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PREFACE TO FIRST REVISED EDITION 

Tms rs t.he fust revised edition of Dr. Paul Foster Case's 
classic, The Taro~. a Key to the Wisdom of 'the Ages, since 
its in". ial publicati-on in 1947 by Macoy Publishing 
Company. Over · he y.ears, this book has cnme to be 
regard d as the seminal wo.r k on the Tarot and on the 
Tarot's infmate connection with Qabalah, Astrology, 
Alchemy and the other Hermetic Sciences. The only 
revisions whicb have been made to the original work ar·e 
the conection o misspelled words and obvious errors, the 
inclusion of a colored 'll:ce of Life diagram and the 
inclusion oi a co·lored version of the Builders of th 
Adytum Ta.rot Keys in p]ace of the black and white keys 
found in the original It is hoped that the inclusion of 
colored Tarot. Keys will make he book somewhat mor,e 
accessible to its readers in that Dr. Case goes into 
considerable deta'lregarding the symbolism of the colors 
used in constructing the Tarot. 

D. Case first began the study of the Taro-t in 1900 at th 
age of sj.J[teen. In 1907 he published the attributions .of th 
T.uot: Keys o , he le ters of he Hebrew alphabe· set fo th in 
this book1 which attributions he had arrived at as a result 
of his personal studies. Through-out the early part of this 
century, Dr. Case ectured and published wo ks on th 
TaiOt1 Qabala.b, Astrology, Alchemy, Masonry, Rosi
crucianism and th effect these sciences had on th 
founding of the Um ed States of Am·erica.. His wo k 
brought him into contact with such persons as Alice 
Bailey, Michael Whitty, Claude Bragdo·n, Judg noward 
.and other Leading occulltists o·f that era. 

In 192{) Dr. Case published An Introduction to the Study 
of the Tarot, now out~of-print, which was the precursor to 
this book. In 192'2 be pub is11ed The Book of 1bken ', a 
series of twenty-two inspira.til.onally received meditations 
on the letters. of the H brew alphabet. In 1929' he pub
lished the first edition of The 'liue and Invisible Rosi
cruc.ian Order wbicb demon trated that the o~:riginaJ 



Rosicrucian documents could not be accurately inter
preted without a thorough understanding of Qabalah and 

arot, and that true Rosicrucianism was simply the 
exp ession of the tenderness f true Christianity. 

Throughout this period of time and up until his death, 
Dr. Case was busy preparing detailed lesson material on 
each a pect of the western mystery training system which 
in his p blished works he was only able to briefly touch 
upon. In 1939, Dr. Case organized the Builders of the 
Adytum as an Order dedicated to the perpetuation of the 
We tern Mysteries through the dispensation of these 
lesson materials in .a er1es of correspondence cour es 
beginning with simple metaphysics and working up 
thtough an in-depth study of the Tarot, the Qabalah, the 
Tree of Life, Gematria, Sound and Color, Alchemy and 
Astrology. Finally, in 1947, Dr. Case was able to publish 
the pres·ent work which constituted the summafon of 
over forty-five years of study and effort and which 
represent d his Magnum Opus w· th respect to the Tar t. 

It is with gratification and gr at pleasure that the 
Stewards of the Order Dr. Case £ unded a ounce the 
publication of this revised edition of his most influential 
public work. It is our earnest desire that the availability of 
thi book in · ts present form will inspire its readers to 
embark upon the journey which leads to the true Self 
residing in the hea · t of each of us. 

Readers interested in pursuing further the work of 
Dr. Case and his spiritual successor1 Dr. Ann Davies, as 
embodied in the curriculu of the Builders of the Adytwn 
or in purchasing black and whit Builders of the Adytum 
Taro Key for coloring may write to: 

Builders of the Adytum1 Ltd. 
5101-05 North Figueroa Street 
Lo Angeles1 Califom·a 90042 

Under the Shadow of His Wings Whose Name is Peace, 

The Grand Chapt r 
BUlL ERS F THE ADYTUM, LTD. 



CONCERNING THE INCLUSION OF 
COLORED TAROT KEYS 

IN TillS EDmON OF 
THE TAROT, A KEY TO THE \VlSDOM OF THE AGES 

n-u fiRST, revised ~edition of The Tarot, a Key w the 
Wisdom of the Ages incl udl s a colol'ed version of ou 
Tarot JiGey~. 

As members of the Builders of the Adytum are aware, it 
is very important that rea.ch pelson inteliested in person~! 
uruoldment through the use of T~rot, take the time and 
make the effort to color his or h rer own Tarot Keys. In the 
words of Dr. Case, 

''When you c~lor your own cards, they take on the 
·c:haracte r of your personaii ty. They are insepara My 
linked with you! Tbe attention you must giv imp c.s:scs 
their patterns upon the cells f your brain-bul]ds the 
details of the designs. into your consciousnes-s. And 
making the TAROT KEYS a part of yourself is one of the 
most practical secrets of aU occultism. Ir Ls the necessary 
foundation for aU ;tdvmced Tarot pnctic ," 

Th delightfully reolored Keys in this edition of The 
Tarot, a Key to the Wisdom of the Age.s are no -ntended to 
be the definitive colored version of the Builders of the 
Adytnm Tarot, nor as a subst"ttue for c.oloring on 'sown 
Tarot Keys. They alie s"mply o, e .arfst's interpre afon o · 
the 'I'arot Keys, loving! y rendered for the purpos.c of 
illus rating the profound wisdom rexpr~essed in the words 
of this book. 

Uncolored Ta~ot Keys and coloring instructions are 
available from the Builders of the Adytum at th addres 
set forth itn the preceding pages. 

The Gnnd Chapter 
BUILDERS OF THE ADYTUM, LTD. 
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THE ·J\ROT 
A Key to the Wisdom of the Ages 

I 

INTRODUCTION 

THE TAROT i a pictorial tex -book f Ageless W' sdom. 
From its pages has been drawn inspiration or so e of the 

ost important w rks on occult science published during 
the last eventy-five years. I s influ nee n them· ds of a 
f w enlightened thinkers may be traced duoughout th 
hi tory of the modem revival o interest in esoteric science 
and philosophy. 

This revival beg.an in 1854 with the pubHcatio of 
Eliphas Levi's Dogma and Ritual of Transcendental Magjc, 
first of a series of occult writings in which he names the 
Tarot as his m ·os importan soUice o£ info a io _ 
Elipbas ev· 's teaching inBuen ed the work of H. P. 

lavatsky and Dr. Anna King fo d. It has b en devel ped 
nd extended · the circles of French oc ultis - w · ch 

"Papu " !· r. Gerard Encaus e)' was f long a leading 
spirit. For English readers it is · terpreted in the bo ks £ 
S. L. MacGregor Mathers, Dr. W. Wynn Westcott, r. 
Arthur Edw rd Wait and others. The works of New 
Thought writer 1 ·espec,..ally the essays of J dg Thomas 
Troward, echo it again and .again; and, thoug ' Lev- himself 
was a nominal Roman Catholi 1 his doctrine -s utilized by 
Scotf sh Rite Masonry in the nited S ates, inasmuch as 
G neral Albert Pike's Morals and Dogma of the cottish 
Rite repeats verbatim page after pa - fr m the French 
occultis 's Dog11Ul and Ritual. 

ev''s opinion of the Tarot was very high. He said: 
11AS an erudite Kabalist" c book, all combination f 



Tbe '.Uuot 

which Ieveal the hllimonies preexisting between signs, 
letters a:o:d num bers1 e pract' cal value of the Tarot · 
truly and above all marvelous. A prisoner devoid o£books1 

had be only a 'Tarot of which h knew how to make use, 
could in a few ye;us acquire a u.n· ver a1 s cience1 and 
converse with an unequalled doctrine and inexhaustible 
e oquence." 

The aim of this ana.ly is is llo show you how to use the 
Tarot. A full treatment would require many volumes; but I 
hope to realiz the promise of my title by giving a .concise 
explanafon of the general plan of the Tarot1 and a brief 
outline of its meaning. It should be understood, however, 
that he sruden t must fill in this om ine w · th the 1esul ts 
·of hits own observation and meditation. 

Before enteiing upon a de.scr.ption of the cons ruction 
and symbolism of this book of occult science, it may be 
well to say a word as to its history. In the main1 I am in 
a:gree.ment w· b Arthur Edward Waite1 who diseusses the 
various theo ies as o 'ts orig'n in his Key to tlle Tarot, 
published in London by Wm. Rider and Sons. Dr. Waite 
couclud.es that the mot has no exoteric history before be 
ouneenth century. The oldest examples of Tarot: designs 

now pr·eserved in European museums were probably made 
about 1390. According to an oc,cu t tradition, in which I 
am inc ined to place confidence1 the actual date of its 
invention was about the year 1200 A.D. 

The inventors, this tradition avet'S, w,ere a group of 
· depts who met at stated intervals in the city of Fez, in 
Morocco. After the destruction of Alexandria, Fez became 
the literary and scientifi.c capital of tb world. Th~ther, 
born all parts of the globe, ca ·e wise men of allnat·ons, 
speaking all o:ngues. Their conferences were made 
difficult by differences in language atnd philosoph· cal 
~erminology. So they hit up n the device ·of embodying the 
most impor ant of their doctr'nes in a b ok of pictures, 
whose combinations should depend on the occult har
monies of n:umbe -s. 
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In tioduction 

Pe haps it was a Chinese adept who suggested the idea, 
tor the Chinese harve a proverb) "One p · cture · s wonh ten 
thousand words," and Chine e writing is ma.de up of co·n 
ven ionalized pictu. es. These pictures express · d,eas 
instead of words, so hat Chinese, Japanese and Koreans, 
a1 hough hey speak mo:re than s ven different languages, 
communicate easily w· hone anothe~ · only they can 
read md write. 

As a keleton for theit invention the wise m n cho·s-e the 
relafvely simpk system of numbers and letters afforded 
by the Qabala.h1. or Sec et Wisdom of Israel. This esoteric 
doctrine1 apparently Jewish, was te.ally a development of 
ideas fundamentally iden ic.a.l with the wisdom taught: m 
the secret schools of China1 Tibet and India. Some 
account of it, therefore,. mus p1ecede our study of the 
Tarot · tsell. 

The Hebrew Wisdom 

The master-key to the Hebrew wisdom · s the "name'1 

translated uLord'1 in the Authorized Version of the Bible, 
and j~Jehovah" in the revised versions. I is not really a 
.name at all, but ra h ·er a verbal, numerical a.nd 
geometrical formula. In Roman letters orresponding t 
Hebrew it is spelled IHVH. 

This 'sa noun form derived from a Hebrew ve b mean
ing j(to be.u Correctly translated, 't means 11That which 
was, That which is, That which shall be.11 THAT, not E. 
Thus, i ·sa perfect verbal symbol for the One Reality- for 
that Something wb 'ch ha always subsi ted behind all 
forms in the eternity of the past, for that Something whlch 
really is behind all the appearances and misunderstand
ings of the present, for that Something which will be the 
foundation for a th'e ,changing forms of life-expression in 
the et-ernity to ,come. 

Never has Ageles Wisdo·m attempted to define this One 
Reality .. Its inner nature defies analysis, cannot be put 

3 



The Throt 

within the limits of any fonnaJ. statement, because the 
OD·e Reality is infinite. Yet, in every a,gc the report of the 
wise has been hat in the One Something inheres the 
pow r to know. We say~ therefore~ hat IHVH is a. verbal 
symbol for the Conscious Energy that brings all things and 
ere a tures in to existence. 

The Qa balah classifies all possible opera. tions of this 
One Energy into , our planes, or '•worl s.'' Each plane or 
world is represented by a letter of IHVH1 as follows: 
Th~ ArchetyPal World. This is the world nf pure ideas. In 

the archetypal plane a e the root-notions inherent in he 
innermost nature of the universal Conscious Energy. 
From these ideas are derived all actual forms of man ifes
tat'on. Poi example1• the pure "d,ca of a chair is the idea of 
sitting. rn. that idea, as in all others~ is embodied a 
volition- the will-to-sit_ This will-to-sit is the single r ot
not"on behind all poss 'blechair-forms tha ever have been1 

are now, or ever shall be. Thus the arch typal world i seen 
o be the plane of will-ideas. 1b it Ageless Wisdom assigns 

the element of fire, representing un 'versa! radiant energy. 
In IHV this world and this el,ement are repre ented by 
the le ter " ." 

The Creative World. Her!.! the ideas of the archetypal 
world are spedalized as p.articular patterns. usitting" 
becomes tbe m renta1 pat em foi some sp cial kind of chair. 
The Cosmic En rgy .acting on t.bis. plane contains. he pa
terns of aU chairs that have been made or thonght of in the 
past, of all existing in the present-but not those as yet 
unthought of. So with all other patterns of particular 
.forms. 1b this world Ageless Wisdom assigns the el ment 
of water, symtJOlizin,g the fluid plastic'ty of the cosmic 
mind-stuff. The crea:tiv wur dis represen cd in IHVH by 
the first ••H:t 

The Format:ive World. Here the arch·e ypal ideas, 
specialized in cn::ative pa.tteros, ar brought fonh into 
actual expression. It is the plane of plocesses, the world of 
orces behind the veil of physical thln.gs. The fonna.ti ve 
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Introduction 

wodd is hat wh-ch is now explored by physicists and 
chcm · sts. H is the world of vibratory activi ties, and also 
the astral plane of occultism. Here tak place the various 
kinds of action whereby he Cosmic Energy actualizes its 
patterns. Ageless W"sdom assigns to th"s world the elc:
m nt of au, representing the life-energy which wis·e men 
everywhere have associated with breath. T' e £ormative 
world is represented by 11V" in IHVH. 

The Material World. This is the plane of the actual 
for-ms which affec our physical senses. He:re the process of 
bringing down the idea of s · tdng, through an operation 
based on the pattel'll of a particular chaii1 is finally com
pleted as the cha: itself This plane conesponds to the 
element of earth1 representing the solidity and tangibility 
of physicaJ. objects. It corresponds to the second ~· H'1 in 
IHVH. 

In every one of the four worlds, the Qabalah conceives 
the operation of en aspects of the universal Con cio·us 
Energy. This idea that all possible aspects of ·t e one 
Reality may be reduced to a t-enfold classification is found 
in ·every version of the Ageless Wisdom. Thence al'ises the 
esoteric teaching concerning the meaning of n mbcrs. 

ll.is is a subject almost limitless in its amifications, bu 
what is needed for Tarot study will be found in the next 
chapt c. 

5 



II 

OCCULT ME.ANIN'G OF NUMB,ERS 

IN THIS CHAPT:mt we shall consider the occult signilicance of 
th numbers from Zero to len1 with particular reference to 
the esoteric meanings of the S(l-called "Arabic" numerals. 
As a matter of fact, these numerals were invented by 
Hindu priests, from whom they were borrowed land slight
ly altered~ by the Arab mathematicians wbo introduced 
them into Europe. The key to me meaning of the numerals 
is the diagram which app a.IS as the froo tispiece of th · s 
book. 

Readers of these pages, who are famill:i.ar with occult 
symbolism~ will perc ~ive that the basis .of th constmc
t" on of tb ·- diapa.m is the six-pointed sta_r, known as be 
uShield of David" and "The Star of the Macrocosm.1

' Years 
ago~ one of the Theosophical Masters declared · hat tb 
sy tem of six eire ,es, tang:rot to a central seven ·h, · s a key 
to the construction of the cosmos. At that time, the 
Master's meaning was not grasped by the student to whom 
the stuemen was made. 

I hope the inclusion of this diagram in the front of the 
book may stimulatre some of my readeiS to further 
research, Want of space forbids my deve op· g the various 
details. I shall therefore content myself by saying that this 
one diagram is a key to the geometrical construe ion ,of th 
G eat Pyramid, to a very clos.e approximation to the squar
ing of the circle, o the ttue occult meaning of the apron 
wom by Free Masons~ to tbe ~correct construction of th 
Qabalistic ,diagram known as he Tree o· if'e (w "ch has 
been called 1a k y to all things~~~, and to the proport'ons of 
tbe mysterious Vault in which the body ,of the founder f 
the Rosicrucian Order is sa·d to have been d'scovercd. 
These are but a small selection of the mysteries to which 
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trus one diagram affords a cl , . shail confine yse ' to its 
numerical s · gnificance. 

In Arabic notation all n urn hers rure repl'esented by ten 
symbol, beginning with 0 and ending w' 9. They are 
bus der"ved &om the diagr:un: 

0. An ellip e, representing the Cosm · c Egg, whence 
come all things. Zero is a symbo,J of the absence of quality, 
quantity, or mass. T ' us ' t denotes ah olute freedom from 
every limi ta ·ion what . ver. t is a sign o the in6.n · . e and 
eternal Consc · ous Ene1g:y1 itself No-Th · ng, though 
manifested in everything. It is That which was, is1• and 
sha ·1 be forev r; but it is no h · ng we can name. B oUDdless1 

infin' tcly po enf al1 living light, itt its the rootless root of all 
things1• of all activities, of all modes of con:sciousn ss. In it 
are included all imaginable and u i gi able 
possibiU 'es, bu ' t transcend them alL The Qabalists 
call itt: Ia} No:rhing; tbl The Bound ess; tc) Limitless 
Light. Pure Conscious Energy, above and beyond ought, 
to us it is Supereonsciousness. 

The de ·c nding arc of the elFpse1 on the reader1 left, 
represents Involution, h r•wmding-up'' process whereby 
Limitless Light manifests itsel in name and form .. At B 
the lowe t point o,£ involufon is reached in the mineml 
kingdom. 

From B back to A on the right side of th ellipse t:he 
ascending arc 1epresents Evolution~ the •tunwinding1 proc
ess. From B to, F is the arc of evolution in t:h inorganic 
world. F to His . be arc of organic development up through 
.Plant to animals. H to Dis he arc of organic development 
from the owest animal to, the highest type. of human con
sdm: sness at point D On 'y a few human b ings have 
reached this pointj but the race ·s nearer to it no,w than 
ever lb efore. The arc from D to A is tha.t of conscious 
expr ssion eyond humom levels, the evo,Jution of con
scious one-ne s with the Divine. 

Thus he two sides of he ellipse suggest the esoteric 
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doctrine of Involution o:r descent, and a corresponding 
Evolntion~ or ascent. The ascending arc ·corresponds to the 
occult doctrine: ' 'First the stone1 then the plant,. then the 
animal, then he man1 . • and at last the ,god.' ' 

1. In the dia,gram, the number 1 is the vertical line from 
A to B, connecting the exueme he"ght w"th the .extreme 
depth. Among the many occult meanings of this number 
are: 

Beginning, initiative, originality, un · ty, s ·ngleness, 
isolati n, and the lik,e. In the Qabalah it is .called the Ad
mirab ·e or Wonderful Intelligence, the Supreme Crown, to 

show that l repr·esents the dete millin& ruling~ dbective 
and volitioo:nal aspect of consciousness. This p ima.ry 
mode of consc:ousnes:s 's concealed behind al veils of 
name and form. It is the con ciousnes of the true Self or 
I AM - he Onlooker, seeing creat' on through count es 
eyes, manifesting itself through "nnum.erabl e per
sonalities. Ageless Wi · dom teaches that all thimgs are 
manifestations or projections in time arnd space ·Of the 
powers of the I AM. In short, the I AM, o . number 1, is the 
essence, substance, ene· gy and consciousness expressed 
in all forms. Ev·erything in tbe universe i die sel 
e:x:p essiom of the I AM. This is the first principle, the 
prilnuy •exis ence1 the first Mover. In and through human 
personality it manifests as the waking Self-consciousness. 

2. On the diagram this number begins at C, follows the 
upper circle through D to the center of the diagram, 
thence through the lower cil'cle to E, and is completed by 
the horizontal iin·e from E to F. The meanings of the 
numb r include: 

Duplication,. Iefiection, receptivity1 dependence1 alter
na ion, antagonism, and the like. Qabalists call it Wis
dom, the refl~ction of be pedect self-consciousness of . he 
I AM. Wisdom is the mirror wherein the I AM sees itself. 
The nwnbe 2 · s also named illuminating lnt.ell" gence. t 
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is that which illuminates the peuonal mind. t is the 
aspect of universal consciou ness which man· fes s 
hrough human pc sonality .as grasp of the innet prin

ciples of the nature of the one Conscious Energy. In 
Hebrew occultism, 2 is al o the particular number o the 
Life-force in all creatures. 

3. The upper half o£ this fib'l.Ue is the same as the upp r 
half of 2, from C through D to the cente o·f the diagram. 
Its lower haU begins at the ·Center of he diagram, and 
follows the lower circle hrougb F and B ar·ound to E. 
Among the meanings of 3 are: 

Mu tiplication, development, growth, unfoldment1 

therefore expression. 3 signifies the actual outworking of 
tb~ prmciples re.Hec ed from 1 by 2. In Qabalah, 3 is 
U:ode· -tandin ", looking forward into the field of 
mani£estat:i.on1 in contrast to W"sdom (2J, which looks 
back to' the s· lf-knowl dge of the I AM ~1). Understanding 
is the concrete application of abstract Wisdom. Hence 3, is 
called the Sanctifyinglmtelligence1. to convey the id a that 
hrough grow h or expression com s th~ perfe.cted mani
est.a.t" on of the potencies ]ateut in the Limitless Light. On 
the form side1 perfect realization (sanctificaf•onJ requires 
perfected organism: in co·nsciousness1 it is perfected 
a cull ty and ~unction. 

4 .. This figure starts with the vertical line O· th figur 
~A toE ·On the diagram}, and adds two other line -A toG, 
and G to H. Thus dra:wn1 4 shows m its upper port· on a 
triangle1 symbol of the number 3, and io its lower portion 
a T-squ.are1 a geometrical symlbol of 4 itself. 'fii.anglc and 
T-sqururc are among the most important instruments of 
the draftsman. They have occult reference tot 1e e oteri 
side o ·geometry. They suggest p 1anning1. surveying, opog
ra.phy and the l"ke. F1om the ·e con ideration:s are derived 
the fo llowing meanings of 4: 

Order, neasurem.ent1 cla.ssification1 recording, tabula-
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tion, and so on. Because of hese meani_Ilgs Qabalists 
make 4 the num " er of memory. Because the Life-power's 
perfect memory of it own potencies and of the needs of 
even the least of its centers, of exp ess 'on cannot be su.p
posed to fail, he · d· a of Beneficence ~"good-givingness''j is 
also assigned to 4. This beneficence is not wasteful 
prodigality. I the gifts of the · ife-power are measured 
out. v·ery center of expression receives exactly what is 
coming to it, always. Th rc£ore the number 4 is called the 
Measuring Intelligence. 

5. On the diagram, the first line of this figure is the 
ho.rizontal, C to D. The sec -dis vert' cal, C o I. The third 
includes five-sixths of the lower circle, from I through P 
and B to E. Meanings of 5 ·nclude: 

Mediation (because 5 i the middle number between l, 
eginning, and 9, Comp et 'on}, adaptat'on, eans, 

agency, activity, p ocess, md the lue. 5 is the dynan:Jk 
Law proceeding from abstract ' rder {4). 

To primitive minds, the working of Law eems o be th 
operation {many fo ces, mostly hostile to man. Hence 5 
is the number of rsatility, and one of its names in 
Qabalah is Fear. Ignorant pcYSons endeavo to prop't'ate 
the power hey fear. Their sacri.Bces are the beginning of 
religious ritual. Hence 5 is t e numb~::r of religion. 

A better, thoug incompl te, knowledge of aw sees it 
as a relentless, harsh, mechan ·cal expression f mat e~ 

matical principles, taking no account of human needs and 
aspirations. This is the interpre ation of the materialist, 
who sees the Law as a mi •hty power. Hebrew sages ake 
account { thi al o, and say that 5 ·s the number of 
Str ngth and Severity, as well a o Fear. 

Finally, to se·ers and sages, Law appears a the manifesta
tion of perfect Justice, wher·eby man, whose numeral sym
bol is al o 5, may so adapt natural conditions that he may 
realize progr ssive liberafon from every kind o bondage. 

5, then, is the numb of versatility, because it shows. 
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the changing aspt:cts of the One Law, in piring f ar in the 
ign rant, perceived by the material"st as relentless 
strength, and understood by the wise as undev · ating 
justice. This One Law is the root of all operations of the 
Life-power, and is tberefore called Radical Intelligence. 
The ro t -consc· ousness expresse through human per
sonality · s his One Law of mediati n or a aptation. Man 
can change condit'ons. This is the secret of his power to 
realize freedom. 

6. On the diagram, this is a continuous line from D t A, 
down through the ellip e (o the Involution curve} to _, 
then around the lower circle to E. Its symmetry suggests 
the philo ophical conception of Beauty. Thi is the direct 
outcome of ideas expres ed by the preceding numerals. 

A ec Life-power (0}, knowing it elf perfectly (1), grasp
ing all p ssibilities of what 't ·sin itself ~2), understanding 
ju t how these · oss 'bill · es may be worked out · o 
expression {3J, never forgetting itself, o any detail of the 
perfect rder of ' ts self-manifestation (4), and developing 
that order throu h the agency of a perfectly just law or 
me hod {51, m st inevitably be working toward a perfectly 
symmetrical, balanced, and therefore beautiful, resu· t. 
This idea is implicit in he following meanings of 6: 

Balance, equil.bration, symmetry, beauty; harmony of 
opp sites,reciprocityi complementary acfvit'es, p larity, 
love. It is named Intelligence of Media ing Influe ce or 
Int lligence'of the Separated manations. 

7. On the diagram, his is composed of tw ,. es- the 
first h rizontal, from to D, the second diagonal, fr m 
toE. 

Th exhaust he meanings of 7 would t~e a. many pages 
as an encyclopaedia. It is he great Biblical number, many 
books in both the Old and theNewTestamen s bein writ
ten on a pla of sevens-seven chapters, seven subdivi
sions, and so on. On this po · t, see the literary intr due-
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tions in Moul on's Modem Readers' B 'ble. T he mo:re 
important o cult meanings of 7 are: 

Rest, safety, security, viet ry. the ancients 7 
represented temporary cessation, not final perfection, as 
some ave thought. In Hebrew, he wor for 41sevcn'' and 
that for '4oath' ' are clos·ely related, since the security and 
safety of a sworn compact were represented! in ebrew 
thought by 7. 

'I'hls number stands for the logical consequence of the 
ideas symbolized by the numbers preceding i in the 
series. A perfect Life-power, working in rhe way m dined 
in th explanation of 6, cannot be upposed to fail. Omni
pote ce must ultimately, noma er what present appear
ances may be, arrive at a triumphantly successfu conclu
sion to all its undertakings. he reat Work is as yet 
unfinished. The osmic F.xpe1'iment has not come to 
completion; but when we consider the natur of the 
Source of that experim nt, the nature of the Worker in 
that. work, reasou assures us that it must succeed, down to 
he minutest detail. The aspect of consciousness to which 

7 corresponds is called the Occult or Hidden Intelligence. 

8. 0 f e diagram, this is a figure composed of the upper 
and lower circles within the ellipse. In wri ing it, we egin 
at A, describe a escending "S" t B, and rc urn on an 
ascending inverted "S" to A. Thus the form of the figure 
suggests vibra ion by the shape of th lines, and altc a~ 

ion by the two kinds of mot' o us,ed in describing it. It is 
also the only figure except 0 which may be wri ,en over 
and over again without lifting pen &om paper. Thus in 
mathematics the figure 8, writt n horizo tally, i the igo 
of infinity. ong its occult meanings are: 

Rhythm, alternate cycles of inv lution and evolution, 
vibration, ux and reflux, and the like. I epresent al o 
th fact ha opposite f :rms of expression ( hat is, all pairs 
o£ oppo itesJ are effects of a single Cau e. (Se , on this 
point, Isaiah 45, v:er es 5 to 7) . 

Occult Meaning of Numbers 

'I'his number 8 is the digit value of the name IHVH 
(JehovahL 888 is tb numeration of the name Jesu in 
Greek, and 8 is not only the "Dominica! Number," or 
"Number of the Lord," in Chri tian numeral symbolism, 
but is al o the particular num er of the god called Thoth 
by Egyptians, Nebo by Assyrians, H rm s by Greeks, and 
Mercury y · omans. Thus 8 is preemin ntly the number 
o mag·c and of Hermetic Sdencc. Its Hebrew ame 's 
Sp endor1 and the aspect of o:nsc·ousness to which it cor~ 

responds is called P'edect Intelligence. The Hebrew adj1ec
tive translated "perfect11 is ShLM. A noun spelt with the 
same letters means ••peace, security, health, wea th, 
satisfaction,U and hus refe'!s to the per ect realiza ion of 
the success represent d by the number 7. 

9. On the diagram, i begins at , fol ows the upper cir
de down to he center of the diagram, con inues ba.ck to 

, then along the line ·of the ellipse, on the Tight side of the 
diagram, t·o E. As last of the numeral ymbols, 9 repres·ent~ 

the following ideas: 
Completi u, attainment, fulfilment, the goal of 

ndeavor, the end of a cycle f activity. Yet, bee use 8 
indicates Rhythm as pa t of the c eative process, c ple
tion is not absolute cess at' on. The end f one eye e is the 
beginning of another. This fact is the basis of all practical 
occul ism. Nobody ev r comes to the end of his tether. 
Nobody ever Feaches a point where nothing more remains 
to be hoped for, where nothing remains to be ac m
plished. Every End is th seed of a fresh Beginning. In 
Qabalah, the efore, 9 is cal ed Basi or Foundation, and 
corresponds to the mode of c n -ciousness named Pure or 
Clear Intelligence, becau e the completion of any proce 
is the pure1 clear, unadulte ated expr s i 11 of e inten
tion or 'dea which ini iated that proce - . 

10. Thn com ines the ellips of supercon ciou ess !OJ 
with the vertical line of self~c u c'ousness ll). It ·s the 
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numbc of perfection and dominic . Read from right to 
left, from units to ten {as all compos-te figures should be 
read symbolically), it suggests the outpour·ng of the 
limitless Life-p wer through he initiative, specialization 
and concentration of the I AM. Qabalists call the number 
0 the Kingdom. The mode of c nsciousness assigned to it 

is the Resplendent Intelligence- bril iant, glowin& full of 
life and powei. In one c oteric text this mode of intel
ligence is said to have its seat in Understanding, :and 
Understanding is the number 3, or Sanctifying Intelli
gence. What is meant is, that in order to have the resplen
dent, glowing consciousnes of mastery, one must have 
a.lso1 as a basis, th sanctifying, perfecting, organizing 
p wer of Understanding. Our ci izenship in the Kingdom· 
of-Heaven-on-Earth i determin d by the degree o£ our 
understandin . 

Such is he outline of the ten primary numb rs, accord
ing to Ageless Wisdom, as hand d down to s tbr u 7h the 
Sages of brael. It affords a ba ic clue to the meanin f 
Tarot. 

For instance, the whole book, r pack of cards, contains 
78 pages. Interpreting the nu ber 78 from the foregoin , 
we se that ' t represents the expression of the Splendor of 
the erfect Intelligence (81 throu h the V'ctory of ccult 
Intelligence {7). Precisely, this is the great purpose of 
Tarot. 

In the practical rork of t e Build rs of the Adytum, the 
esot ric meanings of the numeral symbols have been ex
panded into a series of eleven statements, Of affirmations. 
These a:re entitled The Pattern on the Trestleboatd, 
because, while they are at all t'mes true of the real Sell at 
the h art of every human personality, they are n t intend
ed to be taken as vainglorious claims to personal attain
m nt. They will aid the reader to remember the main at
tributions of he numbers 0 to 10. More than this, they 
have, during the las twenty-fiv years, p oved their value 
as seed-ideas which, planted · t e mind by thoughtful 
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and purposeful repc ition, bear rich fruit in mental and 
spiritual unfoldment. 

1HE PAITERN ON THE TRESTLEBO 

1 his is truth about the Self: 

0. All the power that (:vcr wa or will be is here now. 
I . I am a center of expression for the Primal Will-to~Good which 

eternally cT ates and sust ins the tmlverse. 
2. Through me its unfailing Wi:ldom tak ·s form in tbougbt and 

word. 
3. Fined with Und ·rstanding of its perfect .l.aw, I am guided, mo· 

m nt by moment, along the path of liberation. 
4. rom the exh ustless rich of it 'witless Substance I draw 

all thi.ngs needful, both spiritual nd m terial. ' 
5. I .recognize the manifestation of the undeviating Justice in all 

tb circumstances of my li.fe. 
6. In all things, great and small, I ee tb cauty of the divine 

expression. 
7. Living .&om th tWill, supported by its unfailing Wi dom and 

Under tanding, mine is the Victorious Life. 
8. I look forward with confidence to the perfect realization of the 

BtcrnaJ SpJendor of the Limit! ight. 
9. In thought and word and dee.d, I rest my life, from day to day, 

upon th sure Foundation of Eternal Being. 
10. he Kingdom of Spirit i mb died in my Be h. 

IS 
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CONSTRUCTION OF THE TAROF 

n 11. TAROT is a book, disguised as a pack of cards. Fifty-six 
of its seventy-eight pages are called minm trumps. These 
are divi · ed into fom suits1 distinguished by emblems "ke 
those on Spanish or Mexican playing-cards. he names of 
the suits are: Scepters or Wands; Cupsi Swords; Coins or 
Pentacles. In , be seventeenth cen·tury, French card-makers 
altered these, the original suit-emb ems, to the Clubs, 
Hearts, Spades and Diamonds familiar to everybody. 

Basically, the suits r·epresent ·he four wodds, or planes, 
mentioned in Chapter l The wands jclubsl correspond to 
the .archetypal world, to the element of fue, and to I in 
IHVH. The ·cups jhea.rtsl correspond to the cr~eative wodd, 
tot e element of water, and to· the first H in. IHVH. The 
swords (spadesl correspond to the formative world, to the 
e ·ement of air, and to the V in ll-IVH. The coins 01 penta
cle!~ f diamonds I correspond t<l th rna terial wor d, to tbe 
element of earth, and to the seco d H iniHVH. 

In each suit are ten minor tru.mps, numbered consec
utiv:ely from. Ace to Thn. Thus the meaning of any num
bered c.ard in the min.or trumps may be determined by 
·combining the meanings of its number w· h the charac
teristics o£ the world repr·esen ted by its suit. All the Twos~ 
for example, suggest. duplication, alternation and the like, 
mcll , very one of hem has some r·ela t' on o th idea of 
Wisdom. So· with th other numbet·ed cru:rls. 

Besides the number·ed cards, every suit of minor trumps 
contains four oour cards~ in tead of the three found in 
modem packs of playing-cards. They are: 
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KING, symbol o Spirit, the essential Sr.::lf iD. man; 
QlliEN, symbo- o . Soul, the inner "pattern" p~art of a particular 

human personalityi 
KN1CiHT1 ymhol of tbat particular focus of en rgie.s, and of be p r

s.onal en e of elfbo d, whicb cons itute the Ego seated in the 
be.art of a particular human personality; 

PAGE, symbol of body, the personal vehicle of a particular human 
being. 

The King of Wands is the idea. of Spiri t 1 the Queen of 
Wands the idea of Soul, the Knight of Wands the idea of 
p rsonal energies, ;md the idea of wbat may be called 
''Egoity/' the Page of Wands the idea of body. Similarly the 
courtcards of Cups symbolize the patterns ol Spir' t, Soul, 
personal ene gies and body; those of Swords stand for the 
processes requisite to t 1e manif-estation of Spirit., Soul, 
personal energies and body; those of Coin o Pentacles 
represent the actualized manifestation of Spirit1• Soul, per
sonal energies and body in a particular hum.an being. 

The more important part ·of the Tarot, with which this 
book is mainly concerned, consists of twenty-two cards, 
called major trumps. Thes ar pictur s, numbered con
secutively from ZeTO to Twenty-one. Every major trump 
has a. special title, which affords an important cl ' to its 
meaning. In addition,. ever-y ma:ior trump correS))Onds to 
one of the twenty-two letters of tbe Hebrew alphabet. 

Thi ~alphabet differs hom others in tha every letter has 
a nam . Th se twenty-two leuer~names are eb ·ew 
nouns1 and every one of hem designa·tes some familiatr 
na ural object. They follow one another in logical se~ 

quence, bringing to the mind1s eye a se · es O·f pictures. 
These pictures call up in every human mind, irrespective 
of race, certain basic associations of ideas. Hence1 in 
st dying any mai0•1 trump oi the Tarot, we begin with the 
mental image called up· y the name of the Hebrew letter 
to which it corresponds. 

In <},ddition to the cues afforded by tbe numbers and 
titles of the major trumps, o Keys, and by be asso iations 

17 



The Tarot 

of · deas suggested by the letter-names, w find others 
deriv·ed from certain traditional occult interpretations of 
the Hebrew letters. These are g'ven in an ancie t volume 
of Qabalist' c wisdom. he name of this book is he Sepher 
Yetzirah, or Book of Formation . From it are taken all 
occult attributions of the Hebrew alphabe given herein~ 
wi h the exception of the attributions o£ the sun, moon 
and planets to the s·even letters technically known as 
1'doub est b cause tsacb of them has a ha: d and a s ft 
pronuncia dou. _ 

In all ancient copies of The Book of Formation, the 
p anetary attributions to th double e ters are purpo ely 
m ·. ed, in order to mislead uninitiated readers into whose 
hands the book might fill. he c rrect attributions were 
re erved for mouth-to-ear instruc ion. When the first edi
tion of this book WM published in 19271 these attributions 
had never appeared in print outside th writings of the 
Jl'I'esent author1 exo pt in one article published iu Tbe 
Occult Review for March, 1910, and in certain other 
publications more or less direc ly inspired by the autho of 
that article. He received h's knowledge om an occult 
society, under seal ·Of secrecy which be violated by his 
publications of the true corres . ondences. He has bee 
followed by other members of the same ociety1 who offer 
the excus at bad management in the society itself 
t l'eatened the loss of its knowled e. Wh ther this be a 
valid excuse fo breaking a solemn obligation, the reader 
must iudge for h'mseH; but 't 's only £air to add that the 
society in question rests under grave sus.p · c ·on of having 
a·cted with considerably less than good faith in imposing 
obligations to keep secret 1 wledg which was by :oo 

ea sit exclusive possession, and t custody of wh ·chit 
had

1 
to say the least1 a most d bious title. The present 

writer worked out the attribution of the plan.ets to the 
d u le letters from bin s given in The Bool of Forma 'on, 
and from the T3rot itseli, in the year 19 7. Hi knowledge 
of the attribu ions was therefor,e in the nature of a 
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recovery1 and he vio.lates n , obligation in making it public. 
Instead of tabulating all the letter and the' eanings 

together; this book will give a separa e explanation of 
every letter in connection with the major trump to which 
i con:esponds. be vari us meaumg and at 'butions 
should be read, digested and elaborated by every student 
who seeks to arrive at the de per significanc of Tar t. 

