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NORTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK, TO WIT:

sohidshaky: BEIT REMEMBERED, That on the fourteenth day of Au.
% gust, in the fifty-first year of the independence of the United
*,:C_Z? Q@ EEMJ:EB of America, A. D). 1826, WiLLiam Morear, of the said dis-
5 trict, hath deposited in this office the title of a book, the right
gt 24 whereof, he claims as author, in the words following, to wit:

# [Nustrations of Masonry, by one of the fraternity, who has devoted thirty years
to the subject. * God said, let there be light, and there was light.” ™

In conformity to the act of Congress of the United States, entitled * An act for
the encouragement of learning, by securing the copies of maps, charts, and books,
to the authors and proprietors of such copies, during the times therein mentioned:™
and also to the act entitled « an act supplementary to the act entitled ¢ an act for
the encouragement of learning, by securing the copies of maps, charts and books,
to the authors and proprietors of such copies, during the times therein mentioned,’
and extending the benefits thereof to the arts of designing, engraving, and etching
historical and other prints.”

R. R. LANSING,

Clerk of the Northern District of New York.
(6)



INTRODUCTION.

Ix the absmee of the author, or rather compiler of the following work,
who was kidnapped and carried away from the village of Batavia, on the
11th day of September, 1826, by a number of Freemasons, it devolves upon
the publisher to attempt to set forth some of the leading views that governed
those who embarked in the undertaking.

To contend with prejodice, and to struggle against eustoms and opivions,
which auperstition, time, and ignorance have hallowed, requires time,
patience, and magnanimity. ‘When we begin to pull down the strong-holds
of error, the batterics we level against them, though strong and powerful
and victorious at last, are at first received with violence; and when in our
conquering career we meet with scoffs and revilings from the besieging par-
tisans of untenable positions, it the more foreibly impresses us, we are but
men; and that in every work of reformation and rencvation we must
enoounter various diffeulties. For a full confirmation of our statement
we wight refer to the history of the world. It is not our intention however,
to give a full detail of the whims and caprices of man—to bring forth the
historic records of other years as proofs of the windings and shiftings of
the various characters who have “ Strutted their brief hour on life’s stage,”
in order to convinee, that customs, associations, and institutions are like the
lives of the anthors and ahettors, fleeting and fragile. Many of them rise
up a8 bubbles on the ocean, and die away. Circumstances give them exis-
tence, and when these causes cease to exist, they go into the same gulf of
oblivion as eountless exploded opinions and tenets have gone before them,
The mind that formed and planned them goes on in its dazeling flight,
bounding over barrier alter barrier, until it has #rived at the ultimate goal
of consummation.

The daily ocenrrences before us bring forth the full conviction, that the
emanation from the God of light is gradually ascending to regions of greater
intellectual brillianey.

When we view man, in the infancy of society, as in the childhood of his
cxistence, he is weak, powerless, and defenseless; but in his manhood and
riper years, he has grown to his full stature, and stands forth in com-

manding attitude, the favored and acknowledged lord of the world. For
{7



vili INTRODUCTION.

his comfort and well-being, as a member of society, rules and regulations
are necessary. In the various stages of his progress, these systematic im-
provements undergo Yarious changes, accoraing to cireumstances and situa-
tions.—What iz proper and necessary in one graue of society, is wholly
useless, and may be alarming in ansther. Opinions and usages, that go
down in tradition, and interfere not with our improvementsin social coneerns,
adhere to us more closely, and become entwined in all our feelings. It is to
this we owe our bigoted attachment to antiguity—it is this that demands
from us a superstitious reverence for the cpinions and practices of men of
former times, and closes the ear against truth, and blinds the eyes to the
glare of new light and new accessions of knowledge; throngh which medium
only ¢an they break in upon the mind.

We have within ourselves the knowledge, and everywhere around us the
proofs that we are beings destined not to stand still.  In our present state
of advancement, we look with pity on the small progress of our Fathers
in arts and sciences, and social institutions; and when compared with
our elevated rank, we have just cause of pride and of grateful feelings.
—They did well for the times in which they lived, but to the ultimatum of
perfectibility we are nearer—and in the monnments we have before us of
the skill and genius of our times and age, we have only fulfilled those destinies
for which we were ereated; and we object to every obstacle that opposes or
attempts to oppose the will of Heaven.

In the present enlightened state, to which society has advaneed we contend
that the opinions and tenets, and pretended secrecies of *olden times,”
handed down to us, should be fully, fairly and freely canvassed; that from
the mist and darkness which have hung over them, they should come out
before the open light of day, and bo subjected to the rigid test of eandid
investigation., These preliminary remarks lead us to the main object of our
introduction.  °

We come to lay before the world the claims of an institution which has
been sanctioned by ages, venerated for wisdom, and exalted for ‘light;’ but,
an institntion whose bencfitz have always been overrated, and whose con-
tinuance is not, in the slightest degree, necessary. We meet it with its kigh
requirements, its “ time-honored eustoms,” its swelling titles, and shall show
it in its nakedness and simplicity. Strip it of its “borrowed treppings™
and it is a mere nothing—a toy not now worthy the notiee of a child to sport
with. We look back to it as, at one period, a “eement of society, and bond
of union.”—We view it as, at one time, a vencrable fort,—but now in ruins
—which contained within its walls many things that dignified and adorned
human nature. We give it due credit for the services it has done; but at
present, when light has gone abroad into the uttermost recesses and sorners
of the world-—when information is scattered wide around us, and knowledge
is not closeted in cloisters and cells but *stalks abroad with her beams of
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fight, and her honors and rewards,” we may now, when our minority has
expired, act up to our character, and look no longer to Masonry as our guide
and conductor: it has nothing in it now valuable that is not known to every
inquiring mind: it contains, wrapped up in its supposed mysteries, no useful
truth, no necessmy knowledge, that has not gone forth te the world through
other chamnels and by other weans. It we wonld have a knowledge of sacred
history—aof the religion and practices of the Jews, and the terms and teehni-
ealities of the Mosaic institution, we can have recourse to the Bible, If we
wish farther communications from Heaven, we bave open to vur view the pages
of the New Testament. If we would “climb the Lizh ascent of humun solence,
and trace the mighty progress of luman genins in every gigantic effort
of mind, in logie, geometry, mathematics, chemistry, and every other branch
of knowledge,” we ridieule the idea that Masonry, in her retirements, contains
the arts and sciences. 'The sturdiest Mason in the whole fraternity is not
bold enough to uphold or maintain the opinion, for one moment, in sober
reality. The origin of the institution is easily traced to the rude ages of
the world,—to a body of mechanicg, or a corporation of operative workmen
who formed signs and regulations, the more easily to carry nn their work,
and to protect their order. (The very obligations solemuly rendered te
every member, carry the strongest internal evidence of the semi-barbarity
that prevailed at the time of the institution of the order.} In the course
of time, as society inereased, and knowledge became more general, it spread,
and embracing in its grasp other objeets than at first, it enrolled in its ranks
men of the first respectability in wealth, talents, and worth. But that there
is anything intrinsically valuable in the signs, symbols, or words of Masonry
no man of eense will contend. That there is any hidden secret which
operates as a talismanic charm on its pessessors, every man of intelligence,
Masgon or no Mason, must candidly acknowledge. Tt is worse than idleness
for the defenders of the order, at the present day, to intrench themselves
behind their outward show—the semblance before the world—and to say
they are in possession of superior knowledge.

We pretend not to act under a cover.  We shall “tell the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth.” Masonry, it is true, has long been eulo-
gized in songs—it has formed the burden of the poet’s theme, and heen the
subject of the orator’s hest performances, Faney has been almost exhausted
in bringing out ‘new flowers to deck the fairy queen;’ but when we come
behind the scenes, what is the picture we behold!  Are we to rest satisfied
with the ipse dizit of others, or to examine the truth for ourselves? The
touchstone is before our readers in the present publication

Masonry is, of itself, naked and worthless. It consists of gleanings from
the Holy Seriptures, and from the arts and sciences, which have shone in the
world. Linking itself with philosophy, and seienee, and religion, on this it



x INTRODUCTION.

rests all its claims to veneration and respect. Take away this borrowco
aid, and it falls into ruina.

Much weight is still attached to the argument, that as a tie unitivg men
—that, as a significant speech, symbolically speaking every language, and
at the same time embodying in its constitution everything that is valuable,
it should command respect. We meet this argument with facts that cannot
be controverted.  We pnt it on a basis that will fling into the back-ground
every quiblle and artifice an the subject; and, in the language of a polemie
writer, we challenge opposition to our posgition i—

‘The religion ineuleated by the Sen of Man does all this; and in no
possible situation can man be placed, that the benign influence of Christianity
does not completely supersede the use of a mere human instituiion,
Place a brother in a desert, unfriended and unknown,—leave bim in a
wilderness where human footsteps never printed the ground, the Divine
Benefactor is at his side, and watches over him with parental guidance,
Let him be driven on a barbarous cosst in the midst of savage men, and
there it is that the breathings of the divine influence spreads around him
its shield; bring him into civilized society—in the busy walks of men, and
are we to be told that as members of community, sojourners on earth, and
candidates for heaven, we must be taught our duty at a Mason’s Lodge?
Wherever Magonry exercises its influence with success, there Christianity
can have, or should have, a more powerful effect. Whenever Masonry elaims
“kindred with the skies” and exalts herself above every living sublunary
thing, then, with an unhallowed step, it obtrudes on the sacred borders of
religion, and * decks itself in borrowed garments.’

Intrenched within these strong walls—decked with all the glitter of high-
sounding professions, claiming what does not belong to it,—it dazzles ‘ but
to bewilder and destroy.” In its train, in these United States, are enrolled
many periodical works devoted to Masonry; and, under the guise of patro-
nizing mechanics—the arts and sciences lend their aid to carry on the
imposing delusion. They take up the specious title of throwing a little
illumination on this benighted country, from their secret depositories.
Arrogating to itself what shonld deck others’ brows—assuming to be the
patron, the life and soul of all that is great and valnable—it deceivee many
of its votaries, and from its gaudy premises the most untenable and errone-
ous conclosions are drawn.

Arc we astonished at the wild and heedless manner in which many of the
votaries of Magonry rugh into every excess—putting at defiance the laws
o our eivil institutions, whick suffer no one to be put in jeopardy but hy due
forms, and disregarding the command of the Most High, which says, thou
ghalt not kill!'—we can readily trace the cauge to the impressions and practices
obtzined from its false tenets and deceptive arrogance. Masonry is to the
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modern world what the whore of Babylon was to the ancient; and is the
beast with seven heads and ten norns, ready to tear out our bowels, and
scatler them to the four winds of heoven.

Masoury gives rogues and evil- minded characters an opportunity of visiting
upon their devoted victim, all the ills attending combined power, when exerted
to accomplish destruetion. It works unscen, at all silent hours, and secret
times and places; and like death, when summoning his disenses, pounces upon
its devoted subjeet, and lays him prostrate in the dust. Like the great enemy
of man, it has shown its eloven foot, and vut the publie upon its guard against
its seeret machinativus.

Thiz part of the subject requires no further diseussion cither by way of
ridicule or downright sineerity, but the remark, which eannot be too often
reiterated, that the world, in its present advanced state, requires no such
order for our social intercourse; and when the masonic mania prevails as it
now does in this eountry, we are exalting a mere human ordinance, with its
uscless trumpery and langhable aceompaniments for the sublime and una-
dorned lessons of Heaven.

To some men it is galling and mortifying in the extreme to give up their
darling systems. With the increase of years their fondness becomes so great
that they cling to them with wild and bewildered attachment.—But we would
ask them where now are the Knights of Malta and Jerusalem, and the objects
that called forth their peril and journeyings? Where are the crusades
and excursions on which our grand Cowmmanders, Geperalissimos and Sir
Knights are to be engaged.......... In no other excursions than Cervantes
describes of his redoubtable Hero, Don Quizatte. The days and oceasions
that called forth these deeds of ehivalry and valor have passed like thosze
before the flood ; and the mock dignitacies and Puppet-show actions of Masons
in their imitation call forth pity and indignation. When we now see the
gaudy show in a Lodge-room, and a train of nominal officers with their dis-
tineticns and badges, it may give us some faint idea of scenes that are past,
and may gratify an idle curiosity, but produee no substantial good under
heaven. When monasteries and cluisters, and Inguisitor's eclls and prisons
have been broken up before the sweeping march of the moral mind, why this
unnecessary mummery should be so much eountenaneed in this conntry, above
all other eountries in the world, iz a matter of astonishment.

The day, we trust, will never arrive here, when ranks in Masonry will be
stepping-stones to places of dignity and power—when this institution will
be a machine to press down the free-born spirit of men, We have now no
tyrant to rule over us—no kingly potentate to move over our heads the rod
of authority; but high in our elevation, and invineible in our strongholds,
we put at defiance seeret cabals and associations.  The public opinion islike
a mighty river, and gigantie in its course, it will sweep every interposing
obstacle before it.
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In the work which we submit to the public we have given false coloring to
nothing: nor in these remarks have we set down anght in malice. In the
urm discharge of our undertaking we have been stern and unbending as the
rugged mountain oak: and persecutions, paing, and perils have not deterred
us from our purpose. We have triumphed over tumult, and clamor, and evil-
speaking. _

When our book goes out to the world, it will meet with attacks of a vio-
lent nature from one souree, and men of mock titles and order will endeavor
to heap upon it every calumny. Men more tenacious of absolute forms and
practice than they are attentive to truth and honer, will deny our expositions,
and eall us Liars and Impostors.

Such is the treatment, however ungenerous and unjust, which we expect
to mect, and for which we are prepared. Truth, we know, is majestic and
will finally prevail. The little petty effusions of malice that will be thrown
out will die with their authors, whom this work will survive.

We nowaver, in defiance of whatever may be gaid to the contrary—no mat-
ter by whom, bowever exalted his rank—that this Book is what it pretends
to he—that it is a Master Key to the secrets of Masonry; that in the pages
before him, the maxn of candor and inguiry can judge for himself, and then a
proper judgment will be formed of our intention.



ILLUSTRATIONS OF MASONRY, ETC.

h orscriprioN of the cercmonies used in opening a Lodge of Entered Ap-
prentice Masons; which is the same in all the upper degrees, with the ex-
ception of the difference in the signs, due-guards, grips, pass-grips, words
and their several names; all of which will be given and explained in their
proper places as the work progresses

One rap calls the Lodge to order—one calls up the Junior and Senior
Deacone—two raps call up all the subordinate officers, and three all the
members of the Lodge.

The Master having called the Lodge to order, and the officers all seated,
the Master says to the Junior Warden, ‘ Brother Junior, are they all En-
tered Apprentice Masons in the South?’” .Ams. “They are, Worshipful’
Master to the Senior Warden, ‘Brother Senior, are they all Entered Appren-
tice Masons in the West 1’ .Anms. ¢They are, Worshipful” The Master
then says, ‘ They are, in the East,’ at the same time he gives a rap with the
common gavel or mallet, which calls up both Deacons. Master to Junior
Deacon, * Brother Junior, the first care of 3 Mason?” Adns. “To see the
Lodge Tyled, Worshipful.” Master to Junior Deacon. ° Attend to that part
of your duty, and inform the Tyler that we are about to open a lodge of
Entered Apprentice Masons, and direet him to tyle accordingly.” The Ty-
ler then steps to the door and gives three raps, which are answered by three
from without; The Junior Deacon then gives one, which is also answered by
the Tyler with one; the door is then partly opened, and the Junior Deacon
delivers his message, and resumes his situation, and says, ‘ the door is tyled,
Worshipful,” (at the same time giving the due-guard, which is never omit
ted when the master is addressed). The Master to the Junior Deacon, * By
whom? Ans. ‘By a Master Mason without the door, armed with the
proper implement of his office.” Master to Junior Descon, ‘His duty there?’
Ans.  “Tokeep off all cowans and eaves-dropperg, see that none pass or repass
without permission from the Master.” [ Some say, without permission from tho
chair.] Master to Junior Deacon, ¢ Brother Junior your place inthe lodge?
Ans.  ¢At the right-hand of the Senior Warden in the West.” Master to

Junior Deacon, * Your business there, Brother Junior? .dns. ;:'.Il?g wait on
}
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the Worshipful Master and Wardens, act as their proxy in the active duties
of the Lodge, and take charge of the door.” Master to Junior Deacon, “The
Senior Deacon’s place in the Lodge?” Ane. <At the right band of the Wor-
shipful Master in the East.” (The Master while asking the last question,
gives two raps, which call up all the subordinate officers.) Master to Se-
pior Deacou, *Your duty there, Brother Semor? Ans. ‘To wait on the
Waorshipful Master and Wardens, act as their proxy in the active dutics of
the Lodge, attend to the preparation and introduction of eandidates, and
welcome and clothe all visiting brethren, (1 e. furnish them with as apron).
Master to Henior eacon, ‘The Secretary’s place in the Ledge, Brother
Seniort Ang. * At theleft-hand of the Worshipful Master in the East.” Master
to Seeretary, ¢ Your duty there, Brother Secretary?’ Ans. ‘The better to observs
theWorshipful Master’s will and pleasure, record the proceedings of the Lodge;
transmit a copy of the same to the Grand Lodge, if required; receive all moneys
and money bills from the hands of the Brethren, pay them over to the Treasurer,
and take his receipt for thesame.” The Master to the Secretary,‘The Treasurer’s
place in the Lodge? 4ns. ‘At the right-hand of theWorshipful Master.” Master
to the Treasurer, *Your duty there, Brother Treasurer? dns. ‘Duly to ob-
gerve the Worshipful master’s will and pleasure; receive all moneys and mo-
ney bills from the hands of the Secretary; keep a just and true account of
the same; pay them out by order of the Worshipful Master, and consent of
the Brethren.' The Master to the Treasurer, * The Junior Warden's placo
in the Lodge, Brother treasurer?” Ans. ‘In the South, Worshipful” Master
to Junior Warden, “Your business there, Brother Junior?” .Ans. ‘As the
gun in the South at high meridian is the beanty and glory of the day, so
gtands the Junior Warden in the South, the better to observe the time, eall
the crafts from labor to refreshment, superintend them during the time there-
of, see that none convert the hours of refreshment intg that of intemperance
or exeess; and call them on again in due season, that the Worshipful Mas

ter may have honor, and they pleasure and profit thereby.” Master to the

Junior Warden, ¢ The Senior Warden's place in the Lodge? Ans. *In the
West, Worshipful? Master to Senior Warden, ‘Your duty there, Brother
Senior? Ans. © As the sun sets in the West to close the day, so stands the
Senior Warden in the West to assist the Worshipful Master in opening hia
Lodge, take eare of the jewels and implements, see that none be lost, pay the
erafts their wages, if any be due, and see that none go away dissatisfied’
Master to the Senior Warden, * The Master’s placein the Lodge?  Ang. “In
the Bast, Worshipful” Master to the Senior Warden, ‘Iis duty there ¥
Ans. * As the sun rises in the East to open and adorn the day, so presides
the Worshipful Master in the East to open and adorn his lodge, set his
erafts to work with good and wholesome laws, or cause the same to be done.’
The Master now gives three raps, when all the brethren rise, and the Mas-
ter taking off his hat, proceeds as follows: * In like manner, so do I, strietly
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forbidding all profane language, private commitiees, or any other disorderly
conduct, whereby the peace and harmony of this Lodge may be interrupted

while engaged in its lawful pursnits, under no less penalty than the hye-laws
or such penalty as a majority of the brethren present may see fit to inflict,

Brethren, attend to giving the eigns.” (Here lodges differ very much. In

s, they deelare the lodge opened aa follows, before they give the signa):
The Master (all the Brethren imitating him}) extends his left arm from Lis

hady so oz to furm an angle of about forty-five degrees, and holds his right
hand transversely across his left, the palms thercof about one iach apart.

This is called the first sign of & Mason—is the sign of distress in this degree,

and alludes to the position a candidate’s hands are placed in when Le takes

the oblization of an Entered Apprentice Mason. The Master then draws

his right-hand across his throat, the hand open, with the thumb next to the

throat, and drops it down by his side. This is called the due-guard of an

Entered Apprentice Mason (many call it the sign), and alludes to the penalty
of the obligatjon. (See Obligation.) The Master then declares the Lodge
opened, in the following manner: ‘T now declare this lodge of Entered Ap-
prentice Masons duly opened for the dispatch of business” The Senior
Warden declares it to the Junior Warden, and he to the Brethren, Come,

Drethren, let us pray.  One of the following prayers is used :

Most holy and glorious God! the great Architect of the Universe; the
giver of all good gifts and graces: Thou hast promised that *“ Where twc
or three are gathered together in thy name, thou wilt be in the midst of
them, and bless them.” Tu thy name we assemble, most humbly beseeching
thee to bless us in all our undertakings; that we may know and serve thee
aright, and that all our actions may tend to thy glory and our advance-
ment in knowledge and virtue.  And we beseech thee, O Lord God, to bless
our present assembling; and to illuminate our minds through the influence
of the Son of Righteousness, that we may walk in the light of thy counte-
nance; and when the trials of our probationary state are over, be admitted
into the Temple not made with bands, eternal in the beavens. Amen. So
mote it be.

Another prayer, as often used at opening as closing.

Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together
in unity: it is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down wpon
the benrd, even Aaron's beard, that went down to the skirts of his garment:
as the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains
of Zion, for there the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for evermore.
Amen, So mote it be.

The lodge heing now open and ready to proceed to business, the Master:
dircets the Secretary to read the minutes of the last meeting which na-
turally brings to view the business of the present.
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If there are any candidates to be hrought forward, that will b. the first
business attended to. I will therefore proceed with a deseription of the
seremonies used in the admission and initiation of a candidate into the first
degree of masonry.

A person wishing to become a Mason must get some one who is a Ma-
gon to present his petition to a lodge, when, if there are no serious objee-
tions, it will be entered on the minutes, and a committee of two or three
appointed to inguire into his character, and report to the next regular com-
munication. The following is the form of a petition used by a candidate ; but
a worthy candidate will not be rejected for the want of formality in his petition.

To the Worshipful Master Wardens and Brethren of Lodge No. —, of
Tree and Accepted Masons.
The subscriber, residing in ,of lawfol age, and by ocenpation a
-, begs leave to state that, unbiased by friends, and uninfluenced by
mercenary motives, he freely and voluntarily offers himself a candidate for
the mysteries of Masonry, and that he is prompted to solicit this privilege by
a favorable opinion conceived of the institntion, a desire of knowledge and
sincere wish of being serviceable to his fellow-creatures. Should his peti-

tion be granted, he will cheerfully conform to all the ancient established
usages and customs of the fratermty.

(Signed) A B

At the next regular communication (if no serious objection appears
against the candidate), the ballot-hoxes will be passed; one black ball will
reject a candidate. The boxes may be passed three times. The Deacons
are the proper persons to pass them; one of the boxes has black and white
beans, or balls in it, the other empty; the one with the balls in it goes
before, and furnishes each member with a black and white ball; the empty
box follows and receives them. There are two holes in the top of this box
with a small tube (generally), in each, one of which is black, and the ether
white, with a partition in the box. The members put both their balls
into this box as their feclings dictate; when the balls are received, the box
is presented to the Master, Senior and Junior Wardens, who pronounce
clear or not clear, 28 the case may be. The hallot proving clear, the
(Candidate (if present) is condueted into a small preparation room adjoining
the Lodge, when he is asked the following questions, and gives the follow-
ing angwers. Senior Deacon to Candidate, * Do you gineerely declare, upon
your honor before these gentlemen, that unbiased by friends, uninfluenced
by unworthy motives, you freely and voluntarily offer yourself a Candidate
for the mysteries of masonry? Ans. ‘Tdo.” Senior Deaeon to {andidate,
*Do you sincerely declare upon your honor before these gentlemen, that you
are prompted to solicit the privileges of masonry, by a faverable opinion
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conceived of the institution, a desire of knowledge, and a sincere wish of
being serviceable to your fellow creatures?” .Ans. ‘I do.” _Benior Deacon to
Candidate, * Do you sineerely deelare upon your honor before these gentleman,
that you will cheerfully eonform to all the ancient established usages and
customs of the Fraternity 7 Ans. ‘I do. After the above questions are
proposed and answered, and the result reported to the Master, he says.
" Breshren, at the request of Mr. A. B., he has been proposed and accepted
in regular form. T therefore recommend him as a proper Candidate for the
mysterics of Masonry, and worthy to partake of the privileges of the
Fraternity: and in eonsequence of a deelaration of his intentions, volunia-
rily made, I believe be will cheerfully conform to the rules of the Order)
The Candidate, during the time, is divested of all his appavel (shirt ex-
cepted), and furnished with a pair of drawers kept in the Lodge for the use
of Clandidates; the Candidate iz then blindfolded, his left foot bare, his
right in a slipper, his left breast and arm naked, and a rope, called a Cable-
Tow, placed round bis neck and left arm (the rope is not put round the arm in
all Lodges), in which posture the Candidate is conducted to the door, where
ke is caused to give, or the Conductor gives, three distinet knocks, which
are answered by three from within, the conductor gives one more, which
is also answered by one from within, The door is then partly opencd
and the Junior Deacon generally asks, “Who comes there ! who comes there?
who comes therel’ Then the conductor, alias the Senior Deacon, answers,
‘A poor blind Candidate who has long been desirous of having and receiv-
ing a part of the rights and benefits of this worshipful Lodge dedicated
(some say erected) to God and held forth to the holy Order of St. John, as
all true fellows and brothers have done, who have gone this way before him.’
The Junior Deacon then asks, ‘Is it of his own free will and accord he
makes this request? is he duly and truly prepared? worthy and well quali-
fied? and properly avouched for?” All of which being answered in the
affirmative, the Junior Deacon to Senior Deacon; ‘By what further rights
tdoes he expect to obtain this benefit? .dns. ‘By being a man, free born, of
iwful age, and under the tongue of good report.” The Junior Deacon
then says, ‘Since this is the case you will wait till the Worshipful Master in
the East is made acquainted with his request, and the answer returned.’
The Junior Deacon repairs to the Master, when the same questions are asked,
and answers are returned as at the door; after which, the Master says, ‘Sinee
he eomes endowed with all these necessary qualifications, let him enter this
Worshipful Lodge in the name of the Lord, and take heed on what he enters.”
The Candidate then enters, the Junior Deacon at the same time pressing his
naked left breast with the point of the compass, and asks the Candidate, ‘Did
you feel anything? Ans, ‘T Did.” Junior Deacon to Candidate, ‘What was
it? Ans. ‘Atorture.” The Junior Deacon then says, ‘As this is a torture to
your flesh, g0 may it ever be to your mind and eonscience if ever you should
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sttempt to reveal the secrets of Masonry unlawfully” The Candidate is
then conducted to the center of the Lodge, where he and the Senior Deacon
kneel, and the Deacon says the following prayer:

‘Vouchsafe thine aid, Almighty Father of the universe, to this our present
convention; and grant that this Candidate for Masonry may dedicate and
devote his life to thy service, and become a true and faithful brotber among
us! Indue him with a competeney of thy divine wisdom, that by the se-
erets of our art, he nay be the better enabled to display the beauties of holiness
to the honor of thy holy name.  So mote it be.  Amen? '

The Master then asks the Candidate, *To whom do you put your trust?
dns. ‘In God’ The Master then takes Lim by the right-hand, and says,
‘Since in God you put your trust, arise, follow your leader and fear no dan-
ger? The Benior Deacon then conducts the Candidate three times regular-
ly round the Lodge,and halts at the Junior Warden in the South, where the
same questions are aslked and answers returned as at the door.

As the Candidate and conduetor are passing round the room the Master
reads the following passage of Scripture, and takes the same time to read it
that they do to go round the Lodge three times.

*Behold how good and how pleasant it is for Brethern to dwell together in
anity! It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down apon
the beard, even Aaron’s beard, that went down to the skirts of his garment:
as the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains
of Zion; for there the Lord commanded the blessing, even life forever mere,”

The Candidate iz then conducted to the Senior Warden in the West,
where the same questions are asked and answers veturned as before; from
thence be is conducted to the Worshipful Master in the east, where the same
questions are asked and answers returned as before. The Master likewise
demands of him, from whence he came and whither he is traveling. Tho
Candidate answers, ‘From the West and traveling to the East.”  Master in-
quires; ‘Why do you leave the West and travel to the East? s ‘In
search of light.” Master then says, ‘Since the Candidate is traveling in search
of light, you will please eonduot him back to the West, from whenee he came,
and put him in the care of the Senior Warden, who will teach him hew to
approach the East, the place of light, by advancing upon one upright regu-’
lar step, to the first step, his feet forming the right angle of an oblong square,
bis body erect at the altar before the Master, and place him in a proper posi-
tion to take upon bim the solemn oath of obligation of an Entered Appren-
tice Mason.” The Senior Warden receives the Candidate, and instruets him
as directed. He first steps off with the left foot and brings up the heel of
the right into the hollow thereof, the heel of the right foot against the ankle
of the left, will of course form the right angle of an oblong square; the Can-
didate then kneels on his left knee, and places his right foot S0 as to form a
square with the left, be turns his foot round until the ankle bone is as much
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it front of him as the toes on the left foot; the Candidate’s lefi haud is then
put under the Holy Bible, square and compass, and the right on them. This
is the position in which a Candidate is placed when he takes upon him the
oath or obligation of an Entered Apprentice Mason. As soon as the Candi-
date is placed in this position, the Worshipful Master approaches him, and
says, “*Mr. A. B, you are now placed in a proper position to take upon yjou
Lhe solemn oath or obligation of an Entered Apprentice Mason, which I as-
cure you is neither to affect your religion nor polities, if you are willing to
talte it, repeat your name and say after me;” [and although many bave re-
tused to take any kind of an obligation, and begged for the privilege of re-
tiring, vetnone have made their eseape ; they have been cither ecereed, or
persuaded to submit. There are thousands who never return to the Lodge
aftor they areinitiated] the following obligation is then administered: .

1, A. B., of my own free will and accord, in presence of Almighty God
and this worshipful Lodge of free and aceepted Masons, dedieated to God
and held forth to the holy order of St. John, do hereby and herein most
solemnly and sincerely promise and swear that I will always hail, ever con-
ceal, and never reveal any part, or parts, art, or arts, point, or points of the
secret arts and mysteries of ancient Freemasonry, which I have received, am
about to receive, or may hereafter be instructed in, to any persen, or persons
in the known world, exeept it be to a true and lawful Brother Mason, or
within the body of a just and lawfully constituted Lodge, of such; and not
unto him, nor unto them whom I shall hear so to be, but unto him and them
only whom I shall find so to be after strict trial and due examination or
lawful information. Furthermore, do I promise and swear that I will not
write, print, stamp, stain, hew, cut, carve, indent, paint, or engrave it on
anything movable or immovable, under the whole canopy of Heaven,
whereby, or whereon the least letter, figure, character, mark, stain, shadow,
or resemblance of the same may become legible or intelligible to myself or
any other person in the known world, whereby the secrets of Masonry may
be unlawfully obtained through my unworthiness. To all which T do most
solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, without the least equivocation,
mental reservation, or self evasion of mind in me whatever; hinding myself
ander no less penalty, than to have my throat eut across, my tongue torn
out by the roots and my body buried in the rongh sands of the sea at low
water-mark, where the tide ebbs and flows twice in twenty-four hours;
80 help me Grod, and keep me steadfast in the due performance of the same.

After the obligation the Master addresses the candidate in the following
manner: ‘Brother, to you the geerets of Magonry are ahout to be unvailed,
and a brighter sun never shone luster on your eyes: while prostrate before
this sacred altar, do you not shudder at every erime? have you not confi-
dence in every virtue? May these thoughts ever inspire you with the most
uvoble sentiments; may you ever feel that elevation of soul, that shall seorn
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a dishonest act. Brother, what do you most desire? 4ns. ‘Light’ Master
to Brethren, ‘Brethren, stretch forth your hands and assist in bringing this
new made Brother from darkness to light” The members having formed a
cirele round the Candidate, the Master says, 'And God said, let there be
light, and there was light.” At the same time, all the Brethreu clap their
hands, and stamp on the floor with their right foot as heavy as possible, the
bandage dropping from the Candidate’s eyes at the same instaut, which,
after having been so long blind, and full of fearful apprehension all the
time, this great and sudden transition from perfect darkness to a light
brighter {(if possible) than the meridian sun in a midsummer day, some-
times produces an alarming effect. I once knew a man to faint on being
brought to light; and his recovery was quite doubtful for some time: how-
ever, he did come to, but he never returned to the Lodge again. T have
often conversed with him on the subject; he is yet living, and will give a
certificate in support of the above statement at any time, if requested.
After the Candidate is brought to light, the Master addresses him as
follows; ‘Brother, on being brought to light, you first discover three great
lights, in Masonry, by the assistance of three lesser; they are thus explained:
the three great lights in Masonry are the Holy Bible,8quare , and Compass.
The Holy Bible is given to us as a rule and guide for our faith and prac-
tice ; the Square, to square our actions; and the Compass, to keep us in due
bounds with all mankind, but more especially with the Brethren. The three
lesser lights are three burning tapers, or candles placed on candlesticks
(some say or candles on pedestals), they represent the Sun, Moon and Mas-
ter of the Lodge, and are thus explained. As the sun rules the day and the
moon governs the night, so ought the Worshipful Master with equal regu-
larity to rule and govern his Lodge, or cause the same to be done; you
next discover me as Master of this Lodge, approaching you from the Hask
upon the first step of Masonry, under the sign and due-guard of an Entered
Apprentice Mason. (The sign and due-guard has been explained.) This
is the manner of giving them; imitate me as near as you ean, keeping your
position.  First, step off with your left foot and bring the heel of the right
into the hollow thereof, so as to form a square.” (This ia the first step in
. Magonry.) The following is the sign of an Entered Apprentice Mason, and
is the sign of distress in this degree; you are not to give it unless in dis-
tress. (It is given by holding your two bands transversely across each
other, the right-hand wpward and one inch from the left.) The following
is the due-guard of an Eotered Apprentice Mason. (This is given by
drawing your right-hand across your throat, the thumb next to your throat,
your arm a8 high as the elbow in a horizontal position.) ‘Brother, I now
present yeu my right-hand in token of brotherly love and esteem, and witk,
it the grip and name of the grip of an Entered Apprentice Mason.! The
right-hands are joined together as in shaking hauds. and each sticks his
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thumb nail nto the third joint or upper end of the fore-finger; the name
of the grip is Boaz, and is to be given in the following manner and no other ;
the Master first gives the grip and word, and divides it for the instruction of
the Candidate; the questions are as follows: The Master and Candidate hold.
ing each other by the grip, as before deseribed, the Master ays, ‘What is this.’
Ans, ‘A grip” ¢). ‘The grip of what.! A. “The grip of an Entered Apprentice
Magon” Q. ‘Has it a name? A. “It has’ Q. “Will you give it tome? 4. ‘[
did not so reccive it, neither can I so impartit” . “What will you do with
it? A. ‘Letter it or halve it." . ‘Halve it and begin’ 4. ‘Yon begin’ Q.
‘Begin you” 4. 'B 0. Q, ‘A Z7 A, ‘BOAZ. Master says, ‘Right, Brother
Boaz, 1 greet you. It is the name of the left-hand pillar of the porch of king
Solomon’s Temple—arise, Brother Boaz, and salute the Junior and Senjor
Wardens as such, and convince them that you have been regularly initiated
a8 an Hntered Apprentice Mason, and have got the sign, grip, and word.’
The Master returns to his seat while the wardens are examining the Candidate,
and gets a lamb-skin or white apron, presents it to the Candidate, and ob-
serves, ‘Brother, I now present you with a lamb-skin or white apron; it is an
emblem of innocence, and the badge of a Mason: it has been worn by kings,
princes, and potentates of the earth, who have never heen ashamed to wear it;
it is more honorable than the diadems of kings, or pearls of princesses, when
worthily worn; it is more ancient than the Golden Fleeco or Roman Eagle;
more honorable than the Star and Garter, or any other order that can be eon-
ferred upon you at this, or any other time, except it be in the body of a just
and lawfully constituted Lodge ; you will carry it to the Senjor Warden in the
West, who will teach you how to wear it as an Entered Apprentice Magon.’
The Senior Warden ties the apron on and turns up the flap instead of let-
ting it fall down in front of the top of the apron. This is the way Entered
- Apprentice Masons wear, or ought to wear their aprons uatil they are ad-
vanced. The Candidate is now condncted to the Master in the East, who
says, ‘Brother, as you are dressed, it is necessary you should have tools to
work with; I will now present you with the working tools of an Entered Ap-
prentice Mason, which are the twenty-four inch gauge and common gavel ;
they are thus explained:—The twenty-four inch gauge is an instrument
made use of by operative Masons to measure and lay out their work, but
we, as Free and Accepted Masons, make use of it for the more noble and
glorious purpose of dividing our time. The twenty-four inches on the
gauge, are emblematical of the twenty-four hours in the day, which we are
teught to divide into three equal parts, whereby we find eight hours for the
service of God, and a worthy distressed brother; eight hours for our usual
vocations, and eight for refreshment and sleep; the eommon gavel is an in-
strument made use of by operative Masons to break off the corners of
rough stones; the better to fit them for the builders uge, but we, as Free
and .&ﬁmpted Masons. use it for the more noble and glorious purpose of
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divesting our hearts and consciences of all the vices and superfluities of life,
thereby fitting our minds as living and lively stones, for that spiritual build-
ing, that house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens; I also present
yon with a new name; it is CAUTION, it teaches you that as you are
barely instructed in the rudiments of Masonry, that you should be cautious
over all your words and actions, particularly when before the enemies of
Masonry. I shall next present you with three precious jewels, which are; a
listening ear, a silent tongue, and a fuithful heart. A listening ear teaches
you to listen to the instructions of the Worshipful Master; but more espe-
cially that you should listen to the calls and eries of a worthy distressed
brother. A silent tongue teaches you to be silent while in the Lodge, that
the peace aud harmeny thereof may not be disturbed, but mere especially,
that you should be silent before the enemies of Masonry, that the craft may
not be brought into disrepute by your imprudence. A faithful heart
teaches you to be faithful to the instructions of the Worshipful Master at
all times, but more especially, that you should be faithful, and keep and
conceal the secrets of Masonry, and those of a Brother when given to you
in charge as such, that they may remain as secure and inviolable in your
breast as in his own, before communicated to you. I further present you
with check-words two: their pames are truth and union, and are thus ex-
plained. Truth is a divine attribute, and the foundation of every virtue;
to be good and true, is the first lesson we are taught in Masoory; on this
theme we contemplate, and by its dictates endeavor to regulate our conduct
hence, while influenced by this principle hypocrisy and deceit are unknown
among us; sincerity and plain dealing distinguish us, and the heart and
tongue join in promoting each other's welfare and rejoicing in each other's
prosperity. ’

Union, is that kind of friendship, which ought to appear conspicuous rn
every Mason’s conduct. It is so elosely allied to the Divine attribute, truth,
that he who enjoys the one, is seldom destitute of the other. Should inter-
est, honor, prejudice, or human depravity, ever induce you to violate any
part of the sacred trust we now repose in you, let these two important words,
at the earliest inginuation, teach you to put on the check-line of truth, which
will infallibly direct you to pursue that straight and narrow path which ends
in the full enjoyment of the Grand Lodge above; where we shall all meet as
Masons and members of the same family, in peace, harmony and love; where
all digcord on aceount of polities, religion, or private opinion shall be unknown,
and banished from within our walls.

Brother, it has been the custom from time immemorial to demand, or ask
from a newly made Brother something of a metallic kind, not so much on ac-
eount of its intrinsic value, but that it may be deposited in the archives of
the Lodge, as a memorial, that you was herein made a Mason ;—a small
trifle will be sufficient ;—anything of a metallie kind will do; if you have no
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money, anything of a metallic nature will he sufficient ; even a button will do.”
(The candidate says he has nothing about him ; it is known he has nothing.)
‘Search yourself, the Master replies. He is assisted in searching, nothing
is found; *perhaps you can borrow a trifle,’ says the Master. (He tries to
borrow, none will lend him—be proposes to go into the other room where
his clothes are; he is not permitted.—If a stranger, he is very much embar-
rassed. Master to candidate, * Brother, let this ever be a striking lesson to
you, and teach you, if you should ever see a friend, but more especially a
brother in a like pennyless situation, to contribute as liberally to lis relief ag
his situation may require, and your abilities will admit, without material in-
jury to yowrself or family.” Master to Senior Deacon, ‘You will conduct the
candidate back from whenee he came, and invest him of what he has been di-
vested, and let him return for further instruction.’ The candidate is then
rondueted to the preparation room, and invested of what he had been divest-
ed, and returns to the North-East corner of the Lodge, and is taught how
to stand npright like a man; when and where the following charge is, or
onght to be delivered to him; though it is omitted nine times out of ten, as
are near one-half of the ceremonies.

Master to the Candidate, ‘Brother, as you are now initiated into the first-
principles of Masonry, I congratulate you upon having been accepted into
this ancient and honorable order; ancient, as having subsisted from time
immemorial ; and honorable, as tending in every particular so to render all
men who will be conformable to its prineiples. No institution was ever
raised on a better principle, or more solid foundation, nor were ever more
excellent rules and useful maxims laid down than are inculeated in the seve-
ral masonic lectures. The greatest and best of men in all ages have been
encouragers and promoters of the art, and have never deemed it derogatory
to their dignity, to level themselves with the fraternity—extend their-
privileges, and patronize their assemblies.

