


LIBRARY

OF THE

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

" GIFT OF
MRS. MARY WOLFSOHN

IN MEMORY OF

HENRY WOLFSOHN







Digitized for Microsoft Corporation
by the Internet Archivein 2007.
From Internet Archive.
May be used for non-commercial, personal, research,
or educational purposes, or any fair use.
May not be indexed in a commercial service.

“









ILLUSTRATIONS

OoF

MASONRY.

BY

WILLIAM PRESTON,
i

PAST MASTER OF THE LODGE OF ANTIQUITY. ACTING BY IMMEMORIAL CONSTITUTION,

“The man, whose mind on vigtue bent,
Pursues some greatly good intent
With undiverted aim;
Serene beholds the angry crowd,
°  Nor can their clamors fierce and loud
His stubborn honor tame.’’—BLACKLOCK.

- WITH COPIOUS NOTES AND ADDITIONS,

BY

GEORGE OLIVER, D.D.,

AUTHOR OF ‘‘THE HISTORICAL LANDMARKS,” “THE HISTORY OF INITIATION,”
¢ ANTIQUITIES OF FREEMASONRY,”” “STAB IN THE EAST,”” ETC.

4 or Tue
,\@NQVERslT K4

4
“Gaurorn:~ ~ NEW YORK:
MASONIC PUBLISHING AND MANUFACTURING 0O,
432 BROOME STREET.

1867.






TO

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS
AUGUSTUS FREDERICK, DUKE OF SUSSEX,

EARL OF INVERNESS, BARON OF ARKLOW,

ENIGHT OF THE MOST NOBLE ORDER OF THE GARTER.
COLONEL OF THE HONOURABLE ARTILLERY COMPANY OF LONDON,
PRESIDENT OF THE SOCIETY FOR THE
ENCOURAGEMENT OF ARTS, MANUFACTURES, AND COMMERCE,
AND MOST WORSHIPFUL
GRAND MASTER OF THE UNITED GRAND LODGE
OF
ANCIENT FREEMASONS OF ENGLAND;

A PRINCE

HIGHLY ENDEARED TO EVERY FRIEND OII“ HUMANITY,
BUT IN AN ESPECIAL MANNER
10 THE ANCIENT AND HONOURABLE
FRATERNITY OF FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS,
ON WHOM HE HAS CONFERRED INDELIBLE OBLIGATIONS;

THIS NEW EDITION

of a Popular Trea:iise on asonry
¢ IS INSCRIBED, WITH PROFOUND 'RESPECT,
BY

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS'S

MOST DEVOTED HUMBLE SERVANT,

THE EDITOR.



S E i..u Mﬂum
Piiks -

2 5 all ."‘!'} )
,.-l}ai LL‘.tu. éz‘ : ”
"ln-r 4 ‘.gig -u Tl




PREFACE

Tue favourable reception this Treatise has met with,
in the several Editions through which it has passed,
encourages the Author to hope that its appearance on a
more enlarged scale will not render it less deserving the
countenance of his Brethren. He would be wanting in
gratitude to his friends, not to acknowledge his obliga-
tions to several gentlemen for many curious extracts, and
the perusal of some valuable manuscripts, which have
enabled him to illustrate his subject with greater accu-
racy and precision. '

This Tract is divided into four Books.—In the First
Book, the excellency of Masonry is displayed. In the
Second Book. the general plan of the subjects treated in the
three Degrees is illustrated, with occasional remarks; and
a brief description is given of the ancient Ceremonies of the
Order. This part of the Treatise, which the Author con-
siders most essential for the instruction and improvement
of his Brethren, is considerably extended in the later Edi-
tions. The Third Book contains the copy of a curious
old Manuscript on Masonry, with annotations, the better
to explain this authentic document of antiquity. The
Fourth Book is restricted to the history of Masonry from
its first appearance in England, to the year 1812,'in
which are introduced the most remarkable occurrences
of the Society, both at home and abroad, with some

! The date, of the Twelfth Edition.—EpIT.
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account of the principal Patrons and Protectors of
the Fraternity at different periods. The progress of
Masonry on the continent, as well as in India and
America, is also traced, while the proceedings of the
Brethren in Scotland particularly claim attention.
Throughout the whole are interspersed several explana-
tory notes, containing some useful information; and a
few general remarks are introduced on some of the late
publications against the Society of Freemasons.

At the end of the volume is given a collection of
Anthems and Songs; which, being occasionally intro-
duced in our assemblies, may tend greatly to enliven the
proceedmgs :

The success of this Treatise has far exceeded its merit;
the Author, therefore, shall only observe, that should
his additions or corrections be considered real improve-
ments, he will be amply gratified for any pains he may
have taken.

Dean Street, Fetter Lane,
Feb., 1822.



INTRODUCTION,

WHoEVER attentively considers the nature and ten-
dency of the Masonic Institution, must readily perceive
_ its general utility. From an anxious desire to display its
value, I have been induced to offer the following sheets
to the Public. Many reasons might have withheld me
from the attempt; my inexperience as a writer, my
attention to the duties of a laborious profession, and the
many abler hands who have treated the subject before
me: yet, under all these disadvantages, the persuasion of
friends, added to a warm zeal in the cause, have stimulated
me to risk my reputation on the fate of my perform-
ance.

When I first had the honour to be elected Master of
the Lodge, I thought it proper to inform myself fully of
the general rules of the Society, that I might be better
enabled to execute my own duty, and especially enforce
obedience in others. Themethods which I adopted with
this view, excited in some of superficial knowledge an
absolute dislike of what they considered as innovations ;
and in others, who were better informed, a jealousy of
pre-eminence which the principles of Masonry ought to
have checked. Notwithstanding these discouragements,
however, I persevered in my intention of supporting the
dignity of the Society, and of discharging with fidelity
the duties of my office. :

As candour and integrity, uninfluenced by interest
or favour, will ever support a good cause, some of my
opponents (pardon the expression) soon began to discover
their error, and cheerfully concurred in the execution
of my measures; while others, of less liberality, tacitly
aﬁproved what their former declared opinions forbad
them publicly to adopt.

This success, which exceeded my most sanguine wishes,
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encouraged me to examine with more attention the con-
tents of our Lectures. The rude and imperfect state in
which I found them, the variety of modes established at
our meetings, and the difficulties I had to encounter in
my researches, rather discouraged my first attempt : per-
severing, however, in the design, I continued the pur-
suit; and, with the assistance of a few Brethren, who
had carefully preserved what ignorance and degeneracy
had rejected as unintelligible and absurd, I diligently
sought for, and at length happily acquired, some of the
ancient and venerable landmarks-of the Order.

Fortunate in the acquisition of friends, and fully
determined to pursue the design of effecting a general
reformation, we persevered in an attempt to correct the
irregularities which had ecrept into our assemblies, .a.nd

_exemplify at all our meetings the beauty and utility
of the Masonic System.

We commenced our plan by enforcing the value of the
ancient charges and regulations of the Order, which
inattention had suffered to sink into oblivion, and estab-
lished those charges as the basis of our work. To
imprint on the memory a faithful discharge of our duty,
we reduced the more material parts of the system into
practice; and, in order to encourage others to promote
the plan, we made a general rule of reading one or more
of these charges at every regular meeting, and elucidating
such passages as seemed obscure. The useful hints
which were afforded by these means enabled us gradually
to improve the plan, till we at last succeeded in bringing
into a connected form all the Sections which now com-
pose the three Lectures of Masonry.

The progress daily made by our system pointed out the
propriety of obtaining the sanction of our Patrons:
several Brethren, of acknowledged honour and integrity,
therefore, united in an application to the most respectable
Members of the Society for countenance and support.
They happily succeeded to the utmost of their wishes,
and since that time the plan has been universally admit-
ted as the basis of our Moral Lectures.
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MASONRY.

BOOK I.

THE EXCELLENCY OF MASONRY DISPLAYED.

SECTION I

Reflections on the Symmetry and Proportion tn the Works of
Nature, and on the Harmony and Affection among the
various Species of Beings.

WroEVER attentively observes the objects which sur-
round him, will find abundant reason to admire the
works of Nature, and to adore the Being who directs
such astonishing operations; he will be convinced that
infinite Wisdom could alone design, and infinite Power
complete, such amazing works. ;

Were a man placed in a beautiful garden, would not
his mind be affected with exquisite delight, on a calm
survey of its rich collections? Would not the groves,
the grottoes, the artful wilds, the flowery parterres, the
opening vistas, the lofty cascades, the winding streams,
the whole variegated scene, awaken his sensibility, and
inspire his soul with the most exalted ideas? When he
observed the delicate order, the nice symmetry, and
beautiful disposition of every part, seemingly complete
in itself, yet reflecting new beauties on the other, and
all contributing to make one perfect whole, would not
his mind be agitated with the most agreeable sensations;

2
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and would not the view of the delightful scene naturally
lead him to admire and venerate the happy genius who
contrived it ?

If the productions of Art so forcibly impress the mind
with admiration, with how much greater astonishment
and reverence must we behold the operations of Nature,
which presents to view unbounded scenes of utility and
delight, in which Divine Wisdom is most strikingly con-
spicuous? These scenes are, indeed, too expanded for
the narrow. capacity of man to: comprehend; yet who-
ever contemplates the general system must naturally,
from the uniformity of the plan, be directed to the origi-
nal source, the Supreme Governor of the world, the One
perfect and unsullied Beauty!

Beside all the pleasing prospects that every where
surround us, and with which our senses are every moment
gratified ; beside the symmetry, good order, and propor-
tion, which appear in all the works of ereation, something
further attracts the reflecting mind, and draws its at-
tention nearer to the Divinity;—that is, the universal
harmony and affection among the different species of

_beings of every rank and denomination. These are the
cements of the rational world, and by these alone it sub-
sists. When they cease, Nature must be dissolved, and
man, the image of his Maker, and the chief of his works,
be overwhelmed in the general chaos.

In the whole order of beings, from the seraph which
adores and burns, down to the meanest insect, all,
according to their rank in the scale of existence, have,
more or less, implanted in them the principle of associa-
tion with others of the same species. Even the most
inconsiderable animals are formed into different ranks
and societies, for mutual benefit and protection. Need
we name the careful ant, or the industrious bee ; insects
which the wisest of all mankind has recommended as
patterns of unwearied industry and prudent foresight ?
When we extend our ideas, we shall find that the innate
principle of friendship increases in proportion to the
extension of our intellectual faculties; and the only
criterion by which a judgment can be formed, respecting
the superiority of one part of the animal creation above
the other, is, by observing the degrees of kindness and
good-nature in which it excels.
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Such are the general principles which pervade the
whole system of creation; how })orcibly, then, must such
lessons predominate in our assemblies, where civilization
and virtue are most zealously cherished, under the sanc-
tion of science and the arts? - =

SECT. II.

No subject can more properly engage the attention,
than the benevolent dispositions which indulgent Nature
has bestowed upon the rational species. These are
replete with the happiest effects, and afford to the mind
the most agreeable reflections. The breast which is
inspired with tender feelings is naturally prompted to a
reciprocal intercourse of kind and generous actions. As
human nature rises in the scale of beings, the social
affections likewise arise. Where friendship is unknown,
jealousy and suspicion prevail; but where that virtue is
the cement, true happiness subsists. In every breast
there is a propensity to friendly acts, which, being exerted
to effect, sweetens every temporal enjoyment; and,
although it does not remove the disquietudes, it tends, at
least, to allay the calamities, of life.

Friendship is traced through the circle of private con-
nections to the grand system -of universal benevolence,
which no limits can circumscribe, as its influence extends
to every branch of the human race. Actuated by this
sentiment, each individual connects his happiness with
the happiness of his neighbour, and a fixed and perma-
nent union is established among men.

But, though friendship, considered as the source of
universal benevolence, be unlimited, it exerts its influ-
ence more or less powerfully, as the objects it favours
are nearer or more remote. Hence the love of friends
and of country takes the lead in our affections, and gives
rise to that true patriotism, which fires the soul wj‘gh the
most generous flame, creates the best and most disinter-
ested virtue, and inspires that public spirit, and that
heroic ardour, which enable us to support a good cause,
and risk our lives in its defence. 2

This commendable-viitue/ ¢crowns' the lover of his
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country with unfading laurels, gives a lustre to his actions,
and consecrates his name to latest ages. The warrior's
glory may consist in murder, and the rude ravage of the
desolating sword ; but the blood of thousands will not
stain the hands of his country’s friend. His virtues are
open, and of the noblest kind. ~Conscious integrity sup-

orts him against the arm of power ; and should he bleed
ﬁy tyrant-hands, he gloriously dies a martyr in the cause
of liberty, and leaves to posterity an everlasting monu-
ment of the greatness of his soul.

Though friendship appears divine, when employed in
preserving the liberties of our country, it shines with
equal splendour in more tranquil scenes. Before it rises
into the noble flame of patriotism, aiming destruction at
the heads of tyrants, thundering for liberty, and courting
danger in defence of rights; we behold it calm and
moderate, burning with an even glow, improving the
soft hours of peace, and heightening the relish for virtue.
In those happy moments, contracts are formed, societies
are instituted, and the vacant hours of life are employed
in the cultivation of social and polished manners.

