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Apocryphal stories exist that the Midwayers had been planning for a revelation on the order of The Urantia Book since the middle ages -- the time of the development of the printing press and the Protestant Reformation -- and had petitioned the Melchizedeks as early as the fifteenth century for help. Dr. Sadler is reported to have told a number of people that the Midwayers tried a number of different methods with several different groups before developing a working liason with the Sadler/Forum group early in the twentieth century. This is apocryphal only -- there are informed sources who view this story as nonsense. 25 

	1875
	June 9 -- Lena Celestia Kellogg born, Abscota, Michigan to Smith Moses Kellogg, son of John Preston Kellogg. He was a broommaker; resident of Battle Creek, Michigan and later in Omro, Wisconsin, where he dealt in patent medicines.32
June 24 -- William Samuel Sadler born, Spencer Indiana, to Samuel Cavins Sadler and Sarah Isabelle (Wilson) Sadler. S. C. Sadler was a graduate of Chicago Conservatory of Music, a teacher, performer and "great Bible salesman" of his day.7
 

	1876 
	October 3 -- Birth of Wilfred C. Kellogg, Berkshire, Vermont; born to Rev. Charles Leonidas Sobeski. His father was a traveling salesman and later a minister of the Seventh-Day Adventists; resident of Battle Creek, Michigan. He was a soldier in the Civil War serving one year in the First Regiment, Vermont Volunteer Heavy Artillery. He was honorably discharged at the end of the war having served at Cedar Creek and Appomattox, being an eye witness of Sheridan's ride from Winchester to Cedar Creek.32 Wilfred's birth certificate lists his father's occupation as "farmer". His mother was Emma Kellogg, daughter of John Preston Kellogg.

	1897 
	June 3 -- Birth of Anna Kellogg, Waupum, Wisconsin31 

	1890 
	January 29 -- Birth of Emma Christensen, Gem Township, South Dakota7

	1893
	William S. Sadler meets student nurse Lena Celestia Kellogg, neice of J.H. Kellogg3

	1897 
	William S. Sadler marries Lena Celestia Kellogg3

	1899 
	William S. Sadler becomes licensed Seventh Day adventist minister.


	1901-1903 
	Sadlers live in San Francisco and attend Cooper Medical College (now a part of Stanford University).7 John Harvey Kellogg had appointed Dr. William S. Sadler to begin a new Medical Mission operation in San Francisco.

	1904 
	The Sadlers left Battle Creek in the Spring of 1904. They attended the Seventh Day Adventist Medical Missionary College branch in the Chicago suburb of Hinsdale. They took up residence in La Grange, a neighboring suburb. 

	1905 
	William S. Sadler writes long letter to Ellen G. White, author, leader and prophet of the Seventh Day Adventist Church, challenging her "testimonials" and "visions."8  [For background on Dr. Sadler's connection to Adventism, see "The Adventist Connection" by Dan Massey]

	1906 
	William S. Sadler awarded medical degree from the Adventist American Medical Missionary College. Begins practice with Dr. Lena. Offered medical teaching position at Indiana University, Bloomington; declined in favor of lecturing and writing.3
Sadlers increasingly disenchanted with Adventism.8 [See letter from Dr. William S. Sadler to Ellen G. White] 

	1907
	Sadlers begin working the Chautauqua circuit, lecturing on health related issues; this continued at least until 1915

Birth of Bill Sadler, Jr. 

	1910 
	Chautauqua records show Sadlers active on the circuit this year.3 [See "William S. Sadler: Chautauqua's Medic Orator"]; an account of Dr. Sadler's professional career as a orator.
Between 1905 and 1926 Dr. Sadler is reported to have written four popular health articles for "Ladies Home Journal," as well as two articles published in medical journals and one published in the "Journal of Criminal Law."

	1911 
	Sadlers go abroad to study psychiatry at clinics in Leeds, England and in Vienna3
Dr. Sadler's first encounter with the "sleeping subject" described in the Appendix from "The Mind at Mischief." 9 Date of actual first "contact" with revelators is disputed and ranges from 1905 to 1911. Some sources believe this occurred in mid-April, 1908. Dr. Sadler is reported to have acknowledged that this 1911 date was an error. Wilfred and Anna were reported to have been in California at the time of the first "contact." Wilfred had uncontrollable flatulence and tried to avoid social gatherings which resulted in speculation that perhaps he was the 'sleeping subject.' Some sources indicate that Dr. Lena Sadler was a key figure in making possible the reception of the revelation. She is reported to have believed right from the start that something significant was occurring whereas Dr. Sadler remained skeptical until 1936. He wanted to abandon the process at several points but continued at her insistence. The process started as a result of the husband of a patient of Dr. Lena K. Sadler who consulted with her husband, Dr. William S. Sadler, due to the "bizarre behavior of the gentleman." It is reported that the "Sleeping Subject" "never crossed the threshold at 533" and that he "never paid Doc a cent for medical treatments." Bill Sadler maintained in private conversations that if anyone involved were a destiny reservist, it was his mother--he indicated that her participation was the critical element for the success of the undertaking.23
[See Appendix to "The Mind at Mischief"]

[See "Were you Deceived?" -- Transcript of a 1958 interview with Dr. William S. Sadler]

[See personal correspondence in which Meredith Sprunger asks Dr. Sadler about "The Mind at Mischief"]

[See Dr. Sadler's reply to Meredith Sprungers questions] 
This year Dr. Sadler's public lectures were expanded to include addresses on the "phenomena and philosophy of spiritualism."

	1912
	Dr. Sadler publishes "The Physiology of Faith and Fear," a compendium of his most popular Chautauqua lectures. This was one of 42 books which he authored and published.

August 28 -- Marriage of Wilfred and Anna Kellogg (they were cousins) in the home of Dr. Wm. S. Sadler, LaGrange, IL31 This was a double wedding at which Miss Sarah Wilmer (who worked the Chataqua circuit with the Sadlers) married Edward VanBond of Dallas, Texas.

	1915 
	Both Doctors Sadler still active on the Chautauqua circuit. [See "New Additions to the Sadler's Lectures" from a 1915 program guide]
Editor's note: the Chautauquas were lecture programs in which the lecturers traveled from city to city. By 1920, the Chautauquas were operating in more than 8,500 communities nationwide. The spread of radio in the 1920's along with changing morals and tastes gradually eroded the popularity of the Chautauquas which finally closed down in 1932.

	1921 
	According to the preface in Dr. Sadler's book, "Race Decadence" he and Lena had their medical practice to 533 Diversey Parkway this year. However, city directories and other information show that the Sadlers did not actually move into the building until 1922.30 It should be noted that at this time there had still been no contact with "real" revelators, only midwayers and student visitors.23

	1922
	Emma Christensen moves to Chicago and takes job as office manager of the National Bank Examiner's Office7
April -- Article by Dr. Sadler published in Ladies Home Journal -- "College Women and Race Suicide: Does Higher Education Unfit Them for Marriage and Motherhood?" [See Ladies Home Journal article]

	1923
	January 25 -- First meeting of the group which became known as "The Forum"1
Emma Christensen joins the Sadler household at 533 Diversey Parkway.30 Emma Christensen is widely believed to be the stenographer referred to in "The Mind at Mischief."3It is reported that the Sadler's formally adopted Christy.23 Christy took shorthand notes of all the administrative contacts with the revelators. The text of the Urantia Book was always delivered in written form. Bill Sadler maintained that once the papers started coming through, there was not that much interaction with the "sleeping subject." The "sleeping subject" was apparently used only for administrative contact with the papers always appearing in written form. Bill also maintained that "the 'sleeping subject' never crossed the threshold at 533" and knew virtually nothing about the related activities of the Forum. 

	1924 
	February 11 -- Sometime prior to this date, Tabamantia inspected the setup which had been established for communication (initially established and fostered by the Midwayers) and submitted a report to the Ancients of Days with a recommendation that they proceed with efforts to provide an epochal revelation as requested in an earlier petition submitted by the United Midwayers of Urantia. The Ancients of Days approved and assigned a group of personalities to undertake the mission. Machiventa Melchizedek then announced the fact that an epochal revelation was to be developed utilizing the process of communication which had been refined in conjunction with the Midwayers since 1911. Up to this point, all contacts had been with Midwayers and student visitors.25 Note the last few sentences of 35:3.15 (388:9) Guidelines established by the revelatory commission included the provision that at least two contact commissioners were to be present when any communications were taking place. The contact commissioners were also required to leave the room when any physical objects were to be moved or manipulated by the unseen revelators as it was deemed that witnessing such effects would be too "psychologically disturbing" for the mortal participants. It is also reported that there was never any contact during daylight hours. Another specification of the Revelation Mandate prohibited publication of the text as long as the 'sleeping subject' was still alive. The services of at least one Cherubim were essential to the process as considerable translation had to be done in order for the range of personalities involved to be able to communicate with their human counterparts.
February 11 -- "Contact Commission" formalized. Original members were:2
Dr. William S. Sadler
Dr. Lena Sadler
William S. Sadler, Jr.
Anna Kellogg (sister of Lena)
Wilfred Kellogg

	1925
	February -- First questions submitted to the superhuman personalities. Between 1925 to about 1929 the "first series" of papers was delivered. The members of the Forum read and responded to these papers. They drafted questions in response to what they read. The "second series" was an expansion of all of the first papers. Some of the titles were changed, some papers were deleted, others consolidated and new ones added. But the order was close to that of the "first series." Among the "first series" of papers were, Installation of the Godhead; The Son of God; The Sons of God; The Third Source and Center; Higher Personalities of the Third Source and Center; Spiritual Artisans; Ministering Spirits; The Planetary Prince; Evolution of Law, Order and Civilization; Adam and Eve; The Default; the "Religion Papers" (ultimately published as papers 99 through 103); The Jewish Idea of God from Melchizedek to Christ; Bestowals of Christ Michael; Thought Adjusters and Seraphic Guardians.25 When the first papers arrived, only three of the contact commissioners were present--Wilfred and his wife, Anna, were in California.23
Forum formally established with 30 members, September, 19252

	1926 
	First paper read to the Forum (According to a letter from Robert Burton in 1973 written to Paul Snider, then President of Urantia Brotherhood.)

	1927 
	"Forum Pledge" formalized. The Forumites all signed a pledge stating, "We acknowledge our pledge of secrecy, renewing our promise not to discuss the Urantia Revelations or their subject matter with any one save active Forum members, and to take no notes of such matter as is read or discussed at the public sessions, or make copies or notes of what we personally read."2 The Forum was organized as a "mortal comprehension device" -- a means of determining the comprehension level of a representative group of mortals.

Meredith Sprunger relates that the papers always appeared in a predetermined place and they were hand written. They were requested to have these original papers typewritten and kept in a safe in Dr. Sadler's office. Whenever the original papers were copied, the originals always disappeared. The contact commissioners tried various tricks to determine how this was being done. On one occassion ten dollar bills were placed between the sheets. The original papers would disappear but the bills would remain in the locked safe. After the papers began coming, the contact commissioners were requested to read them to the Forum. They discovered that after certain papers were read and placed in the safe, they disappeared. When they inquired about this disappearance, very little explanation was given beyond the fact that it was the decision of the revelators to withdraw the paper. Other papers were altered after being read to the Forum. The assumption is that they were required to read these papers to the Forum so that the revelators could observe human reaction to the material presented. The original handwritten papers were typed by Emma Christensen who made two copies -- an original and a carbon. The originals were kept in a fireproof safe at Northern Trust and the carbons were put into file folders which forumites could check out and read (but could not remove from the office.) When a paper was checked back in by a Forumite reader, Christy, Wilfred or Edith Cook would count the pages to be sure they were all there. The Papers were always referenced by paper number as there were no page numbers until after typesetting had been done. 
Dr. Sadler maintains he is still highly skeptical of the process.

Meredith Sprunger relates, "He told me that as they read the early Urantia Papers he observed that many of the group including his wife were beginning to be highly impressed by their content. So one Sunday he made a speech about the importance of objectivity and a critical approach to this material. The response he got when he finished was sort of a testimony meeting. The essence of the Forum's reaction was, 'We don't care who wrote it--it simply makes more sense than anything we have read along this line.' But Dr. Sadler observed that his professional reputation was at stake. He had declared there were no genuine mediumistic phenomena and he wasn't going to allow one baffling case to change his mind."3

	1928
	Bill Sadler recalled from Marines via his mother's connections in the American Red Cross. It was desired that he be home to participate in the reading of the first Urantia Papers.3

	1929
	By one account, the Sadlers had purchased the building at 533 Diversey Parkway shortly before the stock market crash on Black Thursday. [Picture of the building at 533 Diversey Parkway] 

"Mind at Mischief" published -- This book also contains a definition of friendship which Dr. Sadler purportedly got from the Midwayers.23  This was the best selling of all his 42 books. After publication he apparently had second thoughts about it and asked friends to help collect as many as they could. Some 800 were thus collected but when Dr. Sadler reneged on his promise to buy them back, most of them found their way back into circulation.23

	1930
	Sometime around 1930 Dr. Sadler is reported to have consulted with Harry Houdini and with Howard Thurston, a renowned sleight of hand artist who devoted considerable time to exposing fraudulent mediums and psychics.
Mary Lou Hales reports that Howard Thurston actually attended some Forum sessions.26

	1931
	Someone inquires of the copyright office regarding quantity of changes necessary to secure second copyright. [See 1931 copyright office correspondence] [image: image1.png]PDF





	1933
	[See 1933 letter from Clyde Bedell to Wilfred Kellogg] expressing concerns about autocratic trends in group management.

	1934 
	Reception of first three parts of The Urantia Book--118 Papers--complete.2 However, the Forum kept going over these papers and asking questions so the Revelators could clarify their expressions to be more understandable to the mortal mind. The Forum went through all the papers at least three times. To estimate the time involved consider 118 papers completely gone through three times, one paper a week, 42 weeks a year (allowing for no meetings during the peak summer heat). Paper 119 came through in 1935 just before the entire Part IV was delivered complete--typewritten, justified, punctuated and capitalized.23

	1935 
	February 11 -- Part IV -- the "Jesus Papers" -- delivered2 Note: This is the anniversary of the arrival of Jesus' Thought Adjuster

According to Bud Kagan's reminescence of conversations with Bill Sadler, all of Part IV was discovered in a vacant office, typewritten, next to the typewriter on which they had been produced. There appears to have been some question about including the Part IV we have today. According to Bill Sadler the Urantia Midwayers enjoined the Revelatory Commission and appealed all the way up the chain of command to include this narrative of Michael's final bestowal. It took one year (of our time) and the Ancients of Days ruled that it was not inconsistent with the Urantia Revelation to include the triumphant bestowal of Michael of Nebadon. A Melchizedek editor was appointed to work with the midwayer commission. It is possible that the "Life & Teachings" were already composed by the Urantia midwayers and submitted as part of their brief. See last sentence of 77:9.9.23 Bud says that, according to Bill, the Midwayers engineered a credit for their effort by adding paragraph 77:9.9 to the book after the plates were already strapped in the press in preparation for printing.

	1936
	Sometime during this period, Dr. Sadler came to believe that The Urantia Book was what it claimed to be. Dr. Sadler was in the habit of reading a paper each week to the gathered members of the Forum. It is reported that upon reading Paper 139, "The Twelve Apostles," to the Forum, he stopped, and with a tear in his eye stated, "I now must accept these Papers as what they say the are. Human behavior is my profession. No one could have written this without being present." It is reported that Dr. Lena was ecstatic and ran up to embrace Doc, the whole room being filled with joy and excitement.23

Dr. Sadler later told Meredith Sprunger, "I'm a psychiatrist and I think I know my business. But this paper was a real blow to my pride. If I had a half-dozen psychiatrists to help me and years to prepare it, I was convinced that I couldn't fabricate a paper with this ring of genuineness and insight. So I said to myself, 'I don't really know what it is but I do know that it's the highest quality of philosophic-religious material that I have ever read.'" From that time on, Meredith comments, Dr. Sadler became not only the professional director but the dedicated leader of the group.3

	1937 
	Sometime during this period, Dr Sadler and Bill Sadler attempted to write a Foreword to the book. In response, a typewritten Foreword was provided by the revelators along with the comment that, "A city can not be lit by a candle."23

Sometime during this period the members of the Forum began holding "Remembrance Suppers" based upon commentary contained in the Urantia Papers.
Beginning of the drafting of a plan for a formal organization to manage affairs related to The Urantia Book upon publication. Originally there were plans for a single organization but it soon became apparent that any organization designed for the management of the social repercussions of the revelation would need to be organized according to republican ideals. [See "Development of Urantia Foundation and Urantia Brotherhood" by Carolyn Kendall]   [See Bill Sadler's 1958 memo reviewing the history of the organizations.]

Dr. Lena Sadler begins collecting funds for typesetting27

	1939 
	April 3 -- "The Seventy" organized for intensive study classes (70 people volunteered); begins meeting on Wednesday evenings at 533 Diversey Parkway.2   The unseen personalities suggested that the training of teachers and leaders be undertaken. Thus Bill Sadler Jr. organized "The Seventy" which met every Wednesday evening--attendance was mandatory. They each had a three-ring notebook which they left at 533 in which notes and study aids were recorded.23

Meredith Sprunger reports that the seventy were trained by papers and directives from the revelators and their own leaders up to the time of the publication of the Urantia Book.
The seventy, along with many other members of the Forum, were the first members of Urantia Brotherhood and comprised the first General Council. These individuals were also instrumental in establishing the Brotherhood school and creating many of the readership's first study aids.