* There are three great duties, which, as a Mason, you are charged to in-
culeate. To God, your neighbor, and yourself. To God, in never mention-
ing his name, but with that reverential awe that is due from a creature to.
kis Creator; to implore bis aid in all your laudable undertakings, and to es-
teem him as the chief Good—To your neighbor; in acting upon the sguare,.
and doing unto him as you wish he should do unto you; and to yourself in
avoiding all irregularity or intemperance, which may impair your faculties,
or debaso the dignity of your profession. A zealous attachment to these
principles will ensure public and private esteem. In the state, yon are to
be & quiet and peaceable subject, true to your government and just to your
country; you are not to countenance disloyalty, but faithfully to submit to
legal authority, and conform with cheerfulness to the government of the
country in which you live. In your outward demeanor be particularly care-
ful to avoid censure or reproach. Although your frequent appearance at
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our regular meetings is earnestly solicited, yet it is not meant that Masonry
should interfere with your necessary vocations; for these are on no account
to be neglected: neither are you to suffer your zeal for the institution to lead
you into argument with those, who, through ignorance, may ridicule it. At
your leisure hours, that you may improve in masonie knowledge, you are to
converse with well-informed Brethren, who will be always as ready to give,
as you will be to receive information. Finally, keep sacred and inviolable
the mysteries of the order, as these are to distinguish you from the rest of the
community, and mark your consequenee among Masons. If, in the eircle
of your acquaintance, you find a person desirous of being initiated into Ma-
sonry, be particularly attentive not to recommend him, unless you are con-
vinced he will conform to our rules; that the honor, glory, and reputation
of the institution may be firmly established, and the world at large convine.
ed of its good effects.

The work of the evening being over, T will proceed to give a deseription
of the manner of cloging the Lodge. It is a very common practice, in
Lodges, to close a Lodge of Entered Apprentices, and open a Lodge of
Fellow Crafts, and elose that, and open a Master Masons’ Lodge, all in the
same evening.

Some Brother generally makes a motion that the Lodge be closed; it
being secended and carried :—

The Master to the Junior Deacon—* Brother Junior,’ (giving one rap
which calls up both Deacons), ‘The first as well as the last care of a Mason?
Ans. ‘To see the Lodge tyled, Worshipful” Master to Junior Deacon,
“ Attend to that part of your duty, and inform the Tyler, that we are about
to close this Lodge of Entered Apprentice Masons, and direct him to tyle
-accordingly” The Junior Deacon steps to the door, and gives three raps,
‘which are answered hy the Tyler with three more; the Junior Deacon then
gives one, which is also answered by the Tyler by one. The Junior Dea-
con then opens the door, delivers his message, and resumes his place in the
Lodge, and eays, ‘The door is tyled, Worshipful.” Master to Junior Deacon,
‘By whom? 4ns. ‘By a Master Mason without the door, armed with the
proper implement of his office.” Master to Junior Deacon, * His business
there?  Ans. *To keep of all cowans and eaves-droppers, and see that
none pass or repass without permission from the chair.' Master to Junior
Deacon, ‘Your place in the Lodge, Brother Junior? Ams. At the right-
hand of the Senior Warden in the West” Master to Junior Deacon, ‘Your
duty there?” .Ans. ‘To wait on the Worshipful Master and Wardena, act
ag their proxy in the active duties of the Lodge, and take charge of the
door” Master to the Junior Deacon, ‘The Senior Deacon’s place in the
Lodgel” d4ns. ‘At the right-hand of the Worshipful Master in the Kast.’
Master to Senior Deacon, ‘Your duty there, Brother Senior? Ans. *To
wait on the Worshipful Master and Wardens, act as their proxy in the
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active duties of the Lodge; attend to the preparation and introduetion of
Candidates, receive and clothe all visiting Brethren.”  Master to the Senior
Deacon, ‘ The Seeretary’s place in the Lodge?” .Ans. * At your left-hand,
Worshipful” Master to Secretary, ‘ Your duty there, Brother Secretary?
Ans. *Duly to observe the Master's will and pleasure; record the proceed-
ings of the Lodge; transmit a copy of the same to the Grand Lodge, if
required; receive all moneys and money bills from the hands of the Hreth-
ren; pay them over to the Treasurer, and take his receipt for the same.” Mas-
ter to the Secretary, ‘ The Treasurer's place in the Lodge?  dns. © At the
right-hand of the Worshipful Master.” Master to Treasurer, * Your busi-
ness there, Brother Treasurer? Ans. *Duly to observe the Worshipful
Master's will and pleasure; receive all moneys and money bills from the
hands of the Secretary; keep a just and accurate account of the same; pay
them out by order of the Worshipful Master and consent of the Brethren.'
Master to the Treasurer, ‘The Junior Warden’s place in the Lodge?
Ans. *In the South, Worshipful.” Master to the Junior Warden, * Your
business there, Brother Junior? Ans. ‘As the sun in the South, at high
meridian, is the beauty and glory of the day; so stands the Junior Warden
in the South, at high twelve, the better to observe the time; call the Crafts
from labor to refreshment; superintend them during the hours thereof; eee
that none convert the purposes of refreshment into that of excess or intem-
perance; call them on again in due season, that the Worshipful Master
may have honor, and they pleasure and profit thereby.” The Master, to the
Junior Warden [T wish the reader to take particular notice, that in closing
the Lodge, the Master asks the Junior Warden as follows: ‘The Master's
place in the Lodge? and in opening he asks the Senior Warden the same
tuestion] ‘ The Master’s place in the Lodge? Ans. ‘In the East, Worship-
ful’ Master to Junior Warden, ‘ His duty there?” Ans. * As the sun rises
in the East, to open and adorn the day, so presides the Worshipful Master
in the East, to open and adorn his Lodge; set his crafts to work with good
and wholegome laws, or cause the same to be done.” Master to the Junior
Warden, ‘ The Senior Warden's place in the Lodge?” Ans. ‘In the West,
Worshipful. * Master to Senior Warden, ‘Your business there, Brother
Senior? Ans. ‘ As the sun sets in the West to close the day, so stands
the Senior Warden in the West, to assist the Worshipfol Master in opening
and closing the Lodge; take care of the jewels and implements; see that
none be lost; pay the crafts their wageg, if any be due, and see that none
go away dissatisfied” The Master now gives three raps, when all the
Brethren rise, and the Master asks, ' Are you all satisfied” They answer
in the affirmative, by giving the due-gnard. Should the Master discover
that any declined giving it, inquiry is immediately made, why it is so; and
if any member is dissatisfied with any part of the proceedings, or with any
Brother, the subject is immediately investipated. Master to the Brethren,.
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“Attend lo giving the signs; as I do, so do you; give them downwards,
(which is by giving the last in opening, first in closing. In closing, on this
degree, you first draw your right-hand across your throat, as hereinbefore
deseribed, and then hold your two hands over each other, as before descrihed
This is the method pursued through all the degrees; and when opening on
any of the upper degrees, all the signs of all the preceding degrees, are
given before you give the signs of the degree, on which you are opening.)
This being done, the Master proceeds, ‘I now declare this Lodge of Entered
Apprentice Masons, regularly closed in due and ancient form. Brother
Junior Warden, please inform Brother Senior Warden, and request him to
inform the Brethren, that it is my will and pleasure, that this Loedge of
Entered Apprentice Masons be now closed, and stand closed until our next
regular communication, unless a case or cases of emergency, shall require
earlier convention, of which every member shall be notified ; during which
time, it is seriously hoped, and expected, that every Brother will demean
bimself as becomes a Free and Accepted Mason.” Junior Warden to
Sentor Warden, * Brother Senior, it is the Worshipful Master's will and
pleasure, that this Lodge of Entered Apprentice Masons be closed, and stand
closed until cur pext regular communication, unless a case or cases of
emergency shall require earlier convention, of which every Brother shall be
notified ; during which time it is seriously hoped, and expected, that every
Brother will demean bimself as becomes a Free and Accepted Mason/’
Senior Warden to the Brethren, * Brethren, you have heard the Worshipful
Master’s will and pleasure, as communicated to me by Brother Junior; so
let it be done.” Master to the Junior Wn'rden, ¢ Brother Junior, how do
Masons meet? Ams ‘On the level” Master to Senior Warden, ‘How do
Masons part?” Ans. ‘On the square” Master to the Junior and Senior
Wardens, ‘ Since we meet on the level, Brother Junior, and part on the
square, Brother Senior, so let us ever meet and part, in the name of the
Lord” Here follows a prayer, sometimes used. Master to the Brethren,
* Brethren, let us pray.’

*Supreme Architect of the Universe! accept our humble praises for the
many mercies and blessings which thy bounty has conferred upon us, and
eapecially for this friendly and social intercourse. Pardon, we beseech thee,
‘whatever thou hast seen amiss in us gince we have been together; and con-
tinue to us thy presence, protection, and blessing. Make us sensible of the
renewed obligations we are under tp love thee supremely, and to be friendly
to each other. May all our irregular passions he subdued, and may we daily
inerense in faith, hope and charity, but more especially in that charity, whick
i the bond of peace, and perfection of every virtue. May we so practice
thy precepts, that through the merits of the Redeemer, we may finally ob-
tain thy promises, and find an acceptance through the gates, and into the
Temple and City of our God. So mote it be. Amen’
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A BENEDICTION OFTENER USED AT CLOSING THAN
THE PRECEDING PRAYER.

May the blessing of Heaven rest upoun us and all regular Masons; may

brotherly love prevail, and every moral and social virtue cement us. So
mote it I‘; e. Amen.

After the prayer the following charge ought to be delivered; but it is
seldom attended to; in a majority of Lodges it is never attended to.

Master to Brethren, ‘Brethren, we are now about to guit this sacred retreat
of friendship and virtue, to mix again with the world. Amidst its corcerns
and employments forget not the duties which you have heard so {requently
inculeated, and so foreibly recommended in this Lodge. Remember tlat
around this altar, you have promised to befriend and relieve every Brother
who shall need your assistance. You have promised in the most friendly
manner to remind him of bis errors, and aid in reformation, These gene-
rous principles are to extend further: every human being has a claim upon
your kind offices. Do good unto all. Recommend it more ‘especially to
the household of the faithful” Finally, Brethren, be yo all of one mind,
live in peace, and may the God of love and peace, delight to dwell with and
bless you.

In some Lodges, aﬂer the charge is delivered, the Master says, ‘ Brethren,
form on the square’ When all the Brethren form a circle, and the Mas-
ter followed by every Brother (except in using the words) says, < And God
sid, let there be light, and there was light.” At the same moment that the
last of these words drop from the Master’s lips, every member stamps with
his right-foot on the floor, and at the same instant, bring their hands to-
gether with equal foree, and in such perfect unison with each other, that
persons sitnated so as to hear it, would suppose it the precursor of some
dreadfal catastrophe. 'This is called ‘the shock.’

Having described all the ceremonies and forms appertaining to the open-
ing of a Lodge of Entered Apprentice Masons; setting them to work;
initiating & Candidate, and closing the Lodge, I will now proceed to give the
Leeture on this degree, It is divided into three sections, The lecture is
nothing more or less than a recapitulation of the preceding ceremonies and
forms by way of question and answer, and fully explains the same. In faet,
the ceremonies and forms (generally Masonically ealled the work), and lec-
tures are so much the game, that he who possesses a knowledge of the
lectares, cannot be destitute of a knowledge of what the ceremonies and
forms are, Ag the ceremonies used in opening and closing are the same in
all the degrees, it is thought best to give the whole one insertion; it be-
ing the sincere wish of the writer, that every reader should perfectly under-
stand all the formulas of the whole Masonic fabrie, as he then will thereby
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be able to form correct opinions of the propriety or impropriety, advantages
or disadvantages of the same,

FIRST SECTION OF THE LECTURE ON THE FIRST DEGREE
OF MASONRY.

Q. From whence come you as an Entered Apprenticd Mason ?

A. From the holy Lodge of St. John, at Jerusalem.

(). What recommendations do you hrmg‘i'

A. Recommendations from the Worshipful Master, Wnrduns and Brethren
of that Right Worshipful Lodge, whom greet you.

Q. What ecomest thou hither to do ?

A. To learn to subdue my passions, and improve myself in the secret arts
and mysteries of ancient Free Masonry.

Q. You are a Mason then, I presume?

A. T am.

Q. Howshall I know you to be a Mason?

A. By certain sigos and a token.

Q. What are signs ?

A, All right angles, horizontals, and perpendiculars.,

Q. What is a token?

A. A certain, friendly and brotherly grip, whereby ose Mason may know
another in the dark as well as in the light.

Q. Where was you first proposed to be made a Mason ?

A, In my heart.

Q. Where secondly ?

A. In a room adjacent to the body of a just and lawfully constituted
Lodge of such.

(3. How was you prepared ?

A. By being divested of all metals, neither naked nor clothed, barefoot
nor shod, hoodwinked, with a Cable-Tow* about my neck, in which situa-
tion I was conducted to the door of the Lodge.

Q. You being hoodwinked, how did you know it to be a door?

A. By first mmhng with registance and afterward gaining admission.

Q. How did you gain admission?

A. By three distinct knocks from without, anaﬂmd by the same from
within.

Q. What was said to you from within?

A. 'Who comes there, who comes there, who comes there.

* Three miles long.
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Q. Your answer? .

A. A poor blind Candidate who has long been desirous of having and re-
ceiving a part of the rights and benefits of this Worshipful Lodge, dedicated
to God, and held forth to the holy order of 8Bt. John, as all true fellows and
brothers have done, who have gone this way before me.

Q. What further was said to you from within?

A. T was asked if it was of my own free will and accord I made this
request, if T was duly and truly proposed, worthy and well qualified; all of
which being anawered in the affirmative, T was asked by what further rights
I expected to obtain so great a favor or benefit.

Q. Your answer?

A. By being 2 man, free born, of lawful age and well recommended.

Q. What was then said to you?

A. T was bid to wait until t]:u Worshipful Master in the East w was made
aoquainted with my request and his answer returned.

Q. After his answer returned what followed?

A. T was cansed to enter the Lodge.

Q. How?

A. Dnthapumtnfmmﬂﬂhnpinstrmantpreuingmynlhd left breast
ks the name of the Lord.

Q. How waa you then disposed of ?

A. Twas conducted to the center of the Lodge and there cansed to kneel
for the benefit of a prayer. [See page 18.]

Q. After prayer what was said to you?

A. T wasasked in whom I put my trust.

Q. Your answer?

A. In God.

Q. What followed?

A. The Wﬁnhpfnl Master took me by the right-hand and nid, since in
(God you trust, arise, follow your leader and fear no danger.

Q. How was you then disposed of?

A. T was conducted three times regularly round the Lodge and balted at
the Junior Warden in the South, where the same questions were asked and
answers returned as at the door.

Q. How did the Junior Warden dispose of you?

‘A. He ordered me to be condueted to the Senior Warden in the West,
where the same questions were asked and answers returned as before.

Q. How did the Senior Warden dispose of you? |

A. He ordered me to be conducted to the Worshipful Master in the Eaat,
where the same questions were asked and answers returned as before, who
likewise demanded of me from whence I came and whither I was traveling,

Q. Your answer? _

A. From the West and traveling to the East.
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Q. Why do you leave the West and travel to the East!

A. Tn search of light.

Q. How did the Worshipful Master then dispose of you?

A. He ordered me to be conducted back to the West, from whence I came,
and put in care of the Senior Warden, who taught me how to approach the
Fast, the place of light, by advancing upon one upright regular step to the
first step, my fect forming the right angle of an oblong square, my body
ercet at the altar before the Worshipful Master.

Q. What did the Worshipful Master do with you?

A. He made an Entered Apprentice Mason of me.

Q. How?

A. In due form.

Q. What was that due form?

A My left knee bare beut, my right forming a square ; my left hand sup-
porting the Holy Bible, Square, and Compass, and my right covering the
same ; in which position I tock upon me the solemm oath or obligation of an
Entered Apprentice Mason. ({See page 19.) |
After you had taken your obligation what was said to you?

I wis asked what I most desired.

Your answer?

Light.

Was you immediately brought to light?

I was.

How?

By the direction of the Master and assistance of the Brethren.
. What did you first discover after being brought to light?

A. Three great Lights, in Masonry, by the assistance of three lesser.

Q. What were those three great Lights in Masonry?

A. The Holy Bible, Square, and Compass.

Q. How are they explained?

A. The Holy Bible is given to us as a guide for our faith and practice,
the Squate, to square our actions; and the Compass, to keep us in due bounds
#ith all mankind, but more espeeially with the Brethren.

Q. What were those three lesser lights?

A. Three burning tapers, ot candles on candlesticks.

Q. What do they represent? .

A. The Sun, Moon, and Master of the Lodge.

Q. How are they explained?

A. As the Sun rules the day and the Moon governs the night, so ought
the Worshipful Master to use his endeavors to rule and govern his Lodge

_ with egual regularity, or cause the same to be done.
Q. What did you next diseover? _
A. The Worshipful Mastet approaching me from the East, under the gign

OFOFOFLOFE
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and due-guard of an Entered Apprentice Mazon, who presentea me with his
right-hand in token of brotherly love and esteem, and proceeded to give me
the grip and word of an Entered Apprentice Mason, and bid we rise and sa-
lute the Junior and Senior Wardens and convince them that I had been reg-
ularly initiated as an Entered Apprentice Mason, and was in possession of
the sign, grip and word.

Q. What did you next discover?

A. The Worshipful Master a second time approaching me from the Kast,
who presented me with a lamb-skin or white apron, which he said was an
emblem of innocence, and the badge of a Mason; that it had been worn by
kings, princes and potentates of the earth who had never been ashamed to
wear it; that it was more honorable than the diadems of kings, or pearls of
princesses, when worthily worn, and more ancient than the Golden Fleece or
Roman Eagle, more honorable than the star or garter, or any other order
that could be conferred upon me at that time or any time thereafter, except
it, be in the body of a just and lawfully constituted Lodge of Masons; and
bid me carry it to the Senior Warden in the West, who taught me how to
wear it as an Entered Apprentice Mason.

Q. What was you next presented with?

A. The working tools of an Entered Apprentice Mason.

Q. What were they?

A. The twenty-four inch gauge and common gavel.

Q. How are they explained?

A. The twenty-four inch gaugeis an instrument made use of by opera-
tive Masons to measure and lay out their work, but we, as Free and Accept-
ed Magons are taught to make use of it for the more noble and glorious puar-
jose of dividing our time; the twenty-four inches on the gauge are emblemat-
ical of the twenty-four heurs in the day, which we are taught to divide intc
three equal parts, whereby we find eight hours for the service of God and a
worthy distressed Brother, eight hours for our usual vocation, and eight
hours for refreshment and sleep.—The common gavel is an instrument made
use of by operative Masons to break off the corners of rough stones, the bet-
ter to fit them for the builders’ use, but we, ag Free and Accepted Masons,
are taught to make use of it for the more noble and glorious purpoese of di-
vesting our hearts and consciences of all the vices and superfluities of life,
thereby fitting our minds aslively and living stones for that spiritual build-
ing, that house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

Q. What was you next presented with?

A. A new name. |

. What was that?

A. Caution.

Q. What does it teach?

4. It teaches me as I was barely instructed in the rudiments of Masonry,
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that I should be cautious over all my words and actions, especially when
before its enemies.

Q. What was you next prenanted with ?

A. Three precious jewels.

€. What were they?

A. A listening ear, a gilent tongue, and a faithful heart.

Q. What do they teach?

A. A listening ear, teaches me to listen to tlm instruetion of the Wor-
shipful Master, but more especially, that 1 should listen to the calls and cries
of a worthy distressed Brother. A silent tongue, teaches me to be silent in the
Lodge, that the peace and harmony thereof may not be disturbed ; but more
especially, that I should be silent when before the enemies of Masonry, A
faithful heart, that I should be faithful to the instructions of the Worshipful
Master, at all times, but more especially, that I should be faithful, and keep
and eonceal the secrets of Masonry, and those of a Brother, when delivered
to me in charge, as such, that they may remain as secure and inviolable in
my breast, as in his own, before communicated to me.

(). What was you next presented with I

A. Check words two.

Q. What were they?

A. Truth and Union.

). How explained ?

A. Truth, is a divine attribute, and the foundation of every virtue. Tﬂ
be good and true, are the first lessons we are taught in Masonry. On this
thome we contemplate, and by its dictates endeavor to regulate our conduet;
hence, while influenced by this principle, hypocrisy and deceit are unknown
amongst us; sincerity and plain dealing distinguishes us; and the heart and
tongue join in promoting each other's welfare, and rejoicing in each other’s
prosperity.

Union is that kind of friendship, that ought to appear eonspicuous in the
conduct of every Mason. It is so closely allied to the divine atiribute
truth, that he who enjoys the one, is seldom destitute of the other.—Should
interest, honor, prejudice, or human depravity, ever influence you to violate
any part of the sacred érust we now repose in you, let these two important
words at the earliest insinuation, teach you to put on the check-line of
truth, which will infallibly direct you to pursue that straight and narrow
th, which ends in the full enjoyment of the Grand Lodge above, where
we shall all meet, as Masons and members of one family; where all discord
on aceount of religion, politics, or private opinion, will be unknown, and
banished from within our walls.

Q. What followed ?

A. The Worshipful Master in the East, made a demand of me, of some-

hing of a metallic kind, which he said was not so much on account of its
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 intrinsic value, as that it might be deposited in the archives of the Lodge, as
a memorial that T had therein been made a Mason,

Q. How did the Worshipful Master then dispose of you?

A: He ordered me to be conducted out of the Lodge, and invested of
what I had been divested, and retorned for further instructions.

Q. After you returned, how was you disposed of ?

A. I was conducted to the North-East corner of the Lodge, and there
caused to stand upright like a man, my feet forming a square, and received
a eolemn injunction, ever to walk and act uprightly before God and man
and in addition thereto received the following charge. (For this charge see

page 27.)
SECOND SECTION.

Q. Why was you divested of all metals when you was made a Magon?

A. Because Masonry regards no man on account of his worldly wealth or
honors; it is therefore the internal, and not the external qualifications that
recommend a man to Masons.

Q. A second reason?

A. There was neither the sound of an ax, hammer, or any other metal
tool, heard at the building of King Sclomon’s Temple.

Q. How could so stupendous a fabric be erected without the sound of an
ax, hammer, or any other metal tool?

A. All the stones were hewed, squared, and numbered in the quarries,
where they were raised; all the timbers felled, and prepared in the forests
of Lebanon, and carried down to J oppa on floats, and taken from thence up
to Jerusalem, and set up with wooden malls, prepared for that purpose
which, when completed, every part thereof, fitted with that exact nicety, that
it had more the resemblance of the handy workmanship of the Supreme
Architect of the Universe, than that of human hands. ’

Q. Why was you neither naked nor clothed ? .

A. As T was an object of distress at that time, it was to remind me, if
ever I saw a friend, more especially a Brother in a like distressed situation,
that I should contribute as liberally to his relief, as his situation required,
end my abilities would admit, without material injurv to myself or
family. : _

Q. Why was you neither barefoot nor shod?

A. Tt was an ancient Tsraelitish custom, adopted among Masons; and we
read in the book of Ruth concerning their mode and manner of changing
and redeeming, “and to confirm all things, a brother plucked off his shoe and
gave it to his neighbor, and that was testimony in Israel” This, then, therefore
we do in confirmation of a token, and as a pledge of our fidelity; thereby
Bignifying that we will renounce our own wills in all things, and become ohe-
dient to the laws of our ancient institutions
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Q. Why was you hoodwinked?

A. That my heart might conceive, before my eyes beheld the beauties of
Masonry.

Q. A second reason?

A. As I was in darkness at that time, it was to remind me that I shoald
keep the whole world so respecting Masonry.

(. Why had you a Cable-Tow about your neck?

A. In case I had not submitted to the manner and mode of my initiation
that I might have been led out of the Lodge without seeing the form and
beautiez thereof.

Q. Why did you give three distinet knocks at the door?

A. To alarm the Lodge, and let the Worshipful Master, Wardens and
Brethren know that a poor blind Candidate prayed admission.

(). What do those three distinet knocks allude to?

A. A certain passage in Seripture, wherein it says, ‘Ask and it shall
be given, seek and ye shall find, knock and it shall be opened unto

ou.’
’ Q. How did you apply this to your then case in Masonry:

A. T asked the recommendations of a friend to become a Mason, T sought
admission through his recommendations, and knocked and the door of Mason-
ry opened unto me.

Q. Why was you caused to enter on the point of some sharp instrument
pressing your naked left breast in the name of the Lord?

A. As this was a torture to my flesh, so might the recollection of it ever
be to my heart and conscience, if ever [ attempted to reveal the secrets of
Masonry unlawfully.

Q. Why was you conducted to the center of the Lodge, and there caused
to kneel for the benefit of a prayer?

A. Before entering on this, or any other great and important undertaking
it is highly necessary to implore a blessing from Deity.

Q. Why was you asked in whom you put your trust?

A. Agreeably to the laws of our ancient institution, no Atheist could be
made a Mason; it was therefore necessary that T should believe in Deity;
otherwise, no oath or obligation eould hind me. - ’

Q. Why did the Worshipful Master take you by the right hand, and bid
you rise, follow your leader and fear no danger!? _

A. As I was in darkness at that time and could neither foresee noravoid
danger, it was to remind me that T wasin the hands of an affectionate friend
in whose fidelity T might with safety confide.

Q. Why was you conducted three times regularly round the Lodge?

A. That the Worshipful Master, Wardens, and Brethren might see that
I was duly and truly prepared,

Q. Why did you meet with those several obstructions on the way?



MASONRY ILLUSTRATED. 35

A. This and every other Lodge is, or ought to be, a true representation
of King Solomon’s Temple, which, when completed, had guards stationed at
the East, West, and South gates.

Q. Why had they guards stationed at those several gates? .

A. To prevent any one from passing or repassing that was not duly qual-
ified.

Q. Why did you kneel on your left knee, and not on your right, or
both?

A, The left side has ever heen considered the weakest part of the body
it was therefore to remind me that the part I was then taking upon me waas
the weakest part of Masonry, it being that only of an Entered Appren-
tice.

Q. Why was your right-hand placed on the Holy Bible, Square and Com-
pass, and not your left, or both?

A. The right-hand has ever been considered the seat of fidelity, and our
ancient Brethren, worshiped Deity under the name of Fipes; which has
sometimes been represented by two right-hands joined together; at others,
by two human figures holding each other by the right-hand; the right-hand,
therefore, we use in this great and important undertaking, to signify in the
strongest manner posgible, the sincerity of our intentions in the business we
are engaged.

Q. Why did the Worshipful Master present you with a lamb- ﬂkm, or
white apron?

A. The lamb-skin has, in all ages, been deemed an emblem of innocence;
hie, therefore, who wears the lamb-skin, as a badge of a Mason, is thereby
r,unt.inun]ly reminded of that purity of life, and rectitude of conduet, which
is #0 essentially necessary to our gaining admission into the ﬂa!ashal Lodge
above, where the Supreme Architect of the Universe presides.

Q. Why did the Master make a demand of you of something of a metallic
nature ?

A. As I wasin a poor and penniless situnation at that time, it was to
remind me if ever I saw a friend, but more especially, a Brother, in the like
poor and penniless situation, that I should contribute as liberally to his
relief as my ablities would admit and bis situation required, without injur-
ing myself or family.

3. Why was you conducted to the north-east corner of the Lodge, and
there caused to siand upright like a man, your feet forming a sguave, re-
ceiving at the same time a solemn charge, ever to walk and act uprightly
before God and man 7

A. The first atone in every Masonic edifice is, or ought to be, placed at
the north-east corner, that being the place where an Entered Apprentice
Mason receives his first instructions to build his future Masonie edifice
upon.
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THIRD SECTION,

Q. We have been saying a good deal about a Lodge, T want to know
what constitutes a Lodge ?

A. A certain number of Free and Accepted Masons duly assembled in a
room, or place, with the Holy Bible, Square and Compass, and other Ma-
soni¢ implements, with & Charter from the Grand Lodge empuw&rmg them
to work,

Q. Where did our ancient Brethren meet before Lodges were erected?

A. On the highest hills, and in the lowest vales,

Q. Why on the highest hills, and in the lowest vales?

» The better to guard against cowans and enemies either ascending or
desneu&lng, that the Brethren might have timely notice of their approach
to prevent being surprised.

Q. What is the form of your Lodge?

. An oblong square.

How long? A. From East to West,

How wide? .4. Between North and South.

How high? A. From the surface of the earth to the highest heavens.
How deep? 4. From the surface to the center,

What supports your Lodge?

Three large Columns or Pillars,

What are their names?

Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty.

Q. Whyso? A. It is necessary there should be Wisdom to contrive,

Strength to support, and Beauty to adorn all grea.t and important under-
takings; but more especially this of ours,

(. Has your Lodge any covering ?
A. It has a clonded canopy, or starry-decked heaven, where all good
Mason's hope to arrive.
(). How do they hope to arrive there?
A. By the assistance of Jacob's ladder,
How many principal rounds has it got 1
Three. Q. What are their names?
Faith, Hope, and Charity.
What do they teach? :
Faith in Ged, Hope in immortality, and Charity to all mankind.
Has your Lodge any furniture?
It has, the Holy Bible, Square, and Compass.
To whom do they belong ?
The Bible to God, the Square to the Master, and the Companss to the

POPOOOLO
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Q. How explained?

A. The Bible to God, in being the inestimable gift of God to man, for
his instruction to guide him through the rugged paths of life; the Square
to the Master, it being the proper emblem of his office; the Compass to the
Craft—by due attention to which, we are taught to limit owr desires, curb
our ambition, subdue our irregular appetites, and keep our passions and
prejudices in due bounds with all mankind, but more especially with the
Brethren.

(). Has your Lodge any ornaments? '

A. It has; the Mosaie, or chequeréd pavement; the indented Tessel, that
beantiful tesselated border which surrounds it, with the blazing star in the
center,

Q. What do they represent?

A. The Mosaie, or chequered pavement, represents this world, which,
though chequered over with good and evil, yet Brethren may walk together
thereon and not stumble—the indented Tessel, with the blazing star in the
center, the manifold blessings and comforts with which we are surrounded in
this life, but more especially those which we hope to enjoy hereafter — the
Blazing star, the prudence which ought to appear econspieuous in the con-
duct of every Mason ; but more especially commemorative of the Btar which
appeared in the East, to guide the wise men to Bethlehem, to proclaim the
birth and the presence of the Son of Grod,

Q. Has your Lodge any lights?

A. Ithas three.

How are they sitnated?

East, West and South,

Has it none in the North?

It has not.

Why so?

+ Because this and every other Liodge is, or ought to be, a true represen-
tation of King Solomon’s Temple, which was situated north of the ecliptic;
the sun and moon therefore during their rays from the south, no light was to

beexpected from the north; we, therefore, Masonically, term the north a
place of darkness,

Q. Has your Lodge any Jewels?

A, It has six ; three movable and three immovable.

(). What are the three movable Jewels?

A. The Square, Level and Plumb,

Q. What do they teach?

A. The Square, morality; the Level, equality; and the Plimb, rectitade
of life and conduct.

Q. What are the three movable Jewels?

A. ThE rongh Ashlar, the perfect Ashlar, and the Trestle-Board.

POoPEPRPO
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Q. What are they ?

A. The rough Ashlar, is a stone in its rongh and natural state: the per-
fect Asblar is also a stone made ready by the working tools of the Fellow-
Craft to be adjusted in the building; and the Trestle-board is for the Master
workman to draw his plans and designs upon.

Q. What do they represent ?

A. The rongh Ashlar represents man in his rude and imperfect state by
nature; the perfect Ashlar also represents man in that state of perfection to
which we all hope to arrive by meana of a virtuous life and education, our
own endeavors, and the blessing of God. In erecting our temporal building
we pursue the plans and designs laid down by the master workman on his
Trestle-board ; but in erecting our spiritual building we pursue the plans and
designs laid down by the Supreme Geometrician of the Universe in the Book
of life which we, Masonically, term our spiritual trestle=board.

Q. Whom did you gerve?

A. My Master

Q. How long?

A. Six days. -

Q. What did you serve him with

A. Freedom, ferveney and zeal,

Q. What do they represent?

A. Chalk, Charcoal, and Earth.

Q. Why so?

A. There is nothing freer than Chalk, the slightest touch of which leaves
a trace behind ; nothing more fervent than heated Charcoal; it will melt the
most obdurate metals; nothing more zealous than the Earth to bring
forth.

Q. How is your Lodge situated?

A. Due east and west.

Q. Why so?

A. Because the sun rises in the east and sets in the west,

Q. A seeond reason?

A. The Gospel was first preached in the east, and is spreading to the
west.

Q. A third reasonf

A. Theliberal arts and sciences began in the east, and are extending to
the west.

Q. A fourth reason? -

A. Because all Churches and Chapels are, or ought to be, so situated,

Q. Why are all Churches and Chapels go sitnated?

A, Becanse King Solomon’s Temple was so situated.

Q. Why was King Solomon’s Temple so situated?

A, Because Moses, after conducting the Children of Terael through tne
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Red Sea, by Divine command, erected a tabernacle to God, and placed it
due east and west; which was to comemmorate, to the latest posterity, that
miraculous Bast wind that wrought their mighty deliverance; and this was
an exact model of King Solomon's Temple. Since which time, every well-
regulated and governed Lodge is, or ought to be, so situated.

. To whom did our aneient Brethren dedicate their Lodges?

A. To King Solomon,

Q. Why so? A. Because King Solomon was our most ancient Grand
Master.

Q. To whom do modern Masons dedicate their Lodges ?

A, To 8t. John the Baptist, and St. John the Evangelist,

Q. Why s0o? A, Because they were the two most ancient Christian
patrons of Masonry: and since their time, in every well-regulated and
governed Lodge, there has been a certain point within a circle, which ecircle
is bounded on the BEast and the West by two perpendicular parallel lines,
represénting the anniversary of St. John the Baptist, and St. John the
Evangelist, who were two perfect parallels as well in Masonry as Christi-
anity; on the vortex of which rests the ook of the Holy Scriptures, sup-
porting Jacob’s Ladder, which is said to reach to the watery clonds; and in
passing round this circle we naturally touch on both these perpendicular
parallel lines, as well as the Book of the Holy Scriptures, and while a
Mason keeps himself thus circumseribed, he cannot materially err. [Thus
ends the first degree of Masonry, and the reader, who has read and paid
attention to it, knows more of Masonry, than any Entered Apprentice in
Christendom, and more of this degree than one hundreth part of the Mas-
ter Masons, or even Royal Arch Masons; for very few even attempt to
learn the Lectures, or even the Obligations: They merely receive the
degrees, and there stop, with the exception of a fow who are fascinated with
the idea of holding an office: they sometimes endeavor to gualify themselves
to discharge the duties which devolve on them in their respective offices.
The offices of Secretary and Treasurer, are by some considered the most
important in the Lodge, particularly where there is much business
done.]

I will now introduce the reader to the second degree of Masonry, It is
geverally called passing, as will be seen in the lecture. I shall omit the
ceremonies of opening and closing, as they are precisely the same as in the
first degree, except two knocks are used in this degree, and the door is
entered by the benefit o&:ﬂ pass-word; it is Shibboleth. It will be explain-
ed in the lecture,

The Candidate, as before, is taken into the preparation room and prepared
in the mamner following: all his clothing taken off except his shirt; furn-
ished with a pair of drawers; his right breast bare; his left foot in a slipper,
the right bare; a Cable-Tow twice round his neck; semi-hoodwinked; in which:
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gituation he iz conducted to the door of the Lodge, where he gives two knocks,
when the Senior Warden rises and says, * Worshipful, while we are peaceably
at work on the second degree of Masonry, under the influence of faith, hope,
and charity, the door of our Lodge is alarmed.” Master to Junior Deacon,
‘ Brother Junior, inquire the canse of that alarm.” [In many Lodges they eome
to the door, knock, are answered by the Junior Deacon, and come in without
their heing noticed by the Senior Warden or Master,] The Junior Deacon
gives two raps on the inside of the door. The Candidate gives one without .
it is answered by the Junior Deacon with one, when the door is partly opened
by the Junior Deacon, who inguires, * Who eomes here ! who comes here ¥
The Senior Deacon, who is or ought to be, the conductor, answers, ‘A worthy
Brother who has been regularly initiated as an Entered .&pprentme Mason,
served a proper time as such, and now wishes for further light in Masonry
by being passed to the degree of Fellow-Craft” Junior Deacon to Senior
Deacon, Is it of his own free will and accord he makes this request? _Ana.
“It is” Junior Deacon to Senior Deacon, ‘Is he duly and tml_r,r pré-
pared 7" Ans. ‘Heis Junior Deacon to Senior Deacon, Is he worthy
and well qualified? .Ans. ‘He is” Junior Deacon to Senjor Deacon,
*Has he made suitable proficiency in the preceding degree? _Ans. ‘He has.’
[Very few know any more than they did the night they were initiated;
have not heard their obligation repeated, nor one section of the Lecture,
and in fact a very small proportion of Masons ever learn either.] Junior
Deacon to Senior Deacon, * By what further rights does he expect to obtain
this benefit? Ans. ‘By the benefit of a pass-word., Junior Deacon to
Senior Deacon, ‘Has /e a pass-word?' Ans. ‘He has not, but I have it
for him.” Junior Deacon to Senior Deacon, * Give it to me.” The Senior
Deacon whispers in the Junior Deacon’s ear, Shibboleth., The Junior Dea-
con says, ‘ The pass is right; gince this is the case, you will wait until the
Worshipful Master in the East is made acquainted with bis request, and
his answer returned.” The Junior Deacon then repairs to the Master and
gives two knocks, as at the door, which are answered by two, by the Master

when the same questions are agked and answers returned as at the door

after which the Master says, ‘Since he comes indued with all these neces-
sary qualifications, let him enter this Worshipful Lodge in the name of the
Lord, and take heed on what he enters” As he enters, the angle of the
square is pressed hard against his naked right breast, at which time the
Junior Deacon says, - Brother, when you entered this Lodge the first time,
you entered on the point of the compass pressing your naked left breast,
which was then explained to you. You now enter it on the angle of the
square, pressing your naked right breast, which is to teach you to act upon
the square with all mankind, but more especially with the Brethren’ The
Candidate is then conducted twice regularly round the Lodge, and halted at
‘the Junior Warden in the South, where he gives two raps, and is answered
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by two, when the same questions are asked and answers returned as at the
do r; from thence he is condueted to the Senior Warden, where the same
questions are asked and answers returned as before; he is then conducted
to the Master in the East, where the same questions are asked and answers
returned as before; the Master likewise demands of him, from whence he
came, and whither he was traveling; he answers, * From the West and
traveling to the East.” The Master asks, * Why do you leave the West and
travel to the Hast? dms. ‘In search of more light” The Master then
says to the Candidate, *Since this is the case, you will please conduact the
Candidate back to the West, from whenee he cams, and put him in eare of
the Senior Warden, who will teach him how to approach the Kast, * The
place of light, by advancing upon two upright regular steps to the second
step [ his heel is in the hollow of the right foot on this degree], his feet
forming the right angle of an oblong square, and his body erect at the altar
before the Worshipful Master, and place him in a proper position to take
the solemn oath, or obligation of a Fellow-Craft Magson. The Master then
leaves his seat and approaches the kneeling Candidate [the Candidate
kneels on the right knee, the left forming a square, his left arm as far as the
elbow in a horizontal position, and the rest of the arm in a vertical position,
8o a8 to form a square, his arm supported by the square held under his
elbow], and says, ‘ Brother, yon are now placed in a proper position to take
on you the solemn oath, or obligation of Fellow-Craft Mason, which, I assure
you, a8 befors, is neither to affect your religion nor politics: if you are
willing to take it, repeat your name and say after me,—

‘I, A. B, of my own free will and aceord, in the presence of Almighty
(iod, and this Worshipful Lodge of Fellow-Craft Masons, dedicated to God,
and held forth to the holy order of St. Jobn, do hereby and hereon most
solemnly and sincerely promise, and swear, in addition to my former ohbliga-
tion, that I will not give the degree of a Fellow-Craft Mason to any one of
an inferior degree, nor to any other being in the known world, except it be
to a true and lawful Brother, or Brethren Fellow-Craft Masons, or within
the body of a just and lawfully eonstituted Lodge of such; and not unto
him nor unto them whom I shall hear so to be, but unto him and them
only whom I ghall find so to be, after strict trial and due examination, or
lawful information. Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I will not
wrong this Lodge, nor a Brother of this degree, to the value of two cents
koowingly, myself, nor suffer it to be done by others if in my power to pre-
vent it. Furthermore do I promise and swear, that 1 will support the
Constitution of the Grand Lodge of the United States, and of the Grand
Lodge of this State, ander which this Lodge is held, and conform to all the
by-laws, rules, and regulations of this or any other Lodge, of which I may
at any time hereafter besome a member, as far as in my power. Further-
wore do I promise, and swear, that I will ocbey all regular signs and sum--
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mons’ given, handed, sent, or thrown to me by the hand of a Brother
Fellow-Craft Mason, or from the body of a just and lawfully constituted
Lodge, of such, provided that it be within the length of my Cable-Tow, or
square and angle of my work. Furthermore do I promise, and swear, that
I will be aiding and assisting all poor and penniless Brethren Fellow-
Crafts, their widows and orphans wheresoever disposed round the globe,
they applying to me as such, as fur as in my power without injuring myself
or family. To all which I do most solemuly and sincerely promise, and
swear, without the least hesitation, mental reservation, or self-evasion of
mind in me whatever, binding myself under no less penalty than to liave
wiy left breast torn open, and my heart and vitals taken from thence and
thrown over my left shoulder and carried into the valley of Jehosaphat,
there to become a prey to the wild heasts of the field and vultures of the
air, if ever I should prove willfully guilty of violating any part of this my
solemn oath, or obligation of a Fellow-Craft Mason; so keep me (od, and
keep me steadfast in the due performance of the same.” ¢ Detach your hands
and kiss the book, which is the Holy Bible, twice.” The bandage is now (by
one of the Brethren) dropped over the other eye, and the Master says,
‘Brother [at the same time laying his hand on the top of the Candidate’s
head], what do you most desire ¥ the Candidate answers after his prompter,
‘“More light,” The Master says, - Brethren, form on the square and assist in
bringing our new made Brother from darkness to light: “And God said, let
there be light, and there was light.” At this instant all the Brethren clap
their hands and stamp on the floor as in the preceding degree. The Master
«ays to the Candidate, ‘Brother, what do you discover different from
before” The Master says, after a short pause, ‘You now diseover one
point of the compass elevated above the square, which denotes light in this
degree; but as one iz yet in obseurity, it is tu remind you that you are yet
one material point in the dark, respecting Masonry.” The Master steps off
from the Candidate three or four steps, and says, ‘ Brother, you now dis-
cover me as Master of the Lodge, approaching you from the East, under the
gign and due-guard of a Fellow-Craft Mason, do as I do, as near as you can,
and keep your position” The sign is given by drawing your right-hand
flat, with the palm of it next to your breast, across your breast from the
left to the right side with some quickness, and dropping it down by your
side: the due-guard is given by raising the left arm uutil that part of it be-
tween the elbow and shoulder is perfectly horizontal, and raising the rest of
the arm in a vertical position, so that that part of the arm below the elbow,
and that part above it, form a square. This is called the due-guard of a
Tellow-Craft Mason. The two given together, are called the sign and due-guard
of & Fellow-Craft Mason, and they are never given separately; they would
not be recognized by a Mason if given separately. The Master, by the time
he gives his steps, sign, and due-guard, arrives at the Candidate, and says,
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*Brother, I now present you with my right-hand in token of Brotherly love
and confidence, and with it the pass-grip and word of a Fellow-Craft Mason.”
The pass, or more properly the pass-grip, is given by taking each other by
the right-hand as though going to shake hands, and each putting hig thumb
between the fore and second fingers where they join the hand, and pressing
the thumb between the joints. This is the pass-grip of a Fellow-Craft
Mason, the name of it is Shildoleth. Its origin will be explained in the
lecture—the pass-grip some give without lettering or syllabling, and others
give it in the same way they do the real grip; the real grip of a Fellow-
Craft Mason is given by putting the thumb on the jeint of the gecond
finger where it joins the Land, and erooking your thumb so that each can
stick the nail of his thumb into the joint of the other; this is the real grip
of a Fellow-Craft Mason; the name of it is Jaekin; it is given in the fol-
lowing manner: If you wish to examine a person, after having taken each
other by the grip, ask him, ‘ What is this?’  dns. ‘A grip, €. ‘A grip of
what? Ans. <The grip of a Fellow-Craft Mason” Q. ‘Has ita name ?'
Ans. Tt has’ - @. *Will you give it to me? Ans. ‘1 did not so receive it,
neither can I so impart it . *What will you do with it? das. ‘T'll
letter it or halve it.” Q. ‘Halve it and you begin?  Ans. ‘No, begin you.’
Q. ‘You begin? dns. ‘J-A." Q. *C-H-I-N.”  Ans. “JACHIN. @.
‘ Right, Brother Jachin, 1 greet youn.’

