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INTRODUCTION.

_.gE original object of the secret rites of freemasonry has been a subject
of inquiry for upwards of six hundred and the enigma seems not
to have been satisfactorily solved. The initiated, as well as those with-
out the pale of the order, are equally ignorant of their derivation and

import. hat mote it be! is a question as difficult of solution mow
as when ﬂg'ﬁpmhy king Heory V1. of England.

The intention of this work is to endeavour to unravel the intricate web
in which the mystery is involved, by tracing the order back to its source,
and, by showing its intimate connection and similitade to institutions
more mcimt,o‘putit beyond a doubt, that it sprang from, and is a
countinustion of the rites and ceremonies observed in those establish-
ments.

Had s work, taken notice of by the Abbé Barruel, fallen into the
hands of the editor, he would probably have been saved much trouble in
the prosecution of this research.—' We recommend,” says he, “to our
reader to the treatise of a most learned and zealous mason,
dedicated Ehu&a Verstehen, or To those who can undersiand. He
leaves no stone unturned throughout antiquity to prove the identity of
the ancient mysteries of Eleusis, of the Jews, of the Druids, and of the

Eqpﬁ.mn, with those of freemasonry.”

n pursuance of this course, it becomes necessary to take a transient
view of the dogmas and customs of Egypt in the remotest periods of
its history ; for it appears evident, that this country was ths salient
pom:ed from which the religious observances of the ancient world com-
men . 3y

What are emphatically called the mysteries, is but another name for
religion ; and an ition of what they'zm'ﬁmhﬂ,‘il of course embraced
Rty Bubject as ing a parallel with the rites of masonry. In-
dependent of the main design of the work, these topics in themselves
posseas great interest as matters of curiosity ; which is enhanced by
obeerving the close affinity which they bear to the practices of the
masonic order at the present day.

“ Among all the ancient nations which have been distinguished in
history, there is none more worthy of our notice than tho‘misdom of
ﬂp& If not the birth-place, it was the early prutector of the sciences;

cherished every species of knowledge, which was known or cultivated
in remote times. It was the principal source from which the Grecians
derived their information ; and, after all its windings and enlargements,
we may still trace the stream of our knowledge to the banks of the
Nile.”  (New Edinb. Ency.)

Whatever may be thought of the doctrines of the mysteries, they
enforced the principles of morality by the most terrific scenical repre-
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sentations of the torments of the wicked on the one hand, and of the
mtpludnlﬁlpedldel of the of the righteous on the other,
in a future These scenes are faintly copied in royal arch masonry,
and the same morals, in like manner, inculeated.

The writer iz not a devotee to the mystic rites of the craft : he is not

to vindicate the outrages committed by individuals of the order,

ted by a fanatical zeal for the protection of frivolous ceremonies ;

norwillhenpalngimlortham&nmyhnebmmdoofthem
ni hmmouthsﬂmofpohhnl aspirants. Ifa.u{

uence in this respect has been employed, as is asserted adounot
hesitate to pronounce it anti-masonic—against the rules of the order ;
for both religion, on which itself was originally founded, a8 well as
n;ﬂitiga,uiatom!ye:cl uded from the lodge.

most material and best founded objection that has been brought

lgunltmuonry is the oaths which it imposes upon the brethren. They

to the taste of the present age : their continuance was an

anmmonl under in the revivers of the order in 1717. They were then

no longer necessary. Musonry contains nothing which at that time
mdmd:tu members amenable to the laws of England.

The false construction put upon these oaths, has implicated the order
in the foulest deeds ; and perhaps caused the masonic obligations to be
ounudemdpanmounttolegﬂoathsndmmdmwum of law, and
thus the course of justice, The only means, tharaform, of
this evil, and of wiping away the stain gt present attached to
the society, is & tolal abandonment of the oaths

Homdmﬂblothhmybotomyofthehuﬂlnn,ltum
by others on the absurd and surﬂhhoul notion, that no alteration can
take place in “the ancient land-marks" of the institution ; which, like

"‘&ttbemthtuholddmmphﬂu, thof &x ly minat
inallitsd and t bas from time immemorial bean

of every candidate. Ithmhhnwﬂutuotmu&hldmkun-
dation st first. It would argne a incredible, to invent one o sacred and
hﬁﬂaﬂom«dyhtﬁegkaofd uﬂ.ng L Norttu- such » lolemnlty m@:ﬂ
*hththmurwhnwulﬁthmmhubm,tn tho art ofbui.ldhlg, wintho
le circle of science merely, that could require or even warrant so aj
olﬂklﬁon‘l' Kdthu- dou it agres with tb‘n pnil::t. state oftiaa‘ ma::,; ﬁor
no ¢ Ilﬂl'bll;{ i a t
Mtrmf: t, but laudabl Gndmdpmmﬂn
ness of man, Tluinmoﬂhiloﬂ.h,thon.mu ve most un,
with the awful solemnity of such an engagement, if, a.tthe time of ita
lmﬂmﬁm, there did not exist a cause, nate, at least in some to the
mmﬂuﬂohm —The way to words by things, or an
lmmptltthn of the ancient celﬁo,inlvalmao( tructs in the library of
Harvard College.) What this cause was, we can detarmine ouly by probable con-
Jecture. “Ilil::;em_r presume thl:‘,ltmlllt hn:;giglmml in some great personal
iﬂhel.rmhmtllau;nnwthaworld Every mason, by reflecting ou thess hints
will satisfy his own mind. that at the first constitution of our ﬁ'lhmﬂ.:r, its great
objeot was Kot solely the advancement of the arts, still less of architecture alons,”—
(Greenleef's Brief Inquiry into the Origin and Principlés of Freemasonry.)
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the laws of the Medes and Persians, must remain eternally the same :
when, notwithstanding, within about ﬁityrml.thnoldindommhaw
been broken down, and the boundaries of the order extended so as to
include an immense territory beyond the ancient limita.

After this unqualified reprobation of the oaths, I confidently assert,
that nothing is taught or practised in the lodges contrary to the strictest
morals. The exposition of the ritual by those even who are inimical to the
the order, proves the fact. And, as has been often urged, if there were
no other testimony, the characters of many of those who are known to -
the m:;l-bu's,ilamﬁdent guarantee that nothing improper would be

If it be that a partial feeling is created among the brethren that
operates inj ly to the public good, it may bensumwerad, that the
same objection may be urged against all associations of individuals, what-
ever may be their views and intentions,

This partiality, by the way, has been the cause of relieving many in

i and even saving the lives of valuable citizens. A case of this
kind happened in the American revolutionary war, which is often
alluded to by masonic writers. Col. McKenstry was tl.kanhgﬁlonarb;
the Indians, who were preparing to put him to a cruel death. In this
emergency, he gave the masonic sign of distress, which induced a brother
mason, & British officer, to interfere and save his life.

While this transaction reflects honor upon the officer as a mason, it at
the same time leaves an indelible stain upon his character as s man,
which equally attaches to his king snd government. What! emplo
llnguulnxiliuiuinm,mdtbenlhndbywdlookwolyon,whﬂz
they amuse themselves in fomahawking and scalping their prisoners,
unless the latter can give the talismanic signal, and pronounce the SAib-
Boleth of masonry 1—But as kings are considered by their subjects not to
be moral agents, but loocked upon as minors or idiota who can do no
wrong, the prime minister at the time, Lord North, and his principal
adviser, Lord Sackville, must bear the bulk of the odium.

This rule of masons to grant aid to each other under certain circum-
atances, was ly derived from the laws of Egypt, by which, “ He
who had neg or refused to save a man's life when attacked, if it
were in his power to assist him, was punished as rigorously as the assas-
ain : but if the unfortunate person could not be succoured, the offender
was at least to be impeached, and penalties where decreed for any
neglect of this kind. Thus the subjects were a guard and protection to
one another; and the whole body oi the community united against the
designs of the bad,”"—(Rollin's Anc. Hiat.)

Bome apology for the awful oaths administered in masonic lodges is
perhaps due on the acore of precedent ; which has in all times grestly
influenced the customs and government of the world, and sometimes
sanctified principles the most absurd and pernicious.

The mysteries were by the most severe oaths in Greece
and, Rome, and no doubt, were equally so in Egypt, the place of their
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birth. And, moreover, in the two former countries, if not in the latter,
medingthemdthuomym-iuwpunuhadmthdmhb;th-

Fartlmthmmlluhhnhalreuon the greater mysteries taught
the dootrine of one Bupreme Gnd,mdthntpolythdsmwumemr;
admitting, at the same time, that the sun, moon, and stars, were minor
divinities under the superintendence of the one Supreme. The belief,
however, in Hero-Gods was so ted on the minds of the ignorant
multitude, that it was feared the open promulgation of a doctrine in
. opposition to that faith would lead to disturbances in the state that
might produce great evilL This mystery consequently was confided only
to a chosen few of the most intelligent, under the sanction of an oath
and the penalties of the law.

When freemasonry was first established in England, soon after the
edletotCanute,inthebemnnmg of the eleventh oentury, (as is pre-

sumed,) prohibiting in tofo the Druidical worship, the strongest caths

uired to bind the initiated to secrecy : for had the real intent

]n:! its founders been known, it would doubtless have cost them their
ves,

That Canute was superstitious, and of course vindictive, is evident
from his having made a i to R«me,thmnghaxemn religious
geal, in 1080 ; and d, no doubt, have puniahed the Druids
{or an infraction of his odict with merciless cruelty.

mwg)onﬁon of the Danes with the nation, (says Lu:@ud in
hulnrhorrof ngland,) the rites of paganism had again made their ap-
pearance in the i Canute forbade the worship of the heathen gods,
dthemnormoon,ofﬁmwntar of stones or fountains, and of forests
or trees,

This ferocious and warrior, in 1080, made a pilgrimage to
Rome, On the road he visited the most celebrated churches, leaving
everywhere proofs of his devotion and liberality. In his return he pro-
ceeded immediately to Denmark, but tched the Abbot of Tln!bot'k
to England with a letter describing the ol]mmdiuueo! his journey.
In this letter he says, “It is long since I bound myself by my vow te
make this pilgri ; but I had been hitherto prevented by affairs of
state, and other impediments. Now, however, I return humble thanks
to Almighty God, that he has allowed me to visit the tomb of the
blessed apostles, Peter and Paul, and every holy place within and with-
out the city of Rome, and to honor and venerate them in person. And
this I have done, because I had learned from my teachers, that the
apostle Bt. Peter received from the Lord the great power of binding and
loosing with the keys o{th kingdom of heaven. On this account I
thought it Eﬂl{n wolicit Az wii’h God.”

He concl lstterlsfol.lm Ienhutlll bishops,
and all the sheriffs, by\‘heﬁdehtywhchigayowabm to God,
that the church duuamrdingtothe ancient laws, may be paid before
my return, namely : the plow-alms, the tithes of cattle of the present
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{m the Peter-pence, the tithes of fruit in the middle of Avgust, and the
irk-shot RETNS Tedst of Bt, Martin, to the parish church. Should this
be omitted, at my return, I will punish the offender by exacting the
whole fine nppomted b{)e w. Fare ye well.”

