
• 

' 

" W c arc at the end of a cycle-geological and other 
-and at the beginning of another, cataclysm is to 
follow cataclysm. The pent-up forces arc bursting 
out in many quarters; and not only will men be 
swallowed up or slain by thousands, ' new ' land appear 
and ' old ' subside, volcanic eruptions and tidal waves 
appal; but secrets of an unsuspected Past will be 
uncovered to the dismay of Western theorists, and the 
humiliation of an imperious science. This drifting 
ship, if watched, may be seen to ground upon the 
upheaved vestiges of ancient civil izations, and fall to 
ptcces. We arc not emulous of the prophet's honours ; 
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The division of the Zodiac into different signs date.s from 
immemorial antiquity. It has acquired a world-wide celebrity 
and is to be round in the astrological systems or several nations. 
The invention of the Zodiac and its signs has been assigned to 
different nations by different antiquarians. It is stated by some 
that, at first, there were only ten signs, that one of these signs was 
subsequently split up into two separate signs. and that a new sign 
was added to the number to render the esoteric significance of 
the division more profound and at the same time to conceal it 
more perfectly from the uninitiated public. It is very probable 
that the real philosophical conception of the division owes its 
origin to some particular nation, and the names given to the various 
signs might have been translated into the languages of ot her 
nations. The principa l object of this a rticle, however, is not to 
decide which nation had the honour of inventing the signs in 
question. but to indicate w some extem the real philosophical 
meaning involved therein ;tnd the way to discover the rest or the 
meaning which yet remains undisclosed. But from what is herein 
stated. an inference may fairly be drawn that. like so many other 
philosophical myths and allegories. the invention of the Zodiac 
and its signs owes its origin to ancient India. 

What then is the real origin of these signs, the philosophical 
conception which the Zodiac and its signs are intended to repre· 
sent 1 Do the various signs merely represent the shape or confi· 
guration of the different constellations included in the divisions, 
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or, are !bey simply masks designed 10 veil some hidden meaning? 
The fanner supposition is ahogether unlenable for two reasons, 
viz:-

! . The Hindoos were ncquainted with the precession of 
equinoxes as may be easily seen from their works on Astronomy 
and from the almanacs published by Hindu astronomers. Con­
sequently they were fully aware of the fact that the constellations 
in the various Zodiacal divisions were not fixed. They could 
not, therefore, have assigned panicular shapes to these shifling 
groups of fixed stars with reference to the divisions of the Zodiac. 
But the names indicating the Zodiacal signs have been allowed to 
remain unaltered. It is to be inferred, therefore, that the names 
given to the various signs have no connection whatever with the 
configurations of the constellntions included in them. 

II. The names assigned to these signs by the a ncient 
Sanskrit writers and their exotcl'ic or literal meanings are as 
follows:-
The names of the Their exoteric or literal 

signs. 
I Masham .. ................ . . 
2 Rishabbam ...... ........... . 
3 Mithunam ...... ........ ... . 

meanings. 
Ram or Aries. 
BuU or Taurus. 
Twins or Gem /11/ (male 

and female). 
4 Karkatacam. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cancer or Crab. 
S Simbam. . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . Lion or U(>. 
6 Kanya ........ . ............. Vi~go• or Vi•·gin. 
7 Tbula........... . . . ........ Libra, or Balance. 
8 Vrischikam .. ........ .... .... Scorpion. 
9 Thanus ........ .. ... ........ . Sagittarius or Archer. 

10 Makaram .... ....... ......... Capricorn us, or Croco-
dile. 

• Vup$corpio, wbeo n.ooc tnrl ~btl!l'ltb.tH kiiiCW thcrt~ 12 Rps.. V".r~o wu ,.._n lo~ 
(lor the ptQ(-tM) b)' Stllill.-ri;u, AI tlw fllldd.lt 0' jllnttiU41<90i• t wbt:re now teaod• Li6Nt 11W It ttle al111 now 
calkd w'hk-h rollaw• Jli~to. two m}'SIY \1 lliiD' wr.rc inwrtc4 wblcb remained uninkni&iblot to tbe Pfol~nc. 
-Ita~ 1'111\1!1. 
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11 Kumbham....... . . ......... Aquarius or Water· 
bearer. 

12 Meenam. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pisces or Fish. 
The figures of the constellations included in the signs at 

the time the division was first made do not a t all •·esemblc the 
shapes of the animals, reptiles and other objects denoted by the 
names given them. The truth of this assertion can be ascertained 
by examining the configumtions of the various constellations. 
Unless the shape of the crocodile• or the crab is called up by the 
observer's imagination, there is very little chance of tl1e stars 
themselves suggesting to his idea that figure, upon the blue canopy 
of the starry finnament. 