As the signs, due-guards, grips, pass-grips, words, pass-words, and their
several names comprise pretty much all the secrets of Masonry, and all the
information necessary to pass us as Masons, Tintend to appropriate a few
passages in the latter part of this work, to the exclusive purpose of explain-
ing them; T shall not, therefore, spend much time in examining them as I
progreas.—After the Master gives the (fandidate the pass-grip and grip,
and their names, he says, ¢ Brother, you will rise and salute the Junior and
Senior Wardens as such, and ¢onvines them that you have been regularly
passed to the degree of a Fellow-Craft Mason, and have got the sign and
pass-grip, real grip, and their names.” [I do not here express it as ex-
pressed in Lodges generally: the Master generally says, *You will arize and
salute the Wardens, &e. and convince them, &e. that you have got the sign,
pass-grip and word” Tt is obviously wrong, beeause the first thing be gives
ig the sign, then due-guard, then the pass-grip, real grip, and their names
TWhile the Wardens are examining the Candidate, the Master gets an apron
and returns to the Candidate and says,  Brother, T now have the honor of
presenting you with a Jamb-skin or white apron as hefore, which I hope you
will continue to wear with honor to yourself and satisfaction to the Brethren;
you will please carry it to the Senior Warden in the West, who will teach
you how to wear it as a Fellow-Craft Mason.’—The Seniov Warden ties on
his apron and turng up one corner of the lower end of the apron and tucks
it under the apron string. The Senior Deacon then conducts his pupil to
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the Master, who has by this time resumed his seat in the East, where he has,
or ought to have, the floor carpeted to assist him in his explanations. Mas-
ter to the Candidate, * Brother, as you are dressed, it is necessary you should
have tools to work with, I will therefore present you with the tools of a Fellow-
Craft Mason. They are the plumb, square and level. The plumb is an
instrument made use of by operative Masons to raise perpendiculars; the
square to square their work ; and the level to lay horizontals; but we, as
Free and Accepted Masons, are taught to use them for more noble and glo-
rions purposes; the plumb teaches us to walk uprightly in our several sta-
tions before God and man, squaring our actions by the square of virtue, and
remembering that we are traveling on the level of time to that undiscovered
country from whose bourn no traveler has returned. I further present you
with these precious jewels; their names are Faith, Hope, and Charity; they
teach us to bave faith in God, hope in immortality, and charity to all man-
kind! The Master to the Senior Deacon, ‘You will now eonduct the Can-
didate out of the Lodge, and invest him with what he has been divested.” Af-
ter he is elothed, and the necessary arrangements made for his Teception,
such as placing the columns and floor-carpet, if they have any, the Can-
didate is re-conducted back to the Lodge; as he enters the door the Senior
Deacon observes, ‘We are now about to return to the middle chamber of
King Solomon’s Temple.’ When within the door the Senior Deacon pro-
seeds, ‘ Brother, we have worked in speculative and operative Masonry;
they worked at the building of King Solomon’s Temple, and many other
Masonic edifices, they wrought six days, they did not work on the seventh,
because in six days Grod created the heavens and earth and rested on the
seventh day—the seventh therefore our ancient Brethren consecrated as a day
of rest, thereby enjoying more frequent opportunities to contemplate the
glorious works of creation, and to adore their great Creator.” Moving a step
or two the Senior Deacon proceeds, ‘ Brother, the first thing that attracts
our attention, are two large columns, or pillars, one on the left-hand and the
other on the right; the name of the one on the left-hand is Boaz, and de-
notes strength, the name of the one on the right-hard is Jachin, and denctes
establishment ; they collectively allude toa passage in Scripture, wherein God
hath declared in his word, ‘In strength shall this Flouse be established.’
These columns are eighteen cubits high, twelve in cireumference, and four
in diameter; they are adorned with two large Chapiters, one on each, and
these Chapiters, are ornamented with net-work, lily-work, and pomegranates ;
they denote unity, peace, and plenty. The net-work, from its connection,
denotes union ; the lily-work, from its whitness, purity and peace ; and the
pomegranate, from the exuberance of its seed, denotes plenty. They also
have two large globes or balls, one on each; these globes or ballg eontain on
their convex surfaces all the maps and charts of the celestial and terrestrial
bodies ; they are said to be thus extensive, to denote the universality of
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Masonry, and that a Mason's charity ought to be equally extensive. Their
composition is molten, or cast brass, they were cast on the banks of the river
Jordan, in the clay-ground between Suceoth, and Zaradatha, where King
Solomon ordered these and all other holy vessels to be cast; they were cast
hollow; and were four inches or a hand’s breadth thick; they were cast hollow
the better to withstand inundations and conflagrations—were the archives
of Masonry; and contained the constitution, rolls, and records. The Senior
Deacon having explained the columns, he passes between them, advancing a
step or two, observing as he advances, ‘Brother, we will purgue our travels;
the next thing that we come to, is a long winding staircase, with three, five,
Seven steps or more. The three first allude to the three principal supports
in Masonry, viz : wisdom, strength, and beauty; the five steps allude to the
five orders in architecture, and the fivo human senses; the five orders in ar-
chitecture, are, the Tuscan, Dorio, Ionie, Corintbian, and Composite ; the five
human senses, are, hearing, seeing, feeling, smelling and tasting; the three
first of which, have ever been highly essential among Masons; hearing, to
hear the word, seeing to see the sign, and feeling to feel the grip, whereby
one Mason may know another in the dark as well as in the light. The seven
steps allude to the seven sabbatical years, seven years of famine, seven years
in building the Temple, seven golden candlesticks, seven wonders of the
world ; seven planets, but more especially the several liberal arts and sClences,
which are grammar, rhetorie, logic, arithmetic, geometry, musie, and astron-
omy: for this and many other reasons, the number seven has ever been held
in high estimation among Masons.’ Advancing a few steps, the Senior Dea-
con proceeds; °Brother, the next thing we come to is the outer door of the
middle chamber of King Solomon’s Temple, which is partly open, but closely
Tyled by the Junior Warden” [t is the Junior Warden in the South who
represents the Tyler at the outer door of the middle chamber of King
Solomon’s Temple], who, on the approach of the Senior Deacon and candidate,
inquires, * Who comes here, who comes here? The Senior Deacon answers,
‘A Fellow-Craft Mason.” Junior Warden to Senjor Deacon, ‘ How do you
expect to gain admission?” 4. ‘By a pass and token of a pass.”  Junior
Warden to Senior Deacon, ‘Will you give them to me? The Senior Deacon
(or the Candidate, prompted by him) gives them; this and many other tokens
or grips, are frequently given by strangers, when first introduced to ecach
other ; ifgiv&ntualdaannhahﬂlimma&iahlj return it ; they can be given
in any company unchserved, even by Masons, when shaking hands. A pass
and token of a pass: the pags is the word Shibboleth; the token, alias the
pass-grip, is given as before described, by taking each other by the right-
hand ag if in shaking hands, and placing the thumb betwoen the fore finger
and second finger at the third joint, or where they join the hand, and press-
ing it hard enough to attract attention. In the lecture it is called a token,
but generally called the pass-grip; it is an undeniable fact that Masons
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express themselves so differently, when they mean the same thing, that they
frequently wholly misunderstand each otber.]

After the Junior Warden has received the pass Skibboleth, he inguires,
¢What does it denote?  dAns. ¢ Plenty.'—Junior Warden to Senior Deacon,
‘Why s0? Ans. ‘From an ear of corn being placed at the water-ford)
Funior Warden to Senior Deacon, ‘Why was this pass instituted?  dns,
*Tn eonsequence of a quarrel which had long existed between Jeptha, jndge
of Israel, and the Ephraimites, the latter of whom had leng been s sinbborn,
rebellious peopls, whom Jeptha had endeavored to subdue by lenicnt mea-
sures, hut to no effect. The Fphraimites being highly inceused against
Jeptha for not being ealled to fight, and share in the rich spoils of the Ammo-
nitish wer, assembled a mighty army, and passed over the river J ordan to
give Jeptha battle; but he being apprised of their approach, called together.
the men of Tsrael, and gave them battle, and put them to flight; and, to make
bis vietory more complete, he ordered guards to be placed at the different
passes on the banks of the river Jordan, and eommanded, if the Eyphraimites
passed that way, that they should pponounce the word Shibboleth ; but they,
being of a different tribe, pronounced it Seholeth, which trifling defect proved
them spies, and cost them their lives: and there fell that day, at the different
passes on the banks of the river Jordan, forty and two thousand.  This word
was also used by our ancient brethren to distinguish a friend from a foe, and
has since been adopted as a proper pass-word, to be given before entering
any well-regulated and governed Liodge of Fellow-Craft Masons.” * Bince
this is the case, you will pass on to the Qepior Warden in the West, for
further examipation.” As they approach the Senior Warden in the West,
the Seniur Deacon says to the Candidate, ‘Brother, the next thing we come
" tois the inner door of the middle chamber of King Solomon’s Temple, which
we find partly. open, but more closely tyled by the Senior Warden, when the
Qenior Warden inquires, * Who comes here? who comes here?  The Senior
Deacon answers, ¢ A Fellow-Craft Mazon.” Senior Warden to Rerior Deacon,
« How do you expect to gain admission? Ans. ‘ By the grip and word” The
Senior Warden to the Junior Deacon, * Will you give them to me?"  They
are then given as hercinbefore deseribed. The word is Jockin. After they
are given, the Senior Warden says, ¢ They are right; you can pass on to the
Worshipful Master in the East. As they approach the Worshipful Master,
he inquires, ¢ Who comes here? who comes here? Junior Deacon answers,
¢ AFollow-Craft Mason.” The Master then says to the Candidate, “Brother,
you have been admitted into the middle chamber of King Solomon’s Temple,
for the sake of the letter G- It denotes Deity, before whom we all ought
to bow with revercnce, worship and adore. Tt also denotes Geometry, the
fifth science, it being that on which this degree was principally founded. By
Geometry we may curiously trace nature through her varions windings to her
most concealed recesses: by it, we may discover the power, the wisdom, and
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the goodness of the grand Artificer of the Universe, and view with delight
the proportions which eonneet this vast Machine: by it, we may diseover
how the planets move in their different orbits, and demonstrate their varions
revolutions: by it, we aceount for the return of scasons, and the variety of
geenes which each sesgon displays to the discerning eyve. Numberless worlds
surronnd ug, all formed by the same divine Architect, which roll through this
vagt expanse, and all conducted by the same unerring law of nature. A
survey of nature, and the observations of her beautifal propertions, first
determined man to imitate the divine plap, and study symmetry and order
The Architeet hegan to degign; and the plans which be laid down, being
improved by cxperience and time, have produced works which ave the admi-
ration of every age. The lapse of time, the ruthleds hand of ignorance, and
the devastations of war have laid waste and destroyed many valuable monu.
ments of antiquity, on which the utmost exertion of human genius has been
employed.  Even the Temple of Solomon, so spacious and magnificent, and
eonstructed by so many celebrated artists, escaped not the unsparing ravages
of barbarous force. The eftentive esr receives the sound from the instructive
fomgue, and the mysteries of Free Masonry are safely lodged in the repository
of faithful breasts. Tools and implements of architecture, and symbolie
emblems, most expressive, are selected by the fraternity, to imprint on
the mind wise and serions truths; and thus, through a suceeszsion of ages,
are transmitted, unimpaired, the most excellent tenets of our institution)
Here ends the work part of the Fellow-Craft’s degree. It will be observed
that the Candidate has received, in this place, the gecond section of the lec-
ture on this degree. This course is not generally pursued, but it is much
the most instruetive method, and when it 13 omitted, T generally eonelude
that it is for want of a knowledge of the lecture. Monitorial writers (who
are by no means coeval with Magonry), all write or copy very much after
each other, and they bave all ingerted in their books all those clanses of the
several lectures which are not considered by the wise ones as tending to de-
velop the secrets of Masonry. In some instances, they change the phra-
seology = little; in others, they are literal extracts from the leetures. This,
it is eaid, is done to facilitate the progress of learners, or young Masons,
when in faet, it has the contrary effect. All lecture teachers (and there are
many traveling about the country, with recommendations from some of their
distingunished brethren), when they come to any of those clauses, will say to
their pupils, T have not committed that, it iz in the Monitor, you can learn.
it at your leisure” This course of procedure subjects the learner to the
necessity of making his own questions, and, of course, answering monitorially,
whether the extracts from the lectures are literal or not. Again, there is
not a perfect sameness in all the Monitors, or they conld not all get copy-
rights; hence the great diversity in the lectures as well as the work., The
following charge is, or ought to be, delivered to the Candidate after he has
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got through the ceremonies; but he is generally told, ‘It is in the Monitor,
and you ean read it at your leisure:’

‘Brother, being advanced to the seecond degree of Masonry, we congratu-
late you on your preferment. The internal, and not the external, qualifica-
tions of a man, are what Masonry regards. As you increase in knowledge,
you will improve in social intercourse.

It is unneeessary to recapitulate the duties which, az 2 Mason, you are
bound to discharge; or enlarge on the necessity of a strict adherence to
them, as your own experience must have established their value. -

“Our laws and regulations you are strenuously to support; and be always
ready to assist in seeing them doly ezecuted. You are not to palliate
or aggravate the offenses of your brethren; but in the decision of every
trespass against our rules, you arc to judge with candor, admonish with
friendship, and reprehend with justice.

*The study of the liberal arts, that valuable branch of education, which
tends so effectually to polish and adorn the mind, is earnestly recommended
to your consideration; especially the science of Geometry, which is estab-
lished as the basis of our art. Geometry, or Masonry, originally synony-
mous terms, being of a divine moral nature, is enriched with the most useful
knowledge; while it proves the wonderful properties of nature, it demon-
strates the more important truths of morality,

‘Your past bebavior and regular deportment have merited the honor
which we have now conferred; and in your new character it is expected
that you will conform to the principles of the Order, by steadily persevering
in the practice of every commendable virtue.

‘Such is the nature of your engagements as & Fellow-Craft, and to these
duties you are bound by the most sacred ties)’

I will now proeeed with the Lectures on this degree. It is divided into
two sections.

SECTION FIRST..

Q. Are you a Fellow-Craft Mason?

A. T am—try me,

Q. By what will you be tried?

A. By the square.

Q. Why by the square?

A. Because it is an emblem of virtue,

Q. What is a sguare?

A. An angle extending to ninety degrees, or the fourth part of a cirele,
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Q. Where was you prepared to be made a Fellow-Craft Mason!

A. In a room adjacent to the body of a just snd lawfully constituted
Lodge of such, duly assembled in a room or place, representing the middle
chamber of king Solomon’s Temple,

Q. How was you prepared?

A. By being divested of all metals; neither naked nor clothed; barefoot
nor shod; hoodwinked; with a cable-tow twice round my neek; in which
situation I was condueted to the door of the Lodge, where I gave two
distinet knocks.

Q. What did those two distinet knocks allude to?

A. The second degree in Masonry, it being that on which I was about
to enter.

(. What was said to youn from within?

A. Who comes here? who comes here?

Q. Your answer?

A. A worthy Brother who has been regularly initiated as an Entered
Apprentice Mason; served a proper time as such, and now wishes for further
light in Masonry by being passed to the degree of a Fellow-Craft.

Q. What was then said to you from within?

A. I was asked if it was of my own free will and aceord T made this re-
quest; if I was duly and truly prepared; worthy and well quahfied, and had
made guitable proficiency in the preceding degree; all of which being an-
swered in the affirmative, I was asked, by what further rights I expected to
sbtain so great a henefit.

Q. Yonr angwer?

A. By the benefit of a pass-word,

Q. What is that pass-word? .4, Shibboleth.

Q. What further was said to you from within?

A. I'was bid to wait until the Worshipful Master in the East was made
acquainted with my request, and his answer returned.

Q. After his answer was returned, what followed?

A. T was caused to enter the Lodge,

Q. How did you enter?

A. On the angle of the square presented to my naked right breast in the
name of the Lord. '

Q. How was you then disposed of 1

A. I was condueted twice regularly round the Lodge, and halted at the
Junior Warden in the Svuth, where the same questions were asked and an-
swers returned as at the door.

Q. How did the Junior Warden dispose of you?

A. He ordered me to be conducted to the Senior Warden in the West,
where the same questions were asked, and answers returned as before,

Q. How did the Senior Warden dispoge of you?
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A, He ordered me to be conducted to the Worshipful Master in the East,
where the same questions were asked, and answers returned as before, who
likewise demanded of me from whence I came, and whither T was traveling.

). Your answer!?

A. From 'the West, and traveling to the HEast.

Q. Why do you leave the West and travel to the Hast?

A. In search of more light.

Q. How did the Worshipful Master then dispose of you!?

A. He ordered me to be condueted baek to the West, from whenee I came,
and put in care of the Senior Warden, who taught me how to spproach the
East, by advancing upen two upright, regular steps to the second step, my
feet forming the right angle of an oblong square, and my body erect at the
altar before the Worshipful Master.

Q. What did the Worshipful Master do with you!

A, He made a Fellow-Craft Mason of me.

Q. How? 4. In due form.

(). What was that due form?

A. My right knee bare, bent, my left knee forming a square, my right hand
on the Holy Bible, square and compass, my left arm forming an angle sup-
ported by the square, and my hand in a vertical position, in which posture I
took npon me the solemn oath or obligation of a Fellow-Craft Mason, [Ses
page 33 for obligation.]

Q. After your oath or obligation, what was said to you!?

A. T was asked what T most desired. -

Q. Your answer? 4. More light.

Q. On being brought to light, what did you discover different from before?

A. One point of the compass elevated above the square, which denoted
light in this degree, but as one point was yet in obseurity, it was to remind me
that 1 was yet one material point in the dark respecting Masonry.

(). What did you next diseover?

A. The Worshipful Master approaching me from the East, under the
sign and due-guard of a Fellow-Craft Mason, who presented me with his
right-hand in token of brotherly love and confidence, and proceeded to give
me the pass-grip and word of a Fellow-Craft Mason, and bid me rise and
salute the Junior and Senior Wardens, and eonvince them that I had been
regularly passed to the degree of a Fellow-Craft, and had the sign, grip,
and word of a Fellow-Craft Mason.

(). What did you next diseover?

A. The Worshipful Master approaching me a pecond time from the Hast,
who presented me with a lamb-skin, or white apron, which he said he hoped
I would continue to wear with honor to myself, and satisfaction and advan-
tage to the brethren.

Q. What was yon next presented with?
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A. The working-tools of a Fellow-Craft Mason.

Q. What are they?

A. The Plumb, Square, and Level.

Q. What do they teach? (T think this question ought to be, * How
explained?")

A. The Plamb is an jnstrument made use of by operative Masons to raise
perpendicnlars; the Square, to square their work; and the Level to lay
horizontals; but we, as Free and Acecepted Masons, aro tanght to make unse
of them for more noble and gloricus purposes: the Plumb asdmonishes us
to walk uprightly in our several stations before Grod and man, squaring our
actions by the square of virtue, and remembering that we are all traveling
upon the level of time to that undiscovered country from whose bourn no
traveler returns.

What was you next presented with?

Three precions jewels.

What were they? 4. Faith, Hope, and Charity.

What do they teach?

Faith in God, hope in immortality, and charity to all mankind.

How was you then disposed of ?

I was conducted out of the Lodge, and invested of what I had been
divested.

FPOFOOFDO

SECOND SECTION.

Q. Have you ever worked as o Fellow-Craft Mason?

A. Thave, in speculative; but our forefathers wrought both in speculative
and operative Masonry.

Q. Where did they work?

A. At the building of King Solomon’s Temple, and many other Masonic
edifices.

Q. How long did they work? A. Six days.

Q. Did they not work on the seventh?

A, They did not.

Q. Why so?

A. Because in six days (od created the Hoavens and the Farth, and
rested on the seventh day; the seventh day, therefore, our ancient brethren
vonsecrated as a day of rest from their labors; thereby enjoying more fre-
quent opportunities to contemplate the glorious works of ereation, and adore
their great Creator!

Q. Did you ever return to the sanctum sanctorum, or holy of holies of
King Solomon's Temple?

A. T did. @. By what way?

A. Through a long porch or alley.

Q. Did anything particular strike your attention on your return?
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A. There did, viz: two large columns, or pillars, one on the left-hand and
the other on the right.

(). What was the name of the one on your left-hand?

A, Boaz, to denote strength,

(). What was the name of the one on your right-hand?

A. Jaclin, denoting establishment.

Q). What do they collectively alinde to?

A, A passage in Seripture wherein God has declared in his word, ‘In
strength shall this House be established.’

. What were their dimensions !

A. Eighteen cubits in hight, twelve in circumference, and four in diameter

(). Were they adorned with anything ?

A, They were, with two large Chapiters, one on each.

Q). Were they ornamented with anything ?

A, They were with wreaths of net-work, lily-work and pomegranates.

Q). What do they denote?

A. Unity, peace and plenty, . Why so?

A. Net-work, from its connection, denotes union ; lily-work, from its white-
ness and purity, denotes peace; and the pomegranate, from the exuberance
of its seed, denotes plenty.

). Were those columns adorned with anything further?

A. They were, viz: two large globes or balls, one on each.

(). Did they contain any thing?

A. They did, viz: All the maps and charts of the celestial and terrestrial
bodies.

(). Why are they said to be so extensive?

A. To denote the universality of Masonry, and that a Maeon’s charity
ought to be equally extensive.

(. What was their composition?

A. Molten, or cast brass. €. Who cast them?

A. Our Grand Master, Hiram Abiff,

Q. Where were they cast?

A. On the bauks of the river Jordan, in the elay-ground between Suecoth
and Zaradatha, where King Solomon ordered these and all other Holy ves-
gela to be cast,

Q. Were they east sound, or hollow? A, Hollow.

Q. What was their thickness?

A. Four incheg, or a hand's-hreadth,

(). Why were they cast hollow?

A. The better to withstand inundations and eonflagrations; were the ar-
chives of Masonry, and contained the constitution, rolls and records.

). What did you next come to?

A. A long winding staircase, with three, five, seven steps or more.
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Q. What do the three steps allude to? _

A. The three principal supports in Masonry, viz: wisdom, strength, and
beauty.

Q- What do the five steps allude to ¥

A. The five orders in architecture, and the five human senses.

Q. What are the five arders in architecture ?

A, The Tuscan, Dorie, Ionie, Corinthian, and Composite.

Q. What are the five human senses 7

A. Hearing, seeing, feeling, smelling, and tasting ; the first three of which
nave ever been deemed highly essential among Masons; hearing, to hear the
word; seeing, to see the sign; and feeling, to feel the grip, wherely one Mason
may know another in the dark, as well as in the light,

Q. What do the seven steps allude to?

A, The seven sabbatical years, seven years of famine, seven years in
building the Temple, seven golden candlesticks, seven wonders of the world,
seven planets; but more especially the seven liberal arts and seiences, which
are grammar, rhetorie, logie, arithmetic, geometry, musie, and astronomy.
For these, and many other reasons, the number seven bas ever been held in
high estimation among Masons,

(}. What did you next come to?

A. The outer door of the middle chamhber of King Solomon’s Temple,
which I foand partly open, but closely tyled by the Junior Warden.

Q. How did you gain admission ?

A. By a pass, and token of a pass.

Q. What was the name of the pass? A. Shibboleth.

Q. What does it denotg? 4. Plenty, @. Why so?

“A. From an ear of corn being placed at the water-ford.

Q. Why was this pass instituted ?

A, In consequence of a quarrel which had long existed between Jeptha,
judge of Israel, and the Epbraimites; the latter of whom had long been a
stubborn, rebellious people, whom Jeptha had endeavored to subdue by lenient
measures; but to no effect. The Ephraimites being highly incensed agrainst
Jeptha, for not being called to fight and share in the rich spoils of the Am-
monitish war, assembled a mighty army, and passed over the river Jordan to
give Jeptha battle; but he, being apprised of their approach, called together
the men of Isracl, and gave them battle, and put them to flight; and to make
his vietory more comyplete, he ordered guards to be placed at the different passes
on the banks of the river Jordan, and commanded, if the Ephraimites passed
that way, that they should pronounce the word Shiddolatk, but they, being of a
different tribe, pronounced it Seboleth ; which trifling defect proved them spies,
and cost them their lives; and there foll that day at the different passes on the
banks of the river Jordan, forty and two thousand. This word was also used
by our %mient brethren to distinguish a friend from a foe, and has since been
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adopted ag a proper pass-word to be given before entering any well-regula-
ted and governed Lodge of Fellow-Craft Masons.

(). What did you next come to?

A. The iuner door of the middle chamber of King Solomon’s Temple,
which I found partly open, but closely tyled by the Senior Warden.

Q. How did you gain admittance?

A. By the grip and word.

Q. How did the Senior Warden dispose of you?

A. He ordered me to be conducted to the Worshipful Master in the East,
who informed me that I had been admitted into the middle chamber of King
Solomon's Temple for the sake of the letter G

. Does it denote anything ?

A. Tt does: Derry, before whom we should all bow with reverence,
worship and adore. It also denotes Geometry, the fifth science; it being
that on which this degree was principally founded.

Thus ends the second degree of Masonry.

— i m e S S e Eh AN B AEREE

THE THIRD, OR MASTER-MASON'S DEGREE.

Tugr traditional acconnt of the death, several burials, and resurrection of
Hiram Abiff, the widow's son [as hereafter narrated], admitted as facts,
this degree is certainly very interesting. The Bible informs us, that there
was a person of that name employed at the building of King Solomon’s
Temple; but neither the Bible, the writings of Josephus, nor any other
writings, however ancient, of which I have any knowledge, furnish any in-
formation respecting his death. It certainly is very singular, that a man
so celebrated as Hiram Abiff, who was an arbiter between Solomon, king of
Israel, and Hiram, king of Tyre, universally acknowledged as the third most
distinguiched man then living, and in many respects the greatest man in
the world, should pass off the stage of action in the presence of king Solo-
mon, three thousand three bundred grand overseers, and one hundred and
fifty thousand workmen, with whom he had spent & number of years, and
neither king Solomon, his bosom friend, nor any other among his numerous
friends ever recorded his death or anything about him. I make these
remarks now, hoping that they may induce some person who hag time and
eapacity to investigate the subject, and promulgate the result of their inves-
tigations. I shall let the subjeet rest where it is at present; it’ is not
intended that it should form any part of this little volume. The principal
object of this work is to lay before the world a true history of Free Masonry.
without saying anything for or against it.
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A person who has received the two preceding degrees, and wishes to be
raised to the sublime degree of a Master-Mason, is then [the Lodge being
opened as in the preceding degrees] condueted from the preparation room to
the door [the manner of preparing him is particularly explained m the
lecture], where he gives three distinet knocks, when the Senior Warden rises
and says, * Worshipful, while we are peaceably at work on the third degree of
Masonry, under the influence of humauity, Brotherly love, and affection, the
door of vur Lodge appears to be alarmed.”  The Master to the Junior Dea-
con,* Brother Junior, inquire the cause of that alarm. The Senior Deacon
then steps to the door, and answers the three knocks that had been given, by
three more [these knoelks are much louder than those given on any occa-
sion, other than that of the admission of Candidates in the geveral degrees]
one knock is then given without, and answered by one from within, when the
door is partly opened, and the Junior asks, *Who comes there ? who comes
there 7 who comes there ¥ The Senior Deacon answers, ¢ A worthy Bro
ther, who has been regularly initiated as an Entered Apprentice Mason,
passed to the degree of a Fellow-Craft, and now wishes for further light in
Masonry, by being raised to the sublime degree of a Master-Mason.” Ju-
pior Deacon to Senior Deacon, ‘Is it of his own free will and aeeord, he
makes this request? Ans. ‘Itis” Junior Deacon to Senior Deacon,
<Is he duly and truly prepared ¥ Ans. ‘Heis Junior Deacon to Senior
Deacon, ‘Ts he worthy and well qualified® Awns, *Heis” Junior Dea-
aom to Senior Deacon, ¢ Has he made suitable proficiency in the preceding
Jegrees P Ans. ‘He has’ Junior Deacon to Senior Deacon, ‘By what
further rights does he expect to obtain this bonefit?” Ans. By the benefit
af a pass-word” Junior Deacon to Senior Deacon, ‘Has ke a pass-word ¥
Ans. *He has not, but T have got it for him.” The Junior Deacon to Se-
nier Deacon, * Will you give it to me 17 The Senior Deacon then whispers
in the ear of the Junior Deacon, ‘Tubal Cwin.’ Junior Deacon says, * The
pass is right. Sinee this is the case you will wait until the Worshipful
Master be made acquainted with his request and his answer returned.’” The
Junior Deacon then repairs to the Master and gives three knocks at the
door ; after apswering which, the same questions are asked and answers
returned, as at the door, when the Master says, “Since he comes indued with
all these necessary qualifieations, let him enter this Worshipful Lodge in
the name of the Lord, and take heed on what he enters’ The Jumior
Deacon returns to the door and says, ‘Let him enter this Worshipful Lodge,
in the name of the Tiord, and take heed on what he enters” In entering,
both points of the compass are pressed against his naked right and left
breasts, when the Junior Deacon stops the Candidate and says, ‘ Brother,
when you first entered this Lodge, you was received on the point of the.
compasd pressing your naked left breast, which was then explained to you;
when you entered it the second time yon was received on the angle of the
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square, which was also explained to you; on entering it now you are received
on the two exireme points of the compass pressing your naked right and
Jeft breasts, which are thus explained: As the most vital parts of man are
contained between the two breasts, so are the most valuable tenets of Ma-
sonry contained between the two extreme points of the compass, which are
Virtue, Morality, and Brotherly love” The Senior Deacon then conducts
the (fandidate three times regularly round the Lodge. [I wish the reader
to observe, that on this, as well as every other degree, that the Junior
Warden is the first of the three principal officers that the Candidate passes,
traveling with the sun when he starts round the Lodge, and that as he passes
the Junior Warden, Senior Warden, and Master, the first time going ronnd,
they each give one rap; the second time, two raps; and the third time, three
raps each., The number of raps given on these occasions are the same a3
the number of the degree, except the first degrec, on which three arve given,
I always thought improperly.] During the time the Candidate is traveling
round the room, the Master reads the following passage of Seripture, the
conductor and Candidete traveling, and the Master reading, so that the
traveling and reading terminates at the same time: * Remember now thy
Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come nof, nor the
years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them; while the
sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not darkened, nor the clouds
return after the rain: in the day when the keepers of the house shall trem-
ble, and the strong men ghall bow themselves, and the grinders ecease
becauge they are few, and those that look out of the windows be darkened,
and the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the sound of the grinding is
low, and he shall rise up at the voice of the bird, and all the daunghters of
music shall be brought low. Also, when they sball be,afraid of that which
is high, and fears shaill be in the way, and the almond tree shall flourish,
and the grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire shall fail: because man
goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about the streets; or even the
gilver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or the pitcber be broken
at the fountain, or the wheel at the cistern. Then shall the dust return to
the earth as it was; and the spirit return unto God who gave it.” The
conductor and Candidate halt at the Junior Warden in the South, where
the same guestions are asked and answers returned as at the door; he 18
then conducted to the Senior Warden in the West, where the same ques~
tions are asked and answers returned as before; from thence he is con-
ducted to the W. Master in the East, who asks the same questions and
receives the same answers as before, and who likewise asks the Candidate,
from whenee he came, and whither he is traveling, Ane. ‘From the West,
and traveling to the East” @. ‘Why do you leave the West, and travel to
the East? Ans. ‘In search of more ligtt” The Master then says to the
Senior Deacon, ‘You will please conduct the Candidate back to the West,
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from whence he came, and put him ir care of the Senior Warden, and re-
quest him to teach the Candidate how to approach the East by advanemg
upon three upright regular steps to the third step, his feet forming a square,
bis body erect at the altar, before the Waorshipful Master, and place him in
@ proper position to take upon him the solemn oath or obligation of a Dlns-
ter-Mason.”  The Master then comes to the Candidate and gays, ‘ Brother,
you are now placed in a proper position [the Jecture explaius it] to take tpon
you the solemu oath or obligation of a Master- Magon, which, I assure you,
as before, is neither to affect your religion nor polities, If you are willing
to take it, repeat your name, and say after me o’

‘I, A B., of my own free will and accord, in presence of Almighty God,
and this worshipful Lodge of Master-Masons, crected to God, and dedicated
to the holy order of St. John, do hereby and hereon, most solemnly and
sincerely promise and swear, in addition to my former obligations, that T will
not give the degree of a Master-Mason, to any one of an inferior degree, nor to
any other Leing in the known world, exeept it be to a true and lawful Brother
or Brethren Master-Masons, or within the body of a Just and lawfully constitu-
ted Lodge of such; and not unto him, nor unto them, whom I shall bear so to
be, but unto bim and them only whom I shall find so to be after strict tial and due
examination, or lawful information received. Furthermore, do I promise and
swear, that, [ will not give the Master’s word, which I shall heroafter receive,
neither in the Lodge nor out of it; except it be on the five points of Fellowship
and then not above my breath. Purthermore, do I promise and swear, that, Y
will not give the grand hailing sign of distress, except T am in real distress, or
for the benefit of the Craft when at work ; and should T ever see that sign given
or the word accompanying it, and the person who gave it, appearing to be in dis-
tress, I will fly to his relief at the risk of my life, should there be a greater
probability of saving his life, than losing my ewn. Furthermore, do I prom-
ise and swear, that, I will not wrong this Lodge, nor a Brother of this degree,
to the value of one cent, knowingly, myself, nor suffor it to be done by others
if in my power to prevent it. Furthermore, do 1 promise and swear, that,
I will not beat the initiating, passing, and rajsing a Candidate at one eom-
munieation, without a regular dispensation from the Grand Lodge for the
same. Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that, T will not be at the ini-
tiating, passing, or raising a Candidatein a clandestine Lodge, T knowing
it to be such. Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that, T will not be at
the initiating of an old man in dotage, a young manin non-age, an Atheist,
irreligious libertine, idiot, madman, hermaphrodite, nor woman. Further-
more, do I promise and swear, that, T will not speak evil of a Brother Mas-
ter-Mason, neither behind his back nor before his face, but will apprize him
of all approaching danger, if in my power. Furthermore, do I promise and
swear, that, I will not violate the chastity of a Master-Magon’s wife, mother,
sister, or daughter, I knowing them to be such, nor suffer it t be done by
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others, 1f in my power to prevent it. Furthermore, do I promise and swear
that, T will support the Constitution of the Girand Lodge of the state of
ander which this Lodge is held, and conform to all the by-laws, rules and
regulations of this, or any other Lodge of which I may at any time hereafter
become a member. Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that, I will obhey
all regular signs, summons or tokens, given, handed, sent, or thrown to me
from the hand of a Brother Master-Mason, or from the body of & just and
lawfully constituted Lodge of such, provided it be within the length of
my Cable-Tow. Furthermore, do I premise and swear, that, a Master-Ma-
son’s secrets, given to me in charge as such, and Thnowing him to be such,
shall remain as socure and inviclable in my breast, as in his own, when eom-
municated to me, murder and treason excepted; and they left to my own
eleetion.  Furthermore, do 1 promise and swear, that, I will goona Master-
Mason's errand whenever reguired, even should T have to go barefoot, and
barchead, if within the length of my Cable-Tuw,  Furthermore, do T prom-
ise and swear, that, T will always remember a Brother Master-Mason, when
on my knees offering np devotions to Almighty God.  Furthermore, do I
promise and swear, that, I will be aiding and assisting all poor, indigent Mas-
ter-Masons, their wives and orphans, wheresoever disposed round the globe;
as far as in my power, without injuring myself cr family materially. Fur-
thermore, do I promise and gwear, that, if any part of this my solemn oath
or obligation be omitted at this time, that T will hold myself amenable thereto
whenever informed.  To all which I do mest solemunly and siveerely promise
and swear, with a fixed and steady purpose of mind in me to keep, and per-
form the same, binding myself under no less penalty, than to have my bedy
gevered in two in the midst, and divided to the North and Seuth, my howels
burnt to ashes in the center, and the ashes seattered before the four winds of
beaven, that there might not the least tract or trace of remembrance remain
among men or Masons of so vile and perjured a wreteh as I should be, were
I ever to prove willfully guilty of viclating any part of this my solemn oath
or obligation of a Master-Mason, 2o help me God, and keep me steadfast,
in the due performance of the same.” The Master then asks the Candidate,
‘What do you most desire? The Candidate answers after bis prempter,
‘More Light” The bandage, which was tied round kis head in the prepara-
tion room, is, by one of the Brethren who stands bebind bim for that pur-
pose, loosened and put over both cyes, and le is immediately brought to
light in the same manner ag in the preceding degree, except three stamps on
the floor, and three claps of the bands are given in this degree. On being
brought to light, the Master says to the Candidate, * You first diseover, as
before, three groat lights in Masonry by the assistavce of three lesser, with
this difference; both points of the compass, are eclevated above the square,
which denctes to yon, that you are about to receive all the light that can be
cenferred on youin a Master's Lodge.” The Master steps back from the
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Candidate and says, ° Brother, you now discover me, as Master of this
Lodge, approaching you from the East, under the sign and due-guard of »
Master-Mason.” Thesign is given by raising both hands and arms to the
elbows perpendieularly, one on either side of the head, the elbows forming a
square. The words accompanyiog the sign in ease of distress, are * O Lord,
my God, is there no help for the widow's son’ As the last words drop
from your lips, you let your hands full in that manner best caloulated to in-
dicate solemoity. King Solomon is said to have made this exelamation on
the receipt of the information of the death of Hiram Abbiff. Masonsare all
charged never to give the words, exeept in the dark, when the sign cannoct
be seen. Here Masons differ very much; some contend that Solomon gave
this sign, and made this exclamation when informed of Hiram's death, and
work accordingly in their Lodges. Others say the sign was given and the
exclamation made at the grave, when Solomon went there to raise Hiram,
and of course they work accordingly; that is tosay, the Master who governs
a Lodge holding the latter opinion, gives the sign, &e. at the grave, when
be goes to raise the body, and vice versa. The due-guard is given by put-
ting the right-hand to the left side of the bowels, the hand open with the
thumb next to the belly, and drawing it across the belly, and letting it fall ; this
is done tolerably quick. After the Master has given the sign and due-guard,
*which do not take more than a minute, he says, ‘Brother, I now present
you with my right-hand in token of Brotherly love and affection, and with
it the pass-grip and word” The pass-grip is given by pressing the thumb
betwecn the joints of the second and third fingers where they join the hand;
the word or name is Twbal Cain. Tt isthe pass-word to the Master's de-
gree. The Master, after giving the Candidate the pass-grip and word, bids
him rise and salute the Junior and Senior Wardens, and convince them that
he is an obligated Master-Mason, and is in possession of the pass-grip and
word. While the Wardens are examining the Candidate, the Master returns
to the East and gets an apron, and as he returns to the Candidate, one of
the Wardens, sometimes hoth, says to the Master, “We are satisfi ed that Br,
.18 an obligated Master-Mason.” The Master then says to the Candi-
date,  Brother, I now have the honor to present you with a lamb-gkin or
white apron, as hefore, which T hope you will eontinue to wear with erodit to
yourself, and satisfaction and advantage to the Brethren; you will please
carry it to the Senior Warden in the V''est, who will teach you how to wear
it as a Master-Mason,

The Senior Warden ties on the apron, and lets the flap fall down hefore in
its natural and common situation.

