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Lesson 1: An Introduction

TAROT divination is not fortune-telling. The practice of fortune-telling is based on the false
notion that human life is governed by luck, chance, or fate—by obscure powers at work outside
the personality. True divination rests upon the occult truth that the causes of all events in
human life are really internal, proceeding from the Cause of Causes—the Universal Intelligent
Energy or Life-power which is the Source, Mover and Knower behind all the phenomena of the
universe.

Because this Universal Intelligent Energy is omnipresent, it must necessarily be a real presence
at any given point in space. Consequently it must be the real Presence at the heart of every
human personality. That Presence is the True Self, the real I AM, the Concealed Divinity in the
shrine of the temple of personality. This True self is the author of all phenomena, and its
perfect knowledge includes all the details of phenomenal manifestation, past, present and
future. It knows all events, and the significance of all events. Thus it knows the complete past,
present and future of every human being.

Ordinarily this perfect knowledge of the True Self is hidden from us; but under certain
conditions some part of it may be brought down into the personal level of awareness. The right
use of Tarot provides the necessary conditions, because Tarot is a device invented by expert
psychologists who understood the laws whereby the superconscious knowledge of the True
Self may be brought to bear upon the specific problems which confront us as we function at the
self-conscious level of our waking existence.

The Tarot Keys are composed of pictorial and geometrical symbols. These symbols are the
natural “language” of the subconscious mind, a language older than any human tongue, a
language from which all modes of human speech have been derived. Fundamentally we think in
pictures, not in words, and this pictorial language, common to the whole human race, is the
means whereby the subconscious mind may communicate to us the higher knowledge reflected
from the superconscious levels of the True Self.

As you begin to study divination, bear in mind that it is not meant to satisfy your own or
another’s idle curiosity about the future. Take the work seriously. What you are about to learn is
a method whereby you may bring to bear upon your own problems, and upon the problems of
those who consult you, the light of the superconscious knowledge of past, present and future
which is characteristic of the mental activity of the One Life-power. To deal lightly with this is
truly to profane the most sacred of mysteries, and the penalty for such profanation in inevitable.
He who debases Tarot to mere fortune-telling will rob himself of whatever insight he may
possess. He will deceive himself and others by false visions, and may open the door to
dangerous obsession by inimical astral entities.
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The practice of divination offers you a real opportunity to serve, and will aid you to unfold
intuitive powers of a high order. As you become more and more proficient, you will be called
upon by persons beset by all sorts of perplexities, faced by all sorts of seeming obstacles,
troubled by all sorts of appearances of inharmony. As you gain their confidence they will tell you
their inmost secrets. Never abuse that confidence. Make it a rule not to discuss the affairs of
your consultants—not even anonymously. There is altogether too much comparison of
horoscopes, altogether too much discussion of the affairs of clients, in certain circles of persons
interested in astrology, palmistry, numerology, and other divinatory arts.

Furthermore, avoid personal judgement of the lives of your consultants. Even when their views
and conduct differ radically from your opinions and standards, remember that every
condemnatory judgement is evidence that he who makes it is himself more or less in the dark.
To divine well you must be in sympathetic rapport with your consultants, and there can be no
sympathy where there is condemnation.

After these preliminary observations we may proceed to a brief examination of ...

The Tarot Pack

For divination the best pack of Tarot cards now available is that given with this course of
Lessons. It was drawn by J. A. Knapp under the supervision of Manly P. Hall, and is an excellent
example of the exoteric Tarot. It has, furthermore, the decided advantage that the cards are of
such size that they may be conveniently shuffled and dealt.

In calling this an exoteric pack I mean that it is simply a better-drawn and better-colored version
of that version of Tarot issued, some centuries ago, by the Western School of occult adepts,
who purposely disguised it as a game. The Keys of this exoteric pack, particularly the picture-
cards called major trumps or greater arcana, are neither so exact nor so explicit in their
symbolism as are the cards of the esoteric Tarot. The later, at this writing, has not been
published. The Rider pack, designed under the supervision of A. E. Waite, approximates the
esoteric version. So does the set of major trumps drawn by Jessie Burns Parke some years since
at my suggestion. Waite’s version and mine approximate the esoteric designs we have both
seen. The present pack of Mr. Knapp’s is practically the same as any good example of
eighteenth century exoteric packs, except for the small symbols added at Manly Hall’s
suggestion, which are mostly good. And the symbolism of these Keys is sufficiently exact for
every purpose of divination. Even for the higher uses of Tarot it is not wholly incorrect.

In the original exoteric Tarot no Hebrew letters were printed on the major trumps. Since
Eliphas Levi wrote The Dogma and Ritual of Transcendental Magic nearly all books on Tarot
have reproduced the “blind” attribution of the letters to the major trumps first published in that
remarkable volume. C. C. Zain uses yet another attribution, but if it is compared with that given
below its inadequacy becomes evident. I have dealt with this whole matter in other of my
writings. Here it is enough to say that Levi knew the correct attribution, but was under
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obligation not to reveal it. Hence he chose a blind which would lead the more discerning
among his readers to discover the correct arrangement. Unfortunately, those of his admirers
and disciples who have written books about the Tarot (including Papus, Stanislas de Guiata, Dr.
and Mrs. Curtis, Manly P. Hall, and others of lesser note) have either failed to perceive Levi’s
blind, or else have felt themselves bound to perpetuate it.

