
LIBRARY

B
046491

s iM



QJocttell ltnioer0ttg Hihrarg

atljara, Sfem ^atk

FROM THE

BENNO LOEWY LIBRARY

COLLECTED BY

BENNO LOEWY
1854-1919

BEQUEATHED TO CORNELL UNIVERSITY



Cornell University Library

HS4S7 .SS6 1893

The general Ahlman rezon and freemason's

3 1924 030 272 144
oltn.anx



Cornell University

Library

The original of tliis book is in

tine Cornell University Library.

There are no known copyright restrictions in

the United States on the use of the text.

http://www.archive.org/details/cu31924030272144









f >-%.-/ ^ U. /i,.^







GENERAL AHlli:^ REZON
Ain>

FREEMASON'S GUIDE:
OONTAININO

MONITORIAL INSTRUCTIONS
IN THE DEGREES OV

ENTERED APPRENTICE, FELLOW-CRAFT AND MASTER MASON,

WITH EXPLANATORY NOTES, EMENDATIONS, AND LECTURES.

TOGETRER iriTH THE

CEREMONIES OF CONSECRATION AND DEDICATION OF NEW LODGES
INSTALLATION 01' GRAND AND SUBORDINATE OFFICERS. LATINO

FOUNDATION STONliS, DEDICATION OP MASONIC HALLS,
GRAND VISITATIONS, BURIAL SERVICES, REGULATIONS

FOE PROCESSIONS, MASONIC CALENDAR, ETC.

TO WHlCn ARE ADDED A RITOAL FOR A

LODG-E OF SORROW
AND TRB CEREUONIGS OT

CONSECRATING MASONIC CEMETERIES
ALSO, AH APPUNDIX, WITR TBR

|0rms of glusanit gocuincnts, '^Insdnir ©rials, tit.

By DANIEL SICK ELS, 33%
SBCRETiTtT GENERAL OF TDK SUP. CODNOIL, HOBTB- JURUPICTIOJi, BTC.

NEW TORE:

ROBERT MACOY, PUBLISHER.

1893.



" I should say much more if I were not afraid of heing heard

by those who are uninitiated ; because men are apt to deride

what they do not understand ; and the ignorant, not-being aware

of the weakness of their minds, condemn '^hat they ought most

to venerate."—Ctbil, of Alexandria.

Entered according to act of Congress, in the year 1865, by

THE MASONIC TUBLISHING AND MANUFACTURING CO.,

In the Clerk's Office of the district Court of the United States for the Southern

District of New Yorlj.



CANDIDATE TA^.l^t. l..ROL,,U IHK ANCIUNT EGYPTIAN CLKEMONIE.

>Ji- IXITIATIOX.



"W"
TRACING BOARD—EIGHTEENTH CENTURY.



PASSING THE VEIL TO THE MYSTERIES-ASSASSINATION OF THE
MASTER BUILDER.



JOHN W. SIMONS,
PABT GRAND IIASTER OP MASONS AND KNIGHTS TEMFLAB OF NEW TDBC!

JRAND TRKABUREE OF THE GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF THE UNITED STATBE

OKAKD TREASDREB OF THE GRAND LODGE OF NEW YORK;

SOVEREIGN GRAND INSPECTOR GENERAL, ETC., ETC.,

THIS BOOK IS RESPECTFULLY

iB AN APPBECIATION OF HIS INDEFATIOiBLE LABOES TS

THE CAUSE OF THE

SCIENCE- OF FKEEMASONRI,

SUOnT TESTIMONIAL OF THE ESTEEM AND FEIENDSHIP ENTEETAlKEr

FOn mM BY THE

AUTHOR.



iniMAN REZON.
SIONIFIOATION OF THE TEBU.

BY WILLIAM S. KOOKWELL,
O&AND UAJBTSB Or OEOBOUu

These two words have acquired a wide Masonic celebrity. Tliej

aonstituled the title of the Book of Constitationa, used by the divi-

sion of Freemasons, which separated from the Grand Lodge of

England in 1736, and have since become the usual dijRignation ol

such works in this country. Deemott, in 1772, styled his book the

True Ahiman Eezon, and he claimed for his portion of the Order

the practice of Ancient Masoruy. The inference is obvious that

there was a spurious work under this title then extant. An inquiry

into their meaning is, therefore, not irrelevant.

I have met with no exposition of the signification of this phrase,

except in the edition first published in South Carolina by Dr. Daxi-

OHO, in 1807, and reprinted, with additions, in 1822; and afterward

re-arranged and edited by Dr. Macket in 1852; and, also, in the

"Ijcxicon of Freemasonry," by the last-mentioned distinguished

author.

The following is Dr. DAiOHo's definition in the edition of 1822'

"The Book of Constitutions is usually denominated Ahijus

Rezon. The literal translation of ahiman is a prepared brother,

fi-om manah, to prepare; and that of rezon, secret So that Ahiman

Eezon literally means the secrets of a prepared brother. It is like-

wise supposed to be a corruption of achi man ratzon, the thoughts

or opinions of a true and faithful brother.

"

There are several difficulties which seem to render this definition

Inadmissible. The derivations do not appear to be in accordance

with the straoture of the Hebrew language (if the words be

Hebrew); and the phrase, with this view of its deri\ition, has no

grammatical construction. The Hebrews were accustomed to a

species of inversion, which in our language hs e no piU-allel : for exam-

ple, the great work of Jehovah would be in Hebrew h~3n mn- nira,

literally, work of Jehovah the greuL Ijow, if the phra.se under consid-

eration was intended to import " the secrets of a prepared brother,"

Qjo oonstructiou would have been, according to the examyle jusi
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quoted, ahi rezon man. But there are further objections to thia

reudering of the phrase into English. Tiiie, n:B MNS, to divide

to number, in its piel form, signifies to appoint, to constitute, and.

in that sense, to prepare; yet, in accordance with the genius of tha

Hebrew tongue, it undergoes a change in its vocalization. Its stem-

lotter is doubled, and the vowel sound softened; it is pronounced

minnah, and its derivative should be ahiminnah. In Chaldeo, Tl BZ
signifies a secret, and might be imported into the Hebrew, but ita

plural is razin; besides, it is something of a misnomer to call a

published book "Secrets of a prepared brother.''

The last suggestion of Dr. Dajlcho would seem more plausible,

if it were not open to the same grammatical objection. MANotin
not signify true oifaithful, unless derived from icu AMN, and then

the compound word would be achiamon; and if the N ^1 of AM2i
Buffered elision, it would indicate a different radical, and if no eli-

siou took place, the two letters •i I and k A would not coalesce, but

the 1 1 resumes its consonant sound as in pa'S^ BKIMIN (which

we sound Benjamin), the vocalization would then be Ahhjaman.

Dr. Mackei thus renders it:—"This title is derived from three

Hebrew words

—

ahim, brothers; manah, to select or appoint; and
ratzon, the will or law—and it, consequenily, signifies "the law of

appointed or selected brothers."

It is true, that this definition more nearly accords with what the

book contains, than that proposed by Daicho; yet, there would
seem to be no less formidable objections to this view of its sigmfi-

catiou. The verb nsa MNE, above referred to by Daicho, in Kal,

(i. e., its active form) means to appoint, but its radical meaning is

to number; it was one of the prophetic words written by the spec-

tral hand on the wall of Belshazzar's banqueting-room. It is itself

a derivative, and will not rid us of the final n M, and if it be any
part of the root of the word, we must read ahinanah. It is just to

notice, that the radical of this verb, signifying something divided
)a MN, from the obsolete root jsa MNN, when in composition,
conveys the idea of a law, rule or precept, in conformity with which
Bometlung is done; as, for example, mni isn MPhI IHOB. bj
command of Jehovah (II. Chron. xxxvi. 12), but then the gram-
matical construction would require some other signification of
rezon, and it should be construed as an adjective, in conformity
with the example above quoted, and it might read ahi, being the
genitive singular rinse AEI,) the "Supreme Law of a Srother."



PREFACE.

"In tbe preseDt state of Freemasonry, dispersed as It is over the whole bot

af the habitable globe, and disttngulBhed by an anxious Inquiry, whether iti

reputed origin be well founded, and whether its philosophy and the evidencef

on which its claims to public notice are entitled to the Implicit credence of man

'

kind, it iB the duty of every Brother, so far as bis infiaence may extend, to

furnish the means of satisfying this ardent curiosity."

—

Olit£b.

Among tlie many beautiful and appropriate definitions

gfiven to Freemasonry none is more comprehensive than

the one to be found in the English lectures: "Freema-

sonry is a science of morality, vailed in allegory and

illustrated by symbols."

Freemasonry, then, most prominently presents itsell

to our view as a science of symbolism. In the teachings

of the ancient priesthood this science was first devel-

oped. Among them it was organized into a beautiful

and impressive system, in which the most profound les-

sons of Divine Truth were taught hx images of poetical

form. It was thus that the ancient philosophers com-

municated all their instructions to their disciples

Having these views of the purposes of the institution,

the undersigned has labored in the vineyard of Masonic

symbolism for the advancement to a higher knowledge

and an easier elucidation of its beautiful mysteries by

the aid of symbols and moral illustrations,
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Tlie great object sought to be attained in the presetjl

volume is to give a more ample scope and a freer use

of terms, whereby the Masonic student may become

familiar with the great truths taught in the science of

Freemasonry. The frequent applications of emenda-

tions and explanatory remarks to the ritualistic text

may be easUy understood by those who have been

admitted into its temples, while the profane vrill have

a better appreciation of its claims to something more

than a name.

The usual forms and explanations incident to a com-

plete monitor have been carefully revised, and are, it is

believed, correct.

A new feature, in compliance vnth a very generally

expressed want of the Fraternity, has been added in

the Ritual for a Lodge of Sorrow, prepared by a weU-

known and distinguished Masonic writer, which, it is

thought, will be welcomed as a most appropriate form

for celebrating the memory of the fraternal dead.

To those brethren who have, with uniform kindness,

favored me with their valuable aid I acknowledge with

•ihanks my indebtedness.

DANIEL SICKELS.
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tigate tlieir meaning, and to become acquaii-ted with their

object and design. It requires, however, close application

and untiring diligence to ascertain the precise nature of every

ceremony which our ancient brethren saw reason to adopt in

the formation of au exclusive system, which was to pass

llirough the world unconnected with the religion and politics

of all times, and of every people among whom it should

flourish and increase. In order to preserve our ceremonies

from the hand of innovation, it is essentially necessary that

every officer should be thoroughly acquainted with them,

and that a firm determination should exist among the Craft

to admit no change. A few words here or there may not in

themselves appear of much consequence; yet, by frequent

allowance, we become habituated to them, and thus open

the door to evils of more serious magnitude. There is, there

can be, no safety but in a rigid adherence to the ancient

ceremonies of the Order. These ceremonies and regulations

are fixed by rules similar to those governing affairs in social

life. Every Freemason is required to bring his portion of

good ideas, and contribute to the perfecting of the ceremo-

nies and symbols, and to the edification of Troth, the uni-

versal and eternal temple, which will one day inclose all

humanity within its precincts.

OKIGIN OF MASONRY, AND ITS ADVANTAGES.

From the commencement of the world, we may trace the

foundation of Masonry, Ever since symmetry began, and

harmony displayed her charms, our Order has had a being

During many ages, and in many different countries, it has

flourished. No art, no science, preceded it. In the dark

periods of antiquity, when literature was in a low state and

the rude manners of our forefathers withheld from them that



INTEODUCTOBI. 15

knowledge we now so amply share, Masonry diffused its

inflaence. This science unvailed, arts arose, civilization took

place, and the progress of knowledge and philosophy gradu-

ally dispelled the gloom of ignorance and barbarism. Gov-

ernment being settled, authority was given to laws, and the

assemblies of the Fraternity acquired the patronage of the

great and the good, while the tenets of the profession diffused

anbonnded philanthropy.

Abstracted from the pure pleasures which arise from

friendship so wisely constituted as that which subsists

among Masons, and which it is scarcely possible that any

circumstance or occurrence can erase. Masonry is a science

confined to no particular country, but extends over the whole

terrestrial globe. Wherever the arts flourish, lliere it flour-

ishes too. Add to this, that by secret and inviolable signs,

carefully preserved among the fraternity, it becomes an uni-

versal language. Hence, many advantages are gained: the

distant Chinese, the wild Arab, and the American savage,

will embrace a brother Briton, and know that, btsidcs the

common ties of humanity, there is still a stronger obligation

to induce liim to kind and friendly ofiBces. The spirit of the

fulminating priest will be tamed, mid a moral brother, though

of a different persuasion, engage his esteem: for mutual tol-

eration in religious opinions is one of the most distinguishing

and valuable characteristics of the Craft. As all religions

teach morality, if a brother be found to act the part of a

truly honest man, his private speculative opinions a re left to

God and himself. Thus, through the influence of Masonry,

which is reconcilable to the best policy, all those disputes

which embitter life and sour the tempers of men, are avoid

ed ; while the common good, the general object, is zealously

pursued.

From this v'.ew of onr system, its utility must be suffi-

ciently obvious. The universal principles of the Art unite,
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;n one indissoluble bond of affection, men of the most oppo

site tenets, of the most distant countries, and of the most

contradictory opinions; so that in every nation a Mason may

find a friend, and in every climate a home.*

Such is the nature of our institution, that, in the Lodge,

which is confined to no particular spot, union is cemented

by sincere attachment, and pleasure reciprocally communi-

cated in the cheerful observance of every obliging office.

Virtue, the grand object in view, luminous as the meridian

snu, shines refulgent on the mind, enlivens the heart, and

heightens cool approbation into warm sympathy and cordial

attention.

—

Preston.

OOVEENMENT OF THE FRATEENITT.

The mode of government observed by the Fraternity will

give the best idea of the nature and design of the Masonic

Institution.

Three classes are established among Masons, under differ-

ent appellations. The privileges of each class are distinct;

and particular means are adopted to preserve those privileges

to the just and meritorious. Honor and probity are recom-

mendations to the First Class; in which the practice of virtue

is enforced, and the duties of morality are inculcated; while

the mind is prepared for a regular progress in the principles

of knowledge and philosophy. Diligence, assiduity, and ap-

plication, are qualifications for the Second Class; in which

is given an accurate elucidation of science, both in theory

and practice. Here human reason is cultivated by a due

** On this principle, nnfortunate captives in war, and sojourners, accident

ftlly cast on a distant shore, are particular objects of attention, and seldom
faU to experience indulgence from MasouB; and it is very remarkable that

there is not an instance on record of a breach of fidelity, or of ingratit^ida

vheie that indulgence has been liberally extended.
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exertion ot me intellectual powers and faculties; nice and

difficult theories are explained; new discoveries are produced,

and those already known beautifully embellished. The Third

Class is restricted to a selected few, whom truth and fidelity

have distinguished, whom years and experience have im-

proved, and whom merit and abilities have entitled to pre-

ferment. With them the ancient landmarks of the Order

are preserved; and from them we learn the necessary in-

structive lessons whicii dignify the Art, and qualify the

professors to illustrate its excellence and utility.

Such is the established plan of the Masonic System. By
this judicious arrangement, true Friendship is cultivated

among different ranks of men. Hospitality promoted, Indus-

try rewarded, and Ingenuity encouraged.

—

Preston.

THE LODGE AND ITS GOVEENMENT.

1. The room in which a certain number of Freemasons

assemble, for business connected with the institution, is called

a Lodge. The assembly, or organized body of Freemasons,

is also called a Lodge, just as tiie word Church is expressive

both of the congregation and the place in which they meet to

worship. A Lodge of Freemasons, to be legally constituted,

must be in possession of an unreclaimed charter, granted by

the Grand Lodge in whose jurisdiction it is situated; the

Book of the Law; Square and Compasses; the Book of Con-

stitutions; a code of By-Laws; its Officers, and a sufficient

number of members (not less than seven) to perform the

ceremonies pertaining to the Order.

2. The constitutional officers of a Lodge are the Worshipful

Master, Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Treasurer, Secretary,

Senior Deacon, Junior Deacon, and Tiler. To which may be

2*
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added, t wo Stewards, (sometimes called Masters of Ceremo-

nies,) a Marshal, a Chaplain, and an Organist.

3. A Lodge ought to assemble at least once a month tot

work and instruction.

4. A Lodge has the right to do all the work of Ancient

Craft Masonry; to be represented at all the communications

of the Grand Lodge; to elect and install its officers; to

increase its numbers by the admission of new members, and

no member can be forced upon a Lodge without its consent;

to make by-laws for its government; to exclude a member,

on cause shown, temporarily or permanently; to leyy tax on

its members; to appeal to the Grand Lodge or Grand Master

from the decision of its Master; to exercise penal authority

over its own members, and over all unaffiliated Masons living

within the limits of its jurisdiction, and to change its time

and place of meeting within the town or city designated in

its vrarrant.

5. A Lodge under dispensation is a temporary and inchoate

organization of Freemasons, acting under authority from the

Grand or Deputy Grand Master; is not entitled to repre-

sentation in the Grand Lodge ; cannot elect or install officers

;

is without power to frame by-laws, or adopt a seal.

QUALmCATIONS OF CANDIDATES.

The qualiGcations which are essential in those who apply

for initiation'into the mysteries of Freemasonry, are of two
kinds, Inlernal and JExternal,*

* It Is true that the ritual of the first degree says, that "It Is the Interna]
and not the external qualifications which recommend a man to be made a 4Ia.
icn;" but the context of the sentence shows that the external quallflcationi
there relerred to are " worldlv wealth and honors." The ritual, therefore haj
of course no allusion to the sort of external qualifications which are here to
be diBcuesed,
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The Internal qualifications of a candidate are those which

lie within his own bosom, and are not known to the world.

They refer to his peculiar dispositions toward the institution,

his motives and design in seeking au entrance into it. Henca
they are known to himself alone; and a knowledge of them

can only be acquired from his own solemn declarations.

The External qualifications are those which refer to his

outward fitness for initiation, and are based on his moral

and religious character, the frame of his body, the constita-

tion of his mind, and his social position. A knowledge of

these is to be acquired from a careful examination by a

committee appointed for that purpose.

The person who desires to be made a Mason must be a

man, believing in the existence of a Supreme Being and of a

future existence; at least twenty-one years of age; of good

moral character, temperate, industrious, and capable of earn-

ing an honest livelihood; he must come of his own free-will

and accord, uninfluenced by mercenary or other improper

motives; be of sound mind and body; capable of reading

and writing; not deformed or dismembered, but hale and

sound in his physical conformation, having his rigLt limbs, aa

a man ought to have.

A-BMISSION OF CANDIDATES.

By the regulations of the Fraternity, a candidate for the

mysteries of Masonry cannot be initiated in any regular

Lodge, without having stood proposed one regular meeting,

unless a dispensation be obtained in his favor. All apphca-

tions for initiation should be made in writing, at a regular

meeting of the Lodge, giving name, residence, age, occnpa-

tion, and references, in the following form.
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To the JVorsMp/ul Master, Officers and Brethren

of. ... , Lodge, No , Free and Accepted Masons.

The undersigiied, unbiassed by the improper so-

licitation of friends, and uninfluenced by mercenary

or other unworthy motives—prompted by a favor-

able opinion of your ancient and honorable institu-

tion, and a desire for knowledge—freely and volun-

tarily offers himself a candidate for initiation into

the mysteries of Freemasonry, and respectfully prays

that he may be admitted and become a member of

your Lodge, promising a cheerful conformity to the

ancient usages and established customs of the Order.

Was born in .... , is . . . years of age ; occupation

, and resides A. B.

Recommended by

The petition, having been read id open Lodge, is placed

on file. A committee is then appointed to investigate the

character and qualifications of the petitioner. If, at the

next regular meeting of the Lodge, the report of the com-

niittee be favorable, the necessary preparations are made

for his admission.



OPENING AND CLOSING THE LODGE.

In all regalar assemblies of men who are convened foi

wise and useful purposes, the commencement and conclubioL

of business are accompanied with some form. In everj

country in the world the practice prevails, and is deemed

essential. From the most remote periods of antiquity, it

may be traced, and the refined improvements of modern

limes have not totally abolished it.

Ceremonies, when simply considered, it is true, are little

more than visionary delusions; but their effects are some-

times important. When they impress awe and reverence

on the mind, and engage the attention by external attraction

to solemn rites, they are interesting objects. These purposes

are effected by judicious ceremonies, when regularly conducted

and properly arranged. On this ground, they have received

the sanction of the wisest men in all ages, and consequently

could not escape the notice of Masons. To begin well, is

the most likely means to end well; and it has been properly

remarked, that when order and method are neglected at the

beginning, they will be seldom found to take place at the end.

The ceremonies of opening and closing a Lodge with

solemnity and decorum is, therefore, nuivtrsally admitted

among Masons, and which differ in each of the degrees; but

differ so slightly as not to affect their general character. They

must, therefore, be considered in reference to the several pur-

poses which they are designed to accomplish.

To conduct these ceremonies with propriety, ought to be

the peculiar study of every Mason, especially of those who

have the honor to rule in our assemblies. To persons who

are dignified, every eye is naturally dii'ectcd for propriety of

conduct and behavior; and from them other brethren, who



22 GENERAL AHDVtAN EEZON.

are less informed, will naturally expect to derive an example

worthy of imitation. From a share in these ceremonies no

Mason can be exempted. This is the 6rst request of the

Master, and the prelude to all business. No sooner has it

been signified that the Lodge is about to be opened, than

every officer repairs to his station, and the intent of the

meeting becomes the sole object of attention.

A Lodge must always be opened on the Third Degree,

and in due form, for the transaction of any business, except

that of initiating or passing a candidate into the mysteries

of the first and second degrees. The first business after

opening, if it be a regular communication, is the reading of

the minutes of the preceding communication, for the informa-

tion of the brethren. The minutes of the proceedings of the

evening should, also, always be read before the Lodge is

closed, that the brethren may know that they have been

properly recorded, and then duly approved.

The Lodge should always be opened and closed with prayer.

PEAYEE,
TO BE USED AT OPENING.

Most holy and glorious Lord God, the Great

A.rchitect of the Lniverse, the Giver of all good

gifts and graces! Thou hast promised that,

"where two or three are gathered together in

thy name, thou wilt be in their midst, and bless

them." In thy name we have assembled, and

in thy name we desire to proceed in all our

doings. Grant that the sublime principles of

Freemasonry may so subdue every discordant
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passion within us—so harmonize and enrich

our hearts with thine own love and goodness

—

that the Tjodge at this time may humbly reflect

that order and beauty which reign for ever before

thy throne.—Amen.

Response hy the brethren.—So mote it be.

ANOTHER PRATEE,
WHICH MAY BE USED AT OPENING.

Great Architect of the Universe ! in thy name

we have assembled, and in thy name we desire

to proceed in aU our doings. Grant that the

sublime principles of Freemasonry may so sub

due every discordant passion within us—so hai

monize and enrich our hearts with thine own

love and goodness—that the Lodge at this time

may reflect that order and beauty which reigna

for ever before thy throne.—Amcii.

Response.—So mote it be.

In addition to the Prayer, the following Charge may be given

The ways of virtue are beautiful. Klnowledge

\b attained by degrees. Wisdom dwells with con-

templation; there we must seek her. Let ua

then, brethren, apply ourselves with becoming



24 GENERAL AHIMAN REZON

zeal to the practice of the excellent principles

inculcated by our Order. Let us ever remember

hat the great objects of our association are, tht

restraint of improper desires and passions, the

cultivation of an active benevolence, and the pro-

motion of a correct knowledge of the duties we

owe to God, our neighbor, and ourselves. Let

us be united, and practice with assiduity the

sacred tenets of our Order. Let all private

animosities, if any unhappily exist, give place to

affection and brotherly love. It is useless parade

to talk of the subjection of irregular passions

within the walls of the Lodge, if we permit them

to triumph in our intercourse with each other.

Uniting in the grand design, let us be happy our-

selves, and endeavor to promote the happiness

of others. Let us cultivate the great moral vir-

tues which are laid down on our Masonic Trestle-

board, and improve in every thing that is good,

amiable, and useful. Let the benign Genius of

the Mystic Art preside over our councils, and

under her sway let us act with a dignity becom-

ing the high moral character of our venerable

institution.

Or the following Ode may be sang:
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Around our altar's sacred shrine

May Love's pure incense rise,

Bearing upon its mystic flame

Oar music to the skies

!

PEATER,
TO BE USED AT OLOSINQ.

Supreme Architect of the Universe, accept our

humble thanks for the many mercies and bless-

ings which thy bounty has conferred on us, and

especially for this friendly and sociai intercourse.
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Pardon, we beseech thee, whatever thou hast

seen amiss in us since we have been together

and continue to us thy presence, protection, and

blessing. Make us sensible of the renewed obli-

gations we are under to love thee, and as we are

about to separate, and return to our respective

places of abode, wilt thou be pleased so to influ-

ence our hearts and minds, that we may each

one of us practice, out of the Lodge, those great

moral duties which are inculcated in it, and with

reverence study and obey the laws which thou

hast given us in thy Holy Word.—Amen.

Hesponse.—So mote it be.

OHAEGE,
TO BE USED AT CLOSING.

Bretheen: You are now to quit this sacred

retreat of friendship and virtue, to mix again

with the world. Amidst its concerns and em-

ployments, forget not the duties you have heard

eo frequently inculcated and forciblyrecommend-

ed in this Lodge. Be dihgent, prudent, temper-

ate, discreet. Remember that around this altar

you have })romised to befriend and relieve every
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brother who shall need your assistance. Re-

member that you have promised to remind him,

in the most tender manner, of his failings, and

aid his reformation; to vindicate his character,

when wrongfully traduced; suggest, in his behalf,

the most candid and favorable circumstances.

Is he justly reprehended ? Let the world observe

how Masons love one another.

These generous principles are to extend fur-

ther. Every human being has a claim upon your

kind offices. Do good unto all. Recommend it

more especially to the household of the faithful.

By diligence in the duties of yoiu- respective

callings; by liberal benevolence and diffusive

charity; by constancy and fidehty in your friend-

ships, discover the beneficial and happy effects

of this ancient and honorable institution. Let

it not be supposed that you have here labored

in vain, and spent your strength for naught; for

your work is with the Loed and your recompense

with your God,

Finally, brethren, be ye all of one mind; hve

in peace, and may the God of love and peace

dehght to dwell with and bless you!



28 QENEEAL AHTMAN EEZON.

The following Ode may be sung at closing:

AiB

—

SicUian Hymn.
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Now our so - cial la- bors clos - ing, Homage
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Let ns each, in Time's commotion,

Heav'nly light and truth implore:

Thus we'll pass life's stormy ocean,

Landing on a happier shore.

CLOSING BENEDICTION.
May the blessing of Heaven rest upon us and

all regular Masons ! May brotherly love prevail,

and every moral and social virtue cement us !—

-

Amen. Res.—So mote it be.
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"There are mtuiy piominent emblemHin (his degree, teaching,

ftrst, the propriety of maintaining regularity of life, and attending

to the due improvement of time, by conforming to the prescribed

ruJes, for which eight hours are allotted to repose, eight to labor,

and eight to the service of God. Secondly, the cleansing of oui

hearts and minds from every vice, is inculcated, thereby fitting

our bodies as living stones for that spiritual edifice built by the

Grand Architect of the Universe. There are many other emblems

in this First Step, representing human life as being chequered

with good and evil; pointing to the comforts and blessings that

surround us, and impressing upon our minds the necessity of a

reliance on Divine Providence. Our imperfect condition by

nature is likewise adverted to, and the state of perfection to

which we hope to arrive by virtuous education, aided by the

blessing of God upon our own endeavors, and a due observance

of the Holy Scriptures, as pointing out the whole duty of man.

Indeed, everything in this degree is adapted to impress upon the

mind cf the candidate the necessity of maintaining purity of life

anil condujt, in order to ensure a happy immortality. "—Stonk
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DEGREE OF ENTERED APPRENTICE

The first, or Entered Apprentice degree of Masonry, la

intended, symbolically, to represent the entrance of man into

the world, in which he is afterwards to become a living and

thinking actor. Coming from the ignorance and darkness of

the outer world, his first craving is for light—not tiiat phys-

ical light which springs from the great orb of day as its

fountain, but that moral and intellectual light which ema-

nates from the primal Source of all things—from the Grand

Architect of the Universe—the Creator of the sun and of

all that it illuminates. Hence the groat, the primary object

of the first degree, is to symbolize that birth of intellectual

light into the mind; and the Entered Apprentice is the type

of unregenerate man, groping in moral and mental darkness,

and seeking for tlie light whioh is to guide his steps and

point him to the path which leads to duty and to Him wha

gives to duty its reward.

FIRST LECTURE.

Thb first step taken by a candidate, on entering a Lodge

of Freemasons, tenches him the pernicious tendency of infi-

delity, and shows him that the foundation on which Masonry

rests is the belief and acknowledgment of a Supreme Being,-

that in Him alone a sure confidence can be safely placed, to

protect his st«ps in all the dangers and difficulties be may
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be called to encounter in his progress through life; it assures

him that, if his faith be well founded in that Being, he may

confidently pursue his course without fear and without danger

Every candidate, previous to his reception, is required to

give bis free and full assent to the following interrogatories,

in a room adjacent to the Lodge:

1. Do you seriously declare, upon your honor,

that, unbiased by the improper solicitation of

friends, and uninfluenced by mercenary motives,

you freely and voluntarily offer yourself a can-

date for the mysteries of Freemasonry?

2. Do you seriously declare, upon your honor,

that you are prompted to solicit the privileges

of Treemasonry by a favorable opinion conceived

of the institution, a desire of knowledge, and a

sincere wish of being serviceable to your fellow-

creatures ?

3. Do you seriously declare, upon your honor,

Uiat you wiU cheerfully conform to all the ancient

usages and established customs ofthe Fraternity?

SECTION I.

Masonry was originally an operative society, and in thai

form those who worked as Entered Apprentices were styled

the^rrf class; but in Speculative or Freemasonry, the degree

of which we are now treating is regarded as the first of the

Order. Its reception places the novitiate in possession of
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the Masonie alphabet, and discloses to him the fnndamontal

principles of this time-honored institution. This section is

Eub-dii ided under three heads, viz:

1st. The Ceremony;

2d. Its Moral; and

3d. Its Necessity and Consisienct.

A fnll and perfect knowledge of this section is indispensa-

bly necessary to every Mason who would be serviceable to

tlic institution, and would avail himself of its privileges and

its enjoyments.

The Enteance.—The preparations to which the candidate must
Bubmit, before entering the Lodge, serve allegorically to tench him,

as well as to remind the brethren who are present, that it is the

man alone, divested of all the outward recommendations of rank,

state, or of riches, which Masonry accepts, and that it is his spirit-

ual, or moral worth alone, which can open for him the door of the

temple.

As Masons, we are taught never to commence any great

or important undertaking, without first invoking the blessing

of Deity.

The trust ot a Mason is in God, as a basis which can never tail,

and a rock which can never be shaken. Nor is it a mere empty
profession; for it is borne out and illustrated by our practice. We
open and close our Lodges viith prayer; the same formula is used

at the initiation of candidates; and no business of any importance

is conducted without invoking the Divine assistance on our labors;

and the blessing of God cannot be expected to follow any man's

profession, unless it be verified by a godd and virtuous life.

THE RITE OF INDUCTION.

Wb are convinced by long and extensive observation that Masons

need a tiuer and deeper insight into the nature of our esoteric work.

We do not tliink our beautiful and truth-glowing ritual and oui

Bublime symbolism aie quite understood by the mass of the Brother-

hood. It is true all are affected, in a certain degree, by tlieu; it
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eotild not be otherwise: but many fail to discover the grand tmth»

which are inculcated therein. Symbols are of no practical import-

ance, if we have lost the sense they were intended to convey ; and

rites aie puerile, if they do not immediately lead the mind to the

consideration of tangible ideas and immortal verities. Our cere-

monies are moral and philosophical lessons; and, earnestly studied

and rightly imderstood, wOI be seen to be pregnant with mighty

meanings.

Thus expressive and full of significance is the Eitk oe Induction.

The induction of the Neophyte into the Order of Freeoaaoniy,

his first entrance into the sanctuary of the illuminated, is for him
a step of momentous importemce and solemnity. There are few

candidates, we believe, who can approach the portals of the mys-
tery-shrouded Lodge without much trepidation of heart, and a

feeling of mingled awe and fear. Consequently, the induction is

effected by the performance of certain appropriate symbolical cere-

monies, all of which are remarkably and eloquently suggestive of

the new life, duties, and obligations he is about to assume, and to

which he is on the point of binding himself voluntai'ily, absolutely

and without reservation, for ever.

In ancient Egypt, the Neophyte was presented with a cup of

water, and addressed in these words:—"Aspirant to the honor of a

divine companionship ! seeker after celestial truth ! this is the water

of forgetfulness. Drink!—drink to the oblivion of all your vices—

the forgetfulness of all your imperfections; and thus be prepared

for the reception of the new revelations of Truth, with which you
are soon to be honored." Although modern Freemasonry does not

retain this particular ceremony, it preserves the spirit of it, by othei

forms, not less expressive and instructive. The candidate is directed

to close his eyes on the Past—to lay aside the trappings and vestures

of the outward world—the symbols of traffic and war—ail that re-

minds one of the selfishness and discords of life—and turn his face

towards the dread unknown—the mysterious Future.

The EiTE ov Induction, therefore, signifies the end of a profane

and vicious life—the palingenesia (new birth) of corrupted human
nature— the death of vice and aU bad passions, and the introduction

to a new hfe of pmity and virtue. It also prepares the candidate,

by prayer and meditation, for that mystic pilgrimage, where he
must wander through night and darkness, before he can behold tha

golden splendors of the Obient, and stand in unfettered &eedoiu
r.mong the Sons of Light
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ITie Bite is Intended, still further, to represent man in his primi
tlTe condition of helplessness, ignorance, and moral blindness,

seeking after that mentiil iiiid moral enlightenment which alone can

deliver his mind from all thralldoms, and make him master of the

material world. The Neophyte, in darkness and with tremblings,

knocks at the portals of the Lodge, and demands admission, in-

struction, and light. So man, bom ignorant, and helpless, and

blind, yet feeling stirring within him unappeasable longings for

knowledge, knocks at the doors of the temple of science. He inter-

rogates Nature, demands her secrets, and at length becomes the

proud possessor of her mysteries.

Finally, the Eite of Induction refers to the supreme hour of

man's worldly life, when, lajiug aside all earthly wealth, and pomp,

and rank, and gloiy, and divested of his mortal vesture, he passes

alone through the gi-im darltuess of the tomb, to stand before the

Qband Orient of the immortal Land.

TbroiiRh dpath to lifo I and tbrou^b tblH vale of t«arf,

Aud thldtle-world of luortal life, aHcend

To the great Banquet, In that world wlioHe yours

Of bllsa imcloudod, fadolesB, know no end."

m
PRATER,

AT THE INITIATION OF A CANDIUATE.

VoucnSAFE thine aid, Almighty Father of the

[Jniversc, to this our present convention ; and

grant tliat this candidate for ilasonry may dedi-

cate and devote his hfe to thy service, and

become a true and faithful brother among us.

Endue him with a competency of thy divine

Wisdom, that by the influence of the pure prhi-

ciples of our art he may be better enabled to
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display the beauties of holiness, to the honor ol

thy holy name.—Amen.

Response.—So mote it be.

THE SYMBOLIC PILGKIMAGE.
The institution of Freemasonry—reaching backward until il

loses itself among the mythological shadows of the past, its grand

ritual and eloquent language of signs and symbols, originating in

those distant ages—offers a field for exploration which can never

be thoroughly traversed. Transmitted to us by remote generations,

it is plain that, before we can, in any degree, appreciate Freema-

sonry, or understand the significance of its mysteries, we must go

back to the Past, and question the foimders of the Order. We
must learn in what necessities of human nature, and for what pur-

pose it was created. We must discover the trae genesis of our rites,

and become familiar vrith the ideas which the Fathers intended to

shadow forth through them, and impress upon the mind. It is not

enough for us to accept the letter of the ceremonial, and perform it

blindly, interpreting its meaning in whatever way fancy or imagin-

ation or convenience may dictate. We should know what the

Ancients meant to say through it: what truth each rite and each

Byinbol represented to their minds.

From age to age, thi-ough countless generations, these Kites have

read their sublime lessons of wisdom and hope, and peace and

warning, to the "Sons of Light." These same lessons, in the same

language, they read to us to-day. But do we see in them what they

did? Do they impress us as they impressed them? Or do they pass

before our eyes like a panorama of some unknown land, which has

no delineator to tell us what or where it is, or give us any intelli-

gible notion regarding it ? Accepting the symbol, have we lost ita

sense ? Our Kites will be of little value to us if this be the case.

It is our duty, tlien, to make Freemasonry the object of a profound

study. We must consult the Past. We must stand by the sar-

cophagus of the murdered, but restored Osiris, in Egypt; enter

the oavems of Phrygia, and hold communion with the Cabiri; pene-

trate the "Collegia Fabrorum" of ancient Rome, and work in the

mystic circles of Sidon. In a word, we must pursue our researehea

until we find the thought that lay in the minds of those who cre-

eled ilie institution and founded our mysteries. Then we shall
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tmow precisely what they mean. We shall see in them a grand

series of moral and philosophical dramas, most eloqxient and in-

structive, gleaming with sublime ideas, as the heavens glow with

stars. And, finally, we shall discover that our Kites embrace all

tho possible circumstances of man—moral, spirituiil, and social

—

Mid have a meaning high at the heavens, broad as the universe,

and profound as etert ity.

The Rite of the Wanderer, or the Symbolic Pilgiimage, is entirely

puerile and unmeaning, unless we have learned in what ideas it

originated, and what its authors intended to represent by it Hap-
pily, this is not a difficult task. In Egj^it, Greece, and among
other ancient nations, Freemasonry was one of the earliest agencies

employed to effect the improvement and enlightenment of man.

CiCEBO tells us that "the establishment of these Rites among the

Athenians, conferred upon them a supreme benefit. 7heir effect

was to civilize men, reform their wild and ferocicfosi manners, and make

them comprehend the true principles of mxjrality, which initiale man into

a new order of life, more worthy of a being destined to imorialily."—
Consequently, the mystic journey primarily represented the toil-

some progress of Humanity, fi-om its primitive condition of igno-

rance and barbarism to a state of civilization and mental enlight-

enment. The Neophyte, therefore, wandering in darkness over his

winding way, meeting with various obstructions and delays, was a

type of tlie human race, struggling onward and upward by devious

stages, from the gloom and doi'kness of the savage state to the

Ught, intelligence, and comforts of civilized life.

This symbolic journey is also emblematical of the pilfximage of

life, which, man soon enough discovers, is often dark and gloomy,

surrounded by son-ow, and fear, and doxibt. It teaches him that

over this dark, perplexed, and fearful course lays the way to a glo-

rious destiny, that through night to liijhi must the eai-th-pilgrim

work his way; that by struggle, and toU, and earnest endeavor, he

must advance with cojirage and hope until, free of every fetter, and

in the full light of ™-tue and knowledge, he stands face to face with

tho mighty secrets of the universe, and attains that lofty height,

whence he can look backwai-d over the night-shrouded and tortuous

path in which he had been wandei-ing, and forward to subUmer

elevation—to more gloriou.^ ideals, which seem to say to him, " Ou,

an for ever
!

"

Such, then, is the grand and inspiring lesson which this Symbolic

Pilgrimage is perpetually repeating to the brethren. Let tliem stndj

3*
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It well, aud labor with faitb.; for it announces a progress in science

and vii-tue, which will reach through eternity.

The Lodge, when revealed to an entering Vason, discovers to

liim a representation of the world; in which, from the wonders of

Nature, w e are led to contemplate the great Original, aud worship

him for his mighty works; and we are, thereby, also moved to ez-

srciso those moral and social virtues, which become mankind to

obsei-ve, as the servants of the Great Architect of the world, in

whose image we were formed from the begimiing.

The following passage of Scripture is rehearsed during

the ceremony:

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for

brethren to dwell together in unity.

It is like the precious ointment upon the head,

that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's

beard ; that went down to the skirts of his

garment.

As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that

descended upon the mountains of Zion ; for there

the Lord commanded the blessing, even hfe for

evermore.

" The great teaching of this Psalm is Brotherly Love, that virtue

which forms the most prominent tenet of the Masonic Order.

And it teaches the lesson, too, precisely as we do, by a symbol,

comparing it to the precious ointment used in the consecration of

the High-Priest, whose delightful perfume filled the whole place

with its odor. The ointment was poured upon the head in such

quau tity, that, being directed bj' the anointer in different ways in

the form of a cross, it flowed at length down tV.e beard, and fiuallj

jropped from the flowing skirts of the priestlv garment
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"The fiftenn Psalms, from the 120th to the 134th, inclusive, ot

which this, of course, is one, are called by the Hebrews ' songs of

degrees,' because they were sung on the fifteen steps ttscending

ttom the court of Israel to the court of the women in the Temple.

"

Or the following Ode may be sung:

Music—Avid Lang Syne.

Be - hold! how pleas-ant and how good, For

m̂^fc

i iE^^5=ES :«^iE
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brethren such as we, Of the Ac - ccjit . ed
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THE OBLIGATION OF SECRECT.
Che of the moat notable features of Freemasonry—one, certainly

which attracts, more than any thing else, the attention of tlie pro
fcme world—is that vail of mystery—that awful secrecy—behind
which it moves and acts. From the earliest periods, this has inva-

riably been a distinctive characteristic of the institution; and to-day,

as of old, the first obligation of a Mason- -his supreme duty—is

that of silence and secrecy. "Why is this ? Why did Freemasonry,

in the beginning, adopt the principle of secrecy, as a vital one 1 and

why has it so persistently adhered to it, through all the changes

that have swept over the earth, and transformed all things else ?

The enemies of Freemasonry, like Thomas Paine and others,

pretend that they have found the origin of Masonic secrecy in ths

fact that the esoteric doctrines of the Order were antagonistic to

the prevailing opinions, and therefore could not safely be professed

before the world. Hence, according to them, the retiring into

silence and secrecy was simply an act of cowardice, to escape the

danger that might foUow the open and honest promulgation of an

unpopular dooti'ine! Some distinguished Masonic writers have

also—strange as it may appear—professed the same theory. We
must nevertheless pronounce it an exceedingly shallow and unphi-

losophical one. The obligation of secrecy does not owe its origin to

anj such cause. That origin must be found, and can only be found,

in the intrinsic uilue and divine excellence of theprinciple ofsecrecy itself.

Among the ancients, silence and secrecy were considered virtues

of the highest order The Egyptians worshiped Harpocratea, th«
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god of secrpny, raised altars in Hs name, and wreathed them wf Jj

garliinds of flowers. Among the ancient Romans, too, these vir

lues were not less esteemed; and a distinguished Latin poet tells

tis, " Est el fiddi tuta sUeniio merces:" - "for faithful silence, also,

Ihere is a sure reward."

Mystery has charms for all men, and is closely allied to the spir-

itual part of man's nature. The entire fabric of the universe in

founded on secrecy; and the great Life -force which vivifies, movea,

and beautifies the whole, is the profoundest of all mysteries. We
cannot, indeed, fix our eyes on a single point in creation which

does not shade ofl' into mystery, and touch the realms of Eternal

Silence. As the fathers of Freemasonry discovered that all life and

beauty were elaborated in Night and Mystery, they made the Insti-

tution, in this respect, conform to the divine order of Nature. In

the Pythagorean Freemasonry, silence and secrecy were religious

duties, and held to be the most fruitful sources of intellectual and

moral improvement. A distinguished modem WTiter* repeats the

same idea in quaint but forcible language:—" Thoughts will not

work, except in silence; neither will virtue work, except in secrecy.

Like other plants, virtue will not grow, unless its roots be hidden,

buried fi-om the light of the SJin. Let the sun shine on it—nay, do

but look at it privily thyself—the root withers, and no flowers will

glad thee.''

In the grand mythology of ancient Scandinavia, there is a re-

markable myth, called the Yggdrasil-Tree, or Ever-blooming Ash.

whose top rose to the highest heavens, and whose roots struck down
through the regions of everlasting gloom and night. From age to

age, its branches, loaded with benedictions, spread out over all

worlds, the delight of gods and men, diffusing life and beauty and

firagrunce through the universe. And all this gloiy, and these capa-

bilities to bless, were the fruit of the mysterious and secret labors

of the sacred Nomas, who perpetually watered its roots from the

deep-hidden welb, and thus preserved its vigor and vitality.

The Yggdrasil Ti-ee is a beautiful symbolical representation of

Freemasonry, and illustrates well the character of Masonic secrecy.

Like that tree, in the youth of Humanity, the Mystic Order arose

iimong the nations of the earth, and its ever-green branches spread

over the world; and, by the vital power of its secret ministry, it dif.

fnsed order, and beauty, and viitue, and civilization over all land.*

• THOiut Cabi.tlx—Sartor Raarlui,



ENTEKED APPEENTICE. 63

An(jtber reasoD why Freemasonrj regards secrecy sis a fiinda-

Dwutal principle is, bocauso a unity, harmony, and strength can

bo secured thereby, which cannot be obtained in any other way.

Secrecy has a mystic, binding, almost snpematural force, and

onites men more closely together than all other means combined.

The common possession of a secret by a considerable number of

people, produces a family-feeling. There is something profoundly

mystical in this, no doubt; but it is, nevertheless, a fact Suppose

two men, strangers, traveling in a distant country, should by some

accident be brought together for a few brief moments, during which

they happen to be the involuntary witnesses of some terrible deed,

a deed which circumstances demand shall remain a secret between

them for ever. In all the mde world, only these two men, and they

strangers to each other, know the secret. They separate; conti-

nents and oceans, and many eventful years, divide them ; but they

cannot forget each other, nor the dread mystei-y which binds them

together as with an iron chain. Neither time nor distance can

weaken that mighty bond. In that, they are for ever one.

It is not, then, for any vain or frivolous purpose that Masoni^

appeals to the principle of secrecy, but, rather, because it creates a

family-feeling, insures unity, and throws the charm of mystery and

poetry around the Order, making its labors easy and its obligations

pleasant.

In the beginning, God created the heaven and

the earth. And the earth wa^ without form, and

void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep

And the Spirit of God moved upon the face oi

the waters. And God said, Let there be light,

and there was light. In humble commcmora

tion of that august event, * * * *

Light is ore of tie requirements of a candidate at his initiation

»nd the material light which is afforded him is succeeded by as

IntolkHJtual illumination, which serves to enlighten his path on th.

journey from this v. orld to the next
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THE BITE OE ILLUMIKATION.

The Eite of Illumination is a very anciont ceremonj, aud con-

etihitetl au important feature iu all the mysteries of the early ages.

In the Egyptian, Cabiriau, Sidonian, Eleusinian, Scandinavian, and

Dniidical Kituals, it held a prominent place, and in them all repre-

Bented the same ideas. It marked the termination of the mystic

pilgrimage through gloom and night, and was emblematical of that

moral and inteUertual light which pours its di^-ine radiance on the

mind after it has nouquered prejudice, and passion, and ignorance,

with which it has so long been struggling.

The prevailing notion of all those Kites was, that man, society,

humanity could arrive at the Perfect only by the ministiy of gloom

and suffering; that the soul's exaltation and highest enlightenment

could be approached only by the dark way of tears and sacrifice.

The Kite of Illuminatiou indicates the triumphant conclusion of

.

man's conflicts, sacrifices, and trials; announces that he has found

that Light for which he has so persistently sought—that Truth

which alone can give dignity to his life, freedom to his spirit, and

repose to his soul, aud which is the grand recompense for all his

joumeyings, labors, and combats.

The particular act which now distingiushes this illumination is,

comparatively, modern, but is, nevertheless, deeply si^ifioant aud

instructive. It refers to that point of time when "God said, 'Let

there be light,' and there was Mght." The loftiest imagination is

utterly powerless to paint a picture of the unspeakable glory of th€i

scene, when the sun, for the first time, poured down his light in a

golden deluge on the earth, hitherto a chaotic mass, plunged in

eternal night!—^when ocean, lake, and river, hill and valley, snuled

and sparkled in the new-born splendor ! Yet this Kite does not

commemorate that event simply as an historical, material fact, but

rather because it symbolizes the release of the soul from darkness,

and ignorance, and sin—from the chaos and confusion of a sensual

and selfist life—and its establishment in the light and glory of vir-

tue and knowledge.

The emblems peculiar to this Rite are the Bible, Square, and

Compasses, the Bm-ning Triangle, or the three hghted Tapers illu-

minating the altar. These all have exclusive reference to the load-

ing idea of the ceremony, viz : the release from moral, spiritual, ani
inielleduid darkness. Hence the first three of these emblems arc

called the Great Lights of Masomy, and the latter the Lesser Lights
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Through Night to Light I and though, to moital eyes.
Creation's face a pall of horror wear,

Good cheer
: good cheer I the gioom of midnight Jlia,

And then a sunrise foUowB, mild and fair."

Tteso lines of the great German beautifully and forcibly illustrat*

the sublime thought which underlies and shines through this Rite.
We civunot, of course, enter into any pai-tioular descriptions of it,

or give any special details thereof, but the above suggestions are all

that the intelligent brother will need to assist him to a thorough com-
prehension of the whole.

"isasin ci memuenUnol" -" The iniiiaied Icnow what is meant."

The three great Lights iu Masoury are the

Holy Bible, Square, and Compasses, and are

thus explained

:

The Holy Bible is given us as the rule and

guide of our faith and practice; the Square, to

square our actions; and the Compasses, to cir-

cumscribe our desires, and keep our passions in

due bounds with all mankind, especially with

the brethren.

The Holy Writings, that great light in Masonry, will guide us

to all truth ; it will direct our paths to the temple of happiness,

»nd point out to us the whole duty of man.

The SqiMre teaches us to regulate our actions by rule and line,

and to harmonize cur conduct by the principles of morality aiij

virtue.

The Vompasses teaoL us to limit our desires in every station,

that, rising to eminence by meritj we may live respected and die

togiottod.
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The three lesser Lights are the Sun, Moon
and Master of the Lodge, and are thus ex-

plained: As the Sun rules the day and the

Moon governs the night, so should the Wor-

shipful Master, with equal regularity, rule

and govern the Lodge.

Tbe Master represents the snn at its risin jf, that lie may open
his Lodge, and employ and instruct the brethren in the prin-

ciples of Freemasonry; to whom it is his duty to communicate
light, impressing upon their minds the dignity and importance
of the institution, and admonishing them never to disgrace it.

The Senior Warden represents the sun at its setting, and
his duty is to assist tlie Master, to look after certain properties of

tbe Lodge, to see that harmony prevails, and that the brethren
have their just dues before being dismissed from their labors.

The JuMOR Waudkn represents the sun at meridian, which
is the most beautilul part of the day, and his duty is to call the
brethren from labor to refreshment, and see that the means
thereof are not perverted by intempirance or excess, but so

regulated that pleasure and profit may be shared by all.

I now present you with this Lambskin, or

white leather Apron. It is an emblem of in-

nocence, and the badge of a Mason—more

ancient than the Golden F'eece or Roman

Eagle; more honorable than the Star and

Garter, or any other Order that can be con-

ferred upon you at this or at any future pe-

riod by king, prince, potentate, or any

other person, except he be a Mason, and in

the body of a Lodge, and which, I trust, you

will wear with pleasure to yourself and honor

to the fraternity.
*****
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Or the following may be given

:

Mj brother, I now present you -vrith this lambsltin, or white

eather apron. It ia an emblem of innocence and the distin-

guished badge of a Mason.

It may be that in the coming years upon your head shall

rest the laurel le ives of victory ; from your breast may hang

jewels fit to grace the dradem jf an Eastern potentate; nay,

more than these, with light added to the coming light, your

ambitious feet may tread round after rouud of the lad'ler ihat

leads to fame in our mystic circle, and even the purple of our

fraternity rest upon your honored shoulders; but never again

from mortal hands, never a^ain until your enfranchised spirit

shall have passed upward and inward through the pearly

gates, shall any honor so distinguished, so emblematiciil of

purity and of all perfections, be bestowed upon you a< tliis

which I confer to-night. It is yours to wear throughout an

honorable life, and at your death, to be deposited upon the

cofBn which shall enclose your lifeless lemains, and with

them laid beneath the clods of the valley.