The Master returns to his seat and the Oandidate is conducted to him.
Master to Candidate, ‘Brother, I perceive you are dressed, it is of course
necessary you should have tools to work with. T will now present you with
the working tools of a Master-Mason, and explain their uses to von. The
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trowel is an instrument made use of by operative masons t: spread the ce-
ment which unites a building into one common mass; but we, as free and
accepted Masons, are taught to make use of it for the more noble and glo-
ricus purpose of spreading the cement of Brotherly love and affection; that
eement which unites usinto one sacred band or society of friends and bro-
thers among whom no contention should ever exist, but that noble gontention or
ruther emulation of who can best work or best agree. 1 also present you
with three precious jewels ; their names are Aumanity, frendship, and brother-
Iy Tove,

‘Brother, you are not yet invested with all the secrets of this degree, nor
do Tknow whether you ever will until I know how you withstand the amaz-
ing triasls and dangers that await you,

‘You are now about to travel to give usa specimen of your fortitude, per-
severance, and fidelity in the preservation of what you have already received.
—Fare you well, and may the Lord be with you, and support you throngh
all your trials and difficnlties” [Insome Lodges they make him pray be-
fore he starts.] The Candidate is then conducted out of the Lodge, clothed,
and retnrns ; as he enters the door, his conductor gays to him,  Brother, we
aTe now in a place representing the sanctum sanclorum, or holy of holies of
King Solomon’s Temple. It was the custom of vur Grand Master, Hiram
Abbiff, every day at high twelve, when the Crafts were from labor to refresh-
ment, to enter into the sanctum sancforum, and offer up his devotions to the
ever living God.  Let us, in imitation of him, kneel and pray.” They then
kneel, and the conduetor says the following prayer: ¢Thou, O Ged, know-
est our downsitting and upriging, and understardest our thoughts afar off,
shield and defend us, from the evil intentions of our enemies, and support us
under the trials and afilictions we are destined to endure while traveling
through this vale of tears. Man that is born of a woman, is of few days and
full of trouble. He cometh forth az a flower, and is cut down; he flecth
also ag a shadow, and continueth not.  Seeing his days are determined, the
number of his months are with thee, thou bast appointed his bounds, that
he cannot pass; turn from him, that he may rest, until he shall aceomplish
his day. For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout
again, and that the tender branch thereof will not cease. But man dieth
and wasteth away; yea, man giveth up the ghost, amd where ishe? As the
waters fail from the sea, and the flood decayeth and drieth up, 80 man lieth
down, and riseth not up until the heavens shall be no more. Yet, O Lord!
have compassion on the children of thy creation; administer unto them com-
fort in time of trouble, and save them with an everlasting salvation. Amen,
8o mote it be.” They then rise, and the conductor says to the Candidate,
* Brother, in further imitation of cur Grand Master, Hiram Abbiff, Iet us retire
at the South Gate.” They then advance to the Junior Warden [who rep-
resents Jubela, one of the ruffians] who execlaims, * Who comes here? [The
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room i8 dark or the Candidate hoodwinked], the conductor answers, ¢ Our
Grand Master, Hiram Abbiff." * Our Grand Master, Hirem Abbif ! exclaims
the ruffian, ‘he is the very man I wanted to see Seizing the Candidate
by the throat at the same time, and jerking him about with violence, * Give me
the Master-Mason's word, or I'll take your life,” The conductor replies, ‘I
eannot give it now, but if you will wait until the Grand Lodge assembles at
Jerusalem, if you are found worthy, you shall then receive it, otherwise you
cannot.’ The ruffian then gives the Candidate 2 blow with the twenty-fow
inch gauge across the throat, on which he fled to the West gate; where he
was acoosted by the second ruffian, Jubelo, with more violence, and on his
refusal to eomply with his request, he gave him a severe blow with the square
across his breast; on which he attempted to make his escape at the East
gate, where he was accosted by the third ruffian, Jubelum, with still more
violenee, and on refusing to comply with his request, the ruffian gave him
a violent blow with the common gavel, on the forehead, which brought bim
to the floor; on which one of them exclaimed, “What shall we do; we have
killed our Grand Master, Hiram Abbiff? another answers, * Let's earry him out
at the K. gate and bury him in the rubbish until low twelve, and then meet
and carry him a Westerly course and bury him." The Candidate is then
taken up in a blanket, on which he fell, and carried to the W. end of the
Lodge, and covered up and left; by this time the Master has resumed his
peat (King Solomon is supposed to arrive at the Temple at this juncture),
snd calls o order, and asks the Senior Warden the cause of all that confu-
sion; the Senior Warden answers, ‘Our Grand Master, Hiram Abbiff, iz missing,
snd there are no plans or designs laid down on the Trestle-hoard, for the crafts
w pursue theirlabors” The Master, aliss King Solomon, replies, ‘Our Grand
Master missing? Our Grand Master has always been very punctual in his
attendance ; I fear he is indisposed ; assemble the Crafia and search in and
about the Pemple, and see if he can he found” They all shuffle abount the
floor awhile, when the master calls them to order, and asks the Senior War-
den *what success,” he answers, “We cannot find our Grand Master, my lord,
The Master then orders the secretary to call the roll of workmen, and see
whether any of them are missing. The secretary calls the roll, and says, ‘I
have called the roll, my lord, and find that there are three missing, via: Jubela,
Jubelo and Jubelum.” His lordship then observed ; “This brings to my mind
a circumstance that took place this morning ; twelve Fellow-Crafts, elothed in
white gloves and aprons, in token of their innoeence, came to me and con-
fessed that they twelve, with three others, bad conspired to extort the Mas-
ter-Mason’s word from their (3rand Master, Hiram Abbiff; and in case of re-
fusal, to take hig life—they twelve had recanted, but feared the other three
had been base emough to carry their atracious designs into execution.’
Solomon then ordered twelve Fellow-Crafts to be drawn from the bands of the
workmen, elothed in white gloves and aprons, in token of their innocence, and
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sent three ecagt, three west, three north and three south, in search »f the
ruffians, and if found, to bring them forward. Here the members all shuffle
about the floor awhile, and fall in with a reputed traveler, and inguire of him
if he had seen any traveling men that way; he tells them that he had seen
three that morning near the coast of Joppa, who from their dress and ap-
pearance were Jews, and were workmen from the temple, inquiring for o pass

age to Ethiopia, but were unable to obtain oue in consequence of an embar-
go which had recently been Jaid on all the shipping, and had turned back
into the country,

The Master now calls them to order again, and asks the Senior Warden.
‘what suceess;” he answers by relating what had taken place; Solomon ob-
serves, ‘I bad this embuargo Inid to preveut the ruffians from making their
eseape, and ndds, ‘you will go and scarch again, and seareh until you find
them, if possible, and if they are not found, the twelve who confessed, shall
be considered as the reputed murderers, and suffer accordingly.” The mem-
bers all start again and shuffle about awlile, until one of thom, as if by ae-
cident, finds the body of Hiram Abbiff; alias the Candidate, and hails his
traveling eompanions, who join him, and while they are hlumming out some -
thing over the Condidate, the three reputed ruffians, who are seated in a
private corner near the Candidate, are hoard to exelaim in the fullowing
manner ; firat, Julelo, *O that my throat kad been eut acrogs, my tongue
torn out, and my boedy buried in the rough sands of the sea at low water-
mark, where the tide ebbs and flows twice in twenty-four hours, ere T had
been aceessory to the death of so good a man as our Grand Master, Hiram
Abbiff,

The second, Jubelo, O that my left breast had been torn cpen, and my
heart and vitals taken from thence and thrown over my left shoulder, carried
into the vailey of Jehosaphat, and there to beeowe a prey to the wild beasts
of the ficld and vultures of the air, ere T Liad conspived the death of so gooc
a man as our Grand Master, Hiram Abbiff)

The third, Jubelwn, <0 that wy body had been severed in two in the
widst, and divided to the North and the Scuth, my bowels burnt to ashes in
the center, and the ashes seattered by the four winds of heaven, that there
might not the least track or trace of remembranee vemain amwong men, or
Masons of so vile and perjured a wretch as T am—Al, Jubela and Jubeo,
it was I that strnck him harder than you both; it was T that gave him the
fatal blow; it was T that killed him outright., The three Fellow-Crafts,
who had stood by the Candidate all this time listening to the ruffians, whose
voices they recognized, say one to the other, ‘What shall we do, there are
three of them, and only three of us;’ ‘it is,” said ome, in reply, ‘our cause is
good, let us geize them;’ on which they rush forward, seize and carry
them to the Master, to whom they relate what had passed; the Master then
addresses them in the following [they in many Lodges kneel, or lie down in
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token of their guilt and penitence.] *Well Jubela, what bhave you got to
say for yourself, guilty or not guilty ' .dns. ‘Guilty my Lord. ‘Jubelo,
guilty or not gulty? .dws. *Guilty my Lord.” ‘Jubelum, guilty or nut
guilty ? _dws. *Guilty my Lord.” The Magter to the three Fellow-Crafts who
took thew : ‘Take them without the west gate of the Temple and have
them executed according to the several imprecations of their own mouths)
They are then hurried off to the west end of the room, Here this part of
the farce ewds, The master then orders fifteen Follow-Crafts to Lo selected
from the bands of the workmen, and seut three East, three West, three North,
three South, and three in aed albout the temple in seareh of their grand
Mastor, Hiram Abbiff (in some Lodges they only send twelve, when ther awn
lectures say fifteen, were scnt) and charges them if they find the body to
examine carvefully on and about it for the master's word, or a key to it
The three that traveled a westerly course, come to the Candidate and finger
about him a little and are called to order by the Master, when they report
that they had found the grave of their grand Master, Hiram Abbiff, and on
moving the earth until they come to the body, they involuntarily fvund their
hands raised in this positon (showing it at the same time; it is the due-guard
of this degree) to guard their nostrils against the offensive effluvia which
arose from the grave, and that they had searched carcfully on and about the
body for the Master's word, but had not disecovered anything but a faint
resemblance of the letter G on the left breast. The Master, on the receipt
of this information (raising himself ), raises his hands three several times
above his head, [as hereinbefore described], and exelaims, * Nothing but a
faint resemblance of the letter G! that is not the Master's word, nor a key
to it. I fear the Master's word is forever lost | Nothing but a faint resem-
blance of the letter G! that is not the Master's word, nor a key to it, I
fear the Master's word is forever lost!” [The third exclamation is different
frota the other two—attend to it, it has been deseribed in page 597, * Nothing
but a faint resemblance of the letter G ! that is not the Master's word, nor
a key to it. O Lord, my God, is there no help for the widow's soni® The
Master then orders the Junior Warden to summon a Lodge of Entered
Appredtice Masons, and repair to the grave and try to raise the body of their
Grand Master, by the Entered Apprentice’s grip. They go to the Candi-
date and take hold of his fore-finger and pull it, return and tell the Master
that they could not raise him by the Entered Apprentice's grip, that the
gkin cleaved from the bome. A Lodge of Fellow-Crafts are then sent,
who act as before, except they pull the Candidate’s second finger. The
Magter then direets the Senior Warden [generally] to summon a Lodge of
Master-Masons and says, ‘I will go with them IﬂjHBIf in person, and try to
raise the body by the Master's grip, or lion's paw.” [Some say by the strong
grip or lion’s paw]. They then all assemble tnun-:l the Candidate, the
Master having declared that the first word spoken atter the body was raised,



64 MASONRY ILLUSTRATED.

should be adopted as a substitute for the Master's word, for the government
of Master-Mason's Lodges in all future generations; Le proceeds to raise
the Candidate, alias the representative of the dead body of Hiram Abhiff,
He [the Candidate], is raised on what is called the five points of fellowship,
which are foot to foot, knee to knee, breast to breast, hand to back, and
mouth to ear. This is done by putting the inside of your right foot to
the inside of the vight foot of the person to whom you are going to give the
word, the inside of your knee to his, laying your right breast sgaiust lis,
your left hands on the back of each other, and your months to each other's
right ear [in which position alone you are permitted to give the word), and
whisper the word Mak-lef-bone. The Master's grip ig given by taking
hold of each other’s right hand ag though you were guing to shake hands,
and sticking the pails of caeh of your fingers into the joint of the other's
wrist where it unites with the hand. In this position the Candidate is
raised, be keeping his whole body stiff, as though dead. The Master in
raising him is assisted by some of the brethren, who take hold of the Can-
didate by the arms and shoulders; as soon as he is raised to his feet, they step
back, and the Master whispers the word Muh-hali-fone in his ear and cavses
the Candidate to repeat it, telling him at the same time that he must never
give it in axy manner other than that which he receives it.—Ie is also told
that Mok-kalk-lone signifies marrow in the bone.—They then separate, and
the Master makes the following explanation respecting the five points of fel-
lowship.—Master to Candidate, ‘ Brother, foot to foot, teaches you that you
should whenever asked, go on a brother's errand if within the length of your
Cable-Tow, even if yon should have to go barefoot and barchead. Knee
to koee, that you should always remember a Master-Mason in your devo-
tion to Almighty God. DBreast to breast, that yon should keep the Master-
Mason’s seerets, when given to you in charge as such, as secure and juvio-
lable in your breast, as they were in his own before eommunicated to yom,
Hand to back, that you should support & Master- Mason behind his buck as
well as before his face. Mouth to ear, that you should suppert his good
name as well behind his back as before his face) After the Candidate is
through what iz ealled the work part, the Master addresses him in the fol-
fowing manner; Brother, you may suppose from the manner you have been
dealt with to-night, that we have been fooling with you, or that we lave
treated you differently from others, but T assure you that is not the case.
You have this night represented ane of the greatest men that ever lived, in
the tragical catastrophe of his death, burial and resurrection; I mean Hiram
Abbiff, the widow's son, who was slain by three ruffians at the building of
King Solomon’s Temple, and whe in his inflexibility, integrity and fortitude,
never was surpassed by man. The history of that momentous event is thus
related. Masonis tradition informs us that at the building of King Solo-
mons Temple, fifteen Fellow-Crafts discovered that the Temple was almoss
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finished, and not having the Master-Magon’s word, became very impatient,
and entered into a horrid conspiracy to extort the Master-Mason’s word from
their Grand Master, Hiram Abbiff, the first time they met him alone, or take
his life, that they might pass as Masters in other countries and reeeive
wages as such; but before they could accomplish their desigus, twelve of
them recanted, but the other three were base enough to earry their atrocions
designs into execution. Their names were Jubela, Jubelo and Jubelum.,

‘Tt was the custom of our Grand Master, Hiram Abhiff, every day at high
twelve, when the Crafts were from labor to refreshment, to enter into the
sanctum sanclorum and offer up hiz devotions to the ever living God, and
draw out his plans and designs on his Trestle-board for the Crafts to pursue
their labor. On a certain day (not named in any of the traditional ac-
counts), Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubelum, placed themgzelves at the south, west,
and east gates of the Temple. And Hiram having finished his devotions
and labor, attempted (as was his usual custom) to retire at the south gate,
where he was met by Jubela, who demanded of him the Master-Masen’s
word (some say the secrets of a Master-Magon), and on his refueal to give
it, Jubela pives him a violent blow with the twenty-four inch gauge across
the throat; on which Hiram fled to the west gate, where he was accosted in
the same manner by Jubelo, but with more violence—Hiram told him that
he could not give the word then, because Solomon, King of Israel, Hiram,
King of Tyre, and himself, had entered into a solemn league, that the word
never should be given unless they three were present, but if he would wait
with patience, until the Grand Lodge assembled at Jerusalem, if he was
then found werthy he should receive it, otherwise he could not ; Julelo re-
plied in a very peremptory manner; ‘If you do not give me the Master’s
word, T'll take your life; and on Hiram's refusing to give it, Jubelo gave
him & severe blow with the square across the left breast, on which he fled
to the cast gate, where he was acoosted by Jubelwm in the same manner, buat
with still more violenece. Here Hiram reasoned as before; Jubelum told
him that he had heard his caviling with Jubela and Jubelo long enongh, and
that the Magter's word had be&n:prumised to him from time to time, for a long
time, that he was still put off and the temple was almost finished, and he was
determined to have the word or take his life; ‘I want it so that T may be able
to get wages as a Master-Mason in any country to which I may go for em-
ployment, after the Temple is finished, and that T may be able to support my
wife and children.” Iiram, persisting in his refusal; Jubelum gave him a vio-
lent blow with the gavel on the forehead, which felled him to the floor and
killed him:—they took the body and carried it out of the west gate and buried
it in the rubbish until low twelve at night (which is twelve o'cloek), when
they three met agreeably to appointment, and carried the body a westerly
pourze and buried it at the brow of a hill in a grave dug due east and west, six
feet perpendicular, and made their escape. King Solomon coming up to
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the Temple at low six in the morning (as was bis nsueal custom), found the
Crafts all in confusion ; and on inquiring the cause, was informed that their
Grand Master, Hiram Abbiff was missing, and there were no plans and de-
signs Jaid down on the Trestle-board for the Crafts to pursue their labor.
Solomon ordered immediate search to be made in and about the Temple for
bim; no discovery being made, he then ordered the Secretary to call the
roll of workmen to see if any were missing; it appearing that there were
thres, viz: Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubelum > Solomon obeerved, ‘This brings to
my mind & ecircumstance that took place this morning. Twelve Fellow-
Crafts came to me dressed in white gloves and aprons in token of their in-
nocence, and confessed that they twelve, with three others, had conspired to
extort the Master-Mason's word from their Grand Master, Hiram Abbiff,
and in case of his refusal to take his life; they twelve had recanted, but
feared the other three had been base enongh to carry their atrocious design
into execution.” Solomon immediately ordered twelve Fellow-Crafts to be
selected from the bands of the workmen, clothed in white gloves and aprons
in token of their innocence, and sent three East, three West, three North,
and three South, in search of the ruffians, and if found to bring them up
before him.—The three that traveled a westerly course, coming near the
coast of Joppa, fell in with a wayfaring man, who informed them that he
- had seen three men pass that way that morning, who, from their Appearance
and dress, were workmen from the Temple, inquiring for a passage to
Ethiopia, but were unable to obtain one in consequence of an embargo which
had recently been laid on all the shipping, and had turned back into the
country. After making still further and more diligent search, and making
no further discovery, they returned to the Temple and reported to Solomon
the result of their pursuit and inquiries. On which Solomon directed them
to go and search again, and scarch until they found their Grand Master,
Hiram Abbiff, if possible, and if he was not found, the twelve who had
confessed, should be considered as the murderers and suffer accord-
ingly. .

They returned again in pursnit of the ruffians, and one of the three that
traveled a westerly course, being more weary than the rest, sat down at the
brow of a hill to rest and refresh himself; and, in attempting to rise,
enught hold of a sprig of cassia, which easily gave way, and excited his
curiosity, and made him suspicious of a deception, on which he hailed his
companions, who immediately nssembled, and, on examination, found that
the earth had been recently moved; and on moving the rubbish, discovered
the appearance of a grave; and while they were confabulating about what
measures to take, they heard voices issuing from a cavern in the clefts of
the rocks, on which, they immediately repaired fo the place, where they
heard the voice of Jubela exclaim, ‘O! that my throat had been cut ACTO8S,
and my {ongue torn out, and my body buried in the rough sands of the ses
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at low water-mark, where the tide ebbs and flows twice in twenty-four
hours, ere T had been accessory to the death of so good a man as our Grand
Master, Hiram Abbiff’—on which, they distinctly heard the voice of Jubdo
exclaim, ‘O! that my breast had been torn open, and my heart and vitals
taken from thence and thrown over my left shoulder, to the valley of Je-
hasaphat, there to become a prey to the wild beasts of the field and vultures
of the air, ere T had conspired to take the life of so good a man as our
Grand Master, Hiram Abbiff’—when they more distinctly heard the voice
of Jubelum exclaim, ‘0! that my body had been savered in twoin the midst,
and divided to the north and the south, my bowels burnt to ashes in the
center, and the ashes scattered by the four winds of heaven, that there
might not remain the least track or trace of remembrance among men oT
Masons of so vile and perjured a wretch as I am, who willfully took the
life of 8o good a man as our Grand Master, Hiram AbHfE. Ah! Jubela and
Jubelo, it was T thet struck him harder than you hown! it was I that gave
him the fatal blow! it was I that killed him outright " On which, they
rushed forward, seized, bound, and carried them up before King Solomon,
who, after hearing the testimony of the three Fellow-Crafts, and the three
ruffians having plead guilty, ordered them to be taken out at the west gate
of the Temple and exccuted agreeable to the several imprecations of their
own mouths. King Solomon then ordered fifteen Fellow-Crafts to he
selected from the bands of the workmen, clothed with white gloves and
aprons, in token of their innocence, and sent three East, three West, three
North, three South, and three in and about the Temple, in search of the
their Grand Master, Hiram Abbiff; and the three that traveled a westerly
course found it under that sprig of Cassia where a worthy Brother sat
down to rest and rofresh himself; and on removing the earth until they
came to the coffin, they involuntarily found their hands raised, as herein-
before desceribed, to guard their nostrils against the offensive efflavia that
arose from the grave. It is also said that the body had laid there fourteen
days, some say fifteen. The body was raised in the manner hereinbefore
deseribed, carried up to the Temple, and buried as explained in the closing
clanses of the lecture. Not one-third patt of the preceding history of this
degree is ever given to a Candidate. A few general desultory, unconnected
remarks are made to him, and be is generally referred to the manner of
raising, and the lecture, for information as to the particulars. Here follows
a charge which ought to be, and sometimes is, delivered to the (Candidate
aftor hearing the history of the degree.
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AN ADDRESS TO BE DELIVERED TO THE CANDIDATE AFTER THE
HISTORY HAS BEEN GIVEN.

* Brother, your zeal for the institution of Masonry, the progress you have
made in the mystery, and your conformity to cur regulations, have pointed
you out ag a proper object of our favor and esteem.

*You are bound by duty, honor, and gratitude, to be faithful to your
trust; to support the dignity of your character on every cceasion: and
to enforce, by precept and example, obedience to the tencts of the Qrder.

"In the character of a Master-Mason, you are authorized to correct the
errors and irregularities of your uninformed Brethren, and to guard them
against a breach of fidelity. ‘

‘To preserve the reputation of the Fraternity unsullied, must be your
ennstant eare; and for this purpose it is your provinee to recommend to
your inferiors, obedience and submission; to your equals, courtesy, an
aflability ; to your superiors, kindness and condescension. Universal he-
nevolence you are always to inculeate; and, by the regularity of your own
behavior, afford the bhest example for the conduct of others less informed.
The ancient landmarks of the Order, intrusted to your care, you are care-
fully to preserve; and never suffer them to be infringed, or countenance a
deviation from the established usages and customs of the fraternity. -

‘Your virtue, honor, and reputation are eoncerned in supporting with
dignity the character you now bear. Let no motive, therefore, make you
swerve from your duty, violate your vows, or betray your trust; hut be true
and faithful, and imitate the example of that celebrated artist whom you
this evening represent; thus you will render yourself deserving the honor
which we have conferred, and merit the confidence that we have reposed.’

Here fullows the lecture on this degree, which is divided into three sec-
tions. :

SECTION FIRST.

Q. Are you o Master-Mason? -

A. I am—try me, prove me—disprove me, if you ean.

Q. Where was you prepared to be made a Master-Mason ?

A. In a room adjacent to the body of a just and lawfully congtituted
Lodge of such, duly assembled in a room, representing the sanctum san
rum, or holy of holies, of King Bolomon’s Temple. '

Q. How was you prepared ?

A. By being divested of all metals; ncither naked nor clothed; bare-
foot nor shod; with a Cable-Tow three times about my naked body; in
which posture I was conducted to the door of the Lodge, where I gave three
distinet knocks.
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Q. What did those three distinet knocks allude to ?

A. To the third degree of Masonry; it being that on which I was about
to enter.

Q. What was said to you from within ?

A, Who comes there ! who comes there 7 who comes there?

Q. Your answer ?

A. A worthy Brother, who has been regularly initiated as an Entered
Apprentice Mason, passed to the degrees of a Fellow-Craft, and now wishes
for further light in Masonry by being raised to the sublime degree of a
Master- Magon.

Q. What further was said to you from within?

A. I was asked if it was of my own free will and accord I made that
request; if I was duly and truly prepared; worthy and well gualified, and
had made suitable proficiency in the preceding degrees; all of which being
answered in the affirmative, I was asked by what further rights I expected
to obtain that benefit.

Q. Your answer ?

A. By the benefit of a pass-word.

Q. What is the pass-word ?

A, Tubad Cain.

Q. What next was said to you ?

A. T was bid to wait until the Worshipful Master in the Hast was made
acquainted with my request, and his answer returned.

Q. What followed after his answer was returned ?

A. T was caused to enter the Lodge on the two extreme points of the
compass, pressing my naked right and left breasts, in the name of the
Lord.

Q. How was you then disposed of ?

A. I was conducted three times regularly round the Lodge, and halted at
the Junior Warden in the South, where the same questions were asked and
answers returned as at the door. .

Q. How did the Junior Warden dispose of you ?

A. He ordered me to be conducted to the Senior Warden in the West
where the same guestions were asked and answers returned as before.

Q. How did the Senior Warden dispose of yon?

A. He ordered me to be conducted to the Worshipful Master in the East,
where, by him, the same questions were asked and answers returned as
before, who likewise demanded of me, from whence [ came, and whither I
was traveling,

Q. Your answer®

A. From the East and traveling to the West

Q. Why do you leave the East and travel to the Wesé

A InE&mrﬂh of light.
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Q. How did the Worshipful Master then dispose of you ?

A. He ordered me to be conducted back to the West, from whence I
came, and put in care of the Senior Warden, who taught me how to ap-
proach theHast, by advancing upon three upright regular steps to the third
step, my feet forming a square, and my body erect at the altar before the
Worshipful Master.

Q. What did the Worshipful Master do with you ?

A. He made an obligated Master-Mason of me.

Q. How? A. In due form.

Q. What was that due form ?

A. Both my knees bare bent, they forming & square; both hands on the
Holy Bible, square, and compass; in which posture I took upon me the
solemn oath or obligation of a Master-Mason.

Q. After your obligation, what was said to you?

A. What do you most desire ?

Q. Your answer?

A. More light. [The bandage round the head is now dropped over the
eyes.] -

Q. Did you receive light? 4. I did.

Q. On being brought to light on this degree, what did you first dis-
cover

A. Three great lights in Masonry, by the assistance of three less, and
both points of the compass elevated above the square, which denoted to me
that I had received, or was about to receive all the light that could be con-
ferred on me in a Master’s Lodge.

Q. What did you next discover?

A. The Worshipful Master approaching me from the east under the sign
and due-guard of a Master-Mason, who presented me with his right-hand
in token of Brotherly love, and confidence, and proceeded to give me the
pass-grip and word of a Master-Mason [the word is the name of the pass-
grip], and bid me rise and salute the Junior and Senior Wardens, and con-
vince them that I was an ohligated Master-Mason, and had the sign, pass-
grip and word. [Tubal-Cain.]

Q. What did you next discover 1

A. The Worshipful Master approaching me a second time from the east,
who presented me with a lamb-skin or white apron, which he said he hoped
I would continue to wear with honor to III]'H-&H, and satisfaction and advant-
age to the Brethren.

Q. What was you next presented with?

A, The working tools of a Master-Mason,

Q. What are they?

A. All the implements of Magonry indiseriminately, but more especially
the trowel



MASONRY ILLUSTRATED. 71

Q. How explained ?

A. The trowel is an instrument made use of by operative Masons to
spread the cement which unites a building into one common mass, but we, as
free and accepted Masons, are taught to make use of it for the more noble
and glorious purpose, of spreading the cement of Brotherly love and affec
tion; that eement which unites us into one sacred band or society of Bro-
thers, among whom no contention should ever exist, but that noble emula-
tion, of who can best work or best agree.

Q. What was yon next presented with?

A. Three precious jewels.

Q. What are they ?

A. Humanity, Friendship, and Brotherly love.

Q. How was youn then disposed of ?

A. T was conducted out of the Lodge and invested with what I had been
divested, and returned again in due season. |

SECTION SECOND.

Q. Did you ever return to the sanctum sanctorum or holy of holies of
King Solomon’s Temple?

A. T did. : -
Q. Was there anything particular took place on your return?

A. There was, viz: I was aceosted by three raffians, who demanded of me
the Master-Mason’s word.

Q. Did you give it to them?

A. T did not, but bid them wait with time and patience until the Grand
Lodge assembled at Jerusalem ; and then, if they were found worthy, they
should receive it; otherwize they could not.

Q. In what mauner was you accosted?

A. In attempting to retire at the South gate, I was accosted by one of
them, who demanded of me the Master-Mason’s word, and on my refusing
to comply with his request, he gave me a blow with the twenty-four inch
gauge across my breast, on which I fled to the West-gate, where I was ac-
costed by the second with more violence, and on my refusing to comply with
his request, he gave me a sovere blow with the square across my breast, on
which I attempted to make my escape wt the east gate, where I was aceost-
ed by the third with still more violence, and on my refusing to comply with
his request, he gave me a violent blow with the common gavel, on the fore-
head, and brought me to the floor.

Q. Whom did you represent at that time?

A. OurGrand Master, Hiram Abbiff, who was slain at the building of King
Bolomon’s Temple.

Q. Was his death premeditated?
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A. Tt was, by fifteen Fellow-Crafts, who conspired to extort the Master
Muson's word; twelve of whom recanted, but the other three were base
ennugh to carry their atrocious designs into execution.

Q. What did they do with the body?

A. They carried it out at the West gate of the Temple and hnr:&d it until
low twelve at night, when they three met agreeably to appointment, and car-
ried it a westerly course from the Temple, and buried it under the brow
of a hill in a grave six feet due east and west, six feet perpendicular, and
made their escape.

). What time was he glain?

A. At high twelve at noon, when the Crafts were from labor to refresh-
ment.

Q. How came he to be alone at that time?

A. Beeanse it was the usual custom of our Grand Master, Hiram Abbiff,
every day at high twelve, when the Crafts were from labor to refreshment, to
enter into the sanctum sanctorum or holy of holies, and offer up his adora-
tions to the ever living God, and draw out his plans and designs on his
Trestle-hoard for the Crafts to pursue their labor.

(). At what time was he misaing?

A. Atlow six in the morning, when King Solomon came up to the Tem-
ple as usnal to view the work, and found the Crafts all in confusion, and on
inquiring the cause, he was informed that their Grand Master, Hiram Abbift
was missing, and no plans or designs were laid down on the Trestle-board for
the Crafts to pursue their labor,

). What observations did King Solomon make at that time?

A. He observed that our Grand Master, Hiram Abbiff had always been
very punctual in attending, and feared that he was indisposed, and ordered
search to be made in and about the Temple, to see if he could be found.

Q. Search heing made, and he not found, what further remarks did King
Solomon make?

A. He ohserved, he feared some fatal accident had befallen our Grand
Master, Hiram Abbiff; that morning, twelve Fellow-Crafts, clothed in white
gloves and aprons in token of their innocence, had confessed that they twelve,
with three others, had conspired to extort the Master-Mason’s word from
their Grand Master, Hiram Abbiff, or take his Life ; that they twelve had re-
eanted, but feared the other three had been base enough to carry their atro-
cious designs into execution.

Q. What followed?

A. ng Sclomon ordered the roll of workmen to be called to ses if £here

-were any missing.

Q. The roll being called, were there any missing?

A. There were three, viz: Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubelum,

Q. Were the ruffiana ever found?
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A. They were.

Q. How?

A. By the wisdom of King Solomon who ordered twelve Fellow-Crafts to
be selected from the bands of the workmen, clothed in white gloves and
aprong, in token of their innocence, and sent three east, three west, three
north, and three south in search of the ruffians, and if found to bring them
forward,

Q. What suecess ?

A. The three that traveled a westerly courge from the Temple, coming
near the coast of Joppa, were informed by a wayfaring man, that three men
had been seen that way that morning, who from their appearance and dress
were workmen from the Temple, inquiring for a passage to Ethiopia, but
were unable to obtain one in consequence of an embargo which bad recently
been laid on all the shipping, and had turned back into the country.

Q. What followed ?

A, King Solomon ordered them to go and search again, and search until
they were found, if possible, and if they were not found, that the twelve
who had confessed should be considered aa the reputed murderers, and suffer
accordingly.

Q. What success !

A, One of the three that traveled a westerly course from the Temple,
being more weary than the rest, sat down under the brow of a hill to rest
and refresh himself, and in attempting to rise, caught hold of a sprig of
cassia, which easily gave way, and excited his curiosity and made him sus-
picious of a deception, on which he hailed his companions, whe immediately
assembled, and on examination, found that the earth had recently been
moved, and on moving the rubbizh discovered the appearance of a grave;
and while they were confabulating about what measures to take, they heard
voices issuing from a cavern in the clefts of the rocks; vn which they im-
mediately repaired to the place, where they heard the voice of Jubela exelaim,
(), that my throat had been eut across, my tongue torn out, and my body
buried in the rough sands of the sea at low water-mark, where the tide
ehbs and flows twice in twenty-four hours, ere I had been accessory to the
death of 80 good a man as our Grand Master, Hiram Abbiff’ On which
they distinetly heard the voice of Jubelo exelaim, “0, that my left hreast
had heen torn open, and my heart and vitals taken from thence, thrown over
my left shoulder, carried to the valley of Jchosaphat, there to bocome a
prey to the wild beasts of the ficld and vultures of the air, ere I had con-
spired to take the life of so good a man as our Grand Master, Hiram Ab-
biff!* when they more distinctly heard the voice of Jubelum exelaim, O,
that my body had been severed in two in the midst, and divided to the
North and the South, and my bowels burnt to ashes in the center, and the
ashes scattered before (or by) the four winds of heaver that there might
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not remain the least track or trace of remembrance among men or Masons
of 8o vile and perjured a wretch as I am, who willfully took the life of so
good a man a8 our Grand Master, Hiram Abbiff! Ah, Jubela and Jubelo, it
was I that struck him harder than you both, it was I that gave him the
fatal blow, it was I that killed him outright” On which they rushed
forward, seized, bound and carried them up to the Temple to King Solo-
mon.

(. What did King Solomon do with them ? :

A. He ordered them to be execnted agreeably to the several impreecations
of their own mouths,

Q. Was the body of our Grand Master, Hiram Abbiff, ever found ?

A. It was. Q. How!?

A, By the wisdom of King Solomon, who ordered fifteen (in some Lodges
they say twelve) Fellow-Crafts to be selected from the bands of the work-
men, and sent three Bast, three West, three North, three South, and three
in and about the Temple to search for the body.

Q. Where was it found ?

A. Under that sprig of cassia where a worthy Brother sat down to rest
and refresh himself.

Q. Was there anything particular took place on the discovery of the
body 1

A, There was, viz: on moving the earth until we came to the eoffin, we
involuntarily found our hands in this position, to guard our nostrils against
the offensive effluvia which arose from the grave.

Q. How long had the body lain there ?

A. Fourteen days.

Q. What did they do with the body ?

A. Raised it in a Masonic form and earried it up to the Temple for more
decent interment. '

Q. Where was it buried ?

A. Under the sanctum sanctorum, or holy of holies of King Solomon’s
Temple, over which they erected a marble monument with this inseription
delineated thereon. A virgin weeping over a broken column, with a book
open before her, in her right-hand a sprig of Cassia, in her left an urn,
Time standing behind her with his hands infolded in the ringlets of her
hair.

Q. What do they denote?

A. The weeping virgin denotes the unfinished state of the Temple; the
hroken column, that one of the principal supports of Masonry had fallen, the
hook open before her, that his memory, was on perpetual record ; the sprig of
eassia, the timely discovery of his grave; the urn in her left-hand, that his
asher are safely deposited under the sanctum sanctorum or holy of holies
of King Solomon’s Temple, and Time, standing behind her with his hands
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infolded in the ringlets of her hair, that time, patience, and perseverance,
will aceomplish all things.

SECTION THIRD.

Q. What does a Master's Lodge represent®
Pl'f... The sanctum sanctorum or holy of bolies of King Solomon’s Tem-

Q. How long was the Temple building?

A. Seven years, during which it rained not in the day-time that the work-
men might not be obstructed in their labor.

Q. What supported the Temple?

A, Fourteen hundred and fifty-three columns, and two thousand nine
hundred and six pilasters; all hewn from the finest Parian marble.

Q. What farther supported it?

A. Three grand columns, or pillars

Q). What are they called?

A. Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty,

Q. What did they represent?

A. The pillar of Wisdom represented Solomon, King of Israel, whose wis-
dom contrived the mighty fabric; the pillar ofStreagth, Hiram, King of
Tyre, who strengthened Solomon in his glorious undertaking; the pillar of
beauty, Hiram Abbiff, the widow’s son, whose cunning craft, and curious
workmanship beautified and adorned the Temple.

Q. How many were there employed in the building of King Solomon’s
Temple?

A. Three Grand Masters, three thousand three hundred Masters, or aver-
geers of the work, eighty thousand Fellow-Crafts, and seventy thousand
Entered Apprentices; all these were classed and arranged in such a manner
by the wisdom of Solomon, that neither cnvy, discord, nor eonfusion, were
suffered to interrupt that universal peace and tranquillity that pervaded the
work at that important period. |
How many constitute an Entered Apprentice Lodge?

Seven; one Master, and six Entered Apprentices.
Where did they usually meet?

On the ground-floor of King Solomon’s Temple,
How many constitute a Fellow-Craft's Lodge?
Five; two Masters, and three Fellow-Crafts,
Where did they usually meet?

In the middle-chamber of King Solomor’s Temple.
How many constitute a Master's Lodge?

Three Master-Masons,

Q. Where did they usnally meet?

POPOPOPOFO
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A. In the sanotum sanctorum or holy of holies of King Solomon’s Tem-
ple.

Q. Have you any emblems on this degree?

(). What are the first class?

