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PREFACE.

Ix presenting the third and concluding part of the “Sacred Annals”
to the public, the author feels called upon to apologize for the delay
which has taken place in its publication. In the Preface to “ The
Hebrew People,” he announced that, so long since as 1849, he had
made considerable preparation for the composition of this portion;
but, notwithstanding this preparation, and his most diligent exer-
tions, it has not been found possible to complete it at an earlier
period. This has been in part the result of unexpected demands
which have b en made on the author’s time; but the principal
cause has been his anxious wish to avail himself to ths utmost of
the recent important discoveries in the East, and to incorporate
their result, as far as practicable, in his account of the annals and
faith of the earlier of the four great empires.

This has been done; and the history and religion of these ancient
Gentile nations are now placed before the reader, with the full advan-
tage of the additions, corrections, and corroborations, which have
been obtained by the disinterment of Assyrian and Babylonish
sculptures, and the translations of the inscriptions which have been
found in those countries, and in Persia.

In this part of the work, as well as in the preceding, it has
been the author's unvarying aim to exhibit an intelligible view of
the history and religion of these ancient monarchies. From the
size of the book, the historical part can hardly be expected to extend
beyond a mere sketch of each of the great empires. Yet, even'in
this limited compass, scarcely a single difficulty or an important
event has escaped notice and elucidation. Especial attention has
been given to chronology; and this, which has been aptly termed
“the soul of history,” has, in respect of the early portion of the
annals of every nation, been very carefully investigated, and, it is
hoped, aecurately ascertained.

But the ruling element of this volume, and, in fact, of the whole
work, is its religious character. The maintenance of this through-
out the series of researches comprised in the * Gentile Nations,”
has been a labour attended with very great difficulty. To pass
beyond the ritualism and ceremonial externalism everywhere preva-
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lent, to penetrate into the nature and genius of the various forms
which idolatry assumed, and to form a sound Jjudgment respecting
the religious doctrines, practices, and morals of Egypt, Assyria, and
Babylon, of Persia, Greece, and Rome, has been a most arduous
task. But it has been honestly and earnestly attempted; and the
result is now submitted to the candid consideration of the Christian
ublic.

: 1f the author has succeeded in these efforts, it will have been
made plain, that, in every one of these far-famed nations, God left
himself not without an efficient witness. Everywhere is seen
demonstrative evidence of the existence and operation of divine
truth, and of divine influence, in ancient days; and ample proof is
afforded, that the soul-destroying and mind-debasing idolatry of
those nations was not an accident, or an error, but a crime induced
by Satanic ageney.

The author ventures to hope, that more than this has been
effccted by these rescarches; and that the field of ancient history
has been wrested from the power of infidelity and scepticism, and
made subservient to the interests of revealed truth. It has at least
been shown, that an honest and candid examination of the annals
of the primitive nations, not only does not produce any facts in
opposition to the records of Holy Writ, but actually furnishes the
most important illustrations and corroborations of their teaching :
and, what is yet more remarkable, it has been clearly shown, that
the foul and false systems of doctrine and worship, which Satanic
energy fastened at length on every part of the Gentile world, in all
their darkness and enormity, bear witness to the light from which
men had departed, and the truth which they had forsaken: so that,
in future, the history and religion of the ancient heathen world
may be numbered among the most important of the external
evidences of the verity of divine revelation.

At all events, the author has filled up his plan in accordance
with his first announcement. More than ten years ago he formed
the purpose of writing “ An Epitome of the History and Religion
of the World, from the Creation to the Birth of Christ.” By a
steady and continued course of exertion, amid the pressure of many
important avocations, he has at length, by the good providence of
God, completed his task; and, with feelings of unaffected thanks-
giving to the Author of all good, he consecrates the result of his
toil to the cause of evangelical godliness, for the advancement of
Seriptural knowledge.

TREVU, CAMBORNE,
October 13th, 1853,



CONTENTS.

PRELIMINARY DISSERTATION.

THE ORIGIN, CHARACTER, MYSTERIES AND ORACLES OF PAGAN IDOLATRY.

KxowLEDGE of this Subject necessary—False Religion attests the Religious Tendency of
Man—Heathen Idolatry must be studied with a distinct Recognition of Satanic Influ-
ence—Necessity of admitting the Evidence of Revelation—Oriciy or IporaTry—
Idolatry in Postdiluvian Times arose before the Dispersion—And emanated from Babel
—Was not at ficst a violent Introduction of Error, but a fatal Perversion of Truth—
Elements of Truth liable to this Perversion—Plurality of Persons in one Deity—
Promised Incarnation—Rites of Patriarchal Worship—DMan’s primitive Purity and
Fall—Similarity of the Adamic and Noachic Families—Hero-Worship considered as
arising out of the promised Incarnation, and taking the Form of a Triad from the Great
Father and his three Sons—Peculiar Case of Egypt—Animal-Worship—Folly of many
Attempts to account for it—Originated in the Cherubim—Worship of material Elements
—The Agency under which all this Error was evolved made apparent by the nniversal
Worship of the Serpent Form—THE RELIGIOUS CHARACTER OF THIS SYSTEM—It practi-
cally obliterated the essential Principle of the Divine Unity—Banished all Idea of
Divine Purity—And destroyed at once the Knowledge of God, and Confidence in him—
Character of Idolatrous Worship—General Admission—But the Being to whom this
Worship was offered was not God—And the Service, although often grand and imposing,
was generally associated with foul and filthy Abominations—Tur Mysterirs—The
Theory of Warburton refuted by Leland—Conflicting Theories as to the Origin of the
Mysteries—Their Object equally contested—Their Origin defined—Their Object
explained—Essential Elements of Heathen Mysteries—Tur OracrLes of Heathen
Worship—An undoubted Privilege of Patriarchal Times to have Access unto God, and
to obtain special and important Instruction by this Means—Contest between the Learned
as to whether Heathen Oracley were sustained by Satanic Influence—Testimony of
Scripture—Judgment of the Learned on the Character and Credit of the Oracles—
Case of Creesus, King of Lydia, from Herodotus—The Result of the Inquiry establishes
the Operation of Satanic Influence—General Observations in Conclusion....... Page 15

CHAPTER 1.
EGYPT: ITS HISTORY.

GeNERAL View of Egypt—Difficulties which oppose our Acquaintance with its Farly
History—Undoubted Evidence of High Civilization in the most Remote Times—
Prowess and Reign of Amosis—EreuTEENTH Dy~asty—Death of Jacob—Wonder-
ful Perfection of Mechanical Art—Death of Joseph—Moses—The Exodus-—Canaanitish
Nations weakened by Egyptian Invasion before the Israelites crossed the Jordan—
Sesostris— NIxETEENTE DyNasty—Sethos—His Conquests—The Absence of further



6 CONTENTS.

Allusion to Canaan on the Monuments, a striking Proof of the Truth of Scripture—
TwENTIETH DyNasTy—TweNTY-F1sT DyNasTy—Effect of the Commercial Policy of the
Hebrews on Egypt—TwENTY-8ECOND Dy~asty—Shishak—His Invasion of Judea—
TweNTY-THIRD DYNAsTY—Decline of Egyptian Power—TWENTY-FOURTH DYNASTY—
Boechoris—TweNTY-F1FTH DyNasty—Tarkus—TwWENTY-sixTH Dy~asty—The Dodec-
archy—Triumph and Reign of Psammiticus—Pharaoh-Necho—His Victory over the
Hebrews—Apries, the Pharaoh-Hophra of Seripture—Defeated and put to death by
Amosis—Conquest of Egypt by a Persian Army—TwENTY-SEVENTH Dy~asTy—FEra of
Persian Rule—Suecessful Government of Darius—Gallant Effort of Inaros—His Defeat
and Death—Herodotus—TwrNTy-E16uTH DYNasTY—Amyrteus—TwesTy-Nintin Dy-
Nasty—Tumriers DyNasty—Chronological Difficulties—Persian Invasion defeated—
Slothful Habits and Ultimate Energy of Darins Ochus—THIRTY-FIRST DyNasTY—
Persian Rule reéstablished—Trirty-sEcoxp DyNasty—Conquest of Egypt by Alex-
ander the Great—His profound and successful Political and Commercial Policy—
Alexandria built—Ruin of the Macedonian House—THIRTY-THIRD Dyxasty—The
Ptolemies—Lagus—His Successful Rule—Power and Cultivation of Egypt under
Philadelphus—Euergetes successful in War—Intercourse between Egypt and Rome—
Gradual Decline of Egyptian Power—Excessive Vices of the ruling Princes—Cleopatra,
Cwesar, and Antony—Egypt a Roman Province...u...oivvveerene. cosessssnineeneeneens Page 53

CHAPTER IIL
THE RELIGION OF THE EGYPTIANS.

REFERENCE to this Subject in “the Patriarchal Age”—The Importance of TiroroGy to
Religion—Egyptian Triads, their Relation to primitive Promise and Noah—The prob-
able Identity of these Triads—Animal-Worship originated in the Cherubim, and
carried out to an infamons Extent —General View of Egyptian Mythology—The Morars
of Egypt, recognised in Jurisprudence—Prominence given to Truth and Justice—
Ilustrations—The Doctrine of Tir IMMORTALITY OF THE SouvL—Curious Corruptions
associated with this Doctrine—Object of Embalming—The Doctrine of a future Judg-
ment—The Opinions held by this People exhibited—Important Light imparted thereby
on the Subject of Morals—The Hall of Judgment and forty-two Assessors—All result-
ing in everlasting Happiness or Punishment—Providence—General Accuracy of Doc-
trine, but neutralized by Polytheism—General Character and Influence of this Relig-
ion—Morals—Divine Sanction—Future Retribution—Spiritual Character—Remarkable
Juxtaposition of Truth and EIToT......ertevecrurerersiiiuereesnsererssesnnssesssssssnsesennss 128

CHAPTER IIL

THE HISTORY OF THE ASSYRIANS

Ilistory of Assyria resumed with the Reign of BELocHus—Absence of precise Informa-
tion respecting this and succeeding Reigns—Probability that even in this Age the
Power of Egypt was felt on the Banks of the Euphrates—Interference of Assyria in
the Trojan War—Fragmentary Notices of ancient Reigns recovered from Inscriptions
by Colonel Rawlinson—Connected Assyrian History begins about the Tenth Century,
B. C.—ApravyeLecH I—SarDANAPALUS I.—His military Carcer and Successes—Dr-
vaxunara—The Annals of his Reign from the Black Obelisk and other Sculptures—
Surmas ADAR—ADRAMMELECH II. or Tnoxos CoNcoreros—The Termination of the
Old Imperial Dynasty—Arpacrs the Mede on the Throne of Assyria—The Mission of
Jonah, and its Results—The Assyrians recover their Sovereignty—PuL obtains the
sceptre—Menahem, King of Israel, destroys Tiphsah—Pul invades Isracl, and ex-



CONTENTS. 7

torts a thousand Talents of Silver from Menahem—TicraTE-PrLESER succeeds to
the Throne—At the Solicitation of Ahaz, he invades Syria and Israel, and carries
the trans-Jordanic Tribes and the Inhabitants of Galilee into Captivity—Colonel Raw-
linson’s Arrangement of the Information obtained from the Sculptures of Khorsabad
and Kouyunjik—SarciNa usurps the Throne—His Annals and public Works—SEN-
wacreris—His Campaigns from the Inscriptions—Remarkable Accordance between
their Account of his War with Hezekiah, and that given in the Scriptures—The De-
struction of his Army—His subsequent Reign—EsarmappoN—The Ruin of Samaria,
and fina] Subversion of the Kingdom of Israel—The Captivity and Restoration of Man-
assch—NaBucHoDONosor—I]is Wars in the East—Defeat and Death of Phraortes—An
Army under Holofernes sent into Western Asia—The General slain by Judith, and the
Army surprised and routed—SARAC, or SARDANAPALUS IL.—Alliance of Media and Ba-
bylon against Assyria—Nineveh besieged and taken—The Assyrian Empire sub-
verted...eoeerrensunes ceveaneesatnisrninene COGAO00AASD0030C00 £OCANEOOION0000A00T0COTANIIT Page 148

CHAPTER IV.

