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PREFACE.

“TraE influence of the Free Mason Lodges upon State and
Religion, has been greater than the majority of the members have
known and their opponents have supposed,”” says Dr. Niedner in
his Church History, page 777. This judgment we transfer upon
the Odd Fellow lodges, and certainly with justice, as these two
bodies have one and the same doctrine, entirely the same princi-
ples. Great is the influence of the lodges, as far as we can
discern it, but who knows how far it extends in reality, as so
much of it is exercised wholly in secret? Many thousands are
yearly drawn into the net of the lodge, therein inflated ¢ with
proper conceptions of their powers and capabilities,”’ brought to
the conviction that they, without Christ, ‘“are capable of doing
good,”” are directed to place their reliance upon themselves and
the order, but estranged from the Church of God and the blessed
Gospel. Who shall bear the blame? Certainly, for the most part,
those who are led astray, themselves; but not these alone. Prof.
Dr, Hengstenberg, in his book— ¢ Free Masonry and the Evan-
gelical Pastoral Office’”—I, page 56, says: ‘* No small part of the
blame rests upon the Church and her Theology, which hitherto
have cared too little about penetrating into the nature of the
order, or portraying the same in a clear and convincing manner,
and proving its incompatibility with the word of God.”” Of these
many thousands, estranged from the Gospel by the influence of the
lodge, up to the present time, as experience proves, very few have
returned to the same, As, however, if they remain thus
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estranged from the Gospel, none of them can be saved, Lo - ~er-
tainly demands that we should do everything in our power botn vu
save those led astray, as well as to warn those standing in danger,
which is surely best done by examining the doctrine and principles
of the order in the light of God’s word. This it is that has been
attempted in this pamphlet, whether successfully, those conversant
with the subject must determine. Every criticism dictated by
knowledge of the subject and kindly feeling, shall be thankfully
made use of.

In order to give an opportunity to test the doctrines of the
secret societies by the everlasting word of God, be this little book
recommended to all members and friends of the lodge, as well as
to alt antagonists of the same.

May the faithful God accompany it with his blessing !

THE AUTHOR.
Forr ATkinsoN, Wis., July, 1874.



FIRST DIALOGUE.

-

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits
whether they are of God. 1 John,4: 1.

Christian. I am very glad indeed to see you, Ernest, as I have
something I would like to speak to you about. You have resided
in this country longer than I, and are better acquainted with its
manners and customs.

Ernest. Well, what have you on your mind this evening,
Christian ?

Ch. I will tell you. I was in town to-day, where I met
Maurice. After conversing a while about the harvest, the price
of wheat, &c, he asked me if I did not feel inclined to join the
lodge. To my question, what kind of a lodge it was, he answered,
the Odd Fellows’ Lodge. As I expressed my astonishment at the
name ‘“Odd Fellows,”” and showed no great desire to become
““0dd,” he said that was merely a name, and little or nothing
depended on it; we must look to the matter, and that was good.
He then extolled the lodge in the highest terms; praised, in his
loquacity, its endless benefactions, and added that the Lodge was
the dearest spot on earth to him, and so forth. Now I would beg
of you, if you are able, and know anything about it, to give me a
particular account of the lodge, whether it is really something
good or not. I have often heard about the Free Masons, that
they have a covenant with the devil. If this should prove some-
thing of that sort, I would never join it. 84614
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E, What did Maurice say was good in the lodge?

Ch. Alas, I cannot remember the half that he said; but,
among other things, he said that if I joined it and should be sick,
1 would receive three or five dollars a week, I do not remember
exactly which; and I should also have night watchers, without
paying for them.

K. Isthat all that he said?

Ch. He said, too, that all the members of the lodge were
moral men, and if everybody would join, the world would become
a Paradise; but the parsons kept the people in ignorance, that
they should not be enlightened. I believe he added something
about widows and orphans, funerals, &c., but it is pretty much
mixed up in my head. I would like to have asked him some ques-
tions, but you know, with his extraordinary loquacity, one can
scarcely get in a word; besides, I had no time, and was thinking
that, perhaps, in our evening talks, when we smoke our pipes com-
fortably together, you could help me to an understanding of the
subject.

E. The good Maurice has given you too much to digest at
once, without considering that the portion we administer must be
adapted to the strength of the stomach.

Ch. 1 believe you are correct. If he had taken point by
point, listened to and answered my questions, the matter would
have been much clearer to my mind. But be so kind, and inform
me, if you can, WHAT THE LODGE IS, and WHAT IS ITS AIM?

E. Very good; I will do so, and think I can, for I have been
a member these ten years. Therefore—

Ch. What! you, too, an—0dd—Odd—Odd—Fellow?

E. Indeed I am, and think to remain one, for it is really
something good, excellent and noble.

Ch, This is indeed news to me! You never told me anything
of it.

E. Well, I am very much opposed to taking any and every
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one into the lodge. We should first become acquainted with per-
sons. When we have learned to know a man’s character, to be
moral and steadfast, then we can propose and accept him, but
no sooner.

Ch. Aha! Then you did not consider me’'to possess a morally
steadfast character, and that is the reason you never said anything
to me about it !

E. Not for that reason. When you become acquainted with
the nature and principles of our order, you will surely not censure
me that I did not immediately on your arrival tell you all about
it and ask you to become a member. And this is what displeases
me in Brother Maurice, that he, without having any nearer ac-
quaintance with you, at once asked you to join. Another thing
that I dislike is, that he talks immediately against the parsons.
True, there are some who work against our order, and keep the
people in ignorance; but there are many others who have nothing
against it, neither indeed could they, because its aim is good and
praiseworthy; and of these, many a minister has already joined
the order, and I hope many more will yet unite with it; I could
also wish that our own minister would soon become a member. If
many of them are opposed to the lodge, the more friendly-disposed
cannot answer for it; therefore I think we should not immediately
begin to rail at the parsons. '

Ch. What! Is Maurice your brother? T never knew that.

E. To be sure, he is not my brother by birth, indeed, no rela-
tion of mine whatever, but still my brother, because he belongs to
the same order; all who belong to the lodge, be they where they
may, are among each other brothers; they recognize each other
as such, stand by each other, and hold together in every respect as
brothers.

Ch. Really! Then, perhaps, after all, it is something good!
But, by my digressions, we have wandered entirely from the sub-
ject, and you have been prevented from telling me what the lodge
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is and what is its aim. You must know, if you have belonged to
it for ten years. Please tell me.

E, Well, I think I can speak from experience. In ten years
one can learn something. Neither did I let this time pass by
unemployed. I have profited by the lodge in many ways, and
have much to thank it for. Pay attention, then! The lodge is
an association of purely moral men, of honorable, steadfast char-
acter. They have united together for the purpose of doing good
wherever they can, particularly in the support of the needy, visit-
ing the sick, burying the dead, helping the widow and educating
the orphan. They obligate themselves to stand by each other in
all positions and circumstances of life, to assist and to save each
other when they are in danger.* ~In this way, all the lodges of
our order, of which there are over 5000 in” America, are united.
Every one stands by the other, helps and promotes his interests
wherever he can, and if one of them be sick, he receives weekly
his appointed aid. If he needs night watchers, every night two
brothers are there, who wait on him, moisten his fever-parched
tongue with a refreshing drink, and alleviate his situation in every
possible way. If he dies, they render him the last services of
affection by closing his eyes, providing for the funeral, and seeing
to it that it is solemnly performed. Yea, the lodge provides for
the surviving widow and her uneducated children, takes care that
they do not suffer want, and that the children’s minds are stored
with useful knowledge and their heart and will are properly
trained. Further, the lodge endeavors, by moral suasion, to unite
all hearts in Friendship, Love and Truth, to banish prejudice and
superstition, envy and hatred; on the contrary, to promote har-
mony and concord. To make all men happy,—that is its aim.
In short, the lodge is a magnificent Institution of Charity. And
what could be more ardently desired, than that all should unite

* See Odd Fellows’ Pocket Companion, page 13,
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with it, in order that the benefits of this great benevolence should
descend upon all! And this is what we endeavor to attain by our
labors. Here I have given you, in a few words, to know what the
lodge is, and what is its aim. Consider now whether you will join
or not. Consider whether it is not a fine thing in time of need to
draw your weekly support; whether it is not consoling in sickness,
every night to have two careful watchers by the sick bed ; whether.
it is not tranquilizing to every well wishing father of a family, to
know that after his death his widow and his uneducated children
are provided for in this cold world, where so little love is to be
found! You have yourself a small flock, of which the youngest
cannot yet even walk alone. Now think for a moment: should
you die to-day or to-morrow, how would your mourning widow
and your helpless orphans fare? Surely every one, particularly
fathers of families, can do no better than to unite with this benevo-
lent association. Choose now, whether you will be left in sickness
without sympathy, aid, advice and comfort, or whether you will
enjoy comfort, advice, aid and sympathy. Choose whether at your
death, which may possibly be near, you will know your widow and
ratherless children provided for, or whether they shall be ex-
posed to wretchedness, hunger and want! Choose whether your
dear Catharine, after your death, shall be enabled to live respecta-
bly, or whether she, perhaps forsaken by all, shall heg her own and
her children’s bread at the doors of unmerciful men! Choose, and
the sooner you decide to join, the better! If you have an inclina-
tion to do so, I will propose you to the lodge. 5

Ch. Hallo! You are almost as much excited as Maurice was.
I have never seen you so animated and eager before.

E. Yes, certainly; for such a good cause one can become
excited, and one can’t help being vexed when here and there peo-
ple are still to be found who are opposed to it.

Ch. Well, I do not know what to say to it; but so much I do
know, that I cannot yet join. Support in time of need is all very
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fine; to know one’s widow and orphans will be provided for after
our death, has also its consoling influence; but I do not under-
stand as yet how it all hangs together and what more is connected
with it. At all events, I must first become better acquainted with
the matter, and examine it, else I might perhaps do something
contrary to my conscience, which is governed by God’s word.

E. It is nothing contrary to your conscience, for the lodge
demands nothing from any one that is in opposition to his con-
science.* But I am not at all opposed to your wish to become
better acquainted with the subject, and I can also lend you a help-
ing hand thereto. I have at home several books and a whole
mass of publications, in which everything concerning the lodge is
clearly laid down, which I will gladly lend you, if you wish to read
them.

Ch. Tam very glad of it, for I would like to learn more of
this subject, and to test it thoroughly. Can you come to-morrow
evening a while? You know that the way I am situated at home,
I cannot well leave.

E. 1 think I can.

Ch. Then please bring the books along. The evenings, which
are already pretty long and constantly growing longer, afford leisure
for reading.

E. 1 will do so with pleasure.

* See Odd Fellows’ Improved Manual, pp. 73, 96, 119, 140; Pocket
Companion, p. 309.



SECOND DIALOGUE.

Search the Scriptures, John 5: 39. That ye may
prove whatis that good and acceptable and perfect
will of God. Rom. 12: 2.

Ernest. Well, neighbor, how do you get along ?

Christian.  Not very well! Last night I could not go to sleep
for a long while; what I had heard yesterday concerning the lodge
made my head to whirl, and when, at length, I did fall asleep, I
dreamed I was in the lodge, and saw all kinds of abominable forms
and shapes, so that I was terribly frightened. And then—

E. That came, probably, from your speaking yesterday about
the covenant with the devil.

Ch. Very likely And then it seemed to me as if I were dan-
gerously ill. Two of the lodge brothers sat by my bedside, and
when I wanted water, and could only gasp a few unintelligible
words, they gave me strong brandy. I could not speak. Gradu-
ally 1 became weaker and weaker. I felt death grasping at my
heart, and yet I could not die. Then the two brothers closed my
eyes. In the terrible anguish, that perhaps I should be buried
alive, T awoke and found myself bathed in sweat,

E. Well, dreams are but phantoms.

Ch. So I thought.

E. Have you considered the matter further to-day ?

Ch. Yes. This matter and what I heard yesterday I could
not yet out of my mind all day, and came near havmo a great mis-
fortune in consequence.
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E. 1In consequence of it?

Ch. Yes. I harnessed my horses to the plough to finish off
that last bit of land, but my mind was so engaged with the lodge
that I neglected to finish laying on the harness upon the gray,
which is the off horse. No sooner had I begun to drive, than the
gray, being very skittish, became aware that something was amiss,
became unmanageable, sprang to the left, and I received a terrible
blow in the side from the plough, which knocked me down, and it
was with difficulty that I could at last arise and hobble home,

E. What became of the horses ?

Ch. They ran home, and took no further damage, but the
plough is broken.

E. You might have been killed.

Ch. So I might

E. Thiok only. Had the misfortune been greater, had you
become a cripple, or remained dead on the spot, how would your
family fare now? I could not be easy, did I not know that my
family were provided for.

Ch. 1 thought of all that, and thanked God, from the bottom
of my heart, that he had so graciously averted the stroke.

E. Indeed I do not know how any father can rest, who does
not know that his family is provided for after his death. T, at
least, could not.

Ch. Certainly a father must do his duty and provide for his
family. I think, too, that I have never neglected my duty in this
respect, and will continue, so long as God lends me strength and
grace, to care for them.

E. That is all right, but certainly not sufficient. You can-
not, for instance, in several years to comwe, earn so much, even
should harvests prove extraordinarily good, that your family can
live without care. But you might be suddeniy called away, and
then they would be destitute. They would, however, be provided
for, so soon as you join the lodge and pay the small entrance fee,
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the weekly, accidental, half yearly and annual contributions. This
is, without question, the easiest way to provide for them, as I told
you last evening. '

Ch. Humanly speaking, this may all be very true; but it
seems to me as if this manner of providing were not entirely free
from setting our confidence in man, and as if one did not believe
that that blessed God, in whose care we daily commend ourselves
and our families in prayer, would not provide for the widows and
orphans, as he has promised to do. But I.will not judge about
that If I can convince myself that it is good, I shall eonsider it
* to be my duty to join; for, to him that knoweth to do good, and
doeth it not, to him it is sin.”” But—have you anything to do
with religion ? :

E. No, we have nothing at all to do with religion. We let
every one believe as he pleases. The order is only an association
for aid and charitable purposes. What did you mean with your
“but,”” you did not come out with it ?

Ch. Yes, but I do not like to tell you.

E. Only come out with it.

Ch. Well, but you must not be angry with me.

E. By no means. '

Ch. By my terrible dream I have really conceived a terror of
the lodge. Tell me, have you actually a covenant with the devil ?

E. Man, are you crazy? [ a covenant with the devil? I
am a Christian. I was born and bred in the Christian religion ;
have learned Luther’s smaller catechism, besides many texts and
hymns; go to church and to communion. And should I have a
covenant with the devil? No, I did not expect that of you!
What do you take me for? Did you ever find me a child of the
devil? Tell me, if you know anything diabolical in.me !

Oh. Well, well ! Don’t fly into such a passion. Come, let us
first light our pipes. Here are tobacco and matches. —Does your
pipe burn ?
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E. Yes.

Ch. Now dear Ernest, I do not say that you have a covenant
with the devil,—I merely ask. It partly appeared so to me in my
dream, and I thought I would inquire. To be sure, I was afraid
you would be angry.

E. Well, I will not be angry with you; yet it does vex me to
hear such conjectures, especially from a friend. No; I tell you
our order is nothing more than a benevolent and mutual aid
association. You may believe me, that it has already caused an
extraordinary amount of good, has distributed many benefits, and
accomplished many works of charity. Many widows and orphans
would to-day, in grief and want, be begging their bread from door
to door, yea, would have perished, had our order not taken care of
them. We do not accept each and every one, least of all one who
has proved himself to be a child of the devil; but only such as are
upright and religiously inclined. To aid the brethren, to visit the
sick, to alleviate their sufferings if possible, to comfort them ; to
provide for widows and orphans; in short, to make all men, were
it possible, happy, is our endeavor !

Ch. In the course of the day, I have reflected much about
what you said yesterday evening,—that the members of the lodge
know each other as brethren, be they where they may. I do not
understand that. Should you, for instance, move to another state,
and there meet a man you had never before seen, could you know
whether he was an Odd Fellow, without any one telling you ?

E. Certainly I could.

Oh. How is that possible? You cannot see into his heart!

E. No, I cannot; but we have certain signs by which we
know each other.

Ch. What kind of signs ?

E. 1T cannot tell you; but you will learn to know them if you
join,

Ch. Why can you not tell me?
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E. Because the signs belong exclusively to the lodge, and we
have solemnly vowed not to communicate these matters to others,

Ch. Really! Then you have secrets?

E. Yes,

Ch. But the Apostle says (Eph. 5: 12): ¢ For it is a shame
even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret.”
And the Lord Jesus says (John 8: 20): ¢ For every one that
doeth evil, hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his
deeds should be reproved.’”’ Are not your secrets, then, sinful?

E. They cannot possibly be sinful, because they contain
nothing bad in them. They are merely signs of recognition, and
there is nothing evil in that. I am firmly convinced you, too,
have your secrets ; I mean family secrets. '

_ Ch. Then I am to conclude by this, that you carry your so-
called family secrets into the lodge. So, perhaps the only differ-
ence would be this: that the families not belonging to the lodge
keep those matters, which they do not wish every one to know, to
themselves ; while you, on the contrary, take such family matters
into the lodge, and besides these lodge secrets, have no particular
family secrets which you retain for yourselves !

E. By no means. You have entirely misunderstood me. The
lodge has its own secrets, and these consist mainly in the signs of
recognition, the ceremonies of installation, -and the rules and
instructions upon conferring the degrees. - Besides, we have, as
all other men, our private family affairs, which we keep to our-
selves.

Ch. That looks very suspicious. Signs of recognition, which
no one else knows or dare know, by which you recognize each
other, although you have never met before! Secret ceremonies
and rules, which no one outside of the lodge dare find out! I
think, if your doctrines were really good, Love itself should prompt
you to communicate them to others. Here the words of the Apos-
tle occur to my mind : ¢ For it is a shame to speak of those things
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which are done of them in secret.”” To be sure, I will not mair-
tain that your secrets necessarily fall under this class, for as yet I
know too little about them ; but it seems very suspicious to me.
Pray, why do you have these mysteries ?

E. Because the order, without these secrets, could not fulfil
its high mission; because we should be continually cheated, de-
frauded and deceived, and our benefactions would often be misused
if we did not have these signs. Indeed the order cannot exist
without these secrets. But why should I longer dispute with you
and answer your thousand and one objections and scruples? You
wanted to see the books. Here they are. Only peruse them with
attention, and I am convinced you will find nothing evil in them.
Indeed, your opinion of the order will be entirely changed, your
prejudices will vanish, your doubts be removed, your disinclination
be transformed into inclination. Yes, I rejoice in anticipationy my
dear neighbor, of seeing you brought into the lodge.

Ch. T am glad you brought the books along. I cannot rest
till I have examined the subject to its very foundation.

E. Doso. I tell you, the more you search into it arc the
more thoroughly you test it, so much the more beautiful will you
find our lodge, so much the more noble its aim, so muca ‘h- more
lovely its communion. That is just where so many miss .
cause they do not examine into it. Would they only test our
principles, many more would join us.

Ch. What are the names of those books ?

E. This is our Manual. The title is: “The Odd Fellows’
Improved Pocket Manual. By Rev. A. B. Grosch. Philadel-
phia: Th, Bliss & Co. 1869.” I would recommend this espe-
cially to your attention. It is the best and most thorough of
them all, and particularly recommended by sixty-seven Grand
Representatives of the Grand Lodge of the United States, who
affirm that this book is ¢‘a complete and faithful representation of
the History, the Principles, Instructions, Work and Organization



17

of the Order,”’ and that we can rely upon its instructions ¢“as cor-
rect.”’” This other book bears the title: ¢The Odd Fellows’ Pocket
Companion. By James L. Ridgely. Cincinnati, 0. R. W, Carrol
& Co., publishers. 1868.” This is also good, and enters more
fully into the Constitution. This other is our Compendium, a
collection of the Laws and Decisions of the Grand Lodge of the
United States. ~The title is: ¢ Digest of the Laws, Decisions
and Enactments of the R. W. (Right Worthy) Grand Lodge of
the United States, I. 0. O. F. (Independent Order of Odd Fel-
lows). 1871.”" (To be had of James L. Ridgely, Baltimore.)
In this book you have not only our Laws, but also the Constitu-
tion, By-Laws and Regulations of the United States Grand Lodge,
as well as the ceremonies at funerals, dedication of a lodge, &e.
And, that you might thoroughly examine everything, I have also
brought along the Constitution and By-Laws of our State and of
our subordinate lodge, as well as a large bundle of transactions
and resolutions of the United States Grand Lodge, the Grand
Lodge of our State and of our State’s Grand Encampment of dif-
ferent years, and a great collection of our periodicals.

Ch. That is certainly a great mass of reading matter; but I
am very glad that I now have the opportunisy to become acquaint-
ed with the subject from the best authorities. Are not all these
books and papers written by members of the lodge?

E. Yes, each one of them, and what they contain is correct,
on that you may depend. Only study them diligently.

Ch. Certainly I shall have enough to do Yor a while.

E. To be sure you will, and, that you may not lose any time,
I will not disturb you for a time with my visits,

Ch. Well, that need not hinder you from coming.

E. T think it is better that you should not be disturbed.

Ch. Well, if you insist upon not coming for a while, I yet
entreat you not to put off your next visit for too long a time.