Farthermore it may be remarked, that the customs of the times in
which I am endeavouring to show that masonry was established sanc-
tioned the moat horrible oaths,

" Eha multiplicity of oaths in the judicial ing of the middle

aays Dr. Henry, in his of t Britain, v. iii, p. 425)
hu:l the same effect that it will always have, of diminishing men’s ven-
eration for them, and giving occasion for frequent perjury. The legis-
lators of those times employed several devices to prevent this, by
awakening the consciences, and keeping alive the religious fears of
mankind. With this view, their oaths were couched in the most awful
forms of words that could be invented ; and these forms were frequently
elnnsod, that they might not lose their effect by becoming too

.Han "who have written with t asperi inst masonry, under
false m{prrunom of ita general tinde Y, lnty doubt] been actuated
by the purest motives, whilst others, such as the Abbé Barruel and
Professor Robinson, have been :mtlfnl.ed by the most malignant pre-
judices. I shall take some notice of these two writers in the sequel.

‘ﬁtlc”mﬁdlco:fdl.:ork ib :Iu m
&um hlln; me Goths, in middlmﬂln ocent hlhtllin'
lElrh,hﬂumiﬁhn\f the fifteenth centus I‘g—l‘-d.i.tn.
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CHAPTER L

DOGMAS AND CUSTOMB OF THE ANCIENT EOYPTIANS.

Yt will be attempted in this work to show that the mysteries and cere-
momudthecd‘:gnhdmd;dlibemmdmvu]ifmmtho;
religious dogmas customs of ancient nations, particularly those

where the foundation of the whole machinery of religious mys-
teriea, as far as is known, was first hid.

In order, therefore, to attain a com ive view of this subject, it
beoomunm-qhobomﬂiniorm of the rites, customs, snd cere-
monies of the ancient inhabitants of that famous country. And as the
Abbe Pluche, in his History of the Heavens, has treated more minutely
of these topics, and explained them more satisfactorily, than any other
author that has fallen under my obeervation, I shall commence this
volume with extracts from his work.

Critical histories of the fabulous gods of paganism, under the sem-
blance of truth, have been trausmitted from age tuags,-ndbeon
generally received as narratives of real facta. Plnehohaunvdlodmmy
of these poetical fictions, and pointed out the source from which they
were derived.

limits will mot permit me to give the whole of his
butwmuntotthsgrutmmto!thamk,m&hwhch.mnﬂin-
sumed, but few American readers are acquainted, I have not co
thenlecﬁommlyhmohpuﬁnhnnnmuhrbunngum
the subject in hand.

As the author is little known in America, I will give an abstract of &
i’kmhlgfahuhhmd writings, contained in La Biographic univeraelle,
'aris, 0.

Iﬁtﬁony Pluche, a celebrated writer, was born at Reims, in 1688 ;
and obtained the appointment of Professor of Languages in the University
o! that city. Two years alterwards he passed to the chair of Rhetorig,

and was raised to holy orders. The Bishop of Laon, (Clermont,) becom-
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ing acquainted with his talents, gave him the idency of the College
of bis diocese. By his assiduity and science the institution was much
fmproved ; when particular circumstances occurred that troubled his
tranquillity, and obliged him to relinquish his employ. The Intendant
of Rouen confided to him the education of his son, at the request of the
celebrated Rollin. The Abbe Pluche having fulfilled this trust with
success, left Rouen for Paris, where he gave, at first, lessons on Geogra-
phy and History. Through the notice of distinguished authors, his
name soon became celebrated, and he sustained that celebrity by his
works.

He gave successively to the public,—first, the Speatacle de la Nature,
(Nature Displayed), in 9 volumes, 12mo. This work, equally instructive '
as agreeabls, is written with much clearness and elegance. Second, The
Histoire du Ciel, (History of the Heavens,) in 2 vols. 12mo. In this
work is to be found two parts, almost independent of each other. The
ﬁmtmhimlsrnedmmhuupontheﬁino“hepoeﬁul heavens.
This is nearly a complete myth , founded upon new and ingenious
ideas. The second is the history of the opinions of philosophers on the
formation of the world. The suthor here shows the uncertainty of
systems the most aceredited. Besides a diction noble and well turned,
one here finds an erudition that does not fatigue. As to the ground of
the system exposed in the first part, Yoltaire calls it, probably with
reason, the Fable of Heaven. Third, La Mécanique des Langues, Paris,
1785, in 12mo. He here proposes a means more short for learning

ourth, Concorde de la Geographie des differens Ages;
Paris, 1764, in 12mo.

Plan of the Work.

I find myself under the necessity of oversetting, or unravelling, fables’
in order to establish truth. The men most celebrated who have treated
of the formation of the heavens and of the earth, or of their mutual
relations, were pagans, philosophers of different nations, and sacred
writers. Those systems which have been given by the Egyptians,
Phenicians, the Greoks, and Romans, are obscured by fabulous recitals,
and b{ metamorphoses full of absurdity. Although they were the most
ingenious and polished of all people, they formed ideas so strange on the
government of the heavens, and on the powers which sustain the human
mﬂ, that there is no need to combat them with argument ; they carry

own refutation with them. But, from the depth of this frightful
darkness it is possible to elicit light. Through thess fictions I find a
fact, the explication of which shows us what has given birth to fables;
it is the development of them. The first fixed point is the signification
of the names and figures which have served, from the highest antiquity,
to characterize the sun, the moon, and the stars, according to their
different situations. The usages of the ancients and the inspection of
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nature, will aid us in discovering the sense, the knowledgs of which will
lead us immediately to perceive the enormous abuse that has been made of
the institutions of the first men, and place in sufficient light the origin
of the idolstry of our fathers.

Ancther effect of this research is to teach us that the same mistake
which has peoj the heavens with chimerical divinities, has given
birth to a multitude of false pretentions on the influences of the hea-
venly bodies, and the errors which still ise over moat minds. If
wrlhtnqotthahnvmpmdmm benefit than the discovery
of the mistakes which have precipitated the human race into errors that
diegrace it — the consequences of which still disturb the rej of
society—this will undoubtedly be an advantage sufficiently satis 2

My remarks may be useful to youth, by unveilling to them thoss
fab wmlguwhie{:hlhey h::l'laooftan m“ﬁted{huI h:!vje still

ter hopes, perhaps with too m umphmi is small essa;
g.i;htboofmemtotuehmt.hmdm should think myse
happy to have assisted their work, by some views which they might
afterwards improve and pur:Eoﬂrﬂnn to the wants of their disciples.

1
g
i
:
g
:
g
‘
;
£
2
E.
i
£

Bt 4 t.hemuterspto:;;bl will like
and adopt a principle w great aimplicity puts it withi reach of
children themsel

The chief benefit I should be glad to reap from my labour would be
povetlne mlﬁamwﬁinmmﬁoz h:lt dmﬁaﬁsim’ .
l-ﬁ'l.l.lm' i i possibilit; necessit;
both which are still of no small extent. & 4

The engravings accompanying the work are all drawn from the monu-
ments of antiquity. They are marked as follows :—all those found in
Antiquity Kzplai ntfancon, with an M ; those collected by
rtari, with a €} those which dire on the vase of agate of St, Den
with a V; and those which are taken from the table of Isis, publish
by Pignorius, with a T.

Usages Common to All Nations.

We are sometimes amazed at the conformity found in many respects
between the practices of the Hebrews and those of the mations given
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over to the grossest idolatry. Most of the learned, in order to account
for such a similitude of say that false religions only copied
and mimicked the true; and the conformity of some mlnn
of mythology with sacred history, they think themselves au to
affirm that the heathens had the communication of the holy scriptures,
or must have frequented the company of and imitated the Hebrews.
Other learned men, and among the rest Sir John Marsham, in his
Rule of Times, being sensible how much unknown to, and as it were,
separated from other nations, the Hebrews were,—how much disliked
by those that knew them,—and of course how little fit they where to
serve them as models, and finding, moreover, from s multitude of evi-
dent proofs, that the sacrifices, the ceremonial, and the very objects
themselves, of idolatry, were prior to Moses and the holdz:oriptum they
s Sfintion G e Sutouss of Hayph #od e slghtxssFiug sasiam, T
an imitation customs neig ing nations, but
ld;phdh&oumhipolmeﬁ?’

Symbolic Writing.

Tee Egyptians, even the most ancient of them, were acquainted with
the signs of the Zodiac. Their monuments, which are known to be of the
earliest antiquity, are covered with figures, among which those of the
crab and the wild goat, of the balance and the scorpion, of the ram and
:uhengu]l, of the kid, the lion, the virgin, and the rest are frequently

und.

The twelve symbolical names, which aignify the twelve portions, both
of the year and the heavens, were a prodigious help towards regulating
&:dbeginninga of sowing, mowing, harvest, and the other works of man-

It was found very convenient, to expose in public a small figure, or &
singlee letter, to notify the exact time which certain general works were
tToh begt;nwin coanmon, and when certain feasts were to be :;le’ontod.

e use of these figures appeared so convenient, that they degrees
extended it to more things than the order of the calendar. BSeveral
gymbols, fit to inform the people of certain truths, by some nnlngz-or
relation between the figure and the thing they have a mind to have
understood, were devised.

This method of saying or showing one thing, to intimate others, is
what indiced among the eastern nations the taste-of ‘Ellegories. ~They

ed, for a long time, the method of teaching everything under
symbols, calculated, by a mysterious outside, to excite curiosity, which

* Great use is made of the Bible, in the ceremonies of m : which may be
aocounted for by the conformity in the customs of the Hebrews with those of more
ancient nations, from which the i order is derived.—EnIT,
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was afterwards recompensed by the satisfaction of having discovered the
truths which they concealed. , who had travelled among the
esstern nations, thence brought that custom to Italy.

Ham, and those of his descendants who came to inhabit the banks of
the Nile, and the whole Lower Egypt, first tried to cultivate the earth

according to the order of the , and in the manner used in other
countries; but no sooner were mdytomtdwntheirhumt,ig
the driest season of the year, and without the least a co of rainl™
but the river awelled, to their t amazement ; it on & sudden

over its banks, and took from them those provisions which they thought
themselves already sure of. The waters inued to rise to am
of twelve, fourteen, or even sixteen cubits, all the y
away their cattle, and even the inhabitants themselves. inundation
lasted ten or eleven weeks, and oftentimes more.

1t is true, the overflowing left on the land a mud which improved it ;
but, the difficulty of obtaini:;z: harvest, since the summer, the only
time proper for it brought the storm and the inundation, caused Ham

to quit both the Tower and the middle and retire to the higher.
He there founded the city of Thebes, inally called Ammon-no,
Ammon's abode. But many, it inconvenient to remove from

lower Egypt, which after the retiring of the waters, was throughout the
remainin, ;pnﬁol!heynrlikesbnnﬁhlgndm,mdsdehg‘hﬁulr]m
to dwell in, endeavoured to fortify themselves againast the return of the
waters.