If, then, the constellations have nothing to do with the 
origin of the names by which the Zodiacal divisions arc indicated, 
we have to seek for some other source which might hnvc given 
rise to these appellations. It becomes my object to unravel a 
portion of the mystery connected with these Zodiaca l signs, as 
also to disclose a ponion of the sublime conception of the ancient 
Hindu philosophy which gave rise to them. The signs of the 
Zodiac have more than one meaning. From one point of view 
they represem the different stages of creation up to the time the 
present material universe with the five elements came into pheno­
menal existence. As the author of "Isis Unveiled" has stated 
in the second volume of her admirable work, "the key should be 
turned Seven times" to understand the whole philosophy under­
lying these signs. nut I sbnll wind it only once and give the con­
tents of the first Chapter of the History of Creat ion. It is very 
fortunate that the Sanskrit Dllmes assigned to the various divisions 
by the Aryan philosophers contain within themselves tbc key to 
the solution of the problem. Those of my readers who have 
studied to some extent the ancient "Mantra" and the "Tantra 
Sastras" of India, would have seen that very often Sanskrit words 
arc made to convey a certain hidden meaning by means of certain 

• nit oooltdllllon wu nntr ft.IIW CrQCIOdlle by tho: Wtsten'l a.odtllc uuonomcn wbo d!¢kribtd il 
•• 11. homed gw.t a.nd t'Uicd I• .o-C411'itwlllu,-Eo,. 1\1101$. 



4 THE TWELVE SIGNS OF T H£ ZODIAC 

well-known pre-arranged methods and a tacit convention, while 
their litem! significance is something quite different from the 
implied meaning. The following are some of the rules which 
may help an enquirer in ferreting out the deep signillcance of the 
ancietH Sanskrit nomenclature used in tbe old Aryan myths and 
allegories:-

1. Find out the synonyms of the word used which have 
other meanings. 

2. f'ind out the numerical value of the tellers composing 
the word according to the methods given in ancient 
Tantrik works. 

3. Examine the ancient myths or allegories, if there nl'e 
any. which have any special connection with the word 
in question. 

4. Permute the different syllables composing the word 
and examine the new combinations thnt will thus be 
formed and their meanings. &c. 8«:. 

1 shall now apply some of the above given rules to the names of 
the twelve signs of the Zodiac. 

1. Mas/ram. One of the synonyms of this word is Aja. 
Now, Aja literally means that which has no binb and is applied 
to the Eternal Brabmam in certain portions of the Upanishads. 
So, the first sign is intended to represent Parobral11nam. the self­
existent, eternal, self-sufficient cause of creation. 

II. Ri.vlwblwm. This word is used in scvcml places in 
the Upa nishads and the Veda to mean Pra11tt1'tr (Aum). Sanka­
racha rya has so interpreted it in several portions of his commeo­
r:u·y. Example "Rishobhasya-Chandasam Rishabhasya Pradha­
nasyu Prtur(J\rt~.sya.·· 

I II. Mitlnmam. As the word plainly indicates. this s igJl 
is intended to represent the first androgyne. tbe Artlmlllireeswara, 
the bisexual Scphira-Adam Kadroon. 

IV. Karktitocam. When the syllables arc converted into 
the corresponding numbers according to the general mode of 
transmutation so often alluded to in Mantra Shastr.t, the word 
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in question will be represented by Iff/. Tbis sign then is evidently 
intended to represent the sacred Tetragrom; the Parabrabma­
tMraeam; the Pranava resolved into four separate entities corres­
ponding to its four Matras; the four A•·a.rthos indicated by Jagrath 
(waking) Avastba, Swapna (Dreanty) Avasth:t, Shushupti (deep 
sleep) Avast ha, and Thureea (the last stage, i.e., Nirval)a) Avastba, 
(as yet in potentiality) ; the four states of Drahmam called Vyswa­
naru, Thyjasa (or Birauyagarbha). Pragna, and Eswara and repre­
sented by Brahma, Vishna, Maluiswara, and Sadasiva ; the four 
aspects of Parabrahmam as Stoolam, Sookshmam, Beejam and 
Sakshi ; tile four stages or conditions of tile Sacred wood named 
Para, Pasyanti, Matbyama and Vykhari; Nmlam, Bi11du, Sakti 
and Kola. Tbis s ign completes the fi rst q uaternary. 

V. Simham. Tbis word contains a world of occult 
meaning within itself; and it may not be prudent on my part to 
disclose the whole of its meaning in this article. It will be sufficient 
for the purpose of tbis a rticle to give a gener.tl indication of its 
significance. 

Two of its synonymous terms are Panrluisyam and Hari, 
and its number in the order of the Zodiacal divisions (being the 
flft h sign) points clearly to the former synonym. This syn~nyro 
- Panchasyam-shows that the sign is intended to represent the 
jive Bralmws, viz,-Esanam. Aghoram, Tatpurusham, Vama­
d:\vam. and Sadyoj(ltam :- the jive Buddhas:- The seco nd syno­
nym shows it to be Naniyana, the Jeevatrnn or Pratyagatma. 
(The Sukarahasy Upanishad will show thnt the ancient Aryan 
philosophers looked upon N~in\yana as the Jeevatma. • T he 
Vyshnuvites may no t admit it. But as an Ad vyti, I look upon 
Jecvatma as identical with Paramatma in its real essence when 
stripped of its fictitious attributes created by Agn{mam o r Avidya 
- ignorance). The Jeevatma is correctly placed in the fifth sign 
counting from Masham, as the fifth sign is the p11trastlranam or 
the son's bouse according to the rules of Hindu Astrology. The 

• t• tU.Iowal er .oM aakrill t.UU. as. tJM, lireo<priM:ipk w'bil.,.....a tilt .. etrW bDdiel-ol Ole ...... 

