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HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY.

BY A. G. MACKEY, M. D,

The early history of Masonry is veiled in some obscurity.
We know from the traditions of our Order,—traditions which
have wisely been withheld from the unhallowed ear of unlawful
curiosity,—that it existed in its present form at the building of
King Solomon’s Temple, and the enlightened brethren of the
Craft no longer hesitate to trace the birth of Symbolic Masonry
to that venerated spot, the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebu-
site. We Imow, however, from the testimony of contemporary
historians, that previous to the construction of the Temple,
there existed in Asia Minor an association of architects, “the
society of Dyonisian Artificers,” to whom were exclusively con-
fided the privilege of erecting puplic buildings. This fraternity
was distinguished by many peculiarities that strongly assimilate
them to our Order. In the exercise of charity, the “more
opulent were sacredly bound to provide for the exigencies of
the poorer bre ?  For the facilities of labor and govern-
ment, they were divided into lodges, each of which was gov-
erned by a Master and Wardens. They employed in their
ceremonial observances many of the implements which are still
to be found among Freemasons, and used like them a universal
lauguage, by which one brother could distinguish another in
the dark as well as in the light, and which served to unite the

members scattered over India, Persia, and Syria, into one com-
1



2 RISTORY OF FREEMASONRY.

mon brotherhood, The existence of this order in Judea, at the
time of the building of the Temple, is universally admitted ;
and Hiram, the widow's son, to whom Solomon entrusted the
superintendence of the workmen, as an inhabitant of Tyre, and
as a skilful architect, and cunning and curious workman, was
doubtless one of its members. Hence we are scarcely claiming
too much for our Order, when we suppose that the Dyonisians
were employed by King Solomon to assist in the construction
of the house he was about to dedicate to Jehovah, and that
they communicated to their Jewish fellow laborers a knowledge
of the advantages of their fraternity, and invited them to a
participation in its mysteries and privileges. If such be the
case, we easily obtain & solution of the wonderful coincidences
which Masonic writers have noticed between the ceremonies
and objects of initiation into the mysteries of Eleusis, whence
the Dyonisians took their origin, and those of Freemasonry ;—
coincidences so remarkable in their character, as to induce some
of our more enthusiastic Brethren to trace the birth of Masonry
in a direct line to the sacred rites of the goddess Ceres. I am
not disposed to claim for our Order so ancient or so renowned
a derivation,—though I doubt not it owed its birth to the same
spirit of establishing an esoteric philosophy, a system of secret
knowledge, which gave rise to the sacred language of the
Egyptian priests, to the sublime initiations of the Pagan gods,
and to the schools of Pythagoras and Plato. And yet the
mysteries of the ancient world, whether they be those of classic
Greece or Rome, or superstitious Persia, or of Pontificial Egypt
—whether they be the barbarous rites of Druidism performed
in the eternal forests of Britain and Gaal, or the sacred solem-
nities of India, celebrated in the gloomy caverns of Salsette
and Elephanta,—all contained so much of the spirit and the
outward forms of pure and speculative Masonry, as cannot fail
to astonish the intelligent brother. 1In all these various myste-
ries, we find a singular unity of design, and a wonderfal resem-
blance to those of our own Order. The ceremonies of initiation
were all funeral in their character. They celebrated the death
and resurrection of some cherished being, either the object of
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esteem as & hero, or of devotion a8 a god. Subordination of
degrees was instituted, and the candidate was subjected to
probations varying in their character and severity ; the rites
were practised amid the gloom and darkness of forests and
caverns, on the tops of lofty mountains, or in the recesses of
valleys ; and the full fruition of knowledge for which so much
labor was endured, was not attained until the neophyte, well
tried and thoroughly purified, had reached the place of wisdom
and of light.

The Dyonisian Artificers had carried with them from Greece
into Asgia Minor, and thence to Judea, the rites of Ceres, and if
we are correct in ascribing to them the origin of Freemasonry,
we can—and without such ascription we cannot — readily
readily account for the coincidences in design and method,
whioh must in the course of my preceding remarks, have been
apparent to all the initiated part of my audience.

Bat though upon the completion of the Temple, the work-
men who had been engaged in its construction necessarily
dispersed, to extend their knowledge and renew their labors in
other lands, we do not lose sight of the order. We find it still
existing in Judea, under the name of the Essenian FraTerxity.
This was rather a society of philosophers than of architects,
and in this respect it approached still nearer to the character of
modern speculative masonry. The Essenians were, however,
undoubtedly connected with the Temple, as their origin is
derived by the learned Scaliger, with every appearance of
truth, from - the Asipeans, those men of Israel, who in the
language of Lawrie, had associated together as “ Knights of the
Temple of Jerusalem, to adorn the porches of that magnificent
structure, and to preserve it from injury and decay.” The Esse-
nians were peculiarly strict in scrutinizing the characters of all
those who applied for admission into their fraternity. The
successful candidate, at the termination of his probationary
novitiate, was presented by the Elders of the Society with a
white garment, as an emblem of the purity of life to which he
was to aspire, and which, like the unsullied apron, the first gift
that we bestow upon an Entered Apprentice, was esteemed
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more honorable than sught that any earthly prince could give.
An oath was administered to him, by which he bound himself
not to divulge the secrets with which ‘he should be entrusted,
and not to make any innovations upon the settled usages of the
society. He was then made acquainted with certain modes of
recognition, and was instructed in the traditionary knowledge
of the Order. They admitted no women into their fraternity ;
abolished all distinctions of rank ; and devoted themselves to
the acquisition of knowledge and the dispensation of charity.
From the Essenians, Pythagoras derived much if not all of
the knowledge and the ceremonies, with which he clothed the
esoteric schools of his philosophy ; and while this identity of
doctrines and ceremonies is universally admitted by profane
historians, many of the most competent of our own writers
have attributed the propagation of Masonry into Europe, to
the efforts of the Grecian sage. It is certain that such an
opinion was prevalent not less than four centuries ago ; for in
the ancient Manuscript now well known to Masons, which was
discovered by the celebrated Locke among the papers of the
Bodleian Library, and which is said to be in the handwriting
of King Henry the Sixth, himself a Mason, it is expressly said
that Pythagoras brought Masonry from Egypt and Syris, into
Greece, from whence in process of time it passed into England.
I shall not vouch for the truth of this assumption, for not-
withstanding the celebrity of Pythagoras even at this day
among our fraternity, and the adoption into our Lodges of his
well known problem, I am rather inclined to attribute tho
extension of Masonry into Europe to the frequent and con-
tinued communications with Palestine, in the earlier ages of the
Christian dispensation. About this period we shall find that
associations of travelling architects existed in all the countries
of the continent ; that they journeyed from city to city, and
were actively engaged in the construction of religious edifices
and regal palaces. The government of these fraternities of
¥reemasons,—for they had already begun to assume that dis-
tinctive appellation,—was even then extremely regular. They
lived in huts or lodges, (a name which our places of meeting
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still retain) temporarily erected for their accommodation, near
the building on which they were employed. Every tenth man
received the title of warden, and was occupied in superintend-
ing the labors of those placed under him, while the direction
and supervision of the whole was entrusted to a Master chosen
by the fraternity.

Freemasons continued for a long time to receive the protec-
tion and enjoy the patronage of the Church and the nobility,
until the former becoming alarmed at the increase of their
numbers and the extension of their privileges, began to perse-
cute them with an unrelenting rigor, which eventually led to
their suspension on the continent. Many Lodges, however, had -
already been established in Great Britain, and these, shielded by
the comparative inildness and justice of the British laws, con-
tinmed to propogate the doctrines of the Order throughout
England and Scotland, and to preserve unimpaired its ancient
landmarks. From the royal city of York in England, and from
the village and abbey of Kilwinning, the cradle of Masonry in
Scotland, our Order continued to be disseminated and to flourish
throughout the two kingdoms with undiminish.d lustre, long
after the Lodges of their less fortunate brethren had been dis-
solved by the persecutions on the continent. From this period,
the institutions of Masonry began to be extended with rapidity,
and to be established with permanency. The dignity of the
Order was elevated, as the beauty of its principles became
known. Nobles sought with avidity the honor of initiation
into our cacred rights, and the gavel of the Grand Master has
been more than once wielded by the hand of a king.

Such is a brief sketch of the origin and early history ot
Masonry. I have not thought it necessary or proper to bring
to the truth of history, the meretricious ornaments of romance.
I feel that Preston, and some other of our enthusiastic annalists
in asserting for our Order an existence coeval with creation,
have added neither to its dignity, nor to their own reputations
as historians.

“ When Adam delv'd and Eve spun,”
Masonry, with every other human institution, was still in the
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womb of time. Nor while I am persuaded that no link is
wanting to complete the chain of evidence, written and tradi-
tionary, by which we are enabled to trace its formation to the
era of the building of the Temple at Jerusalem, do I claim for
its antiquity a greater reverence than I do for its holy princi-
ples, its virtuous character, and its charitable objects.

‘What, then, is the nature of this institution, which, born
amid the splendor and magnificence of an Eastern court, has
sarvived the fall of empires, and the change of languages, of
religion and of manners, without one stain upon its pristine
purity—without one crumble in the stones of its mighty fabric ?
what is this immortal assoociation, that has bid defiance alike to
the inoursion of the barbarian, and to the persecution of the
bigot ?—over whose imperishable structure time has passcd
with gentle hand, and which, strong in all its own worth,

u nec ignes
Nec poterit ferrum, nec edax abolere vetustas.”

Palestine, the once favored land of Jehovah, where David
strung his harp to lays of grateful gladness; where Isaiah
poured forth the strains of his inspired oratory, and where a
greater than David or Isaiah taught the divine precepts of
eternal love—Greece, the birth-place of Plato and of Homer,
the cradle of science and the nursery of song,—Rome, the
“eternal city,” where Maro sung, and Tully spoke; where
Brutus lived, and Cmsar died,—all, all have felt the avenger’s
footatep, and buried in the deep sleep of a nation’s degradation,
live but as shadows of a mighty name,—while Masonry, un-
scathed by time, unmoved by revolutions, unchanged through
changing ages, has slowly but surely wandered through all
“this wreck of matter and this crush of worlds,” until from
the far distant temple where it arose, it has reached our west-
ern shores, and reared and consecrated its altars on a soil
unknown, undreamed of by the mighty nations who in its
infancy controlled the destinies of the earth.

But ancient as is our Order, its antiquity is not its only or its
greatest claim upon our reverence and affection. It stands not
thus, unshaken amid these mighty political convulsions of the
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earth, in all the barren dignity of unhonored age, like the
colossal pyramid of Cheops, each stone of whose useless struc-
ture tells only of a bondsman’s toil and a tyrant’s oppression—
nor like the massive columns of Palenque, whose mouldering
remains serve but to remind us of the hideous rites and human
sacrifices of a barbarous people, but rather like the stupendous
aqueducts of ancient Rome, which have outlived the race who
erected them, Masonry, in all its sacred ceremonies and time-
bonored customs, breathes that spirit of Wispox, Steexets and
Bravury, in which it was framed by its immortal founders.—
“Horingss 10 THE Lorp” is inscribed upon its portals with
unfading brilliancy, and its altar is lit with the living fires of
Charity and Religon.

If it is unlawful to draw the sacred veil which conceals the
solemn mysteries of our institutions from the gaze of unsanc-
tioned curiosity, at least it is not forbidden to speak with
proper caution of the beauty and wisdom and virtue of its
design.

‘When those well known words are uttered, which like the
proclamation of the mystagogue at Eleusls, closes our doors
upon the intrusions of the profane, onr mystic retreat is con-
verted into a temple consecrated to the worship of the Most
High—on our sacred altar the unruly passions and the worldly
appetites of the brethren are laid, a fitting sacrifice to the
genius of our Order, and each Mason becomes invested with a
“new name ” and a purer character. The distinctions of rank
are left without, and the prince and the peasant here meet upon
the level. Here the emblematic plumb-line cautions the brother
against any deviation from a just and upright course of con-
duct ; here the extended compasses direct him to circumscribe
his desires within due bounds; and the square inculcates that
golden rule, that he should do unto others as he would that
they should do unto him. Here

“Friendship on wing, etherial flying round
Stretches her arm to bless the hallowed ground ;
Humanity well pleased here takea her stand,
Holding her daughter Pity in her hand;

Here Cinity, which soothes the widow's sigh,



8 HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY.

And wipes the dew drop from the Orphan’s eye ;
And here Benevolence, whose large embrace,
Uncircumscrib'd, takes in the human race.”

Our Order, deriving its outward forms as well #s its internal
spirit from the times and the usages of the Temple, passes in
its road from darkness to the place of light, through those
various gradations which we are taught existed among the
buildeas of that magnificent edifice ; and it bestows not the fail
froition of its knowledge, until by long and laborious trials,
the candidate has proved himself worthy to participate in its
sublimest mysteries. In each stage of initiation, some new
lesson is taught, and some new virtue is inculeated, until puri-
fied by his probations, and prepared for the full effulgence of
Masonic wisdom, the enraptured aspirant receives his last great
lesson of fidelity to his trusts, and of fortitude in danger.

As an Entered Apprentice, a lesson of humility and contempt
of wordly riches and of earthly grandeur, is impressed upon his
mind by symbolic ceremonies, too important in their character
ever to be forgotten. The beauty and holiness of Charity are
depicted in emblematic modes, stronger and more lasting than
mere language can express ; and the neophite is directed to lay
& corner stone of virtne and purity, upon which he is charged
to erect a superstructure, alike honorable to himself, and to the
fraternity of which he is hereafter to compose a part.

As a Fellow Craft, the aspirant is permitted to enjoy another
and a brighter portion of the light of Masonry. As in the first
degree those lessons are impressed of morality and brotherly
love, which should eminently distinguish the youthful appren-
tice, so in the second is added that extension of knowledge,
which enabled the original craftsmen to labor with ability and
profit at the construction of the Temple. In the degree of
Entered Apprentice, every emblematic ceremony is directed to
the lustration of the heart; in that of Fellow Craft, to the
enlargement of the mind.  Already clothed in the white gar-
ments of innocence, the advancing candidate is now invested
" with the deep and unalterable truths of science. At length he
passes the porch of the Temple, and in his progress to the
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middle chamber, is taught the ancient and unerring method of
distinguishing a friend from a foe. His attention is directed to
the wonders and beauties of nature and art, and the differences
between operative and speculative Masonry are unfolded, unti]
bv instruction and contemplation, he is led “to view with rev.
erence and admiration the glorious words of the creation, and is
inspired with the most exalted ideas of the perfections of his
Divine Creator.”

Baut it is not until the third or Master's degree is reached by
arduous labor and by worthy conduct, that the full undimmed
effulgence of Masonic light bursts upon the enraptured vision.
In this, which is the perfection of symbolic Masonry, the purest
truths are unveiled amid the most awful ceremonies. None
but he who has visited the holy of holies, and travelled the
road of peril, can have any conception of the mysteries unfolded
in this degree. Its solemn observances diffuse a sacred awe,
and inculcate a lesson of religious trath—and it is not until the
neophyte has reached this summit of our ritual, that he can
exclaim with joyful accents in the language of the sage of old,
“Eureka. Eureka,” I have found at last the long sought treasure.
In the language of the learned and zealous Hutchinson, some-
what enlarged in its allusion, ¢ the Master Mason represents a
man under the doctrine of love, saved from the grave of in-
iquity, and raised to the faith of salvation.” Tt testifies oul
faith in the resurrection, and while it inculcates a practical
lesson of prudence and unshrinking fidelity, it inspires the most
cheering hope of that final reward which belongs alone to the
“ just made perfect.”

This view of the nature and character of our institution, will
form our best defence against the charge of ungallantry, with
which we are so often reproached. That woman is not per-
mitted to a participation in our rites and ceremonies, is most
true. But it is not because we deem her unworthy or unfaith-
fuli or deny her the mind to understand or the heart to appre-
ciate our principlés, but simply because, in the very organization
of Masonry, men alone can fulfill the duties it inouloates, or -
perform the labors it enjoins, Free and speculative magonry is

2
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but an application of the art of operative Masonry to mora]
and intellectual purposes. Our ancestors worked at the con-
struction of the Temple of Jerusalem ; while we are engaged
in the erection of a more immortal edifice—the temple of the
mind. They employed their implements for merely mechanical
purposes : we use them emblematically, with more exalted
designs.

The common gavel is an instrument made use of by opera-
tive masons, to break off the corners of rough stones, the better
to fit them for the builder’s use ; but we, as free and accepted
Masons, are taught to use it for the more noble and glorious
purpese of divesting our minds and consciences of all the vices
and superfluities of life, thereby fitting our bodies, as living
stones, for that spiritual building, that “house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens.”

Again, the plumb is an instrument employed hy operative
masons to try perpendiculars; the square, to square their work ;
and the level, to prove horizontals; but we, as free and accepted
Masons, employ them for more exalted purposes. The plumb
admonishes us to walk uprightly in our several stations, before
God and man, squaring our actions by the square of virtue, and
remembering that we are travelling upon the level of time, to
“that undiscovered couutry from whose bourne no traveller
returns.”

Thus in all our emblems, our language and our rites, there is
a beautiful exemplification and application of the rules of oper-
ative Masonry, as it was exercised at the building of the Tem-
ple. And as King Solomon employed only in the constraction
of that edifice, hale and hearty men and cunning warkmen, so
our Lodges, in imitation of that great exemplar, demand as the
indispensable requisite to admission, that the candidate shall be
free-born, of lawful age, and in the pessession of all his limbs
and members, that he may be capable of performing such work
as the Master shall assign him.

Hence it must be apparent to the fairer portion of my audi-
ence, that their admission into our Order would be attended
with a singular anomaly.  As they worked not at the Temples
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neither can they work with us. But we love and cherish them
pot the less. One of the holiest of our mystic rites inculcates
a reverence for the widow, and pity for the widow’s son. The
wife, the mother, the sister, and the daughter of the Mason,
exercise a peculiar claim upon each Mason's heart and affec-
tions. And while we know that woman's smile, like the mild
beams of an April sun, reflects a brighter splendor on the light
of prosperity, and warms with grateful glow the chilliness of
adversity, we regret not the less deeply, because unavailingly,
that no beam of that sun can illume the recesses of our Lodge
and call our weary workmen from their labors to refreshment,

Such are the beauties and wisdom of our ancient Order ; and
from this rapid view of its excellencies, it can no longer be a
matter of astonishment, that among its children are to be found
the best, the wisest, and the noblest of our race. Napoleon,
the Alexander of our age, was a Mason, end might, under other
circumstances than those in which his eventful lot was cast,
have met his great rival, but his brother Mason, Wellington,
around the peacetul altar of a Lodge. Sir John Moore, the
hero of Corunna, and Nelson, the bravest of the British Admi-
rals, both were members of our Order. George the Fourth
long governed the fraternity in England, and was at length
succeeded by his brother the Duke of Sussex, who still remains
Grand Master of that extensive empire. Ashmole, the celebra-
ted antiquary, was admitted into our Order two hundred years
ago, and contemplated a history of the Craft, the completion of
which design his death unfortunately prevented. Sir Christo-
pher Wren, the great Architect of St. Paul's, died Grand Mas-
ter of the English Masons ; and Locke, the mighty metaphysi-
cian, was not only a worthy craftaman, but left in a well
deserved eulogy, his tribute to the virtues of the Order.

In our own land, the most illustrious of our citizens have
knelt at the altar of Masonry. Warren, whose untimely but
not unhonored death upon the heights of Bunker, is familiar to
every lover of his country, was the first Grand Master of Mas-
sachusetts ; the first Lodge in Pennsylvania was organized
under the Mastership of the philosophic Franklin; whilc
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Masons still dwell with rapture on the memory of Washington,
that immortal Brother who was “first in war, first in peace, and
first in the hearts of his countrymen.”

The universality of Masonry is not more honorable to the
Order than it is advantageous to the Brethren. From East to
West, and from North to South, over the whole habitable globe
our Lodges are disseminated. Wherever the wandering steps
of civilized man have left their foot-prints, there have our tem-
ples been erected, and our worship established. The lessons of
Masonic love have penetrated into the wilderness of the West,
and the red man of our soil has shared with his more enlight-
ened Brother the mysteries of our science ; while the arid sands
of the African desert have more than once been the scene of a
Masonic greeting. The Mason. indigent and destitute, may find
in every clime a Brother, and in every land a home.

MASONS DIE WELL.
BY M. W. ALFRED, M.D.

How cheering is the scene, while all is dark beside, to witness
in the death of our friends a fortitude and faith triumphant in
the last of life, and elevating the soul above where happy spir-
its dwell and heaven serenely smiles. ~'We refer now more
especially to those of our masonic brethren and fathers who
withstood the scoffs and the rage of anti-masonic fanaticism
almost half a century ago. '

A consideration of this subject is quite appropriate at the
present time as & means of fortifying ourselves against the
storm with which we are threatened, like that which visited us
between forty and fifty years since. It we live so as to die
well, all else matters but little. Neither prosoription nor per-
secution will ever drive one good Mason from his God or his
Lodge. John Wesley, speaking of his Christian brethren, said,
“Qur people die well.” YWhat if we are expelled from the
Church only because we are Masons, and sectarian banns and
bolts forever forbid our return thither ¥ So long as the Father
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of Lights sheds His bright beams to illume our path of life and
cheer us in the hour of death, all is well. Thousands of good
Masons, both ministers and laymen, have died rejoicing in hope
of a crown that will never fade.

