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“Dalla straordinarieth degli effetti certo pud indursi la straordinarieth, la
grandezza, I’ insistenza delle cagioni; ma I’ intreccio e I’ alterno prevalere
di queste, 1’ attrazione che esercitano, sfuggono all’ analisi. Il mistero
precinge la notturna fecondazione. Dai piu disparati sentimenti trae
vigore la setta. Le materie pil preziose ed insieme le meno elette con-
corrono a, formare questo gigante, rifusione ciclopica e tetra di quanto
¢ agita, ribolle e schinma nelle viscere sociali.”—G. DE CASTRO.

From the extraordinary nature of the effects we may infer the extra-
ordinary nature, grandeur, and permanency of the causes ; but their con-
nection, varying predominance, and mutual attraction, escape all analysis,
Mystery surrounds the obscure fecundation. Sects draw vigour from the
most opposite sentiments. The most exalted as well as the meanest
elements concur in forming this giant, a cyclopean and black fusion of all
that seethes, boils, and ferments in the social viscera.
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PREFACE TO THE NEW EDITION

Ta1s is not so much a second edition of my book on Secret
Societies published in 1875 as an almost entirely new work.

‘When the first edition was published, some of the societies
had scarcely any history. Of the Nihilists, for instance, the
account now given, recording their doings within the last
eighteen years, fills many pages of this work. The story of
other societies, active even then, such as the Fenians, had to
be brought down to date, and yielded much new matter.

I have thought it desirable to give fuller particulars of
certain societies than I had given in the first edition, such as
the Jesuits, for instance —the new matter having either
been kept back, or being the result of further research.

Accounts of societies not included in the first edition will
be found here. I may instance “Crata Repoa,” “ Rosheniah,”
and “ Skopzi.”

A few of the articles of the first edition have been reduced ;
such, for instance, as that on the Paris Commune, which has
not now that immediate interest its then recent activity
imparted to it.

Great changes have also been made in the arrangement of
the matter.

Secret Societies may be arranged either chronologically, or
locally, or topically. Each arrangement has its advantages
and disadvantages; the former are obvious, the latter may
be stated thus:—.

By arranging societies according to chronology, those
which are topically connected or identical will sometimes
be placed at so great a distance as to impair the continuity
of interest. By arranging them locally, the chronological
connection must suffer; and by arranging them according
to subjects or topics, the reader obtains no clear view of:
the sequence of events. I have therefore endeavoured
to combine the three modes of representing the great
drama of Secret Societies by making the topical arrange-
ment its basis, and on that marshalling the societies first
according to locality, and lastly according to time. Thus

xiil
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in the first Book of the work the topic is Ancient Mysteries
and Religious Societies; they are arranged according to
localities, and the third consideration is the time. Therefore
the Eastern Societies come first, in chronological order; then
the Western, in the same order; so that the Magi of Persia
form the first, and the Scandinavian Drottes of Europe the
last in the list. :

A full list of authorities consulted being given, it has not
been considered necessary to encumber the pages with foot-
notes ; the general reader does not want them, and the student
will know what work to refer to for verification.

The work, as now presented to the public, is the result of

" twenty-five years’ study and research, involving the acquisi-

tion and collation of the English and foreign literature on
the subject, and therefore claims to be a cyclopedia of
Secret Societies, giving concise, but quintessential, details
of all worth recording, and omitting only those whose duration
was ephemeral, and action trivial.

C. w. H

October, 1896.

et
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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

FoRr many years the fascinating subject of Secret Societies
had engaged my attention, and it had long been my inten-
tion to collect in a comprehensive work all the information
that could be gathered from numerous, often remote, and
sometimes almost inaccessible, sources concerning one of the
most curious phases of the history of mankind—those secret
organisations, religious, political, and social, which have ex-
isted from the most remote ages down to the present time.
Before, however, I had arranged and digested my materials,
a review in the Athencum (No. 2196) directed my attention

to the Italian work, “Il Mondo Secreto,” by Signor De:

Castro, whom I have since then had the pleasure of meeting
at Milan. T procured the book, and intended at first to give
a translation of it; but thcugh I began as a translator, my
labours speedily assumed a more independent form. Much,
I found, had to be omitted from an original coloured by a
certain political bias, and somewhat too indulgent to various
Italian political sects, who, in many instances, were scarcely
more than hordes of brigands. Much, on the other hand,
had to be added from sources, chiefly English and German,
unknown to the Italian author; much had to be placed on
a different basis ‘and in another light; and again, many

- societies not mentioned by Signor De Castro had to be intro-
duced to the reader, such as the Garduna, the Chauffeurs, .

Fenians, International, O-Kee-Pa, Ku-Klux, Inquisition,
Wahdbees ; so that, with these additions, and the amplifica-
tions of sections in the original Italian, forming frequently
entirely new articles, the work, as it now is presented to the
English public, though in its framework retaining much of
its foreign prototype, may yet claim the merit of being not
only essentially original, but the most comprehensive account
of Secret Societies extant in English, French, German, or
Italian, the leading languages of Kurope; for whatever has
been written on the subject in any one of them has been
consulted and put under contribution. In English there is

no work that can at all compete with it, for the small book
Xv
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published in 1836 by Charles Knight, and entitled, “ Secret
Societies of the Middle Ages,” embraces four societies only.

The student who wishes for more ample information will
have to consult the lists of authorities given at the head of
each Book, as it was thought best not to encumber the text
with foot-notes, which would have swelled the work to at
least twice its present extent. The reader may rest satisfied
that few statements are made which could not be supported
by numerous and weighty authorities; though dealing as we
do here with societies whose very existence depended on
secrecy, and which, therefore, as a matter of policy, left
behind them as little documentary evidence as possible, the
old distich applies with peculiar force :—

“ What is hits is history,
And what is mist is"'mystery.”

Again, bearing in mind that the imperative compass of
- the work exacted a concise setting forth of facts—ranging
as the subject does over a surface so vast—I have beern care-
ful to interrupt the narrative only by such comments and
reflections as would seem almost indispensable for clearing -
up obscurities or supplying missing historical links.

It may at first appear ag if some societies had improperly
been inserted in this work as * secret ” societies; the Free-
masons, for instance. Members of secret associations, it
might be objected, are not in the habit of proclaiming their
membership to the world, but no Freemason is ashamed or
afraid of avowing himself such; nay, he is rather proud of
the fact, and given to proclaim it somewhat obtrusively; yet
the most rabid Celt, who wishes to have a hand in the re-
generation of his native land by joining the Fenian brother-
hood, has sense enough to keep his affiliation a profound
secret from the uninitiated. But the rule I have followed in
adopting societies as “secret” was to include in my collection
all such as had or have ‘secret rites and ceremonies” kept
from the outer world, though the existence of the society.
itself be no secret at all. In fact, no association of men can
for any length of time remain a secret, since however anxious
the members may be to shroud themselves in darkness, and
remain personally unknown, the purpose for which they band
together must always betray itself by some overt acts; and
wherever there is an act, the world surmises an agent ; and if
none that is visible can be found, a secret one is suspected.
The Thugs, for instance, had every desire to remain un-
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known ; yet the fact of the existence of such a society was
suspected long before any of its members were discovered.
On the principle also of their being the propounders of
secret doctrines, or doctrines clothed in language under-
stood by the adepts alome, Alchymists and Mystics have
found places in this work; and the Inquisition, though a
state tribunal, had its secret agents and secret procedure,
and may therefore justly be included in the category of
~ Secret Societies.