E. Very well, it shall not be too long.



THIRD DIALOGUE.

Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath
made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people,
and the sheep of his pasture. Ps. 100 : 3.

(Isa. 44: 6. 1 Cor.8:86.)

E. Well, dear Christian, how do you get along with your
studies? Have you almost worked through the documents ?

Ch  Yes, day before yesterday I read the last page.

E. Indeed you have been very diligent !

Ch. Yes; when I have something of this kind before me, I
cannot rest until it is finished. I also availed myself of several
rainy days we have had to read.

E. Well, how does the thing please you now?

Ch. T cannot answer you in a few words.

E. Ts the subject now clear to your mind, or have you still
all manner of doubts and objections ?

Ch. 1 believe it is now clear to me, for I have closely read all
the documents, Many portions I have read over at least three
times, and have carefully reflected on all. But I have some doubts,
and must make many objections.

E. That i certainly more than I expected. What kind of
doubts and objections have you ?

Ch. I cannot set them forth in brief terms. We must take
point after point. First, I must observe that you have stated the"
affair in a very different manner from what it is depicted in your
own publications,
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E. TIn what respect have I stated it differently ?

Ch. T asked you expressly whether the lodge had anything to
do with religion. You answered: ¢ No, the lodge has nothing at
all to do with religion.”’

E. 1 did say so, Is it not true?

Ch. No. You have a great deal to do with religion. You
acknowledge, in religious matters, a highest ‘‘authority’’; you
have the Bible and use it, for you read the ten commandments
and other portions of Scripture and apply them; you have High-
priests and Grand Highpriests, Chaplains, Grand Chaplains, and
altars; you teach and ~onfess the existence of a God, and demand
faith in ‘“a Supreme Being, the Ruler of the Universe’’; you
teach the duties we owe him, and lead men to obey his command-
ments; you teach the way to salvation, have your set prayers and
religious ceremonies, for example, at funerals, dedication of lodges,
and installation in the different degrees. All this is superfluous,
if you have nothing to do with religion. That you have and
make use of all this, is sufficient proof that you have much to do
with religion. Indeed, I cannot consider you in any other light
than as a religious association.

E. Yes, if you look at it in this light, and take everything
8o literally and exactly; but I cannot think that that has much
to signify. When I said that we, as a lodge, had nothing to do
with religion, I only meant that we do not rob any one of his
faith, or compel him to accept another; and that we give no par-
ticular religious instruction, as, for instance, is given in a cate-
chetical class. We do not baptize, we do not administer the
communion, and just as little do we have a weekly sermon or
religious discourse.

Ch. You do not compel any one, by external force, to accept
your faith, and in so far can truly say that you let every one be-
lieve as he pleases. Yet, whoever wishes to be received, must
confess that he believes in a divine being* for, should he deny
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that, you dare not accept him (Digest, page 361). Further, you
have repeatedly said the lodge was nothing more than a benevolent
and mutual aid association. To support and assist each other,
that was its chief aim.

L. And is not that the chief aim of the lodge ?

Ch. No, it is not. See here, on page 47 ff. of the Manual,
it is said: ¢ The order, as founded by Brother Wildey, was
simply a humane institution,—its main objects were to relieve
brethren, bury the dead, and care for the widow and orphan.
But gradually there were infused into its lectures and charges
much moral and (unsectarian) religious instruction; and at each
revision these principles were increased, and deepened, and
strengthened, until its beneficial and relief measures, from being
ends, have become means to a higher and greater end—*‘to vm-
prove and elevate the character of man, to imbue him with con-
conceptions of his capability for good, to enlighten his mind.”’
On page 110 it says: It is unfortunate for our order, and for
not a few of its members, that too much prominence has been
generally given to its feature of pecuniary benefits in seasons of
sickness and death, and pecuniary aid in circumstances of want
and distress. This, though a laudable and useful trait in our
operations, 7s hardly a tithe of our aims and objects.”” On page
117 we read : ““Let no one unite with the order merely to . . .
ensure himself provision in case of sickness and distress.” On
page 261 it says: ¢TIt is time that those who unite with us . .
but for the loaves and fishes, should learn that they have mistaken
their aim.”” In the Pocket Companion, page 13, we read, that
the order is not ¢“a mere pecuniary advantage, as many unfortu-
nately understand it to be.”” Many other passages which say the
same thing, I could read to you, but think that these are sufficient
to prove that your assertion, that mutual aid is the chief aim, is
entirely false. There it 3tands, in clear and unmistakable terms,
that ‘“its beneficial and r_:lef measures’’ are not '‘ends,” but



21

“means to a higher and greater end.” The lodge declares, in
plain terms, ‘‘ the pecuniary benefits > are ¢ hardly the tenth part
of our atms and objects.”” Tt declares: ‘“ Let no one unite with
the order ” mercly ¢ ¢o insure pecuniary profits.” Further, it de-~
clares that all who unite for this reason ‘ have missed their aim.”
The lodge therefore expresses, clearly and plainly, that it designs
something higher and greater than pecuniary benefits.

E. T told you expressly, that we do not accept every one, but
only moral, steady and religiously inclined persons Certainly we
must care, besides for the benefits, for morality also. What would
people think of us, if we suffered the members of the lodge to lead
an immoral life?

Ch. The question is not, what sort of a life you lead, or should
lead, according to the rules of your lodge, but that you have some-
thing to do with religion; indeed your religion is perhaps the
chief end.

E. That this is the chief end, I cannot see. To be sure, when
one considers the matter as you do, we have perhaps something to
do with religion. I, however, look at it from a different point of
view. Since we impart no particular religious instruction, do not
baptize, do not administer the Lord’s supper, allow every one to
believe as he pleases, T say we have nothing to do with religion.

Ch. How can you talk like this? Pray, have the ten command-
ments, reading portions of the Scripture, religious discourses, the
nominating, choosing and installing the High Priests and Chap-
lains, the religious ceremonies and prayers, nothing to do with
religion ?

E. The ten commandments and prayers certainly belong to
religion.

Ch. You understand, therefore, that you have something to
do with religion ?

E. T grant that we have something of' a religious nature, but
nothing sectarian.
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C%h. Whether you have anything sectarian or not, we will
consider another time. You have, therefore, according to your
own confession, something of religion, something to do with reli-
gion.* Ag Christians, we must now thoroughly prove whether
this religion of yours coincides with the holy Seriptures.

E, Most assuredly it does, for do we not use the Scriptures?
In them we are commanded to support the widows and orphans, -

Ch. Well, we shall see. You believe, therefore, in one God,
and demand faith in him, do you not ? -

E. Certainly.

Ch. What kind of a God is that in which you believe ?

E. What a stupid question! In what kind of a God should
we believe, than in the one true God, who has created the heavens
and the earth, who preserves them, and who giveth us his rain and
sunshine. [ should think you might have known that.

Ch. Yes, but there are so many Gods, and we must be cau-
tious that we do not mistake an idol for the true God! Is your
God the Triune, that is, one Being and three Persons, or is he
only one, that is, one Being and only one Person ?

E. You know very well that the Bible, as well as our Cate-
chism, teaches a Triune God, and he is our God as well as he is
yours.

Ch. But you have Jews in your lodge, and Heathen and
Turks may become members. Do they also believe in the Triune
God ?

E. 1 do not know, neither does it concern me in the least. I
let every one believe what he pleases.-

Ch. Have those Jews and Heathen who are received into the
Lodge, answered the qu stion, whether they believe in God, in
the affirmative also ?

* See Lodge Bulletin of July, 1871. There it says: “ Oddfellowship
has a morality, HAS A RELIGION, OR THEOLOGY.”
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E. Yes, certainly, else they would not have been received.
In the subordinate lodge, of which I am a member, we have,
however, no Heathen.

Ch. That may well be the case, that in your small lodge
you have no Heathen or Mohammedans; but they might be
accepted. See here, on page 238 of your Digest, it is said that
it is not forbidden to propose any Infidel for membership, provided
he believes ‘“in a Supreme Being, the Creator and Preserver of
the Universe,”” and that no unbelief disqualifies a man to become
a member of the Order. The Pocket Companion expresses this
yet more plainly on page 307, where it says: ‘“Jew or Grentile,
Catholic or Protestant, 4s, as such, welcome to our lodges.”” And
the Manual, on page 374, coincides entirely therewith. Now,
from this fact, that the Jews, Heathen and Mohammedans an-
swer the question, whether they believe in God, in the affirmative,
it follows with certainty that the lodge has not the Triune God;
for the Jews do not believe in the Triune God, do not even receive
the Old Testament as God’s word, else they must become Chris-
tians. The Mohammedans, according to their Koran, believe in
“Allah,” but not in the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Ghost,
as he has revealed himself to us in the Holy Secriptures. Or can
you imagine that a Heathen, Jew or Mohammedan, as soon as he
becomes a member of the Lodge, belleves in the Triune God of
the Christians ?

E. That is not very probable. If they have not been taught,
they do not know him, and can therefore not believe in him; but
it is our mission to instruct the weaker brethren.

Ch. And what is written in your books concerning God,
proves quite clearly that the God which the lodge has, is not the
Triune God.

£. Why, what do they say about him ?

Ch. On page 114 of the Manual the God of the lodge is de-
signated as ‘‘a Supreme Intellect, the Ruler of the Universe.” On
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page 140 God is represented as the Father of all men, who, accord-
ing to page 222, will make the members of the order ¢‘sharers of
his immortality and eternal life.” Whether they believe (in the
biblical sense of the word) or not, makes no difference with this
¢“universal Father”’ (page 366), according to the doctrines of the
lodge. On page 388 we read: ‘“ Followers of different teachers,
ye are worshipers of One God, who is Father of all, and therefore
ye are brethren.”” On page 387 it is said that ¢ the three great
religions of the world (Judaism, Christianity and Mohammedan-
ism) recognize the One, only living and true God.”’ The God of
the lodge is, therefore, the ‘“Supreme Intellect’” (not a person),
¢“the Ruler of the Universe,”” whom the Jews, Mohammedans
and Christians recognize. That the Jews, however, have another
God than the Triune, everybody knows, as well as that the Mo-
hammedan believes in Allah, and not in the Father, Son and
Holy Ghost. The lodge teaches that ¢ followers of different
teachers,”” let them be called Mohammed, Christ, Pope, Confu-
cius, Voltaire, Paine or Luther, are ¢ worshipers’” of the same
God. Indeed a dreadful lie, from which it is clear that the lodge
has no other God than the God of Reason, that God which every
one, by means of his reason, forms to himself; therefore an idol
of his fancy, let him be Jew or Gentile, a Mohammedan or a
Christian, who has denied the faith of the Bible.

E. There you go decidedly too far. When I say I believe in
God, this my faith is not from reason, but from the Bible; there-
fore I do not believe in an idol of my own fancy, but in the true
God; and I think the other brethren in the lodge do the same.

Ch. I am rejoiced to hear that you believe in the true God
and not in an idol of reason; but the question here is not what
you believe, neither what perhaps some other brethren of the
lodge believe, but what the lodge teaches concerning God—what
kind of a God it has. And that the lodge has only an idol of
human reason, is proved most forci'ly by the words I havejust.
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quoted, wheré it says the followers of different teachers are wox-
shipers of the same God. Now, Mohammed was a teacher, and
taught to worshig a being which he called Allah, which, how-
ever, never existed. The Pope claims to be a great teacher, and
teaches the invocation, and therefore the adoration of the saints;
for invocation is a way of praying. The Chinese follow their
teachers, who instruct them to worship idols and slips of paper.
The Fetish worshipers follow their teachers, who have taught
them to worship shavings and potsherds. Our ancient Geermans,
while still heathen, followed their instructors when they worshiped
springs, large oak trees, or the sun and moon. Can you now im-
agine that the worshipers of idols in China, the Fetish adorer,
the snake worshiper, the adorer of Allah, and he who invokes the
Saints, worship the true God ?

E. Well, if they do not know him, they cannot worship him.
But you consider the subject in a very wrong light. 'We hold fast
to the main point, and that is, that there is a God. The lodge
does not enter into a minute description of who or what God is.
The main point is, there is a God, and the lodge holds fast to that.

* Ch. T must decidedly deny that. What use, for example, to
the worshiper of an idol, is the God which he imagines to dwell
in his idol of wood or stone? Can this God save him? When
he dies, can he grant him a peaceful end and receive him into
Heaven? See: according to your opinion, the idolatrous heathen
has the main point, viz., the belief that there is a God; and yet
he Jacks consolation, forgiveness of sins, life and salvation, and
therefore everything. What good does ¢this main point do him ?
About as much as nothing. And what a terrible insult it is to
the majesty of our God, to imagine something else as God, to
honor and worship it! That is to rob God the Lord of his honor!
No, the main point is not the belief that there is a God. The
main point is, that we know the true God aright, and believe in
kim. That is the main point.
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E. Well, I told you it is our duty to instruct the weak breth-
ren, ~If, then, some entertain wrong views concerning God, we
can teach them hetter.

“Ch. That must be a fine instruction indeed ! When members
of the lodge, which set up, recognize and defend this false doc-
trine, who have long ago rejected the doctrines of the Sacred
Seriptures, or have never believed them,—when they give instruc-
tion concerning God, that must indeed be interesting. What kind
of instruction, for instance, would it be, if a Mohammedan, a Jew
or a worshiper of Nature would teach us about God, his Being and
his Works? A fine instruction, indeed !

E. 1 believe, for certain, that what our books say about God,
is entirely sufficient for the Lodge, and the more so because the
people of Israel did not believe in the triune, but in the one God.

Ch. The question is not whether it is sufficient for the lodge
or not, but whether what the lodge teaches of God coincides with
the holy Scripture. And when you say that Israel did not believe
in the Triune God, I cannot possibly agree with you. I can only
say that the doctrine of the holy Trinity is not so plainly and
clearly revealed in the Old as in the New Testament. That, how-
ever, this doctrine is contained in the Old Testament, and in the
light of the New Testament becomes quite clear and evident, we
see, for example, in the following passages: Gen. 1:1-3; Ps.
33 :6; Numb. 6:24-26; Isaiah 48 : 16, 61, 1, 9, 3. Do we,
then, find passages in the Old Testament from which it is evident
that God is not one, but three persons? Then we have certainly
no right to say Israel did not believe in the Triune God. If Israel
believed in that God who revealed himself to them, and so far as
he revealed himself to them, then they had the right, the true -
God. We, however, have not only the Old Testament, but also
the New,—the complete Word of God; and in this word God has
clearly and manifestly revealed himself as triune, that is, one
Being and three Persons. (Compare Matt. 3 : 16, 17; John

~
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14:16, 17; 2 Cor. 3:13.) Can you point me to one single
passage in all the publications of your lodge which proves that
the lodge believes in this Triune God, and requires faith in him
from its members ?

E. That 1 certainly cannot do. In all our writings, we speak
only of God in general. :

Ch. Tt is well that you give it up beforehand. You might
seek to all eternity, but would not find any, for the simple reason
that nothing of the kind stands in all your publications. If you,
therefore, cannot even show one passage in all your Odd Fellow
writings, can you still think that the lodge has the true Triune
God, that it teaches and confesses him ?

E. 1 do not really know how to answer you. I, for my part,
believe in the Triune God, as I have learned in the school. What
others believe, does not concern me. Every one has to answer for
himself.

Ch. You do indeed seem to take it very easy, but the matter
ig a very serious one. Do you believe one can join a society which
teaches false doctrine, without committing a great sin?

E. I do not know what wrong there would be in joining a
society which makes material assistance its principal object, even
when it does not agree in all points with our Lutheran doctrine.
To aid and assist pecuniarily, that is our chief principle.

Ch. 1 entreat you, do not come again with your assertion
that the lodge is exclusively, or even mainly, an association for
mutual assistance. That is not true! See here, on page 110
of the Manual, the lodge declares that its pecuniary benefits are
‘“hardly the tenth part” of its ¢‘ends and objects.” On page
261 it is said that such as ja'n the order for the sake of the bene-
fits ¢ have mistaken their aim.” And on page 117 it is expressly
said : “ Let no one unite with the order merely to . . . secure him-
self assistance.” It has, therefore, other aims than mutual aid.
But what does the holy Sc}'i/pttre say about Christians uniting

1 ¢
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with heterodox bodies? Paul writes, 1 Tim. 5 22: ¢ Neither
be partakers of other men’s sins.” That is done by joining a
society which teaches and defends false doctrine, as the lodge
certainly does; for thereby we consent to these false doctrines,
acknowledge them, and assist such a society to disseminate them.
And that is a great wrong.- It is dreadful to approve and
acknowledge the perversion of God’s word. In this way we make
God a liar, and ourselves tools to help other souls to be led into
error and condemnation. It is a Christian’s sacred duty to con-
demn every false doctrine, whenever he can; to protest against
every perversion of Gtod’s word, and at all times to confess his
Lord Jesus. If he neglect to do so, or even doecs the very con-
trary, he denies his Master, who has purchasea him with such a
great price. The Lord Jesus says: ¢ Whosoever shall deny me
‘before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in
heaven” (Matt. 10 : 33). And what position a Christian should
maintain over against such bodies as teach false doctrine, St. Paul
tells us in 2 Cor. 6: 14-18: “Be ye not unequally yoked together
with unbelievers : for what fellowship hath righteousness with un-
righteousness? And what communion hath light with darkness?
And what concord hath Christ with Belial? Or what part hath
he that believeth with an infidel ? And what agreement hath the
temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living
God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them and walk in them,
and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Therefore
come out from among them and be ye separate, saith the Lord,
and touch not the unclean thing.” And in Eph. 5: 11 the same
Apostle says: ‘“And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works
of darkness, but rather reprove them.” In the Epistle to the
Gaalatians, chapter 1: 8, 9, every one who teaches another gospel
is even called accursed. As the word of God, then, is so much
in earnest and so particular about it, 1 entreat you to do the
same. However, the doctrine concerning; God is not the only
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false doctrine of the lodge. It has more fundamental errors
still.

E. Well, what next will you discover in our books? I am
already said to deny the Lord; the lodge is said to teach funda-
mental errors; and who knows what next you bring up? But
for to-day I have no more time to listen to your further objec-
tions ; you must put them off till the next time. However, you
must not exaggerate, must endeavor to look upon every subject in
the best possible light, and to speak good of it as far as ever you
can.

Ch. Well, if you have no time, I will not detain you longer.
Only come soon again, that we may converse more about the mat-
ter. We must necessarily examine it carefully.-

E. Certainly I hope, too, you will gain a better opinion of
our order when you first come to know how much good it has
alreaay eccomplished.

Gh- Very well; our further discussion will show.



FOLTRTH DIAT.OGUE:

Not by works of righteousness which we have done,
but according to his mercy, he saved us, by the
washing of regeneration amf renewing of the Holy
Ghost. Titus 3 : 5.

Ernest. Well, dear neighbor, I am most anxious to hear what
further false doctrines or fundamental errors the lodge entertains.
Since our last conversation I have thought a great deal what kind
of false doctrines they might be. I must, however, honestly con-
fess I have not been able to discover them. I then thought you
must be a real hypochondriaec, who suspects nothing but ghosts,
dreadful spectres, and all kinds of monsters, when only a small
cloud passes over. The recollection of your dream confirms me
in this opinion.

Christian. 1 would willingly bear the name of a hypochon-
driae, if by this means the lodge could be purified from its really
fundamental errors; but that, alas! is impossible. The false doc-
trines of the lodge are evident; and they are not lessened in the
least, even if the lodge calls me and other Christians who cannot
approve them, hypochondriacs. The more I think of i, the more
it horrifies me, especially because so many weak Christian souls,
unsuspicious of evil, are drawn into the lodge, and gradually be-
come 80 blinded that they do not perceive these false doctrines ;
yea, even consider them to be true, and so are in the greatest dan-
ger of losing their souls.
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E. Well, really, that promises to get interestizg. You are
perhaps ready to condemn all the Odd Fellows.

Ch. God be praised, I am far from it. On the contrary, I
love the Odd Fellows, and would gladly do them all manner of
good; but their false doctrines 1 must condemn ; or rather not I,
but the word of God condemns them.

E. Which are, then, these frightful errors? I am anxious
to hear them.

Ch. Very well; for to-day we will hear but one.

E. Which one?

Ch. Tell me, how can we be saved ?

E 1 think you ought to know that. The Bible says, Repent
and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Ch. Quite correct. I rejoice to hear that you have not got
go far as many lodge members, who would be saved by their own
works. But does the lodge teach this way of salvation? No, by
no means. Before any one can repent, he must be brought by the
law of God to a knowledge of his sins. He must know that he
has many times transgressed all the commandments of his God,
and thereby offended the holy and just God, provoked his wrath
and indignation, and deserves death and eternal damnation. He
must know that it is literally true, when our Catechism, in the
Second Article, calls every man a lost and condemned sinner, as
well on account of original as for actual sin. Does the lodge
strive to produce and to awaken this knowledge in its mem-
bers ?

E. 1donot know that they have that in view, and consider
it to be quite superfluous. The Bible teaches the way of salva-
tion, and it is a clergyman’s duty to explain it to us: so the lodge
surely need not do it.

