• (often .. between) Slle'd ~n 
uncon.sciouset.-er sincewfel~ rrapped ln 
the twili.RI!t ume between life and death. 

twinkle 
WMn sb was a (mere) twinkle In their 

father's eye hUmorous 
at a time before someone was born • All 
this hap~d a vuy wng rime ago, whii!n 
)'OU ~a mere twinkle In }'OIJr ftUhcr's 
eye. 

twinkling 
in the twlnkUng of an eye 

lf something happens in the twlnkllng of 
an eye. it happens ~oery quickly • This 
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machiJte will do all tM calculations in the 
t.winkling (/,{an ~-e. 

twist 
drivstsond sb round thv twist British & 

Austrolian. Wormal 
to make someone very aniry. cspec1all..v 
by continuing to do something annoying 
• This ncn-stop banging is drwir1g rM 

round the twist. • A mu• uvt11 my motlu:r is 
enough to send&!Yo1le l'ound the tw~. 

round the twist British & Australian. 
lnfortn(Jl 
cra7.y • She's ccmpletely round the twtsl­
just w there all day ml/iing to henelf • I 
put tlw milk in t1le cupboard and the 
sugar Jn tile /ridge. 1 t.hink I'm l{()in;: 
round t lu! twist. 

two 
twa can play at that game informal 

SQmethihg that you say when you intend 
to harm someone in theswne way as they 
have harmed you • So she's been 
spreading rWW>W-s abom me, has sMJ 
"~u. twocanplayat thatRan~e. 

be lnlof twa minds 
to be unable to decide about something 
• (often + whether} lr:oos in two minds 
whether or not tc rom~ this momfng. 
• (often T a bout> ResllklllS are of rwo 
minds about new trqfflr: NStrlcJions tn the 
u:n:tl-

be like two peas in a pod 
to be very similar • )~U ron tell they're 
brother$ at a glance- they're like tu~ pt!4S 

ina pod. 

be two of a kind 
if two people are two a a kind, they have 
very similar chardCter.s • Amy and I are 
tu'O O/ a litnll. That's wily we·~ sW.)'ed 

frit!IUJsf(Jr so lone 
fall bcttween two stools mainzy British 
be caught lx!tween two stools malnl)' 

British 
lf something falls between two stools. it 
fails becau.;u it .Is nuither ona type of 
thing nor another and 1J' someone falls 
between two stools, they tau because they 
try to combine two different types of 
thing that cannot be COillbined • Fer me, 

it Jell betwe.en two stools. being neither 
romantic)ICti.J:m nor serious litP.rature. • (J 
you try to organtze an event tllal will 
appeal to bcth:>'Oung and otdscu can l!lld 
tliJ caU(lltt between tUJO stcols. 

for two c• nts American &AusmxUan. 
tlifonnal 
if you 5aythatfor two cenl$ you would do 
something unpleaFant to snmeone, ,you 
mean that you want very much to do it to 
them ~ A cent is the coin v.ith the 
smallest value in American money and 
tv.-o cents is worth \'ery little. • For two 
wrzts I'd hit him. He's $0 darned spoiled 
and stuck up. 

not ~ve two pennies to rub together 
Britl.sh. American &AuSJralian 

not have two nickels to rub together 
tlmeriron 
to be very poor • She's been Ollt of work 
for months and cloesn 't hace twa pennies 
to rub together. 

It takes two to tango. 
sometlling that you say wbich means if 
two people were involved in a bad 
situation. both must be responsible~ A 
tango is a South AmeriCiill dance for 
two people. • 'Sire bla111C5 Tracy for 
stealing her husba11d. ' 'Well, it takes two 
tctango. ' / 

km two blrtf .. w ith one stone )< 
to manage to do two things at the same 
time instead of just one, because lt ls 
con\'enient to do both • I killed tu;o birds 
with one stone and smo S(117le old friends 
while I was in Leeds visititt.t:IT!>' J)(lJYtlltS. 

(Thero's) no two ways about it. 
something that you say ln order to 
emphasizo that somethlng ls true 
• Patricia =s tlw meanest person rue 
euer met. No tw() ways about it. 

put YO\tr two cents (worth) in Am.e~·ican 
&Australian, Informal 
to give you:r opmlon In a conversation. 
often when it is not wanted • She alu-.Jys 
has to put her tUX) cents wortJ1 tn! Wlzy 
can't she just lt.wp quiet? 
your two cents (worth) • Sray ouJ of 
this - if we want }'OUT' two cents we'll 11$k 
/Orii! 
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put inlstlck In your two p«1n'or1h 
lJrtttsh. oldfashloned 
to give your oplmon in a oonversatlon. 
often when it is not wiUlted • Whene1;u the 
sub}«t of hunJing comes up j'Olt can rely on 
AnthcnytoputhlstwoJMnn'orth tn. 

put two--two ....... 
to RUCSS lbe trulb about a sttulltioll from 
paoces ol iDfOnuMkln which )'DU know 
About lt • J dilba'l nil,..,.,. hlllbtDtd hod 
ltfl. bul W.'d noticed,. cur -.mWtnG 
and lfDoand two IOJ:fllrlf; 
put two and two together anG 
get/make five to guess sanethlng wrong 
about a situation, usuall)• something 
more exciting than <he truth • She 
thought I was pr~nz. I was sick a 
couple of limes ond sh~ just put fl»> ond 
two tot;ethu and madeji&.'t. 

put/Stkk two f ingers up at sblsth 
Rrilish, informal 
to show t hat you are angry with someone. 
or that you have no respect for someone 
or something • Theu prolest marches are 
a way of pultlng twc fingers up Ol 

politicians. 

That makes two of us. 7( 
something that you say In order ta tell 
someone that you are in the same 
W1Jllea58llt situation, or ha\'e the same 
negative feelings as than • 7 found 
his talk rro.lly boring.· 'That makes tul() 
of us!' 

two's company (three's a aowd) 
something that )'OU say when you think 
two people V.'Quld prefer to be alone 
together than be with a third verson 
• 77r.ey asl.-ed m~ to go w t11e cinema wlllt 
them bul f.!oo's company if you know what 
lmecn. 

two-bit 
two-bit American, infarmol 

of ' 'en' little v~t1ue or not important 
• (always bcforo noun) The man was shot 
b..v a f tc(). bit crook u;ho nolxldy etJb" heard cj: 

two-faced 
two-fac~ 

a two· faced person sa.vs nice thinJ::s about 
);IOOple wb~n they are with tht'lll. but bad 
thmgs about them to other people • If at-e 
)'OU snn wlua he wrote about us? Re 
:muncd sonicewhMwespokeon the phone 
-u•lult o two{actd bustard! 

two-time 
two-tl,. sb 

to have a sexual or romantic rcl.atlonship 
with two people at the :same tlme • If 1 
e..-er tound ow she u.'OS two-limine me, rd 
kill her. 
two-tim ing • You should C1!J ri.d of that 
two-tlmln;: bo)frfl'nd or )'OUr$. 

two-time-r • He's j'usr a dirt.y w;r>-timer. 

two-way 
a two-way street mainly American 

if a situation between two people is A two­
mi.Y street, both veople must make llll 
equal effort in order to achieve good 
n!$ult:!: • Talks wtth the nurses har--e to k 
a two-way strti!l - if they want 10 discuss 
salaries. u~ want to discuss thi!Er 
performancl!. 

type 
rovort to type 

if someone reverts to ty~. the)· return to 
their usual behaviour after a per iQd of 
behaving in a different, usually betta~ 
way • After severo! weel'.s wtthout saytn$ 
a nwc worn w CIU'One, he seems ro /I(Jtvt 
reuema w ope. 
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ugly 
an ugly duckling 

someone or something that is ugl)· and 
not succ~ful when they are )ll\Uli or 
new. but wtucb de-.'l!lqls Into sctneth!ng 
beauttful ancS sutce$$1W • The m<»t 
s~l compan,y uw last }'tar's UJfiY 
duckling. 

be as ugly as sin )( 
to be very u81Y • That dog Q/ his is ll$ ugly 
as sin. 

um 
umand a h 

to hllve dif.f!eulty making a decision 
• (often + about) S/14"$ stUiwnmUI8 and 
alting about ltlll/'16 her mOther: • He 
wnmcd and ahl!d andfmaliy ogrt«l tc ltl. 
mt ste tMdoeutMnts. 

umbrage 

Uke umbrago/crmo/ 
to become upset and angn· abOut 
sCIJllethlng someone has said or done 
• (often + a t) He took grtat umbragP at 
nnospapcr n1;ietqs t8 his bOok. • The 
mintsur took l/lllbroJit rcMn co~gues 
qutrUd hu Wdgtt p/om. 

uncertain 
in no un"rtaln tenns 

if someone tells you something in no 
uncertain terms. they SlJ.Y it in 11 s trong 
and d1rea w~ • Wi! Wl'l"e told in no 
uncertain terms tlwt dtshOMS(JI would rwt 
be tolerotld.. 

unde 
Uncle sam 

the govot·runcnt or the country of the 
\lnlted Statos • These smaller countries 

resent being :w dependtnt on Unck Som 
/or prow:tion. 

anUndeTom 
a black person who is too ~K to please 
whlte peopll! b This phrase is from the 
book Unch 'Ibm's Cabin by lLB.Stowe, in 
which the main person m the story Is a 
black slave. (= someone who is legally 
owned b)• another person) • She LOaS :reen 
by other blades 111 w ndJ;hbQrhood as on 
Uncle 'Ibm for net complaJnifll about 
police harassmDIJ. 

say unde A.muiwn, illfOrmol 
to admit mat you hln.-e liMn defeated 
b In c:hildren's fiGhts, a child being held 
down had to say 'wlcle' before being 
allowed to get up. • I'm detem1ined to 
show tllem I can biJ a $tar. rm not going ro 
sa,y~. 

unglued 
come unglued 
1 American, informal to lose c:cntrol of 

your emotions • After Dan'slhathsh!J}ust 
ClJ.TM unglu~d. 

2 Anurtcan. in/ormol if a person or 
someth lng they are trYUltf to achieve 
comes unglued. they have problems 
which cause them to fail • The 
Mgotiotwn.s are showing $18ns ~coming 
unglued. with new Qutstwn.s coming up 
a-cry d(o! • The uam f)lo)Wl well m w 
first half but conu unglutd In the S«Md. 

unknown 
an unknown quantity 

lt SOlllOOlle oc something is an unknown 
quantlt.)t you do not know much about 
them or what effcet the)• will hl\\re m the 
future • TUrner may do well 111 w 
•kdlon, though hfl is on unkJI()UJII 
qULlllllJ)• tl$ G rompatgntr. • Tht MW 

C()mputer $)'Stem is still an unkncwn 
quantity for our departmmt. 

unstuck 
come unstuck BrUWl & Auslrolta.n 

if a person or something they aro tryl.ng 
to achieve comes unstuck. the)' ha\'O 
problems which CBuse them to fall 
• Athletes who don't prepare properly /Or 
the humid condlt!oos wlll certainty come 



unstuck. • The lli!Jfvtiations came unsJ~Kk 
over dtso.greemen~ abow the wording. 

up 

Up yoUrs! t..WY lrtfonnal 
an angry and impolite wa~· of telling 
someone you do not care about their 
opinion • ' l'ou'ro not supposed to ~ 
smoktnc In here.' ·up yours. mate!' 

be (right) up there with sb/ sth 
to be as good or as famous as SOtnC!one or 
something else • He's up tltere with the 
foremost sculptors of ow· age. 

beontheup 
II someone or something Is on the up, 
they are becQming more successful • At 
number 27 in the world tennis ran};ings he 
L>dll/initelyon the up. • It's been adif}u:u/t 
year for our famib; btu thinqs are on the 
up ogain now. 

be on the up and up 
1 iliformal if SOllle<Jne or something is on 

the up and up they are becoming more 
and more succc:s...<;fW • Stnce the messum 
ended. our business has b~n on the up 
and up. 

2 American. iriformal if a person or an 
activity Is on the up and 'lP· they are 
honest • You can trust Mick - he's on tJw 
up and up. 

be up yourself British & Australian, t.."ery 
infomr.al 
to think that you are better and more 
important than other people • She"s so up 
~-elf el)eT since $he lmlded rhis nczc iob. 
it's Wlbearable. 

bo up against srh/sb 
if you arc up against a Situation, a 
person. or a PXOUP of people. they make it 
vocy difficult for you to achiev~ \\'hat you 
want to achlcvc • Whtn 1 .saw lww di!epl,y 
the racist vkws wert held 1 began to 
uruio-sta1ul what we were up against. 
• The IIS·~l$h rugby team will real/)• be up 
against lr <= haYc a lot of problems} 
when tm'Y tc.Jw onl•rcmcc m~-.:t week. 

be up and about/around 
if someone is up and ®out after an 
illlu.>ss, they axe well enough to get out of 

bed and mo,•e around • Tretor 's up and 
about agaill. but he u-on't be able U> drit-e 
Jorafewweeks. 

be up and down 
1 jf a person is up and down. they are 

sometlm<ts happy and sometimes sad, 
usually after something \-ery bad has 
happened to them • Slu:'s been t.'e1Y up 
and down since her husband'sdroth. 

2 if a situation is up and down, it is 
sometimes good and successful and 
sometimes bad and not successful 
• Things unt up and down for dairy 
/(rrmg$ at the Tn{)m~nt. 

be up and nmning >-... 
if a system, an orRanization. or a 
machine is up and runnlnJ!. it Js 
established and worklng • Until the new 
computer system Ls up and rwmtng we 
wtll haw to u.-ork on paper. 

be up for sth iriformat ::>' 

to want todosomctb.ingand to be able to 
do It • It 's a long walk. Are you up for It? 
• Alter a lun,g ttay at wort\ I u.mn·t rwUy 
up for a pa.rf>: 

be up to sth )( 
to bo doing or planning somet:hlng. often 
~tly • We think thOSl! boy5 are up tu 
s:omething . .or they I.()QU/dn 't be beh.ar;ing 
ro suspiciousl): • (often used in questions) 
WhaJ are Jl()u up to ln tlwre? 

be up to your ears/eyeballs/eyes In sth 
British, Americ~m & AtJstra lia.n 

be up to your chin In sth American "Y­
to ha\'e too muoh of something, 
especially worlt • "t'n! up to our eyebaUs 
ln (/ec.oroting at the moment. 

not be up to much BriJish, lrl[orrnol 
if somcthilulls not up to much, It Is not 
\'ery good or effecth·e • This hairdT)-ei·'s 
rwt flp to mw:Jr-u onl.Y blows oc4t cold air. 

be up with the lark British. American & 
Australian 

be up with the aows Australian 
to be awake and out <Jf your bed early in 
the morning ~Lams and crows are 
birds that start singing very early in the 
morning. • You were up Wilh the lark tllis 
morning! 
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up-and-coming 
up-and-<aming 

becoming more and more successful in a 
job • (always before noun) She founded a 
summer sclwcl for ~P"Qnd-coming 

m usicians. 

uphill 
an uphiU b3ttlolfightlstTUgglo 
an up hiD job.ttaslc 

1f somethul.g you are trying to do is an 
uphill struggle, l t 1s very difficult, often 
because other people are causing 
problems for }'OU • EnvitcnmcTIUllists 
f ace an uphill struggk C'OlWinclng 
people w use their cars 1&-s. • We 'hl trying 
tf> e.:qxmd our business, but its an uphUI 
baltle. 

upper 
the upper crust 

people who havo the hif'.hcst social 
pos!:tlonand who are usuru.J.y rich • Many 
rrtasures wee brought back to BrlcaJn 
because its upper crust wa.s wealthy and 
liked travelling abroad. 
upper-crust • He spcJ.<: with an upper­
crust acc.Jnt. 

have the upperhMd 
It ~basthcupporband. tllc)'ba\'e" 
a j)OSitlon of l)cMer and c:oalttOI owr 
someone else. &J41C an fJI)Ofton batt tb 
up_per hand, it C9Jlfrnl$ wbat you do • 
hDQ' time. the llt'llian l«<1ll seem to ,. 
gain/get the upper hand • (ofien + 
o\'er ) Go~oemmenr troops are gradually 
gaining the upper hand Ql.>er the rebel 
JorcllS. • T shouldn't ha ve rend the. letter, 
but curiosity Cf>t rh.e uppu hand. 

uppers 
be (doW11) on your up~rs British. old· 

feW! toned 
to be in a very bad rmancial situation 
• HllJ1gary·s once swxessjuljtlm industry 
is on its uppers. • He was always roady to 
htlp anyone who u;as down on their 
uppers. 

ups 
ups and downs "';> 

the mixture of good and bad thlncs 
which .h:lppcn to people • LJ};e most 
married couplts we've had our ups and 
dow11.s. • TIU' book chart.'> the ups an.d 
downs Q[ a can:w in fashion. 

upstairs 
kick sb upstairs 

to give someone a new Job which seems 
m<Jre powerful but ts real!¥ less powerful, 
usually 1n order to s top !hem causing 
trouble fOr you • Brown Is betng kicked 
upstairs to bt'Come chairman of the new 
company. 

uptake 
be slow on the uptake 

to be slow to understand new ideas • I 
tried to explain t fu: TWliJdatabase, bm theY 
uwe remarkGN,.v slew on the up~. 
OPI'OSJTE be quick on the uptake • Some 
ct tlw. gam~.s !ven! quite c:omple:c but t~ 
chi/.dl·e.n were t'el?'QUidi on til<! uptake. 

up-to-the-minute , , .,. 
up-to-the-minute 

containing lhe most modet·n or recent 
Ideas or Information • For top designer 
name_,; and up-Urthe-minutefoshion, shop 
at Taylors. 



variety 
Variety Is the spice of lifo. 

.something that you~· which means lifo 
is more 1nteresttng when 11 changes orum 
l'lnd you have many different experienoes 
• I have to work in the h£al of Sudan one 
weekandthecoldof Alaska them:xl, but I 
Sl4PJ)()se t'llrieO' is rile spice Q/ life. 

veil 
draw a veil over stb 

if you dnlw a veil over a subJeCf, you do 
not talk about it any more because it 
could cause trouble or make someone 
embarrassed • 1 think we fha.uld draw a 
veil ocer thls conversation a11d preWUf it 
never hapMned. 

verbal 
verbal diarrhoea British. Arrurit:an & 

Australian, humorous 
verbal diarrhea American & Australian, 

humorous 
if someone has verbal diru-rhoea. thoy 
tAlk too much • It was awfl.tl - a whale 
e"-ening with this guy who had "-erbal 
diarrhoea. 

vicious 
a vicious circle ~ 

a difficult situation that cannot be 
improved b&aouse one nroblem ('ti.Uses 

an.otl1cr problem that causes the first 
problem again • /get depressed so I eat 
and then I gain. u.lf!'.ight wlricll depreSse$ me 
so I ear again- I'm caught in a vicious 
clrck. 

villain 
the villain of the p iece 

somcono or somelhmg that has caused a 
bad situation ~ 'l'hls phrase was first 
used to describe an e\' il character in a 

void 

pJay. • According to reports of the disaster. 
t /12 uWain of the piece is the mining 
l"Ompony who failed to rnrry out proper 
$0/ety checJ;s. 

vine 
wlthur on tho vine Brlttsh. Am4lrlron & 

Australian. Literary 
cUe on the vine American & Australian, 

lturory 
iC something wlthers on the vine. It IS 
destroyed very gradu.aJl}; usuallY because 
no one dues <1n)1.hing to bclp or support it 
• Planstocreaiedleaphousi.ngfortllepoor 
sam doomed to wlthu on the vtn2.. 

virtue 
make a virtue of necessity fi»"mol 

to change something you must do into a 
po,;ltt\'t' or useful experience • It'S a ltmg 
way to drive so I thought I'd make a !lirtue 
of ~i(>• and stop off at some 
interesting places along the IC<'.>l 

virtues 
extoll the virtues of sblsthformal 

to pea ilre the good qualit~ of liOmeone or 
smnethin.l: • He ccrote several magazine 
art leks extoll1.ng the llirt~ltS of COUIII.Jy life, 

vis-a-vis 
vis-A-vis 

in relation to • Can l talk to you vls-G·!lls 
the arrangements fer Thursday'S 
meelillg? • The currmt strength of tM 
dollar vis-iz-vls otfleJ· curreru:i~ 11Ulkes it 
hard S<!l/lng Ameritxm ptodiJdS OL't'rSro$. 

voice 
a (lonu) voic:. in tho wilderness 
a vola! aylng in the wilderness 

If you are a votce In the wilderu~ )'ou 
arc the only person e:-.:pressinR a 
particular opinion. although later other 
people understand tllat you wen.> ri.ght 
• With her J)(l$$ionaJepleasfor pooce, she 
was a lone t'Oia in the wilderness. 

void 
fill althe vold ;, 

to replace something Important that you 
have lost, or to provide something 
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important that you 1leed • '11le country 
needs a strong teadtr to help fllllht tv;id 
left by the deaJh of the presidem. 
• Religion helped me jill a r;otd In m>' Jlfe.. 

volte-face 
a volte-faceforrnal 

a sudden change of a belief or plan to the 
opposite of what It was before • In the 
ear(y 90's M made a romp/tie political 
volteface. moving from the Republican 
Part}' to the Demccrass. 

volumes 
speak volumes )I 

if something speaks volumes, It makes a 
situation vecy clear without the use of 
words • {never l.n continuous tenses) He 
refused to rommenl ~ reports of his 
dismissal, but his furious expn:ssicn 
spoke tv;lwncs. • (often + abou t) What 
we wear speaks t-clumes abow ottr 
peY'S()tltl/Jty. 
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then 1/aintng support tllroug/IIJut t/u 
coonlry. • She hitched her wagon to o 
r~ing )'OU/Ig ~ar on the musk srene.. 

wad 
shoot your wad 
1 Amui.con, i11[orm4l to SPend or use 

C\'CrythjnC that you have • He's &oirll: to 
slloot his u,-ad on his ntght out - whal.ewr 
It com for a good um.t. 

2 Amerlcon. tlt{ormol to say O\'CrYthinR 
that you want to say about a particular 
subject • Our opponents $hot their wad 01 
the ~meting and l(ft fOO'YOJW ur no doubt 
that they would oppo~ our pkms. 

3 British. Amcri.con & Au..waltan, taboo if 
a man shoots his wad. semen (= thick 
llquld containing a man's seed) comes 
out or his ~ni.S • Ht shot his wad as soon 
as she took flu bltJuse Q{f. 

wagon 
be on die wagon 

someone who is on lbe wagon has 
decided not co drink any alcohol for a 
period d time • & ·d b«n an a]a)holk 
c:nce. but Uilletl lmd him lt<!"d bfft1 011 IIIC! 
wac on tor abouJ flue )'«ll'i. 

go on tM wagon • The doctor ordutd 
Mr to go on tlul UJ08011. and she hasJr't 
toucMd a drop sUu:e. 

fall off the wagon 
to s«art dr1nklng alcobol aga1n, 

~peclally too much alcohol. aner a 
~r1od llltlcn )'OU haY!! not drunk any 
• Sil: monrlt3lalu hcfdl off the wagon In 
spectacul4r /Oshion wilh o th~ 
drtnJrlrlg spru.. 

hitch )VUr wagon to sblslh 
hitch your wagon to a stiW 

to ll'Y to become sucoess.rut by becoming 
involved with somoone or something that 
1s alreacty successful or has a good 
chance or becoming successful • He 
ruisclY deckkd to hitch his wagon to the 
uwironmento/tst mo.~mmt. which was 

waifs 
waifs and strays British & AUsJroliDn 

people or animals who ha\'e no borne and 
no one to can for them • l:.'mma u,~ 
a®Qys bringtTIC lwlm u:aih and strays 
and pin(( thml a btdlor IM niRht. 

waiting 
.,. waiting In the wings 

to be ready ID be used or employed 
instead a someone or somethinc elc;e 
b In the theatre. the winc:s are the slde3 
of the stage which c:annot be seen by the 
people watching the pla): w11ere actors 
walt untll It 1s their tum to walk on to the 
stage. • The rumour Is lhat Grten tcllll bf 

sacked and Brlnkworlll is wailifl6 in tlu 
wings tot~ over as mo110gt'J! 

play a/the waiting game 
to delay doing something so that you can 
see whathappensorvmat other people do 
llr$t • 771o~ lnwstors who ore wllltng to 
piD)' the uYJlJJn6 game mo,y flnd tt to tllelr 
cdvantoge. 

wake-up 
a wake-up CDII Amcrlca11 &Altstrallan 

an event tbat warns someone that they 
need to dEal with an \IT&Cnt or dant;erous 
problem • (often + to l1o sth) T~ 1971 
earthquot.e toas a wake-up roll to 
strtngJhen the dty's bridges. • (o£tcn +to) 
The l~tlrld Trade Q1Utr bombtng lw 
senotd as o u'Oke-up coU to tlul FBJ on 
terroriszn_ 

walk 
awalkofUfe 

a person's walk of life is the type of job 
they do or the level or 3ocicty they belons; 
to • Thlunteers u·ho work at w animal 
hcspital rome f rom all walks of life. 
• There u:ue people at the mett/ng from 
aliTI()st eVfTY walk qf life. 

walking 
give sb their walking papers American 

to wll someone they must leave their job 
• The manager gaue Ills old~ her 
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walil.illg IJ(Iprrs and h i ll'.d his daughter to 
do the}ob. 
get your walking papers American 
• Since they• got their uoalking papers from 
the chemical comJ)4n.v. none qf lhem has 
~~~able to find another job. 

wall 
be off the wall i1![cr11wl /" 
to~ strange or very differetlt ft-om other 
people or things • Eu~n at Sl:hoo/ hll was 
c:oosUkred QjJ the wall by most of the 
students. 
off-the-wa ll Informal • (always befo~ 
noun) She's got a really off-the-wall seMe 
of humour: 

drive sb .. tile Willi tl'!{nrmal 
to make someone vco· anm· or very ' 
bond • /IDa$ bfttlll dricm up 1M roall • 
their sUb' cllott« • lftlrfd/11 tn a /bt:IIJfY 
UiOUld haw driwn ~ rM IIJQ/l. 

go to the wall 1 
lf a business or othor organlzallon goos 
to the wlllt, It falls and cannut continue 
• Mer nine rrwnths of mas.~iue losses, the 
comparu· finally u.<ent to the u;aJL • In 
IMory, good sdwols wiU erowand prosper 
and ba.d schools wllllfO Ul the wap. 

hit althe (brick) wall tll{ormal 
lf you hit t~ wal.l when you are trying to 
achieve something, you reach a sitUiltion 
where }'OU cannot make any more 
prOgreSS • We'~>'t'ju.st about htl the uoall in 
terms qf UJ/tat we can do to balance the 
budget. • The enquiry hit a bride wall qf 
banking S«Urlly. 

nail sb to the waR informal 
to punish or hurt someone severely 
because )'Oll are \'ery angry With them • I 
didn't care about wh;v t~· did it. I just 
u..'lmied to nail the guys that robbed me to 
the walL 

~ writing is on the wall British. / 
American & Australian 

the handwriting Is on the waD American 
if the writin~: is on lhe wall for a person 
or an organ!Mtlon, It ls clear that they 
will fail or be unable to continue • (often 
+ for) The team llaslcst its last six lfCUTie$ 

and thpu;riting isd((mitclyon the uoall/Or 
the manager. 

read/see the writing on the wan 
Brmsll. AIMrfcM & AuMral iDn 
rctadl~ the handwriting on the wall 
American to understand that you are lll a 
dangerous situation and that something 
unplefll;ant is likely to hHppen to you 
• TJwy saw the writing on the UXJil and 
startEd to b€have bttur. • Those u;llo/olltd 
to read the handwriting on the wall/o$1 a 
Jot qf mont)~ 

walls 
Walls have ears. 

something that you say 1n order to warn 
someone to be cart>fUI \\itat lhC)• say 
becallli4! someone may be listening • Why 
don't roe go aud talk abollt this SQmeu;/lere 

quletw'l Wallshaoeears. )'Oil knew. 

wall-to-wall 
wosll-to-wall 

wall·to-wall thinGS or people exist in a 
continuous supply or ln large amounts 
• l tKlepemlent channels are promisiiiB 
l/Xlll-to-wall couerage of the Olympics. • I t 
was one of those clubs, you kMW. u.-ffh 
wa/l-ti)-WOll m~'.ll an(! lots of heauy dance 
music. 

wandering 
wandering hands British & Australian, 

humorous 
a person. usual.ly a man. who has 
wandering hands often ttl.es to touch 
other people for sexual excitement • Joe 
was notorious for hauing coandt?lillg 

fuJnds afld aU tile women trkd ro a.vcid 
going Into his rntce. 

want 
for want of a b~tter word • 

if you say that you are using a particular 
word for want of a lx!tter word, you mean 
that it is net quite exact or suitable but 
there is no better one • T/wy flw,'6 
problems. which. for want qf a better 
!t-ard, u:e call wcllofogical. 

How much do you want to bet? Wom1al 
Do you want alto b@t7 tJiformtJl 

something that )"OU SaY when you do not 
believe that whtlt someone OO.s Just said 
will be true • 7 don't think she'd be stupid 
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enough to lend him any mo11ey, • 'How 
much do you want to beJ?' 

war 
a war of words 

a 101)3 argument between two people or 
groups • {often + between) The u.YJr of 
words bflwetn the two rivals for the 
presltkney continues (I) domltwt~ thl! Mu:s 
bulletins. • (often + over) Tm art icle 
describes the war Q[ words ot.-er acid rain. 

wa~ath . 
be on the warpath humorous " 

to be looking for someone you are anGrY 
with .In order to speak angrily to them or 
punish them • Look Old. the bo:;-s is on lhtt 
r.oa:rpath again/ 

wars 
havo boon in the wars BriJtsh & 

/IUStrcllum, lwmorous 
someone, cspecUJ.J.y a child. who has 
been In the wars. has been hurt • You 
poor li /1 fe bo); )-'OU hOL'e been in tfu!. U!OTS! 

warts 
w arts and all 

if you describe or show someone or 
somcthingwans and all you do not try to 
hide the bad things about them Jb A 
wart Is a small hard lump whkh smws 
on the skin and look$ unpltJasant. • He 
trWd to pcrom• the preWJent as he was, 
warts and aU. 
warts-and-all• (always before noun) '/'he 
book is a warts-and-all portrau Q[ tlu! 
sociallsl moL-emenl. 

wash 
come out in the wash infomml 

if somethi.ng secret or unpleasant comes 
out 1n the waSh, people <Usco\'er the truth 
about It • Tile:>' don't t(l()l!t tf1e police llJ 
investi/late. berol~M they'reQj'raid Q[ what 
mlght tXI~OUtln theu,-ash. 

It' ll aU come out in the wash. Informal 
something that }'Ou say in order to tell 
som~rone not to worry because mistakes 
or problems will not have a serious or 
permanent effect • It was the wronJl thing 
to say, but don'tget roo up~ I'm sure it'll 
oil come out in the wasll euentuoJJy. 

wtll not wash 
if an excuse or an argument wUI not 
wash, people will not believe it or accept 
it • (often + with) That story about 
missing the lost bus won't u;'Osh with me, 
young lad)·! 

waste 
be a waste of spaca Informal 

if you say that someone Is a waste of 
space, )'OU mean that they do not do 
anything useful and you do not like them 
• Her husband's a complete tJ,YJSfe of 
space. 

watched 
A watched pot never bolls. 

someth log that you say which me<m~; If 
) 'OU wait anxiously for something to 
happen. it seems to t8ke a \'Cl'Y long time 
• There's no poinJ sitting by tJ~.e pholl.e 
watttnsfor It to 1'/lli/. A IOOtChM P<>t ne1.-er 
boils. 

watching 
be like watching grass grow humorous 
be as lntei'CI$tlng as wat<hJng grass 

grow humoroos 
if you say that watching an activity is 
like watching grass gro\~ you mean that 
it is very boring • To waJch sonwbodY Jb~ 
jlshing is liTre watchillll gra5Sif1'0W. 

be like watching paint dry llumorous 
be as lnterostlng as watching paint dry 

lumwrous 
if you sa:y that watching an activity Is 
like watching palnt dry, you mean that it 
Is very boring • Th me, watching golf on 
television is about as interesting as 
u;atching paint dry. 

water 
k (liM)--•• dud •• INMic 

if mamsm is wab!r otl a dudt's bade to 
~ It has nn ll!fti!ct un them at aill 
• (cOm+ to) He~ abnry.s bftrw told..he:" 
lm)l ond ~bur UtiUSl ucur 
~~~~~~--L--------~ 

M watctr undar the brklgo British, 
Amertcan&AustruJI.an 

be water over the darnAmerlcrm 
lf a problem or an unpl~asant situation Is 
water under the bridge. tt happened a 
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long ti.Jnc ago and no one ls upset about It 
now • ~~~ cerlllinly hod our disag1 eem~mts 
ln the past. but that's aU wah!r zmd£r tl1e 
bridge now. 

blow sth/sb out of the water 
to destro)' 01: defeat something or 
someone completely • The)' oome ro c:oo11 
witl1 fresh evidence that would, they said. 
blow the prosecution ·s azse romplcleJy our 
of the water. 

not hold water 
if an opinion or a statement does not hold 
wate.r: it can be shown robe wrong • Most 
of tlw arguments put j011.1XJrd by our 
opponents simply do not hold water. 
OI'P0$111: hold water • (f h is tiUXJT)' holds 
water. it could be a breakthroU[Jh in 
cant:kr research. 

test the watetlwaters 
to try to discover what people thInk about 
an ldca before you do nnytltl.ng aboutlt, 
or to try to discover what a situation Is 
rW!y like before you become vl!ry 
ln\'olved in it • I memtoned ~y idro to a 
rouple Qf frunds as a way of testing the 
water and they U'ere toery entlmsia.stic 
about 1t. • Perhaps you should go to a 
couple of meetings to test the r.ooters before 
you ckdde whetlterUJjoin the club. 

tread water 
someone who Is trNding water is not 
doing anythinG to make progress • (often 
in continuous tenses) I'm just treading 
waler unlui8eJ a11 opporwnl()• to lt)'/Ora 
job with more rapon.sibttity. 

waterfront 
cover tiM waterfront 1\rmrican 

to talk about every par[ of a subJect. or to 
deal with even· part of a job • It was a 
mis«Jke to try and cover the waJerfronl m 
her talk - one or two pOinu UXJUld have 
been efi()Ugll. • It's oboious orn: solesman 
can·r c:ouer the warerfronL We'll ne.,-'(1 a 
wJwle teamfor this area. 

waterloo 
meet your Waterfoo 

if someone who has been succ.-sful in 
the past meets tMtr Wetertoo, they are 
dofeated by someone who is too strong for 

t11em or by a problem which Is too 
diffJCult for them Jb The French leader 
Napoleon was imally defeated at the 
battle of \\'arcrloo in 1815. • She Jifwlly 
met her lo\-hterloo when she tmd to take on 
the club champion. 

waters 
muddy the waters 

to make a situation more contused and 
less easy to understand or deal with • Tile 
srartstics you quot£d didn't prow 
anything. they simply muddied the waurs. 

waterworks 
turn on the waterworf<s humorous 

to start cryillJ; U\ order to get what you 
want • HeafUXJys turns on the uoterworks 
i/ lutdoesn't gett.Yactl)' wluJ1 he wants. 

wave 
ut<h tho w;ovo Anwr/C(llf & Australian 

to rry to get all advantage for yourself by 
bccomll1g involved wltll something that 
1s bccomil\R popular or f<~shionablo 

• Older Spa1Jtsh restaurants are 
expanding to try to catch t~ tapa$ uxwe. 

ride (on) a/the wave 
to become in\'olved with and get 
aclwntages from opinions or activities 
which have become very common or 
popular • (often ... oO She came ro power 
ridingonauoat•ecf per:.-onalpcpularlty. 

wavelength 
be on the H me wavelength 

if two ):ICOple arc on thE! same 
wavolengtll. It ls easy for them to 
understand and agree with each other 
• 1b my wrprise. I found tl1at we were 
absolutely on llw ~ I<,VJvekngth about 
mc.s.t Q/ the important tssu~. • I can't 
discuss a11.whing wiJh Jter- we're stmply 
not on the sarnL wat-ekngth. 

waves 
make waves 

ro change an existing situatlon tn a way 
which causes probl4?mS or upsets people 
• Som~ UXJrkers felt it was rwt the time to 
make U.'O'IJCS by Ol'J[antzlnp a union. • Ow 
cufture mt:QUroges us co fil the norm OJid 
not to make wa!X's. 



wax 
waxanct~e 

to grow bigger and sO"Ongcr and then to 
bc!come smaller or weaker again • Thdr 
Influence I.OOXes and CMms depend.JJIII on 
whicll parl,y is in powttr. 

way 
all the way 

if you SUPPOrt something or fight against 
som«b.illg alllhc W<l.): you support It or 
fight it as much as pOSSible and as long as 
it continues • (f ) 'IJU u;om to complain to 
the boss, I'll supJ)Ort you all tJw W<n: • If 
they RO aMad wuh t11e plan. we'll f~ghJ 
tMmolltht u~ 

along the way 
duriflg the time that something is 
happening or that you are doing 
something • l'L-e ~n In this job/or thlrly 
;)WJrs and I'Vft pickm up a good c/4'01 of 
exp;~rtlse olong the U.'OJl • Along the way 
Wl!'ll also be studying French. hisroryand 
urography. 

(In) any way,~. or form 
it1 :my way at all • (oficn negative) llu:we 
ntt-er been ltwo/t;ed In fJJiy way, slwpt. or 
form with a-tmtnal aaivltles. 

be out of sb's w~ 
lf a plllte i$outoC someone'sw~ tt l&not 
in the diroctloo in wh.ch thC)' an go1ng 
• Are you sure )'OU don't mind t.a/QnJ: me 
110n1e, Ted! It's o btl out Q{ your IU!O: 

be out of the way 
1t a place Is out of the ~~ lt 1& a long 
distance from other villages or to\\'llS 
• h's a lovtly rJillagt but iJ's a little out of 
the ILO(Qt 

ou1-of-the-way • lVc htrtd a car and 
SPCfll a tcw do,ys t•i.sUing some ouro{Jf.tJw. 
wayp~ 

cl;,w your way back from stll 
lt yau claw your way back from a bad 
situatiOn, you ~;ucceed in impro\'&nC your 
situation 11galn by making a bla effort 
• They clau'tcl tllulr WaY boclifrom almost 
ctrtaln dcfcctt ro wtn by a slngu point. 

couldn't (actl01rguelflghtl your way out 
of a paper bag llwnorow 
If someooe couldn't act, atg~Je. fight ete. 
their Wf.IY out or a paper bag. they act, 

ar~ fieht ~te. \'t'ry badly • It's M good 
asking Jim IIJ proUCJ yon - ht couldn't 
flg}lt his l.LYJ)JOUt ()/ apc.f)U bag. 

go all the way mfi»'mal 
1 ill{onnaltohavesex. especiall)·when you 

ha\o-e only been kls-smg and touchJ.n& 
before • I WOIJldn't go oll tM way with a 
boy if J didn't mt.~ him. 

2 ir you co an the way when )IOU are dolni 
something. )'OU do it oomplctolY • W• 
fmally dlcldtd to go oil thl U.'l:zy and 
redtcoraa the entire house. • The 
g0f10'71111mt didn't go all tht U.'OY: it 
rtslricted adwrtisin& by tobacco 
companks, but didn't ban tt. 

3 if a penon or team goes all the way in a 
sportS compeUUon, they win ever)• part 
~ it • Do you think she con co all t11c way 
ot Wimbledon this)oear? 

go ou1 of your way to do sth 
to ti'Y very hard to <1o sometlllllg pleasant 
for othc.r people • TM:y r«rlly wem out of 
tlrelr wco• to make usfei!l ~/come. 

not know which way to turn 
to not know wbat to t'lo Ot' who 10 ask for 
help in a diffu:ult situation • I luui no 
home. M m.on(Y. and 1 didn't k1t0w which 
UXlY to turn. 

open the way for/to sth 
to make it possible for something to 
happm • Remooing customs controls 
could opm tJw u;cy to an inc1"taSe in drug 
smuggling. 

pave the way for sth Y 
to be a preparation which will make i t 
possible for somethinJ:; to happen in the 
future • Sctent.lsts llope thai dota from 
thts e.'qJ&iltJon will pave the way for a 
monchWiledexproralioncf Mars.. 

pay your way 
lf someone pays their way, they pay for 
all the things they have or use • We't~ 
alwczys pai4 our own U.YJ)J and ML'fT token 
a pennyfrom the sto~-

JMyltsway 7 
if a machine or a piece of equipment 
pays Its way. using it ~ you more 
mOOO)' than it co:;ts to buy or keep • Our 
Mw combine harrJtSter slwuld be payinc 
its WQJI by nut }'ml: 



way-out 418 

point the way 
tushowwhatcan or Abouldbedoneln the 
future • The1r rteen1 worl> on cJc~:elOIJinG 
an AIDS vaccine poi11lS tfle wco• forward. 
• (often -t to) Her speeches pointed tM u.vzy 
tcseiJertzl importantsoc.lalrt:forms. 

see which way the cat jumps Australian, 
iTI[ormal 
to d~la,y making a decision or dolng 
something until you know what is going 
to happen or what other people are going 
to do • ll~'d bclter wait and see wl1ich wa.v 
the cat jumps Wore wecommil ourstlt.u 

~ee your way (dear) to doing sth 
to be able to do somE<thmg and a~ to do 
It • Do }"tiU think )'<JU could see your way 
c/(!i}J" to W.nding me a bit TTWre rrumey? 

smooth the way for sb/sth 
smooth sb'Sistb's way 

to m.akc It easl<!r for someone to do 
someltl.J.nR or f01· somedun,g to happen 
• Parents can dD a lot. tc S1rUJoth the way 
for tlwir childnn when they start schooL 
• 1b smooth the bill's u;ay through 
(;(lrzgre..o;s, the fusi.denJ ml1l with 
Republican leaders to hear tht!lr views. 

That's the way the cookie crumbl.s. 
British. American & AustroliOJI, informal 

That's the way the ball bounces. 
Amerkan. informal 
something that you say which means that 
bad thincs sometimes happen and there 
is no thins: you can do to prevent il. so it is 
not worth becoming upset about it • 1 
can't beliez;e they dw!.'fJ Sam for the job 
and rwt me. Ah well. that'$ the way the 
cookie crumbles. 

wing your/its way 
to fly or travel vct-y fast • Within a fow 
hoUTS fhepad\agt will be winging Its u;ay 
across the A11n!Uic. 

way-out 
way-out informal ) 

new. different and often strange • Hs 
produced scm~ really 1./XJJo' OW desi8ns tor 
tl1eoperaJwuse. 

ways 
ways and me~ 

methods Of achie,•ing something • (often 
-t of) Surel,y there art wayS and rrwans Q/ 

ocJJlevfng our objet"tilies which ckm't 
involt.'l.'. spc;u!.inJ: quite so mu.ch moTw,>t 

chMgelmend your w•ys 
to inlprove the way m wlllch you behave 
• Jf he wants to carT)• on ltvlng hen. he's 
goin{:to ha~o-etoclulllge his ways. 

cut both/ two ways "-
to have two d.iff~-enr !!ffccts at the same 
time, usually one good and one bad 
• (never in continuous tenses) Omsorship 
wts botll wqys; it prevents poopk .{rom 
oone rorr!J.J!ted. but It 0/ltn also pn!V<?nts 
them .from klwwlng what is reall,y going on. 

wayside 
fall by the ~yside /' 
1 if somoone falls by the waysidc, they fail 

to fulisl\ an activitY • A lot Q/ st!uienJsfal.f 
by rhe U'<U'Side durtng thetr first yaiJ' aJ 
unir;ersi(y. 