The last words of my aged and Reverend father were
addressed to me :—“I die in the light.” My father was made
a Mason I think in Vergennes, Vermont, about 1798.  Subse-
quently he became a minister in the Baptist denomination and
remained so until the time of his death, December 25, 1848,
aged 82 years. The anti-masonic excitement of 1827-8 for a
time jeapordized his standing in his church. During this time,
many ministers and members were expelled from the Church,
and some were excluded afler they withdrew, for “ breaking the
covenant” with the Church! The Rev. Mr. Tillotson was
among the number that withdrew from anti-masonic persecution
- in his church. He died in the town in which I resided. His
1ast words were spoken to Rev. H.P. Sage. He said : “ Bro-
ther Sage, I see the lights gleaming on the other shore.” He
scorned to renounce his masonic relations, and in life’s most
trying hour did heaven place his own probatum est upon his
heart. Though he had been harassed and annoyed by professed
Christian brethren, he held converse with him who said, “I
will never leave thee nor forsake thee.” This promise He
clearly verified. ‘

Soon after the “ Narrative” of Morgan’s disappearance was
published, the church of which my father was the pastor
entered into an investigation to ascertain if any of their num-
ber were Masons. It was found that he was the only one.
The church called a meeting to try him for being a Mason, and
he was summoned to appear and enter his defence. He plead
guilty of being a Mason, but stated that living as he did remote
from a Lodge, and as he had not been in one for & number of
years and did not intend to renew his membership, he hoped
his Christian bretliren would bear with him as they had done
for many years past. This did not satiate the gust for gore,
and the trial was continued. What an august spectacle ! a lit-
tle thing assuming to be the Church and to act in place of the
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Saviour of the world, composed of some men, more women,
and still more children, met in solemn council to try their gray-
headed pastor for being & Mason ! After mature deliberations,
this legislature and judical body required him on a given Sab-
bath to make a public statement of his views of the Masonic
institution. This statement was to the effect “ that the teach-
ings of Masonry were highly moral, liberal and good so far as
he knew their tendencies ; that he had enjoyed its social gath-
erings in days long past, but never expected to again; he had
nothing to renounce, but wished to retain his church relations.”
‘With some misgivings the church voted satisfaction.

But it so happened in the course of a couple of years that a
brother Mason died, and requested a Masonic barial service.
My father preached a funeral sermon, but wore no apron nor
took any .part in the Masonic solemnities. Standing near the
grave while the Masons passed around and threw in the mystic
evergreen, when all had passed one of their number gave him a
twig which he, thoughtless of the crime it involved, cast upon
the cofin. Alas ! his church arose in her dignity and might
aud “ put on her beautiful (anti-masonic) garments, and the com-
bat deepened. A council was called, and he was arraigned for
this villainous deed. The council, however, saw nothing in this
act to justify decapitation, and advised amnesty and reconcilia-
tion. A keen anti-masonic .brother of my father's church then
devised a means of testing his Masonic affection. He obtained
the aid of a Morgan Mason from a distance, whom he intro-
duced to him in the most friendly (Judas) manner. He was to
give my father the Morgan grip, and the brother was to witness
if he responded to it. The brother thought he did !

“O well done ; I commend your pains,

And every one shall share i’ the gains.

And now about the cauldron sing

Like elves and faries in a ring—

Enchanting all that ye put in.”

Hostilities werc renewed—the church took up the matter ot

shaking hands. But it did not appear that the pastor was
posted in Morgan grips, nor that he shook hands masonically.

So it went down, to the great chagrin of the anti-masonic
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Christian brother. This twig of evergreen and the shaking of
hands caused great excitement and months of investigation.
At length the anti-masonic ire abated and all became quiet’
in the churchagain.

On the morning of the day on which my father died, he said,
“T see you appear alarmed about me.” I told him he could not
live out the day. He gave direction respecting his funeral :—
wished Elder Dwyer (a Mason who lived more than twenty
miles distant) to preach the sermon. He desired the hymn
sung, the first verse of which he repeated :

“Unshaken as the sacred hills
And firm as mountains stand,
Firm as a rock that soul shall rest,
That trusts the Almighty hand,”

After several minutes of unconsciousness he revived and said,
in accents of triumph, “I die in the light,” and sank away to
rest.

Brethren, the days of aunti-masonic proscription in some of
the churches are now revived. We have been asked, “ Do you
love masonry better than the church ?” ¢ Are you not willing
to forsake the Iodge for the sake of chureh fellowship ?”
What specious quibbles—what shallow tergiversations ! The
question is not whether we love masonry better than the
church, but whether we will resist human tyranny over our
own conscience ; whether we love our God-given rights and
liberties better than slavery and oppression. When any church
or individual steps between our consciences and that God in
whom we trust, we will exercise our self-respect and say, “ Get
thee hence, tyrant. ‘¢ Give us liberty or give us death.’”

ARE WE TRUE TO OUR PROFESSION AS MASONS?

BY A. J. SBAWYER, M.D.

In answering this question I am sorry to admit that we are
not, but far from it. For instance, bow often it happens that
petty jealousies and bitter heart-burnings arise among Masons,
and that brothers feeling thus, for the time, forget their duties
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and obligations to, and mutual engagements with each other,—
vent their spleen without regard to the welfare of the Order or
.the Lodge which they thus disgrace by producing discord and
confusion in the Lodge ; or, should one of the parties to the
quarrel perchance be a responsible officer of the Lodge, block
the wheels altogether by perverting the salutary use of the
black ball into a secret weapon for mischief, and rush like
weak, cowardly and unmanly—not to say unmasonic—transac-
tions. Or one or the other—and often both—may and often do
lapse into a state of profound indifference towards the whole
Order, and perhaps withdraw from it entirely, thereby becom-
ing mere drones in the masonic hive and therefore nseless mem-
bers of the society and totally unworthy of our protections as
Masons. Now, it is useless for me to say that such feelings as
I have portrayed are wrong and unbecoming a Mason, and that
such scenes as are their legitimate fruit are entirely out of place
in 8 masonic assembly, for they are directly at variance with
and subversive of the principles we all profess. Tberefore, in
withdrawing from the Lodge when they can no longer live in
peace and harmony with the officers and members thereof, such
members, perhaps, manifest a greater degree of propriety in so
doing than the Lodge did discretion in first admitting them
members of the iustitution. For, since a body of worthy men
mingling together in perfect peace and harmony, week after
week and month after month, for the accomplishment of cer-
tain laudable ends, can but result in engendering a spirit of
brotherly love and friendship, which we are tanght is a cement
that unites men into one conimon bond or society of friends
and brothers among whom no contention should ever exist, but
that noble contention or rather emulation of who best can
work and best agree, it is, therefore, our bounden duty ae
Masons never to deviate from the minutest principle thereof;—
ever bearing in remembrance the tenets of our profession,
which teach brotherly love, relief, and truth, and those truly
masonic virtues which admonish us to observe silence and cir-
cumspection. If brethren were actuated, as they should be,
by such a spirit, peace, prosperity and happiness would await
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them in the future, and we might in truth and soberness say
vith propriety, “ Behold how good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity.” Should that time come,
wemsy no longer discover envy at each other’s prosperity,
whether in secular business or political matters, the religious
concerns of life, or in masonry. Then, too, we may no longer
be guilty of sitting idly by, cold and indifferent spectators ot
the wants of worthy distressed brothers, bereaved widows,
defenseless maidens or helpless orphans, if in our power to
grant them relief without material injury to ourselves and fami-
lies. Nor will it be an unwilling task to go on foot, and if
need be, barefoot and out of our way, to aid and assist a
needy pilgrim travelling from afar, as mercenary and unworthy
motives will no longer control the actions of us as men and
Masons, and wise and worthy men, as of old, may no longer
deem it “ derogatory to their dignity to level themselves with
the fraternity, extend their benefits and privileges, and patronize
our assemblies.” Then, too, will Masons, as they ought, find a
ufe repository, not only of the mysteries of the Order, but of
each other’s secrets as well, in the breast of a brother Mason,
and we shall witness no more of the double dealing and want
of fidelity to pledges made upon masonic honor, which so
widely prevail at the present time—a shame and disgrace to
Masons and masonry. Nor shall we hear more of brother
Masons conspiring to supplant each other in their laudable
udertakings, or the withholding the needed word of caution
or counsel when a brother is about to fall into danger of what-
ever kind, name or nature. Nor shall we have more of that
shameful backbiting and petty slandering among Masons to
serve private pique, or personal ends, or ambitious designs,
which have done and are now doing more than any and all other
things combined to dethrone and destroy masonry,—the Pope’s
Ball, the evil machinations of anti-masonic conventions, the
bitter and ungenerous tirades of ambititious politicians, the
ravings and doubtings of fanatical preachers and class-leaders
not excepted. A want of that harmony, concert of action, and
oneness of feeling that should exist among Masons is, as I have
8
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above intimated, one of the greatest, and I fear increasing, evils
that threaten the existence and welfare of our time-honored
order. How prone we are to withhold the protecting hand
from a falling brother, and the much needed word of friendly
counsel in aid of his reformation; and in our transactions with
each other, prove that to Masons and Mason’s families, we are
peculiarly and more closely allied than to all others. '

We are taught to call each other by the affectionate title,
Brother, to indicate that we belong to one and the same family,
and that as such we are united by ties that should distinguish
us from the rest of mankind, and that we owe to the members
of that brotherhood more than ordinary friendship, charity,
humanity. How out of place it is then, for brother Masons to
ill-treat or despitefully use a craftsman, to cheat, wrong or de-
fraud him, to raise the hand in violence against him, or to tra-
duce his good name. Nevertheless, the same prejudices, the
same strife and selfishness that characterize the actions of man
with man in his dealings with the outer or “profane” world,
are but too apt to actuate us in our intercourse with each other,
exerting a baneful influence upon the order, both among our-
selves and those who are not of us. With us it begets & want
of confidence in each other, thereby materially weakening our
attachment to, and love for, matters pertaining to the order, and
has resulted in contaminating our hive with useless drones, a
curse to true Masons and pure Masonry, and which, if not
corrected, will, I fear, ultimately prove our downfall as an in-
stitation. To our enemies it affords their strongest and most
dangerous weapon, and one too, which they would use with
still greater effort against us, did they know to what a fearful
extent it exista in our mystical body. As a consequence of
this, that which was designed to be, and therefore should be, of
most essential service to the world in general, and the craft in
particular, often proves but a snare and delusion to the newly
initiated, and all our professions of friendship, morality and
fraternal love, but “sounding brass and tinkling cymbals.” As
dereliction in one quarter, if not heeded, is apt to beget dere-
liction or carelessness in another; and brothers that. are permit-
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ted to be untrue to themselves, will alsa be untrue to the order,
and to the Lodge of which they are members.

Again, how often do we hear brothers, perhaps otherwise
worthy, in plain and palpable violation of the duties, professions
and teachings of Masonry, as well as outraging every principle
of decency, morality and christianity, making use of the sacred
name of Deity in a most shocking and scandalously profane
manner, to the shame and mortification of all who have due
reverence for the name of that Great, Holy and *mysterious
Being, who is without the beginning of days or ending of years.”
I will submit whether it is not foolishly inconsistent, and shame-
fully bypocritical—to call such conduct by no harsher name—for
those who boast of being members, and worse than all, officers
perhaps, of a moral institution, having the book of the law
for their chosen guide, and the great I AM, as their Chief
Master and Architect, thus to comport themselves in the pres-

-ence of intelligent and thinking men? Is it a wonder then,
under such circumstances as these, that many men, and good
men too, refuse to unite with, or countenance us, but rather
look upon us as enemies and scoffers of religion and religious
things, and a8 co-workers with the devil? Neither is it a
wonder that some of our own household, becoming disgusted
with such sayings and doings of those who have wrought
in the quaries, exhibited specimens of their skill, and promised
to be worthy and upright Masons, finally withdraw from our
assemblies, and thereby so far as possible become personally
irresponsible for our misdoings. But it is an evil day for a
lodge, and a threatening omen for the order, when wise
and good men no longer take pleasure and have a pride in
“leveling themselves with the fraternity, and patronizing our
assemblies.”

Again, I will cite attention to that crying evil, drunkenness,
so fearfully prevalent these days among Masons, and which is
8o plainly a violation of the constitution, laws and edicts of the
Grand Lodge, which we are bound by solemn promises to main-
tain and support, and of the by-laws of our subordinate lodges,
which we are equally bound to stand to and abide by as far as
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they shall come to our knowledge. Besides, it is in plain and
direct conflict with one of the four cardinal virtues of Masonry,
wherein we are referred to the penalty of our obligation as
E— A— M—, and that a violation of it renders us fit subjects
for the contempt and detestation of all mankind, but more
especially of all good Masons. When we thus do violence to
every principle of morality, sanotity and sobriety ourselves, or
permit it in others with impunity, how can we hope or expect
good and true men to seek affiliation with us, and thus share the
reproach and obloquy that are heaped upon us through smnch
conduct? And how unjust it is to those faithful friends and
brothers among us, who do breast the storm of calumny and
opposition hurled against the order and them, mainly in conse-
quence of these outrages upon an institution, which in its ritual
inculcates—to those who seek its mysteries, its rights and its
privileges—all the virtues: Truth and justice, morality, charity,
purity, reverence to God and good will to man. And although
it is our bounden duty, in all cases and at all times, to “judge
with candor, admonish with friendship, and to reprehend with
justice;” to warn an erring brother, to guard him against any
and all breaches of fidelity, and to endeavor to lead him from
the paths of vice and evil-doing into those of sobriety, morality
and good citizenship; yet if brothers will not eschew that which
is evil and cleave to that which is good, in other words, if they
will not live up to the rules and regulations of our time-honored
order, but continue, wilfully and knowingly to violate them, let
them be arraigned before the lodge, and in the presence of those
who witnessed their solemn engagements, at our sacred altar,
with the great light of Masonry before them, let them be re-
generated, or if they will not recant from their turbulent and
rebellious course, after due and timely warning, let them be
cast out from among us, as unworthy members, and no longer
entitled to our confidence or protection as Masons.

The lessons that we have received at the altar of Masoury
inculeate all this and more; they teach us to be temperate, pru-
dent; and just in thought, word and deed; that we should be
faithful, truthful and charitable in all things, at all times, and to



THE WORSHIPFUL MASTER. ‘ 21

all mankind, but more especially to brother masons—that we
should be courageous, fervent and zealous in the cause and
defence of right, under all circumstances, no matter what the
consequence, or what others may think or do. .And although
we may not, perhaps, reasonably expect to witness a full
and perfect realization of such a state of society as the
above would inangurate, nevertheless, it should be the ambition
of Masons to consumate as near as possible, to so happy a
state of things, andto this end be ever willing to diffuse light
and information to the uninformed; to disburse charity to the
suffering and needy, and bind up the wounds of the afflicted, and
to extend the hand of protection to the helpless and innocent,
wheresoever dispersed throughout the world. Then our pro-
fessions, our solemn engagements, and the beautiful and impress-
ive tenets of our order will not be made a solemn mockery of;
the mantle of crime, and the plaything of rogues and imposters,
as too often happens in these days of disjointed and irresponsible
legislation; of disregard for law and order, for oaths and obliga-
tions, and for ancient and well established constitutions, usages
and customs, as well as of irreverence for God and man. “Then,”
indeed, “will the glory, honor and reputation of our institution
be firmly established, and the world at large convinced of its
good effects.”

—_— ——

THE WORSHIPFUL MASTER.

Much of the prosperity and succes of a lodge depends upon
‘the master elected to preside over it. If a good and true man
be chosen to preside in the Oriental Chair—one whose character
is formed after the highly moral masonio code, and if he mani-
fest a love for the craft, and zeal to work for its advancement, the
influence of such a one will be felt for good not only among the
brotherhood, but also among the entire community; but if the
brethren choose a man of loose morals and corrupt heart, who
bas little reverence for God or care for the rights of his fellow
men, it matters not that he can repeat the ritnal ever so flipantly,
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and with the most critical exactness, a lodge cannot permanent-
ly prosper with such an one presiding. None can build up
Masonry but a Mason, and he is not a true Mason, on whom the
first heart work was never performed. And how does the
badge of innocence become a corrupt bad man? It only serves
to make his sins more conspicuous, and therefore observable.
The beauties of our ritual and ceremonies are not onmly lost
when they are repeated by a profane and corrupt Master, but as
he is represented a8 commending to others, what he does not put
in practice himself, the whole matter appears like an absurd
farce. And to elevate a bad, corrupt man to office, is not only
to seem to sustain him in his evil life and habits, but to identify
these evils with the lodge which he represents, and thereby in-
vite the censure and condemnation of the good everywhere. It
is to make a target of the unfortunate Master at which arrows
will be shot from every one, and the lodge will be equally at-
tacked, and also the entire Fraternity.

Yes, the Master of a lodge should be a good man, one who, in
daily life, will reflect the noble, principles and good morals of
Fremasonry. He should be strictly temperate in his habits, hon-
est in his deal, and truthful to a proverb. He should be industri-
ous—no loafing drone. He should be kind and courteous to all,
and especially to strangers. He should be liberal and tolorent,
not expecting that everybody’s sentiments and views will always
accord with his own in every particular. When occasion de-
mands, he should be firm for the right, not dogmatic. He should
have the quality of attracting people, and moulding them to the
nobility of the principles he has himselfimbibed. As a ritualist,
he should be “ master of the situation,” and “apt to teach.” He
should not even weary of instructing those who need it, nor
grow petulent because some may need to have the lesson oft re-
peated for want of attentive memories, He should endeavor to
appear natural, and athome—free from cant and airs. He should
be cheerful, especially courteous to the Wardens, and friend-
ly to all. He should remember that to fill the position of Master
well, is what is a credit to the one chosen, and not merely to be
placed, by the suffrages of a lodge, in the chief chair. He should
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be studious of the ancient constitutions and landmarks, and also
of jurisprudence, and the decisions of his Grand Lodge. In a
word, he should be a gentleman and a scholor. Brethren, be
careful in the choice of your Masters. Do not elect a brother to
8o responsible position unless he possess the requisite qualifica-
tion. Not every good, jolly fellow is competent to fill the im-
portant station. Epiror.
-— —

GRAND BODIES.

As yet we are in possession ot Reports from only a few of
the Grand Lodges and Grand Chapters; but before our next
issue, we hope to receive these Reports from most of the jurisdie-
tions in the United States. We have before us the Proceedings
of the G. L. of Illinois, the G. L. of Pennsylvania, and the G. L.
and G. Chapter of Michigan. From these we give the follow-
ing sammary :

The last Session of the Grand Lodge of Illinois was held in
Springfield, Oct., 6th, and 7th; A. L.~5868, and was opened in
ample form. The attendance of Grand Officers, Permanent
members and Representatives, was very large, and more than
the usual amount of business seems to have been transacted in
great harmony.

The address of the Grand Master, J. R. Gorin, was quite brief,
bat it exhibits that devotion to and reverence for Deity which
Masonry has even fostered. Dispensation, for thirty-six new
Lodges had been issued during this previous term, which indi-
cates the growing condition of the Order in that jurisdiction.—
In a very valuable statistical table found on page 210 of these
“ Proceedings,” the number of Masons put down for Illinois is
28,184, and the aggregate given for forty-two Lodges, embracing
the United States, Canada and Nova Scotis, 387,402. This table
puts Michigan down at 16,861, whereas we had at the last January
Session 18,016, and at the present time we are assured by Bro.
Coffenbury, the number cannot fall much short of 20,000 contrib-
uting members. So, if other grand jurisdictions are multiply-
ing members as rapidly as Michigan, we must have more than a
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half million, at the present writing, within the United States.
Thus it would seem that the labors of Bro. Finney and Co. have
little effect.

Brother Harman G. Reynolds, after serving the Grand Lodge of
Illinois eighteen years, as R. W. Grand Secretary, retired from
his arduous labors, to be chosen immediately to the honorable
and responsible position of Grand Master, a position which he
is now ffiling with credit to himself and honor to the craft.

The copy of proceedings before us from Illinois is gotten up
in the best style of the printer’s art, and reflects great credit on
the Grand Secretary, who is also the Publisher.

By the courtesy of our most worthy Grand Master, A. T.
Metcalfe, we have the perusal of a copy of the proceedings of
the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, at its Quarterly and Annual
Communications during the year 1868. The Annual Communi-
cation was held at Philadelphia, December 28th,  for St. John
the Evangelist's Day,” as that day fell on Sunday. After the
instalation of the Grand Officers, who had been duly elected at
the Quarterly Grand Communication, the Right Worshipful
Grand Master, Richard Vaux, delivered one of the most able
and comprehensive addresses we have read for a long time.
From it we extract the following facts relative to the condition
of Masonry in Pennsylvania:

During the past year thirty-one Lodges were lawfully warant-
ed and duly constituted.

There are now 259 workmg Todges in Pennsylvamn, with a
membership of 29,340.

