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If you like
The Philosophy of Stars,
you’ll love Scepticism Inc.

 


What the Newspapers think
of Bo Fowler’s Scepticism
Inc.:

 


“Scepticism Inc. is a
venomously intelligent and funny novel with a richly European
combination of whimsy and seriousness… this book’s rare pleasure is
that, as well as numerous running gags, it boasts a wealth of
conceptual and structural jokes… If Nietzsche had written a novel,
it would probably have some of the flavor of Bo Fowler’s ambitious
debut.”

THE GUARDIAN

 


“Beguiling, humane and
very funny… Scepticism Inc.’s narrative slipperiness and sly humor
reminded me of Slaughterhouse-Five…this is a serious satire on
belief and the desire to believe which surprises and
delights.”

TIME OUT

 


“A wildly inventive and
funny novel”

THE BIG ISSUE

 


“A very funny
novel”

THE MAIL ON SUNDAY

 


“An ambitious, daredevil
satire”

THE INDEPENDENT

 


“Scepticism Inc. is a kind
of Nietzsche for beginners… refreshingly quick-witted; easy to read
and easy to please, with thought-provoking ideas.”

THE OBSERVER

 


“Fowler’s account of one
man and his trolley against the zealots is a shaggy dog story of
cosmic proportions. This outrageous irreligious first novel
launches an exciting new talent upon the world. Dare I say it, I
have great faith in him.’

THE LITERARY REVIEW

 


Online praise for Bo
Fowler’s Skepticism
Inc.:

 


FIVE STARS “Good to the last page?
Especially the last page. Too many books end with an anticlimactic
'by the same author' burble chore, but not this one. The author's
note had me in stitches.

Throughout the book, I was delighted
by the farcical situations, the lovable, flawed hero and the tight
narrative style.

Stop thinking about ordering a copy of
this book, and just do it. Order this book… you could have a
life-changing experience... or at least a very good
laugh.

I have a proposal: we should bulk-buy
a million or more copies of this book, and distribute it widely.
Ideally, in every hotel and motel throughout the world, next to the
Gideon bible, there would be a copy of Skepticism, Inc. It might
make the world a better place. Aloha.”

 


FIVE STARS “Thoroughly entertaining,
and thought provoking! stands up to reading time and time again.
Generally fantastic book!”

 


 FIVE
STARS “I completely disagree with the reviews comparing this writer
to Vonnegut - this is in a whole new and exciting league. Fowler
should be judged by his own merit. The writer and the writing are
intelligent, yet not pompous, quick and original. The book reads
like a thriller, but contains tidbits of philosophical ideas,
served fresh and easy to digest. I thought it was going to be just
a quick summery read - NOT! It was one of the fullest and most fun
reading experiences I've had this year. Good going Fowler, I'm
running to the shops to get your next one...”




FIVE STARS “This is truly the book
that ink has been crying out to describe, the book that pulped
trees have been longing to have stamped into their flattened
essences, that the human eye has been lost without.”




FIVE STARS “This is quite probably the
best book every written. That is of course, a ridiculous statement,
but such is the inescapable farce the book kicks up around the
reader, it seems, for the duration of the read, entirely true. Is
it deep philosophy? No. Is it high-art? Not really. Is it horribly,
limb aching, head hurtingly funny? Yes. Yes it is. If you like
funny books of any sort, especially ones that are intelligent (if
not exactly stretching - but that's not really the point now, is
it?) then go and pick this up, or suffer the eternal
consequences.”

 


FIVE STARS “Ever thought anything
about religion ever? Read this book. More important than the Bible
(probably). This is a totally irreverent novel about a sentient
shopping trolley, a man who sets up a Metaphysical Betting Shop
through which religious people can bet on their faith and who ends
up becoming the world's richest man, and his beautiful female
nemesis.

If this book took more targeted
attacks at specific religions and religious leaders then it would
have gained an incredible notoriety and possibly a fatwa or two.
But as it is its intelligent breadth kept it under the radar. If
you've ever given any thought to religion in any way, whether
you're religious or not, you should read this book- you'll enjoy it
and be challenged by it. Excellent stuff.”




FIVE STARS “This book constantly makes
me laugh, no matter how many times I read it! All the aspects that
this book brings forth, from the human mind, is a revelation of
comedy.

The characters are real, the
situations, however fantastic and melodiously comic, are plausibly
possible. If you don't read philosophy, you might find some parts
of it a bit confusing, but even the illiterate will just love the
slapstick comic moments. A massively wondrous book. Read it, buy
it, and marry it!”

 


FIVE STARS “Extremely surreal, funny
and strangely gripping. You won't be able to put this down, except
to wipe the tears from your eyes. This is a superb play on human
nature and faith, combined with a central character who turns out
to be a shopping trolley.

Don't read this in public, people
think you have gone mad when you keep bursting out with
laughter.”

 


FIVE STARS “I avoided this book for
ages as I thought the conceit too self- consciously off-beat. Boy,
was I wrong. I absolutely adored it. So funny, so sweet: I'm going
to try and get my devoted catholic mother to read it… Highly
recommended, especially if you like Kurt Vonnegut (which you
should).”




 FIVE
STARS “A perfect book for the trainee Atheist. Very, very funny,
but with a serious point to it as well. I certainly agree with the
other reviewer - the world would be a much better place if everyone
read this book. It's also true that whilst at school we all learn
about the major beliefs in the world, there is one belief that gets
consistently overlooked - the belief that there is no God. This
book provides some memorable moments and some great entertainment.
A superb Christmas present for any fundamentalists in your
family.”

 


FIVE STARS “The world would be a
better place if everyone read this book. Religion in the modern
world is turned inside out by a witty, clever story with very
likeable characters. Even the narrator, a shopping trolley with an
advanced computer program containing a fault (the belief in God),
is extremely likeable. I would definitely put this book on the
school curriculum.”




FIVE STARS “This is one of the
funniest books I've ever read. It is also a very unusual, odd book,
and is very easy to read. In fact, I keep an extra copy around,
that I keep lending to people. I eagerly await the author's next
book. In addition to being a really enjoyable read, the book does
have a message -- one that not everyone will appreciate. A person
of strong faith and a sense of humor, will be able to smile at the
fun the author pokes at religion. Those with little faith, and no
funny bone would attack it. Highly recommended.”




FIVE STARS “First off, I don't give
five stars. Except here. And its not because this is the finest
piece of literature I have ever read. It's just a very good, very
funny book with a great deal of heart. Scepticism, Inc. is a look
at the ways in which religion makes people act and manifests itself
in society. Through farcical extremes, Fowler puts religion and
human nature under a microscope. And its funny...and true. It's
very hard to review something like this without giving away the
magic. It's not for everyone - those with strict religious beliefs
might not appreciate the fun Fowler pokes, but for those with open
minds (or even those with closed minds with good senses of humor),
Scepticism Inc is worth the read.”

 


 FIVE
STARS “The various descriptions of satire, parable, rant, etc.
don't do justice to what is an inventive lampooning of hypocrisy.
Do not read this book if you are unwilling to openly face the
behavior of the world's religions. Fowler takes on all of them.
What's not to like about a shopping cart seeking the meaning to
life? This is a very funny book with a deep message.”

 


FIVE STARS “For those who appreciate
Kurt Vonnegut's musings, Fowler is a must. His writing style and
sense of humor are clearly reminiscent of Vonnegut's, but with a
bit more of an optimistic slant. In addition to the humor in his
writing (which is sharp and laugh-out-loud funny), Fowler has a
knack for making his readers stop and think about the world around
them and their role in it (to, "put their money where their
metaphysics are," as one of the book's protagonists would say) --
without being at all preachy or over-bearing. I have recommended
this thought-provoking, hilarious book to many friends already and
recommend it whole-heartedly to my fellow... users as
well.”




FIVE STARS “Excellent...a brilliant
and brilliantly readable book looking at the only question that
really matters.”
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Jung saw the night sky as
the most suitable region for man’s projection of unconscious
content

- A Dictionary of Symbols

 


Are there no Moravians in
the Moon, that not a missionary has yet visited this poor pagan
planet of ours to civilize civilization and christianize
Christendom?

- Herman Melville

 


He who sits in Heaven
laughs

- Psalm II


 


 


 


Most books are dedicated to a
person.

 


This book is dedicated to an
idea.


 


 


 


Twinkle, twinkle little
star

O what ramifications flow
from what you are!


Part One

 


 


Aream Theologorum Perussit Sict
Fulmen

 


(It Fell Like A Bomb Into The
Playground Of The Theologians)


 


 


 


1

 


In the middle of nowhere in particular
there was a little church that’s spire was so tall it would have
poked God in his iridescent eye.

 


If there had been a God.

 


2

 


Next to the little church in the
middle of nowhere in particular were some olive groves and a friary
that made Glow-In The-Dark-Crucifixes for the glory of
God.

 


The friary made over a thousand
Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifixes a week which was impressive as just six
friars lived there.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

Engraved over the entrance to the
friary were the words:

 


SMILE, JESUS LOVES YOU

 


3

 


The Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifixes were
collected every Saturday and ended up on sale in places like
Lourdes, Medjugorje and Vatican City.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

Some of the
Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifixes made in the friary next to the little
church in the middle of nowhere in particular ended up in the Holy
Land itself.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

Six times a day production of
Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifixes was stopped and the friars prayed in
the little church in the middle of nowhere in
particular.

 


4

 


Father Herbert had been in charge of
the friary for as long as anyone could remember. He was 301* years
old and prided himself on the amount of Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifixes
his little community produced. Father Herbert had a chart on the
wall of his study showing weekly production figures.

 


* The ages of all the
characters in this novel have been calculated using Biblical
chronology. Biblical chronology was devised in 1833 by devout
Christians to explain the longevity of such Biblical characters as
Moses and Methuselah.

In Biblical chronology
there are only three months to a year instead of the normal
twelve.

 


The friary was the most productive in
the Franciscan Order and Father Herbert saw himself as a Henry T.
Ford who made Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifixes for the glory of
God.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

Next to the chart on the wall of
Father Herbert’s study was a postcard of Jesus. It was the sort of
postcard that changed when you moved your head just a little. One
minute Jesus was smiling at Father Herbert and the next he was
looking crossly over the friar’s shoulder.

 


5

 


The six friars in the friary next to
the little church in the middle of nowhere in particular didn’t
watch television. Nor did they listen to the radio. They were, for
the love of God, not supposed to pay any attention to news or
current events. They were supposed to think about the Virgin
Mother, the Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, God Almighty and that was
about it.

 


There were signs all over the friary
that said:

 


Let no one dare to ask about

the gossip of the world nor tell
it,

nor speak of trifles or
frivolous

subjects apt to cause
laughter.

 


 


There were other signs that said
simply:

 


Shhhhhhhsss.

 


6

 


Friars had been quietly making
Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifixes in the friary next to the little church
in the middle of nowhere in particular from the late
17th century.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

The Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifixes these
days were white, made of plastic and had ‘Made by Genuine
Franciscan Monks’ proudly embossed on the back. Each little plastic
Christ was about six inches tall and pale green.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

At night, when the friars had all gone
to bed the plastic Christs would glow like crazy.

 


They really would.

 


7

 


Brother Ferdinand (247*) was the
foreman of the crucifix workshop and was always saying that the
Lord’s work was never done.

 


Brother Bernard (340*) painted the
gold relief work on each and every Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifix and
walked with the aid of a crutch.

 


* Biblical
chronology.

 


[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

Brother Bernard’s crutch was
second-hand, came from Lourdes and had stickers on it that said
things like:

 


 


Jesus;

Because Everybody

Needs a Hero

 


or

 


Tougher

than

Nails!

 


or

 


Make Abortion

Illegal

 


or

 


What is missing

in Chr ch?

 


[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

Brother Bernard would sometimes have
‘turns’, during which he would become convinced that the end of the
world had begun.

 


Brother Bernard had medication for
these episodes.

Father Herbert looked after it for
him.

 


8

 


Brother Blachford (303*) poured the
holy plastic while Brother Falzon (210*) carefully glued each
Christ to his cross despite being very nearly blind.

 


* Biblical
chronology.

 


[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

Once the green plastic Christs had
been nailed to each cross, but these days it was cheaper and faster
to glue them.

 


[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

When the Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifixes
were finished Brother Falzon would pack them into cardboard boxes
crossing himself as he did so.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

Printed on the side of each cardboard
box was:

 


^ This Way to Heaven ^

 


9

 


Brother Entwistle (315*) prepared the
food.

 


* Biblical
chronology.

 


Food at the friary was very bland. It
was meant to be. The friars were supposed to think about God not
what they were eating; consequently Brother Entwistle prided
himself on how bad his cooking was.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

When everyone had finished eating the
six friars would go in single file into the kitchen where they all
put on yellow gloves and washed up.

They were supposed to wash up in
silence.

There was a sign on the wall of the
kitchen which said:

 


Shhhhhhhsss

 


10

 


The six friars in the friary next to
the little church in the middle of nowhere in particular wore
sneakers under their robes. Father Herbert had bought them
wholesale. (He had refused to buy Nike as this was the name of a
Pagan Goddess.) Father Herbert and his brothers wore their sneakers
all the time and their feet smelt just terrible.

 


[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

The friars rather liked having smelly
feet, this was all to do with the mortification of the flesh, with
holy people not liking their bodies very much.

 


(Brother Ferdinand, the foreman,
secretly put pin tacks into his sneakers to further suffer for the
sins of the world.)

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

Hatred of the body came from
Gnosticism, a religious movement that flourished in AD 100 and
later incorporated into Christianity. Gnosticism saw anything
physical as downright evil, which is very stupid.

 


Gnostics are very hard people to live
with.

 


11

 


By the main entrance of the friary
next to the little church in the middle of nowhere in particular
was a gift shop.

 


The gift shop sold Holy Bibles, book
marks, Virgin-Mother-Jigsaws, Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifixes and a
collection of mood swinging Jesus Christ postcards.

 


No one had ever bought anything from
the gift shop which was just as well since none of the friars had
any idea how the till machine worked or what on earth to do with a
credit card.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

On windy days Brother Falzon and
Brother Blackford would sometimes fly kites made from
Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifixes and tin foil on a nearby hill the
friars had nicknamed Mount Arat.

 


Once, while flying his crucifix-kite
during a storm, Brother Falzon had been struck by
lightening.

 


He really had.

 


The lightening had struck him in his
left eye.

 


It had hurt like hell.

 


12

 


Every Sunday the six friars would say
Mass in the little church in the middle of nowhere in
particular.

 


They were joined by the little old
ladies from the village nearby. The little old ladies were 500* if
they were a day.

 


* Biblical
chronology.

 


Father Herbert would perform Mass then
clamber into the Stannah Stair Lift, installed some years ago, and,
almost imperceptibly, ascend to the pulpit where he would give a
sermon.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

When he had finished his sermon Father
Herbert would announce the number of Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifixes
made that week and the little old ladies would smile, rustle
plastic bags appreciatively, and waddle out to the accompanying
clanking of walking sticks.

 


13

 


Things had gone on exactly like that
in the friary next to the little church in the middle of nowhere in
particular for as long as anyone could remember.

 


Until one rainy Sunday
morning.

 


14

 


That particular morning the six friars
found a Post-It-Note stuck to the church door when they arrived for
morning prayers.

 


Written on the Post-It-Note in very
small, neat handwriting was this:

 


I

 


Only we insomniacs are free. We
cannot be made to sleep. We cannot help but use our eyes. For us the night sky is
less a view more a point of view, a florescent philosophy,
a frame of mind.

 


We have discovered the New
Gospel: the Telescopic Revelation. The Revelation to end all
Revelations.

We look upon the night sky and see
it for what it is: a terrible blasphemy, which is to say a
terrible truth.

 


Once it was a tragic
mistake to be a Christian now it is

an impossibility. To be a Christian
today is to be a Comedian.

 


After the friars had read the
Post-It-Note stuck to the church door there was a period of
silence.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

Then everyone looked at Father
Herbert.

 


15

 


Father Herbert saw that everyone was
looking at him and wondered what to do. He decided in the end to
peel the Post-It-Note from the door, roll it into a little ball and
toss it in a nearby bin.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

‘Domine, labia mea
aperies: Et os meum annunciabit laudem tuum’ Father Herbert said
when everyone was sitting inside the little church. It meant in a
long dead language; ‘Lord, open my lips; and my mouth will declare
your praise.’ When he had said this the six friars began to
sing.

 


They were just terrible.

 


They knew they were terrible, they
just hoped God would understand.

 


It was, after all, the thought that
counts.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

When the terrible singing had finished
the friars prayed for Jesus, the Pope and the Minister General of
their Order. Last, but not least, they prayed for the production
figures of their Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifixes.

 


Then there was more terrible
singing.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

Some fifteen minutes later the friars
stopped singing terribly.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

Brother Blachford coughed.

 


(This was not part of the service but
might have appeared to be to an innocent bystander.)

 


16

 


Father Herbert’s sermon that day was
on ecumenical matters. He climbed into the Stannah Stair Lift and
made his way to the pulpit.

 


When, finally, he got there he told a
joke.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

The joke went like this:

 


‘How many Protestants does
it take to screw in a light bulb?’

‘I don’t know, how many
Protestants does it take to screw in a light bulb?’

‘None, they are all in
eternal darkness.’

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

When Father Herbert’s sermon on
ecumenical matters was over he announced the number of
Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifixes made that week and the little old
ladies smiled, crossed themselves and rustled their plastic bags in
appreciation.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

After that it was time for lunch which
consisted that day of nothing at all.

 


This was called fasting.

 


When the six friars had finished
fasting for lunch they went in single file into the kitchen and
washed up the empty plates they hadn’t eaten anything
off.

 


17

 


On Monday, with his brothers hard at
work, Father Herbert occupied himself in the library with an
enormous copy of The lives of the Saints reading about the
life of the founder of the Franciscans, St. Francis of
Assisi.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

Father Herbert had a thing for St.
Francis. St. Francis was Father Herbert’s Elvis Presley.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

As for St. Francis himself, he had had
a thing for animals.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

Saints, like Gnostics and Rock Stars
are hard people to live with.

 


18

 


St. Francis had been born in the city
of Assisi in 1118.

 


His father had been a successful cloth
merchant, his mother, a fervent and devout Catholic.

 


St. Francis’s youth was not what one
might expect for a future saint. He drank like a fish, partied into
the early hours, serenaded scores of young ladies and never set
foot inside a church. To begin with St. Francis was something of a
playboy.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

At the age of eighty four* St.
Francis, overcome with terrible boredom, decided he would become a
heroic knight and perform feats of gallantry; he went to fight in
the war then raging between the cities of Assisi and Perugia. St.
Francis was a very bad knight, in his very first action he fell off
his horse, hit his head and was taken prisoner.

 


* Biblical
chronology.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

Conditions in the Perugian prison St.
Francis was thrown into were horrendous. St. Francis’ spirits
however were high, he told his fellow captives that he would one
day be honoured by the entire world. His fellow captors told St.
Francis to get the bump on his head seen to the moment he got
out.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

St. Francis was eventually released
and returned to Assisi, where he started to have dizzy spells
caused by his fall and found that he could only say his parents’
names backward. St. Francis insisted that there was nothing
seriously wrong and set off to fight in another war, this time
between the cities of Assisi and Apulia. His father’s advice being
not to fall off his horse this time.
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With these words ringing in his ears
St. Francis set off, on what was to be his road to
Damascus.
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On Tuesday it poured with rain and
Father Herbert and his five brothers found another Post-It-Note on
the door of the little church.

 


Written on it was this:

 


II

 


Philosophy is the art of
staying awake.

 


Religion is the art of sleep, the
studied capacity to ignore reality, to turn one’s nose up at
things-as-they-are, treating reality as if it simply was not
there.

 


The child of the philosopher, the
scientist, looks, peers on his tiptoe, squints as far as he is able
- the religious man denies the existence not merely of the universe
but of eyes.

 


Man has sided with the religious
man, has chosen ‘ignorance’, willed
himself not to look, not to think. Consequence of this immorality? His philosophy
is four hundred light years behind his astronomy, his world-view:
mediaeval, provincial, parochial, Aristotelian.

 


A little later the friars sung
terribly again for the glory of God then prayed.

 


They prayed for Jesus, the Pope and
the Head of their Order. They prayed for their production figures
and last, but not least, they prayed for whoever it was leaving the
curious Post-It-Notes on the door of the little church in the
middle of nowhere in particular.
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Not far from Assisi St. Francis began
to have second thoughts about being a heroic knight. He told the
others he was travelling with that he needed to pee and that he
would catch them up.
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It was then that St. Francis had the
first of what would be numerous visions. In the vision God told St.
Francis to return to Assisi where he would contact him again and
tell him what he must do.

 


Then God told St. Francis to put his
willie away and wash his hands.
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St. Francis returned to Assisi where
everyone, including his loving parents, concluded that he was a
coward, a chicken, a yellow-belly and so on and so
forth.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

‘Am I glad to see you’
said St. Francis when God appeared in another vision a day
later.

‘Francis’ God said ‘come
and follow me.’

‘Sure’ said St. Francis
who didn’t have anything better to do now that all his friends had
disowned him for being a coward, a chicken, a yellow-belly and so
on.

 


Then God told St. Francis once again
to put his willie away and wash his hands.
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St. Francis locked himself in his room
and prayed non-stop for days.

 


‘Not only is my son a
coward, he’s turned into a loon as well’ said St. Francis’s father
in despair.

 


A few days later St. Francis moved out
of his parent’s house and took to living in a grotto and eating
uncooked pasta. Even his mother, who was deeply religious, became a
little worried at this stage.
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It was raining on Thursday when the
friars found the next Post-It-Note.

 


III

 


Some ideas are so vast in
their implication, so grand in their scale they can be lost from
view, taking up the whole field of vision, the entire canopy of
sky.

 


We are concerned here with such an
idea – an idea startling, wondrous and ‘a
thousand times accursed’, a philosophical-revolutionary
idea, that, once grasped, precipitates a revaluation of all
things.

 


None of the friars, of course, had any
idea what the Post-It-Note was going on about.

 


They didn’t have a clue.
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On Saturday, two friars in their white
van came to collect that week’s Crucifix production. They parked
next to a little door opposite the workshop that had the
words:

 


‘GOODS

ENTRANCE ONLY’

 


painted on it but someone had rubbed
off one of the O’s so that now it read:

 


 


[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_m64da17f3.jpg]

 


The boxes of
Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifixes were loaded into the van, while Father
Herbert said a little prayer.
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That night, under the stars, as he
brushed his teeth Father Herbert thought about the Post-It-Notes
and sensed that a great mystery was before him…

 


…a mystery in someway
entwined with himself.
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One day, while nibbling on some
Fusilli St. Francis bumped into a leaper. At first, St. Francis
turned away from the poor creature. Then he took the leaper in his
arms and kissed him on the left cheek which was less covered in
infectious sores than the right.
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Little Francis was well and truly on
his way to becoming a saint.
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On Sunday the friars prayed and sung
terribly to God.

