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The Lecture of the First Degree of

Freemasonry

Introductory Address

BRETHREN, Masonry; according to the general acceptation of
the term, is an Art founded on the principles of Geometry, and
directed to the service and convenience of mankind. But
Freemasonry embracing a wider range, and having a more
noble object in view, namely, the cultivation and improvement
of the human mind, may, with more propriety, be called a
Science, although its lessons for the most part are veiled in
Allegory and illustrated by Symbols, inasmuch as, veiling itself
under the terms of the former, it inculcates principles of the

purest morality.

To draw aside this veil therefore, or, more properly speaking, to
penetrate through its mysteries, is the object of our Masonic
Lectures, and by a faithful and appropriate attention to them
we hope ultimately to become acquainted with all its mysteries.
The Lecture of this Degree is divided into seven Sections, and
throughout the whole, virtue is depicted in its most beautiful

colours, the duties of morality are everywhere strictly enforced.



The nature, character, the attributes and perfections of the
Deity are faithfully delineated and forcibly portrayed, and are
well calculated to influence our conduct towards Him, as our
Father, Benefactor, and Moral Governor, as also in the proper

discharge of the duties of social life.
Section One

The mode of Masonic instruction is the catechetical, or, in
more familiar terms, by question and answer; therefore, from a
previous conviction that you are a Mason, permit me to ask

you in that character:

Q - As Free and Accepted Masons, how did you and I first

meet?

A - On the Square.

Q - How do we hope to part?

A - On the Level

Q - Why meet and part in that particular manner?

A -As Masons we should so act on the Square, as to enable us

to part on the Level with all mankind, particularly a Brother

Q -As a Mason whence come you?



A -The West.
Q- Whither directing your course?
A- The East.

Q -What inducement have you to leave the West, and go to the

East?

A- To seek a Master, and from him to gain instruction.
Q- Who are you that want instruction?

A- A Free and Accepted Mason.

Q- What manner of man ought a Free and Accepted Mason to

be?

A- A free man, born of a free woman, brother to a King, fellow

to a Prince or to a beggar, if a Mason, and found worthy.
Q- Why freeborn?

A- In allusion to that grand festival which Abraham made at
the weaning of his son Isaac, when Sarah, Abraham's wife,
observing Ishmael, the son of Hagar the Egyptian bondwoman,
teasing and perplexing her son, remonstrated with her
husband, and said: Put away that bondwoman and her son, for

such as he shall not inherit with the freeborn, even with my



son Isaac. She spake as being endued with a prophetic spirit,
well knowing that from Isaac's loins would spring a great and
mighty people, who would serve the Lord with freedom,
fervency, and zeal; and fearing that if the two youths were
brought up together, Isaac might imbibe some of Ishmael's
slavish principles; it being a general remark in those days, as
well as the present, that the minds of slaves are more vitiated
and less enlightened than those of the freeborn. This is the
reason we, as Freemasons, give why every Mason ought to be
freeborn; but in the present day, slavery being generally
abolished, it has therefore been considered wunder our
Constitution, that if a man be free, although he may not have

been freeborn, he is eligible to be made a Mason.
Q- Why those equalities among Masons?

A- We are all created equal, which is strengthened by our

Mason Oath.
Q- Generally speaking, as a Mason whence come you?

A- From a worthy and worshipful Lodge of Brothers and

Fellows
A -To greet your worship well.

Q.- Any other recommendation?



A- Hearty good wishes.

Q- Since you bring nothing but hearty good wishes, what do

you come here to do?

A- To learn to rule and subdue my passions, and make a

further progress in Masonry.

Q- By this I presume you are a Mason?

A- 1 am so taken and accepted among Brothers and Fellows.
Q- How do you know yourself to be a Mason?

A- By the regularity of my initiation, repeated trials and
approbations, and a willingness at all times to undergo an

examination when properly called on.

Q- How do you demonstrate the proof of your being a Mason to

others?
A- By Signs, Tokens, and the Perfect Points of my entrance.
Q - What are Signs?

A- All Squares, Levels, and Perpendiculars are true and proper

signs to know a Mason by.

Q -What are Tokens?



A- Certain regular and friendly Grips, whereby we know a

Brother in the dark as well as in the light.

Q - Will you give me the Points of your Entrance?.
A- Give me the first, I will give you the second.

Q - What do you wish to Collect.?

A- All Secrets and Mysteries of or belonging to Free and

Accepted Masons in Masonry.

Q- This being open Lodge, you may safely reveal.
A- Of, At, and On.