Lodges restored to good standing, - - - 5
During the year 1867 thero were admissions, - - 589
Initiations, - - - - - 8,681
Rejections, - - - - 688
Suspended and Expelled, - . . . 885
Resignations, . . . . . 888
Deaths, . - - . 9268

In reporting the names of the Jnstmguxshed Brothers present
at the laying of the corner stone of the New Masonic Temple,
June 24th, 1868, the brethren from this jurisdiction are
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_ omitted, it is presumed by mistake. These were S. C. Coffen-
bury, M. W. Grand Master; A. T. Metcalfe, R. W. Deputy
Grand Master; R. W. Landon, R. W. Grand Treasurer; and
8. Blanchard, R. W. Grand Visitor and Lectarer. These Breth-
ren went through the excessive heat and drouth the long distance
to Philadelphia, and enjoyed so much during their stay with
the Pennsylvania Brethren, that they returned home fully com-
pensated for their toil. See Brother Coffenbury’s address to
the Grand Lodge of Michigan at its last session.

There is truth in these remarks of the Grand Master of Penn-
sylvania: “The greatest danger to which Free Masonry is now
exposed, s from enemies within, not those without. Making mem-
bers of the craft, is not necessarily making Masons. There is
too great a desire to increase the number of members, for, pre-
adventure, the number of Masgons is not thereby increased. Strict
trial, severe tests, careful examination, thorough investigation
into fitness ; caution, prudence, due consideration, * 6 * * are
now essential in all Lodges as precedent conditions to a favorable
report on these who apply for the right and privileges of Mason-
ry.” To all which we respond, so mote it be.

Ebprror.

Taz Feareenity 1N Karamazoo.—We doubt if there is a place
in this jurisdiction where the Institution of Masonry is more
flourishing, than in the beautiful city of the Burr Oaks. The
brethren have recently finished and furnished, at an expense of
several thousand dollars, one of the most beautiful halls in the
State. There are two subordinate Lodges, a Chapter, & Com-
mandery, and the several Lodges and Chapters appertaining to
the Scotch Rite, all working harmoniously, and animated by the
true principles of Masonry. Their lines have been cast in pleas-
ant places, and with apprentice and master workman, all seems
to pass along as serenely as & summer morn. 'Thus be it -ever
with our good Fraters of Kalamazoo.

4
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EVENING FANCIES.

BY 8. C. COFFINBURY.

Steals the distant music of the holy veaper,
Upou the evening air,

Deep into the soul, a soft and solemn whisper,
Like low and earnest prayer.

Oh! how sweet it is to bow the head and listen
To the low mellow'd tone,

When the countless stars above begin to glisten,
And we are all alone?

No, not all alone, for fancy doth awaken,
'Mid the dim twilight spell,

The fair forms by which we deem'd ourselves forsaken
When toll'd their funeral knell.

Yes, they come and go like misty shadows waving
In fancy's wierd dream,
. And low to linger in memory's fountains laving:
How beautiful they seem?

How silently they soar and, still smiling, becken
Us upward to the sky?

A bright promise to the weary and heart stricken
Of peace and rest on high.

And Oh! we fondly gaze through the vault above us—
Yon high, blue starry dome,

To catch those shadowy forms that erst did love us,
Asconding to their home?

Land of the angels, how may we fading mortals—
We blanch'd and withering flowers —
Ascend and enter thy celestial portals,
To bloom in brighter bowers?

Oh! we must bide our time till softly winging
Through the pure hallow'd air,

The angels shall descend with joyous singing,
And gently ‘bear us there,
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TRUE WEALTH.—A TALE.

BY 8. C. COFFINBURY.
CHAPTER L

There is an emotion that ia sometimes elicited by peculiar cir-
cumstances, which has not, as yet, been alluded to by the most
radical and profound metaphysicians. This mental phenomanon
has been ignored by the whole school of those wonderful ideal-
ists whose speculations and researches have penetrated deeply
into the philosophy of the human mind ; who have exhibited,
for our admiration, the most noble attributes of human charac-
ter, the most beautiful traits of the human heart, and the most
complex and intricate impulses and sensations interwoven with
the mysterious net-work of the human soul.

This emotion has escaped the graphio pen of the deeply met-
aphysical Victor Hugo, and Bulver Lytton—the philosophical
Shakespear, and Goethe, and the scathing researches of Rosseau
and Carlisle.

Madam de Stael speaks of an emotion that she can not com-
prehend ; and, therefore, does not attempt to describe, or to
alude to its causes; its peculiarities, its phenomena or concomi-
tants. What the emotion she mentions may be, she leaves her
readers to guess. It may be the one above aluded to.

‘While this emotion lies deeply hidden in the human heart,
the slightest circumstance or the most trifling incident may
awaken it. When once aroused, it is never obliterated from the
memory, and he who experiences it, decomes at once, a mew
being, through the development of a new knowledge of himself.

A word, an intonation, an expression, that trace which a mel-
ancholy thougbt casts upon the beaming countenance, like a
cloud in the bright blue of the sunny sky, even an odor may
evolve this emotion from its latent home in the soul, and impel
it to traverse its chambers until the heart strings quiver under
its power.

This emotion i8 nearly allied to anguish; it is born with a
pang, and is related to pity, and yet the pang of suffering which
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gives it birth, is mingled with a deep, a pure and an exquisite
pleasure.

This mysterious emotion can not be described. To know it,
it must be felt and suffered, and without comprehending it,
even then. It leaps, unsought and unbidden into life, and, like
the lightning fiash, turns and scatters its ineffaceable traces along
the soul.

It is barely possible that the incidents of the.following tale
may bring the minds of the uninitiated to an obtuse realization
of some of the phenomena of this wonderful and mysterious
mantal sensation, while it may serve to revive in many a breast
a painful sense of what, in some other form, has been a dweller
within the bosom where that heart beats.

Oh! this mysterious inspiration of a clay form—this wonderful
combination of divinity and gross matter which we ecall man !
Would that we could comprehend it in its proneness to sink,
and in its aspiration to soar! Would that we could analize it in
the simplicity and dependency of its origin, the greatness and
grandeur of its destiny, and the majesty and sublimity of its
Godhead ? Would that we could, in the philosophy of life, sift
out the bitter fruits, and preserve only the lovely flowers of our
nature, mingle them with the fountains of pure thought, and
lay them, as a sacred oﬂ'ermg, on the shrine erected to our own
divinity |

One fine morning in May, in tle year 17 Edward Wilson
entered his banking house, No. 137 street, in the city of
Baltimore. He bowed to one or two of the dozen clerks and
tellers as he passed through the business office to the counting
room, where he seated himself at a table with his back towards
the door through which he entered.

Mr. Wilson was a millionaire. He was a man who had passed
the meridian of life, but his clear eye, fine head and full athletic
physique, gave evidence of the regularity of life and good habits
which bad endowed him with a healthful and almost youthful form
and activity combined with the staid dignity and thoughtful ex-
pression peculiar to the maturity of old age.

Mr. Wilson sat alone in his private room, and soon became




TRUB WEALTH. 29

absorbed in deep thought. He did not observe the flitting
shadow, that for a moment, and a moment only, fell across the
threshold of the door through which he had entered the room.
Nor, did he bear the slight rustle of the silk attire that draped
the beautiful form, that, like an unseen angel. was softly stealing
on tip-toe behind his chair. Alas! those lovely flowers! whydo
they fade? Behind the office chair of Mr. Wilson, stood this
fair young creature tremulously. The light of youth flashed
from her blue eyes; the vigor of health bloomed upon her
cheek ; her rich blonde ringlets sparkled and glistened in soft
profusion as they fell like a silvery flood over her neck and
shoulders; a mischievous smile played over her countenance;
one white hand was raised gracefully towards her face, the del-
icate fore finger of which was directed towards her lips, as if to
supprees a burst of merriment, that, like flitting lightning in a
glowing summer evening clound, flashed, darted, and struggled
over her brilliant face for utterance.

“ Why Eda ?” said Mr. Wilson, suddenly looking up in sur-
prise, as his daughter clasped her arms around his neck and met
his upturned face with a kiss.

“ My dear Papa, I thought I would surprise you, as it is your
birth day;"” returned Eda, laughing merrily.

“True, my child, this morning I enter upon my fifty-first year;
How time flies ?” returned the father.

“'To me,” replied Eda, “it appears to creep.”

“Yes, continued Mr. Wilson.” to the young, hours seem days ;
days lengthen into months, and months into years; but we, who
stand on the hither gide of lifes’ rubicon, and look back to the
thither side, where youstand, see years and months fore shortened
into days and hours. To the young, time lengthens into an al--
most interminable perspective, while, to the quickened vision of
the aged, its linked chain flits swiftly into the past. The stones
which Ducalion and Pyrolia threw behind them in the valley,
changed into living forms, for they were repopulating a desolated
world ; but the hopes that the aged have put behind them,
crumble into dust and ashes, for theyfeel themselves but the
shattered remnants of a decaying world.”
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“You naughty Papa, why should you, on this happy morning,
permit your thoughts to follow in such a melancholy channel
asked Kda, as the smile passed from' her countenance, which as-
sumed a momentary expression of sadness.

“ My thoughts, my dear Eda,” returned the father, are not
melancholy, but simply earnest in their general tone. The
young are too apt to interpret all that is not vivacious and buoy-
ant, in the aged, into shadowy melancholy. The young know
no middle-ground between merriment and sadnesss—no softly
toned expanee of shadowy tempered light, between joy and sor-
row-mirthjand grief. The joys of the young are brilliant, and fit
ful outbursts of silvery light and sparkling impulse ; those of the
aged are rich, steady and golden in their chaste uniformity. The
sorrows of the young, are as impulsive, gushing and overwhelm-
ing in their turbulence, as their joys are light, elevating and ev-
enescent. The sorrow of the aged are calm, reasonable and
philosophical, and rendered tolerable by metaphysical analysis
and thoughtful ratiocination. _

“ As I remembered that the days, months and years of half a
century have passed over my head, many reminiscences, some
sweet, some Dbitter, aye, bitter as wormwood, were recalled;
with them shadowy forms flittered across my memory, and I
asked my own soul a question fraught with a deep meaning.
If the thought that followed, in answer to that question, impar-
ted a solemnity to my manner or words, or to the intonation of
my voice, it was not because that thought was a melancholy
one, for, I assure you, that, at most, it was solemnly earnest, fol-
lowed by a crowd of touching deductions and recollections.”

“ Then, pray tell me,” said Eda, “ what that enquiring thought
was, and what ensuing reflections caused that expression of anx-
ious supplication to rest, for a moment, upon your countenance?”

“I would speak of it to you, my dear Eda,” said Mr. Wilson,
“if I could believe that one so young and buoyant could profit
by the lessons while my reflections so impressively teach my
own soul.” )

“Why, ” replied the daughter,“Iam not so very young; I

N

. am a woman, a great big woman now;” and, proudly elevating
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her tall and graceful figure to its uttermost height, continued
with a cheerful langh—

“Look Papa, where will you find a blgger woman than your
little pet Eda ?”

“Ah! my little pet,” said the father, srmlmg “it is not the
outward form, however perfect and beautiful, that makes the
woman. The interior thought must be sanctified, by a baptism
albeit in sorrow and tears. This baptism, while it purifies and
exalts the squl, also developes and perfects true womanhood,
and points to its high and legitimate aims, its graceful attributes
and functions, and the pure sublimity of its ultimate destiny.

“There is 8 mental transition from girlhood to womanhood,
which you have not experienced. The girl stands in a beautiful
and ffowery plain of morning life, impulsive with energy and in-
quiring speculation. She sees sparkling waters, flowry laby-
rinths and winding pathways around her; shaded avenues
stretch out before her; mossy banks, lit up by warm sun light,
rise, and swell, and fade away, across blue waters, in the far and
dim distance. She gazes, wrapped in wonder, indefinate sensa-
tions and pointless aspirations. At most, as she stands and
wonders, she longs {0 mingle with, and becomes a part of the
beaunties that surround her, but, in what particular manner, she
is indifferent, so that she may only become a conspicuous por-
tion of the beautiful aggregations around her. But, when she
has passed from that condition of pointless speculation and
wonder that clings to nothing it reaches—that gathers noth-
ing from its ramblings, and in her interior thought, feels herself
a woman, her objects in life cease to be conditional and specula-
tive; her purposes become fixed and certain; her aims become
definite; she ceases to act from impulse, and commences to act
from principle and a high sense of duty. She advances from
the flowry plane of sensitive girlhood, and, with earnest thought,
and sincere motives, enters upon the performance of her partin
the great drama of life. Her part in this great performanc, she
readily recognizes. She is no longer in doubt as to her relations
with mankind. She passes, a8 it were, by a second birth, to a
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knowledge of herself. Then she is a woman. She has ceased
to be a girl.”

% The difference between a girl and a woman is gimply this.
The girl knows that she is the creature of a thousand wants and
necessities ; but, ehe neither knows what she is, in her own self-
hood, nor the nature and character of those wants and necessi-
ties. The woman knows herself—she knows she is a woman,
and, as a woman, feels the weight of the responsibilities, which
this knowledge imposes upon her, and daily increases and mul-
tiplies ; she gives rational direction to her conduot as her duties
multiply, and, as her knowledge enlarges and increases, for,
wisdom and duty, like twin sisters of the soul, go hand in hand.
Within the sanctuary of her own interior nature, she erects a
shrine where she may retire and consult the oracle of her own
spirit at a sanctified altar. This change—this transition must
spring from within ; it must spring from the interior and inher-
ent forces of that spirit to which that sacred altar is erected and
dedicated, in the same manner, that the interior energies of the
bud unfolds and developes the petals of the perfect flower.”

“Very well ;" said Eda, “I see plainly enough that I am not
yet a woman, for I confess I do not understand what you have
been telling me. Life, to me, only appears to be a splendid
garden of flowers, and well shorn lawns, prepared on purpose
for us women, or, if you will persist in calling me a girl, then,
for us big girls to be happy in—a place where we may make
merry and play grace hoops and croquett with time and fate.
You have told me many things, except the particular thing I
begged you to tell, and which I was most anxious to know;
your particular question to yourself, and its mysterious answer
Come now, tell me.”

“ Eda, I will,” replied Mr. Wilson.

“That's a dear Papa. I am all attention,” said Eda, leaning.
backwards gracefully and easily in her chair.

(To be Continued.)
—

Trr GraNp Commanpery of Michigan, held its Annual Con-
clave at Detroit, commencing on the 1st of Junelast. We shall
endeavor to give an outline of its proceedings in our next number.



MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT. 33

fltckigen Pepurtment.

THE MICHIGAN FREEMASON.

‘We herewith present to the Brotherhood in the Peninsular
State, a New Masonic Journal which we intend to make the
special Organ of Freemasonry in this Grand Jurisdiction. It is
with the entire approval of the Grand Master and other leading
Masons of the State, that we enter upon this enterprise ; indeed
it is by earnest solicitation of Brothers, in whose judgment we
reposed great confidence, that we commence the enterprise at
all. We have the pledge of co-operation on their part, and by
a cheerful support and liberal patronage on the part of the
brotherhood, we shall soon be placed on a permanent basis.

Our pages will be the medium through which the Grand Master
will publish the most important parts of his Official Correspon-
dence, and such of his Decisions as he may think proper to lay
before the public. Here too our brethren will have an appropri-
ate place in which to publish, and preserve in good form for
binding, their best thoughts on Masonry, and here will be found
a pure literature for the families of Masons. In a word, the pub-
lishers hope to present the Masons of Michigan just such a
Journal as they will delight to patronize.

As our enterprise is in its infancy, the Magazine will show
much of the weakness and imperfection of all early existence.
Future numbers will put on a better appearance. Brethren,
give us your patronage and we will endeavor to merit your con-
fidence.

PusLIsHERs.
. %
Too Lare.—~We regret the late receipt of the Grand Master’s
Judicial Decisions and Replies to Correspondents. They came
too late for this number, but will appear in our next, and will
make an important feature in that number.
5 '
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CORRESPONDENCE.

It is our intention to make a thorough canvass of the State
in behalf of our Publication; and as we visit the various Lodg-
es, it will be a pleasing task to jot down our thoughts, and ve-
port the condition and progress of Masonry in Michigan. The
many courtesies we receive at the hands of our true and ever
faithfal Brotherhood, may thusbe acknowledged, as also their
aid in procuring subscribers to the Michigan Freemason. And,
as we have commenced this enterprise in hope of bemefiting
the Brotherhood, especially in Michigan, it is pleasing to be
assured by them, as we are, in every place visited, that we have
their sympathy, and shall have their “ material aid.”

‘We have commenced our work, and give the following brief
synopsis of the first trip out among the Lodges. Our first call
was at Kalamazoo, where there are two Lodges, a Chapter,
Council, Commandery, and Consistory of  Scottish Rites” Ma-
sonry, each having a large and enterprising membership, and all
in a very prosperous condition. They have a splendid new
Temple magnificently constructed, and beautifully adorned and
finished en fresco; with rich and elegant farniture, making, on
the whole, one of the finest Masonic edifices in our State. Too
much praise cannot be bestowed on those, who, by their energy,
perseverance and skill, have accomplished this great work.

At Three Rivers they have a fine Lodge Room well furnish-
ed, and a large membership, from whom I received very cour-
teous treatment, and a large subscription.

Bro. Thomas Green, W. M. here, had the sad misfortune,
some two years since, to loose hig right arm; and I was some-
what surprised, on entering the Lodge, to find a one armed
Brother presiding, and about to confer the first degree; but it
was not long ere I was both pleased and astonished at his skill
in Masonry, and knowledge of the Ritual; in fact, he fills his
official position with credit to himself, and honor to the Frater-
nity, and that too, with but one arm.

Constantine is the home of our esteemed Brother, the Hon.
8. C. Coffinbury. And a very beautiful village it is too, with

~
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the St. Jo. River runing nearly directly through its centre. The
Craft have a large Lodge here, with Bro. D. E. Wilson at the
helm, and under whose management it is prospering finely.

At White Pigeon, I met Dr. R, A. Green, W. M., from whom
I received many encouragments. His Lodge is working harmo-
niously, and has a large membership.

Sturgis is a rapidly growing village, with a population, at
present, of about three thousand inhabitants. They have a
Lodge, Chapter, Council, and Commandery. I am indebted to
Bro. W. M. S. Valentine, Bro. A. Dart, and others, for favors
shown me while sojourning there.

Burr Oak is a thriving little village, and has a fine Lodge.

Bronson is located on a Prairie, which is rather flat and mud-
dy in certain seasons of the year, yet withal, there is a good
Lodge and Chapter there, and many zealous and enterprising
Masons.

Istayed at Coldwater several days,and formed many pleasant

acquaintances. It is a pleasant little city, numbering some seven
thousand inhabitants. The Craft have a fine Masonic Hall, con-
veniently arranged, and tastfully farnished. They have two M.
M. Lodges, (one U. D.,) a Chapter, Council, and Commandery;
and if I may be allowed to judge, they are doing “good and
true work.” Bro. T. 8. Dorsey, W. M., and others, will please
acoept my thanks for the fraternal favors I received at their
hands.
. Quincy is a small, but pleasant village, six miles east of
Coldwater. It can compete with any of its sister villages or
cities, in regard to the number of zealous, reading Masons. They
manifested a good deal of interest for onr new enterprise, and
came up squarely to the call for support.

Allen’s Prairie has a young Lodge, composed of “good men,
and true,” who are endeavoring to erect their Masonic edifice
agreeable to the designs drawn on our great “moral and Mason-
ic trestle board.”

Our Brethren at Jonesville lost by fire, some two years ago,
their Lodge room, furniture, and archives, but they set to work
undaunted, and have built a new Hall, it being in the third story
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of a fine brick block, which, taken altogether, is the finest in the
place, and will compare favorably with any in the State. Sym-
bolical and Capitular Masonry are here taught in due and ancient
form. Brother C. A. Spalding, W. M., is & young man of fine
attainments, and is an energetic Mason ; and I have no doubt asto
the present, as well as the future prosperity of the Lodge, under
his able management.

Hillsdale is rightly named, as it i8 built on the “ tops of high
hills, and in low vales,” which naturally suggests the name it
bears. It is one of the most sightly and pleasant little cities in
the State, and is justly celebrated for its fine Institutions of
learning, and the home of wealth and refinement. Our order
here has two Lodges, a Chapter, a Council, and a Commandery;
and I was pleased to learn from conversation had with the
several prominent Brethren that I met here, that they are all
progressing finely, and are in a flourishing condition. Sir J. H.
Armstrong, Grand Commander of the State, resides here, and
I found him to be a corteous gentleman, and zealous Mason,

I must now close this desultory letter, for I fear it has already
encroached on the space in our first number, thatshould be al-
lotted to more valuable and interesting contributions.

T.R.

—_——————

TABLE TALK.

BY GATTFRIED.

No. I.

There are nearly twenty thousand Masons in Michigan. There
are about ten thousand dollars paid anually, by these few Ma-
sons, for Masonic periodicals; and, I might say, with very little
bencfit to Masonry in this State. We must have a local month-
ly paper, through which to learn what is transpiring in our own
State, at onr Masounic Altars. Notwithstanding we pay our
money, and read foreign Masonic papers, we get no “tidings
from the workmen” on the walls of our own moral edifice. We
hear what happens in every little country Lodge in Ohio, New
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York, Iowa, and Illinois. This is of very little interest to us.
‘We must have a local periodical, if we wish to know what is
going on at home.