At eleven the old ladies arrived for
Mass and Father Herbert, as always, gave a sermon.
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Father Herbert’s sermon that day was
on hermits.

He started by telling his congregation
that in Egypt in AD400 there were more hermits in the desert than
there were people in the towns.

 


It was perfectly true.
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Hermits, like Saints, Gnostics and
Rock Stars are very hard people to live with.
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On Monday there was more rain and
another Post-It-Note.

 


IV

 


The cause of Man’s myopia?
His wilful refusal to use his eyes?

In a word; egocentricity.
In another word; religion.

 


Man - an infinitesimally
small being with an infinitely large pride.

 


What is it that we wage war
against? Arrogance. For what is Christianity but arrogance gone
mad, a doing away of any sense of perceptive, any comprehension of
the true?

 


Who possibly needs another
reason to reject Christianity?

 


The Christian.

 


At eleven Brother Ferdinand came to
see Father Herbert. Something would have to be done about the
Post-It-Notes he said.

Father Herbert agreed.

 


‘The Lord’s work is never
done’ added Brother Ferdinand making his way back to the
workshop.

Father Herbert once more
agreed.
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While praying in the abandoned Church
of San Daminao, a few days after his kissing of the leaper, God
again spoke to St. Francis. ‘Repair my House, which is falling into
ruins’ God said.
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St. Francis took God literally and set
about single handily rebuilding the derelict church in which he was
kneeling.

 


When he had rebuilt that Church he
started on St. Peter’s which was just down the road. After St.
Peters he worked on St. Mary’s della Portiula. St. Francis was a
worse builder than he had been a knight. Every church he ‘repaired’
collapsed soon afterward.
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‘Now he’s repairing
disused churches for Christ sake!’ said St. Francis’ father the
laughing stock of Assisi on account of the holy antics of his son.
St. Francis’ father dragged him home, locked him in the cellar and
refused to let him out until he had promised to quit mucking about
with ruined churches.

St. Francis of course refused. He
remained defiant under the stairs for nearly a week, his
compassionate mother slipping spaghetti under the door of the
cellar.

 


At his wits’ end St. Francis’ father
went to the authorities and asked for help. St. Francis was brought
before the City Councillors. The people of Assisi gathered to see
what

 


would happen. St. Francis publicly
renounced his father, insisting that his only father was God in
Heaven. St. Francis then stripped naked and the people of Assisi
stared at the future saint’s private parts.
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A period of silence
followed.

 


It was a profound act, symbolic of St.
Francis’ complete abandonment of the world.

 


St. Francis had really lost
it.
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On Wednesday there was another
Post-It-Note.

 


V

 


Who has made man desire
not to look? Our antitheists; the theologians, the Arch Deceivers,
the Latin Liars.

 


The theologians loath the
stars because of what they are, what flows inexorably from them,
their secret meaning.

 


The theologians have
maintained in their infamy for more than seven hundred years that
the Earth is the centre of the universe and the stars are stuck
on.

 


This lie about the sky
made man God’s sole concern.

Thus man ‘saw’ himself
unique and central, his place in the universe synonymous with his
heavenly importance.

 


That night when everyone else had gone
to bed and the stars rolled in stupendous splendour overhead Father
Herbert tiptoed to the main gate and checked it was
locked.

(Which it was.)
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On the feast of St. Matthias the still
naked St. Francis attended Mass at St. Mary’s della Portiula, one
of the many churches he had ‘repaired.’

 


Halfway through the service the roof
caved in killing eight people.
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St. Francis, not seriously injured,
realized that he had misunderstood God’s instructions to rebuild
the church. God had meant for him to rebuild the Church spiritually
not physically.
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St. Francis began preaching the very
next day.

 


He preached all over Assisi. People
told him to go away, they told him that they had heard it all
before, they told him that he had lost his mind and that he ought
to put some clothes on. Undeterred and undressed St. Francis went
on preaching. Children threw shit of all shapes and sizes at
him.
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A week later to everyone’s amazement
St. Francis acquired a follower, one Bernard of Quintaualle, who,
on the insistence of St. Francis, gave away all he owned in the
Piazza San Giorgio and then had shit of all shapes and sizes thrown
at him.
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After morning prayers Father Herbert
called a Chapter Meeting in the dining room to discuss the
Post-It-Notes.
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It was the first Chapter Meeting in
absolutely ages.
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Brother Ferdinand suggested they stay
up all night and spy on the church door from the kitchen
window.

The other friars agreed and so, that
evening, when they should have gone to bed, the six men of God
instead positioned themselves at the kitchen window each with a cup
of coco and a tartan blanket.

 


While the friars waited for something
to happen the multitudinous stars twinkled silently above
them.
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The six friars stayed up all night but
saw nothing. The same thing happened the next night and the night
after that.

 


31

 


Father Herbert’s sermon that Sunday
was about God working in mysterious ways.

 


In Matthew 13, Father Herbert pointed
out, Jesus had fed five thousand with five loaves and two fish,
then a few days later, according to Matthew 32 he had fed four
thousand with seven loaves and a few small fish.

 


Why had Jesus fed more people with
less food? What did it mean? Father Herbert didn’t know.

 


He didn’t have a clue.
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On Monday Brother Ferdinand woke to
find his brother friars asleep at the kitchen window and another
Post-It-Note stuck to the door of the little church.

 


VI

 


Then something terrible
happened:

The telescope was invented
and the night sky fell in.

 


The Earth’s uniqueness, it’s
centrality, ‘proven’ by the theologians was revealed in a single night to be a stupid lie and in
its place there opened up a vast expanse of space and a myriad
infinitude of stars.

 


Man was suddenly not at the
centre but among the throng his world no different from the other
worlds – he was adrift in a great sea.

 


How the theologians wept
when they heard what had happened.

‘Send in the inquisitors!’
they shouted.

(Livelihoods were at stake
after all, and in the last analysis metaphysics is all about the
bottom dollar.)

 


The Pope duly denounced as
heresy the telescopic truth.

 


That night the friars once more
gathered in the kitchen adamant that they would not doze off this
time. They drank their coco and stared at the stars above
them.

 


Even brother Falzon looked, though
after being struck by lightening, he could hardly see the cypress
trees on the Mount Arat let alone the stars spinning billions upon
billions of miles away.
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In the summer of 1210 Pope Innocent
III had two dreams. The contents of the first dream was never known
because the Pope forgot it when he woke up, as sometimes
happens.

The Pope’s second dream was about the
great Church of St. John Lateran slowly falling to pieces. The Pope
cried out in his dream but no one did anything and the church
continued to sway and shake.

And then a little man appeared in the
dream waved at the Pope, stepped forward, clasped the church with
his hands and immediately the church stopped swaying.
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The Pope woke up. His cardinals
insisted it was all to do with something he had eaten the night
before. Pope Innocent III was not so sure. The man he had seen in
his dream bore a passing resemblance to the remarkably short St.
Francis.
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More and more people gave away their
belongings and became followers of St. Francis. With the Pope’s
blessing St. Francis sent his brothers all over Italy.

 


Their numbers swelled and the
Franciscans, as they were now called, were forced to move to a
larger church, the church of St. Mary of the Angels which they
borrowed from some Benedictines.
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Father Herbert and his brothers kept
to their nocturnal vigil until it became clear that crucifixion
production was being adversely affected.
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A few days later the friars found two
Post-It-Notes stuck to the church door.

 


VII

 


Once the theologians had banned
anyone from looking through the telescope they went on
insisting, (Knowing full well that it was
false) that the Earth was the centre of the universe and the
stars stuck on.

 


The weight of the entire cosmos was
in violent opposition to them and yet they persisted, through sheer
force of will, as though nothing had
happened.

 


Surely though the game was
up – the stars were out of the bag - the Great Deception was
over.

 


… and yet miraculously… it was as if nothing had happened; men
did not stop believing the lie about the sky and everything else
the Theologians spouted.

 


Why? Because men wanted to believe, chose not to use their eyes, chose
‘not to look’.

 


The edifice of
Christianity had not come crashing down, as the theologians had
feared, after the invention of the telescope… it remained propped
up by man’s vanity, his ‘willed’ ignorance.
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St. Francis’ desire to save souls knew
no bounds and he decided one day to travel to the Middle East,
believing that the infidel had only to be shown the errors of his
ways to convert to Christianity. St. Francis set sail for Egypt
with absolutely no money, no provisions and no plan
whatsoever.

 


St. Francis’ first attempt to cross
the Mediterranean failed after a storm ran his ship
aground.
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St. Francis’ second attempt met with
even less success. He fell off his horse on the way to the coast,
and had to spend four months recuperating in bed.
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On his third attempt to cross the
Mediterranean St Francis became so violently seasick he had to be
taken off the boat before it had even left port.
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On the forth attempt St. Francis
finally succeeded in crossing the Mediterranean. Once on dry land
he praised the Lord then attempted to convert the Sultan of
Egypt.

The Sultan told St. Francis to go away
and bother someone else or be beheaded.
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St. Francis promptly returned to Italy
aglow with the love of Jesus.
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Undeterred by his own experience, St.
Francis sent his brothers to preach to the heathen. Hundreds,
thousands set off on these difficult expeditions to countries they
knew absolutely nothing about. They took neither money or
provisions.

Rather they put their faith in St.
Francis and God.

 


They perished.
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Father Herbert’s sermon that week was
on Christopher Columbus.
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Father Herbert’s sermon included a
little known fact.

 


The fact was this:

 


Christopher Columbus had ‘found’
America having set sail in search of a faster way to the East
primarily so that Christian missionaries could evangelise the
pagans that lived there in time for the End of the
World.
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When Father Herbert’s sermon was over
and the old ladies had left another Chapter Meeting was called to
discuss the Post-It-Notes.
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Brother Ferdinand suggested Father
Herbert contact the ‘appropriate authorities’ and when the Chapter
Meeting was over Father Herbert went to his study and called the
police but it was a Sunday and no one was in.
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That night, while he looked up out of
his little window at the stars Father Herbert thought he saw a
shooting star.
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Immediately after morning prayers the
next day Father Herbert went to his study and tried the police once
more.

 


He told the policeman who answered all
about the Post-It-Notes.

 


The policeman went to talk to his
superior.

 


Father Herbert waited patiently. He
looked at the postcard of Jesus on the wall of his study that
changed when he moved his head a little. Then he looked out of his
window.

 


It was raining.
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The policeman came back on to the
phone and said that there was unfortunately nothing they could do
since technically no crime had been committed.

 


Father Herbert thanked the policeman
for his time and hung up.
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Then he said a prayer.

 


The prayer went like this:

 


‘Lord, I am a bicycle, but
my tyres are flat, blow me with the breath of the spirit and ride
me!’
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Father Herbert had first heard this
prayer as a missionary in Africa.
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St. Francis had had a thing for
animals.
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There are lots of stories of St.
Francis doing funny things with animals.

 


One time St. Francis tamed a ferocious
wolf terrorizing a town near Assisi. Apparently St. Francis and the
wolf sat down on a rock and had a chat. St. Francis informed the
wolf that men were made in God’s image and that consequently it was
very, very wrong to eat them.

The wolf said that he hadn’t realized
but that now that he knew he felt just dreadful about all the
people he had eaten and promised the little saint that he wouldn’t
eat any more.
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Another time St. Francis was given a
lamb by a pious farmer. The lamb soon became St. Francis’ best
friend.

 


‘Brother Lamb’ would even
join St. Francis in prayer, praising the Lord with its
bleating.
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Although St. Francis and ‘Brother
Lamb’ loved each other and would sleep together at night there was
never any hanky-panky.

 


I just thought I should say
that.

 


40

 


The next morning it rained and Father
Herbert and his brothers found two more Post-It-Notes.

 


VIII

 


Why were the telescopic
discoveries so detested by the theologians?

 


For surely whether the Sun
circled the Earth or the Earth the Sun or whether the stars were
stuck on or not the certainty remained that God had created only
one human race. This cardinal dogma, on which depended the
Christian’s whole conception of himself, was unthreatened by the
telescopic truth that he was no longer at the physical centre of
the universe.

 


The theologians detest astronomy
for at its heart lies the most momentous of facts: The Sun is a star.

 


What follows? Why
tribulation, religious annihilation.

 


For if the Sun is a star
…then stars are Suns.

 


How the theologians rage
and tremble before this terrible syllogism.

 


Father Herbert and his friars wondered
what the Post-It-Notes were going on about.

 


They still hadn’t the slightest
idea.
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At Christmas time 1223 St. Francis
told his brothers to bring some straw, an ox and an ass and follow
him up a nearby mountain.

His brothers thought their holy father
had lost it. They followed him anyway for what else could they
do?

Local farmers, bored out of their
minds, followed the friars following St. Francis up the
mountain.
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In an entrance to a cave St. Francis
told his brothers to lay the straw down and to place the ox and the
ass on the straw.
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Everyone wondered what was going to
happen next.

 


A few of the brothers, who knew about
St. Francis’ thing for animals, feared for the worst.

 


St. Francis took out from under his
habit a small log on which he had painted what looked like the face
of a

 


deformed human. ‘Behold’ he said ‘the
Babe of Bethlehem!’.

 


‘Oooooh’ said everyone
else gathered up the mountain.

 


St. Francis had invented the model
nativity.
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For months afterward people from far
and wide queued so that they too could see a bit of wood resting on
a heap of straw.

 


Wonders never cease.
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That night, while he looked up out of
his little window at the stars, Father Herbert suddenly grasped the
importance of the syllogism in that morning’s Post-It-Note: if the
stars were suns then like the sun they too could have planets,
worlds, in orbit about them.

 


Father Herbert had absolutely no idea
how this had popped into his holy little head.
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The next day Father Herbert called
another Chapter Meeting and proudly explained to his brothers his
realization of the night before. After that a new plan of action in
relation to the problem of the Post-It-Notes was agreed.

 


When the Chapter Meeting was over
Father Herbert went to his study and looked through the friary’s
telephone directory.
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The friary’s telephone directory was
so out of date it wasn’t funny.
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On Thursday two builders in blue
overalls arrived and replaced the lock on the main gate and put
barbed wire around the outer walls of the friary.

 


The work was finished by the time the
friars came out of the little church following evening prayers and
the stars had just begun to appear in the enormous vaulted
sky.
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As the friars headed off to bed
Brother Blachford quietly informed Father Herbert that there was no
mention of other worlds in the Bible. He had checked.
Twice.

 


Father Herbert told him to check
again, to be sure.
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A year after St. Francis had come up
with the idea of the model nativity scene the faithful were
clamouring for something new to marvel at. So St. Francis decided
to climb the mountain again and pray to God for some new
gimmick.
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While he was up the mountain praying
St. Francis had a very peculiar vision. He saw an angel with six
fiery wings descend from the clouds.

 


St. Francis was so overcome with
emotion and religious ecstasy at this point that he stumbled, lost
his holy footing and fell off the mountain.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

When St. Francis regained
consciousness at the bottom of the mountain his hands and feet were
bleeding profusely from his fall. In tremendous pain he limped back
to the friary.
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When his brothers saw St. Francis they
exclaimed in awe how similar his wounds were to those of the
crucified Christ.
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On Friday Brother Bernard had one of
his turns.

 


He had been in the workshop painting
away when he had suddenly stopped and started shouting ‘Christ has
come! Christ has come!’
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Brother Bernard had been waiting for
The-End-of-the-World all his life.

 


He was, to be honest, rather tied of
waiting for The-End-of -the-World.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

Christians like Brother Bernard had
been waiting for Armageddon and everything for over two thousand
years – which is a long time for anyone to have to wait for
anything.
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Brother Falzon was sent to get Father
Herbert who soon sedated poor Brother Bernard saying as he did so
that no

 


one knew when the Son of Man would
return and quoting from Matthew chapter 24 verse 26.
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St. Francis was never really the same
after his fall down the mountain and the resulting ‘Stigmata’. He
had lost miraculous amounts of blood and his wounds caused him
terrible suffering. As he walked to and from church he would
shout:

‘Jesus! Jesus!
Jesus!’
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To reduce the pain St. Francis started
to go everywhere on the back of his beloved ‘Brother Lamb’.
Tragically after a week of this the animal collapsed and died. St.
Francis was heart broken, although there had never been any
hanky-panky between the two, as I have already stated.
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On Saturday Father Hebert spent the
morning reading his Bible.
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Father Herbert’s Bible had
semi-translucent paper which looked and felt a lot like toilet
paper. Father Herbert like

 


Brother Blackford, was looking for any
mention of other worlds.
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When the white van drove up to the
little church in the middle of nowhere in particular that day the
two friars inside thought because of all the barbed wire, that they
had taken a wrong turn somewhere.
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When all the
Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifixes had been loaded, the white van drove
off into the rain and the six friars went back inside their friary
which now looked a lot like Colditz.

 


As they did so Brother Blackford asked
Father Herbert what the Post-It-Notes meant.

 


Father Herbert after a little while
said that he didn’t know.
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After that Father Herbert went to his
study and read Deuteronomy, then he read Joshua.
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Towards the end of his life St.
Francis took up poetry. It was not easy for him because of his
stigmata and his total and complete lack of talent.

St. Francis only ever wrote one poem
entitled The Canticle of the Creatures.

 


Catholic commentators fall over
themselves to rave about St. Francis’ one poem; Valentino Turetta
describes it as ‘the most lovely lyric of religious inspiration
the world ever heard.’ Stefano Ignudi regarded it as ‘the
beginning of our Italian poetry.’ Alexandre Masseron feels that
it must rank beside the poetry of Dante.

 


This is all complete nonsense, as
anyone who actually reads St. Francis’ poem, can see.

 


The Canticle of the
Creatures

 


Most High, Omnipotent Good
Lord.

Yours the praise, glory,
honour blessings all.

To you alone, Most High, do
they belong.

And no man is worthy to
mention you.

 


Be praised, my Lord, with
all your creatures.

Especially Sir Brother
Sun.

Who illuminates the day for
us

And is beautiful and
radiant with great splendour

And of you, Most High, he
is signification

 


Be praised, my lord, for
Brother Wind and Air,

For cloudy, clear and every
kind of weather

By which your creature you
sustain

 


Be praised, my Lord, for
sister water,

So very useful, humble,
precious and chaste

 


Be praised, my Lord, for
Brother Fire

Through which you brighten
up the night

 


And so on. You get the
idea.

 


It would be funny if it were not so
bad.
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Father Herbert’s sermon that Sunday
was on earthquakes and why God allowed them to happen.

 


High up in the pulpit Father Herbert
had used a flip chart.
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Father Herbert had witnessed an
earthquake himself.

 


It was something, like his time as a
missionary in Africa, that he didn’t like to talk about.
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When Father Herbert had finished his
sermon on earthquakes he announced the number of
Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifixes made that week and, as always, the
little old ladies clapped, beamed and rustled their plastic bags
appreciatively.

 


When the old ladies had gone Father
Herbert returned to his Bible.
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By bedtime he had reached the Acts of
the Apostles.
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On Monday there was a light drizzle
and another two Post-It-Notes on the door of the little church in
the middle of nowhere in particular.

 


IX

 


The theologians despise
astronomy because it inexorably leads to the philosophical
revolutionary idea; of other worlds and other beings.

 


This idea, of sentient
life elsewhere in space, is infinity more disastrous for
Christianity than the mere decentralising of the Earth.

 


It poses exquisite holy
headaches. Such vast and terrible implications follow in its
wake.

 


In essence it challenges
Man’s uniqueness, for how could he be the pinnacle of Creation, if
a plurality of worlds exist? How can the heavens be made for Man if
other worlds have their own inhabitants?

 


The plurality of worlds: a
theological bombshell that calls all into doubt.

 


Following morning prayers Brother
Blachford came to see Father Herbert. He had double checked there
was defiantely no mention of other worlds in the Bible.

 


Father Herbert changed the subject by
pointing at the chart on the wall showing the weekly production
figures of Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifixes.

 


When Brother Blachford had gone Father
Herbert returned to his Bible.
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Two hours later Father Herbert
stopped. He had read the whole thing and, just as Brother Blachford
had said, there was not a single reference to other worlds in any
of it’s tissue thin, semi-transparent pages.

 


Father Herbert wondered what it
meant.
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St. Francis’ condition deteriorated
after finishing his one and only terrible poem. He spent his last
days evangelizing in the towns and villages around Assisi on the
back of a donkey.
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When he was told his death was near
St. Francis shouted ‘Welcome sister death!’ and fell off the
donkey.
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St. Francis died completely naked (he
had wanted it that way) on the 3rd October
1226.

 


He was buried next to his ‘Brother
Lamb.’
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The next day, when morning prayers
were over, Father Herbert went to the friary’s library to see what
modern theologians had to say on the matter of other
worlds.

 


First he looked through a book
entitled Christian Doctrine, then Ground Work of
Theology then Studies in Theology. Then he thumbed his
way through A Theological Glossary then Fundamental
Theology Volumes 1 and 2.

 


Father Herbert found absolutely
nothing in any of these works on other worlds. Next he looked
through the pages of a huge book entitled the Historical
Dictionary of Catholicism.

The Historical Dictionary of
Catholicism made no mention of other worlds, the nearest word
was ‘Orthodoxy’, which meant in Greek, as Father Herbert already
knew, ‘right opinion’.

Father Herbert then looked under E for
extraterrestrial, the closest he got was Exorcism, Excommunication
and Extreme Unction, which was the Anointing of the
Sick.

 


Bored, Father Herbert looked up
‘Heresy’, which meant in original Greek ‘choice’. Father Herbert
was about to get even more side-tracked by looking up the word
Apostasy when the lights flickered and then the whole friary was
plunged into complete and utter darkness.
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Complete and utter darkness, apart
that is, for the little green plastic Christs on the
Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifixes.
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Father Herbert dropped the huge
Historical Dictionary of Catholicism on his foot.
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Over in the workshop the
crucifix-mould-machine gave up the ghost.
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There were often power cuts in the
friary next to the little church in the middle of nowhere in
particular. They were caused by the friary’s ancient wiring but the
six friars took them to be signs from God.

 


(Of what exactly they couldn’t
say.)
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That evening when Brother Ferdinand
had got the power back on Father Herbert walked around the grounds
of the friary making sure there were no gaps in the barbed wire.
While he did so he made a point of not looking at the stars even
though they were the most beautiful things you could ever possibly
imagine.
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On Thursday it rained and another
Post-It-Note appeared.

 


X

 


Every leader of the Church
has been in violent opposition to the plurality of
worlds.

 


Astronomers chose not to
publicly discuss the new cosmos’ most intriguing
implication.