Ch.  Certainly it need not, as it is not called to do so. Never-
theless, it does teach a way to salvation, and this is a dreadful
beresy, that it teaches another way to salvation than the holy
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Seriptures do, and thereby leads all who imbibe the poison of this
false doctrine in the way to destruction. In all your publications,
not a single passage occurs acknowledging that all men by nature
are under the curse of original sin; no passage showing that
‘‘the thoughts and imaginations of the human heart are evil con-
tinually ’; no passage teaching that ‘‘out of the heart proceed
evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false wit-
ness, blasphemies’” (Matt. 15 : 19 ;—no single passage from which
we could conclude that the lodge acknowledges that every one is
accursed, and under the everlasting wrath of God, ¢ that con-
tinueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law
to do them” (Gal. 8 : 10.)

E. Tt is, however, more than once said in them, that all men
have their faults, and surely faults are sins.

Ch. To be sure that is said in them. But can you show me
a passage in which the faults are set down as sins against the holy
and just God, and subject men to his wrath and punishment;
one passage in Which it is said that we by such faults deserve
everlasting condemnation ?

E. Tt is true, it is not considered such a serious matter.

Ch. The lodge knows nothing at all about God’s wrath over
sin. To help its members to a knowledge of their sins; to prove
them to be poor sinners, is not at all its object. On the contrary,
it uses all endeavors to stifle the sense and consciousness of sin
in its members, by continually extolling its members and their
deeds, and tries to make every man belicve ke vs capable of doing
good. On page 47 ff. of the Manual it says that the lodge recog-
nizes its missien to be ‘‘ to improve and elevate the character of
man; to imbue him with conceptions of kis capability for good.
From page 112 ff. we learn ¢ the most tmportant uses and aims’’
of Oddfellowship to be ¢the imbuing of the minds of our brethren
with proper conceptions of their powers and capacities.”” The
praise of the lodge and its deeds is found upon almost every page
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of your writings. In the Manual, page 69, it is said, for exam-
ple,: ¢ What institution . . .. has accomplished more good and
prevented more suffering in so few years?”’  On page 68 it is said,
the order has ¢ driven back the waves of ignorance, vice and self-
ishness everywhere, and has moulded into a kindred likeness of
benevolence, not a few institutions nearly as powerful for good as
itself.”” On page T2 we read: ‘“The name of Odd Fellow has
been rendered dear to our hearts by the glorious deeds of benevo-
lence and philanthropy performed under it.”’ And so the praise is
sounded continually through all your writings; one can scarcely
read a page or two in all your journals without stumbling over
such detestable self-praise. All these periodicals are almost noth-
ing else than compilations of lamentable self-exaltation, which
serves to blind the members more and more, to awaken and nour-
ish the feeling of imaginary greatness; and on the contrary,
gradually to stifle the feeling of one’s own sinfulness entirely.
But self-praise is no recommendation.

E. But we are commanded to do good works, and as our order
does many excellent ones, I do not think it is wrong to publish
them.

Ch. To be sure, a Christian does good works. But I beg
you, let us treat of that another time, and, for to-day, stick to
the question, How can we be saved? The first step to it is the
confession of our sins, as well as the knowledge that we have
thereby deserved God’s wrath and punishment. Furthermore,
true repentance and sorrow for sin is also required. As the
lodge, however, knows nothing of sin, nor of the anger of the
holy and just God against sin, it also knows nothing of repent-
ance and sorrow for sin. It is entirely ignorant of that repent-
ance which needeth not to be repented of. Indeed it must seem
eminently ridiculous to a brother of your lodge, that a David
should water his couch with tears of repentance, or that Manasseh
should weep for his sins, as also Peter. Your answer, a while
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ago, was quite correct, that we could only be saved by repentance
and faith. Now it must be clear to you that the lodge neither
teaches nor does anything that might lead any one to the knowl-
edge of sin; is entirely ignorant of, and does not care about
repentance before God for our manifold sins. As it therefore
knows nothing about sin (in the biblical sense of the word), knows
and cares nothing about repentance and sorrow before God, it, of
course, knows nothing of faith in Jesus Christ, the Savior of sin-
ners, nothing of the forgiveness of sins. Indeed the lodge, accord-
ing to the position -it has assumed, can neither know nor care
anything about these things.

E. Pray, why can it know nothing about these things?

“Ch. Tell me, do you look for a physician when you are not
sick ? :

E  Certainly not.

‘Ch. Well, the lodge is not sick from the wounds of sin; it
considers itself quite well ; therefore it seeks no physician, indeed
will not have one. You know, however, that our Lord Jesus
Christ, true God and true man, is the physician of suffering souls.
Does the lodge acknowledge Jesus Christ to be true God?
Pl:ase show me one single passage in all these Odd Fellow publi-
cations, where Jesus Christ is recognized -as the true God. Do
show me one !

-E. At this moment I certainly cannot do so, but I think
surely there are some to be found.

Ch. No, dear neighbor, there is not a single one in them all.
Neither can there be any, on account of the Jews whom you have
in your lodge, on account of the Heathen and Turks* whom you
have taken in, and to whom' the door of the lodge stands openj
for they would not suffer it. It denies, therefore, at least tacitly,

* See Pocket Comp., page 128, fl. 306, 309. Manual, p. 383. Digest,
_ Pp- 238 -
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that God the Father so-loved the world that he gave his only be-
gotten son (John 8 :116). It denies that Jesus Christ is ‘ the
true God, and eternal life”” (1 John 5 :20). It denies that
Jesus Christ ¢ came, who is over all, God, blessed forever’’
(Rom. 9 : 5). It denies that ‘ God is revealed in the flesh
(1 Tim. 3 :16). That it is God’s will ““that all men should
honor the Son, even as they honor the Father’’ (John 5 : 23).
What do you think, however? Is it a chief and fundamental
doctrine of our Christianity, that Jesus Christ is the Son of God,
or is it only an unimportant, insignificant doctrine ?

E. Most assuredly it is a fundamental doctrine of our Chris-
tianity.

Ch. Certainly it is. With it Christianity stands or falls. If
Jesus Christ is not the Son of God, the whole plan of redemption
is nothing ; we are, then, still in our sins; cannot through eter-
nity be saved ; indeed the entire holy Scripture is then nothing
but a book of intense deception. And this fundamental article of
the Christian faith the lodge rejects; it therefore robs every one
who believes its teachings of the foundation of his faith, .the
foundation of his'salvation in time and in eternity. To warn.us
‘against sucl enemies of our faith, John writes, in his first Epistle,
chap. 4 : 3: ‘“And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus
Christ is come in the flesh, is not of God”; and admonishes us
(2 John, v. 10) not to receive such. However, he says, in John
4 :15: ¢ Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God,
God dwelleth in him, and he in God.”

E. T do not remember a single passage in our books where it
is said Jesus Christ is not the Son of God; on the contrary, he is
often referred to as to a wise man, and his example is sometimes
recommended in the Manual for imitation.

Ch. That is just the trouble, that the lodge does not use
plain and honest language when it speaks of the subject. It does
not believe that Jesus Christ is the Soncof God, and yet it does
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not say so in plain terms, that simple, weak Christians can readily
understand it. It is not, however, without design that it thus
plays at hide and seek. Should it declare, in round terms, “We
do not believe that Jesus is the Son of God,’> and should it make
this publicly known, how many of those who still value in some
degree their Christianity, would it gain? Would you have joined
it if it had made such a declaration ?

E. By no means would I have done so.

Ch. The gentlemen of the Grand Lodge of the United States,
who are at the helm, and who have all the other Odd Fellows in
leading-strings, know this very well, and therefore endeavor to
give themselves a Christian appearance before Christians. We
have the Bible and: read in it, they say; yea, they even
declare, ‘“We believe the Bible,”” merely to catch such souls as
still love God’s word. We need not wonder at this serpent-like
cunning, for the Devil, the father of lies, acts just so. He trans-
forms himself, as Paul says (2 Cor. 11 : 14), ““into an angel of
light.” That was his way not ouly with Adam and Eve in Para-
dise; he is the same to this day. The lodge, however, rejects not
only the fundamental doctrine that Jesus is the Son of God, but
also the other important and essential truth, that we, through
nothing else than Jesus’ blood and wounds, obtain grace, forgive-
ness, life and salvation. You said, a while ago, that your books
sometimes refer you to the example of Jesus; but that cannot save
us. Can you now prove from your books that you, with all your
‘faults,”’ are directed to the blood of Christ in order to seek.for-
giveness there ?

E. TItis true, I never read that in them.

Ch. 1 believe that, for there is nothing said of that in them.
Now, the holy Scripture teaches: ¢Neither is there salvation in
any other’” than in Jesus Christ (Acts 4: 12). Tt teaches:
““The blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanseth us from all sin”’
(1 John 1:7). It teaches: *In whom (Christ) we have redemp-
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tion through his blood, the forgiveness of sins” (Eph.1:7). The
lodge, however, denies all this, and rejects the forgiveness of sins
through the blood of Christ. The Scripture teaches, further, that
Christ was made a curse for us (Gal. 3 : 13); was made sin for
us (2 Cor. 5 : 21); our sins and iniquities were laid upon him
(Isa. 53), that he might bear them and gain forgiveness for us.
And whoever asks, What shall I do to be saved? is pointed to
him with the words, ¢ Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and
thou shalt be saved and thy house” (Acts 16 : 30, 31), or with
the words, ““ Repent and believe the gospel” (Mark 1 : 15). For
faith in Christ alone it is by which we can be justified before God,
as it is so clearly and distinctly taught in the sacred Scriptures.
Paul writes (Rom. 8 : 28): ¢¢Therefore we conclude that a man
is justified by faith, without the deeds of the law;” and (Rom.
10:4): *For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to
every one that believeth.” And the Lord Jesus says that ¢ who-
soever believeth in the Son of God shall not perish, but have ever-
lasting life” (John 3 :16). This, however, the lodge rejects like-
wise, and does not believe in salvation by grace through the
merits of Jesuy Christ. The lodge does not, like John the Bap-
tist, poiut the poor sinner to Christ and say: ¢ Behold the Lamb
of God, which taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1 : 29).
No, it does the very contrary, and endeavors to keep every one
away from Christ.

E. You should not pick so at everything. You seem to be a
real hair-splitter. Consider how much good the order has already
accomplished and is continually doing, and remember that on
earth nothing is perfect.

Ch. Well, you must first remember that we cannot be too
careful and particular with what God tells us in his pure word.
And in this matter I am not at all displeased if you call me a
hair-splitter. I also promise you to consider and properly regard
whatever good the order has. And, as you seem to take that so

£
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much at heart, let us in our tiekt conversation take that for our
snbject.

E. T am rejoiced to hear that, and can tell you that I shail be
ready for you.

Ch. 'Very good. But to-day I have to prove to you yet that
the lodge teaches a way to salvation: That the lodge don’t want
to know anything of repentance and faith, and of Jesus Christ as
our Redeemer and Savior. and therefore of the true way to salva-
tion, you must see and acknowledge, if you will be honest. What
kind of a way to salvation does it, then, teach ? It teaches, like
the real Pharisces' and the Pope, a way of salvation by so-called
good works. And this is so frequently and repeatedly expressed,
that it is as clear as daylight, and not the least doubt remaining.
I have, a while ago, quoted from the Manual (page 47, 113) that
the lodge declares it to be its chief avm to imbue the minds of the
brethren with proper conceptions of their powers and capabilities,
and to inculcate the idea that they are capable of doing good.
It teaches, therefore, that man is of himself capable of doing
good. - What, however, is the teaching of the sacred Seripture ?
It says (Rom. 8 :12): ¢“They are all gone out of the way; they
are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good,
no, not one.” In the second Epistle to the Corinthians, chap. 3,
the same man of God says that we are not even capable of thinking
anythmg good, as of ourselves. And the reason for this is, because
we are conceived and born in sin (Ps. 51); because the thoughts
and imaginations of the heart of man are evil from his youth, and
continually (Gen. 6 : 8) ; and because out of the heart proceed evil
thoughts, all sins and abominations (Matt. 15:19). - If, now, the
source, namely, the heart, be evil, how can the actions be good which
spring from a corrtipt and depraved source? The lodge, however,
in direct contradiction to the word of God; teaches: Man of himself
is capable of doing good. And further: whoever, as:a genuine
‘0dd Féllow, does good; that is, whoever pays his fees when due,
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watches, as is his duty, with the sick when his turn comes, guards
against grave offences, and endeavors to lead a respectable life, —
he shall be saved. It would require hours, should T read you all
the passages that teach this doctrine. To prove it, I will adduce
but a few. In the Pocket Companion, on page 27, it is said:
¢ They (the doctrines of the lodge) lead him to obedience of the
commandments of his Divine Maker, in which HE CANNOT FAIL
to be blessed in life, death and. eternity.”’ On page 41 ff. we read :
“ He who practices this charity, and. teaches it to others, shall be
crowned with honor, and come down to the grave in peace, with
the full_assurance of a blessed future.” He can then, according
page 138, “‘come up through it with joy and gladness to the land
of eternal light,”’ and meets, according to page 182, ¢ with an
eternal welcome in that ¢angel land,’ and there rests, reclining
his head ‘“on the. satisfactory pillow of contentment.” ~In the
Manual, page 157, it is said : ‘“With ¢a ¢onscience void of offence
toward God and man,’” be lives, . . . and his departure from earth
@8 but a translation to a blissful vmmortality.”  Here, in clear
and unmistakable terms, it is said that every Odd Fellow who
comes up to his duties will be saved, let him have a sense of his
sinfulness or not, let him repent or not, let him believe in Christ
or not. About this the lodge does not concern itself, if he only
is and remains a good Odd Fellow, does not withdraw from the
lodge (for by doing so he is, according to the declaration of the
lodge, << dead”); if he faithfully pays his fees, and is obedient to
the lodge in all things; then he will be saved. The lodge there-
fore teaches a salvation, not through Christ, but without Christ;
not by the means of grace, the word of God and.the holy Sacra-
ments, but without these; not by repentance and faith, but
without repentance and faith. It therefore denies the only true
way to salvation, and teaches a false way. It pretends to teach
the way to heaven, but really teaches the way to hell; pretends
to be a guide to the kingdom of heaven, and leads straight down
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to everlasting destruction. Oh, I shudder when I think of i,
that through this satanic doctrine so many weak Christian souls
are led astray, and, if they continue in these fundamental here-
sies, must finally be lost to all eternity. What a dreadful sentence
will, on the judgment day be pronounced against the lodge which
thus tramples the word of God under foot, which for itself bars
the way to Heaven by such false teachings, and restlessly works
night and day to draw more souls into its net. The word of God
leaves us no merit as regards our salvation, and teaches that we
can be saved alone by grace. We read, for example (Tit. 3 : 5):
« Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but accord-
ing to his mercy he saved us.” In Eph. 2:8, 9, it says: * For
by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves,
it is the gift of God. Not of works, lest any man should boast.”
In Gal. 2 : 16, says the Apostle: ¢ Knowing that a man is not
justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus
Christ.” TIn John 8 : 36 it is written: ¢ He that believeth on
the Son, hath everlasting life.” In these and similar texts, all
our own merit is cut off, and we are alone pointed to the grace of
God in Christ, to his bloody merits, sufferings and death. And
only to him who, by faith, apprehends this truth, and remains
faithful to the end, so that he can say with Paul (2 Tim 4 : 7, 8),
T have kept the faith,” to him, through grace, shall the crown
of everlasting life be given. But, as your lodge teaches the direct
opposite of this way to salvation, and therefore preaches another
gospel, the dreadful words which you will find in Gal. 1:8, 9,
will apply to it also. I entreat you to read and reflect on them
before it is too late.



FIFTH DIALOGUE.

So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all things
which are commanded you, say, We are unprofita-
ble servants: we have done that which was our
duty to do. Luke 17 : 10.

Ernest. This time we shall treat of the benevolence of our
order, shall we not ?

Christian. Yes, sir.

E. T am very glad of it, for now I can, for once, put in a
word. The last time, you had it nearly all to yourself.

Ch. 1 will gladly let you say all you have to say, only I
entreat you to speak of good works in the sense of the holy Scrip-
tures.

E. That I intend to do.

Ch. Then please communicate to me, in a clear and thorough
manner, your good works, your deeds of benevolence and charity.

E. Gladly. I have informed you repeatedly that our order
is a society whose object is mutual aid and benevolence, and has
already been the means of doing much good, and is continually
doing so. Therefore it is most desirable that every one should
join it, in order that the necessary means may be increased, and
the order extend its benefits farther and farther; yes, gradually
encircle the earth in Friendship, Love and Truth. I hope now
_ to convince you that these are not mere empty words, but facts.—
In the first place, that is no insignificant benefit, that, when I am
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il, T receive regularly three or five dollars every week during my
whole sickness; upon which sum a family, that is not over large,
can comfortably subsist for a period, if they exercise a little
economy. So, also, it is not lightly to be esteemed, that during
my illness, if necessary, or if I desire it, every night two brothers
watch by my bedside to nursé me, ‘and with pleasure procure for
me every possible alleviation of my sufferings. And, to have
these night-watchers, my wife need not run from house to house
to beg people to come, nor to pay these watchers a high price, as
is so frequently the case; no, the lodge provides them of its own
accord, so soon as I have reported myself sick, or any of the
brothers have found it out, Should I die, my wife need not
worry where to get the necessary funds to defray the funeral ex-
penses; the lodge sends her the, thirty or fifty dollars to the house.
Indeed, if she finds it too hard to make the arrangements for th-
funeral, the lodge with great readiness, regarding it as a charitable
acty does it for her, and in a solemn and honorable way.—In' the
second place, it is an incalculable benefit, that, the widow, accord-
ing to her necessities, receives regularly her monthly assistance,
8o that she can look into the dark future without care for suste-
nance. Oh, how many a widow, after her husband’s death, has
had to battle with the most terrible cares | 1 How many struggle
almost desperately for the daily morsel for themselves and their
poor children! = How many have been driven Ly their necessities,
in despair, to murder their children and to commit suicide! How
many a poor widow is, besides, oppressed and robbed by merciless
wretches, because she has no.protector ! = Ah, all this none of our
widows has to fear. ' The lodge provides for them, protects and
helps them.—Then it is another great beuefit, that the lodge pro-
vides for the orphans’ temporal and spiritual wants ~ Should, for
example, the mother not be able or willing to educate the children,
the lodge, at her desire, takes their education into its own hands,
sends .them to proper schools and academies, and sees that they
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are well taught and trained —Before I became a member of the
lodge, I used to think, with great anxiety of mind, of my perhaps
speedy death, because I was then unable to leave enough for the
support of my dear family. But now, let me die when I may, I
have no further anxiety on this score, for I know that they are
provided for.  You cannot believe what tranquillity it affords one
to know his family is provided for. Yes, I could almost say, I
thank God that I have learned to know the lodge and become a
member of it.

But the benefactions and charltable deeds of our order extend
farther. 'We are brothers, have devoted our lives to the brother-
hood, and solemnly promised to stand by and assist each other
where we possibly can.” We derive great advantages therefrom.
For example, if I wish to purchase anything, I go to a brother,
and I know he will not chieat me, and will give me the goods as
cheap as he can afford.. If one is a laborer or mechanic, he can
depend upon it, in case there are many lodge members in the
place, that he will obtain work sooner, have more of it, and be
better paid for it, if he belong to the lodge, than if he be not a
member. And the beauty of’ it is; that our order extends far and
near, not only over the United States,” but also to Canada, Aus-
tralia, Germany and Switzerland. And in other countries a com-
mencement to introduce it has already been made.  Thus, if a
member finds no work in our State and goes to aunother, the
brothers are immediately at hand to assist him and to. procure
work for him. ' If any one is on a journey and becomes sick, he
is never forsaken ; in every place he finds brothers who are ready
to help him.  But we do not only support the members of our
order; no, we assist ‘others likewise.. Our order has expended
considerable sums on such that suffered want or misfortune and
who were not members ; has supported many widows and orphans
both in and outside of the order. But, as figures are said not to.
lie, I will furnish you some. Our order supported, for example,
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from June, 1867, until June, 1868, 21,344 members and 3,911
families. The members received $458,538.28; the families,
$118,275.01; for the education of orphans, $19,957 were ex-
pended, and for the funerals of deceased brothers the sum of
$103,847.50. The total amount of aid was $695,618.26, whilst
the receipts for the same period reached the sum of $2,110,951.66.
In the second following year, which ended with the 30th of June,
1870, 25,019 brothers were aided with $579,043.81, and 3,876
families of widows with $122,043.65; the orphans’ fund received
$19,444.16; the funeral expenses amounted to $132,659.21.
Total amount for aid was $859,906.86 ; total amount of receipts,
$2,724,419.46. For 1872, the amount paid for aid was $1,503,-
471.40; whereas the income amounted to $4,291,071.72. There
was, therefore, a surplus of $2,787,599.72.* Well, I think these
figures speak for themselves. I would like to know if you can
name a similar association that accomplishes as much good as our
order; but you will probably be unable to find one. However, you
would be greatly mistaken, if you thought these were the only
advantages offered by the lodge. No; the advantages and bless-
ings are not merely of a material, but also of a spiritual nature.
The lodge aims at the cultivation and perfection of its members
both mentally and morally ; its lessons and admonitions show how
we should live, as virtuous citizens, among our fellow-men; yea,
it teaches us not only our duty toward our fellow-men, but also
better to know and fulfill our duties to God, as you will have seen
in our books. The intellectual horizon of the members is enlarged,
their minds improved; superstition vanishes more and more;
indeed the mind is directed to entirely new objects. Besides,
hundreds, yes thousands, by joining the lodge, are kept from bad
company, from frequenting drinking saloons, from gambling,

* See Praceedings of Annual Communication of the Grand TLodge of the
United States, of 1870, page 4779 ; and 1873, page 5666.
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drinking, &e. = I could cite.much more to show you the benefits
and charities of the order, and its blessed effects at home and
abroad. But to be brief, the Order of Odd Fellows is one of the
most benevolent associations, in material as well as spiritual, in
temporal as well as moral results, which exists upon earth, and I
hope this brief account will have convinced you of this fact.

