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AOOKPTKD KASOJ!IS. 

BBBTliBBN,-The following Lectures were composed 
for the use of the Barnard Castle Lodge of Concord, 
over which I presided for several successive yean. 
Explanatory notes are given to support my positiona, 
or exemplify the princ~ples of the work. 

These Lectures, it is hoped, may serve to detect the 
wretched artifices used by wicked men to impose upon 
the world; and may also excite in you the due· exercise 
of those moral works which our prokssion enjoins. 

From the nature of our Society and its laws, it ia 
difficult to write on the subject of Masonry. We are 
not allowed that explicit language any other topic 
would admit of. The moral intention of the work 
pauat plead for what is couched in allegory,. or com­
prehended in that peculiarity of language which ·our 
mysteries preecribe.· 

To tbia edition many valuable Lectures, Obaervati~, 
and Prooii, are added. 
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WILLIAM: HUTCHINSON, F.A.S., 

Ta much respected Author ot this work, paid the 
debt of Nature on the 7th of April, 1814, at the Grove, 
Barnard Castle, at the advanced age of eighty-two 
years of an active and well-spent life. Notwithstandillg 
an extensive practice as an Attorney-at-Law, such wu 

Mr. Hutchinson's indefatigabl~. industry, that he com­

piled and wrote "A History of the County of Durham," 
in three large quarto volumes; "A View of Northum­
berland," in two volumes;" A History of Cumberland," 
in two quarto volumei; "The Spirit of. Masonry," which 
has gone through many editions; with & number of 
other publications, to which his name was not prefixed. 
He was a Member ?f the Royal SocietJ. of Antiquaries, 
and much respected fo~ his extensive literary acquire­
ments, his cultivated mind, and suavity of mannerL 
~ death \vas preceded only two or three d&ys by that 

of his wife, in the 78th year of her age; and they were 
both interred in the II&Dle grave. 



ADDRESS BY THE EDITOR. 

AJ,J. writers on Freemasonry appear to ~ve been 
inftuenced by a desire to impress on the frat_ernity a 
love for its science and philoaophy; and althf?ugb their 
works usually include much practical instruction in 
:Masonry, it is so blended with other useful'matter, that 
an anxious brother, who is desirous of beeoming 8('­

quainted with our secret mysteries, may be deterred 
from the tuk of analyzation by its apparent difficulty. 
He may be in doubt where to begin-be may be at a 
losa how to arrange the materials before him; and thus, 
incapable of any certain classification, may give up the 
attempt in despair. 

I admit that the beneficial use of such publications 
pre-supposes some knowledge of our general Lectures; 
and u this knowledge can oply be attained in tyled 
lodges, .it may, in many instances, be difficult of acce88 
in the Provinces; because, unfortunately, the practice 
of lecturing is not very prevalent. This is the more to 
be regretted, because when scientific men a,re induced 
to enrol their names amongst us, from a desire to become 
acquainted with the abstruse knowledge which the 
Order undoubtedly contains, they retire, after a long 
period of annous attendance on our Lodge meeting~, 

..... I 
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very much dilappoiated at the meagre a~d uDB&tisfactory 
character of prooeedings, which a little attention to a 
judicious aystem of lecturing would have inveated with 
dignity and eft'ect. 

To ·obviate this evil, the brethren should reaort to 
nch published works as the volume before u.a, as well 

u others which profesa to furnish an analysis of the 
Lodge Lectures; and by using them with diligence and 
industry, they will loon discover a mine of information 
which will enrich their minds with a knowledge of the 
great and valuable truths furniahed by the science and 
philosophy of the Order. 

TBB EDITOL 
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SPIRIT OF MASONRY. 

INTRODUCTORY DISSBRTA.TION ON TBB STATB OF FRBB• 

MASONRY IN THB BIGHTBBNTH CENTURY. ' 

IN ages of comparative darkness, whether it proceed 
from the prevalence of ignorance and superstition on the 
one hand, or from the existence of vice, arising eut of a 
false estimate of human .happiness, on the other, Free or 
Speculative Mssonry' has never unreservedly ·displayed 
her charms. The ·operative branch, in all countries, 
effected the greatest and most comprehensive designs 
during such benighted periods ; but even this was 
owing to the circumscribed sphere to which its mysteries 
were confined. None could' comprehend or practise it 
but the honoured few whose minds were enligntened by 
a taste for science and philosophy; while the ignorant 
multitude wondered at the results which were accom­
plished by the judicious union of Wisdom, Strength, and 
Beauty. 

It will be unnece88&l'J to revert to ~nt ages in proof 
of this hypothesis, although it is fully exemplified in the 
productions of India, Egypt, and the new world; the re­
mains. of which, by their sublimity of conception, blended 
with the beauty of their execution, still excite the admi­
ration and astonishment of mankind. Within little more 
than a century from our own times, we have sufficient 
evidence to show, that, when Speculative Masonry re­
fused to flourish amidst the rank weeds of ignorance, 
superstition, and vice, which disfigured the soil of our 
native land, Operative Masonry shone forth in all ita 
glory, at,1d produced specimens of art which will convey 

2 
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INTBODVCTORY DU8BRTATION 

the names of our eminent brothers, Sir Christopher 
Wren, Inigo Jones, Archbishop Sheldon, Sir John Van­
brugh, and others, with honour to posterity. The splen­
did churches, palaces, and rublic edifices which were 
erected by these ingenious m~ons, are ·IQaBter-pieees of 
architectural science as it was understood and practi8ed 
in the age when they flourished. St. Pants Cathedral, 
with all its defects, constitutes a triumph of the art; for 
it was begun and completed, in the space of thirty-five 
years, by one architect, the great Sir Christopher Wren; 
one principal mason, Mr. Strong; and under one Bishop 
of London, Dr. Henry Compton; whereas St. Peter's, at 
Rome, the only structure that can bear a competition 
with it, continued one hundred and fifty-five years in 
building, under twelve successive a,rchitects, assisted by 
the police and interests of the Roman See, and attended 
by the best artiste in sculpture, st&iuary, painting, and 
mosaic work.1 

In this age, Speculative Masonry was little known. 
At the Revolution, in 1688, only seven Lodges were in 
existence, and of thelD there were but two that held 
their meetings regularly, and these were chieflx Opera­
tive. This declension of the Order may be attributed to 
the low scale of morality which distinguished the latter 
end of the seventeenth and the beginning of the eighteenth 
century. And how, indeed~ could FreemaBOnry, pure 
and spotless as it is, continue to flourish at a time when 
the literature and morals of this country were in a state 
of semi-lethargy, and a taste for reading, or the pursuits 
of science and phil080phy, had scarcely begun to manifest 
itself amongst the middle cl&8868 of BOciety Y A modem 
writer aays, " Though the reign of Queen Anne has been 
generally termed the . Augustan age of literature in this 
kingdom, owing to the co-existence of a few celebrated 
writers, it il tUt.oniM&ing how little, duri'f!.g tkegreatat part tf 
that period, wtU the injonnati.on of the higlaer and midtllt 
clauu of IOCiety. To the character of the gentlemiW, 
neither education nor letters were thought necessary; 
and any display of learning, however superficial, was, 
among the fashionable circles, deemed rudeness and 
pedantry. 'That g~neral. knowledge,' observes Johneon 

1 Andenon's Book of ConstitutioUB, p. 169. Edit;. 1784. 
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'which now circulates in common talk, was then rarely 
to be found. :Men, not professing learning, were not 
ashamed of ignorance; and in the female world, any 
acquaintance with books was distinguished only to 
be censured.' When we reflect, tkat to ~ COAternpt 
for aU literary acquirement t.m1 then a certain proof of 
gentility, and ignorance the characteristic of superior 
station--a statement which, I believe, previous to the 
publication of the Tatler, is nearly correct-we ought to 
hesitate in assigning the epithet of Augustan to this era 
of our history." 

And again : " He who aspired to reputation in the 
circles of gallantry, 888umed that laxity of morals and 
looseness of manners which he had so frequently con­
templated and admired upon the stage; whilst to be kaown 
to lw:re devoted any leiwre to the dutio cl derotion, to the 
•twly of the clama, or the acqwilition of 1cience, tiJO'fJid Jw.'I'Je 
ruined him for t$eT in t"M utimatioa of t"M.fultiDnolJle toorld. 
Nor, after all these sacrifices at the shrine of dissipation 
and vice, were the accomplishments and addreBB of these 
gentlemen· entitled to the praise of either refinement or 
grace. On the contrary, their manners were coarse, 
their conversation obscene, and their amusements fre­
quently so gross that bull-baiting, bear-baiting, and prize­
fighting were considered as appropriate recreations for 
the highest ranks: 'They were not only attended,' re­
marks an annotator upon the Tatler, 'by· butchers, 
drovers, and great crowas of all aorta of mob, but like­
wise by dukes, lords, knights, squires, _&e. There were 
aeats particularly set apart for the quality, ornamented 
with old tapestry hangings, into which none were 
admitted unCler half-a-crown, at least. The neighbour­
hood of these amusements was· famous for sheltering 
thieves, pick-pockets, and infamous women, and for 
breeding bull.::ciogs.' " 1 This state ef things was very 

11 Drake's EI!Bays, pp. lfl, 34. As a necessary oonsequenoe of 
81lOh eumples, a verr great luity of morals prevailed amongst the 
inferior cluses of 80018ty. The hiBtorian has recorded that "England 
waB at this period infested with robbers, IUIBIUIIIins, and incendiariea ; 
the natural eoniMMJuenoes of degeneraoy, corruption, and the want of 
police in the intenor government of the kingdom. This defect, in a 
sreat measure, arose from an absurd notion, that laws neceaeary to 
prevent those acts of cruelty, violence, and rapine, would be inoom­
patible with the liberty of Britiah su)Jjecte; a notion that ooafomada 
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unfavourable to the cultivation of the philosophy of 
14'reeiD&80nry. 

But a taste for the refinements of literature and science 
had made a rapid progreSB before the middle .of the 
eighteenth century. 'l'he periodical writers of the day, 
particularly Addison and Steele, in the Tatler1, SpectaUm, 
and Guardian.,, contributed to produce this effect. The 
operation of these moral essays is thus described, in a 
letter to a friend, by a contemporary writer, speaking 
from personal experience. " It is incredible to conceive 
the effect these writings have had on the· town; how ' 
manr thousand follies they have either quite banished, 
or glVen a very great check to; how much countenance 
they have added to virtue and religion ; how many 
people they have rendered happy, by showing them it 
was their own fault if they were not so; and lastly, how 
entirely they have convinced our fops and young fellows 
of the value and ' advantages of leaming."-And again: 
"These writings have set all our wits and men of letters 
upon a new way of thinking, of which they had little or 
no notion before ; and, though we cannot yet ear that 
any of them have come up to the beauties of the onginal, 
I think we may venture to affirm that every one of 
them writes and thinks more justly than they did some 
time since." · · 

This testimony is highly honourable to the candour of 
its author, and to the talents and undaunted persevereoce 
in the cause of religion and virtue, by which the above 
amiable writers were animated. And it will not be 
conceding too much to the influence of their immortal 
productions, if we lidrnit that the revival of Freemasonry, 

all distinctions between liberty and brlltallioentioumesa ; u if that 
freedom were desirable in the enjoyment of which peoJ?le find no 
security for their lives or effects. The peculiar depravity of the 
times was visible even in the conduct of those who preyed upon the 
commonwealth. Thieves and robbers were now become more des­
perate and ~~avage than ever they had appeared since mankind Willi 

civilized. In the exeroiae of their rapine, they wounded, maimed, 
1111d even murdered the unhappy sufferers, through a wantonness of 
barbario/· They ciroulated letters, demanding sums of money from 
oertain mdividuals, on pain of reducing their houses to ashes and 
their families to ruin ; and even set fire to the house of a rich mer­
chant in Bristol, who bad refused to comply with their demand. The 
IllUDe 11pecies of villany was practised in every part; of the kingdom." 
(8m.ollett.'s England, vol. ii., p. 454.) 
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in 1717, was owing, in a great measure, to their opera­
tion on public taste and public morality. 

There was, however, one degrading vice, which appears 
to have taken too deep a root to be extirpated by the 
simple process of moral teaching, or ingenious raillery. 
I mean the pleasures of the bottle ; which continued to 
prevail ong after this reformation of pubtic opinion had 
taken place.-Even our great moralists themselves were 
not proof against its seductive influence. a The contagion 
of convivial habits had found its way into the Mason­
lodge, notwithstanding which, the fraternity were very 
tenacious of their peculiar secrets. An impassable barrier 
was formed round the tyled lodge, and the tremendous 
procul e8t projani was rigidly enforced. The idea of com­
mitting any of the laws, usages, or transactions of Free­
masonry to print, was not so much as entertained: it 

1 It wu considered a mark of distinction to be oalled a three-bottle 
man ; and a disgrace to retire from a publ;.o dinner sober. And it ia 
a melanoholr. fact, that this vice was not uncommon amongst men 
eminently gifted with great and commanding talents. " Sir Richard 
Steele spent half his time in a tavern ; in fact, he may be 1!8id to have 
measured time by the bottJe ; for it is on record that being sent for 
by his wife, he returned for answer that he would be with her in half­
a-bottle. The like may be said of that great genius, Savage, the 
poet; and even Addison was dull and prosy ·u11 he was three parts 
drunk. It is also recorded of Pitt, but I cannot vouch for the truth 
of it, that two bottles of 4>0rt wine, per diem, were his usual allowance, 
and that it was to this alone he was indebted for the almost super­
human labour he went through during his short, but actively employ­
ed life. His friend and colleague, Harry Dundas, afterwards Lord 
Melville, went the same lengths. Sheridan, laterally, without wine 
was a driveller. He II80riBced to it talents suoh as no man I ever 
heard or read of possessed, for no subject appeared to be beyond his 
reach. The learned Porson was a drunkard, so was Robert Burns, 
the poet."-(Frazer's Magazine, vol. ii., p. 730.) The vice bas. 
completely disappeared from among that c~ ; and a gentleman, a 
tradesman, or a BCholar, wonld now consider it an indelible disgrace 
to be seen drunk. This is a striking feature in the progress or good 
manners at the present day ; and is one ~t reason why the inter­
val between the rich and the poor is Bald to be widened in reoent 
times, by the moral ascendancy which is derived from strict propriety 
or conduct. All mental im_{lrovement, however, is ptogressiTe. A 
hundred years ago hard drinking was fashionable with the nobility and 
~ntry; and to be sober, even at a ball, or in a· drawing-room with 
the ladies, was not very common ; thirty years ago it b&d desoended 
to the middle classes ; it now subsists almost sofely with the opera­
tives; in a few years we may anticipate that it will be confined to the 
Tery refuse of society-trampers, vagabonds, md OOIIlDlOil tlaievee. 

• 
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wu deemed a crime 110 monstroua as to admit neither of 
palliation nor exeu~~e. An univenal coOBternation wu 
therefore produced amongst the fraternity, when, in 1718, 
Grand Master Payne, at the annual grand festival, de­
sired all old writing& and recorda which might be in 
the poeeeuion of any of the brethren throughout England, 
to be delivered-up to the Grand Lodge, prepant.tory t.o 
the compilation of a body of Muonic CoOBtitutioDB for 
the Ule of the lodgea under ita jnriBdiction. The alarm 
wu 110 great, that/apen in abundance were seereted, 
and even deBtroye , leat they should fall into the hand& 
of the Grand Lodge, and be made public ; a meuure 
which they conceived would be highly injurioUB to the 
intereata of the Craft.-Experience baa proved that their 
fean were ground I eM; for FreemBBOnry made little or 
no progreM until ita claima-to respect and veneration 
were fllirly laid before the world in a printed form. • 

In thoBe times the ~ublic &aw nothing of Freemasonry 
but ita annual proce881one on the day of the grand feast 
It W&B conaidered, therefore, merely as a variety of the 
club syBtem which then prevailed amongst all ranks and 
deacriptiona of people; and aa theae institutions were of 
a convivial nature, Freemasonry was reduced, in public 
opinion, to the aame level. And, to a certain extent, 
thiB conclusion was not very far from the truth. The 
practice of the lodges was principally of a social and 
companionable character. Sometimes the Master found 
leiBure and inclination to deliver . a charge, or a portion 
of the lectures ; and such entries as the following are fre­
quent i~ the minute-books of that period : "The R. W. 
:Master delivered an elegant char~, or a portion of Martin 
Clare's lectures,6 as the case rmght be, and the evening 

• The Grand Lodge, in it!! Book of Conlltitutiona, promulgared ill 
1722, inserted a law providing that "No brother shall P"'lmme It• 
print, or oaUAe to be printed, the proceedings of any ~. or aDY 
put thereof, or the names of the }X'ri!Ons present at such fodgt>, bat 
by the direction of the Grand Master, or his deputy, under pain rl 
being diaowned for a brother, and not to be admitted into any qaar· 
tarly communication, or Grand Lodge, or any lodge wha~•'r: 
and of being rendered incapable of bearing any oftice in the Craft." 
But the Grand Lodge ~y vi.olared the law, by publiahing u 
aoooant of its own transactions. 

1 Martfh Clare was a Fellow of the Royal Society, and from Grui 
. 8. W., in 1741, roll' to be Deputy Grand Muter; and he oomJMIB!d. 
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was spent in singing and decent merriment."6 Thia 
propensity pervaded all the lodges in a greater or leu 
degree. The usual penalty for a breach of the by-law• 
was " a bottle of wine to be consumed on the spot;" and 
it was not an uncommon occurrence to expend the whol• 
tee on a night of initiation in a supper and;wine; although 
on such occasions the lodge ought to have been clothed, 
or, in other words, furnished with new aprons and gloves. 
And it may be here remarked, that none but grand officeq 
were allowed to wear blue ribbons or aprons. The Master 
and Wardens of a private lodge had the privilege of lininp: 
their white aprons with silk of the same colour, and all 
the officers were ordered to wear their jewels suspended 
trom white ribbons. a A bon tJivam was in high request; 
and if any brother had a friend who p088essed a large 
portion of vivacity and humour, was capable of singing 
a good song, or celebrated for his fund of anecdote and 
pun,9 he was sure to be invited to join the society, even 

ur compiled, a lecture for the Ull8 of the lodges in the First Degree. 
Other lectures besides .Martin Clare's were in use, for there WWI nu 
unifonnity in the London system at that period. The Grand Lodge 
at York W'&ll more particular. 

• The conviviality of onr jovial forefather& waa of rather a boillterou11 
character; and the brethren of that day frequently introduced into 
their ceremonie11 a great deal of extrinsic matter, which, being smnl.'­
what obatreperous, the cowan lwlrd, but could not comprehend. 'fhi11 
gave ril18 to many absurd conjectures, and confirmed old prejudiCl•-t~, 
which it will be unneoei!IIIU'Y to enumerate in this place. 

7 By the laws of the Grand Lodge," OF MAKINGS," Art. 4, it wa11 
provided that "Every new brother, at his entry, is decently to duthu 
~e lodge, that illt all the brethren preseDt ; and 'tO deposit something 
for the relief of indigent and deoayed brethren, &II the CIUldidate shall 
think fit to bestow, over and above the small allowance that may be 
stated in the by-laws of ~ particular lodge. ' 1 · 

1 The dress of liD English Muter Muon W'&ll Ull&lllllllllinf$,· It 
OODBisted simply of white stoc~, gloves, and aprons.-Whllo the 
foreign lodges were remarkable lor the splendour and elegance of 
their decorations. Thus, at their· public fel!ti.nls no expense was 
spared ; their balls were furnished in the most superb taate, and hung 
round with the richest tapestry. The places set apart for the recep­
tion of Masons were oovered With orimson velvet, and the )laster's 
ohair WWI enriched with embroidery and gold. Their aprons were 
richly embroidered, and decorated with gold BDd silver frin~ .w1d 
bullioa; and 110me of them were beantifully embellished wtth the 
Yllriooa insignia of the Order, BDd other masonic emblems. 

1 Punning "'11'811 a speeil's of wit which wu.much affected in thWIII 

times, and kept up the conviviality of the lodges. Dr. Birch, Chan­
cellor of Wo~, highly approved of it, beoause it promoted 

• 

• 
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if he were ~tuitously initiated, in the hope that be 
would contribute his talenhl to the amusement of the 
brethren.18 It W88 an error of these times that the 
brethren were not sufficiently goarded respecting admi. 
eions; a practice which served to bring Masonry int.o 
dierepute, aa W'all · aa to create a burden on its fund of 
bene~olence.11 And the circumsta!l.oo of the grand festi­
vals being frequently celebrated at a tavern called " The 
Devil," gave rise to many frivolous and absurd suggee­
tione, not very creditable to the Order; becauae the 
eame place w&S notorious for the orgies of another society 
of pr-ofligate persons, who bad assumed the revolting name 
of "The Hell-fire Club," and attracted public attention 
more particularly, because ibl members were men of 
nmk ; and here, it is said, the celebrated J obn Wilkes -
spent his evenings in convivial amueements.11 Tbeae 

KQOd-hum.ourin 10ciety. It was 10metimes uaed in the pulpit; and, 
lrom the specimens wirlch have de1100nded to our times, the attempbl 
at tbD kind of wit were of a very dull character. 

10 Thus, in an old minute-book of the Witham Lodge at Lincoln, 
wder date of Jan. 2, 1732, we find the following proposition : "Brother 
Every recommended Mr. Stephen Harri110n, of the Close of LinoolD, 
musio-Dllll!ter, as a propflr .per10n to be a member of .thia 110ciety, 
and proposed to give a guinea towll.l'ds the chll.l'gee of his admi&aion. 
Sir Cecil W ray .Proposed to give another guinea ; Sir Christophfll" 
Hales, balf-a-gumea; to which 8ir Cecil W ray added another gwueL 
-And itl regard Mr. HaTri1cm might be uefol and entmainiwg 
to 1M IOCiety, the lodge agreed to admit him for the said sum of 
£3. 13r. 6d." 

11 We l1ave the evidence of Brother Smith, who liYed about the 
middle of the eighteenth century, that there were in London a great 
number of indigent and unworthy Ma10n1 ; which, he says, "is owing 
to the very little attention paid to oandidates for initiation. The 
major part of lodges rarely enquire into the character of the penon 
proposed ; if he can but pay the two guineas for his reception, that 
111 all that ia required, or even thought of. These are the set of men 
(for Muons they cannot be oalled) who almost immediately, or il 
eoon as the laws of the fund of charity will permit, beoome a perpetual 
barden to the Society." 

lll The inooavenienoe of meeting at taYerns appears to have been 
keenly felt by the bre~n of that period ; and, therefon:, amonj!d 
the argument& for creating a fund (A.D. 1768) to be applied to the 
building of a Maaonio Hall for the meeting of the Grand Lod~, we 
find the following : " Besides, our meeting- at the houses of publicans 
sives UB the air of a bacchanalian &OCiety, instead of that appearance 
of pvity and wisdom which our Order jUBtJy requires. How pro­
perly might it be remarked on ~nch conduct, that as almost all the 
oompaniel t!aat reeort with 110 much formlllity to the city halls, ha-nt 
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practices were not calculated to produce a high opinion 
of the Craft amongst thoee who were disposed to think. 
unfavourably of its claims to .public estimation. 

It is clear from all these facts, that the Mason-lodge 
was considered as an arena for the practice of convi­
viality. And this opinion would be increased by the 
consideration, that the celebrated John James Heidegger 
waa the Arbiter EkJ!antio.rum of the Grand Lodge, and 
provided the festival dinners.11 The world saw nothing 
beyond it, except in the annual procesaions of Grand 
Lodge, which were made first on foot, and afterwards, 
most absurdly, in carriages, with three separate bands of 
music. This attempt at display excited the envy of 
other clubs, which expended itself in satirical attacks 
from the prei!B and the print-shop. Thus, on the 27th 
of April, l7 42, the grand festival was celebrated at 
Haberdashers'-hall, previously to which, the Earl of 
Moreton,14 G. M:., with :Martin Clare, his deputy, and 
other grand officers, the stewards, and a great number 
of other brethren, waited on Lord Ward, the Grand 

in view chiefly feBIIting and jollity ; 110 Ma110ns Bllsemble with an air 
of festivity at taverns, to perform . the serious duties of their profes­
sion, under the regulations of morWity and philosophy. Such conduct, 
in the eyes of eveiY thinking man, must appear ridiculous and 
absurd." . 

11 John James Heidegger was a Swiss, who long figured in Eng­
land 811 the manager of public amusements. He went through a 
variety of singular adventures before he arrived at this high station. 
But he had sufficient talent to retain it through a life extended to 
uinetv year~~. The nobility caressed him so much, and had such an 
o~~n of his taste, that all splendid and elegant entertainments 
gtven upon particular OCCBIIions, and all private Bllsemblies by sub­
scription, were submitted to his direction.-From the emoluments of 
these employments, he gained a considemble income, amounting, it 
is said, to £5000 a-year, which he expended with much liberality. 

If It may be needle&B to say that many of the nobility were en­
rolled amongst the fraternity. We have not only the evidence of 
this fact in the Book of Constitutions, in Matthew Birkhead's song, 
(which Smith erroneously attributes to Dean Swift), but collaterally 
in an ancient manuscript in the British Museum, written in the four­
teenth century, which hBII been recently published \ly J. 0. Halli­
well, Eaq., F. R. S. This document affords a testim64Y to the l!allle 
fact at &VOJY period of the Art from the time of Athelstan. It 
Ay&-

By old tyme~ p fyDde. · 
'fha.t the prentee IOChDlde be of J1:8DtJ'l k)' .... 
And oo onmtyme Jl:"'le lordyo bTod 
'hU thy• pmetr,' t.loat p 1'111 pelt. 

\ 
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Master elect, at his house in Upper Brook-street, and 
after being entertained b;r him at breakfast, made the 
procession from thence ID carriages, and· with three 
bands of music playing before them, ·to the aforesaid hall. 

In ridicule of this procession, a print was published, 
entitled, a " Geometrical View of the Grand Procession 
of Scald Miserable Masons, designed as they were drawn 
up over against Somerset-house, in the Strand, on the 
27th of April, 1742." This was followed, some time 
afterwards, by a broad-sheet, headed with a wood-cut. 
representing a procession of p~udo-Masons, some being 
mounted on asses, and others in carts and coaches drawn 
by the same animals ; all wearing the Masonic insignia, 
and attended by three bands of music.15 It was called 
" The solemn and stately procession of the Scald Mise­
rable Masons."18 Ahderson thus notices the circum­
stance : " Some unfaithful brethren, disappointed in their 
expectations of the high offices and honours of the society, 
baa joined a number of the ·buffoons of the day, in a 
scheme to exhibit a mockery of the rublic procession to 
the grand feast. This, as may wei be supposed, fur-

11 These were the instruments. Four oows' horns ; six hottentot 
hautbois ; four tea-canisters with broken glass in them ; four shovels 
and brushes; two double-bass dripping pans; a tenor frying-pan; a 
salt box in delasol; and a pail: of tubs. 

11 The letter-press is too extensive to introduce here; but it may 
be intt'Jrestin~ to subjoin an extract from the Remonstrance of the 
Right Worshipful the Grand Master of the Scald Miserable Masons. 
" Whereas, by our manifesto some time past, dated from our lodge 
in Brick-street, we did, in the most explicit manner, vindicate the 
ancient rights and privileges of this society, and, by incontestable 
arguments, evince our superior dignity and seniority to all other in­
stitutions, whether Grand-V olgi, Gregorians, Hurlotluvmbians, Ubi­
quarians, Hiccubites, Lumber Troopers, or Freemasons; yet, never­
theless, a few persons, under the laet denomination, still arrogate to 
themselves the usurped titles of Most Ancient and Honourable, in 
open violation of truth and justiee ; still endeavour to impose their 
false mysteries (for a premium) on the credulous and unwary, ~der 
pretence of being part of our brotherhood ; and still are determined, 
with drums, trumpets, ~t chariots, and other unconstitutional finery, 
to cast a retlection on the primitive simplicity, and decent economy, 
of our ancient and annual preregrination : We, therefore, think 
proper, in justification of ourselves, publickly to disclaim all relation 
or alliance whatsoever, with the said society of Freemasons, as the 
same mo.st manifestly tend to . the saorifioe of our dignity, the im­
peachment of our understanding, and the disgrace of our sol.emu 
mysteries," &o., &c., &c. 
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nished mirth to the gaping crowd, and dia«uat to the 
fraternity; who, wisely recollecting themsefves, deter­
mined in fu~e to confine their operations within the 
limit& of their own &Riembly ;" anll the public proce&­
sions of the society were diaeontinued by an order of 
Grand Lodge. . 

And these were not the only attacks upon the sup­
posed bibulous propen&ities of the M.a.&onic fraternity/1 
The great moral pamter of the age introduced the sub­
ject into one of his great picturea-NIGBT-which is 
thus explained by Ireland: " The wounded Freemason, 
who, in zeal of brotherly love, hu drank bum pen to the 
Craft till unable to find his way home, is u~der the 
guidance of a waiter. The Salisbury flying coach is 
ovenet and broken by p&RIIing through a bonfire. The 
botcher, and little fellow, who are aasisting the passen­
ger&, are Free and .Accepted Masons. One of them has 
IL mop1' in his hand ; the pail is out of sight." Hogarth 
ridiculed the Masons in another picture, which he styled, 
" The mystery of Masonry brought to light by the Gor-
magons." . 

Freemasonry, however, wu too noble in its ·nature 
and design to be a1fected by these impotent attacks. It 

• steadily progressed to the middle of the century, when 
a greVIous schism arose which created much confusion 
amongst the fraternity. It originated Qutof the anomaly 
of two Grand Lodges; one at York, which w&& siyled, 
"The Grand I.odge of all England;"_ and th~ other in 
London, which more modestly called itself, " The Grand 

. Lodge of England." Before the year 1717, warrants 
were unknown. Any number of MasoDB within a dis­
trict, provided 'they were sufficiently numerous to open a 
lodge according to ancient usage, were competent to 

11 The following law is found amODg&t the old regulations of the 
Grand Lodge. "Caemarvon, G. M., December 4, 1755. It wu 
liiUIDimoualy agreed, that no brother, for the future, Bhllll smoke to­
beooo ill the Grand Lodge, at the quarterly oommunication, ur com­
mittee of charity, tiD the lodge &ball be closed." 

11 'The origin of " the mop" may be ascn'bed to the Mascnio per­
secution in Germany, in the early part of the century, when aeveral 
eminent Muons &IIJOCiat.ed themselve1 together to preaerve the Order 
from di110lution. They were called MopBes, from the German word 
'M.I''• which ~ a young masti1F. and wu deemed a proper em­
bl8m of the malaal fidelity and ,&Uaohment of the brethren. 



NTBODUCTORY Dil'll!lBR'l'A.TION 

meet, and perform all the functions of Ma110nry without 
any public sanction. But when the de~~ire of initiation 
became unive1'8&lly prevalent, a Grand Lodge was formed 
in London-the quarterly communications were revived, 
and a code of laws. wu agreed on for the government of 
the fraternity. Fo~ several years after the above date, 
the two Grand Lodge~~ acted under their own respective 
powers. :JJut, u the Grand Lodge of London inereaaed 
m rank and respectability, that at York declined, aud 
ultimately ceased to &886mble. Unfortunately, when the 
schism had made some pro~_ess, the London G~d 
Lodge proceeded to extremities; and, aftt>.r expellmg 
some of the prominent members, endeavoured to nell­
tralize its effects by a slight alteration in the tests of the 
two First Degree~~. This measure succeeded in exclud­
ing the sehismatics from the regular lodget~; but it gave 
rise to a distinction which vexed Freemasonry for nearly 
a century, before the wound was healed.11 

About this time, viz;, in 1738, several patents were 
issued by the Grand Lodge of England, for introducing 
1\lasonry amongst the continental nations ; and it flour­
ished there with various degree~~ of success. In Pr9test­
ant countries it rapidly progressed, and was 80 highly 
prized, that initiation could only be l!rocured by the pay­
ment of exorbitant fees ; 20 while m Roman Catholic 

11 A great outcry wai made against this trivial alteration, whicla 
was merely adopted as a temporary mark of distinction to preftllt 
the aeceders from visiting the regular lodges. It was a matter of 
perfect indift'erence ; and was thua explained in an address to the 
Duke of Athol : " I would beg leave to ask, whether two ~ 
atanding in the Guildhall of Londoa, the one facing the lltatuell of 
Gog and Magog, and the other with his back turned on them, could, 
with any degree of propriety, quarrel about their situation; aa Gog 
must be on the right of one, and Mago~ on the right of the other. 
Such, then, and far more insignificant, lS the disputatioua temper of 
the seoeding brethren, that on no better grounds than the abo"''e, 1bey 
oboo11e to -usurp a power, and to act in open and direct violation of 
the regulationa they bad solemnly engaged to maintain, and, b;r eTery 
artifice possible to be devised, endeavoured to increaae the1.r ~mm-
bers." · 

•• In Pruasi., it waa ordained that "every member should yay 25 
rix-dollars (£4. 3r.). for the Firat Degree; 50 rb:-dollars on his beiar 
p&l!lled to the Second Degree ; and 100 rix-dollara on hia beio,t ....uei 
to the degree of a Master MIU!On; amounting, together witli a &. 
IIDbsidiary payments, to £30 in the whole. From a German book. 
publi11hecl b~ &llthority ia 1777, it &pfe&rll that the Kiag of PrUIBia 

• 
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eountriea it was prohibited and diacountenanced, and 
could only be practised in secret.11 This persecution 
abroad, as well as the schism in our own country, proved, 
in their effects, favourable to the progressive inerease of 
Freemasonry. A BJ?irit of inquiry was engendered, 
which led to one uniform result: tbe dissemination of 
the science. Animated by this feeling, men became 
active !artisans in a cause which apathy might have 
induce them to abandon, if no such stimuli had existed. 

In 1748, public attention was called to l!'.reemasonry 
as a science, in a small pamphlet consisting of twelve 
octavo pages, which was published at Frankfort, entitled, 
C!in britf uonbtm btruc~mttn 'mn 'trrn Jo!)ann 
~ockt, bttrdftnb bit .f'rt!! Jltaurtrtn. 5o auf tintm 
fi'~ritb--lisc~ tints Dtrstorbnrn llrubtrs ist gtfunbtn 

was termed the Protl>ctor of Masons ; "Ferdinand, Duke of Bruns­
wick, Grand Master; his most Serene Highn8811 Frederick Augolltwl, 
Prince of Brunswick and L~nborgh, Provincial Grand Master; his 
most Serene Highness Prince Maximilian Julius Leopold, of Bruns­
wick, Deputy Provincial Grand Master; his most Serene Highness 
Prinoe Charles, Lwtdgrave of Hesse-cassel, Provincial . Grand 
:Master in Denmark; his Royal HighneBB Charles Christian Joseph, 
Duke of Coorland, Protector of Masons in Coorland, &c. From 
these appointments, the estimation in which Freemasonry was held 
in the northern nations of Europe may be easily conjectured. 

11 In the year 1738, a fonnidable bull was thundered from the Con­
clave, not only against Freemasons themselves, but against all tholl6 
,ho promoted or favoured their cause; who gave them the smallest 
countenance or advice, or who were, in any respect, connected with a 
116t of men who, in the opinion of his Holiness, were enemies to the 
tranquillity of the state, and hostile to the spiritnal interest of souls. 
This bull was followed by an edict, dated 14th January, 1739, con­
taining sentiments equall,r bigoted and enactments equally Hvere. 
'.fhe servitude of the gallies, the tortures of the raok., and a fine of 
1000 crowns in gold, were threatened to persons of every description 
who were daring enough to breathe the infectious air of a masonic 
&IIIMlmbly. lt W'B8 under the provisions of this bull that poor Coustos 
was immured and tortured by the inquisition, at Lisbon. And, strange 
to tell, the fraternity is proscribed in the Peninsula even at the pres­
ent day. In a work quoted bl Mr. Young, the writer says, "I heard 
a noted preacher, at a festival, at Santerem, preach a sermon, in 
which he made Ull8 of man7 curious expressions. The following I 
distinotll heard. This political priest ll&id, that he would grasp the 
sword till his nails llhonld grow through the palm of his hand, to 
deliTer the earth from the Freemasons : a Ht of men, who had hair 
~wing upon their hearts sinoe their eouls had left them • that to kill 
a Freemason W'B8 an act of charity to God." (Monthly Mag., 1829, 
P· 46.) • 
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morbm.• This famous manuscript possesses the reputa­
tion of having converted the learned Locke, who wu 
initiated after carefully perusing an~ analysing it. Before 
any faith can be placed on this invaluable document, it 
will be neeeuary to say a word respecting its authen­
ticity. I admit that there is some degree of mystery 
about it, and doubts have been entertained whether it be 
not a forgery. We have the strongest presumptive 
proofs that it was in existeuce about the middle of the 
last century, because the utmost publicity, was given t~ 
it, and as at that tilne Freemasonry was beginning to 
excite a considerable share of public attention, the 
deception, had it been such, would have been publicly 
exposed by its opponents. 

But no attempt was ever made to invalidate ita claim 
to be a genuine document. It was first published at 
},rankf9rt, in 1748, and appeared in the "Gentleman's 
Magazine" in 1753,whence it found its way into "Hearne's 
Life of Leland." It was printed A. D. 1769, with the 
Earl of Pembroke's name attached, in an octavo vol. on 
Freemasonry, by W ellins Calcott, dedicated to the Duke 
of Beaufort. In 1776, Hutchinson introduced it into his 
"Spirit of Masonry," which contains the imprimatureof 
Lord Petre, the Grand Master, and the sanction of the 
Grand Lodge. In 1784, it was embodied in the " History 
and Constitutions of Masonry," printed officially by the 
Grand Lodge of England. It appears in Dermott's 
"Ahiman Rezon," and in the fifteen editions of "Pres­
ton's Illustrations." 

Being thus universally di1fused, had it been a suspected 
document, its exposure would certainly have been a~ 
tempted; particularly about the close of the last century, 
when the progress of Masonry was sensibly cheeked by 
the publication of works which charged it with being 
the depository of principles fatal alike to the peace and 
religion of civil society; and, if a forgery, it would have 
been unable to have endured the test of a critical exam­
ination. But no such attempt was made, and the p~ 
sumption therefore ia, that the document is authentic. 

11 A letter of the famous Mr. John Locke, relating to FreeDIIIIIIIII'1, 
found in the desk ~ scrut.oire of a deceased brother. A oopy of thia 
pamphlet is inserted at the and 8f the present work. 
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I should be inclined to pronounce, from internal evi· · 
denee only, that the letter and annotations were written 
by Locke; but there are corroborating facta which appear 
conclusive, for this great philosopher was actually ;esid­
ing at Oates, the country seat of Sir Francis Masham., at 
the time when the paper is dated, and shortly afterwards 
be went up to town, where he was initiated into Masonry. 
These facts are fully proved by Locke's letters to Mr. 
:Molyneux, dated March 30, and July 2, 1696. For these 
reasons I entertain no doubt of the genuineness and 
authenticity of this valuable manuscript. 

This publication led the way to several others ; for the 
fraternity began to discover that the more Freemasonry 
was known the better it was respected, and the more 
rapidly its benefits were promulgated. A sermon was 
preached in St. John's church at Gloucester in 1762, 
which follows up the principles of Dr. Anderson's "De­
fence," and appears to have produced a considerable 
sensation amongst the brethren. It is a talented produc­
tion, and enters on the question of Freemasonry, or ita 
substitute, amongst those who had abandoned the true 
worship of God. The contents of this sermon are a 
decisive evidence that a knowledge of the genuine princi­
ples of Masonry was entertained by a select few; and it 
appears to form a pivot on which the tubsequent publi­
cations turn. The eagerness of the brethren for masonic 
information at this period may be gathered from the met 
that the "Freemason's Pocket Companion," thcmgh a 
mere transcript from "Anderson's Constitutions," reached 
a third edition in 1764. Five years afterwards Calcoii 
published his " Candid Disquisitions on the Practices and 
Principles of Masonry," which was dedicated to the Duk.e 
of Beaufort, M. W. Grand Master, and patronized by 
upwards of a thousand subscribers. This was the first 
printed effort at illustrating the science to any extent; 
and from ita success the Grand ·Lodge became sensible 
that incalculable benefits would arise from the practice 
of instilling into the brethren at large, by means of 
authorized publications, a taste for the morality and 

. science of Freemasonry.• And hence, in 1774, the 

n The &Cie.noe wu 10 highly esteemed on the oontinent at thla 
perioc1, that Couat T- could uy to hia 100, when oongratulatiDg 

_I 
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application of Brother Hutchinson for leave to publiah 
• series of- lectures on the nature and principles of the 
science, to be called " The Spirit of Masonry," Wll 

answered by a direct sanction to the acheme. 
The work was received with enthusiasm, as the only 

Jll&BOnic publication of real value then in existence. It 
was the first efficient attempt to explain, in a rational 
and scientific manner, the true philosophy of the Order. 
Dr. Anderson and the writer of the Gloucester sermon 
indicated the existence of the mine,-Calcott opened it, 
and Hutchinson worked it. In this book he gives to the 
science its proper value. After explaining his design, he 
enters copiously on the rites, ceremonies, and institutiooa 
of ancient nations. Then he dilates on the lodge, with 
its ornaments, furniture, and jewels; the building of 
the temple; geometry; and after explaining the third 
degree with a minuteness which is highly gratifYing, he 
expatiates on secresy, charity, and brotherly love; and 
sets at rest all the vague conjectures of cowans and un­
believers, by a description of the occupations of Masons, 
and a JDasterly defence of our peculiar rites and ceremo­
nies. It is truly termed "The Spirit of Masonry," for it 
is replete with an interest which applies to all time; 
and must have been of incalculable value at a period 
when Masonry was a sealed book, -and no knowledge 
could be acquired but by oral communication. The 
opportunities, even of this mode of acquiring informa­
tion, occurred at very remote and uncertain periods; for 
the researches of the philosophical Mason were obstructed 
by the almost universal practice of conviviality and 
indulgence which characterized the lodges generally; 
and which a masonic writer of the day candidly confesses 
were the chief purposes of our association.,. 

him on his initiation, " The obligations which inftuenoeiJ. the fin& 
Brutwt and Manlius to sacrifice their children to the love of their 
country, are not more sacred than those which bind me to support 
the honour and reputation of this venerable Order." 

14 Lawrence Dermott, who wrote the " Ahlman Rezon," says, that, 
at the time I have been speaking of above, "It was thought expe­
dient to abolish the old custom of studying geometry in the lodge; 
and some of the young brethren made it appear, that a good bile 
and fork in the bands of a dexterous brother, over proper materiala. 
lft'uld give greater satisfaction, and add more to the conviviality of 
the lodge, than the beat scale and compasses in Europe. There wu 
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Under theae circumstances, Hutchinson stood forward 
to vindicate the Craft from the unfounded aspersions 
which had been preferred ~ it, by a candid disqui­
sition on our lOdge pUlluits. And his laboura are of 
such general utility, that there are few masonic works 
which exceed hia book in interest. It is true, the author 
has fallen into a few errors, but this could not be avoid­
ed. Masonic knowledge was imperfect, and one of the 
earliest attempts at improvement, though accomplishing 
much, moat necessarily be, in some respects, defective. 
The work effected a revolution in Masonry, which soon 
produced visible fruits. Freemasons' Hall, in Great 
Queen Street, was erected in the following year, when 
the celebrated oration was pronounced by the Rev. Dr. 
Dodd, Grand Chaplain.• The book was transmitted to 
our eastern dependencies, and the eldest son of theN&­
bob of the Carnatic was initiated in 1776. At the Grand 
Lodge, in February, 1778, it was ordered that in consi­
deration of the flourishing state of the society, the ele­
gance of the new ball, and in order to render the appear­
ance of the assembly adequate to the structure in which 
all the public meetings of Masonry are hereafter to be 
held, a robe of distinction shall be worn in the Grand 

another old custom that gave umbmge to the young a.rehitects ; 
which was, the wearing of aprons, which made the gentlemen look 
like 80 many mechanios. Therofore it was proposed that no bJOtber, 
for the futnre, should wear an apron. This proposalwae objected to 
b7 the oldellt members, who declared ¥ the aprons were the only 
mgns of Maeonry then remaining amongst them,. and for that re8.110n 
the/would keep and wear them." 

Every part of this oration is replete with the fen-our of maeonio 
seal. I subjoin a~ ~~elected at random, as a specimen. "Ma­
eonry mut and will always keep pace, and run parallel with the 
culture and civilization of mankind. Nay, we mar pronounce with 
strict truth. that wbeze M8801l!Y is not, civilization will never be 
found. And 80, in fact, it appears ; for in savage countriea and bar­
ba.roue olimee, where Operati"re Maeonry never lays the line, nor 
stret.ohea the oompaes ; where BkiJfol architecture never plan11 the 
dome, uor rean the well-ordered oolumo; on th011e benighted reelmll 
liberaliiiOience never llllliles, nor doe11 in~niou art e::mlt, refine, em­
bellish, and 110ftan the mind." I am gneved as a Maecn, to add, tllat 
oiroumlltan0811 l!bould have rendered the following entry in the Grana 
Lodge boob for the year 1777, respecting this highly talented indi­
mnU, n8Cl8118111"J' "On a repre1!8Dtatioo that the Rev. w. Dodd, 
LL.D., Grand Chaplain, had been convicted of forgery, and waa 
()ID!fined in Newpte, be wae unanimoUIIly expelled by the 11ooiety." 

3 
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Lodge for the future, by the Grand Master and his officen, 
to be provided at their own expense, and that past grand 
officers should be at liberty to wear a robe in like man­
ner, if they think. proper.• The sterling value of Hutch­
inson's work cannot be better evidenced than by the fact 
that it passed through several editions; that Smith, who 
wrote 10 1778, adopted his theories, and made copious 
extracts from the book itself; that Dr. Ashe, who wrote 
in 1814, did the same; and that it still retains its value 
in these times of superior knowledge and research. 

Such was the state of Masonry when this publication 
appeared. Bot to complete the view, it may be neces­
sary to offer a few observations on its technical arrange­
ment. My opinions on the general system are well 
known, but I am not prepared to defend the extreme 
antiquity of its rites, legends, and doctrines, a.s they are 
practised at the present time. I have some doubts 
whether the master's degree, as now given, can be traced 
three centuries backwards ; although the legend itself, 
differently modified, is of undoubted 1111tiquity.:l7 It will, 
indeed, be admitted that there are many obstacles to sur­
mount in demonstrating the existence of any series of 
facts, when the transmission has been exclusively oral, 
and the time extends more than half a century beyond 
human memory. Lawrence Dermott expressly asserts 
that a new modification of ceremonies took place at the 
revival of Masonry in 1717 ;28 but as his book was writ-

• N oorth. Const., J?· 3Z'/. . 
17 There is a tradition in one of our degrees, that during the build­

ing of King Solomon's Temple, the Master Mason's degree being in 
abeyance, the king ordered twelve fellow-crafts to 'go to a certain 
place, and watch for the rising of the sun ; promising that he who 
first saw it, should be the third master mason, and that one of them 
succeeded by turning his back to the east, and discovering the earli-
est beams of the sun on the westem hills. . 

18 His words are: "About the year 1717, some joyous companions, 
who had passed the degree of a. craft, though very rusty, resolved to 
form a lodge for themselves, in order, by conversation, to recollect 
what had been formerly dictated to them ; or if that sliould be found 
impracticable, to substitute something new, which might for the 
future pass for Masonry amongst themselves. At this meeting the 
question was asked, whether any person in the assembly knew tho 
master's part; and being answered in the negative, it was resolved, 
that the atjiciency lhould be made up with a new romposititm. and 
what fragments of the old order could be found o.mongst them ahoWd 
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ten for a party purpose, his testimony is to be diatroated. 
It is evident that there was, in ancient times, a mas­
ter's degree ;II and Dennott accordingly asserts that. il 
was exc1nsi'V'ely retained and perpetuated by the Athol • 
Masons. Yet notwithstanding Dennott's unqualified 
assertion that "they dift"ered exceedingly in makings, 
ceremonies, knowledge, masonic lan8Uage, and instal­
lation," it was found at the union in 1811, that the two 
systems &88im.ilated in every important particular, which 
is a proof that no material innovation had been made in 
either. This constitutes a sufficient authority for the 
existence of the master's ceremonial in the 17th cen-
tury. 

It should appear, however, that great irregularities 
exis.ted amongst Masons at this period. Men who had 
been expelled the society for i:nisdemeanours, , opened 

be immediately J:eformed. and .made more pliable to the humo1l1'8 of 
the people." It will be observed that by "the IIUU!Iter'11 part,'~ wu 
meant the catoohiBm of the third degree. 

•• There is one insulated fact which afthrds a preiRIIllptive evidence 
that the legend of the third degree W88 1lll8d by the JD8110DIIwho built 
our cathedral and collegiate churchea in the 11th and 12th oenturi811. 
In almost all theae ~i:fi.cent specimeDB of architeotural taste, is a 
mutilated tradition, which is thus retailed by the cicerone in Lincoln 
Cathedral. It will be obaerYed that at each end of the great transept, 
is a splendid ro88 window. One of them, it is aaid. W88 executed by 
the JD.8IIter mDSOn himself, and that he exercised the utmost ingenuity 
upon it, that it might remain an immortal monument of hill superior 
t88te and genias. When it 11'88 oom:pleted, he was called away to a 
distant part of the country; and durmg his abtlenoe, one of the ap­
pnJntioee filled up the oorreapondiug window with the fragmenta .of 
the broken sl8u which his JD.8IIter hiul out aside ; and he disposed 
them with such admirable etfect, that when the master returned, and 
l'aw that the ~nperior talent of the :y,s:muoe had eclipaed hie own 

rmanoe, and neutralised his o to superior excellence; in 
air he cast bimeelf from the ecaft'old, and was dashed in piecee 
e lltonee below. This destruction of the master by the appren-

tice, may have a reference to some secret legend exillting amongst 
the maaoDB who coD8tnlcted these edi:fi.cea; for it could have no rela­
tion to facts ; because the 11811le occurrence could BOaroely haYe hap­
pened in every oathedral that 11'88 built in this or any other country, 
wbioh retains a similar imdition. In the preaent instance, hilltory is 
at variance with the fact, for Riohud de Stow 11'88 the lll8llter muon 
at the building of the great transept, and he died a natural dea&h. 
The imdition mUIIt therefore be eooght elsewhere; and it ill not 
im~bable but it ma:r be traced to the ~d of the third degree, 
w: 11'88 · indioated by a word whioh signified, "the builder ia 
_: .. ft " _....,n . 

• 
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lodges without authority, and initiated persons into the 
Order for small and unworthy considerations, which 
brought M&Benry into disrepute. In 1740, three of the 

• Grand Stewards were admonished for being present and 
888isting at these irregular meetings. SCI · And it was deter­
mined in Grand Lodge, on the motion of Lord Cranford, 
G. M., "That no extraneous brot.her, that is, not regu­
larly made, but clandestinely, nor any &BSisting at such 
irregular makings, shall be ever qualified to partake of 
the Masons' general charity."81 This clearly shows that 
the Grand Lodge as it W&B then constituted, was unable to 
suppress these illegal practices, or they would have 
adopted more stringent measures to prevent them. 

If' I am not prepared to defend the extreme antiquity of 
our present arrangement of the three degrees,32 much less 

10 Several lodges were struck out of the list for not attending the 
quarterly communications. Between the years 1742 and 1748, up­
wards of forty were thus expunged. 

11 Even the Athol Mo.sons, against whom the above censure~~ and 
diaqwilifications were partly directed, complain of the some irregu­
larities. The Ahiman Re%Dfl hM the following observation on this 
practice:-" Men excluded from their lodge's for transgressing the 
general laws; who, being deemed unworthy of so noble a society, 
ODdeavour to make the reet of mankind believe that they ue good 
and true, and have full power and authority to make Freemasons, 
when and where they plea.se. These traders, thou~h but few in 
number, o.ssoaia.te together, and, for any mean cons1derntion, admit 
any person to what little they know of the Craft. Some of these ex­
cluded men on.n neither read nor write; and surely a person who 
ca.nnot write his name, can have no pretence to suppose himself 
qualified to become a member of our Order." (Edit. 1813, p. 24.) 

-11 There ie an old Masonic tradition which, if correct, proves the 
exietenoe of Speculative Masoury in the 16th century :-" QueeD 
Elizabeth hearing the Masons had certain secrets that oould not be 
revealed to her, (for that she could not be Grand Mo.ster,) and being 
jealous of all secret aseemblies, &:c., she sent an armed force to break 
up their annual Grand Lodge at York, on St. John's Day, the 27th of 
December, 1561. Sir Thomas Sackville, then Grand Master, instead 
of being dismayed a.t such an unexpected visit, gallantly told the 
officers that nothing could give him greater pleMure than seeing them 
in the Grand Lodge, as it would give him an opportunity of oonvino­
iDg them that Freem1.110ury was tho most useful system that was ever 
fotmded on divine and moral laws. The consequence of his argu­
ment! were, that he made the chief men Freemasons; who, on their 
return, made an honourable report to the Queen, so that she neTer 
more attempted to dislodge or disturb them, but esteemed them as a 
·peculiar sort of men, that cultivated peace and friendtiliip, arts and 
sciences, without meddling in the affairs of church and state." 

• 
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can I undertake to trace the origin of those subsidiary 
degrees known by the names of Ark, Mark, Link, Wres­
tle, Babylonish P888, Intendant, Noaehites, Sublime 
Scotch Masonry, Exeellents,• Pru88ian Blue, the vari­
ous Elected, Architectural, Priestly, and Crucial degrees, 
red, white, and black, the Knightly Orders, and Mediter~ 
ranean Pass, the Kadosh, Provost and Judge, Black 
Mark, Order of Death, Perfection, and innumerable 
others, .. which have been constructed in eom~aratively 
recent times, for the purpose, probably, of formmg a ebain 
of connection which may gradually transmit Freemasonry 
from its commencement amongst the patriarchs and Jews 
to its perfect completion in the person of Jesus Christ, 
and the establishment of his religxon.111 

11 The Athol Mu.sons had a regulation to the following effect:­
•• That a general uniformity of the practice and ceremonie!l of the 
ancient Craft may be preserved and handed down unchanged to pos­
terity, the lodges in London and Westminster shall be required t.o 
recommend a brother from each 1~, who must be a ~aster or Past 
Alaster, and otherwise well skilled m the Craft, t.o lie put in nomina­
tion at the Grand Chapter, in October of each year, to be elected one 
of the nine Excellm.t Mtuter8, who are allowed t.o visit the lodges ; 
and. should oocasion require, they are to report thereon to the GI'and 
Chapter, or the right worshipful Deputy Grand Master, who will aot 
as he shall doom necessary." 

81 What connection the Hurlothrumbia.ns, Ubiquarians, Hieeubites, 
GonnagoDS, and othert!' mentioned in a previous page, might ha'ffl 
with Mu.sonry, I am not prepared to state. Pritohanl, an expelled 
member, who wrote in 1730, says, "From the Acoepted MasoDB 
sprang the real Masons ; from both spra.n~ the Gonnagons, whose 
Grand Master, the V olgi, deduces his onginal from the Chinese; 
whoee writings, if to be credited, maintained the h7Pothel!is of the 
Pre-Adamites, and oonsequently mllllt be more antique than M8110nry. 
The moat free and open society is that of the Gn.nd Kaiheber, 
which ClOilllists of a select company of responsible people, whoee 
chief diaco1D'II8 i1t concerning trade and buine1111, and promoting mu­
tual friendshi • " 

15 It is pro~le that many of the 811beidiary ~were instituted 
in France about the latter end of the 17th, or tlie beginning of the 
18th century; because at thia time Freemuonry asaumed, amongst 
our ooutinet¢al neighbours, a very remarlr,able form. " The attaOh­
ment of that people," says Laurie, "to innovation and eztel'lllll 
finery, produced the most unwarrantable alteratioDB upon the princi­
ples and ceremonies of the Order. .A nwabeT of taew J.egreu t11n1 
creoJ.ul, and the office.. bearers of the Craft were arrayed in the- moat 
sp1endid and oostly attire." The French Gn.nd Lodge oonaisted ol 
the following officers, who were all of the nobility, and their dreasM 
and deooratioDB are deiiCribed as being ext.J::emely magnifioont and rioh. 
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The above degrees were little known at the time when 
our author flourished, if the printed works of the period 
are any criterion on which a correct opinion may be 
formed. 31 These publications were· intended for the 
information gf the Craft; and as the authors have made 
no secret of a certain series of moral disquisitions, founded 
on the rites and symbols of the Order, and have copioualy 
illustrated their aubjeet, it may be fairly conjectured that 
those points which have been· left untouched formed no 
part of the system as it then existed. 

The lectures of Masonry contain a series' of moral 
aphorisms and illustrative remarks, in which beauty and 
usefulness are judiciously·combiJWd. They are easy of 
attainment, and a very little attention to their delivery 
will suffice to make every intelligent brother acquainted 
with them. The catechetical form has been adopted for 
this very {lurpose ; and the consecutive points have been 
made to mtroduce· each other in a natural and graceful 
order. It il to be presumed, therefore, that as the above 
writers could not .be ignorant of any part of the lectures, 
they- have honestly illustrated every portion of them 
which were rehearsed at the ordinary lodge meetings. 

The intelligent brother will discover and regret the 
omission, in the following work, of many subjects con­
nected with the Craft; and especially those sublime 
particulars in the third lecture, which explain the taber­
nacle of MOB8B and its furniture. There is no reference 
to the cherubim, the ark, and mercy-seat, mMOnic num-

Grand master, administra1nr-general, grand OOIUlervatDr, repl'e8eld:&­
tiw of the grand Jllll8t.er, senior grand warden, junior grand wardeD. 
grand orator, grand eeoretary, grand treasurer, senior· grand expert. 
junior grand expert, grand seal keeper, grand record keeper, grand 
architect, grand Jllll8t.er of the ceremonies, grand introduotor, grand 
~italler, and grand &.4noner. 

Great innoTations were attempted in Germany about the mid­
dle of this century, by the introdaction of principles and conoftts 
quite 118W in Masonry. The propagators of these nOTelties fin!t 
appearecl at the oonolusion of the war, 1111d most of them being ll6CJ8!to 

11tous pel'llOns, they, in a manner, subsisted upon the sp(lils of their 
deluded adherents. They pretended to a superior knowledge in the 
I!Oienoe of Masonry, and took upon themselY88 the -appellation of 
"The Reform of the North," under which name the assembled for 
10me time; but at last their principles were inquired into by thll 
blethren, and as they were found to be inOOIUJi&tant with tne ad 
good Masonry, they fell to the ground. 
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·ber and other important matters, which form a part of 
the ritual that hath been delivered to us, in wliat are 
called, " The Old York Lector~;" and their omission by 
our intelligent author, makes it doubtful whether they 
be not recent additions. 

It is also surprising that the author has omitted all 
reference to the two great masonic transactions in the 
life of Abraham, which are so prominentl;r recorded in 
our lectures, particularly as tliey form mdispensable 
land·marks to the whole system. I mean his festival, by 
which we illustrate the difference between bond and free; 
and his grand offering, the latter forming an essential part 
of his own system, which very properly assimilat-es Fre~ 
masonry with Christianity ; and the offering of Isaac 
being one of the most striking types of the Crucifixion 
which the sacred writings contain.17 • 

The work- before us contains scarcely any vestige of a 
reference to the Royal Arch. This is rather remarkable, 
because in a general work on Masonry, a judicious expla­
nation of certain particulars in this degree, is essential to 

17 I may al.<oO here express my regret that the claW!(' in tho first 
sootion of the E. A. P. Lecture, which contains an exp~tion of thE' 
origin of bond and free amongst us, althou&'h most important to Free­
masonry, h&.!! been entirely suppressed m the last revision of the 
lt>..ctures by Dr. Hemming. But· happily the mastem of lodges are 
at fiberty to pursue their own sytem of lecturing, provided the ancient 
land-marks are preserved (see the quarterly communication for De­
cember, 1819) ; and therefore, I hope still to see BO much of the 
system restored as may serve to render our illustrations perfect and 
complete. To show the value of this clause, it may not be unimport­
ant to remark, that it instruct-S us in the requisites to furm the 
character of a Mason-the historical fact is recorded which oonferred 
on the order the honourable title of "Free and Accepted ;"-the 
universal bond of brotherhood is illustrated and e~lained ;-the 
principal links in the masonic chain are specified, including the grades 
of ratik by which civil society is cemented and held together ; kinp. 
senators, wise and skilful artists, men of inferior talents and attain­
ments, in the humbler classes of society. And it truly asserts, that 
all are equally brothem while they continue virtuous, because virtue is 
true nobility, &c. And thus it is that all Masons are equal, not merely 
by their creation, as children of a common parent, but more par­
ticularly by the strength of their obligation. The clause also includes 
another historical fact, of great importanoe, to demonstrate and ex. 
plain why it is necessary that a candidate for Masonry should be able 
to declare that he is the son of a free-woman. This privilege, aa 
Masons, as Christians, as subjects of a State whOBO institutions are 
free and beneficent, we may at all times refer to with honest pride and 
perfect satisfaction. 
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a right understanding of the whole system. There Clll 
be no doubt but it wu praetiaed when Hutehimon 
wrote; but u it appears that Masons UBually received the 
Third degree in Grand Lodee, so alBO the Royal .Arch 
might be confined, at that time, to ita membeiB only; 
and, :perhapa,. to a few privileged brethren of rank or 
aupenor talent ; and, therefore, not accessible to the 
brethren of distant lodges.• Or it may be that brother 
Hutchinson's design wu to confine his disquisitions to 
Craft Muonry only; and, therefore, he porpoaely omitted 
any reference to other parts of the system. This con­
jecture iB, however, rather doubtful, from other circum­
stances connected with the work, to which I &m about; 
to allude. The want of evidence in. all these matters il 
a neceasary consequence of the secret design of the Order, 
and its transmission solely by oral communieation. 