2 if something falls by the wayside. people 
s top doing It, making It, or using It 
• Jl>fony mw drogs fr;rll by the waysme in 
the laboratery. 

weak 
weak at the kJie4lS 

If someone goes weak at the knoe.s, they 
feel as it they might fall down because 
they have a sudden scrong elllO(ioo about 
something or somconc • Tile veJJ.' tiiOUSht 
Q/ )wnptng out Q/ an alrcrajt with a 
paroc11ut~ madR him go ~J:H~:ak at the 
kn~. • He wa..~ so gorgecus, I foil weak at 
the knees el.V!1JI time he spoke to me. 

a weak link (In the chain) )" 
the weakest parr of a syst(!Jil or the 
weakest member of a group of people 
that oould cause t11e whole system or 
group to fail • It's a strong team, tiiOUirh 
lhe goalkooper m<O• be a weak Unk b«Glwt 

11e's rotl1er ine.wenenced. • The weak link 
in the chain is tM compuJer sQ/lware that 
controls the system. 

have a weak spot for sb/sth American "Y 
to feel attraetion to or affection for 
someone or something • Sarah has a 
u:eok SfXJifor basketball players. 

wear 
wear and tear 

the d!I.Iru\80 tharhappen.s to an obJect or a 



person when they are used or when they 
do someth111g • Tile Btlarant~ ~rs 
autdental damOJ:e br1t not ordi11ary wear 
and rear. • (often+ on) SM made everyone 
wear sllppen Inside the house to a1..-oid 
~N'Cal' and tear on tile CJJI'J)€1. • The wear 
and uar of li/tJ in o bl.l$)' oj)lce has taken 
its toll on our staff 

wear the trousers British. American & 
Austra I ian, lwmorous 

wear the pantsAmerlcon &Australian, 
humiYrOlls 

to be the person in a relationship who 
makes all the imJl<>l"Qlnt dedsions • T 
don't think there's OnJ.' doubt about who 
uWJrS the trousers In eMir house. 

weasel 
weasel words nu:JilllyAmerican 

words that you usc to avoid answering a 
Question or to deceive som.eone • She was 
too experieru:cd a11 intervieWer to be ra~-err 
In by the weasel uocrds Q/ crtift,y 
pOltticlans. 

weather 
..,. ........... uti. 

m reet m • 1'lrt /Ptliztg a liJtle ,... * 
W«lllter - I t1lbrk T '111111 h4w tJtJUBbt a 
mld. 

keep a weather rye on 5th./sb Brt11Sh & 

Austrolian 
to watch something or someone carefully, 
because they may cause trouble or they 
100,)' need help • rd like you ro keep a 
W€0lher eye on the sltuc.tlon an.d report 
any Tlllljcr dei.."'!WpmEnts to me at once. 

wedding 
your wedding tackle BrilWI, humorous 

a man ·s sexual organs • He wears special 
padding to protect Ills wedding rackie. 

wedge 
drive a wedge between sb 

if )'OU drive a wedge betweOO two people 
or t wo grol\PS of people, you do 
somethinl: which spoils their 
relationship • She thinks Samalllha's 
jea(()us an.d ts try/fl8 ~ drl~o-e a Ulfdge 

bclu't-'l!n her and lw boyfriend. • This is o 
clllllr attmrpt to drLt-. a r«dga bl!1~tt t.M 

USA and its western allies. 

weigh 

weigh your words 
weigh each word 

ttl think carefully about somethint: 
before ynu say it • Jake explained the 
reasons for his di'Cislon.. u;·eighlng each 

uoord as he SPOke. 

weight 
be a weight off your shoulders 

if something is a weight off your 
shoulders, you are happy that you do not 
bave to worry about It or fool responsible 
for 1tany more • 1.1 )'(Wcould wkeouerthe 
job of orgcmizirrg eM part)~ that would be 
a tremendous LOOight Q/J 11U' slloulclers. 

carry weight 
if what you do or say carries weight with 
someone, it seems 1ntportant to them and 
Will ln1luencc what they do or think 
• (often + with) Her opinion conies a let 
of ~lght with tht bott 

...l'OUI' 'UifJiht 
to.mt•bllld•otbellltOii&btaRlWit 
• ,. ,.., tl' 1/w ,.,. ~ ~ 
Slmlh u:am•t l 

throw your w eight around 
to behave in a way which shows that you 
are more important or powert'U.l than 
othcl' people- • lie trlts to tmpnss the re::.'t 
of us by throwing his wtlght around at 
committee meelilliJS. 

throw yow weight bohlnd sth/sb 
to usc your power and lnD.ueoce to 
support something or someone • U u~ 
rould ~~Wade the chairmmlW tfu·ow his 
u;elght behind the plan, It u,"{)f.Jld haL-e a 
mudt bdterchanceof success. 

welcome 
outstay/overstay your welcome 

to stay in a plllce longer than someone 
wants you to stay • One more cup of tea 
and tl1err we'll eo. We don't want ro outstay 
our CJX:kome.' 
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well 
weU and truly 

complct!.'l.y • .MOIU' propk mnatMd tn 
their hld1ng plaas unlll th()' we~Y sure the 
war u.us well and truly oz;o?t: 

bewetloaway 
1 Brilish, infOITTUll to be complelt>l)' 

involved in doing something, especiHlly 
talking • They swrroo talking aboUr 
footbo.Jl and wen soon well awa>: 

2 .8riJish &Australian, Wormalto be dntnk 
• Arm it u:as datrcfng on lOP 0/ the table, so 
she must hove barn weU aiM}' last nighL 

3 British & Australian, informal to be 
sleeping • Her Ma.d stam~tl to nod and 
soon she l~'CISweJl OU'C{)'. 

be well in British &Ausbulian 
be in weliAmerican 

to have a good relationship wtth a person 
or group which gtves you an advantage 
• (u:;unlJ..v ... with) Thcrt: won't be any 
stoppins /lim IIOlU - he's ill well with tile 
marwgl!T cf his company. • Lunclr with 
her mcrher? You're well in there, mal$! 

be we II up on sth 
to h ave a good knowledge of a subject 
• rm nnt uery Wl!ll up on Ancient C~k 
lli.srory. 

leave well alone British & A.ustraUan 
leave well enough alone American 

to not change()t'tryto imDrove something 
that is net causing any Pt'Oblems • So lon:r 
as the machine still .aces what you want u 
tD, nzy advlal is to leor;~ t1..'€Jt alone. 
• Surgeorl!> are au:ar11 that etV!I')I operafwn 
cat ri~~ scme risk, and sometimes decide to 
lcm;fJ well cnough a(()nc. 

well··heeled 
waiJ.hc!oled 

.-iclr • lbu tlt!t!d lO lit! u."t!tl-ht!t!led tu br! ablrt 

U>4/lord tiJslwp there. 

well-hung 
well-hung l.'ery irif017'TW1 

a WPll·hung man has a large penis • A 
crmod qf welt-hung J'Oung men paraded 
arountl in tlteir wuU:rwear. 

well-to-do 
we ll· to-do 

rich • In JollanMsburg's well·to-do 

subLII"ln. rdld~u a~ hiring $tCUril)• 

gulU'ds to protect t1¥ir homes. 

west 
go west 
1 oldfashloned if something goes west. 1t lJ; 

destrO><ed or lost • My watclt went west 
wlzcn I occiclenral{)l dropped it on a 
corure~floor. • Thai's my chanceQf secin,q 
the gamt gone Wtst! 

2 Bririsll & Ausrralian, old:{a.sllicned if 
someonE! ~s west. they die • lie u:ent 
lQt.St tn a p/anecra.sll. 

wet 
a we~ b lanket informal 

someone who does or says something 
that stops other peoPle from enJoying 
themsch'Cs • I dcn't want to be a u.-et 
blanket. but J'OU .really must p/4)• your 
music more quietly or JIOu'll disturb tht 
peopk nexs door. 

a we't dro,m 
1 a sexually e;~:citlng dream that makes 

semen(= thick liquid containing a man's 
seed) come out of a man's penis \\'hile he 
is sleeping • Most /)Q)'S SJar1 getting u:t!t 
dr·eams in tMir early teens. 

2 1."81;)' Informal somethlllg that 1s very 
pleasant or very exciting for someone 
• This new machine is c rompuror bWT:s 
wet dream. 

be all wet American 
to be rompletcl_v wrong • Most doelors 
aszreetl tJwt tile sclentiflc evldenc~ m the 
report was simply all wet. 
~ wet behind the ears 

to be young and nQt vecy experiene2d 
• He'sfresh out of e>llcge, :still wet behind 
theea~ 

whack 

out of whadc 
1 American & Australian. tJiformnl if 

somelhll'lll Is out of whack, 1t lS not 
working as it should • YO(t can use Carol's 
old bike- the /!«<rS are out of whack. but It 
still goes. •QI don't wke any exwcise for 
a while u t iii"OWS 110' whore body out of 
z/Jhack. 

2 Amalcan & AliSbulian, i11/ormal 
confused and badly or-gamzed • '1'he staU 



budgrt u "oay out qf w/IQck and 
politlcltJns are blamlnt an biflu:x Q/ 
tmmlgron!S. 

whale 
• whale of • (blllldlfftntnCIOiptoblem 

etc.] .Amutcan & Australian 
a \·ery large bW. differtr.ce. probtem etc. 
• Ancrh.er tJwusand dollar$ would maJ:e a 
whakQ/ o dif[erma. • We ron up a u:h~ 
qf a b,/1/n the mtaurant. 

3 whale of • Qoblpertylstory etc.) 
~n &Australian 
a vm)' good job. part): story ere. • Tlrey'?..'l 
done a u.;hak 0/ a job f'tn()OOtlng th4 
t>uUdtng. 

h•ve • whale of • time 
to erijoy youn~elf wry much • 'Did Sam 
enjoy himself at the porty?' 'lie had o 
rcho~of a tlTTJ.(I. • 

what 
{Well) what do you knowl 

somet hing that you say when you are 
surpriS>ed by a piece of lnformation 
/!::J This phrase is often used humorously 
to mean the opposite. • And they'rt 
geltffi{l married? Well, tohot do J''Oti 1.710ro! 
• (humorous) Well. what do )rou know! The 
Raiden lo:rt auoin. 

and what Mve you lri[OnllOJ 
and other sunllilr thlnl:! • Tlrere rucrc a 
eouple 0/ t>aes full of old records, 
magaztnnond whaJ haLv:jrou. 

What'$ up? l!iformal 
something that you say in order to ask 
someone what ls wrong • What's up? Why 
ha~JS~'tyou ltft ;-et? • You 'rtqulet-what's 
up? • (ofWn + with) What's up with Tom? 
He frasn't spoken afl nwrniTJR. 

whatever 
Whatever turns }'OU on. IIIU'TIOTOUS 

something that you ~ when you an! 

surpr ised at something that someone likes 
to do • So you Sll.l/l animaLs in )'OUr Spa IV 

tinw!Oh well, u.-hilteverturnsycu on. 

wheat >( 
separate the wheat from the chaff 

to c.'hoose the things or people that are of 
high quality from a group of mlx<!d. 
quality • A preJimtruuy look through the 

applicgtlons will he/IJ .)'OU tQ !JV/)fJIVte ~ 
wheat from thecMjJ 

wheel 
be .,.t/behlnd the wheel 

if you are at the wheel of " vehicle. )'OU 

are driving it • l ali.IX1J'$ ful fX1'i«tly sqft 
l.Chcn Rldlard's at tile whm. 
got behind m. wheel • When Anna gus 
~lltnd th# wheel Q/ a /OSI car. w's a 
danger to tit£ public. 

• fifth/third whftf Anuzrlcan 
solN!One whO is in a &1tuaUon where they 
aTe not really needed or- are \gnored by 
otller people • 1 don't hatJe a roJt. in the 
Qffwansmon-lfee/likeafcftlr whetl. 

n!invent the w~Mi!l 
to waste time trying to ~velop products 
or systems that you UIJnk are orlg\nal 
when in fact they have already been done 
tK-fore • W1zy reinvenr the wheel when 
rfUire are drugs already on the mal'kel that 

are efleclirx:? 

wheeling 
w~flng a nd dealing 

complicated and sometimes d.is'honest 
egr~mentS In business or politics that 
people try to achieve in order to make 
profits or get adltamages • It's an article 
about oil the wheeliliR an.d doolfr/8 that 
goes m lnfliiiJJICial rnarliets. 
wfleel and deal• Il£'sth.esortof BUY tJJal 
likes lD drive fast ron and u;heel a11d d«zl 
on the stcck exchange. 
a wheeler-dealer • He u.wked In ~ 
property business for a number of }Y.O~. 
ocquiJin8 o rtpuJ.atwn as a fonnidab/$ 
wheelo-deollr. 

wheels 
the wheefi are turning 

something tl-.t you -.y whtch ml!ans a 
process is starting to happen • By thlllate 
1940s the u;heels U'e7'1! turning thot would 
rook€ a matmed space jl~ht p0$Slb~ by 
the md of the MXI decade.. 

oil the wheels 
to make it easier ft)r ~<omething t o happen 
• (usually + of) An aid programme was 
established ro oU t11~ w~ls of «<MMItic 
rtform In tlu! 1'f(l!on. 
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set the wheels In motion 
to cause a series of actions to start that 
will hc!lp you achle\re what )"'U v.1\llt • A 
phoM call to thtt righl puscn should sa 
the wh«ls in medon. 

spin your wheels Amuiaul, irt{ormol 
to fo'&Ste time doing things that achlcve 
nothing • (often in continuou.~ ~~) if 
Wlt'IY }USI sptnntng OUT whms, let US 

k1WUJ and we'll Quit. 

when 
as and whe n Briti:;h, Amuiron & 

Au..Wtllian 
If and when American &lwstrollan 

if you do somethinG as ancl when, >'OU clo 
it when it is needed or oorM~nient. not in 
a regular v.-ay • u't's not go to thk 
supermarl.~ tlrls week. 1-\~ can just pick 
up some food as and whtn we ~wed it. 

whip 
cradc the whip 

to use )"'Ur authority to make somoono 
work harder. usually by tlu-eatening or 
ptllllsh1ng thorn It:> A whip Is a plece of 
k.-ather or rope fastened to a stil:k whK:h 
you hit a horsewllh In order tomakeltso 
faster: • We WUit alrra4Y thrett months 
behind schedule so I tiiOUI{Ilt il was t/.n~t ro 
aack tht u:hfp. 

hillv.Jhold th9 whip hillnd 
to be tbe l)fl'SOn or eroup that has the 
most power ln a situation • So ton& as we 
rrly on thvnfor montY. they ho~ thtt tchip 
hand. 

whipping 
• wh.lppl"9 boy 

someone or somcthl.ng that Is blamed or 
punished for problems chat an taused by 
someone or something else • Television 
has bem 1M [ovourlJ# u;hlpplng boy Q[ 
~very sodol rt.~onnu In modern AmerU:a. 

whip-round 
a whip-round British & Auslral l4n, 

Wormttl 
a colle<:tlon of money among a eroup of 
peaple that Is used to buy a present for 
someone • H·e hod a rchip·round Jqr 
A nnw's ka~lng pnsent. 

whirlwind 
reap the whirlwind A111(lrican 

to have serious problems because you d1d 
somethinG stupid in the past • Hoving 
fued S()TTU! Q[ his best rvporters. he's now 
naping tM whirlwind u.'ltlr rapidly 
dedinlng Mwspoper satu. 

whisker 
by a whislcer 

by a \-en' small amount • IAsl ~~ $M 
raced against tilL Brazilhm w won by a 
wlusker • Httmi.s:sal IMgoal by a whlsku. 

come whhin a whisker of sth/dolngi>th 
if you come within a whisker or dotne 
someelung. )'Ou almost clo tt or tt alm.ost 
happens to you • Ht cam~ wlthill a 
whlsbr 0/ bfatfng 1M u:orld c/IIJmpi()n. 
• Sevual times on his trtJc through tl1e 
Jr.mgwhecamewtrhln a whtskerQ[ d«Jth. 

whistle 
blow the 'Whistle on sb/sth 

to tell someone ill aulh<lrity about 
something bad that lS happcnmg so tllat 
It can be stopped • He wasdlsmlsstd when 
lw tried to blow the whtstltt un the safety 
problems at thlt factory. • The kids OfY 

en~ to blow tM whistle on any()/ 
their friends who ore using drugs. 
a whistle-blower • Every org011izatlon 
n«ds a whistle·blou.ter. somt011e who call 
sUJnd up and 5QY. 'He)~)'Oucan't do that!' 

HeiSheiT'hey can whistle for It! old­
/oshiomd 
something that )IOU say v.tlich means you 
arc cleterminecl that SOlllOOne will not get 
what they want • Jf they want money. they 
can whistle [or it They're not getting a 
pmro• ouJ Q{ me! 

wet ycur whistte old-fashioned 
to Jun·e a drink, especially an alcoholic 
drink • You must be thinly qfwr all tJrat 
work- would you care to u~t }'Our whistle? 

whistle-stop 
a whistle-stop tour 

a very quick visit to several places 
• (often + ot) Coach loads Q[ tOlJrists come 
for whistl2-s1Dp tour~ of tJw malll 
European cities. 
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whistling white-collar 
be whistling Dixie Ameriauz. i1!/onnal 

to talk in a w;zy that makes things seem 
better than they ~ally are • (usually 
necative) We'rr n>ally mal.ing money 
tMse days and I'm not just whistling 
Dfxie. 

be Whistling In tM dark 
to be confident that something good will 
happen when it is not at all likely • Slw 
Sttm.s proJty sure she'll win the title. but 
s11e mey just be w!Wt.ling tn tlwdo.rk. 

white 
white trash American, very tn{onnlll 

an offensive way of describing pOOr 
white people wbo are not educated 
• Tlle.se are tile poor white trash llw.l thR 
middle cross don't u:ant to know abouL 

a white elephant I 
somethll1g that bas cost a lot of money 
but has no useful purpose • The tnwn·s 
mw leisUT(! ct.n~ reCC!ntly ccmplctl'd at a 
cost Q/ tm million pounds, seems likely to 
prove a wllitceleplumL 

a white knight 
somoonc who gives money to a company 
in order to prevent it from being bought 
by another company • Hope is fading that 
a wl1ile knight will appear to step tile 
takeover l)id. 

a white lie 
a lie that you teU in or<!er not to u~et 
someone • I don't see the llann in telling 
the ocrosional white lie if it spares 
S()m«me'sft2llngs.. 

be H white as a shMt 
to be very pale, usuelly because you are 
frightened or ill • She was trembling all 
ooor and as white as a shRt. 

1M! as white as snow "' 
to be very wbite • His hair and beard uoere 
aswllileassnow 

white-bread 
white-bn!adAnurican 

whUe-brcad people or things are 
ordl.nary and boring. and often those that 
are typlc<ll of white, Anwt·lcara people 
• (always before noun) It's a trUJVie alx>ut 
middle America - white-bTilCld characters 
Uving while-bread 1/t~t:S. 

white-wllar 
a whltc-collar wot·kcr is somoon~ who 
works in an office. doing mental rather 
than phySical work • (alwaj,; before 
JIDWl) Tile roJio of white-coUar workers 
w produdicn U'Orkus in t ile Americon 
mJJnl({acUJring indwtry was dtclinillg. 
• The earnings Qf l.C()met~ in whhe-cotl4r 
jobs are the second highest In Brllatn. 
• The 1980's saw an explosion In whJUI• 
collar crime.. {= crimes committed by 
wh1te-co1Jar wottters. especially stealing 
from the arganizatlon lh~ work for) 

whiter 
whiter than white 

someone who is whiter than white is 
completely good and honest and never 
does anythtng bad • I nevu wa.s convinced 
by the u:hiter than white image qf her 
portrqyed in the press. 

whizz-kid / 
awhizz~id 

a young person who is very clever and 
successful • They'IH! wken on SCIM 
}'inmldaJ wlllzz·kid who 'sgoing to so11 all 
their problems ouf. 

whole 
the whole picture 

the most Important facts about a 
situation and the effi!cts of that situation 
on other things • You 're just taking into 
account MeUssa 's vhws of the situation 
but of course tJiat's not tl1e whole picture. 

go the whole hog Brilisll, A mer icon & 
Austroltcm 

go whole hog American 
to do something as completely as possitlle 
• It r~'(]S coing to coS/ so much to repafr my 
q~mputer, I thcught I micht as well co tM 
wllolt ho, and buy a mw om. • I we.nt 
whole. hog and hcd a huge sttak and 
funcllfriRS. 

mal<e sth up ~t of whole doth 
.4mllrlcon 

Invent sth out of whole cloth Amerlcon 
if a 13tory or exCUile is made up out of 
whole clotll, it is not true • Yet the 
eJ(J}lan.atlon was too straflb'f! for Joan tc 
havemadeupouto{ u'hokcloth. 
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whoopee 
make whooJHHt 
1 otdfa.vJion£d, in/OrfTI{ll to celebrate and 

enjoy yourself in a noisy way • (usually 
ln continuous tet~) It's hard u,-orklng 
when ewryorre else ts out there in the 
strecJs making whoopeo. 

2 American, old;{asllb:med. ltiformal to 
have ~x • (usually in continuous tenses) 
They spent most Q{ the week in the hotel 
rocm making whoopee. 

whys 
the whys and (the) wherefores 

the reasons Cor something • I know vuy 
little about the u:Jiys and the when:{ores cf 
the situation. 

wick 
get on sb's wick British & AlJstrollan. 

il'lformal 
to annoy ~meono • She'd btN!n asJdng me 
questions all day and it was starting to get 
on my wick. 

wicked 
have your wkk@d way with sb humorolls 

to ha"·e sex w lth someone • He tnvlted her 
to Frane€ for the weekend. thinking he 
u:outd have his wicked way with her. 

llMre's no peacefrest for the wkked! 
humorous 
something that you say which means you 
must continue an activity although you 
mightliketostop • I can't talk-r~,"egott.o 

finish this essay. There's no nsJ for tile 
wjc};ed. 

wide 
a wide boy Brlllsh. Informal 

a man or boy who bies to make a lot of 
money in ways that are not honest • He's 
a bit of a wide boy - r wooldn't get 
involved in any of IUs schemes if l uve 
you. 

... wlderllthoiMitl 
1 tolleWLOIW•IbZd'IV'lr~,Jiwrost 

fC'CISITitlwr .... ~ lhe:ttlll1c. 
~ Jf ,.. .... wl*4 the 1llG'k w.ban yea 

alniCil'lboatetiClUielbiD& ~Dl-what 
)lOll ..... ,... IOJdt ~ lflldcut~•rr 

ClriJIM:f i!JOity In tM S'fCOIId hlJlt but GfiCe 

tJBOUt Ilia shOI wa& u:lde of lhlliiiDrk. 

be wide~ 
if a game or a oompetitlon is wide open. 
any or tM people who are competing cs.n 
win be<:ause they are all equally &ood • At 
U1i.s stage, wllh on{y four point$ 
separating the six top t£ams, th~ 

champiOnship is still wide open. 

blow s1h w ide open 
1 to make it impossible to gues-s t\1lo will 

win a competition • Sh£ u:os thlfaoourtre 
to win. so ht!T uilhdrouVJ I has blown th1! 
cleclicn wide open. 

2 to make something that someone is 
trying to achieve fall complete!)~ often by 
telling people something which should 
have been a seem • He's throotenlrl[! ro 
blow the whr>U operation U!ide open if we 
don 't cft'f him a biggu slulre Qf tile 
prQ/i4 

give sblsth " wide berth 
to avoid someone or ~mcthing • I tJ)> to 
gl'-'t the ctzy ctntre a wide berth on a 
Saturtkzy. • lf she's in a bod mood l mul tC> 

HUN l1er a wide berU1. 

wild 

wild horses 
if you say that wlld horses couldn't make 
you do S«nethlng. }'OU mean nothing 
a JUld penmade you to do it • Wild h or5f'.S 
cou ldn't drag rru> to a party tonight. 

a wildcard 
1 someone or something that you do not 

know much about and whose ~havlour 
in the future you cannot be certain of 
• T11e real wild card is the und€clded vou. 
u:hich accounts/or 18 to Z5 percttn.l Q/ the 
electorate. • Ttu! company 1$ fast gaining a 
reputation as the wild cant Q/ Ubll Street 
because qf vioW!t ftr,lcluatwns tn Its 
prQ/its. 

2 If someone ge«s a wild card or is a wild 
card in a I>JlOTtS competit ion, they are 
allowed to enter the competition without 
passiM tho us~ tests • She u.VJ.s Included 
in tile European team as a wild card. 
wilckard • (always before notm) 
Connors. tlre fltlNimes champion, is 
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Q/Tiong eight wtld<ard enmes to the US 
Ope11lnl\'ew l'Qrl; rzext month. 

sow your wild oats 
if a YOlUlg man sows his wlld oats, he has 
a period of his life when he does a lot of 
excitfn8 things and has a lot of sexual 
"latlonsh1pS • He'd spent Ins twt.nrks 
sowing his wild ooJs but felt that it was 
time to settle down.. 

wilderness 
In the wildomess 

sumeone, espeelally a poUUctan, who Js 
in the wildern.ess. does not now have the 
power or influence that they had hefore 
• He spent se!X!ral years in the political 
wilderness after CO~Wn'Olives obiecud to 
hts0lf£mpts to n!jorm tile polict. 

wildest 
beyond your w ildest d reams 

far more than you cou.ld have hoped for 
or imaglned • Twenty _vcan- later the 
company has succee.tkd beycnd hJs wtldest 
dreams. • Her books haiJt! brought her 
riclles bcy(md her wiltkst drr.am.~. 

not In my wildest dreams 
if you say that you did not imagine 
something in ~'Our wUdest dreams. >'Oil 
mean that something that has happened 
was so strangt> that you never thOtlght 1l 
would happen • !1/e.ver in, 17zy wildest 
drroms did I thtnk she'd acttrolly car,• 
out her thrtl(lt. • Not in my wildest drooms 
could l haue Imagined F.nclrrnd winning 
4·1. 

wildfire 
lipread like wildfire 

it discascocncv.-ssprt>adsl1kcwlldflrc,lt 
quickly affCClS or bacom" known b)• 
ruore and more people • Once o~ cfltld ln 
lM school lias~ info,ctro, the dist.ase 
spreads like wildfrre. • Scandal sproad$ 
like wildfuc round here. 

wild-goose 
a wild-goose chase 

a situation where you waste time looking 
for something that you are not going to 
find, cith~ becau~ that thing does not 
exist or because you have been given 

wrong in.l()nnation about It • AJ}er tu:o 
hours spent UXlllderinc in the snoU> I 
realised a."e were on G wild·Koose chase. 
• l+'hcnlfocmdouttllal tiieTeu.;'(JSTWAnlta 
Hill at the untverslt.v. 1 began to suspect 
that I had ~n sent on a wild-goose 
dulse. 

will 
Whero ther••s a will thero•s a way! )< 

wmething that you sa>• which mean.s 1t Is 
possible to do anything if you are \-er}' 

determined to do it • I don't quJte know 
how rm going to get to Ista~l with no 
nwne;: but where then's a will then's a 
way! 

willy-nilly 
willy-nilly 
1 informal if something happens willy· 

nilly, it happens whether the people who 
are involved y;an~ It to happen or not 
• &.1tJI rountrles are being dr-awn, wiUy­
nl.lly. into lite conflict. 

2 informal without any order • ~J~ tll~w 
our bags willy·nilly into the back of the 
truck. 

win 
You an•t wfn ' em all. Informal 
You win some. you lose some. informal 

something that you ss;; whldl means it is 
not pos.~ible to succeed at everything )'OU 

c.lo • I'm a hie diSappoinred I didn't get the 
job. Oh well, you can't IUIJI 'em all. 
• Obvtous/y I would lwve llkedflrst prize 
but you wtn .some, ;;ou lose .some. 

wind 
b• In the wind 

to be liJmly to hap~ soon • From my 
rtUnt conversations with Sara I gel the 
feeling t1u.rt ch.ange is in the wind. 

be spitting in/Into the wind 
be plsslng in/into the wind very i.r!{ormal 

to waste time tcyiog to achieve 
something that cannot be achle\oed • 7'/u 
COl->ernml!nt is spiNing in the wind if they 
tJuilJc a few ~gulattons will stop 
multinatibnal companies from aiJ.Oiding 
tax. • Trying to CCI a pczy UICI't'OSoe here is 
li1':e pissmg in tile wind. 
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br•akwlnd 
to allow gas to escape from your bottom. 
especially loudly • At a wtdding thai I 
attended last summer. one of the guesls 
broke wind very loudly during th~ 

groom's spe«h. 
get wind of sth 

to hear a piece of information that 
someone else was trying to keep secret • I 
don't want my bess to get wind Q/ thefoct 
that rm leaving so I'm not telling man,y 
JH!Oph. 

get/put the wind up sb Brlti$h & 
AU$1rallan, informal 
to make someone feel anxious about their 
situation • Sqy J'OU'll take him to court if 
he doesn't pay up - that shoWd puJ the 
windup him. 

ron like the w ind 
to run very fast • She's "'el)' slight In bufld 
and she cnn run ltk11 tht wtnd. 

sail dose to the wind 
to do something that is dangerous or only 
just l~gal or acceptable • I think she 
17/0iiud she was sallln.a a liUlt too chJst to 
tim u:ind and dedd£d to tone down her 
c.rltU:Wn. 

see which way the wind is blowing 
see how the wind Is blowing 

to see how a sltuatlon ls dc-.-clopinlt 
befor e you make a decision about It • I 
think we ought to talk to other members Q/ 
staff and see which way the wind's 
blowing Wore we ma~ QIUI [ITm 
dedstons. 

take the wind out of sb's salts 
to make someone fool less oonfldcnt or 
less detertn1.ned to do somcthtng. usually 
by saying or doing something that they 
are not expecting • Twas going to tell him 
the relationship was ol.l€r when he (fmtw 

mt wilh a big bunch of flowers and it 
rather took the wind our Q{ my sails.. 

le ave sb to twist in the wind American 
if someone is left to t wi.<>t ln the wind. 
they are left in a very difficult situation 
by the actions of another ~rson • The 
director resigned and left the rest of tile 
d£portment tu:Jstlng In the u,-Jnd. uJoltlf18 
to see if the project I.IXJuld continu.e. 

windmills 

tilt at windmills lite.rar:>• 
to waste time trying to deal with enemies 
or problems that do not exist • We're not 
tilli718 at windmills h€re. (f we don't do 
something about these problems. our 
environment may be in serious dilnget: 

window 
go out (of) the window 

if a quality, prlnclple, or k!l'a goes out of 
tbe window, it does not exist any more 
• Then ~plt start drinlo.'ing and sense 
goes out of fhe window. 

wine 
Wine and dine sb 

to entertain someone by g:h1ng them en 
expensl\.-c meal and wine • (usually 
passive) I'm an old-[oshtooro girl at heart 
- llikl! roM wiMd and dined on thef~'t 
few dates.. 
wining and dlnJng • His job fnvoll.oes a 
lot Q/ wining and dining of potent.Url 
customers. 

wing 
wing It ill{ormal 

to do the best that you can in a situlltion 
that )'OU arc not prepared for • I hadn't 
had time to p~pare the talk so ljustlwd to 
wtnglt. 

be on the wing /Jt~.rary 
if a bird or insect is on the wing, It Is 
flying • Numerous orange·Jfp butterflies 
were on the wing in the warm sunshine. 

on a wing and a prayer 
if you do something on a wl.ng and a 
pra.yer, you do it hoping that you will 
succeed although Y0\1 are not preplwed 
enough for It • "•Yth scarcely an,y funding 
ond a stqff Q/ six, rhey omrar.e on a wing 
and a pray~r. / 

take sb un<ler your wing 
to help and protect someone, especially 
someone who is younger than you or has 
loss e.xnerl9nco than you • ~ Q/ th4 
older chtldren will usual(>• take a new girl 
or boy under their win8 for tJ~ first Jew 
weeks. 
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under the wing of sth 
under the oontrol of an organ12alton 
• Thtt /U!WspapPr is once again in SaJttlsh 
hnru1s. under the wi11g of a newly CTtllted 
ccmpaJI}~ Cal«<ontan Newspaper 
P11 hlislltng. 

wings 
d ip sb's w ings 

to I irnit someone's freedom ~ Birds who 
llave had their wings clipJl(!d {= cut) 
cannot fl~ • She ne1.V!r had kids. I guest 
she thcugllt mothcrllcod would clip l!cr 
wffii./S. 

spread your w ings 
to s tart to do new and exciting things for 
the first Umc In your Ufc • 111e k ids lwd 
aU grou;n up and /f/1 home and 1 tho~ht 
it was time to spnad m)' win.,ns and live a 
/Jttle. 

try your wingc Am4!rlclm 
to try to do somt>thlng that )"<>U ha\·e 
recently learned to do • SllCs just 
qrJ<llifll!d and is look inc/or a chance to try 
llerwtngsasaMsiBncornullanL 

wink 
not sleep a winlt 
not get a w ink of sleep 

to not sleep at all • I UlOS so exciu!d last 
n(Jfht- I didn't skepa wink. • I didn't get a 
wink Q/ sleep 011 t11e pfalll! 

tip sb the Wink Drlti:sh &i'lustrallan, old· 
f~-htonro 

to secreU:s-· give sorn.eone a pi~ of 
information that wUI help them • So if 
you hear of any joM going in )'OUT 

department. just tip me tire wink, would 
yot~? 

winner 
be onto a winner 

to be likely tO succeed. usuallY because 
wtun you are ~ling i..-. veT)' popular • 1 
think they're onto a winner u:ith their 
lau.stprodua. 

wire 
down to the wire American & .AustraliJ:m 

until the very laSt moment tlult It 1!1 
possible to do something ~ In a horse 
race, the \\'ire is a m~~ thread that 

llUirks the finishing line. • (f bolh telli!IS 
orr! playing at wir best. the game wiU go 
dou;n to the win (• it will be won at the 
1&3t moment). • The Democrats struggled 
down ro rhe wire to choose !Mir candida~~! 

under the wire American 
if 50meone does something under the 
wire, they do it at the last PD!>SiNe 
m<lrn~nt • The)l got In u~r the tvb-ejust 
Wore the tntry requirements for the 
training program chaTIIJed. 

wisdom 
the conventional/received wisdom 

knowledle or inlbnnation that people 
generally believe 1s tr\\e, alchOURh 1n fact 
lt IS often false • The ronz:enJlonal 
u;isdom is thai marriage makes a 
rdolionshiD more secure, but as the 
diuorce rates show, this is not necessarilY 
true. 

In htslhe~hclr (Infinite) wisdom 
humorous 
somcthinlt' that you say when you do not 
\Uldcrstand why someone has done 
something and think that It was a stuptd 
action • The council, In t heir wisdom. 
decided ro close the library and now the 
buildi~ stands empQ: 

wise 
a wise guy Amuiron & Aw.tralilln, 

br{orma/ 
a wise-ass AI?ICI'ican, t'f'IJ' worm at 

someone who is always trying to seem 
more clever than everyone else in a way 
that IS annoying • OlrOJ!, wist gu,y. If you're 
so dizmned SITKJH. )'OU can tell eL'I!I')>One 

how it's doMJ • He's just some wise-ass 
wile thinks he knows all rhe aJISwers. 
wise-guy American & Auslrolla.l1, 
Wormal 
wise-ass American, very lliforl?l(ll 
• (always before noun) Hyde's wl~gzzy 
flumourlOS€SitscharmafterafeweplSOiUs 

wiser 
be none the wiser 

to still be confused about something, 
even after It llas boon ~xplatned to you 
• lscbel !?lUSt have explained tile throry 
three timl!s to me but I'm afraid rm stiU 
none the wlser. 
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i'lo 6fW. w ill h~ Any th~ wl~~ 

something that you 511)' which me.ms that 
no ona will noUC(! something bad that 
someone has done • Take tlte label Q/f flu! 
)or ond SlJY you made it yaw-seJ,f. No one 
willl>eanyt'Mwiser. 

wish 
a wish list 

a list of things that someone wants very 
much • Most fomfifes with kids hat-e a 
lcrcer house on tJW.r wish list. 

wishful 
wishful thinking 

thinking oc talking about somethlng that 
ym1 would very nmcn like to happen 
although you know it probably ""ill not 
happen • 'Do )'CU think JULI. m ight be In 
litre for promotion. then'? 'No. ir's just 
wts/lful thinking.· 

witch-hunt 
a w ltd1-hunt 

an attempt to rmd and Ptt!lish people who 
have opinions that are believed to be 
dangerous • Senator Mt:Carthp led a 
witch· hunt against .suspcaed communists 
durtng t~ J~O's. 

witching 
the witching hour 

hvcl>•e o'clock at ni:Rht • it's rimd u;as in 
bed- it 's alreadY pa.st the witcfllng hcur. 

with 
with it infortnal 

knowing a lot about new ideas and 
fashions • JC/IT!Y'S very with U - she'U 
know what pooph ore rtXcrrlna this 
summer. • Oil get tof.th tt!11lcy'retll.eband 
eL'er)VJne's been talktfl!l oboutfor wt!A?ks. 

be w ith it in/annal 
to be able to thmk or und{'J:'Stand qu1ckly 

• (usually negative) I had rather o late 
night so rm not t.'ir)' with it this morning, 
I'm qfraici 

wits 

A person's v.·its is their practical 
1ntel.11gcnce and understanding. Wlts 
Is used In the I'OUowtng phrases 
connected with a person's intcUJsenoc 
or reaction to something. 

/ 

b. At your wtM• ~t'id 
to be very worried or upset because you 
bon~ tried every possible way to solva a 
problem but cannot do it • l't.'e trkd 
tuerything I con think of tc make her eat 
aruJ she flatly r({u.ses. I'm realbo at my 
wits' end. 

frlghtenJsc.are sb out of their wits 
to Jnal<e someone ''ery frightened • Don't 
shOwllJ;e that- you scared me om Q/ nu· 
wilS.t 

gather ~ur wits 1/.Urary 
to make an effort to become calm and 
think more clearl)• • S/Jttng down ln one 
of the chairs I attempted tcgother m>' wits 
and tkcide what I should do. 

have/keep your w its about you 
to be ready to think quickly in as ltuatlon 
and react to things that Y0\1 are not 
expecting • Cycling ts potentrally L'el')' 

dangerous in London - pou Hally t!IU:d to 
k~p }'OUr wits nbD.ut ynu 

live by/on your wits .>-. 
to earn enough money to U~ by bewg 
clever or by cheat ing people • A lf>t Q/ 
these kids an throu:n out onto the stn'els 
and they hove to lir--e by their wits. 

pit >'Our wits against sb/ sth 
to compete against someone or 
something using your int~Uigence 
• That's the plro.sure Q{ fzsllinH - pitting 
>'Our wits against these clevtJr I i.ttlc fish 
that are trying desperately not to get 
caught. 

wobbler 
tt.row il wobblerlwobbly British & 

Aluitrati.ar:, informal 
to suddenly become very angry • .She saw 
hLer tatliin:& to an attroclU,'e blonde and 
threUJ a u;{)bbly. 

woe 

woe betldesb humcrous 
Jf you say woe ootide the ~n who does 
something, you mean that they will he 
punished or cause trouble for themseh-es 
u the)' do that thing • '!VOl! betide an>VJne 
woo plays Ann'S tapes without her 
permission. 
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wolf bentflctal UJ the health and il works 
a wolf in sheep's c.lothing 

someone who seems to ~ pleasant and 
friendly but ts 1n fact dangerous or wtl 
• _1\1y next boss, (Jn t lw surface L"t'IJ' u'Orm 
and charming, prot\td tn be something of 
a woV 111 sheep'sclotlring.. 

a wolf whistle 
a whistle <= high sound tll.at ls made by 
blowJ.ng a it through the lips) that some 
men do when they see a woman who Is 
sexually am·acti\'C • She'll get a few wolf 
whistles if she walks through town In 
those shorts. 
wolf·whlstlc sb British & Austroi.Um • 1 
was u:ol/-tchlstled by a group Q[ builders 
as I crosstd thestrt .. 't. 

cry wolf 
to ask for help when you do not need it. 
with the result that no one beUeves you 
wbcn belt.> J.s n~~ssery • She /led 
reJX,'Clt~ly rUllg the police for o ·iviat 
re.asons and per11aps she t1ad c.rWd wolf 
too often. 

keep the wolf from the door 
to M\'e enough money to be able to eat 
and live • Forty percem of the COUlltry's 
population T'!ICCive part·time wages that 
barely k«P the IDOl/ from t~ door. 

wolves 
throw sb to the wolves Dr it ish. American 

& AJJstrottan 
leave sb to the wolves Au.stralinn 

to cause someone to be :n a situation 
where they are criticized stroncJY or 
treated bad.lr and to not lrY to protect 
them • No one warned me whm sort of 
pecple I would be droling wilh. I felt I'd 
bun thTOIL'Il iO the 100~ 

wonder 
a nine/one/seven-day wonder -r: 
~meone or something that csuses 
interest or excitement for a short period 
but ~ then quickl.v forgotten • His music 
was derided by an older eeneratton 
conuinad thai~ IJXJSa nine-day UJOilder. 

wonders 
work wonders 7'. 

to unprove something a lot • (often • for) 
Extra water in the diet is generutly 

wonders for the skin. • He's only bun in 
cJu:uge at Arserurl fnr a couple Q[ months 
and a {ready hP'!i worked U.'OIIlfers. 

wood 
not be out of the wood/woods 

to continue having dtmcUltles although a 
situation has improved. • Ffnancially, 
things are lDOktng distinctly more hoPflul. 
but UX''re not out of the u.omHl." yet. 

touch wood BrltEsh, American & 
Australian 

knock (on) wood AmuicLJn 
something that you say when )'OU want 

your luck or a good situation to oontinl~ 
• Its lx.WI fi~ all uoeek and, touch r.cood. 
i.l 'UsteyftM/oriMu.~ • WchaL'eTI't 
had alt)l proi>Wns with the car so far. 
/mock on wood. 

wooden 
the wooden spoon British & Australian 

an im:lgin."'l'Y prize ~ven to the person 
who finishes last In a race or competition 
• For tht! Y.mnd year running lrwland 
tooli the wooden sp oon tn the Rugby 
(OUrTI(lntm(. 

Don't take any w ooden nldcels. 
American, itiformal 
something that you say when someone 
lea\'CS, to tt'll them to be careful and to 
take good care or themscl\'CS . Hey gu.vs­
hllve a good Uip, and dOn't toke any 
wooden nickels. 

woodwork X comelcr.lwf out of the woodwork 
to appear after being hidden or not active 
for a long time, especiall)' In or-der to do 
som~thing tmpleasant • After >W'w been 
ina relnllonshipforn ICJng while, all torts 
of little secrets start Jo come out of the 
woodwork. • Racists and extrnne 
Tl(lticnol ists are crou:ling Olll Qf 1M 
woodwork ll> protest at the sudtkn 
InCrease In the number Q/ lmmterants. 

wool 
pul the wool over sb's eyu 

to deceive someone 1n order to prevent 
them from knowing what you are reallY 
doing • Don't kt insu~ft)mpanks pull 



word 430 

th<J w<>OI owr .,.ou,. OJ'(ll 08lc for o llst qf 

all the hidden chargu 

word 
word for word 

if a written oc spOken statement is 
repeated wot'd for v.'Ol"d, it is repeated 
uslng exactly lh4l same v.'()rds • The 
orticU was repri.11ted word for word in a 
different n~wspapn 1M ntXt dtu1 

sb's word Is law 
lf somcone's word is law. everyone must 
~Y them • There's no ust QuesttonJIIR 
cvzy of hLs rules- Jus word lS law around 
here. 

A word to the w ise (Is suffident)­
sometlling that you say Vlhen you w:e 
golng to gl\-e som~ne some advloo • A 
uxml 10 the wise-if yoU're going rodriue. 
don'1 go on a Friday night until after the 
rush hour lrQ.ff'lc. 

not believe a word of it 
to not believe that sometlung Js true 
• Har;e you henrd what tllt:y're saying 
about 1\rnfrr.w? I don't bclfuve a WQI'd of U. 

not breathe a word 
to net tell people a secret • PIMse tell me 
wl1t1tlli1.JJI)eM4. 1 proii1Ue I won't breothP 
a urcrd. 

by word of mouth 
if yot~ hear information by wot'd of 
mo\tth, :1-"'U hear it fi"'m ot11et· people and 
not from the radio or television or from 
reading newspapers • I tJ1i11k slw heard 
about the job by word of mouth. 

from the word go 
from the start of som Mhing • Iknezofrom 
th~ word £C that she was going to cause 
Jfl v IJ/o:m.:.. 

_..word in edg~ways 1Jri1Uh. 
~ & il.ustrallan. WOrmed 

lilt a ward In ... twlleAmtrl.l:on. 
1PI/ol"mol 
if POU CNl't set a YIWd in~. )'Ou 
do nor have an opporruniry 10 say 
81\)'thlng because litlmi!Me Is talking so 
much cr 60 qukkly • Ruz WIJS t/llkill8 so 
much thtlf riObod_,. Nl could Rfl a tiiOI'tlln 
~ 

h.2vc :a ward'"" tb'c ~31" 
to talk to someone privately. especJally ID 
order to give them a~ or a 1\'QrnJn~ 

• The boss had a word In htstaraftertht 
last meeting and I don't think he'U bi 
ralsine tJte subjectogain. 

have the fina1J1ast w ord I 

1 to say the last stutemPnt in a discus.~ion 
or ar~;UWent • Tim can't bear ta lo.~ an 
orgumMl. He all.Dtz)•s lws ro /1t1r:e tlle last 

toord. 
2 to make the flnal deelslon about 

something • (uswilly • on) OW' head chf!{ 
has the final word on what is serv«< each 
wuk. 