Let its pure and spotless surface be to you an ever-present

reminder of an unblemished purity of life and rectitude of

conduct; a never-ending argument for nobler deeds; for

higher thoughts ; for purer actions. And when at last your

weary feet shall have come to the end of their toilsome jour-

ney, and from your nerveless grasp shall drop forever the

working tools of life, may the record of your life and conduct

be as pure and spotless as the fair emblem which I place in

your hands to-night. And when your trembling soul stands

free and alone before the Great White Throne, may it be yout

portion, oh, my brother, to hear from llim, who >ittoth as the

Judge Supreme, the welcome words : \Ve\\ done, good and

faithful seivant; enter thou into the joy of the Lord.

You will now carry your apron to the S. AV. in the west,

who will teach you how to wear it as an E. A., and, I hope,

my brother, that you will wear it with pleasure to yourself

and with honor to the fraternity of which you are now to be^

come a member.
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In the course of this section is exhibited a beautiful and

impressive illustration of Chaeitt—one of the grand prin

ciples i>f the institution, an J conclades with a moral appli-

cation.

Dbmakd. Not even a penny?

Charity is the chief of every social virtue, and the distinguish,

ing characteristic of Masons. This virtue includes a supreme

degree of love to the great Creator and Governor of the Universe,

The bounds of the greatest nation or the most extensive empiie

cannot circumscribe the generosity of a liberal mind. Men, in

vrhatever situation they are placed, are still in a great measure the

same. They are exposed to similar dangers and misfortunes: they

have not wisdom to foresee, or power to prevent the evils incident

to human nature : they hang, as it were, m a perpetual suspense

between hope and fear, sickness and health, plenty and want. A
mutual chain of dependence subsists throughout the animal crea-

tion. The whole human species are, therefore, proper objects foi

the exercise of charity.

Beings who partake of one common nature ought to be actuated

by the same motives and interests. Hence, to soothe the unhappy,

by sympathizing with their misfortunes, and to restore peace and

tranquillity to agitated spirits, constitute the general and great

ends of the Masonic institution. This humane, this generous dis-

position, fires the breast with manly feelings, and enlivens that

spirit of compassion which is the glory of the human frame, and

which not only rivals, but outshines, every other pleasm-e the mind

is capable of enjoying.

AU human passions, when directed by the superior principle of

reason, promote some useful purpose; but compassion towards

proper objects is the most beneficial of all the affections, and

exsites the most lasting degrees of happiness, as it extends to

greater ntimbers, and tends to alleviate the infirmities and evils

which are incident to human existence.

Possessed of this amiable, this god-like disposition, Masons are

shocked at misery, under every form and appearance. When wo

behold an object pining under the miseries of a distressed body ol

mind, the healing accents which flow from the tongue mitigate

the pain of the unhappy sufferer, and make even adversity, in it«

dismal state, look gay. When our pity is excited, we assuage grief,
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and cheerfully relieve distress. If a brother be in want, every
beart is moved; when he is hungry, we feed him; when he is

naied, we clothe him; when he is in trouble, we fly to his relleC

Thus we confirm the propriety of the title we bear, and convince
the world at Isige that beothee, among Masons, is something
more than a name.

The newly-initiated brotlier is tlien conducted to Iiia

proper station, *****•••_ where he receives liig

first lesson in moral architecture, teaching him ever to walk

uprightly before God and man.

THE NOKTH-EAST COENEK.
In the important ceremony which refers to the north-east comer

of the Lodge, the candidate becomes as one who is to all outward
appearance a perfect and upright man and Mason, the representative

of a spiritual corner-stone on which he is to erect his future moral

and Masonic edifice.

This symbolic reference of the corner-stone of a material edifice

to a Mason when, at his first initiation, he commences the moral

and intellectual task of erecting a spiritual temple in his heart, is

beautifully sustained when we look at aU the qualities that are

required to constitute a "well-tried, ti'ue, and trusty" corner-stone.

The squareness of its surface, embkmatic of morality—its cubical

form, emblematic of firmness and stability of character—and the

peculiar finish and fineness of the material, emblematic of virtue

and holiness—show that the ceremony of the north-east comer of

the Lodge was undoubtedly intended to portray, in the consecrated

language of symbolism, the necessity of integrity and stability of

conduct, of truthfulness and uprightness of chai'acter, aud of purity

and holiness of life, which just at that time and in that place tlie

sandidate is most impressively charged to maintain.

THE TWENTT-FOUE-INCH GUAGE

Is an instrument used by operative masons to

measure and lay out thoir work; but we, as
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Free and Accepted Masons, are taught to make

use of it for the more noble and glorious purpose

of dividing our time. It being divided into

twenty-four equal parts, is emblematical of the

twenty-four hours of the day, which we are

taught to divide into three equal parts; whereby

are found eight hours for the service of God and

a distressed worthy brother; eight for our usual

vocations; and eight for refreshment and sleep.

The Twenty-fovtr-inch Guage is to measure and ascertain the

extent of an edifice. Hence we derive a lesson of instruction. B
recalls to our mind the division of the day into twenty-four hours,

and directs us to apportion them to prayer, labor, refreshment,

and repose. It may be further considered as the scale which com-

prehends the numerical apportionment of the different degrees,

according to the several Lodges.

THE COMMON GAVEL

Is an instrument made use of by operative

masons to break off the corners of rough stones,

the better to fit them for the builder's use; but

we, as Tree and Accepted Masons, are taught to

make use of it for the more noble and glorious

purpose of divesting our hearts and consciences

of all the vices and superfluities of Ufe; thereby

fitting our minds, as hving stones, for that spir-

itual building—that house not made with hands

—eternal in the heavens.
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Tho Common Gavel is an important instrument of labor, witliout

which no work of manual skill can be completed; from which we
learn that skill without industry will be of no avail, and labor la

the lot of man
; for the heart may conceive, and the head devise in

vain, if the hand be not prompt to execute the design.

Masons are called moral builders. In their rituals they declare,

emphatically, that a more noble and glorious purpose than squaring
stones and hewing timbers is theirs—fitting immortal nature for

that spiritual building not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

It is said that the construction of the pyramids of Egypt employed
the labor of one hundred thousand men for many years, but it was
only to build monumental piles, beneath whose shadows kings

might rest. These pyianiids are only temples for the dead; Masnna
are building one for the living. The pyramids were only mauso-
leums in which the bones of the mighty i^ead might repose in

imperial magnificence; Masons are erecting u ptructme in which

the God of Israel shall dwell for ever. The pjTamid shall crumble
away, till not one stone shall be left upon another; but who shall

count the years of immortality, the life-time of the soul, which is

fitted for its place in the heavens ? Who can define its outlines, or

fathom its depths, or measure its journey ! It is a sUeimi which

grows broader and deeper as it flows onward. An angel's eye

cannot measure its length, nor an angel's wing travel to its fartliest

boundary. When earth's proudest momunental piles have crumbled

away, and that sand been scattered by the desert winds, and the

glory and gi'eatness of earth shall be forgotten, then will the im-

mortal be pluming its 'n'ings for loftier flights. It is a foimtjun

whose sources are in the Infinite, and whose placid waters flow on

for ever—a spring-time that shall bloom, educating immortal mind

for the present, the future, for all ages—is acknowledgad to be one

of the essentiiJ objects 6f Masonic labors. The builder builds foi

n century; Masons, for eternity. The painter paints for a generar

l.ion ; tiisy for everlasting years.
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SECTION II.

In this sectiou is fully explained the symbolic meaning of the

eeremonies that take place in the first. Without this expla-

nation, the mind of the novitiate would still be in darkness;

all would be mysterious and incomprehensible. When thcje

ceremonies are explained by an intelligent and competent

teacher, the niiud is favorably impressedwith the beautiful

system; the mystery is unvailed, and the candidate discovers

that his progress is replete with instruction, and that the as-

sertion is confirmed, that every character, figure, and emblem,

depicted in a Lodge, has a moral tendency, inculcates the

practice of the noblest virtues, and furnishes sufficient proof

of tlie definition, that " Freemasonry is a system of morality,

vailed in allegory and illustrated by symbols."

THE PKEPAKATION.*******
"Various passages of Scripture are referred to in this section

as explaining the traditions of Masonry.

"Cut wood out of Lebanon, and bring it on floats by sea to

Joppa; and carry it up to Jerusalem."

"And the house was built of stone, made ready before it was

brought thither; so that there was neither hammer, nor axe, noi

any tool of iron heard in the house, v/hile it was building."

"For to confirm all things, a man plucked off his shoe, and gave

it unto his neighbor: and this was testimony in Israel."

"Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knooi,

and it shall be opened unto you."

PKAYEE.

Bending the knees, in adoraticn of Jehovah, is one of the moat

ancient customs among men. We are taught, as Masons, nevej

to commence any great or important undertaking without first

invoking the blessing and protection of Deity.
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The right hand has in all ages been deemed
an emblem of fidelity, and the ancients worship-

ed Deity under the name of Fides, or Fidelity,

which was sometimes represented by two right

hands joined, and sometimes by two human
figures, nolding each other by the right hands.

The joining of right hands was esteemed, among the Persians
and Parthians, as conveying a most inviolable obligation of fidelity.

Hence, when King Abtabanxis desired to hold a conference -with

his revolted subject Asineus, who was lq arms against him, he
dispatched a messenger to him with the rtquest, who said to Asi-

neus, "The king hath sent me to give you his right hand and
security,"—that is, a promise of safety in coming and going. And
when Asineus sent his brother Aslleus to the proposed confA-ence,
the king met him, and gave him his right hand; npon which Jose-

PHUS remarks: "This is of the greatest force there with all these

barbarians, and affords a firm security to those who hold inter-

course with them, for none of them will deceive, when once they

have given you their right hands; nor will any one doubt of their

fidelity, when that once is given, even though they were before

ijuspected of injustice."

Valeeius Maximus tells ns that the ancients had a moral deity,

whom they called Fides. Her temple was first consecrated by
NuMA. Fides was a goddess of honesty or fidelity; and the writer

adds, when they promised any thing of old, they gave the right

hand to pledge it, as we do, and, therefore, she is represented as

giving her hand and some^mes her two hands conjoined. Chab-

TAitius more fully describes this, by observing that the proper

residence of faith or fidelity was thought by the ancients to be in

the right hand; and, therefore, this deity was sometimes lepre-

Bnntod by two right hands joined together; sometimes by two little

images, shaking each other's right hand: so that the right hand

was by them held sacred, and was symbolically made use of in a

oleinn manner to denote fidelity.

4
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^x4g£ at m Paieion.

The Lamb has, in all ages, been deemed an

emblem of innocence; the lambskin is, therefore,

to remind htm of that purity of hfe and conduct

which is so essentially necessary to his gaining

admission into the Celestial Lodge above, where

the Supreme Architect of the Universe presides.

The Apron, in ancient times, was a umversally-received emblem

of Truth. Among the Grecian mysteries, the candidate was iiiTest-

ed with a white robe and apron. In Persia, the investiture was

exceedingly splendid, and succeeded to the commission of Light.

It consisted of the girdle, on which the twelve signs of the Zodiao

were depicted; the tiaia, the white apron, and the purple tunio.

SECTION III.

This section fully explains the manner of constituting, and

the proper authority for holding a Lodge. Here, also, we

learn where Lodges were anciently held; their Form, Sup-

port, Covering, FuRNrruRE, Ornaments, Lights, and Jewels;

how situated, and to whom dedicated, as well in former timea

as at present.

A Lodge is an assemblage of Masons, duly

congregated, having the Holy Bible, Square,

and Compasses, and a Charter or Warrant, au'

thoriziiig them to work.
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Lodge meetings, at the present day, are usu-

ally held in upper chambers—probably for the

better security which such places afford. It may
be, however, that the custom had its origin in a

practice observed by the ancient Jews, of build-

ing their temples, schools, and synagogues on

high hills,* a practice which seems to have met

the approbation of the Almighty, who said unto

the Prophet Ezekiel, "Upon the top of the

mountain, the whole limit thereof, round about

shall be most holy." Before the erection of tem-

ples, the celestial bodies were worshiped on hills,

and the terrestrial ones in VALLEys.f At a later

period, the Christians, wherever it was practica-

ble, erected their churches on eminences.

Hills or mountains were al\rays considered the peculiar abode

of the Deity; and hence the Mnsonio tradition, that our ancient

bretliren held their Lodges most frequently on the highest of hills.

The veneration for hills or secret caverns induced the construction

of temples for divine worship in such situations. The custom yraa

* The NoachldtB met on the summit of high hilla, to practice their eimpla

devotions, which were commemorative ot their preservation amidst the de-

Btniction of mankiad by the Universal Deluge, and of the promise that th€

world should never again be subjected to a similar judgment.

t In Imitation of the primitive practice, but with a much more Innocent

purpose than the worship of idol j, before Freemasons possessed the convf».

nlonce of well-formed Lodges, our ancient brethren used to assemble oi» thi

bighest of hills or in the lowest of valleys, because Buch situationB afforded tii«

meano of securil^ from unla-wful intrusion.
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Initiated in the early ages of Cliristianity; for our ancient charchoi

are usually erected on hills, and, beneath the foundations of those

which are cathedral or collegiate, crypts were commonly construct*

ed for private deyotion and other secret purposes.

Its form is * * * *. Its dimensions, from

east to west, embracing every clime between

north and south. In fact, its universal chain of

friendship encircles every portion of the human

family, and beams wherever civilization extends.

The form of a Lodge should always be an oblong square, in

length, between the east and the west; in breadth, between the

north and the south; in height, from earth to heaven; and in

depth, from the surface to the center. This disposition serves to

indicate the prevalence of Freemasonry over the whole face of the

globe, guarded by its laws, and ornamented by its beautiful tenets.

Every civilized region is illuminated by its presence. Its charity

relieves the wretched; its brotherly love unites the Fraternity in a

chain of indissoluble affection, and extends its example beyond

the limits of the lodge-room, to embrace, in its ample scope, the

whole human race, infolding them in its arms of universal love.

The square form was esteemed by our ancient operative brethren

as one of the Greater Lights, and a component part of the furuitnT6

of the Lodge. The double cube is an expressive emblem of the

anited powers of darkness and Ught in the creation.

SChe 'gonxn&KVitfi at tint 'gia&^t.

The Masonic Lodge, bounded only by the ex-

treme points of the compass, the highest heavens,

and the lowest depth of the central abyss, ia

metaphoiically supported by three large pillars
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which are denominated Wisdom,* Strength,-}

aild Beauty :{ because there should be wisdom
to contrive, strength to support, and beauty to

adorn all great and important undertakings.

The universe is the temple of the Deity whom
we serve : Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty are

al)out His throne as pillars of His work; for His

wisdom is infinite. His strength is omnipotent,

and His beauty shines forth through all His cre-

ation in symmetry and order.

As the work of building the temple at Jerusalem wae conducted

by the wisdom of Solomon, the strength of Hiram, king of Tyre,

and the beauty, or cunning workmanship of Hiram Abiff, so the

labors of the Lodge are supported by the wisdom, strength, and

beauty of the three presiding-officers, who occupy the prominent

stations in the East, West, and South; thus locally forming a tri-

* Wisdom Is represented by the lonlo colamn and the W. M. ; becanse the

lonlo column wisely combines the strength without the massiveness of the

Doric; with the gi-ace, without the exuberance of ornament, of the CorinthinD;

and because it is the duty of the W. M. to superintend, instruct, and enlighten

the Graft by his superior wisdom. Solomom, king of Israel, is also considered

as the column of wisdom that supported the temple.

t Sthength is represented by the Doric column and the S. W.; because the

Doric Is the strongest and most massive of the Orders, and becanse it is the

duty of YhQ S. W., by an attentive superintendence of the Craft, to aid the W.

M. in the performance of his duties, and to strengthen and support his autb ip-

Ity. HxitAM, king of Tyre, is also considered as the representative of the columa

of strength which supported the temple.

X Bkautt Is represented by the Corinthian column and the J, W, ; becauM

the Corinthian is the most beautiful and highly finished of the Orders, and

because the situation of the J. W. in the S. enables him the better to observe

that bright luminary which, at its meridian height, is the beauty and glory

of the day.—Thus, by the united energies of these three presiding-olDcers, the

system is adorned and estabUshed firm as a rock in mid-ocean, braving the

mAllgnant shafts of envy and detracLon ; its summit gilded with tne rays of tht

meridiut sun. tl^ough stormy winds and ?avee beat ftiriously on its base.
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angle, -which is a sacred emblem, and unitedly constituting on«

chief goTernor, by which the affairs of the Lodge are conducted,

and without the presence of aU three, or their legally-appointed

representatives, no Lodge can be opened for the transaction of

business, nor can any candidate be legally initiated therein.

©&« (ftovttJttj of the ^0flfl<.

Its covering is no less than the- clouded canopy^

or starry-decked heaven, where all good Masons

hope at last to arrive, by the aid of that theo-

logical ladder* which Jacob, in his vision, saw

reaching from earth to heaven; the three ^rm-

cipal rounds of which are denominated Faith,

Hope, and Charity; which admonishes us to

have faith in God, \ope in immortahty, and

charity to all mankind. The greatest of these is

Charity: for our faith may be lost in sight; hope

ends in fruition; but charity extends beyond the

grave, through the boundless realms of eternity.

* standing firmly on the Bible, Square, and CompasseSt ie a ladder vhjch

connects the earth with the heavens, or covering of the Lodge, and is a simil«

of that which Jacob saw in a vision when journeying to Fadanarum, in Meao
potamia. It is composed of staves or rounds innumerable, which point out a>

many moral virtues; but principally of three, which refer to Faith, Hope, bfld

Cliarity: Faith in the Great Architect of the Universe; Hope in salvation; and

to be in Charity with all mauiind, but more particularly with the brethren. It

reaches to the heavens, and rests on the volume of the sacred law; because, by

the doctrine contained in that Holy Book, we are taught to believe J l the wise

dispensations of Divine Providence; which behef strengthens our faith, and

enables us to ascend the first step. This faith naturally creates in us a hop«

of becoming partakers of the blessed promises therein recorded: which hop#

enables ua to ascend the second stop. But the third and last, being Charity,

comprehends the whole; anJ the Mason who is possessed of that virtue, in Itf

unplest sensn, may justly be deemed to have attained the summit of the Bf;ieiic6<
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Fatth is the foundation of justice, the bond of amity, and tlit

cliief support of society. We live by feith; we walk by faith; by

faith we have a continual hope in the acknowledgment of a Supreme

Being; by faith we are justified, accepted, and finally saved. Faith

is the substance of things hoped for -the evidence of things not

seen. If we—with suitable, true devotion—maintain our MaHonio

profession, our faith will become a beam of light, and bring us to

those blessed mansions where we shall be eternally happy with God,

the Grand Architect of the Universe.

Hope is the anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and

enters into that within the vail; let a firm reliance in the Almighty's

faithfulness animate our endeavors, and teach us to fix our hopes

within the limits of His promises, so shall success attend us. If wo

believe a thing to be impossible, our despondency may render it so'

but he who perseveres, will ultimately overcome all difiiculties.

Chaeitt is the brightest gem that can adorn our Masonic profes-

sion. Happy is the man who has sowed in his breast the seeds of

benevolence, the produce thereof is love and peace; he envieth not

his neighbor; he listeneth not to a tale, when reported by slander

revenge or malice has no place in his breast; he forgives the inju-

ries of men, and endeavors to blot them fi-om his recollection. The

objects of ti'ue charity among Masons are, merit and virtue in dis-

tress; persons who are incapable of extricating themselves from

misfortunes in their journey through life; industrious men, who,

from inevitable accidents and acts of Providence, have fallen into

ruin; widows, who are left smWvors of their husbands, by whose

labors they subsisted; orphans in tender years, left naked to the

world; and the aged, whose spirits are exhausted, whose aims are

anbraced by time, and thereby rendered unable to procure foi

themselves that sustenance they could accomplish in their x outLt^i)

dnya. This is Charity, the Keystone to our mystic fabric.

Hail, balm-bestowing ChabityI

First of the heaven-born:

Sanctity and Sincerity

Thy temple still adorn:

Gommuuing %\-ith Mortality,

The humble hut thou dost not Boom.

Thou art, in bright reality.

Friend of the friendless and forlorn.

With joy-induced alacrity,

Supplying want, assuaging woe.
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To every home of mlflery

Thy Bister-Bpirits smiling go;

DlBpelling all despondency^

Their blesBings they bestov—
Like angels in the miulBtry

Of holiness below.

Consists of the Holy Bible, Square, and Com^

passes. The Bible is dedicated to the service

of God, because it is the inestimable gift of God

to man, and on it we obligate our newly-made

brethren ; the Square to the Master, because

it is the proper Masonic emblem of his office;

and the Compasses to the Craft, because, by a

due attention to their use, we are taught to

circumscribe our desires, and keep our pas-

sions within due bounds.

The Square is given to the whole Masonic body, because we are

all obligated with it, and are consequently bound to act thereon.

As it is by the assistance of the Square that all rude matter ia

brought into due form, so it is by the sqviare conduct of the Master

that all animosities are made to subside, should any unfortunately

arise in the Lodge, and the business of Masonry is thereby better

conducted. The ungovernable passions and uncultivated nature

of man stand as much in need of the Square and Compasses to

bring them into order, and to adorn us with the beauty of hoUness,

as those instruments of Masonry are necessary to bring rude matter

into form, or to make a block of marble fit for the polished comers

of the temple.

The following appropriate illustrations of the three Great

Lights of Masonry may be rehearsed with beautifal effect:

As more immediate guides for a Freemason, the Lodge is fax-

aished with unerring mien, whereby he shall form his conduct
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riie Book of the Law is laid before Mn., that he may not say,

through ignorance he erred; whatever the Great Architect of th«

world hath dictated to mankind, as the mode in which he should

be served, and the path in which to tread, is to obtain his approba-

tion; whatever precepts he hath administered, and with whatever

laws he hath inspired the sages of old, the same are feithfoUy com-

prised in the Book of the Law of Masonry. That book reveals the

dnties which the Great Master of all exacts from us: open to every

eye—comprehensible to every mind. Then who shall say among
ns, that he knoweth not the acceptable service?

The Kule, the Square, and the Compasses, are emblematical of

the conduct we should pursue in society. To observe punctnahty

In all our engagements, faithfully and religiously to discharge those

important obligations which we owe to God and our neighbor; to

be upright in all our dealings ; to hold the scales of Justice in equal

poise ; to square our actions by the unerring rule of God's sacred

word; to keep within compass and bounds with all mankind, par-

ticulaily with a brother; to govern our expenses by our incomes;

to curb our sensual appetites; to keep within bounds those unruly

passions which oftentimes interfere with the enjoyments of society,

and degrade both the man and the Freemason; to recall to oui

minds that, in the great scale of existence, the whole family of

mankind are upon a level vrith each other, and that the only ques-

tion of preference among Feeemasons should be, who is most wise,

who is most good? For the time will come, and none of us know

how soon, when death, the great leveler of all human greatness, wili

rob VIS of our distinctions, and bring us to a level with the dust

©be ®j;»aw«ttti8i oi a W^S^
Are the Mosaic Pavement, the Indented Tessel,

and the Blading Stae.

The Mosaic Pavement is a representation of

the ground-floor of King Solomon's Temple; the

Indented Tessel,* of that beautiful tesselated

* The Id lented Tessel Is a border of stones, of various colors, placed aronnd

khe pavtmeiifi cut or notched Into inequalities resembling teeth.

4*
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border or skirting -whicli surrounded it. The

Mosaic Pavement is emblematical of human

life, checkered with good and evil; the Indented

Tessel, or Tesselated Border, of the manifold

blessings and comforts which constantly sur-

round us, and which we hope to enjoy by a

firm reliance on Divine Providence, which is

hieroglyphically represented by the Blazing Star

in the center.

As the steps of man are tried in the yarious and uncertain inci-

dents of life; as our days are checkered mth a strange contrariety

of events, and our passage through this existence, though some-

times attended with prosperous circumstances, is often beset by a

multitude of evils; hence is the Lodge furnished with Mosaic work,

to remind us of the precariousness of our state on earth: to-day,

our feet tread in prosperity; to-morrow, we totter on the unoven

paths of weakness, temptation, and adversity. "While this emblem

is before us, we are instructed to boast of nothing; to have com-

passion, and give aid to those who are in adversity; to walk up-

rightly, and with humility; for such is this existence, that there is

no station in which pride can be stably founded: aU men, in birth

and in the grave, are on a level. While we tread on this Mosaic

work, let our ideas return to the original, which it copies ; and

let every Freemason act as the dictates of reason promp-t him to

live in brotherly love.

®he f Igftt^ of the f o<lgt.

A Lodge has three symbolic lights :—one in

the East, one in the West, and one in the South.

The fixed lights of the Lodge were foi-merly represented by

•thi-ee windows, supposed to be in eveiy room whore a Lodge ui
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held; referring to the cardinal points of the compass, accotding to

the untique rules of Masonry." There was one in the East, anothet
m the West, and another in the South, to light the men to, at, and
from labor; bat there was none in the North, because tho sun darts
no rays from thence. These constitute the symbolic situations of
ihe three chief officers. Hence it is affirmed that "a Lodge is, oi

ought to be, a true representation of King Solomon's temple, which
was situated north of the ecliptic; the sun and moon, therefore,

darting their rays from the south, no light was to be expected from
the north; we, therefore, maaonically, term the north a place of

darkness." The Master's place is in ihe East, to call the brethren

to labor; the Junior Warden is placed in the South, to cheer and
encourage them at their work; and the Senior Warden in the West,

to dismiss them from their daily toil.

This description of a Masonic Lodge wiU be found to embrace a

perfect picture of the universe, both in its attributes and its extent

The sun governs the day, the moon the night, and the stars illu-

mine the spangled canopy of heaven; while the earth is spread with

a carpet of natural mosaic work, beautiful to the eye, and adminis-

tering to the necessities of man.

A Lodge has six jewels; throe movable and

three immovable.

The immovable jewels are the Square, Level,

and Plumb.*

The Square inculcates morality; the Level,

equality; and the Plumb, rectitude of conduct.

The movable jewels are the Rouan Ashlar,

tho Perfect Ashlar, and the TRESTLE-BOARD.f

• Thoy are called immovable jewels, because they are always to be foand in

die East, West, and South parts ol the Lodge, being worn by the Master, Seuioi

Warden, aud Junior Warden.

t Such la the generally-acknowledged division of the jewels in the Lodges in

this country; but in the English Lodges, the reverse is the case. There, the

Rough and Perfect Ashlars aud the Trestle-board are the immovable jewela,

imd the Square, Level, aud Plumb are the movable, because they descond froin

me set of officers to their succeBBors.
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The Rough Ashlar is a stone as taken from the

quarry in its rude and natural state. The Per

foct Ashlar is a stone made ready by the handfl

of the workmen, to be adjusted by the working-

tools of the Fellow Craft. The Trestle-board is

for the Master-workman to draw his designs upon.

By the Rough Ashlar we are reminded of our

rude and imperfect state by nature; by the Per-

fect Ashlar, of that state of perfection at which

we hope to arrive by a virtuous education, our

own endeavors, and the blessing of God; and by

the Trestle-board we are also reminded that, as

the operative workman erects his temporal

building agreeably to the rules and designs laid

down by the Master on his Trestle-board, so

should we, both operative and speculative, en-

deavor to erect our spiritual building in accord-

ance with the designs laid down by the Supreme

Architect of the Universe, in the Great Book ol

Nature and Revelation, which is our spiritual,

moral, and Masonic Trestle-board.

The Trestle-board is for the Master to draw his plans and designii

upon, that the building may be constructed with order and regu-

larity. It refers to the Sacred Volume, which is denominated the

Trestle-board of the Grand Architect of the Universe, because in

that Holy Book he has laid down such magnificent plans and holy

designs, that, were we conversant therein and adherent thereto, i<
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would prepare as for that building not made with hands, eternal

In the heavens.

The Lodge is situated due East and West.*

Dr. Oliveb assigns the following reasons why the Tabernacle ia

considered as the type of a Freemason's Lodge: "It was an oblong

Bquare, and, with its courts and appendages, it represented the whole

habitable globe. Such is also the extent of our Lodges. The former

was supported by pillars, and the latter is also sustained by those of

Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty. They were equally situated due

east and west. The sacred roU of God's revealed wiU and law was

deposited in the Ark of the Covenant; the same Holy Becord is

placed in a conspicuous part of our Lodges. The altar of incense

was a double cube, and so is our pedestal and stone of foundation.

The covering of the Tabernacle was composed of three colors, as a

representation of the celestial hemisphere; such, also, is the cover-

ing of a Freemason's Lodge. The floor of the Tabernacle was so

holy, that the priest's were forbidden to tread upon it without

taking off their shoes; the floor of the Lodge is holy ground."

CaiiCOtt says that Moses, "foreseeing the difBculties which he

would have to encounter before he should arrive in the promised

land, and having already experienced the instabUity of the Israel-

ites, caused the Tabernacle to be erected east and west, to excite in

them a firm reliance on the omnipotence of that God who had then

lately wrought so great a miracle in their favor, by causing a wind

* Our Lodges are situated due East and West, because all places of DiTine

worship, as well as all well-formed and regularly-constituted Lodges, are, or

ouglit to be, so situated; for which we assign three Masonic reasons:—1. The

sun, the glory of the Lobd, rises in the East and seta in the West; 2. Learning

originated in the East, and from thence extended its benign influence to the

West; 3. The last and grand reason, refers to the situation of the Tabernacle in

the wlldei'ness. The natiU'e of the Lodge—its form, dimensions, and supports

its ground, situation, and covering-—its ornaments, furniture, and jewels—all

unite their aid to form a perfect code of moral and theological philosophy;

Which, while it fascinates the understanding, improves the mind, until il

becomes polished lil^e the Perfect Ashlar, and can only be tried by the Squan

gt OoD's Word and the unerring Compass of conscience.
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to blow first east, and then west, whereby they safely escaped from

the Egyptians upon dry land, even through the midst of a sea,

which, nevertheless, overwhelmed and totally destroyed their pui>

suers. And as they were liable to meet with many distresses in

their SDJournment in the wilderness, so, as oft as they should behold

the situation of the Tabernacle, their faith might be strengthened,

and, by a firm reliance on Ai,mighty God, they might be enabled

to proceed with resolution and cheerfulness. And as the Taberna-

cle was at that time to be a constant exhortation to them, from thai

great instance of omnipotence, to confide in God under all theii

embarrassments, so the Temple, afterwards built by Solomon, in

the same form and situation, was to be a lasting monument to theii

posteritj' of the mighty works the Loed had performed in conduct-

ing their forefathers out of their captivity into the promised land.

And this, also, may be deemed a very sufficient reason why places

for Christian worship, after the pattern of the said Tabernacle and

Temple, have ever been, and stUl are, generally erected in the same

manner; for, as human creatures, we, as well as our forefathers,

stand in need to be continually reminded of our weakness, and u

necessary constant dependence on an Omnipotent and AU-graoioua

Being."

Lodges were anciently dedicated to King

Solomon, as he was our first Most Excellent

Grand Master; but Masons professing Christian-

ity, dedicate theirs to St. John the Baptist and

St. John the Evangelist, who were two eminent

palrons of Masonry; and since their time, there

is represented in every regular and well-govern-

ed Lodge a certain Point within a Circle—the

point representing an individual brother; the

circle, the boundary-line of his conduct to God

and man, beyond which Jie is never to suffer hia
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passions, prejudices, or interests to betray him,

on any occasion. This circle is embordered by

two perpendicular parallel lines, representing

those Saints, who were perfect parallels in Chris-

tianity, as well as in Masonry; and upon the

vertex rests the Holy Scriptures, which point out

the whole duty of man. In going around this

circle, we necessarily touch upon these two hues,

as well as upon the Holy Scriptures; and while

a Mason keeps himself thus circumscribed, it is

impossible that he should materially err.

" But thougli past all cUfTuecd, without a ibore

His essence ; local is liis Tiiroue, as meet

To gather the dispersed, as Staudords coll

The listed from afur; to iix a point,

A central point, collective of his sons,

Blnco timte every nature but his own.******
If earth's whole orb by some dire distant eye

Were seen at once, her towering Alps would sink.

And level'd Atlaa leave an even sphere.

Thus earth, and all tliat earthly minds admire.

Is swallow'd in Eternity's vast round," Young.

"Whetlier we regard this symbol in the piirity of its legitimatt

Interpretation, or consider the unlimited corruption which it sus-

tained in its progress through the mysteries of idolatry, the general

principle will be found equally siguilicimt. It was oiiginally tha

conservator of a genuine moral precept, founded on a fundiimental

religious truth; but innovation followed innovation, until this de-

graded symbol became the dreadful depository of obscemty and lust:

"The use of this emblem is coeval with the first created man. A

primary idea which would suggest itself to the mind of .ix>iM, when

engaged in reflections on his own situation, the form of the nui-

Terse, and tho uatme of all the objects presented to his view, would
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be, that ihe creation was a cirde and himself the center. This figUMi

implanted without an effort, wonld be ever present in all his con-

templations, and would influence his judgment to a certain extent,

while attempting to decide on the mysterious phenomena which

were continually before him. To persons unacquainted with the

intricate philosophy of Nature, as we may fairly presume Adam was,

this is the plain idea conveyed to the senses by a superficial view

of Nature's works. Ask an unlettered hind of the present day, and

he will tell you that the earth is a circular plane; and perhaps he

will have some indistinct notion that the expanse above his head is

spherical, but he will assuredly look upon himself as the common
center of all. This is consistent with the general appearance of

things; for, if he look around, he finds the horizon, unless inter-

cepted by the intervention of sensible objects, equally distant from

the point of vision in all its parts. And the experiment uniformly

producing the same results, whether made by night or day, ha

relies on the evidence of his senses, and pronounces his own judg-

ment correct and irrefutable. So the first created man. Himself

the center of the system, he would regard Paradise as the limit of

the habitable earth, and the expanse as the eternal residence of the

omnipresent Deity. A little reflection, however, would soon bring

him nearer to the truth. The garden of Eden was of a circular

form, and the Tree of Life was placed in the center. Now, as the

fruit of this tree was reputed to convey the privilege of immortality,

the center would hence be esteemed the most honorable situation,

and be ultimately assigned to the Deity, who alone enjoys the

attributes of immortality and eternity; for Adam, in his progress

to different parts of this happy abode, would soon conclude that,

however he might be deceived by appearances, he himself could

not be a permanent center, because he was constantly changing

his position.

"To this august Circle the two forbidden trees were the accompa-

nying perpendicular parallel lines; pointing out God's equal justiei

and m^rcy. "When Adam had violated the divine command, and

eaten of the tree of knowledge
, justice demanded that the threat-

ened penalty should be paid. But here mercy interposed, and he

was expelled fiom the abode of purity and peace, now violated by

transgression, 'lest he should put forth his hand, and take also of

the tree of life, and live for ever " in a state of wickedness and sia

Hence arose the Masonic emblem of a Point vrithin a Circle."
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' When mankind had transferred their adoration from the Creatoi

lo his works, they advanced specious reasons to justify a devotion

to spl.eres and circles. Every thing great and sublime, which wai

continually presented to their inspection, partook of this form,

fhe sun, the unequivocal source of light and heat, was a primary

object of attention, and became their chief deity. The earth, the

planets, and fixed stars, proceeding in all their majestic regularity,

excited admiration, and implanted devout feeUngs in their hearts.

These were all spherical, as was also the arch of heaven, illuminated

with their unfading luster. The next progressive observations of

mankind would be extended to the imassisted efforts of Nature in

the production of plants and trees ; and these were found to exhibit,

for the most part, the some uniform appearances. From the simple

stalk of corn, to the bole of the gigantic lord of the forest, the

cylinder and cone, and consequently the circle, were the most

common forms assumed by the vegetable creation. Every fruit he

plucked—every root he dug from the earth for food—was either

globular, cylindrical, or conical, each partaking of the nature if a

circle. If a tree were divided horizontally, the section uniformly

exhibited the appearance of a Point within a succession of concen-

tric circles. The same will be true of msiny varieties of vegetables;

and similar results would be produced from an inspection of animal

bodies. The trunk is a cylinder; and the intestines, so often crit-

ically examined for the purposes of augury, presented to the curious

inquirer little variation from the general principle. Hence statues

bearing these forms were subsequently dedicated to the Olympic

gods; a Cylinder, to the earth; and a Cone to the sun.

"In this figure, Nature, in her most sportive mood, appeared

exclusively to delight If a bubble were excited on the water, it

was spherical; and if any sohd body were cast upon the surface,

the ripple formed itself into irmumerable concentric circles, rapidly

Bucceeding each other, of which the body, or moving cause, was

the common center. If water were cast into the air, they found

that the drops invariably arranged themselves into a globular form.

This imiforniity was soon observed, and thought to be a preter-

natural indication of divinity; for if Nature assumed one unvaiying

character in all her works, that character must be an unquestionable

symbol of the God of Nature. Hence the Circle, with its center

distinctly marked, became a most sacred emblem with every nation

of idolaters; adopted perhaps from the same symbol used by theii
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forefathers on the plain of Shinar; referring primarily to the in*

measurable expanse occupied by infinite space; a i)roper type of

eternity, but now justified by a reference to the works of Natm-e.

This was the general belief, though the expression varied iu difler<

ent ages and among the inhabitants of diflferent nations.

"The tribes contiguous to Judea placed a Jod (1) in the oentel

of ft circle, as a sj-mbol of the Deity surrounded by Eternity, of

which He was said to be the inscrutable author, the ornameiit, and

tlie support. The Samothracians had a great veneration for tha

Circle, which they considered as consecrated by tho universal pres-

ence of the Deity; and hence rings were distributed to the initiated,

OS amulets possessed of the power of averting danger. The Chinese

used a symbol which bore a great resemblance to that which is the

subject of this annotation. The Circle was bounded north and

south by two serpents, (equivalent to the two perpendicular parallel

lines of the Masonic symbol, ) and was emblematical of the Universe,

protected and supported equally by the Power and Wisdom of the

Creator. The Hindoos believed that the Supreme Being was cor-

rectly represented by a perfect sphere, without beginning and

without end. The first settlers in Egypt transmitted to their pos-

terity am exact copy of our Point within a Circle, expressed in

emblematical language. The widely-extended universe was repre-

sented as a circle of boundless light, in the center of which the

Deity was said to dwell; or, in other words, the circle was symbol-

ical of His eternity; and the perpendicular parallel Unes by which

it is bounded, were the two great luminaries of heaven, the sun and

moon; the former denoting His virtue—the latter His wisdom. And
this idea was generally expressed by a hawk's head in the center of

a circle, or an endless serpent inclosing an eye.

" But the most expressive symbol to this effect used by any people

who had renounced the true religion, was the famous emblem of

Ptthagobas, who contrived not merely to express the

only one God, residing in the midst of eternity, but

united with it an idea of the divine Triad, and blended

emblems of regeneration, morality, and science. Toi

this purpose he added to the central Jod nine othei

Tods, disposed about the center in the form of an equilateial trian-

gle, each side consisting of the Lomber fouk. The disciples of

Pythagokas denominated this symbol Trigonon^myslicum, becaua*

It was the conservator of many awful and important truths-
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"1. The Monad, or active pirnciple.

"3. The Duad, or passive principle.

" 3. The Triad, or world proceeding from their nnion.

"4. The sacred Qxuiriernary, involving the liberal Scioncea,

Physics, Morality, etc., etc.

•'0/ this remarkable emblem, a full explanation may be equallj

Interesting and instructive.

"The symbol of all things, according to Ptthagoeas, was one and

Ivjo. One added to two make three ; and once the s<iuare of two

make focb, which ia the perfect Teiradys ; and i_l_2-|-3-U4.^^10,

the ooDsnmmation of all things; and therefore the amount of the

points contained within the Pythagorean Circle is exactly Ten.

Hence, because the firai four digits added into each other made up

the number ten, this philosopher called the number /our mivTa

dpiOfiov, all number, or the whole number ; and used it as the symbol

of universality. • To ascertain, however, the entire meaning of this

symbol, it will be necessary to take the numbers included within

the Circle in their natui'al order, and hear what hidden mystery the

philosophy of Pythagokas atlached to each.

"The number One was the Point within the Circle, and denoted

the central fire, or God ; becauso it is the beginning and ending

—

the first and the last. It signifijd, also, love, concord, piety, and

friendship; because it is so connected that it cannot be divided into

parts. Two meant darkness, fortivude, harmony, and justice; uo-

cause of its equal parts; and the moon, because she is forked.

Thbee referred to harmony, friendslup, peace, concord, and tem-

perance. All these, and many othe.. virtues, depended on this

number and proceeded from it. Four referred to the Deity : for it

was considered the number of numbers. It is the first sohd iigure;

a point being 1, a line 2, a supei-ficies 3, and a solid 4. It was also

the Teiradys; a, Wokd sacred among ths Pythagoreans, and used

as a most solemn oath; because they considered it the root ajid

principle, tie cause and maker, of all thiigs." « » • •

• The Bum of all the principles of 1*ythagor\s is this:—"The Monad is

the principle of all thiiigs. From the Qlouad conie the indeterminate Duad,

OB matter subjected to the cause of Monad; from Uie Monad and the indeter-

minate Duad, numbers: from numbers, poinU ; frcn points, lines ; from lints,

super/ides ; from superficies, solids ; fL'Om these soJd bodies, whose deuxenti

ftre foiu'— Fire, Water, Air, and Earth—of all •wk,' d transmuted, and lotaB]

Qbougod, the tyoELr consists."
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"The Point within the Circle afterwards became a universat

emblem to denote the temple of the Deity, and was referred to the

Vlanetary Circle, in the c^er of which was fixed the sun, as the

aniversal god and father of nature; for the whole circle of heaTeE

was called God." *•»•»••
"Sektics tells us it was believed that the enter of a temple woB

the peculiar residence of the Deity; the exterior decorations being

merely ornamental. Hence the astronomical character used to

denote or represent the sun, is a Point within a Circle; because

that figuee is the symbol of perfection. The most perfect metal,

gold, is also designated in chemistry by the same character.

"With this reference the Point within a Circle was an emblem of

great importance among the British Druids. Their temples were

circular, many of them with a single stone erected in the center;

their solemn processions were all arranged in the same form; their

weapons of war—the circular shield with a central boss, the speai

with a hollow globe at its end, etc.—all partaking of this general

principle ; and without a circle it was thought impossible to obtain

the favor of the gods."

The three great tenets of a Freemason's profession inculcate

the practice of those truly commendable virtues, Brotherly

Love, Relief, and Truth.

BROTHERLY LOVE.

By the exercise of Brotherly Love, we are

taught to regard the whole human species as

one family—the high, the low, the rich, the

poor—^who, as created by one Almighty Parent,

and inhabitants of the same planet, are to aid.

support, and protect each other. On this prin-

ciple, Masonry unites men of every country

sect, and opinion, and conciliates true friendship
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among those who might otherwise have remain-

ed at a perpetual distance,

Brothorly Love or Friendship is regarded by Freemasons as the

Btrong cement of the Order; without this high moral Tirtue, the

Fraternity would soon cease to exist. By Brotherly Love, we are

to understand that generous principle of the soiol which regards

the human species as one family, created by an All-wise Being, and

i>laoed on this globe for the mutual assistance of each other. The
man who is actuated by the pure principle of Brotherly Love, will

not desert his friend when dangers threaten or misfortunes assail

him. When he is calumniated, he wiU openly and boldly espouse

his cause, and endeavor to remove the aspersion. When sickness

or infirmity occasion him to be deserted by others, he will seize

the opportunity, and redouble all the affectionate attentions which

love suggests. No society can exist for any length of time, unless

Brotherly Love prevail among its members. To '
' dwell together

in unity," is the life and support of the great Masonic institution.

RELIEF.

To relieve the distressed, is a duty incumbent

on all men, but particularly on Masons, who

are linked together by an indissoluble chain of

sincere affection. To soothe the unhappy; to

sympathize with their misfortunes ; to compas •

Bionate their miseries, and to restore peace to

their troubled minds, is the great aim we have

iu view. On this basis, we form our friendships

and cstabhsh our connections.

EeUef flows from brotherly love, as fi-ee, pure, and refreshing as

the mountain air. It dries up the gushing fountains of grie^ ban-

ishes want from the abode of a distressed brother, and pours the oiJ

of joy into the wounded hearts of the widow and the orphan.
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TRUTH

Is a div^ine attribute, and the foundation of everj

virtue. To be good and true, is the first lesson

we are taught in Masonry. On this theme we

contemplate, and by its dictates endeavor to

regulate our conduct. Hence, while influenced

by this principle, hypocrisy and deceit are un-

known among us ; sincerity and plain dealing

distinguish us ; and the heart and the tongue

join in promoting each other's welfare, and

rejoicing in each other's prosperity.*

Truth is the foundation of all Masonic virtues; it is one of om
grand principles ; for to be good men and true, is a part of the first

lesson we are taught; and at the commencement of our freedom we

are exhorted to be fervent and zealous in the pursuit of truth and

goodness. It is not sufficient that we walk in the light, unless we

do so in the truth also. All hypocrisy and deceit must be banished

from among us. Sincerity and plain dealing complete the harmony

of a Lodge, and render us acceptable in the sight of Him unto whom
all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrete

are hid. There is a charm in truth, which draws and attracts the

mind continually towards it. The more we discover, the more wa

desire; and the great reward is wisdom, virtue, and happiness.

This is an edifice founded on a rock, which malice cannot shako or

time destroy.

The * * * * are explained, in connection with the

four cardinal virtues, Fortitude, Peudfnce, Temperance,

and Justice.

• In the ancient mythology of Rome, Tbuth was called tho mother ot

VmxCE, and was depicted ivith white and flowing garments. Her looks were

cheerful and pleasant, though modest and serene. She was tilt protectieas of

houor and honesty, and the light and joy of hnman society.
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FORTITUDE

Is that noble and steady purpose of the mind,

whereby we are enabled to undergo any pain,

peril, or danger, when prudentially deemed ex-

pedient. This virtue is equally distant from

rashness and cowardice ; and should be deeply

impressed upon the mind of every Mason, as a

safeguard or security against any illegal attack

that may be made, by force or otherwise, to ex-

tort from him any of those valuable secrets with

which he has been so solemnly intrusted, and

which was emblematically represented upon his

Brst admission into the Lodge, and * * * *

In the absence of this virtue, no person can perform his duty,

either to God, his neighbor, or himself, in an acceptable manner.

He wiU be too much overwhelmed with the cares and troubles of

the world to find leisure or resolution to protect himself fi-om the

enticing machinations with which he will be continually beset

during his progress through life; and may be led unintentionally

to rend asunder the sacred ties of brotherhood which unite men
of all parties, religions, or politics, by forfeiting the confidence

trustingly reposed in him, and thereby becoming the victim of his

own weakness.

PRUDENCE

Teaches us to regulate our lives and actions

agreeably to the dictates of reason, and is that

habit by which we wisely judge and prudentially

determine on all *^hings relative to our present
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as weU as to our future happiness. This virtue

should be the pecuhar characteristic of everj'

Mason, not only for the government of his con-

duct whUe in the Lodge, but also when abroad

in the world. It should be particularly attended

to, in all strange and mixed companies, never to

let fall the least sign, token, or word, whereby

the secrets of Masonry might be unlawfully

obtained, and * * * * *

Prudence is among the most exalted objects that demand every

Mason's special attention, for it is the rule which governs all othei

virtues. She directs us to the path which leads to every degree of

propriety, inciting us to the performance of worthy actions, and,

BS a guiding-star, lighting our steps through the dreary and dark-

some ways of this life.

TEMPERANCE

Is that due restraint upon our affections and

passions, which renders the body tame and gov-

ernable, and frees the mind from the allurements

of vice. This virtue should be the constant

practice of every Mason; as he is thereby taught

to avoid excess, or contracting any licentious or

vicious habits, the indulgence of which might

l(}ad him to disclose some of those valuable

secrets which he has promised to conceal, and

never reveal, and which would consequently
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subject liim to the contempt and detestation of

all good Masons.

This virtue should be the constant practice of every Freemason,

while its opposite should be carefully guarded against At the

shrine of Intemperance, how many victims are daily offered!

—

Blooming youth and hoary age have alike bowed before it Thej
cortinue offering libations on the unhallowed altar, until their for-

tunes are wasted, their credit lost, thoir constitutions impaired,

their children beggared, and that life which might have been use-

fully and honorably employed, becomes a burden to the possessor.

JUSTICE

Is that standard, or boundary of right, which

enables us to render to every man his just due,

without distinction. This virtue is not only

consistent with divine and human laws, but is

the very cement and support of civil society;

and as justice, in a great measure, constitutes

the really good man, so should it be the invari-

able practice of every Mason never to deviate

from the minutest principle thereof. * * *

The exercise of this principle incites us to act toward others, in

all the transactions of life, as we wish they would act toward us

Knd as, in a great measure, it constitutes real goodness, it is therefore

represented as the perpetual study of an accomplished Freemason.

Without the influence of justice, universal confusion would ensue;

lawless force would overcome the principles of equity, and social

intercourse would no longer exist

Here may be given some general instructions peculiar to

Freemasons, relatire to the manner in which Entered Ap-
6
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prentices serve tlieir * • *, and hdw represtntetl * * ;
together with a few observations regarding the comparisos

between it and clay, etc., and concluding thus;

Our Mother Earth alone, of all the elements,

has never proved unfriendly to man; the bodies

of water deluge him with rain, oppress him witli

hail, and drown him with inundations. The air

rushes in storms, prepares the tempest, and

lights up the volcano; but the earth, ever kind

and indulgent, is found subservient- to his wishes.

Though constantly harassed, more to furnish

the luxuries than the necessaries of life, she

never refuses her accustomed yield; spreading

his path with flowers and his table with plenty;

though she produces poison, still she supplies

the antidote, and returns with interest every

good committed to her care; and when at last

he is called upon to pass through the "dark

valley of the shadow of Death," she once more

receives him, and piously covers his remams

within her bosom: this admonishes us that from

it we came, and to it we must shortly return.

Such is the arrangement of the different sections in the

first lecture, which, with the forms adopted at the Opening

nnd Closing of a Lodge, comprehends the whole of tiie first

degree of Masonry. This plau.has the advantage of regular
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Ity to recommend it, the support of precedent and authority

and the sanction and respect which flow from antiquity.

CHAEGE TO THE CANDIDATE.

Brother • As you are now introduced into the

first principles of Masonry, I congratulate you

on being accepted into this ancient and honor-

able Order :—ancient, as having subsisted from

time immemorial; and honorable, as tending, in

every particular, so to render all men who will

be conformable to its precepts. No institution

was ever raised on a better principle or more

solid foundation; nor were ever more excellent

rules and useful maxims laid down, than are

inculcated in the several Masonic lectures. The

greatest and best of men, in all ages, have been

encouragers and promoters of the art; and have

never deemed it derogatory to their dignity to

level themselves with the Fraternity, extend

their privileges, and patronize their assembUes

There are three great duties which, as a Mason,

you are charged to inculcate :—to God, your

neighbor, and yourself. To God, in never men-

tioning His name but with that reverential awe

which 16 tlue from a creature to his Creator; to
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implore His aid in all your laudable undertak.

ings, and to esteem Him as the chief good; to

your neighbor, in acting upon the square, and

doing unto him as you wish he should do unto

you ; and to yourself, in avoiding all irregularity

and intemperance, which may impair your facul-

ties, or debase the dignity of your profession.

A zealous attachment to these duties will insure

pubhc and private esteem.

In the state, you are to be a quiet and peace-

ful citizen, true to your government, and just to

your country; you are not to countenance dis-

loyalty or rebellion, but patiently submit to

legal authority, and conform with cheerfulness

to the government of the country in which you

live. In your outward demeanor, be particularly

careful to avoid censure and reproach.

Although your frequent appearance at our

regular meetings is earnestly solicited, yet it is

not meant that Masonry should interfere with

your necessary vocations; for these are on no

account to be neglected; neither are you to suffer

your zeal for the institution to lead you into

argument with those who, through ignorance,

may ridicule it.
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At ycur leisure hours, that you may improve

in Masonic knowledge, you are to converse with

well-informed brethren, who will be always aa

ready to give, as you will be to receive, in-

struction.