 


The only exception to
these ‘pregnant silences’ was Giordano Bruno who espoused his
belief in the plurality of worlds as loudly as he could.

 


After morning prayers Father Herbert
looked through The Catholic Encyclopaedia for any reference
to aliens. The closet entry he found to alien was Alienation of
Church Property which came with the instruction to ‘see Property
Ecclesiastical.’

When he looked for the heading
‘Extraterrestrials’ he found only ‘Extrargentes’. Father Herbert
tried The New Catholic Encyclopaedia where he found
information on St. Alipius, a close friend of Augustine of
Hippo.

He also found an entry on Giulio
Aleni, an Italian Jesuit Missionary born in Brescia in 1582 who
travelled to China to win souls for Jesus.

 


Giulio Aleni adopted the dress and
mannerisms of the Chinese and was honoured subsequently with the
title; ‘Confucius of the West’.

 


Giulio Aleni wrote a number of books,
his chief work being The Life of God, The Saviour, From the Four
Gospels published in Peking in 1635. He also wrote Tchi Fang
Wai Ki (The True Origin of 10,000 Things) which was a
cosmography.
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Father Herbert looked up the word
cosmography.
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A cosmography was apparently an
attempt to map the general features of the entire world.

 


All this was of course interesting but
a little beside the point.

Under E for Extraterrestrials he found
only Extra Sensory Perception.

 


Which he hadn’t expected.
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Then Father Herbert looked up Giordano
Bruno.
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Giordano Bruno was born in 1548 in the
town of Nola near Mount Vesuvius. His father was a professional
soldier his mother was a devout catholic.
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As a boy Bruno had climbed Mount
Vesuvius and discovered something he would never forget.

 


As he had set off the mountain had
seemed bare and devoid of life but when he got nearer he saw that
it was in fact covered with trees and cultivation. Turning around
he saw that the hill on which rested his own town looked as barren
as Mount Vesuvius had seemed at the start of his
journey.
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The young Giordano Bruno realized, in
that moment, that man’s initial perceptions of things could be
false.

Things were not always what they first
seemed.
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The next day it rained and two more
Post-It-Notes were found stuck to the door of the little church in
the middle of nowhere in particular.

 


XI

 


As astronomy and the idea
of a plurality of worlds, spread, confusion and befuddlement
reigned among the theologians. While most bickered and squabbled as
to what course of action to take, some stared dumb struck at the
stars, some complained of a ‘sea-sickness’ of the soul, while
others wept or laughed.

 


Eventually out of this
chaos two camps were formed; the conservative theologians who
believed that the best course of action was to just go on denying
everything and the more radical theologians who wished to confront
publicly the idea of a plurality of worlds.

 


A few of these radicals
tried to undermine the plurality of worlds by refuting astronomy
itself.

‘The Earth cannot
move! Must not move!’ they declared,
insisting that the Bible talked of a moving Sun and a motionless
Earth. But such denials only made matters worse.

 


 


After morning prayers Brother
Blachford came to see Father Herbert about the
Post-It-Notes.

 


Father Herbert told him not to worry;
one of the library’s theological works was bound to explain it
all.
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When his brother had gone Father
Herbert looked through The Historic Faith in the Light of
Today, which talked about space but didn’t mention
aliens.
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Then Father Herbert studied
Christian Faith in Our Time, particularly chapter four which
was titled New Questions. There were lots of questions in chapter
four of Christian Faith In Our Time, such as, Can personal
Salvation take effect in history? Is the Creator-God not one with
the Redeemer God? But not the question; How do aliens fit into the
Christian world view?

 


Father Herbert looked in Essays and
Addresses On The Philosophy of Religion, which talked about the
idea of God, morality and religion and the life of prayer but not a
thing about other worlds.

 


Then he flicked through Theology
and Metaphysics which failed to mention the subject. Volume
1 of The Theological Encyclopaedia didn’t have anything about
aliens, extraterrestrials or other worlds, nor did Volume
2.

 


A New World Coming, subtitled
A Fresh Look at the Gospel for Today, had in its index of
subjects Abortion, Abraham, African Socialism, Anarchy and Atheism
but not Aliens.

 


Man and the Universe had lots
of pictures of stars and asked what kind of universe man lived in,
it failed to say anything at all about aliens.

 


Father Herbert thought that was
odd.

 


It was odd.
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At the age of 60* Giordano Bruno
entered the monastery of St Dominic in Naples. It was there that
Bruno came across On the Revolution of the Celestial Orbs by
one Nicolas Copernicus.

 


* Biblical
chronology

 


On the Revolution of the Celestial
Orbs changed Bruno’s life. In his tiny cell in his monastery in
the middle of Italy, Bruno saw the enormous consequences of
Copernicus’s work.

He saw to the terrible stellar
syllogism hanging in the sky and its consequences; what if,
Giordano Bruno asked himself, the Sun is no more remarkable than
the stars? What if the Sun is nothing more than a star seen up
close? If the Sun were a mere star, then it followed that every
star could be a Sun with its own planets.

 


The stars appeared barren, like the
Mount Vesuvius of his childhood, only as a result of
distance.

 


In that moment gone forever was the
Aristotelian notion of the universe; the ornate bowl with the solar
system in the centre. Out of the window of Bruno’s mind went the
madness of Mediaeval Cosmology.

 


Gone forever was the Aristotelian
notion of the Universe with its stuck on stars. Never again would
Bruno see the cosmos in such minuscule terms, he saw instead
innumerable solar systems extending through an infinite
universe.
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‘The Sun is a star’ Bruno
told his brothers as meal times

Bruno’s brothers prayed for his
soul.

 


It didn’t help.
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The next day Father Hebert looked
through a book called The World’s Redemption. The World’s
Redemption had chapters with titles like the Omnipotence of
God, The Omnipotence of God (continued), Chance and Design, The
Holy Trinity, The Problem of Evil but not The Problem of Other
Worlds or Aliens and their Relation to Christianity.

 


The Secret Kingdom kept
completely quiet about the stars.
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The Origin and Development of
Christian Theology had loads of references to Evil but nothing
about extraterrestrials. The Encyclopaedia of the Bible had
two references on ‘onions’ but nothing on ‘other worlds’. An
Anchorage in the New Theology,

 


a Book for the Unsettled of
Thought had absolutely nothing to say about how theology was to
be applied to Other Worlds.

 


Ourselves and the Universe
talked about death as a learning experience but not about life
elsewhere.
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A little later Brother Blachford stuck
his head around the door of library and asked Father Herbert if he
had found anything yet.

Father Herbert, who was reading
Christian Apologetics at the time, said that he was sorry
but he hadn’t.
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Bruno went on and on about his new
view of the Universe, he could talk of nothing else. Everywhere he
looked he saw stars unfolding in their myriad billions. He had
tears in his eyes and spiral cloud upon spiral cloud of stars in
his mind.

 


He walked into walls, he banged his
head on door frames, he tripped over pews.

 


He went about in utter
wonderment.

 


Giordano Bruno was so enraptured by
the sublime majesty of the universe that he quite simply forgot to
pray.
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On Tuesday Father Herbert read from
cover to cover The Dictionary of Scripture and Myth, there
was absolutely nothing in it about Aliens, Extraterrestrials or
Other Worlds.

 


There was no mention of such things
either in The Dictionary of Christian Philosophy. The
nearest word to alien he could find was Alienana, which was a
medieval term distinguishing certain adjectives that form
peculiarly tight relations with the nouns to which they
apply.

Looking for Other Worlds Father
Herbert found only ‘Other Minds, the problem of.’
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That night, with the stars out in all
their infinite plenitude and his brothers all asleep, Father
Herbert got out of bed.

 


He had decided to see if any of his
brothers were responsible for the Post-It-Notes.
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Around two in the morning he saw
Brother Entwistle rubbing his eyes and making his way along the
corridor to the stairs.

 


Father Herbert crossed himself,
stepped out of his room and tiptoed along the corridor after his
brother.

 


He was about to make his way down the
stairs when he heard the toilet flush and Brother Entwistle start
to make his way back to bed.
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The next day two more Post-It-Notes
were stuck to the church door.

 


XII

 


Some of the radical theologians
sought to silence the Astronomers with thinly veiled threats that
they show ‘humility’ in their
cosmological speculations.

 


When it was realized there
was no hope of refuting astronomy the radicals attacked the idea of
a plurality of worlds directly.

 


All manner of arguments
were arrayed against it.

 


The plurality of worlds
must be wrong, one radical declared, as it contradicted the
grandeur of the Church which had declared it
impossible(!)

Others sought to dismiss
the plurality of worlds as nothing more than a reduction ad
absurdum.

 


The universe, yet other radicals
patiently explained, was made for the service of man alone, hence
the planets of other stars could have, must
have, no inhabitants of their own.

 


A few spoke solemnly of
tautologies and ‘Unity,’ and quoted Aquinas at great
length.

 


Others rejected plurality
on the grounds that ‘the unity of God’ found its most ‘appropriate
expression’ in a single world.

 


Some sought to end the
whole matter with a nervous laugh.

 


While the radical
theologians searched in vain for effective counter-arguments their
conservative brothers, ostrich like, went on with the Great
Deception, daring not to speech of space and pretending nothing had
happened.

 


After morning prayers Father Herbert
went to the library and read The Great Fundamental Truths of
Religion which had lots of underling in it but no mention of aliens. After that Father Herbert
tried Doing Theology in a Revolutionary Situation but it too
failed to mention aliens.
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After lunch Father Herbert read
Studies in Theology, More Things in Heaven and Earth,
Layman’s Answers, The Faith and Modern Error and
The New View of Christianity. He found absolutely no mention
of aliens or their theological ramifications.

 


After that he read and reread
Aspects of Belief. He scoured the pages of God, Man and
the Universe. Nothing.

 


The Kingdom of God mentioned
Exodus and Ezekiel but not Extraterrestrial.

 


Who Is A Christian? Didn’t say
if aliens were or not.

 


Where Do We Stand? Did not know
where Christians stood on the issue of aliens. Father Herbert
looked through A Summary Of Christian Doctrine and The
Doctrine of God. Nothing.
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That evening Brother Blachford came
again to the library.

‘Found anything?’ he
asked.

‘Diddly-squat’ said Father
Herbert.

‘Diddly-squat?’

‘Diddly-squat.’
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Giordano Bruno would spend hours
jumping up and down on his bed overcome with the singular beauty
and scale of the universe he had glimpsed. His brothers in the
cells next door complained about the noise.
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The Abbot of the monastery sent for
Bruno. Bruno told the Abbot that all he could see were stars,
countless, innumerable, inconsolably beautiful stars.

 


The Abbot crossed himself and said he
would pray for him.

 


Despite the Abbot’s prayers, Bruno’s
condition did not improve, if anything it worsened. If the stars,
like the Sun,

 


had planets in orbit around them then
might these planets have people on them just as the Earth
had?

 


Bruno told his Brothers of these
ideas.

‘Imagine it Brothers,’ he
said ‘million, billions of other beings living around every star,
what wonderment, what unimagined splendour! What awe!’

‘What is he going on
about?’ asked Bruno’s Brothers.

‘He’s possessed by the
Devil’ said one, ‘been practicing the black arts’ said another.
‘His brain has turned to soup’ observed the cook.
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In the end Bruno’s fellow monks could
take no more of the little man that went about in a daze talking of
the stars all the time. The Abbot brought charges of heresy against
Bruno and he was forced to flee Naples and Italy
altogether.
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So began fifteen years of Bruno
wandering over half of Europe preaching his new Gospel, his new
Cosmology, insisting that the universe was infinite and that the
Sun was just a star and that there were beings on other
planets.
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On Saturday, following morning
prayers, Father Herbert, making sure his brothers were all busy,
searched Brother Entwistle’s and Brother Ferdinand’s rooms for tell
tell Post-It-Notes.

He found none.
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When he had helped load that week’s
production of Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifixes into the white van,
Father Herbert searched Brother Bernard’s and Brother Falzon’s
rooms.
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Father Herbert found no Post-It-Notes.
He did however find in Brother Bernard’s room a small, very worn
pornographic magazine.
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Father Herbert decided to leave the
magazine where he had found it under his brother’s bed and say
nothing of the matter.
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All that day Father Herbert had
visions of big breasted women showing off their vaginas and doing
unspeakable things to each other.
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That night the myriad stars rolled
silently and stupendously in great whirls over the friary next to
the little church in the middle of nowhere in
particular.

 


It really was something.
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Giordano Bruno had a habit of
gesticulating wildly with his hands when he spoke.

 


I would give anything to have seen
Bruno’s hand gestures as he tried to explain to incredulous crowds
his idea that the universe was infinite in size and that around
every star revolved worlds just like the Earth.
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Like all zealots Giordano Bruno was
tactless and often rash. Everywhere he went, talking about an
infinite number of suns and worlds, he got into trouble.

 


It wasn’t what the masses wanted to
hear. The masses liked their nice cosy universe, they liked the
idea that the stars were tiny weenie things nothing at all like the
Sun, they liked the idea that man was the pinnacle of creation, it
made them feel big. What Bruno was telling them was that they were
unimaginably tiny.

 


Bruno was imprisoned on countless
occasions and several times came close to being lynched by angry
mobs egged on, of course, by theologians.
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Undeterred by this treatment Bruno
wrote wonderful books with titles like On The Infinite Universe
and Worlds, Against Mathematicians and Philosophers of This Age
and my personal favourite The Innumerable, The Immense and the
Unfigurable.

 


Hardly anyone read them.

 


He was thrown out of city after
city.

 


Bruno was 160* by this point and
really little more than a vagabond.

 


*Biblical
chronology
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There was another power cut on Sunday
as Father Herbert was, almost imperceptibly, making his way up to
the pulpit. He was stranded in limbo for nearly an hour before the
power came back on.
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Father Herbert’s sermon that morning
was another one about God working in mysterious ways.

 


During the sermon Father Herbert
wondered out loud why God had chosen, in his infinite wisdom, to
make more than 250,000 different species of beetle.

 


(It was, if one thinks about it, a
very odd thing for anyone, particularly God, to spend his time
doing.)
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When the little old ladies had waddled
off Father Herbert went to the library.

 


Problems of Religious Pluralism
discussed Epiphenomenalism and Exclusivism but not
Extraterrestrials.

 


The Illustrated Dictionary and
Concordance of The Bible mentioned ‘Alan’, a clan chief of the
Edomites, descendants of Esau (1 Chronicles 1:51) but not
‘alien’.

 


Introduction to Religious
Philosophy mentioned Orphism but not the existence of Other
Worlds.

 


The Meaning of Human Existence
had in its index ‘E.L. Allen’ but not ‘Alien.’

 


Christian Faith – Revised
listed in its index Auschwitz, Antichrist, Antithesis but not
Aliens. The Relevance of Christianity discussed Amusement
and Self-Indulgence, and Atomic theory but not Alien.

 


Brief Answers to Burning
Questions answered questions like Is there a Heaven and Hell?
And Why did Jesus Die? But didn’t answer the question How do beings
on other worlds figure in God’s plan?

 


Real Faith had lots of words in
capitals like THE LORD JESUS CHRIST RECEIVE HIM, THE REIGN OF THE
CHRIST, which Father Herbert thought sounded a bit like the titles
of horror movies, particularly: HE DIED TO BECOME
SALVATION.

But Real Faith had nothing to
say about Aliens, either in capitals or in lower case.
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It was then that Bruno’s luck appeared
to change; he was invited to return to Italy as the personal tutor
of the noble Giovanni Mocenigo of Venice.

Mocenigo wished to improve his power
of recall and had heard that Bruno possessed an extraordinary
memory and wanted Bruno to teach him the art.

 


Bruno needed the money, and so,
despite the considerable threat the Inquisition posed he returned
to Italy.
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Once in Venice he told Mocenigo his
ideas concerning the stars. He did the hand gestures and
everything. Mocenigo was not terribly interested.

Exasperated at his dull student, Bruno
requested permission to end the lessons and to go back to wandering
around Europe.

Hurt, Mocenio refused. Gesticulating
like crazy Bruno went back to his room and packed his bags
intending to set off the next day.

Mocenigo, with a servant and six
gondoliers, who were nearby and bored, locked Bruno in a tower of
Mocenigo’s mansion and Mocenigo went and denounced him to the
Inquisition.
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On Monday more Post-It-Notes were
found stuck to the church door.

 


XIII

 


Dozens of radical
theologians argued against a plurality of worlds on scriptural
grounds, holding that particular biblical passages were conclusive
proof that there was, and could only be, a single world.

 


They quoted Genesis and
insisted over and over that the multitude of stars were created
just to help man navigate at sea, tell the time and to gaze
at.

 


These radical theologians
were adamant: the Bible spoke of only one Creation, one human race,
and one Redeemer, any talk of a plurality of worlds was thus
absurd.

 


The whole of Christian
teaching, the entire faith, rested on the Creation story, which
spoke of only one sentient race, descended from Adam, one Garden of
Eden, and one Fall - any talk of a plurality of worlds was at
variance with biblical doctrine and utterly impossible.

 


 


As Father Hebert was heading to the
library he bumped into Brother Blackford, who was looking somewhat
dishevelled, wanted to know if the existence of Other Worlds did
indeed cast into doubt the story of Creation?

 


Father Herbert was thinking about the
pornographic magazine he had found in Brother Bernard’s room and
didn’t answer.
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After a preliminary hearing in Venice
Giordano Bruno was taken to Rome.

 


Here is part of Bruno’s confession
which he pronounced before the Inquisition:

 


‘I believe… that there are
infinite particular worlds, similar to this of the Earth, which in
accordance with Pythagoras I consider to be an orb, similar to the
moon, to other planets and other stars and that all these bodies
are worlds, and innumerable, constituting the infinite
Universe.’
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The Inquisition tortured Bruno to get
him to recant his belief in the existence of Other
Worlds.
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Whenever Bruno was tortured he would
say that the stars were not Suns. Then, when the thumbscrews had
been taken off, he would say that he had lied and that he still
believed that the Sun was a star and that there were an infinite
number of other planets scattered throughout space.

 


The great Giordano Bruno would
gesticulate wildly, despite being in chains, and despite his
fingers being broken.

 


The Inquisition would then put the
thumbscrews back on and tortured Bruno until he denied everything
again.

 


This went on for years.
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On Tuesday it rained and two more
Post-It-Note were found stuck to the church door.

 


XIV

 


Scriptural arguments
against the plurality of worlds were soon seen to only highlight
the problem and were abandoned by the radicals.

Subtler attacks on the
‘a-thousand times accursed idea’ were attempted. Some radicals
accepted that the fixed stars were indeed Suns with encircling
planets but ruled out the possibility of sentient
inhabitants.

 


This ‘solution’ of course
faced the not insignificant problem of explaining away a multitude
of ‘empty’ worlds.

Dozens of ‘explanations’
for this curious state of affairs were proposed.

 


Another group argued that
God could have left the countless other worlds uninhabited since
even such vast quantities were as nothing compared to the value of
a human soul.

One theologian, so
convinced that the history of the entire universe was aimed at
producing man, saw no disproportion between the outcome and all
that had gone into preparing it. Indeed because billions of years
and innumerable swirling galaxies had been necessary for man’s
creation this only served to heighten man’s dignity and
significance.

 


(How the radical
theologians mocked themselves unaware.)

 


After morning prayers Father Herbert
was wondering if it was indeed blasphemy to say that the stars had
other uses aside from those mentioned in Genesis, when he noticed
that the little green plastic Jesus had fallen off his cross onto
the floor.
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Jesus had gone flying.
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Father Herbert sellotaped him back on.
While he did so the thought came to him that if the real Jesus had
been sellotaped to the cross instead of nailed he might have
managed to get down when no one was looking.

 


When he had finished sellotaping Jesus
back to his cross he headed off to the library.
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Christs were falling off crosses all
the time.

 


A number of priests were injured and
one or two even killed each year by falling statues of the son of
God.

 


The problem cost the Church millions
and was, for public relation reasons, kept out of the
news.
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Eventually the Pope got bored of
Bruno’s antics. He was asked once more to recant. ‘I ought not to
recant and I will not recant!’ he replied. Giordano Bruno was
sentenced to be burnt at the stake.

 


After hearing his sentence Bruno
gesticulated with his broken fingers defiantly and said: ‘It is
with far greater fear that you pronounce, than I receive, this
sentence.’

 


Nine days later, dressed only in a
white sheet emblazoned in the corners with the cross of St. Andrew,
Giordano Bruno left the dungeons of the Inquisition. He was
escorted by a procession of priests all singing and praying and
begging him to repent.

 


Bruno walked to the Field of Flowers,
where the whole of Rome had gathered to watch what was to happen
next.

 


Bruno was bound to the stake, a gag
was put in his mouth, to stop him telling anyone about the Sun
being a star, and the wood under his feet was set
alight.
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Towards the end a priest with a
crucifix on a very long pole held it before Bruno’s face giving him
a final chance to make his peace with God.

 


It is said that Bruno turned
away.
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The crucifix on the very long pole
held before Bruno’s face as he was burnt to death for his belief in
a plurality of worlds was not a plastic Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifix
for two reasons: firstly, if it had been made of plastic it would
have melted and secondly Glow-In-The-Dark-Things would not be
invented for another three years.
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After lunch the next day Brother
Falzon asked Brother Blackford if he wanted to go fly their
Crucifix-kites on Mount Arat.

 


‘We are the laughing stock
of the universe’ Brother Blachford told his brother in a voice
boarding on the hysterical ‘Have you heard about the humans? They
thought they were the Pinnacle of Creation, they thought the whole
universe, all the stars, everything, was made just for
them!’

 


Brother Falzon took this as a
no.
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Meanwhile up in the library Father
Herbert went on reading.

 


The Faith of the Christian
Church talked about Allah but not Aliens. The limits of
Religious Thought had nothing to say on the matter.
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After that Father Herbert looked
through Moorings in a World Adrift which was subtitled; Answers
For Christians Who Dare To Ask Why.

On the cover was a picture of some
boats. Under the picture was a quote from Billy Graham. ‘If
ever’ the quote said ‘there was a time when the world needed
such a book it is today.’

Father Herbert nearly fell over when
he found the word Alien in the index of Moorings in a World
Adrift but Moorings in a World Adrift only talked about
‘alien ideas’ like Secularism and Islam not actual Alien
beings.
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That night Father Herbert lay in bed
staring in turn at the Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifix on his wall and
the stars twinkling through his window, as if he was watching a
game of tennis (in slow motion).
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Bruno’s ashes were cast to the wind
and his named placed among the accursed on the rolls of the
church.

 


All of Bruno’s books with their
wonderful titles like The Innumerable, The Immense and The
Unfiguarable were buried or locked away.

 


Bruno’s works were still forbidden to
be read more than two hundred years after his death.