August 8 -- Death of Dr. Lena Sadler7

Editor's note: It is unfortunate that more information on the life of Dr. Lena Sadler is not available. She was apparently the first person to recognize the significance of the revelatory materials coming through the "sleeping subject" and kept the project going when Dr. William S. Sadler was ready to quit. Her life was marked by tragedy in the early loss of a baby daughter. She is said to have been inconsolable and bore the pain for years until she achieved some degree of consolation in the adoption of Emma Christensen. Later in her life she suffered from what was apparently breast cancer and as a result of a botched mastectomy had to have an arm amputated. Nevertheless, she maintained her enthusiasm and dedication to the project right up to the time when her cancer ended her mortal career. By the time she departed for the mansion worlds she had collected over $20,000 for the publication project. One source commented to me, "If anyone in this group [the contact commissioners] was a destiny reservist, it was Dr. Lena Sadler." 
[See "Brief Notes on Dr. Lena Sadler"from the Chautauqua promotional materials]
[See Lena Sadler obituary from the August 23, 1939 issue of Christian Century] [image: image2.png]PDF




First drafts of a Declaration of Trust and a Brotherhood Constitution prepared.25 The original plans submitted by the contact commissioners to their celestial associates for approval were returned with the comment, "Can't you do any better than that?"23

	1941 
	June 28 -- R. R. Donnelley & Sons Company submits contract for "Composition and Plates for Book -- Approximately Two Thousand pages" to Mr. W. C. Kellogg4

September 11 -- Wilfred Kellogg signs contract with R. R. Donnelley & Sons Company for typesetting The Urantia Book4

	1942
	Harold Sherman meets Dr. Sadler early in 1942. He and his wife sign the secrecy pledge and are accepted as Forum members.
Members of the Forum, led by Harold Sherman, question management of the process. Sherman becomes disgruntled with Dr. Sadler who refused to add material relating to psychic phenomena to The Urantia Book. (Some reader-historians have referred to this incident as "The Sherman Rebellion.") 3 

[ See Forum petition presented to Dr. Sadler] regarding plans for Urantia organizations. 
[See photos of Harold and Martha Sherman]
[Review materials related to this incident--the socalled "Sherman Rebellion"--and the subsequent publication of Sherman's book, "How to Know What to Believe"]
The Forum was formally disbanded as such once the contract for the plates was signed. Former Forum members begin reviewing galley proofs of The Urantia Book -- a process continued for nearly a decade. These individuals also continued to meet for study of the papers. 
Mary Flannigan, employee of the Lakeside Press division of R. R. Donnelley, assigned full-time to work at 533 Diversey Parkway assisting in reading of galley proofs.23

May 31 -- last formal meeting of the Forum2

Anecdotal sources maintain that the book was ready for publication before the start of World War II. Following the close of the war, publication was tentatively scheduled for 1949. It is reported that the Melchizedeks declared war on communism in 1946 and that in 1949 the Most High Observer seized control of the  Planetary Government to devote all celestial resources available on the planet to the task. Publication was held up until the planetary government was satisfied with the direction the fight against communism was taking. By the time of the Korean war the Melchizedeks thought things had turned around and were heading for an early resolution (having initially commented that it may take as long as 100 years to stop the momentum of communism.) They gave the go-ahead for publication in 1955 but with a caveat:
"The book belongs to the era immediately to follow the conclusion of the present ideological struggle. That will be the day when men will be willing to seek truth and righteousness. When the chaos of the present confusion has passed it will be more readily possible to formulate the cosmos of a new and improved era of human relationships. You are in association with a revelation of truth which is part of the natural evolution of religion on this world. ...Over-rapid growth would be suicidal. ...The book is being given to those who are ready for it long before the day of its world-wide mission. ...An early publication of the book has been provided so that it may be in hand for the training of leaders and teachers. Thousands of study groups must be brought into existence and the book must be translated into many tongues. Thus will the book be in readiness when the battle for man's liberty is finally won and the world is once more made safe for the religion of Jesus and the freedom of mankind."23,25 

Bill Sadler is reported to have commented that they hired a copyright attorney named John Denier (name can be checked out) when they discovered the problems in obtaining registration due to the authorship. They decided to see if it would work to use ' Urantia Foundation' as author, and it did. The copyright office does not check on the validity of applications, and does not police the works that are registered. The Contact Commisioners apparently received administrative messages up to and including the "final" instructions of 1954 when the contact was broken and all the revelators (sans all resident personalities who were pledged to silence) went back to their native or assigned abodes. And the message was, "You are now on your own". 

August -- Administrative message purportedly received related to copyright and trademark. [See this message along with Tom Kendall's commentary]

	1943 
	Clyde Bedell drafts petition circulated by Harold Sherman that attempts to make the Forum more democratic. Dr. Sadler convinces the group to continue as they have in the past.3 Clyde is reported to have eventually changed his position to one of opposition to Sherman's efforts.3

	1944
	Dr. Sadler publishes "Prescription for Permanent Peace," a document containing ideas for a "mankind government." Some of the comments contained in this document were reportedly provided by the revelators.

	1945 
	First meeting of the group in Los Angeles, California, which eventually became First Urantia Society of Los Angeles--this was a group of individuals who had participated in the Forum and knew about the upcoming publication of the book. Because no copies of the Urantia Papers were available outside 533 Diversey Parkway, this group studied comparative religions and other topics.

	1947 
	Harold Sherman leaves the Forum3

	1948 
	[See "Notes on Dissemination" by Bill Sadler]
[See "How to Tell People About The Urantia Book Without Telling Them About The Urantia Book" by Bill Sadler]

	1949
	Editor's note: In 1949 a message was purportedly received in which a "Vicegerent Planetary Prince" (or, in some versions of the story, a "Resident Governor General") named "Norsan" announced that all resources were being refocused on the war against international communism. If this story is true, it is quite possibly a reference to the announcement of a "Most High Observer," alluded to in the text of The Urantia Book. [See quotes from The Urantia Book regarding this possibility] 

	1950 
	January 11 -- Wilfred Kellogg signs over his rights in the plates for The Urantia Book to the new trustees of Urantia Foundation4

Editor's note: Wilfred Kellogg was the individual who kept the books for Sadler's medical practice. He therefore was assigned the task of negotiating with the typesetter for the composing and manufacture of the plates back in 1941. The fact that he signed the contract made him the legal owner of the finished product (the plates). He held this in trust until Urantia Foundation was established by means of recording their Declaration of Trust with Cook County in Illinois and then assigned the plates to the newly formed Urantia Foundation. He did this as an individual because the contact commission had no status under law prior to the formalization of Urantia Foundation.3

For information on how Urantia Foundation was formed, see "Development of Urantia Foundation and Urantia Brotherhood" by Carolyn Kendall. See also:

Dr. William S. Sadler -- "A History of The Urantia Movement"
Bill Sadler's memo of 1958 reviewing the roles and purposes of the Urantia organizations
January 11 -- Formation of Urantia Foundation at 333 North Michigan Avenue in Chicago, the offices of Bill Sadler -- signing of Declaration of Trust. [See Declaration of Trust Creating Urantia Foundation]
In 1950 the contact commission consisted of:3

Dr. William S. Sadler
William S. Sadler, Jr.
Emma Christensen
Wilfred Kellogg
Anna Kellogg

The original trustees of Urantia Foundation were:3

William Hales, President
William S. Sadler, Jr., Vice President
Emma Christensen, Secretary
Edith Cook
Wilfred Kellogg
  

Bill Sadler moves out of 533 in dispute with his father, Dr. William S. Sadler, over the payment of the mortgage on the 533 property. According to a personal friend of Bill's, the Sadlers were not in the best of financial shape at this time and Dr. Sadler gave his interest in the property to Urantia Foundation, which was then to continue paying the mortagage while allowing the Sadlers to continue living in the building. Bill strongly objected to what he viewed as his father's use of the Foundation for personal gain. There were apparently other personal issues also involved in his decision to move out.23

[See "Some Tips on Personal Evangelism" by Bill Sadler]
October 25 -- First appeal for funds for printing The Urantia Book.5 Long-time Forum member and first President of Urantia Foundation, William Hales had earlier offered to underwrite the entire cost of typesetting, proofing and publication. He was turned down by the Midwayers who expressed a preference that it be done as a group effort.23,27

	1951
	November 22 -- Contact Commissioners receive instructions regarding the book and the role of Urantia Foundation [See excerpt from this document]

	1952 
	August 21 -- Plan for the organization of Urantia Brotherhood approved in communique to contact commissioners. [See excerpt from this document] Note: Based on the contents of this document as well as the one above dated November 22, 1951, it is quite clear that, barring any additional contact from the Midwayer Commission, all matters related to the publication of the book were to be executed in accordance with the best judgment of the trustees of Urantia Foundation. Beyond this, there are no specific instructions. In a letter to Jacques Weiss in 1970, Emma Christensen, replying to comments Weiss made about continuing contacts, said, "I am sure you know that no one, and I mean, no one, [underlines appear in original] is receiving any information from the Commission whch sponsored the Urantia Book. I am sure this Commission will in due time provide any additional information if such is deemed necessary. I speak authoritatively on this subject, so do not be misled by such claims as you report."

Furthermore, in 1994, Urantia Foundation President, Richard Keeler, in a deposition taken under oath, testified that there had been no further communications.

November 28, 1952 -- Wilfred Kellogg submits request for information to copyright office regarding securing copyrights in foreign countries -- [See copyright information request letter] [image: image3.png]PDF





	1954 
	Information from an apocryphal source indicates that the seraphim of progress and the seraphim of the churches each sought authority to direct the revelation following publication. This same source indicates that in the end, the planetary government agreed to place the direction of the revelation under the seraphim of the churches for the first one hundred years, after which it would be placed under the direction of the seraphim of progress. For additional insight into this possible conflict, note the comment at 134:3.8 (1486)
Last message received from revelators -- the go-ahead for publication. Along with this message was the comment, "You are now on your own" and an indication that all celestial personalities remaining on the planet as well as resident personalities were required to take a vow of silence regarding any further communications related to the revelation. The book was printed in sixteen page signatures, run twice through the press for front and back impressions.

	1955
1,695 books distributed 
	 

January 1 -- Authority for the functions of the Foundation assumed by the first Trustees.25

January 2 -- Urantia Brotherhood General Council formed by 36 members of the Forum -- constitution signed (written by Bill Sadler with Forum consultation) -- Bill Sadler elected first President.5 When Urantia Foundation subsequently "de-licensed" Urantia Brotherhood in 1989, this constitution became that of The Urantia Book Fellowship.

[See private correspondence between Marian Rowley and Julia Fenderson describing details of this period of activity]
[See the Constitution of Urantia Brotherhood]
For information on how Urantia Brotherhood was formed, see "Development of Urantia Foundation and Urantia Brotherhood" by Carolyn Kendall. See also: Founding Trustee, William Hales' statement about the origins of the Urantia organizations
[Picture of Bill Sadler]
February 11 -- Formal arrangements for publication of The Urantia Book started by Urantia Foundation.5

March 25 -- [See memo from Bill Sadler regarding service mark on title page] [image: image4.png]PDF




July 5 -- First "Quarterly News Letter" issued (later known as "Urantia Brotherhood Bulletin")5

October 12, Wednesday -- First publishing of The Urantia Book -- 10,000 copies printed -- Foundation trustees place three copies in safe per provisions of Declaration of Trust -- first book goes on sale at Krochs & Bretnatanos Book Store in Chicago.3 Total cost of the first printing was approximately $75,000.003

December 25 -- Death of Bill Sadler's oldest son, William S. Sadler III. Cause of death unknown.

	1956     638 books distributed 
	June 17 -- First Urantia Society installed (Urantia Brotherhood)5

"The Seventy," studying since 1939, become absorbed into Urantia Brotherhood2

August 31 -- Death of Willfred Kellog, age 79; Memorial service held September 2, 1956

September 9 -- At 6:30 PM a study group was held at the Y.W.C.A in Oklahoma City by a minister who had found the book in Chicago. Paper 86 was the topic of discussion. At this meeting it was decided to start a new church based on the teachings of The Urantia Book. In addition to being the first reader group to form independently of the Chicago office and the members of the former Forum, this was also the first reader group to establish a church -- "The New Age Christian Church" with B. Salyer as the minister.28  [See "The Urantia Book Comes to Oklahoma City", by Helen Butler. Also a testimonial by B. M. Salyer]
September 19 -- Urantia Brotherhood School opens, architected primarily by Dr. Sadler and the Kulieke brothers along the lines of a seminary. This was the first project of the Brotherhood Education Committee; Dr. Sadler was the first Chairman of this committee.5 [Picture of Dr. William S. Sadler teaching at 533]   [See contents of original Urantia Brotherhood School brochure]

October 1 -- Urantia Brotherhood Corporation formed5

October 22 -- [See letter from Jacques Weiss to Carolyn Brown outlining ideas for a French translation] [image: image5.png]PDF




International Fellowship Committee of Urantia Brotherhood donates 100 books to libraries outside the U.S. -- Canada, Australia, Great Britainn, South Africa and New Zealand.6

November 27 -- [See early correspondence from Jacques Weiss to Urantia Brotherhood] [image: image6.png]PDF




November 30 -- [See Marian Rowley's response to Jacques Weiss' initial correspondence] [image: image7.png]PDF




December 26 -- [See Jacques Weiss' original proposal to Urantia Brotherhood for a French translation] [image: image8.png]PDF





	1957
594 books distributed 
	January 7 -- [See Marian Rowley's short response to Jacques Weiss] [image: image9.png]PDF




March 7 -- Bill Sadler meets with Oklahoma City readers to discuss becoming a Society.28

Editor's note: Bill Sadler became good friends with Oklahoma oilman Clyde Goodman and his Administrative Assistant, Berkeley Elliott. Clyde and Berkeley became early devotees of the book and Bill began to make trips to Oklahoma City to lead study groups for the growing readership there. The folks back at Chicago soon became suspicious that Bill was trying to utilize the Oklahoma City readers as a base for building his own movement. From all available evidence, this suspicion was completely unfounded, but it exemplified the attitude with which the Chicago office generally viewed spontaneous developments in the field which they had not initiated and over which they had little or no control.

May 24 -- Urantia Society of Glenview installed (Urantia Brotherhood)5

May 31 -- [See Jacques Weiss' formal request to Urantia Brotherhood for support in the production of a French translation] [image: image10.png]PDF




June 5 -- [See Marian Rowley's short note to Jacques Weiss regarding his inquiry] [image: image11.png]PDF




June 12 -- [See letter from Christy to Jacques Weiss regarding FrenchTranslation] [image: image12.png]PDF




July 26 -- First Urantia Society of Los Angeles installed5 (The established group in Los Angeles had vied with Chicago readership groups consisting of members of the Forum to be the first Brotherhood Society installed, but was unsuccessful.)

November 23--First Urantia Society of Oklahoma City installed by Ruth Burton; Bob and Ruth Burton as well as Bill and Mary Lou Hales were in attendance. The Society was a separate organization from the "New Age Christian Church" and in later years when the church dissolved, the Society carried on as the center of reader activities in the Oklahoma City region.28

	1958
388 books distributed 
	January -- Warren Kulieke elected second President of Urantia Brotherhood.5

April -- Bill Sadler submits memo to Foundation Trustees regarding potential pitfalls and frictions between the two organizations, along with recommendations for policies designed to minimize inevitable frictions. 
[See Bill Sadler's 1958 memo to Foundation Trustees] 
[See reproduction of original document] [image: image13.png]PDF




April 24 -- [See letter from Bill Hales to Urantia Foundation Attorney regarding Jacques Weiss] [image: image14.png]PDF




April 30 -- [See Jacques Weiss' report on progress of the French translation] [image: image15.png]PDF




May 2 -- [See letter from Dr. Sadler to Meredith Sprunger regarding the appendix to "The Mind at Mischief."] [image: image16.png]PDF




May 3--Bill Sadler begins series of 27 seminars on The Urantia Book in Oklahoma City. These seminars continued until his death in 1963.28
[See transcript of Bill's comments about developing a religion without a priesthood] 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.urantiabook.org/archive/history/pdf_indicator.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 

May 11 -- [See letter from Marian Rowley to Jacques Weiss discussing issues related to a French translation] [image: image18.png]PDF




June 9 -- [See letter from Bill Hales to Jacques Weiss regarding French translation] 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.urantiabook.org/archive/history/pdf_indicator.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 

July 24 -- Vern Grimsley contacts Urantia Foundation for first time [See letter] [image: image20.png]PDF





 HYPERLINK "http://www.urantiabook.org/archive/originals/marian_grimsley072658.pdf" 
[See Marian Rowley's response] [image: image21.png]PDF




September 24 -- First commencement for graduating class of Urantia Brotherhood School5

October 7 -- [See letter from Jacques Weiss to Carolyn Brown regarding progress of French translation] [image: image22.png]PDF




Marian Rowley creates first secondary work -- "The Story of Joe" -- a fictional account of an average mortal person's ascent through the universe to Paradise. The book was never published.

[image: image23.png]



1958 Annual Reports: President's Report -- Bill Sadler 

	1959
454 books distributed 
	January 21 -- [See Jacques Weiss' report to Urantia Brotherhood regarding progress of French translation] [image: image24.png]PDF




January 21 -- Meredith Sprunger submits suggestions for a Urantia Brotherhood Educational Policy and a Urantia University [See "An Educational Policy for Urantia Brotherhood"]
January 24 -- [See Marian Rowley's short response to Jacques Weiss] [image: image25.png]PDF




March -- Some early criticism of the Urantia Book appear; In 1959 Dr. Sadler wrote a formal paper responding to many of the early criticisms.
[See letter from Rev. Adams, Trinity Presbyterian Church, San Francisco] [image: image26.png]PDF




[See letter from Dr. Sadler to Rev. Adams regarding his criticism of The Urantia Book] [image: image27.png]PDF




[See Dr. Sadler's formal paper, "Consideration of Some Criticisms of The Urantia Book"]
Urantia Foundation issues (first?) letter to Brotherhood Executive Committee regarding protection of the concentric circles symbol.[See Letter to Executive Committee]

First Urantian funeral service outside of 533. Service for Clarence Bowman, Harold Karrer officiating.