Ina word 
something that you ~· when you are 
{:Oing to give your opinion about 
somethinginamortanddin!ct wa,y • ·so. 
tell me, do youjind him attractive?' 'ln a 
u.-ord-no. • 

a man of his word! 
a woman of her word 

someone you can trust becau,;e you know 
they will do what they ~· they will do 
• Rae u.-as a u;omo~ Q[ Iter word - if she 
said she'd b~ IU!N on Fri~Jav: she'd be ll~re 
on Friday. 

say the w ord • 
if you tell someone that they only ha\'e to 
say the word and you wru do somcthlng 
fot· them, you mean tl1at you wW do 1l 
immcdia[ely 1f they ask you • You only 
have to sco• the word ond I'll ct>me and 
help. • Just say the word and the boYS 'II 
1nake sun M netter gives ycu a.ru• mort 
trouble. 

spread the word :;y' 
to tell other people, often a lot of other 
people, anout something • A mcotng tuJs 

been arranged for next Thursdll)~ $()If }'OU 

see on}'Onc, do spread the word. • (often ~ 
that) Wem:'CdtcSUirtspreodiJtg tJu:wcrd 
that recy-v:linG is important. 

tilke sb's word for it 
to belli?\~ that som~ing is true beca~ 
someone tells you it is, Vtithout making 
sul'e that lt really is true • {often .i.nJuture 

tenses> If you sa:v >'{)U've Cheek~ the 
m~nt?Y I'H takt ycur word for iJ.. • Dun"! 
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just take her rt'Urd for It - so and St'll for 
yourself. 

take sb at their wont 
to dee ide to belle\•e exactly what someone 
tells you, even if it does not seem likely tu 
betTue • When hesaidhe'dgluemeajob,l 
took him at his word and turned up the 
next day at his office. 

won't hear a wont (said) against sb/sth 
1f you won't hcnr a word said against 
someone or something. you refuse to 
beligve am1hins bad about them o Hr'~ 

compleJclJ• trl[otuated with the womnn 
and wcn·t hear a word saldagaitiSl her. 

words 
Words fail mel 

something that )'OU My when ~oou are so 
S\Uilrise<l or shocked by something that 
you do not know what to say about it • 'So 
what do you thtnkoboUJ t/lntpurpleou(flt 
Olit'l!'s wearing?' '\{k)rdsfail 17UJ!' 

have to eat your WOI"ds ,)< 
to be forced to admit that something you 
said before was wrong • She told me I'd 
ruwer be able to give up smoking, but she 
lwd to eat: her words. 
make sb eat their words • She made hfm 
eat his words about women net halling the 
pJu•sirol strength to becQmn lxJXO'$. 

haveWOI"ds 
to speak to someone angrtly • (usually .... 
\\itb) TherP ~ severtllpenaltksarul the 
rr,feree had words with o~ Q{ the p/a}"ers 

after the m.oJch. 
In so many wonts 

dlrccr.ly or in a way that makes it very 
clear what you mean • {\ISuallY nel:i'ltive) 
'Did IW sa)' we could suzy u'ith /lim?' 'Well. 
not tn.so maJIY words. but that's dqini~IJ· 
what he meant.· • lie to/4 me. tn SQ mlln)' 
u:ords, to mind my tN.Ilfl business. 

in wonts of one SYllable 
if )'OU explain something in wocds of one 
syllilble, you do it in words that are \'l'l'Y 

simple and easy to Wldcrstand because 
the person you are explaining it to is 
stupid b A syllilblc is a unit of sound 
that is made by a combmatk>n of letters. 
V.'ords which only have one syllable are 
5hortand simple. • I was trying to explain 

Ui him again, fn u'Ords of one syllable, 
wlu• S<I/4J/JI regulotioliS must ~ obeyed aJ 
all times. 

(You) mark my words. old-j'ashlon211 X 
something that you say \\'hen you tell 
someone about something that you are 
certain will happen in the future o T/UJt 
girl's going to cause trouble, )'OU mark my 

words. 
not m ince (your) words ~ 
to~· what you mean clearly and di.rectJ}; 
O\'t'.n if }'0\1 upset }leOP!e hy doing this 
• Thl! rtport doe$ not mina u'<JT'ds a.booJ 
the incompetena Q[ ~ eotV!rnmmJ 
cfllcklls. • Never a woman to mince her 
words, sh~ described t.M former ml11wr 
as sei.f«ntrl!d and arroganL 

put words In/Into sb•s mouth ; 
to teU someone what you think they 
JllC!an or want to say • I certotnly don't 
thinli .)'OU sllould resign, st{)IJ putting 
u10rds In 11zy mouth. 

take the words out of lib's mouttl 
10 say exactlY what someone else was 
gobu: to~· or what tl~y were thinking 
• ItoosiUSlBoiflll UJ meneum that, but)IOU 

took the words right out of m)l mouth. 

work 
work your arselbad<side off Briti$h & 

AusJralian, I."'.'TJ' ffl[ormal 
wOI'k }'our ass/butt off AmP.Yican, r;ery 

ffl[orTTI(l/ 
to work very hard • My father "'Urk~·d his 
backside off to /XIJ1 for our l!ducation. 

work like a dog/trojan 
to W<>rk \ 'Cry hard • 11£ worlco'.d liM a dos 
all day UJ/Inish tJw Willlpaperlflll. 

All work and no play (makes Jack a dull 
boy) . 

something that you Sf!Y which means 
people who work all the time become 
boring • You need to set out mere In the 
eL'I!nlng.s. You knew what they SOJI about 
all r.rork and no play_. 

donkey work Briti$h,Ami!Tican & 
Au.stralia11, inforrTUll 

grunt we>rl< l1nwric.an, i1l[ormal 
hard. bor1n11 wort £:> In the past, 
dot!keys we1·e used to carry heavy loads. 
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• Why do I Jtav.: to do all th4! donkey wo'* 
whileJ.V1UJ:et tndn tht> intR.rrstinll.~uQJ? 

Jtill1111 your wOrk cutout (for you) 
If ,uuiaave 10W' \90riC ct¢-out. )'OU have 
~lpt--.ry diffic:ul to do • ~·n 
~O~,_.UOIIt,.IOIAt'W ..,411,. .... CUt out/or II& • (often in 
futCU'& leniiS) lltlw)roU ... rMIIak.qj 
rllfwanlmt SM'U ~ ltrfDorltaiiGUeto ,_II 1tJtJ11M Ill« In llnftJIJrfllt~ 

works 
the (whole) wortcs lll!orm:JI 

everythi.nR that you might want or micht 
exp<!ct to find in a particular situation 
• The bridegroom uoa.s weart11g a. m()rnicy 
sl1it. top hat. gkJr;es - tJr.t works. 
give sb the works informal • It's n 
ctlebration dinner-give us tm works. 

gum up the works 
to prevent a machine or system from 
OPQJ'atlng COrt'CCtly • Jn bad WMlMt; 

twice as trUJ1t)' people use their COl'$ on the 
road, which really gl1ms up the works. 

put/throw a spanner In the wortts 
British & Australian 

put/throw a (monkey) wrench In the 
wortcs A/njlrlcan 
to do sorneth.ing that pnvents a plan or 
activity from SUOO!eding • ~were hoping 
to get the project stanRd ill Junt bitt the 
/undine lJXt.S wiJhdrawn so JJwt rot1u?r 
threw a spanner tn tl'.e W<il"ks. • Thesuddm 
withdrau;a/ ()f tm grm: speaker realty 
threlf) a monkey wrench in the worlts. 

shoot the works AmeriCIJJl, Jnformal 
to spend all your money or to use as much 
effort as possible to do something 
• (Usll8lly • on) I coiJ.Id sf.oot t he u.oork$ on 
a rou.nd the u,'Or/d trip. • Thzy shot the 
works on theu da.ttGhter':; Ulaldillt;. 

world 
a wor1d of d ifference 
1 if there is a wodd of difference between 

two people or thim;s. they are \'ery 
different • (usually + between) There's a 
world of dtffermce between seeing a film 
on video and $Uillg it in the cine171(J. 

2 if something mal<es 11. worid of 
diffru"en!X!, il improo,·es something ~'CI'Y 
m~h • A little sympathy 1JIIlke.-; a world 

of difference to somf:t)M whQ"s been 

lxldlJl~ 

(all) the~ world and his w ife British & 
Australian, lllformoJ 
a very large numbt.'t' of people • It 's o 
huge outdoor co!ICFrl- I Imagine the worla 
and his wife wiU be there. 

the world Is your oyster 
1f the wot'ld is your oystcx: you have the 
abUity and the freedom to do anything or 
go an)'Y.ilere • You 're roung ond heoltlly 
ond )YJU 'vt soc no CX>mmttmmts, so tJ11. 
world t.s >'OlJrO}'Ster. 

~in another world 
~ in a worfd of your own 

to not nntioe what lc; happening around 
you. usually bealuse you are thinking 
about somcthlmr else • She just sot and 
SUJred out of the wtndoro mcst Q/ the tinU! 
- she ~ed to be In C~Wther world. • 1 
don't t hi11k J'OU t'lit'11 heftrcllrnl, did you? 
You're In a worlclQ/ your oum. 

......... h ... ~ .-.-~~ 
tvbe-ecbtii .. IDQdOI'eN*'-''IUirl 
dloc ... ilr*l$-tJIJitltlibtiMt/ 

come/go down in the world British, 
Ausrralian &American 

move down In the world American & 
Australian 
to have Less money and a worse social 
JlOSition than you had before • 1'hey used 
ro ltue tn fJ big house wiJh kJIS Q/ smxmts, 
but they·ve come down In the world since 
then. • ~·'hen we had to sell our house and 
rake a small apartment downtoum, u..v:Jclt 
we'd really mo~'td down in thP IIX1rltf. 

ot>I'OStn come/go up In tM world 
British. Australian & Americall 
move UF in the world American & 
Austral tan • Peter and Ann hat-e gone up 
in the toorld - lhP}• nnly eVPr t rtlL'<'l jlr.« 
class t.Jws.edays. 

do sb the world of good 
ro make somco11e feel m11ch healthier or 
hap pia· • We h<UJ a w~ away 111 tile sun 
and it 's done us beth the world of good. 

have! the ares/Weight of tho world on 
}'our shoulders 
if you look or feel as if YQU ha\·e the cares 
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ol tne wodd on your shoulders, you look 
or feel \ -er>· worried or sad • 1'1..'1? net't?r seen 
suchacJwngeinanyone.Heloolt~astr he's 
got the carts Q/ w world 011 his shoulders. 

h~ve tho world at your feet ,.... 
someone v.·ho has the world at their feet 
is extremely successful and popular 
• Only sLr. mont/IS after her debut, this 
)•oung star()[ t he Royal Ralletalready has 
the IL'Orldac he.r /iet. 

a mantwoman of the world 
someone who luu; a lot of cxpcricn¢¢ of 
life, and 1s not wl\lally shOCked b)' tho 
way people behave • You're a man Q/ the 
world, Roger. I 'd apprcdauyour advice on 
a ratlw-detlcoumat.ter: 

not Ht the world on f ire 
to not be very exciting or sucoes.sM • The 
restaLIT'llnt Q[fers a dtt:~nl menu, but it 
'''l(}u/drrtset the world on/Ire. 

ttl ink the world of sb 
to like or admire someooe very much 
• He's an e.x~llent doctor. His polif!rns all 
think the world Q/ him. 

What's the world coming to? 
something that YOU say which means that 
Ufe is not as plrosant or safe as it was in 
the past • What s the u:crld coming to 
when you ClJII't lea Ill! your house for jive 
minuu-s without someone trying ~ break 
in and rob you? 

your whole w orfd came crashing down 
aJ"OUOd }IOU 

your whole worfd (was) turned upside 
down 
if YOur whole worid comes crashing 
down around you. somcthinR' WJplcasrult 
happens In )'Out ur~ that suddenly makes 
you f~l very UpSet or conf\lSCd 
• Suddenly they wenn·t powlar W1Y 
more. nobody u.Y~nsed to bu)l their rcrords. 
and their whole world came crashing 
down around wm. • When 1 tound out 
he'd had anq!Jall; m.>' whols world turned 
upside dou:.n.. 

worlds )l 
be WOt'lds apart 

if two things or people R.l"i! world<; spsrt, 

they arc cmnplctelY currerenr n·om each 
other • You ccm't c.omJ)(JTe a clleap stereo 
u:iih a top of the range mtJdel - they'rt 
worlds apart. 

the best of both worlds 
if you gee the best or both \\'orlds. >'OU cet 
theadvantagsS or t wo dl.ffilrcttl thlnes at 
the same time • Site worla in the cify and 
lit'IIS in the tol111t l'); so she gets the best Cl 

both worlds. • With thft;e ddil:it.>us but 
ll.rolthy rw:ipe$ you can llll1N ~~~ beSt ()/ 
bothworlA 
ClfftOSIII the worst of both _.. 
• Fllnrttl'$ hllrx: the reorsr Q[ both ,.,-Ids: 
low pria.s fer tlmr product$. and lW 

~thtq'll bto}lle tn Kllllwm. 

worm 
The wonn has tumod. 

something that you say when someone 
who has always bren weak and obedient 
starts to behave mon> confidently or take 
control of a situat ion • Yesterda): she just 
came in and rold him to Slop bossing her 
crormd. The worm hos turned! 

a wonn's eye view British & Australian 
lf }'OU have a worm's eye view of 
something. )'OU only know or Wldcrstand 
a part ot it, usuall)' the won>t or le:ast 
important part • Set in the Paris 
underworld, the noi!CI provides us With a 
u:onn 'sey~ 1..'Ww Q/ socil!UI 

worried 
b e worried sick 

to be extremely worried • (often+ about} 
Wiry didn'cycu call me wllen you kl~t'W JIQU 
were gom./1 10 be late? I was worried sick 
about you/ 

worse 
be the worse for wear 
1 if something Is the worse for wear. it i.o; in 

bad condition or damaged because it has 
been used a lot • This so{a ts rather the 
UJOrse/or wea~; but it will har>e todQ until 
we can qfford a new one. 

2 someone who is the worse for wear is 
very tired or feeling ill • 1 drank Jar too 
mrteh and rvoke up cJw tw:t momlnR 
/eelins rotlwr rhe worn/or uwr. 
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worst 
1/You w o u ldn't wish sth on my/your 

w o rst enemy. 
something that you say In order to 
emphasize that something ls extremely 
unpleasant • The('jfoctscf this disease are 
horrible. Yoo rrouldn't wish them on your 
worst enetl'\)1. 

If the worst comes to the worst Drllis11, 
American & Ausrrolian 

If worst comes to worst Arru?rican 
somct.hlng that you say in order to tell 
someone what you will do if a situation 
becomes ~·ery difficult or serinu.<~ • q the 
worst comes tc the worst. we 'II haL-e to give 
them our bed and sleep ort the floor. • lf 
worn came tc worst, could we $1!.11 the car 
tc ral.sesomeexrra cash? 

worth 
b .. worth your whi le 

if something is worth your whlli!, you 
will set an ad\•antase if )'OU dolt • (ofum 
+doing sth) Tt's worth :>oaur whlle taking 
out rravel insurona if you are going 
abroad. 
make s1ft worth your while If you tell 
someone that you will make It worth 
their while if they do something, )'OU 

mean you will pay them to do something, 
cspetiali.Y something blld or illegal • q 
>'OU can get us his penonal fi1£s. we'll 
make it worth your while. 

he worth Its/your w~ght In gold 
to be extremely useful or valuable • A 
book tJw.t amid J.ell me in simple language 
how w use this compult'l' would M u.-orth 
its weit;ht in go/d. • RmJ/y good 
~ singt!I'SOTVWOrth their weight 
in gold to the choir: 

wounds 
lkk your wounds "( 

to feel unhappy after 1\ defeat or an 
unpl~:.> sant CAllCrlence t£:J When dogs 
and other animals are ll'\lured, they llc.k 
their wounds(= iniuries) in order to help 
th()m get bette~: • After retiring to lie/> its 
wounds. t~ part)> ts regaining its 
am["ldl!lla!. 

wraps 
take the wraps off sth 

to fmally let people loww about a new 
product or plan after keeping It secret for~ 
long time • They Jwr;e yet to take tire wrap$ 
Q[f thl!dl'.sign_fl.)r thenewopmz hous~. 

under wraps , 
soccet • TIUJ financUJ/ dela ils Q[ the cast 
ha,_vt been kept firmly untkr u.raps. • Tlzg 
hkntllJ.'Q}' the bLzyt'l' is still under wraps. 

wringer 
put sb through the wringer 

to make someone ha1.'e a very difficult or 
unpleasant e;q~erience /£:>In the past,~ 
wringer W:.>S a machlnc used fet· pressing 
water out of clothes.. • They rro/{y p!lt rm 
throuclr the wringer in my interview. 
go through the wringer • l went 
thro«~~h the wrinGer w get mY fu-sl film 
/XIrl.. 

writ 
writ la rgrformal 

if something is another thl.ng writ large. 
It is 11 clearer or stronger form of that 
thing • HoUyu'OOd is American society 
writ largt. 

~ WTit 1.-ge/ormat 
to be \>el')' obvious • Anger was writ large 
in his fact. 

written 
~ wrlttflt all over sb's face 

if an emotion is written aU over 
someone's face, it is clearly shown in 
their fa(.'(; • Any fool coo ld soo .)'Oil wcren 't 
happy-It was u;ritten ailot-er you.r face. 

It's written In the stars. 
somethins that you say which means 
something good was caused by the power 
that is believed to control what happen$ 
tc poople's lives • It teas wriltert in the 
starS that we slwuld 1me1 cxruJJaU 111 to..-e. 

wrong 
bade the wrong horH / 

tO support 8 person or thing that fafu; • It 
was cmly rifler we'd in !JeSted all th~ money 
tfult we cUscot-ered we'd been backing the 
wrong horse. 
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be in the wrong 
to have done something which ts wrong, 
for which you should be blamed • If they 
fal l«l to Mtice the danlagf, thcj''re 
definitely In the wrong. • I fully accept that 
1 teas in the wrong and 1 think 1 ought to 
apOlogize. 

b e on the wrong end of sth 
to suffer the bad effects of something 
• Ccmponks tht:1t vtolote thls lawcanfin.d 
lhvn~lvn on tM wrong mil Q/ btg law 
$Uits. 

be on the wrong trade 
to be doing something in a w~· that 
will cause )·ou to fl!.il • I think tile 
gor;·ernmmt :Son the wrong track with this 
latest poliCy. 

Don't get me wrong. infurmat 
something that you s~· before you 
OJ..'J)ress an opinion 11bout someone or 
somlrthlng and you do not want people to 
tl\in.k that you are crlticb:ing that perwn 
or thinR too scvorel.Y • Don't Ret me 
wrons. I Wee Carol. 1 )USC thtnk she lws 
some lrrttatlng llabtrs. 

fall into the wrong hands 
If somethln$ falls Into 1M v.-rOilg hands. a 
chmgeroos person or an enemy starts to 
own or control it • 77w'c arc Jeers tiUJJ 

UJ«<I))ns mi.giU /all Ullo the wrong hands. 
• If this wt of llifOrmatlon foil lnUI tM 
wrong hands. u;e cvuld be in serious trouble. 

- Chalcl af) ... WI'OIIg end of the stick 
ilf{wmDl 
to DOt underStand a SitWdion CIJI'TeCUy 
• 1Wr 'imd SGICI JU ,.,.;,. at tfw 

together anct got IIOid Q/ tM W1'0fiR ena QJ 

1M stJdr. • I said hVU1 nlct kr ~ and 
Julie got the. wnmg end Q/ the &lick and 
lhtJqght Iwanud tc 8tJ out wilh hint. 

get on m. wrong s ldo of the law 
find yourself o n the wrong s ide of the 

law 
to be in trouble with the police because 
you ha\-e done something illt!gal • From 
la..<>t Monda); owners of fighting dogs rcho 
/aU tc rontrol them in public C()Uid fllld 
them.selves on the wronc side Cf tM laUl. 

go down the wrong way 
if food or drink goes down tha wrong wa.\: 
it goes d0\\11 the wrong tube in )'Our 

throat and makes you cough 01· stop 
breathing for a short time • I 'm aU right, 
ll'sju.st a pkl::e of chicken thai went down 
the u;rong tcay. 

rub.sb up the wrong war Drltlsh& 
Australion 

rub sb the wrong way Amerloon 
to annoy someooc without lnteuding to 
• lt'snDt lu:r fault -shejustrubstrW up the 
IJJTOPIC 1M): • Wht~Wt~V they ml'i'J. t}u>;y 
crlwap mana~ ttl mb each Othn" t11, 
tlf'Otlg wa)', 

take sth the wrong way 
to feel that someone is criticizing yoo 
\\'hen in fact they are not • Don't take 
this the u;rong u:ay, Jonatlum, but at 33 
arm't you :;i':Lting a bit old/or tllis game! 
• lf ever I make a SlqJgestion, sl!e allefi>'S 
roJ•·es it t~ wrong way a11d u;e end up 
arguing. 
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year 
frOm/since the~dlrtBitUS1i & 

.IJJJitralian 
fromlllnattheyurone~ 

ton wry lOU$ dmo • Cl&fldmf lliwf lzetn 
~ ~~p tlho• ~u:ew.vear 
11>1. . 

years 
put years on sl:l 

to make somoone Jook or feel much older 
• 'l'he brrokliP 0/ his marrtase put years 
on/lim. 
OPPOSrrE take years off sl:l • Losing all 
tkat wei!Jhthas t~nyearso.ff her. 

yellow 
yellow Joumallsm American 

writing in nevJSpapors that tries to g(lt 
people's attention or lnfiuenco their 

opinions b~· using strong language or 
false information • The paJX'r i.s 
procti.sing yellcw journalism at irs wont 
wtrh 11$ ~lolJS storlRs about rhe 
OcrJcrnor an4 hisfamil)l 

yellow-bellied 
yellow-beUJed old-JashJoned 

a yellow-bcuted pm-son Is not at all b1·avo 
• You're a load of }''el/ow-bl!llied tools; too 
frigllten«ito stand up for what you believe 
ill! 

yes 
ayes man 

somoone wllo a,grecs with evcl'}1hing 
their boss or leader says in order to 
please them • He denies that he:~ simp/)• 
a )'ll$ tna,n, ,and insists llc'll be making 
majcr changes co the wav tile club is 
run. 

young 
young blood i 

youngpoople in an orga:niuttion who Will 
provide new ideas and energy • These 
companies are SJ4Jerlng frcm a lack c! 
J;V>ung blood. 
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zero--sum / 
a zero-sum game Amerlccn 

a lfiitwiUon where two people oompete 
and If one of them wms anything, 
exactly the same must be lost by the other 
• Radio htJs ~c:uro-sumgatM, with 
stations soJning liswws on()> ai «<Ch 
othu'so.penu.. 

z's 
c.atchlcoplget some z's AtMrlccn. 

Jriformal 
to sleep (!:;> In funny drawlngs, people 
wlloares~pingareoften sh<n\11 with 7.'s 
coming out or their mouths. • AU /u'OnJ 
to dots go home and catc/1 some r's. 

z's 
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Anger 
~"\t's wrong?' asked Claire. 'You've been like a btar with a sore b ead all 
morning.' 'I've had it up to her e.' I replted. 'I've got three reports to wr ite by fh·c 
o'clock, and ifJ don't fmish them on time, Dill's going to hit t he r oof. rve alrc&IY 
put his back u p by refusing to work late. and he's llkely to blow a fuse 1f I don't 
set this job done. • Just then, the phone rang. It was the managing director asking 
me if l v;ould help show some clients around the office. 'l'hls was the second time 
she'd a...'<kcdmeand, altl!Oush it was a Jll\ln in th e n eck. I had to agree because s he 
was the one person l didn't want to r ub up thP. wrong way. Two hours later, 1 was 
stlll bus)~ As we reached my department. Clalre came running up to me. 'Where'vc 
you been'!' she whi.~pered. 'Rill's on the warpath because you haven't done those 
rcpot•ts yet.' At that moment, he appeared bY the door. with a face like thunder . 
He was Just about to let i"lp when he saw the managing director s tanding next to 
me. 'Hello, Bill,' she said. 'Let me introduce you to some very itnpo11ant clients.' 

being angry 

hit the ceiling/roof informal Y 
to become very angry and s tart shouting 

blow a fuse informal ;>.. 
to bOOorne very angry and Shout or 
behave in a violent way 

be on t~ warpath humorous 
to be looking for someone you are angry 
with in order to speak a~ily to them or 
punish them 

a face like thunder 
a very angry expression 

have/throw a fit informal 
go s~ro in,fonnal 
to become very angry / 

fly off the handle lrlformal "' 
to react in a v~y angry way to 
something someone says or does 

have had it (up to here) lnft;rmal 
to be so an{ll'Y about something that you 
do not want to continue with it or think 
about it any D1()rt'! 

bo fed up to the back tooth RritL;;h 
& Au.~tralian. Informal 
to be angry because a bad situation has 
continued for too long ca- a subject has 
been discusse<! too much 

making someone angry 

get/put sb's back up lrlformal 
to do or say something which annoys 
someone 

rub s b up the wrong way British & 
AusJ.ralian ..., 
rub sb the wrong way American ; 
to annoy somoone without intending to 

ruffle sb's ftu1thers 
to make someone annoyed 

be a pain in the ned< Informal X 
to be very annoy in!: \ 

drive/send sb round the bend 
itiforfTUll 
to maloo someorul very W'lgry, especial~)• 
by continuing to do something annoying 

talking angrily to someone 
~·--··· .... ····-·······~-········· · ·--·········-, ................... .. 
lot rip ~ 

to suddeuJ,y express your emotions 
without control 

give sb an earful informal :----
to tell someone how angry you are with 
them 

being in a bad mood 

be like a bear with a sore ~ad 
British & Austral ion ~ "' 
to be in a bad mood which causes you to 
treat othcl' people badly and complain a 
Jot 

get out of bed on the wrong side 
to be in a bad mood and be easilY 
annoyed all da.'f· 
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Business 
Richard !tad always been determined to make it in business. After leaving school, 
he set up a stall in the market selling cheap COs and cassettes and was soon doing a 
r oaring trade. Being a big fish in a small pond was not enough for hlm. howevet: 
He knew that if he wanted to be a big shot in the business world. he needed to stay 
ahead of t he pack. 0\•er the next few years, he opened eight .shops ln the ~.a and 
became known as a hard-nosed busjnessman who drove a hard barga in. Even 
when other companies were going to tho wall. he kept going. He's now one of the 
most successful business people in the reck>n, but unlike some fat cats, he supportS 
a lot of Iooal charities and looks after his staff well. He often says he'd like to retire 
soon. bUt I can·t seelUm han~ up h.ls b at just yet - he Joveshtsjob too much. 

succeeding in business 

make it 
to be successful. ospeclally In a job 

be ahead of the pack 
to be more suc~ssful than other people 
who are rr)•ing to achieve the sam"' 
things as you 

corner th• market ;<.. 
to become so succl!$ful at ~lllng or 
making a part1cular product that almost 
no one el.&e selL~ or makes it 

successful people 

a b ig shot itiformal '-1 
an Important or powerful person in a 
group or organization 

a big fish in a 5mall pond )(... 
one of the most tmportant people in a 
small organization who would have 
much less power and importance 1f they 
were part of a larger organizstion 

a fat cat informal )(. 
an ilnvolitc wey of referring to someone 
who is \'ery rich and powerful 

a high·flier '7 
someone who is very successful at !.heir 
job and soon becomes powetful or rich 

stopping work 
_ ... ._._,,,.,oou.oo• o ~.--... o-ut-oo·o·o o o.a..-o oo-oo .. u ot--1<- t t-.-o ouot 

hang up your hat 
to leave }'our job for ever 

a golden handshake ><... 
a large sum of money which Is gwen to 
someone whc11 they leave a co11_1pan~ 
especially if they are forced to lea\'C-

doing business 

drlve a h ard bargain 
to demand a lot or r efuse to give much 
v.n en making an agtccment wllh 
someone 
cut a dea l American > 
to make an agreement or an 
arrangement with someone, especlall.V 
In business or politics 
n.an a tight ship 
to control a business or other 
organization f1rmly rutd cftectivclY 
hard·nosttd 
practical and determined 

making money 

do a roaring trade BrUish & 
Australian ~ 
to sell a lot of goods qulck4' 
make a killing Informal 
to earn a lot or money vttJ easily 
a money-spinner Britisf1 & ~ 

Australian 
a business or product that makes a lot of 
money for someone 

behaving dishonestly 
·~·--·-····--·--· .. -··-········-···-········-···········-· 
be on the make )':.... 
tryiJl8 lo get »lOneY or power in a w;zy 
that U; not pleasant or hone£t 
cook the books triformal " 
to record false information in th0 
accounts of an organhotion, e.speclally 
in order to steal money y 
have your fingers/hand in the till 
to s~al money from the place whel'e you 
work 
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Dishonesty 
Have you seen that new drama on tclc\'ision? I ID\Ist watch the next part tonigllt.Ifs 
about a lonelY woman who meets this guy in a club. They start to chat but you can 
see immediately that he's n bit of a fast talker and probably up to no good. He tells 
her he's a doctor and tl1at his wife died some time ago. Of course it all turns out to 
be a pack of Ues. They begin a n?lationshlp but me gets suspiotous ahout hls past 
and wants to know more. He tri~ to pull th e wool over her E'YC~ bY telling her that 
he finds it too pal.n.fUI to talk about his dead wife. He then tells ber some cock-and· 
bull story about needing to pay off a debt and asks her to lend him quite a large 
amount ofmone)~ At the end oflast week's episode she'd just discovered that he'd 
been lYing th rough bls teeth !lis wife i'> alive all the time. They try to steal her 
passport and she catches them re-d-handed . I can't wait to soo "'hat happens 
ronighr! 

a dishonest person 

a fast talker American & 
Australian. informal /"'-
S4)Jl)eone who can talk ln a clever way in 
order to persu.de people to betleve 
somethin{! that ls not true 
a sn~ke in the grass 
Someone who pretends to be your friend 
whUe secretly doing thlng:s to harm you 

be as slippery M an @el 
someone wh(l is as sl.ippen• as an eel 
cannot be U'llStcd 

a bad egg mainzy A!Mrtcan, ._, 
i11[ormal /' 
someone who beht!Ves in a bad or 
dishonest way 

deceiving someone 
···-········-·-, ........... ~········-··--- ··-•f·-···-""-········ 

pull the wool over sb's eyes 
to deceive someone :In order to preven1 
them from knowing what you ure really 
doing 

uke sb for a ride 
to cheat or deceive someone 

pull a fast one illforrrwl .... 
to sueoessl\llly deceive sumeone 

sell sb a bill of goods American ~ 
to make someone belie\•e something that 
Is not true 

dishonest activities 

play dirty informal 
to beha:o.·c dishonestly. especially by 
cheating in a game 

do sth under false pretences 
to do something when you have lied 
about who you are or what you are doing 

be up to no good iriformal 
if someone is up to no cood, they are 
doing something bad 

smell fishy informal 
if asltuation or explanation smells flShY. 
it causes you to think that someone 1s 
being dishon~t 

funny business informal 
dis1ton~t or wrpleasam actions 

telling lies 

lie through your teeth 
to tell someone something that you 
know Is completely false 

a pack of lies 
a ti»ue of lie-sft1rmal 
a story that someone has Invented In 
order to deceive people 

a cock-and·bull story infomwl 
a ston· or explanation which is 
obviously not true 

be economical with the truth .. ' 
/wfll()rous 
to not be completely honest about 
something 

discovering dishonest 
activities 

catch sb red-hAnded 
to disco\'Cl" someone doing something 
that is VtTOJl8 or not legal 
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Happiness and Sadness 
It was 'Maria's 2Jst birthday, a day on which she should bave f~lt on top of the 
wor ld. Instead she was feeling down in the dumps because she had just statted a 
new j ob in a new town, away from her family and friends. As she got out of bed, she 
heard the sound of the post being delivered. Runnblg downstairs. she j tll11pcd for 
Joy when she saw four cnvcloJ>es on the doormat. But w~t she looked cio._--et; her 
heart san k 11s :;he reBii7.<.>d they were bllls, not birthday cards. All da.v at work, she 
went arotmd witll a long face. Even though she WI!$ very happy to be doirlg a job 
she loved so much, she st iU couldn't help fcelirur out of sor ts . However, when she 
got home and opened the front door, there was a sudden shout of'Surpl'lsc!'. and her 
parents and friends appeared carrying presents and bottles of champague. ;\111r i.a 
was O\<er the moon that evel')."'One had made such an effort. and she spent the t'C..<.t 
of the evening on cloud nine. 

being happy 

fe el on top of the world 
be on cloud nine in[omwl 
bo full of the joys of spring British 
& Australian. humorous 
be in seventh h~aven humorous 
to feel \'CIY haPllY ><._ 
jump for joy ,._ 
to be \'ery happy about l:>'Omething good 
that has happened 

be thrilled to bits in/0171Ull 
be over the moon infonnal 
be tfckktd pink old1a.slliorwd 
to be m:tremeh• pleased about ~nmPihing 

be floatingfwalking on air 
to be v~?ry happy and exclted because 
something ... ·ery pleasant ha~ happened 
to you 

like the cat that got the cream 
Brtti.~l ~t: Australian 
like the cat that ate the canary 
American 
anno)•lng other pcopl<.' b}· kloking \'Cry 

pleased with yourscU about something 
good that you ha\'ll done 

making someone happy 

/ 
make sb's day , , 
to make someone very happy 

being sad 

be down in the dumps informal 
to be unhappy 

a long face 
a 'II'Cl'Y sad e:~:pression 

be out of sorts 
to feel slightly ill or slightly unhappy 

a misery guts triformal 
someone who complah\S all the Lime ru1<1 
is ne"-er happy 

be In the doldrums 
to feel sad and lack the energy to do 
an>•thlng 

being disappointed 

sb's heart s inlts 
if someone·s heart s inks, they start to 
feel sad or worried 

making someone upset 

h it sb whero it hurts (most) 
to do something whk h will upm!t 
someonl! as much as possible 

cut sb to the quick old-]ashloned 
to UI)S(lt Gomconc by crlttcizing them 

kick sb In the teeth 
to treat som~ne badly or unfair!~ 
Cl;pecially at a time when they need 
support 
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Health 
I'd been feeling a bit off-colour for a whlle.. I'd b.?en more tired than usual and 
getting lots of headaches, and was geucrally a bit below par. It was worst ill the 
moming. rd get ut> feeling like death warmed up. I looked ill too. My mot her 
commented when she saw me that I was as white as a sheeL Sbe suggested that 1 
take a break and r echarge my batteries. A Yrcek awas from the office did me a 
power of good. I came back ieeling as right as rain! 

feeling ill 

belfee-1 under the weather 
b4l off-colour British & Australian 
to feel ill or less well than usual 

b4l b411ow par 
not be up to par 
to be sli(lhtly ill 

be as side as a dog informal 
to ~ very stck 

be as white as a sheet 
to be very pale. usually b0cause you are m 
be In a bad way Rrittsh & ) / 
~tralian 
to ~ lll. u.n.happy or ina bad state 

like death (warmed up) British & 
Al~straJian 

like death (warmed over) 
American 
if you feel or look Uke death Wllt'med up, 
you feel or look vety ill 

the dreaded lurgy British & 
Australian, humorous 
an illness which is not Sti"iou.c: but 
passes easily from person to person 

a basket case 
someone who is crazy and u.nable to 
organize their life 

be off your rocker informal _ 
be off your trolley humorous 
be as nutty as a fruitcake British & 
Australian, Wormal 
to be crazy 

recovering/being healthy ..•........ _ .......... _,,,_,, ......... -.............................. . 
be as right as rain 
to feel well 

be as fit as a fiddle 
to be very healthy 

recharge yoW" batteries 
to [lffit in order to get back your s trength 
anden.crgy 

be up and about/around 
to be well enotJ.gh to get out of bed and 
move around ..., 

~ 
a clean bill of health 
a statement th:at someOne is healtny 

death 

mental illness ~ pushing up daisies humorous 
···~··-.. -· .. ·····-·······-... -...... _,.._ ........ -.--.. - to oo d911d ... 

not be all there informal 
to be sli,ghtly crazy 

not be right In ttle head 
to be mentally ill 

pop your clogs British. humorous 
to die 

do sb a power of good in.formal 
to make someone feel ID\1Ch better 
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Helping 7 
Jennifer JUtS resigned. She was fed up with continually having to be at Andrew's 
beck and ca ll. 1 de>n"t blame her. actuall~ He ex-pected her to wait on him han d 
and foot - but she washlssccrstal)'. not a slave, and there are limits! "When sh~first 
started to \\"Orl\ here she bent over backwards to do everything as Andrew wanted. 
I suppose she was grateful to him because he helped her get a foot in the door. She 
was such a pleasant person to Juwe s1'0und the office, always lend ing a hand if 
someone had a problem and taking the new girls under her wing. Dut then 
Andrew beRall to make her cover up for bis mistakes, saying that he would give Mr 
a leg up if she wanted pt'Omotion - I think h was a case of you scratch my back 
and 1•11 scratch )'Ours. Well J~nnifer doosn't like being taken for granted and 
when the promotion never happened I guess she got tired cf doing hls dirty work 
for him. 

helping someone more than 
you should 

be at sb's beck and call 
to be :\lways wl.l.llng and ahle tO do what 
someone asks you to do 

wait on sb hand and foot 
to do everytlllng for oomeonc so mat 
they <lo not have to do anything for 
themselves 

do sb's d irty work 
to "o something unpleasant or difficult 
for someone else because they do not 
want to do it themselves 

give/hand sth to sh on a plate X. 
to let someone get something very easily, 
without ha\1ng to work for it 

helping someone succeed in 
their job 
--·~----...... -··--··----·--·-·-··-···--···--··-·····--·-··--·-

get a/your foot in the door Y_ 
to start working at a low level in an 
organization because you want a better 
job in the same Ol(lanizatiou in llio fururc 

give sb a leg up 
to help someone be more successful 

when people need special 
help 
.... . ........ •••.•• ...... ...... ·-···--··. ··~· ........... ............ u ..... ·-· ••••• 

take sb under your wing 
to h elp and pl'Otcct someone, espcciallv 

someone who Is young(!r or has less 
elo:J)eriern:e than you 

go to bat for sb American & 
Australian 
to give help and stwport to someone who 
1s in trouble. often by talking to someone 
else for them 

In sb's hour of ncod 
at a time when someone needs help very 
much 

A friend In ~d (Is a f riend 
indeed). 
something that you say whlcll means 
that someone who gives :YOU help when 
you need it is a really goud friend 

trying very hard to help 

go to/take great pains to do sth 
to make a great eftort to do something 

bend/lean over backwards to do stn \r 
to ny vel'y har<l to do something. 
especially to llclp or please someone else 

fall over yourself to do sth 
to be \1ery eager to do somethmg 

helping someone when they 
help you 

You suatch my bade and I ' ll 
scratch yours . 
somefhing that you say in order to tell 
someone that you wlll help them I! they 
will help you 



' 
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Intelligence and Stupidity 
'Do you remember &!an Hughes? He \\'liS in your class at school.' 
·or ct>UJ".se J do! He used to go to sleep during lessons. Everyone said he had notbing 
~twetln his cars. I don't know why he was uut in our class - he reruJy was out of 
his depth. I remember om.-e he wa.<; askerl to demonstrate an experiment 1n 
chemistn: and he didn't have the faintest idea what to do. He was a rugby playeX" 
as well. wasn't he? All brawn an.d no brains. I suppose.! wondlfr what's happened 
to him nov.;' 
'\Vcll, you'll never guess, bur it turns out that Sean's really Q ulte 11 bri~t spark. I 
found out yester~y he's the brains behind the new computer software company 
that everyone's talking about.' 
·Sean Hughes- a br aln box? 1 don't bcllO\r~ lt!' 

being intelligent 

a brain box Brirish & Australian. 
iriformal 
a vct·y intelligent person 

be as bright as a button British & 
At$o.!Ean 
to be intel.Ugcnt and able to thinkqulckl,v 

a bright ,;park British &Australicm 
an lnteTiigent persou 

be the brains behind sth 
to be the per.-on who plans and 
organl2es soloothing. csp<.daUy 
sometrungsuceessruJ 

a smart alec/aleck i!iformal 
l!OJne(me who is always trying to seem 
more cle"er Utan e"c\-yonc else In <' way 
that is annoying 

knowing about something 

a mine of Information 
a person or a book with a lot of 
l.nformation 

' 
be in the know i1l[ormal 
to know about somethin~ which most 
peopko do not know about 

know your onions British & 
Ausrralitm, humorous 
to know a lot about a pw-tlcUlaJ:" subject 

being stupid 

have nothing between your ears 
ITt[ormal 
to be Stlll)id 

be all brown <1nd no brains 
to be physically strong but not very 
in ball igent 

be as thick as two (short) planks 
RrUish, injormal 
be dead from ttw nec.k up 
humorous 
to be very stupid 

not knowing about 
something 

' ~ 

be out of your depth A 

to not luwe the knowledge, exPerience or 
sk1l.ls to deal with .a particular subject or 
liitlliltron 

not have the faintest (idea) 
to have no knowledge of or oo 
information about something 

the blind leading the blind 
a simation where someone is crying to 
show someone t!lst~ ho\\' to do something 
which they do not know bow to do 
themselves 
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Interest and Boredom _,._ 
Every summer. my oousin Nlck us~ to oome to stay for a month. I didn't look 
forward to it much because he wasn't intere3ted in 11nything I did and he R}y;~ 
oomplalned he was b ored sUff 1n the oountry. J was big on horro-rldlng in those 
days, but horses left hlm oold. and while I was out riding. he ~'ed at home, 
kicking hi ~> heels. t c-.nce a~>ked him what sports he did like, bUt he said he didn't 
go a bundlo on sport alld preferred playing oomputcr gru.nes. One morning at 
breakf!lst, J waa telling my Dad about a lucal rock band whD were looking for a 
gultru.·ist, and J ootice<! that Nick was a U ears. That morning. he went into town 
with his guitar and returned later to say he'd join~ the band. He was champblg at 
the bit with impatlen~ and could hardly wait to start practising. He's now been 
pl.ayins with the band for 11 year and he love<. it. Their music's n ot everyone's cup 
or tea. but they're roally popular wtth the local klds, and they're e\-'Cll thinking of 
making a record. V.'ho knows, Jl;ick might even be famous onl! day! 

being interested in something 

be big on s th )<._ 
to oo \'Cry interested in somcthilu: and 
think that It is .l.rnpoctant 

be all ears infonnal ...._... 
to be very enger to hear what someone is 
going to say 

have a thing about sthlsb in[o,.mal 
to l lk(> som~t.hlng or someone very much 
or to be very interested in them 

being eager to do something 

be champing/chomping at ttle bit 
to be '>'efY keen to start an a<:tiliity or to 
go somewhere 

gcrt-up-and-go 
energy and enthusiasm 

be bright-eyed and bushy-tailed 
hUJIU)TOUS 
to be full of energy and ~a~r todD th.lngs 

not go a bundle on sth BrUish, 
in[onnal 
to not like sometllin.R 

not be sh's cup of tea 
If somronc ot• something is not you.r cup 
of tea. }"OU do not like them or )"OU aro 
not interested in them 

not give a damn in[omUJI 
not care/give a toss British, 
fnfonnal 
to not be interested in or worried llOO\It 
something or someone 

sb's hu rt Isn't In sth 
if someone's heart is not in somethins 
that they are doing, they are not very 
interested in it 

being bored 

be bored stiff 
be bored to death/tears , 
to be very bored 

an eager beaver kick your heels British 
someone who works \'eJ'Y hard and ~ to be forced to walt for a period oftime 
\""ery enthusiastic 

not being interested in 
something 

leave sb cold 
If something le..·wcs you cold, lt docs not 
cause vou to feel any emotion 

be at a loose end Rrit ish & 
Australian 
to ha\'C nothing to do "'-... 
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Liking and not Liking 
rve g<>t four sons and I love them all to bits, altllOUith I must admit I've got a bit 
of a soft spot for the youncest, who's only three a nd very cute. The older two get 
onlfkc a house on Ore. but always see1n to h<m~ lt in for the third. They get Into 
terrible arguments with each other. and it usuallv ends up with one of them saying 
that he hates the other's guts and storming out of the house. It really sets on m.y 
husband's nerves. Still the old~t seems to have taken a shlne to a girl .Ill Ius 
clag:, whtch getl! him out of the houso a bit. She's very q11iet and not especiallY 
prot(.)~ but l suppose there's no acoou.nting for taste. 

liking people 

the apple of sb's ey~ 
the person who someone loves l'llQst and 
ls very proud of 

love sb to bits Informal 
to like or to love someone a lot 

get on like a house on flre 
informal 
if two people get <m like a hnu..o;e on fire, 
they like each other very much and 
become fi'iQllds VelJ' qu.kkly 

.a mutual admiration society 
humcrous 
a situation in whlch two poople express 
a lot of admiratlon fOr each other 

take a shine to sb informal 
to like somwne immediately 

have a soft spot for sb 
to feci a lot of affection for one parllcular 
JM!I"'Son. oftt.'!l wlthuut knowing why 

1M sb's main squeeze American, 
Informal 
to be the person that someone has a 
romantlc or sexual relationship with 

sin.g sb/sth's praises 
to praise someone or something very 
much 

not liking people 

have a downe r on sb British & 
Australian, Informal 
to not like someone 

hate sb's guts informal 
to hate someone 

hav~ it In for sb i.Jz[ormal 
to be determined to harm or crltlclz.c 
somconc 

being annoyed by something 
or someone 

get up sb's nose D"rttish & 
Au.~traliCln, informal 
get on sb's wide lJritish & 
Australian, lriformal 
to annoy somoone 

the bane of your life 
someone or something that 1s always 
causkng problEmtS for you and upsetting 
)'OU 

get/grate on sb·s nerves informal 
to anno)' somt!one. espec~y by doing 
~thing again and again 

sb's pet hata Brilish & Australian 
sb's pet peeve American 
something that you do not like at all 

opinions on what people like 

(It's) d ifferent strokes for 
different folks. mainly American 
something that you say which means 
that different people like or need 
dlffcrcnt things 

each to his/her own >"'­
somcth.in.lt that )'OU say which means 
that it is acceptable ror people to like or 
believe in different things 

One man's meat is another man's 
polson. 
somethinf; that you say which means 
that something one person likes ven· 
much can be something that another 
person does not like at all 

There's no accounting for taste ! 
something that you sa}' when you cannot 
Wldc1·stand why someone likes 
something <If someone 
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Money 
You know the saying, 'A penny saved is a penny earned'. Well. that's all ri.gtlt if 
}'Ou're regularly earning mone)r\ but I'm not I' ve been living .from hand to m outh 
doing temporary work. I've tighten ed m.y belt but I'm a lways In t he red at llle end 
of the month. My latest idea is t o start DlY own business. This requires hard cash 
and I d011't have It l want to start a taxl service to and lfom the airport. I'U need a 
good. reliable car and that will cost an arm and a leg. lniUally, I'd probably just 
break even. but eventually I reckon I'd have a steady job and a steady income. even 
if I didn't make a killing. What I really neetl is wme ready money or perhaps 
someone who has a nB t egg they would like to Invest. Maybe my best hope is to 
win the lottery and strike it rich! 