Q- Of, At, and On what?

A- Of my own free will and accord; at the Door of the Lodge; on

the Point of a Square presented to my naked left breast.
Q- When were you made a Mason?
A- When the sun was at its meridian.

Q- In this country Freemasons' Lodges are usually held in the
evening: how do you account for that, which at first view

appears a paradox?



A- The earth constantly revolving on its axis in its orbit round
the sun, and Freemasonry being universally spread over its
surface, it necessarily follows that the sun must always be at

its meridian with respect to Freemasonry.
Q- What is Freemasonry?

A- A peculiar system of morality, veiled in allegory, and

illustrated by symbols.

Q.- Where were you made a Mason?

A- In the body of a Lodge, just, perfect, and regular.
Q- What is a Lodge of Freemasons?

A- An assemblage of Brethren, met to expatiate on the

mysteries of the Craft.

Q- When met, what makes it just?

A- The Volume of the Sacred Law unfolded.
Q- What perfect?

A - Seven, or more, regularly made Masons.
Q - And what regular?

A -The charter or warrant of constitution.



Q- Why were you made a Mason?

A -For the sake of obtaining the Secrets of Masonry, and to be

brought from darkness.

Q- Have Masons Secrets?

A - They have many invaluable ones.

Q -Where do they keep them?

A- In their Hearts.

Q- To whom do they reveal them?

A- None but Brothers and Freemasons

Q.- How do they reveal them?

A- By Signs, Tokens, and particular Words.
Q - As Masons, how do we hope to get at them?
A- By the help of a key.

Q.- Does that key hang or lie?

A- It hangs.

Q- Why is the preference given to hanging?



A- It should always hang in a Brother's defense, and never lie

to his prejudice.

Q- What does it hang by?

A- The thread of life, in the passage of utterance.
Q- Why is it so nearly connected with the heart?

A- Being an index of the mind, it should utter nothing but what

the heart truly dictates

Q.- It is a curious key, of what metal is it composed?
A- No metal, it is the tongue of good report

Brethren, this ends the first section of the first lecture:

That excellent key, a Freemason's. tongue, which should speak
well of a Brother absent or present, but when unfortunately that
cannot be done with honour and propriety, should adopt that

excellent virtue of the Craft, which is Silence.

To order, Brethren

Second Section

Q- Where were you first prepared to be made a Mason?

A- In my Heart.



Q- Where next?

A- In a convenient room adjoining the L.

Q- Who brought you to be made a Mason?

A- A friend, whom I afterwards found to be a Brother.
Q- Describe the mode of your preparation.

A- T was divested of metals and hoodwinked my right arm, left
breast, and knee. were made bare, my right heel was slipshod,

and a. cabletow placed about my neck.
Q- Why were you divested of m.?

A - That I might bring nothing offensive or defensive into the

Lodge to disturb its harmony.
Q- A second reason?

A- As I was received into Masonry in a state of poverty, it was
to remind me to relieve indigent brethren, knowing them to be

worthy, without detriment to myself or connections.
Q- A third reason?

A- At the building of King Solomon's Temple, there was not

heard the sound of metallic tool.



Q- How could the building of so stately an edifice as King
Solomon's Temple have been carried on and completed without

the aid of metal tools?

A- The stones were hewn in the quarry, there squared, carved,
marked, and numbered. The timber was felled and prepared in
the forest of Lebanon, carved, marked, and numbered also;
they were then floated to Joppa, thence conveyed on carriages
to Jerusalem, and there set up with wooden mauls and

implements prepared for that purpose.
Q - Why were the stones and timber prepared so far off?

A- To show the excellence of the Craft in those days, for
although the materials were prepared at so great a distance,
yet when they were brought to Jerusalem, and came to be put
together, each piece fitted to that exact nicety, that it appeared
more like the work of the Great Architect of the Universe than

of human hands.
Q- Why were you hoodwinked?

A- That in case I had refused to go through any of the usual
ceremonies required in making a Mason, [ might have been led

out of the Lodge without discovering its form.

Q- A second reason?



A- As I was received into Masonry in a state of darkness., it
was to remind me to keep all the world so, with respect to our
Masonic mysteries, unless they came legally by them as I was

then about to do.

Q- A third reason?

A- That my heart might conceive before my eyes should

discover.
Q- Why were you slipshod?

A- Our Lodges being considered to stand on Holy Ground, it
alludes to a certain passage of Scripture, where the Lord spake
thus to Moses from the Burning Bush, " put off thy shoes from
off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is Holy

Ground."