Ch. We must now necessarily consider the boasted ¢ benefits,””
¢¢good works’’ and ‘¢ charitable deeds’’ one by one, and examine
them strictly; for ¢¢all is not gold that glitters.”” All this is,
however, nothing new to me, for I know it all from your writings.
In the first place, I would refer to an expression which you made
use of -toward the close of your panegyric, namely, that the order
teaches also duties toward God. I am surprised that you still
reckon this among the good works, as you, as a Christian, must
now well know that it is a Satanic work, because the lodge knows
only an idol of human reason, and therefore is guilty of idolatry
every time it teaches the knowledge of him, and seeks to lead
others into idolatry every time it demands the fulfillment of duties
toward this idol. You remarked, very truly, that the mind of
the lodge members is turned into an entirely different direction.
The Christian’s mind is turned to the Lord Jesus, to faith in him.
He loves his Savior, who has first loved him, and seeks obediently
to follow him. This turn of mind, gradually and almost unob-
servedly, receives another direction, after uniting with the lodge.
For his Lord Jesus, the Savior of sinners, he suffers an ‘‘exam-
ple”’ to be substituted ; in the place of the living God, an idol of
human reason. While formerly his faith clung to and received
God’s word with humility, smart and refined reason now assumes
the place of God’s word and of living faith, and he begins to pass
judgment upon and to eriticise God’s word, its preaching, and the
holy Sacraments. And it usually does not take long before he
begins to consider himself highly enlightened, becomes indifferent
to the Word and Sacraments; indeed he soon learns to despise
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them. It is not ‘“superstition’® that /vanishes with the lodge
members, but fatth, and infidelity steps into its place. That this
is true, experience proves. I need only ask you, upon your con-
science, whether it is not your experience, that true faith, sincere
love for the preaching of the divine word and for the sacraments,
generally die away when one unites with the lodge, and I am con-
vinced you must answer ¢“ Yes.”” This is the reason why one so
rarely meets with a Free Mason or Odd Fellow who really loves
the preaching of repentance and faith, and who holds the church
dearer than the lodge. The experience, alas! is quite common,
that the members hold the lodge dearer than the church, with her
pure word and sacraments, with her preaching of repentance and
faith, of forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. Did not the editor
of ‘“Heart and Hand ’” declare, in the number of July 22d, 1871,
that he would much rather leave the church than the lodge? Is
not this truly frightful I’ That you, having been more than ten
years connected with the lodge, still stand as you ‘do, cling to the
church and the word of God, is a wonder of God’s grace, a very
rare exception, for which we ought to heartily thank God.—But
let us now look at the benefactions singly and more closely. = You
said that members in sickness receive their weekly aid. Where
does the lodge get the money which it pays in cases of sickness?
E. Why, every member must pay his'fixed contribution every
week. i :

Ch. And for that he receives the assistance in case of sick-

ness ?
" E. Yes, sir.

COh. Well, then no sensible man can call that a benefaction,
yea, even a deed of charity or'a good work.  That is nothing
more than a mutual contract : A member pays weekly so and so
much, and when he is sick, receives therefor so and so much. Tt
would certainly never come into any onme’s mind to call that a
good work, when two, three or more persons enter into partner-
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ship to engage in business, and every one pays a certain sum, and
shares in the profits of the concern according to the payment he
made. Would the company, when' they pay one his share of the
profits, say to him, See what a benefit we confer upon you by giv-
ing you so much money? Certainly not. It is therefore ridicu-
lous when the lodge boasts of its benefactions and charities, where
it has indeed done no deed of charity, but simply come up to the
obligations of its contract.

E. But it is a benefit for me, when I, in case of sickness,
receive aid.

Ch. Tf it is a benefit for you, you have to thank yourself, and
not the lodge, for it; for, had you paid nothing, you would have
received nothing.

E. But had the lodge not existed, I could not have paid, and
therefore could not have received anything, and in so far, I must
consider it a benefit, and am grateful to the lodge for it.

Oh. For that it needs no lodge, with its false teachings and
gecret dealings. If one must absolutely belong to a society, there
are other societies enough, such as societies for assistance in sick-
ness, laborers’ unions, and so forth. How you can consider your-
gelf indebted to the lodge, I cannot comprehend. I might with
as good reason say, the lodge is indebted to you, because you
have contributed to it. Indeed it is really ludicrous, that you
make such an absurd boasting of your benevolence, your deeds of
charity and good works; and it is nothing but pitiful braggadocio,
by which you want to catch the foolish and to induce them to
join. What has become, then, of your motto, ¢ Truth’’? I see
nothing but falsehood. '

E. 1If you will not let our mutual aid pass as deeds of benevo-
lence and charity, you must certainly acknowledge what the lodge
does for widows and orphans as such. = The lodge has entered into
no obligation with me to give my wife, after my death, a certain
sum monthly, and yet it does so, if there is'need of it. Still less
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has contraticted to provide for and to educate my children, and
yet it does so if necessary. All this it does for hundreds and
thousands of widows and orphans, from pure love.

Ch. T cannot say that that is a work of love.

E. Well, you really must be struck with blindncss, if you can-
not see that !

Ch. Yes, sir, I am a peculiar man, who cannot declare any-
thing to be a good work or deed of charity, unless the Scripture
declares it to be such.

E. Well, neither would I declare any other to be good. But
the Scripture says expressly that that is pure religion, when one
cares for the widows and orphans

Ch. We must first gain a clear idea of what the Scrlptures
call a good work or deed of charity. Tell me, what is a good
work ?

E. Why, when, for example, we ygive to a poor person bread,
provisions or money.

Ch. 1Is that then a good work, if somebody, from whatever
motive, gives a poor man ten dollars ?

E. Certainly, that is a good work.

Ch. Tell me, then, why do you contribute that the widows
and orphans of the brotherhood may be helped ?

E. Because it is my duty as a Christian, because the widows
and orphans need it, and because it will be very pleasant for my
own family to receive aid, should they stand in need of it.

Ch. Would you contribute to the support of the widows and
orphans of the members of the lodge, if you had no hope that
your own family, in case of need, would be supported after your
death ? :

E. T must honestly confess that in that case I would not con-
tribute. I would invest my savings in some other way, that my
family could have the benefit of them after my death.

Ch.  Therefore you give to the lodge that you may receive it
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again; give something to the widows and orphans, that your own
may receive something, if they should need it. Is it not so?

E. Certainly.

Ch. Do you believe that giving thus is a good work ?

E. 1 think so. It certainly comes good to the widows and
orphans, and benefits them, if they receive so and so much a
month. D

Ch. The question here is not, whether it benefits them, but
whetker it is a good work, and such a one as God himself declares
in his word to be goed, and has promised to reward in Heaven.
Hear what the Lord Jesus says (Luke 6:33-35): ¢ And if ye
do good to them which do good to you, what thank have ye? for
sinners also do even the same. And if ye lend to them of whom
ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? for sinners also lend to
sinners, to receive as much again. But love ye your enemies, and
do good and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward
shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest.”” In
the time of Christ there were also such, who lent and gave because
they hoped to receive it again. And now the Lord Jesus says, if
ye give, hoping to receive again, what thank have ye? The pub-
licans and gross sinners do the same; you have your reward.
Exactly the same you do in your lodge: you give in order to
receive again, and then boast of it as of a good work. The Lord
Jesus, however, places you, in this respect, on a level with the
publicans and such as live in open sin. Experience teaches the
truth of what the Lord says; for one great sinner helps the other.
It would certainly be difficult to find a thief who would not assist
his thievish companions, in the hope of receiving aid from them
at some other time. You do not give out of love to those that
are widows and orphans, but (strictly speaking) only from love
to your own family, from love to your own flesh and blood.
Surely it cannot be difficult for you to perceive, that to pay your
money in order to receive again, is not a good work.
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E. "Well, these are queer views! You place us 'on a level with
thieves and robbers; indeed you will end by declarmg us all to be
thieves.

Ch. 1T do not declare you to be thieves. When you, however,
assert that these your payments are good works, the Lord Jesus
places your so-called good works in the same category with the
good works of sinners and publicans, who, in their manner, do
exactly the same.

E. T would really like to know what you consider to be good
works. You will, perhaps, not even consider that a good work
when the lodge, for instance, in public calamities, such as devas-
tations through fire or water, assists the sufferers who do not belong
to the lodge, and does so, often very liberally and in large sums,
for which it certainly does not receive anything in return.

Ch. ZEven that, according to the Holy Seriptures, I ‘cannot
declare to be a good work.

E. Why not?

Ch. Because the Holy Scripture declares (Rom. 14 :23):
¢«Whatsoever is not of faith is sin.”” The assistance to the suf-
ferers which the lodge perhaps now and then bestows, cannot
spring from faith in Jesus Christ, because it neither has nor wants
to have Jesus, but rejects him and does not believe in him. All
your much vaunted good works proceed from unbelief, and there-
fore, in the sight of God, are nothing but sin.

E. Do you really think that those who do not believe in
Christ, are incapable of doing good works ?

Ch.  No unbeliever can perform such works as God recognizes
to be good and rewards in Heaven. He may perform works which
the world calls good, extols and praises; but with these we have
nothing to do. To perform works which are recognized by God
and rewarded in Heaven, is 1mpos51b1e to an unbeliever, SImply
because he does not believe in Christ.’

E. How will you prove that?
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Ch. Simply by the holy Scriptures. 1 have just quoted what
the Apostle says,—¢ Whatsoever is not of faith is sin.”” There-
fore, as the works of an unbeliever and the works of the Lodge
do not spring from faith in Christ Jesus, they are sinful. The
Lord Jesus says (John 15 :5): ¢¢ Without me ye can do nothing.”
Therefore; as the lodge performs all its works without Christ, we
can accordingly pronounce them to be lost, unprofitable, yea, cor-
rupt and rotten works. What do you think? Can we procure
good drinking water from a foul spring or a mud puddle?

E. No, certainly not.

Ch. Now, behold ! our hearts, by nature, are just such foul
springs ; all evil, at least in its germ, dwells in them, because we
are corrupt through sin: From this evil source no good work can
proceed, until the Lord Jesus by his word and spirit has converted
this evil source into a good one. This, however, only takes place
when he brings us to true repentance and eonversion, grants us
forgiveness of our sins, renews and changes us so that we are
enabled to say: ¢ Old things have passed-away, all things have
become new.”” In this manner the Holy Spirit makes us capable
of performing good works, that is, works which are done in and
through faith in Christ Jesus, to which we are constrained from
ardent love to him, who has first loved us; which serve to honor
God and to benefit our neighbor, and whereby we would fain show
the gratitude we owe to God. Such truly believing Christians
give to the poor, not to receive again, but because they love Christ
and in Christ the poor brethren, as redeemed children of God and
heirs of salvation. Such Christians feed the hungry, give drink
to the thirsty, clothe the naked, give to the poor, help the widows
and orphans, bury the dead, not that the same may be done to
them, but from grateful love to Christ. They experience daily
how much good the Lord Jesus bestows upon them out of pure
love; they would fain show their gratitude to him for this love
by doing good to his members. To such Christians the Lord:wil}
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say, on the judgment day : ‘I was an hungered and ye gave me
meat ; I was thirsty and ye gave me drink : I was a stranger and
ye took me 1n, naked and ye clothed me; I was sick and ye visited
me; I was in prison and ye came unto me.” ¢ Inasmuch as ye
have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have
done it unto me”’ (Matt. 25). The Lord Jesus himself must
first make us fit and capable of doing good works, as is clearly
taught in the Scriptures; for example, Eph. 2:19, Tit. 2: 14,
Heb. 18:21. The lodge, however, will not suffer Jesus Christ to
make it fit and capable to do them ; therefore it is impossible that
it should perform good works. Would you assert that the lodge,
for Christ’s sake, from love to him, aids and assists anybody ?

E. T really do not know what to answer you ; but this I do
know, that the Christian congregations do not relieve distress as
they should do. And for this reason I think we should gratefully
acknowledge it when the lodge takes hold and helps to mitigate
suffering. '

Ch. You are afraid to approach the matter, as a cat is afraid
to touch the hot porridge. Pray stick to the point. First an-
swer my question, whether you believe the lodge aids and assists
anybody for Christ’s sake. Afterward we may, for all 1 care,
consider in how far the Christian congregations come up to their
duties. Do you, then, believe that the lodge gives aid for Christ’s
sake ?

E. Well, I could not very well assert that; neither can we
say that of any other aid or insurance society.

Ch. Very well. If you concede, therefore, that the lodge
does not help for Christ’s sake, then you must also concede that
in doing so 1t does no good works; that your boasting about good
works is falsehood, and contrary to the Word of God, and is only
done to throw sand into other people’s eyes. Indeed, if you will
be honest, you must also concede that your charities must displease
God, because they proceed from unbelief, and only serve selfish
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purposes.  In respect to other aid and insurance associations, I
would only observe, that they come under the same condemnation,
50 soon as they boast of their works as good works which will take
them to Heaven. But let us look a little closer at your charities.
It is true, you have expended a considerable sum for charitable
purposes. How many brothers did you say were supported during
the year ending with the 30th of June, 1870 ?

E. During that year, 25,091 brothers received $579,-
043.81.

Ch. Were all of them in need of assistance, indigent, or suf-
fering want ? v

E. That I do not know. With us, every one receives assist-
ance g0 soon as he is sick, let him be rich or poor. Every one
pays alike and every one receives alike.

Ch. Indeed! Then among these 25,000 brothers perhaps
there were scarcely ten who were really in need of it?

E. That might possibly be.

Ch. Then you give to the rich and opulent, who belong to
your lodge, assistance, and leave the poor who do not belong to
it, to starve! The words of the Lord, ¢ The poor have ye always
with you,”” do not concern you. You support the rich, the poor
may starve and freeze. A fine specimen of charity !

E. If the poor had joined the lodge, they would, in case of
sickness, receive the same assistance.

Ch. Then your charity extends just as far as the lodge; where
that ends, your charity stops too. Where do you find all this in
the Bible, that you, for example, without committing sin, can
support the rich and leave the poor to hunger and freeze, or that
you are right in making the lodge the measure and limit of your
charity? No; the Lord Jesus has preached a far better charity,
namely, to aid and serve all the poor and needy; as we have oppor-
tunity, to do good to all men, and not to limit and mete out our
charity as you do, 8till another peculiarity of the odd love of
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you Odd Fellows, I have noticed. Tell me, do you admit sickly
or aged persons into your lodge ?

E.  Sickly persons, such as, for example, suffer from chronic
diseases or defects, are not accepted, according to a long-estab-
lished custom of our order (see Digest, pp. 239, 200) ; neither,
as a rule, are such as are not able to make their living; and per-
sons above fifty years are generally not admitted, only in special
cases, and then only as not entitled to aid (see Digest, pp. 241,
250 ff.).

Ch. Why do you not receive such persons ?

E. The existence of the respective lodges would be endan-
gered ; for our means are not as yei so extensive as to afford the
great amount of pecuniary aid such persons require.

Ch. Fine love that! The really needy, such as sickly and
aged persons, are therefore, by law and long-established custom
of your order, as a ‘maxim, excluded from your ¢ benevolent
society’" ! : _

E. We can support them without their belonging to the lodge,
and that is really done.

Ch. 1 believe you can; whether it is done, however, and in
how far, these are other questioné. But I will not judge concern-
ing that ; it does not at present concern me. I am mainly speak-
ing about your principles; and, that they are not based upon
charity, but only upon selfishness, is clearly to be seen. As you
have informed me, the order, in the year ]1869—1870, received
$2,724,419.46, and in aiding brothers, families and orphans,
$859,906.86 were expended. That leaves a surplus of $1,864,-
512.60. What has become of this surplus and of the surplus of
former years?

E. The order has many other expenses. I will mention, by
way of example, only a few. Every lodge must procure a hall,
either erecting one itself, and that costs a great deal of money, or
renting one, and that is expen_sive too. Every lodge has its regalia,
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which are also very costly. Every lodge pays its secretary;-every
State Grand Lodge its Grand Secretary and other grand officers.
.The Grand Lodge of the United States has its secretary and other
employces to pay. The latter receives annually $3,000, and the
secretaries of the State Grand Lodges commonly receive from $500
to $2,000.* The traveling expenses of all the officers, when travel-
ing in the service of the order, are also paid.: The conventions
also cost ‘a great deal of money.. The convention of the Grand
Lodge, in September, 1873, which was held in Baltimore, and
lasted seven days, cost, alone, $16,995.40. ' For the current
expenses (not charities) §47,572.40 were.allowed, or more: yet, if
required.+ The Grand Lodge of the United States has: also money
on interest, but that is, comparatively, no large amount.

Ch. A very simple calculation shows, therefore, that not even
the third part of what you pay in is expended in charities. When
you; therefore, have paid in, let me say $300 to the:lodge, you or
your family reccive, on an average, $95 back. ' The $205 which
you paid over and above that, are swallowed up by salaries, luxu-
rious buildings and silly regalia, and such tomfoolery. And, as
you support far more wealthy and rich, than really poor people,
we may assume that when a member has paid in $300, the poor
receive, on an average, $15, or $20 at the utmost, therefrom.
See ! that is your benevolence, when brought to -the Lght!
Indeed I cannot imagine how you, a little while ago, could say
that joining the lodge was advantageous. It brings nothing but
loss upon loss, and makes one guilty of the great injustice, that
one gives to the wealthy and withholds from the poor. Noj; I
really thought you had more sense and a better knowledge of

* See Minutes of the Grand Lodge of I. O. O. F. of Pennsylvania, 1871, -
pp- 210, 411, 429.

T Proceedings of Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of the
United States, 1873 pp. 5943 and 5898. ‘
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arithmetic! Whoever wants to get rid of his money and to pto-
mote injustice, let him join; but who, on the contrary, will not
squander his means or further injustice, let him keep away from it..
Can you mention to me one insurance or mutual aid society which
is 80 enormously expensive as yours, where one does not even
receive the third part of what he has paid in?

E. I am not much acquainted with other insurance societies;
but I think you look upon the whole matter in a wrong light. My
family might, for example, be in need of $300; then the lodge
would give it to them, even if I had not paid in as much. In
this case, the assistance would not be too dearly paid for. And
when you represent that to be injustice, that we grant support to
the wealthy, you are decidedly wrong. The lodge has obligated
itself to do so, and would do wrong if it did not meet its obliga-
tions.

Ch. You have always boasted of the benevolence of the Order
in general, and now, all at once, you take a particular example.
That will not do; we must look at the thing in general. Can you
digpute the fact, that the lodge does not even expend one-third
of its income for benevolent objects ?

E. That I certainly cannot do. It is a fact.

Ch. Very good. Then it is proved beyond contradiction that
joining the lodge occasions loss upon loss. And if you have obli-
gations toward the rich and wealthy, meet them, for all 1 care; but
I beg you, do not call that benevolence, yea, even a deed of charity.
That is an ungodly falsehood. But let us pass on to other points
of your so-called benevolence, which are of higher importance
than money or money’s worth. You said that the lodge, if
requested, cares for the education of orphans, and sends them to
. academies and schools. What kind of schools are they ?

E. We have already several academies and schools to which we
send them. These institutions are provided with excellent teachers,
" capable of imparting valuable instruction to the scholars,
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Ck. Do they also give religious instruction ?

E. A systematic course of religious instruction is not given,
but the whole instruction is in a certain sense religious ; however,
nothing sectarian is taught.

Ch. Ts the Bible also used there ?

E. TFor doctrinal purposes, or for the purpose of instruction
or as a reading-book it is not used.

Ch. What is, then, taught ?

E. The same as is taught in other schools, such as reading,
writing, arithmetic, geography, history, and the like; in short,
everything that tends to make the children intelligent citizens and
vpright- men, and to qualify them to earn their living in a respecta-
ble manner.

Ch. Then you have heathenish schools, such as, for example,
the Greeks and Romans had.

E. What! you call our schools heathenish? No; I tell you,
the teachers and managers of the schools are Christians and no
Heathens.

Ch. Do the teachers and managers belong to the lodge, and
are the schools managed and supported by the lodge ?

E. Certainly.

Ch. Well, then, they may be Christians by name. But, as
the lodge has long since rejected the Lord Jesus Christ, and as
each member approves of that and confesses, with the lodge, that
he is saved by his works, they are apostate Christians, and not a
hair’s breadth better than the Heathen. Indeed, I consider them
to be still worse than Heathen, because they have the word of
God, but do not believe it, and will not be governed by it; and
that we cannot say of the Heathen. Do you know what makes a
school a Christian school ?