THE HISTORY OF THE BABYLONIANS.

Bapyrox the Seat of the first Postdiluvian Sovereignty—Conquered and subjected to
Assyria—Policy of Assyria toward subject Countries—NapoxassakR—The Era bearing
his Name—He was independent—Napius, CHINZIRUS, Porus, and JuaEvs, successively
reign—MARDOCEMPADUS OF MeropacH-BarapaN—His Embassage to Hezekiah—ArcHI-
Anvs—HacisA—MARADACH BArDANES—BELIBUS defeated by Assyria—AsorDANES—
Napororassar—Babylon asserts its Independence—Coalition of Babylon and Media
against Nineveh—Seythian Invasion—Nineveh destroyed—The King of Egypt de-
feated at Carchemish—NesucnapNEzzsR—Takes Jerusalem—Carries away the prin-
cipal Inhabitants into Captivity—Makes Zedekiah King—He rebels—Jerusalem again
taken, and destroyed—Tyre taken, after a Siege of Thirteen Years—Egypt conquered
— Nebuchadnezzar greatly improves Babylon by many Splendid Erections—Nebuchad-
nezzar's Dream of the Great Image—Explained by Daniel—Tts wonderful Revelations
—The Golden Image—Extraordinary Measures adopted for its Dedication—Heroism
of the Three Hebrews—Glorious Revelation of the Son of God—Important Results of
this Divine Interposition—The Dream of a Great Tree—Its Interpretation and Accom-
plishment—Noble Acknowledgment of the King—His Prophecy and Death—EviL-
Meropaca King—Liberates Jehoiachin from Prison—Neriglissar reigns—Forms a
Combination against Media—He is slain in Battle—Laorosarcuon reigns—The Ber-
siazzaR of the Book of Daniel—His Youth and Cruelty—He profanes the Sacred
Vessels—Is slain—Darivs takes the Kingdom, and appoints Lasyxerus Viceroy of
Babylon—He rules subject to Media—Declares himself independent—Is defeated in
Battle—Babylon taken by Cyrus—Labynetus taken at Borsippa, and sent into Car-
mania—Termination of the Babylonian Monarchy......... T 181

CHAPTER V.
THE RELIGION OF THE ASSYRIANS AND BABYLONIANS.

BABYLON the seat of the first post-diluvian Apostacy—Peculiar Religious Position of
Babylon and Assyria—Epiphanius on the Early Declension of Religion—Information
contained in his Statement—Fragment of Damascius—Its Important Teaching—The
Chaldsan Oracles exhibit the same Fact—A Triad consisting of the Great Mother,
Father, and Only-begotten Son—Further Development of Chaldean Mythology—
Chaldwman Deities—Their Origin and Peculiarities—Worship of the Heavenly Bodies,



8 CONTENTS.

and of Fire—Chaldean and Assyrian Idolatry began with Hero and Demon Worship
in the Form of Triads—Mr. Faber on this Subject—Symbolical Represcntation of the
Great Triad—Other Symbols—Assarac—Cherubic Figures—The Sacred Tree—A Gar-
den called “Paradise” attached to each Royal Palace—The Palace itself a Sacred
Temple—Doubts of Layard—Elaborate Proof of Fergusson—The King revered as a
Divine Person—Proof of this—Manner in which the Kings evinced their Claim to this
Character—This Idea shown to pervade the whole System—Remarkable Identity of
Character which the Religion of Assyria and Babylon maintained through so many
Ages—General Views—Gradual Declension in Theology—Worship of Fire—The
Results of Hebrew Intercourse and Divine Interposition on the Religion of these
Countries—Sabmanism not the Primitive Religion of Assyria—A large Amount of
Patriarchal History and Religious Knowledge must have remained in the Primitive
Nations long after the Dispersion—Patriarchal Longevity designed to prevent a
Deterioration in Religion—Counexion with the Hebrews—Divine Inuterposition more
likely on this Ground to be cffective—Assyrian Intercourse with Egypt—Assyrian
Knowledge of Hebrew History—The Mission of Jonah—Its Religious Results—The
Destruction of the Assyrian Emigrants in Samaria by Lions—A Hebrew Priest sent to
teach them the Law of the Lord—Babylon elated by the Ruin of Jerusalem—The
King humbled, and all the People taught Divine Truth, on the Plains of Dura—
Nebuchadnezzar’s Insanity, Restoration, and Proclamation............. 00033000060 Page 202

CHAPTER VI.

THE HISTORY OF TIE MEDES.

Lixea6E and Country of the Mcdes—Fcbatana, the Capital—Revolt of the Medes against
Assyria—They recover their Independence—A Season of Anarchy—Public Spirit and
Jjudicial Efforts of DEsoces—He is raised to the Sovereignty of Media—Fstablishes a
regular Government and greatly improves the Country—PHRAORTES, a martial Prince,
subdues Persia, and extends the Median Power over other ncighbouring Nations—
Invades Assyria, is defeated and slain—Ecbatana stormed and spoiled by the Assyrian
King—Cvaxanes invades Assyria—Defeats the Imperial Army, and besieges Nineveh
—The Scythian Invasion—The Medes defeated—The Scythians overrun Asia—Their
Massacre and Expulsion—The Lydian War—It is suspended, and Nineveh besieged
a second Time, and taken—The Lydian War renewed—Terminated by the Eclipse of
Thales—AsTyaces reigns—Prosecutes various Wars—Belshazzar slain—The Kingdom
of Babylon reverts to Astyages—Media conquered, and the Kingdom subverted by
GymusiRree e Pemeraiette et te tee st teatebaeeesoeseeessrerrbaanasaen OO o CAEX0 243

CHAPTER VII.

THE PERSIANS AND THE MEDO-PERSIAN EMPIRE.

Persta a Province of the Assyrian Empire—Peculiar Interest attaching to this Part of
Persian History—The Spirit and Prowess of the Blacksmith Kawah obtain the Inde-
pendence of his Country—Feripoox placed on the Throne—His long and just Reign—
He divides his Kingdom between his Sons, Sery, Toor, and Erty—Erij slain by his
Brothers—The Assassins defeated and slain by MaNvcHEHNER, who reigns with great
Celebrity—Sam, Prime Minister—Roostum, his Grandson, the great Persian Hero,
born—NouvzEr succeeds to the Throne—His eruel Reign—He is slain—Zoo expels the
Enemy—His Son Kersmase raised to the Throne, and afterward deposed—End of the
Peshdadian Dynasty—The Kaianian Dynasty—The Median Ascendency concealed by
imaginary Kings, Kat Koap representing Dejoces and Phiraortes, and Ka1 Koos Cyax-



CONTENTS. 9

ares and Astyages—Reference to the Eclipse of Thales—Kar Kwuosru, or Cyrus,
suceeeds to the Throne—The Account of Ctesias respecting his Parentage—The proba-
ble Career of this Warrior, until he defeats and deposes Astyages—Cyrus marries the
Daughter of Astyages—The Death of the deposed King—Cyrus conquers Lydia—
Takes Babylon, and establishes a universal Empire—His Conduct toward the Hebrews
—The Restoration of Jerusalem begun—Extent of the Persian Empire—The Death of
Cyrus—Caxpyses—He prohibits the Progress of Building at J erusalem—Invades and
conquers Egypt—Iis impolitic Cruelty and Impiety—Usurpation of Smerdis the
Magian—Death of Cambyses—Smerdis destroyed by a Conspiracy of Nobles—Darrus
raised to the Throne—His improved Mode of Government—The Case of Democedes,
the Greek Physician—Makes an Edict in favour of the Hebrews—Reduces Samos—
Babylon rebels—The Self-sacrifice of Zopyrus—Babylon is taken—Conquests in the
East—A Body of Greek Troops wage War in Asia Minor, and burn Sardis—Darius
contemplates the Invasion of Greece—Failure of the first Expedition under Mardo-
nius—Battle of Marathon, and Ruin of the second Persian Invasion—Death of Darius
—Persepolis—Behistun Sculptures—XErxEs—Subdues Egypt—Makes vast Prepara-
tions for the Invasion of Greece—Crosses the Hellespont—Battle at Thermopyle—
The Persian Fleet defeated at Salamis, and their Army destroyed at Plateea—The
Remnant of the Persian Fleet and Army destroyed at Mycale — Horrible Crime
and Cruelty perpetrated in the royal Court—Xerxes assassinated—ARTAXERXES L
established on the Throne—Marries Esther—Ezra and Nehemiah sent to Judea—
Revolt of Egypt—Peace with Athens—XgerxEs IL—Soapiaxus—Darivs NoTuus sub-
dues his Rivals—Demoralization of the Persian Court—ARTAXERXES IL.—Revolt of
Cyrus—He marches into the Bast—TIs slain, and the Army dispersed, at Cunaxa—Re-
treat of the Ten Thousand Greeks—Continued Iniquity of the Court—Revolt and Death
of the Heir-apparent—ArTaxerxes ITL murders the royal Family—Restores Persian
Authority in Egypt, Phenicia, and Cyprus—Darrus 1L undertakes the Government—
Alexander invades the Empire—Triumph of the Macedonian.eeeeeesecrreeeens Page 231

CHAPTER VIIL

THE RELIGION OF THE PERSIANS,

TarporTAaNcE and Difficultics of the Subject—Great Aid supplied by ancient Inscriptions
—The Religion of Persia identical in its original Elements with that of Assyria and
Babylon—Opinion of Jacob Bryant on the first Zoroaster—Its probable Tmport—The
Magi—General Elements of the Persian Faith—Deity of the King—Palace-Temples—
Paradises—Sacred Tree—Cherubic Figures—Divine Triad—Persian Peculiarities in
this Symbol—The supreme Deity in Persia represented with the Head of a Bird—The
Religious System of Zioroaster—The first Triad: Cronus, Ormuzd, Ahriman—This
changed to Ormuzd, Mithras, Ahriman—Their respective Character and Position—The
Antagonism and Creations of Ormuzd and Ahriman—The Worship of Fire, its probable
Origin—The System of Zoroaster professed to rest on Divine Revelation—The Creation
of Angels, the World, and Mankind—General Accordance with Holy Seripture—The
Fall of Man—The Prevalence of Evil—The Flood—Continuance of Depravity—Mission
of Zoroaster—The Spiritual Nature of Man—Future Judgment—Resurrection—Doe-
trine of universal Restoration—Wicked Men, and even Ahriman, raised to Heaven—
The Priesthood—Their Three Orders: Herboods, Mobeds, and the Dustoor—Altars and
Temples—Perpetual Fire—Public Worship—Sacred Rites—Holy Water—Morals—
Sound Principles mingled with much that is puerile and superstitious—The Faith of
Persia formed a perfeet Type of Papal Superstition—Observations on the Manner in
which this Inquiry has been conducted—Folly of forming an Opinion on this Subject
under the Influence of Grecian Mythology—Necessity of recognising the Founders of
the Nation as Members of the great patriarchal Family—General View of the Sys-
L7 WO eoessenasuessrinasne AAGOODEEO0CEA05E0 J PP PP PR TRR IR 287



10 CONTENTS.

CHAPTER IX.