•tid ''<tdAib'c -~.h.-En. "'hrof.. 
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sign in question represenls JeevaJma- the son of Parama1ma as 
it were. (I may also add thai if represents the real Chris!, the 
anoinled pure spirit, though the missionaries may frown at this 
inlerpretalion)• . I will only add here thai unless !he nature of 
this sign is fully comprehended if will he impossible to undersJand 
the real order of Jhe next Jbree signs and their full significance. 
The elemenls or entities that have merely a potcnJial existence in 
this sign become d istincl, separate entities in the next three s igns. 
Their union into a single enlity leads to the destruction o f the 
phenomenal un iverse, and Jbe recognilioo of the pure spirit and 
their separation has the conlrary effect. I t leads to material eanh­
bound existence and brings into view the piclurc gallery of Avitlya 
(Ignorance) or Maya (Illusion). If 1he real orthography of !he 
name by which !he sign in quesJioo is indicated is properly un­
dersJood if will readily be seen !hal the nexl Jhree signs are nol 
what they oughl 10 be. Kanya or Virgo and Vrischikam or 
Scorpio should form one single sign, and Thula mus1 follow 1he 
said sign if if is 31 all necessary Jo have a scparale sign of thai 
name. Bul a separation between Kanya and Vrischikam was 
effecled by interposing the sign Tbula between the two. The 
objecJ of !his separation will be understood on examining the 
meaning of the 1hree signs. 

VI. Ka11yti. - Means a virgin and represcnJs Sakti or 
Ma b:im;iyn. The sign in question is Jhe 6th Rasi 0 1· division 
and indicates that there are six primary forces in nature. T hese 
forces have d ifferent sets o f names in Sanskril philosophy. 
According 10 o ne syslem o f nomenclature they are called by the 
following names:- (I) Parasakty; (2) G nanasakti; (3) llchlisakti 
(will-power); (4) Kriyasakti ; (5) Kundalinisakti; and (6) Ma1bru-

• ~ ... ...... -. Tk "-• llw>JI~(-)S.tM .... .,.,. ... --.r ..... 
....._, IJi. ,__(.._). dledi:lkteoaial:ioOJ$p«ikltilf~UUU bdwus..,. ..,.J~pracwtiq ..., ............ -..~.n. ~ olllw:- JOt- f'«tt. lla~Ct, ......... .t ,_,_N b. Ul 
CIC'I"UU ClOfftlaUoe ol tile hdwt-CMM: • ...,... ~ ....... ..,. .... ., ... "'.,.... qr"'" ucl to. 
a-.& V....,.. l)e -\-· We at'C' -.JI belts oi Adili ~ tk Wlltef"' ~ t( ~MaNU X.6J.2} u4 
Mid"' ... ''*" froM"' • ..., .. t .. ,._v,.. Mudala. t. wu 166).- Eo. n-o.. 
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kii.sakli. • The six forces are in !heir unify represenJed by the 
Astrlll light. • 

VII . Thula.-When represeoled by numbers according to 
tbe method above alluded to, this word will be converted info 36. 
This sign, therefore, is evidently intended to represent the 36 
Tatwam.<. (fhe number of Tatwams is differenl according to 
the views of different philosophers; but by Saklayiis generally 
nnd by several of the ancient R ishis such as Agasthya, T hoorwasa 
and Parasurlima &c., the number of Tatwams has been stated to 
be 36). .Teevatma differs fro m Parami\tma , or 10 sln te !he same 

• ,-;;;;;;;;;:-LII~ralty I he put or mprc:me Coree 01 po""'tt. •• nMii.At u41!KNdc• ,., p~~..,..n <~fli$,11t 
#NIJ ,.,..,.,, 

C~utkd:-lirenlty ~ powc:t « illccll«c or the po•·u or rul wltdo• Of lnowlcdlf. II bo.. I'W(I 

&tpklt. • 
I TIN (<lllo<to·ioa a" IIIMI\C o( iu lfWii(ot.lliOIWI 10'1\ot:ll pt.ffl/III/Jir llw ~r M NIUitJI t~{ lf!IQfa-W -·-( • J 1lw pown o( lk .u.ct itt r.kl'pfttiq: 01U _......._ (61 In poolo'n' 5n ,.._ .... put ideas 

~J M4 ~ fi:nllft ~tioat. ( c) lu JIO'If"J .u cdio'*H ia • .,.. .,, c:alW by eNtt• ~ 
...,_.. -.~w '*" ol ~ .. which cabkt d 10 ,.,. ,.,,_.._ ._. kt._.. ~ Jf~ fl 
.....,_,. _. ~.t..wioesaad U.u ~ lk ....,_" W. ofu aJn'MI ~ 14! lb 
~ .. (IOMCI(UIIC- idl:u ~ ..,.. ID~ liGt ttl --.ot')' ..... dl•..,... dw- _._ « ... ~. 

11. Tile~~ uc- cl iU GUUiacadoeJ .~ ,.,..,Nfi.,. U. ,._, -f...ntr: -
(• J Cllirovybeo. ( t } ~· . 
l•t"'-'lf ' liktaiiJ ""'~ c(ttw dl, lu ltt0/1(11"1_,. ~f/atill*'" lk ~don or~ 

Dt'n'e a.ntoll v.1uela K'l i:n moli0111 Mdl l!lllddct aa are reqoiR!d fo1 thl aeooenplblalllmt of •be ~red objea.. 
K'Q'IM411 ·-llte lft)'lll:riotn: pcw.~r or tbOu&)t w!Udl enabkl itlO I!'(OdWOD Ut.ml&l, pcroeptibk.. ~ 

-.al ruuJ" bt iU own ~~ energr. The u<:imu bdd thlt •ny idu will m1.olf<tl ihelf urt,..,.l1 If ()lie's 
auentloe Is deeply (lOflffotrated upan it. Similarly 1.1'1 ifllt:ete volition v.·ill bfl follo.-ed by the dn.ikd rma.lt, 
A YoJI ttllt,.lly pcrfMmt hi' •'Ondtrt by mat~t or hdt.iuttl anj,l K.n,a .. l.d. . 