Finally, keep sacred and inviolable the mys-

teries of the Order; as these are to distinguish

you from the rest of the community, and mark

your consequence among Masons. If, in the

circle of your acquaintance, you find a person

desirous of being initiated into Masonry, biii

particularly careful not to recommend him, un-

less you are convinced he will conform to oui-

rules; that the honor, glory, and reputation oi

the institutixDn may be firmly established, and

the world at large convinced of its good efiects

CHARGE,
AT THE INITIATION OF A SOLDIER.

Brotheb : Our institution breathes a spirit of gen-

eral philanthropy. Its benefits, in a social point of

view, are extensive. In tlie most endearing ties, it

unites all mankind. In every nation, wherever civil-

ization extends—and not unfrequently among the

wild savages of the forest—it opens an asylum to a
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brotliei in distress, and grants hospitality to the ne-

cessitous and unfortunate. The sublime principlea

of universal goodness and love to all mankind, which

are essential to it, cannot be lost in national distinc-

tions, prejudices, and animosities. The rage of con-

test and the sanguinary conflict have, by its recognized

principles, been abated, and the milder emotions of

humanity substituted. It has often performed the

part of the Angel of Goodness, in ministering to the

wants of the sick, the wounded, and the unfortunate

prisoner of war. It has even taught the pride of

victory to give way to the dictates of an honorable

connection.

Pui'e patriotism will always animate you to every

call of your country to repel an invading foreign foe,

or in subduing the rebellious intentions of those withi

in the hmits of our own land who become faithless to

the high duty of a citizen. But should you, whUe

engaged in the service of your country, be made

captive, you may find affectionate brethren where

others would only find enemies.

The institution also demands that you shall be a

quiet and peaceable citizen, true to yoiu: government,

and just to your country
;
yielding obedience to the

laws which afford you protection.

In whatever coimtry you travel, when you meet a

Mason, you will find a brother and a friend, who wiD

do all in his power to serve you ; and who wiR relieve

you, should you be poor or in distress, to the utmost

of his ability, and with a ready cheerfulness.



SECOND DEGREE.

FELLOW-CRAFT.



" The Second, or Fellow-Craft's Degree is rendered interesting

by those scisntific instructions and philosophical lectures which

characterize latter parts of the mysteries ; though both of these

Degrees were made to tend to glory of that God who had given

such wonderful faculties to them, and to the welfare of their

fellow creatures.''

—

Abdhdbacon Makt.
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DEGREE OF FELIOW-CKAFT.

If the object of the first degree be to symbolize the strag-

gles of a candidate groping in darlsncss for intellectual liglit,

that of the Becond degree represents the same candidate

laboring amid all the difficulties that encumber the young

beginner iu the attainment of learning and science. The

Entered Apprentice is to emerge from darkness to light

—

the Fellow-Craft is to come ont of ignorance into knowledge.

This degree, therefore, by fitting emblems, is intended to

typify these struggles of the ardent mind for tlie attainment

of truth—moral and intellectual truth—and, above all, that

Divine truth, the comprehension of which surpasseth human

nnderstanding, and to which, standing in the Jliddle Cham-

ber, after his laborious ascent of the Winding Stairs, he can

Duly approximate by the reception of an imperfect and yet

glorious reward, in the revelation of tha*^ " hieroglyphic light

which none but Craftsmea ever saw."

SECOND lECTURE.

Masonry is a progressive science, and is divided into dif

ferent classes, or degrees, for the more regular advancement

in the knowledge of its mysteries. According to the progress

we make, we limit or extend our inquiries; and, in proponioD
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to our capacity, we attain to a less or greater degree of

perfection.

Freemasonry includes within its circle almost every brancli

of polite learning. Under tlie vail of its mysteries is com-

preliended a regular system of science. Many of its illus-

trations, to the confined genius, may appear unimportantj

but the man of more enlarged faculties will perceive them to

be, in the highest degree, useful and interesting. To please

the accomplished scholar and ingenious artist, Freemasonry

is wisely planned ; and, in the investigation of its latent doc-

trines, the philosopher and mathematician may experience

equal delight and satisfaction.

To exhaust the varied subjects of which it treats, wouM
transcend the powers of the brightest genius; still, however,

nearer approaches to perfection may be made; and the man

of wisdom will not check the progress of his abilities, though

the task he attempts may at first seem insurmountable. Per-

severance and application remove each difficulty as it occurs,

every step he advances, new pleasures open to his view, andl

instruction of the noblest kind attends his researche.s. In thfc

diligent pursuit of knowledge, the intellectual faculties ar«j

employed in promoting the glory of God and the good of man

The first degree is well calculated to enforce the duties of

morality, and imprint on the memory the noblest principles

which can adorn the human mind. It is, therefore, the best

introduction to the second degree, which not only^extends

the same plan, but comprehends a more diffusive system of

knowledge. Here, practice and theory join in qualifying the

industrious Mason to share the pleasures which an advance-

ment in the art must necessarily afford. Listening with

attention to the wise opinions of experienced Craftsmen, on

important subjects, he gradually familiarizes his mind to

Dfieful instruction, and is soon enabled to investigate truths

af the ntmo3t concern in the general transactions of L'fe.
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From tliis system proceeds a rational amusement; while

the meTital puwers are fully employed, the judgment is prop-

erly exercised; a spirit of emulation prevails; and all are

hiduccd to contend who shall most excel in promoting the

valuable rules of the institution.

SECTION I.

The first section of the second degree accurately elucidates

Ihe mode of introduction into that particular class, and in-

)«tructs the diligent Craftsman how to proceed in the proper

•rrangement of the ceremonies used on the occasion. It

(.lualifies him to judge of their importance, and convinces him

•*f the necessity of strictly adhering to every established

4'sage of the Order. Here he is intrusted with particular

t»sst8, to enable him to prove his title to the privileges of this

<1egree, while satisfactory reasons are given for their origin.

•Vlany duties, which cement in the firmest union well-informed

brethren, are illustrated in this section; and an oppqrtunity

IS given to make sucli advances in Masonry as will always

distinguish the abilities of those who have arrived at prefer-

ment.

The Square is an important emblem in this degree. The

Fellow-Craft is instructed, on his entrance, that this symbol

should be the rule and guide of his conduct with all mankiml,

but especially with a brother Mason.

The following passage of Scripture is rehearsed in this degree:

"Thus he shewed me: and behold the Lord

stood upon a wall made by a plumb-line, with a

plumb-line in his hand. And the Lord said unto

me, Amos, what seest thou ? and I said, A plumb-
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line. Then said the Lord, Behold. I will set a

plumb-line in the midst of my people Israel ; I

will not again pass by them any more."—Aiios

vii. 7, 8.

Or the following Ode may be sung:

AxB
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What Fairy-lUce Music
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Well seek, in our labors, the Spirit Divine,

Our Temple to bless, and our hearts to refine;

And thus to our altar a tribute we'll bring,

While, joined in true friendship, our anthem we sing

See Order and Beauty rise gently to view,

Each Brotlier a column, so perfect and truel

When Order shall cease, and when temples decay,

May each fairer columns immortal surTcy.

The three J JJ allude to the three * * *,

which are the Ailentive Ear, ilie Inst, udive Tongue,

and the Faithful Breast.

THE SYMBOLICAL JEWELS.

TnE three vthtues—Hymbolically clesiRnnted "ihe three Precious

Jewels of a Fellow-Craft"—are, if considered from the true point

of \-iew, of no mean importance, and ai-e well worthy to be styled

"Jewels."

Silence, Secrecy, and Fidelity—nghtly nuderstood—are snpremo

rirtues. In silence, the Divine Thought moves through the Eter-

nities, creating and adorning; filling the material world with fonci

of beauty an<l gloiy, and cominnniciiting to the moral and spiiitual

the elements of ever-pxpanding perfection.

Ill silence and secrecy, Nature also perfiing her niysterioug

latora, and create.s that inspiring grandeur an 1 Uoonjicg loveliness

irhioh over attracts the attention and charms Clie vision ot man.
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The hnman mind, too, withdrawn into silence and secreoy, fcj

atterUion, and meditation, elaborates those grand thoughts—clothed

with creative energies—by which man, through Philosophy, Sci-

ence, and Art, becomes the sovereign of the material warld, p-nd

demonstrates his close relationship to the unseen and immortal
Powers.

Let, then, the Fellow-Craft wear these precious jewels proudly;

for they are worthy of his love. Let the attentive ear gather up
all those lessons of wisdom which Nature, History, and the World
are perpetually proclaiming; and, retiring into the Divine Silence,

let the adept study them with solemn earnestness. Let Fidelity

—

loyalty to Truth and Virtue—having its root in the deep recesses

of the faithful heart, bind him eternally to the Good, the P.eautifal,

and the True, which will crown him with joy on earth, and make
him illustrious when he shall be admitted to the "Inner Chamber"
of the Temple on high.

The Working-Tools of a Fellow-Craft are the

Plumb, the Square, and the Level.

The Plumb is an instrument made use of by

Operative Masons, to try perpendiculars; the

Square, to square their work; and the Level, to

prove horizontals : but we, as Free and Accepted

Masons, are taught to make use of them for

more noble and glorious purposes:—the Plumb

admonishes us to walk uprightly in our several

stations before God and man, squaring our ac-

tions by the Square of Virtue, and ever remem-

bering that we are traveling upon the Level of

Time, to " that undiscovered country, from

whose bourne no traveler returns." * * •
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The symbols of thosp. irustmments used by architects are tmknown
to coiiui.on observers, who merely see in them the simple Square,
the Level, and the Plumb; but Free and Accepted Masons recognizo
tiem as emblems of certain moral principles and religious duties,

which, if followed out as they should be, would render all men
valuable members of society. The Square, as an emblem of mo-
rality, teaches us to square our lives and actions by the unerring
laws of God's Word, and to regulate our conduct according to the
doctrine laid down by our divine Creator; to preserve a lively faith

in his Holy Gospel, which, in the most impressive manner, teaches

vs to live in brotherly love with all mankind. The Level is an
emblem of equality; and reminds us that, in the sight of God, all

men aie equal; that He causes the sun to shine on the poor man's
cottage, as well as on the king's palace; with Him there is no
distinction, unless we so far forget our duty as to neglect and dis-

obey the divine commands. The Plumb, signifying uprightness,

reminds us to observe justice and equity in all our dealings on
earth: so that, through the great mercy of God, we may hope to

obtain an entrance into the Grand Lodge above, held in that temple
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

SECTION n.

The second section of this degree has reference to the

origin of the Institution, and views Masonry under two

denominations

—

Operativr and Speculative. These are

separately considered, and the principles on which both are

rounded, particularly explained. Their affinity is pointed

out by allegorical figures and typical representations. The
period stipulated for rewarding merit is fixed, and the inimit-

able moral to which that circnmstance alludes is explained;

the creation of the world is described, and many other par-

ticulars recited, all of which have been carefully preserved

among Masons, and transmitted from one age to another by

oral tradition.

Circumstances of great importance to the Fraternity are

nero particularized, and many traditional tenets and cnstoms
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foiitrmcd by sacred and profane record. The celestial and

terrestrial globes are considered with a minute accuracy; and

here the accomplished Craftsman may display his talents to

advantage in the elucidation of the Orders of Architecture,

the Senses of human nature, and the liberal Arts and Sci-

BKCES, which are severally classed in a regular arrangement.

In short, this section contains a store of valuable knowledge,

founded on reason and sacred record, both entertaining and

Instructive.

OPERATIVB MASONRY.

We work in Speculative Masonry, but our

ancient brethren wrought in both Operative and

Speculative.* They worked at the building of

King Solomon's temple, and many other sacred

and Masonic edifices.

By Operative Masonry, we allude to a proper

apphcation of the useful rules of architecture,

whence a structure will derive figure, strength,

and beauty, and whence will result a due pro-

portion and a just correspondence in all its parts.

It furnishes us with dwellings and convenient

shelters from the vicissitudes and inclemencies

of seasons; and while it displays the efiects of

• Freemasonry 1b to be considerea as divided Into two parts—the Ojurativf

and SpeciL'ative; and tlieee are again subdlTided—that Is, Craft Mascnry—Into
three distinct branches; the Manual, the Instrumental, and the ScientiUc. Tbo
"Manual consists of such parts of business as are performed by hand-labor alonft.

Dr by the help of some simple instruments, the uses whereof are not to be

(earned by any problems or rules of art, but by labor ind practice only; and

this is more particularly applicable to the brethren of the first degree, called

E?Uered Apprentiea.
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hiimaD wisdom, as well in the choice as in the

ari'angement of the sundry materials of wliich

an edifice is composed, it demonstrates that a

fund of science and industry is implanted in

man, for the best, most salutary, and beneficent

pui'poses.

SPECULATIVE MASONRY.

By Speculative Masonry, we learn to subdue

the passions, act upon the square, keep a tongue

of good report, maintain secrecy, and practice

charity. It is so far interwoven with religion,

as to lay us under obligations to pay that rational

homage to the Deity, which at once constitutes

our duty and our happiness. It leads the con-

templative to view, with reverence and admira-

tion, the glorious works of creation, and inspires

him with the most exalted ideas of the perfection

of his Divine Creator.

MASONEY, OPERATIVE AND SPECULATIVE.
For a considerable time previous to the building of Solomon's

Tomplp. the Societies of Sidonian Architects and Builders had

become celebrated throughout the ancient world. A company of

these masons and architects, under the superintendence of Hiram.

the Widow's Son, was sent by the King of Tyre to Solomon, to

assist in the erection of that stately edifice. At this period com-

mences the histoi-y of Masonry among the Jews. Thus introduced

into Judea, it flemished greatly under the protection of Solomoh

and some cf hii; successors; but it w is alao, in the coiuse of yeui^
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subject to bitter persecutions, gross misrepresentations, and fierce

denunciations. The exclusive and stern Hebrews were slow to

appreciate fully its catholic and benign spirit, and its great valuo

OS an industrial agent.

Even at this period, we have reason to beliove, the Sidonian Ordei

wna not entirely an operative society, but rather was a mixed body,

consisting of both operative and speculative Masons. In the form-

ation of its rituals, it had drawn largely on the Kites of the Oiphio,

Cabirian, and Isianic Mysteries. The speculative chaiucter finallj

triumphed over the operative, and the ancient Order of Hiram waa

transformed into the Order of the Essen, or Breast-plate, or the

Essenian Brotherhood.

At an early period the Sidonian Masons had planted their socia-

ties in Borne, and in the reign of Numa Pompiuus were highly

fevored by that monarch. These societies were there known under

the name of Colleges of Builders and Artificers. After Christianity

had subdued the pagan world, these "Colleges of Builders," or

societies of Operative Masons, were engaged in erecting cathedrals,

churches, and other public edifices, and continued, in unbroken

succession, down to A. D. 1717. In 1459 they held a general con-

tention of the Crafts at Batisbon, and decided to Institute a Grand

Lodge at Strasburg, and that the architect of that cathedral, for the

time being, should be, ex officio, Grand Master.

These Lodges also preserved the ancient rituals, which gave them

a speculative or philosophical character; and thus we find that the

history of the Order of Operative Masons in Europe reproduces

that of Sidonian Masonry in ancient Judea. As that Order culmi-

nated in the Essenian Brotherhood, so the Order of Operative waa

in 1717 transformed into that of Speculative Masonry.

That Speculative Masonry is the offspring of the ancient corpora-

tions of.Builders and Masons, there cannot be a doubt. It possesses

all the venerable forms of those old societies, then- rituals, and

theu' language of signs and symbols. The instruments of the

buUder's art—the Gavel, Tweuty-four-inch Guage, Trowel, Level,

Plumb, Square, Compasses, Spade, Setting-Maul, etc.—^it retains,

aiiJ applies them to moral uses. They have become the most sig-

nificant and instructive of emblems. All Freemasons are famUiai

with their symbolical interpretations, and appreciate their beauty

and the force of their teaching. The Free or Speculative Mason ia

also a builder, but not of material edifices. He is, or should be^

the cunstructer of a Temple, more glorious than that of Solomon—
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t Temple of Virtue, of Honor, of Charity, Purity, anil Knowledge
and these implements of the Operative Mason's art, in their em-

blematic use, indicate the labors he is to execute, the dangers he is

vo encounter, and the preparations he is to make in the great work

Df uprearing that spiritual fabric wherein his soul may find peace

for eveiTuore.

This section also refers to the origin of the Jewish Sab-

bath, as well as to the manner in which it was kept by

our ancient bretiiren.

In six days God created the heaven and the

earth, and rested upon the seventh day; the

seventh, therefore, our ancient brethren conse-

crated as a day of rest from their labors, thereby

enjoying frequent opportunities to contemplate

the glorious works of creation, and to adore

their great Creator.

The six days of creation are technically known among Freema-

sons as the "Grand Architect's Six Periods.'' These important

periods in the world's histoiy may be more particularly illustrated

as follows:

Before the Almighty was pleased to command this vast world

into existence, the elements and materials of creation lay blended

together without distinction or form. Darkness was on the face

of the great deep, and the spirit ol God moved on the surface of

the waters. The Almighty, as an example to man, that aU things

of moment should be done \\'ith due deliberation, was pleased to

be six days in commanding it from chaos to perfection. The fir^

instance of his supreme power was made manifest by commanding

light; and being pleased with this new operation, he distingmshed

it by name, calling the light day, and the darkness he caUed niohi

&nd. in order to keep this same framed matter within just limits,
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the sec(md day was employed in laying the foundations for tht
heavens, which he callej firmament, designed to keep the waters
thai were within the clouds, and those beneath them, asunder. On
the third day, he commanded those waters within due limits, and
dry land appeared, which he called eaeth; and the mighty congre-
gated waters he called sea. The earth being yet irregular and
barren, God spoke the word, and it was immediately coTered with
a beautiful carpet of grass, designed as pasture for the brute crea-

tion. Trees, shrubs, and flowers of all sorts, succeeded in full

growth, maturity, and perfection. On the fourth day, the two
grand luminaries, the sun and moon, were created; the sun to rule

the day, and the moon to govern the night. And the sacred hi .to-

rian informs us that they were ordained for signs, seasons, days,

and years. The Almighty was also pleased to bespangle the ethe-

real concave of heaven with a multitude of stars, that man, whom
he intended to make, might contemplate thereon, and justly admire
his majesty and glory. On the fifth gay, he caused the waters to

bring forth a variety of fish for our use; and, in order to imprint
on the mind of man a reverential awe of his divine omnipotence,
he created the other inhabitants of the mighty deep, which multi-

plied exceedingly after their kind. On the same day, the Almighty
caused the birds to fly in the air, that man might delight his eyes

and ears—with some for their beautiful plumage, and others for

their melodious notes.

On the siaih day, he created the beasts of the field and the rep-

tiles which crawl on the earth. And here we may plainly perceive

the wisdom, power, and goodness of the Grand Geometrician of

the Universe, made manifest throughout the whole of his proceed-

ings. He produced what effects he pleased without the aid of their

natural causes—such as giving light to the woftd before he created

the sun and moon, and making the earth fruitful without the influ-

ence of the heavenly bodies. He did not create the beasts of the

Deld until he had provided sufficient herbage for their suppoi-t;

neither did he create man until he had furnished him with a dwell-

ing, and every thing requisite for life and pleasure. Then, to dig-

nify the work of his hands still more, he made man, who came into

tlio world with greater pomp than any creature which preceded him.

They came but with a single command. God spake the word, and
it was done. But at the formation of man, we are told, there was
a consultation, in which God said. Let us make man. He was im-
mediately t'onned out ol the dust of the earth. The breath of life
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was blown into Lis niwstrils, and man became a living sonL In thJs

one creature, there is a combination of every thing throughout tho

whole creation—such as the quality and substance of an animate

being, the life of plants, the senses of beasts: but, above all, the

nnclerstanding of angels; formed after the immediate image of God,

thereby intimating to him that integrity and uprightness should

ever influence him to adore his Creator, who has so liberally be-

stowed on him the faculty of sp;eoh, and further endued him with

that noble instinct called keasun. The Almighty, as his last and

best gift to man, created woman. Under his forming hand, the

creature grew—man-like, but of different sex—so lovely fair, that

what seemed fair in all the world, seemed now mean: all in her

summed up—in her contained. On she came, led by her Heavenly

Maker, though unseen, yet guided by his voice, adorned with all

that heaven could bestow to make her amiable.

" Grace was In all her Btepa, heaven In her eye.

In every gesture dignity and love."

The Almighty, having iinished the sixth day's work, rested on

the seventh. He blessed, hallowed, and sanctified it He thereby

taught man to work industriously six days, but strictly commanded

him to rest on the seventh, the better to contemplate on the beau-

tiful works of creation—to adore him as their Creator— to go into

his sanctuaries, and ofler up praises for life and eveiy blessing ho

BO amply enjoys at his bountiful hands.

©Ite iiUatiS at tlu ^orclt.

For he east two pillars of brass, of eighteen cubits high apiece;

and a line of twelve cubits did compass either of them about

—

I. KiNOS vii. 15.

Also he made before the house two pillars of thirty and five cubits

high, and the chapiter that was on the top of each of them was five

cubits.—II. Chkqn. iii. 15.

And he made two chapiters of molten brass, to set upon the top*

of the pillars; the height of the one chapiter was five cubits, and the

height of the other chapiter was five cubits.—L Kotos vii. 16.

The height of the one pillar was eighteen cubits, and the nhapitei

upon itvas brass: and th? height of the chapiter three cubits; and

Ihe wreatlien work, and pomegranates upon tlio chapiter roimd
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tbont all of brass: and like imto th^n

wreathen work.—n. Kings xxt. 17.*

had the second pillar niUi

THE TWO BRAZEN PILLARS
Which ornamented the porch ol Ring Solo.

mon's Temple, were fluted, with sixteen flutes

each, a hand's breadth (about four inches) in

depth. Their shafts were eighteen cubits high

(I. Kings vii. 15; Jebemiah lii. 21), about thirty

feet seven inches ; the circumference of the shaft

at the base was fourteen cubits, twenty-three feet

eleven inches (LXX. version I. Kings vii. 15),

giving a diameter of about seven feet seven inch-

es. At the top, the circumference was twelve

cubits, giving a diameter of six feet eight inches

(Jeeemiah lii. 21 ; I. Kings vii. 15). They were

surmounted by chapiters; the chapiters were

composed of seven wreaths of twisted brass, set

perpendicularly on an abacus of seven sides,

crowning the shaft of each pillar. These wreaths

were three cubits high (II. Kings xxv. 17) ; upon
four of these wreaths, in a trapezoidal orm was suspended a latticed

Net-work of brass and copper, colored yellow and red; around the

curved bottom of which was a brass fringe, ornamented with two

• The dUorepancy as to the height of the pillars, aa given in the book ol

Kings and in Chronicles, is to bo reconciled by supposing that in the book of

Kings the pillars are spoken of separately, and that in Chronicles their aggre-

gate height is calculated; and the reason that, in this latter book, their united

height ia placed at thirty-five cubits, instead of thirty-six, which would be the

double of eighteen, is because they are there measured aa they appear with the

chapiters upon them. Now, half a cubit of each pillar was concealed in what
Dr. LioHTTOOT calls "the hole of the chapiter;"—that is, half a cubit's depth

of the lower edge of the chapiter covered the top of the pillar, making each

pillar apparently only seventeen and a half cubita high, or the two, thirty-flve

cubits, as laid do^vn in the book of Chronicles.—^In a similar way we reconcile

lUe difference as to the height of the chapiters. lu I. Kinga and n. Chronicle!

the chapiters are aaid to be Jive cubita high, while in II. Kings their height ii

described as being only Utree cubita. But it will be noticed that it immediately

follows in the aame place, that " there was a wreathen work and x^omegranatea

upon the chapiter round about." Now, this expression is conclusive that the

height of the chapiters was estimated exclusive and independent of the wreathei)

work round about them, which was two cubits more, and thla, added to thi

three cuoits of the chapiter proper, will make the five cubits spoken of in all

Bthofc parts of Scripture. —I^Iagesy's ifanucd of the Loclae,
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rows of brazen Pomegranates, fifty in a row (L Kings vii. 18; IL

Cheon. iv. 12; ."'ebemiah Hi. 23). The pomegranates being aiTunged

ninety-six on k side (Jjebemiah lii. 23), two of the pomegranatea

hung on each point of suspension; and eight to the cubit for twelve

cubits (LXX. version Je-kemiah lii. 22). which was the entire length

of the eycloidal arc of the net-work from one point of suspension to

the other. Within the net-work was set a hollow Lily of silver,

with six pointed leaves; the height of the points of the lily above

the abacus was four cubits (L Kings vii. 19). This lily circum-

scribed a Spheke of brass (II. Cheon. iv. 12), whose diameter was

exactly equal to the diameter of the top of the column (LXX. ver-

sion L Kings vii. 20), whose superior convex surface reached an

elevation of five cubits above the abacus, making the whole height

of the chapiter five cubits (I. Kings vii. 15 ; IL Chuon. iii. 15 ; Je-

remiah lii. 21).

—

SymboU of Framcuorvry, aotericaUy ctmnderedt 6y W. 8.

ttoOKWKLL, p. a. it. of Oeorgia.

THE SYMBOLS OP

Are introduced, and their moral application explained.

OF THE GLOBES.

The Olobes are two artificial spherical bodies,

on the convex surface of which are represented

the countries, seas, and various parts of the

earth, the face of the heavens, the planetary

revolutions, and other important particulars.

THE USE OF THE GLOBES.

Their principal use, besides serving as xnapa

to distinguish the outward parts of the earth,

and the situation of the fixed stars, is to illus-

trate and explain the phenomena arising frort

the aunual revolution of the earth around the
6*
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sun and the diurnal rotation upon its own axis

They are invaluable instruments for improving

the mind, and giving it the most distinct idea oi

any problem or proposition, as well as enabling

it to solve the same. Contemplating these

bodies, we are inspired wdth a due reverence for

the Deity and his works, and are induced to en-

courage the studies of Astronomy, Geography,

Navigation, and the Arts dependent on them,

by which society has been so much benefited.

©he ^^ittiltttg ^talyji.

The door for the middle chamber was in the right side of tha

Louse; and they went up with winding stairs into the middle cham-

ber.—I. Kings ti. 8.*

The Stmbolioai, Stairway, which leads irom the ground-floor to

the Middle Chamber of our mystic house, consists of fifteen steps

and three divisions. The divisions, we perceive, differ in the num-

ber of their st«ps, each having an odd number— "three, five, and

seven." While there is no positive evidence thi.i these divisions

have any particular reference to Ancient Craft Masonry, yet the

lessons taught us, as we ascend, should impress upon the mind of

every Freemason the importance of discipline, as well as a knowl-

edge of natural, mathematical, and metaphysical science It also

opens to him an extensive range of moral and speculative inquiry,

which may prove a source of peculiar gratification.

Eeference is here made to the Masonic organization

Lato three degrees—the Entered Apprentice, the Fellow-

Craft, and the Master Mason; and to its' system ol

government by three officers—the Worshipful Master,

the Senior Warden, and the Junior Warden.

• vide Lecture JP Oie I(egen4 of tile Wind jjg Stairs, pp. 159-170.
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The Orders or Architectuke are next considered and

explained.

OF ORDER IN AECHITECTURB.

By order in architecture is meant a system of

all the members, proportions, and ornaments of

columns and pilasters; or, it is a i egular arrange-

ment of the projecting parts of a building, which,

united with those of a column, form a beautiful,

perfect, and complete whole.

OF ITS ANTIQUITY.

From the first formation of society, order iu

architecture may be traced. When the rigor of

seasons obliged men to contrive shelter from the

inclemency of the weather, we learn that they

first planted trees on end, and then laid others

across,- to support a covering. Th© bands which

connected those trees at top and bottom are said

to have given rise to the idea of the base and

capital of pillars : and from this simple hint

originally proceeded the more improved art of

architecture.

Tlii first habitntiona of men were such as Nature afforded, with

but little liibor on tlie part of the occupant, and sufficient only to

Ratisfy his simple wants. Eacn tribe or people constructed, from

the materiiils that presented themselves, such habitations as wer«

best suited to this purpose, and at the same time most lonvenieat
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W^e thus find, in countries remote from other nations, and wherj

foreign influences did not exist, an architecture at once singular,

and as indigenous as the vegetation itself. The hypogea of the

borders of the Indus, the Nile, and the Ganges—the temporary

touts of the nomadic tribes of eastern Asia—the oaks of the Gre«

fflon forests, fashioned by the ingenuity of man into the humble

cabin (the prototype of the prin jipal Grecian order)—are indubi-

tably the primitive styles of the Egyptian, the Grecian, and the

Oriental structures. Anterior to the discovery of printing, the

monument was the tablet upon which the various races chronicled

for posterity the annals of their history. In the simple, unhewn

altar, we recognize the genius of religion: we trace in it the germ

of the development of human intelligence; it bespeaks faith, inge-

nuity, ambition. The ancient Babel, and the altars of Scripture

—

the monuments of Gilgal and Gilead of the Hebrews—the Celtic

Dolmens, the Cromlechs, the Peulvens or Menheirs, the Liohavons,

(the Trelithous of the Greeks,) the Nurhags; the Talayots, and the

Tumuli, (the Latin Mercuriales, )—are all symbols of pristine faith.

With the pagan devotee, the art was made to conform to the moral

attributes of the character of the deity in whose honor the monu-

ment was erected. With the Greeks, various styles of structure

were thus instigated, from the early polygonal formations of the

Phoenicians, at Astrea and Tyranthus, to the perfections of design,

the imposing Doric, the graceful Ionic, and the magnificent Corin-

thian orders. Each nation, at every age, possessed its symbolic

monuments, revealing its conception of the attributes of the Infi

nite, with the exception of the Persians, who, as we learn from th«

Zend Avesta, worshiped in the open air, and who, according to

Hebodotus, possessed no temples, but revered the whole circuit of

the heavens; and the Assyrians, whose Magi interpreted the silent

stars, and worshiped the sun. Among such monuments, we must

reckon, as the chief, the Temple of Solomon, that sublime con-

ception of the spirit of immateriality, true type, in its massive

splendor, of a higher and purer belief; at Elora, the temple of

Indra, sacred to Swargas, the god of ether, which, according to the

Puranas, was designed by W isvakama, the stapalhi, or architect of

the heavens. In China, the ancient Tings, Taas, and Mikosi, were

temples of the gods, and the mias, in Japan and Siam, were sacreij

structures. The Pyramids were symbolic emblems of the metemp-

gyohosian creed of Egypt. The Djebel Pharouni, the pyramids oi

Rhamses, the temples of Isis and Osiris, and the Memuon, bespeak
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^iu their colossal size) a vast and botuidless faith. Athens pos-

Hcssed her Parthenon, over wnose magnificence presided IMinarva

Archegetea,_aDd Rome her Pantheon, "shrine of all saints and

altar of all gods." Ancient Cordova had her mosque, on which the

Moor.s spent the riches of their oriental taste. Modem Kome pos-

sesses her basilica of St. Peters, on whose sublime structure, amid

the Tisible decadence of classic art, Michael Angelo lavished his

genius.—Of the early achievements and of the progressive steps of

the science of architecture, there remain but fragments, though

sufficient, with the assistance of history, to teach us their antiqui-

ty. The epochs of advancement can be traced progressively from

the early elements of structme to the more perfected styles; and

throughout the whole globe remains of edifices will be found which

proclaim an early possession of certain degrees of architectural

knowledge.—The most ancient nation known to us who made any

considerable progress in the arts of design is the Babylonian. Their

most celebrated monuments were the Temple of Belus, the Kasr,

and the hanging gardens which Nebuchadnezzar built for his Lydian

bride, the wonderful canal of the Nahar Malca, and the Lake of

Palac6pos. An idea of the colossal size of the structures they once

composed can be formed from the dimensions of their ruins. The

material employed in cementing the burned or sun-dried bricks^

upon which hieroglyphics are to be traced—was the mortar pro-

duced by Nature from the fountains of naphtha and bittmien at the

river Is, near Babylon. No entire architectural monument has

come down to us from the Assyrians, whose capital was embellished

with the superb Kalla, Ninoah, and the Khorzabad; nor from the

Phcenicians, whose cities—Tyre, Sidon, Arados, and Sarepta—were

adorned with equal magnificence; nor from the IsraeUtes, whose

temples were wonderful structures; nor from the Syrians, the Phil-

istines, and many other nations. Our want of thorough knowledge

concerning the architecture of these Oriental nations is attributable

partly to the innumerable devastations which have taken place on

this great battle-field of the world; but to the perishabihty of the

materials that were employed—such as gypsum, alabaster, wood,

terra cotta, and brick, with which their ruins abound—^we munt

likewise attribute, in part, this ignorance.

The massive temples of the Hindoos at Elora, Salsitte, and the

Island of Elephanta, seem in their awful grandeur like the habita-

tions of giants, on whose land some divine malediction has fiiilen.

Che Hindoos, in these colossal structures with their endless sculps
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tured panels, their huge figures, and their astounding and intricate

excavati'^ns, e rinoe a perseverance and industry equaled only by

the Egyptians. Their pagodas, towering in the air, are likewise

wonderful architectural achieTements, quite sj admirable as (heii

hypogea. The Indian structures are remarkable for their SBTcre

and giotesque appearance. Their temples—whether of Bbahma.,

the creator of all; Vishnu, the preserver of all; or of Seeb or Sheva,

the destroyer of all—exhibit a striding embodiment of the attributes

of the deities in whose honor they were erected.

A remarkable resemblance to the Hindoo constructions has been

found in the religious monuments or teocdUis of Mexico and Yuca-

tan. But the architectural types of these antique structures sini

into insignificance when compared with those of Egypt. The obe-

lisks, pyramids, temples, palaces, tombs, and other structures with

which that country abounds, are on a colossal scale, and such as

can have been executed only by a people far advanced in architect-

ural ait, and profoundly versed in the science of mechanics. These

works, like the Hindoo structures, were remarkable for their gigan-

tic proportions and massiveuess. Intricate and highly painted

relievo sculptures or hieroglyphics covered the entire extent of theii

walls. The prevailing monotony of the hieroglyphic designs which

form the chief feature of Egyptian architectural decoration, was

superinduced by the circumscribed and limiting laws of their reli-

gion. In Egyptian architecture we trace the elements of the early

Indian school, blended with more harmonious combinations, aa

likewise the introduction of architectural orders. Beside skilled

organization of parts, and a just appreciation of pleasing effect,

their works in their colossal features evince a thorough knowledge

of the geometrical branch of the science of construction. The
architectural genius of Egypt lavished its power on mausoleums,

and on gorgeous temples to the deities, which, in their sublimity,

inspire awe. They were constructed of granite, breccia, sandstone,

and brick, which different materials are adjusted with much pre-

cision. The huge blocks employed in their various monuments

exhibit a perfect acquaintance with the laws of mechanics. We
cannot but wonder at their monolithic obelisks, especially when we

reflect upon the immense distances Ihey had to be transported,

the pyramidal shape pervades most of their works, the walls of

their temples inclining inward. The jambs to their entrance-gateg

also were generally inclined. The Egyptians never used columna

peripterally, even undci the domimor. of the Greeks and Bonutor
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when the cclumn wna ased externally, the space intervening waj

walled up to a certain height. To these circumstances, togethei

with the fact that their monuments were terraced, can be ascribed

their massive and solid appearance. With them, columns were

employed to form porticos in their interior courts, and also to sup-

port the ceilings. The shafts, of different forms, being conical, or

cylindrical, or bulging out at the base, sometimes presented a

smooth surface; they were rarely fluted, being generally covered

with hieroglyphics. Occasionally, they were monoliths, but were

generally constructed in la.-ers, and covered with hieroglyphics; a

circular plinth formed the b.xse. The capitals resemble the lotus,

at times, spreading out at the top; again, the flower appears bound

together, assuming the bulbous shape; above is a square tablet

forming the abacus. Others, of a later date, present projecting

convex lobes; while other capitals are composed of a rectangular

block, with a head carved on either side, surmounted by a die, also

carved. Caryatic figures were also employed by the Egyptitms, and

were generally placed against walls or pillars, thus appearing to

Hupport the entablature, composed of a simple architrave and a

coved cornice, with a large torus intervening, which descends the

angles of the walls. The Pelasgians appear to have been the first

people settled in Greece, numerous remains of whose structures are

still extant. Subsequently, from the knowledge posses.sed by the

indigenous tribes, together with that acquired from the Egj'ptians

and the Asiatic nations, the Greeks extracted and developed a style

peculiarly their own; and architectural art passed from the gigantic

to the elegant and classic foi'ms. During tlie reign of Pekici.es it

flourished with meridian splendor, and some of the most superb

edifices the world has ever seen wore erected during this period.

The Grecian monument belonged to the nation, and upon the public

works of the country the government lavished fabulous sums.

Hkeben Informs us that the Greeks placed the neces,sai-y appropri-

ation of funds for the public works at the head of the goverimient

expenditures. The thoughts of the whole Grecian nation, it would

Deem, were turned toward the adornment of the country. They

forbade by law any architectural display on private residences, and

in fact, until after Greece became subject to Macedonia, architectb

were permitt<id to work only for the governments.

The beauty and grace which pervade aU their works, whethei

monumental, mechanical, or industiial, lead us to suppose that,

although imperfect as regards c jmfort, they must yet have exhilited
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a certaia degiee of elegance. A just idea of the muJdings ani

omaments, unequaled for their purity and grace, can be obtained

only from personal observation. It is also impossible, from any

verbal description, to be able fuUy to appreciate the beauty and

harmony of their different styles. It may not be amiss, however,

here to lay down some general principles:—These styles may be

classed in systems or orders—the Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian.

They also employed, though rarely, caryatides. Innumerable con-

jectures exist concerning the origin of these different orders, fn

all probability we are indebted to the Dorians for the invention of

the Doric; although Champoluon sees in an Egyptian order, which

he stvles the proto-Doric, the type of the Grecian order of that

name. The oldest example extant is at Corinth.—To the lonians,

likewise, is attributed the honor of having first employed the Ionia

order, no example of which is to be found in Greece, prior to the

Macedonian conquest. As for the origin of the Corinthian, without

wishing to discredit the interesting narrative of Viteuvius, wherein

he accords to CiLLUMACHUs the invention of the Corinthian capital,

it might be weU to state, that foliated capitals, of much greater

antiquity than any discovered in Greece, are to be found in Egypt

and in Asia Minor. The most perfect Grecian example of this order

is employed in the cboragic monument of Ltsiobates; and there

nan be little doubt that the Greeks also derived the idea of their

caryatio order from the Egyptians, who frequently employed himian

figures instead of columns in their structures.—The Doric holds

the foremost rank among the Grecian orders, not only on account

of its being the most ancient, the most generally employed, and,

consequently, the most perfected, but more especially on account

of its containing, as it were, the principle of all their architecture,

as well as an exact imitation of aU the parts employed in their

primitive constructions, which were undoubtedly of wood. This

style, typical of majesty and imposing grandeur, was almost univer-

sally employed by the Greeks in the construction of their temples;

and certainly monumental art does not furnish us with the equal ol

a Greek peripteral temple.

To the Etruscans the invention of the arch, constructed on itb

true principles, has been generally attributed, as likewise the c<im-

position of an order styled Tuscan, a species of simple Doric, no

entire examjjle of which, however, has been handed down to na by

the ancients.

The history of Boman architecture, under its kings and at Hi*
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beginning of the republic, is somewliat obscure, as but few of the

momiments of that period remain. The Roman kings fortified the

city, and erected various palaces, temples, and tomts It became

adorned with coloBsal works of art, whose stupendous features

—

forming such a contrast with the comparative insignificance of itfl

power and condition—would seem to indicate that the future of

imperial Eome had baen foreshadowed to its people. The early

Romans employed Etruscans in their works. ^Vhen Greece at

length fell under the yoke of the Roman empire, Rome became

enriched with the spoils of Athens. The Greek artists sought pro-

tection and patronage among their conquerors, and adorned the

imperial capital with structures which called forth unbounded

praise. The Grecian style was blended with the Etruscan during

the more early period of the Roman schooL But as the arch,

which was the characteristic feature of Roman architecture, re-

vealed its treasures, the Grecian elements were employed but as a

system of ornamentation. During the middle ages, the spirit of

classic art seems to have waned with the glory of the Roman em-

pire. The science of building became perverted, and the fame

which the Romans had attained in architecture became a memory

only. At this period it is supposed that the construction of houses

in stories became general. The habitations of the mass of the

people were poor, and in'cgularly planted about the to^Ti-hall in

cities, or clustered about those massive structures (feudal castles)

erected as fortresses, into which the arrogant possessor might

retu-e, and whence he might sally at pleasure to harass the country.

Many of the castle fortresses were on a plan of great magnitude,

consisting of two or more large towers and divers inner buildings,

including chapels During the gloom and the disastrous influences

of the bloody wars of the middle ages, we find the venerable insti-

tution of Freemasonry nourishing, imder the ashes of its ancient

mysteries, the social fire of architectural art. While the whole of

Europe was convulsed with the international and social stiife and

invasions of barbarians, which resulted in its complete reorganiza-

tion, the study of the arts, sciences, and hterature, took refuge in

4he monasteries. In Italy, during the tenth century, we find the

corporation of Magistri Comacini exercising great influence, and

giving to Grecian artists shelter from the political troubles of the

East, and from the persecutions of the Iconoclasts. These artists

promulgated among the Lombards the Byzantine elements of struc-

ture, whose influence as we h<'- ve seen, was more or less diffiised
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throughout the architeotuial schools of Europe. Under EbWIB
TON Stetnbach, of Germany, during the thirteenth century, the

Hiitten, or Lodges, ware organized, one object of which was the

study of urchitectm'e, over which they exercised a powerful rnfu-

enco. In Strasbourg existed the Lodge of the Haupt-Hiitte. Under
GoDOTNE, or JossE DoTTZiNGEB, of Worms, (who in 1444 succeeded

the architect J. Hult, ) the various sects of the German Freemasons
were incorporated into one body, and, in virtue of an act passed at

Eatisbon, the same year, the architect of the cathedral of Stras-

bourg was elected the sole Grand Master of the Fraternity. These

maguitri lapidum were likewise sole directors or supervisors of all

ika religious structures. Protected by the Church, sole depository

of the arcana of the early Masters, architecture passed from the old

Gothic through various phases of the pointed or ogean styles. The
influence, the enterprise, and daring achievements of its promoters

seemed to strike the contemporary ages as well as posterity with a

religious awe ; and the intellectual power and energy of the people

appear to have been concentrated and expended upon architecture.

The revival of the spirit of emulation, engendered by the impetus

thus given to art, would seem to have possessed a regenerating

power, and to have resuscitated Europe from the condition of moral

syncope into which it had fallen. The spirit of an age is embodied

in its architecture.

The five orders are thus classed:—the Tuscan, Doric,

[oNio, Corinthian, and Composite.

THE TUSCAN

Is the most simple and solid of the five orders.

It was invented in Tuscany, whence it derives

its name. Its column is seven diameters high,

and its capital, base, and entablature have but

few moldings. The simplicity of the construc-

tion of this column renders it eligible where

ornament would be superfluous.
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THE DORIC,

Wbicli is plain and natural, is the most anrieut,

and was invented by tlie Greeks. Its column is

eight diameters high, and has seldom any orna-

ments on base or capital, except moldings

—

though the frieze is distinguished by triglypha

and metopes, and triglyphs compose the orna-

ments of the frieze. The solid composition of

this order gives it a preference, in structures

where strength and a noble simplicity are chiefly

required. The Doric is the best proportioned of

all the orders. The several parts of which it is

composed are founded on the natural position

of solid bodies. In its first invention, it was

more simple than in its present state. In after-

times, when it began to be adorned, it gained

the name of Doric: for when it was constructed

in its primitive and simple form, the name of

Tuscan was conferred on it. Hence the Tuscan

precedes the Doric in rank, on account of its

resemblance to that pillar in its original state.

THE IONIC

Bears a kind of mean proportion between the

more solid and delicate orders. Its coliuim is
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nine diameters high; its capital is adorned with

volutes, and its cornice has dentils. There is

both delicacy and ingenuity displayed in this

pillar, the invention of which is attributed to the

lonians, as the famous " Temple of Diana," at

Bphesus, was of this order. It is said to have

been formed after the model of an agreeable

young woman, of an elegant shape, dressed in

her hair; as a contrast to the Doric order, which

was formed after that of a strong, robust man.

THE CORINTHIAN,

The richest of the five orders, is deemed a master-

piece of art. Its column is ten diameters high,

and its capital is adorned with two rows of

leaves, and eight volutes, which sustain the

abacus. The frieze is ornamented with curious

devices; the cornice with dentils and modiUions.

This order is used in stately and superb struc-

tures. It was invented at Corinth by Oallima-

OHUS, who is said to have taken the hint of the

capital of this piUar from the following remark-

able circumstance:—Accidentally passing by the

tomb of a young lady, he perceived a basket of

toys, covered with a tile, placed over an acan-

thus-root, having been left there by her nurse.
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A.S the branches grew up, they encompassed the

basket until, arriving at the tile, they met with

an obstruction, and bent downwards. Callbi-

AOHUS, struck with the object, set abont imitat-

ing the figure; the vase of the capital he made

to represent the basket; the abacus, the tUe; and

the volutes, the bending leaves.

THE COMPOSITE

Is compounded of the other orders, and was

contrived by the Romans. Its capital has the

two rows of leaves of the Corinthian, and the

volutes of the Ionic. Its column has quarter-

rounds, as the Tuscan and Doric orders; is ten

diameters high, and its cornice has dentils, or

simple modillions. This piUar is generally found

in buildings where strength, elegance and beauty

are displayed.

THE INVENTION OF ORDER IN AECHITECTURE.

The ancient and original orders of architecture,

revered by Masons, are no more than three: the

Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian, which were invented

by the Greeks. To these, the Romans have

added two—the Tuscan, which they made plainer

than the Doric, and the Composite, whicli was
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more ornamental, if not more beautiful, than the

Corinthian. The first three orders alone, how-

ever, show invention and particular characler,

and essentially differ from each other; the two

others have nothing but what is borrowed, and

differ only accidentally: the Tuscan is the Doric

in its earliest state; and the Composite is the

Corinthian enriched with the Ionic. To the

Greeks, therefore, and not to the Romans, we

arc indebted for what is great, judicious, and

distinct in architecture.

Of these five orders, the Ionic, Doric, and

Corinthian, as the most ancient, are most es-

teemed by Masons.

An analysis of the human faculties is next given in this

Beetion, in which the five external senses particularly

claim attention.

The senses we are to consider as the gifts of

Nature, and though not the acqmsition of oiu

reasoning faculty, yet, in the use of them, are

Btih subject to reason. Reason, properly em-

ployed, confirms the regulations of Nature, which

are always true and wholesome: she distinguishes
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the good from the bad; rejects the last with

modesty—adheres to the first with reverence.

Tlie objects of human knowledge are innmner-

able ; the channels by which this knowledge ia

conveyed are few. Among these, the perception

of external things by the senses, and the in-

formation we receive from human testimony, are

not the least considerable: the analogy between

them is obvious. In the testimony of Nature,

given by the senses, as well as in human testi-

mony, given by information, things are signified

by signs. In one as well as the other, the mind,

either by original principles or by custom, passes

from the sign to the conception and belief of the

thing signified. The signs in the natural lan-

guage, as well as the signs in our original per-

ceptions, have the same signification in aU cU-

mates and nations, and the skiU of interpreting

them is not acquired, but innate.

Having made these observations, we shall pro-

ceed to give a brief description of the five senses;

HEAEING

Is that sense by which we distinguish sounds,

and are capable of enjoying all the agreeable

charms of music. By it we are enabled to enjoy
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the pleasures of society, and reciprocally to com-

municate to each other our thoughts and inten-

tions—our purposes and desires; and thus our

reason is rendered capable of exerting its utmost

power and energy. The wise and beneficent

Author of Nature intended, by the formation of

this sense, that we should be social creatures,

and receive the greatest and most important part

of our knowledge from social intercourse with

each other. For these purposes we are endowed

with hearing, that, by a proper exertion of our

rational powers, our happiness may be complete.

SEEING

Is that sense by which we distinguish objects,

and in an instai t of time, without change of

place or situation, view armies in battle array,

figures of the most stately structures, and all the

agreeable variety displayed in the landscape of

Nature. By this sense, we find our way on the

pathless ocean, traverse the globe of earth, de-

termine its figure and dimensions, and delineate

any region or quarter of it. By it we measure

the planetary orbs, and make new discoveries in

the sphere of the fixed stars. Nay, raore, by it

we perceive the tempers ard dispositions, the
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passions and affections of our fellow-creatures,

wlien they wisli most to conceal them; so that,

though the tongue may be taught to lie and

dissemble, the countenance will display the

hypocripy to the discerning eye. In fine, the

rays of light which administer to this sense,

are the most astonishing parts of the animated

creation, and render the eye a pecuhar object

of admiration.

Of all the faculties, sight is the noblest. The

structure of the eye, and its appurtenances,

evince the admirable contrivance of Nature for

performing all its various external and internal

motions; while the variety displayed in the eyes

of different animals, suited to their several ways

of life, clearly demonstrate this organ to be th«

master-piece of Nature's works.

FEELING

Is that sense by which we distinguish the differ-

ent qualities of bodies:—such as heat and cold,

hardness and softness, roughness and smoothness,

figure, solidity, motion, and extension.

These three senses, Hearing, Seeing and Feeling,

arc deemed peculiarly essential among Masons.»«**
7
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SMELLING

Is that sease by which we distinguish odors, the

Various kinds of which convey different impres-

sions to the mind. Animal and vegetable bodies,

and indeed most other bodies, while exposed to

the air, continually send forth effluvia of vast

subtilily, as well in a state of Hfe and growth,

as in the state of fermentation and putrefaction.

These effluvia, being drawn into the nostrils

along with the air, are the means by which all

bodies are distinguished. Hence it is evident,

that there is a manifest appearance of design in

the great Creator's having planted the organ of

smell in the inside of that canal through which

the air continually passes in respiration.

TASTING

Enables us to make a proper distinction in the

choice of our food. The organ of this sense

guards the entrance of the alimentary canal, as

that of smelling guards the entrance of the canal

for respiration. Prom the situation of both these

organs, it is plain that they were intended by

Nature to distinguish wholesome food from that

which is nauseous. Every thing that enters into
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the stoiuach must undergo the scrutiny of tast-

ing; and by it we are capable of discerning the

changes which the same body undergoes in the

different compositions of art, cookery, chemis-

try, pharmacy, etc.

Smelling and tasting are inseparably connect-

ed; and it is by the unnatural kind of Ufe men

commonly lead in society, that these senses are

rendered less fit to perform their natural offices.

The proper use of these five senses enables

us to form just and accurate notions of the

operations of Nature; and when we reflect on

the objects with which our senses are gratified,

we become conscious of them, and are enabled

to attend to them till they become familiar &b

jects of thought.

On the mind all our knowledge must depend.

What, therefore, can be a more proper subject

for the investigation of Masons?

To sum up the whole of this transcendent

measure of God's bounty to man, we shall add,

that Memory, Imagination, Taste, Keasoning,

Moral Perception, and all the active powers of

the soul, present a vast and boundless field for

philosophical disquisition, which far exceeds
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human inquiry, and are peculiar mysteries,

known only to Nature and to Nature's God, tc

whom all are indebted for creation, preserva-

tion, and every blessing we enjoy.

Which are Grammar, Khetorio, Logic, Arithmetic, Geometry, Mu-
sic, and Astronomy, are here illustrated. Grammar is the science

which teaches us to express our ideas in appropriate words, which
we may afterward beautify and adorn by means of Bhetoric; while

Logic instructs us how to think and reason with propriety, and to

make language subordinate to thought. Arithmetic, which is the

science of computing by numbers, is absolutely essential, not only

to a thorough knowledge of all mathematical science, but also to

a proper pursuit of our daily avoeations. Geometry, or the appli-

cation of Arithmetic to sensible quantities, is of all sciences the

most important, since by it we are enabled to measure and survey

the globe that we inhabit. Its principles extend to other spheres;

and, occupied in the contemplation and measurement of the sun,

moon, and heavenly bodies, constitute the science of Astronomy;

and, lai.tly, when our minds are filled, and our thoughts enlarged,

by the contemplation of all the wonders which these sciences open

to our view, Music comes forward, to soften oui hearts and cultivate

our affections by its soothing influences.