THE HISTORY OF THE GRECIAN STATES,

ArTHOUGR occupying a small Country, and not possessing early Civilization, the Greeks
arose to superlative Distinction in History—The Geography of Greece—The Origin of
the Greeks—Pelasgians and Hellenes kindred Races—Legendary History—The Argo-
nautic Expedition—The Theban Legends—The T'rojan War—The Return of the Hera-
cleids—State of the Greeian States in the Time of Lycurgus—Division into numerous
independent Communities—Their Unity of Blood, Manners, and Religion—The Politi-
cal and Civil Institutions of Lycurgus—Sparta subdues the Messenians—The State of
Athens—Urevalent and long-continued Disorder—Solon—He regains Possession of
Salamis—Sueeceds in the Sacred War against Cirrha—Fearful State of Society—Solon
invested with Supreme Power—His Reforming Measures, and new Political Constitu-
tion, established—Pisistratus obtains the Chief Authority—The Tyrant expelled, and
Democracy established, by the Aid of Sparta—The smaller Grecian States—The Islands
and Colonies—Causes which led to the First Persian Invasion—It utterly fails—A
Second prepared, and disembarked at the Bay of Marathon—Completely defeated by
the Athenians under Miltiades—Further Persian Preparations for the Conquest of
Greece—Suspended by the Death of Darius—Xerxes at length determines on another
Invasion—His immense Preparations and Vast Army—Checked at Thermopyle—His
Fleet defeated at Artemisium—Athens destroyed—The Persian Fleet ruined at Salamis
—Xerxes retreats—Returns to Asia—Mardonins makes the most flattering Overtures
to the Athenians—Which they nobly reject—Apathy of Sparta—Attica ravaged a
Second Time—A United Greek Army at length opposes the Foe—The Persian Force is
annihilated at Platea—On the same day the Persian Fleet is destroyed at Myeale—
Successful Prosecution of the War, followed by Peace with Persia—The Period, Causes,
and Progress of Grecian Civilization and Advancement—Thales—Pythagoras—Greece
attains her Highest Intellectual Elevation—Great Wealth and Power of Athens—First
Peloponnesian War—DMischievous Policy of Alcibiades—Second Peloponnesian War—
Ruin of Athens—Sparta tyrannizes over the other Grecian States—Restoration of
Athens to Independence—Xenophon and the Ten Thousand—Thebes—Pelopidas and
Epaminondas—Philip of Macedon—His Improved Military Tactics—Takes advantage
of the Disunion and Rivalry of the Greek States to make himself Master of the Coun-
try—Alexander succeeds his Father—Prepares for the Invasion of Persia—Battle of
the Granicus—His uninterrupted Success—In Three Years he extends his Sway from
the Mediterranean to India—His Death—State of Greece during the Victorious Career
of Alexander—Aggression of Sparta on Macedon—Repelled—Tumnlts on the Death
of Alexander, repressed by Antipater—Cassander—His Government—Interference of
Rome—Progress of her Power—Greece a Roman Province.....oveeernsevrrnnannn. Page 813

CHAPTER X.
THE RELIGION OF GREECE,

THE earliest Religion of this People appears to have been a strange Compound of the
Adoration of the material Elements and Powers of Nature; united with a sacred Re-
gard for Mythic Legends, which had been traditionally preserved—Expansion of this
Scheme after the Return of the Heracleids, and the Establishment of the Dorian
Power—Outline of Grecian Theology and Cosmogony—The Greclan Deities—Zeus—
Hera—Apollon—Artemis—Hermes—Hephaistos—Aphrodite—Ares—FEros, and other
minor Divinities—The Greek Triad—Evident Connexion of the whole Scheme with
Scriptural Tradition—The Temples—Priests—Worship—Divination—Oracles and Mys-
teries—The Influence of Philosophy examined—Trares—His Doctrines, and the Tonic



CONTENTS. 11

School—PyTHAGORAS—His System—Failure in Greece, and wonderful Success in Sicily
—The Character of his Teaching—SocraTes—His Mode of Instruction—Doctrines—He
claims a Divine Mission—The important Character and Influence of his Teaching—
Prato—General View of his Object—His Doctrines—Grand Intellectual Development
evinced in his Philosophy—But his Efforts unfavourable to Morals and Religion—
ArtstotnE—His brilliant Intellectual Efforts—Inefficient in respect of Religion—Zexo
and the Stoics—Physical and Moral Doctrines—Unsatisfactory Result—Ericurus—
His System—Its pernicious Effects—General View of Grecian Faith—Importance of
Divine Influence, and a recognition of its Power—The Effect of these four Schools of
Philosophy fatal to the Religion of Greece—Utter Failure of every Influence to correct
the Effects of a vitiated TRE0LogY.cieeerareesiisirssnsunesssnissnnieiissnsiinieesinsnens Page 360

CHAPTER XI.

THE HISTORY OF ROME.

IarporTANCE of Roman History—Unusual Extent of its Legendary Portion—Arrival of
Aneas on the Banks of the Tiber—Lavinium—Alba—Romulus and Remus—Rome—
Death of Remus—Rape of the Sabine Virgins—Sabine War—Political Constitution of
the first Romans—Numa—Tullus Hostilius—Albans removed to Rome— Ancus Martius
—The Reigns of the Tarquins and of Servius Tullius—Tragic Fate of Lucretia—Abolition
of Royalty—Junius Brutus—War with Porsenna—Destruction of Veii—Invasion of the
Gauls—Distress of the Romans—Oppressive Character of the Laws respecting the Poor
—TLegislative Reform—Renewed aggressive War—All Italy subdued by the Romans—
War with Carthage—The First Punic War—Sicily added to Rome as a Province—Fur-
ther Extension of Territory on the Continent procured by the Romaus—Sardinia
seized—Hannibal—His deadly Enmity to Rome—His Measures in Spain—The Second
Punic War—Hannibal invades Italy—His wonderful Success—Repeated Defeat of the
Roman Armies—Scipio leads a Roman Army into Africa—Obtains successive Victories
—Hannibal recalled to Carthage, and defeated—Peace between Rome and Carthage,
on Terms dictated by Rome—War with Macedon, in which Rome is triumphant, Philip
reduced to Submission, and Liberty proclaimed to Greece—Antiochus of Syria makes
War on Rome—Is entirely defeated—War between Rome and Perseus, King of Mace-
don—He is completely subdued—Rapid Increase and vast Extent of the Roman Do-
minions—The Third Punic War—Destruction of Carthage—Coutinued Progress of
Roman Power—Results of these successive and immense military Operations on the
Parent State—Isolation of the Ruling Class from the People—Great Distress of the
latter—Tiberius Gracchus endeavours to effect legislative Reforms for correcting these
Evils—Is circumvented, and murdered—Caius Gracchus succeeds his Brother in his
Efforts to redress the Grievances of the People—Carries several Measures—Loses his
election on being proposed a third Time for the Tribuneship—Determines on armed Re-
sistance—Is defeated, and slain—Progress of Patrician Power, and the Demoralization
of Roman Governments—Jugurthine War—Marius Consul—Termination of the War,
and Captivity and cruel Death of Jugurtha—War with the Cimbri—The Romans sustain
several Defeats, but the Enemy is ultimately routed and destroyed by Marius—Civil
Wars in Sicily and Italy—Italians incorporated as Roman Citizens—Factious Rivalry
between Marius and Sylla—The former in a Tumult expels his rival, and makes him-
self Master of Rome—Sylla at the Head of an Army marches to Rome, and takes Pos-
session of the City—He removes his Enemies from Power, and proceeds to conduct the
War against Mithridates—The King of Pontus completely defeated—Rome subjected
to fearful Carnage and Disorder by Marius and Cinna—Sylla grants Mithridates Terms
of Peace, and, uniting the Army of Fimbria to his own, returns to Rome—Sylla de-
feats the Troops of the Consuls, and makes himself absolute Master of Rome—Fearful
Extent of his Proscriptions, and consequent Slaughter of Seldiers and Citizens—His
Death—Pompey defeats a Marian Faction in Spain—Destroys the Cilician Pirates—



12 CONTENTS.

Defeats Mithridates, and annexes his Dominions to Rome—Conspiracy of Catiline at
Rome—Defeated by Cicero—The First Triumvirate—Pompey, Crassus, and Julius
Cresar—Crassus slain in the Parthian War—Cm=sar, commanded by the Senate to dis-
band his Army, marches on Rome—Pompey retires to Greece—Is followed by Cresar,
and defeated—Flies to Egypt, and is slain there—Julius Cesar sole Ruler of the Roman
Dominions—Ceesar slain by Conspirators—Strange Irresolution and want of Unity
evinced by the Couspirators after the Death of Cresar—The selfish Policy, Peculation,
and Ambition of Antony—Prudent Conduct of the young Octavius—He is elected Ci i~
sul—Flight of Brutus and Cassius—The Second Triumvirate—Antony, Lepidus, and
Octavius—Defeat and Death of Brutus and Cassius—Antony’s disgraceful Residence
in Egypt—Lepidus banished—Defeat of Antony at Actium—He commits suicide in
Egypt—Uctavius, as Augustus, supreme Ruler at Rome...cu....n......... oot000000 Page 406

CHAPTER XII

THE RELIGION OF ROME.

