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FOREWORD

For we can do nothing against the truth, but for the
truth,
II Corinthians xiii, 8.

Science is exact knowledge of the facts of nature,
classified and systematized.

Truth is the established relation which the facts of
nature sustain to each other and to the Individual Intel-
ligence or Soul of Man.

Philosophy is the conclusions which men, in their
search for a knowledge of truth, have drawn from the
facts of Science.

Religion is the application of the facts of Science and
the Conclusions of Philosophy to individual life and
conduct.

The Great Work, page 18s.

When pure rules of conduct are observed, then there
1s true religion.
Imitation of Buddha, page 48.

Believe after observation and analysis, when it agrees
with reason and is conducive to the gain and good of
one and all, then accept it and live up to it.

Buddha.

The knowledge of the parents ought to be the inher-
itance of the children.
Tartar Proverb.
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Symbblic Teaching, or
Masonry and Its Message

THE MESSAGE OF ANCIENT MASONRY!

ASONRY, through' its symbolism, can be
traced far back into the ages, but historically

the links are too broken to be of much value
to the seeker after the real meaning and mission of the
Grand Order.

One who assumes that all real knowledge is of recent
discovery or that the ancients have little to contribute
to twentieth-century instruction, will not care to
seriously study Masonry, unless he can be shown some
facts that will change his attitude of mind from skep-
ticism or honest doubt to one of open-mindedness. In
the study of Masonry one should tentatively accept
those things that seem both reasonable and true, until
he is able to demonstrate them to be otherwise.

To broaden one’s view it is wise to note some of the
" achievements of ancient civilizations and ancient
thought, to gain confidence in any message they might
have to transmit to us.

ANCIENT CIVILIZATION.

In the notable position attained by ancient civilization
we shall find nothing more striking than The Labyrinth.
The French and German Egyptologists agree with the
description of Herodotus as to the “ Labyrinth, a sub-

1The New Age, November, 1900,
1



2 SYMBOLIC TEACHING

terranean series of halls and passages with the most ex-
traordinary windings, consisting of 3,000 chambers, half
below and half above the ground. He regarded it as
more marvelous than the Pyramids, and as eyewitness
he examined both. The handiwork excelled all other
human productions, and the colonnades and roofs were
exquisitely carved all over with figures.”

If such was the Labyrinth, when viewed by Herodo-
tus, what in such a case was ancient Thebes, a city de-
stroyed far earlier than the period of Psammeticus,
who reigned 530 years after the destruction of Troy.
And Troy was once proclaimed a myth, until Schlie-
man proved its real existence; and underneath Babylon
of old has been found another ancient city, to con-
found and confute our boasted attitude of mind re-
garding the antiquity of man and his wonderful civiliza-
tions.

Something different, but no less marvelous, challenges
the admiration in the ruins of

KARNAK,

which, as the solitary representative of ancient Thebes,
fit emblem of a once majestic empire, stands neglected
as if forgotten by the onward flight of time. It elo-
quently testifies to the art and skill of the ancients as
the outward symbols of knowledge and power. He
must indeed be devoid of spiritual perception who fails
to feel the intellectual grandeur of the race that planned
and built it.

Champollion, who passed almost his entire life in the
exploration of archzological remains, gives this descrip-
tion: “The ground covered by the mass of remaining
buildings is square; each side measures 1,800 feet; one
is astounded by the grandeur of the sublime remains,
the prodigality and magnificence of the workmanship
to be seen everywhere. No people of ancient or mod-
ern times have conceived the art of architecture upon
a scale so sublime, so grand, as it existed among the
ancient Egyptians; and the imagination, which in Europe
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soars far above our porticos, arrests itself and falls
powerless at the hundred and forty hypostyle of
Karnak. In one of its halls the Cathedral of Notre
Dame might stand and not touch the ceiling; but be
considered as a small ornament in the center of the
hall.” It must be remembered that when Thebes flour-
ished the whole valley of the Nile from the cataracts
to the sea was covered with temples, palaces, obelisks,
pyramids and tombs, all on the same scale of magnifi-
cence,

Transfer your imagination now to Siam and Cam-
?l?adia, and there are found no more imposing ruins

n

NAGON-WAT,

the wonder and the puzzle of European archzologists
who venture into Siam and Cambodia.

When we say ruins, the expression is hardly correct,
for nowhere are there found buildings of such tremen-
dous antiquity in a better state of preservation than
Nagoln-Wat and the ruins of Angkorthom, the great
temple.

Vincent in “ The Land of the White Elephant ” says:
“ We who live in the nineteenth century are accustomed
to boast of the perfection and preéminence of our mod-
ern civilization; of the grandeur of our attainments in
science, art and literature, as compared with those we
call ancient.

“ But still we are compelled to admit that they have
far excelled our endeavors in many things; notably in
the fine arts. We have just been looking upon a most
wonderful example of architecture and sculpture. In
style, beauty of architecture, solidity of construction
and magnificent and elaborate carving the great Nagon-
Wat has no superior. It certainly has no rival standing
to-day.”

This will be enough to remind us that the ancients
can still teach us something in sculpture and architec-
ture. If in this material or outward sense “they built
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like Titans and ornamented like jewelers” may it not
serve as an index to work done upon the intellectual
planes as well? Would it be strange if among these
ancient people, whose work astonishes the world of to-
day, there were some who devoted much time to the
study of the deeper things of life? And would it be
any more strange, if among these, some discoveries were
made that might still challenge our admiration and de-
mand our serious contemplation? Let us see.

ANCIENT AND MODERN THOUGHT.

In the opinion of many there has been but one age of

real knowledge on earth, and that the present one.
the misty dawn of history stand the scarcely discern-
ible outlines of the philosophers of old. They were, it
is said, hopelessly groping for the meaning of their own
sayings.
Too many of the present age feel that the noon of
bright knowl has just arrived, and according to
present views the learning of the philosophers of old
has ever been useless to the world. While some grant
that Pythagoras, Plato and a few others left not a few
ancient landmarks over mines of precious thought, still
the actual excavations and the smelting of the ores are
all due to modern science.

Modern science and modern thought have indeed
pushed back the veil of matter until now we again stand
upon the border line between two worlds. Wireless
telegraphy, so uncanny and mysterious a few years aﬁo,
is to-day no more unusual or marvelous than the tele-
phone or telegraph.

But are we ready and willing to understand the an-
cient thought as its message warrants, and what was
that message?

CLEWS TO THE MESSAGE.

We may see clews to the message in the teachings of
“our ancient friend and brother Pythagoras, who trav-

- s
PN



MASONRY AND ITS MESSAGE 5

eled in Egypt, Asia and Africa, and who was initiated
into the various orders of priesthood and raised to the
sublime degree of Master Mason.” These teachings
are full of interest in relation to the subject matter we
have under view. Born 586 B.c., he taught the car-
dinal principles of Freemasonry, viz.: ¢ Deity; the
Immortality of the Soul, and the Brotherhood of Man.”

In Thomas Taylor’s translation of “ Iamblichus’ Life
of Pythagoras” we learn that the Pythagoreans ac-
cepted the candidate only after due trial.

First, the candidate “ must be able to refrain from
speaking; . . . to conceal in silence and preserve that
which he had learnt and heard.” In the next place,
they observed “ whether he was modest.” He “must
not be astonished by the energy of any immodest pas-
sion or desires,” or in other words, he must “learn to
subdue his passions.”

Pythagoras taught by symbols in order to conceal di-
vine mysteries from the uninitiated; and he purposely
taught his disciples to obscure their writings and con-
ferences. Justice, temperance, courage and other vir-
tues entered prominently into the ethical teachings of
Pythagoras, as a basis for the higher knowledge of the
powers of the soul. Which secret knowledge the can-
didate must “seek of his own free will and accord.”

In this connection read Thomas Taylor’s translation
of “Iamblichus on.the Mysteries.”

The teachings of Pythagoras are oriental through
and through, for this great philosopher ever pointed to
the Far East (from whence the Wise Men came) as the
source of his “secret information.”

So too, Colebrooke, in a volume of * Asiatic Trans-
actions,” quotes Plato’s Epistles that he had taken his
teachings from ‘“ancient and secret doctrines.” '

Alexander Wilder says: *“ Pantaenetus, Athenagoras
and Clement were thoroughly instructed in the Platonic
philosophy, and comprehended its essential unity with
the oriental system.”

Clement, one of the Church Fathers, said: * The
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mysteries of the Faith are not to be divulged to all. It
is requisite to hide in a mystery the wisdom spoken.”

Pythagoras preceded Plato; and the Neo-Platonists
were active in the early Christian age. The Gnostics
and Essenes also preceded Christianity and were secret
orders.

In the first three centuries after Christ, the Christians
became such, after an initiation through three degrees.
Their meetings were secret and their knowledge pre-
served inviolate. Were it not for this fact more would
l&ave been generally known of the Christ, the central

gure.

AMMONIUS SACCUS.

_ Between the second and third centuries of our era
Ammonius Saccus was born of poor but Christian par-
ents. He was endowed with such genuine goodness
that he was called Theodidaktos (the God taught).
He honored that which seemed to him good in Chris-
tianity, but very early broke with it and the churches,
being unable to find in it any superiority over the older
ons,

e sought to reconcile the Platonic teachings and the
Aristotlean system with oriental philosophy. His stu-
dents and followers studied pure spiritual mysticism.

Ammonius’ disciples were Origen, Plotinus, Porphyry,
Iamblichus and Proclus. The celebrated school of
Gnostics also had its origin in Alexandria. Philo
Judaeus, Josephus, Clement of Alexandria, Eratos-
thenes, the astronomer; Hypatia, the girl philoso-
pher, and numberless other stars of second magnitude,
all belonged at various times to these great schools and
helped to make Alexandria one of the most justly re-
nowned seats of learning the world has ever seen.

It was Ammonius who accented the message to hu-
manity and taught that religion was based on one and
the same truth. Later St. Augustine said the same,
Max Miiller quotes him thus: ¢ There is no false reli-
gion which does not contain some elements of truth.”
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Ammonius maintained that Jesus’s real mission was
to purify the ancient religions and therefore taught
“that the religion of the multitude must go hand in
hand with philosophy, and with her had shared the fate
of being by degrees corrupted and obscured with mere
human conceits, superstitions, and lies, and that it ought
to be brought back to its original purity by purging it
of thi. dross and expounding it upon philosophical
principles, and that the whole which Christ had in view
was to reinstate and restore to its primitive integrity the
wisdom of the ancients.” (Mosheim.)

Ammonius obligated his disciples by oath not to di-
vulge. his higher doctrines, “ except to a true and lawful
brother; who proved himself so by strict trial to be
worthy of initiation, and who had learned to regard the
Gods, the Angels, and the Deamons of other peoples
according to their secret meaning.”

This faithful Neo-Platonist, Ammonius, and his de-
voted followers made a grand, and for that period, a
final effort. to check the ever-increasing ignorant and
blind faith of the times. It was the last product of
Greek philosophy, which was finally crushed and put to
death by brute force masquerading in the guise of spir-
itual teachers of the ignorant and superstitious masses.

THE FORMATIVE IDEAS OF RELIGION.

The one and the same truth as a basis of all reli-
gions was the wisdom found in the books of Thoth
(Hermes Trismegistus) from which books Pythagoras
and Plato learned much of their philosophy. The doc-
trines of the former he affirmed to have been identical
with the earliest teachings of the Brahmans, now em-
bodied in the oldest Vedas.

“ The name Thoth,” says Professor Wilder in “ Neo-
Platonism and Alchemy,” “means college or assembly,”
and it is not improbable that the books were so named
as being the collected oracles, and doctrines of the sac-
erdotal fraternity of Memphis, Rabbi Wise (says
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Wilder) had suggested a similar hypothesis in relation
to the Divine utterances recorded in the Hebrew Scrip-
tures. Professor Wilder continues: “ But an Indian
writer asserts that during the reign of King Kansa, the
Yadus, a Sacred Tribe, %eft India and migrated to the
West, carrying the four Vedas with them. There was
certainly a great resemblance between the philoscphical
doctrines and religious customs of the Egyptian and
Eastern Buddhists, but whether the Hermetic books and
the four Vedas were identical is not known.”

Nevertheless, if we seek for the “message of old”
with dispassionate mind we shall soon perceive that the
ethics of Gautama the Buddha, Plato, Appolonius,
Jesus, Ammonius Saccus and his disciples, were all
based upon the same mystic philosophy; that all wor-
shiped one God, whether they comsidered Him as the
“ Father of humanity who lives in man as man lives in
Him,” or as the “ Incomprehensible Creative Princi-
ple”; all led Godlike lives. Ammonius taught that their
school (Neo-Platonic) dated from the days of Hermes,
who brought his wisdom from India. '

We must always remember that it is only through the
doctrines of the more ancient philosophies that the reli-
gion preached by Jesus may be understood. It is
through Pythagloras, Confucius and Plato that we can
comprehend e ideas which underlie the term
“ Father” in the New Testament. Plato’s ideal of the
Deity, whom he terms the “ One Everlasting Invisible
God,” “the Fashioner and Father of all things”
(Timaeus 269 E) is similar to the “ Father” of Jesus.
It is this Divine Being of whom the Grecian sage says
that “ He can neither be envious nor the originator of
evil, ’for He can produce nothing but what is good and
just.

The doctrine of God being the Universal Mind dif-
fused through all things underlies all ancient philoso-
phies. The Buddhistic tenets, which can never be bet-
ter comprehended than when studying the Pythagorean
philosophy, its faithful reflection, are derived from this
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source, as well as the Brahmanical religion and early
Christianity.

“To show that the religion founded by Jesus was the
natural growth of what had gone before does not
diminish its excellence, but only proves that it had a
reason for its existence; and that it was legitimate —
that is to say, in conformity with the instincts and wants
of the Heart in a given age.” (Renan’s “Life of
Jesus.”)

These ideas were kept alive by the Neo-Platonists
down to the time of Hypatia, and with her death they

dually receded, due to the oncoming Dark Ages of
ignorance, superstition and falsehood.

THE TRINITY.

It;z the Book of Hermes, the Divine Pimander, is
enunciated in distinct and unequivocal sentences the
whole trinitarian dogma as accepted by the Church of

“The light is me,” says Pimander, the Divine
Thought. “1I am the Nous or intelligence, and I am thy
God, and I am far older than the human principle which
escapes from the shadow.

“I am the germ of thought, the Resplendent Word.
The Son of God.

“ Think, that what thus sees and hears in thee is the
Verbum of the Master, it is the Thought which is God
the Father.

“The celestial ocean, the Ether, which flows from
East to West, is the Breath of the Father, the life-giv-
ing principle, the Holy Ghost. For they are not all sep-
arated and their union is Life.”

In the foregoing lies the fierce hatred of some of the
early Christians toward these so-called Pagans. The
ancient religions and the Neo-Platonists had been laid
by them under contribution to perplex the world for
thousands of years. ‘

Celsus, the Neo-Platonist and disciple of the school
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of Ammonius Saccus, had thrown the Church Fathers

into perturbation, and even had arrested for a time the

progress of proselytism, by successfully proving that the

original and purer forms of the most important dogmas

(I)’fl Christianity were to be found also in the teaching of
ato.

Celsus accused them of acceFting the worst supersti-
tions of Paganism and interpolating passages from the
books of the Sybils without rightly understanding their
meaning. The accusations were so plausible and the
facts so patent that for a long time no Christian writer
had ventured to accept the challenge.

Ambrosius was the first to take the defense in hand,
but his eloquence failed and the only remedy that could
be found was to destroy the writings of Celsus.

THE UNPRIESTLY PRIEST.

The dispersion of the Neo-Platonists had become the
fondest hope of the Roman Church, and it was finally
achieved. The members were scattered by the Bishop
of Alexandria and his nephew Cyril ; the latter, the mur-
derer of the young and learned Hypatia, and with her

death there remained no possibility for the Neo-Platon- -

ists to continue their school at Alexandria. She was
pounded to jelly under the blows of Peter the Reader,
her body cut to pieces and otherwise cruelly maltreated,
and finally cast into the fire by order of Bishop Cyril,
who was later canonized as St. Cyril.

THE MESSAGE LOST.

The question will naturally arise, “If these ancient
civilizations amounted to so much, and if these arcient
philosophers ever had a real message to humanity about
fhe ;mture of man, how does it happen that all has been
ost?”

Civilizations are like individuals. They grow and

they pass away. One may waste his opportunities as

&
%

- b
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an individual in dissipation, or he may neglect to im-
prove the opportunity to inform the mind, to transform
the heart, and so come to old age with bitterness and
doubt, bequeathing no legacy of any value to posterity.
Or, old age may be the land of promise, with the crown-
ing glory reflected from a well-spent life, founded upon
brotherly love, that comes from doing right according
to one’s own reason and conscience. The legacy of
such a life may reveal the “ Jewel in the Lotus” to the
listening ear and faithful breast.