Secret Societies, religious and political, are again spring-
ing up on many sides: the religious may be dismissed
without comment, as they are generally without any novelty
or significance, but those that have political objects ought

not to be disregarded as without importance. The Inter-

_national, Femans, Communists, Nihilists, Wahdbees, are
secretly aiming at the overthrow of existing governments
and the present order of things. The murders of English-
men perpetrated by native Indians point to the machinations
of secret societies in British India. Before the outbreak of
the great Indian mutiny English newspaper correspondents
spoke rather contemptuously of sbme religious ceremony
observed throughout British India of carrying small loaves
from village to village, but this ceremony was the summons
to the people to prepare for the general rising; hence the
proceedings of the natives should be closely watched.

November, 1874.

VOL. 1. b







R e O R

AUTHORITIES CONSULTED

N.B.—The books to the titles of which an * 18 prefixed are in the author's
own library.

ANCIENT MYSTERIES IN GENERAL.

ANQUMII.. Zend-Avesta. Paris, 1771.

*ApULEIUS. Les Metamorphoses, ou I’ dne d’or, Traduites en Frangais
par Victor Bétoland. Paris, 1873.

#Bacchus Elucidated ; or, The Gospel according to the Heathen, Lon-
don, 1864.

Barta, Ueber die Druiden. Erlau, 1826.

Beaxr, 8. A Catens of Buddhist Scriptures, from the Chinese. Lon-
cfon, 1871. .

—— The Romantic Legend of Sakya Buddha. London, 187s.

*BJORNBTIERNA, Count M. The Theogony of the Hindoos, with their
systems of Philosophy and Cosmogony. 8vo. 1884.

*BouraNGER, M. L’Antiquité Dévoilée. Three vols. Amsterdam,
1777-

*Brepow, G. G. Handbuch der alten Geschichte. Altona, 1837.

*BRYANT, J. New System of Ancient Mythology. Six vols. Plates.
London, 1807. ‘

Ceesar de Bell. Gall., vi. 12, 13. The Druids. -

Carraneo, C. Le Origine Italiche illustrate coi libri sacri dell’ Antica
Persia.

CoLEBROOKE. Essay on the Philosophy of India. 1853.

*Duruis, C. F. Origine de tous les Cultes. Paris, 1869.

ErcaaorN, De Solo Invicto Mithras.

FaBer. Horme Mosaice, Oxford, 18o1.

—— Miysteries of the Cabiri. Oxford, 1803.

HaMmeR. Mémoire sur le Culte de Mithra. Paris, 1833.

*HEDERICH, B, Lexicon Mythologicum. Leipzig, 1741.

Hieeins, Celtic Druids, London, 1829.

Hypr. De Religione Veteram Persarum. Oxford, 1700.

Jacor, H. Der Buddhismus und seine Geschichte. Leipzig, 1882, &c.

xix

B o




XX ~ AUTHORITIES CONSULTED

Jacopr, H. The Kalpa Sutra of Bhadrabahu ; or, The Jain Gospels,
Leipzig, 1879.

JenNiNgs. Jewish Antiquities. London, 1766.

Jonms. Extracts from the Vedas.

*KANNE, J. A. System der Indischen Mythe. Leipzig, 1813

LasseN, Gymnosophista. Bonn, 1832.

*LuNorMANT, F. Il Mito di Adone-Tammuz nei Documenti Cunei-
formi. = Firenze, 1879.

¥ Chaldean Magic; its Origin and Development. Translated
from the French. London, 1877.

*Lucius, P. E.  Der Essenismus. Strasburg, 1881.

LyDE, 8. The Ansyreeh and Ismalech ; a Visit to the Secret Sects of
Northern Syria. London, 1853.

—— The Asian Mystery : illustrated in_the History, Religion, and
Present State of the Ansayreeh or Nusairis of Syria. London,
1861.

*MackEY, A. G. Lexicon of Freemasonry. London, 1867.

*MauURICE, THOS. Indian Antiquities. Five vols. Plates. London,
1792.

—— History of Hindostan. Three vols, 4to. - Plates. London, 1795.

MEeyER. Der Tempel Solomons. Berlin, 1830.

MgrLEr. Mithras. Wiesbaden, 1833.

*MOLLER, Max. Lecture on Buddhist Nihilism. London, 1869.

*Oniver. History of Initiation. « London, 1841.

OUwAROFF. Essais sur les Mystéres d’Eleusis. Paris, 1816.

Priny. Nat Hist., xvi. 95. The Druids.

*PrucHE, Abbé. History of the Heavens. Translated by J. B. de
Freval. Two vols. London, 1752.

*PrEscorT, W. H. History of the Conquest of Mexico. Three vols,
London, 1852.

*— History of the Conquest of Peru. . Edited by J. F. Kirk. Lon-

don, 1878.
*RagoN. Cours Philosophique des Initiations anciennes et modernes.
Paris, 1841.

RuopE. Die Heilige Sage. Frankfort, 1820.

RomiN. Recherches sur les Initiations anciennes et modernes.
Saint-Vicror. Mysteries of Antiquity. Ispahan, 1788.
ScuELLING. Uber die Gétter von Samothrace,

*ScruBERT. Nachtseite der Naturwissenschaft. Leipzig, 1850.
SENART, E. Essai sur la Légende du Bouddha. Paris, 1876.

SILvESTRE DE Saoy. Exposé de la Religion des Druses. Two vols.
Paris, 1838.

———— Essai sur les Mystéres d’Eleusis. 1816.




AUTHORITIES ‘CONSULTED : xx1

*STEVENSON, Rev. J. The Kalpa Stitra and Nava Tatva, illustrative of
the Jain Religion. London, 1848.

*TaciTus. Ann. xiv. 30. The Druids,

*VoLNEY, M. Ruins of Empires. Translated from the French. Map.
London.

WorTaBET, J. Religion in the East ; or, Sketches of all the Rehgmus
Denominations of Syria. London, 1860,

WouLLeErs. Fragmente iiber die Religion Zoroasters, Bonn, 1831.

*YARKER, J., Jun. Notes on the Scientific and Religious Mysteries of
Antiquity, Gnostics and Modern Rosicrucians. London, 1872.

ANTI-SOCIAL.

*AvE-LaneMaNt, F, C. B, Die Mersener Bockreiter, Leipzig, 1880.

*¥BarRDT. Dr. C. F. Geschichte seines Lebens, seiner Meinungen und
Schicksale. Von ihm selbst geschrieben. Four vols. Frankfort,
1790.

*CHRISTIANY, VON L. Eva von Buttler, die Messaline und Muckerin,
Stuttgart, 1870,

—— Nachrichten iiber Schonherrs Leben und Theosophie. Konigs-
berg, 1839.