Mistaxex Notion which obtains of this Religion—Rome greatly indebted to Etruria—
The Religious Institutions of the Etruscans—Importance of the Establishment of
these Religious Institutions in Italy, before the Rise of Rome to Power—The Etruscan
Religion exhibited much important Truth and Divine Influence—Considerable Refer-
ence to Primitive Traditions, and the Recognition of a Future State and Judgment—
The Founders of Rome educated in these Doctrines—All the Primitive Arrangement
and Organization of Rome formed on an Etrusean Basis—Sabine and Latin Deities
introduced by the Union of these Tribes—Numa and his Institutions—Reign of Tar-
quin—Servius Tullius—Corruptions in Theology and Image-Worship introduced—The
Gods of Rome—Dii majorum—Dii selecti—Dii minorum—Sacred Persons—Priests—
Augurs—Fetialee—Flamens—The Sacred Places and Rites of this Religion—Temples—
Prayers — Vows — Sacrifices — Festivals— Lupercalia— Bacchanalia—Saturnal ia—Gen-
eral View of the Roman Religion—Remarkable Unity maintained, notwithstanding so
much Extension and Addition—Completeness of the Keelesiastical Eeonomy—TIt an-
swered its Design so far as to pervade the public Mind with its Influence—Originally
identified with many important Religious Truths—Inquiry into the Effect of this System
on the People—The Knowledge of (God which it gave to the People—The Opinions of
Deity entertained by Philosophers—Analysis of the Religious Works of Cicero—The
Result—The Philosophy of Rome afforded nothing better than Epicurean or Stoical
Views of Deity—Knowledge possessed by the Romans of the Immortality of the Soul,
and of Future Rewards adt’ Punishments—Etfect of this Destitution of Truth upon
Roman Morals—The Deseription given by St. Paul—State of Domestic Manners—Con-
dition of Slaves, and their Cruel Treatment—Horrid Cruelty displayed toward the
Children of Sejanus—Awful Prevalence of Licentiousness and unnatural Impurity. 459

CHAPTER XIII.

A GENERAL REVIEW OF THE HISTORY AND RELIGION OF THE GENTILE
NATIONS,

Mistakex Notions respecting the Accordance of ancient History with Holy Scripture—
The Elevation of Man in his primitive State—Remarkable Corroboration of Seripture
by Facts in Ancient History—Gentile Religion an important Development of Mosaic
Teaching —It contains wonderful Revelations of the Power and Providence of God—
Ancient History, as a Fulfilment of Prophecy, a remarkable Attestation of revealed
Truth—Relation of Revelation to the Tenching of Science—The Testimony of ancient
History in Respect of Religion in remarkable Accordance with the Bible—Proofs of



CONTENTS. 13

the Existence and Power of Satanic Influence—Infinite Absurdity of Idolatry—Yet it
was universal-—False Theories devised for the Purpose of accounting for the Existence
# of Idolatry, considered and refuted—Satanic Aggression on the Purposes of God and
Happiness of Man—The Deluge one of its Results—Corruption of the patriarchal Faith
—Attempt to frustrate the divinely-appointed Dispersion—Miraculously defeated—The
Call of Abraham, and Election of the Hebrew People, still further show the Violence of
Satanic Aggression on the Purpose of God—The Succession of great ruling Empires
displays the Power of diabolical Influence—The World prepared for the Introduction
of the Kingdom of God.ecuveereuenueenremenenensoniocconsanis oos OFXO0000) SoaEa00E00 200003 L 5 )

NOTES.

AxteprLuviaN Idolatry, p. 525.—~Was the Doctrine of the Trinity known to the early
Patriarchs? p. 526.—The Worship of Man, p. 523.—The Geography and Population of
Egypt, p. 5330.—The Chronology of Ancient Egypt, p. 531.—The Monumental Names
of Kings, p. 534.—Sir Gardiner Wilkinson on the Date of the Exodus, p. 535.—The
Providential Preparation for the Israelitish Invasion of Canaan, p. 535.—The Martial
Career of Sesostris, p. 535.—The Cruelty exhibited in Egyptian Sculptures, p. 536.—
The Fulfilment of Sacred I'rophecy in the Iistory of Egypt, p. 337.—The progressive
Development of this Idolatry, p. 341.—The Changes made in the Egyptian Triad, p. 542.
—Glass sent as an Article of Tribute from Assyria and Babylon to Egypt, p. 543.—The
Army sent from Assyria, under the Command of Memnon, to assist Priam during the
Trojan War, p. 543.—The Remarkable Means by which the Reading of ancient Monu-
mental Inseriptions bas been recovered, p. 54+.—The peculiar Difficulty of identifying
Assyrian proper Names, p. 545.—The proper chronological Succession of the Reigns
exhibited in the Assyrian Sculptures, p. 546—The chronological Position of the lower
Line of Assyrian Kings, and their Relation to the Median Revolt, p. 517.—Evidence
of Sargina’s Wars with Egypt, and the Kind of Tribute sent thence to Assyria, p. 549.
—The Fulfilment of Sacred Prophecy in the History of Assyria, p. 549.—The Era of
Nabonassar, p. 553.—Probable State of the Political Relation of Babylon to Assyria,
prior to the Reign of Nabopolassar, p. 553.—The Punishment of Zedekiah, p. 55+.—The
Median Princess whom Nebuchadnezzar married,—the Queen Nitocris, p. 553.—The
Magnitude and Splendour of Babylon, p. 555.—The chronological Succession of Baby-
lonian Kings after Nebuchadnezzar, p. 536.—The Geography of Borsippa, where Laby-
netus took Refuge, p. 560.—The Fulfilment of Sacred Prophecy in the History of Baby-
lon, p. 561.—The Testimony of Herodotus respecting the Temple of Mylitta at Babylon,
p. 565.—What was the true Principle and Meaning of Sabwean Worship? p. 566.—The
Assyrian Triad, p. 567.——The Cherubim of Ezekicl, and their Relation to the compound
Figures of the Assyrian Sculptures, p. 563.—Imitations of Paradise attached to the royal
Palaces of the Assyrian Kings, p. 569.—Babylon the Type of Papal Antichrist, p. 570.—
The Time of Anarchy, and the Accession of Dejoces, p.572.—The Period of Seythian Dom-
ination over Asia, p. 373.—Chronology of the Eclipse of Thales, p. 573.—Who was the
“Darius the Mede” of the Book of Daniel ? p. 573.—The Fulfilment of Sacred Prophecy in
the History of Media, p. 575.—The personal History of Cyrus, p. 576.—Was Cyrus made
acquainted with the Prophecies of Daniel? p. 577.—The suecessful Opposition of the
Governors of Syria and others to the Building of Jerusalem, and the Eq'dence thereby
afforded of the Integrity and Perfection of the national Records at the Court of Persia,
p- 579.—The Deliberations of the Conspirators as to the future Government of Persia,
and the appointment of Darius Hystaspes to be King, p. 580.—The Succession of
Xerxes to the Throne of Persia, p. 531.—The Behistun Inseriptions, containing Da-
rius’s own Account of his Wars, p. 532.—Did the Jews fight in the Army of Xerxes?
p- 590.—The Inscriptions relating to the Reign of Xerxes, p. 591.—The Inscriptions
relating to the Reign of Artaxerxes, p. 592.—The Fulfilment of Sacred Prophecy in the



14 CONTENTS.

History of Persia, p. 592.—The conflicting Opirnions and Controversy respecting Zoroas-
ter and his Doctrines, p. 595.—Probable Theology of Persia before Zoroaster, p. 596.—
The Origin of Fire-Worship, p. 599.—The Rewards of Heaven, and the Punishments of
Hell, according to Zoroaster, p. 600.—The Argonautic Expedition, p. 603.—The Theban
Legends, p. 606.—The Trojan Wars, p. 609.—The Return of the Heraclide, p. 612.—The
Seven Wise Men of Greece, p. 615.—The Amphictyonic Council, p. 616.—Mortgage Pil-
lars, p. 617.—The Judicial Court of Areopagus, p. 617.—Banishment by Ostracism,
p- 617.—The curious Mode employed to count the Army of Xerxes, p. 618.—The Re-
building of the City of Athens and its Fortifications, p. 618.—The Fulfilment of Serip-
ture Prophecy in the History of Greece, p. 619.—The Grecian Theogony, a poetic
and corrupted Version of primitive History and of the Scenes of Babel, p. 621.—The
Divine Inspiration of Gentile Prophets, p. 622.—The certain Presence of Satanic
Energy in Grecian Soothsaying and Oracles, p. 624.—The sacred nocturnal Scenes of
the Eleusinian Mysteries, p. 625.—The Doctrines of Plato respecting the Soul and its
Transmigration, p. 628.—The Credibility of the earliest Roman Historians, p. 630.—
The Legend of ‘Eneas, p. 633.—The Legend of Alba, p. 634.—The Legends of Romulus
and Remus, p. 63+.—The Legend of Tarpeia, p. 635.—The Etruscan Origin of Roman
Power and Civilization, p. 635.—The Origin and Character of the Dictatorship, p. 636.—
The first standing Army of Rome, p. 636.—A general View of the legendary History
of Remus, to the Capture of the City by the Gauls, p, 637.—The oppressive Laws of
ancient Rome respecting the Poor, p. 637.—The Fulfilment of Sacred Prophecy in the
History of Rome, p. 638.



.

PRELIMINARY DISSERTATION.

THE ORIGIN, CHARACTER, MYSTERIES AND ORACLES OF
PAGAN IDOLATRY.

KNoWLEDGE of this Subject necessary—False Religion attests the Religious Tendency of
Man—Heathen Idolatry must be studied with a distinet Recognition of Satanic Influ-
ence—Necessity of admitting the Evidence of Revelation—OrigIN oF IDOLATRY—
Idolatry in postdiluvian Times arose before the Dispersion—And emanated from Babel
—Was not at first a violent Introduction of Error, but a fatal Perversion of Truth—
Elements of Truth liable to this Perversion—Plurality of Persons in one Deity—
Promised Incarnation—Rites of Patriarchal Worship—Man’s primitive Purity and
Fall—Similarity of the Adamic and Noachic Families—Hero-Worship considered as
arising out of the promised Incarnation, and taking the Form of a Triad from the Great
Father and his three Sons—Peculiar Case of Egypt—Animal-Worship—Folly of many
Attempts to account forit—Originated in the Cherubim—Worship of material Elements
—The Agency under which all this Error was evolved made apparent by the universal
Worship of the Serpent Form—THE RELIGIOUS CHARACTER OF THIS SYSTEM—It practi-
cally obliterated the essential Principle of the Divine Unity—Banished all Idea of
Divine Purity—And destroyed at once the Knowledge of God, and Confidence in him—
Character of Idolatrous Worship—General Admission—But the Being to whom this
Worship was offered was not God—And the Service, although often grand and imposing,
was generally associated with foul and filthy Abominations—THE MysreRiES—The
Theory of Warburton refuted by Leland—Conflicting Theories as to the Origin of the
Mysteries—Their Object equally contested—Their Origin defined—Their Object
explained—Essential Elements of Heathen Mysteries—Tnr Oracres of Heathen
Worship—An undoubted Privilege of Patriarchal Times to have Access unto God, and
to obtain special and important Instruction by this Means—Contest between the Learned
as to whether Heathen Oracles were sustained by Satanic Influence—Testimony of
Scripture—Judgment of the Learned on the Character and Credit of the Oracles—
Case of Creesus, King of Lydia, from Herodotus—The Result of the Inquiry establishes
the Operation of Satanic Influence—General Observations in Conclusion.