The true arrangement, long held in reserve by the School of Adepts who originally issued the
Tarot as we now have it, came by accident into the possession of the founders of the Hermetic
Order of the Golden Dawn. A former member of that society, convinced that its claim to direct
connection with the Secret Chiefs of the True Rosicrucian Order was a false claim, broke away
from the Hermetic Order, published its rituals, and also made public the attribution given
below. Three years prior to this I had myself been led to the discovery of the true arrangement,
which follows:

Figure 1-1
Hebrew Attributions of the Major Trumps

1 Aleph (A) 0 LeFou

2 Beth (B) 1 Le Bateleur

3 Gimel (G) 2 La Papesse

4 Daleth (D) 3 Limperatrice
5  Heh (H) 4 L'empereur

6  Vau V) 5 LePape

7 Zain (Z) 6 L'amoureux

8  Cheth (Ch) 7 Le Chariot

9  Teth (T) 11 LaForce

10 Yod @ 9 L'ermite

20 Kaph (K) 10 LaRoue de la Fortune
30  Lamed (L) 8 La Justice

40 Mem (M) 12 LePendu

50  Nun (N) 13 LaMort

60  Samekh (S) 14 LaTemperance
70 Ayin (O) 15 LeDiable

80  Peh (P) 16 Le Feu Du Ciel
90  Tzaddi (Tz) 17 Les Etoiles

100 Qoph (Q) 18 ILaLune

200 Resh (R) 19 Le Soleil

300 Shin (Sh) 20 LeJugement
400 Tau (Th) 21 LeMonde
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This arrangement enables us to determine the astrological meanings of the major trumps. The
key to these meanings is partially given in the various printed versions of the Hebrew Book of
Formation, or Sepher Yetzirah. All versions of this book agree that the mother letters, Aleph,
Mem and Shin represent the elements Air, Water and Fire. All versions also agree that the
simple letters Heh, Vau, Zain, Cheth, Teth, Yod, Lamed, Nun, Samekh, Ayin, Tzaddi and Qoph
represent the signs of the zodiac. But none of the published versions agree as to the attribution
of the seven heavenly bodies known in ancient astrology to the seven double letters, Beth,
Gimel, Daleth, Kaph, Peh, Resh and Tau. These were probably kept secret when the Book of
Formation was first published, for fear that the correct arrangement might lead to the
premature disclosure of certain practical secrets. But as the correct arrangement has now come
to light, its accuracy will be obvious to every really competent symbolist. Learn these
attributions by heart, so thoroughly that you recall them without the least effort.

Figure 1-2:
Astrological Attributions of the Major Trumps

0 Le Fou Air; Uranus

1 Le Bateleur Mercury

2 La Papesse The Moon

3 L'Imperatrice Venus

4 L'Empereur Aries

5 Le Pape Taurus

6 L'Amoureux Gemini

7 Le Chariot Cancer

8 La Justice Libra

9 L'Ermite Virgo

10 La Roue de la Fortune Jupiter

11 La Force Leo

12 Le Pendu Water; Neptune
13 La Mort Scorpio

14 La Temperance Sagittarius

15 Le Diable Capricorn

16 Le Feu du Ciel Mars

17 Les Etoiles Aquarius

18 La Lune Pisces

19 Le Soleil The Sun

20 Le Jugement Fire; Pluto(?); Vulcan
21 Le Monde Saturn; Earth
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N.B. In the esoteric Tarot the numbers of the Keys corresponding to Leo and Libra are different
from those given above. In the esoteric pack Strength, corresponding to Leo, is numbered 8,
and Justice, corresponding to Libra, is numbered 11. So also in Waite’s Tarot and in those
which I use for philosophical work.

Besides the 22 major trumps there are 56 minor trumps similar to ordinary playing-cards, which
are derived from the Tarot. The minor trumps comprise ten spot-cards numbered from Ace to
10, arranged in four suits, which are: Wands (Clubs); Cups (Hearts); Swords (Spades); Pentacles
or Coins (Diamonds).

In addition to these numbered cards, each suit includes four court-cards. In the Knapp pack
these are designated by letters, as follows: King (K); Queen (Q); Knight or Warrior (W); Page or
Servant (§).

Kings represent Spirit; Queens are symbols of Soul; Knights or Warriors correspond to the astral
body; Pages or Servants represent the physical body. These are their more general meanings.
Their particular divinatory meanings will be given in the lessons wherein the separate cards of
each suit are explained from the divinatory standpoint.

The general divinatory meaning of the four suits of minor trumps is as follows, but each card
has a separate meaning to be considered later:

Figure 1-3:
Divinatory Meanings of the Four Suits

This suit... ..represents these concepts... ..and element.
Wands Work, enterprise, ideas; the energies of the Fire
spiritual plane or archetypal world (Plato’s
world of ideas)
Cups Desires, hopes, wishes; emotional activities; Water

the states and forces of the mental plane,
the creative world in which mental patterns
are formulated;

Swords Action, and therefore conflict of forces; the Air
states and activities of the astral plane, the
formative world of unseen forces which
build the conditions of the physical plane;

Coins or Things, possessions; the concrete objects Earth
Pentacles and bodies of the physical plane; the

objectification of the energies and forces of

the higher worlds or planes represented by

Wands, Cups and Swords;
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The Significator

This is the card chosen to represent the Querant, or person for whom a divination is made. This
may be Le Bateleur (Key 1) for a man, or La Papesse (Key 2) for a woman. In a subsequent
lesson you will find a method for selecting the Significator, based on the Querant’s birth-date;
but many good diviners invariably use Le Bateleur for a man, and La Papesse for a woman.