Let each one who takes a foreign Masonic paper, subscribe
for the Michigan Freemason, and let those who can not afford
to pay for two, drop the foreign one at the end of the year, and
support ourown. Let every one who does not take a foreign
one, subscribe for ours, for, while it may not be a Masonic duty
to support every Masonic paper that sues for our favor,; (and
every one knows that there are some that are unworthy of sup-
port, and are almost forced upon their subscribers through the
argument that it is the duty of a Mason to help the Brother
Editor along, by paying an exhorbitant price for a very cheap pa-
per,) yet, it becomes eminently our duty, as Masons, to support
Masonry in our own State ; and, as a means of doing so, to sup-
port a Masonio periodical at home, and, by our sapport, to make
it what it should be, and give it at last a respectable rank with
other like papers.

“ Ah,” said Barney Hagerman, as we sat at tea last evening.
“Ah" I understand, we are to have a Masonic monthly periodi-
cal in Michigan !”

“Yes,” I replied. “But why are you interested in a Masonio
paper, inasmuch as you are not a Mason ?”

“No, I am not a Mason, nor do I ever expect to be, yet I
want to read a Masonic paper. Ilike to keep "pace with the
movements of the mystic order; and, if it is as ably conducted as
was the Ashlar, I do not want to miss a number of it. I have
every number of the Ashlar bound, and I do not know why it
is, but I fanoy that your Masonic literature is marked by a piqu-
ancy, on account of its allegorical nature, and a purity on acount
of ite high morality, that entitles it to a place in every library,
and commends it to the consideration of every reader of taste, as
lofty and chaste. I shall!subscribe for it, and, if among the
eighteen or twenty thousand Masons in Michigan, the paper
does not secure ten thousand subscribers, I shall say you Masons
do not do your duty.”



88 . MICHIGAN CENTRAL RAILROAD.—RXCHANGES.

Such was the remark, and such the opinion of Barney Hager-
man, and Barney Hagerman is a very sincere man.

I felt rebuked, for I knew several brethren who refused to
subscribe for the Michigan Freemason ; they said they had to
take 80 many Masonic papers, that they could not afford to take
another, and I feared that a sustaining list of subscribers could
not be obtained among our twenty thousand brethren. But,
upon reflection, I came to the conclusion, before I dismissed the
subject from my mind, that, among our great number of intelli-
gent members, a home periodical will never lack support in
Michigan.

‘We owe it to ourselves not to bring the order under Barney
Hagerman’s reprehension, for Barney Hagerman is a very wise
man, and a very just man. 'We must support our own paper, if
we are obliged to discontinue some other one, to enable us to
do so. Let us do our duty, as marked out and appointed by
Barney Hagerman, for Barney Hagerman is a very influential
man; and it would be a great pity if our beloved order should
fall under the censure of Barney Hagerman, for Barney Hager-
man is a very good man.

At Mt. Pulaski, Ills., the German Lutheran Minister recently
endeavored to carry out the decree of the Synod, and exclude
Masons from the Communion. The result was, that the Mason-
ic members rented another place of worship, and opened relig-
ious service, where they were soon joined by the larger and
more respectable part of the Church, and their society has be-
come strong, while the remnant left at the old parish has become
8o weakened that they have had to suspend services, and the good
old anti-masonic pastor is without an occupation. He delivered
his “ farewell sermon” to a small audience, Sunday, May 16th.
So will it ever be, when Ministera commence active hostilities
against our benevolent Order.

We send The Michigan Freemason to all the W. M. in this
State, hoping for their co-operation in raising clubs. We hope
for generous returns within the next month, so that we may
know how large an edition to print. Now is the time to aid us.
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MicaieaN Centran Ramwroap.—This popular route, always up
to the times in improvements and conveniences, looking to the
comfort of the traveling public, has recently adopted Miller's
New Coupling and Buffer, which entirely doesaway with all un-
pleasant jerking of the cars in starting the train. With Ruttan's
Ventilators, Myer's Safety Break, and its 12 wheel coaches, gen-
tlemanly conductors, and rapid time, this favorite route com-
ends itself above all others to those traveling east.—See adver-
tisement on cover.

Excnanazs.—We are under lasting obligations to the publish-
ers of the Masonic Monthly, Freemason’s Monthly Magazine, Trow-
el, Mystic Star, Masonic Record, New York Dispatch, Prairie
Farmer, and some others not now remembered, for the courtesy
of sending their journals to us in advance of our time of publi-
cation. We will endeavor to reciprocate these ﬁxvors when
opportunity shall offer..

BOOKS RECEIVED.

“ W asstiNaToN AND Hi1s Masonic Comprers,” By Sidney Hayden,
Past Master of Amity Lodge, No. 70, Pennsylvania ; Illustra-
ted with a Masonic Portrait of Washington, painted from life,
never before published ; and numerous other engravings.

New York: Masonic Publishing and Manufacturing Co., 432
Broome St., 1869. Price, 82,50, cloth edition. Morococo, full

gilt, $5,00

- Tar Mystic Circr, and American Hand-book of Masonry ;
Containing a brief history of Freemasonry in Europe and Ameri-
ca; Symbolic Chart; The Old Charges; Anderson’s Constitu-
tions; Constitutional Rules; Resolutions; Decisions of Grand
"Lodges and Enlightened Masons on Question liable to arise in
subordinate Lodges; A Code of By-Laws for subordinate
Lodges; Instructions and Suggestions for Secretaries, &c.
By George H. Gray, Sen. A new edition, Cincinnati, R. W.
Carroll & Co., Publishers, pp 546. Price, cloth, $2,00.
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It is said the first Masonic periodical ever published was is-
sued at Liepsic, in 1738. It was entitled “ Der Freymaures,”
The Freemason.

In the Masonic Asylum for the aged and decayed Freemasons,
in England, four hundred and eighty-four persons have received
relief since 1842, to the amount of $140,000. In the Widow's
Home, one hundred and nine were relieved within the same pe-
riod, at a cost of $55,000. Is true religion opposed to such
works of charity ?

The Keystone looks upon Repord’s History or FREEMASONRY a8
a dangerous book. It is infidel in its character. We understand
that it has been largely sold in the west.

There are reported to be 1255 Lodges working under the
jurisdiction of the Grand L.odge of England; 370 R. A. Chap-
ters attached to Lodges; 180 Templar Encampments; 101
Mark Lodges; 29 Rose Croix Chapters, and 14 Red Cross Con-
claves.

At the annual Conclave of the Grand Commandery of Knight
Templars of Indiana, which met April 7th, 1869, Charters were
ordered to be issued to Commanderies at-Muncie, Aurora, Ken-
dalville and Vincennes. '

The Baptist Church at Clarinda, Iowa, has “renounced all
fellowship with Freemasonry and its adherents.” Who cares?

The Masonic Hall at Worthington, Ohio, was recently entered
by burglars, who took the jewels of the Chapter and Lodge.
Brethren are requested to be on the lookout for the rascals who
perpetrated the dastardly deed.

Cherokee Lodge No. 66, of Rome, Ga., undertakes the edu-
cation ot all the orphan children of Masons within its jurisdic-
tion. It already has charge of twenty, and will soon have as
many more. That is Masonic CaaRITY.
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AN ADDRESS.

The following Address was delivered by Hon. Henry M. Look, R. W.
Grand Visitor and Lecturer of F. & A. M. of Michigan: K. T.:
upon the Festival of St. John the Baptist, June 24, A. L., 5869,
a¢ Holly, Mich.

MosT WORSHIPPUL GRAND MASTER AND BRETHREN :

It is one of the beautifal legends of our Order, that in ancient
times our brethren met in quiet valleys, or upon the mountain tops,
and erecting there their altars, performed their mystic rites with only
the Creator’s handiwork for their furniture, and the luminaries of
heaven for their light. In conformity to their traditional example, we
to-day assemble, not in some crowded temple of man’s building, nor in
the city’s dusty street, where the sweet breath of nature cannot come,
but here in God’s green forest, amid columns that no mortal architect
ocould rear, and whose decorations no mortal hand could weave, under
a ceiling spanned by the firmament and frescoed with summer clouds,
where we may look as it were into the very countenance of the Great
Father, and feel upon our brows the fanning of the wings of His

‘We are come hither to exchange fraternal greetings, to indulge
in happy memories, to bestow homage upon illustrious names, and to
testify our devotion to the sublime principles of the most ancient and
honorable Order upon earth.

Your presence, your numbers, the language of your lips and the
Light of your faces, all bespeak the enthusiasm that moves you.

*
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I see here the young Craftsman, wearing the lamb-skin with
exultation, and filled with the noble zeal that characterizes early man-
hood. I see the Mason of middle age, to whom years of labor and
earnest study bave given a more thoughtful bearing, and upon whose
strong shoulders rest the dignities and responsibilities of the craft.
And not these alone: I ses here also, bowed by time, yet sustained
by a blessed hope, some aged workmen, who have borne the heat and
burden of the day, and who now, amid the halo of life’s setting sun,
are just ready to receive the promised wages from the hand of the
Great Master. Some of them have suffered persecution from the
enemies of truth, and have been buffeted, bound and cast into
prison for conscience sake; yet have they endured unto the end. Not
one has faltered, not one has turned to reprobation, not one has denied
the faith | and now, as they go toiling meekly up the asecent that leads
to the Southern Gate, each with his work for inspection, their snowy
locks are like crowns of glory!

As we pause together to-day, a mighty brotherhood, and look
backward through the long vista of ages, the spirit stirs like a harp.
string that is touched to the music of some old song. Would that I
had the eloquence to paint in words the picture of the past as it glows
in the camera of the mind to-day! 'What shadows rise, what forms
appear, what events are re-enacted ; aye, how is our whole glorious
history rolled back upon the soul of every true Mason !

Then send the memory, winged with imagination, forth upon its
errand at this moment, and listen, as every good man ought at times,
to the enchanting story that it brings. Behold our brethren, at the
distance of hundreds or thousands of years, toiling not merely to
erect the temples of the east, or the cathedral piles of Europe, but
also laying in eternal strength the foundations of truth upon which is
reared that spiritual temple whose God is the Lord of Hosts, and whose
light is the revelation from on high. Listen with an attentive ear,
and you shall hear the sounding of their gavels in the ancient quar-
ries, the ringing of their trowels along the walls, and the echoing of
their voices as they call one to another from the towers of the great
temples. Bend still closer, and as they kneel at their devotion, you
shall hear upon their lips, not the names of a hundred heathen deities,
but the ineffable name of Him whose prophets

“To Judah's harp attuned
Burdens which made the pagan mountains shake
And Zion's cedars bow—"
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the name of the One God—JxrOVAR. From then until this hour
there has been in their devotions no other name, upon their altars no
other worship. To that sublime conoeption of the eternal existence
and unity of the Godhead, I point this day as the grand central
thought around which revolves the vast system of Freemasonry
throughout the world. The Masonic fathers, by the exercise of a
refined intelligence, read from a volume of grandeur and beauty which
the barbarian could not comprehend. Not from the written revelation
alone, but fram the wide and ever-unfolding revelations of Nature,
“ Whose garments were the clouds;

‘Whose organ-choir, the voice of many waters ;

‘Whose warriors, mighty winds; whose lovers, flowers ;

‘Whose orators, the thunderbolts of God ;

Whose palaces, the everlasting hills ;»
they drew the lesson of a great First Cause, and embodied its beauti-
ful teachings in that ritual the very words of which we have learned
to love. Thus were they moral as well as material builders ; and their
moral work was greater.than their material by just so much as the
spiritual is greater than the temporal, mind greater than matter, etern-
ity greater than time.

I have alluded to their devotion to architecture, for they worked
in operative as well as in speculative Masonry. Come then, and let
us compass the great cities of old, and draw from their works of beauty
and perfection such lessons of wisdom as we may.

It has been said that the spirit of an age is embodied in its arch-
itecture. In the simple unhewn altar, which appears amidst the faint
dawnings of primeval civilisation, we trace the early development of
buman intelligence, and recognize the pervading genius of religion,
It bespeaks ingenuity, faith, ambition. The altars of soripture, the
Celtic Dolmens, the Cromlechs, and the Tumuli of the western savages,
all are symbols of pristine faith. Every people, in every age, has
reared its symbolic monuments, revealing its conception of the Infin-
nite, save only the ancient Persians, who worshipped without altar or
temple, and whose faith was the purest system of unrevealed religion
the world has ever seen. It was by this mute yet striking expression
of ideas that the various systems of architecture originated. The
temples of Isis and Osiris, by their colossal size, typify vast concep-
tions ; the Parthenon at Athens, over whose faultless magnificence
presided Minerva, befitted well the seat of classic art ; while the Pan-
theon at Rome, “shrine of all saints and altar of all gods,” symhol-
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ized but too broadly the lust and power of the imperial city. By thus
tracing the various epochs of human advancement, we discover the
progress of architecture from the earliest and rudest structures to the
more perfected styles—from the simple mound or cairn of the savage,
to the imposing orders of enlightened generations.

But among all ancient monuments we must reckon as the chief,
the Temple of Solomon ; a true type, in its massive splendor, of a
higher and purer belief, and expressive, by the spirit in which it was
erected, of that spiritual worship which was afterwards to be so sub-
limely perfected by the Son of Mary. Travelers inform us that if we
g0 now to Jerusalem, and stand upon Mount Moriah, not a trace of
the gorgeous temple which was erected in the reign of our first Most
Excellent Grand Master can be seen, except a few massive stones of
the wall of the outer court, which now help to form the barrier within
which the Mosque of Omar stands. But if we descend beneath the
surface of the earth, we enter the very quarries where the stones for
the temple were hewn, squared and numbered before they were raised,
and find there not only portions of unfinishid work, but even traces of
the tools and machinery by which the stones were fashioned and after-
" wards raised to the surface. If we go to the forests of Lebanon, we
find the ways cut in the rocks, down which the timbers were conveyed to
the sea. In those rocky pathways the dust and mosses of almost three
thousand years have gathered, and strong cedars are now standing ;
yet there, carved in the face of the mountains, is the clear evidence
of the toilof our first brethren. At Jerusalem, at Joppa, at Tyre
and in the mountains of Lebanon, we find the foot prints of those who
aided in building the house of the Lord.

Slowly the work went forward. Day by day, month by month,
year by year the glorious structure advanced ; not with the sound of
hammers and the clang of machinery, but silently, peacefully,

“ Like some tall palm the noisless fabric grew,”
and at last, after seven years of pafient labor, its roofs and pinnacles
of beaten gold flashed like a regal orown upon Moriah’s brow, and the
unclouded sunlight of Palestine fell like the smile of God upon the
accomplished work. °

Then assembled for its dedication the three Grand Masters, the
three thousand three hundred Overseers, the eighty thousand Fellow
Crafts, the seventy thousand Entered .Apprehtioes, and all the chosen
Priesthood and people of Isracl. As the Most Excellent Grand Mas-
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ter appeared, clad in the vestments of his high office, he stretched
forth his hands to heaven, and uttered that sublime and touching
prayer—* Harken Thou to the supplication of Thy servant, and of
Thy people Israel, when they shall pray in this place ; and hear Thou
in heaven Thy dwelling place, and when Thou hearest, forgive.”
‘What must have been the awful majesty of that hour, when, at the
ascending of the last words of the earnest prayer, “ the fire came down
from heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices ; and
the glory of the Lord filled the house!” and all the people, bowing
with their faces to the pavement, worshipped and praised the Lord,
saying, “ For he is good ; for His mercy endureth forever.”

This was the first grand assemblage of Masons. It would be a
pleasing task, did time and occasion permit, to detail, step by step,
the unobtrusive yet wonderful career of our ancient Order from the
completion of the Temple to the present time.  All along the stormy
pathway of history we see glimpses of

“That hieroglyphio bright
Which none but Craftsmen ever saw.”

To the uninitiated, the Masonic record must of necessity appear almost
a blank ; but to the mind of the intelligent Mason its lines are laid in
light, and ite evidences shine forth clear and undimmed as the Sheki-
nah from between the Cherubim. As the scientist reads in the rock
the history of the antediluvian world, and as the trained warrior traces
upon the trodden herbage the foot-prints of his fellows, so the skillful
Mason discerns in sign and in symbol, in tenet and in token, in word
and in legend, the landmarks of a venerable antiquity.

8hortly subsequent to the completion of the temple the great
body of operative Masons dispersed, and travelling into other coun-
tries, continued both the operative and speculative branches of their
profesgion; for it must be remembered that originally a sufficient
number of brethren, meeting together anywhere, were empowered to
practice all the rites of Masonry, without any charter or warrant of
constitution ; the central organisations known as Grand Lodges beigg
of much later origin. Always and everywhere the Fraternity consti®
tuted a perfectly organized craft or guild, the laws of which were a
protecting shield to every member. All history anterior to the inven-
tion of printing is necessarily more or less indistinot, yet all through
the middle ages we see the M@sonic Order exerting a wonderful influ-
ence throughout Europe. We see it taking almost sole direction of
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architecture, and in great part of general science. More than any
other influence, it prepared the mind of continental Europe for that
astonishing moral and intellectual revival of which the invention of
printing was both a result and a mighty agent.

It is to the Masonic Fraternity that the world is indebted for those
specimens of architectural grandeur and perfeotion which were reared
throughout Europe from the fifth to the eighteenth centuries, and
which are scattered from the Baltic to the Mediterranean, and from
the Orkneys to the Bosphorus,—beautiful relics of a refined and ele-
vated taste. There are some models of excellence there which I must
not pass unnoticed.

The Cathedral of Strashourg, said to be the most perfeot speci-
men of Gothic architecture in the world, was founded in A. D., 504.
Its chief architect was first Grand Master of the Grand Lodge which
resulted from the consolidation of the German lodges. Its spire, s
faultless model of airy lightness and beauty, rises 466 feet above the
pavement; being the loftiest artificial structure on the globe except
the Pyramid of Cheops, and 33 feet higher than 8t. Peter's at Rome.
After the lapse of 1360 years it stands almost as perfect as at the day
of its completion.

The Cathedral of St. Stephen, at Vienna, another specimen of
pure Gothic style, was founded in 1359, and completed in 1480. For
oenturies its magnificent sculptures and paintings have been the won-
der and admiration of the world, and a model to the artists of all
nations. Its southern tower, as though striving to touch the very
threshold of heaven, lifts its graceful proportions 449 feet into the air.

But it is with the history and the architecture of Great Britain,
the honored progenitor of American Freemasonry, and the fountain
from whence flows the blood of our race, and the spirit of our free in-

.stitutions, that we are most familiar. Whatever may have been the
errors of her civil administration, or the crimes of her statesmen, I turn
towards her to-day with a warm and filial affection, and fervently bless

for that glorious heritage which, as American Freemasons, we have
received from her hands. I love to review her history, to think of
her great names and her great achievements, and ponder the profound
lessons tanght by the boldness of her people and the indomitable spirit

. of her civilisation. As an integral of that history, as inseparably

identified with that civilization, stands the mighty and time-honored
brotherhood of ancient Free and Accepted Masons. Let us open the

&
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volume of her records; let us muse for a moment within her solemn
temples, and by her sacred altars.
The Masons of England were for the first time convened in gen-
eral assembly at York, A. D., 926, by Prince Edwin, the brother of
King Ethelstan. The Order kept full pace with the advance of civil-
isation throughout the realm. After the establishment of the Grand
Lodge of England, the king, if he were a Mason, was always Grand
Master ; if otherwise, the Grand Lodge elected its Master. The first
grand assembly of Scotland, was at the founding of the famous abbey
of Kilwinning, in Cunningham, in 1140, where the sessions of the
Grand Lodge of Sootland were afterwards held at irregular intervals,
with William 8t. Clair, earl of Orkney and baron of Roslin, as Grand
Master, and in whose heirs was the right of succession. Ireland became
s separate Masonic jurisdiction in 1729, when a Grand Lodge was
formed at Dublin, with the earl of Kingston as first Grand Master.
Previous to this the lodges of Ireland had been under the jurisdiction
of the Grand Lodge of England.
The desperate struggle between Henry Tudor, then the Earl of
Richmond, and King Richard the Third, terminated in the death of
the Iatter in the battle of Bosworth, and the victor was proclaimed
king of England in 1485, under the title of Henry the Seventh.
During his entire reign King Henry was Grand Master of Masons, and
was a most zealous patron of the order. I allude to his reign more es-
pecially on account of his ardent devotion to operative Masonry. If
you stand in the nave of the renowned Abbey of Westminister, in Lon-
don, and look toward its eastern end, you behold one of the most ex-
quisite pieces of architectural beauty ever designed by man. It is the
celebrated Chapel of King Henry the Seventh, named for the sovereign
by whose tasteful enterprise it was erected, and regarded by the dis-
tinguished Leland as constituting the eighth wonder of the world. On
the 24th of June, 1502, three hundred and sixty-seven years ago this
day, the Grand Lodge of England was convened, and forming in pro-
ecegion, marched under charge of the king in person, to the appointed
place, and laid with apropriate ceremony the corner stone of the edifice
that was to carry down the name of its founder to future generations.
The Eing himself officiated as Grand Master, assisted by the Masonio
wbility of England. Five years afterwards the cape-stone was oele-
beated in ample form by the saime royal artist. Langusge would fail
me were I to attempt a deacription of this gem of classic art, the per-
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fections of which have been so elegantly sketehed by Irving. Within
the precinots of this chapel rest the remains of the sovereigns of Eng-
land from Henry the Seventh to George the Third. Here, too, repose
the ashes of the great Elizabeth, close by the dust of her beauteous
viotim, the unfortunate Mary Queen of Scots. The entire abbey is the
work of our brethren. The first edifice was founded in 1055, under
the reign of Edward the Confessor, and its various extensions were not
oompleted until nearly five hundred years after. Within its walls are
the tombs of the mightiest of England’s dead, and around it doubtless
gathers more of interest and of veneration than around sny other spot
upon earth, exeept the holy city of Jerusalem.