A rxowirEDGE of the religion of the ancient heathens is essential to a
correct acquaintance with the history, the character, and the condition of
this immense and interesting portion of the population of our world.
The attainment of this knowledge is, however, as difficult as it is desir-
able. Not only do the remoteness of the period whence the information
is to be obtained, and its recondite nature, offer formidable obstacles to the
prosecution of this inquiry; but, in addition to these, we have the disad-
vantage of exploring an almost untrodden path. The philosophy of the
ancients has been laboriously investigated ; the mythologies of the several
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primitive nations have been elaborately detailed; early history and chro
nology come before us, elucidated by the labour, learning, and genius of
the greatest authors of ancient and modern times: but no writer of emi-
nence with whose works I am acquainted, has done more than make a
passing allusion, or give an incidental reference, to the religion of the
ancient world, in the sense in which the term is here used.

Before entering on this investigation, it may be observed, that the
religion of the heathen world is not to be regarded as any invention or
wayward aberration of the human mind; much less ean it be considered
as the result of any combination of human circumstances. Viewed in
connexion with man’s fall and its consequences, it is rather the substitution
of an evil which the human mind, in its darkness and obliquity, and in
its unextinguished aspirations after happiness, has chosen, instead of
embracing that which God has prescribed as its satisfying portion. The
worship of idols attests man's capacity for the worship of God. The ado-
ration even of material elements is one of the collateral proofs of the
possession and perversion of a noble attribute, which allies man with the
spiritual world, and speaks his intended intercourse with Deity. Idolatry,
in the nature of things, could not have been the original exercise of the
human mind in respect of worship.  While, therefore, this adoration,
perverted from its divine object, tends to prove the primitive purity of
man, his devotional access to God, and his spiritual ruin through sin; its
existence in human history exactly harmonizes with all these clements of
man’s early condition, and is utterly incompatible with any other supposed
commencement of his subsequently devious career.

Again: the origin of idolatry will never be understood while the inves-
tigation is confined to the character of the human mind or the history of
the human race, without a distinct recognition of man's exposure to Satanic
influence and aggression. It might as reasonably be attempted to write a
history of England while ignoring the Norman Conquest, or a system
of physies without reference to gravitation, as to give a consistent and
rational adcount of the origin of idolatry in the absence of all reference
to Satan, its real author and object. It may be said, “ This is unscientific
and unphilosophical.” But is it not in perfect accordance with the purest
science, and the soundest philosophy, to apply all truth to useful purposes,
and, by the judicious adaptation of ascertained principles to cognate
subjects, to solve apparent mysteries, unravel difficulties, and make that
clear and plain which was before confused and obsenre? Why, then,
should this mode of proceeding be prohibited in respect to the truths of
the Holy Seriptures by those who admit their divine origin?  Sceptics and
infidels may decline such a method: it is their consistent habit so to do.
But why should those who make the undoubted verity of God’s holy word
the basis of their highest hopes and dearest interests, hesitate to apply its
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teaching to the great problems presented by all the aspects of the world’s
religion ¢

In the investigation of the origin and character of idolatry, this aid is
essential. The moment we enter on this study, we are met by such questions
as these :—“ What were the origin and design of bloody sacrifices? Why
were they universal, when the most profound sages were ignorant of their
origin and object? Why was the form of the serpent, above every other,
consecrated to supreme elevation and honour?’ These and many other
queries cannot be solved by any study of human nature or human history.
No recondite researches into ancient mythology, no laboured exploration into
the poetry or religion of the primitive nations, will afford a satisfactory
answer. 'To understand the origin, object, and character of idolatry, we
must pass beyond the twilight of mere human intelligence and induction,
and, standing in the full glory of revealed truth, contemplate the primitive
condition and early history of mankind. Here we learn our glorious
origin, and the mighty agencies with which our nature, in the outset of
its career, was brought into contact; mark the fearful change wrought in
man’s moral nature, and watch its terrible results, until we see him turn
away from the God of his life, and bow in profane adoration before the
most filthy impersonations of his foul destroyer.

In this light we see that the relentless foc of God and man did not quit his
prey when covered with guilt, and involved in condemnation. It may be
fairly questioned whether any crisis in the affairs of the human race stands
invested with more terrible grandeur than this. Here we see that as Divine
Mercy interposed the scheme of redemption for the salvation of man, the
arch-foe not only opposed its principles and its progress by a wide range
of malignant effort, but, in a manner at once daring and insidious, he
devised idolatry, and succeeded in introducing it into the world, as a means
of wresting the spiritual dominion of mankind from the Mediator-Deity,
and establishing himself as “the god of this world.” This was the agency
under which idolatry was introduced, and rose into influence and power;
and throughout its almost infinite range of development, the evil and
debasing character of its author is legibly imprinted upon all its numerous
deities, doctrines, rites, and religious observances.

Our limits forbid any extended proof of these statements. It may, how-
ever, be necessary to observe that the primitive progress of man in purity and
religion is an undoubted doctrine of the Bible. Learned men may, indeed,
persist in asserting that “fetichism, or the worship of the material elements,
was the universal religion of the earliest inhabitants of the earth :” and this
has been done so frequently and so confidently, that it has to a great extent
been admitted by incautious and inconsiderate readers. Nothing, however,
can be more opposed to the history of every primitive nation, as well as

to the explicit declarations of holy writ, than this notion. It has been
2
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already shown, that all ancient testimony proves the condition of man in
the outset of his career to have been one of religion, happiness, and moral
elevation. The word of God fully confirms this view, and assures us that
idolatry did not arise in a season of ignorance, but when men “knew
God ;"—that it eould not, therefore, have been a primitive religion of man,
but a superinduced corruption ;—that it arose not so much from intellectual
obliquity as from spiritual unfaithfulness,—not so much from the influence
of a debased mind as from an affectation of wisdom: for it was when men
“knew God " that “they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful,
but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was dark-
ened.  Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools ; and changed
the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible
man, and to birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things.” Rom. i,
21-23. It is also declared with equal explicitness that in ancient times
the heathen offered “ their sacrifices unto devils.” Lev. xvii, 7.

Clearly as these points are ascertained, it is not so easy to state when,
and under what circumstances, this abomination arose. It has been already
shown that Jewish tradition ascribes the introduction of idolatry to the
days of Enos in the antediluvian period. (Patriarchal Age, pp. 235, 236.)
Whatever doubt may rest on the statement of Maimonides, it must be
admitted that it is so eonsistent in all its parts, and in such exact accord-
ance with the general teaching of antiquity on the subject, as to stand
invested with a high degree of probability of its being, at least in its main
particulars, an approximation to the truth. (See Appendiz, note )

But whatever was the religious condition of the human race before the
Deluge, it is certain that there must have been a commencement of idolatry
subsequent to that event. Here we meet with one fact nearly amounting
to a demonstration, that the postdiluvian origin of this evil is restricted to
a comparatively short period : idolatry must have arisen before the Dis-
persion.  “The various systems of pagan idolatry in different parts of the
world correspond so closely, both in their evident purport and in numerous
points of arbitrary resemblance, that they cannot have been struck out
independently in the several countries where they have been established,
and must all have originated from a common source. But if they all
originated from a common source, then either one nation must have com-
municated its peculiar theology to every other people in the way of peaceful
and voluntary imitation ; or that same nation must have communicated it
to every other people through the medium of conquest and violence; or,
lastly, all nations must, in the infancy of the world, have been assembled
together in a single region and in a single community,—must, at that period
and in that state, have agreed to adopt the theology in question, and must
thence, as from a common centre, have carried it to all quarters of the
globe,
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“These are the only three modes in which the universal accordance of
the Gentiles in their religious speculations can be accounted for. But as
the incredibility of the first, and the equal incredibility and impossibility
of the second, may be shown without much difficulty, the third algne
remains to be adopted.’—Fuber's Origin of Pagan Idolatry. 'The
assertion, therefore, that idolatry arose before the Dispersion, is justified.

This fact is, moreover, sustained by explicit proof from the inspired
records. DBabel, or Babylon, is well known to have been the seat of the
world’s population prior to the Dispersion. This locality is rendered infa-
roous in the Bible as the place whence this foul evil arose, and radiated to
poison the nations,  “Babylon hath been a golden cup in the Lord’s hand,
hat made all the earth drunken : the nations have drunken of her wine
vherefore the nations are mad. Every man is brutish by his knowl-
edge; every founder is confounded by the graven image: for his molten
image is falsehood, and there is no breath in them.” Jer. Ii, 7, 17. The
New Testament affords similar evidence. Without at all impugning the
application of the Apocalyptic prophecies to the Roman Antichrist, we
hold that the terms in which they are couched derive point and power
only from their previous connexion and import. Hence, when we read of
“DBabylon the great, the MormEr of harlots and abominations of the
earth ;” (Rev. xvii, 5;) and, “Babylon the great is fallen :—for all nations
have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication ;” (Rev. xviii, 2, 3 ;)
we have marked intimations of the primitive scene, and principal seat, of
idolatry, the greatest invasion of the prerogatives of Heaven,

Having thus ascertained by undoubted induction, confirmed as it is by
Seripture proof, the period and place whence idolatry originated, we may
proceed another step, and elicit from the great and common principles of
all heathen mythology some notion of the ruling elements of unhallowed
feeling and corrupt imagination, whiech generated the evil of which we
speak. In this effort it will be of consequence for us to recognise the
important fact, that in all ages Satanic error has been most successful
when presented to the human mind as a perversion of truth. Faber justly
observes: “ The human mind rarely tolerates any great changes if they be
violent and sudden, particularly in matters of religion. It seems natural
to suppose that this great apostasy was not a violent and abrupt setting
aside of true religion ; that it was not a sudden plunge from the worship
of Jehovah into the grossness of rank idolatry. I should rather appre-
hend that it must have commenced with a specious perversion of sound
doctrine, and with an affectedly devout adoption of authorized rites and
ceremonies and phraseology.”—Faber's Origin of Pagan Idolatry, vol. i,
p- 100. This judgment of an experienced and learned writer, who had
carefully investigated the subject, may be safely admitted as sound.