December -- [See letter from Dr. Sadler in which he comments about his studies with Freud] [image: image28.png]PDF




[image: image29.png]



1959 Annual Reports:

	1960
522 books distributed 
	February 24 -- Death of Anna Kellogg, age 82

March -- Early correspondence between Vern Grimsley and Meredith Sprunger in which Vern Grimsley outlines some of his personal career plans. [See correspondence] [image: image30.png]PDF




May 11 -- Second Urantia Society of Chicago installed (Urantia Brotherhood) -- formed by Bill Sadler, Patricia Sadler (Mundelius), Florine and John Seres.5

June -- First "official" history written [See Marian Rowley's rough draft of a history] [image: image31.png]PDF



 Marian compares her history with one noted as "Dr's" [See Marian's comparison of histories] [image: image32.png]PDF



 and provides us with a final edited document. [See Marian's completed history]. [image: image33.png]PDF



A history apparently written about this time, attributed to Dr. Sadler, has been in circulation ever since. [See history attributed to Dr. Sadler]
August 21 -- Jacques Weiss visits Chicago to discuss issues related to publication of the French translation which is nearing completion. [See Jacques Weiss' schedule] [image: image34.png]PDF




October 11 -- [See letter from Jacques Weiss to Urantia Foundation commenting about legal delays] [image: image35.png]PDF




[image: image36.png]



1960 Annual Reports: President's Report -- Warren Kulieke

	1961
462 books distributed 
	May 4 -- Letter from Marian Rowley to Vern Grimsley describing availability of books used by the Brotherhood School. [See letter] [image: image37.png]PDF




June 27 -- Orvonton Urantia Society of Chicago installed (Urantia Brotherhood)5

April 19 -- Contract between Urantia Foundation and Jacques Weiss signed for production of a French translation in three volumes.

September 1 -- Letter from Marian Rowley to Vern Grimsley in which basic details of daily operations at 533 are reviewed. [See letter] [image: image38.png]PDF




December -- [Letter from Dr. Sadler to Clyde Bedell commenting on receiving the first volume of the multi-volume French translation]
[image: image39.png]



1961 Annual Reports: Report of the Secretary-General -- Marian Rowley

	1962
716 books distributed 
	February -- Jim Mills elected third President of Urantia Brotherhood (elected to complete the term of Warren Kulieke who died in office)5

March 11 -- Bill Sadler resigns as Field Representative of Urantia Brotherhood.

Publication of La Cosmogonie D'Urantia -- First French translation (in three volumes) available until early 1970's when Urantia Foundation brought legal action against translator-publisher for enforcement of terms of contract.5, 6 This translation was prepared by Mr. Jacques Weiss, a French industrialist and former leader of the underground resistance to the Nazi occupation. The first printing of 10,000 copies was sold out by 1968. [Picture of La Cosmogonie translation team] [See brochure outlining content of La Cosmogonie] [image: image40.png]PDF




September -- [Letter from Dr. Sadler to Meredith Sprunger discussing possible ministerial functions of Urantia Brotherhood ordained teachers]
Richard Keeler and Martin Myers drive to Chicago to meet Dr. Sadler and Christy.24

[image: image41.png]



1962 Annual Reports: Report of the Secretary-General -- Marian Rowley

	1963
600 books distributed 
	January -- Emma Christensen elected fourth President of Urantia Brotherhood5

Thomas Kendall appointed Trustee of Urantia Foundation

June 18 -- Bill Sadler resigns as member of the General Council citing poor personal health. [See Bill Sadler's resignation letter]
Early letter of inquiry from Vern Grimsley. The related correspondence provides some insights into Dr. Sadler's view of the church and of Urantia Book evangelism. 
[See Vern Grimsley's letter of Autumn 1963] [image: image42.png]PDF




[See Dr. Sadler's response commenting on Meredith's struggles and the ministry in general] [image: image43.png]PDF




[See Vern Grimsley's response and specific questions regarding Urantia Book evangelism] [image: image44.png]PDF




[See Dr. Sadler's response; in his P.S. he mentions support for Meredith's views] [image: image45.png]PDF




[Vern Grimsley writes again to Dr. Sadler discussing his changing perspectives on the ministry] [image: image46.png]PDF




[Dr. Sadler responds with comments about the difficulty of formal church ministry] [image: image47.png]PDF




August 23-25 -- First summer Study Session of Urantia Brotherhood at 533 Diversey Parkway, Chicago5

November 22 -- Death of Bill Sadler3 [See Eulogy by Jim Mills and short biography]
[image: image48.png]



1963 Annual Reports: 

	1964
622 books distributed 
	August 20-22 -- First Triennial Delegate Assembly of Urantia Brotherhood5 [Picture of the Banner of the First Triennial Delegate Assembly]   [Picture of attendees, First Triennial Delegate Assembly]   [President's Address to the Delegates by E. L. Christensen]
Vern Grimsley begins broadcasting on KFAX, San Francisco, California, airing radio programs containing the teachings of The Urantia Book without mentioning the book itself.10 Vern also introduced The Urantia Book to his old University of Kansas fraternity brothers, Rich Keeler, Martin Myers and Hoite Caston. [Picture of the fraternity brothers serenading Christy at Family of God Foundation headquarters, 1980]
Editor's note: These four gentlemen formed an alliance with Christy and Doc Sadler and profoundly influenced the direction of social and legal development within the movement over the next forty years--two of them apparently continue to do so at the time of this writing (1997). Christy told me in a private conversation that by the early 1960's, she and Dr. Sadler were getting concerned about the lack of capable young people coming into the movement--they saw the arrival of these gentlemen as an answer to their prayers. Referring to this group of four, she said, "When Poppy and I saw them, we weren't going to let them get away." She subsequently frequently referred to them as, "My boys." Within ten years this group was showing formidible leadership potentials, with Vern Grimsley's charismatic spiritual presence, multi-millionaire Richard Keeler's financing, Martin Myers' legal education, and Hoite Caston's business and legal experience in the entertainment industry.

September -- [Christy says no Brotherhood pins should be sent to Jacques Weiss] [image: image49.png]PDF




October 27 -- Jacques Weiss again requests pins for individuals who have assisted in the translation. [See Jacques Weiss' letter] [image: image50.png]PDF



  Chicago reconsiders and agrees to send him the pins [See Marian Rowley's letter] [image: image51.png]PDF




October -- [See "Organizational History" by Marian Rowley, written 10/64] [image: image52.png]PDF




November 11 -- Christy, expressing concern about stories related to early history, sends note to Society Presidents to remind "old timers" of their oath of secrecy. [See letter] 
[See PDF reproduction of original letter] [image: image53.png]PDF




[image: image54.png]



1964 Annual Reports: 

	1965
594 books distributed 
	January -- Burton King, Barbara King and Doris George start radio program on KBLA, Los Angeles, broadcasting readings from The Urantia Book.

First session of Urantia Brotherhood School held outside of Chicago -- Ruth Burton leads eight week seminar on Part IV in Los Angeles. [See photograph of Ruth Burton]
August 6-8 -- Second Summer Study Session of Urantia Brotherhood [See "Greetings to the Summer Study Session" by E.L. Christensen]
September 27 -- [See letter from Georgia Gecht to Christy regarding Burton King, the impending Pelly lawsuit and other matters] [image: image55.png]PDF




September 30 -- Brotherhood affiliate Second Urantia Society of Chicago becomes "Second Society Foundation" for purposes of publishing Bill Sadler's "A Study of the Master Universe".3

October 8 -- [See letter from Christy to Georgia Gecht monitoring southern California events and readers] [image: image56.png]PDF




Study Group started in Helsinki, Finland by readers interested in working on a Finnish translation.6

	1966
721 books distributed
	Urantia Foundation establishes formal policy regarding permission to quote passages from the book, to use the name "Urantia" and to use the concentric circles symbol. [See "Guidelines for Use of Urantia Book Materials"]

March 20 -- Memorial service held for five Forum members

Minnie Kulieke (Mrs. Edmond F. J. Kulieke), Lulu Steinbeck, Caroline Brown, Lee Miller Jones, Edmond F.J. Kulieke, Sr.  [See "Group Memorial Service for Five Forum Members"]
March 24 -- Christy sends out letter to field representatives emphasizing early warnings about discussing the origins of the book. [Read text of Christy's letter] [See PDF replica of Christy's letter] [image: image57.png]PDF




July -- Alvin Kulieke conducts six day series on astronomy for First Urantia Society of Los Angeles.

August 30 -- [See Vern Grimsley's overview of his "Urantia-based radio ministry"]
Oklahoma Society begins providing bookmarks with quotes to local bookstore in effort to pique interest in The Urantia Book.28

December 6 -- Vern Grimsley writes to Emma Christensen reporting on various situations in Southern California. [See correspondence] [image: image58.png]PDF





 HYPERLINK "http://www.urantiabook.org/archive/originals/christy_grimsley120966.pdf" [See Christy's response] [image: image59.png]PDF




[image: image60.png]



1966 Annual Reports:

	1967
1,146 books distributed 
	April 28 -- Urantia Foundation approves second printing of the Jacques Weiss translation in three volumes, including footnotes, a pocket inside the front cover containing maps and diagrams of the cosmos, and Bible references added by Weiss. Dr. Sadler provided the approval with the simple condition that Weiss note in the book that these were additions made by the translator and were not part of the original text.

July -- Jacques Weiss publishes "The Origin of The Urantia Book" [See Jacques Weiss' history]
July -- Correspondence between Meredith Sprunger and Emma Christensen; Meredith wants to be more aggressive in outreach. Christy responds by sending Meredith a copy of "Wise Comments and Advices," a collection of paragraphs implicitly of origin in conversations with the revelators. [See correspondence between Meredith and Christy]
August 4-5 -- Second Triennial Delegate Assembly of Urantia Brotherhood5

August -- Alvin Kulieke elected President of Urantia Brotherhood5 [Picture of Alvin Kulieke teaching at 533]
Family of God Foundation established as a California Non-profit Corporation

August -- Edith Cook finds an error in the diagrams Weiss included with the French text. Weiss had printed extra diagrams and sent them to Urantia Foundation as Christmas cards. Weiss had shown dark gravity bodies as existing in unpervaded space as well as in pervaded space. Edith pointed out that there was, according to The Urantia Book, only one belt of dark gravity bodies and that this was in pervaded space. Edith considers this to be a "major error" and reports to the trustees that "His concept would change our whole idea of the shape of the master universe." She further comments that she sees these maps as misrepresenting the teachings of The Urantia Book. 

August 25 -- Jacques Weiss meets with trustees in Chicago during which time the error on his diagram is reviewed. Weiss finally gave up in frustration and said he was not going to redo the maps at this point, that he would use up the ones he had, and perhaps would take up the matter at a later time.

November 9 -- Jacques Weiss expresses frustration with what he sees as Urantia Foundation's hyper-vigilant concern about the spread of the revelation. Excerpt from his letter to the trustees: "Before 1955, the Forum, who held the manuscript, was centered on the waiting aspect. Several members believed that the Book would not even be published during their lifetime. Then the Hierarchy judged that the situation had matured and the time had come. They gave the green light for the publication with instructions to go slow, even very slow for the beginning. You have remained ever since in that position of first gear, without any further contact with the Hierarchy. Now they judge that the time has come to pass in second gear, not in high. But have you asked them? Obviously no. On the French side, we have constantly been helped by guardian angels and other entities who suggested and approved the passing in second gear, and furnished the corresponding opportunities. You have witnessed the results. We believe in their guidance and follow it, looking more lightly at the legal viewpoint since a spiritual, moral, mental and physical agreement exists between us."

[image: image61.png]



1967 Annual Reports: 
Address to the TDA -- E. L. Christensen
Keynote Address to the TDA -- Alvin Kulieke

	1968
1,400 books distributed 
	February 11 -- Letter from Vern Grimsley to Emma Christensen describing successes with radio broadcast. [See correspondence] [image: image62.png]PDF




March 1 -- Second printing of The Urantia Book -- 10,000 copies6

Martin Myers moves in to 533 Diversey Parkway.24

Editor's note: Martin took up residence at 533 Diversey Parkway and became a faithful companion and caretaker for both Dr. Sadler and Emma Christensen during their declining years. It seems unfortunate that Martin's long dedication to this difficult and challenging service -- significantly easing the transition of these last two members of the contact commission to the mansion worlds -- has been so largely obscured by his political misfortunes of more recent years. [Picture of Martin Myers and Emma Christensen circa 1979]
August 2-3 -- Third Summer Study Session of Urantia Brotherhood [Read "Address of Welcome" by E.L. Christensen]
Publication of "A Study of the Master Universe" by William S. Sadler, Jr.3

[image: image63.png]



1968 Annual Reports:

	1969
2,822 books distributed 
	January 25--First regional conference in Oklahoma City, conducted by Clyde Goodman28

March -- Georgia Gecht resigns from FUSLA 
[See Georgia's resignation letter] [image: image64.png]PDF




[See Georgia's related correspondence with Marian Rowley] [image: image65.png]PDF




April 26 -- Death of Dr. William S. Sadler3

According to Meredith Sprunger: "On Friday evening he seemed to understand that his earthly life was about to close. With mental clarity he gave a farewell talk to those who were close to him, in which he included the following words: "This world is very real, but the next one is much more real. It is easy to leave the pains of this world for the pleasures of the next. And I am going to enjoy every moment of it. The transition from this world to the next is very easy. There is no pain. I am very conscious of everything that is going on. I could go on visiting with you for hours, but it would be no use. The chapter is closed. The last lines have been written; the book is finished." Then, turning to Christy, he said, "And now Christy I pass the responsibilities of Urantia on to you. I know you will do well for you have always been a good soldier. When you leave you will pass the torch to the younger members. I'll tell them hello up there for you." 
[See "Memorial Service for Dr. William S. Sadler"] 
[See entry for Dr. Sadler in "National Cyclopedia of American Biography"]
May -- [See Robert Burton's letter of complaint to Urantia Foundation regarding lack of work on translations]
August 1-2 -- Fourth Summer Study Session of Urantia Brotherhood5 [See E.L. Christensen's welcome address -- "Our Call to Service"]
October -- Robert Burton complains to Urantia Foundation regarding lack of accountability for contributed funds 
[See Robert Burton's letter]


 HYPERLINK "http://www.urantiabook.org/archive/history/burton_letter100969.htm" [See addendum to Robert Burton's letter] Note: Urantia Foundation apparently never responded to Robert Burton's request for information. [See Robert Burton's additional request for information of June 1970]
November 1 -- First Urantia Society of Fort Wayne, Indiana installed (Urantia Brotherhood)5

[image: image66.png]



1969 Annual Reports:

	1970
4,452 books distributed 
	March 13--Eleven delegates from the Interseminary Movement of the Southwest meet with Clyde Goodman in Oklahoma City to find out about The Urantia Book.28

June 7 -- First Urantia Society of Wenatchee, Washington installed (Urantia Brotherhood)5

July 31-August 1 -- Third Triennial Delegate Assembly of Urantia Brotherhood5 

[See resolutions calling for reform of Urantia Foundation]

 HYPERLINK "http://www.urantiabook.org/archive/history/doc993.htm" 


 HYPERLINK "http://www.urantiabook.org/archive/history/doc070.htm" [See Urantia Foundation's memo to delegates attempting to define the differences between the two organizations]
[See E.L. Christensen's address of welcome -- "Our Challenge"]  
[See Robert Burton's letter to trustees following failure to get reform resolutions passed] Note: Robert Burton's explusion from Urantia Brotherhood was eventually sought due to his efforts at reform. He was charged with, among other accusations, preaching "the doctrines of the Lucifer Manifesto of unbridled liberty, and disrespect of, and rebellion against, rightfully constituted leadership, in this case, of the custodians of the fifth major epochal revelation accusing or insinuating that they have participated in fraud, autocratic rule, suppression of free expression, violation of the principles of fairness and justice, and improper conduct of policy discussion, alleging secrecy and insinuating wrongdoing . . ." [See charges brought against Robert Burton]
September 29--Urantia Foundation applies for a trademark on the stylized word, "URANTIA" [See Intra-Office News Memorandum of December 10, 1970]

[image: image67.png]



1970 Annual Reports:
Keynote Address to the TDA -- Alvin Kulieke

 

	1971
5,894 books distributed 
	January 31 -- First Urantia Society of Houston installed (Urantia Brotherhood)5

February 21 -- [Letter from L.C. to Bob Burton regarding Burton organizational concerns]
March 1 -- Third printing of The Urantia Book -- 15,000 copies6

May 2 -- Governing board of First Urantia Society of Los Angleles issues statement of support for Urantia Foundation in matter of charges of mishandling of funds, misconduct, and irresponsible administration of a public trust being brought by attorney Robert Burton. [See FUSLA statement of support] 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.urantiabook.org/archive/history/pdf_indicator.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 

[See President's letter to Houston Society President regarding Robert Burton's efforts at organizational reform]
May 6 -- Urantia Foundation orders plates used in original printing to be destroyed.