They observed from ome year to another, that the overflowing was
dw:glwmddbymkﬁm(mmb'wbd,wﬂiahbloﬁngbmnwﬁb
sou ,abonttheﬂmeofthemgthem under the. stars of the
crab, drove the vapours to south, and gathered them in the

of the country, (Ethiopia, now Nubia and Abymsinia) whenoe the-
Nile came ; which there caused plentiful that swelled the waters
of the river, and brought on the inundation of lower Egypt.

But they wanted the means of knowing exactly the time when it.
should be necessary for them to be for inundstion. The
flowing of the river beyond ita
later, when the sun was under the atars ?ielhn. Near the stars of

Cancer, though pretty far from the band of the modisc towards the
maliwamdmltmhmmamw&t&?ﬂm Mrb::w
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south, and a few weeks after their rising, gee in the morning one of
the raost brilliant, if not the ltnrom whole heavens, ascefiding
the horizon, ¥t appeared’a before the rising of the sum, which
hdmduedudmmtmmblehramonthmtwobefm The

then putched upon tlle of this magnificent star as the
er the stars of Leo, and the be-
glnnlngot-&:!mun shrhemmuthapublic mark, on which

mmmwkuplmhhfulayo,mttommthamﬂ.mtofnhnng

to the higher grounds, Asltwumnhuta.veryhtﬂahmeaboutho
towards the dawning of the aurora, which becoming

instant clearer, soon made it disappear, :tmmadtoshow:bel!to

gﬁwEgypm.d. maﬂymmthmotthaoverﬂumg,whwhm

theng:uthlnhrtmmmu,hungav natural relation to

they borrowed therefrom. It mmedazem of the danger,

whwurﬁfltheynﬂnditmnutorThnymt,thedog ; they called it also

the monifor, in Egyptian, Anubis; in Phenician, Hannobech;

which by—ﬂu-by. shows the analogy there was between these two

the diversity of many words, though chiefly

e pronuncistion, which made them sppear quite different. The

omnwhunofthilshrlndtho of the river, caused the people to

call it commonly the Nile-star, or the Nile. In Egyptian and

in Hebrew, Bihor ; in Greek, Seirios; in Latin Sifys. The Egyptians

Ene:tbmdu but in latter times, the name of _or Thotes, which

the same with his other name, Thot, the do;, with a different pro-

nunciation.

The inhabitants, retiring into their towns on the warning of the
northern wind and the dog-star, remained idle for two mounths or more,
till the waters were ‘E:rfeatlydrunod. Therefore the prudence of the
Egyptians, befl chiefly consisted in o
termination of the vernal winds, the return of the northerly which begm
with the summer, and at last the rising of the dogstar, which circum-

. stance was to them the most remarkable point of the heavens.

~. During their inaction, after the rising of the river beyond its banks,
their attention was directed to the observance of the return of the
southerly winds, more moderate than those of the spring, and which
facilitated the flowing of the river towards the Mediterranean, by the
conformity of their blowing with its direction, which is from south to
north ;* to measuring the depth of the river, in order to

their husbandry according to the guanﬁty of mud, which was wayu
proportioned to the degree of the inorease.

I will here remark, that the Anubis or Dog-Star, so useful to the
anclent Egyptians, is the Blaging-Star of masonry ; and, although the

# Beo Platarch de Isid. and, Osiris, ; also M. De Mallet's description of Egypt.
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craft are ignorant of its origin as a masonic symbol, they are actually
taught the moral drawn from its original emblematical use.

“The blazing-star representa that prudence which ought to appear
conspicuous in the conduct of every mason ; but is more especially com-
memorative of the star which appeared in the east, to guide the wise
men of Bathlehiem, fo proclaim the birth amd the presence of the Son
of-God™—{Allyn, p. 47.)

What connection can possibly exist between a star and prudence
except allegorically in reference to the caution that was indicated to the
Egyptians by the first appearnnce of this star, which warned them of

l}

*

ﬂr. Converse in his explanation of the intention of this emblem, in

his Symbolical Chart, observes, * Approaching evil is frequently averted

a friendly admonition.” Pluche, in a part of his work not quoted
al says, “The names given to this public sign, were Anubis, the
barker, the giver of advices, or Thaut, the dog.” The meaning then that
hubaenhandeddmtomuumoilheirzzlnng' -star, comp iden-
tifies it with the Anubis, the dog-star. '

The advice given to the encient Egyptians by this star, was un-
doubtedly very important to them, but it cannot be of the least ad-
vantage to the masons of Europe or America.

As to the allusion to the star that guided the wise men to Bethlehem,
every intelligent and candid mason will acknowledge ita absurdity ; be-
cause he must know that the principles and dogmas of freemasonry
contained in the ancient mysteries, from which it is derived, existed
long before the birth of Jesus Christ.

ebb in his * Monitor " says, “ The Mosaic pavement is emblematie
of human life, chequered with good and evil; the beautiful border
which surro it, those blessings and comforts which surround us, and
which we hope to obtain by a faithful reliance on divine gmvideuce.
which is hieroglyphically represented by the blazingstar in the centre.”

This symbol 18 peculiarly, if not exclusively, applicable to the
Egyptians who inl:;bited thz Da:hh, who by placing a reliance upon the

providently given by this star, in consequence retiring
mgh ground with the produce of their agriculture, might enjo;
the comforts that surrounded them. e o

The same necessity which rendered the Egyptians astronomers, made
them also painters and writers. The inspection of the heavens had
taught them at last how to regulate their tillage, so strangely croased
by that disposition which was peculiar to Egypt. The custom of giving
symbolical names to the objects that served them as rules, most natu-
rally led them to delineats in a rude manner the figures of these sym-
bols, in order to inform the nation of the works in common to be done,
and of the annual events with regard to which it was dangerous to
misreckon. This service was performed by a number of persons ap-
Sdnted for that puﬁnu and maintained at the public nee, whose

uty it was to study the revolutions and aspects of the heavenly
bodies, and to communicate the necessary information to the people.

]
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the approach of the inundation, inktead of the two heads they then put
on the shoulders of a human body the head of a dog. The attributes
orsuho:dimtelymboh,added&anm,mt.heupﬁm&ono!un
warning it gave. It was in order to give the Egyptians to understand
they were to take with them a store of provisions, and repair with all
speed to the high ground, or their raised terraces, and there to remain
quiet by the water side, that Anubis had on his arm a kettle or por-
ridge pot, wings on his feef, in his right hand or under his arm a large

* A passage in 's Hamlet seems evidently toallude to the hawk

andhoop,orhoopoe,akgypt. Hamlet says, ‘“ My uncle-father and sunt-
mother are deceived.” G.  In what, my 7" Ham. ‘““Iam butmad

saw.” Thomas Capell, editor of the Oxford edition of 8 changes
handsaw to hernshaw, which renders the intelligible. ﬁarmhaw,
or h is but another name for heron, of which there are various ies ;
the or crowned heron is also denmominated hoopoe. This kind is

rare in Europe, but in Africa they associate in { numbers. They

feed upon worms, and in Egypt follow, as above stated, the retreat of the

Nﬂﬂ..-lmlitthou;h mad ot claims sufficient sanity to distin-
; nees,

ROk e 8 Bt Vet B Wiad 1 onthariye A Le. b the

me of the migration of the latter {o the north, and when the former is not ...

it be said that mnutgybahlg inted with the
customs of these migrdting birds of Egypt, T answer, that several of the
works of Plutarch, who gives a particular account of that country, were
tranalated into English, by Thomas North, in about the middle of the
sixteenth century, and no were known to Bhakspeare, Hamlet
.was first published in 1506.—EpIT.

4
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feather, and behind him a tortoise or duck, both amphibious animals,
which live on the earth and by the water side.

The Egyptians expressed the several increases of their swelling river,
by a column marked with one, two, or three lines in form of a croes,
and surmounted with a circle, the symbol of God, to characterize pro-
vidence, which governs this important operation. More commonly,
instead of a column, they made use of a pole terminated like a T, or
crossed with one or more transverse piscea. To abridge these remarks,
they were often contented with one small cross, which, put upon a
vessel or elsewhere, might signify the increase of the water.

AT e of lha e, i o Faget the ity e

e water, me in e sign
nfthoddimﬁufmm't. They hung it on the neck of sick persons,
and put it into the hand of all ial deities. Mr. Gordon, secre-
hryottheunciatyforthemwungmmt-of!ming,hugimmin
the seventh plate of his collection, the amulets and preservatives which
he has observed in the Egyptian monuments ; many of which are per
fectly like the measure of the Nile.

They painted the devastation made by the overflowing water under
figure of a dragon, of a erocodile, a hippopotamus, or a water mon-
ster, which they call Ob,* that is, ing, an overflowing, and which
they afterwards called Python, the enemy.

method of communicating to the people information
ing the inundation, seems to have been by publicly exposing
vessels or measures, being pitchers of unequr capacities, well known
to the people without any orme-eninn,whichnﬂad
to show them the increase and diminution of the Nile. Two things
persuade me that this is the meaning of these veassls or bulging mes-
commonly found in the Egyptian monuments, One is the
name given them : the otker is the attributes annexed. The name
canob or canopus given to these vessels, is grounded on the use made
of them. Canob signifies the fathom of the dragon, the measure of the
overflowing. From cane, a perch, a fathom, a rod, or cane to measure ;
The canopi are very commonly terminated by one or two crosses.

- ob. Levit. 20, v. 27.

4+ Mount Cassius, to the foot of which the inundation of the Nile ex-
tended, a little above thumuimtmof Pelusium, or the modern Damietts,
derives its name from a word which signifies the bound, or term, of this
inundation : nndthamdymstmitwumuadwbe.fwdmm
reason. And it was because the lake Birbon, or Birbonis, which is near it,
was still full of the remains of the inundation when was quite dry,
that it was said Python had gone to die in this lake. It was mareover so
full of bitumen and of oily or combustible matters, that it was imagined
that Jupiter had there umdhimwithnthmdwbolt,whiohﬂﬂsdmthe
great morass with sul .
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The top of the vase is also oftentimes surmounted with several birds"
heads, to signify and characterise the several winds which they know,
and which either assisted or retarded the increase or the lowering of
the waters ; sometimes they put upon the canopus the head of a dog,
to signify the state of the river, or the time of the rising of the dog-
star. At another time they put thereon the head of a maid, to mark
out the state of the Nile under the sign of the Virgin, and at the
apgrmnh of the draining or retiring of the water.
ta that the ancient Eg{gnumu, after they had ascertained the
great benefit of the inundation when they were WP“’P“I prepared for it,
the name of their Evil Genius, the Water Monster, from oB,"
to Python ; which had reference to the deadly effects of the miasmata
arising from the stagnant waters left upon the low lands after the retiring
of the inuadation. “ Ovid makes the serpent Python spring from the
steams of the mud which the deluge had left upon the ; and in
this he is plainly making an allusion to Typhon, whose name is the same
a simple transposition. In making Py onapnn'tiirom\‘.hsnlimoot
the deluge, does not the poet point out thereby the noxious steams
which rise in Egypt after the waters of the Nile have subsided? In
fine, when he says that Apollo slew him with his arrows, does he not
conceal, under this emblem, the victory of Orus over Typhon, or at least
the triumph of the sunbeams over the vapors of the Nile I' (Mayo's
Mith. vol. ii, p. 47.) Python, says Bailey, ia derived from pytho, Gr. to
trify. The se t Python's being slain by Apollo is thus interpreted :
E; Python is understood the ruins of waters; but Apollo (that is, the
sun) dispersing the vapors by his arrows (that is, his beams), alew this
t.

a species of continuéd fever, has the same origin. * It may
be m::’ued (says Hooper, in his Medical Dict.) by the effluvia arising
from either animal or vegetable substances in a decayed or putrid state;
and hence it is, that in low and marshy countries it is apt to be prevalent,
when intense and sultry heat quickly succeeds any great inundation.”