Q- Being thus properly prepared, where were you conducted?
A- To the Door of the Lodge

Q- How did you find that D.?

A- Shut and close Tyled.

Q- Whom was it Tyled by?

A- One whom I afterwards found to be the Tyler of the Lodge.



Q- His duty?

A- Being armed with a drawn Sword to keep off all intruders
and cowans to Masonry, and to see that the candidates are

properly prepared.

Q- Being in a state of darkness, how did you .know it to be a

Door.?

A- By meeting with an obstruction, and afterwards gaining

admission.

Q- How did you gain admission?

A- By three distinct knocks.

Q -To what do these three distinct knocks allude?

A- An ancient and venerable exhortation Seek, and ye shall
find; ask, and ye shall have; knock, and it shall be opened unto

you.
Q - How did you apply that exhortation to your situation?

A- Having sought in my mind, I asked of my friend, he

knocked, and the door of Freemasonry became open unto me.

Q- When the Masonic Door. became open unto you, who came

to your assistance?



A- One whom I afterwards found to be the Inner Guard.
Q;- What did he demand of your friend, or the Tyler?

A- Whom he had there.

Q- The Tyler's answer?

A- Mr. A. B., a poor candidate, in a state of darkness, who has
been well and worthily recommended, regularly proposed and
approved in open Lodge and now comes of his own free will and
accord, properly prepared, humbly soliciting to be admitted to

the mysteries. and privileges. of Freemasonry.

Q- What did the Inner Guard further demand?

A- How I hoped to obtain those privileges

Q- Your answer?

A- By the help of God, being free, and of good report.
Q- How did the Inner Guard. then proceed?

A- He desired me to halt, while he reported me to the
Worshipful Master, who was afterwards pleased to order my

admission

Q- Were you admitted? And on what?



A- 1 was, on the Point of a sharp implement presented to my

naked left breast.

Q- Why was the Point of a Sharp Implement presented to your

naked left breast on your entrance into the Lodge.?

A- To intimate to me that I was about to engage in something

serious and solemn, likewise to distinguish the sex.

Q - When admitted into the Lodge, what was the first question
put to you by the Master?

A- Mr. A. B., as no person can be made a Mason unless he is
free and of mature age, I demand of you, are you a free man,
and of the full age of twenty-one years? To which I answered in

the affirmative.

Q- What were you then desired to do?

A- Kneel and receive the benefit of a Masonic prayer.
Q- Which I will thank you for.

A- Vouchsafe Thine aid, Almighty Father and Supreme
Governor of the Universe, to our present convention, and grant
that this Candidate for Freemasonry may so dedicate and
devote his life to Thy service, as to become a true and 'faithful

Brother amongst us. Endue him with a competency of Thy



Divine wisdom, that, assisted by the secrets of our Masonic art
he may the better be enabled to unfold the beauties of true

godliness, to the honour and glory of Thy holy name.
So, mote it be.

Q.- After the recital of this prayer what was the next question

put to you by Master.?

A- In all cases of difficulty and danger in whom do you put

your trust?

Q- Your answer?

A- In God.

Q- The Master's reply?

A- Right glad am I to find your faith well founded; relying on
such sure support, you may safely rise, and follow your leader
with a firm but humble confidence, for where the name of God

is invoked we trust no danger can ensue.
Q.- How did the Master then address the Lodge

A- The brethren from the North, East, South, and West will

take notice that Mr. A. B. is about to pass in view before them



to show that he is the candidate, properly prepared, and fit and

proper person to be made a Mason
Q- How did your leader then dispose of you?

A- 1 being neither naked nor clothed barefoot nor shod, but in
an humble, halting moving posture, he friendly took me by
right hand, led me up the North, past the West to the East,
down the South, and delivered me to the Senior. Warden in the

West.

Q- What was required of you during your progress round the

lodge

A-To go through an examination by the Junior and Senior

Wardens similar to that I had done at the door of the Lodge.
Q- Why were you led round in this spicuous manner?

A- It was figuratively to represent the seeming state of poverty
and distress in which I was received into Masonry, on the
miseries of which (if realised) were I for a moment to reflect, it
could not fail to make that impression on my mind, as to cause
me never to shut my cars unkindly to the cries of the
distressed, particularly a Brother Mason, but listening with
attention to their corn plaints, pity would flow from my breast,

accompanied with that relief their necessities required and my



ability could afford. It was likewise to show that I was the
candidate properly prepared, and a fit and proper person to be

made a Mason.
Q- Who are fit and proper persons to be made Masons?