having a lot of money 

be rolling in it 
to be very rich 

have money to burn 
to have a Jot of moneY and SJ>el\d large 
amounts 

a nest~g )(.. 
an amount of money tJ1at you have 58\'ed 

make a killing informal ,; 
to earn a lot of money very easily 

strike it rich 
to sudden1y become rith 

having no money 

break even 
to not make or lose any money from a 
business 

k~p body and soul together 
to just lx! able to pay for the th.l.ngs that 
you need in order to live 

spending money 

cost an arm or a leg Wormal 
to be •;ery expensive 

not break the bank 
to n« be roo expensive 

ready cashlrnoney 
money that is innuediately a't'ailable to 
spend 

be out of pocket 
to have less money than YO'I should have hard Q5h 

not have two pennies to rub 
together 
to be \'Cry ))()Or 

be in the red ')'( 
to owe moru:y to a baM 

having just enough money 

live (from) hand to mouth 
to have just enough money to live on and 
11othing extra 

tighten yow- belt 
to spend less than you d id before 
'because you luwe lel;1; money 

money in the form of coins or notes 

sayings about money -.. -.-· .. ····-··---··-··-···········-···-············ ... 
A penny saved is a penny earned. 
it i5 v.ise to save money 

be pen.ny·wise and pound-foolish 
to be extremely careful about small 
amounts of money and not careful 
enough about larger amounts 

Money doesn't grow on trees. 
be careful how much money you spend 
because there is only a limlted amount 



Theme panels 4~· 

Power and Authority .. , 
\\'hen Peter goes 3\\":13o' on business. it's Ell~n who calls the shots in the office. Just 
because she has friends in hil:h places. sbe thinks she can nm the show! Rachel 
and I are tha onl)' people who refuse to bow and scrape, but she seems to ha\oe tha 
rest of the offioo in the t>alm of her hand . She's even got Sandy, the supervisor; 
wrapped around her little finger . Rachel says she's far too big for her bo!>ts 
and it's time Peter and the p owers that be were told. rm sure Pt>tcr would be very 
concerned ifheknC\\~ He doesn't like people throwing their weiJ;ht around and 
he certainly wouldn' t want l:illen setting t he agenda. 

being in a position of power 

run the show tnjornw/ 
to be ln char~ of an ol·gantzatlou or an 
activitY 

call the shots/tune _/ 
to be rho person who makes all the 
important ooclslons and who has the 
most power in a situation 

s~ the agenda 
to dedde what subjects ether people 
should doal with in a way that shows you 
have more authority tluln them 

have the upper hand / 
to ha~-e a W''ition of power and control 
over someone else 

showing your power 

throw your weight around 
to beh.a\'C in a way which shows that you 
arc rn()re important ()f powerful than 
other pL"'ple 

flex your musdes ,.. 
to takt> some action til show people how 
powerful you are 

people in powerful positions 

the powers that be 
the people Wb() COUU'Ol th.i.ugs but who 
are nut known 

a b ig cheese hwnorous 
a big gun/nois. informal 
an tmportanl or powerful person in a 
group or organization 

controlling and influencing 
people 
. ·-···-- ........ ·-·' ............ ...-... , ......... ·-~ ................ -..... ,.. .......... ~ 
twist/wrap sb around ~iour little 
finger 
to be able to persuade someone to do 
anything you want. usually because 
they like }'OU so much 

have sb in the palm of your hand 
to have so much control over someone 
that they will do wha~\'ef you waot 
them to do 

have friends in h igh places 
to know impor~ant people wll£> can he{p 
you get what you want 

thinking you are more 
important than you really are 

be too big for your boots informal 
to behave as it you are more lmportmu 
or clever than you really ru-e 

delusions of g randeur '). 
the bcllcf that you are more important 
or powerful tlum you really are 

pleasing people in authority 

bow a nd scrape 
to try too hard to -please someone in a 
po~ition of authority 

do sb's bidding old-fashioned 
to do what someone tells or o.sks )IOU to do --the mover$ and 5hakers lick sb's boots r.;ery iJI[onnal __. 

people who hav& e lot of pow~r a..tltl to try too hllrd to pleBS() someone 
influence imPortant 
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Remembering & Forgetting ~ 
r was sitting 1n the local caft1! waiting form)' friend Jenn}: We'd arranged to meet at 
half past twelve, but it was now one o'clDck and there was still no s1gn of her. I 
wondered if it had slipped her m.lnd. Site was always doing this - making 
arrangements and then forgetting about them. Honestly, she ha<i a memory lJ.ke a 
5ieve! l was Just on the point ofle.av~ when a dark-haired man came in and sat at 
the table next to mine. I knew I had seen llim somev•here before, but I couldn't for 
the life of me think where. ,o\8 I was racking m)' brains trying to remembet: he 
looked round and smiled. 'Ili, Caroline,' he said. 'l haven't seen you in ages. Not 
since college, In fact.' I cast my mllld bock. Of course, it was Jenny's old 
boyfric.nd from college! Now, what was his name'! It was on tbe tip of my tongue 
... Chris, Ulat was lt. Just then, Jenny came ln. She'd obviously been rwuring 
because her face was rOO and she was out of breath. 'Sorry I'm latt>,' she sald. 
~that's alrlgln,' I roplled and smiled. 'I've got a sru'Prise for you. Does the name 
Chris rins tt bt!ll?' 

forgetting be on the tip of your tongue "' 
you know it but cannot Quite remember it 

slip your mind , 
if something slips your mind, you forget remembering about It ....................... _, __ , __ ,_,,_._,_ ........... ,_. 

have a memory like a sieve/an 
e lephant 
to be very bad/good at remembering 
things 

can't for the life of me 
remember/think 
not remember at aU 

l can't put a name to him/her 
not remember somcone's name 

Out of sight. out of mind. 
lf you do uot soo someone or something, 
you forget them 

unable to remember 

your mind goes blank 
you cannot think or anything to say 

trying to remember 

rack yOur brains 
to think very hard 

cast your mind back 
to try to re.mem ber somethine 

come/spring to mind 
to immediately think. of ooru.ething 

bring sb/sth to mind 
to call£Q you to think of someone or 
something 

t a ke a stroll/trip down memory 
lane 
to remember some of the happy thing.l! 
you did ill the past 

in/within living memory 
things that can be remembered by 
people who aro all\re now 

making yourself remember 

commit Sth to memory 
~o m~e yoursclt'rcmembcr sorncthtns 

helping you remember 

ring a bell 
if a name or a phrase rings a bcl1. you 
think you ha\oe heard It before 

jog your memory 
to cause you to 1-emombor somothing 
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Speaking and Conversation x· 
l'd been having lun<:h with my old friend Heather, and we'd been discussing our 
plans for the sumrner and generally chewing the fat, when she suddenly 
anno\tncOO that she and Andrew v.-cre getting married. r was lest for words. 
They'd only knowu each other for three months, and they'd spent very lit!Je time 
together because Andrew went aWI\Y on busin~ a lot. 'Ple.~ don't breat he a 
word of this to anyone,' Heather said. 'We onl>' decided 1two W.ys ago. and we 
haven't told Andrew's parents yet.' 'Don't worT};' I replied. ':\fy lips are ~led.' 

When J got llOmC! that evening, J was very quiet 'Whaf& the matter?' asked Karen, 
my sister. 'Jias the cat got your tougue?' I was dying to tell her the news, but I 
had to btte my tonsuc. 'Come on. out with U!' sho said, and fin.'\lly I told her, but 
1 made her promise to k~p her mouth s hut. 1 should have known that my loud· 
mouthed sister would shoot her mouth olff to alJ her friends. Andrew's familY 
found out the next daY. and now Heath~ lsn''l spcaklng to me. 

talking too much 

loucJ.mouthcd ' 
saying rude or stupid tbings rn a toud 
"'Oice 

shoot your mouth off very informal 
to talk too much, especiallY about 
something }'OU should not talk about ... 

talk the hind legs off a donkey 
British, humt>rous 
to talk a lot 

verbal diarrhoea Jwmorous 
if somoone has verbal dial'rhOI.'a. they 
talk too much 

talking in a friendly way 

not br9athe a word 
to not tell people a secret 

My lips aYe sealed. lmmcroos 
something lhat you say to tell someone 
that you will not tell anyone what they 
have just told you 
Has the cat got your tongue? 
something that you say to someone 
when YO\t are ann<J~ beca~ they will 
not speak 

bite yom tongue 
to stop yourself from saying something 
even if you would like to say it 

keep your mouth shut infomwl 
to keep something sectet 
hold your tongue 
to stop talking 

chew the f at British. infDI'mal shut up like a clam 
to have alongfricndlyeonvcrsation with to suddenly stop talking and refuse- to 
someone 

shoot the breeze American, 
Wormai 
to talk 111 a rglaxed way aoout things that 
are not JmPQrtant 

good at talking 

the gift of the gab 
an ability to speak ea.o;i!y and 
confidently and to persuade pe¢ple to do 
what you want 

not talking 

be lost for words '>-
to be unable to speat< because you are so 
S\U'prised 

sa.y any more 

making someone tell you 
something 
-••n•tn:tt••••tU111flllfi&IIP•uu.• ~•••••·• • t.u .•• u.n-o • ..o. .... ~._._ •• 

Out with it I 
somcUI.lng that you say in order t<J teU 
someonE! t.o say something that they are 
frightened to sa..v 

telling someone to be quiet 

Shut your face/mouttl! t'ery 
injonnal 
Button it! mainly American, 
inj'01-mal 
an impollte way of telling someone to 
stop talking 



4 Theme panels 

Success and Failure '-
We'd managed too get t ickets for the final of the J<~uro~an Cqp and there wss a great 
atmosphere Jn the scadium. Lazio were rld1ng hlgh a!ler their W victory over R~al 
Madrid, but Liverpool were also very strong contenders, having clawed their way 
back from defe-at in their match against Ju\•entu.~. l.azio got off to a flying 10tart 
with a ~;oal in me first five minutes. and fl:om then on the}' went from strength to 
s trength . The Liverpool defenee seeme<l to have gone down the pan. and the third 
goal just before half-titne was another nail in the coflin .. But th.e eame wasn't over 
just yet. Dwin~ the second half. L:uio lost their edge and Liverpool suddenly 
came into their own. WltJt only fiw mJnutes of the game left and the score at3-3, 
it was make or break for LiverJ)ool. ~ds before the Fmal whistle blew, they 
managed to scor-e again and the crowd went w1ld. Liverpool bad won the cup! 

succeeding failing 

be riding high 
tQ be very succe{!5ful 

get off to a flying start 
to besin an activity very sucoessfully 

go from strength to strength 
oo be<xlme more and more successful 

come into your/its own 
t<J be very useM or successM 
particular situation 

make it big in.fbmw.l 

in a 

to become very succ~"Sful or famous 

-fall flat on your/ its face 
to fail or make a mistake in <Ul 
embart'M&ing \Val' 

d ie a death British 
die a natural death American & 
Australian 
to tail and end 

the nAil in sb's/sth's coffin .X: 
an event ,..,i\ich causes the failure or 
something that had already started to 
fail 

a dead dude informal 
pass wtth flying colours 
to oomplete a difl.u:ult activity 
s~y 

something or someone that is not 
very successful or useful 

claw your way back from stil 
to succeed In improving your situation 
by making a •-ery determined effort 

win (sth) hands down 
to win caslly 

leAd the field 

A miss Is as good as a mile. 
sonacthing that you say wh ich means 
thaJt faill.llg to do something when you 
alm ost succeeded is no better than 
fail i.ng >'!rrY badl)r 

losing 
.. ·-·-···~~·-~--. ·-· .. -....................... -·· ............. •··•·· ·-

to be more successful than anyone you be piPPfll atlto the post British & 
are competing against Austrolian 

to be beaten Jn a oompetltlon or race by 

situations when you will a very small amount 

either succeed or fail lose your edge 
..... ··········-······ ............... -............. - ............... to k>~ the. qualities or skiDs that made 
make or break sth / you succ~ful in the past 

to make SOJ!lllthin.g a success or a faUure go off the boil Brltl$11 & Australian 

s.ink or swim 
to fail or succeed 

to become less successM 



Theme panels .) L 4 

Understanding 
1 tum:lly spoke a word or Russian when 1 Clr$t cam~ to Mosoov.~ l"d dona a short 
Russian COW'SC before I Jell. but l'w never been very good at laJ11:Uagcs and most of 
it went over my head. The flrst few weeks af'Wr I arrived were the hardest because 
I d idn' t haY~ a clue what ~le were &a.Ying to mo. and I kept getting lost because 
I couldn't make h ead or tall of the street signs. Thing:; became a lot ea.-tier when 
I got to 5:rlps with the alphabet, and after that I Gt'adually got tbe b Mg of putting 
~nt~nces togethet:. J\-c been llvl.ng here for tbrcc years oow a).)d I'm fairly fluent, 
although I still make mistakes. Last week, a Russian friend and I got our wires 
cross ed: I thought I was meet ing him on Tuesday when he meant Thursday. But 
that sort of thing only happens occasionallY. Before I came here. I never thought 
that languages were particularly important, but li\•ing abroad has certainly 
brou ght hom o to me how u.scl\11 they arc. 

not understanding understanding 

not have a clue iriformal get the hang of stb i.Jiformal "' 
to have no knowlc<lge of 
l.nformatlon about somc:thln~ 

oc no to succ~ in learning how to do 
something after prnctlsiJ18 It 

go over sb's head 
lf a piece of Information goes ov~r 
someone's head. tl!ey do not understand 
it 

can't make h•ad nor/or tail of sth 
to not be able to understand something 
at all 

not know the fint thing about sth 
to not know anything about a particular 
subject 

be as clear as mud hl17Mrous 
to be impossible to understand 

get your fines/wires aossed 
if two people get their lines crossed, they 
do not understand each Other correctly 

corrH!/get to grips with sth ./ 
to make an effort to understand and deal 
with a problem or situation 

bring sth home to sb 
to make someone understand something 
much mere clearly than th~}' d.id before, 
especially something unpleasant 

get your head around sth tntormol 
to be able to understand something 

get the meSAge iriformol 
to understand what someone Is trying to 
tell you e"-en though they are not 
expressing thnmsclves directly 



Exercises 



0 Matching meanings 

What do idioms 1-5 mean? 
Choose the correct meaning 
from the list a - e. 

1 try your hand at a be happy 

2 over the m oon b be nen ous 

3 get the message c to admire 

4 be on tenterhooks d to try 

5 take your hat off to e to understand 

e Put the idiom5 from e"erd5e 1 
into the gaps in the sentences 
below. Remember to use the 
correct fonn of the verbs. 

1 He was ... -.. -··~ ..... _,_,, when his son was born. 

2 There's n o need to keep explaining. We've -·-···---··-··--·-- . 

3 E veryon e in the court ......................... _ as they waited for the 
verdict. 

4 Fire crews do a wonderful job. You really have to 
.................. -·-···-· them. 

5 1 thought I might ... -........................ pottery. 
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0 Idioms for opinions 

Match the remarks on the left 
with the responses on the right. 

1 Dad, I've decided to 
hitchhike to Moscow. 

2 She thinks Tom's 
really handsome. 

3 His money's all gone now 
and he has nowhere to 
live. 

4 I asked her to turn the 
music down and she just 
laughed at me. 

5 She's always telling us to 
help the poo:t: 

0 British and American English 

Some idioms have diffe rent 
fonns in British and American 
English. What is the American 
e quivalent for each of these 
British idioms? 

1 be left holding the baby 

2 have gre€n fmgers 

3 throw a spanner in the works 

4 be all fingers and thumbs 

5 blow your own tr umpet 

4:,-: Exercises 

a He's made his bed and / 
he'll h ave to lie on it. )':. 

b vVell, it's about time she 
put her money where her • 
mouth is. 

c Over my dead body! 

d Oh well, beauty is in the 
eye ofthe beholder. 

e She'll be laughing on the 
other side of her face when .. 
I tel1 her father. 
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Exeroses 4 'J 

0 Idioms using parts of the body 

In these idioms, the missing 
word in the idiom is a part of the 
body. Fill in the missing w ords. 

1 To get to the bouse, turn left by the church and follow your 
····-······-.. ····-····... / 

2 I don't know why I bother giving her advice. I t goes in one ,./ 
........ -·-······-·-··· and out the other. 

3 He's been on several TV shows. shooting his ............................ . 
off about the royal family. 

4 Peter and I got off on the wrong ···-·-·-···-·· .. ······· because of a 
silly disagreement over who should make the coffee. 't 

5 We were really busy, but Stefan didn't lift a ----·--·-- to 
help. 

Q Comparisons: As ~· as ·-

These sentences contain 
comparisons using as (+ adD as 
(+ noun). Fill in the missing 
words. 

1 Chain your bike to the r ailings. It'll be as safe as 

Uoo-o o•lo ••-·· •~••-••••••• • 

2 When he saw the gun he turned as white as a .......... _____ ........ _ . 
, 

3-It hasn't rained for weeks. The soil is as .. - --.. ~ ............... _. as a 
bone. 

4 The children have been as good as ............................. this 
morning. ,.. X 

5 I've mended this chair. It's as .................... _ .. , .... a s a rock n ow. 

r 
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0 Prepositions 

Choose the correct preposition 
from the box to fill in the gaps in 
the sentences below. 

from with at 
about for 

4:9 Exercises 

1 She t ips the scales · ·-·-·-·~~······- an enormous 310 pounds. <. 
2 They are waiting to get the green light ...... .. .......... .. _ ... the 

surveyor before they begin building work. 

3 The company made a pitch .................... _ .... .. a multi-million 
dollar contract. 

4 He was bending my ear ··-··-- -.. ···········- the importance of good 
grammar. 

5 Aggressive behaviour goes hand in hand ............................. low >( 
self-esteem. 

0 Similes: verb + like + noun 

These sentences contain verb 
comparisons using a verb + like 
+ noun. Fill in the missing words. 

1 When England lost the World Cup he ...... ....................... like a / 
baby. 

2 Make sure you cook plenty of food. Derek ....... _ .................... like X 
a hor se. 

3 After all that fresh a ir, I'll sleep like a ···---···---- -- tonight. > 
4 When he gets angt)~ he sweat-s like a ...................... -... - . < 

5 Her speech was long and boring. It ·-- ·- ·-·-·--.. - --· like a lead 
balloon. 
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Exerc1ses 4·. •.' 

0 Compounds 

Choose the correct idiomatic 
compound from the box to fill in 
the gaps in the sentences below. 

dark horse sour grapes Achilles heel 
red tape fat cats 

1 Workers are losing their jobs while the -··--···· .. -·-·-·· who 
run the company are getting richer: 

2 Stuart's getting married? He's a ,_,_ .. _ ................. - I never even 
knew he had a girlfriend. 

3 He was a gifted businessman. but greed was his ,_ .......................... . 

4 If I critici7..e her book, people will think it's just .-......................... . 

5 There's so much ....... ~ ........ ___ ... involved in getting a visa. 

G) Collocations 

Choose a suitable word from the 
lists on the right to fill in the 
gaps in the sentences below. 

1 Consumers are bringing _ .......... - .... ·-· 
to bear on food manufacturers to 
provide clear labelling. 

2 He made no bones about his ··-·- ·-··-·----··· 
over their failure to keep him informed. 

3 I prefer my ............................. to be off 
the record. 

4 I think ............................. h it the nail on 
tile head. 

s I'm up to my eyes in ............................. at 
the moment. 

hope/pressure/ 
weight 

anger/ plans/ 
decisions 

comments/ 
writing! 
photographs 

hammers/ 
problems/ John 

work/food/ 
happiness 
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4C Exercises 

G Grammar 

Fill in the gaps in these 
sentences with the cor~ form 
of the verb on the right. 

1 Don't break your back -··-·····--·-·······-··· all 
the housework. 

2 There are so few people here, I have 
half a mind .................... -.. -... the meeting. 

3 We pulled out all the stops ........................... .. 
it the best party he'd ever had. 

4 I wouldn't dream of ... -...................... _ your work. 

5 We came within an ace of ............................. the 
game. 

G Theme: good times/problems 

Which of these people are 
having a good time. and which 
are having problems? 

1 Jenny's having a whale of a time in Corlu. 

2 The whole family is going through the mill at 
the moment 

3 Peter is discovering that marriage isn't all 
moonlight and roses. 

4 Joe's like a dog v..ith two tails. 

5 I'm only forty and I'm on the scrap heap 
already. 

finish 

cancel / 

make I< 

criticize 

win ,r... 

........... -.-... -........ X 
/ 

.. .... - .............. - X 
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Exercises 4b2 

e Opposites 

The entries for the idioms on the right all show their 
opposites too. Use the opposites to fill in the gaps in 
these sentences. Remember to use the correct form of 
the verbs and the words like sb, sth, your. 

1 I wish those journalists would get on sb's case '-f 

2 You ncccl to be ····-· ·····-·~·-· ·-··· to slow on the uptake 
succeed in this job. 

3 Could you get the children get in sb's hair "">< 
·-···················-·- · for an hour or so? 

4 I wish she would---- ·-··-·-··--·-·- and get on your high horse -
listen to our opinions. 

S The world must ·······-·- ···········-··· the 
horror of famine. 

close your eyes to '-

4D Other languages used in English id ioms 

Choose one of the phrases from the box to fill in the 
gaps in the sentences below. 

je ne sais quoi compos mentis acl nauseam 
au fait laissez faire 

I 
/ 

1 He went on ·-··-·-···········-- about the importance of a sense of 
duty. 

2 A sprinkling of herbs will give your sauce a certain 

3 She has a fairly ·················-······-· attitude towards disciplining 
the children . 

4 I'm not really ····--············-······ with the new computer system 
yet . 

5 He wasn't exactly ............................ when he wrote that letter. 
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e Idioms using 'ball' 

These sentences can be 
completed with an idiom 
containing the word 'ball' . 
Fill in the gaps. 

-if_·_; Exercises 

1 rve made them an offer for their house ... ~.-...... -... -........ . 

·-··-··-··-···-····-····-- ·-···-··--··-· ....... -.... - ...... .... ---··--···--··- ·- .. ,.___._ ....... -................ no\\: 

2 \'Vhy don't you come to the seaside with us? We'll 

..... ouoo-oo.oooo o...,o o•..,•••• • • ,_,,, .. , , , ... ..,._uuooo-o ono ••-•• u•• ••••-• •- •ooO...o- 0 

3 I've done a lot of teaching, but running a school was 

4 You have to be really ............ -....... - ................................ .. 

.................... ......... to be a pilot 

5 I want ever yone to be involved in the project. so I'm 

organis ing a meeting to ..... _ ...................... ......... - ................ . 

G) Same idiom, different form 

In some idioms, different words can be used with the 
same meaning. Find another word which can be used 
for each of the words underlined. 

1 I could do that with one &.m tied behind my back. 

2 We can make our own decisions without you 
putting your oar in. 

3 He ate the \Vhole pie in one sitting. 

4 £1, 000 is not to be sn iffed al 

5 We had a few teething problems when the new 
computer s were installed. 
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Exercises 4·'<-1 

• Theme: anger 

These sentences contain idioms 
connected with anger. Fill in the 
gaps. 

1 Tempers .......... ,_ .. _"'"'"'" when the flight was delayed another 
two hours. 

2 Chris and Joe got so angry I was worried they would 
__ .... _______ , ....... blows. 

3 Nancy will .... --------·-- ballistic if she sees what you've 
done. 

4 Who's been rattling J eremy's ·-·----·---·-·----.. -? 

5 The way they treat those dogs really makes my .......................... .. 
boil. 

G) Idioms containing pairs of words 

These sentences have idioms 
which all contain pairs of words. 
Match up the pairs on the right 
to fill in the gaps. 

1 He beat me until I was .......................... .. 
and -----------~---- . 

2 The other children made fun of 
her .... _..,_ ............. - and - ................... - ..... . 

3 All I can offer you is ----·-----·--·-
and ................ _______ . . 

4 Make sure you leave the room 
............................ and __ ,, ........... _ ........ . 

5 Despite the other team's protests. 
we beat them .................. _ ..... .. 
a.Ild .............................. . 

tea graces 

black span 

fair sympathy 

airs square 

spick blue 
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4 t:', Exercises 

G Idioms to describe people 

These people have all applied for 
a job. Which ones would you like 
to interview, and why? 

Name Description Interview? ./ or X Why? 

1 Ann a square peg in a suitable 
round hole unsuitable 

2 Jim as honest as the honest 
day is long dishonest 

3 Sue many strings to different skills 
her bow puts her 

family first 

4 Bob gets people's is popular .,./ 

backs up annoys people 

5 Julie a couple of clever 
/-? sandwjches short s tupid 

of a picnic 
, 

Ci) Idioms about behaviour 

Match the remark on the left 
with the response on the right. 

1 Your schoolwork has been 
gett.ing worse and worse. 

2 It's about time Hugo 
grew up. 

3 They've smashed Percy's 
greenhouse with their 
football 

Y. 
a I wouldn't l ike to be in x' 

their shoes when he f"mds , 
out! 

b He'd give you the shirt off 
his back. 

c lt's about time you pulled 
your socks up. 

4 Ray's such a generous man. d You can bet your boots Sue 
won't have done it. 

5 I suppose I'll have to do 
all the housework. 

e He's really tied to his 
mother 's apron strings. 
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Answer Key 



I 

Answer Key tl68 

0 
1 d 
2a 
3 e 
4b 
5 c 

0 
1 be left holding 

the bag 
2 have a green 

thumb 
3 throw a monkey 

wrench in the 
works 

4 be all thumbs 
5 blow your own 

horn 

• 1 at 
2 from 
3 for 
4 about 
5 with 

1 pressm·e 
2 anger 
3 comments 
4 John 
5 work 

0 
1 over the moon 
2 got the message 
3 was on 

tenterhooks 
4 take your hat 

off to 
5 try my hand at 

• 1 nose 
2 ear 
3 mouth 
4 foot 
5 flnger 

0 
1 cried 
2 eats 
3 log/top 
4 trooper 
5 wentdown 

1 fmishing 
2 to cancel 
3 to make 
4 criticizing 
5 winning 

0 
1 c 
2d 
3a 
4e 
5b 

1 houses 
2 sheet 
3 dry 
4 gold 
5 solid 

0 
1 fat cats 
2 dark h orse 
3 Achilles heel 
4 sour grapes 
5 red tape 

1 good time 
2 problems 
3 problems 
4 good time 
5 problems 



.:r).< Answer Key 

G) • • 1 get off my case 1 adnauscam 1 The ball's in 
2 quick on the 2 jc ne sais quoi their court 

uptake 3 laissez faire 2 have a ball 
3 out of my hair 4 aufait 3 a whole new 
4 get off her high 5 compos mentis ball game 

horse 4 on the ball 
5 open its eyes to 5 set the ball 

4D • 
rolling 

• 1 hand 1 frayed 1 black and blue 
2 sticking 2 come to 2 airs and graces 
3 at 3 go 3 teaand 
4 sneezed 4 cage sympathy 
5 troubles 5 blood 4 spick and span 

5 fair and square 

1 no. unsu itable 1 c 
2 yes, honest 2 e 
3 yes. different 3 a 

skills 4 b 
4 no. annoys 5 d 

people 
5 no, stupid 





471 AGE 

How to use the index 

To fltld an idiom in the inde ll. look under any important word in the idiom. The word the 
id iom i$ 1is1ed under in the main part of the book will be in dark type: 

the bare bones (bare is the keyword. so the entry is at 'bare') 
get off to a flying start (flying is the keyword. so the entry is at 'flying') 

Idioms are not usually listed In the index under v.10rds like 'a', 'the', 'all', 'these'. 'where' oc 
'nO', exCept ~n the w hole idiom is made of such words, e.g. be all in, be out of it. 

Whete British and American idioms have diHerent spelli09s. e.g. take C!!ntre st~e 

{8ritlstll/take center- stage (American), the idiom Is at the British keyword, but if you look up 
t he American ~~lling in the Index you will find ill reference to the Btitish speiUng. 

A 
from A IQZ 
sevsofrom A to 8 

ABOUT 
About time too! 
abouvaround sb'$ eaN 
nbout ton >'<>Ur PC'..,.nn 
M aboUt·fu e 
be uP andabouttarouncl 
Tell me aboulll! 

ABOVE 
above and be>oond stll 
be u ut ;~oovesth!sb 
be abo\~ board 
head !Uid $houldel'$ •bove (the 
othcr$/thc me etc.) 

o\-er and aho\-e 
ABSENCE 
l\ b&moe IJI1Ikrs the heart grow 
f"on<W: 

be COD$plcuOWI by yOur 
ahsenoe 

ACADEME 
thl' ~rroves of" ac&dmle 

A CaPT 
llocept/'-'tc sth ~s SOSPI'l 
(tnM) 

ACODENJ 
8 h8PP)' accident 
an accident wa.lllng to happen 
lllOre by aoci!knt than (b)•) 
destgn 

(wmther) by aec:ldent or 
desisn 

ACClDENJAUY 
.ted dentally on purpose 

ACODENJS 
accidmts wlllhawen 
be a chapter or aeci4eoU 

ACCOMPliSHED 
ml$$ion OIOCOmplished 

ACCORD 
of your own accord 

ACCORDING 
cut )'Our cloth sccon!tns to 
yournm:uu 

cut your coat s.ooord.lng to}'Our 
c lvlh 

ACCOUNT 
be brought/called to 
&CC:OWll 

on no account nu.Jttts:hoolll $b 
doJth 

onsb'sotcCOWit 
onyourown8ccount 
take a ccowuor stll/sb 
tako slh/$b i.nto accoqnt 
wnlluse slh to good aoeount 

ACCOUNJJNG 
There's no l!CCOontlog for 

lll$tcl 
A .a 
llll ace tn the hole 
be within an ace of sth/doinl 
sth:-come w1lhln an ace or 
slhldolns .<th 

oomewithi.nanaoe()( 
$tbldoll\g Slll 
~~ M u 011 I.IJ)yOur 61eCV~~ 
Pla.Y )'Our ac:e 

A as 
h<l\'tltltold all tlu~ a~a 

AOUUES 
an Ad\Ulea' heel 

AOC 
;'Ill acid 11::$1 

ACORNS 
GrtWMighly o;tk.s from little 
IKQnU~ 

AO!OSS 
aci"'S$lhe board 

ACT 
a b:lltlndngljuSSlinl; aa 
.<>.ct your ag~ 
acvpl3y the roo! 
acttp~ 1M goat 
be a ba£dltough 1\.Ct to follow 
carcll sb .in the act 
clean up your ace 
get in on the a ct 
.. ~~ )'OUt' act tctethcr 
r=d (&b) the riot .:t 

ACTION 
B ptec:elsllcoor the:lctloo 
oo all talk (and no action) 
be out ot actlon 
fight 8 roari(Ua.rd ac:Uon 
putsboutot actloo:uebeout 
of a ctinn 

put ~th out of nctlon: wo; be: out 
of action 

ActiONS 
Actlons$.PC81kloud~rthan 
1\'0rd$. 

ACTMTY 
extracurrlcnlar activity 

AOAM 
not know &b from Adam 

ADAMS 
sweet Fanny Adams 

AOD 
lldd fu,.l to the firetlhm~& 
add insult to ul)ury 

AOMIRAJION 
a muhuuadmiration soc:iety 

ADO 
much •do "bout nothing 
without furth~r t ruot·e ado 

ADVOCATE 
play OOrll's 8dvocare 

AFORETHOUGHT 
with malloe a!oretbo\12ht 

AFRAID 
be .u-1'1\id or yourQwTJ 
Wdow 

AFTER 
afli:t a fa., hlon 
be after sb's blood 
be out for/aflllt'sb's ~o'CIIlp 

AGAIN 
Comeqain? 
1!\'ery now and ag.s.ln/~ 

AGAINST 
ap.i.nN all odds 
agall '!St (all) tM odds 
be up against sth/sb 

AG£ 
Act ygur ;q;c! 



;)I the ripe olll <ttl~) of 5r.h; ~ 
b\~ 10 a rlpe old age 

c;omo of ax~ 
In Uti~ day snd a~ 
live to a riPe oW <18¢ 
~or acertatn aJ~e 

AGENDA 
a hidden &.~:enda 
at lhe top of tW~b·~ s.geuds 
bish on th~tsb'& QBl'nda 
fflf lhelsb's agenda:s.reon 

thl:/sb'& llaenda 
on the/9b's agenda 
$1!t the aa~11da 

AGE!IIT 
a treeseent 

AGO 
!liMY moons ago 

AGONY 
pile on lhe agony 

AH 
u l1\..8bd alt 

AHEAD 
ooaheadof theEaiUe 
Ill! 3111!3d or 'the p3Ck 
be one mv M<:ad 
oo str~tfi atwad 
full 911'.:nn ahesd 
keep/ stB.Y one slap ahead: ~e 
beone~tepahead 

AID 
V.'hat'ssth in rud of? 

AIM 
llirnlhlt below the tMIJt ~be 
oolow the belt 

AlA 
a breath of fresh air 
s ntpin lhealr 
sir )vur d irt)' Wlndr)I/Hne., 
in public 

bcfloatln(:i9.'Slklngon.a1r 
be In t!x>atr 
be left hsneins (in theairtln 
midair) 

be up In thealr 
CJ&lltll'< in thl' alr 
clear the Ri~ 
l'l'o1n lh1n alr 
h<tvc yow· nose 1.n tl\e air:~ 
wltlt your n ose in the air 

hotalr 
oot of l hln :'llr 
plucks.lhoutof thea.lr 
wlth )'Our n o&e in the alr 

AIRS 
all'S and grace~ 

AIRY-FAIRY 
aJry-ratry 

A15LE5 
beroWn~rintheal!l~stt 
l.tave sb a'Olll.ugJn U1e 
Ill$)~ 

ha\•e sb rollin~: in. the aisles 
AI.ADDIH 
MAlnddin'&~ 

AI.MM 
a fa l,;.e alsnn 
ru~nll bruJ5 sti\Cl lO ring:­
soet {the) alal·m bells r tng:\t\1: 

l:lnt::lsound lllllriD bcl.l$:$0~·£ct 
(me) alarm bellsrl111:lng 
~~ (lhe) ;.harm bclb rinsin~ 

ALBATROSS 
albatross a.roWldtround }'llU.l' 

n~ 
ALEC 
n ~mart ;llcc/llledl 

ALECK 
;um:trt:llcc/algek 

ALERT 
be on fulllri'd alert 
bl' pur on ful.l!t·ed alett see be 
on full/red alert 

AliKE 
Gr-Mt lll1nds (think llllkc). 
Share and &hare allk<?. 

AUVE 
bl)aliw.,nd klcl<inll 
be allw IUld well 
bulh'e with sth 
c.>hbldtve 
Bklnm.llli<'~ 

ALL 
a bll of all r ight 
alleyesareon sb/sth 
au fi\JM bluing 
all bandsonded.< 
aD hands to the -pump~ 
all in <ill 
all is sweetni!SS Bltd bl!hl: see 
b~ all $Weetll<:.'\.~ :11~ light 
(all)oo~'OUrown 

all or notlllllg 
(atl)olher ~ belngeqtr.ll 
llll~ut: Jregoall QUt 
all ovel' tbe place 
:oll·xl ngln~;, aiJ~I.:m,;lnS 
all systems go 
Allth;lt gllsten~gilller51s not 
gold. 

All tMt gll$!trS is not gold . 
(all) lhe world and his wile 
all tbtngs ~equal 
all told 
All work andn.o play (makes 
.laL'l< a dull bo~·). 

An·s ratr Jn Jove and war. 
an all-rounder 
and lillthat,laz.:z 
at allhours (oi tl~ed:eysnd 
nl.!:ht> 

at allhours(of 1hP-nlght) 
beall31sea 
be all done in 
b.? a)J dr6sed up IU!dlwlth 
nowh<!t't to go 

be all~ 
bllalley~ 
b<: all rtnger5 anll thumbs 
be an 114"art 

bl'alli.D 
be au 1n a ctay·~ 14'<1'l1< 

be all in the!)'ow-mind 
beaU mouth 
bc all momb and (no) tro\160?rs 
be(all}of aptt'<:e 
be all o•'i!r&b 
be all <l"'erthelot 
be all 0'.'<'!1." U\esllop 
be llli swcclnC$SIU1dlisht 
bealltalk(and noacUon) 
be all th-e raat' 
be an things to aU men 
boal1thumbs 
be all ve:ry well 
be all well and JOOOd 
be all wet 
be '~(fasVhotfthln c:tc.)O\$ all 
gel. OUt 

be (fiiStct"thotter tlhinntlr etc:.] 
than all gel out~be ru 
lll'l.~tlhollthln (.-IC.) $ all ~<1 
out 

oo l~g all the wsy to the 
blink 

blow Eth out of (1'.11) 
l>f'OJ)Ortl.on 

come one. come all 
co\<l't lllJ tho bases 
for all Scb cares 
(c(' all sb lm~ 
v.iw It )-our all 
gl\~ }'OW' all 
so all out 
I'\-e neve•· ltelllheard/seen 
etc.] sUt In 3:11 m.Y (bor n) d:OlfS! 

I! all elsa flills 
ln:OII but name 
U'U all c:xJ<Tle ou t in thewa.<h. 
It'll (all~end in tears. 
IL'S.ali{:O-
It's :Ill Gn:cl\10 m l). 
It's all one 10 me. 
If$ s ll (that)sbcan dotodosth 
It'~ all the ssme to rue. 
ITIIU<c all tbc diffcroll(c 
not oo all beex· and sklrtles 
not be:slt run :.nd~,;:nntS 
nol be ;ill ifscrncl<oo uptobe 
!10{ be all there 
oneeand rorall 
on e andall 
'l'haL bea tull! 
T11at'r. aD she wrout. 
Th:ln all )'OU nC>Cd! 
That'ssb all over! 
the mothe1· o( all sth 
till .all hcuN (or U1e nlt;hl):.s« 
atallhcurs(of Uletti2hO 

tocap/crownttop llall 
to top it:lJI 
to tOP It all orr 
touct\ SU!he t>IL«e~ 
wart., artd ill! 
when all is sald Bl!d done 



would not do stll for all tht> tt>a 
inChlm1 

You call't wtn 'em all. 
All·DANCING 
all·si.JliP.ng. llll·diilnWIS 

ALLEY 
a blind alley 
bG{right) down SlfS :l,llcy 
be (tight) up sb's alley 

ALLOW 
~0\V/gl\oe sb (a) t:n!e rem 
!lllowil!l"'*~llo e;,) cr ...... rein 
allowtgi\oe sth full play 

ALONE 
GO It alone 
]OOW! W(IU alone 
l~~:~•x: wC'II enour;h al<lne 
leao."et lt!t well alone: 
le<swdlet well enough alone 
Man t<~nnot Jh·c by ll~t\d 
alone. 

AlONG 
all alon2 the line 
ul~>ng the lin~ or ~ll1 
along tile way 
alo»(: those IJues 

All'AR 
\lesacrlf'U::tdon OW!aU.aror 
lith 

ALTOGU'H£R 
in the altoxcthcr 

AMBER 
nn iUilber sarnblcr 

AMiiULANCii 
anl!lllbulancedulser 

AMENDMENT 
I take/plead the Fifth 
(Amendment) 

AMERICAN 
he 111; Ames1can as apple pie 

AMI 55 
not come amlss 
l\01 (;0 :amlS$ 

AHA.LYSIS 
ln the fu\:11 analyats 

AND 
And how! 
:~n<l no messing 
aod that's !hat' 

ANDS 
no US, 31lds or bUI~ 

ANGEl 
a fall«~n angel 

ANGELS 
be on th., side of the angeh 
Fools rusb in (when: tinsels 
l~ar to b-ead). 

ANIMAl 
a P"rty :mlnll>l 

ANOlli£1\ 
a borse of anotl\1!1'/a dtm!n>nt 
color 

another bltP nt tiM! cherry: se. 
a bitt' ot the cherry 

allOiber ll.8.ll m the comn 
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another acrt.na to ~-our bow 
be another/a dlfrfmmtkettle 
off'!Sh 

beanother/01\E ofllf~·s.~reat 
tn)'~lrlie~ 

be In another world 
be(}h'i"~;)on ilJI<>Ihcr tl.lanet 
bul that'S.1l.ll<lll~rf;tOt')' 
If It's ootonPthinf! it's 
anothc:r! 

It's (just) QUe thine after 
anothll~! 

live to fight anothl•r WI. I' 
one way 0!' another 
Tell me a.nothcr(orl!l)! 
TomoiTOw's Mother dn,.~ 

ANSWCR 
an~wcr th<!~·:m (I( nature 
hs'-a a !«lt to ano>wer for 
no1takeno Cor :lll3lliWt>r 
sb'o>llflSWl1r to tib/~h 
the answer to sb'G pray€'I'8 

ANTE 
rabetup tile ante 

ANTS 
havea.ntsin your pao1s 

ANY 
any wa.v )"'U sUce lt 

ANYBODY 
anybody who JJI an~·body 
be MYbo(\)"S gttCS.S 

ANYTHING 
If you belle"e thai. >'<>u'll 
bchm•e AnYihUl&! 

not rlo anythiruvtbi~ b)' 
h;&Jw.s 

APART 
be poles spsrt 
be world51\Pilrt 

APE 
b"' l)p(! 

APESHIT 
go apeshit! see go ape 

APOlOGY 
be an apology for 5th 

APPEARANCE$ 
keop Wm>I)Cru'WI~s 

APPETITE 
what Eb'sQJ>petiu: 

APPU: see also APPLES 
a bad/rotten apple 
An applt- a d.a~· keep~ the 
dOCI(lt Ql'la}! 
b~rus American asaptlle ple 
be l.llappt~ple ordet­
lhecapplc of ~tl's cyt~ 

APPLECART 
npstrt the applecart 

APPLES 
uppl•·•~ur.tns<=:< 
How doYQU It~ !hem appl~! 
Stu:.1l be npph:-:s. 
She's ;applt"-

APPftOACH 
a 60fi.IS, softly approach 

ARSE 

APRON 
be tied 10 l'OW' mothe.r'5apron 
;<I rinGS 

AREA 
a disa>ter m·ea 
asray~soo .. greyarea 
:l grey :u-ea 

ARG1J£ 
;u;;uctbctoss 

ARGY·BA.RGY 
l\Til)'·hRI'EY 

ARK 
l>eo~tt<>f lhe;.rk 
went/hadeoneout with tho 
ark 

ARM sec ;,/so ARMS 
a list M Ions M your arm 
a ~hot In the .snn 
ch3nce your arm 
oo& (6b}an ann and ales 
OOitkii.IOath wu.h on-e 
annlhand dod bcll.ind thelr 
bade 

)loldtl..wp w at acm'& ~1h 
put U1earmonsb 
th11 lonlri\ClTI of the l~ow 
twi$it sb~ grm 
would e:i\'e thein'i&bt uro 

ARMED 
be nrmcd to th9 ceell1 

A .RMOR 
a c.h.lnk in w·sarmor 
a knight lnshmin{:armor 

ARMOUR 
1tc::b.ink int'b~<~nnour 
aknlghtlnshlningarmour 

ARMPIT 
oo th~armplt of thl' 
worW!un 1\'erse 

ARMS 
b~ up In Ol'm~ 
grwt/ waloom11sb/!ith widl 
openm·ms 

AROUND 
abDuttaround Gb's ears 
nrouncl lltc come.· 
around!r«lund th11 cloek 
tle up and abouttsround 
ha'-c bcc-.naround(a bit) 

ARROW 
a stra11!ht arrow 

ARROWS 
til& sl.lrulS ana amw.•s {of 
outrageous fonune) 

ARSE 
n kick up tlle~n~lbad<«ide 
arse about face 
arse-licl\cr/kl:;..~r; .Y.'t' 

ld!is.lllck sb'~ arse. 
a.r~e 0\lt!'r ti.p 
arsc 0\'l!r tit 
be;; pain 1n U.e ars~b:lrk!llde 
be (ri~;ht) up sb'::ntr$0 
bore thelln?eoff ab 
bU6t )'OUC 8J'OO 



can'tteli}'Gur IIIW from }'our 
elbow 

eetoff yourarse 
gel youra~e In cear 
h nve }'OtlC he.•il (stuck) up 
yoursr~ 

KiSiilll)'~ 

klsYllck sb"saNe 
Licl! my RCS\'! 
~lo\<e!Shil't )'GUT~: 
.lrlyQ11ir! 
norknow}·our~fromyo\tc 

~· Plz's ansel 
SltOVe/St1ck stl1 up )'<>l.U' arse 
sit on your arsi! 
talk out or )Y>ur :n~ 
talk thro\lah yoW' arst! 
tlllllk the sun shines oUI (of) 
st> s v.r,;~/bacllsl <1<: 

work your arselbacksid~ 
orr 

ARSEO 
CSit't be arse4 

ART 
haw sUI down to a fine art 
w.., sth ofr w a 6nt> sn 

ARTICLE 
an artlcl(' of faith 

ARTSY·FA.RTSY 
an&y·farl$)": ro1 a rty·fart:r 

ARTY·FARTY 
arty-!arty 

AS 
a.~ ;lnd Whet\ 

QS if there Wt\SfWi:N. DO 

tomon·ow 
as ls 
asitCODli.'S 
ultsrands 

ASHES 
ral<t> o~w tht> ashes 
sacl«:loth and ashes 

ASK 
a blgask 
w forl t 
ask(sh) fbraralncheck:.ro? 
fllt<'lk~a rain d.eck 

Mklcryfor the moon 
Don't ask 11\8. 

I ask)IOu! 
Wdl m<'ly yuu ;,sk: 
You may'l'.•eU ask! 