-So, too, civilizations made up of individuals may re-
fuse %o travel the road that leads to complete develop-
ment, and by selfishness and greed reach seeming pros-
perity only to waste away and die without having
graspad the privilege of every race, viz.: to receive and
pass on to posterity a message of truth, in fact and dem-
onstration, of the real nature of man and his power
over his natural and his spiritual body in strict accord
with St. Paul’s declaration.

Thiss it is, the ancients had a creditable civilization
as indicated by art, architecture, philosophy, and litera-
ture, and some of these we may trace as remnants but
much seems lost beyond recovery. All around us the
same problems that confronted the ancients are await-
ing solution. They concern the unseen no less than the
visible universe; the spiritual no less than the material
existence.

The philosophers of old, “those who knew,” tried to
indicate that man may become a co-worker with both
Nature and Divinity on these higher planes if he will.
He may sit in the Councils of Destiny and help to shape
the progress of his race; or he may crawl like a worm
and be trodden under foot till, through misery and pain,
he ssruggles to the light. :

But few in past ages were “ duly and truly prepared,
worthy, and well qualified” by development along na-
ture’s constructive lines to take up the Great Work.
These few have preserved the message from cowans;
they have transmitted unimpaired through the ages the
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valuable tenets which will some day make man free;
and to the extent that he frees himself from all bondage,
and develops in an equal degree his spiritual faculties
as compared to the physical powers, he becomes a Free-
mason —a Master Builder.

THE MESSAGE REGAINED.

To regain the message of ancient Masonry is the prob-
lem of every civilization, and it is indissolubly inter-
woven with the destiny of each individual, and with the
universal evolution of the human race. We are the
heirs of all the ages. Our personal responsibility con-
cerns the promise and potency of all future time.

We inherit the past,
We create the future,

Therefore the ever present Now, is a transition pe-
riod. This period needs informing. It needs guidance.
To inform and to guide along lines of equity, justice,
and right, will lay the foundation for a grander civili-
zation that will secure social order, because it will be an
organization of individuals actuated by a desire to do
ﬁmder the Light furnished by untrammeled reason |
and conscience, thus shall Justice be Universal and -
want and misery unknown. ‘

Man’s individual inheritance is a deeper knowledge
of the nature of his own Soul. To claim it he must
seek it of “his own free will and accord.”

“To ask, to seek, to (give the right) knock and it
shall be opened unto you” is sense, not nonsense.
of which is the Message of Ancient Masonry; but as
much ours as we care to make it.

Tennyson beautifully crystallizes the thought en-
larged upon in this essay. He says:

Yet I doubt not through the ages one
Increasing purpose runs, .

And the thoughts of men are widened
With the process of the Suns.
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In old India the purpose was alluded to in “ the build-
ers and destroyers.” In the science of ethics it is be-
coming known as “the constructive and destructive
processes of nature.”

This essay simply points to a few lines of evidence
that, through a succession of ages, the Light of Knowl-
edge has been kept burning until “ future generations”
should again find the designs on the “trestle board.”

What to-day, are the signs on the “ trestle board ”’?

Good men and true find themselves possessed of a
broader knowledge than their theologies willingly per-
mit them to use; therefore creeds are going to pieces.
People are rushing to Christian Science and all forms
of New Thought in a vain effort to satisfy a legitimate
demand of the Soul. Journals of Mysticism and Oc-
cultism are widely proclaiming real knowledge for sale
at bargain prices. Fads and fancies; leaders and re-
vealers; in fact, everything to bewilder.

Read Sir Oliver Lodge’s “ Life and Matter” and the
“ New Knowledge,” by Professor Duncan, of Washing-
ton Jefferson University, to gain a fair insight into the
rapid strides being made along scientific lines. Then
consider that, in the whole teaching of Masonry, there
is not a single false principle of ethics; and that the
Master Mason has nothing to unlearn, no fetters to
break, and you will perhaps discover that the time is at
hand when the codperation of Science with Masonry is
necessary to checkmate the secret and well understood
effort now being made to gain control of and to subvert
the original purpose of our dearly won freedom.

To hold the balance of power it is only requisite to
have a million upright men; clear-headed and unselfish
enough to desire no fee or reward, and therefore able
to detect deceit and imposition; men who know the real
issues and whose love for humanity is such that they
will forever strive for the freedom of all — for that
freedom which grants to no one dominion over the rea-
son and conscience of another in any walk of life.

All of this is possible, for once again the circle has
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rolled around to the parting of the ways. Once again
the “ designs” are plainly to be seen and the time of
“labor” is at hand.

As Tyndall says: “ The time is at hand to plant the
tree of knowledge beside the tree of superstition and
hope that its roots will be strong enough to drain away
the sap and thus let the superstitions wither.”



MASONRY AND THE HIGHER EVOLUTION OF
MAN?

cidation of our thesis, to trace back the origin of
Freemasonry link by link along historical lines to
the point of its beginning.

IT is not possible, neither is it necessary, for the elu-

THE ROMAN COLLEGE OF ARTIFICERS.

Dr. Oliver writes fascinatingly of the organization of
Freemasonry, as we now have it, in the time of the
building of King Solomon’s temple, 1012 B.C.

“It is true, it is difficult to find evidence that traces
Masonry, as now organized beyond the Building Cor-
porations of the Middle Ages, which, at first, were ar-
chitectural brotherhoods, distinguished by signs, words,
and fraternal ties; and while these have not been essen-
tially changed, the symbols and legends have been
developed and extended, while the association has un-
dergone a transformation from an operative art to a
speculative theory.

“But even these organizations must have had an
antitype from which they derived their peculiar charac-
ter. This may have been the Roman College of Artifi-
cers of Numa. Some authorities say we need go back
no further, for here is the beginning, and there is good
authority (Krouse, Heldmann, etc.) for the outward
identity traced between the Roman Colleges of Arti-
ficers and Freemasonry of to-day.

“ Numa, the second king of Rome (715 B.C.) in order
to harmonize the various nationalities of his kingdom,
established one common religion, and divided the citi-

1 The New Age, June, 1907, s

H



16 SYMBOLIC TEACHING

zens into curias and tribes; each composed of Romans,
Sabines, and other nationalities.

“The artisans were also united into different guilds
or corporations, under the name “ Collegia ” or colleges,
each composed of its own particular craftsmen, each
- having its own regulations, both secular and religious.
These guilds grew in number and influence and were
abolished in 80 B. c. because their political influence was
inimical to a jealous senate. They were revived later,
and outlived the decline of the Roman empire.

“ These colleges could not consist of less than three
members. Each was presided over by a chief. The
officers were stationed in three different places. They
had a special officer to conduct the religious part of their
ceremonies. Their members were divided into three
classes, Seniores or “ elders,” the chief men of the trade;
journeymen and apprentices,

“ The place of meeting of these colleges was in some
way connected with a temple. The deity to whom such
temple was consecrated was worshiped by the members,
and became the patron god of their art. When the
Christian religion began to exert an influence, one of
the Ch!ixit:an saints was adopted as patron in the mod-
ern gui

“Their meetings were secret; they initiated

neophytes; they had a fund for the benefit of indigent
members, and for the relief of destitute (brothers or
members) strangers belonging to the same society.
They had a constitution and enacted laws for their own
govemment. They had just and lawful colleges; and
collegia illicita’ or clandestine colleges. They made
a symbolic use of the implements of their art or profes-
sion.” 2 This was natural, because all the ancient reli-
gions were almost entirely symbolic.

8 “ Encyclopedia of Freemasonry,” Mackey.
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THE TRUE ANCIENT MYSTERIES.

That the profound philosophy and science locked up
in the symbolism of Freemasonry may have come down
to us through the Roman College of Architects is possi-
ble. The study of this symbolism, elucidating as it does
the nature and destiny of man, carries us back into the
true Ancient Mysteries, and to the cradle of humanity
in the East, from whence came wise men.

There is a codrdination of the teaching when each
symbol is studied that would make of some of the arti-
sans of the guild profound philosophers, and of this
there is not the least evidence. Moreover, there is too
much agreement in the teaching of the philosophers of
old like Pythagoras, Ammonius, Plotinus, etc., for the
impartial student, the seeker after the real truth, to
avoid the conclusion that the masters of old were work-
ing according to definite designs on the trestle-board.

It might be profitable and interesting to see if we can
discern any of these designs, and if so, to determine
whether or not we, as individuals, are “at labor” or
‘“ at refreshment.”

WHAT DOES FREEMASONRY MEAN TO YOU?

Freemasonry means something different to each indi-
vidual , according to that phase of it which made the
deepest impression during his initiation. To one the
fraternal fellowship of the teaching seems most pro-
nounced; to others, the ceremonies, the symbols, the
dramatic incidents, etc., appeal with greater or with less
force. To another, the recognition of the rights, free-
dom, and utility of all religions strikes a responsive
chord, and he feels that here he can begin to take ac-
count of creeds and dogmas, while relying on the eternal
verities of his own interpretation of God, his intuitive
conviction of a conscious existence independent of his
wonderfully mysterious but mortal physical body; and
his confidence in brotherly sympathy in the great work

)
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of solving some of the problems of his individual nature
and individual destiny.

“LIGHT” AND “ THE PLACE OF DARKNESS.”

““ From the dawn of civilization to the present moment,
two active and opposing forces have been engaged in
deadly conflict over the destiny of human intelligence.

“One of these has been the unfaltering, courageous
and consistent champion of individual life, individual
liberty, and individual happiness. The other has, with
equal consistency and persistency, sought to dominate
and control the life, intelligence, and conscience of the
individual and subject him to individual bondage and
servitude.

“ The one has dignified and emphasized the individ-
ual intelligence, and appreciated its value both to itself
and to society. The other has persistently ignored the
great fundamental fact in Nature, that the individual in
his own right, as such, is invested with certain inde-
feasible attributes and certain inalienable rights, priv-
ileges, and benefits which must be respected.” ®

TWO FORCES AT WORK NOW.

These two forces have manifested their power
through isolated individuals no less than through the
organized institutions incident to man’s activity in his
civilizations.

That institution which exists for the benefit of man’s
higher evolution, for his well-being in all his capacities,
and for the enlightenment of society belongs upon one
side.

That institution which exists solely for its own self
as an organized body, be it what it may, and seeks to
maintain itself without regard to the largest measure
of individual liberty and enlightenment, belongs upon
the other side.

8“The Great Psychological Crime.”
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God, or Nature, has drawn the dividing line.

Upon the one side stands an institution that has for-
ever given Light to all its votaries.

Upon the other side stands the institution that cham-
piolns ignorance, and fear, and that dominates and con-
trols.

That institution which exists to promote the higher
evolution of man, through teaching self-reliance, and
basing all action upon individual reason and conscience,
appeals to the sense of right and justice inherent in each
human heart; it will also encourage a broad and liberal
education, will encourage judgment based on knowledge
and individual experience, and will champion individual
will as the master of the temple within, and give to the
world Free Men.

That institution which persistently seeks to unite
church and State, in spite of the pride and indolence in
the clergy ¢ which says, “ If the formulas of modemn
science contradict the science of Catholic dogma, it is
the former that must be altered, not the latter ”;® which
demands subjection and obedience in the individual
through the power of superstition and fear; will give to
the world those whose convictions and conscience are
ruled by others —and this is spiritual tyranny.

FAITH.

Each individual must work out his own salvation, not
in fear and trembling, but with the head clear, and the
mind open to truth from whatever source it may come.
Each individual has within his own soul the criterion
of truth in his Faith, in his Hope, and in his Charity.

Faith is said to be “the substance of things hoped
for” and “the evidence of things not seen,” but is it
not something of a conviction that certain things agree-
ing with reason, are or must be true, when conscience

4“ The Parochial School,” by Father Crowley.

s Bishop of Newport quoted by Sir Oliver Lodge in “Life
and Matter,”
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also approves them as good? When these elements
work together, it is well to pause; to consider; to accept
and act, or to reject until more knowledge shall illume
the way.

THE LAMB SKIN,

You had faith that when you received the lamb skin
as a badge of a Mason, that it was an emblem of inno-
cence ; ancient and more honorable than any other order
that could be conferred upon you—by any dignitary,
no matter how high—but this was simply your so-
called faith in the statement and the acquiescence of the

rethren of the lodge.

But suppose you took the statements as a topic for
study and found that the lamb or ram was a very old
symbol, and that it had several meanings, according to
the aspect of its use or application. That, for instance,
it meant “primordial space” or the “great deep”
(khnoom) ; that it also means “ the hidden or supreme
spirit” (ammon) ; and that in Sanscrit one of its syn-
onyms is “ Aja,” meaning “no birth, the self-existent,
eternal, self-sufficient cause of all.” Suppose you found
these ideas connected with the use of the lamb as a
symbol, would you not begin to think that perhaps there
is a deep meaning in the symbol?

If we knew something of the nature of the individ-
ual intelligence, and could determine some of its powers
and capacities, we would be on the straight and narrow
path, that leads to a knowledge of “the hidden or su-
preme spirit ”; in time the “ great deep ” would disclose
some of its secrets, in proportion as we developed skill
in the use of our faculties and put them in use for the
benefit of man, and thus displayed the true Masonic
spirit. This would mean a growth that would disclose
the complete meaning of the honor involved in the lamb-
skin symbol.



MASONRY AND ITS MESSAGE 21

THE MASTER MAN.

Now if, through man, forces have been at work to
uplift him, to sensitize his conscience, to illumine his rea-
son, in order to expand his area of consciousness, would
it not mean that some men have seen the designs on the
trestle-board and by working along the line of least re-
sistance, have reached a plane somewhat beyond that of
theNord!inary. Our intuitive convictions do not say us

For we are taught to use our tools . . . for “ the no-
ble and glorious purpose of fitting our minds as living
stones for that spiritual building, that house not made
vith hands . . .”

Just as in the lamb skin there is a deeper meaning, so
.00, in this there is a profound significance.

Another phase of the problem is beautifully expressed
by Browning, when he says:

“Man is not man as yet,
Nor shall I deem his object served, his end
Attained, his genuine strength put fairly forth,
While only here and there a star dispels
The darkness; here and there a towering mind
Q’erlooks its prostrate fellows;

When all mankind alike is perfected,

Equal in full-blown powers — then, not until then,
I say, begins man’s general infancy.

Such men are even now upon the earth

Serene amid the half-formed creatures 'round.”

REAL KNOWLEDGE.

The problems have been worked out by means of the
“seven sacred sciences,” and for the one who really
wants to know, the way is open. :

‘But what does it mean — to know?

The answer is—to experience.

Real knowledge comes as we put into practice those

" things which we apprehend and comprehend. Appre-
hension comes from attention and study of the details
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of a proposition. Comprehension involves the working
out of relations and the putting into practice; the result
is a complete understanding of the subject at hand.

This means a growth—an evolution, a continuous
Ifnrocess. The deeper the question, the more true is this
act.

IMMORTALITY.

’

“If a man die, shall he live again?” is the dominant
question that has come down to us, side by side with
the two contending forces. The one force aiding the
evolution of the individual; the other, controlling that
evolution,

This is not a strange question to consider in a Ma-
sonic meeting, our teachings are full of references to it,
and it is involved in the higher evolution of man.

You say, but this is a mystery, no one knows and no
one can know anything about it.

This is equivalent to saying that you know all that
has been acquired by anyone on this subject in the past,
and that you also know all that may be known about it
in the future.

It is a mystery, truly. But the whole of human life
is a mystery. Every gain in knowledge from the cradle
to the grave is an initiation into one mystery after an-
other; and every experience is a revelation from the
hitherto unknown and mystic realm.

In youth hope is led by desire, and we are all eager-
ness and expectation for what the future may disclose.
Contact with the world, and with those who “ preach
but do not practice,” shatters our idols. We see those
who “ believe,” but who act as if this were the only ex-
istence, and life but a bargain counter, where it is rush
and grab, push and shove, cheat and deceive, for a
paltry gain in tainted gold. So the land of promise
fades from view. And so Goethe says:

Our aspirations, our soul’s genuine life
Grow torpid in the din of earthly strife.
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The student is bewildered; he warits really to know.
He does not discern where or how to begin. Lucky is
he, indeed, if he can keep clear of the mystifiers who
barter and sell a lot of truck supposed by their dupes
to be the real thing.

A trial soon teaches the discriminating mind that real

knowledge can only be acquired through conscious ex-

perience; a wise self-control is a prime requisite, and
this means some self-denial and suffering.

THE ROUGH AND RUGGED ROAD.

The royal road to the higher evolution of the individ-
ual intelligence lies in the direction of self-conquest.
To evade or violate “that standard of right by which
we are enabled to render to every man his just dues
without distinction ” is moral suicide.