Xlo'INtdlmtsi!Arf.- l.itcnlly the~~ Of fotee •'hkb moovr. l.o a ttrptnllnt 01 t'uo1:d palll h •• 1hc 
•uuw:rultlre·f!rincipk wl\k:tl C'o'el)"'lllobert ma.ni!c5Ct it.M:If in 11.11\lrt. 1111• fom lndudtt In iltd~ I~ 1\10'0 &nflt 
(O«iU M 111nu:llon and tcpub.-ioo, liloec•rid•y aOO ma&J~c1bu• ltC but •nan!fett1110n5 fit il. n us u the power 
or fot<'e wllkh hri.n11 about that ''toQiiniiOIIS adjuummt or lftlmwl ullf•Hlns IO timMI ,nut111u" whicla is 
th4 ~nee OI'IUc a«otdinJIO llcrbcrl Spmoo- IDI.IIhl l '"wndauo\ulldjustniCIItQr UlrtMII rtla#t)llf 10 lmtriMI 
rrl!l.rk.IAI' whkh it the N-Ut olrt11csmignticm or M)!ili 01 punllljl.n111ant (r•blnh) ~CCMdillll to tbe d«trind 
of tM en<kfl~ lliodu phiiC»>phoen. 

A Yoel I'IIUII fhoroughlJ ~ub;up1c this PQWti' cw rorce t.crllftl be ctft eual11 moklham, Thb rom: is, 
tn l..cl, tiM JIUII tctptftl or the Bible. . 

MorltMII.MktJ --Litetlllly 1hc- rom:'"' pow«« kutn or ~~~~~ Ot ""'._ Tilt whok ¥tile t.fiCICII.I 

\la•u• S!Lw•,.lw tlli$ foft:c o. power it; -.11 iu manifacadou I« lt1 wbj«to.auc:r. T1le power ofThc WOC'4 
•Willow Cllfljp .U1olb 1 ~IM' o/t)b $at1i. Tk ~fl ........ ON oftl:l Of'disuty ~ 
f~~tu.~ Tk ,.,.." ¥ dw MiriSc- icdb.bk ,__it. tk ero-s .tlllh Wtt.. 

~,.t()ftKIIJ .... panfy~tlw iDl,ICftleiiM41t\lil.tl ... ~- """""""' eecl ...._it It eiiOfdlwt • dw dkl ., r¢pnh dw tuUia::iq per-u • 

• ["'Il dMI wsy- .t ,-_,. (Virpa) s.hcJwoJ ... .a111w lilldNI ....W.C ~ ~ ia .U tkw 
~~ .. ~. 1W Xa...sdts aod lllc H~w .. 2 ; I • tllll llw A.tnl l.CM dw "'lla-.aly • 
edinwl VifP-" 1lM' A~l'll J.isbt ia. ib .,., U &lie 1a. l:ktu the ~ ~dill*" til~ Dftity 
01 dtf 6 .ad 01«- two lhltl_. u6 a aooJrO.- Eo. 1'1leol. 
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thing in other words. ''Baddha" differs from "Mukta''• in being 
encased as it were within these 36 Tatwams, while the othe•· is free. 
This sign prepares the way to earthly Adam, to Narn. As the 
emblem of Na•·a it is properly placed as the seventh sign. 

VIII. Vrisd•ikmn.- lt is stated by ancient philosophers 
I hal the sun when located in this Rasi or division is ca lled by the 
name of Vishnu (see the 12th Skandha of Bhagavata). This sign 
is intended to represent Vishnu. Vishnu literally means th(ll ll'hich 
is upand<"d-expanded as Vis\l'am or Uni••erse. Properly speak­
ing. Viswam iLSCif is Vishnu (see Sankaracharya's commentary on 
Vishnusahasranamam). I have already intimated that Vishnu 
represents the Swapmi vastha or the Dreamy Su11e. The ~ign in 
question properly signifies the Universe in thought or the un iverse 
in the divine conception. 

It is properly placed as the sign opposite lo Rishabham 
or Prunava. Analysis from Pr-Jnava downwards leads to lbe 
Universe of Thought, and synthesis from the latter upwards leads 
to Pranava (Aum). We have now arrived at the ideal state of the 
universe previous to its coming into material existence. The 
expansion of the Beejam or primitive germ into the universe is 
only possible when the 36 "Tatwams'' t are interposed between 
the Maya and Jeevatma. The dreamy state is induced through 
the instrumentality of these "Tatwams". lt is the existence of 
these Tatwams that brings lfamst1 into existence. The elimina tion 
o f these Tatwams marks the beginning o f the synthesis towards 
Pranava and Brahmam and converts lfamsa into Soham. As it 
is intended to represent the different stages of crealion from Brah­
mam downwards to the matcrin l universe the lhrce signs Kanya. 
Thula. and Vrischikam arc placed in the order in which they now 
stand as three separate signs. 