GRAMMAR

Is the key by which alone the door can be opened

to the understanding of speech. It is Grammar

which reveals the admirable art of language, and

unfolds its various constituent parts—its names,

definitions, and respective offices; it unravels, as

it were, the thread of which the web of speech

Is composed. T^hese reflections seldom occur to
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any one before their acquaintance with the art;

yet it is most certain that, without a knowledge

of Grammar, it is very difficult to speak with

propriety, precision, and purity.

RnETORIC.

It is by Rhetoric that the art of speaking elo-

quently is acquired. To be an eloquent speaker,

in the proper sense of the word, is far from being

either a common or an easy attainment: it is the

art of being persuasive and commanding; the art,

not only of pleasing the fancy, but of speaking

both to the understanding and to the heart.

LOGIC

Is that science which directs us how to form

clear and distinct ideas of things, and thereby

prevents us from being misled by their simili-

tude or resemblance. Of all the human sciences,

that concerning man is certainly most worthy

of the human mind, and the proper manner of

conducting its several powers in the attainment

of truth and knowledge. This science ought to

be cultivated as the foundation or ground-work

of our inquiries; particularly in the pursuit of

those subhme principles which claim oiu' atten*

tion as Masons.
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AEITHMETIO

Is the art of numbering, or that part of the

mathematics which considers the properties of

numbers in general. "We have but a very imper-

fect idea of things without quantity, and as

imperfect of quantity itself, without the help of

Arithmetic. All the works of the Almighty are

made in number, weight, and measure; therefore,

to understand them rightly, we ought to under-

stand arithmetical calculations; and the greater

advancement we make in the mathematical

sciences, the more capable we shall be of con-

sidering such things as are the ordinary objects

of our conceptions, and be thereby led to a more

comprehensive knowledge of our great Creator

and the works of the creation.

GEOMETRY

Treats ofthe powers and properties ofmagnitudes

in general, where length, breadth, and thickness

are considered—from a.point to a line, from a line

to a superfices, and from a superfices to a solid.

A point is the beginning of all geometrical

matter.

A line is a continuation of the same.
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A super/ices is length and breadth, without a

git'eii thickness.

A solid is length and breadth, with a given

Ihickness, whicL forms a cube, and comprehends

the whole.

THE ADVANTAGES OF GEOMETRY.

By this science, the architect is enabled to

construct his plans and execute his designs; the

general, to arrange his soldiers; the engineer, to

mark out grounds for encampments; the geogra-

pher, to give us the dimensions of the world, and

all things therein contahied; to dehneate the

extent of seas, and specify the divisions of em-

pires, kingdoms, and provinces. By it, also, the

astronomer is enabled to make his observations,

and to fix the duration of times and seasons, years

and cycles. In fine. Geometry is the foundation

of architecture, and the root of the mathematics.

The contemplation of this science, in a moral and comprehensive

view, fills the mind with rapture. To the true geometrician, the

regions of matter with which he is surrounded afford ample scope

for his admiration, while they open a sublime field for his inquiry

and disquisition.

Eveiy particle of matter on which he b-eads, every blade of grasf

which covers the field, every flower which blows, and every insect

which wings its way in this expanded space, proves the existence

of a First Cause, and yields pleasure to the intelligent mind.

The Bjinmetry, beauty, and order displayed in the various parti
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of the animate and inanimate creati. n, is a pleasing and delighlfiil

tlieme, and naturally leads to the source whence the -whole is do-

rived. When we bring within the focus of the eye the variegated

oai-pet of the terrestrial theater, and survey the progress of the

vegetative system, our admiration is justly excited. Every plant

which grows, every flowering shrub which breathes its sweets,

affords instruction and delight. When we extend our views to the

animal creation, and contemplate the varied clothing of every spe-

cies, we are equally struck with astonishment. And when we trace

the lines of geometry drawn by the Divine pencil in the beautiful

plumage of the feathered tribe, how exalted is our conception of

the heavenly work ! The admirable structure of plants and animals,

and the infinite number of fibers and vessels which run through the

whole, with the apt disposition of one part to another, is a per-

petual subject of study to the geometrician, who, while he adverts

to the changes which all undergo in their progress to maturity, is

lost in rapture and veneration of the Great Cause which governs

the system.

When he descends into the bowels of the earth, and explores the

kingdom of ores, minerals, and fossils, he finds the same instances

of Divine Wisdom and Goodness displayed in their formation and

structure: every gem and pebble proclaims the handiwork of an

Almighty Creator.

When he surveys the watery elements, and directs his attention

to the wonders of the deep, with all the inhabitants of the mighty

ocean, he perceives emblems of the same supreme intelligence.

The scales of the largest fish, as well as the penciled shell of the

minutest bivalve, equally yield a theme for his contemplation, on

which he fondly dwells, while the symmetry of their formation, and

the delicacy of their tints, evince the wisdom of the Divine Artist.

When he exalts his view to the more noble and elevated ports of

Nature, and surveys the celestial orbs, how much greater is his

astonishment! If, on the principles of geometry and true philoso-

phy, he contemplate the sun, the moon, the stars, and the whole

concave of heaven, his pride wiU be humbled, whUe he is lost in

awful admiration of the Maker. The immense magnitude of those

bodies, the regularity and velocity of their motions, and the incon-

ceivable extent of space through which they move, are equally

wonderful and incomprehensible, so as to baffle his most daring

eonoeptions, while he labors in considering the immensity of th«

theme'
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MUSIC

Is that elevated science which affects the passions

by sound. There are few who have not felt its

charms, and acknowledged its expression to be

intelhgible to the heart. It is a language of

delightful sensations, far more eloquent than

words; it breathes to the ear the clearest intim'i-

tions; it touches and gently agitates the agre J-

able and sublime passions; it wraps us in mela; i-

choly, and elevates us in joy; it dissolves ai d

inflames; it melts us in tenderness, and excitss

us to war. This science is truly congenial to the

nature of man; for by its powerful charms the

most discordant passions may be harmonized,

and brought into perfect unison; but it never

sounds with such seraphic harmony as when

employed in singing hymns of gratitude to the

Creator of the universe.

ASTROXOMT

Is that sublime science which inspires the con-

templative mind to soar aloft, and read the wis-

dom, stiength, and beauty of the great Creator

in the heavens. How nobly eloquent of the

Deity is the celestial hemisphere !—spangled

with the most magnificent heralds of his infinite
7*
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glory! They speak to the whole universe; foi

there is no speech so barbarous, but their lan-

guage is understood; nor nation so distant, but

(heir voices are heard among them.

The heavens proclaim the glory of God;

The firmament declareth the works of his hands.

Assisted by Astronomy we ascertain the laws

which govern the heavenly bodies, and by which

their motions are directed; investigate the power

by which they circulate in their orbs, discovei

their size, determine their distance, explain theii

various phenomena, and correct the Mlacy of

the senses by the light of truth.

An Emblem of PLENTY is introduced and explained.

What does it denote?

Plenty.

How represented 1

By a sheaf of corn suspended near a water-ford, which teache«

us that while we have bread to eat, and pure running water ta

drink, we have enough of all that nature requires.

By whom was this « * * * instituted ?

By Jephthah, a Jud^e of Israel, in a war with the Ephraimites.

The Ephraimites had long been a stubborn and rebellious people,

whom Jephthah had often sought to subdue by mild and lenient

measures, but without effect. They being highly incensed at

Jephthah for not being called to fight and share in the rich spoils

of the Amonitish war, gathered together a mighty army, crossed

the river Jordan, and prepared to give Jephthah battle ; but he

being apprised of their approach, called together the men of

Israel went out, gave them battle, and put them to flight. Tc

uake his victory more complete, he stationed guards at the dif>
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ferent passes on the banks of the river, and said anto them :
" If

yon see any strangers pass this way, say unto them, » » * *."

The Ephraimites, being of a different tribe, could not frame t«

pronounce * * * *, and there fell that day on the field of bat-

tle, and at the different passes on the banks of the river, forty

and two thousand ; after which Jephthah ruled quietly in Israel

until the time of his death, which was six years.

CORN. •WINK. OIIi.

» • » « *

THE MORAL ADVANTAGES OF GEOMETRY.

Geometry, the first and noblest of sciences, is

the basis on which the superstructure of Free-

masonry is erected. By Geometry, we may curi-

ously trace Nature through her various windings,

to her most concealed recesses. By it, we dis-

cover the power, wisdom, and goodness of the

Grand Artificer of the universe, and view with

delight the proportions which connect this vast

machine. By it, we discover how the planets

move in their respective orbits, and demonstrate

their various revolutions. By it, we account for

the return of the seasons, and the variety of

scenes which each season displays to the discern-

ing eye. Numberless worlds are around us, all

framed by the same Divine Artist, which roll

through the vast expanse, and are all conducted

by the same unerring law of nature.

A survey of nature, and the ohservation of hei
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beautiful proportions, first determined man to

imitate tlie divine plan, and study symmetry and

order. This gave rise to societies, and birth to

every useful art. The architect began to design;

and the plans which he laid down, being improved

by time and experience, have produced works

which are the admiration of every age.

The lapse of time, the ruthless hand of igno-

rance, and the devastations of war, have laid

waste and destroyed many valuable monuments

of antiquity, on which the utmost exertions of

human genius have been employed. Even thp

Temple of Solomon, so spacious and magnificent,

and constructed by so many celebrated artists,

escaped not the unsparing ravages of barbarous

force. Freemasonry, notwithstanding, has still

survived. The Attentive JEar receives the sound

from the Instnictwe Tongue, and the mysteries of

Masonry are safely lodged in the repository of

Faithful Breasts. Tools and implements of archi-

tecture, and symbolic emblems, most expressive,

are selected by the Fraternity, to imprint on the

mind wise and serious truths; and thus, through

a succession of ages, are transmitted unimpaired

the most sxceUent tenets of our institution.
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m
The lectnre doses by paying profound homage to tht

Baered name of the Grand Geometrician of the TJniTerse,

before whom all Masons, from the youngest B. A., who

stands in the north-east corner of the Lodge, to the W. M.,

who presides in the East, humbly, reverently, and devoutly

bow.

OHAEQE TO THE CANDIDATE.

Brother: Being advanced to the second de-

gree of Freemasonry, we congratulate you on

your preferment. The internal, and not the ex-

ternal qualifications of a man are what Masonry

regards. As you increase in knowledge, you

will improve in social intercourse.

It is unnecessary to recapitulate the duties

which, as a Fellow-Craft, you are bound to dis-

charge, or to enlarge on the necessity of a strict

adherence to them, as your own experience must

have established their value. Our laws and

regulations you are strenuously to support; and

be always ready to assist in seeing them duly

executed. You are not to palHate or aggravate

the offences of your brethren; but in the decision
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of every trespass against our rules, you are to

judge with candor, admonish with friendship,

and reprehend with justice.

The study of the Liberal Arts, that valuable

branch of education, which tends so efifectually

to polish and adorn the mind, is earnestly recom-

mended to your consideration; especially the

science of Geometry, which is established as the

basis of our art. Geometry, or Masonry, origui-

ally synonymous terms, being of a divine and

moral nature, is enriched with the most useful

knowledge; while it proves the wonderful prop-

erties of Nature, it demonstrates the more im-

portant truths of morality.

Your past behavior and regular deportment

have merited the honor which we have now con-

ferred, and in your new character, it is expected

that you will conform to the principles of the

Order, by steadily persevering in the practice of

every commendable virtue. Such is the nature

of your engagements as a Fellow-Craft, and to

these duties you arc bound by the most sacred

lies.



LECTUEE
ON THE

LEGEND OF THE WL\DING STAIRS.

ET ALBERT G. MACKET, M. D.

AxTHouGH the legend of the "Winding Stairs forms at

impoi-tant tradition of Ancient Craft Masonry, the onh
allusion to it in scripture is to be found in a single verse

in the 6th chapter of the 1st Book of Kings, and is in

these words: "The door for the middle chamber was in

the right side of the house; and they went up with

winding stairs into the middle chamber, and out of the

middle into the third." Out of this slender material

has been constructed an allegory, which, if properly

considered in its symbolical relations, wLU be found to

be of surpassing beauty. But it is only as a sj-mbol

that we can regard this whole tradition; for the his-

torical facts and the architectural details alike forbid u.s

for a moment to suppose that the legend, as it is re-

hearsed in the second degree of Masonry, is anything

mure than a magnificent philosophical myth.

Let us inquire into the true design of this legend,

and learn the lesson of symbolism which it is intended

to toach.

In the investigation of the true meaning of every

Masonic symbol and allegory, we must be governed by

the single principle that the whole design of Freenia-

soiiry as a speculative science is the investigation of

DivixE Teut h. To this great object everything is sub-

sidiary. The Mason is, from the moment of his initia-

tion as an Entered Apprentice to the time at which he

receives the full fi-uition of Masonic light, an investiga-
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tor—a laborer in the quarry and tlie Temple—whosa

reward is to be Tbuth. All the ceremonies and tradi-

tions of the Order tend to this ultimate design. Is

there light to be asked for ? It is the intellectual light

of wisdom and truth Is there a word to be sought?

That word is the symbol of truth. Is there a loss oi

eomethtag that had been promised ? That loss is typical

of the failure of man, in the infirmity of his nature, to

discover Divine truth. Is there a substitute to be ap-

pointed for that loss ? It is an allegory which teaches

us that in this world man can approximate only to the

full conception of truth.

Hence there is in Speculative Masonry always a pro-

gress, symbolized by its peculiar ceremonies of initiation.

There is an advancement from a lower to a higher

state—from darkness to light—from death to Ufe

—

from error to truth. The candidate is always ascend-

ing; he is never stationary; never goes back, but each

step he takes brings him to some new mental illumina-

tion—to the knowledge ot some more elevated doctrine.

The teaching of the Divine Master is, in respect to this

continual progress, the teaching of Masonry—"No man
having put his hand to the plough, and looking back,

is fit for the kingdom of heaven." And similar to this

is the precept of Pythagoias: "When traveling, turn

not back, for if you do, the furies will accompany you."

Now, this principle of Maaonic symbolism is apparent

in many places in each of tho degrees. In that of the En-

tered Apprentice we find it developed in the theological

ladder, which resting on earth, Jeans its top upon heaven,

thus inculcating the idea of an ascent from a lower to

a higher sphere, as the objects ot Msisonic laboi. In the

Master's degree we find it exhibited in Its most roUgioua

form, in the restoration from dedlh to Ufe—in ths



LEGEND OF THE WINDING 8TAIES. 161

change from the obscurity of the grave to the holy ol

holies of the Divine Presence. In aU the degrees we
find it presented in the ceremony of circumambulation, in

which there is a gi-adnal examination by, and a passage

from, an inferior to a superior ofBcer. And lastly, the

same symbolic idea is conveyed in the Fellow Craft's

degTeo in the legend of the Winding Stairs. In an

investigation of the symbolism of the Winding Stairs

we will be directed to the true explanation by a refer-

ence to their origin, their number, the objects which

they recall, and their termination, but above all by a

consideration of the great object which an ascent upon

them was intended to accomplish.

The steps of this Winding Staircase commenced, we
are informed, at the porch of the Temple, that is to

say, at its very entrance. But nothing is more un-

doubted in the science of Masonic symboKsm than that

the Temple was the riepresentative of the world purified

by the Shekinah, or the Divine Presence. The world

of the profane is without the Temple; the world of the

initiated is within its sacred walls. Hence to enter the

Temple, to pass within the porch, to be made a Mason,

and to be born into the world of Masonic light, are all

synonymous and convertible terms. Here, then, the

symbolism of the Winding Stairs begins.

The Apprentice, having entered within the porch oi

the Temple, has begun his Masonic life. But the first

degree in Masonry, like the lesser mysteries of the

ancient systems of initiation, is only a preparation and

purification for something higher. The Entered Ap
prentice is the child in Masonry. The lessons which

he receives are simply intended to cleanse the heart

and prepai'e the recipient for that mental UluminatioD

which is to be given in the succeeding degrees.
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As a Fellow Craft, he has advanced another step, and

as the degree is emblematic of youth, so it is here that

the intellectual education of the candidate begins,

A-nd therefore, here, at the very spot which, separates

the Porch from the Sanctuary, where childhood enda

and manhood begins, he finds stretching out before him

a winding stair which invites him, as it were, to ascend,

and which, as the symbol of discipline and instruction,

teaches him that here must commence his Masonic

labor—here he must enter upon those glorious though

difficult researches, the end of which is to be the pos-

session of Divine truth. The Winding Stairs begin

>ifter the candidate has passed within the Porch, and

between the Pillars of Strength and Establishment, as

a significant symbol to teach him that as soon as he had

passed beyond the years of irrational childhood, and

commenced his entrance upon manly life, the labo-

rious task of self-improvement is the first duty that is

placed before him. He cannot stand still, if he would

be worthy of his vocation; his destiny as an immortal

being requires him to ascend, step by step, until he has

reached the summit, where the treasures of knowledge

await him.

The number of these steps in all the systems have

been odd. ViTHTJvrns remarks, and the coincidence is

at least curious, that the ancient temples were always

ascer ded by an odd number of steps, and he assigns aa

the reason, that commencing with the right foot at the

bottom, the worshiper would find the same foot fore-

most when he entered the Temple, which was consid-

ered as a fortunate omen. But the fact is that the

symbol of numbers was borrowed by the Masons from

Ptteagoeas, in whose system of philosophy it plays an

important part, and in which odd numbers were cop
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sidered as more perfect than even ones. Hence,
throughout the Masonic system we find a predomi-

nance of odd numbers; and, while three, five, seven,

nine, fifteen, and twenty-seven, are all important sym-
bols, we seldom find a reference to two, four, six, eight,

or ten. The odd number of the stairs was therefore

intended to symbolize the idea of perfection, to which
it was the object of the aspirant to attain.

As to the particular number of the stairs, this has varied

at difterent periods. Tracing-boards of the lust centm-y

have been found, in which only^ue steps are delineated,

and others in which they amount to seven. The Pres-

tonian lectures used in England, in the beginning oi

this century, gave the whole number as thirty-eight,

dividing them into series of one, three, five, seven, nine,

and eleven. The error of making an even number,

which was a violation of the Pythagorean principle oi

odd numbers as the symbol of perfection, was corrected

in the HEMiriNa lectures, adopted at the union of the

two Grand Lodges of England, by striking out the

eleven, which was also objectionable as receiving a sec-

tarian explanation. In this country the number was

still further reduced to fifteen, divided into three series

of three, five, and seven. We shall adopt this American

division as the basis of our explanations, although,

after all, the particular number of the steps, or the pecu-

liar method of their division into series, will not in auj

vay affect the general symbolism of the whole legend.

The candidate, then, in the second degree of Masonry,

represents a man starting forth on the journey of life,

with the great task before him of self-improvement.

For the faithful performance of this task, a rewai'd is

promised, which reward consists in the development of

all lis intellectual faculties, the moral and spiritt^a]
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elevation of his character, and the acqtusition of trutt

and knowledge. Now, the attainment of this moral and

intellectual condition supposes an ele-vation of charac-

ter, an ascent from a lower to a higher life, and a

passage of toil and difficulty, through rudimentary

instruction, to the full fruition of wisdom. This is,

therefore, beautifully symbolized by the Winding Stairs;

at whose foot the aspirant stands ready to climb the

toilsome steep, while at its top is placed " that hiero-

glyphic bright which none but Craftsmen ever saw," as

the emblem of Divine truth. And, hence, a distin-

guished writer has said that "these steps, like all the

Masonic symbols, are illustrative of discipline and

doctrine, as well as of natural, mathematical, and meta-

physical science, and open to us an extensive range ol

moral and speculative inquiry."

The candidate, iacited by the love of virtue and the

desire of knowledge, and withal, eager for the reward of

truth which is set before him, begins at once the toil-

some ascent. At each division, he pauses to gather

instruction from the symbolism which these divisions

present to his attention.

At the first pause which he makes he is instructed ia

the peculiar organization of the Order of which he has

become a disciple. But the information here given, if

taken in its naked, Uteral sense, is barren and unworthy

of his labor. The rank of the officers who govern, and

the names of the degrees which constitute the institu-

tion, can give him no knowledge which he has not

before possessed. "We must look, therefore, to th6

symbolic meaning of these allusions for any value which

piay be attached to this part of the ceremony.

The reference to the organization of the Masonic

instituticn is intended to remind the aspirant of tba
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onion of men in society, and the development of the

social state out of the state of nature. He is thus

reminded, in the Tery outset of his journey, of the

blessings which arise from civilization, and of the fruits

of virtue and knowledge which are derived from that

aondition. Masonry itself is the result of civilization;

while in grateful return it has been one of the most im

portant means of extending that condition ol mankind.

All the monuments of antiquity, that the ravages ol

time have left, combine to prove that man had no

sooner emerged from the savage into the social state

than he commenced the organization of religious mys

teries, and the separation, by a sort of divine instinct,

of the sacred from the profane. Then came the inven-

tion of architecture as a means of providing convenient

dwellings and necessary shelter from the inclemencies

and vicissitudes of the seasons, with all the mechanical

arts connected with it, and lastly, geometry, as a neces-

sary science to enable the cultivators of land to measure

and designate the limits of their possessions. AU these

are claimed as peculiar characteristics of speculative

Masonry, which may be considered as the type ol

civilization, the former bearing the same relation to the

profane world as the latter does to the savage state.

Hence, we at once see the fitness of the symbolism

which commences the aspirant's upward progress in

the cultivation of knowledge and the search after trntli,

by recalling to his mind the condition of civilization

and the social union of mankind as necessary prepara-

tions for the attainment of these objects. In the allu-

sions to the officers of a Loilge, and the degrees ol

Masonry as explanatory of the organization of our own

society, we clothe in our symbolic language the historj

of the organization of society.
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Advancing in his progress, the candidate is invited to

contemplate another series of instructions. The htiman

senses, as the appropriate channels through which wa
receive all our ideas of perception, and which, there-

fore, constitute the most important sources of our

knowledge, are here referred to as a symbol of intel-

lectual cultivation. Architecture, as the most impor-

tant of the arts which conduce to the comfort of man-
kind, is also alluded to here, not simply because it is so

closely connected with the operative institution oi

Masonrj', but also, as the type of all the other useful

arts. In his second pause, in the ascent of the Winding

Stairs, the aspirant is, therefore, remiaded of the neces-

sity of cultivating practical knowledge.

So far, then, the instructions he has received relate

to his own condition in society as a member of the

great social compact and to his means of becoming, by

a knowledge of the arts of practical life, a necessai-y and

useful member of that society.

But his motto will be " Excelsior." Still must he go

onward and forward. The stair is still before him; its

summit is not yet reached, and stUl further treasures oi

wisdom are to be sought for, or the reward wUl not be

gained, nor the middle chamber, the abiding place of

truth, be reached.

In his third pause, be, therefore, arrives at that point

in which the whole circle of human science is to be

exi^lained. Symbols, we know, are in themselves

ftrbitrary and of conventional signification, and the

complete circle of human science might have been aa

w(!l] symbolized by any other sign or series of doctrines

as by the seven liberal arts and sciences. But Masonry

is an institution of the olden time; and this selection

of the liberal arts and sciences as a symbol of the com
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pletion of human learning is one of the most pregnant

evidences that we have of its antiquity.

In the seventh centurj-, and for a long time aftenvard,

the circle of instiiiction to which all the learning of the

most eminent schools and most distinguished philos-

ophers was confined, was limited to what was then

called the liberal arts and sciences, and consisted oJ

two branches, the trivium and the quadrivium.* The tri-

vium includes grammar, rhetoric, and logic; the quadri-

vium comprehended arithmetic, geometiy, music, and

astronomy.

These seven heads were supposed to include univer-

sal knowledge. He who was master of these was

thought to have no need of a preceptor to explain any

books or to solve any questions M'hich lay within the

compass of human reason; the knowledge of the Irivutm

having furnished him with the key to all language, and

that of the quadrivium having opened to him the secret

laws of nature.

At a period when few were instructed in the trivium,

and very few studied the quadrivium, to be master oi

both was sufficient to complete the character of a

philosopher. The propriety, therefore, of adopting

the seven liberal arts and scie^nces as a symbol of the

completion of human learning is apparent. The can-

didate having reached this point is now supposed to

have accomplished the task upon which he had entered

• The worils themselves me purely clnssical, bnt the meanings

bore given to them are of a iiKiliiuvnl or oornipt LatiuUv- Among

the oiil Komaus, a trivium meant a place -where three ways root, nud

a qiutdrivium, where fonr, or what we now call a cross-ro.'vl, 'Wheii

we speak of tho paths of learning, wo readily discover the orn-in of

the signilloation given by the scholasUo philosopheii to Cies*

terms.
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—he lias reached the last step, and is now ready to

receive the full fruition of human learning.

So far, then, we are able to comprehend the tme
symbolism of the Winding Stairs. They represent the

progress of an inquiring mind with the toils and labors

of intellectual cultivation and study, and the prepara-

tory acquisition of all human science, as a preliminary

step to the attainment of divine truth, which it must be

remembered is always symbolized in Masonry by the

Word.

Here we may again allude to the symbolism of num-

bers, which is for the first time presented to the con-

sideration of the Masonic student in the legend of the

Winding Stairs. The theory of numbers as the

symbols of certain qualities was originally borrowed

by the Masons from the school of Pythagoras. We
do not expect, however, to develop this doctrine,

in its entire extent, on the present occasion, for the

numeral symbolism of Masonry would itself con-

stitute materials for an ample essay. It will be suf-

ficient to advert to the fact that the total number of

the steps, amounting in all to fifteen, in the American

system, is a significant symbol. For fifteen was a sacred

number among the Orientals, because the letters of the

holy name JAH, jii, were, in their numerical value,

equivalent to fifteen; and hence a figure, in which the

nine digits were so disposed as to make fifteen either way

way when added together perpendicularly, horizontally

or diagonally, constituted one of their most sacred

talismans. The fifteen steps in the Winding Stairs are

therefore symbolic of the name of God.

And so we close with this theory: The Fellow Grafl

epresents a man laboring in the pursuit of truth; and the

Winding Staifs are '^he devious pathways of that pursuit.
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MASTEE MASON.



"In the ceremonial of the Third Degree the last grand mysierj

Is attempted to be illustrated in a forcible and peculiar manner

showing, by striking analogy, that the Master Mason cannot be

deemed perfect in the glorious science until by the cultivation

of his intellectual powers he has gained such moral government

of his passions, such serenity of mind, that in synonymous

apposition with mastership. iilJ operative .. art his thoughts, like

his actions, have become as useful as human intelligence will

pei-mit ; and that, having passed through the trials of life with

fortitude and faith, he is -fitted- for that grand, solemn, and

mysterious consummation by which alone ho can become

acquainted "^ith the great security of Eternity. Unlike the

Entered Apprentice and Fellow-Craft, who each anticipate

improvement as they advance, the Master Mason can learn

nothing beyond the Third Degi-ee; his hopes, therefore, with

his thoughts and wishes, should be directed to the Grand Lodge

above, where the world's great Ai-chitect lives and reigns forever.

The ceremonial and the lecture beautifully illustrate this all-

engrossing subject, and the conclusion we arrive at is that youth

properly directed leads us to honorable and virtuous maturity,

and that the life of man regulated by morality, faith and justice,

will be rewarded at its closing hour by the prospect of Eternal

Bliss. '—Du. Cbucetcl
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DEGREE OF MASTER MASON.

fpbolism 0f i\t grgm.

We have seen the type of man complete in moral worth

and intellectual culture—not left to acquire knowledpfe, but

first prepared to use that knowledge well, wkn it shall have

been obtained. What more is left? Communion with our

Maker. The mere knowledge of the Deity, as given us here-

tofore, is that of an august Creator, whom we are to rever-

encc, and in whom alone we are to place our trust. But wc
have not yet seen him walking upon the earth, and holding

0])en communion with the sons of men. Man has not yet

been ennobled by personal coutiiet with the All-lloly.

Let us imiigiiie a couecjition peifectly in accordance with

the ideas and opinions of our early brethren. "Who has at

any time seen God, and lived?" "Adam, our first progeni-

tor." " But only in the days of his innocence. Since the day

when all mankind was corrupted by his fall, no living man
has looked upon the face of the Almighty."

Now, what would be the natural opinion of our ancient

brethren as to the means of securing God's actual presence?

We know that, for a thousand years, men labored to find the

true name of Jfhovah, which they believed would be a talis-

man, giving them power over all the secrets of the Universe.

Union, of the most unselfish nature, formed the grand char-

acteristic of our Fraternity. Ambition, desire for fame^

every passion which appeals to the self-love of man—waa
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merged in thfe perfect union engendered by an adherence to

the tenets of the Order to such a degree, that the namea

even of onr great architects have not come down to us,

though their works still stand, to attest their excellence.

All was the work of brethren, and each was allowed his

share of the glory.

Now, with this perfect union, and with the knowledge thai

the belief existed that it was through the weakness of man

only that he could not endure the presence of his Creator,

what so natural as to suppose that if three brethren be found

as types respectively of moral, intellectual, and physical per-

fection, and they be joined together in holy fellowship which

should make their very souls as one, they might, in mystic

union, call upon the great and sacred name of the Deity, and

receive an answer to their prayer ? That this idea did prevail,

we have sufficient proof; and it is to this, rather than to any

more utilitarian views, that we are to look for the rule which,

in a purely speculative institution, so sternly demands phys

ical, as well as moral and intellectual integrity.

We know that the wise and good of the days of Solomon

regarded his idolatry as an evidence that the countenance of

the All-Holy had been darkened to him; that he no longer

held the interviews with the Only-Wise God, through which

they deemed that his superhuman wisdom came. And indeed

it would seem to them a thing monstrous and wholly unnat-

ural, that the being whose intellect had been illumined from

above, and to whom Jehovah had promised wisdom beyond

that of men, should grovel in adoration before false gods,

did they not also believe that it was only through direct and

constant communion with the Almighty that this wisdom

could continue; and now that he no longer sought that pres-

ence, he was given over to the blind guidance of his passions

This degree is a type of the communion of man with God

Long before the incarnation of that great Being, was the
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bope entertained of seeing him witli mortal eyes, and no ex-

ertions were deemed too great to insure that consummation.

With us, these ideas are but a type; ibr we Lave that reali-

sation so longed for by the brethren of old. A.nd yet, as a

type, how interesting it is to look back upon their stnigglea

to look forward into what is now bright and clear!

The practical lessons to be found in the full exposition of

the ceremonies of this degree, require ns to be complete in

our duty to our neighbor, before we can venture to direct

him. Step by step, mounting from the lowest to the highest,

we must prove to ourselves that we would serve him—pray

for him—sympathize with his inmost feelings, and sustain him

from falling, before we can venture to counsel him, even to

his good—far less, dictate to him.

We now find man complete in morality and intelligence,

with the stay of religion added, to insure hira of the protec-

tion of the Deity, and guard him against ever going astray.

These three degrees thus form a perfect and harmonious

whole; nor can we conceive that any thing can be suggested

more, which the soul of man requires.

THIRD LECTURE.

Freemasonry, in every degree, as before remarked, is pro-

gressive. A knowledge of it can only be attained by time,

patience, and application. In the first degree, we are taught

the duties we owe to God, our neighbor, and ourselves. In

the second, we are more thoroughly inducted into the myste-

ries of moral science, and learn to trace the goodness and

majesty of the Creator, by minutely analyzing his works.

But the third degree is the cement of the whole. It is cal-

culated to bind men together by mystic points of fellowship,

as iu a bond of fraternal affection and brotherly love. It ia
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among brethren of this degree that the ancient Landmarks

of the Order are preserved, and it is from tliera that we derive

that fund of information which none but ingenious and expert

Masons can supply.

It is also from brethren of this degree that the rulers of

the Craft are selected ; because it is only from those who are

capable of giving instruction that we can reasonably expect

to receive it.

SECTION I.

The first section in this, as in the two preceding degrees,

K initiatory; and a knowledge of it is indispensable to every

brother who would malce himself useful in the ceremonial

transactions of a Lodge

The Compasses are peculiarly consecrated to this degree,

because within their extreme points, when properly extended,

are emblematically said to be inclosed the principal tenets of

our profession; and hence the moral application of the Com-

passes, in the third degree, is to those precious jewels of a

Master Mason—Friendship, Morality, and Brotherly Love.

The followicg passage of Scripture is introduced during the

ceremonies:

Remember now thy Creator in the days of

thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor
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the years draw nigh, when thou shalt nay, 1

have no pleasure in them; while the sun, or the

light, or the moon, or the stars, be not dark-

ened, nor the clouds return after the rain; in

the day when the keepers of the house shall

tremble, and the strong men shall bow them-

selves, and the grinders cease, because they

are few, and those that look out of the windows

be darkened, and the doors shall be shut in the

streets when the sound of the grinding is low,

and he shall rise up at the voice of the bird, and

all the daughters of Music shall be brought low;

also, when they shall be afraid of that which is

high, and fears shall be in the way, and the

almond-tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper

shall be a burden, and desire shall fail; because

man goeth to his long home, and the mourners

go about the streets: or ever the silver cord be

loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or the

pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel

broken at the cistern. Then shall the dust re-

turn to the earth as it was; and the spirit shall

return unto God who gave it.-

—

Eccl. xii. 1-7.

The passage of Scripture here selected is a beautiful and aflfecting

descriiition of the body of man suffering under the infirmities of old

age and metaphorically compared to a worn-out house about to fall
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into decay. How appropriate is such an introduction to the anblimc

and awful ceremonies of that degree, in which death, the resTureo-

tion, and life eternal are the lessons to be taught by all its symbota

and allegories!

—

Maoket's Manual of the Lodge.

Or the following Ode may be sung:

AiE

—

Bonny Doon.
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mm^
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dark, or clouds return in gloom ; Ere vi- tal spark no

ipz^ffi
iCz=±:

incite;When strength shall bow and years consume.
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Let us in youth remember IIim 1

Who formed our frame, and spirits gave,

Ere windows of the mind grow dim

Or door of speech obstructed wave;

When voice of bird fresh terrors wake,

And Music's daughters charm no more,

Or fear to rise, with trembling shake

Along the path we travel o'er.

In youth, to God let memory cling.

Before desire shall fail or wane,

Or ere be loosed life's silver string.

Or bowl at fountain rent in twain;

For man to his long home doth go,

And mourners group around his nrn;

Our dust, to dust again mast flow,

And spirits unto G on return.
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All the implements in Masonry, indiscriminately, properlj

belong to this degree, and may be illustrated in this section

The TiiowEL, however, is more particularly referred to.

THE TROWEL

Is an instrument made use of by operative

Masons to spread tlie cement wtich unites the

several parts of a building into one common

mass ; but we, as Free and Accepted Masons,

are taught to make use of it for the more noblo

and glorious purpose of spreading the cement

of brotherly love and affection ; that cement

which unites us into one sacred band, or society

of friends and brothers, among whom no con-

tention should ever exist, but that noble con-

tention, or rather emulation, of who best can

work and best agree.

The three precious jewels of a Master Mason

—

Friendship,

Morality, and Brotherly Lote.

SECTION II.

This section recites the historical traditions of the Order,

and presents to view a picture of great moral sublimity. It

recites the legend of which the symbolic interpretation testi-

Qes our faith in the resnriection of the body and the immor-

tality of the soul; while it also exemplifies an instance of

integrity and firmness seldom equaled and never excelled, and

is in strong contrast witli the development of those passions

(rhlch debase and ruin all who indulge in them.
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Tnii ceremonial of the Degree of Master Mason is tmquesliouablj

the most important, impressive, and instructive portion cf the

Eitual of Ancient Freemasomy. It transcends all others in the

profoundness of its philosophy, in the wide range of idea? it aims

to elucidate, and the dramatic interest with which it is invested.

Wrong interpretations, however, assuming what is evidently a phi-

losophical and ethical Mythus, to be the description of a literal

fact, have, in a certain degree, weakened the effects which it is

capable, otherwise, of producing.

That portion of the Eite which is connected with the legend of

the Tyrian Artist, is well worthy the deep and earnest study of

thoughtful men. But it should be studied as a myth, ana not as a

fact; and, if thus accepted, it will be found exceedingly rich in

instructive lessons, and lessons, too, which admit of an immense

variety of applications ; whereas, if it be regarded simply as a

ceremony commemorative of historical occurrences, it has no phi-

losophical importance nor significance whatever.

Against the notion that it is the representation of a scene that

actually occurred in the Temple, it may well be urged that, outside

of Masonic tradition, there is no proof that an event, such as is

related in connection with the Temple-Builder, ever transpired; and,

besides, the ceremony is older, by more than a thousand years, than

the age of Solomon. There are characters impressed upon it which

cannot be mistaken. It is thoroughly Egyptian, and is closely allied

to ths supreme rite of the Isianic mysteries.

OsrKis, Isis, and Typhon are the three principal figures in the

ancient Egyptian mythology. Typhon—i. e., Evil—made war upon

Osmis—i. 0., Beauty, Goodness, and Truth. A fierce conflict long

raged between these spiritual forces, of which all the combats, an-

tagonisms, and disorders of the outwai-d, visible world, were only

far-distant echoes, or feeble reverberations. Ttphon {EvU), for a

period, appeai'ed to triumph. "With his wiles and arts, he overcame

Osiitia
( Truth), dismembered his body, and concealed the fragments

in the several quarters of the earth. Then the whole univei-se was

shrouded in gloom, and resounded with lamentations and monmii g
over the fall of the Beautiful and Good! Isis set forth, on her

woful pilgrimage, to find the remains of the beloved Osrais. After

many disappointments and trials, her efifortf were crowned with

gucceaii. The great day of triumph came. Typhon (FuU) was
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destroyed by Hoetts; the tomli of Osikis opened, and he—Order

TnU'i, Justice—came fortli, viotorioiis, in the possession of immortal

life, and harmony, peace, and joy prevailed through the uniyerse.

Tlie Egyptian rite was a dramatic representation of these events,

end its purpose is sufficiently obvious. It pictured, in on impress-

ive and solemn manner, the mighty and unceasing conflict of THiih

with Error, Light with Darlcness, Beaviy with Deformity, Virlui

with Vice, and Life with Death; and the final eei-tain triumph of

the former, and the sure defeat and destxTiction of the latter.

This myth is the antetype of the Temple-legend. Osinis and
the Tyrian Architect are one and the same—not a mortal individual,

but an idea—an immobtal pbinciple ! In Egj"ptian Freemasonry,

OsiEis was the type of Beauty, Goodness, Order, and Truth, So,

in the Temple-myth, the Tyrian is the symbol of Beauty and Order,

and of that Creative Art which is ever ready to seize the Ideal, and
incarnate it in material forms—that divine art which robes the

physical world in immortal splendors—embellishes and beautifies

life—idealizes all Nature, transforming dull and prosy reality to a

sunny, flowery dream;

"Clofhing the palpable and the familiar

With golden exhalations of the dawn."

Typhon was slain, and the iniquitous triad of the Temple met a

deserved doom. The Master's rite, from this point of view, has a

wider scope and deeper significance, than if recognized as merely

the record of an historical fact. In the one case, it simply tells us

that a good man fell in the discharge of his duty, and that his foes

were punished. In the other, it embraces all the possible condi-

tions of Humanity, ranges through all worlds, reveals the Law of

Eternal Justice, announces the omnipotence of Truth, and proclaims

the immortality of raan.

In this sense, the myth of the Tyrian is pei-petually repeated in

the history of human affairs. Obpheus was murdered, and hih

body thrown into the Hebrus; Soobates was made to driulc the

hemlock; and, in all ages, we have seen Evil temporarily triumph-

ant, and Virtue and Truth calumniated, persecuted, crucified, and

slain. But Eternal Justice marches surely and swiftly through the

world: the Ttphons, the children of darkness, the plotters of crime,

oil the infinitely varied forms of evil, are swept into obhviou; and

Truth and Virtue—for a time laid low—come forth, clothed with

diviner majesty, and crowned with everlasting glory I
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''Tkitth, cmahed to earth, will rise ag^n;
The eternal years of God are hers:

While Zhbor, wounded, writhes in pain.

And dies amid her worslilpers."

THE TWELVE MESSENGEE8.
In the old pMloaophies, the Lumber 1 2 always concealed s

mystical sense, and was considered a symbol of divine ideas. Bat

here the twelve F. C. represent the companions of Isis, who assisted

her in her long and wearisome search after the body of the slain

OsiBis.

THE ACACIA-TREE.
The "sprig of acacia" has, in the Masonic system, a solemn

importance. It is a handsome tree, noted for its remarkably grace-

fol and flexible leaves, of yellowish green, which droop down, and

.Tave in the breeze, like luxuriant locks of hair. It held a sacred

place in the ancient initiations, and, like the weeping-willow, was

the symbol of tender sympathy and undying affection. An emblem,

too, of immortality, it was most fittingly employed to mark the last

Vesting-place of the distinguished dead.

THE LETTER Q.

This letter is deservedly regarded as one of the most sacred of thn

Masonic emblems. Where it is used, however, as a symbol of Deity,

It must be remembered that it is the Saxon representative of the

Hebrew Tod 'ind the Greek Tau—the initial let*«rs of the Eteru'J

in those languages.

This symbol proves that Freemasonry always prosecuted its labors

with reference to the grand ideas of Infinity and Eternity. By the

Intter a—which conveyed to the minds of the brethren, at the same

time, the idea of God and that of Geometry—it boupd heaven to

earth, the divine to the human, and the infinite to the finite.

Masons are taught to regaid the Universe as the grmdest of all

symbols, revealing to men, in aU ages, the ideas which are eternally

revolving in the mind of the Divinity, and which it L' their duty to

reproduce in their own lives and in the world of art <uid industry.

Thus God and Geometry, the material worlds and the spiritual

(jpheres, were constantly united in the speculations "f lie ancient

Masons. Thoy, consequently, labored earnestly and nnweariedly.

not oul; to c instruct cities, and embellish them wiPi magnificent
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edifices, Lut also to build np a temple of great and divine thonglili

and of e eer-growing virtues for tlie soul to dwell in.

The symbolical letter G

—

• • * "That Hieroglyphic bright.

Which none but Craftsmen ever saw,"

and before which every true Mason reverently uncovers, and oowa

his head—is a perpetual condemnation of profanity, impiety, and

vice. No brother who has bowed before that emblem, can be pro-

fane. He ^dE never speak the name of the Grand Muster of the

Universe but «'ith reverence, respect, and love. He will learn, by
studying the mystic meaning of the letter G, to model his hfe after

the divine plan; and, thus instructed, he will strive to be like God
ia the activity and earnestness of his benevolence, and the broad-

ness and efficiency of his charity.*****»
FUNEKAL DIRGE.

Music—Pleyd's Hymn.

i d^ d=
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Mortals, now inclmge a tear,

For Mortality is here 1

See how wide her trophies wave
O'er the slumbers of the gravel

Here another guest we bring;

Seraphs of celestial wing,

To our fuu'ral altar come,

"Waft our friend and brother home.

There, enlarged, thy soul shall see

What was vailed in mystery;

Heavenly glories of the place

Show his Maker, face to face.

Lord of all ! below—above

—

Fill our hearts with truth and love;

When dissolves our earthly tie.

Take us to thy Lodge on high.

Prayer at raising a brother to Master Mason's degree:

Thou, God ! knowest our down-sitting and

our up-rising, and understandeth our thoughts

afar off. Shield and defend us from the evil

intentions of our enemies, and support us under

the trials and afflictions we are destined to en-

dure, while traveling through this vale of tears.

Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and

full of trouble. He cometh forth like a flower,

and is cut down ; he fleeth also as a shadow, and

continueth not. Seeing his days are determined,

the number of his months are with thee ; thou

hast appointed his bounds that he cannot pass;
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turn from him that he may rest, till he shall

accomplish his day. For there is hope of a tree,

if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, and

that the tender branch thereof will not cease

But man dieth, and wasteth away; yea, man

giveth up the ghost, and where is he ? As the

waters fail from the sea, and the flood decayeth

and drieth up, so man lieth down, and riseth not

up till the heavens shall be no more. Yet,

Lord ! have compassion on the children of thy

creation; administer them comfort in time of

trouble, and save them with an everlasting

salvation.

—

Amen.

Mesponse.^-Qo mote it be.

EITES OF SEPTJLTUEE.
HEBREW CUSTOMS.

AiiL nations of the earth, from time immemorial, however much
they have differed in most things, have ever agreed in this, viz:

that it is a sacred duty to dispose of the bodies of the departed in

a reverential manner. The most prevalent custom has been to

bury them in the earth or place them in tombs. Among the Greeks,

the duty of burying the dead was considered so important, that

they enacted a law, requiring that whoever should meet a corpse in

his path, should cover it with earth, turning the eyes to the evening-

star. In some of the Oriental nations, the practice of burniug tha

dead, and preserving their ashes in funereal urns, prevailed; but

this custom was not tolerated in Judea. The Jews celebrated their

fnnerols with great ceremony. Large crowds generally followed

the body to its last resting-place, and—what seoms strange to us—
hired mourners, with lamentations and tears, proolaimed the grief

of the surviving friends.
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Th3 prejudices of the people would not allow iaterments to be

Diade in cities, and, consequently, every town had its cemetery

without its walls. This fact would seem to be contradicted by 8

statement made in this section of the third degree, and Masonic

writers have been much perplexed to find a means of reconciling

the contradiction. But the subject is really free of all difficulty,

rhe scene referred to is not historically true. Neither the suprenu

nd of this degree—as we have heretofore remarked—nor the final

one here describe 1, are to be considered as commemoratiTe of

historical facts. The whole togt ther forms a sublime myth, whose

significance we have explained in our annotations elsewhere.

The Hebrews had cheerful views of death, and awaited its ap-

proach with calmness. With confidence and filial trust they closed

their eyes on Ufe, its splendors and enjoyments, and departed joy-

fully to join the great assembly of the blessed. "Yea, though I

walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil!"

was the exulting exclamation of one of them. When loved one8

were stricken down, and consigned to the grave, they did not speak

of them as dead, but said " they sleep with their fathers I" Heuce,

their burial-places were generally selected for their agreeable scene-

ry, and were shaded with the Cypress and Cedar, and adorned with

the Tamarisk and "golden-haired" Acacia.

The Jews undoubtedly erected monuments, bearing appropriatfl

emblems and inscriptions, to commemorate the virtues of distin-

guished men; but the mausoleums which they best loved, were

those that Nature supplies. Obelisks of granite and marble will

crumble to dust as the ages revolve, but Nature's monuments—the

trees and the flowers, symbols of Love, Hope, and Immortality

—

ore perpetually renewed.

Some of che ancient Oriental cemeteries yet exist A late traveler

found one near Babylon, and growing near one of its venerable

graves was a Tamarisk, which seemed to belong to the epoch when

the Chaldean State was at the summit of its glory. " It appears,"

he says, "to be of the highest antiquity, and has been a superb

tree—perhaps a scion of the monarch of the hanging gardens. Iti

present height is only twenty-three feet; its trunk has been of great

circiunference; though now rugged and rifted, it stiU stands proudly

up ; and, although nearly worn away, has stiU sufficient strength to

bear the bm-den of its limbs in the stern grandeur of its decaying

greatness. The flutteiiug and rustling sound produced by the wind

sweeping through its delicate branches has aL indescribably md
0*
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ancholy effect and seems as if entreating the traveler to Tomain,

and unite in mourning over those who slumber below. I scarcelj

dared ask why, while standing beneath this precious relic of th«

past and prophet of the future, I had nearly lost the power of

forcing myself fi'om the spot.

" I turned from all It brought to those it could not bring."*

The emblems of the second class, which are peculiar to this

degree—tl:e Spade, Coffin, Sprig of Acacia, etc.—are well known to

all thoroughly-qualified Masons. They are aU expressive and elo-

qnei;tly instructive; but we have always regarded the acacia as the

most beautiful and significant; for it speaks of immortality. So

the trees, the shrubs, and flowers with which the old Hebrews were

wont to surround the tombs and graves of their "loved and lost,"

were carefully selected \vith reference to their symbolic meaning.

They were tj-pes of sympathy, affection, hope, and of the love which

is eternal.

This should also be the practice of modern Freemasons. The
adorning of our graves n-ith those sjonbols of sympathy and ever-

lasting affection which Nature so richly furnishes, takes away the

gloom and terror of the "narrow house." Let the rose, the ama-

ranth, and the myrtle bloom around the places where our loved

departed rest from the toils and conflicts of life. Let the acacia,

cypress, and cedar be planted there, and embellish the soil which ia

consecrated to the dead. Thus, on every returning Spring, each

swe'ling bud and opening flower will seem to declare that the night

of ieath is passing;

"And beauty Immortal awakes from the tomb."

Thus every wind that softly breathes through the green foliage,

and fans the verdant coverings of the dead, will seem to be an echo

of the voice of God, or the Archangel's trump, commanding the

dead to rise. Then will holy and trustful thoughts and bright

hopes hover over their tombs, as crowns of stars. The grave will

be transfigured, and shine with a light immortal

By following the example of our brethi-en of the old days, wo
tender a homage, justly due, to the spirits of the honored dead.

Each grave thus liecomes an altar, consecrated by sighs, and tears,

and holy affections ; and the flowers that bloom thereon, are tlw

* Trarela in tl^e Holy Land M .1 Chaldea, by CapU noBT. ITrQU^Bi. 1838,
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offerings Tvhich unforgettmg love presents to the cherished being
who filau-berti beneath.

"Thftn, like tJ a ITpbr<^w, bear your d^ad
To Pflds witU jjleaBaut verdure spread,

Aud lay blm duuu lo reBt,

Where tb' Acacias, witb tbe Cypress blent.

Weep oitUely o'er tbe tenement
Wbicb holds a shiuiberiug gueat.

Ob, bear along tbe sable pab

Without tbe crowded city's waJll"

When the necessitioa of a Brother call for my aid and support, )

will be ever reiuly to render him such assistance, to save him fruir

Hinkinr^, as may not be detrimental to myself __' connections, if I

find him worthy thereof.

Indolriice shall not cause my footsteps to l.">U, nor shall wrath

turn them aside; but, I'nrgettiup; every seltis^ coiisideratiuii, I will

be ever swift of loot to save, help, and execute benevolence to a

fellow-creatnro in distress, ])articul;iily to a brother Mjuson.

When I oiler up my devotions to Almighty God, I will remem-

ber ft Brother's welfare as my own; for, most assuredly, will the

j)etitions of ft fervent heart be accei>table at the Throne ol Grace;

ftud our praj'ers are certainly required for each other.

A Brother's secrrts, delivered to me as such, I Mill keep as I

would my own, b' cause, by betrayiuL; that trust, I might be domg

him the greatest injury he could i^ossibty sustain.

A Brother's character I will supp<irt in his absence as I would iu

liis presence; I will not wrongfully revile him myself, nor will J

EiilTer it to be done b^' others- if in my power to prpvent iL
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Thus are we linked together in one indissolubls shoin ol sincera

affection, brotherly love, relief, and truth.

It has been the practice in all ages to erect monuments to

the memory of departed worth; and the section closes with

a iribate to the memory of that distingnished artist who

preferred to lose his life rather than betray his trust.

SECTION in.

This section illustrates certain hieroglypbical emblems,

and inculcates many useful and impressive moral lessons.

It also details many particulars relative to the building of

the Temple at Jerusalem.

This magnificent structure was founded in tlie

fourth year ofthe reign of Solomon, on the second

day of the month Zif, being the second month

of the sacred year. It was located on Mount

Moriah, near the place where Abraham was about

to offer up his son Isaac, and where David met

and appeased the destroying angel. Josbfhus

informs us that, although more than seven years

were occupied in building it, yet, during the

whole term, it did not rain in the day-time, that

the workmen might not be obstructed in their

labor. From sacred history we also learn, that

there was not the sound of ax, hammer, or any

tool of iron, heard in the house while it was
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building. It is said to have been supported by

fourteen hundred and fifty-three columns, and

two thousand nine hundred and six pUasters,

all hewn from l;he finest Parian marble.