E. No; what does?

Ch. When the word of God rules therein, and everything is
oonducted aceording to it: Tnstruction, praise, blame, punishment



58

and reward. When the school considers it its highest aim to
instruct the scholars in the word of God and the way to salvation,
to lead ‘the children as lambs of Christ to Jesus, to implant in
them faith in and love to him, that he may save them. Is that
also the highest aim of your schools?

E. T could not say that it is.

Ch. Then you must surely comprehend that your schools are
not Christian, but teach and instruet without Christ; therefore
they are on a level with the heathen schools of the Greeks and
Romans. Do you think you can answer for it, that you allow the
children to grow up without God’s word and without pointing them
to the only Savior of sinners?

E. 1donot know. We give them the necessary education
in all things pertaining to this life, and leave it to the scholars, at
some later period, to form or to choose their own religion.

7 Ch: Do you think you act in accordance with the word of God
by so doing ?

E. What passage speaks against it ?

Ch. In Matthew 28 : 19, 20 the Lord Jesus says: ¢ Go ye,
therefore, and teach all'nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost : Teaching them
to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.””” Do
you have your children baptized ?

E. To be sure we do.

Ch.  Then it'is the more your duty to teach them God’s word,
or to see that it is done. ‘See, here is the express command of
Christ : ¢ Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you.” Therefore, every one who undertakes to instruet
or to educate children, has the express commandment of God, and
therefore the sacred duty, to ‘teach them to observe all things
which Christ commanded.” What Christ has commanded is con-
tained in the holy Seriptures, and it is the express command of
God ‘that we impress the doctrines of the holy Seriptures on' the
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children’s minds. And, that this must be done while they are
children, and that we dare not delay it until they are grown up,
we learn from many other passages; for example, Mark 10 : 14 :
¢«« Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not.”’
Eph. 6:4: “Ye fathers, bring them up (your children) in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord.”” Joh 19 :153; Deut. 6:7;
Ps. 78:3,4. Oh, I shudder when I think of the threefold, grave
sin you commit in your schools against God, against the poor chil-
dren and against yourselves. You sin frightfully against God, in
acting in direct opposition to his plain command.  You sin in an
unjustifiable manner against the poor children, when you, instead
of leading them to Jesus, keep them away from him ; instead
of teaching them the way to Heaven, namely, repentance and
faith, conduct them in the damnable way of self-righteousness!
Oh, never, never can you answer for it ‘before the judgment seat
of Christ. Believe me, these children, who are led astray by you
and kept away from Christ, willl rise up against you in the judg-
ment day, and wherewith will you justify yourselves? Having
offended the little ones who believed in Christ, the dread sentence
must be passed on you which the Lord announces in Matt. 18 : 6.
You also sin no less terribly against yourselves, against your own
immortal souls, which you, by such disobedience toward God,
deliver to eternal condemnation. Oh, I ertreat you to reflect,
before it is too late. '

£, Well, I do not know that it is quite so bad.

Ck. Believe me, it is so bad, yea, even much worsé than I am
able to tell you. But to another point. You have also reckoned
among the benefactions of the order, that the lodge teaches its
members to know God, his will, and their duties toward him.
And so it is said also in your books. To be sure, I said some-
thing about it a while ago, but it can do no harm to recur to it.
You surely do not mean to sav that the lodge teaches to know the
Triune God ?
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E. Ido not mean to say that. It teaches to know one God,
the Creator and Preserver of the Universe. Should it teach a
Triune God, it would thereby enter into the number of Christian
sects ; but that it will not do. It stands above parties.

Ch.. Whence does the lodge derive its knowledge of this one
God, Creator and Preserver of the Universe ?

E.  From nature, reason and the Bible.

Ch. You have therefore learned from nature, by means of
your reason, that there is one God. On the contrary, the ancient
Greeks and Romans, our heathen forefathers, and other heathen
nations, have learned by means of their reason, and from nature,
that there is not one, but many Gods. Who, then, is right? The
Heathen have reason just as well as you, and live in nature just
as well as you do.

E. But we use the Bible, which the heathen nations did not
have. {

Ch. But you know what kind of a God the Bible teaches, do
you not ?

E. The Bible teaches a Triune God, as I told you before.
The lodge, however, uses only such passages where it is said that
God is one. It cannot teach the doctrine of the Triune God,
because Jews and others. who do not believe in the Bible, beiong
to it.

Ch. You confess, therefore, yourself, and are aware that the
lodge does not teach the God who has revealed himself unto us in
the holy Seriptures. The God of the lodge is therefore none other
than «“ Allah,” whom Mahommed teaches. He also borrowed his
doctrine concerning God, or rather his idolatry, from Heathenism,
Judaism and Christianity. It is, however, an abominable sin to
teach another God than the Scriptures do. It is a gross trans-
gression of the first commandment, which the holy and just God
cannot leave unpunished. You thereby revolt against the high
majesty of God himself, rob him of his honor, tread it under
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foot, and make an idol of him. Surely the weighty words in Gal.
1:8, 9, do also apply to you.

E. Well, for your consolation, I can tell you that very little
time is spent in this instruction concerning God. ' The principal
matters that we are occupied with are of quite a different nature.

Ch. 'That is indeed poor comfort. In reality, it matters very
little whether the lodge in every session teaches to know its idol,
which every one shapes for himself by means of his reason, or
whether it does so once a month or once every year. The curse
of false doctrine rests upon you, until you, through the grace of
God, are brought to repentance; and that I wish you with my
whole heart. You teach, also, to know the will of God; from
whence do you derive your knowledge of his will ?

E. Why, from the ten commandments, to be sure. They are
read, and every one binds himself to live according to them.

Ch. 1t is shameful that you make use of the ten command-
ments, and reject the Triune God who gave them. How you
continually transgress the first commandment, we have just seen.
You lodge members do not keep the second and third a whit
better, to say nothing at all about the second table of the law.
You continually make use of the biblical name ““ God,”” and yet
do not believe in him ; you profane, therefore, his holy name, and
take it in vain. You use the Bible in the lodge, but do not beheve
its words; is not that shameful profanation and contempt for the
word of God? Instead of deeming the word of God holy, wil-
lingly hearing and learning it, you abuse it by making use of it
and yet not believing 1t, and, according to your own words, not
submitting to 1ts authority. You make use of it in order to give
yourselves ths semblance of Christianity, that such as still believe
in the holy Scripture ray think you are good Christians, and may
the easier be induced to join. Do you know what 18 the chief end
of the law ?

E. Well, what 18 it ?

»
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OF. . That it work in us knowledge of sin, as Paul says (Rom.
3:20), By the law comes the knowledge of sin.”” And again
(Rom. 7:7): ¢I had not known sin but by the law; for I had
not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.”
The law is to reveal to us especially the sinfulness of our own
hearts ; is to present to us the wrath and the everlasting punish-
ment of God for sin, that we may learn to know ourselves as “lost
and condemned sinners,”’” and long for a Savior. Then will the
law become unto us what it should be,—a schoolmaster, to bring
us unto Christ (Gal. 3:24). Then is man ready to receive the
Savior of sinners, who offers himself unto him in his word and
sacraments. Do they use the ten commandments in this way in
the lodge ? ;

E. That is certainly not the case. ~We make use of them to
encourage the members to a moral walk and conversation.

Ch. Then you quite forget the first and most important design

vof the law, and intend to make men pious by the ten command-
ments and without Christ. In this you will never succeed. It
seems to me just as if a farmer would reap wheat, but sows thorns.
He will never attain his end. You use the ten commandments in
order to lead a virtuous life; but for this purpose man needs
strength, and this strength the law ean never give you. . Before
man is renewed by repentance and faith, he cannot lead a truly vir-
tuous life. Christ alone can enable him to do so. As you thus
make use of the ten commandments in the wrong way, you not
only overthrow God’s ordinance, but you sow even continually
the thorny seeds of self-righteousness in the heart of a lodge
member. You teach him that he can fulfill the law by his own
strength, and refer him continually to himself. No good fruit
can grow from such seed. It is the will of God that we should
come unto Christ, should remain steadfast in his word and faith
until our end. And in order to do this, a knowledge of sin is the
first requisite. 'Whoever does not know his sing, and jthat: he is
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worthy of condemnation, never comes unto Christ, and can there-
fore never be saved. © Would you therefore make use of the law,
use it in the right way, namely, as a mirror to behold and- leazn
to know your true condition, and God’s serious punishment of sin,
that the law may also become unto you a schoolmaster to lead you
unto Christ. © In this way the law becomes a blessing, otherwise
it i8 none. :

You' have repeatedly said, and it is written in your books
innumerable' times, that you have nothing sectarian. But your
entire doctrine is thoroughly sectarian. Not one single sentence,
strictly considered, agrees with the word of God. You have
invented everything yourselves, and that in direct opposition to
God’s word ; and therefore your whole doctrine is nothing but
gectarianism, yea, sectarianism above all others. A Christian
sect, according to your doctrines, you are not, because you have
not one single article of the Christian, that is, the biblieal doe-
trine.  But you are a religious; anti-christian seet, by your teach~
ings. If you now represent that also to be one of the benefactions
of the order, that two brothers watch by the bedside of the sick
and dying, I must entreat the good God to graciously guard: me
against this benefit. When I am sick and dying, I want the con-
solations of the divine word and the blessing of believing prayer.
The true Odd Fellow, who believes the doctrine of the lodge, can
afford me neither. He cannot in faith comfort and strengthen
me from God’s word, nor pray for me out of a believing heart for
Christ’s sake. For this I need truly believing Christians, who,
by their faith, can comfort and strengthen me out of God’s word ;
can point me to Christ as my only Savior; can repeat to me his
consoling promises in the last struggle, which is often a hard one,
and pray in the power of the spirit. I pray God that he grant
me such in my dying hours.

Although, in my opinion, this ought to suffice to convince you
that the lodge does no truly geod works, I wili yet refer to another
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thing which you mentioned. Did you not say that the lodge
brothers assisted and helped each other whenever it was possible
to do s0 ?

E. Certainly I said so, and it is a fact that we do so.

Ch. Well, I see in this respect you are a good Odd Fellow.
Your instruction books enjoin this duty upon you, as, for exam-
ple, Manual, p. 178 ff. 132 ; Pocket Companion, p. 13,176 ff.;
and you have promised the lodge to do so. If you, for instance,
should need a workman, and there were two, suppose one was a
member of the lodge, but belonged to no Christian congregation
and never attended church ; the other was a true Christian and
member of a church, but did not belong to the lodge; they both
alike needed work and were equally skillful ; which of these two
would you take ?

E. I would most assuredly take him who belongs to the lodge,
for by so doing I would keep the promise I gave in the lodge, and
know that I had a faithful workman. You surely do not consider
that a sin, do you?

Ch. Do you know what is written in Gal. 6 : 10 ?

E. No. What is written there ?

Ch. ““As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto
all men, espectally unto them who are of the household of faith.”’
The word of God, therefore, tells us we should especially, that is,
firstly, chiefly, particularly, before all things, do good to them
that are of the household of faith. But you, and all the mem-
bers of the lodge, say: No; firstly, chiefly to my brother of the
lodge. See; in such cases, if you wish to be a Christian and a
member of' the lodge at the same time, you cannot help yourself;
you must commit sin, act as you will. If you do good firstly and
especially to the members of the lodge, you transgress God’s holy
commandment. If you, on the other hand, do good firstly and
especially to your brethren of the household of faith, you break
the promise given in the lodge. Is that not dreadful, to be under
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necessity to sin? And we know that the wrath of God from
heaven is revealed upon all sin and injustice (Rom. 2), and that
it is a fearful thing, as a willful transgressor of the word of the
Lord, to fall into the hands of a holy and righteous God. Indeed
I do not know how I could rest if I belonged to such a society.

We have now, at your wish, tested the ¢¢good works’’ of the
order by the light of God’s word. It is true, we have not
exhausted the subject; but so much we have already seen, that
not a single good work stands the test May God in mercy grant
that we learn to know his word and his will aright, and through
him be delivered from everything that prevents us from living
according to his blessed word! Amen!



SIXTH DIALOGUE.

And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will
I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.
John 14:13. % j

Ernest. Judging from your previous expressions, I must con-
clude that you have still more objections against the lodge. Is it
not so ?

Christian.  Certainly, I have still more.

E. Pray, which are they?

Ch. 1 would like again to take up one point at a time. Do
they pray in your lodge ?

E. Yes, the chaplain opens and closes every meeting with
prayer. It is expressly recommended by the Grand Lodge of the
United States, as you can yourself read in the Digest, p. 342,
where it is said: ¢ J¢ ds highly desirable and eminently proper
that all lodges should be opened and closed with prayer.”” See
also Manual, p. 248 ff.

Ch. Very well: we will suppose you pray to the true God ;
upon what do you ground the hope that your prayer is heard ?

E. T suppose upon this,—that God is our Father and we are
his children. We entreat him, as beloved children entreat their
affectionate father, and, as God is our Father, he hears our
prayer.

Ch. How can you prove that God is your Father and that
you are his children? I well know that your books repeat it a
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hundred times; for instance, Manual, pp. 109, 140, 375, 385,
866, 222, ; Pocket Comp., p. 33 ; but pray, prove it.

E. God created us his children after his own image; there-
fore we are his children and he is our Father.

Ch. Most assuredly God created our first parents as his chil-
dren, after his own likeness. But what has become of this like-
ness of God, and of God’s children? Do you not know that our
first parents turned away from God unto the devil, were disobedi-
ent to God and obeyed the devil? By such disobedience to God
and obedience to the devil, men became the servants of the latter,
and ¢ are taken captive by him at his will”’ (2 Tim. 2 :26).
Through sin they became like unto the devil, and have lost their
glorious, innate and divine qualities, and in their stead received
qualities like the devil’s. For example, before the fall they were
holy, after it, unholy; before, righteous, afterward, unrighteous.
In the place of love to God, entered slavish fear, aversion, yea,
even inward hatred; in the place of uprightness came dissimula-
tion and hypoerisy; in the place of truth entered lies. The Lord
Jesus however declares (John 8 : 44) all liars to be children of the
devil, and the Apostle says (1 John 3 : 8): ¢ He that committeth
gin is of the devil.”” And that the wrath of God and punishment
follow sin, we learn from the Scriptures. Where are, then, the
children of God, who have a claim to eternal life?

E. You surely will not declare us all together to be the chil-
dren of the devil ?

Ch. . That be far from me, to declare this one or that one to be
children of the devil. But I do say, as the word of God says,
that we by nature are all in the kingdom of darkness (therefore
the devil’s), in the power of the devil (Acts 26 : 18), and serve
him with all our thoughts and deeds. Does not even the Apostle
Paul reckon himself, according to his former walk, among those
who served the prince of darkness (Lph 2:1-3)? and yet he at
that time led an outwardly moral, yea, strictly pure life. As we,
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therefore, are all by nature children of the devil and of ‘wrath,
we cannot possibly believe that we are God’s children and will be
saved, because he has created us. If we desire to be saved, we
muyst first decome the children of God ; otherwise it ‘is utterly
impossible. ’

E. How, then, can we become children of God?

Ch. The holy Secripture tells us clearly and plainly. In John
1:12 we read : ¢ As many as recetved him (Jesus Christ) to them
gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe
on his name, which were born . . . of God.”” Paul testifies (Gal.
8:26): “For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ
Jesus,’” because, he says, they have ‘‘put on Christ.”” Only
through Jesus Christ and the work of redemption that he wrought,
can we attain to the adoption as children of God, as the Scripture
says (Eph. 1:5): ¢ Having predestinated us unto the adoption of
children by Jesus Christ to himself.””" These texts declare clearly
and distinctly, that solely through Christ can we attain to the
adoption as children of God. Whoever suffers himself to be
called, enlightened and brought to faith by the Holy Spirit, and
embraces and accepts Jesus Christ by faith, to him he gives power
to become and to remain a child of God. On the contrary, all
those who do not believe in Jesus Christ, are not children of God
in the true, full seuse of the word. And, as the lodge does not
believe in Christ, does not and will'not recognize him, it does not
consist of God’s children. God is not their Father, and they are
not his children. Do not misunderstand me; T do'rot mean to
say that there are no children ‘of God in the lodge. Tt can possi-
bly be that here and there a weak soul, that believes in Christ,
has been tempted to join the lodge, who does not know its fright-
ful heresies, and therefore does not see the danger. ~ With such,
it is a sin of ignorance. But so soon as they come to this knowl-
* edge, they will renounce the communion of the lodge and confess
Christ.
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Z. But still it seems to me as if, upon the whole, you consider
us 'to 'be children of the devil.

Ch.  As T said before, the right of judging persons does not
belong to me; therefore I cannot and dare not say this or that
one is a child of the devil. Every Christian, however, must say,
with the Seriptures: Whosoever docs not believe in Jesus Christ, is
no child of God, but of the devil. Your lodge and your doctrines
have their origin in unbelief. ~Whoever assents to your false doc-
trines, approves of them, defends and seeks tv spread them, know-
ing that they do not coincide with the Seriptures, cannot be a
chald of God.

E. You began with speaking about praying. What was your
motive in doing so ?

Ch.- T had a twofold motive: 1, to assure myself that the
prayer of your lodge is not heard, indeed is sinful for every true
Christian ; 2, in order to hear once more the witness of the Scrip-
tures that the lodge has no God.

E. You think, therefore, that the prayers we offer in the
lodge are not heard and answered ?

Ch. Certainly. Do you not know, from your Catechism, how
we must pray if we wish to be heard ?

E. Our Catechism says: In the name of Jesus Christ.

Ch. Well, will you now affirm that your Chaplain, in opening
and closing the lodge, at funerals and dedications of lodges, prays
in the name of Jesus?

E. No, I will not assert that. He dare not do it. T!le
prayers are preseribed to him, and to the use of these formulas
he is limited But I do assert that I pray with the lodge, and
think of Jesus Christ in my prayer.

Ch. T am glad you own that the Chaplain, praying at the
request of and in obedience to the lodge, does not offer up his
prayer in the name of Jesus. It is also too clearly and plainly
written so in your books. A large number of so-called prayers
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are found in them; for example, Manual, p. 241, ff. 466, 469,
4713 ff. 505, 507; Pocket Comp., p. 189 ff. 244, 250 ff. ; but not
one of them is offered in the name of Jesus Christ; and the Chap-
lain is expressly directed to use these forms in his prayers. In
Pocket Comp., p. 166, it says: ¢ His duty is to open and close the
meetings with prayer (using none other than the prescribed form).”
Your book of laws (Digest) also, on page 341, forbids to offer any
other than the prescribed prayers. Indeed, should a Chaplain
undertake to pray in the name of Jesus, any member need only
protest against it, and he must immediately desist from it. As,
then, the lodge does not pray in the name of Jesus, and dare not
even do 50, these prayers are only such as God cannot hear.

E. What do you call praying in the name of Jesus?

Ch. We pray in the name of Jesus when we firmly rely and
rest upon the merits of Christ; that is, that we approach God in
prayer, relying upon the redemption of Christ, present our peti-
tion to him, becausc he graciously has commanded us so to do
(has vouchsafed us the honor to dare to pray), and has mercifully
promised that he will hear us. Whoever, now, believes in Christ,
confides in his promises, and alone for his sake, and not on account
of his own righteousness, entreats to be heard and believingly
expects it, he prays in the name of Jesus. And such prayer has
the express promise that it shall be heard (John 14: 13, 14; 16: 24).
But without faith it is impossible to please God and to pray in
such a manner that one’s prayer may be granted (Heb. 6:11).
As the lodge, however, does not pray in the name of Jesus, it has
no promise that it will be heard ; indeed God cannot hear you.

E. Why cannot God hear us?

Ch. Because you do not come to him, relying upon Christ’s
righteousness, but upon your own; you tread his commandments
under foov and subvert his ordinances. Your own righteousness,
however, before God is nothing but unrighteousness, which he
must punish. How can God possibly hear you, when you appear
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before him deserving punishment, and yet do not seek and entreat
pardon and reconciliation through the blood of Christ, but approach
him with your so-called ‘“good works,”” praising and boasting of
yourselves.  Truly, God would ecease to be holy and just, if he
would hear you, and that is impossible.

E. And are our prayers even sinful ?

Ch. To be sure. Everything that is done, thought or spoken
against God’s commandments, is sin. God wills that we should
call upon him in the name of his dear Son, and-only for the sake
of the reconciliation which has taken place through himn, shall we
ask every good thing, for time and eternity. This, however, you
neither do nor wish to do. Therefore every one of your prayers
is of itself sin. The prayer of the lodge, however, is a double,
nay, threefold sin to every Christian who, knowing that we should
pray in Jesus’ “name, nevertheless prays with the lodge con-
trary to God’s commandments and statues, without even once
publicly and earnestly protesting against it. Such a one denies
his Lord Jesus Christ, who has purehased him, denies his faith,
and is worse than a Heathen. The words apply to him: ¢ That
gervant which knew his lord™ will, and prepared npot himself,
neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many
stripes” (Luke 12 :47); and: ¢ Whosoever shall deny me be-
fore men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in
Heaven” (Matt. 10 : 33).