The convenience of that language, which rendered itself intelligible
4o the eyes, and in some sense made animals and even stones them-
selves to speak, by degrees became more common. It was extended
to every thingd: The symbolical writing soon served as the rule of

# The deacendants of Africa, in the West Indies, still retain the name of
©b, or obi, by whose aid they mundmd Eowm.-—-Em'r.

4 The custom of conveying moral ion by symbolical fi has
desconded to the masons, that is, a show of it is kept up by them, but
without being sericusly regarded. The practice is now a mere dead lotter;
showing, however, the force of habit in continuing a custom no longer
needed. Too much light is now abroad in the to require the square
and compasses to direct men in their duties. The continuance of these old
practices, notwithstanding, is of use in pointing out the origin of tho insti-
tution that observes them.—EDIT.
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morsls, 28 well as the regulation of husbandry. It was made use of to
perpotuste among the people the knowledge of the most important
truths, and to inculcats their principal duties.

The character of the Egyptian writing designed to signify God, was
not a simple flame or blaze, as was the general ::fnof the east, but
@ circle, or rather 8 sun, They added to the circls, or solar globe,
several marks or attributes, which served to characterize so many dif-
ferent perfections. For instance, in order to indicate that the Supreme
Being is the author and preserver of life, they annexed to the circle
sometimea two points of flame, but more oonmani; one or two ser-
pents. This animal was always among the Egyptians, as in other
countries, the bol of life and health. Not because the serpent
makes itself Io:{myou again, by every year casting its old skin, but
because among most of the Eastern nations, as the Phenicians, He-
brews, Arabians, and others, with the of whom that of
had an affinity, the word heve or Aeva eq signifies the life, a

nt. The name of Aim who ds, the great name of God, Jov, or
Je , thence draws itd etymology. Heve, or the name of the com-
mon mother of mankind, comes likewise Tromn the same word. ™~
Tty from this word that the Latins made their evum, the life, and the
ape, which is & wish of good health.

8t. Clement of Alexandria observes, that the word heva, which is
known to signify the life, likewise &i nw‘mﬁ And it is barely
on a double meaning of the word hevi and heva, that the metamorphosis
of Cadmas and Hermione into serpents is grounded (Ovid, Metam.)
They were of the country of the Hevians.

Macrobius has informed us that the ae‘?entm an emblem of health,
salutis draco, speaking of Esculapius. When Moses lifted up a brasen
serpent in the wilderneas, the Hebrews understood it was

-ripnofwmﬂon—'-
oupmthewmderfulfuunditynfﬁndm‘ , they added to the
symbolical circle the figures of the most fruitful plants, and most com-
monly two or three large leaves of the banana-tree.

The solar year—Oriris.

The %ear relates to three principal objects. To the course of the sun,
the of the feasta to each season, and to the works in common to
be done, Let us begin with the symbols of the sun.

That luminary, as it was the grandest object in nature, had also its

. Int,mthd thoelmodorn degrees of masonry, entitled ‘“The Brazen
Serpent,” the jewel is a se t entwined upon a crosa in form of
a T, about which are the Hobg:rnehmnteu—vl:ﬁh i l::o::l’e thlh;.l
live. 'The covered word is John Ralph, the founder of this degree. The
sacred word is Moses, This degree has reference to the deliverance of the
Israclites from captivity. (Benard.)}—Ebprr,




THE ANCIENT EGYFTIANS.

a1
peculiar character or mark in the bolical writi It was called
Osiris. ‘;I'ehiu Foxti;:'weuding d:: t,h:’:o.t t{hmm mo::‘ lmed
among the ancients,” signified the inspector, the coachman, or er,
the bing, the gui tbpmodmtmoﬂhe’m&enﬂ’ofdemr!d,
the gorvernor of nature. From the energy of the terms of which it was
composed, it signified in general the governor of the earth, which
amounts to the same sense. And it is because gave that name

coachman carrying s whip, or ly by an eyet

were often contented with setting down the marks of his dig-
nity, such as s sceptre surmounted with an eye, or a sceptre with a serpent
twined round it, the symbol of life which the sun maintains, or barely

the whip and the united ; sometimes the royal cap of Osiris on
a throne, with or without a sceptre.
The i here saw, and in the of their

Egyptians everyw

religious assemblies, & circle or the figure of sun. Near the sun,
over the head of the bolical figures, were seen sometimes one or
serpents, the symbol of life, sometimes certain foliages the symbols
the bounties of nature ; sometimes scarabeus’s wings the emblem of
variations of the air. All these things being conmected with the
object of their adorations, they entertained a sort of veneration for the
serpent, which they besides saw honourably placed in the small chest
that was the memorial of the state of the men, and the other cere-
monies whose meaning began to be lost.

Having slready contracted s habit of confounding the Most H
with the sun, they by little and little mistook the symbol itself of
run, the Osiris, the moderator of the year, for a man. Osiris, from
Ihaletterurlymboﬁeﬂpmmhnmbohﬂ,bow::m:dginhhemindl
of the people a real person, » man who had formerly lived among them,
they made his hi to relate to the attributes which the

soon as was possessed with the ridiculous notion

of Osins, Isis, and Horus, which served to
society by their significations, were monuments of their
ers ; that Osiris had lived in and had been interred there,
they framed stories agreeabls to this belief, For want of & tomb con;
taining in reality the body of Hammond or Osiris, were contented
with a cenotaph, an empty tomb. A vast concourse of people gathered

* Plutarchde Isid, and Isirid, and Macrob. Dux and princeps, moderator
luminam, lzlsumm, mens mundi, emperatio.
+ " Eye son are expressed by the same word in most of the ancient

e ]
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called the all-seeing eye, and said
to represent the true God ; wmnummmmuhu.m‘bnmm
sun made use of by the ancient Egyptians, and them descended to the
masons,—EDIT.
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near thess pretended tombs, and with pomp celebrated an annual feast
there. Hgi;m&oftﬁn mentions the feasts of “{Mna; tomb, m;!n n::nm
us, that w o Egyptians were reproached wi Kl:d.n ven
gods whose tombs they showed, their reply was, that t bocﬁu of these
gods had been embalmed and interred in Egypt; but that their souls
i L e —
ese tom ough m tative, were A neces-
ottheemnfonhl. e Cretians, being of E| extraction,
ﬁ? eir own feast of Osiris or Jehov, the feast of their and of
course the empty tomb waa inseparable from that solemnity:” -

Death and Resurrection of Osiris.

The author here gives a complex figure, copied from the collection of
Mountfaucon, and which, he says, is painted on a mummy at the Austin-
friars of La Place des Viotoires, representing the death and resurrection
glfHOsiris, and the beginning, progress, and end of the inundation of the

o,

The sign of the lion is transformed into s couch, upon which Osiris is
laid out as dead; under which are four canopi of various capacities,
indicating the state of the Nile at different periods. The first is ter-
minated by the head of the dog-star, which gives warning of the approach
of the overflow of the river; the second by the head of the hawk, the
symbol or the Etesian wind, which tends to swell the waters ; the third
by the head of a Heron, the sign of the south wind, which contributes
to propel the water into the Mediterranean sea ; and the fourth by that
of the Virgin, which indicates that when the sun had passed that sign,
the inundation would have nearly subsided.

To the above is su ded & large Anubis, who with an emphatic
gesture, turning towards Isis who has an omﬂ{ithmne on her head, inti-
mates that the sun, by the aid of the lion, cleared the difficult pass
of the tropic of Cancer, and was now in the sign of the latter, and altho’
in o state of exhaustion, would soon be in & condition to proceed on his
way to the South; at the same time, gives to the husbandman the im-

t warning of retiring to avoid the inundation, The empty throne
18 indicative of ita being vacated by the supposed death of Osiria,

The raising of grand master Hiram, in the third degree of Masonry,
by the “grip or paw of the Lion,” (the terms used in that operation)
who, as the story goes, had been murdered by three fellows of the craft,
is evidently copied from this fable of the death and resurrection of
Osiris. The position of the master Mason, when in the act of raising
Hiram, is a facsimile of that of Anubis over the body of Osiria.

Mr. Pluche seems not to have had an adequate conception of the
fabled death of Osiris, and consequently to have mistaken the purport of

* The coffin of Hiram has a place among the emblematical figures of

masonry.— EDIT.
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the figures now under consideration, I therefore offer the foregoing ex-
planation as the result of my investigation on the subject.

Mr. Pluche candidly acknowledges that he had doubts of his undar-
standing the intention of the picture which he endeavours to expou
for he says, immediately after giving his uplmhon “ But it would be
a rashness in me to presume to write any longer in Egyptian, when I am
not as yet over eure of my skill in reading it. Let us first of all confirm
ourselves therein, and try the lpphuhon o! our principles to some
other monumenta.” adds, in a nots, * in another place
aphinwgthh ﬁgumuuudnbout a deadbody, when we show how
the sense of these symbols came to be perverted.”

This he afterwards attempts to do as follows : —

* Thus being gradually come to ascribing divinity, and offering their
worship to the ruler, representing the functions of the sun, they to com-
plete the absurdity, took bim tor the first of their kings. Thence this
odd mixture of three inconsistent notions, I mean of God, of the Sun, and
of a dead man, which the Egyptians oonfoundsd together."”

The cause of their thus confounding them is easily accounted for,
when the supposed death of Osiris, the sun, and God of the Egyptians,
is taken into consideration.