A- Just, upright, and free men, of mature age, sound

judgment, and strict morals.
Q- Why are the privileges of Masonry restricted to free men?

A- That the vicious habits of slavery might not contaminate the

true principles of freedom on which the Order is
founded.
Q- Why of mature age?

A- The better to be able to judge for ourselves, as well as the

Fraternity at large.
Q- Why of sound judgment and strict morals?

A- That both by precept and example we may the better be
enabled to enforce due obedience to those excellent laws and

tenets laid down in Freemasonry.

Q- When delivered over to the Senior Warden the West, how did

he proceed?



A- He presented me to the Worshipful Master, candidate

properly prepared to be made Mason.
Q- The Master's answer?

A- Bro. Senior Warden, your presentation shall be attended to,
for which purpose I shall ask a few questions to the candidate,

which I trust he will answer with candour.
Q- The first of those questions?

A - Do you seriously declare on your honour, that, unbiased by

the improper solicitation of friends against your

own inclination, and uninfluenced by mercenary or other

unworthy motive, you freely voluntarily offer yourself a
candidate for the mysteries and privileges of Freemasonry?

Q- The second?

A- Do you likewise pledge yourself you are prompted to solicit
those privileges by a favourable opinion preconceived of the
Institution, a general desire of knowledge, and a sincere wish
to render yourself more extensively serviceable to your fellow

creatures?

Q- The third?



A- Do you further seriously declare your honour, that, avoiding
fear on the one hand, and rashness on the other, you steadily
persevere through the ceremony of your initiation, and if once
admitted, will afterwards act and abide by the ancient usages

and established customs of the Order?
To all of which, answers in the affirmative were given.

Q- What did the Master then order?

A- The Senior Warden to direct the Junior Deacon to instruct

me to advance to the pedestal in due form.

Q- I will thank you to show the method of advancing from West

to East in this degree.

A- (This is done.)

Q- Of what do those three irregular steps consist ?
A - Right lines and angles.

Q- What do they morally teach?

A- Upright lives and well-squared actions.

Q- When placed before the Master in the East, how did he

address you?



A- It is my duty to inform you that Masonry is free, and
requires a perfect freedom of inclination in every Candidate for
its mysteries; it is founded on the purest principles of piety and
virtue; it possesses great and invaluable privileges; and in
order to secure those privileges to worthy men, and we trust to
worthy men alone, vows of fidelity are required; but let me
assure you, that in those vows there is nothing incompatible
with your civil, moral, or religious duties; are you therefore
willing to take a solemn obligation, founded on the principles I
have stated, to keep inviolate the secrets and mysteries of the

Order? To which I gave my assent.

Q- Were you made a Mason?

A- I was, and that in due form.

Q- Describe the due form in which you were made a Mason.

A- T knelt on my left knee with my feet in the form of a square.
With my right hand on the Volume of the Sacred Law, while my
left was employed in supporting a pair of compasses presented

to my naked left breast.

Q- Why were the Compasses presented to your naked left

breast at the time of your initiation?



A- As the Compasses were then an emblem of torture to my
body, so should the recollection ever prove to my mind, should
I at any future period be about improperly to disclose any of
those Masonic secrets I was then on the point of being

entrusted with.

Q - In that attitude what were you about to do?

A- Take the Great and Solemn Obligation of a Mason.
Q -Which I will thank you for.

A- I, A. B., in the presence of the Great Architect of the
Universe, and of this worthy worshipful, and warranted Lodge
of Free and Accepted Masons, regularly assembled and
properly dedicated, of my own free will and accord, do hereby
and hereon sincerely and solemnly promise and swear, [ will
always hele, conceal, and never reveal any part or parts, point
or points, of the secrets or mysteries of or belonging to Free
and Accepted Masons in Masonry, which may heretofore have
been known by me or shall now or at any future period be
communicated to me, unless it be to a trusted and lawful
Brother, or Brothers, and not even to him or them until after
due trial, strict examination, or sure information from a well-
known Brother that he or they are worthy of that confidence, or