In the :first ed'tion of my book, entitled Introduction to 
rhe Study of the Tarot, the descriptions of the symbolism 
were based on the Taro known as the .,Rider pack}' drawn 
by Miss Pamela Coleman Smith under the superv's'on of 
Dr. Arthur Edward Waite. Dr. Waite ad access o many 

ccult manuscripts relating o Taro . In some of his lat r 
writings he end avored to throw dust in the ey of the 
unin.itiat d by pretending to believe that the attri ution o 
the cards t the letters expo ed by the r :v la · ons b fore
mentioned was not the true arrangement. Yet his own 
rectifications of the symbolism and numbering of earlier 
exoteric versions of this picture book of Age ess Wisdom 
are sufficient evidence that he understood and accepted 
he validity of his attribution. 

For example1 in accordance with an old e oteric tradi~ 

tion, he transp ed the numbering of the cards named 
trengt . and Justice. Exo ric edi ions of Taro , current in 
taly an Franc subsequent to the eighteenth century, 

gave the number U to S ength, and 8 to Justice. In the 
R'der pack hese numbe s w e reversed1 as hey are in 
Tarot packs belonging to certain occult scho ] . 

The reason for this is tha: w ha teve card is u umbered 8 
represents the zod'acal sign Leo, and the p'cture entitled 
Strength shows a womllll taming a red lion. Similarly, 
what ver card is number 11 corresponds to the sign ibra, 
and e p · cture en itled Jus ice s ows a woman, carrying 
the scales (Libra). Furthermore, a great many details in the 
tw nty-two major trumps of the Rid r pack de end for 
their meanin on thi ame attri ut ion of the major 
trumps to be Hebrew etters. These wez: pointed ou in 
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the first edition of Introduction to the Study of the Tarot. 
m the present work, the tweuty-two illustrations are 

reproductions of the Tarot Keys used hy the Buildeu of the 
Adyn:um. TI1ey were drawn by Jessie Bums Parke, of 
Eoston1 under the supeiVisiou of the pres.e11t wri er. This 
was felt to be necessary for two reas,ons: 1. the obscuration 
of certain details in the symoolism1 so that captious 
critics might find reason for doubting the interpretations; 
2. the alteration of other Keys, so as to make them expre s
sions of Dr. Waite's personal ideas, ratber than conect 
statements of their original meaning. 

The twelve flaming fruit on the tree behind the male 
figure in Key 61 The Lovers, is an exam pte of the o bscu:ra
tion just mentioned. In the Rider pack it is y no means 
dear that every one oftbeseis .a triple 8.ame. Another such 
detail is the ubstitu.tiou, · Key 14, of iris flowers for the 
rainbow which, in our version, as in the esoteric ver:ions 
as yet tm pu blished1 is placed over the head of the angel. To 
be sure, one who is sufficiently familiar with mythology 
might see .a relafon between the flowers and the rainb w 
goddess Irisi but th re can b no question as to the mean
ing of the bow itself. 

Keys 4, 13 and 19 of the Rider pack afford e:x:a.mp,les of 
marked depanur,e from the traditional Tarot symbolism. 
Th·s will be evident to anybody who has opportunity to 
oompar the Rider Keys with the crude exoteric designs 
reproduced in Papus' book The Tarot of the Bohel11iarl&, or 
w ' th those published in the same book afte designs made 
by Oswald Wirth. 

Mis Parke~ unfortunately, adhered rather too closely to 
the tricks of style used by Miss Smith when the atter 
diew the Rider pack. Jn spite of this, sbe succeeded ad
mirably in executing a set of Tarot Keys which are explicit 
in the details of their symbolism. There are no jjbhnds'' in 
this v l"Sion, and every symbol is intended o mean just 
what it is said to sibi'Jli.fy in the explanations given in the 
following cb.a.pters. 
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The attr"bution of he major trumps to the Hebrew 
alphabet is the crux in Tarot study. Eliphas Levi. knew it, 
but could not give it, because he received it &om a secret 
order. He did, however, announce the fact that the major 
trumps correspond to the Hebrew lett:ers1 and then pm~ 
ceeded to give m a.tt:ri bu tion so patently .absurd that one 
wonde show it: ever gained credence. 

The absurdity consists in putting the pictme numbered 
Zero between thos~ numbered TWenty and 1\veoty-one. 
Yet even this affords a clue to the conect arrangem ent. 
Eliphas Levi evidently chose this position for the Zero Key 
because the latter was thereby assigned to the only 
Hebrew letter (besides the o,ue to which it rightly belo· gs)' 
which is a symbol of Spirit. 

The letter Shin, next to the last in tbe Hebiew alphabet~ 
ha the value 300j and 300 is the n eratio of he 
Hebrew words RVCh ALHI1\Il, Ruach Elohim. The English 
of these words is Life-Breath of the gods, or Spirit of God. 
Hence Qa.balists caB Shin the •Holy Lette1/' ecause its 
numbez is the number of the name of the Divine Spirit. By 
ass"gning the Zero Key to this lette1, Levi appriz.ed his 
readers that the Tarot Fool is a symbol of the Holy Spirit. 

There is, howeve~, another letter in the alpha bet w hlch 
is also a symbol of Spirit, or Life-Breath, and thits is Aleph, 
the first of the series. By attributing the Zero trnn:1p to 
Aleph we put it in it:s correct place1. and then the other 
Tarot Keys are brought at once in o correct elation to the 
letters whose o!::cuh meanings they symbolize. 

It is, of course, obvious that in :a series of numbered p · c
tures including Zero and ending with 1Wenty-one1• the 
logicali. place for Zero is at the beginning of the series. Zero 
is the mathematical symbol fm the No.:J'hing which we 
are obliged to think o£ as subsistmg before the manifesta
tion of the relative Unity or Beginning represented by 1. 

Again, the1re is a. graceful allegory in the intmduction to 
the Zohar, that classic of Qabalism, which tells how all 
the letters, beginning with Tav, and working backward 
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thr ugh the alphabet, came before the Lord to prefer their 
clai s to e· g accepted as them ans whereby He would 
begin His creation. One by one ey were re}ec ed, until 
the letter Beth was chosen, because, being the initial letter 
of the Heb· ew word signifying uBlessing/' it was truly 
representative of the beneficent character of the whole 
creation. This same letter Beth is the first letter in the 
Hebrew text of Genesis. 

Beth having been accepted, after the rejlectio·n O•t an the 
letters following it in the alphabetical series, there re
mained the letter A eph. So he Lord promised Aleph that, 
as a reward for modesty, · t should be forev.er the fust of all 
the letters, and the special symbol of tbe Divine Spiri . 

Here we have additional eason fo the at ribu ion of the 
Key numbered 1, that is, The Magician, to the letter which 
has 2 for its numeral value. The ubsisting Spirit, self-
ustained before the beginniDg of manifestat ·on, is No

Thing or Zero. So also is the sound of the letter Aleph an 
unaspirated breath, or simpl out-breathing. The letter 
Beth, on the c. ntrary, i a true consonan , and, even in 

nglish, is the initial of the verb "begin." Aleph and Zero 
bob symbolize the formless Spirit. Beth and ne oth 
stand for the fir t step in tbe e ies of creative activi ies. 

Dr. Waite, Manly P. Hall, and some others have objected 
that this ariangement makes the numbers of the Keys and 
the numbers of the letters conflict. The answer to his is 
that the numbers printed on the Keys have one purpo e, 
while those assigned to the lettei"s have another. 

The values of the Hebrew •etters are used! to determine 
the num rations of words. The numbers printed on the 
Tarot Keys de ermine he order of the pictures in the 
series. What is more, the letter~values o£ the ebrew 
alphabet at·e not serial From Aleph to Tetb they are the 
digit from l through 9; from Yod to Thaddi they are 
eckoned by ens, from 10 through 90, and from Qopb to 

Tav by hundreds, from 100 through 4 0. 
bus the same objecfo , were · at all valid, would 
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apply to Levi's attribution, which assigned Key 1 to Aleph, 
Key 2 to Beth, and so on. This seems plausible, on the sur
face, because the series of eys from 1 to 9 then cor
responds by number to the digit values of the let ers from 
Aleph to 'R:th. Key 10, were this arrangement correct, 
would correspond also to Yod, which has 10 for its value. 
But Key 1 will then be assigned to a letter numbered 20, 
Key 13 to a letter numbe1ed 40, and so on. Then, at th end 
of the series, Key 0 is assigned by Levi to a letter numbered 
300, while Key 21 is attributed to a letta numbered 400. 

inally; il we use the arrangement given hereafter, the 
symbo son he pictures do agree, without question, to the 
occult m anings of the lc ters to which they are assigned. 
Those m anings do not have to be read into the pictures. 
Eac sy bol may be tested by comparison with the re
searches of the best authorif es, from the most ancient 
writers down to th present. These are universal signs, and 

cir fundame tal significance is the same the world over, 
in all periods of history, in all forms of religion, in all 
varieties of philosophy. They are, in act, drawn £r m t at 
to k of · age , common to all men everywhere, stored in 

what r. Carl Jung calls the "collective unconscious." 
These pictorial images are those we weave · to drea s. 

T ey are the symbols of poets, dramatists and novelists, as 
well as the substance of the visions of seers and prophets.. 
Thinking in pictures is the fundamental activity o£ the 

uma · mind. We see before we say. Words are bu labels 
for man's visual imagery. 

Th s the Ieuers of the Hebrew alphabet1, because they 
are ouns, are a.ctruilly twenty-two labels for mental pic
tures .. Prom the same stock of pic:tures1 by association, a11 

'rawn the occult attributions o- the ·letters1 and the sym~ 

b Is o.f the Tarot Keys. Th make this clear, and to establish 
the correctness of this long-hidden attribu ion of the 
major trumps to the letters, is one of the main purposes o 
this book 

This attribution is as follows: 
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0_ The Fool, Alepb. 
l. l'he Magician, Beth. 
2. The Higb Priestc.ss1 Gimd _ 
3. The Bmpre5S, Da]eth. 
4. The Bmpcror, Heh. 
5. The Hierophant, Va.v. 
6. The Lovers, Zam. 
7. The Char.i.ot, Chcth . 
8. Strength, Teth. 
9. The Hermit, Yod. 

10. Tbe Wheel of Fortune, Kaph. 

11. Justk~. Lamed. 
12. 1'he Hanged Man., Mem. 
13. Death, Nun. 
14. Temperance, Smnek.h. 
15. The Devil, A yin. 
16. The lbwer, Peh. 
17. The Star, naddi _ 
18. The Moon, Qoph. 
I . The Sun, Resh. 
2~)'- Judgment, Shin. 
21. The World, Tav. 

In connection w"th the .(ollowing explanations, you will fi.nd it 
wdu1 IJo arrange the major trumps on a t.~ble, in the foHowing 
order; 

0 

1 7; 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 0 1 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

tn this ar:rrangcruem, the Zero Key is placed above th others to 
inilicate that h precedes he whole series, and is not really included 
in the sequence of numbcts. The pictures in the top row refer to 
p owe:rs or potencies j those in the middle row arc symbo 1 s of laws or 
agenc:i.csi tbo.!!e in the b ttom row represent conditions OJ effects. 
Thus Kc.:y l is the power wbicb works through the agency sym~ 

bo1ized by Key 8 to modlify the condit' ons or effects typiS.cd by Key 
15. Again, Key 2 stands for tbc potency OJ pr-inciple which operates 
thcough tbc a.gCilcy symbolized by Key · to modify the conditions 
represented by Key 16. And so on, rlrrough the series. 

Careful study of tbis tnblc.au wiU reveal certain harmonies of 
num her which are h l pful in geui:ng at the deeper meaning ol the 
Keys. Por c.xam.p1e, the middle card in any horizontal row is the 
arithmed~] mean term between three pair of Keys on either side 
of it. That is, Key 41 in the top row, is tbe aritbmet:i.cal mean b~::
tween Keys 1 and 7, 2 and 61 and 3 and 5. Similarly, Key ll, i11 the 
midd1e row, is tbc meati~ betwee Keys Sand 141 9 and 3, 10 and 
12. On the botlt.om row, Key 18 is the arithmetical mean between 
Keys 15 and 21, 16 and 20, and 17 and 19. 
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In l'ke manner1 every Key in he middle row is the 
arithmetical mean between the Key above it in the 
tableau, and the Key below. Thus 8 is the mean between 1 
and 151 9 the m,ean between 2 and 161 and so ou. 

In thits tableau, therefo:re, Key 11 stands as the mean 
be tween ten pairs of Keys. Th s are, 1 and 21, 2 and 201 3 
and 19, 4 and 8, 5 and 17, 6 and 16, 7 and 151 8 and 14, 9 
and 13, and 10 and 12. The members of these ten pairs 
stand in diametrically opposed positions in be tableau, 
and Key ll is at the center of the whole scheme, where it 
is obviously a symbo of the agency wh · ch effects balance, 
o equilib ation, among all the forces symbolized by ·the 
other Keys. 

Careful inspection of the twenty-two Keys, laid out in 
this, tableau, will reveal many other interesting and 
enlightening correspondences. It will also make clear the 
principle of antithesis utilized in designing the Keys. This 
principle may be observed a]so by comparing the letter
names of the Hebrew alphabet. It is applied consistently 
throughout the series, and conforms to fundamenu] laws 
of human thought. 

For instance, in the top row of Keys, a male figure1 the 
Magician, stands outdoors 1 in a garden. In Key 2, the cen
tral figure is a virgin priestess, sitting inside a temple. Key 
3, by contra t to' the virgin High Priestess, is a. pregnant 
woman, sitting in a garden. Key 4 is her consort, clad in 
armor, sitting on a height, with the river tha waters his 
wife's ga.rdeo far belo,w , Key 5 contrasts the power of the 
church,, designated in be exo eric title as the Pope, with 
the power of the State symbolized by the Emperor. Key 6 
is, in contrast to Key 5, an outdoor scene, :suggesting the 
untuto ed innocence of Adam and Eve in the garden. Key 
7 has in the background a city, and all the rest of the sym
bolism is made up of details having to do with a :rela:tiv·ely 
advanced stage of civilizafon. Beru: bis principle of anti
thesis in mind. As applied to Tarot:, it means that any 
Tarot Key is in direct contrast to the one which im-
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mediately precedes it in the series. 
To what, then is Key 0 a contrast? o what else but Key 

21, the last card? For the very word Tarot is an artificial 
word, made up of the letters of the Latin noun, Rota, writ
ten round a circle, as, indeed, you may see by inspecting 
Key 10. Start at the bottom of the wheel, with R, and go 
round the wheel, clockwise, and the four letters spell 
ROTA. B gin at the top, and follow round the wheel in the 
sa:m.e direction, and the four letters spell TARO. Go on 
fr m 0 to your starting-point, and you come toT again, 
am) so spell out TAROT. 

The Tarot, then, is a symbolic whc 1 of human life. We 
might, indeed, arrange these twenty-two pictures in a cir
cle, with the Keys equally spaced, like figures on a 
clockface. Then, when we had gone round the circle from 
0 to 21, we should, in completing the circuit, arrive at 0 
again. This is an important clue to some of the deeper 
meanings of Tarot. P nder it well, and from within you 
will come more light tban we could shed in pag after pa e 
of explanation. 
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IV 

KEY 0: THE PO L (ALEPH) 

Aleph is the Hebrew equivalent for tbe English A Its 
numeral val e · s . In Roman characters used fo 
trans!' terati.ng Hebrew words throughout this book, its 
name is ALP, meaning Bull or Ox. 

Thi is be · ved by many to establ' sh the time f the 
invention of the alphabet as being during the astr nomical 
period called the Taurean Age, when the bull was the god
symbol do · an ·n the leading religions of the world. 
Apis in Egypt, M:i.thra ong the Persians, Dionysos 
among the Greeks, all had the bull or ox as a symbol. 

Since oxen pulled the plow and threshed the grain in 
primitive husbandry, b sides pullillg th carts which car
ried the farmer's produce to market, they bee e t c sym
bols for the motive p wer in agriculture. Agriculture is the 
basic form of civilization, thus the o presents the p wer 
at work in all forms of human adaptation md ·odifica
tion of natural conditions. Oxen1 agrun, are symbols of 
w alth, as our own English adjecfv , pecuniary, derived 
from the atin pecus: cattle, clearly shows. Finally, ox n 
and bulls, the w rld ovc , represen creative energy, life
pow r, the vital principle of plants1 animals and men, 
which comes o us in physical form as the light and heat of 
the sun. 

The He ' rew name for this v· tal principl is Ruach 
(RV h). Its literal, basic meaning ·s "Breath." It is equiv
alent to English Spirit, Latin Spmtus, G1' ek Pneuma, and 
Sanskrit Frana. All these word mean air o br a h. They 
all designa e the aU-pervading cosmic energy which 
animates every living creature. This Ruach is pecilically 
attributt:d to the letter Aleph in the Qabalistic Book of 
Formation. 

2.9 



The Tazol 

Fiery or Scintillating Intelligence · s tbe mode of con
sciousness assigned to Aleph. Breath keeps a fire alight in 
our bodies. In both ld and New staments we are told: 
"The Lord our God is a consu.min • fire/' Th d Bne the 
pr:i.ru.al m de of the Lile-powe -the first aspect of the 
cosmic vital principle - is impossible. Yet wise men have 
ever agreed that it is like fire, and the most recent 
dis overies of modern physics demons rate t e fact that 
the "s methi.ng11 whereof all things are made is a radiant, 
fiery e11ergy. Occultism adds the thought that this energy 
is tbe working power of pure co 1sciousness, which plays 
upon d1at energy, is :inseparable from it, and directs al its 
manifestations from within. This idea of inherent direct· 
ing c nscio sness, combined with eunent scientific ex
planations of the electro-magnetic constitution of matter, 
gives precisely the conception which Qaha.lists convey by 
th term Scintillating ntelligence. 

In the col r-scale used by some Western schools of 
ccult science, the element of air and the fiery Life-Brea h 

are eprcsented by a clear, pale shade of yellow. Since the 
di c very of the planet Uranus, he higher octa.ve of Mer
cury, tbi planet has been attributed to Aleph, and is 
represented by the pale yellow tint ju t mentioned. ts 
tone vibration is E-natural. The planetary name U anus, it 
hould be noted, is the English .adap:ta ion of a Greek word 

meaning "sky.'' 
Furthermore, those who believe, with the present 

writer, that alllangua~ , and, in consequence, all accepted 
scientific nomenclature, is an evolutionary process having 
its origin in the Universal Mind, may reach the conclu
s'on that the noun uranium, deri.v.ed from Uranus, is by no 
means a chance designation for the chemical element 
whence are derived the thought-desi~;,'lled and man-made 
elements, neptunium and plutonium, hose terr:ble "sky
powers" wh~ ch appear, at present, t threaten the exter
mination of humanity in a frenzy of insane uicide. Yet 
these same powers might, if rightly applied, so change our 
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g obe that it would become a veritable Paradise. Ageless 
Wisdom, in spite of all appearaD.ces to the contrary, holds 
fast to the conviction tha the Directing Intelligence will 
so work · tself out in human thought that new, construc
tive uses for the "sky-power," going far beyond what most 
of us can now ·magine, will bring to fulfilment the ancient 
prom'se of a new heaven and a new earth, peopled by 
regenerated humanity. 

The Zero I ey elaborates the occult meanings of Aleph. 
Its number identifies it with the No-Thing whence all 
things proceed. The Qabalists called this Limitless Light. 
In connection with Aleph, we find this Light repr sented 
as the act ' ve princip,le of existence, prior to actual 
manifestation. The picture of the Fool, therefore, does not 
show this principle as it really is, because the Absolute 
transce ds finite co prehension. Yet the symb Is show it 
as it has revealed itself, in a measure, to the wise. 

The F ol is pictured as a youth, because wear obliged 
to think of the Abso ute in terms of our own experience. 
Th our minds the Life-Breath prese ·ts itsell · human 
form; but behind this personal seeming sages discern 
omething igher, typified in the picture by the whit sun. 

This higher something is an ·. pe ona] power, 
manifesting as the limitless energy radiated to the planets 
of world-systems withou num cr, streaming to them 
from their respecti v suns. 

In manifest~tion, this energy is temporarily limited by 
living organ' sms. Of these, the primary class is the 
vegetable kingdom, represented by the green wreath 
which binds the Fool's fair hair. The hail itself is yellow, 
symbolizing the adiant energy of the Life-Breath. The 
highei class of organisms is the animal kingdom, evolved 
from he vegetable world, and represented here by the red 
f ather rising from the wreath. This feather is also a sym
bol of aspiration and of truth. The colors of wreath and 
fcath~r, green and red, are complementary, as are the 
kingdom they symbolize. 
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The cosmic Life-Breath · s forever young, fm:ever in the 
morning ol its power, forever on he verge of the abyss of 
mani estation. It its neither male nor female, hence this 
gay young traveler's figure m·ght be either a, la.d, or a girl 
disguised, like Rosalind. Actually it is the Heavenly 
Androgyne. 

Always it faces Wiknown possibilitie of self-expres
sionj trans ccnding any height it may have reached at a 
given time. On this account the sun behind the traveler is 
at an angle of forty-five degrees in the eastem heaven, as 
Swedenborg says the ceiestial sun remains forever in the 
spiritual world. The spiritual sun never reaches the 
zenith, for from the z·enith it would have to descend, and 
the idea hete intended is that infinite energy never can 
reach a point ·n manifestation whence it must begin to 
decrease in power. On this account, too, the Fool aces 
North-West1 toward a direction which, for Masonic and 
other occult :reasons, has for milleniums been symbolic of 
the unknown, and of the state just prior to the initi· tion of 
a creative pr-ocess. 

The traveler's eager gaze is fixed apturously on a distant 
hdght, beyond and above him. He ·s That which was, and 
is, and shall be- the deathless, fadeless life-principle, sub
sisting eternally behind all modes ol existence. 

His inner rob ·s dazzling w ite, representing the light 
of per ect wisdom. Dimly traced, in the folds at the neck 
of this white garment ate the Hebrew chara.ctcts of the 
Divine Name, IHVH1 Jehovah. This name, according to 
Qabalists, is represented by the three parts of the Hebrew 
character for the letter Alepb. 

The white undergarment · s a most wholly coucealed by 
the black coat of ignorance, lined with the red of passiou, 
fuer an.dmateiial force. This outer garment is embm:dered 
with what seems to be a floral decoration, but the unit of 
design, repeated ten times, is a yel1ow wheel, containing 
eight red spokes. Around this wheel are seven green 
trefoils. 
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The yellow color of the wheel represents air or breath. 
The eight red spokes combine the number 8, Sjmbol of 
rhythm, with the color red, and refer to the rhythmic 
action of the fiery activity which sets the Life-Breath into 
wbi.diug, wheeling motion. The seven trefoils are green, 
color of organic life in the vegetable kingdom, and par
ticular color of the planet Venus in color-symbolism. Each 
trefoil represents one of the r•seven Spirits of God/' and 
one of the seven great j•rays' ' of the tmiversal creative 
en rgy. They are trefoils because every one of these seven 
force-rays has a triple express· on: ~a~ integrating, 
fb) equilibrating, {cl disintegrating. 

There are ten repetitions of this unit of design, to refer to 
the ancient doctrine that all manifestation is in ten 
aspects or phase · ....!•ten ineffable nun1eutions, ten and no,t 
nine, ten and not eleven,'' as The Book of Formation says. 
In one of these wheels, near the bottom of the Fool's coat, 
is placed the Hebrew character for the letter Shin. This 
refers to the connect· on between the letters Aleph and 
Shin, which are both alphabetical symbols of the fiery 
Life-Breatb1 or Holy Spirit. 

In adclition to these ten wheels, there ·s on the ight 
breast of the Fool a. yellow circle enclosing a triple flame of 
red. This Iepresents the state of the Life-Breath prior to 

anliestafon, when th~ un"versal energy (yellow diskL 
although it has the triple potency of expression (the triple 
flamej within itself, has not yet org:miz·ed tbat potency 
into t.he rhythmic, whirling motion which is he basis of 
all modes of expression. 

On the Fool's l,eft shoulder is a golden eight-pointed star. 
Close to it is a silver lunar cr·escent. These are he Sun and 
Moon, or gold and silver, of the alchemists. They refer also 
to Surya, the bot~ electric1 solar current of P:rana. described 
in books on Yoga., and to R.:lyi, the coot magnetic, lunar 
cllfi'ent of the same Prana. Fundamentally, these aze two 
mod s of the One Life-Brea.th. Their activity is both 
universal and pelSonal. In humanity they are active in the 
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nerve currents of he pbys.cal body. 
The black wand over the Fool's ight shoulde is a 

measuring tool. t suppor s a wallet, having a flap sewn 
with ten stitches. The lock of tbi ap ·sin the f rm of an 
eye. On c wallet, below t e :B.ap, is a p·c urc of an eag . 

he wand is a symbol of will, of which atten ion, the 
wand itself, is the essence, and to which mem · y, the 
w· ' le , is closely linked. The wallet contains th s mmed
up experience of prcv·ous manifestations, because, at the 
b ginning of ev·ery new cycle of self-expression, the Life
power carr'cs with ' t the essence of all ·ts experiences in 
former cycles. 

The lock of this wallet is in the form of an eye, which 
stand {or the All- eeing Eye of Fr.eemas n:ty1 and for the 
Eye of orus, · Egyptian symboli m. It suggests, also, 
that through the dev· lopm n of a higher type of vis· on we 
may gain acce s t the trea ure of stored-up experience in 
the universal memory. The en stitches on the Bap have 
the arne meaning as the en w eel on the ool's coat, 
and refer to the ten types of vision1 or higher p rccption, 
d vel ped by occult practice. 

Tbe eagle on e wal · et efers to the zodiacal ign 
Scorpio. Thus it intima cs that the wand and wallet 
together may be understood to be phallic emblems, refer
rin.g to tbe natural process whereby the a.ccumul.ated 
experience of the Life-power is passed on from cycle to cy
cle, through an endless hain of living organisms. In 
occultism, moreover1 the awakening of the hjgher vision 
symbolized by ,he eye on the B.ap of the wallet is brought 
about by practic s which .r direct and s blimate th 
bodily for,ces :re ated astro ogically t the sign Sco·rpi . 

The rose in the Fool's left hand is white, to indicate 
freedom from he low(!r forms of desire an pass· on, and 
also to how that it r·efers to the spiritual prototype of 
desire. It i a cultivated flower, showing (as do other details 
of the ool's vesture and equipmen ) that he has com 
from a previous scene of cultural activity, from a plain 
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som where behind him on his journey. For, as corres
p nding to Aleph, the Fool ymb lizes cultural activit"e . 

A the waist, the robe is enc · cled by a girdle having 
· welve cir·cular ornaments, of which seven are visi le. It 
tefers to the twelve signs of the zodiac, through whic a e 
expressed the powers of · he seven heavenly bodies known 
to the ancients. Thu.s the girdle typifies Time, and jnce 
the elt must be removed in o:rder to take off he back 
coat, here is a pain intimation that to rid ourselves of ig
norance md passion we must overcome the illusion of 

ime, which is, as Kant long a.go proved, purely a ere t 'oo 
of th human intellect. A practical occult' st learns to 
replace T e by ' temity, and practices daily to accustom 
himself to leading th timeless life. 

-e citrine or o ive of the Fool's hose (the tint varie in 
various ver ions of Tarot) refers to the element of eart , 
and to the tenth numeration, r aspcc -of the Life~p wer, 
which Qabar s call the K'ngdom. His yellow shoes refer 
to the element of air, w ich is the vehicle of the 
Life-power. 

The icy peaks in the distance show that the cold, 
ab tract principles of athematics are above and be
hind all the warm, colorftu, vital activities of cosmic 
manifestatio . 

he lit le white dog is a d scendan't of wolves and 
jack;ds. Thus he is a human adaptation, whereby 
somcth' g giv:en in a wild and da:ngeT u.s state by the 
unmodified processes of nature has be·en changed into a 
fri.en.d, helper and companion oE man. He a]so indicates 
the ruth that an ubbuman forms of the Life-pow rare 
elevated and improved by the advance of human c n~ 
sciousn ss. Finally; £or ymbo ic reasons going back w 
ancient gypt, he is a symbo of intellect, subordina e o 
sup rconsciousnes . 

The ool, then, symbolizes what r. Wai · e, · h ·, Key to 
tbe Tarot, call "the stat of he fir t emanation." He · s the 
primary aspect of universal consciousness, which we term 
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supe consciousness. He is the c smic Life-B:reath1 about 
to descend into the abyss of ma_nlfesta tion. 

Because be symbolizes the state of the Life-power just 
p:rior to the beginnirng of a cycl of s If-expression, he also 
represents inexperience. For until the Life-powet actuilly 
enters moo the particular activities of such a cycle,. it can 
have no real x-perLence of thos activities. It is because of 
this inexperienoe that the subtle wise men who invented 
Tarot called his Key uTbe fooL'' 

Another reason was th.at they were famil' ar with the 
ph"losophic truth that superconsciousness is abov·e 
reason, imagioa: ion, tbought, feeling, and aU other states 
of s 1£-.c,onscious.ness. The Myst:i.cal Theology of 
Dionyaius therefore satys of Gocl: •'He has neither imagi
nation :nor reason, nor does He la1ow anything as it is, nor 

oes anyth ·ng know Him as He is!' 
Apply these words to a man, and you. call him a fool 

Furthermore, the at empt to limit Divine Consciousness 
to personaHty, making God a big m.an, i mentally to 
create a foolish diviln.icy: JFina.Uy; the ti le of the Zero Key 
refers to tha ufoolishness of God which is wiser than 
men.'1 This mearu that although superoonsc:iousness has 
no actual experience oJ those Ia,cts and events wb' ch are 
the warp and woof of human knowledge, i s inh ren 
awueness of the principles of jt own nature far tran
scends the limits of hutnan wisdom. 
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KEY 1: THE MAGICIAN IBETHJ 

Beth (B, value 2)' means 'house." The first th'ng about a 
house is · ts loca.t ··on, de term· ned by urvey, an application 
of geometry. In its building1 architecture, geometry, adap
tation o·f materials1 and m:my oth r practical applica~ · ons 
o science are involved. Time wa when the whole art of 
building was called a: •1mysteey," and was under th direc
tion of th·e pri s s of Thoth-Nebo-Hermes-Mercury. 
House-buildio.g is pan f Hermetic science, and survivals 
of 1 h is idea. are preserved in the ituals of F£-eemasonry. 

Mercury is the astrological at ribu. ion to Beth. It 
represents both the planet and the .. god.1

' Understand by 
"god'' an asp ct of universal consciousn SS1 personified. 
The "gods" are the Elohlm of he Hebrew scriptures, 
wh rein it is written of man, 111 said, Ye are gods.~' 

1b Me cury or Hennes (H:~ amj the Egypt· ans attributed 
the"r forty- wo books of science, embracing astronomy~ 
a trolog1'1 arithmetic, geometry, med" cine, grammar1 

logic, rbe o1ic, music, m.a ic, and so on. Mercury or 
Hermes was the giCa magici n and transfonne , bearing 
the caduceus, or wand of miracles, which smv·ves o this 
day as a symbo o.f the healing a:rt. He was, neve:r heless1 

o ly 1 he mess·enger of a. d'vinity higher than IimseH
merely the uansm"tter1 not he orig"nato:r, the channe 
ra: her than the · ource. 

Astrologically, he Me· cury vi bra ion repre ents intel
lect. In the color~scale used · uougbout the e les ons it is 
yellow, the color assigned to Spiri and air, but a deepe 
tin , tha.:n that assigned to U anus, The musical tone is he 
same, E~natu:ral. 
Bc~th is on o the seven double letters1 so called because 

they have in Hebrew both a hard and a soft pronunciation. 
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To every double letter is assigned a pair of opposites. 'lb 
Beth and Mercury, becaus·e the letter and planet designate 
an a pect of consciowmes which destroys~ easi y as it 
creates, the pair assigned is Life and Death. 

In~.elligen.ce of TI"ansparency is the mode of con
sciousness. •'Jh.nspa.rency" means •'letting light shine 
through." Her·e we have the same idea of transmission that 
is sugg.es~Ded by Hennes as the ttansm · tter of the messages 
of the higher divinity: Clearly the mode of ·consciousness 
caned trmsparent must be one which affords a free chan
nel of communication, wbich perm'ts the free passage 
downward and outward ol the superconscious Light which 
is above and within. 

Abov:e is the direction assigned to Beth, because the 
mode o£ consciousness corresponding to the letta is the 
superior term of human personal consc·o sness. As 
Hennes was herald of the gods, directing th'e soul (accord
ing co Egyptian mythologyl through the mysteries of the 
underworld, or nights'de of nature, so is th·s superior 
phase of human personal consciousness the initiator, and 
the wnductOI of human personality through the mazes of 
life. It ·s the number ONE consciousness, the Ego~con
sciousness, the HI am 1/' which is sometimes called '•objecD 
t:ive mind"; but, becaus it is first of all consciousness of 
the indwelli.n.g presence of the superconscious Self1 we 
prder to term i.t self~consciousness. It is the Onlooker,. the 
directo·r1 the superior personaJ mode of universal. Con
scious Energy. It is your everyday waking consciousness. 

The Magi.dan is the correct title of Key 1, used in all verD 
sio:ns of Tuot belonging to occult fraternities, though i is 
sometimes debased intO The fugglet in exot:eric p.acks. 
Magic is simply the ancient name for science, pa~ticularly 
for Herm tic science. 

The true magic presides ovet hou.se-building b eca use it 
shows u.s bow to erect actual bou.ses so as to take adva:n
tage of occult propen· es of he earth-cunents of magnetic 
vibration. The higher phases of magic, moreover, have to 
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do with th building of the "house~~" of personality,. with 
the rearing of the Temple of Spir '., the "house not made 
with hands1 eterna ' in the heavens." 

The Magic of Ljght presides over life and death because 
it has to do with laws and principles whe1eby sell-con
scious states of mind initiate and determine subconscious 
reactions. These reactions make for life or for death, 
according to the patrems which self-oonsc·ousness for
mulates and passes down to the subconscious plane. 

Every true magician knows that all his practice has a 
mathemat" cal1 geometrical basis. By the aid of occult 
geometry he has traced nature to her concealed recesses. 
He uses geometrical formulae and diagrams in his prac
tical work. 
Finall~ though he knows himself to be above nature, he 

undetstands that his opcrat"ons succeed to the degree that 
his thought, word and action transmit faithfully the 
powers of the p ane a.bove him. The grea:£est magicians 
know themselves to be no more than channels for the Life
power, clear window-panes through which the light of 
wisdom within the house of pe1sonality stl'ea:ms forth 
into the objective world. 

The arbo1 of roses over the Magician1s hea.d corresponds 
to the letter-name, Beth,. because an arbor is the simplest 
typ c of sbel ter. Red roses, symbols O·f Venus, rep ese t the 
desire-natur~ . Here they uggest that the power which the 
Magician draws from above is modified or qualified by 
desire. This is true of all self-conscious activ· ty. Every 
moment of our waking consciousness is motivated and 
con.ditioned by some type of desire. 

The horizontal figure 8 O·ver the Magician's ead is he 
ancient occult number asc:tibed to Hermes, ~See explana
tion ol the number 8 in Chapter 2.) This horizontal 8 is 
abo a symbol of the Holy Spirit. It means dominion ou t e 
horizontal p]ane; that i , domini·on in material affairs, 
because one of the oldes symbols of matter is the 
horizontal line. 
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contrast to the Fool1s y llow locks, he black hall of 
the Ma ician signifies ignorance. Ye t · s ignorance is 
limited by owledge, for a. whit crown encircles the 
Magus' brow. It passes round hi forehead at th location of 
the brain areas particular y ac ive in self-conscious 
mentat'o . 

His uplihed right hand suggests p wer drawn from 
above. Th wand it holds aloft 's a double-ended phallic 
symboL It is phallic, because the ne:ry.e-force used to main
. ain the reproductive functions may be purified and 
ublimat d by certain magical procedures. The pu.rifica
ion is suggested by the whiteness of the wand. Its two 

points, exactly a ike in ~ nn1 remind us of the He metic 
axiom1 "That which is below i a · that which is above, and 
that which is above is as that which is below, f r the per
formance of the miracles f the 0 e T · g.'' They aJ o 
indicate subt y that e lower a.nifestations of the force 
here sym li.zed a.t: no destroyed nor atrophied in the 
process of purification and sub imat'on. Finally1 the tw 
p int refer to the duality £all magical op ra ions, which 
~e of two great classes - those leadin to the higher 
express·o f lif 1 and those resulting in death. 

The Magic' an's d wn-pointing left hand symbolizes 
direction of power to a plane below. It makes the gestur of 
concentration. Th pointing finger i that attributed to the 
plancl Jupite . Prow this finger1 palmists judge the degree 
f a client's powers of lea:de ·hi and direction. It is the 

executive and det nninat've finger. he gesture plainly 
conveys the notion that concentrafon is he ectet of the 
direction and contro of fo1ces b low the plane of self
consc · ous awareness. 

f the double gestur~e made by the Magician's bands Dr. 
Waite says: "This dual sign is known in very h · gh grade of 
th Instituted Mysterie . It bows the d scent of grace, vir~ 
tue and light, drawn from thing: a ve and d rived to 
thing below. The su gestion throug ou · s the efore the 
poss ssion and communicati n f the Powers and Gifts of 
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the pirit." 
·he Magic· an's white · e robe has the same 

significance as the white garment of the Fool. T e serpen 
girdle ignifies wi dom !serpent)' and eternity (biting his 
tail I. Dr. Wai · e say , '' ere · t indicate more especially the 

ernity of attainment in the spirit.'' The erpen is colored 
blue~green, b cause it is also a symbol of the serpent-force 
which is utilized m all magical practice. This force is 
relat d to the sign Scorpio, which, in om ,coloJ- cale1 is 
.associat, d with blue-gmen . 

The Magician's ed outer garment repr sents desire, pas
sion an : c 'vity. Its color i t a of t e pla ,et Mars, 
which astrology asso iates wi h act'on and initiative. 
This red robe has n binding girdle. It may be slipped on or 

ff, a the Magician's pleasure. Thi means that self
consciousness may enter into action, or abstain from it, 
according to circumstances. Thus this bit of symbolism is 
connected with the power f c oice, or f electi n, char
acteristic of self-consciousness. 

Th tabl b fore the Magician repres -nts the "field of 
attention" in modern p ychology. e w rd ''t~ble'' has 
also affinit'es in language with the word ''measurement," 
inasmuch as to classify and arrange is to tabulate. Note 
tbat the comer f the table bad to be squared, and that the 
cylindrical legs, which have cap1tals like Ionic co umns, 
req iF d the use of oomp. ss s, md, by th ir cap· tals, sug
ge t the Horde " o architecture. 