A. The pot of incense ; the bee-hive; the book of eonstitutions, guarded
by the Tyler's sword ; the sword pointing to a naked heart; the all-seeing
eye; the anchor and ark ; the forty-seventh problem of Euclid ; the hour-glass;
the scythe; and the three steps usually delineated on the Master’s Carpet,
which are thus explained:—The pot of incense is an emblem of a pure heart
which is always au acceptable sacrifice to the deity; and as this glows with
fervent heat, so should our hearts continually glow with gratitude to the
great and beneficent Author of our existence, for the manifold blessings and
comforts we enjoy.—The dee-hive, is an emblem of industry, and recommends
the practice of that virtue to all created beings, from the highest geraph in
heaven to the lowest reptile of the dust. It teaches us that, as we cameinto
the world rational intelligent beings, so we should ever be industrious ones;
never gitting down contented while our fellow ereatures around us are it
want; when it is in our power to relieve them, withont inconvenience to
ourselves. When we take a survey of nature, we behold man, in his in-
fancy, more helpless and indigent than the brute creation: he lies
languishing for days, weeks, months, and years, totally ineapable of provid-
ing sustenance for himself; of guarding against the attacks of the wild beasts
of the field, or sheltering himself from the inclemencies of the weather. It
might have pleased the great Creator of heaven and earth to have made man
independent of all other beings; but, as dependence is one of the strongest
bonds of society, mankind were made dependent on each other for protection
and security, as they thereby enjoy better opportunities of fulfilling the du-
ties of reciprocal love and friendship. Thus was man formed for social and
active life, the noblest part of the work of Gtod; and he that will so demean
himself as not to be endeavoring to add to the common stock of knowledge
and understanding, may be deemed a drone in the kive of nature—a useless
member of society, and unworthy of our protection as Masons:—The Book of
Constitutions, guarded by the Tyler's sword, reminds us that we should be ever
watehful and guarded, in our thoughts, words and actions, particularly when
before the enemies of Masonry; ever bearing in remembrance those truly
Masonie virtues, silence and circumspection.—The sword pointing to a naked
heart, demonatrates that justice will sooner or later overtake us; and although
our thoughts, words, and actions may be hidden from the eyes of man; yet
that all-seeing eye, whom the sun, moon, and stars obey, and under whose
watchfal care even comets perform their stupendous revolutions, pervades
the inmost recesses of the human heart, and will reward us aceording to our
merits.—The anchor and ark, are emblems of a well-grounded hope, and a
well-spent life  They are emblematical of that divine ark which safely wafts
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us over this tempestuous sea of troubles, and that anchor which shall safely
moor us in a peaceful harbor, where the wicked cease from troubling, and
the weary shall find rest. The forty-seventh problem of Euclid. Thiz was
an invention of our ancient friend and Brother, the great Pythagoras, who
in hig travels through Asin, Africa, and Kurope, was initiated into several
orders of priesthood, and raised to the sublime degree of a Master- Mason.
This wise philosopher enriched his mind abundantly in a general know-
edge of things, and more especially in geometry, or masonry: on this sub-
jeot he drew out many problems and theorems; and among the most dis-
tinguished he erected this, which, in the joy of his heart, he called Eureke,
in the Grecian language siguifying, I have found i ; and upon the diseovery
of which he is said to have discovered a hecatomb. It teaches Masons to
be general lovers of the arts and sciences. The hour-glass is an emblem of
human life. Behold! how swiftly the sands run, and how rapidly our lives
are drawing to a close. We cannot without astonishment behold the little
particles which are contained in this machine; how they pass away almost
imperceptibly, and yet, to our surprise, in the short space of an hour they
are all exhausted. Thus wastes man! to day he puts forth the tender
.aaves of hope; to-morrow, blossoms, and bears hig blushing honors thick
upon him; the next day comes a frost which nips the shoot, and when he
thinks his greatness is still ripening, he falls, like autumn leaves, to enrich
our mother earth.—The gcythe is an emblem of time, which eunts the brittle
thread of life, and launches us into eternity. Behold! what havoe the seythe
of time makes among the human race; if by chanee we ghould escape the
numerous evils incident to childhood and youth, and with health and vigor
arrive to the years of manhood, yet with all we must soon be cut down by
the all-devouring seythe of time, and be gathered into the land where our
fathers have gone before us.-—The three steps usnally delineated upon the
Master's carpet, are emblematical of the three principal stages of human life,
viz: youth, manhood, and age. In youth, as Entered Apprentices, we ought
indugtrionsly to oceupy our minds in the attainment of useful know-
ledge: in manhood, as Fellow-Crafts, we should apply our knowledge
to the discharge of our respective dutics to God, our neighbors, and
ourselves; that so in age, as Master-Masons we may enjoy the bappy reflec-
tions consequent on a well-spent life, and die in the hope of a glorious im-
mortality. ‘

Q. What are the second class of emblems ?

A. The spade, coffin, death-head, marrow bones, and sprig of cassia,
which are thus cxplained : The spade opens the vault to receive our bodies,
where our active limbs will soon molder to dust.—Tho coffin, death-head,
and marrow-bones, are emblematical of the death and burial of our (Grand
Master, Hiram Abbiff, and are worthy of our serious attention. The sprig
of cassia is emblematical of that immortal part of man which never dies—
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and when the cold winter of death shall have passed, and the bright sum-
mer's morn of the resurrection appears, the SBun of Righteousness shall
descend, and send forth his angels to colleet our ransomed dust; then, if we
are found worthy, by his pass-word, we shall enter into the celestial Lodge
above, where the Supreme Architect of the Universe presides, where we
ghall see the King in the beauty of holiness, and with him enter into an
endless eternity.

Here end the three first degrees of Masonry, which constitute a Master-
Mason’s Lodge. A Master-Mason’s Lodge and o Chapter of Royal Arch
Masons, are two distinet bodies, wholly independent of each other. The
members of a Chapter are privileged to visit all Master-Masons' Lindges
when they please, and may be, and often are, members of both at the same
time; and all the members of a Master-Mason's Lodge who are Royal
Arch Masons, though not members of any Chapter, may visit any Chapter.
I wish the reader to understand that neither all Royal Arch Masons nor
Master-Masgons are members of either Lodge or Chapter: there are tenz of
thousands who are not members, and scarcely ever attend although privileged
to do so. :

‘A very small proportion of Masons, comparatively speaking, ever advance
any forther than the third degree, and consequently never get the prest
word which was lost by Hiram’s untimely death. Bolomon, king of Israel,
Hiram, king of Tyre, and Hiram Abbiff, the widow's son, baving sworn
that they, nor neither of them would ever give the word except they three
were present [and it is generally believed that there was not another person
in the world at that time that had it]; consequently, the word was lost, and
supposed to be forever; but the sequel will show it was found, after a
lapse of four hundred and seventy years, notwithstanding the word Maf-
hah-bon, which was substituted by Sclomon, still eontinues to be used by
Master-Masons, and no doubt will as long as Masonry attracts the attention
of men; and the word which was lost is used in the Royal Arch degree.
What was the word of the Royal Arch degree before they found the Mas-
ter's word, which was lost at the death of Hiram Abbiff, and was not found
for four hundred and seventy years? Woere there any Royal Arch Masona
before the Master's word was found '—1I wish some Masonie gentleman
would solve these two questions.

The ceremonies, history, and the lecture, in the preceding degree, are so
similar, that, perhaps, some one of the three might have heen dizpensed with,
and the subject well understood by most readers; notwithstanding, there is
a small difference between the work and history, and between the history
and the lecture.

I shall now proceed with the Mark-Master’s degree, which is the first de-
gree in the Chapter. The Mark-Master’s degree, the Past-Master's, and
the Most Excellent Masters’ are oalled Lodges of Mark-Master Masons,
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Past- Masters, and Most Excellent Masters; yet, although called Lodges,
they are a component part of the Chapter. Ask a Mark-Master Mason if
he belongs to the Chapter, he will tell you he does, but that he has only
been marked. Tt is not an uncommon thing, by any means, for a Chapter
to eonfer all four of the degrees in one night, viz: the Mark-Master, Past-
Master, Most Excellent Master, and Royal Arch Degrees

THE FOLLOWING ARE THE 2IGNB, DUE-GARDS, GRIP3, PASS-GRIPS, WORDE, AND
PASS-WORDS OF THE THREE PRECEDING DEGREES,

ENTERED AFPPRENTICE'S DEGREE.

Sign.—Hold the two hands transversely across each other, the right-hand
upward and one inch from the left.

Due-Guard.—Draw the right-hand acrogs the throat, the thumb next te
the throat, the arm as high as the elbow in the horizontal position, and let
the hand fall down by the side. '

@rip.—The right-hands are joined together, as in shaking hands, and each
sticks his thumb-nail into the third joint or upper end of the fore-finger.

Word —BO0-AZ, which is given by lettering or halving.

FELLOW-CRAFT'S DEGREE.

Hign.—Draw your right hand flat, with the palm of it next to your breast,
across the breast, from left to right, with some quickness, as if you were
going to tear open the left breast, and let it drop down by your side.

Due- Guard —Raise the left arm until that part of it between the elbow
and the shoulder iz perfectly horizontal, and raising the rest of the arm in a
vertical position, so that that part of the arm below the elbow, and that
part above it, form & square. The sign and dae-guard are given at the
game time in this degree.

Pass-grip.—Take each otber by the right hand, as if to shake bands, and
each put his thumb between the fore and second fingers, where they join the
hand, and pressing the thumb between the joints. The name of the pass-
grip is Shibboleth, and is the pass-word,

Real-grip—Take each other by the right hand, as if to shake hands, and
put the thumb on the joint of the second finger where it joins the hand, and
erooking the thumb so that each can stick the nail of his thumb into the
joint of the other.

Word,—J A-(HIN—given in the same manner as in the first degree
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MASTER-MASON'S DEGREE.

Sign.—Raise both hands and arms perpendicularly, one on either side of
the head, the elbow forming a square. The words accompanying this sign,
in case of distress, are, © O Lord my God, is there no help for the widow's
gon?” As the last words are pronounced let the hands fall with an air of
solemnity —These words cannot be given except in the dark, when the sign
cannot be seen, and is the sign of diztress in this degree.

Due-guard,—Put the right-hand to the left side of the bowels, the hand open,
with the thumb next to the belly, and let it fall: this is done tolerably quick,

Puass-grip.—Press the thumb between the joints of the second and third
fingers where they join the band. The name of it is Tubal- Cain, and is tho
pass-word.

Real-grip—Take hold of each other’s right hand, as if to shake hands,
and stick the nails of each of your fingers into the joint of the other’s
wrist, where it unites with the hand.

Word —MAH-HAH-BON. The word must be given in the following
manner :—Place the inside of the right foot to the inside of the right foot
of the person to whom you are going to give the word; the inside of your
knee to his; laying your right breast against his; your left hands on each
other's back, and your mouths to each other's right ear, when the word
must be given not above a whisper. This word is sometimea vulgarly pro-
nouneced Mak-mak-bo,

A more full explanation of the signs, grips, words, &o., will be given at
the conclusion of the second part of this work, which will comprise the
following degrees, viz: Mark-Master, Present or Past-Master, Most Excel-
lent Master, and the Royal Arch—to which will also be added, several of
the degrees in the Order of Knighthood.

Nore.—~The publisher thinks proper to state, that s there has been
much excitement on the appearance of this book, and various opinions as to
the truth of the same, that the author of it was kidnapped and carried away
from Batavia, by members of the Fraternity, to parts unknown, since which
time he has not been heard from—and that at the late session of the Court
of Oyer and Terminer, held at Canandaigua, Outario Co., N. Y., on the Ist
January, 1527, Loton Lawson, Nicholas G. Cheesbro, Edward Sawyer and
John Sheldon, were arraigned for conspiring to do the same—the three first
plead GUILTY to the charge, and Sheldon was tried and found GUILTY.
They are now enduring their punishment, which was imprisonment in the
common Jail of the county, for the following terms :—

Loton Lawson, 2 years, Nicholas &, Cheesbro, 1 year, John Sheldon, 8
months, Edward Sawyer, 1 month.
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PREFACE.

Tae unfortunate and lamented Moraan, having published and laid open
to the world, his < ILLUSTRATIONS’ of the first part, or three first De-
grees of Masonry, the writer of this work conceived the necessity of pro-
ducing the remaining and Higher Mysteries of the Craft, in order to pro-
vent this GHorious Institution from falling into disrepute among its enemies.
The ides held forth by my predecessor, in this rather unpleasant business, I
must acknowledge, is illy calculated to wrest the Order from that stigma and
reproach, which its enemies are ever ready to heap upon it, which is my
present intention ; and I here avow that my only object in offering this work
to the publie, is to remove the prejudicial impreasions very liable to exist in
the minds of the uninitiated, from a perusal of Morgan’s work. By pre-
senting the brighter side of the picture, if I effect nothing more, my econ-
goience will be relieved of a duty I eonceive I owe the Institution of which
I have been, and yet remain, a Member.*

From the painful events attendant on the publication of Morgan, the
public will not censure me for withholding my name and place of residence;
from these they can also judge of the danger to which Jshould be exposed,
in case the Higher Order of Masons should discover me: consequently I
shall be pardoned and justified by every candid man, for using every pre-
caution to counteract such an event. If Morgan has been harbarously
murdered for revealing the three lower Degrees, what fate would be awarded
to one who should withdraw the vail, and lay open the four HIGHER !!
In truth, T tremble while I write; but having formed my design, and T trust
from no sinister metive, nothing but the King of Terrors shall prevent me
from portraying it on the TRESTLE-0ARD of public opinion; leaving for the
publie to delermine whether the Institution deserves the bitter reproach and
sontumely it has received, since the ‘Affairs at Batavia,’ and the ‘Abduc-
tion of Morgan,’ '

I have not dared to hint my intentions to a living soul, well knowing that

# Although I have been a Member of the Craft for many years, the reader will discover,
from certain explanations annexed to this work, that in all probability I am the only indi-
sidual on the Globe who counld poessibly reveal theso higher mysteries of the Order, with-

mt committing the vileat parjury, by violating ouths the most sacred. 8
(83)



84 PREFACE.

no one of the Order could be persuaded to look upon the matter in the light
I do, and join me in an undertaking so hazardous; and to repose confidence
in any one not of the Craft, would be yet more dangerous. It is not my
intention to enter into any diseussion whatever, upon the merits or demerits
of the Institution which has withstood ¢ the wreck of matter, and the erush
of worlds,” but merely to relate my history in a plain, matter-of-fact style ;
leaving for the publie, having the whole matter before them, to be their own

Judges,

In the following pages, I have deemed it unimportant to annex the Lucrunes
of the several Degrees (although very instructive), as every one can readily
become familiar with them, by visiting Lodges and Chapters, after the
Enowledge he shall goin from this work. T would here advise the unenlight-
ened reader to perfectly familiarize himself with one Degree, before entering
upon another; else he might make some blunder on eutering a Lodge, by
substituting the matter of one Degree for that of another, which would at
once prove him an impostor, and might lead to disagreeable consequences.

With a consciousness that the whole artillery of Rovan Arcm Masonsy
will be leveled against me, and held in requisition to find me out, I now
proceed to my task, with first informing the world at large, and Rovar Arcn
Masows in particular, that if any individual who has resided two wonths in
this city should be accused of the authorship of this work, great injustice
would be dore to such individual; and further, the person who now addres-
ses you, the only person in the whole world who writes this work, or who
knows of its being written, was never in his whole life, until within six
weeks past, nearer to this City than Batavia, in New York State.

May the Lord grant Peace and Brotherly Love throughout the world. So
mole it be [/ THE AUTHOR.
Crscrwwarn (Omro), Jory, 1827,
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THE HIGHER DEGREES
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FREEMASONRY.

THE MANNER OF OPENING A LODGE OF MARE-MASTER MASONS.

A MasrEr-Mason progressing from the third degree to the fourth, enters
an entire new field of operations. The Mark Degree to the Master-Mason,
18 what the Entered Apprentice’s is to the uninitiated. From a regular rou-
tine of operations and proceedings, with only some slight difference ia grips,
words, signs, &c., he enters a field almost totally dissimilar, in every respect.
But to our subject.

The Breshren being assembled, and the officers having repaired to their
several stations, the Master addresses the Junior Overseer as follows:

Master. Brother Jabal ® are all things in preparation for the work?

Junior Overse:r. All things are in readiness, Worshipful.

Master. Then let every Brother present mark well the entering in of the
house : observe your Master !

The Master now descends from his station, and approaches a small Temple,
which has been previously erected on the middle of the floor, with blocks of
wood in the shape of bricks, but not half so large. Every mark Lodge is
provided with these blocks, and everything fits with such an exact nicety,
that the whole can be put together in the space of fifteen minutes, so as to
form a perfect miniature of King Solomon’s Temple, with all its porticoes
and other ornaments. The master approaches the front of this little Temple,
which faces the east, and opens a small golden door, when a transparent,
view iz had within, of the Sunctum Sanctorum or Holy of Holies. Immediate-
ly above (yet within the Temple), are two golden Cheruhims,f supporting

# Jahal was the name of a certain Junlor Overszer at the building of King Solomon's
Temple, whom this officer, in every Mark-Lodge, represents.—See Nota, page B8,

4 Ower the ark {which contained the manna), was the mercy-seat and it was the cov-
ering of it. It was all made of solid gold, and of the thickness of an hand’s breadth. At
the two ends of it were two cherubims, locking inward toward each other, with wings
expanded, which, embracing the whele circumferencs of the merey-seat, did meet on each

gide in the middla : all of which was made of the same mazs, whthout ofuing any of the
K
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between them a kxy sToxE, with a circle of eight letters on it, which will be
exploined hereafter, The Master then kneels, and while viewing this interior
illumination, repeats the following :

“(ireat Architeet of the universe, we approach thy Holy Tabernaele with
a sineere degire that our works may tend to magnify Thy Holy Name, and
to disseminate the cement of Brotherly Love, throughout the seeret recc.scs
of the human heart, Grant that our work may be approved in thy sight,
and finally that each of us may be fitted and prepared for “that spivitual
building, that houge not made with hands, eternal in the Heavens "™

- Response by the Brethren. “So mate it be /7

The preceding prayer iz not universally used on this occasion ;—the fol-
lowing is often substituted:

“Wherefore, Brethren, lay aside all malice, and guile, and hypoerisies, and
envies, and all evil speakings. TIf so be, ye have tasted that the Lord is
gracious, to whom coming as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men
but chosen of God, and precious; ye also, as living stones, be ye built up a
spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up sacrifices aceeptable to God.
Wherefore, also, it is contained in the Seriptures, Behold, I lay in Zion, for
a foundation, a tried stone, a precions corner stene, a sure fonndation ; le
that believeth shall not make haste to pass it over. Unto you, therefore,
which believe, it is an honor ; and even to them which be disobedient, the
stome which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner.
Brethren, this is the will of God, that with well doing you put to silence the
ignoranee of foolish men.  As free, and not using your liberty for a eloax of
maliciousness, but as the servants of God. Honor all men, love the brother-
hood, fear God.”

During the rehearsal of one of the preceding prayers, the Brethren all
kneel around the Temple, and at the conclusion, they all arise, and each in
his turn kneels in front of the golden door, as they pass around ; and while
viewing the golden eherubims and other beauties within, he exclaims, “ H.,
T.W.8 8 T. K, 87

Having gone through with these ceremonies, the Brethren all standing in
a cirele aronnd the Temple, the Master proceeds to his station, and holds
up to the view of the Brethren, a xey srong, with the above initials on it,
which he reads aloud thus: ‘He That Was Slain, 8oars To Kindred Spirite;"
—and repeats, ‘He That Was Slain Soars To Kindred Spirite.” This has
allusion to the ancient Grand Master, Hiram, whose fatal catastrophe is cx-
plained in the Third Degree. The origin of this Key Stone, with these

parts by solder. Here it was, where ' - Shechinah, or divine presence, rested both in the tub-
ernacle and temple, and was vist .y seen in the appearanee of u clond overit.  And heuves
it is, that God is so often sai’ 1w Scripture to dwell between the Cherabims ; that is, be-
tween the Chernbims on twe merey-seat, beeause there was ihe seat or throue of the visi-
ble appearance of his glory among them.—H. Paroeary, vol. 1, p, D6,
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mitials on it, is very curious, and will be explained in its proper place. The
Master now proclaims the Lodge open as follows:

Master. Brethren, we are again assembled around this Altar of Peace.
May the extended wings of the golden Cherubims sontinmally remind us of
the unbounded latitude of Masonic Charity. May the Lord prosper our
work, to the honor of His Holy Name.

Response by the Brethren, * So mote it be !

Muster, * Obgerve your BMaster.

The Brethren all join in giving the due-guard, sign, and clap.

Master. T now proelaim this Luodge duly and truly prepared for labor.
The Junior Overseer will give notiee hereof to the Tyler, and the Drethren
will retire to their several stations.

The gelden door is now elosed, the Brethren take their stations, and
thus ends the ceremony of opening a Lodge of Mark-Master Masons.

FOURTH DEGREE OF MASONRY.

THE MODE AND MANNER OF CONTEREING THE DEGREE OF MARE-MASTRER MASON
0N A CANDIDATE—IT LEING THE FOURTH DEGREE OF MASONRY; TOGETIER
WITH TUP MEANS T0 BE USED EY SUCH A3 ARE NOT MASONE, TO CAIN AD-
MISSION INTO ANY LODGE OF MARK-MASTERS ON THE FACE OF THE GLODE.

A Mastrr-Mason who has petitioned the Chapter to have eonferred on
him the Degree of a Mark-Master, is ballotted for, as in the preceding De-
grees; and if accepted, will be condueted into a private room, and asked
the following guestions, by the Master Overseer:

Master Overseer. Brother A. B, having progressed in safety to the third
and last round of Jaco¥'s ladder, do you, wish to proceed further?

Candidate. T do, with your permission. '

Master Overseer. Do you solemnly promise, npon your honor as a Master-
Masou, to conform to the rules and customs observed by the Ancient Pa-
triarehs who have traveled this road before you?

Cundidate. T do most cheerfully, with your permission.

The Overseer then informs the Candidate that he is about entering a new
apartment of the Temple, and recommends him to betray no fears during
the pumerous trials and difficulties he is about to encounter; that all who
have traveled this way before him, have bravely submitted to the same, &e,
If the Candidate makes no objection, he is deprived of all his clothing, ex-
cept his shirt and drawers (the latter are furnished when the Candidate is-
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without them), and his bands are tied closely behind him, by placing their
backs together, and winding a strong cord four times around his arms ahout
midway between the elbow and wrist.* (It is necessary to pay striet atten-
tion to this ceremony, as it is the basis of a Mark- Master's Sign : remember
his hands are placed behind him, dock fo back.) The Candidate is then en-
shrouded in a Purple Robe, after which he is elosely blindfolded, by & band-
afre wrapped four fimes over his eyes, in which sitnation he is condusted
into the Lodge by the Overseer.

The Master now informs the Candidate that an Oatk must be taken, be-
fore he can progress farther, wherenpon he is eaused to mount a platform eree-
ted for the purpose, by a flight of four stens.  There is also an altar placed
on this platform, on which lies the Holy Bible, opened at the fourth chapter
of Bt. Mark. The candidate is caused to kneel on hoth knees, with his face
(1. o. one cheek,T) resting on the Holy Bible, when the following oath is ad-
ministered by the Master:

“In the name of Grod, and the Holy Prophets, I solemnly swear and affirm,
that I will keep inviolate the mysteries pertaining to the Degree of a Mark-
Master Mason, within my own breast, except when only in company with
Mark-Masters. That in my intercourse with the world, I will nse my utmost
endeavors to prevent my Brother Mark-Masters from deviating from that
line of rectitude taught them in this Holy Sanctuary. Lastly, that T will
never give the Mark-Master's Gravo Harrvg-S1ex or DistrEss, exeept in
actual d'stress.f TIn the name of God, and the Holy Prophets.”

This constitutes the Oath of a Mark-Master Mason. The cord is now
taken from the armg of the Candidate, but his hands are held in the same
gitnation behind him, dack to back, by some of the Brethren, while the Mas-
ter instruets bim in the Due-Guard Sign of a Mark-Master, which is
by bringing his hands around before him, and letting them mect (crossing
each other so as to make a loud elap, four times in succession. Now is the
proper time for the reader to perfect himself in this Due- Guard Sign: place
your hands behind you with their backs together ; then bring them rvound toge-
ther crossing, making the palms hollow, so as to make a loud clap by the concussion ;
and this repeat four times: this is called the Mark-Master's Due- Guard and
Clap, and will always be exacted before any one not known as a Mark-Masz-
ter can enter a Mark-Lodgs, as the Grave Haruivg-Stax cannot be riven ex-
cept in “actual distress.” as specified in the Oath.)

The Candidate is now informed that this Due- Guard Sign has reference
to the situation of his hands when he took upon himself the Oath; and the

* Of binding and loosing—DBind noi tio sins together, Ee. vy, B,

t Jabal or fobel (Hebrew},—falling away—or bringing—or building—or a cheek. La-
roech's son by Adah: father of such as dwell in tents, and such as have eattle. 8ee Gen. iv. 20,

t This sign is not even allewed to be given in the Lodge, notwithstanding it is almost
tmpossible that any one should notice it, as the reader wil’ discover,
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capping them together four times, has strict allusion to the fourth Degree of
Masonry. This Due-Guard Sign is allowed in mixed companies, as ne one
could suspect any meaning toit, except a Mark-Master Mason, The author
of this work recollects of seeing this often given before he ever sat ina Mark-
Lodge, and very likely the reader does the same. It should be done in a
careless manner, in order that the uuenlightened may not noticeit. A Mark-
Mason may koow another by merely clapping with the bands four times, the
same as applauding an actor on the Stage in a theater, without placing bis
hands first behind him at all; but this will not answer for one who would go
in a Mark-Lodge, as there they scrutinize very closely, and if one be defi-
cient in recolleeting the way in which his hands were tied hehind bim, back
to back, when be took the Outh, this deficiency would be certain evidence
that he was an impostor, and unworthy the privilege he claimed,

The Candidate is then told that his present situation represents the time
previous to the ereation of the world, and the Master takes him by the hand,
and says:

Master. Brother A. B., I now present you with the right-hand of a Broth-
er, and also with the grip of this degree.

Here the Master takes the Candidate by the right-hand, and presses the
nail of his right thumb into the last joint of the third finger of the Candidate
(i. e. the joint farthest from the nail), and reguests the Candidate to do the
game—which done, the Master says:

Master, This, Brother, is the Grip of a Mark-Master Mason, and its name
is emblematical of your present state. Ttis CHAOS; and as yet, Brother
Ciaos, you are in the Dark, Should you, in your travels, hear the word
CHAOS pronounced, whether in darkness or daylight, you may rest assured
a brother Mark-Master utters it, and is in deep distress; and this word
you are entitled to nse when in like situation, and then only, accompanied by the
Granp Haruiva-Sion oF pistRess, which you will hereafter be instructed
in.* .

The Candidate is now divested of his bandages, and eonducted down the four
steps divectly in front of the Temple, when the Master presents him with 2
Chisel and Mallet, which are the working tools of this Degree; and placing the
edge of the Chisel on the right temple of the Candidate, orders him to “strike
and receive the mark ! The Candidate of course deelines, and this part of
the ceremony is thus explained to him by the Master at the time :

Muster. Brother, it was not my intention that you should strike the blow ;
but this is intended to teach you through life, to withhold your arm, when rais-
ed to injure a fellow-being, especially a Brother, the same as if raised against
yourself. We are all of the same family, and are all the children of the-

* It is certainly a singular coincidencs, that this word of distress, and its accom pany-
ing Grand Huiling-Sign, shontd have so usarly the same sound; as the reader will discover
they have whan he learns the Sign—Chaos—HK. 5.
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same Great Parent; and all ﬁhuull:'l gtrive to “ do unto others, as we would
that others should do unto us’

The Candidate is then eaused to kneel on both knees, when the gﬂllliﬂll
docr is opeued, which presents to his view the illuminations within the Tem-
ple, when the Magter addresses him as follows:

Master. Brother A. B., younow discover the Liamr by which Mark- Master
Masons woerk. Yom are now about to e invested with secrers, intrusted
euly in the fajthfvl breastz of Murk-Masters throvghout the Globe; and
which will entitle you to) and insure their respect and esteem, wherescever
dispersed around the koown world,  The illuminated Temple bofore you, is &
perfect miniature of King Solomon’s at Jerusalem, the Holy City; the mer
sToNE, supporied by the Cherubims with expanded wings, is the main sup-
port in all arches, built by operative Magons: with us, as Mark-Masters, it
it iz emblematical of the BINDING LINK OF EROTHERLY LoVE, which uuites T in
one strong ciary, all who have attained to this Howorary Degree. This
stoxE, my Brother, is also typical of the Stone which was rejected by the
builders of old, and in modern days, which stone is Trura. Truth is the
Stone which unworthy builders reject, and which is to become the “ head of
the Corzer.,”  * He that hath an ear to hear let him hear.” * To him that over-
cometh will T give to eat of the nippey maxya, and will give him a woITE
groxE, aad in the Stone a sew name written, which no man knoweth save him
that reeeiveth it.”  “The Stone which the builders refused, is beeome the-
head Stone of the corner.™ *Did ye never read in the Seriptures, The
Stone which the builders rejected, is become the head of the corner?” “ And.
have ye not read this Seripture, The Stone which the builders rejected, is
become the head of the corner? * What is this, then, that is written, The
Stone which the builders rejected, is become the head of the corner?™ (The
Gop or TrRUTI, my Brother.) “Jhisis the Stone which was set at naught
of you, builders, which has beeome the head of the corner,”

““ Then he brought me back the way of the gate of the outward Sanetuary,
which locketh toward the Bast; and it was shut.” [Here the Master shuts
the golden gate, or door.] “Then said the Lord unto me, This gate shall
be shut, it shall not he opened, and no man shall enter in by it; becanse
the Lord, the God of Tsrael, hath entered in by it, therefore it shall be shut,
It is for the Prince, the Prince he shall sit in it to eat bread before the Lord ;
ho shell entor by the way of the poreh of that gate, and shall go cut by the
way of the same.  And the Lord said anto me, Sen of Man, mark well, and.
behold with thine eves, and hear with thine ears, all that I say unto thee con-
cerning all the crdinanees of the house of the Lord, and all the laws thereof; and
mark well the entering in of the house, with every gring forth of the Banetnary, ’

The Master now reopens the golden gate, and addresses the Candidate
As follows :

# (r should unite, is frequently adde ! Ly the Master, and very properly too.
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Master. Brother A, B., I now have the pleasure to present you with the
“ Xew Name,” which “no man knoweth, saving him that receiveth it;” and
which is contained in the “white stone” which * the builders rejected.” The
initials you diseover, are H, T. W. 8. 8. T. K. S,—These, as Mark-Mazter
Masons, we read thus: He That Was Slain, Scars To Kindred Spirits—He
That Was Elain, Soars To Kindred Spirits.

“These initials were placed on the Key Stone of the Ninth dref, by Ring
Solomon, to commemorate the melancholy death of Hivam, an account
of which you have received in the preceding Degree.  This Key Stove had
its origin as follows : A skillful workman, at the building of King Bolomon’s
Temple, named Kerim, after the death of his Grand Master, Hiram, held a
consultation with King Solomon, on the subject of the most appropriate man-
ner in which the worth and excellence of this truly great and good man,
might be handed down to posterity. After considerable discussion, it was
agreed that these initials should be engraved on the Key Stone of the Niath
Arch; and their signification communicated to those only of this Degree,
forever; you are therefore cautioned, my Brother, to divulge this mystery
to no one, either within or without the Lodge, except in the following manuer:
Should you wish to know if a stranger be a Mark-Master, you will say audi-
bly, “ He” No matter if the roow be full of strangers, at the time, no one
except a Mark-Master will notice you. If there be one present, he will =ay,
«That” You will then approach him, if there Le others present, and in
alow tone say, © Was.” He will then (if he be a Murk-Master, ) say, “Slain
—when you will veply, “Soars;” and he, « To,"—you, “Kindred,” — he,
« Spirits.””  This much will satisfy each of you that the other is a Mark- Mas-
ter Mason; but it is necessary to speak in a voice that eannot be overheard
by the bystanders. This, Brother, is the only way in which you are ever to
give the signification of these initials, except you preside as Master over a
Ladge, in which case you are allowed to repeat them twiee at the opening
of a Lodge, and twice to a Candidate, as [have done to you this evening.’

At this stage of the proceedings, the Candidate is presented with a chair,
and requested by the Master to take his seat, which he is very willing to do,
after kneeling for so long a time, The Master then proceeds:

Master. Having progressed thus far, we now proceed to the Sanctum Sune-
torum or Holy of Liedies.  You here diseover the extended wings of the two
(horubims, which gnard and protect the heavenly Manne, sent down from
God out of Heaven. This Manne, Brother, bas been handed down by Mark-
Master Masons, since the Children of Tsrael sojounrned in the wilderness; and
without a portion of this, no Mark-Lodge eonld be established.®

Here the Yaster reaches his arm through the golden gate, opens the tab-

# A Jar of the ancient Manna, was actually preserved, smil usad in Mark-Lodges, as
far down a% 113 years after the Christian era; bnt no ene i his sober senses, will doubt
that the Manna used inmodern Mark-Liodges, is of modern production.
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ernacle, and takes tharefrom a pot of manna, and presenting a morsel of it
to the Candidate, in a silver spoon, proceeds aa follows:

Master. “To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden Manna,”
saith the Lord: take, eat, and praise His Holy Name.

Response by the Brethren. “And praise His Holy Name !

The pot of Manna and the silver spoon are then replaced in the Taberna-
ele, and the golden door is closed; when the Master addresses the Candidate
as follows:

Master, You will now arise, my Brother, and receive the Mark-Master's
Gravp Hariva-sien or Disthess,

It will be discovered, that the Master cannot give the Sign, without for-
feiting his Oath, not being in “actual distress;” he consequently teaches the
Candidate as follows:

Master. This sign is made, Brother, by raising your right armin a position
horizontal with the earth, and moving your right fore-finger (the rest being
closed} so as to form the letter K in the air, and then a period, or a dot after
it, and then let your arm drop down by your side; yon will then raise it, as
before, and with your finger form the letter S5 in the air, with a period or dot
after it, and then drop your arm as before; and this is the Grand Hailing-
Sign of Distress of a Mark-Master Magon. Now, Brother, please give this
Sign, that the Brethren present may see that you understand it.

Of nineteen cases in twenty, the Candidate raises his arm to do as
required, when a Brother seizes it, and the Master says as follows:

Master. Let this be a striking lesson to you, Brother. You have sworn
never to give this Sign, except in “actual distress,” and I have done the same ;
which accounts for my giving it to you verbally; you was about to perjure
yourself, when a Brother stayed your arm and prevented you. Let this
teach you to step forth, and stay the arm of a Brother, when about to
commit any rash act; and to use your utmost endeavors to keep him from
falling into evil. Remember your (ath, Brother!—({ A Candidate generally
feels the full force of these remarks. ]

It is unnecessary to inform the reader of commen discernment, that these
letters, K. 8., are the initials of the Aey Stone.—The Candidate is now
placed on the opposite side of the Temple, with his face fronting the Master,
who thus addresses him:

Master. Brother A. B., you have now arrived at a station attained but
by few of your Brethren,* and it iz your embounden duty to guard against
all immoralities in your life and conduct, which might prejudice the world
againgt our excellent Institution, or serve as an apolegy to your Brethren
of a lower Degree, for following your example. You will alleviate the suf-

* This charge has been handed down from very remote times, when, no doubt, it was

true. Very many are admitted to thiz Degree in modern days— very many more than
profit by the excellent lessons they receive.
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ferings of the distressed, by contribating to their relief, if within your power,
and if not, by sympathizing with their distresses. I nmow have the pleasure
to present you with the working tools of your profession, The working tools
of a Mark-Master Mason, are the Chisel and Mallet, which are thus
moralized :

The Chisel morally demonstrates the advantages of diseipline and eduea-
tion. The mind, in its original state, like the diamond, is rude and unpolished ;
but a3 the effect of the Chisel on the external coat soon presents to view the
latent “eauties of the diamond, so edueation discovers the latent virtues of
the mind, and draws them forth to range the large field of matter and
space,—to display the summit of human knuwladga—uur duty to Grod
and to man.

The Mallet morally teaches to correct irregularities, and to reduce man to
a proper level; so that by guiet deportment, he may, in the school of disei-
pline, learn to be content. What the Mallet is to the workman, enlightened
reason is to the passions: it curbs ambition, depresses envy, it moderates
anger, and it encourages good dispositions; whence arises, among good Ma-
song, that comely order,

“t Which nothing earthly gives, or cau destroy—
The soul’s calm sunshine, and the heart-felt joy."

The Master now resumes his station in the Hast, and says:

Muster. Brother Master Overseer, you will take charge of the Candidate,
and return with him to the Lodge in due season.

The Candidate is then reconducted to the private room; his Robe is
taken off, and he puts on his own clothes—when he is again taken into the
Lodge, and the Master, through the hands of the Master Overseer, presents
him with a lamb-gkin, or white leather apron, and the Overseer teaches him
how to wear it, which is simply by tying it on, and so placing the strings by
its several corners as imperfanﬂj' to form the letters K. 8., erossing each
other. The Candidate is again placed on the platform, with his face toward
the Master, who gives him the following

CHARGE,

*Brorugr: I congratulate you on having been thought worthy of being
promoted to this honorable degree of Masonry. Permit me to impress it
on your mind, that your assiduity should ever be commensnrate with
your duties, which become more and more extensive as you advance in Ma-
gonry.

m:r'IJ'rhﬁ situation to which you are now promoted will draw upon you not
only the serutinizing eyes of the world at large, but those also of your Bre-
thren, on whom this Degree of Magonry has not been conferred : all will be
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justified in expecting your conduct and behavior to be such as may with
gafety be imitated. T o

“In the honorable character of Mark-Master Mason, it is wiore particularly
your duty to endeavor to let your conduct in the world, as well ag in the
Lodge, and among your brethren, be such as may stand the test of the
Grand Overseer’s Square ; that you may not, like the unfinished and im-
perfect work of the negligent and unfaithful of former times, be rejocted
and thrown aside, as unfit for “that spiritual building, that bouse not made
with hands, eternal in the Heavens.’ ' :

* While such is your eonduet, should misfortune asgail you, should friends
forgake you, should envy traduce your good name, and malice persecute you;
yet may you have confidence, that among Murk-Master Masons, you will
find friends who will administer relief to your distresses, and comfort your
afflictions; ever bearing in mind, as & consolation under alt the frowns of
fortune, and as an encouragement to hope better prospects, that the stone
which the builders rejected (posdessing merits to them unknown) became the
chief stome of the corner” . -

This concludes the Charge, and the ‘Candidate is conducted down from
the platform, and takes his seat; and this is the eonclading ceremony at the
conferring of this Degree. If there is no further business before the Lodge,
it is closed in the following manner:

Master. Brother Jabal, arc all things in preparation for the conclusion of
our work ¥ T - .- o

Junior Overseer. All things are in preparation, Worshipful. _

Master. 'Then lat every Brother present mark well the entering in of the

gate, with every going forth of the sanctuary.. Observe your Master!
" The Master here descends from his station, and proceeds to the Temple,
as in opening; and having opened the golden door, while the Brethren all
kneel around in a circle, he recites the lengthy parable beginning with, * For
the Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a mau that is an houscholder, which
went out early in the morning,” &e., which it is needless here to insert, ag
it can be found in Webh's * Masoxtc Mowtror,’ page 91.  The Master then
holds up the Key Stone and says, ‘ He; —his next Brother says, ‘Was ;' —
the next, * Slain’;—and so on until the last word is said of whieh the letters
oo the Key Stone are the initials; and if there be more than eight Brethren
present, the one next to the seventh Brother from the Master hegins over
again, and this method is continued, if there are fifty in the room, until each
Brother has pronounced s word. This is in accordance with the idea held
forth in the parable just referred to, concerning shose who came in *at the
cleventh hour,” receiving as mnch wages as those who ‘have borne the bur-
den and heat of the day.’ See Monitor, pages 91 and 92, -

The 'Bre;thrén now all arise, and march around the Temple, until they
have finished singing the Mark-Master's Song, which may also he found
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m the Monitor, pages 93 and 94. Having concluded the song, the Master
BRYE !

Muster. Brethren, we are about to separate from this Altar of Peace.
May the extended wings of the Cherubims eontinually remind us of the
unbonnded latitude of Masonie Charity., May the Lord prosper our work,
to the honor of his Holy Name.

Responze by the Brethren: ¢ 8o mote it be &

divister. 1 now proeluim this Lodge duly and truly closed. May we all,
my Drothers, eonduet onrselves as men and Mazons, until we again assem-
ble aveund this Altar of Peace

LRegponse : © So moke it Lol :

Hera the cercmony eloges, and the Brethren disperse, except the Tyler,
whose duty it is to take due care of the waterials in and abont the Temple,
aud to take the Temple itsclf to picees, and place them in 2 box nnder
loek and key, lest Master- Masons mecting in the same room on other nights,
might see them, and make gsome improper discoverics.

I might swell aut the pages, by giving tie Lecyures of the several De-
grees, but as they are mercly explavatory of the ceremonies here related,
and of certain eirenmstances eonneeted with the building of King Solemon’s
Templa, T shall only make this work what it purports to be, a ‘xEv,” &o,
wherewith may be unlocked tie door of the Masonie Temple, through which
any ong may enter who will fullow the rules bere laid down,

THE MEANS TO DE USED BY BUCH AS ARE NOT MASONZ, TO GAIN ADMIZSION INTO
ARY LODGE OF MARK-MASTERZ ON THE FACE OF THE GLODE.

Nothing is move apt to make one’s heart feel timorous, than to attempt
to pass on his fellow-being a falschood for a truth—or a base counterfeit
enin for a genuine one; wuore especially when connected with the subjeet of
this work, which has performed its midnight rites in secret conclave for cen-
turivs past, defying. as it were, the scarching and serutinizing eyes of the
whole world! This timorousness must be overcome before any one attempts
to go into a Mark-Lodge. He must take nnto himseH a resolution which
eannot he shaken off at the door, otherwise he will quake and tremble, and
lsnve only his labor for his pains: but if he will follow exactly the rules
here laid down, with boldness and resolution, no Mark-Lodge on the Globe
park refuse him admizsion.

On proceeding to the door of 8 ark-Lodge, the Tyler will be found
outside, with a naked swovd, as in the I «or Degrees.  After bidding the
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Tyler good eyening, you can ask him on what Degree the Lodge is open.
If the Mark-Master’s, you can tell him you are a stranger,* and would
like to be examined. If you see an apron lying near, put it on with as much
freedom as possible, and betray no fears or uneasiness—as this would excite
suspicion. The Tyler will then give four knocks at the door, which will be
answered by four from within, when it will open, and the Tyler will whisper
" in the ear of the Junior Overseer that ‘a Brother wishes to be examined.’
The door will again close, and presently the three Overseers (sometimes but
two) will come to you from.another door, and conduet you into the private
room where Candidates are first taken—when the following will be your
course to pursue: Address yourself to either of the Overseers, and gay,
+T am a Mark-Master, and a stranger; therefore I wish to be examined.
When the Overscer to whom you address yourself, will ask, “Where was
you made a Mark-Master ¥ .

Applicant. In front-of the Tmpl-a. .

Overseer. What was between you and the TamPle, at the time?

Applicant. The golden door:

Overseer. (live me the grand hailing-sign of a Mark—]riutar

Applicant. Thet is beyond my puwer, at this time, Brother.

Overseer. Have you any other sign to dispose of T

Applicand. 1 have, with your assistance, Brother.