The original plates were only good for approximately 30,000 impressions on India Paper. (The 1st printing used such paper, but subsequent printings used a synthetic thin paper). There were apparently some 2,200 nickel plated lead plates (stored with a beeswax coating) of convex shape (to fit on a cylinder for printing).
June 29--Urantia Foundation receives registration for the name "URANTIA" as a "trademark for books." (Registration # 915734)

July 30-31 -- Urantia Brotherhood Summer Study Session

[See program for 1971 Summer Study Session]
[See Welcome Address by E. L. Christensen]
July -- Urantia Foundation submits application to register the name "URANTIA" as a service mark -- application is denied by trademark examiner. [See "Urantia Foundation's Trademarks: How They Got Them and What They're Doing With Them"]
Martin Myers and Vern Grimsley appointed "special agents" for the Trustees of Urantia Foundation.

September -- Trouble is brewing in Southern California where Burton King is attempting to start a school at which The Urantia Book will be used to supplement other teaching materials. Urantia Foundation tried to prevent Mr. King from obtaining copies of the book by cutting off supplies to his local bookstore.

[See first refusal letter, 8/6/71, to Doris George] [image: image69.png]PDF




[See second refusal letter, 09/20/71, to Bob Johnson] 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.urantiabook.org/archive/history/pdf_indicator.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 

[A third attempt is made to order books, 11/26/71 -- see correspondence] [image: image71.png]PDF




[See internal Urantia Foundation memo regarding this situation, 12/1/71] 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.urantiabook.org/archive/history/pdf_indicator.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 

[Letter from Julia Fenderson -- she visits the store, reports to Chicago, 12/4/71] 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.urantiabook.org/archive/history/pdf_indicator.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 

[Foundation internal memo about Julia's report] [image: image74.png]PDF




[Urantia Foundation sends third refusal letter, 12/13/71] 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.urantiabook.org/archive/history/pdf_indicator.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 

[A fourth attempt is made to order books, $360.00 check included, 2/4/72] 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.urantiabook.org/archive/history/pdf_indicator.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 

[Urantia Foundation sends fourth refusal letter, 2/9/72] [image: image77.png]PDF




In October of 1974, Urantia Foundation initiated a lawsuit in against Burton King. 
[See sample of Burton King's literature] [image: image78.png]PDF




October 16 -- Emma Christensen resigns as Trustee -- replaced by Jim Mills6 [See photograph of Jim Mills]   [See Intra-Office News Memorandum of October 20, 1971]

[image: image79.png]



1971 Annual Reports: 
President's Report -- Alvin Kulieke
Committee on Education -- Kenton Stephens
Fraternal Relations Committee -- Al Dyon

	1972
6,242 books distributed 
	April 24 -- Jacques Weiss, ready to proceed with a reprinting of Volume II for purposes of replacing the 2,000 copies damaged in 1969, is informed by Urantia Foundation that they are not likely to authorize him to proceed with this printing. On May 11, Weiss placed an order with a Paris printshop to begin a third printing of Volume II. He claimed that this printing was needed to replace 2,000 copies of Volume II of the second printing which had been damaged. However, he ordered 5,500 copies (supposedly due to economies of scale related to printing costs). Urantia Foundation declared this a contractual violation and used the opportunity to sue Weiss, thereby gaining control of the French text. 

July 3 -- Bob Burton writes letter to Jacques Weiss explaining why Urantia Foundation does not have a valid copyright in The Urantia Book. He also indicates that he is trying to get Urantia Foundation to evaluate his newly completed Spanish translation. [See Burton's letter to Weiss] [image: image80.png]PDF




July 11 -- Jacques Weiss registers trademark on the words "EDITIONS URANTIA" with the National Trademark Register in France.

July 21-22 -- Sixth Summer Study Session of Urantia Brotherhood -- the last to be held at 533 Diversey Parkway5 [See "Urantia Foundation Assesses the Situation"]

Henry Begemann begins work on a Dutch translation in Holland 3

Fall -- Dr. Philip Calabrese and Dr. Robert Hunt jointly teach a course at California State College, Bakersfield, entitled "An Introduction to The Urantia Book."

Urantia Foundation submits re-written application for registration of the name "URANTIA" as a service mark, receives approval "for educational purposes--namely, religious teachings." (Registration # 948104)

Explusion of Robert Burton from Urantia organizations. The Executive Committee of Urantia Brotherhood led by Alvin Kulieke brough formal charges against Robert Burton and sought his expulsion from Urantia Brotherhood. Among other things, he was charged with preaching "the doctrines of the Lucifer Manifesto of unbridled liberty, and disrespect of, and rebellion against, rightfully constituted leadership . . ."  Bob had grown impatient with Urantia Foundation's inability to mobilize resources for a Spanish translation of The Urantia Book. He reportedly hired a translator in Mexico and had a Spanish translation completed. Urantia Foundation apparently took possession of this manuscript but it was never published. Urantia Foundation began work on an "official" Spanish translation some ten years later. 

[See charges brought against Robert Burton]
[See report of events at hearing]   Robert Burton subsequently referred to himself as "the first excommunicated reformer of the 533 Urantia Institution." In 1973 he wrote to President Paul Snider regarding a review of his status.
[See official notice of Robert Burton's "excommunication"] 
[See Paul Snider's letter to Robert Burton, October 1973 
[See Robert Burton's response to Paul Snider, October 1973]
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1972 Annual Reports:
President's Report -- Alvin Kulieke
Vice President's Report -- E. L. Christensen

 

	1973
8,047 books distributed 
	Death of Alvin Kulieke [See "Memorial Service for Alvin Kulieke"]
January -- Emma Christensen elected President of Urantia Brotherhood (for completion of Alvin Kulieke's term following his death.)5 
[See Emma Christensen's memo, "The Brotherhood is in Crisis."]
June 29-July1 -- First Western Urantia Conference -- held in Los Angeles under the sponsorship of First Urantia Society of Los Angeles.5 
[See Emma Christensen's Address of Welcome to the Conference] 
[See "Unity, not Uniformity" -- seminal policy statement from Urantia Foundation]
August 4-5 -- Fourth Triennial Delegate Assembly of Urantia Brotherhood; Paul Snider elected President of Urantia Brotherhood5

August -- Fourth printing of The Urantia Book -- 25,000 copies. With this printing, Urantia Foundation began inserting a "notice" regarding copyright and trademark claims related to the name and symbol inside the cover of every book.6,28

August 21 -- Jacques Weiss contacts Paul Snider (Brotherhood President) requesting copies of resolution passed by the General Council at the August meeting. Letter is filed with note stapled to it which says, "Don't Respond." [See copy of letter] [image: image82.png]PDF




Martin Myers appointed Trustee of Urantia Foundation

Thomas Kendall elected President of the Board of Trustees of Urantia Foundation.

November 11 -- Urantia Foundation notifies selected readers that lawsuit against Jacques Weiss is being initiated. [See copy of Urantia Foundation lawsuit announcement] [image: image83.png]PDF





 HYPERLINK "http://www.urantiabook.org/archive/originals/weiss_group_photo.pdf" [See photo of Jacques Weiss with his engineering group in Paris] [image: image84.png]PDF



This lawsuit essentially halted sales to French-speaking readers. The price of underground photocopied editions soared to over $200.00 per copy in France, supplied to readers through the efforts of Andre Heisse. Heisse and his co-workers evaded apprehension by agents of Urantia Foundation by frequently moving their equipment and generally conducting their operation as did the Resistance propagandists during World War II. 

November -- Urantia Foundation begins mobilization for Burton King lawsuit  [See internal memo regarding Burton King and sample of his publication] [image: image85.png]PDF




December -- Urantia Foundation submits application to register the word "URANTIAN" as a trademark. Initial application denied. Application later approved after Urantia Foundation convinces trademark examiner that the word "URANTIAN" has no known meaning. [See "Urantia Foundation's Trademarks: How They Got Them and What They're Doing With Them" from CUBS newsletter]
[image: image86.png]



1973 Annual Reports:
President's Report -- Emma Christensen
Treasurer's Report -- Harry Rowley
Secretary-General's Report -- Marian Rowley
Charter Committee -- Mary Lou Hales
Education Committee -- Kenton Stephens
Fraternal Relations Committee -- Albert Dyon
Foreign Extension Committee -- Bernard Burton

	1974
9,745 books distributed 
	February 9 -- Paul Snider informs Vern Grimsley that the Executive Committee of Urantia Brotherhood is contributing $500.00 to his Family of God Foundation. [See correspondence] 

Urantia Foundation submits "Confirmatory Agreement" to Urantia Brotherhood.

[See: Copy of the Confirmatory Agreement]
[See: A Commentary on the nature of the Confirmatory and Licensing Agreements by Dan Massey]
April 1 -- John Hales becomes Resident Director of Urantia Brotherhood.

April 19 -- Duane Faw contacts Urantia Foundation for the first time. He early began development of the Paramony, relating Biblical references to The Urantia Book. [Display Duane's letter] [image: image87.png]PDF




May 6 -- Steve Dreier appointed Field Representative of Urantia Brotherhood.

June 26 -- [See letter from Urantia Foundation to Brotherhood President regarding use of concentric circles symbol on Summer Study Session materials] [image: image88.png]PDF



Note: Up until 1973 records show Urantia Brotherhood freely using the concentric circles symbol on internal materials without any reference to Urantia Foundation's claim of ownership.

July -- Urantia Foundation shuts down "Urantia Produce" company in Berkeley, California [See correspondence related to the "Urantia Produce" incident] [image: image89.png]PDF




July 26-27 -- Summer Study Session of Urantia Brotherhood held at Kendall College, Evanston, Illinois.5

August -- [See letter from Leone Sadler to Clyde Bedell thanking him for the Concordex] [image: image90.png]PDF




September 3 -- Paul Snider, President of Urantia Brotherhood, signs "Confirmatory Agreement."

October 4 -- [See internal Urantia Foundation notice regarding impending legal action against Burton King] 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.urantiabook.org/archive/history/pdf_indicator.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 

October 24 -- [See Paul Snider's notification to members of Urantia Brotherhood re: Burton King lawsuit] [image: image92.png]PDF




November 9 -- First Urantia Society of Western Springs installed (Urantia Brotherhood).5

November -- Copies of Urantia Foundation "Confirmatory Agreement" sent to each of the eight Urantia Societies for ratification.

Editor's note: Three societies signed and returned them, three raised questions about them, and two flatly refused to sign claiming they contained false statements about their having operated in the past under a license from Urantia Foundation.

[image: image93.png]



1974 Annual Reports:
President's Report -- Paul Snider
Vice President's Report -- E. L. Christensen
Secretary's Report -- Anna Rawson
Secretary General's Report -- Marian Rowley
Foreign Extension Committee -- Bernard Burton
Domestic Extension Committee


 HYPERLINK "http://www.urantiabook.org/archive/admin/doc489.htm" Education Committee -- Kenton Stephens 

	1975
9,924 books distributed 
	January 11--Paul Snider, President of Urantia Brotherhood and Tom Kendall, President of Urantia Foundation meet with Oklahoma City readers in an attempt to calm reactions to Urantia Foundation's Confirmatory Agreement which had been signed by Paul Snider as President of the Brotherhood, and now needed the ratification of the Societies.

January 16 -- Vern Grimsley writes to Paul Snider providing ideas for restraining enthusiastic readers who want to spread the revelation. [See copy of correspondence] [image: image94.png]PDF



Vern Grimsley's paranoia eventually led to his own psychological instability and the collapse of his organization, The Family of God Foundation. He was still advising Urantia Foundation trustees as recently as 1999.

April 4-6 -- Southern California conference sponsored by First Urantia Society of Los Angeles.

April 16 -- Emma Christensen confides to Vern Grimsley that Urantia Foundation has failed to register their name and marks in many foreign countries and seeks his help to exploit international contacts resulting from Vern's radio broadcasts as a means of obtaining proper registration and usage. The plan is to let Urantia Brotherhood Corporation do the mailing for Grimsley so that Urantia Foundatino can show it's marks as in use in the target country.[See copy of correspondence] [image: image95.png]PDF




June 6 -- Urantia Foundation and Urantia Brotherhood sign Confirmatory Sales Agreement [See Confirmatory Sales Agreement] 

Paul Snider, who signed the agreements for the Brotherhood, later declared that he had signed them under false pretenses because he was told at the time that the reason was to protect the book when, as it turned out, Martin Myers and the attorneys had cooked up a mechanism to leverage control of the organizations. Paul, in effect, declared his signature morally, if not legally, null and void.3 [See letter of re-evaluation which Paul Snider wrote as President of the Glenview Society in 1990]
July 27-30 -- Education Committee Summer Workshops, Kendall College

August 1-2 -- Nearly 300 readers attend the first General Conference of Urantia Brotherhood at Kendall College, Evanston, Illinois5

Publication of "Appendix to a Study of The Master Universe" by William S. Sadler, Jr. -- Second Society Foundation3

Library of Congress classification for The Urantia Book changed from "Parapsychology and Occultism" category to "Other Religions" and "Other Beliefs and Movements"6

Urantia Foundation sues Bob Burton for copyright infringement.6

Bob Burton gave away photocopies of The Urmia Lectures and also mailed copies of Paper 72 -- Government on a Neighboring Planet -- to all the members of the U.S. Congress. He is also rumored to have given a copy of The Urantia Book to President Kennedy. Bob had acquired a manuscript for the first Spanish translation of the book which had been done by Marvin and Betty Tackett. Urantia Foundation ended up in possession of the manuscript and effectively prevented publication. Several sources have told me that the Trustees had some of the translated papers evaluated and as a result felt that it was a poor quality translation. It had apparently been done by a non-reader strictly on a pay-for-service basis. A Spanish translation remained unavailable until one was produced under Urantia Foundation control some eighteen years later in 1993. 

[See Bob Burton's "Assessment of the Situation at 533"]

[See a sample of the copyright violations for which Bob was sued]

[See public documents of Urantia Foundation vs. Robert Burton]

First meeting of study group in Peru (Trujillo)

Brotherhood leader censured by Urantia Foundation trustee for criticizing Family of God Foundation use of Urantia gatherings for fund raising purposes. [See "Recommended Urantia Brotherhood Goals" by Meredith Sprunger, 1975]

Urantia Foundation sues Urantia Universal Studios for use of the name "Urantia".

Family of God Foundation broadcasts now carried by local stations in all 50 states; also now carried by American Forces Radio Network.

October 10-12 -- Sacramento, California regional conference

November 13 -- Judgment handed down by French court in Weiss case [See copy of Judgment]
December 6 -- Regional Conference, Tampa Florida 

[image: image96.png]



1975 Annual Reports:
Committee on Education -- Meredith Sprunger
Fraternal Relations Committee -- Carolyn Kendall
Report of the Secretary -- Anna Rawson
Domestic Extension Committee -- Thomas A. Kendall
Foreign Extension Committee -- Bernard Burton
Publications Committee -- Leone Sadler 

	1976
10,123 books distributed 
	January -- Death of Leone M. Sadler

Urantia Foundation registers name "Urantia" and the concentric circles symbol as trade marks. [See "Urantia Foundation's Trademarks: How They Got Them and What They're Doing With Them"]
February 8 -- San Francisco Bay Area Urantia Society installed (Urantia Brotherhood)5

There were strong political forces at play that brought about the chartering of the San Francisco Society. Vern Grimsley had maintained virtual control over Bay Area politics through his Family of God Foundation. He had never wanted a Urantia Society in which members of his Foundation would be involved because he wanted to maintain the appearance of being a separate politically independent organization. But with a triennial delegate assembly immediately on the horizon and Society ratification of the Foundation's confirmatory agreement a major burning issue, Urantia Foundation needed to muster as much support as possible. It was known that any delegate from Vern's organization could be counted on to vote for ratification so the entire process was rushed through the appropriate formalities. This in spite of the fact that a short time previous to this, Urantia Foundation, through its representatives on the Council and the Brotherhood Executive Committee, had pushed through a moratorium on the chartering of any more societies until the controversy over the confirmatory agreement was settled. This moratorium was then used to suspend the chartering process for the Dallas group (which had applied prior to the Bay Area group) because it was assumed that their vote would be against ratification. In spite of these machinations, the Societies failed to ratify the agreement.3

February -- Richard Prince appointed Field Representative of Urantia Brotherhood.

March 31 -- With another major conference on the horizon outside the direct control of Chicago, (this one sponsored by the Oklahoma Society -- long viewed as a center of sedition by the Chicago office) Urantia Foundation issues strict guidelines regarding what is permissible at any conference of readers regarding how quotes may be used from the book, as well as the use of the name "Urantia" and the concentric circles symbol on any materials used in conjunction with the conference. [See "Guidelines for Holding a Urantia Conference"]
Family of God Foundation begins broadcast coverage of the Middle East over Radio Jordan.

April -- Fifth printing of The Urantia Book -- 25,000 copies6

April 4 -- Urantia Brotherhood submits formal protest to Urantia Foundation for attempts to control Brotherhood internal affairs, specifically, the up-coming conference in Oklahoma City.

[See: Brotherhood letter of protest to Conference Guidelines]
[See: Urantia Foundation response]
[See: Urantia Foundation defense of Confirmatory Agreement]
April 24 -- Fort Wayne, Indiana regional conference

May 1 -- Eastern Regional Conference, Sudbury, Mass

May 21-23 -- Southern Oregon Regional Conference, Indian Mary Park, Grant's Pass, Oregon, USA

June 21-22 -- Fifth Triennial Delegate Assembly5

June 25-27 -- International Forum, Oklahoma City 

June -- Meredith Sprunger succeeds Paul Snider as President of Urantia Brotherhood5

[See Clyde Bedell's letter to Tom Kendall regarding Urantia Foundation criticism of the Concordex]
Urantia Foundation initiates lawsuit in state of New York to protect claims to the word "Urantia"6

First meeting of study group in Colombia (Bogotá)

Urantia Foundation submits "Assignment Agreement" to the Executive Committee of Urantia Brotherhood with pressure to sign. This agreement required Urantia Brotherhood to sell all rights it had acquired during its 23 year use of the name "Urantia" and the concentric circles symbol to Urantia Foundation for $1.00. [See: Urantia Foundation's "Assignment Agreement"]
June 25-27 -- Urantia International Forum of Urantia Brotherhood held at Lake Eufaula, Oklahoma, followed by major study seminar program.