It must be understood that the sun was supposed to be in insur-
mountable difficulties at both the solstices, which caused as great lamen-
tations as his victories and reappearances afterwards did rejoicings. What
led to these apprehensions when he was in the summer solstice,is well
explained in Rees’ Cyclopedis, as follom t—

% Urus or Horus,”» famous Deity of Eﬁpt,wlm:h,u well as Osiris,
was an emblem of the sun. Macrobius, who informs ue why the Greeks
gave Horns the name of Apollo, says, in the m{'atenan (Saturn, lib. 1,)
they discover us a secret which ought to be inviolable, that the sun arrived
at the upper hemisphere, is called Apollo. Hence wem.u.ymfer tl:m:
this emblematical Deity was no other than the star of day, m&m
the signs of summer. As Apolloamong the Greeks was called
of the Egyptians, as to his skill both in medicine and divination, ha was
regarded as the same person, and called by the ancients Horus- Apollo.'l‘
The Allegory of Horus ]l_:‘;; been ﬁuﬂ exp Imbe;l. The mﬁi 1R&:dmu;
makes great ravages in in the s , by raising whirlwinds o
burning sands, which mﬂ‘mf:h pl;:fken the a.ir? and cover the
face of the sun, so as to lant.haearlh in perfect obscurity. This cir-
cumstance represents the death of Osiris, and the reign of Typhon.
When the sun approaches the sign of the lion, he changes the state of the
atmosphere, disperses these tempests, and restores the northerly winds,
which drive before them the malignant vapors, and preserve in Egypt

* Authors write this name differently : in the Greek, !rom which it
seems to be copied, the first letter, omegn, is aspirated. —.

+ "Ommmompnﬁcuhrlyommm his second state, mdthan!on
represented by the Egyptians as a child,”"—(Holwell's Myth,)—Epir.
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coolness and salubrity under s burning sun. This is the triumph of Horus
over Typhon, and his glorious reign. As some natural phers have
acknowledged the influence of the moon over the state of the atmoaphere,
they united her with this god to drive away the usurper from the throne.
The pricsts considering Osiris as the father of time, might bestow the
name of his son on Horus, who rej thmmmthninmur.

Jablonaki, who has interpreted epithet of Aruerd, which the
ﬁnnugu_votoﬂtg:l-,mdn ghn:hitngniﬁuemmuﬁrtm. i
expressions characterize the phenomena which happened during
thenignofﬁgu{ Itiuinmm.inhc:rthstthnlunmnﬂuhdl
his powers in Egypt. It is then that he swells the waters of the river
with rains, exhaled by him in the air and driven against the summit of
the Abyssinian Mountains ; it is then that the husbandman reckons on
the treasures of agriculture. It was natural for them to honour him with
the name of Arueri, or efficacious virtue, to mark these auspicious
effocta.”—(Savery’s Letters in Egypt), eto.

The reasons which the inhabitants of northern climates have for
lamenting the absence of the sun when in the southern hemisphere, is
thus beautifully portrayed by Dupuis :—

*:We hro.mourox&’hntﬁon of thl;il‘:bourl of He;tcu‘luu, ﬂ;o:midﬂ!d
sun principally as gohnhhr, depository energies
of nature, who creates and measures time by his march through tbe
hunm,andwho,tnkinfhildmnfmmthemmmnhﬁuw
the most elevated point of his route, runs over the course of the twelve
signs in which the celesiial bodies move, and with them the different
iods or revolutions of the stars, under the name of Osiris or of
us, we shall see this beneficent star, who, by his heat, in spring,
calls forth all the powers of generation; who governs the growth of
plants and of trees; who ripens the fruits, m«fu:ho dis to all
seeds that active sap which is the soul olvag:im, i the true
character of the ian Qeiris and the Greek ng, It is above all
ln:ﬁring-time that this humid generator developes itself, and circulates
in all the rising productions ; and it is this sun, by ita heat that impels
its movements and gives it fertility.

“We may distinguish two ta in the heavens which limit the
duration of the creative action of the sun, and these two points are those
where the night and the day are of equal length. All &:ngnnd work
o!vngstntim,inng-tptﬁofnoﬂhmelimatu,‘ppemtobe
comprised between these two limits, and its progressive march is
found to be in rtion to that of light and heat. Soarcely has the
sun, in his annual route, attained one of these points, than an active
and prolific force a; to emanate from his rays, and to communi-
cate movement and life to all sublunary bodies, which he brings to
light by & new organization. It is then that the resurvection of
the great God takes place, and, with his, that of all nature. Ha
arrived at the opposite point, that power seems to abandon him,
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nature becomes sensible of his weakness, It:‘aagl,whmmutﬂn-
tion Cybele deplored! it is Adonis, wounded in the virile of
which Venus the losa ; it is Osiris, precipitated in the tomb
Mhm, whose organs of gemeration the disconsolate Isis never

“ What picture more effectual to render man sorrowful

the earth when, by the absenoe of the sun, she finds h

of her attirs, of her verdure, of her foliage, and when she

ﬁlﬂmﬂythomko! ta dried up or turned to putrefaction,
ed trunks, of arid withou! red wi

rivers overflowed in the fields, or chained in their bed by the
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that of the heavens ! that ri that buutmour flelds loaded
gt kel ﬁnm. tod 8 spectacle o seviabin iog
, and whose co) s 50 T8

has X
mlgyhnpmenw,embdlnhdmchm-, his retreat has pl
into mourning from which nothing but his return can
ﬁ“Bn w:;ht:'::n the cr-torh.of all thﬁ.a.u;ulm:iﬂh’ since we
them is departure | was

of his flight and of his descent into other regions?! Is
n;ﬂwg?ﬂmipbtheemdlhdodmm

“Buch were the inquietudes of these mdantpeo%la,
sun retiring from their climate, feared that it might
that he would abandon them altogether : from thence arose
Hope, celebrated at the winter ice, when they saw this star
his movement, and change his route to return towards them. if
the hope of his approach was so senaibly felt, what joy would not be
experienced when the sun, remounted
heaven, had chased before him dﬂhﬂwhﬁtﬁh&dmﬂhﬂ
upon the light and usurped a part of ita empire.t. Then the equili-
brium of the day and the night is re-established, and with it the order
of nature. A new order of things as beautiful as the first recomm

mdtheurtb,mdemdh'uiﬂulg;thabonolthnun,whohdrm

* Iwill hero remark, that all the talk put into the mouth of masonic
candidates about ‘“ wanting light and more light,” relates to a physical
and not to & mental benefit : it has reference to the light of the sun. In
fact, on taking the from the eyes of a candidate the blaze of many
tapers is exhibited before him in satisfaction of his desires, with this decla-
ration of t! 3 matter, *“ And God said let there be light, and there was
light.” These ceremonies are em! of the sun's return to the
northern hemisphere,— EDiT.
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the vigor of youth, embellishes herself under the rays of the lord.”
(Abrégo de I'Origine de tous les Cultes, p. 142.)
The civil year—Isis.
We might here reasonably enough call the order of the feasts the

ecclesiastical year, since they were religious assemblies. But this order

of the days s ted for working or for religious pur, being the
nllaollomtyx. ?&ﬁmu«umﬂnﬁmm. k.

The figure of the man, who rules over everything on earth, had been
thought the most proper emblem to represent the sun, which enlivens
all nature : and when they wanted a characteristic of the production of
the earth, they pitched upon the other sex. The changes of nature, the
sucoession of seasons, and the several productions of the earth, which
no doubt were the subject of the common thanksgivings, might easily
be expremsed by the severa] dresses given this woman.*-

When the sacrifice was intended to be made in the day, Isis was
dressed in white, but if in the night she was dressed in black. They put
& sickle in her hand to denote the time of harvest. When the purpose

* “0n the different mhmhm given by Plutarch, and other
ancient writers, it will appear that Osiris is the type of the active, generating
gpﬂ.ﬁo mmd o e m;m:“;ﬁ‘i;g?u 3 ihe
coneei o e
world. Odﬁw:ru ly adored in the sun, whose rays
vivify impart new warmth to the earth, and who on his annual return
in the spring, appears to create anew all organic bodies, Isis was the earth
ormhlm:gnmwu, in general ; or, in a more confined sense, the soil of
Egypt in ted by the Nile, the principle of all focundity, the ess of
jon and production. United to one another, Osiris and Isis typify
universal being, the soul of nature, the Pantheus of the Orphic verses.*
4The ians solemnized, at the new moon Phamenoth (h?uch) the cn-
trance of into the moon, which planet he was believed to fecundate
that it might in turn fecundate the Earth. (Plut.dels et 0s.) Finally, on
the 80th of Epiphi (24th of July), the festival of the Birth of Horus took
ﬁloo (of Horus the ve of Osiris, the conqueror of Typhon),
the second great period.”"—Anthon's Lemp, Class. Dict., Art. Isis.)

The first conquest of Osiris over Typhon was at the winter solstice, and
then the birth of a rencwed sun was celcbrated ; the second conquest, as
above stated, was attributed to Horus, oﬁgo!lo, as before observed, was the
name given to the sun when in the northern hemisphere, or at least after
his the summer solstice.

One of the grand festival days of masons is on the 2ith of June. The
zause of thia variation from the ancient custom arises from the procession
of the equinoxes, which has caused the northern solstice to occur on that
day, when the sun is in the Cancer ; whereas it was in Leo (July 24th)
that this solstice took place in ancient times during 2160 years, is is
the reason why the Egyptians consecrated this animal to tho sun, while in
ita full strength, and as the forerunner of the summer solstico, of the rise
of the Nile and its succeeding overfow, which caused the fertility of Egypt.
—fee *‘ Truth Drawn from Fables,” by Dr. Constantio,

:
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of a feast was to remind thetgeop]a of the security afforded by their
dwellings, Isis was crowned with small towers®; To intimate the winter
neomonia, the head of Isis was covered with little fillets and with skins
sewed ther ; sometimes with feathers ranged one over the other, or
with shells neatly set by each otherit. There were sometimes on the
head of Isis a craw-fish or crab, scmetimes the horns of a wild goat,
according as they had a mind to eignify either the entering of the sun
into the sign cancer, or the feast that was solemnized at his entering
into that of capricorn. In where the inhabitants can with cer-
taint; juge of the product o! year by the state of the river, they
ﬁim a plentiful crop by surrounding Isis with s multitude of
u;mthemm.whenthemdferﬁitymmhwe,
they expoeed an Isis with a single ; thereby to warn the la
to make amends for the smallnesa of the harvest by the culture of vege-
t.l.:ll.l.l“"t.]mm‘;‘r bymwmpedmﬁmww. ning, and Isis changed h:
its iar meani uis er
dress as often as the earth. ;

Next to the symbolical king, or the emblem of the sun, &eEﬁz
_tians had no figure that appeared more frequently in their assembli
than Jxi, the symbol of the earth, or rather the sign of the feasta that
were sticcessively characterized by the productions of the earth in each
Season.

