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FOREWORD

Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine for North

America, at its Fortieth Annual Session, held in the city of
Atlanta, Georgia, in 1914, the Imperial Potentate, Illustrious
Noble William W. Irwin, made the following recommendation
and suggestion:

IN his Annual Address to the Imperial Council Ancient

“That the Imperial Council should authorize the publi-
cation of a complete and authentic history of the early
origin and records of the Ancient Arabic Order of Nobles
of the Mystic Shrine, and also a history of the Order from
which our Order emanates. These data are in the possession
of Dr. Saram R. Ellison, of Mecca Temple, New York, and
I would suggest the propriety of engaging him to write the
history.”

See Printed Proceedings, 1914, Page 140.

The Committee on Jurisprudence and Laws (Wm. B. Melish,
Chairman)}, made the following report on this recommendation
and suggestion:

“Qur Committee learns from Representative Saram R.
Ellison, who is the Recorder of Mecca Temple, of New
York City, that the work upon which he is at present
engaged is a history of the early days of Mecca Temple,
as shown by its records, and that he intends to present this
history to Mecca Temple for such disposition as it may
desire to make. Noble Ellison says that when this is done
he will be glad to place the result of his investigations at the
disposal of the Imperial Council through the Imperial
Potentate.

“We call attention to the fact that a printed history of
the early origin of the Ancient Arabic Order of Nobles of
the Mystic Shrine was published as early as 1878, and
reprinted about 1893, and that many copies of the same
are still in existence. We are of the opinion that this
history should be verified by a competent Committee, and
compared with the early minutes of Mecca Temple, as that
body was the possessor of the data concerning the intro-
duction of the Order into the United States,
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4 FOREWORD

“We therefore recommend that the incoming Imperial
Potentate be requested to appoint a Committee of three
members of the Imperial Council, and that he instruct said
Committee to prepare a concise history of the Ancient
Arabic Order from which our Order emanates, and to add
thereto a short history of the Imperial Council from date
of its inception up to the year 1915, and to present the same
in manuscript form to the Imperial Council at its next
Annual Sesston for its consideration.

“"We further recommend that such expenses of the
Committee as may be approved by the Imperial Potentate
shall be paid from the Imperial Council funds, but that the
compensation for services rendered by the Committee,
or any one else, in the compilation of the historical matter
shall be fixed by the Imperial Council.”

See Primnled Proceedings, 1914, Page 215. -

But little progress was made by the Committee prior to
1918, although it reported each vyear to the Imperial Council
that the work was progressing as rapidly as possible, and asked
and was granted further time to complete its work. Prior to
the Annual Session of the Imperial Council in 1918, ocur now
lamented Nobhle Saram R. Ellison, who had served as Chair-
man of the Committee since its appointment, and who had
gathered much valuable information and data relative to the
early history of Mecca Temple in New York, and the organiza-
tion of the Imperial Council, because of advancing years, asked
1o be relieved of further work on the Committee. ‘This, and
other reasons, necessitated a change in the personnel of the
Committee, which was made at the Annual Session of the Im-
perial Council in 1918. '

At that Annual Session the newly appointed Committee on
History of the Order made the following report:

“To THE IMPERIAL Councir, N. M. 5.:

“Your Committee on History of the Order regrets that
it can only report progress in the work devolving upon it.
At the last session of the Imperial Council, Neble Saram
R. Ellison asked to be relieved as Chairman of the Com-
mittee. This was done, and Noble D. C. O'Filaherty was
appointed Chairman by the [mperial Potentate, and Noble
James McGee was added to the Committee. The historical
matter that had been collected was taken in hand hy the
new Chairman, who called to his assistance Noble Jas,
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McGee and Noble Wm. B. Melish. Ia January last Chair-
man O'Flaherty and Noble W. J. Thornby resigned from
the Committee, their membership as Representatives to the
Imperial Council having ceased. The Imperial Potentate
thereupon appointed Noble Wm. B. Melish as Chairman
of the Committee, and also appointed Nobles Preston
Belvin and George A. Pettigrew as members of the Com-
mittee. During the last three months a large amount of
work has been done in the preparation and compilation of
matter from original records and from the Proceedings of
the Imperial Council. This work has been largely done by
Noble James McGee, of New York City, where the Ancient
Arabic Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine was instituted
in America in 1872,

"“In the preparation of historical matter the Committee
was authorized by the Imperial Potentate to employ a
Noble to assist the Committee and to have typewriting
done, and to go to the expense of not to exceed five hundred
dollars for the work.

"A good deal of this work has been done and has been in
the hands of this Committee at this session. Much of this
matter has to be carefully revised and compared with the
official records of the Imperial Council. We have divided
this work among the members of the Committee and will
undoubtedly complete the work during the coming year.

"Your Committee asks that it may be continued for
another year in order to carry on and complete its work,

Yours in the Faith,
Wwum. 3. MrLisH,
PPresToN BELVIN,
James McGEeE,
GEO. 5. MEREDITH,
GEORGE A. PETTIGREW,
Commiitee.”

The report was accepted and the request granted.
See Printed Proceedings, 1918, Page 1635,

At the Annual Session, 1919, of the Imperial Council; the
Committee presented what is contained in the following pages
as the result of their labors, and the same was accepted, ap-
proved, and adopted as the History of the Ancient Arabic
Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine for North America,
and of the Imperial Council of said Order from its inception to
the present time.
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In the preparation of the History of the Imperial Council,
the printed Proceedings of its Annual Sessions have been the
source from which the information and data have been secured,
the thought being that its best history is its own record as
published by its authority.

While we have not attempted to publish herein the Laws,
Rules, and Regulations of the Imperial Council, for these are
embodied in its Constitution and By-Laws, we have occasionally
quoted in full an amendment to the Constitution or By-Laws,
for the purpose of showing the changes from time to time in
the Jurisprudence of the Imperial Council.



PREFATORY

HE history of any fraternal order, organization, or

society consists mainly in an answer to the three

questions: What was its origin? What are its pur-
poses? and What has it accomplished?

It frequently bappens that it is quite difficult, and some-
times absolutely impossible, to establish beyond cavil the origin
of organizations or fraternities that are not really old in point
of years. This is not difficult to understand when we know
that almost without exception such organizations are formed by
a few enthusiasts who are more deeply interested in perfecting
the organization, and promulgating its principles, than they are
in preserving a complete and correct record of their proceed-
ings. There are but few, if any, fraternal societies, except those
of recent organization, whose origin is not enshrouded in more
or less uncertainty, and some of them have nothing upon which
to base their origin but legendary love.

Even the great Fraternity of Free Masons, the oldest fra-
ternal institution in the world, and of which every Noble of the
Mystic Shrine is a member, has an origin completely enshrouded
in doubt and uncertainty.

While it is generally agreed that Freemasonry as it now
exists, in its speculative character, dates back many years
beyond the organization of the Grand Lodge of England in
1717, and that it is founded upon, or was suggested by, certain
socicties or guilds of operative Masons that existed at a very
early date, and whose members were the architects and builders
of the olden time, yet it is not definitely known when the change
from the operative to the speculative system was made, or who
were responsible for it. Some Masonic students contend that
the origin of Freemasonry can not be traced back beyond the
sixteenth century, while others contend that its origin can be
traced by its emblems, symbolisms, and teachings, through the
operative, or stone masons' guilds, back to the building of
King Solomon’s Temple. Both theorics may be wrong, but
the fact remains that this great Fraternity, which now encircles
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8 PREFATORY

the globe, and is destined to live for ages, has no positive proof
of its own ongin. It is not surprising, therefore, that it is often
difficult to truthfully answer the question—'What was its
origin?’" when writing a history of a fraternal organization.

Its purposes are usually disclosed by its Charter and Con-
stitution, while what it has accomplished is shown by the
record of its proceedings, the benefit it has been to mankind,
and the amount of good directly attributable to its agencies
and teachings.

To undertake to write the history of the Shrine is to essay
to write of one of the most remarkable fraternal organizations
that has ever yet attracted the attention of man. Its origin,
the personnel of its membership, and its wonderful growth
seemn to challenge one’s credulity. It is, however, with the or-
igin of the Shrine that we are first concerned, for while the
existence of the Shrine has been comparatively brief, from a
histortcal standpoint, nearly all of those who have any first-
hand knowledge of its beginning have answered the call of the
mvisible Muezzin, and passed over the river to rest under the
shade of the trees in the peaceful casis of the Great Beyond;
and if we do not preserve the facts in some authentic and official
way, while those who know much of its early history are still
living, we will find that many things that can be written as
history will be but tradition, and even regarded a fable.

Cervantes said, “Historians ought to be precise, faithful,
and unprejudiced,” and believing that to be a good guide, we
shall endeavor to write the history of the Order faithfuily as
we find it, afthough we may have to shatter some widespread
theories as to its ancient origin.

The real origin of the Order now known as the Ancient
Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine is involved in
some uncertainty, or perhaps it should be said that it is not
free from discussion, and yet it is generally conceded that the
Order was not known, and did not in fact exist in North America
prior to the year 1872, or less than half a century ago. By some
it has been contended that the Order as it has existed in America
since 1872 was founded upon some one or more of the Ancient
Orders, or Societies, which are said to bave existed in the far
East at an early day, and that the secret work or mysteries of
such order were communicated to, or conferred upon, the
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noted American actor, William J. Florence, while traveling in
Europe, or some foreign country, and that he was the founder
of the present Order in America.

Others claim that while Noble Florence probably did have
knowledge of the existence of some similar order in Europe, or
the Orient, and may have had a knowledge of some of their
mysteries and ritualism, yet that he simply communicated such
information as he may have had to Dr. Walter M. Fleming
and other intimate friends in New York City, and that these
friends, with Dr. Fleming as the guiding spirit, organized the
Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine in the
city of New York in 1872, and gave to their Temple the name
of “"Mecca.” Still others contend that the Order is neither
founded upon, nor suggested by, any Arabic or European
order, society, or shrine, of which either Florence or Fleming
had any direct knowledge. They say that the Mystic Shrine
started as a Social Club proposition, pure and simple; that
Florence and Fleming were fast friends and associates, as well
as members of the Masonic Fraternity; that they numbered
among their intimate friends several congenial spirits who were
also Masons of prominence, and that the Order of the Nobles
of the Mystic Shrine was simply the outgrowth of a desire on
their part to organize a Social Club or society to afford them
mutual enjoyment and supply what they felt was lacking in the
great Masonic Fraternity of which they were a part.

While many Nobles profess to believe that the Order of the
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine was instituted by some Moham-
medan, or Mohammedans, long years ago, and while pamphlets
have been printed purporting to be issued under the authority
of the Imperial Council of the Order, and stating that the
Order has existed in Arabian countries for centuries, and that
the Khedive of Egypt and other high dignitaries and celebrated
personages were members of the same before it was known in
America, we doubt if any real facts exist justifying such state-
ments. There may have been Orders or Societies in Europe,
Arabia, or elsewhere, from which those who founded the Order
in America received their ideas. In fact, we think this quite
probable. But we do not believe that there is any foundation
in fact for the widespread idea that our Order was founded
upon, or has any connection with, any Oriental secret societies
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in Europe, Asia, or Africa. Those chroniclers who have so
written were novelists and not historians. If William J. Flor-
ence, who certainly had considerable to do in the organization
of the Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine in America, was
initiated into the same Order, or any similar order, in any Euro-
pean or Oriental country, the ritual and ceremonies or sym-
bolisms of which were used by him in founding our present
Order, does it not seem strange that nothing further has ever
been heard of such an Order or Society? If they ever in fact
existed, what has become of them in the last fifty years? Why
has the Imperial Council not entered into correspondence with
them, as is customary among all fraternal societies? And how
is it that with thousands of Nobles annually traveling to all
parts of the world, on pleasure bent, not one of them has reported
to the Imperial Council, so far as its Proceedings show, the
discovery of a single Temple of our Order from which we might
have derived our origin.

The Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine is an American
institution which uses Oriental paraphernalia, signs, tokens, etc.,
for its own purpose. The motives of those who originated the
Shrine, in adopting these Arabic and Egyptian symbols, are not
known with any certainty, but from the character of the gen-
tlemen who first selected them and used them, we feel we can
truthfully say that they were used for histrionic rather than
for esoteric or historical purposes. Noble Florence, who can
certainly be said to have assisted in originating these features,
was a noted actor, and many of those associated with him
belonged to the same profession. It is not difficult to see why
one as skilled as he was should have selected the picturesque
jewels and costumes of the Orientals. The jeweled costumes,
the picturesque Arab with his tent, and the holy city of Mecca,
together with all that surrounded it and the religion which it
typified, naturally appealed to the actor. To him the whole
world was a stage and all the people actors. He hit upon an
exceedingly picturesque and attractive feature. The Ritual is
evidently the free translation of a beautiful and ancient order
or religion, and this, in truth, is about all that can be said about
its antiquity.