Wrecks on the sea of life, innumerable, show us that
nature has laid down the law and it is no use to try to
“ cheat, wrong, or defraud” her at any point. For
sooner or later, conscience, which is the recognition of
our obligation to live up to our ideals, comes in to show
us our errors and to admonish us that “ morality, recti-
tude of life, and the circumscribing of our desires,” are
our moral, ethical and spiritual gauges.

In every age we have had clandestine teachings to
bewilder the seeker after truth in his journey over the
rough and rugged road that leads to the garden of the

gods.

DULY AND TRULY PREPARED.

Every great nation has had its mysteries of initiation.
In Greece, in Persia, in Chaldea, in Egypt, in India, a
science and a philosophy are concealed in the teachings
of the sages of old; it was only imparted to the candi-
date who was worthy, and well qualified to receive the
initiation and the teachings.

In these ancient mysteries originated all mythologies
and all religious symbolism and ceremonies, even the

-



24 SYMBOLIC TEACHING

fast and feast days; and in them are preserved the an-
cient theology from which fragments have come down
to us in various creeds and sects.

THE DIVINE RIGHT OF KINGS.

In the Golden Age of India, the king or ruler of the
people was a High Priest of the Mysteries, not because
of so-called royal birth or succession, but because of
that divine birthright of knowledge and power. Herein
is the origin of the “ Divine right of the kings,” and as
originally applied, it operated for the welfare of the peo
ple. But the greed for temporal power in the breasts
of few designing priests soon led to confusion and de-
generation, then came oppression. These selfish priests
became kings by the power of might, they were refused
initiation, and so they schemed to destroy and to degrade
the mysteries. The real lodge quietly withdrew; clan-
destine mysteries took their place; they were corrupt.
and never had the real secret, but they cheated mankind
out of the chance to contact the real lodge except as he
solved the preparatory work for himself and took the
“kingdom of heaven by violence.”

“1 AM 1.”

We have said conscious experience is one of the nec-
essary steps to a real knowledge of the higher evolution
of man in the solution of such a problem as conscious
existence beyond the change called death.

This was one of the problems in the greater mysteries
of old. Let us see what we now know about the ele
ments of the problem.

In our conscious experience in life man knows him-
self as himself. That is to say, he never confuses hi
self identity with another one. There is from the timu
he remembers anything about himself all through life ¢
continuity of this self-identity. “I am,” and I know
that “I am 1.”
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Even in dreams this continues with us as a conscious
experience. In the trance state, due to various neurotic
conditions, there is no break in the experience.

Does it do violence to one’s knowledge and intuition
to predicate that the death of the physical body does not
annul that which is foreshadowed as conscious exist-
ence on other planes than the physical?

I am not trying to solve the problem of conscious ex-
istence after death. I am only showing that it is a
problem that can be formulated, and one that is being
forced to the front by the researches of some of the
foremost thinkers of our time.

It is passing strange, too, that these thinkers are all
in the scientific world; and none, who take such ad-
vanced ground, are theologians.

BOOKS TO READ.

Some scientific inquirers will gain much information
from a careful study of Professor Ladd’s (Yale Col-
lege) work on “ Psychology.” This may be supple-
mented by a careful perusal of Professor Duncan’s
(Washington Jefferson University) “ New Knowledge,”
and Sir Oliver Lodge’s (University of Birmingham)
“Life and Matter.”

Scientist and non-scientist alike may find much to con-
form their intuitive convictions in a careful reading of
“ The Harmonics of Evolution” and “ The Great Psy-
chological Crime.” Every Master Mason should read
the fourth chapter in “The Great Work” to discover
the original plan and purpose of Freemasonry. A
thoughtful reading of the whole volume will help the
real student to better formulate his own ideas of Ma-
sonry, and to determine his own position with regard to
our “ancient and honorable order.”

THE GREATER AND THE LESSER MYSTERIES.

To come back to our problem again, and consulting
our individual conscious experience, we observe that
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it includes the outward visible things of sense and time;
and the inner and invisible realm or world of ideas.

All experience in life brings into the objective fielc
some phase of the inner realm. This unknown mystic
realm was denominated the Underworld, in ancient
initiations, it was first dramatically represented, and the
student was taught to codrdinate the varied experiences
of life with the potencies of the Underworld.

As Byron says:

Between two worlds life hovers like a star
Twixt night and morn on the horizon’s verge.

There were always the lesser and the greater mys-
teries. The candidate, in the lesser mysteries, was in-
structed so that he became duly and truly prepared, and
proved his worthiness by adjusting his life to his owr
highest and best ideals; his ability to exercise an intel-
ligent self-control demonstrated that he was well quali-
fied to safeguard himself from the attacks of psychic
or other forces sure to obstruct his path. Thus a rea!
initiation was in progress all of the time, and failure
to meet each unexpected test barred the candidate from
further progress.

In the school of Pythagoras many remained in the
first degree; and when weary of waiting they passed
out of the school, a white stone was erected to thei
memory.

“ NO MAN SHALL BE REGARDED FOR HIS WORLDLY WEALTH
OR HONOR.”

Candidates for the greater mysteries became dead tc
the world, only to become servants to the great orphar
— humanity. They deposited all their worldly goods
with the community of initiates; if they failed and went
forth to the world again, they were given twice the
amount of their original deposit. The Masonic tradi-
tion ‘““that no man shall be regarded for his worldly
wealth or honor” had here its origin.



MASONRY AND ITS MESSAGE 27

The power of such a community is tremendous. Safe
:and beneficial when devoted to real helpfulness to lib-
.erate mankind and put him in possession of his own
.capacities and powers; but dan§erous and deadly when
‘wielded by the selfish or the designing. The Catholic
_Hierarchy is modeled on this latter plan and is one
:source of its power.

ANCIENT LANDMARKS.

Modern Masonry has preserved these ancient land-
tnarks and traditions. The philosophy has become ob-
.scured and the key to unlock its mysteries has long
since disappeared. All of the Blue Lodge degrees per-
talfn to what was originally termed “the Lesser Mys-
teries.” They contain vague hints of the “ Great
Iniitiation.”

/What is this “ Great Initiation”?®

‘This is a question difficult to answer, because it will
lik¢ly be misunderstood or disbelieved.

‘Perhaps it would be better to defer the answer until
ose interested could study and reflect on the teachings
the books already alluded to. It may suffice here to
that the aim of real initiation is to first make one

of life. This Grand Mastership is obtained
rough a knowledge, first, of the faculties, capacities,
d powers of the Individual Intelligence; second, a
kmowledge of the nature of the finer forces.

‘ THE HIGHER EVOLUTION.

i Therefore, initiation means the exercise and the
growth of the kingly powers of the human soul. That
1s to say, its higher evolution.

¢ See Chap. IV, “The Great Work,” published by Indo-Ameri-
czn Book Co., Cfnago.



ALBERT PIKE AS MASTER OF WISDOM?

PON this occasion I feel it my first duty to ex--
press, to the Brethren in the Valley of Wheel-
ing, my appreciation of the honor conferred:

upon me in giving to me this opportunity to publicly-
acknowledge my debt to the genius and wisdom of Al--
bert Pike.

If we take the idea of “one increasing purpose run--
ning through all the ages” as a subject for study and’
verification, we shall sooner or later discover the golden
thread that will enable us to unravel the warp and the
woof of those intellectual tapestries which have been
woven into various designs, catalogued as science, pl-i-
losophy and religion.

Clear conceptions as to the range and application lof
these terms have not always been a part of the workifg
tools of those who have had most to do with instructing
the growing intelligence of the race. The confusion
existing in the use of the term, science, philosophy and
religion, was woefully apparent at the beginning of ¢ ar
era. Had no confusion existed, the Fathers of the
Church would not have quarreled for over three cen-
turies as to the interpretation of the Doctrine of the
Trinity. That momentous discussion was a political
and not a religious one, made so by those Church
Fathers whose ambitions were greater than their sense
of justice; it was finally settled after first the Greek
and then the Egyptian wing of the Church held the as-
cendency. Settled by Constantine with his soldiers
without the meeting place, and it caused a division be-
tween the Greek and the Roman Catholic Churches,
unhealed to this day.

1Qration at the Pike Centennial Anni , i
va Ofition at the Pike ial Apniversary, Wheeling, W.
28



MASONRY AND ITS MESSAGE 29

If no confusion had existed, and continued to exist

after the Council of Nice in 325 A.p, the Church of
Rome would not have needed to invent the crucifix iu
the seventh century, because they lacked the true mean-
ing of the Cross. Neither would they have waited un-
til 1854 before making the Doctrine of the Immaculate
Conception a dogma. The confusion was so great, and
the designing Priests so entrenched, that the few
Initiates, the few Masters of Wisdom among the
Church Fathers, were unable to “pass on” the real
and understandable interpretation of the birth, life and
missiou of our Brother Jesus, who was an initiate,
. The early Christians were a secret order. They
spoke in parables and allegories to those who were not
initiated, and Jesus, the Master, gave them their in-
;struction in secret and in a mystery; Jesus said: “ My
doctrine is not mine, but His that sent me.”

St. Augustine, a Church Father, is authority for the
‘statement: “ What is now called the Christian Reli-
lion, has existed among the Ancients and was not ab-
sent from the beginning of the human race until Christ
came in the flesh, from which time, the true reli-
gion which existed already, began to be called Chris-
tian.”

It would be easy for any one or all of you to find
the evidence to support this statement., Qur Brother
Albert Pike has pointed out the line of investigation
and you will find it beautifully clear in that great book
of his, “ Morals and Dogma of the Ancient and Ac-
cepted Scottish Rite.” This evidence is also to be
found in cave temples, on monuments, and in glyph and
symbol widely scattered over the face of Mother Earth.
Man has done much for man, and enduring monuments
attest the efforts made in the past to aid the less in-
formed by inspiring those “ worthy and well qualified ”
to instruct the ignorant, that all might sooner or later
come into their birthright; into the desire and into the
ability to live according to one’s standard of equity,
justice and right.
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The greatest service one can render the world is to
aid the evolution of humanity; by fostering these high
ideals in one’s own life, as the best way to help others
in their journey along the mystic highway.

From the fiery opal of the sunrise on the cradle of
the human race in the Far East, to the cloudy amethyst
of the present intellectual horizon, the discerning mind
can see one aspect of the “increasing purpose running
through the ages,” as that of secret teachings preserved
in traditions, rites, and symbols. Deeper research will
disclose the fact that this “ Secret Doctrine” has been
the inspiration of all religions of all ages.

Even the exoteric side of religions shows this to be
the fact.

Had Rawlinson been a Mason, and a careful student
along the lines so masterfully worked by Albert Pike,
he could have cleared up many points for the benefit
of those who acknowledge his authority.

Rawlinson pursued the scientific method in his re-
searches, He analyzed — separated —the  mater®ai
coming to his attention to ascertain the facts. Science
is a method of study and research to acquire knowledge.
To stop at this point is to invite confusion from inccr~
rect conclusions. A second step is necessary, requiring
all the acumen of the scientist, in the ability to check
the facts disclosed, and in addition, the mind of a phi-
losopher, a real lover of wisdom, for that is what the
word means. Now the method of philosophy is the ex-
act opposite of the method of science. Science tears
down. Philosophy re-builds. The philosopher studies
facts and their relations in order to ascertain the under-
lying laws.

A deep and wide knowledge is required of the one
who would pursue the philosophical method in order to
find the hidden wisdom of the marvelous discoveries of
science. He who attempts it in any one of its many
departments, must indeed be “ duly and truly prepared
worthy and well qualified,” for at this point he becomes
an interpreter, a teacher, and is on the road to master-

13
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ship, if the department selected is ethical and provided
the interpreter lives the life to know the doctrine.

| Albert Pike was, in the best sense, a philosopher, his
work was constructive, because his great talents fitted
him to disclose the points of agreement in the teachings
of the philosophers of old as well as the religions of the
ancients. He sought for the points of agreement be-
cause he knew that back of all was a secret doctrine,
which is as old as man.

We may curiously trace the ramifications of this idea
in many ways, by the study of single words, a symbol,
or by tracing back some of the present-day religious
ceremonies. Let us follow the method of Albert Pike
which led him onward and ever onward, searching for
corroborative detail to elucidate the designs on the great
irestle board of nature, as an aid to an army of cou-
rageous Masonic warriors whose mission is to use the
intellectual forces to liberate the chains that enslave so
many of our fellow-beings.

Down through the ages two forces have been en-
gaged in a deadly conflict, a conflict that concerns all
the past, a conflict that inthralls the present with evil
forebodings and which bodes no good to the future
with its myriads of yet to be full grown and responsible
citizens.

The one force finds to-day its nucleus for a universal,
urdogmatic, and unfettered manifestation in our grand
Masonic, world-wide institution,

The other force finds its field of operation in an or-
ganized body that seeks to maintain itself without re-
gird to the largest measure of individual liberty and
ealightenment.

Upon one side stands an institution that has “ from
tine immemorial and through a succession of ages”
gven LIGHT to all its votaries.

Upon the other side is entrenched an organization
tlat champions ignorance, superstition and fear, and
that dominates and controls the reason and conscience
of its communicants.
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Now what has this to do with the method of study
which we have alluded to as that advocated by Albert
Pike — simply an illustration of the fact, that we can-
not understand things if we examine them only at the
point where we meet them. We must go back, to ante-
cedent causes and when that method is followed we are
in possession of a knowledge of the facts involved, and
by understanding their relation, we can institute that
comparison of ideas which is the first step in the final
judgment of the case.

As a student of the deeper things in Masonry, our es~
teemed brother, whose memory we cherish at all times
and honor on such special occasions as this, followed
the clews of the Secret Doctrine, already alluded to;
and amplified certain parts of it because of their direct
bearing upon the teachings of Masonry. So we find
him referring to the earliest records known to man,
namely the Vedas of the Hindus, he has shown that as
soon as the Brahmin priests began to prostitute their
office to selfish ends, the Masters of Wisdom in those
far-distant times formed a voluntary association of in-
dividuals and taught in the mysteries a pure monothe-
ism, the brotherhood of man, and a mathematics of
ethics that led some few who had the qualifications,
to a direct personal experience of the conscious self-
identity of the individual intelligence independent of the
physical body.

These are fundamental teachings in Masonry to-dav;
by direct inspiration from the Mysteries, they we-e
given in parables and allegory to the Chaldeans, Per-
sians, Babylonians and all other ancient peoples ani
found a resting place in the Kabalah of the Hebrews;
a secret teaching from which Judaism is a branch. Di-
rectly related to the Kabalah is the institution we have
the honor to represent as Masons.

There is ample evidence in the pages of that mont-
mental work “ Morals and Dogma of the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite ” that Albert Pike knew whereof
he has written on the Kabalah, for he makes over sixtr
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references to it, scattered through the book, covering,
in many instances, several pages for each reference.

The word Kabalah means “to receive”; it refers to
a secret teaching of the Ancient Mysteries given to the
-Hebrews to recall to memory older traditions of the
more ancient Secret Doctrine. It is symbolic in its
method, and by it we are able to discover a concealed
reading of the Books of Moses in our Bible that har-
monizes its allegories, and there is unfolded a logical
doctrine connecting our teachings in the Great Light
with those of all other ancient teachings, as all were de-
rived from the same source.

The Kabalah taught the doctrine of the Unity of God;
in the eyes of the Kabalist, all men are brothers, and
their relative ignorance is to him, but a reason for in-
structing them. As each letter of the Hebrew alphabet
has a numerical value, certain rules were formulated by
which the combination of numbers stood for certain He-
brew words, and words of the same numerical value
were used as synonyms. Concealed meanings were thus
conveyed to those who knew the rules of the various
combinations.

If I may be permitted to digress from the interesting
subject of the Kabalah, which you may study for your-
selves in Ginsberg’s “ Essay on the Kabalah,” as a start-
ing point, I would like to allude to the symbolism of the
number seven, not because it is directly related to the
Kabalah, but because it further illustrates the value of
that deeper study so ably done by Albert Pike and so
generously distributed to his less informed brethren in
his books and writings.

The sacred number seven figures in every ancient re-
ligion, because at their foundation was an accurate
conception of the underlying principles of Science,
Philosophy and Religion. The sages and masters of
Wisdom of old, did not invent the septenary division;
they found the natural seven-fold division in their study
of light and sound, and wisely followed the divine plan
as soon as they recognized it. You may study in many
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ways, the sacred number Seven, in the seven altars of
Mithras, the seven spheres, the seven sacred sciences,
the seven planets or the seven seals of the Book of Rev-
elations.

This is not all as fanciful as some writers make it ap-
pear; go deep enough and the pure gold of true concep-
tions will reward your search. For, be it known that
there is a law of septiform periodicity whose operations
may be seen in the completion by weeks of the phe-
nomena of birth, growth and maturity. It even dom-
inates the very constitution of matter; arrange the
chemical elements according to their atomic weights and
they will form a continuous series of groups of seven.
This is known in Chemistry as Mendeleef’s law of sep-
tiform periodicity, the discovery of which enabled him
to correct the atomic weight of the elements, to discern
new properties of old elements, and last but not least, to
bring to light the newer elements.

