
THURLOW WEED 
ON THE ABDUCTION OF CAPTAIN WM. MORGAN. 

NEW YORlr, Sept. 9, 188~. 
Deal' 8il':-I have delayed the answer to your letter 

inviting me to attend the unveiling of the monument 
of Captain Willinm Morgan, in the hope that 1 should 
be able to be presen t on that occu.~ion. 

Impaired vision, added to other infirmities, prevents 
my going far frum horne. The occasion is one that 
recalls an event of startling iuterest, u,rOUt:lillg deep 
popuhtr feeling, first at Batavia, Le Roy, Cana.ndaigua 
and Rochester, then pervading our own :md other States. 
After reading the proceedings of tI. meeting at Batavia 
with the Hon. David E. EValls as presidillg officer, ! 
wrote 1\ six-line paragraph for the Rochester Telegraph, 
in which I stated that fL citizen of Batavia had been 
8pirited away from hig hom(l Ilnd fumily, and that, after 
a mysterious abseuce of several days, a village meeting 
had been held and a cOlllmittee of citizens appointed to 
investigate tile matter; addiug that, as it Was known 
that Freemason8 were cOllcerned in this abduction, it 
behooved the fraternity who~e good Llame WIlS sutiering 
to take t.he laboring oar in restoring the lost man to his 
hberty. That paragraph brought dozens of our most 
i lIfilll'ntial citizens, greatly excited, to t.he office, stopping 
the paper and ordering the discontinnance of their ad~ 
vCl'tisements. 1 enquired of my partner. Robert Mar-
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tin, what I had done to exasper&te so many of our 
friends. He brought me a 'book and directed my atten­
tion to an obligation invoking severe penuHies as a 
punishment for disclosing the iecreb of Masons, in­
quiring wha.t I thought of 8 man who, after taking snch 
an obligat,ion, violated it? 1 replied that I did not 
know any punishment too severe for such a perjnre)". 
The discontinuance of the paper embraced so large a 
number of its patrom, I saw that my brief and, Wi I 
supposed, very harmlesfl paragraph, would ruin the 
establishment. Unwilhng that my partner should 
sHifer I promptly withdrew, leaving the estalJlishment 
in the hands of Mr. Martiu, The paper was doing 
well, and until that- paragraph appeared m.Y business 
future was all I could desire . 

• 

At that time an editor was want.ed at Utica, where 1 
had formerly worked and where I had many friends, but 
my offer to go thp.re was declined. I was equally un­
fortunate in my application for editorial employment 
at Troy. The ohject.ion in both ca.ses was that I had 
been too busy in geUing up an excitement about Mor­
gan. 

Meantime the mystery deepened and public ll1t'etinge. 
were held in several villages, Roche8ter included. In 
t.he meeting nt Rochester it was MSIlDled t.hllt flU goorl 
('It,izf'nA would unite in an effort to vintlicat.e the law. 
A committee was appoint,f'~ con~illting of IItWCIl, three 
(If whom were Masons. It waR ~oon dillcoYl'red thll.t 
the t,hree Masons went ff()m the COlllll1ittee to t,h& 
lodge rooms, It was subsequently 8r.l.Ctlrtained that, 
two of the$le gentlemen were concerned in the I\bdue­
tion , and that Morgan had been ('.ommitt.flrl to the jail 
in Canandaigua on a false charge of larceny, and that 
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he had been carried from thence secretly by night to 
Fort Niagara. The committee encountered an obstacle 
in ohtaining indictments in five of the six counties 
where indictmelltR were needed, The sheriffs WllO 