Qur Order, even as we now have it, being less than a half
century old, is institutional, and has grown to be the greatest
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organization which the world has ever known, but like all
things that grow and develop, the beginning is somewhat
shadowy, and it has its twilight zone where fact and fiction
mingle, or as Irving said, “History fades into fable)” The
Order known as the Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the
Mystic Shrine originated in the city of New York. The mem-
bership first consisted of Dr. Walter M. Fleming, William ]J.
Florence, Edward Eddy, Daniel Sickels, Charles T. McClen-
achan, John W. Simons, Albert P. Moriarty, Aaron L. Northrop,
Sherwood C. Campbell, Oswald Merle D’Aubigne, James S,
Chappelie, John A. Moore, George W. Millar, and William 5.
Paterson. William J. Florence was a noted actor. Dr. Walter
M. Fleming was a noted Masonic scholar, and a study of the
Ritual showing the different sections of the work indicates and
illustrates the mind of the actor and the Masonic scholar. In
the ritualistic work is seen the gorgeous Oriental display that
delights the actor, and the mystic rhythm of the Oriental re-
ligions appealed to the scholastic Mason, so that you had in
these two men a combination which was peculiarly fitted
to found an Order that would appeal to Masons, uncon-
sciously perhaps, but none the less truthfully, so there
emerged an Order that exemplified Operative and Speculative
Masonry.

It should not be forgotten that all of the founders of the
Order, above named, were prominent and well-known Free
Masons, and all, or nearly all, of them were members of both
the York Rite and Scottish Rite of Freemasonry. As the
Rituals of both Rites seek to impress upon the minds of the
candidates and members the serious and important duties of
life, and to instil! into their hearts the higher and nobler im-
pulses of the human soul, there is but little in them that affords
an opportunity for fun or merriment, or that appeals strongly
to the social side of man’s nature, and it is quite easy to im-
agine that these men would cheerfully assist in the formation
of an Order which, while not a playground of Masonry, for
Masonry has no playground, would in fact and effect be a
playground for Masons.

As tending to show that this desire to provide an avenue
for relaxation, mirth, and merriment was uppermost in the
minds of the founders of the Order of the Nobles of the Mystic
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Shrine, and that it had in fact no Oriental origin, save in the
imagination of its founders, we quote the following from a
pamphlet claiming to be “The Early History of the Mystic
Shrine,” and bearing the name of Noble James McGee of Mecca
Temple, New York, as its author or compiler, and whose mem-
bership in the Order now dates back farther, perhaps, than any
other living Noble:

“To Brother McClenachan, Fleming submitted his
manuscript of the Shrinal idea, with the explanation that
he desired it put into service and ritualized to form a degree
that would act as a relax and appeal to the humoresque side
of human nature after the continuous serious work of the
Scottish Rite Degrees, suggesting that it be called the
Ancient Arahic Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He
had written it after delving deep in Arabian and Egyptian
literature and upon what he had learned in his travels
abroad. This occurred in the [atter part of 1871 and during
1872. To make it more attractive he had decorated it with
all the mysticisms of the Orient, feeling that to put the
proposition before the Fraternity and make a success of it
without surrounding it with a certain degree of mystery
would be 'Love’s Labor Lost.” Brother McClenachan
thoroughly digested Brother Fleming’s manuscript, and
concluded there was merit in it beneficial for both the
Scottish Rite and Knight Templarism, Fleming, as pre-
viously stated, having become a Knight Templar by con-
necting himself with Columbian Commandery, No. 1,
March 19, 1872. They deliberated and decided that the
new Order should be made an adjunct to both organizations
by making them the necessary stepping-stones or pre-
requisites to membership. In other words, a candidate for
the Order of The Mystic Shrine in the United States should
and must be a Mason of the Thirty-Second degree, Ancient
Accepted Scottish Rite (in later years by reason of the
existence of Spurious Bodies this was changed to read ‘a
thirty-second degree Mason of the Ancient Accepted Scottish
Rite of the Northern or Southern Jurisdiction of the United
States, or those in harmony with the same’), or a Knight
Templar according to the requirements of the Grand En-
campment of Knights Templar of the United States.

* * * #* * * * * *

“Fleming and McClenachan considered how the Order
was to be rightly introduced and gain the quickest success.
They concluded to retain the aroma of Orientalism and
secure Florence's consent to the use of his name to picture
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to the Masonic world the source from whence Fleming's
writings could be established as authentic. Florence readily
assented after the subject had been fully explained to
him,

“Fleming now drew on his imagination and wrote
Florence up in his visits to the imaginary foreign Shrine
Temples, in ‘regal splendor,’ as he termed it, and his com-
minglings with the nobility of the Order abroad. From a
professivnal standpoint this greatly added to his popularity
at home and abroad. Florence's professional engagements
kept him on the move continuously, preventing his at-
tendance at any Mystic Shrine Ceremonial or Session.”

It will be noticed that in what we have quoted above, Noble
McGee gives to Noble Walter M., Fleming the credit of originat-
ing the idea of the formation of the Order of the Nobles of the
Mystic Shrine, but the minutes of the meetings of Mecca Temple
of New York seem to prove that to Noble William J. Florence
should be given the credit, although, undoubtedly, Noble
Fleming did more of the actual work incident to the organiza-
tion of the Order than did Florence. Whether Florence first
suggested the idea to Fleming, or Fleming first suggested it to
Florence, there is no doubt but that the two, working in com-
plete accord, and ably assisted by Noble Charles T. McClen-
achan, of New York, were the prime movers in the establish-
ment of an Order which has prospered beyond the fondest
expectation of its founders.

There appears to be no question but that William J. Flor-
ence traveled extensively in foreign lands, and, being an actor
of great prominence, he would unquestionably be the center of
attraction in those cities visited by him, among those to whom
the pleasures and lighter affairs of life appealed most strongly,
and that he was privileged to visit societies or clubs where fun
and frolic were in the ascendancy. He may indeed have been
initiated into the “mysteries” of some such organization, and
there acquired a knowledge of its ritualism which he commu-
nicated to Dr. Fleming and others, who amplified it to meet
the requirements of the new Order which they proposed to found,
and which they later did found.

If we may Dbelieve the records of Mecca Temple, Noble
Florence has himself spoken in the matter, and has stated that
he received the inspiration which later led to the founding of
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the Mystic Shrine, in the city of Marseilles, France, in August,
1870; that he left on the following day for Algiers, and that he
there found a ““Shrine of the Mogribins” in full operation.

We further find in what purports to be “‘a Condensation of
the Historical Account of the Mystic Shrine by Illustrious
Noble Walter M. Fleming 33°, founder of the Order in North
America,’’ the following:

“The introduction of the Order to America came through
IMustrious William J. Florence, who was initiated into the An-
cient Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine by original
Oriental source and authority.”

This tends to show that Dr. Fleming himself recognized
Florence as the man who was entitled to credit for introducing
the Shrine 1dea in North America, but be that as it may, there
is no question but that Florence and Fleming were in complete
accord in the matter, and that the real work of formulating a
Ritual and organizing a Temple in the city of New York, and
four years later organizing what was first known as *The Im-
perial Grand Council of the Ancient Arabic Order of Nobles
of the Mystic Shrine for the United States of America,” was
performed by Dr. Fleming, ably assisted by Noble Charles T.
McClenachan and a few others. _

It is quite evident that in the preparation of the Ritual,
and in formulating the ceremonial work of the QOrder, there
was a purpose to give to the esoteric work an air of mysticism,
and to surround the forms and ceremonies with an atmosphere
of Orientalism, and this makes it difficult to determine how
much credence should be given to any claim of Oriental or
foreign origin of the Order. We, however, know that the Order
exists; that it has had a marvelous growth, and is to-day the
largest fraternal organization in the world. Its prerequisite
reqnirement assures it of good material, and it has in the past
and will in the future accomplish' much goed in the world.
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HILE there is much discussion and some disagree-
ment as to the origin of The Ancient Arabic Order of
the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, it is conceded by all
that it first became known in North America some time in the
year 1870, and that during the latter part of that year, and the
first part of 1871, steps were taken by a number of gentlemen
in the city of New York preparatory to the founding of a Temple
of the Order in that city. These gentlemen were all Knights
Templar or Thirty-second degree Scottish Rite Masons, and on
June 16, 1871, they met and enthusiastically endorsed the
proposition, and organized for the first session, which for some
reason was not held until September 26, 1872, It is possible
that the delay was caused by the fact that Dr, Walter M. Flem-
ing, who was one of the originators of the Shrine idea, was not
knighted as a Knight Templar until March 19, 1872, although
he had unquestionably had the work of the Order of the Mystic
Shrine communicated to him, or had manufactured it outright
before that time, In the preliminary discussions, in which Dr.
Fleming doubtless participated, it had been agreed that as a
prerequisite to the Order the candidate, or petitioner, must be
either a Knight Templar or a Thirty-second degree Scottish
Rite Mason in good standing, and it may be that Dr. Fleming
desired to be both before announcing the new Order to the
public, because of the fact that nearly all of those who were
associated with him were members of both Rites. However
this may have been, on September 26, 1872, Dr. Walter M.
Fleming and ten others, being eleven of the thirteen who had
met on June 16, 1871, met at the Masonic Hall, East Twenty-
third Street, in the city of New York, and formally organized
and formed a Temple of the Nobles of the Mystic Shring, which
they named “Mecca Temple.” Thus Mecca Temple became
the Mother Temple of the Mystic Shrine, and as the Imperial
Council was not organized until June 6, 1876, the history of
Mecca Temple really becomes the early history of the Imperial
Council.
In the year 1916, Noble Saram R. Ellison, Recorder of
Mecca Temple, an industrious and painstaking student, made a
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thorough and complete examination of the minutes, archives,
and records of Mecca Temple from its organization, and col-
lated all of the facts gathered therefrom relative to its organiza-
tion and the origin of the Order of the Nobles of the Mystic
Shrine. Dr, Ellison made his investigation and research for, and
reported his findings and conclusions to Mecca Temple, but
kindly furnished a copy thereof for the use of this Committee.
As this history would not be complete without the facts shown
by Noble Ellison’s report, we quote it in full as follows*

Facts
ABoOUT THE FOUNDING OF
TaE ANCIENT ARABIC OrRDER OF THE NOBLES OF
THE MysSTIC SURINE

Collated from the original minutes and records of Mecca
Temple, the parent body, by

SaraMm R, Ernison, M.D,
Recorder of Mecca Temple.

New Yorxk, 1916,

This is to certify that 1 have carefully compared these ex-
tracts from the minutes and records of Mecca Temple and have
examined the Jewels and Ritual now in our archives, and find
the accounts of and extracts from the same to be true and
correct.

(Signed) L. N. DONNATIN,

Illustrious Potentale
Mecca Temple.

Almost without exception, the origin and early history of
any order, and more particularly the history of any secret
organization, becomes shrouded in the mists of uncertainty as
time progresses. The founders drop from the ranks, facts
become contaminated by fction, and fiction in turn is elab-
orated into myth. It is not my purpose to enter into or to seek
to excite controversy, but to present these extracts from the
Minute Book and Records of Mecca Temple for the study of
those interested in the subject. These records are all intact,
and form part of the Archives of Mecca Temple.

Perhaps it will be well first to establish the Masonic stand-
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ing of the founder, William J. Florence. . The records show that
he was born in Albany, N. Y., July 26, 1831. The records of
Pittsburgh Commandery, No. 1, Pittsburgh, Pa., show that on
June 13, 1854, he petitioned that Commandery for the Chiv-
alric Degrees. This petition states his age to be twenty-five,
his occupation that of actor, and his prerequisite connections to
be membership in Mount Moriah Lodge, No. 155, of Philadel-
phia, and Zerubbabel Chapter, No. 162, The petition was favor-
ably acted upon, and that same day he was given the Red
Cross and Malta and was knighted. He is recorded as a *'so-
journer,” and the records add ‘‘not considered a member,"”
though he was carried upon the books until his death, November
19, 1891, In these days of strict jurisdictional lines the ‘‘so-
journer’’ is not recognized, but at the time he received the
degrees it was not unusual for a body to confer the degrees
upon any distinguished member of the Craft whose business
required constant traveling, and it was nothing unusual that so
distingnished an actor should be made a sojourning member of
a Commandery to which he could not become permanently
attached. These facts are certified as being from the records
of the Commandery by its Recorder, and were obtained by
Noble W. S. Brown, Imperial Treasurer.