It was sjrmbolicaUy supported, also, by three

columns

—

Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty.

In the British and other mysteries, these three pillars represented

the great emblematical Triad of Deity, as with ns they refer to the

three principal officers of the Lodge. It is a fact that, in Britain,

the Adytum or Lodge was actually supported by throe stones or

pillars, which were supposed to convey a regenerating purity to

the aspirant, after having endured the ceremony of initiation in all

its accustomed formalities. The delivery from between them was
termed a new birth. The corresponding pillars of the Hindoo my-
thology were also known by the names of Wisdom, Strength, and
Beauty, and placed in the East, West, and South, crowned with

three human heads. They jointly referred to the Creator, who was
said to have planned the Great Work by his infinite Wisdom, exe-

cuted it by his Strength, and to have adorned it with all its Beauty

and usefulness for the benefit of man. These united powers were

not overlooked in the mysteries; for we find them represented in

the solemn ceremony of initiation by the three presiding Brahmins

or Hierophants. The chief Brahmin sat in the East, high exalted

on a briUiaut throne, clad in a flowing robe of azure, thickly sparkled

with golden stars, and bearing in his hand a magical rod; thus

symbolizing Bbahma, the creator of the world. His two compeers,

clad in robes of equal magnificence, occupied corresponding situa-

tions of distinction. The representative of Vishnu (the setting

Bun) was placed on on exalted throne in the West; and he who
personated SrvA, the meridian sun, occupied a splendid throne in

the South.

There were employed in its building three

Grand Masters; thiee tliousand and three hun-
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drc'l Masters or Overseers of the work; eightj

thousand Fellow-Crafts; and seventy thousand

Entered Apprentices, or bearers of burdens. All

these were classed and arranged in such manner,

by the wisdom of Solomon, that neither envy,

discord, nor confusion, were suflered to interrupt

or disturb the peace and good-feUowshlp which

prevailed among the workmen.

In front of the magnificent poi'ch were placed

the two celebrated pillars—one on the left hand

and one on the right hand. They are supposed

to have been placed there as a memorial to the

children of Israel of the happy deliverance of

their forefathers from Egyptian bondage, and in

commemoration of the miraculous pillars of fire

and cloud. The pillar of fire gave light to the

Israelites, and facilitated their march; and the

cloud proved darkness to Pharaoh and his host,

and retarded their pursuit. King Solomon,

therefore, ordered these pillars to be placed at

tlie entrance of the Temple, as the most con-

spicuous part, that the children of Israel might

have that happy event continually before their

eyes, in going to and returning from divine

worship.
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KING SOLOMON'S TElIPIiE.

The placo chosen for Ihe erection of tliis magnificent stmctnrf

(vna Mount Moriah, a lofty hill, situated in the north-easterly p<u1

"i" the citj of Jerusalem, having Mount Zion on the south-west,

Mount Acra on the west, and Mount Olives on the east The

summit of this mountain was unequal, and its sides irregular; but

it was a favorite object of the Jews to level and extend it The

plan and model of the Temple was in the same fonu as the Taber-

nacle of Moses, but was of much larger dimensions.

King Solomon commenced the erection of the Temple in the

year B. c. 1011, aboiit 480 years after the Exodus and the building

of the Tabernacle in the wilderness; and it was finished B. u. 1004,

having occupied seven years and six months in the building.

The foundations were laid at a profound depth, and consisted ol

stones of immense size and great durability. They were clo.sclj

mortised into the rock, so as to fonn a secui-e basis for the substan-

tial erection of the sacred edifice.

The building does not apjiear to have been so remarkable for ita

magnitude, as for the magnificence of its ornaments and the value

of its materials. The porch was 120 cubits, or 210 feet high, and

the rest of the building was in height but 30 cubits, or 52 J feet; so

that the form of the whole house was thus:—It was situated due

east and west, the holy of holies being to the westward, and the

porch or entrance toward the east The whole length, from east

to west, was 70 cubits, or 122.J feet. The breadth, exclusive of the

Bide chambers, was 20 cubits, or 35 feet; the height of the holy plat«

and the holy of holies was 30 cubits, or 52 J feet, and the porch

stood at the eastern end, like a lofty steeple, 120 cubits, or 210 feet

high. In fact, as Lightfoot remarks, the Temple much resembled

a modern church, with this difference, that the steeple, which was

placed over the porch, was situated nt the east end.

Around the north and south sides and the west end were I ailt

chambeis of three stories, each stoiy being 5 cubits in height, ot

15 cubits, 26 feet d inches in all—and these were united to the out-

side wall of the house.

The windows, which were used for ventillation rather 'ban foi

light which was derived trom the sacred candlesticks, were placed

in the wall of tlie Temple that was above the roof of the side cham-

bers But Ihat part which included the holy of holies was withoul
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ftny aperture whatever, to which Solomon alludes in the passage

"The IjOed said that He would dwell in the thick darkness."

The Temple was divided, internally, into three parts—the porch,

the sanctuaiy, and the holy of holies; the breadth of all these was

of course the same, namely, 20 cubits, or 35 feet, but they differed

in length. The porch was 17 feet 6 inches in length, the sanctuary

70 feet, and the holy of holies 35, or, in the Hebrew measure, 10,

40, and 20 cubits. The entrance from the porch into the sanctuary

was through a wide door of olive posts and leaves of fir; but the

door between the sanctuary and the holy of holies was composed

entirely of olive-wood. These doors were always open, and the

aperture closed by a suspended curtain. The partition between the

sanctuary and the holy of holies partly consisted of an open net-

work, so that the incense daily offered in the former place might

be diffused through the interstices into the latter.

In the sanctuary were placed the golden candlestick, the table

of shew-bread, and the altar of incense. The holy of holies con-

tained nothing but the ark of the covenant, which included the

tables of the law.

The frame-work of the Temple consisted of massive stone, but

it was wainscoted with cedar, which was covered with gold. The
boards within the Temple were ornamented with carved work, skill-

ftdly representing cherubim, palm-leaves, and flowers. The ceUing

was supported by beams of cedar-wood, which, with that used in

the wainscoting, was supplied by the workmen of Hibam, King of

Tyre, from the forest of Lebanon. The floor was throughout made
of cedar, but boarded over with planks of fir.

The Temple, thus constructed, was surrounded by various courts

and high walls, and thus occupied the entire summit of Mount
Moriah. The first of the courts was the Court of the Gentiles,

beyond which Gentiles were prohibited from passing. Within this,

and separated from it by a low wall, was the Court of the Children

of Israel, and inside of that, separated from it by another wall, was

(he Court of the Priests, in which was placed the altar of bunt
offerings. From this court there was an ascent of twelve steps to

the porch of the Temple, before which stood the two pillars of

JiCHiN and BoAZ.

For the erection of this magnificent structure, besides the sums

annually appropriated by Solomon, his father, DAvm, had left on«

hundred thousand talents of gold and a million talents of silver

aqml to nearly four thousand millions of dollars.
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Tho year after the Temple vas finished, it was dedicated wlti
Ihose solemn ceremonies which are alluded to in this degree. Thj
dedicatory ceremonies commenced on Friday, the 30th of Octobor.
and lasted for fourteen days, terminating on Thursday, the 12th ot

Ko-vember, although the peop'.e were not dismissed until the follow-

ing Saturday. Seven days of this festiT<U were devoted to the
dedication exclusively, and the remaining seven to the Feast ol

Tabomacles, which followed.

In this section are also explained a variety of appropriate

emblems, with which the skillful brother will not fail to make
himself familiarly acquainted, and they are thus explained:

THE THREE STEPS,

Usually delineated upon the Master's carpet, are

emblematical of the three principal stages of

human life, viz :

—

Youth, Manhood, and Age.

In Youth, as Entered Apprentices, we ought

industriously to occupy our minds in the at-

tainment of useful knowledge; in Manhood, as

Fellow-Crafts, we should apply our knowledge

to the discharge of our respective duties to God,

our neighbor, and ourselves; that so, in Age, as

Master Masons, we may enjoy the happy reflec-

tion consequent on a well-spent life, and die in

the hope of a glorious immortality.

Tho morning is the youth of the day; youth is vigorous till noon;

then comes the age of man; to which succeeds the evening of old

age; sunset follows tlie evening or death of the day. Frugality ii

a gicat revenue, but no where greati>r thEin in this case.
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THE rOT OF INCENSE

Is an emtlem of a pure heart, whicli is alwaj'S

an aceeptable sacrifice to the Deity; and as tliis

glows with fervent heat, so should our hearta

continually glow with gratitude to the great and

beneficent Author of our existence, for the man-

ifold blessings and comforts we enjoy.

THE BEE-niTE

[s an emblem of industry, and recommends the

practice of that virtue to all created beings, from

the highest seraph in heaven to the lowest rep-

tile of the dust. It teaches us that, as we came

into the world rational and intelligent beings,

so we should ever be industrious ones; never

sitting down contented while our fellow-crea-

tures around us are in want, especially when it

is in our power to relieve them without incon-

venience to ourselves.

When we take a survey ofNature, we viewman

in his infancy, more helpless and indigent than

the brute creation: he lies languishing for days,

months, and years, totally incapable of providing

sustenance for himself, of guarding against the

attack of the wild beasts of the field, or shelter-

ing himself from the inclemencies of the weather
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ft might have pleased the great Creator of

heaven and earth to have made man independ-

ent of all other beings; but as dependence is one

of the strongest bonds of society, mankind were

made dependent on each other for protectior

and security, as they tliertby enjoy better oppor-

tunities of fulfilling the duties of reciprocal love

and friendship. Thus was man formed for social

and active life—the noblest part of the work of

GoD; and he that will so demean himself as not

to be endeavoring to add to the common stock

of knowledge and understanding, maybe deemed

a drone in the hive of Nature, a useless member

of society, and unworthy of our protection aa

Masons.

the book of constitutions, guarded by the

tiler's sword,

Reminds us that we should be ever watchful and

guarded in our thoughts, words, and actions,

particularly when before the enemies of Masonry

—ever bearing in remembrance those truly Ma-

fiouic virtues, silence and circumspection.

THE SWORD, POINTING TO A NAKED HEART,

Demonstrates that justice will sooner or latei

overtake us; and although our thoughts, words,
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and actions may be hidden from the eyes ofman

yet that

ALL-SEEING EYE,

whom the Stjn, Moon, and Staes obey, and under

whose watchful care even Comets perform theii

stupendous revolutions, pervades the inmost re-

cesses of the human heart, and will reward ui

according to our merits.

THE ANCHOR AND ARK

Are emblems of a well-grounded hope and a

well-spent life. They are emblematical of that

divine Ark which safely wafts us over this tem-

pestuous sea of troubles, and that Anchor which

shall safely moor us in a peaceful harbor, where

the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary

shall find rest.

THE FORTY-SEVENTH PROBLEM OF BtTCLH).

This was an invention of our ancient friend

and brother, the great Pythagoras, who, in his

travels through Asia, Africa, and Europe, was

initiated into the several orders of priesthood,

and raised to the sublime degree of Master Ma-

son. This wise philosopher enriched his mind

abundantly in a general knowledge of things
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and more especially in Geometry, or Masonry

On this subject he drew out many problems and

theorems: and, among the most distinguished.

he erected this, which, in the joy of his heart

he called Eureka, in the Grecian language sig-

r.ifying I havefound it; and upon the discovery

of which he is said to have sacrificed a hecatomb.

It teaches Masons to be general lovers of the

arts and sciences.

THE nOUR-GLASS

Is an emblem of human life. Behold ! how

swiftly the sands run, and how rapidly our Uvea

are drawing to a close ! "We cannot without as-

tonishment behold the little particles which are

contained in this machine; how they pass away

almost imperceptibly; and yet, to our surprise,

in the short space of an hour they are all ex-

hausted ! Thus wastes man. To-day, he puts

forth the tender leaves of Hope ; to-morrow,

blossoms, and bears his blushing honors thick

upon him; the next day comes a frost, which

nips the shoot; and when he thinks his great-

ness is sliU aspiring, he falls like autumr. leaves,

to enrich our mother-earth.
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THE SCYTHE

Is an emblem of Time, which c its tho brittle

thread of hfe, and launches us into eternity

.Behold! what havoc the scythe of Time makes

among the human race ! If by chance we should

escape the numerous evils incident to childhood

and youth, and with health and vigor arrive to

the years of manhood; yet, withal, we must

soon be cut down by the all-devourhig scythe

of Time, and be gathered into the laud where

our fathers have gone before us.

Thus we close the explanation of the emblems

upon tlie solemn thought of death, which, with-

out revelation, is dark and gloomy; but we are
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suddenly revived by the ever-green and ever-

living spriff of Faith in the merits of the Lion of

the tribe of Judah ; which strengthens us, with

confidence and composure, to look forward to a

blessed immortality; and doubt not, but in the

glorious morn of the resurrection, our bodies will

rise, and become as incorruptible as our souls.

Then let us imitate the good man in his vir-

tuous and amiable conduct; in his unfeigned

piety to God ;
in his inflexible fidelity to his

trust ; that we may welcome the grim tyrant

Death, and receive him as a kind messenger sent

from our Supreme Grand Master, to translate us

from this imperfect to that all-perfect, glorious,

and celestial Lodge above, where the f .ipremo

Architect of the Universe presides.
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CHAEGE TO THE CANDIDATE.

Brother : Your zeal for our institution, the

progress you have made in our mysteries, and

your steady conformity to our useful regulations,

have pointed you out as a proper object for this

peculiar mark of our favor.

Duty and honor now alike bind you to be

faithful to every trust; to support the dignity of

your character on all occasions; and strenuously

to enforce, by precept and example, a steady

obedience to the tenets of Freemasonry. Ex-

emplary conduct, on your part, will convince

the world that merit is the just title to our

privileges, and that on you our favors have not

been undeservedly bestowed.

In this respectable character, you are author-

ized to correct the irregularities of your less

informed brethren ; to fortify their minds with

resolution against the snares of the insidious,

and to guard them against every allurement to

vicious practices. To preserve unsuUied the

reputation of the Fraternity ought to be your

constant care; and, therefore, it becomes your

province to caution the inexperienced against a
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breach of fidelity. To your inferiors ia rank

or office, you are to recommend obedience and

submission; to your equals, courtesy and affa-

bility ; to your superiors, kindness and conde-

scension. Universal obedience you are zealously

to inculcate; and by the regularity of your own

conduct, endeavor to remove every aspersion

against this venerable institution. Our ancient

landmarks you are carefully to preserve, and

not suffer them on any pretense to be infringed,

or countenance a deviation from our estabhshed

customs.

Tour honor and reputation are concerned in

supportingwith dignity the respectable character

you now bear. Let no motive, therefore, make

you swerve from your duty, violate your vows,

or betray your trust ; but be true and faithful,

and imitate the example of that celebrated artist

whom you have this evening represented. Thus

you will render yourself deserving of the honor

which we have conferred, and worthy of the

confidence we have reposed in you.

Having thus given a general summaiT of tlie Lectures

restricted to the three Degrees of the Order, and made such

remarks on each Degree as might illustrate the subjects

treated, little farther can be wanted to encourage the zealous

10
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Mason to persevere in liis researches. lie who has traced

the Art in a regular progress, from tlie commencement of

the First to the conclusion of the Third Degree, according

to tlie plan here laid down, must have amassed an ample

store of knowledge, and will reflect with pleasure on the

good effects of his past diligence and attention. By apply-

ing the improvements he has made to the general advantage

of society, he will secure to himself the veneration of Masoni

and the approbation of all good men.



LODGE JEWELS.

JUNIOB WAKDEN. TBEABTIBEE.

BENIOB PEAOON.

0>^

JTJNIOE DEACON.

SENIOB WAEDEN.

^

SECltETARy.

MASTEKS OP CEKEMONIES. TILEK.

48 219



OFFICEES' CLOTHING AND JEWELS.

SUBOBDINATE LODGE.

The Collar must be blue, (of velvet, silk, or merino,) Irimmed

(rith material of same color, bordered with silver lace. They may
be ornamented with embroidery or stars. The Jewel is to be sus-

pended from the point of the Collar.

The Apron is white lambskin, square at the comers—13x15 in.,

with flap triangular shape, 5 inches deep at the point, lined and

bordered with blue. On the flap is delineated an eye, irradiated

on the area the square and compass and the letter G, irradiated,

with flat Masonic tags suspended on either side from under the

flap. See illustration p. 173.

Past Master v

Master

Senior Warden
Junior Warden
Treasurer

Secretary

Senior Deacon

Junior Deacon

Stewards

Chaplain

Marshal

Organist

M's of Ceremonies

Tiler

JEWELS (silver),

)a compass opened on a quarter circle,

sun in the center.*

a square

a level,

a plumb,

cross keys,

cross pens.

square and compass, sun m the center,

square and compass, quar. moon in center

a cornucopia,

an open Bible,

cross batons.

a lyre.

cross swords.

a sword, sabre shape.

* TUd jewel soaj be male of sold, tod iDclooed iQ e wrratli.



GBAND LODGE JEWELS.

GK. SWOKD BEAKEE. GE. STEWAEDS.

QBAUD MASTEE. DEP. OE. MASTEE. SEN. GE. WAEDEN.

JUN. OE. WAEDEN. GB. TKEASUREE. GE. SECRKTAEY.

OK. M.\nSHAL. GE. STAND. BE.UiEB.

GE. DEACONS.

OB. FUBSUIVANT. GK. liECTTJBEB. 6K. TTTUR.



GEAND LODGE.

The CoiiAES of a Grand Lodge shonld be made of royal pnrplc

silk velvet, enriched with gold embroidery, trimmed with gold lace,

and lined with purple silk. The Jewel is to be suspended from tha

point of the Collar.

The Apkon is white lambskin, 13x15 in., square at the corners,

trimmed with purple and gold, and flat Masonic tags. The Apron

and Collar should be made to correspond in richness to the grade

of the officer for whom they were intended.

The Jewels of a Grand Lodge are made of gold (or yellow met&l),

and suspended in a circle or wreath.

Grand Master wears (
a compass opened on a quarter circle

( sun in the center.

Past Grand Master " the same, with triangle.

Deputy Grand Master " a square.

Senior Grand Warden " a level.

Junior Grand Warden " a plumb.

Grand Treasurer " cross keys.

Grand Secretary " cross pens.

Grand Chaplains " the Holy Bible.

Grand Marshal ' a scroll and sword crossed.

G. Standard Bearer ' a plate, representing a banner.

Grand Sword Bearer " a straight sword.

Grand Stewards • a cornucopia.

Grand Deacons " a dove, bearing an olive branch.

Grand Fursuiiant a sword and trumpet CTOSsed.

Grand Tiler " cross sworda



ANCIENT CEREMONIES.

These Ceremonirs should be carefully studied aud well

nuderstood by every Master of a Lodge. They include the

ceremonies of Opening and Closing Lodges; Form of Peti-

tion, and Directions for Organizing Ludges; Cousecrutiug,

Dedicating, and Constituting new Lodges; Installing Officers

of Grand and Subordinate Lodges; Grand Visitations; An-

nual Festivals; Laying Foundation Stones; Dedication of

Masonic Halls; Sorrow Lodges; Funeral Services; Procea-

sions, etc., etc.

SECTION I.

CONSECRATION, DEDICATION, CONSTITUTION, AND INSTAUATION

OF OFFICERS OF A NEW LODGE.

Any number of Master Masons, not less than seven, de-

sirous of forming a new Lodge, must apply, by j>etition,* to

the Grand Master, Deputy Grjuul blaster, or Grand Lodge

of the State in which they res;ide, as follows:

• The mcde of applying by pelition to the Grand Manter for a warrant to

meet as a reg\ilar Lodge, commeuced only in the year 171S; previous to that

time, Lodges were empowered, by inherent privileges vested in the Fraternity

at large, to meet and act occasionally under the direction of some able architect;

and the proceedings of those meetings being approved by the majority of the

brotliren convened at another Lodge assembled In the same district,were deemed

constitational. By such an inherent authority the Lodge of Antiqmty in

liOudon now acts, having no warrant from any Gnmd Lodge, but an authority

traced from time immemorial, whioh has been long and universally admitted

and acknowledged by the whole Fratermty tliroughout the world, and which

no warrant or othex instrument of any particular Masonic jurisdictir.ii can

popsiblj' superiedo.
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FORM OF PETITION FOE A NEW LODGE.

Fo tkt M. W. Grand Master of Masons of ike State of ;

The undersigned petitioners, being Ancient Free

and Accepted Master Masons, ha-ving the prosperity

of the Fraternity at heart, and willing to exert their

best endeavors to promote and diffuse the genuiue

principles of Masonry, respectfully represent—That

they are desirous of forming a ne-w Lodge in the . .

.

of , to be named ....... No .... They there-

tore pray for Letters of Dispensation, to empower

them to assemble as a regular Lodge, to discharge

the duties of Masonry, in a regular and constitutional

manner, according to the original forms of the Order

and the regulations of the Grand Lodge. They have

nominated and do recommend Brother A. B. to be

the first Master ; Brother 0. D. to be the first Senior

Warden ; and Brother E. F. to be the first Junior

Warden of said Lodge. If the prayer of this petition

shall be granted, they promise a strict conformity to

the edicts of the Grand Master, and the Constitution,

laws, and regulations of the Grand Lodge.*

* This petition, being Bigned by at least seven regular Masons, and recom-

mended by a Lodge or Lodges nearest to the place -where the new Lodge is to

be holden, is delivered to the Grrand Secretary, who lays it before the G. Lodge,

In many jurisdictions, the Grand and Deputy Grand Masters, respectively,

are invested with authority to grant dispensationB at pleasure during the recess

of the Gwnd Lodge; in some, they are never issued without the special diroc-

lion of the Grand Ledge.

Lodges working under dispensation are merely the agents of the G. Lodge

or Grand officer granting the authority; their presiding oflacera are not entitled

to the rank of Past Masters ; their officers are not privileged with a vote or voice

in the Grand Lodge; they cannot change their officers vrithout the special

approbation and appointment of the Grand Lodge or Grand olficer grantin'
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CONSECRATION.

On the day and hour appointed, the Grand Master and

tiis ofQcers, or their representatives, meet in a convenient

room, near to that in which the Lodge is to be consecrated,

and open the Grand Lodge.

After the officers of the new Lodge are examined, they send

a messenger to the Grand Master with the following message:

Most Worshipful : The OflBcers and Brethren

of Lodge, who are now assembled at
,

have instructed me to inform you that the Most

Worshipful Grand Lodge (or Grand Master) was

pleased to grant them a Letter of Dispensation,

bearing date the day of ,
in the year

, authorizing them to form and open a Lodge

of Free and Accepted Masons, in the of

the aulhority; and in case of the ceeaatlon of Buch Lodges, their fanda, jewels,

and otlicr property accumulated by Initiations Into the several degrees, become

the property of the Grand Lodge, and must be delivered over to the O. IVeasurer.

When Lodges that are at first Instituted by dispensation have passed a proper

term of probatiou, they malce applicatior to the Grand Lodge for a Charter of

Constitution. If this be obtained, they are then confirmed in the possession of

their property, and possess all the rights and privileges of regularly-constituted

Lodges, as long aa they conform to the Constitutions of Masonry. After a

Charter is grautod by the Grand Lodge, the Grand Master appoints a day and

hour for consecrating and constituting the new Lodge, and for instaUing its

Master, Wardens, and other officers. If the Grand Master, in person, attends

til e ceremony, the Lodge is said to be constituted in ample form ; if the Depu ty

Grind Master only, it Is said to be constituted in dub fobm; but if the power

of performing the ceremony is vested in any other person, it is said to be con-

itltuted in form.

When the Charters of Constitution are granted for places where the distance

Ifl 80 groat as to render it inconvenient for the Grand Officers to attend, the

Grand Master or his Deputy issues a written ii strumcnt, under his hand and

private seal, to somi' worthy Present or Past Master, with full power to ctmgro

gate, dedicate, and constitute the Lodge, and install its officers.

10*
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....,.; that since that period they have regu-

larly assembled, and conducted the business of

Masonry according to the best of their abilities

that their proceedings having received the ap-

probation of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge,

they have obtained a Charter of Constitution,

and are desirous that their Lodge should be

consecrated, and their Officers installed, agree

ably to the ancient usages and customs of the

Craft; for which purpose they are now met,

and await the pleasure of the Most Worshipful

Grand Master.

The Grand Lodge then walk in procession to the room of

the new Lodge. "When the Grand Master enters, the grand

honors* are given, under direction of the Master of the new

* The Grand Honors of Masonry are thoso peculiar acts and gestures by

which the Craft have always been accustomed to express their homage, their

joy, or their grief, on memorable oceasions. They are of two tinds, the private

and public, and each of them are used on different occasions and for different

purposes.

The private Grand Honors of Masonry are performed in a manner known
only to Master Masons, since they can only be used in a Master's Lodge. They

are practiced by the Craft only on four occasions:—when a Masonic Hall is to be

consecrated, a new Lodge to be constituted, a Master elect to be installed, or a

Grand Master or his Deputy to be received on an official visitation to a Lod^o.

They are used at all these ceremonies as tokons of congratulation and homage.

And as they can only be given by Master Maoons, it is evident that every conse

cration of a hall, or constitution of a new Lodge, every installation of a Worship

fill Master, and every reception of a Grand Master, must be done in the third

degree. It is also evident, from what has been said, that the mode and mannei

of giving the private Grand Honors can only tie personally communicated to

Master Masons. They are among the aporreta -the things forbidden to be

divulged.

The pubUc Graud Honors, as their name imports, do not pai take of this secret

oharactoi They are g .vcn on all pubhc occasions, in the presence of the profanf



ANC3ENT CEREMONIES. 227

Lodp:e. The officers of the new Lodge resign tlieir seats to

/he Grand Officers, and take their stations on tiieir loft.

u well as the initiated. They are uaed at the laying of comer-Btones of public

bnlldiUcT^, or in other Bervices [n which the mlniBtratioiiB of the Frat<?ruity are

required, and especially in fuuerals. They are Kiveu in the follownug manner:
Both arms are croBsed on the breast, the left uppermost, and the opi-n i)aim8 of

the hands sharply striking the shoulders; they are then raised above tlie head,

the palniB stnlciug eacn other, and then made to fall smartly upon the tiiljihs.

rhis la repeated three times, and as there are three blows given ea*-h time

—

namely, on the breast, on the palms of the hands, and on the thit^ha—makiug

nine concussions in all, the Grand Honors are technically said to be jjivpn "by
three times three." On the occasion of funerals, each oue of these bunora ij

accompanied by the words, " T/te will of God is accomplisfud ; so mote U bel'

audibly pronounced by the brethren.

These Grand Honors of Masonry have undoubtedly a classical origin, and are

but an imitation rf the plaudits and acclamations practiced by the ancient Greeks

and Romaue, in their theaters, their senates, and tlielr public games. There is

abundant evidence in the writings of the ancients that, in the days of the empire,

the Romans had circumscribed the mode of doinfj horaugo to their emperon
and great men when they made their appearance in pubhe, and of expressing

their approbation of actors at the tlioutre within as explicit rules and regulation!

as those that govern the system of giving the Grand Honors in Freemasonry.

This was not the case in the earher ages of Rome; for Ovid, speaking of the

Sabines, Bays that, when they applauded, they did so without any rules of art:

"In meillo plausu, ptuiiBiiB tano art^ cAiebat."

And Propehtttjs speaks, at a later day, of the Ignorance of the country ppople,

who, at the theatres, destroyed the general harmony, by their awkward attempt!

to join in the modulated applauses of the more skillful citizens.

The ancient Romans had earrud their science on tliis subjeet to such an

extent, as to have divided these honors into three kinds, differing from each

other in the mode in which the hands were struck against each other, and in the

sound that thence resulted. Suetonius, in his Life of Nkro, (cap. xx.) gives

the names of these various kinds of applause, which he says were called bonUn,

imbrices, and t€st(B ; and Se^^eca, in his " yaluralts Qtucstiones," gives a descrip-

tion of the manner in which they were executed. The "bombi," or hums, were

produced by striking the palms of the hands together, while they were in a

hollow or concave position, and doing this at frequent intervals, but with Uttle

force, so as to Imitate Uie humming sound of a swarm of bees. The " imbrices,"

or tiles, were made by briskly striking tlie flattened and extended palms of the

baDis against each other, so as to resemble the sound of hail pattering upon

the tiles of a roof. The " testa," or earthen rases, were executed by striking tha

palm of the left hand with the fingers of the right collected into one point. B^

this blow a sound was elicited, which imitated that given out by an earthcj

?aae when struck by a stick.

The Romans and other ancient nations having invested tlii s system of applaud-

ing with all the accuracy of a science, us^i it in its various forms, not oiuy foi
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If the ceremonies are performed in publio, tlie Grand Mar

jhal then forms the procession iL tlie following order:

Tiler with drawn sword;

Two Stewards, with white rods;

Master Masons, two and two;

Junior Deacons;

Senior Deacons;

Secretaries

;

Treasurers

;

Past Wardens;

Junior Wardens;

Senior Wardens;

Past Masters;

Members of the higher degrees

THE NEW LODGE.

Tiler, with drawn sword;

Stewards, with white rods;

Master Masons;

Junior and Senior Deacons;

Secretary and Treasurer;

Two brethren, carrying the Lodge;

Junior and Senior Wardens;

llio floly Writings, carried by the oldest member

not in office.

Worshipful Master;

Oii y^u^poso of testifying their approbation of actors in the theatre, but aleo

bestowed It, as a mark of respect or a token of adulation, on their emperorB and

other gi 2at men, on the occasisn of their making their appearance in public

Huzzas and cheers have, in this latter case, been generally adopted by the

tooderns, while the manual applause is only appropriated to successful public

speakers and declaimers. The Freemasons, however, have altogether preserved

the ancient custom of applause, guarding and regulating its use by as strict,

though different rules, as did the Romans; and thus showing, as another evi

dence of the antiquity of their institution, that the "Grand Honors" of Free-

masonry are legitimately derived from the " plausus " or applaudings practiceO

Dy the ancients on public occasions.

—

Macket's Lexicon of Ftesmasanrji. Sfia

Note, p. 33&
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Mmic.
THE GRAND LODGE;

Grand Tiler, with drawn sword;

Grand Stewards, with white rods;

Grand Pursuivant, with sword;

Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer;

A Past Master, bearing the Holy Writings, Square, and

Compasses, supported by two Stewards, with rods;

Two Burning Tapers, borne by two Past Masters;

Grand Chaplain and Orator;

The Tuscan and Composite Orders;

The Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian Orders;

Past Grand Wardens;

Past Deputy Grand Masters;

Past Grand Masters;

The Celestial and Terrestrial Globes, borne by two brethren

Junior Grand Warden, carrying a silver vessel with oil;

Senior Grand Warden, carrying a silver vessel with wine;

Deputy Grand Master, carrying a golden vessel with corn

Master of the oldest Lodge, carrying the Book of

Constitutions;

Grand Master,

Supported by the Grand Deacons, with white rods;

Grand Standard-Bearer;

Grand Sword-Bearer, with drawn sword.

The procession moves on to the church or house where the

services are to be performed. When the front of the proces-

sion arrives at the door, they halt, open to the right and left,

and face inward, while the Grand Master and others, in suc-

cession, pass through, and enteT the house.

A platform is erected in front of the pnlpit, and provided

with seats for the accommodation of the Grand OEScers.

The Bible, Square, and Compasses and Book of Consti-
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tutions, are placed upon a table in front of the Grand

Master; the Lodge* is placed in the center, upon ii platform

covered with white linen, and encompassed by the three

tapers and the vessels of corn, wine, and oil.

The following services then take place:

ooe:.

AiE

—

Shirland. S. M.

r, tt
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Shine on this festive day,

Succeed its iiojied design,

And may our Ciiaiity display

A love resembhiig thiue

!

May this fraternal band,

Kow Contecrattd—blest

—

In union all distinguished stand,

In purity be drestl

The following, or an extemporaneous Prayer will be

offered by the Grand Chaplain:

Great, Adorable, and Supreme Being! We
praise thee for all thy mercies, and especially for

giving us desires to enjoy, and powers of enjoy-

ing, the delights of society. The alToctions which

thou hast implanted in us, and which we cannot

destroy without violence to our nature, are

among the chief blessings which thy benign

wisdom hath bestowed upon us. Help us duly

to improve all our powers to the promotion of

thy glory in the world, and the good of our

fellow-creatures. ]\Iay we be active under thy

divine light, and dwell in thy truth.

Extend thy favor to us who are now entering

into a Fraternal compact under pecuhar obliga-

tions. Enable us to be faithful to thee, faithful

in our callings in life, faithful Masons in all the
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duties of the Craft, and faithful to each othe: as

members of this society. Take us under the

shadow of thy protection; and to thy service and

glory may we consecrate our hearts. Mf.y we

always put faith in thee, have hope in salvation,

and be in charity with aU mankind !—^AiiEN.

Response by the brethren.—So mote it be.

An Oration, by some competent brother, when practicable.

ODE.

Atb—Bvke Street. L. M.

=1= E^=^ fes-+- -f^
:S=:^

=S=
How blest the sa cred tie, that

5E5m 721
eiEt

:?2i

A V

'ffiE 2:^=^
-Tzi-=^

kin -

B=

binds, In sweet com - mu - nion kin - dred minds I^ =P2I
-?=

\y-&-

H J. !
I

:fe

:g=S=^

How swift the heaven - ly

s=5=»±^
course they run,

^S
e;

IP2=
=?==

-fZ^KL
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i5
r^-^7—

g

A
^

\

^3f :g=^-
K.^

^i^r^ r-^ r=^m
Whose hearts, whose faith, whose hopes are one

:tii= =^ ~^^~

Together oft they seek the place

Where Masons meet with smiling face;

How high, how strong their raptures swell,

There's none but kindred souls can tell.

Nor shall the glowing flame expire,

When dimly burns frail Nature's fire;

Then shall they meet in reahns above,

A heaven of joy, a heavec of love.

The Grand Marshal then forms tht officers and members

of the new Lodge in front of the Giiind Master. The Deputy

Grand Master addresses the Grand JNlaster as follows:

Most Worshipful: Anumber of brethren, duly

instructed in the mysteries of Masonry, having

assembled together at stated periods, for some

time past, by virtue of a Dispensation granted

them for that purpose, do now desire to be con,'

stituted into a regular Lodge, agreeably to the

ancient usages and customs of the Fraternity.

The records are then presented to the Grand Master, who

oxamincs them, and, if found correct, proclaims

—
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The records appear tc be correct, and are

approved. Upon due deliberation, the Grand

Lodge have granted the brethren of this new

Lodge a Warrant, establishing and confirming

them in the rights and privileges of a regularly-

constituted Lodge; which the Grand Secretary

wiU now read.

After the Warrant is read, the Grand Master then says:

We shall now proceed, according to ancient

usage, to constitute these brethren into a regu-

lar Lodge.

Whereupon the several officers of the new Lodge deliver

up their jewels and badges to tlieir Master, who presents

them, with his own, to the Deputy Grand Master, and he to

the Grand Master.

The Deputy Grand Master presents the Master elect to

the Grand Master; saying.

Most Worshipful: I present you Brother
,

whom the members of the Lodge now to be con-

stituted have chosen for their Master.

The Grand Master asks the brethren if they remain satis-

fied with their choice. [ They bow in token of assent ]

The Master elect then presents, severally, his Wardens and

other officers, naming them and their respective offices. Tho

Grand Master asks tiie brethren if they remain satisfied with

"iaoh and all of them. [_They bow, as ie/brc.J
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The oflScers and members of the new Ledge form in front

af the Grand Master; and the ceremonies of Contecration

Dommence.

The Grand Master and Grand Officers now form them-

selves in order around the Lodge—all kneeling.

A piece of solemn music is performed while the Lodge ia

being uncovered.

After which, the first clause of the Consecration Prayei

is rehearsed by the Grand Chaplain, as follows:

Great Architect of the Universe ! Maker and

Ruler of all Worlds ! Deign, from thy celestial

temple, from realms of light and glory, to bless

us in all the purposes of our present assembly!

We humbly invoke thee to give us at this, and

at all times, wisdom in all our doings, strength

of mind in all our difficulties, and the beauty of

harmony in all our communications ! Permit us,

thou Author of Light and Life, great Source

of Love and Ilappiness, to erect this Lodge,

and now solemnly to consecrate it to the honor

of thy glory!

Response.—As it was in the beginning, is now

and ever shall be ; world without end.

—

^Amen.

The Deputy Grand Master presents the golden vessel of

corn, and the Senior and Junior Grand Wardens the silver

vessels of wine and oil, to the Grand blaster, who sprinkles

the elements of Consecration upon the Lodge.
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TKSBBLa OF OONSEOBATIOH.

The Grand Chaplain then continues:

Grant, Lord our God, that those who are

now about to be invested with the government

of this Lodge may be endowed with wisdom to

instruct their brethren in all their duties. May

hrotherly love, relief, and truth always prevail

among the members of this Lodge ! May this

bond of union continue to strengthen the Lodges

throughout the world

!

Bless all our brethren, wherever dispersed;

and grant speedy relief to all who are either

oppressed or distressed.

We affectionately commend to thee all the

members of thy whole family. May they in-

crease in grace, in the knowledge of thee, and

in the love of each other.

Finally: May we finish all our work here be-

low Avith thy approbation; and then have our

transition from this earthly abode to thy heav-
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enly temple above, there to enjoy light, glory,

and bliss, ineffable and eternal!

Response.—As it was in the beginning, is now,

and ever shall be. So mote it be.

—

Amen.

DEDICATION.

A piece of solemn music is performed.

The Grand Master, then standing with his hands stretched

forth over the Lodge, exclaims,

To the memory of the Holy Saints John, we

dedicate this Lodge. May every brother revere

their character and imitate their virtues!

Response.—As it was in the beginning, is now,

and ever shall be; world without end.

—

Amen.

A piece of music is performed while the brethren of tlia

new Lodge advance in procession to salute the Grand Lodge,

with their hands crossed upon their breasts, and bowing as

they pass. They then take their places as they were.

CONSTITUTION.

The Grand Master then rises, and Constitutes the new

Lodge in the following form, all the brethren standing at

the same time:

In the name of the Most TVorshipful Grand

Lodge, I now constitute and form you, my

beloved brethren, into a regular Lodge of Free
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and Accepted Masons. From hencefortli I em-

power you to meet as a regular Lodge, consti-

tuted in conformity to the rites of our Order,

and tne Charges of our Ancient and Honorable

Fraternity ; and may the Supreme Architect of

the Universe prosper, direct, and counsel you

in all your doings

!

Response.—So mote it be.

—

Amen.

The public grand honors are then given.

The powers and privileges of a Subordinate or Warranted Lodge

are such as are defined in its Warrant, by the Constitutions of the

Grand Lodge granting the same, and the Ancient Landmarks and

General Kegulations. They are divided into

—

1. Executive: in the direction and performance of its work,

under the control of its Master, and in all other matters in aid ol

the Master, who has the primary executive power of a Lodge.

2. Leoislative: embracing all matters relating to its internal

concerns, not in derogation of the Ancient Landmarks, the Consti-

tutions and General Eegulations of the Grand Lodge, and its own

particular By-Laws; and

3. Jthjiciai: embracing the exercise of discipline, and settlement

of controversies between and over all its members (except the

M'aster), and over all Masons and non-affiliated brethren within its

jurisiiiction, subject to an appeal to the Grand Lodge.

The powers of a Warranted Lodge are, therefore, divided into

two classes, Inhebent and CoNSTiTUiiONAii:

The inherent powers of a Lodge, controlled only by the Ancient

Landmarks, are —

1. To decide who shaU be admitted members of or initiated

therein; that is, of persons properly qualified.

2. To make Masons (not more than five at one meeting), of those

It has decided to admit.

3. To place on trial u member against whom charges may have

been preferred, to pronounce sentence, and enforce discipline.



ANCIENT CEREMONH 239

4. To elect fin 1 install its officers.

5. To fix its time of meeting.

6. To ie(|nire its members to contribute to its funds.

7. To be represented at all communications of the Grand Lodge.

8. To instruct its representatives, for their government, at all

Buch communications of the Grand Lodge.

The constitutional powers of a Lodge, subject to control by the

Grand Lodge, are

—

1. To make a code of By-Laws for its internal government, not

in derogation of its inalienable rights, or of those of its members.

2. To perform all the work pertaining to the threo degrees of

Ancient Craft Masonry.

3. To transact all business that can be legally transacted by

duly-constituted Lodge of Freemasons.

4. To appeal to the Grand Master oi Grand Lodge from Iht

decision of the presiding-officer.

6. To change its place of meeHng.

<!, To control its funds.



INSTALLATION
OP THE

OFFICERS OF A LODGE.

The new Lodge having been Consecrated, Dedicated

and Constituted, the officers are then to be installed.

At every annual election in a warranted Lodge, it ia

necessary that the officers should be installed. This

ceremony may be performed by any Past Master. Ai

the Annual Listallation, the Installing Officer appoints

some Present or Past Master, or, if none be present, an

old well-iuformed Master Mason, to act as Marshal,

whose duties will be to present the officers elect severally

La front of the altar for installation.

The jewels of the several officers are collected, and laid

in an orderly manner upon the altar, fcr convenient use,

The Grand Master or Installing Officer then says:

Right Worshipful Deputy: Have vou care-

fully examined the Master nominated in the

warrant (or elect), and do you find him well-

skilled in the noble science and the royal art?

The Deputy replies:

Most Worshipful Grand Master: I have

carefully examined, and so find him.*

G. M. You will then present him at the altai

for installation.

The Deputy, taking the Master elect, presents him at

the altar, saying

:

• A private examinatiOD Is understood to precede the luatallation of the Master
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Most Woeshipful Grand Master : 1 present

my worthy Brother, A. B., to be installed Master

of this [new] Lodge. I find him to be of good

morals and of great skill, true and trusty; and

as he is a lover of the Fraternity, I doubt not

he will discharge his duties with fidelity and

with honor.

The Grand Master then addresses him:

Brother: Previous to your investiture, it is

necessary that you should signify your iisseut to

those Ancient Charges a,nd Regulations which

point out the duty of a Master of a Lodge.

The Grand Master then reads a summary of the Ancient

Charges to the Master elect, as follows:

I. You agree to be a good man and true, and

strictly to obey the moral law ?

Ans. I do.

II. You agree to be a peaceful citizen, and

cheerfully to conform to the laws of the country

in which you reside ?

Ans. I do.

ni. You promise not to be concerned in plots

and conspiracies against the government, but
11
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patiently to submit to the law and the consti-

tuted authorities?

Ans. I do.

IV. You agree to pay a proper respect to the

civil magistrates to work dihgently, live credit-

ably, and act honorably by all men?

Ans. I do.

V. You agree to hold in veneration the original

rulers and patrons of the Order of Masonry, and

their regular successors, supreme and subordi-

nate, according to their stations; and to submit

to the awards and resolutions of your brethren,

in Lodge convened, in every case consistent with

the Constitutions of the Order?

Ans. I do.

VI. You agree to avoid private piques and

quarrels, and to guard against intemperance and

excess ?

Ans. I do.

VII. You agree to be cautious in your be-

havior, courteous to your brethren, and faithful

to your Lodge?

Ans. I do.

VIII. You promise to respect genume breth-
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ren, and to discountenance impostors, and all

dissenters from the original plan of Masonry ?

Ans. I do.

IX. You agree to promote the general good

of society, to cultivate the social virtues, and to

propagate the knowledge of the mystic art?

Ans. I do.

X. You promise to pay homage to the Grand

Master for the time being, and to his oflScers

when duly installed; and strictly to conform to

every edict of the Grand Lodge, or General

Assembly of Masons, that is not subversive of

the principles and ground-work of Masonry?

Ans. I do.

XI. You admit that it is not in the power of

any man, or body of men, to make innovations

in the body of Masonry?

Ans. I do.

XII. You promise a regular attendance on the

committees and communications of the Grand

Lodge, on receiving proper notice; and to pay

attention to all the duties of Masonry, on con-

venient occasions?

Ans. I do.

XIII. You admit that no new Lodge shall be
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formed without permission of the Graud Lodge;

and that no countenance be given to any ir-

regular Lodge, or to any person clandestinely

hiitiated therein, being contrary to the Ancient

Charges of the Order?

Ans. I do.

XIV. You admit that no person can be regu-

larly made a Mason in, or admitted a member

of, any regular Lodge, without previous notice,

and due inquiry into his character?

Ans. I do.

XV. You agree that no visitors shall be re-

ceived into your Lodge without due examina-

tion, and producing proper vouchers of their

having been initiated into a regular Lodge ?

Ans. I do.

These are the Regulations of Free and Ac-

cepted Masons.

The Grand Master then addresses the Master elect as

follows:

Do you submit to these Charges, and promise

to support these Regulations, as Masters have

done in all ages before you?

The Master having signified his cordial subraission, aa

Defore, the Grand Master thus addresses him:
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Brother A. B. : In consequence of your con-

formity to the Charges and Regulations of the

Order, you are now to be installed Master of

this Lodge, in fuU confidence of your care,

skill, and capacity to govern the same.

The Master is then regularly invested with the insignia

of his ofBce, and the furniture and implements of his Lodge.

The various implements of his profession are emblematical

of our conduct in life, and upon this occasion are carefully

enumerated.

The Holy Writings, that great light in Mason-

ry, will guide you to all truth • it will direct

your paths to the temple of happiness, and

point out to you the whole duty of man.

The Square teaches us to regulate our actions

by rule and Une, and to harmonize our conduct

by the principles of morality and virtue.

The Compasses teach us to limit our desires

in every station, that, rising to eminence by

merit, we may live respected and die regretted.

The Rule directs that we should punctually

observe our duty; press forward in the path of

virtue, and, neither inclining to the right nor to

the left, in all our actions have eternity in view.

The Line teaches us the criterion of moral
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rectitude, to avoid dissimulation in conversation

and action, and to direct our steps to the path

wliich leads to immortality.

The Book of Constitutions you are to search at

all times. Cause it to be read in your Lodge,

that none may pretend ignorance of the excel-

lent precepts it enjoins.

You now receive in charge the Charter, by

the authority of which this Lodge is held. You

are carefully to preserve, and in no case should

it ever be out of your immediate control, and

duly transmit it to your successor in office.

You will also receive in charge the By-Laws

of your Lodge, which you are to see carefully

and punctually executed.

You will now be solemnly inducted into the

oriental chair of King Solomon; during the per-

formance of this ceremony it is requested that

all but regularly-installed Masters of Lodges

and Past Masters will retire.*

All but actual Masters and Past Masters of Warranted

Lodgesf are required to retire (or, if more convenient, are

• If the installation la performed in a public place, this as well as oUiei

private ceremonies are omitted.

1 Chapter Past Masters, who have never presided over a Symbolic Iiodg?

are uot permitted to be present at this ceremony.
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requested to face to the West^; the new Master is then

invested with the mysteries of the Past Master's degree, and

solemnly inducted into the oriental chair of Solomon. When
the doors are opened, the brethren return (or are requested

to face the East); and, forming an avenue on each side, from

the West to the East, the new Master being in the chair,

the Grand Master says:

Master, behold your brethren!

Brethren, behold your Master

!

The grand honors are then given.

When the grand honors are given, a procession is formei

and the brethren pass around the Lodge, signifying their

respect and obedience by the usual distinctive marks in the

different degrees; during which time the following Installa-

tion Ode may be sung:
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Music

—

Italian Hymn.
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Great are thy schemes;

Thy noble orders are

Matchless beyond compare;
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No art with thee caa share;

Thou art divine.

Hiram, the architect,

Did all the Craft direct

How they should bnild;

Sol'mon, great Israel's king,

Did mighty blessings bring.

And left us room to sing,

Hail, Royal Art!

After the singing of the ode, the Master colls tiie Lodge

to order, and the other officers are respectively presented in

the same manner as the Master, by the Conductor, when tha

installing officer delivers to each a short Charge, as follows:

THE SENIOE WABDEN.

Brother -0. D. : You are appointed* Senior

Warden of this Lodge, and are now invested

with the insignia of your office.

The L&od demonstrates that we are descended

from the same stock, partake of the same nature,

and share the same hope; and though distinc-

tions among men are necessary to preserve sub-

ordination, yet no eminence of station should

make us forget that we are brethren; for he who

is pkced on the lowest spoke of Fortune's wheel

may be entitled to our regard; because a time

• When the Installation is not of the ofScers of a new Lodge, the wot^
•'have been elected," should be substituted for the words "are appointed," oi

aL' cases wiiere the oflacer is chosen by ballot

11*
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will come, and the wisest knows not how soon,

when all distinctions, but that of goodness shall

3ease; and Death, the grand leveler of human

greatness, reduce us to the same state.

Your regular attendance on our stated meet-

ings is essentially necessary. In the absence of

the Master, you are to govern this Lodge; in his

presence, you are to assist him in the govern-

ment of it. I firmly rely on your knowledge of

Masonry and attachnient to the Lodge for the

faithful discharge of the duties of this important

trust. Look well to the West.

He is conducted to his station in the Lodge.

THE JUNIOR WARDEN.

Brother E. F. : You are appointed Junior

Warden of this Lodge, and are now invested

with the badge of your office.

The Plumb admonishes us to walk uprightly

in our several stations; to hold the scales of Jus-

tice in equal poise; to observe the just medium

between mtemperance and pleasure; and to

make our passions and prejudices coincide with

the line of our duty. To you is committed the

Buperintendence of the Craft during the hours
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of refreshment: it is, therefore, indispensably

necessary that you should not only be temperate

and discreet in the indulgence of your own in-

clinations, but carefully observe that none of

the Craft be suffered to convert the purposes of

refreshment into intemperance and excess.

—

Your regular and punctual attendance is par-

ticularly requested, and I have no doubt that

you will faithfully execute the duty which you

owe to your present appointment.

—

Look well

to the South.

He is conducted to his station.

THE TKEASUEEK.

Brother G. H. : You are appointed Treasurer

of this Lodge, and are now invested with the

badge of your office. It is your duty to receive

all moneys from the hands of the Secretary;

keep just and regular accounts of the same, and

pay them out by order of the "Worshipful Master

and the consent of the Lodge. I trust your

regard for the Fraternity will prompt you to the

faithful discharge of the duties of your office.

He is conducted tc his station.
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THE SECEETAEY.

Brother 1. K. : You are appointed Secretar;y

of this Lodge, and are now invested with the

badge of your office. It is your duty to observe

all the proceedings of the Lodge; make a fair

record of all things proper to be written; re-

ceive all moneys due the Lodge, and pay them

over to the Treasurer. Your good inclination

to Masonry and this Lodge, I hope, will induct

you to discharge the duties of your office with

fidelity, and, by so doing, you will merit the

esteem and applause of your brethren.

He is conducted to his station.

THE CHAPLAIN.

Rev. Brother L. M. : You are appointed

Chaplain of this Lodge, and are now invested

with the badge of your office. It is your duty

to perform those solemn services which we

should constantly render to our infinite Creator;

and which, when offered by one whose holy

profession is "to point to heaven, and lead the

way," may, by refining our souls, strengthening

our virtues, and purifying our minds, prepare

us for admission into the society of those above,

whose happiness will be as endless as it is perfect
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THE SENIOB, AKD JUNIOB DEACONS.

Brothers L. M. a^^d N. 0. : You are appointed

Deacons of this Lodge, and are now invested

with the badge of your office. It is your prov-

ince to attend on the Master and Wardens, and

to act as their proxies in the active duties of the

Lodge; such as in the reception ef candidates

into the different degrees of Masonry; the intro-

duction and accommodation of visitors, and in

the immediate practice of our rites. The Square

and Compasses, as badges of your office, I in-

trust to your care, not doubting your vigilance

and attention.

They are conducted to their stations.

THE STEWAKDS, OR MASTERS OF CEREMONIES.*

Brothers R. S. and T. U. : You are appointed

Stewards (Masters of Ceremonies) of this Lodge,

and are now invested with the badge of your

office. You are to assist the Deacons and other

officers in performing their respective duties.