Formulating The Question

This is the first step in a divination. When you divine for yourself, state the question as you
begin to shuffle the entire pack. If you are divining for another person, let the Querant
formulate his question as you begin to shuffle the cards. If the Querant has formulated his
question before sitting down opposite you at the table where the divination is to be made, bid
him or her concentrate upon the question, and, if possible, endeavor to restate it while you are
shuffling. This formulation of the question by the Querant is wholly mental, and the Querant
should be careful to say nothing whatever, at the beginning of the divination, that will indicate
the nature of the question.

First Operation

The diviner shuffles the entire pack until he feels like stopping the shuffle, or until the pack
begins to feel heavy in his hands. One comes soon to recognize this feeling. While shuffling
the diviner should mentally and most earnestly invoke the aid of the true self to
assist in the operation.

After the shuffle the diviner hands the entire pack to the Querant, who cuts it once, completing
the cut so that the portion of the pack which was at the bottom when the Querant received it
from the diviner is now on top.

The diviner now takes the cards, and with his left hand cuts the pack into two piles, from right
to left, on the table before him, thus:

Pile Pile
1 2

He then cuts each of these into tow piles, again to the left, and with his left hand, so that Pile 3
is taken from Pile 1, and Pile 4 from Pile 2, as shown below.

Pile Pile Pile Pile
4 2 3 1

These four piles of cards, counting from right to left, represent the four letters of the Hebrew
divine name, YOD-HEH-VAU-HEH (IHVH, or Jehovah), thus:
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HEH 2 VAU HEH 1 YOD
Pile Pile Pile Pile
4 2 3 1

The diviner now examines these piles of cards, to find in which one the Significator, (Bateleur
or Papesse) is located.

If the Significator appears in the YOD Pile (No. 1) the diviner says to the Querant: “Your
question is about the beginning of some enterprise, about the root-ideas behind some matter.
It is more concerned with causes than with outward conditions, and may have to do with the
spiritual life.”

If the Significator appears in the HEH Pile (No. 3), the diviner says: “Your question has to do
with your desires and wishes, with the formation of plans, with some state of your emotions or
affections, with matters in which your feelings are deeply affected.”

If the Significator is in the VAU Pile (No. 2), the diviner says: “You want to know what to do,
what action is best to bring about some result, either to avoid some conflict with others, or to
overcome some conflict which has already come up. Your question is somehow connected with
inharmony, with disappointment, either actual or threatened.”

If the Significator be in the 2nd HEH Pile (Pile 4), the diviner says: “Your question has to do
with the things of the outer world, or practical life. It is almost wholly concerned with material
affairs.”

The beginner will do well to commit these paragraphs to memory, until he has progressed far
enough to depend more completely on intuition. In any case the substance of what the diviner
says to the Querant is always as above.

Be careful at this point not to let the Querant state his question to you. You should be able to
state it to him, by reason of the position of the Significator. You may have to add some few
words of explanation to those suggested above, but unless the Querant acknowledges that you
have correctly determined the main substance of his question, abandon the attempt to divine
for him, and do not resume it for at least two hours. Better still, wait until the next day. If you
are unable to determine the nature of the question by the position of the Significator the
divination is “not radical,” as astrologers say of those indications in a horary chart which indicate
that no attempt should made to give advice or delineation. Never proceed with a divination
unless you have been successful in this first operation.
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Practice

Before continuing with the next lesson, you should practice every day, at first by yourself, and
then with a sympathetic friend. Carry the whole first operation through, up to the formulation
of the question, in accordance with the position of the Significator. Put a different question, and
a different kind of a question, each time. Keep a record of your practice, in which you note:

1. the number of attempts;
2. the number of times the Significator fell in a pile that corresponded to the question;
3. the number of times the Significator did not so fall.

Continue this preliminary practice for at least one week before going further.
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Lesson 2: The Suit Of Wands

TAKE the 14 cards of the suit of Wands from your pack, and put the Servant or Page face up on
the table before you. On this put the Warrior, then the Queen, then the King, then the spot-
cards, 10,9, 8,7, 6,5, 4, 3, 2, Ace. You will then have all the Wands in a pile, face up, with the
Ace on top and the Servant at the bottom. This is the order of the following paragraphs. As you
read a paragraph look again and again at the card it describes. When you have finished the first
paragraph, turn over the Ace, to the left, as you would the page of a book. Continue until you
have read the 14 paragraphs. Do this at least once a day for a week, and you will find that you
know the cards. Do not write anything on the cards.

The suit of Wands corresponds to the first letter of IHVH, the letter Yod, to the archetypal
world of ideas, to spiritual energy, to force and initiative, and to the element Fire. This element
is represented by the upright triangle.
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Ace of Wands

The triangle is black, but radiant, symbolizing the Radiant Darkness or Potential Energy in which
all beginning, symbolized by the white, dotted circle, concentrates itself. The white circle
symbolizes Kether, the Hebrew idea of the number 1, called the Crown, or Primal Will. Another
symbol shows the circle, Unity, the Spiritual Triad or Triangle, and the Square of the Lower
Quaternary, indicating that the card represents the life-power in man. Behind the Ace (which
symbolizes the concentration of Spiritual Fire for works of creation) is a sun rising over the
horizon of the waters of creation, and this sun also suggests the dawn, or beginning of a matter.
Astrologically the Ace of Wands governs the quarter of the Heavens from Aries 0 to the last
degree of Gemini.