.,On the table in front of the Magic'an,n writes Dr. Waite, 
"are the imp ~ements of he our Taro. suits, signifying the 
element o.f natural life, which lie like counters b for· the 
adept, and he adapts tbem as he wills.11 As elements of 
natural life hey r er to fire ~wand L wa te (cup l, air 
jswordJ and earth (coin or pentacle!. They symbolize also 
the~ ur world , and corresp nd to the lett rs of lliVH. 

Th Magician' pr blem i to arrange them in proper 
order. fn eremonial magic, these implements are he 
staff, the cup of libati rns and divination, the magic sword, 
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and the pentacle or talisman. On the pentacle oue wr· e 
or engra ed words, numbers, geometr· ca. figures, and 
sigil.s. hese are determined by the nature of the magical 
operation to be effected by the powers they represent. In 
this instance, the sigil on the pentacle is the pentalpha, 
the five-pointed star, or Pentagram. Of this sign Eliphas 
Levi sa.ys: 

••The Pentagram expresses the mmd's domination over 
the elements; and it is by this sign tha~t we bind the 
demons of the air, the spirits of fire, the spectres of water, 
and the ghosts of earth. It is the star of the Mag·, the bunl
ing star of the Gnostic schools, the sign of intellectual 
omnipotence and autocracy. It is the symbol of the Word 
made Ples.b . . . The s·gn of the Pentagram is called also the 
sign of the Microcosm. Its complete comprehension is the 
key of the two worlds - it is absolute natural philosophy 
and natural sc · ence.'' 

Prom the foregoing quotation you may come to unde -
stand the nature of the work to which the Magician in 
Tarot is directing is powers. Be carefu] not to take the first 
sentence of the quotation too literally. There is a meaning 
behind the surface meaning. ind it yourself. 

In practical, every-day life, the implements of the Magi
cian are the four life~essentials: light jwandJ, water ~cupj 1 
air .(sword} and food (pentacle). The ·combination o£ hese 
life-essentials in proper order and proport · ons is th task 
of every practical occultist. 

Finally, the four implements correspond to four ancient 
esoteric admonition 1 which sum up the whole 1practical 
application of occult law. These admonitions a.re: (ll TO 
Wll,L (wa.ndh (2) TO KNOW (cupJ; {3) TO ARE jsword); 
t4) TO BE SIT..ENT !pentade}. The last, in some respects, 
is the most important. 11 0ccul" m.ea:ns "hidden:•· and one 
of the first duties of a practical occultist is the practice of 
silence. 

The Magiciao's garden is the ant"thes·s o the barren 
height w ereon s ands the Fool. The garden is feTtile and 
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productive. It is itself a symbol of the subcon cious plane 
of mental activity. From this teeming so· I co e forth the 
productions which give shape and form to the ideas of the 
Magician. He is shown as a gard ner, ]ike Adam, of whom 
an old lege11d ays tbat be was put into he arden o£ Eden 
to grow roses. 

Like Adam, self-consciousness is the namet of objects. 
Like Adam, peisonal self-consc·ousness is for ed by the 
power of the "Lord/' who is That which was, is and shall 
be. Like Adam, the personal self-consciousness is formed 
of the '•dust of the ground," because sell-consciousness is 
an aggregate of myriads of tiny sense-impressions (dustl 
originating in that cosmic operation of the Life-power 
which makes the environment of per onality, and is the 
true ground or basis of all self-consc · ous experience. 

"Be cath,'' wr' tes r. Waite, "are roses and lilies, the fios 
campi and lilium convallium, changed int garden 
flowers, to show the culture of aspiration." Red roses typify 
Venus and t e desire-natuie. White lilies represe t 
abstract thought, untinged by desire. The roses are 
developed from the five-petalled wild rose, and thus they 
symbolize the number S, which has for its geometrical 
correspondence the Pentagram. As symbols of desire, they 
represent that phase of subconscious response to self
conscious dUection which has to do with art, invention, 
and tbe adaptat'on of the principles of abstract truth to 
practical ends. Because all desires are related to sensation, 
thete are flve roses, correspoudiug to he CODVeDtionaJ nve 
senses. 

Lilies have six p tals, and in cross-section their flowers 
show the Hexa&rram, or six-pointed star, which is the sym
bol of the Macrocosm. Pure sc·ence concerns itself with 
the study of the powers of the Macrocosm, and with the 
laws of those powers. Because these laws and forces 
operate in the four worlds or planes mentioned in Chapter 
l, the number o£ lilies shown in the pictur is four. 

Thus all meanings of the letter Beth, the number 1, and 
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the symbols of the Magician refer to pow rs ,of th s,eu~ 

conscious phase of personal men tal activity. These poweiS 
ar directed primarily to the oontro of foices and things 
below tbe self~conscious ~eve.ll. The energy m:il" zed com s 
from above, l'Om superconsciousness. It is fixed and 
modified by acts of an ntion. Concentration is the grea 
secre of the magical an. nue concentraf on is perfec 
transparency, in which personality becomes, a fme, 
unob tructed chann: 1 for the passage downwa1:d and o,ut~ 

ward of the superconscious radiant energy. Herein is he 
seciet ,of true vo ition, and Bl' phas Levi teUs us1 -~All magic 
its in he wilL" 
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Gi:tnel, third 1etter of the Hebrew ~phabet, is a double 1 t
ter. Its name means .,camel." Because camels are used fo 
transportation, for carrying goods from one p ace to 
another, the letter-name suggests trave, communication, 
comme ce, and .like ideas. Because merchants and pil
grims use camels in malting journeys togdber, Gimel sug
gests as odation, combination, oexistence, partnership, 
and the like. Because a camel has means for carrying extra 
supplies of water, it symboliz·es mo"sture. Finally, the 
camel is the us hip of the d sert/' and its bumps look some
thing like a crescent. 

Gimel is represented in English by the letter 'jG," which 
h s also a h:n:d and a soft pronun · ation. Hard as in "g:ir .'' 
Soft as in uge anium!' The numeral 'Value of Gimel in 
Hebrew arithmetic, ;md in reckoning the numera.6on ol 
Hebrew words, is 3. 

The Moon i the celestial body assigned to Gime . First, 
because the Moon is a sate lite, accompanying th earth. 
Second, because the Moon waxes and wanes, just a.s a ca.ra
van is fir t seen as a tiny dust-cloud on the rim of the 
desert, then grows larger and largt::r until i stops awhile at 
some oasis city, and then grow sm.alle and smille as it 
joun1eys thence~ on its way to its next destination. Third, 
because the lunu crescent re embles th shape of a 
camel's humps, also because, as the camel is the 11ship of 
the desert," so is the MGon the 'jship of the skies." Finally, 
the astrological nature of the Moon is cold and mo'st. he 
moon 's the astrological symbol of personality, and of the 
memories carried from one incama.tiou to ano her by the 
su coos·cious mind. In our color-s al , he tint assigned 
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to the Moon is blue, corresponding to the musical to e 
sharp, or A-fiat. 
As a double letter, Gimel designates the pair of pp 

sites, Peace tllld Sr:rife. Fo , as in the world peace and war 
are maiuly dictated by the conditions of commerce, c,om
munication and transportation, so, in human pe:rs nality, 
adjustm nt or maladjustmen, are largely determined by 
the rcesponse ,of subconsciousness to the things and people 
with whom we are brought :irnto communication. 

Uniting Intelligence is tbe mode of consciousnes attti
bu ed to Gimel. As transportation (camel and cnavan) 
brings distant pla,ces nearr :og ther, and establ"shes com
munication be ween them, so d es subconsciousness, 
which ·s the connecting med"um betwee · u an person
alities, unit us to on another- gardless ofd"stance. Sub
con· ci usness i the agency of telepathic communication. 

Below 's t' e direction attributed to Giruel. That which 
is below is secondary, subordinate, depende t, de con
trol, su ject to command, o dient. All these 'deas are 
c early re ated to the idea of [jcamel," as an ob dient beast 
of bwden. Th y rela e · consciousnes to the su ordinate 
element of personal subconsciousness, at all t · mes 
amenable to control by su est ions which originate in the 
m ntal act'vi i s sym olized in ;arot by the Magician, 
who represents seH~consciousncss. 

The ft1 e, High Priestess, means lite illy "ch" ef f mi
nine elder,'' or pr'mary re·ceptive aspect of tibe Lile~power. 

In Hindu philosophy this is Prakriti, the precosmic root~ 
substance which is the substratum beneath all be objec
ti v planes of existe ce. Thus the Wi man in Key 2. is in one 
sens identical with he First Mother, or Firs Matter, of 
the alchemists, who often call this Prima Materia heir 
Virgin iaua. 

Diana is the goddess ,of the ere ·Cent M n. She is also 
th Great H cate of Gr e occult philo op y. Hecate, 
often confu ed in ancient mythology with Luna., was p~ 

posed to have all secret owers f nature at her command. 
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In fact, the High Priestess corresponds to all the -virgin 
godd sses of th ancient world- to Artemis, guaidian and 
he per o childbirth, to Maia, mo · er of erm s, to Bona 
Dea, who "out of modesty never 1 ft: her bower, or let 
herself be seen of men," and to ybel 1 whose sanctuaries 
were caves. r. Waite says "she is the piritual B ide and 
Mother, the daugh er of the stars ... the Queen of he bor
rowed light, b:u.t this is th Hght of alV' Thu she al o 
repre ent Eve1 before herun"on with Adam. 

Her number, 2, has been explained heretofore. As a sym
bol of duplication, reBection, copying, t:ranscrip6 n, 
repmduction, and so on, it relates definitely to memory, 
tbe basic funcf on of subconsciousness. The number 2 
also suggests the ideas of duplicity, decepf on, untruth, 
illusion, error and del sion. This is correct, becau e ub
c n ciousues r peats and elaborates the istaken results 
of faul y, super fie· al sel£-consc ·.ous observat' on. Being at 
all times uncritically amenable to suggestion, and at the 
same time the channel of tel pathic c.ommunication, sub-
c n ciousne ·s i the somce f m st oft e · of 
which cause our maladjustments. Something of this lies 
behind the Biblical allegory that Ev: as the mean of 
Adam' temptati n and falL 

In contrast to the Magician, who stands upright in a 
gard n, th High P ies e sis seated within th precincts of 
a temple. The wall of the building are blue, and so are tbe 
vestments of this virgin pr:estess. Blue, the colo assigned 
to the Moon, and to th element of water, represents the 
primary .oot-substance1 the cosm · c mind-stuff1 which i 
the element part· cular y attributed t:o the Creat"ve World. 
The High pJi, tt:ss herself is a symbol of this root
substance. 

The two pillars between which she sits are those of 
o omon and of Hermes. Opposite in color, bu alike in 

form, th y represent affirmation {whit pillar, b aring the 
letter od, ini · al of thew rd Jachin) and ne ation (black 
pillar, bearing the letter 1

· e , · 'falof he word Boaz). For 
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stt,ength (Boaz} is y~ooted in resistance or ine tia1• which is 
the negation of the act · vi ty which is the establishing prin
dple rJachinJ ·Of all things. The 'gh Priestess sits between 
the pillars1 because she is the eq · ibrating power between 
the ~·l'i S11 and the ••Not the initiative and the resistance, 
ihe light and tb.e darkness. 

Alike in form, close to each other, opposite in color, the 
pillars represent dnee laws of the associafon of ideas and 
of memory. We associate things similar1 tbings near 
together in space or time, things sharply contrasted. 

The bases o the pillars are ~cubes. Thus tb.ey repea e 
symbolism of the High Priestess' seat, which is a. cubic 
stone. This will 'be explained in a subsequent puagraph. 
The capitals of the pillars, bonowed h~m Egyptian archi
tt:cture, are in tbe iorm of lo us buds. They are buds, not 
opened flowers. In this detail they differ from be c.api tals 
in the Rider version of he High Prie t s s, but ollow tbe 
design of the as yet unpublished eso eric Tarot. The reason 
the capitals are buds is tha.t the High Priestess, as a symbol 
o , vil:ginity, is, in. som.e measure, a type of atent, or 
undeveloped, powers. In the state o sub onsciousness 
here symbolized, the forces of subconsciousness have no 
come m full bloom. 

The veil between the pillars hints that the High 
Priestess is virgo intac:t.a. lt ·sa phallic symbol ofvirgin"ty, 
but is embroidered with palms ~malel wd pomegranates 
I female I, as if to suggest the union of posi tive and negatiVt! 
forces. Subconsciousness is only potentially rep:mduc ·ve, 
in the aspect represented by Key 2. It is1 so to say, covered 
by a veil. On y when this ve·l is rent or penetrated by oon
centrated impulses originating at the self-conscious level 
may the creative activities of subconsciousness be re
leased and actualized. Compare the arrangement o the 
p,alms and pomegranates on the veil with he diagram of 
the Tree of Life at the nd of the book, and you will see 
that the position of the High Priestess corresponds to the 
path of Gimel, descending from Eether, the Crown, at the 
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top of tbe diat,rram1 to Tiphareth, Beauty, at the center. 
No e als-o · 'lat the number of Tipbmeth, 6, c~rrespo~nds to 
the six s"des of the cube whereon the High Pri.est~ess sits. 

The High P iestess wears a silver crown, eminding us 
that silver is the metal of the Moon. This crown shows, the 
crescents of tbe waxing and waning Moon, wit 1 her full 
orb between. It is the homed diadem of the Egyp ian Isis, 
another ,£ the feminine deit:ies personifying the root
matter o all things. 

She sits on a cubic stone, a symbol of sal , which crys al
lizes in perfect cubes, and a Ieminder of the saltnes ,of 
that mystical sea wlich is associated with the Virgin 
Mary .. Since the time of Pythagora , moreov~er, it has been 
t.aught openly that the cube ·s the regular so id represent-
ing '•eanh" or acrual1 - ater· al manifestation. 

Thus the High Priestess sits on a cube because the basis 
of all subconscious mental activity is what has actually 
occnr.red, whu actua ly exists. Th"s underlying Reality is 
what is designated in Hebrew by the name IHVH 
(JehowhL and to this word the ligwes equired to define 
the propo~rtions of a cube have special reference. Every 
cube ha.s 6 s·des, 8 points or comers, and 12 edges or boun
dary l"nes. The numbers required to, express a cube's 
peculia:r limitations being 61 8 and 12, tbeir sum is 26, and 
this is the sum of the values of the Hebrew letters Yod
Heh-Vav-Heh, or IHVH. What ac ually ~exists, what really 
is, what materialists md idealists alike misunderstand 
and misinterpret, is the 1eal presence of Tha, which was, 
is and shall be. This real presence is he basis of all sub
conscious activity. 

Th High P:riestess wears a blue~white obc, suggesting 
coldness and mois UJ'le, which are the astrological proper
f 'es of the Moon1 and the chAracteristics of thee e ent o 
water. The f{)lds of this ro e sho~w a shimmering rad·ance, 
like that of moonligh - on wate,, and, below the white 
pillal, this garment se ms to How out of the picture, like a 
stream. Ir symbolizes the '•stream o,f consciousness~~ 

53 



The Tarot 

familiar to students of psychology. In Tarot, the ro e of the 
High , ries ess is the source of the riv r and of the p ols 
which appear ins veral subsequent m.aj.or trumps. 

The scroll in the woman's lap is that of memory. In 
some versions of this 'K y it is a book, half-open. This is 
the record of past events, of all mental and physical states, 
indelibly impressed in subconsciousness. Subconscious
ness is both univeTsal and personal T us. the memory 
record includes he past events of race-history, the past 
events of the history of the planet, and th past ev~;;nts of 
this whole cycle of cosmic manifcstat" on. Hence the 
scroll is inscribed with the word 11TORA/' which i the 
phonetic equivalent of t ·e Hebrew 11Thrah," or ''Law." Yet 
this word is also rela. ed to the a tin R · 'A, from which, as 
explained in · hapter 31 the very name TAR: T is derived. 
Natural law is the co mic subconscious record of every 
event in the innumerable eye e and sub-cycles of the Life
power's self-expression. 

In the Rider pack, there is a yellow ·crescent at tbe feet of 
he High Priest ss. This 's ood lunar symbo ism, but it 

confuse the symbolic issues. This will be b tter und r
stood after you have read the explana ion of the Empress, 
in the next chapter. 

The solar cross of equal arms on the High Priestess' 
breast shows the union of positiv (upright) and negative 
{horizontal), male and female, active and passive, 
originating and dt plicating el,ement . It also foreshadows 
the completion ol the entire cycle represented by the 
twenty,t:wo Tarot Keys, because this cr·oss of equal arms is 
the original form of the Hebrew lett r Tav, he fina letter 
of the Hebrew alphabet. Again, this ame cross stands fo 
Hecate, wh , among other things, was pat:r ness of all 
eros -roads, according to Greek mythology. F"nally, the 
arms of the cross are related t the numb r 4, or square f 
2, as are the uare ides of the cube. 
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KEY 3:. TilE EMPRESS IDALETH) 

Daleth I , value 4) originally signified the leaf of a door
that which admits or bars; but it also symbolizes that 
through which something passes. On this account some 
writers say Daleth repres·en s the womb, as the door of li e. 

T 1e door ·tself,. then, suggests defense, prot.ec ion, 
preservat" on, safe-keeping, conservation, and related 
ideas. This is a clue to the mode of con c·ousness repre
sented by Daleth. We shall :lind that this mode of con
sciousness has to do with p rsonal safety, with self
preservation, with defense against trouble and disease, 
and with the storage, onserva tion and development of al 
that is useful tow. 

The idea of p·assagc su.gg.ested by be doorway brings to 
mind both ingr ss and egress, motion int.o and motion out 
from. It also suggests transmission, diffusion, dissemina
tion, sepuat: on (as when one thinks of a door as the 
means of leaving a housel~ and so division, a.pportion
ment1 partition, admini t:ta.tion. All these ideas are 
definitely connected with he mode o· consciousness 
represemed by Daleth. 

Observe, al so, how the principle o.f antithesis already 
mentioned applies to· the s quence ·of · eb ew letters, as 
well a o the Tarot Key . Aleph ·sa soft, open breathing, 
barely vocaliz~d, and the letter-name i associated with 
the nomad"c lile o.f herdsmen, following their ca de 
wherever pasturage is good .. By contrast, Beth, the bouse, 
implies a certain definiteness and fixity of location~ and 
thl! sm:md of 11B" is a sharply vocalized consonant, expel
lin~ the b :eath through the pursed lips. Gimcl, the third 
letter of the alphabet, :i.s gu tural in its hard pronunciation, 
and dental in '.ts soft u terance. The camel, moreover, is in 
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contrast to Beth, the house, because of the ideas of com
meTce, travel and communication witb di tant places. 
Now, when we consider aleth, the door, we are brought 
back to the house again, so that th letter has in it some
what of the root-significance of Beth. Yet it al o partakes 
in a measure of ideas suggested by Gimel, since b th 
departure and return are suggested by a doorway. 

Venus is the planetary attribution to alet 1. She cor
responds to the cow-headed Egyptian goddess Hathor 
(whose name, in s~me old Latin manuscr"pts, ·s occa
sionally spelled ATOR) . Venus pr,esides ver child-birth, is 
a mother-goddess, and patroness of love, beauty and art. 
Astrologers say Venus rules the sense of touch, and has 
much influence o the di position, especially on the 
desire-nature. In our color-scale, Venus is green, co -
responding to the tone F-sharp or G-flat. 

Wisdom and Folly are assigned by Qabalists to Daleth. 
TI1e mode of consciousness assigned to Daleth is sub
consciousness, and subconscious esponse to s 1£
,consc · ous interpretation and suggestion det'e mines 
whether our ideas (mental offspring) ar wise or foolis . 
The occult meanings of aleth · dicate clearly that this 
letter corresponds to subconsciousness. The latter has n 
power of inductive reasoning, but its power of deducti n i 
practically pc ect. 

Now, the very word "deduction" means 111eading away 
from," and deductive r,easoning is separa ive, becau e it 
splits up an original premi e into an ind fln1 e numbe of 
p,articular consequences •Or applications. Whether the 
conclusions so reached shall be wise or foolish depends 
entirely on the soundness of the initial premise. The latter 
is formulated by self-conscious observation and inductive 
reasoning. If the premise be accurate and profound, th 
subconscious subdivisions and elaboration of the initial 
eed-thought wil be on the side of wisdom. I£ e pre i e 

be inexact and superfic'al1 the subconscious develop
men s will be on the side of folly. 
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East. the direction a signed to Daleth1 is the doorway 
through which th un enters the world at the beginning 
of a day. It is the place of the birth of light. Similarly, sub
consciousness is the womb of those id as which enligh en 
the world. I Hebrew, the noun for East is AVR (pr -
nounccd "our"l, and the word for Light has the same spell
ing, and practically the same pronunciation. 

uminous ln telligence, the Qa.balistic name for the 
phase of consciousness repi sen ted by Daleth, requires Ht-
le explana ion. Subconsciousness enbghte s us by its 

deductions from our observations and from our inductive 
reasoning. Thes·e deductions are not only illuminating, 
bu they also make for om safety, self-preserva:ti n, and 
general welfare. Again, they enable us to share in the 
adruinistration of our environment, assur us of our just 
p rtion of all good things, and enable us to find a way ut 
of he limitations and bondage whicb imprison be 
unenlightened in cages built by th ir own ignonmc, and 
misunderstanding. 

Key 3's title, The Empress, means literally, .,She who 
sets in order.H She is the feminine ruling pow r. She is also 
the cons rt of the Emperor, wh se picture adom Key 4 of 
the Tarot series. Her name contrasts wi h the igb 
Pri stess, which indicates the cold virginity of a cloistere 
devotee of the gods. In like manner, mythology contrasts 
t e warm mother-goddes , Venus, with Diana, virgin
goddess of th Moon. 

The scene harks back to some of the symbolism of 
Key 1, for it is a rich, fertile garden. In the background are 
cypres trees, sacred o Venus. Ripening wheat in the 
foreground i sacred to lsis-Hathor, as well as to Ceres, 
another mother- •oddess. For this picture, primarily repre
senting Venus or Hath , corresp nds al o to ther 
representations of Mother Nature. 

The stream and pool in the background repr sent he 
stream of consciousness. heir source is the flowing robe 
of the High P: iestess. The symbol of water falling into a 
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pool ·s also as b le intima ion of he union of male and 
female modes of cosmic energy. For the tream is ru dified 
and directed by the Ma -· ci.an, and the pool represen s th 
accumulation of influences descending from th seli
conscious level. This tream waters the garden, and makes 
it fertil . 

The 1 mpress is a matronly figure, about to becom a 
mo her. Her yellow hair is bound by a green wreath of 
myrtl . Like th hair ,of the Po 1, hers symbolizes radiant 
eneigy1 and her wreath has the same gene a1 meaning a 
that around the head of the Fool. Myrtle, moreover, i 
plant sacred to Venus. 

The idea here conveyed is that he growth and organiza-
i n of the plant-world is the work of cosmic energy 

ope a ing at s 'bco sc'ous evels. Thtts people who know 
how to reach the subconsci u nes in plants can do 
alm t any bin .,. with them- uther Burbank's work wa 
an outs anding example. What is mm , growing plants 
11es-pond to ,curses and to blessings, and those who succeed 
bes in gi,owi.ng flowers are lovers of be plant hey 
care for. 

Like the woman in the Apocalypse jRevelation 12:llt th 
Empr ss wear a r wn of twelve stars, and has a crescent 
moon under her fee . he stars ar six-pointed, o hexa
grams, to show that she has dominion over the la.w: f the 
Macrocosm, or great world. Thi. c own · twe ve t r , 
ike he Fool's girdle, also symbo'1iz,es the zodiac, the yea , 

and time. The silver lunar crescent under the Emp:r· ss' 
£ et 'ndicates the fact that the subconscious activities she 
;ymboUzes have theii basis ·n the p imary p wers o ub
consciousness which Throt pictures in the High Priestess. 
Actually, there is no fundamental difference b t een the 
latter and the mpre si but the igh Prieste symb lize 
the virgin tate of the cosm· c subconsciousness, as it i in 
· elf, w as he Emp ess typifl. th produc iv , 
genenlting activities of the ame subconsciousn ss, after 
it has been impregnated by seed-ideas originating at the 
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s If-conscious level represented by he Magician. 
eside the cypre s trees, the myrtle and the wheat-ear , 

the s ven pearls round the Empress1 neck are Venu ian. So 
is the green c lor ofherrobe. (In the Rider pack, the ob is 
white, ornamented with a flo a1 csign in which the units 
arc astrological symbols of Venus.} Again, she bears a 
hea.rt-shap d shield, on wh.· ch is display d a dove, sacred 
to Venus, and synibo] also of the Holy Spirit. ~The Rider 
pa.ck sbows a shield emblazoned with the conventional 
astra ogical sym ol of Venus, md the circular par of the 
symb 1 is the Venus ·,an green.} This heart-shaped shield is 
o·f copper, · e metal of Ven- s. 11H art" in practical oc
cultism means subconsciousnes . 

According to Dr. Waite, ~~ e scepue which she bears is 
surmounted by the globe o this wo d." Thus it implies 
dominance over the conditions of the physical plane. 
our versi n 1 she carries the · cepter in her left hand, and 
the g_l be i surmounted by a cross, so that the ornament 
on the head o t e scepter is actually an inverted Venus 
symbol. 

Psy hologically, the Empress represent subconscious
ness as th m tber of ideas, the gcn rattix of mental 
· ages. The power ry which sh works is the p iWe f sub
dividing seed-ide , derived fro sell-consciousness. This 
is the p we f deductive reasoning. he apparent 
mult'plica -ion o images is really the split ing-up of the 
seed-ideas into mani.£ ld p esentatio s. This · s symbol
ized by the multiplication of the original seed in ilie 
w eat-ears at her feet. 

She is called the Empress because su on ciousncss has 
control over all sequences of development in the material 
wor d. ccult sc · ence declar s that this control xtend 
even to the mineral kingdom, that adepts in he d'rec-
ion of subconsciousness by · gge tion are ab e to effect 

transformation even in the inorganic world, by purely 
mental means. The particular ment..a.l function peculiar to 
subconsciousness is in:lagination, based on memory. 
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KEY 4: THE EMPEROR ~~HEH) 

Hen (Has in 11honort OI" E, value 51 is pronounced .,hay.u It 
means rjwindow/' I "tcrally, wind-door}. A window admits 
light (knowledge! and air fLUe-breath,. spbitl into the 
bouse ~Beth)l of personality. It also pe mits outlook, 
survey, supervision, control, and so on. Architectnrally, 
windows are derived hom doo,t . Furtbe:rmore, since they 
penni~ a survey of persons approaching a house, they 
e ~ble the inhab"t.mt f the bon e to decide whether to 
open the door to admit fr" ends1 ~or to bar it ag.ainst 
en mies. The most important hing about a window · 
transparency, and this takes us back to the mode of con
sciousn,ess a.ttr:.bu ed to he Magician. 

Sight is the sense func ion attributed by Qab~lists to tb.e 
let er Heh. Vision, inspection, reconnaissance, watchful
ness, care,. vigilance1 examination~ calculation, analysis, 
'nducf on, inquiry, investigation, and the like,. are all 
associated in langua.g·c. All depend largely on the sense of 
s"ght. Thus we may expect o find th mode of conscious
ness assoc·· ted with th"s lettet one whi hi active in this 
kind o£ men tal operation. 

Constituting Intelligence is he name giv.en .. · the 
Hebrew wisdom, and itt is said to nconsti tute ere at· on in 
the darkness of the world." '] ·. constitute is to make 
anything what "t ·s, to frame, to compose. Constitufon is 
dosely ielated t · uthorship. The author of anything is its 
producer, originatm·, inventor, founder, begetter, gener
ator, architect and bu · de:r. Authorship is therefore dosely 
connected in om t.hou,ght with paternity, and paternal 
autho,rity depends on the fact that the father is he.ad md 
founde of the family. 

In this connection, it is inter·esting to find that the letter 
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Heh, is employed in Hebrew precisely as we use the 
English definite article "ilie." Th Cons ituting Jntel
ligenc is the defining consc·ou.sness. 

This show us, first of all, hat the Coastituting Intel-
igenoe must be a variant of self-conscious mental activ

ity, because to define anything is to nam it, and we have 
already associated self-consciousness with Adam, the 
namer. Definition, moreover, limits, sets !boundaries, cir
cumsc ibes. It specializes, particularizes, enters into 
detail, makes distinctions. 

The qua.liti·es thus indicated are precisely those which 
enter into the making of a constitution for any form of 
society, and that constitut ion is the basic law and supreme 
authority for its particular social organization. Thus the 
letter Heh, as the definite art: de, itmplie · regulation, 
o der, lawf and all related ideas. Laws are definit · ons, and it 
should always be boroe m ll!l.ind that what we call "laws of 
nature" are s·mply defi itions I)I de cripdons of at 
sequence of events in some particular .field of human 
observation. 

What is even more important ~or the occultist and the 
psychologist is that our personal definitions of the mean
ing of ow: ~expe ieoces constitute sugges ions which are 
ace pted1 w· thout reservat' on1 by ou.r subconsciousness. 
Thus, in a sense~ ev~;::ry man makes his own law, WTites the 
constitution of his ~own personal \vorld, and finds that his 
fif, -experience is the eproduction of that constitution 
through the vrorlting of subconscious responses. 

Heh is th,e first of the twelve ''simple" letters of the 
Hebrew alpha et1 so called hecause each has but a single 
pronunciation. 1b it is attribllted th first sign of ·he 
zodiac, Aries, the Ram. 

Aries is a fiery, cardinal sign. It governs the head and 
face. It is ruled by Mill'S, significan of force, strength, 
energy, cour· .ge and activity. Mars rules iron1 steel, 
:u.rgery, chemistry ,and military affairs. 

In Arie the Sun is exalted, or raised o · s highest evel 
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·Of powe1. The Sun has to do with health and vital'ty. It is 
the siguifi.catoi of high office, and of po itions of .ank and 
ftle, so that it r presents mlership and authority. It also 
stands for the EgoJ or individuality, in one1S natal 
horoscope. Its metal is gold. 

Ar" es is a scientific and philosophlcal sign, and this 
agrees with what has been said concerning the Const"
tut:ing Intelligence,. inasmuch as both scilence and phi
losophy have accurate definition as their asis. Astrologers 
say Aries represents rulersbip, government, guidance and 
leadership. The color corresponding to Aries is sca.rlet. 
The musical tone ·s C-narural . 

North-East is the direction at.tJ:ibuted to Heh. These 
directions are given in Th'e Book of Fonna·l:ion, and have to 
do, with a vezy important esoteric teaching, in which the 
manif-ested universe is represented as a cube, shown ·n 
occult diagrams with its western and southern faces visi
ble to the observer. ISee the accompanying "llustration.) 

The six faces of this cube and its interior center are 
a.ssigned to the seven double letters of tbe alp,habet. The 
three interior co-o dinates correspond o h three mothl!r 
letters. The twelve boundary tines rep,resen t the twelve 
simple letters. 

Thus, of the letters a.keady conside~ed, Aleph corr -
sponds t{) the line extending inside the cube from the 
center of the upper face to the center of the bottom face, so 
that it is representative of pure Spirit ~superconscious
nessl a.s the l"nk between the superior and inferior 
manifestations of the Life-power. 

The letter .Beth, corresponding to the direction Above, is 
assigned to the upper face of the cube. Gimel, correspond
ing to the direction. Below,. · s assigned to the lower fa.ce. 
Daleth, couespondi.ng to the direction East1 is t ' e r~ear face 
of the cube shown in the accompany:Wg diagram. The let
ter Heh, which we are now considering1 is assigned to he 
vertical edge of · he cube1 which is the point of junction be
tween t' 1e east em and north em faces, connecting the north-
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the cu.be corresponding to South and to the Sun, suggests 
the exaltation of the Sun in Aries. Another intimation that 
this. Key represents Aries i the astrological symbol of this 
sign, shown as an ornament at the top of the Emperor's 
helmet-like crown. 

The monarch sits on a cub"c stone, like that which is 
the seat of the High Priestess. This indicates tbat tbe 
mode o£ consciousness here symbolized has its seat or 
basis in laws of cosmic manifests. tion which are at work in 
the mineral kingdom. A very few laws suffice foy all the 
complex manifestations of the Life-power, and bey are 
opeYative on "low" planes as well as on uhigh." 

The metal parts of the Emperors helmet-like crown are 
of gold, a further reference to the exa.l!tation of the Sun in 
Aries. The shape of the crown uggests the conventional 
helmet of Mars, ruler of Arie.s. Underneath the crown is a 
red cap, the color of which refers both to Mars and Aries. 

The composition of the Emperor's figure deserves 
special ention. It is so drawn that the right hand, the left 
elbow, and the top of the head form the points of an 
equilateral triangle, while the legs uggest a cross. Thus 
the ba i of the composition is an equilatexal triangle sur
mounting a cross. This is th alchemical symbol £or the 
fiery alchemical principle, Sulphur, closely akin to the Ra
jas or Agni Tattva of yoga philosophy, and therefore related 
to the element of fue, predomin:mt in the sign Aries. 

The Emperor is clad in. steel armor. This further em
phasizes his correspondence to the martial sign Aries, 
because iron and steel are the metals of Mars. 

The ornamental flaps of his garment are purple. This is 
the color of royalty. It has .reference also to the planet 
Jupiter1 represented in Tarot by the Wheel of Fortune, 
because there is an occult re ationship between 4, the 
number of the EmpetoY, and 10, the number of the Wheel 
of Fortune. We shall. recur to this when we come to Key 10. 

The yellow or gold scepter in the Emperor's right hand is 
A modified Venus symbol, anoth r reference to the exalta-
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tion of the Sun in Aries. This scepter is also one fo of 
the Egyptian ankh, OT sign of life. It means that the pow r 
of Tegulation is chieBy derived from the exaltation of sol.ar 
energy in the sense of sight, and in the mental vision 
which is the inner conespondence thereto. 

The g~obe in the monarch's left hand is the conventional 
symbol of dominion. It is red, color of Mars1 and on it is an 
inver ed, gold T-square. The sqUMe is a symbol of the usc 
of mathematics and geometry and planning. Because it is 
shaped like a letter 11T," it is in correspondence with Tav, 
the last let er of the Hebrew alphabet, to which the planet 
Saturn is assigned. What this hints is that the order and 
dominion exercised by the Emperor bring about an inver
sion orreversal of the Saturnine power of limitation. Right 
definition is itself a sort of limitation1 which sets us free 
from slavery to circum.stances because it enables us 
through right knowledge, to establish new boundaries t~ 
enlarge our horizon. ' 

The Emperor is an old man, with a white beard shown 
in profile. This is one marked divergence from th Rid r 
pack, which shows him full-face. r. Waite Tegi ters bjs 
opinion ha nothing particular signifies from bowing the 
Emperor in profile. Yet none of the old exoteric packs of 
Tarot show him full-face, nor docs the unpublished 
esoteric version. The more recondite reasons for preferring 
the profile which shows only the left eye of the monarch 
have deep :root in Qabalistic philosophy and symbolism, 
but they go far beyond the scope of the present volume. 
Enough to say that the pres·ent writer has been instructed 
in this Qabalistic uadition, and thinks it of sufficient 
i po tance to retain the older symbolism. For that matter 
Dr. Waite had the same occult instruction, and u t av~ 
known that Key 4's place on the Qabalistic 'free of Life 
through its connection with the letter Heh, makes the us~ 
of the profile symbolism1 by which Qabalists invariably 
represented the Ancient of Days, practically imperative for 
any representation of the Emperor. 
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The Emperor is obviously the consort of tbe Empre ·s. 
He is, in fact, essentially identical with the Magidan1 

aftei" the latter's union with the Higb Priestess has trans
lorm.ed her into the Empress, and has made him the fa her 
of her children. 

It is on this acconnt that the Emperor follm ... s th 
Em press in the series. As the Magic ·.an he is only poten
tially a father, just as the High Pdestess · s only a potential 
mother. Mter his consor has borne him children, the 
Emperor has opportunity for actual exerds of his pnrentall 
au llority. 

In one scns the Emperor represents the Grand Archi
tect of the Universe, the Ancient of Days. He is the su
!l?reme NOUS~ or Reason, the constituting power, alike of 
the great world and of the little, ,of me lllliverse and of 
man. 

Psychologically, therefore, be represents the sell-con
sciousness of man, when its activities are engaged in the 
work of inducti vc reasoning whereby errors arising from 
superficial interpretation of experience are overthrown. 
He i.s the definer, the lawgiver, the :regula:tor. He is the rul
ing mental ac ivity in human peisonality. He frames the 
constitution of your personal world. 



HlEft.OmANT 

IX 

KEY 5: THE HIEROPHANT (Vavl 

Vav (V, U~ ~value 6)' means '1nail" or ·-hook"; something 
to join the parts of a building together, therefore 
associat've, like Gimel, also som thing to support bang
ing obj1ects, therefore something on which o her things 
depend. A nail is a fastening, a link, a means of union. As a 
means o - suppon, i is linked in thought and language 
with such ideas as aid, assist:mce, sustenance1 furtherance 
and ministry. It will be seen presently that thes ideas are 
not only direct y connecte-d with the occult meanings of 
Vav, but also with the symbolism of the H·erophant. 

In Hebre~ the letter Vav is the equ:·valent of the English 
fjmd." Thus he gramma 'cal use of he leu r is derived 
directly from its literal meaning. The conjunction ";md'' 
links tog the:r a series of nouns descr 'biDg various objects, 
as, ·-apples tmd pears and lemons.'' It also introduces 
dependent clauses in a sentence. In Hebrew, the letter Vav 
is used in precisely the same way. Thus, like a nail, · t binds 
the parts O·f a sentence together, and clauses o phrases 
introduced by i hang from it, like pictures supported by 
hooks driven into a wall. 

Now, the central thought he-rei "unio· /' d this is he 
exact English translation of the Sanskrit noun j'yoga.11 The 
same Sanskrit noun is th root of our word .. yoke,n and 
some authorities are of the opinion tha the original hiero
glyph ic symbol for Vav was a picture of a yoke sach as is 
used for harnessing o en. 

Yoga is a: system of practice whereby the perso al con
sciousness is linked to the universal conscious energy. Its 
object is direc, first-hand experience o those phases of 
reality which are the basis of a.JJ religious. The founders of 
religions m'e persons who have such exper·ences, and the 
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con ention of p actical occultists is that this kind of 
experience may e repeated whenev r the righ co ditions 
a:re provided. It is not a capricious gift from on high. It is 
not miraculous. Rare it may be, but it is perfectly natural, 
and a human being who addresses himself earnestly to 
preparing himself for this kind o experience will find 
what he seeks. We hall find, presently, that the I · ero-
phant in Tarot is a symbol of the mode of conscious activ
ity which takes form in such experiences. 