August -- Problems erupt related to Urantia Foundation's attempts to control the drawings published as "An Artist's Conception of the Master Universe". Jacques Weiss maintained that Jacques Dupont had created the maps as a "work for hire." Dupont maintained that Weiss had stolen the maps from him. Weiss had apparently given them to a Swiss artist for touch-up and improvements. Urantia Foundation considered Weiss to be creating the maps as a "work for hire" and that Weiss had contracted this work out to Dupont and the Swiss artist, still as "works for hire" for purposes of Foundation retention of control. The Foundation maintained that they owned the drawings because Weiss was an "agent" of Urantia Foundation and the drawings had to receive Foundation approval before printing, thereby clearly making Urantia Foundation the owner of all rights in the drawings. 

October 2 -- Wenatchee, Washington (USA) Regional Conference

November -- Florida Regional Conference, Lakeland, Florida 

November 1 -- Urantia Foundation issues final directives to Oklahoma Society regarding the use of marks, etc. [See Tom Kendall's letter to Berkeley Elliott] [image: image97.png]PDF




November 23 -- Urantia Foundation files to register the stylized word "URANTIA" as a collective membership mark to indicate "membership in URANTIA Brotherhood."

Duane Faw comments: Since Urantia Foundation was not a membership organization it could not file on its own behalf, therefore it had to ride piggy-back on the Brotherhood. It bought for $1.00 whatever interest the Brotherhood had developed in a membership organization and applied as "successors-in-title." It alleged Urantia Brotherhood was "a related company" which was partly true but inadequate to justify registration, therefore the application was amended to read "a social and fraternal organization" and "members of a related association, namely Urantia Brotherhood."' (True.) It also swore "..and the use of the mark to indicate membership in said related company (association) is supervised and controlled by Applicant..." which was patently false. There is nothing in the Declaration of Trust or the Brotherhood Constitution authorizing such a relationship.

Late 1976 -- Harold Sherman, a member of the Forum, publishes a book titled, "How to Know What to Believe" containing a chapter called, "Pipeline to God." This is Sherman's account of a conversation with Dr. Sadler in which the way in which The Urantia Book came into being was discussed. Sherman also provides details concerning his disagreement with Dr. Sadler regarding the inclusion of material about psychic and paranormal phenomena in the Urantia Papers. [See materials related to the publication of Sherman's book]
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1976 Annual Reports:
President's Report -- Paul Snider
Vice President's Report -- E. L. Christensen
Committee on Education -- Meredith Sprunger
Treasurer's Report -- Harry Rowley
Publications Committee


 HYPERLINK "http://www.urantiabook.org/archive/admin/doc359.htm" Report of the Secretary-General -- Marian Rowley
Charter Committee 

	1977
10,874 books distributed 
	First regional conference in Kansas City; visit by members of the Oklahoma City Urantia Society (Urantia Brotherhood.)

March -- Urantia Foundation wins lawsuit against Burton King and Urantian Research. Burton King ordered to turn over all study aids and study materials containing the word "Urantia" or the concentric circles symbol to Urantia Foundation for destruction.6

March 5-6 -- Urantia Brotherhood Field Representative's workshop

Jim Mills makes tour of California study groups giving series of lectures on the Foreword.

Meredith Sprunger begins outreach effort which eventually sends brochures and offers of loaner books to nearly 8,000 UCC Ministers in North America, as well as some 5,000 members of the American Philosophical Association. [See: A Personal History of Interface Ministry] 

Urantia Foundation announces it will no longer allow readers to purchase case lots of books at wholesale prices. [See Urantia Foundation letter to Chairman of FUSLA's successful book distribution program]

May 14 -- Spring Eastern Regional Conference, Pascoag, Rhode Island, USA [See transcript of Dan Massey's presentation, "Growth--Supreme, Ultimate, and Absolute"]
May 20-22 -- Third Oregon Regional Conference, Grant's Pass, Oregon, USA 

July 12-14 -- Southwest Regional Forum, Lake Eufaula, Oklahoma

July 23-24 -- First Canadian Conference, Victoria, B.C., Canada

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Begemann from the Netherlands visit Urantia Foundation to discuss problems in Europe resulting from the Foundation's withdrawal of the French translation from circulation as well as issues related to Henry's work on the Dutch translation.6

Second Lake Eufaula Conference, Oklahoma

Houston Society splits in two -- one portion aligned with Foundation principles and the other declaring itself an independent organization -- "First Urantia Society of Houston, Inc."

September 3-5 -- 180 readers attend Third Western Conference, sponsored by First Urantia Society of Los Angeles, held at Irvine, California. 

[See "Some Thoughts on the Philosophy of Foundation/Brotherhood Relationships" by Meredith Sprunger]
September 22 -- [See letter from Mark Kulieke to Trustees of Urantia Foundation regarding issues related to deteriorating printing plates for The Urantia Book]
October 1 -- Urantia Foundation Special Agent, Vern Grimsley, submits quarterly report on suspicious persons, organizations and activities in the Western region. [See report] [image: image99.png]PDF




October 1-2 -- Northwest Regional Conference, Wenatchee, Washington, USA

November 3 -- Fall Eastern Regional Conference, Clinton, Connecticuit, USA

November 12-13 -- Ohio Valley Conference, Cincinnati, Ohio, USA

[image: image100.png]



1977 Annual Reports:
President's Report -- Meredith Sprunger
Vice President's Report -- E. L. Christensen
International Fellowship -- Martin Myers
Fraternal Relations -- Carolyn Kendall
Domestic Extension -- Thomas A. Kendall
Education Committee -- Lynne Kulieke 

	1978
9,622 books distributed 
	In 1978, a gentleman named Lorian "Rocky" Melchizedek showed up in San Francisco seeking converts from local study groups for his "Earth Order of Melchizedek" headquartered in Las Vegas, Nevada.

February 1 -- Urantia Foundation submits application to expand trademark registration of the stylized word "URANTIA" to include "printed publications--namely, books, booklets, brochures, pamphlets, newsletters, bulletins, and leaflets concerning educational, religious, or philosophical subjects."

February 21 -- Urantia Foundation raises issues about the Concordex:

2/21 -- Urantia Foundation requests more Concordexes from Clyde Bedell [image: image101.png]PDF




5/22 -- Urantia Foundation submits long list of concerns about the Concordex 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.urantiabook.org/archive/history/pdf_indicator.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 

5/26 -- Letter from Foundation's attorney regarding concerns 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.urantiabook.org/archive/history/pdf_indicator.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 

6/5 -- Clyde responds to Foundation's concerns

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.urantiabook.org/archive/history/pdf_indicator.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 

7/3 -- Foundation's brief response to Clyde [image: image105.png]PDF




7/15 -- Tom Kendall and Martin Myers fly to California to meet with Clyde regarding this matter. Duane Faw and Urantia Foundation Special Agent Vern Grimsley also attend the meeting. [See transcript of meeting] 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.urantiabook.org/archive/originals/clyde_uf_meeting.pdf" 
[See PDF reproduction of original transcript] [image: image106.png]PDF




February 1, 1979 -- Martin Myers reviews the meeting with Clyde in a letter to Duane Faw. [Display copy of February 1, 1979 letter]
[See "The Controversy over the Concordex", a correspondence history prepared by Carolyn Kendall for the trustees in 1978] 
[See PDF original of "The Controversy over the Concordex" [image: image107.png]PDF




March 17-19 -- Tampa Florida Regional Conference

April 9 -- Portland, Oregon regional conference

April 18 -- Urantia Foundation granted registration of the stylized word "URANTIA" as a collective membership mark "Indicating membership in a Social and Fraternal Organization."' (Reg. # 1089942)

Second regional conference in Kansas City; visit by members of the Oklahoma City Urantia Society (Urantia Brotherhood).

May 13 -- Spring Eastern Regional Conference, Worchester, Mass., USA

May 13-14 -- Midwest Regional Conference, Fort Wayne, Indiana, USA

May 13-14 -- Bowen Island gathering, B.C., Canada 

May 18 -- Jim Kimmel floats proposal for setting up The Commonwealth Government of the Spiritual Brotherhood of All Mankind in Hawaii to be developed by principles derived from the fifth epochal revelation. [See Jim's proposal]
June 3 -- Central Atlantic Conference, Washington, D.C., USA

July 1 -- Urantia Foundation Special Agent, Vern Grimsley, submits quarterly report to Urantia Foundation regarding suspicious people, organizations and businesses in the Western region. [See copy of report] [image: image108.png]PDF




July 8 -- [See letter from Brotherhood President regarding licensing agreement]
July 10 -- Urantia Foundation wins court injunction against "NURANTIA HEALTH MASSAGE" of Long Beach, California in Federal District Court. This had originally been "URANTIA HEALTH MASSAGE" but when the Foundation complained, an "N" was added to the beginning of the name. The court considered this a "colorable imitation" of the registered trademark of Urantia Foundation.

August 13 -- Field Representative's meeting held in conjunction with General Conference.

August 13-18 -- Second General Conference of Urantia Brotherhood held at George William's College, William's Bay, Wisconsin

[See Urantia Foundation's "Tips on Preparing your Presentation"] [image: image109.png]PDF




[See "Remarks to the Brotherhood Conference" by E. L. Christensen]
[See letter acknowledging Houston Society's decision to contest charter ruling]
September -- Sixth printing of The Urantia Book -- 25,000 copies6

September 23-24 -- Colorado Regional Conference

September 23-25 -- Pacific Regional Conference, Hilo, Hawaii, USA

September 30-October 1 -- Northwest Regional Gathering, Wenatchee, Washington, USA

Urantia Foundation sues reader Arnold Zakow for copyright enfringement.

French readers working on corrections to the Weiss translation begin publication of "La Lettre" newsletter.

Unable to get the Urantia Societies to ratify the "confirmatory agreement" signed by the President of Urantia Brotherhood, Urantia Foundation submits a highly restrictive "licensing agreement" to the individual Societies for purposes of licensing them to use the Foundation's registered marks.6

[See: Urantia Foundation's "Licensing Agreement"]

[See letter to Houston Society regarding their refusal to sign the Licensing Agreement]
Urantia Foundation sues Don Pettrie

October 1 -- Urantia Foundation "Special Agent," Vern Grimsley, submits quarterly report on suspicious people and organizations in the Western U.S. [See copy of report] [image: image110.png]PDF




October 7-8 -- Regional meeting, Anchorage, Alaska, USA

October 28 -- Central Atlantic Conference, Rockville, Maryland, USA

November 4 -- Northeast Regional Meeting, Pawling, New York, USA
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1978 Annual Reports:
President's Report -- Meredith Sprunger
International Fellowship -- Martin Myers
Fraternal Relations -- Carolyn Kendall
Charter Committee -- Mary Lou Hales
Domestic Extension Committee -- Thomas A. Kendall
Publications Committee -- Barbara Kulieke
Education Committee -- Lynne B. Kulieke 

	1979
9,727 books distributed 
	January -- Julia Fenderson writes Meredith Sprunger about issues related to Meredith's vision of outreach. [See Julia's letter to Meredith] 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.urantiabook.org/archive/history/pdf_indicator.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 

[See Meredith's response to Julia] [image: image113.png]PDF




February 1, 1979 -- Martin Myers reviews issues related to the Concordex in a letter to Duane Faw. [Display copy of February 1, 1979 letter]
February -- Henry Begemann begins a series of 17 talks in Paris on the Foreword. Henry traveled from Holland to Paris for each of these sessions which ended in May of 1980, by which time a substantial group of readers had developed in Paris.

February 6 -- Urantia Foundation receives expanded trademark registration for the stylized name "URANTIA" to include "printed publications--namely, books, booklets, brochures, pamphlets, newsletters, bulletins, and leaflets concerning educational, religious, or philosophical subjects." (Reg, # 1112713)

February 23 -- [See correspondence from Meredith Sprunger to Julia Fenderson discussing his conversation with Dr. Sadler regarding secrecy] [image: image114.png]PDF




March 10 -- Kansas City Regional Conference; "Jesus: God and Man," and "Personality."

March 16-18 -- Tampa-Bradenton Florida Regional Conference

April 28 -- Central Atlantic Conference, Washington, D.C., USA

May 12 -- Urantia Society of Central Connecticut installed (Urantia Brotherhood)5

May 18-19 -- Fifth Southern Oregon Regional Conference, Grants Pass, Oregon, USA

June 9-10 -- Midwest Regional Conference, Indianapolis, Indiana, USA

June 16 -- Urantia Society of Dallas installed (Urantia Brotherhood)5

July 16-29 -- Toronto, Ontario, Canada; Regional Conference

July 28-30 -- Pacific Northwest Regional Gathering, Vancouver, B.C., Canada

August 13-16 -- Urantia Brotherhood Education and Fraternal Relations Committees workshops, Lake Forest, Illinois, USA 

August 17-18 -- Sixth Triennial Delegate Assembly of Urantia Brotherhood5

TDA refuses to seat delegates of First Urantia Society of Houston, Inc. and seats delegates of First URANTIA Society of Houston instead.3 [See correspondence related to Houston affair]

John Hales elected President of Urantia Brotherhood5 [See "Meredith Sprunger Declines Second Term"]

Dr. Richard Prince and Douglas Frazer tour Latin America, discussing issues with Spanish speaking readers related to a Spanish translation of the Urantia Book.3

September 7-8 -- Oklahoma Regional Forum, Lake Eufaula, Oklahoma, USA

September 12 -- Marian Rowley lets Dick Prince know that the Triennial Delegate Assembly has passed a resolution regarding a Spanish translation. [See correspondence] [image: image115.png]PDF




September 14-15 -- Regional Conference, Sevierville, Tennessee, USA

October 2 -- Dick Prince writes to Martin Myers about the potential difficulties involved in Martin simultaneously being a trustee of Urantia Foundation and Chair of the International Fellowship Committee of Urantia Brotherhood. 
[See Dick's letter to Martin] 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.urantiabook.org/archive/history/pdf_indicator.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 

[See Martin's response] [image: image117.png]PDF




October 5-7 -- Southern California conference, the Los Angeles Society hosting the Urantia Society from Oklahoma City.

October 21 -- Duane Faw writes to Urantia Brotherhood regarding the establishment of a more business-like book distribution plan. [Display Duane's letter]
December -- Henry Begemann declares Urantia Foundation in default.   [See: "The Situation in France" -- a history of the French translation and a stinging indictment of Urantia Foundation's mismanagement of same.]
Dr. Meredith Sprunger organizes and incorporates "The Christian Fellowship of Students of The Urantia Book" (not to be confused with "The Urantia Book Fellowship"). Purpose is to provide interface with mainstream Christian clergy.
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1979 Annual Reports:
President's Report -- Meredith Sprunger
Vice President's Report -- E. L. Christensen
International Fellowship -- Martin Myers
Publications Committee -- Barbara Kulieke
Education Committee -- Lynne B. Kulieke
Charter Committee -- Mary Lou Hales 

	1980
7,866 books distributed
	January -- 100,000th copy of The Urantia Book distributed5

April -- Begin 10 year controversey over a multi-media production on readership history -- In October of 1979, the Brotherhood Publications Committee endorsed a proposal to create a multi-media "official" history of the movement. Ten years later there were still problems getting permission to show the presentation; it never attained a state of usability. 

[Review transcript of proposed slide-tape program] 

· April 17, 1980 -- Internal Foundation memo negating need for the project [image: image119.png]PDF




· April 18, 1980 -- Memo outlining goals and procedures for the project sent to leadership 

· Undated Internal Foundation memo: "Move to kill project" [image: image120.png]PDF




· October 1, 1980 -- Foundation grants permission for one showing [image: image121.png]PDF




· November 18, 1980 -- Memo from William Hales providing rationale for not having a history 

· April 11, 1981 -- Response to William Hales from the Publications Committee 

· May 29, 1981 -- Additional memo from William Hales opposing project 

· July 31, 1981 -- Letter from Duane Faw to William Hales justifying project 

· September 20, 1985 -- The General Council tries to prompt the production of a viable history. [See 1985 Resolution and Memorandum on the creation of a factual history of Urantia Brotherhood] 

· 1987 -- Berkeley Elliott and Dan Massey ultimately completed a full revision of the script, recorded it, and presented it at the 1987 General Conference in Brunswick, Maine. It was shown about 6-8 times during the conference, always to a substantial audience. Subsequent to this, Berkeley made further revisions in the show and had it transferred to video tape. The Brotherhood circulated this video tape privately to interested groups and intended to develop an official version that could actually be published (and sold). Among the obstacles to this was the fact that many of the visuals which had been used had simply been photographed from books and were protected by copyrights. Berkeley undertook to fix this aspect of the production. However, about the time the product was ready to go, the breakup with Foundation occurred rendering significant portions of the presentation obsolete. 

· March 31, 1989 -- [See letter from Brotherhood office regarding preliminary showings of the revised project] 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.urantiabook.org/archive/history/pdf_indicator.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 

· See also: [Christy's 1966 letter regarding importance of secrecy] [image: image123.png]PDF



   [Text only version of Christy's letter] 

May 2 -- Meredith Sprunger responds to some criticisms by Martin Myers of Meredith's approach to evangelism. [Display]
May 9-11 -- Southeast Regional Conference, Palm Beach, Florida, USA

May 16-18 -- Kansas City regional conference; "Spiritual Lifestyles for a New Age."