Your regular and early attendance at our meet-

ings wiU afford the best proof of your zeal and

attachment to the Lodge.

* Many Lodges have abolislied the tiile of Stewtiids, and snbsUtuted that ol

Blasters o/ CeremDiiieB, who perform the duties appertaiuing to the former.
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THE TILER.

Brotuer V. W. : You are appointed Tiler ol

this Lodge, and I invest you with the implement

of your office. As the sword is placed in the

hands of the Tiler, to enable him effectually to

guard against the approach of cowans and eaves-

droppers, and suffer none to pass or repass but

such as are duly qualified, so it should admonish

us to set a guard over our thoughts, a watch at

our lips, post a sentinel over our actions; thereby

preventing the approach of every unworthy

thought or deed, and preserving consciences

void of offense toward God and toward man.

Your early and punctual attendance will afford

the best proof of your zeal for the institution.

lie is conducted to his station.

CHARGES TO THE OFFICERS.

Worshipful Master : The Grand Lodge hav-

ing committed to your care the superintendence

and government of the brethren who are to

compose this Lodge, you cannot be insensible of

the obligations which devolve on you as their

head, nor of your responsibility for the faithful

discharge of the important duties annexed to
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four appointment. The honor, reputation, and

usefulness of your Lodge will materially depend

on the skill and assiduity with which you manage

its concerns; while the happiness of its members

will be generally promoted, in proportion to the

zeal and ability with which you propagate the

genuine principles of our institution.

For a pattern of imitation, consider the great

luminary of Nature, which, rising in the East,

regularly diffuses light and luster to all within

the circle. In like manner, it is your province

to spread and communicate light and instruction

to the brethren of your Lodge. Forcibly impress

upon them the dignity and high importance of

Masonry; and seriously admonish them never to

disgrace it. Charge them to practice out of the

Lodge those duties which they have been taught

in it; and by amiable, discreet, and virtuous con-

duct, to convince mankind of the goodness of

the institution; so that when a person is said to

be a member of it, the world may know that he

is one to whom the burdened heart may pour

out its sorrows; to whom distress may prefer

its suit; whose hand is guided by justice, and

whose heart is expanded by benevolence. In
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Bliort, by a diligent observance of the By-laws

of your Lodge, the Constitutions of Masonry,

and, above all, the Holy Scriptures, which are

given as a rule and guide to your faith, you will

be enabled to acquit yourself with honor and

reputation, and lay up a crown of rejoicing, which

shall continue when time shall be no more.

Bkother Senioe and Junioe Waedens : Tou

are too well acquainted with the principles of

Masonry, to warrant any distrust that you will be

found wanting in the discharge of your respective

duties. Suffice it to say, that what you have

seen praiseworthy in others, you should carefully

imitate; and what in them may have appeared

defective, you should in yourselves amend. You

should be examples ofgood order and regularity;

for it is only by a due regard to the laws, in your

own conduct, that you can expect obedience to

them from others. You are assiduously to assist

the Master in the discharge of his trust; diffusing

light and imparting knowledge to .all whom he

shall place under your care. In the absence of

the Master, you wiU succeed to higher duties;

your acquirements must, therefore, be such, as

that the Craft may never suffer for want of
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proper instruction. From the spirit which you

have hitherto evinced, I entertain no douht that

your future conduct will be such as to merit the

applause of your brethren and the testimony of

a good conscience.

The members of the Lodge then, all standing, the Grand

Master delivers the following

CHAEGE TO THE BEETHEEN OF THE LODGE.

Such is the nature of our constitution, that as

some must of necessity rule and teach, so others

must, of course, learn to submit and obey.

Humility, in both, is an essential duty. The

officers who are appointed to govern your Lodge

are sufficiently conversant with the rules of pro-

priety, and the laws of the institution, to avoid

exceeding the powers with which they are in-

trusted; and you are of too generous dispositions

to envy their preferment. I, therefore, trust that

you will have but one aim, to please each other,

and unite in the grand design of being happy

and communicating happiness.

Finally, my brethren, as this association has

been formed and perfected in so much unanimity

and concord, in which we greatly rejoice, so may

it long continue. May you long enjoy every
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satisfactijn and delight, which disinterested

friendship can afford. May kindness and broth-

erly affection distinguish your conduct, as men

and as Masons. Within your peaceful walls,

may your children's children celebrate with jo)

and gratitude the annual recurrence of this

auspicious solemnity. And may the tenets of

our profession be transmitted through your

Lodge, pure and unimpaired, from generation

to generation.

The Grand Marshal then proclaims the new Lodge, as

follows:

In the name of the Most "Worshipful Grand

Lodge of the State of , I proclaim this

new Lodge, by the name of Lodge, No.

, legally consecrated, dedicated, constituted,

and the officers duly installed.

The grand honors are then given.

The following, or some other appropriate Ode may be sung:

MuBio

—

Italian Hymn.

:fe^
::^=a= ^ :i=*:

Hail! Bro-ther Ma - sons! hail! Let friend - sMp

"^ P- ^^ iS=ii-x=^ -m-
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lonp; pre - vail, And bind ns fast; May har-mo-

:&

-\ 1-

—I ^ m—— •^ =«=r:S:

ny and peace Our hap - pi - ness in - crease,

—^ —1_

-^ • S—^—1^^ 1^:
i- -r

And friend-ship nev - er cease, "While life doth last

T-

1It t:
--^=J: ^~

We on the level meet,

And every brother greet,

Skilled in our art;

And vi-hen our labor's past,

Each brother's hand we'll grasp,

Then on the square, at last,

Friendly we'll part.

May Wisdom be our care,

And Virtue form the square

By which we live;

That we at last may join

The Heavenly Lodge sublime,

Where we shall perfect shine

With God above.
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The new Master may return thanks.

The Grand Chaplain then pronounces the following, oi

some other appropriate

BENEDICTION.

Almighty and everlasting God, from whom
Cometh every good and perfect gift, send down

vpon thy servants here assembled the healthful

spirit of thy grace, that they may truly please

thee in all their doings. Grant, Lord, power

of mind and great understanding unto those

whom we have this day clothed with authority

to preside over and direct the affairs ui this

Lodge; and so replenish them with the truth

of thy doctrine, and adorn them with humility

of life, that, both by word and good example,

they may faithfully serve thee, to the glory of thy

holy name, and to the advancement, for aU good

purposes, of our beloved institution.

—

Amen.

Response.—So mote it be.

Thf Grand Lodge returns to its own hall, and closes.



INSTALLATION

OFFICERS OF A GRAND LODGE.

At the hour appointed for the installation of the officers

jf the Grand Lodge, the Installing Officer (who should be

the retiring Grand Master, the actual Grand Master of an-

other jurisdiction, or a Past Grand Master) will assume the

chair, call to order, and announce the business before the

Grand Lodge. The officers to be installed will then vacate

their places respectively, and substitutes will be appointed

foi the occasion.

The Grand Master and the other Grand Officers elect, to

be installed, will be in waiting in an adjoining apartment.

The anuouncement of the Installing Officer may be in the

following form:

Brethken : Tour Grand Master and other Grand

Officers for the ensuing year, ha-vong been duly elect-

ed, we are now in readiness to perform the ceremony

of installation. The R. W. Grand Marshal will an-

nounce to them that we axe waiting to receive them.

The Grand Marshal then retires, and on his return reports:

Most Wobshipfcl : The Grand Master and other

Grand Officers elect are without, in readiness to be

installed into office, when it is your pleasure to re-

ceive them.
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Installing Officer. The E. W. Grand Marshal will

admit them, and conduct them to the East before

the altar.

(Should there be objection to the installatioa of any of

either of them, it must now be made.)

As they enter the room, the Grand Lodge is called up by

the Installing OfiScer in the usual manner, and remain standing

The Grand Marshal conducts them to the altar in proees

sion, two and two, in order of rank, the Gi'aiid Master elecl

and the Deputy Grand Master being first. He then says:

Most "Worshipful : The Grand Officers elect are

before you, and await your pleasure. I have the

honor to present to you for installation Brother A. B.,

who has been duly elected Grand Master of Masons

of the State of for the ensuing year.

Ins. Off. (to the Grand Master elect). My Beothee :

The exalted station to which the free choice of your

Brethren has called you, involves great responsibili-

ties, and requires to be inaugurated by solemn sanc-

tions. It elevates you to a position from which the

power and prerogative may depart with the expiration

of your term of service, but the honor and dignity,

except by your own act, never. Have you been

instructed in the secret rites and ceremonies apper-

taining to the high office of Grand Master of Masona

preparatorj to your installation, and by which you

may acquire and forever retain the evidence of voui

rank among Masons?
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O. M. elect. I have not.

Ins. Off. My Brother, it will be necessary for you

to retire, and receive those instructions from our M.

W. Past Grand Masters here present, who will escort

you. And as we are now upon the threshold of a

great and important undertaking, Masonic teachings

require that we should bow in solemn prayer witli

our E. W. Grand Chaplain.

Orand Chaplain. Brethren, let us pray.

The Grand Chaplain muy tlien make an appropriate ex-

temporaiieous praj'er, or use tlie following:

Eternal Source of Life and Light! We thine

unworthy creatures reverently bow before thee in

adoration and praise. As when we first saw the light

at our mystic altar, we first implored thy guidance,

protection, and aid, so now we seek thee for thy di\'ine

blessing and direction. In thy might we are strong,

and -without thee, in our best and highest estate, we

are but frail and feeble beings. We humbly implore

thy divine favor upon this occasion, and upon the

institution in whose services we are now engaged.

Make it yet more helpful and beneficial to our race,

and inspire all who are connected with it with an

ardent love to thee, to each other, and to every mem
ber of the human family. Bless now thy servant

before thee, who is about to assume a new and im-

portant relation to his brethren. Give him wisdom

;

give him strength ; give him love. Enable him so to
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bear rale tliat he may keep in yiew tlie best interests

of the great brotherhood now about to be committed

to his charge. Teach him to feel that he is about to

assume great and trying responsibilities, and enable

him so to discharge them as to win aU hearts. Add
thy blessing upon the brethren who are to be asso-

ciated with him in office. May they feel a just sense

of their accountability to thee and to the Fraternity

;

and may they ever be faithful and zealous, and assist

to uphold the hands of their chief in all good deeds.

In thee, O God ! as in the days of our apprenticeship,

do we put our trust. Be thou our faithful Friend,

Conductor, and Guide, in the unseen vicissitudes of

life before us, and bring us all, at last, to see the

Great Light, inaccessible and full of glory, in thy

presence, where we shall behold thee with unclouded

vision for evermore.

—

Amen.

Besponse.—So mote it be

!

Ins. Off. The Most Worshipful Brethren, Past

Grand Masters present, wiU now retire with the

Grand Master, and give Mm suitable instructions in

the manner known to them only, preliminary to the

further ceremonies of installation.

He then calls down, and the Grand OfiScers elect, other

than the Grand Master, are provided with seats near the

altar. The Past Grand Masters retire to some suitable

apartment, and engage in ceremonies, not proper to be writ-

ten, with the Grand Master elect
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When this is done, they return, having previously given

notice of their approach by the Grand Marshal. Upon theit

entrance, the Grand Lodge is again called up, and after they

have arrived near the East, one of their number says:

Past Grand Master. Most Worshipful : Our dis-

tinguished Brother having been duly instructed by us,

is now prepared to assume his iastallation tows.

Ins. Off. It is well ; and with pleasure do we now

proceed in our further services. R. W. Grand Mar-

shal, you wiU conduct our Brother to the altar, to

take upon himself the obligation appertaining to the

duties of his office.

The Grand Marshal conducts him to the altar, where he

kneels, the acting Grand Deacons holding tiieir rods crossed

over his head. The Installing Officer then administers the

oath of office, the Grand Master elect repeating after him,

as follows:

I, A. B., in tlae presence of Almighty God, and

before the Grand Lodge of the State of , do

promise and swear, that, to the best of my ability, I

wiU faithfully, honestly, and impartially perform the

duties of Grand Master of Masons in this jurisdiction

during my term of office; and that I wiU conform tci

and maintaiu the Constitutions, laws, rules, and reg-

ulations of the Grand Lodge of the State of
,

and the usages and customs of Free and Accepted

Masons, and at aU times enforce a strict obedience

thereto. So help me God,
13
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He then rises, and the Grand Marshal conducts him neai

the chair of the Installing OfBcer.

Ins. Of. Most Woeshipful Beotheb (for from

bencefortli you are entitled thus to be hailed) : In

inducting you to your chair of office, as a symbol

of the commencement of your government over the

Craft, I am performing a most solemn duty. By

immemorial usage and the irrevocable landmarks of

Masonry, you are invested, as Grand Master of Ma-

sons, with powers and prerogatives which are well

nigh absolute. The interests of the Craft, for weal

or wo, are placed in your hands during your term of

office. The good resolutions which I doubt not that

you have formed in your own mind that these powers

shall not be abused or perverted by you, I would

gladly strengthen by a word of admonition, which it

will not become me henceforth to utter. The very

consciousness of the possession of a great power will

ever make a generous mind cautious and gentle in

its exercise. To rule has been the lot of many, and

requires neither strength of intellect or soundness of

judgment ; to rule well has been the fortune of but

few, and may well be the object of an honorable

ambition. It is not by tli£ strong arm or the iron

will that obedience and order, the chief requisites of

good government, are secured, but by holding the

key to the hearts of men.

The office of Grand Master is of great antiquity and

respect, and is one of the highest dignities to which
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we may aspire. Its incumbent, to rule well, should

possess and practice several important requisites.

As a man, he should be of approved integrity and

irreproachable morals; freed from the dominion ol

hasty temper and ill-govemed passions ; of good re-

pute in the vs^orld ; and practicing, as an example to

the Craft, the cardinal virtues of Fortitude, Prudence,

Temperance, and Justice.

As a citizen, he should be loyal to his government,

obedient to its laws, prompt in the duties he owes to

society, and a pattern of fideUty in all social and

domestic relations.

Aa a Mason, he should cling to the old landmarks,

and be sternly opposed to their infringement ; bo a

proficient in the laws, language, and hteruture of the

Fraternity ; be desirous to learn, and apt to teach

;

though not for the time a workman, yet be master of

the work, and qualified to earn his wages ; be prompt

to aid and relieve, and slow to demand it ; be over

mindful that, though elevated for a time above liis

fellows, that he is elevated hy them, and that lie is

yet a Craftsman, more sacredly boimd by a Crafts-

man's obligation ; and that he should cultivate every

where and at all times the golden tenets of Brotherly

Love, Belief, and Truth.

As an officer, he should remember, first of aU, that

he is an individual Mason, sharing in that respect a

common lot with his Brethren, and therefore inter-

ested in t'ie welfare of each and all; be devoid ol
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andue osteutation and haughty overbearing , be ac-

cessible to all, cultivating the closest friendship and

the most unhmited confidence with his associate

officers ; be eager to take counsel with his Brethren,

and ready to give it; be patient m investigation and

hearing; be deliberate in judgment; be prompt in

execution ; be forbearing long and much with evil-

doers ; be ready to reward good ; be devoid of favor-

itism, and wholly impartial; be watchful over the

treasury ; having an eagle eye upon every portion of

his jurisdiction ; and breasting over the restless spirit

of innovation.

Such are some of the most important qualifications

which a Grand Master should possess, and the leading

errors which he should avoid. It may be that most,

Lf not all, of your predecessors have failed to reach

this standard : but it is attainable ; and be it your

purpose to reach it, and be a bright and shining

example to those who shall come after you!

It now but remains for me to clothe you with the

external insignia of your rank and authority.

I now with great pleasure invest you with this jewel

of your office, whose symbolic meaning will now

have a new and striking significance to you. (Pre-

sents tJie jeivel.J

I also present you with this gavel, as the potenl

emblem of Masonic power, which, in your hands

should never be sounded in vain. (Prenents g<wd.)
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I now surrender to you this seat of authority.

f Places Mm in the chair.)

And render you this, the first act of homage due

to you as Grand Master.

The Grand Master having beet covered on taking the

chair, the Installing Officer uncovers, and bows very low.

Ins. Off. I now hail, salute, and proclaim you Grand

Master of Masons of the State of ! Brethren,

behold your Grand Master!

Senior Grand Warden. Brethren, behold our Grand

Master!

Junior Grand Warden. Brethren, behold our Grand

Master!

The Brethren, with their arms crossed, *****.
and then all, under the direction of the Installing Officer,

salute with the public grand honors.

The retiring Grand Master may then address his newly-

installed successor and brethren, and the Grand Mnster may,

if he chooses, also address the Grand Lodge. If he does not

wish to do so, he may call down, and the brethren continue

seated during the remainder of the installation, except as called

up during the obligations.

It will be proper for the Grand Master here to announce

the names of the appointed officers, that they may be installed

with the rest.

In case of the rfe'election of a Grand Master, the preceding

ceremony will be omitted, except that he be conducted near

the chair, the Charge given him, he is invested with the jewel

and gavel, inducted and saluted as above directed. So in th«
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case of any other ofPcer being reelected, he will be invested,

and given the Charge only.

The Grand Master than proceeds with the installation of

the remaining officers, or he may place the Installing Officer

again in the chair, delivering to him, without ceremony, the

gavel and jewel. In designating the officers hereafter, we

will suppose the last to have been done.

Ins. Off. E. W. Grand Marslial, you wiU now pre-

sent the Deputy Grand Mast-*ir elect for installation.

Grand Ilarshal. Most "W oeshipful : I have the

pleasure to present to you, for iastaUation, Brother

C D., who has been duly elected to the office ol

Deputy Grand Master.

The foregoing address of the Installing Officer, and pre-

sentation by the Grand Marshal, may be used for all the

remaining officers, simply changing the name and title of

the officer. It may also be used for the Grand Master,

when reelected. The order of the Installing Officer, next

following, will be omitted when the officer to be installed

has been reelected.

Ins. Off. E. W. Grand Marshal, you wiU conduct

our Brother to the altar, to take upon himself the

obligation appertaining to the duties of his office.

The Grand Marshal conducts him to the altar, when he

kneels, and is attended by the Grand Deacons, as in the

case of the Grand Master, and takes the same obligation,

with the change of name and designation of office.

Ins. Off. E. W. Brothek : You have not been an

ioatteutive observer of the ceremony of installing the
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M. W. Grand Master; for you are aware that, in case

of liis incapacily to act in contin:?encies mentioned

in our constitutions, you succeed to Lis duties and

prerogatives, as you do also when acting as his sub-

stitute in any matters specially delegated to you.

Your office, therefore, is one of great dignity and

importanco ; and it was in view of these considera-

tions that your Brethren selected you to fill it.

Treasure up, therefore, the suggestions made to the

M.W. Grand Master; for you know not how soon

they may have a personal application to you ; and

remember, also, that usage, as weU as our particular

regulations, have placed you in most intimato and con-

Mential relations t(» him, as supporter and counselor.

I now, with pleasure, proceed to invest you ^^ith

your jewel of office (gwes itj, and proclaim you Deputy

Grand Master of Masons of the State of You

win now be seated in your place, which is at the right

hand of the M. W. Grand Master.

Before be is seated, the lastalling OCQccr calls np the

Graud Lodge, and the Deputy Grand Master Ls saluted

with tho grand honors.

The others of the first six elective Graud Officers are \no

sented and obligated in lilie manner as the Deputy Grand

Master, but without being saluted with the graud honors.

Th'3 Cliai'gos to the remaining officers installed (which

may bo varied at the pleasure of the Instalhng Officer, when

special occasion requu-es,) are as follows:
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TO THE SESIOE GUAM) WAHDEN.

Eianr Wokshtpful Beothbe : The position -whicli

you occupy in the Grand Lodge and among the Fra-

ternity is one of no Httle importance. In the Grand

Lodge, to control practically the admission of all

visitors, to announce specially those who are of rank

or eminence, and to aid in the preservation of order,

and at all times to render counsel and advice to the

Grand Master, are high and responsible duties, re-

quiring circumspection, vigilance, and reflection; but

when to these is superadded the more onerous labor,

in conjunction with the Junior Grand Warden, of

diligently preserving the ancient landmarks through-

out the jurisdiction, it then becomes a trust of deep

moment to the welfare of the Craft. Tour fitne iS for

the discharge of such a trust undoubtedly led to your

selection for the office by your Brethren, and ) t will

be your duty and pleasure so to act as to justify theij

confidence.

In investing you with the jewel of your officir, and

directing you to the place of your immediate cfficial

action, in the West, I am performing a grateful duty.

TO THE JUNIOR GEAND WAEDEN.

Eight WoKSHitPUL Brother: As the duties ol

your office and the quahfications for it are almost

identical with those of the Senior Grand Warden,

except as it respects the introduction of visitors, I

wiQ only add to the Charge given to that officer, that
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you bo equally vigilant and circumspect, not only at

your station in the Grand Lodge, but in the broadei

field of action without, dividing Avith him his labors,

and taking due care that the great object of your

united solicitude shall remain inviolate.

Accept the jewel of your office, and repair to the

South, being ever watchful, whether in labor or at

refreshment, that the high twelve of observation do

not find you with your work, and that of the Craft

you superintend, unperformed.

TO THE GIlA^fD TKEASUEEK.

Eight Woeshipmil Bkotheb: In intrusting you

with the books and funds of the Grand Lodge, as

appertaining to your office, I am but their organ in

placing them in your possession, as one weU quaUfied

to keep and manage them, as your past integrity,

accui'acy, and prompt business habits testify, an ap-

preciation of which has been evinced by their choice

of you as Grand Treasurer.

The keys forming the jewel of your office have a

twofold significance : Thoy are instruments to bind aa

well as to loose ; to make fast, as weU as to open.

Thoy will never, I am confident, be used by you in

any other manner than the constitutions, laws, rules

and regulations of the Grand Lodge shall dh-ect.

TO the grand secketart.

Eight "Worshipful Bkothee : Usage, as well aa

Dositive enactments from time to time, have rendered
13*
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the duties of the office of Grand Secretary more on«

erous and varied than that of any other officer.

Brought by his official position more immediately

into communication with the whole body of the Fra-

ternity, it is requisite that he should possess ability,

skill, and industry, to meet the various demands upou

him. Placed in a position where he holds almost

constant correspondence with our Masonic brethren

of every state and coimtry, upon him devolves, in a

large degree, the good name and credit of the Masonic

family of this State. The Fraternity should enable

him to maiatain it ; he should strive that it be main-

tained. Courtesy and patience are to be elements in

his manners and character. Vigilance and fidehty

must also be necessary qualities.

Our constitutions,my Brother, point out to you fuUy

the duties of your office, and I will not recapitulate

tJaem. Tour capabiUty for their prompt and faithful

execution has induced your Brethren to confide thia

trust to you, and I feel assured that it is well placed.

In investing you with your official jewel, the pens,

I am persuaded that they vrill make an endearing

record, not only to your praise, but to the welfare of

a Craft so largely dependent upon your experience

and integrity.

TO THE GEAlfD CHAPLAIN.

Eeverekd and Bight "WoESHrpnjL Beotheb : That

Boly Book, which is the chart and text-book of your
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sacred calling, is also the great light of Masonry, and

forever sheds its benignant rays upon every lawful

assemblage of Free and Accepted Masons. Teach

us from its life-giving precepts ; intercede for us w-ith

that Divine Majesty which it so fuUy reveals aud

unfolds to us ; and warm us by its lessons of infinitd

wisdom and truth, and you will have faitlifuUy per-

formed your sacred functions and fulfilled your im-

portant trust.

It is fitting that an emblem of the sacred volume

should be the jewel of your office, with which I now

invest you,

TO THE GRAND LECTURER

Right "WonsniPFUL BKOTnEH : The care and pre-

servation of our ancient ritual, and the perpetuation

of the time-honored landmarks embraced in it, and

which may not be written, devolves upon you. Aud

as that ritual has enshrined within it, in symbol and

allegory, certain gi-eat and essential moral truths,

you should bo as perfect in the symbohsm as in tho

mere formula of language which teach us how our

rites are to be administered. As Grand Lectm-er,

also, you should be Master of the ceremonial ob-

eervances of the Fraternity, and give instructions in

the manner of rendering them most slrildng and

effective. You are tho preceptor of the Frateraity,

and your deportment should be consistent with the

natuxo of your office-worL For upon your teachings
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depend not only the uniformity and perpetiuty, but

the character and impressiveness of our rites, and

tliey should be imparted, both by oral communica-

tion and example. On no point are the Craft so

punctilious and exacting as upon the beauty and

accuracy of the work and lectures : hence many eyes

will be upon you. A courteous manner, an unwearied

patience, and a diligent apphcation are requisites for

your place, and no rash or innovating hand will be

tolerated in your department of labor.

In installing you into office, and presenting your

jewel, I am happy to be enabled to say that your

established skill and learning, and your abiUty to

imdergo the constitutional tests, have proved you to

be a Master Workman.

TO THE GKAND MAESHAl.

Eight Woeshipful Bkothek : The duties of your

office require energy, activity, and quickness of per-

ception. The good order of the Fraternity, in its

general assemblies and processions, depends upoD

your care, skill, and assiduity. Possessing these

((ualifications, you have been appointed Grand Mar-

tihal, and I now with pleasure install you into office,

and invest you with your appropriate jewel. It de-

notes command, as the organ of the Grand Master, to

whom you wiU be near it hand to execute his orders.
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TO THE GEAND STANDAED-BEAEEE.

Eight Woeshipful Beothee : Tour duty is to carry

and uphold the banner of the Grand Lodge on occa-

sions of ceremony and public procession. The em-

blems upon it are as ancient as the march of the

children of Israel from bondage, and the Ark is the

symbol of hope and safety. Bear them well aloft,

for the world, as weU as the Craft, ever honors them.

Eeceive the jewel of your office, and let it remind you

that you are never to part with that standard, when

under yoiir care, while you have life to defend it.

TO THE GEAND SWOED-BEAEEE.

Bight Woeshipful Beothee: The sword which

you bear is the time-honored symbol of Justice and

Authority. It remiads the beholder of the dignity

of the body whose emblem it is. It is also the guard-

ian and protector of the standard of the Grand Lodge.

Be ever faithful to your trust. Let this jewel of youi

office remind you of its nature.

TO THE, GEAKD STEWAEDS.

Eight Woeshipful Beothees : In olden times, your

province was to superintend and provide for the fes-

tivals of the Craft, and that duty stUl remains to you,

although there is rarely occasion for its exercise. But

we are taught that "it is better to go to the house of

mourning, than to the house of feasting," and hence

on you has been appropriately disposed the dispensa-
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tioa of oar beneficent charities. That it is a gi-ateful

duty, all hearts testify, and we know that yours most

fully responds to it. Eeceive the jewels of your office,

together with the white rods.

TO THE GEAOT) DEACONS.

ElGTiT 'WoiisHiPiTJL Beothees : As messengers o{

the Grand Officers, and as useful assistants in our

ceremonies, your respective official positions are of

very great value and importance to the comfort and

good order of the Grand Lodge. Vigilance and zeal

are necessary requisites of your offices, and we know

that you possess them.

As Senior and Junior Deacons of this Grand Lodge,

you are now invested with the jewels of office, together

with these rods, as tokens of your aiithority.

TO THE GEAMD PUKSUIVAOT.

WoESHiPFUii Beothee : You are to act as the mes-

senger of the Grand Lodge, and the herald to an-

nounce the approach of visitors and strangers. In

so doing, possess yourself of the necessary informa-

tion to announce their rank and position properly,

and exercise a sound discretion, so as not to interfere

with its labors. Be cautious and vigilant, that no

improper person may gain admittance. You, also,

have in your keeping the clothing and jewels of the

Grand Officers, which you should be careful to keep

in a good condition, and neatly and orderly arranged
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for nse at all times. Eeeeive your emblem of office

and repair to your station inside tlie door.

TO THE GEAOT) TILEE.

WoESHiPPUL Beotheb : The importance of the du-

ties of your place can not be overrated. Care and

watehfvdness are indispensably requisite, and in all

cases, unless tborouglily satisfied with the character

and identity of those desiring admittance, let your

doubts prevail. Ours is a sanctuary, intrusted to

you faithfully and vigilantly to guard, and you have

always at hand the means of being fully satisfied.

Irreparable injury might result fi-om a negligent or

careless discharge of your duty. Your station is ever

outside the door, and to which you will now repair

with this jewel, and also with this implement of your

office. ( Giving a sword.)

Tho sevci'al officers Toeing now duly installed, the Installing

Officer will retire, after Burrendering tbo jewel and gavel to

the Grand Master. It may be proper and expedient before

doing so, to have an appropriate ode or piece of music.

Grand Master. Et. "WoRsniPFUL Grand Marshal :

I now declare the several officers of the Most Wor-

shipful Grand Lodge of the State of duly

installed into office for the ensuing year, in asiplb

form. You vnR cause proclamation to be made in

the South, West, and East.

The Junior Grand Deacon proclaims in the Soatb, the

tfenioi Grand Deacon in the West, and the Grand Mar
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Bhal in the East, each as follows, the Grand liodge being

cnlled up:

By order of the Most WorsMpful Grand Master

and by authority of the Most Worshipfnl Grand

Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of

,1 proclaim that its Grand Officers are hott

iuly installed in ample form.

Eesjpmise.—So mote it bel

The Grand Lodge is called down.



LAYING FOUNDATION-STONES
or

PUBLIC STEUCTUEES.

This Ceremony is condactcd by the Grand Master and

his oEBcers, assisted by tlie members of tiie Grand Lodge,

and such ofiBcers and members of private Lodges as can con-

veniently attend.

The Chief Magistrate and other civil ofiScers o? the place

where the building is to be erected, also generally attend on

tlie occasion.

At the time appointed, the Grand Lodge is convened in

Bome suitable place.

A band of music is provided, and the brethren appear,

dressed in dark clothes, and white gloves and aprons.

The Lodge is opened by the Grand Master, and the rules

for regulating the procession to and from the place where the

ceremony is to be performed, are read by the Grand Secretary.

The necessary cautious are ibea given from the Chair,

and the Grand Lodge is called from labor; after whicb, the

procession sets out in the following order:

Tiler, with drawn sword;

Stewards, with rods;

Master Masons;

Two Deacons, with rods;

Secretary and Treasurer;

Past Wardens;

Two Wardens;
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Past Masters;

Mark Masters;

Royal Arch Masonsj

Kuiglits Templarj*

Music

;

Grand Tiler, with drawn sword;

Grand Stewards, with white rods;

Principal Architect, witli Square, Level, and Plamb;

Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer;

Bible, Square, and Compasses, carried by a Master of a

Lodge, supported by two Stewards;

Grand Chaplains;

The Five Orders of Architecture;

Past Grand "Wardens;

Past Deputy Grand Masters;

Past Grand Masters;

Chief Magistrate and Civil Officers of the place;

Junior Grand Warden, carrying the silver vessel with oil;

Senior Grand Warden, carrying the silver vessel with wimv,

Deputy Grand Master, carrying the golden vessel with corn;

Master of the oldest Lodge, c«,rrying Book of Constitutions;

Grand Master,

Supported by two Deacons, with rods;

Grand Standard-Bearer;

Grand Sword -Bearer, with drawn sword.

A triumphal arch is usually erected at the place where the

ceremony is to te performed.

The procession, arriving at the arch, opens to the right

nud left, and, uncovering, the Grand Master and his officers

paKS through the lines to the platform, while the rest of tho

brethren surround the platform, forming a hollow square

* Whenever Enigbts Templar appear in a procession, they should act ao am
cncort or guard nf honor to the Grand Lodge.
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The Grand Master commands silence, nnd annoances tba

purposes of the occasion, when the folloB'ing or some other

appropriate Ode is sung:

Musio

—

Bvle Britannia.

i

When earth's foun - Ja

2a.
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tion first wua laid, By

When earth'
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i
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strict command. Hail ! mys - te -rions, hail, glo-rious Ma-
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In vain mankind foi' shelter sought,

la vain from place to place did roam,

Until from Leaven, from heaven he was taught

To plan, to build, to fix his home.

Haill mysterious, etc.

ninstrious hence we date our Art,

Which now in beauteous piles appear.

And shall to endless, to endless time impart,

How worthy and how great we are.

Hail! mysterious, etc.

Nor we less famed for every tie,

By which the human thought is bound;

Love truth and friendship, and friendship socially,

Unite our hearts and hands around.

Hail ! mysterious, etc.
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Our actions still by Virtue blest,

And to our precepts ever true,

The world, admiring, admiring, shall request

To learn, and our bright paths pursue.

Hail! mysterious, etc.

The necessary preparations are now made for laying

the stone, on which is engraved tiie year of Masonry, the

name of the Grand Master, and such other particulars as

may be deemed necessary.

The stone is raised up by the means of an engine,

erected for that purpose.

The Gi^and Chaplain delivers the following or some otbei

appropriate

PEAYEE:

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at

this time with one accord to make our common

Bupphcations unto thee; and dost promise that,

where two or three are gathered together in thj

name, thou wilt grant their requests; fulfill now,

Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants,

as may be most expedient for them; granting

U3 in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in

(he world to come life everlasting.

—

Amen.

Eisponse.—So mote it be.

The Grand Treasurer, by the Grand Master's command,

places under the stone various sorts of coin and medals, Ma>

Bonic documents, and such other matters as may be of interest
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Solemn music is introducecl, and the stone let down

Into its place.

The principal Architect then presents the workmg toola

to the Giaud Master, who hands the Square to the Deputy

Graud Master, the Level to the Senior Grand Warden, and

the Plumb to the Junior Grand Warden; when the Grand

Master addresses the Grand Officers as follows;

Grand Master. R. W. Deputy Grand Master:

WToat is the proper jewel of your office?

Deputy Grand Master. The Square.

G M. What are its moral and Masonic uses?

D G. M. To square our actions by the Square

of Virtue, and prove oiu" work.

G. M. Apply the implement of your office to

that por+ion of the foundation-stone that needs

to be proved, and make report.

The Deputy applies the Square to the stoue, and says:

D. G. M. Most Worshipful: I find the stone

to be squai'e. The Craftsmen have performed

their duty.

G. M. R. W. Senior Grand Warden What is

the jewel of your office ?

Senior Grand Warden. The Level.

G. M. What is its Masonic use ?

8. G. W. Morally, it reminds us of equality,

and its use is to lay horizontals.
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&. M. Apply the implement of your office to

the foundation-stone, and make report.

This is done.

8. G. W. Most WoEsmpFUL: I find the stone

to be level. The Craftsmen have performed

their duty.

G. M. R. W. Junior Grand Warden: What is

the proper jewel of your office ?

Junior Grand Warden. The Plumb.

G. M. What is its Masonic use?

J. G. W. Morally, it teaches rectitude of con-

duct, and we use it to try perpendiculars.

G. M. Apply the implement of your offi''<» to

the several edges of the foundation-stone and

malce report.

This is complied with.

J. G. W. Most Worshipful: I find the stone

is plumb. The Craftsmen have performed their

duty.

G. M. This corner-stone has been tested by

the proper implements of Masonry. I find that

the Craftsmen have skillfully and faithfully p'jr-

formed their duty, and I do declare the Gtx)ne to
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be well formed, true, and trusty, and correctly

laid, according to the rules of our ancient Craft.

Let the elements of Consecration now be pre

seated.

The Deputy Grand Master comes forward with the vessel

of CORN, and, scattering it on the stone, says:

I scatter this corn as an emblem of plenty.

May the blessings of bounteous Heaven be show-

ered upon us and upon all like patriotic and

benevolent undertakings, and inspire the hearts

of the people with virtue, wisdom, and gratitude.

Response.—So mote it he.

The Senior Grand Warden then comes forward with tba

vessel of wine, and pours it upon t!ie stone; saying,

I pour this wine as an emblem of joy and

gladness. May the Great Ruler of the Universe
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bless and prosper our national, state, and city

governments, preserve the union of the States,

and may it be a bond of Friendship and Broth-

erly Love that shall endure through all time.

Response.—So mote it be.

The Junior Grand Warden then comes forward with a

vessel of OIL, which he pours upon the stone, saying,

I pour this oil as an emblem of peace. May

its blessings abide with us continually, and may

the Grand Master of heaven and earth shelter

and protect the widow and orphan, shield and

defend them from trials and vicissitudes of the

world, and so bestow his mercy upon the be-

reaved, the afflicted, and the sorrowing, that

they may know sorrowing and trouble no more.

Response.—So mote it be.

The Grand Master, standing in front of all, and extending

bis hamds, makes the following

INVOCATION.
May the all-bounteous Author ofNature bless

the inhabitants of this place with an abundance
13
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of the necessaries, conveniences, and comforts

of life; assist in the erection and completion of

this building; protect the workmen against every

accident; long preserve the structure from de-

cay; and grant to us aU a supply of the corn of

nourishment, the wine of refreshment, and the oil

of joy.—Amen.

Response,—So mote it be.

The Grand Master strikes the stone three times with the

gavel, and the public grand honors are given.

The Grand Master then delivers over to the Architect the

implements of architecture ; saying,

Worthy Sir (or Brother) : Having thus, aa

-Grand Master of Masons, laid the foundation-

stone of this structure, I now dehver these im-

plements of your profession into your hands,

intrusting you with the superintendence and

direction of the work, having full confidence in

your skill and capacity to conduct the same.

The Grand Master ascends the platform, when an appro-

rjate Anthem may be sung.

Tho Grand Master then addresses the assembly as follows

Men and Brethren here assembled: Be it

known unto you, that we be lawful Masons, true

and faithful to the laws of our country, and
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engaged, by solemn obligations, to erect mag-

nificent buildings, to be serviceable to the breth-

ren, aiid to fear God, the Great Architect of the

Universe. We have among us, concealed from

the eyes of all men, secrets which cannot be

divulged, and which have never been found out;

but these secrets are lawful and honorable, and

not repugnant to the laws of God or man.

They were intrusted, in peace and honor, to the

Masons of ancient times, and having been faith-

fully transmitted to us, it is our duty to convey

them unimpaired to the latest posterity. Unless

our Craft were good, and our calling honorable,

we should not have lasted for so many centu-

ries, nor should we have been honored with the

patronage of so many illustrious men in all

ages, who have ever shown themselves ready to

promote our interests and defend us from all

adversaries. We are assembled here to-day in

the face of you all, to build a house, which we

pray God may deserve to prosper, by becoming

a place ofconcourse for good men, and promoting

harmony and brotherly love throughout the

world, till time shall be no more.

—

-Amen.

Response.—So mote it be

!
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A volQutury collectiou is tlien made by the Grand Stew<

ards among the Brethren for the needy workmen, and the

Bam collected is placed upon the stone by the Grand Treasurer.

The Grand Chaplaia then pronounces the foUowmg, or

Bome other suitable

BENEDICTION.
Glory be to God on higli, and on eartli peace,

and good-will toward men ! Loed, we most

heartily beseech thee with thy favor to behold

and bless this assemblage; pour down thy mercy,

like the dew that falls upon the mountains, upon

thy servants engaged in the solemn ceremonies

of this day. Bless, we pray thee, all the work

men who shall be engaged in the erection oi

this edifice; keep them from all forms of acci-

dents and harm; grant them in health and

prosperity to live; and finally, we hope, aftei

this life, through thy mercy, wisdom, and for-

giveness, to attain everlasting joy and felicity,

in thy bright mansion—in thy holy temple—not

made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

—

Amen.

Besponse.—So mote it be.

After which, the procession returns in the same order to

the place whence it set out, aud the Grand Lodge is closed

Krith the usual formalities.



DEDICATION OF MASONIC EALLS.

At tlie time appointed for tlie celebratioa of the ceremou)

ol dedication, tlie Giaad Master and his ofScers, accompanied

by the members of the Grand Lodge, meet in a convenient

room, near to tlie place where the ceremony 13 to be perform"

ed, and the Grand Lodge is opened in ample form.

The procession is then formed, under direction of the

Grand Marshal, when the Grand Lodge moves to the hall

to be dedicated, in the following order:

Music ;

Tiler, with drawn sword;

Stewards, with white rods;

Grand Secretaries;

Grand Treasurers;

A Past Master, bearing the Holy Writings, Square and

Compasses, supported by two Stewards, with rods;

Two Burning Tapers, borue by two Past Masters;

Chaplain and Orator;

Past Grand Wardens;

Past Deputy Grand Masters;

Past Grand Masters

The Globes;

Junior Grand Warden, carrying a silver vessel with corn;

Senior Grand Warden, carrying a silver vessel with wine;

Deputy Grand Master, carrying a golden vessel with oil;

The Lodge,

Covered with wiiite linen, carried by four Brethren;

Master of the oldest Lodge, carrying Book of Constitutions,'
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Grand Master,

Supported by two Deacons, with rods;

Grand Standard-Bearer;

Grand Sword-Bearer, with drawn swordj

Two Stewards, with white rods.

When the Grand Officers arrive at the center of the

Lodge-room, the Grand honors are given.

The Grand Officers thea repair to their respective stations.

The Lodge is placed in front of the altar, toward the East,

and the gold and silver vessels and lights are placed around it.

These arrangements being completed, the following or

some other appropriate Ode is sung:

Mas
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May Faitli, Hope, Cliarity, divine,

Here hold their undivided reign;

Friendship and Ilarmony combine

To soothe our cares—to banish pain.

May pity dwell within each breast,

Relief attend the suffering poor;

Thousands by this, our Lodge, be blest.

Till worth, distress'd, shall want no more.

The Master of the Lodge to which the hall to be dedicated

belongs, then rises, and addresses the Grand Master as follows;

Most Worshipful : The Bretliren of

Lodge, being animated with a desire to promote

tlie honor and interest of the Craft, have erected
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a Masonic Hall, for their convenience and accom-

modation. They are desirous that the same

should be examined by the Most Worshipful

Grand Lodge; and if it should meet their appro-

bation, that it be solemnly dedicated to Masonic

purposes, agreeably to ancient form and usage.

The Architect or Brother who has had the management

of the structure then addresses the Grand Master as follows:

Most Worshipful: Having been intrusted

mth the superintendence and management of

the workmen employed in the construction of

this edifice; and having, according to the best of

my abihty, accomphshed the task assigned me,

I now return my thanks for the honor of this

appointment, and beg leave to surrender up the

implements which were committed to my care,

when the foundation of tliis fabric was laid, (pre-

senting to the Qi'and Master the Square, Level, and

Plwnb), humbly hoping that the exertions which

have been made on this occasion will be crowned

with your approbation, and that of the Most

Worshipful Grand Lodge.

To which the Grand Master replies:

Brother Architect: The skiU and fidelity

displayed in the execution of the trust reposed
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m yon at the commencement of this undertaking,

have secured the entire approbation of the Grand

Lodge; and they sincerely pray that this edifico

may contioue a lasting monument of the tasto

Bpirit., and liberality of its founders.

The Deputy Grand Master tben rises, and says:

Most Worshipful: The haU in which we are

DOW assembled, and the plan upon which it has

been constructed, having met with your appro-

bation, it is the desire of the Fraternity that it

should be now dedicated, according to ancien*

form and usage.

The Lodge is thea uncovered, and a procession is mada

around it in the following form, during which solemn

music is played.

Grand Tiler, with drawn svyord;

Grand Sword-Bearer, with drawn sword.

Grand Standard-Bearcr;

A Past Master, with light;

A Past Master, with Bible, Square, and Compasees,

on a velvet cushion;

Two Past Masters, each with a light;

Giand Secretary and Treasurer, with emblems;

Grand Junior Warden, with vessel of corn;

Grand Senior Warden, with vessel of wine,-

Deputy Grand Master, with vessel of oil;

Grand Master;

13* Two Stewards, with rods.
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When the procession arrives at the East, it baits; tlw

mnsic ceases, and the Grand Chaplain makes the following

CONSECRATION PEATEK.

Almighty and ever-glorious and graciousLoed

God, Creator of all things, and Governor of every

thing thou hast made, mercifully look upon thy

Bervants, now assembled in thy name and in thy

presence, and bless and prosper all our works

begun, continued, and ended in thee. Graciously

bestow upon us Wisdom, in all our doings;

Strength of mind in all our difficulties, and the

Beauty of harmony and holiness in all our com-

munications and work. Let Faith be the

foundation of our Hope, and Charity the fruit

of our obedience to thy revealed wiU.

May all the proper work of our institutionthat

may be done in this house be such as thy wis-

dom may approve and thy goodness prosper.

And, finally, graciously be pleased, thou Sove-

reign Architect of the Universe, to bless the

Craft, wheresoever dispersed, and make them

true and faithful to thee, to their neighbor, and

to themselves. And when the time of our labor

Is drawing near to an end, and the pillar of our

strength is declining to the ground, graciously
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enable us to pass through the "valley of the

shadow of death," supported by thy rod and thy

staff, to those mansions beyond the skies where

love, and peace, and joy forever reign before thy

throne.

—

Amen.

Response.—So mote it be

!

All the other Brethren keep their places, and assist in

singing the Odr, which continues during the procession,

excepting only at the intervals of dedication.

ODE.

Musio
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The firsii procession being made around the Lodge, the

Grand Master having reached the East, the Grand Junior

Warden presents the vessel of corn to the G. Master; saying,

Most Worshipful: In the dedications of Ma.

Bonic Halls, it has been of immemorial custom

to pour corn upon the Lodge, as an emblem of



DEDIOA'nOS OP MABONIO HAIXS. 301

flourisliment. I, therefore, present you this

vessel of corn, to be employed by you according

to ancient usage.

The Grand Master then, striking thrice with hia Uiallet

pours the corn upon the Lodge; saying,

In the name of the great JEnovAH, to whom
be all honor and glory, I do solemnly dedicate

this hall to Feeemasonet.

The grand honors are given.

Bring with thee Vertub, brightest maidl

Bring Love, bring Truth, bring Fkiendship

While social Mirth shall lend her aid [here;

To soothe the wrinkled brow of Cake.

The second procession is then made aronnd the Lodge,

and the Grand Senior Warden presents the vessel of wine

to the Grand Master; saying,

Most Worshipful : Wine, the emblem of re-

freshment, having been used by our ancient

brethren in the dedication and consecration of

their Lodges, I present you this vessel of wine,
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to be used on the present occasion according to

ancient Masonic form.

The Grand Master then Bprinkles the wine upon the

Lodge; saying,

In the name of the holy Saints John, I do

solemnly dedicate this hall to Virtue.

The grand honors are twice repeated.

Bring Chaeitt! with goodness crowned,

Encircled in thy heavenly robe

!

Diffuse thy blessings all around,

To every corner of the Globe 1

The third procession is then made round the Lodge,

and the Deputy Grand Master presents the vessel of oil to

the Grand Master; saying,

Most Woeshipful : I present you, to be used

according to ancient custom, this vessel of oil,

an emblem of that joy which should animate

every bosom on the completion of every import-

• ant undertaking.

The Grand Master then sprinkles the oil upon the

Lodge; saying,
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In the name of the whole Fraternity, I do

Bolemnly dedicate this hall to Universal Benev-

olence.

The grand lionoi's are thrice repeated.

To Heaven's high Architect all praise,

All praise, all gratitude be given,

Who deigned the human soul to raise,

By mystic secrets, sprung from Heaven.

The Grand Chaplain, standing before the Lodge, then

makes the following

INVOCATION.
And may the Lord, the giver of every good

and perfect gift, bless the Brethren here assem-

bled, in all their lawful undertakings, and grant

to each one of them, in needful supply, tJie corn

()f nourishment, the wine of refreshment, and the

oil of joy.

—

Amen.

Response.—So mote it be.

The Lodge is then covered, and the Grand Master retires

to his chair.

The following or an appropriate original oration may then

, . be doliyered, and the ceremonies conclude with music:

Brethren : The ceremonies we have perform-

ed are not unmeaning rites, nor the amusing

pageants of an idle hour, but have a solemn
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and instructive import. Suffer me to point it

out to you, and to impress upon your minds the

ennobling sentiments they are so well adapted

to convey.

This Hall, designed and built by Wisdom, sup-

ported by Strength, and adorned in Beauty, we

are first to consecrate in the name of the great

Jehovah; which teaches us, in aU our works,

begun and finished, to acknowledge, adore, and

magnify him. It reminds us, also, in his fear

to enter the door of the Lodge, to put our trust

in him while passing its trials, and to hope in

bim for the reward of its labors.

Let, then, its altar be devoted to his service,

and its lofty arch resound with his praise ! May

the eye which seeth in secret witness here the

sincere and unaffected piety which withdraws

from the engagements of the world to silence

and privacy, that it may be exercised with less

interruption and less ostentation.

Our march round the Lodge reminds us of

the travels of human life, in which Masonry is

an enlightened, a safe, and a pleasant path. Its

tesselated pavement of Mosaic-work intimates

to us the chequered diversity and uncertainty
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of limnau affairs. Our step is time; oui pro

gression, eternity.

Following our ancient Constitutions, witli

mystic rites we dedicate this Hall to the honor

of Freemasonry.

Our best attachments are due to the Craft.

In its prosperity, we find our joy; and, in pay-

ing it honor, we honor ourselves. But its worth

transcends our encomiums, and its glory will

outsound our praise.

Brethren : it is our pride that we have our

names on the records of Freemasonry. May it

be our high ambition that they should shed a

luster on the immortal page

!

The Hall is also dedicated to Virtue.

This worthy appropriation wiU always be duly

regarded while the moral duties which our sub-

lime lectures inculcate, with affecting and im-

pressive pertinency, are cherished in our hearts

and illustrated in our lives.

As Freemasonry aims to enliven the spirit of

Philanthropy, and promote the cause of Charity,

BO we dedicate this Hall to Universal Benevo-

lence; in the assurance that every brother will

dedicate his affections and his abilities to the
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same generous purpose; that while he displays

a warm and cordial affection to those who are

oi the Fraternity, he will extend his benevolent

regards and good wisLes to the whole family of

mankind.

Such, my brethren, is the significant meaning

of the solemn rites we have just performed, be-

cause such are the peculiar duties of every

Lodge. I need not enlarge upon them now,

nor show how they diverge, as rays from a cen-

ter, to enlighten, to improve, and to cheer the

whole circle of life. Their import and their

application is familiar to you all. In their

knowledge and their exercise may you fuMll the

high purposes of the Masonic Institution

!

How many pleasing considerations, my breth-

ren, attend the present interview! While in

almost every other association of men, pohtical

animosities, contentions, and wars interrupt the

progress of Humanity and the cause of Benevo-

lence, it is our distinguished privilege to dwell

together in peace, and engage in plans to per-

fect individual and social happiness. While in

many other nations our Order is viewed by pol-

iticians with suspicion, and by the ignorant with



DEDICATION OP MASONIO HAIX8. 307

apprehension, in this country, its members are

too much respected, and its principles too -well

known, to make it the object of jealousy or

mistrust. Our private assemblies are unmo-

lested; and our public celebrations attract a

more general approbation of the Fraternity.

Indeed, its importance, its credit, and, we trust,

its usefulness, are advancing to a height un-

known in any former age. The present occasion

gives fresh evidence of the increasing afl'ection

of its friends; and this noble apartment, fitted

up in a style of such elegance and convenience,

does honor to Freemasonry, as well as reflects

the highest credit on the respectable Lodge for

whose accommodation and at whose expense it

is erected.

We offer our best congratulations to the Wor-

Bhipful Master, Wardens, OflBcers, and Members

of Lodge. We commend their zeal, and

hope it will meet with the most ample recom-

pense. May their Hall be the happy resort of

Piety, Virtue, and Benevolence ! May it be pro-

tected from accident, and long remain a monu-

ment of their attachment to Freemasonry ! May

their Lodge continue to flourish; their union to
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strengthe::; and their happiness to abound!

—

And when they, and we all, shall be removed

from the labors of the earthly Lodge, may we

be admitted to the brotherhood of the perfect,

in the building of God, the MsJl not made with

hands, eternal in the heavens 1

The Grand Lodge is again formed in procession, as at

first, returns to the room where it was opeaed, aad u

eioeed in ample form.



GRAND VISITATIONS.