On this general plan, the universality of the system of
Masonry is established. Were friendship confined to the
spot of our nativity, its operation would be partial, and
imply a kind of enmity to other nations. Where the
interests of one country interfere with those of another,
Nature dictates an adherence to the welfare of our own
immediate connections; but such interference apart, the
true Mason is a citizen of the world, and his philanthropy
extends to all the human race. Uninfluenced by local
prejudices, he knows no preference in virtue, but accord-

.1ng to its degree, from whatever country or clime it may

spring.
SECT. III.

Origin of Masonry, and its general Advantages.

From the commencement of the world, we may trace
the foundation of Masonry.! Ever since symmetry began,
and harmony displayed her charms, our Order has had a

! The arguments for this high antiquity may be seen at length in
my ‘* Antiquities of Masonry,”’ pp. IQEQQ.Z-ED{TOR. "
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being. During many ages, and in many different coun-
tries, it has flourished. No art, no science, preceded it.
In the dark periods of antiquity, when literature was in
a low state, and the rude manners of our forefathers
withheld from them that knowledge we now so amply
share, Masonry diffused its influence. This science
unveiled, arts arose, civilization took place, and the pro-
gress of knowledge and philosophy gradually dispelled
the gloom of ignorance and barbarism. Government
being settled, authority was given to laws, and the
assemblies of the Fraternity acquired the patronage of
the great and the good; while the tenets of the profes-
sion diffused unbounded philanthropy.

Abstracted from the pure pleasures which arise from
friendship so wisely constituted as that which subsists
among Masons, and which itis scarcely possible that any
circumstance or occurrence can erase, Masonry is a
science confined to no particular country, but extends
over the whole terrestrial globe.?  Wherever arts flourish,
there it flourishes too. Add to this, that by secret and
inviolable signs, carefully preserved among the frater-
nity, it becomes an universal language. Hence many
advantages are gained: the distant Chinese, the wild
Arab, and the American savage, will embrace a brother
Briton, and know, that besides the common ties of
humanity, there is still a stronger obligation to induce
him to kind and friendly offices. The spirit of the fulmi-
nating priest will be tamed, and a moral brother, though
of a ditferent persuasion, engage his esteem: for mutual
toleration in religious opinions is one of the most distin-
guishing and valuable characteristics of the Craft. As
all religions teach morality, if a brother be found to act
the part of a truly honest man, his private speculative
opintons are left to God and himself. Thus, through the
influence of Masonry, which is reconcilable to the best

% The following arrangement of the humanrace into classes marked
by the peculiarity of their religious profession, taking the population
of the world at 8443 millions of souls, is thought to approximate very
nearly to the truth.

Christians, 240 millions Jews, 8 millgons
Mahometans, 120 millions Fetichees, 124 m.lll_lons
Brahmanists, 115 millions Buddhists, 170 millions
Lamaites, 58 millions Nanknists, 4 m}ll}ons
Confucians, 5 millions Zoroastrians, % million

EDITOR.
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policy, all those disputes which embitter life, and sour
the tempers of men, are avoided; while the common
good, the general object, is zealously pursued.

From this view of our system, its utility must be suffi-
ciently obvious. The universal principles of the Art unite,
in one indissoluble bond of affection, men of the most
opposite tenets, of the most distant countries, and of the
most contradictory opinions; so that in every nation a
Mason may find a friend, and in every climate a home.?

Such is the nature of our institution, that in the lodge -
which is confined to no particular spot, urion is cemented
by sincere attachment, and pleasure reciprocally commu-
nicated in the cheerful observance of every obliging office.
Virtue, the grand object in view, luminous as the meridian’
sun, shines refulgent on the mind, enlivens the heart, and
heightens cool approbation into warm sympathy and
cordial attention. :

3 On this principle, unfortunate ceptives in war, and sojourners,
accidentally cast on a distant shore, are particular objects of attention,
and seldom fail to experience indulgence from Masons; and it is very
remarkable that there is not an instance on record of a breach of
fidelity, or of ingratitude, where that indulgence has been liberally
extended. The two following facts are extracted from Lawrie's His-
tory of Freemasonry in Scotland. In the year 1748, Mons. Preverot,
a gentleman in the navy, and brother of the celebrated M. Preverot,
M. D., in the faculty of Paris, was unfortunately shipwrecked on an
island, whose viceroy was a Freemason. Along with his ship M.
Preverot had lost all his money and effects. In this destitute condi-
tion he presented himself to the viceroy, and related his misfortune
in a manner which completely proved that he was no impostor. . The
viceroy made the masonic signs, which being instantly returned by
the Frenchman, they recognized and embraced each other as brethren
of the same Order. M. Preverot was conducted to the viceroy’s house,
who furnished him with all the comforts of life, till a ship bound for
France touched at the island. Before his departure in this vessel,
the viceroy loaded him with presents, and gave him as much money
as was necessary for carrying him into his native country.” The next
instance is still more striking. In the battle of Dettingen in 1743,
one of the king’s guards having his horse killed under him, was so
entangled among the animal’s limbs, that he was unable to extricate
himself. While he was in this situation, an English dragoon galloped
up to him, and, with his uplifted sabre, was about to deprive him of
life. The French soldier having, with much difficulty, made the
signs of Masonry, the dragoon recognized him as a brother, and not
only spared his life, but freed him from his dangerous situation. He
was made a prisoner by the English dragoon, who was well aware

that the ties of Musonry cannot dissolve those of patriotism.—
EDITOR.-
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SECT. IV.

Masonry considered under two Denomnations.

Masonry passes under two denominations,—operative
and_speculative. By the former, we allude to a proper
application of the useful rules of architecture, whence a
structare derives figure, strength, and beauty ; and whence
result a due proportion and a just correspondence in all
its parts. By the latter, we learn to rule and direct the
passions, act upon the square, keep a tongue of good
report, maintain secrecy, practise charity, and every other
virtue that can adorn the Man.

Speculative Masonry is so far interwoven with religion,
as to lay us under the strongest obligations to pay that
rational homage to the Deity, which at once constitutes
our duty and our happiness. It leads the contemplative
to view with reverence and admiration the glorious works
of creation, and inspires them with the most exalted ideas
of the perfections of the Divine Creator. Operative
Masonry furnishes us with dwellings, and convenient
shelter from the inclemencies of seasons; and whilst it
displays the effects of human wisdom, as well in the choice
as in the arrangement of the materials of which an edifice
is composed, it demonstrates, that a fund of science and
industry is implanted in man, for the best, most salutary,
and beneficent purposes.

The lapse of time, the ruthless hand of ignorance, and
the devastations of war, have laid waste and destroyed
many valuable monuments of antiquity, on which the
utmost exertions of human genius have been employed.
Even the Temple of Soromon, so spacious and magnifi-
cent, and constructed by so many celebrated artists,
escaped not the unsparing ravages of barbarous force.t

¢ This once famous Temple is no more. Its destruction by the
Romans, as predicted by Jesus Christ, was fulfilled in the most minute
particulars; and, on the same authority, we are quite certain that_ it
will neyer be rebuilt. It may not, however, be uninteresting to notice
briefly the account which travellers give of the site of this celebra-
ted masonic pile. ¢Near St. Stephen’s gate,” says M. Maundrell,
“stands an indifferent Turkish house, said to have been I':he spot
whereon stood the palace of Pilate. From the terrace of this house
you have a fair prospect of all the place whereon the Temple stood—
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Freemasonry, notwithstanding, has still survived. The
attentive ear receives the sound from the instructive
tongue, and the sacred mysteries are safely lodged in the
repository of faithful breasts. Tools and implements of
architecture (symbols the most expressive!) are selected
by the Fraternity, to imprint on the memory serious and
solemn truths; and thus the excellent tenets of the insti-
tution are transmitted, unimpaired, under circumstances
precarious, and even adverse through a succession of
ages.

SECT. V.

The Government of the Fraternity.

Tur mode of government observed by the Fraternity
will give the best idea “of the nature and design of the
masonic institution.

Three classes are established among Masons, under
different appellations. The privileges of each class are
distinet; and particular means are adopted to preserve
those privileges to the just and meritorious. Honour and
probity are recommendations to the First Class; in which
the practice of virtue is enforced, and the duties of moral-
ity are inculcated ; while the mind is prepared for a regu-
lar progressin the principles of knowledge and philosophy.
Diligence, assiduity, and application, are qualifications
for the Second Class; in which is given an accurate eluci-
dation of science, both in theory and practice. Here
human reason is cultivated, by a due exertion of the
intellectual powers and faculties; nice and difficult theo-
ries are explained; new discoveries are produced, and

indeed, the only good prospect that is allowed you of it; for there is
no going between the borders of it without forfeiting your life, or,
what is worse, your religion. A fitter place for an august building
could not be found in the world than in this area. It lies on the top
of Mount Moriah, over against Mount Olivet. One may still discover
marks of the great labour that it cost to cut away the hard rock, and
to level such a space upon so strong a mountain. In the middle of
the area stands at present a mosque, of an octagonal figure, supposed
to be built upon the same ground whereon anciently stood the Sanc-
tum Sanctorum. It is neither eminent for its largeness nor its struc-
ture, and yet it makes a stately figure, by the sole advantage of its
situation.””—EDITOR.
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those already known beautifully embellished. The Third
Class is restricted to a selected few, whom truth and
fidelity have distinguished, whom years and experience
have improved, and whom merit and abilities have enti-
tled to preferment. With them the ancient land-marks
of the Order are preserved; and from them we learn the
necessary instructive lessons which dignify the Art, and
qualify the professors to illustrate its excellence and
utility. g

Suzh is the established plan of the masonic system.
By this judicious arrangement, true friendship is culti-
vated among different ranks of men, hospitality promoted,
industry rewarded, and ingenuity encouraged.

SECT. VI.

Reasons why the Secrets of Masonry ought not to be publicly
exposed ; and the Importance of those Sccrets demonstrated.

Ir the secrets of Masonry are replete with such advan-
tage to mankind, it may be asked, Why are they not
divulged for the general good? To this it may be answer-
ed—Were the privileges of Masonry to be indiscriminately
dispensed, the purposes of the institution would not only
be subverted, but our secrets, being familiar, like other
important matters, would lose their value, and sink into
disregard.

It is a weakness in human nature, that men are gene-
rally more charmed with novelty than with the intrinsic
value of things. Innumerable testimonies might be
adduced to confirm this truth. Do we not find that the
most wonderful operations of the Divine Artificer, however
beautiful, magnificent, and useful, are overlooked, because
common and familiar! The sun rises and sets, the sea
ebbs and flows, rivers glide along their channels, trees
and plants vegetate, men and beasts act; yet these, being
perpetually open to view, pass unnoticed. The most
astonishing productions of Nature, on the same account,
cscape observation, and excite no emotion, either in adpu—
ration of the great Cause, or of gratitude for the blessing
conferred. Even Virtue herself is not exempted from
this unhappy bias in the human frame. Novelty influences

Q¥
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all our actions and determinations. What is new, or
difficult in the acquisition, however trifling or insignifi-
cant, readily captivates the imagination, and ensures a
temporary admiration; while what is familiar or easily
attained, however noble or eminent, is sure to be disre-
garded by the giddy and the unthinking.

Did the essence of Masonry consist in the knowledge of
particular secrets, or peculiar forms, it might, indeed,' be
alleged that our pursuits were trifling and superficial.
But this is not the case; they are only the keys to our
treasure, and, having their use, are preserved; while,
from the recollection of the lessons which they inculcate,
the well-informed Mason derives instruction: he draws
them to a near inspection, views them through a proper
medium, adverts to the circumstances which gave them
rise, and dwells upon the tenets they convey. Finding
them replete with useful information, he prizes them as
sacred; and, being convinced of their propriety, estimates
their value by their utility.

Many are deluded by the vague supposition that our
mysterles are merely nominal; that the practices estab-
lished amongst us are frivolous; and that our ceremonies
may be adopted or waived at pleasure. On this false
basis we find too many of the Brethren hurrying through
all the degrees of the Order, without adverting to the
prosyriety of one step they pursue, or possessing a single
qualification to entitle them to advancement. Passing
through the usual formalities, they consider themselves
authorized to act as masters of the art, solicit and accept
offices, and even assume the government of the lodge,
equally unacquainted with the rules of the institution that
they pretend to support, and the nature of the trust
which they are bound to perform. The consequence is
obvious; anarchy and contusion ensue, and the substance
is lost in the shadow. Hence men who are eminent for
ability, rank, and fortune, frequently view the honours
of Masonry with indifference ; and, when their patronage
is solicited, either accept offices with reluctance, or reject
them with disdain.?