IX. Thanus (Sagittarius). When represented in numbers 
the name is equivalent to 9. and the division in question is the 

• M lhc hrlimlc; dit.rcn from the fllnhc 111'11 tbc Uocono.titi011td fron• the condilionod llr> ·r1110S. 

I J6 iJ 1!11« llroe$ 11. or ?'ret rill• I~ or ll 'frt.AdJ, lhe mn.t Aerf'd numben inllloe t:abflliltlo: aDd P)lba· 
804tnn 11 \tm~r•b·. £1). Ttl~. 
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9th division counting from Masbam. The sign. therefore, clearly 
indicates the 9 Bmhmas- the 9 Parajiipatis wlro assisted the 
Demiurgus in constructing the material universe. 

X. Makaram .- There is some difficulty in interpreting 
this word; nevertheless it contains within itself the clue to ilS 
correct interpretation. Tbe letter Mo is equivnlen t to number 5 
and Kora means hand. Now in Sanskrit ThriiJ/wjam means a 
triangle, bhujam or karam (both are synonymous) being under­
stood to mean a side. So. Makaram or Panchakaram means 
a Pe11tagon. • 

Now, Makaram is the tenth sign and the term "Thasathisa" 
is gener.tlly used by Sanskrit writers to denote the faces or sides 
of the universe. The sign in question is intended to represent 
the faces of the universe and indica tes that the ligtll'e of the universe 
is bonnded by Pentagons. If we take the pentagons tts regular 
pentagons (on the presumption or supposition lhnt the universe 
is symmeuieally conslructcd) the figure of the malcria l universe 
will. of course. be a Dodecahedron, the geomet rical model imitaled 
by the Demiurgus in constructing the material universe. If Titulo 
was subsequently invented and if instead of the three signs " Kanya," 
'Thula" and "Vriscbikam," there had existed formerly only one 
sign combining in itself Kanya and Vriscbikam, the sign now under 
consideration was the eighth sign under the old system, and it is 
a s ignificant fact !hat Sanskrit writers generally speak a lso of 
"Ashtathisa" or eight faces bounding space. It is quite possible 
that the number of thisa might have been altered from 8 to 10 
when the formerly existing Virgo-Scorpio was splil up into three 
separate signs. 

Again, Kora may be taken to represent the projecting trian­
gles of the star-shaped figure so often alluded to in the columns 
of this jqumal in connection with Scorpion-sting. This figure 
may also be called a kind of regular pentagon (see. Todhunter's 
Spherical Trigonometry p. 143). If this interpretntio n is accepted, 

• ~ 1he a•l l¢1c !11 1he A\1)1\UI 111111) aumbtr "'lilt F'i\~-Poin1«1 Sur.'" •11tt. .,., Milltd thOlt the 6•-e­
poinled SCill <If pcolajlrllm l tllnrklllc~l I IIII 6v11 limb$ o( m.tn,-EO. TUr.~ 
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the Rasi or sign in question represents the ' 'Microcosm." But 
the ''microcosm .. or the world of thought is really represented by 
Vrisclriktllll. From an objective point of view the '"microcosm'' 
is represented by the human body. Makarnm may be taken to 
rcprc.scnt simultaneously both the microcosm and the macrocosm, 
as externnl objects of perception. 

In connection with this s ign 1 shall state herein a few im­
portant fact s which I beg to submit for the consideration of those 
who arc intc1·estcd in examining the ancient occult sciences of 
India. It is generally held by the ancient phi losophers that the 
macrocosm is similur to the microcosm in having n Stoola Sarir(IJn 
and a Sooksma Sariram. The visible universe is theStoola Sari ram 
of Viswam; the ancient philosophers held that as a substratum 
for this visible universe, there is another universe perhaps we 
may eall it the universe of Astral Light - the real universe of 
Noumcna. the soul as it were of this visible universe. It is darkly 
hinted in certain passages of the Veda and the Upanishads that 
this hidden universe of Astral Light is to be represented by an 
lcosnlr~dron. The connection between an Icosahedron and a 
Dodecahedron is something very peculiar and interesting though 
the figures seem 10 be so very dissimilar to each other. The con­
nection may be understood by the undermcntioned geometrical 
construction. Describe a Sphere about an Icosahedron; let per­
pend iculars be drawn from the centre of the Sphere on its faces 
and l>l'oduccd to meet the surface of the Sphe1·e. Now, i f the 
poin ts of intc,·scction be joined, a Dodecahedron is formed within 
the Sphere. By a similar process an Icosahedron may be con· 
structed from a Dodecahedron. (See Todhunter's Spherical 
Trigonometry p. 141 :an 193.) The figure constructed as above 
described will represent the universe of mauer and tbe universe 
of Astral Light as they actually exist. I shall not now, however, 
proceed to show bow the universe of Astral Light may be consi­
dered in the light of an Icosahedron. I shall only state here that 
this conception of the Aryan philosophers is not to be looked 
upon as mere "theological twaddle" or as the outcome of wild 

' '"' ~~~~ t~plluho• of the ~ecltolt. S<"e: L Cord.on Plum:ncn M,;tlwfiiWt~• •fill' C•un.w- .Vdtt/, 
f1wo hi~ l h t , Wk.aiCHI 1910 t l97i flO~·· 
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fancy. The real significance of the conception in question can. 
I believe. be explained by reference to the psychology and the 
physical seieoee of the ancients. But I must stop here and proceed 
to consider the meaning of tbe remaining two s igns. 