Time period

March 21st to June 20th, inclusive.
Occult title

The Root of the Powers of Fire.
Meanings

Natural, as opposed to invoked, force. Strength, force, vigor, vitality, and particularly the force
of concentrated Will. The principle, or beginning of an enterprise.

Keyword

Initiative.
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Two of Wands

The coiled serpent in the triangle symbolizes Wisdom, the idea associated with 2 in Hebrew
occultism. Crossed wands symbolizes balanced force.

Time period

1st decanate of Aries, March 21st to 30th inclusive, ruled by Mars.

Well-dignified

This key means force, enterprise, boldness, resolution, originality, some combativeness.
Ill-dignified

It shows fierceness, shamelessness, ambition, restlessness, turbulence, obstinacy, revenge. A
card of enthusiasm, but strong self-interest.

Keyword

Dominion.

Three of Wands

The radiant triangle encloses a lamp, symbol of Understanding, represented by the number 3 in
Qabalah. The three wands form a fire triangle, and suggest the enclosure of power in form.

Time period
2nd decanate of Aries, March 31st to April 9th, ruled by the Sun.
Meanings

Mental energy, leadership, ambition, determination are among the meanings. It is also a card of
the realization of hope, of success after struggle.

Well-dignified

Courage, persistence, pride, nobility.
Ill-dignified

Conceit, arrogance, insolence.

Keyword
Established strength.
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Four of Wands

The T-cross in the triangle symbolizes measurement and order. The same ideas are related to
the number 4, symbol of Beneficence in Qabalah, which also calls 4 the Measuring Intelligence.
The square formed by the 4 wands has the same meaning.

Time period
Third Decanate of Aries, April 10th to 19th, ruled by Jupiter.
Well-dignified

This Key symbolizes success through personal merit, good social standing, influential friends:
the perfection of something built up after labor; benefit through travel, shipping and business
with foreign countries.

Ill-dignified
Loss in the same things, or in consequence of unpreparedness or hast action.

Keyword

Perfected work.
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Five of Wands

In the triangle are the Tables of the Law, referring to the Hebrew attribution of 5 to Justice. But
5 is also Severity, and is called the Sphere of Mars, which somewhat modifies the meanings of
the card.

Time period
First decanate of Leo, July 23rd to August 1st, ruled by the Sun.
Meanings

Power, and pleasure in exercising it; adventure, speculation, and uncertainty; strong
attachments.

Well-dignified

Boldness, command, generosity.
Ill-dignified

Cruelty, violence, lust, prodigality.

Keyword

Competition.

Six of Wands

The flying disk suggests the movement of solar energy in the atmosphere, and reminds us that
Beauty, the Hebrew idea associated with 6, is also called the Sphere of the Sun. The balanced
triangles of the six wands are types of balanced force.

Time period
Second Decanate of Leo, August 2nd to August 11th, ruled by Jupiter.
Meanings

Success, happiness, gain; gain through love affairs, or by opposite sex; pleasure in labor, gain
after a period of uncertainty or competition.

Ill-dignified

Loss through the same sources, waste in pleasure, trouble through pride of riches or through
insolence based on success.

Keyword
Victory.
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Seven of Wands

The palm-branch in the triangle is a symbol of success, and connects with Netzach, or Victory,
the Qabalistic name of the number 7. The wands form a septenary, three over four.

Time period
Third decanate of Leo, August 12th to August 22nd, ruled by Mars.
Meanings

Pleasure in strenuous action; some danger through love-affairs or self-indulgence; but strength
and magnanimity unless ill-dignified.

Well-dignified
Adventure, strength, courage in the face of difficulties, influence over subordinates.
Ill-dignified

It indicates ignorance, pretence, vain-glory, quarrels and wrangling, threats, and very
determined opposition, especially from subordinates.

Keyword

Valor.

Eight of Wands

In the triangle is a peacock feather, symbol of illusion and Maya. This connects with Splendor,
the 8th Sephirah, called also the Sphere of Mercury, and said to be the seat of the lower
manifestations of Intellect.

Time period
First decanate of Sagittarius, November 22 to December 1st, ruled by Jupiter.
Well-dignified

Aspiration, foresight; rapid expression of force, but quickly expended; the acceleration of
anything in which the Querant is interested. Also generosity, confidence, freedom.

Ill-dignified
Violence, warfare, rapacity, insolence, theft or robbery.

Keyword

Swiftness.
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Nine of Wands

A pillar in the triangle suggests support, and thus harmonizes with 9, called Foundation or Bias
in Qabalah.

Time period

Second decanate of Sagittarius, December 2nd to December 11th, under rulership of Mars. It
suggests originality, independence and daring.

Meanings
Strength in reserve, health after illness, success, but attended by some strife.
Ill-dignified

Danger of violence in foreign places, or on or through the course of long journeys; difficulties
with the relatives of the marriage partner; conflict with persons prominent in religion or law;
obstinacy.

Keyword

Preparedness.

Ten of Wands

The key in the triangle suggests the opening of hidden sources of power, and the discovery of
hidden things in the realm of ideas. The number 10 relates to Malkuth, the Kingdom.