On Sunday, April 21, 1867, at the old Metropolitan Hotel,
in New York City, C. T. McClenachan and two other Sovereign
Grand Inspectors General communicated to W, J. Florence the
degrees of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite from the Fourth
to the Thirty-second, inclusive. He was accredited to Aurora
Grata Consistory, of Brooklyn, and the annotation is made
that the degrees were communicated in this manner, as the
actor was about to travel abroad. These facts are certified to
by Noble Wildig, Historian of Aurora Grata Consistory.

From this it becomes apparent that Noble Florence, before
going abroad, was in possession of the high degrees of both the
York and Scottish Rites.

From the original manuscript of the History of Mecca
Temple, published by the Temple in 1894, we find in the hand-
writing of the original Recorder, William S. Paterson, these
statements:

“As fully set forth in the preceding history, IIl. William J.

Florence was initiated into the Ancient Arabic Order of the
2
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Nobles of the Mystic Shrine and imparted the knowledge of the
ceremonies to Dr. Walter M. Fleming, of New York, who was
empowered to introduce and establish the Order in North
America. It was determined to confer it only on Free and
Accepted Masons of the higher degrees, and on the 16th of June,
1871, a number of Knights Templar and Thirty-seconds and
Thirty-thirds of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite were
assembled at Masonic Hall, 114 East 13th Street, New York,
where the proposition to engage in the establishment of the
Order was enthusiastically accepted and the following eleven
Brethren were duly received:” (Names are omitted at this
point, but are unquestionably the same as are shown on page
19— Committee.)

This was not the first session, but merely a meeting to
organize for the first session, this not being held until fifteen
months later. At the time of the organization meeting Dr.
Fleming was not a Knight Templar and therefore lacked one
of the prerequisites, but to qualify he had been made a thirty-
second on May 31, 1871, sixteen days before the organization,
though he had received the Order August 13, 1870, when he
had not yet advanced beyond the Master Mason degree. He
did not advance until it had practically been determined to
confine the Order to Knights Templar and Thirty-seconds. At
the meeting in June, 1871, it was agreed to make this member-
ship prerequisite. His membership in the Scottish Rite qual-
ified him for membership, and he was knighted March 19, 1872,

The Ritual was written by Dr. Fleming, and on the original,
in his own handwriting, now a part of the Archives of Mecca
Temple, appears this inscription:

THE FirsT COMPLETE
RrtuaL
OF THE

ANCIENT ARABIC ORDER
OF THE

NOBLES OF THE MYSTIC SHRINE
BY
WarLter M. FLEMINGg, M.D.
orF New YORK

Writien August, 1870, for the Establishment of the Order in
the Western Hemisphere.
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From this it appears that Noble Florence communicated
the Order to Noble Fleming, that he might prepare the Ritual.
In accordance with the custom still obtaining, the names of
those ennobled at any session are first arranged in alphabetical
order, and then numbered consecutively. This was regarded
as the first session, and as “Fle" precedes ‘‘Flo,” Dr. Fleming
became number one and Florence number two. At the meeting
of 1871 these eleven were added:

3—Sherwood C. Campbell 9—John A. Moore
4—James S. Chappelle 10—Albert P. Moriarty
5—Oswald Merle d’Aubigne 11—William S. Paterson
6—Edward Eddy 12—Daniel Sickels

7—Charles T. McClenachan 13—John W. Simons
8—George W. Millar

Although it was agreed in June, 1871, to form a Temple, it
was not until September of the following year that the first
session was called. The minutes of this session are in the hand-
writing of Dr. Fleming, though signed by him for W. S. Pater-
son, as Recorder. From the minute book this complete record
is copied:

NoBLES oF THE Mystic SHRINE,
MEecca TEMPLE, NEW YORK

FIRST SESSION—September 26, 1872; Masonic Hall, East
23d Street:

Present, Ill. Nobles:

June 16,
Dr. Walter M. Fleming.......................... 1871
Edward Eddy. ... ... . ... . “
O.M.D'Aubigne............. ... ... L. '
Jas. 8. Chappelle. . ......... ... ... ... .. .. .. H

John A.Moore. ....... .. .. i
Chas. T. McClenachan '

Wm. S. Paterson “

Geo. W. Millar L

Albert P. Moriarty e

Daniel Sickels “

Absent—Wm. ]. Florence and S. C. Campbell.
On motion, O. M. D’Aubigne
Dr. Fleming was called to the chair to preside, Carried.
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Dr. Fleming explained the object of the session: to form a

TEMPLE OF THE NOBLES OF THE MYSTIC SHRINE.

Letters of advice and instruclion were read from Bro. William
Florence.

On motion of C. T. McClenachan, Wm. S. Paterson was
chosen as Recorder and assumed that position.

Dr. Fleming read the history of the Order, logether with the
circumstances of ils appearance in North America.

On resolution of James S, Chappelle the Temple was formed,
its Charter Members being the aforenamed Il}. Brethren and the
Name chosen, Mecca Temple, N. M. S., City of New York.

The following ofhcers were elected on motion of Edward
Eddy to proceed to clect officers:

Dr. Walter M. Fleming.......... ..., Ill. Gr. Potentate,
Charles T. McClenachan. . ..........Chief Rabban.
Johm A, Moore. .............. ...... Ass’'t. Rabban.
Wm. S Paterson. .................. Recorder.
Edward Eddy. ....... ... ... ... ... High Priest.
James S, Chappelle. . . .............. Treasurer.
George W. Millar. ... ... . ... .. ... Oriental Guide.
Oswald Merte D’Aubigne. .. ... ... ... Capt. of Guard.

The remaining offices were left vacant until a subsequent
meeting on motion of John A. Moore.

There being no further business the Temple closed in hatmony
subject to the call of the Gr. Potentate.

From the portions italicized, it would appear that the
authority of W. J. Florence to give advice and instruction,
though not present at this first Session, was unquestioned.
Further Dr. Fleming read the history of the Order and the
circumstances of its appearance in America, evidently through
importation. At the second Session of the Imperial Council he
again speaks of the fragmentary ritualistic material which he
reconstructed with the aid of an Arabic scholar, who elsewhere
appears to have been Albert L. Rawson, of Vermont, who
became a member of Mecca Temple at the Fourteenth Session,
April, 1878.

Further acknowledgment of the services of W. J. Florence is
found in the minutes of the Session of September 29, 1882.
The Grand Potentate referred to is Noble Fleming, who still
retained that office.
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“IIl. Willlam J. Florence was announced and was intro-
duced to the assembly by Ill. J. F. Collins in an eloquent speech
that touched on all the noble qualities and high deeds of one who
merited the title of The Father of the Order. The Potentate
cordially welcomed the Illustrious Noble and tendered him the
hospitalities of Mecca Temple. 1ll. Noble Florence accepted the
welcome in a brief speech and said that when he assisted in in-
troducing the Order in this country he never expected to behold
the magnificence of Ritual and ceremony which surrounded him.
After the ceremonies of the evening the Illustrious Noble ex-
pressed his unbounded delight at the beauty and magnificence
with which Mecca Temple had imbued the weird Arabic cere-
mony and that he had never witnessed such an exemplification
in all his travels."

Writing under the date of September 9, 1891, Noble Flor-
ence presented to Mecca Temple his first Jewel in these words:

“"Will you please accept for Mecca Temple the enclosed
Jewel—it is the first ever worn by a Christian—and with it take
the earnest wish that our beautiful work will spread from world
to world, till we are gathered to the Sacred Shrine promised to
the Faithful by our Father.”

This Jewe!l and letter are now in the archives of Mecca
Temple, together with other Jewels presented to or worn by
Noble Florence, including the K. T. charm always worn by
him, which is engraved with the names of the bodies recited in
an earlier paragraph. These Jewels were presented to Mecca
Temple by his widow and his niece, Mrs. Williamus, as it appears
from the Minutes of the Executive Committee for June 30th
and November 14th, both 1892, and the Minutes of the Session
of May 27, 1913. Included in the collection are a number of
foreign Jewels bearing Arabic inscriptions, and a pair of Shrine
claws inscribed:

AMIR UL UMRA
WiLLIAM J. FLORENCE
Aucust, 1870
From Mecca TempLE, MysTic SuriNg, N. Y,
Dec., 1884.
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These medals were presented after the death of Noble
Florence in 1891. At the session of November 30, 1891, the
next following Noble Florence’s death, the Minutes read:

"TII. W. M, Fleming was introduced and gave an eloquent
and loving tribute to the memory of Ill. W, j. Florence, who in
1869 received the Order in Europe end was the first fo introduce
it into the United Stales, and with the speaker and eleven other
prominent Masons established the Order on June 16, 1871,
and afterward organized Mecca Temple."

And as a last exhibit is taken a transcription from the min-
utes of the Executive Committee for October 19, 1892. William
B. Melish, the newly elected Imperial Potentate, had ex-
pressed a disbelief in the antiquity and Arabic origin of the
Order, and a committee was appointed by Mecca Temple to
seek an interview with the Imperial Potentate in his home in
Cincinnati. Their report was incorporated in the minutes of
the committee meeting as above. This report, which covers
nine typewritten pages, is signed by Nobles Charles T. McClen-
achan and George W. Millar, both Charter Members of Mecca
Temple and both too well-known in Masonry to require intro-
duction. It recites that they were cordially received by Noble
Melish and, after a trip through the Scottish Rite Cathedral
and Shrine quarters of Syrian Temple, came to the business of
the journey. The essential portion of the report is contained in
this extract:

""Noble Melish stated that he understood and believed that
Noble Florence and three or four others, sitting around a table
in New York, had in a jolly way concocted this Ritual and
started the society, and asked if Noble McClenachan knew or
believed that Noble Florence had brought any Ritual to this
country from the East, or was ever initiated in Beyreuth, to
which Noble McClenachan replied: that he firmly believed
Noble Florence to have been initiated in some Eastern Organiza-
tion or Society in Beyreuth, or elsewhere, and did bring a Ritual
to this country which has been enlarged and altered to beautify it.

"“The entire report is in the handwriting of Noble McClen-
achan. It is evident that Beyreuth is an erroneous spelling of
Beirut. The Ritual is, of course, that prepared by Dr. Fleming
from the material supplied him.

“With the various traditions, doubtless embellished and
elaborated by various writers, this presentation of facts has
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nothing to do. The material here offered is all a matter of
authenticated record, and from these records it appears that

“William J. Florence was a Knight Templar and Thirty-
second degree Mason before he went abroad.

“That it is the belief of his intimate associates that he was
received, on this account, into some Oriental Order, and that
he brought back with him the whole or parts of the Ritual of
this Order,

“That this Ritual was translated, amplified, and prepared for
American use by Dr, Walter M. Fleming, in August, 1870.
*That Noble Florence, with the assistance of Dr. Fleming,
founded the Order in North America and that he was regarded
by Dr. Fleming, as well as the other Charter Members, as the
true Founder of the Order.
“Yours in the Faith,

Saram R. Eviison, M.D.,
Recorde_r."

It will be noticed that the foregoing compilation of facts
was verified by Noble L. N. Donnatin, Potentate of Mecca
Temple, and certified by him to be correct and authentic. Some
time thereafter Noble Donnatin succeeded Noble Saram R.
Ellison as Recorder of Mecca Temple, and later, with the as-
sistance of Noble Epes Winthrop Sargent, prepared and pub-
lished in The Meccan, a Mecca Temple Publication in New
York, a History of Mecca Temple. ‘While the authors state that
their history is taken from the records of Mecca Temple, sup-
plemented by material discovered by Noble Ellison, and while
in a few places their paper is an exact copy of the foregoing
report of Noble Ellison, yet inasmuch as there are many facts
stated in the latter history, not given in the Ellison Compila-
tion, we feel that it should also be published as a part of the
history, not only of Mecca Temple, but of the organization of
the Order of the Mystic Shrine as well. We therefore quote
as follows:

True History oF MEecca TEMPLE
A.A O.N. M. S
Compiled from the archives of Mecca Temple and other sources
by
Louis N. DoNNaTIN
Past Potentate and Present Recorder of Mecca Temple
and
NosLE EpEs WINTHROP SARGENT
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Epiror’'s Note.—This history of Mecca Temple A.A. O. N. M. S,
is taken from the records of Mecca Temple, supplemented by
considerable material procured by Dr. Eilison during his
years of office, and it is largely to the industry of Dr. Ellison
that it is possible to offer this compilation. Not alone is
the Order indebted to him for the recovery of much material
supposed to be lost, but to him we actually owe the preserva-
tion of the records which permit an authentic record to be
written. These records for a long time lay in an obscure
corner of the old Scottish Rite Hall, and were yearly growing
more and more decrepit. Even belore he assumed the duties
of Recorder, Dr. Ellison was made Archivist ol the Hall
through an amiable willingness to humor hini'in his fad for
orderliness, and it was he who rescued these invaluable
papers from probable loss and who arranged and collated
them in such form that it is possible to trace the history of
Mecca Temple directly back to its foundation, through the
original papers rather than by means of copies and personal
recollections. Dr. Ellison has, up to the very moment of
publication, been active in his efforts to present all possible
facts to the Nobility and this history would not be complete
did it not make due recognition of his valuable services.