in the body of a just, perfect, and regular Lodge of ancient



Freemasons. I further solemnly promise that I will not write
those secrets, indite, carve, mark, engrave, or otherwise them
delineate, or cause or suffer it to be done by others, if in my
power to prevent it, on anything movable or immovable under
the canopy of Heaven, whereby or whereon any letter,
character, or figure, or the least trace of a letter, character, or
figure, may become legible, or intelligible to myself or any one
in the world, so that our secret arts and hidden mysteries may
improperly become known through my unworthiness. These
several points I solemnly swear to observe, without evasion,
equivocation, or mental reservation of any kind, under no less
a penalty, on the violation of any of them, than that of having
my throat cut across, my tonge torn from its root and my body
buried in the rough sands of the sea whence the tide doth
wash twice in the course of a natural day or the more effective
punishment of being branded as a willfully perjured individual,
void of all moral worth, and totally unfit to be received into this
worshipful Lodge, or any other warranted Lodge, or society of
men who prize honour and. virtue above the external
advantages of rank and fortune. So help me God, and keep me
steadfast in this my Great and Solemn Obligation of an Entered

Apprentice Freemason.



Q - Having taken the Solemn Obligation of a Mason, how did

the Master address you?

A - What you have repeated may be considered but a serious
promise; as a pledge of your fidelity, and to render it a Solemn
Obligation you will seal it with your lips on the Volume of the

Sacred Law.
Q - How did he further address you?

A - Having been kept for a considerable time in a state of
darkness, what in your present situation is the predominant

wish of your heart.
Q - Your answer?

A- Light. To which the Junior Deacon., by the Worshipful

Master's command, was pleased to restore me.

Q - Having been restored to the blessing of material Light, what

were then pointed out to your attention?

A- The three great though emblematic light in Freemasonry,
which are, the Volume of the Sacred Law, the Square and

Compasses.

Q - Their uses?



A - The Sacred Words are to govern our faith; the Square to
regulate our actions; and the Compasses. to keep us in due
bounds with all mankind, particularly our Brethren in

Freemasonry.
Q - How did the Master then proceed?

A- He friendly took me by the right hand, and said, Rise, newly
Obligated Brother among Masons.

Brethren, this ends the second section of the first lecture:

The heart that conceals, and the Tongue that never improperly
reveals, any or either of the secrets or mysteries of or belonging

to Free and Accepted Masons in Masonry.
To order, Brethren
Third Section

Q - After you were raised from your kneeling posture, what

were you enabled to discover?
A- The three lesser lights.
Q.- How are they situated?

A- East, South, and West.



Q - For what purpose?

A - To show the due course of the Sun, which rises in the East,
gains its meridian lustre in the South, and sets in the West;

likewise to light men to, at, and from labour.
Q - Why is there none in the North?

A - The Sun being then below our horizon, darts no ray of light

from that quarter to this our hemisphere.
Q - What do those three lesser lights represent?
A - The Sun, Moon, and Master of the Lodge.

Q - Why the Sun, Moon, and Master?

A - The Sun to rule the day, the Moon to govern the night, and
the Master to rule and direct his Lodge.

Q - Why is the Master of a Freemason's Lodge compared to

those grand luminaries?

A - As it is by the benign influence of the Sun and Moon that
we, as men, are enabled to perform the duties of social life, so
it is by the kind care and instruction of the Worshipful. Master,
that we, as Masons, are enabled to perform those duties the

Craft require of us.



Q - After the lesser lights were explained how did the Master

address you?

A -Brother A. B., by your meek and candid behaviour this
evening, you have escaped two great dangers, but there is a
third which will await you until the latest period of your
existence. The dangers you have escaped are those of death
stabbing and death strangulation for on your entrance into the
Lodge this Dagger. was presented to your naked left breast, so
that had you rashly attempted to rush forward, you would have
been accessory to your own death. by stabbing whilst the
Brother who held it would have remained firm, and done his
duty. There was likewise this Cabletow with a running noose
about your neck which would have rendered any attempt at
retreat equally fatal; but the danger which will await you until
your latest hour is the penalty of your obligation, having your
throat cut across, your tongue torn from its roots and your
body buried in the rough sands of the sea whence the tide doth
wash twice in the course of a natural day, should you

improperly disclose the Secrets of Masonry.
Q - How did he further address you?

A - Having taken the Great and Solemn Obligation of a Mason,

[ am now permitted to inform you that there are several



Degrees in Freemasonry, and peculiar secrets restricted to
each. These, however, are not communicated indiscriminately,
but are conferred on candidates according to merit and
abilities. I shall therefore, proceed to intrust you with the
secrets of this Degree, or those marks by which we are known
to each other, and distinguished from the rest of the world; but
must premise for your general information, that all Squares,
Levels and Perpendiculars are true and proper signs to know a
Mason by; you are therefore expected to stand perfectly erect,
your feet formed in a Square; your body being thus considered
an emblem of your mind, and your feet of the rectitude of your

actions.
Q - What did the Master. then direct you to do?