ASKIN<; 
be aslliog for trouble 
be sb'5 for rlH! aslc!n£ 

ASLEEP 
be lU'(e<>p :U the s-witch 
faJltu;l~patlhe5\,Lich:=be 
asleep at rheswirch 

ASPERSIONS 
C'3!tt a6J)erslons on sb/slh 

ASS ~ l>.lro ARSI! 
as.s~ls..<41r. -kiss(sb~"s.s 
asso,wt..acuptteakEttla 

be a palil in the ~fbutt 
be on sb'$ A-4ll 

boretbP-assoff sb 
b~tyOUI'3$' 
bust rourawballs 
~he>.~.· sb's as~ (oul) 
oover )'Our ass 
geub'sass 
h <Wl ll&$ 

kiC:il (5b'5) ass 
kl'l'(~b:~)US 
make an a5S of yoursclf 
sb'sas~ ilion the line 
work }'Our a..<.Sibuct olf 
You bel )'()Ur {sweet) ass! 

ASTRAY 
a-1 ~Stl'l\)· 

AT 
ataplncll 
at.>prlcc 
at a push 
at all costs 
at any pl'ICil 
st cro&S·purposes 
at Sb'selb(•w 
at 5b's llocls 
at tM cb alk.faCE 
at rlH! coaltace 
at tOO double 
a1 t:M elld or d1e day 
3I }'OUr fingertip$ 
bi!allatse8 
be <~.till~ end 
bi!ata lo55 
IX< at e:acJa olher·s t hroats 
beat home 
bi!arlt 
be at loggerheaW. 
be at luosocnd"' 
bi!atodds 
best odct. wlth s:th 
bealone 
bi!at pain! tocto sth 
beat sea 
bi!at lhunErcy ot slh/sb 
be .,t/OOhllll:l the w ho:el 

ATE 
IJiu~ th.e cat lh.'ll ~ th.e 
ca:.n.ary 

ATMOSPHI!R£ 
you rouJd eut tbe alli:I06ph et:e 
with a knll~ 

ATTACHED 
no £trlng:s (altacbed.} 
with ldrings (;ott;tchcdl: :!<IIllO 
st rlnJtS (attached) 

AUTHORITY 
have U nn flood authority 

AUTOMAnc 
on automatic pilot 

AUTOPILOT 
on au1opilot: se>e on autom11tic 
p ilot 

AUTUMN 
autumn >-ears 

AVANT-GARD£ 
avant-garde: seethe avant· 
KSI~ 

lhe B\'lUlt•g:arde 
AVERAGE$ 
the law ot lWerages 

A\1010 
avoid sb/slh Uke the piall'UJI 

AWAKENING 
a rnd•IHJ.walwninll 

AWAY 
be far und aw~ the 
(beWareatesvwor5tctcJ 

oo li!;ht )-tar~nwey 
be Ut:bt >~arsawa,y ftom sth 

AWKWARD 
an awkward clllW.Illu 

AXE 
be Rtven the axe 
g<Jt u ... axe 
hBVIl an a.-.:e to grind 

B 
!!Ctlso from A to D 

BABE 
a. babe in th.e woods 

BABES 
Out of lhemouthsot babes 
(and sucl:linJt$). 

8A8Y 
a baby boom« 
be i\S~'Y il8t:l.klngcandy 
from a ba.b~· 

be lcf\ holding the b.~by 
be hlw takine caney from a 
~lacy 

cry likt> a baby 
!he baby blues 
throw thE! baby out 1"'lh tlu: 
hath w:tt~r 

BACK see also BACXEO, BACX· 
lNG 
a bacl\-handoo compliment 
a mookey oo sb's back 
a pat oil the back 
uJap on !he bsck 
<~.slob irlthe b.wk:$Nstabsb 
In !he back 

at t!W back (I( yourm.llld 
aVin !he back of be}'Ond 
bac:k Sl\d torlh 
bsck·lloor: .!>!\! by tl.brout:h !he 
bRc:k door 

back In clrcullltion; .ro1out of 
circulation 

blldt lh~ wrong !lone 
bi<Ck-to-tx>ck 
back to tho drawin& board 
bi! back in bal'Jless 
be bl\ck on tbt> m ila 
oo fed upfsick to the back 
teeth 

be (l!]ad/happy/p!c,1sodctc.) to 
seethebac.k ofsb.lsth 

be (Uke) water orr a .SUCk 'Jt 
back 



beonsb'sbacll: 
be on the bnek bum cc 
beblnd sb's back 
break your blltk 
b)• /through the back door 
clawJ'I)Ur w'l)· back from s!h 
ouulddoscb with one 
arllllballd lied be lUnd their 
back 

cover your back 
Ot/wrile S1h oalbe b3d! ot a 
posttlg<) stamp 
~~orr sb's bade SH get sb off 

)'QUI" b;sl:k 

get sb o1f your back 
pt)'OUC own back 
gel/pUt sb's badt up 
go ba<:k a long Wll)" 

haw eyes ln the back ot )"Our 
besd 
b~yourback ag<:~inst/to the 
wall 

I"U &er.lteh your back If you 
st.ratcbruine.. 

rt'5 no skin ofT my (bae)() teetb. 
know sth like 1M back of your 
hand 

nUI"kc a rod roryouroo'll back 
off the back of a tony 
off til(! baek of a truck 
One step forw3l'Cl.two~tti)s 
back. 

pat ~bon tl.e baclc-apaton 
the oocll 

put stll back on !he rallr.:-be 
back on Ule r·alls 

put ~Ill on the ~k burner: soo 
be on the bac-k burnet• 

put) -ow· back into$lh 
pwget sb!sth back on track: 
.m>onttack 

rlde on the back of sth 
4:1.8b 'lb In Ill~ back 
t<IM <'back $Cllt 
talk out ot lilt back of your 
lle3d 

the minute r.b'r. back is turned: 
-when/while sb's back IJ 
tumc:d 

lhf atraw that bn:alu;,tlle 
camel's back 

chmw ~lh 11.1.:1< In ~b·.~: r­
tum your back on sb 
turnyour backonsth 
w•tchyourba~k 
whrol\•lhlle sb'J back ts 
turned 

would Jll•·e )'OU lhc r.hlrt off 
tile!~ back 

\'nu >Crl\ICh "'.Y back srld I 'll 
~)'0111"$. 

BACJ<B> 
I.e~ tntoa c:o1·nu 

BACKING 
bacldng and Mine 
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BACK ROOM 
:1 back room bo)' 

BACKS 
live off tbl; back& or &b 

BACKSEAT 
a beekr.c:at drivt'.r 

BACKSIDE 
aklcll. UJl thean;.e/backsick> 
be :1 pabt In the~baciWd~ 
get off your back,;ido 
slt(around) on your beck.itde: 
s.!eget off your back~ldo 

tlunk tber.un shinesoot (of) 
sb'ssnelb~k,ldc 

worlt your arse/backside off 
BAOCWAAD 
not~ backward LD oomLDB 
(OI"A'&l"d 

without a bnckwnrd l!lMoc 
BAOCWAADS 
bendlle:m0\..,- b3dcwar dtto 
dosth 

Call O\~r badcw3J'ds to do sth 
blow sill backwards 
lo->owsth b:\ekwarch and 
forwards 

BACON 
brln&; home th! bacon 
$0j\lll $-11'$1).'\00n 

BAD 
abed~~ 
A tmd \YO.t:l!.mrul blames his 
tools. 

II b<ld/rott.en "PPitl 
bad blood 
bad-mouth sb/sth 
be blod nc"'$ 
be in 8 bed WQ)' 

bt In h.-ad odor-with sb 
be In bad odourvmhab 
be in s~)s~ book$:-Soo!>•be in 
sb's good books 

be on bad tenn~ "a•llh sb:m be 
Clrl !;QOd t erms with sb 

be lhe boot or 8 bad bunch/lot 
&NesUa up au bad job 
Rive slhlsb a bad name 
ftO !'rom bad to \\'Or>le 

Good r ld<bncc (to b.Ml 
rubbish}: 
bav~abedhaltd.ay 

hi.\VC tt bt1d numt':~wgiVQ 
sth/sb8 b8dn ame 

have got It bad 
in blld faith: S« in sood 
ralth 
k•ll\'~ a hnd taste In )'<lUr 
mouth 

msl:e 8 bad/poor fist or 
sth/dob1g sth;see~ a 
g<Jud n •t of sth!<lntng ~111 

IIUikc !be bc6t of a bad lob 
llOl be hall"b.~d 

take tile bsd with thc8QOCI 
thro'll.• good lllOileY aftM bad 

BAlliSTIC 

turn up like a bad penny 
BAG ret olro flAGS 
a ba{llady 
a baa of bones 
a Gl'Bb bac 
amixed baa 
b3g 3nd basgage 
bu baa of nen'\'S 
be lc•n l~<~ltlins the ~s 
couldn"t (aotillll~Ut'lfil!ht)your 
w.ay out ot 3 paper bag 

intl>ebi\1 
Let lhuat out ot the ba£ 
not be )O~ b~G 
pull!;omethi118 out of tile bQ11 
&b's b<l£ or tricks 

BAGGAGE 
bag an<l b:lgg&Ge 

BAGS 
pack your ba1:5 

BAIT 
f'ish or cut bait . 
rl$e to the bait 
liWllllow/take the belt 

BAKER 
a bakt>r'sdoan 

BALAN<:£ 
bel~ in tbe balance 
on haL,~ 
6>'tinsftip tbe balance 
throw sb otr balance 

BALANCES 
check.• :md bal3n~ 

BAlANdNG 
a balsnciJ18/)1.12SIIne act 

BAlD 
be il$ bald M ;a coot 

BAU. Jee •lso BALLS 
a b;\U l11d chain 
8 ball-breaker 
a slime ball 
8 totally d.lll'erent ballllQJ!Ie 
a .. 'hOle ne\V b:\11 1:-1~ 

bebroind tbeeigh1 ball 
be no ball of Ore 
be on till: ball 
carry the ball 
droptheb.-U 
~-a a ball 
keep the ball rallln~ SH 
seVsurtlhe ball rolllns 

keep }-our e~ye on tbe ball 
pick upltal<e the ball and run 
('a'lth It) 

Pla.l' ball 
put li~J> hall U\9h'~ COUI'I: S<li 
th~ b:tll l$ in s;b'• court 

set/stan !he ball raUiDI( 
nl!lt's the way tbeball 

Luunccs. 
the b;tll ~ In sb'scourt 
the whole ball or wa.~ 
Uat-ow ($h) a curve (b:lll) 

BAU.l$T1C 
~bellisllc 



BALLOON 
go do'm like a lead balloon 
the balloorr goes up 

BALIJ>ARK 
a boliiJ>l1r-k ~Um3telllgunl 
be m the (ridlo ballpark: m~ 
be In the SMte balll')llr k 

be In llte samE ballpark 
BALLS 
ll b&.I4·UP 
be w!<lcnt•~ to fn.'U!\1: lhr. 
balls off a brass monkPY: ~Y 
br~ motl};ey weather 
b~ your arM~ 
ha\<e !;h b)' the balls 
hli\•e the b rass {b.1.ll5) to do sth 

BANANA 
a ban.alU\ nrpublic 
s banana sli;111 

BANANAS 
go bananas 

BAND 
a Ban<!-Aid 
a one-tnan band 
BIUld-Aid: sn a Bnnd·A id 

BANDWAGON 
iWJWI•p.:~ on the 
bandWI!f[OU 

the lmn ch•·1q;on elroci; "'"l 
gettjumptleapon the 
b:uu'lwQ,go.ll 

BANE 
the bane of your lire 

BANG 
ahangup)ob 
BanK 8~ &tit! 
bang/best the drum 
be1M111gon 
catclt/ha~-csboons tor-i~;htll 
.:ome (back) down to Partb 
(with" banl;/bumptjoJI) 

p;o over wu.h a banK 
go 'A'II:h a ban{! 
[nwrota bii;Serctc.J bang for 
)'Ourbudt 

I'\Ot wltll8 bang but wllh s 
wb!ruper 

BANGING 
be baDIZ!n!Vhittina >'Our head 
:~,gslnst 8 brlcl; wsll 

BANK 
t.la-hins i111 111t; w;v rv rhe 
bs.nk 

nor break !liP bank 
BANNER 
under the banner of sth 

BAPTISM 
a bBJ)tlsm by/of rm~ 

BAR 
lr'$ aU ~'er bal' !lie t;bOUtlllg. 

BAR£ 
biU'e"bonl'!;; S>N the bar4.' bcces 
bare your hea:r't/sou.l 
~· b;u-O$lb 
the bare booes 

wun }-ow: ban> IUinds 
SARUV 
CSll bs.recy/han!ly heal' 
yotLW!If think 

BARGAIN 
drivt! 1\ hard lxl.raain 
ln the bar•galll 
Into tht> ba~aJn 

BARGAINING 
a ba:n;alninl!: chip 
"""r-g:llnlng counter 

BARGE 
l wouldo't tooch sb/sth wtth a 
barge JX'•II'. 

BARK 
sb'~ bnrk ~ \VQrnl thnn thc.ir 
b1te 

Why l!¢CP<' dog ~nd oorl< 
}>ourself? 

BAAKfNG 
boba.rkingml!d 
be b8lking up the wrong ere.? 

8ARRJ:O 
nollolds barred 

BARREL 
b9 ~Cunn~· as" b<u'Tcl « 
monl\e~ 

be ntOrl! fun thana. barrel oi 
.,.,.;roke~~ 

have sboveTa barrel 
toc:l<.~tock. and barrel 
cot be a barrel of laughs 
pol'k barrel 
sccape the barn.>l 

BAME.l.JoiEAD 
c;~~h on tile b<'tl'TI'lh<::lct 

BARS 
behind ban 

BASE 
beoff ba&' 
S"ltOfbst b~ 
touch base 

BASES 
cov • ..-lllllbe ba.~e!l 
touchalltheba.ses 

I! ASH 
have a bash 

BASKET 
a basket e&SP 
put all fOUl' ,.1:1:5 11\ one bssht 

I!AT '"" "'"' BATS. BAntNC 
1><•1 forlheothu~h.1c 
bus blind as a b:U 
f.O to bat for sb 
lil<c a bru out or hcill 
nott>at ane}~eYElashfeyeild 
a fT YlJllrO\m bat 
pl<>y a str.daht oot 
<r®tOoff the bat 

BATED 
with bated breath 

BATH 
8ll eatl )' bruh 
th1"9'!'"thl: b;ll.ly o\ltwjtll th9 
bath \'filler 

BATON 
pa.<:.~ the baton 

BATS 
lp-c bats in the bdf111 

BAn EN 
b;llt~ndown the hat~h~ 

BAn ERIES 
rPChll.r~ >'OUT batteries 

BAn lNG 
be bartinz a thotWaOd 
be (bstlll\g} on a s.tlcky wicket 

BAnu: 
a ba'ttle of wills 
a bat.Ue or Wl1.9 
abatUe/warof nerves 
8 pit chL'<i baUie 
a ~;u.nnlnK ban.le 
au u.phlU 
battlcl fishtfstniSI!k: 

be h alf me battle<won) 
r~Shll\ loringb:Utl(: 
me battle lines are drawn 
the battle of the sexes 

BAY 
ketpslhlsbat bl!Y 

BAYING 
be ba¥i.n~ for-blood 

BE 
Be lrt)' (:\!M l. 
be chat 11& it may 
belhatS!Iatmay 
the li:~<•-all aod cru~<au 

BEACH 
not bo tht> ool)· pcbblu on I lie 
besch 

BEAD 
dn<wltaket a b\"-i\d On Sb!$1h 

BEADY 
h.s ... ., ~beady e)'e on s lhlsb 

BEAM 
be broad an t..l!e beam 
beoff bc;,m 

BEAH 
s beaneounter 
not lu"'c a b\,;.n 

BEANS 
be fUU of beans 
no[bewOt'!llablllof beam 
notkOO\V be<trn~abOU.t stJJ 
Sllill the beans 

IIUR 
" beHr h!J\1 
a cross (sb bas) ID bear 
be likoa bear with awrehcM 
bell.-a gr-udGe 
bearft'ltlt 
bear tesumony!Wirness to sth 
bc:3rJI«>ep s!.h in ml.ncl 
bear/take the' brunt of t:th 
brlrut sth to bear 
E••et;>o»elustllelrCI"'$9 to 
bear.: ses a cross (sb bas )to 
bear 

grin iUld "'=it 
lo;1ded for 'be.V 



DEAIID 
b~ri.l sb In lllel~ clen 
be<ard the lion in th~ir den 

BEAST 
a ~ast(lf bu.rdcn 
be (In) !lie natmoe ot the boost 
be ll(lltQod/11.99 to m an or 
~~ 

BEAT S<XI afro BEAJI::N, BlOAT· 
lNG, BEATS 

t< slick to beat sblstb \'llllh 
bMg.lbeat the clrum 
beau dead lwl'.se 
~~ a ptih tosb's<loor 
best a retreat 
be.' I abouVaround thE> bush 
Bc:at it! 
beatsbat their own same::~« 
play $bat lllelr own Ga»te 

beJitt-b hRD<Is clown:$-~ win 
(sth) hands down 

beat !lb hollow 
OO&t sbtoap lllp 
bNIUbtOll 
beat sb to !he punch 
be.~! roto withi n;~n im:h or 
thl'ir life 

oont'5th to d eath 
beat thE! bnsb l!$ 
beat Ou! 1'3P 
bent your b rul ~ out 
beat your breast 
OO.Vknook tbl;" Oiving) 
dsrUGhtsout of sb 

beatlkt><>Ck lh~ till' out or sb 
beatfnun swo.nls into 
plou~harel 
lf )'OU can't bcsit ·em. (Join 
•ero)! 

sb'~be.'lrtJni!l~e3!~l<J)'l$3 De>tt 
'' itbout mlssinea beat 

BEATEN 
be off tM bt'li!C"h r-•lh 
b.? off the> bl>aten track 

BEAnNG 
t<•ke a OO..tlns 

BEATS 
<it) beat$ me 
'l'hat beats all! 
Th:lt bc-:it~ everything': 
what beat£ m~: -(it) beats 
me 

BIUlUTY 
& auty Is in the eye of the 
OOhollk!r. 

Beauty i~Son]y skinde~p. 
sll"i bt-auty sleep 

8EAVfR 
an I!IIJ!:er ber<vl'r 

BECK 
be ntsb's beck nnd qt]l 

BED 
be a bed of nails 
be in bl'd withs:b 
oo 110 bed of rooes 

climb! get/hop Into be<! 
"hh sb: see be lll bt-4 with 
sb 

rouldn"tlle $l r:tlght 111 Md 
I!Bt om of be<l on the wrong 
side 

llt't 6b into bod; -flO to bed 
\Yith9b 

gel up on the Wl'OI\g ildi! r1 lhe 
lx'd 

GQIO bed W1UJ9b 
n<>l bo <1lx>d t,r ro~cs 
put sth.lo bed 
Y(IU ffiil~ ~·our b<:d (now lie in 
It). 

You\'"1! 1nmle }--cu:r bed (and 
you'll~ to li~> in U). 

BEOPOST 
between you. me and U1e 
bedpoW !YJIC:posl 

BEDROOM 
'-Jroome.v~ 

BEE 
be a hlllly !lee 
be as bur;y as a boo 
bo I he bcc's.kn<le$ 
"h.!""' a hcK' ln ~'Our honrwl 

BEEF 
Whore's the ~~~ef? 

8E£UNE 
make a bl'lllincfor sb/$111 

BEEN 
nave tm.n acound (a bit) 

BEER 
not hc~l bo:cra.nd~kltth:s 
smllllbE>er 

BEES 
the birds..,r.d tht'boc'S 

BEESWAX 
n<m~ or )'(IUr """"Wii" 

BEET 
G<>S.~ rl!d a~ a beet 
sohN't Nd 

BEI::TROOT 
co a~ red ass beetroot 
so bt'<'iroot {red) 

BEJ'ORE 
(And) not before time! 
be before ycu.rtlme 
be1ore$b coukl blink 
befoce )'<>U CAll say Jack 
Roblll!lOI> 

B!G s.:e ol'so DI!GClltf<; 
oocthequest!on 
I bos toalffer/disasroo 

BEGGARS 
Bect;Sl'JI.:atl't be diOOSJ!ni. 

BEGGING 
lll>BOine belreins 

BEGINNING 
me ~nningof the end 

BEGINS 
Chal;t}· bl'~iJLs at horne. 

BetAVIotJR 
Ill> on Yllur best beha~·Jour 

BELOW 

BEHIND 
bcal'~hh'" lhewheel 
be Waind the eW!t ball 
be behind the! times 
behind han< 
bt>hind cloSEd doors 
behind Sb~~ back 
bcllintl the 6ocnos 

BEHOLD 
to and bclloltl 

BEHOLDER 
Ueau ty !Sin 1M 1!).'1! of the 
~holder. 

BEING 
for the tl.we beinl 

BELFRY 
have bats In lhe belfry 

BEUEF 
contrary oopopulsr 
belief/ O)lllllon 

BELIEVE 
can' t believe }'Our ears 
(()Wdll'l bciJCI'C}'OUrC}'eS 
I'll believe 11 wlli!n I see it. 
If you lx:licvt> that, ~'Ou'U 
~l!rve anyth1nii! 

malu> b~Uc>ve 

not hPJICive a word ot lt 
Yvofd) better bclltWe I~ 

BEUEVfD 
M V\! 1¢ be SC(!n 10 be 
~li!Wrd 

BEUEVIHG 
Set~intt ts belie••ina­

BELL 
be :t.<: Mund ;\.~n hell 
li•-e £b a bell 
ring a bi•ll 
Saved by the bell. 

B£U.S 
alarm be.ll.s,..t;n1 t<;>r:ing: 
S« set {the) elm m bel.l3 
ringing 

bells and wlustles 
He!l's ll<llls! 
PuU !hi) crthl'r 1'-"t;lono(it"ssot 
bells on)! 

rinS M)' bells: Slit' ring a bel I 
t"lnJif!iOund alanu OOlJs:~tset 
(lhc):~l:ll'm beJLq rlnsins 

~Set (tho) alw:m oolls rin~tins 
\11th belb on 

III!UY 
a~llylauah 
fire in )'OIItltltt belly 
aobellyup 
sb"seyesareblgga- than their 

b<.'lly/stom3Ch 
BELLYFUL 
hav•J bad a bellyful of 6th 

BELOW 
be belo1> par 
be b2IOW the belt 
bell h-e below thl! bread tine: 
.so,)1beill\·e on th<! bN~~dline 



BELT 

SU J 
al.rn/hil below U1e beJL.IY'I! 1)(;: 

below the belt 
be bi!low the ~It 
trn• mbte llcll 
tighten ~-ow· belt 
unclcq'Q\If b1.-lt 

BfND see also BENT 
bend sb·s ~ar 
bend/lean O\'!r backwards to 
Cklsth 

tiGildl$lrllt.ch tile I'U le! 
dri\<e/sendtill round th~ lwD.d 
round the: bend 

BEN OED 
on be11ded knee/~:nees 

BENDER 
a fendH b<mdcr 

BENEFIJ 
si·~sbthcl>l'ne:fit or the 
doubt 

BENNETT 
Gordon &nnPtt! 

DENT 
getbeatoutcfsh~pe 

BERRY 
bo (1.$ brown as alx:n'y 

BERm 
gwe sb/5th a wide berth 

BESIDE 
be bc5idothcPOJnt 
be be!lde yourself 

BEST 
as best as you can 
asbest)'OUCan 
at the betit of times 
be fur th<> best 
be on ~-our best bch1l\'ior 
be on }'Our boot behaviour 
be the b~ or 3 bad bunc)lllot 
comeo!f ~{'Wnd ~~t 
do your le\-el be& 
'f'l.-.t in. best dressed. 
J!h'e it ~'OUT fx-.st $h()t 
Uon~ty Is t.be best poll~~ 
J.au!Jhter Is the best mrotcwe. 
make tbebestcf a bad job 
n)ai<C the bes:t of !lh 
num'r; b$ friend 
M~· the best man win. 
put )-our bt~t foot C<lr1vard 
sb's boot lx>t 
~OlldbMt 
r;i.x of the bilf.t 
llll' bc:.t <•f both world.~ 
t))o 00$1I£t'e<IICSt thin£ siooe 
sllct.d bread 

with the hl:tit will in the world 
your bt>st bib and tucker 

BET Set> also BETS 
s safe bet 
s sure bet 
b~<t t11e r3Ym/r3ndl 
Do}'0\1 want alto l>ct? 
Don't bet on it. 
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1iown1'U(b_do you want to bet? 
1 wouJilln bee on lt. 
5b'sbestbet 
You bet YQUT (sweo--t) ~11! 
you carl ~~ your 11~')'0\ll' 
bottom dollar 

BETIDE 
WOt> lx.>tide sb 

BETS 
hed~ :;our ben; 

BaTER 
a~st )'OUT better Jttdf:ement 
J}ett<>t' lttte than nev.::r. 
better the de\11 )'OU know 
(lhlln \1\e devil )'0Udon1) 

Better (to bc)t;a[ethan som: 
Dlscr~tlon 19 the bettETpart of 

\'IUCII: 

Dl.scretton u the bener part of 
~·atom: 

for b<1fter <>r (for) ""'~ 
ror hlltl4>r, ror worse 
for want of s bct1Gr 1\'W'd 
get the bt>tterof !b 
so one belter 
Hall' a loaf 19 better than none. 
¥ " ~""" better clsylt 
l'rcw:nUon Is llettt>l'tl\8ll 

CW:I.'. 
sb'$ bE-tter/other half 
think hotter of .:til 
~ou('Q) betterbeliweitl 

Bo:IIERS 
your olden roaill>etrors 

BETWEEN 
ootwt>tln you and ma 
~tween yolL me and the 
bcdJ>OSU£,1t~l 

hit till (right) betwo:en the 
eyt>s 

BEVOND 
a bon~ Hlld lleYl'od stn 
au In the bacl( cl. beyond 
bl' lx:)'Qil<l w·s ken 
be beyond tlN! pale 
beyond ~oour mlde5t dream5 
ooyond!without a tihtldow of tl 
doubt. 

BIB 
~·our best bib and tuc:ler 

BIBLE 
a .Biblo-bashor 
& llible-thuropcr 
the Bible Bvlt 

BIBLICAL 
1.><1tnot in the hiblic.al ~n:!oe 

BIDDING 
do sh's hiddin1> 

BIDf 
bitloJ)'\1111' t im I! 

BIG 
3 bteask 
;; biG cheesP. 
a bis d~«< 
abb!tiah 

~bas fish ina 5tnaU pond 
a big ~··t's hJouge 
a bhtKUnlnoisc 
a bls·llead 
abtgmouUI 
a bie-Tiloutb: ue a ble 
MIOuth 

a big shot/wheel 
asbtsasUre 
be b ig of you 
be blgonsth 
BjgBrothqr 
lllg Urother: SN me Jlrother 
Bisdt'~tl! 
big-headed: ~w<t bib~h<'ad 
blgUckel 
bistimo 
blg·HIUIY. Sl!t tht> b l2' wne 
have bis ears 
make a b1g p lay of slh 
m<'Jku<'J b1Sihlt1S(OUI)of Alh 
Jnske 11 bii 
lltdlig 
the biR daddy 
the blgplCtUI't! 
the (big) &mokc 
U\e ble Urue 
thl'last of the bls SPGnden 
ltlhlk big 
too bie for your boots 
too big for ~·oil!' brltcM8 
Wrutfs the hlgld<:a! 

BIGGER 
1>c b~:gger Jllflnllfe 
hsve blg~:er/otherflsb to for 
sb's ey.:~ are bi&~«r th:ln their 
bc.l1y/ &101JU1Ch 

1'1Je blggea· U~ey are. the 
harder lh•lY (all 

BIKE 
Onyerbtkel 

BILL 
~ cloon bill of health 
hill l'ltld coo 
fill dw bill 
f\t tho bill 
!()(It the bill 
pick up the bil11tab 
'"'II sh"tt bill or goods 
the Old Bill 

Bli.I..£r.DOUX 
ll biU<Ot ·dOUX 

BIND 
<1 double bind 

BIRD 
" bi rd·brain 
A bird 1n the htuld (i5 worth 
t"" in the bU'I.h). 

a b1rd's cY~•·iow 
A IJIIIC btrd IOlCl me ($0). 
t~n rorly biid 
as ftwasa bird 
blrd-bralned: see a bl.l·d-braln 
to.~ I JJ);~ a bird 
fl.ip..'ith'll5b the blrd 



The bird h.•s Oawn. 
'lite early bird catches the 

WOnll. 
BIRDS 
be(strictly)for the bird~ 
bird$t~f a feather:$<~>' S lrd.<:<>f 
s frother flock ID?,elh&. 

Birds ot a re.,lherO()d{ 
toeethe<r. 

kili two birds with one 
stone 

the bl.rd.!l and the bees 
BIRTHDAY 

J.n yo11r b irthday su1t 
BISCUIT 
take the biscuit 

BIT f<!t: ~/so BITS 
a bit of all rig}lt 
a bit of fiufff9kirt 
a h it <If how·s your fath(!r 
a bit of rough 
a bit on the slde 
be a bit much 
oochaflng~llheblt 
OOCham}>ifl!;-'Cb(lmping :tl the 
bit 
~~a bit nmch:S«be s btt 
mucu 
~IIA)It' lhebll between )'Our 
l~tb 

have th~ bit betv.'<!t!n your 
teEth: .sw Jl!lt/tllke the b lt 
betw~enyou~ teEth 

lt"$1"1'Mf!l a bit st~! 

not take a blind bit of norica 
take t b<; bit In ~oour teeth 
the hair of the dos (tbat bit 

)"OU) 

the ,.·hole bit 
BITCH 
a 9ln <>f a bitch 
Son of 11 bitcb! 

BITE see also BITING, BIITEN 
a bite of Ule t:herey 
a second b ite at the ch11n:r..sw 
a b ite of the cherry 

another bite <rt tM ch\TrY: ­
s btteof thecheny 

bite ofT more thru\ you t:M 
chew 

bite the bullet 
bitcth~ dust 
bite 11M: band tlult feeds you 
bite )'Out tongue 
bite/snap ab"shead oll' 
put thebUeonsb 
sb·s bark is wo...e th:m thew 
bue 

sb/$tl1 wan·c bite 
BITER 
tltc bit er (ls) bit 

BITING 
\\'hr!C"shltlngsh? 

BITS 
be thr llle<l to bits 
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bib and b<?bS 
bits and pteces 
lCt\'<! Sbl~tlllt> bi"" 

BtmN 
Once blnen. twice sh.~t 

BITTER 
a biner J>ill (to swallow) 
be bitter ana tw1~ed 
bittl'r roodicint> 
the blttel'INIIS 
to the bittcrcntl 

BLACK 
4l b.lllC)( tl;)y 
a black mark 
black and blue 
black and·white 
In black and whttt> 
not be as block~ )"CU are/it iS 
painted 

prell:nill53y that black Js 
white 

swearblsck and bluE.> 
thl'< black shwp (of the 
c~lnll)') 

th<: put Cllllnt; the l<dtlc 
black 

BlAMES 
A bad worlonan blame6 bu; 

COOl !I. 
Bt.ANK see afro BLANKS 
a blaak cheque 
d.ruw Cl blWik 
poll\t blank 
yourmlnd~~bbnl< 

)'Vur mind is a blanl\:~w )'VUC 

mllw gOt!!! bl.snk 
Bt.ANKET 
a \11-et blan.ket 

BLANKS 
flreishoot blanks 

BLAST 
11 blm<t from the pa6t 
blast/blow sb/mb to ld.Jutil.om 
come 

BUUE 
bl.ues lr3U 

BLAZES 
Go to bl.a7e!i! 
like bll.lc blutes 
IWbavWh:;/ WhoE'Ic.) the blue 

blazes 
BLAZING 
all guM blnzlnl; 
tvllb (you.r) s uns blazing 

BLEED 
bleOOsbdry 

BLUDING 
a bleedina heart 

BLEms 
your hoort b!<'.,.L< 

BLESS 
Bless hert hiscotton socks. 

BLESSING 
be a ble&Slng in die811iw 
be a anlxM ble.~~•ns 

Bl OOD 

BLE.SStNGS 
count row: b.IE.>!islnl:l!i 
B~ 

a Colonel Blimp 
BUNO 
a blind :Uley 
a blind date 
a blil1d 5p01 
be 15 blind :\S <t boll 
blind sb wi015cience 
fly blind 
not take a blind bit of notice 
SWe3rbllnd 
the blind leading the blind 
tumablindcyc 

BliNDER 
play a bllndl'r 

BLINDING 
ciTI.ng and blindln& 

BUNK 
he on the blink 
belbrttsbcould bllnk. 
In the bUt1k ot an cyt 

BUSS 
I~nurance Is bUss. 

BLOO( 
a chlpo!f the old block 
a s tumbling block 
kncck sb 's block off 
on tllcblvc:k 
pUt your head/neck oo the 
block 

tlle new kid on Ole block 
BlOCKS 
00 orr the (sl;lrthl!l) blocks 
~OU1 of tJ\e (Startlntl} bloclis 
on th('lyour (6tarti.nl!) block5: 
-b@oiY Ole Cst.&.rtlng) 
block" 

BlOOD 
a bloo4 broiJu;r 
11 (~uddr.n) ru~h of blood (to 
thebe.1d) 

bad blood 
bttafu.'rsb"s blood 
be baytllg fbr blood 
~in thc/ yuur blond 
be out for blood 
be sb"S (own) Ocsti3Jld blood 
blood and lUI! 
blood and thunder 
Blood i~ thicker th.mv.-.~t~r. 
blood. s...'Cnt rold tean> 
blufblood 
burstlblllit a blood vessel 
draw blood 
Oeih and blootl 
a;ct b lood our of a stono 
b:.ve blood on your hands 
h.sw: sb"9 blood on your 
bands 

have tasted blood 
ln cold blo<KI 
makero's b.loodboil 
m.ake sb'~ btood curdl~ 



BLOODIED 

nw .. l'b'e blood )"Ill\ cold 
Jl('Wblood 
sb·s blood boll!: S« maJ<e sb't 
blood boil 

;<~)'$blood Cllrd~.$1'\~lnMC 

sb's blood Mll\ oold 
ib'r.blood is Ul) 

sb'$ blood runs<XIId:~m~ll~ 
sb's blood run cold 

$0!t11 blood 
6J)itblood 
s ... -cat blood 
young blood 

BLOOOIED 
bloodied bu1 unbowea 

BLOODY 
blOOdy rutndell 
att« blt>ocl)' no~.~oeGJ••ub3 
bloody nose 

gh•e sb t bloody nose 
&crt:'am blood)·umrdcr 

BlOT 
a blot on tbtlands~J)II 
bloc ~'OUr oop~book 

BLOUS£ 
a bil! lirl's blouse 
BlOW $~ lll.sO Bt.OWING, 
IILOWS 
ablow)ob 
a body blow 
:. de:.lh blow 
bla&ublo\~ shlsth to kinedom 
come 

blow :\fus&~t 
blow a hole uulb 
blow;, msvbcro· 
blo\!; s~· the cobweb$ 
blnw·by~ow 

blo\~ bound cold 
blow II 
blow ofT "c;~m 
b!ow &b'r. b raln.s out 
bl..ow Ill's cover­
biow•mokc 
blow !lb OUI of (all) 
proportion 

blow slb &ky-hl&h 
blow slb \lo'lde open 
b10wSth/6boutOf lhl! wAtm: 
blo~ the Eaff 
blow the whlstJe on sblslb 
blow IJ9/CXJ)Iod~ in sb's 
race 

biO'.Io· your mlnd 
b!O"· your o ... , trumpet 
blowyoor~top 
blow/knock youc socks off 
blow/m:tke a h ole In sth 
blow/take the Ud Off sth 
t>low/toot~'OUrown hom 
cusbtonlsoften the blow 
Slrikc a blow nQalnstlat 
sth/sb:.-5triket> blow for 
&th/sb 

strl'llta blow~sthlsb 
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BLOWING 
see how lhe wind is blowing 
see wltldlwa.y tbe wind ls 

blOWU\11 
BLOWS 
come to blow$ 
It's an ill wind (lbBl blows 

nobody MY l>WII). 
BlUE 
3 blue..,yL~I 00)' 
a bolt from the blue 
:1 boll out or tl1" blue 
b(' in a (blue) funk 
bc:twoon tho dll'Vll aod tho dOOP 

blue sea 
black and blua 
blue blood 
btue-lllooaca: "'-~blue bklo<l 
bl uo-~oll11r 
lmo chewldetwltd blue 
)'Ondt'r 

like blue blazeB 
once In a blue moon 
out of aclear<blu~)Bk)•: SHout 
oflbablu~ 

out or tlw blue 
(r-un around/nah amurlll etc.) 
Ilk• a blue-araecl ny 

saw.m blue mnrdcr 
swear blsck and blue 
blk a b lue ~~r~ 
the bo)'l in blue 
until you are blue In the face 
(Whatf\\'1\y/Who ctC.]I~ bll.lC 
blazes 

BLUES 
the baby blue! 

BLUFF 
calhb's blutr 

II.IJSt4 
., fin;t blush 

BlUSfiES 
ss~'e/IJlaN! sb's bl ll9hes 

BOARD 
across the boart! 
we)( to tM drnwingboard 
be abcM! board 
be ti §UfT 3$ll board 
GO by th9 board 
on board 
sw~ UU> board 
takcon boarcl r.th 

BOARDS 
r:o b)·lbe boards: S« 1:0 by the 
boolnl 

trr..d lhe board.i 
BOAT 
be in the SRIIK' boat 
rulss the boat 
pu6h the boat out 
1'<lcl: I he boat 

BOATS 
burn your bo61& 

BOil 
Bob's your WlC'lc! 

not boc;hon of 11 bob or two 
BOBS 
bits.nd bobs 

BODICE-RIPPER 
a bodJce-rlp~r 

BODY 
a bod)• blow 
body and 50Ul 
he/she~'tl\3\oeaUealous. 
mean. unli.I.Dd etc.) bone In 
hl$/her bod)' 

keep bocb• and .sroul toxrthl'r 
ovel' '11'1)' dead bocl)' 
th~ isn't a[mean.jealou.s. 
unltlnd etc.] bone In sb's 
bod)o:-hl!lshl! dc6n't h&Vl? 
a l)ea!Old, mean. unkind etc.J 
bone in his/her bod)' 

BOG 
bos sli6nd:trd 

BOGGLES 
The mllld bo£S)cs. 

BOIL 
can't boll au C>gg 

so off the boll 
tnSkesb's blood boll 
ou thcooil 

BOILING 
reach bolh.na DOlnt 

BOllS 
A - tched pot ne'rorboD~. 
sb's blood boili:s.«make sb's 
blootlboU 

BOLD 
u bold .asbrS~s 

BOlT 
"boll rrom the blue 
a bolt out of the blue 
bolt upright 
U!oot )'Our bolt 

BOlltO 
cloolng/shutllng the s table 
door ~r Cho horse JIB~ 
bolted 

BOLTS 
th~ nuts and bolLS 

BOMB 
Mma.rtbomb 
drop a bomb 
go (Ilk~) n oomh 
go like a bomb 
pula bOmb under ,~:lb/:sb 

BOMBSHELL 
drop a boml:lsllciJ 

a oNE 
a bone of contcnuon 
bcasdryasa bonP 
be as d l')' liS 3 bOM 
be 001\t> dry 
b<' bone idl~ 
be chilled to llle bonl!l 
nurr<()w 

be dose to the bone 
bttutto the bone 
be Mar the bOne 



tlo 5kin and oone/l)(!n~.!' 
chill 6b to thebon91alarrow 
ha\oe 8 bone toplckW1tllsb 
hlll5hi! doom't hi\\''-" a Uoolon.s, 
mran. wlland etc.) bone an 
his.tbcr bcdy 

there l\n't 8 (mesn.)ealnus. 
unkind etc.] bone in s b's 
bod.v: .suhl'/$hedotsn't h-ilYil 
8 Oealous, mean. unktnd eta.) 
bono rn his/her be(})· 

wear/Y.'41'k your nn.ge rs to the 
bont 

BONE.S 
a bllg of bonu 
bt! skin and bofll'lbones 
1 (can) fet>ln 1n my bon~&. 
m3kfl no bonK 8bclut s.tb 
put Oe&b on (the lx'IMl' o()><th 
Sdeb and ston()S m.a;· break 
V'ly bOn~ (but wordll wtll 
~·B hurt roo). 

lhP b are bollH 
BONNET 
ha\'e 8 bH In )'Our boiUIEt 

BOO 
not~·boo 
wouldn't su..v boo 
wouwrn sa..v boo tc) a flJ,• 
wouldn't SIIY boo tc) a ti'OOSC 

8001( 

& cof(e<~ table bool< 
be 8 cl05ed book 
be 3D optt'lllook 
brinub to book 
cradcabook 
do.<th h)• thu book 
ev(!Ty trick 111 the boo'k 
80 t.y the book 
ha\'~ )'Our nose in a boolt 
ll'llny book 
n:;JC~ ~'b like a book 
mkea l cafout of sb' s boo'k 
the o~ trl&. lu the b¢0k 
throw the book at w 
You cant Judge a book by Its 
CO>'CI: 

BOOKS 
be 1n sb's bsd books: S« be 1n 
sb's {:00(1 books 

be ln~-~b'C¢<1 book$ 
coo'k the books 
hi t the books 
Tbat'V'I'hen>'sa wm-up Cor 
the books 
That'si'I'b<'ro'so~ for the 
books. 

BOOM 
lOVIE'T the boom 

BOOMER 
a baby boot:IM!r 

BOOT 
be M full "-'a boot/< ick 
set the boot; 3l>r sM: sbtbc 
boot 

481 

t;i\-c sb the bo('' 
put the boot 1n 
tM bO<ot !Svn ll'lllOth~r fO<If 

BOOTS 
a bos~ boots 
acl~rboots 
be as tough as old boot.s 
be QUakinl( in ~'OUT boot(; 
be shnkin& In >"<>lt( 
boots/shoes 

elk' wilb )'OIIC bOOI.$1)1) 
h.ans: up your boots 
licll ~b·s bo~ 
nlliKe lrtlQll:\kc tu thctrbonu: 
SH beqltaklnl: in )'Our boots 

sb'sboort Is in tlteirboots 
too bia 1\)r your boots 

BOOTSTRAPS 
hm1llpull youi'$C'lr UJI by your 
booutraps 

BORE 
boretbeaneoiY sb 
bon; tile ass off sb 

BORED 
be bored stilt 
he bored to <!l!aUv ICI.'IfS 

BORN 
(u) to the m10nnorborn 
be born with a stl\oer spoon ln 

)'OUr m<J\tth 
tlot<n snd bred 
l'w. nmx•r [Mtllu:~nl/~oo-n 
et~.)sth lnallm~·(born) ci<\)'S 

1/bi!/Site wasn't born 
~&terd<1)"1 

'nlere's one born t\'l!l>' 
mltlutc. 

BORROWED 
lh·in&on horrowca time 

BOSOM 
tn the bosom of sb 

BOSSY 
" bo~-sy tJooiJi 

BOlli 
b\lspa&ldna!tall<..ineout of 
both at des ol your n:ouU1 

burn tho candle tit OO;h ends 
cut llotbltwoways 
h:noe;.keep a foot In both 
=raps 

l'kiY both md:s "saimt lhc 
Jt11ddle 
$Wint bOtllW~ 

the best ot tloth worlds 
the \'lOrst of both world&: sn 

1 be tle:;;t ()( both wol'lds 
BOTHERED 
("II) h ot a ntl b"th~n'll 

BOTTU 
bechi~f took lll:.<HI(~IIk­
wa&hi!r 

be on the bonle: stoe hit the 
bof!.lc 

hit the bottle 
letlbe aellltl out of the bonle 

BOY 

put tbt> &l'nle back in the 
bottle: .see let the genie outot 
O.bottie 

BOTTOM 
3l UlE: bon om<ll the h~plplle 
be bumping along the boctom 
be/ Ill' :~t I hi' bottom or sUI 
from thr bottom of )'OUT heM! 
from tor> to bott()m 
t:et to the bottom ot sth 
krl(lek tho butiom out cr $\h 
rock bottom 
lOb'~ bottom dr.tY-'CT 
~b'.s hot tom lh~ 
tho bottom drop51falls out of 
tbo markl!t 

the bott0111llne 
you can bet ~'Oill' ltfW}'Ol.lr 
bortt•m •lolll'lr 

BOTTOMLESS 
a oouornltM'Splt 

BOUNCES 
That's the Yo "a)' the llaiJ 
lxmncos. 