* * * * * * * * *

Although this is presented as the History of Mecca Temple,
it is, in its earlier part, the history of the loundation of the Order
in the Western Hemisphere, for Mecca is the Mother of all
Temples in the Americas, and the history of the founding of the
Order is confined to the history of Mecca Temple alone for the
early years 18701876,

The origin of many societies, particularly those of a secret
nature, is often of doubtiul authenticity unless written at the
time. As the years go by and the original founders pass on,
others seek to claim the credit for the work, and often succeed
in their endeavors. The history of Mecca Temple is taken from
the original minutes of the sessions of the Temple and meetings
of the Executive Committee; all of which are intact and in the
possession of Mecca Temple. It is not intended that this history
shall in any way supplant the previous histories of the Shrine,
but it is desired to offer this in such form that there shall be no
questions as to the facts. It is the intention of this history to
support the generally known facts with corroborative evidence,
that there may arise no question at some future day as to the
truth of this or that statement,

Already many questions of doubt have arisen. It has been
asserted, for example, that William J. Florence was not a Mason;
that he was never active in the Order but was merely induced to
lend his name to the new society that it might profit from his
vogue. Another man has claimed that the entire Order was
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fabricated by himself. It is as well Lo take cognizance of these
statements in order that they may be traversed.

The history of the Order, as set forth in the Statutes and
Regulations of the lmperial Council states that

“The Ritual of the Mystic Shrine was first brought to
light in this country and placed in the hands of some of the
most prominent Masons of the Thirty-second and Thirty-
third grades and Knights Templar in the city of New York.
Constitutioral authority {or its promulgation accompanying
the 'Ritual was confided to the charge of Walter M. Flem-
ing.”

(Edition of 1876, History, Page 6.)

The History of Mecca Temple prepared by Dr. Walter M.
Fleming, Orst Imperial Potentate; William 5. Paterson, first
Recorder of Mecca Temple and first Imperial Recorder, and
Charles T. McClenachan, and published in 1894, says, page 20:

z/..

“As fuily set forth in the preceding history, Ifl. William
J. Florence was initiated into the Ancient Arabic Order of
the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, and imparted a knowledge
of the ceremonies to Dr. Walter M. Fleming, of New York,
who was empowered to introduce and establish the Order
in America.”

The original of the history in Recorder Paterson’s own
handwriting is a part of the archives of Mecca Temple. In 1882
William J. Florence wrote a letter, intended for publication,
in which he gave in his own words his recollection of the matter.
It runs in part:

“In August, 1870, 1 was in the city of Marseilles, France,
and having occasion to call on Duncan, Sherman & Co,,
bankers, | was told by one of the gentlemanly clerks that
there was to be a ceremony of unusually attractive character
at a hall near the Grand Hotel de I’Univers, and knowing
me to be a Mason, invited me to be present, offering to be
my guide and voucher, Having been introduced to the
anteroom of the hall in which the Mystic Shrine was con-
cealed, 1 found a number of distinguished persons in an-
imated conversation on the subject of our visit. One of
these men was the British consul, another the Austrian
vice-consul, and there were dukes and counts, bankers and
merchants, scholars and artists, musicians and other pro-
fessionals. The Ilustiious Potentate of the evening was
the celebrated Yusef Churi Bey, and the Temple was called
Bokhara Shrine. Shayk Yusef had visited Bokhara, where
he was made a member of the Mystic Shrine in that famous
city of the Persians, and brought away a hastily written



26 HISTORY OF THE IMPERIAL COUNCIL

sketch of the Ritual and Laws of the Order. My duties
prevented a sufficiently long stay in Marseilles to witness a
second performance, and 1 therefore begged Yusef Bey to
aliow me to have a copy of the Ritual and Laws, which 1
received on the day I sailed for Algiers. In Algiers the
Shrine of the Mogribins was in full operation, meeting each
week on Friday evenings.”

The ortginal Ritual is in the handwriting of Dr. Fleming,
and bears this legend:

TuE First COMPLETE
RiTuaL g
OF THE
ANCIENT ARABIC ORDER
OF THE
NopLES oF THE MvysTIC SHRINE
WRITTEN FOR THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ORDER
In TnE WESTERN HEMISFHERE
BY
WaLTER M. FLEMmiNG, M.D.

William J. Florence was born in Albany, N. Y., probably
on July 26, 1831. This is the date given in Appleton’s En-
cyclopedia of American Biography and is the date appearing on
his tombstone in Greenwood Cemetery. The vital statistics of
the Albany Department of Health date back only to 1870 and
throw no light on the subject. He was raised in Mount Moriah
Lodge, 155, of Philadelphia, as shown by the records, and was
Exalted in Zerubbabel Chapter, 162, also of Philadelphia. The
Secretary of Mount Moriah Lodge states that he was elected
November 22, 1853.

He applied for the Chivalric degrees in Pittsburgh Com-
mandery, Nurnber 1, June 13, 1854. On the authority of the
Recorder of this Commandery he gave his age as twenty-three,
and his prerequisites as above. He was elected and received all
of the degrees the same day and was entered on the books as a
“sojourner.” A note against his record adds, “Not considered
a member,” though he was carried upon the books until his
death.

In those days the jurisdictional lines were not as rigidly drawn
as they are at present and it was no uncommon thing for actors
and others whose work kept them traveling to be given degrees,
though they might not be able to claim legal residence in that

town.
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Noble Wildig, historian of Aurora Grata Consistory, of
Brooklyn, N, Y., states that on Sunday, April 21, 1867, the
degrees of the Scottish Rite {rom the Fourth to the Thirty-
second, inclusive, were communicated to Brother William ],
Florence by Charles T. McClenachan, 33° and two others of the
same rank, and adds that this was done ‘‘because Brother
Florence was going abroad.” He was accredited a member of
Aurora Grata Consistory. This occurred at the old Metropolitan
Hotel. Noble Florence died in Philadelphia, November 19, 1891,
and was buried from St. Agnes Catholic Church, in East 43d
Street, New York City. He lies in lot 21472, Section 126, of
Greenwood Cemetery, Brooklyn. A stone marks his grave, one
face of which is engraved

WiLLiaM J. FLORENCE
AUTHOR, ACTOR, DRAMATIST,
Born ArLeany, N. Y., JuLy 26, 1831
Diep PaiLADELPHIA, Nov. 19, 1892
FOUNDER IN AMERICA OF THE ORDER
THE NOBLES OF THE MYSTIC SHRINE
F. & A, M.

For a long time we were unable to discover by whom the stone
was erected, but Noble C. A. Brockaway, Archivist of Kismet
Temple, supplies this data:

This monument was erected by Florence himself to mark
the grave of his mother. When he was buried in the Conlin
plot (Conlin being his name, of course), his name—or rather
the name by which he was always known, was carved on the
monument he himself had purchased.

It will be noted that the year of his death is incorrectly given,
for he died in 1891 and not in 1892, For years Noble Florence
was one of the best liked comedians on the American stage,
and was as popular off the stage as he was on it. It will be seen
from the record, as given above, that he was about to travel
abroad in 1867, and it may be that it was on this trip that he
really acquired the knowledge of some secret order which he
later communijcated to Dr. Fleming. By the nature of his
profession he was unable to give personal attention to the
founding and nurturing of a secret order, and for reasons that
will presently appear, it was but natural that he should have
delegated his authority to Dr. Fleming.

The minutes of the first session (Sept. 26, 1872), state that
*letters of advice and instruction were read from Bro. William
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J. Florence,”” and the minutes of the session of September 29,
1882, speak of the reception of Noble Florence in these words:

“Ill. William ]. Florence was announced and was intro-
duced to the assembly by Iil. J. F. Collins in an eloquent
speech that touched on all the noble qualities and high
deeds of one who merited the title of THE FATHER OF THE
OrpER. The Grand Potentate cordially welcomed the
Hlustricus Noble and tendered him the hospitalities of
Mecca Temple. Noble Florence accepted the welcome
in a briefl speech and said that when he assisted in intro-
ducing the Order in this country he never expected to behold
the magnificence of Ritual and ceremony which surrounded
him. After the ceremonies of the evening the Ilustrious
Noble expressed his unbounded delight at the beauty and
magnificence with which Mecca Temple had imbued the
weird Arabic ceremony, and that he had never witnessed
such an exemplification in all his travels.”

The Grand Potentate of this occasion was Noble Fleming,
his associate in the founding of the Crder.

In 1891, a few weeks before his death, writing under date of
September 9th, Noble Florence presented to Mecca Temple his
first Jewel in these words:

‘Will you please accept for Mecca Temple the enclosed
Jewel—it is the first ever worn by a Christian—and with it
take the earnest wish that our beautiful work will spread
from world to world, 'til we are all gathered to the Sacred
Shrine promised to the Faithful by our Father.’

This Jewel is still one of the prized possessions of Mecca
Temple, as are also the other Jewels presented to or worn by
Noble Florence, including the Templar charm he always wore,
which was engraved with the names of the bodies of which he
was a member as recited above, as well as the Jewel presented
him by Mecca Temple, which bears the inscription:

AMIR UL UmRrA
WiLLiaM J. FLORENCE
Avucgust, 1870
FroM MEecca TempPLE, Mystic SHRINE, N, Y,
DEec., 1884

These Jewels were presented after his death by his widow,
and his niece, Mrs. George H. B. Mitchell, daughter of Barney
Williams, as appears from the minutes of the Executive Com-
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mittee for June 30 and November 14, 1892, and the minutes of
the session of May 27, 1913,

And as the final testimony the minutes of the Session of
November 30, 1891, next following his death, read in part:

“I11. W. M. Fleming was introduced and gave an eloquent
and loving tribute {o the memory of Ill. William J. Florence,
who 1n 1869 received the Order in Europe and was the first
to introduce it into the United States, and with the speaker
and eleven other prominent Masons established the Order
on June 16, 1871, and afterward established Mecca Temple.”

Walter Millard Fleming was born in Maine in 1830, and
received his Symbolic Degrees in Rochester Lodge, No. 660, of
Rochester, N. Y. He was initiated December 14, 1868, passed
the following day, and raised January 11, 1869, He dimitted
November 28, 1870, and afhliated with New York Lodge, 330,
of New York City. He received the 32d degree in New York
Consistory, A. A. 5. R., May 31, 1871, and was crowned Hon.
33d degree. He was a member of lonic Chapter of New York
City and was Knighted in Columbian Commandery, No. 1,
March 19, 1872. He subsequently became Commander of
Columbian. He died September 9, 1913, and is buried in
Kensico Cemetery,

From 1865 to 1885 the old Varian homestead on the east
side of Sixth Avenue, just below Twenty-eighth Street, was
known as Knickerbocker Cottage, and was conducted as a
restaurant by William Fowler, Sr., Past Master of Metropolitan
Lodge. The building is now (in 1917) the uptown restaurant
of the firm of Mouquin and has been remade. At that time it
was a frame structure with high basement, covering two fronts.
The front room on the second floor above the street on the north
side of the building was given over to an informal club of Masons;
nominally Masonic Veterans, but the room was open to Masons
generally, Noble William Fowler, Jr., under date of March
7, 1914, writes:

“We had there the Masonic Club. The membership
consisted of those prominent in the Scottish Rite, and the
first duty of one joining the club was to send his picture
to be hung upon the walls. At this time Dr. Fleming was
in the height of his popularity and was supported by
Charley McClenachan, Henry Banks, George Millar,
Bill May, Gen. Roome, Dr. Northrup, and many others
of note. 1 distinctly remember upon a certain Sunday
afternoon my father coming down stairs and telling me that
they were hatching up in the club a new Order to be called
The Mystic Shrine.”
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Dr. Fleming then had his office in Twenty-eighth Street,
not far from Fifth Avenue. It was natural that he should make
the club his headquarters, though as yet he was but a member of
the Symbolic Lodge.