In looking for the origin of this woman, they ran into the same mis.
take which caused to take the governor of the earth, the sym-
bol of the sun, for Ammon their common father. Igsis was looked u
uhiawife:uzaplrtonknﬂheﬁﬂudhorhmblnd;mﬂ'bﬁn‘gin eir
optafon raised to a real person and s coneiderable power, they invoked
her with confidence ; they gave her the honorable titles of the Lady, the
Queeq.,_thuﬂonmeu,moommon Mother, the Queen of heaven and

What contributed most to seduce the Egyptians was the uent
joining of & crescent or a full moon to the head-dress of Isia. co
took occasion to give it out that Osiris’ wife, the common mother

of 8, had the moon for her dwelling
“ It was formerly a general custom to make sacrifices and public

* Tt is a little remarkable, that one of the significations given to tower,

hﬁ%:nn—nm.—m

+ This is Mosaic-work, and was no doubt intended to represent in anti-
cipation the variegated face of the earth in the ing season, after
the sun had changed his course to return to the northern hemisphere.—

EpIT.
1 The Roman Catholics seem to have borrowed from the Egyptians the
style of their address to the Virgin Mary, which is as follows: —

“ Holy lhs—]!oly Mother of God—Mother most amiable—Mystical
rose—Tower of David—Tower of Ivory—QGate of Heaven—Morning star—
Queen of Virgins—Que.a of all Baints,” ete.—EDIT.




beeo!:l_nﬁmwt to the always eager and credulous on
?c}:ttha vy of b&?&%mn i anen
surest means of ol ese images wers
worshi] with solemnity and in the finest woods. Crowds of
ed to the religious of the lovely queen who loaded

No doubt they had ing from her. The

with ev )
coolness and beauty of the place where she was worshi had no less
an influence on the assistants than the attire of the eas, and instead
of calling her the queen of heaven, they often styled her the queen of the

Bhe also became the queen of herds, Asteroth, the great fish, or queen
dh&qMﬁ&pl,wbymducdlmuthoqumofM&ppb@
The Greeks softened the sound of thess words, and gave them the
inflection and turn of their own language. The queen of herds became
3:‘! o; that of fishes became Atergatis; and the mother of corn became
Aphrodite of the Cyprians’ the Greeks. The name Appheru-
doth, the mother of harvests, changed into that of Aphrodite, was no
more than an empty sound void of all meaning. But it seemed to the
Greeks to be derived from s word in their tongue, which ified the
froth of the sea, they thereupon built the wonderful story of the goddesa
engendered of the froth of sea, and suddenly springing out of the
bosom of the ,hthewlmmonthohho!m:m
represented the Amalots Aphrodite, the queen of hold-

ing with her left hand a lung goat’s horn, out of which they make ears
of corn, vegetables, and fruits to spring. She had & sickle or some other
in her right hand ; and thus they united without any reason
mark of the of the harvest, together with the horn of the
wild goat, which signified anciently the end of all harvests, and the
beginning of winter. This is then the original of the horn of

.

i
g'

portan to mankind. They oontrived that this
goat had been nurse to Jupiter. But the god and the nurse are both
alike. The one existed as little as the other. This single instance is
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was become invisible for many days; her return was expeoted with
ceremony. The goddess at last left the empire of the dead, to come
again into the heavens, Imagination had a vast field to explore here,
and Hecate never failing to visit successively thoee two 'districts, it
could not be doubted but she ruled both in heaven and in the invisible
abodes. On the other band, they could not but be sensible of the
palpable relation she had to the earth and its productions, whereof she
always bore the several marks either on her head or in her hands. She
then became the threefold Disna (ériceps Hecate) which is at one and
th;sima time, the earth, moon, or the lady of heaven, and the queen
of he
Ter geminamque Hecalen, tria virginis ora Diane,

The ancient proclamation of the new phasis, which was made with
a loud voice, to proclaim the beginning of the neomenia, insensibly
degenerated into loud shrieks, which they gave out of mere superstition

custom at the entrance of cross streets. They saluted the goddess
of the dead at her coming out of the horrid mansion. The music and
the notions agreed with and suited each other. But the ancient pro-
clamation of the neomenis was the origin of those devout and meri-
torious roarings,
’ . Nocturnis Hecate triviis ululate per urbes.

All the heathen antiquity, after it had confounded the symbol of the
new moons and of the feasts relating to the several seasons of the year
with the star that regulates society by it phases, ascribed to the moon
an universal power over all the productions of the earth, and generally
over all the operations of men. They likewise fancied that she was
perfectly well acquainted with future things, and that she never ap-
peared without foreboding by certain marks what was to befall husband-
men, fomilies, and w i ms. People have not as yet fully
shaken off the persuasion they anciently of the influences and pre-
sages of the moon.

A like respect wae paid to the Neomenis, or New Moon the He-
brews. Dr. Adam J. Clarke, in his history of the mmﬁsbfnﬂ:-.
gives the following statementa in substance of this matter :—

“ As the Moon regulates the months, 8o does the Sun the year. The
division which we make of the year into twelve months has no relation
to the motion of the moon. But it was not so with the Hebrews : their
months are lunar, and their name sufficiently shows it. They call them
Jachin, which comes from Jarac, which signifies the moon.

‘ The moment in which the conjunction between the sun and moon is
made can only be known by astronomical calculation, because she does
not then appear ; and as the Hebrews were little akilled in this science,
they began their months at the first phasis, or first appearance of the
moon, which required no learning to discover. This waa an affair in which
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great Sankedrim were concerned, and the different phases of the Moon
were pilfited upon the hall in which they assembled. It belogeﬂ to
them to choose men of the strictest probity, whom they sent to the tops
of the neighbouring mountains, and who no sooner ived the new
Moon, but they eame with all speed, even on the day itself, to
acquaint the Sanhedrim with it. It was the business of that council to
ascertain whether the moon had appeared, and to declare it ; which was
dombymmd:ﬁthmworda, The feast of the new moon, the feast of
the new and all the people were informed of it by the sound of
EA: St i the e lon, T fh fi Spmiotos o s b T

ew n the time 1 on our n feast

%hﬂit o ’ 4

ddq_.;— A .
e masonio pillar Jachin, which represents Isis, the figure of whom
‘was exhibited at each neomenis, is undoubtedly derived from Jachin, the
name given by the Hebrews to their montha.

Bayley relates some ourious customs which formerly prevailed in
regard to the moon.

* The common people,” he “in some ocounties of England are

accustomed at the prime of the to say, It iz a fine Moon, God bless
Aer ; which some imagine to from a blind zeal retained from the
ancient who worshi the moon, or from a custom in Scotland,

Frhuuhrly’ the Highlands, where the women make a curtsey to the
ew Moon ; and some English women do still retain a touch of this gen-

tilism, who sitting upon a gate or stile the first night of & moon, say,
# All hail to the Moon, all hail to thee,
%{:lthoo,goodllm, declare to me, .
is night who my husband shall be.” -

In New England, where moat of the ancient of the mother
country have perpetuated, it is considered an ill omen to observe
mamawuuwfgmmwmﬁmum&mwmuﬁ
over t, er money in his pocket, it
deemed lwm& It is mot mu:it, upon such occa-
sions, to prefer a petition for whatis most desired, and great confidence
is entertained in its being granted

Thus it a] that the Moon has been the innocent cause of much
mpenh'ﬁonzomthauﬂiutﬁmtothagmmtdny,md that the term
“moon siruck,’ possesses a legitimate origin,

Harpocrates.

The i didnothﬂwYutinplmmmdbotha?ubﬁo

exercises of religion the symbol of the ties of their

tillage,
Th a figure, sinking under the burden of the goods he had
ru;yad{iﬁa assembly of all the feasts that were solemnized after the

harvests of corn, wine, fruits, and vegetables, He carried onhis head

the natural marks of a plentiful harveat, vix, three pitchers of either

wine or beer, surmounted with three loaves, and sccompanied with
3
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leaves, vegetables, and several fruits. The bread, wine, &c., wherewith
they deck his head, lay immediately on the two great horns of a wild
goat. They could not poesibly mark out in & more simple and less
mysterious manner, the perfect plenty which the hus! an enjoys
in the beginning of winter, when the sun passes under the sign Capri-
corn.

He is moat comm seen with a single pitcher instead of three, and
with one goat's hor:ngnmd of twoltﬂ__snr with the circle accompanied
with large banana leaves, or with some other symbol. The Greek
sculptors, who did not much like these enormous head-dresses, disposed
the whole with more comeliness and decorum. They placed the goat's
horn in one of the hands of the figure, and made some fruits come out
of it.

Symbolical Ceremonies. Memorials of Past Events.

The symbolical writing so commonly and usefully employed to teach
in & compendious and popular msnner the most important truths for
the preserving of good manners, and promoting the good of mankind,
served also from the beginning to preserve the memory of histories, and
publicly to expose the object or the motives of the feasts to which some
great event had given occasiona.

The ancients always opened their festivals and public prayers with
woes and lamentations for what they had lost; though they were used
to conclude the same by a general repast, where siogi: e sound of
instruments, and joy succeeded their mourning. ence it comes,
that the cries usual in the most ancient feasts, even those which in pro-
cess of time became expressions of joy, and set forms of acclamativns,
being traced up to the primitive origin, eignify nothing but tears and
expreasions of grief addressed to Almighty God. Buch were the cries,
Io Bacché, Hevoe Bacché, Io triumphé, Io pman. This word, [o, Jeov,
Jevoe, Hevoe, is the name of God, and signifies the Authar of ife, He
that is. Bacché oomeufmmbw}né,m. Baccoth signifies lamenta-
#ione.” The women who lament the death of Adonis in Eszekiel are
called Baochants, meboccoth, women mourners. Triumphé comes
from terowek, which the western nations pronounced triumphe; thers
being no letter whose pronunciation was more difficult and more varied
than the oin. That word triumphe signified and sobs. It
afterwards signified the public prayer, and the singing of the

* Cross's masonic chart ts two corn im, or goat’s h and
one pitcher ; three, howeﬂm latter, um cﬂ:ﬂm‘red,sml a::m'u.d in
the coremonies, —Edit,
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assemblies, 28 may be seen, Pa. lxxxix.® All thess words joined to the
name of God, were short expressions by which the people excitad
each other to have recourse to God in their distress, and to direct their
yers and cries to him. The whole of these \na like the Latin and
E:nch expressions, Deo gratias, Dieu mercy, a
The ohJect and motives of this mournful ico are more easyto
be among the Egyptians than among the other nations ; not
only because the Egyptians having been loas mingledmt.hot.her peo-
le, have made fewer alterations in their ancient customs; but also
Ker.:un their practices being strictly connected with public and certain
symbols engraved in stone, or un-md in ceremony at the feasts, they
were better fixed or less pt than in other parts of the
world. There they lamen thlm e death of the governor which
had been taken from them, and killed by a dragon rising from under
the ground, and by a water-monster. Tht:{ then rejoiced for the
resurrection of Osiris; but he was no longer the same, and had lost his
The ians, and most of the eastern nations, had an allegory, or
picture, w became famous, and which is everywhere met with. It
represented the water-monster slain, and Osiris restored to life ; but
there sprang out of the earth hideous figures, who endeavoured to
dethrone him. They were monstrous giants, one of which had many
arms ; another pulled up the hrgut oaks ; and a third had in his hands
the fourth part of & mountain, which he flung sgainst heaven. They
were all distinguished by some eingular attempt, and by frightful
names, the most known of which were Briareus, Othus, Ephialtes,
Enceladus, Mimas, Porphyrion, and Rouach, or Roschus. Osiris got
the better of them ; and Horus, after he had been very much abused
byRmchul.hnppﬂypt rid of his pursuits, by appearing before him
m&b d‘ll:mh‘)falw:ﬂ' fable; but to sh
I t t here to offer a mere e; but to show that thia
hnto::;.al,md th:t-llthepenmgelwhlcbwmpone it are
an tymhola, or significant characters, representing the lmwdslnpa
of the men, and in particular the unhappy state of husband
Egypt, it will be sufficient here to translate the peculinr names g'uren
to each of these gianta. us signifies the loss of serenity ; Othus,
the dit of seasons ; ?mgdhrmgofcmdt Ence-
ladus, dhe of overflowing waiers spread ; I’orp yrion,

O‘Umi hghto thy countenance. For thou art the of their
stren gti: and in thy favour our born shall be exalted. For the Lord is
our defence sndthaholyonoo!lmaii-mhng How long, Lord,
wilt thwln&o thyself for everi”

ened @ that know the joyful sound, tl:of shall walk,
glo
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the earthquakes, or the fracture of the land ; Mimas, the great raine; and
Roechus, the wind.”

