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The Campbell Library has a comprehensive range of works by G. R. S. Mead. He made an invaluable and scholarly contribution to the theosophical movement and was H.P. Blavatsky’s secretary from 1889 to her death. He obtained BA and MA honours at Cambridge where he majored in Greek and Latin and also studied philosophy at Oxford. Later he wrote books on gnosticism, hermetic philosophy and the origins of Christianity. 

One of the important works associated with him is Pistis Sophia - a Gnostic Miscellany published in 1896. This work was discovered about the middle of the 18th century and Mead was the first to render it into English from the Latin translation. Prior to its publication as a book about one half was serialised in Lucifer, and Blavatsky made comments equal to about 40 pages in that magazine. Lucifer started with Blavatsky and Mabel Collins as editors in 1887, and Mead and Annie Besant were editors after Blavatsky’s death in 1891. Mead’s output was substantial. From 1909 to 1930 he was editor of The Quest - the scholarly journal of The Quest Society which aimed to ‘seek for spiritual values in religion, philosophy, science, literature and art’. He died in 1933.

Other works by Mead, as author or translator, held in The Campbell Theosophical Research Library:

Apollonuis of Tyana - The philosopher-reformer of the 1st century AD. A critical study of his life, 1901;

Did Jesus Live 100 BC? - an enquiry into the Talmud Jesus stories. A study of Christian origins, 1903;

The Doctrine of the Subtle Body in Western Tradition - outline of what philosophers thought and Christians taught on the subject, 1919;

Echoes from the Gnosis: vol. V - The Mysteries of Mithra, 1907, and vol X - The Hymn of the Robe of Glory, 1908;

Fragments of a Faith Forgotten - short sketches among the Gnostics mainly of the first two centuries. A study of Christian origins, 1900;

The Gnostic Crucifixion;

The Gospels and the Gospel, 1902;

The Hymn of Jesus - translated with comments by Mead, 1907;

Plotinus - the theosophy of the Greeks, 1895;

Simon Magus - the Gnostic Magician;

Thrice Greatest Hermes - studies in Hellenistic Theosophy and Gnosis, vols. 1-3, 1906;

The Upanishads - vols. 1 and 2, 1896;

The World-Mystery - four comparative studies in general theosophy, 2nd ed., 1907.