BOUND 
It<! bound ;1nd d~>t«llliiiW 
b<-dury bound to do sth 

BOONDS 
be out a.f bounds 
by/ in letiP5M1d bounds 
kllOWllO bounds 

DOUNTIRJL 
Uldy B01mtiful 

BOW 
11not!wr-string to }'Our bow 
bow and 9CT3pe 
11.1''' L:t tot Ofl:• r~ ... v/$(,-...-:n\1 
etc.] str111.g!; to your b'l'i\~ S« 

another- strl.hG to )'OUr bow 
BOWL 
Life ISlll9-t a lx>wlof ct>errl~ 

BOWS 
firo a s hot across sb's.tthe 
bows 

sox 
abr.iin box 
box elm-er 
boxeb'seat'S 
cboeolate box 
op<:n " Pi&ndora'> hox 

BOY 
s bada·oom bo)· 
a blue c)'(:d boy 
abo}' toy 
afa:u··haiJ.-ed boy 
a gOlden llOYISb1 
amama's boy 
a murnmy·~··m<ttll4'r~-< hn)' 
a n •ntboy 
<' l t>)' bo>y 
a wbipplne boy 
a widebo)• 
Al l W(u:-k llnd n<> pJa,y (makes 
Jilek a dull boy}. 

maniUld boy 



BOYS 

BOYS 
136y~ will be boys. 
job5forthe b:.>ys 
one oi the beys 
stJ>ru<\te/$Cirt out the men 
from U\e ooys 

too bon in blue 
BRAl.N 
a brain box 
a brain dr<>jn 
a brain trust 
bo: brnj n rll'o1d 
b~outof~~urbrain 
seC }'U\tr brain In ce.~r 
have stb on !he brain 
ratk yeur brain/br;.lns 

BRAINS 
be all h ra\ft\ and no bralus 
be the brains bt,hind t<th 
be.ru. )'<fur brains out 
bl<>w ~b's brain~ out 
have shit for brn.inti 
pK:ksb"s br:lln$ 
rack ~'Our brain/brains 

BRAK£5 
put the bt ekes on 

BRANCH 
an oll~-e bratlCll:.S« tlold 
out/ offi:r all oU\'e brsnch 

holdout/Qf'fcr an <>li••e 
branch 

r oot and br.'lnch 
BRASS 
asboldaa~s 
bewld91!0ul,!h to fl"Cel<l:! th~ 
bails otr a bl'856 mottlte)': ~ 
brns~ monkey weather 

brass monkey weather 
(;01 down to brass tacks 
ha\-e the brass (brills} to do sth 
h:Mi the br.r:w (neck} to do 5th 
th• bra~» ring 
the top bnlss 
Where UIC!l'e's muck, thel'e's 
bras5. 

with (brass) knob5on 
BRAVE 
put!\ brR•·c fP.IX'/ftont on tith 
puton a bl'a\'e face/front: sre 
put a bra•·~: rawlf'ronl on $UI 

BRAWN 
beaU brawnwtdno brams 

BN!ACK 
step Into t11e bn:ach 

BREAD 
bread and butwr: su sb'& 
bre<td 11nd l!utter 

bread and cl:rc\15es 
lcnowwhlr.h slde~=rttresdu 
bu'lteml (on) 

1.\-lan cannot 1M; by ttresd 
3l.trne. 

Sb's bread and butter 
Ute besti 8J'l'ltol;l thins sic1;c 
sliced bread 
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BREAOUNE 
be/&,-e below the bw<\d.U.ne; 
"""I>CIIIve on the bread.Une 

be/'liw on the breadline 
BR.EAOTM 

ft h<Ur's \>J"('.adlh 
BJIEAK see afsQ BREAKING, 
BREAKS, BROKE 
a clean br(YJk 
llc make or break for r;.b/sth: 
rn> make or brijak sth 
bl~ak llleg! 
brenk •"'en 
brea.k faith witl1 sth!sb 
bNU.k new ground 
bro:~k l"'Uliu! 
brellk:sb',< heart 
~thE.> lee 
bte;lk lh~ mould 
brook w ind 
break your back 
get m-a c•·cn break 
G.ive metusaln<eak! 
1)1\'C $b. brt"J&k 
gi\'E !lb an e\<en broak.: SIN get 
:.n ·~~n hre.ak 

makE.>orbn!ak sth 
not break U\l' bank 
St1clcJ; aud stones JJUI.l.' 
break ul)' bones (but 
words will M\'<1rhun 
me). 

\'0'1\.v bN<~k th41 habit or :1 
lifetiuwl? 

BREAKfAST 
a do1:'6 br~allia5tldinncr 
e:tt sb r,1r bl'll'akia~t 

BREAKING 
It'S/You're brea.klngll\Y 
hc;~.rt! 

You c:an' tmake an omelette 
Witi10UC bTCA111n{lC~ 

BREAKS 
aU h ell breaks loose 
thr."-1r-aw lhat break<dht' 
cP.md's b<•ck 

BREAST 
~~ )")Urh n:IIJ<t 

breast-bea.tme: S« b41at your 
br~~ 

llli.1kl;) a clcotn brct~~ oC it 
BREATH 
a breath ot tre6h al.r 
a WMte of breath:~ewsste 
yourh~lh 

catch ~-our breath 
Oon't hc~d ~~>ur l>....,ath. 
F,et a/YQur ~nd breath 
In 1M same bt'-esth 
~kc YQur bn:<>t h """')' 
umler yourbreath 
waste your breath 
l'illh bated brealh 

BREATHE 
breath& d0\.\'11 sb's neck 

brellth~ Ote 
bn>athe (now) 1ifu into sth 
U\'e and bl<eathe sth 
not bn•'llh•.:'> .rol'll 

BREATHING 
Panlon tl'te for 
bNS.thinltil.hins! 

BRED 
bo1·n snd bred 

BREED 
brl:')(l llkc 1'11 bhlts 

8RUDS 
Parnili:~rii.Y bl'(;~t:t, contanpL 

BREEZE 
shoot aha broewbull 

BREEZY 
be briGht and breezy 

BR£WERY 
couldn't l>ll\31\lv.! s piss-up ln 
V.bi'CWQI'}' 

IIRJCX 
be banglnslhltllng: )'Our head 
against a brick \"<lll 

be bUilt like a brick shlthouse 
be like talkin2 to a brick 
wall 

bl!lrome ll!lll&aimt ;a brick «1111 
drop.W/sth l.lke.a hot 
brick/POtato 

hlt a/the (brick) wall 
shit il brick 

8RJCKS 
b\:~iUingbrieb 
Wcomo aownon sb like.~ ton 
ofbrlcks 
ha~-esbdOY!llOO)~ulike n t on 
of brk:kS::S«bl!lcomedO'IVTI 
on sb liktt 11 ton of bricks 

hlt sb l.lke a ton oi bricks 
\{lllC.ln't m~kc bricka without 
straw. 

BRIDGE 
bo Iiiii' P•llntloi>thc R>rth 
llrldge 

loc walt·r un<l~r the lll'i<lgc 
l'UI\Vc'U c.r~ that brid8l' 
v.tum llwecomPto i l 

BRIDGES 
buUd bridges 
hurn )'Oilr.brl<tgeq 

BRIG.HT 
II brili:ht &park 
8 brlgbt spot 
boa9 brlltbt ass bu.tton 
be bright aM \>rel)ey 
b1"11:ht and esrb• 
look (In the brig}tt $[de 
the bri£bt li£hts 

8RIGifT.EYEO 
be bright~)'OO and bushY· 
tailed 

8RING see a !so 8ROOGHT 
brlllS :'1 lump to )XIUI'Ihi"Q::l 
bring home the bllcon 
brlngontthQ oost insb 



brh >4J C>Ut the WONt in.t>:•~~ 
brina out the be51 in £b 
brt~ tb (Mck)down to eArth: 
m t001t (back)down toMJ"tb 
(with l\ ball&/bU.D1P'j01t) 

bl"lllll sbclo'o\'ll a pes or '"'0 
brine abface to faoe with WI: 
~comcf~toraccwlth~l\ 

brine sb rn.u circle S£e 
cxunc:II!OIIurn n.n eire~ 

brinllab m from thE.> colct U\' 

come tn n-om therold 
bnnl sb out of tlwc sbt>U: ~« 
C'Oml'outof ~'C>ur shcU 

brmgsb tobook 
brinJ sb to the 
(baraewin81Pf3Cl'ett..l 
tablt> 

brans $b to CMtrsen- :• 
COD\e to your r;eru;es 

bc"lnl;sb/slh to thelr lmHS 
brlna sbl&eh \19 to acratc:h . ~« 
not be upto~Ch 

brq $lb hoJnc tosb 
bring sth Into play 
brinl; slh to II be.'\d:..,.,. ~ 10 
a head 
br~ethtobMr 
bt'lt\G $1.h to Ught 
brinsstlvsb to mind 
brlng the bour;e down 
brlnsthorose~ to$b'SdleekS 
brinl!.' liJl th9 rNr 
brlnll/C3l.l sb to hHI 
brlnstpull sb \19 wtth "~urt 

BRINK 
boon the br1nk or doinG Slh 
on the bnDk of sth 

IAIITOtES 
100 b~ roc your briiCbcs 

BROAD 
a b~ C'hu1'ch 
bt> broad in the bfam 
broad (brush)sll'Oic.e:!l 
Ulbroaddl\YUsbl 

BROADEN 
tlt-DAdenl"·k!M all'& bOrbohS 

BROKE 
bt>lliu broke 
1!0 ror brola! 
v ltain't brok~'. don't nx it. 
'!'bey brok9 the mould 9/ben 
they rn.:~~ ab '$lb. 

81\0NX 
a Bronx cllftr 

lmOOM 
ancwbrDOIJ\ 

BROTH 
Too m1UU' c:ook5 (RIQU tbt> 
bl'()(h). 

BROTHEl! 
11 blood brother 
Blr: Scother 
Blr: Brother. see Btr: Bt'Other 
c:Mtrynnc :mel hl.s ~r 
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not bo )'OW' broth«'£ I<H:IK'r 
llf!OCJGHT 
be ~VC<Il!ed to 
acCOUDI 

look l.1l.c $0111Clhil\g the cat 
l!roUGhV~ in 

BROW 
b)•thcAwat of :fQ\Irbl'OW 

BROWN 

br IIW brvwll "~"bolT}' 
BROWN-BAG 
brown-b;.\8: St:t brown· 
ban1ne 

IIROWN•BAGGING 
brown-beeJ:ine 

BftOWN·NOSE 
~'1\·DOSe 

111110\\IM£ 
eunl'-'d brownlcpO{nb 

MOWS 
kniC)'(!Utbrows 

BRVNT 
he.3rital<e the brUnt of $1h 

BRUSH 
bt at daCt at a brush 
bfwd(bnl$h>str~w 
tar sb with 11M-bru!b 

IWBBLE 
burst lhehuhhl~Sllflhc 

bubble bunlr> 
1M bUbble bunu 

8UCI< 
buck naked 
make a f*fqux:lt huck 
(morel• blgeretc.) bAn& tor 

)'OW' buclt 
pass the buck 
The buck stops ben.>. 
The buck stop! v.11h sb.:­
The bui:k stOp$ hml. 

BUOIIT 
~ drop ln thl) b..aclld 
klc:lc 1M bucket 

BUO(OS 

swwc buckets 
BUCKS 
a buoo~>' 
lock/fed (like>" mliUon 
bud<.s 

IIIUD 
nisH1h tn the b ud 

BUDGE 
not b\tclii<>IGM""' i.acb 

I UR' 
IJl thA! but( 

BUFFERS 
h• tho tM\ff~ 

BUG 
be u 5oua ua bus in 11 roe 

BUGGERS 
pb)•JIIJJ,y b~ 

BUilD 
buUd brldaes 
buJldJrreuwork up a hod ot 
$learn 

.UII.r 
t.e built like a brldt 
.tutbou5e 

be built llkU tmk 
bt built Clfl sand 

BURN 

Rome wam'tbwlt tnad.iJ 
BULGING 
bot buWnslbW'Stins 11t the 
$H.DU 

Buu. 
be lull or bull 
bl.llil<.c;• bull In a chiM shop 
be hkea red rag toabull 
bull ·he:td e4 
hu • bull at a f!&te 
tboot tho breeze/bull 
rake the bllll by th• horns 

IIUIJ.ET 
blt.etbc bul~t 

IIUUETS 
~Wt:!lt buUets 

IIUU.V 
"bUlly pulpit 
Bully li>r )'OU! 

BUM JH 11/JO BUMS 
h bumMIJI 
a bum&teer 
lb!! bum'' rush 

BUMP 
c:omo{bu.ck)down to earth 
(with a ~bu.utp/Jolt) 

lil<CII bump Otlll kill 
BUMPER 
bum~tObum))('l' 
bwnper-~scr 
~tobump« 

BUMPING 
be bumpqalooi tht bottom 

BUMPY 
"b\Unpy/roush ride 

BUMS 
bllm$ on :sc;at!l 

BUN 
118'.·~ 3 bun tn lhcoO/t!n 

BUNCH 
be the best of a bed bunch/lot 

BUNDLE 
::o bundle oliO)' 
be a bundler:L Dl'n'K 

n01 be a bunclle 01 bUGflS 
noe goa bUDdlt on ath 

BUNNIES 
fudc lil<o b UCUll.oc 

BUNNY 
not be a htJIP)' bunru' 

BURDEN 
alx-a.st of b'.U'dm 

BURIED 
~ dtadand burled 

BtiRN SIN: ol.so IUANED, IIUftN­
ING. BURNS, IUIINT 
burn thcc.vw\lom both cnd5 
burn tht m1dnllbt ol.l 
bUrn )'0\lr bollu 
bum )'OW' brht._...s 



burn )'Our finger.< 
cra.&h and burn 
do a s low burn 
havc.monl'Y to burn 
with UlOn~ytobUTO:St.! haVl' 
money to burn 

BURNED 
be burned tMI crisp 
havel~t )'our (inat:rs 
burn~><VIIUMll 

BURN£R 
beoh the back bw•ner 
put sth on the back burner;""" 
be on the l):lck bUI-n"l' 

BURNING 
ha•;esth burnin~ s hole in 

)'Qltt pocket 
~D the home ftros burnlns 
Wet>? your ears burm.ng?:.l'a' 

)'Ol•re>Oll'\l mu$tbe burnlt\S 
I~mr t>an mu!'t bo burning 

BURNS 
f:olll<~ whil~: Romeo b\lms 

BURNT 
be burm tou~ 
havelttet ~urftnaers 
bnrne4'burnt 

BURST 
burnthcbubtlle:~tM 
bubble but91!1 

bur.<tlbust a blOod w:~.<:el 

BURSTING 
be buJGinSiblll'slwg SI the 

BURSTS 
che bubbJI) llursts 

BURTON 
~one-for a burcon 

BURY 
bUf)' the hatchet 
bury )'Om" headblthesand 

BUSH 
A bird In the lwld {IS worth 

l"-'0 in the bu$.11). 
a t sboiU/I.U'OOJltl the bush 
bu9b leat:Uf' 
th~ bu~h Lele&r..ph 

BUSHEL 
hide: )'ffilr Ugbt undera IIU$hl!l 

BUSHES 
beat the bushl's 

BUStfY.TAILED 
1Je b rll:ht ·ere<J 3nll bt~sby· 

tallod 
BtJSINESS 
be In hu!<ln a.:s 
btlsin~.51> 3~ 11!!\t.'\l 
business is business 
do a lal1d.om re busl:lJeSS 
do a ro<uinll business 
do tbe buslnf!!ls 
fWUtY WSi:nl!S$ 
Ukcnobod )''$ bll!llnc.~, 

mean busines& 
Mlll4 yow· O" '" business! 

m\x h usintll$ wilhpl~~~ 
monkey business 
Mllll the busl.ni!lss or doint stb 
the bul<incs.~ c'fld 

SUSMAN 
a bUSlll41l'S holld~· 

BUST 
burstlbus.tablood ''e9Sel 
bu.sl.tgut 
bust a gut Oaughin&) 
bust ;'Our~ 
b\Jst )'OUr ass 
b11$t yourto..<s/ba!Js 

BUStLE 
b ustle 8lld bustle 

BUSY 
lie>:• h~y ooe 
llo iiS husy N' a bolo 

BUT 
In aU but namE' 

BUTS 
no 1.fs sru3 buts 
no ifs. .-ncb or buts 

BUTT 
be<> p.'tin in thcasSibut1 
kick {sb's) bnrt 
slfabutt tson tM line 
woril .I:'Our asstbun off 

BUntR 
breadandlluner:~sb's 

hr<-.ac! and butter 
butter wouldn't lllelt in sb's 
1nnulh 

(lU t/flO thrnush $th liX~ ~·!hot} 
knif~.> through butter 

Sb'S bresil 3l1d bUUetr 
BUTTEREO 
know which sldE>l'OW' brood 19 

butt~'I'C<l (on) 
BUTI£RFUES 
)lll"t bu ttc•rfii£!$ (If\ :.-our 
stomach) 

BUTTON 
:t hut but1Qn 
oo as brlllht as a button 
be: BS cu&.e a~ a bult011 
~utton it! 
ha~ a/yOur flnger Oil the 
button 

hitl l)reli$/J)ush the panic 
button 

on the button 
pre~/pu.sh ttw right 
bull~ntbuttons 

(I ililit)on the button 
BUTTONS 
lJ«:ss/push lherll!ht 
button/bunons 

liUZZ 
a buuv;oord 
&~ s buzz l'h'>mcJhldolttS sth: 
see lti\'9 sba bun 

&1'-e sba bun 
BY 
byamilr 

by R DO!it: 
by a wbis.kcr 
by and )&rife 
by mil~ .M' by a mile 
by the down 
wltl'lout so muC'lt au by-your­
leave: 

BYGONES 
Let bygon~stlebygones. 

BYWAYS 
the highwAys ani! byw;~.vs 

C-NOTE 
aC.noto 

CABOODLE 
tbt> whole (ltj t and) cabood.lt> 

CACX-HANDED 
~<:k·IUincll'd 

CADET 
a space cadet 

CAG£ 
rattlesb'scaae 

CAHOOTS 
be in c.. hoot$ 

CAIN 
r.>i:<c Olin 

CAKE 
ssllceot U1e Uke 
bea pleceot cake 
ba\'c }'ourt<llwanacat il (too) 
we the c:s}(e 

lbcJroslingOll the .US.o 
thE> iciJl£ on lbe cake> 

CAK£S 
1!f.11\roll llk.c hOI c;uw~ 

CALF 
kiU llll! fait~ calf 

CALL 
a call i!lrl 
a clruion c.'l.!l 
s clo~e <'311 
•judK!IJ('nt caU 
a port of call 
<I w;t)U>·UP ~ 
answer me call of nai:W'e 
be stsb·s beck and C3l1 
bctOOcl~c tOCllll:~acl!m! 
call 

brlngtc:sUsb to he-el 
call a $ptldC A spade 
call Ita da>' 
c::slllt quUs 
call of£ thodoea 
call sb names 
call Sb'S b luff 
esllst.h tnroque5tkm 
call the sbot1-/tune 
<:-all/ cash In }'llur chips 
Jl.a\'e ONtca.U on sth 
not Ita\~ a ml.nutc to c.ill )'Our 
own 

CALLED 
be brought! called to account 

CALUNG 
s caUJnscam 
!he pot cal1i.ni thE> kettle black 



CALLS 
He who p~<s the piper tails 
the tune. 

CAlM 
the calm before the stonn 

CAME 
Then •«: plen ty more wh<!rc 
they/that came from. 

CAMEL 
the &traw Ehat bn>llks the 
c:o~mol"sblld< 

CAMP r~ also CAMPS 
:. e:~mp Col lower 

CAMPEtl 
not ~s happ:r camper 

CAMPS 
hs•;-e/l<wp a foot in both CmlJ)S 

CAN 
a can of V.'Drtns 
M best <>$ )'IJ<l can 
as oost YQ\l can 
betnthecan 
can rounl 5th on the Ji ngCTS or 
Olll'hand 

e<ln•do 
can tslllthe legs oft' an iron 
pol 

1:3n-y tbt can 
I can take it Of k'.a,·cit. 
t>iu or get Ott the C3nfpol! 
Shit or get orr the t'Mipol! 
You can say thBI azain! 
Youcanl.:llk! 

CAN'T 
can' t betteo.·e )"Our ears 
can' t boil tUHigg 
can't cut it 
can't cut the mustard 
can't do sthJor toffee 
cM't forthe life of me 
can't bear YQUI'S(llf think 
can't hold a candle 14 'btsth 
can't put a roo.t wrong; :lllEmot 
l>Ut a foot wrong 

can' t tal<e/l.<eep your eye!l orr 
.Sb/$th 

CANARY 
like the cat that ate the canary 

CANDLE 
burn the candle at both ends 
c:m'r h(•Jd a e;mdl~ ro sblsth 

CANDY 
~aseas.y as takin2 candy 
from a baby 

be like a kid in a candy store 
be 11)(<: t:l.k tog CM<Iy from a 
bsby 

e}>etmtr.d candY 
CANNON 
a Jcw..,;e c..:tnnun 
c:annon foddl.'r 

CANO£ 
P<TddJt> )'QUI' Own CAn D<' 

CAP 
af~athcc ILlSb'SC<IP 
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eome/flO all! in band 
If th<\ea)> fl~(waui\). 
pUt }'Olll' I h lnklng C3D on 
tOQ8p II all 
to c<lp/crown/ top it au 

CAPITAL 
\Vilh a capital (iVBtC etc.) 

CARBON 
a carbon cop)' 

CARD see also CARDS 
1\ <:allins <".ard 
a drawln2 eard 
a h nl& c3<'\l 
,, t rurop c<lt'd 
.swlld c-ard 
be one c.trd/sc\'t:ral cards 
shon of afull deck 

ha''l.'a c:;~rd "''your $1¢~"''-' 
CARD-CARRYING 
b<:.u c;lrd·Cil.rcylns me mber of 
sth 

CARDBOARD 
<:~U"dbo<tnl cit>· 

CARDS 
<'I hO\-Of Qll~ 
be In the cards 
be on the C<l.l'd!o 
be <»>e card/U\'el':ll cards 
short of :~ (ull ®ell 

havet hold au the card9 
(if yuu} play )'Ot~r ('<U'd$ right 
~1>1s7 yuur c:ar<b clooe to 
yourcltest 

IP,y/put yourCdl'd.son the 
lllble 

lh!! cards are t.t.1.cked qlljnst 
eb 

CARE 
not c:sn>/clvu fl£ 
rl¢1 eal'elglvc• hoot 
not C!llWgi\'e a toos 
not c:aretgl\oe tuppence 
not carolgi\'c two hoots: s.renOt 
csre/,0\·e slloot 

not h.a\oe a c.are In the world 
without" """' in UM: Yo'OTld: .scc 
not ha•;o a care in tho world 

CARES 
for all sb <:8J"l'5 
have the cai"eWV.'tliGht of the 
world oo )'OUT Shoulders 

CARPET 
roll out the red carpet 
swC<'p ~th undonhce<tr.PUt 

CARRIED 
be can· ted out foot fLrst 

CARROT·AND-STlCK 
C.SrMlt•&UHtlck 

CARROT-TOP 
a~arrot-top 

CARRY 
a o·os9 (!b h$ ) 14 carry 
C81.'TY A torch i.or sb 
cany the ball 
carry tlur Cdll 

CAT 

csrey lh!! day 
carry weight 
cam•/ta:kecoals to Newca.stle 

CART 

pur the cart before the horse 
CAI!VEO 
be c:ar\'00/r;et In stone 

CASE 
a basket oo.se 
a ~e It> j)Oint 
b@ on sb'scar;e;-001got on &'b's 

CJlSI! 
be on me cas., 
~r orr sb's ~c:~ I!C)I on sb's 
case 

gc:t ont>b's cao<o 
I rest my case. 
~ • ftodmd c;tSi;(out)or 
sth 

mal:e (our) a case for 
sthl<!oing WI 

CASH 
li CitWCOW 
call/ca.sh tnyourcblps 
cotSb <tn tll.barrt>lhei.l<l 
coldeMb 
hllnl~'hsh 
l"ttO)' cas:h!money 

CAST 
be cast tn thess.mentoulcl 
cast a paU on/o,'Cr tilh 
cast 8!1perslonr; on sb/stb 
~·iron 

cast Pt'8ds before swine 
cast your lot with sb 
ca.styourmlnd back 
cast your net WJdetwlder 
C.'I:SVCWI )'Otll'/an eye o;~r sth 
the die Is cast 

CASTIHG 
thl' castinacouch 

CASTU 
An Enali&hmail'& home is bis 
c:astle. 

king or theeuue 
CAST\.ES 
CW~tles in the air 

CAT see Also CATS 
a cat and mOUS>e {!Allie: sw play 
e.'lt and mouse 

afatcat 
a g rin llkeaChel'htrecat 
be like a cat on a hct tin roof 
bothe Qllt'swhisken; 
Curloslt:y killed the cat. 
(lght like cat ancl dog 
I!T1n like a Cbeslllr'ecat&l'ia 
g r lllllke a Cheshire cat 

l ias the cat ~:ot your 14n!llle! 
let the cat out or the b.ag 
like tht> Q8t that ala the canary 
like tbe cot th.st 801 the cre:un 
look lik~oomcthiJ\gtlw .,... 
broughvdragged 1n 

Look what the cafs dragged lnl 



<:AT61RP 

not ha,·c u c«t In bcl.l"s clWI~ 
not l'O<IDl to swing a cnt 
play cat ami mouse 
put/set thecat 8Jllomc the 
pige<mS 

"""' whlt:h wa...v O•e C<tt lumps 
1'h~.·smore than one WilY tO 
Sl<in~CilL 

Wben/W'bile the cat's atYIIY 
(the: mlc:c: will J>k\Y). 

CATBIRD 
b~ (o.ltll.J'IQ) lh lho ""thl.rd 
fl?at 

CATCH ~e aho CATCHES, 
CAUGHT 
·;.t c=llch 22 ~llunllon 

catc.h 22 
~~arewrayl 
.,..tch~~tch-...., 

catchsbcold 
catch sb .In the act 
catohsbon the hop 
catch sb red.·handed 
catch sb w\tb their 
flnt:mlh.9.nd l.n the uu: SH 
1\il'~ )'Our nng<:rslbii.Dd In the 
till 

catch sb's eye 
catch sb'stthedrllt 
COltch some r'.Q'$ 
catch the WB\'9 
COlkh )'0\lr bre:~th 
catchlcoJ)Jgotsomez's 
catch/~ hell 
calcb/h.1\•e sb bang to r ight$ 
<:4\tc:hlhit\'C ~b ®ad to rights 
catch/take sb off &U8l'd 
1f YQil cutchtset my drtfl; ~ 
2et &b'slthe drift 

II you ClitchiGet the d.rifl.: l'CC 

r.et sb'slthe drift 
you·u caleb 11. 
You'U catch )'Our death (of 
mld)l 

CATO!rS 
if s!)/6\h C'<ltchu a cold . 5bl6th 
~ets pneumonia 

Th.: early bird catchGs the 
worm. 
wh~nsbtstbsneoeus.sb!sth 
c:.td><-s " .,old 

CATS 
fight Like Clits and dogs: .M~ 
tight tlke cat and dog 

It's nlnlng c.a.ts and doGJ!! 
CATTLE 
a cattle m arket 

CATTY.CORN£R 
c:;tit)o.eorner 

CAJTY..CORNERED 
cai1Y~omm:d:-catty· 
corner 

CAUGHT 
~ ""ught M'llo.,en two gtoOJg 

be ca\llht in the crossfire 

b~ e:~l.lght in the: middle 
be C4UJtht ruiJll:>ittJr 
be oaul!ht .s:hort 
~ cauiht with l'O\Ir' 
pa.JliJ/t.ro\l8tl'S dawll 

bl: like • <lccT/,..hhlt ~ugh\ In 
tho hfadll2bts 

wouldn't be csUJ:hL'se-en 
d Md 

CAUSE 

c.auaa/~te A ctik-
m.'lli4J common eause with sb 

CAUTION 
err on lh~ &!de of caution 
U1t'OW c..utio:n to the wind(S) 

CAVE 
llll AJ;!j,4J1ln.ICll\'e 

CAVI:S 
lh~ roofca,•es/fallsln 

CElUNG 
a. ala~>S ceiling 
hit the CllUinglroof 

CEMENT 
coul!l talk u tlllel' w~aernent 

aNT 
net" n:<1 cent 

O:NTtll see also ceNTRE 
beltake center st9ge:­
beltt'ke centre$1:18¢ 

CENTRE 
00/b.k<: .,entre s~.;,gc 
left. rlllht and 03il!N 

CENTS 
Cor t ... 'O c:ent!t 
put your two cents ('l<orth) in 
)'Our t\\'Ooents (Worth): S«put 
)'Our two cm11i (WOrtll) in 

CERT 
beadcoad ~l 

CERTAIN 
sb()f a oertain ><ge 

CHAFF 
.:A!Jl'"'"te the wheat tram the 
cMff 

CHAA NG 
~chsnugat tbcblt 

CHAIN 
a ball and ch.s.!n 
a weak link (In the ch:oln) 
J"illl}'ttnk •b's cl1llin 

CHAIR 
keep~bon theedgaof their 
chair' 

nearly f<3li afT your dwir 
O!AUCE 
a poiJIOned cballoe 

CHALK 
be ol.s diffcxmt ao chalk and 
cheese 

be (lil<e) challs.Md chcl'$<J 
cbalk sth up to experience 
not by a lonsd!alk 

CHALKI'AC£ 

at the chalkfat::e 

CHAMPING 
bechampins/al'.oiiiPinSat tho 
bit 

CHANCE 
a flt'ty..ftny chMce 
"llgh~ d..:mce 
a SPOrting thllnce 
Cbancl' vrould ~ a flnp thins I 
chrulte your arrn 
Fat chance! 
gl.ven haJj a/the c:hanoa 
b,.., ""o;v<> for/on tho m~l.n 
chance 

not a dlost of a chance 
nothit\·e.,cat in oolfsch:lnce 
no! hi\V~> n d'l~noclhopc: in t.coll 
not bR\•c A d o&'s chanoe 
nol hll.\oe amowbi.U"Scruwce 
in h~ll 

stand a c.hance 
CHANCES 

YOUl>alo'S )'OUr money (;md you 
~your chances). 

CHANGE 
a cltang~ of heut 
A IOOP<U"\1 <:.1.111/d~"t 
chnnsc i~r- ~pou. 

a fltR chAAgo 
chanee bands 
d"lllnGe tack 
chan£e )'Our tune 
ch;\I1Sillkccp up/mo~ with 

IJlt> tlrne6 
cban~m<:nd )'Ourwa..vs 
chop and ch:tnsc 
getnochaneeoutof 6b 
the change or hl'e 

CHANGE$ 
rtng thechanges 

CHAPT£1\ 
be a chapter of accidents 
g;,..,/quote(•)chnpter :~nd 

\'CT.S41 
CHARITY 
Charity begins at homo. 

CHARLEY 
a c:h:lr1cy hor$e 

CHARM 
work like a dl«rm 

CHAJIM£0 
luMI.II .. lldlli'"' a charmGd. hfo 

CKASE 
a 113~1' chase 
a v&d·t;oose chase 
chase ralntKm·~ 

c.basoa the dr'agon 
cutto thedu.se 

CHASER 
an ambtll~chaser 

CKASING 
bo d m5tn& )'OW" tnU 

Clf.ATTEJ.S 
)'OUl" iOods IUld chattels 

CltATnRING 

the cbatterl.ng~.s 



CHEAP 
n dJ<-O>J>~t 
che.ap snd clu!e:rf\11 
tbea.p IUld ~· 
Cheap at halt lbeJ)l"b! 
dirt~ 
ure uche.ap 
onthtcheap 
p Oe IVthem blgh and sen 
iutbemcheap 

C itE(]( 

aru~rch«:k 

ask (sb}for a rain check;~ 
I'll take a rain check 

bold/kl!epsth/6binc:hPC.k 
J'D got a rain ch~ 
I'll t•aral.D check 

CHECKS 
chrdts Md b;UQJ'I(.-cs 

CHEDDAR 
Hanll'l'<>ugbdte4darl 
Stiff cheddR.rl 

CHEEK 
cheek by j0\\1 
tongue Ill chE£k 
turn tbcotht!r chClek 
~OI)~ur toneneln>~ 
c.lleek 

CHEEKS 
brinime.-tosb's 
cheeks 

1'\\t the ro~~C:¥ i n $b'$ oh~'Ck5 

CHEER 
:l UrOI\l< c:hf~r 
cb«!rsbtothcecho 

CttEERAJI. 
~Md~Iful 

CHEESE 
s blgchc.-
be as differ?nt as <:balk and 
cheese 

be (lllro) c:b;>lk and cbre.s<~ 
cheesE"oparina 
H~cheese! 
Say che<-~c! 
Stiff cheese! 

OIEQU£ 
abunkcbeque 

CHEIIRI£5 
We lS Jwt a bo'll'l ot cherT !H. 

CHIARY 
a btuorlhe~IT)' 

ast'OC»Hl Wtt: at U~drurry. ~ 
a bile of tbccbrny 

another bite at tbedlen'y: :w 
·' bite or the chCfT)" 
ch~>ITY·Pi<:k sbl51h 
d~<;rry-p!~ -c:berry­
pick~Sih 

OIESHIRE 
s Grin like a Cbe3hin!cat 
Rr1n tikco. Chc:shire ut $«" 

grin like a Uteshll-e cat 
CHEST 
a hop~chc.st 
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s¢t It orr }'()UJ c""'st 
keeprplan-~ur csrd.~ dose to 
your chest 

puthabis)on )'0\ll'chest 
CHESTNUT 
an old chestnut 

CHEW 
blle oft' more lhsn you can 
chc~ 

cbewsb'u.ss (out) 
chew~cud 

chew the ftt t 
chew the rat: 

CHICJ(£N 
achlc:kt>n and ettl\ siruation 
beno &prinachicken 
dlicken feed 
chidcl!n·h~~ed 

like a dllckcn wi1h JLS bead 
cutotr 

llkll n headla.s chldccn 
CHICXENS 
chickens come hqmc to roost 
Don't count your chkkenr; 
(before 1 hey'rc 1\alchl:<l). 

CHIEf 
be chief cook and bottle 
voa.aher 

CHllFS 
too m lll'lY c:hlefs (and not 
ftnOugh Indians) 

CHILD 
a latchkey cb1ldlltld 
• h•Vllc:hild 
be child's pis:; 
be like a child ln :o a"""'l$hiiP 
be witb chlJd 

CHILDREN 
Children l<lmuld be: ,...,n ·"" ' 
not Iiiiard. 

C .. LL 
chill sb to the bonet ma.rrow 

C .. LUD 
be c:ttllled to the bon.elmarrow 
be thlllcdlfl"ozcn to t he 
marrow 

C .. LLS 
~Md chiiiA c!MvnfltJ> sb's Spine: 

CHIN 
be up tO)'OOr chln IMih 
Chln ur! 
keep )~urchin up- $1W Chin 
up: 

tm u on the clun 
CHINA 

b<- likca hull ina china shop 
would not do all for all the tl'l 
lnCbln$ 

C .. NK 
a chink in sb'& armor 
a cb1nk In !lh's arntour 

CHINLESS 
3 chlhlf'~~wonder 

OUf' 
a b3rgslnlng chip 

CIRCUMSTANCES 

"cW~J on' Uu:<>lll block 
have <1 clllp on your shoulder 

CHIPS 
be in the chill$ 
cslllcaslltn )~urehtp:Q 
ha\-c had its chill$ 
hs\"e bsd )'OUT chips 
Itt tlw chips f~ll where thC)' 
may 
~pit cltlps/~Ck$ 

wh"n thc chiP5ai"' dOIA'I'l 
CH0c:OLAT1i 
chocolate box 

OtOICE 
be spoiled loc-choic:e 
beS!lOilt forcboice 
Hobson '8 c:hok:e 
You.,..,)'$ your money (3nd you 
takes your choloe). 

CHOMPING 
be cllaal9lnllch~irul at tht 
bit 

CHOOSERS 
Be~:prs can't bechoosen;. 

CHOP 
be lbT t.he chop: sn>Eet the cbop 
bedllen lhC C'MP 
c:bop :md ch~ 
Chop chop! 
net t.he chop 

CHORD 
suiMachord 
atrU;eltoucha chord 

CHOSEN 
the chosen~· 

CHRISTMAS 
like tw"keys , oottJ'C for (an 
early) Ctlrt!;tm.tS 

CHUMP 
be off )'OW' chump 

CHURCH 
a broad clrurcb 
be as poor a~~ church~ 

OGAR 
cta5e, but no C!gal: 

ORCI.£ 
a v.lclous cu:cle 
brins sb t\tU circle:~ 
come/go/tum full ctrcle 

oome/b"\•lturn full ci.rde 
SCitllln! the circle 
Tht wheoet has oome!turaed 
tulJ ctn:Je.:~comelgo/tum 
full ctrcle 

CIRCUS 
eo<U'IIWldlround lnclrcl~ 
nm around/round in circle~ 

OIICULATION 
bod<. itt di"ClJJlatlon: ,....out of 
circulatJon 

out of dn:ulatlon 
OROIMSTANCE 
p<Ilnp antl Clt'CW1\SL1net< 

CIROJMSJANCES 
in reduced circumstances 



ORCUS 
slhree-rlni: CirCUS 

CIRCUSU 
brudand~s 

OTIZ£N 
s seC(Ind-rlL~ cld2P..n 

OTY 
C3rdbo.,nl cit)' 

OVIL 
keejla c!vll oo~e In }"Our 
hc\ld 

CLAIM 
!lb'~;;datm to rame 
stake a/ your daial 

OAM 
IHla& happy an clam 
shut up like a clam 

CLANGER 
drop a danger 

CLAP 
clap e }"eS on sbtsth 

CLAPtiAM 
tlw mantwornan on the 
Claph:Jm umnillus 

CLAPf'£0-ouT 
clapped-out 

CLAPKRS 
like the clappers 

CLARION 
3 clarton call 

C\.ASSES 
the chattering classe.9 

ClAW 
c~ your wa)· back from 6th 
nglu tooth and clawJnall 

ClAWS 
getherclaws into&b 
S\'f:!'OUTChiW~ inlo$1) 

ClAY 
feerotctay 

CLEAN 
a clean bill of h~-1\lth 
a clean break 
a c:Joan stteet 
a dean sLate 
3 ClC8h >'l'o\.'<!Jl 
be as clean as a new pin 
be M dean""~ whistle 
titan ®your IWt 
come clean 
h."lve clr:nn hand !I: Sl!•lwcJ> 

)'QUr bilncbc rWM 

kl!epjl)ur lmnds clean 
kte)) your nose dean 
1~ke a clean ~tot It 
shaw 6b 8 c.lcan pu.ir of 
heelS 
~qu .. ak>·~n 
uoipe the slate dean:~ a 
dt'8Jl slste 

C1.£ANER 
lak~ sb to the cleaner's 

CLEANU NESS 
Cl•-:.ntineoqc iJ next to 
God\~ 

CLEAR 
be as clear 1» CI"Y6tal 
be ;\.• cleur :111 mull 
be ., clear/ plain as day 
be In thecle<~.r 
cleaNUt 
clear~ed 
d~:31" $b"s nume 
cleacthealr 
clesr the deck~ 
cn·~>tal clear: :v.v be 86 clc!IT as 
cey6t81 

leave lhe Ot=l<l deo.r rCir sb 
Joud aodcl.,r 
out or a cl1!3J'(blue}sl;y.~out 
of the blue 

steel'Clearot sthlsb 
ttl(' COAl> I IS cleAr 

CllFT 
in lldt'OI\'lick 

Cl.EVER 
a clcvw bOOts 
a clevercla~s 
a cl C.'!V(!r d kk 
be 100 cl('VIlr b!' bal:f 
boxde,•er 

CLIMB 
amountam todlmb 
dimblf!(Jt on )'OUT hiJtb 
hllf'!le 

dimb/f!(Jtlhop into bed with 
sb:JNbe In bed with sb 

O.IM8ER 
n 60Cial climber 

OJM81NG 
be d imbi ns the w:Uls 

O.ING 
cling onlblll!8 on by :!'Wl' 
flnEernalls 

d ln.-; OlVhan.s on by )'001" 

Ti~llp~ 
C\JP 
dtp&b'g~s 

ClOAI<-ANO.DAGGER 
c:loak-and-d.ag~:er 

CLOOC 
sround·the-clock: 58! 

around/round the clock 
arOI.IIIdlround the clock 
dock-watci111\{!:A:r w:tu:h lho: 
dock 

kill the dock 
pm/lllrn the clock bac:k 
I1IC'e against. the clock 
nmOUilhcclock 
watch the clock 
"''<>rk ;o .,a I nst lhe clock 

CI.Oo<WORI< 
be as nEU1ar asclockvrork 
GOfrun/1\'0rl< lll<e 
clockwork 

llkeclockwork 
O.OGS 
a clev\>r cloES 
pop your clor,~ 

CLOSE see ;,~ CLOSED, 
Cl.OSING 
II cl<lo.e C:lll 
a cl05e shlt\oe 
be <:JO~ tO hODtll 
he close ta the bone 
be olo6eto the mArk 
tlel tiQ cl~~; for comfort 
be too close to call: S« a d ou 
Cllll 

closo rank6 
clote up £bop 
C'Jasc )'1\Ur ~A ancs think or 
EnB]Md. 

Close, butnoctgar. 
dose/ dear to sb's heart 
cl~...ear at bud 
clo.se/ £hut tbe door on sth 
c!oset sltut )'OUr e)'es to ath 
l<rop/ p)Ryyouroartl5do$cto 
)'Ourchesl 

sail c:IU5C to the wll\t'l 
saU close to the wtud 

ClOSED 
be a closed book 
beblnd ClOSed ClOOrs 
clo•ed-t!OOr set behind CIOS#'d 
doors 

sbcoold do 5111 \'lith their eyes 
c!O.'Iedi$!\Ut 

ClOSET 
:t.k.dcton In lhe/)'OUrdMd 
ooa»: out or th9c:losct 
m thecloset. .wtcomeoutot 
thec~t 

CLOSING 
~~s~thesuble 
dooraflerthe horv has 
bolt~d 

O.OTH 
a rnAnof the cloth 
be cut &om the $Sl!lt' doth 
cloth ea"" 
cut your cloth accordin11 to 
your•~~ 

M youccoat aocordinal to :roue 
dotb 

im"t>ntsthoutofwhole 
clotll 

1113l<e$1h up out or whok 
dotll 

takethed otb 
CLOTHING 
a wolf in sheep's clothing 

a.ouo 
a cloud onlheboriZOll 
tx- 011 cloud nine 
be under a cloud 
£,-ny d oud ::u.s s JUWr 
11n1ns. 

ClOUO<UCKOO 
li\., in r luud-c:udtoo lnnd 

a.ouos 
bsve your head In the 
clouds 



with ~'0\lr bead In the clouds; 
Si1! haVI! your hN.d hJ the 
Cio<~<l> 

ClOVER 
ooinclowr 

CUIB 
be in the club 
be fu U~epudd.ln~rclub 
Join lhcclub! 
Welcome to the c lub' 

a uE 
llOt b~ a clue 

CLUTCH 
clu!clll!n'IIS])&tstraws 

CLUTCHES 
be in ~b·s clu.tche!t: $:-C' r~ into 
slft<clutch•>$ 

falllntosb's dutcbes 
COACH 
dri,•e A coach and horses 

Oll'OUgh sth 
COALFACE 
lll thl'coalface 

COAI.S 
csny/take ooa.ls to t-:ewcas!le 
d~haul !Ita over the coals 
rill«: cn'Qt' the .,,.,t.; 

COA$T 
coa~t·to-ooest: S>?t(fi'otul ~t 
to<:oost 

(from) coast tocosst 
th<· <:i>a.•t H cle:1T 

COASTE.R 
a roller c.oas1er 

COAT 
rut your cost a.ccordi.n2 to J;our 
cloth 

on sb's COI\t·tiills 
COATS 
the mt>n in white ooal$ 

COBWEBS 
lllow away 01e cobwebs 

COCK 
a cock-and-bull s tory 
ci)Ck a ,nuuk 
the cock of the wall< 

COOCLES 
warm lhe cockles of your 
l~e~rt 

COFFEE 
a coffee tAble book 
W~keup:.oo~lhlw 
coffee: 

COFFIN 
anoth~r nail ln tbc.-oo!lln 
Ute nnaJ nalltn tbe ootnn 

CO<> 
o COli: in t he maolllnttwi\~JCI 

COIL 
shuffle orr thls morcal coil 

COIN 
be differenUopposite Iii des of 
thl> ~e rol.tl 

be tVI'O&ldca of thc~c:coin 
pa~·sbOOcklntbelrowncom 

the other slde of !he oo!n 
IOCO!n a pbnl$e 

COINING 
becolutnclt 
be coining money 

COLD 
a coldfisll 
a cold !ln.1JI 
be"-~ cold m; ice 
be cold comfort 
be cold enour;h 10 ~the 
balls off A brA$s monk(')·;~ 
bt·ao;s monkey wealh~r 

blow bot and cold 
t:>rlngsb In rrom the eold: nc 
tau~ 1aft.-ont Ule<:oJd 

C;:\tClt ~b cotCI 
coldc:asb 
cold·should~rsb: st't! Gl\-e sb 
the cold sho\!ldcr 

cold. turlte)· 
rold-turkey: nero! d. turkey 
come lnfl'ont ihecold 
f~l!go bot <Uld cold {;ill o,·cr) 
get cold feet 
gl\'e $b the co l.d shoulder 
if ::b/.cll c.:rlch.,." cold.$W:>th 

E;.c:l:;,. pnt.~llll}I()Jlil\ 
1n a (cold) sweat 
1n cold blood 
ln lhe rold ll.dU of day 
\ea,·c sb cold 
l\>a' 'C5boutin theoold 
msker;b's blood run cold 
pourlthlmv eotd wacer on stb 
sb 'a blood runs cold: see mal<e 
~b's blood run cold 

take a cold sllOt'm' 
whensbt~hsneezes,sb/sth 
catchl.'S a cold 

You'D catch ~oour d<!&th(of 
cold)! 