May 24-26 -- Sixth Southern Oregon Regional Conference, Grants Pass, Oregon, USA

May 27 -- Dick Prince writes to Tom Kendall providing comprehensive overview of some translation issues related to both French and Spanish translations. [See correspondence] [image: image124.png]PDF




May 31-June 1 -- Northeast Regional Conference, Cape Cod

June 6-8 -- Midwest Conference, Lake Forest, Illinois, USA

June 14 -- First Idaho Gathering, Jerome, Idaho, USA

June 14 -- Central Atlantic Conference, Washington, D.C., USA

June 27 -- Urantia Foundation sues First Urantia Society of Houston, Inc. for using the word "Urantia" in their name and publications; Urantia Foundation denied preliminary injunction.6 Court in Houston remands matter to the Brotherhood Judicial Committee which ruled that the group aligned with Foundation principles was the legitimate group. On this basis the court ruled in favor of Urantia Foundation.3 [See "Findings of Fact, Conclusions and Recommendations" in the Houston matter]

July 9-13 -- Ontario Conference, Lake Couchiching, Canada

July 11-13 -- Rocky Mountain Regional Conference, Sedalia, Colorado, USA 

August 3-8 -- Urantia Brotherhood Summer Workshops at Lake Forest Academy.

August 29 -- U.S. District Court in Michigan upholds Urantia Foundation claims against Bob Burton6 [See public documents of Urantia Foundation vs. Robert Burton]

September 12-14 -- Southwest Forum, Lake Eufaula, Oklahoma; sponsored by Dallas-Ft. Worth readers

October -- Representatives of readers from Bogotá, Colombia, visit offices of Urantia Brotherhood to discuss matters related to producing a Spanish translation.6

October 11 -- Northeast Regional Conference, Natick, Mass., USA

November -- Urantia Foundation begins search for English-French translators who can continue their effort to create a new French translation. Nigel Hornby, who had been working on this task in Paris had dropped out of the effort after partial completion of only ten papers. [See Nigel Hornby's comments to Tom Kendall regarding some of the related problems] 

December 29-31 -- Second Pacific Conference, Kamuela, Hawaii
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1980 Annual Reports:
President's Report -- John Hales
Vice President's Report -- E. L. Christensen
Secretary's Report -- Katherine Harries
Charter Committee -- David Elders
Domestic Extension -- Harry McMullan
International Fellowship -- Martin Myers
Publications Committee -- Barbara Kulieke 

	1981
6,852 books distributed
	March -- Proposal floated to change operation of Brotherhood School  
[See Kenton Stephen's memo regarding a change in format]
March 31 -- Correspondence between Julia Fenderson and Marian Rowley regarding some issues related to "The 70" [Display correspondence] [image: image126.png]PDF



(Note: Marian's letter appears edited because it was folded to conceal some highly personal comments).

April -- Forum member and author Clyde Bedell publishes a call to action in response to Urantia Foundation's repressive policies. [See Clyde Bedell's "Monograph on an Issue of Vital Importance to the Urantia Book"]
May 26 -- Dick Prince submits report on the Spanish translation situation to the Executive Committee of Urantia Brotherhood. This report is essential reading for anyone involved in issues related to translations. 
[See cover letter] [image: image127.png]PDF




[See report submitted to Executive Committee] [image: image128.png]PDF




June 28-July 3 -- IC81; General Conference of Urantia Brotherhood -- Snowmass, Colorado, titled "The Individual's Relation to the Universal Father.5  Program dominated by presence of Family of God Foundation.3

July 31 -- [Letter from Executive Committee sent to William Hales regarding concerns about the Publication Committee history project]
September -- J.J. Johnson submits list of suggested changes for The Urantia Book to Christy 
[See Christy's response to J.J. Johnson]
September 17 -- Meredith Sprunger responds to "Spiritual Counterfeits Project" critique of The Urantia Book. [Display]
November -- International Fellowship Committee submits plan for international library placement of Urantia books [Display]
December -- Seventh printing of The Urantia Book; 23,000 copies6

	1982
	February 10 -- Dick Prince, returning from a visit with translators and readers in Colombia, submits report to Executive Committee. [See report] 
April -- Urantia Foundation publishes revised French edition of The Urantia Book6 [See history of the French translation]
April 5 -- Opening of the Boulder School for study of The Urantia Book. Jim Mills is first guest lecturer with series on "Conceptions of God," presented April 21 through 23.

April 16-18 -- Kansas City regional conference; "Journey to Paradise."

Center for Urantia Book Synergy -- CUBS -- founded in Santa Barbara, California [See "Center for Urantia Book Synergy: Statement of Purpose"]
May 2 -- Death of Emma Christensen, the last living contact commissioner

Editor's note: The death of Emma Christensen precipitated a power struggle between Martin Myers and Vern Grimsley for influence amongst the readership. Vern used his charismatic appeal to the readership as his primary tool. Martin used his knowledge of the legal system. The end result was a disaster. Vern's organization was completely destroyed in the process and the credibility of Martin's Urantia Foundation was seriously damaged -- perhaps permanently. Each of these dedicated men was reduced to the status of pariah amongst most of the established readership. At that time, the remaining two of the original four "Christy's Boys", Richard Keeler and Hoite Caston, took over the effort to control the development of the rapidly emerging readership as well as the attempted salvage of Urantia Foundation. [Picture of the fraternity brothers serenading Christy, 1980]
June 14 -- Urantia Foundation issues comprehensive guidelines for permissible use of the Urantia Book, including permission to read up to 500 words aloud in public. [See: Urantia Foundation's "Copyright Permission Guidelines"]
Triennial Delegate Assembly [See Resolutions passed by the Triennial Delegate Assembly]
Reader claims to have vision of Michael forgiving Lucifer -- beginning of channeling phenomena within portion of the readership.

John Hales elected to second term as President of Urantia Brotherhood

Urantia Foundation issues book distribution policy statement; cites financial need as justification for restricting discounts to readers. [See Urantia Foundation's book distribution policy notification to the Brotherhood]
August 8 -- [See situational update from Dick Prince to translators in Bogotá working on the Spanish translation] 
September 23 -- Final Judgement rendered in Houston case [See copy of Final Judgement in Houston case]
Family of God Foundation purchases 2.5 million dollar seminary in California; radio broadcasts are now regularly carried in all fifty states of the U.S., the American Forces Network, Radio Jordan, Radio Luxembourg, Radio Cyprus and Radio Sri Lanka.

	1983
	Death of Jacques Weiss

January -- Vern Grimsley notifies Martin Myers and the Kendalls that he began receiving "messages" on December 16 of 1982. Martin Myers immediately flies to California and returns to Chicago with enthusiastic reports on what is happening in California.29

April 15-17 -- Kansas City regional conference; "Sharing The Urantia Book: Opportunities and Obstacles." [See May 1983 "Statement of Principles" for Urantia Brotherhood by Meredith Sprunger]  
[See June 1983 Memo from Meredith Sprunger regarding Advertising and Dogmatism]
August -- Summer Seminar at Lake Forest College -- Theme: "Prayer and Worship"

Meredith Sprunger resigns as Chair of Fraternal Relations Committee 
[See 1983 Fraternal Relations Committee Report by M. Sprunger]  
[See M. Sprunger's last Report to the Executive Committee -- August 10, 1983]   
[See M. Sprunger's statement regarding his resignation]
August 19-21 -- Center for Urantia Book Synergy -- CUBS -- sponsors "The Art of Living" conference in Santa Barbara, California -- over 300 participants from 22 states and Canada.

Sek Seklemian, a longtime business associate of Clyde Bedell and founding member of CUBS, was extremely upset by Urantia Foundation's demands that all printed materials to be used in conjunction with the conference as well as all presentations, had to be approved by them in advance. The night after the conference, according to an eyewitness in Sek's home, Sek said he was so upset that he was going to change his will -- he had bequeathed $100,000 to Urantia Foundation. Sek collapsed later that evening and died shortly thereafter without changing his will. Urantia Foundation financial reports of subsequent years lend support to the conclusion that Urantia Foundation used Sek's bequest to fund their lawsuit against CUBS shortly after his estate was finally settled.3

August -- First Doctoral Dissertation about The Urantia Book submitted; Jacques Rheaume's "An Analysis of a Revealed Text: The Urantia Book"

September -- Executive Committe Letter outlining organizational job descriptions, comments on mass media promotion of The Urantia Book, report on the Boulder School. [See September 1983 Executive Committee Letter]
October 6 -- Vern Grimsley announces he has received a "message" from superhuman sources warning that World War III is imminent, converts Family of God Foundation 1.5 million dollar commodity account (managed by Richard Keeler) into gold coins and bullion, stashing it at his California seminary. Foundation and Brotherhood leaders immediately fly to California to hear details directly from Vern. An effort to convince Urantia Foundation and Urantia Brotherhood to move all their records and documents to the Clayton seminary for safekeeping begins.

Editor's note: Up until this time, all of Vern Grimsley's alleged "messages" had been in direct support of existing Urantia Foundation policies and had represented positions on the controversial advertising issue -- "don't split up the book," "the time has not yet come to advertise the book." With his change to an apocalyptic message, his support within the Foundation and the Brotherhood quickly evaporated. It should be noted that during the years of Emma Christensen's influence on the organizations, it was apparently not uncommon for her to arrive on the scene of a policy dispute claiming "we were told by the Midwayers that..." regarding the matter at hand. This would usually be sufficient to end any further discussion. In at least one instance -- the dispute over the French translation with Jacques Weiss in November of 1980 -- she claimed to have been given a new "message." Again, her claim was considered sufficient to determine policy. It is likely that Emma Christensen was merely following the same social management strategy employed by Dr. Sadler in his management of the Forum and the Seventy--the only management strategy with which she had any experiece. Vern's initial "messages" may have simply been a continuation of this means of attempting to manage the readership. The added twist was that implicit in his having received such "messages" was a superhuman endorsement of him as replacement for Emma Christensen -- the person receiving superhuman guidance related to policy development. This was perhaps the most audacious--and dangerous--personal reach for power the movement has yet seen. In spite of the lessons learned in the Grimsley affair--particularly the margin of safety acquired by bringing the wisdom of a large number of experienced readers to bear on the evaluation of critical issues--to this day (1997) Urantia Foundation has continued the strategy of implying superhuman endorsement of their policies in an effort to create unquestioning compliance. 

· [See "A Commentary on 'Instructions' or 'Mandates' by Mark Kulieke] 

· [See Meredith Sprunger's 11/10 memo to the Executive Committee regarding Clayton events] 

· [See Meredith Sprunger's personal letter to Vern Grimsley regarding events] 

· [See Meredith Sprunger's 11/14 memo to Executive Committee] 

· [See letter from Jim Mills to Martin Myers regarding the war messages] 

· [See Joy Brandt's letter of resignation from the Family of God Foundation] 

· [See President John Hales' Letter to Urantia Brotherhood] 

· [See Report of a Psychologist's visit with Vern Grimsley, 11/20/83] 

· [See Clinical Psychologist's assessment, 11/20/83]
October 27 -- Clyde Bedell addresses Boulder Study Group regarding Grimsley war messages [See Clyde's commentary]
December 31 -- Thomas Kendall, President of the Board of Trustees, ostracized for having supported Vern Grimsley, is informed that he is being removed as President of the Foundation and that steps are being taken to remove him from the Board of Trustees. 
[See Tom Kendall's statement of support for Urantia Foundation Copyright and Trademark policy] 
[See Tom Kendall's history of the copyright issue submitted in the Maaherra case] [image: image129.png]PDF




· Editor's note: Although Tom had been a Trustee for twenty years, his resignation was not even mentioned in Urantia Foundation newsletters of the time.

December -- Urantia Foundation and Urantia Brotherhood issue joint statement on Publicity and Dissemination of The Urantia Book

	1984 
	January [See letter from Julia Fenderson to John Hales regarding Grimsley war messages]
January 27 -- Vern Grimsley notifies readers in Austin, Texas, that he will stop sending tapes to local radio stations if the readers don't withdraw their promotional announcements for The Urantia Book which they were running in conjunction with Austin area Family of God Foundation broadcasts. [See correspondence] [image: image130.png]PDF




January 16 [See memo from Meredith Sprunger to Executive Committee regarding Clayton incident]
March [See letter from Jim Mills to Eva Van Sant justifying removal of trustee Tom Kendall]
May 4-6 -- Kansas City regional conference; "Our Unseen Friends."

[See President Paul Snider's May 24 letter to the General Council regarding the Grimsley war messages]
June 17--Richard Keeler and Hoite Caston publish "Vern Grimsley Message Evaluation" for Urantia Foundation, a 283 page document denouncing Vern Grimsley and his "messages."

July -- Eighth printing of The Urantia Book; 25,000 copies6

General Conference of Urantia Brotherhood, Greenlake, Wisconsin -- Theme: "Outreach"

Jesusonian Foundation established.

Publication of "El Caballo de Troya, " Editorial Planeta Publishing Company, Barcelona, Spain -- This book is a science-fiction best seller in the Spanish speaking world, rumored to have sold over 3,000,000 copies. It is a story about a time-traveler who finds himself in first century Palestine during the week preceding the crucifixion. Substantial portions of the Urantia Book are used. It appeared on the New York Times International Best Seller list for over two years.3

November 23-25 -- A Thanksgiving Conference, "The Fifth Epoch: Planetary Service, 'The Art and the Adventure'", Asilomar Conference Center, Pacific Grove, California

Gloriann Harris appointed Trustee of Urantia Foundation

	1985
	January 22 -- Death of Clyde Bedell   [See "Memorial Service for Clyde Bedell"] 

March 25 -- World War III fails to occur as predicted by Family of God Foundation.

Family of God Foundation disintegrates. World-wide syndicated broadcasting enterprise collapses. Vern Grimsley fails in attempt to sue the The Congregation of the Sons of the Immaculate Heart of Mary for real estate fraud, loses his seminary property in California.21

Editor's note: Vern Grimsley was perhaps the most charismatic and articulate individual to appear on the readership scene up to the time of this writing (1997). He was an excellent writer and a highly skilled orator who could move large audiences, and the only one of the original four "Christy's Boys" to show any significant degree of spiritual leadership potential. His inability to rehabilitate himself after the failure of his war predictions and the subsequent collapse of his broadcasting empire and his "Spiritual Renaissance Institute" appears to be an unfortunate loss to the cause of the revelation. [See "The Galilean" by Vern Grimsley]

May 3-5 -- Kansas City regional conference; "Self-Mastery."

Summer Seminar at Lake Forest College -- Part I of the Urantia Book

David Elders elected as President of Urantia Brotherhood

School of Meanings and Values established by readers in Southern California. [See "About the School of Meanings and Values"]

Executive Committee debates whether or not officers of the Brotherhood should be required to be circumspect in their relationships with secondary organizations such as the Family of God Foundation.

Duane Faw publishes the "Paramony", correlating the Bible with The Urantia Book3 [See Duane Faw's "A Short Story about the Paramony"]

Richard Preiss and Dave Missavage establish the Brotherhood of Man Bulletin Board -- first computerized collection of publicly available readership documents.13

First Doctoral dissertation based on The Urantia Book submitted; Jim Mills' "Emerging Finite Aspects in the Concept of God" -- Florida State University

Founding Trustee William Hales resigns as Trustee of Urantia Foundation, becomes Trustee Emeritus

Helena Sprague appointed Trustee of Urantia Foundation

	1986
	Boulder School for study of The Urantia Book closes12

Summer Seminar of Urantia Brotherhood at Lake Forest College -- Part II of the Urantia Book

Jim McNelly submits first proposal for a 1-800-URANTIA phone line -- Special Projects Committee3

April 24 -- Founding Urantia Foundation Trustee Edith Cook resigns due to health reasons.

May 23 -- Death of Urantia Foundation Trustee, Arthur Burch

June 6-8 -- Kansas City regional conference; "Spiritual Aerobics: Exercising Our Emerging Being."

July -- Hoite Caston appointed Trustee of Urantia Foundation

August -- Urantia Foundation submits formal complaint to Rocky Mountain Urantia Society for use of trademarks in Society newsletter, "Planetary Prints" [See Urantia Foundation's letter] 
[See PDF original of Foundation's letter]
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First International Conference in Western Europe -- Montvillargenne Castle, France.

December -- Ninth printing of The Urantia Book; 30,000 copies6

Frank Sgaraglino appointed Trustee of Urantia Foundation

	1987 
	Based on his interpretation of The Urantia Book, Joe Pope publishes a book on the coming end of the world.

First meeting of study group in Brazil (Bello Horizonte)

August 2-7 -- IC87; General Conference of Urantia Brotherhood, Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Maine, titled "Our Relationship with God: Personal Transformation and its Power to Transform the World."

Urantia Brotherhood proposes test marketing study for The Urantia Book

July 28--Urantia Foundation threatens to revoke the Brotherhood's right to use the concentric circles symbol and the name "Urantia" as well as its freedom to sell books if it carries out a marketing study. Urantia Foundation stresses its desire for a "de-emphasis of book sales."

[See Urantia Foundation's July 27 response to Brotherhood President's annual report]
[See Urantia Foundation's July 28 threat regarding retribution if any marketing studies are undertaken] 

Editor's note: It is instructive to read the above two documents, dated 24 hours apart, in sequence. The second document represented something of a political watershed in that it publicly confirmed what had long been suspected--that Urantia Foundation intended to use their newly acquired rights to the name "Urantia" and the concentric circles symbol (as a result of trademark registrations and the licensing and confirmatory agreements) to manipulate the policy making functions of the supposedly independent Urantia Brotherhood.