Albert Pike advocated, and was the exponent of the
deeper study of Masom'{i No labor was too great, no
research too arduous. His goal was to show, unmis-
takably the honorable lineage of Freemasonry; his pur-
pose to demonstrate its need as the friend and helper of
the great Orphan — humanity.

I have briefly sketched a few data bearing upon my
subject and have endeavored to show that wisdom im-
plies knowledge, knowledge implies understanding, and
therefore wisdom includes the powers of discernment
and discrimination, in the formation of correct con-
clusions. The ability to exercise these powers in the
lofty conceptions of those Masters of Wisdom like
Plato, Pythagoras, Ammonius Saccus, Basilides, Con-
fucius, Philo, Zoroaster, and a host of others, whose
writings Albert Pike thoroughly understood, qualifies
him, who interprets their message in terms that will
serve the cause of humanity, for Mastership in Wis-

dom.
Albert Pike labored to elucidate conflicting views, to
show the purpose running through all time, and so he
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endeavored to supplant ignorance by knowledge, fear
by self-reliance and superstition by Wisdom.

Plato has said:

“ He who knows not the common things of life is a
brute among men. He who knows only the common
things of life is a man among brutes. But he who
knows all that can be learned by diligent inquiry is a
god among men.” And this is the sentiment I hold and
would leave with you in this, my tribute to Albert
Pike, who deserves the appellation “ Master of Wis-
dom” as the crown jewel in a diadem of good works.



THE CINCINNATI MASONIC STUDY SCHOOL!

I

LONG-TALKED-OF class for the study of
Masonry has just been launched in Cincin-
nati.

Codperation often solves problems and enables us to
accomplish things impossible to the individuals. Just as
hydrogen, the most explosive of gases, and oxygen, the
supporter of combustion, show entirely different capaci-
ties and powers when combined. The combination in
the proportion of two of hydrogen to one of oxygen,
contrary to reasoning from cause to effect, will quench
fire, instead of supporting it and adding to it destruc-
tion by explosions. So too, an association of individ-
uals for the purpose of coming to a better understanding
to a common cause, will disclose capacities not dreamed
oflwhen contemplating the efforts of a single individ-
ual.

As Brother Pitts, in the January (1910) issue of The
American Freemason, says: “The way to begin the
study of Masonry is to begin.” The demand for a
study class has been very much stimulated by a course
of lectures, one every month during the winter season
(1909-1910), under the auspices of the Hamilton County
Masonic Library Association. The demand for books
has materially increased, and on account of much that
is superficial in Masonic literature, those who are new
to Masonic research have felt the need of the study
class. We have not formed an organization, but what
may best be called a voluntary association of Masons,
seeking a deeper knowledge of Masonic symbolism and

1 American Free Mason, 1910.6
3
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philosophy. We have adopted a very simple constitu-
tion and by-laws, identical with the one used by the
Fargo, North Dakota, Masonic Study School which
started on its career October 23, 1go8. So our con-
stitution reads as follows:

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS, AND INITIATORY REQUIRE-
MENTS OF THE MASONIC STUDY SCHOOL,
CINCINNATI, OHIO.

(Formed February 2, 1910.)

1. The name of the organization shall be the Masonic
Study School.

2. The objects of this organization shall be: First,
the study of Freemasonry in its moral, philosophical,
fraternal, historical, social, religious and other aspects,
the better to understand its purposes and teachings and
apply them in the daily life of each individual member,
so far as he accepts them to be true. Second, to pro-
vide a recognized means for the discussion and exchange
of ideas suggested by the study.

3. Any Master Mason may be eligible to membership
as provided in Article X.

4. The officers of this organization shall be chairman,
secretary and reader. Each member of the organiza-
tion shall succeed to the office of chairman in the alpha-
betical order of his surname, except in the event of his
being secretary or reader, when the succession shall fall
to the next in order. He shall perform the duties of his
office from the beginning of one meeting to the next
succeeding meeting and shall never immediately succeed
himself. In the event of his absence, the next in alpha-
betical order shall become chairman. The secretary
and reader shall succeed to their offices in like manner,
except that they shall serve for the term of three cal-
endar months. In the event of the absence of either,
the chairman shall appoint in alphabetical order, thereby
exemplifying the Masonic doctrine of equality in hon-
ors and privileges. .
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5. The chairman shall appoint committees, preside
and perform the usual duties of a presiding offi-
cer.

The secretary shall keep all records required and rolls
of membership, and conduct all correspondence.

The reader shall read the papers of those not present
or of other who, for any reason, are disinclined to read
their own papers. He shall, by direction of the chair-
man, give due notice to those who are to prepare papers
or to lecture before the organization.

6. Meetings shall be held in the Hamilton County
Masonic Library rooms, in the Masonic Temple, two
times a month, or at such other time and place as may
be agreed. No meeting is to be prolonged more than
one hour except by unanimous vote.

7. Quorum — Three shall constitute.

All motions shall be decided by a majority — all pres-
ent voting.

8. Amendments to these articles may be made at any
regular meeting by a majority vote of those present,
provided one week has intervened since the first read-
ing of such proposed amendment and the vote thereon.

9. There shall be no dues, fees nor assessments for
any purpose.

10. The following questions shall comprise initiation
to this organization, and the answers thereto approved
by those present at any regular meeting.

The questions and answers shall be promptly re-
turned to the initiate in every case, and without record
in writing being made of them.

QUESTIONS.

1. What is Masonry?

2. What is Morality?

3. What constitutes a true Mason?

4. What do you understand by Friendship? 5. By
Patience? 6. By  Temperance? 7. By  Fortitude?
8. What do you understand by Masonic Charity?
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9. Of what are you in search that you would hope or
expect to receive from this organization?

10. What use do you expect to make of the knowl-
edge you may obtain?

11. In the event you decide to become an active mem-
ber of this organization, are you ready and willing to
enter with the same mutual consideration, confidence,
and good will, and with the same desire to do your part
which now exists among all members?

12. If you decide to become a member, are you will-
ing and able to embody the discoveries you may make in
Masonry, in your daily life, so far as you shall accept
them to be true builders of constructive human char-

acter?
Signed.......... Ceeeeeeseans cee

Notice. Upon your answers to the foregoing ques-
tions depends your reception into the Masonic Study
School.

Your admittance to the Order will not depend so
much upon the correctness of your answers, as upon
the interest and sincerity displayed.

Make your answers definitions, rather than essays.

This paper and your answers will be returned to you
without a record having been made of them.

You may take all the time you wish to answer these
questions, and when ready, hand them to a member of
the Masonic Study School, to be presented and read at
a regular meeting “as all brothers and fellows have
done before.”

As there were but two of us to discuss the matter
and to make a beginning, we did so in the spirit of
“ where two or three are gathered in My name,” etc.
And the list of questions, which are the initiatory re-
quirements of the Study School, were answered in
writing, by each one of us; one student sending his an-
swers to the other, because there were but two of us to
start the work, and we wanted to preserve the Masonic
spirit through the same experience in gaining admission
to the Study School.
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We began our studies by reading a certain number
of pages in Brother J. D. Buck’s “ Mystic Masonry”
which was of course, a lesson upon which a week or
two of thought had been spent by the members before
coming to the class meeting. For each succeeding les-
son two members of the Study School were assigned to
prepare ten questions each, upon the subject-matter of
the lesson. The discussion will be confined within
these limits. The chairman for the evening will en-
deavor to present a leading thought gleaned from the
lesson for that particular time. This will make three
people taking part in a definite way, and to close the
meeting, one other member will be selected to present a
leading thought as the result of the discussion.

We began our reading with the title page, which
reads as follows: * Mystic Masonry, or the Symbols
of Freemasonry, and the Greater Mysteries of An-
tiquity.”

The very first question came at this point, and some-
one asked: “ What are the Greater Mysteries of An-
tiquity?”” The summing up of the discussion, herewith
presented, can in no way convey to the reader the in-
tense interest we all felt as our talk progressed. The
many subsidiary questions and the little touches of
“give and take” in our mild-mannered argument only
served to show us all that we were trying to find out
all the points of agreement first, and that our main ef-
fort was directed to telling what we meant by the words
and phrases we used. Thus the points of difference
were illuminated, and the satisfaction to us all came
from the knowledge that we were comparing views;
not trying to proselyte, or to beat another in an argu-
ment, or in any way to win over an antagonistic
brother; we had no antagonisms in reality and as best
I can, I shall try to epitomize the whole discussion for
the benefit of interested Brethren who are removed by
distance from meeting with us.
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THE TRUE MYSTERIES APPROVED BY THE WISE MEN OF OLD.

The word “ Mysteries” is derived from the Greek
“muo,” i.e., to close the mouth. Every symbol of the
meysteries had a hidden meaning. The Ancient Mys-
teries taught, first by dramatic representation; second,
by precept; and third, by demonstration through a per-
sonal experience (to the few “ well qualified and duly
prepared ”’) the conscious self-identity of the Individual
Intelligence or Soul, in any and all states of conscious-
ness, in or out of the body, before and after death.
Such was the chief object of the Ancient Mysteries,
which have been represented as diabolical by theology,
and ridiculed by modern psychologists and symbologists.
To disbelieve that there exist in man certain arcane pow-"
ers, which by psychological study he can develop in
himself to the highest degree, become a Master-Man,
and then impart the “ secret” to others “ justly entitled
to the same” is to cast an imputation of falsehood and
insanity upon a number of the best, purest and most
learned men of antiquity and the Middle Ages.
And yet Pythagoras, Plato, Iamblichus, Proclus, Hip-
pocrates, Moses, Herodotus, Thales, Parmenides,
Empedocles, Orpheus, Origen, Apollonius and many
others knew and affirmed the purity, sanctity and reality
of the “ Great Work of the Mysteries.”

SECRET INITIATIONS VERY OLD.

Such are the ideas of the intellectual and enlightened
few among the ancient Hebrews. It is certain that they
. possessed a knowledge of the true nature and attributes
of God; as the same class of men did among the other
nations — Zoroaster, Manu, Confucius, Socrates and
Plato. But their doctrines on this subject were
esoteric; they did not communicate them to the people
at large, but only a favored few; and so they were com-
municated in Egypt and India, in Persia and Phcenicia,
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in Greece and Samothrace, in the greater mysteries, to
the initiates.

“DULY AND TRULY PREPARED.”

Among most of the Ancient Nations there was, in
addition to their public worship, a private one styled
the Mysteries; to which those only were admitted who
had been prepared by certain ceremonies called initia-
tions.

The most widely disseminated of the ancient wor-
ships were those of Isis, Orpheus, Dionysus, Ceres and
Mithras. Many nations received the knowledge of the
mysteries, in honor of these divinities, from the Egyp-
tians. before they arrived in Greece; and even in the
British Isles the Druids celebrated those of Dionysus,
learned by them from the Egyptians.

OBJECT OF THE MYSTERIES.

Clemens of Alexandria says that what was taught in
the great mysteries concerned the universe, and was
the completion and perfection of all instruction ; wherein
things were seen as they were, and nature and her works
were made known.

Plato said that the object of the mysteries was to
reéstablish the soul in its primitive purity, and in that
state of perfection which it had lost. Epictetus said,
“ Whatever is met with therein has been instituted by
our Masters, for the instruction of man and correction
of morals.”

Proclus held that initiation elevated the soul from a
material, sensual, and purely human life, to a communion
and celestial intercourse with the gods; and that a
variety of things, forms and species were shown ini-
tiates, representing the first generation of the gods.

o——
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*T0 BE GOOD MEN AND TRUE THE FIRST GREAT LESSON
TAUGHT.”

Purity of morals and elevation of soul were required
of the initiates. Candidates were required to be of
spotless reputation and irreproachable virtue. Nero,
after murdering his mother, did not dare to be present
at the celebration of the mysteries; and Antony pre-
sented himself to be initiated, as the most infallible
mode of proving his innocence of the death of Avidius
Cassius.

The initiates were regarded as the only fortunate
men. “It is upon us alone,” says Aristophanes,
‘“shineth the beneficent day star. We alone receive
pleasure from the influence of his rays; we who are
initiated, and who practice toward citizen and stranger
every possible act of justice and piety.” And it is
therefore not surprising that, in time, initiation came to
be considered as necessary as baptism afterward was to
the Christians; and that not to have been admitted to
the Mysteries was held a dishonor.

THE BENEFICENT EFFECT OF THE MYSTERIES.

“ It seems to me,” says the great orator, philosopher
and moralist, Cicero, “ that Athens, among many excel-
lent inventions, divine and very useful to the human
family, has produced none comparable to the mysteries,
which for a wild and ferocious life have substituted hu-
manity and urbanity of manners, It is with good reason
they use the term initiation; for it is through them that
we in reality have learned the first principles of life; and
they not only teach us to live in a manner more consol-
ing and agreeable, but they soften the pains of death
by the hope of a better life hereafter.”

ORIGIN AND UNIVERSALITY OF THE MYSTERIES,

Where the Mysteries originated is not known. It is
supposed that they came from India, by the way of
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Chaldea, into Egypt, and thence were carried into
Greece. Wherever they arose, they were practiced
among all the ancient nations; and as usual, the Thra-
cians, Cretans and Athenians each claimed the honor
of the invention and each insisted they had borrowed
nothing from any other people. :

In Egypt and the East, all religion, even in its most
poetical forms, was more or less a mystery; and the
chief reason why, in Greece, a distinct name and office
were assigned to the mysteries, was because the super-
ficial popular theology left a want unsatisfied, which
religion in a wider sense alone could satisfy. They
were practical acknowledgments of the insufficiency of
the popular religion to satisfy the deeper thoughts and
aspirations of the mind. The vagueness of symbolism
might perhaps reach what a more palpable and conven-
tional creed could not. The former, by its indefinite-
ness, acknowledged the abstruseness of its subject; it
treated a mysterious subject mystically; it endeavored
to illustrate what it could not explain; to excite an ap-
propriate feeling, if it could not develop an adequate
idea; and made the image a mere subordinate convey-
ance for the conception, which itself never became too
obvious or familiar.

SECRET AND PUBLIC DOCTRINES.

The instruction now conveyed by books and letters
was of old conveyed by symbols, and the hierophants
of the mysteries had to invent or perpetuate a display
of rites and ceremonies, which were not only more at-
tractive to the eye than words, but were to the mind
more suggestive and pregnant with meaning, and this
was for the popular mind — the so-called “‘profanes.”

Afterward the institution became moral and political,
rather than religious. The civil magistrates shaped the
ceremonies to political ends in Egypt; the sages who
carried them from that country to Asia, Greece, and the
north of Europe, were all kings or legislators. The
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chief magistrate in the real Mysteries presided at those
of Eleusis, represented by an officer styled King; and
the Priests played but a subordinate part.

“ WHILE TRAVELING THROUGH THIS VALE OF TEARS.”

Plutarch assures us that it was to represent the events
and details of the Soul’s journey through life that Isis
established the mysteries, in which they were repro-
duced by images, symbols and a religious ceremonial,
whereby they were initiated; and in which lessons of
piety were given, and consolations under the misfor-
tunes that afflict us here below. Those who instituted
these mysteries meant to strengthen religion and console
men in their sorrows by the lofty hopes found in a
religious faith, whose principles were represented to
them covered by a pompous ceremonial, and under the
sacred veil of allegory.

RELIGION — NOT RELIGIONS.

Aristotle says they were the most valuable of all reli-
gious institutions, and thus were called Mysteries par
excellence; and the Temple of Eleusis was regarded as,
in some sort, the common sanctuary of the whole earth,
where religion had brought together all that was most
imposing and most august.

ALL THE “ SACRED SCIENCES” TAUGHT.

Zoroaster and Confucius drew their doctrines from
the mysteries; Clemens of Alexandria, speaking of the
Great Mysteries, says: “Here ends all instruction.
Nature and all things are seen and known.” Had moral
truths alone been taught the Initiate, the Mysteries could
never have deserved or received the magnificent
eulogiums of the most enlightened men of Antiquity —
of Pindar, Plutarch, Isocrates, Diodorus, Plato, Soc-
rates, Aristophanes, Cicero, Epictetus, Marcus Aurelius
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and others; — philosophers hostile to the sacerdotal
spirit, or historians devoted to the investigation of Truth.
No: all the sciences were taught there; and those oral
or written traditions briefly communicated, which
reached back to the first age of the world.

II

The preceding reports of the Cincinnati Masonic Study
School, published in 1910 in The American Freemason,
dealt with the “ Ancient Mysteries” and the book we
are studying shows the relation of modern Freemasonry
thereto. Before we settled down and determined to
stick to one book, by a recognized Masonic authority,
we tried several plans.

One of our members suggested that we take each de-
gree, and begin at the beginning and study the meaning
of each thing that was done, The subjects were por-
tioned out and when we met at the regular time, very
little was forthcoming.