 


Of the books by Bruno that have
survived the burnings there exists no completely undamaged
copies.

 


It is possible that the Inquisition
have hidden in their vaults works by Bruno that we have never even
heard of.
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The next day was St. Isidore of
Seville’s Day, a very important day for the Friary next to the
little church in the middle of nowhere in particular since St
Isidore of Seville, as well as being the patron saint of Abyssina,
Poultry Farmers and Internet Users, was also the patron saint of
Chemiluminescence, the scientific term for
Things-That-Glow-In-The-Dark.
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St. Isidore of Seville was the patron
saint of Chemiluminescence because whenever the saint went anywhere
at night his guardian angel would light the way with a green
glow.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

A little after ten o’clock the six
friars gathered on the cloister. It was raining so they all wore
yellow Macintoshes which Father Herbert had bought
wholesale.

 


Father Herbert led the way holding a
framed picture of St. Isidore.

 


Behind him came Brother Ferdinand and
Brother Entwhistle each holding a giant candle, behind them was
Brother Bernard his crutch in one hand and a
Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifix in the other.

 


Behind Brother Bernard came Brother
Falzon with an enormous wooden cross on his shoulder.

 


The enormous wooden cross had a tiny
plastic wheel attached to its base making it infinitely easier to
carry than it would have been otherwise.

 


Last was Brother Blachford who carried
nothing at all but a growing crisis of faith brought about by the
Post-It-Notes stuck to the door of the little church in the middle
of nowhere in particular.
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The six friars went in solemn
procession out of the friary, along the road to the village then
back up again to their church.
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The whole thing had taken around five
minutes.
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The little picture of St. Isidore was
placed back on the wall of the little church in the middle of
nowhere in particular and the enormous wooden cross was wheeled
back into the storeroom next to the workshop and the six
Mackintoshes were hung up to dry.
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When everything had been put away
Brothers Ferdinand, Bernard, Blachford and Falzon returned to the
crucifix

workshop, brother Entwhistle went to
the kitchen and Father Herbert headed to the library.

 


Hard Questions didn’t have any
answers.

 


Philosophy of the Plan of
Salvation failed to say how, if at all, beings around other
stars were to figure in the plan.

 


The Human Face of God had
Obedience, Ontology and Original Sin in its index of subjects but
not Other Worlds.
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On Sunday there were more
Post-It-Notes.

 


XV

 


The radical theologians appealed to
God’s inscrutability to account for such a vast universe having but
a single inhabited world - God knew why he had created such a
strange universe even if ‘no child of man’
could fathom it.

 


God: inscrutable when the
Theologians wishes it so - when it serves their purpose!

 


When inscrutability had
failed other arguments were aired with a growing sense of
desperation.

 


Wild, utterly unfounded
claims about the position of the solar system were made, on the
grounds that were the solar system, if not the Earth itself, in the
centre of the universe it would be easier for the faithful to
believe the nonsense that man was still the cause of
everything.

 


It was claimed, quite fallaciously
of course, that the solar system was in the centre of the Galactic
plane, making man’s place ‘special and
probably[?] unique’, and
thus a fitting location for the supreme end and purpose of
the universe.

 


For similar reasons other radicals
insisted, totally nonsensically, that the solar system was the
‘most organized point in the universe’ or
‘comparatively quite near the central spot of the universe.’

 


Father Herbert’s sermon that day was
not on the stars and their relation to Christianity but on the
origins of Glow-In-The-Dark-Things.

 


Everyone in the little church in the
middle of nowhere in particular had heard it all before but
listened anyway.
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Glow-In-The-Dark-Things were invented
in 1603 by an Italian cobbler by the name of Vincenzo Cascariolo.
Vincenzo Cascariolo discovered how to make Glow-In-The-Dark-Things
by accident while trying to discover the fabled Philosopher’s
Stone.

 


The Philosopher’s Stone was a magical
substance which was believed by Alchemists to turn base metals into
gold.

In a way Vincenzo Casariolo did
discover the Philosopher’s Stone; a rumour went around
17th century Europe that prayers made in front of
Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifixes were answered three times faster than
normal and people ordered so many Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifixes
Vincenzo Cascariolo soon became very rich.
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When his sermon was over and he had
finally reached terra firma Father Herbert went to his
office.

Brother Blachford, who was not looking
well, was waiting outside and asked if he had found
anything.

 


Father Herbert showed his brother the
postcard of Jesus that changed when you moved your head just a
little.
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Father Herbert had a dream that night.
It was the first dream he had had in a long, long time. Father
Herbert dreamt he was floating in space unable to find the Sun for
the myriads of stars.
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On the 9th of June 1889 a
statue of Giordano Bruno was unveiled on the spot of his execution
in the Field of Flowers. The statue is visible from the windows of
the Vatican.

 


On the day of its unveiling in 1889
Pope Leo XIII refused food and spent hours in impotent
rage.

 


From every pulpit in Italy priests
objected in dismay and anger to the unveiling of Bruno’s
statue.

 


The statue still stands.

 


Giordano Bruno also has a modest sized
crater on the moon named after him.

 


He really does.
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The next day it rained and there were
another two Post-It-Notes stuck to the door of the little
church.

 


XVI

 


That radical theologians
resorted to pseudo scientific reasoning in their attempts to defeat
the plurality of worlds tells us something of the terrible
predicament they found themselves in.

 


One tried to disprove the plurality
of worlds by citing the scientific ‘fact’ that the ‘human form… is the only one that can adequately serve an
intelligence[!].’

 


Another maintained that
the other planets were necessary for the solar system’s stability
and, even more erroneously, that since the stars kept the planets
in their places it was possible to consider them in some sense
‘made’ for man.

 


A great many radicals
spoke happily and endlessly of the impossibility of life evolving
on planets orbiting binary stars, of the scarcity of planets
suitable for life, of the truly remarkable set of conditions
necessary for the emergence of life, of the extraordinary checks
and balances needed for life to start and of the terrible fragility
of living creatures.

 


All so as to make a
virtually empty universe seem possible, reasonable,
sane.

 


Up in the library a little while later
Father Herbert discovered that Theology and Change had a
chapter on the absurdity of God’s non-existence but nothing on the
absurdity or otherwise of the existence of aliens.
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Father Herbert then looked through
One World One Truth, and found absolutely nothing on
aliens.

 


Challenges To A Challenging
Faith simply didn’t rise to the challenge.

 


In We Are The Future he read
that ‘the universe evolves from it’s original state of being in
the direction of life. Life is perfected in the human spirit.’
Then Father Herbert jumped a few pages and read some more of We
Are the Future; ‘the dynamism of the universe narrows and is
concentrated in the course of thousands of millions of years into
this single focal point of reference, the incarnate logos. This
total evolution passes forward over the whole breath of the cosmos
and history to include all reality.’

 


We Are the Future went on like
that for page after page. Father Herbert kept on reading until he
had read the whole thing. Despite talking for some three hundred
pages about the universe, the cosmos, evolution and life, We are
The Future didn’t say if anyone else might be.
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On Thursday another two Post-It-Notes
appeared.

 


XVII

 


If a use for the
innumerable worlds in space other than as the homes of sentient
life forms could be concocted, reasoned some radicals, the faithful
would be more inclined to believe in a universe with only a single
inhabited world.

 


This was why so many
radicals proposed that after the Resurrection men would be
transported to the Other Worlds and why others suggested the Other
Worlds might be the homes of angels.

 


Anything but the homes of
other moral beings.

 


***

 


The radical theologians
had racked their brains for all manner of counter arguments to the
idea of a plurality of worlds; none had worked. All the radicals
had really done was reveal their faiths dogmatic irreconcilability
with the stars.

 


A Time for Christian Candour
discussed Angels and Alcoholics but not aliens.

 


Basic Questions in Theology
didn’t seem to consider the matter basic enough to discuss.
Faith and Reality passed the issue by, so did
Christianity in a Secularized World.

 


Father Herbert hoped that Theology
for a Scientific Age would say something. He read it from cover
to cover; absolutely nothing. He checked the index to be sure,
under A there was Alienation but not Alien, under E there was
Evolution but not Extraterrestrial.
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After that Father Herbert looked
through The Dictionary of Sects, Heresies Ecclesiastical Parties
and Schools of Religious Thought. He diligently went over each
and every one of the 650 pages of the enormous book. Of the 1500
sects mentioned not a single one had anything to say about
aliens.

 


Father Herbert rubbed his eyes, put
The Dictionary of Sects, Heresies Ecclesiastical Parties and
Schools of Religious Thought back on the shelf.

 


Father Herbert had looked through
every single book in the little friary’s library. Not one modern
work of theology had even the slightest thing to say about Other
Worlds.

 


Father Herbert wondered
why.
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When Brother Blachford came to the
library half an hour later he asked Father Herbert if he had found
anything.

Father Herbert shook his
head.

 


‘You haven’t found
anything?’

‘It’s worse than that’
said Father Herbert.

‘How could it possibly be
worse than that?’ asked Brother Blachford hysterically.

‘I’ve run out of
books.’
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When Brother Blachford had gone to his
room to lie down Father Herbert prayed to God for a sign telling
him what to do about the Post-It-Notes.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

When he had finished praying Father
Herbert noticed that Jesus Christ had come off his cross
again.
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Jesus was laying on his back on the
floor, sunbathing.
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Father Herbert sellotaped his saviour
once more to his cross.
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It rained the next morning and two
more Post-It-Notes were found stuck to the church door.

 


XVIII

 


Mankind, following the invention of
the telescope, comparable to the inhabitants of a town unable,
afraid, unwilling, to accept that the
distant lights in the dark all around them are other
towns.

 


…and yet there have
always been men who refuse to sleep, men
who have refused not to use their eyes.

 


The young Kant believed in
a plurality of worlds as did Wordsworth, Voltaire, Locke, William
Herschel, Montaigne, Fontenelle, Lord Byron, Leibniz, Auguste
Comte, Shelly, Mark Twain, Thomas Paine, Alexander Pope and
Tennyson.

 


These free thinkers saw
all too clearly the theological implications of the plurality of
worlds.

 


Thomas Paine was adamant, given the
scale of the universe, it was a ‘solitary and
strange conceit that the Almighty, who had millions of worlds
equally dependent on his protection, should quit the care of all
the rest and come and die in our world because, they say, one man
and one woman had eaten an apple!’

 


Paine was also in no doubt of the
consequences; ‘to believe’ he wrote
‘that God created a plurality of worlds at least as
numerous as what we call stars, renders the Christian system of
faith at once little and ridiculous and scatters it in the mind
like a feather in the air. The two beliefs cannot be held together
in the same mind; and he who thinks that he believes in both has
thought but little of either.’

 


When the friars had read the two
Post-It-Notes nobody said anything.

 


Then poor Brother Blachford completely
lost it.

‘He mocks the calamity of
the innocent’ he muttered quietly before staring to sob
hysterically.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

‘He mocks the calamity of
the innocent’ was from the Book of Job.
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Brother Blachford cried more then you
would think someone was capable of crying. It was a sort of miracle
where all of Brother Blachford’s tears were coming from.
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Father Herbert told him to stop but he
just couldn’t. It was all too much.

 


As he cried Brother Blachford started
shouting things.

 


Things like:

 


‘Everything is in ruins!’
and ‘We are staring into the Great Abyss!’ and ‘We have been cast
adrift upon a sea of stars!’ and so on.
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It was while Brother Blachford was
shouting that Brother Bernard had one of his turns.

 


‘It’s the end of the
cotton picking world!’ he screamed ‘the end of the cotton picking
world!’

 


Father Herbert told both of them to
stop. He got really mad trying to calm them both down.

‘I am in charge here,’ he
told them ‘not counting God, and I order you to stop!’
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In the end Father Herbert had no
choice but to sedate both of his Brothers.
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‘The Lord’s work is never
done’ said Brother Ferdiand supportively to Father Herbert as he
and Brother Falzon carried their unconscious brothers to their
rooms.
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It was after Father Herbert had tucked
Brother Blachford in bed that he realized how to stop the
Post-It-Notes.
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It was such a simple and obvious
solution he wondered why he had not thought of it
before.


Part Two

 


 


Aqua Profunda

 


(Deep Water)


 


 


 


1

 


 


On Tuesday Brother Bernard was back to
his normal self working away in the workshop Brother Blachford’s
crisis of faith continued and he refused to come out of his
room.

 


At nine Father Herbert made a phone
call.
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Around eleven the white van arrived
and the two workmen who had fitted the barbed wire got out. Brother
Entwhistle made them some tea and Father Herbert showed where he
wanted the CCTV camera installed.
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Father Herbert and his brothers prayed
that day for, among other things, Brother Blachford up in his room
and the two workmen up their ladders.
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By the time the workmen had finished
installing the CCTV camera it was evening.
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Father Herbert waited for an image of
the door of the little church in the middle of nowhere in
particular to appear.

 


But that didn’t happen.
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What happened instead was that all the
lights in the little friary went out and everyone was plunged into
complete and utter darkness.
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Complete and utter darkness, that is,
apart from the little green plastic Christs.
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The next day Father Herbert and his
Brothers found two more Post-It-Notes stuck to the door of the
church.

(No one told poor Brother Blachford
was still in his room.)

 


XIX

 


Eventually the radicals within the
church saw that all their counter-arguments had failed to silence
the idea of a plurality of worlds. What was to be done? Some sided
with their conservative brothers and never spoke of the matter
again. Others came to believe that the only course of action
left, the only way out, was some sort of
reconciliation with the stars.

 


This was why many of them
wrote of the majesty and glory of God made manifest in the
plurality of worlds while leaving unanswered the terrible religious
questions that followed.

 


When pressed to explain
the many conundrums of the stars some wheeled out inscrutability in
substitution for any real explanation.

 


Others returned to the
notion of centrality proposing that the Earth was the centre of a
universe teaming with life. Its location accounting for its
spiritual significance.

 


To this end all manner of
ramshackled cosmologies, insane halfway houses between
Aristotelianism and the modern universe, were
fabricated.

 


One radical went to the effort of
depicting the Heavens on an enormous map with the Earth, the
‘paradise of mortal spirits’, at the very
centre.

 


The friary was still without
electricity that evening though Father Herbert and his Brothers had
prayed several times for the lights to come back on.
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The workmen could not find the fault
on account of the friary’s ancient and labyrinthine wiring. They
had never seen anything like it.
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After evening prayers Father Herbert
went, candle in hand, to the store room next to the
kitchen.

 


The store room was full of all sorts
of things; penitence bicycles, framed pictures of long dead popes
and boxes of holy wafers.
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The holy wafers were three centimetres
in diameter, made in Lourdes and did not glow-in-the-dark one
little bit no matter how hard you looked at them.
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Father Herbert eventually found what
he was looking for - an old cardboard box and headed off to Brother
Blachford’s room.

 


3

 


When he got there Brother Blachford
told him to go away.

Through his door Brother Blachford
told Father Herbert that he was experiencing what St. John of the
Cross had referred to as ‘the dark night of the soul.’

 


Father Herbert told his Brother he had
brought him something to help when Brother Blachford opened his
door Father Herbert presented him with the old cardboard
box.

 


Inside were some oil colours, a manky
brush and a Paint-By-Numbers-Portrait-Of-Christ.
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The
Paint-By-Numbers-Portrait-Of-Christ was recommended for children
aged 32* or over.

 


* Biblical
chronology.
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At midday the next day the power
finally came back on. Father Herbert and his brothers praised the
Lord.

 


The CCTV camera was turned on
again.
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Nothing happened.
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The workmen fiddled with the back of
the monitor, then they hit the camera with a tiny silver hammer,
then they took the Lord’s name in vain, then they told Father
Herbert they would bring a new part and having everything working
first thing in the morning.
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On Saturday morning Father Herbert
received a call from the two workmen explaining that they were out
of the part they needed but that they had ordered it and that it
should arrive in a day or two.
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At midday the white van arrived and
Father Herbert, Brother Ferdinand, Brother Entwistle and Brother
Falzon loaded the Glow-In-Dark-Crucifixes.
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Later Father Herbert and his brothers
prayed for the swift arrival of the part for the CCTV camera. They
also prayed for Jesus, the Pope, their Minister General and Brother
Blachford, who was still up in his room.
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When Father Herbert went to bed he
discovered that the little plastic Christ had fallen off his
Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifix.

 


He hurriedly picked up the little
green Christ and taped him back onto his cross.
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Because he had so many things on his
mind, Father Herbert hadn’t notice that he had sellotaped Christ to
his cross the wrong way around.

 


Christ had turned his back on the
world.
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That night as the six friars slept
beneath the swirling, innumerable stars Father Herbert had another
of his recurring dreams of being lost amid the universe.
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On Sunday morning there was more rain
and more Post-It-Notes on the door of the church.

 


XX

 


Some radical theologians
explained God’s curious and highly improbable interest in the Earth
and the beings on it, in a universe overflowing with inhabited
worlds, as a result of man’s inherent wickedness.

 


Because the earth was of
insignificant size and contained ‘probably[?] the most disgraced’
creatures in the cosmos, it served, they argued, as the ideal
locale for the Incarnation.

 


Although there was indeed
a plurality of worlds, men were the most wicked beings in the
universe and thus of most interest to God.

 


No one believed
them.

 


 


(One almost feels
compassion for the radical theologians in their terrible
plight…)

 


When they had run out of counter
arguments to the stars the radical theologians reverted to pure
sophistry, explaining that the Bible acquired ‘an enriched and more natural meaning’ once seen in
the light of the stars. Another declaring matter-of-factly that
certain passages in Genesis needed ‘reinterpreting’ following recent scientific
discoveries (!).

 


One radical scholar bent the
meaning of words so terribly that by the end of his reasoning the
six days of Creation were to be understood as referring to
‘six years, six centuries, six millennia’, or
even ‘six millions of years.’

 


Another insisted earnestly that the
new cosmology disclosed not a plurality of worlds but one
‘world’ with many ‘systems’.

 


Father Herbert’s sermon that day was
about how the joining of one’s hands together in prayer symbolized
a willingness to be put in chains, to surrender unconditionally, to
become a slave to God.
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After his sermon on Christianity as a
form of slavery Father Herbert went to see Brother Blachford who
was working on the Paint-By-Numbers-Portrait-Of-Christ.
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On Monday another Post-It-Note was
found stuck on the door of the church.

 


XXI

 


Of all the problems the stars posed
for the radical Theologians and their attempt at reconciliation one
worried them more than any other, concerned as it was with the
‘fundamental and leading doctrine of all
Christendom;’ the Incarnation of God in
Christ.

 


The problem could be
expressed in a deceptively simple question: Had Jesus died for this
world alone or for the plurality of worlds?

 


As the radical theologians sought
an answer to this question of questions they sensed themselves
‘in deep waters... in a sea of great
mysteries.’

 


After morning prayers Father Herbert
rang the workmen installing the CCTV camera.
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He was told that the replacement part
hadn’t arrived.
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When he had hung up Father Herbert
twiddled his thumbs then he recited the bicycle prayer he had
learnt in Africa as a missionary.
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At eleven thirty Father Herbert phoned
again about the replacement part.

 


It still hadn’t arrived.
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On Tuesday Father Herbert waited at
the main gate for the workmen to come with the replacement, despite
the driving rain.
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They did not appear.
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Up in his room Brother Blachford went
on working on his Paint-By-Numbers-Portrait-Of-Christ and, that
night, Father Herbert dreamt once more of being unable to see the
Sun for all the myriads of stars.
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Father Herbert was becoming really
rather sick of his recurring dream and worried that perhaps he was
slipping down The-Furry-Poker-Dotted-Slide-of-Madness.
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Father Herbert had been born in
Ireland in the town of Rosslare.

While he had been watching the
Eurovision Song Contest God had told him to become a Franciscan
monk. That was exactly what he did; at the age of 60* moving into a
friary just outside Tipperary.

 


* Biblical chronology.
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The young Father Herbert was given a
habit, a room and his very own
Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifix.
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The young Father Herbert would often
express his deep religious feelings in poetry, like his idol St.
Francis. One of his earliest poems was written in the form of a
letter to the Almighty. It went like this:

 


Dear God,

I have a Crucifix, it is
some 30cms tall and made of plastic and
Glows-In-The-Dark!

The figure of Jesus on my
Crucifix is bright green, some people think he looks a bit like
snot but I do not.
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On Wednesday another Post-It-Note was
found stuck on the church door.

 


XXII

 


What if beings on Other
Worlds had not fallen into sin? Wondered the radical theologians
wrestling with Jesus’s relationship with the stars. If no one else
had sinned then Christ’s Redemption need only apply to man on
Earth.

 


Was this the
answer?

 


It quickly appeared not, for to say
that man was the only sentient being in a universe of inhabited
worlds to have sinned was so improbable, so inconceivable, that to
present such a notion to the masses would only ‘nourish infidelity.’

 


Some other solution to the
problem of the stars and Christ would have to be found.

 


But what?

 


After morning prayers Father Herbert
headed to his study and again rang about the replacement part. He
was told that the workmen would be there tomorrow.

 


After that Father Herbert went to see
Brother Blachford who was working away on his
Paint-By-Numbers-Portrait-Of-Christ whistling as he did
so.
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Brother Blachford had no artistic
talent whatsoever and as a result his
Paint-By-Numbers-Portrait-Of-Christ was just terrible. The colours,
the brush work, everything about it was awful. Father Herbert had
never seen anything so terrible in his holy little life.
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Brother Blachford asked his Father
what he thought. Father Herbert looked at the terrible unfinished
painting that, among other things, seemed to depict God as a
toothless maniac, then he looked at the rain outside and said that
it was just wonderful and excused himself.
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After years as a postulant the young
Father Herbert became a fully blown friar and settled down to the
eternal routine of life within his friary, praying, singing and
working in the workshop. (The friary made
Virgin-Mother-Jigsaw-Puzzles for the glory of God.)
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Years passed and Father Herbert
appeared at peace with himself and his calling.
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In time however Father Herbert began
having doubts about his vocation. He told his Brothers of his
difficulties and they prayed for him but it didn’t seem to
help.

Father Herbert was sent to religious
retreats all over Ireland but they didn’t work either. Eventually
the Father of his friary gave him permission to travel to Assisi,
the birth place of Father Herbert’s hero St. Francis, to search for
a sign from God.
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The next day there was more rain and
more Post-It-Notes on the door of the little church.

 


XXIII

 


Disasters always bring out
the weirdoes and the religious disaster of the stars was no
different.

 


Oh the harebrained schemes
proposed. Worse than anything that had come
before! The desperation of the radicals to make sense of the
stars and christ, to retain meaning, to find an answer - to
present at all costs coherency, knew no
bounds.

 


So it was that a band of
theologians laboured on another grand, fatal and nonsensical
‘solution’ to the problem.