*EORARDT, J. Modern Russia. London, 1870.
*MarrEL, Count. Brigand Life in Italy. Two vols. London, 1865.

*¥MauaRraJas. History of the Sect of the Maharajas, or Vallabhacharyas,
in Western India. Frontispiece. London, 1865.

*MasTRIANL, F. I Vermi. Two vols. Napoli, 1877, (A work on the
dangerous classes of Naples.)

¥MoNNIER, M. La Camorra, Paris, 1863.

¥Ramaseenna ; or, A Vocabulary of the Language of the Thugs.
Calcutta, 1836.

*Ross, D. The Land of the Five Rivers and Sindh. Map. - London,
1883.

#SLEEMAN, W. H. The Thugs, or Phansigars of India. Philadelphia,

1839.
*TaYLOR, M. Confessions of a Thug. Three vols. London, 1839.
#Thugs : History and Practices of the Thugs. London, 1837.
*Vizzini, A, La Mafia. Roma, 1880.

*PELIRAN, E.  Gerichtlich-medicinische Untersuchungen iiber das
Skopzenthum in Russland. Nebst historischen Notizen, Aus
dem Russischen von Ivanoff. Mit 16 Tafeln und 3 geographischen
Karten, - Gr. 4to. Giessen, 1876.




|

xxii AUTHORITIES CONSULTED

CABALA AND GNOSTICS.

*Agrippa, H. C. Die Cabbala, mit Vorwort von F. Barth, Stuttgart,
1855.
K~xorr voN RosENroTH. Cabala Denudata. 1677.
FrrysTapr, Cabalistische Philosophie. Kénigsberg, 1830. ’,
Frank. La'Cabala. Paris, 1843. :
*MowsreR., Versuch iiber die Alterthiimer der Gmostiker. Anspach, !
1790. .

Scamipr. Ueber die Verwandtschaft der Gmostisch-theosophischen
Lehren mit den Religions-systemen des Orients. Leipsic, 1828,

Marrer. Histoire critique du Gnosticisme. Paris, 1847.
JELLINER, A. Die Kabbala. 1844.

CHIVALRY.

*DE VErTOT, Abbé, Histoire des Chevaliers Hospitaliers de St. Jean,
depuis Chevaliers de Rhodes, et aujourd’hui Chevaliers de Malthe,
Seven vols. Paris, 1772. -

Mirror. Vie des Troubadours.

FaBrE DOLIVET, Poésies occitaniques du x111° sidele.  Paris, 1803. \

Diez. Die Poesie der Troubadours. Zwickau, 1826, ‘

DINA%X. Les Trouveurs de la Flandre et du Tournaisan, Paris,
1839.

Havrien. Histoire de la Poésie provencale,

GaLvant. Osservazioni sulla Poesia de’ Trovatori. Modena, 1839,

BtscHING. Ritterzeit und Ritterwesen. Leipsic, 1823. ' |

Miis. History of Chivalry. London, 1825.

Aroux. Les Mystéres de la Chevalerie. Paris, 1858.

*L’Ordre Teutonique. Two vols. Mergentheim, 1807.

*Koran of Mahommed. Translated by G. Sale. Maps and plan.
London.

*KoraN, Der. Uebersetzt von M. D. Megerlin, Frankfurt, 1771.
#Talmud. Translated by H. Polano. London, 1875.

*CHATCONDYLE, L. Histoire de la Décadence de ’Empire Gree, et
I'Establissement de Celui des Turcs. Traduction de Bourbonois,
Par Thomas d’Artus. Two vols. Fol. plates.. Paris, 1660.

*JosEPHUS. The Works of Flavius Josephus. Translated by Wmn. -
Whiston., Portrait. Halifax, 1844.

~




AUTHORITIES CONSULTED xxiii

FELLOW-CRAFTS.

PERDIGUIER AGRICOLA., Le Livre du Compagnonnage. Paris, 1840.
Moreau. Un Mot sur le Compagnonnage. Auxerre, 1841.
G1raUD. *Réflexions sur le Compagnonnage, Lyon, 1847.
8aND. Le Compagnon du Tour de France.
Scranpro, Le Compagnonnage, ce quil a été, ce qu’il est, &e. Mar-
. seilles, 1850. .
GRmM. Altdeutsche Wilder, Cassel, 1813,
BreNTaNo. Arbeitergilden der Gegenwart. Leipsic, 1871.
Brapes, W. An Account of the German Morality Play, entitled,
“Depositio Cornuti Typographici.” London, 188s. .

FREE JUDGES.

BerCR. Geschichte der westphilischen Vehmgerichte. Bremen, 1814.
*KorrLRraUsCH. Deutsche Geschichte.
Koor. -Verfassung der heimlichen Gerichte. Gottingen, 1794.

TRroos. Sammlung merkwiirdiger Urkunden fiir die Geschichte des
Vehmgerichts. 1826,

UseNER. Die freien und heimlichen Gerichte Westphalens. Frank-
fort, 1832.

D=e Bock. Histoire du Tribunal Secret. Metz, 1801.
*Hurter, R. Das Vehmgericht. Leipzig, 1793.
*WigaND, P. Das Vehmgericht Westphalens. Hamm, 1825.

*LiNDNER, THEoODOR. Die Vehme. Miinster, 1888. See also
“ General.”

GENERAL.

*CasTRO, G. de.- Il Mondo Secreto. Nine vols. Milano, 1864.

*Le Societh Segrete. Vol. xxvii. della “Civittd Cattolica.” Napoli,
1852,

*FEvAL, P. Les Tribunaux Secrets, Eight vols. Plates. Paris, 1864.

¥MaRRAs, A. P. Secret Fraternities of the Middle Ages. London,
‘1865, .

*Ordens-Verbindungen. Das Ganze aller Geheimen Ordensverbin-
dungen. Leipzig, 180s.

*PgRInI, O. Storia della Societh Secrete. Two vols. Milano, 1863.

*Becret Societies of the Middle Ages. London, 1837.

*DEsogamPs, N. Les Sociétés Secrétes. Three vols. Avignon, 1883,

*Zaccowg, P.  Histoire des Sociétés Secrétes Politiques et Religieuses.
Illustrations. Paris, ¥.D.




xxiv AUTHORITIES CONSULTED

HERETICS.

ScaMipT. Geschichte der Albigenser.

*Topp, J. H. The Books of the Vaudois, The Waldensian Manu-
seripts in the Library of Trinity College, Dublin. With an Appen-
dix. London and Cambridge, 1865.

*Boxnni, F. L'Inquisizione e i Calabro-Valdesi. Milano, 1864.

*Castro, G. de. Arnaldo da Brescia, Livorno, 1875. See also under
“ Inquisition.”

ILLUMINATI

MrraBeaUu. Histoire Secréte de la Cour de Berlin. 1789,
LuocHeT. Essai sur la Secte des Illuminés, Paris, 1789.

*RoBrsoN. Proofs of a Conspiracy against all the Religions and Govern-
ments of Europe, carried on in the Secret Meetings of Freemasons,
Iluminati, and Reading Societies. London, 1797.