Hearin& which unites man to man by speech, and man 
to God by the Word of the Inner Voice, is the sense attrib
uted to Vav. Jesus said often, "He that hath ears to hear, let 
him hear." This is a technical formula of Ageless Wisdom. 

It refers to the development of the interior sense o! hear
ing just mentioned. In Sanskrit, the noun sruti, literally 
••b aring,U is the tenn for revelation. "It alone can remove 
that nescience which is innate in human nature,'' says one 
ancient book. Similarly, the prophets of Israel declare, 
again and again, "Tbu saith the Lord;' as if they were 
reporting things heard. Two of the 1 Samuel and Elijah, 
were directly aware of the Divine Presence as a Voice. 

What was true then i true now. Know 1 dge of the 
hi~her asp cts of reality comes to us through the sound
less sound of an Inner Voice, which often speaks as plainly 
as any voice heard with the physical em:. The eason is t a 
the h arin,g centers in the brain are stimulated by higher 
rates of vibration, which serve as means of communica
tion between ourselves and more advano . d thinkers. Many 
persons .have Hashes of this experience, and om recogni
tion that this is so is cxpr,essed by the oft-repeated state
ment,' S·ome :n·ng seemed to say to me." 

Triumphant and Etemollntelligence is the name of the 
mode of consciousness corresponding to Vav. It is "triu:m
'Phant" b cause it gives assurance of the ultimate victory 
of the Life-power over all apparent obstacles now seeming 
to stand in the way of the completion of the Great Work. It 
i "etemaJI' because it not only carries with it a p itiv 
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conviction of immortality, lifting personal consciousnes 
out of the limitatimls of Time into the realization of the 
freedom of Eternity; but also because the revelations of 
the Inner Voice enable us to solve particular problems by 
applying principles which, as soon as we perceive them, 
we recognize as being true, yesterda~. today, and forever. 

Taurus, the Bull, a fixed, earthy sign, is attributed to Vav. 
It is ruled by the planet Venus {Key 3, The Empress), and is 
the sign of the exaltation of the Moon (Key 2, The High 
Priestess) . The name ol the sign itsell shows a secret cor
respondence with the higher spiritual things, a.od with 
supeiconsciousness, inasmuch as Aleph, the Bull, i the 
letter corresponding to Ruach, the Lile-Breath, p · ctured in 
Tarot by the Fool. The Voice of the Hierophant gives verbal 
Corm to the vision of th Fool. Revelation (Key 5) is the 
communication of the transcendent knowledge of super
consciousness, in so far as that knowledge can be put into 
words. 

Astrologically, too, the sign aurus is represe taLive of 
latent powers and energies, of secretiveness and reserve
ideas clearly suggested by the title a.nd symbolism of the 
Hiempha.nt. Furthermore, Taurus rules the neck, which is 
the link etween head and body; and in the neck is located 
a psychic center dominated by the Venus vibration. The 
exaltation of the Moon in Taurus indicates that the powers 
of ub onsciousnes , especially the powers of memory and 
o[ recollection, have their highest manifestation in the 
mental activities pictured by Key 5. In our color-scale~ 
Taurus is :red-o:r:mge. Its musical tone is C-sharp or 0-Hat. 

Sout.b -East, the direction attributed to Vav1 is repre
sented on the Cube of Space by the vertical line connect
ing th lower south-east comCI with the upper outh-east 
comer. This edge of the cube is also the line along which 
the southern and eastern faces of the cube are conjoined. 
In Tarot, South is Iela.ted to Key 191 The Sun, and East is 
related to Key 3, The Empress. Here is suggested a blend
ing of solar and Venusian qualities. The Sun is a great cen-
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tcr of what Hindus call Prana. The Venusian vibration is 
that which manifests in mental imagery. Occultly, the 
blending of these two vibutions is the mingling of the 
universa Consc·ous Energy with he imaginative, 
generative powers of subconsciousness. In the activity 
symbolized by the Hierophant, these two phases of the 
Life-power are combined. 

Hieropb.ant means 11revealer of sacred things." It was the 
name of the chief officer in the Eleusinian Mysteiies, and 
signifies that which makes known the hidden import of 
the appearances whereby we are surrounded. In many Vi r
sion o Ta:rot this K.ey is named 11The Pope," but Dr. Waite 
rightly says that this is "a particular application of the 
more general office tha he symbolizes." 

On the oiliei hand, "Popeu really means 11 Patber," and 
when we consider the relation of Key 5 to the Qa.balist:ic 
1tee of I.ife, we notice that the path of Vav is the one w h. cb 
begins in Wisdom, the second Sephirah, and descends to 
Mercy, the fourth Sephirah. tSee diagram of the Tree, at the 
end of this book. I Thus, since the Se:pbirah Wisdom is also 
known as Ab, the Father, it become.s evident that the 
Hieroph :m t:, as a.n expression of that Sephirilis ou tHo wing 
energy, is not aHogetheT misnamed when it is c.alled 
.,The Pope.'' 

We do not agree with Dr. Waite that the Hierophant ''is 
the ruling power of external religion, . .. exoteric orthodox 
doctrine, .. . the out. :r s"de of the life which leads to the 
doctrine." On the contrary, he is the pontifex, the "bridge
maker" who provides a conuecting li"nk between outer 
experience and interior illumina t" on. 

He sits on a throne, betweec two stone pillars. These, 
and the tmone, together with the background, are gray, a 
color associated with Wisdom, because gray is the tint 
resulting &om equal mixture of any two complementary 
colors. Since colo:r complements are also opp.osites,, gray 
stands for the perfect balance of all pam of opposites, 
and this is the puctical aspect of Wisdom, the second 
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Sepbirah. Thus the gray background of Key S aHo:rds a very 
denwte due to the position of this Key on the Tree of Life1 

since, in oolored representations of the nee, the second 
Sephirah is painted gray. 

The design on the capit:lls of tbe pillatiS is a phallic sym
bol of union. The pillars themselves repeat the motif of 
duality1 and suggest the laws of association represented by 
the pillars of the H~h Priestess. 

The throne is also of stone1 a.nd the woyd ''stone" has a 
very special meaning in the Bible and in the Qabalah. In 
Hebrew, "stone'' is ABN, ehben The first two letters of this 
word, Aleph and Beth, ne the letters of the noun Ab1 

meaning 11Father," and this is one of the Qabalist' c names 
for thl.! second Sephirah. The last two lettt=rs, Beth and 
Nun, spell the word Ben, meaning <~son," and this is the 
Qabalistic name for the sixth Sephir~. Beauty, wh · ch1 as 
you can see from the diagram of the llee, is the central 
point, an~. so to say, pivot, of that di~gram. Thus in the 
word ABN, ehben, as Qabalists say, ''the names of the 
Fa her and the Son, of Wisdom and Beauty, are conjoined' '; 
and this is the main reason fot the many symbolic uses of 
the word 11Stone'1 throughout the Scriptures. 

At t.he b3ck o-f the throne, on either side of the 
Hierophant's head1 are two homed circles, representing 
the sign Taurus. Th..: same Taurus symbol is shown also on 
the tb:tone behind the Hieropha.nt in. the Rider pack1 but it 
is drawn in such a way that few persons unacquainted 
with the occult meanings of Vav would be likely to notice 
it. This partial concealment ma.y have been due to the fact 
bat Dr. Waite seems to have beeu somewhat concemed 

lest he should expose tbe deeper occul signific,ance of 
Tarot to any but initi.a ted students. 

The crown is a triple tiara., like the Pope's crown. It is of 
gold, symbolizing radiant energy and wisdom. It is oma
men ted with three rows of trefoils: top row, 3; middle row, 
5; bottom row, 7. lin the Rider pack, the middle row has 7, 
and the bottom row has 5.) Tbe total number is 15, the 

79 



The: Throt 

numeral value of the Hebrew divine name IH, Jab. This 
name is that associated by Qabalist:s with the second 
Sephirah, and affords anothe clue o the a tribution of 
Key 5 to the path joining the second Sephi.rah to the 
fourth. 

Since any tre£oil represeats tbe numbet 3, fifteen of 
them stand for 3 x 15, or 45, number of the name ADM, 
Adam. Her is a referenc to the Qabalistic doctiine that 
man or Adam is God/s image of Himself- that the primary 
thought in the Mind of God, prior to all manifestation, 
must be God's awareness of His own nature and powers, 
and tha this awareness is the true '1image of God," 
designated by the name Adam. 

Tbe tbree trefoils in the upper row designate the 
threefold nature of the Life-power. The five in the second 
row represent the five modes of manifestation - th,e 
Qui.Dtessence and the four elements, or the five Tattvas of 
Hindu philosophy, which are the subtle principles of sen
sation. The seven in the bottom row correspond to the 
Seven Spirits of Gtld, to the seven sacred planets, to the 
seven alchemical metals1 and to the seven chakras, 01 

interior ''stars," of the yoga schools. Her we hav 1 a]so, the 
three principles of the a.lchemistS1 their (lve modes of the 
manifestation of the One Thing, and their seven so-called 
"metals." 

In the Ride:r pa.ck1 the tiara is swmounted by a black 
••w,'J indicating tbe correspondence of Key 5 to the letteJ 
Vav. In the B.O.T.A. jBuildets of the Adyrum) version1 the 
ornament at the top of the crown is .a small sphere, sym
bfilizing the archetypal world. Below it, the tluee rows o£ 
trefoils, in descending order, symbolize tbc creative, form
at· vc and ma tc:rial worlds. 

The outer robe of the Hieropha.n:t is red-orange, the color 
corresponding to Tauros. It has for trimming a border o{ 
blue-green, complementary to red-orange, and corre
sponding to the sign Scorpio, the sign opposite and com
plementary to Taurus. At the neck, thi outer garment is 
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caught with .a clasp :in the form of a silver crescent. Tb ·sis 
a symbol of: the Moon, which is exalted in Taurus. Its posi
tion a.t the Hierophant's throat is a reminder that Taurus 
rules that part of the human body. 

Under this red-orange robe the Hietophant wears a gu
ment of blue1 like that of he High Priestess1 and having 
the sam meaning. Under this 'sa white gatment, like 
that of the Fool, and having the same significance. The 
crosses on tbe Hierophant's white shoes refer to tbe union 
of male and female, positive and negative foice.s1 and to the 
o:rder (41 cross) which results from that union. Similar 
crosses are shown on the backs of his hands, on the catrpet 
under his feet, and on the handles of the crossed keys. 
These ten crosses repeat the symbolism of the ten circular 
ol'llll.lllents on the outer garment of the FooL 

Hangi g fyom the crown, behind the eill's of the 
Hierophant, is an ornament m the form of a yoke. This 
refers to the primitive meaning of the le ter Vav. It falls 
behind the Hierophant's ea.rs to call attention to these 
organs of hearing. 

In his left hand:, the Hie ophant holds a yellow or golden 
sta:ll. It symbolizes the dominion of the Life-power 
through the P'lanes of natme, represented by the knob at 
the tog with three cross-bars below it. These latter cor
respond in meaning to the three rows of trefoils. on the 
,iara1 and the knob at the top of the staff corresponds to 
the circular ornament a , the top of the ,crown. The scepter 
is yeUow or golden, to show that the power exerted in the 
Hierophant's dominion i.s the powet of the unive-rsal 
radian energy. 

The crossed keys at the Hieropbant's feet aie the 
familiar symbols of the power of the Papacy. Yet they bare 
a deeper meaning. One is silver1, the other golden. They 
stand for the solar and lunar currents of radian energy, 
which1 as nerve-curn..~ts in the human body, are utilized 
as keys to open the inner doors leading to higher modes of 
awareness. 

81 



The Throt 

The golden key is the key of heaven, wherein the Sun 
i ruler. The silver key is associated with hell because of 
the correspondence bctw en the Moon and Hecate, whom 
the Greeks worshiped as a deity of the underworld. Thus 
the silver key relate to the powers of subconsciou -
ne s, and the golden key represent he powers of 
supcrconsciousness. 

The square dais suggests the number 4, symbol of order 
and measurement, as if to suggest that however f~ beyond 
our present experience the higher consciousness may go, 
it r sts on a solid basis of fact and reason. The dais is 
covered with a red-orange carpet, corresponding by this 
color to Taurus. The four circles on it enclose crosses - th 
Venus symbol folded in upon itself. They represent the 
manifestation ofmvH in the four worlds. Black and white 
checker-work at the edges of the carpet remind us of the 
Ma onic mosaic pavement, which represents the alterna
tion of light and darkness in the manifestation of rhe 
Life-power. 

The priests kneeling before the Hierophant wear robes 
which repeat the motif of the Bowers in the Magician's 
garden. Their robes are ornamented with yellow pallium , 
ymbols of the yoke, or union. These are yellow, because 

the yoke is that of Mercury, or intellectual perception. The 
priest who wears lilies personifies thought, the other 
represents desire. Their attitude of attentjve listening 
refers to hearing. 

The number of this Key, as you have learned, is that of 
law, of adaptatio , ,of religion, and of man. P'sychologi
cally, the Hierophant represents Intuition, whlcb follows 
reasoning, and adds to it. Intuition is subconscious 
response to reason, wbereby, through laws of association 
at work below the conscious level, thought-relations 
which go beyond the results attained by reason are 
attained. Usually these are perceived by mterior hearing. 
Intuition, it should be noted, means literally "inner 
ru·tion." 
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KEY 6: THE LOVERS ~ZAINI 

Zain [Z, value 7)1 means "sword" or "weapon,'1 suggesting 
the antithesis of Vav1 the nail, because a sword cleaves, 
cut , divide , separates. Diversity, contrast, antithesis, 
distinc ion, and t erefore discrimina ion, are so e of the 
related ideas. Discrimination imfllies nice perception, 
acuteness, sharpn ss like a sword's edgc1 sagacity, and so 
on. 

Smelling is the sense attribut d to Zain in The Book of 
.Fonnation. The sense of smeU has b en always associated 
with keen percept' on and sa,gaci ty. An o d Qabali tic 
maxim says, 11Properties ate discerned by the nose.n Our 
everyday sp ech has a number of phrases l:ik 11smell oue' 
~o Sllgge t approach to truth. 

East~Above, the direction ass·,gned to Zain1 · ~s the line 
bounding the eastern side of the top of the Cube of Space, 
and jo,ining the top face (Above, Mercury) to, the eastern 
face lEast, Venus). Tbis !line, moJeover1 joins the top of the 
vertical line North-East (.Emperor! to the top of the ve-r
tical line Sol'llth~East (Hi.erophantJ. The combination of 
East and Above su.ggests the working together of the sub
conscious power of creative imagina ion and the self-con
scious power of acute discrimination. 

Gemini, the Twin5, is the zodiacal ign attributed to 
Za.in. Th name of this sign suggests duality, division, and 
other ideas related to the meaning of the letter. It is 
difficult to tell twins apart, and to do so r quires nice 
dis crimination. 

Gemini is ruled by Mercury rKey 1, the Magician), 
sometimes personified in Egyptian mythology as th 
jackal-headed Anuhis~ representing discernment and 
sagacity because of the j1ackal's keen sense of sme · . 
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Gemini govems the lungs, colla.rbones, shoulden, arms 
and hands (all in pairs) . Gemini people StJ'e said to be given 
to inquiry, investigation aud experi entation. They often 
eng,a.ge in mental pursuits. In our color-scale, Gemini is 
represented by orange. The corresponding musical tone is 
D-natural. Gemini is a common sign of t.he airy triplicity. 

Disposing Intelligence is the mode of oonsc1ousness 
assigned to the lener Zain. To dispose is literally ••co place 
apart,'• to arrangeJ to distribute, to apportion, to divide. 
Thns analysis {implied by the meanings of the letter
name, sword), classification1 organ.iza6on,. preparation 
and adjustment are all 1elated to this mode of con
sciousness. This it is which shows itself in our "disposi
tion /j and one's disposition can be modified by right 
discrimination. 

The Lovers is the more usual title_ Some pseudo
occultists can this picture ''Tbe lWo Paths," and say older 
versions of the symbolism show a man standing between 
two female figures representing Virtue ami Vice. This is 
wholly enoneous. ]n old exoteric vers'ons of Tarot there 
are three figures-a youth and a maiden1 facing a crowned 
woman. These are the Qabalistic Son and Bride ~combined 

with the Qabalistic Mother or Queen. The design, aside 
from its deeper meaning·~ has obvious reference to mn-
iage_ The title intimates the union o,f opposite but oom

plement.ary m des o( existence. It is abo closely related to 
jjDisposing lntelligence.1' Disposition1 affections, tem
perament, idiosyncusi..es, propensities- all these are 
related to the word ulovej" as wen as to the occult meaning 
of Key 6. 

Our version is essentially the same as Dr. Waite's, md 
both are based on the unpublished esoteric Tarot:. We have 
been at some pains to clarify certain minor obscurities, 
but otheiWis~e the symbolism is the sam.e. 

The sun overhead has the same general s.igni£icance as 
that b hind the Pool. It is the great ligh -source, the 
dynamo oi radiant energy whence all creatures derive 
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their personal forces. Here it is yellow, or golden, instead 
of white1 to show that it is our day-st.ar, the actual physical 
sun whence we draw not only ener-gy and life, but also, 
says Ageless w· sdom, potential consciousness. The sun is 
not merely a center of physical forc,e, a thing in the sky. It 
is the body of a. Being. 

The anger is Rapbael1 angel of air, the element attrib
ute.d to Gemini, and, in the symbolism of the Roman 
Churchr the particular angel of the planet Mercury. He is 
also the great archangel of the eastern quarter of the 
heavens IEast-Ahovel. Here he represents superoonscious
ness, and thus is related also to the Pool. His airy nature is 
indic~ted by the color of his skin, the yellow we have 
associated with air and with Metcury. His violet garment 
carries ou·t the same idea, because violet is the color
complement of yellow. Another indication of his airy 
nature is the fact that be is supported by clouds .. He is the 
cosmic Life-Breath, Frana, su.perconsciousness. His 
influence descends on both figures below, streaming from 
his upraised hands. 

The mountain in the background combines several 
meanings. Mountains are symbols of the abode of the 
gods. Consider Sinai, Olympus, Meru, Fujiyama. Again1, 

they suggest climbing, aspiration1 the possibility of 
attainment. We all have peaks to climb, and he incentive 
to action, the disposing element in our consciousness 
which leads to volition, has always in the background this 
idea of climbing ilbove our present level Thus t e moun
tain represents what alchemists call the Great Work .. 
Again, a mountain is often a pfuillic symbol of pregnancy1, 

or gestation, suggesting preparation, organizat-on; and 
like ideas we have alread:y developed in connection with 
the letter Zain. 

The man at the right of this Key is Adlam1 namer of 
things and tiller of the soil. He is also the Magician o,£ 
Tarot.' Behind him is a tree bea: ing twelve fiery fruits. 
These are the signs of the zodiac, and each flame is triple1 
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bccau e astrolo~ rs subdivide every sign into three parts, 
or decana.tes. Thus the tree behind he man is the tree of 
human life, and its fruits represent the twelve main types, 
and thirty-six sub~rypes of personality. or self-conscious 
life-expression. 

The woman at the left is Eve. She is also the High Priest
ess and the Empress. Behind her is the 1tee of Knowledge 
of Good and Evil. It bear5 five circular fruits-the five 
senses. Up the aee climbs the serpent of sensation, 
because temptation arises &om subconscious memory of 
sensation, or from suggestions based thereon. The serpent 
is a]so a symbol of wi dorn and of redemption {Moses' ser
pent in the wildemess), because wisdom and liberation 
result from the right adapt~tion of the very forces which, 
at first, tempt us into mistaken action. Thus Dr. Waite 
says: "The suggestion in respect of the woman is that she 
signifles that attraction towards the sensitive life which 
carries within it the idea of the Fall of Man, but she is 
rather the working of a Seciet Law of Providence than a 
willing and conscious temptress. It is through her im
puted lapse that man shall rise ultimately, and only by her 
can be complete himsel£.11 

In practical psychology the lesson of the picture is plain. 
The woman looks toward the angel, the man toward the 
woman. The self-conscious intellectual mind, although it 
is he determining factOT in per onal consciousness, doe 
not become directly aware of superconsciousness. Self
consciousness, as the symbolism of Key 1 shows, does 
receive and transmit the poweTs of superconsciousness; 
but conscious awareness of the nature of those powers 
comes from careful observation of the activities of sub-. 
consciousness. Powers are developed within, and the 
subconscious "within" i the woman. From that within 
they are educated, or drawn forth1 in respons·e to sell
conscious impulses, and their manifestation is in the .field 
of self-consciousness fthe without.). Development comes 
by response of the inner to the outer. It is the answer of 
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woman to man that peoples the world. It is the response of 
the interpreting subconsciousness to the ob ervi:ng self
consciousness that peoples the thought-world with ideas. 
This i a basic law of mental development. Its construc
tive operation depends on the discriminative exercise of 
self-consc · ous powers. 

Personal happiness, health and success depend on har
monious co-<>pention of these two modes of mental 
activity. Th secure this harmony, we must understand that 
both are expressions of a power superior to either. We must 
see also that subconsciousness is the mode which, in 
response to suggestions originated and framed by self
consciousness, brings us into personal relationship with 
this superior pow r. 

Furtbermore1 the relationship between self-conscious
ness and subconsciousness should be oue of loving inti
macy. Hence th two figures are nude. They ve' nothing 
from each other. Th · · not the state of affairs with most 
people. Tho often, self-con ciousness and subconscious
ness are "not on speaking terms." Consciously, we accept 
this or that idea. Subconsciously, we seek the realization 
of its opposite. 1b correct this erro.r, to establish harmony 
between these two phases of perso ality,. is to have clear, 
unmixed, unadulterated desires. 

Again, since love is th ideal relation betw en the two 
modes of cousc"ousness, thi pictuTe warns us a,gainst any 
attempt to bully or coerce subconsciousness. Persuade 
subconsciousness, and it will do anything for you. 
Endeavor to drive it harshly, and you set into ope.ration the 
law of reversed effort, so that you get a result just the oppo
site to that at which you aim. 

Discrimination, then, is the key to the establishment of 
happy co-operation between the twO modes of personal 
consciousness. The burden falls on seli-co:nsciousness1 

because it is the framer of suggestion. If it be careless and 
lax in observation, or harsh and driving in giving com
mands to subco sciousness1 the results are destructive. 

89 



v

Tbe TDIOI 

On the other hand, if self-conscious intellect pc:rcetv.:s 
the true relation among the three modes of consctousnc:ss, 
as symbolized in Key 6, it will be able to frame a series of 
suggestions which will make it the recipient of supc:rcoo· 
scious guidance, through the agency of subconsciousness. 

All that is necessary is to formulate suggestions 
embodying the idea that subconsciousness can, and docs, 
receive the inlluence from above, that it can, and docs, 
rcllect that inllueoce to seU-consciousncss. Frame suggcs· 
tloos like these in words of your own. Study the picture, 
and lind words to express itS meaning in a formula of auto
suggestion Your own words are best, and have the most 
power. You will be amazed and delighted with the result. 
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Chetb ~Ch, and H as in "helP.," valu Bl is pronouuced 
khaytb. It means a field1 and the fence endosing it. 
"Fence" suggests enclosure, protection, defense; specific 
locAtioni m area set apart for cultivation. It also .i.ruplies 
shielding, safeguard, refuge, safety. Thus it corresponds to 
the ideas represented by the words cmapace and shell. 

The idea of locatio refers back to "bousl!," or Beth, as 
does that of shelter. A cultiva.ted Held is in oontrast to the 
open counny pictured in Key 6. Cult'va ion, again, is sug
gestled by the gardens of ' e Magic· an md the Empress. 
Again, the enclosure of a particular area by a fence is w 1u t 
happens in them ntal world wb n we define anything, so 
that Cheth is also related: to Heh, considered as the 
definite article. 

Speech is the human function attributed to Cheth by 
Qatbalists. Speech defines. Words are mike fe ces e closing 
particular fidd.s of consciousness. The field of speech con-
in uall y engages the labors of the practical occultist and 

the applied psychologist. The attribution of peech to 
Cheth, th refore, indicates that words have preservative 
andl protective power, that right use of languag is a means 
to safety. Extend the meaning of speech from the spoke 
word to the unspoken words of thought, and you will 
understand why the wise have always attached so much 
imiJ.ortance to right sp ech. 

Intelligence of t.he House of InPueuce is the Qabalistic 
name for the mode of consciousness corresponding to 
Cbeth. Literall~ it is uconsciousness of that which is the 
ab de ,of inHowim,g power.'' It is consciousness o the fact 
that human personality is ]ike a fenced-in area1 wherein 
universal fo1ces are at work. Th.ese forces How into per-
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sonality from beyond it boundaries. Taking form in th 
silent speech of thought, and finding utterance in the 
spoken word, they flow out through personality into 
actual expression and manifestation. 

East-Below is represented on the Cube of Space by th 
line or edge coiiDectiog the lower ends of th vertical lines 
Nonh-East and South-East. This edge maiks the junction 
of the eastern and bottom faces of the cube, a tributed, 
Jlespectively, to, Daleth arad Venus, and to Gimel and th 
Moon (Keys 3 and 2, The Empress and Th.e High Priestessl . 
Here is an intimation that, though self-conscious ele
ments are involved, the mental activities sy bollzcd by 
Key 7 are carried on at the subconscious leveL 

A little self-study will convince you that your thought 
and speech a.re largely subconsciou in origin. Your 
vocabulary depends 011 subconscious associative proc
esses. Your sentences, your style, your figtnes of speech
all these take shape below the self-oonsciou level. 

Cancer. the Crab, a cardinal, watery sign, is attributed 
to beth. He e we see the connection between the letter
name, Hfence," and the crab's hard carapace. Cancer is 
ruled by the Moon !Key 2, High Priestess), and the planet 
Jupiter (Key 10, Whecl of Fortune) is exalted therein. 

Cancer governs the breast, the chest Ia fence of bone ) 
and th stomach. It is a psychic, Teceptive sigD. Its natives 
are aid by astroJogers to be endowed with enacious 
memory. All this is in accordance with the basic meaning 
of the letter-name Cheth. 

In our color-scale, the tint assigned to Cancer is orange
yellow. The corresponding musical tone is D-sharp or 
E-Hat. 

The Chariot is the usual title of Key 7. Some imes it i 
The Charioteer, which is even better, since the picture, a 
Dr. Waite says, is really 11th King in his triumph, typify
ing, however, the victory which creates kingship as it 
natural consequence.11 Note that the numb r of the card, 7, 
is that to which Qabalists assign the idea of Victory_ 
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In the background i a walled city. The wall is a stone 
fence. The city is a collection of houses, corresponding to 
the ideas relating to Beth and the Magician_ The windows 
of some of the buildings are dearly sboWI11 indica ing that 
what is represented by Heh and the Emp ror is also behind 
tbe surface meanings of Key 7. The wall, howeve.r, is what 
most clearly establishes the correspondence of this trump 
to Cheth, the Fence. 

nees and a river in the middle distancetemind us o the 
symbolism of Key 3, The Empress. This is correct because 
speech is not only composed of definitions, but also 
embodies mental imagery (Empress) and gives form to the 
stream of consciousness. As the river, in Tarot, rises from 
the watery substance of the robe of the High Priestes , and 
as trees are associated with the ric fertility of the 
Empress' garden here, too, is the combination suggested by 
East-Below (Eas , Empress, and Below, High Priestess)-

The chariot itself is a movable fence, corresponding to 
th 1 tter Cheth. Its body is a cube, carrying out th<! sym
bolism of the cubes whereon the High Prieste s and 
Emperor sit. Moreover, it i of gray tone, o at it com
bines the notions of w · dom jgray) and of the union of 
Father and Son suggested by the Qabalistic meaning of 
ABN, ehben, stone. 

SUimounti.ng the bod-y of the chariot are four pillars, 
supporting a starry canopy. The number four · s the 
numbe& of order and measurement. It refers also to the 
four elements: fire, water, air and earth- Each pillar is 
divided into two equal parts, reminding u of the 
Hermetic axiom, "That which ·s above is as tha which is 
below." 

The po.int of division at the center of each pillar · s sur
rounded by a rin~. This is a symbol of Spirit, for the rings 
are circles, like zero-signs. The idea is that ach of the four 
elements is encircled by the One Spirit. 

The tarry canopy represents the celest' al forces. Their 
descent into the physical plane through the activity of the 
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four elements is the cause of all extemall manifestation. 
Thus the stars in the azu:re canopy symbolize the correla
tion of the inBuences of d'stant SWlS aud planets, of 
zodiacal constellations, and of human forces. This canopy 
therefore represents the forces which sunound the earth, 
and seem to be above u.s in the sky. It represents also the 
subtle, metaphysical forces which are above the level of 
personality. It is therefo·re a symbol of what Eliphas Levi 
called "Astral Light.'j 

A shielcl on the far.:e of the car has the same significance 
as the leuer-name, the wall in the background, and · be car 
itself. The r.ed symbol on the shield is one form of the 
Hindu lingam-yoni, typifying the union of positive and 
negative forces in action fred). 

In some old Tarot Keys the shield bears tbe letters .V.T, 
written with the periods at the ldt of the letters, to show 
that they are to be read, like Hebrew, hom right to left. So 
read, they spell the Hebrew word TV, Tav. This is the name 
of the last letter of the Hebrew alphabet. To an occultist 
this conv·eys the same fundamental idea as the linga.m
yoni, because the original character for Tav was a cross, 
combining th~ vertical masculine line with the feminine 
horizontal, like the eros m1 the breast of the High 
Priestess. 

Above the shield is a var"ation o the Egypt" an winged 
globe. Tbe globe is gold or ydlow, suggesting self
consciousness, because, in our co·lor-scale, yellow cor
responds to Mercury and the Magician. The wings are 
blue, like the robe of the High Priestess. They are symbols 
of aspiration. 

The .charioteer is crowned, and the crown is sur
mounte~ by three golden pen.tagrams. The pentagram 
represents men tal dominion. Thre . are shown, b cause 
tbe control we exert over cosmic forces by right use of the 
power of speech doe.s really ex end over three wodds. Thi 
detail of symbolism agrees. with older forms of Tarot sym
bolism. In the Rider pack~ the diadem is a golden eight-
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pointed star, haviug much the same meaning as the penta
gra s, but mo1e partkularly emphasizing the idea of the 
cosmic order typified in Tarot by the Wheel of Fortune and 
its eight spokes. This order is the expression of the super
vising author·ty of the One Self, symbolized in Key 17 by a 
go1den or yellow eight-pointed star. 

The charioteer's hili is fair, like that of the Empress and 
the FooL On his shouJders are lunar crescents, indicating 
the rulership of the Moon in Cancer. His cuhass is 
greenish-yellow, or the color of brass, to show that it sym
bolizes the piotecti ve po·wer of creative imagination, 
represented in Tarot by the Empress, inasmuch as brass is a 
metal sacred to Venus. 

A square on this cuirass represents order and purity by 
its shape and color. On it ue three black T's, which stand 
for the limiting power of Sa tum. They a]so, like the .v.r on 
older versions, refer to the letter Ta:v. 

The charioteeris golden b It suggests light, and is orna
mented with indistinct signs, among which is one which 
is plainly the astrological symb()l for Cance:r. The position 
of this belt suggests the slanting circle of the ecFptic. I 
represents Time, and the influences of stellar forces. 

The skirt below the cuirass is divided into eight pans, 
and. is omamenteod with geomantic symbols, used in 
making magical talismans. They typify dominion O'Ver 
terrestrial forces. 

Th charioteer's scepter is surmoun red by a figure 8, 
combined with a crescent. This is a combination of the 
symbol oveT the Magician's bead with the lunar crown of 
the High Priestess. Thus the rider's ensign o author· ty 
shows that his dominion is a result of the blending of 
the powers o£ seUmconsdousness with those of sub
consciousness. 

Everything about the charioteer suggests that he sums 
up all the powers and potencies of the personages who 
have preceded · in the series of major trumps. He is 
their synthesis. lie is the true Self, the Master-power 
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behind all forms of life-expiession. Hence Dr. Waite tells 
us: "He bas led captivity captive; he is conquest on ill 
planes - in the mind, in science, in progress in cenain 
trmls of mi tiation ... He :is above all things triumph in the 
mind.l' 

His car symbolizes by its canopy and cubical body the 
combination of celestial and t rrestrial forces. Viewed 
hom the front1 it is in the form of an oblong square. Thus 
it corresponds to the traditional Masonic ••form of the 
lodge." The ulodge'' corresponds to the Thmple, md we 
have the hilgbest authority fur the doctrine that human 
personality is the living temple ,of the Most High. Thus 
the chariot is truly the .. Hous ofln.Huence,'' and stands for 
human personality as the vehicle, m channel of expres
sion, through which the omnipresent SELF manifests its 
dominion over all things. 

The sphinxes which draw the car are an innovation sug
gested by Eliphas Lev:·. Older versions of Taiot show 
horses, whicb are sometimes joined together, like Siamese 
twins. The horses are sun-symbols. The :sphinxes, 
combining animal and human attributes, suggest a force 
common to men and animals. Their couuasti:Qg colors are 
like the contrast 1letween the pillars of the High Priestess. 
Mo:reove:r, the white sphinx wears a beneficient expres
siom1 while tbe eatures of he black one show a forbidding 
frown. The white sphinx is a symbol of Mercy, the black 
one ,of Severity. Note that their contrasting expressions ar'e 
similar o those o£ the human faces in the lunar crescents 
on the rider's shoulders. 

By mythological allusion, the sphinxes represent the 
senses~ which are continually propounding riddles. Here 
they are shown at fest, thus a,greeing with the notion of 
rest which Hebrew occultism attributes to the numll r 7. 

The yellow wheels of the chariot 1efer to light-energy, 
but particularly to 'specific activ' ties associated in Tarot 
with the planet Jupiter. This is the planet exalted in the 
sign Cance. It is represented in Tarot by the tenth major 
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trump, called "Th,; Wbec of Fortune." Jupiter, astrologers 
say, rules the circula ion of the blood, because i has to do 
with all forms of rotation, m circula:r movement. 

10 this picture we assign the psychological idea, 
Receptivity-Will. The uninitiated believe their .,wi ]"to be 
something originating in personality. he occultis , 
withmu 1n the least denying the fact that free will is part 
o[ our equipment1 refuses to believe that .,personal" hee 
will exists. For the occultis , all that we mean by ••voli
tion'1 is but a syn besis of innumerable cosmic influences1 
coming to a focus at a point within us. 

Hence all the great irufatcs say, with Jesus, 110f myself I 
c:an do nothing.'• For the same reason Jacob Boehme wrote: 
"If thou canst, my son, foi a while but cease hom all thy 
thinking and willing, then sha.1 t thou hear the uospea.k
abl~ words o£ God .. . When thou art quiet and silent, the ' 
a.rt thou as God was before nature and creaturei thou art 
that which God then was; bou art that of which he made 
t.hy nature and creature: Then t ou hearest and scest even 
with that wherewith God himself saw and heard in thee, 
befon: ever thine own willing or thine own seeing began." 

The more perfectly we understand that the office of 
human personality is to serve as a vehicle for cosmic 
fo:rces

1
, the more heely does the Primal Will behind all 

manifestation .find expression through us. Th others we 
may seem to have very strong personal will. We oUise 1 ves 
will learn fro.m our practice that th.c strength of our voli
tion is measured by the d\egree of om willingness to let life 
find! unobstructed manifestation truQugh us. 

This willingness takes form in thought and word, and 
tbe ,bought itself is unu t:ered speech. It is a willingness 
developed through purposeful concentration. Relaxation 
of body1 pass'vity of mind, one-pointed attention to the 
real pre ence in our personal field of the limitless flOWers 
of the whole universe, w"th progressive freedom in the 
e:xpre.ssion of those powers as our dominant purpose -this 
:s the infallible p-ractical formula for triumph in the mind 
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and el ewbere. 
Impress subconsciousness again and again with d1e 

suggestion that it is the vehicle fur Universal Will. Base 
these suggestio::llS on reason. Se that the One Energy 
enters into all modes o·f power, celestial! aud terrestriaL 
Self-examination will. convince you that not the least of 
your personal actions · s anything mote or less than a par
ticular manifestation in time and space ·of some phase of 
the sum-total of cosmic influences. At our present stage of 
mental development, perfect conceptions of this truth 
may be impossible, but reasonable ones we may have at a 
litde expen e of observation and reason. 

Subconsciousness is the vehicle through which all 
plans, ideas, designs, inventions and forces enter into the 
pe£sonm field. Thought and speech are potent in moulding 
subconscious response. Furthermore, because subcon
sciousness is also the oody-building and body-changing 
power, suggestions of the type here indicated will even
tually make profound a]terations iD physical structure1 so 
that it becomes able to transform into personal activities 
cosmic forces whose very existence is unsuspected by the 
greater number of human beings. 

Complete receptivity is the secret of the most powerful 
manifestati,ons of wilL Receptivity may be increased by 
oontrol of language. Heiein lies the key to all mighty 
works of practical occultism, for, as Bl"pbas Levi says 
truly, "All magic is in the will.11 
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KEY 8: STRENGTH {TETH) 

Teth (Th as in "the" also T value 9l means "snake" sym-
' I f I 

bol of what ha been known among occultists for ages as 
the "serpcnt-power.u Tbits was wha Moses typified by his 
brazen image in the wildernes . It is the astral ligh of 
Elipba Levi, the force designated · Theosophy by the 
te FohaL ·t is cosmic electricity, the universal life
principle, the consci u energy which takes fo · as aU 
things, and builds ev rythiug from within. The control of 
this energy in its subhuman forms, by mental means, is 
the primary secret of practical occultism. 

The serpent also symbolizes secrecy, subtlety and 
wisd m. Thus, in the allegory of Genesis, the tempter is a 
snake, and th devil is called he "old erpent.'' This 
serpent-power is the ource of illusion, and thus the 
"father of lies." Yet, when it · vercome, it becomes the 
instrumentality of salvafon. Again, because the ancients 
observed that serpents ·cast their skin, the snake was 
taken to be a type of :reincarnation, regeneration and 
im..ruortality. 

Taste is the sense, and digestion tbe function, ass"gned 
to 1Cth by Qabalists. Literally, digestion · s "feeding," and 
this recalls the £amiliai serpent biting its ovm tail, which 
we have seen in the p·c ure of the Magician. The serpen
power feeds on itself. That is, it is self-sustaining. Scien
tifically this is correct. The sum~total of th universal con
scious energy remains ever the arne. It enters into various 
form of expression, and these feed on one another. Hence 
the serp ts on the caduceus, or wand of Herme , repre
sent this law of endless transformation and conversion. 