E. But I told you that I think of Jesus dunng prayer.

Ch. That can indeed not exonerate you. ' By so doing, you
confess that you know how Christians ought to pray, and yet
always pray with the lodge contrary to the will of God, and
silently approve of its false prayers; therefore you deny your
faith in the word of God, and by your silence and participation
strengthen the ignorant.in the error:that their prayers are right,
and make yourself continually a partaker of other men’s sins.
As you nevertheless still cling to the church, which many of your
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lodge members do not, they certainly must think: “If our prayers
were not right, Brother Ernst would surely say something about
it; but, as he says nothing, our prayers are certainly right and
Christian.”” Thus by your silence you strengthen other souls in
their error, and for this there is no excuse. Do you know who
alone can pray in the name of Jesus?

E. Of course, only a Christian, who knows and believes in
Jesus.

Ch. You are right. A Heathen or Jew cannot pray in the
name of Jesus, because he does not believe in Christ. Do you
desire still another testimony from your own book, as further
proof that the lodge will suffer no prayer in the name of Jesus,
indeed no Christian prayer? Then read what is said on page 166
of the Pocket Companion concerning the Chaplain. There it is
said, in plain words: ¢ It us scarcely necessary to add that the
Chaplain should be, if not @ Christian, at least a moral man.’’
Therefore the lodge is satisfied with any Jew or Gentile, any one
who denies Christ or despises God, as a Chaplain, provided he
leads a moral life, or, in other words, is not guilty of grave offences.
There remains, therefore, not a shadow of doubt that the lodge
will have no Christian prayer, but only such to which a Heathen, a
Jew, or a denier of Christ, @s such, can assent to. In short, it wants
a prayer that Jew and Geutile can say Amen to, a heathenish prayer.
That must surely be a dreadful thing to every true Christian.

E. That is indeed too evident for me to raise any forcible
objection against it. But before I say anything further, I would
beg you to give me the Scripture proof for your other assertion,
that the lodge has no God.

Ch. Most willingly. I have repeatedly proved to you that
the lodge does not believe in Jesus Christ, does not recognize him
to be the Son of God, does not esteem hjm to be its Savior and
Redeemer. But what does the Scripture say of those who do not
recognize and honor Jesus as true God ? It says (1 Jobhn 2:23):
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¢« Whosoever denteth the Son, the same hath not the Father.”
There are, perhaps, many in the lodge who think they pray to
the true God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; but they err
grievously. As the lodge does not believe in Christ as the Son of
God, and consequently has not the Son, therefore the word of God
judges 7t hath not the Father. Moreover, in 2 John b, it is said :
¢ Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of
Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ,
he hath both the Father and the Son.”” The lodge, not having
remained in the doctrine of Christ, but having turned aside from
it in every respect, indeed teaching the very contrary from what
Christ teaches, is judged by the word of God that ‘7t hath no
God.” The God to whom you pray in the lodge is an idol, a
creature of every one’s own imagination, which nowhere exists,
which can neither help nor save you; least of all, in your dying
hour, can comfort you and grant you a happy end. To pray to
such an idol of one’s imagination or reason, one need not be a
Christian ; every Jew, Gentile, Turk and denier of Christ can do
that. Indeed, true Christians, faithful children of God, are not
fit for that, because they are incapable of so grievously transgress-
ing the first and holiest of all commandments. According to the
judgment of the sacred Scripture, the lodge has no God. That is
frightful ! T would be terribly uneasy in such company. Who-
soever is without God, is, according to Ephesians 2 : 12, without
a Savior and Redeemer, ‘‘an alien from the commonwealth ot
Isracl, and a stranger from the covenants of promise, having no
hope”’ of everlasting life. Blessed is he who considers this in
time. Our last hour may come very suddenly.

E. 1In the light of these plain texts, one can hardly judge
otherwise. ~But before you proceed, I would like to mention
something eise, which has caused me great uneasiness since our
last conversation.

Ch. What is it?
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E. TFrom Gal. 6:10 I have learned that we, as Christians,
should first'do good to those that are of the household of faith.
Hitherto I have not done so. One case, in particular, oppresses
me. Several years ago, T had need'of a workman for a length of
time. There were two to be had. The one was very poor, had a
large family, was a member of the church, attended church regu-
larly, and seemed to be a pious man; at least, I never heard any
evil of him; but he was not a member of the lodge. = The other
made a good living, seldom went to a'church, and, as I learned
afterwards, believed neither in God, Heaven nor Hell. But,
because he was a lodge-member, T employed him instead of the
other. At that time, T did not feel any great uneasiness about it.
1 know very well that my conscience reproved me, but I quieted
its seruples with the promise I had made on entering the lodge, to
support, aid and assist the brethren. I even said to myself: Why
did he not join the lodge? then I could have employed him. The
poor man came into great distress, because he was for a long time
out of work. His wife, who seemed to be of a somewhat fretful
temperament, often shed bitter tears, when she did not know what
she and her little ones should eat. Times being hard, and little
work to be had, he could only, with great pains and trouble, pro-
oure a scanty support for his family. At length, he sold out
everything, even to his beds, to procure the necessary means for
removing to another State. I am now very sorry for having acted
80 at that time. I wish I had done otherwise. I have certainly
done wrong, have I not?

Ch. Alas, you have greatly sinned. You have committed a
twofold wrong. In the first place, you have acted contrary to
the word of God, which says we should especially do good to them
which are of the household of faith ; and secondly, you have sin-
ned against charity, by giving employment and bread to him who
needed it the least. Charity aids and assists, first of all, those who
stand most in need of it.
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E. T am truly sorry for it, and it burdens my conscience. I
should like to have your advice what I should do.

Ch. In the first place, I would advise you earnestly to entreat
God to forgive you, and then e

E. T have already done so, but I find no peace.

Ch. Then the fault lies entirely in yourself, either in your
faith or in your understanding. The Lord Jesus has suffered on
Calvary for all sins, and has shed his precious blood for this sin
of yours also, and will gladly forgive you. Nay, morc; he offers
you the forgiveness of this sin also, and only desires that you do
not reject it. e

E. Where does God offer me the forgiveness of this sin
also ?

Ch. In his blessed word and sacrament. In the Epistle to
the Ephesians, 1:7, we read: ¢ In whom (Christ) we have
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins.”” These
words are spoken to you and to me, and in speaking, or rather
causing them to be spoken to us, God brings us forgiveness and
offers it to us. Whoever, now, believes these words with his whole
heart, enjoys what they indicate and declare, namely, the remis-
sion of sins. And, that we should in no wise doubt that such
gracious words apply to all stns, John writes, in his first Epistle,
1:7: «The blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanseth us from all

2

sin Not asingle sin, be it great or small, wilfully or ignorantly
committed, is excepted. The Lord Jesus has suffered for all sins
and for all sinners. Whoever sincerely repents of his sins, and
believes in Christ with his whole heart, enjoys, through such faith,
the forgiveness of them. In the Communion we receive fikewise
forgiveness of sins. But why should I explain it to you any fur-
ther? You know your Catechism, and it teaches us from the
Scriptures, that through these words in the Sacrament, the remis-
sion of sins, life and salvation, are imparted. If, now, in spite of
such a declaration on the part of our God, we cannot enjoy peace,
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the fault certainly does not lie with him, but with ourselves, in
that we in some way or other hinder the grace of God.

E. Tt comforts me to hear such words of Scripture; but it
always seems as if they did not apply tome. I might have known
at that time, yes, in a certain sense I did know, that my way of
acting was wrong; and yet I laid more weight upon the promise
given to the lodge than upon the word of God. I think I am too
wicked for God to forgive me.

Ch. Tt seems to me you are greatly mistaken. You probably
imagine that if you had always lived virtuously, and had acted
differently in this case also, then God could forgive all those errors
that may yet cling to your otherwise good works; do you not?

E. Those are about my thoughts.

Ch. But then you rely, for the forgiveness of your sins, not
upon Christ’s blood and righteousness, but upon your own merit.
So long as you continue in the belief that you need forgiveness
merely for this sin, and perhaps a few other faults, but not for
your whole life, you will never enjoy pecace. We must learn that
all our own righteousness, all our best works, before God are but
as filthy and polluted rags, something which condemns us before
God, because everything, even the greatest virtues, are contami-
nated and defiled by the sin which continually besets us and
cleaves to all we do. We must cast ourselves entirely into the
depths of mercy, and say: I come, Lord, not relying upon my
own righteousness, but upon thy great compassion; forgive me,
solely for Jesus' sake, all my sin§, even such and such a one.
Only pray for a right knowledge of your sins, and for saving
faith ; make diligent use of the Word of God and the Sacra-
ment, and you will find peace also in regard to the wrong you
have done the poor man.

E. I would like to show the man a kindness now, and make
amends for my error.

Ch. It 13 certainly just and proper to make restitution to our
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neighbor, as far as possible. It is, at all events, in accordance
with: the word of the Lord; in Ezek. 33 :14, 15. But I must
call your attention to a dangerous error, which easily creeps into
the minds of men. We too readily believe that by making what
is called amends of the wrong done, we reconcile God, and have
made restitution for our sin before God, or, at least, have made
God willing to forgive us. That can never be done. We cannot
make amends for any sin before G'od, nor can we induce him to
forgive us; Christ alone can do that. Love to our neighbor de-
mands that we should indemnify him for the injury done; and
therefore no true Christian can or shounld neglect to do so. How-
ever, we dare not imagine that we have thereby canceled the sin
and need no further forgiveness. The sin having been committed,
we must have forgiveness, and seek that alone in the blood and
wounds of Christ. Do you know where the man lives at pres-
ent ?

E. 1 only know the State to which he moved. Did I know
his address, I would immediately write to him. But perhaps
I can ascertain that, as I have a brother and several ac-
quaintances residing in the same State. I will write to them
to-morrow.

Ch. Do so; and I wish you may find him and have an oppor-
tunity of showing him your affection. It is a great mercy of God,
when we, by his word, come to a knowledge of our sins, and be-
come sensible of the wrong we have done our neighbor. Being
conscious of it, we can pray for grace and pardon, which naturalily
we cannot do when we are unconscious of it. But the sins we
commit against God are much greater and more grievous than
those we commit against men. God is the highest majesty; we
are indebted to him for all that we have; therefore the sins against
him are much greater and more heinous. Thervefore if you, by
your participation therein, have continually approved of the false
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doctrine of the lodge; have not confessed Christ; consequently
have denied your Lord, his word and the faith, this sin is much
greater than those you have committed against men. But gener-
ally we are very slow to believe that. - May God, in his grace,
grant us his holy spirit, that we may, in every particular, attain
to a right knowledge !



SEVENTH DIALOGUE.

Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed in
him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my
disciples indeed. John 8 : 31.

Christian. You look very much pleased this evening, neigh-
bor. I have been expecting another visit from you this long time.
I am very glad that you have come.

Ernest. God be praised, I am indeed very much pleased.
The very next day after our last conversation, I wrote to my
brother and several acquaintances for the address of that man,
whom I shall call N. I received it shortly afterward, and wrote
him a long letter, in which I communicated to him that I had
done him great wrong at that time by not employing him, who
needed it so sadly, but another, who without this work had a good
support ; that I had acted in this manner because the latter
belonged to the lodge and he did not. = Certainly no law could
punish me for so doing, but I had sinned against charity. I also
wrote, that at that time I had not clearly known that it was sin;
but had soon quieted my conseience by remindinyg it that, upon
joining the lodge, I had promised to assist and aid all the mem-
bers; but now, through the grace of God, I had come to a better
knowledge. I was now very sorry for my error, and begged his
forgiveness. I also enclosed a check for fifty dollars, and entreated
him to accept it as a compensation for the injury done. . There-
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upon, he wrote me this lengthy and beautiful letter. I will read
it for you, if you like.

Ch. Pray do so.

E. EsteeMEp MR. ErNEST: —The grace of God be with
you! Your affectionate letter caused me to give grateful thanks
to God. When I contemplate the faithful'love of our Shepherd,
Jesus Christ, which so clearly shines forth from your letter, I
could not refrain from tears. To God be praise and thanks, that
you, through his grace, have been brought to the knowledee that
membership in the lodge, to say the very least, 75 a very danger-
ous thing, and a terrible obstacle to the Christian in the narrow
way to Heaven. T was also so unfortunate, at one time, as to allow
myself, by all manner of deceptions, particularly by promises of
valuable worldly advantages, to be induced to join. After my
application for acceptance, I could not sleep for several nights,
and when I was admitted, I suffered truly the anguish of hell.
They seek, indeed, to make it very terrible and awe-inspiring, by
means of darkness, sudden light, frightful pictures, clattering, and
the like. My fear, however, was not caused by this hocus pocus,
but by my conscience, which bitterly reproached me. Not one
evening did I sit in the lodge with a quiet conscience. I knew
that quite a number of infidels belonged to it; I knew also that it is
written : ¢ Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers;
for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and
what communion hath light with darkness? And what concord
hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth
with an infidel ? ~ Wherefore, come out from among them, and be
ye separate, saith the Lord” (2 Cor. 6:14-17). The conviction
that this action was in contradiction to the word of God, tormented
me. All the sorry comfort with which a brother tried to console
me,—that the lodge let every one believe what he pleased, and
had, properly speaking, nothing at all to do with religion, but was
merely an association for mutual aid and alleviation of distress;—«
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could not helpme. T found upon almest every page of the pub-
lications and books of the lodge, this false comfort refuted, partly
in a direet and partly in an indirect manner; thercfore my uneasi-
ness remained.  But, by the-grace of God, I was soon to be
brought to a decision. One evening, shortly after the election of
a mew chaplain, he closed the lodge with prayer in the name of
Jesus, entreating God to answer for the sake of Jesus Christ his
Son. At the very next meeting, scveral members made complaint
about it. The matter was discussed. I endeavored to prove from
Scripture, that it was a Christian’s duty to pray in the name of
Jesus, and that we could not hope to be heard only on account of
the redemption of Gol’s Son. But what answer, dear Mr. Ernst,
do you think they gave me? One said we had nothing to do with
the Christian religion. The lodge had its own religion, and in
accordance with this we pray to God. The lodge had nothing at
all to do with Jesus Christ. At home, every one could pray as

he ‘pleased ; but here in the lodge, no prayer dare or could ever
be offered in the name of Jesus; it was also forbidden in the

Digest (page 341). Another was more outspoken yet. He de-
clared that he could not conceive how it was possible that there
were still people, in our century, who believed the priests’ fraud
that Jesus was the Son of God. Least of all, could he compre-
hend that members of the lodge still did so, as the lodge was an
educational institution, and purposed to banish all superstition
(meaning faith in Christ). Christ, he said further, was a man
like one of us; indeed he was of illegitimate birth, therefore a
bastard! I was terrified and shocked at such blasphemy. My
resolution was taken. When I once more gained the floor, I
announced my withdrawal, with the remark that the outspoken
infidelity and blasphemy compelled me, as a Christian, to go out
from such a society. I anticipated the hatred of most of the
members, aud it has richly been poured out upon me. They tried
to deprive me of my employment and means of living, or to
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diminish them. "At last I preferred to go out of the way of these pec-
ple, and came into your section of country. Even there, God would
not that I should earn my bread in peace. Again I pulled up my
stakes, and came hither. Here, through the grace of God, I have
not only succeeded in earning an honest livelihood, but something
more and above. I already own a fine farm, which is mostly paid
for. God be praised, everything goes well with me here. ‘We
have also a neat church, a faithful pastor, and the word of God
and his sacraments pure and unadulterated, as well as a good
school with an excellent teacher for our children. That lodge, in
which I, alas! was once a member, resolved that prayer should
only be held according to the prescribed form, therefore not in
the name of Jesus. I was, however, not the only one who left at
that time. The Chaplain, for the same reason, at-the next session
announced his withdrawal.

I found it quite natural that, at that time, you should employ
the other man instead of me, as I, from my own experience, knew
the lodge and its aims. I heartily forgave you, and never held a
grudge against you on that account. The want of employment at
that time, if T look at it right, was of no damage to me. I have
experienced the truth of the words of Scripture: ¢ It is good for
me that I have been afflicted’ (Ps. 119 : 71). T have also expe-
rienced that in the old proverb, ‘ Necessity teaches us to pray,”
a profound truth is concealed. I was driven, by my affliction, to
more earnest prayer and into the word of God, and in this way it
became a blessing to me.

And now, in regard to the fifty dollars you so kindly sent me,
I think it would be a sin to accept pay for this blessing (for indeed
the tribulation proved only a blessing to me). If you are agreed,
I will double the sum and send it to the Theological Seminary in
N N Pray let me know your opinion as soon as pos-
sible.

Thanks be to the faithful God, who has granted us all manner

é
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of heavenly blessings, through Christ. May he grant further
grace, that we learn to know his word aright and to live in
accordance with it. 'Wishing you the blessing of God, I com-
mend myself to your love and remembrance in your prayers.
Yours, 3 N.

Ch. This letter tunes one’s heart to praise and gratitude, and
affords us another evidence of the great love of God, who wills
not that any one should be lost. Did he not go after this N.,
and gave him no rest in the communion of the unbelievers, until
he'came out from among them? Yes; honor and praise be to
God, that he follows and seeks us in our wanderings, as a shep-
herd seeks the straying lamb! Did he leave us to ourselves, we
would all be heirs of everlasting perdition.

E. This letter occasions me great joy. He has forgiven me;
everything goes well with him. 'He will not accept the fifty dol-
lars, but will double it and send it to the Theological Seminary in
case I consent to it. = Well, I think I shall give my entire assent
to it.  What do you think?

Ch. T think it is the very best thing you can do. This coun-
try is in great want of faithful ministers and school teachers.
However, such institutions can only be sustained by the loving
care of the congregations, and it is our duty, as Dr. Luther so
pressingly admonishes us, to do all in our power that the word of
God may be handed down pure and unadulterated to those that
come after us; therefore it is not only laudable and right, but
also our sacred obligation, to support such institutions.

E. N., too, was, then, at one time a lodge member, and went
out from it. I was not aware of it before. I, too, have been for
some time uneasy about my membership. I do not exactly know
what to do. Sometimes I think it is not right to remain any
longer in the lodge; at other times the thought arises in me:
Should you remain, you might help to change some things for the
better. Then again I think: You should withdraw; it 1s an alli
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ance of unbelievers. Sometimes again it is very hard for me to
entertain the thought of leaving, as I have very good friends
among them. At other times, the care for my family troubles me,
should we meet with misfortune and lose a great deal, or perhaps
everything ; and if I should die, they would, of course, receive no
aid, and the money I have paid in for so many years would be
thrown away.

COh. That you have such scruples and are inwardly tossed
from one side to the other, I can well understand. That is one
of the struggles between the flesh and the Spirit, between sin and
righteousness, between the old and the new man. This struggle
is allotted to us. Blessed are we if the Spirit gains the vietory
(Gal. 5:16, 17, 22-24).  Should you, however, really believe,
that by remaining in the lodge, you would be able to change some
things for the better, you would be greatly mistaken. A society
with such false doctrine and erroneous belief can never more be
cured by remaining in it and meaning to testify against its faults.
Even if by our words we would seemingly effect some good, we
would by sinfully remaining in it do ten times greater harm.
How can the reproof be sincere, or how should others be able to
regard it seriously, when they see that he who finds fault quietly
remains in the society? No; if there be any means by which
such an association can be cured, it is surely only by withdrawing
from it, with a clear statement of its false doctrine, and then to
seek by word and deed to convince other souls that are captivated
by it, of their wrong. However, I believe it is not necessary to
waste many words about it.  If I might offer my advice, it would
be this: Come out from among the communion of unbelievers;
or, Renounce the world, cleave to Christ ! Yet I should be sorry
were you to take this step on account of human-persuasion. Con-
inue faithfully to compare the doctrines of the lodge with the
Holy Scriptures, to use the means of grace diligently, entreat the
Holy Ghost for enlightenment, and then you will speedily come
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to a decision. Least of all will the ties of friendship or the
money paid in, then keep you back. All these are only earthly
and perishable goods. I think we will meanwhile commend this
matter to our faithful God and pray that he may direct it so that
it may redound to his glory. I believe, however, it would be well
for us to talk about some other matters.

I lately read in the Book of Concord of our Lutheran Church,
where it speaks in the Epitome of the rule and standard of doc-
trine and faith: ¢ We believe, teach and confess, that the only
rule and standard, according to which all doctrines and teachers
alike ought to be tried and judged, are the prophetic and apostolic
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments alone.”’  And it struck
me that the lodge has an entirely different rule and standard of
doctrine and faith, than the Church of God.

Y. The Book of Concord,—what kind of book is that ?

(k. The Book of Concord contains all the confessional writ-
ings of our Evangelical Lutheran Church, namely, the three
(Ecumenical Confessions of Faith, the Augsburg Confession, with
its Apology, the Smaleald Articles, the smaller and larger Cate-
chisms of Luther, and the Formula of Concord. Every Lutheran
should surely have and diligently read it, that he may know what
his church believes, teaches and confesses, according to the Word
of God, and what she, according to the Scriptures, rejects as false
doctrine. Are you not acquainted with the book ?

E. I am acquainted with the Smaller Catechism and the
Augsburg Confession, but I do not know the other writings.

Ch. If you wish to read it, I will gladly lend you my Book
of Concord, but it is better that you should purchase one for your-
self.

E. 1 shall do so. But you were saying that the lodge has an
entirely different standard of doctrine than the Church. I inter-
rupted you. DPray, continue.