They looked at the stars
and saw only their own refection. In demented iniquity they
proposed that human souls at death journeyed to Other Worlds -
there were no other beings only humans inhabiting different
forms.

 


It was Christianity
transmuted into a sort of interstellar Buddhism.

 


Very quickly this theory of
‘Transmigration’ was condemned. Its advocates hastily silenced and
books which argued in its favour burned. A fellow theologian
lamenting afterwards that ‘in all ages good men,
of the best intentions, have done more harm to the cause of
Revelation by their speculations… than the whole body of
sceptics...’
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Father Herbert had arrived in Assisi
just in time to experience the earthquake on the 26th
September 1997 which miraculously caused the walls of the Basilica
to buckle and the vaulted ceiling to transform itself into a
stupendous mess on the floor killing in the process two friars and
an art lover who had been standing on his tiptoes at the time tying
to get a better look at the ceiling.
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Father Herbert was among the hundreds
injured.

He was hit on the head by part of
Fresco No. XIX showing St. Francis receiving Stigmata.
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When the earthquake had ended men in
yellow hard hats and blue overalls climbed up all the church spires
and declared every church in Assisi structurally
unsound.
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After that only the really faithful
went to church.
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On Thursday it rained and Father
Herbert and his Brothers found three more Post-It-Notes struck to
the church door.

 


XXIV

 


Following the debacle of
Transmigration it seemed to many of the radicals that any sort of
reconciliation with the stars was impossible.

 


And while most gave up, a
few diehards kept looking for a solution. One or two of these began
to wonder if the saving grace of Christ extended in some way to the
stars.

 


While Christ’s Incarnation and
Redemption was unique to Earth, perhaps it extended nevertheless in
some way to all other ‘species of incorporated
intelligences’.

 


One diehard radical theorized that
the ‘force’ of Redemption did ‘not vary with any
function of distance…’ and if that were true then
‘why may it not have extended to them all – to the
planetary races?’

 


Although the drama of Salvation,
the Fall and the Redemption, was enacted on man’s relatively
insignificant planet, the event had ‘an
importance as wide as the universe itself.’

 


As for why God had chosen the earth
out of millions of worlds for the great drama of the Redemption the
diehards simply countered pedantically that: ‘If
it were necessary that the point of junction be somewhere, why not
here?’

 


The astounding idea, that Christ’s
action on Earth redeemed the entire cosmos, elevated man once more
in the great scheme of things. Since the Earth was the location of
the universe spanning Salvation it had to be regarded as a
‘greater and grander globe than the largest and
brightest orb which gleams upon the midnight sky.’

 


The diehards, with growing
excitement, began to believe they had found the much sought after
solution to the problem of Christ and the stars.

 


Father Herbert spent the morning
thinking about Christ’s saving grace extending to the
stars.

 


It made him dizzy.
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After lunch Father Herbert phoned the
workmen.

They had been called away on an
emergency but would be there first thing in the morning.
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In the evening Father Herbert went to
see Brother Blachford and his just terrible
Paint-By-Numbers-Portrait-Of-Christ.

 


The picture had gotten worse. It was a
monstrosity; as well as having no teeth and looking like a maniac
Jesus now appeared both bald and cross-eyed.

 


Father Herbert congratulated his
brother on his technique and left.
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The Minister General, the head of the
Franciscan Order, visited the site of the earthquake in Assisi and
banged his head on a piece of scaffolding.

 


He bled profusely.

 


His entourage expressed concern but
the Minister General insisted it was just a flesh wound.
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With a wad of tissue held to his head
the Minister General explained why it was God allowed things like
earthquakes to take place. When he had finished everyone stood up
and applauded with tears in their eyes.
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The Minister General said then that
the beautiful Frescoes by Giotto that had adorned the ceiling of
the Basilica had ‘gone somewhere better’.

He really did.
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After that the Minister General had
made a tour of the injured in the nearby hospital and it was there
that he spoke briefly to Farther Herbert.
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The Minister General of the Franciscan
Order suggested Father Herbert go to Africa as a
missionary.

 


And that was just what Father Herbert
did, after he had spent some time resting and recuperating in the
best psychiatric hospitals of the Roman Catholic Church.
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On Saturday another Post-It-Note was
found stuck to the door of the church.

 


XXV

 


The theological disaster,
the cataclysm for religion that the telescope had heralded had been
sidestepped by the diehard radicals. Jesus had died on Earth for
all sentient beings in the cosmos. Of course the details still had
to be worked out but the great theological anxiety, the problem of
the stars, appeared to be at an end.

 


One such detail to be
worked out was how beings on Other Worlds were to hear of the
glorious sacrifice the Lord had made on Earth. Some left this
matter in the hands of Inscrutability, others saw it as being the
responsibility of the angels.

 


The vast majority of the
diehard radicals however saw the work of spreading the news of the
Redemption as being man’s.

 


Shortly after morning prayers Brother
Blachford put the finishing touches to his terrible
Paint-By-Numbers-Portrait-Of-Christ.
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At midday the white van arrived to
collect the Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifixes and at around two the
workmen came and finally fixed the CCTV camera. Father Herbert
thanked them, wrote them a cheque and then left the friary in the
middle of nowhere in particular and walked up Mount Arart thinking
about salvation and the stars.
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When he got back it was raining
heavily and he was just soaked.
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Father Herbert went to his study and
worked on his sermon. He worked on his sermon all night.

 


He really did.

 


17

 


After his convalescence Father Herbert
was sent to a small missionary station some 500 miles north-west of
Kilwa on the shores of Lake Victoria.
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The place was a dump. Weeds were
everywhere and rubbish was strewn all over the place.

 


There were so many holes in the roof
that on rainy days you could hardly hear the friars singing above
the dripping.

 


The missionary station on Lake
Victoria was intended to be a perfect Christian
community.

 


It was in fact an unmitigated
disaster.

 


The reason was the missionary
station’s leader, Father Theodore, had a complete lack of
organizational skill.

 


Father Theodore was just terribly
impractical, even for a religious person. He was so wrapped up in
rapture, he couldn’t keep half a thought in his holy mind. His plan
had been for the missionary station to be sustained by handouts
from the local community, but the nearest settlement turned out to
be more than eighty miles away.

 


Father Theodore had also planned that
he and his Brothers would preach the word of God on bicycles.
Biblical justification for this being Exekiel 1:19 which described,
to

 


Father Theodore anyway, angels
spreading the word of God on push-bikes.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

Father Theodore had ordered several
dozen bicycles from Shanghai. When they arrived, shortly before
Father Herbert had, it was found that all the tyres were flat and
that no one had bought a pump.

 


Father Theodore told his Brothers not
to worry. God, he told them would provide.
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Rats were eating what little supplies
the missionary station had and things were in danger of spiralling
out of control.

 


Father Herbert wanted to do something
about the problem but Father Theodore forbade anyone from harming
‘little brother ratty.’

The Brothers were likewise forbidden
to do anything about the wasps that were everywhere.

 


In fact Father Theodore rather liked
being stung by ‘little brother wasp.’ He told his Brothers that the
stings reminded him of the suffering of Christ and that they should
all think seriously about putting a wasp in their underpants for
the love of Jesus.
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On Sunday Brother Blachford joined his
Brothers in the little church for the first time in ages saying he
felt much better.

 


When Mass was over Father Herbert
climbed into the Stannah Stair lift and, when he had reached the
pulpit, began his sermon.
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Father Herbert’s sermon that Sunday
was on the stars in relation to Christianity.

 


It really was.
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Father Herbert began by saying that
when America had been discovered many in the Church had argued that
the ‘antipodeans’ that lived there could not have souls since they
lived too far away from the Holy Land to have descended from Adam.
This view was held for many years until a Papal Bull declared that
the antipodeans did indeed have souls.

 


Father Herbert was sure that if Jesus
had died for the antipodeans all the way across the Atlantic Ocean,
then he must also have died for beings in outer space.
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Father Herbert’s Brothers looked at
each other stunned by what they had just heard and the little old
ladies let out a collective gasp of disbelief, one even sliding off
her pew.
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Father Herbert went on, up in his
pulpit, he said that the Bible was only good news to the people
that heard it.

 


He said that the Church claimed to
‘embrace all peoples’ and so couldn’t, in good conscience,
keep the glorious news of Christ trapped on a single little
world.
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Again Father Herbert’s Brothers looked
at each other, and there was another collective gasp of disbelief
from the little old ladies as the one who had moments earlier slid
off of her pew did so once more.
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Christ had preached to all sorts of
people, Father Herbert went on, the task of the Church now, he
said, was to bring the Bible to bear upon the manifold worlds in
space, the tumultuous stellar domain.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

Father Herbert said that he believed
that a Church that did not evangelize was not in fact a Church at
all.
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He went on and on like that, he said
all sort of things, he said that all Christians had an obligation
to preach the Bible and that Evangelism was not a branch of the
Church, but the reason for its very existence.

 


God had been very precise, Father
Herbert said; the Christian’s task was simple, it was to make
disciples.

 


Father Herbert told his congregation
that they had to take the news of Christ’s death and resurrection
to the stars.

 


He really did.
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At this point everyone in the little
church in the middle of nowhere in particular thought Father
Herbert’s sermon on the stars in relation to Christianity was over
but it wasn’t. Father Herbert was only pausing for
effect.

[image: tmp_766a2c81934e52e2104c8ce340386e9e_aw6yp9_html_6f01ce4b.jpg]

Father Herbert said that the Church
would be false to herself and to the task committed to her if she
did not preach to the beings on Other Worlds. God was after all the
God of all the worlds not just one - he had made the universe and
everything in it, not just one planet.

 


Christ had said that he was the way,
the truth and the life. He hadn’t said, Father Herbert pointed out,
high up in the pulpit, ‘I am the way, the truth and the life for
some but not for all.’
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Father Herbert went on and on. He said
that in the beginning the teachings of Christ had been preached
only to the Jews and that it had been St. Paul who had taken it to
the gentiles. If Paul had been right to take the teaching of Christ
to the gentiles then it was also right to take it to the beings on
Other Worlds.
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Father Herbert said that the
missionary work begun by St. Francis had gone on for nine centuries
without interruption, was it, he asked, to come to an end simply
because the distances were somewhat greater?
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Father Herbert’s Brothers sat quite
still trying to take in what they were hearing.

 


As for the little old ladies, some
were shaking their heads in disbelief, others were examining their
hearing aids.

One of the poor old dears had fainted
and was being resuscitated by some of the others.
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When Father Herbert announced the
number of Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifixes made that week in the friary
no one was listening.
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With the accompaniment of a clanking
of walking sticks the little old ladies went out into the rain.
Most were too stunned by what they had just heard to open their
umbrellas and were quickly soaked as a result.

 


It would be funny if it were not so
sad.
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As for the friars, Brother Ferdinand
was the most taken aback. Brothers Falzon and Bernard having to
help him to the workshop after the sermon.

 


Brother Entwistle gave a long, deep
and really rather beautiful sigh as he left the church.
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Later that day both Brother Entwistle
and Brother Ferdinand came to see Father Herbert asking him to
retract what he had said.

 


Smiling, Father Herbert had
refused.
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That night Father Herbert had an
entirely new dream.

 


It was of a man in a spacesuit nailed
to a cross floating through space. The man in the spacesuit waved
as world after world rolled majestically by.

 


Father Herbert told his Brothers all
about his new dream. Only Brother Blachford seemed interested,
wondering how it was the man in the spacesuit could wave when his
hands had been nailed to the cross.
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As conditions in the missionary
station on Lake Victoria worsened Father Theodore put more and more
faith in the transforming power of prayer.

When one of his Brothers came to him
with a problem he would pray to God for help no matter how small
the problem was or how easily it could have been solved by doing
something practical about it.

 


It was also around this time that
Father Theodore started trying to talk to the birds as St. Francis
had supposedly done.
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Things deteriorated rapidly: there was
soon nothing to eat and a number of friars were suffering serious
malnutrition.

 


Father Herbert proposed they fish in
Lake Victoria but Father Theodore forbade anyone harm ‘little
brother fishy.’

 


Father Herbert then suggested they
plant a vegetable garden. On hearing this Father Theodore shouted
that they had to think more of the untilled garden in people’s
souls than of vegetables.
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Like St. Francis, Father Theodore had
a thing for animals. On at least two occasions he stayed up all
night with birds suffering from hiccups. Another time he kept an
all night vigil over a frog that seemed to have something in its
throat.
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As the days went by the friars in the
missionary station began to really suffer. They threw up, they shat
their habits.

 


It wasn’t funny.

 


Just about everyone became delirious
and saw visions of the Lord.
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Father Theodore finally decided he had
to do something, and sitting on the shore of lake Victoria he
penned the bicycle prayer.
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At mass the week after Father
Herbert’s sermon on the stars in relation to Christianity fewer
than half the little old ladies showed up. Those that had sat with
their arms folded. Undaunted, Father Herbert climbed into the
Stannah Stair lift and a little while later delivered a second
sermon on the stars in relation to Christianity.
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The beings on Other Worlds, Father
Herbert said, had the same right to the Bible since without Christ
all were doomed.
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At this point a group of the little
old ladies staged a walk out.

Because of their age and infirmity it
took the old dears considerable time to leave.
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When they had finally gone Father
Herbert went on.

The maths of the thing, he said, was
just terrible, since with every passing moment, tens of hundreds of
thousands of millions of billions of souls were passing away into
the maws of hell.
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Father Herbert then said that hell
incidentally was bigger than anyone had ever suspected, containing
as it had to not just the sinners from the Earth but the sinners of
more than a hundred, thousand, million, billion worlds.
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When Father Herbert had descended from
the pulpit the little church was empty all except for Brother
Blachford who wanted to know how long it would take to preach to
all the worlds in space.

‘A billion years, maybe
two’ said Father Herbert after a little while.

‘Is that an American
billion or an English billion?’ Brother Blachford asked.
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That night Brothers Entwisyle and
Ferndinad again argued with Father Herbert.

 


When they had left Father Herbert
brushed his teeth, said his prayers, went to bed and dreamt that
the Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifixes made in the friary were not shipped
to Lourdes, or Medjugorje or Vatican City but were in fact taken to
Cape Canaveral, placed in rocket ships and fired off into
space.
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Father Herbert told his Brothers about
his dream the next day following morning prayers.
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No one knew what on Earth to
say.
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Father Theodore’s bicycle prayer,
though critically well received, did not help, everybody kept on
throwing up and shitting their habits.

 


Then, just as Father Herbert and his
Brothers were sure things couldn’t possibly get any worse, a lion
walked into the missionary station.
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Father Theodore, to no one’s great
surprise, tied to talk to the animal just as St. Francis had once
talked to and pacified a wolf.

 


The lion was not, however in the mood
to talk.

In fact conversation was not the
lion’s strong point.

 


As the lion was getting ready to
attack Father Theodore, Brother Uechtritz, from a small part of
Poland, threw himself in the way and was promptly
killed.

 


The lion was much more at home killing
people then conversing with them.

 


26

 


On Thursday Brother Blachford came to
see Father Herbert.

He said he had given his recent
sermons a great deal of thought and there was something he wanted
him to see.

 


Brother Blachford took Father Herbert
to his room and showed him the recent additions he had made to his
just terrible Paint-By-Numbers-Portrait-Of-Christ.

 


Brother Blachford had used tin foil to
create an astronaut’s helmet. The toothless, bald, squiffy eyed
maniac Christ peered out from within.

 


‘And what are these?’
Father Herbert asked peering at various other little blobs of tin
foil.

‘The stars’ Brother
Blachford had said proudly ‘the stars.’
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A day or so after the lion incident
the missionary station was attacked, for some reason that was never
adequately explained to Father Herbert, by rebels with
AK47s.
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Father Theodore told his Brothers that
he liked his bullet wound as it reminded him of the suffering of
Christ.
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Brother Alles took a direct hit from a
Rocket-Propelled-Grenade and was blown to tiny weenie little pieces
that reminded Father Theodore of Christmas tree
decoration.
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When the shooting had finally stopped
the missionary station was little more than a large pile of rubble
surrounded by mangled bicycles with flat tyres and starving,
emaciated men of God.
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That Sunday around a third of the
little old ladies turned up for Mass and to hear Father Herbert
talk about the stars in relation to Christianity.

 


Father Herbert began by saying that if
man did not evangelize the stars what was he to say on the solemn
day of Judgement? What excuses would he give? That he didn’t care?
That he was too afraid? That he had more important things to worry
about?
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Then Father Herbert said that it was
vital that no one think that the beings on Other Worlds would get
to heaven some ‘other way’. The Bible was clear; people everywhere
without Christ were doomed to eternal death.

 


If there was a way to save souls other
than through the death of Jesus, why had God sent Christ to die in
the first place? What would have been the point of the Crucifixion
if the people Jesus died for were not hopelessly lost without
him?

 


To question if Christ was really the
one and only hope for the beings on Other Worlds, was really,
Father Herbert said, to question the necessity of Christ for one’s
own salvation.
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High up in the pulpit Father Herbert
went on and on like that.

 


It was really something.
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Father Herbert ended his third sermon
on the stars in relation to Christianity by saying that the beings
living around the stars needed desperately to be saved from their
alien mumbo-jumbo.

 


He really did.
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Mumbo-jumbo, incidentally, was an
African God and at least as coherent and meaningful as the
Christian God if not more so.

 


Mummu was the name give by the
Babylonians to the personification of the ocean’s waves.

 


Moo Moo is the sound cows
make.
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Brother Ferdinad and Entiwsitle that
evening begged Father Herbert to stop.

He would not.
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When they had gone Father Herbert
spoke to Brother Blachford at length about the evangelisation of
space.

Brother Blachford asked how they were
to get to the stars.

 


God, Father Herbert told him would
find a way.
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The day after the attack on the
missionary station Father Theodore chastised his
Brothers.

 


Ever since they had ran into a few
‘local difficulties’ had they thought about the suffering of Jesus?
Had they stopped to think of the plight of their brothers and
sisters who had yet to hear the word of the Lord? What would St.
Francis say if he could see them wallowing in so much self-
pity?

 


Father Theodore told his Brothers that
they had to stop thinking about themselves. He told them that
ignorance of God was a far worse fate than the state they were in.
Out of love, and out of charity, they had to preach as the first
disciples had done in Galilee.
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It was then that Father Theodore had
an idea.

Given what was to happen as a result,
it was a very, very, very bad idea indeed.
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On Wednesday Brother Ferdinand, the
foreman of the workshop for as long as anyone could remember,
citing irreconcilable differences with Father Herbert packed his
bags and left.

 


Father Herbert and his remaining
brothers watched him disappear into the distance.
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On Sunday Father Herbert gave yet
another sermon on the stars in relation to Christianity.

 


The only people there to hear it were
Brothers Entwistle, Bernard, Blachford and Falzon. Not a single
little old lady had shown up.
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Father Herbert’s forth sermon on the
stars in relation to Christainity was about another reason why man
had to go and preach in space. He had to, Father Herbert believed,
not just because of his love for his neighbour, not just because
the Good Book demand it, but to help bring about the Second Coming
of the Lord.
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Christ and his apostles, Father
Herbert explained, had seen missionary work as a preparation for
the Second Coming and Christians throughout history had been
missionaries from a desire to hasten the return of
Christ.

 


The reason Columbus had sought a new
route to the East and by mistake found America, was, after all, so
that he might evangelize. For Father Herbert the logic that had
sent Columbus to the other side of the world was the very same
logic that demanded Christians head to the distant
stars.
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That evening Father Herbert and
Brother Blachford had a philosophical discussion on the
practicalities of interstellar evangelism.
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At one point Brother Blachford asked
Father Herbert what if water was corrosive to some aliens, how then
were they to be baptized?

 


Father Herbert thought about this for
a while and then decided that a little scaring was nothing to
eternity in hell.

 


Later the two men of God brushed their
teeth, went to bed and slept like babies.
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The next morning Brother Entwistle,
the cook, left the friary with two enormous yellow suitcases
insisting that Father Herbert had gone insane.
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That night Father Herbert dreamt he
was standing on the surface of another world in a spacesuit holding
a Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifix that was slowly melting due, Father
Herbert had speculated afterwards, to the corrosive effects of the
planet’s atmosphere.
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The next night Father Herbert dreamt
he was on another world and this time the Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifix
in his hands caught fire and went up in smoke.
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The next morning it rained and a new
Post-It-Note, after an absence of over a month, was found stuck to
the church door.

 


Written on it in very small neat
handwriting was this:

 


XXVI

 


When the diehards
presented their grand theory that Christ’s Crucifixion on Earth had
permeated the entirety of space to their fellow theologians it was
greeted with anger and derision.

 


Even their fellow radical
theologians were appalled. It was ‘absolutely
impossible to extend to… [beings on Other Worlds] the benefits of
this redemption, impossible to imagine how the Divine Blood which
has flowed on Calvary could be… of some utility and efficacy for
their justification.’

How could salvation on earth
‘be the means of any advantage to the inhabitants of
Other Worlds?’ It was absurd.

Why, nothing was more
repugnant, comic, obscene.

 


When Father Herbert and his three
remaining Brothers had read the Post-It-Note there was a period of
silence.
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Then Brother Blachford started
crying.
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Brother Blachford burnt his
Paint-By-Numbers-Portrait-Of-Christ-The-Spaceman in a dustbin in
the middle of the cloister a little later.
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The dustbin in which Brother Blachford
burnt his Paint-By-Numbers-Portrait-Of-Christ had written on the
side the following words:

 


Please Keep The Zoo Tidy
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When there was nothing left of his
terrible work of art but little bits of burnt tin foil Brother
Blachford renounced his faith and then walked out of the
friary.
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When Brother Blachford had gone Father
Herbert went to his study and recited the 46th
Psalm.

 


The 46th Psalm went like
this:

 


‘God is our refuge and
strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will not
fear, though the earth gives way and the mountains fall into the
heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam and the mountains
quake with their surging.’
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Father Herbert was still reciting the
46th Psalm when the van arrived to collect that week’s
production of crucifixes. No one came to the little door opposite
the workshop so after a little while they left.
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Around three Brother Falzon told
Father Herbert he was just going to fly his crucifix-kite on Mount
Arat.
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He did not come back
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That night, when Father Herbert
finally fell asleep, he dreamt of beings on Other Worlds doing
unmentionable things to his Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifixes.
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There was an overturned rowboat just
outside what was left of the missionary station.

 


Father Theodore told his Brothers to
drag it to the water. Singing and praying Father Theodore clambered
in and his Brothers followed, then they began rowing across the
lake, the largest in Africa and the second largest in the world,
not counting Lake Superior.
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The friars were so exhausted and sick
by this stage that they rowed so slowly you had to watch really
carefully to be sure they were rowing and not just mucking
about.
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The friars in the rowboat in the lake
in the middle of Africa stopped rowing whenever it was time for
prayers.
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When the friars in the rowboat had
finished evening prayers something happened.
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A speedboat appeared on the horizon.
In the speed boat were three slightly drunk young men eating potato
chips.