8 The above remarks are worthy of the serious consideration of
every person who is ambitious to hold an office in Masonry. I have
had much experience in the management of country lodges, and am
sonvinced, that the want of success, which is so often and so justly
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Masonry has long laboured under these disadvantages,
and every zealous friend to the Order must earnestly
wish for a correction of the abuse. Of late years, it
must be acknowledged, our assemblies have been in
general better regulated; of which the good effects are
sufficiently displayed in the judicious selection of our

" members, and the more proper observance of our general
regulations. 04 ;

Were the Brethren who preside at our meetings to be
properly instructed previous to their appointment, and
duly apprized of the importance of the offices they are
chesen to support, a general reformation would speedily
take place. This conduct would establish the propriety
of our government, and lead men to acknowledge that
our honours were not undeservedly conferred ; the ancient
consequence "of the Order would be restored, and the
reputation of the Society preserved. Till genuine merits
shall distinguish our claim to the honours of Mason-
ry, and regularity of deportment display the influence
and utility of our rules, the world in general will not be
led to reconcile our proceedings with our professions.

SECT. VIIL

Few societies exempted from Censure. Irregularities of Ma-
sons no Argument against the Institution.

Amone the various societies of men, few, if any, are
_ wholly exempted from censure. Friendship, however
valuable in itself, and however universal may be its
pretensions, has seldom operated so powerfully in gene-
ral associations as to promote that sincere attachment to
the welfare and prosperity of each other which is neces-
sary to constitute true happiness. This may be ascribed
to sundry causes, but to none with more propriety than
to the reprehensible motives which too requently lead
men to a participation of social entertainments. If te
pass an idle hour to oblige a friend, or probably to gra-

complained of, and frequently ends in the actual dissolution of the
establishment, is to be attributed, in nine instances out of ten, to a
deficiency in point of judgment, as well as talent, in the presiding
officer. Vide Signs and Symbols, by the Editor, sect. 11, on the
government of a lodge.—EDITOR.
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tify an irregular indulgence, be the only inducement to
mix in company, is it surprising that the important duties
of society should be neglected, and that, in the quick
circulation of the cheerful glass, the noblest faculties
should be sometimes buried in the cup of ebriety?

It is an obvious truth, that the privileges of Masonry
have long been prostituted for unworthy considerations,
and hence their good effects have been less conspicuous.
Many have enrolled their names in our records for the
mere purposes of conviviality, without inquiring into the
nature of the particular engagements to which they are
subjected by becoming Masons.®* Several have been
prompted by motives of interest, and many introduced
to gratify an idle curiosity, or to please as jolly compa-
nions. A general odium, or at least a careless indiffer-
ence, must be the result of such conduet. But the evil
stops not here. Persons of this deseription, ignorant of
the true nature of the institution, probably without any
real defect in their own morals, are induced tn recom-
mend others of the same cast to join the society for the
same purpose. Hence the true knowledge o(y the art

¢ It is provided by the laws of Masonry, that no person shall be
received as a candidate for initiation, except he be *a freeman and
his own master; and, at the time of his initiation, be known to be in
reputable circumstances. He should be a lover of the liberal Arts
and Sciences, and have made some progress in one or other of
them.” (ConsT. Of proposing members, sect. iv., p. 90.) A want
of attention to this salutary rule induces other irregularities which
seldom fail to involve a lodge in ultimate ruin. The following cen-
sure of the Grand Lodge on this point merits general circulation
amongst the brethren. For obvious reasons the name of the offend-
ing lodge is omitted. It being remarked in the Grand Lodge that
some of the brethren of the Lodge No. — were unable to write,
inasmuch as their marks only were affixed against their names, and
amongst them was the junior warden; and the law, sect. iv., p- 90,
declaring such individuals ineligible for initiation, the M. W. Grand
Master will, after this notice, feel it a duty he owes to the Craft to
bring under the cognizance of the Grand Lodge the conduct of any
Lodge which shall violate the wholesome and necessary law above
referred to; a breach of which, it is declared in the preamble to the
regulations for proposing members, &c., p. 88, shall subject the
offending Lodge to erasure. And the M. W. Grand Master will
require his Provincial Grand Masters to warn the Lodges under their
respective superintendence, of this His Royal Highness’s determina-
tion, and to report to him any instance which shall come to their
knowledge of a disregard of the law in this respect. (Quart. Com.
26th Sept., 1826.)—EDITOR.
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decreases with the increase of its members, and the most
valuable part of the institution is turned into ridicule;
while the dissipations of luxury and intemperance bury
in oblivion principles which might have dignified the
most exalted characters.

When we consider the variety of members of which
the society of Masons is composed, and the small number
who are really conversant with the tenets of the institu-
tion, we need not wonder that few should be distin-
guished for exemplary lives. By persons who are
precipitately introduced into the mysteries of the art,
without the requisite qualifications, it cannot be expected
that much regard will be paid to the observance of duties
which they perceive to be openly violated by their own
initiation ; and it is an incontrovertible truth, that, such
is the unhappy bias in the dispositions of some men,
though the fairest and best ideas were imprinted on the
mind, they are so careless of their own reputation as to
disregard the most instructive lessons. We have reason
to regret, that even persons who are distinguished for a
knowledge in the art, are too frequently induced to
violate the rules, a pretended conformity to which may
have gained them applause. The hypoerisy, however,
is speedily unveiled; no sooner are they liberated from
the trammels, as they conceive, of a regular and virtuous
deportment, in the temporary government of the lodge,
than, by abusing the innocent and cheerful repast, they
become slaves to vice and intemperance, and not only
disgrace themselves, but reflect dishonour on the Fra-
ternity. By such indiscretions the best of institutions
is brought into contempt; and the more deserving part
of the community justly conceives a prejudice against
the society, of which 1t is difficult afterwards to do
away the impression.

But if some do transgress, no wise man will thence
argue against the institution, or condemn the whole
Fraternity for the errors of a few misguided individuals.
Were the wicked lives of men admitted as an argument
against the religion which they profess, the wisest and
most judicious establishments might be exposed to cen-
sure. It may be averred in favour of Masonry, that,
whatever imperfections are found among its professors,
the institution countenances no deviation from the rules
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of right reason. Those who violate the laws, or infringe
on good order, are kindly admonished by secret monitors;
when these means have not the intended effect, public
reprehension becomes necessary; and, at last, when
every mild endeavour to effect a reformation in their
conduct is of no avail, they are. expelled the lodge as
unfit members of the society.

Vain, therefore, is each idle surmise against the plan
of our government: while the laws .of the Craft are
properly supported, they will be proof against every
attack. Men are not aware, that by. decrying any
laudable institution, they derogate from the dignity of
human nature itself, and from the good order and wise
disposition of things, which the almighty Author of the
world has framed for the government of mankind, and
established as the basis of the moral system. Friendship
and social delights can never be the object of reproach;
nor can that wisdom which hoary Time has sanctified be
a subject of ridicule. Whoever attempts to censure
what he does not comprehend, degrades himself, and
the generous heart will pity the mistakes of such ignor-
ant presumption.

* SECT. VIII.
Charity the distinguishing Characteristic of Masons.

CHarrTy is the chief of all the social virtues, and the
distinguishing characteristic of Masons. This virtue
includes a supreme degree of love to the great Creator
and Governor of’ the universe, and an unlimited affection
to the beings of his creation, of all characters and of
every denomination. This last duty is foreibly incul-
cated by the example of the Deity himself, who liberally
dispenses his beneficence to unnumbered worlds.

1t is not particularly our province to enter into a
disquisition of every branch of this amiable virtue; we
shall, therefore, only briefly state the happy effects of a
bene.volent disposition towards mankind, and show that
charity, exerted on proper objects, is the greatest plea-
- sure man can possibly enjoy. :

The bounds of the greatest nation or the most exten-
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sive empire cannot circumscribe the generosity of a
liberal mind. Men, in whatever situation they are
placed, are still, in a great measure, the same. They
are exposed to similar dangers and misfortunes; they
have not wisdom to foresee, or power to prevent, the
evils incident to human nature; they hang, as it were,
in a perpetual suspense between hope and fear, sickness
and health, plenty and want. A mutual chain of
dependence subsists throughout the animal creation.
All of the human species are, therefore, proper objects
for the exercise of charity.

Beings who partake of one common nature ought to be
actuated by the same motives and interests. Hence, to
soothe the unhappy, by sympathizing with their mis-
fortunes, and to restore peace and tranquillity to agitated
spirits, constitute the general and great ends of the
Masonic System. This humane, this generous disposi-
tion, fires the breast with manly feelings, and enlivens
that spirit of compassion which is the glory of the
human frame, and which not only rivals, but outshines
every other pleasure that the mind is capable of en-
joying. 3 _ e

All human passions, when directed by the superior
principle of reason, tend to promote some useful pur-
pose; but compassion toward proper objects is the most
beneficial of all the affections, ang excites more lasting
degrees of happiness, as it extends to greater numbers,
and allevidtes the infirmities and evils which are incident
to human existence.

Possessed of this amiable, this godlike disposition,
Masons are shocked at misery under every form and
appearance. When they behold an object pining under
the miseries of a distressed body or mind, the heqlmg
accents which flow from the tongue mitigate the pain of
the unhappy sufferer, and make even adversity, in its
dismal state, look gay. When {)ity is excited, the Mason
wil' assuage grief, and cheerfully relieve distress. If a
Brother 1> in want, every heart is moved;’ when he is

7 +In 1789, «*or Pope “neenius had issued his bull against Free-
masonry, one Crudell, « Freema:~n, was imprisoned at Florence })y
the Inquisition, and suffered tw. mos. “nmerited cruelties, for main-
taining the innocence of the associau.». When the Grand Lodge
of England was informed of his miserable s..-4:>n. they recollected



16 ILLUSTRATIONS

hungry, we feed him; when he is naked, we clothe him
when he is in trouble, we fly to his relief. Thus we
confirm the propriety of the title we bear; and convince
the world at large, that BrRoTHER, among Masons, 18
more than the name.

SECT. IX.

The Discernment displayed by Masons in the Choice of
Objects of Charity.

Tue most inveterate enemies of Masonry must ac-
knowledge, that no society is more remarkable for the
ractice of charity, or any association of men more
gmed for disinterested liberality. It cannot be said, that
Masons indulge in convivial mirth, while the poor and
needy pine for relief. Our charitable establishments and
quarterly contributions, exclusive of private subserip-
tions, to relieve distress, prove that we are ready, with
cheerfulness, in proportion to our circumstances, to alle-
viate the misfortunes of our fellow-creatures. Consider-
ing, however, the variety of objects, whose distress the
dictates of Nature, as well as the ties of Masonry, incline
us to relieve, we find it necessary sometimes to inquire
into the cause of misfortune; lest a misconceived ten-
derness of disposition, or an impolitic generosity of
heart, might prevent us from making a proper distinction
in the choice of objects. Though our ears are always
open to the distresses of the deserving poor, yet charity
is not to be dispensed with a profuse liberality on impos-
tors® The parents of a numerous offspring, who, through

" that a foreigner, however low his rank, and however distant his abode,
had a claim upon their sympathy. They transmitted to him twenty
pounds for procuring the necessaries of life, and exerted every nerve
for effecting his liberation.” (Lawrie, p. 128.)—EDITOR.

8 It is to be regretted that, from the charitable principles of the
institution, masonic impostors are very numerous. They prowl
about the country with fictitious certificates, and often succeed in
deluding the masters of lodges and other benevolent brothers, to the
injury of worthy Brethren, whose tale of distress proceeds from the
genuine workings of a heart oppressed with unmerited misfortune.
The difficulty of distinguishing between real and assumed sbjects of
charity, may he estimated from such cases as the following, extracted
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.age, sickness, infirmity, or any unforeseen accident in
life, may be reduced to want, particularly claim our
attention, and seldom fail to experience the happy effects
of our friendly associations. To such objects, whose
situation is more easy to be conceived than expressed,
we are induced liberally to extend relief. Hence we
give convincing proofs of wisdom and discernment; for,
though our benevolence, like our laws, be unlimited, yet
our hearts glow principally with affection toward the
deserving part of mankind.

From this view of the advantages which result from
the practice and profession of Masonry, every candid and
impartial mind must acknowledge its utility and import-
ance to the State; and surely, if the picture here drawn
be just, it must be no trifling acquisition to any govern-
ment, to have under its jurisdiction a society of men,
who are not only true patriots and loyal subjects, but
the patrons of science and the friends of mankind.

SECT. X.

Friendly Admonitions.