But a name, an edifice and an epoch are crowding forward for
mention, which I could not pass unnoticed if I would. The name is
that of Bir Christopher Wren, the most distingnished workman sinoe
Hiram, king of Tyre ; the edifice is St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, of
which Wren was the architect ; the epoch is the cessation of opera-
tive Ereemasonry, which occurred about the time of the completion
of that edifice. Sir Christopher Wren was born in 1632, entered
‘Windham College in 1646, was knighted in 1674, and elected Grand
Master of the order of Free and Accepted Masons in 1685. In 1675,
by special command of King Charles the Second, he began the new
Cathedral of St. Paul. Fer thirty-five years the work went forward
under his immediate supervision, and when finally, in 1710, the last
stone was laid upon the summit by the hand of his son Chris-
topher, the Craft joined in such a scene of jubilee as merry England
had not seen since the celebration of the cape-stone of the Chapel of
King Henry the Seventh. More than fifty other important structures,
some of them the most famous in the realm, were designed and ocom-
pleted by this eminent artist. At last, with the honors of ninety
years upon his brow, with a soul unstained and a name unsullied, he
laid down the burden of mortality. Then came together from the
uttermost parts of the kingdom the Fraternity over whose councils and
whose labors he had for over thirty years presided, and tearfully,
lovingly laid him down to his final rest ; not in Westminister, among
kings, statesmen, orators and poets,—the honorable of the earth,—
but under the arches of the grand Cathedral of 8t. Paul, the work of
his genius and the monument of his fame, where the mighty dome
should bend loftily over him, and the mellowed light fall dimly about
him ; where the rudest sounds heard should be the murmuring of the
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lips of God’s people in prayer, or the swell of the organ pealing
bosannas to the Highest. Then, when the ritual for the dead was
finished, and the vault closed forever, they traced above his uhes the
inacription so fitting and so elegant, “.S¥ monumentum quaeris, circum-
spice.” Thus indissolubly linked with the history and the architeo-
tare of England, is the happy memory of him whose beautiful works
will be cherished and admired as long as a trace of their existenoe
Freemasonry was originally a combination of operative and spec-
ulative principles, which united the Fraternity in a scientific, moral
and mechanical community ; but early in the eighteenth century the
mechanical or operative branch of the profession began rapidly to
decline, and soon ceased entirely ; and while the ritualistic and sym-
bolie system of the order was preserved intact, and its ethical rules
most strictly maintained, the institution no longer required its initiates
to be either practical workmen, or students of architecture and mathe-
maties. There were several reasons for this decline of the operative
art. By one of those strange revolutions which occasionally occur in
human sentiment, the church-building age had closed. 'The energy,
enterprise and taste of mankind had suddenly broken loose from the
old regime, and entered into new fields, and flowed into new channels.
As long a8 the erection of costly religious edifices had been considered
a pious and soul-saving service by the devotees of the Papacy, the
Holy Bee, then the paramount spiritual and temporal power in Europe
had fostered and protected Freemasonry ; not, as events proved, from
any magnapimous love of the Order, but for the venal purpose of self-
aggrandizement. As the Roman Pontiff saw knowledge increasing,
and the alms-giving and church-building mania ceasing, he sought to
squire a new support for his declining power by Catholicizing Free-
masonry. When he could no longer use operative Masonry for the-
advancement of his temporal reign, he resolved to make speculative
Masonry a mighty moral engine for the perpetuation of his spiritual
apire. To this end he demanded that Masons should make fealty to
Rome a test of initiation. They refused. He demanded of them
their secrets, under pretense that their rites were of heretical tend-
@cy. Again they refused, and glorious and immortal heroes that
tbey were, they told him to h.ts face that the blood of every Free-
mwon should be shed upon-the plains of Europe before a solitary
hodnark of the order should be broken down !  He issued the bulls
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of his vengeance. But the men whose fathers had for twenty-seven
hundred years feared no name but the name of the Eternal, trembled
not bgfore the thunders of the Vatican. With a sublime heroism
which truth alone could inspire, they suffered one of the most unpro-
voked and cruel persecutions that religious tyranny ever inflicted.
They were burned at the stake, they were broken upon the rack,
they were buried alive, they were sawn asunder ; but from amidst the
horrors of death there was not heard one whisper of recantation.
Like the one of old, they surrendered their lives rather than betray
their trust ; and their memory, like his, shall remain fresh in our
hearts forever.

Thus, partly from peaceful and natural, and partly from violent
and vindictive causes, operative Masonry perished ; but from the
blood and ashes of persecution speculative Masonry arose, purified as
by fire, to maintain her ancient faith with undaunted purpose, and to
pursue her holy mission with invincible power. From that day, her
progress has been as rapid and decisive, as it has been peaceful and
beneficent.

In 1729 the Grand Lodge of England granted a charter for the
formation of a lodge at Trenton, New Jersey. This was the first
" Masonic lodge formed in America, and was the one in which the grea¢
and good Benjamin Franklin was made a Mason. The next provin-
cial charter was granted April 30th, 1733, by the Earl of Montague,
then Grand Master of England, for the formation of a lodge at
Boston, Massachusetts, with Henry Price as Provincial Grand Master.
In 1737 the Earl of Darnley, Grand Master of England, granted a
charter to Richard Riggs and his associates for a lodge at New York.
The first lodge of Pennsylvania was chartered by the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts June 24th, 1734, with Benjamin Franklin as its first
master. On the 3d of March, 1772, a commission was issued by the
Earl of Dumfries, of Scotland, appointing Joseph Warren, of Massa-
chusetts, Grand Master of Masons for the Continent of America.
This distinguished citizen and noble hearted Mason, afterwards s
General in the Revolutionary army, fell at the Battle of Bunker Hill,
while bravely fighting for the liberties of his country. At a conven-
tion of lodges held at Williamsburg, June 23d, 1777, General George
Washington was nominated as the first Grand Master for Virginia.
At a later period, Edmund Randolph, Alexander Montgomery, and
the great John Marshall, afterwards Chief Justice of the Supreme
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Court of the United States, were Grand Masters of Virginia. I
make these disconnected references merely to show the origin of the
leading provincial lodges in America, together with a few, though
only a few, of the very eminent leaders of the Order durmg its early
history in this oountry.

In a similar brief and hurried manner, I shall allude to the rise
of the order in Michigan, for your patience would not warrant me
in undertaking details in 80 wide a field. The firet lodge established
in Michigan was Zion Lodge No. 1, of Detroit. It received its
charter from the Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada, in 1794 ;
since which time, with the exception of some years during anti-
Masonic times, it has been in active and harmonious operation. A
few years later Detroit, Oakland and Menominee lodges were organ-
ized. The Grand Lodge of Michigan was originally organized at
Detroit June 28th, 1826, by Brothers Henry J. Hunt, John T. Whit-
ing, Austin E. Wing, Levi Cook, John Garrison, Charles Jackson,
Andrew G. Whitney, Marshall Chapin, Orville Cook, and John
Anderson. This Grand Lodge was incorporated by the Territorial
Legislature in April, 1827. The name of General Lewis Cass, a
name identified not only with the early history of Michigan, but with
the annals of his entire country, was at the head of the list of incor-
porators.  Previous to his emigration to Michigan, Gieneral Cass
assisted in the formation of the first Grand Lodge of Ohio, at Chilli-
oothe, January 8th, 1804, and was the first Deputy Grand Master of
Ohio. This act of incorporation was passed at a time when Masonry
had more open enemies here than at any other period. The anti-
Masonic excitement, amply fed by unprincipled demagogues, had been
fanned into a flame in New York and New England, and for a number
of years not only the Grand Lodge of Michigan, but all subordinate
lodges within its jurisdiction, with one exception, ceased active opera-
tions. Stony Creek Lodge, in Oakland county, was the only lodge in
Michigan that continued its work during the Grand Lodge interreg-
num. But with the sober second thought, reason returned to the peo-
ple, and Masonry revived throughout the country. The reorganisa~
tion of the Grand Lodge followed a preliminary meeting held at Mt.
Clemens, Michigan, in the Winter of 1840. It was considered by
many that & non-user of so many years had worked a forfeiture of the
civil powers of the Grand Lodge, and accordingly a new act of incor-

poration was passed by the Legislature in 1841, from which law our
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present Grand Lodge derives its corporate existence. The present
number of lodges in the State is 257 ; the aggregate membership is
about 20,000 ; and the annual revenues of the Grand Lodge are over
nineteen thousand dollars, and rapidly inoreasing.

But let me turn from historic facts to cardinal principles. It is
said by the religious enthusiast that Masonry is not Religion. True,
she is not, nor does she claim to be. She has never sought to usurp
the seat of divinity, nor to undermine the foundations of the visible
church. She has walked meekly and purely in the pathway of light.
‘While as an organisation she has always patiently submitted to legal
authority, she has paid due reverence to the holy ministrations of
revealed religion. But while Masonry is not a religious order, it is a
social, moral and intellectual order, with the revealed word of God for
its foundation and guide. Masonry publishes no sectarian creed, and
inquires of no man his political or sectarian opinions. She adheres to
fundamental traths, and leaves minor details to the mind and con-
soience of each individual. While she banishes atheism and infidelity
from her temples, she closes her portals against blind and foolish
fanaticism. Men of every sectarian oreed worship together at her
altars, all holding to the supreme belief that there is a God,—that
that God is love ; that He is one, infinite, unchangeable and eternal ;
and that “pure religion before God and the Father is this : to visit
the fatherless and the widow in their affliction, and to keep ourselves
unspotted from the world.” Masonry is not Christianity, for Masonry
was old before Christianity had a being ; but she has ever been the
handmaid of all pure religion. She has been everywhere the pioneer
of civilization, refinement and art. By her matchless works she
taught mankind symmetry and order ; by the example of her moral
perfections she inculcated purity and love. Like John the Baptist—
whose sacred memory we this day celebrate,—she has gone before
Christianity into the wilderness of vice, ignorance and atheism, and
prepared the great highways over which might advance the glorious
chariot of Immanuel. In the calm and sublime dignity of truth she
has appealed to humanity, and she has not appealed in vain. When
ghe was reviled, she reviled not again ; when she was smitten upon
one cheek, she turned the other. The argumests and railings of the
outer world she has not answered, and ske will not.  Like the veiled
prophetess, she opens not her mouth, but mutely points to the peacefal
argument of a spotless history.
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Masonry is not a mere ritual, not a mere ceremony, not a mere
brotherhood even, but an exalted system of truth, manifesting itself in
charity and brotherly love. The man who imagines that a mere mem-
bership in the order, or a repetition of its ritual, constitutes him a
Mason, has no proper conception of the spirit of Masonry. If he be
an habitual blasphemer of the Deity, if he be a scoffer of things
pure and holy, if he be a breaker of the moral law, if he be &
defrauder or an inebriate, if he be a disturber of peace in his family,
he is no true Mason.  If his brother be sick or in distress and he do
not relieve Him, or be in danger and he do not rescue him, or be slan-
dered and traduced and he do not vindicate him, or if the widow or
orphan of his brother be destitute and he do not succor them to the
extent of his ability or their necessity, he is no true Mason. And
just here rises the carping spirit of envy,and says with a sneer, “ How
many of you will bear to be tried by that lofty standard ?” I answer
by saying, let the church that will furnish one member in ten who can
endure the test of his own creed, make the first railing accusation ;
let the pious bigot who feeds more widows, clothes more orphans, and
comforts more sufferers in sickness than does Freemasonry, cast the
first stone.  Until men shall become something more than human,
there will be unworthy members in every organization. Yet,

“ Angels are bright still, though the brightest fell:

Though all things foul would wear the brows of grace,

Yet grace must still look so ;"
and the beneficent spirit of Freemasonry will remain pure and uncon-
taminated, however widely some of her false disciples may wander, or
however groasly the vicious may pervert her laws to unholy purposes.

I see before me many of those who have passed with me the holy
Royal Arch, traversed the Cryptio vaults, and been finally dubbed and
created Knights of the Red Cross, Knights Templar, and Knights of
Malta, and words come crowding thick and fast which I would fain
address personally to them. But, Companions and Sir Knights, if I
have touched well the foundations of the temple, the superstructure is
safe. If I have said any fitting word to-day for Ancient Craft
Masonry, I have said it for you, for she is the common Aima Mater
of us all. She has appointed you, Sir Knights, to be the guard of
honor to Christianity, and to-day, in the great Masonic phalanx, the
Ark of the Covenant and the Croes of Christ stand in resplendent
juxtaposition. May the valiant and magnanimous order of Knights
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Templar, whose swords were first drawn in defense of Christianity and
the Holy Sepulchre, and who still bear aloft the talismanic motto, “ In
hoc signo vinces,” remain as faithful to their vows as was our Grand
Master DeMolay, when, with his illustrious compeers, he laid down
his life to preserve the untarnished honor of a Knight !

Let us part with those congratulations which this occasion evokes
—an occasion the significance of which has been so truthfully and so
eloquently set forth by our Most Worshipful Grand Master. Though
there has been darkness in the past, there is light in the present ;
though there was sorrow then, there is joy to-day. Though thou-
sands have suffered martyrdom, Freemasonry still survives. Nations
and prinocipalities have assailed her, and popular fury has raged
against her, yet to-day she stands forth in the vigor and beauty ot
immortal youth. Behold her, as she comes ‘forth from the shadowy
mists of the ancient world, clad in robes of spotless purity, her coun-
tenance beaming with supernal brightness, in her right hand the Holy
Secriptures, in her left the implements of a beautiful art, and upon her
brow the unutterable name of the Everlasting! Onward she comes,
down the ages ! The clouds of error and darkness are about her, the
thunderbolts of the heathen gods are launched against her, the sword
of the infidel is thrust at her bosom, the lightnings of malice and
persecution play about her ; still onward, onward she comes ! moving
in the unoonquerable strength and majesty of truth, until now, after
the lapse of almost three thousand years, undaunted and unscathed,
with foes all under her feet, she sits a queen in the moral world, and
a mistress in the hearts of men! Then let us twine for her a new
wreath, and inscribe for her a new song ; and call the wreath Victory,
and the song Peace.

Brethron, let us cherish within our hearts the solemn and impor-
tant lessons of this hour. Let us consign to oblivion the animosities
of the past, if any there be. May our sympathies be as broad as
humanity, and our charity as universal as human weakness. With
meroy for the falling, and forgiveness for the erring, let us look to the
light from on high for guidance, and to the Lion of the Tribe of
Judah for deliverance.



THE RITES.

The American rite oonsists of nine degrees, arranged as follows :
1. Entered Apprentice; 2. Fellow Craft; 3. Master Mason; 4.
Mark Master ; 5. Past Master ; 6. Most Excellent Master ; 7. Holy
Royal Arch; 8. Royal Master; 9. Select Master. Of these, 1, 2
and 3 are conferred in Symbolic Lodges, and are under the jurisdiotion
of Grand Chapters ; 8 and 9 are conferred in Councils, and are under
the juriediction of Grand Councils.

To these divisions have been assigned technical names, which are
very generally recognized by Masonic writers of the preswnt day.
Thus the Masonry embraced in the first three degrees is ualled
“ Ancient Craft Masonry ;” and that of the eighth and ninth degrves
has received the title of  Cryptic Masonry.”

Of the first, second and third degrees, but little need be said, as
they are substantially the same as those practiced in Europe. Not-
withstanding the pretensions made not long ago in reference to what
has been, I think, very unmeaningly called the ¢« Webb-Preston Lec-
tares,” the lectures given in the lodges of the United States.are
neither those instituted by Preston in England, nor those of Henning,
whieh, in 1813, took the place of Preston’s system. They differ still
more materially from those adopted in France and other parts of the
Continent of Europe. But still, the European and American systems
of Ancient Craft Masonry do not substantially differ. The myths,
legendary history, symbolism, and modes of recognition, are the same
in effect, and hence a Master Mason will always find himself at home
in any part of the world. In the last mentioned point there are, it is
true, some discrepancies to be found in the lodges on the Continent,
but these discrepancies are easily explained, and are not of a very
radical charscter.

But the Capitular Masonry of this jcountry is peculiar to the
American rite, and constitutes, indeed, its specific character.

The Mark degree, which is the fourth in the Rite and the first in
the series of the Capitular degrees, was originally an honorary or
detached degree of the Ancient and Aoccepted rite. Before the
beginning of this century, charters were granted for the institution of
Mark Muster lodges by Councils of Princes of Jerusalem. Such a
charter is in my possession, and a copy of it was published a few years
ago.  The ritual of this degree, as formerly conferred under the
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auspices of the Ancient and Accepted Rite, differs in many respects
from that of the more modern degree of the American Rite, but still
they bear so much resemblance as to show that the former farnished
the foundation on which the latter has been built. A Mark degree is
practiced in Scotland and permitted in England, but it constitutes no
part of the pure Ancient York Rite. The degree which was intro-
duced into this country in the eighteenth century, by the inspector of
the Ancient and Accepted Rite, was, early in the nineteenth century,
modified and incorporated as a regular degree into the American Rite,
which was then in the process of formation. This modifieation and
incorporation I attribute to Webb. At least I am unable to trace the
parentage to any other person, and he was at that time the only system-
maker of any known reputation that we had in America. The song
of the degree now universally used in this country, is acknowledged
to have been composed by him, and, indeed, he publicly claimed the
authorship in the first edition of his Monitor.

The Past Master’s degree, the fifth of the American Rite, is, in
reality, only the insignia of an official rank, and is so considered im
Europe. Masonic authorities of the greatest reputation in America
have denied that it can properly be called a degree, for it is, in faot,
without a ritual, without a history, without a symbolism. @ Webb,
however, called it a degree, made it the fifth in his new system, and
recommended that it should be ¢ carefully studied ;” hence, notwith-
standing the opposition of high authority, and the little esteem in
which it is held by Masonic scholars, it is recognized as a component
part of the American Rite. ’

The origin of the Most Exoellent Master’s degree is difficult to
be traced. It is most probably the invention of Webb, the idea being
borrowed frem some European degree. The anthem, which is the
best part of the degree, was written by Webb, and it is very creditable
to his poetical reputation.

The Royal and Select degrees are admitted to have been origin-
ally “detached degrees” of the Ancient and Accepted Rite. The
fact that they were conferred as such by the inspectors of that Rite, is
historical ; the original rituals are still in existence. But we are not
indebted to Webb for the introduction of these two degrees into the
American Rite. He knew nothing about, or at least took no fotide of
them, and they are not included in the degrees given in any edition
of his Monitor which was published during his life. It was Cross
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and his contemporaries, who were agents of the Supreme Council of
the Southern Jurisdiction of the Ancient and Acocepted Rite, who
introduced them extensively to public notice, and organised Councils
and Grand Councils of those degrees.

Cole, who wrote in 1816, and, therefore, much nearer to the time
when these supplementary degrees were introduced, says ; “There are
(I am bold to assert) but four degrees in Ancient Craft Masonry.”
And, after naming them as those which constitute the pure York Rite,
he adds : “ The following orders, which have, within a few years past,
been manufactured into degrees, are merely elucidatory of the second,
third, and fourth degrees.” And then he gives the list of the five
degrees which have already been described ; namely, the Past, Mark,
Most Excellent, Royal, and Select Masters, to which he adds the Ark
Master, or Noachite, which has gince been abandoned.

The testimony of Cole, the contemporary of Webb and of those
who were engaged in what he calls the “ manufacturing” of these
degrees, i8 sufficient to satisfy us of the time when they were intro-
duced—that is to say, a few years before he wrote, or about the begin-
ning of the present century.

The American Rite thus organized is, however, notwithstanding
its recent origin, a very beautiful and well-connected Masonic system.

Leaving out the Past Master’s order, which has no historical con-
nection with the system, and which is only an enlargement of a very
simple ceremony in the Ancient York Rite, where it has never been
considered a degree, we have, from the Entered Apprentice to the
Select Master, the gradual but regular developement of a scienoce,
whose symbolism is the Word, and whose real object is the search
after Divine Truth. Prepared to seek it in the first degree, the search
for it commences ; it i8 lost in the third ; found in the seventh ; and
then the key to the loss and the recovery is made known in the ninth,
and this constitutes what in that degree is called the  circle of
Masonic perfection.”