‘What, then, were those prominent elements of patriarchal religion
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which were most likely, being generally known and partially obscure in
their character, to lead to speculation, corruption, and ultimately to
idolatry 2 Here it may be necessary to remind the reader, that our first
parents must have had peculiar means of obtaining an acquaintance with
God.  'Who can tell the knowledge of Deity which Adam enjoyed in his
state of innocence? Nor can the form of language used throughout the
patriarchal age in respect of God be accounted for, except on the supposi-
tion that man, at the commencement of his career, obtained a knowledge
of the divine nature and character which has never been fully explained,
aud probably never will be, in this world. We have always spoken
guardedly (Patriarchal Age, pp. 266-271) of the knowledge which in
pree-Christian times obtained econcerning the Divine Trinity: but the
more the subject is studied, the more clearly does it appear that, what-
ever doubt may exist as to the acquaintance of the later heathens with
this doetrine, there can be little as to the prevalence of an opinion of this
kind among the early patriarchs. (See Appendiz, note 2.)

Further, it is certain that, from the first family downward, the hope of
the world was centred in the birth and actions of a superhuman Being,—
in other words, in the work of an incarnate Saviour. There might have
been much vagueness of view and opinion in respect of this subject : but
we greatly err if we suppose that all the information possessed by the
first family and their descendants, in respect of this doctrine, was merely
that which is contained in the primitive promise. Gen. iii, 15. Of the
various revelations which Adam received from God we have scarcely any
formation. It is certain that sufficient knowledge on this subject was
revealed to atford a basis for an enlightened, operative, saving faith in
the mind of Abel and others: and if so, it must Lave been sufficiently
complete and defined to atford to other men an intelligible acquaintance
with the subject. (See Appendiz, note 3.)

Again: in addition to these elements of religious knowledge, the early
races of mankind had a prescribed mode of worship. Enough has been
already said in the preceding volumes of this work to warrant the con-
clusion of Faber, that the worship of the Israelites “was no other than
Patriarchism, by various additions and special institutions, adapted to the
peculiar situation of a people which had been selected by Jehovah.”
There was, therefore, a special place where God was worshipped by
sacrifice before the cherubim. Of the nature and character of the rites
performed in this primitive worship it is difficult to speak with any pre-
cision; but it is evident that there must have been a person (in those
days generally the father of the family) to offer the sacrifice; and in all
probability there was, in the pure patriarchal period, some visible fire, or
glory, representing the presence of Deity. (See Faber's Pagan Idolatry,
vol. i, p. 425, and note to p. 424.)
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Besides these doctrines, there were facts in the early history of the
world which must have been traditionally known, and which, from their
character, would more or less influence the opinions and the views of
the people.

There was, in the first place, the paradisiacal scene of man’s primitive
glory and fall, which, with all its circumstances, would certainly have
been preserved in memory. The temptation, the serpent, the trees in the
midst of the garden, the judgment of the offenders, their expulsion from
Eden,—all these prominent particulars would have been narrated by
father to son continually, until they had perfectly imbued the mind and
memory of mankind.

The Deluge introduced another element into the religious traditions
of the new race of mankind. For, while they would preserve and cherish
the knowledge of all the religious doctrines, rites, and facts with which
man had been endued in the outset of his being, and which had been
evolved in the course of his career, it could not escape observation that
the beginning of the postdiluvian race bore a remarkable similarity to
that of the primitive family. In each case there was a patriarchal father,
with his wife. In each case this father had three sons: and in both
instances one of these sons exposed himself to divine malediction.

‘With these elements of religious knowledge, and facts popularly known
and pervading the public mind, we have to contemplate the postdiluvian
population of the world under the aspect in which they are presented
to us in the pages of holy writ. We are told that they “knew God.”
They had sufficient acquaintance with the being, attributes, and provi-
dence of God. Yet in those circumstances, this people did not glorify
God, nor evince gratitude toward him: and with these sins of the heart,
there existed in active operation a strong tendency to refined speculation.
They “became vain in their imaginations,” indulging in unworthy exposi-
tions of established truth, and adding to it according to the dictates of
their corrupted fancy. The consequence of this conduct produced its
natural result :—it darkened their mind, and introduced death into the
religious affections of their hearts ; and thus, “ professing themselves to be
wise, they became fools.” The consequence of all this was the introduc-
tion and practice of the vilest idolatry. Rom. i, 21-23.

‘Were we able to detail with certainty and precision the progress of
this declension, it would form a very important branch of the early history
of our race. But this is more than can be expected. When we have
placed the result in connexion with the cause, we shall have furnished
materials from which to form some idea of the steps by which mankind
descended downwards to the lowest estate of moral degradation.

In the first instance, it may be observed that a ruling element in the
idolatry of heathenism is the deification of human nature. Man has
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been everywhere invested with divine attributes, and honoured with
divine worship. 'What could have originated such extravagant and
unreasonable conduct? With all the bodily weakness incident to his
constitution,—exposed to casualty, disorder, disease, and death,—utterly
unable to ward off mental or physical evil, or to sustain the mind in
peace, or to provide for the wants of the body by any inherent power,—
what could have originated the idea of investing poor perishing humanity
with the attributes of Divinity ¢ It is not wonderful that, after the prac-
tice had been introduced, a martial hero like Alexander should have
aspired to such a vain and monstrous distinction, The question is, What
could have led to the introduction of the absurd and proud assumption ?

After carefully considering all the professed solutions of this problem
which ancient or modern times have supplied, we can receive none as
satisfactory but that which refers its origin to the promised incarnation,
Dl-understood and  imperfectly-transmitted traditions of the primitive
promise of an incarnate Redeemer naturally induced expectation and
inquiry.  When any man obtained more than usual eelebrity, or arose
into great prominence under very extraordinary circumstances, there
would always be a motive for inquiring whether he was the Incarnate
One who had been promised. This would of course incline any man of
a daring, ambitious mind, who aspired to great elevation and power, to
claim this divine character, and put himself forward as the expected
incarnation. It is more than probable that Nimrod acted thus, in order
to persuade all the people to remain under his government at Babel,
rather than to disperse themselves over the world in obedience to the
command of Heaven.,

The whole practice of heathen demonolatry, however, proves that
whatever influence the promised inearnation might have had on the origin
of the evil, other agencies must have operated to mould and form it into
a system.  No fact is more evident than that the earliest human objects
of worship are almost always presented to us in triads. Mr. Faber
attributes this singular circumstance entirely to the fact that Adam, as
the great father, and his three sons, were regarded as reappearing in
the persons of Noah and his sons. Indeed, every part of the heathen
world affords ample evidence that the three sons of Noah were the popular
triad of Gentile idolatry. Yet this does not, in my judgment, include the
opinion that the hope of the promised incarnation was the sole origin of
this human deification.

In the case of Egypt, for instance, we have, in the researches of Cham-
pollion, a very curious exception to this rule. According to this erudite
writer, ¢ the primary form or antitype of the entire mythology (of Egypt)
is a triad of divinities, composed of Amoun, the father, Mout, the mother,
and Chons, the infant son.” On this curious fact I quite agree with a
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learned Egyptologist, who observes, It does not appear probable that men
to whom the doctrine of the triunity of God was unknown, could have
framed such a system as this.”— Osburn’s Antiquities of Egypt, p. 138.
It is not to be imagined that these persons had refined and elevated
views and clear conceptions of this doctrine, like those who have the
Christian Scriptures in their hands; but that they had a vague and
imperfect notion of the triune personality of Deity. Taking the Egyptian
triad in connexion with the triads of other countries, it does not secem
possible to avoid the induction, that the general system of human deifica-
tion arose out of a combination of influences, arising from a corrupted
tradition of the promised incarnation, a vague notion of the doctrine of
the Trinity, and a speculative fancy of the application of these to the sons
of the first great father, as reproduced in the offspring of Noah. And
this induction, be it observed, is justified by numerous instances in the
history and mythology of the ancient world.

Idolatry, however, was not confined to the worship of eminent living
men, and their revered ancestors : it extended to the animal creation. If
this practice had not been all but universal, and as such attested by indu-
bitable evidence, it would appear utterly incredible. That man should
bow down in lowly adoration, and worship the image or person of his
fellow-man appears passing strange ; but that he should stoop to ascribe
divinity to a brute, and prostrate himself in religious reverence before it,
seems too much for belief. Yet so it was, and in heathen lands is even
now. What could have originated such gratuitous debasement and profa-
nation? This question has been frequently asked both in ancient and
modern times, but has seldom obtained a satisfactory solution. The
obscurity which rested on this subject in respect to the learned among the
heathen, we may see finely illustrated in the false and foolish answers
which they vainly offered.

One reason assigned for this practice, according to Diodorus Siculus, is,
that the gods, in the early ages of the world, being in fear of the numbers
and wickedness of mankind, assumed the form of animals, in order to
avoid their cruelty and oppression; but that, having afterward brought
the world under their government, the gods decreed that the forms under
which they had obtained security should be regarded with religious
veneration, A second reason assigned is, that the ancient inhabitants of
Egypt, having suffered many defeats from their enemies in consequence
of confusion and want of discipline in their army; devised the plan of
carrying standards, and for this purpose selected the figures of animals.
These serving as a rallying-point for the several divisions of the troops,
they obtained a vietory, and ever afterward treated these figures with
religious respect. A third reason given is, that this worship arose out of
gratitude for the benefits conferred by them on mankind. But when it is
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remembered that the lion and the eagle were prominent in the early
stages of animal-worship, this answer will sink down to a level with the
preceding.  Other notions, equally ridiculous and absurd, have been
handed down to us; but this diversity of opinion, and this laboured
effort to devise any plausible origin for so strange a practice, only prove
the darkness which rested on the subject. Porphyry, who though a
clever writer was a bitter enemy to revelation, has inadvertently on this
point given us an important suggestion. In propounding his theory on
this subject, he attributes the origin of animal-worship to the operation
of tiie principle that the Deity permeates other beings, as well as man
that, in fact, “ nearly the same spiritual essence pervades all the tribes of
living creatures,” On this account, he adds, “in fashioning images of
the gods, they have adopted the forms of all animals; sometimes joining
the human figure with those of beasts; at others, combining the shapes of
men and of birds,” &e.—Porphyrius de Abstin., 1ib. iv, cap. 9.

It it always important in investigations of this kind to distinguish
between fact and philosophical speculation. In this instance the learned
heathen, I have no doubt, gives us an important fact, namely, that
animal-worship originated in a practice which had grown up, of com-
bining portions of the figures of animals, or of birds, with parts of the
human figure. If we may rely on this statement, which is open to no
reasonable doubt, we find that, unlike almost every other part of heathen
idolatry, the worship of animals was not the first form of this error. The
vencration of images preceded that of the real animals. Nor were these
images representations of complete animal forms, but of compound figures,
exhibiting different combinations of the cherubic elements—man, lion, ox,
and eagle.

Here, then, we have an account of the origin of animal-worship which
meets all the diffieulties of the case. The cherubic figures, we are sure,
were copied in the sculptures of the ancients in almost every diversity of
form and combination. These, like the teraphim of the Hebrews,
became, in process of time, objects of superstitious regard, and ultimately
of idolatrous reverence. The next step produced images of animals as
meriting similar devotion; and living brutes succeeded as objects of
worship.