As useful knowledge is the great object of our desire,
let us diligently apply to the practice of the art, and
steadily adhere to the principles which it inculcates.
Let not the difficulties that we have to encounter check

from the Quarterly Communication for Decémber, 1823. ¢ A Report
from the Board of General Purposes was read, stating that an indi-
vidual, calling himself Simon Ramus, had been endeavouring to
impose upon Brethren, and to obtain pecuniary assistance, under colour
of a fabricated certificate, stating him to have been a member of the
Lodge No. 353, formerly No. 280, but which certificate had been
detained from him by the Lodge No. 283, and transmitted to the
Grand Lodge. And, also, that another individual, calling himself
Miles Martin, but supposed to be one Joseph Larkins, had, in a
similar manner, been endeavouring to impose upon Brethren, under
colour of a certificate from the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and a cer-
tificate from the Lodge No. 145, at Norwich, but which certificates
had been detained by the S. W. of the Lodge No. 779, and trans-
mitted to the Grand Lodge: the Board stated that they were induced
to make this Report with a view to guard Brethren against further
attempts at imposition by those individuals, although their means
were, in a great measure, destroyed by the detention of the certifi-
cates.”—EDITOR.
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our progress, or damp our zeal ; but let us recollect, that
the ways of wisdom are beautiful, and lead to pleasure.
Knowledge is attained by degrees, and cannot every
where be found. Wisdom seeks the secret shade, the
lonely cell, designed for contemplation. There enthroned
she sits, delivering her sacred oracles.. There let us seek
her, and pursue the real bliss. Though the passage be
difficult, the farther we trace it the easier it will become.

Union and harmony constitute the essence of Freema-
sonry: while we enlist under that banner, the society
must flourish, and private animosities give place to peace
and good fellowship. Uniting in one design, let it be
our aim to be happy ourselves, and contribute to the
happiness of others. Let us mark our superiority and
distinetion among men, by the sincerity of our profession
as Masons; let us cultivate the moral virtues, and im-
prove in all that is good and amiable; let the Genius of
Masonry preside over our conduct, and, under her sway,
let us perform our part with becoming dignity; let us
preserve an elevation of understanding, a politeness of
manner, and an evenness of temper; let our recreations
be innocent, and pursued with moderation; and never
let irregular indulgences lead to the subversion of our
gystem, by impairing our faculties, or exposing our
character to derision. In conformity to our precepts, as
patterns worthy of imitation, let the respectability of
our character be supported by the regularity of our
conduct and the uniformity of our deportment: then, as
citizens of the world, and friends to every clime, we
shall be living examples of virtue and benevolence,
gqually zealous to merit, as to .obtain, universal appro-

ation.
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BOOK II.

GENERAL REMARKS: INCLUDING AN ILLUSTRATION OF
THE LECTURES; A PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION OF THE
ANCIENT CEREMONIES; AND THE CHARGES USED IN
THE DIFFERENT DEGREES.

SECT. 1.
General Remarks.

Masonry is an art useful and extensive. In every art
there is a mystery, which requires a progress of study
and application before we can arrive at any degree of
perfection. Without much instruction, and more exer-
cise, no man can be skilful in any art; in like manner,
without an assiduous application to the various subjects
treated in the different lectures of Masonry, no person
can be sufficiently acquainted with the true value of the
institution.

From this remark it is not to be inferred, that those
who labour under the disadvantage of a confined educa-
tion, or whose sphere of life requires assiduous attention
to business or useful employment, are to be discouraged
in their endeavours to gain a knowledge of Masonry.
To qualify an individual to enjoy the benefits of the
society at large, or to partake of its privileges, it is not
absolutely necessary that he should be acquainted with
all the intricate parts of the science: these are only
intended for persons who may have leisure and opportu-
nity to indulge the pursuit. 4y

Some may be more able than others, some more emi-
nent, some more useful ; but all, in their different spheres,
may prove advantageous to the community; and our
necessities, as well as our consciences, bind us to love
one another. To persons, however, whose early years
have been dedicated to literary pursuits, or whose cir-
cumstances and situation in life render them independent,
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the offices of the lodge ought principally to be restricted.
The industrious tradesman proves himself a valuable
member of society, and worthy of every honour that we*
can confer; but the nature of every man’s profession
will not admit of that leisure which is necessary to
qualify him to become an expert Mason, so as to discharge
the official duties of the, lodge with propriety. And it
must also be admitted, that those who accept offices and
exercise authority in the lodge ought to be men of pru-
dence and address, enjoying the advantages of a well-
cultivated mind and retentive memory. All men are not
blessed with the same powers and talents; all men,
therefore, are not equally qualified to govern. He who
wishes to teach, must submit to learn; and no one can
be qualified to support the higher offices of the lodge,
who has not previously discharged the duties of those
which are subordinate. Experience is the best preceptor.
Every man may rise by gradation, but merit and industry
are the first steps to preferment. Masonry is wisely
instituted for different ranks and degrees of men; and
every brother, according to his station and ability, may
be employed in the lodge, and class with his equal.
Actuated by the best principles, no disquietude is found
among the professors of the art. Each class is happy in
its particular association; and when all the classes meet
in general convention, one plan regulates the whole:
neither arrogance nor presumption appear on the one
hand, nor diffidence nor inability on the other; but
every brother vies to excel in promoting that endearing
happiness which constitutes the essence of civil society.

SECT. II

The Ceremony of Opening and Closing the Lodge.

In all regular assemblies of men which are convened
for wise and useful purposes, the commencement and
conclusion of business is accompanied with some form.
In every country of the world the practice prevails, and
is deemed essential. From the most remote periods of
antiquity it is traced, and the refined improvements of
modern times have not abolished it.
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Ceremonies, simply considered, are little more than
visionary delusions; but their effects are sometimes im-
portant.—When they impress awe and reverence on the
mind, and attract the attention to solemn rites by
external forms, they are interesting objects. These
purposes are effected when judicious ceremonies are
regularly conducted and properly arranged. On this
ground they have received the sanction of the wisest
men in all ages, and, consequently, could not escape the
notice of Masons. To begin well, is the most likely
means to end well: and it is justly remarked, that when
order and method are neglected at the beginning, they
will be seldom found to take place at the end.

The ceremony of opening and closing the lodge with
solemnity and decorum is, therefore, universally adopted
among Masons; and though the mode in some meetings
may vary, and in every Degree must vary, still an uni-
formity in the general practice prevails in the lodge; and
the variation (if any) is solely occasioned by a want of

. method, which a little application will easily remove.

To conduct this ceremony with propriety, ought to
be the peculiar study of all Masons, especially of those
who have the honour to rule in our assemblies. To
persons who are thus dignified, every eye is directed for
regularity of conduct and behaviour; .and by their
example, other brethren, less informed, may naturally
expect to derive instruction.

From a share in this ceremony no Mason is exempted;
it is a general concern, in which all must assist. This
is the first request of the Master, and the prelude to
business. No sooner has it been signified, than every
officer repairs to his station, and the brethren rank
according to their degrees. The intent of the meeting
becomes the object of attention; and the mind is
insensibly drawn from the indiscriminate subjects of
conversation which are apt to intrude on our less serious
moments.

Our first care is directed to the external avenues of
the lodge; and the officers, whose province it is to dis-
charge that duty, execute the trust witl} f%de.licy. By
certain mystic forms, of no recent date, it is _lntlmated
that we may safely Eroceed. To detect impostors
among ourselves, an adherence to order in the character
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of Masons ensues, and the lodge is opened! or closed in
solemn form..

! Charges and Regulations for the Conduct and Behaviour of Masons

A rehearsal of the Ancient Charges properly succeeds the opening
and precedes the closing of the lodge. This was the constant prac-
tice of our ancient Brethren, and ought never to be neglected in our
regular assemblies. A recapitulation of our duty cannot be disagree-
able to those who are acquainted with it; and to those to whom it is
not known, should any such be, it must be highly proper to recom-
mend it.

On the Management of the Craft in Working.
[To be rehearsed at opening the Lodge.]

Masons employ themselves diligenlty in their sundry vocativns, live
creditably, and conform with cheerfulness to the government of the
country in which they reside.

The most expert Craftsman is chosen or appointed Master of the
work, and is duly honoured in that character by those over whom he
presides,

The Master, knowing himself qualified, undertakes the government
of the lodge, and truly dispenses his rewards according to merit.

A Craftsman who is appointed Warden of the work, under the
Master, is true to Master and Fellows, carefully oversees the work,
and the brethren obey him. .

The Master, Wardens, and Brethren, are just and faithful, and care-
fully finish the work they begin, whether it be in the First or Second
Degree ; but never put that work to the First, which has been appro-
priated to the Second Degree.

Neither envy nor censure is discovered among Masons. No brother
is supplanted, or put out of his work, if he be capable to finish it; for
he who is not perfectly skilled in the original design, can never, with
equal advantage to the Master, finish the work which has been begun
by another.

All employed in Masonry meekly receive their rewards, and use no
disobliging name. “Brother” is the appellation they bestow on each
other. They behave courteously within and without the lodge, and
never desert the Master till the work be finished.*

Laws for the Government of the Lodge.

, You are to salute one another in a courteous manner, agreeably to
/ the forms established among Masons;t you are freely to give such
mutual instructions as. shall be thought necessary or expedient, not
being overseen or overheard, without encroaching upoen each other, or
derogating from that respect which is due to a gentleman were he not
a Mason; for though, as Masons, we meet as brethren on a level, yet

*These Charges were originally rehearsed by the seven representatives of the three
Degrees of the Order; but it is now the province of the Chaplain or Secretary of the
lodge to deliver them.

t In the lodge, Masons meet as members of the same family, and representatives for
tho timo being of all the brethren throughout the world ; every prejudice, therefore, on
acootint of religion, country, or private opinion, is removed.

~
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At opening the lodge, two purposes are effected; the
Master is reminded of the dignity of his character, and
the brethren of the homage and veneration due to him
in their sundry stations. These, however, are not the
only advantages resulting from a due observance of the
ceremony; a reverential awe for the Deity is inculcated,
and the eye is fixed on that object from whose radiant
beams alone light can be derived. Hence, in this cere-
mony, we are taught to adore God, and supplicate his
protection on our well-meant endeavours. The Master
assumes his government in due form, and under him his
Wardens; who accept their trust, after the customary
salutations. Then the Brethren, with one accord, unite
in duty and respect, and the ceremony concludes.

At closing the lodge,? a similar form takes place.

Masonry deprives no man of the honour due to his rank or character,
but rather adds to his honour, especially if he have deserved well of
the Fraternity, who always render honour to whom it is due, and
avoid ill-manners.

No private committees are to be allowed, or separate conversations
encouraged: the Master or Wardens are not to be interrupted, or any
brother who is speaking to the Master; but due decorvm is to be
observed, and a proper respect paid to the Master and presiaing officers.

These laws are to be strictly enforced, that harmony may be pre-
served, and the business of the lodge be carried on with order and
regularity. So mote it be.

% Charge on the Behaviour of Masons. .
[To be rehearsed at closing the Lodge.]

When the lodge is closed, you are to enjoy yourselves' with innocent
mirth, but carefully avoid excess. You are not to compel any brother
to act contrary to his inclination, or give offence by word or deed, but
enjoy a free and easy conversation, You are to avoid immoral or
obscene discourse, and at all times support with propriety the dignity
of “your character.

You are to be cautious in your words and carriage, that the most
penetrating stranger may not discover what is not proper to be inti-
mated ; and, if necessary, you are to waive the discourse, and manage
it prudently, for the honour of the Fraternity.

At home, and in your several neighbourhoods, you are to behave as
wise and moral men. You are never to communicate to your families,
friends, or acquaintances, the private transactions of our different
assemblies ; but, on every occasion, consult your own honour, and the
reputation of the Fraternity at large. 4106 .

You are to study the preservation of health, by avoiding irregularity
and intemperance ; that your families may not beneglected and injured,
or yourselves disabled from attending to your necessary employments
in life.
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Here the less important duties of the Order are not
passed unobserved. The necessary degree of subordina-
tion which takes place in the government of the lodge
is peculiarly marked: while the proper tribute of grati-
tude is offered up to the beneficent Author of life, whose
blessing is invoked, and extended to the whole Fraternity.*
Each brother then faithfully locks up in his own repository
the treasure which he has acquired; and, pleased with
his reward, retires to enjoy, and disseminate among the
rivate circle of his friends, the fruits of his labour and
industry in the lodge.
These are faint outlines of a ceremony which univers-
ally prevails among Masons, and distinguishes all their

If a stranger apply n the character of a Mason, you are cautiously
1o examine him, in such a method as prudence may direct, and agree-
ably to the forms established among Masons, that you may not be
imposed upon by an ignorant false pretender, whom you are to reject
with contempt;* and beware of giving him any secret hints of know-
ledge. But if you discover him to be a true and genuine Brother,
you are to respect himj if he be in want, you are, without prejudice,
to relieve him, or direct him how he may be relieved; you are to em-
ploy him, or recommend him to employment: however, you are never
charged to do beyond your ability; only to prefer a poor Mason, who
is a good man and true, before any other person in the same circum-
stances.

Finally, These rules you are always to observe and enforce, and
also the duties which have been communicated in the lecture ; culti-
vating brotherly love, the foundation and cape-stone, the cement and
glory of this ancient Fraternity ; avoiding, on every occasion, wrang-
ling and quarrelling, slandering and backbiting ; not permitting others
to slander honest brethren, but defending their characters, and doing
them good offices, so far as may be consistent with your honour and
safety, but no further. Hence all may see the benign influence of
Masonry ; as all trne Masons have done from the beginning of the
world, and will do to the end of time. So mote it be.