*Die Neuesten Arbeiten des Spartanes and Philo in dem Illuminaten
orden. 1793. (The author’s name is not stated on the title-pages,
but the book was written by Herr von Grolmann, Director of the
Court of Chancery at Giessen, who had himself been a member of
the Order.)

*Nachtrag von Weitern Originalschriften die Illuminatensekte be-
treffend. Miinchen, 1787.

*Anhang zu den Originalschriften des Illuminaten-ordens. Frankfurt
und Leipzig, 1787.

La Vérité sur les Sociétés secrétes en Allemagne. Paris, 1819.

*Drei Aussagen iiber sie innere Einrichtung des Illuminatenordens.

1786.
*ERrsTE WARNUNG, Schreiben an Utschneider, 1786,
*Grosse Absichten des Ordens der Illuminaten, Miinchen, 1786.

¥WrIsHAUPT, A. Das vesbesserte System der Tlluminaten, Frankfurt,
1787.

*Das Geheimniss der Bosheit des Stifters des Illuminatismus. Miine
chen, 1787.

*System und Folgen des Illuminaten-ordens. Miinchen, 1787.

¥Der Tempel des Vorurtheils, oder Erholungs-stunden eines Illu-
minaten. 1794.

*Eine Rede iiber den Illuminaten-orden. Regensburg, 1799.
*Ueber den Illuminaten-orden. 1799,
*Manifest der unbekannten Ordens-Obern. 1793,




AUTHORITIES CONSULTED XXV

INQUISITION.

*AcHILLL, Rev. G, Dealings with the Inquisition. London, 1851.

*Becer, F. H. Criminal Histoiy of the Popes. Portrait. London,
1864.

*FrrEAL, M, V. de. Mystéres de I'Inquisition, et d’Autres. Sociétés
Secrétes d’Espagne, ornés de 200 dessins.  Paris, 1846.
*Misteri dell’ Inquisizione. Parigi, 1847.

*PraTiva, B. The Lives of the Popes. Translated by P. Rycaut.
Folio. London, 168s.

*Bonni, F. L’'Inquisizione e i Calabro-Valdesi. Milano, 1864.

*RoBERTSON, WirLrLiaMm. History of the Reign of Charles V. Plates.
London, 1826.

#KarLrNEr, B.  Konrad von Marburg und die Inquisition in Deutsch-
land. Prag, 1882.

*LAVELLEE, J. Histoire des Inquisitions Religieuses. Two vols. Plates.
Paris, 1809.

*Inquisizione Romana. Confessione di un Prigioniero dell’ Inquisizione
omana. Torino, 1865.

*Cavvain. Histoire de I'Inquisition. Paris, 1872.

*Corio, B. L'Historia di Milano. Padoa, 1646.

#Q1aNNONE, P. Istoria Civile del Regno di Napoli. Portrait. Seven
vols. 4to. Napoli, 1770.

*HorrmaNN, F. Qeschichte der Inquisition. Two vols. Bonn, 1878,

*GieBINGs, R, Report of the Trial and Martyrdom of Pietro Car-
nesecchi. Dublin, 1856.

ISHMAELITES.

*Guyarp, 8. Un Grand-Maitre des Assassing aux Temps de Saladin.
Paris, 1877. ’

Pococke. Spec. Hist. Arab. Edit. White.

HamMER. Origin, Power, and Fall of the Assassins.

Marcorm. History of Persia.

Rousseau, Mémoires sur les Ismaélites.

SILVESTRE DE Sacy. Exposé de la Religion des Druses. Paris, 1838.
~—— Chrestomathie Arabe.

Worrr. Drusen und ihre Vorlaufer. London, 18356,

*Busor, M. Wunderliche Heilige. Leipzig, 1879.

Worr. Manich®ismus ante Manichaeos. Hamburg, 1707.

Bavur. Sur le Manichéisme des Cathares. Tiibingen, 1831.

Browx, J. P. The Dervishes; or, Oriental Spiritualism. London, 1868.
*ECKARDT,' J. Modern Russia. London, 1870.




xxvi AUTHORITIES CONSULTED

JESUTTS.

*ANDREE, A. Les Jésuites. Paris, 1872. Secreta Monita Societatis
Jesu, I’Alembert ; la Destruction des Jésuites en France. Parig,
-1873. In one vol.

*QuEerTEE, L’Abbé. Histoire des Jésuites. Three vols. Paris, 1858.

*Jesuiten. Neueste Umtriebe in Deutschland. Leipzig, 1851.

*Jesuits. A Glimpse of the Great Secret Society. London, 1868.

*LurreroTH, H. La Russie et les Jésuites de 1772 & 1820. Paris,
184s.

*MicaELET E. QuINeT. De’ Gesuiti. Parigi, 1847.

*PRraDT, De. Du Jésuitisme Ancien et Moderne. Paris, 1823,

*Manifeste du Roi de Portugal, contenant les Erreurs Impies et Sédi-
tieuses, que les Religieux de la Compagnie de Jésus ont enseignées
aux Criminels, &. Lisbonne, 1759.

CarrwrigHT, W, C. The Jesuits, their Constitution and Teaching. ‘

London, 1876.

*CrerINeEaU-Jory. The Poor Gentlemen of Lidge ; or, The History
of the Jesuits in England and Ireland for the last Sixty Years.
London, 1863. '

MISCELLANEOUS,

*BracDoN, F. W, Geography of Africa. Maps and plates, London,

Zuverlissige Nachrichten tiber Schtnherrs Leben. Konigsberg, 1839.
(Mucker.) (

-8caHooLCcrAFT, H, R, History of the Iroquois. New York, 1846.

—— Algic Researches. New York, 1839.

*BeLL, H. J. Obeah : Witcheraft in the West Indies. London, 1893.

Bareman, C. S. Latrone. First Ascent of the Kasai; being some
Records of Service under the Lone Star. London, 1889.

MYSTICS.

*HarrEss, G. C. von. Jacob Bohme und die Alchymisten. Gichtels
Irrthiimer. Leipzig, 1882.

*Aarippa, H. C. Magische Werke. Five vols. Stuttgart, 1853,

*¥P1aNco, MAGISTER. Der Rosenkreuzer in seiner Blosse. Amsterdam,
1782. .

MarTER. Saint-Martin, le Philosophe inconnu, sa Vie, et ses Ecrits,
gon Maitre Martinez et leurs Groupes. Paris, 1862.

——— Emmanuel de Swedenborg: sa Vie, ses Ecrits et sa Doctrine.
Paris, 1863.

*Baeave, J. Theosophische Werke. 8ix vols, Plates. Amsterdam,
1682. ‘ .




' AUTHORITIES CONSULTED xxvii

*Ba@HaME, J. Treatises on, by Andreas Freher. MS, by Freher. 4to.
*—— Die Lehre von J. Béhme, von J. Hamberger. Miinchen, 1844.
*JeENNINGS, H. The Rosicrucians. 2nd ed. London, 1879.

Buuig, J. G.  Uber Ursprung und Schicksale des Ordens der Rosen-
kreuzer. Géttingen, 1803.

*Warrk, A. E. The Real History of the Roswrucmns London, I887

Naupk, G. Instruction & la France sur la Vérité des Frares de la Rose-
Croix. Paris, 1623.