North-Above. the direction assigned to Tcth, is 
represented on the Cube of Space by the upper boundary of 
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the northern face, which is the point of junction between 
that face and the top of the cui:Je. This line connects the 
upper points. of the line North~East and the line North
West. These are the lines corresponding., respectively, to 
Key 4, The Emperor, and Key 1 , Jusf ce. 

The northern face of the cube is represented in Tarot by 
Key 16, The Tower, symbolizing the planet Mars, and the 
fiery activity which ha for its most obvious manifestation 
tbe disintegration of fm-ms. In digestion, he fust step is 
the breaking-up of food by mastication, followed by fur
ther disin egration in the chemistry of he stomach and 
the intcs ines. 

Thls disintegrating activity, under t.he c.onscious seli
cfuection of the mentaJ states typified by Mercury and the 
Magid:m (AboveL is he basis of practical work in occult
ism. Un il one is wise enough to select and digest the 
proper sorts of food, he is not :ready to experiment with the 
higher laws of contro] whic,h enable adepts o perform 
their mighty works. Corresponding to it, based on the 
principle expressed in the Hermetic axiom, ~'As above1 so 
below/' is right se ection and assimilation of mentaL food. 

Leo, the Lion, a fixed sign of fiery quality, is attributed to 
the letter 'Ittb. Leo is ruled by Tbe Sun ~Key 19j. It governs. 
the sides, hack, heart and spinal column. It is the sign 
attributed in I ebtew occultism to the Trilbe of Judah. The 
astrological symbol for Leo Iesembles a serpent, and the 
s · gn, governing the spine, · s thus related to the nerve
currents directed upward 'through the spinal centers in the 
pra.ctice of yoga. In modem astrology Leo is aid to be the 
sign of the exaltation of Neptune !Key 12, The Hanged 
Man). The color assigned to Leo is yellow. Its musica.1 tone 
is E-natu:ral. 

ln telngence of the Secret of all Spiritual Activ! ties. or 
Intelligence of the Seuet of Work.s, is the mode of con
sciousness attributed by Qabalists to 'Ieth. Here it should 
be bome in mind ·hat till activities a.r piritua1, in the 
literalsensc of Sp · r· t, as th cosmic Life-Breath. Part ohhc 
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secret is the law that all forces and ac ivitics wha so :ver 
are transmutations and conversions of the one Conscious 
Energy. Other phases of this Law will be touched upon in 
our analysis of the symbols o.E Key 8. 

Strength, the tiUe of Key 8, is sometimes given as Force, 
and occasionally~ but incorrectly, as Fortiw.de. It is 
courage on1y as courage is derived from consciou 
knowledge of the law typiB.ed by the symbolism. The cor
rect tit1es1 Strength or PoKe, allude to the fiery Life-power 
which is the source of all human action. 

The yellow background of the picture agrees wi tb the 
color attributed to Leo in our scale. In the distance is a 
mountain-peak, like the one shown m Key 6, and having 
the same meanings. In contrast to th urban asp ct of Key 
7, the scene here is an uninhabited plain. It is a plain in a 
valley, suggesting the level of actual exi tence1 bu the 
absence of houses imHcates that th c-Onditions h re are 
those of nature, a part from human artifice. 

The woman's yellow hair identifies her with the Em
press, so that we may understand he to represent creative 
imagination and the subconscious generation of mental 
imagery. Instead of a wreath, she wears a crown of Sowers, 
indicating t at, a the point of development shown by Key 
8, the fo:rces of organic life are neare,r to fruition. 

Over her head is the same horizontalS that hovers over 
the head of the Magician. lt has the same meanings. It fur
ther intimates that something of tbe M%,:rician's quality 
has been transferred to the woman. It indicates the fact 
that subconsciousness receives the impress .of self
conscious mental states,. and is modi£.ed by self-consc'ous 
selectivi y and init'ative. Even as th o , come of the 
digestive processes1 thems lv s governed by subc.on
sciousness, depends on our conscious selection of food1 

and our conscious at ention to the preliminary wo k of 
mastication1 so does the outcome of subconscious opera
tions in general depend for good or ill on the selection and 
direc ion which are the particular business of the self-
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conscious plane of mind- No e, in this connection1 that on 
the Cube of Space the line Nonb-Above is at the top of the 
cube, or a the level of the upper surface, which is assigned 
o Key 1, The Magician. 

The nnomamented white robe of the woman signifies 
pud y, in the strictest sense of that word, which means 
"freedom from mixture." Becaus·e white is the color 
assigned to Ketber, the Crown, which is the uppermost 
cirde on the Qabalistic diagram of the Tree of Life, this 
color, wherever it appears in Tarot symbolism, rebtes to 
the pure spiritual inBuence of the Primal Will. 

Around her waist is a chain of roses, twisted jthougb 
this detail is not very clear .in the picture! so as to form 
another figure 8, and Dr. Waite says the woman leads the 
lion by this chain of Bowers. It signifies artistic adaptation 
(chainl of desire trosesj. When we learn how to weave our 
desires together into a cha.in, rejecting all desires which 
are incompatible with our main purpose, and co-ordinat
ing tho e we do decide upon as fitting to ou.r purpose, we 
hall be able to make wonderful applicatio s of creative 

imagination t the control and directio of the serpent
power. 

The lion, as king of b asts, represents all subhuman 
forces, all subhuman expressions of the cosmic vital elec
tricity. The king stands for all his subjects. His color refers 
to tbe alchemical Red Lion, symbol of Sulphur, purified 
and sublimated by its amalgamation with Mercury. This 
is exactly the · dea hinted at by the attribution of North
A hove to this Key, inasmuch as the alchemical "s u1 phur" 
bas to do with a fiery, electro~magnetic potency common 
to the Sun, mler of Leo, and to Mars ~NorthJ, and this 
potency is directed by se £-consciousness lMe.rcury, 
Abo·veJ . The lion also confirms the attribution of Key 8 to 
Leo. You will remember that some mention of this was 
made in Cha.pter 3. 

The woman tames the lion. In Dr. Waite's version, he 
shuts his mouth. In the B.O.T.A version reproduced here-
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with, as in all the older versions1 sh opens it. This is 
preferable, since "to open the mouth" is to make artic
ulate, to give speech to, and whatever has the power of 
speech is assimilated with humanity and impressed by 
human thought. When we assimilate the hostile, destruc
tive, dangerous, wild forces in nature to the uses of 
mankind, we add to those forces the quality of human 
consciousness. Thus electricity, the flaming thunder-bolt, 
tamed and modified by man is now, as Eliphas Levi pre
dicted, what gives to human speech "a universal reverbera
tion and success." 

The meaning of the picture should now be plain. The 
Grea Secre is be law that subconsciousness · s at aJl 
times in control of every subhuman manifestation of 
cosmic energy. The extent of this control is far greater 
than is usually supposed. Every force in nature, down to 
those of the inorganic mineral kingdom, is within range of 
this subconscious direction. Actually, it is because of this 
that man is able to extend his dominion over the forces of 
his environment, even to the point where he may bring 
into actual manifestation chemical elements which, so far 
as we are able to determine from spectroscopic analysis of 
the tar, exist nowhere but on thi planet. Neptunium 
and plutonium, the elements brought into ac ive mani
fe tation by atomic fission, are truly thought-hom. Their 
genesis began with self-conscious mathematical analysis 
of the properf es of matter. This analysis was then made 
the basis of im..agination and invention. The new elements 
began their existence in man's mind, md became actual 
bings m the external world as the result of mind-directed 

and mind-conceived works of man. Even grea er things 
han these are possible for the adept who has mastered his 

own emotions and desires. 
Subconsciousness always directs the activities of the 

subhuman forces of nature. This is true whether the 
action of those forces be hostile or friendly to man. Sub
consciousness, in tum, is alway amenable to impressions 

107 



The Tarot 

originating at the self-conscious level of mentation. 
Wba t mattel!i1 the~efore, is the kind of pa ttems we set. 

Our mental patterns .a:re determined by self-conscious 
interpretation of experien.c·e. Let obse-rvation and atten ~ 
tion (the Magidanl be faulty, superficial, negative or fear
ful and the :resul ing sequence of subconscious reactions 
is bound to be destructive. Then the spoken wotd and 
unuttered speech of thought I the Chariot} will be vehicles 
f'Or a destructive pattern, and we shallse wild beasts at 
our own vitals. 

Change the pattern, and you change the tesul t. Make it 
accurate1 profoUDd, courageous, positive. Then you tame 
the lion, and he becomes your servant. This, ind·eed, is the 
secret of all spiritual activities, the secret of strength, the 
secret o£ ultimate mastery. Your personal application of 
this secret to your own life will change everything for the 
better. Carry it further, into all yow social r·elations, and 
you will become one of that increasingmumberofbuilder 
oi a new, fre·e world that shall realize the glory of the 
Eternal Splendor of the Limitless. Ligh . 
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Yod jl, L Y, value 10) means he lund of man. It is the open 
hand, in contradistinction to Kaph, the dosed one, which 
follows it in the alphabet. Yod indicates power, means, 
direction; skil1, dexterityi but it is the sign rather of 
tendency, aptitude, inclination, predisposition or pot:ency 
' han of acmaJ activity. In the religious symbolism of the 
world the open hand is everywhe e and at all times a type 
of beneficence, and of the freedom of the Supi"eroe Spirit. 

In the Qabalah, this ~etter has special imponance 
because it is the init ial letter of the Tetragrammaton1 

mvH, and the initial letter also of the word IChiDH, 
Yckh · dah, the term used in the Wisdom of Israel to 
designate the INDIVISIBLE ONE, the Supreme SELF, hav
ing its abode or seat in Kether, tbc Crown, at the top of 
the nee of Life. Qabalists, moreoveT, say that the upper 
point of the letter :refers to Kether, the Pr· ;d Will, while 
the body of be le er represents. the sc cond Sephirah, 
Chokmah or Wisdom. 

The sense of Thuch is that which is attributed to Yod, 
and the same letter, in Qabalah, corresponds to the func:
tion of Coition. in which the sense of touch is par icularly 
active. Esoterically, the letter Yod corresponds to the 
experienc of union with the Sup:reme SELF, the true I AM 
of the cosmo . This experience, intensely 'blissful., is oft n 
compared by occult writers, both ancient and modem1 to 
the intense physical ecstasy of the sex emb1ace. Prudes 
may quarrel with this comparisoo. Let them read he Song 
of Solomon, he mystical poetry of Persian Sufis, or some 
of tlw IDUTatives of Christian mystical ex-perience, and 
they will learn that some of the best minds the human 
race has ever produced have not scrupled o employ 
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intensely ero ic imagery in their endeavors to describe the 
bliss ·of union with the ONJE. 
Nortb~Below ·s the direction attr ibuted by Qabalists to 

Yod. On the Cube of Space · t is the lower boundary of the 
nort hem face, and the northern boundary of the lower 
face. It joins the loweT ends of the vertical lines N ortb~ East 
!tbe EmperorJ and North~West ~Jus iceJ. One reason fo, 
this attribution is that the destruction of error symbolized 
by Key 16 fNorthJ is on.e of the elements of mystic 
exper-ience. Funhermore, that experience depends on cer~ 

ta.in transformations of the Mars-force in the physical 
body1 and these transformations are effected by subcon
sciousness (BelowJ. Again, mystic experience is the 
supreme express 'on o£ subcollScious processes of ruemo:ry 
and associat"on fH.igh Priestess1 BelowJ. When we most 
pe:rfectly remember ourselves we experience this blissful 
merging of per onal consciousness with the u.niv rsal 
The color assigned to Virgo is yellow-green. Its musical 
tone is F'~natural 

Vi l'g"O', the Virgin, a mutable or c~Ill.Illon earthy sign, is 
attributed o be letter Yod. It is ruled by Mercury jKey 1, 
the Magician), and is also the sign in which Mercury is 
exalted. Virgo is dominated, therefore, by self~conscious 
· itiafve, a d represents t e state in which tbe highest 
manifestation of sell-consciousness is experienced. 

This state is what the Bible calls j[he.aven." Therefore 
Jesus sar' d tba.t ill heaven there i neither :marriage, nor giv
ing in marriage1 h ecause 1n the blissful state of union there 
i.s no sen1H:~ ol"othemess_" or separation. This correspond . 
w the idea of vnginity connected: with the sign. In th 
state of consciousness we are now considering, all distiD·c
tions of separate personality, and, consequently_; all dis~ 

tinctions of sex1 are completely obliterated. 
Astrologers say Virgo :rules the intestines, where dlge ~ 

t1on ·s completed, and where the final :selection is made 
between assimilable material and what is rejected as 
waste. In certain fomls o.f occuJ.t practice, concealed und ~r 
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the veils of alchemy, the assimilation of solar energy from 
food by tbe lacteals in the small intestine is tremendously 
increased. 1b this practice we may refer alchemical refer
,ences to the First Matter as • 'virgin's milk/' prepared under 
the regimen of Mercury; to tbe process of putrefaction 
symbolized by a black dragon. ~the convolutions of tbe 
intestines in the darkness of the abdominal cavityl; and to 
the fact that1 in i ts vi ible aspect, the First Matter is a 
thing aCCOUllted by all men to be the vilest thing on earth. 

Inr.elligence of wm is the mode of consciousness attrib
uted to the letter Yo<i S.l.fY the Qabalists: "It prepares all 
ere a ted beings, each mdividuall y,. for the demonstta tion of 
the existence of the primordial glory." Thls demonstration 
is the experience hitherto described. The primordial glory 
is that of the Supreme SELF. 

The word tunslated above as "Will'1 mea.n.s primarily 
11del.ght," and has, for supplementary meanings, "pleasure, 
intent, purpose~ determination." Thus we :lind that all 
descriptions of mystic experience agree that ·tis firs -hand 
knowledge of an ineffable glory1 of an unspeakable bliss, 
and o m intense! y certain and definite, though in com
municable, knowledge of the me:miog and tendency of the 
cosmic life~p:rocess. In this experience the question, 
1'What is this all about?" is settled, once and for all. hl it, 
too, the knowledge that there can be but one Free Will in 
the universe, of which Free Will all things and creatures 
are personal expressions, is a knowledge established 
forever. 

The Hermit is a title r·eferring to a passage in the 
Qab.alah which says: "Yod is above all (symbolizing the 
Father), and with Him is none other associated." A hermi 
lives alone, isolated. The picture shows him alone, stand
ing on a snowy mountain-peak, far above the climbing 
travelers for whom he holds aloft his lantern as a beacon. 

His white bcal"d shows that he is the 11Most Holy 
Ancient One," identified with the Primal Will. Hi.s gray, 
cowl·ed robe suggests another Qabalistic tide for the 
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ONE- "Conceal,ed "th all Concealm.en .'' He ·s the 
Source of all} yet is he also the goal of all endeavor. Every 
practice in occult training aims at the union of personal 
consciousness wi h the Cosmic Will which is the Cause
less Cause of all particular manifestations. 

At 6.r t it may puzzle you to account for the fact that a 
letter assigned to the direction North- e ow bould e 
symbolized by a man standing on a height. Remember the 
axiom, uThat whlch is above is as that which is below." 
Remember also tha such word as cause, source, origin, 
etc., are related to that which is basic, fundamental, and 
therefore at the bottom of things. 

Again, 9, the number of this ey_ is a number of comple
tion, as you learned in Chapter 2; but in the same chapter 
you were told hat this completion is ins parable from, 
and really identical with, the primary Idea which begins 
the process of manifestation. The meaning should be even 
clearer af er you have considered the analogies b tween 9, 
the number of the Hermit, and 0, the number of the Fool. 

The ign which recedes all manifestation is 0, and 9, 
fin figure of e digital series, denotes completion., 
perfection, realization. The only perfect Being must be the 
Ahso ute, and theAbsolut:eisnotonly o!J'hing fthe'Foolj 
bu is als T at w · ch i comp~etely alone I ermit). 
Perfection is prior to, and behind, all manifesta.t"on, yet iL 
is also beyond and above all things. 

9 therefore repre ents the Absolute as the oal of exi -
tence, while 0 typifies the same Absolute a the Source of 
all. Consequently, in Taro . 0 is a youth, looking upwru:d1 in 
the momiDg r ti but 9 is a bearded ancient, looking 
do~ at night. The Hermit and the Fool are two aspects of 
that which is the Foundation j9J of all manifestation. Th 
Hermit is the Ancient One, above all things, yet support
ing all. He precedes everything, aod, when considered in 
that aspect, is forever young ~th-e Pooll; ye He will con· 
tinue when a11 else has passed away, and He is the term of 
all our hopes. 
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He stands in darkness, because what is ebind our p 'I

sonifi.-cations of th Supreme Rear ty · s darkly incom
prehensible to out intellects. The darkness represents also 
the hidden, interior, subconscious field of the Di ine 
Operation. The peak whereon b stand is snow-capped 

ecause to us this Ancient One is an abstraction, cold, and 
far removed from , e warmth of everyday life. Yet h 
himself carries h" s own light, and holds it aloft for the 
benefit o,f those who toil upward toward him. It is the light 
of a golden, six-rayed star, and its interlaced triangles are 
symb Is of union. The six points of the ta.r hint also at 
Virgo, sixth sign in the zodiacal series. 

Altbou h the Hermit seems to be alone, he is really the 
Way-shower, lighting the path for climbing multitudes 
below. He has no need to climb, hence his staff is held in 
his left hand. The staff is one of the implements of the 
Magician, and corresponds to the archetypal world. 

When we reason about it, the Causele Cau seems 
afar off- a cold, isolated abstraction. In truth it i inti
ma ely related to every circumstance in our daily personal 
experience. It is the substance, the powec, the conscious
ness expressed in the least of ow experiences. It is the 
ource of all our per Illlllight and wisdom. It is the objec

tive of all our aspirations. 
The Hermit is the Supreme Will, the cosmic, eternal 

urge to freedom. Union with that will is the highest re ult 
of the operation of the law that subconsciousness 
responds to the initiat:ve and to the :u.ggestions of 
self-consciousness. Only through the working of the sub
con cious body-transforming powers may our bodies 
undergo the subtle chauge which make them fit vehicles 
for union with the Supreme pirit. 

This is why Mercury, ruler of Virgo, is also exalted or 
sublimated in that sign. Mercury is the Magician1 and self
training in right interpretation of experience, in concen
tration, in the manipulation of subconsciousness, i what 
bears fruit finally in uni n with what is pictured here a 
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the Hermit. In this union the sense of personal " elf" is 
lost, and one knows nothin.g but the I AM. Hence occult 
teachings frequently call this experience 11lsolation," 
exactly what the title of Key 9 implies. 

Psychologically, this is the state of being conscious that 
all volition is universal, rather than personal. It includes 
fhst-hand knowledge of the law of the eternal freedom of 
the true SELF. This carries with 't the perception that the 
idea of "personal" will, that is, of will originating in, or 
inhering in, personality, must be an illusion. 

This consciousness, "the demonstta:tion of the exis
tence of the primordial glory," is the basis of the mighty 
works of adepts, the foundation for the miracles which are 
the cvidencecS oi genuine sainthood. Thus, and also be
cause it is consciousness of the true basis of all mani
festation, the Hermit bears tb number which Hebrew oc
cultism associates with ".Basis'' oT "Foundation/' 

This number 9, it should be remarked, i al o the 
number which Qabalists ascribe to e repr ductive 
organs of Adam Qadmon, the Archetypal Man. For all 
a e are agreed that though Intelligence of Will eems to 

be the outcome of personal effort and aspiration, it is 
really the final stage of a work initiated and carried on by 
the Life·power itself. That work, they say, is ,one in which 
the Heavenly Man reproduces himself in the image of the 
earthly. Herein some of our readers may find a clue to the 
inner meaning of the docttine that the Christos i 
••begotten, not made.'' 
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KEY 0: THE WHEEL F FORTUNE (KAPH)1 

Kaph (C1 as m •core," or K, value 20 as a final letter, 5001 
means primarily "a curve/' wh'ch should be remembered 
in connection with the fac that in Tarot a wheel i a:ttribm 
uted to thi letter. Kaph is the hand of the man in he ac of 
grasping. To grasp is to ho ld1 to comprehend, to master. 
What can be grasped mentally ·s intelligible, clear, explicm 
it, positive, definite, precis . These ideas, it will be seen, 
are in sharp con rast to the ineffability and abstractness of 
those which are related to Yod and the Hermit. 

Wealth and Poverty are the pair of oppo ites attribu ed 
to the double letter Ka.ph. These are the extremes of prop
erty, the external signs of one's grasp of circumstances. 

West, the direction a t.r.ib ted o Kaph, is represented on 
the diagram of the Cube of Space by the face nearest the 
obse:rver. At the place of sunse , West symbolizes the com~ 
plet: on o a da-y, or of a cycle of manifestat· on - the closing 
of a circle or round of express · on. Thi' is in agreement 
with the sym hoi of the clos d hand. The close of the day's 
work, with the setting sWl, is related to such ideas as com
pletion, .accomplishment, mastery1 success; and the like. 
F.1·ee Masons will rememb r · hat · e office who -it in the 
West is charged with paying the wa;ges of the worm en. 

Again, it is written, "We twa:rd the cou.rse of empire 
takes its way/' for the acts o human history exemplify the 
principles of cosmic law. Thus~ tao, the Occidental word 
is the world in which practical grasp of material powers · s 
the charact ristic ark o uccess1 in contrast to the 

r1ent1 where a :man's wealth is more likely to be r·eckon d 
in terms hi understanding of thosl.! laws o mental ger
minat' on typified in Tarot by Key 3, The Empress, to 
which the direction East is attrlbu ed. 

119 



The Tarot 

fuplter, the planet attribut·ed to Kaph, roles the zodiacal 
signs Sagittarius (Key 14, Thmperancel and Pisces fKey 18, 
The Moonj. Jupiter ·s also ·exalted in Cancer (Key 7, The 
Chariot, wherein this planet's influence is symbolized by 
the wheelsJ. Jupitet" is called the 11Lord of FortUDe/' or the 
ucrea.ter Fortune," in •contrast to Venus (The Empress), 
whom astrologers denominate the r.Lesset" Fortune!1

' In 
astro ogy Jupiter signifies bankers, judges and theologian 
or religious dignitaries - that is, men w bo bave a firm 
grasp on the comprehensive, lucid statement of ideas, and 
knowledge of the application of ideas in the admin· stla
tion of practical affairs. Jupiter its said to govern he cir
culation of the blood, and circular motion generally. 
The coloi assigned to · his planet .in our scale is violet. The 
musical tone corresponding is B-flat or A-sharpe 

Intelligence of Conciliation, or Rewaxding Intelligence 
o/ Those "'-ho Seek, ·.s the Qabalist' c name for the mode of 
consciousness attributed to the letter Kaph. Conciliatioll 
·s the adjustment of differences, the establishment of har
mony and order, and thus is distinc ly ]upiteriam. This 
mode of consciousness is what brings perception of the 
law which fulfils the promise, 11 Seek, and ye shall nnd/' 
Conciliation implies. concord, agreement, sympa by, 
peace, amity, ttamquility. The law here shown is that 
whi.ch reconciles apparent differences, that which enable 
us to harmonize the elements of existence, that which 
leads to the winning ·over oi seemingly anta.gorustic force , 
that which conduces o peace and prosperity. 

The title of Key 10, The tvheel of Fortune, combine the 
ideas of rotation, cyclicity, sequence, whirling motion, 
simuha:neous ascen and descent (evolution and involu
tionL and so on, with the ideas of fortune, destiny, chance, 
tate, n cessity, probability, and th.e like. Occult teaching 
.emphatically asserts that what seems to be chance 
whether absence of purpose or absence of design - is really 
he working of unalterable law. The rotation of circum

stance appears to be ace· den tal, but is not real I y so. 
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Every effect is the consequence of preceding caus.es, and 
the better we giasp this law of sequence and cydilcity, the 
greater our command over subsequent events. There is 
periodicity in c.verythlng. 

he affairs of men, and those of nations, have a rhythm, 
a regularityr a steadiness of beat which enables the wise to 
read the meaning of the present in the history of the past, 
and makes it possible to forecast the events of the futme 
from close exruninatiton of present tendencies. The wheel, 
moremrer, is a sy , bol of progress, advancement, improve
ment, and so represents the march of cultweJ civilization, 
and amelioration whlch1 in occultism, is call d the Great 
Work. 

The design of the tenth major trump, in this version of 
Tarot and in the Rider pack, is adapted from E1iphas Levi's 
diagram of r.he Wheel of Ezekiel, in hi . RituCJl of the 
Sa:uctum Regnum. A the comers of the card, seated on 
clouds, are the mystic .. al animals mentioned in Ezekiel 
1:10 and in Revelation 4:7. They correspond to the fixed 
signs of the zodiac: the bull to Taurus; he lion to Leo; the 
eagle to Scorpio; the man to Aquarius. The numbers of 
these signs .in the zodiacal series are 2j 5, 8 and 11, adding 
to 26, the number of IHVH. In this name, I i - :represented 
by the lion, the first H by the eagle; the V by the man1 and 
the final H by the bull. Thus the 11living creatures" :ypify 
the fixed, eternal modes of the One Reality, which, so to 
say, :remain permanem in contrast to the ilux md reBux 
symbolized by the turning wheel. That which was, is, and 
shall be remains ever the same in itself, and the whole 
sequence and rotation of events goes on within it. 

The wheel is the symbol of the whole cycle of cosmic 
eXJlression, and is also an emhlcm of any par icular series 
of events. ts center, or pivot, is the archetypal world; the 
innei circle is the Cieative wodd, the middle circle the for
mat"vc world, and the outer c· cle the material wo ld. T e 
eight spokes are like the eight-pointed star, in Key 17, and 
repiesent the universal radiant energy. This central circle 
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is the same as the symbol of the Life-Breath, ten times 
repeated on the dress of the Pool. 

On the spokes of the wheel in the circle representing the 
formative world are the alchemical symbols of mercury 
Iabove), sulphur (to the right), and salt Ito the Left). These 
rorrespond to the three gunos of )'O&JI philosophy: sanva 
(mercury), rajas (sulphur) and ramas (salt ). At the bottOm 
of the same circle Is one of the alchemical symbols for 
dissolution, idcnucal with the astrologacal symbol for 
Aquarius. Mercury is ronseiousness, sulphur is passion 
and activity, salt is ~gnorance and inerlia. Dissolution as 
s.ud to be the fundamental process of the Great Work. 

A yeUow serpent, Its wavy mOV'Cment 5U88esting vibra
uon, and its color that which is assigned to Light, to the 
planet Mercury (Key I, Tbe Magtclan) and to the sign Lro 
(Key 8, Strength)ln one of the ancient occult color-scales, 
descends on the left side of the wheel. Its descent 
represents the involution of the cosmic radiant energy 
into the conditions of name and form. It is the serpent· 
power represented by the lener 'Il:th, and so connected 
with the sign Leo and Key 8. It is also the force which 
descends through the Magicia.n to has g:uden, and this 
force bears the message or impulse of the cosmic will. 

Hermanubis (Henoes-Anubis), jock.nl-be.aded Egyptian 
god, rises on the right side of the wheel, lo represent the 
evolution of consciousness from lower to higher forms. 
His jackal's bead represents intellectuality. His red color 
typifies desire and 1ctiviry. He symbolizes the average 
level of our present human development of consciousness. 
Beyond and above him is a segment of the wheel wluch 
only a few humans being have, as yet, traversed 

The sphinx typiAes the real Self of man, behind the veil 
of pcrsooaliry. IL Is known by the unfoldment of Inner 
senses corresponding to the outer ones. When this unfold· 
ment comes, we become aware of the One Thing wh1ch 
transcends personality. This One Thin& Ill the propounder 
of the riddles of existence. h rem••ns motionless while 
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the wheel tums Its blue color relates It to memory, the 
basic function of subconsciousness, as if to emphasize 
the idea thnt the highest self-knowledge is really self
recollection 

On the wheel, 10 the circle representing the material 
world, an: the letters TARO counterchanged with the 
Hebrew letters spelling IHVH In Hebrew values, the let
ters of TARO m•ke the number 671, important in Qabalab 
as the number of certain titles of Malkuth, the Kingdom. 
As the value of IHVH is 26, the total numeration of the 
eightleners on the wheel is 697, and the digits of 697 add 
to 22, a number associated with the circle or wheel from 
time immemorial, tnd the numbers of letters in the 
Hebrew alphabet, symboliZed by the major trumps of 
Tarot. 

By transposition, the letters of TARO may be arranged to 
make the following five words: ROTA TARO ORAT TORA 
ATOR. "A tor" is o.n old Latin form of the name of the Egyp
tian goddess Hathor. Thus this rather barbarous Latin 
sentence may be translated, "The Wheel of Tarot spealcs 
the Law of Hatbor (the Law of Nature)." 

Psychologically, this Tuot Key refers to the law of 
perlodiciry in mental nctiviry, whereby mental states have 
a tendency to recur In de6.nitc rhythms. It is the law, also, 
of the involution of undifferentiated conscious energy, and 
Its evolution through a series of personalized forms of 
Itself. Finally, the Wheel of Fortune Is the Tarot symbol o£ 
the law of cause and consequence which enables us to be 
certain of reaping what we have sown. 
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KEY 11: JUSTICE (LAMEDj 

Lamed IL, value 30) mems, as a verb, .,to te.ach1 to 
instruct." As a noun, idenf cal with the Hebrew le t r
name, Lamed signifies "an ox~goad!' Since the ox, in his 
alpbabet1 is Aleph, Lamed stands for hat which urges and 
guides the manifestation o the cosrui power represent d 
in Tarot by the Fool. 

Now, this osmic power is all-pervading and all-embrac
ing. Consequently, there can h no other power, outside "t, 
to set it in mot" on and direct 'ts com e. We must under
stand, then, that the letter Lamed stands for something 
within he Life-power. It repr sents an inwar mge or 
dr"·ve, and an inward capacity for self-diTection. 

In The Book of Formation the spec'al function assigned 
to Lamed i Work ·Or Actio.n. This is also the basic meaning 
of the Sanskrit erm Karma. 
North~West is the d'rection propedy belonging to 

Lamed. In the first ed"tion of his book, i w s incorrectly 
given as S ut · -West, as in ome versions of The Book of 
Formation, but subsequen resea~ch and comparison of 
ancient texts has shown he inaccuracy o his a tribution. 
The line North-West on the Cube of Space is the vert' cal 
1' ne at the junction of the north and west sides of th cube. 
Th upper point of this line ·s he comer at which the 
lines N l'th-Above and West-Above are ·joined. The ower 
point of this line is the c<~mer at which the lines North
Below and West-Below are joined. The fiery, exciting 
natur of the planet Ma.rs1 connected with he nor h side 
of the Cube of Space, is thus combined in this attribution 
w'th the expansive and rotary quality associated with 
Jupiter. See Keys 16 and 10 for the Tarot symbolism. 

Libra, the Scales, is a c.a:rdinal1 airy sign. It is ruled by 
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Venus jKey 3, The Empress), and is the sign in which 
atum {Key 21, The Word} i exalted. Om subconsci us 

deductions f!' m experience are he s eds of Karma., and 
ar actually the basis of all our activities. rom them we 
gain instruction and know ledge. urthermore, the highest 
manifestation o the restrictive, concre e, definitive power 
of Saturn is brought about through the operation of the 
law symbolized by Key ll. 

Libra governs the kidneys, loins and lumbar region of 
the spine. Astrologers say that Librans love justice1 order 
and harmony. Their Venus· an quality is shown 1 y their 
love o · beauty and culture. They are said to hav keen 
sense of comparison, foresight, and acute perceptions. 
The Libran color i green. The corresponding musical tone 
is F-sharp or -fiat. 

Paithfull1telligence is the special m de of conscious
ness attribut d by Qabali t to the le er Lamed. The 
Hebrew for "faithful" · s AMN, Amen, which we say as a 
confirmatory exp ession at the end of prayers. T ·sword i 
closely related to the Sanskrit AUM, or m, and to th 
name of the Egyptian god Amun, often written Amen. In 
the Qabalah we ar to d t at "spiritual virtues are 
deposited in the Faithful Inte ligence, and augment 
th rein.' H re is the v ry idea o the ripening of perception 
and interpretation into motiv ~s for a tion, so familiar t 
occult· sts as a fundamental meaning of Karma. 

Tu.stice, the title ,of Key 1· , signifies he active admin 
istration of law. It al o makes us think of balance, poi c, 
,exactitude, accuracy, impartiality, equity, and the bke. 

The central figure of the design is a conven ional p 
oniftcation of Justice, bu sh wears no blindfold. c 

y llow hair, like that of the Empress, identifies her as 
Venus. So does he green cape, because in our color-seal ·, 
green is attributed to Venus. We may identify er also with 
the woman who tames the red lion in Key 8, and it shouJd 
be remembered that, in th exoteric Tarot, Key 8 i Ju tic 
and Key 1 is Strength. Thi lind does not islead thos · 
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who know the attributions of the signs o the zodiac co th 
letters of the alphAbet. Ju t why it was employed a.t all may 
be d · fficult o understand now. Yet it does serve to empha
size the fact that Keys 8 and 11 represent two aspects of the 
operation of a single power, which power is the creative 
imaginati n symbolized by he Em ress. 

In tb ~ B:O.T.A. vers ·on, the woman's chess has an orna
mental collar, displaying a. blue-violet T-cross. This, by 
shape and color, refers to tb exaltation of Sat rn in Lilbra. 
So does the T-cr ss which is the h · t of the uplifted sword. 

The red robe is the color of Mars, complement of the 
green of Venus. The Greek myth cone ming the clan
destine love-affair o£ Mar and Venus intimates that action 
!Mars) and imagination {Venus} are always related. Mat: 
rul the tonicity of the mus lcs. C scquently all wo k 
or cti n, th function attributed in Qabalah to Libra, 
depends on this Mars f rce in the muscles. 

Un meath the re robe, showing at the sleeves, is a 
blue undergarment. This is the color of the High Priestess, 
and h r number, 2, r sults from adding the digits of 11, the 

u be f Justice. For all imagination i as d n 
memory. 

In the Rid r pack, Justice wears a cmwn, showing three 
turret , and ornamented with a square jewel. he three 
turrets and the four sides of the square give the nu ber 7, 
the Qabal' stic number of the Sphere of Venus on he nee 
of Life. In the B. . .A. ver ion the square is white, and con
tains a red circle. Since 22 is the conventional arithmet ·cal 
symbol for any eire 'e, and a square stands for 4, the two 
together1 like the Masonic square and compass, represent 
the number 26, which is the value of the divine name 
lliVH IJehovahJ. 

The golden scales in th voman's left hand are a subtle 
hint that s lar energy, or light, for which th ancient sym
bol i gold, may be used ns an instrument whereby to 

weigh· and measure act' on. This fact was well known t 
occultists in the day Tarot was invented, and modern 
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science confirms tlbis by making the speed of Hght, and 
also its mass, the b11sis for calculations which demon
strate the elecnical ruu:.me of all so~caHed ' jmaue .'' These 
same calcu]ations have led to the discovery of atomic 
fission, which will undoub .edly bring about the r-~olu~ 
tion of chemical and physical scienoe predicted in 1859 by 
El'phas Levi. This discovery will also give the whole 
human race new standards of action1 and will m.ake possi
ble in the affairs of men a closer approximation to ideal 
jnstice. 

Tbe yellow background refers to the element of air1 

since Libra is an airy sign. Violetj. the color of the curtains, 
is t ·efened to J up her and the Wheel of Fortune, to su ges t 
that t e veils of mec mism (Key 10)1 conceal &om he 
uninitiated that the whole universe is permea edl by the 
Life-Breath of Spirit, symbolized by yellow. 

The throne O·£ the woman has alsor stretched between 'ts 
two pillars, a violet veil. Pillars and veil are reflections of 
the ideas suggested by similar symbols m. the picture of 
the High Priestess. 

The sword is of steel, a metal attributed to Mars. tis an 
indication bat all action des roys as well as builds. W 
may t.ak.e it, likewis·e to represent the elimination of all 
waste and hesitancy from wisely direc ed action, and to be 
a reference to the idea of discrimination represen · ,ed by 
Zain, the sword, in the Hebrew alphabet and by Key 6 of 
Tarot. 

The gene1al meaning of Key 11 is tha educ.a 'on (ox
goadl ha.s equilibration Ior .it s aim. It requi:res1 therefor·e1 

the limination ,of 11seless, ontwom forms (s.word1• and 
at 1ibution of Vbra to the kidneys). Educafon is com
pleted by action and work. Mere y hearing the word, or 
reading it1 is not Frue ducation. Action is required1 and 
action is motivated by subconsc"ous re ponse to self~ 

conscious observation and concentration. 
Psychologically, his pictur illustrates tht= L w of poise 

and self~,direction. A balanced personality is faithful, con-
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stant and confident, because right use of reason has 
established eudw:ingcertaincy s o h justo tcom o£ all 
activities. For a practical occllitist thi cru-d sigoi es: 
(II Your illy know only when you have a.cted; j2J Equili
bration, mental and physical, demands the elimination of 
waste, the g tting rid of /jexcess bagga.ge.'1 
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KEY 12: THE HANGED MAN IMEMJ 

Mem (M, value 40. Value as :final letter in a word, 600). 
This is th second of th three moth r 1 tt rs of the 
Hebrew ruphabet. Its name means literally ~·seas," but, like 
many plurals in Hebrew; it designates a general idea1 'n 
th"s instance, 11 Water!' In this connection, we may note 
that alchemists call watet r'the mother, s ed, and root of 
ill m.ine:rals.'1 

Inanc··cntbooksne'the direc 'onno planetisass·gned 
to this letter. In the Cub of Space1. howi.!Vt:I1 it corresponds 
to the inner axis of the cube connecting the cent r of the 
eastern face wit the cente of tbe western £ace. Moreove, 
the final form of the letter Mem shares w "th the letter Tav 
th attribution to the innermost center of the Cube of 
Space, and to this, attributionpait o£ the symbo ism of Key 
12 refers. In modem astrology,. how :vc:r, N eptun•c cone-
ponds to M m. The color assigned to this planet is pal -

bluet and the corresponding musi al t! ne is G-sha.rp or 
A~fia:t. 

Wat-er. the element r present d by Mem, is the first mir
ror. Water reflects i(ua -es up ide~down, and thls idea is 
carried out by the symbolism and title of: Key 12, which's 
a symbol o II flee ed life, of lli in ima.g , of lil in the 
form taken by the occult '•water/' or C() mic sub tance. 

Han,ged Man, the title1 means occult y, ••suspended 
mind/~ b cause ••man" and .,m.ind" are from the same Sans
bit root, and this fact was known to the occultists who in
vented Tarot. The title refers also to the utter dependence 
O· human p tsonali y upon he cosmic life. 