 


The slightly drunk young men were the
first civilians the friars had seen in months.

 


The bedraggled friars were the first
men of God the young men had seen in a very, very long
time.

 


The potato chips the drunk young men
were eating were the first potato chips the men of God had seen in
a very, very long time.
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The young men turned off their engine.
The bedraggled friars stopped rowing. The young men looked at the
bedraggled friars. The bedraggled friars looked at the young men
and their potato chips.

 


And things sort of stayed like that
for a while.
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On Sunday morning it rained and Father
Herbert and Brother Bernard discovered another Post-It-Note stuck
to the church door.

 


XXVII

 


Even after their fellow
theologians had utterly rejected the idea that Christ had died on
Earth for the beings on Other Worlds, some diehards amazingly
continued to search for an answer to the problem of Christ’s
relation to the stars. They theorizing that while Christ had died
on Earth for man and man alone he had also died on Other Worlds for
other beings, in other words had became incarnate on a host of
worlds.

 


In a final attempt to solve the
problem of the stars the diehard theologians gave each of the
innumerable worlds a Christ of their very own, and wondered
‘in what guise/He trod the Pleiades, the Lyre, the
Bear’ and spoke in hushed wonderment of ‘a million alien Gospels’….

 


When he had said morning prayers
Father Herbert went to his study. When he got there he noticed that
his Glow-In-The-Dark-Christ had fallen, once again, from his
cross.

 


Jesus’ right leg had snapped off as he
had hit the floor.

 


Father Herbert picked up the tiny leg
and quickly taped it back onto the son of God’s little green body.
Then he taped Christ back to his cross.
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Father Herbert had reattached little
green Christ’s broken leg all wrong.

 


Consequently, Christ was doing the
goose step.
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At eleven Father Herbert said
Mass.

 


Since no one apart from Brother
Bernard was there Father Herbert didn’t bother with a
sermon.
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At two Brother Bernard
disappeared.

In his room Father Herbert found a
note. The note said:

 


Our soul is escaped as a
bird out of the snare

the snare is broken and we
are free.

 


Brother Bernard had taken his porno
mag.
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Father Theodore started telling the
young men in the speedboat with the potato chips all about
Christ.

 


He went on and on about how great
Jesus and God and Mary and the Holy Ghost were. He told the
slightly drunk young men all about Heaven and Hell.

 


He really did.

 


He told them the life story of St.
Francis of Assisi and even recited for them the whole of The
Canticle of Creatures. Adding when he had finished, that in his
opinion it was as good as anything Dante had written.
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The slightly drunk young men had not
come out on Lake Victoria to be preached to. They had come out on
Lake Victoria to get slightly drunk, to eat potato chips and talk
about young women.

 


The drunk young men in the speedboat
with potato chips in their hands and young women on their minds had
certainly not gone out on the lake to hear a crap poem by some long
dead religious nut with a thing for animals.

 


So what happened was this:

 


One of the slightly drunk young men
stood up, threw the potato chip he was holding into the lake and
made a joke.
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The other slightly drunk young men
laughed at the joke.

Their laughing made their speedboat
rock slightly in the water.
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Ripples from the rocking speedboat
soon reached the rowboat full of bedraggled friars and made them
rock as well, but the bedraggled men of God in the rowboat were not
laughing. They were not laughing because the joke the young man had
made had been made at Father Theodore’s expense.
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On Monday Father Herbert, now utterly
alone in the friary next to the little church in the middle of
nowhere, found two more Post-It-Notes.

 


XXVIII

 


When the fantastic,
astounding notion of multiple incarnations and crucifixions across
space was unveiled by the diehards their fellow theologians
condemned the idea as an aberrant attack on the very cornerstone of
their faith.

 


The idea of multiple incarnations
and crucifixions was ‘insidious, scandalous,
reckless, impious, blasphemous… frivolous and insolent in its
purpose, false and absurd in its reasoning, insane and
extravagant…’

 


The free thinkers had seen the
terrible chaos multiple incarnations and crucifixions would
create. ‘[A]re we’ Paine had asked
‘to suppose that every world in the boundless
creation had an Eve, an apple, a serpent, and a Redeemer? In this
case, the person who is irreverently called the Son of God, and
sometimes God himself, would have nothing else to do than to travel
from one world to the next, in an endless succession of death, with
scarcely a momentary interval of life.

 


Or, as Emerson put it:
‘the irresistible effect of the Copernican astronomy
is to have made the theological scheme of Redemption absolutely
incredible.’

 


When night came Father Herbert dreamt
once more that he was floating in space, lost amid the countless,
innumerable and inconsolably beautiful stars.
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And as he floated in his dream Father
Herbert cried like a baby.

 


He really did.

 


Because of the absence of gravity
Father Herbert’s tears drifted about inside his space helmet,
slowly coalescing until there was just one big ball of tears in
which Father Herbert could make out his own tragic
reflection.
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The slightly drunk young man in the
speedboat in the middle of Lake Victoria, in the middle of Africa,
had said this to Father Theodore:

 


‘Why don’t you go and walk
on water like Jesus?’
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After the slightly drunk young man had
made his joke things sort of stayed as they were for a while. The
other slightly drunk young men kept laughing, their speedboat kept
rocking, the rowboat in turn rocked and the friars kept on not
laughing.

 


And then something else, something
really new and unexpected happened.

 


Father Theodore stood up.
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The other bedraggled friars got up as
well.

 


The slightly drunk young men’s
laughter died down at this and their speedboat eventually stopped
rocking. The slightly drunk young men sensed that something else
really new and unexpected was about to happen.

 


Looking way off at the horizon Father
Theodore said ‘Follow me Brothers!’ and stepped out of the
boat.

 


‘Plop.’
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Without thinking the rest of the
friars followed.

 


‘Plop.’

 


‘Plop.’

 


‘Plop.’

 


‘Plop.’

 


And, after a little moment of
hesitation,

 


 


‘Plop.’

 


Until only Father Herbert was
left.
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The next morning it rained and Father
Herbert discovered more Post-It-Notes.

 


XXIX

 


Christ’s very nature,
being both Man and God, renders him impossible in the light of the
stars.

 


The Christian God - a
walking religious catastrophe, a flawed deity.

 


What was to be
done?

Only one thing; what the
conservative theologians had been doing all along, renounce the
night sky, deny the stars.

 


And that was what the
radical theologians, diehards included, did, they repudiated
reality, denied the existence of space, rejected the plurality of
worlds because of its complete and utter incompatibility with the
core doctrines of their faith.

 


‘We
know’ wrote one after this great realization within the
Church, that, ‘God is a citizen of this world
with us, custodian and server of this world, ruling the motion of
the heavens, guiding the constellations, making this earth
fruitful, and indeed watching over us; we do not
contrive to have him in another world, and to
watch over other men also… The Son of God is One; our master Jesus
Christ was born, died and resurrected in this world. Nor does He
manifest Himself elsewhere, nor elsewhere has He died or
resurrected…’

 


All were finally agreed;
theologically there can be no other beings, no Other Worlds, no
other Suns.
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How many friars drowned and how many
were eaten by alligators the police wouldn’t publicly
say.

 


(Privately they thought it was about
fifty/fifty.)
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Father Herbert spent the night in the
row boat on his back looking up at the stars.

 


He was found a few days later by
Jesuits and flown out of the country.
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It was raining the next morning when
Father Herbert found the last Post-It-Note.

 


XXX

 


Christianity wrong by
necessity of itself, remediless, irreparable,
irrevocable.

 


The Holy Trinity; a holy
error, a ‘divine’ miscalculation.

 


The stars; sparkling
refutations of Christ, forever out of the reach of the
inquisitors.

 


Christianity: a lie –
antithesis to how things are, the
‘immaculate error’.

 


(What today is funnier
than a Christian?)

 


The stars are our
salvation from ‘Salvation’, our emancipation from
‘Emancipation.’

 


One who is already free
does not require ‘Freedom.’

 


When he had said morning prayers
Father Herbert went to his study and just sat there.

It was then that he noticed the CCTV
monitor on his desk.

He had forgotten all about
it.

 


Father Herbert rewound the tape and
saw who had been sticking the Post-It-Notes on the door of the
little church.
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It had been him.
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A short while later a Mercedes with a
crucifix stuck on the bonnet pulled up outside the friary next to
the little church in the middle of nowhere in
particular.
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Inside was the Minister General of the
Franciscan Order.

 


He had come to find out why Father
Herbert and his Brothers had stopped making
Glow-In-The-Dark-Crucifixes for the glory of God.


Epilogue

 


Father Herbert suffered from
Disociative-Identity-Disorder more commonly known as
Multiple-Personality-Disorder.

 


That night on Lake Victoria half of
Father Herbert had clung to his faith, the other half had utterly
forsaken it under the innumerable and inconsolably beautiful
stars.


 


 


 


Twinkle, twinkle little
star

Killer of God is what you
are!


Notes

 


 


I

The poet Leopardi saw oblivious sleep
as man’s only comfort. (Selected Prose and Poetry edited and
translated Iris Origo and John Heath-Stubb, London, 1966,
p171-74)

 


 


II


Science is indeed the cure of religion. Comte believed
that ‘…all true science is in radical and
necessary opposition to all theology…’’
(The Extraterrestrial Life Debate
1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant to
Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press,
1986, p255)










III


Flammarion considered the idea of which we speak the very
culmination of the history of mankind. (The
Last Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds, from the Copernican
Revolution to Modern Science Fiction Karl S. Guthke,
Cornell University Press, 1983, p350)


For the Astronomer John Draper our idea was among the most
important of modern thought (The
Extraterrestrial Life Debate 1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of
Worlds from Kant to Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge
University Press, 1986, p364)

Sir
David Brewster believed there was no subject within the whole range
of knowledge so interesting. (Ibid p305)






The Astronomer Flammarion regarded it as the
‘apotheosis of astronomy and it’s supreme end.’
(Ibid p380)


For Arthur C. Clarke it was ‘one of
the greatest subjects that there have ever been or that can
possibly be conceived of’ (The
Last Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds, from the Copernican
Revolution to Modern Science Fiction Karl S. Guthke,
Cornell University Press, 1983, p1)






Dominique Lecourt described the idea of a plurality of worlds
as ‘a thousand times accursed’
(Life in the Universe
Jean Heidmann McGraw-Hill 1992 p11)

 


 


IV


‘Religion is a monumental chapter in the history
of human egotism.’ – William James
(Quotations for Our Time com.
Laurence Peter Macdonald, p177)






The description of man as an infinitesimally small being with
an almost infinitely large prides comes from Micromegas (Candide and
Other Stories Voltaire, Oxford University Press, 1990,
p121)










V


The mini-universe conjured by the theologians was so small,
so claustrophobic, so ridiculous, no one sane could abide in it.
Dontenelle wrote: ‘When the Heavens were a
little blue Arch, stuck on with stars, me-thought the Universe was
too strait and close, I was almost stifled for want of air’
(Conversations on the Plurality of
Worlds Bernard le Bovier de Fontenelle, University of
California Press, 1990, p115)

 


 


VI


‘We sail about in the current and have no means
for comparison’ wrote Johann Gottfried Herder
(The Last Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds,
from the Copernican Revolution to Modern Science Fiction
Karl S. Guthke, Cornell University Press, 1983,
p219)

 


Ever since Copernicus, as Nietzsche
observed, man has been slipping away from the centre into the
unknown.


(Ibid p219)

 


The exact words of the Pope’s
denoucification were these:

‘The proposition that the
sun is the centre of the world and does not move from its lace is
absurd and false philosophically and formally heretical because it
is expressly contrary to Holy Scripture.’

(The Holy Office, 1633)

 


 


VII


The theologians even forbade themselves from looking through
the telescopes. The Theologian Cesare Cremonini de Cento, was one
among many who refused, for religious reasons, to look at the night
sky with the aid of a telescope. (The Last
Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds, from the Copernican Revolution to
Modern Science Fiction Karl S. Guthke, Cornell
University Press, 1983, p96)

 



The Christian astronomer William S. Jacob was one who
pretended nothing had happened ‘our
religious belief is in no way affected’ by such
matters he insisted. (The Extraterrestrial
Life Debate 1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant
to Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University
Press, 1986, p313)

 


 


VIII


The idea that the Sun is a star was, believed John
Draper, ‘Perhaps the most momentous [fact]
that our science has brought us…’ (The Extraterrestrial Life Debate 1750-1900: The Idea of a
Plurality of Worlds from Kant to Lowell Michael J.
Crowe, Cambridge University Press, 1986, p365)










IX


The theologian Gabruel Naude lamented that the old heresies
were ‘nothing compared to the new ones the
astronomers are seeking to introduce with their worlds…’
(The Last Frontier: Imagining Other
Worlds, from the Copernican Revolution to Modern Science
Fiction Karl S. Guthke, Cornell University Press,
1983, p48)


Another theologian, Pluche, saw that the telescope lead to belief
in a plurality of worlds and in turn to ‘irreligion’ (Ibid
p310)

The
terrible problems posed by the stars for the theologians were all
too apparent to the Dominican Campanella (Ibid p137)


The Christian thinker Sir Stephen described the plurality of
worlds as a ‘heavy weight on the Christian
system.’ (The Extraterrestrial
Life Debate 1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant
to Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University
Press, 1986, p293)


It was ‘a thing monstrous if assented
to, and to be startled at’ according to Henry More
(The Last Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds,
from the Copernican Revolution to Modern Science Fiction
Karl S. Guthke, Cornell University Press, 1983,
p161)


‘…no difficulty…’ confessed the Rev.
Hequembourg ‘was ever made a source of
sceptical opposition of half such formidable magnitude.’


(The Extraterrestrial Life Debate
1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant to
Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press,
1986, p344)






For a fuller discussion of man’s uniqueness in the light of
the stars see Plurality of Worlds: The
Origins of the Extraterrestrial Life Debate from Democritus to
Kant Steven J. Dick, Cambridge University Press, 1982,
p188


See also The Last Frontier: Imagining
Other Worlds, from the Copernican Revolution to Modern Science
Fiction Karl S. Guthke, Cornell University Press,
1983, p47


The theologian Pierre Gassendi wondered how the inhabitants
of other worlds had been created, like everything else, for man?
(The Last Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds,
from the Copernican Revolution to Modern Science Fiction
Karl S. Guthke, Cornell University Press, 1983,
p174)


The plurality of worlds was described by the Rev. Theodor
Appel as a ‘bomb-shell thrown into an army
resting on its victorious march.’ (The Extraterrestrial Life Debate 1750-1900: The Idea of a
Plurality of Worlds from Kant to Lowell Michael J.
Crowe, Cambridge University Press, 1986, p359)










X


Foremost of the church elders opposed to a plurality of
worlds was St. Augustine (Plurality of
Worlds: The Origins of the Extraterrestrial Life Debate from
Democritus to Kant Steven J. Dick, Cambridge
University Press, 1982, p55)


Thomas Aquinas felt that the introduction of other worlds
would shatter the unity, perfection and order of the universe. (The
‘Summa Theologica’ trans.
Fathers of the English Dominican Province London, 1921)


Albert Magnus was of a similar view (Plurality of Worlds: The Origins of the Extraterrestrial Life
Debate from Democritus to Kant Steven J. Dick,
Cambridge University Press, 1982, p25)

John
of Jandun was sure of the religious impossibility of a plurality of
worlds (Ibid p37)


As was St. Philastrius of Brixen (The
Extraterrestrial Life Debate 1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of
Worlds from Kant to Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge
University Press, 1986, p337) and Roger Bacon (The Opus Majus of Roger Bacon trans. R. Burke,
Philadelphia, 1928, vol. 1, p185)






Protestants were no less vehement in their rejection of the
terrible idea than their Catholic brethren Herman Witsius, Jonhann
Franz Buddeus and Valentin Ernst Loscher all condemned the idea
(The Last Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds,
from the Copernican Revolution to Modern Science Fiction
Karl S. Guthke, Cornell University Press, 1983,
p201)


So to did Lambert Danneau (The
Extraterrestrial Life Debate 1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of
Worlds from Kant to Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge
University Press, 1986, p12)


(For further Protestant refuters see The Last Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds, from the Copernican
Revolution to Modern Science Fiction Karl S. Guthke,
Cornell University Press, 1983, p119)

 



Flammarion saw the problem of the plurality of worlds and God at
the heart of the age old confrontation between science and religion
(Ibid p345)

 


Copernicus never mentioned the
plurality of worlds (The Extraterrestrial Life Debate 1750-1900:
The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant to Lowell Michael
J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press, 1986, p10)


Galileo left the whole matter to ‘wiser men’
(The Last Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds,
from the Copernican Revolution to Modern Science Fiction
Karl S. Guthke, Cornell University Press, 1983,
p97)


Descartes made no comment (Plurality
of Worlds: The Origins of the Extraterrestrial Life Debate from
Democritus to Kant Steven J. Dick, Cambridge
University Press, 1982, p106)





The
phrase ‘pregnant silences’ is borrowed from Dick. (Ibid p111)










XI


The Theologian Pierre Charron chose to deny everything.
(The Last Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds,
from the Copernican Revolution to Modern Science Fiction
Karl S. Guthke, Cornell University Press, 1983,
p113)


William of Auvergne, the Bishop of Paris, too remained
Aristotlian (Plurality of Worlds: The
Origins of the Extraterrestrial Life Debate from Democritus to
Kant Steven J. Dick, Cambridge University Press, 1982,
p24)






For some conservative theologians, such as Voliva of the
Christian Apostolic Church, but also St. Augustine and Luther, not
only was the Earth the centre of the universe it was also flat(!).
(The Dictionary of Possibilities
ed. by Colin Wilson and John Grant Webb and Bower, 1981,
p173)






Biblical evidence for a stationary Earth includes: Josh 10:12-13,
Job 26:7 and Ps 19:6-7

 


 


XII


Theologians who warned the astronomers included the Rev.
Hutton (Ibid p441) and the Jesuit Giovanni Ciampoli
(The Plurality of Worlds: The Origins of
the Extraterrestrial Life Debate from Democritus to Kant
Steven J. Dick, Cambridge University Press, 1982,
p90)


In a similar vain the theologian Catcoot criticized the
astronomers for permitting the idea of a plurality of worlds to
spread as it tended ‘in weak minds to
lesson the idea of his [God’s] goodness and concern for man; and so
introduce infidelity and atheism.’
(The Extraterrestrial Life Debate
1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant to
Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press,
1986, p92)

The Rev. Maxwell denounced modern
astronomy as ‘a fort and rampart of the Infidel’ and
despaired at the lack of theological understanding within the
science. ‘It would appear’ he lamented ‘that many eminent
mathematicians and skilful [sic] astronomers are devoid of
sensibility, even upon the first elements of our holy
religion’ (Ibid p194)

The Rev Maxwell and others regarded
the modern universe as ‘oppressive’, ‘desolate’ and
‘dark’, a universe that drastically diminished man’s dignity
and fostered a loss of confidence in God’s ‘providential
care’ (Ibid p278)

 



The Jesuit Theologian Pierre de Cazre spoke of the
‘monstrous conclusions both unfitting and absurd
that follow from Copernicus’s opinion.’
(The Last Frontier: Imagining Other
Worlds, from the Copernican Revolution to Modern Science
Fiction Karl S. Guthke, Cornell University Press,
1983, p44)


If the plurality of worlds were true then, according to
Christian thinker Adam Sedgwick, it followed that
‘the labours of sober induction in vain, religion
a lie, human law is a mess folly, and a base injustice, morality
moonshine; our labours for the black people of Africa were works of
madmen; and man and woman are only beasts!’
(The Extraterrestrial Life Debate
1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant to
Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press,
1986, p274)

 



The plurality of worlds was for the theologian
Bellarmine ‘not only irritating the
theologians and philosophers, but injuring our holy faith and
making scripture false.’ (Pale
Blue Dot: A Vision of the Human Future in Space Carl
Sagan, Headline, 1995, p19)

 



For many the plurality of worlds was ‘unphilosophical, untheological and
unscriptural’. (The
Extraterrestrial Life Debate 1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of
Worlds from Kant to Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge
University Press, 1986, p456)


Other theologians such as the Bishop of Clogher, tried presenting
more metaphysical arguments(Ibid p91)


For the theologian La Galla, a plurality of worlds was indeed
a reduction ad adsurdum. (Plurality of
Worlds: The Origins of the Extraterrestrial Life Debate from
Democritus to Kant Steven J. Dick, Cambridge
University Press, 1982, p85)


Donne ruled that the plurality of worlds must be false since
God, Nature and Reason itself all concurred against it.
(Devotions Upon Emergent Occasions
John Donne, London, 1624, p88 and The
Last Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds, from the Copernican
Revolution to Modern Science Fiction Karl S. Guthke,
Cornell University Press, 1983, p75)


The idea that the unity of God found its best expression in a
single world was held, among others by Father Mersenne
(The Last Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds,
from the Copernican Revolution to Modern Science Fiction
Karl S. Guthke, Cornell University Press, 1983,
p121)






A few of the radicals like Abbe Joseph Filachou
(The Extraterrestrial Life Debate
1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant to
Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press,
1986, p411) and the High Anglican Richard Holt Hutton (Ibid p441)
did little more than stall for time.






Some, like the Anglican clergyman William Derham held that an
answer to the problem could only be found in a direct revelation.
(The Last Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds,
from the Copernican Revolution to Modern Science Fiction
Karl S. Guthke, Cornell University Press, 1983,
p251)





Some
of the radical theologians like the protestant Otto Zockler (Ibid
p429) and the Rev. Bentley (Ibid p23) bluffed: Christianity, they
said, could easily accommodate the notion of the plurality of
worlds. The Rev. Bentley did likewise


The Theologian Ortolan declared ‘Our
venerable dogmas accommodate very well the teachings of modern
science on the habitation of the stars, for it teaches nothing on
the subject…’ (Ibid p417) The Rev. Fuller made much
the same pronouncements (Ibid p172)






Some like the Rev. Miller dismissed the ‘pleasantly beguiling’ idea as nonsense.
(The Extraterrestrial Life Debate
1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant to
Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press,
1986, p460)


Drawing attention to the terrible theological dilemmas the
plurality of worlds raised the Anglican Rev. Brewer felt that that
in and of itself proved its impossibility (Ibid p336)





Some
of the theologians did little more then contradicted
themselves.