It was natural, too, that Florence, bringing the new degree
to his Masonic associates, should select Dr. Fleming as custodian
of the degree. He was popular and he was not handicapped by
any embarrassing affiltations in the upper Bodies. Here, clearly,
was just the man to give his time and enthusiasm to the new
Order, unhampered by any official connection with any of the
Bodies. He was personally popular with Masons generally,
he was able to give his time to the Order, and he was possessed
of skill as a ritualist, as so many physicians are,.

It appears that Albert L., Rawson, an Arabic scholar, was
called upon for aid in translating the Ritual and histories brought
over by Florence. His work appears to have been that of Arabic
expert and translator, and in no sense that of author and origi-
nator; indeed, it was not until the death of the Founders that he
ever claimed to be more, and he did not become a member of the
Order until the fourteenth session, some years later. During
Dr. Fleming’s long incumbency of the Imperial Potentateship
he appears to have availed himself of Rawson's services as
translator. Later we find Rawson making an effort to obtain
reinstatement as historian of the Order, He seems to have been
more keenly alive to the financial possibilities than to the
beauties of the Order, for in a Ritual prepared for the Imperial
Council he has marked a number of errors in spelling and form,
and offers to provide a correct copy “'if it appears worth while to
the Most Ill. Gr. Potentate to reciprocate what service [ might
render the Order.” In 1899 he approached the Imperial Council
with the suggestion that his translations be resumed and states
that "I translated their Ritual, history, secret work, instructions,
etc.,, for his (Fleming's) use.”” His proposition was turned
down and does not seem to have been renewed, but under date
of February 25, 1914, Past Imperial Potentate William B,
Melish wrote Recorder Ellison:

*Rawson at one time wanted some sort of pay for his part
in the start and called upon me at a hotel in New York City
on one occasion and gave me a very substantial account of
the starting of the Order by ‘Bill and Fleming,’ and claimed
that he (Rawson) wrote the Ritual and the story. Rawson
told this after Florence was dead, and when 1 after-
ward talked oi this to those of the original starters of Mecca
Temple and the original initiates into the Order at the
hands of Fleming, they claimed that Rawson was simply
working a little deal of graft,
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“It would appear that Rawson did act as interpreter and
transiator, but there is nothing to show that he had any real
part in the inception of the Shrine, for he did not become a
member of the Order until April, 1878.”

One would think that the foregoing “History of Mecca
Temple,”’ by Nobles Donnatin and Sargent, following as it did
the collation of facts as to the founding of The Ancient Arabic
Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, from the pen of
Noble Saram R. Ellison, and hereinbefore quoted in full, could
be relied on as absolutely correct in its statement of facts.

But the publication by Nobles Donnatin and Sargent was
fullowed shortly thereafter by the publication of a letter from
Noble Charles A. Brockaway, Potentate of Kismet Temple of
Brooklyn, N. Y., in which letter Noble Brockaway corrects
some of the matters in the Donnatin and Sargent publication.

The variance is not very material, but as we are endeavoring
to give all the available facts concerning the organization of
Mecca Temple and the founding of the Order of Nobles of the
Mystic Shrine, as well as correct data concerning the two men
who, more than any others, were responsible for it, and as
Noble Brockaway asserts that his facts are taken from the
records and can not be successfully controverted, we quote a
part of his letter as follows:

Dr. Walter M. Fleming received the Thirty-second degree
in the old Aurora Grata Consistory, May 31, 1871, and became
a member of the Consistory of New York City when that
Consistory came into being, February 26, 1880, by the con-
solidation of Aurora Grata Consistory and Cosmopolitan
Consistory.

Perbaps I can help you a little with some data from “other
original sources,” for some of the original sources are here in
Brooklyn.

Nine of the Thirteen Founders of the Mystic Shrine—that
is, of Mecca Temple—were. members of Aurora Grata Con-
sistory at that time. They were:

William J. Florence, George W. Millar,
Walter M. Fleming, William S. Paterson,
Charles T. McClenachan, John A. Moore,
Daniel Sickels James 5. Chappelle.

John W. Simons,
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The names of the remaining four, Edward Eddy, Albert P.
Moriarty, Oswald M. d’Aubigne, and Sherwood C. Campbell,
do not appear on the roster of Aurora Grata.

1 shall set down here some Masonic affiliations of Florence,
because the claim has been so often made that he was not a
Mason. Even so well-informed a Mason as the editor of The
Builder, published by the National Masonic Research Society,
declared last year that Florence was not a Mason.

In “One Hundred Years of Aurora Grata, 1808-1908,"
printed in 1908, I published the date on which Florence received
the Scottish Rite grades, and 1 believe that this was the first
publication of the time and place of his being made a Scottish
Rite Mason. Last year, 1916, [ wrote a letter of protest to the
editor of T'he Builder, which was published in the Novembher,
1916, issue, and gave there the first public statement, so far as [
am aware, of Florence’s Lodge, Chapter, and Commandery
affiliations.

Briefly, his Masonic record is:

(1) WiLLiaM J. FLorencE, Comedian, Age 22, was Initiated,
Crafted, and Raised in Mount Moriah Lodge, No. 155, Phila-
delphia, Pa., October 12, 1853. Admitted to membership,
November 22, 1853.

You say, "“The Secrctary of Mount Moriah Lodge states that
he was elected November 22, 1853."” 'This is a careless state-
ment in view of your desire to offer the data *‘in such form that
there shall be no question as to the facts.” It would be natural
for some future historian of the Shrine, taking his information
from your writing, to conclude from this statement that Florence
received the degrees on November 22, 1833, or subsequently.
As a matter of fact, he was Initiated, Passed or Crafted, and
Raised by Dispensation more than a month earlier, on October
12, 1853. He was admitted to membership in the Lodge on
November 22, 1853, .

(2) Wniam J. FrLorencr, was Marked, June 10, 1854;
Most Excellent, June 10, 1£54; ILxalted, June 12, 1854, in
Zernbbabel Chapter, No. 162, Pittsburgh, Pa. Sojourner;
that is, not afhliated.

Please note that Zerubbabel Chapter, No. 162, was, and is,
in Pittsburgh, and not “also of Philadelphia,” as you state.

(3) WiLLiam J. FLokrEeNncE, “Age 25, Actor, Lodge 155, Pa.,
Chapter 162, Pittsburgh,” petitioned Pittsburgh Commandery,
No. 1, on June 13, 1854. He received the Order of Red Cross,
the Temple, and Malta on the same date.

Entered on the records as a Sojourner. He never became a
member of Pittshurgh Commandery.
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(4) The following is from the minute-book of Aurora Grata
Lodge of Perfection:

“At a special communication of Aurora Grata Lodge of
Perfection held at their rooms, Halsey's Building, on
Tuesday evening, April 16, 67, Il Bro. C. T. McClenachan
33° proposed Bro. W. J. Florence, Age 40, Occupation, Actor;
Residence, Metropolitan Hotel, Refers to Ill. Bro, Mc-
Clenachan and 1ll. Chas. Brown, M.D., which was on
motion received and referred to Ill. Bros. Willets, Smith,
and McClenachan for investigation, who immediately
reported favorably and recommended his election. The
T. P. G, M. then ordered a ballot and Bro. Florence was
declared duly elected. Bro. F. being about to depart for
Furope, and wishing to receive the degrees of the A, & A.
Rite, permission was given IH. Bro. McClenachan to confer
the degrees upon him as soon as convenient and wherever his
judgment might dictate.

D. G. SmITH, G. 5. K. S, A,

“Acting upon above authority Bro. McClenachan con-
ferred upon Bro. W. J. Florence the degrees from 4th to
14th inclusive at Metropolitan Hotel on 21st April, '67,
in presence of and assisted by Ill. Bro. Wilson Small 33°,
A. T. C. Pierson 33° S. ], Ill. Gabriel McGowan 33° of the
5. I., Chas. Brown, M. ID,, 329, Thos. J. ILeigh 32°, and D. G.
Smith 32°, Secretary of Aurora Grata Lodge of Perfection.

D. G, Suite, G.5. K. 5. A"

In the Consistory minute-book the Secretary makes a
similar entry, stating there also that Florence received the
degrees from the Fourth to the Fourteenth, inclusive. The
Secretary is evidently in error in the Consistory record for every-
thing else indicated the conferring upon Florence of the degrees
up to the Thirty-second. For example, in the Consistory record
of April 30, 1867, there appears in the list of receipts for the
night, “W. J. Florence, $55.00 for degrees.”” By joint resolution
of October 30, 1866, it had been provided that “*“When a person
applies for the degrees of Perfection the application shali be
accompanied with a petition for the degrees in the Council,
Chapter, and Consistory, together with the fees for the same.”
The same joint resolution provided that, “the initiation fee of
$55.00 shall include all the degrees, payable to the Treasurer,
who shall apportion the amount among the several bodies.”

The Secretary had himself received the degrees by com-
munication but two months earlier, and had served as secretary
at only one communication preceding this Special. He may be
excused, therefore, this slight slip in the record.

3
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The fact of Florence’s being a Mason has been so persistently
questioned that I give these data in detail, and reproduce here-
with a photograph of the record in the minute-book of Aurora
Grata Lodge of Perfection.

The founders of the Shrine builded beyond their dreams,
for surely they could no more foresee the organization of nearly
a quarter of a million Good Fellows now gathered under the
Crescent, than could the little group of Good Fellows who met
over their cakes and ale in a L.ondon tavern on June 24, 1717,
foresee the great organization of Symbolic Freemasonry which
they founded on that day,

Cnas. A. BrROCKAWAY,

Potentate.



A FORMER “HISTORY” OF THE
ORDER

N a number of the Annual Addresses of Most Illustrious
Walter M. Fleming, First Grand Potentate of the Imperial
Grand Council of the Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles

»f the Mystic Shrinc for the United States of America, he made
mention of a History of the Order, and expressed his regret
that its publication was delayed because of a shortage of funds
in the Treasury of the Imperial Council.

In his Address to the Imperial Grand Council in 1883, the
Grand Polentate, in alluding to those upon whom duties of no
trivial nature had been imposed and ably performed, used the
following words:

“Illustrious Brother William $. Paterson, also, for his
untiring zeal in compiling and issuing the History, Statutes and
Regulations, and our Transactions, for which he is eminently
entitled to every praise.”

In the printed Proceedings of the same session we find the
following:

“History oF THE ORDER'

"The Grand Recorder has the pleasure of announcing that the
‘Origin and History’ of the Order bas been issued, and was
compiled and translated {rom original sources by Noble Albert
[.. Rawson. It presents to the Nobles of the Order much that
is unfamiliar to the Western Hemisphere, and places all within
the reach of authentic information respecting Oriental matters
that is almost unattainable.”

We find no further mention of this “History” in the printed
Proceedings of the Imperial Council, and have not been able to
procure a copy of the same as it was originally issued by Noble
William S. Paterson, the Imperial Recorder. But at some
time during the term of service of Noble Frank M. Luce as
Imperial Recorder, there was published over his signature what
was designated as the “Origin and History” of the Ancient
Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, and which

35
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was probably a republication of the former History, although
there is nothing in the Proceedings to show this fact. This is
a pamphlet of fourteen pages, and on the fly-leaf there is the
statement that it was issued under authority of the Imperial
Council of the Order. It is printed in part in what is said to
be the Arabic, with English translation. It was evidently
written with a view of preserving in tangible form the fictitious,
legendary origin of the Order which was used by the original
founders to make it attractive to those who reveled in mysticism.

We are not prepared to vouch for any of the statements
contained in this publication as matters of fact, except the
statement as to the date of the founding of the Imperia! Council
of the United States and the prerequisites for membership.
But inasmuch as the publication seems to have heen issued
under the authority of the Imperial Council, and as the Im-
perial Council has unquestionably recognized it as a publica-
tion under its authority, and for the purpose of preserving it for
the perusal and edification of future generations, we publish
the same entire, just as in its original form, and make it a part
of this History:

A A.O/N. M. 5.
ANCIENT AraBiC ORDER OF NOBLES OF THE MYSTIC SHRINE
OriciN AND HisToRY
In the Name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate!