In the Rider pack the youth hangs from a "f:.cross, but it 
is a cmss of living wood, to symbolize the cosmic life. It 
also· represent the letter Tav, and in the B. .T.A. Tarot the 
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gallows kom which the Hanged Man is suspended is 
shaped like a Hebrew Tav1 as it: is in all versions of this Key 
xcept the Rider pack. 
In 1918 I received from an occult c.ouesponden t the 

following ,explanation ·of the Hanged Man: 
"The co::nect geometrical figure concealed by the 

Hanged Man is a cross, surmounting a water triangle. It 
signifies the multiplication o£ the tetrad by the triad. This 
is the number 12.. The dloor1 DalethJ i the v:ehide of the 
tet:Iad1 for it is the Great Womb also; and the head o£ the 
Hanged Man reflected therein is the LVX, in manifestaf on 
as the Logos. He is Osiris,. Sacrifice, and Yod-Heh-Shin
Vav-Heh, Yeheshua.'1 

This is explanation enough for an advanced occultist1 

but requires som,e elaboration tor the purposes of this 
book. It is evident that the legs o the Hanged Man form a 
cross, and that lines dralom. hom his elbow to tb,e p int 
iormed by his hair will form the sides o.f .a reversed trian,gle 
having his arms, fo,r its base. 

The cross is be number 4, and the triangle is the 
number 3. The multiplication of these two numbers 
r,esults in 12, wh- ch, b cause it is th number of signs in 
the zodia:e, r·epresents a complete cycle of manifestation. 

The inverted triangle is on.e of the ancient ways of 
writing the letter Da1eth, which con, .sponds to the 
Empress, numb I! d 3 in Tam _ She is what Hindus call 
P alcriti, the Great Womb of cosmic substance, the 
genera trix of an forms. 

By a similar numerical correspondencer the crossed legs 
o£ be Hanged Man may be taken to represent the Emperor, 
since they indicate the uumbet 4. Thus th y ar rec.i, h 
color oi act" on, and <lllso the color of fire, the particuLrr 
qu.ality of the sign Aries_ typified by the Emperor. 

The upper gument of the Hanged Man is blue, co,Ior of 
water, and of the robe f the High Priestess~ symbol of th 
:universal mind-stuff. I has two Jlockets shap d like 
crescents, and ~colored! silver. 'Thn silvl!. buttons refel' to the 
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ten Sephiroth by their number, and by their ma er".al sug
gest that ma.nifes ed life is a reHection of tbe One Life. 

The bel and the braid down the front of the Hanged 
Man1s jac~et form a cross, and the edging of his collar is so 
drawn that il we could see it all it would form a circle. 
Thus t.his pan of the Hanged Man's dress forms a:n inverted 
Venus symbol. 

uThe head of the Hanged Man. __ is LVX1 in manifesta
tion as the Logost eaus that h"s head, by · s white hair, 
suggests identity with the Emperor and the Hermit. He is 
the Ancient of Days, reflect d into the incarnate life of per
sonality .. ' ne of the old occult names for the One Life is 
LVX, which is Latin fur uLi.ght," and this word is also an 
occult reference to the Hebrew name •'Adouai/' or uLo,rd/' 
fo the nume:ral values of the letters L, V and X in Roman 
nume::rals are, respect'vely, 50, 5 and 10. Their sum is 651 

the numera ·on. of the Hebrew name ADNI, Adonai, Lord_ 
The One Light is the Wo1d which is made 6esh, and is 
then :represen ed by the eso,t,eric Hebrew spelling of 
the name Jesus~ i.e.: IHShVH, Yod-Heh-Shin-Vav-Heh, 
Yeheshna, b cause Jesus was named after t e Hebrew 
h ro1 Joshua. 

These1 however1 are meanings of the pi·cture which wil.l 
not be likely to seem as important as they really are until 
he stndent has made considerable advance along he 

occillt path. Fo tunatdy, thee are other meanings, ess 
withdrawn from ordinary ways of thinking, but by no 
means 1 ss important. To these we shall devote tbe rest of 
this chapter. 

Here is a man turned upside down1 inverted, in a. posi
tion contrary to that in which we find m st people. Tradi
tion says, by the way1 that St. Peter was crucified in this 
position, and the tradition may have more than a hint for 
us, when combined with the idea that Peter is the '•mck of 
foundation." or the basis of the occult approach to life1 

the fuunda ·on of the everyday practice of a person who 
Hves the Uf of obedienc to esoter· c law1 is the .rev rsal of 
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the more usual ways of thinking, spealting and 'doing. 
Hence Jacob Boehm said, you may rem~mber, that the 
great secret is rjto walk in all things contrary to tbe wodd .. " 

The same idea is represented by tb.e garments of the 
Hanged Man. His legs are red, color of fire, and his jacket is 
b1ue1 color of water. These elements are as ·opposite as 
light and darkness, as contrary as black and white. Thus 
opposition is plainly symbolized by the clothes, as well as 
by the position of the figure. 

This d e not mean outspoken antagooism to others. 
On the contrary, such a spirit is precisely the way of the 
world which occu '.tists endeavor to avoid. Hence this p'c
ture is associated with the l•etter Mem, of which Qabalists 
say, '~Mem is mute, like water.'1 Silent, unostentatious 
rev. rs<U of one's own way of life, combined vit pe ect 
tolerance of the ways of other people, is the method of the 
practical occult· st -

In what, then1 does · 'he reversa consis ? Primarily, in a 
reversal of thought, in a point-of-vi•ew which is ~us the 
opposite to• that accept d by most persons. At first there 
may seem o be no practical advantage in this, but just 
consider. One need only look about him ·to see that most 
people are sick, that most peopl~ are in trouble, that most 
peopl•e cannot get along with them elves or the world. 
Does it not become evident, then, that most people are in 
trouble because th yhav somehow put the cart before the 
horse in their practice of life? 

In this scientific age we know that everything is an 
express" on of the working of the law of cause and effect. s 
it not plain, therefore, that the miseT:i.es a.fiLicting most 
people are the result ·of their negative u eo the law? or 
every moment ·of a human i.lie is some special a:pplicad n 
of the law, and the outcome depends wholly on whether 
he application be positive orne.- ative. 

PT ct" cal psyc· ology shows us the potency of id ea:s. It 
demonstrates conclusively the truth that thoughts are h 
seeds of speech and action1 that interpretations are th 
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pat ems for exper"ence1 th•U what happens to us is what 
w ha:ve selected, whether the selection be oonsc·ou.s and 
in ten ional, or unconscious and unpr meditat d. Tbus1 in 
prac ical psychology, tbe emphasis ·s upon the impo1-
tance of a changed view-po"nt, and this change is no less 
than a total rev rsal. 

Every idea we considered in om study o.f Key 11 points to 
the central theme of the Hanged Man. This is that every 
human personality is comp etely dependent upon the All, 
here symbolized by the tree. As soon as this truth is real
ized, tbe only logical and ·ensible course of conduct is a 
complete self-surrender. This surrender begins in the 
mind. It is the submission of the personal consciousness 
to· the direction of the Uni versa! Mind. That submission · s 
fo eshadowed even in the pictme of the Magician, who 
derives all his power from above. Until we know that of 
O·urselves we can do nothing, we shall neve:r attain to 
adeptship. The greater he adept, the more complete his 
personal seU-surrendez. 

Para.do·xically, this total submission of the perso·1allife 
to Life Itself akes us intense y p sitive in relation to 
other persons, and in relation to the condif ons of our 
environment. Nobody who follows this course ever 
becomes a: human door-mat. Consciousness of the sup
port of something transcending mere personal human 
pow-er always results in positive mental att"tudes. In the 
face of some of the appearances confronting us as we go 
throu.gh life, we need something more than just ·~our" per
sonal ene:rg · es to carry us through. In orde1 to bave courage 
and persistence in spite of seeming disappointments and 
difficulties we must know oms lves to b v hides of 
a power to whkh nothing can be an insurmountable 
obstacle. 

The mental attitude suggestt:d by the Hanged Man, 
then, · "N o·t my will, but thine.'' This is ever the po ition 
of the· adept, as, indeed, it: is the position of ·every person 
who works in any field of applied science. It ism attitude 
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born of the knowledge that 11my will11 ·s an illusive, per
sonal thing which is but the re:B.ection1 or mask, of .,Thy 
Will/' the real Wil 1

1 which is the purpose or motive of the 
cosmic Life-a. Will absolutely fme, and certain to be 
realized. 

This thought does not imply that he Universal Will 
visits afB.iction, disease and poverty upon us. It does not 
mean that we must be resigned to our troubles1 like dumb 
bea.sts, malting no complaint when they are beaten. 1· 
means that in sp · e of appearanc,es the cosmic Will wo ks 
always toward good~ that the univetsal Will-to-good can
not possibly be defeated. t means that personality is 
known for what it is, a partial expression of the All, and 
tha. :in cons~equ.ence ou personal nofons of wba is best 
for us may oft1en be mistaken. Our nofoos of tbe ways in 
which good is coming to us frequently faU sho t of being 
adequate anf cipa.tions of t e blessings ahead. Thus, so 
long as we continue to make false interpretations1 tht:: 
in xorabi~ la:.ws of the oosmos work out those in erpret ~ 

tions in pain-bringing fo ms. 
Yet pain i self is friendly, because it i educative. Suffer~ 

ing1 pov rty, dis ease, inbarmony and death all have their 
lessons for llS. These a_re the guals hat prod the race on
waro in its search fur truth. We do not fully understand 
why this is the m~ethod, but we can see that the very fact ·of 
manifested! existence necessitates emporary limi tations1 

with suffering as an inevitable consequence of such 
limitations. One do s. not need to be at philosopher ~ I 

know that civit"zat:iou is the Iesult ·of human eacfon 
against pain~ the consequence of the human quest for way 
to overcome limitation. Disease teaches us the laws o 
health, friction~ in human relationsb 'p:s goad us into lh · 
discovery of the secret of harmony, and the wise declar · 
that in the mystery of deuh lies hidden the secret o 
immortality. 

Thoughts like these are tbe exact reverse of whac mos 
persons think. Practices in mind-control and body-dire 
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tion such as ar taught by psychologists and occultists are 
laughed jlt by the world, and peopl who take them seri
ously are jeered at as men upside-down .. Yet t e world's 
ridicule should be the best evidence tha the occultists are 
right. For the world is sick unto death, writhing in pain, 
hag- idden hy war, pestilence and faminei but the wise 
hav found the way of health1 of happiness md pe.a.ce. 
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KEY 13: DEATH (NUNI 

Nun (N, value SO; as. a final letter, 700J is pronouD:ced 
r~noon,'' and as a noun means ufish." As a verb,, bl!ca . e fish 
are unusually prolific, it means ••to sprout, to grow." The 
essentia "dea is fert."li y, fecundity, produc iveness, 
generative power, and these ideas are bound up in thought 
aud language with such words as cause, origin, s.ource, 
mainspring, groundwork, leaven, and tbe li~e. 

Motion is the function attribute-d by Qabalists to Nun, 
and the Hebrew word fo:r it has the primary meaning of 11to 
walk." From this are deri ve.d a great variety of other mean
in -s such as to travel, to grow, to d part, to pass away, to 
whirl, to sa'l away, and so on. Al motion is chang.e, 
transformation, modification,. variation. Thus, by link~ 
ing up these ideas with th thought of found t ",on or 
groundwork implied by the meanings f the letter Nun, 
we arrive at the conception that change :is the basis of 
manifestation. 

South-West i the diiection assit,-ned to Nun in The 
Book of Formation. On the Cube of Space this is the ver
ti alline at the right of the we.stem face of the cube. It is 
the line uniting the western and southern faces. In rela
tion to Taro 1 the direction West is assigned to Key 101 The 
Wheel of Fo tune, md Sou h is the dire,c ·on corresp d
ing to Key 19, The Sun. West relates also to the planet 
Jupiter, which govem:s all :rotation and circular movement. 
The river in Key 13 'sa symbol ·of this1 for any· iver is part 
of the cycle of transformations affecting the element 
of water, which rises .&om the sea to become clouds, 
des c'c:Qds as rain, and the flows back o the sea through 
various watercourses •. Souch relates to the Sun1 and in the 
background of Key 13 a risiu sun is shown. 
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Scorpio. a .fixed, watery sign, is as igned to Nun. Scorpio 
i ruled by Ma..rs (Key 16, TI1e Thwerl, and is said by modem 
astroLogers to be the sign of exaltation o£ Uranus {Key 0, 
The Fool) . Scorpio g vems e sex-organs, and is therefore 
clo ely as ocia cd with rep oduction. It is, mor over, couQ 
nected with the eighth house of the horo ~ cope, which is 
ca:ll d the hous• of death. hus this sign is directly con
nected with the t' le of Key 13. The corresponding color is 
b1 ue-green. Th,e musical tone is G-narural. 

lmn!,l':inarJ.ve Intelligence is the mode of consciousness 
attributed o the letter Nun. Qabalists say: 11It is the 
ground of similarity in the likeness of beings.'' hat is, it is 
the basis of the resemblances which are transmitted 
through the reproductive functi n. The c o·ce of the 
adjective "imaginative'' is in accordance with the doctrine 
of Ag.eless Wisdom hat ca sation is mental. All changes 
are primarily changes in mental imagery. hange he 
image, and ulfmate y the ,external form will chan,ge. 

Death, the tide, is~ as we have said, obviously related to, 
the astrological meaning of Nun. The Bible says death · s 
the last enemy to be overcome. But how? "Overcome evil 
with good. Love your enem·es!' In these two briefs n
tences is th whole secret. 

The forces of chan e whic result in physical death arc 
injmical only because we misunderstand and fear them. 
They are forces connected with reproduction, and by ig t 
us of imagination they may be tamed and transformed, so 
that they can be tilized for indefinite prolonga ion of 
physical existence. Death, l~e every other event in human 
life, is a marufestation of law. Wh·en w undeTStand he law 
we can direct the forces of change so as ·oo o~ rcome death. 
Yet understanding never will be ours until fear, not only of 
dying, bu of death itself, has be n >Vercome by right 
knowledge, and by right interpretation of the phenomena 
of phy icatl disso ution. 

The symbo · sm in the Rider pack is Dr. Waite1S personal 
variation from the older versio . din some · espects, 
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it has one major defect. Before the skeleton rider on the 
pale horse, among the figures about to fall, is a prelate, 
wearing a sh- ead i e. ~ · s · s a re erence o the 
religious dispensation peculiar to the Piscean Age. As this 
passes away, so will pass away also the notion as to the 
·tatus of women and children character·,stic of the p· cean 
Age. 

This is perfectly true, but Tarot was not invented for the 
Piscea.n Age only, and to limit the operation of the law pic~ 
tured by Key '3 o this one period of human history · s to 
obscure the fact tha Key 13 symbolizes something which 
is at work in every age. 

The B.O.T.A version, like that shown in older packs, 
shows a keleton witb a scythe, reaping living hands, f e 
and heads, which protrude from the ground. Behind him is 
a river, and in th background a rising sun. The river 
m iVes fr m n rth-west to s u.tb-east, and tbereaper wa k 
in the same direction. One of the heads is ma1.e, and wears 
· crown, the o her female and uncrowned. On the south 
side of the picture i a bush bearin~ a ingle white ro e. 
The ky in the background ·,s red. 

The skeleton is the basis, or essential thing, in all mo -
ments of the human body. Similarly, · hange r tran for
mation-particularly the transformations connected with 
repr due ion- is the fram work w · ch ppo ts he 
whole body of phenom nal existen e. Thu Dr. Waite 
says: • 1 he v . il or mask of life is perpetuated in ·change, 
transformation a · d passage from lower to higher." Note 
hits use of the ve:rb "perpetuated." The let ·er-name Nun, as 
a proper n un, as when w read that Joshua wa . the son of 
Nun, signifies ''perpetuity." In this connection, note that 
Josh a, Moses' successor, was the grea hero of Israel, after 
whom Jesus was named. There is, moreov r, an under
lying correspondence between the pr per name un and 
th nam Jo eph . F r Nun has growth and devel pment for 
its basic m aning, and Jos ph signifies multiplication. 
Hence, in Jacolis bles in,g, recorded in the £ rty-ninth 
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chapter of Genesis, we read: "Joseph is a (rujtfuJ bough, 
even a fnmfuJ bough by a well; whose branches run over 
the wall." 

The DJIJIIe Joshua means literally, "Jab liberates.'' The 
djvine name Jab is used in the pass83e £rom the sixty
eighth Psalm which runs: "Sing unto God, sing pnuses to 
his name: extol him that ridcth upon the heavens by his 
name JAH, aod rejoice before hlm." Qabalists ascribe this 
divine name to Chokmah, or Wisdom, the second aspect 
of Deity. Chokmnh, they say, is also the Sphere of the 
Zodiac, or Maslotb, "tbc bigbways o( tbc stars." He tbat 
"ridetb upon the heavens" is the Divine Wisdom which 
finds expression In the astronomical o rder of which our 
solar system Is but a smaJl pan. Consequently, Joshua or 
"Jab liberates:• reaJly means that the entire cosmjc o:rdc:r is 
fundamentaJly libc:rorive. It bas an uresiStible tendency 
toward the manifestation of heedom. 

ln the human heart, tbjs tendency is a continual urge. It 
is the basic motivation of every oormoJ person. We hunger 
aod thirst for Uberty. For &eedom we sac.riAce everything 
else; and il we are ignorant, we believe we can attain 
freedom for ourselves by enslaving others. Yet the Ignorant 
and the wise nrc basically the sn.me, because the realiza
tion of perfect freedom Is the common ideal of oil men. 

'Ib wbot we odopt liS an ideal, to tbot we give homage. It 
is the object of our worship. 'Ib it we bow the knee. Thus, 
when it Is written, "At the name of Jesus every knee shal l 
bow," we should not suppose it to be a prophecy of a time 
when all men will be nominal, exoteric Christians. The 
name Jesus is just another way of saying the name Joshua, 
and to the ideal of human liberty indicated by the lunda· 
mentoJ meaning of that on.me, to the wisdom which 
declares the whole cosmjc order to be a process malung for 
freedom, every bean responds. 

What Ageless Wisdom always bas declared is that every
thing works together for freedom and for good, to them 
that love God. Modem science begins to confirm tllis 

148 

Key 13: Death (Nun) 

ancient intuition by showing us that no force or law of the 
universe IS 1nim1cal to man, or an obstacle to his freedom. 
1b love God is not to go into silly ecstasies of emotional 
adoration for a personal Deity. Love IS the fruu of under
standing; and when we understand that the One Life 
which finds expression in the order of the heavens of 
which our world-system is a pan is a Life working always 
toward the liberation of manJUod, we advance from the 
fear of the Lord which is only the beginning of wisdom 
imo the recognition of the perfect beauty of the order of 
wbich we ore a port. This perfect love crusts out £car, and 
with the com1ng of this deeper understanding comes free
dom from fear of death. 

It is by death that social changes for the better come to 
pass. Old ideas pass away with the death of the persons 
who bold them New ideas pm currency as the new 
generauoo comes to maturity. Thus the actuoJ fact of 
death is an ins trument of progress. And now the time is 
close at band when man shall master the secret of death 
itself. 

Psychologically, the emphasis £ails on lmagmntioo. 
Change your ideas and your old conception of personality 
d ies. Every few years you have a new body, made up of 
trill ions of tiny beings, or cells. Change your intellectual 
patterns, nnd w ith the passing away of the present genera· 
tloo of cells new ones wil l come to take their plnces. ln the 
mentol nucleus of eoch tiny cell, implanted there by sub
conscious response to your new patterns, will be an 
impulse to realize the new thought in body-structure, in 
function, and in external action. 

If your pattern be built in accordance w1th the ideas 
developed through the Tarot series, and culminating in the 
self-surrender pictured by the Hanged Man, 11 will lead to 
a complete transformation of your personality The "old 
man" dies. One who arrives at this state can say with St. 
Paul, "I die daily.'' Every momiog becomes a resurrection 
to the awakened soul. All the old motives, all the petry 
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ambitions, all the foolish opinions and prejudices gradua.l
ly die out1 as he cells wh'ch c,arry them are eliminated in 
the ordina.ry conrs,e of body-~:epaii. 

Tht.tS1 little by little, there comes a complete :readjust
went of one's personal conceptions of Hfe and its values. 
The change from the personal to the universam v· ewpo.int 
is so radical that mystics often oompal\e it to death. They 
are more litera than many of their readers snppose. It is by 
the death and reproduction of body-cells that patterns 
created by imagination ar· finally fixed in pe ·sonal con
sdou.sne s. Then it ·.s that we may truly dcclru:e1 

11The 
Kingdom of Spirit is embodied in my .8esh.11 
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Samelcll (soft C, or S, value 60J means 11tent-peg/ or 11prop.n 
It is what makes tent secure, ood thus corresponds to 
what would now be suggested to us by t 1e loUI1daf1on of a 
house. It is therefore · he 'etter-symbol of that which is the 
basis 01 support of our house of life. tis that which sus
tains, preserves and maintains our personal eJCistence. 

Wrath is the quality associated with Samek.h, but this is 
a blind. The literal meaning of the original Hebrew noun 
is '•quiver·ngu or 11Vibration.'1 A similar blind is found in 
he use of the Gli ek nonn thwnos, also translated wra h 

in the New Thstament:. The Hebrew word is RVGZ, and its 
nu:rube:r is 216, the value of RAH-1, sight1 the function 
attr"bu ed to Key 4, Th Empemt. 216 is also the value o 
ARIIi1 Uon, th name f the z diacal sign assoc"ated! with 
the Tarot pictme of Strength, and he value of GBVRH1 

Geburah1 Severity, the name of t·le strength aspect of the 
num· erS. 

The numeri al correspondence of t 1ese Hebrew words 
ind"cates a basic identity o· meaning. V',braf.on is the 
hmdamental nature of the fiery p wer which makes sight 
possible, and hat same power is the source or all our 
strength. 

Furt 1ennore, when translate4 into Tarot pi tures, the 
word RVGZ becomes this sequence: The Suni the 
Hi:.erophanti the High Priestess; the Lovers. Lay these Keys 
on a tahlej .and study them .. You will get intimations as to 
the real meaning of the vibratory force which wou!d o ·her
wise escape you. Note that the first le ter corresponds to 
the sun, the second to the sign Taurus, ruled by Venus, the 
third t~ the moon, and the last to Gemini1. ruled by Mer
cury .. Add the numbers of these Tarot trump .. The result · s 
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32. As there is no Tar t Key bearing this numb r, add the 
digits, and the result, 5, i the number of the Hierophant. 
This, t o, is the number resulting from the red ction of 
14, the number of Thmperance. 

The idea is that vibration is the basis of manifestation, 
and that all v 'bration · s essentially like sound, the ode 
of vibration which is part' cularly associated with the 
Hicrophant. Vibration is fluctuating mofon, undulation, 
pulsation, alternation. It takes wave-forms. 

West-Above, he direction a~ signed to Samckb, corre
sponds to the upper boundary of the western face of the 
Cube of Space. This is the line of junction between W st 
~Key 10, The Wheel of ortune) and Above (Key 1 The 
Magician) . Her is indicated the combination of e idea 
of cycles and rotation w'th that of concentration and 
attenfve observation of exp rience. We shall flnd this 
developed in the picture of Thmperanc . 

Sagittarius, the Archer, is a fiery, common sign, ruled by 
Jup'ter fKey 10, The Wheel of Fortune). It governs the 
thighs and hips, wh'ch support the wc'ght of the b dy in 
s anding and sitting. The color~correspondence is blue. 
The musical tone is G~sharp or A-flat. 

Tentative Intelligence, or Intelligence of Probation or 
Ttial, indicates a mode of consciousness wheiein exp -
ience becomes the test of ideas. It is the kind f con

sc · ousne s which puts theory to t 1 e test of practical appli
cation, which make exp .riments to verify hyp theses, 
which does laboratory work All such work cons· ts in 
tbe examination .and modification ,of various modes of 
vibra ion. 

Temperance, in the day when Tarot was invented, ean t 
"temperin.g' or 41modifying." It therefore suggcs s adapta
t' on. ( e e note that the digit value of 14 is 5, and 5 means 
adaptation.) Adaptation is the basis of all p actical work in 
Hermetic ci nee. Tbe Emerald Tablet says: "As all things 
are fr·om ue, o all have their birth from this One hing by 
adaptation." ermetic sci ntists ndeavor to imitate 
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natur , and adaptation ·s th · meth d. To adapt s to 
equalize, to ad;ust, to co-o:rdina · c, to equilibrate. Ther·e
fore · t ·s written: "Equilibrium is the basis f the Great 
Work." 

Ove:r the head of the angel, in the B.O.T.A. version of 
K y 14, is a rainbow. This is a direct r ferenee to Sagit
tarius, because the Hebrew name for thi sign is QShTh, 
Qcshcth, th Bow. This is also the "bow of promis·e." In the 
Ride pack, Dr. Waite, with chCllracteristic fondnes . for bea 
ing mysterious, substituted for the rainbow rr·s Hower , in 
reference to Ir' s, Greek •oddess of the rainbow. B hind this 
rain ow symbolism are recondite Qabalistic meaning 
upon which it would be unprofitable to enlarge in hi 
elementary t xt. Take what is writt n here as a signpost. lf 
you w to go further1 con ider its meaning. You might 
also look up Iris in a good dictionary of mythology. 

At th bottom of the picture is a pool, correspond· g to 
the ninth Hebrew Sephirah, Yesod, which is the seat of the 
automatic consci.ous:ness1 or vital soul, in mm. On the 
Trc of Lif , the p th co esponding to Key 14 connect the 
sixth ep irah, iphareth, at the cen er of the 'll'ee, to 
Yesod, and thus the p ol at the b tt m of the picture · s an 
occult reference o ~wha Qabalists ave in mind when 
they call Yesod the Sphere of the Moon. 

The path rising from the pool appears again · Key 18, 
and w 'll be more fully explained inc nnection with that 
card. Observe hat it rises over rolling gr und, and thus 
imitates the wave-motion which is characterisfc of all 
fonns of vibration. 

At the upper end of the p~th is a crown. I signifies 
attainment, m, st ry, and like ideas. has al o a refere ce 
t the es teri meanings of the number 1, which Qabalists 
call 1'The Crown.11 Tb end of the path of attainment is the 
realiza ·on o the crown of pe feet union with the Primal 
Will. e twin p aks on either side o the path, under the 
crown, are Wisdom, the second Sephirah, and Un er
standing, the h'rd. 
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The angc is Michael, archangel of fire, angel of the un, 
and ruler of the South (Key 19, e Sun}. Michael is als 
specially c tmected with Tipbareth on the "free of ilc. 
The solar symbol on his head establishes his 'dentity, as 
docs his yellow hair, and the rays streamjng from it. The 
fact bat Sagittarius is a fiery sign carries the correspon
dence still further. So do he · ery wings of the angel 

His whi e robe represents purity and wisdom. At the 
neck are written, in Hebrew characters, the letters of th 
'Thtragrammato:n, n-IVB!. Below the l,ette1S is a golden tar 
w'th seven points. Thi has special reference to skill, 
because o make such a star, a cirde must be divided into 
se en equal parts. There is no exact mathematical formula 
for thi. . Thus the division must be made by trial and error. 
Here we have the underlying idea of the Intelli ence of 
Probation or 'll:ial. The s vcn oints of the s ar symbolize 
the seven Spirits of God1 or aspects of the ivine Life. 
They correspond also to the seven sacred p anets, the 
seven alchemical metals, and the seven c akras of he 
Yogis. 

One foot of the angel rests on water, symb 1 of the cos
mic mind- tu.H. The other · on · d, symbol of concre 
physical manifestation. 

In the Rider pack, th angel pours water from the cup in 
his left band to that in his right. The cups are of gold, to 
symbolize the idea tha,t all forms of lile-expression hav 
radiant energy for their basic substance. The upper cup is 
self-consciousness, couesponding to the mm in Key 6, 
Th. Lovers. The other cup is subconsciousness, corre
sponding to the woman in the same Jlicture. The stream of 
water jmind-stuff) vibrates between them. Furthermore, 
actions and reaction are intimated, for when the lowe:r cup 
is nlled he will rever e the position of the cups, and th . t 
which is now above will become that which is below. 

In the B.O.T.A. version, the symbolism is slightly differ
ent, and is based on the esoteric Tarot which bas nev r 
been published in · ts entirety. The angel s ands between n 
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lion and an agl . he lion is, in the colored Key , a dar , 
earthy brown, like the body of the evil in Key 15, becau 
be is a symbol of that same dev'l, ·n the gu·se of a lion, 
seeking whom he may devour. Yi this is also a symbol of 
fire, and because ARIH, Arieh, the Uon, has the same 
numera ion as GBVRJ-I, Geburah, Strength, the lion is a 
symbol for the Mars-fo ce concentrate in Geburab. Th · s 
force· exalted in the sign Capricorn, and when the Tarot 
is placed on the Tree o Life~ Key 14 stands betw en the 
paths of Capricorn an:d Scorpio. Thus ·he co 'posit' on of 
this ver ·ion of Key 14 is a reference to the plac of the Key 
on the Tree of Life. For the eagle on the other side of the 
picture is a symbol for the watery sigD Scorpio. 

Upon the fiery lion he angel pours water. From the 
torch in his left hand fiv B.ames, shap d li e h le er 
Yod, fall on the head of the eagle, and a sixth flame rises. 
Water on fire, and fue on water, or the actio and reacti n 
of opposites, is thus shown; and this carries out he 
general idea of tempering or modifying indicated by the 
title of the Key. 

The angel is the real I AM, or Ego o · the entire human 
ra e, having its seat in iphareth, the sixth Sephirah. 
He is shown adapting and odifyin the p rsonal stream 
of psychic energy in he actions and reactions of the 
s,elf-conscious and subconscious aspects of human 
personality. 

The practical impor of the picture is thi : We do 
nothing of our elves. The Holy Guardian Angel makes all 
tbe tests and trials which lead us along the path o£ a tain
mem. Know this, but act as if you were making the tests 
yourself. The only con c ion necessary is the intellectual 
correction. 1 or practical purposes, the wise man acts just 
a if he were doing thin ",on hi rwn.'~ He knows better, 
that's all. 

In your practic , shoo a some d finit mark. Quit 
accepting theories and statements - no matter how 
plausible they may be-until you have tested them out in 
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actual practice. The purpose o.f Agel ss Wisdom is to get 
you to try1 not to persuade you to accept. Thus it is writ
t·en1 •rThe only failure is failure to try!1 By trial you will 
soon realize that the real wo king power vbich makes the 
experiments is S(nnething higher than ymu personality. t 
is the Angel, on whose robe is written the identifying 
name of Tbat which was1 and is, and shall be. 

FinaUy, all yom experiments will be in equalization1 in 
the ~co-ordination ,of vibratory activities. Th re is nothing 
in the cosmos but v"bra ·on1 and all forms of vibiation 
may be modified and managed by mental control. 
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KEY 5: THE DEVIL IAYINI 

Ayin ( , value ?OJ means ueye11 and ufoundaf on.11 It 
signifi·es also the ex ernal, superficial appearance of 
· 'ngs. As the organ of sight, the eye is the most important 
s nse-t 1, hence symbolists take itt r· pr sen all sensa
ti n, just as the lio , king of beasts, ·s taken as the 
representative o£ ill subhuman m des o life-expression. 
The ·eye is an or ; vi ion i limi ed by th ircl of the 
horizon; through the ey we ee appearances only. Hence 
the eye represents the limitations £ the visible, and the 
bondage of ignorance resulting from ace ptance f 
th s limitations and app arances as being ill er is. 

Minh, the function f c nsciou oes attribut d by 
abalists to he letter Ayin, i u ally provoked by incon

gruity, by human weakness s, foibles, and shortco ings. 
Never eles , !aught r is prophylactic. It purifies subcon-
ciousness and dissolv s menta co pl es and conflicts. 

In a hymn to the un-god Ra we read: "Thy prie t go f rth 
at dawn, they wash their hear s with laughte !' This is 
pre cription we may all foll w to advantage. 

West-Below, the direction assigned to Ayin, combine 
Wes tKey 10, be Wheel of Fortun l with Below {Key 2, 
Th High Priestess}. Her is an intimati n that whatever 
i deno ed by Key 15 is the re ult of impressions made by 
the apparently me hanical, fa al r volutions of circum~ 
sta..nc j he Wheel of Fortune) up n human ubcon · us
ne (High Priest ssj. On the ube of Sp ce, the line West
Below connects the lower nd of the line North-West to 
th low r end ·of the lin South-West, and is the owe 

undary oft ·e wes em face of the cube, or th western 
boundary of the lower face. 

Capricorn, the Goat, · s a cardinal, earthy ign, g vern-
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ing the knees, to which we are brought in prayer by our 
sen e of bondage and per onal insufficiency. he natives 
of Capric m are said to be quiet, studious, and somewhat 
inclin d to materialism. Saturn jKey 21, The World! rules 
Capricorn, and Mars (Key 16, The Thwer) is exal ed 
t e ein. The color-corresp ndence is blue-v'olet or indigo. 
The mus '1cd tone is A-naturaL 

Renewing Intelligence is the mode of con ciousn ss 
attributed to Ayin. This is directly dated to Mirth, 
because the percep ·on o~ incongruities is what actually 
b ings forth new ideas and adaptations. An incongru · ty is 
something wb··ch does no fit. When we find a fact ·hat 
doe not fit in wid our beliefs, we are obliged o revise our 
the rie , unless we are the sort of "green apple" who 
prefers a comfortable li o a uncomfortab e truth. 

It has been, indeed, the incongruity betwe n man's 
apparent ondage to circum tance and his ineradic.abl in
tuif on that somehow or ther he is intended t rule 
na ure w · cb has driven the race forward in hose avenues 
of research which lead to fre dom. 

Intemally, we know at we ar potential ord f cr a
tio . ut ere w mee a check, and there a defeat, and so 
we try to explain why wear: not actually as free as we £eel 
ourselves internally ~ be. The symbolism of Key 15 repre-
cnts the cruder forms o IWID1S ans.wers · o the question, 

"What keeps we from expressing tbi inner freedo I 
feel?" At th same fme, this picture indicates the corr·ect 
solution to t:he prob em,. and points o h way whi h 
leads out of th difficulty. 

The Devil is the English for he Latin diabolus, dver
sary. The p · cturc refer to man's · deas oonceming the 
nature of that which seem so relentlessly to oppos his 
strugg es i freedom. In commentin on thi , let u once 
mor r mind you of the words a cribed to Jehovah in 

aiah 45. Remember, too, tha the Devil personifies he 
s rpcnt-power epr sented by the lette- Thth and Key 8, 
Strength. 
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The name for the erpent which tempte Eve is NChSh, 
Nachash, and the number oft ·sword is 358, the value of 
MShlCh, Messiah. Here is a profound subtle y, for 
n metical identity between ebrew words points to some 
inner c rrespoudence of me.anlng. Finally, it has been 
said: "The Devil is God, as He is misunderstood iY the 
wicked." 

The number of the trump is 151 which is the ntunber of 
IH, Jab~ the divine name espec'ally ascribed to Wisdom. 
Tbe same number is shown by the number of trefoils on 
the fara of the Hiei"ophant By ad 'tion of digits, 15 
r duces to 6, the number of the Lovers. Furthermore, 15 is 
the u.m of the numbers from 0 through 51 so that the 
Hierophant !Sl, regard d as the summati n of a ser"es 
beginning with 0, refers al o t ·Key 15. Compare, now, th 
Devil with the Lovers and the Hierophant. 

The backgiound of Key 15 is black, c lor of darkness, 
ignorance, limitation, and also of that which is hidden or 
occult. ere is an intimation that ignorance · s the under
lying ca.us of honda e. A hint, also, ha the ridicul us 
figure £ t · e ' evil is a v il for profound seciet of practical 
occultism. 

Th Devil himself i the polar opposite of the angel 
shown · he preced" g major rump. He is al a 
caricature of the angel ov t the heads of the Love , eve as 
he figures below him are bestialized reproductions of the 

man and the woman in Key 6. 
Goat's horns on his head refer to the sign apr· co . His 

wings are ba 's 'il'ings, signifying the powe so darkness. 
His face is that of a goat, but he has the ears of a donkey, to 
suggest the obstinacy and stU'bbomness of ma erial's . 
His body is hie · set and gross, and of an earthen co or, to 
repres nt the earthy quality of the sign Capricorn. One 
side is masculine, the other feminine, because what he 
represents partakes of he characteristics of both sexe . 

BetWeen his horns is a. white, inverted Pe agram. This 
is a key to the whole meaning of he figure. Forth Penta-
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grru.n is the symbol of man, and an inverted Pentagram 
suggests the 1eversal of true rmderstanding of man's place 
m the cosmos. In point o,f fact, the mistaken estimate of 
man's powers and possibilif es is all that keeps anyone in 
bondage. 

The DevTs uplifted right hand has all its fingers ,open~ 

as i£ in c.ontradiction to the sign ,of esote.ricism ade by 
the HieYophant. The Ia ter's gesture says: 1'Wha you see is 
not all ther,e is to know.'~ The Devil's gestw: intimates: 
u"What g,ensa tion reports is ,all there is to . t .'' On the palm 
of this uplifted b:and ·s out ined an astrologi.ca ' symbo o 
t ,e planet Saturn, ruling in Capricorn. Saturn is the 
planet of limitation, inertia, and ther·efure ·Of ignorance. 

In his left hand · s a to,rch, burning wastefully, and giving 
little light. The torch · s a phallic symbol, represent" g the 
transmission of 1 ite from genera t ·on to generation. Its fiery 
quality refers also tio the o:altation of the Mars vib1a.tion 
,. Capricorn. In one sense, this is tbe fiery torch of revolu
tion, based on materialistic interpretations of experience, 
the rorch of tenorism and anarchy .. 

It may be wor b mentioning that this Devil has a navel 
He ·, s a human product, begotten of man's ignorance. A 
symbo of Mercwy is shown just below his navel, to indi
cate that be is a product of faul y ob·servation and 
supCificial reasoning. 

His feet are the claws of an eagle. The eagle is the bird 
corresponding to the sign Sc.orpio. Here the eagle's claws 
refer to the materialization and misuse of the reproductive 
power, and its debasement m tbe service of sensuality. 

The Devil sits on a pedestal whlch is a half-cube. Since a 
cube represen s That which was, is, and shall be, a half
,cube symbolizes half-knowledge of that reality. Half
knowledge petceives nothing but the visib e1 sensory side 
,of rexistence. 