Lengrer DUFRESNOY. Histoire de la Philosophie Hermétique, Paris
et La Hage, 1742.

*The Works of Jacob Behmen. With Figures left by the Rev. William
Law. Four vols. 4to. London, 1764.

TEMPLARS.

*AnToN, K. Das Geheimniss und die Gebriuche der Tempelherren.
Dessau, 1782.

*_—— Versuch einer Geschichte des Tempelherren Ordens, Leipzig,
1781.

*Tempelherren Orden. Qeschichte von dessen Abschaffung. Altona,
1780. ’ :

MOLDENHAUER. Procés-Verbal. 1791.

Recherches Historiques sur les Templiers. Paris, 1835.
MicnerLer. History of France. Vol. IV.

*JauEs.  Dark Scenes of History. London, 1850.

*Nicorar, F. Beschuldigungen gegen den Tempelherrenorden. Berlin
und Stettin, 1782.

*Jawmgs, G. P, R. History of Chivalry, Plates. London, 1830.
Du Pay, P. La Condamnation des Templiers. 4to. Paris, 1655.







INTRODUCTION

‘ Ignis ubique latet, naturam amplectitur omnem ;
Cuncta parit, renovat, dividit, urit, alit.”
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SECRET SOCIETIES

INTRODUCTION

1. Intelligibility and Nature of Secret Societies.—Secret
Socleties once were as necessary as open societies: the tree
presupposes & root. Beside the empire of Might, the idols of
fortune, the fetishes of superstition, there must in every age
and state have existed a place where the empire of Might
was at an end, where the idols were no longer worshipped,
where the fetishes were derided. Such a place was the closet
of the philosopher, the temple of the priest, the subterranean
cave of the sectary.

2. Classification of Secret Societies.—Secret societies may
be classed under the following heads :—1. Religious: such as
the Egyptian or Eleusinian Mysteries. 2. Military: Knights
Templars. 3. Judiciary: Vehmgerichte. 4. Scientific: Al-
chymists. 5. Civil: Freemasons. 6. Political: Carbonari,
7. Anti-Social : Garduna. But the line of division is not

always strictly defined; some that had scientific objects com-""~.

bined theological dogmas therewith—as the Rosicrucians, for
instance; and political societies must necessarily influence
civil life. 'We may therefore more conveniently range secret
societies in the two comprehensive divisions of religious and
political. '

3. Religious Societies.—Religion has had its secret societies
from the most ancient times; they date, in fact, from the
period when the true religious knowledge — which, be it
understood, consisted in the knowledge of the constitution
of the universe and the Eternal Power that had produced,
and the laws that maintained it—possessed by the first men
began to decay among the general mass of mankind. The
genuine knowledge was to a great extent preserved in the
ancient. “ Mysteries,”’ though even these were already a

degree removed from the first primeval native wisdom, since
3
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4 SECRET SOCIETIES

they represented only the type, instead of the archetype;
namely, the phenomena of outward temporal Nature, instead of
the realities of the inward eternal Nature, of which this visible
universe is the outward manifestation. Since the definition
of this now recovered genuine knowledge is necessary for
understanding much that was taught in the religious societies
of antiquity, we shall, further on, enter into fuller details
concerning it. -

4. Political Societies.—DPolitically, secret societies were the
provident temperers and safety valves of the present and the
powerful levers of the future. 'Without them the monologue
of absolutism alone would occupy the drama of history, ap-.
pearing, moreover, without an aim, and producing no effect,
if it had not exercised the will of man by inducing reaction
and provoking résistance.

Every secret society is an act of reflection, therefore, of
conscience. For reflection, accumulated and fixed, is con-
science. In so far, secret societies are in a certain manner
the expression of conscience in history. For every man has
in himself a Something which belongs to him, and which yet
seems as if it were not a thing within him, but, so to speak,
without him. This obscure Something is stronger than he,
and he cannot rebel against its dominion nor withdraw him-
self, or fly, from its search. This part of us is intangible;
the assassin’s steel, the executioner’s axe cannot reach it
allurements cannot seduce, prayers canmot soften, threats
cannot terrify it. It creates in us a dualism, which makes
itself felt as remorse. - When man is virtuous, he feels him-
gelf one, at peace with himself; -that obscure Something
does neither oppress nor torture him: just as in physical
nature the powers of man’s body, when working in harmony,
are unfelt (11); but when his actions are evil, his better"
part rebels. Now secret societies are the expression of this

“dualism reproduced on a grand scale in nations; they are
that obscure Something of politics acting in the .public
conscience, and producing a remorse, which shows itself as
“gecret society,” an avenging and purifying remorse. It
regenerates through death; and brings forth light through
fire, out of darkmess, according to eternal laws. No one
discerns it, yet every man may feel it. It may be compared
to an invisible star, whose light, however, reaches us; to the
heat coming from a region where no human foot will ever
be placed, but which we feel, and can demonstrate with the
thermometer.

Indeed, one of the most obvious sentiments that gives
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rise to secret societies is that of revenge, but good and wise
. revenge, different from personal rancour, unknown, where

popular interests are in question; that desires to punish in-

stitutions and not individuals, to strike ideas and not men—

the grand collective revenge, the inheritance that fathers

transmit to their children, a pious legacy of love, that sanc-
" tifies hatred and enlarges the responsibility and character of

man. For there is a legitimate and necessary hatred, that

of evil, which forms the salvation of nations. Woe to th

people that knows not how to hate, because intolerance,

hypocrisy, superstition, slavery are evil!

5. Aims of Political Societies—The aim of the sectaries is

the erection of the ideal temple of progress; to fecundate in

the bosom of sleeping or enslaved peoples the germs of a ‘ -
future liberty, as the Nihilists are now doing in Russia. g
This glorious edifice, it is true, is not yet finished, and per-

haps never will be; but the attempt itself invests secret

societies with a moral grandeur; whereas, without such aim,

their struggle would be debased into a paltry egotistical

party-fight. It also explains and justifies the existence of

secret societies. *And to them many states owe not only

their liberties, but their very -existence. As modern in-

stances, I may mention Greece and Italy.

;6. Religious Secret Societies. — But the earliest secret.

societies were not formed for political, so much as for re-

ligious purposes, embracing every art and science ; wherefore

religion has truly been called the archxology of human

knowledge. Comparative mythology reduces all the appa-

rently contradictory and opposite creeds to one primeval,

fundamental, and true comprehension of Nature and her laws;

all the metamorphoses of one or more gods, recorded in the

sacred books of the ‘Hindoos, Parsees, Egyptians, and of

other nations, are indeed founded on simple physical facts,

disfigured and misrepresented, intentionally or accidentally.

The true comprehension of Nature was the prerogative of the

most highly developed of all races of men (10), viz, the Aryan

races, whose seat was on the highest point of the monntain

region of Asia, to the north of the Himalayas. South of

these lies the Vale of Cashmere, whose eternal spring, won- ‘
derful wealth of vegetation, and general natural features, ]
‘Best adapt it to represent the earthly paradise and the bliss- C
. ful residence of the most highly favoured human beings.