Time period
Third decanate of Sagittarius, December 12th to 21st, ruled by the Sun.
Well-dignified

Generosity, success and honor in connection with the law, religion and philosophy; possibility
of posts of responsibility; gain through travel.

Ill-dignified
Ostentation, dogmatism, overbearing pride.

Keyword

Fullness of power.
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King of Wands

The Hebrew letter Yod in the triangle represents spiritual power. The card represents the force
of will in the world of ideas.

Time period

From the beginning of the third decanate of Pisces to the end of the second decanate of Aries,
March 11th to April 9th, combining the forces of Mars in Pisces, Mars in Aries, and Sun in Aries.

Meanings

Ardent, impulsive, influential man, one possessed of authority, and strongly marked by the
quality of leadership. Somewhat hasty in temper, but just, generous and friendly to the Querant.

Ill-dignified

He represents the same general type, but cruel, ill-natured, intolerant, and probably unfriendly
to the Querant.

Appearance

Red-gold hair. Gray or hazel eyes.

Queen of Wands

The vesica pisces in the triangle represents spiritual substance, and is closely allied to the first
letter Heh in IHVH. The card represents the operation of the human soul in the world of ideas.

Time period

From the beginning of the third decanate of Cancer to the end of the second decanate of Leo,
July 13th to August 11th, symbolizing the influence of Jupiter-Neptune in Cancer, Sun in Leo,
and Jupiter in Leo. A card of adaptability, attractive power, and power of command.

Meanings

Well-dignified, a kind and generous woman, but resolute in the face of opposition. Strongly
psychic and intuitive, but practical in applying her psychic gifts. Intense, magnetic, friendly to
the Querant, and favorable to the success and business of the Querant. If ill-dignified, inimical
to the Querant, obstinate, dangerous to the Querant's affairs, revengeful and tyrannical.

Appearance

Red-gold hair. Blue or brown eyes.
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Warrior of Wands

The ankh in the triangle symbolizes the union of positive and negative forces, and corresponds
to the letter Vau in IHVH. The card represents the influence of the world of ideas upon the
astral body, and also the idea of the astral body in the archetypal world.

Time period

From the beginning of the third decanate of Scorpio to the end of the second decanate of
Sagittarius, or from November 13th to December 11th, representing the combined influences of
Moon in Scorpio, Jupiter in Sagittarius and Mars in Sagittarius.

Well-dignified

An active, generous, impetuous, quick-moving man, younger than the King of Wands. Secretive,
probably interested in the occult, somewhat psychic and mysterious. Friendly to the Querant,
and may bring him news relating to his enterprises.

Ill-dignified

He will be evil-minded, false, cruel, bigoted, brutal, unfriendly to the Querant and dangerous to
his affairs.

Appearance

Yellow, or yellow-auburn hair. Blue-gray eyes. This key sometimes signifies departure, or
change of residence.
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Servant or Page of Wands

The cube in the triangle symbolizes the world of things or objects, and corresponds to the
second Heh in IHVH. The card represents the influence of the world of ideas upon the physical
body, and is also a symbol of the archetypal idea of a physical body.

Time period

The whole first quarter of the zodiac, from the beginning of Aries to the end of Gemini, or from
March 21st to June 20th, inclusive.

Meanings

A young person, youth or girl. Brilliant mind, courageous disposition, perhaps given to sudden
anger, and desirous of power. Capable of great enthusiasm.

Ill-dignified

Revengeful at the least opposition, headstrong, theatrical, unstable, domineering, and decidedly
superficial.

Appearance

Red-gold hair and blue eyes. Often this card is the indicator of a messenger.

N.B.  Note carefully the time-attributions, for upon them and their astrological significance,

blended with that of the numbers, the divinatory meanings are based. But at this point in your
work you should not attempt to locate events by the time-period of the separate cards.

Practice Work

Shuffle and cut the cards as in the first operation, in order to determine whether or not the
question is radical.

Take the pile of cards in which the Significator is placed, shuffle it thoroughly, and cut once
with the left hand, restoring the cut, as in the first operation.

Deal the cards, face down, in three piles, from right to left, thus:

Pile Pile Pile
3 2 1
Future Present Past
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Turn Pile 1 face up, and look through it to see if it contains the Significator. If it does, say: “The
dominant ideas in relation to your question had their origin in some idea which you held in the
past.” If the Significator is not in this pile, look to see if there are any cards of the Wand suit
therein. Read each of these as you come to it, counting from the face of the small pack, held in
your hand. But read it always in the past tense. If neither the Significator nor any cards of the
Wand suit are in this pile of cards, put it aside, and say: “Your question is little concerned with
any idea formulated by you in the past,” and go on to the next step of the operation.

Turn Pile 2 face up, and look for the Significator. If it is in this pile say: “The dominant ideas in
relation to your question have to do with something in the immediate present, or have just
been formulated.” If the Significator is not in this pile, read any cards of the Wand suit you may
find in it, but always in relation to the present.

Turn up Pile 3, and repeat as before, except that all the reading from this group of cards in
related to the future, and it is in relation to this pile that most of your advice to the Querant will
be given.

No matter what Pile the Significator is in, read whatever cards of the Wand suit you find in
either of the three piles. The point about the Significator is simply that it shows the Querant's
personal attitude to be more particularly related either to past, present, or future.

Shuffle the cards so that some of them will be reversed. For the purpose of this kind of reading,
those which are upside-down are regarded as being ill-dignified.