Overseer. How will you dispose of it?

Applicant. By dividing the circle.

Overseer. Proceed.

[Here gwﬂ the due-guard ngn:mddtq: Mwhmthaﬂnrmwﬂldu
the same; you will repeat, when he will also repeat, which will complete the
four times.]

Overseer. What do you call this sign, Brother -

- dpplicant. The due-guard sign and clap of a Mark-Master.

Overseer. What further ]:mra you to convince me you are a Mark-
Master T~

Applicant. A grip, Brother,

Overseer. Qive me it. ' '

.A;plwmﬂ.—-—[‘l‘ahng him by t-.‘.hu right-hand, and pressing your thumb-
nail into the upper joint of his third finger, i. e. t]mjumt farthest from the
naill: This is the grip of a Mark-Master. =

Overseer, By what name is this grip designated, Brother ¥

_ipplicant. By a name similar in sound to the lefiers made in the air by a
Mark-Master in distress, accompanied by the grand hailing-sign.

# If you are known by many, or any of the members, it would be better not to apply
htﬁnhﬂmmﬁjuﬂﬂhggnﬂmﬁumnjpumg;andthanmmuﬂmupumm
tpﬂmfmﬂngnfth Lodge, tell them you have taken the degree during yourab-
sence. B
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Overseer. Give me it, Brother,

Applicant. 1 will, by dividing the square.

Overseer. Proceed, Brother,

Applicant. O8.—Overseer. CHA.—Applicant. CHA.— Overseer. 08.—
applicant. CHAOS. — Overseer. Right, Brother Chaos, I greet you in the
name of the ‘Holy 3t. Mark, and all Mark-Masters throughout the Globe.*

You will then be reported to the Lodge by the Overseers, as a ragular
Mark-Master Mason, and introduced mmnrdmgljr On ent&nng, you will
proceed to the center of the floor, and give the due-gard, sign and elap in
full, that the brethren may be also satisfied you are entitled to the privilege
you have gained, and then take a scat. The examination by the Overseers
seldom extends beyond what is here laid down—though in some instances
it proceeds to the mew mame on the Key Stone, which by this time the
reader can repeat as well as the brightest Mark-Master; but he must
always take especial care, should the Overseer tonch on this subject, to utter
but one of the words at a time, and insist on the next one being spoken by
the Overseer, should he refuse, which is sometimes done, the more fully to
test the qualifications of a visiting Brother. By adhering strictly to the rules
here laid ‘down, the reader, if sex or age does not oppose, ean visit any
Mark Lodge on the Globe, of whatever country or nation. On learning the
Lecture of this Degree, it will be found very interesting and instructive.
It is divided into two sections. The first section explains the manner of con-
vocating and opening a Mark-Master’s Lodge. It teaches the stations and
duties of the respective officers, and recapitulates the mystic ceremony of
i:ntm&uningnﬂanﬂ:date In the second section, the Mark-Master is particularly
instructed in the origin and history of this Degree, and the indispensable
obligation he is under to streteh forth his assisting hand to the relief of an
indigent and worthy Brother, to a certain and apeuiﬁeﬂ extent. The pro-
gress made in architecture, particularly in the reign of Solomon, is remarked ;
the number of artists employed in building the Temple of Jerusalem, and
the privileges they enjoyed, are specified; the mode of rewarding merit, and
of punishing the guilty, are pointed out; and the marks of distinetion,
which were conferred on our angient Brethren, as the rewards of exeellence,
are particularly named.— End of Fourth Degree.

#* This is properly the last grip in Masonry; but since the publication of * Jachin and
Boas,’ some Past-Masters press their thumb between this third finger and the little finger,
and call it the pass-grip of & Fast-Master, withont & name, however ; and then passing
the thamb along to the third or last joint from the end of the little finger, press in the
nall dnd call it CAibbilum. Thisis enly practiced ameng a few modern Masons, and does
not belong to ancient Masenry.
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FIFTH DEGREE OF MASONRY.

THE MODE AND MANNER OF CONFERRING THE DRGREE OF PAST-MASTER MASON ON
A OANDIDATE—IT BEING THE FIFTH DEGREE OF MASONRY; TOGETHER WITH
THE MEANS TO BE UEED BY SUCH AS ARE NOT MASONS, TO GAIN ADMISSION

" INTO ANY LODGE OF PAST-MAETERS ON THE FACE OF THE GLOBE.

Tms Degree will be found very uninteresting to the gentral reader, as it
~ merely rclates to the regulation of Lodges, the mode «f laying corner stones,
installing officers, constituting new Lodges, ceremonies observed at funerals,
consecrations, &e. &o.; the principal part of which may be found in Webb's
Monitor, from page 94 to 145. o

As it would be folly to present to the public what is already before them,
T shall merely give the manner in' which this Degree is conferred, which will
enable any one fo visit a Lodge of Past-Masters, and seek snchfurther elu-
eidation of the subject as his euriosity may prompt. This Degree is confer-
red on every Master of a Lodge previous to his installation.

A Candidate about to take this Degree, is conducted into the Lodge with-
out ceremony, and eaused to kueel before the tabernacle, with his hands
resting on the Holy Bible, in the following manner : he lays his left-hand on
the left page, and his right-hand on the right page, letting the end of the
fore-finger of each hand tonch each other, with the thumbs pointing in a
straight line aeross the page, toward each other (i.e. the way the lines run
in the book), and their ends also touching each other; which forms a perfect
rrIaNeLE (with the exception of a slight curve in the middle of the base
where the thumbs, meet) as any one may readily discover, by placing his hands
in that situation, In order to form as perfect a triangle as possible, the fin-
gers adjoining the foremost ones, i. e. the second fingers, and the two long-
est on the hands, are kept elose to the fore ones, from the roote to the ends,
and the ends of these longest (which reach somewhat further than the fore
ones), muet be suffered to barely graze each other, taking care also to press
the ends of the thumbs together until the end of each nail meets. In this
situation, the Master administers the following

OATH.

“{n the name of God, and the Holy Prophets, I solemnly swear, that 1
will recognize no Brother, as Past-Master, except he first prove himself such
by the tRraNGLE oF TRUTH; and that I will keep inviolate the sign and words
of a Past-Master, except when in the presence of those only who are legally

in possession of the same, and then only, exeept by the Triangle of Truth. In
the name of God, and the Holy Prophets " .
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I'his oath being taken, the Candidate is told to arise, when the Master ad-
dresses him thus: | . _ )

" Brother—Previous to your investiture, it is necesaary that you should
signify your assent to those ancient charges and regulations which point out
the duty of a Master of a Lodge.” ' :

The Master then reads a summary of the ancient charges, to the Candi-
date, as follows:

“I. You agree to be & good man and true, and strictly to obey the moral
law. : o

“II. You agree to be a peaceable subject, and cheerfully to conform to
the laws of the country in which you reside. | o

“IIL. You promise not to be concerned in plots -angd conspiracies against
government, but patiently to submit to the decisions of the suprewe legisla
“IV. You agree to pay a proper respect to the civil magistrate, to work
diligently, live creditably, and act honorably by all men.

“V. You agree to hold in veneration the original ralers and patrons of
the order of Masonry, and their regular successors, supreme and subordinato
according to their stations; and to submit to the awards and resolutions of
your brethren when convened, in every case cousistent with the constitutions
of the ordor. o
- “VI. You agree to avoid private piques and quarrels, and to guard againat
intemperance and excess. R _

“VII. You agree to be cautious in carriage and behavior, courteous to
your Brethren, and faithful to your Lﬂﬂge.' o _ '

“VIIL. You promise to respect genuine Brethren, and to discountenance
impostors, and all dissenters from the original plan of Masonry, )

“IX. Yon agree to promote the general good of society, to cultivate the
social virtues, and to propagate the knowledge of the art. |

“X. You promise to pay homage to the Grrand Master for the time being,
and to his officers, when duly installed; and strictly to conform to every edict
of the Grand Lodge, or general assembly of Masons, that is not subversive
of the principles and ground-work of Masoury.

“XI. Youadmit that it is not in the power of any man, or body of men,
to make innovations in the body of Masonry. ©

“XTII. You 'prqmiae a regular attendance on the committees and commu-
nications of the Grand Lodge, on receiving proper notice ; and to pay atten-
tion to all the duties of masonry, on convenient occasions.

“XIIL You admit that no new Lodge shall he formed*without permission
uf the Girand Lodge ; and that no eountenance be given to any irregular
Lodge, or to any person elandestinely initiated therein, heing contrary to
the ancient charges of the ovder, | L

“XIV. Yon admit that no person can be regularly made a Mason in, or
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odmitted a member of, any regular Lodge, without previons notice, and due
inguiry into his character. , '

«XV. You agree that no visitors shall be received into your Lodge with-
out due examination, and producing proper vouchers of their having been in-
itiated into a regular Lodge.”

After giving the foregoing charges, the Master addresses the Candidate as
follows:

« Brother A. B.,—Do you submit to these charges, and promise to
gupport these regulations, as Past-Masters have done in all ages before

u?l! .

IﬂHﬁing signified his cordial submission, the Master eontinues :

« Brother—in consequence of your cheerfal conformity to the charges and
regulations of the order, you are now intrusted with the sign and words of
this Degree, which were established by our three ancient Grand Masters at
Jerusalom s short time previous to thie completion of the Temple, with the
fullest confidence that you will keep and preserve the same inviolate.”*

The Master here gives the sign, which is done by placing his hands in the
position in which they were when the oath was taken, and raising them so
as to et the ends of the thumbs, where they meet, rest about on the middle
of the nose, and the two ends of the fore-fingers that meet, on the head direct-
Iy over the forehead; at the same time looking through the triangle thus
formed, at the lower angles, at the Candidate; and pronouncing the words,
# TRIANGLE OF TRUTH.” : .

The Candidate being taught this, the Master says:

«This, Brother, is the Sign, and these the words, of a Past-Master, which
you have sworn never to give or reccive, exceph by the Triangle of Truth,
which is the manner in which you receive them; nor then, except when only
in the Presence of Past-Masters.”

The Master now forms the triangle again, and raising his hands as de-
soribed above (the Candidate being taught the same), looks through at the
Candidate, and sayg: _ _

«Brother—T now behold you within the Triangle of Truth—and may the
All-8eeing Eye ever thus find you’ | '

The Master then takes his station, and delivers a charge almost the same
as the one addressed to the Master at his installation, which may be found
in the Monitor, pages 121 and 122, and which it is needless here to tran-
goribe. The Candidate isthen presented with s T'dangle, which is his pe-
culiar insignia, and takes his seat. There being no other business, the
Lodge is then cloged. |

This Degree is conferred upon many who have not taken the Mark De-

* By a reference to the Monitor, page 114, it will be geen that this language is nearly
the same as that used at the installation of a Master of a Lodge.
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.gree,aa a1l Masters of Lodges (I now mean Master’s Lodges), must receive

this prior to their installation; but no one can progress farther than this
Degree without first taking the Mark : and in fact this Degree seems more
~properly to belong to the lower Degrees than to the higher ones—and I am
inelined to - think, that, unciently, this was counted the Fourth Degree,
ﬂlthuugh I have no Masonic authority for so believing, or a single second to
such a belief, that I am aware of. The Leoture of this Degree is dividda
into five sections, the leading features of which may be seen in the Monitor
from page 06 to 145.

THE MEANS TO BE USED BY SUCH AS ARE NOT MASONS, TO GAIN ADMISSION INTO
© ANY LODGE OF PAST-MASTERS ON THE FACE OF THE GLOBE.

‘Tt is a very casy matter to enter & Lodge of Past-Masters, if you have
the sign correctly, ar that is gﬂmﬂlj all that iz required. Sometimes the
words are resorted to, and lest the reader might not fairly understand the
ceremony to be performed, I shall here lay it down so plaioly that he cannot
fail to understand it.*
| Yuumllpmuaﬂaﬂtutheduuruf tlm Ludgog wh.mh jrmlwﬂl find guarded
by the Tyler méli a drawn sword, as in the Mark Degree, and on requesting
to be nﬂmitt.ad, he m]I gﬁﬂﬂem at the door, which will be answered
hy the same numbar ‘from within; when the door will be opened, and the
~ Tyler will whisper your request to the Brother who opens it, when the door

will again be closed. During the mtem], you can agsk the Tyler on what
Degree the Lodge is open, and if he says the Fifth, or Past-Master’s, you
will pm&aéﬂ a8 ’E‘aﬂuwﬂ, ‘when the person sent out to examine you, has con-
dueted you into the private room, as stated in the last Degree : ,

Applicant. T am t'ha Past-Master, and mnh to enter this Lodga of Past-
Masters, .

Past- Master. Hﬂw am I to know you are guah?

Applicant. By this. LHara plma your hands before you, as when the
oath iz taken.] .

Past- Master. Have you nnjrt:lung more, Bmﬂlar t

Applicant. T have. [Here raise your hands, as before uhtroﬂ, and ln-nh:m.s
through the triangle, the Mason will say], : .

Past- Master. What is that, Brother ?

~Applicant. The Triangle of Trath. [Here lmng J"Ul'll‘ hanﬂn down mth

a flap on each thigh.]

# 1 purpose, in-the second edition nfthhwurt to provide plates, uIﬁndit:‘narj
dienlt matter to describe all rhn niuaﬂasfmompauylng the Signs, In w! 1 dmuld
nave provided them for this edition, but for the fear that the angﬂ.ﬂnt
]Mhéﬂjdﬁmﬂm,whhﬁmﬂdhaumﬁﬂm
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The Mason will then be fully satisfied, and introduce you into the Lodge
when you will proceed to the middle of the floor and give the sign above-
named, that the Brethren may be convineed of your elaim; but by all means
avoid pronouncing the words at the time. You will barely raise your hands
to your eyes, preserving the triangle, and then letting them drop on your
thighs with a flap, take a seat.

SIXTH DEGREE OF MASONRY.

TrE MODE AND MANNER 0OF CONFERRING THE DEGREE OF MOST EXCELLENT
MASTER-MASON ON A CANDIDATE——IT BEING THE SIXTH DEGREE OF MASONRY;
TOGETHER WITH THE MEAN3 TO BE USED BY SUCH AS ARE NOT MASONS, TO GAIN

ADMIZSION INTQ ANY LODGE OF MOST EXCELLENT MASTERS ON THE FACE OF THE
GLOBE. '

AncrENTLY, nune but the meritorious and praiseworthy; none but those

who through diligence and industry had progressed far toward perfection;
none but those who had been seated in the Oriental Chair,* by the unani-
mous saffrages of their Brethren—uwere admitted to this Degree of Masonry.
In its original establishment, when the Temple of Jerusalem was finished,
and the fraternity celebrated the cap-stone with great joy, it is demonstra-
ble that none but those who had proved themselves eomplete masters of
their profession were admitted to this honor; and indeed the duties imcum-
bent on every Mason who is accepted and acknowledged as a Most Excellent
Master, are such as render it indispensable that he should have a perfect
knowledge of all the preceding Degrees.

A Lodge of Most Excellent Masters is opened as follows: The Brethren
form themselves into an oblong square aromnd the temple (on which is
placed a golden tabernacle, with staves by which it can be carried), as in
the Mark Degree, all standing and uncovered: when the Most Excellent
Master presiding says: ¢ The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof;
the world, and they that dwell therein.’

The Brother next him says: *For he has founded it upon the seas, and,
established it upon the floods.

The next Brother proceeds: ¢ Who shall aseend intc the hill of the Lord!
and who shall stand in his holy place ¥’
*® The Orienta Chair was the one used by King Solomon when he presided as Grand
Master, which was lost at the destruction of Jerusalem. We learn by a Masonie tradition
contained in the lecture of this degree, that * this chair was of massive gold, with cosh-
ions fringed with silver; and was large enough to contuin three persons.”
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The next Brother replies: ‘He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart;
who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.’

Next Brother: <He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and right-
eousness from the God of his salvation.’

Nest Brother: ‘This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek
thy face, O Jacoh.

Next Brother: Selah,

Next brother: “Lift up your heads, O ye gates,—(here the golden door
is opened),—* and be ye lifted up,'—[here two of the Brethren raise the
golden tabernacle Ly its staves,® about as high as their heads],—‘ye ever-
lasting doors, and the King of Glory shall come in [Here the Brethren
lower the tabernacle.]

Next Brother: *Who is this King of Glory 7

Next: *The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle.

Next Brother: ‘Lift up your heads, O ye gates, even lift them up,'—
(here they again raise the tabernacle),— ye everlasting doors, and the King
of (lory shall come in.

Next: *Who is this King of Glory ¥

Next Brother: ‘The Lord of Hosts, he is the King of Glory.”

The Brethren all together: ‘Selah !

The tabernacle is now replaced on the temple, and the Most Excellent
Master prociaims the Lodge open, when the golden ‘door is clused. and the
Brethren take their seats. There is solemnity in the ceremony of opening
this Lodge, which it is impossible to convey on paper. A reverential awe
pervades the breast of every one present, no matter how often he may have
assisted in the ceremony, :

If a Candidate has been balloted for, and is in waiting, he is conducted
into a private room by two Brethren, when a Brother says the following:

‘Iwas glad when they said unto me, Let us go inte the house of the
Lord’—(During the iime the Brother i3 repeating these passages, the other
Brother is taking the clothing from off the Candidate.)—* Our feet shall
stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem. Jerusalem is builded as a city that
is compaet together; whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, unto
the testimony of Israc], to give thanks unto the name of the Lord. Pray
for the Feace of Jernsalem; they shall prosper that love thee. Peace be
within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces. For my Brethren and
compenions' sake, I will now say, Peace be within thee because of the house
of the Lord cur God, I will seek thy good.’ _

By this time (as the Brother speaks very slow, making sufficient pauses, be

* The ark, whle it was ambulatery with the Tabernacle, was carried by staves on the
shoulders of the Levites. These staves were overlaid with gold, and put through golden.
rings made for them. Prip., v. [, p. 302.
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tween each sentence to give the other Brother time), the Candidate is
deprived of all his clothing except his shirt, and in this situation he is con-
dueted into the Lodge, when the Most Excellent Master addresses him as
follows :

“Brother A. B.,—You are for the sixth time within the walls of our sacred
tabernacle, and it becomes necessary for you to take upon you an Oath, be-
fore you can proeeed further. “Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord?
and who shall stand in his holy place? He that hath clean hands, and a
pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceit-
fally.’ ™

The Candidate i3 then conducted to the altar, caused to kneel on a cush-
ion with both knees, resting his hands on the Bible, the same as in the last
degree, except, instead, of permitting the ends of his fore-fiugers and thumbs
to barely tonch each other, they must now be crossed: i. e., the fore-finger
of the right-hand, at the first jolnt, must eross the fore-finger of the left-hand
at the first joint—(the joint nearest the nail); and the thumb of the right-
hand, at the first joint, must cross the thumb of the left-hand at the first
joint; keeping the bands as fiat on the book as poseible, as in the past de-
gree ; and keeping the other three fingers of each band as close together as
he can, and as far as they ean be stretched from the two fore-fingers, which
are crossed. This forms a figure which is represented on all escuteheons of

Royal Arch Masonry. . In this situation the M. E. Master administers the
following

OATH.

In the name of God, and the Holy Prophets, I solemnly swear, that the
geerets connected with the Degree of Most Excellent Master Magon, which I
have received, am about to, or shall hereafter receive, I will keep inviolate
within my own breast, except I impart them to such as are lawfully entit’.d
to the same. Further, that I will use all amicable means within my power to-
save a worthy brother of this degree from injury, either from himself or any
other person, I also swear that I will ot give the Grand Hailing-sign of dis-
tress, or words of a Most Exeellent Master, to any being in any koown world
without first satisfying myself that such a person is as lawfully entitled to the
same as I myself am, except in case of great distress. 1 furthermore swear,
in the name of God, and the Holy Prophets, that T will never suffor to be
wronged or injured; if within my power to prevent, the wife, sister, mother,
or daughter of a Brother of this degree. In the name of God, and the Holy
Prophets,”

The Oath being finished, the Candidate is ordered to arise, when he is pla-
ced in front of the Temple, and the M. E. Master addresses him thus:

“ Brother— you again behold the owfward sanetuary of King Solomon’s Tem-
ple. May the Lord prepare your heart to fecl the besuties within.”
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The Candidate is here cansed to kneel, when the Master opens the golden
door, when the inside of the Temple seems as dark as Egypt, the lights have
ing been previously extinguished by a Brother—when the M. 1. Master
kneels, and proceeds as follows ; _

“Then said Solomon, The Lord hath said that he woold dwell in thick
darkness. But I have built an house of habitation for thee, and a place for
thy dwelling forever.”  * And he stood before the altar of the Lord, in the
presence of all the congregation of Israel, and spread forth his hands.—(For
Solomon had made & brazen scaffold of five eubits long, and five cubits broads
and three cubits high, and had set it in the midst of the eourt.)—Now thew
O Lord God of Israel, let thy word be verified, which thoun hast spoken unto
thy servant David. —(But will Ged in very deed dwell with men on carth!
Behold, heaven and the heaven of Leavens, cannot contain thee ; how much
less this house which I have builded {)—Then Solomon again spread forth
his hands, and said, Let thine eyes, O Lord, be open upon this house day
and night, and hearken unto the prayer which thy servant prayeth toward
this place.”

The Most Exeellent Master eontinues reciting several lengthy passages,

which may be found in the Masonic Menitor, from page 148, to 152, which
it is useless here toinsert, except such particular parts as serve to illustrato
this part of the ceremony. He at length arrives at the following pas-
sage: :
“ Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, THE FIRE CAME
DOWN FROM HEAVEN,”—here a Brother applies a light to a train pre-
pured for the purpose, unperceived by the Candidate, which ingtantly begins
to lluminate the Temple-~and the Master proceeds :}—+*and consumed the
burnt-offering and the saerifices; and THE GLORY OF THE LORD
FILLED THE HOUSE!"—By this time the Temple is filled with a pure
blaze of flaming light, it having been prepared during the day with eombus-
tible materials for the purpose. The Most Excellent Master continnes: “And
the Pricsts eould not enter into the house of the Lord, beeause the glory of
the Lord had filled the Lord's house.”

Here the Most Excellent Master and Candidate arize, and walk around
to the north side of the temple, when such illaminated figures are presented
to their sight as it is impossible here to describe or enumerate,—(The DBre-
thren maintain a profonnd silence during all this time},—0On the sonth side
of the temple are seen brilliant vepresentations of the implements pertaining
to the lower degrees of Masonry, together with all the adornments of that
side of the original temple at Jerusalem, as deseribed in the Heriptures;
with thousands of other brilliancies too numerous even to name, and which
seem more of another world than this., On the west side, the setting sua
is descending hehind the hills, in all the splendor of & meridian noonday, and
other curiosisies indescribable. Getting round to the north, seareely a gleam
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of light penetrates through this side of the temple! This is of Masonie
ingenuity, and is well understood by all who have studied well the three first
degrees.

In front of the temple, where the golden door opens, which faces the enst,
is secn the reservolr containing the materials which give this brillinunt light ;
and hy the time the Candidate arrives in front [the Master explains many
of the illaminations as they pass around], this source or fountain head ap-
pears partially exhausted,” and the light becomes partially dim, when the
Most Excellent Master addresses the Candidate as follows:

‘ Brother— Y ou discover that the light of Divine love is fading: let the
Divine fire of heaven expand your heart, and revive it.’

After o momentary pause, as if’ waiting for the operation to take effect
on the Candidate (who cannot refrain from certain feelings of his inward
divinity durivg this time), the light resumes its former luster—which is
done by the hand of a Brother, who governs a secrel spring, wholly unob-
served by the Candidate.

During these ceremonies, which eannot be well described, much less made
to appear solemn on paper (but which are in their proper places as solemn
and imposing as human ceremonies can be made), the Brethren maintain
almost a breathless silence,

The Brethren, being all assembled around the temple, and while the illu-
mination is in its greatest splendor, sing the Most Excellent Master’s Song,
accompanied with flutes and other instruments of music; at the same time
marehing round, and yet preserving the oblong square in which they first
formed. As this song is in the Mason’s Monitor, T shall only insert such
parts of it as serve to illustrate this part of the ceremony. Having sung
the three first verses, while marehing round the temple, the Candidate and
Most Excellent Master being now in front of the golden door, they all kneel
with their faces toward the temple (which is in their center), and sing the
last verse, as follows:

“ Almighty Feliovah,
Descend now, and fill

Thiz Lodge with thy glory,
Our hearts with good-will!

Preside al anr meetings,
Aasslst us to find

True pleasure in teaching
Good-will to mankind.*

# The Jaws had a sacred fire which came down from heaven upon their altar of burnt-
offerings, which they Jdid there ever after, until the destroction of Jernsalemy by the
Chaldeans, inextinguishably maintain: and with this fire only were all their sacrifices
and oblations made; und Nadab and Abihn were punished with death for offering incense
to God with other fire. (See Lightfoot’s Temple-serviee.)
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CHORE.

¢ Thy w. epos inspired the great institation,

Thy srrexarn shall support it, till nature explre;
Aud when the ereation shall fall info ruin,

Iis pEatTy shall rise, THROUGH THE MIDAT OF THE FIRE-

At this instant the materials are again replenished* by means of the pri-
vate spring, when a blaze bursts forth, if possible, ten times more brilliant
than any preeeding it, and by means of a pulley held ready by a Brother, a
part of the voof of the temple is raised up, when the blaze flames out with such
a vivid brightuess, that the Brethren involuntarily cover theireyes with their
havds. The blaze sometimes reaches nearly to the ceiling,T and perfames of
the most heavenly fragrance imaginable are emitted, congisting of all the dii-
ferent incenses, and odoriferous drugs that ean be procured. In truth, one
might easily imagine himself in Elysium.

By degrees the light diminishes in brightness, and the Brethren uncover

their faces and rise, when the Most Hxcellent Master addresses the Candi-
date :

“ Brother—yon have seen a faint imitation of ‘ the fire which cometh down
from God out of heaven,” and I beseech you to permit the fire of divine Jove
to hurn with equal fervor continually in your own heart. Let your affections
and thoughts continually ascend unto the Lord as a sweet-smelling savor,
thereby preparing for yourself a erown of glory, eternal in the heavens!”

The Brethren now repeat the first verse of the Most Excellent Master's

Bong, as follows:
All hail te the morning
That bids us rejoice;
The Temple’s completad,
Exalt high each veice;
The Cap-slone is finish'd,
Our labor i8 o’er;
The sound of the gavel
Shall hail ns no more.”
Here the Key Stone is brought forward by a Brother, and replaced im
the Temple between the golden cherubims (it having been removed previously

to opening the Lodge), the golden door is closed, and thus closes this part of

# The holy fire fitst descended upon the altar in the tahernacle at the consecrating of
Aaron and his sons to the priesthoad, and afterward it daseended anew upon the altar in the
Temple of Solomon, at the consecrating of that Temple. And then it was constantly fod and
maintained by the priests, day and night, without even suffering it to go out.

+ Tt is well known that 2 few years sinee the Exchange Coffee Housa was burnt down
fn Boston, and none but Masons of this depres know to this day the manner in which it
canght. It was given out that & party who had been playing cards, ind left a candle
burning in one of the rooms, by which it was communicated, but the truth is, a chapter
was held in an upper room, and hed arrived at this very erisis in the ceremony of con-
ferring this degree, when the fire first took; so the manner in which it originated no len-
ger remaing & myatery.



108 MABONRY ILLUSTRATED.

the ceremony. (I might have previously stated that the insides of the blocke
of which the Temple is built, are thoroughly lined with brass or copper
plates, to prevent their taking fire.) The M. E. Master now says:

“T shall now present you with the words and signs of this degree. The
due-guard sign is given by holding your hands flat before you, thus—letting
your right thumb eross your left at the first joint, and your right fore-finger
crossing your left at the same; keeping your other three fingers of each hand
as far from them as possible. You will then raise them perpendicularly be-
fore your face (with their backs almost touching your face), then let them
separate and drop by your side with a flap. This is the due-guard sign, and
alludes to the situation of your hands swhen you took the Oath.

# The grand hailing-sign of this degree or sign of distress, is this—{here the
Master covers his eyes with his left-hand, with his thumb in a perpendienlar po-
sition over his left temple) —- and has allusion to the way and mannerin which
you protected your eyes from the bright effulgence, when ‘the glory of the Lord
filled the house.'—Accompanying this sign, while your eyes are yet covered, in
case of great distress you are allowed to pronounee the words, ‘AND THE GLORY
of TAE LokD FIuLep THE BOUsE!" These were the expressions made use of in
ancient times, in the Hebrew language; but since Christianity has become
established upon the earth, in many Lodges they teach the Candidate the fol-
lowing in liew thereof: ‘Eror' Eror! La Ma Sasacrumnail’ or which is the
same thing, in English,—* My Gop, My (toD, WHY HAST THOU FORSAKEN ME!
Either of these expressions will immediately be recognized if there be a Bro-
ther of this degree within hearing, who will instantly fly to your relief. This
last sign, and these words, Brother, you will remember you have solemnly
gworn to give only to such as are lawfully entitled to the same, except when
you are in great distress.”

The Candidate is then conducted into the private room, and reclothed. The
Most Excellent Master takes his station, and the Brethren are seated. In
due time the Candidate iz re-introduced, and conducted before the Most
Excellent Master in the Eagt, who delivers the following

CHARGE.

*Broruer: Your admittance to this degree of Masonry, is a proof of
the good opinion the Brethren of this Lodge entertain of your Masonic
abilities. Let this consideration induce you to be careful of forfeiting, by
misconduct and inattention to our rules, that esteem which has raised you to
the rank you now possess. '

‘It is one of your great duties, as a Most Excellent Master, to dispense
light and truth to the uninformed Mason; and I need not remind you of the
impossibility of eomplying with this obligation without possessing an accu-
rate acquaintance with the lectures of each degree.

“If you are not already completely conversant in all the degrees hereto-
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fore conferred on you, remember, that an indulgence, prompted by a belief
that you will apply yourself with double diligence to make yourself so, has in-
" duced the Brethren to aceept you.

‘Let it therefore be your unremitting study to acquire such a degree of
knowledge and information as shall enable you to discharge with propriety
the various duties incumber t on you, and to preserve unsullied the title now
conferred upon you of a Mcst Excellent Master.”

The Candidate then takes a geat, and the Lodge is elosed with nearly the
same ceremonies as those performed at opening; which, however unimpor-
tant or trifiing they may appear on paper, of that sublime and imposing
nature which cannot fail to soften, at least for the time, the stoutest
heart.

The lecture of this degree will be found very interesting, by such as see
proper to visit a Lodge and hear it. The different seetions bring to light
many matters connected with the completion of the temple at Jerusalem,
which have only been preserved from oblivion in the faithful breasts of
Most Excellent Masters. Among other things not related in the Scriptures,
we learn that at the time  when Solomon had make an end of praying,” and
when ‘the fire came down from heaven,” one of the head workmen of the tem-
ple who was present, was go struck with the sublimity of the scene, and his
mini being influenced with such a reverential awe, that he was translated, the
same o5 Elijak! Tt may seem strange that his disappearance was not
noticed by the surrounding thousands, and the cireumstance handed down
in the Seriptures; but the probability is that the spectators were so awed
by the grandeur of the scene, that they took no note of anght else that
transpired. The workmen of the temple all stood in one group, and this
Brother was seen to aseend until fairly out of sight.

Tue MEANS 70 BE USED BY SUOH A8 ARE NOT MABONS, TO GAIN ADMISSION INTO
ANY LODGE OF M0ST EXCELLENT MASTERS oN THE FACE OF TOE GLOBE.

The examination at the door of a Most Excellent Master's Lodge is very
short, and will soon test the gualifications of a visiting Brother. On mak-
ing your request known to the Tyler, as in the last degree, two Brothers
will be sent out to examine you; and being eonducted into the private room,
you will say—(addressing yourself to one of them—)

* AN hail, Most Excellent Masters.’

M. E. Master, All hail*

* Those acquainted with the writings of Shakspeare,will at once discover that he
was n Mason. Not only does he show it .n Macbeth, but his Hamlet is full of {t. Ghest
# Mark me!" © Safe-bind, Bafe-find me,” &e. '
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Applicant. T am a Most Excellent Master Magon, and claim admissior
into this Lodge.

M. E. Master. Prove yourself such, and yo will be received and ae- -
knowledged.

Applicant. What would you bave, Brother ?

M, E. Master. A E.lgn

Applicait.~—(Here give the due-guard wign, by placing vour handa flat
before you, with their backs up, as when you took the oath: with the right
thumh crossing the left at the joint nearest the natl, and the right fore-finger
erosging the same joint of the left fore-finzer, as explained before: then
bring your haunds up bofore your fuee in this situation, so that your fingers
—exrept the two five ones—point diveetly upward; then let them separate
entd drep by your side, with a flap.)

M. E. Master. What sign is that, Drother?

Applicant. The due-guard sign of a Most BExcellent Master,

M. E. Master. When did that sign orviginate, Brother?

Applivant. When the fiest Most Excellent Master teok bis oath.

M. E. Master. To what does it allude, Brother?

Applicant, To the manver in which my hands were Plnmﬂ, when I was
gualifying myself to take upon me this degree.

M. E Master. Have you any other sign, Brother?

Applicant. T have, Most Exeelleut.

M. E. Master. (zive meit, Brother,

Appdice. T eannot, at this time, Most Excellent,

M. E. Muster. Iam satisfied, Most Excellent Brother, that you are entitled
to admission,

You will then be introduced, when you will proceed to the middle of the
floor, and give the due-guard sien and take a sent.—FEnd of the sizth De-

qree.

SEVENTH DEGREE OF MASONRY.

THE MODE AND MANNER OF CONFERRING THE DSEIREE OF ROTAL ARCH MAZ0N
ON A CANDIDATE—IT BEING TIHE SEVERNTH, AND LAST DEGREE OF ANCIENT
MASONKY ] TOGETHER WITH THE MEANS TO BE USED BY SUCH A% ARE NOT
MASONE, TO GAIN ADMISSION INTO ANY CHAPTER OF ROYAL ARCI MASON3S ON
THE FACE OF THE GLOEBE.

“Trrs degree is indeseribably more august, sullime, and important
than all which precede it; and is the summit and perfection of ancient Ma
sonry. It impresses on our minds a convietion of the being and existence o
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a Supreme Deity, without beginning of days, or end of years; and reminds
us o° the reverence due to his holy name.

“I'his degree brings to light many essentials of the Craft, which were for
the space of four bundred and seventy years buried in darkness; and with-
ot 2 knowledge of which the Masonic character cannot be complete.”

I feel myself more than ever as standing upon * holy ground,” now I approach
this degree—this Ne Plus Ultra of Masonry ; and almost inecompetent to per-
form the task before me : yet, if T do not rehearse all the ceremonies introduced
in this degree (as I necessarily must uot, as they of themsclves would fill this
work), [ shall present the main particuiars; and such arcana as will cnable
any one who chooses to visit any Chapter on the globe, when he can see with
his own eyes, and hear with his own cars, the things bere related, together
with various other matters which are omitted.

The Chapter being assembled, the three lead officers take their stations,
which are the same as the Master and Wardens in a Lodge. These three
officers are, The High Priest, King, and Scribe. The High Priest is elad
In 3 blue robe, and is seated in the East under a canopy, with a scepler in
his hand ; the King is stationed in the west, and wears a purple robe; and
the Seribe in the South, wearing a robe of the deepest scarlet. The Captain
of the Host, Principal Sojourner, and other officers, all have clothing peculiar
to their stations, and are promiscuously disposed around the Chapter room,
when the High Priest recites the following passage: '

« Now we command you, Brethren, that ye withdraw yourselves {rom
every Brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which ye
received of us. For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us, for we
behaved ourselves not disorderly among you. Neither did we eat any man’s
bread for naught, but wrought with labor and travel day and night, that we
might not be chargeable to any of you. Not beeause we have not power,
but to make ourselves an example unto you to follow us. For even when
we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any wouold not work,
neither should he eat: for we hear there are some who walk among you
lisorderly, working not at all, but are busy-bodies. Now, them that are
suen, we command and exhort, that with quietness they work, and eat their
own bread. Bat ye, Brethren, be yo not weary in well-doing.  And if any
man obey not our word, note that man, and have no company with him, that
he may be ashamed.  Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as
4 brother. Now, the Leord of peace bhimself give you peace always.
The salatation of Paunl, with mine own hand, which 1s the token ; so I write.”

Harving enneluded, the Companious all kneel, when the H. P. proceeds:
« (reat Architect of the Universe, we again appear in thy holy presence,
with o sincere desire that our hearts may be free from guile. Purify, O
Lord, our inward tabernacle, and grant that our works may redound to the
glory <f thy Holy Name.” Response: ‘8o mote it be I
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The H. P., King and Scribe now descend from their several stations, and
approach a New Temple which is placed on the middle of the floor, and
about four times the size of the one used in the Mark, and M. E. Master's
degrees; when the H. P repeats the following:

“ For thus saith the Lord of Hosts, Yet once, it is a little while, and I
will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sca, and the dry land: and T
will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come, and T will
fill this honse with glory. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine.—~The
glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, and in this
place will T give peace.  Moreover, the word of the Lord came unto me,
gaying, The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house,
his hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt know that the Lord of Hosts
hath sent me unto you. For who hath despised the day of small things? for
they shall rejoice, and shall gee the plummet in the hands of Zerubbabel with
those seven.” ( This is an ancient prophesy, and has allusion to the
rebuilding of the second temple, after the destruetion of the former one,
which is represented to have take place in this degree.)

The Companions now move in solemn procession around the temple, until
the H. P. has delivered a lengthy passage from the Seriptures, at the end
of which, he proclaims the Chapter open, when the officers take their sta-
tions and the Companions their seats.

The Chapter being oponed, and a Candidate in waiting, be is conducted
into the private apartment by three of the Companions, and divested of sll
his clothing, save his shirt, when one of them says, “ Naked® you eame into
the world, and naked vou must veturn.” He then desires him to take off
his shirt, and put on ‘The apron of fig-lzaves.”t The apron is lying before
the Candidate, and the three Companions having turned their backs, he
strips off his shirt and girds on the apron as requested. A pair of Oriental
Slippers are then put on bis feet, which completes his preparation for this
gublime degree, '

These slippers are somewhat curious, and ag many will read this work who
will never visit a Chapter to see them, particularly females, I shall attempt
a partial description of them. They are woven togother without a seam, in

# Man, before the transgression, was naked, and yet not ashamed. Gen. ii. 25. But
afier, he knew he was naked. Gew. ili. 7-11. Saul being naked, prophesied with the
Prophets, 1 Sas xix. 24, ’

t This apron is composed of real leaves, and is intended to represent the one worn by
Adam in the garden of Eden, after he had parfaken of the forbidden fruit. It resches
entirely around him, and deseends nearly to the koees, so that no very material breach of
modesty is made: and vet, whut modest lady (who ig often heard railing against the Ma-
sons for their not admitting her sex), would willingly be present ut this ceremony; much
less, have it performed on herself ! In my travels smong the Indians, I hove seen whole
nations duly prepared, in their ordinary dress, to be make Royal Arch Masons, excepting
the substitution of cloth or leather, for the ieaves of troes.
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modern Chapters, from the bark of the elm tree, split to about the size of
commen stocking yarn. It is presumable that anciently they were manufac-
tured from the bark of the same tree that afforded the wrappers in which
Egyptian Mummies were enshrouded and embalmed : but this is more conjec-
ture, althongh there is mo good reason to disbelieve it, The fact that
anciently the same tree produced clothing for a Mummy, and slippers for
Royal Arch Masons, is further established by the fullowing extraet from an
ancient work on the “Musenm of Antiynities” at Bome: ,

“(n one shelfe in thee eorner of this roome layed a ghow or slippur madd
of some verie finne barkk of tree, which was verie and extreemlie finne, and
madde entyrelie wholle without seame or linning, and was wranghte verie
curiouslic and witth muteh ingensonsnesze, They sayed ytt bad beloonged
ancientlie to somme King who had been slaype in battel, and was of sutch
texture as formetlie they wranghte to enshroude sutch menne of greate valyor
that ytt was deemed meote to imbamme in theire tommbes,” &e.

Thesc slippers are much longer than the feet, and are peaked at the toes.
The heel of each forms two right angles of a square, and is not circular, as
other shoes. They are ornamented all over so as partially to resemble the
Indian Moceasing, which ave decorated with quills of the pereupine, but with
this difference ; the slippers used in a chapter are ornamented with geld and
gilver tinsel, forming the ancient hieroglyphies of the Egyptians, which some
pretend to understand and explain; whereas the Indian moccagin is merely
ornamented in the ordinary drapery style. Dut to our subject.