COllAR 
hot Ulldl!r the collar 

COW SION 
he on a colliSlon course 
puVS~-1 sb on 11 collision 

COW'Sie: see be on a colUmn 
()()tl~ 

COLONEL 
a ColonPI Bl~ 

COLOR see also COLOUR 
a borspof anolh~>r/adifferent 
color 

COLORS see <IISO COLOVII5 
come throu.gl\IIJ3.SS wllh 
O>·inc cOlors 

COI.OUfl 
see the colour of sb·s money 

COLOURS 
come ~pass wllh 
Qyin~c.olours 

tta1l )'OUr COlO UN to the 
mast 

sail uader false colours 

s:e.:! sb 111 their cruc colours: 
set' show sb in thPir true 
<:olour~ 

~ sb's true colours: st't'shOW 
sbln lhcir I rue co louT~ 

show&b in their true colours 
sl1ow )'OUr true cotoun: st't! 
•lww ~bIn their true 
colours 

COMB 
wllh " fine-tooth mmb 

COME see <tis<> CAME. 
COMING, COMES 
bell.i[crazy.rricb etc.) ll.ithey 

be:/ come d0\'11'1\ on sb Uk.e a ton 
of bricks 

be.!comeu.pagalnsta brlck 
wall 

cbickem; come home to roo.st 
com~> a cropper 
oome a KUtser 
Cmne a.satn? 
come (bad\) down to t>arth 
(Wiih a bane/bump/JoiO 
eome~fl-om the dead 
CQmC'cl""n 
rotl><· duwn lhe pi.ko 
rome racetofsoewllh ~ 
come face tofaoe "·iUu;th 
come h ell or hl~h 'A'IW'r 
come h<>me to I"'OSt:.,.., 
chlckens oonu; home to J"'05t 

rome home 19 sb: st't'bi:1~U: sill 
bomoto~b 

come In ror [alotol/someetc.J 
stick 

come Jnfromtbecold 
come fn!Ofullr>lw:w 
nllow'sive 5th full p!~zy 
~~ ltltO}'OUl'/ltsown 
cornt or usc 
comt>o!f seoond best 
eotne onlik(•gangbu!<ttln 
COtn90n6troDB 
C9111<: one,oomc;ill 
comeoutfll!htin!t 
come outln Otc wao;b 
come out of tbecl~t 
comeoutot}')ur&lu!U 
COII\f: OUl~·l•.'lflSill{; 

come out/upsmellllll!! like 
rose.s 

come out/UJ) 6!11Plll.ni of 
roses 

(come) rain or $hln.­
comc the t":lwpr.n•:n 
come tllrough/p(l...<s with 

fl)'lllg color-s 
come to a full stop 
com(' to a he<~cl 
oomecosstiekyeJld 
come h>I>IOW$ 
comcto&ricf 
cometoh ecl 



comctoUIIht:wbr1ngstll to the curtain come$ down on CClHCAI!n 
U~bl sill be &et in COf\CI'1'19 

com~ to terms will! sth "'hel> youHhlp c:om;:Sln COHOITI~ 

come to !he {baqainlna:/prace COMEUPPANCE be In mlnt condldon 
~~1 tabl~:.-brtngsbm the &~>~r~cuppance CONJURE 
[barp.inu.;JIN08 ecc.J table COMFORT .see •lso COMFORTS • uam• tocorVun> with 

come 10 )'QUI" sc~ be cold comfort C~ON 
c:on~ wider nre be tooclll!leforoomfon h.s\-e a conniption Ot 
come nnd ued COMFORTER C()NQUER 
come u11$t U<k 11 Job '$ OOUifOrter dl\"lde and eonquertrule 
cotnt UJ> with 1he 1100\h COMFOIITS CONS 
M h'-' Up/Ill"" Ill\ h 'U tlll"' .... ,.., .. ,..,. """''0"'. l1••1w11• '"'"d ~)lit 
come what may COMING CCNSCIENCE 
come within a whb keror be comlng/C4lllng ap.ATt at the pr!C)c s.b·s c:onllderu:e 
stllldolnutb &eams CONSPICUOUS 

come wW•In an aoe or E'~ryt.hinj!'s C:Oinlll$ up be conaplcuou.~ hy )'0\lr 
5lhldoing~ rwcs. Abiencc 

come w1lhln an tncb or dDU~~E hadltco~ CONnMPLATE 
s:lh h!wt uh <'011\11\11 oou ()(your e~•~ llVronwtnpW~ )"OW" 

comelcn~Wlout of tho ('41'$ n a>-el 
woodwork If sb lhluks stb. the)''\'t gol CONTEMPT 

oome/ llCI (down) ofT your hiab - anollMr l:hing/think comi.naf Famillarie>• breeds 
hone . .llfl!dhnbfget on )'Our not be backwSJ'd In mmblg contempt. 
hlahhorw forwllnl CONTENT 

COUU!/get 10 gt Ips WUh sth Mt know l.tlwbelber you are 1.0 your hf!3Et's ooment 
CUUIVIIS'J dlOUii WI lhc r-Ide wmin& Uf"IS'Iin!l COHTeNnON 
COrnlliSO ~> Jn h;mcl ~~~~mtns " hoM ot contention 
comet so down in tho wortd Yrbllt'& the wor ld COtDI08 tot COHTRADicnON 
come/go hat In hand COMIN<iS a contrad.lcd.on In terms 
comet!;() under the hammer !he cominGS and soiflGS CONTRARY 
come/Ro ~In the world: :m? COMMAS contrary to popular 
comc:tGO dov.-n In the world In ln\ttled commaA belid'lq,l nlon 
comel~>owitbtheterritory COMMIT COHVENllONAL 
come/go/rum full drcle colmntt sill to memory l.lle~Uooal/~ 
comci$J)Tingto mind COMMON wisdom 
llM>' come. easY 1!0 a~; common as mud< CONVERSATlON 
J'irst c:on.e, f'll'stseT\-ed. common SJQIIn(l A. con•'Cn:ttlon pleQe 
ha\'1: 001ll8 Il i On II Wt</ COIWIIOJHir-p.cden CONVERTED 
rll/wc·u rTOSS I hat brtdgc make common~ with sb prwch to lhe converted 
\liNn l lwec:omv toll. the common touch CONVlcnONS 

If Mohammed will not go to CJu•lower.t common haVe the courage or your 
lhe mowu.a.ln. the moun \.:Ill> denomi.-.tur c:on\ic:tions 
lnu.st comt to llf<>l&.~mmed. COMPANY coo 

It'll all rome out in tbe wash. be In good company bWandcoo 
not rome amls.9 :\l~ey (()\'el eorn(l3ll}! COOK ~ :dJo COO« ED, 
not come ur to scratch:-not prclient compam.· acep~ COOIONG 
be up to scrat ch presl!fll CO!np3ll)' e1duded oo chl..t OQOk and bOlJJe 
thc$h:~peor CJ1tnss locomc two'& compe.ny (thml's a 'va5h« 
'I'M wheel has come/turned crowd) cookSb'sgoose 
fuUetrcle..:.llfl!comeJgo/turn COMPAJIE OOOk tbe boo~ 
full circle com pan? nntes COOJt£0 

t b.tnJtS lurre oome tafreached a COMPARISOH becoo~donctoaturn 
Pn>lt>' PitS$ J)<J.)e by tin comparuon COOKIE 

WIUI the co-.,-s come hotnt COMPLIMENT 10 siii.Rrt coollie 
COMES a back-handedcompl1ment a toucll cookie 
as It comes aleft·han(led ~plin1cnt cookicxuttw 
II 100 "'Orst~ toth11 rewrn the compliment Ttl.st's the Wll)' the coo4<1~ 
worst COMPUMefl'S crumble$. 

ll' wor!ot cotlteiiO wor-st ~h ro~ compliments COOKING 
IC/whon it OJmo& to the COMPOS becooklngon~ 
crunch be com()(¥.< mtt~tl'lo be cooking with 8N 

lC/when pu.~ c:on~~Sto shove CONCLUSION \ 0lbnt'' c:ooklniC 
Prlcle com@5 bt>tbre a fsll. a fore11one conclusion COOKS SN ~tso COOKS 
t.akeeacli day utt C<>mei; CONO..U$10NS Too many cooJu (spoll tba 
k!Uce~h ;,.sit comes j1unp 10 condu,tons broth). 



491 CRASHING 

COOL thr castl.o&ooucb COVER 
a cool customflt" COUlD blow ~·s w~ 
a cool head I oottkl e<Jt :. hone. oowr all the bases 
b<lw; cool s.sa cucumb@r Icouldmurdersth. coVPrtbe\.aterfront 
Coollt! You COUld'vE: fooled me. co••tr )'Oilr ~$$ 
cool yourh~ls COUNSEL ccn"'r )'l:lurback 
keep your cool keep youro\\11 COU13sel CO\<er ~oour tracks 
106'3 your cool COUNT OO\'C.Tihitlc a multitude or 
pl.ayltcool beoutCor~count sins 

COOP Ct\11 wunt 6th on the 1\nacrs of Youcan't}udgoabook by its 
fl~· tlle coop Ctne hand CO\'el: 

COOT count 1M cost cow 
bell$ bald as a coot oount your blC!SlSinp.s a ca11h oo;"' 

COP Don't CXM.Uit your ch lcken.q 3 $1\Cted cow 
catch! cop! get somez•s (before tbe}~re bstched). have a cow 
cop a feel COUNTED cows 
oopa.J>lea &land \ll) and Ill! oounted until th~> cows ()()ID~ hQme 
coplt~weet COUHTER CRACX 
It'5 a fair cop. a bQrllllinimi: counter nluu'd/tousb nut toaack 
Jlj)t be mUCh cop a bean counter at the crack ol dswn 

COPPER.aOnOM£0 over thcrountllL" C'["a(k a book 
copper-bottomed O\'eNl\e<:ollnter:-over the <:nck a smlle 

COPY colUlter crack the wblp 
a carbon copy under the counter v.et a crack at sth: set 

COPYBOOK COUNTRY have/ take a crack at slh 
blot yow· copybook EO to the country gct/1);"'1:~' fuir«<ld< of the 

COlm tt:~ A fr<to COilJltr)'! whip:_. giw sb 1> fair cr.:>cl< 
cut the (runblllcal) cord the old o:>Wltt'Y ol' thewhtp 

COR£ COUPLE Gh'C sb a fllir criCk or lhl! 
bex·otten totbe core be a «.'ilup\e of sandwiches whip 
tCt U.c co:re short of a picnic: >Ot* be ono •\'8/t.llo a crnck at 11th 

CORNER 5andwlch short of 8 picnic use 8 sl~eh8llllller to crack 
around tlle cornet· Ina couple or ~bake~ a nut 
be oockctllnto a corner COURAGE CRACK£0 
be in 8 tl2ht corner/ spot Dutch ooura~ not be alltt's cracked up to be 
corner the m.arkc.>t h3ve the coun•gc or youc CRACKING 
flsbt your corner con\'ictions Ce1 cracldnR' 
hs•-e sb tn your corner screw 11p yoUr coura.~:e CRACKS 
pi!intyounclf lnto ll corner COURSE falVtilip tlml1•sh the cr.>('lq; 
rurn the corner asamatterol' couNe paperJsmootl1 0\Vthe cracks 

CORNERS beonecolllsionco~ CRADLE 
WI COnler& be on oourseforstl1 acradl~tobbel' 
U:v~ tourcornersotthe be oncour.~etodo sth a cr(tdl~nlltcller 
eartb/wotid be par for tbc course crsdle-snatcl\lng: see 8 cradl~ 

CORPS ln duecounc $TI;rtchcr 
esprit de cQt1l6 let natu.re take Its ()()Urse from tbe cradle to the wave 

CORRECf puu.set sb on a C()lll$1on roh lhl!(:r.ldlc:$«3 crndlc-
p<>lilically O()."l'eo:t cou~S<Mbc onn oollision robbc>r 

CORRIDORS ClOUlO& The hand that rocks the cradle 
the corrldot1i of poW'el· Tlllllts course (rules lhewotl~. 

COST stay the course CRAMP 
and hang the e:ost/Clq)t)nse C:OURSI:S cramp 6b'5style 
rost (sb) a pretty penny Hocses for courses. CRANNIES 
cost (sb) an arm and a leit COURT nooks and crill\Dics: i!'lre 4.-'\'l.'l:Y 

costsbdear a kangaroo o:~urt nook andcrnnny 
coWlt the cost a-eVI'la\'6 )'l:lur day in c:ow:t CRANNY 

COSTS hold court t-ver;· nook and Cl"3Jil!Y 
Ill all costs laugllstblrooutof court CRAP 

COTTON put the ball htsb'scourtSH be full or crapt!lbll 
Bless h&rlbis cotton socks. the ball isin&bscourt Cut the cr.~p' 
w1<1p sb up in C4tton 1''001 the b:>llls In sb'$cout1 CRASH 

COTTON1'1CKING COUSIN CN.Sh .00 b11m 
C()tlon-ptcklng a kJsslngcoustn CRASHING 

COUCH COVIEN'IRY your whole world tame 
a couch potato send &b to Co\'entry cra5llins down around yotl 
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CAAW EM!r;-one ha5 th~lr cross to 'l'ht.re's DO poult co1nl! over 
stick in )'OUr<:naw b<r.sr; -3 cross(sb hti)to 'PIIt milk. 

CJ\AWL boau CI\YSTAl. 
apubcrawl l'U/~\'p'Jl cnm that brt~e he aa clnr &J crystal 
come/crawl out ot llle "'heul/w~ IXlnle tOIL c:ry~L'\1 de:~r: $W be.-. cl""r :u 
woodwo~ ~b's paths c::ro~ Clj'$\al 

m.1kP. sb's n esh crawl/creep CROSSED CUCUMBER 
mala! sb's skln cnwl fineers ccos.s.d: set cro.ss your be ;15 cool a.s a cucumber 

CRAZY Cillgers CUD 
likecmzy ll\ltyourlinestwmaoS5ed chew the (.'\ld 

CMAM keep your f\ogeNI crossed CUDG£LS 
like me cat tluUEQtthecream CROSSFIRE tako U$1 the a\dnlsll21\i.n$t 
th~ Cl"l'.Oim or thccrw be •u.:ht In the crol>Sfo.rc bb/ stb: m: tlJ<c up the 

CMATE CROW <N IIISO CROWS cudgelS n:.- sbl sth 
rsuselCTeate a stir as the crow flses tal<e up the cudgels f~ sb/slh 

CREATURE eataow tak~\JlltbecudeeiJion ~alf 
crHl'\Ue comfons CROWD otsb/Sth 

CRIOIBft.ITY a crowd ·puller CUI.l'URE 
.1 cn:dibllit )' t!'IP two 's co11\J)Qlly (thn~e'$ R R culture shock 

CREEK crowd) a culture \"Uirure 
bo: upallll creek (wllhouta CROWN CUP ~o al~o CUPS 
paddle) !bejewel m !be crown not be sb'scup of tl'a 

be up the ~ek (W11llout s to ~crown/top It a ll Tht>re"s man)' 11 alip twixt cup 
paddle) CROWS and lip. 

CR£EP be up With me crows CUPBOARD 
rM.kc sh'~ nctb c:ra\'11/Cn.'(rp Slone the crow6! a Wleleton in thef)'OW' 

CR££PS CJIUEL .... pnn..n 
.O.·e sb lhe crcc;J)$1' " 'WiC1i You luwe to be ocn\~1 to be Cltl)board lo•-. 

CIIEST kind. CUPS 
b<3 oo the crt>;St d 11 W&\'l' CRUMBLES ooinyourc ups 
rld.e tburestoC JI!>.'SV!': Sia'bt That'~ the w ay 1JI(: cookie CURATE 
on the cr\'$t of a .... .,,,. crumbles. a cu rate•s e~~ 

CRICKET CRUMPET CURB-cRAWLER 
lt':Vl'hat's oust) not the thi11klng rMn'SIWOlMn'$ "' curi> c:r.>\\1cr: sa :a kerb· 
cri<:kct! c:rwnpet crawler 

CIUME CRUNCH CURB<RAWUNG 
Cs·i""' Ooesn 1 pay. it' when lt comes tu the curlx:r..;twlins: -R kclrb-
partJlt>n in crillw crunch crawler 

CRISP CRUNCHER CURDLE 
be burned to " crisp n m unbErCl'UDcher make sb's blood curdle 
M burnt to a crl.sp CRUNCHING C:UII.DL£5 

CIIOOC numbca'Q'UTlChing; SOOQ 5b'5 blood curdlOJS: soo mal<v 
bea crock of shit nUJDber cnmcher sb's blood nlllcal.d 

CRO<OOILE CRUST CURE 
shed/"'eCPC~I!Il'al'S the upJ)C.'r crust All ounce of sn·e<~enuoots 

01001( CRY ke ..tso CRYING "'"'rth lli'Q\UliJ Ill' cure. 
by hook or by CJ'006I llcry·~by klllorcure 

CJIOP a bu eandcry l~venuon Is betlerUum 
llle a-ea.n ot the crcp Jl sh ould<>r to('t')' on Cur9, 

CROPI'ER ask! cry fonl>e moon CURIOSITY 
come a cropper ooafarcn•fromslh Cbrtosl ty ldlled U1e C3[. 

01055 hetnfull ay OJI'U. 
a C:I'O<S$ {sb bas) to bear cry llkc a babY clLii sb's hair 
3 r;ross {sb has) to r:Nr'J crywolr curl sb's coos 
at cross·ptUJJ05CS cry your eyl!S out curl )'Our lip 
Cross l'Of Mart (and hope ta cry/sobyourhl.'.'lrtout m;l)oo sb 'r; hair curl 
die:). not know whether to l.au£h or JM}(e sb'9 toe9 curl 

cmsssb'spatb cry '"'"Ito c url upanddlc 
c:rossswordswtth sb OIYING CUAUES 
ecos.s tht-llnc a \"'icl> crytna in the bave sb by the &hort and 
aosstheRublc:on wll4~ curties 
ct'O$S.l~our fing4..-n. For en1Ju! out lcud! CURRY 
cross your m1nd lt's a crying stwne! C\liTY (R''OUI' 
dot the/yoUr rs and cross ll's no good/we cr)'ia& 0\W CURTAIN 
tla:/)'OUl' 1'5 splltm.Uk.. llw OU'Ialn COIIl8$ down on sth 



the r:urtilln ra.ns onstb 
1he fl.nal curtain 

ctJRTAINS 
it"s<:ou1al.ns 

CURVE 
throw (sb) a curve (ball) 

CUSHION 
~ushtonlso!ten the blow 

cuss 
notglvea ttnker'scuss 

CUSTOMER 
~ COtl) C'IU1011\t:' 

an awkward customer 
CI1T :r~fl $sc ctJTTING 
be a cutabo\'\1sthlsb 
be etUfrom tM AAmQ cl()th 
be cuttothebone 
can't cut lt 
c:an't cut tM rnu.~tard 
cuts dash 
cut <1 deal 
cut a llue llJ!Utll 
cutaru~ 

wt a Kwatb/swathc throush 
stb 

t•tl:!n 
(lnrerestinl!lrilliculOI!..Vumlll 
ualetc.l~ 

cut .. und-dricd 
cutundrun 
Cut both/t\'/0 WBY" 
cut corners 
cut it/thing~ imo 
cut lao~ 
cullol:lliC Sb/Sih!SHCUI IOOSie 
cutnoicewith sb 
CUI Q!T youo· n(IS;) tuplteyoUr 
tace 

cutsbt.lead 
cui sbdo·.m to ~tze 
cut sb some slack 
cutsbtothcquick 
CUt~ CCIIJ)! 
cut lhe()()nilatii:Mr:s..oea 
Gordian knot 

cut the ground from under 
sbl sb's f•-c.t 

wt the (wnbilll<\l) Cllrtl 
cut to the chase 
cutup rough 
cut your cloth ru:wrctins to 
your means 

cut y(ottrcoat accorolllg to your 
cloth 
cut your eye teetll 
C:Lll )'Olll' ~' 
rut your o\\'n tb.roat 
cui yourt~th 
cuV ~ throur.bstb lik~ a (bot) 
lmlfo tlmt~• llu I ~.tor 

Fish or CUI bait 
have yoorwork au out <fur 
)'>U) 

like a chicken wllh il!Slu:a~ 
cut off 
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llt~ tut:md thrUSt of stil 
tocutalonl! ~tory short 
fOil could cut tM atl:nosphere 
"ilh «knife 

C\.IT£ 

bcaseutc M~button 
cumNG 
atlon the clrttin~t edi;s 

CVI.INDERS 
be firln~t on ell cylind'.il'S 

DAB 
beadabhand 

DADDY 
!he big c!.add.\' 

DAFT 
'bo ~ ~i't !l~ a bru~b 

DAGGERS 
be atda.RI!1ll"$drilwn 
look daggen at sb 

DAIS IE.$ 
lx! pusblllg up (th<!)llwles 

DAISY 
be as fl:esh as a daisy 

DALE 
UJ) hill and down druo 

DAM 
he water over the dam 

DAMASCUS 
)":)Ill" road to ~\l&scu.s 

DAMN 
damnsl>lsth with fnint 
prail;e 

not si'"' ll damn 
notgi,-ea tinltt'l:"r;drunn 

DAMNED 
bedllmn(:d if you do and 
damned Jf )'OU don't 

DAMOC~ES 
a sword of Da.nlocleshangs 
Ol'ei'Sb 

a S\\'Ordof DsnloclE~Shan~ 
O\'(:r ~b·s head 

DAMP 
a da.1upsqufb 

DAMPENEA 
put adamper/dQlllpener on 
slh 

DAMPS! 
put adampcrl dl\mp•-ncr on 

$tb 
DAHCE 
a SOD£ lllid daure 
dl!ntetosb':nune 
)Md sb a (mem·) dancl! 
make a SOl'\2' end danoosb~1t 
~lhtd<llrtS slh 

DANGEROUS 
on dangl!rousground 

DAAK 
a darkbot-se 
u bot IJlth<:d~~ 
be in the dark 
oo wbls~ In tl~e clark 
d.ark·horse: =a dark horse 
kccp$lhdark 

DAY 

~p/leave sbln the dal'k: see 
bo in the dark 

DARKEN 
rA\'Cr l!artcl\11 ~·our door ~in 

DARJ(fSf 
TM ctlrl«!.~t hour ts Just 
befOre the dawn. 

DASff 
c:uc adasb 

DATE 
ablJnddate 
a beavydatc 
be pa.~t yourtll!D·bY date 

DAUNT£0 
not hlngctlunU!d 

DAWN 
a false da"11 
at the craCk or rt:w.m 
'!'he darlu>st hour iii just 
~re the ~.awn. 

DAWNS 
llgbtd<l.WI\$ 

DAY see also DAYS 
ahlackday 
anin<'./oru•ISC•(!lt·day wonder 
ara.tny dar fund: su &1\-e (stb} 
li>raraln)• day 

a rod·lct hlr- tl:ly 
AllSJ>pl e a day 1-'l!lel!:>the 
doctor away. 

Ill ~tll hour$ cor tM &y and 
ni?)lt) 

s\ lhe e11doi· tlte ~ 
beallin<td!\)''5\('(lrk 
be Mdeartplaluasday 
b~ as honest as th~ <i3.Y (Is 
Lon~) 

be 1M order of th<:~· 
callltadsy 
carry the day 
da)· \D andda.Y out 
d:~Y tn. dtl)' oui 
OilY-to dci.Y 
Don't Jtiw up the day job! 
E\~' dog bas It;: da){ 
E\ltlhavo your dey in <<>ur1 
hav.:: a badhalr dtly 
m.ws ne-ld aa..v 
lt;wc hild its/)>OJtr d:ty 
In the cold l.ulbt of d1JY 
in thi$ d:sy and age 
lllteln lhod.aJ.· 
nw to Ogntanothel· d.a.,v 
makesb'sday 
namethtday 
not $l1Vesb tlllf time of ¢11.\• 
1\1..<:5 I be time or Clay 
Rome wasn't built in ada.ll 
S.WC! (stll) tbr a rainy day 
sav.et» day 
$e« lhe Uglu.(or day) 
s~thoduy 
ta1m each day as lt comtlS 
tal<e It one da.v at a time 
That'll be the da>1 



DAYLIGHT 

th.,., .. ,. of toel<onins 
1'omorrow·s Another d:l)' 

wintheday 
DAVUGHT 
c~)ight robben· 
In broad daylight 

DAYU6HTS 
be.st!knock tl1e (living) 
d.-zyJ.ight5 QUI of &b 

t't'ttthtentscs.re the (IJ\'ang) 
i!aYUsllts <>Ill of sb 

DAYS 
havL' ~n better <111>~ 
1\oe ne-'llr (feltlheardt~ 
etc.) ~thin :Ill my(l>orn) cbly~! 

trs t-ru-ly d~-s <.veo 
sb's/sm's d.aysarenumblli'Cd 
Sb's!91li'S&:iOrJ~S 
tt>e dog llayt 
the good old d9,7-s 
the h:llc:yon ll:l,.\'S 
'l'hose werl' m~ days! 
your salad days 

DEAD 
a deadduck 
a d~adcnd 
R dead lette-r 
a dead '"l)ight 
be s dead <:fl't 
be 11 dead loss 
bes dead rJogert'orsb/sm 
be a~ dead as :ui\Klo 
be as d ead as R doornail 
bt bntind~ 
be dead IUld burled 
be d~d from U1e neck up 
be d l'.ad from the wall;t down 
be dead m the water 
be dca.d rnc:>t 
be dead on ~'Our fe61 
be dead to !Joe world 
be thr. d l'<td ''Pll of b'b 
beats dead horse 
cat~h/havesb ®.1d to lighu 
come tosck from lhij dead 
cuhbdcad 
d~d-end:.sw a dead end 
D<::~d men teU no 1:\les. 
de-adwood 
Drop dead: 
flosa dead horse 
in the dead of night! winter 
knocl: mem/'em dead 
over m~· dead body 
1-\se !'rom the dead 
thcd..-..ldh;mcl or !>lb 
wouldn'tbec.aushlfsoon d e."'d 

DEAF 
beasde.'lf<t$ll 
doorilnobtdoorna!l 

!leas cte3fss a post 
r.~u on deaf ears 
turn ltelP.U ""r 

DEAL 
ablgdeal 
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odonedeal 
a ~wect de-al 
Bl~;dul! 
C\lt;&dc:ll 
~:ecarawdeal 
What's the. deal? 
wheel and deal:~ wbeellns 
llnd lkallng 

OEAUNG 
whee lin~ 3)ld dealing 

DEAR 
a Dear John lener 
cl(l(Se/t1<::1r tosb"$ brnrt 
006t£bdear 
h;llllVhokl on (to Wt/5bl for 
d-erlil'll 

DEARI:ST 
}'OUt' ne~ I and t!l-.are~l 

DEATH 
a deathbfow 
ack:atb trap 
al1•1nR de$lh 
a rn;rttcrof n~andlor dl)alh 
be a fate W1lrse than death 
be at d eat.h's door 
be bon:d to dt;l.lll/tc<IN 
bedonetodt'S.th 
befrightenedl so:artd to death: 

SRJe frJghteJVscare sb to death 
bc5.\ck tode<lth of sth!doinl! 
Sth 

be t ickled pi nklto death 
beauth to death 
bM>~b todeatblt<==-toe 
bonxlto death/~ 

dice v. lth de3th 
diead~Rth 
dies natul'sl death 
flO& :llh to d"ath 
friehteiVSCIII'(! sb to death 
h.an{:! bold on !Ike J:rlm desth 
Ilk" d~·alh (w.a.rrnoo owr) 
liks dea th (warml!d up) 
nn/u."l<lcr pain or death 
&ian&th'sdeatb wammt:~ 
s lsn )'<>Urown death 
warrant 

slsn your own d eat.h war ram 
roWldltoiJ tbede.-.lh knell 
thedt>ath knell: surow1dltoll 
tl1e death knell 

the IllS:! of <lWh 
to death 
You'D ~tcb )'Our death (of 
cold)! 

DEC!( •~ b/so DEO<S 
au hnnd~ on Qf'('k 
be one cardfstn~ral card~ 
~lOri or a tll.l1 ded< 

hlt the dock/dirt 
on deck 
SllK'k the deck 

DECJ<CHAtR.S 

be like n.-.arrnng!ng ''* 
dedtch.a.lrs Ofl thl' l'ttanic 

Dt::OCS 

dear me decks 
OU.P 
be in deep water 
be l.n dee(lltbiJ ~hit 
bem tood eep 
Beauty iSonly$.kln ~P. 
bet ween me de\"ll and the deep 
blue sea 

d~-<:poown 
d~p paCkets 
dee~>-sl.~ sblstll 
dll!dOOp 
get illtod~pws[e-r: SR~ebe m 
deep water 

go off th11 de~p end 
f.O/tull d!"i!p 
jump ln at the d~pcl'l(l: .lW 
lluv"' sb in al the deep end 

still waters run deep 
thto'"' sb in at thr d('()p cnd 

O£ER 
be Iii«• :a cl4:er/r;.,bl>it ca11sht in 
the hl'adllRhts 

0£GREJ: 
the third <ksroc 
to me nth dE'III'OO 

DEl.16HT 
be u1 a transport or 
dc\ii!htljo)· 

DELIVER 
clclivcr the good$ 

DEUVEREO 
Signed. sealed and delivered 

DELUSIONS 
delusionsof £!"Mdeur 

DEMON 
tho d emon drink 

O£N 
bc;ml sb in their den 
beard the Uonbl their den 
me lions' ~n 

DENOMINAYOfl 
me lowest conunon 
dcn<»ninat<lr 

OEHT 
multc a dent In stb 
putadem instb 

DEPART 
dcp;Trt thi~ life 

DEPARTMENT 
be ab's departll)eut: :s« not be 
tib'• deJ><ICtmcnt 

not be sh'f. d"partmcnt 
OEP'T1i 
be out ot your dept.h 

DEPTHS 
pturnbnewdepthio:#§lplurnb 
me depths 

plumb the depth.!: 
sulk to such dept.hs 

DESERTS 
1\'et )'Our jus t diJ'serts 

DESERVE 
del;t!nva mec1al 



DESERVES 
Oneaoodturndeserws 
another. 

DESIGN lt>e also DESIGNS 
more by acd oom than (by) 
cl.,.;ign 
(whether)~· acddentor 
da!sign 

DESIGNATED 
a dHJgnatoo dri\'er 

DESIGNS 
ht>Nt-desism on $b 
have desii!I\S on sth 

DESIRED 
k>a•v &lot to be de1.lred 

DETAILS 
lhl> II:Ol'Y dctalls 

DETERMINED 
be bound and cktermined 

DEVICES 
IC<W~: !b 10 ti\Clr own dev IOU 

DEVIL 
betttr lhe d~·ll )'OU know 
(INn thl>dovil )'OU don't) 

bet\\-em the devil anc1 the deep 
bluosca 
~vU·InB)'-care 
gl~ !he devil hl$ due 
Go 10 tbc d t"'•ll' 
hao.vtbedcvU'sowniobdoins 
sth/to do tlh 

1\.we the d evtl 's own lUCk 
ha\.11 the luck of the devil 
(lt!Q the del'll take the 
hindmost 

pby dertl's *"''OeSte 
SCU YQUUOU) (tot}w devil) 
~talk ot the dtv11 
The dev\1 1\ncls ,.'011< for kilt 
bands. 

DIAMOND 
a diamond tn the rouah 
a rough dlamood 

DIARRHEA 
·~rbal dim'he<l 

DIAIIRHOU< 
''erbal cl1.arrboeG 

OIBS 
ha.oe cU~ on sth 

DICE 
c1lce wtth c!Nth 
DO dice 
tho ell ..... """....,,.., "e~in6c ib 

OICK 
Hlewi"dkk 
Tom, Dick ondloc Harry 

OIDDLV·SQUAT 
rliddly-squ~ 

OlE 
as s tr.lllght as a die 
be as stnu1!hta& a die 
Cros6 my heart (and bope to 
cUe). 

cUe a dl:lltb 
die a naturRI. death 

495 

die bard 
die on the \1ne 
die with your boots on 
n·s do or cbc. 
Ne.·er S3Y die. 
the die u am 
todlefor 
want lo curl up and dte 

DIE·HARD 
dl!Hiard: -die hard 

DIF'FER 
1 bea to diiTer/ disaaree 

DIF'FERENC£ 
n world of diffc:nmc~ 
mal<e o.Jl the cli.fferenot 
s~e di!foe1lnce. 

DIFFERENT 
a hor.~e ot anOther/ A di.ITerent 
color 

a tOiaUy dlll'er-ent ball g4me 
be nnothcr/~ dl!Tcrunt kettle 
offish 

bo II.ScUfrcromt <>$ dwlk ;~nd 
cbae&e 

be c:a.~tln A d tllel'<!lll mould: 
ue be cast in the swns mould 

bcdlll'erentlapposlto sides of 
thet3mo coin 

(lt'&) dlff~renc t~troke& for 
different fol.ks. 

IMTCb to a diiT~n·nt dl'Uini'I\1\J" 
-rc-.h (<) 11 dlffc:TNtt tuno 
try a diff~rrent tack 

DIG 
digd~ 
d ts!Mdlrt 
disUDdirt 
dtg )'OW' heels 1n 
ellS >"Our own ~ve 
dlg)'Ourself Into a hole:SHbe 
in <~ hole 

dig/dip mtoyourpoct;.et 
diS/gct sbout or a hotc:S«be 
ina boll' 

DIGGER 
a gold digger 

DIGNITY 
6181ld on }'Our dignity 

DIUMMA 
be on the horns of a dilemma 

DIME 
beadlmeadozen 
nlok.-1 "nc:lc'Ull\Ub 
II()( be worth a dime 
on:tdlmc 

DINE 
\\ineand dlnl' sb 

DINIIKi 
wlnlne and dtnloa: S«wl.ne 
anlt Oinesl> 

DINI<UM 
fair dlnkunl 

DIHN£R 
;\ do{;'s~dinner 

be dQn@ likea(dog's)dlnner 

DISTANCE 

doneUJ)Idro&<...tuptfua 
dOg'~ dinner 

DINNERS 
h.s11e (clone/ r;eenlbad etc.J 
morc~'lhth;uub ladbot 
dl.nnen 

OIP 
di.Jl/dlp lnto :rourpocket 

DIPLOMACY 
gun boat diploma()' 
~<tn~ttlediplonaC)· 

DIRE 
be ln dire s:tr:IIL< 

DIRT 
dlethedlrt 
d!J;updlrt 
dirt cheap 
dil"t·J)OOt 
di&lt the dirt 
llO sbdlrt 
hit thcdllcllldirt 
hll/9trlke pay dirt 
rubt~b'$110$\' in tho dirt 
a-eat &b l ike dlrt 

DIRTY 
a dirty old man 
a dir ty l r1ck 
:1 dirty wcelw~ 
a d1rty word 
a l.r )~ur dlr(y laundry/ linen 
In Jlltblk: 

dirty your hR.Gd& 
do sb's cl1rty work 
dothedtrtyonsb 
{tl!t )-cur hands dirl;y 
l!ivr./sboot :sba dirty loQk 
t;JIBy dirty 
1.31!1 dlrt)' 
wash )'OW' dirty 
lsWldry/ llnen In public 

DISAGREE 
l beg to dlffertdlssgree 

DI.SAPPEAR 
dl38.)>pearJ••anlsh Into thin 
alr:~outcf lh1n a1.r 

dWJ>J>"'!U'/\':IJUSh orr llle fAce 
of lbc e.arth 

DISASTER 
;1 di,;ar.c er area 

DISCR.EllON 
be the,;ou1 of d~-tlun 
Discn•don u the better pa.rt of 
~ 

Dt~cret1on ts the bener part or 
valour. 

DISGUISE 
1-.ea bl<':<~ns lnd~Wli:!le 

DISH 
dish the dirt 

DISHWATER 
beasduUas 
dbbwater/ dltcbwater 

DISTANCE 
!,'Q the {fuU) dbtancc 
In/within spitting dist:m~ 



DISTRACTION 

Jnlwlthtn stnl<b\JI d!stanc<~ 
DISTRACTION 
<lrh't sb todi.slr.td ion 

DISTRICT 
th<l «'.d·llsht dl$trltt 

DITOiWAJfR 
be :I..~ dun as 
dishwa~r/ditcm...Uor 

DIVIDE 
divide and oonquertrule 
dlvide·antk'.onguc"tlruiP:­
d.h<ide andooll<l.uor/rul<i 

DIIIID£NDS 
P<l)'d h'idl'nds 

DIVINE 
Th err is hLUIIiUl.Cto forgl\'e, 
dMne). 

DIVING 
duckln~ and divtll2 

DlltiE 
be whJstlln.a: Dixie 

DO see i~lso DOING, DONE 
a nuncio 
be daumecltfyou doBnd 
dllllluetltr )'00 don't 

do a doublE ta.ke 
do<ljuh 1>n ~brsth 
d<lll lund·omeo busl11es:t 
do a moonlisht Oit 
doanumberonsb 
do a roarlug business 
do a roaring trnoo 
do (double) duty ~for ~>Ill 
Domed uvour! 
do ~tus a favour 
do~rdic= ~lfi<doord ie. 

do sb 8 powe~r of sood 
dosbdll t 
ck•~bproud 
do sb the ""'rid of good 
do ~b's blddinl:' 
do sb's dirty "m 
do ~b's head tn 
do 5th b)· tM book 
tlo the busines£ 
00 Uledlri,YOtl.£b 
do the honoro. ~>e do the 

hOllOW'S 
do tbo hooourJ; 
do the Job 
do tbuounds 
do lhc tricl< 
dotimo 
()o )'OU mind! 
do your h omework 
do your le\'el be£t 
do your nat 
do your own thlrtR 
doyouutun· 
doyourself afm;our 
do~f~ miKC'hlcr 
Wmakc C. II) thr r unning 
trssll(that) sbcando to <lo 
~Iii 

h 's clu or die. 
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makodo 
not do &b I!Jl)' fa1o'Or. m: not do 
*1.><'11Y r:cvou~ 

not do sb any fa\·oun 
Whon in Rm:n<: (t!Q M lite 
Romans do). 

DOCTOR 
11 ~pin doctor 
An app1e a da:; .kee]l6 the 
doctor aw!IY-

bejoo whattl\e doctor 
OL'dcrcd 

DODO 
b"-ll<d•'Old as a dodo 

DOG set> alw DOG$ 
a dog andi)Oll)' show 
a doe io tl\e maDI!ilr 
adoc"tb~ld'a.Wdlnner 
a hot doi: ;ree hot doll" 
a ~>hae&y dog story 
be as sick as ados 
be none lll~e s {dog"s> dlrmer 
bu tlko n dog with 11''0 t:ul.: 
doa eat doa 
dog~~o~ S« doe eat dOll 
dOII"·in·thoNnanscr. $1'4la doa 
In the m.angl!r 
clO&·tll~ 
fluno: up!dra.~:u.'ll up li~ a 
dO(I"'sdinncc 

t.'\-ery dog has usda,\: 
flghtlikecatanddo& 
110 to see a man about a dnp; 
hotdog 
Hot do¢ 
ll'c;:s tlo&'s ur~ 
not hm'tl., dog'5 clutn<>9 
puton tl\e dOll" 
the dot: da_vs 
the hair of tl\e dog (til« I bit 
}'011) 

tho t;:sll vr.:oS};lns thedOs 
thetopdog 
'l'hCl't'~ life In tile Old dOG )'et. 
Wm• keeo 8 doe and bark 
)ll\lrSielf! 

work JilroadOgitroj an 
You can't teach an old <log new 
tdcll, .. 

DOG GO 
lledOJ;go 

DOGHOUSE 
be in the doghouse 

DOGS 
call oJI th'.l dollS 
ng~~uO<e cat:;; and d1Jtl3: SN? 
rtS]It lll«:<:.1 t ;mddog 
notothed~ 
It's ralnlltl; caJS&\d dOJ:::il 
let s leeping dogs lie 
thr.l\\'sbC<l IlK: 008-<i 

DOING 
Notltinir doing, 
I he J('ll band <.lot$n't know 
what the ri&ht band is dotni 

DOLDRUMS 

oo 1n thll doldrwns 
out of th<' doldnun.~ $1lf be ln 
the doldrums 

DOLlAR 
be as sound as a dollar 
p.9)'IOP dollar 
th"' pink d<>lklr 
yOU C3l1 bet )'0111' life/~'OUC 

lx>CI<om rtollar 
DOUARS 
dall:u-s·3ncLcen ta 
doO.rs to donur:V~<>l~ur.s 

Jookifeel (like> a million 
doll.3rs 

DOMINO 
~· domlnoefT~t 

DON'T 
be damned if }IOU do and 
damned If )llU don't 

Don't COW!t )'OUr chickens 
(before they're harclti!d). 

Don't¢ve n.e thst! 
'Oon'tsivoup the day job~ 
Don't takcnny wood<ln 
nt.<:kels. 

I don't n~ed this! 
DON"TS 
clos and don'ts 

DONE 
a donedr!al 
be sll done Ill 
be~edldoncto• tu.rn 
bedoneln 
be <lone like a(doi's) dinner 
beclonetodeath 
be over ancl done with: .<~.oe~ 
~th 0\'CF 'U>ddone with 

done uptclres~ up like 11 
11o1rs l!lflnr.r 
easl~r said tl\an done 
b<et !th ortr and clonewltl'l 
No500118rsaidth<tndone. 
the done thlnJ: 
wb~n llll is tiaid and done 

DONE·SY 
fl'd hllnl done-by 

DONKEY 
c;.n t:olk 01~: hind l(!(;(~)<lfi" a 
donlwy 

don.ltey work 
ck'"koy·s )'Cars 

DONUTS 
doU:lrs tl)donutstcloughnul$ 

DOOM 
a me1'Chant cf <loom 
~ prophl't or doom 
doom and gloom 

0004\ "'" lf{SO DOORS 
a rE!'t-ohin~ door 
1>1! al clt'&th'!>door 
beat i1 pnth IO~b"$dOOT 
t,y !through tht> I)J>cll door 
close~ shut the door on J;th 



cklein!V ohuttitllt the atable 
door after the horse has 
holeed 

get a leg m the door 
~Pta/your root in the door 
@:I•'Uba toot In the door: M! 
~a/your f<lOt In the door 

keep the wolf from the dO()(' 
J.a..v ~th 31 sb's door 
never d.arllen your door a pin 
o)J(:n thtdoortoslh 
pu&h at an op:n duo~' 
$how $b ll~ door 

DOORKNOB 
beasc!Hfua 
doorknob/doornaU 

DOORNAIL 
bc:"J de<idua doorn31l 
beudea!an 
ctoorlmollldoonull 

DOORS 
behind ct~ doon 
tlfl<'l\ (~ .. ·) dOOI'$ 

DOORSTEP 
on sb's doo1'Step 

DOS 
do~ and don'ts 

DOS!! 
Si'o'tlsb:ldOSelk'~ICOf lhclr 
own medlcllle 

so throUGh $11/tlh like a d~e 
ot salt5 

DOSES 
irumlilldosa 

DDT 
~ the/yOW' i'$ rutd c:fO$$ 

the/your I"S 
trom/stnoe the )'Hr d« 
Onllll: dot 

Donm 
111:11 Oll th@ dotted liM 

DOUIIU 
a double biM 
n douhlewh:lmmy 
at the doubl~ 
do a double 1.1k<: 
do(dootble)d uty<\Sifornh 
doub1HIIp:5>redouble­
dippins 

double-dippbl£ 
doUble Dutch 
doubi.Kpeak<!!<Vdoubl&-talk 
double-talk 
on the double 

DOUBT 
be)·onciJwlthotX a smaoowor a 
doubt 

gJ\'esb the belleflt or the 
doubt 

DOUBTING 
a d onbtinR7bolllaS 

DOUGHNUTS 
dullarw k'>donutsJdouCftnUU 

DOWN 
a down and our 
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a down-and'<>lttrr 
be dOWD in thr dumps 
be clown In t he mouth 
beclo\\TI on }'Our luck 
be (down) on )'OUT upprrs 
be (rll!hO down sb's alley 
bC u p and o10wn 
d E'l'pdown 
d own-and-dirty 
down,;m<\ out:.t«a down arMS 
OUI 

d own·!lt•h eoll 
do~A1t..at·the-heet. soodown..at-
hocl 

down·bome 
down tt-,qtlrrun 
down the BUigler 
Down llte batch! 
down the Uno 
down the pan 
down the pikt-
down the road 
clown the wllet 
down the t ube/tubes 
down-to-earth 
00\\TI to the- wire 
do'A~l tools 
l.lOWI! Undl!'r 
h:t>'Cl>lh CINn p:~t:_le.,rn 
sthoff pat 

kick sb wlum they're clown 
~m $th down Pi\1 

DOWNER 
h<JVO A downer Oil $b 

DOWNHILL 
(!.V~Wnhill 

I>OWN5 
ups and downs 

DOZEN 
abaker'sdoun 
be a 41me a dO'Zeil 
by me dOZen 
ni.Mte<~nlten to the dozen 
six or one: :~r.d half a dox"n or 
th~<Hher 

DRABS 
in drib$ and drabs 

DRAG 
clr.l6 ib's namo through tOO 
mlrMnud 

d rag fOUr feet/heel~ 
draat/haul &b O\W the 
coals 

the maindrq 
DRAGGED 
lOok I ike SOJrlethiJig tiM! cal 
bronghlldrngged in 

look wlW the cars drsgged 
lnJ 

DRAGON 
ch:u:l> lhc dragon 

DRAIN 
a br:lln drain 
<towntMdrain 
lausb Ukl!aclraln 

DRIFT 

DIIAI'E 
drape/wrap yWrS>elt In the 

O;oog 
DRAW 
be quick on tlHl drRW 
beslo"A•onthedraw:S«be 
quack on the draw 

clrftw a blMJI 
draw a Une under stb 
draw a \oetl nvet·sth 
draw blood 
4raw (lb's) flre 
draw the line 
draw the Une at sill 
draw the abort 511?.\' 
dr!lw/puU ln your h orns 
dr.lwlt.'\l\e • bc-;ood onthi£UI 
the luck or the clrftw 

DRAWER 
from/out or thr top cir'a...'l!r 
~·s bottom drav.-er 

DIIAWING 
a clra"1ng card 
b<•clt to the drawing board 

DRAWN 
be 111 d;ts~;cn <lrilWn 
the battle llnes art' drawn 

DR fAD 
1 drea4/$l\Udderto th1nJI 

DREADED 
1M dreadedlurgy 

DREAM 
a drNJU ticket 
3 pipe dreano 
a wet dreaD\ 
belli>'C in a dream wGrl<t 
Dreruuon• 
)J):ea dream 
wlluldn•t dream Of doing sth 

DREAMS 
beyond your 'l'iililest dresms 
Tn )'OW' 4rea.tnJ! 
not in DIY wildest dm.UDr. 
the mantwonwvslltof your 
dreams 

DR£SSEO 
be all dre1sscd up Md/wilh 
nowhere togo 

bo dl'\',$~d to kill 
be dressed up to the nines 
doneuptd~~ up like a 
dQI!'s dinner 

First In, best dressed. 
mutton d.r$$sed (up) M 
lamb 

DIUBS 
in drib.s ;mddrnb.s 

OfiiFT 
catcl\ 5b 's/thc drift 
drift witb the tide 
~ttt sb•s.tthe dr1f't 
if }'OU catch/1\t't my dr1f't: &Y 

geHb'Sithe drlfl 
If you C<\tch/~ thcd rJn: SJM 
t;et sb's.tthe dr1f't 



DRINK 

DRINK 
buneat.mddrlnktosb 
Cllll1t Jwld their drinkltiquor 
drink like 8 ll9b 
drinksbunderthc tablc 
drf\'<l sb h) drlnk 
the demon drink 
You can~ a bone to wsrer 
(but you cao' t IDllke him/it 
drtnk). 