As to the of Horus, who assumes the head and claws of a lion,
to rid himself of the wind that ruined all his hopes; it is & symbol
peculiar to the husbandry of the Egyptians,

Thus the necessity of the objects they wanted to
vu-;woninh'adnoedthnm pictures and of fubulous
recitals, They at that time could not write otherwise than by delinea-
ting the figures of the objects intended. But they thought ves
masters of ordering the w. in the manner they j the fittest to
make an agreeable impression, and to be well understood. The diffi-
culty of conveying the ideas of intellectual things into the mind by tha

, first made them have recourse to symbolical figures; the use of

figures afterwards authorised the taste of fictions. But what was
obscure in them was cleared the simplicity and propriety of the
names given each piece, I produce new instances of this in the
fables of Andromeda and Bellerophon, which are pure allegories, the
interpretation of which must be deduced from the signification and
meaning of the names of all these personages. But this would take us
off too much from that pat of the ancient writing and of the publis
ceremoniea that to the representation of past disasters, and to
the regulations of mankind.

Although Mr. Pluche has actually shown the causs of the lamenta-

tions and after rejoicings to have been occasioned by the loss and sub-
sequent restoration of Osiris (the Sun), still he attributes the allegory
to the misfortunes that had happened to mankind in consequence of a
general flood. His remarks upon this head are omitted.

The ancients not only certain truths by figures delineated
on stone; they also joi to these figures dramatic ceremonies,
wherein the objects and the names of the actors were gignificant, and
served to recall the memory of t-hmo?l past.

The feast of the ancient state of mankind assumed a more shining
form in Egypt snd Byria, by means of che symbolical figures, which
hdd been multiplied there much more than anywhere else. This
feast having become common to all nations, on this account deserves a
more ample illustration than what has already been said about it. We
cannot explain the symbols of it, without casting a useful light upon
an infinite number of monuments remaining in our hands, and which
have hitherto been looked upon as unintelligible,

* The author gives in notes the originals of the above names, which are
omitted. " -
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They carried at this feast a basket or small chest, that contained the
monuments of the progress of husbandry. The chest was neither
mysterious or significant in itself. It only served to receive the me-
morative symbols of things past.

First, they found therein the mark of the weakening of Osiris, and
of the loss of fecundity. JIn cista or capsula repositum erat Dionysii
(Ofiridis) pudendum. 8. Clem. Alex. cohortat, adgentes, p. 6, edit.
O=xon. the Phenician word —— ouervah or orvia, pudendum,
they made Qrgia, 8 name given to the ancient rural feasts. They were
called in Greece Phallica, which has the same meaning. The indis-
oretion of that symbol gave birth to all sorts of extravagances and
e e-seeds, heads of poppies, bay-ber-

e CAING® BESAIN nates, -
ries, branches of fig-tree, dry stalks, cakes of ﬁmﬂﬁnds of ywm.
salt, carded wool, cakes of honey and of cheese, and finally a child, a
serpent, and s winnowing van. Bee this enumeration in 8t. Clem.
Alezand. and in Potter's Antiguity of Greece, vol. 1, Grecian festivls.
The whole was accompanied with a flute, or some other musical in-
atrument.

The drum or flute, which was inseparable from the celebration of
the feasts, was the symbol of gratitude, which on certain days invited
men to meet together, to praise God in concert. The small chest, the
wan, in which they afterwards found so many mysteries (Mystica van-
nus. Virg. Georgic. See I'Antig. explig. and the agate, in the trea
z 8t. Denys) and the whole representation here enumerated,

theEgpﬁm to the Phenicians, and by their means spread far
and wide. Nothing is more commonly found in the monuments of the
h?ﬁmmmmsmallm a van, a serpent, & Auman head, and
afluteors

When the feast representing the ancient state of mankind and the
progress of industry was celebrated, both the figure of the earth and
that of work obtained several names in different countries. But we
ﬁndthanmepm&:emdthcnmonhhom' in all these names. The
Iais representin, , waa called Ceres, Themis, Nemesis, Semcle,
Fnemosyne, and Adrastia.

We ahall bestow an entire article upon the explanstion of the sym-
bol of Ceres. The Isis surnamed Nemesis simply signified the earth
preserved from the waters. Bemele signified the represeniation of the
ancient condition of men; and Mnemosyne is no more than a bare
translation of the same word into Greek. Torches were always carried
next to Ceres, or the symbol of the mourning earth, and this caused
Tsis thus accompanied to be called Themis, Themisto, and Adrastia,
which three names signify all the excellency of fire. :
ertablc SRk oF the 140, Ton vhaln, wad U wyath - Thayataet B

e van, " serpent. ey
these figures the sorry grains on which they in the begioning had been

e
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:Eﬁuihfod,lﬂdthmrhdﬁem&qmmm
to overcome.f (See the antiquities of Greece collected by Dr.
Potter, vol. i, and Clem. Alexander, Cohort ad Gent.)

The persons who in the public ceremony carried the chest wherein
all these memorials were contained, likewise assumed to themselves
significant names, and made a part of the representation. They became
actors, and everything concurred with the symbolical pieces to convey
certain truths into the minds of the spectators.

The representative child was called simply the child, lier, the be-
loved son; sometimes the child author of life and eubsistence, Tber
flnter; sometimes the child of the representation, ben Semeleh ; some-
times Horus, Erichthonius, Harpocrates, Bacchus, Apollo, Icarus. He
bore many other names, whereof we shall give an explication, in the
particular enumeration of the feasts of the several nations.&

It is known from the testimony of Diodorus Siculus, and from the
conformity of the Athenian laws with the Egyptians, that the first
inhabitanta of Attica were an Egyptian colony. We have even several
proofs that it originally came from the city of fais, so famous for its
olive-trees. Among I‘.I{e ceremonies which these Toreigners brought
from Egypt into Greece, they remark the little chest, which according
to the custom of their original country, contained the symbolical
of agriculture. Three young Athenian women ulmsr:n their
a basket, wherein lay a child and a serpent.

* Every royal arch chapter of masons is supplied with & similar chest ; to
which q isaffectedly attached. It contains, besides other
testimonials of times past, something resembling, and which is declared to
be, manna, the food upon which tho Israclites are said to have subsisted
during their wanderings in the wilderness.

Among the emblems of masonry are likewise the skeleton or skull of the
human head, as well as the figure of a serpent. But tho original intention
of these ?mbols is probnbl{‘mw unknown to the fraternity.

“* The Jews also had, at the east end of school or synagogue,
called Aaron, or ark, in which was locked up the pentateuch in man
written on vellum in sguars characters, which, by express command, was to
be delivmﬁd to such ov%y]| as were found to be wise among them."—(Colcott
Disq. on Masonry, s

It is probable thr'tt.hiuuhst also contained memorials of the wretched
state of the Israelites while in the wilderness. The letters above memn-
tioned were probably the samo as the arch ineffable characters, which
‘-:;;lgisto!rig t angles in various attitudes, with the addition of a dot.—

.

+ The author makes this child the symhol of work ; and as the sun bore
the name of Apollo, or Horus Apollo, when in the northern hemisphere,
which is the time for on the labours of husbandry in this region,
there may be a propriety application.—Edit,

-
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Infantemque vident exporreciumque draconem.”

The three maids that carried this child had names relating to hus-
bandry, the symbols of which they bore in their hands. They were
called Herse, Pandrosos, and Aglauros. The signification of these
names unveils the whole obscurity of the enigma. It is enough for us
thereby to understand, that it is to the alternative of the rain, the dew,
and the fair weather, that husbandry is indebted for the life it affords
Let the imagination of poets wander upon the rest, and, accord-
ing to their custom, lock into a symbol to them become unintelligible,
for the matter of an insipid metamorphosis,

B

not in forget, any more than in other the necessity the
first men been under of defending their houses and the fruits of
the earth from wild beasts. Tl;y the memory of this par-
ticular circumstance by a kind unting, which they renewed every
three years, thro t the east. The same feast was not celebrated
ev year, because wild beasts did not multiply from one year to

80 a8 to alarm the neighbourhood. This hunting being only &
representation, and not much in earnest, it made the sanctity of feasts
degenerate into tumultuous ramblings, which were succeeded by the
greatest disorders.

It ia true, they by & sacrifice, and the invocation of the true
God : as may be mvedﬁvmtheirnrﬁhcﬁﬂ.thtu:‘gniﬁed
The Lord ia the mighty ; the Lord is my sirength; Jo Saboijf Deus

mihi exercitus. The Lord is an host to me ; the Lord is my guide ; Jevov
nissi ; Jo nissi; Dio nissi; Deus vexillum miki, Deus miki, duz esto.
Exod, xvil. 16. And Moses built an altar, and called the name of it
Jehovah-nisei. It is not time yet to convert the Dionissi, which was
only a prayer, into a man’s name, and of it to make the Dionysius of
the Greeks. All words which we find again in the mouth of the He-
brews, because their tongue and religion were originally the same with
that of the other nations, The latter have altered their notions, while
the form of prayers still remained the same.

Animals become Symbolical.

.

From the knowledge we now have of the genius and taste of the
eastern nations and chiefl ydﬁem; for bnliealmuu
and significant ceremonies, we are authorised to think, that the singn-

;Ouid. Hﬁn of Erichthonius. o "
Saboi, with, perhaps, some variations pronunciation, isa common
expression with emmt.ry’peoplo, to set dogs upon cattle.—Edit,



astronomical, moral, and other truths. We no longer run auy risk in
eaying, that the ram which they reverenced in Thebais and Lybys,
bulls they respected at Memphis and Heliopolis, the kids honoured at
Mendes, the lion, the fishes, and other animals which thuy'onh'*gd
in several provinces, were very plain symbols in their first origin. They
were no more than the ancient signa of the godiac, and the different
marks of the situation of the sun. They distinguish the meomenia of
one month or of another, by annexing the figure of the celestial animal
into which the sun then emtered, to the Isis which proclaimed that
feast; and instead of a bare picture, they introduced into the feast the
animal itself, the liviog animal relating thereto. The dog being the
g.;bol of the dog-star, which formerly opened the year, they put a living

£

at the head of the whole ceremonial of the first neomenis. It is
Diodorus who recounta this fact, as having been an eye-witnees of it.
They therefore took the habit of calling these neomenim the feast of the
ram, the feast of the bull, of the dog, and of the lion.