There is, indeed, no system of Freemasonry now practiced whioch
is 8o complete, and yet with so little superfluity, as the American Rite.
It needs, indeed, some pruning ; but if it is properly studied and
thoroughly understood, it will come up as well as any other Rite to the
well-known definition of Masonry, as a “science of morality, vailed in
allegory and illustrated by symbols.”—Masonic Trowel.

7—VOL. 1. X0. 1I.
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ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.

A oonvention was held at Farwell Hall, Chicago, on June 9th,
10th and 11th, made up of forty or fifty delegates from some half
dozen States, assuming the name of “ National Association of Cherist-
ians Opposed to Secret Societies.” This was the third annual meeting
of the august body, and a great deal of pains had been taken to make
the gathering a large one—one that should be worthy the title the
convention had asgumed, and that should tell in its influence against
secret orders of every name and character ; but the result did not at
all equal the effort. A fow delegates, and less than a couple of hun-
dred of citisens of Chicago, mostly Masons, Odd Fellows and women,
made up the assembly, and was a meagre show indeed in so large a
hall. But the delegates seem to have made up in seal what they lacked
in numbers, and resolved, and argued, and prayed,during three days,
for the downfall of all secret orders. Masonry came in for the most
liberal share of abuse, because, perhaps, of its age, numbers and in-
fluence.

The speeches and prayers were of a strange character. They all
represented these institutions as “dark orders,” made up of bad men,
whose designs were evil only, and that continually. Senator Pomeroy,
of Kansas, said, ¢ Secret secieties are all of one fraternity, doing some-
thing that they desire to cover up.” How did he know so much about
all these societies ! In the same breath he told the audience that « ke
had kept aloof from secret organizations.” But the half crased
fanatios could not see the absurdities of such declamation, and cheered
sentiments the most absurd, and arguments the most éontradiotory.

A Rev. Mr. Kephart, of Ohio, read a long discourse to show that
¢ Masonry is detrimental to the mental and moral attributes of hu-
manity ; that it tends to destroy the ends of justice, and invites ite
followers to practice crimes, holding out to them a pardon in the event
of their being detected1” The reporter adds, * His words were
listened to with earnest attention !”

To a member of the Craft this i astonishing. Masonry deti-
mental to the mental attributes of humanity ! This Reverand gentle-
man would do well to procure a Masonic Monitor and read the sections
of the Fellow Craft degree, which every Craftaman knows is founded
on science. Does a study of the liberal arts and sciences prove detri-
mental to the mental faculties? Is the study of grammar, rhetorio,
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logie, arithmetic, geometry, music, and astronomy, detrimental to the
mental attributee 7 What does a minister of the gospel mean by such
declarations?  And when we consider the mental dicipline given to
the Mason in the learning of the esotorio part of the work, the above
declaration seems more absurd and false.

And the moral attributes also came in for a share of considera.
tion. Masonry is detrimental to the moral attributes of man’s nature !
Masonry, which teaches the being of a God, and that we should put
our trust in Him; which commands the practice of brotherly love,
relief, truth and temperance ; which exhorts its members to be pru-
dent, just and charitable, and to meet the perils and dangers of life
with fortitude ; which charges the brother at his initiation to revere
the name of God, and implore His aid in all landable undertakings, and
esteem Him as the chief good ; to act toward his neighbor upon the
square, and do unto him #s he would wish that neighbor to do to him in
turn ; to avoid all irregularities and intemperance ; and keep the facul-
ties free from everything calculated to debase: in the State to be a
quiet and peaceful subject, true to the government, and just to the coun-
try, submitting to its legal authority ;—all this and much more of the
same sort is calculated to debase man’s moral attridutes! A minister
of the gospel says it, in a convention of ¢ Christians,” and is * listened
to with earnest attention,” and his harrangue is dubbed a “ logical dis-
course!” And worse than all this, a minister of the gospel charges
that, * Masonry tends to destroy the ends of justios, and invites ita
followers to practice erimes!” Who believes it? An institution
embracing & membership of over half a million of our fellow citizens,
among whom may be found a large percentage of the ministers of the
gospel of all the Christian denominations, also many of our statesmen,
among whom we may write the names of George Waﬂ:inghon, Joseph
‘Warren, Maquis de Lafayette, Benjamin Franklin, and a host of others,
all revered as good men and true—who believes that an institution
made up of such material, tends to destroy the ends of justice and in-
vites its followers to practice crimes? None but ignorant people can
be misled by such senseless declamation, and we regret that such blind
ones should be led by blind guides, and inevitably stumbling into the
ditch.

For reckless misrepresentation and wilful perversion it is a rare
thing that the public is called upon to witness the like of what trans-
at Farwell Hall during the session of this self-styled Christian Asso-
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eiation ; and it is not to be regretted that the gaod citizens of Chicago
pray to be delivered from any thing like it in the future. But it is to
be sincerely regretted that those professing to be ¢ teachers of good
things ” should place themselves in s0 unenviable an attitude before
the public.

Masonry has nothing to fear from the opposion of such men. I
would as soon apprehend injury to navigation because some crazy old
woman had undertaken to bail out the waters of the Mississippi with
a teaspoon, as to suppose that these crazy fanatics would succeed in
their mission against the Masonio and kindred institutions.

Far better would it accord with the profession of these ministers
to imitate Masons and Odd Fellows in their deeds of charity and works
of relief. Let them give more attention to the needy and suffering of
the race, make more visits to the bedsides of the sick, and work more
for the reformation of the erring, and they will have less time to spend
in denouncing orders long revered by the good of the race, on account
of their being the handmaids of -religion, and aids to all genuine re-
form.

GROWTH OF MASONRY IN MICHIGAN.

‘We have before us two copies of the Transactions of the Grand
Lodge of this jurisdiction, one for the Annual Commuication held in
Detroit, Jan. 11th, 1860, and the other for the last sesession held Jan.
13th, 1869. 'We propose a comparison of these documents; for they
possess more than ordinary interest. Dr. J. Adams Allen was M. W.
Grand Master in 1859, and his Report to the Grand Lodge at the ses-
sion of Jan., 1860, is a very able one, and shows that the Grand Master
had rare gifts and qualifications for the important office. It is written
in a terse, vigorous style, and yet is so pleasing and attractive that it
almost fascinates the reader. It presents the various subjects with per-
spicuity, and only errs in the prolixity of the judicial department.
The answers to questions run through more than thirteen pages. Many
of these questions were so simple, that they hardly deserved answers,
much less to occupy the time and attention of a Grand Lodge in their
consideration. As a whole, however, the Report is one of great ability,
and will compare favorably with those of Grand Masters generally,
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even with the very able one made by Bro. Coffinbury at the last session.
But we wish to compare these Proceedings in a way to show the
strength and growth of Masonry in this State.

In 1860, there were reported 109 chartered lodges, and 13 work-
ing under dispensation, making 122 all told. In 1869, there were
reported of chartered lodges, 248; and five working under dispensa-
tion; giving 253 in all, which is more that doubling the number of
subordinates in nine years. In 1859 there were initiated 955; in 1868
there were 2,337 initiated; which is considerably over double the
former number. To show that proper caution has been observed in
the choice of material out of which to make members, we need only
compare the reports on rejected applicants. In 1859 there were re-
jected, 281 ; in 1868 the number rejected was 1,670; which is more
than five to one for the former term. In 1860 the whole number of
members reported at the Annual Communication was 5,816 ; the whole
number reported Jan. 1869 was 18,016. It is estimated by those best
qualified to judge, that we have a constituency at the present time of
upwards of 20,000, which is a gain of three hundred per cent. in nine
years. '
These figures are truly gratifying to the lovers of our institution,
and quite as alarming to our adversaries of the Finney school. They
teach us that we need only de true to our obligations, to ensure our
triumphant success, and hat should be the endeavor of every Mason.
United we shall stand, as have our worthy ancestors, even when our
foes were more numerous and warlike than they are to-day, and when
our members were comparatively few.

But the best institution in the world will accomplish little good
unlees its principles are lived; and we should remember that our
strength is not to be estimated by numbers, unless the members are
good and true. When otherwise, numbers may be an element of
weakness rather than strength. May our army of twenty thousand
strong be found ever true to God and the right.

Tax Grand Lodge of Vermont has followed the lead of the
@rand Lodge of New York, by declaring non-intercourse with the
@rand Orient of France, on account of her meddling with the Grand
Lodge of Louisiana.
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THE REWARD.

BY JOHN G. WHITTIER.

‘Who, looking backward from his manhood prime,
Sees not the spectre of his misspent time ?
And, through the shade
Of funeral cypress planted thick behind,
Hears no reproachful whisper on the wind
From his loved dead ?

‘Who bears no trace of passion’s evil force ?

‘Who shuns thy sting, O terrible remorse ?
‘Who does not cast

On the thronged pages of his memory's book,

At times, a sad and half-reluctant look,
Regretful of the Past ?

Alas!—the evil we would shun,
‘We do, and leave the wished for good undono H
Our strength to-day
Is but to-morrow’s weakness, prone to fall ;
Poor, blind, unprofitable servants all
Are we alway.

Yet who, thus looking backward o’er his years,
Feels not his eyelids wet with tears
If he hath been
Permitted, weak and sinful as he was,
To cheer and aid, in some ennobling cause,
His fellow-men ?

If he hath hidden the outcast, or let in
A ray of sunshine to the cell of ain,—
If he hath lent
Strength to the weak, and, in an hour of need,
Over the suffering, mindless of his creed
Or home, hath bent,

He hath not lived in vain, and while he gives
The praise to Him, in whom he moves and lives,
With thankful heart,
He gazes backward, and with hope before,
Knowing that from his work he nevermore
Can henceforth part.

S1aMA, in the Freemason, (London,) asks if the Druids of
ancient times were similiarly organized as at the present, and adds,
“There is a Druid’s ¢ Lodge of Love and Liberality,’ No. 589, Redrath,
on the roll of the Grand Lodge of England. Why is it s0o named ?
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TRUE WEALTH.—A TALE.
BY 8. . COFFINBURY.
CHAPTER II.

¢ The mind is the subject of a phenomenon which the most learned
and profound philosophers have not attempted to explain, and which
no human comprehension can embrace or fathom. It is this: A
thought may pass through the mind, an incident may transpire, a rec-
ollection may be awakened, and, with the rapidity of lightening, a chain
of oconnected reminicences—a panorama of memories—a series of
ratiocinations upon subtile propoeitions and theories, with their deduc-
tions and oonclusions, rush through it. A moment is sufficient
to inaugurate and complete this wonderful mental operation, although
it may require hours, nay, even days, to recount, separate, individual-
ize and review the recollections by the ordinary intellectual process
which thus, in a moment, flit before the understanding.

“You suddenly reminded me that fifty years of my life had
passed, and with the shock of the recollection, or rather recognition
of this fact, I spoke to myself, and asked the question thus: °Fifty
years old, and what have I done?” A complete review of my life
followed like lightening through my mind, and I answered to myself,
‘nothing” Now, Eda, if the question and answer, and all that passed
in review between the question and the answer, made me thoughtful as
I recognized the solemnity of my position, it did not make me melan-
choly.” .
“But,” said Eda, “did you answer yourself truly? Have you
not amassed an immense fortune 7”

“ Aye;” replied Mr. Wilson, “ 80 did the pirate, Captain Kidd ; he
did one way the same thing that I did another; yet, neither did any-
thing. Kidd’s treasures lie buried away from the world; mine lie
locked up from the world. Mankind is none the better of the
stroggles of either, or the accumulations of either ; therefore, the labor
exhausted in their aoquirement is wasted and lost—wasted in heaping
up lucre that is worthless, and can do no good to any one; and we, who
have thus wasted our days, have proved ourselves triflers. We have
made time a mockery, and have challenged destiny. The same effort
of care, toil and sleepless nights—the same days of wearing and oon-
suming anxieties without interval—had they been properly directed
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for human good, might have been rewarded with their proper recom-
pense of human happiness. I have made myself a slave, and no one
is benefitted by my servitude. The day laborer has labored his allotted
hours, eaten, rested and slept sweetly, to rise refreshed, and to labor,
eat and sleep again. I have done no more, nay, not so much ; I have
labored and eaten only. He who devotes the struggle of life for de-
grading gold, like a alave that labors, or the ox that treadeth out the
oarn, may eat, but he may not, like the ox, rest, or the slave, sleep. ' No,
he never sleeps. It is not sleep to lay a weary head, a throbbing brow,
upon an unwelcome pillow at nightfall, to court new anxieties in troubled
dreams and fitful flashes of foverish slumber which, when weighed in
the balanoe, is but a resume of waking cares and anxieties intensified.”

«Oh! but my dear papa,” interrupted Eda, “you have so much
wealth that you can do great good with it.” )

“ Daughter,” replied the father, “ could I do so, it would not re-
turn my wasted hours, lost days and sleepless nights. They are gone.
Besides, no one can do good with money; it is not a lover of good—
it cannot embrace the elements of good—its inherent forces and ener-
gies are evil. It is only the high purpose, the brave soul, the strong
will and the stout, untiring arm that can do good.”

“ How perverse you are, my dear papa!” said Eda, “ when you
know you can make 8o many men rich with your great treasures of
money.”

“No,” replied Mr. Wilson, “not even that, either. Money ac-
quired by gift or gratuity is valueless—it is not money. It is not
money when it does not truly represent the holder’s own labor. Money
must be aoquired by industry, by labor, to possess an intrinsic value.
Besides, when one thousand dollars, or any other given sum, is suff-
cient to supply all our rational wants, all we may have over and above
that sum is mere trash—no better than dust under our feet. He who
has labored to acquire it, has simply wasted his t.uhe, and has played
the fool with himself.”

«Then let him give it away,” said Eda.

“That,” said Mr. Wilson, ¢ will not, in the end, benefit the re-
cipient of the gift, for it will not represent his labor—his industry,
and can be of no value to him, inasmuch as it costs him nothing, A
thing is only valaable in so far as its acquirement costa care or pains.”

“You are such a queer papa! I cannot understand you,” said
Eda, laughing and patting his cheek affectionately.
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“T will illustrate,” continued Mr. Wilson. “ Do you remember,
$wo years ago I went to the little village of L—————, to spend a month
with my old friend, Henry Warren ?”

“Yes, indeed I do,” answered Eda; *and I remember, too, how
anxious I was to enjoy that country visit with you, and you, like a
naughty papa, as you were, would not let me go with you. I also re-
member that I could never draw from you one word in relation to your
visit. Who is8 Mr. Warren? How i8 he connected with you, or what
relation does he bear to you? What is his profession or pursuit? I
suppose he i8 some great, rich man ; for none other could keep my rich
papa two months away from his pet Eda, and his pet bank, between
which he divides his time and care pretty evenly. I presume Mr.
Warren is a very rich man.”

“Yes, Eda,” feplied Mr. Wilson, he is rich, very rich. In fact,
Mr. Warren is the only rich man I ever knew; compared with him I
am a mere beggar.”

“ You surprise me,” said Eda ; * pray explain how he became so
very rich.”

“I will tell you all about Mr. Warren, Eda,” said the father,
“ and all about my visit of two months with him in my native village.
I was on the point of doing 8o, as an illustration of my theory of true
wealth, and to show you how much he had done while I had done
nothing.

“ Henry Warren and I were born on the same day, in the same
little town. Our parents were neighbors. Henry and I were chil-
dren, playfellows and schoolfellows, together We grew up to manhood
together. We were like brothers, although we differed in many respects.

“ When I went into my father’s little country store, on the west
side of the street, as clerk, Henry went into his father’s blacksmith
thop on the east side, just opposite to the store, as his apprentice.
Years passed. The sound of Henry’s hammer began with the rising
sun, and ceased with the setting. His clear, loud whistle commenced
with the strokes of his hammer in the morning, and died away with it
in the evening. I have set for hours before the store, on a dry goods
box, listening to Henry’s cheerful whistle, listlessly, thoughtlessly fol-
lowing the, changes and modulations of ¢ Roslyn Castle,” or ¢ Jefferson
and liberty,’ and many other simple old melodies which, at that time,
were regarded as the gems of popular music. Henry whistled mag-
nificently, and—
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“ Why, paps,” said Eds, bursting into a peal of clear, ringing
laughter. “Pardon me, but it is so funny to hear you talk about your
friend’s whistling magnificently. 1t is the first time I ever heard of
there being anything but noise in whistling. I always supposed that
whistling was just—was just, whistling.”

“Oh, my child,” continued the father, ¢ the soul, the energy, the
cheerful self-approval and self-pride of honest industry, the spirit of
high hope, the bleesing of useful and fruitful labor which rung and
reveberated in Henry’s cheerful whistle, gave to it a high character and
a peculiar charm. It was the blessed voice of happy industry.

“ While Henry whistled, I listened. He was busy; I was idle.
He created the oheering sounds of industry; I sst indolently, and
drank in the varying tones of whistle, anvil and hammer. He was
sedulously preparing to labor for mankind; I sat idle, and at most,
prepared only to labor for myself.

“At last I came to this oity, where, through incessant drudgery
and fruitless slavery, I have heaped up gold which is of no use to any
one. Mankind is none the better for all I have done. After an absence
of twenty-five years I returned to my native town to visit old friends.
I promised myself great pleasure in my reunion with Henry Warren.
I had heard nothing of him for twenty years, exoopt that he was still
living, a hale old man. I had fancied to myself a stout man, after
a life of honest labor, enjoying the ease and comfort of affluance in
retirement from business.

“ Y arrived at home. Home? Yes, Aome, Eda; it was home to me.
It is the only home on earth to me. There I was born. Your departed
mother was born there, and there our young love was satisfied, and—"

A tear filled the eyes of Mr. Wilson. His chin dropped upon his
broad chest, while a shudder passed over and shook his whole frame,
as Eda turned away and wiped her eyes.

 How foolish I am,” continued the banker, after a moment, and
proceeded ; I arrived in our little village about the middle of the
afternoon. It lay in the same green valley of the mountains, with
very little change. The same quiet pervaded the almost deserted
streets that prevailed when Iwas a boy. The same pure mountain air
fluttered among the garden shrubs, and through the open windows in
fitful breeses, that had tinged my cheek with brown, as with bare feet
and open bosom I threaded those streets and alleys in the unpretend-
ing days of my boyhood. No deafning sounds of trade, no hurrying
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tread of enterprise, no trundling wheels of driving business, no start-
ling shouts of speculation interrupted the steady and measured olink
of the hammer and anvil which, deadened by distance as I entered
the village, smote so familiarly upon my ear.

¢ As I advanced into the village I heard the wonted whistle, clear
and shrill, as it glided from the major to the minor strains of Roslyn
Castle, as an acoompaniment to the music of the hammer and the ring of
the anvil. In this rustic musioc there was a more distinot measure, and
a more sedate tone, but I could not mistake its source. It was Henry
Warren’s familiar music. I asked no questions, I spoke to no one,
but walked straight into the smithy. Henry was bowed over his anvil,
intent upon his work. His back was towards the door and he did not
obeerve my entrance. I walked up to my old friend and laid my hand
upon his shoulder, which was the first intimation he had of the pres-
ence of any one. Without raising from his work, he cast his eyes
around to where I stood. A shout followed ; and, for the first time in
his life, perlnps, his hammer, tongs and red hot iron fell together to
the ground. Pardon me, Eda, if I omit to tell all that immediately
followed. Men are not fond of telling of embraces, tears, and all that,
in which they have participated.”

“But,” inquired Eda, “ why should so rich a man as Mr. Warren
be working in a filthy smith shop ?”’

“You will presently learn why,” replied her father. ¢ ‘Come,
said Honry Warren, ¢ go with me to the house; I will work no more
this day’ He untied the fastening of his leathern apron and threw it
carelessly aside. As he lifted his straw hat to remove the neck strap
of his apron, I noticed his broad, high forehead, grimmed with sweat
and ooal dust, and I felt an impulse to take off my own hat, and to
bow in reverence to the impersonation of honest industry—the embodi-
ment of cheerful old age in my venerable friend.

“J went home with Henry and became his guest. One evening,
after the labor of the day had been finished, I sat with Henry on the
little piaza of his humble, yet neat dwelling. ¢I suppose you are in
easy circumstanoes,’ I said to him.”

“¢Yes,” replied he, ‘I am well off;’ and after a moment’s reflec-
tion he oontinued : ¢ Yes, I may say that I am more than well off. In
fact, I am rich; for I have all I want, and no use for any more than
I want; and I think that when a person has all he wants, he is rich,
whether he may have much or little.””
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“ How have you invested your funds ?”” inquired I.

“¢How ! said Henry, looking inquiringly into my face, I do not
understand you, Ed’”

“I meant to inquire a8 to what kind of stocks or securities you
had invested your money in.”