Why? Because our modern work is a result of pre-
ceding causes. To understand Masonry we must study
it as a world wide movement, a movement that had its
origin in the remote ages of a dim and distant past.

The ritual might be published to the world, word for
word, the signs and grips illustrated, and passwords re-
vealed. What then? Nothing but the outer husk would
be discerned, and the reader of such an exposé would
be but little wiser and would soon forget. Suppose that
he did not forget, and worked his way into lodges, re-
peatedly, very little would come to him as to what it is
all about.

The secrets of Freemasonry are locked up in its sym-
bolism. He would, if he had the opportunity of hearing
a few talks on the deeper side of Masonry, find out an-
other meaning for the word “ work.” All that such talks
can do for anyone is to excite interest, to show the way;
and to really know, the individual must travel the road
for himself. Many times he would be weary, ready to
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give up the search, but some Brother who had passed
that way before, could offer aid, and so renew his in-
terest.

So as we threshed out the subject of the “ work” it
was disclosed to our minds, that the time to study the
meaning of the ritual, as we now have it, comes a long
way in the future. We must gather knowledge point by
point, and from time to time “light” breaks in upon
the dark places. After struggling up the rough places
to rest on the hill, we have time to look back, to take
account of stock, as it were; and lo! we have gathered
something ; we have found a jewel or two, and our faith
in the direction we are taking is more sure.

Soon we make the discovery that knowledge belongs
only to him who, having it, gives it away to those “ duly
and truly prepared, worthy and well qualified to re-
ceive it.”

Why? Because in passing it on, one must formulate
it in such a way that the other one can understand. This
makes it sure in the mind of the one who gives. Then
the spirit of giving in a Masonic sense, must be undog-
matic. It must be given, as if one were displaying a
“ design on the trestle board ”’; to be looked at, examined
and studied. The one who receives, submits it to his
reason, measures it by the “ gauge ”” of his own standard
of equity, justice and right, and accepts what appeals to
him in the light of his accumulated knowledge and ex-
perience, both the giver and the receiver, reserving the
right to modify matters in the light of a larger experience.

This is the spirit of the teaching in the “ Ancient Mys-
teries ” and this is eminently Masonic.

One of the hardest problems in the whole process is
that of giving. To be complete, there must be a receiver.
“To him that hath, it shall be given; to him that hath
not, it shall be taken away.”

So few are ready to receive. So few “have” the de-
sire to know because “ to know " involves “ living the life
to know the doctrine.”

So often the inquiry comes back, “ What doctrine? ”



48 SYMBOLIC TEACHING

So tew, so very few, inquire “ What Life to Live?”
Those few soon find it. Those few then learn that “ the
Doctrine ” is revealed by “living the life.” The “ Mys-
teries ” begin to unfold in his own nature, and the an-
cient maxim of the Master Hermes, “ As above, so be-
low,” begins to pulsate with life and light.

It is all simple enough and that is why it escapes the
unaware.

The world has divided itself by itself. Symbols were
made use of to conceal, not to reveal. Allegories were
made use of so that those who were uninitiated might
have the benefit of some of the teaching.

The universal language of symbolism veils the truth
from the profane, yet it enables the wise, among all na-
tions, throughout all time, to read it in their own lan-
guage.

Parables and allegories carry the truth to the unlet-
tered, as an aid in shaping character, inspiring hope, and
destroying ignorance.

The wise need no interpreters.

But when the parables and the allegories are explained
by “those who know ” symbolism, then comes the con-
flict of so-called authorities; and here enters dogma and
creed, and “thus saith the Lord.” All the demands of
the Soul can be satisfied; reason does not need to be
chained; the paralyzing force of fear is not necessary;
and superstition can be left to wither beside the growing
seed of knowledge.

The appeal is, too often, to the “letter of the law,”
the literal interpretation, always undertaken by one who
thinks he understands the moment he meets the (to him)
new thought. The wise man says: ‘“Look at it so-
and-so, put it into practice, live it and live with it; your
own Soul, your own experience, will help you to decide.”
The wise know, that a thing is not understood in all its
parts where it is first met. They look at the antecedents.
They know that the Divine Architect of the Universe has
put the truth into the world in many forms, in many
ages, among all peoples. They look for points of agree-
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ment, and they have thus come to understand that the
truth is the property of him who “ lives the life,” be that
life lived in India, Egypt, Babylonia, Chaldea, Israel,
Peru, Mexico, the Easter Isles, or here in America.
For all over the land, wherever man has left an endur-
ing monument, be it material, be it the printed page, or
be it the “living of a life,” there the symbols, the para-
bles, the allegories, and the teaching can be found.

The study of Masonry is all of this and ““ the wages
of a Master ” await the aspiring candidate.

III
HUMAN SACRIFICES.

In the course of the study of Masonry by the Cincin-
nati Masonic Study School, our latest discussion in the
reading of “ Mystic Masonry ” came in connection with
the real meaning of the phrase “as living stones in that
spiritual building not made with hands,” etc. It was
desired to know what connection, if any, it had with the
theory that in ancient timés a human being was impris-
oned alive in the corner-stone of a new temple.

This theory is held by many students of archzology,
but is not in keeping with the teachings of ancient Ma-
sonry. The question is most directly met by a counter-
inquiry: What are the teachings of ancient Masonry?

First, we must be prepared to consider another view of
human progress aside from the one that considers man
as a higher evolution from the brute and the savage.
The customs of these lower races have been studied, re-
sulting in the deduction that human victims were sacri-
ficed to propitiate the earth demons whose place of abode
was violated in the erection of temples and altars, no
matter how rude. As civilization advanced, the victim
was not purchased or forced; but he voluntarily offered
himself, that the protection of the Deity might be se-
cured to ward off evil influence. Further advancement
with the increased regard for the sacredness of human
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life, so this theory postulates, the human victim was
placed in the hollow prepared in the corner-stone, from
which he later escaped by a secret way of egress. Some
Masonic writers step in at this point and state that they
“believe the third degree of Speculative Masonry is
based on this ‘sacrifice,” which the ancients believed to
be indispensable to the security and permanence of any
important structure.”

The matter of a human sacrifice is like the phallic
theory in regard to the origin of religious worship. When
the key to the ancient teachings and symbols is lost,
speculation takes the place of real knowledge. Both are
degraded doctrines and both are used by the enemies of
Masonry to confound and confute the teachings of the
noblest institution of man.

Students of Masonry soon learn that but little progress
is made in its study from the historical standpoint.
Why? Because the real secrets of Masonry are locked
up in symbolism, and not in history.

MASONRY IN INDIA.

Pushing our way into the oldest literature known to the
world, we find a curious parallelism to Masonry in India.
India has no written history known to the outer world,
before the Mohammedan invasion in the thirteenth cen-
tury. This is a paradox, because India possesses a writ-
ten literature equal in variety and extent to any pos-
sessed by any nation; and this too before the adoption
of printing. The advocates of the “savage to cultured
man theory ” must give us the history of the progenitors
of the ancient Hindus. Because the Vedas of the
Hindus, with their Upanishads (i.e., secret knowl-
edge) form a literature of vast extent, older than any
known written works, Add to all of this, the Puranas
(i.e., tales of old times) and we have a body of doctrine
mixed with mythology and tradition such as no nation
can equal. To further show the great progress man had
made so far back in the dim and misty past, we should
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consider the two great epics of India, surpassing in ex-
tent and equaling in merit, those of any ancient nation.
In addition to these India has ancient treatises on law,
grammar, astronomy, metaphysics, mathematics and men-
tal science, numbering up in the thousands, and not one
can be called historical.

No man in India ever thought of recording the events
of his own life, or of repeating the experiences of an-
other; and only subsequent to the Christian era do they
fix eras from which to date deeds and events. Then,
how are we to establish the antiquity of the Vedas? On
astronomical data educed by Krishna Shastri Godbola,
of Bombay, proving that the Vedas were taught twenty-
five thousand years ago.

The “secret knowledge,” the “secret keys” to the
mysteries of the Vedas; and the “tales of old times”
have proven a Chinese wall in the way of the profane
investigator. Superficial theories have been advanced
by oriental students as to what the old (Vedic) teach-
ings are; and until less materialism is shown in modes
of thought, writers will continue to grope in the dark.
Blind leaders of the blind will advance “human sacri-
fice” and “phallic” theories, to account for religious
worship and Masonic symbolism.

It should be more generally known, that the collective
researches of orientalists and especially the labors of the
students of comparative philology and religion have led
them to ascertain as follows: An incalculable number
of manuscripts and printed works, known to have ex-
isted, are now to be found no more. They have disap-
peared without leaving the slightest trace behind them.
Works of no importance might thus disappear and even
theirhvery names be lost. But this case is far different.

Why?

Because the lost books contained the keys to books now
extant and entirely incomprehensible without these ad-
ditional volumes of commentaries and explanations.
The great Emperor Akbar (1556-1605) the greatest Mo~
hammedan sovereign of India, by bribes and threats
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failed to extort from the Brahmans the complete text
of the Vedas. In Akbar’s reign the last of the precious
manuscripts were safely secured long before his threat-
ening demands were made. Treasures for inspec-
tion, such as these priceless manuscripts, are waiting the
time for an unprejudiced and an enlightened examination
by those who want to know the truth; by those who will
use such knowledge as these books reveal, solely for the
benefit of man in evolving his spiritual faculties and
powers.

Again we ask:—“ What are the teachings of ancient
Masonry?” Certainly not, in the light of the foregoing,
“human sacrifices” for any purpose whatever. The
third degree of Masonry and its meaning, are far away
and beyond the ken of those who can dig no deeper than
the rites and ceremonies of savages, or even peoples of
a higher order, who show by even a tacit adherence to
such a doctrine, their complete ignorance of the ancient
secret knowledge. :

Man ought to be ever striving to help the divine evolu-
tion of ideas, by becoming to the best of his ability *“ well
instructed and informed ” and line up in the gigantic task
of bringing to light “ the fact that Man’s value to him-
self as an individual is the only sure and true measure
of his value as an active, living factor in the social or-
ganism of which he is a part”; in contradistinction to
that organization which makes the false claim to hold the
keys of heaven; and has proceeded and will ever con-
tinue to proceed “ upon the assumption that man has but
one value, namely, his value to the great aggregate body
of which he is a part, and that his value, even in that
capacity, is measured by the degree to which his indi-
vidual will, intelligence and conscience are subject to
the domination and control of that aggregate body.”

The Great Architect of the Universe should have his
shrine and altar on the holy and ever untrodden ground
of our hearts — invisible, intangible, unmentioned, save
through the “still, small voice” of our spiritual con-
sciousness. Those who worship before it ought to do
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so in the silence and the sanctified solitude of their souls.
“ When thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites
are . . . but enter into thine inner chamber, and having
shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret.”
(Matt. vi.) “For the kingdom of Heaven is within
you.” And it was always the teaching, that we make our
spirit and not the priest the sole mediator between our
souls and God.

REAL SACRIFICE.

The Doctrine of Sacrifice is a true teaching. Sacri-
fice of life, human or animal, is a later interpretation
widely divergent from the ancient teaching. The only
real sacrifice possible is the substitution of good actions
and service to humanity, for bad intentions and per-
sonal gains through selfish motives. The Saviours of
the world, Krishna the Hindu; Gautama the Buddha;
Zoroaster the Persian; Sosiosh the Mazdean; Herzam
the Druse; and Jesus the Christos, all made this real
sacrifice the cornerstone of their teaching, which may be
likened to their theory of life and its possibilities. But
each demonstrated the truth of the theory by living a
life in accordance with the teaching, in which the lower
life is sacrificed to the higher life. The reward is a
growth in the intuitive faculties of the Soul; a quicker
apprehension ; a deeper comprehension ; an intuitive con-
viction in the conscious self-identity of the individual
intelligence (soul of man) independent of the physical
body; and finally a personal knowledge of the ever-liv-
ing Soul gained by a special process and teaching. Such
an one gradually finds and knows “the way”; he be-
comes “the truth”; and he “loses his life” only to
“find it” on a higher spiritual plane. Therefore the
third degree of Masonry has no foundation in the sac-
rifice of human life in the manner ascribed to it by the
eminent writer John Yarker in a recent Masonic article.



THE MASTER’S SALUTATORY?

N assuming the duties of the high office in which
you have been pleased to place me, I desire to ex-
press my deep appreciation of the honor; and to as-

sure you that I shall endeavor to discharge all the re-
sponsibilities I hereby assume, along the Masonic lines
of equity, justice and right, to the best of my ability.

The example of my predecessors in office shall ever
be my guide. I feel sure of the devotion of the officers
and the assistance of the brethren, in impressively con-
ferring the degrees, and in conducting the business of
the Lodge.

The Master of a Masonic Lodge is simply one of its
members, selected to direct all lodge matters, to the end
that harmony may prevail in thought and in action. In
this each member assists, guided by his own standard
of right; and when the work goes on with such a motive
back of it, the result is sure to be a just modification of
some of our own views, to secure the welfare of the
Lodge. This welfare must be above and beyond indi-
vidual preference of what is best.

Any other view dwarfs the grand work Masornry has
done, and hampers the great work it ought to do now
and for the future.

When we take a survey of the world, to-day, we see
that wherever ignorance, superstition and fear, domi-
nate the masses, there Freemasonry has no wide activity.

Wherever knowledge, self-reliance and courage ani-
mate the people, there liberty, enlightenment, and happi-
ness are the great lights to lead the way toward inde-
pendent thought and right action.

Wherever general education is under restraint of caste
or creed, there enduring liberty cannot live.

1 December, 1905 — Avon Lodge No. 542, Cincinnati, O.
54
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Wherever general education is directed toward de-
veloping all the faculties, capacities and powers of the
children, there sturdy and independent thinkers arise to
perpetuate the Divine Right of everyone to liberty of
thought and of conscience.

The history of Masonry needs a wider reading by
Masons than it has yet had, in order that Masons may
clearly discern that they have duties and obligations, as
members of society and citizens of whatever country to
which they owe allegiance; and these obligations are as
much a part of their life as the crying needs of com-
mercial and professional life.

The history of Masonry shows what its enemies have
tried to do to kill it; failing in that, to warp its real power
for good, and sink it to the dead level of a mere social
union, held together by a few grips and passwords with
no conception of its past grand work, nor glimpse of its
present mission.

Its past work is written into the history of many coun-
tries, for wherever has arisen a champion of that which
was equally right for all the people, there stood a Mason
Mis heart, even though not a member of a Masonic

ge.

The framers of the Declaration of Independence were,
many of them, Masons.

Did they attempt to direct matters into any narrow
channel of cult or creed?

No!

They did put into the Grand document principles,
which every Mason hears inculcated in the ritualistic
work of the Lodge.

The mission of Masonry is to foster those same prin-
ciples, which grant to everyone the inalienable right of
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

“ Masonry,” says Albert Pike, in ‘“Morals and
Dogma ” “is the descendant of that higher science held
by the ancient teachers of those ancient religions that
once illuminated the minds of men.”

Considering the fact, that these ancient faiths taught
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a secret, as well as an open doctrine, as did Christianity

in its early day; we come to the mysteries handed down

from generation to generation, in secret traditions;

Egll;ven to those ready to receive and to properly impart
em.

This science was known as the Gnosis.

The Gnostics derived their leading doctrines and ideas
from Plato and Philo; the Zendavesta of the Persians;
the Kabalah of the Hebrews; and the sacred books of
Egypt and India; and thus introduced in the early days
of Christianity, that which formed a large part of the
ancient teachings of the Orient.

These ancient teachings enlarge upon the Masonic
trinity — Divinity, Brotherhood and Immortality. They
taught that he who would be a great soul in the future,
must be a great soul now.

They recognized the fact that few could ever thor-
oughly satisfy themselves with their own arguments in
respect to their own nature. That few could demon-
strate to themselves, with a conclusiveness that could
elevate the belief to certainty, that they were immortal
souls dwelling only temporarily in the house and en-
velope of physical bodies. '

So the Wise Men of the East took the candidate as-
piring:

To know himself.

To Will to live strictly in accord with that which his
reason and conscience approved as right.

To Dare to start on the road to develop the powers of
his soul.

To keep Silent, except to the initiated, of much that
concerns this knowledge and this school.

We must first satisfy ourselves that such work is
really what Masonry regards as work.

The eleventh chapter of Albert Pike’s book, *“ Morals
and Dogma,” will further enlighten any inquiring Ma-
sonic Mind.

The mission of Masonry can be grandly fulfilled by
a life directed along the lines laid down in the moral
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teachings of the Lodge; aided by a deeper knowledge,
for those who care for it, from brethren who have trav-
eled the road and who are ready to pass it on, without
fee or reward.