The Congregationist minister Joshua Leavitt asserted that it
was ‘impossible to make any theory of
plurality of worlds square with the scheme of redemption’
only to later claim that it ‘would
not destroy a single argument in favour of Christianity’
(Ibid p342)






Those who tried to banish the plurality of worlds with
laughter; included the biblical scholar Parkhurst who called it a
‘delusive dream’
(The Extraterrestrial Life Debate
1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant to
Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press,
1986, p91)


The catholic priest Pierre Gassendi dismissed it as but
‘visions of the mind’
(Plurality of Worlds: The Origins of the
Extraterrestrial Life Debate from Democritus to Kant
Steven J. Dick, Cambridge University Press, 1982,
p55)


‘[T]he lunatic philosophers’ wrote
the theologian Gerhard De Vries ‘teach that
each of those (stars) has not one planetary globe, not one or two,
not ten or twenty but as man earths made by God as grass grows on
the plains or ears of corn in the fields’ (Ibid
p122)





‘Mind not the stars,
mind thou thy Mind and God’ commanded the theological
conservative Glough. (The Extraterrestrial Life Debate
1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant to
Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press, 1986,
p441)

Milton ordered much the same in
Paradise Lost: ‘Dream not of other worlds; what creatures
there/Live in what state, condition or degree’. (Paradise
Lost John Milton bk VIII lines 175-6)






The Conservative Holy Synod of Russia decreed that
‘none henceforth shall dare to write or print
anything either of the multitude of worlds, or anything else in
opposition to the sacred faith, or in disagreement with honourable
morals, under penalty of most severe punishment.’
(The Extraterrestrial Life Debate
1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant to
Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press,
1986, p160)










XIII


The theologian Gerhard De Vries rejected the plurality of
worlds on scriptural grounds (Plurality of
Worlds: The Origins of the Extraterrestrial Life Debate from
Democritus to Kant Steven J. Dick, Cambridge
University Press, 1982, p121) so did the Rev Maxwell
(The Last Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds,
from the Copernican Revolution to Modern Science Fiction
Karl S. Guthke, Cornell University Press, 1983, p204) the
Rev. Birks (The Extraterrestrial Life
Debate 1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant to
Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press,
1986, p296) and Pierre Gassendi. (Plurality
of Worlds: The Origins of the Extraterrestrial Life Debate from
Democritus to Kant Steven J. Dick, Cambridge
University Press, 1982, p55)


There was absolutely no mention in scared scripture of a plurality
of worlds, they pointed out and everything that was there ruled out
anything other than a single world.

For
the theologian Prieere De Cazre the book of Genesis was very clear:
the Earth was made before the stars which were created on the
fourth day of creation.


(The Extraterrestrial Life Debate
1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant to
Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press,
1986, p18)





That
the stars were there simply to aid man in his navigation and to
stare in awe at was the position taken by the Canadian cure Burque,
(Ibid p421), the Congregationalist minister Joshua Leavitt (Ibid
p342), the Jesuit Thomas Hughes (Ibid p455), Francois Xavier de
Feller (Ibid p133) and John Wesley (Ibid p181).

Melanchton believed anyone with an
understanding of Scriptural doctrine was forced to reject the
possibility of a plurality of worlds.

Central to Melanchton argument was the
‘doctrine of the heavens’ as set out in Genesis namely that ‘on
the sixth day God finished the work he had been doing. And he
rested on the seventh from all the work he had done,’ this
Melanchon believed showed conclusively that after God had made the
sun, moon and stars he had created nothing else. (Plurality of
Worlds: The Origins of the Extraterrestrial Life Debate from
Democritus to Kant Steven J. Dick, Cambridge University Press,
1982, p88)


Since the Bible was the only authentic source of knowledge
concerning Nature, reasoned the theologian Daneau, a belief in the
plurality of worlds, which, at the very least, was not supported by
it, had to be false. (The Last Frontier:
Imagining Other Worlds, from the Copernican Revolution to Modern
Science Fiction Karl S. Guthke, Cornell University
Press, 1983, p49)

This
notion of doctrinal incompatibility was widespread held by the
theologians De Cazre, J.P. Morin, Juan Caramuel, Thomas Milles,
Caspar Bartholin, Athanasius Kircherari and Samuel Sorbiere (Ibid
p119)










XIV


Some of the radical theologians attempts to account for so
many empty worlds were little more than comic: ‘…the planets and the stars’ wrote the Rev.
Whewell earnestly ‘are lumps which have
flown from the potter’s wheel of the Great Worker: the shed-coils
which… sprang from his mighty lathe… the sparks which darted from
his awful anvil when the solar system lay incandescent thereon: the
curls of vapour from the great cauldron of creation…’


(The Extraterrestrial Life Debate
1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant to
Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press,
1986, p294)






The Catholic theologian Richard Simpson held that other
worlds were only ‘seats of animal
life’ (Ibid p337) an idea shared by Jules Boiteux
(Ibid p415)






Arguments based n the value of human souls were proposed by a
number of Christian thinkers. Baker wrote that ‘there is more perfection in one rational immaterial
Soul, than in the whole Mass of
Matter…’, and as a result ‘There cannot then be any absurdity in saying, that all things
were created for the sake of this inferior world, and the
inhabitants thereof’’ (Ibid p35)


While the Rev. Bentely declared that: ‘The soul of one virtuous and religious man is of greater
worth and excellency than the sun and his planets and all the
stars’ (Ibid p35)


Man alone was ‘a worthy object of all
the vast magnificence of Creative power’
(The Last Frontier: Imagining Other
Worlds, from the Copernican Revolution to Modern Science
Fiction Karl S. Guthke, Cornell University Press,
1983, p334)


Some, such as the devout Christian Gilfillian, went further,
insisting that just one human soul outweighed the whole of material
creation! (The Extraterrestrial Life Debate
1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant to
Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press,
1986, p341)


‘…for the development of such a being [man] what
is a universe such as ours? Man is not ‘of no importance’ on the
contrary ‘what a piece of work is man! How noble in reason! How
infinite in factulty!... In apprehension how like a god!’
wrote the Christian thinker Wallace. (The Last Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds, from the Copernican
Revolution to Modern Science Fiction Karl S. Guthke,
Cornell University Press, 1983, p365)


The theologian Klopstock declared: ‘What are these worlds, which even angels cannot number,
compared to my soul!’ (Ibid p222)


The Jesuit Hughes cry was ‘An earth
for man’s body, a universe for his
soul.’(The Extraterrestrial
Life Debate 1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant
to Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University
Press, 1986, p455)





Only
bigots and mad men can believe that the universe itself was brought
into being for their sakes.


The universe has not evolved to suit us – it is the other way round.

 


 


XV


The theologian Kicker spoke of God’s ‘inscrutable wisdom’ in
making the Earth the only abode of life in the universe,
(The Last Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds,
from the Copernican Revolution to Modern Science Fiction
Karl S. Guthke Cornell University Press 1983 p124) as did
Francois Xavier de Feller. (The
Extraterrestrial Life Debate 1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of
Worlds from Kant to Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge
University Press, 1986, p133)

The best course of action, according
to the theologian Gassendi, was to just assume the Earth to be the
only inhabited world. (The Last Frontier: Imagining Other
Worlds, from the Copernican Revolution to Modern Science
Fiction Karl S. Guthke, Cornell University Press, 1983,
p172)


The theologian Hughes advised those who found it hard to
accept the stars were for man alone to simply remember that God
worked in mysterious ways. (The
Extraterrestrial Life Debate 1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of
Worlds from Kant to Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge
University Press, 1986, p455)


The Rev. Burton, who saw ‘prodigious
paradoxes’ and ‘absurdities’ in the plurality of worlds, ordered
mankind to leave such ‘mysteries’
to God. (The Last Frontier: Imagining
Other Worlds, from the Copernican Revolution to Modern Science
Fiction Karl S. Guthke, Cornell University Press, 1983
p127)

 



The idea that the Earth remained at the spiritual centre was
held by many including the Rev. Leitch. (The Extraterrestrial Life Debate 1750-1900: The Idea of a
Plurality of Worlds from Kant to Lowell Michael J.
Crowe, Cambridge University Press, 1986, p452)

 


That
our solar system was at the centre of the Galactic plane was put
forward by the octogenarian Wallace. (Ibid p530)

The
‘theory’ that it was the most organized point in the universe
belonged to the Christian philosophers Schelling and Steffens (Ibid
p260)

The
theologian Johann Heinrich Kurtz argued that it was near the
central spot of the universe (Ibid p261)

Kepler struggled intensely with the
problems the plurality of worlds presented for his faith. His
tortured ‘solution’ to the problem of the plurality of worlds was
to make the Earth centre stage in the Universe by stating that the
sun shined incomparably more brightly than all the fixed stars put
together. (The Last Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds, from the
Copernican Revolution to Modern Science Fiction Karl S. Guthke,
Cornell University Press, 1983, p105)

This was all nonsense of course, for
as every school child knows, the Sun is an average star in a normal
solar system that floats in a typical spiral arm of an unremarkable
Galaxy no different to a billion others.

 


 


XVI


It was the Abbe Francois Xavier Burque who held that the
human form was the only one capable of housing intelligence.
(The Extraterrestrial Life Debate
1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant to
Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press,
1986, p421)

The
flawed extended logic that, since the stars kept the planets in
their places, it was correct to consider them made for man was the
brainchild of Congregationalist Minister Joshua Leavitt (Ibid p421)
and Duncan Forbes (Ibid p91)

 



Theologians who spoke knowingly of the inhospitality of binary
stars included the Catholic Rev. Searle, (Ibid p137), Theophile
Ortolan, (Ibid p417) and Johann Ebrad. (Ibid p428)

The
terrible rarity of planets was an argument put forward by the Abbe
Francois Xavier Burque (Ibid p421)


Afred Russell Wallace held that life only occurred when a
truely miraculous set of conditions were met (The Last Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds, from the Copernican
Revolution to Modern Science Fiction Karl S. Guthke,
Cornell University Press, 1983, p363) so to did the Rev Searle
(The Extraterrestrial Life Debate
1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant to
Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press,
1986, p137)

The
devout catholic Jules Boiteux wrote with great satisfaction of the
terrible fragility of life (Ibid p414)
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A number of theologians subscribed to this idea of the
colonization of space. They included Henry Drummond,
(The Extraterrestrial Life Debate
1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant to
Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press,
1986, p339) George Gilfillan, (The Last
Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds, from the Copernican Revolution to
Modern Science Fiction Karl S. Guthke, Cornell
University Press, 1983, p341) Rev. Hewitt, (The Extraterrestrial Life Debate 1750-1900: The Idea of a
Plurality of Worlds from Kant to Lowell Michael J.
Crowe, Cambridge University Press, 1986, p456) the Rev Haquembourg
(Ibid p344) and the Rev Thomas Birks (Ibid p267)

 



Some of the radical theologians, such as Johann Kaspar
Lavater, felt the other worlds might be waiting rooms for Christian
souls prior to their eternal resurrection. (The Last Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds, from the Copernican
Revolution to Modern Science Fiction Karl S. Guthke,
Cornell University Press, 1983, p271)

Others like the Rev. Jenkins put
forward the similar notion that the other worlds of the cosmos were
‘mansions of righteousness or places of punishment’ for human
souls.


(The Extraterrestrial Life Debate
1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant to
Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press,
1986, p36)

The
idea that the other worlds were the abodes of angels was held by
Kurtz among others (Ibid p261)


Some, like Frederick Cronhelm, hedged their bets saying that
the other worlds were both waiting rooms for souls
and the homes of angels (Ibid
p334)






Yet another ingenious explanation was thought up by the
Vicomte Francois-Rene de Chateaubriand to explain away innumerable
empty worlds: God had created them as habitations for
‘the race of Adam’ but sadly as Adam
had sinned they had ‘remained only
sparkling solitudes…’ (Ibid p181)
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Flammarion called these free thinkers, ‘heroes of thought and philosophy’ (Ibid
p380)

 


For Kant ‘the fixed stars, as so
many suns, are centres of similar systems in which all may be
arranged just as greatly… as in ours…’


He was so convinced of the plurality of worlds he was willing
to bet ‘many of the advantages of
life’ that it was so.


Knowledge of Kant’s belief in plurality forces a new
interpretation of his famous remark ‘two
things fill the mind with ever new and increasing admiration and
awe, the oftener and more steadily they are reflected on: the
starry heavens above me and the moral law within
me’…(Ibid p54)

Wordsworth spoke excitedly of
‘…worlds unthought of till the searching mind of science laid
them open to mankind.’ (Ibid p169)

Locke regarded man as one of the
lowest of all the intellectual beings in the universe (Ibid p27) as
did Voltaire (Mircomegas in Candide and Other Stories
Voltaire, Oxford University Press, 1990, p101)


Herschel stated that every star was ‘probably of as much consequence to a system of planets,
satellites and comets as our own sun…’ (The
Extraterrestrial Life Debate 1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of
Worlds from Kant to Lowell Michael J. Crowe Cambridge
University Press, 1986, p66)


Montaigne agreed. (Plurality of
Worlds: The Origins of the Extraterrestrial Life Debate from
Democritus to Kant Steven J. Dick, Cambridge
University Press, 1982, p47)

‘We scare know where we
are in the midst of so many worlds’ declared Fontenelle’s
character the Marquise in his novel Entretiens. (The Last
Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds, from the Copernican Revolution to
Modern Science Fiction Karl S. Guthke, Cornell University
Press, 1983, p235)

For Leibniz the Earth was ‘almost
lost in nothingness.’


(The Extraterrestrial Life Debate
1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant to
Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press,
1986, p29)


Just as Comte saw the solar system as ‘almost imperceptible in the universe’ (Ibid
p255)


‘…how insignificant we are, remarked
Mark Twain, with our pigmy little world –
an atom glinting with uncounted myriads of other atom
worlds’ (Ibid p450)

 



Hume saw the religious implications of the plurality of
worlds, (Ibid p96) as did Montaigne. (Plurality of Worlds: The Origins of the Extraterrestrial Life
Debate from Democritus to Kant Steven J. Dick,
Cambridge University Press, 1982, p47)

Leibniz too perceived the enormous
‘perplexities’ that opened up for the poor theologians. (The
Extraterrestrial Life Debate 1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of
Worlds from Kant to Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge
University Press, 1986, p29)


Lord Byron held that it had been ‘the
comparative insignificance of ourselves and our world, when placed
in competition with the mighty whole, of which it is an atom, that
first led me to imagine that our pretensions to eternity might be
over-rated’ (Ibid p170)

Flammarion, likewise, lost his
Christian faith as a consequence of its irreconcilability with the
idea of a plurality of worlds (Ibid p380)


The philosopher Bolingbroke lambasted theologians for
absurdly believing that ‘man and the
happiness of man, were the final causes of the creation…’ (The Last
Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds, from the Copernican Revolution to
Modern Science Fiction Karl S. Guthke, Cornell
University Press, 1983, p249)

Mark Twain in the same spirit
ridiculed them for ‘prating complacently of our speck as the
Great World & regarding the other specks as pretty trifles made
to steer our schooners by.’ (The Extraterrestrial Life Debate
1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant to
Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press, 1986,
p450)

The astronomer Bonnet saw the same
absurdity and asked ‘proud and ignorant mortal! Raise now your
eyes to heaven and tell me: if some of those luminaries which hang
in the starry vault were removed, would your nights become darker?
Do not then say that the stars are made for me… Insane!’ (Ibid
p129)

For John Adams it was impossible to
square the teaching of Bible with the discoveries of astronomy and
he rejected categorically the notion that the ‘great Principle
which has produced this boundless universe, Newton’s universe and
Herschell’s universe, came down to this little ball, to be spat
upon.’ (Ibid p29)

For Comte too the earth was only a
secondary body circling the sun, in a solar system that was itself
‘almost imperceptible in the universe’, the repercussion -
the sheer impossibility of Christianity was, in his mind, quite
unavoidable(Ibid p257)

Froude, another freethinker, put the
matter succinctly; ‘This miserable ball, not a sand-grain in the
huge universe of suns, and yet to which such a strangely mysterious
destiny was said to have been attached. I had said to myself, Can
it be that God, Almighty God, He, the Creator Himself, went down
and took the form of one of those miserable insects crawling on its
surface, and died Himself to save their souls? I have asked the
question. Did ever any man ask it honestly, and answer Yes?’
(Ibid p333)

‘The difference’
wrote Twain ‘between that universe [the Christian universe] and
the modern one revealed by science is as the difference between a
dust-flecked ray in a barn and the sublime arch of the Milky Way in
the skies.’ (Ibid p450)

The poet Leopardi was another who
lamented the human races’ stupidity: ‘for believing ourselves to
be the first and most important of all terrestrial creatures, each
one of us, even if dressed in rags and with nothing but a dry crust
of bread to gnaw, has yet esteemed himself an emperor – not only of
Constantinople or Germany, or half the Earth, as the Roman emperors
were, but an Emperor of the Universe, ruling the sun, the planets
and all the visible and invisible stars; and the final cause of the
stars, the planets… and everything else…’

Leopardi wondered what would become of
the human race ‘when so many thousand new worlds appear, so that
even the smallest star in the Milky Way does not lack it’s
own?’

(The Last Frontier: Imagining Other
Worlds, from the Copernican Revolution to Modern Science
Fiction Karl S. Guthke, Cornell University Press, 1983,
p53)

For Emerson the greatest benefit of
modern astronomy was its curtailing of man’s theological conceit.
(The Extraterrestrial Life Debate 1750-1900: The Idea of a
Plurality of Worlds from Kant to Lowell Michael J. Crowe,
Cambridge University Press, 1986, p235)


According to Shelly the plurality of worlds made it
utterly ‘impossible to believe that the
Spirit that pervades this infinite machine [the universe] begat a
son upon the body of a… woman; or is angered at the consequences of
that necessity, which is a synonym of itself. All that miserable
tale of the Devil, and Eve, and the Intercessor…, is irreconcilable
with the knowledge of the stars. The works of His fingers have
borne witness against Him.’ (Ibid p170)

For a fuller discussion of Paine’s
argument see Ibid p164.

 


Many of these freethinkers suffered at
the hands of the Church. Their books were banned and they were
condemned as heretics. (Ibid p19 and p375)

The most famous victim was Giordano
Bruno and the message behind his fate was clear.

Some hundred years after his murder
the French cleric, Marc Antonine Guigues gave perfect expression to
this message when he warned his flock; ‘To believe that the
[suns illuminate other worlds] it would be necessary to have the
mind of Giordano Bruno who was burned by the judgement of the Holy
Inquisition for having maintained such an
impertinence.’

(Planet Quest: The Epic Discovery
of Alien Solar Systems Ken Croswell, The Free Press, 1997,
pvii)

 


Some apologists insist that it was not
for his belief in a plurality of worlds that Bruno was burned at
the stake but for other heresies (see Giordano Bruno and the
Hermetic Tradition Frances A. Yates, University of Chicago
Press, 1991) Until the Vatican releases the charge sheet against
him, lost within the catacombs, Bruno will remain for many the
patron saint of plurality.

 


 


XIX


Many of the radicals’ grand attempts to unify Christianity
and the stars collapsed almost the moment they were started. The
theologian Borel was unable to find a satisfactory answer to the
question of man’s status in a universe of many worlds.
(The Last Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds,
from the Copernican Revolution to Modern Science Fiction
Karl S. Guthke, Cornell University Press, 1983,
p170)





What would Pascal’s completed
apologetic, The Pensees, have said on the matter?

Pascal seemed aware of the problem of
the stars, in the Bunschvecig ordering of his notes the remark
‘the eternal silence of these infinite spaces frightens me’
is followed by the exclamation ‘How many kingdoms know us
not!’ (The Extraterrestrial Life Debate 1750-1900: The Idea
of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant to Lowell Michael J. Crowe,
Cambridge University Press, 1986, p14)

 



Some of the radical theologians, such as Nicholas Hill
insisted that man need not ‘envy’ the inhabitants of other worlds
or fear their religious implications. Why exactly, he did not,
could not say. (Plurality of Worlds: The
Origins of the Extraterrestrial Life Debate from Democritus to
Kant Steven J. Dick, Cambridge University Press, 1982,
p49)


Radical theologians who spoke of the majesty of space and yet
left unanswered the problems of the stars included The Rev. Grew,
William Whiston, John Keill, Pierre Louis Moreau de Maupeertuis and
William Derham. (The Last Frontier:
Imagining Other Worlds, from the Copernican Revolution to Modern
Science Fiction Karl S. Guthke, Cornell University
Press, 1983, p250)


So too did the Christian poet Brookes (Ibid p310) and
the theologian Richard Bentley (Plurality of Worlds: The Origins of the Extraterrestrial Life
Debate from Democritus to Kant Steven J. Dick,
Cambridge University Press, 1982, p155)

The Christian astronomer Rittenhouse
fervently believed that the plurality of worlds could be reconciled
with Christianity but did not say how. (The Extraterrestrial
Life Debate 1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant
to Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press, 1986,
p112)


Kepler sought reconciliation but he too passed in silent dread over
the theological dilemmas.


(The Last Frontier: Imagining Other
Worlds, from the Copernican Revolution to Modern Science
Fiction Karl S. Guthke, Cornell University Press,
1983, p83)






Those that used Inscrutability to try and explain away the
theological headaches included the Rev. Paley (Ibid p252) the
Theologian Guericke (Ibid p175) and the Anglican ‘physiotheologian’
Boyle (Ibid p116)






The builders of these new cosmological centres included
Kepler (Plurality of Worlds: The Origins of
the Extraterrestrial Life Debate from Democritus to Kant
Steven J. Dick, Cambridge University Press, 1982, p88) and
Pierre Borel. (Ibid p116)


The Theologian Stetefeldt praised and admired the
‘inductive acumen’(!) of their
predecessors for considering the Earth the most important of
planets, and the centre of creation.
(The Extraterrestrial Life Debate
1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant to
Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press,
1986, p466)

The
stupefying cosmological map with the Earth in the centre was the
work of one Thomas Wright of Durham. (Ibid p42)










XX


The notion that man was the most wicked being in the universe
was entertained by many, including Monseigneur de Montignez (Ibid
p413) and Joseph Smith, prophet and founder of the Church of Latter
Day Saints (Ibid p243).

There were, thought the radical
theologian Dwight, probably but two rebellions against God, the
first perpetrated by the highest, the angels, the second by the
lowest, man on Earth (Ibid p117)


Some, such as the Baptist Rev. Harris, (Ibid p238) and Adventist
Bates (Ibid p239) went even further declaring that through-out the
entire universe of inhabited worlds the Earth was the only planet
on which evil resided.