Ch. The Church of Jesus ©hrist confesses the Scriptures of
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the Old and New Testaments to be the only rule and standard of
faith, of doctrine and of life, and has expressly declared so in her
confessional writings. Does the lodge do the same? Noj; it
has an entirely different rule and standard of faith, doctrine and
life, namely, conscience; indeed not the conscience enlightened
by and resting in the word of God, but the conscience corrupted,
perverted, darkened and led astray by stn. For so we read in
the Manual, p. 876: ¢ The authority of conscience, tn RELIGION,
must be PARAMOUNT.” In the Pocket Companion, p. 127, it
says: ¢ Conscience should be permitted always to govern us, and
as it directs, so should we ever act.’” Here it is clearly and
unmistakably said, that the lodge does not recognize the Word of
Grod as superior to conscience. It does not give the Word of God
the first place, but conscience; does not allow conscience to be
corrected, enlightened and quickened by God’s Word, but places
the Word of God far, far beneath conscience, and subjects it to
its reason and egotism. Thus, whatever the Heathen’s conscience
tells him, in religious matters, that is right ; what his conscience
whispers to him that rejects Christ, is also right; but what the
conscience of the believing Christian. after it has been enlight-
ened and quickened by the Word of God, tells him concerning
religion, that is called ¢ sectarianism.”” And why is all that
right which the conscience of those says who do not believe in
the Bible? Because the highest authority which the lodge has,
has declared it to be so. What a piece of blasphemous folly !
Truth, in religious matters, is but one. Two contradictory doc-
trines cannot both be true. What a confusion of doctrines this
would make !  Let us take, for example, the doctrine concerning
God. The Jew declares: I believe, according to my conscience,
in one only invisible God, but not in a triune Being. Here the
highest authority has spoken. Our Indian says: I belicve, accord-
ing to my conscience, in the Great Spirit and in evil spirits. Here
the highest authority has spoken, The Chinese declare, pointing
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to a small idol: This is my household God, in whom I believe,
according to my conscience. Here again the highest authority
has spoken. . The Fetish worshiper has a potsherd hanging on the
wall, and solemnly affirms: According to my conscience, this is
my God, whom I adore. Here the highest authority again has
spoken. The Mohammedan, with pious mien, says: Allah, accord-
ing to my conscience, is my God, and Mohammed is his prophet.
Again the highest authority has spoken. Finally, the unbeliever
declares: Nature is God, and there is none other; that is my
belief, according to my conscience; he is a fool who believes
otherwise. Here, too, the highest authority has spoken. Now
tell me which of all these contradictory doctrines is right ?  The
highest authority has spoken in regard to all. ~As they contradict
each other and no two of them agree, whom shall and can one
believe ?  Behold ! the only truth existing becomes a twenty-fold
truth, continually contradicting itself. Is not that dreadful ?

E. My understanding of this matter, until now, has been,
that the conscience of each individual should decide in regard to
his religion.

Ch. This is probably meant, and I understand it so; and in
this way we get a truth of a thousand shades, and contradicting
itself in a thousandfold manner.. There is, however, but one
faith, one doctrine, one God (Eph. 4 :3-6). But the reason of
it is, that the lodge does not recognize the Word of God to be
above conscience, but, on the contrary, elevates conscience far
above God’s word, and allows this conscience, thus sundered from
God’s word, to judge and decide on all faith and doctrine. Should
the lodge, for example, say: The Word of God is the only rule
and standard of faith, doctrine and life; let your conscience be
ruled and quickened thereLy, and then never act against the dic-
tates of your conscience, resting in God's word,—it would do
right. ~ But that it will not do; neither can it do so, with its
mongrel religion, to which the Jews, I%eathen ‘anid-unbelievers

‘\
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agree. The majesty of God and of his holy word is terribly dis-
honored and desecrated in this way. Sinful and ungodly men set
their perverted conscience in place of God’s everlasting word.
What do you now think of this absurd principle of the lodge,
that conscience, unenlightened by the Word of God, should, in
religious matters, decide all things? Do you consider that to be
right ?

E. T donot believe that it is correct, and must say, that in
its application, it shakes and overthrows every real truth. I, at
least, can no longer consent to it. :

Ch. Were this principle correct, then it was unnecessary for
God to give the ten commandments and send the prophets and
his Word ; for, if conscience, without God’s word, is the highest
authority, what is the use of them all? The sufferings and death
of Jesus Christ, whereby he redeemed the world and taught the
way to heaven, would then be just as useless and superfluous,
because, according to that principle, the natural conscience, with-
out God’s word, teaches men the right way, that is, the way to
Heaven. If we now look into the holy Scriptures, we find, that
by nature we know nothing of God and divine things, as we ought
to know in order to be saved. In 1 Cor. 2: 14, it is said, for
example : ‘“But the natural man (that is, man as he is born into
the world, as he is by nature) receiveth not the things of the
spirit of God; for they are foolishness unto him : neither can he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned.’”’ - Here, not
only all true knowledge, all right understanding of spiritual things,
are denied to the natural man, but also the power to seize and
comprehend them, even when they are communicated to him. In
Matt. 11 : 217, the Lord Jesus says: ‘“No man knoweth the Son,
but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the
Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.’’ Here we
see, therefore, that we can in no wise know God the Father, unless
the Son does reveal him to us in the Word. And when Peter
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confesses, ‘“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God,”
Christ answers : ‘“Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee,
but my Father which is in Heaven” (Matt, 16:16, 17). Thus
we see, that of ourselves, we are unable to know either the Father
or the Son, or other spiritual things, without the divine revela-
tion. God must give us the knowledge of salvation (Luke 1 : 77),
by giving us ¢ the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowl-
edge of him”’ (Kph. 1:17). As little as we, of ourselves, can
know God by our consciénce, so little can we, by our conscience,
learn the way to Heaven. The conscience of no natural man has
ever taught him : Repent and believe in the Gospel. There have
been, for example, learned men among the Heathen, particularly
among the Grecks and Romans, and every one of them possessed
a conscience; but not a single one has ever taught: Believe in
the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved. Indeed, this doc-
trine which the lodge has established, is ruinous, and no one who
follows it can be saved. }

E. T firmly believe that, in religious matters, we can only
allow the sacred Scriptures to be the rule and standard ; otherwise
we fall into pernicious confusion, from which we cannot extricate
ourselves. Every one claims, according to his conscience, to have
the right religion.

Ch.. We fall not only into wretched confusion, but, what is
surely still worse, we cannot be saved, as conscience, without the
word of God, never finds the right way of repentance and faith.
When, however, the lodge assigns to conscience the highest
authority in affairs of religion, it means to apply this only to the
lodge members, and all such as accept its false doctrine; a con-
science that in matters of religion differs from its conscience, it
does not respect. I, for example, according to my conscience,
which rests in God’s word, can only warn against the pernicious
doctrines of the lodge. Thus my conscience teaches me, because
it is so instructed by the Word of God. The Pocket Companion,
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on' page 127, says: “‘ Conscience should be permitted always to
govern us; and as it directs, so should we ever act.”” Accord-
ingly, we should think the lodge would respect that, and -say:
This man is, no doubt, honest, and acts according to his con-
science, according to his highest authority. But how do you
think the lodge treats those who contradict its false doctrines?
It abuses them in the most vulgar terms, although it pretends to
be very respectable. The lodge calls me, because, for conscience
sake, I am compelled to warn against its false doctrines, on page
182 of the FPocket Companion, ¢ base”” and ‘‘unworthy.”” It pre-
tends, therefore, to allow liberty of conscience, but exercises terri-
ble tyranny over the conscience. Every one who opposes its false
doctrine, and must do so for conscience sake, is abused as ¢ base’’
and ‘‘unworthy.”” ~ What would it perhaps do, if it should obtair
the exclusive control of the religion of States? Undoubtedly the
time of bloody persecution would return. Verily, we have reasor
to pray also in regard to this enemy of our faith: ‘¢ Rise up,
Lord, and let thine enemies be scattered”” (Numb. 10 : 35). And:
¢ Return, we beseech thee, O God of Hosts: look down from
heaven, and behold, and visit this vine; and the vineyard which
thy right hand hath planted, and the branch that thou madest
strong for thyself’’ (Ps. 80:14, 15). Yes, that is the main
object of the lodge, particularly of the initiated and leading per-
sonalities, to thrust Jesus Christ, slyly and most imperceptibly,
from his throne, that is, to remove him from the hearts and
homes, from the churches and schools.
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That Christ may dwell in ({our hearts by faith, that
ye be rooted and grounded in love. Eph. 8:17.

Ernest. Since our last conversation, I have reflected much
upon your last words. You said, namely, that the lodge labored
to dislodge Christ from his throne, to remove him from the hearts
and homes, churches and schools. When I now reflect on my
experience in the lodge; on everything that was spoken, consid-
ared, resolved and done, I must confess that much has occurred
which, as a Christian, one cannot approve of. But where is there
a society, of any size, in which much that is unchristian does not
ocenr ? Is it not the case even with Christian congregations?
Buv I must say that I have never witnessed that on the part of
the lodge it was ever resolved or declared: We will extinguish
Christ or Christianity.

Christian. - 1 believe, very readily, that you have never heard
such declarations or resolutions of the Jodge. One does not do it
so bluntly. It would be very fortunate for Christians, especially
for such as are weak in Christian knowledge, if the lodge would
speak out honestly and openly and declare : We will have nothing
to do with Christ; we will go“to heaven by our own merits; we
therefore reject the doctrine of redemption through the blood and
death of Christ, the doctrine of repentance and faith; indeed it
is our mission to abolish Christianity from the earth. I repeat, it
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would be very fortunate were the lodge openly to come out with
these its secret projects. Then the eyes of the simple would be
opened, and no Christian possessed of a spark of Christianity
would join the lodge. It would then be over with the spread of
the lodge among Christians; and, as up to the present it has mani-
fested no inclination to propagate its peculiar tenets among the
wild Bushmen of Africa and the Cannibals of New Zealand, their
very existence would be at stake. The leaders are well aware of
this fact, and therefore never express themselves openly and hon-
estly. The Devil, this seducer from the beginning, has ever acted
in the same way. Do you believe that Adam and Eve would have
ever suffered themselves to be tempted to sin by the Devil, had he
come out openly with his secret designs? If, for example, the
Devil had said: Here, Eve, eat of the fruit of this tree; it tastes,
good, but your eating will bring upon you the wrath of God, all
kinds of temporal misery, will rob you of the peace of God; will
deliver you, after much sickness and suffering, unto death, and
after death will plunge you into the everlasting torments of hell,—
what do you think, would Eve have eaten of the fruit?

E. Most assuredly not.

Ch. About as much success would the lodge have among
Christians, if it came out openly with its designs, as it should,
according to its own motto. This it knows very well, and there-
fore seeks, in a very subtle manner, to extirpate Christianity ;
and behold, it is only too frequently successful in its efforts. The
Devil, by means of cunning lies and frauds, also succeeded in
seducing our first parents, and succeeds daily in leading astray
their descendants.

E. How, then, do you think the lodge goes to work?

Ch. Not by such resolutions. You can rummage all the
writings of the lodge, and will scarcely find such a resolution. I
have already read a great mass of publications of the lodge and
of its members, not alone those which you brought me, but many
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other books and writings, which I found advertised therein, and
have sent for, but have never found such a resolution. It would
indeed be the beginning of the end of the lodge. It worksin a
very different way. It assumes a Christian appearance, and tries
to maintain it. It deceives the Christians whom it wishes to win
for the lodge, by pretending that the lodge lays great stress upon
Christianity, that it has even done a great deal to uphold the
knowledge of God and the Christian religion, as it so frequently
boasted of in your publications; for example, Manual, p. 130 ff.,
where it is said such associations were ““mighty agents in preserv-
ing and perpetuating a knowledge of the truth, as regards both
Gop and man.” As further proof that the lodge promotes Chris-
tianity, they are told that the open Bible lies always upon the
table (see Proceedings Grand Lodge of Wisconsin, 1871, p. 1533),
that the Ten Commandments are read to every one who is initiated ;
that on conferring of the degrees, at funerals, laying of corner-
stones, dedication of lodges, &c., &c., portions of the Bible are
read and applied; that the lodge is opened and closed with prayer;
further, that it is precisely the lodge which performs good Chris-
tian works, which the congregations ought to do, but neglected,
namely, to assist the widows and orphans, to visit and relieve the
sick, and to bury the dead. And probably it is reiterated a hun-
dred times, as, for example, in Heart and Hand of July 22, 1871,
p- 119, that in their secrets and their whole nature there is noth-
ing contradictory to our duties toward God, our neighbor and
ourselves. And just under this pious pretext, the lodge labors,
with all its might, to extirpate Christianity. And that
E. But how does it set about it, then ?
- Ch. Well, in the first place, tell me in what consists true
Christianity.
E. T could not, perhaps, better express it in a few words,
than by saying: In faith in Christ Jesus, 1n love to him and
childlike obedience.
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Ch. Therefore the sum and substance of Christianity is Jesus
Christ, is he not ?

E. (Certainly. The very name ‘ Christian”’ designates one
who believes in, loves and follows Jesus.

Ch. Very well. Now, nothing less than this center of all
Christianity, the lodge attempts to do away with, ¢n making
Jesus Christ entirely superfluous to the members of the lodge.
On every page of the writings of the lodge, we read that man, in
himself, has the ability to make himself a moral man and a citizen
and heir of heaven. The lodge declares ‘‘ the most tmportant
uses and aims of Oddfellowship to be, the tmbuing of the minds
of our brethren with proper conceptions of their powers amd
capacities’”’ (Man. p. 112 ff.); <to imbue him with conceptions
of his capability for good ” (Man. p. 47 ff.); that a ¢“true Odd
Fellow”’ belongs ¢ to the highest style of man’’ (p. 269), and that
such live “with a conscience void of offence toward God and
man,”’ and ¢ their departure from earth is but a translation to a
blissful immortality’’ (p. 157), in order to rest ‘“in that angel
land”’ (Pocket Comp. p. 182). Now tell me, has he who believes
this, still any need of Jesus ?

E. T cannot see why such should have any need of Jesus]as
heir Savior.

Ch. It is certain, first and above all things, we need the Lord
Jesus for the forgiveness of sins, as his blood alone cleanses us
from sin (1 John 1:7). But all those who believe what the
lodge teaches, have no need of Christ for the forgiveness of sins;
for they do not know that they are poor sinners, worthy of con-
demnation, but do all they can to prevent the knowledge of sin,
to stifle the convictions of sin, and even profess that they live
¢ with a conscience void of offence toward God and man,” while the
Scriptures say (Rom. 3:23): ¢‘ For all have sinned,” and are all,
by nature, the children of wrath” (Eph. 2:3), and: ¢ There
is none that doeth good, no, not one” (Rom. 3:12). Is it not
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‘thorrible to read such derision of the sacred word of God? If we,
for example, consider the first commandment, in which, among
other things, it is said that we should love God above all things,
and examine ourselves whether we really do so, we certainly are
constrained, with Dr. Luther, to say, that we transgress this com-
mandment every hour and minute, because we never love God as
we ought to love him. Qur conscience is therefore not free from
offence toward God, according to this one commandment. In
spite of this, -the lodge asserts the contrary, and declares: Our
conscience is void of offence toward God. Unto every one, then,
who believes this assertion, the Lord Jesus is the most superflu-
ous object in the world. Behold, this is the way the lodge works
to remove’ the Lord Jesus from the hearts of its members. Let
us suppose the case, that such an Odd Fellow 1s the father of a
family ; will he be likely to lead his children to Jesus, the Savior
of ginners ?  'Will he teach his dear little ones to sing:
¢ Jesus’ blood and righteousness,
That is my ornament and dress

With this before God’s throne I’ll stand
When I go to the better land ?? 2

‘Will he endeavor to awaken faith in Christ, and instill love to him
in the hearts of his children? Certainly not. And if the mother
still has faith in Christ, and directs her children to him, he will,
to say the least, with a shrug of the shoulder, smile at her stu-
pidity, and in some way manage that the tares of his unbelief do
not allow the good seed to spring up in the children’s hearts.
See ! this is the way the Lord Jesus is driven away from the
homes. “The next consequence is, that he is also removed from
the schools and churches, wherever the influence of the lodge
extends so far. That you do not teach the Lord Jesus in your
orphan schools, you have already confessed. Therefore you have
fortunately (?) banished the Lord Jesus from your schools. And
when the true Odd Fellows gain the upper hand in a congre-
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gation, they soon banish him also from the church; that is, they
will not suffer that repentance and conversion, faith and reconcilia-
tion through the blood of Jesus, be preached. You can find many
such congregations in this country. This false doctrine of self-
righteousness is the explanation of the fact that we so very seldom
find a Free Mason (whose doctrines are the same as yours) or an
Odd Fellow who really loves the preaching of the pure gospel,—
baptism, absolution and the Lord’s supper. It is true, we find,
here and there, members of secret societies who congribute largely
towards building churches, or defraying the expenses of the con-
gregation ; but, that this is not done from love to Christ, they
prove by their generally despising the means of grace. , Nor can
it be otherwise. If I am a **true Odd Fellow,”” and believe that
I can help myself, and by my own virtues merit Heaven, I do not
need the assistance of Christ and the means of grace. I cannot
possibly still find pleasure in the preaching of repentance and faith.
It must be disgusting to me, to hear from the pulpit that T am a
poor sinner ; intolerable, that I should be called upon to repent;
my heart must revolt when I hear that through pure grace I must
be saved, and that all my good works can help me nothing in get-
ting to Heaven. I am not at all surprised that the majority of the
lodge members maintain, or sooner or later will maintain such a
position. From the sced which is sown in the lodge and all its
publications, no other fruit-can grow.

E. Do you believe that all think so ? :

Ch. 1 hope not; be it far from me to assert. that On the
contrary, I believe that there are many in the lodge who do not
know or are aware what a terrible association they have joined,
who know themselves to be miserable sinners, who believe in Christ
and hope to be saved through him. I am only speaking of what
the fruit of such sowing is and must be when it springs up, and
what general experience teaches. = I also believe, most assuredly,
that you, since joining the lodge, have often enough experienced,
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that this sowing of false doctrine has prought forth the sad fruit
of disinclination to and inward estrangement from the word of
God, in most members.

E. Certainly that is a fact, as I well know, confirmed by ex-
perience. I only wanted to hear if you made no exceptions. But,
as you do, I can make no objections to what you say.

Ch. Yea, God be praised that there are still exceptions. It
is his great mercy that many (as I hope) have a better faith than
the lodge teaches. That is certainly no merit of the lodge, but
the great compassion of God. Such, however, stand in great
danger of soon losing their faith entirely ; for such a communion
with unbelievers has always a very injurious influence. They
make themselves, continually, ‘‘ partakers of other men’s sins,”’
and transgress God’s express commandment (2 Cor. 14:17).
May God, in his mercy, have compassion on these deceived and
blinded souls, who are thus led astray, and open their eyes before
it 18 too late. ,

While I think of it, let me call your attention to the publica.
tions of the order and their anti-christian tone. Should I indeed
mention all the anti-christian sentiments contained therein, I
should really not know where to end. But only a few. The Grand
Reépresentative, F. S. Ostheim, who represented the Grand Lodge
of Oregon in the Convention of the Grand Lodge of the United
States, held in Baltimore in September, 1870, and who soon after
wént to Germany, wr’ofe, on the 20th of April, a long letter, which
is printed in your paper, ““ The Odd Fellow,” in the June number
of 1871, p. 869. In this letter, Mr. F. S. Ostheim states that the
order had been introduced into Germany, and writes, among other
things : ¢ Whether Jew, Turk or Christian, is immaterial to the
irrefutable laws of nature, which are based upon reason, just as in
general such like Auman institutions, however beneficial their influ-
ence may prove, are frequently ouly calculated to enchain the world
in the shackles of error and prejudice. A universal brotherhood,
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on the contrary, presupposes that harmony,, which we pereeive
everywhere in the works of a latent power which we call God.
The same (the brotherhood of the Odd Fellows, namely, the
Author) is therefore divine, is a divine institution, which bids
defiance to the intrigues of earthly decrees. The accord of this
harmony finds its best expression in our hearts. If the heart
beats only for what is good and noble, it needs no other religion
than that which it dictates to itself. It is our order which chiefly
promotes these cosmopolﬁitan principles, and therefore its propaga-
tion in all civilized countries may of right be considered as of so
much greater importance.” From these words we gee: 1st, that
with Mr. Ostheim tho religion of a Jew or Turk passes for at least
as much, if not more, than that of a Christian; 2d, that he calls
the Christian ehurch w1t;h her confessmn, ¢ 3 human institution”;

therefyre does not ‘recognize Jesus Christ, the true God, to have
founded tho Chris’tiar‘lf church ; indeed, he holds the church, with
her doctrines and faith, without expressing it in as many words,
to be an institution for gpreading ignorance, calculated ;¢ to bind
the world in the shackles of error and prejudice’’ ; 3d, that he
acknowledges no personal God who possesses a self-exlstent being
and free motion, but only a ¢latent (that] is, concealed, secrct)
power,” which he calls God. Perhaps Mr. Ostheim imagines this
secret power, which he calls God, to be similar to the power of the
magnet, which is also secret; we do not see or hear it, but only
recognize its existence by the effect, when, namely, a piece of iron
ig brought near it. As, therefore, the power of the magnet is in
man’s control, that is, he can allow it to work or not, so, it would
seem, Mr. O. represents to himself the imaginary God; that it
therefore lics in his power to allow his God to work, and to inter-
fere when he pleases and to prevent it when he pleases. A fine
God that! 4th, we see that Mr. Q. teaches, no man needs any
other religion than what his own heart dictates to him, when it
only “‘beats for what is good and noble.”” Does Mr. O. recognize



90

the sacred Scriptures as the ruie and standard of his religion?
By no means! “His own heart, which, like every one’s heart, is ..
corrupt, perverted, and obscured by sin, is to him the sole. rule
and standard of his religion; what that dictates’ to him is.
perfectly sufficient, and certainly, according to his opinion, is also
the best.  Mr. O. has therefore the same religion which every..
Heathen, Jew, Turk, unbeliever and scorner of God has. Firally,
5th, we learn therefrom what the lodge really aims at. Mr.. 0.
writes : *“It is our order which chiefly promotes these cosmopoli- .
tan principles (the maxims of universal religion), and therefore its .
propagation in all civilized countries may of right be considered
as of 80 much greater importance.” Therefore the order, particu-
larly its-leaders, like this < Grand Representative,” are clearly
conscious that by their ¢“principles” the religion of their own'
heart, which suits Heathen, Jews, 'I'urks and all unbelievers, will
mostly be extended, and true Christianity thereby be exterminated; .
For this reason, they labor with all zeal to lead souls astray not
only in this country, but also in other countrics, and for this purf.
pose the order has been transplanted to Germany. In the Manual,:
pp- 110, 441, and in ““The Odd Fellow ” for May, 1871, p. 810,
it is said that the pecuniary benefits are ¢ scarcely a tithe” of the
““aims and objects’’ of the lodge, indeed that they are only
““means to the end.”” What are, then, the other nine-tenths-of
their ¢‘ aims and objects””? The above mentioned number of
¢The Odd Fellow,”” page 10, answers this question thus: ‘It is
the great aim of the brotherhood of the Odd Fellows . . . to give
their adherents a correct understanding of the relation betwcen
God and man.” That means, in plain language, something like.
this: We will extend our religion, which ‘‘our own heart dic-
tates,” among our members and as much farther as we possibly
can, and we will extirpate the Christian religion, with its Christ,
in so far as we are able to do so. We will not have the God of
the Bible; we have made one according to our imagination, and
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we will not allow the Bible to define our relation to him; no, we
will do that ourselves, according to the pleasure of our own
hearts.