Th this hall-cube are chained smiller figures, represent
ing sdf-conscious and subconscious modes of human 
mentality. The' .boms, hoofs and tails show that when 
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11easoning takes its piemises from surface .appearances, 
human consciousness becomes bestialized. ObseTV,e tha,, 
thougb they are chained to t e cube, the lo p of the 
chains are so large that they might ill them off their 
heads. Their bondage is imaginary. 

This pi:.c·rure represents the Brst sta.ge of spiritual unfold
ment. It is the stage of conscious banda e. The Devil per
sonifies the false conception that man is bound · y 
material condifon 1 the false no ion that he is a slave to 
necessity, a sport of chance. 

In truth1 the forces which appear to be our .adversa.Iies 
are always ready to serve us. The one condition is that we 
understand our essential freedom~ md take account of the 
bidden side of existence. Then, when we conform our 
pracfce to our knowledge, itberation begins. The Devil is 
sensa ion1, d'vorced by ignorance from understanding. Yet 
he is also what brings renewal1 because we can make no 
real efio to be &ee until we feel our limitations. Until 
they irk us, we can make no effort to strike off our chains. 
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KEY 16: The Thwer (Pehl 

Peh (P, Ph, F; value 80; as a final letter, 800' means uthe 
mouth as he organ o£ SJleech!' I therefore symbolizes 
power of utterance. Out of · t ate the issues of life. 

North. the direc ion assigned to Peh1 is the place of 
darkness, of the unknown, of the sun's annual death. On 
the Cube of Space, as o:rdinarily shown in diagrams, it is 
the side on the observer's eft. 

Mars, the planet attributed to Peh1 rules Aries (Key 4, 
The Empe:ror) and Sco·:rpio (Key 13·, Death I, and is exal ed 
in Capricorn IKey 151 The evil) . According to astrologers, 
the Mars vibration is scientific, and is .active in sight. I · s 
the force which finds expression io :reproduction, and ·,t 

giv s. tonicity to the mu cles, being thus the basis of all 
human activity. In 'ts psychological manifestation . it is 
the destruct· ve, iconoclastic force which tears down the 
structures of ancient cus om and tradlifon. Its color is 
scarlet, and the corres:ponding musical tone is C-natnnl. 

Grace and Sin, or Beauty and Ugliness, are the pair of 
opposites attributed by Qab.alists to the let er Peh, 
because the issues of We, directed by human speech, 
result in one or the other. Sin, or '1missing the markt 
resul s in mallad;ustment and ugliness. Hitting the mark 
in right action result - in the manifestation of beauty. 

Active or Exciting Intelligence is he mode o · con
sciousness attributed to Peh. It stirs up activity, s ts 
· hings going, produces chmges, effects ttansformations. 
NoteJ in this connection, that in Key 1 the Magician wears 
a red outer garment. 

The Tower i.s on of se.vera1 titles, among hem being 
11The Lightning- truck Tower," ''The Fire of Heav: n/' and 
''The House of God'' It refers traditionally to the Thwer of 
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Bah l, t which human speech was confounded. When 
this Key is called ''La Maison de · ieu," or "The House of 
Cod,.'' the tide indica es the exoteric struct\lre of religious 
belief. Note that the number of this Key, 16, digits to 7, the 
number of the Chariot, whl.ch refers to Speech. 

The lightning is a asculine symboL n the Bhaga ad
Gita, Krishna says: "Among weap ns, I am e thuoder
b lt." It is interesting to note that when lightning-dashes, 
artillcially produced, were photoguphed at the 
Westinghouse laboratories, they w reshown to be spirals, 
rather than zig-zags. This fact may · ·ave been known to the 
ancients, for The Cbaldean Omcles of Zoroaster speak of 
the Supreme Spirit as "the g d who energizes a spiral 
force.11 In olden times lightning was an emblem of fecun
dation and nut 'tion, as we learn from Plutarch, who say : 
" 'he agriculturalists call the lightning the ertilizer of the 
waters, and -o regard i .'' 

The lightning- asb is the power drawn from above by 
the Magician. It is the sword of tb·e . arioteer, he scepter 
of the Emperor, th furce which turns he Wheel o Fo 
tune, the scythe of Death, and the ligh stream· from 
the Hermit's antem.. It breaks down existing orms in 
ordeT to make room for new ones. 

For Qabalists, the lightning-Bash is a symbol of the ten
fold emanation of the Life-power. In the B.O.T.A. veTsion of 
Key 16, therefore, he thunderbolt is so drawn tha it con -
sponds to the familiar Qabalistic diagram of the ne of 
Life. Concerning this The Book of Formation says: 11 n 
ineffable Sephiroth (numerations); their appearance is 
like tbat of a flash of lightning, their goa.Ji i infinite.11 In 
t :rms of consciousness, the lightning-Bash symbolizes a 
sudde , momentary glimpse of tru h, a flash of 'nspirat.ion 
which breaks down structures of ignorance and false 
reasoning. 

The tower bas tbe same bas·c meaning a the garden of 
tbe Magician, the throne o£ the Emperor, the turning 
Wheel, the field in Key 13. It is subconsc'ousness1 con-
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sidered as the oot-subsw.nce which takes form, first as 
mental images, and ultimately as physical things. From 
moment to moment, throughout all f e, it ·. being 
transformed. It is the Prakriti of the Hindus, concernin,g 
which i is written: ·~'Ihle knowledge makes Prakriti d's
app ar, first as containing Purusha tthe 1 AM} , and then as 
separate from Purusha/' 

The falling figures correspond to the chained prisoners 
in the preceding picture. They fall headfirst, because the 
sudden influx of spiritual consciousnes repr sented by 
the lightning-Bash completely upsets all our old notion 
about h re ations between ubconsciousness and 
elf-consciousness. 
These fi&'U.fes are c) othed, and tbe man wears both red 

and blue, to show a mixture of self-consc · ous and sub
conscious activ ' fes. Similarly, the woman is shod with 
red, but w ars a bl robe. The w man, furthermore, is 
crowned. In false knowledge, subconscious motive are 
permitted to dominate the persona ity. Thus people 
·excus themselves for u.nintelligent action by saying, "I 
can't help it; that's the way , feeL" 

This domination of personality by mot" on, and by tele
pathic invas'on throug ubcon ciousness, is overcome by 
right knowledge. So is the concealment and division be
tween sel£-consciousne~s and subconsciousness, h r 
· dicated by the fact that the falling figures are fully 
clothed. 

The crown knock d from the tower by the lightning-
ash ·s the materialistic notion that matter and form are 

the ruling principle of existence. Since ''Crown" i a 
Qabalistic t rm elating to the umber 1, and to Will, this 
cr wn refers to th false monism of the materialist, and to 
the false interpretation of will which makes it omething 
personal, something w · ch may be set against the impulse 
originating in the cosmi·c Purpose. 

T e tower has twenty-two courses of a.sonry, and is 
built of brick. In ebrew, the word for moon and tbe word 
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for brick i , spelt with precisely the same etters, LBNH, 
because the white Babylonian bricks resemble moonlight. 
Bricks are made of clay, and clay :i.s the symbol of Adam. 
Thns the tower suggests a structure of human speech~ 
because its twenty-two course5 co:t esPQnd to tbe nu.mber 
of letters in the HebFew alphabet .. I is rear·ed on a lonely 
peak1 .and su,ggests the fallacy of p rsonal isolation. which 
is the basis of ill ~alse philosophy. 

By contrast with the twenty-two, courses of masonryj 
twenty-two Hebrew Yods a.t·e shown, hanging in the air on 
either side of the building. These represent the twenty
two lette:rs of the Hebrew alphabetj and the fo:rces corre
sponding thereto. 'Thn1 on ~one side of the Tower are ar
ranged in the form of the Tree of Llle. They also repr·esent 
the elementary and planetary letters. The twelve on the 
other side represent the twelve zodiacal J etters. They hang 
in the air, to ind' ·cate that the forces they symbolize rest on 
no physical foundation. 

This pictliJ(e corresponds to· the second stage of spiri tna.l 
UDfoldment, wherein a series of sudden, fitful inspira t · ons 
leads to the per,ception that the structure of know ledge 
built on the founda.tion of the faUacy of personal separate
ness is a owCI of f-alse science. At · h · s stage~ the advancing 
seeker for wisdom sufters the de,struction of his whole 
former philosophy. For this tower is built u.pon a founda
tion o·f misapp1ehension. Th whol structure is an 
elabora.tion of su per&cial o bse.rvation, tradi tiona! race
thought., false reasoning and an erroneous theory of will 
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KEY 17: THE STAR (TZADD[)' 

TZaddi (TS, Th, or Cz as in "Czar"; value 90, as a fula] let ter1 

9001 means ufish~book," signifying that which draws the 
fish INUD.j out of the water jMeml. The water is reflected, 
personal existence1 symbolized by the Hanged Man. It is 
also, in a sense, the ocean of subconscious mentality: The 
fish symb lizes transforming and reproduct ·,ve power. The 
act'·vi'ty which lifts , he fish up out of the ma er"alrela:
tions of personal existence, and u ilizes the repmd ctive 
forces as a regene-rative agency, is what is indicated here. 

Now, a fish-hook's a symbo of angling. Thus in owr 
thou.gh it is elated to the · deas of experim·entation, quest 
and research. It is a ques for , ha wh· ch is not definitely 
realized as yet, .ac sort of groping, a feeling or one's way, that 
we speak of as 1•nshing!' What is clearly iutim.a.ted here · s 
that whatever the fish-hook symbolizes must be some 
agency or instrumentality whereby one invesdgates the 
unseen .and the unlw Wil, wbereby ooe makes attempts to 
so ve enigmas, or to discover sec ets, or to follow a more or 
less faint trail leading to • he solution of a mystery .. 

Meditation is the function attributed to Tzaddi. It has 
been defined as ••an Wlbroken Sow of knowledge w a par
ticular object." It is a fishing for truth in the depths of sub
consciousness. The Hebrew word means literally uc.oncep
tion_" and is a transference to things mental of tbe idea of 
physical conception. It refers to the budding or germina
tion of · deas. Germinal processes in both plant and animal 
organisms go on in darkness. They areJ moteove , 
:rudilpen ary. What we are ·Considering here, the:refo!le, has 
ro d!o wi h the ear y stages of m ntal unfoldmen , with the 
genesis of idea , rather than with tbeir full development. 
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Practically, meditafon is the on y safe regenerative 
method, becaus·e it draws nerve-force up from the 
reproductive centers without any actual fixat'on of attena 
tion on the cen ers themselves, and without any thought 
ab ut the sex-functions. 

South-Above, the direction attributed to Thaddi, is the 
lin on the Cube of pace joi..ning the upper ends of the 
lines South..:west and South-East, and forming the 
southern boundary of the uppu face of the cube~ or the 
upper boundacy o£ the outhem face. it combines S uth 
~Key 19, The Sun) with. Above {Key l, The Magicianj. This 
is the combination of the ra ·ant energy of the sun with 
the direct· ve i uence of Mercury. Meditation is the fuec
tion of currents of solar force by acts of se · CO cious 
at ·ention. 

Aquarius, the Water-bearer, an airy, fixed sign, is attrib
uted by Qabalists to Thaddi It is represented by the Man 
among the 1 'living creatures1

' of Ezekiel and the 
pocalypse. Its astrological symbol is shown on the Wheel 

of Fortune, two wavy lines, one above the other. This is 
al o :m alchemical symbol fo dissolution, and we have 
already seen that solution is o e of the ideas connected 
with . e symbol of the fish-hook. T · e quarius symbol, 
moreover, · s o e of many Hermetic representations of the 
axiom,,. a whic i above is as tha which ·s below.'' 

cient astrology made Saturn. (Key 21, The Worldl 
rul r of Aquarius. Modem astrologers find that this sign 
Teceives also the inBuence of Uranus (Key 0, The Foo ). 
Aquarius governs the mkles. Aquarians are said to be 
intuitive, and f nd of occul research. They succeed in 
pursuits where steady mental application and intense 
concentration are necessary. That is, they ue naturally 
med·ta ive, naturally given to activities which lead to th 
discovery of difficult, elusive modes of truth. All this 
agyees with t ·e ideas associated with 'IZaddi. The color
corre pondence to Aquarius is violet. Its musical tone is 
A-sharp or B-:flat. 
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NatUial Intelligence is the mode of consciousness 
attributed to Tzaddi. Th Hebrew f the adjective 
a natural" is fi the root TB , meailillg 1· terally "to 
sink.'' Tbe connection with the fish-hook, which must b 
dropped in wa er to catch the fish, is obvious. Natural 
Intelligen.ce1 or awareness of the hidden qu ities ·of 
nature, is anived at by meditation. This is the great secret 
of the occult power wie ded by Oriental adepts. See 
Fatanjali's Yoga Aphorisms,. for the enumeration of the 
many '•powers" which may be deve oped by intense con
centration and prolonge . medi af on. 

B·ecause the number 17 reduces to 8, this picture has 
occult corr spondenc to the trump entitled Strength. It 
s ows the method whereby knowle ge of the Great Secret 
is attained. This method solves the mysteries of natur , 
and, as th picture shows, unveils her t the enl ' ghtened 
seer. 

The great yellow star signifies the cosmic radiant energy 
which is sent forth from the variou.s suns and fixed st-ars of 
the un''Verse. t has eight p ints. Thus it geometrical con
struction is like that of the Whee ' of Fortune, or · e sym
bo 's of Spiri embroidered on the dress of the Fool. This 
st.ar symbolizes the solar energy h · -ted at by the attribu
tion of the direction South-Above to the letter Thaddi. The 
inven ors of Tarot used innumerab d · ces to remind us 
that in our mental and magical wo:rk we are using an 
actual force which has definite physical forms of expres· 
sion. Meditation modifies and transmut s the personal 
expression of this cosmic energy, and that personal ex
pr· ssion is what w term nerve-force. 

The seve smaller stars efer to the seven '•interior s ars," 
which are the same as the "chakras11 mentioned by Hindu 
occul tists. They are also th •m tals11 of alchemy, and the 
planet f e oteric astrol gy. They are: Sacr plexu , 
Saturn, Lead, Muladhara chakra; Pros a ic ganglion 
(below the navel), Mars, Iron, Svadistthana chakrai Solar 
P1exu , Jupiter, Tin, Ma.nipura chakrai azdiac plexu , 
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un, old, Anahata ·chakra; Phary~al P' exus, Venus, 
Coppe . or Brass, Visuddhi chalaa; ituitary, or post-nasa 
ganglion, Moon, SilverJ Ajna chakra; Pineal gland, Mer
cury1 Quicksilver, Sahasrara chakra. They are sh wn 
white, t indicate purification. 

As said, one · hould beware of fix: g attenti n upon the 
centers themselves. Their acti ity may best· ulated by 
enga ing in the kind of edltat · ou suggested by he modes 
of in elligence attributed to the corresponding lene . 
Thus Saturn is repr·esented in Tarot by &ey 21 and the 
Administrativ Intelligence; Mars by Key • 6 and the Excit
ing Intelligence; Jupiter by Key 10 and the In ell'ge ce of 
Concilia ioni the Sun by Key 19 and the CollectiVi Intel
ligence; Venus by ey 3 and the Luminous Intelligence; 
the Moon by Key 2 and the Uniting Intelligence; Metcury 
by Key and th Intelligence ofnansparency. 

Using the Tarot eys just enumerated as centers for con
centration will arouse the activ' ty of he corresp nding 
centers, without any danger of physical congest-on. 
R member, tbi i mental angling. is outline and its 
explanations are only guide-pos s .. They are intended t.o 
tell you how o make use o Tarot. Yet further investigation 
and study must supplement what you will find in these 
pages. When Elipbas Levi promises the acquisition of a 
universal science fr m the arot, h impl'es that the stu
dent must u e the J.{j ys. You have just now been referred to 
Patanjali's Yoga Aphorism", and their enumeration of the 
powers to be gained from meditation. The Ta ot pictures 
are keys to the libe ation of such powe:rs by the same 
method. Behind their symbols ar·e practical sccr.ets o£ 
o cultism which cannot be put into wo ds. 

sser secrets, too, are hidd n the c, which · ht be 
written outi but my eachers have convinced me that sue , 
a course would e inadvisable. The plain truth is that the 
first rule in occult teaching is that the pupil should be told 
almost nothing that he can find ·out for himsell. These 
pages put you on the track of discovery. Your own work 
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with th~ Tarot Keys · s he only thing that will bring you to 
the pomt where you will posses actual first-band 
knowledge ol the sec.rets of practical occultism. 

The mountain in the background mean just what it 
oe in Key · 6 and 8. It is a ymbol £the Great W rk. 
. - ~bird on the u his a scarlet · ·s. This is the Egyp

tum bud sacred to Herme , the Magician. It o g bill is a 
natural fis~-hook. P rched on a tree which represents the 
human brruu and nervous system, it symbolizes the act of 
bringing .intellectual activ' y, or the thought process, to 
·est by cone· ntrat ·on. We have to s op thinking in order t 

meditate prope ly, and when we stop thinking 'Thtlth 
unveil herself to us. -

The woman is Hathor, or Mother Nature. In some 
respects we may id·en ify her with the Empress. In oth :rs 
she oonesponds to the High Priestess. Sbe is also the 
woman who, in Key 8, tames the lio . and opens his 
~outh. For meditation is largely he u iliza.tion and direc
h on of he . wers of deducti and imagination peculiar 
t? su~c nsc10usness. The knowledge gained in media
tion 1s gleaned £r he imperishable rec rd of he 
m~mory of nature, symbolized by he scroll of the High 
Pr este s. Furthermore, meditation develops specific 
pow rs, and it does thi by con rolling the animal f rce in 
human personality, as pict:ul'ed in Key 8. 

The P 1 is the universal consciousne s, o reservoir of 
~smic m ·:Od-~tuff, ~h~c~ · s .stirred into vibration by the 
act of meditation. his ts mdtcated by the stream of water 
flowing into the pool .from the right-hand pitcher. It indi
cates direct modific~tion of the co m.ic mind stuff apart 
from sensory expenence. Th strea Howing fr m the 
other pitcher divide in o B. e rivulets, which fl w hac to 
t e pool along the ground. They indicate the fact that 
meditation al o modifies ensation, and unfolds higher 
and subt er ypes of sens.e experience. 

The left knee of .the woman, supporting her weight, 
rests on earth. er nght knee, bent to form the angle o£ a 
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square, is over the pool, and he:r right foot rests ou the sur
face o£ the water. Thus the earth supports her weight, but 
he balances herself by watJer. That is, s·ensa.tions derived 

from physical forms are the main support of meditation, 
but these are balanced by expcTience gained direct from 
subconsciousness. 

Tbi picture shows the third stage of spiritual unfold
ment. It is the calm which follows the storm depicted by 
Key 16. It is a period of quest and search. The light is dim, 
like starlight, but these stars are dis ant suns. Thus it is 
written: 11When you have found the beginning of the way, 
the s ar of your soul will show 'ts light.' 
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KEY 18: THE MO N {Q PHl 

Qoph ( Q value 100 I means "back of the head!' This is the 
part of the skull which contains the cerebellum and the 
medulla oblong~ta. These parts of the b ain are re ated to 
the functions . f human personality which man shares 
with the rest of the animal kingdom. The medull.a, in par
ticular goJVems some of the most impo· tant bodily activ
ities. The cells of this organ remain awake when the r·est ol 
the brain is a lee:p. 

''Head/' more<lver, means "chief," in Hebrew as in 
English; and in the sequence of the He rew alphabe 1 the 
letter Qoph1 

11back ·of the he.ad," preced~,;s the le ter Rcsb, 
wblch means "bea.d1 OI countenance." Thus, in the series 
of letters Qoph is actually behind1 or back of, Resh, the 
head. Qoph therefo.re r presents what comes befur th 
dominio· md rolership f which the word •'bead" is a 
symbo' . This :s true, also, ofthe ccultmea:nings of Qoph, 
wh:.ch relate to sta.tes of consciousness ante io w perfect 
control, and leading thereto. 

Sleep is the hmcf on a.ssig:ced o Qoph. Sle p is th 
period o physiological rep,alr, during which the cells ot 
the body undergo subtle changes which make the advanc
ing student of occultism r aclly to experience and under
stand facts and phenomena concealed &om ordina:ry men. 
These facts are he experiential basis of Ageless Wisdom. 

The WOld translated r•sl ep" is from The Boo·k of Forma
tion. It i ·· a technical t·erm m Ra.bbinical Hebrew, spelt 
ShlNH1 and having the value 365. FUithe ruore1 by 
tra.nspQsition of etters, · may be read HShll'Ji, O· Ha- hiD, 
''the tooth." Thus it is a "WOrd whose number, like the 
Greek abraxas which also adds to 365, maty be a mystery-

183 



The 'lbrot 

term relatting to tihe number of da.ys1 aud to the number of 
r•eons" ruling the year. It also hints at a correspondence to 
the '1Holy Let tcr," Shin. 

South-Below. the direction attributed to Qoph1 cor
responds to the lower line on the sou them face o the Cube 
of Space. T , is line 'connects the lower end of the line 
South-West to the lower end of the line South-East. It is the 
Hoe of junct. on between the sou tbern face of the cube rKey 

9j and the lower face IKey 2). One sugges ion ·,s tha the 
solar radiance is reflecued by subconsciousness. In the 
processe aute ior to complete control, the direcfve 
acfon of cosmic tendencies is reB.ected into be personal 
sphere of action by the agency of subconscious states. Up 
to a certain point, th cosmic Life-power molds its 
vehicles without their co-operation. Later, those vehicles 
become aware of what is going on, an.d share oonsciou.sl y 
in the work. 

Plsces, the Fishes1 a mutable, watery sign, is attributed 
to the letter Qoph. It ·s ruled by Jupit·er (Key 10~ and by 
Neptune (Key 12). Consideration of the Tarot Keys here 
indicated will make the meaning clearer. 

The processes we are uqw learning about: ar~e the direct 
ou come of the nwheels w"thin wheels" of the int dock
ing cycles and r tations of co mic activities. At the same 
time, there is a J'Oillt in human evolution, r,epresented by 
the Hanged Man~ at which we become aware of the fact 
that personality is only an instrument or channel for the 
universal forces active in the Great Work. This awareness 
is also part of the developmental process represeiJ.ted by 
the symbol" sm of Key 18. 

Et is also 11elated to the sign Pisces because that s · gn 
gove ns the fee, of m· n; and because fee arc the 
pathmakers. Pisc,es relates m that Way of which the begin
ning is found when meditatti.on reveals the 11Star o.£ the 
soul!' Venus is said to be exalted in Pisces. That is to ay, 
what the Empress symbolizes reaches its highest ex:pres ~ 

sion in this sign, and therefme in the process occuhly cor-

Key 18: The Moon (Qoph) 

responding to it. Thus we may expect to find that imagina
tion plays an important part in the activities now under 
considerati n. he colo correspon ing o P 'sces "s violet
red. The musical ~one is B-namral. 

Corporeal Intelligence means 11body consciousness/~ 
that is1 the aggrega~e intelligence of the cells of the body. 
The root of the word translated ucorporeal'1 is a Hebrew 
verb meaning utO tmn UJl 0/' and we shall find l.lU indica
tion of this in the symbolism of Key 18. 

The number 18 is 9 by reduction. The Hermit is the goal 
of the path shown in this pictU1e. With him we are united, 
according to occult teachingt whenever we experience 
dreamless sleep. Profound sleep is the state in which per
sonal consciousness is perfectly joined to he real I AM. 

The Moon symbolizes the reflected light o,f sub
consc·ousness. The drops of light fa.ll.in,g h-ow it corre
spond to the implication that ••oorporeal1

' is related o 
11f::tin.n They are eighteen Hebrew Yods1 corresponding to 
the number of the Key. !In the Rider pack the numb r is 
15, which somewhat confuses the symbo 'sm.! The num
ber 18 is the value of the Hebrew norm Chi, Chai, signify
ing .,life.'' Thus the fallin Yods refer to the d scent of the 
llie-roroe hom above mto the conditions of corporeal 
existence. 

The pool below is the sam as that shown in th four
teenth and seven eenth Keys. It is the "g eat deep'' of 
cosmic mind-stuff,. out of which emerges the Hdry land" of 
physical manifestation. From it all organic Hfe proceeds. 
The pool also refe s to the ninth of the Qabali tic 
S phiroth, Yesod, which is known as . he Sphere of the 
Moon, and is the seat of the Vital Soul, manifested in ma:n 
as the automatic consc·ousness1 generally referred to in 
this hook as subc~nsc·onsness. 

The shell-fish climbing from the pool is a symbol of the 
early stages of conscious unfoldment. In these first 
developments of consciousness, the individual seems to 
be isolated from the rest of nature. In a certain aspect of 
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Tarot, rcllate.d to Egypt'au. occult doctrines, the hell-fish 
symbo, ius the godl Khephra. 

Th . path, ising and fallingr has been worn by the feet 
(Pisoesl o£ those who have t aveled this way before. It 
passes between two animals of the same genus1, both 
~canine. One, a wolf, remains wha nature ade h"m. T.1e 
othe~, a d.og, is a product of human adapt:a tion. Thus the 
path passes between the extremes of nature amd ut. 

At its very beginning, where ' ri e from the margin o 
th pool, the path is bordered by stones and plants, sym
bols of the mineral and vegetable kingdoms. Then it pro
gresses to he po'nt where wolf and dog are shown, as 
symbols o£ the animal kingdom. In the foreground it 
traverses a cultivated field, which symbolizes matters of 
mOie o:r less general knowledge, Wltil it comes to two 
rowers, which mark the boundaries of the known. Then it 
oODtm .es into the Btwond, rising and fallling tluough blu 
distances whicb. repres~eut the plane of consc"ousness 
open to us during sleep 01 trance. 

The towers are the handiwork of man. In he B. ' . . A. 
version they bave battlements. This is because hey repre
sent the mental a tti t de of tb average mm1 who con
ce 'ves himself to lle surrounded hy a hostile environment, 
~gainst which he must fight, and from which he must pro
tect bimseU. Thus the towers conespoDd to the m~ntal 
states symbolized by the bard carapace of the shell-fish. 

The path Jises and falls, SU~ggest' ng periodicity, wnve
motio.n, vibration. Yet it continually ascends, so ltbat, as 
one progresses, the time comes when his most depressed 
states oE consciousness are at a higher level than some of 
b · s earlier exa.l tations. 

Key 18 represents the fourth stage of spiritual unfold
ment, wherein the knowledge gained by meditaf n is 
incorporated in to the bodily organism. it is the stage f 
body-building1 or organization in accordance with s b
conscious mental pa terns. In he tableau o.f ma:~m trump 
given at the e•inning of this outline you will find Key 18 
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t the bottom of a row of three pictures. 
At the top is he Emperor, because reason is the mental 

tool b~ which we prepare for right action. In the midd e ·s 
Justice, representing be law of pois~ed acdvi ty, because 
only by action may we make any progress. At the batt ,m \~ 
~he Moon, repr senting the actua organiza ' on of the 
body-cells. Without organism there can be neither fu.nc-
. on nor acuity. The unfoldment of our latent powers is 

made possible by physiological changes in thes· bodies of 
flesh and blood. 

Thus it is written: "Flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of G d/' because the changes we speak of are not 
transmissible from generation w gen.eration. Nature give 
us the wild body. Art must perfect it. Yet a fiesh and blood 
body is the necessary vehicle fur mastery as expressed he1e 

the physical plane, and though it canno. inherit or 
transmit the powers of adeptship1 it can become a veh "de 
fo, those powers when it is Iigh ly organiz·ed by adaptive 
methods. 
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XXIII 

KEY 19: THE S . ~RESHj 

Resh (R, value 2001 means he head and face of :man. In the 
head are gathered together, or collected_ aU tbe di t." c
tively human power. The word 'j,coun enance,'' in fact, i 
d rived fTom a Latin verb meaning 11t hold together, o 
contain." Again, the head of any pro.ect is its organiz· r, 
director, guiding power, manager, c ntroller. Thus we may 
exp ct to find in the symbols o Key 19 plain intimations 
of authority and lead rship. 

South, the direction attributed to Resh, is the place f 
the un' eri ian height, th place of it greates 
brilliance and power. n the Cube of Space, his i th 

them face, on the observer's right when the cube is 
vi w d from the west. 

The Sun is the heavenly body corresponding toR sb. We 
have found · exalted ·n Ari (Key 4, The Emperorl and 
rutin • Leo (Key 8, Strength}. I is the power which reache 
its highest manife tati n in reas n, and which alw ys and 
everyw h · e is he ruling force which make .ffecti ve the 
law symbolized by Strength. The un's color ·s orange. 
The musical tone is D-natmal. 

Prui.t:fulne-ss and Sterility, the pair o opposites attrib
ted to Re h1 a e the ·extreme of expression im the 

manifestation of solar orce. The sun ,ca ses all growth1 

but it also mak,es deserts. 
Collecting or Collective Intelligence is the mode of con

sci usne . To collec is to assemble, to bring t getber, to 
combine, to unify, to embod~ to synthesize. The Col
lective Intell · ence concentrat s all the mode co -
sciousness which have -one be ore, and combines th m 
together in a new form. Thus it i a rege en. ·ve ode 
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oonsciousness, incorporating all the elements of control 
in a new realization of personality. 

As the number 19 may be reduced to 10, while 10_ in 
tum, may be reduced to 1, we may unde.rstand that the 
symboli m of th picture now before us is logically 
dependent on that of the Magician f 11 and also on that of 
the Wheel of fortune ~10). It is also the final te m of the 
series of Keys representing self-conscious intellection~ 
viz.1 1, 4, 7, 10, 13 and! 16. 

be title refen to the dominant symbol1 which ·sa sun 
w· h a human coun~ nance. It represents the truth that 
~be eemiDgly material forces of nature really are modes of 
,a conscious energy, essentially human in character and 
potencies. The rays of the sun are alternatively waved and 
salient. The wavy rays represent vibration. The straight 
ones represeDt rad'ation, which is apparently iD straig t 
lines. 

Four sunflowers, representing the four Qabalistic 
worlds, and the four kingdoms of nature, mineral, vege
table, animal and human, tum, not toward the day-star, 
but toward the little children, as if to bin tha.t ill creation 
turns to man for its final develop,ment.ln the B.O.T.A. ver
sio,n a :fifth sunfio,we:r i shown. It is still in bud, and turns 
toward the sun. This bud represents the '•Fifth Kingdom," 
the kingdom of the Spiritual Israel, composed of human 
beings who, by understanding the law of evo ut"on which 
has brought organized llie-expre sion as ar as ordinary 
genus homo. is enabled to apply that law to the self
evolution o,f a 11new creature:' who is as far l:leyond orch
nary humanity as the average human being is beyond the 
animals . . As yet1 though the whole line of sages, propbe s1 

adepts and ma te.rs belongs to the Fifth Kingdom1 tha 
company of new c eatwes is small, by comparison with 
the mass of humanity. Thus it is symbolized by a sun
Biowei in bud, rather than in £ull bloom, and because tht: 
outstanding characteristic of all members of the Fifth 
Kingdom is their uttet dependence on the uoiverssJ Lif -
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power, this fifth Hower turns toward the sun. 
The wall in the background represents human adapts.~ 

tion ·Of natutal conditions. It is, furthermore, a symbol of 
the who[, chain ·Of ideas related to the letter Cheth, 
because · t is a stone fence. Thus it is a symbol of all the 
ideas represented by Key 7 of Tarot, sp cially the idea of 
speech. 

Thus Lilfe and the Word !flowers and walll are shown in 
fhe background of Key 19, to indicate the undel'lying 
forces at work in what is symbolized by this Key. Note · ha 
:in the B.OT.A. version the wall is of stone, in contras to 
the bricks which compose the tower in Key 16. Wherever 
stone .appears in Tarot symbolism we ue to understand "t 
as a eference to the Hebrew woro ABN, Ehben, and thus 
to the perfect union between the Divine Wisdom which 
Qabalists call AB, Ab, the Father, and the One Self of the 
entire human race, which they caU BN, Ben1 he Son. 
Human speech tthe wall I · s acrually the manifestation of 
this Wlio:u, because all personal consciousnes is based on 
the in dis ol u ble union of the cosmic life-force (Ab, he 
Fa her! with the central Self !Ben, the SonJ seated in the 
hearts of men. 

From the most primitive speech to the most highly 
evolved languages, humanity's word-form evo-ve as a 
dhec consequence of the fact that he word-maker is the 
c ntral Self. A;; that Self evolves higher and higher ypes of 
personality~ th ough successive rounds and races, 
language ' ecomes a more and more adequate vehicle for 
the expression of ideas. Yet all human languag has one 
basic imitation. I swords are descrip ions of, or labels {'Or, 
various type of sen e experience. 

Thus the wall, though it is of stone, has Sve courses, 
symbolizing the five human senses. Even in the langua •es 
which have the largest vocabularies~ all concrete terms are 
.limited to describing thing and activities within range of 
the senses, and all abs ract terms are d rived directly from 
the fi ld of sensory experience. 
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Thi is why language fails whenever neat empts to use 
1 to epresent experiences which go beyond the range of 
physical sensation. This is why mystics and see s are 
fo. ced to ort to symboHc uses of language. It is not that 
they are trying ,o hide anything. Nobody could be mor 
eager t expre himself than a wise man who has had 
£irs -hand knowled e of the inner and higher planes o 
experience. This is espcdally apparent in the writings o 
the alchemis s, who had discovered a Great Secret they 
wished to hare with their fellowmen. Yet no of them 
succeed d in saying what be aw. Th most readers, the 
alchemists seem to be doing their be t to conceal wha 
they know. The truth of the m8tter is that or~ary speech 
will not serve to convey this kind of exp rience fro,m one 
mind to another. 

On the other hand, he who has had th experience finds 
that he has no difficulty in under tanding the words. As 
one grows into the state of consciousness we have called 
the Fifth Kingdom, one under tands the special meanings 
whi h the a e give to words, and discovers that for the 
seers of all periods of human hi tory there is, so to say, a 
11new tongue:• ii telligiiblc to all who have bad tb . higher 
kind of experience. 

Yet even. this "magical language" will no s rve to, 
express the highest forms of realization. Cons quently 
the children in this Key are shown tanding with the· 
backs to the wall, and the little girl, indeed, turns the 
palm of her hand toward the wal1, a if in a gesture of 
repudiation. 

Both children are nude, to how their state of Edenic 
inn cence, comparable to that of the Lovers in Key 6. Th y 
a:re not quite adolesc nt, t indicate that this stage o 
unfoldment, though i i one of regener tion, is not th ~ 
full unfoldment of th powers of the Fifth Kingdom. 

The childre represent self-consciousness and subcon
sc·ousness, and th y ar dancing in a fairy ring, their 
hands cia ped, to suggest the perfect union and rhythmic 
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synch:r nization of the activities of the two modes of 
human personality. Each has o e oot planed firmly in 
the central circle of the ring, so that the other foot is fre to 
swing; and the boy's right hand is extended before him, 
palm upward, as if ready to accept something he expects to 

re,ccive. 
This Key represents the fifth stage of spiritual unfold

ment. It is a degree of adeptship, tha , of liberation from the 
limitations of physical matter and circumstances. I is 
also a grade of con c·ous self-identification with the One 
Life. Yet it is not final. r though it is a stage wher in all 
physical forces are under the control of the adept, who, 
having himself become childlike, realizes in his own per
son the fulfilme t of the promise, "A littl child shall lead 
them'~yet a person who has reached this grade still feels 
himself to be a separate, or a east a distinct entity. This is 
not full liberation, though it is a higher stage than any f 
those preceding it . It is, in particular, the stage in wh · ch all 
phys ·cal forces are dominated by the will of the adept, 
b cause be is an unobstructed vehicle for the ne Wil 
which alway ha ruled t · ose forces, sine the b ginning. 

NOTE: Since Key 19 is one in which the symborsm of 
the B.O.T.A. version, though conforming to that o·f most 
other Tarot packs, differs markedly from that of the Rider 
pack, we feel imp lled to clo e tbi chaptc with the four 
paragraphs explaining them aning of the central figure in 
the symbolism devi ed by Dr. Waite. We quote from t , e 
first edition of: Key ro the Tarot. 

''The child is fair, like the Fool, and like the Pool, wears 
a wreath and a red feather. The£ ather as the same mean
ing as that of the oL The wreath is of Hower: 1 instead of 
leaves, intimating the near approach to the harv st of final 
realizatio, and Jibe ation. 

"The child is naked, in accordance wi han o d Qabal
istic saying that Spirit cloth s i self to come down, and 
divests itself of the garme ts of matter to go up. The nip
ples and navel of the child are be p ints of a water tti-

195 



The Th.rot 

angle, hinting at the letter Mem and the Hanged Man. For 
the stage of unfoldment represented by the Sun is tb ~ 
expression of the law the Hanged Man symbolizes. 

HHis .red banner signifies action and vihration. Its black 
staff is like the black wand ol the F<lo11 but is tipped with a 
point, similar to the staff of the Charioteer, and like it, 
signifying concentration. Tb e banner is carried itn the left 
band as an intimation that the measurement and con. trol 
of vibJation which it indicates bas passed from self
consciousness [right hand~ to subconsciousness- has 
become automatic .. . Tbus i t is ea.sy1 and the gr at 
standard seems no burden to the boy. 

uHe rides a horse, symbol of solar energy1 similar to the 
horse of Death [Key 13 in the Rider pack!. He rides 
without saddl,e or bridle, because he represents perfect 
balance. That balance is main aimed by hls outstretched 
right hand, which tepresents self-consciousness. He is the 
rcgcnera~ed perso:oali ty, recognizing and affirming its 
unity with the Father, or SoUice of all He leaves behind 
tbe artifici~ erections of race-consciousness, and fares 
forth free and joyo son his journey home." 
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KEY 20: JUDGEMENT (SHIN) 

Shin (Sh, value 3001 is pronounced u been." It means 
.. tooth," probably a serpent's fang, and suggests sharpness, 
acidity, active manifestat'on. Th ntlDlber of the letter, 
3 0, is the value of the Hebrew words RVCh ALHIM, 
Ruach Blohim, which mean "Life-Breath of the Divine 
One ," or "Holy Spirit." Therefore do Qabalists call Shin 
th HH ly Letter." 

We may understand thi letter as being a sym ol of the 
power which tears down the limitation of form, as teeth 
break up food. As the serpent's fang, it repres,ents the 
power which "kills" the false personality and its sense of 
separateness. Observe that the corresponding Tarot Key is 
placed belo,w that named Death in the tableau given 
earlier. In the Cube of Space,, Shin corresponds to the iimer 
axi of the cube connecting the center of the north m face 
with the center of the sou · em face. 

Fiie is the element a tributed to Shin. tis the particular 
quality of th solar force and of the Mars vibration. It is 
also the quality of the zodiacal signs represented in Tarot 
by the Emp"ror, Strength and Thmperance. Its color 's 
scarlet. The musical tone is C-natmal. 