This type of divination, which will be elaborated in subsequent lessons so as to include the
cards of all four suits, and those of the major trumps, may be used for practice in learning the
attributions, and should be the only method employed for any but really serious questions. It is
often surprisingly accurate for the solution of all minor problems, and has the advantage of
being the only divinatory method which may be safely used for entertainment among persons
who are not deeply interested in occultism, or among those likely to be sceptical.
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Lesson 3: The Suit of Cups

ARRANGE the 14 cards of this suit as you arranged the Wands in the preceding lesson. Go
through the entire series once daily, at least, reading the text with the cards before you.

The suit of Cups corresponds to the second letter of IHVH (HEH), to the creative world of
mental patterns, to mental and emotional energy, and to the element of Water. In the Knapp
Tarot pack this element is symbolized by the Vesica Pisces, a distinctively feminine symbol,
corresponding to the equilateral triangle with its apex downward.

Ace of Cups

In the Vesica is a radiant crown, from which ten rays descend, for the Ace of Cups represents
the power of the Qabalistic Kether, or Crown (No. 1 in the system of 10 Sephiroth), in the
Creative World. It is the will to differentiate, or the will to specific manifestation. The Rose-
Cross on this card reminds us of the essential Rosicrucian doctrine: Let your heart’s desire be
unified with the basic pattern of creation. This is symbolized by a rose (desire) fastened to the
center of a cross (the cross representing the fundamental pattern of cosmic manifestation).

Time period

Astrologically the Ace of Cups governs the time-period from Cancer 0 to the last degree of
Virgo, June 21st to September 22.

Occult title

The Root of The Powers of Water.

Meanings

The general meaning of the card corresponds to the time-period it controls, during which, in
the temperate zone, all the fruits of the ground come to ripeness and perfection. This, also, is
vacation time, and the period when the weather is most favorable to pleasure out-of-doors.

Fertility, productiveness, development, multiplication; happiness, pleasure, gratification,
fruition of desires; cheerfulness, geniality, gaiety.

Keyword

Desire-force.
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Two of Cups

In the vesica the Eye of Horus surmounts a sharp-pointed upright triangle. Both Eye and
triangle are masculine emblems, corresponding to the Qabalistic notions of Wisdom (the All-
seeing Eye) and masculine force associated with the number 2, which is called AB the FATHER
in Qabalah. Two circles concentric to each other are behind the cups, suggesting harmony.

Time period
The first decanate of Cancer, June 21st to 30th, ruled by the Moon.
Well-dignified

Reciprocity, reflection; gain and benefit through parents; favors from opposite sex; changes of
residence.

Ill-dignified

Reverses and losses through parents or the opposite sex; unfortunate changes of residence;
fluctuations of mood; unwise decisions.

Keyword

Response to environment.

Three of Cups

In the vesica, the letter H is surmounted by a flame refers to the second letter of IHVH, which
letter is attributed by Qabalists to Understanding, or the number 3. Compare with the lamp on
the 2 of Wands.

Time period
The second decante of Cancer, July 1st to 10th, ruled by the Scorpio aspect of Mars.
Well-dignified

Activity, determination, practicality; fondness for pleasure and comfort; attachments and
attractions to the opposite sex; pleasure, merriment, eating and drinking, plenty of new clothes,
etc.

Ill-dignified

Sensuality; danger of the “triangle” situation; trouble through attachments or the opposite sex;
prodigality; misunderstandings.

Keyword

Enjoyment.
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Four of Cups

In the vesica is a diamond, so cut that one face is a square, or 4. It is a symbol of wealth and
substance, reminding us that 4 is associated with Beneficence in Qabalah, and is said to be the
Sphere of Jupiter.

Time period
The third decanate of Cancer, July 11th to 22nd, under the rulership of Jupiter and Neptune.
Well-dignified

Success in material things, but desire for something higher; a period of comparative comfort,
yet a little confining; thus the card suggests a degree of satiety; it is a symbol of contemplation,
and of the turning away from pleasure in quest for higher things; intimates strong psychic
influences.

Ill-dignified

Material gain, but through injustice; sorrows resulting from satisfaction of desire; getting what
one has wanted, but finding no joy in it.

Keyword

Surfeit.

Five of Cups

A serpent rises in the vesica over the cups. It is the ancient symbol of the sign Scorpio, to which
this card specifically refers. Yet it is also the serpent-power which brings illumination; so there is
a flame of light over its head.

Time period
First decanate of sign Scorpio, October 23rd to November 1st, ruled by Mars.
Meanings

No meaning of this card is really good, but they are worse if ill-dignified. Loss in pleasure; vain
regret; disappointment, sorrow and loss in those things which have been much desired,;
treachery, deceit; unexpected troubles and anxieties; disappointment in love, broken
engagement, broken friendship.

Keyword

Defeated desire.
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Six of Cups

The King in the Vesica is a reminder that one of the titles of the number 6, or Beauty, in the
Qabalah is Melek, the King.

Time period

The second decanate of Scorpio, under the combined influences of Jupiter and Neptune, from
November 2nd to 11th.

Well-dignified

Deep emotions, ardor, enthusiasm, generosity; money through marriage of business partner, or
by inheritance; the beginning of steady gain in business or pleasure, but beginning only;
peculiar circumstances.