The Grand Master, accompanied by the Grand Officers

should, at least once a year, or as ol'tea as he may deem
expedient, visit the Lodges under his juiisdiction, to make
the customary examinations. When this laudable duty

becomes impracticable, from the extent of jurisdiction and
large number of Lodges, the Grand Master may appoint

any one or more of his Grand Ofliccrs, who shall yisit and
inspect such Lodges as the Grand Master shall designate,

and make report to him of the result.

The following is the ceremony observed ou such occasions;

The Grand Secretary, by command of the Grand Master

or Presiding Grand OfBcer, notifies the Lodge of the

intended visit.

The Master opens his Lodge iu the third degree, and

places his Deacons at the sides of the door, with their

staves crossed. The Brethren arrange themselves in a line

from the door, on each side, to the Choir. The orders, borne

by some of the most respectable private Brethren, wait neai

the door, to walk before the Grand Master when they enter.

This being arranged in this manner, the Master deputes a

Past Master to escort the Grand Officers, who enter in the

following form:

Grand Marshalj

Grand Stewards;

Grand Pursuivant, with sword;

Two Grand Deacons;

Grand Treasurer and Secretary;

Grand Chaplain;
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Senior and Junior Grand Wardens;

Grand and Deputy Grand Masters;

Two Grand Deacons.

The Grand Tiler remains at the door.

They proceed up to the East, when they open to the right

»nd left, and the Grand Master passes through to the Chair;

they then close, and take their seats on the right of the

Master, who receives the Grand Master according to ancient

usage, with the private grand honors of Freemasonry, and

resigns to him the Chair and the Gavel, when the officers of

the Lodge resign their seats to the corresponding Grand

Officers. The Master then delivers to the Grand Master the

Warrant of Constitution, the Treasurer's and Secretary's

books, and a statement of the funds of the Lodge, for his

inspection. Having examined them, he expresses his appro-

bation, or makes such observations as the circumstances and

situation of the Lodge may require. The Grand Master

then resigns the Chair to the Worshipful Master, and the

Grand Officers leave their seats, and repair to the East.

Should the Grand Officers retire before the Lodge is closed,

Ihe game ceremony must be observed as at their entrance.
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Th« sei^Ieea herein arranged for the Bmial o» the Dead are

ldapt«4 for all the purposes for -which ceremonies ot that charactei

may be required. TLo arrangement is such that any portion ol

the service—eaon yi»rt being complete—may be used as occasion

requires. It is not expected that the whole ceremony will or can

be used at any one time. If the weather should be stormy, or the

body of the deceased taken, for interment, to a distance, where

it would be impossible for the brethren to attend, that portion

of tlie service set apart for the Lodge-room, or at the house ol

the deceased, may be perfonuod.



MASONIC FUNEML SERVICES:

PHEPABED BY

ROBERT MACOY,
LVTUOH OP THE MASONIC MANTAIj, BOOK OF THE ZX^DOE, TBUE UASOKIO

OUIDfi, FAST DEPUTY OILLND MAJ3TEB, OUAim EECOODEU, ETC.

The Ceremonies whicli are observed on the occasion ol

hinerals are higlily appropriate; they are performed as a

melancholy Masonic duty, and as a token of respect and

affection to the memory of a departed brother.

GENERAL DIRECTIONS.

I. No Fbeemason can be buried with the formalities

of the Fraternity, unless it be at his own request, or that

of some of his family, communicated to the Master ol

the Lodge of which he died a member; foreigners or

sojourners excepted; nor unless he has received the

Master Mason's degree, and from this restriction there

can be no exception.

n. Fellow-Crafts or Entered Apprentices are not en-

titled to these obsequies; nor can they be allowed to

unite, as Masons, in the funeral of a brother.

rn. No Lodge, or body of Masons, can unite in the

obsequies of a person not a Mason, without permission

of the Grand Master, or consent of the Grand Lodge.

IV. The Master of the Lodge, having received notice

of the death of a brother, (the deceased having attained

U 3



Sli GENERAL AHIltAN llt:20N.

to the degree of Master Mason,) and of his request to

be buried with the ceremonies of the Craft, fixes the

day and hour for the funeral, (unless previously arranged

by the friends or relatives of the deceased,) and issuea

his command to the Secretary to summon the Lodge.

He may invite as many Lodges as he may think proper,

and the members of those may accompany their of6.cera

in form; but the whole ceremony must be under the

direction of the Master of the Lodge of which the de-

ceased was a member.

V. Upon the death of a sojourner, who had express-

ed a wish to be buried with the Masonic ceremonies,

the duties prescribed in Article IV. will devolve upon
the Master of the Lodge within whose jurisdiction the

death may occur; and if in a place where there be more
than one Lodge, then upon the Master of the oldest

Lodge, unless otherwise mutually arranged.

VL "Whenever civic societies, or the military, may
unite with Masons in the burial of a Mason, the body ol

the deceased must be in charge of the Lodge having

jurisdiction. The Masonic services should in all respects

bi) conducted as if none but Masons were iu attendance.

VTL If the deceased was a Grand or Past Grand
officer, the officers of the Grand Lodge should be invited;

when the Master of the Lodge having jurisdiction, wUl
invite the Grand officer present who has attained the

highest rank to conduct the burial service.

Vm. The pall-bearers should be Masons, selected by
the Master. If the deceased was a member of a Chapter,

Commandery, or Consistory, a portion of the paU-bearers
should be taken from these bodies severally.
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IX. The proper clothing for a Masonic funeral is a

black hat, black or dark clothes, black neck-tie, white

gloves, and a plain square white linen or lambskin apron,

with a band of black crape around the left arm, above

the elbow, and a sprig of evergreen on the left breaEt

The Master's gavel, the Wardens' columns, the Deacons

and Stewards' rods, the Tiler's sword, the Bible, the Book
of Constitutions, and the Marshal's baton, should be

trimmed with black crape, neatly tied with white ribbon.

The officers of the Lodge should, and Past Masters and

Grand Officers may, wear their official jewels.

X. While the body is lying in the coffin, there should

be placed upon the latter a plain white lambskin apron.

XI. If a Past or Present Grand Master, Deputy Grand

Master, or Grand Warden, shoidd join the procession of

a private Lodge, proper attention must be paid to them.

They take place after the Master of the Lodge. Two
Deacons, with white rods, should be appointed by the

Master to attend a Grand Warden; and when the Grand

Master or Deputy Grand Master is present, the Book of

Constitutions should be borne before him, a Sword-

Bearer should foUow, and the Deacons, with white rods,

on his right and left.

Xn. When the head of the procession shall have

aiTived at the place of interment, or where the services

are to be performed, the lines should be opened, and

the highest officer in rank, preceded by the Marsha]

and Tiler pass through, and the others foUow in order.

Xm. Upon arriving at the entrance of the cemetery,

the brethren should march in open order to the tomb or

grave. If the body is to be placed in the former, the Tiler
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should take his place in front of the open door, and the

lines be spread so as to form a circle. The coffin should

be deposited in the circle, and the Stewards and Dea-

cons should cross their rods over it. The bearers should

thke their places on either side—the mourners at the

foot of the coffin, and the Master and other officers at

the head. After the coffin has been placed in the tomb,

the Stewards should cross their rods over the door, and

the Deacons over the Master.—If the body is to be de-

posited in the earth, the circle should be formed around

the grave, the body being placed on rests over it; the

Stewards should cross their rods over the foot, and the

Deacons the head, and retain their places throughout

the services.

XTV. After the clergymen shall have performed the

religious services of the Church, the Masonic services

should begin.

XV. "When a number of Lodges join in a funeral pro-

eession, the position of the youngest Lodge is at the head

or right of the procession, and the oldest at the end or

left-, excepting that the Lodge of which deceased was a

member walks nearest the corpse.

XVI. The procession must return to the Lodge-roon

in the same order in which it marched to the grave.

XVn. A Lodge in procession is to be strictly undei

the discipline of the Lodge-room; therefore, no brother

can enter the procession or leave it without express

permission from the Master, conveyed through the

Marshal.

6
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SEEYIOE
IN THE

JL O r> QE-R O O M.
The brethren having assembled at the Lodge-room,

the Lodge will be opened briefly in the third degree;

the purpose of the communication must be stated; and

remarks upon the character of the deceased may be

made by the Master and brethren, when the service will

commence—aU the brethren to stand:

Master. What man is he that Hveth, and

shall not see death? Shall he deliver his soul

from the hand of the grave ?

Sen. War. His days are as grass; as a flower

of the field, so he flourisheth.

Jun. War. For the wind passeth over it, and

it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it

no more.

Master. Where is now our departed Brother?

Sen. War. He dweUeth in night; he sojourn-

eth in darkness.

Jun War. Man walketh in a vain shadow;

he heapeth up riches, and cannot tell who shall

gather them.

Master. When he dieth, he shall carry nothing

away; his glory shall not descend after him.
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Sen. War. For he brought nothing into the

world, and it is certain he can carry nothing out

Jun. War. The Loed gave, and the Lord hath

laken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.

Master. The Lord is merciful and gracious,

slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.

Sen. War. God is our salvation; our glory,

and the rock of our strength; and our refuge is

in God.

Jun. War. He hath not dealt with us after

our sins, nor rewarded us according to our

iniquities.

Master. Can we offer any precious gift accept-

able in the sight of the Lord to redeem our

brother ?

Sen. War. W« are poor and needy. "We are

without gift or ransom.

Jun. War. Be merciful unto us, Lord, be

merciful unto us; for we trust in thee. Our

hope and salvation are in thy patience. Where

else can we look for mercy?

Master. Let us endeavor to live the life of the

righteous, that our last end may be like his.

Sen. War. The Lord is gracious and right-

eous; yea, our God is merciful.

8
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Jan. War. God is our God for ever and ever;

Lie wDl be our guide, even unto death.

Mader. Shall our brother's name and virtues

be lost upon the earth forever?

Response iy the Brethren. We will remember

and cherish them in our hearts.

Master. I heard a voice from heaven, saying

unto me, "Write, from henceforth blessed are

the dead who die in the Lord ! Even so, saith

the Spirit; for they rest from their labors."

Here the Master will take the sAcnED noLL,* on which

have been inscribed the name, age, date of initiation or

affiliation, date of death, and any matters that may be

interesting to the brethren; and shall read the same

aloud, and shaU then say,

Almighty Father! in thy hands we leave,

with humble submission, the soul of our depart-

ed brother.

Response. Amen! So mote it be!

The grand honorsf should then be given three truces;

the brethren to respond each time

—

The will of God is accomplished.

—

Amen So

mote it be

!

* A sheet of parchmeiii or paper, prepared for the pnrpose.

t ^ note, p. 336
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The Master should then deposit the boll in the

archives of the Lodge.

The following or some other appropriate Hymn may

be Sling:

Atb—Salerma. 0. M.

1st.
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Behold the emblem of thy state

In flowers that bloom and die;

Or in the shadow's fleeting form.

That mocks the gazer's eye.

Determined are the days that fly

Successive o'er thy head;

The number'd hour is on the wing,

That lays thee with the dead.

Great God, afflict not, in thy wrath,

The short allotted span

That bounds the few and weary days

Of pilgrimage to man.

The Master or Chaplain will repeat the following oi

some other appropriate Prayer:

Almighty and Heavenlt Father—infinite m
wisdom, mercy, and goodness—extend to us the

riches of thy everlasting grace. Thou alone art

a refuge and help in trouble and affliction. In

this bereavement we look to thee for support

and consolation. May we believe that death

hath no power over a faithful and righteous

Boul! May we believe that, though the dust

returneth to the dust as it was, the spirit goeth

unto thyself. As we mourn the departure of a

brother beloved from the circle of our Frater-

nity, may we trust that he hath entered into a

higher brotherhood, to engage in nobler duties
14* 11
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and in heavenly woi-k, to find rest from earthly

labor, and refreshment from earthly care. May

thy peace abide within us, to keep us from all

evil! Make us grateful for present benefits,

and crown us with immortal life and honor.

—

And to thy name shall be all the glory for-

ever.

—

Amen.

Response. So mote it be.

A procession should then be formed, which will pro-

ceed to the church or the house of the deceased, in the

toUowing order:

Tiler, with di-awn sword;

Stewards, with white rods;

Master Masons;

Secretary and Treasurer;

Senior and Junior Wardens;

Past Masters;

The Holy Bible,

On a cushion, covered with black cloth, carried by tho oldoBt

member of the Lodge.

The Master,

Supported by two Deacons, with white rods.

Wheii the head of the procession arrives at the en-

trance of the building, it should halt and open to the

right and left, forming two poraUel lines, when the

Marshal, with the Tiler, will pass through the lines to

end, and escort the Master or Grand Officer into the

house, the brethren closing in and following, thus re-

versing the order of procession— the brethren with

heads uncovered.

12



SEEVICE
AT THE

CDDRCH OK THE HOUSE OF THE DECEASED.

After the religious services have been perfoi-med.^thc

Master vnll take his station at the head of the coffin,

the Senior "Warden on his right, the Junior Warden on

his left; the Deacons and Stewards, with white rods

crossed, the former at the head and the latter at the foot

of the coffin; the brethren forming a circle around all,

when the Masonic service will commence by the Chap-

lain or Master repeating the following or some other

appropriate Prayee, in which all the brethren will join-

Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be

thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be

done in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this

day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the

glory, for ever.

—

Amen.

3fa.iter. Brethren, we are called upon by the

imperious mandate of the dread messenger

Death, against whose free entrance within

the circle of our Fraternity the barred doors

and Tiler's weapon offer no impediment, t(j

13
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mourn the loss of one of our companions. The

dead body of our beloved Brother A
B lies in its narrow house before us^

overtaken by that fate which must sooner or

later overtake us aU; and which no power or

station, no virtue or bravery, no wealth oi

honor, no tears of friends or agonies of rela«

tives can avert; teaching an impressive lesson,

continually repeated, yet soon forgotten, that

every one of us must ere long pass through the

valley of the shadow of death, and dwell in the

house of darkness.

Sen. War. In the midst of life we are in

death; of whom may we seek for succor but

of thee, Lord, who for our sins art justly

displeased. Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets

of our hearts; shut not thy merciful ears to our

prayer.

Jun. War. Lord, let me know my end, and

the number of my days; that I may be certified

how long I have to live.

Master. Man that is born of woman is of few

days and full of trouble. He cometh forth aa

a flower, and is cut down; he fleeth also as

a shadow, and continueth not. Seeing his days

are determined, the number of his months are
14
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With thee, thou hast appointed his bounds that

he cannot pass; turn from him that he may

rest, till he shall accomphsh his day. For there

is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it wiU

sprout again, and that the tender branch there-

of wiU not cease. But man dieth and wasteth

away; yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where

is he ? As the waters fkil from the sea, and the

flood decayeth and drieth up, so man heth

down, and riseth not up till the heavens shall

be no more.

Sen. War. Our life is but a span long, and

the days of our pilgrimage are few and full

of evil.

Jun. War. So teach us to number our days,

that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.

Master. Man goeth forth to his work and to

his labor until the evening of his day. The

labor and work of our brother are finished. As

it hath pleased Almighty God to take the soul

of our departed brother, may he find mercy in

the great day when all men shall be judged ac-

cording to the deeds done in the body. "We

must walk in the light while we have Hght; for

the darkness of death may come upon us, at a

time when we may not be prepared. Take heed,
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therefore, watch and pray; for ye know not

when the time is; ye know not when the Mas-

ter Cometh, at .even; at midnight, or in the

morning. We should so regulate our lives by

the line of rectitude and truth, that in the even-

ing of our days we may be found worthy to be

called from labor to refreshment, and duly pre-

pared for a translation from the terrestrial to

the celestial Lodge, to join the Fraternity of the

spirits of just men made perfect.

Sen. War. Behold, Lord, we are in distress

!

Our hearts are turned within us; there is none

to comfort us; our sky is darkened with clouds,

and mourning and lamentations are heard

among us.

Jun. War. Our life is a vapor that appeareth

for a little while, and then vanisheth away. All

flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the

flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the

flower thereof falleth away.

Master. It is better to go to the house of

mourning than to go to the house of feasting;

for that is the end of all men; and the living

will lay it to his heart.

Response ly all the Brethren. So mote it be,

16
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Then may be sung the following or some other appro-

priate Hymn:

MAOML—0. M. Db. L. uaioii.

-r^-^^S^ 1 [S pl_^ n-r-P1

f_j art Tenor.

Here Death bis sa - ored seal hath set, Ou
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,
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bright and by - gone hours ; The dead we mourn are
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with us yet, And—more than ev er— ours !

gS^=^ :c2i

Ours, by the pledge of love and faith;

By hopes of heaven on high;

By trust, triumphant over death,

In immortality!

The dead are like the stars by day,

Withdi-awn from mortal eye;

Yet holding uniierceived their way
Through the unclouded sky.

17
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Bj them, through holy hope and love,

We feel, in hours serene.

Connected with the Lodge above.

Immortal and unseen.

The Master or Chaplain Avill repeat the following oi

some other appropriate Prayee:

Most (tlorious God ! author of all good, and

giver of all mercy! pour down thy blessings

upon us, and strengthen our solemn engage-

ments with the ties of sincere affection! May
the present instance of mortaUty remind us of

our approaching fate, and draw our attention

toward thee, the only refuge in time of need!

that when the awful moment shall arrive, that

we are about to quit this transitory scene, the

enlivening prospect of thy mercy may dispel

the gloom of death; and after our departure

hence in peace and in thy favor, we may be

received into thine everlasting kingdom, to

enjoy, in union with the souls of our departed

friends, the just reward of a pious and virtuous

life.

Response. So mote it be.

If the remains of the deceased are to be removed to

a distance where the brethren cannot follow to perform
the ceremonies at the grave, the procession will return
to the Lodge-room or disperse, as most convenient.

18
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When the solemn rites of the dead are to be per-

formed at the grave, the procession should be formed,

Bnd proceed to the place of interment iq the following

order-

TUer, with drawn sword;

Stewards, with white rods;

Musicians,

If they are Masons, otherwise they follow the TiIbt;

J Master Masons;

B Secretary and Treasurer;

^ Senior and Junior Wardens;
S Past Masters;

The Holy Writings,

On a cushion, covered with black cloth, carried by the oldest

member of the Lodge;

The Master,

Supported by two Deacons, with white rods;

Officiating Clergy;

with the insignia ^^^ placed thereon;

Pall-beai-ers; vWg Pall-bearers;

Mourners.

It the deceased was a member of a Royal Arch Chapter

and a Commandery of Knights Templar, and members

of those bodies should unite in the procession, clothed aa

such, the former wUl follow the Past Masters, and the

latter will act as an escort or guard of honor to the

«ioips6, outside the Pall bearers, marching in the form of

19
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a triaugle; the of&cers of the Commandery forming the

base of the triangle, -with the Eminent Commander in

the center.

"When the processicn has arrived at the place of inter-

ment, the members of the Lodge should form a circle

around the grave; when the Master, Chaplain, and other

OiBeers of the acting Lodge, take their position at the

head of the grave, and the mourners at the foot.

After the Clergyman has performed the religious ser-

vice of the Church, the Masonic service should begin.

The Chaplain rehearses the following or some other

appropriate Pr4.tee:

Almighty and most merciful Father, we adore

thee as the God of time and eternity. As it

has pleased thee to take from the hght of our

abode one dear to our hearts, we beseech thee

to bless and sanctify unto us this dispensation

of thy providence. Inspire our hearts with wis-

dom from on high, that we may glorify thee in

all our ways. May we realize that thine all-

seoing eye is upon us and be influenced by th«j

80
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spirit of truth and love to perfect obcdieuce—

that we may enjoy the divine approbation here

below. And when our toils on earth shall have

ended, may we be raised to the enjoyment of

fadeless light and immortal life in that king-

dom where faith and hope shall end—and love

and joy prevail through eternal ages. And

thine, righteous Father, shall be the glcvy

forever.

—

Amen,

Response.—So mote it be.

The following exhortation is then given by the Master:

Brethren : The solemn notes that betoken

the dissolution of this earthly tabernacle, have

again alarmed our outer door, and another

spirit has been summoned to the land where

our fathers have gone before us. Again we are

called to assemble among the habitations of the

dead, to behold the "narrow house appointed

for all living." Here, around us, in that peace

which the world cannot give or take away, sleep

the unnumbered dead. The gentle breeze fai.a

their verdant covering, they heed it not ; the

sunshine and the storm pass over them, and they

are not disturbed; stones and lettered monu-

ments sjinbolize the affection of surviving
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friends, yet no sound proceeds from them, save

that silent but thrilling admonition, "Seek ye

the narrow path and the straight gate that lead

unto eternal life."

We are again called upon to consider the un-

certainty ofhuman life; the immutable certainty

of death, and the vanity of all human pursuits

Decrepitude and decay are written upon every

living thing. The cradle and the coffin stand

in juxtaposition to each other; and it is a mel-

ancholy truth, that so soon as we begin to hve,

that moment also we begin to die. It is passing

strange that, notwithstanding the daily memen-

tos of mortality that cross our path; notwith-

standing the funeral beU so often toUs in our

ears, and the "mournful procession" gg about

our streets, that we will not more seriously

consider our approaching fate. We go on from

design to design, add hope to hope, and lay out

plans for the employment of many years, until

we are suddenly alarmed at the approach of

the Messenger of Death, at a moment when we

least expect him, and which we probably con-

clude to be the meridian of our existence.

What, then, are all the externals of human
dignity, the power of wealth, the dreams of
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ambition, the pride of intellect, or the cliarms

of beauty, when Nature has paid her just debt?

Fix your eyes on the last sad scene, and view

iife stript of its ornaments, and exposed in its

natural meanness, and you must be persuaded

of the utter emptiness of these delusions. In

the grave, all fallacies are detected, aU ranks are

leveled, all distinctions are done away. Here

the scepter of the prince and the staff of the

beggar are laid side by side.

While we drop the sympathetic tear over the

grave of our deceased brother, let us cast around

his foibles, whatever they may have been, the

hroad mantle of Masonic charity, nor withhold

from his memory the commendation that his

virtues claim at our hands. Perfection on earth

has never yet been attained; the wisest, as well

as the best of men, have gone astray. Suffer,

then, the apologies of human nature to plead

for him who can no longer plead for himself.

Our present meeting and procedings wiU have

been vain and useless, if they fail to excite our

serious reflections, and strengthen our resolu-

tions of amendment. Be then persuaded, my

brethren, by this example, of the uncertainty

of human life—of the unsubstantial nature of

23.
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all its pursuits, and no longer postpone the all-

important concern of preparing for eternity,

Let us each embrace the present moment, and

while time and opportunity permit, prepare

with care for that great change which we all

know must come, when the pleasures of the

world shall cease to delight, and be as a poison

to our lips; and while we may enjoy the happy

reflection of a well-spent life in the e sercise of

piety and virtue, will yield the only coiafort and

consolation. Thus shall our hopes be not frus-

trated, nor we hurried unprepared into the pres-

ence of that all-wise and powerful Judge, to

whom the secrets of all hearts are known. Let

us resolve to maintain with sincerity the dig-

nified character of our profession. May oui*

faith be evinced in a correct moral walk and

deportment; may our hope be bright as the

glorious mysteries that will be revealed here-

after; and our charity boundlesij as the wants

of our fellow-creatures. And having faithfully

discharged the great duties which we owe to

God, to our neighbor, and ourselves; when at

last it shall please the Grand Master of the

universe to summon us into his eternal pres-

ence, may the trestle-board of our whole lives

24
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pass such inspection that it may be given unto

each of us to "eat of the hidden manna," and

to receive the "v^hite stone with a new name,"

that will insure perpetual and unspeakable hap-

piness at his right hand.

The Master then (presenting the apron) continues:

The lambskin, or white apron, is the emblem

of innocence and the badge of a Mason. It is

more ancient than the Golden Fleece or Roman

Eagle; more honorable than the Star and Garter

when worthily worn.

The Master then deposits it in the grava

This emblem I now deposit in the grave of

our deceased brother. By it we are reminded

of the universal dominion of Death. The arm

of Friendship cannot interpose to prevent his

coming; the wealth of the world cannot pur-

chase our release; nor will the innocence of

youth, or the charms of beauty propitiate his

purpose. The mattock, the coffin, and the mel-

ancholy grave, admonish us of our mortality,

and that, sooner or later, these frail bodies must

moulder in their parent dust.

The Master (holding the evergreen) continues:

25
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This evergreen, which once marked the tem-

porary resting-place of the illustrious dead, ia

an emblem of our faith in the immortahty of

the soul. By this we are reminded that we

have an immortal part within us, that shall sur-

vive the gi'ave, and which shall never, never,

NEVER, die. By it we are admonished that,

though, like our brother, whose remains lie be-

fore us, we shall soon be clothed in the habih-

ments of Death, and deposited in the silent

tomb, yet, through our belief in the mercy of

God, we may confidently hope that our souls

will bloom in eternal spring. This, too, I de-

posit in the grave, with the exclamation, "Alas,

my brother !

"

The brethren then move in procession around the

place of interment, and seterally drop the sprig of ever-

green into the grave; after which, the public grand

honors* are given.

* The grand honors practiced among Masons during the buiiol

ceremonies, either in public or private, are given in the following

manner: Both arins are crossed on the breast, the left uppermost,

and the open palms of the hands striking the shoulders; they are

then raised above the head, the palms striking each other, and then

made to fall sharply on the thighs, with the head bowed. This ia

repeated three times. While the honors are being given the third

time, the brethren audibly pronounce the following words—when

the arms are crossed on the breast:—"We cherish his memorj

hero;" when the hands are extended above the head—"We com

mend his spirit to God who gave it;" and when the hands are ex

tended toward the ground—"And consign his body to the eartlu"

9B
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The Master then continues the ceremony:

From time immemorial, it has been tlie cus-

tom among the Fraternity of Free and Accepted

Masons, at the request of a brother, to accom-

pany his remains to the place of interment, and

there to deposit them with the usual formalities.

In conformity to this usage, and at the re-

quest of our deceased brother, whose memory

we revere, and whose loss we now deplore, we

have assembled in the character of Masons, to

offer up to his memory, before the world, the

last tribute of our affection; thereby demonstrat-

ing the sincerity of our past esteem for him, and

our steady attachment to the principles of the

Order.

The Great Creator having been pleased, out of

his infinite mercy, to remove our brother from

the cares and troubles of this transitory existence,

to a state of endless duration, thus severing

another link from the fraternal chain that binds

us together; may we, who survive him, be more

strongly cemented in the ties of union and

friendship ; that, during the short space allotted

us here, we may wisely and usefully employ our

time; and in the reciprocal intercourse of kind

and friendly acts, mutually promote the welfare
15 -27
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and happiness of each other. Unto the grave

we have consigned the body of our deceased

brother; earth to earth {earth being sprinkled on

the coffin), ashes to ashes, (more earth), dust to

dust, (more earth); there to remain till the

trump shall sound on the resurrection morn.

We can cheerfully leave him in the hands of a

Being, who has done all things well; who is

glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing

wonders.

To those of his immediate relatives and friends,

who are most heart-stricken at the loss we have

all sustained, we have but little of this world's

consolation to offer. "We can only sincerely,

deeply, and most affectionately sympathize with

them in their afflictive bereavement. But we

can say, that He who tempers the wind to the

shorn lamb, looks down with infinite compas-

sion upon the widow and fatherless, in the hour

of their desolation; and that the Great Architect

will fold the arms of his love and protection

around those who put their trust in him.

Then let us improve this solemn warning that

at last, when the sheeted dead are stirring, when

the great white throne is set, we shall receive

from the Omniscient Judge, the thrilling invita-
28
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tion, Come, ye blessed, inlierit the kingdom pre-

pared for you from the foundation of the world

The follomng, or some other suitable Ode, may be

sung:

SCOTLAND.

Airangsd from Dr. Culbe, by Br. liB. B. Tatlob.
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Thou art gone to the grave; but 'twere wrong to deplore

thee,

When God was thy trust and thy guardian and guide:

He gave tJiee, he took thee, and soon will restore thee

In the blest Lodge above where the faithful abide.

Or this:

PLETEL'S HYMN.
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Mortals, now indulge a tear,

For Mortality is here I

See how wide her trophies wave

O'er the slumbers of the grave I

Here another guest we bring;

Seraphs of celestial wing,

,To our fun'ral altar come,

Waft our fi-iend and brother homo.

There, enlarged, thy soul shall see

What was vailed in mystery;

Heavenly glories of the place

Show his Maker face to face.

LoKD of all ! below—above

—

Fill our hearts with truth and love;

When dissolves our earthly tie.

Take us to thy Lodge on high.

The semce may be concluded with the following or

some other suitable Pbayek:

Most Glorious God, author of all good and

giver of all mercy, pour down thy blessings

upon us and strengthen our solemn engagements

with the ties of sincere affection. May the

present instance of mortality remind us of our

own approaching fate, and, by drawing our at-

tention toward thee, the only refuge in time of

need, may we be induced so to regulate our

conduct here, that when the awful moment
83
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shall arrive, at wliich we must quit this transi-

tory scene, the enlivening prospect of thy mercy

may dispel the gloom of death; and that aftCi

our departure hence in peace and thy favor,

we may be received into thine everlasting king-

dom, and there join in union with our friend,

and enjoy that uninterrupted and unceasing

felicity which is allotted to the souls of just men

made perfect.

—

Amen.

Response. So mote it be.

Master. The will of God is accomplished.

Response. So mote it be.

Master. From dust wc came, and unto dust

we must return.

Response. May wc all be recompensed at the

resurrection of the just.

—

Amen.

Thus tlie service ends, and the in-ocession will return

in foi-m to the place whence it set out, where the neces-

sary business of Masonry should be renewed. The

insignia and ornaments of the deceased, if an officer

of a Lodge, are to be retm-ned to the Master, with the

usual ceremonies, and the Lodge will be closed ki

form.

93



EEGUUTIONS FOR PROCESSIONS.

When the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, oi

eilher of the Grand Wardens, joins the procession of a

privrate Lodge, proper respect is to be paid to the rank

of that officer. His position will be immediately before

the Master and Wardens of the Lodge, and two Deacons

will be appointed to attend him.

When the Grand or Deputy Grand Master is present,

the Book of Constitutions will be borne before him.

The honor of carrj-ing this book belongs of right to the

Master of the oldest Lodge in the jurisdiction, when-

ever he is present. The Book of Constitutions must

never be borne in a procession unless the Grand or

Deputy Grand Master be present.

In entering public buildings, the Bible, Square, and

Compasses, and the Book of Constitutions, are to be

placed in front of the Grand Master, and the Grand

Marshal and Grand Deacons must keep near him.

When a procession faces inward, the Deacons and

Stewards will cross their rods, so as to form an arch for

the brethren to pass beneath.

Marshals are to walk or ride on the left flank of a

procession. The appropriate costume of a Marshal is a

cocked hat, sword and scarf, with a baton in his hand.

The color of the scarf -must be blue in the procession of a

Subordinate Lodge, and purple in that of the Grand
Lodge.

All processions will return in the same order in which
they set out

The post of honor in a Masonic procession is always
in the rear.
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PREFACE.

In the performance of the ceremonies of a Lodge ol

SoiTow, it should be understood that the ritual, although

necessarily of a funereal character, differs essentially

from the olfice for the burial of the dead.

In the latter case, we are in the actual presence of the

deceased, and engaged in the last rites of affection and

respect for one who has been our companion in life, and

whose mortal remains we are about to consign to the

last resting-place, amid the tears of sm-viving fi-iends,

and under the peculiar influences which attach to the

rites of sepulture and the final earthly farewell to one

who, but a few hours previous, could respond to our

questions, and exchange with us the signs of the Living.

We are then called to consider the " mattock, the spade,

the coffin, and the melancholy gi-ave," in aU their gloomy

reality, and to reflect that the hour must soon oe tolled

"when we, too, shall be clothed in the habiliments ol

death, and deposited in the voiceless tomb."

The Lodge of Sorrow, on the contrary, is intended to

celebrate the memory of oui" dej^arted brethren; and

while we thus recall to our rocoUection their virtues,

and temper anew our resolutions so to live, that, when

we shall have passed the silent portals, our memories

may be cherished with grateful remembrance, we learn

to look upon death from a more elevated point of view;

to see in it the wise and necessai-y transition fi-om the

trials and imperfections of this world, to the perfect life

for which our transient journey here has been the school

and the preparation. We thus leam " that the soul is
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the whole of man; that for it to be born, is really to ilie,

that earth is but its place of exUe, and heaven its native

land."

In the preparation of the following ritual, it has been

sought to typify the inevitable necessity of death; the

gloom and sorrow that attend the " last of earth," and

surround " the narrow house appointed for aU living,"

and the consoling fact of the immortality of the soul

and the resun-ection to a new and true hfe, where sor-

row and tears have no place.

Guided by these views in the accomplishment of our

task, and aided by the use of rituals from Grermany,

France, and England, it is believed that the work now
submitted vrill supply a want long felt by the brethren

in the United States, and enable them to conduct the

solemn exercises of such occasions with dignity and

propriety.

Vocal and instrumental music are indispensable to

the proper effect of the ceremony.

Brethren should wear dark clothing, and no insignia

but the white lambskin apron and white gloves.

Finally, we desire to add, that there is no good reason

for any attempt at secrecy in the ceremonies of Sorrow

Lodges; but that, on the other hand, they ma;y be held

in churches or public haUs, or in the presence ot friends

at the lodge-room, with benefit to all concerned. This,

however, wUl necessarily be subject to the wwhes qS tho

brethren themselves.
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LODGE OF SORROW.

PEEPAEATION OF THE TTALL.

I. The Lodge-room should be appropriately diaped

in black, and the several stations covered with the same

emblem of mourning.

n. On the Master's pedestal is a skull and lighted

taper.

ni. In the center of the room is placed the cata-

falque, which consists of a rectangular platform, about

six feet long nj four wide, on which are two smaUei

platforms, so that three steps are represented. On the

third one should be an elevation of convenient hight, on

which is placed an urn. The platform should be di-aped

in black, and a canopy of black drapery may be raised

over the urn.

rV. At each comer of the platform will be placed a

oandlestick, bearing a lighted taper, and near it, facing

the East, wiLL be seated a brother, provided with an

extinguisher, to be used at the proper time.

V. During the first part of the ceremonies the lights

In the room should bum dimly.

VL Arrangements should be made to enable the light

to be increased to bri^Uancy at the appropriate poini

in the ceremony.
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VIL On the catafalque will be laid a pair oi white

gloves, a lambskin apron, and, if the deceased brothel

had been an officer, the appropriate insignia of his office.

Vm. Where the Lodge is held in memory of several

brethren, shields bearing their names are placed around

the catafalque.

OPENING THE LODGE.

The several officers being in their places, and the

brethren seated, the Master will call up the Lodge,

and say,

Master. Brother Senior Warden: For what

purpose are we assembled?

Senior Warden. To honor the memory of

those brethren whom death hath taken from

us; to contemplate our own approaching dis-

solution; and, by the remembrance of immor-

tality, to raise our souls above the considerations

of this transitory existence.

Master. Brother Junior Warden: What sen-

timents should inspire the souls of Masons on

occasions like the present?

Junior Warden. Calm sorrow for the absence

of our brethren who have gone before us;

earnest solicitude for our own eternal welfare ,

and a firm faith and reliance upon the wisdom
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and goodness of the Great Architect of the

Universe.

Master. Brethren: Commending these senti-

ments to your earnest consideration, and in-

voking your assistance in the solemn ceremonies

about to take place, I declare this Lodge of

Sorrow opened.

The Chaplain or Master will then offer the following

or some other suitable Pkayer:

Grand Architect of the Universe, in whose

holy sight centuries are but as days, to whose

omniscience the past and the future are but as

one eternal present ; look down upon thy chil-

dren, who still wander among the delusions of

time—who still tremble with dread of dissolu-

tion, and shudder at the mysteries of the future;

look down, we beseech thee, from thy glorious

and eternal day into the dark night of our error

and presumption, and suffer a ray of thy divine

hght to penetrate into our hearts, that in them

may awaken and bloom the certainty of life,

reliance upon thy promises, and assuranco of a

place at thy right hand.

—

Amen.

Response. So mote it be.
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Tlie following or some other appropriate Ode maj

here be sung:

Music by Db. Lovell Mason, arranged for four Tolcea, by T. S. NEDn&u.

-1 1 \-
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Broth - er, thou art gone to rest ; We

ife
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The Master (taking the skull in his hand) will then say,

Brethren: In tlio midst of life we are in

death, and the wisest cannot know what a day

may bring forth. We live but to see those we

love passing away into the silent land.

Bohold this emblem of mortality, once the

abode of a spirit like our own: beneath this

mouldering canopy once shone the bright and

bu'jy eye: within this hollow cavern once played

the ready, swift, and tuneful tongue; and now,

sightless and mute, it is eloquent only in the

lessons it teaches us.

Think of those brethren who, but a few days

since, were among us in all the pride and power

of life; bring to your minds the remembrance

of their wisdom, their strength, and their beau-

ty; and then reflect that "to this complexion

have they come at last;" think of yourselves,

thus will you be when the lamp of your brief

existence has burned out. Think how soon

death, for you, will be a reality. Man's life is

like a flower, which blooms to-day, and to-mor-

row is faded, cast aside, and trodden under foot.

The most of us, my brethren, are fast approach-

ing, or have already passed the meridian of life;
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our sun is setting in the West, and, oh ! how

much more swift is the passage of our declining

years than when we started upon the journeyi

and beheved—as the young are too apt to be-

lieve—that the roseate hues of the rising sun

of our existence were always to be continued.

When we look back upon the happy days of

our childhood, when the dawning intellect first

began to exercise its powers of thought, it

seems as but yesterday, and that, by a simple

effort of the will, we could put aside our man-

hood, and seek again the loving caresses of a

mother, or be happy in the possession of a

bauble; and could we now realize the idea that

our last hour had come, our whole earthly life

would seem but as the space of time from yes-

terday until to-day. Centuries upon centuries

have rolled away behind us; before us stretches

out an eternity of years to come; and on the

narrow boundary between the past and the

present flickers the puny taper we term our life.

When we came into the world, we knew na,ugbt

of what had been before us; but, as we grew

up to manhood, we learned of the past; we saw

the flowers bloom as they had bloomed for cen-
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turies; we beheld the orbs of day and night

pursuing their endless course among tlie stars,

as they had pursued it from the birth of light;

we learned what men had thought, and said,

and done, from the beginning of the world to

our day ; but only through the eye of faith can

we behold what is to come hereafter, and only

through a firm reliance upon the Divine prom-

ises can we satisfy the yearnings of an immortal

soul. The cradle speaks to us of remembrance

—

the coffin of hope, of a blessed trust in a never-

ending existence beyond the gloomy portals of

the tomb.

Let these reflections convince us how vain

are aU the wranglings and bitterness engendered

by the collisions of the world ; how httle in

dignity above the puny wranglings of ants over

a morsel of food or for the possession of a

square inch of soil.

What shall survive us ? Not, let us hope,

the petty strifes and bickerings, the jealousies

and heart-burnings, the small triumphs and

mean advantages we have gained, but rather

the noble thoughts, the words of truth, the

works of mercy and justice, that ennoble and
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light up the existence of every honest man,

howe'er humble, and live for good when his

body, like this remnant of mortality, is mould-

ering in its parent dust.

Let the proud and the vain consider how soon

the gaps are filled that are made in society by

those who die around them ; and how soon time

heals the wounds that death inflicts upon the

loving heart ; and from this let them learn hu-

mility, and that they are but drops in the great

ocean of humanity.

And when God sends his angel to us with the

scroll of death, let us look upon it as an act of

mercy, to prevent many sins and many calami-

ties of a longer life ; and lay down our heads

softly and go to sleep, without wrangling like

froward children. For this at least man gets

by death, that his calamities are not immortal.

To bear grief honorably and temperately, and

to die willingly and nobly, are the duties of a

^ood man and true mason.

A solemn piece of music will now be performed, or

Ibe following ode may be simg :
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Musio

—

Kaomu Db. Lowzli. Hasok.

^Sig
When those we love are snatched way,
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By Death's re - lent - less hand, Our hearts tlie mourn-ful

trib nte pay, That friend - ship must de - mand.
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While pity prompts tlie rising sigli,

"With awful jjower imprest

;

May this droad truth, " I too must dio,"

Sink deep in every breast.

Let this vain world alhtre no more :

Behold the opening tomb I

It bids us use the present hour ;

To-morrow death may come.
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The voice of this iastructive scene

May every heart obey ;

Nor be the faithful -warning vain

Which calls to watch and pray I

At its conclusion the Chaplain mil read the following

passages :

Lo, He goeth by me and I see Him not. He

passeth on also, but I perceive Him not. Be-

hold He taketh away, who can hinder Him ?

Man that is born of a woman is of few days,

and full of trouble. He cometh forth like a

flower, and is cut down ; he fleeth also as a

shadow, and continueth not. Seeing his days

are determined, the number of his months are

with Thee, Thou hast appointed his bounds that

he cannot pass ; turn from him that he may rest,

till he shall accomplish, as an hireling, his day.

For there is hope of a tree if it be cut down,

that it will sprout again, and that the tender

branch thereof will not cease. Though the root

thereof wax old in the earth, and the stock

thereof die in the ground, yet through the scent

of water it will bud and bring forth boughs like

a plan t. But man dieth and wasteth away
;
yea,

man giveth up the ghost, and where is he ? Aa
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the waters fail from the sea and the flood decay-

eth and drieth up, so man Ueth down, and riseth

not; till the heavens be no more thoy shall not

awake nor be raised out of their sleep.

My days are passed, my purposes are broken

off, even the thoughts of my heart. If I wait,

the grave is mine house, I have made my bed

in the darkness. I have said to corruption, thou

art my father. And where is now thy hope?

as for my hope, who shall see it? They shall

go down to the bars of the pit, when our rest

together is in the dust.

My bone cleaveth to my skin and to my flesh.

Oh, that my words were now written ; oh, that

they were printed in a book ! That they were

graven with an iron pen and lead in the rock

forever! For I know that my Redeemer liveth,

and that He shall stand at the latter day upon

the earth. And though after m}'^ skin worms

destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see

God, Whom I shall see for myself, and mine

eyes shall behold, and not another.

For Thou cast me into the deep, m the midst

of the seas ; and Thy floods compassed me about •
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all Thy billows and Thy waves passed over me
Then I said, I am cast out of Thy sight

;
yet

will I look again toward Thy holy temple. The

waters compassed me about, even to the soul,

the depth closed me round about, the weeds

were wrapt about my head.

I said, in the cutting off of my day I shall go

to the gates of the grave ; I am deprived of the

residue of my years ; I said, I shall not see the

Lord, even the Lord in the land of the living
;

I shall behold man no more with the inhabitants

of the world. Behold, for peace I had great

bitterness ; but Thou hast in love to my soul

delivered it from the pit of corruption. For

the grave cannot praise Thee, death cannot cel-

ebrate Thee ; the living, the living, he shall

praise Thee as I do this day.

Are not my days few ? Cease, then, and let

me alone, that I may take comfort a little, before

I go whence I shall not return, even to the land

of darkness, and the shadow of death. A land

of darkness, as darkness itself; and of the

sliadow of death, without any ordei, and where

the light is as darkness.
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An interval of profound silence will be oL^erved

The general lights of the Hall, if there be convenience,

will be turned low, and the foui brethren will extinguish

the tapers near which they are placed.

PRAYER BY THE CHAPLAIN,

Our Father who art in heaven, it bath

pleased thee to take from among us those who

were our brethren. Let time, as it heals the

wounds thus inflicted upon our hearts and on

the hearts of those who were near and dear

to them, not erase the salutary lessons engraved

there ; but let those lessons always continuing

distinct and legible make us and them wiser and

better. And whatever distress or trouble may

hereafter come upon us, may we ever be con-

soled by the reflection that thy wisdom and thy

love are equally infinite, and that our sorrows

are not the visitations of thy wrath, but the

result of the great law of harmony by which

everything is being conducted to a good and

perfect issue in the fullness of thy time. Let

(he loss of our brethren increase our affection

for those who are yet spared to us, and make

us more punctual in the performance of the du

ties tliat Friendship. Love, and Honor demand
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When it comes to us also to die, may a firm aud

abiding trust ia thy mercy dispel tte gloom and

dread of dissolution. Be with us now, and

sanctify the solemnities of this occasion to our

hearts, that we may serve thee in spirit and

understanding. And to thy name shall be

ascribed the praise forever.

—

Amen.

Response. So mote it be.

The Wardens, Deacons and Stewards, will now ap-

proach the East and form a procession, thus :

Two Stewards, with rods.

Two "Wardens, with columns.

^fr°^' TheMasteb. ^.T'°''\
with rod. with rod.

Which will move once round the catafalque to slow and

solemn music.

On arriving in the East, the procession will halt and

open to the light and left. The Junior Warden wiU

then advance to the catafalque and placing upon it a

bunch of white flowers will say :

Junior Warden. In memory of our departed

brethren I deposit these white flowers, emblem-

atical of that pure life to which they have been

called, and reminding us that as these children

of an hour will droop and fade away, so, too,

we shall soon follow those who have gone before

us, and inciting us so to fill the brief span of
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Dur existence that we may leave to our sur«

vivors a sweet savor of remembrance.

The Junior Warden will now return to his place, and

an interval of profound silence will be obseiTed.

The procession will again be formed, and move as be-

fore, to the sound of slow music, twice around the cata-

falque.

They will open as before, and the Senior Warden ap-

proaching the catafalque will place upon it a wreath of

white flowers and say :

Senior Warden. As the sun sets in the "West,

to close the day and herald the approach of

night, so, one by one we lay us down in the

darkness of the tomb to wait in its calm repose

for the time when the heavens shall pass away

as a scroll, and man, standing in the presence

cf the Infinite, shall realize the true end of his

pilgrimage here below. Let these flowers be

to us the symbol of remembrance of all the

virtues of our brethren who have preceded us

to the silent land, the token of that fraternal

alliance which binds us while on earth and

which we hope will finally unite us in heaven.

The Senior Warden returns to his place, and an inter-

nal of silence will be observed.

The procession will again be formed, and move tlrree

times around the catafalque to slow music, as before.
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Arrived in the East, the Master will advancti and

place upon the urn a wreath of evergreen, and say :

Master. It is appointed unto all men once to

die, and after death cometh the resurrection.

The dust shall return to the earth and the spiril

unto God who gave it. In the grave all men

are equal ; the good deeds, the lofty thoughts,

the heroic sacrifices alone survive and bear

fruit in the lives of those who strive to emulate

them.

While, therefore, nature will have its way,

and our tears wiE fall upon the graves of our

brethren, let us be reminded by the evergreen

symbol of our faith in immortal life that the

dead are but sleeping and be comforted by the

reflection that their memories will not be for-

gotten ; that they will still be loved by those

who are soon to follow them ; that in our ar-

chives their names are written, and that in our

hearts there is still a place for them. And so,

trusting in the infinite love and tender mercy

of him without whose knowledge not even a

sparrow falls, let us prepare to meet them where

there is no parting and where with them Wf
shall enjoy eternal rest.
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The Maf ter will return to liis place, and a period of

silence will obtain.

The Chaplain will now be conducted to the altar,

where he wUl read :

But some man will say : How are the dead

•aised up ? and with what body do they come

'

Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quick-

ened except it die : and that which thou sow-

est thou sowest not that body that shall be, but

bare grain ; it may chance of wheat or of some

other grain : but God giveth it a body as it hath

pleased him, and to every seed his own body.

All flesh is not the same flesh ; but there is

one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of beasts,

another of flshes, and another of birds. There

are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial

:

but the glory of the celestial is one, and the

glory of the terrestrial is another.

There is one glory of the sun, and anothei

glory of the moon, and another glory of the

stars; for one star diflereth from another star in

glory. So also is the resurrection of the dead.

It is sown in corruption ; it is raised in in cor-

ruption : it is sown in dishonor ; it is raised in

glory : it is sown in weakness ; it is raised in

power : it is sown a natural body ; it is raised a



36S GENERAL AHIMAN BEZON.

spiritual body. There is a natural body, and

there is a spiritual body. And so it is written,

The first man Adam was made a living soul

;

the last Adam was made a quickening spirit

Howbeit, that was not first which is spiritual,

but that which is natural ; and afterward that

which is spiritual. The first man is of the earth,

earthy: the second inan is the Lord from heaven.

As is the earthy, such are they also that are

earthy ; and as is the heavenly, such are they

also that are heavenly. And as we have borne

the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the

image of the heavenly.

Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood

cannot inherit the kingdom of God ; neither

doth corruption inherit incorruption. Behold,

I shew you a mystery we shall not all sleep,

but we shall all be changed ; in a moment, in

the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump : for

the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be

raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

For this corruptible must put on incorruption,

and this mortal must put on immortality. So

when this corruptible shall have put c n incor-

ruption, and this mortal shall have put on im-
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mortality, then shall be brought to pass the

saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in

victory. death, where is thy sting? grave,

where is thy victory?

As the Chaplain pronounces the concluding words,

" O grave where is thy victory ?" the lights in the HaU
will be raised to brilliancy, the four brethren seated

around the catafalque will relight the tapers.

The Chaplain will return to his place in the East, and

the following ode will be sung, to music of a moro

cheerful character

:

Musio—Simons.
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There is a world aboTe

Where parting is unknown

—

A whole eternity of love

And blessedness alone

And faith beholds the dying here

Translated to that happier sphere.

The Orator will then pronounce the Eulogium.

Then follows an ode :

OLD HtJKDEED. h. K,

l3T TEBOE.
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Once more, O Lord, let grate-ful praise, From ev - €ry

1st Bass.
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Hear, now, our parting liymn of praise,

And bind our hearts in love di\-ine ;

O, may we walk in wisdom's ways,

And ever feel tliat we are thine.

CLOSING.

Master. Brother Senior "Warden, our recollec-

tion of our departed friends has been refreshed,

and we may now ask ourselves, were they just

and perfect Masons, worthy men, unwearied

toilers in the vineyard, and possessed of so

many virtues as to overcome their faults and

shortcomings? Answer these questions, as

Masons should answer.

15*
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Sen. War. Man judgetli not of man. He

whose infinite and tender mercy passeth all

comprehension, whose goodness endureth for-

evur, has called our brethren hence. Let him

judge.

In ancient Egypt no one could gain admit-

tance to the sacred asylum of the tomb until

he had passed under the most solemn judgment

before a grave tribunal.

Princes and peasants came there to be judged,

escorted only by their virtues and their vices.

A public accuser recounted the history of their

lives, and threw the penetrating light of truth

on all their actions. If it were adjudged that

the dead man had led an evil life, his memory

was condemned in the presence of the nation,

and his body was denied the honors of sepulture

,

But Masonry has no such tribunal to sit in

judgment upon her dead ; with her, the good

that her sons have done lives after them, and

the evil is interred with their bones. She does

require, however that whatever is said con-

cerning them shall be the truth ; and should it

ever happen that of a Mason, who dies, nothing

good can be truthfully said she wiU mourn-
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fully and pityingly bury him out of her sight

in silence.

Master. Brethren, let us profit by the admo-

nitions of this solemn occasion, lay to heart the

truths to which we have listened, and resolve

so to walk that when we lay us down to the

last sleep it may be the privilege of the brethren

to strew white flowers upon our graves and

keep our memories as a pleasant remembrance.

Brother Senior Warden, announce to the

brethren that our labors are now concluded,

and that it is my pleasure that this Lodge of

Sorrow be closed.

Sen. War. Brother Junior "Warden, the labors

of this Lodge of Sorrow being ended, it is the

pleasure of the Master that it be now closed.

Make due announcement to the brethren, and

invite them to assist.

Jun. War. (Calling up the Lodge.) Brethren,

the labors of this Lodge of Sorrow being ended, it

is the pleasure of the Master that it be now closed

Master. Let us unite with our Chaplain in ar

invocation to the Throne of Grace.

« * « * 4: * •

Master. This Lodge ^f Sorrow is now closed
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HTMN—8'« & 7*s M.

Brother, rest from sin and sorrow 1

Death is o'er, and life is won

;

On thy slumber dawns no morrow:

Kest ! thine earthly race is run.

Brother, wake ! the night is waning;

Endless day is round thee poured;

Enter thou the rest remaining

For the people of the Loed.