The military degrees appear to have been much more 
prevalent, for most of the writers of these times have 
freely expatiated upon them.• Hutchinson does not term 
them" 'l'he Knightly Order," but the "Higher Order," 
and thinks the institution had its origin in Scotland. In 
this respect he follows the example of the continental 
Muons, who term it, " Du rit ecossais ancien accepte." 
It hu thirty-three degrees, some of which are, I fear, 
political. And there is at Paris a Grand Commandery of 

II When Hutchineon published his fifth edition. in 1796, there were 
onl7 fifty-five cba:vters under the constitution of England, many of 
which were in fore~ parts. The patrons of the Arch at this period 
were, His Royal HighneBS the Duke of Cumberland; His Most Se­
rene BighneBS, :Ferdinand Duke of BI'UII81ri.ck ; His :Most s-­
Highnesa, Charles Duke of Mecklenburg Strelit., Germany. A pro­
YinCial superintendant 11'88 appointed for the southern oounties of 
England, and another for Yorkshire, IAmnuhire, Cheahire, and Soadt 
Wales. Few -<lhapters existed in other provinceB. 

•• The Athol Masone repudiated the idea of introducing into a 
Craft-lodge any appe&l'llollce of warlike weapons. They condemned, 
ad I think JuStly, the pnwti.oo of displaying a drawn sword in OJ­
lodge. Thus Dermott &aye, " There is uow in W apping a luge p1ece 
of IICI'Olework, ornamented with foliage, painted and gilt, the whole at 
a incredible expense, and placed before the JDaBter's chair, with a 
gigantic IIWOid fixed therein, durin~ the communioation of the mem­
lJers; a thing contraty to all the pnvate aud public rules of MBiiOIIIY, 
all implements of war and bloodshed being confined to the lodge-door. 
from the day- that the :flaming sword 11'88 placed in the east eud of the 
Garden of Eden, to the day that the sagacious modem placed bil 
grand sword of state in the midst of his lodge." 
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the Order.• It is to be presumed, however, that Mason­
ry, as~'twas ractiaed in the middle of the 18th century, 
was prinei ly confined to the three degrees; and few 
were · to the sublime degree of a Master Muon, 
until they had boon elected to the chair of a lodge. 

The master's degree, in ancient times, was not con­
ferred indiscriminately, as it is now. By the old charges 

• it was only necessary that a brother should be a. Fellow 
Craft to be eligible to the office of Warden or Master; 
and even this degree qualified a noble brother for the 
Grand Mastership of England.41 Indeed, ·no one was 

to Their symbol is, three triangles conJoined, producing nine points 
within a circle. I have before me a very interesting aooount of a 
grand festival of the Order, holden on the 23rd Jan., 1836; the Baron 
Fretean de Peny, Pair de France, Lieut. Grand Commander, o~ the 
Throne. It commences as follows: "A Ia gloire du G • ·• A • ·. de 
I•UniTers, au nom et sons les auspices du Supreme Conseil, pour Ia 
France, desTTT .·.Ill.·. etTTT ••• PPP ••• 888 .•• GGG.·. 
I I I • •• G G G • •• du ~· et dernier degre du rii 6ooBSaia ancien 
~pt.6 8 . ·. 8 . •• 8 • •• L'lll • •• Grande Loge centrale de France 
:regulierement convoqu6e au nombre de cinquante membres, s'est 
reunie SOUS }e point gOOmetrique oorrespondant du 48• 5()/ 14•, lati­
tude nord, et o longitude du meridian de Paris, dans un lieu tres 
eclair6, tres regulier, et tres fort, asile du myatere, de Ia v6rite, et de 
l'union fratemelle, sons Ia voute c6leste du zenith, le 5• jour de Ia 
lune de Schebath, 11" mois de }'an de Ia V ••. Lum . •• 5836 {23 JWl­
-.ier, 1836). L'objet de Ia reunion etait Ia celebration de Ia f~, 
d'ordre du solstice d'hiver, A laquelle, par decision de Ia oommisl!jon 
administrative du 20 Decembre aernier, se trouvait rennie une oom­
~moration, fun~bre en l'honneur des T • •• Ill • •• F F • •• Genl!ral. La­
fayette, S6tier, marichal Due de Tre-rise, membre du Sup • •. Cons • •• 
de France, et Don Castro Alv~ membre du Sup ••• Cons . •• de }'em­
pire du Bresil. Le temple est riohement d~re, &o." 

n It is thought, howeTer, bJ some brethren, that eTen after the 
third degree had been conferred, the brother was still called a Fellow 
Craft, until he had actoally passed the chair; and then hill niiDle was 
changed from Lewis or Louftyn, to Cassia. The Ashmole papers 
seem to render this doubtful. That eminent brother, in hill diary, 
says, "I was JDQde a Freemason at Warrington, Lancashire, with 
Colonel Henry Mainwaring, of Kerthingham, in Cheshire, by Mr. 
Richard Penket, the Warden, tmtl the FeUotb Orajb, Oct. 16th, 1646." 
And again, "On March the lOth, 1682, about 5 hor. post mer., I 
received a summons to appear at a lodge to be held the next day at 
MaBOns' Hall, in London, March 11 ; accordingly I went, and about 
noon, 1J88 admitted into the fellowslrl.p of Freemasons ; Sir William 
Wilaon, Knight; Ca tain Richard :&rthwiok; Mr. William Wood· 
man; Mr. William Qrey; Mr. Samuel Taylour; BDd Mr. William 
Wise. I was the SainT Fell.ow among them, it being thirty-five 
years sinoe I was admitted; there were present, beaides myself, tic 



IN'l'RODUCTB.OY DJ88BRTA.TION 

called a Muter Mason till he bad beoome the master of 
his lodge.• In the 18th century, a Fellow Craft, or even 
an E.A.P., was allowed to offer his opinion in Grand 
Lodge, and con.aequently po88eased a vote.• And the 
old conatitutions provided, that all motions made in 
Grand Lodge shoufd be submitted to the l_)eiUB&l erea ~ 
the you11.$ut Apprentice; the approbation and consent of 
the maJOrity of all the brethren premu being absolutely 
necesaary to make the same binding and obligatory. And 
any one, above the degree of an E.A.P ., was capable of 
representing the Muter or W ardena in Grand Lodge, in 
their absence, provided he attended with the proper 
jewel of office." It appears, therefore, that a brother 
might enjoy all the privileges of the Craft, without being 
a Master Mason, provided he bad served with freedom, 
fervency, and zeal-the symbols of which, a.t this period, 
were chalk, charcoal, and earthen pan. Again, at the 
conatitution of a new lodge, it was ordered that, "the 
lodge being opened, the new Master and W ardena beUeg 
yet· amongst tke Fellow Crafts,• the Grand Master shall 
ask his deputy whether he has examined them,"&c. 

Thus our brethren of the ~ighteenth century seldom 
advanced beyond the first degree. Few were passed, and 
fewer still were raised from their "moBBy bed." The 
Master's degree appears to have been much lesB com-

Fellows after named, Mr. Thomas Wise, Master of the Masons' Com­
pany this present year; Mr. Thomas Shortbose, &o. We all dined 
at the Half Moon Tavern in Chaapside, at a noble dinner prepared a& 
the charge ·of the new Accepted Masons." 

u Thus in the old charges, aN. B. appended to iv.-Of Mastlm. 
Wardens, Fellows, and Apprentices ; informs ns that "In ancient 
times no brother, however skilled in the Craft, 'W88 called a :Master 
Mason until he had been elected into the chair of a lodge." 

'• In the old regulations of the Grand Lodge. it was pro'rided 
that, " The Grand Master shall allow anr Brother, a Fellow Craft, at 
Entered Prentice, to speak, directing his diaco111'8e to his worship m 
the chair; or to make any motion for the good of the fraternity, whidl 
shall be either immediately considered, or else referred to the oomi­
derati.on of the Grand Lodge at their next communication, stau,d or 
occasional" . 

" "Carnanan, G. M., Art. 8. If an officer cannot attend, he may 
send a brother of that lodge (but not a mere E. A. P.) with his jewel, 
to supply his room, and support the honour of his lodge." 

u It may be here observed, that every Fellow Craft was considered 
to be master of hill work. 
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prehenaive than at p:resent.411 And for aome yean after 
"the revival of Mallonry, the third degree wu unapproach­
able to thoee who lived at a distance from London; for, 

•• This is a forbidden subject, on whioh I dan DOt tmlarge; md 
therefore, it is impossible to state particulara. I may, however, 
remark, that "The Masters' Part," as it was called, or, in other 
words, the third lecture, oonsisted only of 1et1en questions, with very 
brief replies, uclusive of the lodge examination on the principal 
points, which have the some reference as our present third degree, 
but &hom of all their beauty. Yet I cannot help expreseing a wish 
that some of the ceremonies were still further simplified. They aro 
too complicated to produce a chaste and striking effect. I may, in 
thia place, b4J allowed to quotll a pasllllg6 from "The Defence of 
Masonry, 1731," by Dr. Anderson, the author of "The History and 
Constitutions of Maeonry."-"The accident," says be, "by which 
the body of ¥aster Hiram was found after his death, seems to allude, 
in some circumlltances, to a beautiful pass~ in the sixth book of 
VHgil. Anchises had been dead for some time, and Eneu, his son, 
professed so much duty to his departed father, that he consulted with 
the CUIIUiliUl sybil whether it were poSIIible for him to descend into 
the shades belo'!f, in order to speak with him. The prophetess 
encouraged him to go ; but told him he could not succeed, unless ho 
went into a certain place, and plucked a golden bough or 11hrnb, which 
he should carry in his hand, and by that JlleaDB obtain directions 
whOfO ho should find his father. Anchbes, the ~at presel'Ver of tho 
Trojan name, could not have been di~eu,•ered but by the help of a 
hough, which was plucked with great l'n.~e from the tree ; nor, it 
I!OOID.s, conld Hiram, the Grand Master of Masonry, have been fonnd, 
but by the direction of a shrab, which came euil1 up. The principal 
r.ause of Eneas's descent into the shades was to m= of his father 
the secrets of the fates which should some time be ed among his 
posterity. The OOOIWon of the brethren's searching so diligently for 
their Master was, it seems, to receiTe from him the secret Word of 
'Maeonry, whioh should be delivered do1m, as a teBt, to their fraternity 
of after ages.· This remar~able verse folloWI! :-

' PnHerea Jac:et uanlmam Ubi~ amici, 
BftUMCUI' . 

Tbe body of your lrleDd liea - yo• 4...S, 
Alu, youlmow no& how I 

This person 1t1l8 Miaenoa, that was murdered and buried, monte IUb ac­
Tio, under a high bUl, as Master Hiram was. But there is another ~tory 
in Virgil, that lltands in a nearer relation to the case of Hiram, and the 
accident by which he is said to have been discovered, which is this :­
Priamus, king of Troy, in the beginning of the ~an war, committed 
bi11 110n, Polydorus, to the care of Polymneator, king of Thrace, and 
118Dt with him a great sum of money; but, after Troy was taken, the 
Thracian, for the sake of the money, killed the young prince, and 
printely buried him. :tneas, coming into that conntry, and acci­
dentally plucking up a shrub that was near him, on the side of a hill, 
diaoovered the murdered body of Polydorua." · 
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by the laws of the Grand Lodge, Art. X., it was ordered 
that "Apprenticea must be adinitted Fellow Crafts, and 
Kasten 01aly lr.ere (in Grand Lodge), unless by a dispens­
ation from the Grand Master." And. accordingly, in 1731, 
his Royal Highness Francis Duke of Lorrain, afterward 
Grand Duke of Tuscany and Em~ror of Germany, was 
made an Entered Apprentice and Fellow-Craft, at the 
Hague, by virtue of a deputation for a lodge there, consist­
ing of the Rev. Dr. Desa.gulien, Master, John Stanhope, 
Esq., and John Holtzendorfl; Esq., Wardens, and other 
brethren. But he came over to England that he might 
be raised to the third degree by the Grand Master him­
self. And although this provision was subsequently found 
inconvenient and rescinded, yet, even so recently as the 
year 1783, on the question ofthe hall-fund, it was resolved 
"That every lodge which has already subscribed, or shall 
hereafter subscribe, the like sum of .£26 to the hall-fund, 
shall have the privilege of sending one of its members, 
being a Malter Mason, to every future Grand Lodge, 
beside the Master and Wardens, as representatives of 
the lodge, until the money advanced is repaid. Bat tu 
some brethren wlw have not arrived to the i/q(ree of Master 
Mason1 may subscribe to this fund, all such subscribe111 
shall be memben of the Grand Lodge, when they 
become Master Masons." It should appear, therefore, 
that the third degree had not yet come into the general 
use which it now obtains. Indeed Smith, who wrote his 
"Use and Abuse of Masonry," in 1778, expressly &88erla 
that, "no private lodge, at this time, had the poweT of 
passing or raising MJ).Sons; nor could any brother be 
advanced to eithe:r: of these degrees but in the Grand 
Lodge, with the unanimous consent of all the brethren 
in communication assembled." 

This concise view of the state of Masonry in the 18th 
century, will, it is hoped, form an useful appendage to 
the perusal of the following work. In introducing a new 
edition to the masonic world, I have found it necessary 
to account for some omissions, and to explain a few varie­
ties which might have been incomprehensible to the 
Masons of the present day. For though Masonry is 
unchanged and unchangeable, yet, as a. standing law of 
the Grand Lodge, agreed to at its revival, provides that 
"every annual Grand Lodge has an inherent power aud 
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authority to make new regulations, or to alter these, for 
the real benefit of this ancient fraternity, provided always . 
that the old landmarks be carefully preserved," certain 
variations have, from time to time, been introduced into 
the lectures and mode of working ;47 which, though un­
important as respects the general system, have created a 
diversity in the minuter details, to meet the gradual 
improvements which ingenious men have effected in the 
arts and sciences.48 The revision .of the Lectures by 
Wright, Shadbolt, Hemming, and others, under the above 
authority, has had only a :partial operation, and while 
their version has been received by a portion of the fra­
ternity,411 others, residing at a distance from the metropo-

47 Dr.· Anderson says, that in ~tim~, "the system, as t&1J~Sht in 
the regular lodges, may have some redundancies or defects, ocfcastoned 
by the indolence or ignorance ef the old members. .And, indeed, con­
sidering through what obscurity and darkness the mystery has been 
delivered down; the many centuries it has survived; the many coun­
tries, and languages, and sects, and parties it hM run through, we 
are rather to wonder it ever arrived to the present age without more 
imperfections. In short, I am apt to think that Masonry, as it is 
now explained, has in some circumstances declined from its originul 
purity. It has run long in muddy streams, and, as it were, under 
ground; but notwithstanding the great rust it may have contracted, 
and tho forbidding light it is placed in by its enemies, there is (if I 
judge ri~ht) much of the old fabric still remaining; the foundation is 
still entire-the essentiul pillars of the building may be discovered 
through the rubbish, though the superstructure may be overrun with 
moss and ivy, and the stones, by length of time, disjointed. And, 
therefore, as the busto of an old hero is of great vulue among tho 
curious, though it has lost an eye, the nose, or the right hand, so 
Masonry, with all its blemishes and misfortunes, instead of appearing 
ridiculous, ought (in my humble opinion) to be received wtth some 
candour and esteem, from a veneration to its antiquity." 

48 The reason assigned by the Grand Lodge, at the Union, for such 
alterations is, " That there may be the most perfect unity of obliga­
tion, of discipline, of working the lodges, of making, passing, and 
raisin~; instructing and clothing brothers; so that but one pure, 
unsullied system, according to the ~nuine landmarks, laws, and 
traditions of the Craft shall be mamtained, upheld, and practised 
throughout the Masonic world." (Art. of Union, 3.) 

41 In a Dutch work, quoted in the "Freemasons' Quarterly Re­
view" for the present year, I find the following passage: "Some 
time before the total destruction of the order of the Templars, a cer­
tain junior prior of Montfaucon, called Carolus de Monte Carmel, wM 
murdered by three traitors, whereby it is thought that the first death­
blow was struck at the Order; from the events which accompanied 
and followed this murder, some are of opinion that the mystical and 
ritual part of a great portion of Freeill81!10nry is derived; for the prior 
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lia, still retain the old system; and tbOB a perfect uni­
formity has not been meceaafully aeeompliahed.110 Under 
such eireu.matancea, these preliminary remarks will noi 
be without their use ; and I refer their consideration to 
the candid judgment of the fraternity at large. 

Tlllj: EDITOR. 

W88 murdered by three traitol'l!, and by this murder an irreparable 
loBS W88 inflicted on the Order. The murderers of Charles de Moote 
Cannel concealed his body under the earth, and in order to lll8lk the 
epot, planted a young thorn-tree upon it. The knights of the tem­
ple, in searching for the body, had their attAmti.on drawn to that pw­
ti.cular spot by the tree, and in that manner they diaoovered his 
remains," &c. 

10 To e:r.plain my meBDing, I shall quote the words of a eorrespood­
ent of the "Freem880ns' Quarterly Review," vol. i., New Series, p. 
45. " I am residing 200 mileB from London, and about a fortuigtat 
ago, a very intelligent brother and PBSt M88ter, from one of the east­
em counties, (Norfolk, I think,) visited our lodge, where he witnessed 
an initiation aooording to the union system. He afterwuds expl't!lll!t!ll. 
his surprise to me, at the great difference between his own and our 
mode ; and I!Bid he had never seen the ceremony performed in tW 
manner before." · 
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LECTURE I. 

TBB DESIGN. 

Tim design of the following lecture is to investigate 
the orders of Freemasonry ; and, under distinct heads, • 
to arran~ my observations on the nature of this Society. 

On initiation, I was struck with the ceremonials ; and 
immediately apprehended there was more conveyed by 
them than aypeared to the vulgar eye; attention to the 
matter convmced me my first itnpre&sions were just; 
and by researches to discover their implications, some 
degree of knowledge hath been acquired touching the 
origin of Masonry, the reasons which supported its seve­
ral institutions, the meaning and import ·of its various 
symbols, together with the progrestt of the profession. 

It is known to the world, but more particularly to 
the brethren, that there are three degrees of Masons-­
Apprentices, Craftsmen, and Masters; their initiation, 
and the several advancements from the order of Appren­
tices, will necessarily lead us to observations in three 
distinct channels. 

How the several mysteries are revealed to Masons, 
they alone know ; so steadfastly have the fraternity pre­
served their faith for many ages, that this remains a secret 
to the world, in defiance of the corruptions and vices of 
mankind. 

In order to comprehend the nature of our profession, 
we must look back into the remotest antiquity, and from 
thence collect the several parts which have been united 
in the forming of our Order ; in the first place we must 
give our attention to the creation of man, and the state 
of our first parents in the garden of Eden.1 

"And God said, Let ua make man in our image, after our like-
. nel8. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God 
created he him. And God saw every thing that he had made, and 
behold it was very good. And 1he Lord God formed the man of 1he 
c1ust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life ; 
and maD became a liring aoul." (Gen. i., 26,31; ii., 7.) 

'\" . 
\ 

a 
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It is not to be doubted, when Adam came from oot 
the hand of his Creator-the image of God-from whom 
lle immediately proceeded-that he was perfect in sym­
metry and beauty ;1 that he was macle in the highest 
degree of excellence that human nature was capable of 
on earth-calculated for regions of felicity and paradise, 
where sin or sorrow had not known existence--made in 
such perfection of body and mind, that he could endure 
the presence of God ; and was capable of conversing with 

. the Almighty face to face,3-so much was he superior 
to the chosen ones of' Israet He was endowecf with 
understanding suitable to his station, 88 one whom the 
Almighty deigned to visit ; and his heart was J)088eBI!e(). 
of all the virtues unpolluted ; endowments of an heavenly 
temper-his houq were full of wisdom, exultation, and 
transport-the book of Nature was revealed to his 
comprehension, and all her mysteries were open t.o his 
understanding-he knew whence and what he was. Even 
this was but a minute degree of his capacity; for, 88~ 
nishing as it may appear to us, yet it is an incontroverti­
ble truth, that he had a competent knowledge of the 
Almighty, the tremendous Creator of the universe; he 
saw him with his natural eyes, he heard his voice, he 
understood his laws, and was present to his Majesty. 

To this first example of human perfection and WJsdom 
we must necessarily look back for all the science and 
learning which blessed the earliest ages of the world­
calculated for such exalted felicity and elevated enjoy­
ments, placed in regions of' peace, where angels minis­
tered and the Divinity walked abroad, was the great 
parent of mankind. But, alas, he fell! 4 By disobedience, 

I 
1 The Rabbins entertained a curious opinion respecting the creatioa 

of man. Th118 the R. Mauasaeh ben 1111'881 says, after R. Sam. bar 
Na.cham, that "wolllllD was jointly created with man, being at.ltu:lra 
to hi& back: so that the figure of Adam was double-lllllD before. and 
woman behind. And therefore it should not be translated--God took 
one of his ribs, but one of his Rdu; or, in other words, that be cat 
ot separated the two figures, and closed up, or healed the flesh 'W'bicm 
had been wounded in the operation."-EDITOB.. 

1 Gen. ii., 16, 17, 19; .ill., 9, 10. 11, 12. 17. 
4 Our first parents thus forfeited all the bleBBings they enjoyed by 

a violation of the covenant on which the tenure was suspendPCL ID 
the form of a serv.ent the evil principle asaailed the woman with the 
subtle and prevailing logic, that instead of death, abe would eujoy 
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he forfeited all his Jdory and felicity ; and, wonderfUl to 
recount, in the milat of this exalf.ed state, Satan pre­
vailed! 1 • 

If we presume to estimate the change which befel 
Adam, on his expulsion from Paradise, by the defonnity 
that took _l)l&ee on the face of the earth, we should be 
apt to beheve the exile, thou~h not distorted in body, 
was yet dar;kened in understandmg,-instead of confidence 
and steady faith, that distrust and· jealousy took place, 
and doubtfulne88 confounded even testimony ; that argu­
ment was deprived of definition, and left to. wander in 
eccentric propositions; that confusion usurped the throne 
of wisdom, and folly of judgment; thorns and thistles 
grew up in the place &f those excellent flowers of science 
which flourished in Eden ; and darkna. clouded the day 
of his capacity •. 

It is not possible to determine, from any e'ridence 
given us, in what degree disobedience and sin immedi­
ately contracted the' understanding of Adam ; but we are 
certain that great and dreadful effects very early took 
place on Adam's posterity. We may conclude memory 
was retained by our first parent in all its energy--a ter­
rible portion of the punishment his disobedience had 
incurred ; restoring to him perfect images a'!fl never­
dying estimates of what he had lost, and thereby increas­
ing the bitterness of what he bad purchased. Through 
the endowments of memory, Adam would neceBBarily 
teach to his family the sciences which he had compre­
hended in Eden, and the knowledge he had gaineO. of 
Nature and her God. It will follow that some of them 

tile, 8lld bacnrledge, aod bappineu, by t.llllting the delioioua, but fer­
bidden fruit; and that She and her parbler would become u gods, 
aad be able to distinguish between good and e'ril.-Enrrox. 

• Thus originated the introduction of a serpent among the symbols 
of Freemuoory, pot enly to oommemorate the 1Dlhapp1. defeoti.Gn 
of oar first parents, through the wiles of that crafty reptile, but also 
to keep perpetually In onr recollection the Redeemer, who Bhoald 
braise the aerpeut's head. Serpent-worship derived its origin fro111 
the ll&llle source ; and nen the Jlllllle, appli~ with a tranamittall 
authority to the de&truoti't'8 power, has reached our tim611. Thu the 
Deva or Dive of the East, who 1I'1UI the serpent-tempter; the. Diu of 
ancient Hibernia, the Annorio Due, and the Gllilic Dhu, wu no other 
tlum tho DiabOlus of the Greeks and Latina, and the Engliah DeriL­
EDITOK. 

4 
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would retain those lessons of wisdom, and faithfully 
transmit them to posterity. No doubt the family of Cain 
.(who bore the seal of the curse on his forehead) was given 
up to ignorance.• 

Tradition would deliver down the doctrines of our first 
parents with the utmost truth and Certainty, whilst the 
antediluvians enjoyed the longevity of which the books 
of Moses give evidence; but when men came to multiply 
exceedingly upon the face of the earth, and were dis­
persed to the distant regions of the globe, then the ines­
timable lessons of knowledge and truth, taught by the 
first men, fell into confusion and corruption with many, 
and were retained pure and in perfection but b~ few; 
those few, to our great consolation, have handed them 
down to after &gfMI; they also retained the universal lan­
guage, uncorrupted with the confusion of the plains of 
Shino.r, and preserved it to posterity. 

Thus we must necessarily look back to our first parent 
as the ot·iginal professor of the worship of the true God, 
to whom the mysteries of Nature were first revealed, and 
from whom all the wisdom of the world was in the 
beginning derived.7 

In those times, when the rules and maxims of Free­
masonry had their beginning, men had adopted allegories, 
emblems, and mystic devices, wherein peculiar sciences, 
institutions, and doctrines, in many nations were wrapt 
up ; this was an invention of the earliest ages. The 
priests of Egypt secreted the mysteries of their religion 
from _the vulgar by symbols and hieroglyphics, com.Pre­
hensible alone to those of their own ord~r. The pnests 

1 "And Cain went out from the presence of the Lotd, (Gen. iv., 16). 
They were doubtless ignorant of the true God, for Sanchoniatho says, 
they wol'l!hipped the sun, under the nBDle of BeelsBDlen. But they 
exQelled in the arts of civil and social life ; and it was to thtl descend­
ants of Cain that mankind were indebted for the earliest knowledge 
of architecture, musio, and other useful science!!. Tubal Cain taught 
the art of working in metals, to increase worldly comfort 8IId worldly 
~ssions. And, 88 an old MS. in the British MW!t>um informs 11.!! 

(Harl. 1942), "Adah, the first wife of Lamech, bare two sons, Jabal 
and Jubal. Jabal was the inventor of geometry, and the first who 
built houses of stone and timber; and Jubal was the inventor of mu­
sic and of harmony. Zillah, his second wife, bare Tubal Cain, the 
instrnctor of every artificer in brass and iron ; RIId a daughtflr, called 
Naamah, who was the first founder of the weavers' oraft."-1<-;DITOR. 

7 Appondix A. 
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of Greece and Rome practised other subtleties, by which 
their divinations were enveiled 't and their oracles were 
made intelligible only to their brethren, who expounded 
them to the people. 

Those examples were wisely adapted for the purposes 
of concealing the mysteries of Masonry. Like the sibyl's 
leaves, the secrets of the brotherhood, if revealed, would 
appear to the world as indistinct and BCattered fragments, 
while they convey to Masons an uniform and well-con­
nected system. 

In forming this society, which is at once religious and 
civil, great regard has been given to·the fint knowledge 
of the God of Nature, and that acceptable service where-
with he was well pleased. · . 

This was the first and comer-stone on which our 
originals thought it expedient to place the foundation of 
Masonry; they had experienced that by religion all civil 
ties and obligations were compacted, and that thence 
proceeded all the bonds which could unite mankind in 
social intercourse : thence it was that they laid the foun­
dation of the edifice on the bosom of religion :-

"Religions all! de800Jlding from the skies 
To wretched man, the goddess in her left 
Hold& out this world, and in her right the next : 
Religion! the sole voucher man is man; 
Supporter sole of man above himself; 
Ev•n in the night of frailty, change, and death, 
She gives the soul a soul that acts a god, 
Religion! Providence! an after &tate! 
Here is firm footing; here is solid rock ; 
This can support us ; all is sea besides ; 

8 In plain language, they were the conjarors of the day; and very 
artful fellows they were. Nor were these tricks confined entirely to 
the priesthood. Ben W ashib, in his book of Alphabets, has enume­
rated some of them, and fayoured us with the names of their invent­
ors. · Thus it is stated that Co&toodjis wrote 360 books on talismans, 
astrology, magic, influence of planets, and the conjuration of spirit!< ; 
that Colphotcri011, the philosopher, was deeply learned in the know­
ledge of spirits, cabalistic spellB, talismans, astrolo,ci.cal aspects, and 
in magic and the black art, which he concealed unaer hieroglypbical 
symbobi ; that Philaos invented the art of fumigations of spirits ; that 
Saaa, the soothsayer king, was one of the seven great magicians of 
~t; that Cophtrim was a great master in the art of constructing 

ans and admirable alarm-posts, treasure-11pells, and wonderful 
images; with numerous absurdities of the 118.Dle nature, which galled 
the multitude, and sealed their own power and profit.-EDITOR. 
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Sinks under us ; beatonna, ancl then de't'Olll'll. 
His band the QOOd man fastens on the skies, 
And bids eartn roll, nor feels her idle whirl." 

Yomm•s Night Tlwt&glr.U. 

In the earliest ages, after the deluge, in the nations 
made known to us, the service of the true God was 
clouded with imagery, and defiled by idolatry. Men who 
bad not been taught the doctrines of truth by those who 
retained the wisdom of the antediluvians, but were left 
to the operations of their own judgment, perceived that 
there wu some great cause of Nature's uniformity, and 
of the wonderful progressions of her works : sui tab~ to 
their ignorance, they represented the Author of those 
works by such obJects 88 struck their observation, for 
their powerful effects on the face of the world-from 
whence the sun and moon became the symbols of the 
Deity.• 

Moses wulearned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians ;1' 

, • The' posterity of Ham forsook the doctrines of their predecE'890n; 
for the deity whose adoration be taught, they soon substituted the 
symbol, and for the ori~ worshipped the SWI, which was ~ed 
in the first ages after ihe deluge, u the type or emblem of tlie Di­
vinity. "The descendants of Chua, called Cuthites, were those 
emigrants who carried their rites, religions, and customs, into various 
quarters of the globe; they were the first apostates from the truth, 
yet great in worldly wisdom ;-they were joined· in their expeditions 
by other nations, especially by the oollawral branohes of thell' family, 
the Mizraim, Cavhtorim, and the sons of Canun ;-these were all the 
line of Ham, who was held by his posterity in the highest venerB­
tion ;-they called him Amon, and having in proces11 of time raised 
him to a divinity, they worshipt>ed him u the SWI, and from this 
worship they were styled Amoruans. The deity wbioh they wor­
shit'ped wu the aun, but they soon conferred hia titles upon some of 
theu ancestors ; whence arose a mixed wo~:ship. They particularly 
deified the great patriarch who wu the head of their line, and wor­
ahipped him lUI the fountain of light; making the . sun the emblem 
of his influence and power." (Bryant's Analyslil of Anoient Mytho­
lo~.) 

1 And there oan be no doubt but the Egyptians were a very 
learned people. The old writers tell us that ther tuught Moses the 
I!Elven liberal BCienoes to qualify him for the pubhc administration of 
state affairs. They taught him a knowledge of hil'roglyphios in their 
spurious Freemuonry; and the arts of painting and sculpture. 
They trained him up to martial exercises ; and endued him with a 
knowledge of moral and politicnl economy, that he might assume and 
maintain the dignified station to which he was destined, as the son of 
Pharaoh'11 daughter.-EDITOR. 
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ae waa IDitiated in all the knowledge of the wise men of 
that nation, by whom the learnillg of antiquity bad been 
retained and held sacred; wrapped up from the eye of 
the wicked and vulgar in aymbo18 and hieroglyphiea, and 
communicated to men of their own order only, with care; 
secrecy, and circumspection. T.h.ia secrecy is not in any 
wise t-o be wondered at, when we eonaider the persecu­
tion which would have followed a faith unacceptable to 
the ignorance of the nations who were enveloped in 
superstition and bigotry; and more particularly, u those 
sages were in possession of that vafuable knowledge of 
the -powen of nature, of the qualities of matter and pro­
perties of things, so dangerous to be communicated to 
wicked and ignorant men, from whose malevolence the 
most horrid offences might be derived :11 of which we 
may judge bl the extraordinary and astonishing perform­
ances even o those impious and unenlightened men who 
contended with Moses, in the miracles he performed 
under the immediate impreseion and influence of the 
Deity.11 

Moses purged divine worship of its mysteries and 
images,13 and taught the Jews the knowledge of the God 
of the universe, unpolluted with the errors of the nations 
of the earth, and uncorrupted with the devices and ludi­
crous ceremonies instituted by the people of the East, 
from whom he derived his first comprehension and know­
ledge of the Divinity.t' 

11 The uneducated people were deceived and oppreeeed by their 
aruspices, augurs, and magician!!, down to the very period of their 
anppre!lli.on by Thoodo!lius, A.. D. 387. In the mysteries pmctised 
at Alexandria, children of both sexes were slain, that divination might 
be eft"ected from their eu.trailt!, and their ieah was devoured. (Socrat. 
L 3, c. 13.)-EDITOB. 

11 Exodua, vii. 11, 12, 22; viii. 7-18. 
u Clemens Alexandrinu (Strom. 1.) &aYII that "the enigmu 

of the Egyptians were very similar to those of the Jews."­
EDITOL 

1• The author of "Dissertation on the Ancient Pagan Myllteri-," 
defendiD.g Dr. Warburton's po!litions against Dr. Leland, W'l'ites 
thua :-" That to the Pagan divinities there 1f1UI not only an open 
and publio worship, but also a secret worship paid to them, to whioh 
DOlle were admitted but those who had been selected by prepa.ratory 
ceremonies, called Initiation. This secret worship 'Wall termed 'the 
Mysteriu. Of these there were two 110rtll, the greater and lesser : 
aooording to the Bishop of Glouoeater, the leuer taught, by certain 
secret rites and shows, the origin of society, and the dootrine ol a 
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The aeoond &t.a.ge of Freemasonry is derived from tm. 
period-the temple at Jerusalem receives the probatiOD 
of the Craftsmen. 

M:oeee was alao poueased of knowledge superior to 
that of the Egyptian teachers, through the revelatio111 
and inspirations of the Deity ; he had acquired the com­
prehension of, and was instructed to decipher all the 
hieroglyphical characters WJed by that people ill their 
records; it was no doubt a part of the original know­
ledge to express by characters to the eye the thoughts 

future state ; they were preparatory to the greater, and might be 
I!Bfely communicated to all the initiated, without exception. Thfl 
Arcana of the greater mysteries were the doctrine of the Unity, and 
the detection of the erron of the vulgar Polytheism ; these were DOt 
communicated to all the upirants, without exception, but only to a 
BJDall and select number, who were jwked capable of the secret. 
The initiated were obli~d, by the most solemn engagements. to com­
mence a life of the strictest piety and virtue; it was proper, there­
fOre, to give them all the encouragement and 88Sistance nece&IIIDY fW 
this purpose. Now in the Pagan world there was a powerful tempta­
tion to vice and debauchery, the profligate example of their god& 
Ego homu'I&Ci.o 1wc 111m fa«rem, was the absolvin~ formula, whenever 
any one was resolved to give a loose to his pBSSlons. This e'il the 
mysteries remedied, by striking at the root of it; therefore such ~ 
the initiated as were judged capable, were made acquainted with the 
whole delusion. The mystagogue taught them, that Jupiter, Mer­
cury, and Bacchus, Venus, Mors, and the whole rabble of licentious 
deities, were only dead mortals ; subject, in life, to the same passioDil 
and infirmities as themselves ; but having been on other a.ooounts 
benefactors to mankind, grateful posterity had deified them, and, with 
their virtues, had indiscreetly canonized their vices. The fabulous 
gods being thus rooted out, the Supreme Canae of all things naturally 
took their place. Him they were taught to consider as the ~ 
of the universe, who pervaded all things by his virtue. and goTemed 
all by his providence. But here it must be observed, that the dis­
covery of this Supreme Cause was so made, as t.o be consistent with 
the notion of the local tutelary deities, beings superior to them, 
and inferior t.o God, and by him set over the several parts of ~ 
creation. This was an opi.Di.on univenally holden by antiquity, and 
never brought into question by any theist. Whatl the Arcana of the 
mysteries overthrew, 1t'88' the vulgar Polytheimn, the worship ot 
dlllld men," 

It 1t'8S natural for these politicians to keep this a secret in the m:JB­
teries ; for, in their opi.Di.on, not only the extinction, but t'Ten the 
gradation of their false J;OdB, would have too much diaooncerted and 
embroiled the establiahoo system of vulgar Polytheism. From hence 
we may be led t.o determine, that to Moses the 118Cl"8tofthe Egyptian 
mythology was divulged by his precepton, and the knowledge of the 
oni.r God revealed to him, diTe&ted of all the symbols and devicM 
which ellfP&Pl the vulgar. 
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and aentimeota of the mind-but this was obscured and 
debased in after ages by symbols and hieroglyphica : ~ 
yet _by the immediate dispena&ti~n. of Heaven, Moses 
attained a knowledge of those ongmal characters ; by 
whioh he waa enabfed to reveal to his people, and pre­
serve to poeterity, the commandments of God, delivered 
to him on the mount, by inscribing them on tables of 
stone.11 - . 

It is natural to conceive that the Israelites would be 
instructed in this art, by which the will of the Deity was 
communicated; they would be led to write the doctrines 
of their leader, and his expositions of the law, that they 
should be preserved to their children ; and if we give 
Ol'edit to the observations and conjectures of the learned 
travellers, the written mountains remain monuments of 
the peregrinating Hebrews to this day. 

But to return to the progressions of our profession. 
It is not to be presumed that we are a set of men, pro-­
fessing religious principles contrary to the revelations 
and doctrines of the Son of God, reverencing a Deity by 
the denomination of the God of Nature, and denying that 
mediation which is graciously offered to all true be­
lievers. The memben of our society at this day, in the 
third stage of Masonry, confess themselves to be Chris­
tians, " The veil of the temple is rent, the builder is 
smitten, and we are raised from the tomb of trans-
gression." · 

11 Until very recently there cmsted a lamentable ignorance on the 
aubJeot of these symbols. .Spineto asks, " What were they 1 W u it 
& 18nguage 1 Did it ooDBist oi wOI'ds ? W u it made out of ail al­
phabet 1 W u it a language spoken 1 W u it a dead language 1 H a 
living language, what living language 1 W u it a language known only 
1o the priests themeelvea, u the 8&1111Cl'it of India wu once suppose~ 
to be 1-How endle88 were these fielda of inquiry! · Many writers 
ofFered their reuoninga and oonjeoturea on the subject, but, unfor­
tuDately, the atudy of Egyptian antiquities, and of hieroglyphics in 
particular, wu carried on in a dir110tion toially dift'erent frOm trath." 
-EDITOL 

1' " And he gave unto M'oaea, when he had made an end of com­
muning with him upon Mount .Sinai; two ablee of teetimony, tablee 
olatone, written with the finger of God. And the Lord Aid unto 
Hoae8, hew thee two tables Of stone like unto the Drat, and I will 
write upon theBe 1ables the words that were in the first tablea, 
which thou brakeat. And the Lord 88id unto Moaea, write thou theee 
words, for after the tenor of theae words I have made a OOTeiiA1lt 
with thee and with Israel." (Exod. :aD., 18. xmv., 1, 27.) 
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I humbly presume, it is n...ot to be understood, that the 
ume of Maeon in this ·aociety denotes that the origin or 
rile of such society waa aolefy from builders, architects, 
or mechanics : at the times ~ which Moeea ordained the 
aetting up of the aanctuary,17 and when Solomon waa 
about to build the temple at Jel'UI8lem, they selected 
from out the people those men who were enlightened 
with the true faitb, and being full of wisdom and re­
ligious fervor, were found proper to conduct theae works 
of piety. It was on those occasions that our predeee&­
sors appeared to the world aa architects, and were formed 
into a body, under salutary rules, for the government of 
those who were employed in these great works :11 since 
which period builders have adopted the name of muons, 
as an honorary dis.tinction and title to their profeBSion. 
I am induced to believe the name of Mason has its 
derivation from a. language, in which it impliea some 
strong indication or distinction of the nature of the 
aociety; and that it has not ita relation to architecta.1' 

17 "See, I have called by name Bezaleel, the son of Uri, the son 
of Bur, of the tribe of Judah. And I have filled him with the 8pirit 
of God, in wisdom, and· in understanding, and in knowledge, and in 
all mannet of workmanship. To devise ,cwming works, to work in 
gold, and in ailver, and in hm'>s. And in cutting of stones to set 
them, and in carving of timber, to work in all manner of workman­
ship. And in the hearts of all that arc wise-hearted I have put wis­
dom, that they may make all that I have commanded thee. The 
tabernacle of the congregation. Then wrought Bezaleel and Aholiab, 
and every wise-hearted man, in whom the Lord put wisdom and 
understanding, to know how to work all manner of work for the ser­
vice of the sanctuary, according to all that the Lord had commanded. 
And Moses called Bezaleel and Aholiab, a.nd every wise-hearted 
man, in whose heart the Lord had put wisdom, even every one 
whoee heart stirred him up to come unto the work to do it." (E:rod. 
:mi., 2-7; xnvi., 1, 2.) 
• 11 Thil! W&l! the undoubted union of Speculative and Opemtivo 
M:&~~onry. (See the Theocratic Philosophy, lect. viii.)-EDITOR. 

11 This observation is 8Carcely correct. In the Privy Seal Book 
of Scotland il! an entry which distinctly provel! that the oftioe-belll'f'I'S 
of the society were S\'eoulative Masons, but that they were inve!ltPd 
with authority to administer Justice, and promote regularity amongs1 
Opemtive )lasonl!. It consists of a letter, dated from Holyrood 
Ho1188, 25th Sept., 1590, and granted by King James VI. "to 
Patrick Copland, of Udaught, for using and exercising the oflice of 
Wnrdanrie over the Art and Craft of Masonry, over all the boundi,. 
of Aberdeen, Bauif, and Kincardine, to baud warden and jwstiM.• 
courts wiQin the same boaadis, all4 there to minister jutioe," &c.­
EDITOR. 



The French word maiaon llipifiee a family or particular 
race -of people : it Be8ID8 as i1 the name wu compounded 
of M- .Et»tw, quero lalf1Ufll and the title of :Masonry no 
more than a corru~tion of M-t-, nm ia tnedio 
cali, or Ma~-u/J', ~ ~;• which conjecture is 
strengthened .by our symbols.21 I am inclined to deter­
mine that the appellation of Mason impliea a member of 
a religious sect, and a professed deyotee of . the Deity, 
" who is seated in the centre of Heaven.'' To prove 
these aeveral proposition& in Masonry to be true, and to 
demonstrate to Masons the importance of their Order, 
shall be the subject of the following lectures. The prin­
ciples of Morality are rigorously enjoined us ; charity 
and brotherly love are our indispensable duty : how 
they are prescribed to us, and their practice enforced, 
will also be treated of in the following pages. 

•• We still retain all the names by which the science has been dis­
tinguished in every age of the world, either in its speculative or 
operative form. Whether it were characterised by the appellation of 
Lw:, as in the patriarchal age; or Goome~, as it was called by 
Euclid; or Philosophy, 88 Pythagoras named Jt; or Mesouranoo, or 
by any other title ; a memorial of suoh desipiation hBS been embodied 
in the system. We say FreeDJBMnry 18 a system of Wisdom, 
Strength, and Beauty, and the definition was adopted frOm. our 
ancient G. M .. Kintf Solomon, who called the science WISDOM: 
which by the cabaliste was subsequently denominated Baphomet. 
And he defines it thus : " Wil!dom 111 the worker of all thin~s ; she 
is the brightne&s of ~e everlasting Light, the un11potted IDllTOr of 
the ~wer of God, and the image of his ~ess. She is more 
beautiful than the sun, and above all the orcfer of stars: being com­
pared with the !i,dlt, she is found before it." (Wisd. vii., 26, 29.) ' 
" The fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wisdom. She hath builded 
her hoU118 ; Bhe hath hewn out her seven pillars. I, Wisdom, dwen 
with Prudence ; I lead in the way of righteoUIIDells, in the midst of 
the paths of judgment." (Prov. ix., 10; 1. viii., 12, 20.) What is 
all this but a just description of Speculative FreemBIIOnry !-EDI'llOR. 

•1 The title of M:a8ons and M811011ry most probably were derived 
from the Greek language, 88 the Greek idiom is adol?ted by them ; 
and is shewn in many instances in the course of th1s work. The 
Druids, when they committed anything to writing, used the Greek 
alphabet: and I am bold to B886l't, the most perfect remains of the 
Druids' rites and ceremonies are preserved in the ceremonials of 
M:BIIODB, that are to be found exil!ting among mankind. My brethren 
may be able to trace them with greater e:motness than I am at liberty 
to explain to the public. The original names of MBSOns and Masonry 
may probably be derived from, or corrupted of, Mv~f""'• ru arcatl(l, 
mysteries, and Mv~, .acril initiatu myna, those in_itiated to sacn>d 
mysteriee.-ED. . 



THB DBSIGN. 

My original design in theae lectures wu not only to 
explain ·to my brethren the nature of their profession, 
but also to testify to the world, that our mysteries are 
important ; and to take away the reproach which hath 
:tallen u~n this society by the vices, ignorance, or irregn­
larities of ROme proffigate men, who hav., been found 
among Masons. Should the erron of a few stain and 
render ignominious a whole BOOiety, or bring infamy and 
contempt on a body of men, there is no association on 
earth, either civil or religious, which might not he 
aft"eeted. 

,, 
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LECTURE IT. 

ON TBB RITES, CBRBMONIBS, AND INS1'ITUTIONS OF 'l'BB 

A.NOIBNTS, 

THERE is no doubt that our ceremonies and m;rsteries 
were derived from the rites, ceremonies, and institutions 
of the ancients, and some of them from the remotest 
ages. Our morality is deduced from the maxims of the 
Grecian philosophers, and perfected. by the Christian 
revelation. · 

The institutors of this society had their eyes on the 
progressive advancement of religion, and they symbolized 
It, as well in the first stage, as in the succeeding orders 
of Masons. The knowledge of the God of Nature forms 
the first estate of our profession; the worship of the 
Deity, under the Jewish law, is described in the second 
stage of Masonry ; and the Christian dispensation is dis­
tinguished in the last and highest order. 

It is extremely difficult, with any degree of certainty, 
to trace the exact origin of our symbols, or from whence 
our ceremonies or mysteries were particularly derived. 
I shall 'point out some ancient institutions from whence 
they mZ!ave been deduced. 

The ·deans (a sect among the Jews, divided into 
two denomjnations, the merciful and the just,) were the 
fathers and predecessors of the Pharisees and Essenes : 
they preferred their traditions before the written word, 
and set up. for 8 sanctity and purity that exceeded the 
law: they at last fell into the error of the Sadducees, in 
denying the resurrection, and the faith of rewards and 
punishments after this life. 
. The Essenes1 were of very remote antiquity; and it 

1 " The etymol~ea of the name~ Essei, or Easeni, i. e., E11tJ11U, 
an cliV8111; that whioh I prefer is from the Syriao .A14, ~g 
ltllf...,_, to heal or eme dil8llll8ll ; for though they gave themselvea 
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bath been argued by divines, that they were as ancient 
88 the departure of the Israelites out of Egypt. They 
mi~ht talie their ri.ae from that dispersion of tli.eir nation 
which happened after their being carried captive into 
Babylon. The principal character of this sect was, that 
they chose retirement, were sober, were industrious; had 
all things in common ; paid the highest regard to the 
moral precepts of the law, but neglected the ceremonial, 
any further than what regarded bodily cleanlineas, the 
observation of the sabbath, and making an annual present 
to the temple at J erusa.lem. They never associated with 
women, nor admitted them into their retreats. By the 
most sacred oaths, though they were in general averse to 

obieily to the md;v of the Bible, yet withal they lltudied physic. 
Conceming the begtnning of thia eeot, from whom fit when it beg-. 
it ia bard to determine. Some make them .a ancieut u the .ReoJ... 
bites, and the Rechabites to have differed only in the addition of some 
rules and ordinances from the Kenites, mentioned in Judges i. 16, 
and thus, by oonsequence, the Essenes were as ancient as the 
Israelites' depamue ont of EaYPt : for Jethro, M011es' father-in-Jaw, 
as appean by the text, wu a ltemte; but neither of these ~ 
probable, for the Kenites are not mentioned in Scripture as a di.stiuet 
order or sect of people, but a diatinct family, kindred, or natiou. 
(Numb. uiv., 2.)-SeconcUy, the Recbabites did not build housee, 
but dwelt in tents ; neither did they deal in husbandry; they BOwed 
no seeds, nor planted Tineylll'd.s, nor had any. (Jer. XXXT., 7.) The 
Essenes, on the contrar1, dw.elt not in tents, but in houses, and they 
employed themselves especially in husbandry. One of the Hebrew 
doctors saith, that the Essenes were N aza.ritea : but that cannot be, 
beoause the law enjoined the N uoriteB, when the time of the ooue­
cration wu on, fD present themselvea at the door of the tabemacle or 
temple. (Numb. vi.) Now the Essenes bad no access to the temple; 
when, therefore, or from what author, this sect took its beginning is 
uncertain. The first that I find mentioned by the name of an Euene 
(Josephus, h"b, mi., o. 19) was one Judas, who lived in the time of 
Ariatobulua, the aon of Jumus Hyroaaus, before our SaTioar'e IHI1ia 
abou~ one hundred yean : however, this sect was of greater antiquity, 
for all three, Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essenes, were in Jonathan's 
time, the brother of Judas Maccabeus, who was fifty ).'e8.1'8 before 
Aristobulus. Certain it is, that tlns sect oontinued until the clays of 
our Saviour and after; Philo &lid Josephus speak of them aa living iD 
tbeir times. Wb,it might be the reason, then, that there is no menlioll 
made of them in the New Testament 1 I &ll.llwer, first. the number 
of them seemeth not to have been great in Philo and Josephus' time, 
about four thousand, which, being dispersed in many citiee, made the 
faction weak: and haply in Jerusalem, when our Saviour lived, tMy 
were either few or none. Secondly, if we obeene histories, we eMil 
find them peaceable llbd quiet, not opposing any, and theftlfure BOt 
eo liable to. repmcrf u tbe Pharieeee and Saddaoeea, who 0fPC*M1 
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ewearing, or to requiring an oath, they bound all whom 
they initiated among them to the ·observance of piety, 
justice, fidelity, and modesty; to conceal the secrets of 
the fraternity, preserv:e the bOoks of their instructors, and 
with great care to commemorate the name& of the angels. 
They held, that God was surrounded by. spiritual beings, 
who were mediators with him, and therefore to be reve­
renced. Second, that the soul is defiled by the body, 
and that all bodily pleasures hurt the soul, whieh they 
believed to be immortal, though they denied the resur­
rection of the body, as it would consequently give back 
the soul to a state of sin. 'l'hird, that there was a great 
mystery in numbers, particularly in the number seven~ 

each other, aDd both joined against Christ. ThWly, why might they 
not be pused over in silence in the New Testament (especially con­
taining themselves qUietly without contradiction of others), u the 
Recbabites in the Old Testament, of whom there is mention only once, 
and that obliquely, although their order continued aboat three hundred 
years before this testimony wu given of them by the prophet Jerem1: 
for between John (with whom Jooadab waa coetanean) aDd Zedekia, 
chronologers observe the distsoce of many years. Lastly, t.hou~h 
the name of Essenes be not found in Scripture, yet we shall find m 
St. Paul's Epistles many things reproved, which were taught in the 
BChool of the Easenes : of this nature was that advice given U. 
Timothy, (1 Tim. v., 23). Drink no longer water, but use a little 
wine. Again, (1 Tim. iv., 3). Forbidding to marry, and command­
ing to abstain from meats, is a doctrine of devil.&-but especially 
Co loss. 2d, in many passages the apostle seemeth to point directly at 
them: Let no maD condemn you m meat and drink, (ver. 16). L.•t 
no man bear rule over you, by humbleness of mind, aDd worshipping 
of angels, (ver.18,) ~o 1Joyptrn;ea8-e, why are ye subject to ordinances, 
(ver. 20). The apostle usetb the word IJoyf'u:ra, which was ap1llied 
by the Es1!811es to denote the ordinances, apborii!Dls, or constitutions. 
In the Yene following he gives an instance of some rarticulars : Touch 
not, taste not, handle not, (ver. 21). Now the jumor compBDy of the 
Essenes might not touch their se01ors : aDd, in their diet, their taste 
was limited to bread, salt, water and hyssop : and these ordinances 
they underrook, 6ut. no8-ov ootput.~. saith Philo, for the love of wisdom; 
but tbe apostle concludeth, (ver. 23,) that these things bad only 
lor- oof'•tl$, a show of wisdom. And whereas Philo termed the 
religion of the Essenea by the name of "~«nEue, which word signifieth 
religious worship, the apostle termeth in the same verse s:iElo8'f11tnUJ'tlfll' 
voluntazy religion, or will-worship: yea, where he termeth their doc­
trine ntt:rf- tp&Aooruw, a kind of philosophy received from their 
fOrefathers by tradition, St. Paul biddeth ~em beware of philosophy, 
(Y8r. 8)." (Godwyn'a Moses and Aaron.) 

• In the History of Initiation, ~ew edit., p. 165, will be found a 
oopioua aiasertation on the origin, design, and universal applicatioa 
of thia aaored number.-EDITO:a. 
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they therefore attribQted a natura.l holiness to the sevenib 
or sabbath-day, which they observed more strictly than 
the other Jews. They spent their time most in eontem­
.plation, and abstained from every ~tifieation of thto 
senses. The Essenes introduced theu maxims into the 
Christian church; and it iJt alleged by the learned, that 
St. Paul, in hiJt epistles to the Epbesiana and Colossiaul, 
particularly censures the tenets of too sect. 

Of these E88enes there were two sorts ; some were 
Theoricks, giving themselves wholly to speculation; 
others Praeticks, laborious and painful in the daily exer­
cise of those arts or ma.aufaetures in which they were 
most skilful. Of the latter Philo treated in his book, 
intituled, "Quod omnia Vir Probus:" of the former, in 
the book following, intituled, "De Vita Contemplativa." 

The Essence were denied access to the Temple. 
The Practicks and Theoricks both agreed in their 

aphorisms or ordinances; but in certain circumstanees 
they ditlered. The Praeticks dwelt in the-cities; the 
'fheoricks shunned the cities, and dwelt in gardens and 
solitary villages.~ The Practicks spent the day in manual 
~rafts, keeping of sheep, looking to bees, tilling of ground, 
&c., they were artificers. The Theoricks spent the day 
in meditation and prayer; whence they were, from a 
kind of excellency, by Phile. termed supplicants. The 
Practicks had every day their dinner and supper allowed 
them ; the Theoricks only their supper. The Praeticks 
had for their commons every one hlB dish of water-gruel 
and bread; the Theoricks only bread and salt: if any 
were of a more delicate palate than others, to him it was 
permitted to eat hyssop; their drink for both waa com­
mon water. 

Some are of opinion that these Theoricks were Chris­
tiaumonk.s; but the contrary appcareth for these reasons. 
In the whole book of Philo, concerning the Theoricks, 
there is no mention either of Christ or Christians, of the 
Evangelists or Apostles. The Theoricks, in that book 
of Philo's, are not any new sect of late beginning, as the 
Christians at that time were, as is clearly evinced by 
Philo's own words, in calling the doctrine of the.Essenea 
na:r~1av ,.,J.oootpeav, a philosophy derived nnto them by 
tradition from their forefathers. 

In Grecian antiquity, we find a festival ·c-Rlebrated io 
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honour of Ceres,8 at Eleusis, a town of Attica, where the 
Athenians, with great pomp and many ceremonies, aii-

1 •• It W118 the most celebrated and mysterious 110lemnity of &nf in 
Greeoe ; whence it is often called by way of eminence, the Mystenes ; 
and so auperstitioualy careful were they to conceal the sacred rites, 
that if any per110n diYUlged p.ny of them, he Wll8 thought to have 
called down some divine judguient upon his head, ~d it was accounted 
unsafe ·to abide in the same house with him ; wherefore he was 
apprehended ae a public oft'ender, and suft'ered death. Suoh also wae 
the eeorecy of these rites, that if any Jl8l!IOD, who was not lawfully 
initiated, did but out of ignorance or mistake ohanoe to be present at 
the mysterious rites, he was put to death. The neglect of initi.ation 
was looked upon as a crime of a very heinous nature; insomuch, that 
it wae one part of the 800usation for which Socrates was condemned 
to death. Per110na oonvictcd of witchcraft, or any other heinous 
crime, or bad oommitted murder, though involuntary, were debured 
from these mysteries. In later times, certain institutions oalled the 
lesser mysteries, were used as preparative to the greater; for no 
per110ns were initiated in the greater, unless they had been purified at 
the lesser. The p8r110ns who were to be admitted to the greater 
mysteries made their 88Crifice a year after purification, the secret 
rites of which (some few exoepted, to which only priests were con­
ecions) were frankly revealed to them. The manner of initiation 
was thns : the candidates, being crowned with myrtle, had admittaucP 
by night into a place called MvUTIXOt;t11JfCO!l, i.e., the mystical temple, 
whieh wae an edifioe so vast and capaciollS, that the most ample 
theatre, did ecaroe exceed it. . At their entrance, they purified them­
selves by washing their hands in holy water, and at the same time 
were admonished to present themselve11 with minds pure and undefilocl, 
without which the external cleanness of the body would by no mt~anfl 
be aooepted. After this the holy mysteries were read to them out of 
a book called IInfcol", which word is derived from nnfa, a stone; 
because the book was nothing else but two stones fitly cemented 
together. Then th~ priest that initiated them, called .h~ftWTT/(;• 
proposed certain questions, to which they returned answers m 'a set 
form, as may be seen in MeUI"I!iua's Treatise on this festival. This 
done, strange and amazing objects presented themselves : sometimes 
the plaoe they were in seemed to shake round them, sometim&~ 
appeared. bright and resplendent with light and radiant fire; and then 
again covered with black darkness and horror; sometimes thunder 
and lightning, sometimes frightful noises and bellowings, sometimes 
terrible apparitions astonished the trembling spectators. The gar­
mtlllts in which they were initiated were accounted 11acred, and of no 
less efficacy to avert evils than charms and incantations. The chief 
per110n that attended at the initiation was called Hierophantes, i. e., a 
1'9vealer of holy things. The Hierophant had three assistants, the 
:first of which wae called, from his office, the torch-bearer; the second 
was called the crier; the third ministered at the altar, and for that 
reason was named 0 1/'/C' Bopco. Hierophantes is said to have been 
a type of the great Creator of all things,-Daduchns, of the Sun; 
Cenu, of Mercmy ; and <EpiboDl&t of the Moon." 



tended the mystic ritee.4 Hiatorians tell us, that theee 
rites were a mystic representation of what the mytholo­
gists taught of that goddess ; and were of so saered a 
nature, that no less than death was the penalty of eli. 
covery. 

There was another festival celebrated by the Greeks at 
Platma, in honour of Jupiter Eleutherius. The 888elllbly 
was composed of delegates from almost all the cities or 
Greece; and the rites which were instituted in honour of 
Jupiter, as the guardian of liberty, were performed with 
the utmost magnificence and solemn pomp. 

In Balsara, and along the banks of J oman, a. sect of 
Christians are known, who call themselvea Christians of 
St. John; but, as they profess no knowledge of the union 
of the third person in the Trinity, I am induced to believe 
no part of our profession was derived from them. Their 
ceremonies and mysteries are founded on traditions, and 
they permit no e&llonical book to be received amongst 
them. · 

In tbe institution of the orders of knighthood the eves 
of the founder were fixed on various religious ceremonies, 

• being the general mode of anCient times. Knights of 
the Bath had their hair cut and beards shaven, were shot 
up in the chapel alone all night preceding their initiation, 
there to spend the solemn hours in fasting, meditation, 
and prayer: they offered their sword at the altar, aa 
devotees to the will of Heaven, and assumed a motto, 
ex~ressive of their vow, "Tree in Uno," meaning the 
umty of the three thelogical virtues.5 Various orders of 
knights wear a cross on their cloaks: those of the order 
of Christ in Livonia, instituted in 1206, wore this ensign, 
and were denominated Brothen of the Sword ; and those 
of the order of the Holy Ghost wear a golden cross. 

An ancient writing, which is preserved amongst·Masons 
with great veneration,8 requires my attention in this place, 

c See the History of Initiation, lect. vi., for a copious aooo1111.t o( 
th11se ceremonies. 

1 Perhaps it had a more sublime reference ; for eve7 C&Ddidate 
for knighthood was received in the nBIIle of the Holy Trinity. "Ill 
nomine S. S. Trinitatis, Patris, Filii, et Spiritus Sanoti (et t-Ue 
Marim, et Omnium Stmctorum), te reoipio etdo tibi habitum Templi." 
Thia was the formulary.-EDITOR. 

' Appendix, M. 
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as it di&eovers to us what the ancient Ka&Ons regarded 
as the foundation of our profeuion. This writing is said 
to have come from the band of King Henry the iixth, 
who began his re~ in 1422: it is in the form of an 
inquisition for a discovery of the nature of Masonry. 
From this ancient record we are told, " that the mystery • 
of Masonry is a knowledge of nature and its operations. 
That this science arose in the East."' From the East, 
it is well known, learning first extended itself into the 
western world, and advanced into Europe. " The East" 
was an expression used by the ancients to imply Christ : 
in this sense we find .hcno.lt} used in the Prophets. " That 
the Phrenicians first introduced this science.• That Py­
t~raa journeyed into Egypt and Syri.&, U¥1 brought 
with him these mysteriea into Gr~ce."' 

' u And behold the glory of the God of Israel oame from the Eut: 
and his voice was like the noil!8 of many waters, and the 6al'th shined 
with his glory. The East gate Bhall be 11hut, it shBll not be opened, 
and no malo shall enter in by it, becanll8 the glory of the God of Israel 
hath entered in by it, therefore it shall be shut. It is for the PriDoe. 
The Prince. he shall ait in it to eat bread before the Lord." (Ezek.. 
xliii., 2; xliv., 2, 3.) The propriety of our references to the Eut, ia 
diacasaed at some length in the " Star in the East," p. 150. 