A - Take a step towards him with my left foot, bringing the
right heel. into its hollow; that, he informed me, is the first
regular step in Freemasonry and it is in this position that the

signs of the degree are communicated.

Q - Of what do those signs consist ?

A - A Sign, Token, and Word.

Q - I will thank you for the Sign in due form.

A- (Which is given.)



Q - Communicate the Token to.
A - (Which is done.)

Q - Is that correct?

A - It is, Worshipful Master.

Q - What does that demand?

A -A Word

Q - Give me that Word

A - At my initiation I was taught to be cautious; but with you

as a brother I will letter or halve it with you.
Q - Which you please, and begin.

A - (It is then given.)

Q - Whence is this Word derived?

A - From the left hand pillar at the Porchway or Entrance. of
King Solomon's Temple, so named after the Great Grandfather

of David and a Prince and Ruler in Israel.
Q - The import of the Word?

A - In Strength



Q - Having been Obligated and intrusted, were you invested?

A -1 was, with the distinguishing badge of a Mason, which the
Senior Warden informed me is more ancient than the Golden
Fleece, or Roman Eagle, more honourable than the Garter, or
any other Order in existence, being the badge of innocence,
and the bond of friendship: he strongly exhorted me ever to
wear and consider it as such; and further informed me, that if I

never disgraced that badge, it would never disgrace me.
Q -Repeat the address you then received from the Master.

A - Let me add to the observations of the Senior Warden, that
you are never to put on that badge should you be about to visit
a Lodge in which there is a Brother with whom you are at
variance, or against whom you entertain animosity; in such
cases, it is expected that will invite him to withdraw, in order
amicably to settle your differences, which being happily
effected, you may then clothe yourselves, enter the Lodge, and
work with that love and harmony which should at all times
characterise Freemasons. But if, unfortunately, your
differences be of such a nature as not to be so easily adjusted,
it were better one or both of you retire, than that the that

harmony of the Lodge should be disturbed by your presence.

Q - Where were you then ordered to be placed?



A - At the North East part of the Lodge
Q - Repeat the charge.

A - It is customary at the erection of all stately and superb
edifices to lay the first or foundation stone at the North. East
corner of the building; you, being newly admitted into Masonry,
are placed at the North East part of the Lodge, figuratively to
represent that stone: and from the foundation laid this evening
may you raise a superstructure perfect in its parts and
honourable to the builder. You now stand to all external
appearance a just and upright Mason, and [ give it you in
strong terms of recommendation ever to continue and act as
such; indeed, I shall immediately proceed to put your
principles in some measure to the test, by calling upon you to
exercise that virtue which may justly be denominated the
distinguishing characteristic of a Freemason's heart I mean
Charity. I need not here dilate on its excellencies; no doubt it
has often been felt and practiced by you; suffice it to say, it has
the approbation of heaven and earth, and, like its sister Mercy,
blesses him who gives as well as him who receives. In a society
so widely extended as Freemasonry, the branches of which are
spread over the four quarters of the globe, it cannot be denied
that we have many members of rank and opulence, neither can

it be concealed that among the thousands who range under its



banners, there are some who, perhaps from circumstances of
unavoidable calamity and misfortune, are reduced to the lowest
ebb of poverty and distress. On their behalf it is our usual
custom to awaken the feelings of every newmade Brother, by
such a claim on his charity as his circumstances in life may
fairly warrant; whatever, therefore, you feel disposed to give,
you will deposit with the Junior Deacon; it will be thankfully
received, and faithfully applied.

Q - Your answer?

A - That I had been divested of everything valuable previously

to entering the Lodge, or I would give freely.
Q - The Master's reply?

A - I congratulate you on the honourable sentiments by which
you are actuated, likewise on the inability which in the present
instance precludes you from gratifying them; believe me, this
trial was not made with a view to sport with your feelings; far
be from us any such intention; it was done for three especial

reasons.
Q - The first of those reasons?

A - To put my principles to the test.



Q - The second?

A - To evince to the Brethren that I had neither metal nor
metallic substance about me, for if I had, the ceremony of my

initiation, thus far must have been repeated.
Q - The third?

A - As a warning to my own heart, that should I at any future
period meet a brother in distressed circumstances who might
solicit my assistance, I would remember the peculiar moment I
was received into Masonry, poor and penniless and cheerfully
embrace the opportunity of practicing that virtue I had

professed to admire.
Q - What did the Master then present to you?