3 A Prayer used at opening the Lodge.

May the favour of Heaven be upon this meeting! and, as it is hap-
pily begun, may it be conducted in order, and closed in harmony! So
mote it be.

A Prayer used at closing the Lodge.

May the blessing of Heaven rest upon us, and on all regular Masons
throughout the world! may brotherly love prevail, and beautify and
cement us with every moral and social virtue! So mote it be. 3

* This injunction may seem uncharitable; but when it is considered that the secrets
of Masonry are open to all men of probity and honour who are well recommended, an
illegal intruder, who would wish to obtain that to which he has no claim, and deprive
the public charity of a small pittance at his admission, can deserve no better treatment.
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meetings. Hence, it is arranged as a general Section in
every Degree of the Order, and takes the lead in all our
illustrations. :

3 SECT. IIL
ReMARKS on the FiRsT LECTURE.

Havine illustrated the ceremony of opening and
closing the lodge, and inserted the Prayers and Charges,
usually rehearsed in our regular assemblies on those
occasions, we shall nows enter on a disquisition of the
different Sections of the Lectures which are appropriategd
to the. three Degrees of the Order; giving a brief sum-
mary of the whole, and annexing to every remark the
particulars to which the Section alludes. By these
means the industrious Mason will be better instructed in
the regular arrangement of the Lectures, and be enabled
with more ease to acquire a competent knowledge of the
Art. . j

The First Lecture is divided into sections, and each
section is subdivided into clauses. In this Lecture,
virtue is painted in the most beautiful colours, and the
duties of morality are strictly enforced. Here we are
taught such wise and useful lessons as preflare the mind
" for a regular advancement in the principles of knowledge
and philosophy; and these are imprinted on the memory
by lively and sensible images, well calculated to influ-
ence our conduct in the proper discharge of the duties
of social life.

The Furst Sec;ion.

The First Section of this Lecture is suited to all
capacities, and may, and ought to be known by every
person who wishes to rank as a Mason. It consists of
general heads, which, though they be short and simple,
will be found to carry weight with them. They not
only serve as marks of distinction, but communicate
useful and interesting knowledge when they are duly
investigated. They qualify us to try and examine the
rights of others to our privileges, while they demonstrate
our own claim; and as they induce us to inquire minutely
into other particulars of greater importance, they serve

3
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as a proper introduction to subjects which are more
amply explained in the following Sections.*

The Second Section.

The Second Section makes us acquainted*with the
peculiar forms and ceremonies which are adopted at the
initiation of candidates into Masonry; and convinces us,
beyond the power of contradiction, of the propriety of
our rites; whilst it demonstrates to the most sceptical
and hesitating mind their excellence and utility.’

A Prayer used at the Initiation.

® «Vouchsafe thine aid, Almighty TFather of the Universe,
to this our present convention! and grant, that this
Candidate for Masonry may dedicate and devote his life
to thy service, and become a true and faithful Brother

4 Aswe can annex to this remark no other explanation, consistently
with the rules of Masonry, we must refer the more inquisitive to our
regular assemblies for further instruction.

8 The following particulars, relative to the ceremony of initiation,
may be introduced here with propriety.

The Declaration to be assented to by every Candidate previous to
Initiation, and to be subscribed by his Name at full length.

“To the Worshipful Master, Wardens, Officers, and Mermbers of the
Lodge of No.

“I[A.B.], being free by birth, and of the full age of twenty-one
years, do declare, that, unbiassed by the improper solicitation of friends,
and uninfluenced by mercenary or other unworthy motives, I freely
and voluntarily offer myself a candidate for the mysteries of Masonry ;
that I am prompted by a favourable opinion conceived of the institu-
tion, and a desire of knowledge: and that I will cheerfully conform to
all the ancient usages and established customs of the Order. Witness
my hand, this day of [A.B]

“ Witness, [C.D.)”

N. B. Copies of this Declaration may be had of the Grand Secre-
tary.
The Candidate is then proposed in open lodge, as follows:

“W. Master and Brethren,

“ At the request of A, B., [mentioning his Christian name and sur-
name, addition or profession, and place of abode,) 1 propose him, in
form, as a proper Candidate for the mysteries of Masonry. I recom-
mend him, as worthy to share the privileges of the Fraternity; and,
in consequence of a declaration of his intentions, voluntarily made and
gmaper}.’y attested, I believe he will strictly conform to the rules of the

rder.

The Candidate is then ordered to be prepared for Initiation.
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amongst us! Endue him with a compétency of thy
Divine wisdom ; that, by the secrets of this Art, he may
be the better enabled to display the beauties of godliness,
to the honour of thy holy Name! So mote it be.”’®

The Third Section.

The Third Section, by the reciprocal communication
of our marks of distinction, proves the regularity of our
initiation ; and inculcates those necessary and instructive
duties which dignify our character, in the double capacity
of men and Masons.

‘We cannot better illustrate this section, than by in-
serting the following

Charge at Initiation into the First Degree

BroTHER,

[As you are now introduced to the first principles of
our Order, it is my duty to congratulate you on being
accepted a member of an ancient and honourable Society ;
ancient, as having subsisted from time immemorial ; and
honourable, as tending, in every particular, so to render
all men who will be conformable to its precepts. No
institution was ever raised on a better principle, or more
solid foundation ; nor.were ever more excellent rules and
useful maxims laid down, than are inculcated on every
person when he is initiated into our mysteries. Monarchs
in all ages have been encouragers and promoters of the
Art: and have never deemed it derogatory from their
dignities, to level themselves with the brethren, to extend
their privileges, and to patronize their assemblies.]

As a Mason, you are to study the Sacred Law ,” to
consider it as the unerring standard of truth and justice,
and to regulate your life and actions by its Divine pre-
cepts.

I’i‘he three great moral duties, to God, your neighbour,

¢ It is a duty incumbent on the Master of the lodg.c, before the
ceremony of initiation takes place, to inform the Candidate of the
purpose and design of the institution; to explain the nature of his
solemn engagements; and, in a manner peculiar to Masons, to require
his cheerfu] acquiescence to the tenets of the Order. i

7 The paragraphs enclosed in brackets [] may be occasionally
omitted, if time will not admit of delivering the whole Charge. :

® In England, the Bible: but in countries where that book is
unknown, whatever is understooid to ‘coutain the will or law of Ged
In France and Germuny the Bible is of the Hebrew text.—EpiTor.
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and yourself, you are strictly to observe :—To God, by
holding his name in awe and veneration: viewing him as
the chief good, imploring his aid in laudable pursuits, and
supplicating his protection on well-meant endeavours:—
To your neighbour, by always acting upon the square;
and considering him equally entitled with yourself to
share the blessings of providence, rendering unto him
those favours and friendly offices, which, in a similar
situation, you would expect to receive from him :—And
to yourself, by not abusing the bounties of Providence,
impairing your faculties by irregularity, or debasing our
profession by intemperance.

In the state, you are to be a quiet and peaceable sub-
ject, true to your sovereign, and just to your country;
you are not to countenance disloyalty or rebellion, but
patiently submit to legal authority, and conform with
cheerfulness to the government under which you live;
yielding obedience to the laws which afford you protec-
tion; but never forgetting the attachment you owe to
the place of your nativity, or the allegiance due to the
sovereign or protectors of that spot.

[In your outward demeanour, you are to avoid censure
or reproach ; and beware of all who may artfully endea-
vour to insinuate themselves into your esteem, with a
view to betray your virtuous resolutions, or make you
swerve from the principles of our institution. Let not
interest, favour, or prejudice bias your integrity, or influ-
ence you to be guilty of a dishonourable action ; but let
your conduct be uniform, and your deportment suitable
to the dignity of the profession.] -

Above all, practise benevolence and charity ; for these
virtues have distinguished Masons in every age and coun-
try. [The inconceivable pleasure of contributing toward
the relief of our fellow-creatures, is truly experienced
by persons of a humane disposition; who are naturally
excited, by sympathy, to extend their aid in alleviation
of the miseries of others. This encourages the generous
Mason to distribute his bounty with cheerfulness. Sup-
})osing himself in the situation of an unhappy sufferer, he
istens to the tale of woe with attention, bewails misfor-
tune, and speedily relieves distress.]

The -Constitutions of the Order® are next to engage

® Under the superintendence »f William. Williams. Esq.. Barrister
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your attention. [These consist of two parts, oral and
written communications ; the former comprehending the
mysteries of the Art, are only to be acquired by practice
and experience in the lodge ; the latter includes the his-
tory of genuine Masonry ; the lives and characters of its
patrons, and the ancient charges and general regulations
of the Craft.] : :

A punctual attendance on the duties of the Order we
earnestly enjoin; more especially in that assembly in
which your name is enrolled as a member. [There, and
in all regular meetings of the Fraternity, you are to
behave with order and decorum, that harmony may be
preserved, and the business of Masonry be properly con-
ducted. The rules of good-breeding you are never to
violate, by using unbecoming language, in derogation of
the name of God, or toward the corruption of good
manners ; neither are you to enter into any dispute about
religion or politics; nor behave irreverently, while the
lodge is engaged in what is serious and important.] On
every occasion you are to pay a proper deference and
respect to the Master and presiding Officers, and diligently
apply to the work of Masonry, that you may the sooner
becoine a proficient therein ; as well for your own credit,
as for the honour of the company with whom you asso-
ciate.

Although your frequent appearance at our regular
meetings be earnestly solicited, your necessary employ-
ments in life are not to be neglected on that account:
neither are you to suffer your zeal for Masonry to exceed
the bounds of discretion, or lead you into argument with
persons who may ridicule our institution; but extend
your pity toward those who may be apt, through igno-
rance, to contemn what they never had an opportunity
to comprehend. All that is required for your general
observance is, that you study the liberal arts at leisure:
trace science in the works of eminent masters; and im-
prove in the disquisitions of the system, by the conver-
*sation of well-informed brethren, who will always be as
ready to give, as you can be to receive instruction.

at Law, M.P. for Weymouth, and P. G. M. for Dorsetshire, a new
edition of the Book of Constitutions has been prepared, and partly
published by order of the Grand Lodge, since the Act oF UNIoN took
place. :
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Finally: Adhere to the Constitutions; and support the
privileges which are to distinguish you as a Mason above
the rest of the community, and mark your consequence
among the Fraternity. If, in the circle of your acquaint-
ance, you find a person desirous of being initiated into
the Order, be particularly attentive not to recommend
him, unless you are convinced that he will conform to
our rules; that the value of Masonry may be enhanced by
the difficulty of the purchase; the honour and reputation
of the institution be established ox the firmest basis; and
the world at large be convinced of its benign influence.

[From the attention you have paid to the recital of the
duties of the Order, we are led to hope, that you will
form a proper estimate of the value of Freemasonry, and
imprint on your mind the dictates of truth, honour, and
Jjustice.]'

1 The late Jiodge of Reconciliation (the Rev. Samuel Hemming,
D.D., Master) recommended the use of the following CHARGE; to be
recited to every Mason immediately subsequent to his initiation;
which was honoured with the approbation of the United Grand Lodge,
their Royal Highnesses the Dukes of Kent and Sussex being present ;
the former illustrious Prince being Past, and the latter Present M.W.
Grand Master. The Editor, however, did not think himself justified
in omitting the Charge to which Brother Preston’s readers and hearers
had hitherto been accustomed.

BROTHER,

As you have now passed through the ceremonies of your initiation,
allow me to congratulate you on being admitted a member of our
ancient and honourable society. Ancient, no doubt, it is, as having
subsisted from time imr-emorial; and honourable it must be acknow-
ledged to be—because, by a natural tendency, it conduces to make all
those honourable who are strictly obedient to its precepts. Indead,
no institution can boast a more solid foundation than that on which
Freemasonry rests— The practice of -social and moral virtue: and to
so high an eminence has its credit been advanced, that in every age,
monarchs themselves have become the promoters of the Art;—have
ot thought it derogatory from their dignity to exchange the sceptre
for the trowel ;—have patronized our mysteries ;—and even joined in
our assemblies.

As a Mason, I would first recommend to your most serious contem-
plation the volume of the Sacred Law: charging you to consider it as
the unerring standard of truth and justice, and to regulate your
actions by the divine precepts it contains. Therein you will be taught
the important duties you owe to God, to your neighbour, and to
yourself. 7o God, by never mentioning his name, but with that awe
and reverence which are due from the creature to his Creator; by
imploring his aid on all your lawful undertakings, and by looking up
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_ This section usually closes with the following -~

EULOGIUM.

Masonry comprehends within its circle every branch
of useful knowledge and learning, and stamps an indeli-
ble mark of pre-eminence on its genuine professors, which
neither chance, power, nor fortune, can bestow. When
its rules are strictly observed, it is a sure foundation of
tranquillity amid the various disappointments of life; a
friend, that will not deceive, but will comfort and assist
in prosperity and adversity; a blessing, that will remain
with all times, circumstances, and places; and to which
recourse may be had, when other earthly comforts sink
into disregard.