TuE Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine was instituted
by the Mohammedan Kalif Alee (whose name be praised!),
the cousin-german and son-in-law of the Prophet Mohammed,
in the year ol the Hegira 25 (A. D. 656), at Mekkah, in Arabia,
as an Inquisition, or Vigilance Committee, to dispense justice
and execute punishment upon criminals who escape their just
deserts through the tardiness of the courlts, and also to promote
religious toleration among cultured men of all nations.

The original intention was to form a band of men of sterling
worth, who would, without fear or favor, upon a valid accusation,
try, judge, and execute, if need be, any criminal, within the hour,
having taken precaution as to secrecy and security. The
"“Nobles” perfected their organization, and did such prompt
and efficient work that they excited alarm, and even consterna-
tion, in the hearts of the evil doers in all countries. Their
ostenstble object is to increase the faith and fidelity of all true
believers in Allah (Whose Name is exalted!). The secret and real
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purpose can only be made known to those who have encircled
the Mystic Shrine, according to the instructions in ‘““The Book
of the Statutes and Regulations of the Imperial Council."”

I'ts membership in all countries includes Christians, Israelites,
Mooslim, and men in high positions of learning and of power.

The Nobles of the Mystic Shrine are sometimes mistaken
for certain orders of the Dervishes, such as those known as the
Hanafeeych, Rifaeeyeh, Sadireeyeh, and others, either howling,
whirling, dancing or barking; but this is an error. The only
connection the Order ever had with any sect of Dervishes was
with that called the Bektash (White Hats). This warlike sect
undertook to favor and protect the ““Nobles' in a time of great
peril, and have ever since been counted among its most honored
patrons.

The Bektasheeyeh's representative at Mekkah, as a Noble
of the Mystic Shrine, ts the chief officer of the Alee Temple of
Nobles in Arabia. The chief must reside either at Mekkah or at
Medinah, and in either case must be present in person or by
deputy in Mekkah during the month of pilgrimage.

The Egyptian order of Nobles has been independent of the
Arabian, except the yearly presence of the deputy in Mekkah.

All Mohammedans respect every one who will repeat the
formula of the creed, ““There is no Deity but Allah,” without
reference to what his private belief may be, for they have a
maxim, ‘'The interior belongs to God alone."

The Nobles of the Mystic Shrine are eminent for their broad
and catholic toleration. The Noble who holds to a belief in a
SupreME or Most HIGH is never questioned as to any definition
of that belief. The finite can not define the infinite, although it
may be conscious of its existence,

The character of the Order as it appears to the uninitiated
is that of a society in which there is hidden meanings in its
simplest symbols that take hold on the profoundest depths of
the heart. We may illustrate by an example: There are rays of
light about the Sphinx and Pyramid. LEach ray is numbered
and has its appropriate signification. In general, Light i1s the
symbol of intelligence. Through intelligence the world 1is
governed, and the spread of knowledge renders crimme and mean-
ness unprofitable, and, through the scheme of the Order, im-
possible for the criminal to escape a just punishment.

Among the traditions of the Order occurs this very significant
record: “In no single instance has the government in any
country ventured openly to oppose the silent, secret workings
of the ‘Nobles,’ although the secret agents of the government
are always present and exercise a careful surveillance in every
‘Mystic Temple.” "’

The leading spirits of the Order are found in every circle of
the higher classes, even including the functionaries of govern-
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ment, and exert an influence in proportion to their position,
dangerous to the vicious, beneficial to the virtuous.

The Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine in America does
not advocate Mohammedanism as a sect, but inculcates the
same respect to Deity here as in Arabia and elsewhere, and
hence the secret of its profound grasp on the intellect and
heart of all cultured people.

The Ritual now in use is a translation from the original
Arabic, found preserved in the archives of the Order at Aleppo,
Syria, whence 1t was brought, in 1860, to London, England, by
Rizk Allah Hassoun Effendee, who was the author of several
important works in Arabic. His ‘“History of Islam™ offended
the Turkish government because of its humanitarian principles,
and he was forced (o leave his native country. He was a ripe
scholar in Arabic poetry and the general literature of the age,
and his improvements in the diction of certain parts of the
Ritual of the Shrine Temple are of great beauty and value.

In making the present version the translator, Naoble Albert
L. Rawson, Arabic Translator of Mecca Temple, has had the
benefit of the work of Alnasafi, of Marracei, and of Hassoon.
The rendering is literal where the idiom permitted, except
where a local reference required the substitution of American or
Oriental names of cities.

The work has been perfected under the supervision of Dr.
Walter M. Fleming, 33°, and Past Eminent Commander of
Columbian Commandery, No. 1, Knights Templar, New York.

The Ritual is known in Arabia as '“The Pillar of Society,”
which is an honorary title given only to persons of very great
distinction in the service of truth, justice and mercy, and the
support of learning and culture, and was by courtesy attached
to this work as originally written by the renowned Alnasaft the
Hafiz, the Persian poet.

The salutation of distinction among the Faithful 1s, “Es
Selamu Aleikum ""—*Peace be with youl” to which is returned
the gracious wish, *“Aleikum es Selaam!”"—""With you be Peace!"”

The JeweL of the Order js a Crescent, formed of any sub-
stance. The most valued materials are the claws of the Royal
Bengal tiger, united at their bases in a gold setting which in-
cludes their tips, and bears on one side of the center the head of a
sphinx, and on the other a pyramid, urn and star; with the date
of the wearer's reception of the Qrder, and the Arabic motto,

Arabic, “Kuwat wa Ghadab.”
Latin, “Robur et Furor.”
English, “Strength and Fury.”

The crescent has been a favorite religious emblem in all
ages in the Orient, and also a political ensign in some countries,
such as in modern Turkey and Persia. The ancient Greeks used
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the crescent as an emblem of the universal Mother of all living
things, the Virgin Mother of all souls, who was known as Diana,
Artemis, Pheebe, Cynthia and other names, varying with the
character of her attributes in different localities. The chief seat
of the Diana cult and worship was at Ephesus, and the great
temple built in her honor at that city was the pride and glory
of the Greeks.

The secret knowledge symbolized by the crescent has always
had its devotees, in every age, in all civilized countries, and it is
yet the master-key to all wisdom. The Greek philosopher Plato,
when asked the source of his knowledge, referred to Pythagoras.
If we consult the writings of Pythagoras, we shall find that he
points to the far East, whence he derived his instruction. In
imitation of the humility of the wisest of mankind, we look to the
East for light, and find placed there the beautiful emblem of
new-born light, the CRESCENT.

This is yet only a symbol, and refers to a higher and purer
source, the great fountain of light, the Suwn, which is also an
emblem of the Great First Cause, of Light and Intelligence.
Thus do we lead the mind of the initiate step by step from the
sterile and shifting sand of the desert, which typifies ignorance
and darkness, into the halls of science, the chambers of culture,
until he stands in the presence of the emblem of Light and
Intelligence, in possession of the key that will open to the
diligent inquirer every truth in nature's wide domain.

For esoteric reasons we hang the horns of the Shrine Crescent
pointing downward, representing the setting moon of the old
faith at the moment of the rising sun of the new faith in the
brotherhood of all mankind—the essential unity of humanity as
of one blood, the children of one fatherhood. -

The constitutional authority for promulgating the principles
and practice of the Grder in America was confided to Dr. Walter
M. Fleming, 33°, and his associates, William J. Florence, 32°,
Edward Eddy, 33°, Daniel Sickels, 33°, Charles T. McClenachan,
33° John W. Simons, 33°, Albert P. Moriarty, 33°, Aaron L.
Northrop, 33°, Sherwood C. Campbell, 32°, Oswald Merle
d'Aubigne, 32° James S, Chappelle, 32°, John A. Moore, 32°,
Ceoarge W. Millar, 33° and William S. Paterson, 33°, A. L.
Rawson, 32° (Arabic Translator), all prominent Ancient Ac-
cepted Scottish Rite Masons and Knights Templar of New
York City, who instituted the first Temple of the Order in that
ci]ty under the title of “Mecca Temple, Nobles of the Mystic
Shrine.”

.. Walter M. Fleming, 33°, was chosen as its presiding
officer, who was called ‘“The Shayk, or the Ancient,” and also
the TNlustrious Potentate.

All of the original members having been removed by Asrael
1o “The Unseen Temple' in the heavens, the remaining asso-
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ciates refrained from any public action until December, 1875,
when Mecca Temple was opened in full form, and work begun
under the first Ritual, .

On June 6, 1876, “The Imperial Council of the United
States’' was formed, and its first officers elected for the term of
three vears.

The prerequisite for membership in Europe, Asia, Africa,
and America is the 32° A, A .. 5. Rite, or a Knight Templar,
in good standing.

Subordinate Temples have been chartered in every State of
the Union, by Dispensation or other constitutional manner,
under the authority of the Imperial Council.

The generous proposition to make the Order of Nobles an
organization for the exercise of charity, the improvement of
the mind, and an ally of the Fraternity of Freemasonry in the
United States, was primarily adopted by the Imperiai Council.



THE IMPERIAL COUNCIL OF THE
ANCIENT ARABIC ORDER OF
NOBLES OF THE MYSTIC
SHRINE FOR THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA

Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine {or the United
States of America was organized on June 6, 1876, in
the city of New York, New York.

Those present were Nobles Walter M. Fleming, Grand
Potentate of Mecca Temple, Charles T. McClenachan, George
W. Millar, James McGee, Willilam S. Paterson, William V,
Alexander, John E. Bendix, Edwin DulLaurens, Edward M. L.
Ehlers, Peter Forrester, William Fowler, William D. May,
Sydney P, Nichols, Aaron L. Northrup, James A. Reed, William
Wallace Walker, J. H. Hebart Ward, George F. Loder, Samuel
R. Carter, and George Scott, twenly in all, of which the first
seventeen were members of Mecca Temple of New York City;
George F. Loder and Samuel R. Carter were members of Da-
mascus Temple of Rochester, New York, and George Scott was
a member-at-large from Paterson, New Jersey, later accredited
to Mecca Temple.

The organization took place on the date of the Annual
Communication of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted
Masons of the State of New York, a time when it was thought
that many of the prominent Masons of the State would be
present and might hecome interested in the organization.

Noble Fleming, who had been at the head of Mecca Temple
from its inception, had long contemplated the organization of a
National body or Society of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, and
had fully discussed the matter with Noble Charles T. McClen-
achan and other Naobles of Mecca Temple. He did not, however,
decide to push matters until in May, 1876, when he called to-
gether 4 number of the Nobles of Mecca Temple, upon whom
he knew he could rely, and discussed and planned the details
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of the proposed organization, and the part that each was to
play therein,

It does not seem important to mention the details of the
preliminary organization, but it is sufficient to say that Noble
Fleming called the meeting to order and presided over its de-
liberations. The organization was effected by the election of
the following officers, all of whom were elected for a term of
three years:

Most Illustrious Walter M. Ileming, New York,
Grand Potentate.

Very Illustrious George F. Loder, Rochester, N. Y.,
Deputy Grand Potentate,

Ilustrious Philip F. Lenhart, Brooklyn, N. Y|,
Grand Chief Rabban.

Hiustrious William H. Whiting, Rochester, N. Y.,
High Priest and Prophet.

Illustrious Samuel R, Carter, Rochester, N. Y.,
Oriental Guide.

Illustrious Aaron L. Northrup, New York,
Grand Treasurer,

INustrious William S. Paterson, New York,
Grand Recorder.

Ilustrious Albert P. Moriarty, New York,
Grand Financial Secretary.

Illustrious John L. Stettinius, Cincinnati, Ohie,
Grand First Ceremonial Master.

Ilustrious Benson Sherwood, New York,
Grand Second Ceremonial Master.

llustrious Samuel Harper, Pittsburgh, Pa.,
Grand Marshal. -._-

IMustrious Frank Bascom, Montpelier, Vt.,
Grand Captain of the Guard.

[ilustrious George Scott, Patterson, N. |.,
Grand Outer Guard.

Of the foregoing officers-elect, Nobles Lenhart, Whiting,
Moriarty, Stettinius, Sherwood, Harper, and Bascom were not
present at the organization. The other officers-elect were in-
stalled into office by Noble Charles T. McClenachan, and The
Imperial Grand Council was proclaimed duly organized.