DRIVE 
drive a ooach and hcr:<e;; 

throua;h 6th 
drlve 3 harcl bargain 
drive 8 ~dBO bf.'tWCl'll W 
clrtvn ><1> to dl0ltr3cllon 
driVE.>sbto drtnk 
clrlw sb up the wall 
<l!l\'t'J hM\mer ~ti'IIIO~ 
drlve-/ runt work yourself into 

thesround 
drivlV~ndsb round tht' bend 
drivel send sb round the twist 
J>U$b/drivo sb ovc:r I btl edgo 

DRIVEN 
bc~:>pwcM.thedrlvcn ~now 

DR !VCR 
a badl&eat driver 
a des!JroBted drlvu 
IX! in tll~ (Inver's seat 

ElRIVING 
be Ln tM drtvln(! S:i!'llt 

DROP 
a drop in the bud{st 
3 d rop In tlleOC>i!an 
at the drop of;:~ hat 
da·op a bomb 
droll a bombsheU 
drop a clan~rer 
drop <k·ad 
Dropdr-~d' 
dt-op e-.•eryt]llng 
drop sb·;1line 
drop ib/sth like a hot 
bl"lclu)l<'ltl\t(l 

drop the b:IU 
dropt !all iJKo your lnp 
drop/ IOY.oer ~'Out 1:\lAi"(). 
nvc~•todrop 
wait for the othc.-r shoo to 
drop 
~u ooulll hll''e heard a pin 
drop. 

DROPPING 
be dr'Opp~ lib fllre 

DROPS 
the bottom drop_Vl'a!L~ out of 

t h.@ mn rl<"' 
the penny deeps 

DROWN 
druwn )'0\Jf' SOI't'OW!< 

DROWN EO 
took l.lke a drowned 1"31 

DRUGS 
liliUirt dr'ugs 
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DRUM 
bang/beat the drum 

DRUMMER 
IMrct1to a dU\'e~:ent drummer 

DRUNK 
as dru11k ~a lord!slronk 

ElRY 
3 Gr yn.rn 
oo as !ley as a bone 
be a.~ dr)· us bone 
ooas interer;tinga~ muchinJI 
p,-,lnt clry 

ooboiU!dr)' 
be botne and dry 
be like watching p;oint <lr>' 
bleed sb dr)' 
kJx.'P rour powder dry 
li!avesb hJgb and dry 
'Jllere w:t.~lfl :1 !lr)' ~ye m w. 

hou.s.?. 
DUCK ~I!' lllsc DUCKS 
adl.'l•d duck 
a lame duck 
Mittingdu¢11 
ooducksoup 
be (tll<e) water o« a duck's 
back 

takr-to $1 h !'Ike a duck to 
wat~:r 

DUCKING 
cluukints ;md tliV ing 

DUCKLIN.G 
;an UGlY duokJI~ 

DUO<S 
gel your ducks ln a row 

DUDGEON 
ln IUJ!h dwW;on 

D UE 
sM! si> their duo 
gtv~ llle de\• II h1$ due 
induec:o~ 

DUES 
pny yl)ur elms 

OUA' 
lie up~ tlufl' 

DULL 
All work 1111d no pl!\v (makes 
Jack a dull boy). 

t>e as dull as 
dish~ater/dJtchl~8ter 

DUMMY 
~ <ltUlllny run 

ElUMPS 
~down ln the dumps 

DUST 
bite the dnst 
1;.8thcr clu~l 
lik<! i<OJd dust 
flOtseesb(ordnst 
the du.rt s...tUc~ 

DUTCH 
a Dutch treat 
double Dutch 
Dutch cour:.se 
go Dutch 

ElUTY 
be duty bowtd to do &th 
w(ooub)l))duty a.~fot ,.rh 
In the line or dut)' 

DYED 
dyed-in·the·?.'O<II 

EACH 
eaeb to bls/Mr awn 
U'~ in eaclt other's vockets 
l:lk~ f.oach tla)' a.~ ltCOtne.~ 
looocb bislher own 

EAGER 
illHliiBU beavar 

EAGLE 
;.n caste eye: Sfi>W3.t~h sbtsth 
withan~eeye 

c:rsh.-cyr.d: """'w:;u:h sblsth 
with anea.elee}"e 

WS!ell $1\/tlh Wll.lllll\~IIHi% 
Wl<(Ch ~b!sth w1th eaale C)-es 

EAR see a/Jo EARS 
s tin ear 
beeRS)' on the ear 
be out on your con­
bend sb's ear 
can c!o sl11 on their eSJ· 
so in oncl'!II and out the other 
srinl 6milcfrom c;~r to~.u 
ha\•e a word In sb's ear 
ll8\•e an earforsth 
htwe half :.n .. :.ron $1h 
ha\'1! sb'u1ar 
k'-ep an/)'(lut II' at' to Ut~ 
IP"OWld 

lendane-ac 
I Bien with halfan"=­
ha\<ebaltanearonsth 

ln:!I\<C3 pl~'se.ar Of $th/ dOlllfl 
stb 
playlt~ear 
e>md sb 8WliY with a flea in 
tllelrear 

turn a dc«f ar 
You can't make a sllk Dl~DW 
u ut ( rr ~ $-1;'1\v·$ e..1r 

EARAJL 
i!h"'l sb1ln earful 

EARI..Y 
an t'arl>• bath 
an eady b>rd 
hrlth t anti (J;).t•ly 
it'sMr})' ~'11 (yet) 
Uke turke-ys votlnl! for (sn 
early) Chri6t1111lS 

The early bird catches the 
worm. 

EARN 
e-arn )"'lJCetripeos. 
~rn/~1 brownlepoblt.; 
e~nilwin YQUr "pun; 

EARNED 
A pennysm'l:'d is a penny 
c:~rncd. 

EAANER 
a ni ce UuiM w·n~r 



EARS 
~>bout/around sb's ears 
be all~ 
bo music to sb'~ ears 
be: up to your 
t>ars/eyeballs/~ ln ~th 

he wet lli'.htna the ears 
box sl>~ ""~ 
can't beUe\'1! )"OW" ears 
clotbean 
lllllon deaf ears 
h"'" bls ~ars 
b"'-c nolhlt\S between 
thel}'OUr ears 

ha•'C $th comlng Olll 0( )'OU1 

ears 
pin b3ck )'OW' eM'S 
prick )'l!ur ears up 
C~':s) cars are Oapping 
Walls bav&ean. 
v.~ )'Oure8..l'9 bunlln~;?: .NI! 
yourc<U'$mu.<t be burning 

)'OUr ears lllUSl be bumi.n: 
EARTH 
(a) h.-11 on earth 
an l'l!r tb motiJcr 
tle>tl~ '"lt nr the earth 
brlllg sb (back) down toesr lh: 
-l'OOCilmc Clmcl<) down to earth 
(With a bangfburnpl jolt) 
ro~ (back) down to e&th 
(wlll\3 bangl bwnp!jott) 

dlt.Rppc:ar/ \r.\lliSh Off the ru~, 

or the earth 
fall ofr the t'aceot U~e Ntth 
8(1 to cO\rth 
aototheendsO: th~Nrtb 
Uuu'IUY/ scarcels etc. I Nl'1h· 
sltatte~hl{l 

lil<e nothinG on c<U1h 
11\0\\f bMven and eal'th 
pl-omi~<'(Rb) the earth 
nm sb to Nl'1h 
lhL• efOI'tb moviXI 
the tour comers ot the 
earth/world 

the scum of tho<-urth 
EASE 

?Je: ill3t ease 
I!ASIER 
eAsler ss.id thM done 

EASY 
on c~3~·r::~mooth ride:-~~ 
bulnp~•/t'Oug)l ride 

beRn cotK)I m~rk 

be &rl e&)'/ soft touch 
be as e<lSY a& abc 
be aaeasy as f411mgoff a !Of! 
beuc .... ~:upie 

be anuy asrolli.ag otT a~ 
b!l~yme:lt 
be easy on the e3l' 
beeu,yoalheeye 
"'"'Y ee>mc. ":>S1 GO 
Ba&ydoes it! 

easymoner 
tree:md ea:;y 
1>0 \'85)' 

coes!l)' 011 sb 
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It'& a.sy to be ~mart after the 
ftlct. 

It's <:a5Y to~ wi~e llftl.'r the 
11'~111 

tn.'!keeasymeat or $111/t.,: $Ill) 

beemymeat 
wrolteasy 
Thkll it easy' 

I!AT 
doJ: eat clog 
cat crow 
t-:~t humbl<- l'l~ 
.:.'It like" bircl 
eat!Jkeaho~ 
N>~likcaplg 
eatsbalive 
~~ sb ror breM<ra-.t 
(!at 5b out or house and home 
ha~ to e3t ) 'OW' WOIIOib 
hswyourc:ak<" 3.nd c;tl tl (IW} 
I c:oo.tld an:. ho~ 
I'll eat ll\Y hat 
m:.koJbc:.l th<:inmnb<: "'"" 
ha\'C (0 4!/lt )'OUr wore!~ 

sb. ee.t :YOIU' heart out• 
EATIHG 
haw ~b Nl111Jt0Ul or the palru 
Of your ~l>t1 

The proorof tMp>ldclins(U. in 
the eatinlt). 
wl~t'$CSIIng sll! 

Elle 
a low ebb 
the ebb an<l now 

I!CHO 
cheer $b to the echo 

I!CLIP$E 
be in ecU~>Se 

ECONOMICAL 
be economical wtth the tl'llth 

ECONOMY 
"fnlse e>conomy 

EDGE 
a1tnn 11\ao:uUinsl>llse 
bconod&e 
be on the l"SJrl!ed edl!e 
M'it. tbe ed.:te on/ over9blstll 
ko;ep won tlll! edae o! tbair 
cbaiJ' 

keep sb on til~ oose of their 
UIU 
llv~onthudge 

lose your ed.l!e 
puih/llrt.-e sb O\'Er Ott edge 
put !>bon edge: SI\S' been eda:e 
take the ed(te orr stb 

EDGES 
fni>• a.roundlst Ute~~ 
rol&;h cc:Jscs 

EDGEWAYS 
get a word ln cdj;e<~~·a_vs 

ELEVENTH 

EDGEWISE 
!!Cia won\ in edr.ewlse 

EDUCATED 
;m c!duCMt\'CI guess 

££1. 

he3S AllpPI>r)' '"""II(~ 
EFFECT 
a domlno errect 
n ripple: "'~t 
a &llOWball elfeoct 
tho llandwsGon eN'.:.-ct: "'-" 
f.et/ jumplleap on llle 
band was on 

EFFING 
'-'ffilla and blindlng 

EGG 

"b;ld ~.;g 
a dllck~n and~ sttuaoon 
:'1 cw:atc'sOIIi 
a~ood et:e 
11 nc..t cgj; 
can't boil an eJ:E 
M\'e eGgOn)'llurl'sce 
1\illt~ go~t!WI~tlte 
GOlden eu 

Ia.)' an egg 
EGGS 
as $&~AM e~:."'!S (Ill!'¥/ is est;$) 
put all JWr ego 1n one basl<et 
1~ )VIlr ~;:r;lndmothcrto 
suck ew 

You c;an"\' mn~ "" omcol" tt" 
"''idtout breakina ('8:81i. 

EGGSilEU.S 
be walkin!;/trc.' dinl; on 
!!R$bells 

EGO 
3h 0{:0 t:lp 

EIGHT 
be behh'ld lheel.ght batl 

ELBOW 
atsb'selbow 
t-1n't teUyourarscfrom )"OIU 
elb!lw 

elbow l)rt'.a.se 

elbowroom 
t;i\>e sb th~: e lbow 
l>lvre power to your elbol"! 
not know YOW' arse from )'Oln' 
enxr ... • 

EUIOWS 
rub elbowswithsb 

aDEAS 
~'0\U' elders and beners 

ElEMENT 
~lit your clement 
be out oi your element 

ELEPHANT 
a wbite el911hant 
ll:we s memory likt: ;m 
ele])hant 

1£LI!VATOR 
elevator mude 

IEI.EVI!NTH 
at U1.e ele'\·en th hour 



el~nth-bour: AUt th• 
M~enlhhour 

ELSE 
If all eke falls 

EM8AARAS$MENT 
an ~m b31"J11.SSlne.11t ot rldle5 

EMOTIONAL 
be tin:d :\nil ~u'IOUonal 

EMPTY 
~ rullliUil! oo onii(Y 
~mp~· nest S)1ldrooH 
Empty vessds nWU! (the) 
Dl061 noisoclsound. 

ENCHILADA 
the whole eochllada 

END ""' ~ro ENDS 

" dc:lod end 
a meanti ID an ~nd 
an end In llstlf 
at the t>nd of th4! day 
beau l~en4 

be at lhe end or your rope 
best Cb.e end of yOur tether 
bear roue wit5' end 
beii.VOll tllere<eMllg~nd 
be on the wron& ~of $l.h 
bo the <md of ~ llnl'lrot~d 
be the li\ini md 
c.s.n't see be)'D>Id!J13Jt lhe end 
or )'our nose 

come to a sticky end 
r~mulllhf"'l.'WI!ti:.J on 
«rut 

mdiuill 
l:."nd of SIOI'): 

~et (hold o() the WI'OD21?od of 
the slid: 

s•tlhe a.bort ond of che ~ick 
get.lbaVI! your end awg;s 
SO off CJKo dC)('p end 
holdlket"l> your ~.>nd up 
lt'll (slJ)end In tears. 
jwnp in i1-llhc: d cc:pcnd: $W 

throw sb mat the deep end 
light at Lbe end or the mn~l 
roal;q sb's AAir!SQnd on end 
meet a litlcky end 
no end 
no end of ilh:-noMcl 
!IIX be !he end of thr: world 
quot.,, ell(! quote 
rea~b tM end of tho linl/J'(irul: 
m be the end ot t.'le 
llne/t•03d 

rexh lh~ " "d of )'Our rope: 
mbeat th4!ond of }'OW' 

t~lher 
tuaeh the end or yow-calha.-. 
s.v boat !he end of }'OW' 

tether 
!he bel!inni~ of the end 
tl1e bus:l~eJ'\<1 
'1"110 cndju~tlllL>&\lw~ 
the shRrPenfl 
lh!! Wl end o! r.th 

the thin end of the wedp 
throw w tn at the deep end 
lot he bitter end 
\'ou'll never hear the end o( il 

END-ALl 
the ~all and end.<ill 

EHPS 
~ 3I IODSe ('lld! 

burn the c;u1dkl at both ond5 
RO 1otheeuds ofthe~IJ'th 
loosoends 
malle(bolh)etldS meet 
oddsandend5 
Sll>\V both <'nd.~ OG0\111SIIl14' 
mlddlr 

IENEMJE$ 
With friends like th!lf, who 
needs @l'oRilies? 

ENEMY 
be )'Out own worst enemy 
l!You woulcln'C with !ttl• on 
m)'/youc won~t @nemy. 

public enemy number one 
ENGLAND 
Cl<m )VW'~}'e311ml thlnll of 
Enthnd. 

ENGU:»>MAN 
A.n Bni!lli;hman'c;home 1s 111.5 

CSllllll. 
ENOUGH 
be man enouib 10 do s t1l 
t:nUUijb IS liS guull a.s :1 Ol:i~L 
~:nuuGh i$ enoush 
Bnouah said. 
fair ellough 
l!i\'1' 5D enough rope (to han.ll 
tham:!IC\\"CG) 

bavo BloVenoush on you:r 
plate 

ENTlER 
enteop,et Into the spu·lt ot r;th 
etllerl joln the n·ay 

ENVY 
be J;:r een with en~"Y 
~QUAL 

(all) othffthin.~:s bl'ing equal 
slJ tluner. be~ eQWI 

£QUALS 
be f'ust amo02 equals 

ERR 
Grr•lC'Ithc~flc o( e<~ution 
To&Yrishtuuan, crof~t-. 
lll\'lrle). 

EJUtAHCl 
n f(J(l('SetTM<l 

ERROR 
~ lheerroror )'()tlrW<I)'S 

£SCAn 
a nan·ow 1'$1C8pe 

ESPRIT 
espr1t decorps 

ESSENCE 
be of the ($5('DCe 

Em MATE 
3 ballpark l!$lim:llulf\SUI'C 

lEVlEN 
breake\oeu 
Don't~~ m:~d, ~t 1)\'l'.lt. 
even steven 
~on AIP\'j\Jl,t 

l!el an even b1-eak 
lt(lll~n 

f:l\•e sb an ~""en btoeak: SNget 
tUl even bl"';nk 

on an toven keel 
EVENT 
It' a f::l!IY to b~w\5e111ler the 
e\oent. 

the huppye•x,nt 
EVERY 
<~I ovur)· tllrn 
E•"CI'}' cloud hRs a sll.-cr 
llnUllt. 

l•:vel')' dog IIJIS 11.~ (by. 
9 \ '0I'Y last me.n (of uslthelll} 
1!\'E'ry lnsn.)ack (Of US/ Ihr:ltl) 
owry nook and Crtl.lli\Y 
e,•erynowsnd agaln/O>en 
O>t'f"YO!her 
every so often 
"''l•ry th,,. 'lb tunu: 
around! round 

EM!O' trick in tbt' book 
e\ler.YWblth W:t'iJ 
It'' 11\'~I'Y manJor hlln~clt 

EVERYONIE 
!Jeuu~'W>"""., llp' 
~,·ceyunc ani! h~ bcothcr 
EVI!I'YOile bas tbeir cross to 
bett:S4!1e a ~!I (sb tw) to 
bc.'U' 

I!VERVT ... NG 
drop~~cythint; 

ewl')olh~ b>Jt the kUcben 
&inll 

£\oerythlng m the garden ls 
rosy. 

E'liel'Ytll.ul2'scominli up 
roses. 

Time buat5 0\'8J'Yt}lu1jjl 
EVIDENCE 
lt.lnt kll'lf;'~Q~·~ 
.. .-idctco 

rum W'!te's ~1dence 
E\IIL 
a~revil 

II.~·~ 
!;h'C $b tllc:C'il 0)'<' 

EVILS 
lilc ltsser o( twoc\il$ 

EXAMINED 
nood your boad 
e:ouunln ed/exllJII lnlnS 

EXAMINING 
!Vedyourbead 
e."t8.1Jllru!d.!ex.:unlnlr\g 

EXQLUNCIE 
SblsUI par excetl ence 

EXCEPTED 
~t oompan,y tl«'U~ 



EXCEPTION 
be the exception that proves 
ch£ntle 

EXClUDED 
p resent c:omi):!Jl}' ~xclttdcd 

EXHIBmON 
make nn c-.xhlb itlon or 
)'Ollr~elt 

EXPEDmON 
a flshln& expedldon 

£XPOIS£ 
;IJld lu'ns the 00$1/-.xpm.se 
no expense l.'l&psred 
no el(}Xl11St'$~Sof\" no 
expense Is~ 

EXPERIENCE 
chslk 51h UJl to eA-perlence 
puc sth <town «r experl~nce 

EXPLODE 
blow up/e)t'l)lode In sb's face 

EXTOLL 
extoU the virttt6uf sblsth 

EXTRA 
~>t•thc<-xlrA mile 

EXTRACURRIC\ILAR 
~XCrae\1 rrtc:ular :u:tMty 

5:V5 ~I> 1111<> EVES 
a btrd's eyl! Vlt.>W 
arL-dt:~~ 
a rO'\·inR cyt~ 
a worm'seyevlow 
an ~tee,~: ~mtch &b/stb 
with an c.-.gJce)~ 

M eye for an cye(and. a tooth 
fora tooth>. 

be ell.!ly on thl! l!l'e 
be in the e)'c of tile SlOrm 
bl' in the public eye 
be one In the e~'l! for sb 
Bern t&)· ill In thc<!)'Cof the 

beholdes: 
casvrun )'Our/an eyeowr WI 
catch &b'& e>·e 
cut }'OUr eye teeth 
eye<:;~tehilt!;: ..,.caleb ><b's eyf: 

8)'8/rulnd. candy 
~~:et your eye In 
giW! sb the e>11 eye 
gi~'8 ~thE.> g}l\d ~'{' 
gl\'e your eye teeth for stl1 
si•-.. YQ\ll' <lY<' t<>c1h toclo5th 
ha'-e an e>'4! for$th 
ha•-e an eye for/on the main 
chance 

h;l•-e )'OUr beady e)~ on sth/sb 
h<l•-e }'Our~onstb 
h;l•~i>lullfaneyeonj;\hf~b 
M\'elkc~ ODO O)'il on sUI/sb 
llerc's mud In your eye! 
ina pig'$~~ 
Jn the bUnl! of an e)\'l 

in tho twjnklin~; ufiln C>"' 
inyourmlnd'& eY$ 
t-~pa weather eye onsth!sb 
tooepl\ll eye out for~blsth 
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K~p )'OI.IT CY\' ln: SOO~I)'OUl' 
e}'e in 

kc<-p yt~ur e)'t' on th~ ball 
keep your/an eye on sthtsb 
look i;b In UlcC)~fO)'I:S 
not bat anl!)'l'/e}'l!lllsJIIeYt>Ud 
red eye 
see eye to eYt> 
take )'OUTCYCoff the 1•111:$<+. 
keep }'OUt' eye on the bsll 

the a])llle of &l'seye 
Thc.'I"C Is more co ~lh/$1> tban 
meet& the ey~. 

Tlwrowasn'l;t dry eye lnlhc 
hous~. 

turn~< blind ~Yl' 
watch sb/8th with an eaalc (')"<J 

wltel\ 9b was a Onere) twinkle 
in their fl'ther's C'Y') 

v.ith aneyetostb 
wtt h halfan CY\! on SilL/ W. Sill! 

ha'-e/koop bali an eye on 
stlVsb 

with on~ oyeonS1hl$b:""" 
haYe/)'.Np onee~-e on sth/sb 

EYEBALl 
eyebsoll to oy<>bttll 
eyeball·llH!>-"1?bsll: ue eyeball 
weyeMll 

I!YEBAUS 
ooup toyour 
e3.hl/~~·ebsllw'eyee tnr.th 

EYEBROWS 
ralfe(afew)e}'l!brows 
raiSed eyebrow~:.ffft':ll<:e (a 
iew)e}'ebrows 

EVERJL 
tp!t an eyeful 

EYELASH 
not~~ an oye/cycl;uh/c)'lllid 

EVWO 
nM bat an eyet~·ela~h/eyelld 

EV£$ 
all e}'l'$3l'li!Onsblsth 
be;o.,.igh t fonorec~ 
be alll!)'eS 
~uptO)'OW' 
C:SIVe)'eOOllsJe)~,~ in ~Ill 

tK>droom eyes 
c.ltfll:l.)'.elkeep )'Ollt' eye~ orr 
sb/~th 
c!ape~onsb/sth 
Cl05eyoUTe)~an~ think of 
Enaland.. 

Clu.'>e/iltUt )<h\lt'l')'e!< to 9th 
couldn't belie\'ll )'Our l'Yl'$ 
ftY )lOUr eY'('ll out 
doUarslJ!ll& in&b's ~: su 
dWJ;~rsl!;n~ In sb'sc~ 

feast )-ottreyeson 9th 
have eyea lu th.e back of your 
h~l 

baweyeallkeahawk 
hit sb (right) between tl~ ~)-es 
in sll'U>'e$ 

FACE 

k<:i:l• your l')~"<~I>O<:ICd/SIIIDJI'>:tl 
tayrseteyesonsb!sth 
tooksb in thf:C)•eley~ 
make e>·es at &b 
rnake ~heep·~ey.::sat sb 
only hm-e e) 'I.'s fur &b 
open $b's eye~< to sib 
Ollfn your eyes to stll: S« 
~!!~hut your ~)"H tosc.h 

pull thewooloversb'se~-es 
$b <:e\\ld do Slh with theft' eyes 
dosEd! shut 

sb's e}·es are bia~rthan tbt>ir 
IM!Uy 1 ~tomach 

8b'5 CYll$11ft' outonsrnl.k5 
~b·s <>~~ :~mpopplngout of 
tht<irht'ad 

stars In roureres 
The &<:<~II:$ f;sJI rrom " b 'g eye$. 
~·atcb &blr.th wltb ealde eyes 
withyoureyesopen 

FA 
sweet FA 

FACE sco "too FACES 
a faoe as long as a wet"'"" 
a IOI\G f3.Qf. 
~<W.pin •hnru<> 
arse abom tue 
be as plain a911lenos>!! on >'OW" 
face 

be inyourC."I<:C 
be Jaugllint: on the otber6!de 
of your !lice 

be lrtarlna &bin the faro 
bem1tten an mrersb's faoe 
blow uptex:plOOe in sb's face 
bring ~brae~: to face wltl> ~h: 
.we come faceto Caoo with 
sth 

come face tofRwwitb~b 
come face to face with sth 
cutoff your no!te tos-plte )'<>W' 
face 

dls3ppeari\'Alll!lh orr the rue 
of theCJrth 

fa<*savinll: -~"face 
~the music 
faeecoface 
Cace-ro-face: see face to face 
rail Oat en )lourti Is r:sce 
f!dloff tho fAce of tho earth 
fly in the face of stll 
Get out oc IU)' rar.e! 
ba\'e a fl>.oe like tbundel' 
l.a~-e eGg on )'<lUl' raoe 
in·YOIU'..faOO;.lWbe fn YOW' 
face 

kooJ> a strnisht f;ICII 
J.~uGh in :slf,. face 
look &bin the face 
Jose face 
mnl<clpuU a fAce 
not be j\~St a pretty face 
on lllf race otlL 
tmt a bra''t! ftlcW£ront OD $(1\ 



FACE-SAVING 

put on a brave face/front:~ 
put a tu·a~-e fawtrom on atll 

$i\\'C (tu;~ 

sb's face doesn't fit 
$b 'S f:IOO IS 3 {>lctW'C 

set ~'Our f1u:·.c <'l!lnln~! 
sthtdotng sell 

showyour fnce 
SbuL~'OUr 

face/ soblmoutlv'tr,p! 
stu.ff your face 
1;1k6 ~th :11 race vslue 
throw sth back in &b's faoe 
111 lilldnce 
until you are blue io !.he face 
\ rh::rt's hiBiberfac-e 
wipe lhcsrolle otr lib's ( ;\Ce 

with a faoe like Chunder:.st~ 
have a face Ill£~ thunder 

wlth u tr.dght faC(::Sl'C~'C!p3 
s t:ratght face 

w11uldJl': know sllllf It hit you 
uuhetace 

FAct•SAVtNG 
faoo-mving:&e&l\'C f•t~ 

FActS 
l'll!\1<<' {1\lnD)') f A<:K 

FACT see also FACTS 
ca tact of lifE 
ft'&eautobcstnartafterthe 
fa«. 

FACTORY 
a fllttory tllnn: S« fllctory 
farminlr 

factoryfarm:S«factory 
lllrmlns 

factory·fanm:d: ~'CI' fac;tory 
fan mru: 

f.'\etoQ' rarmlnt; 
on the fsotory floor 
lh<! r:tctory noor: S>->e on !.he 
fa~tory floor 

FACTS 
the t'3tts: or life 

FADE 
fsdeJpal~ 1010 msl,gn.Ulcan.oe 

FAG 
a fag h31! 

FAG-END 
thdaa·end of sth 

FAIL 
WithOUt Call 
Words f.-til me! 

FAILS 
u· all elA.e rait.t 

FAINT 
d.llnn sb/sth with f.a1n t praise 

FAINT..flEARTED 
not be Cor l1v! fll.lnt·h l'llrted 

FAINTEST 
not bave tlle flt.l.olest (icka) 

FAIR 
a fal r·hslred boy 
a fair :sh<llle 
a faJ.r.weather fcwnd 
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All'&fiUr ln k>Y'OWld war. 
be (air (!l!JUI! 

~ lair-.;n.~or root 
fair ~nd I'Qilllre 
falr dlnkum 
PAlr<lo' 
fllir CDOUilh 
f:~lr pla,y 
fllir to middlina 
t '.ll l"s ralr. 
scVh;wo;o fllir<::n~ckof the 
whlp:-gi\'1! sb atalrcrac:k 
of tM whip 

gt•-esb a falrersck oC the whip 
Ita\~ bad moro tban yuur fnlr 
5'hs.ro of 6th 
lt'u falr cop. 
thv fkirlf~lrcr $C~ 
Turnabout I& fa.i.r plll)t 
with )'(J<lrOV.'n CalJ•b3nob 

FAIRI;R 
1/You c:m't ss~· ral~rthan 

thlll. 
the fair/fairer sex 

FAIRY 
e!runsodmotlx>r 

FA rnt 

M article d f;~ilh 
break faith with sthlsb 
in b<ld r.•ilh:~'e\1 in s;oOO r::sith 
ln &QOd faith 
kc<:pfallh with~th/Sb 

fALl 5ee also FALLEN. 
FAWHG. FAlLS. FELl 
a fall from araee: $re(llll from 
f:r&ee 

II r.'ll l tllf 
be beaded for a fall 
be heosdll\g/l"l.ding fo!' a fall 
dNJ)/faU into your .lliP 
fall 3l10\'f!r fOlll'seli to do sth 
Wi~'Pat lhu$1A'Itclc$c'.tbC 
a.sleep a t tM 6\titcb 

fall between t \0--ostoob 
(;:,11 ~the: W;:syN clc 
fslldo;m on the job 
(~flat 
fsli flat on yom·lits fsce 
rsll b' ~bhook. ll...,ar•d 

sinkcT 
fRll forslh hook,llnu.nd 
5i:nke:' 

tall lbul ()( sb 
Call fonlofsth 
fill trorn gra ce 
fall h t>-lld over lwels (inlo''e): 
-be bead 0\oer heels (ln 
love) 

Call in a heap 
fall inlint11 lin.; 
fall lntopl&c* 
(lilt intqstl$elutd\t>$ 
ran lntosb's bands 
rail intolhe t~of dumslS(h 
tall inco t})(' \\TODB bands 

fall orr th<: &c:ror the earth 
ran orr the wagon 
fall orr )'OUr perch 
f•ll on deAf o;or.< 

fall on hl\n\ time& 
fsll on s tony ground 
f~U on your rect 
fallo\'I!Tbackwards codo&th 
fullovcr~lt todo~th 
ran s hor t ohth 
lllll/l:flttvwGh tht ooor 
fall/5llp chroUI!h the Cr.lcJIS 
go OOWlVI'llll ltkeulneplru 
&01".8l.l to pll'W$ 
let the chipS f~ll w)lj)rc they 
~ 

uearl y Call off }'Our chair 
Pr1d~Ctl01\H bt(OI'f! a fall. 
Pride SIX'$ b<:fot"e 11 f;ll}. 
t tand or fsll by tth 
tilllc tlw.UliOrsbt•UI 
The bl~~er they are. the 
harder thl;v full 

The &caltfi i3ll from ab'& ~8. 
FALUN 
n fltllcn MSCI 
n f AII<'n idnl 
n f:tllen wom:.n 

FAUING 
be:~.< e:r.~· :\.~ f:lll ing otf a lo(: 
be comina/fRllinB ... part at th e 

•~a"" 
FAUS 
the bottm:n drope.lfallt om of 
the tnlll'ill.-1 

the cW'taln fsllson &th 
the roor ewe91113llt 111 

FALSE 
a falst al.srm 
a litl:sc <l<nvn 
·~~onomy 
a L.,tse 5Ulrt 
gn~ sb a~ sense of 
secunts 

lull $.b Into II fal~t' "''n!leof 
secur lcy 

s.'lil u ndcr false CQiors 
sail Wlder fal.st colours 
l!nd.er rat •t prelfl>«'3 

FAME 
sb's claim to tame 

FAI\'IIUAII 
I~Evea familiar r1ng (to hl 

FAMIU ARITY 
Fantillnr lty bl"ee!dscontetllpt. 

FAMILY 
a family m.:m 
in the family way 
run in the famils 
the bltlc.)c sheep (of the 
fanllN.) 

FAM INE 
rea.st orfsmlne 

FAMOUS 
Famou5 h~st word~. 
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FAN Uve off lhe fat or thf! land FEEDS 
fan the flan•es pul)py fat b ite the hl\ncl that Cet'ds you 
the shit bits 1M: fan the fat Is In the nre FEEL s"" ills<> FEEl.IN<i. FELT 

FANCY FATE 00/feel honor·bound to do r.th: 
a flightd be a fato "''<>~ th<tn dr.1t h ~-.· botf~-cl bDn our·bound to 
fancy/funtasy/im&ldnatlon seal s.b's fate dosth 

(atl(ly ·p;Uitli tempt Catc/pro,'idell«' bc/C<:t'l h onour·bo\Uld to do 
takerlicl<le r.lts fancy FATHEl'l sUI 

FANCY-FREE a bit of bow's your fi1ilicr bc/f<:<:l llght·hc:i>dt-d 
hn Rlotlooaeand f."'lncy.ftl!e When sb was :a (mere) twinkle be/feel under the weather 

FANNIES In their father's eye cop nfeel 
r.1nrue.~ 111 the seats FATTEO feel&ee 

FANNY llillthefattedcalf fed tu1.rd don~ll)l 
"'wcct F;Jnn~ J'\d3:t~ FAULT ~ Sl<:k to youretomach 

FANTASllC to ' rnutt R:oel lhe pbiCb 
tl'ip the URht fam:ut!c FAV()R see also FAVOUR. ~111!0 hot An d cold (tdl O''~~i1 

fANTASY FAVOURS I (can) feel it in m~· bonE>s. 
a niaht of 1101 dot-b;my rtwor: So# not do look/feel (IU:e) a m.llll.on 
!ancy/fanwy/imaglnatlon sb any fa\'OUI'S bucks 

FAR FAVOUR look!fetl(lll:e)amllllon 
be a rar r:ry trcmt sth curry fat'Our dollars 
be fu and ""''IIY the Do me IJ fR, 'Ourl ltl<il<e!lh fi.~l small 
I~Ug\'eStE'SV';\'OT& eoo.J do metus afa-•our F'EE1.£RS 

be rew a nd rar betw~en do youn<l!1f a £&\ 'OUr l)Ut out feelers 
far b!! it from m~ to do r.th FAVOURITE FEEUNG 
~r froltl lt. a ra\'Ottrtte son 8jt\lt fuel..ln2 
l wnuldn't tru.<lt s:h•~ ra r ~~~I FAVOURS a.qlnkl»~ feelitlll: 
oould throw them. nut do sb omy fuVQun that Monday tiiOl'lltng tilelli\s' 

So fa no J!QOd. FEAR FIE£UNG.S 
s<1 n~ar :tr>d )'tl so far Foou rush In (where alll:els bardtwllnii:9 

FARM fc;u- to tread). haw mill:<'d Ccel hll;.~ 31lout 
s factory fanu:srefac:tory :.~o re31'! stb 
lllrming putthHear or God Into ~h Wlth 1\:!lll:ed CeEIIJ\gs:.MthaW 

a funny farm FEAST mixed foolinlu; about $\h 
bet the. fll.i'1nfrandt n tllO.'sble fe39t FEET 
factOl'Y Carm: ~t factory Enou2!l is a:; good as a fe4St. t>e carried out met firn. 
f.vminl! re.1$t or rtnnh~ be d ead on yow- feet 

FARMING feast )'Our e}~s on stb be ntnfrushe<l off your f«'t 
factor)' Carln1!\i tl>.e J:}ICSU5pl'C.tre 81 the feast lxl s ix feet Wll!rr 

FART FU.THEA be und~ )'OUr feet 
:1$ pi""ctd ;u. !itrt a fcnther in :W':scap cut t he gruund li'om under 

FASHION be as llvht a:; a feather sb/w's f<.'l.'l 
s r;a,ohion lllctlm bird.~ (I(:. fe:;ther: s""Oird.• oC d r ag )'Qw·feeuheel:s 
after 8 fMh.iOII a feather flock to~~r. t1ll on YQur ft'<>f 
lll<e 1 rs f:Ohlg out of n1rc1.~ or a ff'3tlter noek lee t of d.a.\' 
fashion t~thar. find YQIIT ft-el 

FAST feather YQUT own llt>SI ect cold ft.et 
a fast tsllcer 't'ou could hs\-e kn~ me geHtcbyfeet:~bave Itchy 
afa.sta-acll downlo>-er with a featherl foot 
fast an.! l\lrfous FEATHERS get under sb's feet: see be 
fa5f·tracli~SN~fast track rufile fob's f t>atbers \IDON YQUT feet 
life in the CaJ;t laniJ smooth (sb's) r uf1led eet l'Our feet under the tsble 
rum a .ra&VQUicl< b uck r~:ather:< get )'OUr feet wet 
no hat d and fa.st rules the feathEr.~ tl:v ba' 'llltcb.Y feet 
pl<oy fast Md lOose with FE0£11AL h.1ve tile world sr >t~Urfeet 
5th/sb mnl;o a federAl~ (ou.t) of hoi.'"' )-our !l)oth feet on th e 

pull a r.,M one sth growld: see keep )'Our/both 
FAT FEED f1:1:t on the ground 
~ rat (:al a mouth 10 t~ ID (}'OUr ) stodcing/ 610c:k1oi<ed 
8 rattot or I.'QI.Idl usc: chkkcn f~-«l r~ 

~.hew the fat fcedsba li.ne ju mp infc:et!irst 
fnt·cntanl! n f;,.t aal f~:('d}thruw >b to tilt' lion" jump in with tll)th feet 
Fnt cht\nOC! FUDING keep yourllx>th teet on the 
lt'snot over until the rat lady a ftx'<Ung frenzy ~'J'(!UO!l 

sings._ It's feeding tlme at thP zoo! land on your fEet 



FELL 

n« ll!t w In""""""'"' und~r 
yourfect 

pull the rug fl'om uru:!PT sb's 
f~ 

put your feet up 
Sbndon yourowntworetc 
IM'ftJ> sb off lheic feet 
the patter ot tiny fetr 
think on your feet 
\'Ole wu:h ~'Our fwt 

FELL 
aVin OD9 fell SI'IOOJ) 

wouldn't know 9th If youfhll 
OVI?l'One 

FEU' 
m.3.lre your pl"e5ence felt 

FENCE 
stt on the fence 
The grasg l!lalw~·s gre.:n£,1' 
(on tbe~n!O.>of llw 
ff!lla!}. 

FENCES 
mend (your) fences 

fEI«)ER 
a fender bender 

FEn I.£ 
bdn nne: fettle 

FEVER 
fe~rpitch 

F£W 
be few and fo,~r bet-n 
cateb a few Z1IY5 
hotsta r~w 

the chosen few 
FIDDLE 
be~ tit liS I\ f"Jdale 
be on tbeflddle 
fidalc while: Rotne llurn$ 
Jl}OG' S('C()nd llddle 

FIELD 
a I Ill>~ I J>)"J'lns ndd 
beoot In Wft field 
have a field day 
tcad too nc:ld 
leave tbe fletd clearforsb 
t>IO\Y the field 

FIFTll 
a 111lhlthln1 wbeel 
lrakclplcad the Fif\h 
(Amendment) 

FIFTY-FIFTY 
a fi.fty-6.fty d!ance 
ruty-llfty 

AG 
a ll&lcaf 
not be " 'Orth a fia­
not C~~N/gi\'9 • flg 

FIGHT 
'n.;ht forllfe:~ bl: OGhtlns 
fcw )'Our lif~ 

8.ll uphill 
Wttl~struggjl: 
bespoilin~f<M"a1lght 
nshr a losing battle 
f)li:bt a re~actlon 
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lUcht fire with r ...... 
fll!ht like cat rutd dos 
light lli:e cats and dogs; see 
fiGht li~cat <>nd dos 

flghtshyof sth/doingsth 
nsht tooth and claw/nan 
fisht your oorner 
II\~ to flGhtanother day 

FIGHnNG 
a ~tln~chance 
be llghllng nt 
~fiabtina-for )'Outli!c 
lleflghtl.ngmad 
oo in fiahtlng trim 
COttle out f\ghung 

FIGMENT 
be a flgn\om of )'Qur/lhc 
1nlll£lnatton 

FIGUR.E 
a b;\l.lpark cstfm.ttclfiguro 
tt 11~-e of tun 
be:>. fine: flguro• of • 
maD/WOman 

cut a fltle nsure 
cut an llnterestinltlrld.lculous/ 
un~Bual ete.J iicure 

FILE 
liw roank and file 

FILL 
tllla/ the ' '!lid 
fill w'nh\11."$ 
fill the bill 
h<J~<'t! h:\dyourfill 
ha""' badyourflliof sUI 

FILLING 
b;u;kiJJg llnol fillil\1; 

FII.JKY 
fllthy/ stinklnS rl<:h 

FINAL 
haw~ flntttlla."t word 
to th" fl.nBl<IMJysis 
the flnBl curtsm 
the flnal nallln th~ootnn 
the fin~Jil«St $tl·<~w 

FINO se~ also FINDS 
flml out/soc bow th11 land lies 
find )'CIW" feet 
fllld )'(lur t onb'""·" 
find }l:lllrrolf on th<3 "\\TO~ 
side or tbe law 

FINDERS 
Finclen; keepers (}csers 
weeper$).. 

FINDS 
'l'hv d~nilfinds work for idle 
hands. 

FINE 
aflne/prett)• kcttl~of n~h 
a ftnl'ltbin line 
be a flne flslure of 8 

man/wom:m 
be in fmc:ft.-ttlc 
Chance would be a nne tll!ng: 
cut a lme f"l£ur>e 
CUIIVthln&S nne 

bavt>llth down to a: fin em 
bavt sth orr to<' fine art 
nottoput too fine apoinlon it 
the flllcl.l'rnal.l print 
tresd 8 fine/thin line bet\wen 
$th:Slrea0ne/thln Une 

with a fine-tooth comb 
You"re a f'lne~ne to Ullk! 

FiNGER see afro FINGERS 
gel/pull ~'Our tlnger out 
gJ•-e sb the nnger 
ha\•e a finger in C!\"W)' pic­
hll\'e a finger In the pie:&« 
hrwe a finscr in C'IOC)" pic 

have ai)<OUr finger on the 
button 
ha~e~'Our nnscr~n tbepu.tse 
ketp your tln&er on the pul9e: 
S« b3.ve your nngeron the 
pulse 

lay a finger on sblstb 
not lift" finger 
point the finger at sb 
purlhelln!l(lrOll sb 
putyourfln~ron s th 
twi$1/wrnp~ht~roun<Vround 

your little flngcr 
FINGERNAILS 
clinKOIV bang on by )'OUr 
fingernail~ 

FINGEfiS 
b!! all flllgers and thumbs 
burn yuurfingen 
C8JI count stll ~n the flng:er5 of 
one hancl 

C:(lch m with lhctir 
fingers/ hand In the t1ll: se.? 
ha->e)"Qurf\ng"llrS!harul in the 
till 

c:ro"' >""r f"lng .. rs 
f\ngenCI'05..<ro:seorcroS& )"'ur 
~ers 

""'"<\ Gl'eett fln~ 
h<l'.'C ~;tlcl<y futscn; 
h.s\"1! your OngerS/t\an<1 1n me 
till 
have/~ )'<)l:lr lingers 
bw·ncxllbumt 

keep >"'W" fl..w:en; ~ 
pUVS1ick two nngen Up ~t 
sb/sth 

sUp l.hrousn )'OW' ~et-s 
....,_../ 1''\lrilyvur finscn~ to the 
bone 

FIN(i£RTIPS 
at )'Out fin.:ertlps 
be tin 

[artiW'patdoVprofe~al 
etc) to yow- fl.nge.rtlps 
clll~gonthang~nby )'()Ut" 

RngcrtiN 
RNK 
a rat fink 

FIIIE Ite ol$0 FIRING 
a bAJ>til;m by/of fire 
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