A - The working tools of an Entered Apprentice Freemason

which are the 24-inch Gauge, the common Gavel and Chisel.
Q - Their uses?

A - The 24-inch Gauge is to measure our work, the common
Gavel to knock off all superfluous knobs and excrescences, and
the Chisel to further smooth and prepare the stone, and render

it fit for the hands of the more expert workman.



Q - But as we are not all operative Masons, but rather Free and
Accepted, or speculative, how do we apply these tools to our

morals?

A - In this sense, the 24-inch Gauge represents the 24 hours of
the day, part to be spent in prayer to Almighty God, part in
labour and refreshment, and part in serving a Friend or
Brother in time of need, without detriment to ourselves or
connections. The common Gavel represents the force of
conscience, which should keep down all vain and unbecoming
thoughts which might obtrude during any of the
aforementioned periods, so that our words and actions may
ascend unpolluted to the throne of grace. The Chisel points out
to us the advantages of education, by which means alone we

are rendered fit members of regularly organised society.
Q - How did the Master then address you?

A - As in the course of the evening you will be called on for
certain fees for your initiation, it is proper you should know by
what authority we act. This is our charter or warrant from the
Grand Lodge of England, which is for your inspection on this or
any future evening. This is the book of Constitutions, and
these are our byelaws, both of which I recommend to your

serious perusal, as by one you will be instructed in the duties



you owe to the craft in general, and by the other, in those you

owe to this Lodge in particular.
Q - What permission did you then receive?

A - To retire, in order to restore myself to my personal
comforts, and the Worshipful Master informed me that on my
return to the Lodge he would call my attention to a charge,
founded on the excellences of the Institution and the

qualifications of its members.

Q - When placed at the North East part of the Lodge, assisted

by the three lesser lights, what were you enabled to discover?
A - The form of the Lodge.

Q - What form?

A - A parallelopipedon.

Q - Describe its dimensions.

A - In length from East to West, in breadth between North and
South, in depth from the surface of the earth to the centre, and

even as high as the Heavens.

Q - Why is a Freemason's Lodge described of this vast extent?



A - To show the universality of the science; likewise, that a
Mason's charity should know no bounds save those of

prudence.
Brethren, this ends the third section of the first lecture:

All poor and distressed Masons, where ever dispersed over the
face of earth, and Water, wishing them a speedy relief from their
sufferings, and a safe return to their native country, if they

desire it.

To order, Brethren

Fourth Section

Q - On what ground do our Lodges stand?
A. - Holy Ground

Q - Why on Holy Ground?

A - Because the first Lodge was consecrated.
Q - Why was it consecrated?

A - On account of three grand offerings thereon made, which

met with Divine approbation.

Q -.Which I will thank you to specify



A - First, the ready compliance of Abraham with the will of God
in not refusing to offer up his son Isaac as a burnt sacrifice,
when it pleased the Almighty to substitute a more agreeable
victim in his stead. Secondly, the many pious prayers and
ejaculations of King David, which actually appeased the wrath
of God, and stayed a pestilence which then raged among his
people, owing to his inadvertently having had them numbered.
And thirdly, the many thanksgivings, oblations. burnt
sacrifices, and costly offerings which Solomon, King of Israel,
made at the completion, dedication, and consecration of the
Temple at Jerusalem to God's service. Those three did then, do
now, and I trust ever will render the ground of Freemasonry

holy.

Q - How are our Lodges situated?
A - Due East and West

Q - Why?

A - Because all places of Divine worship as well as Masons'
regular, well-formed, constituted Lodges, are or ought to be so

situated

Q - For which we assign three Masonic reasons; I will thank

you for the first.



A - The Sun, the Glory of the Lord, rises, in the East and sets
in the West.

Q - The second?

A - Learning originated in the East, an thence spread its benign

influence to the West
Q - The third, last, and grand reason?