7. Most perfect human Type.—So highly favoured, precisely

because Nature in so favoured a spot could only develop in
course of time a superior type ; which being, as it were, the
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quintessence of that copious Nature, was one with it, and
therefore able to apprehend it and its fulness. For as the
powers of Nature have brought forth plants and animals of
different degrees of development and perfection, so they
have produced various types of men in various stages of de-
velopment ; the most perfect being, as already mentioned,
the Aryan or Caucasian type, the only one that has a history,
and the one that deserves our attention when inquiring into
the mental history of mankind. For even where the Cauca~
sian comes in contact and intermingles with a dark race, as
in India and Egypt, it is the white man with whom the
higher and historical development begins.

8. Causes of high Mental Development.—I have already in-
timated that climatic and other outward circumstances are
favourable to high development. This is universally known
to be true of plants; but man is only a plant endowed with
consciousness and mobility, and therefore it must be true of
him; and, in fact, experience proves it. The organs, and
especially the brain of the Caucasian, attain to the highest
perfection, and therefore he is most fully able to apprehend
Nature and understand its working.

As to how long it took man to arrive at a high state of
mental development, it is sheer waste of time and ingenuity
to speculate about—how long did it take the spider to learn
how to construct his web so skilfully P—as it is a vain at-
tempt to discover the time of man’s first appearance and
condition on earth; even the stale cabbage of protoplasm,
warmed up by Darwin, will not help us to solve the riddle.
The only certainty we have from monumental and quasi-
literary remains, is that many thousand years ago man pos-
sessed high scientific knowledge, which, originally arisen in
the East, gradually travelled westward, and on the journey to
a great extent was lost. It may seem strange that such
knowledge should be lost; but as we have a striking instance
of such loss in historic times, the strange phenomenon be-
comes credible. What succeeded the splendours of classic
erudition, science and art, but the mental night known as
the Dark Ages!—the outcome of priestly prejudice, oppres-
sion, and obscurantism. It will suffice to quote one fact in
support of our argument. Thousands of years befofe our
era the Chaldeans were acquainted with the roundness of the
earth, and that its extent from east to west was greater than
that from north to south ; they also knew its circumference,
which they fixed by saying that a man, if he walked steadily
on, eould go round it in one year of 365 days. Now, reckon-
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ing the circumference at 24,900 miles, it is easily seen that
a man, walking at about three miles an hour, would perform
the journey within very little of a.year. What had become
of this knowledge when the learned (?) friars, disputing at
Salamanca with Columbus, maintained the earth to be flat ?

I have lying before me a map of Africa, printed in 1642 (in
Blaew’s Novus Atlas), in which the lakes in the interior of
that continent, together with its rivers, towns, and villages,
-which are supposed to have been discovered in this century
only, are accurately laid down—how came this knowledge,
more than 250 years old, to be lost ? But lost it was, for
on maps issued in the early part of this century the interior
of Africa is a blank. ‘

Therefore I am justified in saying that in prehistoric
times man possessed a true knowledge of Nature and her
workings, and that this is the reason why the mysteries of
the most distant nations had so much in common, dogma-
tically and internally, and why in all so much importance
was attached to certain figures and ideas, and why all
were funereal. The sanctity attributed in all ages and all
countries to the number seven has not been correctly ex-
plained by any known writer ;! the elucidations I shall offer
on this point, will show that the conformity with each other
of the religious and scientific doctrines of nations far apart
must be due to their transmission from one common source,
though the enigmatical and mystical forms, in which this
knowledge was preserved, were gradually taken for the facts
themselves.

The reader will now see that these remarks, the object of
which he may not have perceived at first, are not irrelevant ;
we canunot understand the origin and meaning of what was
taught in the mysteries without a clear apprehension of
man’s primitive culture and knowledge.

9. Primitive Culture.—As a rule, prehistoric ages seem
obscure, and men fancy, that, at every retrogressive step,
they must enter into greater darkness. But if we proceed
with our eyes open, the darkness recedes like the horizon,
as we seem to approach it; new light is added to our light,
new suns are lit up, new auroras arise before us; the dark-
ness, which is only light compacted, is dissolved into its
original, viz., light; and as outwardness implies multi-
plicity, and inwardness unity—there are many branches,
but only one root—so all religious creeds, even those most

1 Except, of course, the one from whom I derive my information, Jacob
Bohme, concerning whom see infra.

|
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disguised in absurd and debasing rites and superstitions,
the nearer we trace them to their source, appear 1n greater

and greater purity and nobility, with more exalted views,

doctrines, and aims. For as Tegner says—

¢, . . kinslan’s grundton é&r &nd4 densamma.”

The fundamental tone of feeling is ever the same. '

And as the same poet expresses it, antiquity is

“, .. det Atlantis som gick under
Med hogre kraft, med adlare begir.”

. . . That Atlantis that perished
With higher powers and nobler aims.

Thus the ethic odes of Buddha and Zoroaster have been
regarded as anticipations of the teaching of Christianity ;
g0 that even St. Augustin remarked: “What is now called
the Christian religion existed among the ancients, and was

‘not absent from the beginning of the human race until

Christ came, from which time the true religion, which
existed already, began to be called Christian.”

Again, through all the more elevated creeds there ran
certain fundamental ideas which, differing and even some-
times distorted in form, may yet in a certain sense be re-
garded as common to all. Such were the belief in a Trinity ;
the dogma that the ‘‘Logos,” or omnific Word, created all

things by making the Nothing manifest; the worship of

light ; the doctrine of regeneration by passing through the
fire, and others.

10. The true Doctrines of Nature and Being.—But what
was the knowledge on which the teaching of the mysteries
was founded ? It was no less than that of the ground and
geniture of all things; the whole state, the rise, the work-
ings, and the progress of all Nature (16), together with the
unity that pervades heaven and earth. A few years ago
this was proclaimed with great sound of trumpets as a new
discovery, although so ancient an author as Homer speaks,
in the 8th book of the ‘“Iliad,” of the golden chain connect-
ing heaven and earth; the golden chain of sympathy, the
occult, all-pervading, all-uniting influence, called by a
variety of names, such as anima mundi, mercurius philo-
sophorum, Jacob’s ladder, the wital magnetic series, the
magician’s fire, &e. This knowledge, in course of time, and



INTRODUCTION 9

through man’s love of change, was gradually distorted by
perverse interpretations, and overlaid or embroidered, as it
were, with fanciful creations of man's own brain; and thus
arose superstitions systems, which became the creed of the
unthinking crowd, and have not lost their hold on the public
mind, even to this day keeping in spiritual thraldom myriads
who tremble at a thousand phantoms conjured up by priest-
craft and their own ignorance, whilst

¢ Pelix qui potuit rerum cognoscere causas ;
Atque metus omnes et inexorabile fatum
Subjecit pedibus, strepitumque Acherontis avari.”

11. Fundamental Principles of true Knowledge possessed by
the Ancients.—From what was taught in the mysteries, we
are justified in believing that thousands of years ago men
knew what follows; though the knowledge is already
dimmed and perverted in the mysteries, the phenomena
of outward Nature only being presented in them, instead
of the inward spiritual truths symbolised.