The
Bible acquired an enriched meaning in light of the stars according
to the Rev. Nares (Ibid p173)

It
was the first head of the Free Church of Scotland, Thomas Chalmers,
who calmly asserted that the Great Book needed some
‘reinterpreting’ (Ibid p186)


Another radical, the devout Samuel Pye went to extraordinary
lengths explaining that Genesis was an account of the formation not
of the Earth but of the entire solar system – though this really
made not the slightest difference to the conundrum of the stars
(Ibid p90)


The Rev. Terrasson argued for the wider ‘interpretation’ of
the six days of creation, (Ibid p135), while the Anglican Bishop
Wilkins spoke of the one world meaning the entire universe.
(Plurality of Worlds: The Origins of the
Extraterrestrial Life Debate from Democritus to Kant
Steven J. Dick, Cambridge University Press, 1982,
p98)


A similar semantic trick was put forward by the Abbe Pluche,
who argued that while it was true the stars were not made for man
in a literal sense, man might still make use of them. Thus it was
possible to say that God’s great acts of beneficence were
still for man even if he had
to share them with others. (The Last
Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds, from the Copernican Revolution to
Modern Science Fiction Karl S. Guthke, Cornell
University Press, 1983, p238)
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The theologian Kurtz was one of many who saw this problem of
the stars and the ‘fundamental and leading
doctrine of all Christendom’. (The Extraterrestrial Life Debate 1750-1900: The Idea of a
Plurality of Worlds from Kant to Lowell Michael J.
Crowe, Cambridge University Press, 1986, p262)






The theologian Milne used this sea metaphor in his writings.
(Are We Alone?: Implications of the
Discovery of Extraterrestrial Life Paul Davies,
Penguin, 1995, p30)

 


 


XXII

The idea that beings on Other Worlds
had not fallen into sin was taken up by a number of
theologians.

 


Campanella championed it (The Last
Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds, from the Copernican Revolution to
Modern Science Fiction Karl S. Guthke, Cornell University
Press, 1983, p143) as did Pierre Courbet, (The Extraterrestrial
Life Debate 1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant
to Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press, 1986,
p416) the Baptist theologian Andrew Fuller, (The Last Frontier:
Imagining Other Worlds, from the Copernican Revolution to Modern
Science Fiction Karl S. Guthke, Cornell University Press, 1983,
p201) Klopstock, (Ibid p295) the Rev. Bently (The
Extraterrestrial Life Debate 1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of
Worlds from Kant to Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge
University Press, 1986, p23) and even C.S. Lewis. (The Last
Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds, from the Copernican Revolution to
Modern Science Fiction Karl S. Guthke, Cornell University
Press, 1983, p201)

 



William of Vorilong maintained that beings on other worlds
‘would not exist in sin’ and thus did not require a Saviour,
(Plurality of Worlds: The Origins of the
Extraterrestrial Life Debate from Democritus to Kant
Steven J. Dick, Cambridge University Press, 1982, p43) so too
did the Rev. Harris. (The Extraterrestrial
Life Debate 1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant
to Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University
Press, 1986, p238)

It was not, as the Rev. Pohle put it
‘necessary to assume as probable also the fall of species on
other celestial bodies.’ In fact nothing ‘obliges us to
think others as evil as ourselves’ (Ibid p434)

Or, as the Christian poet Young put
it, ‘all worlds were made by God but only one Redeemed’
(Ibid p86)

 


Even
conservatives within the Church, such as the Rev Whewell, were of
the view that some, if not all, intelligent beings were in some
sense sinful (Ibid p208)

 



Indeed for Dr Chalmers of the Free Church of Scotland the
suggestion that the Redemption was only of benefit to
‘the species to which we belong’ was
repugnant and a ‘presumption of the
Infidel’ (Ibid p182)

It was a view shared by the Abbe
Francois Xavier Burque (Ibid p421)

 


 


XXIII

The idea of Transmigration or
‘Interplanetary palingenesis’ made possible a new and even more
preposterous Christian anthropocentrism.

The ‘sole purpose’ of the myriad
‘worlds’ according to Transmigration was to provide the settings
for the stages of the human soul’s gradual perfection. (The Last
Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds, from the Copernican Revolution to
Modern Science Fiction Karl S. Guthke, Cornell University
Press, 1983, p268)

Transmigration’s greatest advocate was
the mystic Baron Swedenborg. (The Extraterrestrial Life Debate
1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant to
Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press, 1986,
p100)


The Christian Astronomer Johann Elert Bode also believed in
the interplanetary migration of souls. (The
Last Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds, from the Copernican
Revolution to Modern Science Fiction Karl S. Guthke,
Cornell University Press, 1983, p278)


As did the Christian scholar Sharon Turner
(The Extraterrestrial Life Debate
1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant to
Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press,
1986, p228)





The
majority of Theologians rejected all talk of transmigration, it
being repudiated out of hand by a council of bishops (Ibid
p379)

The
lament that good men with the best intentions do more damage than a
horde of sceptics was Edward King’s (Ibid p104)










XXIV

‘[I]t is not absurd to
imagine’ the Christian philosopher Beattie asked ‘that our
fall and recovery may be useful to them [the inhabitants of the
plurality of worlds] as an example; and that the divine grace
manifested in our redemption may raise their adoration and
gratitude into higher raptures’ (Ibid p102)

The scholastic Vorilong asked
‘whether Christ by dying on this earth could redeem the
inhabitants of another world?’

(Plurality of Worlds: The Origins
of the Extraterrestrial Life Debate from Democritus to Kant
Steven J. Dick, Cambridge University Press, 1982, p88)

‘[O]n what grounds is
it concluded,’ wondered the Bishop Porteus, ‘that the
benefits of Christ’s death extend no further than to ourselves?
(The Extraterrestrial Life Debate 1750-1900: The Idea of a
Plurality of Worlds from Kant to Lowell Michael J. Crowe,
Cambridge University Press, 1986, p103)


The Comte Joseph de Maistre put the remarkable thesis
thus; ‘the altar was at Jerusalem, but the
blood of the victim bathed the universe’ (Ibid
p181)


Christ’s Incarnation and Redemption on the earth were, in the
words of the Rev. Fuller, events of such power they were
able ‘to fill all and every part of God’s
dominions with everlasting and increasing joy’ (Ibid
p172)

While the ‘Incarnation was
unique’, explained the Rev Knight, it’s influences were
‘universal’ (Ibid p336)


Such diehards believed that numerous biblical passages (Eph
1:9-10, Col 1:16 and Col 1:20 ) showed clearly that beings on other
worlds had ‘no other way to come to God but
by Jesus Christ’ (The Last
Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds, from the Copernican Revolution to
Modern Science Fiction Karl S. Guthke, Cornell
University Press, 1983, p134)


The phrase ‘species of incorporated
intelligences’ is the theologian De Concilio’s.
(The Extraterrestrial Life Debate
1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant to
Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press,
1986, p455)





So excited by such arguments became
some diehards they speculated that the ten days between Christ’s
ascension and the Pentecost were taken up with Jesus’s procession
through the Other Worlds! (Ibid p222)

It
was the Rev. Miller who came up with the droll answer as to why God
had picked the Earth over all the other worlds to stage his great
drama (Ibid p322)






Many of the diehards could hardly contain their
relief: ‘here’ wrote the Rev.
Winkler, ‘on this small world, a triumph
may have been achieved by the Son of God, that distributes its
spoils to all systems, through all times; and for the temptation
and anguish of Jesus of Nazareth, the sweet influences of the
Pleiades may be fuller of vernal promise… and seasons of salvation
may have befallen all the signs of the zodiac…’ (Ibid
p450)

The
Rev. Miller placed the earth above the largest the brightest orb
which gleams upon the midnight sky.


(The Last Frontier: Imagining Other
Worlds, from the Copernican Revolution to Modern Science
Fiction Karl S. Guthke, Cornell University Press,
1983, p361)


The poet Klopstock described the earth in the same vain as
the ‘second home of splendour of God,
immortal witness of those secret sublime deeds of the great
Messiah!’ (The
Extraterrestrial Life Debate 1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of
Worlds from Kant to Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge
University Press, 1986, p202)
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It
was, the Rev. Knight believed, the job of evangelizing to the stars
fell to the angels (Ibid p336)


Like the majority of diehards like Milne saw spreading the
news as a responsibility of man. (Are We
Alone? Implications of the Discovery of Extraterrestrial
Life Paul Davies, Penguin, 1995, p31)










XXVI

The
Abbe Francois Xvier Burque ruled it impossible that the Divine
Blood which had flown on Calvary could be of any benefit to beings
on Other Worlds (Ibid p421)

As
did the Rev. Whewell (Ibid p279)










XXVII

That Jesus might have lived and died
over and over amid the stars was at first only hinted at. The
Baptist theologian Foster describing beings on Other Worlds as
having religious events of ‘comparable significance’ to
those on Earth.(The Extraterrestrial Life Debate
1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant to
Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press, 1986,
p379)


Borel spoke of beings on Other Worlds requiring
Redemption ‘of some sort’.
(The Last Frontier: Imagining Other Worlds,
from the Copernican Revolution to Modern Science Fiction
Karl S. Guthke, Cornell University Press, 1983, p170)
‘Maybe’, wrote the theologian
Schanz, ‘they fell and were redeemed by an
Incarnation of their own’.


The diehard Boiteux spoke of his readiness to accept, should
the church authorities sanction it, the notion of multiple
incarnations throughout space. (The
Extraterrestrial Life Debate 1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of
Worlds from Kant to Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge
University Press, 1986, p415)





The
phrase ‘a million alien Gospels’ comes from the pen of Meynell
(Ibid p445)










XXVIII


Could Christ unite himself ‘hypostatically’ to a number of men? Wondered the
Abbe Jean Terrasson, and then went on;
‘one responds without hesitation – yes. The men
would all be men-God [homes-Dieu] men in the plural, God in the
singular, because these men-God would be in effect several in
number as to human nature, but they would be only one in respect to
the divine nature’ (Ibid p135)


Such notions made the majority of the Church recoil in abject
horror, ‘we cannot imagine’,
the theologian Milne emphatically stated, ‘the Son of God suffering vicariously on each of a myriad
planets’ (Are We Alone?:
Implications of the Discovery of Extraterrestrial Life
Paul Davies, Penguin, 1995, p30) Henry Fergus utterly
rejected incarnations in the stars, (The
Extraterrestrial Life Debate 1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of
Worlds from Kant to Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge
University Press, 1986, p193) so to did the theologians De Kirwan
(Ibid p420) Johann Ebrad (Ibid p428) Pierre Courbet (Ibid p416) the
Presbyterian Leitch (Ibid p452)

and
the Rev. Searle (Ibid p454).


The theologian Vorilong asserted matter-of-factly that
‘it would not be fitting for Him to go into
another world that he must die again.’
(Plurality of Worlds: The Origins of
the Extraterrestrial Life Debate from Democritus to Kant
Steven J. Dick, Cambridge University Press, 1982,
p88)


It was D’Aguesseau who described the idea of multiple
incarnations as ‘[I]insidious, scandalous,
reckless, impious, blasphemous… frivolous and insolent’
(The Extraterrestrial Life Debate
1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant to
Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press,
1986, p137)






Paine’s question can be found in Ibid p164.

Emerson’s remarks can be found in Ibid
p237.










XXIX


Christianity: in error because, it has dwelt, in the words of
Emerson: ‘with noxious exaggeration about
the person of Jesus’ (Ibid p294)


The Supreme Beings flaw- his ‘Bipolarity’ (to use the term of French scholar
Jean Milet (Ibid p162))


The Salvation; Christianity’s great weakness, a logical
absurdity. Any attempt at reconciliation of it and the stars the
theologian Simpson saw would only incline one ‘to abandon Christianity’’ (Ibid p337)


The atonement, according to the Unitarian divine Higginson,
was ‘proved to be a paralogism in
astronomy, as palpably as the Athanasian Trinity’ was
an absurdity in arithmetic (Ibid p339)


‘what better reason do we have [for rejecting
pluralism]…’ reasoned Gadonici, Cannon of the
Cathedral of Cremona ‘than that of [God’s]
ordaining the redemption of the human species… into which he
descended, became incarnate, took flesh, lived, preached, died and
where he wanted his cross to replace the triumph of the devil and
of death…’ reasoned Gadonici, Cannon of the Cathedral
of Cremona (Ibid p156)






The empathic statement of God’s eternal connection with man
and planet Earth is Melanchthorn’s. (Plurality of Worlds: The Origins of the Extraterrestrial Life
Debate from Democritus to Kant Steven J. Dick,
Cambridge University Press, 1982, p89)


‘Christ…’ the Rev. Birks
explained ‘is the Son of God and the Son of
man, in two distinct natures and one person, forever.’


(The Extraterrestrial Life Debate
1750-1900: The Idea of a Plurality of Worlds from Kant to
Lowell Michael J. Crowe, Cambridge University Press,
1986, p297)





And
so the conspiracy of silence, of denial, was finally embraced by
all within the Church.






 


 


Appendix

 


 


What some theologians have had to say
about The Philosophy of Stars:

 


“Reading The Philosophy of
Stars is not consistent with my vow of chastity. This vow speaks of
watchfulness over our minds against adopting images and ideas which
are not worthy of God… Please do not publish your book, Mr
Fowler.”

-Anonymous spokeswomen for The Sisters
of Bethany

 


 


“Thank you for the
opportunity of reading The Philosophy of Star which I did with
interest… however I do not feel qualified to comment.”

-John Campbell

The Modern Jesus Army

 


 


“I regret I will be unable
to comment.”

-Noel Stanton

Jesus Fellowship Church

 


 


“I am off to France next
weekend and doubt whether I will be able to find time to comment on
The Philosophy of Stars.”

-Reverend Professor Evans

Greenwich School of
Theology

 


 


 


“No comment.”

-Ray Groudie

New Generation Ministries

 


 


“The subject dealt with in
The Philosophy of Stars is close to the heart of the
community.”

-Miss Brailsford

Community of the Word of
God

 


 


“I’m not sure if we would
be able to help.”

-E. Griffiths

The Monastery of St Francis and
Gorton

 


 


“I am not sure that I am
the right person to comment.”

-Reverend Conneely

The Cannon Law Society of Great
Britain and Ireland

 


 


“I really do not wish to
be involved.”

-Sister Mary Vincent
Kowalewski

Oblate Sister of St Francis de
Sales

 


 


“The self-ironic tone
combined with some of the imagery will prove unacceptable to
Christians.”

-Darrell Jackson

Mission Adviser of the Baptist Union
of Great Britain

 


 


“I have sent some
considerable time trying to figure out what was the aim and purpose
of The Philosophy of Stars and have been unable to do so… The
constant references to Franciscanism, the brethren, their
behaviour, and their language, not to mention the rather glib
reference to the tragic deaths of two Frairs during the earthquake
of 1997, became after a while tiresome, even for someone with a
sense of humour… I do not feel there is any point me making further
comments for fear you may find them as offensive as I found The
Philosophy of Stars.”

-Reverend Brother Angelo

The Society of St Francis

 


 


“Fascinating… I read The
Philosophy of Stars with great interest.”

-Reverend Canon R. Marsh

Archbishop of Canterbury’s Secretary
of Ecumenical Affairs

 


 


“An insulting picture of
the religious life.”

-Simon Bryden-Brook

Honorary Secretary People of God
Trust

 


 


“No Comment.”

-Sister Superior Rose
McHale

St Raphael’s Convent

 


 


“The Philosophy of Stars
is offensive to the real believer!”

-Pastor Marion Daniel

Sozo Ministries
International

Saved Healed Whole Through
Jesus

 


 


“Fascinating…”

-David Cook

The Whitefield Institute Research and
Communication in Theology, Ethics and Education

 


 


“I do not like to
discourage any author… but this book really is not to my taste. I
feel the issues of a holy God, creating the world and loving it
despite the fact that we have sinned against Him, with the belief
that Christ came into this world with the express purpose of going
to Calvary and dying, carrying our sin on Himself and then rising
again, is so awesome that anything that smacks of flippancy and
lightness I find distasteful.”

-Roger Carswell

Evangelist

 


 


“I would be glad of some
clarification as to whether The Philosophy of Stars is a story with
a religious theme running through it, or a religious work with a
fictional background.”

-Sister Murial

Sisters of Our Lady

 


 


“I have not read all of
the satire The Philosophy of Stars and I have no desire to proceed
any further.”

-Sister Ives

St Joseph’s Franciscan
Convent

 


 


“As a work of fiction I am
in no position to comment and must leave that to the experts in the
field. I have, however, difficulty in terming The Philosophy of
Stars a theological work as it has no basis in the Bible which we
believe is God’s Word. I am not able to make further
comments.”

-Reverend Robin Ward

Home Evangelism

 


 


“I have to admit that… I
am equipped neither by experience nor by qualification nor talent
to be of useful assistance… I shall however pray for the success of
The Philosophy of Stars.”

-Brother Donald Birtles

Xaverian Brothers

 


 


“As soon as I had had a
long look at it I realized that I was not the man to comment on The
Philosophy of Stars: neither on the theological contents, nor on
the extensive research and certainly not on the style. A friend, an
Anglican well travelled and well read came to see me. I suggested
he had a read. He said he would have a go. Unfortunately it
happened that he became very busy and when I reminded him of his
offer to read it, he told ne he did not have time.”

-Brother Daniel

Westminster Interfaith

 


 


“No comment.”

-Reverend Lynch

Sion Community for
Evangelism

 


 


“No comment.”

-Ian Millmine

The Hour of Revival Evangelistic
Association

 


 


“I am sorry but I am not
the least qualified to give any opinion on The Philosophy of
Stars.”

-Reverend Lynas

Archbishops’ Millennium
Officer

 


 


“No comment.”

-Stephen Morris

Watch Tower, Bible and Tract Society
of Pennsyvania

 


 


“No comment.”

-Roy Palmer

Evangelist

 


 


“No comment.”

-John Riley

The Church of SS Philip and
Jacob

 


 


“No comment.”

-Reverend Simon Vibert

 


 


“The Philosophy of Stars
deals with important subjects… I genuinely hope it is rewarded by a
warm reception by readers.”

-Bev Savage

Bible Churches, The Fellowship of
Independent Evangelical Churches

 


 


“The Philosophy of Stars
is a very interesting work… We are all at present trying to find
ways of presenting our lives of contemplation to the young of today
who are so deafened by the ceaseless noise of the Mass
Media.”

-Brother Bruno Sullevan

St Hughes

 


 


“The author needs
help.”

-Provincial Superior Mother Jean
Mary

Convent of the Holy Name

 


 


“Although fiction is not
my scene… I have much admiration for The Philosophy of Stars for
it’s research and for it’s attempt at putting some humour, some
humanizing dimension in the subject of theology and monastic life…
I wish the book much success.”

-Brother Fairvre

Congregation of the
Sacrament

 


 


“I am sincerely sorry to
be unhelpful but I am afraid that I cannot possibly comment on The
Philosophy of Stars you will appreciate that our limited resources
here are stretched by the pressure of International
affairs.”

-Frank Turner

Catholic Bishops Conference of England
and Wales

 


 


“May the Lord bless Bo
Fowler.”

-Reverend Philip Hacking

 


 


“Due to work commitments,
I’m sorry but I won’t be able to give any comments on the
Philosophy of Stars.”

-Provincial Sister
Wijngaard

St Edwards Carmelite
Community

 


 


“I don’t feel I can
responsibly comment”

-Mrs Rachael Shepherd

Priest of the Christian
Community

 


 


“I am very interested in
literature.”

-Rod Badams

FIEC Bible Churches Growing
Together

 


 


“I feel unable to even
attempt to advise on the theological matters raised by The
Philosophy of Stars”

-Abbot Francis Baird

Prinknash Abbey

 


 


“No comment, but thank you
for thinking of me.”

-Reverend Ortiger

Worth Abby

 


 


“Interesting… I have done
quit a bit of book writing myself.”

-Reverend Eric Morese

The Apostolic Episcopal Free Church
Alliance

 


 


“No comment.”

-Reverend Anthony Brunham

The United Reformed Church

 


 


“No comment.”

-Reverend Bhogal

Westminster College School of
Theology

 


 


“No comment”

-Reverend Dr Ralph

Westminster College School of
Theology

 


 


“We make no
comment”

-Mother Superior Judith

Community of the Sisters of the
Church

 


 


“Absolutely no
comment”

-Frank Pycroft

Catholics for a Changing
Church

 


 


“No comment.”

-Sister Superior Rose
McHale

St Raphael’s Convent

 


 


“No comment, it’s better
you get salient comments from people who know the
subject.”

-Dr Brierley

Christian Research

 


 


“I have read The
Philosophy of Star I am not the right person to comment on it. The
more I think about it, the more I know that I am not the right
person.”

-Lyndon Bowring

Christian Action Research and
Education

 


 


“As you can imagine I have
to read a great deal as Theological Secretary.”

-Reverend Hillborn

Theological Secretary Evangelical
Alliance

 


 


“I am unable to comment
owning to a very heavy work load.”

-Sister Superior Francis
Ryan

Sisters of St Marie Madeleine
Postel

 


 


“After reading through The
Philosophy of Stars I must confess I do not really know what to
make of it. I do not know for whom it is intended… I fail to
understand what it is trying to convey.”

-Mr Davies

Evangelical Missionary
Alliance

 


 


“What exactly is deemed
correct theology depends on your viewpoint: As a charismatic
evangelical, I do not agree with the author on a lot of issues,
though we agree on the basics.”

-Mr Harding

Deo Gloria Trust: Projects for the
Promotion of the Christian Faith

 


 


“I am afraid I am not very
good at criticising fiction.”

-Daivid Goodbourn

Churches Together in Britain and
Ireland

 


 


“Unfortunately I am
shortly going to Ghana and so don’t have time to comment on The
Philosophy of Stars.”

-Abbot O’Keeffe

St Augustine’s Abbey

 


 


“I fear that my schedule
for the foreseeable future is rather heavy, and I am afraid that I
simply do not have the time to comment on the novel The Philosophy
of Stars.”

-Abbot Yeo

Downside Abbey

 


 


“This deeply offensive and
insidious book must be banned.”

-Bob Gordon

Evangelist

 


 


“Sorry I cannot help I am
a Polish Priest.”

-Very Rev Wojczynski

Dom Polski

 


 


“It’s difficult to know
where to start!”

-Carolyn Sansam

The Association of Christian
Communities and Networks

 


 


“A futile
exercise”

-Mother Superior Rosarii
O’Connor

Poor Servants of the Mother of
God

 


 


“No comment.”

-Reverend James Overton
Rector

Allen Hall

 


 


“No comment.”

-The Independent Theological
Academy

 


 


“I have had to embark on a
course of medication to correct very high blood pressure, a not
infrequent consequence of advancing age (I am approaching my
mid-seventies). I will start to read The Philosophy of Stars
shortly and will tell you what I make of it. Please, however bear
with me if I am rather slow…”

-Reverend Leonard Bradnick

The Liberal Catholic Church
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Bo Fowler is married with two
children. He lives in North London and teaches English and
Philosophy.
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Follow Bo Fowler on twitter
at:

http://twitter.com/autopsyofgod

 


Read Bo Fowler’s blog:
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