Pluto and Vulcan. he Ia uer a planet as yet uruecognized 
by exoteric astmnomy, but considered 'n the calculations 
of some astrologer , are attributed to Shin. 

Perpetual Intelligence is the mode of consciousness. Its 
na e is derived from a Hebrew root meaning "to stretch!' 
This implies that the Perpetual Intelli -ence is an extension 
beyond the limits of the modes of consciousn common 
to most human beings. The name also implies everla:s -
ingness, temity, and thus, conscious immortality. 
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Th number 20 reduces to 2. Thus w understand that th 
consciousness here represented is the culmination of m ntal 
activities originating in the c smic memory 12, The High 
Priestess). This picture is the last of the series including Key 
2,5,8,11, 4audl7. 

Judgement, ometimes The Last fudgement, is the tide 
o£ K: y 20. 1t implies completion, deci' ion, termination. It 
is the final state of personal consciousness, be,cause that 
which is represented by the Taro Key following it is a tote 
wherein personal consciousness is wholly obliterated in a 
highe realizati n. 

r. Waite's version of the twentieth trump i less happy 
than any of his other depanures from medieval symbolism. 
It shows three addi 'onal figure in the background, but 
these add nothing of importance to th real meaning of th ' 
design. Thus the B.O.T.A. version, like all other versions of 
this trump, shows only one group. 

hey are a man., a woman, and a child. Theil 'b dies ar 
tinted gray, rather than fiesh-color, to intimate -1: that in 
this phase of personal consciousness the ''pairs of opposites" 
hav been ne tra ized, as complementary colors ar 
neutralized in gray; 2: tba the scene depicted · s not located 
in the physical p e. 

The man is self-consciousness, the woman subcon ci u -
ness, and the child the regenerated personality. The po i
tion o£ their anns refer to the symbolic gestures u ed inc r· 
tain occult societies to epresent the letters L (woman's ex
tended anns J, V I upraised arms of child I and X f crossed arms 
of man), which spell the Latin noun LVX, meaning ''Light." 

The angel is the Divine Breath, or cosmic fire, yet he is ob
viously the angel Gabriel, not only because he CMr. es n 
trumpet, but also b cause Gabriel is the angel of the elem nt 
of water, which i indicated by bis blue robe. 

The action of heat upon water creates air, the substan c 
of breath. Breath is pecial ized in sound1 and the basis f 
sound is evenfold. These seven basic tones are indicated by 
seven lines rad · ating from the beU of the trumpet, its·eH ·n 
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instrument utilizing sound vibration. What these tones ar, , 
and how to employ them, i not material for discussio in 
this elementary treati e. Suffice to ay that sound i th in
strument of final lib ration, and that the seven tones are 
those which affect the seven interior stars by ympathetic 
vibration. 

The bann r of the cross should measure exactly 5 by 5 
units fand does so in the B.O.T.A. version) . Thus the anns of 
the cross will include 9 ou of the 25 quare Wlit.s on the face 
of the banner. 9 is the number of completion, and 5 is the 
number of adaptation. Complete adaptation is one, but only 
on , of the e oteric meanings of the banner. 

In the astral plane, or fourth dimension1 represented by 
this Key1 all things are the reverse of physical conditions. 
H nee the man i now ill a passive attitude, and the woman 
receive the influences of tbe angel · hcT outstretched 
hand . Note the correspondence of this stretching gestute 
to he basic meaning of the Hebrew word tianslated 
"Perp tual.'' The child, as we have said, is t:he regenerated 
personality, and it also stretches up both arms to their fullest 
extent. 

he coffins float upon a ea which is the final reserve· of 
tho e waters which begin in the robe of the High Pricstes . 
The coffins arc rectangular, o represent the three dimen
sions of the physical plane. Standing at right angles, so to say, 
to these coffins, the three human figures indica e the 
mathematical deBnition of the fourth dimension - that 
which is at right angles to the other three. 

Snowy mountains in the background represent the 
heights of abstract thought. This takes purely mathematical 
form. Thus the ymbolism suggests that what is shown by 
Key 20 i derived from mathematical cons 'd rations. 

The child's back is toward us, because he represents return 
to the S urce of all. This card show the sixth stage of 
spiritual unfoldment, in which personal consciousness is 
on the verge of blending with the universaL At his stage, the 
adept realiz-es that his personal existence is nothing but 
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the manifes ation of be rehu:ionship between sclr
consciou..~ess and subconsciousness. He sees1 too, that self 
consciousness and subconsciousness are not themselv · 
personal, but a1e really modes of universal consciousn "'ss. 
Thus he knows that his personality .has no sepuate ex" 
istenoe. At this stage hi intellectual conviction is oonfirmcd 
by fourth-dimensional experiences which finally blot ou 
the delusion of separateness forever. 
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KE 21: THE WORLD ~TAVJ 

Tav ITh, som time T, value 400~ means signature or 
mark, but the mark is a cross of equal arms, like that on 
the breast of the High Priest ss. This letter is call d au in 
the G eek alphabet, and the gyptian Tau-er s is said to 
have been a tally for easuring the depth of the Nile, aJs 
a square for mea uringright angles. Among the ebrews it 
was a symbol of salvation [Ezeki 19:4}. Thus it repre ent 
salvation from death, and eternal life. 

As representing a signature, thi letter implies s curity, 
guaranty, pledg , and o on. A signature · s what makes 
business instruments valid. The letter Tav ther fore indi
cates the final seal and witness to the comp etion of the 
Gr at Wmk of liberation. 

Center, sometimes called "th palace of holiness in the 
midstt is the direction attributed to Tav. This palace of 
holiness is said to 11 u ta · all things.'' In Qabalistic 
writings it is said to b Jem alem or Zion, where man can 
c mune with G d. 

The Hebrew word for palace is HIKL,. Haik:al. e 
.numeral value of this word, 65, is also the number of 
ADNI, Adonai, Lord. 

In the Cube of Space, the letter Tavis th interior cent·er, 
he point where the three co-ordinat s which corres nd 

to the three mother let ers eros one an ther. This ce te:r 
·s that point which is the fifth di ension. In it all spa ·.a1 
relations are united in a single "here," an d all time rela
tions m a siogle "now." The realization of this one poin ·s 
the culmination of concentration. 

Satum 1s th planet cone ponding to Tav. Aco rding to 
mythology, Saturn ate his own children. He repres ts 
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that which absorbs its own expressions back into· it elf. 
Bxoter" cally, Saturn is the planet of inertia, concretene s, 
profund'ty, weight. It shares the rulersbip o·f Aqna.riu 
~Key 17, The Stu) with UrStn.us (Key 0, 'The Fool l, and is 
the ruler of Capricorn {Key 15, The evilJ. Saturn i 
exalted in Li bm (Key 11, Justice~ . Thus we have here t1 

power which is active in meditation, w bich is the sourc · 
·of those appa~ent limitatioDs which make us seek a way o 
escape hom bondage, and which is expr·essed in the eqnili
b ated action symbolized by Justic~. Samm.'s color 's in
digo, or blue~violet .. The musical tone is A-natural. 

Dominion and Slavery is the pair of opposites a tribatetl 
t:o Tav. Right interpretation of the necessity for limitation 
in my form of manifested existence is the secret of do min
ion. Wrong mterp etatio·o. of the same thing is the cause of 
our slavery to conditions. The clue to the rig ' 't under
standing is the apho,rism, uHe who would rule Nature 
mus B:rst obey her laws." 

Adlninistrative Intelligence is he mode of 'conscious
ness attributed to· Tav. This is co:nscioumess of active par
ticipation in the oosm:i.c government. It is entry into the 
1 in~dom of heaven as a fully enfranchised citizen, charg d 
with full responsibi1"1ty fo1 the execution of its laws. 

The numbez- 21 is connected with 12 and 3. It is also the 
sum of the numbers hom 0 thiough 6. Co pare it witl 
the Keys bearing these numbers. In particular, study K y 
21 as the summation of the 'de as represe:n ted by the s ri . 
of pictures hom 0 tluough 6. Again~ 21 is the culmination 
of the series of trumps numbered 3, 6,, '9, 12, 15 and 18. 

The World · s the commoner title. Sometimes this ey i. 
named '•The Uni.verse,'' to ind'cate that the consciousn s 
it FepTesents is n~ot merely terrestrial!, but truly cos·mic. 

The four animals at the comets of the design have b en 
explained iJn connection with the tenth Key of Tarot. Not , 
however, that in. Key 0 the Bull faces the Lion, but inK y 
21 the BulJ faces away from the Lion. This is because th 
Bull corresponds to the last letter of the 'Thtragramma.to 1, 
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IHVH, which symbolizes the physi al plane. In cosm · c 
consciousness the closed circuit of successive tran forma
tions of energy is, so to say, bt~ken, so that the limitations 
of the physical p~lane and i ts three dimensions no longer 
bind the consciousness of the adept. 

In the Rider pa.ck, the proportions of the ellipse sur
rounding the dancing Jigure are inoorrect . In o der ver
sions~ and in the B.O;T.A. Tarot, this ellipse is five uni t:s 
wide and eight uni s high. This gives a veiy close appr.ox·
mation to the quadrature of the circle, and is related also 
to, the dimensions of the sides of the vault described in the 
Rosicrucian Pam. a Fratentitads. The proportion is derived 
from the geomeuical construction of the hexagram, oi 
figure ol two interlaced triangles, shown in the diagram 
which is 1he frontispiec of thi book. 

In th B.O.T.A. v;ersia.JilJ as in older packs} the ellipse is 
formed of twenty-two groups of three leaves1 e 'even groups 
on either side. These :represent the twenty-two forces cor
responding to the letters of the He brew alpha bet and to the 
Taro Keys. There are thr·ee leaves in each group, because 
every one of the tweney-two forces has three modes of 
expressioD. Any one o these forces may manifest 'tself in 
integration, in disintegration~ or in equilibrat·on, accord
ing to the way in which it is a_ppli.ed. Note that the ell'pse 
is a zero sign, and zero is the numeral symbol of super
consciousness. 

The horizontalS-shaped bindings at the top and bottom 
of the wrea h are like those over the beads of the Magician

1
, 

and of th woman in Key 8. They have the same meanings. 
H re they are red1 to suggest that: the law symbolized by 
Keys 1 and 8 has been carried int.o actiOD. The similarity 
b tween them, and their positions, su,ggest the Herm·etic 
axiom, '•That which is abmre is as that which is below.' ' 

The dancer represents he merging of sell-conscious
ness with subconsciousness, and the blending of these 
two with superconsciousness. Occult tradition says tha.t 
the scarf, violet in color, and shaped l"ke a letter Kaph, 
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conceals tbe fact that this is an androgyne tigure. In thi 
highest form of con cious experience all sense of separa tt: 
sex is lost, along with the extinction o{ the ens of 
separate personality. The Dan~er is the All-Fa~hcr and th · 
All-Mother. She is the Bnde, bu she 1s also the 
Bridegroom. She is the _Kingdom ~nd the ~g, ~ve~1 a,, 
Malkuth, the Kingdom, 1s by Qabahsts called the_ Bnd , 
but has also the Divine Name ADNl MLK, Adona1 Mel k1 
Lord King. 

She bears two wands. In the B.O.TA. version these ar · 
spirals. That in the right hand turns clockwise. The on· 
in the left hand turns counter-clockwise. The wand 
repr sent t e spiral force of the Life-power. That in th • 
right hand symbolizes Involution, the other represents 
Evolution. 

his Key signifies Cosmic Consciousness, or Nirv:m . . 
For full descriptions of this state see Dr. Richard Maurice 
Bucke's Cosmic Consciousness, Ali Nomad's book of th 
same title, Ouspensky's Tertium Organum, Jacoh 
Boehme's Supersensual Ufe, William James' Varieties nf 
Religjous Experience, a d the. writi~gs o~ Swan, 1 

Viveka.nanda. The central fact of thiS expenence s that h 
to whom it comes has first-hand knowledge that he is iu 
pcdect union with the One Power which is the Pivot and 
the Source o the whole cosmos. He knows also th t 
through him the governing and directing power of th' 
univ rse flows out into manifestation. 

Words fail to give any adequate idea of this seventh stog 
of spiritual unfoldment. We must leave it o your intuition 
to combine the suggestions of the picture with the mcnn
iug:s of the letter Tav. H re is a represent~tion ·of w_hat yo.u 
really ue, and o what the co mos really 1s. The umvcrse 1 

theDanceofLife. The immortal, centralSelfofyou.- Tb l 

is t e te:rnal Dancer. 

208 

XXVI 

METHODS OF STUDY 

TB[S book aims to put 'nro your bands the fundamental 
knowledge of Tarot symbol·sm which will enable you to 
use the Keys intelligently. In the nature of things, 't cannot 
possibly exhaust the ubject. One has only to remember 
that the twenty-two Keys can be arranged - using them 
ali - in no less than 1,124,727,000,777,607,680,000 
different ways1 to see that when one adds to these the 
innumerable arrangemen s of group of wo, three, four, 
five, six or more Keys, the number of combinations is 
beyond reckoning. So far as any human being is con
cerned, he combinations of the Keys are practically infi
nite. Just a all the words iD the dictionary are made up of 
letters of the alphabet, so may the Tarot Keys be arranged 
o form a limitless number of "words11 in the occult speech 

of pictorial symbolism. 
Indeed, one application of the Tarot Keys is to use them 

for spelling out words in the Hebrew tongue. This does not 
mean that every word in a Hebrew die ionary has a hidden 
occult significance. It does mean that many words in the 
Old Testament, and in technical works of occultism, do 
reveal their deeper meanings when they are transposed 
into the carr spondiDg Tarot Key . This is particularly 
true of the divine and ange · c names in the Hebrew 
lanbruage, and applies also to many Hebrew proper names 
such as ADM, Adam, ChVH,. Eve, QIN, Cain, HBL, Abel,. 
and so on. The names of the twelve tribes of Israel, in par
ticular, offer many striking suggestio s when they are 
spelled out with Tarot Keys. 

Such uses of the Tarot, however, are of interest to .rela
tively few persoDs. Some of them arc dealt with in the 
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more advanced courses of instruction of Th B til · , 
the Adytum, Los Angel s, Calliomia. 

The mo t impo umt use of Tarot is to cvok • th< 1 I . I 
this time you are aware hat every one of the Key orr 
sp nds to omething in your own make-up. ry 11 t I 
practice will demonstrate to y u the fact that K •y I, u 
example, will help you to develop a ke~ncr pow r u ·c 1 ~ 

centra ion and attention. By looking at Key 2, you wtll 
impi'OVe your powers of recollec ion. Key 3 will d ~ · k 
your creative imagination. And o on, tbr u lh 5 n · 

We recommend, therefore, that you tak on K y d,Jtl 1 

and look at it for five minutes. When you do o, 1 •t tl I 
y·our iote11tiou to employ the time thus spent for 1 
spec:illc purpos·e of evoking fro your inner con 'clO t · • s 
tbe power whic· corresponds to that Key. 

Throughou this book we have noted the color · <l t h 
mu ical on s corresponding to th Hebrew letter . y 11 

will look at something yellow, amd intone h not· 
E-naturaJ before you begin to look at Key l, you will inL ·n 
ify th evocative effect of that Key. Use, for th in to 1 •· 

tion, a word like the Sanskrit Pranava, AUM, or the r 
mystery-name lAO, which is ptonounced ee-ah-oh. C • 
intone one of the statements of he Pattern on lh 
ne tleb ·ard. 

Prov'de yourself with a loos -leaf notebook. Olt n, u 
you are 1 oking at a Key,. it will suggest omen w id 'I, 
Makeanoteofitimmediat.ely. Youmayalsou thi b ~ 

to keep track of iniorma ion about Hebrew lc cr., 
numbers, etc. You will find, now that you have beg-r.:m th i 
study, that as prising quantity of information rela iv · t , 
numb rs, Hebrew letters, and oth r matters connect d 
w·th Tarot will come your way, almos w'·thout your see· 
ing it. 

Tbu you may need, in addition to your notebook, som 
convenient way to file clippings rom magazines and n ws
papeTs. T e lea t sati factory way to preserve these i to 
paste them in a book. A et of trong maniUa envelope is 
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far better. For practical purposes, envelopes opening on the 
side are more convenient. In t · ese you may file your clip
pings, usiD.g whatever simple filing system you may in
venr. One of the best is to have twenty-two envelopes, on 
for each K y. Whenever you add a new it.e o your collec
tion, put i in the proper envelope, and make a note of it on 
the outside of the envelope. 

Remember, you have only begun to learn about Tarot. 1b 
have the benefit of this wonderful invention, the Keys 
must be inside you. Th's means that you mu t b ab·e to 
call up the image of any Key by a simple act of will When 
you can do this, Tarot will be part of your very flesh and 
blood~ and then it will begin to effect far-leaching ttans
formations in your thinking, and thus in your living. 
What · s more, all t cse transformations will be of pos · tive 
benefit to yourself and others. 

In the more advanced work, you will find it greatly to 
your advantage to be familiar with the diagram of then e 
of Life at the end of this book. It how , in die circles, the 
English names of the ten Qabalistic Sephiroth, their 
number , th names of the ten Rosicruc ·an Grades, and 
the mystic eq a io s connected with these Grade . 

The paths connecting th ten circle are those of the 
twenty-two letters and their corresponding Keys. Each of 
these path corresponds also to the mode o con c · ousn 
a tributed to its letter, and each path i r lated to the color 

ntioned for its letter in thi book. 
The colors of the Sephiroth are: Crown,. Wbite; Wisdom, 

Gray; Understanding, Black; Mere~ Blue; Severit~ R d; 
Beauty, Yellow; Victory, Green; Splendor, range; Founda
tion, Violet; Kingdom, C'trine, Ru set, Olive md Black. 
The citrine is placed in the upper quarter of tb tenth cir
cle, the russet in the quarter at the observer's left, the olive 
in the quarter at the observer's ight, and the black in the 
lower qwuter. 

Thus, from the information given in this book, y u will 
be able to mak a colored diagram of the nee. Not every 
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reader will ·Care to do so, but those who do follow o t 
this hiot will find it leading to some very interesting 
discoveries. 

Again, ince every path connects t~o _circles, . the Tarot 
Key belonging to it may be said to he~m 1n th~ cucle b .a 
in the smaller number, and to end m the cucle ~ arm ' 
the larger. Thus Key 0 is on the eleven~h P~tn of W~sdom, 
beginn' g in 1, The Crown, and end_mg m 21 Wtsdom. 
Many clues to the deeper occult meanmg ?f the _Key , and 
many of the reasons for the symbols used ~ therr compo
sition may be found by studying the placmg of the am 
on th~ Tree of Life. Not that in this di3f,rtam tb numb r 
~~ the Keys are placed near the letteiS, and are d" stin 
guished by small letters leading from the let, ers o h 
numbers. The other numbers are the numbers of the Paths 
of Wi dom. In the Qabalah the Sephiroth arc call d 
"paths" and so .are the letters. Thus there are Thirty-two 

aths of Wi dom. The name of the modes of consciou 
ness or intelligence couesponding to the ten Sephirotl 
wiH be found in Chapter 2. The names of the m?des ?C 
cons.ciousness corresponding to he letters .are g~v n w 
sub equ nt chapters, tluoughout his book. 
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TAROT DIV1NATION 

To CARRY ouT the instruct' ons in this chapter, you wil 
need a complete Tarot pack. I does not much ma ter what 
the designs may be. A good pack, drawn by Augustus 
Knapp, wllS is ued some years since by Manly P. all. It is 
no onger available. ecause of the war, the French exo· 
t ric Tarot, which is perfectly good for divination, i hard 
to get, and so · s the Rider pack. here is, however, an 

- erican version of the Rider designs, which may be had 
from the publishers of this book. 

Not everyone can use the Tarot for divination. It takes a 
certain temperament. If one bas this temperament, ord' 
nary cards will erve just as well as the Tarot. If one lacks 
't, th most careful attent'on to the rule for divination 
will no produce sa isfac ory results. Ther,e ar many other 
sys ems for giving ureadings'' with Tarot cards. W b lieve 
this to be one of the best. 

This method of divination is not intended for fortune
telling. If you debase it to, that purpose, you will cripple 
yourself piritua.lly. Its proper application ',s to th s lu
tion of serious que tions, for yourself or others. 

Before attempting to divine, learn the d"vinatory :mean
ing of the 78 card . Do not try divination until you have 
committed these meanings to memory, beca se the sub
conscious response and control of shuffling required for 
divination necessi tate thorough knowledge of the mean
ing of every pictme. 

The divinatory meaning of the ma; r trumps are: 

0. Tb.e Fool. m spiritual matters: Originality, auda.cl y, ven tur • 
some quest . In m terial aff.a.ir : olly, eccentricity, inconsiderate 
action. 
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l. The Magician. Constructive power, ini· i ive, kill, uhL · t 
crah, occult wisdom and power. 

2. T e High Pdestes . All meanmss derivable from u tl I" l 
· 1uctuadon, reaction, secrets, things hidden, unreve~led !uuu . 

3. The Empres . Pruitfulo' s, b auty, luxury, plea ur , su c.. • 
Badly placed in a divinatory layout: Dissipation, luxuriou n · , 

nsllillity. 
4. The Emperor. Stability, power; reason; ambi ion; ov r igLt , 

control. 
5. T e Hie:rophant. Intuition, teaching, insplra ion; mar i 'l , 

alliance; occult force voluntarily invoked. 
6. Tb Lovers. Attraction, beauty, lov Harmony of inner and 

outer life. 
7. The Chario . 'Iiiumph, victory, n.nd the like. 
8. Strength. Action, cowage, power, control of the lif -force. 
9. The Hermit. Wisdom £rom above, prudence, circumsp cdon 

10. The Wheel of Fortune. Destiny; good fortune; turn for Lht· 
better. 

11. Justice. Sneng h and Coree, but arrested, sin the ac { jt1dg 
ment. Legal affairs, law·uits, wh the qu tio rclat to matc ri.l 
nffairs. 

12. Th Hanged Man. In spiritual matters: Wisdom, surr ndcr to 
th :inevitabJe. Io material affairs: Losses, rever es. 

3. Death. Contrarierie ; sudden change; death. 
14. 'ICmperancc. Combination, adap ation, economy, manag m n 
15. The vil. Bondag , materiality, n ce ·ity, foree, fate. 
16. Th e Thwer. Danger, conflict, unfore ecn catastrophes, 

ambition. 
17. The Star. Insight; hope; influence over oth rs. 
18. Th Moon.¥ luntaty change; deception; hidden en mi 
19. The Sun. Liberation; gain; riches. 
2.0. fudgc.mcnt. Decision, rcncwali det nnincs :1 matter. 
'2 . The Wor· d. Syntb sis1 success; change of place. 

DtvlNAroRY M£A.NINCS OF MINOR TRUMPS 

WANDS: Ac (1]: E:or.:rgy, strength, enterpri c; principle; beginning. 
2. omm10n. 
3. EstabU bed trength. 
4. Perfected work. 
5. Strife; competition. 
6. Victory aft r tri.fei gain. 
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7. Va1or; courage in face of difficulties, 
8. Activity; swiftnessi .appro .cb to goal. 
9. Preparcdn ; str ngth in reserve; victory te oppositi.on. 

10. ppreSBion; hurd n of iU-r gul ted power. 
KING · ark man, friendly, ard nt; honesty; po ible inheritance. 
QUEP.N ark woman, magnetic, friendly. Businc ucccs . 
KNIGH'I' Dark, friendly, young man. Departure. Change of 

res'dcncc. 
PIIGI!: Dark young man. Mcs n:ger. Brill'anoe, ooutage. 

C UPS· Ac (11: Fertility, productiveness, beaury, pleasure. 
2. Reciprocity, n:fiecti ~. 

3. Pleasure, liberality, ful£.lmcnt, happy i u . 
Contem lation. Dis ati faction with material ne<:ess. 

5. Los in ple· ur . Par inl loss. Vain regret. 
6. Beginning o£ steady gain, but b •ginning only. New relations, 

new environment. 
7. Rlusionary success. Ideas, designs, resolutions. 
S. Abandoned success; instab ' i y. Leaving material success for 

something higher. 
9. Mat rialsucces ; physical well- ing. 

10. Lasting succes i happiness to come. 
KINe: Pair man; calm exterior. Subtle, viol nt, artistic. 
QUI!JlN: Fair wo an; imaginativ , p ic. Cift of vision. 
KN GMT: air man, ~'nus' an, indolent. Arrival, approach. 
PACE: Fair, studious youth. Reflection. N w . 

SwoRDS: Ace (I): Invoked {o cc:; conquest; activity. 
2.. B l need force; ind ci ion; friend hlp. 
3. Sorrow, di appointment, tear ·. D lay, abs nee, eparatio 
4 . Ite t from s rife; relief from 3mtiety; Quietness, re t, rest al er 

illness. NOT n card of d th. 
5. Dcl at, lo s, failure, lander, d ishonor. 
6. Succe af cr anxiety; passage hom difficulties; a journey by 

water. 
7. Un table effort; uncertainty; partial succc s. 
8. Indecision; wa te of energy in details; a crisis. 
9. Worry; uffering, despair, misery. Los . 

10. Ruin, pain, d o] tion; uddcn misfortune. NOT n card 
udden d ath. In spiritual m tters: nd o{ d lusion. 

KING: Distrustful, suspicious man. Full of id as, though ts and 
designs.. arc, observation1 cxtre e caution. 
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QUllllN: Widowhood; mourning. A keen, quick, int nsely p()rccp 
tive, subtle woman. Usually fond of dancing. 

KNIGHT: Activ·e, clever, subtle, kilful, domineering y u m n . 
.Enmity, wra. th, war. 

PA : Vigilant, acute, subtle, active :youtb. 

PENTAC s: Ace (11: Material gain, wealth, oontentment. 
2. Harmony in. midst of change. 
3. Construct· on; material in ere as ; growr.h; financial gain. 
4. !Ear bly power; pbysicallorcc. i skill in directing them, 
5. Cc:mcordan.ce; a.ffinity; adaptation, !Waite's symboH m sh w~ 

that the concord and harmony .are necessa.ril y interior. lw 
unfortunates out in tbe snow are tbe p:ro£an , those who hnvc 
not gra p :.d th inne Ugh t.J' 

6. Material prosperity, philanthropy, present . 
7. Success unfulfiUe~; delay, bm growth. 
8. Skill in material affairs. 
9. Prud nee; ma tcrial gain; comple ion. 

10. Wealth; riches; material prosperity. 
KINC : Fdendly, steady, reliable married man. 
QURBN: Generou, mt Uige t, charming, moody married woman. 
KNtG~ Laboricus, patient, duU yollllg m.an. 
PACE.: Di.Jlgeot, cotroful, dcUberatc youth. 

N.B. Pages ·ay be young girls as well as young lad . 
Que ens are not always married, but represent rat h r 
women with experience of life. 

l. Belor begin.nimg to divine1 ~e sue that the Que nl 
!person fo:r whom divination is madeJ has formula cd 1 s 
question. Explain to him that all quest"ons co·me und r 
four ma·or heads- fal work, business1 etc.; fb } love, mm 
riage, or pleasure; jcJ trouble, loss, scandal, quarreling, 
etc.; fdl money, goods and such purely material mat r . 
Be careful tha the Qucrent does not tell you his qu stion 
or its nature be 'Ore you begin to divine. 

2. Make your mind as passive as poss'ble while your 
shuffling and laying o,ut tbe cards. Do not try to guess. 
by what the cards suggest to you. 

3. Do not Um.i yourself to the divinatory meaning. 
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given :in the outline. They are general, and under the 
special circumstances of a divination~ may be altered. Say 
what comes to you to say. 

4. It is better to learn the meanings of the cards than to 
wr' e the meani:Qgs on them. Better for yourself, .and more 
impressive for the Quereut. By learning the meanings of 
tmee cards a day, you may master the significance of the 
whole pack in 26 days .. 

In addition to tbe meanings given above, observe and 
learn the following additional points: 

Kings and Queens usually show actual men and women 
connected wi h the matter. 

Knights s·ometimes repre.sent th coming or going of a 
matter, according to the direc·tion in which they face. 

Pages indicate young peop e, but o·ften show opinions, 
thought, ideas- either in harmony wi th1 or opposed to the 
subject. 

A majority of: 

WANDS - Energy, oppo ition, quarrel. 
CUP - leasure, merriment. 
Swonns - nouble, sadness, iekn s, death. 
PI!NTA.Cl!S-Bu.sines , money1 possessions, 
MAroR TRUMPS - Strong forces beyond the Querent' control. 
CouRT CA.Ii.OS- Society, meetings of many p rsoos. 
AcES -Strength generally. Aces ar always strong cards. 

If a spread contains: 

4 Aces- Great power <md force. 
3 Aees - Richcs, succes . 
4 Kuitgbts-Swiftness, rapidity. 
3 Knigb s-Unexpected meetings. KnightS, as rule, show news. 
4 Queens - Authority and influence. 
3 Queen - Powerful friends. 
4 Kings- Meetings with the great . 
3 Kings.-Rank and honor. 
4 Pag~s-New ideas or lans. 
3 l'ag; s - Society of the young. 
4 Thns - Anxiety, responsibility. 
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3 Thns- Buying, selling, commerce. 
4 Nines-Added responsibUi ies. 
3 Nines - Correspondence. 
4 Eight -Much news. 
3 Eights - Muc b joum yin g. 
4 Sevens- Disappointments. 
3 Sevens- Com.p,a_ct , oontracts. 
4 Sixes -.Pleasure. 
3 Sixes- Gain1 success. 
4 Fives - Order, regularity. 
3 Fives - Quanels, fights. 
4 Fom - NJ·st, peace. 
3 Fours- Industry. 
4 Threes -Resolution, dete:rmination. 
3 Tbrees - D'ceit. 
4 TW:os- Confer nccs, conversation . 
3 "1\vos-Reorganization, recommendation. 

Aca.rdis strong or weak, well cH.gnifiedo ill dignified n -
cording to the cards :next to it on either s ·de. Cards of th · 
same slrit on either side strengthen it greatly fur good or 
evil, according to their nature. Cards of opposite nature 
weaken it greatly, for ither good or ev· . 

Swords are inimical to Pentacles; Wands a.re inimical to 
Cups. Swords .ar friendly wi b Cups and Wandsi Wands 
are friendly with Swords and Pentacles. 

If a. card falls between two others which are · nimica.l. to 
ea,ch other tas a Sword card betwe n a Cup and a Wmd J, h 
is no m ucb affected by either. 

METHOD OP OIV]NATION 

l. The Sjgn.ificator.-This is the card selected o epr '~ 
sent the Qucrent. 

Married Men-KiiJ.Wi. 
Bachelors-Knights. 
Women P st 18- Qneens. 
Adolescents of El her Se - Pages. 
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Some diviners use the Magician for men, the High 
Priestess for women. Others cho.ose the major ttu.mp rep
resenting tb sun sign of the Querent, on the hypothesis 
that the sun sign represents the true rndividuali cy of the 
person. In gene al, however, i ·· s safer to choose one of the 
sixteen court cards, as indicated above. Choose the Sig
nificator according to your knowledge or judgement of the 
Querent's cha.:racter, :ratber than according to bis physical 
characteristics. 

2. ShufRe theca ds1 until you feel like topping_ 
3. Hand the cards to Querent1 ask him to think of the 

question attentively, an(l cut the cards with his left hand
The Querent should restore the cut, that is, put the pile 
which was on the bottom before cutting above the p"le 
consisting of the upper half of the pack. 

4. Take the cards as cut, and place them on the table 
before you. 

5. Cut the pack with the left hand, and place the top 
b a.lf to the left. 

6. Cut each of these two packs to the left. 
7. These four stacks represent IHVH from righ to left. 
8. Find the Significator. If in the:: I pack, the question 

refers to work, enterprise ideas, etc.; if in the H pack1 to 
marriage, love or pleasure; if · n the V pack to trouble~ los ,, 
c.andal, quarre ing, etc.; if in the second H pack,, to 

money, goods, purely material matters. 
9. 'Jell the Querent what he has come for. That is, from 

the position of the Significatot in one of the 4 piles, declare 
to him the general nature of his question. H wrong, aban
don the divination. o not resume the attempt within 
two hours. Be er, wait until another day. 
10. If right, spread out the pack containing the SigniB

cator, arrangj.ng the cards in a circle or wheel. 
11. Count the cards &om the Significator, in the direc

tion i.n which the figure printed on card faces. If the figure 
on the card fac s ndther right nor left, but straight out 
from the picture, count to your left. 
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N.B.- It is advisable to arrange he cards on the tabl o 
that the Signi:flcator will be at the top of the wheel. ' ut be 
careful not to alter the sequence of the cards in so doing. 

The counting showd invariably i:nclud the ca:rd from 
wib.ich you start. Thus, if the Signiflcator is a Page, you w iII 
ooun Seven, and if the card the count ends with be a v ·n 
in one of the suits of minor trumps, you will begin yow 
second count of seven with that card and so on. 

For Kings, Queens and Knights, count 4. 
For Pages, count 7. 
For Aces.j count 11. 
For small cards of minor trumps, collllt according to t h c 

numb t printed a:t the top. 
For major tru.mps, count: 3 for elemental trumps jO, 

FooL1 12, HANCBD MAN; 20, JuoCEMllNTI'; 9 fo th · 
planetary trumps (those correspondin,g to doubl letter; 
and pairs of opposites); 12 for trumps epresen ting sign o 
the zodiac. 

Make a story of these cards. It is the story of the begin 
DiDg of the affair. 

12. Pair the cards on either side of the Signi:Bcator, then 
those outside them, and so, on. Make another story, .filling 
up details omitted in the first. 

Thes,e two stories may not be quite accurate, bu it is to 
!be r membered that your Que:r:ent does not, as a rule, 
know everything about the matter. Nevertheless, the mrun 
outlines houJd be such as he can recogniz-e. If not, ab n 
don the operation at this point. 

SECOND 0Pil.RABON 

Develops the question. 
1. Shuffie and let Querent cut, as before. 
2.. Deal the cards into 12. packs, for the 12 astrologicaJ 

ibouses of heaven. 
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3. Find the Significator. According to house in which it 
is found1 judge that the matter will ibe affected by the 
general quality of tha house. The meanings of the houses 
are: 

First - The person himself. 
Second-His finances.. Gain or loss, according to theca.rds found 

in this pile. 
Third- Brothem-s, sist rs. Short journeys, writings, men. tal incli

nations and abilities. 
Fourth - father, home1 envirorunen t, domestic affair , lands, 

mines and real estate genernlly. 
fliftb - Cbildren, loo affairs, pleasur , p cula ion. 
Six b - Sickness, servants, mployers, food, cloth:ing, hygiene, 

-ervice, sms.ll animals.. 
Sev ntb- Unions, partnership, maniage, contracts, dealings 

with o hero1 nd lbe public gcncraH y, h:gal affairs, open 
enmities. 

Bigbth-Dca.tb, psychic experiences of the spiriti tic kind, all 
m~tten; connected with the dead, such as legacies1 etc. Al'lo' 
financial affairs f the usiness or marriage partner. 

Ninth-Long journeys, foreign countries, places r mote from 
birthplac , philosophy, religion, educ tion, dreams, visions1 

psychlc <k.-v -lopme t. 
Tenth- Profession, occupation, honor, fame, promotion1 

mother1• employer. Also gOvernment aHairs. 
El ~Vi mh-:&~ends, as ociations, hopes and fears. 
'IWe lfth - Unseen or unexpected tronb]es, · dden or secret nmi

ties. Restraint, limitations, hospitals, prisons, insane 
asylums, sanitariums and the like. Secret ·ocieties, occult.i.sm 
of the practical on, and oq;:anizations devotied to it. Large 
animals .. 

4. Spread out tbe pile containing the S iguifica tor, as in 
former operation, and count and pair as before. Remember 
tha.t the two stories thus dev loped must be more or less 
coloted by the nature of the house in which the 
SigniSca or falls. 

Ttmw 0PBRATION 

1. Shu.B:le, etc., as before. 
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2. Dealt cruds into twelve stacks, representing the s ~n 
of the zodi~c. Even if you have no astrological information 
particularly, you can judge the general meaning of th 
signs, because each is rep1esented by a majo1 t1ump. Po 
example, if the Significator should fall in the stack c 
responding to Capricorn1 d1e further development I t 1 • 
question would be in accordance with the occult mcan 'n • 
of the letter Ayin and the 15th majOI trump. U a mat rial 
question, it would p obably denote limitation. If one oi 
pleasure, danger or over~indulgence on the sense side. Yl w 
own knowledge of the trumps will help you in his. 

The order of the 12 signs is: 
1. Aries - 4. EMP.EROR 

2. 'f'a.urus - 5. HIE OPHANT 

3. Gemini - 6. Lov tS 
4. Canc:er - 7. CHARlOT 

5. Leo - 8. S"t"ltll.NCTI'I 
6. Virgo - 9. HERMIT 
7. Libra - 11. }US11CI! 

8 . Scorpio - 13. DEJUH 
9. Sagitta.riu - 14. TI!.Ml 'RllAN 11 

10. Capricorn - 15. Dllvtl. 
l l. Aquarius - 17. STAR 

12. P'sce - I S. Mu N 

3. Find Signliicator, count aucl pair a before. 

FOURTH 0PrutATl N 

ShufHe, etc., as hdore. 
2. Deal cards into ten stacks. Each stack corresponds to 

one of the Sephiroth, and thus to one of the statemcn s f 
being in the B;O.T.A affumat'ons. Thus, if the Signi&c tor 
~ bonld fall in the seventh pile, he conclusions of th · 
divination would all be colored by the statement 'jLiving 
from that Will, sU!pported by its unfailing Wisdom a.nd 
Undcrs mdingr mine i tbe Victow:ious life," and your ad 
v'ce to, theQ · erent would all proceed from that basic id ~• . 

3. Find Significator, count and pair a before. 
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As a rule, but not always1 the first op·eution shows past 
time, particularly in the pairing o cards1 when thos 
which are in the pile away from which the Sibrnificator 
faces will usually indicate past time. If he faces out1 those 
on your ri,gh t will be past time as a. rnle. 

Experience alone will enable you to judge time with any 
degree of accuracy, and no rules can be given. If you are 
possessed of the psychic qualifications necessary to a 
diviner, you will Hfeel" time. 

Finally, let me reiterate the thought that this is not to be 
used for vulgar fortune telling, or to amuse a party of 
friends. If you yield to the temptation so to abllSe this 
information, you will pay for it in the los of all power of 
true divination, and probably in the loss of abil" ty to con
trol the highet rates o·f psychic vibration. Thus the ult'
mat·e result of abuse of this divinatory practice will be to 
make you more negative1 mo e the slave of circum tance, 
more liable to evil of every kind. 
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