@ummoned the grand jurl~ were Freemaspns. In four 
eOl1ut1es DO indictments could be obtai.ned. In Ontario, 
however, the District Attorney, Bowen Whiting, and 
the Sheriff! Jo~e})n Garlinghouse, t.huugh :M.a;;.ons, re­
garded their obligation to the law::! uf the State para. 
mount. Slwriff Garlinghouse and Distrid Attornej 
Whiting discharged their duties jndepflDdent.ly and 
honestly. A::; the investigations proceeded t.he evidence 
increa.'!ed that Morgan had been nnlawfully confined in 
the Canandaigua jail and secretly conveyed to Fort 
Niagara, where he was confined in the magazine. There 
Wl(loI every reason to believe that he was taken from t.he 
mll.gazine and drowned in Lab~ Ontario, This, however, 
wa~ boldly and persistently denierl-denials aCCOID­

p:mi{!d by solemn a8~uranct's t.hat. Morgan had. been 
S/:'f'll alive in several pltwes, divided tllf'l 1m blie sentiment. 
A t. town meetings, s(wera,\ months ;;,ftl''r Morgan's dil>­
appearrmce, the question was carried into politic~. A 
large number of 7.ealous Anti-masons de.termined tn 
make if, fl. p,)litical i:lsl1e, Solomon Southwick was 
nominated at L(~ Roy fM GOVf'rnor. Ollr ('.ommittee 
finllly resist,od all such efforts, urging all who were 
COl) nected with u:o: in an effort to viJltiicate HIP Ia.w to 
vllh' for the candidates of the pn.rty with whi(:h they 
IJJtd been previollsly connected, We endeavoreil to in­
duce the Whig State Convention to nominate Francis 
Granger, but~ failing in that, we gave out RUpp01"t to 
Judge Smith Thompson. Afterwards, at a village 
elect,ioTl in Rochester, Dr. F. F, Backus, who had been 



4 THURLOW WEIW O.N THe .\fORGAN ABDUCTWN". 

Treasurer by a unalllnJOus vote of t.he electors from the 
time the village cha.rter had beell obtained, was again 
t,he candidate of both partiel'l, Now hi,,;pl:lr of opposi tiOli 

was heard before the election, or al- the polls, but when 
the votes were ~anvassed a majorit.y a.ppeared in favor 
of Dr. Johll B. Elwood. Dr. li1:l.('kus was an lwtive aud 
influential member uf the Morgall investigating COlll­

mittee. That astounding result produced nn instull­
tanoous change. 

Political Auti-maI-Jomy from t.hat nloment and for 
that reason became an element. in our eleetiuns. It. 
wus alleged and extensi\'ely beJie\'ed that the .' Morgan 
Committee," to gratify per"ollal aspiratiom, went vul­
untarily intu politics. Those allegations were as Ull­

trlltMul fl."; they were unjust. It WU:I not until we aH­

cert,ained that the fraternity. by a secret movement. 
was $trong enough to defeat the candidate of both po­
litical parties t.hat we consented to join issue with thcID 
polit.ically. 

In the autumn of 1827, the discovery of the body ot 
an uuknown man QII the shore of Lake Ontario, near 
the muuth of Ou.k Orchard Creek, gave a new and ab­
sorbitlg aspecl to the quest.l(m, The deseription of that 
body, as published by the Coroner who held all illque:;L 
over it, inrlnced a belief that it wa."I the body of Wru. 
Morgan. OUI' eommittee decided to hold another In­
quest,. lmprcss{'d with the importance and responsi­
bility of t.he question I gave public not.ice of our intell­
tion and personally invited several citizens whu had 
known ~Torgan to be present. One of ollr committee 
went, to Iht'n,yia to i:lecure the a.ttendance of Mrs. Mor­
~an and a~ mtl.lIY others who knew him a.s would attend. 
The body had b~en interrerl where it was found. The 
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rllde coffin was opened in the prp.S('Dce of between 
forty and fifty persons. When it was reached and be­
fore'removing the lid 1 received from Mrs. Morga.n and 
othlO'rg who knew him well, dt'scriptiou~ uf his person. 
Mrs. Morgan described the col!'f uf his hair,:-i scar 
npon his {oot,and that his teeth were don bit' all roulld. 
Dr. Strong cOllhrmed Mrs. Morgan',,; !'Itat.emcilt about 
double teeth, Oll!~ o~ whieh he had extracted, while 
mwtber was broken, 1nilicat.ing the po~it.iou of t.l.ll~ ('X­

t,meted and broken teeth. 'Whf'D the coffin wa.'" opened 
HlP hody disclosed n\l~ peculiaritlt:s dc:>cribed by Mrs. 
Morgan and Dr, Strong. 