·• It ia the opinion of many great antiquaries, that the Druids were 
eatabliahed in Britain before they gained any footing in Gaul; to 
qnote the authorities for this would render my work too proliL To 
anew how early the maxims and principles of the eutem D&tiona may 
be communicated to this land, I mWit mention some obll8"ationa of 
learned men. Arthur ~. deputy chamberlain of the exchequer, 
1570, ( tNk Bibl. Cotton. Faustina, E. V.) speaking of the adm8&1!11n>­
ment of lands in this oountry, says, "Our nation having their origin 
from the Tyriana, brought frOm thence the B&llle order as wu obae"ed 
in that oountry ; our lands were measured by bltles, the etymology 
whereof ia derived from Dido's act, mentioned in Virgil, the word 
Ayda not being to be found in any other ~ but ours." It i11 
tlie opinion of the learned Dr. Stuk..,ly, "thAt tliere is no doubt our 
first ancestors were of the prof:h! of Abraham, in the Arabian lint>, 
bl Hagar and Ketur&b, the telitea and Midianitea who cam~.> 
hither with the Tyriari Herou.les to seek for tin." After naming many 
evidences and authorities to 1111pport this 881!8rtiou, he adds, " And 
these matters mutually prove one another, both that they came hitht~r 
hJ sea from the oout of Phamioia, and they brought the arts men­
tioned with them from the East." Admitting that there is merely a 
probability in thell8 opinions, it will follow, that from thence the 
Druids would at once derive their theological principles and their 
religioU.!I rites,-the sacred groves, the unhewn altars, the atone 
piU&ra, the oonaeorated cil'cles, emblematical of etemit}", were adopted 
from the IUIIJI8I'II of the Hebrews and the eastern nati01111. 

• Appendix, N. 
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It is known to all the learned that Pythago1'88 travelled 
into Egypt,10 and was initiated.there into ~~everal dift'enmt 
ordera of priests, who in those days kept all their lea.rni~Js 
secret from the vuJ.aar. He made every geometrical 
theorem a secret, ancf admitted only such to the know­
ledge of th~m as had tint undergone a five years' silence. 
He is supposed to· be the inventor of the 47th proposition 
of Euclid, n for which, in the joy of his heart, it is said 

11 The wisdom and learning of Pythagoras were 10 far beyond ~ 
age when he ftouriahed, that his bio~phers, Porphyry and Iamblio!ml, 
have attributed to him the poesea8lon of supernatural po-ra. Tb111, 
they say, he was able to oontrol tho most ravenous beasts. He 
fonilled the Daunian bear, which was a terror to the whole country; 
and, after feeding it with breld and aooms, forbade it in future from 
preying upon flesh ; and it obeyed tile iJUuuction, living quietly ia 
the woods, upon herbage 8lld fruits. And when he 11'118 at Tarentum, 
eeeing an ox eat green beans, he desired the herdsman to furbid it, 
who replied that he did not uudet'lltand the ~ of oxen. Py· 
thquras then whispered in the ox's ear; on which be left the field, 
aacf never eat beana again. (Porph. vit. Pyth., num. 23 i •lamhl., e. 
13.)-EDITOB. 

11 The 47th proposition of Euclid, which is attributed to Pythago­
ras, is oontaineCl in the fim book, and is as folloYB :-

TDOBJDL 

"In any right-angled triangle, the square which is deecribea up011 
the side aubtendiDg the right eagle, is equal to the squares descn"bed 
upon the Bides oontaining the right angle." · 

TBB DEliONBTRATION. 

Ia ~etrioal aolutiODB and demonllfl'at.lou of qlllllltities, dDa 
propolltiOD is of exoelJent use, and the example is neJd by - M 
memorial of Pythagoras. · 
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he aacrifieed a heeatomb.11 He knew the trne ayatem 
of the world, revived by Copernicus. 

The record also says, that Pythagoras formed a great 
lodge at Crotona, in Grecia Magna, and made many Ma­
sons; some of whom journeyed to· France, and there made 
MasoDB; from whence, in process of time, the art passed 
~to England. From whence it is to be understood, that 
pupils of this philosopher, who had been initiated by 
him, in the Crotonian school, in the sciences and the 
study of nature, which he had acquired in his travels, 
dispened themselves, and taught the doctrine of their 
preee:ptor.l$ The same record says, that Masons teach 
mankind the arts of agriculture, architecture, astronomy, 
geometry, numbers, music, poesy, chemistry, government, 
and religion. 

I will next observe how far this part of the record cor­
responds with that which Pythagoras taught. 

The Pythagoric tetractys 14 were, a point, a line, a sur­
face, and a solid.16 His philosophical system, is that in 
which the sun is suppoSed to rest in the centre of our 
system of planets, in which the earth is carried round 
him annualiy, being the same with the Copernican. It 
&eeiWI as if this eystem was professed by Masons, in con­
tradistinction to those who held the Mosaic system. 

Among the Jews were a set of men who were called 
Masorites. In Godwyn's "Moses and Aaron," this account· 
is given of them, " that their name was derived from the 
Hebrew word mal4r, signifying tradere, to deliver, and 

11 There is no wonder that P:vt,ha,toraa plumed himself on thi" 
dieool'81'Y ; for it contains a solution of all mathematical, mechanical, 
aDd philosophical knowledae, and foiDlll a key to the doctrine of 
f'roportion ef the )lOWen o{ quantities, whether arithmetical, geome­
tzioal, or .Jrbl'lllc. It may be applied to OODBtruct figures of 
duplicate ratios to other gi"t'en figures. He called it the Eureka, to 
denote ita superior importance. And hence it is delineated on ~e 
jewel worn by the expert Muter Maaon who has passed the chur 
of his lodge.-EDITOL 

11 From hence it would seem that our Druids reoeil·ed their origiD 
in Gaul ; but antiquaries of late years hav4f been of opiDion that they 
oriliriuated in Britain. 
~ The Tetractys of Pythagona wu in reality the aame as the 

Jewish Tetrogrammaton, or sacred name of God.-EDITOR. 
11 In the Theocratic Philosophy, leot. vi., i& a oopioua diiBertatioa 

on the entire syltem of Pyth1180ras, so far as it applies ta Freema• 
80nry.-EDITOJl. 
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fltiJMJT, a tradition delivered from hand to hand to poeterity, 
without writing, as the Pythagore&DS and Druids were 
wont to do." 

Pythagoraa lived at Samoe, in the reign of Tarquin the 
Proud, the last king of the Romans, in the year of Rome 
220; or, according to Livy, in the reign of Servius 
Tullius, in the year of the world 3472. From hia extra­
ordinary desire of knowledge, he travelled in order to 
enrich his mind with the learning of the several countries 
through which he paued. He was the first that took 
the name of/hiloeopher, that is, a lover 'of wisdom; 
which implie that he did not ascribe the profeRSOn of' 
wisdom to himself, but only the desire of profe88ing it.11 

H In Godwyn's "Moses and Aaron," treatintt of the Esseoes, we 
have the following comparisons between their pnnoiples and the max­
ims of Pytbago1'88 :-"Their dogmata, their ordinances or constitu­
tions, did symbolize in many things with Pythago1'88o" therefore my 
purpose is. first, to name P:Ytbltoras, and then to proceed with the 
EIIMlnes ; they follow thus i " '!"he Pythagorean& professed a com­
munion of goods ; so did the Essenes ; -they had one common pU111eo 
or stock-none richer, none poorer, than others. Out of this com­
mon tieasmy every one supplied his own wants without leave. and 
administered to others ; only they miabt not relieve any of their kindred 
without. leave from the overaoors. They did not buy or sell amoog 
themselves, but each supplied the other's want by a kind of commu­
tative bartering; lea. liberty was granted to take, one from another, 
what they wante , without exchang..>. They performed offices of 
servioe mutually one to another; for mastership and service cannot 
stand with oommanion of goods. When they travelled, besides wea­
pons of defence, they took nothing with them ; for in whatsoever city 
ur village they came, they repaired to the fraternity of the Essenes, 
and were there entertained as members of the same. And, if we do 
attentively read Josephus, we may observe that the EsiH'nes of every 
oity joined themselves into one common fraternity or college. Every 
college had two sorts of offioors-treasurers, who looked to the com­
mon atock, provided their diet, appointed each his tuk, and other 
public neoeBI&ries; others, who entertained their strangers. 2. The 
J7thagorean:s shUIIIled pleasures ; so did the Essenes. To this 
belongecl their avoiding of oil, which, if they touched unawares, thl"y 
wiped it oft' presently. 3. The Pythagorean&' garments were white; 
110 were the Essenes' white also-modest, not t!Ostly. When once 
they put on a suit, they never changed it till-it was wom out, or tom. 
4. The P_ytbagoreantl forbad oath& ; so did the E1188nes. They 
tho11Pt hun a noted liar who could not be believed without 11n oath. 
5. The Pythagoreans had their elders in singular respect ; so had the 
EIIMlnes. The body, or 'lfbole oompany of the Essenes, were distin­
gaiBhed in four raub or ord8rs, acoording to their Beniority; and, 
haply, if flll1 of the auperior ranks had touched any of the inferior, be 
thought himself polluted as if he touched a heathen. 6. The Pytbago-
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His maxims of morality were admirable, for he was tor 
having the study of philosophy tend solely to elevate 

reaos drank water; 10 did the Euenea water ooly-wholly abataini»g 
from wine. 7. The Pyt~reans used inanimate 1!80ri1ices; so did the 
Euenes-they sent gift!! to the Temple, and did not sacrifice, but 
preferred the use of their holy water thereto; for which reason the 
other Jews forbade them all aooeBB to the Temple. 8. The Pytbago­
reana asoribed all things to fate, or deatiny; 10 did the Euenea. In 
tqis aphorism all the three Jewish sects dii'ered from each other; 
the Pharisees III!Cribed 110me things to fate, and other things to Dian's 
free will ; th~ Essenes ascribed all to fate ; the Saduoees wholly denied 
fate, ud ascribed all thingiJ to man's free will. 9. The Pytbagoreau, 
the first five years, were not permitted to speak in the 8ohool, but were 
initiated perquinq~U a~a110T1f1JS lilentitu~a, and not until then suifered to 
come into the presence of, or sight of Pythagoras. To this may be 
referred the Essenes' silence at table. straightll observed, dectnt simul 
utletui6tU, '¥1110 loquit•r inmtu M!1ellt. Drus1us renders it, that ten 
of ~em sittiDg together, none of them apeke without leave obtaiaed 
of the nine. When they did speak, it was not their custom to inter~ 
rupt him with words, but l1y nods of the head or beokonings, or 
holding their finger, or shaking their heads, and other such like iiumb 
Kigns and gestures, to aignify their doubtiags, disliking, or approving 
the matter in hand. And the time of silence among the Pyt ..... 
ree.ns-that it must be five years-may be referred to the imitation of 
the Essenes; for amongst them none were presently admitted into 
their society, without full trial and four ye&r8' {lrobation. The first 
year they received tlololnUam, a spade; perezmtt4, a pair ·of breeohea 
used in bathing; and 11Ulem al6am, a white garment which the aect; 
afFected. At this time they bad their commons allowed them, but 
without, not in the common ball. The second year they admitted 
them to the participation of holy matters, and instructed them in the 
use of them. Two 1e&r8 after, they admitted them in full manner, 
making them ef the1r corporation, e.fter they bad received an oath 
truly to observe all the rules and orders of the Essenes. If any ~ko 
his oath, one hundred of them, being assembled togeth11r, expelled 
him; upon which expulsion commonly followed death within a short 
time; for nonEI, having once entered this order, might roceive alms 
or any meat from other ; and themselves would feed such a one only 
With distasteful herbs, which wasted his body and bronght it very low. 
Sometimea.&hey would readmit such a one, being ~rought near unto 
death; but commonly they sufFered him to die in that manner. 10. 
The EBsenes worshipped towards the sun-rising. 11. The Esseneot 
bound themselves, in their oath, " to preserve the name of angels;" 
the phrase impl~ a kind of worshipfing of them. 12. They were, 
above all others, strict in the observation of the Sabbath-day ; on it 
the1 would dress no meat, kindle no fire, remove no vessels out of 
the1r place, no, nor ease nature; yea, they observed every seventh 
week a solemn pentecost; seven pentecosts every year." From the 
p-eat similitude in the princi{lles of the Pytb~reans and Esl!enes, 
1t seems as if they were denved from one ongin, varyiDg in some 
few particul&r8 suitable to the constitutions of the people;· and most 
·probably they first sprang from the Egyptian tenets and maxims. 
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man to a reaemblance of the Deity. He believed that 
God is a eoul, diffileed through all Nature, and that from 
him human souls "are derived; that they are immortal; 
and that men need only take pains to purge theiDBelvea 
of their vices, in order to be reunited to the Deity. He 
made unity the principle of all things, and believed thai 
between God and man there are various orders of spirit­
ual beings, who are the ministers of the Supreme WilL 
He condemned all images of the Deity, and would have 
him worshipped with as few ceremonies as possible. 
His di..sciples brought all their goods into a common 
stock, contemned tb:"e pleasures of sense, abstained from 
swearing, eating nothing that had life, and believed in 
the doctrine of metempsychosis, or transmigration of 
IOuls. ' 

Some eminent writers deny that Pythagoras taught 
that souls p888ed into animals. Reuchlin, in particular, 
denies this doctrine, and maintains that the melempsy­
ehosis of Pythagoras implied nothing more than a simili­
tude of manners and desires formerly existin$ in some 
person deceased, and now revived in another ahve. Py­
thagoras is said to have borrowed the notion of metem~ 
aychosis from the Egyptiana-oihen aay from the an­
cient Brachmans. 
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LECTURE m. 

ON TBB Bl'l'BS, CBBEMONIBS, AND INSTITUTIONS OP TBB 

Al'iCIBNTS. 

THE disciples of Pythagoras were divided into two 
cl888es ; the first were simple hearers, and the last such 
as were allowed to .propose their difficulties, and learn 
the reasons of all tliat was taught. The figurative 
manner in which he gave instructions was borrowed 
from the Hebrews, Egyptians, and other orientals. 

If we examine how morality, or moral philosophy, is 
defined, we shall find that it is a conformity to those 
unalterable obligations which result from the nature of 
our existence, and the nece888ry relations of life ; whether 
to God as our Creator, or to man as our fellow-creature; 
or it is the doctrine of virtue in order to attain the 
greatest happiness. 

Pythagoras shewed the way to Socrates, though his 
examples were very imperfect, as he deduced his rules of 
morality from observations of Nature; a degree of know­
ledge which he had acquired in his communion with the 
priests of Egypt. 'l'he chief aim of Pythagoras' moral 
doctrine was to purge the mind from the impurities of 
the body, and from the clouds of the imagination. His 
morality seems to have had more purity and :piety in it 
than the other systems, but less exactness ; hiS maxims 
being only a bare explication of divine worshi~, of natu· 
ral honesty, of modesty, integrity, public sptritednees, 
and other ordinary duties of life. Socrates improved the 
lessons of Pythagoras, and reduced his maxims into fixed 
or certai~ principles. Plato refined the doctrine of both 
these philosophers, and carried each virtue to its utmosc 
height and accomplishment, mixing t\e idea of the uni· 
versal principle or philosophy through the whole design. 

The ancient Masonic record also says, that Masons 
knew the way of gaining an understanding of Abrae. 
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On this word all eommentatora (which I have yet read) 
on the subject of Masonry have eonfeBBed themselves ai 
aloBB. Abrac, or Abraear, was a name which Basilidea, 
a religious of the second · century.!·gave to God, who he 
said was the author of three hundred and sixty-five. 

The author of this superstition is said to have lived in 
the time of Adrian, and that it bad its name after 
Abrasan, or Abraxas, the denomination which Hasilidea 
gave to the Deity. He called him the Supreme God, 
and ascribed to him seven subordinate powers or angels, 
who presided over the heavens: and also, according to 
the number of days in the year, be held that three hun­
fired and sixty-five virtues, powers, or intelligences, 
existed as the emanations of God :1 the value, or numeri­
cal distinctions, of the letters in the word, according to 
the ancient Greek numerals, ,make three hundred and 
lixty-five-

AB PAXAJI. 
1 2 100 I 60 1 200==365.2 

With antiquaries, Abraxas ia an antique gem or stont', 
with the words abraxaa engraven on it. There are a 
great many kinds of them of various figures and sizes, 
mostly as old as the third century. Persons professing 
the religious ~rinciples of Basilides, wore this gem with 
great veneratiOn, as an amulet ; from whose virtues, and 
the protection of the deity to whom it was consecrated, 
and with whose name it was inscribed, the wearer pre­
sumed he derived health, prosperity, and safety. 

1 'the heathen idols were oonetraoted, or perhaps OODIIeCI'atod with 
astronomical obee"ances, if we may believe Bishu.P Synneeia.s. H• 
~~ays, " The hierophantl! who had been initiated mto the mysterit'l'. 
do not permit the common workmen to form idols or imagt'S of the 
~; bat they de110end themselves into tbe sacred caves, where they 
baTe .conoealed ootfera containing certaita 8pheru, upon which they 
ooD&tru.ct those images secretly, and without the knowledge of the 
people, who despise simple and natural things. aDd wish for prodigies 
aDd fables."-EDI'roa. 

• The solar deity of the Draida. wonhipped under tbe name of 
Be~':Jrodu.oee tbe same result, to represent ~time oooupied by 
the oourae of the sun. For this purpose it is written dlU&-

BBAKN 0%. 
2 8 3J 5 50 70 200=-165.-EDrroa. 
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In the British Museum is a beryl stone, of the form of 
an egg. The head is in cameo, the reverse in taglio. 

The head is supposed to represent the image of the 
Creator, under ilia denomination .Df Jupiter Ammon.3 

1 Jupiter Ammon, a name given to the Supreme Deity, and who 
was worshipped under the symbol of the Sun. He was painted lfith 
horns, beca:use with the IU!tronomers the sign Aries in the zodiac is 
the beginning of the year: when the sun enters into tho house of 
Aries, he commences his BDD.ual course. Heat, in the Hebrew tongue 
Hammah, in the prophet Isaiah Hammamin, is given as a name of 
such images. The error of depicting him with horns grew from the 
doubtful signification of the Hebrew word, which at once exp1'8111!es 
heat, splendor, or brightness, and also horns. "The Sun was al110 
wor~>bipped by the House of Judah, under the name of Tamuz; for 
'l'amn.z, saith Hierom, wa11 Adonis, and Adonis is ~neralll inter­
preted the Sun, from the Hebrew word Adon, signifying dommus, the 
1111111e as Baal or Moloch formerly did, the lord or prince of the pla­
nets. The month which we call June was by the Hebrewe called 
Tamuz ; and the entrance of the sun into the sign Cancer was in the 
Jews' astronomy termed Tekupha Tamuz, the revolution of Tamuz. 
About the time of our SaYiour, the Jews held it unlawful to pronounce 
that essential name of God Jehovah, and instead theft'Of read Adonai, 
to prevent the heathen blaspheminff that holy name, by the adoption 
of the name of Jove, &c., to the Idols. Concerning Adonis, whom 
I!OID8 ancient authors call Osiris, there are two things remarkable, 
a'Ftll.tiUI!"Ii• the death or loss of Adonis, and WfiO~i, the finding bim 
again : as there was great lamentation at his loss, 110 was there great 
joy at his finding. By the death or loss of Adonis, we are to under­
..tand tbe departure of the Sun ; by his finding again, the return of 
that lmninary. Now he seemeth to depart twice in the year; first 
when he ia in the tropic of Cancer, in the farthCIItdegree northward; 

' 
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'The sun and moon on the revene, the Osiris and laia4 of 
the ~tians; and were used hieroglyphically to rep­
resenCthe omnipotence, omnipresence, and eternity of 
God. The atar5 seems to be Used as a point only, bu~ 

• 
and, eeoondly, when he Ia in the tropic of Capriooru, in the fartbe« 
degree !Outhward. Henoe we may note, that the EgyptiaD.I cele­
brated their Adonia. in the month of November, when the 8tlD began w 
be farthest !Outhw&ld, and the house of Judah theirs in the month of 
June, when the sun WBII farthest northward; yet both were for the 
llaiDe reMOns. Some authors say, that this lamentation 'WII8 per­
formed over a.n image in the night !81l80n; and when they had sufl· 
oientJy lamented. a. candle was brought into the room, which oen!IDOD.y 
might mrstica.lly denote the return of the SUD ; then the priest, widl 
a soft vo1ce, muttered this form of words. ' Trust ye in God, for oat 
of pains salvation is oome unto us.•" (Godwyn'e Moees and A.ana, 
p. 149.) 

• The M&;n~uis Spineto, in hie Lectures on Hieroglyphics, (iv.l39,) 
is equally plam and expreu. "The circumstances," says he, "re­
oorded in the lives of Isis and Osiris, and the ceremonie11 whiek 
acoompanied the mrsteries, had a.n analogy to events, the memory of 
which they were ongina.lly iJ:ltended to perpetuate. Theae wne, the 
creation of the world; the faD of man ; the dt>stzucti'on of mankind by 
the ilood; the preservation of Noah and hie family; the unity Of 
God, and the promise he made to that patriarch, and consequently 
the neceuity of abjuring the worship of' idols, which properly 0011-

stituted the end of tho mysteries,. and obtained for them the name of 
Regeneration; and for the initiated the prou.d appellation of t8e 
rer,nerated. "--.EDITOIL 

" Our next inCJ,uiry ia, what idol was meant by Chiun and Rea· 
pban, otherwise, m ancient oopiea, called Repham. By Chiun we 
are to understand Hercules, who, in ·the Egyptian la.nguase, Willi 

called Chon. By Repbam, we are to UDderetand the same Herculell; 
for Repha.im, in holy tongue, Bigoifieth giant. By Hercules, we 11111 
understand the planet of the sun. There 81'8 etymologists that 
derive Hercules' name from the Hebrew Hierool., iUuJRi__, onuria: 
the Greek etymolo~ fJ~ttr: wlsllor:_ turil gloria, holds oorreapondeaey 
with the Hebrew, and bOth signify that univerealliaht which &wetla 
from the su.n, a.s water from a fountain. Porpli.yry interpreted 
Hercules' twelve labours, !0 oft.en mentioned by the poets, to be 
nothing else but the twelve signs of the sodia.o, through which tlae 
sun panes yearly. But !Ome may question whether the name of 
Hercules was ever known to the Jews 1 It is probable it was; for 
Hercules was a god of the Tyrians, from whom the Jews lea.med 
mu.oh idolatry, as being their near neighbours. It is apparent, thal 
in the time of the Maccabees the name was oommonly known eto 
them; for Ja110n the hi.,rh priesll 11e11t three hundred draohmaa of 
silver to the sacrifice o1 Hercules, (2 Mao. iv., 19). The Star of 
Remphan is thought to be the star which was painted in the forei!Md 
of Moloch; neither was it unusual for the hecLthen to paint their idols 
with suoh rymbolica additaneetata." ( Godwyn's Moses and Aaron, p. 
148.) The Egn»tian Apia was to bear such a. mark 
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ia an emolem of Prudence, the third emanation of the 
Baailidian divine peraon. The soorpion,8 in hieroglyphics, 
represented malice and wicked subtlety 1 and the Serpent,? 
an heretic ;• the imvlication whereof aeems to be, that 
heresy, the subtleties and vices of infidels, and the 
devotees of Satan, were subdued by the knowledge of 
the true God. The inscription I own myself at a loBS to 
decypher; the characters are imperfect, or ill-copied.• 

The MOOft, with divines, is an hieroglyphic of the 

• I own myself doubtful of the im}ilioation of these hieroglyphiC&. 
I am inclined to believe the whole of them implied the tenets of the 
Egyptian philo110phy; that the 100rpion represente Egypt, being her 
ruling sign in the IIOdiac; 81ld that the serpent represent. a religioua 
teDet. The learned Mr. Bryant proves to us, that it was adopted 
among the anciente, as the most aoored and salutary symbol, and ren­
dered a chief object of adoration; insomuch, that the worship of the 
~nt prevailed 110, that many places as well u people received their 
names from thence. , 

7 In the coins of COHtantine we find the labatium, or banner of the 
croiiB, sunnounted by the saered monogram, erected on the body of 
a pl'OIItrate serpent. A striking emblem of ChristianitT triumphBilt 
over the ophite idolatry, and a proof tliBt serpent worahtp wu preva­
lent at that period.-EDITOB. 

1 "The oorruptions ilow:i.ng from the Egypti&ll philoeophy, when 
adapted to Christianity, were theee :-they held that the God of the 
Jews waa the Deminrgua ; that to overthrow and aubvert tho power 
md dominion of this ·Demiurgua, Jeslll, one of the celestial .cEons, 
was sent by the. Supreme Being to enter into the body of the 
mBil Christ, in the shape of a dove : that Christ, by his miracles and 
auft'eringB, subverted the kingdom of the Demiurgua ; but when he 
came to suffer, the ..Eon JeBUB carried along with him the eon!. of 
Christ, and left behind upon the cross only his body and animal 
spirit: ~t the serpent who deooivlld Eve ought to be honoured for 
endeavouring to ret10ue men from their slavery to the Demiurgus." 
(Key to the New Testament, p.29.) 

1 I have obtained two oonltnlctions of the inscriptions on the Abrax. 
The one is, "the earth shall praise thee, 1305," purporting the date 
of the BCUlpture. This date oan haTe no relation to the Christian 
era; Basilides e:iiated in the earliest age of ChristillDity, mad the 
insignia with which" the gem is engra"ten have relation, mo!!t t>vidently, 
to the Egyptian philosophy; which renders it probable this antique 
owes ite creation to very remote ages. The other construction, 
willout noticing the numeral, is, " Terra declarat la'Uikm 1JI4f!'llift· 
~ tuam." Both these gentlemen eay the characters are 
very rw:fe and im~rfect. As to the numerals, computing the date 
from the deluge, 1t will relate to that remarkable era of David's con­
quest of Jeruaalem, and settling the empire and royal seat thllre. The 
d6!108Ddant8 of Ham would prObably take their date from the depart. 
111'8 of Noah'• IOU from the arlr.. 
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Cia~ Cla'IM'Cii, wno compared Jmu Clan.t to the S.., 
and the cAurck to the M0011.,1• 8B receiving all it& beauty 
and splendour from him. 

In church history, Abrax ia noted 8B a mystical term, 
exprea~ing the Supreme God; under whom the Basili­
deans supposed three hundred and sixty-five dependent 
deities :11 1t was the principle of the gnostic hierarchy; 
whence sprang their multitudes of Threona. From 
Abraxas proceeded their primogamial mind ; from the 
primogrenial mind, the logos or word; from the logos, 
the phronresis, or prudence; from phronresis, sophia, and 
dymunis, or wisdom and strength; and from these two 
proceeded principalities, powers, and angels; and from 
these, other angels, of the number of three hundred and 
sixty-five, who were 1mpposed to have the ~ovemment of 
80 many celestial orbs committed to their care. The 
Gnostics12 were a sect of Christiana having particular 

11 In the Jewish economy the moon wu compared to the kingdom 
of David; a,nd, acoording to the Rabbins, infers that in the same 
manner 118 the moon increases for 15 da:rs, and then d~s for 
15, so WM Il!l'ael enlightened in an incre&ll~ manner for'l5 ~era­
tiona, reckoning from Abraham to Solomon, lD whose reign this ligb& 
WM at the full; and from him, like the moon, it waned for 15 genera­
tionK, fo Zedekiah, with whom the lamp of Israel may be said to han 
been extinguiBhed.-EDITOR. 

11 The Egyptian Hercules hu the credit of having first found 01lt 
the exact number of days in which the earth performs her 811Dual 
revolution; and accordingly added 5 days to ~ 360, wbiob former 
calendars erroneously contained. For this service, his oount;rymftl 
Arected statues to his honour, under the appellation of Herculee 
Salvator.-EDITOR. 

11 "Of the Gentiles who were converted to Christianity, the mot& 
dangerous and pernicious kind was those who were infected with the 
E~ptian philosophy ; a system, 88 it was then taught, entimy 
chimerical and absurd. The Christians of this sort B88UJDed to them­
selves· the name of Gnostics ; a word of Greek e:rtraetion, implybls 
ia i• a knowledge of things much Btlperior to that of other men. This 
word doth not occur in the. New Testament; but the Nioolaitans, 
made mention of in the apocalypse of St. John, seem to haYe beea of 
the gnostic sect ; and most of the errors maintained by CerinthU!o 
and opposed in the gospel of St. John, may be derived from the 
same source. When we say the gentile converts were cbiefty lial>le 
to the Gnostic infection, we must not be understood to exclude tboee 
of the Jewish race, many of whom were tainted with it, but thf'J 
seem to have derived it from the Essenes. The maintainers of the 
Egyptian philosophy held, that the Supreme Being, though infinitely 
J)tirieot and baPt»Y• 'W'U not the creator of the nni't'erse, nor the oaly 
Independent BeiDg; for, according to them, matter too 1rU eternaL 
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tenets of faith; they 8880.med their name to expre88 that 
new knowledge and extraordinary -light to which they 
made pretensions; the word gnostic implying 1 an en­
lightened penon. 

The gnostic heresy, here pointed out, represents to us 
the degrees of ethereal persons or emanations of the 
Deity. This leads me to c~nsider the hierarchy of the 
Christian Church in its greatest antiquity, which, in the 
most remote times, as a society, consisted of several 
orders of men, viz., rulers, believers, and catechumens: 
the rulers were bishops, priests, and d~ons ; the 
believers were perfect Christians, and the catechumens 
imperfect. 

Catechumens were candidates for baptism. The;r 
were admitted to the state of catechu~en by the imposi­
tion of ~ands, and the sign of the cross. Their r intro­
duction to baptism was thus singular; some days before 
their admiSBion, they went veiled; and it was customary 
to touch their ears, saying, "be opened;" and also to 
anoint their eyes with clay: both ceremonies being in 
imitation of our Saviour's practice, and intended to 
shadow out to the candidates their ignorance and blind­
ness before their initiation. They continued in a state 

The Supreme Being, who resides in the immeDBity of space, which 
they call Pleroma, or fulnell8, produced from himself, MY they, other 
immortal and spiritual natures, styled by them ...Eons, who filled the 
residence of the Deity with beings similar to themselves. Of these 
beings, some were placed in the higher regions, others in the 
lower. ThoBe in the lower regions were nighest to the place of 
matter which originally was an inert and formleBS mass, till one 
of them, without any commission from the Deity, and merely 
to show his owu dexteri~, reduced it into form and order, and 
ealivened some parts of 1t with animal spirit. The being who 
achieved all this they called the Demillrgus, the operator, arlifi.cer, 
or workman; but such was the perverseneBS of matter, that when 
brought into form, it was the source of all evil. The Supreme Being, 
therefore, never intended to have given it a f'orm, but as that had 
been now done, he, in order to prevent mischief as much as possible. 
added to the animal spirit ef many of the enlivened parts, rational 
powen. The parts to whom rational powers were thus given, were 
the original parents of the human race ; the other animated paris 
were the brute creation. Unluckily, however, theinterposition Of the 
Supreme Being was in vain ; for the Demiurgus grew so aspiring, 
that he seduced men from their allegiance to the Supreme Being, 
md diverted all their devotion to himself." (Key to the New Testa­
mellt. P· 28.) 

• 

• 
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of catechumen until they proved their proficiency in the 
catechistic exercises, when they were advanced to the 
second state, as believen • 

.AJJ the Druids11 were a set of religious peculiar to 

11 Tacitua aays, "Among the Britona there is to be seen, in their 
ceremonies and 11uperstitious persuasions, an apparent conformity 
with the Gauls.'' Both nations had their Druidm, as both Cesar 1111d 
Tacitus evidence ; of whom Clll88l" thus recordeth : "The Drniche 
are present at all &vine servioes1 they are the overseers of public 
and .Private sacrifices, and the interpretens of reJisious rites aud cere­
memes. The:J are the preceptors of youth, who pay them the 
highest honor and t>steem. They determine all controversie11, both 
public and private. In the case uf heinous ofttmoet!J, murder, or man­
slaughter, they judge of the mlltter, and give rewards, or a~ 
J>enalties and punishments. They determine clist'ntee touching 
inheritance and boundaries of lands. If either pnvate penon or 
body politic obey not thPir decree, they debar them from retigious 
ceremonies 88 excommunicate, which is esteemed by this people as a 
grievuus punishment. Whoever are under this interdict are estl!t'lllt>d 
wicked and impious persons, and are avoided by all men, u fearing 
contagion from them ; they have no benefit of the law, 1111d are inca­
pacitated from holding any public office. Of the Druidm there is 11 

l'hlef, who hath the greatest authority amongzrt them ; at his death. 
the most excellent person lmongst them is Plect.Nl BS his succeiiSOr; 
but, upon any contest, the voicl' of the Druide is required; IIOOle­
times the contest ill determin.ed by arms. They, at a certain season 
of the year, hold a solemn st>ssion within a coni!CCrated place in the 
Marches of the Carmites (near ChartreB, in Franee); hither resort, 
811 unto the term, from all parts, all persona having controversies or 
aiUits at law; and the decree and judgment there delivered are 
religiously obeyed. Their learning and profession is thought to have 
been first devised in Britain, and so from thence tmnslated into 
France; and, in these days, they that desire more competent leamiug 
therein~ there for instruction. The Druids are free from tributes aud 
service m war, and, like these immunities, they are also exempt from 
all state impositions. Many, excited by such rewa.rd!>, resort to them 
to be instructed. It is reported that the)' learn by heart man,r 
verses. They continue under this discipline for certain years, at 
being unlawful to commit any of their doctrines to writing. Other­
matters which they trust to writing is written in the Greek alphabet. 
This order they have established, I presume, for two reasons; becanll8 
they would not have their doctrines diyulged, nor their pupils, b7 
trustin~ to their books, neglect the exercise of the memory. Thia 
oJne pomt they are principally anxious to inculcate to their BCholars, 
mat man's soul is unmortal, and, aftt>r death, that it passeth from 
one man to unother. They pret~ume, by this doctrine, men will oou­
temn the fear of death, and be steadfast in the exercise of virtue. 
Moreover, coneeming the stars and their motioDI!, the greatness of 
heavPn nnd earth, the nature of things, the power and might of tha 
Ett>nllll Divinity, they give many precepts to their .Pupils." From 
Pliny we learn, "The Druide," for 110 they call tbPar diviners, wise 
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Gaul and Britain, it may. not be improper to east our 
eyes on the ceremonies they used; their antiquity and 
peculiar station render it probable some of their rites 
and institutions might be retained, in fonning the cere­
monies of our society. In so modern an rera as one 
thousand one hundred and forty, they were reduced to a 
regular body of religious in France, and built a college 
in the city of Orleans. They were heretofore one of the 
two estates of France, to whom were committed the 
care of providing sacrifices, of prescribing laws for 
worship, and deciding controversies concerning· righta 
and properties. · 

In the most distant antiquitr in ancioot Gaul and 
Britain, they were elected out of the best families, and 
were held, both from the honours of their birth and office, 
in the greatest veneration. Their study W8ol:l astrology, 
geometry, natural history, politics, and geography: 14 

they bad the administration of aU sacred things, were 
the interpreters of religion, and the judges of all matters 

men, and priests, "esteem nothing in the world more sacred than 
mialetoe, and the tree which produces it, if it be an oak. The {lriests 
choose groves of the oak for their divine service; they solemmse no 
II&Crifi.ce, nor celebrate any eacred ceremoaies, without the branches 
and leaves of oak; from whence they may seem to claim the name 
of Dryadie in Greek. Whatsoever they find wowing to that tree, 
beeides its own prorer produce, they esteem 1t as a gift sent from 
heaven, and a sure BigD that the Deity whom they serve hath chosen 
that pec.w.r tree. No wonder that misletoo is 10 revered, for it is 
IIC8l'C8 and diffionlt to be found; bot when they do discover it, they 
gather it very devoutly, and with many ceremonies. To that end 
tbe;r observe that the tnoon be just six days old, for, on that day, 
theu months and new years commence, and alao their several agCII, 
which have their revolutions every thirty years. They call the 
mi.a1etoe all-heal, for they have an opinion that it is an universal 
:remedy against all diseases. When they are about to gather it, after 
they hal'e duly prepared their 1180rifices and festivals under the tree, 
they bring thither two young bullocks, nu1k-white, whose home are 
then, and not before, bound up ; this done, the priest, arrayed in a 
surplice or white vesture, climbeth the tree, and, with a golden bill, 
cutteth oft' the misletoe, which those beneath recei•e in a white cloth ; 
they then slay the beasts for B&Crifice, pronouncing many orisons and 
prayen, • that it would please God to bleM these his gifts to their good 
on whom he had bestowed them.'" 

1• I refer the cnrions broth61' to the History of Initiation, lect. ix., 
where he will find a full account of all the ceremonies, discipline, and 
doctrine, which were used by the Druids in the practice of their 
occult m;rltmiee.-Enrro:a. 

' 
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indifi'erently. They had a chief or arch..cJruid in R18l'f 
country. They had the tutorage of youth, and taugh1; 
them many verses, which they caused them to learn by 
heart, without the assistance of writing; . in whi~ 
manner they instructed them in the mysteries of their 
religion, the seiences, and politics.16 At the conclusion 
of eaeh year they held a general festival and &BSembly, 
in which they paid their adoration, and offered gifts to 
the God of Nature, bringing with them misletoe and 
branches of oaks, in mystic verses, supplicating fer 
approaching spring, and renewing the year. At their 
sacrifices, 11 ana in their religious offices, they wore white 

11 Tluly studied utronomy as a ecienoe, and this led to the 
practice of judicial astrology. the pronunciation of oracles, and the 
prediction of future events For this purpose, their spurious Free­
masonry was a tremendous engine in the hands of a learned and 
politic priesthood. Hence sprang the pretensions to magical arts and 
divinations, for which practices the rriests of idolatry attaioed great 
celebrity ; and which, notwithstanding all the advantages derived 
from education and science in our own times, is. far from being ex­
tinguil'bed; u witness the absurdities of palmistry, phrenology, 
animal magnetism, idle predictio1111, and the interpretation of drt>ams. 
-EDITOR. 

11 I cannot quit the subject of the Druids' worship without taking 
notice of the char~ made against them by Solin1111 and Dio Cal!lliWI, 
"that they offered human victims. or men's ilesh. in their sacrifices." 
If we examine this charge with candour, w6 will not impute BO great 
an offence against the God of N(l.ture and Humanity u appean at 
first sight; they were judges of all matters, civil and religious; thfly 
were the executors of the law : as being the ministers of God, to them 
was committed the administration of justirte. I shall admit that they 
used human sacrifices, but those sacrifices were criminals, ofl'endem 
against society, obnoxiou~ to the world for their sins, and adjudged to 
be de!!crving of death for their heinous wickedness. The great attri­
bute of God, to which they paid the moat religious deference, was 
justice: to the God of Justice they oftUed up those offender.- who 
:!.ad sinned against the lu.ws: puniehmenta by death were of ,.erv 
early du.te, and such punishments have never been esteemed a atigai& 
on the states in which they were used. Suoh executions, by the 
Druids, were at once designed as punishment& and examples; the 
utmost solemnity, and the most hallowed rites, preceded and pre­
pared this tremendous exhibition, tO impress on tbe minds of the 
spectator!! the deepest rflli~Pous reverence ; and the utmost horror of 
the sufferings, and detestation of the crimea for wllich they snft'ered, 
were endeal'oured to be instilled into the hearts of thol!le who wt•nl 
present at tbi8 execution, by the doctrine of the Druid11. The crimi­
nals wcro shut up in an e~ of wicker work,· of o. gigantic size, in 
whose chatnbcrs of tribulations they sufFered an ignominious death, 
by burning. This effigy represented the Tyrian Ueroulea, wOO. 
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apparel; 11 and the victims were two white bulls. They 
opened a sellllions once a year, in a certain consecrate« 
place, in which all causes were tried and determined. 
They worshipped one Supreme God, immense and in­
finite ; but would not confine their· worship to temples 
built with human hands; professing the universe was 
the temple of the Deity; esteeming any other inconsist­
ent with his attributes. Their whole law and religion 
were taught in verse. Some Druids spent twenty years 
in learning to repeat those sacred and scientific distichs, 
which i,t was forbidden to commit to writing, by which 
means they were withheld from the vulgar. Such wu 
the aversion and enmity entertained by the Romans 
against the Druids, that, as Suetonius says, their rites 
were prohibited by :Augustus, and totally abolished by 
Claudius Cresar. 

Many probable conjectures have been made that the 
Phrenicians Ja visited this land in very early ages. It has 

name of Remphan, in the Hebrew tongue, implies a giant. Witb 
him came the Phamicians to this land, from whom the Amonian rite! 
and Hebrew customs were taught to the Druids. Under this name, 
worship was also paid to the God of Nature, symbolized by the Sun. 
In honour and commemoration of him, the criminals were committed to 
his~· as lMiing delivered to the God of Justice. 

11 D10dorus, however, informs us that divination was exercised 
among the Druids in a very cruel manner; for it was their custom to 
immolate human victims by thrusting a sharp instrument through 
their body above the diaphragm, and to take presages from his ran. 
his palpitation, the issuing of the blood, and sometimes of the bod1· 
-EDITOR. 

18 "When we speak of the Pbamicians, we must di.stin.lruisb the 
times with accuracy. These people possessed originalfy a large 
extent of countries, comprised under the name of the land of Canaan. 
They lost the greatest part of it by the conquests of the IRraelitea 
under Joshua. The lands, which fell in division to the tribe of Asher, 
extended to Sidon; that city, notwithstanding, was not subdued. H 
the oonquests of Joshua took from the Phamicians a great part of 
their dominion, they were well paid by the consequences of that , 
event. In eft'ect, the greatest part of the ancient inhabitants of 
Palestine, seeing themselves threatened with entire destruction, had 
reoourse to a Bight to AVe themselves. Sidon afforded them au 
asylum. By this irruption of the Hebrew people, the Sidoniallll were 
enabled to send oolonies wherever they thought proper. · Sidon lent 
them ships and made good use of these new inhabi~ to extend 
their trade and form settlements. From hence that great number of 
colonies wltich went from Phamicia to spread themselves in all the 
country of Africa and Europe. We may date this event about the 
yeez of the world 2553, and 1451 years before Christ. SpaiD waa 

.6 
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been attempted to be proved from the similarity of the 
habit worn, and staff carried, by the western Britons.!' 
This staff was used by the Druids, and baa the name of 
Diogenes' ataft: In a description given by Mr. Selden, 
of some statues of Druids which were dug up at Wich 
telberg, in Germany, it is particularly mentioned. The 
Phreuicians most probably introduced to those teachelll 
the lawll and customs known amongst the ancient 
Hebrews, and specified in the Levitical institutions. 
The altars or temples of the Druids, and also their obe­
lisks or monuments of memorable events, of which many 
remains are to be seen at this day, bear the greatest 
similarity to those mentioned in the Old Testament: 211-

" And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and said, Surely 
the Lord ia in this place, and I knew it not. And he 
was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place ! this ia 

not the only country beyond the Pillan! of Herculea which the Ph• 
Di.oians penetrv.ted. Being familiarised with the navigation of the 
ooean, they extended thomeelves to the left of the Straits of Cadiz as 
far as the right. Strabo assures WI that these people had gone over 
a part of tlie western coast of Africa a little time after the war of 
Tro:r. We ~ht, perh~:etermine their p~ into England by 
a reB.ection which the re • of the writerR of antiquity furnishes ua 
with ; they are pel'l!uaded that all the tin that was nonsumed in the 
known world came from the isles of Cassiteridcs; and there is DO 

doubt that theee il•les were the Sorliogues, and a part of Cornwall. 
We see, by the books of Moses, that, in his time, tiD was known in 
Palestine. Homer teaches us al11o that they made use of this metal 
in the heroic ages. It should follow, then, that the Phmnicians had 
traded to England in very remote antiquity." (D. Gogues on the 
O~al of Arts and Sciences.) 

1 .. It would be endless," says SammeH, (Brit. p. 113,) "to speak 
of the .divers and barbarous customs of the wild Britons, which they 
took up after the RomBDB had reduced them to a savage and brutish 
life, insomuch that tho Altaootti, a British nation, fed upon miUl'B 
flesh; nay, so much wore they given to it that, when they lit upou 
any flocks of sheep or herds of cattle, they preferred the buttock of 
the herdsman before the other prey ; and accounted the paps IUld 
dur. of women the most delicious diet. "-EDITOR. 

• At Stanton Drew, in SomPr8etshire, are the remains of an august 
Druid temple, to which the devotional feelings of the people were 1JO 

strongly wedded, that it became necl'ssary te consecrate it to 
Christianity by the erection of a church and nunnery on its site. 
ADd again, Abury Church W88 not only built on the site of the 
ancient temple, but W88 constructt>d of the Vf!r'[ stones which com­
posed the sanctuary. Almost all our English Churches are erected 
on bills, or artificial mound. .. , which had previoll8ly been the soene of 
Druidioalsuperstitions.-EmTOR. 
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none other but the house of .God, and this is the gate of 
heaven. And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and 
took the stone that be bad put for his pillow, and set it 
up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it." • 
".And, if thou wilt make me an altar of stone, thou shalt 
not build it of hewn stone ; for, if thou lift up thy toel 
upon it, thou hast polluted it. And this stone, whicll I 
have set up for a pillar, shall be God's house." 22 "And 
Moses wrote all tlie words of tM:l Lord, and rose u_P, early 
in the morning, and builded an altar under the hill, anit 
twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel."• 
"And he sent young men of the children of Israel, wbieb 
offered burnt-offerings of oxen unto the'Lord. And·it 
shall be on the day when ye shall-pass over Jordan unto 
the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee, that thou 
shalt set thee up great stones. ' Therefore it shall be 
when ye go ov~r Jordan that ye shall set up these Jtonea, 
which I command you this day in Mount Ebal. And 
there thou shalt build an altar unto the Lord thy God, an 
altar of stones: thou shalt not lift up any iron tool upon 
them. Thou shalt build the altar.of the Lord thy God 
of . whole stones, and thou shalt oft'er burnt-offerings 
thereon unto the Lord thy God."• It was usual to give 
those places the name of the house of the Lord. "This 
is the house of the Lord God, and this is the altar of the 
burnt-offering for 181'ael."25 This is said of the altar erect­
ed by David, where afterwards the brazen altar stood in 
Solomon's temple. 

The on k 21 was held sacred by the Druids, under whose 

11 Gen. xviii., 16-18. 11 Exod. :a., 25. 
11 Exod. Div., 4, 5. 14 Deut. x:ni.i., 2, 6. 

11 1 Cbron. xxii., 1. 
11 Diodonu Siculus tenneth the Gaulish priests :E«(!Ofll8«s, which 

betokeneth an oak. Bryant, in his " Analysis," speaking of tho.e 
who held the Amonian rites, says :-" In respect to the names which 
this people, in prooess of time, oonferred either upon the deitiee they 
worshipped, or upon the citiee th-ey founded, we ehall find them 
either made up of the names of thole personages, or else of the titlea 
with which, in the process of time, they were honoured." He pro-. 
oeeds to c1aes thoee, and reduoe them to radicals, as he temis them,· 
and, iftler alias, givee the monosyllable Sar. "Under the word Sar," 
•JS he, "we are taught that, u oake were styled :Saronidee, so Jike. 
W186 were the ancient Druids, by whom the oak Will held eacred. 
This is the title which wu gh·en to the prieets of Gaal, u we are in­
formed by Diodol'U8 SiC'Olus_; and, u a proof how far the Amoniall 
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branches they assembled, and held their eolemn rita. 
The oak. and groves of oak. were also held in great vene­
ration by the Hebrews and other ancient nations. The 
)"'renck Magi held their ..:lftJ'• or oak,27 in great venera­
tion,• The CeltlB revered the oak as a type or emblem 
of Jupiter.21 

I have been thus particular on this subject, as it en­
courages a eonjeeture that the Druids gained their 
principle& and ID&Xims from the Phrenieians, as appears 
trom those similarities before remarked;:- and thence it 
may be conceived, they alao received from them the 
dectrines of Moses, and the original principles of wisd.em 
and truth, as delivered down from the earliest ages. 

The oak.,-hieroglyphically, represents strength, virtue, 

religion was extended, and bow little we knol'l' of Druidical wonhip. 
either in respect to its essence or its origin." (Bryant's Analysis of 
Ancient Mythology.) Maxim us Tyrius says, "The Celts (or Gauls) 
worshipped Jupiter, whose symbol or sign is the highest oak." The 
Suons ,·ulled their sages Dpy, from the Druids. [The Saxon .-ges 
were cull"d Drottes.-EDITOR.] 

17 "Ye shull utterly destroy all the places wherein the nations which 
ye shall po!!!ll'llll served their gods upon the high mountains, and upon 
the hills, and under every green tree. And you 8hall overthrow their 
altars, and break their pillan and burn their groves with fire, and ye 
shall hew dol'l'n their graven images of their ~dB, and destroy the 
names of them out of that place." (Deut. :m., 2, 3.) "The fle4!h 
he put into a basket and he put the broth into a pot, and he brought 
it o-.t unto him under the oak, and presented it." (Judges 'ri., 19.) 
"And the prophets of the groves four hundred." (1 Kings xriii., 19.) 
"For he built up again the high places which Hezekiah his father bad 
destroyed, and he reared up altars for Baal, made a grove, as did Ahab 
ldng of Israel, and worshipped all the host of heaven, and served them. 
And he set a graven image of the grove which he had made." (2 
Kings :ni., 3, 7.) "He removed her from being queen, beoauae she 
made. an idol in a grove. But the high plact"s were not taken away 
out of Israel." (2 Chron. u., 16, 17.) •• Ye shall destroy their altars 
and break down their"images, and cut dol'I'D their groves, and bum 
their graven images with fire. Thou shalt not plant thee a grove of 
an1 treea near unto the altar of the Lord thy God." (Deut. 'rii .• 5; 
Dl., 21.) "Ye shall destroy their abal'll, and break their images, and 
s down their groves." (Emd. :u:riv., 13.) "And the chilcben of 
Iuael, &o., served Baalim, and the groves." (Judges iii., 7.) 

~~ Plin. Nat. Hist. 1 ' Maximua TyriUH. 
11 "In the plain of Tormore, m the isle of Arran, are the remains 

of four clroles, and, by their sequestrated situation, this Beelllll to 
haTe been aaored ground. These circles were formed for religiona 
purposes. Boethiua relates, that Mainua, son of Fergus I., a restorer 
and cultivator of religion, after the Egyptian· manner (as be calls it), 
iwlti.tuted eeveral uew and 10lemn cel'l'llloniee, 1111d caueed great ~~&oDes 
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constancy, and aometimes longevity: under these svm­
bolieal characters, it might be revered by the Druids ; 
and the misletoe, which they held in the highest venera­
tion, has excellent medicinal qualities, which, in those 
days of ignorance, might form the chief of their materia 
medica, being a remedy for epilepsies, and all nervous 
disorders, to which the Britons, in those ages, might be 
peculiarly subject, from the woodine88 of the rountry, 
the noxious respiration pl'oceeding from the l&l'ge forests, 
the moisture of the air from extensive uncultivated lands, 
and the m&l'itime situation of this country. 

lfrom all these religious institutions, rites, custolllll, 
and ceremonies, which be&l' in many degrees a striking 
similarity to those of this society,31 we may naturally con­
jecture that the founders of our maxims had in view the 
most ancient race of Christians, as well a.a the tim J?TO­
fesson of the worship of the God of Nature. Our anCient 
reoord, which I have mentioned, brings us J!ositive evi­
dence of the Pythagorean doctrine and Basilidean pri~ 
ciples making the foundation of our religiom and mor81. 
rules. The following lectures will elucidate these &Mer­
tiona, and enable ua, I ho~, with no small degree of 
certainty, to prove our origJ.Dal principles. 

to be placed in the Corm of a circle ; the largest waa Bituat,d towa.rda 
the I!Oilth, and served aa an altar for the sacrifices to the immortal 
gods. (Boethiua, lib. ii., p. 15.) Boethius is right in part of his ao­
ooant: the objeot of the worship waa t'he Bun ; and what ooniimu1 
this is the situation of the altar, pointed towards that luminary in his 
meridian glory." (Penant's Voy~ to the Hebrides.) 

aa The Druidical order WM composed of three claase~t-the druids, 
the buds, and the eubates. The former were habited in white robes, 
while those of the bards were sky·blue ; the one an emblem of peace· 
end truth, the other of innocence.· The person of the bard waa 110 

aacred, that he might paa8 in Bafety through hostile countries. He 
DeTer appeared in any army but aa a herald, or under the modem 
idea of a ~ of tnce, and never bore arms, neither 1t'BI! a naked 
weapon to be held in hill presence. (Owen's Diet...-. Ba.n.)-Enrroa. 

• 
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LECTURE IV. 

THE NA.TURB OF THE LODGE. 

I Now take upon me to prove my fint proposition, 
and to show that the first state of a Mason is representa­
tive of the first stage of the worship of the true God. 

The lodge, when revealed to an entering Mason, dii!ICO­
vers to him a representation of the world ;1 in which, from 
the wonders of Nature, we are led t.o contemplate the 
Great Ongina.l, and worship Him for his mighty works ; 
ud we are thereby also moved to exercise those moral 
and eooial virtues, which become mankind as the servants 
of the Great Architect of the world, in whose image we 
were formed in the be~nning. 

The Creator, desigmng to bless man's estate on earth, 
OP!3ned the hand of his divine benevolence with good 

. gifts. He hath spread over the world the illumined 
canopy of heaven. The covering of the Tabernacle, 2 and 

1 In like manner, the oavem of initiati.oa into the apurioua Free­
maaonry of Persia, projected by Zoroaster, was intended to rep:re1e11t 
the universal system of N atare. It was a dome, and the sun was 
placed in the centre of the roof, which, being by some prooess illumi­
nated, exhibited an appearance so superb as to induoe a· candidate &o 
exclaim, "Nocte medio vidi solem candido oo1'118C1Ultem lumine !" 
while around him the planets were arranged in their several spheres; 
the ooDBtellations were depicted on the walls; _!!Dd the zodiac wu 
oonapicuoualy displayed on a broad belt enoompasaing the whole. 
(Porph. de Ant. Nymph., p. 254; Apul. Metam., lib. 1.) In honour 
of these revolving lumina.ri68, circolar monuments were used by an 
nations for the celebratiob of their mysteries ; for the circle was an 
emblem of the Divinity.-El>ITOR. 

1 " The proportio!l of the measures of the Tabernacle proved it to 
be an imitation of the system of the world ; for that third part thereof, 
which was within the four pillars to which the priests were not ad­
mitted, is as it were an heaven pecmliar to God; but the space of the 
twenty cubits is as it were sea and land, on which men live; and 1!10 

this part is peculiar to the priests only. When Moses distinguished 
the Tabemacle into three parts, and allowed two of them to the priest~<. 
u a plaoe acoesaible and common, he denoted the land and the sea; 
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the veil of the Temple at Jerusalem, were representations 
of the celestial hemisphere, and were "of blue, of crim-

for the~~e are &OOel!llible to all. But when he 1!8t apart the thinl 
division for God. it was because heaven is inacoetl8ible to men. And 
when he ordered twelve loaves to be set on the table, he denoted the 
year, as distinguished into so many moothB. And when he made the 
candlesticks of seventy parts, he secretly intimated the deeani, or 
1!8venty divisions of the planets. And as to the seven lamps upon 
the candlesticks, they referred to the course of the planets, of which 
that is the number. And for the veils, which were composed of four 
things, they declai-ed the four elements. For the fine linen WIUI 

proper to BiF.y the earth, because the flax grows out of the earth : 
the purple ~;)~ the sea, because that colour is dyed by the blood 
of a sea shefl-fish ; the blue ill fit to signify the air ; and the tocarlet 
will naturally be an indication of fire. Now the vestment of the high 
priest, being made of linen, signified the earth ; the blue denoted the 
*Y• being like lightning in its pomegranates, and in the noise of the 
be11a re11embling thunder. And for the ephod, it showed that God 
had made the universe of four element.'! : and as for the gold inter­
woven, I supposed it related to the splendour by which all th~ are 
enlia'htened. Ho also appointed tho hreast-plate to be placed m the 
middle of the ephod, to resemble the earth ; and the girdle which 
encompassed the high priest round, signified the ocean. Each of the 
sardonyxes declares to us the sun and the moon ; those, I mPan, which 
were in the nature of buttons on the high priest's shouldPrs. And 
for the twelve stones, whether we understand by them the months, or 
whether we understand the like number of the signs of that circle, 
which the Greeks call the zodiac, we shall not be mistaken in their 
meaning. And for the mitre, which was of a blue colour, it seems to 
me to mean heaven; for how otherwiae could the name of God be 
inscribed upon it ? That it was also illustrated with a orown, and 
that of gold also, is because Of that splendour with which God ill 
pleased." (Jose~us's Antiq., c. vii.) In another place, Josephus 
days the candle~<tick was emblematicaf of the seven days of creation 
and rest. •• The Tabernacle set up by the Israelites in the desert 
may, nevertheless, give some ideas of the manner in which, at that 
time, the Egyptian temples were constructed. I believe, reallJ, that 
there must have been some relation between the taste which reigned 
in these edifices and the Tabernacle. The Tabernacle, thou~ only a 
vast tent, had a great relation with architecture. We ought to look 
upon it as a representation of the temples and palaces of the East. 
Ut us recollect whst we have said before of the form of ~vernment 
of the Hebrews. The Supreme Be~ was equally th811" God and 
King. The Tabernacle was erected mth a view to 1Ul81t'er to that 
double title. The Itoraelites went there, sometimes to adore the 
.Almighty, and sometimes to receive the orders of their 101'8reip. 
present in a sensible manner in the presence of his people. I tlililk, 
then, we ought to look upon the Tabernacle as a work whio\ God 
would have, that the structure should have relation with the edilioes 
destined in the East, whether for the worship of the gOO. or the 
habitation of kings. The whole construction of the Tabernade pre­
sented, moreover, the model of an edifice, regular, and di.l.ributed 
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eon, and purple;" apd aueh is the coverin8' of the lodge.' 
AB an emblem of God's power, his goodnees, oomipre­
lletlce, and eternity, the lod~e is adorned with the image 
of the aun,4 which he· ordained to arise from the ~ 
and open the day; thereby calling forth the people of 
the earth to their worship, and exercise in the walks of 
virtue. 

The great Author of all hath given the Moon to govern 
the night; a fit season for solemn meditation. When 
the labours of the day are ended, and man's mind is 
abstracted from the cares of life, then it is for our aoul's 
recreation to walk forth, with contemplative mind, to 
read the great works of the Almighty in the starry 
firmament, and in the innumerable worlds which are 
governed by his will ; and thence to meditate on his 
omnipotence.6 Our thoughts returning from this glorioua 

with much skill. All the dimensions and proportions appeared to 
have been observed with care, and perfectly well adapted." (De 
Gopet.) 

1 "And he made the veil of blue, and purple, and orimaoo, and ine 
linen, and wrought cherubims thereon." (2 Chron. iii., 14.) See 
abo Josephus. 

• Besides what is already noted, touching the Amonian rites and 
the wonhip of the IIUD, the doctrine of the Magians was. " The 
Original Intelligence, who is the first principle of all things, discovert 
Jaimself to the mind and the undentandi.Dg only ; but he hath pleced 
the IIUD as his image in the visible univene, and the beams of that 
bril;rht luminary are but a. faint copy of the glorr that shines in the 
hig\er heavens." It appears to the man studYing Nature, that the 
BUD is the most probable place in the universe for the throne of thl' 
Deity : from whence are diffused throughout creaiion light and h8U 
--a subtle ell86noo, inexhausting and self-subsisting-conveying, or 
in thamselves being, the operative spirits which oonuuct the woru of 
God through all the field of Nature. "Ble88 the Lord, 0 my 110ul. 0 
Lord, my God, thou art very great, thou art clothed with honour ud 
majesty. Who ooverest thyself with light as with a gannenL Who 
maketh the clouds his chariot, who wallr.eth upon the wings of the 
wind. Who maketh his angeL! spirits, and his ministen! a ftamiug 
fire." (Psalm civ., 1-4.) 

• • . • . • " 0 majestic nipt! 
N atnre1s great ancestor! day's elder hom! 
And fatecf to survive the transient BUD; 
By mortals, and immortals, seen with awe ! 
A starry crown thy raven brow adorns, 
An azure zone thy waist : clouds in heaven's loom 
Wrought thro' varieties of shape and llhade, 
In ample folds of drapery divine, 
Thy flOwing mantle form, and beaTen throughout 
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scene towards ounelvea, we discern the diminutiveneM 
of man, and, by a natural inference, oonfeBS. the benevo­
lence of that God, who regardeth us (such minute atoDll) 
in the midst of his mighty works; whose univenal love 
is thus divinely expressed, "That not a sparrow shall 
fall without your Father; but the very hairs of your head 
are all numbered." 

When the world was under the banda of her great 
Architect, she remained dark, and without form ; but 
the divine fiat was no sooner pronounced, than behold 
there was light ;8 creation was oelivered from darkneas, 

\ 

Volwninowdy pour thy pompous train. 
Thy gloomy graudeurs (Nature's moat august 
Inspiring upect) claim a grateful verse. 
And like a sable curtain Btarr'd with gold, 
Drawn o er mylabolll'8 put shall close the scene !" 

YouNG's Nigltt Tlwugl.t•· 
• " Sileooe, ye troubled wavu, and thou deep, peaoe, 

Said then th' omnific word, your discord end; 
Nor stayed, but, on the wings of cherubim, 
Uplifted in patemal glory, rode 
Fill' into Chaos, and the world unborn ; 
For Chaos heard his voice ; 1Wn all his train 
Follow'd in bight procession, to behold 
Creation and the wonders of his might. 
Then stay'd the ferrid wheels, and, in his hand, 
He took the golden oomp118868, prepar'd 
In God's eternal store, to circtUDSoribe 
This universe and all created things : 
One foot he centr'd, and the other turn'd 
Round thro' the vut profundity obecure, 
And said, thus far extend, thus far thy bounds, 
This be thy just circumference, 0 world. 

" Let there be Light, said God, and forthwith iglat 
Ethereal, first of things, quintessence pure 
Sprung from the deep, and from her native Eut 
To journey th!o' the aHrY gloom began, 
~her' d in a radiant oloud, for yet the SUD 
W u not ; she, in a cloudy tabernacle, 
Sojourn'd the while. 

__ .. Thus wu the first day ev'n and mom ; 
Nor put uncelebrated, ll0r.tm81Dlg 
By the celestial quires, when orient Liaht 
Exhaling first from darkness they beheld 
Birth-day ofheaven and earth; with joy and shout 
The hollow univerll81 orb they &I'd, 
ADd touoh'd their golden harps, and hymning prais'd 
Qod and his works, Creator, liim tlley sung." 

H!LTON'a Parflllise .c-t. 