During the time the Candidate is in preparation, the companions within
the Chapter prepare the room for his reception in a manner which will be seen
after his introduction.  AIl things being in readiness, ke is taken in by the
three enmpanions, when the first thing that weets his eye is a large Arch
situated directly over the temple,* and reaching nearly to the eeiling.  (This
arch is eomposed of several pieces, which ave kept in a large chest under
lock and key, that they may uot be seen by Brethron of a lower degree; and
when used in the Chapter, are fastened together with SCTEWS. )

In the center of this arch, i. e. where the key stone is usually placed, it is
discovered that the key stone is gone, and consequently the areh meets toge-
ther in such a manner as to make it irregular. The Candidate is then, by
means of o ladder of seven rounds, conducted up to the cemter of the arch,
which is opened, and he is placed in the opening instead of the key stone,
with his face fronting the Fast, and hie arms extended along over the arch

= This temple is about four times as large as the one used in other degrees, and is eapa.
ble of containing five or six persons.

t Speaking of the mode of worship taught by Zoroaster and his diseiples, H. Pridennx,
p- 389, says, < But this was not a new institation of his: We find in Ezekiel, v, 16,
where it is related, that the prophet being carried ina vision to Jerusalem, saw, among
other things, ¢about five and iwenty men standing between the porch and the
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in opposite directions. (The two ends of the arch, at the opening, come
cloze under his arms, which gives the appearance that the arch is whole, and
passes directly through his holy.)) His feet are permitted to rest on the
roof of the temple beneath, although T have known very short men compelled
to support themselves, during the whole ceremony, by their arms resting on
the arch.  This was the intention and custom, originally, but for gevera)
centuries past it has been found so very severe on the Candidate, that the
other moede has been adopted.  Tts intention was to teach those who shounld
be exalted to this degree, “patience and long suffering” in the cause of
trath. When a very short man takes this degree, blocks are furnished for
his feet to rest upon, but this practice was unknown in ancient times; and
many enlightened Masons question the propriety of it in our days.

In this situation, the High Priest addresses the Candidate as follows:

“ Most ExceireNt Broraer—You are now placed in the situation in which
all Royal Arch Magons have been placed, previous to receiving this sublime de-

EIBE.“
The H. Priest then administera the following

AFFIRMATION *

“Tn the name of the EVERLASTING GOD, the Holy Prophets and
Evangelists, T do most solemnly affirm, that the degree of Royal Arch Mason,
or any part thereof, shall never be commaunicated by me to any person or
persons in any known world, except to such as have taken upon themselves
the degress of Entered Apprentice, Fellow- Craft, Master, Mark-Master, Past-
Master, Most Iixcellent Master, and Royal Arch Mason (exeept I am presi-
ding as High Priest over a Chapter, in which case the last named degree
is excepted) ; and not to those even until I am fally satisfied within my own
mind that they have legally and lawfully received the same. T also solemn-
Iy affirm, that T will use my utmost endeavors to preserve peace and harmony
among my eompanions of this degree, when in the Chapter, as well as when
asgnciated with the world : that I will not injure, or suffer to he injuredin
any manner, a companion of this degree, if within my knowledge and power
to prevent: that the widows and orphans of companions of this degree, shall
receive my protection and support, as far as in my power lies, the same as
those of my own blood. Furthermore do I most solemnly affirm, that T will

altar, with their fzces foward the east.’—For the Holy of holies [in which was
the Shechinah of the divine presence resting over the mercy.seat and chernbims),
being on the western eud of the Temple at Fernsalem, all that entered thither to worship
God, did it with thelr faces tarned that way, i. e. toward the east; for that was their Kebla
or the peint toward which they always directed their worship."

* No Royal Arch-Muason is allowed to swear, either in the Chapler or a Court of
Justice.
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not give the Grand Hailing-Sign and Words of a Royal Arch Mazer, or any
or either of them, except when in danger of my life, nor then, except I have
substantial reasons to believe a Royal Arch Mason s within hail, who ean
sava it. Furthermore, that in my intereourse with my Fellow-men, T will be
upright and just, and never he guilty of any aet which shall sully the dignity
of my profession, or forfeit the respect and veneration due to this sublime
Institution. In the name of the Everlasting God, the Hely Prophets and
Evangelista.”

This eonstitutes the affirmation of a Royal Arch Mason. The High Priest
now recites the following : _

“ Supreme Architeet of Universal Nature, whe, by thine almighty word,
didst speak into being the stupendous Arch of Heaven, and, for the instrue-
tion and pleasure of thy rational creatures, didst adorn us with greater and
legser lights; thereby magnifying thy power, and endearing thy goodness
unto the sons of men: we humbly adore and worship thine unspeakable per-
fection, We bless thee that when man had fallen from his innocence and
his happiness, thou didst still leave unto him the power of reasoning, and
eapacity of improvement and pleasare. We thank thee that amidst the
paing and ecalamitics of our present state, so many means of refreshment
and satisfaction are reserved unto us, while traveling the rugged path of life
Especially would we at tbis time render thee our thonksgiving and praise for
the institution, as members of which we arc ot this time assembled, #d for all
the pleasures we have derived from it. We thank-thee that the few here
assembled hefore thee, have been favored with new inducements, and laid
under new and stronger oblizations, to virtue and holiness. May these
obligations, Oh blessed Father, have their full effect upon ns. Teach us,
we pray thee, the true reverence of thy great, mighty, and terrible name.
Inspire us with o firm and unshaken resolution in our virtmous pursnits.
Give us grace diligently to seareh thy word in the Book of Nature, wherein
the duties of our high voeation are inenleated with divine authority.  May
the solemnity of the ceremonies of our institution be duly impressed on our
winds, and have a lasting and bappy effect upon our lives. May all thy
miracles and mighty works fill us with the dread, and thy goodness impress
us with the love, of thy holy name. ¥ay holiness to the Lord be engraved
on all our thoughts, words, and actioss. May the increase of piety ascend
eontinmally unto thee from the a/tar of our hearts, and burn, day and night,
as a gacrifice of a sweot-smelling savor, well pleasing unto thee. And
since sin has destroyed within us the first femple of purity and inmocenee,
may thy heavenly grace guide and assist us in rebuilding o second temple of
reformation, and may the glory of this latter hour be greater than the glory
of the former. Amen”

Response: *“So mote it be /"
The center pieces of the arch on which the arms of the Candidate are
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resting, ere now removed, and the Candidate is told to suffer his arms fo
make their cwn motion; and as the center pieces are both removed at the
same time, his arms, of enurse, drop by his sides with a flap; and this is the
due-guard sign of a Roysl Arch Mason. Perhaps this is the most proper
time to instruet the reader in this due-guard sign: You will extend your
arms in about the same divection from your hody as thongh you had a Gariel
under each, though not suffer your fingers to point quite so much toward your
body as you would in-that ease;—then bring them down with a fap to yonr
sides. This is the doe-guard sign of this degree, and alludes to the situa-
tion of your hands and arms, when you took npon yourself the affirmation
of a Royal Arch Mazon; which was, with your arms extended from the center
of the arch, tmpard s base, in a cireular direction. It will be seen that if the
arms were nob attached to the shoulders, but passed directly through thew
and joined in the middle, a perfest arech would be formed. Care must be
taken to prevent any sudden hend in the eibows, but let them form a gentle
curve, 80 a8 to rescmble, as much as possible, an arch.

The Candidate is now standing on the top of the temple, and the Royal
Arch is removed a foot or two back to give him ample room, when the High
Priest recites the following passage:

“T will bring the blind by a way that they know not; I will lead them in
paths that they have not known; I will make the darkness light hefore
them, ggd evooked things straight: These things will T do unto them, and
will not forsake them,” '

Here the High Priest descends from his station, and approaches the tom-
vle, when by meauns of the ladder of seven rounds, he ascends and stands by
the gide of the Candidate;* when he opens a trap door which the Candidate
basg not before discuvered, and descends, desiring him to follow, Being now
within the temple, and the trap door closed over their heads, the High Priest
proceeds as follows :

“ And when the Lord saw that he turned agide to see, God ealled unto him,
out of the midst of the bush, and said,—here a companion without the templo
says, ‘ Moses, Moses '—when the High Priest answers, * Here am 1" The
High Priest continues: <And he said,—here the companion without says,
‘draw not nigh hither: Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place where-
on thou standest iz holy ground.” Here the High Priest takes off 1is shoest
and teaches the Candidate to do the same. The High Priest continnes :
‘ Moreover be said,’—here the companion without (who is the eaptain of the
host), says, ‘I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jaeoh, The High Priest now says,—and Moses
hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon Ged.)—(Here they hide their

# Three ponerally take this degres on tha sana cvoning, bat this part of the ceremony

ia never performned on more than one at a thine
t Shilo, or Shiloh, —(Hebrew ), putting off one’s shoes.
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faces with their bands, and then withdraw them again.) They now seat
themselves on stools with cushions fringed with gul&, when the High Priest
addresges the Candidate as follows:

“ Most ExcErient BrotEER—You have now arrived within the temple
of the living Gtod. Let us bow down our faces to the ground and worship
the Lord, who is strong and mighty.” (Here they bow their faces to the
ground.) *0 thou who didst aforetime appear unto thy servant Moses in a
flame of fire out of the midst of a bush, enkindle, we beseech thee, in each of
pur hearts, a flame of devotion to thee, of love to each other, and of charity
to all mankind.”

(I should have previously stated, that after the trap door is closed over
their heads, the only light admitted within the temple is through a trans-
parency on the east side, rezembling the rising sun; but as this is only
admitted through oiled paper, it affords but a dim light, and gives every-
thing around them a gloomy and confused appearance: yet, if there is so-
lemnity in any human ceremony, there is in this.)

They now lift their faces from the ground, and are again seated. The
High Priest continues: “I now, Most Excellent Brother, withdraw the first
vail!” (Herenpon he pulls a cord, and the outward poreh of King Solomon’s
Temple is presented to their view, most brilliantly illuminated, with the
varions Masonic implements uwsed in the first degree; rough aod perfect
aghlers, squares and compasses, twenty-four inch gauges, common gavels,
Entered Apprentices at their labor, &e. &e., when the Master of the firat
vail speaks from without, yet through a tube, which makes his voice sound
within the first vail:—* Son of man, mark well the entering in of the gate I”
Hereupon the High Priest pulls another cord, which raises the second vail,
when all the paraphernalia pertaining to the second and third degrees, ap-
pear in the most brilliant eolors. The wvarious orders of architecture, as
explained in the Fellow Craft’s degree; all the emblems which adorn a
Master’s carpet; Master-Masons at their labors, &e., with thousands of
other illuminations of the most brilliant colors, and variegated hues. Here
will be one which vies in its vivid blue with the freshest violet; and per-
haps adjoining to it, another which might dispute superiority with the lily,
in its bright scarlet. But it is impossible to do justice to this part of the
gubject. One part, however, must not be omitted.

In the center, through a long perspective view of the middle chamber
beyond it, however), is seen the Sanctum Sunclorum, or Holy of Holies.
King Hiram iz geen lying prostrate on the floor, surrounded by several of
his Brethren, weeping. A ocoffin lies by his side, with the cirele of letters
on it, as explained in the Mark degree. On the right, a large pedestal, or rather
monument, with the words ‘VIRTUE AND INTEGRITY’ on its front; and
on the left, death’s shull and cross-bones, with a bright flower flourishing direetly

over it. HBut. I find these things cannot be intelligibly conveyed on paper.
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After they have viewed these transparencies a few moments, the Master
of the second vail speaks through a tube, * Imitate the virtues of departed
Innocence I""—The High Priest here withdraws the third and last vail; and
here I feel myself wholly incompetent to convey even a faint idea of the bean-
tieg presented to view: I shall attempt, however, the more important.

I the center of the panorama, is a mwagnificent Royal Arch, illaminated
with all the variegated hues which human ingenuity can invent. Thousanda
of small glass lamps, of all colors imaginable, are suspended on either side from
the center, The blaze iz s0 dazzling, that the eyes bave often been injured
to that degree, as to render it necessary to wear goggles after viewing it. In
the center of this arch is seen s human being, in the same situation the Can-
didate was placed a short time before; and the surrounding brilliancies give
a lustre to the whole scene, too vivid for the mortal eye to behold. By ma-
chinery prepared by ingenious Masons, the man in the center of the arch
is seen gradually to ascend, and a proper Key Stone takes his place, and ap-
pears firmly fixed. On the stone are the circular letters, and as theman as-
cends to give it room, he is distinctly heard to say, “ He That Was Slain
Soars To Kindred Spirits;” but in fact, these expressions are made by the
Master of the third vail, through the tube; but the illusion is so complete,
that one can imagine he sees the lips move,

Batisfied as I am that I have presented but a very imperfect picture of
this part of the ceremony, I shall willingly withdraw from this * holy gound.”
The High Priest now drops the seene, and the samo glimmering sun enter-
ing on the east side, is the only light they receive. The High Priest now
ascends the ladder of the seven rounds (which was taken from the outside and
placed down through the trap door, before they descended), desiring the Can-
didate to follow; and in a few minutes, having put on their shoes and slip-
pers, they are again standing on the top of the temple, surrounded by all the
companions present. This seems to the Candidate like emerging from a world
of spirits into a world of mortals; and in truth the sudden transition is such
a8 to make an impression on the mind which can never be removed.

The Candidate iz again exalted to his station in the Arch,* with his face
toward the east, when the High Priest withdfiws the Ladder, and p]m:mg it
on the outside of the temple, descends, and proceeds to his station in the
east, when he addresses the Candidate as follows:

“ Most Excellent Brother—-You are now entitled to a full azp]a.nahun of
all the arcana upon which this degree is founded. We learn by a Masonic
tradition that at the time Adam was created from the dust, on the very day
of his ereation, as he was seated on a little eminence under the shade of a

® A very beantiful representation of the Candidate in his present situation in the arch,
executed by a ekillful engraver, has been placed as a frontispiece in the * Masonic Min-
strel,” and may there be seen. 'Ihangmurhu,fnrubnﬂm reasons, omitted to place
his arms in their proper situation
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fig-tree, an angel appeared before bim with a seroll in his right-band, and
addressed Adam as follows, in the Hebrew language: “Lo, Man, beware of
the temptation which will be offered unto thee. I am sent by thy Maker to
warn thee from the death to which thou wilt be exposed shouldst thou listen
to other connsel than that which the Lord thy God bath implanted within
thine own bosom: beware, therefore, of temptation. Ie, Man! Look upon
this!" Here the angel unrolled the seroll, which contained Hebrew characters
answering to these in our language.”

Here the High Priest unrolls a sercll {whieh he takes from a box which
has the appearance of gold, with some Hebrew characters on it}, when the
Candidate discovers, in large letters—* LORD EVERLASTING, DVER-
LASTING LORD!7"*—The High Priest continues: “ These, companion,
are the words of a Royal Arch Mason, which you have solemnly affirmed
never to utter, save when your life is in imminent danger, nor then, unless
you have substantial reasons to believe a companion is within hail, who can
saveit., The sign accompanying these expressions, you will receive in due-
time,”

The High Pricst now wraps up the seroll, replaces it in the box, and con-
tinnes

« Having said this, the angel presented the seroll to Adam, and digap-
peared from his sight. After the ereation of Eve, Adam related unto her
the circumstance of the angel, and showed her the seroll; but Eve would not
hearken unto his eounsel.  She partook of the forbidden fruit, and did eat,
and through her entreaties, Adam also. After this they were ashamed,
and clothed themselves in aprons of fig-leaves, gathered from the very tree
ander which Adam sat when the angel appeared unto bim. You are thus
elad this evening, companion, the better to impress upon your mind the
warning given by the angel unto Adam; and now, in the language of the
Angel, I caution thee to brware of all templations which will be presenbed wndo
thee, in all thy travels through the rugged paths of life.”

Here the High Priest descends, and proceeds to the temple, which he
ascends by the ladder of seven rounds, and continues:

« And by obedience to this warning veice, may you prepare for yourself a
('rownN oF (LORY in the heavens, transcending in brilliant diadems the one
which T now present you, as spiritual things transcend material.™

Here a companion presents to the High Priest a gplendid erown, encir-
oled around with ‘HOLINESS TO THE LORD,” which he places on the
nead of the newly-exalted eompanion, when all present exclaim, ¢ Holiness
to the Lord P 'The High Priest then continues the tradition:

# In Jewish Chapters these words are given in the Hebrew language: © ADONAL
OULEM, OULEM ADONAL” It will be discovered that these words read the same
backward and forward, in accordance with many passages in the Scriptures wnich
declare the Lord is, ¢ without beginning or ending,’ * the first and the last,’ * the Alpha.
and Omegn,’ ¢ without turning, or the shadow of a change,’ &e.
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“This weroll, which the angel gave unto Adam, was handed down from
father to son, until the building of the Temple by Solomon, and was by him
used when this degree was conferred, to teach Candidates the words of this
degree, which were first given by the Lord to Adam, through the angel. As
these words could not be uttered except when life was endangered, and as
no part of them could be written or engraved, upon anything movable or
immovable* this was the only instrument by which they counld be taught.
This scroll was always intrusted to the care of Hiram Abbiff, who so well
knew tho importance of his charge, that, unknown to Solomen, or any
other person, he caused a deep vault to be made under the southernmost part
of the temple, and so completely arched over and eovered, that the most
penetrating eye conld not diseover it.  To cffect this, he procured laborers
from a foreign country, and bound them by a Solemn Qath never to divulge
it. The entrance to this vault was through the wall of the room wherein
King Hiram formed his designs, previous to laying them down on the Tres-
tle-board ; and the door of the entrance was so micely contrived, that no
human eye could notice any difference in the wall; and it never was dis-
covered unto this day.t

«Tn this vault King Hiram deposited this scroll, and never removed it
axcept on occasions like the present. After the death of this worthy Bro-
ther, in the melancholy manner related in the third degree, these words
were lost and were nowhere to be found. Strict search was made in the
most secret recesses of the sanctum sanctoruwm, all to no purpose. The
sudden death of Hiram was a sad blow to Masonry. This scroll lay buried
in darkness in thizs vault for the space of four Aundred and seveniy years
during which period Royal Arch Masonry may be said to have slept.

« Qometime after the rebuilding of the second temple by Zerubbabel and
his Companions, this vault and this seroll were discovered in the following
singular manner :

« A Lodge of Master-Masons was sitting in a lower room of the temple
dircetly over this vault,} the floor of which, near the south-west corner,
was somewhat decayed; and by some accident a Brother stepped on a
plank which partially gave way; and in saving himself, his trowel dropped

# Hee Entersd Apprentice’s Obligation in  Jachin and Boaz."”

+ Humpurey PrIDEAUX, in his researches, certainly guined some knowledge of this ark,
though not the true, as he imputes to Solomen and King Josiah that which belongs to
Hiram Abbiff. Witness the following: © But most of them will have it, that King
Josiah, being foretold by Huoldah the prophetess, that the temple would epeedily after his
death be destroyed, cansed the ark to be put in a vault under ground, which Solomon,
foreseeing this destruction, had caused of purpose to be built, far the preserving of i, in
which vault, they say, it hath lain hid ever since, even to this day."—Val. 1, pp. 303-4.

3 But this ia not to be understood of its bigness: for the second temple was of the
.same dimensions with the firet ; # h‘lﬂg built wpon the very same ﬁundﬂi&na. Con. O
0. & N. Test., H. Prideanx, v. 1, p. 204.
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through the opening on the ground underneath the floor. The High Priest
now recites the following passages:

«For there was & tabernacle made; the first, wherein was the candle-
stick, and the table, and the shew-bread; which is called the sanctuary.
And after the vails, the tabernacle, which is called, The Holiest of all;
which had the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overinid round-
ahout with gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron’s
rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant: and over it the cherubims
of glory, shadowing the mercy-seat; of which we cannot now speak par-
ticularly.”

“In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen and
close up the breaches thereof, and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it
as in the days of old. :

««In the heginning was the word, and the word was with God, and the
word was God.”  After reciting these passages from seripture, the High
Priest proceeds with the tradition

«This accident causing a elight interruption in their labors, a part of the
flooring wag removed, when the Brother stepped down on the ground to
reach his trowel, when it gave way beneath hie feet, and be was precipitated
to the bottom of the vault, a distance of full fifteen feet! A ladder was
now provided, and eight other Brethren descended with lights, when it was
found that the Brother who bad fallen through the decayed arch, had
received a serions fracture in the fall, on the top of his head; and having
his hands clasped together by the fingers, was pressing them on the fracture
to prevent the effusion of blood. He pressed them on so hard that it was
with diffieulty the Brethren could remove them. On examining the apart-
ment, a box was found of pure gold, firmly locked, with the key-hole in the
exact form of the letter &, and on the top was engraved ‘HiraM ApsIrF—
Sacnep”  The Brethren immediately recollected that a key in form of the
letter G+ had been preserved in the archives of the Lodge from time jmme-
morial, and none of them had known the use of it; and on calling to their
Brethren above, it was thrown down to them, when they easily unlocked
their treasure, and to their great joy found the long lost seroll, eontaining
the sacred words : and before ascending they agreed that the Grand hailing-
sign of this degree, should thereafter be the one made by the Brother who
had received the injury; and should only be given when life was in danger;
nor then unless there was a prospect that it might thereby be preserved.

«This sign is given by shoving all the fingers of each hand between each
other lengthwise, keeping the hands flat with the backs np, and each thumb
pointing direetly toward your hody; and then raise them in this situation
very slowly, considerably above your head (direetly over it), so as to form
an arch; then bring them down on the top of your head, pressing down
heavy on it, at the same time pulling slowly, so as in a short time to let the
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fingers slip from hetween each other, and your arms and hands drop down
by your side with a flap. This sign, Companion, is the Grand hailing-sign
of this degree, and can ouly be given as agreed on by the nine Brethren in
the vault, when it may be accompanied by the words on the seroll.

" After forming this agreement, the nine Brethren ascended the ladder,
and, acquainting the rest of the Brethren of their discoveries, they all entered
into a salemn eontract to conform to it. The name of the Brother who
received the injury (of which he shortly recovered), was Nebat, who was
ever aftor complimented by his Brethren for having dropped his trowel
through the erevice in the floor, as it had heen the means of restoring to
the Masonic fraternity that which might otherwise have remained in dark-
ness forever.

“T have further to inform you, Companion, that the key of this golden
tabernacle, which was in the form of the letter G, onr Grand Master, Hiram
Abbiff, ever carried in a pocket near his left breast—and near his heart.
Thus he carried it, when he was slain by the ruffians, and falling on Lis left
side, it made the faint impression which was discovered on ‘that part of his
body after it was found. After the ruffians had slain him, they searched his
body, and took from his pocket this key: but not knowing the use of it
they threw it among the clefts of the rocks at the time they were detected
and taken, where it was found a short time after by some Master-Masons
who were examining the spot—who alse not knowing the use of it, it was
laid up in the archives of the Lodge by order of King Solomon, where it
had remained useless until the period when the discovery was aceidentally
made which I have just related to you. You are now made acquainted with
the principal ground-work of this degree; but in the Lecrurs you will dis-
eover innumerable beanties which eannot be made to appear at thiz time.

“ You are now, Companion, exalted to the sublime degree of Royal Arch
Mason.”

The Candidate is now taken down from the arch, and conducted to the
private room and reclothed, and then conveyed before the High Priest in
the East, who gives him the following

CHARGE,

“WorrHy Companton: By the conmsent and agsistance of the mem
bers of this Chapter, you are now exalted to the sublime and honorable do.
gree of & Royal Areh Mason.

* Having attained this degree, you have arrived at the summit and per-
fection of ancient Masonry ; and are consequently entitled to a full expla-
nation of the mysteries of the order.

*The rites and mysteries developed in this degree have been handed down
through a chosen few, unchanged by time, and uncontrolled by prejudica:
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and we expect and trust, they will be regarded by you wita the game vene-
ration, and transmitted with the same serupulous purity to your sucees-
8OTS,

“No one can refleet on the ceremonies of gaining admission into this
place, without being foreibly struck with the important lessons which they
teach.

“ Hera we are necessarily led to contemplate with gratitude and admira-
tion the sacred source from whenee all earthly comforts flow; here we find
additional inducements to continue steadfast and immovable in the dis-
charge of our respective duties; and here we are bound, by the most solemn
ties, to promote each other’s wellfare, and correet each other’s failings, by
advice, admonition and reproof.

“ As it is our most carnest desire, and a duty we owe to our Companions of
this order, that the admission of every Candidate into this Chapter shall be
attended by the approbation of the most serutinizing eye, we hope always
to possess the satisfaction of finding none amongst us, but such as will
promote to the utmost of their power the great end of our institution. By
paying due attention to this determination, we expeet you will never recom-
mend any Candidate to this Chapter, whose abilities and knowledge of the
foregoing degrees, you cannot freely vouch for, and whom you do not firmly
and confidently believe, will fully conform to the principles of our order, and
fulfill the obligations of a Royal Arch Mason. While such are our mem-
bers, we may expect to be united In ove cobject, without lukewarmness,
inattention or neglect; but zeal, fidelity, and affection, will be the distin-
guishing characteristios of our society, and that satisfaction, harmony and
peace may he enjoyed at our meetings, which no other society ean afford.”

The Chapter is then elosed with similar ceremouies to those used at
opening, which it is uscless here to recapitulate. Were I to insert all the
ceremonies and passages practiced and read during the conferring of this
degree, they of themselves would fill & book considerably larger than the
New Testament—as any one may disecover who will visit a Chapter, and
remain present during the conferring of thiz degree.

The Chapter being closed with solemn ceremonies, the following prayer is
rehearsed by the Most Excellent High Priest:

“By the Wisdem of the Supreme High Priest may we be directed, by his
Strength may we be enabled, and by the Beauty of virtne may we be incited,
to perform the obligations here enjoined on us; to keep inviolably the mys-
teries here unfolded to ug, and invariably to practice all those duties ouf of
the Chapter, which are inculeated iz it.” |

Response: * 8o mote it be!” ¢ Amen)

The Companions then disperse, and the Captain of the Host sees that the
Temple, Royal Arch, &e. are properly disposed of; and thus concludes the
ceremony of conferring this degree
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THE MEANS T0 BE USED BY S8UCH A8 ARE NOT MABONE, TO GAIN ADMIBSION INTO
ANY CHAPTER OF ROYAL ARCH MABQON3 ON THE FACE OF THE GLOEE.

In this degree it is seldom that more is required of a visitor, than barely
the dume-guard sign, as it is so utterly impossible that any one not having
taken this degree should be in the possession of it; but sometimes a stranger
who claims admission is {aken into the private room, and undergoes the
following examinatios:

Applicant. 1 claim admission into this Chapter of Royal Arch Ma-
CIES

R. A. Mason. By what rights do you claim admission ?

Applicant. By the rights of the Royal Arch. [Here give the due-guard
gign as directed in page 116.]

R, A, Mason. To what does that allude?

Applicant. To my situation in the Royal Arch, when I was exalted to
this degree.

R. A. Mason. I am satisfied, Most Excellent Companion, that your claims
to admission into our Holy Sanctuary are well founded.

You will then be introduced, when, as in the preceding degrees, you will pro-
ceed to the center of the floor, give the due-guard sign, and then take a
seat.—End of the Seventh, and last Degree of Anciend Masonry.



RECAPITULATION,.

[ sBALL now recapitulate the Due-Guard Signs, Grand Hailing-Signs of
Distress, Words, Words of Distress, &c. of the several degrees; which will
give the reader a more condensed view of the necossary prerequisites to his
gaining admission into Chapters and Lodges.

A Marg-Masree places his hands behind him, with the backs together,
and brings them round together in front, erossing each other (the right one
uppermost}, with a loud clap, four times in suecession. This is called the
Mark Master’s Due-Guard Sign and Clap. The Grand Hailing-Sign of
this Degree, or Sign of Distress is made by raising the right arm in a hori-
gontal position, pointing forward with the fore-finger (the rest being closed),
and forming in the air the letter K, with a period, or dot after it, and then
letting the arm drop by the side with a flap; again raise the arm, and form
in the air the letter 8, with a period, or dot after it, and then suffer the arm
to drop by the side with a flap, as before. The Grie of a Mark-Master is
given by pressing the thumb-nail into the upper joint, or last joint from the
nail, of the third finger of the right hand. Tts name is CHAOS,

A Pasr-Masren places his hands flat before him, with the backs up,
suffering the ends of his two fore-fingers and thumbs to meet so as to form
a triangle ; then raises them to hia face so as to look through the two lower
angles, and in a few seconds lots them part, and drop by each hip with 2 flap.
The words accompanyipg this sign (on proper occasions), are TRIANGLE OF
Truri. There was no Grip to this degree, anciently, but some modern Past-
Masters press the thumb between the third and little finger of the right
hand, and call it the pass or pust-Grip of this degree; and then passing
the thumb along to the upper joint of the little finger, press in the nail, and
call it the Grip of a Past-Master, and give it the name of Chibbitum, which
name, they say, signifies ' Triangle.

A Mosr ExorLuent Master places his hands flat before him, with the
backs up, with the right thumb crosging the left thumb at the joint, and
the right fore-finger erossing the left fore-finger at the first joint, the other
fingers of each hand stretehed as far as possible from each fore-finger ; he
then raises them in this situation in front of his face, and then letg them
separate and drop by his side with a flap. This is the Due- Guard Sign of
& Most Excellent Master. The Grand Hailing-Sign of this degree, or
Sign of Distress, is given by covering the eyes with the left-hand, the thumkb

pointing in & perpendicular direction, and reaching along over the left tem.
(135 )
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ple. The words aceompanying this sign (on proper oceasions), or words of
distress, are these: “AND THE GLORY OF THE LORD FILLED
THE HOUSE;” or, “ELOI! ELOI! LA MA SABACTHANAL!™ or,
«MY GOD! MY GOD! WHY HAST THOU FORSAKEN ME

A Rovsl Ancir Masox raises his arms as if he held a barrel under each
arm, and brings them down on each side, with a flap. This is called the
Due- Guard Sign of a Royal Areh Magon. The Grand Hailing-Sign of this
degree, or Siga of Distress, is given as follows: hold your hands before you
with their backs up, with the fingers pointing toward each other, and each
thumb pointing toward your body 3 then shove the fingers of each hand
between each other, so as to make them firmly interwoven together ; in
{his situation raise them slowly over your head, so that the arms thus juiued
together by the hands, resemble an arch; then bring the hands (yet joined)
down on the top of the head, pressing down hard on the same, and at tho
same time pulling with each hand, and in a few scconds permit the fingers
to elip from between each other, and let your hands drop down by your gide
with & flap. This is the Grand Hailing-Sign of a Royal Arch Mason, or
Sign of Distress; and the words of distress accompanying it (only spoken
when life is in danger), are “ LORD EVERLASTING, EVERLASTING
LOBRD!’ or, in the Hebrew language, © ADONAI OULEM, OULEM
ADONAILY



APPENDIX.

Twe outer wall of King Solomon's Temple, was a square of five hundred
cubits on every side, i. e. two thousand in the whole cireuit. It was twenty-
five cubits high, measuring on the inside, which was the size of all the other,
walls of the temple, ag well in the inner part as the vuter, excepting only
that of the Chel; every cubit wasa foot and a half. The east gate of the
temple wall was called Shusham, on either side of which, within, was a shop,
or repository, for the wine, oil, salt, meal, and other things used in the
sacrifices; with chambers over on ecither side. Between this gate and
the western eorner, upon a Jutting out of the mountain, stood the castle
Antonia, formerly called Baris, where the Romans kept garrison to overawe
the temple; from hence the captain of it was called the captain of the tem-
ple. (Bee Luke, ch. xxii, v. 52, and Aects, ch. iv, v. 1.} It wasa B uAre
pile two farlongs in compass, standing at a little distanee from the temple
wall, and from which there was a passage by stairs down into the cloisters
at the north-west corner, through which the soldiers ran down to appease
the tumult risen about Paul. (Bee Acts, ch. xxi, v. 32, and Paul's specch
to the people, same cli, v. 40.) There were two gates on the south side of
the wall, ealled the gates of Fuldak, with the porters’ lodge or chamber over
each. On the west side were the gates Challecketh, or Copomius, and Parbor,
with the porters’ lodge or chamber over the same, two gates on either side.
Also on the west side, the two gates of Asunpim, over each of which a room
on either side where a treasury of the temple was kept; the pile of cach
gate was fifteen cubits broad and thirty high, and the entrance ton cubite
broad and twenty cubits high: and all the gates, as well in the inner parts
of the temple as the outer, were every one of them of the same size. The
portico on the south side of the temple was called the Royal portico, be-
cause of its largeness, for it contained three aisles; the middle forty-two
cubits and a half broad, and fifty eubits high; the other two, each fifty
cubits broad, and twenty-five cubits high, which was the size of all the other
porticos of this court. That on the east side was called Solomon’s porch,
because it stood upon that vast terrace which Solomon built up from the
valley beneath, of four hundred eubits hight, which was the only work of
Solomon’s temple that remained in our Saviour's time, and therefore it was
called Solomon’s porch, or cloister. (See John, ch. x, v. 23; also Aects, ch.
i, v. 11.) The outer court of the temple was the court of the Gentiles,

the outer enclosure of the inmer court, being a wall curiously wrought,
(127)
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of three cubits hight, within which no Gentile was to enter, or any pollutad
with the dead. The space between the walls of the cuter and inner gourts
of the temple, was ten cubits broad, and this was called the Chel. The
stairs on the east end leading from the ecourt of the Gentiles into the Chél,
consisted of fourteen steps, each nine inches high. The stairs from the
Chel into the court of the women, consisted of five steps, each nine inches
high. The gate entering into the court of the women on the east, was
called the Beautiful Gate of the temple, because of its sumptuousness and
adornments, (See Acts, ch. iii, v. 2.) The outer gates led to the court
of the women—one on the south, the other on the north, The court of the
women was so called, because thus far the women might enter to worship,
but no further. Thie court was one hundred and thirty-five cubits square.
There were also porticos around the court of the women, over which were gal-
leries for the women, Under the floor of the court of fsrael, were two rooms
where the musicians did lay up their instruments. One room called Gozeth,
was where the Sanhedrim sat, part of which was within the sanctuary, and
part without., There wae also a well room, where there was a well from
whence water was drawn for the use of the temple. Three gates leading
into the sanctuary on the south side; the first next the draw-well room was
from thence called the well-gate, over which was the room of Aslines,
where the inconse was made; the second was the gate of Firstlings, and the
third, the gate of Kindlings, There was also a common fire-room and chief
guard-room for the priests, with a Stone in the middle of said room, under
which the Keys of the temple were laid every night. There was a room
where the lambs were kept for the daily sacrifices, and their gking were
dressed to make aprons for the Masons. The stairs up into the porch were
twelve in number. The entrance into the porch, twenty cubits broad and
forty high. The two pillars, Jackin and Boaz, stood in the entrance on
either side. The holy place was twenty cubits broad, and forty long. The
Holy of Holies, twenty cubits square, containing the ark of the covenant,
with the two Cherubims, each ten cubits high, with their faces inwards, and
their wings extended to each other over the ark, and to the walls on each
gide; the vail of the temple parting between the holy, and the Holy of
* Holies, which was rent in pieces at our Saviour’s death, The length of the
temple from out to out, was one hundred cubits. The highest wing of the
temple was one hundred and twenty cubits, at the top of which it was that
the devil did set our Saviour. (Matt. ch. iv, v. 5,) These particulars are re-
lated according to the Seriptures, Josephus, and the Talmud, by H. Pripraux,
D. D., Dean of Norwichk.



EXPLANATION.

Havine thus completed this Key, &e., I may now be allowed to say a fow
words in extenuation of conduct which must appear of the paszst and pLack-
est character, to every man of any sensibility, and to Rovar Arcn Masoxs
in particular. The latter, I am aware, will veveR forgive me: but off who
do not belong to the institution, be they ever so scrupulous of their word
and yet a hundred times more scrupulous of their oaru, will frankly and
cordially acknowledge that I have done no wrong, when they shall know all,
I have no doubt but the reader has pronounced me a PERIURED WRETCH,
more than once, while perusing these pages; but not quite so _fast—hear the
sequel.

1 have said, “In this degree, it is seldom that more is required of a visitor
than the due-gnard sign, as it is so utterly impossible that any one not
having taken this degree, shonld be in the possession of it.”

This is all very true; and it is to this fact that the reader is indebted for
the pages now before him: for were Royal Arch Masons as serutinizing in
their examination of strangers, as they are in the three first degrees, these
illustrations could NEVER have been presented to the public; as it cannot be
supposed, any being could be found sufficiently base to violate oatns of the
most SACRED nature,—much less could such a being be found within the vail
of the Masonie sanctuary.

Several years since, a person in Boston, nof & Mason, chanced to see one,
whom he knew to be a Royal Arch Mason, give the due-guard sign, explained
in this degree, to another person. This Mason, having given the sign, turned
round and discovered that he had been seen by one not a Mason, and seeling
much confused and embarrassed, fell to making all manner of unmeaning
signs, which this person, who was not a Mason of any degree, rightly enough
conjectured were intended to blind him, and cause him to forget the real and
true sign, which he had plainly seen with his own eyes. Bul not so:
he harbored it up in his mind, and rolled it as a sweet morsel under his
tongue, not that he intended any ill to the Craft, for he had always revered
the Institution, but that he had got a glimpse into that wystic science which
set human serutiny at defiance: I need no longer conceal the fact, that I
MYSELF, the writer of these pages, was that person, * nof @ Mason,”

My friend of the Arch degree I saw frequently, but never hinted to
him anything of the sign, nor, of course, he to me. I had heard hefore, that
Masons gave signs when they met the Tyler at the door, which gained them

£190
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admittance; but my chief difficulty was to ascertain to what particulnr degree
this sign belonged, This puzzled me considerably. Things passed cn for sev-
eral menths in this way, without putting my sign to the test; as I dare as well
cut my throat as attempt to visit a Lodge or Chapter in Boston, where this
man of the due-guard sign would be lable to detect me. So having some
business in New York City, T thought that an excellent opportunity to try
my sign, and learn if it would pass carrent. Aceordingly, on the first night
of my arrival 1 inquired of my landlord, if a Lodge met in the city that
evening, and he told me one did, and that, oo, in an upper story of the
house T was in!

Thie rather startled me, to think I was go near the threshold, which would
¢ither gratify my eager curiosity, or perhaps, canse my disgrace; and more
especially, when the landlord told me that he was then going up, and “would
be happy to see me there after supper.” I determined, however, to venturs
at all hazards, and accordingly, after supper, I groped my way up into the
fourth story, as directed by the landlord, where I found the Tyler in his
shirt sloeves, with a drawn sword. Never shall T forget my feelings at that
instant: T would have given worlds had I remained down stairs, and held
my tongue, instead of babbling to the landlord about Lodges and Masonry;
but there was no backing out—the stair-way was a very narrow and strait
one, and I could make no reasonable excuse, as that of having missed my
way, &¢. I aceordingly sneaked up to the Tyler, and bidding him a good
evening, which he very civilly returned, I told him I would like to visit his
Lodge.

He then asked me if any Brother could vouch for me. I told him I did not
know, as I was an entire stranger in the place; but I presumed that would
satisfy him. Here I gave the due-guard sign spoken of above, and he,
nearly at the same time, gave three knocks at the door, which immediately
opened, and he whispered to the person who opened it, that a stranger wished
to be examined, without noticing my sign in the least; and the door imme-
diately closed.

Now the truth was, as the reader may well suppose, I did nof wish to be
examined, especially after the reception my sign had met with in the eyes
of the Tyler; and I bad just begun to say I believed I would call again,
and had half turned round, when the door opened, and out popped three
Masons with aprons on, one of whom, to my utter confusion, I instantly
recognized as my landlord! * This is the gentleman,” said the Tyler, “ who
wishes to be examined,” « I believe,’—said I,—* I will call another—0,"—
gaid the landlord,—*it will take but a minute;"—and by this time, rather
than be suspected of being an impostor for one moment, I had suffered my-
self to be led into the private room by my kind landlord, for the purpose

of proving myself one, the next.
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«How mauy degrees have you taken?’—asked the landlord.* I here
gave the due-guard sign, as well as my trembling frame would permit. Here
the landlord requested one of the Brethren to leave us for a few minutes?
and he had no sooner gone out, than the landlord told me that “ that Brother
was only @ Master Mason, and that I was very indiscreet in giving that sign,
without first being satisfied that all present were Royal Areh 3Musons.” He
then said that all was now safe, and perhaps it would be as weil to examine
on the Royal Arch degrec at once, as it would save time, I stood mutionless.
At length the landlord asked, *By what rights do you claim admission?”
Here I again gave the due-guard sign; and had I known enough to have first
said : By the rights of the Royal drch,” all had been well ; but I said nothing,
and stood like an aspen leaf. The two stared at each other, and at length
the landlord said, “To what does that allude?’ T here again, like & foal,
gave the duc-guard sign—and they stared at cach other more than ever,
and whispered to each other, * ¥ ¥ ¥ FkFack &%, At length I was permitled
to slink down stairs, pay my hill at the bar, and depart in peace to seek new
lodgings.

#1 have since become convineced that they all, the landlord in partienlar, took me for
a Mason; and my exposure was not their fault, but my own.