'rhi$ second i\l!..J.l.w~;t tUld the cxmni nations of t,lIc hon..y 
proceeded in opcn day and in the pl'Psenee of M,L';OHS 

and Ant.i.masolls, not one of Wilillll di:-",('ntcJ. from the 
Conmer's jury, lIy which the body WH .. ~: unanimously 
Ileclu.red to he t.hat of William Mm·gan. Mr:o.. Morga", 
in her testimony. failed to r(>cogniw the clothes. The 
bodY wa;; taken to Batayia, wh(~l'e it Witt; re-int.erred, 
gO ;me as yd, ~~xpres"ing any doubt of it.!! identity. 

Sub~eqtlently, however, ... ve were !iHrprispd by a ,:tate­
ment thai. t.Ile body ;.;npPMed to hi'! that. of Morgan was 
1,1If'g'ed to bp. the hodyof 'rimothy Monroe. who had 
b('(~Jl ,lruwned in thp :x iagam River s,wen~l weeks hefore 
holding the first inquest. This MVfLkf'ofld genf'fai Ilnd 
inten ..... ~ f('elillg. Notiee was gi ... 'en thata thirn. inql.H~gt 
wouid be lipId at llabwia, wht're the widow nnd *,on of 
Timothy Monrot' allly'ared a;; witnes!\cs. Mr>:.. 'Monroe 
;\wore to a hody e"set1~,ially diffl:'rent from that found at 
Oak Orchard Creek. Her husband, she ~aid. had black 
hair that had been rpcently cnt. Itn!l st,ood erecL Her 
t,pstimonv mad~ Iwr husband from t,hree to fom inehf!$­
tllllr-r th'~11 ilwt (Jf t.lw body ill qllestion. Sht> testified 
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that ber husband had. double teeth all round and de­
scribed an extracted tooth from the wrong jaw and 
knew nothing of the broken tooth. The hair upon the 
head of the drowned man was long, silky, and of a 
chestnut color, while Umt of Monroe, accordiug to the 
testimony of Mrr;. Monroe and her lion, was 8hort, 
black and close cut. "'''hile Mrs;. Monroe failed in 
descdbing the body, her de~cription of the clothing was 
minutely aecurate. The heel of his stocking was 
described as having heen ~arned with yarn different in 
col6r. Her cross-exllmination wa. .. very rigid and her 
a.n:;wen! throughout were found to be correct. The 
clothing thus described bad been in possession of the 
Coroner, who testified that it had not been seen either 
by Mrs. Monroe or any fltranger from whom she could 
have obtained information. On the other hand, MrR. 
A(organ's description of the body, before she had s{'en 
it was quite a.., satisfactory as Mrs. Monroe's descrip­
tit n of the clothes. 

Our committee took no part in the third inquest, and 
the body, as is known, was declared to be that of 
Timothy Monroe. Simultaneously an incident occurred 
showing the vindictive spirit of our opponents. On 
the eveni.LI~ of the day that the body interred at 
Batavia W<:, declared by a third inquest to be that of 
Timothy Yo ... 'oe, I went into the billiard-room of tho . '. 
Eagle Hotel t\. see a fneud from Clarkson. Whl'1I 
leaving the room, Ebenezer Griffin, Esq., a promiu!mt, 
lawyer employed as ~ounsel for Masons, who was play­
ing billiards, turned to me, cue in hand, saying, lOWell, 
Weed, what, will you do for a Morgan now?" rro whicl. 
I n~plied, "Thab i:;\ a good enough Morgan for us till 
you bring back t.he one you carried oft" On thfl 
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following morning the Daily Advertiser, a Masonic 
organ. contained a. paragraph charging- me wit.h ha.ving 
bOBJItingly said t,ha.t the body in question "'was & good 
enough Morgan until after the eledion." That per­
vendon went the rounds of the Ma801llc and Democratic 
vreMB, awakening much pOlJular iudignation and sub.­
jecting me to denunciatiolls in speeches and resolutions 
at political meetings and conventions. Exphna.tionl'l 
were disregarded; the maxim that "Fu.l>!ehood will 
tru.vel miles while Truth jilt flmwing on it~ IJoot1'i" was 
then verified. 1 '.!Illffered obloquy und reproach from 
that wicked perve~ion for nt!ariy half a century. In­
deed, there is reason to bel ieve that even now. where [ 
am per~onaHy unknown\ generations are growing up 
believing that J wnHhted a dead body for polihcal 
effect, nnd, W\II!11 exposed. oow;teJ that it Was a good 
enough Morgan till after the election. [i-'orty yell1'$; 
afterward~ ~he editor of the paper who origiqated that 
elliumny, by fi series of pecuniary reverses, Wa'l COI11~ 
petlcd to Q.pply to me for ~istanec. I avenged the 
great wrong he had done !UP, hy obtaining for him a 
bituation in tht~ Custom House. 