, 

' • .. 
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and the Bun shot forth instantaneous rays over the face 
of the earth. He gave that great oonatellation to the 
espousal of Nature, and vegetation sprang from the em­
brace ; the moon yielded her influence to the waters, and 
attraction be~at the tides. 

Remembenng the wooden in the beginning, we, claim­
ing the auspicious countenance of heaven on our virtuous 
deeds, 888ume the figures of the sun and moon, as emble­
matical of the great Light of Truth discovered to the 
first men, and thereby implying that, as true Masons, we 
stand redeemed from darkness, and are become the sons 
of Light, acknowledging in our profession our adoration 
of him who gave light unto his works. Let us, then, by 
our practice and conduct in life, show that we carry our 
emblems worthily ; and, as the children of light, that we 
have turned our baeks on works of darkness, obscenity 
and drunkenness, hatred and malice, Satan and his domin­
ions; preferring charity, benevolenee,7 justice, tempe­
ranee, chastity-, and brotherly love, as the acceptable 
service on which the great Master of all, from his beati· 
tude, looks down with approbation. 

The same divine hand, pouring forth bounteous gifts, 
which hath blessed us wtth the sight of his glorious 
works in the heaven·s, hath also spread the earth with a 
beauteous carpet; he hath wrought it in various coloUl8; 
fruit& and flowers, pastures and meads; golden furrows 
of com, and shady dells, mountains skirted by nodding 
forests, and valleys flowing with milk and honey: he 
hath wrought it "as it were in mosaic work," giving 
a pleasing variety to the man: he hath poured upon 
us his gifts in abundance, not only the necessaries of 
life, but also "wine to gladden the heart of man, and 
oil to give him a. cheerful countenance: "8 and that he 
might still .add beauty- to the scene of life wherein he 
hath placed us, his highly favoured creatures, he bath 
skirted and bordered the earth with the ocean; for the 
wise Creator having made lhan in his own imase, not 

,. Appendix, B. 
1 All this is genuine Masonry. Wherever we turn,-wbether iP 

oontemplate the splendid lights of heaven, or the works of N &tare aad 
art on earth,-every thing we bobold is an illustration of our noble 
I!!Cienoe. Whether a star in the sky, or a rough stone in the p&ft­
ment, it is still a symbol of muollic reaearoh.-EDITOL 
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meaning in the lik.eneas of his -person, but spiritually, by 
breathing into his nostrils the breath of life, and inspir­
ing him with that resemblance of the Divinity, an intel­
lectual spirit. He skirted the land with the ocean, not 
only for that salubrity which should be derived from ita 
~tation, but also that to the genius of man, a commu· 
mcation should be opened to all the quarters of the 
earth; and that, by mutual intercoU1'8e, men might unite 
in mutual good works, and all become as members of 
one society. These subject. are represented in the floor­
ing of the lodge. 

The universe is the temple of the Deity whom we serve: 
Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty are about his throne, as 
the pillars of his works; for his wisdom is infinite, his 
strength is in omnipotence, and beauty atands forth 
through all his creation in symmetry and order: he hath 
stretched forth the heavens as a C&Dopy, and the earth 
he hath planted as his footstool: he crowns his temples 
with the stars, as with a diadem, and in his hand he 
extendeth the power aod the glory : the sun and moon 
are messengers of his will, and all his law is concord. 
The pillars supporting the lodge are representative of 
these divine powers. A lodge, where ~rfect masons are 
aaseQlbled, represents these works of the Deity. 

We place the spiritual Lodge in the vale of J ehosha­
phat, implying thereby, that the principles of Masonry 
are derived from the knowledge of God, and are estab­
lished in the judgment of the Lord; the lit,ral translation 
of the word J ehoshaphat, 1 from the Hebrew tongue, being 
no other than those express words. The highest hills10 

• There was a firm belief amongst the early Chmtian11 that the 
duration of this world would tenninate in the year 1000 of our era, 
ud that the valley of Jehoshapha.t would be the scene of the general 
ja~ent.-EDITOR. 

1 " At lenath, to beautify those hills, the place!! of the idolatrous 
worship, they Oe&et them with trees, and hence came the consecration 
of groyes and woods, from whioh their idols many times were named. 
At last some choice and selec.t trees began to be consecrated. Those 
French Magi, t8rmed Dryache, wonhipped the oak, in Greek dfl''• 
aod thence had their Dames. The Etrurians worshipted an holm­
tree ; and, amongst the Celie, a tall oak was the ido or image of 
Jupiter. Among the lllraelites, the idolatry began under the Judges 
Otlmiel ancl Ehua (Judgee iii., 7,) and, at the lut, booame so common 
iD Israel, that they haQ peculiar priests, whom they termed prophets 
of the grove (1 Kings rrui., 19), and idols of the grovl'; that 18, pecu· 

·" 



76 TllJI ·IU.TVU OP THB LODeB· 

and lowest valleyeu were from the earliest timee esteemed 
aacred, and it was supposed the Spirit of God was peen­
liarly d.Ufutive in those :t>laeee. "Upon the top of the 
mountain, the whole lilmt thereof round about shall be 
m.oet holy." It ia said, in the Old Testament, that the 
Spirit of God buried M01e1 in a valley in the land m 
Moab, ilnplying that from divine inftuence he was interred 
in such hallowed retirement. On Elijah's translation, 
the eons of the Prophets said to Elisha, "Behold now 
there be with thy servants fifty strong men; let them 
go, we pray thee, and seek thy master, lest, peradventure, 
the Spirit of the Lord hath taken him up, and east him 
upon some mountain, or into some valley." Hence was 
derived the veneration paid to such places in the earliest 
ages, and hence the sacred groves of the Orientals and 
Druids. They chose those situations for their public 
worship, conceiving that the presence of the Deity would 
hallow them : they set up their altars there, and aba­
dowed them with groves, that there, as it was with 
Adam, they might "hear the voice of the Lord God 
walking in the garden." 

In the corruption and ignorance of after agee thoee 
hallowed places were polluted with idolatry; 12 the UDell­

lightened mind mistook the type tor the original, and 
could not discern the light from darkne88; the aacred 
groves and hills became the objects of enthusiastic bigotry 
and superstition ; the devotees bowed down to the oaken 
log11 and the graven image as being divine. Some p~ 

liar idola, unto whom their grovM were consecrated. (2 Kings ni., 1; 
2 Chron. xv., 16.)." Godwyn's Mo- and Aaron. 

11 In the " Freelll880ns' Quanerly Renew" for 1842. will be fiKmd 
a series of diequisitioll8, by the Editor of this work, on the ~ 
applioation of the traditional hill and ftlley of Freemuomy.­
EDITOR. 

11 The ~. losing Bight ol the emblemati.cal eipificatioa. wbicll 
was not readily understood but br ~te and philoeophera, took ap 
with the plain figures as real diVUlltiea. Stonea, erected u IIIIOIPt­

menta of the dead, became tb.e place where posterity paid their 
veneration to the m~orr of the deoeaaed. Thie increued iato a 
k~ty, and at .leDgth beoame an object of worship." (Left 

e'a Sketohea of Man.) . 
11 ·The Druids worshipped rough atonea, aDd many of theee deiW 

idols still remain in this oountry, and retaia the names of abomiM­
tion. In some diski,cte they are oalled Drake Stones, from J>ai« 
(Br.) a serpent or drason; the deril. In other plaoee die ....s ia 
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881'Ved themaelvea from the corruptions of the times, and 
we find those sages and select moo, to whom were com­
mitted, and who retained, the light of understanding and 
truth, unpolluted with the sins of the world, the deno­
mination of Magi among the PeniaDB ; wise men, sooth­
~ayers, and utrologen, among the Ch&ldeans; philoso­
phers among the Greeks and Romans; bramina among 
the Indi&DB; druids and bards among the Britons: and, 
with the ch088ll people of God, Solomon shone forth in 
the fulneas of human wisdom. 

The Master of each lodge should found his government 
in .coneord and universal love;"' for, as the great Archi­
tect moves the system with his finger, and touches the 
sphere with harmony, 80 that the morning stars together 
sing the songs of gratitude, and the floods clap their 
hands, amidst the invariable beauties of order; 80 should 
we, rejoicing, be of one accord, and of one law, in una­
nimity, in charity, and in affection, moving by one on­
changing system, and actuated by one principle, in 
rectitude of manners. 

A Mason, sitting the member of a lodge, claiming thesi 
emblems as the testimonies of his Order, ought, at that 

. instant, to transfer his thoughts t-o the august scene 
which is there imitate(}, and remember that ·he then 
appears profeiiBing himself a member of the Great Temple 
of the universe, to obey the laws of the mighty Master 
of all, in wheae presence he seeks to be approved. 

The ancient record which I have before quoted ex­
{lresaes that the first Masons received their knowledge 
from God; by which means they were end9wed with the 
due understanding of what is pleasing to him, and the 
only true method of propagating their doe trines. 

The few who remained uncorrupted with the sins of 
nations, and who served the only and true God, despised 
thb fables and follies of idolators; 1.5 others, who were 

Ieee equivocal. "The de'ril's quoits;" "the de'ril'e arrows;" "thft 
deTil'e den ; " &c., &c., are the appellatiODS by which they are still 
dietinguiebed.-EDITOB. 

14 Appendix, C. 
u These fables and follies were eo gross and absurd that we OADDot 

wonder that they excited the pain and disgust of the true F:reemuon. 
The heathen priests abused the credulity of the people to the grati­
fication of their own sensual appetites. And eo outrageous did these 
worthies become, jutu et altituditu tvrgent, u · to pe1'81111de them­
aelvea that they were really the deities they penoDatled. Thu 
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emerging from the ignorance and blindnea in wbieh they 
had been overwhehned, contenlplated the wonders m. 
played in the face of Nature, and traced the Divinity 
through the walks of his power, and his mighty deed& 
Contemplation at first went forth admiring, but yet 
without comprehension from whence all things had their 
existence; Contemplation returned, glowing with con­
viction, that one great Original, of infinite power, of 
infinite intelligence, and of benevolence without bounds, 
wBB the mBBter of all. They beheld him in his works, they 
read his Majesty in the heavens, and discovered his miracles 
in the deep: every plant that painted the face of Nature, 
and every thing having the breath of life, described his 
presence and his power. Such men were afterwards made 
known to the enlightened, and were united with them 
in the perfection of truth.18 

As the servants of one God, our predecessors professed 
the Temple, wherein the Deity approved to be served, 
wBB not of the work of men's hands. In this the Druids 
copied after them ; the universe, they confessed, wu 
filled with his presence, and he WBB not hidden from the 
most ilistant quarters of creation; t,bey looked upwards 
to the heavens 811 his throne, and, wheresoever under tbe 
sun they worshipped, they regarded themselves as being 
in the dwelling-place of the Divinity, from whose eye 
nothing WBB concealed. The ancients not only refrained 
from building temples, but even held it utterly unlawful, 
because they thought no temple spacious enough for the 
sun, the great symbol of the Deity. "Jlfvntlw vnit'eTIU 
ut templvm mlu" W88 their maxim ; they thought it pro­
fane to set limits to the infinity of the Deity ;17 when, in 
later ages, they built temples, they left them open to the 
heavens, and unroofed. 

the physician Menecrates BSSnml'd the title of Jupiter; Nicostratua 
took that of Hercules; and Nicagoras actually constructed for bim-
1181£ a pair of wings, and would be called Mercury.-EDITOR. 

11 "Thus," as our noble author ~~&ys, "through a long maze of 
errors, man arrived at true religion, acknowledging but one Being, 
11upreme in power, intelligen<'P, and benevolence, who Cl'l'&ted all 
other beings, to whom all other bPings are subjected, and who dirP!'t.> 
every event to &DIIwer the best purposes.'' (Lord Kame's Sketches 
of Man.) 

17 The hPatbens gained a knowledge of one great superintending 
power from the li~ht of Nature, although they could neither define 
11101' comprehend h1s attributes. The n>gUlarity of the 110lar system ; 
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The true believers, in order to withdraw and distin­
guish themselves from the rest of mankind, especially 
the idolators with whom they were surrounded, adopted 
emblems and mystic devices, together with certain dis­
tinguishing principles, whereby they should be known 
to each other, and also certify that they were servants 
of that God in whose hands all creation existed. Bv 

·these means they also protected themselves from per­
secution, and their faith from the ridicule of the incre­
dulous vulgar. To this end, when they rehearsed the 
principles of their profe88ion, they pronounced " that they 
were worshippers in that temple whose bounds were 
from the diStant quarters of the universe ; whose height 
was no otherwise limited than by the heavens, and whose 
depth was founded on that axis on which the revolutions 
of the starry zodiac were performed." · 

The Egyptians were the first people known to us who, 
in the early ages of the world-after the flood-advanced 
to any high degree of knowledge in astronomy, arts, 
and sciences; these were the means of discovering to 
them the existence of the Divinity ; and they worshipped 
the author of those sublime works which they contem­
plated, but, through national prejudices, soon began to 
represent the attributes of the Deity in symbols; and, 
as the visible operations of his omnipotence were chiefly 
expressed in the powers of the sun and moon, whose 
influence they perceived through all the field of Nature, 
they depicted the Deity by those heavenly bodies, and 
at length, under the names of Osiris and lsis,18 adored 
the God of'Nature.t1 

the wondrous orbl! moving in their several spheres with such admira­
ble order; the propagation of plants and animals, and the general 
system of Nature, convinced them that they were all under the go­
vernance of some superior and superintending power. It was in this 
sense that our G. M. David said,-" The heavens declare the glory 
of God, and the firmament l!howeth the handiwork."-EDITOR. 

11 A curious story is told by Dr. Kellet, (Tricmn. Christ., p. 596,) 
about the worship of Isis:-" The image of Isis was on an. ass'• 
back ; the people kneeled, and fell down to it. The &88 grew proud, 
as if the honour had been done to him. The people (which was a 
~ater ass) spake to his brother 818, "Non tibi, l!8d religioni,"-we 
worship not thee, but tsis. And yet it stood with more reason to 
worship the ass, which had sense, rather than the image, which had 
DODe."-EDITOR. 

11 Dr. Owen divides the whole of idolatrou worship into Sabaism 
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.A. we derived many of our mysteries, and moral prin­
ciples, from the doctrines of Pythagoras, who had 
acquired his leaming in Egypt, and otherB from the 

ud HeDeaiam ; tb4l fOrmer conmst!l in the worship of the san, 1110011, 

and stan, md the hod of heaven (whioh oaly ia to my preea:at ~­
poee ), which it ia probable a few agee after the ftood had ita~. 
Dr. Prideaux aays, "the true religion which Noah taught lu. poe. 
terity WBII that which Abraham practised-the worshipping of 01111 

God, the mprem~ governor of all things, through a Mediator. Mesa 
could not determine what euence contained this power of mediatioa, 
no clear revelation being then made of the Mediator whom ao.l 
appointed, becal18e as yet he had not been mauifeeted in die world. 
they took upon them to address him by mediators of their o­
choo8ing; and their notion of the llUD, moon, and stars being, that 
they were habitations of intel.ligencee, which aDimated the orbs ill 
the eame manner aa the soul animates the body of mu, IIDd wen 
canses of their motion; and that these intelligences wne of middiP 
110rt between God and them ; thl!y thought the11e the properest things 
to be the mediators between God and them ; and therefore the planets, 
being the nearest of all the heavenly bodies, and gene~ looked OD 

to have the greateet infiuence on thia world, they e choice fl 
them, in the first place, as their gods' mediators, who were to ~ 
with the Supreme God for them, and to. procure from him mettiea 
and favours, which they prayed for." Herodotus says that Oliiria 
and 18ie were two great deities of the Egypti&DII ; and almoet tbe 
whole mythology of that ancient people ill mcluded in what their 
prie8t8 fabled of them. Plutarch conceives, that by Osiris tbe IRa 
1s to be undentood ; and this Macrobius confirms, adding that Osiris. 
in the Egyptian language, signifies many-eyed, and Isis the ancie!d, 
or the moon. Osiris, according to Banier, ill the !laDle as Mieraim, 
the son of Cham, who peopled Egypt some time after the del~ 
And Dr. Cumberland, Bishop of Peterborough, 8&]'8 Miaraim, tlw 
110n of Ch&DJ, grand-child of Noah, was the firilt king of Egypt, ud 
founder of their monarchy; and that 06iris was an appropriated title. 
~igni.fying the prince, and Ime i11 lshalJ, bill wife. D1odorus Siculus, 
who tias transmitted down to ns, with great care, the most ancient tra­
ditiODII of the Egyptians, aaeerta this prince is the same with Heue~, 
the first king of Egypt. Perhaps, at his apotheosis his name wu 
changed to that of Isiris, according to I!OJne historians. As tbe 
images of Osiris were Tery resplendent, to represent the beams of 
light from the sUD, 110 in their hymns of praise tb~:r. celebrate him u 
fl!l!ting in the bosom of the sun. From the authonty of Banier, uacl 
other historians, we learu, that the gods of tbe Egyptians were 
adopted by the Phrenicians; that their thc>ology was propagated by 
the Phamicians into the East and in the West ; and some traces aF 
them are found in every island of the Mediterranean. In Syria we 
Dad the 88Dle theology, the sun UDder the Ilftme of Adonis. and tile 
moon of Aahtaroth. The festival of Adonis is mentioned in Barucb, 
(chap. vii., 30, 31). "The priests of the city sat in their temples 
uncovered and shaven, and mourning as at a feast for the dead." Tbe 
Prophet oomplaiua that Solomon went after A.Mhtarntb, aud aftt>r 



'1'IDI NA'lt1llB OF TO LODGB. 81 

PIMBDicians, who had reeeived the Egyptian theology in 
an early age, it is not to be wondered that we should 
ado:et Egyptian symbols~' to rep:reaent or express the 
attribute. of the Divinity. 

The Pythagorean system of philosophy also pointa 
out to us a reaaon for the figure of the sun being intro­
duced into the lodge, as being the centre of the planetary 
system which be taught, as well as the emblem of the 
Deity which he served. This grand Mioov~tw•• was a 
symbol expressing the first and gTeatest principle of his 
doctrines. This was also a representati01l of toe Abrax 
which governed the atellary world and our diurnal revo­
lutions. 

In the boob of Hermes Triamegistus, who was an 

)(elOQm. the abomination. of the Ammonites. The Ch&ldeaDI ana 
Babylo~ paid adoration to Fire, and held the Sabaiam worship. 
The Persians worshipped the Sun and ~. St. Cyril. writing on 
the Pythagorean principles, says, " We see plainly that Pythagoras 
maintained that there was but one God, the original and cause of all 
thiDgs, who enlightens every thing, animates every thiiJg, and from 
whom every thing proceeds, who lias givell' bein« to all thiugs, and 
i1 the source of all motion." Pythagoras thus defines the Divinity: 
" God is neither the object of sense nor subject to passion ; but 
iuTisible, purel;r inte~ble, and supremely Intelligent. In his body 
he is like the light, anci In his BOUl he resem~es truth. He is tht~ 
universal S)?irit that pervades and cllifuses itself over-all Natute. All 
beings 1e001ve their life from him. . There is but on~ God, who is 
not, as some are apt to imagine, seated above the world, beyond the 
orb of the Universe; but being all iu himself, he sees all the beinga 
that inhabi* his immensity. He is the sole principle, the light of 
heaven, the FathQr of all; he produces every thiugj he orders and 
disposes every thing; he is the reason, the life, and the motion of all 
beings." Plutarch says, "Osiri1 is neither the sun, ner the water, 
nor the earth, nor the heaven; but whatever there is iu Nature well 
disJl?Bed. well regulated. good ud perfect, all that is the image of 
Omris." Seneca the stoic says, "It is of very little consequence by 
what DIIDle you call the first nature, Blld the divine reason that pre­
sides over the universe, and fillB all the parts of it,-he i8 still the 
same God. He is ealled Jupiter Stator, not, u historians, say, 
because he stopped the :Byiug armies of the :&maDS, but because he 
is the constant support of all beings. They oa1l him Fate, beoauM 
he is the fint cause on which all others depend. We &toics some­
times call him Father Bacchus, because be is the 11Diversal life tha' 
animates Nature; Hercules, because his power ia iuvincible; Mer­
cury, because he is the eternal reason, order, and wisdom. You 
may give him as many names as you please, provided you allow but 
one sole Cciple, everywhere present." 

•• A rtation on the E~tian symbols will be found In the 
Tbeooratio Philoaepby, leot. n.-EDITOa. 

7 
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- Egyptian, and said to be contemporary with Abraham'• 
gra.n.Ofather, is this remarkable paaaage; speaking of the 
Deity, he says, "But if thou wilt aee him, conaider and 
understand the sun, consider the courae of the moon, 
consider the order of the stars.21 Oh thou unspeakable, 
unutterable, to be praised with silence." 

From hence we are naturally led to perceive the origm 
of the Egyptian symbolization, and the reason for their 
adopting- tliose objects as expressive of the might, 
majesty, and omnipresence of the Deity.21 Posterity, to 
record the wise doctrines and religious principles of the 
first ~rofessors of the true worship, have adopted theae 
descnptions of the lodge in which they assemble ; and 
maintain those religious tenets which nature dictates, 
gratitude to him under whom we exist; and working in 
the acceptable service of him, who rejoiceth in the up-
right man. · 

As such it is to be & Freemason ; as such is a lodge of 
:Masons; as such are the :principles of this society ; u 
these were the original institutions of our Brotherhood, 
let the ignorant laugh on:, and the wicked ones seof. 
And that these are true solutions of our Emblems, I ant 
convinced myself; and, with humble deference to the 
rest of my brethren, offer them for their attention. 

11 Thia was a more aenaible praotice than that of the Manicluaaoa, 
who, as we are told by Augustine, worshipped the san and IDOOII, 

under a. auppos;tion that God's virtue dwelt iD the former, and Ilia 
wisdom iD the latter. They believed that God resided only iD the 
light; forgetting that he had said he would dwell iD the tbiok dark­
aep, (2 Chron. Ti., 1 ;) that darkne111 wu under his feet; and that lae 
made darkness his secret plaoe ; and his paTilion round about him. 
(Psalm :niii., 9. 11.)-EDITOL 

11 The learned Dr. Stukel;y, speaking of Stonebense, says he took 
his dimensions of this monument by the Hebrew, Phceoician, or 
Egyptian cubit, beiug twenty iDches and three-fourths of an iJd 
English meaa111'8. He dates this erection from the time of Camby­
aes's invasion of Egypt, before the. time of building the aeooDd 
temple at Jerasalem, at an lll1'& when the Phoonioian trade was at itl 
heignt; and he presumes that when the priests fled from E,zypt under 
tbe cruelties oommitted b:y that invader, they dispersed themselne 
to distant parts of tbe world, and iDtroduced their learning, artto, 81111 
reHgion, among the Druids of Britain. 
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LECTURE V. 

THE I''OBNITUB.B OJ' THB LODGB. 

IT is with pleasure I pursue the dutY I have imposed 
upon myself to give the solutions of the mystenes in 
Masonry; which, to minds inattentive to the real import 
of the objects in their view, might remain undiscovered; 
and the . profesBOr of Masonry might p888 on without 
receiving a just sense of those dignities which he hath 
assumed. I have defined what is intended to be repre­
sented by a lodge, and its origin and nature; it is now: 
my duty to discover to you the. import of the Furniture 
of a Lodge. · 

As Solomon, at Jerusalem, carried intQ the Jewish 
Temple all the vessels and instruments requisite .for the 
service of ~ ehovah, according to the law of his people, 
so we Masons, as workers iri moral duties, and as servants 
of the Great Architect of the world, have before us those 
emblems which mu8t constantly remind ·us of what we 
are, and what is required of us. . 

The third emanation of Abrax, in the Gnostic hierar­
chy, was Phronresis, the emblem of Prudence, which is 
the first and most exalted object that demands our atten­
tion in the lodge. It is placed in the centre, ever to be 
present to the eye of the Mason, that his heart )llay be 
attentive to her dictates, and steadfast in her laws ; for 
Prudence is the rule of all virtues ; Prudence is the path 
which leads to every degree of propriety; Prudence is 
the channel whence self-approbation flows for ever; she 
leads us forth to worthy actions, and, as a blazing star, 
enlightens us through the dreary and darksome paths of 
this life. 

Virtue, by moralists, is defined to be "that steadfast 
purpose and firm wilf of doing tholle things which Nat~ 
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hath dictated to us aa the best and most salutary; a 
habit of the soul by which mankind are inclined to do 
the things which are upright and good, and to avoid 
those that ate evil." In short, virtue is moral honesty, 
and comprehends good principles. Of the virtues, of 
which Prudence is the rule, these are called Cardinal 
Virtues, of which, properly, a Mason should be posseaaed 
-Fortitude, Temperance, '&Dd Justice; for, without 
these, the name of Mason is an empty title, and but a 
painted bubble. 

That Fortitude should be the characteristic of a llaaon 
we need not argue ; by which, in the midst of pressing 
evils, he is enabled always to do that which is agreeable 
to the dictates of right rea8()n. Temperance, also, must 
be one of his steadfast principles, bein~ a moderating or 
restraining of our aft'ections and p8881ona, especially in 
sobriety and chastity. We resard Temperance, under 
the various definitions of morahsts, as constituting ho­
nesty, decenor, and bashfulness; and, in its potential 
parts, institutmg meekness, clemency, and modesty. We 
profess Justice as dictating to us to do right to all, and 
to yield to every man what belongs to him. 

The cardinal virtues, prudence, fortitude, temperance, 
and justice, hold in their train the inferior powers of 
peace, concord, quietness, liberty, safety, honour, felicity, 
piety, and charity, with many others which were adored 
by the ancients in those ages, .when they confounded 
mythology with the worship of the Divinity. Within 
the starry girdle of prudence all the virtues are enfolded. 

We may apply this emblem to a still more religious 
import: it may be said to represent the star which led 
the wise men to Bethlehem,[roclaiming to mankind the 
nativity of the Son of Go .. and here conducting our 
spiritual progress to the Author of redemption. 

As the steps of man tread in the various and uncer­
tain incidents of life; as our days are chequered with a 
strange contrariety of events, and our passage through this 
existence, tho~h sometimes attended with prosperous 
circumstances, 1s often beset by a multitude ol evils; 
hence is the lodge furnished with Mosaic work to remind 
us of the precariousness of · our state on earth : to-day 
our feet tl'ead ·in prosperity, to-morrow we totter on the 
uneven paths ol weakness, temptation, and adversity. 
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Whilst this emblem is before us we are instructed to 
boast of nothing; to have compassion aud give aid to 
those who are in adversity; to walk: uprightly and with 
humility; for such is human existence, that there is no 
station in which pride can be stably fcmnded : all men, 
in birth and in the grave, are· on the level. Whilst we 
tread on this Mosaic work let our ide88 return to the 
original which it copies; and let every Mason aet 88 the 
dictates of reason prompt him, tO live in brotherly love.1 

As more immediate guides for a Freemason, the lodge 
is furnished with unerring rules, whereby he shall form 
his conduct ; the book of his law is laid before him, that 
he may not say, through ignorance he erred; whatever 
the Great Architect of the world hath dictated to man­
kind as the mode in which he would be served, and the 
path in which man is to tread to obtain his approbation ; 
whatever precepts he hath administered, and with what­
ever laws he hath inspired the sages of old, the same are 
comprised in the book of the law of_ Masonry. That 
book, which is never closed in any lodge, reveals tht' 
duties which the Great M88ter of all exacts from us; 
open to every eye, comprehensible to every mind: then, 
who shall say among us that he knows not the accepta­
ble service? 

But, 88 the frailty of human nature constantly wages 
war with truth, and man's infirmities struggle with his 

· virtues,-to aid and conduct every Mason, the m&Bter 
holds the compass, limiting the distance, progress, and 
circumference of the work ; he dictateth the manners, 
he giveth the direction of the design, and delineates 
each portion and part of the labour; 888igning to each 
his province and h18 order. And such is the mastership, 
that each part, when asunder, seems irregular and with­
out form; yet, when put together, like the building of 
the Temple at J erusaleJD, is connected and framed in tru~ 
symmetry, beauty, and order. 

The moral implication of which is, that the master in 
his lodge sits dictating 8\lch aalutary laws, for the regu­
lation thereof, aa his prudence directs; assigning to each 
brother his J?roper province; limiting the rashness of 
some, and CU'cnmscribing the imprudence of . others; 

I AppeiM)b, D. 
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MJtraining aU licentioume11 and drunkennea, discord 
and malice, envy and Pepro&ch; and promoting brotherly 
love, morality, charity, cordiality, and innocent mirth; 
that the auembly of the brethren may be conducted 
with order, harmony, and lov8J 

To try the works of every Maaon, the square is pre­
aented, aa the probation of his life; provipg whether his 
m&nnen are regular and uniform ; for Masona should be 
of .one principle and one ra.nk., without the diatinctiona of 
pride and pageantry: intimatin~ that, from high to low, 
the minds of Maaona should be mclined to good works, 
above which no man &tands exalted by his fortune. 

But superior to all, the lodge is furnished with three 
luminaries ;2 as the golden candlestick. in the Tabernacle 

1 The particular attention paid by the BDOients to the element of 
fire is in nowise to be wondered at, when we oonsider, that whene't'el' 
the Deity deigned to reveal bim~~elf to the human senile&, it was under 
this element. " And the aogel of the Lord appeared unto him in a 
il.ame of fire out of the midst of a bnsb ; and he looked, and behold 
the bush burned with fire, and the bu.sh was not' consumed. God 
called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Mo~~ea, Moses. 
And the Lord went before them by .day in a pillar of a oloud, to lead 
them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light; 
to go by day and night. There were thundera and lightnings, and a 
thick cloud upon the mount. And .Mount Sinai was altogether on a 
smoke, becanse the Lord descended upon it in fire. And the Bight of 
the glory of the Lord was like devouring fire on the top of the mount, 
in the eyes of the children of lsl'llel. And there I will meet with the 
ohildren of Israel, and the Tabernacle shall be SBDctified by my glory. 
(Exod. iii.,2, 4; xiii.,2l; xix.,l6, 8; xxiv.,l7; xxix.,13.) 1'hatthou goe11t 
before them, by daytime, in a pillar of a cloud, and ina pillar of fiio by 
night. (Num. ix., 16.) The Lord talked to you face tofaoo in the 
mount, out of the midst of the fire. l<'or ye were afraid by reaaon of 
the fire, and went not up into the mount. 'rhese words the Lord 
11pake unto all your 8llllembly in the mount, out of the midst of the 
fin.. For the mountain did burn with fire. And we have-heard hill 
voice out of the midst of the fire. For who is there of all il.esh that 
hath heard the Yoioe of the living God, speak.Uagout of the midst of 
the fire (as we have), and lived!" (Deut. v., 4-24.) To theae may 
be 'added the shechinak in the Temple. It would, frOm a kind of parity 
in oircumstancea, natunllr.follow, that men would look up to the BUD 

as the throne of the Divimty, from whence his ministering spirits dis­
penaed his will to the distant quarters of the univerae. Fire became 
the general emblem of the Divinity among the eastern D&tions-waa 
in great esteem witli the Chaldeans and Persians. The Persians 
Wlt'd consecrated fire as the emblem of the Supreme Being; to whom 
they would not build templee, or oontine dae Dimity to space. The 
ethereal fire was preserYed in· the Telnple of the Jews, and in the 
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of Moaea was at onee emblematical of the Spirit of God, 
whereby his ehOBeD. people were enlightened, and pro­
phetical of the ohurenes; or otherwise, Josephus says, 
representative of the planets and the powerful works of 
GOd: 80 our three lightl show to us the three reat 
stage• of Masonry, the knowledlce and worship o the 
God of Nature in the purity ofEaen-the service under 
the Mosaic law, when divested of idolatry-and the 
Christian revelation : but most especially our lights are 

4 typical of the holy Trinity. And as such is the fiuni­
ture of the lodge ;' such the principles dictated to us as 
Masons ; let us rejoice in the exercise of those excel­
lences, which should set us above the rank of other men; 
and prove that we are brought out of darkness into light. 
And let us show our good works unto the world, that 
through_ our light 80 shining unto :tnen, they may glorify 
the Great Master of the Universe; and therefore "do 
justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with their God." 

Tabernacle with great reverence. The Druid prieate in their wonbip 
looked towards the sun : they retained man:y of the Amonian rites : 
&bey are said to have made mystioal prooe1110n1 round their oonae­
orated firM sunwise, before they proceeded to IIICl'ifioe. 

1 Technioally speaking, the flimiture of the lodge ia the Bible. 
Square, and Compua ouly.-EDrroa. 
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LECTURE VI. 

TBB APP.AJI.BL .AND JBWBLS OP IU.80NS. · 

IIA.soNs, 88 one of the first principles, profess Inn~ 
cence : they put on white apparel as an emblem of thai 
character, wliich bespeaks purity of soul, goiltleS~~JHS, 
and being hannless. 

We have the following paesage in the Biographia 
Ecclesiasiica: "The ancients were also wont to put a 
white garment on the person baptised, to denote his 
having_put off the. lusts of the fiesh, and hi~ being. cleansed 
from hts former sms, and that he had obhged himself to 
maintain a life of unspotted innoceney. Accordingly, 
the baptised are, both by the Apoatle an~ the Greek. 
fathers, styled 'Pon~o,_,,.. the enlightened, because they 
professed to be the children of light,· and engaged them­
selves never to return again to the works of darkness.• 
This white garment used to be delivered to them with 
this solemn charge : 'Receive the white and undefiled 
garment, and produce it without spot before the tribunal 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you may obtain eternal 
life. Amen.' They were wont to wear these white gar­
menta for the space of a week after they were baptised, 
and then put them off and laid them uv in the church, 
that they might be k.ept 88 a witness &g&lDBt them if they 
should violate the baf.ti.smal covenant." 

Whilst the apron, with which we are clothed, indi­
cates a disposition of innocence, and belies not the 
wearer'S" heart, let the ignorant deride and scofF on; 
superior to the ridicule and malice of the wicked, we will 

1 " The people that walked in darkn888 have seen a great li4dlt: th~y 
that dwell in the land of the ehadow of death, upon them bath the 
light shined... (Isaiah ix., 2.) 

1 See the "Signa and Symbola," fur a lecture (x.) on the MUODio 
Apron.-EDITOB. 
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enfold ounelvea in the ~ of our own virtue, and, aafe 
in self-approving conamence, stand unmoved amid the 
persecutions of aavenity. 

The raiment which truly implies the innocence of the 
heart, is a badge more honolll'&ble than ever was deviled 
by kings. The Roman eagle, with all the orden of 
knighthood, are inferior: they may be ?roetitoted by the 
caprice of princes;' but innocence is mnate, and cannot 
be adopted. · 

To be a true Mason' is to po88688 this principle; or the 
apparel which he wears is an infamy to the apoatate, 
and only shows him forth to·shame and contempt. 

That innocence should be the professed principle of a 
Mason, ~ions no aatoniahrnent, when we consider 
that the discovery of the Deity leads us to the knowledge 
of those maxims wherewith he may be well pleased. The 
very idea of a God is succeeded with the belief that he 
can approve of nothing that is evil; and when first our 
predecessors professed themselves servants of the Archi­
te(}t of the World, as an indispensable duty they pro­
fessed innocency, and putonwhiteraimentas a type and 
characteristic of thew conviction, and of their being 
devoted to his will.3 The Druids were apparelled in 
white at the time of their sacrifices. and solemn offices. 
The Egyptian priests of Osiris wore snow-white cotton. 
We do not find that priests of other nations, noted 
for antiquity, were singular in this, except that in· the 
service of Ceres, under whom was symbolized the. gift of 
Providence in the fruits of the earth, the Grecian priests 
put on white. · 

Every degree of sin strikes the rational mind of man 
with some feelings of self-condemnation. Under sue~ 
conviction, who could call upon or claim the preeence 
of a Divinity, whose demonstration is good works? 
Hence are men naturally led to conceive that mch 
Divinity will only acoept of works of righteoumess. 
Standing forth for the &})probation of Heaven, the ser­
vants of the first reveafed. God bound themselves to 
muims of purity and virtue ; and, aa :Masona, we regard 
the principles o( those who were the fint wonhippers ·of 

· 1 King Solomon reoommended white garmenta, as beiDg indicative 
tJf mentBl purity. "Let thy garments be always white." (Eoolea. 
ix., 8. )-EDrroa. 
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the true God, imitate their ·apparel, and 8118ume the badge 
of innocence. 

Our jewels or ornaments imply that we try our 
a.tfections by justice, and our actions ·by troth, as the 
square tries the workmanship of the mechanic ; that we 
regard our mot"tal state,-whether it is dignified by titles 
or not, whether it be opulent or indigent,--as being of 
one nature in the beginning, and of one rank in ita cloee. 
In sensations, passions, and pleasures ; in infirmities, 
maladies, and wants, all mankind are on a parallel 
Nature hath given DB no superiorities: it is wisdom and 
virtue that c.onstitute superiority. From such maxims 
we make estimates of our brother, when his calamities 
call for our counsel or our aid. The works of charity are 
from sympathetic feelings, and benevolence acts upon 
the level The emblem of tbese sentiments is another 
of the jewels of oar society. 

To walk uprightly before Heaven and before men. 
neither inclining to the right or to the left, is the duty 
of a Mason; neither becoming an enthusiast or a perse­
cutor in religion_, nor bending towards innovation or 
infidelity. In civil government, finn in our allegiance, 
yet steadfast in our laws, liberties, and constitution. In 
private lif~, yielding UJ!·every selfish propensity, inclining 
neither to avarice or mjustice, to malice or revenge, to 
envy or contempt with mankind; but, aa the builder 
raises his column by the plane and perpendicular, 110 

should the Mason carry himself towardS the world." 
To rule our affections by justice and our actions by 

troth, is to wear a jewel which would ornament the 
boaom of the highest potentate on earth. Human nature 
baa her impulses from desires which are often too inor­
dinate : love binde ua with prejudices, and reeentment 
b1Jl'll8 with fevers; contempt renders DB inereduloua, and 
covetoUBness deprives ua of every generoue and humane 
feeling. To steer the bark of life upon the eea of paasi.on, 
without quitting the course of rectitude, is one of the 
highest excellences to which human nature can be 
brouJht, aided with all the powers of philosophy aDd 
religton. -

Yet, merely to act with justice and truth, ia not all 

• Appendix, E. 
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that man should attempt; for even that excellence would 
be selfishness: that cfuty is not relative, but ·merely 
proper; it is only touelrl,ng OUI' own character, and doing 
nothing for our neighbour; for justice is an indispensable 
duty in each individual. We were not bom for ourselves 
alone-only to shape our course throqgh life in the tracks 
of .tranquillity-and solely to study that which should 
atford peace to the conscience at home; but men were 
made as mutual aids to each othel'. No one among us, be 
he ever so opulent, can subsist without the assistance of his 
fellow-creatures. Nature's wants are numerous, and our 
hands are filled with very little of the warfare of neces­
sity: our nakedness must be clothed, our hunger satisfied, 
our maladies visited. Where shall the proud man toil for 
sustenance, if he stands unaided by his neighbour? When 
we look through the varied scene of life, we see our fel­
low-creatures attacked with innumerable calamities; 
and, were we without compassion, we should exist with­
out one of the finest feelings of the human heart. To 
love and to a~prove, are movements in the soul of man 
which yield htm pleasure; but to pity, gives him hea­
venly sensations; and to relieve, is divine. Charity thus 
hath her existence : her rise is from the consciousness of 
our similarity in nature; the level on which mortality 
was created in the beginning; its progreBB is in sympa­
thetic feelings, from the atfections of the heart breathmg 
love towards our brother, coupled with the touch of 
original estimation in our minds, which proves all our 
species to be brethren of on~ existence. Its conclusion 
is, from comparison producing judgment, we weigh the 
neceBBities of our suffering fellow-creatures by our natural 
equality, by comp888ion, our sympathy, and our own 
abilities, and dispense our gifts from affection. Pity and 
pain are sisters by sympathy. · 

To be an upright man, is to add still greater lustre to 
the Mason's character. To do justice, and to have charity, 
are excellent steps in human life.; but to act uprightly 
gives a superlative degree of excellence, for in that sta­
tion we shall become examples in religious, in civil, and 
in moral conduct. It is not enough that we are neither 
~nthusiasts nor :persecutors in religion-neither bending 
wwards innontion or infidelity-not to be in the passive 
only, but we should appear in the active character; we-
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' . 
should be zealous practiam, obeervei"B of, and IJteadW 
membei"B in, religious duties. In civil matters, we should 
not only submit to, but execute the laws of our country; 
obey all their ordinance&, and ~onn all their precept&; 
be faithful to the eoll8titution of the realm, and loy&! to 
our king; true soldiers in the defence of our liberty, and 
of his croWn and dignity.• In morality, it requires of us. 
not onlr that we should not err, by injuring, betraying, 
or deeetving, but that we should do good in every capa­
city in that st.ation of life wherein kind Providence hae 
placed us.• . , · 

By such metes let the Mason be proved, and testify 
that hi~ emblematie&l jewels are ensigns only of the 
inward man ; thence be will stand appro'Ved before Hea-­
ven and before men, purchasing honour to his profMiion 
and felicity tQ the profesaor.' 

1 This is a OOVlplete refutation of the opinion of Pivati. who • .,... 
reel (a.ooordi.Dtf to Laurie, for I have not seen bia book) that Free­
maaonry wu mstituted by Oliver Cromwell, for republioan \»~; 
that the level was a symbol of political equality; that ita chief delip 
was to build a temple to Liberty; to extirpate monarchy, aDc1. 
introduce in its artead a pure democraoy.-Enrroa. 

' Appenctiz, F. ' Appendiz, G. 
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LECTURE VII. 

TBB TEMPLE AT J'ERUSALBM. 

TBB first worshi.ppers of the God of N'ature in the east, 
represente4 the Deity by the figures of the sun and IJlOOn, 
from the influence of those heavenly bodies on the earth; 
professing that the universe was the temple in which 
the Divinity was at all times and .in all places present. 

They adopted those, with other symbols, as a cautious 
mode of preserving or expl&ining divine knowledge. But 
we perceive the danger arising-from thence to r~ligion; 
for tne eye of the ignorant, the bigot, and enthusiast, 
cast up towards these objects, without the light of un­
derstanding, introduced the worship of images ; and, at 
length, th.e idols of Osiris and Isis became the gods of the 
Egyptians, 1 without conveying to their devotees the least 
idea of their great Archetype. Other nations (who had 
expressed the attributes of the Deity by outward objects, 
or who had introduced images into the sacred places as 
ornaments, or rather to assist the memory, claim devout 
attention, and warm the affections) ran into the same 
error, and idols multiplied upon the face of the earth. 

Amongt the ancients, the vulgar worshippers of idols 
throughout the world had at last entirely lost the remem­
brance of the original, of whose attributes their images 
were at ~t merely syJDbols; and the second darkness 

1 "It would occupy too much of our time," sara Spineto, "to 
give the wbole aooount of them both; . of their explo1ts; of the bene­
Ita they conferred upon Egypt ; of the pel'II6Cution and murder of 
Ol!iria by Typhon. and the anxiety and lBbours undergone by Iaia to 
oolleot bia BO&ttered limbs,· and to have them buried. This foolish 
story, which in p1000u of time became a legend, was, in the begin­
ning, without the least doubt, a regular fable, recording one of the 
peatsat truth• transmitted and preserved by tradition amongst man­
kind, of the sad event of the fall of DUUL, and of the destruotion of the 
world by the delup. "-EDrroL · 
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in religion was niore tremendous than the fint, u it wu 
strengthened by prepo118ession, custom, bigotry, and 
superstition. 

Moses had acquired the learning of the Egyptians, 
and derived the Cloctrines of truth from the nghteooa 
ones of the nations of the EMt ;. he being also led by 
divine influence, and thence--truly comprehending the 
light from out the darkness-taught the people of Israel 
the worship of the true God, without tlte enigmas and 
pollutions of the idolatrous nations which surrounded 
them. . 

This was the second era of the worship of the God of 
Nature; and at this period the second stage of Masonry 
arises. · 

·The Ruler of the Jews, perceiving how prone the 
minds of ignorant men were to be perverted py show 
and ceremony; and that the eye, being caught by pomp 
and solemn rites, debauched the judgment, and led the 
heart astray; and being· convinced that the magnificent 
festivals, proce8sions, sacrifices, and ceremonials of the 
idolatrous nations, impressed the minds of mankind with 
a wild degree of reverence and enthusiastic devotion, 
thought it expedient, for the service of the God of Israel, 
to institute holy offices, though in an humbler and lea 
ostentatious mode; well judging that the service and 
adoration of the Deity, which W&ll only clothed in aim­
£licity of manners and h.umble prayer, must be established 
m the conviction of the heart of man, with which igno­
rance was ever waging war. 

In succeeding ages, Solomon built a Temple for the 
service oi God, and ordained its rites and ceremonies to 
be performed with a splendour equal to the most extra­
vagant pomp of the idolators. 

As this Temple1 received the secOnd race of the ser­
vants of the true God, and as the true craftsmen were 
here proved in their work, we will crave your attention 
to the circumstances which are to be gathered from Holy 

• " 'fhe east ga~ shall be ahut, it shall not be opened, &Dd no 1llllll 
shall enter in by it; because the Lord, the GOd ef Israel. hath 
ent ... red in by it, therefore it shall be ehut. It is for the prince: dJe 
prir·<:le eball sit in it to eat bread before the Lord. Then brought he 
me ~y the way of the north gatt1 before the houae." (Eselr:. m .• 
2~ I 
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Writ, and from historians, touehi.DR this structure, as an 
illustration of those secreta in :M:aaonry, which may 
appear, to auch of our brethren u are not learned in 
antiquity, dark or insignificant, unleu they are proved 
from thenee. 

In the first book of Kings, we are told that " Hiram, 
King. of Tyre, sent his servants unto Solomon : and SolOJ 
mon sent to Hiram, saying, Behold I intend to build an 
house unto the name of the Lord my God. And Solomon· 
raised a levy out of all Israel, and the levy was thirty 
thousand men. And he sent them to Lebanon, ten thou­
sand a month, by courses; a month they were in Leba-
non, and two months at home; and Adoniram was ove1 ~ 
the levy. And SolomQn had threescore and ten thousand 
that bare burdens, and fourscore thouaand hewers in the 
mouu.ta.ins, besides the chief of Solomon's officers which 
were over the work, three thousand and three hundred, 
which ruled over the people which wrought in the work 
And the king commanded, and they brought great stones, 
costly stones, and hewed ston.es,. to lay the foundation Ol 
the house. And Solomon's builders and Hiram's builder• 
did hew them, and the stone-squarer& or gibilites. In the. 
fourth year was the foundation of the house laid, and in 
the eleventh year was the house finished throughout all 
the parts thereof, and according to all the fashion of it 
And King Solomon sent and fetched Hiram out of Tyre. 
He was a widow's son of the tribe of Naphtali, and his 
father was a man of Tyre, a worker in brass. · He cast 
two pillars of brass, with two chapiters which were of 
lily-work, and he set up the pillars in the porch of the 
Temple. And he set up the right pillar, and he called 
the name thereof Ja.ehin; and he set up the left pillar, 
and called it Boa.z." 5 In the second boolt of Chronicles, 
we read that "he set three hundred and ten thousand of 
them to be bearers of burdens, and fourscore thousand 
to be hewers in the mountainsF and three thouaand and 
six hun~ed overseem to set the people to work. And 

• In M. Clavells Pictureaque M81101llY, he informs us that in the 
dome of W ortzberg, in front of the entrance to the ohamber of the 
dead, we see on one side, on the chapiter of a oolnmn, the mysterious 
inscription Jachin; and at the other side, the word Boaz, on the 
abaft of a pillar, And the figure of Chiist, which occupies the top of 
the portal of the church of St. Denis, has his hand placed in a posi­
tion well known to all existing Freemaeons.-EDITOJL 
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. Solomon aeot to Hiram, King of Tyre, to send him a 
mao cunning to work in gold and in lilver, in bra.., iD 
iron, in purple, in crimeon, 111d in blue, and skilful iD 
engravings. And Hiram eent unto him a cnnnin" man, 
endowed with the understanding of Hiram his tber. 
And he made the veil of the Temple of blue, purple, 
crimson, and fine linen. And he made before the houe 
two pillars, • and called the name of that on the righl 
hand Jachin, and that on the left Boaz."5 

When this splendid structure was finished, " Solomon 
atood before the altar of the Lord, in the preaence of all 
the congregation of Israel, and spread forth his hands and 

• said, 0 Lord God {)f Iarael, there is no God like thee in 
the heaven and in the earth : 0 Lord my God, hearken 
unto the cry and the prayer which thy eervant prayeih 
before thee: 0 Lord God, turn not away the face of thy 
anointed." . 

In the conduct of this great work, we muat admire 
the sagacity of this pious architect; he diecerned the 
nece.ssity there waa to aearign to portions of his people, 

• The~~e pillart! were not set up Cor worship, but for ornament and 
oommemoraaon; beoall86 the adoration of such obelisks wu au abo­
mination upressly forbidden in the Mosaic law. "Ye shall not place 
in your land a stone to be looked on in the way of adoration." (Levit. 
xxvi., 1.)-EDITOR. ' 

• The raising pillara and obelisks was a. custom of the eastem 
~tiona, and of Egypt in particlllar; the aae of which, we &1'8 told, 
waa to record the extent of dominioa, aud the tributes of natioos IIUbo 
ject to the Egyptian empire, &o., or in commemoration of memorable 
events. Diodorus tells us, that SeBOstris aignali.sed his reign by the 
erection of two obeliskll, which were out with a design to acquaim 
posterity of the extent of liia power, and the number of natiooa he 
had conquered. Augustus, aooording to the report of Pliny, traDI!­
ported one of these obelisks to Rome, and placed it in the Camp• 
Marti us. Pliny says, the Egyptians were the first devisers of tmeh 
monuments, and that ?tlesirea, King of Heliopolia, erected the first. 
Mart~ham and others attribute the invention to s-tria. •rhe obe&P 
of Sbaune~~~~es exceeded all that had preceded it: Cona&aatine. ud 
Constana, his son, oalll!ed it to be removt>d to Rome, where it remaiu 
the nobrest piece of Egyptian antiquity existing in the world. ~ 
mon hod pursued this custom in erecting his pillars in the porch of 
the Temple, which he designed should be a memorial to the J~ws u 
they entered the holy place, to warm their minds with confidence aud 
faith ; by this record of the promi~*>s made by the Lord unto his 
father David, and which were repeated unto him in a vision, in which 
the voice of God proclaimed (1 Kings ix., 5,) "I will establish the 
throne of thy kingdom upon Israel fur ever." 
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the particular labour they were to pursue; he gave them 
particular signs and secret tokens, 1 by which each rank 
should be distinguished, ~ order that the whole might 
proceed with propriety, and without confusion; ·he 
selected those Of most enlightened minds and compre 
hensive understandings, religious men, piously zealous in 
good werks, as masters to superintend the workmen; 
men skilful in .geometry and proportions, who had been 
initiate~ and proved in the mystical learning of the 
ancient sages; those be made overseers of the work: 
the whole was conducted with that degree of holy rever·· 
ence, that even the noise of a tool or instnunent was not 
permitted to disturb the sacred silence on Moriah; sancti­
fied by the presence of the Almighty, and by his miracu­
lous works. Wu it not reasonable, then, to conceive 
under this e~lted degree of pious attention, that no part 
of the structpre was to be formed, but by men of pure 
hands and holy mind, who had professed thelll8elves 
devoted to the service of the true God, and had enrolled 
themselves under the banner of true religion and virtue. 
As the sons of Aaron alone were admitted to the holy 
oftiees, and to the sacrificial rites, so none but devotees 
were admitted to this labour. On this stage we see those 
religious who had received the truth, and the light of 
understanding 88 posseMed by the fint men, embodied u 
artificers, and engaged in this holy work as architect&. 
This, together with the construction of the Tabernacle 
under :Moses, are the first· instances of our predecessors 
being exhibited to the world 88 builders: lor, although 
it is not to be doubted, the sages amongst the Hebrews, 
Emtians, Persians, Chaldeans, Greeks, Romans, Bra­
mlDB, Druids, and Bards, understood geometry and the 
rules of pro:J?Ortion and numbers, yet we have no evi­
dence of then being the actual executors of any plan 
in architecture; 7 and yet, without question, they were 

1 Theae were meant for the better oonduot of the work, and were 
totally abetraoted from th011e other principlea wbioh were the found­
ation of our profeuion. They were manUal proofa of the part eaeh 
wu stationed to perform; the light whioh had potlll61eed the eoul. 
ud which wu the first principle, wu in no wile 1o be distinguished 
by suoh signa tiDd 1okeoe, or reYeeled, ezpreued, ~ oommunicated 
thereby. 

' Modem disooYeriee in Egypt, and other oountries have oontri­
bated to proYe that the 11101t napendou lp&Oimens of arohiteoture 

8 

1 
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the projectors and superintendents of such works ia 
every age and nation. 

Without such regulations u Solomon had devised for 
the government of his servants, without such artifieen, 
and .a superior wisdom overruling the whole, we should 
be -at a lo88 to account- for the beginning, carrying on, 
and finishing that great work in the ~ of seven yeua 
and six months, when the two succeedmg temples, though 
much inferior, employed so much more time; and when 
we have good authonty to believe that the Temple of 
Diana, at Ephesus, a structure not comparable to the 
Temple of J erus&lem, was· two hundred and twenty yean 
in building. · 

The building being conducted by a set of Religiou, 
makea it natural to conceive that, from devotion ~!fioua 
fervour, as well as emulation, those employed un­
~ing motives to prompt their diligence, and pl'e8el1'e 
harmony and order ; as their labour was :erobationary, 
and led to an advancement and superior privileges, higher 
points of knowledge, and, at the last, to that honourable 
pre-eminence, a master of the holy work. 

Solomon, himself, was· an extraordinary pert10nage, 
and his wisdom and magnificence had gained him the 
wonder and ~ttention of the neighbouring nations; but 
this splendid structure, the wonder of the earth, thus 
raised by the pioua hands of men, labouring in the wor· 
ship and service of the God of Israel, would of co~ 
quence extend his fame, and attract the admiration of the 

have been erected by all the above people. In Egypt, partiOIIlarly, 
auoh works have been found, which, m magnitude anil sublimity. 
exoeed the comprehenaion, aad excite the wonder of modem az1ilts. 
Respecting Thebes, Belzoni says, that "this most sublime of al 
ruins is in appearance a city of giants, who, after a long conffiet 
which ended in their destruction, left the ruins of their ha.bitatiolll 
behind them as a meDibrial." Browne fully confirms the atatelllfllt 
of Diodorus, which has been 80 much disputed, viz., that the hoUH 
of Thebes were four or :five stories high, and that the circuit 1f'U ni~~t 
leagues. If 80, it must have been the ~st mass of buildings eft!r 

known in the world, without exoepti.ng Baliylon. So much for ~ 
tude. And with respect to the elegance of the Egyptian detl&. 
Dcnon informs us that at Tentyra are the representations of the 
peri11tiles of temples in caryatides, which are execated in paintiDgs 
at the baths of Titus, and have bef.n copied by Raphael, and whkh 
we ooustantly ape in our room."' without suipieion that the Egyptiut 
have givt'n ua the :first models --Eili'"""R. ·. · · . 
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more outant parts of the world : his name and his arti­
ficers would oecome the wonder of mankind, and hi.a 
works their example and emulation : 8 from thence the 
masons of Solomon would be dispersed into d.itrerent 
states, to superintend the works of other princes; and 
they would, in consequence, convert infidels, initiate 
brethren in their mysteries, and extend their order over 
the distant quarters of the ~nown world. 

We find that the like distinctions were retained on 
rebuilding the Temple in the reign of Cyrus, and that the 
work was performed by the religious of the Israelites, 
and not by ordinary mechanics; for they refused to admit 
the Samaritans to a share of the work, although they 
petitioned for it under the denomination of servants of the 
same God : yet they were rejected,. as unworthy of works 
of piety, and unacceptable to the God of Israel; for, 
though they professed themselvel\ to be servants of the 
true God, they pdlluted their worship by idols. 

Josephus, in his "History of the Antiquities of the 
Jews," speaking of Solomon's going about to erect the 
temple a,t Jerusalem, gives copies of the epistles which 
passed between Solomon and Hiram, King of Tyre, on 
that matter; and which, he says, remained in his days, 
preserved in thcir books, and amongst the Tyrians also ;8 

which epistles are as follows : 

SOLOMON TO JtiNG BIRAM. 

"Know thou, that my father would have built a temple to God, 
but was hindered by wars aud continual e:rpeditions ; for be did not 
leave off to overthrow his enemies, till he made them ·a11 subject to 
tnonte. But I give thanks to God for the peaoe I at f,:re.tent enjoy; 
and, on that account. I am at leisure, aud design to build an honea to 
God : for God foretold to my father that such au house should be 
built by me ; wherefore I desire thee to send 10me of thy subjects 

1 An ancient ma10nic trQ.dition relates that our G. M. King Solomon, 
struck with the harmony preduoed by the admirable arrangements 
which had been adopted amongst the workmen, conceived the idea of 
forming an universal bond of brotherly love, which ibould unite all 
nations in the pursuits of virtue and science. For this purpose, he 
admitted to his 97atem those illustrious sages who visited Jerusalem 
from every part of the globe, and allowed them to participate in biA 
myllteries. And hence, when they retamed home, they dlftUeed 
Freema10nry over the whole face of the earth.-EDITOa. 

• Eoaebi111 Pre~t. EY&Dgel. ix. 34, has these lettere, though~ 
ly disgai8ed by Eupolemns, from whom Euebi111 had his oopies. 
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with mille to Mount Lebanon, to oat down timber; &.r tile 8jcJoniue 
are more skilful than O'IU' people in cutting of wood: aa for wages fUr 
the hewen of wood, I will pay whateoeYer price thou ahalt determine.'' 

BIBAJI TO JONG BOLOKOR. 

"There is reuon to blees God that he has oommitted thy fat.hlra 
goYemm81lt to thee, who art a wiae man, and endowed with all ft-. 
taM. Aa for myaelf. I rejoice .t the ooudidon thou art iD. 8Dd will 
be sabeervient to thee in all thou requirest; for when, by my 88lTIUIIa, 
I have cut down many and large treee of cedar and cypresa wood. I 
wiD send them to sea, and will order my l!llhjects to make iloatB of 
them, and to eail to what place soever of thy ooantry thou shal& 
delire, and leaw them there ; after which thy servants may ~ 
them to Jeruealem : but do thou take C8l'e to procure oona for thia 
timbw, which we stand in need of, becauee we inhabit an island." 

J O&e})hus, speaking of the progress of the building,• 
says, " Solomon sent for an artificer out of Tyre, wboee 
name was Hiram, by birth of the tribe of Naphtali, on 
the mother's side. This man was skilful in all sorts of 
works; but his chief skill lay in working in gold, in sil­
ver, and brass ; the one of the pillars which he set at the 
entrance of the porch, at the right hand, he called Jachin, 
and the other, at the left hand, he called Boaz." 

Solomon was wise in all the learning of the ancients: 
he was possessed of all the mystical knowledge of tbe 
eastern nations ; and, to ~rfect the same, was enlight­
ened by the immediate gift of heaven. It was also the 
mode and manners of the times, in which the Temple of 
Jerusalem was erected, to use emblematical and symboli­
cal ornaments in public edifices ; a fashion derived from 
the hieroglyphic monuments of the Egyptians, and the 
mysterious mode in which their sages concealed their 
W18dom and learning from the vulgar eye, and communi­
cated science to those oftheir own order only. 

The pillars erected at the porch of the temple were 
not only ornamental, but also carried with them an 
emblematieal import in their names.11 Boaz being, in ita 

10 Appendh, H. . 
11 .And more than this, like the Palladium of Troy, they appear to 

ban been eeeential to the well-being of the etru.oture. Thus. at the 
time when the Temple was abandonoo by Jaho-rah, he is repl'98811ted 
magojficently, as standinlr upon the akar, and oommanding the -seJ 
of destruction to strike tli.e heads or cbapiten of titese two pilJin. 
.ad the total rain. not only of the Temple, but of Jerusalem, and of 
the e:·1tire aylltem of Jewish polity, should ensue. (Amos, ix., 1.) 

I 
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literal translation, "in thee il strength;" and Jachin, 
"it shall be established ;"'which, by a very natural trans­
position, may be put thus: 0 Lord, thou are mighty, 
and thy power is established from everlasting to ever­
lasting; or otherwise ther. might imply, as Boaz was the 
great ~dfather of DaVId, the house of David shall be 
establ18hed for ever. I am justified in this latter appli­
eation, by the express words· of Nathan, the l.rophet, 
unto David, inspired by the vision of the Lor , "And, 
when thy days be fulfilled, and thou ~halt sleep with 
thy fathers, I will set up thy eeed after thee, which shall 
proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his k.ing­
aom. He shall build an house for my name, and I will 
elt&blish the throne of his kingdom for ever. ADd thine 
house and thy kingdom shail be established for ever 
before thee ; thy throne shall be established for evfJI.'' 11 

In commemoration of this ~ promile to the faithful, 
we ornament the entrance mto our lodges with these 
emblematical pillars, from our knowledge of the comple­
tion of that sacred sentence aeeompliahed in the coming 
.of our Redeemer. 

I 
Aa their deetraction wu tbu aompnhensive aad sipifioant, 10 wu 
tlaeir erection symboiWal of the ~de aod aplendour of the Jew­
ijsh nation under Solomon. And tbia refenmoe wu emboc1ied in their 
D&llles.-EDrroL 

II 2 Sua. vii., 12-16. 
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LECTURE VIII. 

ON GBOMBTRY. 

IT is now incumbent upon me to demonstrate to you. 
the great signification of the letter G, wherewith lodges 
and the medals of Masons are ornamented. 

To apply it to the name of God only, is depriving it 
of part of its maaonic import; although I have already 
shown that the symbols Used in l~es are expressive of 
the J?ivinity's being the great obJect of Maeonry, as 
Architect of the woild. · 

This significant letter denotes Geometry, which, to 
artificers, is the science by which all their labours are 
calculated and . formed ; and, to Masons, contains the 
determination, definition, and proof of the order, beauty, 
and wonderful wisdom of the power of God in his 
creation. 