XI. Kumbhum.- (Or Aquarius) . When represented by 
numbers, the word is equivalent to 14. It can be easily perceived 
then tbut the divisio n i,n question is intended to represent the 
"Chaturdasa Bhuvanam" or the 14 lokams spoken of in Sanskrit 
books. 

XII. Meeuam (or Pisces). This word agnin is repre­
sented by 5 when wrillen in numbers and is evidemly intended 
to convey the idea of Pnnchamalrnblmtams or the 5 elements. 
The sign also suggests that water (not the ordinary water but the 
universal solvent of the ancient alchemists) is the most important 
amongst the said elements. 

I have now finished the task which I have set to myself 
in this article. My purpose is not to explain the ancient theory 
of creation itself, but to show the connection between that theory 
and tbe Zodiac-.1! ruvisions. I have herein brought to light but a 
very small portion of the philosophy imbedded in these signs. 
The veil that was dexterously thrown over certain portions qf the 
mystery connected with these signs by the ancient philosophers 
willuevcr be lijied up for the amusemcut or edificatiou of the unilri­
tillled public. 

Now to summari1.e the facts stfl ted in this article, the con­
tents of the firs t chapter o f the history of this universe are as 
follows:-

( ! ). The self-existent, eternal Brahmam. 
(2). Pranava (Aum). 
(3). The androgyne Brahm, or the bisexual Scphira-Adam 

Kadmon. 
(4). The Sacred Tetragram- the four matras of Pranava 

- the four avasthas-the four states of Brabmam­
the Sacred Tharaeam. 
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(5). The five Brahmas - the five Buddhas represent ing in 
their totality the Jeevatma. 

(6). The astral light the holy virgin - the six forces in 
nature. 

(7). The thirty·six Tatwams born of Avidya. 
(8). The universe in tbought- the Swapna Avastha ­

the microcosm looked at from a subjective poin t of 

(9). 
(10). 

view. 
The nine Prajapatis - tbe assistants oft he Demiurgus. • 
The shape of the material universe in the mind of the 
Demiurgus- thc DODECAJI£l)RON. 

( II). The fourteen loknms. 
( 12). The five elements. 

The history of creation und of this wol'ld from its beginning 
up 10 the pr'esent time is composed of Seveu chapters. T he Seventh 
chapter is not yet completed. 

Triplicane, Madras, 14th September', 1881. 
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T. Subba Row Gnru was a Vcdantin of the Niyoga caste of the 
Smarta (Adwaita) Brlihmor.>a.•. He was horn at Cocan~da, July 6, 
1856. His native country was the Godavari District on the Coro­
mllndel Coast of Indi:1. Hls vunacular tongue was Telugu. His 
grandfather was the Shcristidir of the DistriCt, rmd his maternal 
uncle was Diwan (Prime Minister) to the Rijah of Pi1hipuram. 
His father died when he was but six months old, and his uncle brought 
hiru up. He attended the Coc2nlida Hindu School, where he showed 
no un\$13.1 t2Jents.. Ahtr passing his matricul;nion examination at 
that school, he went in 1872 to the Madr:l$ Presidency College, where 
he: showed greo1t brilliancy in his studies 3nd won his B.A. in 1876 at 
the top of his cbs.. 

Later in the same ye3r, Sir T. 1\.fadhava Row, then Diwan of 
Baroda, offered him the: position of Registrar of the High Court in 
that State, where Subb;• Row remaine-d for about a yenr, returning 
thence to 1\lladr::ss, where he passed his B.L. ex:unination . Having 
chosen the law as his profession, he served his apprenticeship under 
Messrs. Grant and Laing, and was enrolled a Vakil ( Picoder) ol the 
High Court in the latter part of ISSO. His practice became very 
lucrative, and probably would have continued to bring him a good 
income, had he nor ch·cn most of his aUt>ntion tO philosophy, drawn 
ro it, as he told Col. Olcott, by :m irr=tible attraction. His brilliant 
ment>l ability is well illustrated br the fact that he successfully 
passed an a:amin:nion in geology for the Statutory Civil Service in 
1885, though this was • new subject to him •nd he hod only one wee~ 
to prepare himself. 

Subba Row rave no early signs of possessing any mystical lcnowl· 
edge ;~nd even Sir T. Madhava Row did not notice any $U(;:h while he 
was serving under him at Barodo. Col. H. S. Olcott writes: 