Ill-dignified

Deceit in reference to partner’s money; loss of money inherited through some sort of swindle;
danger of death on water, or through poisons or anaesthetics; some reversal of fortune.

Keyword

Betterment.

Seven of Cups

The firmly-grasped battle-axe suggests adequate power. Here it may be noted that one of the
ideas associated with 7 in Qabalah is that of the armed hosts of heaven.

Time period
Third decanate of Scorpio, November 12 to 22, under the rulership of the Moon.
Meanings

Possible victory, but the person to whom the card applies may be too indolent to take
advantage of his opportunities for commanding circumstance (Note that the battle-axe is held
in a left hand); success may be gained, but not followed up; necessity for choosing the highest
possible objectives.

Ill-dignified
If definitely Ill-dignified, illusionary success; lying and deceit; drunkenness, violence, even lust.

Keyword

lusion.
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Eight of Cups

Note the Mercurial suggestion of the flying disk with its four wings, referring to the Qabalistic
meanings of the number 8, Sphere of Mercury.

Time period
First decanate of Pisces, February 19 to 28th, ruled by Jupiter and Neptune.
Well-dignified

Renunciation of material success for something higher; interest in psychical and spiritual things;
strong emotions; charity and helpfulness; love of travel.

Ill-dignified

Momentary success, but nothing lasting; over-impressionable; erratic and unsteady emotions;
meaningless change of mood and purposeless journeying; querulous disposition.

Keyword

Instability.

Nine of Cups

Here the winged disk is stable in flight, and comes straight ahead, in contrast to the instability
suggested by the four wings on the preceding card. This is the same as the Nine of Hearts, and
is the traditional wish-card. It owes this significance to the original Tarot meanings.

Time period
Second decanate of Pisces, March 1st to 10th, under the rulership of the Moon.
Well-dignified

Complete realization of desires; almost perfect pleasure and happiness; wishes fulfilled; physical
well-being.

Ill-dignified
Vanity, conceit, egotism; foolish generosity; easily led; one spoilt by prosperity.

Keyword
Desire fulfilled.
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Ten of Cups

The uplifted hands suggest surrender, and one of the old Egyptian hieroglyphic meanings was
slavery.

Time period

Third decanate of Pisces, from March 11th to March 20th, under the rulership of Mars in its
Scorpio aspect. The meanings are not fortunate unless the divination refers to spiritual matters,
for the combined forces of Mars, Jupiter and Neptune in Pisces on physical levels, while they
mean tremendous power of desire, and sometimes the satisfaction of those desires, point
rather to unbalanced force than otherwise.

Well-dignified

Relating to spiritual matters only, permanent and lasting success, through inspiration from
higher levels of consciousness; high psychic development; realization of the highest aspirations;
happiness. On questions at a lower level, even if well-dignified, great ambition, ultra-
sensitiveness, great power of realizing desires, but equally great danger of misuse of that power.

Ill-dignified

In spiritual questions, danger from psychism; probability of being injured mentally through
unwise attempts at meditation. On all other questions, danger of self-undoing from psychism,
prodigality, and liability to being influenced by others through the desire-nature; tendency to
drug-habits and drunkenness; disgust resulting from over-indulgence; excess in pleasure.

Keyword

Excess.
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King of Cups

The YOD in the vesica refers to the attribution of all Kings to the Sephirah of Wisdom, and to
the letter Yod. He represents the positive aspects of desire-force in the mental realm.

Time period

From beginning of last decanate of Gemini to end of second decanate of Cancer, June 20th to
July 10th, combining the rulerships of Saturn-Uranus, the Moon, and Mars. Subtle and secretive;
crafty, psychic, artistic; strong, violent desires, but calm exterior.

Well-dignified
Friendly to the Querant, and really wise.
Ill-dignified

Evil and merciless, and likely to be attracted by occult studies promising power and wisdom for
the satisfaction of desire without purification of character.

Appearance

Fair-haired and blue eyes.

Queen of Cups

The white rose in the vesica indicates the highest possible development of the character
portrayed by this card, not by any means always met with.

Time period

From the beginning of the last decanate of Libra to the end of the second decanate of Scorpio,
October 12th to November 11th, combining the rulerships of Mercury, Mars and Jupiter-
Neptune.

Meanings

She is mentally alert, yet somewhat superficial, probably has a touch of the poetic in her nature,
and is kind-hearted, though not likely to go to much trouble for anyone. Has strong desires, and
is emotionally responsive to the opposite sex. Very psychic, and if her higher nature is
developed, is a very powerful spiritual force.

Appearance

Gold-brown hair, blue eyes. Friendly to Querant if Well-dignified. If Tll-dignified, she is more
subtle, decidedly coquettish, and may be even a deliberate heart-breaker.
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Warrior of Cups
The swastika in the vesica is a symbol of good fortune.
Time period

From the beginning of the last decanate of Aquarius to the end of the second decanate of
Pisces, February 9th to March 10th, under the rulerships of Venus, Jupiter-Neptune, and Moon.

Meanings

He is a graceful, somewhat indolent personality, generous and enthusiastic, if he can be really
interested. Somewhat impressionable and psychic. Fond of home, and probably puts all women
more or less on a pedestal. Friendly to Querant. If Ill-dignified, lazy, untruthful, very likely
effeminate and more or less “catty.”

Appearance

Brown hair. Gray or brown eyes.