Geometry is said originally to have signified nothing 
more than the art of measuring the earth, or any distancea 
or dimensionli within it; but, at present, it denotes the 
science of magnitude in general, compreheD.ding the 
doctrine and relations of whatsoever is susceptible of 
augmentation or diminution. So to geometry may be 
referred the construction not only of lines, superficies, 
and solids, but also of time, velocity, numbers, weight, 
and many other matters. 

This is a science which is said to have its rise, or, at 
least, its present rules, from the Egyptians, who by 
nature were under a necessity of using it, to remedy the 
confusion which generall7. happened in their lands by 
the overflowing of the Nile, wliich carried away yearly 
all boundaries, and effaced ·an limits of their ~ooa. 
Thus this seience, which consisted only in its fint stepe 
of the means of measuring lands, that every person might 
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have his property restored to him, wu called Geometry, 
or the art ot measuring land ; and it ia probable that the • 
draughts and schemes the Egyptians were annually com­
pelled to make, helped them to discover many excellent 
properties of thoee figures, and which speculation con­
tinually occa8ioned to be improved. 

From Egypt, geometry passed into Greece, where it 
continued to receive new improvemenU in the hands of 
Thales, Pythagoras, Archimedes, Euclid, and others. 
The elements of geometry, which were written by 
Euclid,1 testify to us the great j)erfeetion io which. this 
science was brought by the anc:nents, though much infe­
rior to modern geometry; the bounds of which, by the 
invention of fluxions, and the discovery of an infinite 
order of curves, are greatly enlarged • 

. The usefulneea of geometry extends to almost every 
ad and science; by the help of it, astronomers turn their 
observations to advantage, regulate the duration of time, 
seasons, years, cycles,· and epoehu, and measure the .. • 
distance, motions, an<l magnitude of the heavenly bodies~ 
It is by this acience that geographers determine the figure 
and m~itude of the whole earth, and delineate the 
extent and bearing. of kingdoms, provinces, oceans, har­
bours, and every place upon the globe. It is adapted to 
artificers in every branch; and from thence, as I said 
before, architects derive their measures, justnessea, and 
proportions. 

This naturally leads me to conjecture why the square 
is had by Masons 88 one of the lights of Masonry, and 
part of the furniture of the lodge.' To explain my ideas 
on that matter, I will only re~t to you the words of a 
celebrated· author, treating of the rise and progress 
of sciences. He says :-" We find nothing in ancient 
authors to direct ua to the exact order in which the fun-

1 An old MS. on M:uonry aays, " Euclid was the pupil of Abraham, 
and in hia time the riTer Nile overflowed 10 far that many of the 
dwellings of the people of Egypt were destroyed. Euolid instraolied 
them in the art of making mighty walla ud ditohes, to atop the pzo­
greu of the water; and, by geometry, measured out the l&lld, ud 
divided it into partitions, 10 tliat each man ~t aaoertain bia OWD 
property." The MS. ia inoorreotin making Euclid ootempolVy with 
Abraham; but it truly ada. that he g&Ye to M:uomy the Mme of 
Geometry.-EDITOL 

I Appendix, I. ' 
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damental principles ofmeaauring auri'acea were diacovenld. 
They pro6ably lHtgan with those surfaces which termi­
nated by right angles, and amongst these with the moat; 
aimple. It is hard, indeed, to determine which of thoae 
surface~~, which are terminated by a small number of 
right linea, are the moat aimP.le. H we were to judge 
by the number of aides, the triangle has indisputably the 
advantage ; yet I am inclined to think that the square 
was the figure which first engaged the attention . of 
geometricians. It was not till some time after this that 
they began to examine equilateral triangles, which are 
the moat regular of all triangular figures. It ia to be 
presumed that they understood that rectilinear figure 
first, to which they afterwards compared the areas of 
other polygons, as they discovered them. It was by thai 
means1lhe square became the common measure of all sur­
faces ; for, of all ages, and amongst all nations of which 
we have any knowledge, the square has always been that 

\. in planimetery which the unit is in arithmetic; for 
though in measuring rectilinear figures we are obliged 
to resolve them into triangles, yet the areas of these 
figures are always given in the square." Thence I am 
led to determine that the square was the first and origi­
nal figure in geometry, and as such was introduced to 
our lodges.1 The square waa the figure under which the 
Israelites formed their encampments in the wilderne88, 
and under which they fortified or defended the holy 
Tabernacle, aanctified with the immediate presence of the 
Divinity.' 

1 The111Juare 1fB8 the· first geometrioal figure which wu bmu~ 
iDto praotioal Wl8 by opemtiTe mB80ns. In the oollltruction of oitiea 
IUld private dwellings, camps. IUld fuinellll8a, right qles were gene­
rally Ull8d; u in tlie ark of Noah, the camp of the llll'llolllites, the 
cities of Bab;rlon and NineTeh, with the temples of Egypt IUld India, 
or tlle established form of a Muon's lodge. The square is a aymbr>l 
of -perfeoti.Oil and ha,ppinea. arising out Of morality IUld j011tice ; and, • 
with this meaaing m view, it hu been assigned to the Worshipful 
llllld&r. Pl.-oh iDformllu, that .. the ino8DI!I8 otlered at the e­
ing IIIOrifioe iD Egypt ia oompoeed of no lees thiUl Bixteen clliferea& 
ingredients; beoABe their number forms a square of a IICJ.U&re• ad ia 
the only number whioh, ha-riag all ita sides equal, makes Its perimeter 
equal to ita 111'8&; and aiBo on -t ef the rich aromatic D&ture of 
thoee i.gnlcJieota.''-EDITOB. 

• The ~uare is formed by UDiting the hypothe.._. or side IRlbtead­
ing the right !Wile of two right angled i.l!loceles triaoglea. Of trilate-
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A. we before deelared it to be our opiDion .that this 
aociety was never formed for, or of, a aet ol worldn~ 
architects or maeoDS, but ae a religious, social, &lld chan­
table establishment, and that tbe members thereof never 
were embodied or exhibited to the world u builden,6 

aave only under Moses, and at the Temple at Jerusat.m, 
where, with holy hands, they executed those works of 
pietr, as the patriarchs erected altars to the honour of the 
Divmity, for their sacrifices and religious offices t so we 
are persuaded that the adoJ?tion of seometry by Masons, 
or any emblem of that sCience, implies no more ihan 
a· reverence for such device of the mind of man as 
should demonstrate the wisdom of the Almighty in 
his works, whereby the powers of Abrax are defined, 
and the system of the starry revolutions in the heavens 
determined. 

H we should look upon the earth with its produce, the 
ocean with its tides, the coming and/assing of day, the 
starry arch of heaven, the seasons· an their changes, the 
life and death of man, as being merely accidents in the 
band of Nature, we must shut up all the pow en of judg­
ment, and yield ourselves to the darkest folly and igno­
rance. The august scene of the planetary system, the 
day and night, the seasons in their successions, the animal 
frame, the vegetation of plants, all afford us subject for 
astonishment; the greatest too mighty, but for the hand 
of a Deity, whose works they are-the least too miracu­
lous, but for the wisdom of their God. 

Then bow much ought w~ to esteem that science 
through whose powers it is given to man to discover the 
order of the heavenly bodies, their revolutions, and their 
stations, thereby resolving the operations of the Deity 
to an unerring srstem, proving the mightine88 of his 
works, and the WISdom of his decrees Y 

It is no wonder, then, that the first institutors of this 
·society, who had their eye on the revelation of the Deity, 

raJ. and quadrilateral figuree, none are admiuible into symbolical geo­
metry but thoee wbo88 respective linea and angles bear the relation 
of equality, or such integral yroportioDB 811 may be adequately 
Ufnillaed by 110me of the numenoal tei'IDII of the tetraotys.-ED. 

See the notes to lecture mt. 
• Genesis, iY., 3, 4; viii., 20; uii.., 9; uviii., 18; :uri., 7; J:Dili., 

20. Exodus :a., 24; uvii., 1 ; xu., 1. Jolhua uii., 10, 11. 
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from the earlielt ages of- the world unto the days of ita 
perfection under the miniatry of the Son of God, that 
they ehould hold that acienee hallowed amongst them, 
whereby such lights were obtained by man, in the dia­
oovery 01 the great wiadom of th& Creator in the begin--
ning. . 
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LECTURE IX. 

THB 'fdA.STBR M.&.SON;'S ORDRB. 

As WB at first proposed to investigate the three pro~es­
sive orders of Masons-Apprentices, Craftsmen, and :Mas­
tersl-by a definition and aescription of the several cir­
cumstances which attended the worshippers of the true 
God, so have we, in the former lectures, shown that, by 
the Apprentices' order, is implied the first knowledge ·of 
the God of Nature, in the earliest ages of man. Under the 
Craftsmen, we have shown the Mosaic legation and the 
building of the Jewish Temple at Jerusalem; together 
with the light which men received, for the discovery of 
divine wisdom, by geometrical solutions. We now pro­
ceed to the third stage-the most sacred and solemn 
order of Masons-the Master Mason's order. 

Under the Jewish law, the service of God became 
cloudecJ and obscured by ceremonies and rites, which 
had daily crept in upon it, through imitation of the 
nei~hbouring heathen. When tbe morals of the Jewish 
nation were corrupted, civil jurisdiction reeled upon its 
throne, innovations sapped the religious rule, and anarchy 
succeeded. No sooner was this compact loose~ed, than 

1 By the Articles of Union, "it is declared and pronounoed, that 
pure ancient M81l0nry consists of 'l'BBm: DEGREEs, and no more, 
via., tholl8 of E. A. P., the F. C., and theM. M., including the Su­
preme Order of the Holy Royal Arch.'' A&r thell8 Articles of 
Union were ratified, a new Book of Coutitutiou appeared wider tlte 
denomination of " Part Seoond." The Firat Part, oontaiDing a 
general history of M81l0nry, was promised from the pen of Bro. Wil­
iams, P. G. M. for Dorset, and he was well qualified for the task ; 
but it has not appeared. The desif was probably frustrated by his 
death. But where are the papers The Grand ~ will IUI8ly 
uot abandon a work 110 muoh wanted in the Craft. H no person bet­
ter qualified sball appear, I should not object, under the above UDo-
tion, to execute the design.-EDITOK. · 
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the strength of the Jews was . dissolved, and the heathen 
triumphed in Jerusalem. 

The gracious Divinity, perceiving the ruin which waa 
overwhelming mankind, 1n his benevolence was moved 
to redeem us. He saw that the revelation which he had 
deigned to make of his divinity, might, majesty, ani 
wisdom, to the nations of the earth, and more espeeiallf 
to the Jewish tribes, was not sufficient to preserve them 
in their duty; he weighed the frailty of mankind in the 
balance wh1ch his justice suspended, and to their imper­
fections he held out his mercy. The Egyptians Dad 
abused their learning and wisdom; the Jews h&d polluted 
God's ordinances and laws; and sin had made her ~ 
minion in the strong places of the earth. · 

Piety, which had platmed the Temple at Jerusalem, 
W'88 expunged; the reverence and adoration due to the 
Divinity was buried in the 'filth and rubbish of the world; 
persecution had dispersed the few who retained their 
obedience; and the name of the true God was al.moei 
totally lost and forgotten among men. Religion saL 
mourning in Israel, in sackcloth and ashes; and Morality 
was scattered, as it were, by the four winds of the air. 

In this situation, it might well be said, "That the 
guide to heaven was lost, and the master of the worka 
of righteousneBB was smitten." The nations had given 
themselves up to the grossest idolatry; Solomon had 
fallen, and the service or the true God was effaced from 
the memory of those who had yielded themselvea to the 
dominion of sin. · 

In order that mankind might be preserved from this 
deplorable estate of darkneSB and destruction, and as the 
old law was dead and become rottenness, a new doctrine 
and new precepts were wanting to give the key to salva­
tion, in the language of which we might touch the ear 
of an offended Deity, and bring forth hope for eternity. 
True religion was fled: "Thoae who sought her thfOU8b 
the wisdom of the aneients, were not able to raiae her; 
she eluded the grasp, &nd their polluted banda weze 
stretched forth in vain for her restoration." Thoee who 
sought her by the old law were frustrated, for "Death 
had stepved between, and Corruption defiled the em­
brace;" Sin had beset her steps, and the vices of the 
world had overwhelmed her. 



The great Father of All, commiserating the mileriea 
of the world, sent his only Son, who was innocence itself, 
to teach the doctrine of salvation; by whom man was 
raised from the death of sin unto the life of righteousness; 
from the tomb of corruption unto the eh&mbers of hope; 
from the darkness of despair to the celestial be&ms of 
faith ; and not only working for us this redemption, but 
making with us the oovenant of regeneration-whence 
we are become the children of the Divinity, and inherit­
ors of the realms of heaven. 

We Masons, describing the deplorable estate of reli-t 
gion under the Jewish law, s~ in figures. "Her tomb 
was in the rubbish and filth east forth of the Temple, and 
Acacia wove its branches over her monument·;" ,_. 
being the Greek word for innocence, or being free from 
sin; implying that the sins and corruptions _of the old 
law ana devotees of the Jewish altar had hid religion 
from those who sought her, and she was only to be found 
where innocence survived, and under the banner of the 
divine Lamb, and as to ourselves professing that we were 
to be distinguished by our Aeaey, or as true Aeaeians in 
our religious faith and tenets.2 · 

The acquisition of the doctrine of redemption is ex­
pressed in the typical character of Euramen, (H••f«,uw, 
mveni,) and by -tne applications of that name with 
Masons it is implied, that we have discovered the know­
ledge of God and his salvation, and have been redeemed 
from the death of sin and the sepulchre of pollution and 
unrighteousneas.3 Thus the Muter Mason represents a 

' Aoaoia-mm, in antiquity a roll or bag, re&:'knted on the 
medals of the Greek and·Boman emperors; some · it is only a 
bandlterohief, whioh they uaed as a signal; others take it for a Tolume 
or roll of memorandums or petitions; and others will have it to be a 
purple bag, filled with earth, to remind the prinoe of hie mortality. 
:Acaaiane {Acaoiani), in ohuroh history, the name of a seot of reli­
gioWI and profe88ed Christiane, some of whom Jllllintained that the 
Son waa ODly of a like, not the_ same aubstanoe with the Father; I!Jld 
others, that he was not only oi a distinct, but also of a dissimilar sub­
stance. Aoaoy (in Johnson's Dictionary), _a,a, Gr., innooenoe, 
or being free from sin. 

1 The Mason, adT&Doing to this state oi Masonry, prono)llloee his 
own eentenoe, as oonfeuional of the imperlection ·of the aeoond stage 
of his profession, and as probationuy of the exalted degree to which 
lie- upuea in this Greek distich, 'JitJ,ufloJo-, Struo tumulum-" I pre­
pare my eepulohre ; I make my grave in the pollutione of the earth; 
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man, under the Chriatian doctrine, saved &om the grave 
of iniquity, and raised to the faith of salvation. As the 
great testimonial that we are risen from the state of cor-­
ruption, we bear the emblem of the Holy Trinity, aa the 
insignia of our vow, and of the origin of the Master's 
order. On receiving this ensign, the Mason profeaeth 
himself in a short distich, in the Greek language, whieht 
from the rules of our Order, we are forbidden to commit 
to writing; the literal meaning of which is, "V ehementer 
cupio vitam,"--ardently I wish for life: meaning the 
everlasting life of redemption and regeneration ; an 
avowal which carries with it the most religious import, 
and must proceed from a pure faith. The ceremonies 
attending this stage of our profession are solemn and 
tremendous, during which a sacred awe is diffused over 
the mind, the soul is struck with reverence, and all the 
spiritual faculties are called forth to worship and adora-­
tlOn. Thus our Order is a positive contradiction to the 
Judaic blindness and infidelity, and testifies our faith 
concerning the resurrection of the body. 

The divine construction put upon this emblem of the 
Master's order, which he declares, is the principle by 
which he is raised from darkness; so it is also the emblem 
of moral duties professed by the Mason, and which in 
former ages were most religiously performed. Theee, 
also, are principles immediately resulting from the Chn. 
tian doctrine. The Master Mason imposes a duty on 
himself, fu11 of moral virtue and Christian charity, by 
enforcing that brotherlf love which every man should 
extend to his neighbour. 

First-That when the calamities of our brother call 
for our aid, we should not withdraw the hand that might 
sustain him from sinking; but that we should render him 
those services, which, not encumbering or injuring our 
families or fortunes, charity and religion may dictate for 
the saving of our fellow-creature. 

Second-From which putpose indolence should not 
persuade the foot to halt,. or wrath- turn our steps out of 
the way; but forgetting injuries and selfish feelings, and 

I am under the shadow of death." Thia diatich hu been n]guly 
oorrupted among ns, and an expreuion takes its plaoe eoaroel1 simi­
lar in sound, and entirel1 illoonsiatent with M:asomy, and 11D1Deuill« 
ill itself. 



reme~ring that man-was bom for the aid -of hill ge~ 
ration, and not for his own enjoyments only, but to do 
that which is good; we should be swift to have meroy, 
to save, to strengthen, and execute· benevolence. 

Third-As tae good things of thia lite are variously 
dispensed, and some are opulent whilst others are in 
distress; 'such principles also enjoin a Mason, be be ever 
so poor, to testify his good-will towards his bro'ther. 
Riches alone are not the only means of doing good; vir­
tue and benevolence are not confined to the walks of 
opulence : the rich man, from his many talents, is required 
to make extensive works under the principles of virtue; 
and yet poverty is no excuse for an omission of that 
exercise; for as the cry of innocence aseendeth up to 
heaven, as the voice of babes and sucklings reach the 
throne of God, and as the breathings of a contrite heaTt 
are heard in the regions of dominion, so a Mason's pray­
ers, devoted to the welfare of his brother, are required 
of him. 

Fourth-The fourth principle is never to injure the 
confidence of your brother, by revealing his secrets; for 
perhaps that were to rob bini of the guard which protects 
hisdroperty or life. The tongue of a Mason should be 
voi of offence, and without guile; speaking truth with 
discretion, and keeping itself within the rule of judg­
ment; maintaining a heart void of uncharitableness, 
locking up secrets, and communing in charity and love. 

Fifth-Of charity, so much is required of a Mason, in 
his gifts, as discretion shall limit : charity begins at home ; 
bat like a fruitful olive tree, planted by the side of a 
fountain, whose boughs overshoot the wall, so is charity .. 
It spreads its arms abroad from tlie strength and opulence 
of its station, and lendeth its shade for the repose and 
relief of those who are gathered under its branches. 
Charity, when given with imprudence, is no longer a 
virtue ; but, when flowing from abundance, it is glorious 
as the beams of morning, in whose beauty thousands 
rejoice. When donations, extorted by pity, are detri­
mental to a man's family, they become sacrifices to 
superstition, and, like incense to idols, are disapproved 
by Heaven. 

As Moses was commanded to pull hi• shoes from off 
his feet, on Mount Horeb, because the ground whereon 
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he trod wu l&tlctified by the preaenee of the Diviuity, 
eo the llason, who wonld prepare himeelf for this third 
st&se of Maaonry, should advance in the naked ~ oC 
truth, be divested of every degree of arrogance, and come 
aa a true Aeacian, with ste:pa of innocence, humility, and 
virtue, to challenge .the en~gns of an Order, w~oee insti­
tutions arise on the moo solemn and aaered principles of 
religion. . 
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LECTURE X. 

TUB SBOBBCY. O:J' IIA.80N8. 

IN this age, when things serious are too often received 
with laug4ter, things religious treated with contempt, 
and what is moral spurned from the doors of the polite ; 
no wonder if our intention, to prove this soeiety of reli­
gious as well 88 civil institution, should be ridiculed and 
despised. · 

It is not to be doubted many 888emblies of' Maeons 
were held before the Christian era : the first stage of 
Masonry' took it~ rise in the earliest times, was origina­
ted in the mind of Adam, descended pure through the 
antediluvian ages, was afterwards taught by Ham, and 
from him, amidst the corruptions of mankind, flowed 
unpolluted and unstained with idolatry to theEJe our 
times, by the channel of some few of the Sons of Truth, 
who remained uncontaminated with the sins of nations, 
saving to us pure and spotlesa principles, together with 
the original symbols. Those ancients, enlightened ~ith 
original truth, were dispersed through many states ; they 
were called to join the Jewish nation, and many of them 
beeame united with that people. The wise-hearted were 
employed in "he construction of the Tabernacle of Moses; 
they were embodied at the building of the Temple at 
Jeruealem, and mi8ht from thence emigrate into different 
countries, where they would superintend other religious 
works. The ceremonies now known to Masons prove 
that the testimonials and insignia of the Master's order, 
in the present state of M880nry, were devised within the 
ages of Cbristianity ; and we are confident there are not 
any records in being, in any nation, or in any language, 
which can show them to be pertinent to any other sys-
tem, or give them greater.antiquity. . 

In this country, under the Druids, the first principle& 
of our profession most 888nredly were taught and exel'" 

9 . 
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cieed: how aoon the second .tage and its ceremoniala 
were promulgated after the buildin~ of the temple at 
Jerusalem, we have no degree of evidence. As to the 
third anQ most sacred order, no doubt it was adopted 
upon the conversion of those who attended the Druidical 
worship, who had profeaed the adoration of the one 
Supreme Being, and who readily would receive the doc­
trines of a Mediator ; a system in religion which had led 
the sages of old into innumerable errors, and at last con­
founded them with idolatry. 

Under our present profession of Masonry, we aJlege 
our morality was originally deduced from the school of 
Pythagoras, and that the Basilidean system of religion 
furnished us with some tenets, principles, and hiero­
glyphics; but these, together with the Egyptian symbols 
amf Judaic monuments, are collected only as a succes­
sional series of circumstances, which the devotees of the 
Deity, in different and distant ages of the world, had 
professed; and a.re all resolved into the present system 
of Masonry, which is made perfect in the doctrine of 
Christianity: from these united members gaining alone 
that evidence of antiquity, which shows that we are 
descendants of t~e first worshippers of the Deity. 

That there were builders of cities, towers, temples, 
and fortifications, from the earliest ages, is indisputable ; 
but that the artificers were formed into bodies, ruled by 
their own proper laws, and knowing mysteries and 
secrets which were kept from the world, we are greatly 
doubtful :1 for so plain, easy, and intelligible is the me-

1 On this point, I am rel110tantl;r obliged to ditrer from our talented 
Brother. The Operative Craft, In those days. adopted every secret 
measure, even holding their lodges in the crypts of cathedrala and 
churches, to prevent the great principles of their science, by which 
their reputation waa II8C1ll'lld and maintained, from being publicly 
known. Even the workmen, the E. A. P., the F. C., were unac-
9uainted with the BeCret and refined mechanism which cemented, and 
lDlparted the treasures of Wisdom to the expert Masters of the art. 
They were profoundly ignorant of the wil'dom which plaJmed, the 
beauty which designed, and k011w only the iltrt>ngth and labour which 
eDClllted the work. The pressure and eounter pressure of compli­
cated arches waa a mystery which they never attempted to penetrate. 
They were blind instruments in the hands of intelligent Master .Ma­
IIODI!, and com.Pleted the most sublime undertakings by the e4'ect of 
mere meohamcal skill and physical power; without being able to 
comprehend the secret which produced tlJem ; without understanding 
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ebanie art of building, that it is oompreheninble to any 
capacity, and needed not to be wrapped up in myatie 
rulea ; neither was there any oceaaion for tne artificer~ 
to go about as oonjuren, professing a seienee unrevealed 
to the world. 

Man would be taught building by the animals daily 
under his observation : the f~x, the rabbit, and many 
other creatures, form themselves eaves ; the beaver is an 
architect in wood, and builds hovels and sheds ; the 
birds, at a season for their incr~ase, prepare their nests 
for the protection of their young; the bee labours in 
oonstructin~ cities and storehouses; the ants are clois­
tered in their little mount, perforated with labyrinths, 
where their ·provender and progeny are secured. AU 
these would instruct men in building; so that whilst our 
race were reaping the first rudiments of knowledge from 
the book of Nature, after the darkness which had over­
whelmed them in their disobedience, this could remain 
no secret. 

Beaides, if we should be esteemed merely the succes­
sors of mechanics, and, as su~h, should take our grand 
progress from the building of the Temple at Jerusalem, we 
shall find, that Hiram, who was sent f~om Tyre to aSBist 
in that structure, had not his excellence in architecture 
only, but in molten work, and also in d7eing, as is eaid in 
Chronicles : " He was skilful to work m silver and gold, 
in brass, in iron, in stone, and timber, in purple, in fine 
linen, and in crimson ; also to grave 811 manner of 
graving." He was the subject of a state wherein the 
wonhip of idols was established. This kind of religion 
gave encouragement to, and greatly advanced the fine arts, 
as it employed statuaries, sculptors, painters, and those who 
made graven images. Solomon ornamented his Temple 
with eherubims and palm-trees, fruits and flowers ; from 
whence we do not doubt Hiram's -knowledge was in the 
business of a statuary and painter, that he made graven 
imal~: of stone and wood, and molten images in metals. 
In · gs it is said only, "that Hiram was filled with 

the nice adjustment of the memben of a building to each other, so 
necessary to accomplish a striking and rermanent eft"ect ; or without 
befn« able to enter into the science exhibtted in the oomplioated detaiJa 
which were necessary to form a bannonioua and proportionate whole.­
EDITOK. 

. I 
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wildom and undentanding, and cunning to work all 
woru in braes." As to Solomon'• part in tbia 8reai 
atructure, he beiug inclined to this mig"'hty work. of piety 
ihroogh the ordinances of Heaveu, and the promisee 
made to his father David, was truly the executor of tba& 
plan which was revealed to him from above ; he called 
forth the sages and religious men amongst his people to 
perform the work; he clused them according to their 
rank in their religioua profession; as the priests of ihe 
Temple were stationed in the solemn rites and ceremonies 
instituted there. This distinction was maintained iD 
moet religious 100ieties, but especially with the primitive 
Christians. The chosen ones Of Solomon, as a pious and 
holy duty, conducted the work. H. we regard them ae 
architects by profession, by reason of this duty, so we 
may Abel, Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Moses, and David, by 
reason Of the building of their altars, which were no 
other than works of piety and devotion.1 :~!""rom thoae 
circumstances, we are bold to say, that if we trace the 
antiquity of Masonry on operative principles, and derive 
such principles from the liuilding of Solomon's Temple, 
we may as well claim all the professions whieh Hii'Uil 
excelled in : but we will leave this speculation for more 
material subjects. 

Soae masters of designs have brought their works to a 
singular justness, symmetry, and order, in Egypt ud 
Greece, in Italy and many other European states; but 
they, like proficients in painting and music, had their 
excellence from a degree of genius and taste peculiar to 
themselves. It was a singular gift, and they needed noi 
mysteries to k.eep it secret; for as men's geniU888 are u 
various as their features, so was an excellence in design 
as free from usurpation as if it had been wrapt up iD 
profound magic.4 

1 Laurie thought the Dionf8ian workmen were employed at tU 
building of Solomon's Temple. He eays, "the mysteries of Ceres 
and Baoohus were instituted about 400 years before the rejp fll 
Solomon ; ad tltere are strong reasons fur believing tltat eniD the 
auociati.on of the Dionysian architects asaisted Solomon in buildbsf 
thU mapijioent fabric which he reared to the God of Israel. "-ED. 
·~dix,K.. 
4 Willing to lay before our readers every degree of evideaee, 

whether oontrvy to, or oonsiatent with, our muima, that they -., 
Judge for themeelves, we give the following e:d:ract from a very 8011'01 
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We are persuaded there was no occasion to form such 
aeeret rules for the oompaet of operative Masons. Solo­
mon, for the conduct of such a multitude, wisely pre­
aerved the order of the religious, and the mysteries of 
their initiation, for the rule of his people employed in 
the Temple. .Assuredly, the secrea revealed to us were 
for other UBe8 than what relate to labouririg up m&llle8 
of stone; and our aoeiety, u it now stands, is an 8880-

ciation on reli~ous and charitable principles; which 
principles were instituted, and arose, upon the knowledge 
of God, and in the Christian revelation. 

Soon after Christianity became the established religion 
of this country, the professors of it employed themselvea 
in founding religious houses, and in ·the building of 
placea of public worship. On any reform of religion, it 
IS observable the first profe880n are inclinable to enthu­
aiasm.. Such was the case·in this land on the advance­
ment of the Christian doctrine ; a fervour for endowments 
infatuated the minds of the converted; certain days were 
assigned for the purpose of attending to religious works 
and edifices, called !:rwerk-days ; on which no man, 
of what profession, or estate soever, was exempt 
from attending that duty. Besides, there were a set of 
men called haly-werk-folk,5 to whom were assigned cer-

book :-"The holy war gave the Cbri!tians, who had been there, an 
idea of the Saracen worb, which were afterwards imitated by them 
in the west. and they refined upon it evety day u they proceeded in 
building churches. The Italians (among whom were eome Greek 
~),and with them the Frencb, Germans, and Flemings, joined 
into a tra~ty, p1'001Jred papal balls for their enoomagement, and 
pardoular privileges; they styled theDJielT.es 1'reemuou, and ranged 
from nation to nation, aa they found churches to be bailt (for YerJ 
many, in th0118 days, were everywhere in building) throup the })iety 
of multitudes; their government was ~; and, where they fixed 
near a building, they made a camp of bffis, a 81Jl"'feyor, governor-in­
chief; and every tentll man wu called a warden, and overlooked 
-.oh Dine. The gentlemen of the neighbourhood. either out of 
charity, or commutation of peDIIIloe, ga.,e the materiala aDd carriage, 
Uld henoe were called Aooepted Masons. It is admirable with wliat 
economy, and how aoon they erected aooh oonaiderable lltruoturea." 
(From a book of .Arobiteotare bv Hr. Bion, of Canterbury.) 

1 "De Hennitorio Finohaleufa Ranolphas Dei gratia DaDelmenlia 
Epi.oopaa oamibu homim"bww aoia Frecis et ADglia de baly were 
folo ll&lotem," &o. Many other graat. are in the ulthor'a poeaeulon, 
of tbia Jdacl. Ralph Flambud wee OOIIIIeCinded Bialaop of Darha 
in 1009. 
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tain lands, which they held by the service of repairing, 
defending, or building churche11 and sepulchres ; for 
which pious labours they were exempt from all feodal 
and military services. These men, being stone-cutten 
and. builders, might also be of our profession, and moat 
probably they were selected from thence, the two being 
m no Wl&e incompatible with each other. The County 
of Durham 8 entertained a particula.r set of th011e haly­
werk-folk, who were guardS of the patrimony and holy 
sepulchre of St. Cuthbert. Those men come the nearest 
to a similitude of Solomon's Masons, and the title of 
Free and Accepted Masons, of any degree of architects 
we hav:e gained any knowledge of: but whether their 
initiation was attended with peculia.r ceremonies, or by 
what laws they were regulated, we have not been able 
to discover ; and must lament, that in the church recorda 
of Durham, or in any :public office there, there are not 
the least remains of eVIdence touching those people and 
the constitution of their society. It was a matter to be 
coveted by us studying this subject, as most probably 
such constitution or evidence would have eonfimied every 
hypothesis we have raised on the definition of our em­
blems and mysteries. 

The emblems used by these people very much resem­
bled the emblems of our society, several tokens of which 
have been found of late years in pulling down old ruined 
monasteries. It is much to be wished that those noble­
men, &c., in whose poMession ancient abbeys stand, 
would, on all occasions of pulling down or re)?airing, give 
instructions to their workmen to preserve, With care, any 
antique ma.rks, characters, or emblems, they may find. 
There a.re double walls, or hollow pillars, in which such 
things were deposited. Few men will be at the expense 
of digging to the foundations of such buildings, where 
valuable ma.rks and curious inscriptions would be fo~ 
on the foundation, or what was called the angle-etone, 
which fonned 8 ppfect cube.' This was 8 very ancient 

• Hist. DuneJm. apud W arioui Aug. Su. 
7 At the buildDa,r:of Solomon's Temple, every F. C., or at least every 

F C.'s lodge, unooubtedly had a partioular mark, and was therefore 
a lfarlt-Jilll80n, or· rather a Mark-man. The Mark-master was a 
araae. or ))elbaps two, higher; for he had puaed the chair or his 
fodge. The Masten and Wardens of F. C.'s lodges used the mart, 
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custom: the unbelieving Jews aceused our Saviour of 
having stolen the mystic word, the Tetragrammaton,• 
or Urim and Thummim, from the foundation of the Tem· 
pie at Jerusalem, which, they said, he carried concealed 
about him, whereby he wu enabled to work his miracles.' 

Soon after the progrees of Christianity in England, all 
Europe was inftamed with the cry and madneBB of an 
enthusiastic monk., who prompted the zealots in religion 
to the Holy War; in which, for the purpose of recovering 
the Holy .City and Judea out of the hands of infidels, 
armed legions of saints, devotees, and enthusiasts, in tens 
of thoUB&Dds, poured forth from ev~ry state of Europe, 
to waste their blood and treuure in & purpose as barren 
aad unprofitable eas impolitic. · 

It was deemed nece88&1J' that thoae who took up the 
ensign of the cross in this enterprise should form them­
selves into such societies as might secure them from spies 

for they were Operative Muons; but tlae lrlark-ma.sters, baTing 
ceued to be artificers, were Speculative MuoDB. Theee were the 
Masten of Master-masoDs' lod,tes, wbioh oould not have been formed 
till long after the foundations o1 the Temple had been laid. Butonee 
oonstituted, numben of approved and aooepted F. C.'s would be 
admitted into them. The same arn.ugement' was adopted amongst 
the architects and huilden of our ecclesiastical edifices, both here 
and in other countries; and hence arose the pri1'ate marks by wbich 
all wrought stones were designated.-EDITOR. · 

8 The name of the Deity has a peculiar reference in I!OIIle of the 
highest degrees of Masonry; and it is extraordinary that while' the 
vue .lmowledge of God was lost in most of the nations of the ancient 
world, there were few but retained vestiges of his D&llle. H.Ie, 
deducetl this name, in many nations, from the primitive Hebrew root, 
AL (;.,) s~ing power. Hence were derived Aloh, potentaU; 
Alah; in Synao; Al-Alah, or by contraction of the azticle AI prefixed, 
Allah, in Arabic; Ullah, in Etbiopio ; Aloh, in the South Sea isJanils, 
where C:aptain Cook found Alo Alo, the name of the supreme .00 in 
Bapaee, one of the Friendly islands, similar to the Heorew AI Alo­
him, God of go&. From the same root was doubtleas den'yed the 
Greek JD,o~. the sun; whilst their Theos (whence the Latin Deu) 
sprang from the Egyptian Tbeuth.-EDITOB.. 

• The dhine economy with respect to the establishment aDd pro­
tection of the Jewish nation was so remarkable, that every grea& 
event was oonte'mplated by the heathen with philosophical aoouraoy; 
bat they always fell into the error of attribuUDg the miracle to the 
agent or second cause, instead of the first. Tliu the 11118 of gema 
and mr.steriou amulets was adopted, as symbols of J:!rotecDon, from 
a tradition of the stones in Aaron's breast-plate, W'lthin which the 
Urim and Thmnmim was oonoealecl, aa a medium of oomanmioation 
between God and his pecple.-EDITOL 
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and treacheries, and that each might know his companieD 
and brother·labourer aa well in the dark. aa by daf· Aa 
it waa with Jeptha'a army at the paa&e8 of Jordan, 10 
&180 wu it requisite in theee expeaitiona tbat certain 
signs, signals, watch·worde, or paa.worda, ahould be 
known amongri them; for the armiea oonsiated of varioua 
nations and various languages. We 8le told, in the book 
of Judges, "that the Gileaditea took the pUsel of Jordan 
before the Ephraimitea; and it waa ao, that when tboee 
Ephraimites which were escaped said, Let me go over, 
that the mep of Gilead said unto him, Art thou an 
Ephraimite Y If he said nay, then laid they unto him, 
Say now Shibboleth ; and he aaid Sibboleth, for he could 
not frame to pronounce it right. Then they took them 
and slew them at the pasaage of Jordan." 10 

.No project or device could answer the purpoaes of the 
crusadem better than those of Masonry : the maxims and 
ceremonials attending the Master's order had been pre­
viously establiahed, and were materially necessary oo 
that expedition; for, aa the Mahomedans were also wor­
llhippel'8 of the. Deity, and as the enterprisers were..seek­
ipg a country where the Masons were, in the time of 
Solomon, called into an &880eiation, and where aome 

I 

10 The application whioh ia made of the word Sibboleth 81DOIIJ5Il 
:MaaQua. ia aa a testimony of their retaining their original •ow 1IIWI· 
fringed, and their first faith with the brotherhood UDOOl'l'llpted. And. 
to render their works and phrases more abstruse aad more o~. 
they seleoted I!UCh as, by acceptation in the Scriptures or otherwia. 
might puule the ignorant by a double implication. Thus Sibboleth, 
aboald we have adopted the Eleuainian myateriea, would IUISWe1' u 
Ul avowal of our profeeaioD, the eame implying ears of oom; bat it 
hu ita etymology or derivation from the followi.Dg oompounda in the 
Greek tonpe, as it is adopted by M880ns, vis.. z,po. Colo, and~~. 
Lapis; 110 :EI{JoAI1hw. SibbolithoD, Colo Lapidem, implies that they 
retain and keep inviolate their obligatioua. aa the Jtn'a.ramt- per 
JOflcm LGpidem. the moat obligato?' oath held amollglt the heatheDJ!. 
"The name Lapis, or, aa others wnte, Lapideus, wu giTea to Ju_P,iter 
by the Bomaoa, who oonoeived that Jvramentvm per JO'tJml Lapfdva. 
8D oath b:r Jupiter Lapis, W8l the most obligatory oath ; and it is 
derived either from the stooe which wu prea.ted to Saturn by his 
wife Ope, who eaid that it waa Jupiter, in wbiob eense Eusebius •11 
that· La_pie re~ed in Crete : or from /,QJpi(k Mlice, the flint atoM. 
whioh, m ma.ltiD« bargains. the swearer 'held in his baad, and said, 
'H kno1fin«ly I cfeoeive, 110 le~ Diespeter, saving the city and capital. 
out me away from all t:hM ia good. as I cast away this stone.' Wher&­
upon be threw the atone away." 
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remains would certainly be found. of the mylteriee uul 
wisdom of the ancients and of our predeoeaeon, such 
degrees of :Maeonry as extended only to the acknow­
ledgment of their being servants of the God of Nature, 
would not have diatin.guiahed them from thoee they had 
to encounter, had they not 81Sumed the symbols of the 
Christian faith. 

All the learning of E~ope, in thoee times, u in the 
ages of antiquity, was po88888ed by the religious; ther 
had acquired the wisdom of the ancients, and the on­
ginal knowledge, which was in the be~, and now 
11, the truth; many .of them had been mitiated into the 
mysteries of Masonry; they were the projectors of this 
enterprise; and, as Solomon, in the building of the Tem­
ple, introduced orders and regulations for the conduct of 
the work, which his wisdom had been enriched with 
from the learning of the ~es of antiquity, 80 that no 
confusion should happen dunng its progress, and 80 that 
the rank and office of each fellow-labourer might be 
diatiogui&hed and ascertained beyond the poesibility of 
deceit; in like manner the priests, :projecting the cru­
sades, being fol8888ed of the myatenea. of Masonry, the 
knowledge o the ancients, and of the univenallanguage 
which survived the confusion of Shinar, revived the 
orders and regulations of. Solomon, and initiated the 
legions therein who followed them to the Holy Land: 
hence that secrecy which attended the crusaders. 

Among other evidence which authorises us in the con­
jecture that Masons went to the Holy Ware, is the doc­
trine of that order of Masons called the higher order: we 
are induced to believe that order was of Scottish e.xtrac­
tion; separate nations might be distinguished by some 
separate order, as they were by singular ensigns: but, be 
that as it may, it fully proves to us that Masons were 
crusaders. 

As the intention of this lecture was not only to spe­
culate on the ancient secrecy among :Masons, but &lao 
to treat of the aecrecy of Masons in this !lge, we must 
therefore tum our thoughts to tbe importance sooreey is 
now of amongst us, when there are no holy wars to~' 
and nothing but charity and brotherly love to chenah 
!UD.ong Masons. · · · 

Thia institution, which was first founded in the myate-
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riea of reli~on, as we have before rehearaed to you, is 
now maintained by U8 on the principles of lending mutual 
aid and COWIOlation to each other. How should we be 
able to discern the brethren of this family but through 
such tokens as should point them out from other men! 
Language is now pro'rineial, and the dialects of different 
nations would not be comprehensible .to men ·ignorant 
and unlettered. Hence it became necessary to uae an 
expression which should be cognizable by people of all 
nations. So it is with :Masons; they are poseeseed of 
that universal expression, and of such remains of the 
original language, that they can communicate their his­
tory, their wan~s, and prayers, to every brother Mason 
throughout the globe: 11 from whence, it is certain, tha' 
multitudes of lives had been saved in foreign countries, 
when shipwreck and· misery have overwhelmed them; 
when roboers had pillaged; when siekne., want, and 
misery, bad brou~t them even to the brink of the grave, 
the discovery of Masonry hath saved them ; the dieeovery 
of being a brother bath staid the savage band of the eo~ 
queror, lifted in the field of battle to cut off the captive; 
hath withheld the sword, imbrued in carnage and sfaugh­
ter, and aubdued the insolence of triumph, to pay homage 
to the Craft. 

The importance of secrecy with us is such, that we 
may not be deceived in the dispensing of our charities; 
that we may not be betmyed in the tendemeee of our 
benevolence, or that other& usurp the portion which ia 
prepared for those of our own family. 

To betray the wateh-word, which should keep the 
enemy from the walls of our citadel, in order to open 
our strongholds to robbers and deceivers, is as great a 
moral crimetJ as to show the common thief the weak.oeeae~ 

11 " Is it not within the reach of every oneis calculation," •1' 
Caloott, "that there is a meeniDg in many acta Uld gestures; aDd 
that Nature baa endowed mankind with particular motion• to upre~~ 
the various intentions of the mind. We all understand weepm,. 
laughing, shruas, frowtt., &c., u forming a species of univenll 
~· Applioatl.one are many times made, ana a kind of diaJogae 
mamtained only by casta of the eye, and motione of the ad~ 
muolsl. We read even of feet tbat apeak (ProT. Yi., 13), and ol 
a philoeopher (Senue Empirioua) who IID8Wered an argument ool7 
by f9tl:ing up and ~·"-EDITOB. 

1 Profeaor Robison, amongst a great deal of truh which be 
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and aecret p aces 'of our neighbours' dwelling-houaes, 
that he may pillage their goods; nay, it is still greater, 
for it is like aiding the aaorilegioua robber to 1'8D8&Ck the 
holy plaoea, and steal the B&Cred vessels and consecrated 
elements, devoted to the most 8&CJ'ed rites of religion. 
It is snatching from the divine hand of charity the balm 
which ehe holds forth to heal the distre88el of her child­
ren; the cordial -cup of con10lation which abe oft"ere to 
the lip of calamity, and the sustenance her fainting 
infants should receive from the boBOm of her celestial 
love. 

As this, then, is the importance of the Mason's secrecy, 
wherefore should the world wonder that the most profli­
gate tongue that ever had expret!8ion hath not revealed 
it? The sport is too criminal to afford delight even to 
the wiekedest of mankind; for it must be wantonne88 
only which could induce any man to divulge it, as no 
profit could arise therefrom, nor selfish view be gratified. 
It was mentioned by divine lips as a crime not in nature: 
"What man is there of you, who, if his son ask for bread, 
will give him a stone; or, if he ask a fish, will give him 
a serpent?" Then, can there bt. a man eo iniquitous 
among Masons, as to guide the thief to steal from a sick 
brother the medicine which should restore hie healthY 
the balsam which should close his wounds Y the clothing 
which should shield his trembling limbs from the severity 

oollected or invented as evidence against Freem11110my, presents his 
readen with the followinp; improbable story, which he pretends to 
have quoted from a French wnter. "A candidate for reception into 
one of the highest orden, after having heard many threatening& 
denollJlC6d against all who should betray the secrets of the Order, 
wu oondaoted to a place where he saw the dead bodies of several 
who were said to have suffered for their treachery. He then saw his 
own brother bound hand and foot, beseechin~ them to have mercy on 
him. He was informed that his brother haVIng betl'llyed the eecrets, 
was to be punished by death, and he (the candidate) was to be the 
instrument of their vengeanoe, as a trial of his fortitude and seal. 
He was told, however, that as the sight of his brother might cause 
some degree of compunction, a bandage must be placed over his 
e;res. Beiug hoodwinked, a dagger was placed in his right hand, and 
his left being laid on the heart of his brother, he was told to strike 
home. He did 110-the blood spouted from the wound-the bandage 
was removed-end be foUBd that be had only &tabbed a lamb."­
&l>ITOB. 

\ 
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of the winterY the drink which 8houlA moisten bia faiU. 
ing lip 't the bread whieh should uve his 80Ul alive t 

Sudl ia the importanee of our 88Crecy: were there no 
other ties on our af'ecti~ or oonaeiencee than merely 
the 181U18 of injury we should do to the poor and t1ae 
wretched, by a tratwgreesion of tbia rule, we are per­
BUaded it would be sufficient to lock up the tougue of 
every man who profeueth himself to be a llaaon. 



LECTURE XI. 

ON CIIA.Bl'.l'Y • . 

As Charity is one of the principal charactenstica of e 
Kason, we will treat of it m this lecture. , We do not 
mean to make strietures on that modem error of indis­
criminately dispensing alms to all supplicants, withollt 
regard to their real wants or real menta; whereby the 
h~crite ~d knave often eat the bread which virtue in 
distress ought to be relieved by. This is a mistaken 
eharaeter of Charity, in which she is too often abused. 
Though the bounties of benevolence and compassion are 
given with a righteous wish, yet they should be ruled by 
discretion. 

The ancients used to depict the virtue Charity in the 
character of a godde88, seated in a chair of ivory, with a 
golden tire upon her head, set with precious stones : her 
vesture, like the light of Heaven, represented universal 
benevolence; her throne was unpolluted and unspotted 
by passions and prejudices ; and the gems of her fillet 
represented the inestimable ble88ings which flowed vari­
ously from her bounty. 

They also represented the charities, otherwise called 
the Graces, under three personages: one of these was 
painted with her back towards us, and her face forward, 
as proceeding from us ; and the other two with their 
faces towards us to denote that, for one benefit done, we 
should reeeive double thanks : they were painted naked, 
to intimate that good offices should be done without 
dissembling and hypocrisy: they were representedloung, 
to lignify that the remembrance of benefits ehoul never 
wu old : and also laughing, to tell us that we should 
do good to others with cheerlu.lne88 and alacrity. They 
were represented linked together, arm in arm, to instruct 
us that one kindneu should prompt another ; so that the 
knot and baDd of love ahould be indissoluble. The poets 
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tell us, that they ueed to wash themeetves in the fount.in 
Acidalius, because benefits, gifts. and good turns, oUBh~ 
to be sincere and pure, and not base and counterfeit. 

Charity, in the works of moralists, is defined to be the 
love of our brethren, or a kind of brotherly atreetion ooe 
towards another. The rule and standard that this habit 
is to be examined and regulated by, among Christians, is 
the love we bear to ourselves, or that the .Mediator bore 
towards us; that is, it must be unfeigned, constant, and 
out of no other design than man's happiness. 

Such are the general sentiments which the ancients 
entertained of this virtue, and what the modern moralistl 
and Christians define it to be at this day. 

In what character Charity should be reeeived among 
Masons, is now our purpose to define, as it stands limited 
to our own soeiety.1 

Being so limited, we are not subject to be imposed on 
by false pretences ; and are certain of its proper and 
merited administration. It is hence to be hoped, this 
Charity . subsis14 with us without dissembling or h~ 
crisy, and is retained in sincerity and truth: that berienta 
received impress a lively degree of gratitude and affection 
on the minds of Mll.'lons, as their bounties are bestowed 
with cheelfulness, and without the frozen finger of reluc-­
tance: the benevolence of our society is so mutual and 
brotherly, that (!&Ch renders good offices as readily as he 
would receive them.2 

1 The principles whioh alone should attend a candidate for initiatioa 
to our aooiety are pathetically repl'886nted in the following ~· 
" Lord, who 8hall abide in thy Tahemaol.e 1 who shall dwell m day 
holy hill1 He that walketh uprightly and worlr.eth rightooUIIIIeSI, 
and speo.keth the truth in his heart. He that backbiteth not with his 
ton~e, nor doeth evil to his neighbour; nor taketh up a reproach 
ag&~nst Ida neighbour. In .whose eyea a vile penon is oontemned; 
but he honoureth them that fear the Lord : he that sweanth to his 
own hurt and changeth not. He that puttcth not out hia money to 
usury, nor taketh reward against the innocent.-He that doeth thele 
things shall never bo moved." (P11. xv., 1-5.) 

1 "The misplacing of a benefit is worse than the not reoeiYiug ol 
it; for the one is another man's fault, but the other is miae. Tbe 
error of the giver does oft times excuse the ingratitude of the recei1'81'; 
for a favour ill placed is rather a profusion than a benefit. It is the 
most shanteful of lossea, an inconsiderate bounty. I will choose a 
man of integri*Y, sincere, considerate, grateful, temperate. wt'll-ua­
tured, neither COYetoUI! nor sordid; and when I llave oblised a110h a 

1 
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In order to exercile this virtue, both in the character 
of M:&IODB and in common life, with propriety, and agree­
c&ble to good principles, we must forget every obligation 
but aft"eetion ; for otherwise it were to confound Charity 
with duty. The feelings of the heart ought to direct the 
hand of Charity. To this purpose we should be divested 
of every idea of superiority, and estimate ou1'8elves as 
being of equality, the same rank and mee of men; in this 
disposition of mind we may be susoeptible of those Ben­
timents which Charity delighteth in, to feel the woes and 
miseries of others with a genuine and true sympathy fJf 
soul : Compassion is of heavenly ~irth ; it is one of the 
first characteristics of humanity. Peculiar to our race, 
it distinguishes us from the rest of creation.• 

He whose bosom is locked up against compassion is a 

man, though not worth a groat in the world, I have ~ iny end. 
If we give only to receive, we lose the fairest objects ror our oharity: 
the abeent, the sick, the captive, and the needy. The rule is, we are 
t.o give as we would receive-cheerfully, quicldy, and without hesita­
tion : for there is no grace in a benefit that sticks to the fingers. A 
benefit Bhonld be made acceptable by all possible mean" even to the 
end that the receiver, who is never to forget it, may bear it in his 
mind with satisfaCtion. It is not the value of the present, but the 
benevolence of the mind, that we are to oonsider : that which is given 
with pride and ostentation is rather an ambition than a bounty." 
(Seneca. Of Benefits.) 

1 "Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angela, and 
have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling 
cymbal. And though I have the ~lift of profheoy, and understand all 
mysteries, and all knowledge ; and though have all faith, so that I 
oould remove mootaina, and have not charity, I am nothing. And 
though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my 
body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. 
Charity lllrlfereth long, and is kind ; charity envieth not ; charity 
ftUilteth not itaelf, is not puffed up. Doth not behave itself unseemly, 
.eketh not her own, is not eBBily provoked, thinketh no evil. Re­
joiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth. Beareth all th~, 
believeth all things, liopeth aU things, endureth all things. Chanty 
never t\Weth; but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail ; 
whether there be tongues, they shall cease ; whether there be know­
Jedge, it ahall vanish away. For we know in part, and we prophesy 
in part. But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is 
in part shall be done away. When I was a child, I spake as a child, 
I understood as a child, I thought as a child ; but when I became a 
man, I put away childish things. Far now we see through a glass, 
darkly ; but then face to face ; now I know in part; but then I shall 
know even B8 also I am known. And now abideth faith, hope, ohari., 
these three; but the greatest of these is charity." ( 1 Cor. xiii.) 
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bwbarian ; his manners are brutal, his mind gloomy ml 
morose, and his pusiou as savage aa the beutB of the 
forest. 

What kind of man is he who, full of optV.enee, aud iD 
whose hand abundance overflows, can look on virtue in 
distress, and merit in misery~ witbout/ity Y Who could 
behold, without tean, the desolate an forlorn estate of 
the widow, who in early life; bro~ht up in the boaom 
of a tender mother, without knowmg care, and without 
tasting of necessity, was not . befitted for adversity; 
whose soul is pure as i.Jmocence, &Jld full of honour; 
whose mind had been brightened by erudition under an 
indulgent father ; whose youth, untutored in the school 
of sorrows, had been flattered with the pr9fJPOOt of days 
of prosperity and plenty; one who, at length, by the 
cruel adversity of winds and seas, with her dying bu. 
band, is wrecked . in total destruction and beggary; 
driven, by ill fortune, from P,eace and plenty ; and, ·from 
the bed of ease, changes her lot to the dank dunghill, for 
relief of her weariness and pain ; grown meagre with 
necessity, and eick with woe; at her bosom hanging her 
famished infant, draining off the dregs of parental life 
for sustenance, bestowed from maternal love; yielding 
existence to support the babe. Hard-hearted covetou&­
neSB and proud titles, can ye behold such an object, 
dry-e7ed? Can avarice grasp t~e mite which should 
sustain such virtue? _Can -higb life lift its supercilious 
brow above such scenes· in human life; above auch 
miseries iustained by a fellow-creature Y If, perchance, 
the voioo of the unfortunate and wretched widow is 
heard in complainings, when wearied patience and relax­
ing resignation breathe a sigh, whilst modesty forbida 
her supplication, is not the groan, the sigh, more pathetic 
to your ear, you rich ones! than all the flattering peti­
tions of a cringing knave, who touches your vanity and 
tickles your follies ; extorting from your very weaknesses 
the rrostituted portion of debased charity Y Perhaps the 
fata hour is at hand whell consolation is required to close 
the last moments of this unfortunate one's life; can the 
man absorbed in pleasure roll his. chariot-wheels past the 
scene of sorrow, without compassion, and, without pity, 
see the last convulsion and tJie deadly gaze which paint 
misery upon the features of an expiring saint? If angeiB 
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weep in heaven, they weep for such ; if they know eon· 
tempt, they feel it for the wealthy, who bestow not of 
their superfluities, and linateh not from their vices what 
would gladden souls sunk in the woes of worldly adver­
sity. The eyes of cherubims view with delight the 
exercise of such benevolence as forms the character of 
the good Samaritan; saints touch their golden lyres to 
hymn humanity's fair history in the realms of bliss ; 
and approb•tion shines upon the countenance divine of 
Omnipresence, when a man is found in the exercise of 
virtue. 

'What should that human wretch be called who, with 
premeditated oruelty and avarice, devises mischief, whilst 
he is conscious of hie neighbour's honestr; whilst he sees 
him industriously, day by day, labounng with sweaty 
brow and weary limbs, toiling with cheerfulness for 
bread; on whose exerted labour an affectionate and vir­
tuous wife and healthy children, crowding his narrow 
hearth with naked feet, depend for sustenance; whilst 
he perceives him, with integrity more than human, 
taking scrupulously his own, and Wronging no man to 
satisfy his hunger or his wants; whilst he sees him, with 
fatigued sinews, lengthen out the toil of industry from 
morning to night, with unremitting ardour, singmg to 
elude repining, al}d smoothing his anxieties and pain with 
hope that he shall reward hie weariness by the overftow­
ings of his wife's cheerful heart, and with the smiles of 
hie feeding infants? What must he be who knows such 
a man, and, by his craft or avarice, extorts unjust demands, 
and brings him into beggary? What must he be who 
sees such a man de;J;lrived by fire or water of all his so.b­
stance, the habitation of the iafants lost, and nothing 
left but nakedness and tears, and, seeing this, aEords the 
sufferer no relief? Surely, in Nature, no such wretches 
do exist !-but, if such be, it is not vain presumption to 
proclaim that, like accursed Cain, they are distinguished 
as the outeasts of God's mercie8, and are left on earth to 
live a life of punishment. 

The objects of true Charity are merit and virtue in 
distress; persons who are in~pable of extricating them­
aelves from misfortunes which have overtaken them in 
old ~; industrious men, from inevitable accidents and 
acts of Providence, rushed into ruin; widows left tmr-

10 
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vivora of their husbands, by whose labour they suhliltea; 
orphans in tender yean left naked to the world. 

What are not the clai.ml!l of such on the hand ofCbariiy, 
when you compare them to the miscreants who inffli 
the doon of every dwelling with their importunities Y­
wretchee wandering from their homes, showing their cfit. 
tortions and their sores, to :{»rompt & false compaaion; 
with which ill-gotten gains, m eonceri with vagabonds, 
they revel away the houra of night, which conceala their 
iniquities and vices. . 

Charity, when misapplied, lo1!188 her titles, and, inBtead 
of being &domed with the dress of virtue, 8811umes tbe 
inaignifiC&o.ce. the bella and feathers of folly. 
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LECTURE XII. 

ON BROTIIBBL T LOVJI. 

WE will speak of brotherly love in this lecture in that 
degree which solely appertai~s to Masons. The necessity 
there is for the exertion of brotherly regard among Masons 
in the lodge is obvious to every one ; peace, regularity, 
and decorum are indispensable duties there ; all resent­
ment and remembrance of injuries should be forgotten, 
and that cordiality ought to be warm among us which 
brings with it cheerfulness and rejoicing. The true 
worsnippers of the Deity, men who he1d just notions of 
the principles of Nature in the times of barbarous igno­
rance, durst not publicly practise the one, or promulgate 
the other; but happy is our estate ib. this lettered age 
and this land of lioerty: we profess our sentiments with 
freedom, and without fear; we exercise our religious 
principles under a full toleration ; and, as social beings, 
we assemble in the lodge, to enjoy the pleasures of 
friendship, and the breathing& of true benevolence. 

After the business of the lodge is dispatched, we are 
assembled to open out the cheerfulness of our hearts 
without guile; for there are no tale-bearers, censors, or 
revilers among us :1 our lodge is sacred to silence, hence 
we may say, figuratively, "It is situate in the secret 
places, where the cock holds not his watch, where the 
voice of wailing reaches not, where brawling, as the 
intemperate wrath of women, cannot be heard." 

Without suspicion of being betrayed in our werds, or 
ensnared in the openness of our dealings, our mirth here 
is undisguised, is governed by prudence, tempered with 
love, ana clothed in charity ; thus it stands void of 
of'enee; no malicious mind warps innocent expressions 
to wicked construetions, or interprets unmeanmg jests 

I AppeDdh, o. 
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into aareasms or satires; but· as every sentiment flowa 
full of benevolence, so every ear here is attuned to the 
strain, in harmonious concord, and tastes the pleasure~ 
of festivity eo pure that they bear our reflections in tbe 
morning, without remorse. 

Peace, regularity, and decorum, which we observed 
were indispensable duties here, are not the oftBpring of 
control, or the issue of authority, but a voluntary service 
which every man brings to the lod,te. 

There are seasons, indeed, in which authority is properly 
exercised ; man is frail; the moat prudent may sometimes 
deviate. It was a maxim of the ancient philoaophen, 
"that to err is human ;"-therefore in the lodge there 
ought to be a constant governor, who should restrain 
the ·improprieties whieh may creep in among ua by any 
brother coming here after an intemperance in liquor. 

Another degree of brotherly love which should prevail 
here is, to hear the petitions of every member of thia 
society with tenderness and attention. Where there ia 
at any time a brother of our community sick or in diJ. 
treBB, the case of his calamities should come here repre­
sented by a brother who will neither deceive us, nor hold 
back any part of his merits ; and the lodge must testify 
all due regard, by receiving the petition patiently, and 
giving relief according to the deserts. 

The most material part of that brotherly love which 
should subsist among Masons is that of speaking well of 
each other to the world ; more especially it is expected 
of every member of this fraternity that he should not 
traduce his brother .. Calumny and slander are detestable 
crimes against society. Nothing can be viler than to 
traduce a man behind his back: it is like the villany of aa 
&88&8sin, who has not virtue enough to ~ve his adversary 
the means of self-defence, but, lurkmg in darknea, 
stabs him whilst he is unarmed, and unBUBpicioua of an 
enemy. . 

Of this crime, Shakspeare has given a just descrip­
tion:-

"Who steals my purse eteals traah; 
'Twas mine, 'tis his, and may be slave to thouamds; 
But he who pilfel'll from me mr «00(1 name, 
Robs me of that which not enncliee him, 
But make. me poor indeed." 
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Calumny hoe this direful conaequence, that it carries 
with it not a ~oment&ry eft"ect only, but endures for 
time uncounted. The wickedness of the world ia such 
that it ia greedy of scandal ; and when once the voice of 
def&m&tion 'baa uttered ita poison,. like a pestilence it 
ami tee and contaminates; it ~reads jealousies in families, 
division and wrath among friends, urges fathers against 
children, and brother against brother. When once the 
pernicious tale gets birth, it cannot be recalled ; and 
thence the sinner's penitence ia not capable of expiation ; 
for the evil consequences may lay dormant in the womb 
of futurity, and become an intail of sorrow on the third 
and fourth generation of him that is inJured. What 
malice and mischief, what infernal disposition, must actu­
ate the mind which is ea~ble of defaming the innocent ! 
There ia no crime of which such a wretch might not be 
the perpetrator ; against such a villain there is no armour 
for defence ; he B8B&ults the naked and unsuspicious, and, 
!ike the contagion of some horrid disease, he smites whilst 
the victim sleeps. J ustioe ia disarmed against such a 
sinner, as concealment is his safeguard, and only the eye 
of heaven discovers his iniquity. 

It is not only expected of .Masons that they should, 
with a cooaeientious soul, refrain from evil speaking. but 
also that they should apeak well of each other. 