Center for Urantia Book Synergy (CUBS) in Santa Barbara, California, announces it will make Urantia Books available to readers in the United States and Canada at a subsidized price of $19.50 each to facilitate more widespread distribution.

First conference of Urantia Book readers in the Netherlands.

Jesusonian Foundation announces the Christian Fellowship Prize in Religious Research -- $2500 in scholarship awards available to college students willing to write a paper evaluating Jesus' concept of the Kingdom of Heaven as described in The Urantia Book and in the Bible.

	1988
	March 12 -- Chartering of the Heart of America Urantia Society, Kansas City; Charter #19

Editor's note: Kansas City readers had been holding regional conferences for more than ten years prior to their chartering as a Society.

Summer Seminar of Urantia Brotherhood at Lake Forest College -- first half of Part III of the Urantia Book.3

First Scientific Symposium of Urantia Brotherhood at Nashville, Tennessee5

David Elders elected to second term as President of Urantia Brotherhood

April 29 -- Urantia Foundation sues Center for Urantia Book Synergy for using the word "Urantia" as part of their name. 
[See Urantia Foundation letter to Brotherhood requesting no discussion with C.U.B.S. regarding lawsuit]
[See C.U.B.S. plea to Urantia Foundation requesting discussion rather than lawsuit] 
Note: Case was eventually settled out of court with CUBS retaining the right to use the name "Urantia."

Area Coordinator program established for outreach to readers. This was something of a replacement for the old Urantia Brotherhood Field Representative program.

October -- Urantia Foundation denies the revealed nature of The Urantia Book in copyright case. [See Letter to General Council regarding denial of the revelatory nature of The Urantia Book]
Joe Pope announces himself to be "the new John the Baptist" -- starts the "Elijah Ministry," visiting study groups on the west coast of the U.S. and in Canada.

	1989
	Urantia Foundation refuses to allow public access to their financial records.3

February--Urantia Brotherhood President submits confidential memo to Trustees of Urantia Foundation expressing concern about the manner in which Martin Myers is manipulating Urantia organizations. [See Memo from Urantia Brotherhood of February 1, 1989] 

Editor's note: An ad hoc committee of Urantia Foundation trustees apparently found merit in the complaints and drew up a plan for reorganization of leadership policies. This plan was approved by the Trustees prior to Martin's re-election as President. Martin's overwhelmingly negative reaction to this plan was a contributing factor to the subsequent resignation of three Trustees.

Martin Myers resigns from his job as Vice President of a Chicago bank to work full time for Urantia Foundation.24

May 19-21 -- Heart of America Urantia Society regional conference; "Spiritual Springtime."

June -- Urantia Society in Finland installed.24

July -- Three trustees resign from Urantia Foundation.6

Editor's note: Urantia Foundation has never made these Trustee's letters of resignation public. However, the former Trustees released statements detailing the reasons for their resignations following the Foundation's 1990 publication of the "Special Report." 

Rumors abound that Urantia Foundation is on the verge of bankruptcy and that the perpetual printing fund as well as the Spanish translation fund have been raided to cover legal expenses.

Richard Keeler elected Trustee of Urantia Foundation.

Urantia Foundation rumored to be saved from financial disaster by a single contribution estimated at close to two million dollars.

July 21 -- Urantia Brotherhood submits letter to Urantia Foundation requesting the resignation of Martin Myers. [See Urantia Brotherhood letter of July 21, 1989]   [See Urantia Foundation's letter of response, August 24, 1989]
Urantia Brotherhood holds its Summer Seminar at Lake Forest Academy to study the second half of Part III of the Urantia Book.3

September -- Urantia Foundation office staff resigns.24 [Resignation letter of S. F.]   [Resignation letter of M. P.]

September 16 -- Urantia Brotherhood General Council holds special session to evaluate the deteriorating situation with Urantia Foundation.

[See resolutions passed at the September 16 special meeting of Urantia Brotherhood General Council]
[See report to members of Urantia Brotherhood regarding the special Council meeting]
October 17 -- Urantia Brotherhood informs Urantia Foundation Trustees it will no longer solicit funds for Urantia Foundation due to the Foundation's refusal to allow the Brotherhood Finance Committee to review Foundation financial records.

October 30 -- (Hallowe'en) Urantia Foundation disenfranchises Urantia Brotherhood Corporation as sales and distribution agent for The Urantia Book, de-licenses Urantia Brotherhood and forbids the use of the name "Urantia," "Urantian," or the concentric circles symbol; terminates Urantia Brotherhood's lease of office space at 533 Diversey Parkway.

[See separate index of correspondence related to the separation of the Urantia organizations]
Urantia Brotherhood moves into new offices at 529 W. Wrightwood Ave. in Chicago -- changes its name to "Fifth Epochal Fellowship" and becomes known as "The Fellowship for readers of The Urantia Book."3

[See President David Elder's Announcement to the Readership]
[See "End of an Era" -- article containing overview and commentary from USCC newsletter]
First study groups meet in Mexico.3

Finnish Urantia Society issues statement in support of Urantia Foundation.3

November - Trustee Emeritus William Hales resigns from Urantia Foundation

December -- Death of Julia Fenderson, key figure in the organization and evolution of the readership in Southern California.3 
[See photograph of Julia Fenderson] 
[See biography of Julia written in 1954]
 

	1990
	"Síntesis Del Libro De Urantia" published in Barcelona, Spain by the I Am Brotherhood. (Complete with blue concentric circles on the cover -- no "R".) ISBN 48-7720-230-3 

Banner of Michael (the concentric circles symbol described in the Urantia Book sans Urantia Foundation's "R") raised at the General Conference of the Fellowship at Snowmass, Colorado, used by the readers as a religious symbol as it had been since the first Triennial Delegate Assembly in 1964. [See picture of the banner of the first Triennial Delegate Assembly]
January 3 -- Death of Henry Begemann, translator of the Dutch edition of the text and long-time organizer and leader of European readership. [See: Goodbye Message from French Readers]
April 1 -- Representatives of Urantia Foundation meet with Society representatives in New York regarding the de-licensing of Urantia Brotherhood. The Brotherhood representatives put forth the suggestion that an attempt be made to put the disagreement before a conciliating commission. The Foundation responds that conciliation is only relevant to disputes between equals. According to the Foundation, since the Brotherhood is a wholly subservient creation of the Foundation, the concept of conciliation is irrelevant to the dispute. A Foundation representative maintains that the Foundation is in effect a Sovereign Power in this dispute and that it would be inappropriate for the trustees to subject the direction of their enterprise to the whims of an external conciliating commission.22

April -- Urantia Foundation publishes a massive "Special Report" detailing its disenfranchisement of Urantia Brotherhood, mailing copies to some 6,000 persons.3 [See Urantia Foundation's "Special Report"] 

Editor's note: The fact that this report contained obvious distortions of truth and was mailed to Urantia Foundation's entire mailing list of 6,000 readers further aggravated the situation. 

· [See Duane Faw's "Response to Urantia Foundation's Special Report"] 

· [See Tom and Carolyn Kendall's Response to the Special Report] 

· [See Response from Finland to Special Report]
May -- [See Meredith Sprunger's comments on the ethical and spiritual wisdom of controlling the Urantia Book service marks]
May 4-6 -- Heart of America Society regional conference; "Adventures in Spiritual Living."

June -- Fellowship's 1990 International Conference, Aspen Colorado [See President David Elder's Welcome Address]
November -- Tenth printing of The Urantia Book; 25,000 copies6

Urantia Foundation "delists" The Urantia Book with all major book distributors; book sales begin to plunge.

Editor's note: In the mid to late 1980s and early 1990s, with movement leadership embroiled in controversial legal disputes related to copyright and trademark issues, a variety of small secondary groups developed in North America and Canada as readers made attempts to form communities independent of internal political conflicts. In a series of events remarkably reminiscent of the Montanists of the second century, numerous individuals claimed to be getting personal "messages" or channeling additional papers from the revelators of the Urantia Book. In spite of The Urantia Book's bright forecast of human and planetary destiny, the prophecies and "messages" of many of these individuals, such as Joe Pope with his "Elijah Ministry" in Canada and Tony Delevin who proclaimed himself "Gabriel of Sedona" in Arizona, took on decidedly apocalyptic overtones. [See "An Evening with Gabriel of Sedona"] Channelers in different parts of the country claimed to be in touch with various celestial personalities mentioned in The Urantia Book. Established Study Groups and Societies re-evaluated their objectives and roles in the larger organizations, many of them re-focusing on local activities. Metaphysical confusion, self-styled prophets and charlatans in the fringes, along with general disenchantment with the "official" organizations in the mainstream seemed to characterize much of the readership.14 (Note: The original text of the Urantia Book was not "channeled" -- see "How the Urantia Book Came Into Existence" by Bill Sadler or "A History of the Urantia Movement" by Dr. William S. Sadler. Each of these writers was a member of the "contact commission" and had extensive personal experience with the phenomenon involved.)

First meeting of study group in Chile (Santiago)

	1991
6,000 books distributed
	Urantia Foundation initiates legal action against Kristen Maaherra for creating and giving away an electronic index to The Urantia Book.3 [See "An Overview of the Maaherra Case" published in 1993]

Urantia Foundation increasingly refusing to sell books to individuals who are not supportive of Foundation policies or who are suspected of reselling books at subsidized prices in order to make it more affordable. Records indicate that this practice went back at least as far as 1971. 


[See examples of Urantia Foundation letters refusing to sell books to readers] [image: image132.png]PDF





See this timeline's entry for 1971 for correspondence related to bookstore refusals 
Spring -- First publication of The Spiritual Fellowship Journal

First study groups meet in Lithuania -- Lithuanian translation started

Summer Seminar of the Fellowship at Lake Forest Academy -- first half of Part IV of the Urantia Book; Meeting of the Triennial Delegate Assembly

Submission of Society Representation Proposal [See a history of the Society representation issue] 

May -- [See private letter from Meredith Sprunger evaluating the current state of the Urantia Movement]
Steve Dreier elected President of the Fellowship

Scientific Symposium II of the Fellowship -- Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Third International Meeting of Readers in France, sponsored by C.E.R.D.H., the Center of Study and Reflection on Human Destiny.

C.E.R.D.H. begins typesetting of the J. Weiss revised French translation of The Urantia Book.

November -- James Mills appointed Trustee Emeritus of Urantia Foundation

November 2-3 -- Heart of America Society regional conference; "Birth Day of the Spirit."

November -- Trustees of Urantia Foundation appoint advisory committee to help create a new social organization to replace Urantia Brotherhood. Advisors: Tonia Baney, Seppo Kanerva, Thomas Burns, Herbert Klemme, Catherine Jones, James Mills, Philip Rolnick.

	1992
	Martin Myers dismissed as Trustee of Urantia Foundation3

Editor's note: The process whereby a Trustee is removed from office is rather long and drawn out. By all accounts, this was a grueling ordeal for the Trustees, two of whom were long-time personal friends of Martin's. Martin subsequently sued Urantia Foundation for reinstatement. Martin Myers was replaced by Philip Rolnick who was put in charge of the Foundation's legal affairs. Philip appears to have continued Martin's policy of exploiting all available legal options to control the use of the name "Urantia" and the concentric circles symbol. He resigned shortly after the Foundation's aborted attempt to bring suit against the Fellowship in 1996.

Michael Million starts "Urantial" on server at the University of Arkansas -- first readership discussion group on the emerging Internet15

February -- Los Angeles meeting of the Teaching Mission

[See "Welcome to Change" by Bob Slagle, and overview of the Teaching Mission]

[See transcript of a public talk on the Teaching Mission by Bob Devine, 1996]

Summer Seminar of the Fellowship at Lake Forest Academy -- second half of Part IV of the Urantia Book

The Fellowship becomes a participating member of the North American Interfaith Network.

September -- Neal Waldrop resigns as Trustee of Urantia Foundation; replaced by Tom Burns

September -- Seppo Kanerva submits outline for a new social organization, supposedly to replace the Urantia Brotherhood. [See reproduction of Seppo's outline]
October 2-4 -- Heart of America Society regional conference; "Rising Sons, Rising Spirits."

	1993 
	Urantia Foundation publishes "El Libro De Urantia" -- Spanish language edition of The Urantia Book; 5,000 copies6 [Picture of El Libro De Urantia translation team] 

Editor's note: There appear to have been substantial political conflicts which interfered with the orderly production of this translation. The translation team worked with Euramerica, Inc., a professional translation house. Papers were checked by Spanish readers when they were complete. When the book itself was complete, proofed and ready to go, Urantia Foundation trustees shipped the manuscript off to one of their representatives in Finland with instructions to proof the formatting. This individual had a rudimentary knowledge of Spanish and proceeded to add hyphenation to words in odd places, change the gender of words -- hundreds of "corrections" were reportedly made. The text was then shipped off to the printer with no further checking or proofing. The result was "El Libro de Urantia" of which one scholar has stated, "I consider the current Spanish translation quite faulty syntactically and semantically/lexically. I really doubt that any Spanish scholar --not knowing English-- could do any serious research on such a text."

June -- Publication of Finnish edition of The Urantia Book; 3,000 copies6

June -- Eleventh printing of the English language edition of The Urantia Book; 25,000 copies6

The Fellowship participates in the World Parliament of Religions in Chicago

IC93; International Conference of the Fellowship at Ste-Hyacinthe, Quebec

October 8-10 -- Heart of America Society regional conference; "Community: Common-Unity."

November -- Having lost the greatest majority of the experienced readership along with their base of financial support in their 1989 disaffiliation with Urantia Brotherhood, Urantia Foundation forms "International Urantia Association," a new organization for readers designed to give Foundation Trustees a much greater degree of social control than the original Urantia Brotherhood constitution (which was drafted by Forum members--primarily written by Bill Sadler--and approved by the revelators.) [See Martin Myer's critique of the IUA Charter and Bylaws]
Finnish Urantia Society immediately announces its affiliation with IUA, becomes first national association.

	1994
	Matthew Block publishes first paper on Urantia Book source authors. [See "A Bibliographic Essay on Some Human Sources for Materials Used in The Urantia Book" by Matthew Block]
Reader Chris Hansen independently publishes Part IV of The Urantia Book under the title, "God's Bible, An Epochal Revelation Sponsored by God's Angels -- Part IV, Papers 120-196, The Life and Teachings of Jesus"3

May -- [See letter from Trustee Phil Rolnick outlining reasons why Urantia Foundation cannot let anyone else develop dissemination programs]
Melchizedek fails to appear at Holiday Inn in Napierville, Illinois as predicted by reader group.3

Summer Seminar of the Fellowship -- Theme: "The Supreme"

Steve Dreier elected to second term as President of the Fellowship

Scientific Symposium III of the Fellowship -- Oklahoma City

July -- First study conference of IUA in Nashville, Tennessee, USA

August 21 -- Heart of America Society regional celebration; "In Celebration of JESUS."

August 21 -- Large group of readers led by Berkeley Elliott celebrates the 2,000 anniversary of Jesus' birth in Jerusalem. Michael's banner with the concentric circles symbol described in the Urantia Book flown from the top of the Mount of Olives at dawn. Women in the group hold sunrise service in hotel garden on the Mount of Olives in remembrance of the women who served with Jesus. [See "Pilgrimage 2000: Recalling the Life He Lived Among Us," a diary of this journey]
November -- Urantia Foundation announces opening of office in France.

	1995 
	Chris Hansen publishes the entire text of The Urantia Book -- 5,000 copies -- in two volumes.

February 10 -- Urantia Foundation's claim to a copyright in The Urantia Book ruled invalid in Summary Judgment by United States Senior District Judge in Arizona -- copyright placed in public domain. Urantia Foundation files appeal.16 [See the summary of this case as published in the Federal Supplement Law Book. 33k]
May -- Twelfth printing of The Urantia Book6

May -- Urantia Foundation publishes soft-cover edition of The Urantia Book plus deluxe hard-cover editions for fund-raising purposes.6

May 18 -- Mark Turrin establishes first readership presence on the World Wide Web17 http://www.ubook.org
June 25 -- Death of William Hales, founding member and first President of Urantia Foundation6

Summer Seminar of the Fellowship -- Fairleigh Dickinson College, Teaneck, New Jersey -- Theme: "Communion"3

July -- Second Printing of El Libro de Urantia by Urantia Foundation6

August -- Second IUA study conference in Nashville, Tennessee, USA

Popular writer Martin Gardner publishes "Urantia: The Great Cult Mystery" in an apparent attempt to discredit The Urantia Book. In reviewing his book, the Library Journal, in its April 15, 1995 issue, said of Gardner's book, "Given the lack of scholarly distance from the subject, the patronizing tone, and the gross editorializing, it would be difficult to recommend this book to any library."18

Death of Berkeley Elliott, founding organizer of Urantia activities in Oklahoma and leader of first organized reader tour to Israel.

Urantia Foundation initiates lawsuit against Eric Schaveland for using "urantia" as part of a URL for his website.

Urantia Foundation hires public relations specialist to manage office and interface with readers.