Funeral Symbols and Ceremonies.

There were near the Egyplian towns a certain ground a) ted for
the common burying-place. Diodorus Siculus (Biblioth. . 1) informs
us how these tombs are regulated, and in an exact description of the
burying-place at Memphis, the largest and most frequented of all, re-
Iates all that was practiced there. Amdinti:o his recital, the com-
mon burying-place was on the other aide of i
from —— acharie, after, and from —— s, man, comes ——

31?:':!:« hguu'm'o, theeThla:; oﬂdlzg.it.wn of man, cg:’m rather what follows the

eath of man. @y — a u, postremum, condifio,
ultima. The dead person was brought to the shore of that lake, and
to the foot of a tribunal consisting of several judges, who inquired into
his life and conversation. When he had not faithfully observed the
laws, the body waa left unburied, and very likely was thrown into a
sort of lay-stall, or ditch, called Tartarus. This word come from
the Chaldaic, ——{farah, preemonitio, doubling the . Diodorus
informs us that there was near a town at a small distance from Mem-
phis, a leaking vessel, into which they incessantly poured Nile water,
which could signify nothing but endless tortures and remorses. And
this ﬁl;g]e circumstance gives room to think, that the place where the
unburied bodies were thrown was set round with frightful representa-

When no accuser appeared, or he who deposed against the deceased
was convicted of falsehood, then they ceased to lament the dead person,
and his enconium was made, (giad) They, for instance, com-
mended his excellent education, his respect for religion, his equity,
moderation, chastity, and other virtues. His birth, which was sup-
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to be the same with all men, was never allowed as any merit in

All the amistants applauded these praises, and congratulated the
deceased on account of his ready to enjoy an eternal repose with
the virtuous.

There was on the shore of the lake a severe and incorruptible water-
man, who by order of the {.hndgu, and never upon any other terma.
ceived the boat. The very kings of
treated !m.h the eame rigour, and were not admitted into hrk
without the leave of the Jud'gel, who sometimes deprived even t.hem of
burial. The waterman carried the body to the other aide of the lake,
into a plain embellished with meadows, brooks, groves, and all the rural
ornaments, This place was called Elisout, or thn Elizian Fields, that
is, full satisfaction, an habitation of repose, or of joy. Thmm at the
entrance of that abode the figure of a dog, Wi mﬁ:
which ‘I.l:ey oalled Cerberus. The whole ceremony t]n—{oa

g sand over the opening of the vault wherein they hld put the

wﬂe.'andhyhdd him thricet adieuw.

these words practices, almost everywhere copied, were so

instructions to the people. They gave them to
mue ceremonies, as by so many lpowbnorvaqm;ﬁmtm
bols, that death was followed by an account which we were to give of
our life before an inflexible tribunal; but that, what was indeed dread-
ful to the wicked, was only & passage in s happier state for the
‘Wherefore death was called the deliverance. itah, or rather
alleviation, deliverance. Wherefore Horace looks upon that passage as
the end of evile.

Levere functum pauperem laboridus. (Carm. 1. 2, Od. 18) It ia like-
wise called in French /e trepas, that is, the to another life. The
boat of transportation was called tanqmll‘.:f..;.{gn, ranguilitas, sereni-
tas, whence comes daris, Charon’s bark, Diod. Sic.), because it carried over
pone but the just; and, on the contrary, the waterman who inflexibl
refused those whom the Jud? had not acquitted, was ulledeli
(Charon, Exod. xv. 7) or the Ven

Aatotheaﬁhthmwnuponthoenrpe,mdthetmdurudimohhe
relations, they were no more than natural duty a.udnmnple expression
of their regrets, But they were not contented with orymgthembyths
way this honour; they also put at the emtrance of the cemetery and
over the door of the deeeuoda tomb the symbol of the value and
tender affection they had for their departed relation. The dog, being of
all animals the most addicted to man, is the natural emblem of friend-
ship and attachment. They gave the figure of the dog three heads or

* The custom of throwing thrice sand upon the co is now become
aniversal. [Injecto ter pulvere. Horat. Unmm ﬁu
t Magna manes ter.voce vocarit, Zneid, 6.

T h
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to express the three cries they had made over their friend’s
e, according to the custom which granted that honour to none but
men. Therefore this figure, thus placed near the tomb and over
the head of the newly-buried person, signified his having been honoured
with the lamentations of his family, and with the cries which friends
never failed to come and utter over the grave of him whom they had
valued and cherished for his good qualities, The me-.n'ﬁ of this

bol is no longer a riddle, after its name has been translated. They

it Cer that is, in plain terms, the cries of the grave.*

It is neither easy nor reasonable to pretend to explain all the symbols
and ceremonies of antiquity, before we are convinced that most of the
gingular figures used on the most solemn occasions were in their first
origin no more than significant symbols and instructive ceremoniea. It
is enough for us that this is true of many of them; which I flatter my-
self I have lhot:n in this ﬁ.r;t myfuf expl.u;l.tinnhof tl::i ancient
writing, since the explication I give of it is simple, plain, and strictly
oonnu:gted both with the mmmgln notions and the wanta of the first
men

The thmu, who had contracted a habit of adoring the sun as
as aathor of all and looked on Qsgiris as their founder,
TRD into a third abyss, They, from & confused remembrance,
and an universal custom, knew that this figure of Osiris related to the
eun, and indeed it was nothing else in its first institution. They be-
sides saw the circle, the character of God, placed frequently eno on
Ouiris’ forehead. They then perpetuall t.{::ned the idea of Hammon
with that of the sun, and both these wi t of God. They no longer
honoured God nor the sun, without singing at the same time the favours
of Osiris or Hammon. The one was still inseparably connected with the
other; which made them give out that Hammon (or Osiris) had been
transported into the sun, there to make his residence, and that he thence
continually protected t, taking a delight in pouring a greater
ﬂ::tyu the country in by his offspring than on any other
in the universe. Thus being gradually come to ascribing divinity,
and offering their worship to the ruler representing the functions of
sun, , to complete absurdity, took him for the first of their
kings, oe this odd mixture of three inconsistent notions, I mean
of God, of the sun, and of a dead man, which the Egyptians perpe-
tually confounded together.

Jehov, Ammon, Neptune, Pluto,

That religibn which y indul the self-love and vanity of the
i easily favour, and took roots in the minds of the

i3

* From ———eri, or c¢ri, which has the same sense as in French, and
lmm—-———bp,the;ault,themve . ch,
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people. The rest of the symbols took the same turn. They inquired
who was the Poseidon or Neptune : thnti-,t.homrimﬂniﬁ:,,thuym-
bol of the annual return of the fleets ; and they made of him a god who
delighted in the ses, as Osiris did in the heaven. The funeral

who declared the anniversary of funerals, had also his own hi 3

as all the ceremonies belonged to burials, instead of being taken in their
true sense, that is, as public instructions upon the state of the just, after
death, had by degrees been looked upon as pictures of the real treat-
ment given to the dead under ground and in delightful gardens;

of Pluto, or of the symbol of the deliverance of the just, made a
who presided over the abodes of the dead.

The pretended god Neptune (Herod. in Euterp.), who became the
favourite aei.t;:l,:‘{l the mn"htime nations, mha a.llrrut ::knnwn to, ‘ll::,
hardly worshi am: e ians, who hated the sea, and w!
living in plenty of evﬁing, bardly ever went out of their own coun-

. On the contrary, as they were very exact in the outward practice
of their religious ceremonies, the funeral anniversaries, which were fre-
quently repeated, rendered Pluto much more renowned among them.

We often see round the head of the Egyptian Pluto a radiant crown,
and round his body = serpent, sometimes accompanied with the signs of
the zodiso; which evidently signifies the duration of one sun, that is,
of one year. And it is plain here, that the author of the Saturnals, who,
pretmzad that Pluto and many other gods were originally nothing but
the sun, had great reason to tzl.nk 80, Kince Jupiter, Ammon, Neptune,
and Pluto, are in reality no more than the symbol of one solar year,
diversified according to particular circumstances. They did not quite
lose sight of the unity of their origin in making ms of them; for

made them three brothers, who, as they had divided the em-
pire of the world between them.

Ham, or Hammon, being commonly called God, Jehov, Jehov-Ammon,
the city of Thebes, where he had dwelt longest, and which they an-
gsnﬁy g].ied (Al:_nmon'u) abode (4dmmonno), was sfterwards called the

o Diospolis,

‘}m‘{wurd Jehov, in i:g'miﬂu use, sigoified the gz‘her %L_:'_f:, the

f‘gWMG translated it by that of Zeus, or Dios,” and

‘Romans by that of Dews: all names having the same sense, if they
be not the same sound diversified sccording to the pronunciation of
different people. They sometimes joined to it the name of Father,
which was but an in tion of 1t, and called him Diospiter or Jov-
piter. The Ammon, which by a stupid kind of love was confounded
with Ged, and with Osiris, or the star moderator of seasons, beoame the
famous Jov-Ammon, or the Jupiter-Ammon, and had always the first

® They sometimes changed this word into that of zen, which comes from
san and zao, to live, which makes the same sanea,
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honours paid to him, after the other symbols had in like manner been
con into 80 many celestial personages and powerful deities. The
reason of this pre-eminence is founded on their having annexed the
idea of the founder of their colony to the most brilliant of all their
symbols, I mean their Osiris,

The Establishment of the Laws. Menes.

The rural works not being resumed in E, til after the Nile had
uitted the plain, they for this reason gave the public sign of husbandry
name of Moses, or Museus, (saved from the waters); and on the
same scoount the moons during which Horus Apollo, or husbandry,
continued his exercises, went also by the seame name.

About the end of autumn, the inhabitants being freed from the works
of the field, manufactured in their night-work the line, thread, and
cloth, which were some of their chief richea. The sign which was the
publication of it took then the name of Linus, which signifies watching,
the sitting up in the night, (——Lyn, to watch.) The star that lights
the night has on this account retained the same name, and so has the
matter iteelf that was manufactured during those watchings.

This sign has evidently given birth to the tales of Linus, Museus,
&phau;nﬁﬂu, Ganymede, and many other pretended heroes, or legis-
lators, of which it is needleas to pretend to determine and fix the chro-
nology and the above, )

The custom they had, to publish the several regulations concerning
polity, by the several postures of the son of Osiris, caused him to be
commonly called Menes, that is, the rule of the people. The Egyptiana,
wmmhk n:;r ﬁtlmok ;t t;.'lnt.o thelilr he:ga that Mene; hl:d been their

i , the au of their polity, the orderer of their , the
founder of their laws. For this reason put this imu-ginnyy;::ndc
nmhndoi;ﬂuthﬁimﬁthekingno{ wmmialpmmce:.he %

name oseg, or Museus, was iven to

lio sign of the revival of Husbandry. m:?ng,ﬂ w{\f:lh aigmﬁulp?he
drying up, made part of the calendar; it was the summary and the
substance of a statute o