To give a man his just and due character is 10 easy a 
duty that it is impoaaible for a benevolent mind to avoid 
it; it is a degree of common justice which honesty itself 
prompts one to. It is not enough that we refrain from 
slander; but it is required of Masons that they should 
apeak graciously and with affection, withholding nothing 
that can be uttered to a brother's praise or good name 
with truth. What a pleasure does it give the heart 
feeling benevolent dispositions, tO give praises where 
due ! There is a selfish joy in good speaking, as self­
approbation succeeds it. Besides, the breast of such a 
man feels enlarged whilst he utters the praise due to his 
neighbour ; and he experiences all the finest sensations 
of love whilst he moves others to feel for the aame 

obJT.00ht. 1 d" "ti fri "d d ed "th e neutra tspost on-- gt an reaerv -net er 
tends to good or evil ; but the man tasting brotherly love 
is warm to commend. It is an easy and cheap meant of 
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bestowing good gifta and working good works; for, by a 
just praise to industry, you recommend the industrioua 
man to those to whom he might never be known, aDd 

· thereby enlarge his credit and his trade. By a jlllt 
commendation of merit, you may open the paths of 
advancement through those whose power might never 
have been petitioned. By a proper praise of genius and 
art, you may arouse the attention of those patrons to 
whom the greatest deservings might have remained a 
secret. It is a degree of justice which every man bas 
a right to from his brother, that his virtues be not 
con~ed. · 

To shroud the imperfections of our friend, and cloak 
his infirmities, is ChrisU&n-like and charitable, collle­
quently, befitting a M880n. Even the truth should not 
be told at all times; fOI", where we _cannot approve, we 
should ~ity in silence. What pleasure or profit can 
there anse by exposing the secrets of a brother? To 
exhort him is virtuoUs ; to revile him is inhuman; and 
to set him out as an object of ridicule, is infernal. 

From hence we must necessarily determine that the 
duty of a good man leads to work out the works of 
benevolence; and his heart is touched with joy whilJt 
he acta within these precepts. Let us, therefore, be 
steadfaat and immovable in our ordinances, that we be 
proved to have a tongue of good report. 
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LECTURE XDI. 

ON THJI: OCCUPATIONS OJ' IIA.80,N8. 

IN the former lectures we have declared it to be the 
opinion that MaaoDB, in the present state of Masonry, 
were never a bodr of arehitecta.1 By the Book of 
Constitutions, published by authority, we 1100 no grand 
communication held in form, till of very late date; 
neither is there any evidence therein to ~ntradict the 
positions we have laid down. The succession therein 
described is by no means to be accepted and understood 
in a literal sense, but as a pedigree or chronological 
table of the servants of the Deity working the duties of 
righteousoe88. 

·We ground a judgment of the nature of our profe88iou 
on our ceremonials, and flatter ourselves every Muon 
will be convinced that they have not any relation. to 
building and architecture, but are emblemstieal, and 
imply moral, and spiritual, and religious tenets. It 
appears self-evident tbat the situation of the lodge and 
its several parts are copied after the Tabernacle and Tem­
ple, and are representative of the universe, implying 
that the universe is the temple h1 which the Deity is 
everywhere present ; our mode of teaching the prineil?les 
of onr profe88ion is derived from the Druids; our maxtma 
of morality from Pythagoru; our chief emblems origin­
ally from Egypt; to Basilides we owe the science of 
Abrax, and the character& of thoae emanations of the 
Deity whieh we have adopted, and which• are so nece&- . 
sary for the maintenance of a moral society. We believe 

1 Aliquando bonus Homel'l18 dormitat. Our wonhy brother hu 
overlooied that propositio11 on which the revival of Muonry wu 
founded, viz., " That tht> privileges of Muonry should no longer be 
restricted to operative muons, bllt extend to - of moue profes­
sions, provided they were re,ularly approved 1111d inlt5ated into the 
Order.-EDITO:a. 

, 
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that our present ceremonies were more generally taught, 
and more candidates were initiated therein, on the o~ 
ing of the cru.eades, than any other era, or on any other 

•known oeeaaion. 
The English historians agree, that in the reign of 

Henry the Second, and the year 1188, at an interview 
between the Kings of England and France, attended by 
the prelates and nobility of both nations, the Archbishop 
of Tyre prono.unced such a melancholy account of Sala­
dine's successes in the Holy Land, and the miseries of 
the Christians in that country, that the audience was 
greatly affected with the relation, and the two kings 
agreed to convert their whole attention to the relief of 
those adventurers. They received the cross from the 
han~ of the archbishop, resolving to go there in penon; 
and their example was followed by Philip, Count of 
Flanders, and a great number of the prelates and nobility 
there present: a plenary indulgence was published in 
the Po~'s name, for ~1 those who would make a fair 
confess1on of their sins, and engage in the crusade: the 
different nations assumed crosses of a different colour, 
and rules and orders were established for preventing riot, 
luxury, and disorder on the enterprise. 

'these were the principal·rules made for the regulation 
of the crusaders. We may conjecture, these religiou11 
campaigns befog over, that men initiated in the myste­
ries of Masonry, and engaged and enrolled under those 
rules and orders which were established for the condud 
of the nations in the holy war, would form themselve8 
into lodges, and keep up their social meetings when 
returned home, in commemoration of their adventures 
and mutual good offices in Palestine, and for the propa­
gation of that knowledge into which they bad been. 
initiated. 

As a further argument that builders and architects 
were not the original members of our society, the Masons 
of the city of London obtained their incorporation and 
charter in the reiga of King Henry the Fifth, in or about 
the year 1419; they taking on themselves the name of 
Freemasons. By their charter they are gol'erned bv a 
Master and two Wardens, with twenty-five assistants. 
Of this incorporated body, sixty.five are of the livery of 
London. 
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It hu never been pretended that the eooiety of Free 
and Accepted Maaona haTe in any manner been connected, 
or much 18118 have united themselves, with the inGorpo.. 
rated body ofMaaona enchartered; but, on the contrary, 
have kept themselves totally apart.1 

It bas been alleged, that in the reign of King Henry 
the Sixth, a law was enacted, setting forth, " That by 
the yearly congregations and. confederaciea made b:y 
:Masons in their general assemblies, the good course and 
effects of the statute of labourers were openly violated 
and broken, and making the future holding of their chap­
ters and congregation~ felony." 

It is impo88ible that this statute should relate to any 
oU.er persons than the incorporated body of working 
JDaBODI; who, under an exclusive charter, by secret 
combinations raised the prices of their labour, and pre­
vented craftsmen of their fraternity, not members of the 
charter, from exercising their trade within the limits of 
London; which might occasion a grievance worthy of 
parliamentary redress, but in what manner the statutes 
of labourers could be aft'ected by the IUIIociation~ of our 
fraternity, is not in our power 1;Q comprehend. Our 
recorda give us no evidence of any such convoeatioDR, a\ 
-the time mentioned.' · 

1 And yet a document baa been produced by Halliwell which 
shows that the name of Freemuon wu giTen to those whojractilled 
the actual trade. •• In the year 1506, John Bylmer an Wilson 
Vertue, Frtema.IOfW, were ngaged to YIUllte, or doo to b('e \'aulted 
with freestone, the roof of the- quere of the College Ruiall of our 
Lady and St. George, within the castell of Wyndllore, uooordiug to 
tbe roof of the body of the said College."-EDITOB. 

1 It is, howner, well known that about the time when the Norman 
dYJI88V wu eMablisbed iD this kinRdom, the study of architecture, 
u a IIClence, wu enjoined on the bisliops and other dignitaries of the 
Churob ; because it was under their superintendence that ecclesiuti­
cal edifices rose in all the pride of sorgoous splendour ; and the 
profellllion of M880Dry wu fostered and encouxased thr<lnghout 
Christendom. The Roman pontiftB conferred on the fratemity manj­
Taluable privileges, and induc»d its members to form themselTt>s into 
lodges, where they practised those peculiar ceremonies by which 
they not ODll secured to their own body the eBSential benefits of 
oompulionship, to the exclusion of all the world besides, but also 
fnmied their O'Wil rule11, settled their own wages, and enjoyed the 
proud satisfaction of knowillg that they contributed, by their art, iD 
no IIIII&Jl degree, to the dignftY and security of kingdoms; while the 
auperb llf:ructures which they raised, duzliug with e'fMy rich TUiety 
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By the charter of Masons, they 8ll81lliled the title of 
Freem880ns, being entitled to the franchises of the city 
of London. Why the title of Free is annexed to our 
society, or that of Accepted, we hope we may be allowed 
to conjecture, was derived from the crusades.• There 
the volunteers entering into that service must be free­
men, born free, and not villains or under any vaasallage; 
for it was not until long. after the crusades, that vaaallage 
and feudal services, together with the slavish tenures, 
were taken away • 

. 1'hey were entitled to the style of Accepted, under 
that plenary indulgence which the Pope J>Ublished for 
all that would confese their sins, and enlist m the enter­
prise of the holy war ; whereby they were accepted and 
received into the bosom of the Father of the Church. 
Some authors have presumed to tell us, that it waa the 
original design of the Christian powers, in their enterprise 
in the Holy Land, to rebuild the Temple at Jerusalem; 
but we cannot discover any good authority for this &BBer­
tion.11 In modem Mat~onry it is given as a principle, 
why our dedication of lodges is made to St. John, that 

of ornamental deooration, confirmed the superiority which they 
assumed in the walb of genius and learning, and secured for them 
the distiuction and respeot which always attend su.Perior talent. In­
deed, the appearance of so many stately ecclesiastical edifices spread 
over the island in all the unparalleled magnificence of Gothio archi­
tecture, during an agto of semi-barbarism, could eoaroely fail w 
impress upon the ignoraDt serf an idea that their builders were pott-
11811eed of more than mortal powers. And this feeling would not be 
diminished by the •impenetrable veil Which WIUI thrown over their 
traasacti.ons in tyled lodges; their habits of eeoreoy and taciturnity; 
and the profound deference whioh was always paid to their opinions 
by the noh ad powerful. both in Church and State.-EDrroB. 

• We assign a dift'erent reason for those appellatioll8. It ia said 
that the Masone who were eeleoted to work at; Solomon's Templt, 
were declared- fru, and invested with other privileges. But the 
posterity of theee Masone being carried inw capti.vi~ by Nebuchad­
neuar, when the time wu ezpited, they were set at liberty by Cym11o 
and received :t>ermiaeion to ereot a ne" temple out of the ruins of the 
old one. This ia the reputed origin ef the title of Freemuoua.­
Enrrox. 

1 There is no good authority for this aseertion. The Templan 
were originally eetabliahed to defend the pilgrims in their paseage w 
and from the Holy Land; during whioh they were subjected to insult 
and Uijury from Jews, Turks, Infidels, and Hereti.os. And, hanng 
erected their domicile on Mount Moriah within tha precincts of the 
Templ~t, they were styled Templan.-EniTOJL 
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the Muons who e~ to conquer the Holy Land ehoae 
that saint for thell patron. We should be sorry to 
appropriate the Balsarian sect of Christiana to St. John 
as an explanation of this principle ; St. John obtains our 
dedication, as being the proolaimer of that salvation 
which was at hand by the coming of Christ; and we, 
as a set of religious assembling in the true faith, com­
memorate the proclamations of the Baptist. In the 
name of St. John the Evangelist, we ac&nowledge the 
testimonies which he gives, and the divine lor••· which 
he ma.kes manifest. But to return to the subject of the 
crusaders. 

It is probable that the same enthusiastic spirit which 
engaged men to enter into the crusades, at the vast 
etpense and hazard which history describes, also led 
them into as enormous a folly in the building of religious 
houses: during the reign of Henry the Second, when the . 
English first engaged in the holy war, there were not 
less than one hundred and eleven abbeys, nunneries, and 
religious hoU8e8, founded in this kingdom; during the 
reign of Richard the First, eighteen; and during the 
reign of Henry the Third, forty; which shows the reli­
gious infatuation which had totally overrun the minds of 
the people in those reigns. The ecclesiastics, in imita-­
tion of the works of Solomon, might become the masters 
of thoee works, and superintend and conduct the labours 
of the inferior sect of haly-werk-folk ;' that by acceptable 

1 The rules preecribed for these hal;r-werk-foJk clearly proYe that 
they were both OperatiTe and Speculative Muons. Ill an old MS. in 
the British Museum (Harl. 1942), they are thus stated: "You shall 
not take any work to do at any exoessiTe and· unreasonable rates, or 
deoeiTe the owner thereof; but so as he may be truly and faithfully 
eerTed with his own aoods. You are to honour God and his Holy 
Charoh; and 1111e no 'heresy or error, or discredit men's teaching. 
You are to be true to our sove~ lord the king; oommitting no 
tre810n, miapriBion of tre810n, &c. No person lhall be accepted a 
FleeDUUJOn, unless he shall have a lodge of five Freem810ns, at least; 
whereof one to be Master or Warden of that limit or division wherein 
such lodge shall be kopt; and another of the trade of Freemasonrr. 
No person shall be aooeptod a Freemason, but such M are of able 
body, honeat pareutage, good reputation, and obseners of the laws 
of the land. No penon shall be accepted a Freem810n, or know the 
seoretll of the ~d eociety, until he h,atL tint taken the oath !'f secrecy 
hereafter fullowmg :-1, A. B., do, m the preeenoe of Almight)' God, 
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hands such J>ious works might be conducted, and from 
whence the tgnorant and J>rofane might be rejected, like 
the Samaritans; these mtght 888ume the honorary title 
of Masons, which, from vulgar acceptation, would Jlltu. 
rally confound them with ordinary mecbanies. 

In the Anglo-Norman Antiquities it is said of Freema­
sons that they were an usoeiation of religious, who 
en~aged in the foundi~ and erecting of churches and 
religious houses in Palestine. We have already mentioned 
the religious teet who were really architects and builden 
of churches, the haly-werk-folk, with no small degree of 
respect; they were a bod7 of men subsisting before the 
crusades ;' they were mamtained by the Church, under 
which they held lands for the service of erecting and 
repairing churches, and for the guarding the sepulchres 
or saints. It is not improbable, that whea the rage of 

· holy works, and holy wars, and the desire of Paleatine, 
fired the minds of all Europe, but a body of those people 
might embark in the enterprise, and l,e transported thither 
to build churches, for the better planting or propagatill8 
the Christian doctrine, or to guara and maintain the holy 
sepulchre. We would be ready at all times to admit thai 
these emi~rants mie-ht po81ess some rules and ceremonies 
for initiat1on peeubar to themselves, so far 88 the bearen 
of burdens were admitted under Solomon' in the building 
at Jerusalem, and that they might retain their singular 
maxims and 'Principles in secrecy; and it may aleO be 
admitted that, in honour of that gradation of Maaonry 
and of their profession, they should claim the greatest 
antiquity-from Solomon's Temple at leut: they might 

and my fellows and brethren here present, promiee and deolare, th.& 
I will not at anytime hereafter, by an7 art or ciroumataooe whateTer, 
directly or indirectly, publish, diacover, meal, or lllllke bown, •1 
of the l!t'Creta, prhilegea, or counaela of the fratemity or feUowahip 
of Freemasonry, which at tbia time, or any time hereafter, aball be 
made known unto me. So help me God, and the holy ooutent. of 
tbis book." This MS. is said to be a cop7 of one -which waa'W'l'iUm 
in the lOth century.-EnlTOR. 

" " The ttro institutions," 1&11 Laurie, "of Templuiam &Del Free­
masonry, were intimately connected. The former took ita oJiPt 
from the latter, and borrowed from it, not oul710me of ita Cl8l'elllOiiial 
olleerrancea, but the leading featmee, and the general CMitline of iii 
ooutitution. "-EDIT9L 
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even be more thao a collateral branch of the Free and 
Accepted Masons,· 88 we have before admitted, and bt 
initiated in the myateriea of Masonry, their occupation 
being in no wise incompatible with our/rofession; and 
they might be known and distinguiahe by the title of 
Operative Masons, 88 the EBBenes were divided into 
Theoricks and Practicks. But, from the writings of the 
author of the Anglo-Norman Antiquities, we are convinced 
he w&S not a Free and Accepted Mason himself; and, u 
the secrecy of that society had attracted the attention of 
many, who, as their curiosity was exercised, raised con­
jectures on the name of Masons to discover their origin 
and principles, or to reconcile their own opinions ; from 
whence nothing was more likely to strike the attention 
of an historian than this body of men; the haly-werk-folk, 
rambling in Palestine, were to his pu1p0se. 

Were we claimants only to the title' of mechanics, we . 
might have chosen as ancient and a more honourable • 
branch of the arts and sciences; we might have substituted 
geometry to a more worthy duty, and have honoured our 
Maker in some profession more expressive of our sense of 
his power and dignity. 

Our origin in this country is thought to be from the 
Phmnicians, who came here with the Tyrian Hercules, 
and introduced the doctrines of Ham and the Amonian 
rites, together with the Hebrew customs ;' and afterwards 
the emigrants from the Holy Land, who taught us the 
rules instituted by Solomon .at the Temple of JerUB&lem; 
and finally, the propagators of the Christian doctrine, 
who brought with them the principles of the Master's 
Order, and taught the converted ihose sacred mysteries 
which are typical of the Christian faith, and professional 
of the hope of the resurrection Q{ the body, and the life 
of regeneration. Yet we fear few among us are equal to 
the character we have assumed. Our lodges are not now 
appropriated to worship and religious ceremonies ; ,. 
meet 88 a social society, inclined to acts of benevolence, 
and auft'er the more sacred offices to rest unperformed. 
Whether this neglect is to our honour, we presume not 

1 A fall BOOOUDt of both may be found in the Theoondio Philoaophy 
of:FreemuoDry, leotve ni.:-EDITOL 
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to determine, in our present state profeMing ourselftl 
Free and Accepted M&BOna. We are totally severed from 
architects, ancf are become a set of men working in the 
duties of charity, good offices, and brotherly love-Chri&­
ti&ns in religion--aons of liberty, and loyal subjects: we 
have adopted rules, orders, emblems, and symbols, which 
enjoin us to live a life of morality; we have furnished 
our lodges with those striking objects which should &t 
once intimate to us the mightiness and wisdom of God, 
the instability of. the affairs of man, and the various 
vicissitudes of human life, and have set before our eyes 
preceptors of moral works ; and to strengthen our faith, 
we have enlightened our lodge with the emblem of the 
Trinity. 

It is well known to us, that there is IIC&I'ce a state in 
Europe in which our fraternity have not formed a body.' 
The wisdom of the ancients would pass abroad into many 

- regions; and those who had assisted in the pious labours 
at Jerusalem would, like Pythagoras, teach the sciences 
and mysteries which they professed, and communicate 
the system to which they had been initiated: religious 
men would retain the doctrines and mysteries with reve­
rence, and with caution reveal them ilo those they thought 
worthy to receive; hence the original knowledge would 
p888 into many countries. But tlr.ere is no accounting 
for this universality of the society upon the principles of 
architecture and operative masonry: the rage of church­
building had not contaminated all Europe as it had 
England ; neither are there any probable means to be 
deduced frQID architecture and the practice of builders, 
why in every tongue and in every kingdom the ceremo­
nials of being made a Mason should be the same. If the 
honour of Architecture was all that was to be regarded 
in the society, various would be the devices by which 
the members in each nation would profeu it. As Archi-

• 1 A medal waa 11tru.ck, in 1835, to oommemorate the tlirrl centen1111 
of a lodge of Freemuon11 at Cologne ; and a book waa published, 
which recorda the names of nineteen EurOpean lodges. with t:beir 
Muters, which, in 1535, were in fraternal oommUDication with each 
other. One of these lodges wu in London, over which Lord CarltoD 
}lrellided; and another at EdiDbargh, under the mperinfaldeooe of 
John Bruce.-EDITOB. 
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teeture, according to its present orders, had its progren 
• from Egypt and Greece, some nations would h&ve bor­

rowed symbols and enaignt peculiar to those people ; or 
we should il.ave had in our ceremonies, or in our workings,. 
some devices which might have distinguished to us the 
beauties, orders, ornaments, proportions, or symmetries, 
of some or all of tbe rules, modes, or orders of Architec­
ture, either from the plains of Shinar, from Egypt, 
Jerusalem, Tadmore, or Greece ; or have retained some 
geometrical problems, on which the general principles of 
proportion in Architecture were grounded br demonstrated 
but, iD8tead of that, it is well known to us that there is 
nothin~ of that kind revealed. On the contrary, our 
mystenes are totall:y abstracted from the rules of mecha­
nics ; they are relative to religion and morality, and are 
conducive to pious works ; they are unfurnished with 
any type, symbol, or character, but what appertains 
to dembnstrate the servants and devotees of the great 
X.aot~ta"•tD· 

There is not an iDitance of the European states uniting 
in any one enterprise, save the holy war; and from thence, 
we most rationally must conceive, the present number 
of Masons, dispersed over the face of Europe, was prin­
cipally derived. The Amonian rites are almost totally 
extinguished, religiol18 zeal has imbrued the sword in 
carnage, and Europe has groaned under ,Persecutions; the 
Romans extirpated the Druids, Christians have glutted 
their cruet h&n.ds with slaughter ; big.Qtry and enthu­
siasm, in every age, have reigned in bloodshed. By the 
crnaades, the number of our society would b9 greatly 
augmented; the occasion itself would revive the rules of 
Masonry, they being so well ada:pted to that purpose, 
and also professional of the Christian faith, from whence 
aprang the spirit of the enterprise. After these pursuits 
subsided, boclies of men would be found in every country 
from whence the levies were called ; and what woulcir 
preserve the society in every state, even during the per­
aecntions of zealots, the Master Mason's Order, under its 
present principles, is adapted to every sect of Christians. 
It originated from the earliest era of Christianitr,, in 
honour to, or in confession of, the religion and fa1th of 
Christiana, before the poison of sectaries was diffused 
over the Church. 

_I 
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To the ancient rules, dednced from Solomon, other 
laws, rules, and ordinances were added, durin~ the ent. • 
priaea of the cl'U.8adera, for the prevenQ.on of not, lnxury, 
and disorder; and for the maintaining that necessary lllb­
erdination which the command of such armies required. 
Many of those rules we retain in the conduct and govern­
ment of our lodge, which can in no wise be deduced from 
any other original • 

.. 
.. 



166 

LECTURE XIV. 

A. COROLLARY. 

WB will conclude these lectures with collecting into 
·on~ view the propositions and maxims which have en­
gaged our attention throughout the whole work ; ther&­
by to give a clear idea of the mysteries of Masonry, the 
progression and spirit of its institution, origin, and pre-
sent state. . 

We may have seemed proli:~, and appear to have filled 
our arguments or representations with repetitions; but 
where that seeming impropriety takes place, it W&B 
necessary to urge a position which contended with some 
accepted error, J.lrepossession, or vulgar prejudice. 

From the ancient rites and ceremonies which we have 
laid before you, it will be easy for you to trace the 
origins of our own rites, and to discover the foundations 
on which our society was erected. It is evident they 
had their progress i:a the post-diluvian world from Ham. 
We have been under a necessity sometimes to use terms 
of art, or expressions which to 'others may not carry 
distinct and clear images; but to the brethren breathe 
an energy which flows from the united force of technical 
terms, symbols, and hierog1yphics. When we speak of 
Masons under the denomination of a society, we mean 
Masons as embodied in lodges, according to the present 
manners in which such lodges are held. Our antiquity is 
in our principles, maxims, language, learning, and reli­
gion: those we derive from Eden,1 from the patriarchs, 
and from the sages of the east; all which are made 
perfect under the Christian dispensation. The light and 
doctrines which we possess are derived from the begin­
ning of time, and have descended through this long sue-

l "WISDOM pmeerYed the first-formed father of the world, that 
wu oreated alone, and bro~ht him out of hie fall, and gan him 
power to rule all thiDgs." (W1ad. x.; 1, 2.)-EDITOR. 

11 
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ee&Bion of ages uncorrupted; but our modes and mannera 
are deduced from the difFerent erall of Paradise, the 
building of the Temple at J eruaalem, and the Christian 
revelation. 

We have explained to you, that the structure of the 
lodge is a pattern of the universe, and that the first entry 
of a Mason re_J»reaents the first worship gf the true God. 
We have retained the Egyptian symbOls of the sun and 
moon, 88 emblems of God's power, eternity, omnipre­
sence, and benevolence ;2 and thereby we signifY, that 
we are the children of light, and that the first foundation 
of our profession is the knowledge and adoration of the 
Almighty, M•ut111f-•~». who seatetli himself in the centre 
of the heavens. We derive from the Druids many of the 
Amollian rites; and are bold to say, that we ret3in more 
of the ceremonials and doctrines of the Druids than is to 
be found in the whole world besides 't and have saved 
from oblivion many of their religious rites, in our initi&­
tion to the first degree of :Masonry, whieh otherwise 
would have slept in eternity. These we seem to have 
mixed and tempered with the principles of the EBBenes, 
who are a sect as ancient as the departure of the children 
of Israel out of Egypt. The philosophy of the Egyptians, 
and the manners, pnnciples, and custoiDB of the Hebrews, 
were introduced to this land by the Phrenicians, and 
make a part of our profession, so fai 88 they are adapted 
to the worship of Nature's great Author, unpolluted by 
idolatry. 

1 In fact, amoug all people, a oirole waa the aymbol of the Deity. 
Thus Hennes Trismegiatus, as Alan. Copo (Mu.Propos. 'rii.) -n., 
defined God to be an intelligible sphere, whoae centre is everywhere, 
but whose circumferenoe is indefinable ; because, being eternal, no 
computation of time tl8D estimate his emtenoe. And Darid said, to 
the 1111me effect, " Thou art the Dille, and thy yelll'll will han DO 
end." In some countries he was called " the circle of heaven," 
because the expanse which he was supposed to fill, is boundless.-

. EDITOR. 
1 The knowledge of aatroDOml• which the Druids undoubtedly 

pouellll8d, is a Btrong argument m proof, not only of the primitift 
population of this island by the very first descendants of the Noachio 
0~, who were well versed in this sublime science, but also that 
thia knowledge was accompanied by the patriarchal tlystem of reli­
gion ; and there can be little doubt but these priesta had acquired a 
proficiency in the science, whieh cannot be otherwise accounted for; 
~md apf.lied ita principl811 to tbe practioe of Masonry, aa is folly 
exemplified in the relllllina of their IIII.Cnld edifices.-EDITOR. 
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We hold our grand festival on the day of St. John~ 
which is Midsummer-day;' in which we celebrate that 
season when the sun is in its greatest altitude, and in 
the midst of its prolific powers: the great type of the 
omnipotence of the Deity. · 

The famous lawyer, Lord Coke, in his Treatise on Lit­
tleton's Institutes, says, "Prudent antiquity did, for more 
solemnity and better memory and observation of that 
which is to be done, express substances under ceremo­
nies." 

It has· been pointed out to you, that the fumitures of 
the lodge are· emblems excit1ve of mora1ity and good 
government: prudence shines in the centre; or if you 
would apply this object to more sacred principles, it 
represents the blazing star which copducted the wxse men 
to Bethlehem, and proclaimed the ·presence of the Son 
of God. It is here placed in your view, that you may 
remember to work out the works of salvation, which is 
at hand: and that you may pass on in acts of ~trict pro­
priety with great alacrity, the Tessa lata or Mosaic-work 
mtimates to you the chequered diversity and uncertainty 
of human afftLirs; that you may not set your hearts on 
the things of this world, but lay up your treasures where 
the rust cannot deface their polish and lustre, neither can 
the moth d~poil the garment for the wedding-feast. 

To protect and support us under the infirmities. of 
Nature, and lead us to the paths of propriety, the book of 
true knowledge is in the lodge ; the Master circumscribeM 
you, as with the sweep of the compass; and the square 
Is your trial, whereby you shall prove the rectitude and 
uRiformity of your manners. 

In the next•lecture it was demonstrated to you, that, 
to be a worthy servant in the Temple of God, you must 
be clothed with innocence, that your service may stand 
in approbation, and you may be accepted in heaven. Our 
jewels are emblems of that good working in a moral 
mind which adorns the life of man-faith, charity, and 
uprightness. 

In the succeding lecture you were led to a discernment 
of the second race of the servants of God under the 
llol&io law, the truth being stripped of the erron of 

• Appendis, A. 
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idolatry. This stage is adapted to the second gradation 
of Masonry. 

We have argued for the propriety of our adopting 
geometry in this society, as being a aeience from whence 
the mighty powers of God are revealed and demonstn.ted 
to mankind. 

Afterwards the estate of the worshippers of the Deity 
was attended to under the corruptions of the house of 
Israel, and under the rottenness of the old law. In this 
assl'mbly of Christians, it is nowise requisite to attempt 
an argument on the necesaity which there was upon 
earth for a Mediator and Saviour for man; in the rub­
bish, snperstitions, ceremonials, and filth of the Jewish 
Temple, the true worship of God was buried and con­
founded, and innocence became only the ornaments of its 
monument. Then it was that the Divinity, looking 
down with an eye of commiseration on the deplorable 
state of man, in his mercy and love sent us a Preceptor 
and Mediator, who should teach to us 'the doctrine of 
regeneration, and raise us from the sepulchre of sin, to 
which the human race had resigned themselves ; he gave 
to us the precepts of that acceptable service wherewith 
his Father should be well pleased; he made the sacrifice 
of expiation, and, becoming the first fruits of them that 
slept, manifested to mankind the resurrection of the body 
and the life everlasting. In the Master's order this whole 
doctrine is symbolized, and the Christian conduct is by 
types presented to us. 

We Masons have adopted three particular characteris­
tics-secrecy, charity, and brotherly love. Our sense of 
these three great duties has been explained, and what 
especial import they are of to Masons, or to men who 
have separated themselves from the rest of mankind, and 
professed that they are servants of Him who ruleth in 
the midst of heaven. 

Lastly, we have attempted to examine into the origin 
of our society, and in many instances, wandering with­
out evidence, have been left to probability in conjecture 
only. It doth not now seem material to us what our 
originals and vredecessors were, if we occupy ourselves 
in the true Sptrit of Masonry; in that divine spirit which 
inspired the patriarchs when they erected altars unto the 
Lord; if we are. true servants to our king, faithful and 
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true to our chartered liberiiee, Chriati.a1DI in profeaaiou 
and in practice, and to each other, and mankind in gene .. 
ral, affectionate and upright. · 

Whether llaaoos were originally builders 5 or religious, 
it matters not to us i& this ~e: oomparing tbe~e works 
with the righteousness to wh1ch you have been exhorted, 
the ho~our of antiquity would be swallowed up in tho 
virtues of practice, and in the splendour of that light of 
acceptation, which at once . proclaims to the world that 
we are servants of the true God, who saves our souls 
alive. · 

If our ceremonies mean not the matter which bas beeu 
~xpressed; if they imply not the moral and religious 
pnnciples which :we have· endeavoured to unveil; it may 
be asked of you, Masons, what they do imP\y, import, 
or indicate Y , 

Can we presume ao many learned and noble perspnag011 
would, for many succesaive agea, have been steady 
members of this fraternity, if the mysteries were unim­
portant, and the ceremonies unintelligible? It cannot 
.be; take away their spirit, and they become ridiculous. 

Hath it been for ages a ma.Um of foolish· sport, to 
introduce men to a silly mare, in which the guide, having 
been entrapped into ridicule, longs to laugh at another 
for revenge t It is too ridiculous to be presumed. 
Besides, if it 'was only so, the snare might be formed 
and ornamented with simple things, and there was no 
need to introduce sacred matters into the device. This 
renders the conjecture so absurd, that it will bear no 
further animadversion. 

We Masons profess that we are pilgrims in progression 
from the east. The Almighty planted a garden in the 
east, wherein he placed the perfection of human nature, 
the first man full of innocence and divine knowledge, 
and full of honour, ev-en bearing the image of God. 

Learning had its first progression from the east after 
the Flood ; the Egyptians were the first who represented 
the zodiac, and the first who demonstrated the wisdom 
of the great Architect of the World in the revolutions 
of the Heavens; they were the first projectors of the 
science of Geometry. 

5 Appendix, P. 
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In regard to the doctrine of our Saviour and tbe 
Christian revelation, it proceeded from the eaat. The 
1tar which proclaimed the birth of the Son of God, 
appeared in the east. The east was an expression 1l8ed 
by the prophets to denote the Redeemer. ~rom thence 
it may well be conceived that we should profeu, our ceu to be from thence; if we profeaa by being 

na, that we are a society of the servants of tha' 
Divinity, whose abode ie with the Father co-eternal, iD 
the centre of the Heavens. But if we profe11 no such 
matter, then why should not we have alleged our pro~ 
to have been from the north, and the regions of cbaos 
and darkneaa Y 

But we will, my brethren, forbear all further argument, 
and close the labours of the year with a sincere exhorta­
tion, that you will continue to act in this society u 
upright and religious men: that you will exert yourselves 
in the promotion of ita honour; and let the wicked aod 
ignorant revile ever so maliciously, be strenuous in your 
duties, as Muons and aa Brethren: exercise your benevo­
lence with openneu of heart, and your charity with 
cordiality, and not aa hypocrites: with attention endea­
vour to arrive at the utmost knowledge of your profeaaion, 
the end of which, we boldly proclaim to you, u to work 
out the worb of righteouaneaa. 
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APPENDIX. 

A. 

A OHA:&GB I'OB TBB :I'BS:l'IVAL 011' ST. lORN, 

BBBTBlUINt-Being this day, by your choice, exalted 
into the oh&ir, it is the fervent wish of mr. heart to 
render ~yself as little undeserving as poYible of the 
distinguished honour: many important duties has a 
Master of a lodge to perform. To give instruction ia 
one: I do not, however, presume upon any superior 
abilities to dictate to my brethren ; yet I think it incum­
bent upon me, whilst I have the honour to sit in .this 
chair, on this and all other occasional festivities, and 
indeed my office requires it of me, to exhort you to con­
aider the nature of our institution, and to remind you of 
the duties it prescribes. These duties are very various 
ud important, and have thi.e day, I doubt not, been 
expatiated upon in many placea by reverend brethren in 
the solemn Temple. 

Our Order instructs us in our duty to the great Artifi­
cer of the Univerae; direciat us to behave aa becomes 
to creatures their Creator; to be atisfied with his dis­
pensations, and always to rely upon Him, whose wisdom 
cannot mistake our happiness, whose goodnes1 eannot 
contradict it. . 

It directs us to be peaceable subjects, to give DO um­
brage to the civil powers, and never to be concerned in 
plots and cODBpiracies against the well being of the 
nation ; and as political matten have sown the aeeda of 
discord among tbe nearest relatioDB and most intimate 
mends, we are wisely enjoined, in our 8888mblies, nev:er 
to speak of them. 

It instructs us in our dutY to our neighbour; teaehes 
u not to injure him in any of hie 'connectiona, and, in all 
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our dealings with him, to act with justice and impar· 
tiality. It discourages defamation; it bids us not to 
circulate any -whisper of infamy, improve any hint of 
suspicion, or publish any failure of conduct. It orden 
us to be faithful to our trusts ; not to deceive him who 
relies' upon us; to be above the meannea of dissimula­
tion; to let the words of our mouths express the thoughts 
of our hearts; and whatsoever we promise religiously to 
perform. · 

It teaches inviolable secrecy; bids us never to discover 
our mystic rites to the unenlightened, nor betray the 
confidence a brother h88 placed in ns. It warms our 
hearts with true philanthropy, which directs us never to 
pennit a wretched fellow-creature to pass unnoticed. It 
makes us stifle enmity, wrath, and dissention; and nour­
ishes love, peace, friendship, and every social virtue. It 
tells us to seek our. happiness in t~e happiness we bestow, 
and to love our neighbour as ourselvoes. 

It informs us that we are children of one Father; that 
man is an infirm, short-lived creature, who pa.sses away 
like a shadow; that he m hastening to that place where 
human titles and distinctions are not ·considered ; where 
the trappings of pride will be taken away, and virtue 
alone have the pre-eminence ; and, thus instructed, we 
profess that merit is the only proper distinction. We are 
not to vaunt ourselves upon our riches or our houolll"', 
but to clothe ourselves with humility ; to condescend to 
men of low estate; to be friends o( merit, in .whatever 
rank we find it. We are connected with men of the 
most indigent circumstances, and, in the lodge (though 
our Order deprives no man of the honour due to his dig­
nity or character), we rank as brethren on a level; anG. 
out of a lodge, we consider the moat .abject wretch u 
belonging to the great fraternitr. of mankmd; and, there­
fore, when it is in our power, 1t is our duty to support 
the distressed and patronise the neglected. 

It directs us to divest ourselves of confined and bigoted 
notions, and teaches us that humanity is the soul of reli­
gion. We never suffer any religious disputes in our 
lodges; and, as Masons, w:e only puraue the univenal 
religion, the religion of Nature. W orshipl""ff of the 
God of Mercy, we believe that, in every nation, he thM 
feiiJ'II Him and works righteoU8Jlel!ll is accepted of Him. 
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All Maaons, therefore, whether Chriatians, Jewa, or 
Mahomedans, who violate not the rule of right, written 
by the Almighty upon the tables of the heart, who do 
fear Him and work righteousness, we are to acknowledge 
as brethren; and, th'>ugh we take different roads, we are 
not to be angry with or persecute each other on that 
account. We mean to travel to the same place; we 
know that the end of our journey is the same; and we 
all affectionately hope to meet in the lodge of perfect 
hapl?iness. How lovely is an institution fraught with 
sentiments like these !-How agreeable must it be to 
Him who is seated on a throne of everlasting mercy !­
to that God who is no respecter of persons! 

It instructs us, likewise, in our duty to ourselves. It 
teaches us to set bounds to our desire&; to curb our sen­
sual appetites; to walk up1ightly. 

Our Order excludes women; not that it ref~ses to pay 
a l?roper tegard to the lovely part of the creation, or t~at 
it 1magines they would not implicitly obey the strictest 
laws of secrecy ; but we know, if they were admitted to 
our 888emblies, that ·our bosoms must often be inflamed 
by love; that jealousy would sometimes be the conse­
quence; that then we should be no longer kind brethren 
but detestable rivals; and that our harmonious institu­
tion would by that means be weakened, if not subverted. 
But, thou~h our Order excludes women, it does not forbid 
our enjoymg the pleasures of love ; yet it bids us enjoy 
them in such a manner as the laws of conscience, society, 
and temperance permit. It commands us, for momentary 
gratification, not to destroy the peace of families ; not 
to take away the happineu (a happiness with which 
grandeur and riches are not to be compared) which those 
experience whose hearts are united by love-not to pro­
fane the first and moat holy institution of Nature. 

To enjoy the blessings sent by· Divine beneficence, it 
&ells us, is virtue and obedience; but it bids us to avoid 
the allurements of intemperance, whose short hours of 
jollity are followed by tedious pain and reflection; whose 
JOYII turn to madness, and lead to diseases, and to death. 
Such are the duties which our Order teaches us; and 
Masonry, the heavenly genius, seems now thus to address 
U&:-

u The order I ha.ve e1tablished in every part of it, 
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shows consummate wisdom, founded on moral &nd social 
virtue; it is· supported by strength, and adorned by 
beauty; for everything is found in it that can make 
aoeiety agreeable. In the moat striking manner, I teach 
you to act with propriety in every station of life; the 
tools and implements of architecture, and every thing 
about you, I have contrived to. be most expressive sym­
bols to convey to you the strongest moral truths. Le~ 
your improvement be proportionable to your instructiolli. 
Be not content with the name only of Freemason; in­
vested witp my ancient and honourable badge, be MaaoDB 
indeed. Think not that it.consista only in meeting, and 
going through the ceremonies which I have appointed; 
these ceremonies, in such an order ·as mine, are necessary, 
but they are the most immaterial part of it, and there 
are weightier matters which you must not omit. To be 
Masons indeed, is to put in practice the lessons of wisdom 
and morality. 

"With reverential gratitude, therefore, cheerfully wor­
ship the Eternal Providence; bow down yourseh·ea iu 
filial and submissive obedience to the 1lllerring direction 
of the Mighty Builder; work by his perfect plana, and 
your edifices shall be beautiful and everlasting. 

"I command you to love your neighbour; stretch 
forth the hand of relief to him, if he be in necessity; if 
~e be in dan~er, ru~ to his ~tance; tell him the truth, 
if he be dece1ved; if he be unJustly reproached and neg­
lected, comfort his soul, and soothe it to tranquillity. You 
cannot show your gratitude to your Creator in a more 
amiable light than in your mutual regard for each other. 

"Pride not yourselve& upon your birth (it is of no coo­
sequence of what parents any man is born, provided he 
be a man of merit}; or your honours (they are the objects 
of envy and intemperlmce, and must, ere long, be laid in 
the dust); Qr your riches (they cannot gratify the wants 
they create); but be meek and lowly of heart. I reduce 
all conditions to a pleasing and rational equality: pride 
was not made for man; and he that humbles himself 
shall be exalted. 

"I am not gloomy and austere ; I am a preacher of 
morality, but not cruel and severe; for I strive to render 
it lov:_ely to rou by the charnr .of pl~es which leaTe 
Do sting behind; by moral mUBlc, rational joy, and hanD-
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leu gaiety. I bid you not to abstain from the pleasures 
of soeietr, or the innocent enjoyments of love and wine: 
to abstam from them is to frustrate the intentions of 
Providence. I enjoin 'you not to consecrate your houi'B 
to solitude : society is the true sphere of human virtue: 
and no life can be pleasing to God but what is useful to 
man. On this festival, in which well pleased, my sons, 
I see you assemble to honour me, be happy; let no pen­
sive looks profane the general joy, let sorrow cease, let 
none be wretched; and let pleasure and her bosom 
friends attend the social board. Pleasure i& a stranger to 
every malignant and unsocial p888ion ; is formed to ex­
pand, to exhilarate, and to humanise the heart. But 
pleasure is not to be met with at. the table of turbulent 
festivity: at such meetings there is often the vocifera­
tion of merriment, but very seldom the tranquillity of 
cheerfulness; the company inflame their imaginations to 
a kind of momentary jollity by the help of wine and 
riot ; and consider it as the fii'Bt business of the night to 
stupify recollection, and lay that reason asleep which 
disturbs their gaiety, and calls upon them to retreat from 
ruin. True pleasure disclaims all connection with inde­
cency and excess, and declin~ the society of riot-roaring 
in the jollity of heart. A sense of the dignity of human 
nature always accompanies it, and it admits not of· any 
thing that is degrading. Temperance and cheerfulness 
are its constant attendants at tne social board; but the 
too lively sallies of the latter are always restrained by 
the moderation of the fonner. And yet, my sons, to 
what do these restraints of Masonry, and the instruction 
I give you with respect to pleasure, amount? They may 
all be comprised in a few words, not to hurt yourselves, 
and not to hurt others, by a wrong pursuit of/leasure. 
Within these bounds pleasure is lawful; beyon them it 
is criminal, because it is Tuinous. Are these restraints 
any other than what a Mason would choose to impose 
on himself? I call you not to reno~noe pleasure, but to 
enjoy it with aafety. Instead of abridging it, I exhort 
you to pUI'Bue it on an extensive plan. I propose mea­
lUres for securing its possession, and for prolonging its 
duration. . 

" On this festival, I say, Be happy! But, remember 
aow, and always remember, you are MAsoNs; and act in 
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1nch a manner, that the eyee of the cenaorious may tee 
nothing in your conduct worthy of reproof, and that the 
tongue of the slanderer may have nothing to cenaare, 
but be put to silence. Be models of virtue to mankind, 
(example• profit more than precepts), lead uncorrupt 
lives, ao the thing which is right, ancl apeak the truth 
from your peart; for truth is always consistent with 
itself, and ·needs nothing to help it out. It is always 
near at hand, and sits upon our lips, and is ready to drop 
out before you are aware: whereas a lie is troublesome, 
and sets a man's invention upon the rack; and one fai.e­
hood needs a great many more to support it. Slander 
not your neighbour, nor do him any other evil; but let 
your good actions convince the world of the wisdom 
and advantages of my institution. Oh, my sons! the 
unworthine88 of some of those- who have been initiated 
into my Order, but who have not made themselves 
acquainted with me, and who, because I am a friend to 
ratioB&l gaiety, have ignorantly thought excesses might 
be indulged in, have been ·disgraceful to themselves, and 
have discredited me. · 

"I therefore warn you to be particularly cautious not 
to initiate any but such " are worthy; be well W!Sored 
that their conduct is regulated by virtue, and their 
bosoms inflamed with the love of knowledge. All are 
not proper to be initiated into Masonry, whose inftuenre 
ought to be universal, but whose privileges should not 
be made too common ; and you are well convinced that 
there are some amongst us who take the shadow for the 
substance, who are acquainted with the ceremonies, but 
catch not the spirit of the profession. 

"At the initiation of a candidate, you ought to explain 
to him the nature and advantages of the Order, that his 
mind may be early and agreeably impressed with itl 
great importance. With the different lectures it is your 
duty to be well acquainted, and you should constantly 
endeavour to display the beauties, and to illustrate the 
difficult parts of thein in the most agreeable manner. 
Then wi11 the man of genius and liberal education 811110-
ciate with you, and contribute to your mutual pleasure 
and improvement. 

"Y e are conn:ected, my lions, by sacred ties; I warn 
you never to weaken, never to be forgetful of them. I 
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have only to add, that I wish you happy. Virtue, my 
sons, confers peace of mind here, and J:iappineu in the 
regions of immortality."' . . . 

B. 
AN A.DDB.BSS FOR A VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTION. 

Charity, in the works of moralists, is defined to be 
the love of our Brethren, or a kind of brotherly a:ffection, 
by which we are to. understand that generous principle 
of the soul, which respects the human species as one 
family, created by an All-wise Being, and placed on this 
globe for the mutual assistance of each other ; it must 
be unfeigned, constant, and out of no other design than 
their happiness; this is the attractive principle, or power, 
that draws inen to~ther and unites them in bodies 
politic, families, societies, and the various orders and 
denominations among men. Such are the general aenti­
ments entertained of this virtue, and what the moralists 
define it to be at this day. . 

But as most of these are partial, contracted, or confined 
to a particular country, religion, or opinion; our Order, 
on the contrary, is calculated to unite mankind as one 
family: every individual of which is cemented with the 
rest,· and has a just claim to friendship and regard. 

You are taught that. the Divine Artificer has thus 
cemented you, for the preservation of harmony, in that 
system of things which his unerring wisdom has thought 
fit to· establish : that it is not your own immediate 
endeavours to which you are indebted for what you 
enjoy; the diligence by which you have acquired, or the 
genius by which you have commanded the goods of for­
tune, were given to you by the Supreme Benevolence; 
and given not as emoluments to yourselves only, or only 
to be employed for your own advantage; that he is the 
common Father of all; that he regards the whole species • 
as his children, nor excludes the meaneat from his paternal 
care; and that his mt>rcies (however partially they may 
aeem to be bestowed) are not given for the advantage of 
a few, but of the whole; if he, therefore, have dealt 
more favourably with you tb.an with thousands around 
you, equaJiy the works of his hands, and who have the 
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same claim to. his beneficence, look upon yo~vea aa 
the happy agents employed by him fOl' distributing hil 
goodneBS to others; show, by your love to man, your 
gratitude to God; be truly thankful, and obey his :pre­
cepts. " Ye are only the stewards of his unlimited 
bounty," and are, therefore, to look upori every human 
creature, " whatever has the character of a man, and 
wears the same image of God that you do," as truly 
your brethren, and having a just claim to your kindness. 

The objects of true charity, among Masons, are merit 
and virtue in distresa ; persons who are incapable of 
extricating themselves from misfortunes in the journey 
through life ; industrious men, from inevitable accidents 
and acts of Providence, fallen into ruin ; widows left 
survivors of their husbands, by whose labours they sub­
sisted; orphans, in tender years, left naked to the world; 
and the aged, whose spirits 8l'e exhausted, whose arms 
are unbraced by time, and thereby rendered unable to 
procure for themselves that sustenance they could aceom· 
plish in their youthful days. 

For which purpose, the feelings of the heart ought to 
direct the hand of charity, which requires us to be 
divested of every idea of superiority, and to estimate 
ourselves 88 being of the same rank aud race of men. 
In this disposition of mind we may be susceptible of 
those sentiments which charity delighteth in; and feel 
the woes and miseries of others with a genuine and trne 
11ympathy of soul: in sincerity and truth, and without 
dissimulation or hypocrisy, we should be always ready 
to commiserate distress ; our hand ever ready to relieve 
it, and bind up the hearts which sorrow has broken: and 
thus experience the exalted happineBS of communicating 
happiness to others. 

Whilst, free from care, we are enjoying the blessings 
of Providence, we should not forget to raise the drooping 
spirits, and exhilarate the desponding hearts of our 
indigent brethren; and· whilst .we know one worthy 
brother deprived of the nece88aries of life, we ought not 
to revel in its superfluities. · 

The very key-stone, as it were, of our mystical fabric 
is Charity. Let us cherish this amiable virtue, let us 
consider it as the vital principle of the society, the con­
stant rule of our actions, and the just square by which 
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we regulate our dealing• With all mankind. And though 
pity may plead, in more tender and eloquent terms, 
for the diatreaaea of a brother, yet let us be ready to 
extend the hand of relief, 88 far 88 our circumstances 
will admit, to misfortunes of every kind, wherever, they 
meet ua. 

But money is not the only thing the unfortunate stand 
in need of; compaaaion points out many resources, to 
those who are not rich, for th~ relief of the indigent ; 
auoo aa con1:0lation, advice, protection, &c. The di&­
treued often stand in need only of a tongue to make 
known their complaints: they often want no more than 
• word which tliey cannot speak, a reason they are 
ashamed to give, or entrance at the door of a great man, 
which they cannot obtain. 

Therefore, whilst you are in plenty, regaling and 
enjoying the bleuings sent you by a beneficent Parent 
of the universe, you will not be deaf to the pathetic 
voice of compasaion, or divest yourselves of benevolent 
thoughts and social affections ; you will not shut out 
from your minds the calamities of diatreBBed brethren, to 
whom a morsel of bread is wanting; nor forget your 
obligations as men, your obligations as Masons, to relieve 
them. ' 

• When you have afforded the children of misfortune 
such consolation as prudence directe, you will enjoy the 
pleasures presented to you with greater relish: I say aa 
prudence directs; for you are not under such obligations 
to liberality that nothing will 'excuse you from it: 
Masonry teaches you that charity must be preceded by 
justice; and unless a distret~~ed brother's calamities call 
for instant alllistance, when humanity prompts you to 
beltow bounties, or when others call upon you so to do, 
you must not be unmindful of those whom Nature h&R 
more immediately connected to you. 

If you cannot bestow ahns on the necelllitous, you 
may recommend them to those who can; you may drop 
a tear over their misfortunes, and in something or other 
be serviceable to them, and in whatever way you can, 
contribute your mite. Charity with'pleasure will accept 
of it; she will consider the principles by which you 
were inft:q.enced, and if· these were proper, she will tell 
you you have done your duty, that you h ve her applause, 

1£ 
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and that, in due time, you will plenteously gather the 
happy fruits of your benevolence. 

The man who loves his fellow-creatures, who symprr 
thiaes in their miseries, and who anxiously wishes it Wll 
in his power to relieve them, tholl$'h hia circ1lll18t&Dcel 
allow him to give no pecuniary as818tance, is very chari­
table: for gifts and aims are the expreuiona, not the 
essence of this virtue. A man may bestow great B1lDll 

on the poor and indigent without being charitable; and 
may be charitable when he is not able tip bestow any 
thing. Charity, therefore, is a habit of good-will or 
benevolence in the soul, which disposes us to the love, 
&ISiBtanoe, and relief of ma.nki.nd, especially of thoee 
who stand in need of it. 

By inspiring gladneu into a heart oppressed with 
. want, you receive the most rapturous, the most durable 

pleasure, of which the heart is eapable; and so far u 
you are thoroughly sensible of the satisfaction which 
arises from doing good, and that the beet way of enlarg­
ing human happiness is by communieating 1t to othen, 
10 truly are lou .Masons; and as such you will alwaya 
have a tear o tendemeu ready to shed over the untOrtu­
:aate, and be ever ready to -do them kind offices; yoar 
hands will never be shut when benevolence oomma.ndl 
them to be opened; and when a collection is fo be made 
for charitable purposes, you will cheerfully throw in 
your mite to increase it. 

Whatever collection is now made, you may be uamed 
will be religiously a.Ppropriated for the purp011e1 for 
which you design it; mdustrious, but unfortunate breth­
ren, and not the idle and dissolute, will be partaken 
of it; some part of it will go to the dwellings of poverty 
and disease, there to procure bread for the hungry, and 
m~dicines for the sick; and aome part of it will iejoiee 
the hearts of the aged. 

c . 
.Al'f ADDJLBSS TO A BODY OP PB.BB AND AOCBPTBD JI.UOXS. 

The chief pleasures of society, viz., good convel'B&tiou, 
and the consequent im.Provementa, are rightly presumed, 
brethren, to be the pnncipal mo~ive of our first entering 
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into, and then aC propagating oUr Craft; wherein th01e 
advantages, I am oofd to say., may be better met with 
than in any society now in being; provided we are not 
wanting to oW'IIelves, and will but consider, that the 
bam of our Order is indissoluble friendship, and the 
cement of it, uuanimity and brotherly love. . 

That these may always subsist in this society is the 
Bincere desire of every worthy brother; and tl•t they 
may do so in full perfection here, give me leave to lay 
before you a few observations, wherein are pointed out 
those things which are the most likely to discompose the 
harmony of conversation, especially when it turns upon 
controverted points. It is, brethren, a very delicate 
thing to interest one's self in a, dispute, and yet. preserve 
the decorum due to the occasion. To 1111ist us a little 
in this matter is the subject of what I have at present to 
ofFer to your consideration; and I doubt not but the bare 
mention of what may be disagreeable in any kind of 
debate, will be heedfully avoided by a ]?ody of men 
united by the bonds of brotherhood, and under the 
strictest ties of mutual love and forbearance. 

By the outward dem~&Dour it is th:at the inward civility 
of the mind is generally expresaed; the manner and cir­
cumstances of which, being much governed and influenced 
by the fashion and usage of the place where we live, 
must, in the rule and practice of it, be learned by obser­
vation, and the carriage of those who are allowed to be 
polite and well-bred. But the more eSBential part of 
civility lies deeper than the outside, and is that general 
good-will, that decent regard, and personal esteem, for 
every man, which makes us cautious of showing in our 
carnage towards him, any contempt, disrespect or neglect. 
It is a disposition that makes us ready on all occasion• 
to express, according to the usual way_ and fashion of 
address, a respect, a value, and esteem for him, suitable 
to his rank, quality, and copdition in life. It is, in a 
word, a disposition of the mind. visible in the carriage, 
whereby a man endeavours to shun making another uneuJ 
in his company. 

For the better avoiding of which, in these our conven­
tions, sufFer me, brethren, to point out to you four 
things, directly contrary to this the most proper and moat 
acceptable conveyance of the aocial virtues; from aome 

• 
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GDe of which i.Dcirility will generally be found to have 
its rise; and, of C0118ef1Uenoe, that discord and want of 
harmony in convenation are too fre41uently io be observed. 

The first of theae i. a natural roughness, which makea 
• maa unpleaaant to othen; 10 that he retains no defe­
rence, nor has any reg&nl to the inclioatipns, temper, or 
condition of thoee he converses with. It is the certain 
mark ai a clown, not to mind what either pleaaes or 
oft'encls those he is engaged with. And yet, one may 
eometimes meet with a man, in clean and fashionable 
clothes, giving &Jl absolute, unbounded swing to his own 
blUDour herein, anti suft'ering it to jostle or overbeal' every 
thing that stands in its way, with a perfect indifference 
how people have reason to take it. This is a brutality 
every one seea and abhon. It is what no one C8ll 

approve, or be easy with; and, therefore, it finds no 
plaee with those who have any tincture of good-areed­

. mg; the end and design of which is to supple our n&tural 
attilhesa, ad to soften men's tempers, tbat they may 
bet;ad and accommodate themselvea to those with whom 
they have to do. 

Contempt is the second thing ineonaistent with sood­
breeding, and is entirely averse to it. And if this want 
of respect be diacovered, either in a man's looks, words, 
or gestures, come it from whom it will, it always brings 
uneasineBB and pain along with it; for nobody can con­
tentedly- bear to be alighted. 

A thud thing of the like nature is censoriousness, or a 
disposition to find fault with others. Men, whatever 
they are guilty of, would not ohooae to have their 
blemishes displayed and set i.D open view. Fa.ili.J181 
always carry some degree of Bhame with them; and the 
discovery, or even imputation of any defect, is not bome 
by them without uneasineBB. 

Raillery mut be confeased to be the moet refined 
way of exposing the faults of others; and, because jt is 
commonly done with some wit, in good hnguage, and 
eoterta.ina the company, people are apt to be led into a 
mistake, that where it keeps within fair bound&, there is 
·no incivility in it. The pleasantry of this aort of conver­
sation introduoe~ it often, therefore, among people of the 
better aort; and such talken, it muat be owned, we 
well heard, nd generally •pplauded by the Jaughw Gf 
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the atanden by: but it ought at the same time to be 
considered, that the entertainment of the company is ai 
the coat of the penon made the object of ridicule; who, 
therefore, cannot be without some uneaaine• on the 
occasion, unless the subject on which he ia rallied be 
matter of commendation ; in which case, the pleuant 
images which make the raillery carry with them praile 
as well as sport; and the rallied person, finding his 
account in it, may also take part in the divel'Bion. 

But in regard to the right management of eo nice 
a point, wherein the least slip may spoil all, is not 
everybody's talent, it is better that suCh as would be 
secure of not provoking others, should wholly abet&in 
from raillery, which, by a small mistake, or wrong turn, 
may leave upon the minds of those who are stung by it 
the luting memory of having been sharply, though 
wittily, taunted, for something censurable in tbem. 

Contradiction is also a kind of cenaoriousneas, wherein 
ill-breeding much too often shows itself. Complaisance 
does not require that we should admit of all the reason­
ings, or silently approve of all the acaounta of thinga 
that may be ventea in our hearin~. The opposing the 
ill-grounded opinions, and the rectifying the mistakes of 
others, is what truth and charity sometimes require of 
us ; nor does civility forbid it, so it be done with proper 
caution and due care of circumstances. But there are 
some men who aeem so perfectly JM)Baessed, as it were, 
with the spirit of contradiction and .P.reveraeness, that 
they steadily, and without regard either to right or 
wrong, oppose some one, and perhaps every of the com­
pany, in wnatsoever is advanced. This is so evident and 
ou~ous a degree of censuring, that none ean avoid. 
tbin1ung himself injured by it. 

All sort of opposition to what another m&n saya, is so 
apt to be suspected of cenaoriousneu, &nd is so seldom 
received without some sort of humiliation, that it ought 
to be made in the gentlest manner, and couched ill the 
softest expressions that can be found, and 10ch as, witk 
the whole deportment, may expre11 no forwardness to 
contradict. All po88ible marks of reepeet and ~ood-will 
ought to accompany it, that, whilst we gain tbe arp 
ment, we may not lose the good melinations of any that 
hear and nspeeially of tho~e that happen to di&r from u. 
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And here we ought not to pa88 by an ordinary but a 
very ~ fault, that ·frequently happens almost in 
every ai.Bpute; I mean that of interrupting othera while 
tlley are speaking. This ill a failing wlrich the membera 
of the beat regulated confraternities among ua have 
endeavoured to Fd against in the bye-laws of their 
respective sooietiea, and is what theW. person in tbe 
chair should principally regard, and see well put in 
execution. Yet, as it is an ill practice that prevails 
much in the world, and especially where less care is 
taken, it cannot be improper to offer a word or two 
against it here. 

There cannot be a greater rudeness than to interrupt: 
another in the current of his discourse ; for if it be not 
impertinence and folly to answer a man before we know 
what he hal to say, yet it is a plain declaration that we 
are wearr of hill discourse ; that we disregard what he 
B&yt, as JUdging it not fit to entertain the society with; 
and ia, in fact, little leas that a downright desiring tha' 
ourselves may have audience, who have something to 
produce better worth the attention of the company. AJ 
this is no ordinary degree of disrespect, it cannot bui 
give always very great offence. 

The fourth thing, brethren, that is against civility, 
and, therefore, apt to overset the harmony of convena­
tion, is captiousness. And it is so, not only because it 
often procfucea misbecoming and provoking expressions 
and benaviour in a part of the company, but because it 
ill a tacit accusation and a reptoaeh for something ill 
taken from those we are displeased with. Such an 
intimation, or even auspieion, must always be uneasy to 
aociety; and as one angry person is aufficient to dia­
compoBe a whole compan;r, l!o, for the most part, all 
mutual happineu and satisfaction ceases therein on any 
10ch jarring. This failing, therefore, should be ~arded 
againat with as much care as either the botsteroos 
ruatiei.ty and insinuated contempt, or the ill-natured 
~tion to censure, already considered and disallowed 
of. For aa peace, ease, and satisfaction, are what con­
stitute the pleasure, the happiness, and are the very 
aoul of conversation, if these be interrupted, the design 
of society is undermined; &nd, in that circumstance, 
bow should brotherly love continue? Certain it ia thai 
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unleu good or4er, decency, and tempet be prelt\rved by 
the individuals of society, confusion will be introduced, 
and a dissolution will naturally very quickly follow. 

What, therefore, remains is to remind the brethren, 
that Masons have ever been lovers of order. It is the 
business of their particular profeuion, to reduce all rude 

. matter to truth. Their aphoriBms recommend it; The 
number of their lights, and the declared end of their 
coming together, intimate the frame and disposition~~ 
mind wherewith they are to meet, and the manner of 
their behaviour when assembled . 
. Shall "it, then, ever be said, that those who by choice 

are distinguished from the e'fOBB of mankind, and who 
voluntarily have enrolled theu names in this most ancient 
and honourable society, are so far wanting to themselves 
and the Order they profess, as to neglect its rules Y Shall 
those, who are banded and cemented together by· the 
strictest ties of amity, omit the practice of forbearance 
and brotherly love Y Or shall the passions of those 
persons ever become ungovernable wno all8emble pur­
posely to subdue them Y 

We are, let it be considered, tbe successors of those 
who reared a structure to the honour of Almighty God, 
the Great Architect of the world,· which for wisdom, 
strength, and beauty, has never yet had any parallel. 
We are intimately related t~ those great and worthy 
spirits who have ever made it their business and their 
a1m to improve themselves and to infonn mankind. Let 
us, then, copy their examJ!le, that we may also hope to 
obtain, a share in their pr&lse. This cannot possibly be 
done in a scene of disorder ; pearls are never found but 
when the sea is calm, and silent water is generally 
deepest. 