E’ Well, God be praised that Mr. Ostheim’s religion is not
mme

"Ch. What do the papers of the order say, now, to this doc-
trine of Mr. O., which he plainly enough represents to be the
docﬁipe of the order? Is there in all your papers, numbering
about twelve, only one dissenting voice to be heard, which says:
¢« No, that is not our doctrine”? Not a single one is.to be heard.
Nay, still more. This Mr. Ostheim, who has so decidedly spoken
as an infidel ; who declares that he does not believe in a personal
God and recognizes no biblical doctrine, but only that of his own
heart ;—this infidel is Lighly extolled in your papers. The editor
of your paper, ‘“ Heart and Hand,” introduces him, for example,
in the number of July 15th, 1871, page 109, as his personal friend
a"ﬁd 'Brother, and calls the heart, which had made this confession
of unbelief, a ‘“noble”” one. And, as it was Mr. O. who first
proposed the introduction of the order into Germany, and pressed
it w:th all ardor, there is no end to his praise. Truly, whoever
kgows nothing of the lodge except this confession of Mr. O,
Lﬁows what it is and what are its designs.

Among the people, it is commonly believed that the Free Ma-
sons and Odd Fellows have a covenant with the devil. If by this
is meant that they have; in a certain form, given themselves over
and bound themselves by a written document to the devil, it is
€rroneous ; but if thereby is meant, that by the false doctrine
which they adopt, the devil gradually acquires more and more
power over them, blinds them more and more, and leads them
away from the path to Heaven, so that at length he gets them
entirely in his power, unless God takes compassion upon them, it
is entirely correct. This belief of the people contains a profound
truth. In reality, it matters very little, whether I give myself up
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ut onee to. the devil, or whether, by apostacy from Christ, I gradu-
ally give him more and more room, so that in the end I become
his own. In either case, I am in his power and am his captive
(2 Tim. 2:26). This sowing of false doctrine must produce evil
frnit.  Not only that thereby all true faith, all love to God and
his word are torn from the heart, but heathenism, similar to that
in New Zealand, even if in a more polished form, must gradually
grow. The pernicious consequences of such doctrines in social
life must more and more come to light, and gradually undermine
all truth and faith, all real morality. I will adduce but one exam-
ple to show in how fur that already manifests itself. In the
¢¢Odd Fellow”’ of October, 1870, page 626, the decisions granted
by the Grand Sire, in the course of the year, are given. The
Grand Sire is, namely, the highest authority of the order, and
has to decide on all questions, in the course of the year, and the
annual assembly of the Grand Lodge must approve of or reject
these decisions. Among others, in the course of the year 1869-
18170, the following question was submitted to him: ‘ When a
brother renounces Odd Fellowship, whether the lodge can regard
it as a resignation from the order; if not, to what extent does it
affect his membership? Answer in the negative, and that such
so-called renunciation*® of the order has no effect whatever upon
his membership or standing in the lodge.”” The Grand Sire,
therefore, permits the members of the lodge, when it seems ad-
vantageous to them, readily to swear they are not Odd Fellows,
and by this decision protects them, so that the lodge to which
they belong cannot and dare not punish them, by declaring that
“guch so-called renunciation of the order has no effect whatever
upon their membership or standing in the lodge.”” He thereby not

* The “ Odd Fellow,” a German paper for Odd Fellows, published by
M. .C.. Lilley & Co., Columbus Ohio, uses the word ‘‘ Abschwoerung?’ —
abjuration.
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only approves of perjury, but also takes the perjurer under his
protectton. And what has the Grand Lodge of the United States
done in regard to this decision? Did it reject it as ungodly, as
approving, protecting and promoting the sin of perjury? By no
means! It approved of this decision, as you can read in Proceed-
ings of the Grand Lodge of the United States, 1870, page 4716,
and on page 697 of the ¢ Odd Fellow”’ of November, 1870. The
entire lodge of the Odd Fellows, from the smallest to the greatest,
approve hereby of perjury.. Every Odd Fellow may now, once or °
ten times, swear that he is no Odd Fellow and does not belong to
the lodge, and what lodge can exclude him on account of this per-
jury? Not a single one! Indeed no lodge dare undertake to
punish him or to make remonstrances against this terrible sin,
because, as is expressly said, this ‘“has no effect whatever upon
his membership or standing in the lodge.”” The lodge considers
perjury as a trifle, for which no member dare be brought to
account. Can one, after all this, believe an Odd Fellow, even
under oath? Tt is impossible for me to do so; for whosoever
knowingly and willingly perjures himself in one thing, why should
he not always swear falsely, when his heart, which naturally ¢ beats
only for what is good and noble, dictates,”” or when it seems to him
to his purpose? A fine specimen of the much lauded ¢ morals”
of the Odd Fellows !

E. 1Is that really said there?

Ch. Here, read it for yourself, and, that you may not think
the paper gives a false account, see here, in your Digest the same
is said twice, on pages 263 and 368.%

* This decision of the ‘‘ Grand Sire?’ and its approval can be read in
all the reports of the State Grand Lodges and Grand Encampments, at their
first sessions after the above mentioned Convention of the Grand Lodge of
the United States, which therefore were held in the fall of 1870 or in the
following year; for example, Annual Communication of the R. W. Grand
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E. T could not have believed that to be possible! There it
really stands, and is really so. I read the report of the Grand
Lodge of the United States at that time, but this did not at all
oceur to me; neither did I attach any particular importance to it.
But I must say, that I most positively disapprove of and reject
such a decision, and can now and never more give my consent
to it.

Ch.  Well, the Grand Lodge of the United States will give
itself very little concern about that. When 400,000 Odd Fellows
approve of this decision and one, or, for all I care, a whole half
dozen do not agree to it, that would hinder or rctard it just as
little as a small grain of sand could stop a wagon. It has resolved
50, and will uphold itsiresolution s0 long as it seems to be politic
It has, however, hereby again put on record that it does not
acknowledge the Word of God, which prenounces heavy punish-
ment on perjury, and that Mr. Ostheim is correct when he says
that the lodge only accepts the religion which its own heart dio-
tates. This standard of its religion, namely, its own heart, has
“drctated’’ this; its ‘highest authority,’’ its conscience, approves
it, ““instructs it so’’; therefore it is right. Indeed, one would
think that whoever had a spark of Christianity left in him, must
be convinced by such facts, that the lodge not only has nothing
of God’s word, but is thoroughly anti-christian. The devil, how-
ever, holds his captives fast and blinds them more and more, that
with seeing cyes they do not see. and with hearing ears they do
not hear. This decision was laid before all the State Grand
Lodges, all the publishers of your papers are acquainted with it.

Lodge I. O. O. F. of lowa, October, 1870, p, 242 ; Ann. Communication of
the Grand Encampment of theé same month and year, p. 85; Proceedings
of the R. W. Grand Lodge of Wisconsin, 1871, . "1526 ; of the Grand
Encampment, 1871, p. 205 : Minutes of the R. W, Grand Encampment of
Pennsylvania, from June, 1870, to May, 1871, p. 16.
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Have you ever heard that even one State Grand Lodge or onc
paper had opposed it ?

E. No, I have not.

Ch. Just as little have I.  And this more than sufficiently
proves, that they all acknowledge this decision, all approve of and
protect perjury. --‘“ Lo, they have rejected the word of the Lord,
and what wisdom ¢s in them?" (Jer. 8:9). That, however, in
spite of such facts, almost every eye of the 400,000 Oda Fellows
remains closed, proves again that man, by nature, is entirely dark-
ened, and cannot come to the true knowledge without the enlight-
ening of God the Holy Spirit. But how shall the poor member of
the lodge come to knowledge, seeing that the lodge seeks vo remove
them as far as possible from the Word of God and God’s word from
them? May God have compassion ! ]

aly



NINTH DIALOGUE.

I am crucified with Christ ; nevertheless I live:
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith
of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave him-
gelf for me. Gal. 2:20.

Christian. Neighbor, you have not shown yourself for a long
while. What does that mean? Surely you are not angry with
me ?

Ernest. No, God be praised, [ am not angry with you, but,
on the contrary, owe you many thanks.. I have had a hard time
to go through.

Ch. In what respect?

E. After we had conversed together, for several evenings,
about the lodge, it gradually became clear to my mind, that what
the lodge teaches is not in unison with the sacred Secriptures. It
lasted, however, a good while before I could bring myself to con-
fess it to you. The words of God in Galatians 6: 10, particularly,
threw light on the subject, as well as the approval of the terrible
perjury of which we spoke last time. I however always soughs
to strengthen myself in the opinion that it was not necessary for
me to separate from the lodge, because, I said to myself, that by
my remaining in it I could perhaps change some things for the
better. I also made some slight attempts to do so, but, upon the
whole, have had the same experience that N. writes that he did,
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although in a somewhat milder form. I gradually gained a clearer
knowledge of the subject, and learned to understand that the sins
of false doctrine, the denial of Christ and of salvation through
grace alone, are much worse than those committed against men.
I have been especially benefited by the sermons which onr minis-
ter preached a short time ago, on Romans 3 and 4, wherein he so
clearly and plainly proved from the Scriptures, that we can only
be saved by grace through the merit of Jesus Christ, that I think
everybody must say yea and amen to it. Then my conscience
began to reproach me on account of my connection with the lodge,
as an_ alliance of unbelief, and because it teaches contrary to the
word of God and professed infidels belong to it, with whom Chris-
tians, according to God’s word, should have no *¢communion.”
The passage (2 Cor. 6:14-17) was day and night in my mind,
where it is said: ‘* Be ye separate’’; ““be ye not unequally yoked
together with unbelievers’”; and Eph. 5:11: ¢ Have no fellow-
ship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove
them.”” "The verse, also, which I had learned in my school days,
occurred to me: **And that servant which knew his Lord’s will
and prepared not himself, neither did according to his will, shall
be beaten with many stripes.” A terrible struggle arose in my
heart. Sometimes it was: No; you are a Christian; you can no
longer be a member of the lodge, no longer remain in the commun-
ion of unbelievers, no longer transgress God’s commandment ; ycu
should declare your withdrawal. Then again it was: Will you
bid adieu to all truly good friends which you have in the lodge,
and against whom you have nothing to allege? Will you never
visit any more that place where you nevertheless have learned
much that was useful? Will you throw away all the money which
you have paid in for these many years? No, that will never do!
Besides, after all, the thing is not so very bad. Consider how
much good the lodge has effected. - Many widows and orphans
have been assisted, many tears dried, much temporal want pre-
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vented. But scarcely had I endeavored in this way to quiet
myself, when my conscience cried: ¢ Whoever knew his Lord’s
will and did it not, shall be beaten with many stripes”! Can you
remain there, where your Lord Jesus, who has loved you unto
death, and shed his blood for you, is wickedly denied and eruci-
fied? Confess your Lord, then he will confess you, not only with
words but also in deeds.  If you do it not, you deny your Lord,
are worse than Peter, make yoursclf partaker of other men’s sing,
strengthen by your example your best friends in the delusion that
they are in the right way. Separate yourself! have no communion
with unbelievers! So the tempest raged in my heart. Then I
determined once more to examine the matter quietly and thor-
oughly. I begged God for light, took our manuals in hand,
examined everything strictly, compared the doctrines with the
saered Seriptures; and the more. I examined and compared, the
clearer it became to my mind, that the lodge and God’s word con-
tradict each other, even when they seem to agree, as, for example,
in regard to the ten commandments. Even there, I learned to see
that there was no agreement, farther than in the sound of words,
and that the lodge denies the Lawgiver, the Triune God, and per-
verts the nature and true meaning of the ten commandments. In
no place did the irreconcilable antagonism of the doctrine of the
lodge to that of the Scriptures strike me more forcibly and con-
vincingly, than in the doctrine of salyation. By this examination
I have learned that it is literally true: the lodge teaches that we
can be saved by our own virtues, while the sacred Seriptures teach
we can be saved alone by faith in Jesus Christ. It became more
and more clear to my mind, by this examination, that it was a
grievous sin for me to remain longer in an association that tcaches
guch grievous errors; and still I could not yet summon up cour-
age to resolve’: I will tell them that I withdraw from them. I
wanted to come to you, was already near your house, but had
no courage to come in and speak with you about the matter. I
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think ‘shame held me back, for I well knew your opinion before-
hand.

Ch. I should have been very glad had you come in. What
such and similar battles with our evil hearts are, I know well
enough from my own experience. You did not need to be
ashamed. 1

E. Not being able, as yet, to come to the resolution to do
what the word of God demands, and to which my conscience
urged me, I prayed frequently and ecarnestly that our faithful
God would grant me courage and strength. He has promised to
hear prayer, and I received courage and joyfulness to form the reso-
lution ; so that I, after quiet deliberation, made up my mind to
renounce the lodge. DBut I would first lay the whole matter
before our pastor, and for that purpose called on him a short time
ago. I first begged him to give me his opinion about the connée-
tion of a Christian with the lodge. This, of course, according to
Scripture, could be no other than he gave it  He said, among
other things: ‘“A Christian, who believes in his Lord Jesus and
knows the false doctrine of the lodge and its antagonism to the
church, cannot possibly be a member of the lodge without deny-
ing Christ.”” When I told him I was convinced of it, and was
now resolved to separate from the lodge, he praised God, and was
heartily rejoiced. He added much more, and encouraged me to
take this step courageously, in God’s name. He referred me to
the example of the Apostle Paul, who had also been in the fellow-
ship of an unbelieving body, namely, the sect of the Pharisees,
who also rejected Christ; but as soon as he had come to the
knowledge of the truth, he had separated himself from them and
had followed Christ alone. He also exhorted me, when I should
announce my withdrawal from the lodge, to do it in a quiet, hum-
ble and gentle manner, and to tell the lodge members the plain
truth, and give the real reason for my leaving. For, he said, in
guch a case it did not suffice that a Christian merely declare his
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withdrawal, but it was absolutely demanded that he should con-
fess Christ and show that the teaching of the lodge most glaringly
contradicts the word of God, and that on that account he with-
drew, and, as a Christian, was bound to do so. Such testimony he
thought could perhaps, sooner or later, produce good fruit. Fin-
ally, he admonished me, whenever I had an opportunity, to show
all manner of kindness to the lodge members, the more so because
these people usually imagine we hate them, and that this is the
reason we withdraw from them. I should therefore prove by my
acts, that instead of hating, I really loved them. Well, that I
should have done of my own self; for God knows I love their
persons and do not hate them. After our beloved pastor had
wished me God’s blessing upon my purpose, I left him joyfully
and with a light heart. At the last meeting of the lodge I carried
out my resolution and made known my withdrawal.

Ch. Now, praise and thanks be to God! But how was your
resolution received ?

" E. 1 declared that I was bound by my conscience to anrounce
my withdrawal, and then began to give the reasons for so doing,
saying that the lodge teaches the direct opposite of what the
sacred Scriptures tesch. The lodge teaches, in all its books and
publications, that man giust make himself worthy of Heaven and
gain it by his own virtues; the word of God, howev.r, teaches
that we can only be saved by grace, through Jesus Christ. This
was clearly and plainly written, for example, Titus 8:5: * Not
by works of righteousness which we have done.”” And I was
about to quote this passage, as well as some others, when the
Noble Grand called me to order and said that anything like that
was entirely out of place here. The doctrine of the Bible did not
concern us as a lodge; we dare not dispute about religion here.
This was a lodge meeting, and in it we dare only transact lodge
business. I tried once more to gain the floor, and when I suc-
ceeded I said I had certainly the right to give my reasons for
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leaving the lodge, and would beg them to listen. This I was
then permitted to do, with the remark to be brief. I then went
on: ‘The lodge teaching directly contrary to the teachings of
i the Scriptures, I am, as a Christian, compelled to separate from
_xt, ‘and declare my withdrawal. The lodge, for example, teaches
that we are saved by works; the holy Scriptures, however, say we
are saved by grace. I beg you not to think that this step is taken
* from ill will toward the members of the lodge.”” This declaration
seemed to make a very different impression on the different mem-
bers. Some looked at me with a compassionate shrug of the
shoulders ; others with doubtful, apparently sneering smiles ; still
_others looked sullen, yea, angry. Several speakers now arose.
What was said, I prefer to keepto myself. From some, it is true,
I expected nothing else; from others I had hoped for something
better. Ah, it makes me really sorry for the poor benighted
souls! I heartily wish that many of them came-to the knowl‘edge
of the truth.

Ch. 1 am rejoiced that you have-taken this step We will
thank God heartily therefor; for it is not our merit, but entlre]y
‘his grace, when we learn the truth. If we had not' his blessed
Word' as a light unto our. path, and did he not give us the grace

of his' Holy Spirit to enlighten our ming, we could never more
attain to a saving knowledge. - Neither will we forget to .pray
carnestly for'those who are still under the pernicious influence ot
false doctrine and of unbelieving fellowship,  We will pray in the
words of that beautiful hymn :
“Fill with the radiance of Thy grace

The souls now lost in error’s maze,

And all, O Lord, whose secret minds

Some dark delusion hurts and blinds.

And all who else haye strayed from Thee,

O, gently seek ! Thy healing be

To every wounded conscience given,
And let them also share Thy Heaven.”’
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I also wish that it would please God to compensate you richly in
earthly things for what you have lost by taking this step.

E. T believe the bléssed God has done that long since. He
has given us health, and preserved it until now, that we could
earn our daily bread and something beside. He, who provides
for the birds and clothes the lilies, will surely support and clothe
us. The lost money is nothing but temporal blessing ; not that I
would by any means despise temporal blessings; they are also
gifts of God’s grace; but the spiritual blessings and gifts, such as
forgiveness of sins, peace with God, joy in the Ioly Ghost and
everlasting salvation, are certainly a thousand times more valuable
than all the goods of this earth. And surely Paul is not wrong
when he says: ‘I count all things but loss for the excellency of
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord”” (Phil. 3:8). Tt being
a sin to remain any longer in the lodge, and I being in great
danger of losing my salvation, and strengthening others in their
error by my example, it was, according to God’s word, my duty
to take this step. T w1ll joyfully bear the trifling loss of earthly
things. f

Ch. Blessed are we, when we are ready to leave all and to
sacrifice everything, if Christ desires it of us, that we may confess
and follow him. :

E. When I look back upon my more than ten years’ association
with the lodge, it grieves me to the heart that I till now have lived
in such blindness, approved of sins against God and his blessed
word, and did not sooner come to the knowledge of the truth.
May God in mercy forgive me. I did not, until lately, clearly see
what a great sin it is for a Christian to unite with the lodge, nor
how grievously the lodge sins by denying the true God and his
word ; yet I have, now and then, felt as if some things were not
in order. To mention only one,—it never seemed right to me,
that the lodge, which so frequently hoasts of being a society for
charitable purposeés and mutual aid, did not render more assist-
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ance to the poor and weak outside of the order. I once endeav.
ored to labor in that direction, and said, since persons with chronic
diseases, old people and such as could not earn their own support,
as our regulations and laws now are, could not be received as
members, the lodge might grant them, of its own free will, a
weekly assistance. B<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>