The object of such a life is to reach that degree of
liberty, possible only to him, who by his own conscious,
intentional, independent, and rational volition, can ex-
ercise his spiritual powers and faculties, as we do the
physical ones.

This leads to that pursuit of happiness, in which all
the energies of the soul are centered upon the needs of
our common humanity.

Because the individual has reached that point in his
evolution beyond which happiness consists in the trans-
mission to others of the truths he has learned and the
benefits he has enjoyed.



WHY PAPAL ROME IS OPPOSED TO
MASONRY?

INCE the election of a Jew, Hon. Ernesto Nathan,
who is also a Mason, as the Mayor of Rome; and
since the recent discussions dating from the Fair-

banks and Vatican controversy, which were fanned into
a roaring flame by the efforts of Merry Del Val to make
a prominent citizen of the United States bear the scorch-
ing brand of “ obedience to the authority of the Pope ”;
the correlated subject of the opposition of Rome to
Masonry has again come prominently to the minds of
Masons the world over.

Masonry is a world-wide institution; it teaches inde-
pendent thinking, and is the only world-wide institution
that stands in the way of the Politico-Ecclesiastical
schemes of the Hierarchy at Rome; which is in the con-
trol of the Catholic Church, and dominates the good peo-
ple of that Church who honestly and faithfully follow
their misguided leaders.

Masonry knows the truth in regard to the origin of
the Catholic Church, and it is intent on giving “ more
knowledge ” to its own candidates and to all the world
regarding Man and the institutions of men; and among
the latter is man-made Papal “ infallibility.”

The time has come to acquaint Masons once again
with some of the things that have been forgotten.
There are always Masons in the world who do not for-
get; they only wait an opportune time to disclose the
facts of history.

Albert Pike, in that great Masonic Book, * Morals
and Dogma,” has arranged a few things of vital Ma-
sonic interest. It has been the privilege, and as well,

1 Life and Action, March-Ap;isl, 1911,
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the duty of the writer, to bring these facts together in
a more convenient form, in the hope that they will in-
spire all who may read them, not alone with a desire
for “more light,” but with the good sense and zeal to
bring “ to light ” all their Brethren,

JESUS TAUGHT A SECRET DOCTRINE. ROME OPPOSES
SECRECY.

“¢Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the
Kingdom of God; but unto men that are without, all
these things are done in parables; that seeing, they may
see and not perceive; and hearing, they may hear and
not understand. . . .’ And the disciples came and said
unto him: ‘Why speakest Thou the truth in para-
bles?’ He answered and said unto them, °Because it
is given unto you to know the mysteries of the Kingdom
of Heaven, but to them it is not given.’”

PAUL TEACHES BY ALLEGORY.

Paul, in the fourth chapter of his Epistle to the Gala-
tians, speaking of ‘the simplest facts of the Old Testa-
ment, asserts that they are an allegory. In the third
chapter of the second letter to the Corinthians, he de-
clares himself a minister of the New Testament, ap-
pointed by God: “ Not of the letter, but of the spirit,
for the letter killeth.”

CHURCH FATHERS ADVOCATE SECRECY.

Origen and St. Gregory held that the Gospels were
not to be taken in their literal sense; and Athanasius
admonishes us that “ should we understand sacred writ
according to the letter, we should fall into the most
enormous blasphemies.”

Eusebius (another Catholic authority) said: * Those
who preside over the Holy Sepulchers, philosophize over
them, and expound their literal sense by allegory.”

(Page 266.)
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THE GHOSTS OF THE DEAD TEMPLARS HAUNT THE
VATICAN.

An hundred years ago, it had become known that the
Knights Kadosh were the Templars under a veil, and
therefore the degree was proscribed, and ceasing to be
worked, became a mere belief and formal ceremony
under another name. Now, from the tomb in which,
after his murders he rotted, Clement the Fifth howls
against the successors of his victims, in the Allocution
of Pio Nono against the Free-Masons. The ghosts of
the dead Templars haunt the Vatican and disturb the
slumbers of the paralyzed Papacy, which, dreading the
dead, shrieks out its excommunications and impotent
anathemas against the living. It is a declaration of war,
and was needed to arouse apathy and inertness to ac-
tion. (Page 815.)

THREE DEGREES OF INITIATION IN EARLY CHRISTIANITY.

In the Hierachiae, attributed to St. Dionysius the
Areopagite, the first bishop of Athens, the tradition of
the sacrament is said to have been divided into three
degrees, or grades, viz.: “purification, initiation, and
accomplishment or perfection; and it mentions also, as
part of the ceremony, the bringing to sight.”

The Apostolic Constitutions, attributed to Clemens,
Bishop of Rome, describe the early Church and say:
“These regulations must on no account be communi-
cated to all sorts of persons, because of the mysteries
contained in them.”

Tertullian, who died about A.D, 216, says in his Apol-
ogy: ‘“None are admitted to the religious mysteries
without an oath in secrecy. We appeal to your Thra-
cian and Eleusinian mysteries and we are specially bound
to this caution, because if we prove faithless, we should
not only provoke Heaven, but draw upon our heads
the utmost rigor of human displeasure. And should
strangers betray us? They know nothing but by re-
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port and hearsay. Far hence, ye Profane! is the pro-
hibition from all holy mysteries.” '

SECRECY OPPOSED BY PAPAL ROME, BUT UPHELD BY EVEN
THEIR OWN BISHOPS AND ALL HISTORY.

Synesius, Bishop of Ptolemais, a great Kabalist, but
of doubtful orthodoxy, wrote:

“The people will always mock at things easy to be
understood ; it must needs have impostures.”

“ A Spirit,” he said, “ that loves wisdom and contem-
plates the Truth close at hand, is forced to disguise it,
to induce the multitudes to accept it. . . . Fictions are
necessary to the people, and Truth becomes deadly to
those who are not strong enough to contemplate it in
all its brilliancy. If the sacerdotal laws allowed the res-
ervation of judgments and the allegory of words, I would
accept the proposed dignity on condition that I might
be a philosopher at home, and abroad a narrator of
apologues and parables. . . . In fact, what can there be
in common between the vile multitude and sublime wis-
dom? The truth must be kept secret, and the masses
need a teaching proportioned to their imperfect reason.”
(Page 103.)

Bishop Synesius wrote this confession to Hypatia:
“ The rabble desires nothing better than to be deceived.
. « . As regards myself, therefore, I will always be a
philosopher with myself, but I must be a priest with the
people.” And Hypatia was later murdered by that or-
ganization of priests, who are philosophers so far as
they themselves are concerned, and “ priests ” with the
people.

SYMBOLS AND WATCHWORDS USED BY EARLY CHRISTIANS.

Clemens, Bishop of Alexandria, born about A.D. 191,
says in his Stromata, that he cannot explain the mys-
teries, because he should thereby, according to the old
proverb, put a sword into the hands of a child. He fre-
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quently compares the Discipline of the Secret with the
geathen Mysteries, as to their internal and recondite wis-
om.

Whenever the early Christians happened to be in com-
pany with strangers, more properly termed the Profane,
they never spoke of their sacraments, but indicated to
one another what they meant, by means of symbols and
secret watchwords, disguisedly, and as by direct com-
munication of mind with mind, and by enigmas.

Origen, born A.D. 134 or 135, answering Celsus, who
had objected that the Christians had a concealed doc-
trine, said: “ Inasmuch as the essential and important
doctrines and principles of Christianity are openly
taught, it is foolish to object that there are other things
that are recondite; for this is common to Christian dis-
cipline with that of those philosophers in whose teach-
ing some things were exoteric and some esoteric; and
it is enough to say that it was so with some of the disci-
ples of Pythagoras.”

The formula which the primitive church pronounced
at the moment of celebrating its mysteries, was this:
“ Depart, ye Profane! Let the Catechumens, and those
who have not been admitted or initiated, go forth!”

“ ANATHEMA TO ALL WHO ADVOCATE SECRECY!” SAY THE
POPES.

Archelaus, Bishop of Cascara in Mesopotamia, who,
in the year 278, conducted a controversy with the Mani-
chzans, said: “ These mysteries the church now com-
municates to him who has passed through the introduc-
tory degree. They are not explained to the Gentiles at
all; nor are they taught openly in the hearing of Cate-
chumens ; but much that is spoken is in disguised terms,
that the Faithful who possess the knowledge may be
still more informed, and those who are not acquainted
with it, may suffer no disadvantage.”

Cyril, Bishop of Jerusalem, was born in the year 315,
and died in 385. In his Catechesis, he says: “The
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Lord spake in parables to his hearers in general; but
to his disciples he explained in private the parables and
allegories which he spoke in public. The splendor of
glory is for those who are early enlightened; obscurity
and darkness are the portion of the unbelievers and ig-
norant. Just so the church discovers its mysteries to
those who have advanced beyond the class of Catechu-
mens; we employ obscure terms with others.”

St. Basil, the Great Bishop of Casarea, born in the
year 326, and dying in the year 376, says: “ We receive
the dogmas transmitted to us by writing, and those which
have descended to us from the Apostles, beneath the
mystery of oral tradition; for several things have been
handed to us without writing, lest the vulgar, too fa-
miliar with our dogmas, should lose a due respect for
them. This is what the uninitiated are not permitted
to contemplate; and how should it ever be proper to
write and circulate among the people an account of
them?”

St. Gregory Nazianzen, Bishop of Constantinople,
A.D. 379, says: “ You have heard as much of the mys-
tery as we are allowed to speak openly in the ears of
all; the rest will be communicated to you in private;
and that you must retain within yourself. . . . Our mys-
teries are not to be made known to strangers.”

St. Ambrose, Archbishop of Milan, who was born in
340, and died in 393, says in his work De Mysteriis:
“ All the mystery should be kept concealed, guarded by
faithful silence, lest it should be inconsiderately divulged
to the ears of the Profane. . . . It is not given to all
to contemplate the depths of our mysteries . . . that
they may not be seen tgl' those who ought not to behold
them ; nor received by those who cannot preserve them.”
And in another work: “ He sins against God who di-
vulges to the unworthy the mysteries confided to him.
The danger is not merely in violating truth, but in telling
truth, if he allow himself to give hints of them to those
from whom they ought to be concealed. . . . Beware of
casting pearls before swine! , . . Every mystery ought
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to be kept secret; and as it were to be covered over by
silence, lest it should rashly be divulged to the ears of
the Profane. Take heed that you do not incautiously
reveal the mysteries.”

INITIATION AND SECRET TEACHING A PART OF EARLY
CHRISTIANITY.

St. Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, who was born in
347 A.D., and died in 430 A.D., says in one of his dis-
courses: “ Having dismissed the Catechumens, we have
retained you only to be our hearers; because, besides
those things which belong to all Christians in common,
we are not to discourse to you of sublime mysteries,
which none are qualified to hear, but those who, by the
Master’s favor, are made partakers of them. ... To
have taught them openly, would have been to betray
them.” And he refers to the Ark of the Covenant, and
says that it signified a mystery, or secret of God, shad-
owed over by the cherubim of glory, and honored by
being veiled.

St. Chrysostom and St. Augustine speak of initiation
more than fifty times. St. Ambrose writes to those who
are initiated; and initiation was not merely baptism, or
admission into the church; but it referred to initiation
into the mysteries, To the baptized and initiated the
mysteries of religion were unveiled; they were kept se-
cret from the Catechumens; who were permitted to hear
the Scriptures read and the ordinary discourses deliv-
ered, in which the mysteries, reserved for the Faithful,
were never treated of. When the services and prayers
were ended, the Catechumens and Spectators all with-
drew.

Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, was born in
354, and died in 417. He says, “ I wish to speak openly,
but I dare not, on account of those who are not initi-
ated. I shall therefore avail myself of disguised terms,
discoursing in a shadowy manner. . . . Where the holy
mysteries are celebrated, we drive away all uninitiated
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persons, and then close the doors.” He mentions the
acclamations of the initiated, which he says, “ I here pass
over in silence for it is forbidden to disclose such things
to the Profane.” Palladius, in his life of Chrysostom,
records, as a great outrage, that, a tumult having been
excited against him by his enemies, they forced their
way into the penetralia, where the uninitiated beheld
what was not proper for them to see; and Chrysostom
mentions the same circumstances in his epistle to Pope
Innocent.

St. Cyril of Alexandria, who was made Bishop in 412,
and died in 444, says in his seventh Book against Julian:
“ These mysteries are so profound and so exalted, that
they can be comprehended by those only who are en-
lightened. I shall not, therefore, attempt to speak of
what is so admirable in them, lest by discovering them
to the uninitiated, I should offend against the injunction
not to give what is holy to the impure, nor cast pearls
before such as cannot estimate their worth. ... I
should say much more, if I were not afraid of being
heard by those who are uninitiated ; because men are apt
to deride what they do not understand. And the ig-
norant, being aware of the weakness of their minds,
condemn what they ought most to venerate.”

Theodoret, Bishop of Cyropolis in Syria, was born in
393, and made bishop in 420. In one of his three Di-
alogues, called the Immutable, he introduces Ortho-
doxus, speaking thus: ‘ Answer me, if you please, in
mystical or obscure terms; for perhaps there are some
persons present who are not initiated into the mys-
teries.” And in his preface to Ezekiel, tracing up the
secret discipline to the commencement of the Christian
era, he says: “ These mysteries are so august, that we
ought to keep them with the greatest caution.”

“ SIGNS AND TOKENS,”

Minucius Felix, an eminent lawyer of Rome, lived in
212, and wrote a defense of Christianity, saying:
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“ Many of them (the Christians) know each other by
tokens and signs (motis et insignibus) and they form a
friendship for each other, almost before they become ac-

quainted.” (Pages 543, 544, 545, 546 and 547.)

TRUTH TAUGHT BY PYTHAGORAS, A MASON; OPPOSED BY
PAPAL ROME.

Thales and Pythagoras learned in the Sanctuaries of
Egypt, that the Earth revolved around the Sun; but
they did not attempt to make this generally known, be-
cause to do so it would have been necessary to reveal
one of the great Secrets of the Temple, that double law
of attraction and radiation; or of sympathy and an-
tipathy ; of fixedness and movement; which is the prin-
ciple of Creation, and the perpetual cause of life. This
truth was ridiculed by the Christian Lactantius, as it
was long after sought to be proven a falsehood by perse-
cution, by Papal Rome.” (Page 843.)

MAN SUPREME OVER INSTITUTIONS.

Truths are the springs from which duties flow; and
it is but a few hundred years since a new Truth began
to be distinctly seen; that man is supreme over institu-
tions, and not they over him. Man has natural empire
over all institutions. They are for him according to
his development ; not he for them.

This seems to us a very simple statement, one to which
all men, everywhere, ought to assent. But once it was
a great new Truth, not revealed until government had
been in existence for at least five thousand years. Once
revealed, it imposed new duties on men. Man owed
it to himself to be free. He owed it to his country to
seek to give her freedom, and to maintain her in that
possession. It made Tyranny and Usurpation the ene-
mies of the Human Race. It created a general outlawry
of Despots and Despotism, temporal and spiritual. The
sphere of Duty was immensely enlargecf Patriotism
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had, henceforth a new and wider meaning. Free gov-
ernment, Free Thought, Free Conscience, Free Speech!
All these came to be inalienable rights, which those who
had parted with them or been robbed of them, or whose
ancestors had lost them, had the right summarily to re-
take. Unfortunately as Truths always become per-
verted into falsehoods, and are falsehoods when misap-
plied, this Truth became the Gospel of Anarchy, soon
after it was first preached. (Pages 23 and 24.)

Civil and religious Freedom must go hand in hand;
and Persecution matures them both. A people content
with the thoughts made for them by the priests of the
church, will be content with Royalty by Divine Right,
Th the Church and the Throne mutually sustaining each
other.

They will smother schism, and reap infidelity and in-
difference; and while the battle for freedom goes on
around them, they will only sink the more apathetically
into servitude and a deep trance, perhaps occasionally
interrupted by furious bits of frenzy, followed by help-
less exhaustion.

Despotism is not difficult in any land that has only
known one master from its Childhood; but there is no
harder problem than to perfect and perpetuate free gov-
ernment by the people themselves; for it is not one king
that is needed, all must be kings. It is easy to set up
Masaniello, that in a few days he may fall lower than
before. But free government grows slowly, like the in-
dividual human faculties; and like the forest trees, from
the inner heart outward. Liberty is not only the com-
mon birth-right, but it is lost as well by non-user as by
mis-user. It depends far more on the universal effort
than any other human property. It has no single shrine
or holy well of pilgrimage for the nation; for its waters
should burst out freely from the whole soil.

The free popular power is one that is only known in
its strength in the hour of adversity; for all its trials,
sacrifices and expectations are its own. It is trained to
think for itself, and also to act for itself, When the
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enslaved people prostrate themselves in the dust before
the hurricane, like the alarmed beasts of the field, the
free people stand erect before it, in all the strength of
unity, in self-reliance, in mutual reliance, with effrontery
against all but the visible hand of God. It is neither
cast down by calamity nor elated by success.