It has been long, and still is, the giory and happiness 
of this society to have ita interest epoused by the great, 
the noble, and the honoured of the land : persons who 
after the e:umple of the wisest and grandest of kings, 
esteem it neither condescension nor dishonourable, to 
patronize and encourage the professors of the Craft. It 
ts our duty, in return, to do nothing inconsistent with 
this favour; and, being members of this body, it becomes 
ua to act in some degree suitable to the honour we 
receive from our illustrious Head. 
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If thia be done at our general meetings, every good and 
desirable end will the better be promoted among UL 

The Craft will have the advantage of being governed by 
good, wholesome, and dispasaionate laws; the busineaa 
o( the lodge will be amoothl;r and effectually carried on; 
your officen will eommun1cate their sentiments, and 
receive your opinions and advice with pleasure and satiJ­
faction; in a word, true Masonry will flourish; and thoae 
that are without will soon come to know that there are 
Dfore sa'bstantial pleasures to be found, as well as greater 
advantages to be reaped, in our society, orderly conduct-

• ed, than can po88ibly be met with. in any other bodies of 
men, how magnificent soever their pretensions may be. 
For none can be so amiable as that which promotes bro­
therly love, and fixes that as the grand cement of all our 
actions ; to the performance of which we are bound bv 
an obligation both solemn and awful, and that entered 
into by our own free and deliberate choice ; and, as it ill 
to direct our Hves and actions, it can never be too often 
repeated nor too frequently iDculcated. · 

D . 
.A.l'f A.DDRBSS .APTER. THE EX:PULSION OF A MEMBBB, WHO 

RAJ) BEEN BBPEATEDLY, BUT IN VAIN, .ADMONISHED 
FOB BACKBITING AND SLANDERING HIS BRBTB.llBN. 

BRBTHBBN,-As, in all numerous bodies and soeietiea 
· of men, some unworthy eharacten will ever be found, it 

can be no wonder that, notwithstanding the excellent 
principles and valuable precepts laid down and inculcated 
by our venerable institution, we have such· amongst us; 
men who, instead of being ornaments or useful members 
of our body, I am 110rry to say, are a shame and disgrace 
to it! 

These are sufficiently chara.eterized by a natural pro­
pensity to backbite and slander their brethren ; a vice 
truly detestable in all men, and more partieularlr. so in 
Free:masona, who, by the regulations of their institution, 
are ~pecially exhorted and enjoined " to speak as well 
of a brother when absent as present ; to del'end hi8 hon­
Oilr and reputation wherever attacked, &a far as truth and 
jultice will permit ; and, where they cannot reasonably 
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vindicate him, .tleaat to refrain ftom contributing to oon• 
demn him." 

But, alas ! re~ardl.e~a of their duty in general, and of 
these laudable mJunctiona in particular, we frequently 
find such men unduoualy employed in traducing the chat­
ractera of their brethren ; and, instead of rejoicing at their 
good fortune, pitying their· misfortunes, and apologiaing 
for their weakneaaea and erron, envying.their prosperity, 
and (unaffected by their advenity), with a secret and 
malicious pleasure ex})loring and publiahing their defects 
and failings ; like traaing-veBBels, ·they p&88 from place 
io place, receiving and diaehar~ng whatever calumny 
they can procure from others, or mvent themselvea. 

.As we have just now had a mortifying instance of the 
nece&~ary CODBequence of such base conduot, in the expul­
Jsion of one of our memben, permit me to deliver to you 
some sentiments of the great Archbishop Tillotson on the 
subject. He aaBigDB various causes of this evil, and also 
fu.rniahes directions, which, if adhered to, will greatly con­
tribute to prevent and remedy it. 

" If we consider the cau888 of this evil practice, we shall 
find one of the most common is ill-nature; and, by a gene­
ral mistake, ill-nature p&BSeth for wit, as cunning does 
for willflom ; though, in truth, they are as different aa 
vice and virtue. 

"There is no greater evidence of the bad temper of 
mankind than their ;pronen8811 to evil-speaking. For 1 out 
of the abundance ot the heart the mouth speak.eth,' and 
therefore we commonly incline to the censorious and 
uncharitable side. 

"The good spoken of others we easily forget, or seldom 
mention; but the evil lies uppermost in our memories, 
and is ready to be published on all occasions; nay, what 
is more ill-natured and unjust, tho~gh many times we do 
not believe it ourselves, we tell it to others, and venture 
it to be believed aooording to the .charity of those to whom 
it is told. . 

" Another cause of the frequency of thia vice is, that 
many are so bad themselvea. For to think. and apeak ill 
of others is not only a bad thing, but a sign of a b&d man. 
When men are bad themselves, they are glad of any op­
portunity to ceniJUI'e others, and endeavour to briJ18 thin~ 
to a level, hoping it will be aome justificaaon of thell' 
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own faults if they oan but make others appear equally 
"lt • 

~' A third cause of evil-speaking is malice and revenge. 
When we are blinded bf our passion• we do not conlider 
what is true, but what 11 mfaChievoua ; we care not whe­
ther the evil we speak be true or not: nay, many are 10 
baee as to invent and raise false reports, on purpoae to 
blast the reputations of thoae by whom they tfrink them­
selves injured. 

" A fourth cause of this vice is envy. Men look with 
an evil eye upon the good that is in others, and do wh&1i 
they can to discredit their commendable qualities; think­
ing their own character lessened ~y them, they greedily 
entertain, and industriously publish, what may raiae 
themselves upon the ruina of other men's reputationL 

" A fifth cause of evil-speaking is impertinence and 
curiosity ; an itch of talking of affairs which do not eon­
cem ua. Some love to mingle themsel:ves in all business, 
and are loath to seem ignorant of such important news u 
the fault. and folliea of men ; therefore, with great care, 
they pick up ill stories to entertain the next eomp&DI 
they meet, not perhaps out of malice, but for want of 
BGmething better to talk of. 

"Lastly, many do this out of wantonness, and for diver­
sion; so little do they consider a man's re..Putation u too 
great and tender a concern to be jested wtth ; and that a 
slanderous tongue bites like a serpent,. and cuts like a 
sword. What can be so barbarous, next to sporting with 
a man's life, a.s to play with his honour and good name, 
which to some is better than life Y Such, and so bad, are 
the causes of this vice. 

" If we consider its pernicious efFects we shall find that, 
to such as are slandered, it is a great injury, commonly a 
hi~h provocation, but always matter of grief. It is oer­
tainly a great injury; and, if the evil wnich we say of 
them be not true, it is an injury beyond reparation. It 
is an injury that descends to a man's children ; beeaoae 
the good or ill name of the father is derived down to 
them, and many times the best thing he baa to leave them 
is an unblemished virtue. And do we make no conscience 
to rob his innocent children of the best part of his small 
patrimeny, &nd of all the kindnell86ll thai would have beea 
done them for their father'• sake, if hia reputation had 
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not been undeeervedly stained Y Ia it no crime, by the 
breath of our mouth, at once to blaat a man's reputation, 
and to roin his children, perhaps to all poaterity Y Can 
we jest with 110 serious a matterY an injury 110. very bard 
to be repented of as it ought ; because m such a cue, no 
repentance will be acceptable without reatitution, if in 
our power. 

" Even auppoaing the matter of the slander true, yet 
no man's reputation ill considerably injured, though never 
10 deservedly, without great hurt to him; and it is odds 
but the charge, by passing through IM'er&l hands, is 
aggravated beyond ttuth, every one being apt to add 
something to it. · • 

"Besides the injury, it is commonly a high provoca­
tion ; the consequence of which may be dangerous and 
desperate quarrels. One way or other the injured l?eraon 
will hear of it, and will take the first opportumty to 
revenge it. At beat it is always a matter of grief to the 
person that is defamed; and Christianity,· wliich is the 
best-natured institution in the world, forbids us to do 
those things whereby we may grieve one another. 

"A man's character is a tender thing, lind a wound 
there sinks deep into the spirit even of a wise and good 
man ; and the more innocent any man is in this respec,, 
the more sensible he is of this uncharitable treatment; 
because he never treats others so, nor is be conscious to 
himself that he has deserved it. To ourselves the conse­
quences of this vice are as bad or worse. He that acc'lll­
toms himself to speak evil of others gives a bad character 
to himself, even to those whom he desires to please, who, 
if they be wise, will conclude that he speaks of them to 
others as he does of others to them. 

"And this practice ef evil-speaking may be inconvenient 
many other ways. For who knows in the chance of 
things, and the mutability of human aft'airs, whose kind­
neu he may stand in need of before he dies Y So that 
did a man only consult his own safety and quiet he oughi 
to refrain from evil-&Jteaking. 

"How cheap a kinonesa it ia to speak well, at least not 
to speak ill, of others. A good word is an easy obliga­
tion; but not to speak ill req_uires only our silence. Some 
instances of charitJ are cbantable ; but, were a man ever 
10 covetou, he mtght aft'ord ano~er his good word ; at 
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leut, he mightre frain from speaking ill of him, especi­
ally if it be considered how Clear many have paid Tor a 
alanderoua and reproachful word. 

"No quaility ordinarily recommends one more to the 
favour of men than to be free from this vice. Sueh a 
man1a friendship every one desires ; and, next to piety 
and righteouaneaa, nothing is thought a greater com­
mendation than that he wa' never, or very rarely, heard 
to apeak ill of any. Let every man lay his hand upon 
his heart and consider how hiDUielf is apt to be aft"eeted 
with this usa.ge. Nothing, sure, ia more equal and 
reuonable than that known rule, what thou wouldat 
have no man do to thee, that do thou to no man. 

"The following directions, if duly observed, will 
greatly contribute to the prevention and cure of this 
great evil. Never say any evil of &nother but what you 
certainly know. Whenever you positively aceuse a man 
of any crime, though it be in private and among friends, 
apeak aa if you were upon your oath, because God sees 
and hears you. This, not only charity, but justice 
demands of us. He that easily credits a falae report ia 
almost aa culpable as the first inventor of it. Therefore 
never apeak evil of any upon common fame, which, for 
the most part, is false, but almost always uncertain. 

" Before you speak evil of another, consider whether 
he has not obligeo you by some real kindness, and then 
it ia a bad turn to speak ill of him that bas done you 
good. Consider, also, whether you may not come her&­
after to be acquainted with him, related to him, or in 
want of his favour, whom you have thus injured, and 
whether it may not be in his power to revenge a spiteful 
and needless word by a shrewd tum. So that if a man 
made no conscience of ·hurting others, yet he should, in 
prudence, have some consideration of himself. 

" Let us accustom ourselves to be truly sorry for the 
faults of men, and then we shall take no .Pleasure in 
publishing them. Common humanity reqmres this of 
us, oonsidering the great infirmities of our nature, and 
that we are also liable to be tempted ; considering like­
wise how severe a punishment every crime ia to itself, 
how terribly it exposes a man to the wrath of God, both 
here and hereafter. 

" Whenever we hear any man evil spoken of, if we 
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have heard any good of him, let us say that. It is 
always more humane and more honourable to vindicate 
others th~ to accuse them. Were ii necessary that a 
man should be evil spoken of, his good and bad qualities 
should be represented together, otherwise he may be 
1trangely migepresented, and an indifFerent man may be 

. made a monster. 
" They that will observe nothing in a wise man but 

his oversights and follies ; nothing in a good man but 
his failings and infirmities, may render both ·despicable. 
Should we heap together all the passionate speeChes, all 
the imprudent actions of the best man, and. present them 
&11 at one view--concealing his virtues-be, in this dis­
guise, would look like a madman or fury; and yet, if his 
life were fairly represented in the manner it was led, he 
would appear to all the world to be an amiable and 
excellent person. But how numerous soever any man's 
ill qualities are, it is but just that he should have due 
priUie for his few real virtues. 

"That you may not speak ill, do not delight in hearing 
it of any. Give no countenance to busybodies: if you 
cannot decently reprove them because of their quality, 
divert the discourse some other way, or, by seeming not 
to mind it, signify that you do· not like it. Let every 
man mind his own duty and concern. Do but in good 
earnest endeavour to mend yourself, and it will be work 
enough, and leave you little time to talk of others." 

In the foregoing sentiments, the backbiter and slan­
derer may see himself fully represented, as in a true 
mirror; and, detestable as the spectacle naturally appears, 
muoh moJe so does it seem when masonically examined. 

• May all such, therefore, contemplate the nature and 
consequences of this abomiRable vice ; and that they 
may still become worthy men and Masons, let them 
constantly pray with the royal Psalmist, " Set a watch, 
0 Lord ! before my mouth, keep thou the door of my 
lips;" being assured, for their encouragement, that " He 
wno backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doth evil to his 
neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against his neigh­
bour, shall abide in the Tabernacle of the Lord, and shall 
dwell in his holy hiil." 
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A OBABGB DBLIVBB.BD BY TBB WORSHIPJ'UL MA.STBB. Olf 
B.BSIGNING TBB CHA..IB.. 

WoaTBY BB.BTHB.BN,-Providence havi~ placed me 
in such a sphere in life as to afford me but httle time for 
speculation, I cannot pretend to have made mankind my 
particular study, yet this 1 have observed, that curiosity 
Is one of the most prevailing paBBions in the human 
breast. The mind of man is kept in a perpetual thirst 
after knowledge, nor can he bear to be ignorant of what 
he thinka others know. Any thing secret or new 
immediately excites an uneasy sensation, and becomea 
the proper fuel of curiosity, which will be found stronger 
or weaker in proportion to the op:portunities that indi­
viduals have for 1ndulging it. It 11 observable further 
that, when this passion is excited and not instantly 
gratified, instead of waiting for better intelligence, and 
using the proper means of removin~ the darkness thai 
envelopes the object of it, we preCipitately form ideu 
which are generally in the extremes. If the object 
promotes pleasure or advantage, we then load it with 
commendations; if it appears in the opposite view, or 
if we are igtlorant of it, we then absurdly as well u 
disingenuously condemn, and pretend, at least, to deapiae 
it. This, my brethren, has been the fate of the most 
valuable institution in the world, Christianity excepted 
-1 mean Freemasonry. Those who are acquainted 
with the nature and design of it, cannot, if they have 
good hearts, but admire and espouse it: and if those 
who are in the dark, or whose minds are disposed 1"4 
evil, should slight or speak disrespectfully or it, it is 
certainly no disgrace. When order shall produce 
confusion, when harmony shall give rise to discord, and 
proportion shall be the source of irregularity, then, and 
not till then, will Freemasonry be unworthy the patron­
age of the great, the wise, and the good. 

To love as brethren, to be ready to communicate, 1"4 
speak truth one to another, are the dictates of reason 
and revelation; and you know that they are likewise the 
foundation, the constituent parts of Freemasonry. 

None, therefore, who believe the divine original of the 
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Sacred Volume, and are influenced by a apirit of humaaity, 
friendship, and benevolence, can with tlie least propriety 
object to our ancient and venerable institution. 

For my own part, ever since I have had the honour to 
be enrolled in the list of Masons, as I knew it was my 
duty, so I have made it my business, to become acquainted 
with the principles on which our glorious superstructure 
ia foundeCI. And, like the miner, the farther t have 
advanced the richer hu been my discovery; and the 
treasure, constantly opening to my view, has proved a 
full and satisfactory reward of all my labours. 

By the rules of this lodge, I am now to resign the 
chair. But I cannot do this with en(ire satisfaction until 
I have testified the grateful sense I feel of the honour I 
received in being advanced to it. 

Your generous and unanimous choice of me for your 
Master demands my thankful acknowledgments, though, 
at the same time, I sincerely wish that my abilities had 
been more adequate to the charge which your kind 
partiality elected me to. But this has always been, and 
still is, my greatest consolation, that, however aeficient 
I may have been in the discharge of my duty, no one 
can boast a heart more devoted to the good of, the insti­
tution in general, and the reputation of this lodge in 
particular. 

Though I am apprehensive I have already trespassed 
on your patience, yet, if I might be indulged, I would 
humbly lay before you a few reflections, adapted to the 
businel8 of the day, which, being the effusions of a heart 
truly masonic, will, it is hoped, be received with candour 
by you. , 
· Every association of men, as well as this of Freemasons 
must, fOr the sake of order and harmony, be regulated by 
certain laws, and, for that purpose, proper officers must 
be appointed, and empowered to carry those laws into 
execution, to prese"e' a degree of uniformity, at least to 
restrain any irregularity that might render such associa­
gons inconsistent. For we may as reasonably suppose 
an army may be duly disciplined, well providecf, and 
properly conducted, without generals and other officers, 
as that a society can be supl!orted without governon 
and their subalterns; ·or, wmch is the same, without 
10me form of gover.-ent to answer the end of the 
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inaiitution. .And, u lllCh an ~ment mOlt be 
reYered, it becomes a neceaaary requwte ihat a iemper 
should be discoverea in the eeveral members adapted to 
the respective statioDB they are to fill. 

Thia thought will suggest to you, that those who are 
qualified to preside aa officers in a lodge, will not be 
elated with that honour, but, losing sight of it, will have 
o11.ly tn view the service their office demands. Their 
reproofa will be dictated by friendship, softened b;r can­
dour, and enforced with mildneu and affection; m the 
whole of their deportment they will preserve a degree of 
dignity, temJ,>ered with affability and ease. ThiS con­
duct, while 1t endears them to others, will not fail to 
raise their own reputation; and u envy should not be so 
much 88 once named among Freem&BOns, it will effectu­
ally prevent the growth of it, should it. unfortunately 
ever appear. 

Such-is the nature of our CODBtitution, that as some 
mUBt of neceBBity rule and teach, so others muat of coune 
learn to obey; humility, therefore, in both, becomes an 
essential duty; for pride and ambition, like a worm at 
the root of a tree, will prey on the vitals of our peace. 
harmqny, and brotherly love. · 

Had not this excellent temper prevailed when tbe 
foundation of Solomon's Temple W&B first laid, it is easy 
to see that that glorious edifice would never have risen 
to a height of splendour which &Btooiahed the world. 

Had all employed in this work been m&Bters or super­
!ntendants, who must have prepared the timber in the 
forest, or hewn the stone in the quarry? Yet, thouglr 
thev were numbered and cl888ed under different denomi­
nations, as princes, rulers, provosts, comforters of the 
people, stone-squarer&, sculptors, &c.~ such wu their 
unanimity, that they seemed actuated by one spirit, 
influenced by one principle. 

Merit alone, then, entitled to preferment; an indisput­
able instance of which we have in the Deputy Grand 
M&Bter of that great undertaking, who, without either 
wealth or power, or any other distinction than that of 
being the widow's son, W&B appointed by the Grand 
M&Bter, and approved by the people for this single reason 
-because he w&B a skilful artificer. 

Let these considerationa, my worthy brethren, animate 
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us in the pliiSOita of 10 noble a science, that we may all 
be qualified to fill, in rotation, the most distinguished 
places in the ledge, and keep the honours of the Craft, 
which are the just rewards of our labour, in a regular 
circulation; 

· And, as none are leH qualified to govern than those 
who have not learned to obey, permit me, in the warmest 
manner, to recommend to you all a constant attendance 
in this place, a due obedience to the laws of our institu­
tion, and a respeetful submission to the direction of your 
officers, that you may prove to mankind the propriety 
of your election, and secure the establishment ol' this 
society to the latest posterity. 

F. 
A SHORT CHARGE DELIVEKBD TO THE MASTER, ON BKING 

INVESTED AND INSTALLED. 

Wo:asmPPUL Sxa,-By the unanimo11s voice of the 
members of this lod~e, you are eleeted to the mutership 
thereof for the enswng ha1f-year ; and I have the happi­
ness of being deputed to invest you with this ensign of 
your office : be it ever in your thoughts that the ancients 
particularly held this symbol to be a. just, a striking 
emblem of the Divinity. They said the gods, who are 
the authors of every thing esta.bhshed in wisdom, strength, 
and beauty, were properly represented by this figure. 
Mar you, worthy brother, not only consider it a mark of 
honour in this assembly, but also let it ever remind you 
of your duty both to God and man. And, as you profess 
the Sacred Volume to be your spiritual tressel-board, 
may you make it your particular care to square your life 
and conversation according to the rules and designs laid 
down therein. 

You have been of too long standing, and are too good 
a member of our community, to require now any infor­
mation in the duty of your office. What you have seaa 
praiseworthy in others, we doubt not, you will imitate; 
and what you have seen defective, you will in youmelf 
amend. . 

We have, therefore, the greatett reason to expect you 
will be constant and regular in your attendance on the 

13 
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lodge, faithful and diligent in the discharge of your duty, 
and that yon will make the honour of the Supreme 
Architect of the Universe, and the good of the Craft, 
chief objecta of your regard. 

We likewise trust yon will pay a punctual attertion 
to the laws and regulations of this society, as more par­
ticnl&rly becoming your present station; and that you 
will, at the same time, require a due obedience to them 
from every other member, well knowing that, without 
this, the best of laws become useless. 

For a pattern of imitation, consider the great luminary 
of Nature, which, ris~ in the east, regularly diffuse~ 
light and lustre to all wtthin its circle. In like manner 
it is your province, with due decorum, to spread and 
communicate light and instruction to the brethren in the 
lodge. 

From the knowledge we already have of your zeal 
and abilities, we rest aBSured you will discharge the 
duties of this important station in such a manner as will 
redound greatly to the honour of yourself, as well as of 
those members over whom you are elected to preside. 

G. 

AN ADDRESS TO THB LODGB 1 IMMEDIATELY A.FTBR TRB 

INVESTITURE AND INSTALMENT OF THE OFFICERS. 

BuTHRBN,-1 flatter myself there is no Mason of my 
acquaintance insensible of the sinoere regard I ever had, 
and hope ever to retain, for our venerable institution; 
certain 1 am if this establishment should ever be held in 
little esteem by the members, it must be owi~ to the 
want of a due sense of the excellence of its pnnci:(»les, 
and the salutary laws and social duties on which 1t ia 
founded. 

But sometimes mere curiosity, views of self-interest, 
or a gyoundless presumption, that the principal businesa 
of the lodge is mirth and entertainment, have induced 
men of loose principles and discordant tempers to procure 
admiBSion into our community; this, together with an 
unpardonable inattention of those who proposed them, 
to their lives and conversations, have constantly occa­
aioned great discredit and uneasiness to the Craft; such 
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peraona being no ways qualified for a society founded 
upon wisdom, and cemented by ·morality and Christian 
love. . 

Therefore, let it be your peculiar care to pay strict 
attention to the merit and character of those who, from 
among the circle of your acquaintance, may be desirous 
of becoming members of our society, lest, through your 
inadvertency, the unworthy part of mankind should find 
means to introduce themselves among you, whereby yo\l 
will discourage the reputable and worthy. 

Self-love is a reigning principle in all men ; and there 
is not a more effectual method of ingratiatin~ ourselves 
with each ot'l\er than by mutual complaisance and 
respect; by agreement with each other in judgment and 
practice. This makes society pleasing, and friendship 
d.urable; which can never be the case when men's prin­
ciples and dispositions are opposite and . not adapted. for 
unity. We must be moved by the same paslri~ns, 
governed by the same inclinations, and moulded by the 
same morals, before we can please or be pleased in soci­
ety. No community or place can make a man happy, 
who is not furnished with a temper of mind to reftsh 
felicity. The wise and royal Grand Master, Solomon, 
tells us, and experience confirms it, "that the light is 
sweet, and a pleasant thing it is to behold the sun." Yet, 
for this pleasure, we are wholly indebted to that aston­
ishing piece of heavenly workmanship, the eye, and the 
several organs of sight. Let the eye be distempered, 
and all objects, which, though they remain the same in 
themselves, to us lose their beauty and ·lustre; let the 
eye be totally destroyed, then the sense 'which depends 
upon it is lost also, and the whole body is full of dark­
ness. So is it with that Mason who bas not a frame and 
temper of mind adapted to our institiltion, without which 
the blended allurements of pleasure and instruction to 
be found in the lodge must become tasteless and of no 
effect. Likewise, let his conduct and circumstances in • 
life be such as may not have the least tendency to di-
minish the credit of the society; and be ye ever disposed 
to honour good men for their virtues, and wise men for 
their knowledge: good men for propagating virtue and 
religion all over the world, and wise men for encouraging 
arts and sciences, and diffusing them from east to west, 
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and between north IUld south ; rejecting all who are not 
of good repute, sound morals, and competent under­
standing. Hence you will deriYe honour and happinee~ 
to youraelves, and drink deeply of. those streams of 
felicity which the unenlightened can never be indulged 
with a taate of. 

For, by these means, exceu and irregularity muat be 
strangers·' within your walls. On sobrietr your plea­
lmre depends, on regularity your reputation ; and not 
your reputation only, but the reputation of the whole 
body. 

These general cautions, if duly attended to, will con­
tinually evince your wisdom by their effects; for it is 
knowa by experience that nothmg contributes more ro 
the dissolution of a lodge than too great a number of 
members indiscriminately made; want of regulation in 
their expenses, and kee.{lmg unseasonable ho,urs. 

To guard against thlB fatal consequence we shall do 
well to cultivate the following virtues, viz., prudence, 
temperance, and frugality; virtues which are the best 
and properest supports of' every community. 

Prudence is the queen and guide of all other virtues, 
the ornament Of our actions, the square and rule of our 
affairs. It is the knowledge and choice of those things 
we must either apfrove or reject; and implies to consult 
and deliberate wel , to judge and resolve. well, to conduct 
and execute well. 

Temperance consists in the government of our appe­
tites and affections, so to use the good things of this life 
as not to abuse them ; either by a sordid and ungrateful 
parsimony on the one hand, or a profuse and prodigal 
1ndulgence to excess on the other. This virtue bas many 
powerful arguments in itJ!I favour; for, as we value our 
health, wealth, reputation, family, and friends, our char­
acters as men, as Christians, aa members of aociety in 
general, and aa Freemasons in particular, all conspire to 
call on us for the exercise of this virtue; in short, it 
comprehends a strict observance of the Apostle's exhor­
tation, " be ye temperate in all things;" not only avoid­
ing what is 1n itself improper, but a.leo whatever bas the 
least or most remote appearance of impropriety, that the 
tongue of the •landerer may be struck. dumb, and ma­
levolence di~rmed of its sting. 
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Frugality, the natural associate of prudence and tem­
perance, is what the meanest station neceuarily calls for, 
and the most exalted cannot dispense with. It is abao­
lutely requisite in all stations; 1t is highly necessary to 
the supporting of every desirable character, to the 
establishment of every society, to the interest of every 
individual in the community. It is a moral, it is & 

Christian virtue. It implies the strict observation of 
.decorum in the seasons of relaxation, and of every 
enjoyment; and is that temper of mind which is dis­
posed to employ every acquisition only to the glory of 
the Giver, our own happiness,. and that of our fellow­
creatures. 

If we fail not in the exercise of these virtues (which 
are essential supports of every lodge of Free and Accep­
ted Masons), they will effectually secure us from those 
unconstitut10nal practices which have proved so fatal to 
this society. For prudence will discover the absurdity 
and folly of expectmg true harmony, without due atten­
tion to the choice of our members. Temperance will 
check every appearance of excess, and fix rational limits 
to our hours of enjoyment; and frugality will proscribe 
extravagance, and keep our expenses within proper 
bounds. 

The Lacedremonians had a law among them that every 
one should serve the gods with 88 little expense as he 
could, herein differing from all other Grecians; a.nd 
Lycurgus, being asked for what reason he made this 
institution so disagreeable to the sentiments of all other 
men Y answered, lest the service of the gods should at 
any time be intermitted ; for .he feared if religion should 
be as expensive there as in other parts of Greece, it 
might some time or other happen that the divine wor­
ship, out of the covetousness of some, and the poverty 
of others, would be neglected. This observation will 
hold equally good with respect to Masons, and will, I 
hope, by them be properly applied. 

I would not be understood here to mean that, becaUJe 
these three moral virtues are particularly pointed out 88 

eseentially necessary to the good discipline and support 
of a lodge, nothing more is required ; for social must be 
united with moral excellences. Were a man to be 
merely prudent, temperate and frugal, and yet be negli-
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gent of the duties of humanity, sincerity, generosity, &e., 
he would be at most but a useless, if not a worthlea, 
member of society, and a much worse Mason. 

In the next place, permit me to remind you that a doe 
attendance on the lOdge for your own improvement, 
and the reputation of Masonry in general, is absolutely 
nece88&ry. For your own improvement; because the 
advantages naturally resulting from the practice of the 
principles therein taught, are the highest ornaments of 
human nature; and for the credit of the community, 
because it is your indispensable duty to support such a 
character in life as is there enjoined. The prevalency of 
good example is great, and no language is so expressive 
as a consistent life and conversation. These, once for­
feited in a masonic character, will diminish a man, not 
only in the esteem of persons of sense, learning, and 
probity, but even men of inferior qualities will seldom 
fail of making a proper distinction. 

You are well acquainted, that the envious and censo­
rious are ever disposed to form their judgments of man­
kind according to their conduct in public life. So when 
the members of our society desert their body, or discover 
any inconsistency in their practice with their profession, 
they contribute to bring an odium on a profession which 
it is the duty of every member highly to honour. Indeed, 
instances of the conduct here decried I own ·are very rare, 
and I might say, as often· as they do happen, tend still 
more· to discover the malignity of our adversaries than to 
reftect on ourselves. For with what ill-nature are such 
suggestions framed? How weak must it appear in the 
eye of discernment to consemn a whole society for the 
irregularity of a few individuals.1 

But to return to my argument. One great cause of 
absenting ourselves from the lodge I apprehend to be this, 
the want of that grand fundamental :principle, brotherly 
love! Did we properly cultivate thul Christian virtue, 
we should think ourselves the happiest when assembled 
together.· On unity in affection unity in government sub-

1 Though there should be Freemasons who coolly, and without agi· 
tati.on of mind, seem to have divested themaelves of all a.fl'eetion ~o~~d 
esteem for the Craft, we only see thereby the eft'eota of an uquilitP 
111d inveterate depravation ; for the principle is almost always pre· 
aerved, tln1ugh its efFects seem to be totally lost. 
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aists; for whatever draws men into societies, it is that 
only can cement them. 

Let us recollect that love is the first and greatest com­
mandment. All the others are summarily comprehended 
in this. It is the fulfilling of the law, and a necessary 
qualifica+.ion for the celestial lodge, where the Supreme 
Architect of the universe presides, who is love. Faith, 
Hope, and Charity, are three principal graces, by which 
we must be guided thither; of which charity or univer­
sal love is the chief. When faith shall be swallowed up 
in vision, and hope in enjoyment, then true charity or 
brotherly love will shine with the brightest lustre to all 
eternity. 

On the other hand, envy, pride, censoriousness, malice, 
revenge, and discord, are the productions of a diabolical 
disposition. These are epidemical disorders of the mind, 
and if not seasonably corrected and suppressed, will prov~ 
very pernicious to particular commumtles, and ~ore espe­
cially to such an establishment as ours. 

Now there is nothing so diametrically opposite to them, 
and so powerful an antidote against them, as charity or 
brotherly love. For instance, are we tempted to envy ? 
Charity guards the mind against it; charity envieth not. 
Are we tempted by pride? Charity vaunteth not itself­
is not puffed up. Where this virtue is predominJnt, 
humility is both its companion and its dehght; for the 
charitable man puts on bowels of mercy, kindness, aud 
lowliness of mind. It is a certain remedy likewise againat 
all censoriopsness; charity thinketh no evil,_ but believ­
eth all things, hopeth all things, will ever incline us to 
believe and hope the best, especially of a brother. 

Therefore let a constant exercise of this Christian vir­
tue, so essential to our/resent and future happiness, prove 
our esteem for it; an , by its influence on our l.ivea and 
actions, testify to the world the cultivation of it amongst 
us, that they who think or speak evil of us may be there­
by confounded and put to open shame. And as it was & 
proverbial expression among the enemies of Christianity 
m its infimcy, " See how these Christians love one ano­
ther," may the same, with equal propriety, be said of 
Freemasons: this will convince the scoffer and slanderer 
that we are lovers of Him who said, " If ye love me, keep 
my commandments;" and "this is my commandment, 
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that ye'Iove one another aa I have loved you." Thil 
will prove to our enemies, that a good Mason is a good 
man and a good Christian, and afford ouraelves the great­
eat comfort here, by giving us a well-grounded hope of 
admittance into the 1odge of everlaating felicitv here­
after. 

H. 
AN OBA.TION DBLIVBRBD AT THB DBDICA.TION OF A. NEW 

FRBBMA.SONS' BALLo 

Right Wo111hipful Grand Master, and ye, my much­
esteemed Brethren,-The appearance of so numerous and 
respectable an audience, ana the infrequency of the occa­
sion upon which it is 888embled, induce me, before our 
ceremony commences, to say something of our art itself. 
a task the more pleasing as nothing can be truly said,­
notwithstanding the ridiculous surmises of the ignorant 
and uninformed,-but what must redound to her honour; 
for being born of Virtue, like her amiable parent, she need 
to be seen only, and she will raise our admiration : to be 
known, and she will claim our respect. 

The antiquity, extensiveness, and utility of Masonry, 
are topics too curious for so incompetent a speaker, and 
too copious for so short a moment as the present oppor­
tunity affords. You will suffer me, therefore, to waive 
these points; and 88 we derive the origin of our Craft­
toougb coeval with the Creation1-more immediately 
from the building of Solomon's Temple, to moralize some 
circumstanees attending it, which I am persuaded will not 
appear unsuitable to the occasion of our present conven-

. t1on. 
We are told by the Jewish historian, 2 that, "the founda­

tion of Solomon's Temple was laid prodigiously deep; and 
the stones were not only of the largest size, but hard and 
finn enough to endure all weathers; mortised one into 
another, and wedged into the rock." What a happy 
deaoription is this of our mystical fabric, the foundation 
ofwhtch is laid in truth, virtue, and charity. Charity, like 

I 8ee ProYerbt vii. , 22-3(), 
1 Joeephua,-the tnmalation of which by L'Estrange ia generaJly 

quoted, exoept where it is particlllarly faulty. 
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tbe patriarch's ladder, has ita foot placed upoa the earth 
.and the top reacheth unto heaven ; and behold the angels 
of God ascending and descending on it !~o deep and 
large is our eternal basis ; and the supel'Btructure, which 
sages and legislators, princes and potentates, haye not 
disdained to assist; no trials, no penecutiona, will be able 
to shake it. The rains may descend, and the floods come, 
and the winds blow, and beat vehemently against it, yet 
it will stand firm and impregnable; because, like the wise . 
man's house, it is founded upon a rock. 

The next emblematical circumstance in Solomon's Tem­
ple was the order of the fabric. The same historian tells 
us that, "There are several partitions, and every one had 
ita covering apart, independent one of another ; but they 
were all coupled and fastened together in such a manner 
that they appeared like one piece, and as if the walls were 
the stronger for them." It is just the same with our 
society, which is composed of different ranks and degrees, 
with separate views, separate connections, separate inter­
ests; but we are all one body, linked and coupled 
together by the indissoluble bonds of friendship and 
brotherhood; and it is to this concord, this affinity, this· 
union, that we must ever be indebted for our strength and 
consequence. 

A third !!articular remark in Solomon's Tem_ple was the 
beauty of It. "The walls," says the bistonan, "were 
all of white stone, wainscotted with cedar, and they were 
so artificially put together that there was no joint to be 
discerned, nor the least sign of a hammer, or of any tool, 
that had come upon them." Is it, I would ask, in the 
power of langua~e--tbose I would ask who are informed 
m Masonry-is It in the power of language to describe 
our institution in fitter terms than these? Integrity of 
life and candour of manners are the characteristics, the 
glory of Masons; it is these that must render our names 
worthy of cedar; it is these that must immortalize our 
art itself. Adorned and inlaid with these, it has with­
stood the corrosion of Time--that worm whose cankering 
tooth preys upon a.Il the fairest works of Art and Nature­
nay,8 Gothic barbarism itself, whose desolating band laid 
waste the noblest efforts of genius, the proudest monu-

1 Alluding to the ravap1 of the Visigoths in the 5th century. 

.. 
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menta of antiquity-even Gothic barbarism itself wa 
not able to destroy it. It was overcast, indeed, for aeve­
ral centuries by that worse than Egy~tian darknea~ 
which brooded over all Europe, just as m1sts and clouds 
may obscure the sun, and the whole creation may droop 
for a while under his pale and sickly influence; but 
nothin~ can impair his intrinsic splendour-he will again 
burst forth with bridal glory, ana, as our immortal poet 
speaks, 

"Bid the fields revive, 
The birds their notes renew, and bleating herda 
Atteet their joy, that hill and valley rings." 

Accordingly, since that disgraceful era, Masonry, to uae 
the words of the same poet, 

"Has rear'd her drooping head, 
And trickt her beams, and with new spangled ore 
Flames in the forehead of the morning sky." 

To speak without metaphor, we now behold it, as tbiJ 
bea.utiful.edifice testifies, in its fairest and most flourishing 
state ; and may justly cry out, with the Roman orator, 
Behold a sight which God himself, intent upon his own 
work, may regard with pleasure! -a soCiety of men 
formed to support the interests of science, virtue, and 
benevolence, so closely cemented together, without com­
pulsion or violence, that no flaw, no joint, can be dis­
cerned ; but, as our historian speaks, "All things are 
so adjusted and accommodated one piece to another, 
that, upon the whole, it looks more like the work of 
Providence and Nature, than the product of art and 
human invention." 

But the circumstances which claim our most earnest 
and immediate attention are the ornaments of Solomon's 
Temple,--so applicable to our art, and so figurative of 
its excellence, that I trust it will be no trelp888 upon 
your time to dwell upon them more largely. We are 
told by the historian, that "it was overlaid with gold, 
interwoven with beautiful flowers and palm-trees, adorned 
with painting and sculpture. Nothing is more observable 
in the history of mankind than that Masonry and civiliza­
tion, like twin sisters, have gone hand in hand together; 
and that wealth, arts, and sciences--every thing that 
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could embellish and beautify human life-have followed 
their faithful steps and composed their train. The very 
orders of architecture mark. the growth and progress of 
civilization. Dark., dreary, and comfortless were those 
times when Masonry had never yet laid her line nor 
extended her compass. The race of mankind, in full 
possession of wild and savage liberty, sullen and solitary, 
mutually offending, and afraid of each other, shrouded 
themselves in thickets of the woods, or dens and eaves 
of the earth. In these murky recesses, these sombrous 
solitudes, Masonry ibund them out, and, pitying their 
forlorn and destitute condition, instructed them to build 
habitations for convenience, defence, and comfort. The 
habitations they then built4 were, like their manners, 
rugged and unseemly, a prompt and artless imitation of 
simple and coarse Nature. Yet, rude and inelegant as 
they were, they had this excellent effect, that, by aggre­
gatin~ mankind, they prepared the way for improvement 
and civilizatioQ. The hardest bodies will polish by col­
lision, and the l'ougbest manners by communication and 
intercourse. Thus they lost, by degrees, their asperity 
and ruggedness, and became insensibly mild and gentle, 
from fierce and barbarous nature. Masonry beheld and 
gloried in the change ; and, as their minds expanded and 
softened, she showed ihem new lights, and conducted 
them to new improvements. The rustic mansions pleased 
no more--they aimed at something higher and nobler, 
and, deriving their ideas of symmetry from the human 
form divine, they adopted that as their model and proto­
type.5 At this era, their buildings, though simpfe and 
natural, were proportioned in the exa.ctest manner, and· 
admirably calcUlated for strength and convenience. Yet 
still there was a something wantin~--tt.n ease, a grace, 
an elegance, which nothing but an mtercourse with the 
softer sex could supply. It is from this most amiable and 
accomplished part of the creation that we catch all those 
bewitChin~ deli~ies, those nicer, gentler, inexpresaible 
graces which are not to be taught by dull, dry precept, 
for they are far beyond all rules of art, but are commu­
nicated from them to us, I know not how--shall I say 

• Firat, Rustic, or Tuscan Order. 
5 SeooDd, Dorio Order. 

- I 
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by contagion 1 Accordingly, the succeeding order' wu 
formed alter the model of a young woman, with Iooee, 
dishevelled hair, of an easy, elegant, flowing shape: a 
happ;r medium between the too lll&88i.ve and too delicate, 
the sunple and the rich. 

We are now arrived at that period when the human 
genius,-which we have just seen in the bud, the leaf, 
the fiower,-ripened to perfection, and produced the 
fairest and sweetest fruit : every ingenious art, every 
liberal science, that could delight, exalt, refine, and 
humanize mankind. Now it was that Masonry7 put on 
her richest robes, her most gorgeous apparel, and tricked 
herself out in a profusion of ornaments. the principal of 
which were eminently conspicuous in Solomon's Temple. 
And, lo ! not satisfied with the utmost exertion of her 
own powers, she holds out her torch, and enlightens the 
whole circle of arts and science. Commerce flies to her 
on ca.nvas wings, fraught with the produce and treasure 
of the whole universe; painting and sculpture strain 
every nerve to decorate the building she has raised ; and 
the curious hand of design contrives the furniture and 
ta:pestry. Music, poetry, eloquence ;-but whither does 
thl8 charming theme transport m·e Y The time would 
fail me to recount half the blessings accruing to mankind 
from our most excellent and amiable institution; I shall 
conclude this part of my subject, therefore, with just 
mentioning another ornament of Solomoa's Temple--the 
two cherubims made of olive-tree, whose wings expanded 
from one wall to the other, and touched in the midst. 
The olive, you know, is the symbol of peace; and the 
very essence of the cherubic order ia said to be love. 
Let peace and love for ever distinguish our aociety !-let 
no private animosities, or private divisioDB, pollute our 
walls! 

" Drive off from henoe each thing of guilt and sin !" 

The very key-stone, as it were, of our mystical fabric 
i8 charity; let us cherish this amiable virtue, let us make 

1 Third, Ionio Order. 
' Fourthly, the Corinthian Order,-the capital of which took i.U 

origin, aaya Villapandus, fmm an order in Solomon's Temple, the 
leavea whereof were those of the palm-tree. The Composite Order 
ia not here ~en notice of, for reaeon1 too ob'fious to mention. 
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it the vital principle of our souls, " dear aa the ruddy 
drops that warm our hearts," and it cannot fail to be the 
constant rule of our actions, the just square of our deal­
ings with all mankind. And, though pity may plead in 
more tender and eloquent terms for the distresses of a 
poor brother, yet let us be ready to extend the hand of 
relief, a far as our circumstances afford, to misfortune of 
every kind wherever it meets us. It was an everlasting 
reproach to the Jews, that they contracted their benevo­
lence within the narrow sphere of their own sect and 
party. Let ours be free and unconfined,-" Dropping, 
Iik.e tl;l.e gentle rain from heaven, upon the place be­
neath." 

A good Mason is a citizen of the world; and his charity 
should move along with him, like the sensible horizon, 
wherever he goes, and, like that too, embrace every object 
as far as vision extends. 

The Temple, thus beautiful, thus complete, Solomon 
dedicated to the Lord, in a style of wonderful devotion 
and sublimity as far above the most rapturous flights of 
pagan eloquence as the religion of the Jews was superior 
to heathen idolatry and superstition. · 

"Lord," says he, "thou that inhabitest eternity, and 
bast raised out of nothing the mighty fabric of this 
universe-the heavens, the air, the earth, and the sea; 
thou that fillest the whole, and every thing that is in it, 
and art thyself boundless and incomprehensible, look 
down graciously upon thy servants, wlio have presumed 
to erect this house to the honour of thy name! Let thy 
Holy Spirit descend upo.n it in the blessing of thy peculiar 
presence: thou that art every where, deign also to be 
with us·! Thou that seest and hearest all things, look 
down from thy throne of glory, and give ear to our sup­
plications! And if, at any time hereafter, thou shalt be 
moved in thy just disJ;lleasure to punish this people for 
their transgressions w1th any of tliy terrible judgments, 
-famine, pestilence, or the sword-yet, if they make 
supplication, and return to thee with all their heart, 
and with all their soul, then hear thou in heaven, thy 
dwelling-place, and forgive their sin, and remove thy 
judgments." 

With these words Solomon cast himself upon the 
ground in solemn adoration ; and all the peopl_e followed 
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his example with profound submission aud homage. We 
are now going to dedicate this fair manaien to the noblest 
purposes--to Masonry, virtue, and benevolence; and I 
persuade myself, from the flattering attention with which 
you have heard me, that our ensuing ceremony will be 
regarded with becoming seriousness and decent solemnity. 
Whatever encourages the social duties, whatever advances 
the interests of benevolence, claims our respect as men; 
and it is no flattery to our ancient and mystical institution 
to affirm that it has these two great points ever in view. 

There cannot be a stronger argument in favour of our 
society than what may be collected from the account­
given us of Ct'rtain solitaries, who, by secluding them­
selves from mankind, from friendly communication and 
social intercourse, lost the human figure and human sen­
timen ts, and became like beasts ; they fed in the yme 
manner with their fellow brutes ; and if they saw any of 
the human species, they fled away, and hid themselves in 
eaves and inaccessible holes. 

If such be the miserable, abject consequence of 
retirement, whatever, like our institution, collects and 
coosociates mankind, has a claim to our wannest esteem, 
as conducive to public and private utility. Yet let us 
beware lest, in the ungua.raed moments of convivial 
cheerfulness, we give too large a. scope to our social 
disposition. Reason is the true limit, beyond which 
temperance should never wander ;-when misled with 
the "sweet poison of misused wine," we overpa.sa this 
bound, we quench the spark of divinitr. that is 10 us, we 
transform ourselves into brutes, and, hke those who bad 
tasted the fabulous cup of Circe, 

" Lose our upright shape, 
And downward fall into a grovelling swine." 

One word more, and I have done. This Temple of 
Solomon looked towards the east; let us frequently 
direct our eyes to the same quarter, where the Day­
spring from on high visited us, where the Sun of Righte­
ousness rose with healing in his wings, and cherubs and 
seraphs ushered in the dawn of the evangelic day with 
this gracious song, "Glory be to God on high, and in 
earth, peace, good-will towards men!" 

1 See Kvagrius, lib. i., Eccles. Hist. 
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I. 

AN OBA.TION ON MASONRY. 

·The ceremonies of this day, together with the duties 
of my office, call upon me to exhort the Brethren thus 
assembled to a due exertion of the principles of Masonry. 

Fully to comprehend our profession is the most certam 
means of performing our duty. In forming the society 
of Free and Accepted Masons, which is at once religious 
and civil, the utmost attention has been given to the 
honour of God. 

In those times when Freemasonry had its rise, the 
minds of men were possessed of allegttries, emblems, 
and mystic devices, in which peculiar sciences, manners, 
and maxims were wrapped up: this was a project arising 
in the earliest ages; tlie Egyptian priests secreted the 
mysteries of their reli~on from the vulgar eye, by 
symbols and hieroglyphics, comprehensible only to those 
of their own order. The priests of Rome ~nd Greece 
practised other subtleties, by which the powers of 
Oivination were enveiled; and their oracles were intelli­
gible alone to their brethren, who expounded them to 
the people. Those examples were readil;r adopted for 
the purpose of concealing the mysteries of Masonry. 

We do not regard ourselves as a society of men arising 
from mere architects and builders, but as men profesaing 
themselves servants of the Great Architect of tne World; 
and assuming symbols expressive of our being devoted 
to the service of the true God. Men had experienced 
that from religion all civil ties and obligations were 
compacted, and that thence proceeded the only bonds 
which could unite mankind in Rocial intercourse. Hence 
it was that our originals, the founders of this society, laid 
the comer-stone. of the erection on the boaom of religion. 

As a society l?rofessing ourselves servants of the Deity, 
the lodge in wh1ch we assemble, when revealed, presents 
a representation of the world-the Great Architect hath 
spre&d over the earth the illuminated canopy of heaven 
--such as the veil wherewith Solomon covered the 
Temple at Jerusalem, of blue, of crimson, and purple; 
and such-is the covering of the lodge. As an emblem 
of God's power, his goodness, his omnipresence and 



192 APPENDIX. 

eternity, the lodge is adorned with the image of the 
sun; which he ordained to rise froin the east and open 
the day, to call forth the _people of the earth to tlieir 
worship, and to their exercise in the walks of virtue. 

Remembering the wonders in the beginning, we wear 
the figures of the sun and moon; thence implying, that 
we claim the auspicious countenance of Heaven on our 
virtuous deeds; and, as true MaBons, stand redeemed 
from darkness, and are become the sons of light­
acknowledging in our profession our rev~rence and 
adoration of Him who gave light unto his works; and by 
our practice showing that we carry our emblems into 
real life, as the children of light, by turning our backs 
on works of darkness, obscenity and drunkenness, hatred 
and malice, Satan and his dominions; preferring charity, 
benevolence, temperance, chaBtity and brotherly love, as 
that acceptable service on which the Great Master of all, 
from his beatitude, looks down with approbation. 

The same divine hand (pouring forth gifts of benevo­
lence) which bath blest us with the sights of his glory in 
the heavens, bath also spread the earth with a beauteous 
carpet-he hath wrought it, as it were, in Mosaic work; 
and that he might still add beauty to the earth, be bath 
skirted and bordered it with the wavy ocean. 

As the steps of man tread incessantly in the various 
and uncertain incidents of life, as our days are chequered 
with innumerable events, and our passage through this 
existence is attended with a variety of circumstances, so 
is the lodge furnished with llosaic work, to remind us 
of the precariousness of our state on earth ;-to-day our 
feet tread in prosperity, to-morrow we totter on the 
uneven paths of weakness, temptation, and adversity;­
whilst this emblem is before us, we are instructed to 
boast of nothing, to have eompassion, and to give aid to 
those in distress; to walk uprightly, and with humility. 

The emblem of Prudence is placed in the centre of 
the lodge, and is the first and most exalted object there: 
ever to be present to the eye of the lfason, that his heart 
may be attentive to her dictates, and steadfast in her 
laws; for Prudence is the rule of all the virtues. Pru­
dence is the channel where self-approbation flows for 
ever. Fortitude, Temperance, and Justice, are enfolded 
in her girdle. She leads us forth to worthy actions, and, 
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u • bluing star, enltgateni 111 tluwg-b. the doubtfulneu 
8rlld darkneu of tb.ta world. . 

We ilaaoDB pr9fen th~ priliclple of Fortitude, by 
which, in the midst Of preaing evils, we are enablei 
always to do .that 1Vhich is agre6able to the dictates of . 
right reaaon. . . · . 

""We profea the s_pirit of Temperance, aa being a 
modersti~g, or reetr8J.ning of our affections and pautons; 
eapeeially in sobriety and ·cautity. We regard 'iempe_r­
au:ce under the ve.riollf definitions of moralists, u cOllsTh­
tuting honesty, -.deQency, 'nd ba.shfuln888; and in ita 
potential parts, ioitituting meekneu, clemency, and 
lb.odeaty. . - · _ . . 

We proteu Jnetiee, as dictating to ua to do right to 
all, and to yield to every ~an whatso~ver belongeth to 
h~ . . 

We put on white· raiment as a type of Innoeence­
tbat apparel which. truly implies 'the innocency· of 'the 
heart is a badge m~ra honourable tbari ever was de~!Mid 
by kiaga-the .Rcnnan _.Eagle, witli· 8.11 the orderll' of 
knighthoed, are· mooh inferior; they may be Jl"Oatituted 
by the caprice. 'of princes, but. innoeence it Innate, and 
cannot be adopted; · ·, . · . 

That Inooeenc~ ahonld be the profeued principl~ of a 
M:&IOn oeea.eio.nt no astoniahment, wlle11 we consiQe:r that 
the diloovery of the Deity •hom we serve leads U8 to 
the knowledge of these 111axims wherewith he may be 
well J)leaaed ;-the very idea of a God is succeeded by 
th& belief thAt he 'can approve of·aething that w evil J 
-and when first ouP predecessors professed themaelTes 
~"ants of the· Architect or tbe World; as an indispe~IS­
able duty they professed innoceBey, ·and. :{)Ut oti' white 
raiment as a~· and-characteristic of thetr conviotion, 
and of their beiDg deToted to his will.· 
~jewels,. or. or~men'ts, ~ly that we try oUT 

aft"ections by Justice, and our actions by truth; u the 
square tries the workmanship of the mechanic. 

That we regard out moral state, whether it is dignified : 
by titles or not, wh,etber it be opulent or tndigent, ·&~~ 
being of one nature in the beginning, and of one rank· 
in ita eloae-in aenw.tioDJ, p&llsions, and _pleasures, in 
infirmities, mala,4ies, and wa.n'ts; all mankiNl are on a 
panllel;-N&tare there hath given. us no luperiorities-

14 
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10 we pl"ofess to hold our eaiimates' of our brother, when 
his cafumities call for our counsel or our aid. Virtue 

-gives l.JS the equality-the works of charity are- indis­
criminate, and benevolence acts upon the level. The 
emblem of these sentiments is a.nothe:r: of the jewels of 
of our society. ' · 

To walk uprightly before . heaven and before men is 
the duty of a Mason; to try his actions by the rule, as 

. _ t~e builder raises his oolumn by the plane and pe~en­
- dicula.r,, the Mason ahould stand approved by the Jewel 

which he wears. 
Geometry is the trial of the craftsmen-a science 

through whose power it is given to man to discover the 
order of the heavenly bodies, their revolutions, and their 
stations-to define the wisdom of the Great Architect of 
the Creation-to pr6ve the ~D;ightiness of his works, and 
the greatness of hiS love. · , · 

The importa.IK:e of secrecy amongst us is, that we 
may not be deceived -in the disposition of our charitie&­
that we niay not be betrayed in the tenderness of our 
benevolence; and others usurp the portion which ia pre­
pared for those of our ow:Q family. 

To betray the watch-word, which would keep the 
~nemy from the walls of our citadel; so as to open our 
strong~olds to robbers ~n<l deceivers, is as grea.t a moral 
crime as to show tbe common thief the weaknesses and 
secret places of our neighbours' dwellings, that he may 
pillage their treasures; nay, it is greater, for it is like 
aiding the sacrilegious robber to ransack the }:J.oly places, 

, and steal the sacred vessels dev()ted to the most solemn 
riteS of religion ;-it is snatching from the divine hand of 
Charity the balm which she -hol_ds. forth to heal the dilr 
tressea of her children......;.the cordial cup of consolation, 
which she offers to the lip of calamity, and the sustenance 
her fainting inf8;Dts should receive from the bosom of her 
celestial love. · 

As this,- then, is the importance of a Mason's secrecy, 
wherefore should the world w<111der that the most profli­
~ate tongue whieh ever bad expression hath not revealed 
1t ;-the sport is too deadly to afford diversion even to 
the most abandoned;-it was mentioned by divine lips 
as a criminalit;r not in Nature; "What man is there of 
you, whom, if his son ask· for Bread, will- give him ,-
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atoae? or it he' &lk for a fish, will give him a serpentt" 
TheB, can . there ~ a Mason so iniquitous amon~t 
Maaons as· to conduct the thief ·to steal from his mck. 
brother the medicine that ·shouid. restore his health, the 
balsam which should close his wounds-the clothing 
which should shield his trembling limbs from the severity 
of the winter-the drink which should moisten his lips 
-tbe bread. which should save his soul alive ? · 

·Our society is graced with charity, the true objects 
of which are Merit and Virtue in distreBB; persons who 
are become incapable of extricating themselves from 

, misfortunes whicfi have overtaken them in old age­
industriouS" men, from inevitable accidents and aets of 
providence, rushed into ruin-widows left survivo.rs of 
their hu1bands, by whose labour· they subsisted-orphans 
in tender years, left nak.ed to an ·adverse world. · · , 

Hard-hearted covetousness and proud· titles, can ye 
behold such objects with dry eyes~ He whose bosom 
is locked up· against compasBlon is. ·a barbarian ! · 

Bu.t Charity when misapplied loses ·her titles, an'd 
instead of being adorned with. the dre~s of virtue usumes 
the insiguificanee of folly ;-when charity is bestowed 
beyond a JDan's ability, and to the detriment of his family, 
it becomes a sacrifice to superstition ar' ostentation, 'and, 
like incense to idols, is disapproved in heaven. . 

We are united· by brotherly love, the most material 
parts of which, amongst us, are mutual good offices, and 
sl":ak.ing well of each other to the world ;-most e&J!&­
Cially, it is expected of every member of this fraternity, 
that he. shoufd not traduce his brother. ·Calumny and 
slander are most detestable crimes against society ; 
nothing can be viler than to speak, ill of any one behind 
his back; it is like the villany of an assassin, who has 
not virtu·e enough to give his adversary the means of 
self-defence, but, lurking in darkness, ata.bs him whilat 
he is unarmed and unsuspicious of an enemy. . 

'l'o give a man his just and due character is so euy a 
duty, that it is not possible for a benevolent disposition 
to avoid it; it is a degree of common justiee which 
honesty itself prompts one to: it is not enough that we 

. refrain from slander, ~ut it i,S required of Masons that 
they speak. graciously and with affection, withholding 
nothing that can be uttered to a brother's praise, or hi. 
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good name, with truth. Whai a pleuore doth it give 
the heart-feeling benevolent disposition to give praise 
where due ; there ia a selfish joy in good-speaking, aa 
aelf-approbation suc.ceeds it ; besides, the breast of a man 
feels enlarged, whilst he utters the p!aise due to his 
neighbour ; and be experiences all the finest senae of his 
love, whilst he moves others to love him. 

The neutral diaposition, frigid and reserved, neither 
apeaks good nor evH ; but the mao tasting brotherly love 
is warm to commend ; it is an easy and cheap means of 
bestowing good gifts, and working good works; for by a 
just praise to industry, you recommend the industrious 
man to those to whom he ~t never have been known; 
and thereby enlarge his cred'it and his trade; by a just 
commendation of merit, you may open the paths of 
advancement, through those whose power might' never 
have been petitioned-by a pro_per praise of geniu8 and 
art, you may rouse the. attentwn of those ~trona, to 
whom the greatest merits might have remamed undis­
covered-it is a degree of justice which every man has a 
right to from his brother, that his virtues be not concealed. 

To shroud the imperfections of our friend, and ((loak 
his infirmities, is Christian and charitable, and conse­
quently befitting a Mason.; even the truth should.not be 
told at all times ; for where we cannot approve, we 
shoqld J?ity in silence.. What pleasure or profit can 

·there anse by exposing the errors of a brother? To 
exhort him is virt~ous, to revile him is inhuman, to set 
him out as an object of ridicule is infernal. 

From hence, we must necessarily detennine that the 
duty of a good Mason leads him to work the works of 
benevolence; and his heart is touched with joy whilst 
he acts within her precepts. Let us, therefore, be 
steadfast and immovable in our ordinances, that we be 
preved to have a tongue df good report. 

In the ceremonies of the day, we' commemorate the 
mighty work of the Creator in the beginning, when the 
foundations of this world, of times and seasons, were 
established. The ,Placing the first stone of the intended 
erection, takes its unport from the emblematical tenor of 
the work, and not from our labour as mechanics-it did 
not ~equire the hands of a Free and Accepted Mason to 
place it firmer on its basis than a stone-cutter or a 
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builder.-But in this work. we·appear as servants of ·the. 
Divinity, supplicaiing for his .approbation, and for pros­
perity to the undertaking; remembering the Corner­
stone of that building on which the salvation .of the 
world was founded; remembering the mighty works of 
the Deity, when he suspended the planets in their 
stations, and founded the axis of the earth. . 

In such a work, it may not be esteemed profane to 
use the Apostle's words to the Corinthians,-" According 
to the grace of God, which is given to me as & wise 
1paster-builder, I have la.id the foundation," since my 
dnty this day is a commemoration of the might, majestv,. 
and benevolence of the Great Master of all, whose temple 
is the universe, the pillars of whose work are Wisdom, 
Strength and Beauty; for his wisdom is infinite, his 
strength ia in omni:t»otence, and beauty stands forth, 
in all. his creation, In· symmetry and order. He bath 
stretched forth the heaven as a canopy, and the earth he 
hath planted as his footstool ; he crowns his temples 
with tbe stars, as with a diadem ; and in his hand he 
holdeth forth the power and the glory; the sun and · 
moon are messengers of his will to worlds tinnumbered; 
and all his laws are conoord. 

K. 

AN ORATION AT THB DEDICATION OJ' li'RBEMA80N81 HALL, 

IN SUNDBRLA~D, ON THE 16TH DAY OJ' JULY1 177~, 
BY BROTHER W. HUTCHINSON. 

Right Worshipful Grand M:88ter, and ye, my much 
esteemed Brethren,-Institutions, religious -or civil, if 
not founded on the strictest rules of propriety, will soon 
sink into ruin. By the perpetuity we must neceaaarily 
distinguish the propriety of the institution. 

From . this argument men are led to determine that 
our society iJ supported by the purest maxims, aa it h• 
continued through innumerable ages unshaken in its 
principles, and uncorrupted by ianovations. 

We are not to search for our antiquity in the mytho­
logy of Greece or Rome-we advance into remoter ages. 
Religion was the original and constituent principle ; & 
recognition of the Deity first distinguished ua from the 
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rest of mankind ; our predecessors searched for the divine 
essence in the wonder's displayed on the face of Nature; 
they discovered supreme wisdom in the order of the uni­
verse-in the stellii.ry system they traced the power, in 
the seasons and their changes the bounty, and m animal 
life the benevolence, of God ; every argument brought 
with it conviction, and every object confirmation, that 
all the wonders daily displayed to the eye of man were 
onlr to be produced by some superlative being, and 
mamtained 6y his superintendency. It was from such 
conviction that men began to class themselves in reli­
gious societies. No rational mind could confess the 
being of a Supreme, from whose hand such bounties 
were poured forth, and by whose miraculous power such 
a complex existence as man was sustained (to whom 
even himself is a system of insoluble miracles), without 
conceiving that, for the attainment of his approbation, 
we should fill our souls with gratitude, and unitate his 
universal benevolence. 

In benevolence is comprehended ·the whole law of 
societr; and, whilst we· weigh our obligations towards 
mankmd by the divine assay, ''Love thy nejghbour as 
thyself," we must deduce this second rule, which includes 
all the moral Jaw, "Do unto all men as thou wouldst 
they should do unto thee." 

The natural wants and infirmities of human life would 
very early be discovered, and the necessity of mutual 
aids become the immediate result; but till those aids 
were regulated by religious principles, 1md man's natural 
ferocity was subdued, we may readily conceive few 
examples of virtue took place. Our predecessors were 
the first who tasted of this felicity. 

I may venture to assert, that it was the only conse­
quence which could ensue, whilst men were looking up 
to the Divinity through his works, that they would con­
clude the sun was the region where, in celestial glory, the 
Deity reposed. 