"I particularly questioned his mother on this point, and she told 
tne thar her son first talked metaphysics after forming a connection 
with t.he Founders of the Theosophical Soci<ty: a connection which 
began with a correspondence between him~lf and H. P. B. and 
Damodar, :and became personal after our met:tin$t him. in 1882. at 
Madras. It was ns though a storehouse of ocxuh experience, long 
forgotten, hild b«n suddenly OPf:ned to him; recollection of his last 
pteceding birth cnme in upOn him; he rerogni.scd his Guru, and 
thencefon.yard held intercourse with him :md other Mah5.tmas: 
with some, personn11y at our Headquarters, with others elsewhere 
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and by corrcspondenc:.. He told his mother that H. P. B. was 
a great vos;, and th:at he bad seen many strange phenomena in her 
prtsc"nee. His stored up knowledge of Sanskrit literature come back 
to him, and his broth~r-in-law told me that if you would r«ite 
any verse of Citti, Brtihma-SUtras or Uj)nnishaJ1, he could :tt ontt 
tell you whence it was taken and in what connection employed. 
ThO$< who had the forrune to hear his lectures on BhnglfVnd-Gita 
before the T. S. Convention of 1886 at Adyar, can well helie'Ve thi,, 
so perfect seemed his mastery of that peerless \\'Ork .•. . ~ a c:on­
versationalist he was most brilliant and intcrcstinc:; nn afternoon's 
sitting with him was as c::difying as the reilding of n solid book. 
B\lt this mystica l side of his character he showed only to kindred 
souls. What may seem strange to some is the fact that, while he 
was obedient as a child to his mother in worldly affairs, he was 
strangely reticent to her, as he was to all his relatives and ordinary 
acquaintances, about spiritual matters. His eonst:ant answer to her 
importunities for occult instruction was th:at he 'dared not rcved 
any of the secrets entrusted to him by his Guru.' He liutd his 
occult lift 6lont. That he was habitually so reserved, gives the 
more wei&ht to the oonlidcntial statemmts he made to the mcmbus 
of his own hoiUOhold." (Tht Thtoso1hist, Vol. XI, July, 1890, 
pp. 517-518.) 
H. P. B. and Subba Row were pupils of the same Adept, Master M. 

As evidence of the very high esteem that H. P. B. had lor Subba Row's 
OCICUit knowledce, we might rec:all he.r editorial remark (Tht Theoso· 
pbut, Vol. IV, February, 1883, p. 118) to the effect that "we ~now 
of no better authority in INDIA in anything, concernlng the csorericism 
of the Adwait• philosophy" than Subba Row. It should also be re· 
membered that she associ:ltcd his name with her own on the printed 
announcement of the forthcoming publication of Tilt Secrtt Doctrine, 
which appeared on seveml occasions in the p•gcs ol Tht Thtosophist 
in 1884. At the time, her book: was to he "A New Version o! Isis 
Ut~u<iled. With • New Arrangement of the Matter, Large and 
lmponant Additions, and Copious Notes and Commentaries." A'S 
•he wrote herself to A. P. Sinnett, in the early part of 1884: "And 
now the outcome of it is, that I, crippled down and half de:a.d, am 
tO sit up nights ag.in and rewrite the whole of Isis Un~eiltd, calling 
it Tht Stcrtt Doctrint ond making three if not lour volumes out of 
the original two, Subba Row helping me. and writing most of the 
commentaries and e:xpl.a.n:ations." (L~tt«s of H.P.B. to A. P. Sinn~tt~ 
p. 64.) This original plan, however, did not materialize. lAter, after 
H. P. B. had received from Muter M., on January 9, 1885, a plan 
for Tltt Suret Doctrint; and had worked on it for quite some time, 
she sent portions of the MSS. to Subba Row lor his opinion and 
corrections. This was in 1886, when she was in Germany. His 
judgment was a disappointment to H. P. B., because he found the 
draft both diffuse and chaotic. This forced .H. P. B. to begin all 
over ·again, and mily have been partially instrumentnl in producing 
a g-rander and more magnificent text. 

Approximately at this time, diffctences arose between Subba Row 

IS 

and H. P. B., mainly on what would appc>r to he minor points of 
a philosophical kind, connected primarily with the classification of 
human principles. WhHe it is not poss.ible to suue :anything positive 
in connec=t-ion with this controversy, there is sufficient evidence to show 
that the two variants of the teachings concerning the principles were 
presented in the pages of The Tlreoso,hill by order of Masur ~f., 
who, as will be remembered, was the Teacher of both H. P. B. and 
Subba Row; and that this so-called controversy was to a very brge 
extent a uput up job." 

However c:vc.n if this be true, and we think it is, there remains 
another, :m;l much more valid reason, for misunderstanding between 
the two. We must bear in mind that Subbn Row w:ts a most con· 
serv:uive and rigid Brihma1,1:a. an initinte into the more cso~eric aspect 
of the nne:ient Br:ihmaQic:tl teachings. He was r.rently d1sturbed by 
the vulgnr profnnntion of the Masters' naencs which had then taken 
plilce, nnd. as a Br&hmaf)a, he strongly disapproved th~ fact that 
H. P. B. revealed to the public some of the inner mcttmngs of the 
HindU Scriptures, conct-alcd until then in the secrecy of the inner 
temples. It i• probable that he overlooked the fact th>t in doing so 
H. P. B. obeytd her superiorS, ·who were Subba Row's superiors as 
well. 

That this should be done by a wo1n&1' of European descent was 
another fact difficult for a rigid Brihm~a to accept. J-!.ence ~e 
inner conAict within Subba Row's mind and hurt, 2 c:onfhct wlueh, 
to judge by outw3rd circumstances at least, brought about his tem­
porary withdrawal from _ active participation in th.e affairs of The 
Theosophicl Society. '¥ riting to Mrs. :ond M '" Arundale, on 
.June 16. IRRS, H. P. B. says: 

''Such :'IS Subba Row- uncompromising i11itinted Brahmins, will 
never reveal-even that which the)' nrc permicted to. They hate 
too rnuch Europeans for it. Has he not rtrnvcly given out to h1r. 
ond Mrs. C[ooper) O(akley] that I wns henceforth 'a shell de· 
sened and abandoned by the M:'lsters'? \.Yhen J took: him for it 
to ta.sk, he answered : 'You have been guilty of the most terrible 
of crimes.. You h-ave given out secret's of Occultism-the mOSt 
t;tcrc.d and the most hidden. Rather tlu11 you shou/J h~ sotrifictd 
than th3t which was never mant for European minds. People 
hod too much faith in you. lt was time to throw doubt into their 
minds. Otherwise the)· should h.-·e pumped out o/ you 61/ that 
you lnow.' And he is now acting on that principle.'' (Ltrr. of H.P .B. 
to A .P .S., pp. 95-96.} 
It i" imonnant to bear in mind that in s:pil~ of his :attitude towards 