Thi~ served to extend and intensity the "excitement." 
It Waf! everywhere c11arged and widely believed Lhat [ 
had mutilated the body in question for the purpo~ of 
making it resemble that of Capt. William Morgan. I 
ellCountered prt·judices thus created both in Paris and 
IJondon twenty years afterward!'. 

Our investigations were embarra.'*Ied and protracted 
by the ah~eJlce and eoncealmeat of importomt witncs3es. 
One of these witnesses wus an invalid ~oJdit~r who bad 
had the care of Morgan while coniined in tlw magazine 
at Fort Ni;lgara, but he disappeared, and all ~'fforts to 
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find him were unavailing for more than a year. I 
finally traced him (Eli'ha Adams) to Brookfield, .. 
mountain to''''u in Vermont. Yve reached the log 
house of Adams' brother-in-law, with whom he was 
hiding, bet.ween t.welve and one o'elock at night. Ollr 
rap Was responded to hy the OWller, to whom, on open­
ing the door, the sheriff introduced me, directly aft.et~ 
which. and hefore anyt,hin~ more had been Raid, we 
heard a voice from the sec:1nd floor of the cabin,. SAy­

ing, II I am ready and have bl~pn exped.ing yon Ell 
winter." Imlnediately afterwards the old m'.1ll came 

down the ladder, and in ten minutes we departed 011 onr 
returu. 

While waiting for breakfast at the foot of the 
mountain seveml men dropped into the bar-rooUl where 
we were sitting. When caHed to breakfast, the land­
lady, carE'flllly closing the doors, remarked that her 
husband had sent around for Masons, some of whOnl_ 
had already appeared, hilt t.hat we need not fear them, 
for she had f.lcnt her daughter to inform other villagers 
what was going on, and that, before we had done break. 
faftt there would be twice as many Anti-masons 88 

• 
Masons in attendance. .Returning to the bar-roo~ W(> 

found that she had done her work thoroughly. Fifteen 
or twenty men were in the bar-room glaring at each 
other and at Adams, but nothing was said and we were­
driven off unmolested. On onr way back Adams, at 
different times, !'Itated that hearing a nois~ in the maga­
zine he reported it to Mr. Edward Giddins, keeper of 
the Fori, who told him that a stranger was lodged there 
who in a day or two would be taken to his friends in 
Canada. but nothing mu,.t be said about. it. He the'ft, 
from time to time, carried food to the person. Soon 
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dterwards, near midnight, he was told to have a boat 
in reu.diness for the purpose of taking away the man 
in t,he ~agazine. Several gentlemen arrived in a. 
earrin.ge by whom the man was taken from the maga­
zine and eseort,ed to the boat. Adams wa~ told to 
r(mlll.iu on the dock until the boat should return, and 
that if in the meantime an alarm ::;honld be given 
he was to show a signal to warn the boat aWRy. As 
nothing of the kind occurred the boat returned 
quietly, and as, of the six who len in the boat, only 
five returned, he supposed t.hat olle had gone to his 
friends in Canada. 