(i.) All around us we behold the evidences of a life per-
meating all things; we must needs, therefore, admit that
there is a universal, all-powerful, all-sustaining life.

(ii.) Behind or above the primeval life which is the basis
of this system may be beheld the “ Unmoved Mover,’ the
only supernatural ens, who, by the Word, or *“Logos,” has
spoken forth all things out of himself; which does not
imply any pantheism, for the words of the speaker, though
proceeding from him, are not the speaker himself.

(iii.) The universal life is eternal. R

(iv.) Matter is eternal, for matter is the garment in which
the life clothes and renders itself manifest.

(v.) That matter is light, for the darkest substance is, or
can be, reduced into it. ‘

(vi.) Whatsoever is outwardly manifest must have existed
ideally, from all eternity, in an archetypal figure, reflected in
what Indian mythology calls the Eternal Liberty, the mirror
Maja, whence are derived the terms ‘“magus,” “magia,”

- “magic,” “image,” “imagination,” all implying the fixing

of the primeval, structureless, imperceptible, living matter,
in a form, figure, or creature. In modern theosophy, the
mirror Maja is called the Eternal Mirror of Wonders, the
Virgin Sophia, ever bringing forth, yet ever a virgin—the
analogue and prototype of the Virgin Mary.

(vii.) The eternal life which thus manifests itself in this

’
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visible universe is ruled by the same laws that rule the

invisible world of forces.

(viii.) These laws, according to which the life manifests
itself, are the seven properties of eternal Nature, six working
properties, and the seventh, in which the six, as it were,
rest, or are combined into perfect balance or harmony, t.e.,
paradise. These seven properties, the foundation of all
the septenary numbers running through natural phenomena
and all ancient and modern knowledge, are: (1) Attraction ;
(2) Reaction or Repulsion; (3) Circulation; (4) Fire; (5)
Light; (6) Sound; (7) Body, or comprisal of all.

(ix.) This septenary is divisible into two ternaries or poles,
with the fire (symbolised by a cross) in the middle. These

two poles constitute The eternal dualism or antagonism in

Nature—the first three forming matter or darkness, and
producing pain and anguish, 4.e., hell, cosmically winter ; the
last three being filled with light and delight, .., paradise,

.cosmically summer.

(x.) The fire is the great chymist, or purifier and trans-
muter of Nature, turning darkness into light. Hence the
excessive veneration and universal worship paid to it by

.ancient nations, the priests of Zoroaster wearing a veil over

their mouths for fear of polluting the fire with their breath.
By the fire here, of course, is meant the empyrean, electric
fire, whose existence and nature were tolerably well known
to the ancients. They distinguished the moving principle
from the thing moved, and called the former the igneous
ether or spirit, the principle of life, the Deity, You-piter,
Vulcan, Phtha, Kneph (18, 24).

(xi) All light is born out of darkness, and must pass
through the fire to manifest itself ; there is no other way but
through darkness, or death, or hell—an idea which we find
enunciated and represented in all the mysteries. As little
as a plant can come forth into the beauty of blossoms, leaves,
and fruit, without having passed through the dark state of
the seed and being buried in the earth, where it is chymi-

“cally transmuted by the fire ; so little can the mind arrive at.

the fulness of knowledge and enlightenment without having
passed through a stage of self-darkening and imprisonment,
in-which it suffered torment, anguish—in which it was as in
a furnace, in the throes of generation.

12. Key to Mystic Teaching.—That the first men possessed
the knowledge of the foregoing facts is certain, not only
from the positive and inferential teachings of the mysteries,
but also from the monuments of antiquity, which in grandeur
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of conception and singleness of ideal aim, excel all that ;

modern art or industry, or even faith, has accomplished. By
bearing this in mind, the reader will get a deeper insight
into the true meaning of the dogmas of initiation than was
attainable by the epopts themselves. He will also understand
that the reason why there was so much uniformity in the
teaching of the mysteries was the fact that the dogmas
enunciated were explanations of universal natural phenomena,
alike in all parts of the earth. In describing the ceremonies
of initiation, I shall therefore abstain from appending to
them a commentary or exegesis, but simply refer to the
paragraphs of this introduction, as to a key.

13. Mystic Teaching summarised. — It was theological,
moral, and scientific. Theologically, the initiated were shown
the error of vulgar polytheism, and taught the doctrine of
the Unity and of a future state of reward and punishment;
morally, the precepts were summed up in the words of Con-
fucius: “If thou be doubtful whether an action be right
or wrong, abstain from it altogether;” scientifically, the
principles were such as we have detailed above (11), with
their natural and necessary deductions, consequences, and
results.

14. How true Knowledge came to be lost.—Though I have
already on several occasions (e.g., 10) alluded to the fact
that the true knowledge of Nature possessed by the first men
had in course of time become corrupted and intermixed with
error, it will not be amiss to show the process by which this
came to pass. It is well known that the oldest religious
rites of which we have any written records were Sabaean or
‘Helio-Arkite. The sun, moon, and stars, however, to the
true original epopts were merely the outward manifestations
and symbols of the inward powers of the Eternal Life. But
such abstract truths could not be rendered intelligible to the
. vulgar mind of the multitude, necessarily more occupied with
the satisfaction of material wants; and hence arose the per-
sonification of the heavenly bodies and terrestrial seasons
depending on them. Gradually the human figure, which in
the first instance had only been a symbol, came to be looked
upon as the representation of an individual being, that had
actually lived on earth. Thus, the sun, to the primitive
men, was the outward manifestation of the Eternal, all:sus-
taining, all-saving Life; in different countries and ages this
power was personified “under the names of Chriena, Fo,
Osiris, Hermes, Hercules, and so onj and eventually these
latter were supposed to have been men that really existed,
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and had been deified on account of the benefits they had
conferred on mankind. The tombs of these supposed gods
were shown, such as the Great Pyramid, said to be the tomb
of Osiris; feasts were celebrated, the object of which seemed
to be to renew every year the grief occasioned by their loss,
The passing of the sun through the signs of the zodiac gave
rise to the myths of the incantations of Vishnu, the labours
of Hercules, &c., his apparent loss of power during the
winter season, and the restoration thereof at the winter
solstice, to the story of the death, descent into hell, .and
resurrection of Osiris and of Mithras. In fact, what was
pure Nature-wisdom in one age became mythology in the
next, and romance in the third, taking its characteristics -
from the country where it prevailed. The number seven
being found everywhere, and the knowledge that its preva-
lence was the necessary consequence of the seven properties
of Nature being lost, it was supposed to have reference only
to the seven planets then known.