H. P. B. at this later period, Subba Row had not rhe leut doubt 
thtt H. P. B. possessed occult power and knowled~e. and that she 
was in constant touch with the Adepts. H. P. B.'s occult integrity 
and the validity of her teachingS were at no time doubted by Subba 
Row. Thi.s endorsement by an orthodox BrAhmanot is of immense 
importance. 

Subba Row, as a representative, at Madras, of the Sringeri Math:un, 
had considerable inRuence among the orthodox 1-findlis. T herefore 
his nttitude tow;.rds H . P. B. did have n profound effect on many 
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minds, to the di5tress of those who remained fllithful to her. 
In 1886, Subbo Ro'• withdrew from The Theosophical Society. 

Very soon after this a painful illncos descended upon him. The cause 
of this aflliction was unknown. He died in 1890, only 34 yea~ of 
age. 

Rcg;u-ding this, Col. Olcott writes as follows ( 0/J Dia'Y umm, 
IV, pp. 234-35): 

"On the 3rd of ] une I viJited T. Subba Rao at his request and 
mesmerized him. He was in a dreadful state. his body covered 
with boils and blisters from ero'm to sole, as the result of blood 
poi.soning from some mysterious cause. He could not 6nd it in 
anything that he had eaten or drank, and so concluded that it must 
be due to the malevolent action of clcmcnr:als. whose :mimosity 
he had aroukd by some ceremonies he h•d performed for the benefit 
of his wife. This was my own impression, for I felt the uncanny 
inRucncc about him a.s soon u I appro:achcd. Knowing him for 
the learned occultist that he was, a person highly approciated by 
H. P. B., and the author of a cou~ of superb leetures on the 
Blragaootl-Gitfi, I was inexpressibly shoc:ked to see him in such a 
physical sta.tc. Although my mesmeric treatment of him did not 
.save his life, it gave him so muc.h strength th:\t he wu able to be 
moved to another house, and when I saw him ten days later he 
seemed convalescent, the improvement d:uing. as he told me, from 
the date of the treatment. The ch::ange for the better was, how­
ever, only temporary, for he died during the night of the 24th 
of the same month, and was cremated nt 9 on the following morn­
ing. From members of his family { obtained some interesting 
particulars. At noon on the 24th he told those about him that 
his Guru called him to come, he wns going to die, he was now 
about beginning his ta(Jat (mystical invocation). and he did not 
wish to be disturbed. From that time on he spoke to no one . ... " 

The circumstances involved in the passing of T. Subba Row seem 
to point to some unexpended Karmic debt which he had to meet :tnd 
overcome before proceeding funher along the p2th of enlighttnment. 

The only work of T. Subbo Row's which stands as a unity is his 
series of Lectures entitled Notts on the Dhagntuui·Giti. The intro­
ductory lecture of this series ,,.as given by him at the Anniversary 
Convention at Adyar, December, 1885, 11.nd was published in Tht 
Th.osophut, Vol. VII, No. 77, February, !886, pp. 281-285. The 
four actual lectures were deUvued a year later, namely, at the Anni­
ve=ry Convention at Adyu, Deeember 27-31, 1886. They appeared 
originally in The Theosophist, Vol. VIII, February, March, Apn1 
and July, 1887. They were published in book-form by Tookaram 
Tatya, Bombay, 1888, though some omi.,ions oa:ur in this edition. 
The best edition of these Lcttures is the one published by Theosophical 
Univusiry Press, Point Loma, Calif., 1934, which incorporates cor· 
rmions in the text which Subba Row himself considered necessary 
at the time (See Tire Theosophist, Vol. VIII, May, 1887, p. 511). 
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PRONUNCIATION CHART 

Pronounct'd aJ in 
the English word: Sanskrit W o,.d 

sonab, org:m aham 
alrru, far 3tman 
die, ai!le dai,iprakriti 
now, house a tun 
bode bodhi 
abhorrence bhnmi' 
chos<n chohan 
watch-hound ehhaya 
dare de\'3chan 
adhem~ce dharmakaya 
~me a.\ abtn·c. dhyana 
a~ thou~h )I ,,·ere 
adckd after 'dh' 
ad1.c dzyan 
grey devanagarl 
god gana 
leghorn gharma 
hansard hansa 
final a~pir>tcd h 
as in loch 

bril;t; bral;tmli 

pity 
sheer 

pitri 
sarira 

jeer 
calm, car 

jlva 
kAma 

inkhonl khechara 
buck<hot k'hc1 ra jib 
local loka 
mundnne manvantara 
need nidftna 
linger 
onion 

linga·SarirJ. 
sailji1~l 

no .soma 
poor puna>ha 
uphoa\'al phala 
root rUpa 
!;3tire S.'\l\'a 
assure §loka ........ SL~hta 

talrnt tala 
left-handed sthitJa.;arlra 
pull up5dhi 
pcv>l sUrya 
vrin v~d.t 

you yu~a 
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