Masonry gives real and intrinsic excellency to man,
and renders him fit for the duties of society. It strength-
ens the mind against the storms of life, paves the way to

to him in every emergency, for comfort and support. 1o your neigh-
bour, by acting with him upon the square; by rendering him every
kind office which justice or mercy may require; by relieving his dis-
tresses, and soothing his afflictions; and by doing to him, as, in similar
cases, you would wish he should do to you. And to yourself, by such
a prudent and well-regulated course of discipline, as may best conduce
to the preservation of your corporeal and mental faculties in their
fullest energy ; thereby enabling you to exert the talents wherewith
Gtod has blessed you, as well to his glory, as to the welfare of your
fellow-creatures.

As a citizen of the world, I am next to enjoin you to be exemplary
in the discharge of your civil duties, by never proposing, or at all
countenancing, any act that may have a tendency to subvert the peace
and good order of society; by paying due obedience to the laws of
any state which may for a time become the place of your residence,
or afford you its protection; and above all, by never losing sight
of the allegiance due to the Sovereign of your native land; ever
remembering, that Nature has implanted in your breast a sacred and
indissoluble attachment to that country, from which you derived your
birth and infant nurture.

As an individual, T am further to recommend the practice of every
domestic as well as public virtue. Let Prudence direct you! Temper-
ance chasten you! Fortitude support you! and Justice be the guide of
all your actions! Be especially careful to maintain, in their fullest
splendour, those truly masonic ornaments, which have already been
amply illustrated, Benevolence and Charity.

Still, however, as a Mason, there are other excellences of character,
to which your attention may be peculiarly and forcibly directed.
Among the foremost of these are, Secrecy, Fidelity, Obedience.

Secrecy may be said to consist in an inviolable adherence to the



32 ILLUSTRATIONS

peace, and promotes domestic happimess. It meliorates
the temper, and improves the understanding ; it is com-
_pany in solitude, and gives vivacity, variety, and energy,
to social conversation. In youth, it governs the passions,
and employs usefully our most active faculties; and in
age, when sickness, imbecility, and disease, have be-
numbed the corporeal frame, and rendered the union of
soul and body almost intolerable, it yields an ample fund
of comfort and satisfaction.

These are its general advantages: to enumerate themn
separately, would be an endless labour. It may be suffi-
cient to observe, that he, who cultivates this science, and
acts agreeably to the character of a Mason, has within
himself the spring and support of every social virtue; a
subject of contemplation, that enlarges the mind, and
expands all its powers; a theme that is inexhaustible,
ever new, and always interesting. :

obligation you have entered into, never improperly to reveal any of
those Masonic Secrets which have now been, or may at any future time
be, intrusted to your keeping; and cautiously to shun all occasions
which might inadvertently lead you so to do.

Your Fidelity must be exemplified by a strict observance of the
constitutions of the Fraternity ; by adhering to the ancient landmarks
of the Order; by never attempting to extort, or otherwise unduly
obtain, the secrets of a superior degree; and by refraining to recom-
mend any one to a participation of our secrets, unless you have strong
grounds to believe that, by a similar fidelity, he will ultimately reflect
honour on our choice. ;

So must your Obedience be proved by a close conformity to our
laws and regulations; by prompt attention to all signs and summonses
by modest and correct demeanour whilst in the lodge; by abstaining
from every topic of religious or political discussion; by ready acquies-
cence in all votes and resolutions duly passed by the brethren: and by
perfect submission to the Master and his Wardeus, whilst acting in
the discharge of their respective offices.

And, as a last general recommendation, let me exhort you to dedi-
cate yourself to such pursuits as may enable you to become at once
respectable in your rank of life, useful to mankind, and an ornament to
the society of which you have this day been admitted a member; that
you would more especially devote your leisure hours to the study of
such of the liberal arts and sciences as may lie within the compass of
your attainment; and that, without neglecting the ordinary duties of
your station, you would consider yourself called upon to make a daily
advancement in masonic knowledge.

[From the very commendable attention which you appear to have
given to this charge, I am led to hope that you will duly appreciate the
excellence of Freemasonry, and imprint indelibly on your mind the
sacred dictates of Truth, of Honour, and of Virtue!]
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The Fourth Section.

The Fourth Section rationally accounts for the origin
of our hieroglyphical instruetion, and points out the
advantages which accompany a faithful observance of
our duty. It illustrates, at the same time, certain par-
ticulars, our ignorance of which might lead us into error;
and which, as Masons, we are indispensably bound to
know.

To make daily progress in the Art, is a-constant duty
and expressly required by our general laws. What end
can be more noble, than the pursuit of virtue? what
motive more alluring, than the practice of justice? or
what instruction more beneficial, than an aeccurate
elucidation of symbols which tend to improve and
embellish the mind? Every thing that strikes the eye,
more immediately engages the attention, and imprints on
the memory serious and solemn truths. Masons have,
therefore, universally adopted the plan of 1culeating the
tenets of their Order by typical figures and allegorical
emblems, to prevent their mysteries from descending
within the familiar reach of inattentive and unprepared
novices, frony whom they might not receive due venera-
tion.

The usages and customs of Masons have ever corre-
sponded with those of the ancient Egyptians; to which,
indeed, they bear a near affinity. Those philosophers,
unwilling to expose their mysteries to vulgar eyes, con-
cealed their particular tenets and principles of polity and
philosophy under hieroglyphical figures; and expressed
their notions of government by signs and symbols, which
they communicated to their magi alone, who were bound
by oath™ never to reveal them. Pythagoras seems to have

114 The cath proposed to the aspirant for the Pythagorean mysteries,
was made on the number Four, or T'etractys, which was expressed by
TeN commas or jods, \supposing it to be derivcd from the Tetragram-
maton of the Jews,) disposed in the form of an equilateral triangle,
each side containing four, as follows:

Monad, fire, or the active principle.
Duad, the passive principle. e
W) Triad, the world proceeding from their union.

s s 5 5 Quaternary, the liberal sciences. :
This triangle, as some authors suppose, bore a reference to the Triune
God, whence it was termed T'rigonon mysticum. Iamblichus gives us

3*
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established his system on a similar plan; and many
Orders of a more recent date have copied the example.
Masonry, however, is not only the most ancient, but the
most moral Institution that ever subsisted; as every
character, figure, and emblem, depicted in the lodge, has
a moral meaning, and tends to inculcate the practice of
virtue on those who beheld it.}2

The Fifth Section.

The Fifth Section explains the nature and principles
of our institution, and teaches us to discharge with pro-
priety the duties of the different departments which we
are appointed to sustain in the government of the lodge.
Here, too, our ornaments are displayed, and our jewels
and furniture specified : while a proper attention 1s paid
to our ancient and venerable patron.

To explain the subjects treated in this Section, and
assist the industrious Mason to acquire them, we can
only recommend a punctual attendance on the duties of
the lodge, and a diligent application to the lessons which

are there inculcated. .

The Sixth Section.

The Sixth Section, though the last in rank, is not the
least considerable in importance. It strengthens those
which precede; and enforces, in the most engaging man-
ner, a due regard to character and behaviour, in public
as well as in private life; in the lodge, as well as in the
general commerce of society.

- This Section forcibly inculcates the most instructive
lessons.  Brotherly Love, Relief, and T'ruth, are themes on
which we here expatiate. By the exercise of Brotherly
Love, we are taught to regard the whole human species
as one family, the high and low, the rich and poor; who,
as children of the same parent, and inhabitants of the

the words of this tremendous oath. Ov ua rov duerzpy, &c. By the
GreEAT TETRACTYS, or name TAO, who hath communicated the foun-
tain of eternity to our souls, &c.” (Oliver’s Hist. Init., in nofis.)
—EbrToR. -
14" This section closes with a definition of Charity, for which seo p.
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same planet, are to aid, support, and protect each other.
On this principle Masonry unites men of every country,
sect, and opinion ;** and conciliates true friendship among
those who might otherwise have remained at a perpetual
distance.—Relief is the next tenet of the profession; and,
though to relieve the distressed is a duty incumbent on
all men, it is more particularly so on Masons, who are
linked together by an indissoluble chain of sincere affec-
tion. To.soothe calamity, alleviate misfortune, compas-
sionate misery, and restore peace tothe troubled mind,
is the grand aim of the true Mason. On this basis he
establishes his friendships, and forms his connections.—
Truth is a divine attribute, and the foundation of every
virtue. To be good and true, is the first lesson we are
taught in Masonry. On this theme we contemplate, and
by its dictates endeavour to regulate our conduct: influ-
enced by this principle, hypocrisy and deceit are unknown
in the lodge, sincerity and plain-dealing distinguish us;
while the heart and tongue join in promoting the general
welfare, and rejoicing in each other’s prosperity.

To this illustration succeeds an explanation of the
four cardinal virtues, Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence, and
Justice.—By Temperance, we are instructed to govern the
passions, and check unruly desires. The health of the
body, and the dignity of the species, are equally con-
cerned in a faithful observance of it.—By Fortitude, we
are tauglit to resist temptation, and encounter danger
with spirit and resolution. This virtue is equally distant
from rashness and cowardice; and he, who possesses it,
is seldom shaken, and never overthrown, by the storms
that surround him.—By Prudence, we are instructed to
regulate our conduct by the dictates of reason, and to
judge and determine with propriety in the execution of
every thing that tends to promote either our present or

13 [ cite a single instance of this fact from Lawrie. “A Scottish
entleman in the Prussian service was taken prisoner at the battle of
utzen, and was conveyed to Prague along with four hundred of his

companions-in-arms. As soon as it was known that he was a Mason,
he was released from confinement ; he was invited to the tables of the
most distinguished citizens, and requested to consider himself as a
Freemason, and not as a prisoner of war. About three months after
the engagement, an exchange of prisoners took place, and the Scottish
officer was presented by the Fraternity with a purse of sixty ducats
to defray the expenses of his journey.”—ErriTor.
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future well-being. On this virtue, all others depend; it
is, therefore, the chief jewel that can adorn the human
frame.—Justice, the boundary of right, constitutes the
cement of civil society. This virtue, in a great measure,
constitutes real goodness, and is therefore represented as
the perpetual study of the accomplished Mason. With-
out the exercise of justice, universal confusion would
ensue; lawless force might overcome the principles. of
equity, and social intercourse no longer exist. .

The explanation of these virtues'is accompanied with
'some general observations on the equality observed
among Masons. In the lodge, no estrangement of be-
haviour is discovered; influenced by the same principle,
an uniformity of opinion, which is useful in exigencies,
and pleasing in familiar life, universally prevails, strength-
ens the ties of friendship, and promotes love and esteem.
Masons are brethren by a double tie; and among them,
as brothers, no invidious distinctions exist; merit being
always respected, and honour rendered to whom houour
is due.—A king, in the lodge, is reminded, that although
a crown may adorn the head, or a sceptre the hand, the
blood in the veins is derived from the common parent of
mankind, and is no better than that of the meanest sub-
ject.—The statesman, the senator, and the artist, are
there taught that, equally with others, they are by nature
exposed to infirmity and disease; and that an unforeseen
misfortune, or a disordered frame, may impair their
faculties, and level them with the most ignorant of their
species. This checks pride, and incites ecourtesy of
behaviour. Men of inferior talents, or who are not
placed by fortune in such exalted stations, are instructed
to regard their superiors with peculiar esteem; when
they discover them voluntarily divested of the trappings
of external grandeur, and condescending, in the badge
of innocence and bond of friendship, to trace wisdom,
and follow virtue, assisted by those who are of a rank
beneath them. Virtue is true nobility, and Wisdom is
the channel by which Virtue is directed and conveyed ;
Wisdom and Virtue, only, mark distinction among
Masons. :

Such is the arrangement of the Sections in the First
Lecture ; which, including the forms adopted at opening
and closing the lodge, comprehends the whole of the



OF MASONRY. Byl

First Degree. This plan has not only the advantage of
regularity to recommend it, but the support of precedent
and authority, and the sanction and respect which flowy
from antiquity. The whole is a regular system of
morality, conceived in a strain of interesting allegory,
which readily ‘unfolds its beauties to the candid and
industrious inquirer.

SECT. 1IV.

Remarks on the SEconDp LECTURE.

MasonRry is a progressive science, and is divided into
different classes, or Degrees, for the more regular advance-
ment in the knowledge of its mysteries. According to
the progress we make, we limit or extend our inquiries;
and, in proportion to our talents, we attain to a lesser or
greater degree of perfection. :

Masonry includes almost every branch of polite learn-
ing under the veil of its mysteries, which comprehend a
regular system of virtue and science. Many of its illus-
trations may appear unimportant to the confined genius;
but the man of more enlarged faculties will consider
them in the highest degree useful and interesting. To
please the accomplished scholar and ingenious artist, the
institution is well suited; and in the investigation of its
latent doctrines, the philosopher and mathematician may
experience equal satisfaction and delight. '

To exhaust the various subjects of which Masonry
treats, would transcend the powers of the brightest
genius: still, however, nearer approaches to perfection
may be made; and the man of wisdom will not check
the progress of his abilities, though the task he attempts
may, at first, seem insurmountable. Perseverance and
application will remove each difficulty as it occurs;
every step he advances, new pleasures will open to his
view, and-instruction of the noblest kind attend his
researches. In the diligent pursuit of knowledge, great
discoveries are made; and the intellectual faculties are
wisely employed in promoting the glory of God and the
good of mankind.