Beneath this depth of human abasement, folly, and sin, there is yet a
lower deep. Men not only condescended to worship brute beasts, and
birds, and creeping things ; they proceeded even to reverence and adore
the different parts of inanimate creation. Reference has been already
made to the causes which led to an early reception of the false dogma of
an cndless succession of worlds. This opinion, however, when once
accepted, induced a belief of the principle involved in it, namely, the
eternity of matter: and, eternity being clearly recognised as a divine
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attribute, the entire natural creation was regarded as divine; and both
notions were extensively propagated. In the progress of this error, how-
ever, the speculative perversity of the men who, professing to be wise,
sunk into such folly, encountered a serious difficulty. While admitting
the eternity of matter, they could not repudiate the eternity of the great
father, the belief of whose reappearance, at the commencement of each
cycle of the world’s existence, lay at the foundation of the whole system
of error. But then they found themselves stumbling between the idea
of two eternals : one occasionally, and at great intervals of time, appear-
ing in human form ; the other infinitely diversified throughout the whole
material world.

This diffieulty was solved, or rather the Gordian knot cut, by supposing
the first of these to represent the mind or soul—the second, the material
body—of the world. “As it was observed that man consisted of two
parts intimately associated, the circumstance was analogically extended
to the world at large. The spirit of man for a season animated a body ;
and when that body was worn out, and its component particles were
resolved into their original substance, the spirit oceupied another tene-
ment; and again, at a stated interval, quitted it for a new one. In a
similar manner, the intellectual great father for a season animated his
body the world; and when that body at each great catastrophe was
resolved into the primeval crude matter out of which it had been formed,
the soul soon formed to itself another body in a new world, which it again
oceupied, and again quitted, at the close of the new period.”—Fuber's
Pagan Idolatry, vol. i, p. 163.

Thus the foundation was laid for the most extended system of idolatry,
in which every part of nature might be regarded as divine. The modifi-
cations of this notion, and the inferences derived from it, were numberless.
This mystic union of spirit and matter was frequently exhibited under the
notion of a conjugal union, in which the pervading spirit is spoken of as
the great father, and the material world as the great mother. Another
representation exhibited the heavenly bodies as embodiments, or residences,
of the pervading and ruling spirit ; while the terrestrial world was regarded
as the body of the universal deity.

Another modifieation of this error, whieh arose afterward, tanght that
the intellectual principle was light and goodness, and the material prin-
ciple darkness and evil. And thus was exhibited the idea of two inde-
pendent and rival deities: one, the patron of purity and light ; the other,
of evil and darkness. It can scarcely be doubted that this latter inflexion
of the error was greatly modified under the influence of a tradition respect-
ing the grand tempter and the fallen angels.

Thus, by these several means, the great elements of a universal idolatry
were established in the world. If it had been judged necessary, the
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several particulars which have been noticed might have been amply sus-
tained by learned references : but the best, as well as the most ample and
convineing proof which can be given in their support will be afforded by the
various developments of them which will be found in the chapters exhibit-
ing in detail the religion of the several nations which have to come under
our notice.  Enough has been said to indicate, in outline at least, the
more prominent of those speculations by which men, even while knowing
the true God, and “ professing themselves to be wise, became fools.”

In proceeding to notice the object and character of idolatry, it may be
first observed, that, regarded in the united light of reason and Scripture,
it stands before us as a grand effort to defeat or neutralize the great
scheme of redemption. I freely confess, I know of no subject that has
been treated so unworthily as this, According to established usage, the
youth in our best schools—the readers of our most erudite manuals and
educational works—are all introduced to an acquaintance with this sub-
Ject as a curious development of human ingenuity and speculation,—as a
science mainly consisting of the actions, character, and worship of certain
imaginary mythological personages.  'With these it is thought an accom-
plishment to have some acquaintance; and no one can doubt that this is
essential to any intelligent study of classic authors. But does all this
present to the mind any consistent idea of the object and character of
idolatry 2 'We teach the rising generation, and all inquiring minds, the
great clements of man’s primeval history from the sacred record. They
are instructed respecting man’s innocency and temptation, his expulsion
from DParadise, and the promise of a Redeemer. But when they are called
to study the history of our race, to mark the progress of a fearful moral
and mental deterioration, which covered the world with gross darkness,
and rendered the isolation of the elected Hebrew people necessary to the
maintenance of the knowledge of God in the world, all this fearful system
of error and evil is exhibited as totally unconnected with spiritual agencies
and moral ends. Is this reasonable or consistent ? Is it not certain that
the same agency which effected the fall, and thus spoiled the purity of
man, induced the whole scheme of idolatry, in order to defeat the promised
redemption, and to frustrate the purpose of God in the promised mission
of his Son?  Can there be a doubt in any reasonable mind on this import-
ant point? Evidence from Seripture has been briefly adduced, and might
be extended: but this is not necessary; the whole tenor of holy writ is
decidedly in favour of my argument. I wish, however, to call more par-
ticular attention to one important point—the worship of the serpent.

That the malign foe should repeat his assault on human happiness after
the promise of redemption, is not wonderful. That he should have perse-
vered in his aggression, might be inferred from his subtilty and malice,
But it will scarcely be believed, that even Satan should not only have



PRELIMINARY DISSERTATION. 27

aimed so high as to supplant the adorable and eternal God as the object
of human worship, but should also have aspired to put himself forth as
the object of supreme worship, and challenge the adoration of the world,
under the precise form in which he had succceded in effecting the ruin
of the race. Yet so it was. The serpent form has in all probability
approached nearer to universal adoration than any other.

A learned author, who has investigated this subject with great labour
and research, assures us that he has “traced the worship of the serpent
from Babylonia, east and west, through Persia, Hinddstan, China, Mexico,
Britain, Scandinavia, Italy, Illyricum, Thrace, Greece, Asia Minor, and
Phenicia.  Again, we have observed the same idolatry prevailing north
and south, through Scythia on the one hand, and Africa on the other.
THE WORSHIP OF THE SERPENT WAS THEREFORE UNIVERSAL.  For not only
did the sacred serpent enter into the symbolical and ritual service of every
religion which recognised THE suN, but we even find him in countries
where solar worship was altogether unknown,—as in Sarmatia, Scandina-
via, and the Gold Coast of Africa. In every known country of the ancient
world, the serpent formed a prominent feature in the ordinary worship,
and made no inconsiderable figure in their Hagiographa, entering alike
into legendary and astronomical mythology.

% Whence, then, did this oxLy uxiversaL idolatry originate? That
it preceded polytheism, is indicated by the attribution of the title Ops, and
the consecration of the symbolical serpent, to so many of the heathen
deities. The title Ops was conferred upon Terra, Vesta, Rhea, Cybele,
Juno, Diana; and even Vulcan is ealled by Cicero Opas.

“In Grecian mythology the symbolical serpent was sacred to Saturn,
Jupiter, Apollo, Bacchus, Mars, ZFsculapius, Rhea, Juno, Minerva, Diana,
Ceres, and Proserpine :—that is, the serpent was a sacred emblem of
nearly all the gods and goddesses.

“The same remark may be extended to the theogonies of Egypt, Hin-
dfistan, and Mexico,—in all of which we find the serpent emblematic, not
of one deity, but of many.

% What, then, is the inference? That the serpent was the most ancient
of the heathen gods.”—Deane’s Worship of the Serpent, pp. 441-443.

So the great and terrible truth stands clearly attested, not only by the
word of God, but by authentic records of every ancient nation, that
the old serpent, the devil, who seduced our first parents from their alle-
giance, succeeded in establishing himself, under the very figure in which
he wrought his first fatal triumph, as the almost universal object of
human worship,—* the god of this world.” Yes, and as the corrupt fancy
and bewildered speculations diversified modes of worship, and multiplied
forms and objects of adoration, this malign spirit, as if to assert his
universal supremacy, and perpetuate his name and influence over the wide
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world of human nature, stamped the serpent name on every deity, and the
serpent form on every ritual. To use the elegant language of the author
already cited, “The mystic serpent entered into the mythology of every
nation ; consecrated almost every temple; symbolized almost every deity ;
was imagined in the heavens, stamped upon the earth, and ruled in the
realns of everlasting sorrow. His subtilty raised him into an emblem
of wisdom; he was therefore pictured upon the wgis of Minerva, and
crowned her helmet.  The knowledge of futurity which he displayed in
Paradise exalted him into a symbol of vaticination; he was therefore
oracular, and reigned at Delphi. The *opening of the eyes’ of our deluded
first parents obtained him an altar in the temple of the god of healing ;
he is therefore the constant companion of Asculapius. In the distribu-
tion of his qualities the genius of mythology did not even gloss over his
malignant attributes. The fascination with which he intoxicated the souls
of the first siuners, depriving them at once of purity and immortality, of
the image of God and the life of angels, was symbolically remembered and
fatally celebrated in the orgies of Bacchus, where scrpents crowned the
beads of the Bacchantes, and the poculum boni demonis circulated under
the auspices of the ophite hierogram, chased upon the rim. But the most
remarkable remembrance of the paradisiacal serpent is displayed in the
position which he retains in Tartarus. A cunodracontic Cerberus guards
the gates; serpents are coiled about the chariot wheels of Proserpine;
serpents pave ihe abyss of torment; and even serpents constitute the
caduceus of Mercury, the talisman which he holds when he conveys the
soul to Tartarus. The image of the serpent is stamped upon every
mythological fable connected with the realms of Pluto.”—Deane’s Wor-
ship of the Serpent, pp. 443, 444.

To such a fearful extent is the presence and image of. Satan the de-
stroyer impressed on the wide range of idolatry! Nor is the character
with which he has imbued it less dubious than the symbolism under
which it is exhibited to the world. The genius of heathen idolatry is
throughout diabolical. It would be easy to exhibit this with the most
ample proofs, if our limits would allow the insertion of a wide range of
evidence. DBut this is impossible. All, therefore, that is permitted us is,
to cite a proof or two under a few leading particulars, which may confirm
and illustrate this strong assertion.