LIFE,

ABDUCTION AND MURDER

OF

WILLIAM MORGAN,

TAKEN FROM

THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION:

AND THE CONFESSION OF

HENRY L. VALANCE,

[ONE oF THE MURDERERS,]

Wintrax Moraan was born on the Tth day of August, 1774, in Culpep-
per county, Virginia. His ocenpation was tgat- of a bricklayer and stone
mason. Having accumulated by his industry, a sufficient fund, he com-
menced business as a merchant in Richmond, Virginia. It is said, that he
was u captain in a militia regiment, and that he was present at the battle of
New Orleans, in Jannary, 1815, He married Lucinda Pendleton, in Octo-
ber, 1319, who was left with two infant children at the time of his abdue-
tion, Heremoved from Virginia in the fall of 1821, and eommenced the bus-
iness of a brewer, near York, in U][;Per Canada. The destruetion of his pr
erty, by fire, soon after, reduced bim to poverty. He removed to Rochester,
in the state of New York, and resumed Eis original oceupation. An inflam-
mation of the eyes, contracted soon after, ineapacitated him for labor, and
rendercd the pressure of poverty more severe. From Rochester he removed
to Batavia, wheve he resided in the summer of 1826, William Morgan was
a member of the masonie fraternity, and had advanced as far as the d
of royal areh, in the mysteries of that society. TIn the summer of 1826, it
became known that he was preparing for publication, a work, in which the
obligations, secret signs, and ceremonies of freemasonry were to be made
blie. It was also understood that David C, Miller, an Entered Apprentice
g?asnn, and a printer at Batavia, was engaged, or to be engaged in printing
the work. The knowledge of these facts exeited great commotion, among
the members of the masonic fraternityin that vicinity, and in a wide extent
of surroundiug country. There was great heat and intemperance of ex-

presasiunl'm relation to the expected work, and an open nwwnlgliyﬂ ;:meen,
)
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that it should never see the light. Consultations were held among them, as
to the course to be pursued in relation to the contemplated work; and it was
understood, finally,to have been determined, that its publication was to be pre-
vented at all hazards. It would appear, that there were several different
and distinet prejects devised, to produce this result, which, either were not
attempted or failed in their exerution, '

Arrangements were made for the assembling at Batavia, on the night of
the 8th of September, of members of the masonie fraternity, from different
and distant places. They came from Buffalo, Lockport, Canandaigua, and
Rochester, and expeetations were entertained that there would also be a
party from Canada. None of them arrived at Batavia until in the night,
when they assembled to the number of forty or fifty, or more. The object
of this party was to anpﬁress the publication of the work, by procuring the
manusgeript papers, angd the printed sheets.  For this purpose, an attack upon
the printing office of Miller; was contemplated, and it would seem also,
the forcible removal of Morgan, from Batavia, to effect a separation between
him and Miller. EL Bruce, the sheriff of Niagara county, had been reguest-
ed to prepare, and did actually 1?rn;ep.m-& a cfll in the jail of that eounty, for
the reception of Morgan, whose foreible abduction, by this band of midnight
ﬂunaPiramrs, wag eonfidently expected. Colonel Edward Sawyer, of Can-
andaigna, headed, or mmandadp this party; but they failed to effect their
object, and dispersed a little before daylight, the next morning, ‘

It is supposed that they were deterred from their purpose, by a know-
ledge of the fact, that Miller was aware of their intentions, and had prepared
fire-arms, and other ample means to defend, hoth hig person and his roper-
ty, from the attacks of viclence. Many of the persons composing tll:is par-
ty are known to have been selected and delegated for the express purpose of
going to Batavia, to assist in suppressing the publication of Morgan’s book ;
and perhaps the numbers composing this party, and the different and distant

laces from which they came, illustrate more foreibly than any other single
act, the extent of the combination to suppress the publication of the book.

On Sunday morning, September 10th, Nicholas G. Chesebro, of Canan-
daigua, master of the lodge at that place, applied to Jeffrey Chipman, a
magistrate at Canandaigua, for a warrant, Chesebro came to the office
with Ehenezer C. Kingsﬁay, who made a complaint against William Morgan,
for having taken away a shirt and cravat, which he huf horrowed of Kingl;ﬁey+
The magistrate izsued the warrant upon the oath of Kingsley, was directed
to Chesebro, as one of the coroners of Ontario county, and handed to him.
Chesebro, together with Halloway Hayward, a constable, Herry Howard,
Harris Seymour, Moses Roberts, and Joseph Scoficld, all freemasong, of
Canandaigua, left that place for Batavia, at about ten o’clock the sgame morn-
ing, in an extra stage, bired by Chesebro.

The party were joined by four other individuals, all freemasons, at differ-
ent places, before they reached Batavia. They stopped to take supper at
James Ganson's house, in Stafford, six miles east of Batavia. Dr. Samuel 8.
Batler, of Stafford, was then introduced to some of the party, and informed
that they had a warrant for Morgan, Doector Butler went to Batavia the
same evening, and was requested to inform Nathan Follett, and William
Seaver, then master of the Batavia lodge, that the party were coming. He
did g0, and on his return met the Canandaigna party about two miles from
Batavia, and informed Ganson that Follett had sent to them not to eome.
The stage turned about; the party that originally started from Canandaigua
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went into Batavia on foot, and the remainder returned. The next morning
early, Morgan was arrested, and taken to the public house where the party
had slept; an extra stage eoach was procured, and the party left Batavia for
Canandaigua, with Morganin their custody. Miller attempted to procure the
release of Morgan, just as the carriage was starting, but he was pushed agide,
and the coach was driven off very fast, Chesebro being on the vatside with
the driver, and urging him to drive fast, until they should get out of the
eounty. The driver appeared to feel uncasy about the proceedings, but was
pacified by Ganson’s assnrance, that Le would save him harmless from all
respongibility. Chesebro repeatedly looked haelk, and said they should not
take Morgan alive. They arived at Cavandaigna with Morean the same
day, and in the evening teok him before the magistrate, who issucd the war-
rant, by whom he was examined and discharged, Loton Lawson appearing as
a witness on behalf of Morgan. Chesebro then immediately applied to the
same magistrate for a warrant against Morgan, for a debt of about two dol-
lars, claimed to be due from him to Aaron Ackley, a tavern keeper, which
debt Chesebro alleged, was assigned to him. Judzment was entered against
Morgan, for two dollars and sisty-nine cents, debt and costs, and an execution
immediately issued, which was put into the hands of Halloway Hayward, then
present. Morgan took off his coat, and offered it to the constable to levy
upon, for the debt. The eonstable declined receiving it, and arrested Mor-
gan and committed him to the jail of Canandaigua the same evening, on the
egecution. 'He remained in custody, in Canandaigua jail, until the evening
of the noxt day.

Tmmediately after Morgan was eommitted to jail, Loton Lawson, a farmer
residing near Canandaigna, procured a horse and went to Rochester the
same night, a distance of twenty-eight miles, and returned the next morn-
ing a little after breakfast. He went to bed soon after his return, and in-
formed the inkeeper where he slept, that some gentleman from Rochester
would call for him in the course of the day. On the 12th of September,
Burrage Smith, and John Whitney, of Rochester, took the stage from that
place in the morning, for Canandaigua. They were joined by James Gillis,
at Vietor, ten miles distant from Canandaigua, and all three arrived at the
latter place early in the afternoon of the same day. Smith and Whitney
called upon Loton Lawson, in the evening of the samo day, September 19
Loton Lawson called at the jail a little after dark, and asked for William
Morgan.  The jailer was ahsent, and Lawson informed the jailer's wife, that
he wished to pay the debt for which Morgan was confined, and take him
away. Mrs. Hall (the jailer's wife,), declined accepting the amount of the
exeention, on the ground that she did not know the amonnt, and alao refus-
ed to permit Lawson to have any private conversation with Morgan. Law-
son asked Morgan, buwever, in the presence of Mrs. Hall if he would
home with him if he wonld pay the debt and take him out? To which
Morgan answered that he would; Lawson then expressed great anxiety to
get Morgan nut that night, and pressed Mrs. Hall to receive the amount
of the debt, which she still dealineg*

Lawson went out and returned soon with another person whom Mrs. Hall
cannot identify, and insisted on her receiving the amount of the execution.
Mrs. Hall peremptorily refused. He went away and returned again, reiter-
ating his request with the same effert. He went away again, and soon returned
with Edward Sawyer, who advised Mrs, Hall to receive the amount of the
debt, and lot Morgan go. She still refused. She subsequently eonsented.
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to discharge Morgan, at the requst of Nicholas G Chesebro, who was the
veal plaintiff in the execution, and took the keys of the prison for the pur-
pose of opening Morgaw's cell.  Before she opened the eell, Lawson gave a
single whistle at the front door, which brought a man to the jail steps.  Mor-
gan's cell was unlocked ; he came out, and Lawson took him by his arm, and
went toward the door of the prison hall, whieh was unlocked by a person on the
outside, and they went out. Before they left the jail steps, Morgan was
seized with violenee, by Lawson, and the person who was cnﬁed there by his
whistle, Morgnu struggled and cried * murder” onee or twice, resisting as much -
us possible, and in the struggle hia hat fell off. Edward SBawyer, and Nicholas
(. Chesebro, were waiting near the jail steps, and when the struggle com-
meneed, they followed Morgan and the two men who were with bim, and
who were going eastwardly from the jail. Chesebro came up with them and
stopped Morgan's outery, hy thrusting a handkerchief, or something similar,
into his mouth. Sawyer gave a distinct rap upon the curb of a well, at
which signal, Hiram Hubbard drove up with a two horse carriage, which
had been harnessed, and was in waiting for the purpose. He overtook the
party, having Morgan in their possession, a few rods east of the jail, when
two of them thrust Morgan into the earriage, and then got in themselves.
The carriage immediately turned around, and drove through Canandaigua,
Main street, northerly. This was shout nine o’elock in the evening, and it
was a bright moonlight night. Loton Lawson, Burrage Smith, John Whit-
ney, James Gillis, and probably one or two other persons, whose names are
not known, either rode in, or acrompanied, the earriage containing Morgan.
It would seem, that this carriage was accompanied most of the distance by
out-riders, cither on horseback, or in some separate conveyance. A sulky,
with a man in it, started from Canandaigna just after the carringe drove
through the street, for which it appeared to have been waiting some time;
it drove past the carriage about three miles from Canandaigua, and stopped
at Vietor over-night. At Vietor, the earringe containing Morgan, and
the party with him, drove into KEnos Gillis' vard, back of his barn,
and out of sight of the road; and the party remained there about an hour,
and took some refreshments,  James Gillis here took a horse from hisbroth-
er's stable, and it would also seem, that one other of the party aecompanied
or preceded the carriage, on horseback, when it left Vietor. (u the morn-
ing of the 13th of September. between four and five o'elock, Kzra Platt, a
livery stable koeper, in Rochester, and a Royal Arch Magon, was' called upon
for a carriage to go to Lewistown, and requested it to he sent to Ensworth's
tavern, in the village. He ealled up Orson Parkhurst, one of his drivers,
who is also & Masun, and directed Lim to prepare the carriage. Flatt charg-
ed the hire of the earriage, as he has sworn, to *The Grand Chapter, pro
tem.” He has not yet received his pay for such a singular charge.

The carringe containing Morgan, and the party with him, drove into
Rochester about day-dawn, and Hubbard watered his horse at the publie
reservoir, near the center of the village. He has testified that one individ-
nal alighted from the carriage here, and was absent about fifieen min-
uteg, when the same persom returned, as he sapposed. The carriage then
drove north, about tlree miles from Rochester, where the ridge road turns
off from the river road. Tt stopped at the tavern at the intersection of the
roads a short time, with the intention of feeding. For some reason this in-
tention was abandoned, and Hubbard drove the carriage about half a mile
from the tavern, on the ridge road, and eet down the whole party in the
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road, at a distance from any house, and near a piece of wood.  The cur-
tains of this carriage, so far as it had heen seen by day-light, were closed.
After Hubbard had set his party down, he returned, with the cartains of Lis
carriage volled up.  Soon atter the carriage left the tavern, ving west, BEd-
ward ?)t:njle, of Luchester, rode up, on a horse belonging to %zm Platt, and
inquired if such a cerriage bad passed, and which way it went. Being in-
formed, he fullowed after it. Platt's carriage, driven by Ovsou Parkhuvst,
with some iudividaals in it, soon drove en the same road. It tock up the
party that Hubbard had Jeft in the road, or a portion of them, with Morgan,
nnd drove west.  FEdward Doyle, on horseback, and four or five persons iu
Hubbard's carriage, retmrned to Roechester.

A gentleman of Clarkson had engaged a pair of horses of Silas Walbridge,
of that place, to put before a carriage. The carriage driven by Parkhurst
drove up to Clarkson abont nine o’'cleck in the morning, with the eurtains
and windows closed, thongh it was a warm day. This 1s about fifteen miles
west of the place where i‘arkhmst took in his party. Upon its arrival in
the street of Clarkson, the gentleman who bad engaged albridge’s horses,
told him that he should not want them, and immediately gotinto his sulky,
aud drove about two and a half miles further west, and engaged a pair of
horses of cme Captain Jsaae Allen, afarmer. The earriage did not stop in
Clarkson, but drove on to Allen’s. Upon its arrival, Allen’s horses were
taken out of the orchard where they had been drawing apples, and were
harnessed to the carriage which Parkhurst drove, in exchange for the horses
which he had before driven, and Parkburst mounted the box again and
drove on wost.  When the carriage arrived at Gaines, about fifteen miles
wost of Clarkson, Elihu Mather, residing at that place, tnok the horses of
his hrother, James Mather, and followed the carriage, which had passed west
through the village. He overtook it at some distance from the village,
where the horses were exchanged in the street, at a distance from any house.
When the exchange was effected, Elihu Mather himself got upon the box,
and drove the earriage west, while Parkburst roturned east with Allen’s
horees.

The stage which bad left Rochester early the same morning, arrived at
Murdoch's tavern hefore the earriage containing Morgan passed. A gentle-
man of high standing, of Roehester, was one of the passengers it the stage;
when the stage arrived at Murdoch’s tavern, this gentleman ealled the man
aside who then had charge of the tavern, and asked him it he was 2 Rovnl
Arch Mason: being answored in the negative, he asked for writing materials,
with which he wrote a note, and dispatehed a boy with it toJercisiah Brown,
residing in that vieinitv. Jeremiah Brown came to the tavern soon after,
and leldl a comversation with him.  When the stage went on, Brown and
the gentleman both went on in it.  Soen alter, Brown returned to thoe tayv-
ern with two borses. riding one and leading the other.  When the carriaze
eontaining Morgan enme along, which was soon after, Elihu Mather, who
was then driving it, beckoned to Brown after the earriage had pasged the
house a short distance, and Brown went up to him, and appesred o hold
aama ennversating with him. The earriage drove on, Brown took his horses,
and followed on after it; but it would seem that he left his horses, and
ot on to the carriage himself. Burrage Smith had followed the Morgan
carringe in a sulky, but he had not overtaken it when the carriage arrived
at Murdoeh’s. The carriaze stopped that evening at the tavern of Bolo-
mon O. Wright, in New Fane, Niagara county, where the road turns off to
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Lockport, and about three miles distant therefrom. Tt was hera driven into
the barn, and the doors closed, and the party remained at this place some
time, to proeure refreshments, and to make arrangements for relieving those
who had traveled in the carriage with Morgan n%l day, and the whole of the
previous night, and who must necessarily have heen greatly fatigned.

Burrage Smith went to Lockport in his snlky, and, together with Jared
Darrow, ealled upon Eli Bruce, the sheriff of Niagara county, and inform-
ed him that Morgan was in their possesgion, and was going to Canada, and
requested Bruce's assistance in getting him along.  Bruce and some others
weut to Wright's, where several persons were assembled. Bruce and David
Hague pot into the earriage witﬁ Morgan; Elihu Mather drove and Jere-
miah Brown was on the box with him, and they left Wricht's about ten
o’clock in the evening. The persong who eame there with ) organ, probably
most of them went to Lockport that night, and went into Lewistown the next
day in a stagecoach. At Molyneux’s tavern, six miles distant, tha’}' stop-
ped, and Bruce procured Molyneux’s horses in exchange for Matber's. An
individual aceompanied the carriage on horseback. Brown then drove, and
they reached Lewistown, fourteen miles distant from Molynenx’s, somewhat
after midnight. The carTiage was driven around to a back streef, and un-
harnessed.  Samuel Burton, one of the proprietors of the stage line at
Lewistown, was called upon for assistance. rgﬂ called up Corydon Fox, one
of his drivers, and directed him to harness a carriage. He did so, and
drove up to the tavern. Bruee got upon the box with him, and by his di.
rection Fox drove around to the back street, where the other earriage was
unharnessed, when Morgan was taken out of the one carriage and put into the
narringe which Fox drove. Bruce and Hague got n with him, and Foz, by
Druee’s direction, drove to Youngstown. They ecalled at the honse of (ol
Willlam King, at Youngstown, and atup;ilei Bruce alighted, and ealled up
iKing, who came out with Bruce, and hoth got into the carriage. Fox drove
om toward the fort, by Bruce's direction, and when arrived at-the hurying-
sround near the fort, he was told to stop. He did so, when the persons
Luving Morgan in charge got out, together with Morgan, and all four walk-
vl off, arm in arm, toward the fort, and Fox wag told he might return.
Murgan was hoodwinked and bound at this time, Tt appears that arrange-
ments had been previously made for the veception of Morgan vpon the Cre.
ada side of the river, with persons residing upon that side.
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[r is from the time of the arrival at the Fort of Niagars, that
my connection with this unhappy business more particularly dates. Up to
the time of which L am now speaking, T had not been more concerned m it
than others  But, from some cause ot other, the more daring of the Amer-
ioam conspirators, who had resolved in their hearts to go all len hs in the
awful path on which they had entered, should it be necessary for their safety
5o to do—these men, I say, selected me and some few other of the Canadi-
ans, as persons upon whom they could most rely in the event of their resort-
ing to extremities. They took us into their confidence in a very marked
man.cr, and the consequence was a degree of intimacy far greater than
would have followed from the ordinary masonie tie. We discussed the whole
mattor, in all its bearings, and the death of the offender was darkly and ob-
seurely hinted at in our nocturnal eonsultations. Tt did not, bowever, as-
sume other than a shadowy shape, and the erime itself would have remained
unperpetrated, bad it not been that we had placed ourselves in a position
whora o feather's weight was sufficient to turn the seale against the life of
the victim of & mistaken view of our masonic obligations. Circumstances,
in themselves trivial, led to the death, rather than the continued confinement
or banishment of Morgan, as I shall now proceed to show.

Morgan, as all the world knows, bad been confined in the magazine of
Fort Niagara. The keeper of the Fort was a Mason, and 2 man upon
whom we eanld most eonfidently rely, as he had entered heart and goul into
the plan of abdnetion, and was ready to go as far a8 the worst of us for the
purpnse of preventing Morgan's disclosures, or for punishing a traitor, as
we all held Morgan to be. Had he heen alone there, all would have gone as
woll ag the most lenient of our number could have desired ; but his wife was
with him, and it was throngh her eonduct that we felt ourselves compelled
to silence him who eould have boroe testimony against us had he managed
to obtmin his freedom,  This woman eame to the knowledge of the fact that
some one was confined illegally in the fort, and she demanded to be made ac-
guainted with the whole crcumstances of the transaction in which we were
eneared. Her hushand not only refused to comply with her request, in the
dread that it wonld lead to the discovery of the entire matter, and the ar-
rest and severe punishment of all the parties to it; but he endeavored to
anforce silence upon her. This, of course, she being a spirited woman, only
rendered things worse. Dispate followed dispute, and one quarrel trod
fast on the heels of another, until the wife finally left her hushnnﬂ,ﬂ;nd re-

(13%)
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burned for protection to the house of her father, To her father she commu-
nicated the cause of those domestic dissensions which had led to the sepa

ration from her husband. He was struck with her narrative, and determined,
after considerable reflection, to see his gon-in-law, and to demand an expla-
nation of the mysterions ecircumstance rather than make s public s air
of what, after all, might prove to be but one of those diffienltics which ge-
casionally oceur in married life. He said nothing to his daughter however,
of his intended course of action, but proceeded to the fort, and saw his son-
iv-law, There was ruch composure in the manner of the latter when the
subject was broached, and he endeavored to give such a eoloring to his mat-
rimonial difficulties as would, had le suceeedod, have plaeed the inguirer on
a wrong scent. But his very manner was sufficient to give the lie to the
part he was attempting to perform in so unskillful & wa ; and the old man
probed him so deeply as to almost penetrate to the details of the whole hus-
iness. Had he done 80, how much better would it have hoen for poor Mor-
gan ! and still how much better would it have been for his murderers !

The result of the father-in-law’s inguiries amounted to this, that somae
one was illegally confined in the Fort, but who he was, or for what purpose
iﬂpﬁﬂnnﬂﬂ,%}ﬁ could not ascertain. He then told the keaper, that he would -
give him twenty-four hours in which to release the man, and if within that
time he should not be released, resort would be had to legal means to re-
store him to the enjoyment of freedom. Tt was his duty to have insisted upon
his immediate liberation, and that duty would have probably been performed
had not the keeper been so nearly connected with bim, his wish being to

revent his relative from suffering the eonsequences of his conduet, provided
Ee should at last act in aceordance with the dictates of justice. should
have mentioned, that the keeper’s father-in-law was not a mason, and there-
fore the keeper could not confide to him cither the name of his prisoner or
the cause of his ineargeration,

As soon as his father-in-law had left him, the keeper proceeded to nuti!g
us of the nature of the interview be had had with bis relative. He plainly tol
us that something must be done immediately, and that if Morgan was not
disposed of before the next morning, not only should we all be arrested and
severely punished, hut that there would be a great exeitement rajsed against
the order, and that it would fall before the torrent of popular indignation,
suffering more severely than it could have done ha{l]il‘ﬂrgﬂn’s hock been
published, and allowed to pass without question. It needed not that he
should tell us this, for it was self-evident to every man in the dark and agi-
tated eompany. A long and serious consultation took place. Many plans
were proposed, discussed, and rejected in their turn, having for their ohjeet
the removal of our prisoner to some more secure place of confinement: for
it was difficult to settle upon a place Jess likely to be disturbed than that
which had been originally selected. The fort had been releeted, at the
start, beeause it was supposed that it combined in a superier degree the
leading essentials of a secret prison; yet this deeply contrived plan had
been baffled by so simple and eommon place a thisg as the euriosity of a
~woman!  What security could we have that any other prison would prove
a hetter retainer of its secrets 7 Such seeurity was not to be had and we
saw before us the prospect of continued danger, a constant dread of deten-
tion and punishment, to say nothing of the danger to our order, so long as
Morgan should live.  Our liberty, our property, our characters, and the
great institution in whose behalf we had originally undertaken to act, would
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all, for very many years, it was probable, be at the merey of every woman
or child who should chanee to be in the vicinity of our vietim's prison.

It was while we were in this state of doubt and uncertainty, regretting
the past and trembling for the future, that one of our number rose to speak.
He was a thoughtful, silent man, generally, but always ready to act when
anything was to be done, and had the reputation among us of heing more
deeply concerned in the business of kidnapping Morgan than any other of
the conspirators. ““Brethren,” he said,in a firm voice, “there is no denying
that our situation iz a most eritieal one ; but it is the characteristic of de-
termined, resolute men, that they always rise superior to those diffieulties
which are fatal to the weak and vacillating, If we are firm, and do not al-
low ourselves to be deterred from pursuing the ouly ecurse, that ean load to
safety, all will yet be well with us. What bave we to fear? Tt is, that
Morgan may recover his liberty, and bring down upon our heads the whole
weigit. of the law, and put our order under the ban of publie opinion,
against which no institution, however strong, can maintain itself. OW are
these difficulties to be avoided? To me it seems clear that they can be
avoided only by consigning Morgan to that confinement from which alone there
is no possibility of escape—Trat or rH GRave! This may appear to some of
you a dread alternative, but T have been prepared for it from the beginning,
as the probable result of this wan’s seizure and imprisonment. Nor wi
there be anything so decidedly unjust in our thus disposing of him. Has
he not placed himself in the position of a traitor; and E:»‘Iil’ﬂ not the laws of
(tod and man, in all ages, condemned traitors to suffer in full the last penal-
ty? And what is the treachery which directs itself only against a country
or a king, in comparison with that whieh sims at the overthrow of a vast
institution which 1s gathering into its folds men of every country, and bind-
ing all mankind into a common brotherhood? I say, that Mor has in-
eurred the penalty of death, and that to visit that penalty upon him will be
aa act of justice, and according to the principles that prevail among men
in all forms of society. Our own safety, too, points to the same course;
and, for one, I am ready to bear a full part in placing him in the only prison
that can make us all safe, while at the same time it will be & just punish-
ment of his treachery.”

The words of a bold man, in times of doubt and trial, are always effect-
ual. They were so0 in the present case, and the greater part of the company
were carried away by the speech of the daring American. They assented
at once to the foree of his arguments, and avowed their readiness to aid
him in any measure that he should deem proper under the circumstances.
Some few were silent, and neither approved nor condemned the sentiments
that had been put forth; and from this position they were as daa‘Ply involved,
and as guilty, as those who were most forward in their desire for the shed-
ding of blood. Before we separated, the death of Mannuwas fully resolved
upon; and it was agreed to meet on the evening of that day, and fix upon
the mode of EXEcUTION.

In the evening we all met. Several plans for putting our prisoner to
death were proposed, but that which was finally adopted came from the same
man who had been so suecessful in convineing us that we should proceed to
extremities. We were eipht in number, and it was determined that three of
us should bhe selected by lot to perform the part of executioners. Righs
pieces of paper were procured, five of which were to remain blank, while
the letter D wags written on the others. These pieces of paper were placed
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in & large box, from which each man was to draw cne at the same moment.
After drawing, we were all to separate, without locking at the paper that
each held in his hand. So soon as we had arrived at certain distances
from the place of rendervous, the tickets were to be examined, and thoze
who held ]ilhl]kﬂ were to reburn instantly to their homes; and those three
who ehould kold the marked tickets were to procecd fo the Fort at midnight,
and there put Morgan to death, in sueh & manner as should seem to them-
gelves most fitting. The tickets were placed in the box, and drawn forth
simultanecusly, and we all left theplace, in different directions, without look-
ing at our pagurs. The proceeding was so rapid, that I had no time for re-
flection until T found myscli in the open air; aud walking fast to a point at
which I thought it would be safe for me to examine my ticket; and even
then I did not think go much of the atrocious mature of the erime in which
I was enmaged, as of the chanees that there were of my having drawn a
hlank, whicﬁ would indeed have been a prize to me.  After walking for a
mile or thereabouts, and seeiug that no one was near, 1 halted, and examined
my ticket, which I had kept within my clenched Liand. 1 started back with
horror, as, by the dim light, T was enabled to trace the fatal letter, dia-
tinetly drawn on the white ground! My first thought was to turn and fly ,
but where should T fly to?  Would not my comrades suspeet the canse of
my absence, and would they not, from regard to their own safety, deem it
necessary to treat me as they were about to treat Mergan?  Beside, was
T not bound iu honor—aye, and by my oath, too—to go onward in the en-
terprise, horrible and unlaw{ul as it was, and fearful 2s might be its conse-
quences 7 I had offered no remonstrances against the plan for the making
away with Morgan, but had gone on, step by step, with the ather eonspira-
tors; and was fl’lﬂt, therefore, bound in honer to coutinue in the same fear-
{ul path unto the end ? Strange as it may appear, and so singularly is the
mind of man constituted, the zensation that T most deeply experienced ot
that awful mement, was one of shame, that T should bave thovght of evad-
ine the dread task that T had been selected by fortune to perfrom. Al idea
of its eriminality was absorbed in this, and T resclved to go throngh with the
enterprise with a bold heart and a steady hand.

As the hour for the meeting of the three appreached, I proceeded toward
the Fort, not withuut a lingering hope that tllm two who were to be assoei-
ated with me as executioners, would be less punetual than myself, and that
they would fail altogether of keeping their rendezvons.  But this hope soon
left me, for ag I arrived near the Fort, T was joived by two of those from
whom I had so recently separated, and then 1t was that we aseertained whe
had drawn the death-tickets. Both these men were Americans, and neither
of them, I am certain, had less desire to take any part in the affair than my-
self. However, there was now no show of reluctance, all of us acting as if
we had made up our minds to the performance of a temible task, from
which there was no retreat. Immediate arrongements were made to carry
out the sentence, if such it can be cailed, that bad been passcd vpen the
prisoner. My comrades left to proeure a boat, one of them knowing where it
was easy to find it, it having heen agreed upon that Mergan should be sunk
in the Niagara, in bope that he and our crime alike wonlid thus be huried
beneath the waves. oﬁj part was to proeeed to the magazine, and announece
to Morgan his fate, and to prepare him, so far as I eould, to meet it.

When my partners in erime had left, I passed to the magazine. On en-
tering, I found Morgan asleep, and for a few moments I stood and regarded
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bim by the light of the lantern that I bad brought with me. He was pale
and haggard, and locked like an old man, though in reality he was not much
past the prime of existence. Nevertheless, he slept quietly, and my en-
trance ﬂic? not appear to have disturbed him, 1 gently awoke him, and he
started wildly up, and gazed upon me. T was a stranger to him, and he
hurriedly demanded my business.. * William Morgan,” I replicd, 1 come
to you on a sad duty—it iz to prepare you for your last hour on earth. The
grest erime of which you have been guilty, bas been duly considered by
those against whom it has been committed ; and they, possessed both of the
right aud the power to aet, have resolved that you must die. 1t iz now past
miduight, and before the earliest dawn shall have appeared, you nmst be no
longer on earth. I leave yom to prepave for the great change you are to
unﬁ:gn.“ Thus saying, 1 placed the lantern on the floor, and was in the
act of leaving the magazine, for the purpose of stationing mysclf at the
entrance, when Morgan loudly ealled me back, and poured out a number of

uestions. He demanded by what anthority we bad eondemmned m? who

ad been his judges ? were they Americans or foreigners? Low was be to
die 7 and many other questions of the like charzeter. I tuld Lim that I had
not eome there to answer questions, but to notify him of his sentenee, from
which there wag no appesl, or possibility of escape. 1 added, that T had
beard he had been a soldier, that 1 bad been one myself, and that I hoped
he would meet his end as beeame & man who had horne arwe.  He took no
notice of this, but commenced wringing his hands, and talking of Lis wile
and children, the recollection of whom in that awful hour tevibly affected
him. His wife, he said, was young and inexperienced, and hiz chilidven were
but infants; what would become of them were Le, the hushand and father,
cut off, and they even ignovant of his fate? I endeavored to sonsole him
on this peint, by assuring Lim that the fraternity of which Le had been an
unworthy member, and which he had souglit to ruin, had already provided
for his family, sud that they wocld not be permitted to wont anythivg. He
then commenced a rambling disconrse, and begged to know it there was no
avoiting big fate, promising to give up all his papers, to go to any part of
the world we might send bim, and there reside, secking to Lave wo comimu-
nieation with Ameries, and living a different life from that ke had fora-
erly pursucd—Dby which T understood that he would waintaiv bis Masonie
pbligativne,  Just as I was about to reply to him, my comrades came to the
deor of the magazine, which they opened, and beelkoned me to come to them,
whieh I did. They informed me that they had procured a hoat aud a nom-
ber of heavy weights, and that everything was ready on their part, and de-
manded to know if Morgan himself was prepared.  Before 1 conhd answer
Morzan eammenced shouting, as if in the hope of u'i.ltﬂiglil:% assistance.
“ By God!™” said one of our number, “rHAT must he stapped, or we may
yet all be discovered!™ 2o saying he entered the Maganine, followed by
myself and ; and striding up to Morgan, he bade him ccaze that use-
less alarm, which eonld avail him nothing, for that die he must, it we had to
kill him where he stosd,  As if cowed by the ficreeness of this demomstra-
“tiom, Morgan stopped sbouting, and again began remonstrating against our
somduct, which he declared to be wholly unjustifiable, even if he had violated
his masonie obligations, for Masons had no right to put men to death. He
was again told that all remonstrances were idle, and that he should prepare
himself for death, otherwise he would have to die without making his peace.
From this moment, and as if his nature revolted against the oppression of
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which be was the object, his bearing underwent a change, He became more
firm, and disdained to make further appeals for mercy for himself; but the
feclings of tie busband and the fatber were still strong within him, and he
humbled himsclf so far as to plead in behalf of his family.  He begged that
some permanent provision might be mude for thew, and, abave all things,
implored us to communieate his fute to his wife.  He requested that oue of
us would write a letter to his wife, making her acquaiited with the facts
connected with his death, in order that her mind m:fht be relieved from the
horcors of uncertainty. As we saw no barm in making this promise, which
of course we Dbad no iden of keeping, we pledged ourselves to comply
with his request, and assured him that bis fnmﬁj siwould not be permitied to
suffer from poverty. We then told him that we would leave him alone for
half an hour, at the end of which time we should expect to find him pre-
pared to meet lis inevitable fate. He mercly bowed, by way of reply.

Retiving from the reom, we stationed cursclves near the door, and en-
deavored to prevent reflection by conversation carried on in a low tove. But
it was in vain, every effort was a failuve; and at last, a gloomy silence fell
over us, which none ventured to disturb. How Morgan passed the time, I
cannot say. Iiverything was quiet as the tombwithin. As hewas chained
and haudeaffed, he eould not move without our hearing him-—and not the faiut-
est sound fell upon our ears, which were so painfully cpen to everything,
that I verily believe the falling of a leat in our midst would have caused us
bo start with terror. Dost probably he indulged in that rapid reflection
which is slways caused by the eertanity of the rast approach of death; and
his whole life, with its mingled pictures of pood an{F ill, passed before his
forvid visizn., Perbaps be prayed, not only for himself and his family, but
for his murderers.  But T caunot dwell npen the subject, which, even at this
distance of time, appals the memory.

The time lLaving expired, we entered the magazine, and foiad Morgan
ready to receive us. ]:Fe made to remonstrances, nor offered any resistauee,
his demeaner and acts being in all respects those of a man who Lus nerved
himself beldly to meet a certain doom. We bound Lis hands behind him,
and placed a gag in hiz month,  One of our number mavehed a fow yards
in adrance, and was followed by myself and the other assaciate, between
whom walked Morgan. Woe each had hold of ore of Lis arns, above the
elbow. A short time Lrought us to where the boat bad been placed,and we
all entered it, Margan being placed in the bows, with myzeli alungside of
bim. My eomrades tuok the oars, and tne boat was rapidly fireed out into
the river. The night was piteh dark, and we could searcely sco a yord be-
fore us, and therefore was the time admirably adapted to our hellizh purpose.
Having arrived at a place sufficiently removed from the laud, the rowers
ceased from their labors, and my particular duty now commenced.  In the
Lottow of the boat lay a namber of heavy weights, all tied togetlier by o
gtrong cord, that had been carried through the ring of eaclh weiglit, so that
shey formed one mass. From the center of the eord by which they were
anited, proceeded another eord, of equal strength, and seversl yards in
length. Thiz eord I took in my hand, and fastened it around the body of
Morgan, just above his hips, nsing all my skill to make it fast, so that it
would hold.  Then, in a whisper, 1 bade the unhappy man to stand up, and
after & momentary hesitation, he complied with my order. He stuod close
to the head of the boat, and there was just length enongh of rope from his
person to the weights to prevent any strain, while be was standing. T then
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requested one of my associates to assist me in hﬂa:ﬁ the weights from the
bottom to the side of the boat, while the other steadied her from the stern.
This wae done, and, as Morgan was standing with his back toward me, and
apparently looking into the water, I approached him, and gave him a strong
push with both my hands, which were placed on the middle of his back. He
fell forward, earrying the weights with him, and the waters elosed over the
mags.  We remained guiet for the space of two or three minutes, when my
companions, without saying a word, resumed their “Plnnes, and rowed the
boat to the place from which they had taken it. e then jumped aghore,
and, exchanging pressures of the hand, sepurated without a word.

I made my way home with all diﬁpatnL, trembling at every sound, and
dreading at each moment that I should meet some one whe might recognize me,
notwithstanding the blackness of durkiness in which the earth was enshrouded.
Bo great were my iwals’ior my porsonal safety, that I did not reflect on the
villany in which I had been engaged, by which a fellow-creature had been
deprived of life, and o family bereit of its protector. It was not until I bad
managed to reach my hed-room withont falling in with any one, that reflee-
tion came; and from that hour must I date the eommencement of those tor-
ments which have never sinee left me. I threw myself on my bed, but sleep
would not visit me. I was in a state of nervous oxcitement, and began to
experience the gnawings of the worm that never dies, and to feel the inten-
gity of the fire that is never quenched. At the ecarliest dawn I rose, and
went out and wandered forth among the forests, tortured by remorse, and curs-
ing the folly that had led me to imbrue my hands in Morgan's blood. For some
days I eontinued in the vicinity, but at last T determined to go into the
States, for the purpoze of getting away from the seene of my erime, I pro-
eeeded to that part of New York in which the anti-Masonie exeitement ori-
ginated, and was an apparently calm spectator of the evils that grew out of
the intense and just indignation of a people stirred to their inmost souls by
the oceurrence of a mysterious crime, that had baffled the low, and whose
perpetrators scemed to be as mueh above the reach of ordivary human
power ag were the members of the onece terrible Seeret Tribunal of Ger-
mauy. [ remained there for a congiderable length of time, as if fascinated ;
and ¥ not only attended anti-Masonic meetings, but likewise many of the
trials that grew out of the Morgan oufrage.

The excited state of the public mind was in unizon with my own feelings,
which conld not settle down into a condition of ealmness. No man in that
part of the world was acquainted with the part I had played in the murder
of Morgan, for it may eazily be believed that I wenld not take any one into
my confidence; and of those who had been eoncerucd in the affair with me,
either in eonsultation rr action, none resided near 1o my then place of abode.
Of my fellow-executioners, hoth had absented themselves from their homes
within a very short space of time after that fats]l night; nor have I any
reagson for supposing that either of them ever commmnicated the fact of my
having been united with them in the deed of murder, to third parties. If
it shonld be asked why I did net woburthen my mind to brother Masons,
my reply is, that, in the first place, T thonght T had no right to render them
accosgories to my erime, as by such confidence they would in a certain sense
have beeome ; and when I saw Masons, who for & long time had breasted the
storm, leaving and undermining the order,either from eonscientious or interest-
ed motives, it oecurred to me that [ should endanger my life by taking any man
into my confidence. Thus being compelled to retain the dread eecret in my
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bosom, my existence became to the last degree miserable, and my health so
declined that T began to fear I should soon be called upon to render an ac-
count to a greater power than that of any earthly tribunal, and from whose
serutiny no secret could be eoncealed. Though my life was a burthen, I
did not the less dread death, for T could not brin my mind to the helief that
with the grave there comes aunihilation anﬁ accountability eeases. I
shunned society, and passcd all the hours that were at ny command in soli-
tude, a change having come over my thoughts; and as at frst T sought all
public places, and erowds wera my delight, now the forest was better to me
than the street, and the presence of men my abhorrence, It seemed to me
as if my seerct were knowu to all men, and that for reasons o them good
they allowed of the postponement of my certain punishment. I could not
walk erect, nor obtain rest, nor find pleasure in any of those pursuits in
which the innocent pass their hours of leisure; and‘} might bave been ad-
dressed in the words of the greatest of poets—

" What is't that takes from thes
Thy eomfort, pleasure, and thy galden sleep?
Why dost thou bend thine eyes upon the earth,
And sturt so often when thon sitt’st alone?

Why hast thon lost the fresh bload in thy cheek?
Oh! what portents are these? ™

After remaining in western New York between two and three years, it oc-
curred to me that change of scene might tend to relieve my mind from the
welght that oppressed it, T proceeded to one of the new territories, where I
resided for a considerable length of time, seeking refuge from thought and
reflection in the hazards and discomforts of a frontier Ife. But it was all
of no avail. Go where T would, or do what T would, it was impossible for
me to throw off the consciousness of erime. If the mark of (;Fun was not
upon me, the curse of the first murderer waz on my soul. The blood-stain
was on my hands, and could not be washed out.” The avenger of blood
scemed ever on my track. The remonstrances of my victim fsell upon my
ear, at all times and in every place. T heard them in calm and amid the
storm—they whispered to me among the grass of the prairies and through
the leaves of the forest, Neither change of place nor change of pursuit
brought me consolation or rest. It mattered not whether | was among
cerowds of men, or in the silence of some wood that never before had been
penetrated by eivilized man; the voice of the avenger was ever sounding
in_my ear, and giving me to know the truth of the declaration, that mis.
chief shall haunt the violent man!

I wandered about the north-west for many years. Had fortune heen my
object, I should have succeeded in obtaining it, more than one o portunity
for great worldly advancement having been placed within my reach, as if to
tantalize me with the sight of things that offer to other men so muoh
pleasure, but which eould not be otherwise than worthless in my jaundiced
vision. 1 eould not abide long in one place, but felt condemned to wander
up and down on the face of the earth, a restless spirit, to whom is denied the
enjoyment of all that men hold dear. There have heen periods when T have
thought of suicide, as the best means of BscapTNG FROM MYSELF; hut from
self-murder T have been impelled hy that “fear of something after death,”
which * doth make cowards of us all” But it is impossible for any human
power forever to continue the suffering that it has fallen to my lot to expe-
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rience; and now, many vears after the perpetration of the erime that des-
troyed my peace, far from the land of my birth, among stran and at
the very outpost of civilization, I find death enveloping me in bis eold em-
brace. Though I eaanot otherwise than shiver at his touch, and dread
what must follow from his triumph over me, my end will be to myself a re-
lease.

I have made this confussion in the hope that gond may flow from it, and
to relieve my mind from a burden under which it has long been depressed.
I have endeavored to be plain and simple in my parrative, and have not
sought to” harrow B{P the imagination of the reader. If T have not intro-
duced the names others into my account of an event that once was of
eonsequence enongh to exeite a nation, it is because I have not wished to
“ereate prejudice against those who were connected with my associates, but
who were not associated with their eriminal proceedings. Whether my
gtory will have any effect on the public mind, I know not; nor do 1 care.
‘Now that years have elapsed since the abduetion and murder of Morgan,
people are capable of forming a rightecus judgment respecting that great
erime, and they no longer blindle involve the innocent in the condemnation
with the guilt;

I have done. Reader, have charity on me, and remember that you have
not been tempted az I was. Criminal as I am, I am also a beart-stricken
penitent, and have been made to exist, as it were, on a gibbet of our own
grection. '
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