SUCH IS THE TENDENCY OF ALL THE ILLUSTRATIONS

)
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IN MASONRY. REVERENCE FOR THE DEITY AND GRATI-
TUDE FOR THE BLESSINGS OF HEAVEN ARE INCULCATED
IN EVERY DEGREE. This is the plan of our system, and
the result of our inquiries.

The First Degree being intended to enforce the duties
of morality, and imprint on the memory the noblest
principles which can adorn the human mind; the Second
Degree extends the plan, and comprehends a more diffu-
sive system of knowledge. Practice and theory are
united, to qualify the industrious Mason to share the

leasures which an advancement in the Art necessarily
affords. Listening with attention to the opiuions of
experienced men on important subjects, the mind of the
Craftsman is gradually familiarized to useful instruction,
and he is soon enabled to investigate truths of the utmost
concern in the general transactions of life.

From this system proceeds a rational amusement.
While the mental powers are fully employed, the judg-
ment is properly exercised : a spirit of emulation prevails;
and every brother vies, who shall most excel in promot-
ing the design of the Institution.

The First Section.

The First Section of the Second Degree elucidates
the mode of introduction into this class; and instructs
the diligent Craftsman how to proceed in the proper
arrangement of the ceremonies which are used on that
occasion. It enables him to judge of the importance
of those rites, and convinces him of the necessity of
adheting to all the established usages of the Order.
Here he is entrusted with particular tests, to prove his
title to the privileges of this Degree; and satisfactory
reasons are given for their origin. The duties which
cement, in the firmest union, well-informed brethren, are
illustrated; and an opportunity is given to make such
advances in the Art, as will always distinguish the
talents of able Craftsmen.

Besides the ceremony of initiation in the Second
Degree, this Section contains many important particu-
lars, with which no officer of the lodge should be unac-
quainted.
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Charge av Initiation into the Second Degree.t
BroTHER,

Being advanced to the Second Degree of the Order,
we congratulafe you on your preferment. [The internal,
and not the external, qualifications of a man, are what
Masonry regards. As you increase in knowledge, you
will consequently improve in social intercourse.

It is unnecessary to recapitulate the duties which, as
a Mason, you are now bound to discharge; or enlarge on
the necessity of a strict adherence to them; as your own
experience must have established their value. It may
be sufficient to observe, that] Your past behaviour and
regular deportment have merited the honour which we
have conferred; and in your new character, it is expected
that you will not only conform to the principles of the
Order, but steadily persevere in the practice of every
virtue.

The study of the liberal arts [that valuable branch of
education, which tends so effectually to polish and adorn
the mind] is earnestly recommended to your considera-
tion; especially the science of Geometry, which is
established as the basis of our Art. [Geometry, or
Masonry, originally synonymous terms, is of a divine and
moral nature, and enriched with the most useful know-
ledge: whilst it proves the wonderful properties of
Nature, it- demonstrates the more important truths of
Morality.] 3

As the solemnity of our ceremonies requires a serious
deportment, you are to be particularly attentive to your
behaviour in our regular assemblies; you are to preserve
our ancient usages and customs sacred and inviolable,
and induce others, by your example, to hold them in due
veneration.

The laws and regulations of the Order you are strenu-
ously to support and maintain. You are not-to palliate,
or aggravate, the offences of your brethren; but, in the
decision of every trespass against our rules, judge with
candour, admonish with friendship, and reprehend with
mercy.

1 The sentences enclosed in brackets [ ] may be occasionally
omitted. :
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As a Craftsman, in our private assemblies you may
offer your sentiments and opinions on such subjects as
are regularly introduced in the Lecture, under the super-
intendence of an experienced Master, who will guard the
land-mark against encroachment. By this privilege you
may improve your intellectual powers; qualify yourself
to become an useful member of society; and like a skil-
ful Brother, strive toexcel in what is good and great.

[** All regular signs and summonses, given and received,
you are duly to henour, and punctually obey; inasmuch
as they consist with our professed dprinciples. You are
to encourage industry and reward menit; supply the
wants and relieve the necessities of brethren and fellows,
to the utmost of your power and ability; and on no
account to wrong them, or see them wronged, but timely
to apprize them of approaching danger, and view their
interest as inseparable from your own.

Such is the nature of your engagement, as a Craftsman ;
and these duties you are now bound, by the most sacred
ties, to observe.] .

The Second Section.

The Second Section of this Degree presents an ample
field for the man of genius to perambulate. It cursorily
specifies the particular classes of the Order, and explains
the requisite qualifications for preferment in each.
In the explanation of our usages, many remarks are
introduced, which are equally useful to the experienced
artist and the sage moralist. The various operations of
the mind are demonstrated, as far as they will admit of
elucidation, and a fund of extensive science is explored
throughout. Here we find employment for leigure
hours; trace science from its original source; a'ndiby
drawing the attention to the sum of perfection, contem-
plate with admiration the wonderful works of the
Creator. Greometry is displayed, with all its powers and
properties; and in the disquisition of this science, the
mind is filled with rapture and delight. Such is the
latitude of this Section, that the most judicious may fail

'3 This and the following paragraph are to be omitted, if previously
uged in the course of the ceremony. >
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in an attempt to explain it; the rational powers being
exerted to their utmost stretch in illustrating the beau-.
ties of Nature, and demonstrating the more important
trutns of morality. : :

As the Orders of Architecture come under consideration
in this Section, the following brief description of them
may not be improper: g i

By order, in architecture, is meant a system of the
members, proportions, and ornaments of columns and
pilasters; or, it is a regular arrangemeht of the project- -
ing parts of a building, which, united with those of a
column, form a beautiful, perfect, and complete whole.
Order in architecture may be traced from the first forma-
tion of society. When the rigour of seasons obliged men
to contrive shelter from the inclemency of the weather,
we learn that they first planted trees on end, and then
laid others across, to support a covering. The bands
which connected those trees at top and bottom, are said
to have suggested the idea of the base and capitals of
pillars; and from this simple hint originally proceeded
the more improved art of architecture.

The five orders are thus classed; the Tuscan, Doric,
Ionie, Corinthian, and Composite. ,

The Tuscan is the most simple and solid of the nve
orders. It was invented in Tuscany, whence it derw.es
its name. Its column is seven diameters high; and its
capital, base, and entablature, have but few mouldings.
The simplicity of the construction of this column ren-
ders it eligible where solidity is the chief object, and
where ornament would bé superfluous. Joibe s

The Doric. order, which is plain and natural, is the
most ancient, and was invented by the Greeks. Its
column is eight diameters high, and it has seldom any
ornaments on base or capital, except mouldings; though
the frieze is distinguished by triglyphs and metopes, and
the triglyphs compose the ornaments of the frieze. The
solid composition of this order gives it a preference in
structures where strength and a noble but rough sim-
plicity are chiefly required.’s

18 The Doric is the best proportioned of all the orders. The'sgvﬂml
parts of which it is composed are founded on the natural position of

solid bodies. In its first invention it was more simple than 1n lbs
present state. In after-times, when it began to be adorned, it gaine:

¥
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The JIonic bears a kind of mean proportion between
the more solid and delicate orders. Its columm is nine
diameters high: its capital is adorned with volutes, and
its cornice has denticles. There is both delicacy and
ingenuity displayed in this pillar; the invention of which
is ‘attributed to the Ionians, as the famous temple of
Diana at Ephesus was of this order. It is said to have
been formed after the model of an agreeable young
woman, of an elegant shape, dressed in her hair; as a
contrast to the Déric order, which was formed after that
of a strong robust man.

The Corinthian, the richest of the five orders, is deemed
a master-piece of art, and was invented at Corinth by
Callimachus. Its column is ten diameters high, and its
capital is adorned with two rows of leaves and eight
volutes, which sustain the abacus. The frieze is orna-
mented with curious devices, and the cornice with denti-
cles and modillions. This order is used in stately and
superb structures.”

The Composite is compounded of the other orders, and
was contrived by the Romans. Its capital has the two
rows of leaves of the Corinthian, and the volutes of the
Tome. Its column has the quarter-round as the Tuscan
and Doric orders, is ten diameters high, and its cornice
has denticles, or simple modillions. This pillar is gene-
rally found in buildings where strength, elegance, and
beauty are united.”®

the name of Doric; for when it was constructed in its primitive and
simple form, the name of Tuscan was conferred on it. Hence the
Tuscan precedes the Doric in rank, on account of the resemblance to
that pillar in its original state.

17 Callimachus is said to have taken the hint of the capital of this
pillar from the following remarkable circumstance :—Accidently pass-
ing by the tomb of a young lady, he perceived a basket of toys
covered with a tile placed over an acanthus root; having been left
there by her nurse. As the branches grew up, they encompassed the
basket, till, arriving at the tile, they met with an obstruction,and bent
downwards. Callimachus, struck with the object, set about imitating
the figure ; the vase of the capital he made to represent the basket,
the abacus the tile; and the volutes the bending leaves.

1% The original orders of architecture were no more than three :—the
Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian. To these the Romans added two:—the
Tuscan, which they made plainer than the Doric; and the Composite
which was more ornamental, if not more beautiful than the Corinthian.
The first three orders alone show invention and particular character
and essentially differ from each other; the two others have nothing
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These observations are intended to induce the indus-
trious Craftsman to pursue his researches into the rise
and progress of architecture, by consulting the works of
the best writers on the subject,”

From this theme we proceed to illustrate the moral
advantages of Geometry:

Geometry is the first and noblest of sciences, and the
basis on which the superstructure of Freemasonry is
erected.

The contemplation of this science in a moral and com-
prebensive view fills the mind with rapture. To the
true Geometrician, the regions of matter with which he
is surrounded afford ample scope for his admiration,
while they open a sublime field for his inquiry and
disquisition. ~ Every blade of grass which covers the
field, every flower that blows, and every insect which
wings its way in the bounds of expanded space, proves
the existence of a First Cause, and yields pleasure to the
intelligent mind.

The symmetry, beauty, and order displayed in the

various parts of animate and inanimate creation are
pleasing and delightful themes, and naturally lead to the
source whence the whole is derived. When we bring
within the focus of the eye the variegated carpet of the
terrestrial creation, and survey the progress of the vege-
tative system, our admiration is justly excited. Every
plant that grows, every flower that displays its beauties
or breathes its sweets, affords instruction and delight.
When we extend our views to the animal creation, and
contemplate the varied ‘clothing of every species, we are
equally struck with astonishment! and when we trace
the lines of Geometry drawn by the Divine pencil in the
beautiful plumage of the feathered tribe, how exal.ted is
our conception of the heavenly work! The admirable
structure of plants and animals, and the infinite number

but what is borrowed, and differ only accidentally; the Tuscan is the
Doric in its earliest state; and the Composite is the Corinthian
enriched with the Ionic. To the Greeks, and not to the Romans, we
are indebted for what is great, judicious, and distinct, in architecture.

! How much soever I ma¥y regret the loss of the fine analysis of
“the Senses” which Mr. Preston had introduced here ;_yet, as it forms
no part of the present system of Masonry, it is necessarily expunged
—otherwise this volume would have a tendency to mislead rather
than inform —EpIToRr.
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of fibres and vessels which™run through the whole, with
the apt disposition of one part to another, is a perpetual
subject of study to the true Geometrician; who, while
he adverts to the changes which all undergo in their
progress to maturity, is lost in rapture and veneration of
the Great Cause that produced the whole, and which
continues to govern the system.

When he descends into the boavels of the earth, and
explores the kingdom of ores, minerals, and fossils, he
finds the same instances of Divine wisdom and goodness
displayed in their formation and structure; every gem
and every pebble proclaims the handy-work of an Al-
mighty. Creator. :

When he surveys the watery element, and directs his
attention to the wonders of the deep, with all the inhabi-
tants of the mighty ocean, he perceives emblems of the
same Supreme Intelligence. The scales of the largest
whale, and the pencilled shell of the most diminutive
fish, equally yield a theme for his contemplation, on
which he fondly dwells; while the symmetry of their
forination, and the delicacy of the tints, evince to his
discerning eye the Wisdom of the Divine Artist.

When he exalts his view to the more noble and eleva-
ted parts of Nature, and surveys the celestial orbs, how
much greater is his astonishment! If, on the principles
of Geometry and true philosophy, he contemplates the
sun, the moon, the stars, and the whole concave of
heaven, his pride is humbled, and he islost in awful
admiration. The immense magnitude of those bodies,
the regularity and rapidity of theit motions, and the vast
extent of space throu?h which they move, are equally
inconceivable ; and, as far as they exceed human compre-
hension, baffle his most daring ambition, till, lost in the
immensity of the theme, he sinks into his primitive insig-
nificance.