November -- Georges Dupont appointed Trustee of Urantia Foundation to replace resigning Hoite Caston. Hoite Caston to continue in the background as an advisor.6

	1996
32,000 books distributed
	February 28 -- The Urantia Book Fellowship files Brief Amicus Curiae in support of Kristen Maaherra's defense of Urantia Foundation appeal in the copyright matter.16 [See: Brief Amicus Curiae]
April 7 -- Reader Paul Bond hires two professional PR wire services to issue a "Proclamation Document" to some 1200 media outlets worldwide. [See the "Proclamation Document"]
April 21 -- Michael Million gives Urantial email list to Urantia Foundation15

July -- The Fellowship publishes 15,000 copies of The Urantia Book through its newly established publishing corporation, Uversa Press. 
[See promotional piece developed by Mo Siegel to send to book distributors]
[See second side of promotional piece]
August -- IC96 -- Approximately 1,000 readers from the United States and many other countries attend Fellowship's international conference in Flagstaff, Arizona19

General Council defeats Society Representation Proposal [See a history of the Society representation issue]

August -- Approximately 70 readers attend Urantia Foundation's third IUA conference in Nashville, Tennessee, USA

August -- Urantia Foundation sues Eric Schaveland and initiates another action against Kristen Maaherra.

August -- Urantia Foundation takes legal action against the Fellowship as well as Jesusonian Foundation (Jesusonian acts as a distribution agent for the Fellowship's published edition of The Urantia Book) for listing 1-888-URANTIA as an information phone number on literature distributed at the American Booksellers Association convention in Chicago.16 [See: Urantia Foundation's complaint]
September 17 -- Urantia Foundation drops legal complaints against the Fellowship and Jesusonian Foundation after discovering there are insufficient grounds for prosecution.19

October 19 -- Heart of America regional conference; "Leaps of Faith."

Philip Rolnick resigns as Trustee of Urantia Foundation.

	1997 
	Dutch translation completed and ready for publication

January 11 -- Urantia Foundation Trustees and members of the Fellowship Executive Committee meet to discuss matters of mutual concern for the first time since 1990. [See "Chronology of Invitations to Dialog -- 1988-1997"]    [See Urantia Foundation report of this meeting]   [See Fellowship report of this meeting]
March 10 -- First Spanish language email discussion list for readers of The Urantia Book on the Internet started.17 [fuente]
March 15 -- Urantia Foundation publishes a Russian translation of The Urantia Book.

March -- Urantia Foundation publishes self-promotional video highlighting Foundation doctrines as set forth in Martin Myer's 1973 talk, "Unity, not Uniformity."

Rocky Mountain Spiritual Fellowship passes unanimous resolution formally declaring themselves a religious group whose symbol of religious belief will be the "banner of Michael" -- the concentric circles symbol described in the Urantia Book.

April 11 - Reader in Oklahoma City purchases church, hires Rob Crickett from Australia to be the minister and establishes "The Church of Christ Michael."

April 28 -- Meredith Sprunger announces he is abandoning his 40 year effort to introduce the Urantia Book into mainstream Christianity; shifts his focus to the establishment of religious groups within the readership.

May 4 -- Urantia Foundation announces the first Urantia Association to be formed in South America (as part of Urantia Foundation's IUA), in Bogota, Colombia.

May 12 -- Fellowship representatives promote The Urantia Book at the Seoul International Book Fair.

May 18 -- The Fellowship announces the Affiliation of the first Korean reader group in South Korea. [See photos and news from the Korean Book Fair and the Affiliation ceremony]
May 18 -- Rocky Mountain Spiritual Fellowship holds first confirmation ceremony for children. [See "The Confirmation Ceremony for the Children"]
Weekend of June 1 -- Fellowship presence at American Booksellers Association Conference, Chicago

June 10 -- Court of Appeals reverses decision of District Court, restoring Copyright to Urantia Foundation. Case is remanded to lower court for consideration of damages. [See the 9th District Court of Appeals Opinion]
June 17 -- The Fellowship announces its discontinuation of publication and distribution of the Uversa Press Edition of The Urantia Book.

June 20 -- Rob Crickett announces he is leaving the Church of Christ Michael in Oklahoma City and returning to Australia.  [See Rob's comments regarding his departure]
June 24 -- Petition for Rehearing filed in Copyright case.

July 9-13 -- Triennial Delegate Assembly, General Council Meeting, Summer Study Seminar, University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC -- Janet Farrington Graham elected President of the Fellowship

Resolutions calling for religious activism submitted by Rocky Mountain Spiritual Fellowship [See RMSF resolutions]    [See Documents of the 1997 TDA and meeting of the General Council]

July 26 -- Wedding of JoiLin Compton and Eric Johnson -- first marriage resulting from a relationship started on a Urantia E-mail discussion list. [See "A Urantian Wedding Ceremony"]
July 30 -- [Executive Committee Newsletter] 

August -- Petition for Rehearing in the Arizona Maaherra case denied by Ninth District Court.

October 3 -- Urantia Foundation Trustees meet with members of the Fellowship Executive Committee to discuss common concerns.

October 10 -- The Fellowship and Urantia Foundation issue joint statement on organizational relationships.[See copy of joint statement]
October 15 -- A New Framework for Cooperation by Dan Massey -- A proposal for a comprehensive licensing agreement.

October 17 -- Urantia Foundation issues subpoenas for financial records of independent readership organizations.

October 28 -- Urantia Foundation trustee Patricia Mundelius informs Fellowship president Janet Farrington that the subpoenas are being withdrawn due to community outrage over the incident.

November -- Urantia Foundation shows completed Dutch translation of The Urantia Book.

December -- Two trustees of Urantia Foundation resign

December -- Two members of Urantia Foundation's office staff resign

December -- Urantia Foundation, Eric Schaveland and Kristen Maahera reach agreement to drop lawsuit in Colorado case.

	1998
	January -- Urantia Foundation announces new organizational position designed to foster readership unity

February -- Urantia Foundation drafts two Urantia Brotherhood leaders and long-time members of the Fellowship Executive Committee -- Gard Jameson and Mo Siegel -- ostensibly to help reconstruct Urantia Foundation and restore unity to the movement. A public relations tour was put together by the trustees to visit local reader groups, respond to questions, and to present their new "vision" of how the readership ought to support the trustee's program. [See Fellowship statement regarding appointment of Gard and Mo as Trustees]   [See Fellowship President's letter regarding current events]
April 17 -- Joint meeting between IUA Coordinating Committee and Fellowship Executive Committee held in Chicago for purposes of exploring areas in which cooperation between the two organizations might be fostered. [See Fellowship President's Letter regarding this meeting]
June 5 -- Urantia Foundation asks court for permanent injunction against Kristen Maaherra and "those in concert or participation with her."

June 25-29 -- USIUA conference, Glen Ivy California

July 7-12 -- Fellowship Summer Study Session and General Council meeting

August 1-8 -- The Urantia Book represented by Nick Curto at the International Gay Games, Amsterdam

August 7-10 -- First IUA conference outside the USA held in Helsinki, Finland [Read Trustee Georges Dupont's speech]   [Read Trustee Gard Jameson's speech]   [Read an "oldtimer" response to Georges Dupont's speech]
September -- Norman Ingram and Rev. Roger Goffeney depart on journey to distribute books in Africa.

September 8, 1998 -- Foundation Announces New Copyright, Internet and Trademark Usage Policies
October 17 -- VIPS (Vancouver Island People Society) established, Vancouver, B.C., Canada

	1999
	J. Manning publishes "Source Authors of The Urantia Book," the first description of individuals whose work is known to have been incorporated into the text of The Urantia Book (Papers 99 through 103). [Available from Square Circles Publishing]

Urantia Foundation passes 8 year, 4 million dollars spent milestone in the Maaherra suit with at least three motions still before the court. Total costs of Urantia Foundation litigations since 1955 are estimated to be in the range of 6 million dollars.

January -- Announcement of formation of the Millennium Initiative Committe [See Millennium Initiative announcement] 

January 16 -- Urantia Foundation sends website license agreement to the Fellowship for approval
February 9 -- Fellowship sends letter accepting Foundation's website license agreement
February -- Judge Urbom issues declaratory judgment in Maaherra case upholding Urantia Foundation's claim to copyright but declining to assess damages or issue the requested injunction against Kristen Maaherra. [See copy of declaratory judgment]
March 12 -- First meeting of the Millennium Initiative Committee [See report of the first Millennium Initiative Committee meeting]
June 11 -- Second meeting of the Millennium Initiative Committee 

June 13 -- Recommendation statement from Millennium Initiative Committee
July -- Publication of Part IV as a separate volume -- "Jesus: A New Revelation" by Harry McMullan

July 6 -- Fellowship President responds to Millennium Initiative recommendation
August 3 -- Letter received from Jacques Dupont -- claims moral right in French translation of The Uranita Book; seeks its removal from the Fellowship website.

August 5 -- Urantia Foundation sends notice of complaint to Harry McMullan regarding the publication of Part IV [Read Urantia Foundation's complaint]   [Read Harry McMullan's response]
August 7-12 -- SpiritQuest 2000; The Fellowship's IC99 triennial conference [Access index of conference talks, photos and recordings]
August 7 -- IC99 Society Conclave [Read IUA administrator Cathy Jones' report]   [Read Society representative Robert Fontana's report]   [Read conclave co-chair Barbara Newsom's report to the General Council]
August 18 -- Janet Farrington Graham reports overwhelming Council support for Millennium Initiative recommendation
August 12-24 -- Readers manage booth at the Delhi, India book fair (12 days!) [See Urantia Foundation representative, Bhagavan S. Buritz's report] 
August 20 -- Foundation statement on unauthorized translations -- Tonia Baney attempts to initiate international letter writing campaign against the Fellowship because of Harry McMullan's publication of Part IV.

September 6 -- Fellowship response to Jacques Dupont letter of 8/3/99
September 16 -- Death of Ila Hall, longtime organizer and study group supporter for the "Heart of America Urantia Book Society" in Kansas City.

September 22 -- Brief filed in Maaherra case [See copy of brief]
October -- Urantia Foundation files new brief in Maaherra case [See copy of Urantia Foundation's brief]
October 12 -- Urantia Foundation sends letter of complaint to The Urantia Book Fellowship regarding alleged "infringements" on the Fellowship website. The complaint relates to translations of The Urantia Book as well as to certain study aids written by Dr. Sadler in which the Foundation claims a copyright. [See copy of letter of complaint] The Fellowship responded by requesting a meeting with the Trustees. On December 15, the trustees responded to this letter. [See trustee's response] In early January of 2000 the Fellowship sent another letter regarding the display of materials on its website. [See copy of Fellowship's reply]
October 29-31 -- Lone Star Roundup Regional Conference, Kingsland, Texas, USA

November 3 -- Brief filed in Maaherra case [See copy of brief]
November 5-7 -- The Urantia Retreat Network; inaugural meeting and planning session [See comments by organizer Bruce Porter]
November 20-21 -- Oklahoma Reversion Weekend, Tulsa, Oklahoma, USA; Sponsored by the Tulsa OASIS Study Group 

November 30 -- Urantia Foundation initiates lawsuit against Michael Foundation, Inc. for publishing "Jesus -- A New Revelation" [Archive of documents related to this controversy]
November -- Urantia Foundation releases 12th printing of The Urantia Book. This printing features a new cover, modified size, a paperback edition and a luxury "Bible" edition.

December 1 -- Personal letter from Dan Massey to Millennium Initiative Committee 
December 15 -- Letter from Trustees -- Trustees agree to meeting with the Fellowship but request that the Fellowship remove the French and Spanish translations from the website as a "sign of good faith" prior to any meeting. 

December -- Urantia Foundation publishes response to long-standing readership accusations [See Urantia Foundation's public response]
Urantia Foundation and Fellowship representatives participate in World Parliament of Religions, South Africa 
[See letter from Les Jamieson regarding activities at the Parliament]

 HYPERLINK "http://www.urantiabook.org/archive/history/parliament_report1999.htm"  
[See Marvin Gawryn's report on the Parliament]

	2000
	January 1 -- A New Year's Day Message to Urantians Worldwide, -- from Janet Farrington Graham, President, The Urantia Book Fellowship
In English
In French
In Portuguese 
In Spanish 

January 10 -- Fellowship President, Janet Farrington Graham, responds to Foundation's complaint regarding materials available on the Fellowship's website. [See copy of letter to Urantia Foundation]
January 14 -- Rumors begin circulating that Martin Myers has filed a complaint with the Illinois State Attorney General's office seeking removal of all 5 trustees of Urantia Foundation.

January 21 -- Michael Foundation files brief in response to Urantia Foundation's request for preliminary injunction in the suit related to the publication of "Jesus--A New Revelation" [See brief]
January 26 -- Fellowship receives certified letter from Georges Dupont -- regarding website infringements.

February -- Final ruling handed down in Maaherra case upholding Judge Urbom's granting of Urantia Foundation's Declaratory Judgment.

February 20 through 25 -- Urantia Book reader's conference, Itatiaia, RJ, Brazil

March 18 -- Urantia Foundation celebrates 50th anniversary. 

March -- Urantia Foundation begins claiming trademark in the phrase, "The Urantia Book"

April 7 -- Urantia Foundation revokes policy of offering website licenses

April 8, 2000 - Fellowship meeting with Baney-Dupont committee. Members of the Fellowship group were given some 700 pages of material relating to Foundation complaints about perceived trademark, copyright, and license violations in the Fellowship website and publications. The Friday afternoon before this meeting, the Foundation issued a public announcement that it has now begun to claim the phrase "The Urantia Book" (in addition to the word "Urantia") as its trademark. This announcement included a policy statement prohibiting use of the phrase "The Urantia Book" as an identifying element in the names of organizations because of trademark infringement.

May 10 -- Federal court dismisses Urantia Foundation's suit against Michael Foundation for lack of proper venue. [See full text of judge's order]
May 12 -- Michael Foundation files a Motion for Declaratory Judgment against Urantia Foundation in federal court in Oklahoma, which is in the 10th federal judicial circuit. This motion requests the court to determine whether Urantia Foundation has a valid copyright to the Urantia Book in general, and Part IV of the Urantia Book in particular. [See copy of Michael Foundation's complaint]
June 16 -- Urantia Foundation files response to Michael Foundation request for Declaratory Judgment [See copy of Foundations announcement]
June 29 - July 3 -- Fellowship Summer Study Session at Elmhurst college, Illinois, USA

August 3-6 -- Spiritfest 2000 -- Seventh annual gathering of the California Teaching Mission, Watsonville, California, USA.

August 3-October 28 -- Norman Ingram's second dissemination mission to Africa. Includes visits to Ghana, Senegal, South Africa, Botswana, Mozambique, Madagascar, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi, Tanzania, Kenya, Ethiopia, and Egypt.

August 4-7 -- IUA Conference, Wagner College, New York, USA

August 18-21 -- Forjadores de Almas del Siglo XXI -- Regional reader conference in Santiago de Chile sponsored by El Grupo AGAPE. 

August 22 -- Latin American leadership summit, Santiago de Chile; administrative conference with revelation workers from Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Venezuela, Puerto Rico, Mexico, Ecuador, Argentina and Peru.

August 31-September 3 -- The Retreat Network's annual gathering, Seabeck Christian Retreat Center, Seattle, Washington, USA

October -- Urantia Foundation deposes Meredith Sprunger and David Kantor, subpoenas their documents collections.

November 26 -- Conference sponsored by El Grupo Jerusem, Monterrey, Nuevo Leon, Mexico

	2001
	February 1 - 4; General Council meeting in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida; presentations by special guests from El Grupo Agape, Santiago de Chile

March 16 - 17; Negotiations held in Chicago between representatives of the Fellowship and Urantia Foundation in an attempt to settle problems related to Urantia Foundation's efforts to control content on the Fellowship website. The Fellowship's Executive Committe had been attempting for the past 2 years to arrange a meeting with the trustees of Urantia Foundation to discuss alleged copyright and trademark violations on the Fellowship's website. The trustees continually refused to meet with the Executive Committee resulting in these attorney-mediated "negotiations". See "Memorandum of Agreement" signed by the two parties.

April 10-13; First National Conference for readers in México, sponsored by Grupo Guetza; al Monasterio Benedictino Nuestra Señora de los Ángeles, Ahuatepec, Morelos

May 25 -- Urantia Foundation shuts down French Canadian website containing the revelation in French

May 26 -- Urantia Foundation shuts down Brazilian website containing Portuguese study aids and translations of papers.

June 4 -- Final Michael Foundation filing in Federal copyright infringement case. [See Michael Foundation's final filing]
June 20 -- Oklahoma City Federal Court places the U.S. copyright to The Urantia Book in the public domain. [See background information on this matter] 
August 9-12 -- 250 readers attend The Fellowship's Summer Study Session at the University of California, Santa Cruz.

August 13 -- General Council votes to publish The Urantia Book. [See letter sent to the readership announcing publication]
September -- Rob Crickett claims to meet Michael and Machiventa on the top of Mt. Hermon. He claims to witness the transference of the title of Planetary Prince to Machiventa. Michael supposedly instructs Rob to find 300 people who will give him $40 per month to support his ministry.

September 13 -- Urantia Foundation files appeal in the Michael Foundation case.

September 24 -- Urantia Foundation formally complains about Mexican reader's use of the name and symbols in outreach projects. [See Tonya's letter to Agustin Arellano]
October 15 -- Urantia Foundation lays further groundwork for commercial exploitation of their trademarks. Application is for "The Urantia Book" and concentric circles design. New trademark applications published for opposition are: 

1. Serial No. 76-008,232: canvas tote bags 
2. Serial No. 76-008,234: coffee cups and mugs 
3. Serial No. 76-008,235: pens and pencils 
4. Serial No. 76-008,233: clothing, namely caps, hats and shirts 

October 17 -- Urantia Foundation attorneys send additional complaints to Fellowship 
[See copy of complaint] [image: image133.png]PDF




[See copy of Fellowship response]
November 15 -- "Asociación Civil Grupo Orvontón" formed in Mexico.

November 20 -- Federal Court denies Urantia Foundation petition to stay the effects of the judgement in the Oklahoma copyright case pending the Foundation's appeal. [See copy of the Court's order]