Fare thee well ! tho' woe is blending

With the tones of early love,

Triumph high and joy unending

Wait thee in the realms above 1

HYMN.

Why lament our Brother's dying,

Why indulge in tears and gloom T

Calmly on the Lord relying.

He can greet the opening tomb.

Tho' for him thy soul is mourning,

Tho' with grief thy heart is riven,

While his flesh to dust is turning,

All his soul is filled with heaven.

Scenes seraphic, high and glorious.

Now forbid his longer stay:

See him die, o'er death victorious.

Angels beckon him away.

Hark ! The golden harps are ringing,

Soimds angelic fill his ear:

Millions now in heaven singing

Greet his joyful entrance there.



SERVICE
roB TUB

CONSECRATION OF MASOXIC CE5IETERIES.

If the grounds to be consecrated are the property o)

a particular Lodge, this service should be conducted

by the officers of that Lodge, which should be opened

in due form, at the usual place of meeting, and march

in procession to the Cemetery.

If several Lodges are interested, the exercises should

be under the supervision of the Grand Lodge.

The brethren, having arrived at the grounds, should

be arranged in such a manner as to inclose an open

space, in the form of an oblong square. The Grand

Master, his Deputy, or the ISIaster of the Lodge—as the

case may be—should stand in the East, looking toward

the West.

Grand Master. Let the gates of the South and

the "West be guarded.

The Wardens tate their respective positions.

O. M. Eight Worshipful Grand Senior Warden,

what is a Lodge?

G. S. W. A Lodge is the sj-mbol of the world.

G. M. What are its dimensions?

G. S. TV. It reaches from the North to the South

and from the East to the Wesi

G. M. Hath it any limits?
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O. S. W. None ; it embracetli the region of stars

above, the empire of graves below, and the kingdoma

of eternal silence.

G. M. You have said that the Lodge is a symbol

of the world. As the world then is, in one sense, a

vast Lodge, what is the last and highest duty which

a Mason is called upon to discharge therein?

G. 8. W. To watch by the bed of a sick and dying

brother, to soothe his last hours, to console and re-

lieve his widow, protect his orphan children, and pro-

vide a suitable resting-place for his mortal remains.

G. M. Even so; and beloved brethren, we are

fissembled to-day to perform the last, but not the

least part of this most sacred task. We are here

to consecrate these grounds, by solemn services, to

a solemn use. But feeling aU otir weakness and

blindness, and knowing that our unaided efforts must

be unavailing, let us first implore the presence and aid

of him from whom alone light and strength can come.

PEATEE,
BY THE CHAPLAIN.

Supreme Architect of the Universe I who, in all

ages, hast presided over the labors of our Fraternity,

and whose benevolent and paternal care aU worthy

Masons have, in all times, recognized with tears of

gratitude, we approach thee now, in a spirit of

filial reverence and trust, to implore fhy presence

and the abundance of thy benedictions upon the



CONSECKATION OF MASONIC CEMETERIES, 37V

solemn labors of the present hour. Knowing oul

weakness, we ask thee for Strength. Conscious of

our ignorance, we implore of thee Light. Sensible

of our frailties and imperfections, we pray that the

Holy Spirit may breathe upon our hearts, that they

may bloom Avith the flowers of Virtue and Charity,

as the earth blooms beneath the genial influence of

the sunshine. And, finally, O God! we beseech

thee to impart to us thy Wisdom, that we may be

guided into the ways of Tmth, accompUsh our

present undertaking in a manner acceptable to

thee, and be prepared for a higher service in thy

Spiritual Temple above.

—

Amen.

Response. So mote it be.

G. M. LoED, thou hast been our dwelling-place in

all generations

!

Besponse. And thy Mercy endui-eth forever.

0. M. Before the mountains were brought forth,

or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world,

even from everlasting to everlasting, thou ait God

Response. And thy Mercy endm'eth forever.

G. M. Thou turnest man to destruction, and

aayest, retm-n ye children of men.

Response. Yet thy Mercy endureth forever.

G. M. For a thousand years in thy sight are but

as yesterday, when it is past,- and as a watch in the

night.

Besponse. But thy Mercy endureth forever.
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O. M. TliOTi earnest tliem away as a flood ; thej

are as asleep; in the morning they are like grass

thai groweth up.

Response. But thy Mercy endureth forever.

G. M. In the morning it flourisheth, and groweth

ap ; in the evening it is cut down, and withereth.

Response. But thy Mercy endureth forever.

G. M. For we are consumed by thine anger, and

by thy wrath we are troubled.

Response. But tliy Mercy endureth forever.

G. M. Thou hast set our iniquities before thee

—

our secret sins in the Hght of thy countenance.

Response. But thy Mercy endureth forever.

G. M. For all our days are passed away in thy

wrath ; we spend our years as a tale that is told.

Response. But thy Mercy endureth forever.

G. M. So teach us to number our days, that we

may apply our hearts unto Wisdom.

Response. For thy Mercy endureth forever.

G. M. O, satisfy us early with thy Mercy ; that

vre may be glad and rejoice all our days.

Response. For thy Mercy endureth forever.

G. M. Make us glad according to the days wherein

thou hast afflicted us, and the years wherein we

have seen evil.

Response. For thy Mercy endureth forever.

G. M. Let thy work appear xmto thy servants-

nnd thy glory unto their children.

Response. For thy Mercy endureth forever.
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0. M. And let the Beauty of the Lord our God
be upon us; and establish thou the work of our

hands upon us ; yea, the work of our hands, establish

thou it. And to the King, eternal, immortal, iavisi-

ble, the one only living and true God, be offered

worsliip and praise.

Response. As it was in the beginning, is now, and

ever shall be, world without end. So mote it be.—

Amen.

HYMN.

O God I who, when the world was young.

Didst walk in Eden's fragrant bowers.

Where Adam, just created, sung

His grateful hymns 'mid trees and flowers •

Thy servants here, with reverence, bend.

As did the father of our race.

Imploring thee thy grace to send.

And with thy glory fill this place.

thou! who look'st with pitying eye.

On us who dwell 'mid death's alarms.

And while we live, or when we die.

Dost fold us in thy loving arms
;

Here, where in death our loved ones sleep,

O let thy benedictions fall,

And teach us, as their loss we weep,

That deathless Love embraceth all

Here, let the weary find repose,

'Mongst fragrant flowers and waving trees

—

Emblems, at once, of mortal woes,

And everlasing sympathies

—
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And grant, O Grod! that we may see

In Nature's swelling buds, and bloom,

The Spirit's immortality

And final victory o'er the tomb.

G. 31. Brethren: As our Masonic obligations

enjoin iipon us not only a tender regard for all the

interests of a brother while li-ving, but also an affec-

tionate and honorable disposal of his remains, when

the great Master of Life has summoned him to his

rest, these grounds have been secured and set apart

for that sacred purpose. And as Freemasonry is

an institution of symbols, and communicates its

instructions through a subKme system of emblems,

it is eminently proper that a Masonic Cemetery

should be consecrated by ceremonies of a sym-

bolical character. It should also be adorned with

trees and shrubs and flowers, which have a sym-

bolical meaning connected with such solemn uses.

No artificial monuments of iron, or brass, or stone,

which we erect to preserve the remembrance of the

departed, can compare in efficiency or beauty with

those that Nature produces, and which, though sub-

ject to decay, are perpetually renewed.

AH parts of the universe are symbolic, each one

of which was, no doubt, designed by the Creator to

reveal, and impress upon the mind, some special

idea or sentiment. The visible world is but the

shadow or reflex of the verities of the invisible

and between the seen and the unseen there is a
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mysterious relationsliip. The Spiritual is incamed

in evory visible thing, underlies all forms, and

reyeals itself in every tree and flower. Through

all time, and among aU peoples, have the prominent

features of the universe revealed the same thoughts

to all earnest hearts. Ever has the mountain been

the symbol of power and durability; the oak oi

firmness and confidence ; the various evergreens of

immortality ; the cypress of death ; and the drooping

elm, and weeping willow, of a profound sorroiv and

an eternal sympathy. These emblems of Hope, and

Faith, and Immortality, of undying afiection, and

tender sympathy, and everlasting love, are the

appropi'iate decorations of a Masonic bmial-place

Types, Truth selects, appropriate

Fair fading creatures of a day.

Of human life to indicate

The fragile state and swift decay

;

Now in prosperity elate.

And then forever passed away ;

Bedecking thus the mortal cell.

Our tale impressively they tell.

And when the Spring's reviving breath

Wakes latent energies below,

Leaves, buds and blossoms bursting forth,

With graceful life and beauty glow.

Symbols of triumph over death.

The Resurrection hope they show

;

The Grave her tenants shall restore,

And Death of victory boast no more.
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One reason why we have been accustomed to loci

with so much terror on the grave is the dreadful gloom

in which human inventions have shrouded it. The

funereal emblems and rites of the olden times, and

of the earUer periods of the Christian Church, were

exceediagly beautiful and hopeful. But for several

centm-ies we appear to have lost much of the deep

and earnest faith of their ancestors—they have

seemed to doubt whether the idea of immortality be,

indeed, a verity, and, under the iafluence of a wither-

ing skepticism, have declared that the departed are

henceforth nothing to us, and we are nothing to

them. Freemasonry rebukes and repudiates such

gloomy theories, so repulsive to the warm affections

of the heart. The Lodge has no limitations. It

reaches through all worlds. It embraces the visible

world of men, and the invisible world of spirits. It

proclaims that friendship survives the grave, that

love is immortal, and that the Masonic ties of our

great Brotherhood are as perpetual as eternity.

Freemasonry, therefore, would throw no gloom

around man's supreme hour, nor marshal an army

of hideous spectres around the beds of the dying,

or the graves of the honored dead. It would rather

remove every gloomy token—take from the grave's

brink the briers and thoi-ns of fear—and plant, in

their place, the flowers of hope, and trust, and love.

It would rend from the sculptiured monuments which

cover the dead the grim and spectral images ol
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despair, and engrave tbereor the symbols of a Hope

that bums more and more brightly through the ages

and of a Love which even death cannot destroy.

It would quiet the fears of its children, and bring to

their hearts a calm and enduring Faith in the

invisible, and an imperishable trust in the Father oi

the world. It would so qmcken that faith, that it

would penetrate the veil of eternity, and see the

assembly of the wise and good, who have illuminated

the world by their labors, reyouthed and clothed in

immortal beauty, renewing and continuing the sweet

communions that commenced on earth.

To such a Faith and Hope, and under the inspira-

tion of such a Love, let this place be consecrated.

Hither let us bear our brethren, who have been

stricken by the hand of death, and lay them to rest

among the trees and flowers. Here may they sleep

in peace, where the mm'mm's of the winds and trees

will chant their eternal requiem, and the fairest

flowers affection's hand can plant will cover their

graves with perpetual bloom. And hither may we,

who are yet permitted to dweU amid the sorrows of

mortality, come to meditate on the brevity of life,

and the vanity of aU its pomp, and show, and pride

—

on our great obHgations and duties, and tlie glorious

reward that awaits us when we are admitted to the

"Middle Chamber" of the Celestial Temple. There

let us come to hold communion with the spirits ol

our departed brothers who may be slumbering in
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these solemn shades. There is nothing more salu-

tary, more humanizing to the heart, or more strength

ening to our virtue, than this frequent communion

with, and iuvocation of, the spirit of the dead. For

we should never forget that the bond of Freema-

sonry is a three-fold cord, over which death even

has no power—that our deceased brethren yet live

;

are still working in the heavenly Lodges, and that

they are yet bound to us, and we to them, in the

ties of an eternal friendship. "After life's fitful

fever, they, indeed, sleep well
;

" but the lives they

have lived, and the examples they have given to the

world, can never perish. Let us pray that by their

virtue we may become more virtuous, and by their

wisdom more wise; that they may watch over as

guardian geniuses, and preserve us from all selfish-

ness, irreverence, and injustice in thought, word, and

deed. Standing here, the awful and silent stars

over our heads ; the solemn and silent graves be-

neath our feet, let us listen to that warning voice

which resounds from the regions beyond the stars,

and swells up fi'om the realms of eternal sileDce.

"Children of mortality," yet heirs to an endless

life ! remember that the great Destiny Book is placed

in your hands! Beware what you write therein;

for every pencil stroke, be it bright or dark, wiU be

a beam of light, bearing into your souls an exceed-

ing peace, or a grim shadow, waving darkly through

your thoughts forever

!
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And, finally, let us labor faithfully and reverently

ia our several vocations, true to aU our duties to

God and man, so that when we are called to close

our labors on earth we may be prepared for admis-

sion to the grand and solemn mysteries of the Laud

of Light.

PEATEE OF CONSECRATION,

BY THE CHAPLAIN.

O thou, who art the Creator, and Father, and

Preserver of all men; who, although clothed with

immortal splendor, and dwelling in the high and

holy place, dost condescend to abide in the hearts

of the humble and contrite, we, thy sei-vants, now

draw near to thee, to suppUcate thy grace, and

those benedictions which thou hast promised

unto aU such as approach thee in a spirit of loving

reverence, and child-like confidence.

When we consider thy grandeur, and our own

feebleness; when we cast our eyes upward, to sui--

vey the shining heavens, where mighty constellations

are sweeping in brightness through their everlasting

circles, and turn our thoughts upon om-selves—frail

worms of the dust—we are oppressed with a deep

sense of our insignificance and unworthiness, and in

our humility we exclaim, " What is man that thou

art mindful of him ? and the sons of men that thou

regardest them?" Yet, thanks to thee. Almighty

God, that notwithstanding our apparent nothing-

17
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ness, thou iiast given us minds which can soai to

thee, and invested us with the attributes of an

immortal natura Thou hast also made us capable

of acquiring that divine wisdom " which is brigliter

than the sun, and above all the order of the stars,"

by which the soul is expanded to angelic perfec-

tion, and imbued with the Life and Beauty of the

heavenly world.

Almighty GoD, our Heavenly Father, who lookest

with benignant eye upon all men ; who seest every

tear of misery, and hearest the mourners cry, we

implore thee to impart thy grace, and the efficient

consolations of thy Spirit, to all such as are called

to mourn. Soothe and comfort all the bereaved,

with that Faith which hath power to pierce the

dark mystery of the grave, and look upon the im-

mortal glories beyond; and that sublime Hope

which with joyful tears contemplates a future

reunion of all who have been separated on earth,

in a circle that death can never more invade.

O thou, who art the God of the dead as well aa

of the Hving, we ask thy blessing to rest upon us,

who are here assembled, and upon the solemn ser-

vices in which we are engaged. This quiet spot,

which we consecrate to the departed, we commend

to thy protection and care. May it be sanctified by

thy presence. May we recognize in this mm-muring

foliage thy paternal voice, speaking to our hearts,

in accents of tenderness and love. And, grant,
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O God, that thy holy angels, who watched by an

ancient tomb, where suffering Virtue found repose in

death, may be permitted to spread their radiant

•B-ings over this place of graves, and make it bright

with the Light of an immortal Hope. Here, guarded

thus by heavenly watchers, may oui- loved ones rest

in peace, untU the great day when, together with us,

they shall be called to the grand Convocation to

receive the recompense for faithful labors.

"Now unto Him who is able to keep us from

falling and to present us before the throne of his

glory, with exceeding joy, be ascribed honor, domin-

ion, and power through all ages."

—

Amen.

Response. As it was in the beginning, is now, and

ever shall be, world without end.

—

Amen. So mote

it be.

Here an appropriate piece of music should be played

by a band, during which the brethren should move in

procession around the Cemetery, the Grand Master in

the meanwhile sprinkling the grounds with pure water

The public grand honors are then given, which closes

the ceremony.



MASONIC CALENDAR.

The ordinary calendar, or vulgar era, is not genorallj

nsed by Freemasons in dating their official documents

They have one peculiar to themselves, differing accord-

ing to their various rites. The Masons in all parts oi

the vyorld working ia the York and French rites add

4000 years to the Christian era, calling it Antto Lucis—
Year of Light; abbreviated A.-. L.-.; thus the year 1865

wouldbe A.-. L.-. 5865*

Masons practicing in the Ancient and Accepted ritb

use the Jewish Calendar, which adds 3760 to the vulgar

era, styled Anno Mundi—^A.'. M.'.

—

year of the world. Or
they sometimes use the Hebrew year, which begins on

the 17th of September, or 1st of Tisri, using the initials

A.". H.".-—Anno Hebbaico—Hebrew year.

Royal Arch Masons date from the building of tho

second temple—530 B. C. Their style is therefore An-

no Inventionis—A.". Inv.*.

—

in the year of the Discovery.

EoYAL AND Select Masters should date from the com-

pletion of Solomon's Temple, which would add 1000 to

the Christian era. Their style is Anno Depositionis—
A.'. Dep.".

—

in the year of the Deposit.

Knights Templar date from the organization of the

Order—1118. Their style is therefore Anno Oedinis—
A.\ O.".

—

in the year of the Order.

Those of the rite of Mizraim add four years to the

usual computation of the age of the world: thus the

year 1865 would stand A.-. L.-. 5869.

Masons of the York rite begin the year on the first

of January; but in the French rite it commences on

the first of March.

• This fact has a symbolic reference, not because tTiey believe Freemasonry Is,

bui that the principles and light of the instit'ition are, coeval with the creation,
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FCRM OF PETITION FOR A NEW LODGB.

To the M. W. Grand Master of Masons of the State of

The undersigned petitioners, being Ancient Free and Acceptod

Master Masons, having the prosperity of the fraternity at heart,

and willing to exert their best endeavors to promote and diffuse

the genuine principles of Masonry, respectfully represent—That

they are desirous of forming a new Lodge in the of

to be named No They therefore pray for letters of

dispensation, to empower them to assemble as a regular Lodge, to

discharge the duties of Masonry, in a regular and constitutional

manner, according to the original forms of the Order, and the reg-

ulations of the Grand Lodge. They have nominated and do recom-

mend Brother A. B. to be the first Master ; Brother C. D. to be

the first Senior AVarden, and Brother E. F. to be the first Junior

Warden, of said Lodge. If the prayer of this petition shall be

granted, they promise a strict conformity to the edicts of the Grand

Ma.ster, and the constitution, laws and regulations of the Grand

Lodge.

FOKM OF DISPENSATION FOB A NEW LODGE.

To all whom it may concern:

Know xe, That we, A. B., Most Worshipful Grand Master of Aa-

oient, Free and Accepted Masons of , having received a peti-

tion from a constitutional number of brethren, who have been

properly vouched for aa Master Masons in good standing, setting

forth that, having the honor and prosperity of the Craft at heart,

they are desirous of establishing a new Lodge at under ouj

masonic jurisdiction, and requesting a Dispensation for the same '
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And whereas there appears to us good and sufficient cause foi

granting the prayer of the said petition ; we, by virtue of the pow-

ers in us vested by the ancient Constitutions of the Order, do grant

this our Dispensation, empowering Brother A. B. to act as Wor-

shipful Master, Brother C. D. to act as Senior Warden, and Bro-

ther E. F. to act as Junior Warden of a Lodge to be held under

our jurisdiction at . . by the name of And we furthei

authorize the said brethren to Enter, Pass, and Raise Freemasons,

according to the Ancient Constitutions of the Order, the customa

and usages of the Craft, and the Rules and Kegulations of the

Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of and not otherwise. And
this our Dispensation shall continue of force until the Grand

Lodge aforesaid shall grant a Warrant of Constitution for the same,

or this Dispensation be revoked by us, or the authority of the

aforesaid Grand Lodge.

Given under our hand, and the seal

[L. S.] of the Grand Lodge, at this

day of ,A.-. L.-. 58 .

Q B
X Z Grand Master.

Qrand Secretary.

FORM OF WAEKANT FOR A LODGE.

Gband Mastbb.

Dep. G. Masteb.

Sen. G. Wabden.

JuN. G. Wabden.

We, the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fra-

ternity of Free and Accepted Masons, of the State of , in

Ample Form assembled, according to the Old Constitutions, regu-

larly and solemnly established under the auspices of Prince Edwin,

at the city of Xork, in Great Britain, in the year of Masonry 4926,

viz. :

The Most Worshipful Grand Master,

The Eight Worshipful Dep. G. Master,

The Right Worshipful Sen. G- Warden,
do, by tliese presents, appoint, authorize, and empower our worthj
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brothoT to be the Master ; our worthy brother tc

be the Senior Warden ; and our worthy brother to be tht

Junior Warden, of a Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, to be,

by virtue hereof, constituted, formed, and held in

which Lodge shall be distinguished by the name or style of

and the said Master and Wardens, and their successors in office,

are hereby respectively authorized and directed, by and with the

consent and assistance of a majority of the members of the said

Lodge, duly to be summoned and present upon such occasions, to

elect and install the officers of the said Lodge as vacancies happen,

in manner and form as is, or may be, prescribed by the Constitu-

tion of this Grand Lodge.

And further, the said Lodge is hereby invested with full power

and authority to assemble upon proper and lawful occasions, to

make Masons, and to admit members, as also to do and perform

all and every such acts and things appertaining to the Craft as

have been and ought to be done, for the honor and advantage

thereof, conforming in all their proceedings to the Constitution of

this Grand Lodge, otherwise this Warrant, and the powers thereby

granted, to cease and be of no further effect.

Given under our hands and the seal of our Grand Lodge, at

the city of , in the United States of America, this. .

.

day of , in the year of our Lord one thousand eight

hundred and and in the year of Masonry five thou-

sand eight hundred and

Orai\d SecrHary.

Registered in the Book of the Grand Lodge,

Page

FORM OF A LODGE CEKTinCATE.

To Aijj Feee and Accepted Masons on the pacb or the qixibb

—Gkeetinq :

We, the Master and Wardens of Lodge No. . . . Free and

iooepted Masons, constituted under a chai-ter from the M. W.

Grand Lodge of the State of , do certify that our worthy

brother .... . has been regtdarly initiated as an Entered Appren-
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tice, passed to the degree of Fellow Craft, and raised to the sub-

lime degree of Master Mason, and is distinguished for his zeal anc

fidelity to the Craft. We do therefore recommend that he be re-

ceived and acknowledged as such by all true and accepted Freema-

sons wheresoever dispersed.

In testimony whereof we have granted him this certificate undei

our hands and the seal of the Lodge (having first caused our wor-

thy brother to sign his name in the margin), this day of

A.D. 18.., A. L. 58..

W. M. S. W.

Seo'y. J- W.

This is to certify that Lodge No. . . is a legally consti-

tuted Lodge, working under the jurisdiction of the M. W. Grand

Lodge of

685.

Orand Seo'y.

FOKM OF A GBAND LODGE DIPLOMA.

We, (he Orand Zodge of the Slate of New York, by these presents

testify and declare to all whom it may concern, that our brother

, who has signed his name in the margin hereof, is a reg-

ular Master Mason of Lodge No. . ., as appears to us by the

certificate of the said Lodge held under our jurisdiction in the

county of State of New York, in the United States

of America. In testimony whereof we have caused our seal to be

hereunto affixed, and our Grand Secretary to subscribe the same,

at the city of Sew York, this . . day of A. D. 18. . A. L. 58.

.

Grand Secretary.

FORM OF A DIMIT,

FKEE AND ACCEPTED MASONS.

Lodge No. ....

Acknowledging the jrjisdiotion of the Grand Lodge of the State

of.- , to all whom it may concern, preeting : This certifies
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that brother , whose name appears in the margin of this

dimit, is a Master Mason, and was a member of this Lodge in good

standing and clear of the books, and as such we do cordially com-

mend him to the fraternal guard of all true Free ana Accepted Ma-

sons, wherever dispersed around the globe.

In testimony whereof we have caused this dimit to be signed by

the Master, and the seal of the Lodge lo be attached, i-his .... day

of A, D. 18.., A. L. 58,.

Secretary. Master.

FOItM OF TRIALS AND APPEALS.

The first step to be taken toward a Masonic trial is, ot coarse, to

prefer charges, or make a complaint. The importanc recjuisites ol

a complaint are, that it should be brief, and yet comprehensive,

clearly defining the nature of the offense charged, with an accnrato

specifying of the time, place and circum.stances of its commission.

This, when the transaction took place out of the Lodge, may be

preferred by any brother, but should properly be presented by the

Junior Warden. It may be in this form :

1.—Complal nt.

To the W. Master, Wardens and Brethren of Triluminnr Lodgo,

No. 800 : Brother A. B. is hereby charged wiUi immoraX and xwna-

sonic conduct

:

First ^ecijloation.—That the said A. B., on the first day of Apnl

1859, in the public street, at Freetown, in the county of wa«

in a state of intoxication from the use of strong and spirituous liq-

ors, in violation of his duty as a Mason, and to the scandal and

disgrace of the Masonic Fraternity.

Second Specifioation.—That the said A. B., on the first day o)

April, 1859, at Freetown aforesaid, and at various other times and

places, in the year 1859, was intoxicated with strong and spiritu-

ous liquors, although admonished therefor by the Master and War^

dens of this Lodge, in violation of his duty as a Mason, to the greal

scandal and disgrace of the Fraternity ; and it is hereby demand

ed, that the said A. B. be dealt with therefor, according to M»
(onio law and usage.

R It., Junior Warden-

Dated April 9. 1859.
17*
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S.—Complaint (tn aaiofher fomt.)

To the W. Master, Wardens and Brethren of Trilumiuai Lodge
No. 800 : Brother 0. D. is hereby charged with immoral and unmO'

sonic conduct

:

Mrsl Spedficalion.—That the said 0. D., on the first day of April,

1859, at Freetown, in the county of , in the presence and

hearing of Bro. E. F , and others, spoke and declared of Bro. G.

H., of Anchor Lodge, No. 801, these words in substance : that the

said G. H. was a dishonest man ; that he was a knave and a cheat

;

and that he was a har, to the great injure of the said G. H., and
to the common scandal and disgrace of the Masonic Fraternity.

Second Spedficalion.—That the said C. D., on the first day of

April, 1859, at Freetown aforesaid, in the presence and hearing of

Mr, Y. Z. , and others, publicly spoke and declared of the said G.

H. , who was not present, that he, the said G. H. , was a dishonest

man, a knave, a cheat and a liar, in violation of the duties of the

said C. D. as a Master Mason, to the great injury of the said G

.

H., and to the common scandal and disgrace of the said Anchoj

Lodge, No. 801, and of the Masonic Fraternity ; and it is therefore

hereby demanded, that the said 0. D. be put upon trial therefor.

S. L., Junior Warden.
Dated April 9, 1859.

These forms might be indefinitely multiplied, but these will be
sufficient to show the manner and importance of specifying time,

place and circimistances constituting the offense.

This charge (and that contained in the first form will hereafter

be followed) having been presented in open Lodge, and received,

the Master thereupon appoints commissioners to hear and try the

same, pursuant to the provisions of the constitution, which is en-

tered upon the minutes. The charges need not be entered, but

the nature of them should be. It is then the duty of the Secretary

immediately to serve Tipon the accused a copy of the charges, with

the following notice annexed :

3.—Notice of Charges.

Bro. A. B. : Take notice, that the within (or foregoing) is a copy
of the charges preferred against you, at a stated communication ol

Triluminar Lodge, No. 800, held on the 9th of April, iust., and
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that Bros. E. S., T. U. and V. N. were appointed conunissionen
U) hear and try the same.

_ P. Q-i Secretary.
Dated, AprU 10, 1859.

Should the commissioners determine, at the time the charge?

are preferred (and it is recommended that they should in all cases.

if possible), when and where they will meet for trial, the Secretiirj

may add to the above notice the following: "and that they will

meet for that purpose on the 20th instant, at Vo'clock p. m., al

Triluminar Lodge room, at Freetown, at or before which time

you are required to answer said charges."

In case the accused absent himself, so that the charges cannot

be personally served, the copy may be transmitted by mail, if hie

residence be known ; if not, after a reasonable time, and after dil-

igent inquiry, the Secretary should report the fact to the Lodge
for their further action. In all cases the prosecutor or Secretary

should take care that the accused be served with notice of the time

and place of meeting of the commissioners for trial, at the time of

service of the charges.

The charges being served, it is the first duty of the accused, H
he has an objection to any of the commissioners, to make his chal-

lenge, that the master, if satisfied that there is ground for it,

may supply the vacant place by another appointment. If there

be doubts as to its foundation, the master, or other commissiou-

urs, may act as triers ; but it is recommended that if there be rea-

sonable objection, or probable cause therefor be manifest, that the

commissioner chnUengeJ remove iiU question by resiguation.

The tiibunal being properly constituted, it is next the duty ol

the accused to answer the charges. As this must be in every

case equivalent to the well-known plea of "Not Guilty," it is

scarcely necessary to furnish a form, yet, for the sake of making

up a complete record, in cases of appeal, one is subjoined :

4.—Ans'\rer.

C. D., in person, denies the charges mado against him, and ev.

ery matter and thing contained in the several specifications ol

the same, and demands trial thereon.

Of course this answer will vary according to the facts of each

case. One specification may be admitted and another denied
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The cliaige and specifications may be admitted, and matters set

np in extenuation or excuse. Assuming the answer to be a deniai

the issued is formed, and the parties proceed to trial. To procure

the attendance of witnesses on either side, some process may be

necessary. If the witness be not a Mason, his attendance must,

of course, be voluntary ; but a Mason is bound to obey a sum-

mons. This may be issued by any master of a Lodge (Constitu-

tion § 56), and in the following form :

5>—Smnmons for 'Witness.

To Bro. I. J. : You are hereby summoned and required to at-

tend as a witness before the commissioners appointed for the trial

of A. B., on certain charges preferred against him, on the 20th

day of April, instant, at 7 o'clock p. m., at the Lodge room of Tri-

luminar Lodge, No. 800, in Freetown, and there to testify the

truth, according to your knowledge.
K. L., Masta:

Dated, April 16, 1859.

This may be made to answer for several witnesses, by inserting

their names and adding the words " and each of you" after the

word "you." The brother disobeying such a summons may be

proceeded against as in case of disobedience to any other sum-

mons. For this purpose the person serving it should note upon

it when and how it is served.

The commissioners, having met for trial, should organize ; that

is to say, one of their number (and usually the first named) should

preside, though they may choose another for that purpose ; and
another of them should be chosen to act as their clerk, and keep

the minutes of their proceedings. A copy of the resolution under
which they were appointed, together with their appointment,

should be furnished them by the Secretary. They should keep

minutes of their proceedings, which may be in this form :

6.—minutes of Comnii«sioners.

The commissioners appointed for the trial of A. B., on the

charges a copy of which is hereto annexed (marked A) pursuant to

the foUoTi-ing resolution (copy resolution), assembled at the Lodgo
room of Triluminar Lodge, No. 800, on Wednesday evening, th«

20th of April, 1859 :
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Present ; E. S., T. U. and V. N., conmuBsioners. E. 8. offici

atcd as chairman, and V. N. waB chosen clerk.

A. B. appeared before them and objected to T. V., one of the

commissioners, on the ground that he was present at the meeting

of the Lodge when the charges were preferred, and voted for theii

reference.

Bro. T. U. stated that hr nad formed no opinion on the snbject,

and the other commissioners decided that he was competent to act

IS commissirner, to which Bro. B. took an exception.

The charges wore then read by Bro. S. L.. Junior Warden, to-

gether with the ajiswer of Bro. A. B.

Bro. B. requested that P. S., Esq., an attorney and not a M*
son, should examine the witnesses on his behalf and assist ^'Tn in

his defense. The commissioners decided against the request, but

further decided that he might employ the services of any brother

to assist him in defense ; to which Bro. B. took an exception. He
then employed Bro. N. 0. to assist him as counseL Bro. 0. ob-

jected to the form of the charges as being vague and uncertain,

but the commissioners decided them to be sufficient ; to which

Bro. O. took an exception.

Bro. E. F. was then introduced as a witness by the Junior War-

den, and testified as a Master Mason as follows : I am acquainted

with Bro. A. B. ; I saw him on Main street, in Freetown, on the

first day of Api-il last ; I was on the opposite side of the stieet ; ha

appeared to be much intoxicated (objection was made to the ap-

pearance of accused, but it was overruled and an exception taken) •

he was there for about half an hour ; he reeled as he walked, ic.

On cross-examination Bro. E. F. further testified : I know that

Bro. B. had been sick, &o.

The commissioners then adjourned to meet at the same place

on Thursday evening, the 21st April 1859, at 7 o'clock p. M.

Thursday evening, April 21, 1859.

The commissionei-s met pursuant to adjournment : present all

the oommissioQur.i and also Bro. L. the Junior Warden and Bro.

i. B. and his ooonsel Bro. 0.

Bro. U. officiated as chairman.

Mr. H. C. was then introduced as a witness by the Junior War

den, and stated as follows :

I was in Freetown on the first day of April instant, &0.
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The proofs on the part of the complainant here rested.

Bro. 0., on behalf of Bro. A. B., then produced the sworn nffl-

davit of Mr. J. B., to which the Junior Warden objected, on the

ground that Mr. B. should be produced for cross-examination.

The commissioners sustained the objection on that ground, and

Bro. O. took an exception.

Mr. B. was then produced, and the Junior Warden then con-

sented that his affidavit might be road, which was read according-

ly, and is hereto annexted (marked B).

The Junior Waiden then cross-examined Mr. B., who stated aa

follows, &c.

The proofs being closed, after hearing both parties, the commis-

sioners decided to meet again on the 23d day of April instant, to

determine on their report.

Saturday, April 23, 1859.

The commissioners again met by themselves, and after consulta-

tion decided upon their report, a copy of which is hereto annexed

(marked C), and notified the parties thereof.

Signed by the Commissioners.

These minutes have been given in this extended form because

kftey present a convenient way of stating certain facts and proceed-

ings on trial. Thus, the statement of formal objections and the

grounds of them, together with the decision thereon of the com-

minaioners (which should always be stated), are here set forth
;

also, that the Junior Warden acted as prosecutor ; that the em-

plojment of an attorney not being a Mason was not permitted, but

that ihe accused was permitted to have counsel ; that the first wit-

ness testified in his character as a Master Mason, and that the

second witness, not being a Mason, made his statement merely, no

oath being administered to either ; that the testimony is taken

down in the words of the witness, and of course in the first per-

son as he spoke ; that the precise point objected to is stated
,

that the time and place of each adjournment are noted ; that a

sworn affidavit was not admitted because no opportunity was given

for cross-examination ; and, finally, that the commissioners met

olone and decided upon their report, and then gave notice to the

parties ; all of which may furnish useful hints to those engaged

in such ti'ials, without further comment ; it being presumed thai
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the usual forms of such proceedings and the ordinary rules jf evi"

Jonne are understood and will be observed. It is at the option ol

the commissioners whether they will admit any one to be present

Irat the parties and the'witnesses testifying, but on all such oc-

casions none but Masons should be admitted, except the witness

not a Mason, and while testifying.

As the form of the notice giren to the parties by the commis-

sioners (Constitution, § 57) may be desired, it is here given, and

may be as follows.

7.—Notice ot Decision.

To Bro. S., Junior Warden, and Bro. A. B. .

You will each take notice that we have agreed upon and signed

our report in the matter of charges against Bro. A. B. , referred to

us, by which we have found the charges sustained, and Brother B.

guilty thereof, and that the expenses of the proceedings be paid

by him ; and that we shall present the report to Triluminar Lodge

a.t its stated communication, on the 30th April instant

(Signed by the Commissioners.

)

Dated April 23d, 1859.

The trial being concluded and the report thus agreed upon, the

commissioners will have it drawn up in form for the action of the

Lodge. This report need not, in the iirst place, contain anything

but the facts found and the conclusions arrived at thereon by the

commissioners. These conclusions, like those of any other com-

mittee, should be in the form of resolutions, for the definite action

of the Lodge. Should the Lodge, on the report coming in, desire

to hear the testimony read or any of the decisions stated, it will be

the duty of the commissioners to comply.

The report may be in the following form :

8.—Report of Commissioners.

To the W. Master, Wardens and Brethren of Triluminar Lodge,

No. 800.

The commissioners appointed for the trial of Bro. A. B., on

charges of intoxication heretofore preferred in this Lodge, respect-

fully report

:

That they met at the Lodge room of this Lodge on Wednesdaj

Kvening, the 20th of April last past, and proceeded to hear and tr^

the matters referred to them.
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That objections -weie presented to Bro. V., one of their nnmbei

which they overruled, and also refused to permit Bro. B. to ap

pear by counsel, not being a Mason, and thereupon Bro. N. O.

appeared for him. That objections were made to the charges,

which were overruled.

That they proceeded to take testimony (in the course of which

they decided not to admit a sworn affidavit), and Bro £. F. and

Mr. H. C. and Mr. J. B. were examined as witnesses.

That they held three meetings, the last of which was for the

purpose of agreeing upon and preparing their report.

That from the testimony before them they find the following

facts :

1. That Bro. A. B. was intoxicated with strong and spirituona

Jiquors, in a pubUo place, at Freetown, on the first day of April,

1859.

2. That Bro. A. B. has been at least twice intoxicated in a pub.

lie place, in Freetown aforesaid, within two weeks previous to the

said first day of April, 1859.

They therefore recommend the adoption of the following resolu-

tions :

Resolved, That the charges of intoxication against Bro. A, B.,

made and presented to this Lodge on the 9th day of April, 1859,

are sustained, and that he is guilty of the said charges.

Resolved, That Bro. A. B. be and he is hereby suspended from

this Lodge, and from the rights and privileges of Masonry, for tha

space of three months from this date.

The charges and expenses of the commissioners amount to the

sum of three dollars, which they adjudge that Bro. A. B. should

pay, of all which they have notified the Junior Warden and Bro.

A. B. All of which is respectfully submitted,

R. S. 1

T. TJ. > Commissioners.
Dated, April 23, 1859. V. W. )

If the resolutions be adopted, the Secretary of the Lodge should

transcribe them on his minutes, together with the adjudication as

to charges and expenses. The resolutions, however, are subject to

the action of the Lodge, who may reverse the decision of the com.

missioners, or, if sustained, may amend the resolution as to the

penalty by increasing or diminishing it ; the decision of the uom.
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missioners, however, as to expenses is final (Cons. § 61.) . Should

the resolutions be adopted (and for this purpose a majority vote is

sufficient, unless the by-laws provide differently, ) and the accused

oe absent from Uie Lodge, it is the duty of the Secretary to furmsh

him immediately with a copy of the resolutions and of the award

as to expenses, with a notice, which may be in this form :

0.—Notice of Jadgment.

To Bro. A. B. :

Take notice, that the foregoing is a copy of resolntiona

adopted by Triluminar Lodge, No. 800, at their communication

held at their Lodge room in Freetown, on the 30th day of April

instant, together with a copy of the award made by the commis-
sioners as to expenses.

P. 0. Secretary.

Dated, April 30th, 1859.

Thus have been presented the ordinary proceedings from com-

plaint to judgment on a Masonic trial on charges preferred in a

Lodge. Sorpe of them may be found practically unnecessary, but

the complaint, minutes and report are deemed important, and

should be substantially followed in every case. Other proceedings,

under the title of the Constitution, entitled "Of Trial and Its In-

cidents," may be adapted to them, varjing the allegations to suit

the case, and bearing in mind that in all the cases mentioned in

section 54 the decision of the commissioners is final, unless an ap-

peal be taken from it. (§ 58. ) In these cases the report will be

mode to the Grand Lodge, and the minutes, with the report an-

nexed, filed in the office of the Grand Secretary, and notice given

to the parties by the commissioners. Their report, in such cases,

need not conclude with resolutions, but with an award of judg-

ment in the nature of both a verdict and sentence. It may be in

this form, in place of the recommendation of resolutions :

10.—Report of Commisslonerg (coKOtar firm).

The said oDmmissioners do therefore adjudge and determine as

follows :

X. That the charges of intoxication against Bro. A. B., of Trila-

minar Lodge, No. 800, preferred by Bro. C. D., of Anchor Lodge,

No. 801, on the 9th day of April, 1859, are sxistained, and that ha

is goUty of the said charges.
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2. That the aaid Bro. A, B. be and he is hereby suspended from

said Triluminax Lodge, and from the rights and privilegos of Mft"

eonry, for the space of three months from this date.

3. That the said A. B. be adjudged to pay the charges and ex-

penses of the proceedings on this trial.

The charges and expenses, &o., (as in the preceding report, ex-

cept as to parties notified, and add) and our report has been duly

filed with the R. W. Grand Secretary (dated and signed by the

commissioners).

The foUovring may be the form of their notice :

11.—Notice of Judgment by Commissioners.

To and :

Take notice that we have this day made and signed our

report to the Grand Lodge, by which we have adjudged and deter-

mined that Bro. A. B. is guilty of the charges preferred against

him, and that he is suspended from Triluminar Lodge, No. 800,

and from the rights and privileges of Masonry, for the space of

three mouths, and that he do pay the costs and expenses of the

proceedings before us, amounting to the simi of three 'dollars.

Signed by the Commissioners.
Dated, April 23, 1859.

The subject of Appeals next claims our attention, and we shall

still foUow the form of proceedings after trial on charges preferred

in a Lodge against a member.

The time limited in every case for bringing an appeal is six

months (§ 58) ; but where a party is intending to appeal it is ad-

visable that he give notice of it immediately, which may be in the

following form :

l^.—notice of Appeal.

To P. Q., Secretary of Triluminar Lodge, No. 800 ;

Take notice, that I shall oring an appeal from the action

of said Lodge on the 30th day of April, 1859, in passing sentence

of suspension on me for three months, to the M. W. Grand Lodge
of the State of New York (or the M. W. Grand Master, K. W. Dep-
uty Grand Master, or R. W. District Deputy Grand Master of this

district, as he may choose,) on the grounds to be stated in my ap.

peal.

Dated, Ma;; 4, ISSa A. R
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On receiving this notice, tte Secretary of the Lodge—or, in all

cases not under section 60, the commissioners—^will transmit tc

the Grand Lodge, or Grand ofScer, as the case may be, a copy ol

the minutes of proceedings embracing the evidence, with a copy ol

the report, to the Lodge—marked and numbered 8—annexed,

*11 duly attested and certified ; and by carefully observing these

dii'ections it may always be done promptly. This, if filed with the

Grand Secretary, may be furnished to the Grand Lodge, or its

Committee on Appeals, or to the Grand officer appealed to, when
desired. When the appeal is to a Grand officer, the report may be

transmitted to him directly, to be by him afterwards filed with the

Grand Secretary. The appellant should next prepare his appeal,

which may be in this form :

13.—Appeal.
To the M. W. Grand Lodge of the State of New Tori (or M. W.

Grand Master) :

The undersigned hereby appeals to you from the decision

of Trilnminar Lodge, No. 800, made April 30, 1859, in passing

sentence of suspension on him for three months, and he specifies

the following as the ground of his appeal

:

1. That P. U. , one of the commissioners on his trial, was incom-

petent to act, having been present at the meeting of said Lodge
when the charges were preferred, and voted for their reference.

2. That the commissioners err^d in deciding that P. S. , Esq.

,

should not be allowed to assist the undersigned in his defense.

3. That the second specification of the charges is vague and un
certain.

i. That the commissioners erred in receiving testimony as to ap
pearanoes of intoxication.

6. That they erred in rejecting the sworn affidavit of J. B.

6. That the proofs in the case were not snffioient to warrant the

finding of the commissioners.

7. That the Lodge erred in passing the resolution of suspension

by a majority vote.

All of which appoom by the papers proceedings and evidence in

the case.

Dated, May 11, 1859. A. B.

A oopy of this appea. should be served on the Seoretaiy of tbt
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Lodge ; and it is best, also, to serve a copy on the appellate tribn-

nal or officer. Within ten days (this is suggested as an admirable

time, there being no regulation on the subject,) an answer should

be made to the appeal by the Lodge. As in most cases this is

merely taking issue, the form of an answer on appeal may be un-

necessary
; yet one is subjoined, as follows :

14:.—Ansiver to Appeal.

TrUuminar Lodge, No. 800, answers the appeal of A. B. and

eays :

That the said Lodge denies ttiat there is any error in the pro-

ceedings of said Lodge, or of the commissioners appointed for the

trial of the said A. B., and further says that the decision of said

Lodge in said case is sustained both by the law and evidence

therein applioaole thereto.

Dated, May 21, 1859. S. L., Junior Warden.

This is very general, and if a specific denial is deemed necessary

—taking issue upon each of the grounds of appeal and assigning

reasons therefor—it may be made after the foregoing form in com-

mencement, and adding thereto as follows :

Because the said Lodge says as to the first ground of appeal, &o.

And because the said Lodge says as to the second ground of ap-

peal, &o.

The case being thus fairly brought up on appeal, the Grand

Lodge or Grand officer may hear the same, either by oral argu-

ment, or the appeal and answer thereto may be made sufficiently

full to call attention to aU the points in the case and the reasons

therefor. If the Secretary of the Lodge shall have omitted a tran-

script of the proceedings of the Lodge, and the same be required

to make the case perfectly understood, the Grand Master, Deputj

Grand Master, or District Deputy Grand Master may make an or-

der in this form :

15.—Order on Appeal.

OmoE OP THE Geand Mastee of Masons, J

May 28, 18.. f

To the W. Master, "Warden and Brethren of Triluminar Lodge,

No. 800 :

Bro. A. B. having duly appealed from the decision of youi

Lodge made on the 30th April, 1859, suspending him for threa
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months, you are hereby required to transmit, by the hand of yoni

Secretary and seal of your Lodge, a transcript of all the proceed-

ings of your Lodge, in the case of the said A. B., from the time ol

the presentation of the charges against him until the final action ol

your Lodge thereon, with the several dates thereof^ together with

ttU papers and documents relating thereto not heretofore returned,

vrithiu .... days from the receipt of this order by you.

Given under my hand and private seal on the day

and year first above written.

, Grand Master.

After argument the appellate tribunal will, with all convenient

dispatch, pronounce the deoisioiL If made by a Grand officer, it

should be filed, together with the appeal papers, in the office of the

Grand (Secretary, and may be in this form :

16.—Decision on Appeal.

Office of the Gba>id Mastes of Masons, &o., Jane i, 1859.

In the Matteb op the AppeaIi

of

Bbotbeb a. B.

Brother A. B. having appealed from the decision of Triluminai

Lodge, No. 800, made on the 30th day of April, 1859, by which he

was suspended from the rights and privileges of Masonry for three

months, on charges of intoxication ; and having heard the case, I

have carefully considered the facts appearing on said appeal, and

the grounds of error alleged by him. There does not seem to bo

any error or irregularity in the proceedings, or in the several de-

cisions of the commissioners on the trial, and the facts of the case

warrant the conclusions of the commissioners and the decision of

the Lodge.

[If the officers desire to review the facts or comment upon any

of the points taken, he muy here insert his remarks and reasons.

"

My judgment and decision, therefore, is, that the proceedings

»ud decisicns of Triluminar Lodge, No. 800, in the case of Bro. A.

B. , be and the same are hereby af&rmed.

, Grand Master.

If the decision be reversed, the appellate officer will vary the

second paragraph and give his reasons for dissenting from the ooik
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elusions of the commissioners and Lodge, and use the word •' re-

versed" in the last paragraph, instead of "affirmed." Should hs

desire to make any special order in the case, it may be added at

the end.

When an appeal is taken from the decision of a Grand officer, on

appeal to the Grand Lodge the ease mil be heard on the papers

which were before him, and it will only need the following and

final form of an appeal to bring up the matter, which should ba

served on the Lodge through its proper officer, a reasonable time

(say twenty days) before the annual communication of the Grand

Lodge, and a copy transmitted to the Grand Secretary forthwith.

17.—Final Appeal to Grand liOdge*

To the M. W. Grand Master (or E. W. Deputy Grand Master) anj

the W. Master Wardens and Brethren of Triluminar Lodge,

No. 800:

The undersigned, A. B., hereby appeals to the M. W. Grand

Lodge of the State of New York, from ttie decision of the M. W.
Grand Master, made in and by his order of June 4th, 1859, in the

case of this appellant, af&rming the decision of said Lodge on the

30th April, 1859, in the same case, on the grounds particularly

stated and set forth in his appeal to the M. W. Grand Master, dated

May 11, 1859, and respectfully prays your consideration thereoi

and judgment thereon.

Dated, June 6, 1859. A. B.

In the nature of the case, no answer to this appeal is required *

and when the appeal comes before the Grand Lodge it will take

the direction prescribed by its rules and usages.

From the foregoing general forms and directions, sufficient may
be gathered to apply to every case of Masonic discipline and trial,

between any parties and whatever may be the decision. To have

extended the forms, or adapted those given to every varying

change, would be great labor without adequate benefit, and es-

pecially in the great variety of charges. It should be remarked

that, when the charges are based upon a section ol the constitu-

tion, or of the Lodge by-laws, it should be plainly emd distinctlj

referred to.

Should the accused admit the charges when served upon him,

proof of such admission or confession will be all that the commi»
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djners are required to have made, and they will make up theii

minutes, and report accordingly, adopting the foregoing forms.

If the accused fails to appear and answer the charges aftei

personal service, the Commissioners may proceed, after taking

proof of such service, to take proof of the charges, and in such

oaae the Master should appoint some brother to appear for him.

The minutes and report in such cases should be full, and the forms

given can readily be modified to suit such a state of facts.

DISPENSATION TO A LODGE TO CONTINUE ITS LABOKS, AFTER Tilt

DESTKOCTION OU LOSS OF ITS WARRANT.

We, , Most Worshipful Grand Master of Masons, in and

for the State of , to the AVorshipful Master, Wardens, and

members of Lodge, No , held in Greetino:

Whereas, our Kight Worshipful Grand Lodge, by warrant under

the hands of the then R. W. Grand Officers, and seal of the Grand

Lodge, bearing date the day of in the year of our LoEn

one thousand hundred and , and of Masonry five thou

sand hundred and , and recorded in the book of war.

rants page , authorized the holding of a Lodge undei

their jurisdiction, in , or within five miles thereof, to be

called No. . . ., which Lodge was duly constituted on the

, and the labors thereof carried on agreeably to the

Ancient Landmarks, so far as our Grand Lodge has information

respecting the same: And, wrfiiEAS, it has been represented to us

that the said warrant has been iost or mislaid:

Now, therefore, by virtue of the powers and authorities in us vest-

ed, we do hereby authorize, empower, and request yon, the present,

and succeeding Worshipful Master, Wardens, and members of the

said Lodge, No . . .
.
, to continue your Masonic labors, in the same

full and complete manner, to all intents and purposes, as you could,

or migh t legally have done, if your said warrant had not been

and was still in existence, agreeably to all the usages, rules and

regulations of the ancient craft, and especially to those of out

Grand Lodge, and not contrarywise.

Given under our hand and seal, at the city of . ., in the State of. .,

this. . .day af in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun

ired and , and of Masonry five thousand eight hundred and.

.

[l» a.] t Orand Ufasier.

Attest, , Grand Secretary.
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CEBTIFICATE OF ELECTION.

The certificate of tlie election of officers in a Subordinate Lodg<

should be in the following form, and said officers cannot be recog-

nized as members of the Grand Lodge until a proper certificate ol

election is filed in the Grand Secretary's office :

Be it known, that on the day of A. L. 58 . . , at a

regular meeting of Lodge, No. . . held in the county

&f in the State of , our worthy Brother was

elected Master ; our worthy Brother Senior Warden, and

our worthy Brother Junior Warden of the said Lodge, for

the ensuing year, and that said Master and Wardens have been

duly installed.

In testimony whereof we, the members of the said Lodge, have

caused the seal thereof to be hereunto affixed, and our Secretary

to sign the same.

[L. s.] Secretary.

FORM OF A PROXY.

The Proxy of the Subordinate Lodges should be in the following

form, viz :

At a meeting of Lodge, No , held at in the

county of in the State of on the . . . day of . .

.

A. L. 58..

Eesolved, That our Worshipful Brother , Past Master (oi

Master, as the case may be,) of Lodge, No be and he

is hereby appointed Proxy, to represent this Lodge in the Grand

Lodge of the State of , and he is fuUy empowered to aol

in our behalf, in all the transactions of the Grand Lodge, as effect-

ually as if we ourselves were personally present.

All which we have caused to be certified by our Master and War
dena, and the seal of our Lodge to be affixed.

[L. 8.] , Master.

Senior Warden.

Junior Warden.
Secretary.


