15. Original Spirit of the Mysteries, and Results of their
Decay.—In the mysteries all was astronomical, but a deeper
meaning lay hid under the astronomical symbols. While
bewailing the loss of the sun, the epopts were in reality
mourning the loss of that light whose influence is life ; whilst
the working of the elements, according to the laws of elec-
tive affinity, prodnces only phenomena of decay and death.
The initiated strove to pass from under the dominion of the
bond-woman Night into the glorious liberty of the free-
woman Sophia or Light; to be mentally absorbed into the
Deity, t.e., into the Light. The dogmas of ancient Nature-
wisdom were set before the pupil, but their understanding
had to arise as inspiration in his soul. It was not the dead
body of science that was surrendered to the epopt, leaving
it to chance whether it quickened ¢r not, but the living
spirit itself was infused into him. But for this reason,
because more had to be apprehended from within by inspira-
tion, than from without, by oral instruction, the mysteries
gradually decayed; the ideal yielded to the realistic, and
the merely physical elements—Sabwism and Arkism—be-
came their leading features. The frequent emblems and
mementos in the sanctuary of death and resurrection, point-
ing to the mystery that the moments of highest psychical
enjoyment are the most destructive to bodily existence—i.e.,
that the most intense delight is a glimpse of paradise—these
emblems and mementos eventually were applied to outward
Nature only, and their misapprehension led to all the creeds *
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or superstitions that have filled the earth with crime and
woe, sanguinary wars, internecine cruelty, and persecution
of every kind. Bloodthirsty fanatics, disputing about words
whose meaning they did- not understand, maintaining anta-
gonistic dogmas, false on both sides, have invented the most
fiendish tortures to compel their opponents to adopt their
own views. While the two Mahommedan sects of Omar
and Al will fight each other to decide whether ablution
ought to commence at the wrist or the elbow, they will
unite to slay or to convert the Christians.  Nay, even these
latter, divided into sects without number, have distinguished
themselves by persecutions as cruel as any ever practised by
so-called pagan nations. Not satisfied with attempting to
exterminate by fire and sword Turks and Jews, one Chris-
tian sect established such a tribunal as the Inquisition;
whilst its opponents, scarcely less cruel, when they had the
power, deprived. the Roman Catholics of their civil rights,
and occasionally executed them. Their mutual hatred even
attends them in their missionary efforts—very poor in theidf{
results, in spite of the sensational reports, manufactured b
the societies at home, for extracting money from the public.
To mention but one instance: a leading missionary endea-
voured to prejudice the Polynesians in advance against some
expected Roman Catholic missionaries by translating Foxe’s
“ Book of Martyrs” into their language, and illustrating its
scenes by the aid of a magic-lantern.

16. The Mysteries under their Astronomical Aspect.—DBut
seeing that the mysteries, as they have come down to us,
and are still perpetnated, in a corrupted and aimless manner,
in Freemasonry, have chiefly an astronomical bearing, a
few general remarks on the leading principles of all will
save a deal of needless repetition in describing them
separately.

In the most ancient Indian creed we have the story of the
fall of mankind by tasting of the fruit of the tree of know
ledge, and their consequent expulsion-from Paradise. Thi I
allegory was taken by the ignorant Jews for a record offj
actual occurrences, and as such interpolated in Genesis, ( .
about goo years after the composition of that book, and]
after all the other books of the Old Testament had been
written, whence it becomes plain why, contrary to all ex-
_ pectation, the Fall of Man is never once alluded to.in those
books. Read in its mysterious and astronomical aspect, the
narrative of the Fall, as given in the Book of Genesis, would
assume some such form as the following:—Adam, which
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does not mean an individual, but the universal man, man-
kind, and his companion, Eve, which means life, having
passed spring and summer in the Garden of Eden, neces-
sarily reached the season when the serpent, Typhon (51),
the symbol of winter, points out on the celestial sphere
i that the reign of Evil, of winter, is approaching. Allegorical
science, which insinuated itself everywhere, caused malum,
{ “evil,” also to mean an “apple,” the produce of autumn,
 which indicates that the harvest is over, and that man in
the sweat of his brow must again till the earth. The cold
season comes, and he must cover himself with the allegorical
fig-leaf. The sphere revolves, the man of the constellation
iBob’tes, the same as Adam, preceded by the woman, the
Virgin, carrying in her hand the antumnal branch laden
ith fruit, seems to be allured or beguiled by her. A look
t a celestial globe will render this quite plain. A sacred
bough or plant is introduced into all the mysteries. We
have the Indian and Egyptian lotus, the fig-tree of Atys,
the myrtle of Venus, the mistletoe of the Druids, the golden
Bough of Virgil, the rose-tree of Isis;—in the *Golden
Ass” Apuleius is restored to his natural form by eating
roses—the box of Palm-Sunday, and the acacia of Free-
masonry. The bough in the opera “Roberto il Diavolo” is
the mystic bough of the mysteries.

17. Astronomical Aspects continued—The Mysteries fune-
real.—In all the mysteries we encounter a god, a superior
1!being, or an extraordinary man, suffering death, to recom-
;mence a more glorious existence; everywhere the remem-
‘brance of a grand and mournful event plunges the nations
‘into grief and mourning, immediately followed by the most
‘lively joy. Osiris is slain by Typhon, Uranus by Saturp,

. Sousarman by Sudra, Adonis by a wild boar; Ormuzd is
iconquered by Ahrimanes; Atys and Mithras and Hercules
{kill themselves; Abel is slain by Cain, Balder by Loke, Bac-
chus by the giants; the Assyrians mourn the death of Tham-
muz, the Scythians and Pheenicians that of Acmon, all Nature

hat of the great Pan, the Freemasons that of Hiram, and so
n. The origin of this universal belief has already been
ointed out.

18. Uniformity of Dogmas.—The doctrine of the Unity
and Trinity was inculcated in all the mysteries. In the
most ancient religious creeds we meet with the prototype
of the Christian dogma, in which a virgin is seen bringing
forth a saviour, and yet ever remaining a virgin (11). In
the more outward sense, that virgin is the Virgo of the
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zodiac, and the saviour brought forth is the sun (17); in
the most inward sense, it is the eternal ideal, wherein the
eternal life and intelligence, the power of electrlclty, and the
virtue of the tincture, the first the sustainer, the latter the
beautifier of apprehensible existence, are, as it were, corpori-
fied in the countless creatures that fill this universe—yea, in
the universe itself. And the virgin remains a virgin, and
her own nature is not affected by it, just as the air brings
forth sounds, the light colours, the mind ideas, without any
of them being intrinsically altered by the production. We
certainly do not find these principles so fully and distinctly
enunciated in the teaching of the ancient mystagogues, but
a primitive knowledge of them may be inferred from what
they did teach.

In all the mysteries, light was represented as born out of
darkness. Thus reappears the Deity called now Maja Bhawani,
now KAli, Isis, Ceres, Proserpina; Persephone, the Queen of
Heaven, is the night from whose bosom issues life, into which
the life returns, a secret reunion of life and death. She is,
moreover, called the Rosy, and in the German myths the
Rosy is called the restoring principle of life. She is not

only the night, but, as mother of the sun, she is also the

aurora, behind whom the stars are shining. When she sym-
bolises thé earth as Ceres, she is represented with ears of
corn. Like the sad Proserpina, she is beautiful and lustrous,
but also melancholy and black. Thus she joins night with
day, joy with sadness, the sun with the moon, heat with
humidity, the divine with the human. The ancient Egyp-
tians often represented the Deity by a black stone, and the
black stone Kadbah, worshipped by the Arabs, and which is

described as having originally been whiter than snow, and

more brilliant than the sun, embodies the same idea, with
the additional hint that light was anterior to darkness. In
all the mysteries we meet with