A - Whenever we contemplate on the works of the creation, how
ready and cheerful ought we to be to adore the Almighty
Creator, who has never left Himself without a living witness
among men. From the earliest period of time, we have been
taught to believe in the existence of a Deity. We read of Abel
bringing a more acceptable offering to the Lord than his
brother Cain; of Enoch walking with God; of Noah. being a just
and upright man in his day and generation , and a teacher of
righteousness; of Jacob wrestling with an angel, prevailing, and
thereby obtaining a blessing for himself and posterity. But we
never hear or read of any place being set apart for the public
solemnisation of Divine worship, until after the happy
deliverance of the children of Israel from their Egyptian
bondage, which it pleased the Almighty to effect with a high
hand and an outstretched arm, under the conduct of His

faithful servant Moses, according to a promise made their



forefather, Abraham, that He would make of his seed a great
and mighty people, even as the stars in Heaven for number,
and the sand of the sea for multitude. And as they were about
to possess the gate of their enemies, and inherit the promised
land, the Almighty thought proper to reveal to them those three
most excellent institutions-viz., the Moral, Ceremonial, and
judicial Laws. And for the better solemnisation of Divine
worship, as well as a receptacle for the Books and Tables of the
Law, Moses caused a Tent or Tabernacle to be erected in the
wilderness, which by God's especial command was situated
due East and West, for Moses did everything according to a
pattern shown him by the Lord on Mount Sinai. This Tent or
Tabernacle proved afterwards to be the ground-plan, in respect
to situation, of that most magnificent Temple built at
Jerusalem by that wise and mighty Prince, King Solomon,
whose regal splendour and unparalleled lustre far transcend
our ideas. This is the third, last, and grand reason. I as a
Freemason give, why all. places of Divine worship, as well as
Masons' regular, well-formed, constituted Lodges are or ought

to be so situated.
Q - What supports a Freemason's Lodge

A- Three great Pillars.



Q - What are they called?
A - Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty.
Q - Why Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty

A - Wisdom to contrive, Strength to support, and Beauty to

adorn.
Q - Moralise them.

A -Wisdom to conduct us in all our undertakings, Strength to
support us under all our difficulties, and Beauty to adorn the

inward man.
Q- Illustrate them.

A -The Universe is the Temple of the Deity whom we serve;
Wisdom, Strength and Beauty are about His throne as pillars
of His works, for His Wisdom is infinite His Strength
omnipotent, and Beauty shines through the whole of the
creation in symmetry and order. The Heavens He has stretched
forth as a canopy; the earth He has planted as a footstool; He
crowns His Temple with Stars as with a diadem, and with his
hand He extends the power and glory. The Sun and Moon are
messengers of His will, and all His law is concord. The three

great pillars supporting a Freemason's Lodge are emblematic of



those Divine attributes, and further represent Solomon King of

Israel, Hiram, King of Tyre and Hiram Abif.
Q - Why those three great personages?

A - Solomon King of Israel for his wisdom in building,
completing, and dedicating the Temple at Jerusalem to God's
service; Hiram King. of Tyre for his strength in supporting him
with men and materials; and Hiram Abif. for his curious and

masterly workmanship in beautifying and adorning the same.

Q - As we have no noble Order of Architecture known by the
names of Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty, to which do they

refer?

A - The three most celebrated, which are the Ionic, Doric, and

Corinthian.

Q - Name the covering of a Freemason's Lodge.

A - A Celestial Canopy of divers colours, even the Heavens.
Q - As Masons, how can we hope to arrive there?

A - By the assistance of a Ladder, in Scripture called Jacob's

Ladder.

Q - Why was it called Jacob's ladder?



A - Rebecca, the beloved wife of Isaac, knowing by Divine
inspiration that a peculiar blessing was vested in the soul of
her husband, was desirous to obtain it for her favourite son
Jacob, though by birthright belonged to Esau her first-born.
Jacob had no sooner fraudulently obtained his father's
blessing, than he was obliged to flee from the wrath of his
brother, who in a moment of rage and disappointment had
threatened to kill him. Arid as he journeyed towards Padan-
aram, in the land of Mesopotamia (where by his parents' strict
command he was enjoined to go), being weary and benighted
on a desert plain, he lay down to rest, taking the Earth for his
bed, a stone for his pillow, and the Canopy of Heaven for a
covering. He there in a vision saw a Ladder, the top of which
reached to the Heavens, and the Angels of the Lord ascending
and descending thereon. It was then the Almighty entered into
a solemn covenant with Jacob, that if he would abide by His
laws, and keep His commandments, He would not only bring
him again to his father's house in peace and prosperity, but

would make of his seed a great and mighty people.

This was amply verified, for after a lapse of twenty years Jacob
returned to his native country, was kindly received by his
brother Esau, his favourite son Joseph was afterwards, by

Pharaoh's appointment, made second man in Egypt, and the



children of Israel, highly favoured by the Lord, became, in
process of time, one of the greatest and most mighty Nations

on the face of the earth,
Q -Of how many staves or rounds was this Ladder composed?

A - Of many staves or r