This vast power of endurance, of forbearance, of pa-
tience, and of performance, is only acquired by contin-
ual exercise of all the functions, like the healthful physi-
cal human vigor, like the individual moral vigor.

And the maxim is no less true than old, that eternal
vigilance is the price of liberty. It is curious to observe
the universal pretext by which the tyrants of all times
take away the national liberties. It is stated in the
statutes of Edward II, that the justice and the sheriff
should no longer be elected by the people on account
of the riots and dissensions which had arisen. The same
reason was given long before for the suppression of pop-
ular election of the bishops; and there is a witness to
this untruth in the yet older times, when Rome lost her
freedom, and her indignant citizens declared that tumul-
tuous liberty is better than disgraceful tranquillity.

(Pages 33 and 34.)

DOMINATION OF THE WILL OF OTHERS, A DOCTRINE OF
PAPAL ROME.

The thirst for power isnever satisfied. It is insatiable.
Neither men nor nations ever have power enough.
‘When Rome was the mistress of the world, the Emper-
ors caused themselves to be worshiped as gods. The
Church of Rome claimed despotism over the soul, and
over the whole life from the cradle to the grave. It
gave and sold absolutions for past and future sins. It
claimed to be infallible in matters of faith. It deci-
mated Europe to purge it of heretics. It decimated
America to convert the Mexicans and Peruvians. It
gave and took away thrones; and by excommunication
and interdict closed the gates of Paradise against Na-
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tions. Spain, haughty with its dominion over the In-
dies, endeavored to crush out Protestantism in the Neth-
erlands; while Philip the Second married the Queen of
England, and the pair sought to win that kingdom back
to its allegiance to the Papal throne. Afterwards Spain
attempted to conquer it with her “ invincible ” Armada.
Napoleon set his relatives and captains on thrones, and
parceled among them half of Europe. The Czar rules
over an empire more gigantic than Rome. The history
of all is or will be the same — acquisition, dismember-
ment, ruin. There is & judgment of God against all
that is unjust.

To seek to subjugate the will of others and take the
soul captive, because it is the exercise of the highest
power, seems to be the highest object of human ambi-
tion. It is at the bottom of all proselyting and propa-
gandism, from that of Mesmer to that of the Church of
Rome and the French Republic. That was the apos-
tolate alike of Joshua and of Mahomet. Masonry alone
preaches Toleration, the right of man to abide by his
own faith, the right of all States to govern themselves.
It rebukes alike the monarch who seeks to extend his
dominions by conquest, the Church that claims the right
to repress heresy by fire and steel, and the confederation
of States that insist on maintaining a union by force
and restoring brotherhood by slaughter and subjugation.

(Pages 74 and 75.)

ROME HOWLS FOR MORALITY — IN OTHERS!!

If Masonry needed to be justified for imposing polit-
ical as well as moral duties on its initiates, it would be
enough to point to the sad history of the world. It
would not even need that she should turn back the pages
of history to the chapters written by Tacitus; that she
should recite the incredible horrors of despotism under
Caligula and Domitian, Caracalla and Commodus, Vitel-
lius and Maximin. She need only point to the centuries
of calamity through which the gay French nation
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passed; to the oppression of the Feudal Ages, of
the selfish Bourbl:rjxgkiggs; to those times when the peas-
ants were robbed and slaughtered by their own lords and
princes, like sheep ; when the lord claimed the first-fruits
of the peasant’s marriage-bed; when the captured city
was given to merciless rape and massacre; when the
State prisons groaned with innocent victims, and the
Church blessed the banners of pitiless murderers, and
sang Te Deums for the crowning mercy of the Eve of
St. Bartholomew.

We might turn over the pages, to a later chapter —
that of the reign of the Fifteenth Louis, when young
girls, hardly more than children, were kidnaped to serve
his lusts; when letires de chachet filled the Bastile with
persons accused of no crime; with husbands who were
in the way of the pleasures of lascivious wives and of
villlains wearing orders of nobility; when the people
were ground between the upper and the nether mill-
stone of taxes, customs and excises; and when the
Pope’s Nuncio and the Cardinal de la Roche-Ayman,
devoutly kneeling, one on each side of Madame du
Barry, the ki.ng’s abandoned prostitute, put the slippers
on her naked feet, as she rose from the adulterous bed.
Then, indeed, suffering and toil were the two forms of
man, and the people were but beasts of burden. (Page

27.)
ROME CRUSHES FREE THOUGHT.

Rome, more intolerant of heresy than of vice and
crime, came to fear the Templar Order, and fear is al-
ways cruel. It has always deemed philosophical truth
the most dangerous of heresies, and has never been at a
loss for a false accusation, by means of which to crush
free thought. (Page 820.)

EARLY CHRISTIANITY LED ASTRAY,

We may be sure that so soon as Religion and Phi-
losophy become distinct departments, the mental activity
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of the age is in advance of its Faith; and that, though
habit may sustain the latter for a time, its vitality is
gone,

The dunces who led primitive Christianity astray, by
substituting faith for science, reverie for experience, the
fantastic for thzdrality, :mleI the inquisitors,fwho, for so
many ages waged against Magism a war of extermina-
tion, have succeeded in shrouding in darkness the
ancient discoveries of the human mind; so that we now
grope in the dark to find again the key of the phenomena

of nature, (Page 732.)



MASONRY!
4 l VO a Mason the subject of Masonry should fur-

nish inspiration, especially in the presence of

such an assemblage and upon such an occasion.
All the more so because it is a subject of ample scope
upon which to expend the powers of oratory in the effort
to quicken the interest by touching the emotions; or by
means of study and comparison Masonry will tax the
scholarship of him who delves deeply enough into the
rubbish of the débris of ages long since past.

Between these two methods I must be content to dis-
charge the duty I have assumed in accepting the invita-
tion of your committee; as I can claim, only a deep in-
terest in that which is a common bond among us all;
oratory is not my forte; and my limitations have long
since taught me respect for the scholarship to which I
aspire and cannot hope to attain.

Let us not attempt to define “ Masonry” cate-

orically ; rather let us come to some understanding of
it from that which it teaches.

At this point I can do no better than to quote that
man among men, and a Great Mason, Albert Pike, who
says in “ Morals and Dogma ”:

“ Freemasonry is the subjugation of the Human that
is in man, by the Divine; the Conquest of the Appetites
and Passions by the Moral Sense and the Reason; a
continual effort, struggle and warfare of the Spiritual
against the Material and Sensual. That victory, when
it has been achieved and secured and the conqueror may
rest upon his shield and wear the well earned laurels,
1s the true Holy Empire.” Page 8354. Now read on

1QOration “Maundy Thursday” Banquet, April, 1912, Min-
neapolis, Minn,

72
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page 773 of “ Morals and Dogma ” and note how closely
the foregoing approximates to what the Ancient Spirit-
ual Science designates as the Great Work.

We thus see that Masonry teaches something, the
practice of which leads to the acquisition of the greatest
of all possessions, and that is — self-possession. It con-
cerns itself with the building of human character, and
webl;now character is that which a man knows himself
to

Character building is not taught alone by Masonry;
all religions deal with the same problem by inculcating
moral precepts as a basis for conduct. The important
matter is, that in Masonry is preserved the ethics of all
religions. That is why Masonry is religious but not a
religion.

In bringing to you some of the results of my studies,
I do so, simply as a student ; with no desire to bring you
to see things as do I; but simply that matters not usually
considered by Masonic writers may be touched upon, to
show that points of agreement, instead of points of dif-
ference, may teach more than those who took the re-
sponsibility of shaping the course of thought in the
formative period of our era, were willing to concede.

.Thus upon me rests the responsibility of the trend of
my remarks; because that is after all Masonic, in the
sense that individual responsibility is at the basis of the
building of the “ temple not made with hands.”

As I stand here it occurs to me that the question
“ What is Masonry?” might precede a consideration of
the more general topic —" Masonry.” Our answers to
such a question would doubtless be as varied as there
are minds, here, to consider it.

Masonry in its present form and as we now confer the
degrees is a somewhat modern institution, dating back
to the building corporations of the Middle Ages. But
even these must have had an antitype from which they
derived their peculiar character, such for instance as the
Roman College of artificers which existed 700 B.C. But
Masonry is more than its forms and ceremonies, its
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rules and :guhhons. It is not so much when Masonry
had its birth; it is of more importance to discover its
real origin and purpose through a study of that which
it teaches.

Now in 1717 A. p. in England it is said “ a great Light
came to Masonry,” since which time that date is spoken
of as the revival of our ancient order, '

We are challenged by a Rev. Father Drury in the
question box of “ Home and Country ” to show a single
historical reference that will carry Masonry back any
farther than 1717 A.D.

It is of no great importance to reply to criticism from
our enemies; it is of importance that we know the ani-
mus of such attacks, and to be able to rest securely in
the fact that Masonry as an institution is impregnable.

But we must not forget that liberty belongs only to
those who can win it; and won it was by our fore-
fathers and the Masonic founders of this republic. To
us belongs the privilege, as well as duty, to demonstrate
by our acts, that liberty is deserved only by those who
know how to keep it.

To return to the date 1717 — the revival of Masonry.
Now in Central Park, New York City, there is an obe-
lisk, which Commander Gorringe of the United States
Navy removed from Alexandria, Egypt, to its present
Jocation. To make a long as well as an interesting story
short, I will say that under the pedestal, on which the
obelisk stood in Egypt, were several things of Masonic
interest; a trowel, cemented to one of the stones; a pure
white stone, polished and of true cubical form; also a
stone marked by tool marks showing it was intentionally -
made rough; another stone cut into the form of a car-
penter’s trying square; still another one showing an
ancient Egyptian cubit gauge and some hieroglyphics on
a trestle board spelling part of the word “ temple.”

The officers of the Grand Lodge of Egypt were pres-
ent at the request of Commander Gorringe — who sent
for them as soon as the trowel had been discovered. It
is not nevessary to state that the stones found, corre-
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spond to what we call the rough and perfect ashlers,
the square and the gauge. Other points of interest
might be mentioned, but I hasten to state that the bronze
crabs, which held the obelisk to the pedestal were in-
scribed, as follows:

“Anno VIII Augusti Cesaris Barbarus praef
Aegypti posvit Architectante Pontio.”

Which is to say “In the Eighth year of Augustus
Cesar Barbarus prefect of Egypt placed. Pontius ar-
chitect.” This was in the year 22 B.cC.

Recalling again the fact that 1717 is spoken of as a
revival of Masonry, let us note the historical fact that
Iamblichus, a student to whom Pythagoras taught the
ancient mysteries, fearing that those who rule by con-
trolling their fellows by the powers of ignorance, super-
stition, and fear, would make way with the opponents
of despotism — put into writing some of the ancient
teaching, ancient even in the time of Pythagoras who
lived in the s5th century B.cC.

To read the writings of Iamblichus would be like
reading to you part of the E. A, lecture; it touches upon
temperance, fortitude, prudence and justice; inculcates
morality as essentially necessary to the seeker after
truth, because to know the truth comes only to him who
is true.

Pythagoras “traveled in foreign countries, was ini-
tiated into various orders of the priesthood, and raised
to the sublime degree of M. M.” Egypt, Chaldea, and
India, were visited by him, and to this day he is remem-
bered in India by the name— Yavanacharya or the
Ionian teacher.

He taught the heliocentric system, the metaphysical
trinity ; God as the Universal Mind; and he was profi-
cient in astronomy, music and geometry. He knew the
“ mysteries " because he was an initiate.

But “ what are the mysteries ”— they are not what
some writers would have us believe them to be. The
word “ mystery” is derived from the Greek “muo” to
close the mauth. Every symbol of the ancient mysteries
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had a hidden meaning; its highest application referred
to the spiritual nature of man, and the powers of the
Soul whereby the earnest student could prove for him-
self the reality of the spiritual world, and thus convert
a longing hope and a fervent faith into real knowledge.

'Il‘lhe fundamental ideas of Masonry are concerned
with:

1st. Deity — that principle of principles, symbolically
referred to as the Grand Architect of the Universe,

2d. The conscious self-identity of the Soul of man
independent of the physical body; and this is the 2oth
century way of stating the problem of the ages “if a
man die, shall he live again.”

3d. The interdependence of humanity upon its indi-
vidual units, whose real happiness is conserved in ren-
dering service to humanity, and it is this principle that
unites us into a sacred band of brothers the world over.

In these fundamental ideas, common to all religions
of the world, we discover the principle of universality.
Thus we see the reason why Masonry has preserved it-
self as a unit through a succession of ages, and it has
taught morality as the fundamental ethical principle in
all religions, without which principle, all other teachings
lose their effectiveness.

The watchful student soon discovers these two facts:
hl. Things cannot be understood where first he meets
them.

2. In the words of Max Miiller: “He who knows
only one religion, knows none.”

Pushing back our inquiries ; studying by the compara-
tive method and holding to the idea — to first look for
points of agreement — we find the fundamental princi-
ples of Masonry at the fountain head of Brahmanism,
Buddhism, Parseeism, and the Religion of the Ancient
Egyptians, the mysteries of Greece, the teachings of
Pythagoras, Plato, Plotinus and the teachings held by
Origen, the only one of the Fathers of the Church who
stood by his obligation as an Initiate, and who saw
great possibilities to humanity, if the real truth were
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only handed on. But— what happened? He was de-
graded for obscure reasons to the rank of a layman by
the Priests of the early church, since which time the rule
has been enforced with an iron hand —“ Don’t do as I
do—but do as I say.” Ignorance, in countries under
the domination of those responsible for Origen’s down-
fall ranks in educational standards, from 55 per cent.
to 89 per cent. of illiteracy.

Strange to say, the world ever since the beginning
of the Christian era, has allowed its thinkers to be im-
molated upon the rack, derided by carping critics, and
the higher evolution of humanity immeasurably re-
tarded.

But little of the real truth has filtered down through
the ages.

Let us see if we can find out why.

To begin with, the term “ operative Mason” in its
highest aspect, also alludes to him who by “living the
life” awakens the spiritual faculties of his intelligence
and thus converts those “ intuitive convictions which we
denominate Faith” into a personal experience, which
forms the basis of knowledge by which the hope of
immortality broadens into an ever widening conscious-
ness of its reality.

This is why speculative Masonry is so far interwoven
with religion (or “the application of the facts of
science and the conclusions of philosophy to individual
life and conduct”) as to lay us under obligation to
rationally apply our knowledge of the moral principles
of Freemasonry to individual life and conduct. Be-
cause such living opens the higher faculties, and the
contemplative soon see why every recognized duty must
be performed cheerfully—and how necessary it is to
exercise that form of self-control which shall install
the wiLL as the Master of the Lodge — within. These
individuals always find it difficult to pass on the * good
news ”— or to spread the Gospel because their message
emancipates the individual from bondage and from
servitude. Their message favors independent thinking;
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their teaching indicates that “ man’s value to himself as
an individual is the only sure and true measure of his
value as an active, living factor in the social organism
of which he is a part.” This is Masonry.

In all ages men have aggregated themselves into large
organizations to force education along lines which teach,
that, “ man has but one value; a value to the great or-
ganization of which he is a part.” By iron rule and
despotic power, the individuals belonging to such an
aggregate body are forcibly molded to religiously accept
the Moral sentence that “his greatest value to himself
is measured by the degree to which his individual Will,
intelligence and conscience are subject to the domination
and control of that aggregate body of which he is a
part” This is not Masonry. Not even Religion. It
is Despotism.

Am I too sanguine in the hope that my theme has been
clearly enough developed up to this point, to suggest,
that our ancient brethren wrought in operative, as well
as speculative Masonry?

If not, then it is proper to call to mind the fact that
every ancient nation had its mysteries; its secret teach-
ings, in which the candidate was taught the idea of One
God ; the Brotherhood of Man; and the Immortality of
the Soul.

This is true of human evolution, from the cradle of
the present race of mankind in central Asia on down to
our own times.

Every religion from time immemorial had its secret
teaching for those who “were duly and truly pre-
pared ” to receive it, and each had its popular story for
the less advanced.

In the early days of Christianity, the candidate was
initiated through three degrees before he came into full
fellowship with his brethren. Is it not easy, then, to
see why so little has come down to us concerning the
real teachings of the ancient religions and why so much
uncertainty attaches to the “ Divine Instructors who have
appeared on earth to teach truth and morality to men.”
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Are these points worth consideration in connection
with the symbolism of the “ three steps”?