We discover in the Amonian and Egyptian rites, the 
most perfect remains of those originals to whom our 
society refers. We are told they esteemed the soul of 
man to be an emanation of the Supreme, and a spirit 
detached from the seraphic bands which filled the solar 
mansions and surrounded the throne of Majesty. They 
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looked up to this grand luminary as the native realm from 
whence they were sent on this earthly pilgrimage, and 
to which they ahould, in the end, return. The fi~ure 
of the sun was at once a memorial of their divine or1gin, 
a badge of the religious faith they professed, and a moni­
tor of those principles which should conduct and ensure 
their restoration. How soon, or to what extreme, super­
stition allli l>igotry debased this emblem, is a research 
painful and unprofitable. ,. 

It was a custom, in remote antiquity, to consecrate 
a11.d devote to the service of the Deity places and altars; 
the many instances in Holy Writ need not be enumerated 
to this as89mbly; it will suffice to mention that several 
of them were named1 Eland Beth-el, the literal transla­
tion of whioh leaves no.doubt of the consecration. From 

· thence we derive the original composition of the two 
characters, the artificer and devotee ; 'thence our present 
rules and maxims were deduced ; and thence, also, arose 
tbe mixed assumpti.,on of these badges of architects and 
religious. . 

lt is not to be wondered that the first prinGiples of 
natural religion should be extended hither from the re­
gions of the east; for we are told, by authors of undoubted 
authority, the Germans and Scandinavians, in very early 
a.gea, had received the Amapian rites ;2 the Amonians 
also po88eased all the borders of the Mediterranean ; the 
Phceniciane and their allies, for merchandise, gained 
acceu to the coast of Britain. Amongst the many tribes 
of Amonians which spread themselves abroad w.ere to be 
found a leople who were styled Anakim, and were 
descende of the sons of Anak ; they were particularly 
famous for architecture, which, according to tfie authority 
of Herodotus, they introduced into Greece. In all parts 
whither they came they erected noble structures, emi­
nent for their beauty and splendour, .which they dedi-· 
eated to the Deity. Wherever they settled they we~e 
remarkable for their superiority in science, and particu­
larly for their skill in building. Whenever the hands of 
our brethren have been exerc~d in architecture, they 
have been employed as devotees in erecting temples to 
the service of Heaven. We find them with Moses in the 

I GeJL uviii., 18, 1 BeyU1t 1 Analysis. 
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wildel'lla..,1 and with Solomon at Jeruulem, under the 
dietinctiona of the Righteous and Wise-hearted. The 
idolatroua and impious' were not admitted to partake ia 
the acceptable service, in which alone clean hands (handl 
unstainea with the works of iniqoity) and pioUB heart., 
which had received the beatific gift of divine wisdom, 
could be received to the labour . 

.A.fter the benign influence of Christianity prevailed, 
6nd, with healing in her wings, had passed through 
Europe, religious works continued to attend this society, 
and grew into great splendour in the foundation of monu­
teries and abbeys, Many holy artificers attended the 
crusades,' for the purpose o( building churches in Pales­
tine. In our first stage we see the devotee, with his own 
bands, erecting the sacred column, which he sanctifies 
with the name of El,-literally implying, " The true 
God," where he performed his religious offices; the place 
having been rendered holy by the presence of the Deity, aa 
it was with Jacob. In the second and third cl88888 we 
observe them divided in two orders, and tboae who 
laboured were distinct from the rest of the brethren ; yet 
there was no diminution of honour in the one, or increaae 
of pre-eminence in the other-they were all Masons. 

Our reverend and learned brother, Dr. Scott, in his 
excellent oration, pointed eut to us that the progreuive 
advanoements in human civilization were perfectly dia­
tinguished by the steps of architecture. As men aroee 
from the state of N a.ture, through the eul tivation of 
society, the genius of art was developed and set forth, to 
contribute to the ease and elegance of human life ; from 
the cavern and grotto, which first sheltered the human 
race from the inclemency of seasons, edificea more com­
modious were invented. As the joys of common inter­
coune and mutual aids were experienced, men exerciaed 
their talents in projecting snitable structures to receive 
the growing societies ; and, at len~h, places for divine 
wonhip, where congregations mtght assemble, were 
devised. In the prooees of ages these talents e~enced 
a refinement ; elegance took plaoe, and proportion, sym-

1 ExodUB xn:i. 1 Kinge v. 2 Chron. ii. 
• The Samaritans being idolaton. 
'The An£1o-SUOD Antfq. 
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metry, and ornament were mulled. Aa the cavem had 
furnished the firat idea of ihe mansion, and as the aacred 
groves and forests, held to be hallowed in the primitive 
ages, bad given the first model of columna a.nd arches for 
temples,' so it can be no matter ·of aatonishment that 
men, who had formed their original plan from Nature, 
should resort to Nature for iheir lenons of proportion 
and orn11ment to complete their la.boW'B. The eye that 
wa.a charmed with the fair sex, the heart ij).a.t was con­
acioua ofwoman'a elegance and beauty, would instantly 
catch the idea from thenee, and, fired with this favourite 
object, tranllpose the fair symmetry to the system he 
was Btudying. It was a. natural tranapoaition-nothing 
could be conceived more likely to refine the maxima of 
the architect's design, who was touched with such pas­
lion and sentiment &!I the poet happily expreuea :-

"On abe came; 
Grace was in all her steps, heaven in her eye, 
In ev'ry gesture di~ty and love. 
(He) led her, bluahiniS like the mom; all heaven 
And happy oonatellationa, on that hour, 

· Shed thell' aelectest influence ; the earth 
Gave sign of p:atul!Ltion, and each hill; 
Joyous the birds ; fre11h galee and gentle airs 
Whisper'd it tn the woods, ud., from tbair wings, 
Flung ro1611-tl-ang odoan from the BJ;'ioy ahrnb, 
Deeporting, till the amoroua bird of n1ght 
Sung BpoUllal, and bid h&Bte the evening Btar 
On biiJ hill tnp tn light the bridRI. lamp." 

Mn:lro:N's Paradile Lo1t. 

Thia day we dedicate a houa.e to tlie peculiar aenicee 
of our society: the secreta a.nd mysteries there to be 
exercised a~ wholly consistent with the pul'eat maxi.me of 
the Christian revelation: they 'a.re peculiar to us in form, 
but, in effect, pertinent to the principles of every moral 
and religious man. The first character of a Mason which 
p&SBes these gates and is revealed to the eyes of the world 
11 Charity; the amiableness of this part of our profeBBioa 
deifies this panegyric. The heart of humanity feels ita 
divine influence; compassion acknowledges kindred witli 
the spirits of Heaven. We do noi an-oga.te to ourselves 
a more atlblime posaeAion of this virtue than othera; bui 
we profess it an ordination wbicb we are bound to obey, 

' A.rclulplogia, vol. i., p. 40. 
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and 8 duty which we mUst necessarily perfonn. The 
ordinary motives are felt by this whole &BBembly; in bene­
volence to our fellow-creatures we are all Masons. The 
miseries of human life, the misfortunes of mankind, are 
equally objects with all; but we singularly attach our­
aelves to their relief. 

The next distinguishing characteristic is truth ; excel­
lent as the duty may seem, difficult in its aeoompliab­
ments, and heppy in its consequences, no man, professing 
himself a Mason, stan'd1 approved without possessing this 
jewel uncontaminated witli the fashions of the age; pure 
as the celestial ray first descended, unstained by rhetori­
cations and mental reservation, she is poll8e88ed by 118, 
wholly, undivided, and in the simplest character. We 
must not only speak of each other nothing but truth, but 
we must pronounce all that is truth; for supJ?resaion is a 
crime as well as an infringement. Thus it Is with us, 
the guilty seldom escape retribution, or the meritorious 
go witbout a reward. . 

I have already trespassed on this audience; time 80 

limited will not 1utfer me to expatiate on all the excel­
lences of our Order. It must suffice that I express a sincere 
hope, as our maxims are void of offence, that they will 
cl&Im the patronage of the good and wise. As we avow 
our fidelity to the best of kings, and our firm attachment 
to the excellent constitution and laws of this realm, we 
may still po88e88 the support and countenance of govern­
ment. And as our internal rules are devised for the 
honour, protection, and welfare of each individual of the 
society, I entreat that every member, by his eonduet, 
may prove to the observing world it is not a superficial 
profession which distinguishes him to be a Mason. but 
his virtue, his temperance, and morality. 

L . 
.&. LBTTBB. PB.OM MB.. JOHN LOCKB TO THB BIGHT BON. 

THOMAS, B.A.B.L OF PBMBROKB. 

MA. y 6, 1696. 
MY LoiW,-I have at length, by the help of Mr. Col­

lins, procured a copy of that MS. in the Bodleian. library, 
which you were so curious to see, and, in obedience to 
your lordship's commands, I herewith send it to yoa. 
Most of the notes annexeJ to it ~ what I made yester-
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day, for the reading of my Lady M88ham ; who is become 
ao fond of Masonry. 88 to say, that she now, more than 
ever, wishes henelf a man, that she might be capable of 
admission into the fraternity. 

The MS., of which this is a copy, appean to be about 
160 yeaN gld; yet ,88 your lordship wHl observe by the 
title) it is itself a copy of one yet more ancient by 100 
years ; for the original is said to have been the handwrit­
mg of King Henry VI. Where that prince bad it, is at 
present an uncertainty; but it seems to me to be an 
examination (taken, perhaps, before the king) of some one 
of the brotherhood of Masons ; among whom he entered 
h\mself, as it is said, when he came out of his minority, 
and thenceforth put a stop to a penecution that had been 
raised against them; but I must not detain your lordship 
longer, by my preface, from the thing itself. · . 

I know not what effect the sight of this old paper may 
have upon your lordship; but, for my own part, I can­
not deny that it has so much raised my curiosity as to 
induce me to tlnter myself into the fraternity, which I am 
determined to do (if I may be admitted), the next time I 
go to London, and that will be shortly. 

I am, my lord, 
Your lordship's most obedient, 

And most humble servant, 
JOHN LocKE. 

M. 
CBRTAYNB QUBSTYONS, WYTH ANSWBRES TO THB SAME, 

CONCERNING THE MYSTERY OF MACONRYB, WBITBNE 

BY THE HANDE OF KTNGE HENRTB, THE STXTHB OF 
THE NAME, AND FAYTHPULLTB COPTBD BY ME11 JOHAN 

LBYLANDE, ANTIQUARIUS.-BY THB CQMMAND OF ms1 

IDGHNESSE. 

They be as followthe: 
Q. What motte ytt beys 

1 John Le7lmde waa appointed by Henry VIII., at the dia10lution 
of monaateries, to aearoh for and save auoh books and records u 
were Taluable among them. He wu a man of great labour ani 

~-~· ' 1 Hil Highnelll8, meaniDg the said King Henry VIII. Our ldup 
bad not then the title of M&Jeaty. 

1 That ia, what may this mystery of Muonry be? The 11111wer 
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A. Ytt beeth the akylle of Nature, the underatondynge 
of the myghte that ya hereynne, and ita aondrye werek­
yngea; aonderlyche, the skylle of rectenyngs, of waightea 
and metynges, and the treu manere of faconnynge al 
thinges for mannea use; headlye, dwellynges, and buyld­
ynges of alle k.iodes, and al odher thynges that make gudde 
to manne. 

Q. Where dyd ytt begynne? 
A. Ytt dyd begynne with the' tfyrste menne in the este, 

whych were before the' tfyrste manne of the weste, and 
comynge westlye, ytt bathe broughte herwyth alle com­
fortes to the wylde and comfortlesse. 

Q. Who dyd brynge ytt westlye ? 
A. The11 Venetians, who beynge great merchaundea, 

corned tfyrste tfromme the este ynn Venetia, for the com­
modytye of marchaundysynge beithe eate and west, bey 
the redde and myddlelonde sees. 

Q. Howe comede ytt yn Engelonde? 
A. Peter Gower ,e a. Grecian, journeyedde ffor kunnynge 

imyorta that it colllli.stll in uatural, mathematical, and mechanical know­
ledge. Some part of which (as appears by what follows) the Masons 
pretend to have taught the rest of mankind, and some part they still 
conceal. 

• It should seem by this that Masons believe there were men in the 
east before Adam, who is called "the ft'yrllte manne of the weste ;'' 
and that arts and scienoes began in the east. Some authors of great 
note for leamin~ have been of the same opinion ; and it is certain that 
Europe and Africa (which, in respect to Asia, may be called westem 
countries), were wild and savage, long after arts and politenees of 
manners were in great perfection in China and the Indies. 

1 In the timt>s of monkish ignorance, it is no wonder that the Pbal­
nicians should be mistaken for the Venetians. Or perhaps, if the 
people were not taken one for the other, similitude of sound might 
deoeive the clerk who first took down the examination. The Phre­
nicians were the greatest voyagers among the ancients; and weze, in 
Europe, thought to be the inventors of letters, which, perhaps, they 
brought from the east with other arts. 

• This must be another mistake of the writer. I was puuled at 
first to guess who Peter Gower should be, the name being perfectly 
Enflish ; or how a Greek should come by such a name ; but, as I!OOD 
as thought of Pythagoras, I could scarce forbear smiling to find that 
a philoaopher had undergoile a metempsychosis he never dreamt of. 
Vf e need only oonsider the French pronunciation of his name, Pytha­
p-e, that is, Petagore, to conceive how easily auoh a mistake might 
be made by an unlearned clerk. That Pythagoras travelled for know­
~ into Egypt, &o., is known to all the learned ; aDd that he waa 
initiated into several different orders of p:riestB, who, in those eta,.. 
kept all their learning eeoret from the vulgar, is aa well known. Py-
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yn EaTP:te, and p.1 Spia, and in everyche londe whereas 
the \"enetians hadde plauntedde Maconrye, and wynnynge 
entraunce yn al lodges of Maconnes, he lerned muche, 
and retournedde, and woned yn Gracia Magna" wacksynge, 
and becomynge a myghte• wyseacre, and greatlyche 
renouned, and here he framed a great lodge at Groton,• 
and ma.ked many Maconnes,. some whereo:fFe dyd jour­
neye in Fraunce, and maked manye Maeonnes, where­
fromme, yn processe of tyme, the art pa$sed yn Enge­
londe. 

Q. Dothe Maconnes discouer there artes unto odhers Y 
A. Peter Gower, when he journeyedde to lernne, was 

ftYrste10 made, and annone techedlle ; evenne soe shulde 
all odhers beyn recbt. Natheless11 Maconnes hauetbe 
always yn everyche tyme, from tey~e to teyme, commu­
nycatedde to mannkynde soche of their secrettes as gene­
rallycbe myghte be usefulle; ·'they haueth keped back 
100he allein as shulde be harmefulle ~they comed yn 
euylle haundes, odher soche as ne m1ghte be holpynge 
wythouten ~he techynges to be joynedde herwyth 1n the 

tbagoru &lao made every geometrical theorem a secret, and admitted 
only such to ihe knowle~ of them u had first undergone a five yean' 
ailenoe. He ia supposed" to be the first inventor of the 47th proposi­
tion of the first boOk of Euclid, for which, in the joy of his heart, it is 
said he saorifioed an hecatomb. He also knew the true system of the 
world, lately revived by Copemicua; and oertainl,- was a most wonder­
ful man. (See hiB Life, by Dion. Hal.) 

7 Grecia Magna, a _part of Italy formerly 10 ealled, in which the 
Greeks had aettled a large colony. 

1 The word at present signifiea simpleton, but formerly had a quite 
oontnu:y meaning, Wei.sager, in the old Saxon, is philosopher, wise­
man or wizard; and, having been frequently used ironioally, at length 
came to have a direot meaning in the ironical senae. Thus, Thins 
Scotua, a man famed for the subtlety and aouteneaa of hiB undllntand­
ing, has, by the same method of irony, given a general name to mo­
dem duncea. 

1 Groton is the name of a place in England. The plaoe here meant 
ia CrotoDa, a city of Grecia Magna, which, in the time of Pythagoru, 
wu very populous. 

" The word made, _I ~_ppoae, hu a ·particular meaning among the 
Muons ; perhaps it lignifies initiated. 

11 This paragraph hath 10mething remarkable in it. It contains a 
~u:ncation of the 18<lreCY 10 much bouted of by Muons, and so much 

ed by others; userting that they have, in all ages, diaoovered 
wah things as !night be useful, and that they conceal suoh only u 
would be hurtful either to the world or themselves. What these 
eeorets are we see afterwards. 

' 
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lodge, oder aoche u do bynde the freres more Jtronelyche 
together, bey the proft'ytte and commodytye comyng to 
the confrerie herfromme. 

Q. Whatte arte8 haueth the Maconnes techedde man­
kind? 

A. The arte8," agricultura, architectura, astronomia, 
geometria, numeres, mu8ica, poe8ie, kymistrye, govern­
mente, and relygyonne. 

Q. Howe commethe Macounes more teachem than 
odher menne? 

• A. The hem8elfe haueth allein in13 arte of fynding 
neue artes, whych a.rte the ffyrste Maconnes receaued 
from Godde ; by the whyche they fyndethe what arte8 
hem plesethe, and the treu way of techying the same. 
What odher menne doethe ffynde out ys onelyche bey 
chaunce, and therefore but lytel I tro. 

Q. What dothe the Maconne8 concele and hyde Y 
A. They concelethe the arte of ffyndyng neue arte8, and 

thatty8 for here own proffyte and 14 preise, they concelethe 
the arte of kepynge 16 secrette8, thatt 80 the worlde 
mayeth nothinge concele from them. Thay concelethe 
the art of wunderwerckynge, and of foresaynge thynges 
to comme, that 80 thay same artes may not be usedde of 
the wyckedde to an euyell ende ; thay also concelethe 

11 It seems a bold pretence this of the Masons, that they have taught 
mankind all these arts. They .have their own' authority for it; and I 
know D<lt how we shlill disprove them. But what appears most odd 
is, that they reckon reli~ion among the arts. 

18 Tho art of inventing arts must certainly be a moat uaeful art. 
My Lord Bacon's Novum Organum is an attempt towards eomewhat 
of thE' same kind. But I much doubt that, if ever the Ma90DS had it, 
they have now lost it: since so few new arts have been lately invented, 
and so many are wanted. The idea I have of such an art is, that it 
must be something proper to be applied in all the sciences generally, 
&~ is algebra in numbers, by the help of which, new rules of arithme­
tic are and may be found. 

""'• u It seems the Masons have great regard to the reputation 88 well 
as the profit of their Order ; since they make it one reason for not 
divulgin~ an art in common, that it may do honour to tht> pos86Sil0r of 
it. I thmk in this particular they show too much regard for their own 
r.ociety, and too little for the rest of mankind. 

15 What kind of an art this is, I can by no means imagine. But 
certainly such an art the Masons must have ; for though, 88 some 
people suppose, they should have no secret at all, even that must be 
a secret which. being discovered, would expose them to the highe.t~t 
ridicule ; and therefore it requires the utmost caution to conceal it. 
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the ., arte of chaunges, the wey of wynnynge the facultye17 

of Abrac, the skill of becommynge gude and parfvghte 
wythouten ·the holpyngea of fere and hope ; ancl the 
universelle 18 longage of· Maconnes. 

Q. Wyll he teche me thay 118oiDe artes Y 
A. Ye shalle be techedde yff ye be warthye, and able to 

lem.,_ 
Q. Dothe all Maconnes kunne more than odher 

menne? 
A. Not so. They onlyche haueth recht and occasy­

onne more than odher menne to kunne, but manye doeth 
fale yn capacity, and manye more doth want industrye, 
that ys pemecessarye for the gaynyng all kunnynge. 

Q. Are Maconnes gudder men then odhers Y 
A. Some Maconnes are not so vertuous as some odher 

menne ; but, yn the moste parte, thay be more gude 
than thay woulde be yf thay war not Maconnes. · 

Q. Doth Maconnes love eidther odher myghtylye as 
beeth sayde Y 

A. Yea, verylyche, and that may not odherwise be ; 
for gude menne and treu, · kennynge eidher oder to be 
suche, doeth always love the more as thay be more gude • 
• Here endethe the questyonnes and answeres. 

11 I know not what this means, unless it be the tr&IIIIIlutation of 
metals. 

17 Here I am utterly in the dark. 
11 An universal language has been much desired by the learned of 

many ages. It is a thing rather to be wished than hoped for. But 
it seems the Mat!Onll pretend to have such a thing among them. If 
it be true, I guess it must be something like the language of' the Pan­
tomimes among the ancient Roman11,"who are said to be able by signs 
onlr, to express and jieliver any oration intelligibly to men of all 
nation11 and languages. A man who has all these arts and advantage11 
is certainly in a oondition to be en:ried ; but we are told that thil ia 
not the case with all Masons; for though these arts are among them, 
and all have a right and an opportunitr to know them, yet 11ome want 
oapaoity, and othem industry, to aoqmre them. However, of all their 
arts and secrets, that which I most desire to know is, " The Bkylle of 
becommyn~ gude and parfyghte ;" and I wish it were communicated 
to all mankind, since there is nothing more true than the beautiful 
sentence contained in the last answer, " That, the better men are, the 
more they love one another." Virtue having in itself something 10 
amiable as to charm the hearts of all that behold it. 

• 
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A GLOSSARY 

TO BXPL.A.IN TBB OLD WORDS IN TBB li'OBBGOil'fG 

IIANlJSCBIPT • 

.Au.ift, only. 

.AltHY•• &lwaya. 
Beitl&e, both. 
CtYml1lOdytye, oonvenienoy. 
Confreri.e, fraternity. 
Fat:OJ&n.yn.ge, formiDg. 
Fure-•ayin.ge, prophesying 
Freru, brethren. 
Headlye, chiefly. 
Hem pleutke, they please. 
HeJMelje, 1hemaelvea. · 
Her, there, their. 
Rereyn.u, therein. 
Ht:'f'UJ'!Jtk, with it. 
Holpyn.ge, beneficial. 
Kun.n.e,lmow. 
Kun.nynge, knowledge. 
Make guclde, are beufioi&l. 
Metyngu, meuurea. 
Mote, may. 
Myddlelon.d, Mediterranean • 

Mgglte, power • 
Occa.y~ opportu:Dit)' 
Odtr, or. 
On.el.ycAe, only. 
Ptrrn.eceuary, abeolutely DI!OIIo 

sary. 
Preile, honour. 
&ch.t, right. 
&tlcenyng&, numben. 
SMlderlycAe, parti.cralarly, 
SkyUe, knowledge. 
Wack&yn.ge, growing. 
Werck, operation. 
Wt:J, way. 
Wherea '• where·. 
Waned, dwelt. 
Wun.dm.DtrckJ"&'e, worltiDg 

miracles. 
Wylde, ·eange. 
Wyn.nyn.ge, gaining. 
y""' into. 
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N. 
RBMA.UI!I ON TRB QUBSTIONS A.ND ANNOTATIONS OJ' 

MR. LOOKB. 

I. 

Page 297.1 What mote ytt ~e? 
Mr. L~cke observes, in his annotation on this question, 

that the answer to it imports, that Masonry consists of 
natural, mathematical, and mechanical knowledge; some 
part of which the Masons pretend to have taught the 
rest of mankind, and &Ome part they still conceal. The 
arts. which have been communicated to the world by 
Masons are particularly specified in an answer to one of 
the following questions, as are also· those which they 
have restricted to themselves for wise purpose~. Moral­
ity might .likewise have been included in this answer, a8 
it constitutes a principal part of the masonic system: 
every character, figure, and emblem adopted by: Masons, 
having a moral tendency, and serving to· inculcate the 
practice of virtue. 

. II. 

Page 297. Where dyd ytt begynne? 
Mr. Locke's remark on the answer to this question, 

that Masons believe there were men in the east before 
Adam; is, indeed, a mere conjecture. This opinion may 
be confirmed by many learned authors, but ~asons com­
prehend the true meaning of Masonry taking its rise in 
the east and spreading to the west, without having 
recourse to the Pre-Adamites. East and west are terms 
peculiar to the society ; and, when masonically adopted, 
are only intelligible to Masons, as they refer to certain 
forms and established customs among themselves. 

m. 
Page 298. Who dyd brynge ytt westlye! 
The judicious corrections of an illiterate clerk, in the 

answer to this question as well as the next, reflects great 
credit on. the ingenious annotator. His explanation is 
just, and his elucidation accurate. 

1 The number refers to the page in which the quelltioDI occar. 
16 

• 
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IV. 

Page 298. Howe comede ytt yn En~elonde ? 
Pythagoras was regularly initiated mto Maaonry, and 

being properly instructed in the mysteries of the art, he 
was much improved, and ~ropagated the principles of 
the Order in other countnes into which he afierwarrl11 
travelled. The records of the fraternity inform us, t!Jat 
the usages and customs among Masons have ever corre­
sponded with those of the ancient _Egyptians, to which 
they bear a near affinity. These philosophers, unwilling 
to expose their mysteries to vulgar eyes, couched with 
particular tenets and principles of polity under hierogly­
phical figures, expressed their notions of government 
by signs and symbols, which they communicated to their 
ma.gi alone, and they were bound by oath not to reveal 
them. Hence arose the Pythagorean system, and many 
other orders of a more modem date. This method of 
inculcating sublime truths and important points of know­
ledge by allegory, secured them from descending into the 
familiar reach of every · inattentive and unprepared 
novice, from whom they might not receive due venera­
tion. A similar custom still prevails in many of the 
eastern nations. ' 

v. 
Page 300. Dothe Maconnes discouer there artes unto 

odhers? · 
Masons in .all ages have studied the general good of 

mankind. Every art which is useful or necessary for the 
support Qf authority and preservation of good govern­
ment, as well as for promoting science, they have cheer­
fully communicated to mankind. Those matters which 
were of no public importance they have carefully pre­
served in their own breasts, such as the tenets of the 
Order, their mystic forms and particular customs. 'l'hus 
they have been distinguished· in different countries, and 
'by this means have confined their privileges to the just 
and meritorious. 

VI. 

Page 300. Whatte artes haueth the Maconnes techeddP 
Jll&Jlkynde Y 
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The arts, which the Masons have publicly taught, are 
here specified. It a:ppean to have surprised the learned 
annotator, that reli~on should be ranked among the arts 
propagated by the fi'a,temity. Masons have ever, in com­
pliance with th~ tenor of their profession, paid due 
obedience to the moral law, and have incufcated its 
precepts with fowerful energy on all their followers. 
The aoctrine o one God, the Creator and Preserver of 
the universe, has always been their firm belief. Under 
the influence of this doctrine, the conduct of the fraternity 
has been regulated through a succession of age11. The 
progress of knowledge and philosophy, aided by divine 
revelation, having abolished many of the vain supersti­
tions of antiquity, and enlightened the minds o1' men 
with the knowledge of the true God and the sacred 
mysteries of the Christian faith, Masons have always 
acquiesced in, and zealously pursued, every measure 
which might promote that holy religion, so wisely cal­
culated to make men happy. In those countries, how­
ever, where the Gos~el has not reached, and Christianity 
disJllayed her beauties, the Masons have pursued the 
umversal religion, or the religion of Nature; that is, to 
be good men and true, by whatever denomination or 
persuasion they have been distinguished. A cheerful 
compliance with the established religion of the country 
in wnich they live, in so far as it corresponds with, and 
is agreeable to, the tenets of MMonry, is earnestly 
recommended in all their assemblies. This universal ' 
conformity, notwithstanding private sentiment and opi­
nion, answers the laudable purpose of conciliatin~ true 
friendship among men, and is an a~ few are qualified to 
to learn, and still fewer to reach. 

VII. 

Page 801. How comede Maeonnes more teachers than 
odher menne? 

The answer implies that Masons, having greater 
opportunities of improving their natural parts, are better 
qualified to instruct others. Mr. Locke's observations on 
their having the art of finding new arts, is very judicioua, 
and his explanation of it just. The fraternity have ever 
made the study of the arts a .principal part of their 
private amusement; in their several assemblies, nice and 
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difficult theories have been faithfully eanva.ed and 
wisely explained; fresh discoveries have also been pro­
duced, ana those already known have been accurately 
illustrated. The different claaees established, the gradual 
progression of knowledge communicaai, and the regu­
larity observed throughout the whole system of their 
~ovemment, is an evident proof of this &88ertion. Thoee 
10itiated into the mysteries of the art, soon diacover that 
:Masons are possessed of the art of finding out new arts; 
to which knowledge they gradually arrive by instruction 
from, and familiar intercourse with, men of genius and 
ability. 

VIII. 

Page 301. What dothe the Maconnes. concele and 
hydeY 

The answer imports the art of finding new arta for 
their profit and praise, and then particularises the differ­
ent arts they carefully cgnceal. Mr. Locke's remark, 
that this shows too much regard for their own society, 
and too little for the rest of mankind, is rather too 
severe, when he has admitted the propriety of concealing 
from the world what is of no real public utility, lest, 
being converted to bad uses, the consequences might be 
prejudicial to society. By the word praise is here meant 
honour and respect; to which the Masons were ever 
entitled, and which could only give credit to the wise 
doctrines they propagated. Their fidelity has ever given 
them a claim to esteem, and the rectitude of their man­
ners has ever demanded veneration. 

Mr. Locke baa made several judicious observations on 
the answer to this question. His being in the dark 
concerning the meaning of the faculty of Abrac, I am 
nowise surprised at, nor can I conceive how be could 
otherwise be. Abrac is an abbreviation of the word 
Abracadabra. In the days of i~norance and superstition, 
that word bad a magical sigmfication, and was written 
in a certain form peculiar ~ the Craft. The explanation 
of it is now lost. · 

Our celebrated annotator has taken no notice of the 
Masons having the art of working miracles, and fore­
seeing things to come.. Astrology was received as one 
of the arts which merited their patronage; and the good 
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effect resulting from the study of it, may fully vm­
dicate the countenance given by the Masons to this 
delusion. 

The ancient philosophers applied with unwearied dili . 
gence to discover the aspects, magnitudes, distances, 
motions, and revolutions of the heavenly bodies; and, 
according to the discoveries they made, pretended to 
foretell future events, and to determine concerning the 

·secrets of Providence: hence this study grew, in course 
of time, to be a regular science, and was admitted among 
the other arts practised by Masons. . · 

Astrology, It must be owned, however vain and 
delusive in itself, has proved extremely useful to man­
kind, by promoting the excellent science o( astronomy. 
The vain hope of reading the fates of men and the 
success of their designs, has been one of the strongest 
motives to induce them, in all countries, to an attentive 
observation of the celestial bodies; whence they have 
been taught to measure time, to mark the duration of 
seasons, and to regulate the operations of agriculture. 

IX. 

Page 303. Wylle he teche me thay same artes? 
By the answer to this question, we leam the neceuary 

qualifications which are required in a candidate for 
Masonry; a good character, and an able capacity. 

x. 
Page 303. Dothe all Maconnes kunne more then odher 

menne? 
The ahswer implies, that Masons have a better oppor­

tunity than the rest of mankind, of improving in useful 
knowledge. · 

XI. 

Page 303. Are Maconnes ~dder menne t~ odhera! 
Masons are not understood to be more VIrtuous tn 

their lives and actions than other men may be ; but it ia 
an undoubted fact, that a strict confonnity to the rulee 
of their profe88ion may mak.e th8111 better meD thaD 
they otherwise would be. 
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XII. 

Page 303. Dothe Maconnes love E;idher odher mygh-
tylye aa beeth sayde? . . 

The &Jl8Wer to this question is truly great, and is 
judiciously remarked upon by the learnecl annotator. 

By the answers to the three last questions, Masonry is 
vindicated against all the objections of cavillers; its 
excellency is displayed ; and every censure against it, on 
aeeount of the transgressions of its professors, entirely 
removed. No bad man can be enrolled in our records, 
if known to be so; but should he impose upon us, and 
we unwarily are led to receive him, our entfeavours are 
exerted to reform him; and it is certain, by being a 
Maaon, he will become a better subject to his sovereign, 
and a more useful member to the State. 

Upon the whole, Mr. Locke's observations on this 
curious manuscript are well deserving a serious and care­
ful examination; and there remains little doubt bot 
the favourable o_pinion he conceived of the society of 
Masons before h1s admission, was sufficiently confirmed 
after his initiation. 

--------r 

Of all the arts which Maaons profess, the art of keep­
ing a secret particularly distinguishes them. Secrecy is 
a proof of wisdom, and is of the utmost importance in 
the different transactions of .. life. Sacred as well as pro­
fane history ,has declared it to be an art of inestimable 
value. Secrecy is agreeable to the Deity himself, who 
gives the glorious example by concealing from mankind 
the secrets of his providence. The wisest of men cannot 
pry into the arcana of Heaven, nor can they divine to-day 
what to-morrow may brio~ forth. Many instances may 
be adduced from history of the great veneration that waa 
paid to this art by the ancients, but I shall only select a 
tew for the present entertainment of the reader. 

Pliny informs us that Anaxarchns, being imprisoned, 
with a view to extort from him some secrets with which 
he had been intrusted, and, dreading that exquisite tor­
ture might induce him to betray his trust, bit his tongue 
in the middle, and threw it in the face of Nieoreon, the 
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tyrant of Cyprus.. No torments ooul4 m.ak.e the servants 
of Planeus betray the secrets of their ma.ater; with forti­
tude they encountered every pain, and strenuously 
supported their fidelity, till death put a period to their 
sufferings. The Athenians had a statue olbrass to which 
they bowed; the figure was represented without a tongue, 
to ,denote secrecy. The Egyptians worshipped H:arpo­
crates, the god of Silence, who was always represented 
holding his finger to his mouth. The Romaus had also 
their goddess of Silence, named Angerona, to whom they 
offered worship. In short, the multiplicity of examples 
which might be brought to confirm the regard that was 
paid to this virtue in the early ages would increase the 
rian of my work far beyond its prescribed limits; suffice 
1t to observe, that Lycurgus, the celebrated law-giver, as 
well as Pythagoras, the great scholar, particularly recont­
mended this virtue; especially the last, who kept his 
disciples silent during seven years, that they might learn 
the valuable secrets he hn.d to communicate to them ; 
thereby expressing that secrecy was the rarest, as well 
as the noblest art. 

I shall conclude my remarks with the following story, 
related by a Roman historian, which, as it may be. 
equally pleasing and instructive, I shall give at full 
length: 

The senators of Rome had ordained that, during their 
consultations in the senate-house, each brother senator 
should be r.ermitted to bring his son with him, who was 
to depart 1f occasion require!. This favour, however, 
was _not general, but restricted only to the sons of noble­
men, who were tu~red,-from their infancy, in the virtue 
ef secrecy, and thereby qualified, in their riper years, to 
discharge the most important offices of government with 
fidelity and wisdom. About this time it happened that 

· the senators met on a very important ease, and the affair 
requiring mature deliber&tion, they were detained longer 
than usual in the senate-house, and the conclusion ~of 
their determination acljourned to the following day; each 
member eugaging, in the meantime, to keep secret the 
transactions of the meeting. Among other noblemen's 
sons who had attended on the occasion, W88 the son of 
1 he grave Papyrus, a family of great renown and splen­
dour. The young Papyrus was no leu remarkable .for 
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his genius than for the prt1denee of hi& deportment. On 
his return home, his mother, anxious to know what 
important case had been debated in the senate that day, 
which had detained the senators beyond the usual hour, 
entreated him to relate the particulars. The noble and 
virtuous youth told her it was a business not in his power 
to reveal, he being solemnly enjoined to silence. Ou 
hearing this her importunities were more earnest, and 
her inquiries more minute. Intelligence she must have; 
all evasions were vain. First, by fair speeches and 
entreaties, with liberal promises, she endeavoured to 
break open this little casket of secrecy; then, finding 
her efforts in vain, she adopted rigorous measures, and 
had recourse to stripes and violent threats ; firmly per­
suaded that force would extort what lenity could not 
effect. The youth, finding his mother's threats to be very 
harsh, but her stripes more severe, comparing his love to 
her, as his mother, with the duty be owed to his father; 

·the one mighty, but the other impulsive; lays her and 
her fond conceit in one scale; his father, his own honour, 
and the solemn injunctions to secrecy, in the other scale: 
and, fipding the latter greatly preponderate, with a noble 
and heroic spirit preserved h1s honour, at the risk of his 
mother's displeasure; and thus endeavoured to relieve 
her anxiety : 

"Madam, and dear mother, you may well blame the 
senate for their long sitting, at least, for presuming to 
call in question a case so truly impertinent: except the 
wives of the senators are.llowed to consult thereon, 
there can be no hope of a conclusion. I s_peak this only 
from my own opimon ; 1 know their grav1ty will easily 
confound my juvenile apprehensions; yet whether Nature 
or duty instructs me to do so, I cannot tell. It seems 
necessary to them, for the increase of people, and the 
public good, that every senator should be allowed two 
wives, or, otherwise, their wives two husbands. I 
shall hardly incline to call, under one roof, two men by 
the name of father; I bad rather, with cheerfulness, 
salute two women by the name of mother. This is the 
question, mother, and to-morrow it is to be determined." 

~is mother hearing this, and his seeming unwilling to 
reveal it, abe took it for an infallible truth. Her blood 
was quickly fired, and rage enaued. Without enquiring 
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farther into the cue, she immediately dilpatched meaeen­
gers to all the other ladies and matro01 of Rome, 
ac9.uainting them of thia weighty affair now under 
deliberation, in which the peace and welfare of their 
whole lives were so nearly concerned. The melancholy 
news soon spread a general alarm ; a thousand eonjec­
tur~s were formed; and the ladies being resolved to give 
their 88Bistance in the deciaion of this weighty point, 
immediately assembled; and, headed by young Papyrus's 
mother, on the next morning proceeded to the senate­
house. Though it is remarked that a parliament of 
women are seldom governed by one speaker, yet the 
affair being so urgent, the haste as pertinent, and the 
case (on their behalf) of the utmost consequence, the 
revealing woman must speak for all the rest, and insist 
on the neceBSity of the concurrence of the senators' 
wives to the determination of a law in which they were 
so particularly interested. When they came to the door 
of the senate·house, such a noise was made for admission 
to sit with their huspands in this grand consultation, that 
all Rome seemed to be in an uproar. Their business 
must be known before they have audience ; which being 
complied with, and their admission granted, such an 
elaborate oration was made ·by the female speaker on the 
oooasion, in behalf of her sex, as astonished the whole 
senators. She requested that the matter might be 
~eriously canv888ed according to juatice and equity; and 
expressed the determined resolution of all her sisters to 
oppose a measure so unoonltitutional as that of permit­
ting one husband to have two wivea, who could acarcely 
please one ; she proposed, as the most effectual way of 
peopling the state, tbat, if any alteration was made in 
the established custom of Rome, women might be per­
mitted to have two husbands. :Upon the. riddle being 
solved, the ladies were greatly confounded, and departed 
with blushing cheeks; while the noble youth, who had 
thus proved himself worthy of hia trust, was highly 
commended for his fidelity. However, in order to avoid 
a like tumult in future, the senate re1olved that the cus­
tom of introducing their sons should be abolished; but 
that young Pappas, on account of hia attachment to his 
word, and his discreet policy:, should be freely admitted, 
and. ever afterward• be di.gmfied and rewarded. 
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The virtue and fidelity of Papyrus is truly worthy of 
imitation ; but the Muons h11.ve · a still more gloriou1 
example in' their own body, of a brother, accomplished 
in . every art, who, rather than forfeit his honour, or 
betray his trust, fell a sacrifice to the cruel h~nd of a 
barbarous 88888sin. 

·o. 
A VINDICATION OF MASONRY, BY BROTHBB CHARLES LESLIE. 

If a. man were placed in a beautiful garden, would not 
his mind, on a. calm survey of its rich collections, be 
affected with the most exquisite delight Y The groves, 
the grottoes, the artful wilds, the flowerr parterres, the 
opening vistas, the lofty cas~des, the wmding streams, 
the whole variegated scene would awaken his sensibility; 
and inspire his soul with the most exalted ideu. When 
he observed the delicate order, the nice symmetry, and 
beautiful disposition of every part, which. though seem­
ingly complete in itself, yet reflected surprising and new 
beauties on each other, so that nothing could be wanting 
to make one beautiful whole, with what bewitching 
sensations would his mind. be agitated ! A view of this 
delightful scene would natUTally lead him to admire and 
venerate the hap~y genius of him who contrived it. 

If the J?roduct1ons of art can. so forcibly impreas the 
human mmd with surprise and admiration, with how 
much greater astonishment, and with what more profound 
reverence, must we behold the objects of Nature, which, 
on every hand, present to our view unbounded scenea of 
pleasure· and delight, in which divinity and wisdom are 
alike conspicuous Y The scenes which she displays are, 
indeed, too expanded for the narrow capacity of man ; 
yet it is easy, from the uniformity of the whole, to com­
prehend 'what may lead to the true source of happiness, 
the grand Author of existence, the_ supreme Governor of 
the world, the One perfect and unsullied beauty! 

· Beaides all the gaieties and pleaain~ prospects which 
everywhere surround us, and with wh1eli our senses are 
every. moment gratified; besides the symmetry, good 
order, and proportion that appear in the whole woru 
of the creation, there iB something farther that aif'eeta 
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the reftecting mind, and draWl ita attention nearer to 
the Divinity; the univel'B&l hannony and afFection which 
subsist throughout the different species of beings of 
every rank and denomination. These are the sure 
cement of the rational world, and· by these alone the 
rational world subsists. Could we think that it was 
possible for them to be diSBolved, Nature too, and man, 
the chief work of God, would soon return to chaos, and 
univeraal ruin ensue. 

If we look around us, we shall find that, in. the whole 
order of beings, from the seraph that adores and burns, 
down to the most inconsiderable insect,-all, according 
to their· proportion in the scale of existence, have, more 
or less, implanted in them by wise Nature the principle 
of uniting with others of the same species with them­
selves~ Do we not observe some of even the most 
inconsiderable animals formed into different ranks and 
societies, for the benefit and protection of each other? 
Need lname the careful ant, orindnstrious bee?-insects 
which the wisest of men has recommended as a pattern 
of unwearied' industry and prudent foresight. 

If we raise our ideas higher, we shall find that this 
innate principle of friendship .arises in proportion as the 
objects seem to advanee nearer to the degree of rational. 
There can be no better way of judging of tbe superiority 
of one part of the animal creation above the other, than 
by observing what degree of kindness and seeming good-

, nature they enjoy. However, I shall here pause, and 
refer the discuuion of this disquisition to some more 
refined genius, of superior parts and abilities. 

To confine my subject to the rational species, let us 
think and meditate on those benevolent dispositions and 
good-temper of soul, which indulgent Nature has ao 
kindly bestowed upon us. As human nature rises in the 
scale of things, so do the social affections likewise rise. 
Do we not feel in our breasts a strong pro_pensity to 
friendship? E~Joy we not a pleasure when it 1s firm and 
cemented, and feel we not a pain when it deadens or 
declines Y What sweetens life, but friendship ?-what 
relieves care, but friendship?-what alleviates pain, or 
mak.es sorrow smile,· but friendship?- sacrea, holy 
friendship ? 

The progre11 of friendship is not .confined to the nar-

' 
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.APPBl'fDIX. 

row cirele of private connections, but ia ouivenal, and 
extends to every branch -of the human race. Though 
ita influence is oobounded, yet it exerts itself more or 
less vehemently aa the objeeta it favours are nearer or 
more remote. Hence springs true patriotism, whieb 
irea the soul with the most generous flame, creates the 
beat and most disinterested virtue, and inspires that 
public spirit and heroic ardour which enables us to sup­
port a good cause, and risk our lives in ita defence. 

This commendable virtue crowns the lover of his 
country with unfading laurels, gives a lustre to all his 
actions, and conaecratee his name to latest ages. The 
warrior's glory may conaist in murder,. and the rude 
ravage of the desolating sword; but the blood of thou­
sands will not stain the hands of his country's friend. 
His virtues are open, and of the noblest kind. Coll8ciooa 
integrity supports him agai01t the arm of power; and 
should he bleed by a tyrant's hands, be gloriously dies a 
martyr in the cause of liberty, and leaves to posterity an 
everlasting monument of the greatness of his soul. 
Should I name the first Brutus, the self-devoted Deeii, 
or the self-condemned but unconquerable Cato 1 

Friendship not only appears divine when employed in 
preeerving the libertiee of our country, but ehinea with 
equal splendour in the more tranquil ·hours of life. 
Before it rises into the noble flame of patriotism, aiming 
deetruction at the heads of tyrants, thundering for 
liberty, and courting dangers in a good cause, we shall , 
eee it calm and moderate, burning with an even glow, 
improving the soft hours of peace, and heightening the 
rebsh for virtue. Hence it is that contracts are formed, 
societies are inatituted, and the vacant hours of life are 
cheerfully employed in agreeable company and IOCia1 
conversation. 

It is thus we may trace from reason and the nainre of 
things, the wise ends and designs of the I&Cred institution 
of Maaonry; which not only cultivates and improves a 
real and undiaguieed friendship among men, but teaches 
them the more important duties of society. V aia, thea, 
ia each idle surmise againat this aaored art, which our 
enemies may either meanly cherish in their own boaoma, 
or ignorantly promulgate to ~he uninstructed world. By 
decrying Maeonry, they derogate from human nature 
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itaelf, and from that good order and wise conatitution of 
things, which the Almighty Author of the world hu 
framed for the government of mankind, and has estab­
lished as the basis of the moral system, which, by a 
secret but attractive force, dia~oses the human heart to 
every social vittue. Can frienaship or social delights be 
the object of reproach? Can that wisdont which hoary 
Time has sanctified be the object of ridicule? How 
mean, how contemptible must those men appear, who 
vainly pretend to censure or contemn what tbey cannot 
com prebend! The generous heart will pity ignorance 
so aspiring and insolent. 
, I shall now proceed, and consider in what shape 
Masonry is of universal utilitr to mankind, how it is 
reconcilable to the best pohcy, why it deserves the 
general esteem, and why all men are bound to promote it. 

Abstracting from the pure pleasures which arise from 
a friendship so wisely constituted, and which it is scarce 
possible that any circul08tance or occurrence can erase, 
let us consider that Masonry is a .science confined to no 
particular country, but diffused over the whole terrestrial 
globe. Wherever arts flourish, there it flourishes, too. 
Add to this, that by secret and inviolable signs, carefully 
preserved among ourselves throughou-t the world, Masonry 
becomes an universal language. By this means many 
advantages at·e gained : men of all religions and of atl 
nations are united. The distant Chinese, the wild Arab, 
or the American savage, will embrace a brother Briton; 
and he will know that, besides the -common ties of 
humanity, there is still a stronger obligation to engage 
him to kind and friendly actions. The spirit of the 
.fulminating priest will be tamed, and a moral brother, 
though of a different persuasion, engage his esteem. 
Thus all those disputes which embitter life and sour the 
tempers of men are avoided; and every face is clad in: 
ltiDiles, while the common good of all, the generous 
design of the Craft, is zealously pursued. 

Is it not, then, evident that Masonry is an universal 
advantage to mankind? for sure, unless discord and 
harmony be the same, it must be so. Is it not likewise 
reconcilable to the best palicy? for it prevents the heat 
of pauion, and those partial animosities which different 
interests too often create. Masonry teaches us to be 
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faithful to our king, aod true to our country; to avoid 
turbulent measures, aud to submit with reverence to the 
decisions of legislative power. It is surely, then, no 
mean advantage, no trifling acquisition to anr commu­
nity or State, to have under its .Power and junsdiction a 
body of men who are loyal subJects, patrons-of science, 
and friends to mankind. 

Does not Masonry, therefore, of itself command the 
htghest regard? Does it not claim the greatest esteem? 
Does it not merit the most extensive patronage Y Without 
doubt. If all that is good and amiable, if all that is 
useful to mankind or society, be deserving a man's 
att-.mtion, Masonry claims it in the highest degree. What 
bea.utiful ideas does it inspire? how does it open and 
enlarge the mipd? and how abundant a source of ~~atia­
f~W:tion does it afford? Does it not recommend universal 
benevolence, and every virtue which ean endear one man 
to another? and is it not particularly adapted to give 
tbt1 mind the most disinterested, the most generous 
notions? 

An uniformity of opinion, not only useful in exigencies, 
but pleasing in familiar life, universally prevails among 
Masons, strengthens all the ties of their friendship, and 
equally promotes love an.d eate.em. Masons ate brethren, 
a11.d amongst brothers there exist no invidious distinc­
tions. A king is reminded that, although a crown adorns 
h•s head, ao.d a sceptre his hand, yet. the blood in his 
-;~ins is derived from the comman parent of mankind, 
•. nd is no better than that of the meanest of his subjects. 
.Men in inferior stations are taught to love their superk•n. 
when they see them divested of their grandeur, aud 
condescending to trace the paths of wisdom, and follow 
virtue, assisted by those of a rank beneath them. Virtue 
is true nobility, and wisdom is the channel by which it 
is directed and conveyed. Wisdom llnd virtue, therefore, 
are the great characteristics of ~lasons. 

.Masonry inculcates universal lBve and benevolence, 
and disposes the heart to particular acts of goodness. 
A Maeon, possessed of this amiable, this God-like dispo­
sition, is shocked at misery under every form or appear­
ance. His pity is not only excited, but he is prompted, 
as far as is consistent with the rules of prudence, to 
alleviate the pain of the suft'erer, and cheerfully to 
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contribute to his relief. For this end our funds are 
raised, and our charities established on the firmest 
foundation. ·When a brother is in distreu, what heart 
does not ache? When he is hungry, do we not convey 
him food? Do we not clothe him when he is naked? 
Do we not fly to his relief when he is in trouble Y Thus 
we evince the propriety of the title we assume, and 
demonstrate to the world, that the. term brother, among 
Masons, ia not merely nominal. . 

If these acts are not sufficient to recommend so great 
and generous a plan, such a wise and good society, happy 
in themselves, and equally happy in the pos888sion of 
eveey aocial virtue, nothing which is truly good can 
prevail. The man who resists arguments, drawn from 
such topics,- must be callous to every noble principle, 
and lost to all sense of honour. 

Nevertheless, though . the fairest and the best ideaa 
may be thus imprinted in the mind, there are brethren 
who, careless of their own reputation, disregard the 
instructive lessons of our noble scieuce, and, by yielding 
to vice and intemperance, not only disgrace themselves, 
but reflect dishonour. upon Masonry in general. It is this 
unfortunate circumstance which has given rise to those 
severe and unjust reflections, which the prejudiced part 
of mankind have so liberally bestowed upon us. But let 
these apostate brethren know, and let it be proclaimed t.o 
the world at large, that they are unworthy of their trust, 
and that, whatever name or designation they assume, they 
are in reality no Masons. It is as possible for a mouse 
to remove a mountain, or a man' to calm the boisterous 
ocean, as it is for a principled Mason to commit a dis­
honourable action. Masonry consists in virtuous improve­
ment, in cheerful and innocent pastime, and not in lewd 
debauchery or unguarded excess. 

But, tpough unhappy brethren thus transgress, no wise 
man will draw any argument from thence against the 
10ciety, or urge it as an objection ~ainst the institution. 
If the wicked lives of men were admitted as an argument 
agaiast the religion which they profess, Christianity 
itself, with all its divine -beauties, would be exposed to 
censure. Let us, therefore, endeavour strenuously to 
support the dignity of our characters, and, by reforming 
t.he abuses which have crept in among us, display Ma-

__j 
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10nry in ita primitive lustre, and oonviuee mankind that 
the source fr-om which it.fiows is truly divine. 

It is this conduct which can alone retrieve the ancient 
glory of the Craft. Our generous and good actions mut 
diatlDguish our title to the privileges of Masonry, and 
the regularity of our ·behaviour display their in6.uence 
and utility. Thus the world will admire our sanctity of 
manners, and ei'ectually reconcile our uniform conduct 
with the incomparable teneta we profess to admire. 

As our Order is founded upon harmony, and subsists 
by regularity and .Proportion, ao our passions ought to 
be properly restramecf, and be ever subservient to the 
dictates of right reason. As the delicate pleasures of 
friendship harmonise our minds, and e:s:clu(le rancour, 
malice, aD.d ill-nature, sow~ ought to live lik.e brethren, 
bound by the B&me tie, always cultivating fraternal 
affection, and reconciling ourselves to the practice of 
those duties- which are the basis on which the structure 
we erect must be aupported. · By improving our mind• 
in the principles .of morality and virtue, we enlarge our 
understaudings, and more. effectually- answer the great 
euds of our exi&tence. Such as VIOlate our laws, or 
infringe ou good order, we mark. with a peculiar odium; 
and, if our mild endeavours to reform their lives should 
not answer the good purposes intended, we expel them 
our assemblies, as unfit members of society.-

'l'hia is the practice which should universally prevail 
among Masons. Our outward co'ftduct being directed by 
our inward principles, we should be equally careful to 
avoid censure and reproach. Useful knowledge ought 
to be the great o~ject of our d88ire; for the ways of 
wisdom are beautiful, and l~d io pleasure. We ought 
to search into Nature, as the advantages accruing from 
so a~reeable a study, will amply compenB&te our un­
weaned &88idpity. Knowledge must be attained by 
degrees, and is not everywhere to be found. Wisdom 
seek.s the secret shade, the lonely cell designed for con­
templation; there enthroned she sits, delivering her 
sacred oracles; there let us seek. her, and pursue the real 
bliss; for, though the paasage be diftioult, the farther 
we trace it the easier it will become. 

Geometry, that extensive art, we should particularly 
study, as the first a.nd noblest of seiences. By geometry 
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we may curiously trace Nature, through her various 
• windings, to her most concealed recesses. By it we may 

discover the power, the wisdom, and the goodness of the 
Grand Artificer of the universe, and view, with amazing 
delight, the beautiful proportions which connect and 
grace this vast machine. By it we may discover, how 
the planets move in their different orbs, and mathemati­
cally demonstrate their various revolutions. By it we 
may rationally account for the return of seasons, and the 
mixed variety of scenes which they· display to the dis­
cerning eye. NumberleBS worlds are around us, all 
framed by the same Divine Artist, which roll through 
the vast expanse, and are all conducted by the same 
unerring laws of Nature. How must we, then, improve! 
with what grand ideas must such knowledge fill our 
minds! and how worthy is it of the attention of all 
rational beings, especially of those who profeBS them .. 
selves promoters of our grand institution. 

It was a 1urvey of Nature, and the observation of its 
beautiful proportions, that first determined man to 
imitate the d1vine plan, and to study symmetry and 
order. This gave nse to societies, and birth to every 

· useful art. The architect began to design, and the plans 
which he laid down, improved by experience and time, 
produced some of those excellent works which will be 
the admiration of future ages. I might here trace the 
history of the Craft, and show that, ever since order 
began, or harmony displayed her charms, our Order had 
a being; but this is so well known, that a tedious dis­
cussion of incontrovertible facts might rather cloud the 
understanding, than open to our view a prospect, which 
ignorance and barbarism can only veil. 

If we are united, our soeiety must flourish; let us, 
then, promote the U&eful arts, and, by that means, mark 
our distinction and superiority ; let us cultivate the social 
virtues, and improve m all that is good and amiable ; let 
the Genius of Masomy preside, and, under her sovereign 
away, let·us endeavour to act with becoming dignity. 

Now, is Masonry so good, so valuable a science? Does 
it tend to instruct the mind, and tame each unruly 
passion? Does it expel rancour, hatred, and envy ? 
Does it reconcile men of all religions, and of all 
nations Y Is it an unive1'881 cemP.nt, binding its fol1ow-

16 



era to charity, good-will, and &eel'et friendahip Y Ill it 
calculated to prOm.ote the truest freedom 't Doee it 
teach men to lead quiet lives Y In abort, ll'e ita ~ 
a complete system of moral virtue Y Then hail, thou 
glorious Craft, bright transcript of all that ia amiahle! 
Hail, thou bleued moral science, which ao beautifully 
"xemplifies virtue! W eloome, ye delightful DWIIiona, 
where all enjoy the pleasures of a serene and tranquil 
life! W eloome, ye blessed retreats, where smiling 
friendship ever blooms, and, from her throne, diapeoael 
pleasure with unbounded liberality! Welcome, sacred 
habitations where peace and innocenee for ever dwell ! 

P . 

.A. LB880l'f J'OB. PB.BBMASONS ; OR, .A. SBBJBS OJ' MOBAL 
OBSBB.V.A.TIONS ON THE INSTBUKBNTS OP IIA80lf1lY. 

The various instruments which we of this profe~~ion 
make use of, are all emblematical or picturesque of tbe 
conduct-of life we ought to persevere in. 

The RuLB directs us to observe J»unctually every 
Go~l duty; to pre88 forward in the nght path, neither · 
inclming to the nght nor left hand, for the sake of any 
transient amusement or gratification whatsoever; it for­
bids us to give in to the least inclination or pro~naity m­
to the curve of life, and reminds us to beware of the leui 
tendency to a circle, either in religion or morals! uoi 
to mind (because they have seldom any other thaD 
lelftsh views) neither outs, nor ins in politics; and to 
have in all our conduct eternity in view. 

The LINE should make us pay the strictest attention 
to that line of duty which has been given us, or rather 
which was marked out to us, by our great Bene&ctor 
and Redeemer. It teaches us to avoid all kinds of 
double-dealing, both in conversation and actions ; u 
points out the direct but narrow path that leads to a 
glorious immortality; and that sincerity in our profee­
aion will be our only pauport thither. This line, like 
J acob'sladder, connects heaven and ea.rta together; ud. 
by laying hold of it, we climb up to that place whve we 
shall change this short line of t1me for the neveNmdiag 
circle of eternity. 
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The PLUMB·LINB admonilhe1 us to walk erect and 
upright in our Christian vocation; noi to lean to a side, 
but to hold the seale of justice in equal poise; to observe 
the juat medium between temperance and volurtuoua­
neaa; to fathom the depth of our limited capacities, and 
to make our several paasions and prejudices of education 
fall plumb in, or coincide with our line of duty. 

The SQUARE will teach us to square all our actions by 
this Gospel rule and line, and to make our whole conduct 
harmoniae with this most salutary scheme. Our be­
haviour will be regular and uniform, not aspiring at 
things above our reach, nor pretending to things above 
our finite capacities, nor to affect things above what our 
circumstances can possibly bear. In our expenses, there­
fore, we shall neither ape those who are placed in a more 
eulted sphere, nor atte:~~d so much to the ~litter of 
gold as to sink beneath our proper station ; but we shall 
obaerve the golden mean, 

" And always to our acres join our sense, 
Becaul!e, 'tis use that sanotiiies expense." 

The CoMPASSEs will inform us that we should in 
every atation learn to live within proper bounds, that 
we may, therefore, be enabled to contribute freely and 
cheerfully to the relief of the necessities and indigences 
of our fellow creatures. Hence we shall rise to notice, 
live with honour, ~d make our exit in humble hopes of 
oompaBBin~ what ought to be the main pursuit of the 
most aspinng geniua-a crown of glory. 

The LEVEL should advise us that, since we 1u·e all 
descended from the same common stock, partake of the 
like nature, have the same faith and the same hope 
through the redemption, which render us naturallv 
upon a level with one another, we ought not to divest 
ourselves of the feelings of humanity; and though dis­
tinctions nece888rily make a subordination among man­
kind, yet eminence of station should not make us forgei 
that we are men, nor cause us to treat our brethren, 
because placed on the lowest spoke of the wheel of For­
tune, with coniempt; because a time will come, and the 
wiseat of men know not how soon, when all diatinotiona, 
except in goodnel8, will ce88fl, and when death-tba~ 
gand leveller of all human greataea-will bring na. to 
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a level at the last. From hence, too, the sceytie, the 
lhallow reasoner, and babbling disputer of this world, 
may learn to forbear the measuring of infinity by the 
dull measure of his own grovelling capacity, and en­
deavour, by way of atonement for his insults upon every 
thin~ that tends to elevate mankind, either goocJ or great, 
to VIndicate the ways of God to man. 

From your M.&.LLBT and CmsBL, you may likewise 
know what advantages accrue from a proper education. 
The human and unpolished mind, like a diamond sur­
rounded with a dense crust, discovers neither ita sparkling 
nor different powers, till the rough external is smoothed 
off, and beauties, till then unknown, rise full to our 
view. Education gives, what a chisel does to the stone, 
not only an external polish and smoothness, but discoven 
all the inward beauties latent qnder the roughest 8Ul'faces. 
By education our minds are enlarged, and they not only 
range through the large fields of matter and space, but 
also learn with greater perspicuity-what is above all 
other knowledge-our real duty to God and man. 

Your TaowBL will teach you that nothing is united 
together without proper cement : no strict union, nor 
external-polish can be made without it. And, as tht> 
Trowel connects each stone together by a/roper di&­
position of the cement, so Charity, that bon of perfec­
tion of all social union (which I earnestl.r recommend 
to you all), links separate minds anD. vanous intereata 
together; and, like the radii o( a circle, that extend from 
the centre to every part of the circumference, makea 
each member have a tender regard for the real welfare 
of the whole community. But as some members will be 
refractory in every society, your Hammer will likewise 
teach you how to use becoming discipline ud correction 
towards such like offenders. If they will not submit to 
rule, you may strike off the excrescences of their swt>ll­
ing pride, till they sink into a modest deportment. Are 
they irregular in their practices? Your Hammer will 
instruct you to strike off each irregularity, and fit them 
to act a decent part on the stage of life. Do any aft'ect 
things above their stations? "£'our Hammer will teaeh 
you to pre• them down to their J!lOJ?er level, that they 
may learn, in the school· of discipline, that neceuary 
knowledge-to be courteous. 
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What the HAIIIIlla is to the workman, that enlightened 
reuon is to the pa.uiona in the human mind: it curbs 
ambition, that aspires to ita own and neighbour's hurt: 
it depresses envy, moderates anger, checks every~ 
frailty, and encourages every good disposition of the soul; 
from whence must arise that comely order, that delight 
ful aelf-complacency, 

"Which DOthlDg earthly give1 or OIID deatroy, 
The 10ul'a oalin aunahine, and the heart-felt joy." 

Thus, from our instruments may we all be instructed 
to raise a stately fabric of good works, upon the sQ-ong 
foundation of Faith, that we may be fitted at last to 
inhabit that glorious house, not made with hands, eternal 
in the Heavens ! 

'I'D BND. 