I. One great object, then, of religion is to make known to man the
nature and character of God. How does the idolatry of the heathen
world, sustained as it has been by science, intellect, and genius of the
highest order, meet this grand requirement? The only answer which
can be given is this,—With utter and unmitigated disappointment. The
first Jaw of revelation, and the first dictate of reason respecting God,
clearly assert the divine unity. To this truth all idolatry stands directly
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opposed; for it exhibits “lords many and gods many.”” I am well
aware that it has been boldly asserted, that this apparent multiplication
of deities and images is ideal; that these poetic and material representa-
tions were only intended to shadow forth the attributes of Deity, and to
bring him vividly before the mind. Do the persons who make these
assertions know that in the best days of Greece the philosopher Stilpho
was banished from Athens, by a decree of the Areopagus, for affirming
that the statue of Minerva was not a god? (Diogenes Laertius, lib. ii,
segm. 116.) Is it not notorious that a form of invocation was long pre-
served in the ritual of the supreme pontiff, which was used by the
Romans for the purpose of coaxing the tntelary deity of a place with
which they were at war, by the promise of more costly offerings than he
had been accustomed to receive, to come over to them? (Valerius Maxi-
mus, cited by Pliny, lib. ii, cap. 7.) Yes, and although the Greeks and
Romans sometimes affected to despise this superstition, they could them-
selves descend to the absurdity of chaining the images of gods to their
pedestals. (Plutarchus, De Iside et Osiride, Opera, tom. iii, p. 397.)
No sarcasms of satirists or maxims of philosophers can be poised, for a
moment, against the weight of this practical evidence.

Next to the unity of God, religion should exhibit his purity. For all
the moral ends of religion this is unquestionably essential. What heathen
idolatry has done to manifest this attribute of God to mankind, searcely
need be detailed. Let all mythology be examined, the Pantheon of every
heathen nation be investigated, and where can one prominent deity be
found whose moral character, as exhibited by his worshippers, would not
expel any living individual from any civilized society ¢ What erimes did
not one or another of these celestials commit? Murder, adultery, incest,
—all that lust could suggest, that rage could induce, that ambition and
jealousy could inspire,—abundantly stained the conduct of these imagin-
ary beings. There is no point in the whole system of idolatry more
affecting than this. Here the fountain js polluted at its source. Can
man be expected to present a purer character than his God? Yet here
the teeming multitudes of heathendom have a concentration of every vice
presented to their view as their model of character. Yet our best literati
speak as if this idolatry was innocuous, and only presented the divine
character under another name. Witness the famous stanza of Pope,
which has been so often placed in the hands of our children :—

“ Father of all, in every age,
In every clime adored,

By saint, by savage, and by sage,
Jehovah, Jove, or Lord.”

Is it true, then, that the person and character of the great Jehovah
were exhibited of old by the foul and filthy impersonations of Olympus ?
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Above all, are we to be told now that this was the case? No: the purity
of God was unknown to idolatry., That offspring of Satanic influence and
human depravity produced ideas of Deity in direct accordance with the
temper and spirit of the mind of the poet.

Nor was the evil resulting from this polytheism and impurity merely
notional and speculative : it directly tended to destroy all real knowledge
of God, and practical confidence in him. How eould God be known,
when only seen through the medium of heathen divinities? Or if these
were taken as exhibiting the divine character, who could confide in such
a manifestation of Deity? How, in fact, could such confidence bo exer-
cised, when the recognised deities were divided into factions always dis-
united, and frequently decidedly hostile? He who sought the favour of
Venus excited the anger of Juno: he who sacrificed on the altar of Jove,
rather displeased than propitiated Neptune. Realins and kingdoms, as
well as individuals, were exposed to this evil: every nation had its
natural patrons and foes in the council of Olympus; and its prosperity or
decline did not so much depend on its virtue or piety, as on celestial
favour fortuitously gained, or celestial enmity unknowingly and unde-
servedly provoked.

It may, indeed, be objected that these were the sentiments thrown out
in the poetry, and adopted by the people, of heathen lands, but that the
philosophers and the learned knew better. If this argument could be
admitted, it would but very slightly improve tlre case. For, in a religious
aspeet, who are they that compose the masses of nations, and involve
their dearcst interests and final destiny?  Are thep not the people? If,
therefore, the literati and philosophers had entertained higher or clearer
views, it would be saying little in the favour of this religious system if it
required them to keep the people in ignorance. But, notwithstanding all
these allegations, there is no satisfactory proof that either learning or
philosophy presented an efficient antidote to the evils of idolatry.

I may cite here the summary of a learned author who has carefully
studied this subject :—

“On three points the theological discords of the ancient schools were
softened into unusual harmony. 1. All the philosophers, excepting the
atheistical sects, agreed in admitting a plurality of gods. If some of them
occasionally speak of deity in the singular number, they speedily lapse
into the error of the popular faith, and avow persuasions which sufficiently
prove they had no conception of the unity of the Divine Being. Socrates
and Plato, the best and purest of the philosophical theologists, were
scarcely less devoted than the plebeian disciples of the popular ereed to
the dogmas of polytheism. 2. The ancient philosophers also agreed in
limiting the attributes of their gods. The deity was said neither to exer-
cise nor to possess creative energy. Matter, uncreated, eternal, and self-
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existent, might be shaped into diversity of form by divine skill, but it
existed independently of divine power. It was thus invested with the
fundamental qualities of Deity. 3. The popular creed of Greece and
Rome was an cxtravagant Manicheism, in which demoniacal powers were
mingled with divine. The philosophers adopted, but modified the doc-
trine. An eternal and disorderly principle was supposed to interfere per-
petually in the government of the world. The existence of moral evil,
not to be accounted for, as was thought, under the sole dominion of a
benevolent deity, was thus explained; and the wisdom and goodness of
the ruling god were subjected to a counteracting and malignant power.”
—Alley’s Vindicie Christiane, pp. 30, 31.

It is, therefore, certain that the direct tendency of idolatry, as estab-
lished in the most civilized and refined nations of the ecarth, effectually
concealed the knowledge of God from almost all classes of society; and
-at the same time not only spread over the whole surface of religion unmis-
takable emblems of the evil principle, but actually recognised the evil one
-as a real divinity, counteracting the designs, and frustrating the purposes
of the beneficent God.

II. We next turn our attention to the general character of idolatrous
worship.

Of all the exercises of the human mind, the worship of God is the most
noble, and most intimately allies man to the heavenly world. If ever the
best affections of human nature are called into lively action, and the
‘highest attributes of the human mind are likely to be employed under the
highest influence, it must be when man, under a sense of weakness and
want, comes in an acceptable manner to God, as the Author and Giver of
.all good, to receive those blessings of which he feels the need. In this
.devotional duty the mind, when rightly directed, apprehends the infinite
‘majesty and mercy of God, humbly offers its penitence and prayer, and
. earnestly implores a visitation of grace. How did the most refined sys-
tems of idolatry meet, this requirement, and lead man into intercourse
with God ?

It cannot be denied that this idolatrous worship, in highly cultivated
countries,—in Greece, for instance,—* often afforded a beautiful and inter-
esting spectacle. The extensive area before the temple, and the noble
porticoes which generally surrounded it, were crowded by a devout and
zealous multitude. The priests or priestesses, in splendid garbs, appeared
at a little distance, in the vestibule, at the foot of the altar. After a
- solemn pause, one of the subordinate ministers, in order to excite the atten-
tion of the people, demanded, ¢ Who are those that compose this assem-
bly ¢ and a universal response was returned, ¢ Upright and pious citizens.’
The officiating priest then slowly advanced, and, in distinct and awful
voice, exhorted the congregation ¢ to offer up their prayers, and to suppli-
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cate the gods.  Prayers adapted to the occasion were next recited by the
priest; or hymns, in which the divine genius of the poet had celebrated
the majesty of the gods, were chanted by a chorus of youths and virgins.”
—Alley's Vindicie, p. 151. )

Yet notwithstanding the pleasing order and affecting character of these
ceremonies, it must not be forgotten that the being to whom all this was
addressed was not God, but a creature of the imagination. In most
instances these deities were not only imaginary, and therefore imperfect,
but highly criminal, eruel, or licentious, In those cases the absurdity and
wickedness of the worship would be in proportion to the ignorant zeal of
the worshippers. Nothing, indeed, can be more certain than that, so far
as the great mass of the people were concerned, this worship was mere
ceremony. The multiplicity of deities,—the confusion of ideas arising
from their manifold and conflicting attributes,—the minute ceremonial
connected with the offering of sacrifice,—would effectually prevent any
real worship of God, except under circumstances the most extraordinary.

But the irrcligious character of this worship is one of its most favour-
able features. It was frequently degraded by the vilest cruelty and
ferocity. Human beings—not unfrequently women—uwere savagely
butchered, and offered upon the altars of these sanguinary deities, In
other cases this service became a mere purchase and sale of sinful licence.
The sacrifice was not an expression of contrition and a means of pardon
for sin, but a means of exemption from its punishment by the presentation
of a costly bribe to the divinity supposed to have been aggrieved. At
other times filthier, if not fouler consequences resulted from this adora-
tion. The deity was, in many instances, an embodiment of licentious-
ness; and then the worship would be of a corresponding character,
Bands of courtezans, armed with every blandishment of beauty, music,
and dancing, by a thousand arts inflamed the excited worshippers, until
they were prepared to wallow in pollution from which the mind turns
away with infinite disgust.

The cause of truth demands that it should be distinetly stated that
these abominations are not accidental circumstances, arising in some par-
ticular age or country. Noj they are the natural results of idolatry.
Wherever this fearful error has reigned, in ancient or modern times, it
has produced similar effects. Carnal, unmeaning ceremony,—cruelty and
blood,—licentious impurity, to an extent forbidding all description,—have
always been the natural fruits of this evil.

When exhibiting the religion of the several Gentile nations, it will be
necessary to present these subjects in greater detail. Enough has here
been said to give a general idea of the spirit and genius of idolatry ; and
to show that, as a standing rule, it has banished all just and worthy views
of God from the minds of men, and has substituted, for that divine worship
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which was appointed by God as the great means of raising the mind and
renewing the character of man, a system of creature-worship which has
debased mankind, and become a fruitful cause of the blackest erimes, and
of the most filthy impurities.

If, therefore, an investigation of the origin of this compound of wicked-
ness and folly led to the opinion that it arose in the world through the
direct agency and influence of Satan, all that we have seen of its results,
in respect of man’s knowledge and worship of God, fully confirms this
view. In all its character, spirit, tendency, and resulting circumstances,
idolatry presents itself to the mind as the work of Satanic guile, and of a
powerful influence exercised on the depraved hearts of unfaithful men.

Notwithstanding the overwhelming amount of evidence by which these
views of the origin and character of pagan idolatry are supported and
attested, a disposition has been evinced by some men of learning—espe-
clally by those among them who have not carefully studied the sacred
Scriptures, or the Christian religion—to endeavour to show that the moral
impurity and intellectual perversion, which obviously resulted in a fearful
torrent from this source, were not universal; that among certain classes
or sections of heathen society the doctrines of a pure theism were plainly
taught, and the precepts of a sound morality carefully enforced. And,
strange as it may appear, an eminent Christian divine and English bishop
has mightily promoted these (in our judgment) erroneous views.

Bishop Warburton, in his # Divine Legation of Moses,” strongly asserts
that in the heathen mysteries all the errors of polytheism were explained
and neutralized ; that here the initiated were taught, “that Jupiter, Mer-
cury, Bacchus, Venus, Mars, and the whole rabble of licentious deities, were
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