Adams was wanted as a witness in trials then pend­
ing in Canandaigua, We reached thut place in the 
afternoon of the day the court conyened. Three men 
were on trial for abducting Morgan. The testimony 
of Adams was essential to complete the link. On being 
ca.lled to the stand he denied all knowledge bearing 
upon the quest.ion. He resided, he said, at the time 
IIIpecified, in the Fort, but knew of no man being Call-­

fined in the magazine; and knew nothing of men 
coming there at night in a carriage, and knew nothing 
Qf u. man being taken from there in a boat. Hi~ 
denials covering the whole ground were explicit. ThH.tt 
for Ule time being, ended the matter. 'Vhen the court 
adjourned I walked acro~s t.he square with Judge 
Hnwell, who presided, and who remarked to me that I 
had made a long jOllTlWy for nothing, my witness, 
Ada.ms, being ignorant of the whole affair. Gen. Vin­
cent Ma.thewH, of Rocht-ster, who was walking on the 
other side of the Judge1 replied with much feeling .. 
.. that the old rascal had not uttered one word of !.ruth 
while he was on the stand." 



10 THURl,OW WEED ON TUg }IOW"AN ABDUCTION. 

Gen. Mathews was the leading cOllllsel for the kid. 
nappers, but refused to be a party in tamperiuo- witlt 

" 0 

wItnesses. On our return to Roche!!tcr the witness 
Adams was in an extra stage with his Masonic friends. 
As there was no longer auy need of hiding he wa."> on 
hi;; way to Niagu.ra.. In pa'Ssillg the Mansion House, 
Ltochestcr1 Adam~, who was standing ill the doorway, 
asked me to stop, saying he wanted to explain hi" 
testimony. The lawyers, he said, informed him that if 
he told what he knew about the magazine and the boat 
it would be a confession that would send him tu state's 
prison. They also told him that. the law did not compel 
a. witnes:! to criminate himself'; and, to avoid puni~h­

ment, he must deny the whole ,,,tory. 
In 1831, after my removal from Roehe~ter to Alba-uy, 

n libel suit W8Jl commenced against me by Gen. Gould, 
of Rochester. It wa.."l tried at Albany, .Tudge .Tames' 
Vanderpoel presiding. The libel charged Gen. Gould 
with giving money he received from the Royal Arch 
'Grand Chapter to enable Burrage Smith and John 
Whitney to escape from justice. Gerrit L. Dox, 
'Treasnrer of the Grand Chapter, and .Tohn Whitney, 
ODe of the recipients of the money, were in court to 
establish the truth of the libel. Mr. Dox testified that 

" h "t f" d"h a e an y un ad been ent,ruHted to Gen. Gonld. 
.Tohn Whit,ney was called to p,'ove that he receiveli u. 

part of the fund,.'with which, in company with Hurmg(~ 
Smith, he left, Rochrstcr and was absent nearJr a year. 
Gen. Gould's counsel objected to witness' testimony 
until it had been shown that GCll. Gould knew that the 
money furnished was to enable Smith and Whitney to 
escape from justice. The court sustained this objection 
,and ·Whitney's tefStimony was excluded. As it WM 
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J.mpossible t,o prot'e what was known only to Gen. 
(fould himself, the trial ended abruptly. Judge Van­
derpoel, in charging the jury, dwelt at length upon the 
li~entiousne8s of the press, and' called upon the jury to 
glve exemplary damages to the injured and innocent 
plaintiff. The jury thus instructed, but with evident 
reluctance, found a verdict of four hundred dollars 
.against rna. My offence consisted in asserting a fad, 
the exact truth of which would have been established 
it' the testimony had not been ruled out by a monstrous 
perversion of justice. 

CoL Simeon H. Jewett, of Clarkson, Major Samutl 
Barton of Lewiston, and .Tohn Whitney of Rochester, 
passed that evening at my house. Jewett was prepared 
to tesbfy that he furnished a carriage for those who 
were conveying Morgan secretly from Canandaigua to 
Niagara. John Whitney was one of the party. Major 
Ba.rton would have testified that he furnished the 
carria.ge which conveyed the party from Lewiston to 
For~ Niagara, John ·Whitney being one of that party. 
Whitney would have sworn that Gouldl'lupplied money 
to enable him to " escape from justice." In the CO!lrse 
of the evening, the Morgan affair being the principal 
topic of conversation, (Jol. Jewett turned to Whitney 
with empba.<.is and said, ~i John, what if you make a 
clean breast of it.'" Whitney looked inquiringly fit 
Barton, who added, " Go ahead." 