By Geometry, then, we curiously trace Nature, through
her various windings, to her most concealed recesses.
By it we discover the power, the wisdom, and the good-
ness of the Great Artificer of the universe, and view
with delight the proportions which connect this vast
machine. By it we discover how the planets move in
their different orbits, and demonstrate their various revo-
lutions. By it we account for the return of seasons, and
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the variety of scenes Which each season displays to the
discerning eye. Numberless worlds are around us, all
framed by the same Divine Artist, which roll through
the vast expanse, and are all conducted by the same
unerring law. :

A survey of Nature, and the observation of her beau-
* tiful proportions, first determined man to imitate the
Divine plan, and study symmetry and order. This gave
rise to societies, and birth to every useful art. The
architect began to design; and the plans which he laid
down, improved by experience and time, produced works
which have been the admiration of every age.

The Third Section.

‘The Third Section of this Degree has reference to the
origin of the institution, and views Masonry under two
denominations, Operative and Speculative. These are
separately considered, and the principles on which both
are founded are particularly explained. Their affinity is
pointed out by allegorical figures and typical representa-
tions. Here the rise of our government, or division into
classes is examined ; the disposition of our rulers, supreme
and subordinate, is traced; and reasons are assigned for
the establishment of several of our present practices.
The progress made in architecture, particularly in the
reign of Solomon, is remarked; the number of artists®

2° T copy- from “Anderson’s Book of Constitutions;” the numbers
and classes of all the Craftsmen who were employed about this
work —

¢ Harodim, princes, rulers, or provosts . . . - . . . o = 300
Menatzchim, expert Master Masons . . . . . . . . . 3300
Ghiblim, stone squarers and sculptors, _

Ish Chotzeb, men of hewing, . .. . .p able Fellow Crafts . 80,000

Benai, layers or builders, . f4_See )
The levy out of Israel, appointed to work in Lebanon one
month in three, 10,000 every month, under the direction of

the noble Adoniram, who was the Junior Grand Warden . 30,000
All the Freemasons employed in the work of the Temple,
exclusive of the two Grand Wardens. . . 113,600

Besides the Ish Sabbal, or glen of burden, the remains of the
old Canaanites, amounting to 70,000, who are nqt-numbered among
Masons. Solomon distributed the Fellow Crafts into separate lodges,
with a master and wardens in each, that they might receive commands
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who were employed in building the’Temple of Jerusalem,
with their privileges, are sseciﬁed; the stipulated period
for rewarding merit is fixed, and the inimitable moral to
which that circumstance alludes is explained; the crea-
tion of the world is described, and many particulars are
recited, which have been carefully preserved among
Masons, and transmitted from one age to another by oral
tradition. In short, this Section contains a store of
valuable knowledge, founded on reason and sacred record,
both entertaining and instructive, and is well calculated
to enforce the veneration due to antiquity.”

in a regular manner, might take care of their tools and jewels, might
be regularly paid every week. &c., and the Fellow Crafts took care of
their succession by educating Entered Apprentices.”—Ebitor.

?l We can afford little assistance, by writing, to the industrious
Mason in this Section, as it can only be acquired by oral communica-
tion: for an explanation, however, of the connection between Operative
and Speculative Masonry, we refer him to the Fourth Section of Book
I, page 7.

’ The following Invocation of Solomon, at the Dedication of the Tem-
ple of Jerusalem, particularly claims our attention in this Section:

INVOCATION.

And Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord, in the presence of
all the congregation of Israel, and spread forth his hands; saying,

O Lord God, there is no god like unto thee, in heaven above, or in
the earth beneath: who keepest covenant, and shewest mercy unto
thy servants who walk before thee, with all their' hearts.

X {;et thy word be verified, which thou hast spoken unto David, my
ather.

Let all the people of the earth know, that the Lord is God; and
that there is none else.

Let all the people of the earth know thy name and fear thee.

Let all the people of the earth know, that I have built this house,
and consecrated it to thy name.

But will God, indeed, dwell upon the earth? Behold—the heaven,
and heaven of heavens, cannot contain thee; how much less this
house, which I have built!

Yet, have respect unto my prayer, and to my supplication, and
hearken unto my cry:

May thine eyes be open toward this house, by day and by night;
fgen 7towzu‘d the place of which thou hast said, My name shall be

ere !

And when thy servant, and thy people Israel, shall pray towards
this” house, hearken to their supplication; hear thou them in heaven,
thy dwelling-place: and when thou hearest, forgive!

And the Lord answered, and said. I have hallowed the house which
thou hast built, to put my name there for ever; and mine eyes and
mine heart shall be there perpetually.

And all the people answered and said—The Lord is gracious, and
his mercy endureth for ever.
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The Fourth Section.

The Fourth and last Section of this Degree is no less
replete with usefil instruction. Circumstances of real
importance to the Fraternity are here particularized, and
wany traditional tenets and customs confirmed by sacred
and profane record. The celestial and terrestrial globes
are considered with accuracy ; and here the accomplished
gentleman may display his talents to advantage in the
elucidation of the sciences, which are classed’in a regular
arrangement. The stimulus to preferment, and the mode
of rewarding merit, are pointed out; the marks of dis-
tinction which were conterred on our ancient Brethren,
as the reward of excellence, are explained; and the
duties, as well as privileges, of the first branch of their
male offspring defined. In short, this Section contains
some curious observations on the validity of our forms,
and concludes with the most powerful incentives to the
practice of piety and virtue.

As the seven liberal Arts and Sciences are illustrated
in this Section, it may not be improper to give a short
explanation of them:

Grammar teaches the proper arrangement of words,
according to the idiom or (Ealect of any particular people;
and that excellency of pronunciation which enables us
to speak or write a language with accuracy, agreeably
to reason and correct usage.

Rhetoric teaches us to speak copiously and fluently on
any subject, not merely with propriety, but with all the
advantages of force and elegance; wisely contriving to
captivate the hearers by strength of argument and beauty
of expression, whether it be to entreat or exhort, to
admonish or applaud. 3 :

Logic teaches us to guide our reason discretionally in
the general knowledge of things, and direct our inquiries
after truth. It consists of a regular train of argument,
whence we infer, deduce, and conclude, according to
certain premises laid down, admitted, or gra‘l:lted.; and in
it are employed the faculty of conceiving, judging, rea-
soning and disposing; which are naturally'led on from
one gradation to another, till the point in question 18
finally determined. : ¢

Arithmetic teaches the powers and properties of num-
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bers; which is variously affected by letters, tables,
figures and instruments. By this art, reasons and demon-
strations are given for finding ont any certain number,
whose relation or affinity to others is already known.

Geometry treats of the powers and properties of magni-
tudes in general, where length, breadth, and thickness
are considered.”? By this science, the architect is enabled
to construct his plans; the general, to arrange his
soldiers; the engineer, to mark out ground for encamp-
ments; the geographer, to give us the dimensions of the
world, delineate the extent of seas, and specify the divisi-
ons of empires, kingdoms, and provinces; and by it,
also, the astronomer is enabled to make his observations,
and fix the duration of times and seasons, years and
cycles. In short, Geometry is the foundation of archi-
tecture, and the root of the mathematies.

Music teaches the art of forming concords, so as to
compose delightful harmony, by a proportional arrange-
ment of acute, grave, and mixed sounds. This art, by a
series of experiments, is reduced to a science, with
respect to tones, and the intervals of sound only. It
inquires into the nature of concords and discords, and
enables us to find out the proportion between them by
numbers.

Astronomy is that art by which we are taught to read
the wonderful works of the Almighty Creator in those
sacred pages, the celestial hemisphere. Assisted by
Astronomy, we observe the motions, measure the dis-
tances, comprehend the magnitudes, and calculate the

eriods and eclipses, of the heavenly bodies. By it we
earn the use of the globes, the system of the world, and
the primary law of Nature. While we are employed in
the study of this science, we perceive unparalleled
instances of wisdom and goodness, and through the whole
of creation trace the glorious Author by his works.®

%2 Thus the ‘progression is from a point to a line. from a line to a
superficies, and from a superficies to a solid. A point has no dimen-
sions, but is an indivisible part of space. A line is the continuation
of a point, embracing cnly,the single capacity of length. A superficies
has two dimensions, length and breadth ; and a solid has three dimen-
sions, length, breadth, and thickness.—Ebpr1Tor. :

23 The doctrine of the Spheres, whic his included in the science of
Astronomy, is also particularly considered in this section. .

The globes are two artificial spherical bodies, on the convex surface
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Thus end the different Sections of the second Lecture ;
which, with the ceremony used at opening and closing
the lodge, compreliend the whole of the Second Degree
of Masonry. Besides a complete theory of philosophy
and physics, this Lecture contains a regular system of
science, demonstrated on the clearest principles, and
established on the firmest foundation.

SECT. V.

REMARKS on theé THirRD LECTURE.

In treating with propriety on any subject, it is neces-.
sary to observe a regular course; in the former Degrees
we have recapitulated the contents of the several Sec-
tions, and should willingly pursue the same plan in this
Degree, did not the variety of particulars, of which it is
composed, render it impossible to give an abstract, with-
out violating the rules of the Order. It may be suffi-
cient to remark, that, in twelve Sections, of which this
Lecture consists, every circumstance that respects govern-
ment and system, ancient lore and deep research, curious
invention and ingenious discovery, is collected, and accu-
rately traced; while the mode of practising our rites, on
public as well as private occasions, is satisfactorily
explained. Among the brethren of this Degree, the
landmarks of the Order are preserved; and from them
is derived that fund of information which expert and
ingenious Craftsmen only can afford, whose judgment
has been matured by years and experience. To a com-

of which are represented the countries, seas, and various parts of the
earth; the face of the heavens, the planetary revolutions, and other
important particulars. The sphere, with the parts of the earth deli-
neated on its surface, is called the terrestial globe; and that with the
constellations, and other heavenly bodies, the celestial globe. Their
principal use, besides serving as maps to distinguish the outward
parts of the earth, and the situation of the fixed stars, is, to illustrate
and explain the phenomena arising from the annual revolution and
diurnal rotation of the earth round its own axis. They are the
noblest instruments for giving the most distinct idea of any problem
or proposition, as well as for enabling us to solve it. Contemplating
these bodies, Masons are inspired with a due reverence for the Deity
and his works; and are induced to apply with diligence and attention
to astronomy, geography, navigation, and all the arts dependent on
them, by which society has been so much benefited.
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plete knowledge of this Lecture, few attain; but, it .is an
infallible truth, that he who acquires by merit the mark
of pre-eminence to which this Degree entitles him,
receives a reward which amply compensates for all his
past diligence and assiduity.

From this class of the Order, the rulers of the Craft
are selected ; as it is only from those who, are capable of
giving instruction that we can properly expect to receive
it with advantage.

The First Section.

The ceremony of initiation into the Third Degree 7 is
particularly specified in this branch of the Lecture, and
many useful instructions are 1given.

Such is the importance of this Section, that we may
safely aver, whoever is unacquainted with it, is ill quali-
fied to act as a ruler or governor of the work of Masonry.

Prayer at Initiation into the Third Degree.

O Lord, direct us to know and serve thee aright!
prosper our laudable undertakings! and grant that, as
we increase in knowledge, we may improve in virtue, and
still farther promote thy honour and glory! So mote it be.

Charge at Initiation into the Third Degree.
BroTuER,

Your zeal for the institution of Freemasonry, the pro-
gress which you have made inthe Art, and your conform-
ity to the general regulations, have pointed you out as a
proper object of our favour and esteem.

In the character of a Master-mason, you are henceforth
authorized to correct the errors and irregularities of
brethren and fellows, and guard them against a breach
of fidelity. To improve the morals and correct the man-
ners of men in society, must be your constant care.
With this view, therefore, you are always to recommend
to inferiors, obedience and submission ; to equals, courtesy

% Qur American brethren use an abundance of scripture quotations
in the opening and conduct of this Degree, particularly that sublime
observation of King Solomon recorded in Ecclesiastes, xii.,1—7.
—EDITOR.
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and affability ; to superiors, kindness and condescension.
Universal benevolence you are to inculcate; and, by the
regularity of your own behaviour, afford the best example
for the conduct of others. The ancient landmarks of the
Order, which are here intrusted to your care, you are
to preserve sacred and inviolable ; and, never suffer an
infringement of our rights, or a deviation from establish-
ed usage and custom. '

Duty, honour, and gratitude, now bind you to be
faithful to every trust; to support with becoming dignity
your new character; and to enforce, by example and
Frecept, the tenets of the system. Let nomotive, there-
ore, make you swerve from your duty, violate your
vows, or betray your trust; but be true and faithful, and
imitate the example of that celebrated artist whom you
have once represented. By this exemplary conduct you
will convince the world, that merit has been your title to
our privileges; and that, on you, our favours have not
been undeservedly bestowed.

The Second Section.
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