A resolution was adopted fixing New York as the Grand
Orient of The Imperial Grand Council. Nobles Charles T.
MecClenachan, Edward M. L. Ehlers, and J. H. Hobart Ward
were appointed a Committee to draft Statutes and Regulations
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for the government of The Imperial Grand Council, and to also
act as a Committee on Dispensations and Charters. It was
decided that a fee of Filty Dollars should be charged for a
Charter, and that each Temple should annually pay to The
Imperial Grand Council the sum of Ten Dollars in lieu of any
per capita tax. It was further provided that as a prerequisite
for admission to the Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, the
petitioner must be a Knight Templar in good standing under
the requirements of The Grand Encampment of Knights Tem-
plar for the United States of America, or a Mason of the Thirty-
second degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, in
like good standing.

A Charter was granted to Mecca Temple of the city of
New York, the same to bear date as of September 26, 1872, it
being the first Temple of the Order organized in the United
States, and having been organized on that date.

The sessions of The Imperial Council for the first few years
were necessarily brief, as there were but few Temples and a
small membership. Its proceedings were not printed annually
until 1882, but prior to that time the proceedings for the years
1876 to 1881, inclusive, were printed together in one pamphlet,
the combined proceedings occupying but ninety pages of the
pamphlet. The minutes of the First Session occupy five pages;
those of the Second Session, twenty-one pages; those of the
Third Session, two pages; those of the Fourth Session, fourteen
pages; those of the Fifth Session, held February 4, 1880, nine-
teen pages; those of the Sixth Session, held June 2, 1880, ten
pages, and those of the Seventh Session, fourteen pages.

Noble James McGee, of Mecca Temple, New York City, in
his compilation of “The Early History of The Ancient Order
of The Nobles of the Mystic Shrine in_North America,” has
given a very full synopsis of these proceedings, and as he states
that his work was done at the request of The Imperial Council,
and as this History is being written at the request of The Im-
perial Council, and as we have faith in the integrity of his review
of said proceedings, we fcel that we can not do better than to
publish as a part of this History what he has written concerning
the transactions or proceedings of The Imperial Council for the
years 1876 to 1881, inclusive, and we give him credit for what
follows as to those years.
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SESSION OF 1877

Proceedings 1877, February 6th, session held in Masonic
Temple, Albany, N. Y., Grand Potentate Walter M. Fleming,
Deputy Grand Potentate George F. Loder, Grand High Priest
William H. Whiting, and Grand Recorder William S. Paterson
were the only elective officers present. The vacancies were
filled by the following substitutes: Noble Charles H. Thomson,
Corning, N. Y.; Jesse B. Anthony, Troy, N. Y.; Otis Cole, New
York; Joseph M. Levey, New York; Theodore Hazelhurst, Troy,
N. Y.; Dayton Bull, Albany; Robert H. Waterman, Albany,
N. Y.; William H. Gladding, Albany, and Herman H. Russ,
Albany, N. Y.

Noble Fleming in his address made a brief report respecting
the origin and progress of the Order in this country. The
report of the Committee on Statutes and Regulations was
adopted. The Grand Imperial Council to consist of thirteen
officers, to be elected triennially by ballot, together with twenty
active members, all of whom were to be recipients of mileage
and per diem when in attendance. (The latter did not go into
effect until the Annual Session of 1888. Prior to this date
officers and representatives footed their individual expense ac-
counts.) Stated Sessions shall be held annually at such time
and place as may be decided at a previous Session. Elections
shall be held triennially (at the Session of 1892 the term of
office was changed from triennial to annual). The Statutes and
Regulations were thorough, covering twelve pages of the Pro-
ceedings, and related to Elections, Powers, Sessions, Com-
mittees, Decisions, Dispensations for Temples, Finance, Griev-
ance and Appeals, Jurisprudence and Laws, Fees and Revenue,
Ritual, Regalia, Emblems, Jewels, Costumes, Enthronement of
Subordinate Temples—how constituted, Members, Amend-
ments, etc.

SESSION OF 1878

Third Annual Session, Wednesday, February 6, 1878, at
Masonic Temple, New York City (Grand Orient), opened in
Ample Form, with due Invocation and Declaration, announced
as an informal Session. Six of the elective officers of the Grand
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Imperial Council absent; those present were Illustrious Nobles
Walter M. Fleming, Grand Potentate; Philip F. Lenhart, Grand
Chiefl Rabban; Edward M. L. Ehlers, Grand Assistant Rabban;
Aaron I.. Northrup, Grand Treasurer; William S. Paterson,
Grand Recorder; Albert P. Moriarty, Grand Financial Sec-
retary; Benson Sherwood, Grand Second Ceremonial Master,
and George Scott, Grand Outer Guard. The vacant stations
were filled by Illustrious Nobles Charles T. McClenachan, as
Grand Deputy Potentate; George W. Millar, as Grand High
Priest and Prophet; Willlam D. May, Grand Oriental Guide;
Edwin DuLaurens, as Grand First Ceremonial Master; Peter
Forrester, as Grand Marshal, and William Fowler, as Grand
Captain of the Guard.

The Illustrious Grand Potentate stated that he had notified
the officers and active members in due time that it would he
unnecessary to call them together for a regular session, as there
was comparatively little to be done, and did not warrant the
individual expense of those at a distance who should feel com-
pelled to assemble at Albany, N. Y., and he therefore gave
notice that an informal Session would be held in New York
City, where a large number of the officers and members reside,
at which a general statement of the previous year would be
given,

Charter granted to Oriental Temple, Troy, N. Y., and Dis-
pensations to Mohammed Temple, New Haven, Conn.; Pyramid
Temple, Bridgeport, Conn.; Syrian Temple, Cincinnati; Syria
Temple, Pittsburgh, Pa., and Ziyara Temple, Utica, N. Y.

SESSION OF 1879

Fourth Session, February 5, 1879, Masonic Temple,
Albany, N, Y., [lustrious Noble Walter M. Fleming, Grand
Potentate; George F. Loder, Deputy Grand Potentate; Edward
M. L. Ehlers, Grand Assistant Rabban; William S. Paterson,
Grand Recorder, and Albert P. Moriarty, Grand Financial
Secretary, were the only elected officers present. The vacant
stations were occupied by the following Ilustrious Nobles:
Townsend Fondey, Albany, N. Y., as Grand Chief Rabban;
Sam Briggs, Cleveland, Ohio, as Grand High Priest and Prophet;
John S. Dickerman, Albany, N. Y., as Grand Oriental Guide;
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Joseph M. Levey, New York, as Grand Treasurer; Charles H.
Thomson, Corning, N. Y., as Grand First Ceremonial Master;
John D. Williams, Elmira, N. Y., Grand Second Ceremonial
Master; Robert H. Waterman, Albany, N. Y., as Grand Mar-
shal; Jesse B. Anthony, Troy, N. Y., as Grand Captain of the
Guard; Frazier W. Hurlburt, Utica, N. Y., as Grand Outer
Guard.

The Imperial Potentate in his address referred to the post-
ponement of the session of 1878, there being but little business
to transact, the fund of The Grand Couacil being at a low ebb,
and that there exists no prospect of accomplishing or fulfilling
the constitutional clause in regard to mileage and per diem, the
exchequer being still in a state of impoverishment., He said:

*Little has evidently been achieved either in the financial
status or the perfection of the work. Still, however embar-
rassed as it may now appear, we should not despair, as it is
the universal and inevitable result of the calamitous apathy
in all branches of business, even where men devote almost
their entire ttme to promote its prosperity and success.
We should at least feel thankful that we still exist, and not
without prospect of a speedy success and a growing popu-
larity—and we even now have every reason to believe that
the success and advancement of the Order of The Shrine
will be numbered among the first to make rapid strides
toward perfect position, and these stand second to none in
the country,

“There have been several applications for Dispensations
which were not granted, in consequence of non-compliance
with some one or more requirements of the Statutes and
Regulations. Therefore negotiations were closed until such
time as The Imperial Grand Council should hold its An-
nual Session and dispose of the applications under con-
stitutional authority—many Temples whose Jurisdictions
lie far distant from our Grand East or Oriental Center have
been created by ‘Letters Patent,’ that being the only means
whereby our distant Brethren could consistently obtain
authority for inaugurating their work. This process has
necessarily subjected your presiding Officer to the issuing
of an endless succession of communications, of instructions,
direction, and advice in order to satisfy all demands and
answer all inquiries.

“Rituel—In the primary stage of our adoption of the
Ritual much care was necessary to apply it acceptably to
modern and particularly American institutions and their re-
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quirements. This was agreeably accomplished, but after more
mature experience in the work we find still many improve-
ments suggest themselves and readily conceive the feasi-
bility of rendering the esoteric work far more consistent
and thereby more impressible to the Anglo-Saxon mind.
Such alterations as are deemed advisable have already heen
marked out by your Commuttee on Ritual. I would also
suggest the propriety and expediency of issuing a revised
copy of the History of the Order for the advancement of
the interests of the Institution,

“Financial—I will state for the information of the
Council that the moneys due the Grand Body from Sub-
ordinate Temples and Diploma fees for their membership
would nearly if not quite place us beyond the crnbarrass-
ment of indebtedness. The time, toil, and expenditure
that have been entailed upon a certain few in the effort to
advance the interest of the Order would fill a volume to
recapitulate, and can only be realized by a careful investiga-
tion of the past three or more years. The issue of our printed
Transactions, etc., it was deemed advisable to omit for the
time being until our condition was such as to warrant us
in incurring the necessary expense for the same. In the
event of issuing a new and correct Ritual some provision
should be made by the Grand Body whereby the desired
object may be accomplished without subjecting any in-
dividual representative to personal obligation for the same.
The same would appropriately apply in the event of the
publication of a new History, which should be done under
the sanction of constitutional authority, and not incur
individual indebtedness.

“Place of Meeting.~-Advisable at least for the near
future to hold our sessions in June and in the city of New
York, during week of Grand Lodge Communications.
The principal object in meeting here was to favor the
presence of such members as would undoubtedly be present
to attend one or both of the Masonic Representative Bodies
annually convening at this time and place. Personally
I am decidedly in faver of such a provision, not, however,
{rom personal motives, but I have no doubt such a course
would insure ns a larger attendance on account of the ever
unfailing large representation of Brethren in the city of
New York at that time. Besides it would prove much more
acceptable to a large number of our representatives, who,
if they attend at ali, are compelled to travel great dis-
tances, and would no doubt far prefer the spring and New
York, to mid-winter in Albany. Independent of all this,
the Masonic representation in New York in June would
certainly insure a larger attendance than any other time or
place which could be selected."
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Illustrious Nobles Philip F. Lenhart, John L. Stettinius,
Benson Sherwood, Frank H. Bascom, and George Scott, ex-
pressed regret at their inability to perform their duties as officers,
and tendered their resignations as active members. Their
vacancies were filled by the election of Nobles Edward M. L.
Ehlers, New York, as Grand Chief Rabban; Sam Briggs, Cleve-
land, Ohio, as Grand Assistant Rabban; Brenton D. Babcock,
Cleveland, Ohio, as Grand First Ceremonial Master: William
Fowler, New York, as Grand Second Ceremonial Master;
Frazier W. Hurlburt, Utica, N. Y., as Grand Captain of the
Guard; Frank W, Angel, Davenport, Iowa, Grand Outer Guard.

Total membership of the Order, December 31, 1878:

Al Koran Temple, Cleveland Qhio. . ...... ... .. 35
Cyprus Temple, Albany, N, Y... .... ... .36
Damascus Temple, Rochester, N. ¥... .. ....... 154
Mecca Temple, New York City. ... ...... ... ... 69
Medinah Temple, Atchison, Kansas............. 10
Mohammed Temple, New Haven, Conn... .. .. .. 10
Mount Sinai Temple, Montpeller, Veo.o... .o 13
Oriental Temple, Troy, N, Y .. e 12
Pyramid Temple, Bridgeport, Conn............. 12
Kaaba Temple, Davenport, lowa.,............ . 16
Syria Temple, Pittshurgh, Pa. ... .. .. .. ... . . 37
Syrian Temple, Cincinnati, Ohio.. ...... ... ... 9
Ziyara Temple, Utica, N.Y... ... ... ........ 12

Total... ..... .. e 425

Fourth Session was closed in Ample Form with due Invoca-
tion and Declaration,

SESSION OF 1880

Fifth Session, February 4, 1880, Masonic Temple, Albany,
New York, IHustrious Nobles Walter M. Fleming, George F.
Loder, Edward M. L. Ehlers, William S. Paterson, Albert P.
Moriarty, William Fowler, and Frazier W. Hurlburt, elective
officers, present. The vacant stations were filled by the follow-
ing Nobles: Charles M. Torrey, New York, as Grand Assistant
Rabban; Townsend Fondey, Albany, as Grand High Priest and
Prophet; John S. Dickerman, Albany, N. Y., as Grand Oriental
Guide; Edward B. Cox, as Grand Treasurer; Joseph B. Eakins,
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New York, as Grand First Ceremonial Master; William E.
Fitch, Albany, N. Y., as Grand Marshal; joseph F. Waring,
New York, as Grand Quter Guard.