%0, yes. I understand you now,” returned he. ¢Well, to tell
you the truth’ he continued, ‘I never had much money. When I
said I was rich, I meant that I was contented with what I have ; and,
Ed, I think he is the richest man who is the most contented. But I
have laid up something for old age. I own this house and lot, and I
have been offered nine hundred dollars for it, all in clean cash. Yon
little wood colored house up the side of the hill, where old widow Roby
used to live, belongs to me; I own that. The rent of that house brings
me fifty dollars yearly, clear of taxes and repairs. Then I own a three
aore out-lot, where I pasture the cow. It has a few apple trees on it,
but they don’t amount to a great deal; however, we got three dollars’
worth of apples off the trees last year more than we wanted ourselves;
I sold them for cash, and, as I had no use for the money, I gave it to
widow Brotherton to provide her winter coal with. Well, Ed, I can
take seventy-five dollars an acre for the out-lot any day. Besides, I
own the shop, and that’s good for all I want to eat, drink and wear,
for I will turn my back on no man for work at the anvil. 'Who could
wish for anything more 7’
“True,” said I';  but you will not always be able to work at the
anvil.” . o

“ <Well, then,’ replied he, ‘I will sell the shop and tools, and,
with interest of the money, and the rent of the house and lot on the
hill yonder, I think I can get along first rate. But, if the worst comes
to the worst, the boys won’t see the old folks suffer. They're as good
blacksmiths as ever raised a hammer, all three of them. They are
sober, steady and industrious, and each one married, and carrying on
business for himself. So what have I to fear? Indeed, what more
could any man want in this world  ”’

“ Nothing,” replied I. “Henry, you are, indeed, 2 rich man.
When I compare my pecuniary circumstances with yours, I feel poor.”

“¢Why, said Mr. Warren, ¢they tell me that you are worth a
million dollars, and that you own a whole bank to yourself.” ”

“Yes ; but if your theory be correct—and I believe it to be—I am
none the richer ; for I have more than I can use, and of course, ac-
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cording to your philosophy, that is all a dead loss to me,” continued I.

*¢¢That’s so, Ed,’ said Henry confidently.”

# Eda,” said Mr. Wilson, after a moment’s reflection, “it is not
necessary to repeat our oonversation any farther ; it is enough. There
sat the good man, Henry Warren, who had spent his days in useful-
ness. For every penny of his competence he had exchanged the
stroke of his own active hammer. Whenever be lacked a penny, he
smote his anvil with his hammer, and, obedient to his will, the penny
came. He bade the indurated bar of iron to yield to his will, and to
take form at his pleasure, the bar became plastic in his hands, and obe-
diently shaped itself to his will. In this operation each stroke of his
bammer subserved the common weal of his country. Vulcan forged
thunder bolts for Jupiter Tonans, but Henry Warren, greater than the
god Vulcan, forged plow shares and pruning hooks for the hand of in-
dustry. As he hammered away at his anvil, the wilderness fell around
bim, and blossomed as the rose, and the virgin soil turned up her
golden treasures ; for every stroke of his hammer was indirectly aimed
at the forest trees, or the treasures concealed beneath the surface of
the land. The plow boy caroled, and the cradler, in the midst of
waving fields of golden harvest, sang. All felt the impulse of Henry’s
arm of industry. Every stroke of that incessant hammer was a
power—an inspiration which lived long after the olear clang of the
hammer and anvil had died away along the mountain-side, which
marked it in prolonged echoes. - Henry earned every crumb of
bread he ate, and in earning it, became a human benefactor. Henry
had worked, slept, and was contented. I had not worked, had not
slept, and was discontented. Henry had turned the iron and the steel
into the utensils of labor, and was rich. Henry worked, I speculated.
I turned one dollar into ten, and ten into a hundred, and was poor.
For aught I had done the forest would be standing yet. I, too, had
caten, but others had raiged the bread I ate, prepared it and put it to
my lips and said, ¢ Eat and be filled” I had not in all my life earned
a single crumb of bread legitimately. I had only speculated upon the
labor and industry of others. I felt rebuked. Henry was wise; 1
was a fool. I felt mean in the presence of this noble man, Henry
Warren. I felt his greatness, and my littleness ; and, compared with
his life of usefulness, I folt how insignificant the part I had performed
in life, appeared. As I sat beside my friend, and studied in his honest
countenance the unsophisticated expression of self reliance and self
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complacency, I was overwhelmned with the grandeur of his life of
cheerful toil, and the sublimity of his contented and dignified old age.

As I sat there, wrapped in bitter reflections, I formed a resolution
to do what I never before had done, to earn at least one meal. I de-
termined to settle, by my own experience, the question whether the
bread of the laboring man was sweeter than that of the idler.

“The next morning I went to the village tailor snd bought a suit
of laborer’s clothes, and without a penny in my pocket I struck off into
the mountains on foot. At night I found myself twenty miles from
the little village, tired, leg-weary and footsore. I readily found
accommodations for the night with a small farmer, who was busily
engaged in his hay harvest. In the morning I made a contract with
my host to work for him in his hay field, at gathering and stacking
hay, for such wages as I might be able to earn, in the best judgement
of the farmer. Eda, would you have believed it coming from any
other person? I actually worked there in the mountains two weeks,
late and early, rain or shine. That was our contract: I worked at
raking, pitohing and stacking hay, generally; but in rainy weather
the farmer found other things for me to do, such as driving up and
milking oows, repairing fences, eto. The first fow days of my labor,
I assure you, I suffered intensely; but in a fow days I began to take,
first an interest, then a pleasure in my labors ; and, in fact, before the
time of my engagement had expired, I felt a pride in shaping and
topping out a hay-rick. I really felt a flattering self-commendation
when my employer pronounced my rick ¢ very good indeed.” Oh, the
sweet sleep that hushed every care, and breathed her balmy rest over
the weary body, as with the other hirelings I retired to rest, and slept
from evening till early dawn, on the new made hay in the barn! The
fare—the simple food, and the keen relish sharpened by daily labor—
taught me that no one can know the luxury of eating, but the laboring
man. The last week of my engagement I ate more of the plain, yet
substantial food, at that farmer’s simple board, than I do now in a
month, of the luxurious viands at my own sumptuous table. I dis-
covered the secret of true happiness. It consists in health and content-
ment. I became satisfied that these were not to be found in inflated
wealth and bloated luxury, and that they only waited upon honest
labos.

“ When the term of my service had expired, I settled with my
employer. He grinned a broad, honest smile when I reminded him that
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he was to establish the sum of my wages according to his own estimate
of the value of my labor. He handed me five dollars, and asked me
if I was satisfied. I bowed respectfully and thanked him. I bade
the family farewell, and started on my return to the village. At noon
1 stopped at a small country inn for dinner. I ate heartily, for I was
to pay for it with my own wages—money earned with the sweat of
my own brow—my money; 1 may say all the money I ever had which
I could in justice call my money. Eda, the bread was sweet. Every
morsel possessed a peculiar relish, for it was the wages of labor. Bleased
be labor! for it is the purest of the pure; it is the poor man’s bank,
the honest man’s wealth. It brings a sweet solace to its votaries.
Though its pathways are rugged, they lead to peace and happiness;
though its lessons are severe, they teach virtue and wisdom.

“You perceive, my child, that by this voluntary ordeal I solved
an important problem in the philosophy of life, while I demonstrated
some of its practical theories.”

(70 be continued.)

MASONIC NOTES AND ITEMS.

The following extract from Aubrey’s ¢ Natural History of Wilt-
shire,” p. 277—a manuseript in the library of the Royal Society, will
be read with interest. It appears that Sir Cristopher Wren, in 1691,
was enrolled among the members of the Fraternity.— 8ir William
Dugdale told me many years since, that about Henry the Third’s time,
the Pope gave a bull or patents to a company of Italian Freemasons,
to travell up and down over all Europe to build churches. From these
are derived the Fraternity of Adopted Masons. They are known to
one another by certain signs and watch-words; it continues to this
day. They have severall lodges in severall counties for their recep-
tion ; and when any of them fall into decay, the brotherhood is to re-
lieve him, &. The manner of their adoption is very formall, and
with an oath of secrecy.—Memorandum : This day, May the 18th,
being Monday, 1691, after Rogation Sunday, is a great convention at
St. Paul's Church, of the’ Fraternity of the adopted Masons, where
Sir Cristopher Wren is to be adopted a brother, and Sir Henry Goodric
of the Tower, and divers others. There, have been]kings that have
been of this sodality.”
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Crypto—A word which means secrecy or mystery, from whenece
we derive cryptographic or secret writings; cryptonymus, or one who
oconceals his name ; orypto-catholicism, the crypt of a cathedral, &ec.
The Ameriocans call the two degrees “ Royal and Select Masters”
Cryptic Masonry, because it is alleged that the ark of the covenant, a
pot of manna, the rod of Aaron, and a copy of the Sacred Law were
deposited in a dark and secret vault. The late Edgar Allen Poe was
an adept in oryptography, or the art of deciphering secret writings.
Few ciphers, if any, could elude his penetrating mind.— Mystes.

“ BEING pursuaded that a just application of the principles on
which the Masonic Fraternity is founded, must be promotive of
virtue and public prosperity, I shall always be happy to advance the
interests of the Society, and be cousidered by them a deserving
brother.” ’ GEORGE WASBHINGTON.

We commend this to the consideration of Phinney, Blanchard
& Co.

A GENERAL meeting of the Freemasons of France was held om
Friday last. A majority of the bureaux had adopted a resolution to
hold an extraordinary meeting in Paris, on the 8th of December, as a
reply of the (Eoumenical Council ; but the Grand Master, General
Mellinet, did not allow the assembly to discuss the resolution, and he
abruptly closed the sitting.

The earliest recognized specimen of printing in the Greek char-
acter is the grammar by Constantine Lascaris, * Grammatica Greca
Grace,” printed at Milan, in 1476. The volume consists of seventy-
two leaves, of which the first two contain a preface in Greek, with a
Latin translation by Demetrius Cretensis, the editor.—Antiguaris.

THE Rev. Lyman Seely, D.D., is said to have delivered a very
able address before the Grand Commandery, at their late convention at
Lexington, Ky.

TrE Grand Lodge of Washington Territory granted dispensations
for two new lodges, one of which is located at Sitka, Alaska.

Tax Rev. Mr. Halleck, who perished in the late Erie Railroad
disaster, was an honored member of the Masonic Fraternity.
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Bichigan Depariment.

OUR NUMBER TWO.

We come to our readers with our second number, enlarged, and
we trust improved in both appearance and matter. 'We know it will
contain fewer typographical errors, for the proof reading has been
erefully looked after. It will be seen that we have enlarged to forty-
eight pages to the number, and added both to the length and width
of our page. THE MICHIGAN FREEMASON i8 now two pages larger
than the Ashlar in its most palmy days, under the management of
Brother Allyn Weston, and is offered at the same price. As but few
artioles are to be had at the gold rates of 1857, we trust the Brother-
bood throughout the jurisdiction will appreciate our efforts to give
them a first-class magazine, at a very moderate price, and use their
endeavors to give it the liberal support it may merit. K We should
have a patronage of at least six thousand ; and we can have it if our
Michigan brethren so decide, and earnestly co-operate with us.

We are already laid under a debt of gratitude to several of our
brethren, who have sent in large lists of subscribers, accompanied by
the eash. 'Thus far Quincy is entitled to the palm, and we take this
way of expressing thanks to Brother Hawley for his labors in our
behalf. His long list of names, accompanied with the full subscription
price, included his own. This shows his disposition to serve the cause.

And right here we would remark that we cannot give club rates.
We put the price of our journal as low as it can be afforded, and give
its publishers a living profit, and it will be a long time, perhaps, ere
it will more than pay its monthly bills; so that its corps of editors
and canvassers must content themselves, for awhile, to work and hope.
We trust each copy will be found worth at lesst twenty cents, and
where it is taken by the year, the price is only 163 cents per number.
It will be our endeavor to make the magazine good rather than cheap.
To this end we shall expend $1,000 per year in paying for brain labor,
%0 s0on as our list shall be run up to five thousand.

And now, brethren, aid us. We look to you for a cheerful and
liberal support. ‘ PurLisHERS.
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DECISIONS OF THE GRAND MASTER.
INTRODUCTION.

To our Brethren of the State of Michigan:

Having been solicited by the Editors of the MicHIGAN FREE-
MASON, and by several prominent members of our Order in this State,
to submit for publication such extracts from my answers to corres-
pondents as may properly be put in print, and to give my “ Decisions
upon questions of Masonic Law,” as they are rendered from time to
time, I desire to say that,in yielding to these requests of our breth-
ren, I shall deem best to present such matters only as in my opinion
are well settled by the principles of Masonic jurisprudence; or, in the
absence of any law, have become Legal in this Grand Jurisdiction, by
being established precedents. It must not be expected that I shall
advance anything new to those whose long experience in Masonry has
made them familiar with the principles of Masonic law, and the
« Standing Orders and Resolutions” of our Grand Lodge ; in fact, I shall
endeavor to withhold all opinions that I am called upon to give upon
matters which I do not consider well settled by law or usage, until
they have been submitted to the decision of the Grand Lodge.

It may be said by many, “ If we are to find nothing new in these
decisions, the time spent is perusing them will be thrown away, and the
paper upon which they are printed will thereby be made worthless.”*
To all such, I would quote the language of an eminent Mason, and Past
Grand Master of this State, S. C. Coffinbury: ‘“The great majority
of questions that have been presented for my decision have been fre-
- quently decided,and have been,in my opinion, settled rules of Masonic
jurisprudence.”* ¢ The fact of information having been sought, and
opinions required of the Grand Master, upon propositions which have
long been settled by this Grand Lodge, impresses it upon me as a duty,
to recommend to our brethren throughout the State, and especially to
officers of lodges, to read and study at least the proceedings of our
Grand Lodge, especially the Constitution, its Standing Rules, and the
Decision of its Grand Master upon Masonic jurisprudence. A rea-
sonable knowledge of these will enable the brethren, and the officers of
lodges, to decide for themselves many of the questions which are almost
daily submitted for the consideration of the Grand Master.” §

* Annual Address of 1468. t Annual Address of 1800,
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All those whoge official position has rendered it necessary to reply
to the almost endless variety of questions that are constantly brought to
a new birth in the working of a lodge, can give emphatic testimony as to
the lamentable want of knowledge upon the plainest principles of Masonic
law, even among our otherwise intelligent and well educated craftsmen.

It is with the view of being partially able to meet this deficiency,
and, perhaps, to some slight extent, lessen the labors of my official po-
sition, that I have consented to place my  Letter book” in the hands
of the Editors of this Journal. :

As the letters from which extracts have been.made, Were not
written for publication, it is expected they will receive a charitable
critieism. A. T. MercaLy, Grand Master.

DIMIBSBION. ‘ ‘

Question.—Can a brother dimit simply because he is dissatisfied
with a decision of his lodge?

Answer—According to the Old Regulations “ no member or set
of brethren shall withdraw or separate themselves from the lodge in
which they were made, or were afterward admitted members, unless the
lodge becomes too numerous; and when thus separated, they must either
immediately join themselves to such other lodges as they shall like best,
or else unite in forming a new lodge.” As it is the duty of every
brother to be a member of some lodge, it is to be regretted that a de-
viation from the old regulations has ever been permitted. It is now
conceded, I believe, by a majority of the Grand Lodges in this coun-
try, that a Master Mason in good standing, who has complied with all
the requirements of the By-laws of his lodge, is entitled to a dimit;
but as it requires a majority vote to grant a dimit, it follows, as a matter
of course, that a brother has not the absolute right of dimission. If,
in & moment of passion, a brother demands a dimit simply because his
lodge has made a decision at variance with his convictions, the lodge
is not bound to grant it. For the purpose of harmony, however, it
may not be always best to question the motives which induce the ap-
plication. In general terms, any brother in good standing and clear -
of the books—except an installed officer—is entitled to a dimit, pro-
vided his withdrawal will not damage the intereets of the Order, or
impair the efficiency of the lodge.

BALLOTING FOR ADVANCEMENT.

Question.—Is it legal to spread the ballot for advancement at

other than regular communications ?
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Answer.—In view of the custom practiced by large majority of
the lodges in this jurisdistion, and in the absence of any law to the
oontrary, I will give as my opirion, and decide aocordingly, that bal-
lotting for advancement, at any special communication of the lodge
oalled for that purpose, is legal. Should, however, the result of the
ballot stop the advancement, it should not again be spread for the same
applicant except at a Regular.

As my attention is directed to Sec. 2 of Art. VI of the Constitu-
tion of our Grand Lodge, I would say that I find nothing in it which
oconflict®, in the Jeast, with the opinion above expressed. If it was
contemplated by this section that the ballot for advancement should
not be spread at other than regular communications, I think it would
have been explicit upon that point. The second sentence would have
been made to read something like this :—*“ No ballot for degrees shall
be had in any but a Master’s Lodge,” at reqular communications,  and

_not for more than one degree at a time.”

In my opinion, this section contemplates, or at least admits of,
balloting for advancement at special communications.

- In many jursidictions but one ballot is had for the three degrees,
unless called for by a member of the lodge, at some stage of advance-
ment. A vote simply, is taken, as to proficiency.

The wording of our petitions conveys the idea of but one ballot
for the three degrees. They read,—“Is desirous of becoming a
member thereof if found worthy,” and certainly no one can become
a member of a lodge until he is a Master Mason.

BY-LAWS.

We make the following extracts from correspondence upon the
new “ Code of By-Laws” :

Question.—Are lodges obliged to procure the new Code of By-
Laws of the Grand Secretary ?

Answer—No : get them wherever they can be furnished best and
cheapest. It is presumed, however, that our Grand Secretary can
furnish them cheaper than the same style of work can be had else-
where.

Question.—1s a lodge obliged to procure any particular number
of copies? If not, will the adoption of the “ Code” fulfill the re-
quirements of the Grand Lodge? .

Answer—There is no regulation limiting the number of copies
which each lodge shall purchase, but it is expected that every subor-
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dinate lodge will provide a sufficient quantity to supply each member
with a oopy, and for this reason, if for no other, simply the adoption
of the “Code” will scarcely meet the requirements of the Grand
Lodge. Every brother is entitled to a copy of the By-Laws of his
lodge ; otherwise he cannot be held accountable for disobeying rules
which they contain.

TABLE TALK.—-NUMBER II.
BY GOTTFRIED.

“They may write against it, the Pope may thunder his direst
anthamas against it, religious fanatics may preach against it, hypooriti-
eal and subtle politicians may call national oconventions and unite
their cunning with the hatred of bigotry and the virulent zeal of
fanaticism against it in the organiszation of the anti-secret societies,
yet all this will not avail ; it will live—it must live—it can not diel”

Thus sententiously, and apparently unconciously, muttered
Barney Hagerman, laying a side the daily paper over which he had been
pouring for at least an hour, and knocking the ashes out of his pipe
on the chair arm, as he leaned back in his chair.

“ What must live, Barney?” I inquired.

¢« Free Masonry,” returned he.

“Yes, Barney,” I continued, “but how can you presume to pre-
dict in relation to the duration or destiny of Masonry, “when you, not
being a member of the order, can know but little of its elements of
duration, or of its combining forces and influences?”’

“Do you suppose me to be an ox, or an ass? or what do you
take me for?” _

¢ Neither an ox nor an ass, Barney, but for an honest middle aged
bachelor, with a well turned and most formal iron gray side whisker
of a past age; afraid of a pretty woman and of Free Masonry, yet
always praising the one and commending the other.”

“Do you suppose I am entirely ignorant of your mystic order?
Have I not read everything in relation to it that has come to my hands?
Have I not closly watched its influences upon all the social relations?
Have I not noted the power it wields in all our institutions, civil and
religious, public and private, foreign and domestic? Did I not attend
your great National Convention in Chicago in 18597 And did I not
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then and there sce what kind of stuff Free Masonry was made of ?”

“You certainly were not admitted to the sessions of the Gen-
aral Grand Chapter of the United States, and of the Grand Encamp-
ment of Knights Templar?”

“No,” replied Barney Hagerman, “I was not admitted to the
sessions of those Grand Bodies, but I was there then in the city; and
I suppose I could observe the members at their hotels, on the streets
and at places of public entertainment and amusement?! I was also

" present at their magnificient banquet at the Tremont House. A friend
procured me a ticket which admitted me as a spectator.”

“And, pray, what could you learn there?”

“Enough to teach me that Masonry can never die. The
assemblage at that banquet embraced the greatest number of distin-
guished men —great men—that I ever saw together. I mean men
distinguished for moral worth and intellectual ability. There were
men whose names are interwoven with the history of our country, others
whose literary fame is world-wide. There were statesmen, senators, con-
gressmen; chief justices, judges, lawyers; doctors, clergymen, editorsj
merchants, mechanics, farmers; governors, ex-governors and military
leaders. There were every complexion and shade of religious faith, Catho-
lics, Jews, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Baptists, Methodists, Unitarians,
Universalists, and Swedenborgians; all met upon one common level of
equality. There is a might, a power, a moral force in an aggregation
of intellect. I felt it on that occasion. In fact, I was overwhelmed
by the imposing plainness, nay simplicity and unpretending dignity
of this assemblage of great minds. There was no acting for effect. A
cordial and earnest faith, a calm and lofty thought, and a pure and
quiet dignity marked the conduct of these men in all they said
and did. :

“This banquet was held after the grand bodies had closed, and
on the occasion of final seperation of these remarkable men; and, as
a final denouement, what do you think they did? They arose to
their feet, and each one crossing his arms upon his chest, siezed the
hands of those on each side of him, thus forming a continuous chain
around the immense banquet table—some two or three hundred mens
representing every state in the union; thus standing they sang Burns'

Farewell :
“adien, & heart-warm fond adien,

Dear brothers of the mystic tie,” &o.
Many of them wept; in fact there were few, if any, who did not. I



TABLE TALK. 79

could not reprees my tears; neither could Reuben Mitten who sat next
me, and we were only spectators.