The ritual gives many valuable hints as to what is
necessary to ‘“ building the temple not made with hands,”
and further indicates that by practicing the moral prin-
ciples taught in Masonry, we shall erect that temple
“ eternal — in the heavens.” And the five steps aid us
in acquiring our bearings so that by using the “ working
tools” of will and reason we may keep our character
building along right lines. Masonry thus puts the re-
sponsibility upon the builder, because after the design
has been furnished us, and after the Great Architect has
presented us with “ consciousness as the receiving fac-
ulty of the Soul ”; and further endowed us with “the
ability to make a free, independent, and self-conscious
choice, by means of the Will ”— we must build true or
false —right or wrong. We must grow or atrophy.
In the vernacular, it is “ up to us.” “To beaman” is
to recognize this duality in manifested nature and to
realize that the “individual intelligence” is the 2oth
century name for the Soul.

An ancient symbol is the pentagram or g-pointed
star, and our ancient sages referred to it as a symbol of
“an instrument, complete as the world and as accurate
as mathematics ” because it symbolized the human, or
the individual intelligence.

The one point directed upward referred to the as-
cendency of our better or divine nature; the two points
directed upward referred to the destructive process
working in the nature of man.

Now in the Vedas, that “ Great Light of the Hindus ”
the mind of man is referred to as the 5 principle, and
the word “man” is derived from the Sanscrit root
“mu” of the verb “to think.” Thus it is that the
pentagram is a symbol because it is a concrete repre-
sentation of an abstract idea.

Still keeping to the symbol of the number five, let us
recall the five orders of architecture, and the facts that
“ to the Greeks and not to the Romans, we are indebted
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for that which is great, judicious and distinct in archi-
tecture,” and then refresh our memory that it was in
the Augustan age, in the year 36 B.c., that, Marcus
Vitruvius Pollio was permitted to give to posterity the
rules of construction of ancient temples, particularly
those of Greece; his revelations can only be studied
esoterically as Vitruvius was an initiate in the Ancient
Mysteries, and his rules of proportion are those taught
anciently by initiation. He too drank at the same foun-
tain of wisdom, as did our friends and brothers before
him — Plato and Pythagoras.

The ancient canon of proportion is part of the secret
knowledge of the sages of old — a knowledge long since
monumented in the Great Pyramid and in the temples
of Egypt, Assyria, and India. Modern skill can but
imitate until it shall gain access to that wisdom locked
up in glyph and in symbol, the key to which lies hidden
in that miracle of miracles — man.

At the foundation of all religions is a secret teaching,
based upon real knowledge of nature and of man. By
its symbols that teaching may be traced into the very
night of time. The divine instructors of early man did
not invent arbitrary signs, they followed nature when-
ever possible.

The theme I have tried to develop, from the ritual
itself, as appropriate to Maundy Thursday, may be
summed up in the statement, that, the true Mason in
ancient as well as in modern times is one who constantly
strives to come to independent conclusions by rational
thought, putting every truth to use, and striving to
live the life in accord with that which his own reason
and his own conscience point out as embodying his own
moral standard of right.

This is the burden of the teachings of all religions
and all philosophies of old that would have man unfold
the Divinity within, by the aid of knowledge in place of
ignorance; self-reliance in place of fear; and individual
responsibility in place of superstition.

And this is — Masonry.



A PORTION OF THE FIELD OF MASONIC
STUDY?

ASONRY has a history, a literature and a phi-
losophy. The study of Masonry may be ap-

proached through any of the foregoing
divisions. Their relative value depends largely on one’s
accumulated knowledge, together with the use he wishes
to make of the “ further knowledge ” he will acquire as
a student of Masonry.

Masonry is an institution, modern in the sense that
it was revived in 1717 A.D. Ancient in the sense that
in all ages, among all civilized people, there have been
associations of individuals, holding sacredly the idea of:

1. God (The Great Architect of the Universe).

2. The Brotherhood of Man (Service to Humanity).

3. The Immortality of the Soul (the conscious self-
identity of the Individual Intelligence (the Soul) inde-
pendent of the physical body).

These three may be called a Masonic Trinity.

In rare instances the knowledge of immortality
through a definite personal experience has been obtained
before death. It has been the priceless jewel obtained
by the living of a life in accord with the highest ideals
of justice and morality of the individual attempting to
seek real mastership.

In all ages a few have lived the life, gained the ex-
perience, and made the demonstration in complete veri-
fication of what our Brother Jesus, a Master, said:
and what has been put on record by one of the patron
Saints of Masonry, St. John, chapter xiv, 12, viz., Jesus
encouraged his disciples to persist in their studies and
good works by telling them, that they could equal all

1 The Masonic Bibliophile, Agril to June, 1912
1
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that he did, and do greater works even than he (Jesus)
was doing. He also told them, more than once, that,
by living the life and thus knowing the doctrine, they
too would become Sons of God.

When we recall to our minds that the early Christians
were a secret order, we cease to wonder at the many
creeds and dogmas clustering about the simple life of
Jesus and the very few things he himself left in the
spoken word. Look up the New Testament in *“ Every-
man’s Library” and note the few words of Jesus, all
printed in short lines.

The truth is not past finding out, but the individual
who really wants to know must do the searching, for
reasons which will unfold to him, as he travels the
rough and rugged road to the intellectual heights of the
Himalayas.

Masonry has preserved for “ future generations,” the
ethics of every religion, because these principles are at
the foundation of either a personal demonstration of,
or a real Faith in, the eternal question —* if a man die,
shall he live again.” Morality (ethics or conduct) is
the corner stone for that “ spiritual building not made
with hands.” Without morality, the teachings of any
religion lose all their effectiveness. It is true, that
priests can keep their communicants in ignorance, and
rule them by fear, by preying upon their superstitions;
but this is not religion, it is despotism. It has made
rivers of blood flow in the past; done in the name of
religion ; but done for love of power, for worldly wealth
at the expense of the poor and oppressed. It can and
will be repeated, if we who differ with despotic princi-
ples, allow it to be repeated.

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER.

Masonry has at all times fostered the spread of knowl-
edge, and it has done well. Security for our free gov-
ernment depends upon the education of our children;
and this depends upon a continuance of the free public
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schools. Under no circumstances should we permit any
part of public money, no matter how raised, to be di-
verted to the support of any sectarian school or for
any purpose of such sectarian school. Educational
work is not alone the duty of teachers in our schools
and colleges. It is your duty, and mine, as well, to
“ foster those institutions that have to do with the gen-
eral diffusion of knowledge.” These are the wise words
of Washington, man and Mason, and he knew whereof
he spoke. The root of the matter is in our public
schools; criticism and attacks are hurled against them
and the Church of Rome leads the van of carping crit-
ics.
EDUCATION,

Education is a process. The word means to “ draw
out” or “bring into view.” We cannot “draw out”
what is not there. So education is not pouring into
weary heads a lot of information, much of which will
be lost or forgotten. It is rather the development of
the individual’s faculties, capacities and powers. Books,
lessons, etc., are the means to an end. We never reach
the end. After school and college days are over, we
are likely to become “ busy ” and the educational or de-
velopment process goes much more slowly.

There comes a time when the longing “to know”
reappears. This time it filters through our being, after
perhaps, years of drifting, doubt, -lenial and indifference.
At this point, I can say, that I know of no other line of
research that ““ proves up” like the study of Masonry.
One cannot read as he runs, for real Masonry requires
personal effort on the part of all who want to know.
Information gleaned from various sources, demands
thought ; points require further study; and after a time
we reach the plane of understanding and the effort is
worth all it costs,
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AN EXPERIENCE.

As a student of medicine, psychology afforded the
writer much interesting reading, it touched the mysteries
of his own being, and gave a restful respite from the, to
him, more arduous studies of anatomy and pathology.
He ceased to wonder why some evidence of the Soul
was not forthcoming in the wonderful revelations of
the dissecting room. Psychology pointed toward the
living man as the place for Soul study. The last place
li:) dthe world to look for a living Soul, is in a dead

y.

An important matter in Psychol is the study of
the religious experience of individuals and nations.
This formed the stepping stone to much reading of com-
parative religion, and then to a study of the ancient civ-
ilizations in which the ancient religions flourished. All
of this was but the prelude, unrecognized at the time,
then came the writer’s initiation into Masonry; and
later the careful study of the ritual as an officer in the
Blue Lodge, and an interested worker in some of the
higher degrees.

The writer can look back to a time when he was re-
peatedly surprised to find in symbols, traces of our an-
cient order in the far distant past. Now the surprise
would be, not to find these traces in all ages and among
all nations, from the dawn of civilization to the present
hour.

SECRET TEACHING BACK OF ALL RELIGION.

While making no claim to expert scholarship, it has
been a labor of great personal satisfaction to trace the
“ secret teaching ” back of all religions, in every nation
from time immemorial down to the present time.

In symbolism the “old ” teaching is ever alive, and
it is the inspiration of the “new ” teaching of to-day.
The field of study is very wide; it will bear deep culti-
vation, and yield a harvest of golden grain of thought,
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which will aggregate more than enough for all nations,
but harvesters are needed.

Personal effort is the sine qua non of success in this
work. The books mentioned should start one on the
road. If the student really desires to know, but little
else is needed than to drop him the hint.

AS IT IS TO-DAY.

By way of illustration, the student of Masonry, might
with profit, survey the field of Masonic activity to-day.

The candidate is early told: “ Follow your guide,”
and he does so with interest increasing at every step, as
the ritual unfolds to his consciousness. He is impressed
that Masonry means something, and hopes to know
“ what it means > as he “ progresses.”

The candidate is made an E. A. and sees seven or
eight brethren aside from the officers in attendance. At
his examination, he may see a few more. The F. C.
degree calls out the usual corporal’s guard. Then be-
cause the class is large, or because one is called away,
the third degree is given on two different evenings, at
the first of which the attendance is small, because no
supper, no speeches, no added attraction is scheduled.
But when the second evening comes around, and special
attractions are advertised, the lodge room is well filled,
if not jammed. The candidates make comparison and
draw conclusions. They hear funny stories, most of
which they cannot tell to “ any lady ” as Pat Casey says.
Now and then they hear that Washington and his com-
patriots were Masons, and that the order is very old and
very honorable; and that the symbols of Masonry have
a deep significance, all of which is interesting; then it
bewilders, and finally these candidates join the ranks
of the “lost interest” regiment.

The Grand Lodges provide a ritual, after its lessons
and teachings have been imparted, the candidate is
treated to the “ fourth degree ” and is jokingly told that
his money paid for it, and then listens to what different
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speakers are “reminded of "—and fails to note any
apology on the part of anyone, for the brand of “re-
minders.”

Now this is not the rule, but it is all too frequently
the case, because nothing has been planned out of a dii-
ferent nature.

AS IT MAY BE — PROVIDED — |

Suppose for instance, that every Lodge had at least
one member sufficiently interested to attend the Ma-
sonic Study School ten times in a year, and that he was
given an opportunity to suggest some Masonic topic for
discussion; indicate some short Masonic article to be
read; or propose the name of some well informed
Brother to make a short, but studious talk early in the
work of the “4th degree” and not at the time, when
everyone is rushing for the last car. Suppose all of
this, now how long would it be until at least one special
meeting in a year were devoted to Masonic Instruction
other than degree work. How long would Masons in
Hamilton County be satisfied with one Masonic Study
School, wherein to pursue the deeper study of the won-
derful teachings that have come down to us from time
immemorial.

As Brother students searching for the Truth, desirous
of gaining knowledge that will best aid in the evolution
of the individuals and aid the uplift of the great orphan
— humanity — we have the basis for approaching any
and all questions in the right spirit. Not for the pur-
pose of indoctrinating anyone, not for the purpose of
inculcating time worn dogmas, nor for the purpose of
engrafting any creed upon anyone, but for the sole pur-
pose of searching our own Soul for those experiences
which are common to all students, who are really de-
sirous of possessing Truth for its own sake.

“ Many are called but few are chosen ”— the choos-
ing is an individual matter. One becomes a Mason of
his “own free will and accord.” One must choose to
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study Masonry, it cannot be forced upon him, as it is
worse than useless to offer any inducement to start on
the rough and rugged road that leads to real knowledge.

THE SPIRITUAL ORIGIN OF RELIGIONS.

Numerous topics come forward as we write—all
having had more or less consideration at our various
meetings. But we pause to pass them in review in the
endeavor to select just one more that will be of interest
to those who may listen to, or read what is here written.
One topic, that of the origin of religions, ought to be of
sufficient general interest to hold the attention of all, as
it has been so misunderstood as to have hindered the
higher evolution of the race. Whereas we all know the
intent of real religion is just the opposite.

We start in life with the ideas gleaned from our en-
vironment and early teachings. In most of us, the time
comes when doubts assail and questions torment us.
We pursue the matter to the best of our ability, or per-
haps give up the quest for the knowledge we crave.
Conflicting opinions bewilder us, and with the masses
of o;d we cry — cut bomo — what’s the good of it any
way ?

Religions by some writers are supposed to have been
elaborated from simple, and in some instances, foolish
beginnings. From the worship of the Sun, Moon and
Stars, the changes have been rung so that now we have
Christianity, with Jesus figuring as the personified Sun-
God, born at the Winter-Solstice, resurrected at the
Vernal Equinox; and Mary the Virgin, is a Zodiacal
constellation, to this day called the Queen of Heaven in
the Catholic prayer book. Or, according to other
writers, all religions had their origin in the mystery of
reproduction, the creation of a new being by conjunction
of the sexes. So that the cross is the symbol of the
male and female organs. This is phallic worship; it
may be that the covert statement often made by Catholic
priests: * Christians do not even know the real mean-
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ing of the cross” refers to this aspect of the origin of
religion. The priestly vestments are, many of them,
purely phallic in design, according to Furlong, Inman,
Jennings and others.

Books are written upon this side of the question.
They require no deep study to apprehend their meaning,
and they seem to indicate the natural evolution of the
subject; so without any investigation, people make the
world old error of thinking that things can be under-
stood where they are met with first.

RELIGIONS DO NOT DEVELOP — THEY DEGENERATE.

Many centuries of the world’s history show that reli-
gions do not develop from savage customs upward
through animal worship to totemism, thence to visions
and dreams as foundation material for ethical and moral
teachings.

Religions do not develop; they degenerate. Their
source is in the mountains of spiritual attainment. The
stream comes down through disciples and interpreters,
and steadily reaches a lower and lower plane. A
Buddha or a Paul comes to check the changes wrought
by time in the teachings of the Master. Sadly they
realize, that, to the few it is given to know the mysteries
of the kingdom of heaven; and the many have not seen
the necessity of making the personal effort to develop
the capacity to understand, so they elect to remain
“ without.”

THE GREAT TEACHERS.

A survey of the great teachers who have appeared on
earth to teach truth and morality to men is the same in
all instances.

First comes the founder. Full of knowledge gained
through years of personal effort, and so he is rich in
wisdom. Self-conquest has given him power as a nat-
ural consequence. Cheerfulness and compassion ani-
mate his every act. Unselfishness added to these virtues



MASONRY AND ITS MESSAGE 8

wins the esteem of the people. He is a man, among
men; but his greater knowledge sets him apart, and his
divinity is revealed as he passes through trial after trial
in his effort to give to the world the message wrought
out of his own being; grafting it upon the current reli-
gion, or current thought as he finds it; endeavoring to
whip the flame of spiritual life of his people into a
brighter glow; sorrowfully he sees the multitudes com-
prehendeth not; and joyfully, he teaches the few disciples
who choose to follow him, the first steps of the Truth
which shall make them free. Without dogmatism, he
lays down the propositions, which they are to solve by
a study of their own experience with their inner lives.
The criterion of Truth begins to develop in their own
souls; and they, like the Master, come to know by per-
sonal experience, the meaning of Faith, Hope and Char-
ity ; they realize the function of Pain and Sorrow ; they
understand the potency of living the life according to
one’s best judgment of right and justice.

WHAT HAPPENS?

The Master leads the disciple to live the life. Not to
view life as he does, not to accept the things he accepts,
but simply to grow along natural lines toward spiritual
development. Elrhe disciples with the Master, constitute
an association purely voluntary. They become a focal
point for the transmission of spiritual truth to humanity.
The disciples realize that the Master gave no doctrines
in dogmas or creeds to the World. He simply gave
himself, without the hope of a fee or a reward, and he
did it of his own free will and accord.

The effort of Master and disciples is to uplift the race,
by inculcating principles which if followed, will build
character, increase intelligence, foster self-reliance; in-
culcate independent thinking; abolish fear; annihilate
superstition ; and spread love and good will everywhere.

This giving of himself to those who will accept the
gift, is the central truth in the life and religion of
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Krishna, the Hindu; Osiris the Egyptian; Gautama the
Buddha; Sosiosh the Mazdean; Zoroaster the Persian;
and Jesus the Christos.

The central truth is handed down to other genera-
tions. In time, the real teaching is forgotten or lost,
because in the first place it belonged to the few to whom
it was given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of
heaven. Instead of becoming One with the Master, by
living the life; a later generation abides by the Dogma
“he gave his life that we may be saved.” The whole
tenor of the beautiful teaching is thus perverted. The
mystery remains shrouded in darkness, instead of being
solved, as solved it may be, by more light being shed
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