Slave or Servant of Cups
The sun in the vesica suggests the warmth and radiance of a generous personality.
Time period

The same as that of the Ace of Cups, but the Servant represents the outward manifestation of
what the Ace typifies.

Well-dignified

The character has sweetness, poetry, gentleness and kindness. Fond of home and all that it
stands for. Imaginative, dreamy, yet with a good deal of latent courage. Friendly to Querant, and
one who will further his hopes and wishes.

Ill-dignified
Too indolent to help, or possibly one who promises far more than he can perform.

Appearance

He typifies either a young man or a young woman.

Practice Work

For practice this week, repeat the formula given in Lesson Two, but read the Cups in addition to
the Wands. This will give you insight more particularly into the desires of the Querant.



29

Lesson 4: The Suit of Swords

THE suit of Swords corresponds to the Spades of ordinary playing-cards, but it is noteworthy
that the divinatory meanings are by no means so unfortunate as those assigned to Spades by
ordinary fortune-tellers. Just as the Cups in Tarot are not, on the whole, so fortunate as Hearts
are taken to be in ordinary fortune-telling, so the Swords, as symbols of Air or the Life-Breath,
are less adverse than Spades are usually supposed to be. Lay out the cards for study as in the
preceding two lessons.

Ace of Swords

The ankh cross, similar to a Venus symbol, represents the union of positive and negative forces,
and thus corresponds to VAU, the third letter of the Great Name, IHVH. The Swords are all
symbols of AIR, which is alchemically the mixture of the hot and dry nature of FIRE with the
cool and moist nature of WATER, but with the heat and dryness predominant over the cold and
moisture. Thus AIR is more fiery than watery, and there is a closer affinity between Swords and
Wands than between Swords and Cups. The Ace of Swords symbolizes Invoked Force, by way of
contrast to the Natural Force typified by the Ace of Wands.

Occult title

The root of the powers of air.

Meanings

In the Knapp Tarot it is shown point downward, but this represents its evil and negative
significance, for in ceremonial magic the sword in this position is used for the invocation of the
evil and demonic forces. On ancient exoteric and esoteric versions of this Key the single sword
often is shown with its point upward, and the point is surrounded by a radiant Crown,
symbolizing the invocation of spiritual Radiance. Thus, in using this card, it is to be considered
Ill-dignified if it appears with the point of the sword down, and Well-dignified if in the reverse
position.

Time period

From Libra 0 to the end of Sagittarius, September 23rd to December 21st, representing the
conjoined powers of Venus, Mars and Jupiter.

Keyword

Activity, particularly mental force in operation.
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Two of Swords

Here also the symbolism is better when the points of the swords point upward. The
combination of the trumpet with the ankh suggests the announcement of something. It is a
symbol of balanced force, but the balance is like that of a dead center. At the moment no action
is possible.

Time period

the first decanate of Libra, under the rulership of Venus, from September 23rd to October 2.

Meanings

Contradictory characters in the same nature: strength through suffering; pleasure after pain.
Delay in the realization of objectives. It intimates a period of uncertainty, in which the Querant,
through he has a sense of adequate power, does not know just what to do with it. Justice,
unselfishness, and the restoration of peace.

Ill-dignified

Falsehood, sorrow; injury from another who means the Querant well, or injury by the Querant
to another in the same way. It is always a symbol of tension, of want of tact, and suggests power
held in abeyance, awaiting some announcement or revelation that makes decision possible.

Keyword

Indecision.
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Three of Swords

The radiant Eye in the circle suggests understanding. But it is understanding gained through
SOITOW.

Time period

Second decanate of Libra, under the combined rulership of Saturn and Uranus, from October
3rd to October 12th.

Meanings

Sorrow, disappointment, tears. Delay, absence, separation, divorce. Disruption of friendship,
interruption of cherished projects, quarrels; mischief-making acquaintances; yet sometimes the
position in the layout suggests Platonic friendships and is usually a symbol of honesty and fair-
dealing in money matters.

Ill-dignified
Slander; selfishness and dissipation; deceit and with respect to promises; loss in legal affairs.

Keyword

Sorrow.

Four of Swords

The scales combined with the ankh remind us that a Qabalistic name for the number 4 is the
measuring intelligence.

Time period
The last decanate of Libra, under the rulership of Mercury, from October 13th to October 22nd.
Well-dignified

Rest from sorrow, yet after and through it; relief from anxiety; rest after illness; quietness;
change for the better; success in legal affairs; association with others in Mercurial pursuits;
strong mental attraction to a person of the opposite sex; activity in writing or short journeys.

Ill-dignified

Inharmony with partners; unsettled conditions in legal affairs; disorder and loss through ill-
considered writings or needless short journeys; vexations through petty strifes and sarcastic
speech.

Keyword

Rest.
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Five of Swords

The scourge combined with the ankh is a symbol of suffering, of the slings and arrows of
outrageous fortune. Yet the pains and sufferings bring understanding, and are the result of the
Querant's own Karma. The suffering is not really unjust.

Time period

The first decanate of Aquarius, under the rulership of Saturn and Uranus, from January 20th to
January 29th.

Well-dignified

Decision adverse to Querant in any matter of material nature; but in spiritual questions the end
of a course of action in apparent defeat which will nevertheless produce a good ultimate result.
In any case a card of failure, defeat, trouble, poverty, and anxiety. The Querant is probably the
subject of more or less slander.

Ill-dignified

The troubles are intensified, and are probably more de