Whitney then related in detail the history of Mor­
gan's abduction and fate. The idea. of suppressing 
Morgan's intended exposure of the secrets of .Masonry 
was first suggested by 11 man by the llame of Johns. 
It was discus::;ed in lodge~ at Bat.avia, I.e Roy and 
Rochester. Johns suggested that Morgan should be 
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!eparated from Miller and placed on a farm in Cd flada 
West. For t.hi:3 purp0f'18 he WIL<; taken to Niag;;Lra and 
placed in t.he m::.gll,zine of the Fort until arrangementa 
for settling him in Canada were completed, but the 
Canadian Masons dil;appointed th('ll. After scveral 
meetingR of t.he lodge ill Canada. opposite Fof! Niagara, 
a refusal to havo anything to do with Morgan left 
his "kidnappers" greatly perplexpd. Opportunely 
a Royal Arch cbapter was imltalled at Lewist.on. 
The occasion brouQ"ht a larO"e nnmher of ellthuRi-

, 0 

astie )iasons t()geUtl~r. "After latior," in Masonic 
langtmgf'. they '·retired to rd·reahment." Under the 
exhilarati{1ll of cham.pagne and other viands the Chap­
lain (the Hey. F. H. Cummingl'. of Rocbl:'ster) was 
ealled on for a toast. He rC'6pondcd with peculiar em­
phasis and in the language of their ritual: .. The ene­
mies of our order-rna.'! they find a grave ~ix feet deep, 
six feet long, and Rix fpet due east and west." Imme­
diately after that, toast, which was received with great 
enthn~jaf';m. Col. William King, an officer in onr war of 
1812. ana then :t }IE'wber of Assembly from Niagara 
COllnt,y. called \Vhit,u('y of Rochester, Howard of 
Buffalo. Chubbuck of Lewiston, and Garside of Cana­
da. out of the rOom and ioto a carriage furnished by 
l1ajor Barton. Thf:',Y ·were driven to Fort Niagara, reo 
pair('(l to the magazine and informed Morgan that the 
:t1'J':mgement,.'l for :-;('nrling him to Canada were com· 
pleted and that hi:-> family \vonld soon follow him. 
Mm·g-an received the information cheerfully and walked 
with supposed fricndl' to the boat, which was rowed to 
the mout.h of the river. ,,,here a rope was wound around 
his hody. to each end of which a sinker W8.'1 a.ttached. 
Morgan wa<; tben thrown overboard. He grasped the 
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gunwale of the boat cOllvulsiYely. G!l,ft'iidn, in foreing 
Morga.n to relinquish his hoJd wa;;·~e\'(>l'c[.r bitten. 

WhitneYl in l!ollcluding hilS narrative, said he was 
now relieved frorn a hea,'y load; tllat for foul' years he 
hud not hearu the window rustle or any other noise at 
night witlHlI1t thinking the ~h€rilf was after him. Gol. 
• lt~wett, looking Ilxedlyat Whitney, said, .. Weed can 
Illmg you now:' H But he won't," was Whitney's 
promlJL reply. Of cour"e a secret thulS confided to me 
wa:-l inviolably kept, and twr:ntY-lline yeart'i afterwards, 
while attending It National l{epublican Convention at 
Chicago, John ·Whit.ney, who then re~idcd t·here, called 
t.o say that he wanted mfl to write out what he (lnce 
t.olJ. me about Morgan's fatf:l, to be sigm;d by him in 
the IJresence of witne~.ses, t.o be scaled up and publi:lhed 
nfter his death. I promised to do so before leaving 
Chicago. There W:lli no leisure, nowcyer, during the 
Mitt.ing of the Convention, and (lven before its final 
ntijourHment. fOI'getting' what I had told Whitney, I 
hurried to Iowa, returning by way of Springfield to 
vi.'lit Mr. Lineol11. In the I)xciwment of the canvass 
whidl followed and the ~ecession uf the Southern 
~LlLtt~8 upou Mr. Lincoln's election, I neglected the im­
I)Ort!l.nt duty of securing the confession Whitney WI\S 

tlO Itllxioml to make. In 1861, I went to Europe, and 
while in London wrote a It'tter to Whitney tlsking him 
to get Alex. B. Williams, then a resident of Chieago. 
to t10 what I had so unpardonably neglected. That 
letter reached Chicago one week after Whitney's 
death, closing the last and only chance for the revela­
tion of that important event. 