In his address the Grand Imperial Potentate said:

“Although many of the subordinate Temples still re-
main inactive, and confer the three sections of our Order
by communication, I am gratified to state that some far
more energetic and active than their sister Temples are
fully and completely equipped with costumes, regalia,
paraphernalia, and all the requisite mechanism for the full
exemplification of the Ceremonies in all its detail and are
conferring the Order in commendable and impressive form,
which, with the appropriate music, impress all who have
witnessed 1t most favorably, and the liveliest interest is
manifested, and the roll of applications for membership
comprises a list of such magnitude as to palpably attest the
favor with which it is recetved.

“The attendance is invariably very large, the work
finely rendered, and the manifest appreciation of the
same is evident from the rapidly increasing membership
and the unlimited praise for all who enter our portals.
And if the subordinate Temples which are now in compara-
tive apathy would but proceed to equip and exemplify the
Order as provided in our Ritual, a prompt and speedy
interest and enthusiasm would occur, unsurpassed by the
rendition of this work in any Order extant. And the day
is not far distant when the name of The Shrine will be
hailed with favor and commendation the length and breadth
of the land.

“]1 desire here to call the attention of this Imperial
Grand Council to the fact that there are several sub-
ordinate Temples that have made no return to this Grand
Body since receiving their Charters, and some are still
delinquent of even their Charter fees, and many who have
few or no diplomas for their individual membership, and
as the revenue of this Imperial Grand Council is largely
dependent upon their special requirement, 1 would re-
spectfully suggest that some decided action be taken at
this Session to promote the realization of such receipts.
Also action in regard to special deputies, who are con-
ferring the Order under the constitutional authority at the
minimum fee (as far as heard from) and who make no
return to this Grand Body.

“Without such action we must necessarily continue
greatly embarrassed, our Statutes and Regulations dis-
4
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regarded and set at nought, and our well-being dangerously
jeopardized.

“It is from these delinquencies that we are still de-
prived of the financial ability to publish a report of our
sessions and transactions, to grant mileage and per diem
to our representatives, and to acquit ourselves of numerous
other obligations standing against us and constantly ac-
cruing to our debit page, thus obstructing our progress
and good name.

“Although our work is improving and our prospect of
achieving great success increasing, still no institution
can continue to exist and advance in power and stability
without the necessary funds to liquidate their obligations
and thereby give palpable evidence of its soundness and
self-sustaining advantages.

“An earnest desire is manifested in many locations to
organize subordinate Temples. Yet, during the past year
but little has been accomplished in the way of issuing
either Dispensations or Charters,

“I have personally assumed the duties of answering all
inquirtes and transmitted to the apparently interested
copies of the History and Statutes and Regulations. And
I have found it no trivial task to comply with all the de-
mands made upon my time and the individual assumption
of the many obligations incurred in behalf of the institution,
and with the exception of the personal aid of two or three
of our members accessible to the city of New York who have
kindty assisted me as far as was possible for them to do.
The duties, mental and pecuniary, have devolved almost
entirely upon your humble servant.

“Still T have not wearied nor yielded to discouragement;
but to the full measure of my ability I have endeavored
to surmount all obstacles and striven for the success, pros-
perity, and advancement of our new Order. [ only ask
in return the aid and support of my constituents in any
capacity which I may assume in the deliberations of the
Council. T have no personal ambitions beyond a sincere
interest in the welfare of the Order, to which I have de-
voted so much time and toil, and regret to say not always
encouraged by a like interest on the part of others.

“{ should bave heen exceedingly gratified, too, at
any time, and always have received either suggestions
or advice from any one or more of our official corps that
would lend encouragement to the effort and faver of our
cause, Still I have been the recipient of a few at wide-
spread intervals.

“I am not disposed to complain, for I voluntarily
espoused the cause from its incubation in America, and
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assumed the duties and responsibilities from the first;
in compiling the Ritual and publishing the same, formu-
lating the History, and issuing it; perfecting the Dis-
pensations, Charters, and Diplomas, and, in short, striving
to overcome all demands and requirements, and not in-
frequently rebuked for delays in adjusting too tardy dues.

“I make mention of these facts that the Body may
realize the responsibility and make an earnest effort to
meet peremptory requirements and relieve a harassed
disciple.

“No Dispensations have been issued since our last
Session, February 5, 1879, although several applications
and negotiations have heen received, and all the pre-
liminary arrangements made, but the financial requirements
not being forthcoming, the authority was not granted.

“In two instances Temples already Chartered have
failed to liquidate the required fee, and although fre-
quently applied to, no satisfactory answer explaining the
reasons for the delay can be obtained. Which subject-
matter | respectfully refer to the Grand Body as a whole
or through the properly authorized Committee, as 1 am
undoubtedly responsible for the issue of the authority,
having assumed the liability to favor others and advance
the interests of the Order. I therefore desire to have the
matter set straight that I may divest myself of the re-
sponsibility, and have a satisfactory adjustment of these
delinquencies to all concerned.

"I have recently received a long and emphatic com-
munication from one of our most active officers and repre-
sentatives concerning these facts and demanding some
prompt and decisive action in regard to the same.

“Some Deputies have secured authority under the
highest recommendations and endorsements at great dis-
tances from our Grand Orient; their Diplomas and authority
transmitted per mail or express, since which issue no re-
port has been received from them.”

The Mystic Shrine membership created during the year,
as recorded in the Proceedings of 1879, was but “‘thirteen.”
(Note again the cropping out of the mystical number that was
always seized upon by Mecca’s first Recorder, Paterson, with
avidity and who would, with almost lightning-like rapidity,
give you all of its various additions, subtractions, and mul-
tiples, etc.) The thirteen Nobles thus mentioned made a then
total membership of 438, which is so recorded in the Proceed-
ings of 1880.
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At the Triennial Session, February 4, 1880, at the Masonic
Temple in the city of Albany, New York, the following Nobles
were elected to their respective offices:

Most Illustrious Walter M. Fleming, New York, Grand Potentate.

Very Illustrious George F. Loder, Rochester, N. Y., Deputy
Grand Potentate.

INustricus Edward M. L. Ehlers, N. Y., Grand Chtef Rabban.

Illustrious Sam Briggs, Cleveland, Ohio, Grand Assistant
Rabban.

IMustricus William H. Whiting, Rochester, N. Y., Grand High
Priest and Prophet.

Illu&tri_cc)lus Frazier W. Hurlburt, Utica, N. Y., Grand Qriental

uide.

Illustrious Aaron L. Northrup, New York, Grand Treasurer.

INustrious William S. Paterson, New York, Grand Recorder.

Illustrious Albert P. Moriarty, New York, Grand Financial
Secretary.

Illustrious Brenton D. Babcock, Cleveland, Ohio, Grand First
Ceremonial Master.

Hlustrious William Fowler, New York, Grand Second Ceremonial
Master,

Mustricus Edward B. Cox, Troy, N. Y., Grand Marshal.

Illustrious John S. Dickerman, Albany, N. Y., Grand Captain
of the Guard. -

INlustrious Charles W, Torrey, New York, Grand Outer Guard.

SESSION OF 1880

Sixth Sesston, June 2, 1880, at Temple Hall, 117 West
Twenty-third Street, New York (Mecca Temple headquarters).
Present: Illustrious Nobles Walter M. Fleming, Tlustrious
Grand Potentate; Charles W. Torrey, New York, as Deputy
Grand Potentate; Edward M. L. Ehlers, New York, Grand
Chief Rabban; Osias W. Shipman, as Grand Assistant Rabban;
William H. Whiting, Rochester, N. Y., Grand High Priest and
Prophet; Frazter W. Hurlburt, Utica, N. Y., Grand Oriental
Guide; Aaron L. Northrup, New York, Grand Treasurer;
William S. Paterson, New York, Grand Recorder: Albert
Moriarty, New York, Grand Financial Secretary; D. Burnham
Tracy, Detroit, Mich., Grand First Ceremonial Master; George
Scott, Paterson, New Jersey, as Second Ceremonial Master;
Edward B. Cox, Grand Marshal; Joseph B. Eakins, New York,
as Grand Captain of the Guard; Benson Sherwood, New York,
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as Grand Quter Guard, and Stephen W. Swift, New York, as
Grand Assistant Quter Guard.

But one new llispensation was granted since the Session of
February §, 1880. This was issued to a constitutional number
of Brethren in Detroit, Michigan, under the name of "“"Moslem
Temple.” The characier of the Nobles under whose auspices
Maoslem Temple of Detroit emanates 1s sufficient guarantec of
their undoubted success in the immediate future,

The Imperial Grand Potentate reported that on March 24,
1880, he had invested Brother and Noble Thomas Shryock, 33°,
of Baltimore, Maryland, with constitutional authority to rep-
resent our Order in that State and constituted him as Deputy
of the State of Maryland. e said:

“We have every reason to be greatly encouraged in
the knowledge that our Order is gradually becoming more
and more popular and the membership increasing. Our
Ritual has been carcfully and studicusly revised and
corrected; and the endorsement of The Imperial Council
received, Also empowering the Ritualistic Committee
with the authority to print the same.

‘“We are aware that our exchequer is not in a whole-
some or plethoric condition. But little revenue has been
derived of late, but still the outcry continues, It has
been necessary for some one to advance certain funds to
mect the expenses of printing; also diplomas and sundry
other accounts. This honor bas devolved on me (being
so enabled by Noble George W. Millar), and 1 have, as
far as possible, liquidated accruing accounts from same.

“Under the head of unfinished business [ briefly state
for the information of the Council that our transactions
or Proceedings have not been published, our per diem
and mileage paid, our Statutes and Regulations not newly
issued as provided, and our corrected, revised Ritual is in
statt quo. The reasons are palpable. Simply because we
have not the necessary funds in the treasury to do sg.”’

Maoslem Temple, Detroit, Michigan, was granted a Charter.

The lllustrious Grand Potentate announced that at eight
o'clock this evening {(Wednesday, June 6, 1880), Mecca Temple,
of New York City, would exemplify the Ceremonies of the
Order in full form at their rooms, and invited The Imperial
Grand Council and visitors to be present. The invitation was
cordially accepted, and at the appointed time over two hundred
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Nobles were assembled in the hall and witnessed the full Cer-
emonies with interest and pleasure, followed by an excellent
banquet.

With Invocation and Declaration the Imperial Grand
Council of 1880 was closed.

SESSION OF 1881

Seventh Session was held at Temple Hall, 117 West
Twenty-third Street, New York City, Thursday, June 9, 1881, 2
P. M. In thecall for the Annual Session was the announcement
that Mecca Temple, of New York, had kindly volunteered to
exemplify the Order in full form with costumes and parapher-
nalia on the same evening at eight o'clock, followed by the tra-
ditional banquet, The Imperial Grand Council was fraternally
invited to be present, thus affording representatives and mem-
bers from abroad a rare opportunity of witnessing the rendi-
tion of the Order in all its elaborate details and equipment.

The following officers and substitutes were present: Illus-
trious Nobles Walter M. Fleming, New York, Grand Potentate;
George F. Loder, Rochester, N. Y., Deputy Grand Potentate;
Edward M. L. Ehlers, New York, Grand Chief Rabban; Charles
T. McClenachan, New York, as Grand Assistant Rabban;
Charles H. Heyzer, New York, as Grand High Priest and
Prophet; Joseph B. Eakins, New York, as Oriental Guide;
Joseph M. Levey, New York, as Grand Treasurer; William S.
Paterson, Grand Recorder; Albert P. Moriarty, New York,
Grand Financial Secretary; George Scott, Paterson, N. ]J.,
Grand First Ceremonial Master; William Fowler, New York,
Grand Second Ceremonial Master; Julius M. Knowlton, Bridge-
port, Conn., Grand Marshal; Charles W. Torrey, New York,
Grand Captain of the Guard; John S. Dickerman, Albany,
N. Y., Grand Outer Guard, and Stephen W. Swift, New York,
Grand Assistant Quter Guard.

From the Grand Potentate’s annual address we quote:

“Although much has been achieved in cert