Wllitney was a ma~on by tra.de, hOHest, industrious, 
.ooor, but excitable. In ~lll the early staKes of the 
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Morgan affair he believed he waf< doing his duty. The 
£nl'll crime was committerl under the circumstances I 
have related. 

I now look lJack through an interval of fifty-six­
years with a conscious sense of having been governed 
through the" Anti-masonic excit.ement " by a sincerp 
desire. first, to vindicate the violat,ed laws of my coun·· 
try, and next, to arrest the great power and dangerous. 
influences of 1\ 8ecret societies." We labored under 
serious di,mdvantages. The people were unwilling to' 
believe that an institut.ion >10 ancilmt, to which so· 
many of our best and most distillgl1ifllH~d mrn belonged,. 
was capable of not only violating thr lawf! but of sus-· 
taining and protecting offending mell of the order. A 
vast majority of the Ameriean people believed that, 
Morgan was cOllcealed by our eommittee for political! 
effect. While we were being fiercely denounced as' 
incendiary spirits, Judge Enos T. Throop, in charging 
the GrR~J. Jur)' at. Cananda-igna, spoke of Anti-masonry 
u.s a "blessed spirit;" a spirit which he hoped" would 
not rel'lt until every man implicated ill the abduction of 
Morgan was t.ried, cOllvictecl and ptmiflhed." 

It is }1leasant also to contemplatE' the charadeI' of 
those with whom I was then wsociated judicially and, 
politically. Than JamNI Waclsworth, Gco. 'V. Patter·· 
Ron and Philo C. Fuller. of' Livingston; Trumbnll: 
Cary, Geo. W. Lay, Jus. Brishane, MOf:.es Taggu:rt, Seth 
M. Gates. Phineas L. Tracy, Herbert A. Read, Tim­
othy Fiteh, Hinmfln Holilen and T. F. Talbot of Gen­
esee: Albert H. Tracy, Millard Fi1lm()'Fe\ Noah P. 
Spragne find Thol'1. C. Love. of Erie; Bates Cook, Geo. 
H. Boughton, Robert Fh;~ming. John .Phillips and Ly-· 
mall A. Spaulding, of Niagara; Andrew B. Dickinson, of' 
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Steuben; John Maynard and William Sackett, of Seneca; 
Myron Holley, of Wayne; Francis Granger, Henry W. 
Taylor and Samuel Miles Hopkins, of Ontario; Wm. 
H. Seward, Chriat.opher and Edwin Jl Morgan, of 
Ce.yugll; Rev. Gr. Nott, of Sche.n{,,('.to.dYi Victory 
Birdseye Bnd E. W. LeBvenworth, of Onondaga; Wm . 
H. Maynard, of One-ida; Gideon Hard, of Orleanfol: 
Almer Hazeltine and John Birdsall, of Chaut.auqua; 
Samuel Work, Heman Norton, Samuel G. Anilrew~. 

.James K. Livingston, Frederick Whit.Uel'ey, Dr. F. F. 
Backus, A. W. Riley and Harvey El.v, of Monroe; 
Henry Dana Ward, of Ne\v York; Weare C. JjitUe, of 
Atha.nYi Richard Ru~h, John Sargent. and Amos 
Ellmaker. of Pennsylvania; and William Wirt, of Vir­
ginia, an equal number of trilly go.od and eminent men 
cannot. be found. My friends WeareC. Little of Albany, 
Gideon Hard of Orleans, Moses Taggart. of Genesee,and 
Lyman A. Spaulding of Niagara, are n.lmo:~.t the only. 

• lurvlvors. 
Olty and County l 
Of New York. f SS. 

r DWTATEll·l 

Thurlow 'Veed, being duly sworn, says that Hie fore-
Koing statements are true. 

THURLOW WERT!. 
Subscribed and sworn to h(1fore me this 28th day of 

September. 1882. 
SPENCER C. DOTY, Notary Public, 

17 Union Square, New York City. 