“As these great, broad chested, strong hearted men raised their
voives, in oconcert, their hands thus united, I comprehended the
moral force of Free Masonry, and I whispered to Reuben Mitten, that
Masonry could not die,—that, in its elements, it contained a strength
that oould not be countervailed —a force that could not be overcome.

“I have just been reading the proceedings of an Anti-Masonic
Convention at Chicago, and after reading the twaddle and fiddle de
dee that marked that conventian, my mind went back to that ban-
quet, and again I saw in fancy those great and. good men, stand-
ing with united hands in an invulnerable halo of moral strength
and diguity; and again I heard those strong, low-keyed voices
swell up in harmony, and floating away off towards heaven, and, un-
conciously I spoke just as I thought, and said that Masonry cannot die.

] am not a Mason, as you know, nor will I ever be, in all proba-
bility; but it vexes me to see full grown men, like children, play the
fool as these Anti-Masons do, and make such consummate and inexcus-
able fools of themselves in their endeavor to make fools of others.
What can they effect by their conventions? just as much as your little
dog Coley does by barking at the moon.

“0O wad some power the giftie gle us.
To see oursels as ithers see us,”

said Barney Hagerman, re-filling and lightning his pipe; and, finely
fixing his feet upon the window sill, he resumed his daily paper, and
leaned backed in his chair, while wreathes of the smoke of the
aromatic weed curled and circled around his high benovelent forehead.

The Dispatch reprints an article from the Evergreen, on the
the clergy, and their relation to Masonry, in which it is asserted that
during the past twenty years there have been in Dubuque twenty
ministers of the gospel, living in the city, many of whom were made
Masons there without fee, only four of whom took anything like a
lLively interest in the institution, and the interest of two of these four
died out 80 soon as they had filled the oriental chair! Most of these
ministers were willing to receive the Aonors of Masonry on festive days,
&ec., but shrunk away from bearing the burdens of labor. We blush
10 add that this is true of other localities than Dubuque, Iowa.
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SAINT JOHN’S DAY.

From information obtained from various sources, we are led to
infer that Saint John’s Day was generally celebrated by the Fraternity.
The Grand Master was at Holly, where some two thousand brethrem
joined in the festivities, and the Grand Lecturer and Visitant, Henry
M. Look, delivered the eloquent addrees which we give entire in
this number. The proceedings were reported in a De&mt. paper
from which we give the following :

HorLy, June 24.

“ By far the largest Masonic celebration ever held in Northern
Michigan was held to-day at this place. Early in the morning the
densely crowded trains began to arrive, and as they discharged their
living freight, were weloomed with salvos of artillery. The attendance
exceeded all expectation. The vast crowd was variously estimated at
from 5,000 to 8,000 persons. Over two thousand Masons were in
line, including nearly three hundred Kuights Templar in full uniform.
The proceedings were under the immediate charge of the.Grand
Lodge of the State.

The procession formed at about 11 o’clock, in Masonic order, the
Knights Templar escorting the Grand Lodge, followed by Royal Arch
Masons, Master Masons and citizens, the whole forming a column over
a mile and a half in length. By the efficient efforts of the chief
marshal, Col. Samuel E. Beach, of Pontiac, the most perfect order
was maintained throughout the entire day.

It was nearly an hour after the arrival at the grove before the
immense throng could be sufficiently composed to permit of the com-
mencement of the regular exercises of the day. After a few excellent
words of welcome from A. G. Comstock, Esq., the following was the
order of exercises :

1. Music, choir.

2. Opening address, A. T. Metcalf, M. W. Grand Master.

3. Prayer, Rev. Grand Chaplain.

4. Music, choir.

6. Oration, Hon. Henry M. Look, R. W. Grand Visitant and
Lecturer.

6. Music, Band.

The brethren with their ladies then adjourned to the tables,
where was served one of the finest out-door banquets of which it has
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ever been our lot to partake. It was provided entirly by the ladies
* of Holly, and in quality, quantity, and the polite and attentive manner
in which it was served, did the highest credit to the fair providers.

Your reporter was unable to procure a list of the numerous
Lodges and Chapters present. Commanderies of Knights Templar
were present from Pontiac, Flint, Corrunna, St. Johns, Fenton, Saginaw
and Bay City, with quite a number from Detroit, though Detroit Com-
mandery did not attend in a body. Bands of music from Pontiae,
Holly, Flint and Fenton, furnished excellent music for the occasion.

The remarks of the Grand Master were as follows :

My Fellew-citizens, Ladies and Gentlemen :

To the members of our Order it is unnecessary for me to state
the cause of our gathering, ag they are all familiar with the objects,
but to you who are not Masons I will say a word, that you may know
why it is the members of our Fraternity, upon this day, lay aside
their usual daily avocations, and, clothed in white gloves and aprons,
join in the indulgence of innocent festivity.

The twenty-fourth of June has long been observed and celebrated
a8 3 Masonic jubilee by nearly every civilized nation of the earth. It
is the anniversary of the natal day of St. John the Baptist, one of the
patrons of our Order, and to whom, with St. John the Evangelist, our
lodges at the present day are dedicated. It is not so much on account
of his being an eminent disciple of the Christian religion that Masons
bave chosen him for a patron saint, for Masonry embraces within its
folds men of every religious creed, but because he was an eminent
petron of our Order, distinguished alike for his exalted virtues, and
his many deeds of eharity ; because he sealed with his blood the purity
of his motives, his high calling and inflexibility of purpose. It is
not strange, then, that we, as Masons, hail this anniversary as a time
vhen we can lay aside our cares and labors for awhile, and enter with
festival spirit into the enjoyment of a happy holiday.

It is with great pleasure, my brethren, that I am enabled to greet
t many of you upon this occasion, and it is with no slight degree of
mtisfaction that I behold so many Templars, clad in their knightly
costume ; and I am no less pleased to see the occasion graced by the
presence of so many ladies, for when woman smiles an approval, all
our labors are turned into recreations, and all our cares become pleas-
wes. It has been said by some old fogy, that women are not admitted
% nembers of our lodges, because Masonry teaches us to labor and to
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bear those burdens of life which she is unable to endure. Now at the
risk of being expelled from the institution, I propose to let out the
real secrét upon this subject, and have the matter settled, at least so
far as this part of the country is concerned. The reason is simply
this : should ladies be allowed the privilege of attending our meetings,
the flame of love would be kindled in the breasts of our brethren;
and, of course, the “ green-eyed monster ” would then creep into their
hearts, and then our brotherly love would soon “play out” for the
sisterly sort, the hours of refreshment would be rather too refreshing
to make a prompt return to labor very desirable.

Let me assure you, my lady friends, that if Masonry hes apy
benefite—if it confers any favors—upon you, though perhaps in a silent,
but unmistakable, manner—it bestows its highest blessings.

May your generous smiles ever approve and encourage our
Masonic gatherings, and the institution will not fail to « bless and
baptize you in the bright light of its love.” '

As Masons, we are taught that when engaged in any great and
laudable undertaking, we should first implore the blessing of Deity.
Let us, therefore, in accordance with this ancient usage, before
entering upon the ceremonies of this day, reverently bow our heads
and ask the Grand Architect of the Universe to so direct our steps
that all we may do may be done to His honor and glory.

The Grand Master, at the close of his remarks, introduced the
orator of the day, Henry M. Look, of Pontiac, R. W. Grand Visitant
and Lecturer.

Holly Lodge deserves the highest credit for the successful manner
in which its members have orignated and carried through this monster
entertainment. Kverywhere present, and everywhere courteous,
prompt, and generously attentive, were Hon. Bela Cogshall, T. A.
Patterson, A. G. Comstock and C. C. Waldo, Esqrs., and others of ita
members.  Their indefatigable zeal and bounteous hospitality will be
long and gratefully remembered by the craft. As the crowded trains
moved off, hundreds of hands waved adieu, and the day closed upon
one of the happiest festivals which this beautiful village has ever
witnessed.

At Monroe the day was also celebrated in an appropriate manner
Bro. A. G. Hibbard delivered a very eloquent and interegting addrees,
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which we would be glad to lay before our readers. in some fauture
number. We give the following from an exchange :

“At an early hour large numbers from various portions of the
country arrived in this city, and by noon a large crowd was in attend-
ance, notwithstanding the somewhat forbidding aspect of the weather.
At about ten o’clock the procession formed on Washington street, and
was composed of the following lodges of Masons, and headed by Vet-
ter’s fine silver band : Eureka Lodge, No. 107; Monroe Lodge, No.
27; Hiram Lodge, No. 110, from Flat Rock, Wayne county ; Blanch-
ard Lodge, No. 102, Petersburg; Russell Lodge, 144, Lambertville.
The procession was a very long one, and made a fine appearance.
Arrived at Noble’s Grove, the following order of exercises was
observed, Hon. Lewis Darral acting as president of the day:

1. Music, by silver band.
2. Song, by the choir.
Prayer, by Mr. Scott.
Oration, by A. G. Hibbard, Esq., of Detroit.
Song, by choir.
Music. by band.
Dinner.
Musie.
9. Benediction. .

10. Song— Auld Lang Syne.”

11. Music, by band.

The address of Mr. Hibbard was an exceedingly fine one, and very
much enjoyed by all who heard it. His remarks were based upon the
three rounds of the Masonic ladder, ¢ Faith, Hope and Charity,”
which he wove into his address in the most beautiful language—
showing how closely allied to all the best interests of society are those
of the Masonic Order. The address throughout was replete with -
beautiful thoughts happily expressed, and added greatly to the interest
and pleasure of the occasion.

The vocal music was presided over by Prof. Rosa, in an able and
skillful manner, and was a pleasant feature of the entertainment.
The singing was fine, a pleasant accompaniment to the voices being
supplied by one of prof. Rosa’s rich-toned organs. The repast was
all that the most fastidious could desire, abounding with the delicacies
of the season—to which ample justioe was done by the participants,
numbering nearly s thousand. So ample had been the provisions for

PuB o p®
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the guests, that nearly a cart-load of edibles remained untouched after
the banquet, which were this morning distributed to the poor of the city.
The occasion was a most enjoyable one, and those from abroad
left in the evening trains well pleased with the efforts of their Monroe
brethren. The lodges in the county are in a flourishing condition,
those particularly in this city being in an unusual promising state.

The following comes from our corresponding editor, Dr. Rix, and
gives a description of the good time enjoyed by the brethren on the
24th of June, at

GALESBURGH.

In company with about two hundred Sir Knights, Companions
and Brothers, we took the special train on the morning of St. John’s
Day, at Kalamazoo, for Galesburg, whither we had been invited to
attend and aid in celebrating the birth of our great Patron Saint in
Masonry, St. John the Baptist. We were accompanied by two silver
cornet bands, which discoursed ‘sweet music” to their very apprecia-
tive listeners, during fhe brief journey, which added much to the
pleasure of the trip.

Arriving at the depot, we were met by the delegations that had
previously arrived, and escorted to the Masonic Hall where at Aigh
twelve a Lodge of Master Masons was opened by the Dr., M. W. Alfred,
W. M.; and at one o’clock P. M., the procession was formed, under
direction of the Marshals, in the following order:

: Three Khights Templar, as Pioneers.

Stacy’s Cornet Band. ’

Peninsular Commandery, No. 8 Knights Templar.

Tyler.

Great Lights supported by two Stewards with white rods.
Royal Arch Masons.

Kalamazoo Silver Cornet Band.

Three Stewards with Silver Vessels of Corn, Wige and Oil.
Apprentices.

10. Fellow Craft.

11. Master Masons; Officers at the rear acoording to rank.

12. Orator and Chaplain.

13. Bword Bearer.

There were in this procession some four or five hundred members
of the “Mystio tie,” and I must say that the display surpassed any-

Ll o o L
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thing of the kind I ever witnessed outside the larger cities.” After
marching through several of the principal streets, we repaired to the
Fair Grounds where we found the large amphitheater already nearly
filled with the knowing ones, who had taken “time by the forelock,” in
order to secure seats convenient to the speaker’s stand. They were
very obliging, however, and readily gave way to those who wore the badge.

The ocrowd was variously estimated at from two to three
thousand. All listened with the most intense interest to the eloquent
and very able address of our worthy brother Sir Knight, W. C.
Ransom, Esq.

The following programme of exercises was carried out on the
oocasion.

1. Music by the Band.

2. Prayer by the Chaplain.

Music by Band.

Oration by brother W. C. Ransom.
Music by Band.

Benediction.

Dinner.

Sentiments and Musiec.

. Closing.

Peace and harmony prevailed throughout, and every one felt that
it was good to be there. It was universally acknowledged that the
address was one of the very best. It was eloquent and scholarly. We
would like very much to give it.to our readers, but our limited space
in this number will not permit. In some future number, (with the
consent of Bro. Ransom,) we will give it in full.

I came very near forgetting to speak of the dinner prepared
by mine host, P. Cornell, of the House. It was superb, and our
appetites did honor to the occasion. T. R.

ORI D ;P

The writer (W. J. C.) spent St. John’s at Gardner, Ill., a portion
of that figate which has been almost constantly inundated with water
since last April. The roads were next to impassible, and some of
them entirely 8o, which prevented the attendance of many who other-
wise would have been present to enjoy the festivities. @A shower in
the morning prevented our celebrating in the grove, but a church was
opened for our use, and well filled with attentive listeners, and all went
off satisfactory. We are under great obligations to the brethrer there,
Dr. MeMann, W. M., in -particular. May his shadow never ba lees.
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WRITE.

It is hoped that the Brotherhood throughout the State will take
an interest in THE MicEHIGAN FREEMASON, and not only aid the
Publishers in procuring a patronage for the journal which will put
it on a living basis, but also aid the Editors by reporting Masonic in-
telligence from all parts of the jurisdiction, and by writing for its
pages. This magazine has been commenced for the special benefit of
the Order in Michigan, and its pages will always be open to the
brothers. Indeed, we wish to have them regard it as their journal, as
much as ours, in everything that relates to the welfare of the craft.

And where the brethren are not in the habit of writing for the
press, if they will send us written statements of whatever may occur
in their several localities, which will be of interest to the craft
generally, we will put the matter in shape for the printer, and give it a
place in the Michigan Department of the magazine. It will be seen
that we have enlarged this Department to sixteen pages. This will
give ample room for the Grand Master’s Decisions, and also reports
from various parts of the jurisdiction, of whatever may be of import-
ance to the Fraternity.

Now, brethren, aid us all you can to make this Department of
TaE MicHIGAN FREEMASON interesting and useful. Remember that
all have an equal right to a place in these pages, provided the articles
sent us are written in the spirit and interest of Masonry. We design to
make this journal the organ of Masonry in this Grand Jurisdiction.

EXCHANGES.

We have received from Messrs. T. 8. Arthur & Son, of Philadel-
phia, 1st, Arthur’s Home Magazine, one of the very best monthlies
issued on the continent for ladies, and only $2.00 per annum, single ;
eight copies, and one to getter up of club, for $12.00. 2d.Once a Month,
a new first-olase magasine made up of pure literature for all olasses of
either sex : $2.00 per year ; ten copies, $15.00. 3d. The Children’s
Hour, which excels anything we have yet seen, in the beauty of its
iHustrations, and the general attractiveness of ita reading for the little
folks. Terms—81.25 per year. All three of these truly valuable
magazines are sent to any address for $4.00. .
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The Ladies’ Friend is also on our table, finely illustrated, and
rivaling, if not excelling, the most expensive ladies’ magasines. Its
fashion plates are exquisite.

New music, from Root & Cady of Chicago, will be suitably
noticed in our next. It is of a superior order, and we commend this
firm as among the most extensive and reliable in the West.

The Masonic Monthly and Freemason’s Monthly Magazine of
Boston ; Mystic Star, of Chicago; Trowel, of Springfield; Masonic
Record, of Nashville; Keystone, of Philadelphia; and Kentucky Free-
mason, of Frankfort ; are on our table, and are welcome visitors. The
Review, of Cincinnati, and Evergreen, of Burlington, Iowa, are not
received.

GrAND CoMMANDERY.—An article giving the doings of this
grand body, at its seesion in Detroit, on June 1st and 2d, is received
too late for the present number. It will appear in our next.

Wae give a large portion of our Michigan Department to reporta
of the doings on St. John’s Day. They will be read with interest,
especially by our brethren living within this State. In general we
shall give more variety in this department of our journal.

THE Grand Master of Alabama granted dispensations for nine
new lodges, during the last year, and the Grand Lodge added another
to the list.

ERRATA.—The last number of our magazine went to press while
we were absent, so the proof reading was trusted to others. Bya
blunder one form went to press without the revised proof correction,
in which were the two contributions of Brother Coffinbury. In the
poem, third stanza and second word of third line, read love for low,
and on twentieth line from top on page 28, read godhood for godhead.
Other errors oocurred which we trust to the reader to correct.

HorxL CounTESIES.—When in the city our headquarters will
be at the Kalamazoo Houee, which is immediately opposite our printing
office, and is a hotel we can commend to the patronage of the public.

We have been laid under obligations by the proprietors of the
Pke Howe at Niles, Biddle House st Detroit, and Teagarden, at La
Porte, Ind. Theee are all first-class hotels.
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Bro. F. G. Tisdall, the former editor of the Masonic department
of the New York Courier, and who has recently been out of health,
has 8o far recovered as to resume his editorial labors, and will edit a
Masonic department in Pomeroy’s Democrat.

‘Be sure to read Bro. Coffinbury’s story, True Wealth. It will
ocontinue through the volume, and take on more or less of a Masonic
character, and of itself will be richly worth the subscription price of
our journal. : .

Masonio CHART.—AS will be seen by the advertisement on our
cover, Bro. Moore of Lawton, continues to publish his beautiful Masonie
chart. It is a beautiful ornament for the parlor.

WeBB’'s MoNITOR.—We are under obligations to Bro. James
Fenton, for a beautiful copy of this excellent monitor. It is gotten
up in the best style, and should be in the hands of every brother,
especially the Masters of lodges. Address Bro. Fenton at Detroit.
Price, $1.00.

We would call particular attention to Messrs. Thos. Chatterton &
. Co’s Card, and remark to our merchant patrons that when visiting
New York they will find it to their advantage to call on Bro. E. E.
Thorne, one of the firm, who has had many yearf”+xperience in
serving Michigan trade.

Bro. William Moore, a resident of New Lisbon, Ohio, was born
in Ireland in 1777, made a Mason in 1799, and has therefore been a
member of the Jnstitution seventy years. He is still warm in his
attachment for the craft, and proud of his seventy years membership.
So says the Freemason’s Monthly Magazine.

The Mystic Star, Masonic Record, and Freemason’s Monthly
Magazine, for August are on our table—all well filled.

ApVERTISE~—The MIcHIGAN FREEMASON already goes into
all parts of the State, and will soon be the best medium of advertising
in the State. We solicit a limited amount of first-class advertise-
ments, and will take no other.

Our associate, Dr. Rix, recently spent a few days very pleasantly
at Chicago. He had only one embarrassment~—his money would’nt
pass!
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MASONIC ORATION.

Note.—The following address was delivered by Rev. Bro. N. 8. Sage,
of Logansport, Ind., at Galveston, on the recent 8aint John'’s anniversary. It
is a very able and practical effort, and we are sure it will repay a careful perusal
on the part of all our readers.

BRETHREN :—The events of another year have been added to
our Masonic history; and we have met again, on this the anniversary
of the birth of St. John the Baptist, an eminent Christian patron of
our beloved Order, to congratulate ourselves upon the prosperity which
has attended us—to thank God for his continued mercies, and to
renew our pledge of fraternal love and obligation. The events of the
past year have all been propitious, and have tended to unite us more
closely in fraternal feeling, proving that the noble and glorious work,
of which the various implements represented upon the Master’s carpet
are emblematic, has not been in vain. As at the building of King
Solomon’s Temple, at Jerusalem, which has ever been regarded as the
perfection of architectural beanty and symmetry, there was not heard
the sound of an axe, or any tool of iron, 8o no sound of discord has
been heard through our mystic Temple, during the past year; no con-
fusion has arisen to disturb its peace, or mar the general harmony.
This fact, duly considered, must draw from the heart of every true
Mason, and of every lover of peace and social order, a lively expression
of deep gratitude to that God who  holds the wind in his fists” and
controls the destinies of all things. Masonry is, indeed, rising in im-
portance the wide world over; and a respectful consideration is ac-

corded to it, wherever its object is known, or its influence is felt. It
$—~VOL. I X0. 1IL.
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is permanently impressing itself upon the age in which we live. And
as its practical workings are becoming better understood by the great
outside world, and, above all, we ourselves feel more surely the sacred
obligations which it imposes, the people, pointing to us as an example,
gay, ¢ Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity.”” The strong links by which we are bound together
are “ Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth.” Where these bonds prevail
no ropes or cords are necessary. No penal enactments are needed;
for such as are bound by these links, become a law unto themselves,
and are actuated by that love and tender regard for the general welfare
that constitute the fulfillment of the law, and the whole duty of
man. No matter what the general hearer may think of the insti-
tution of Free Masonry, all must acknowledge that there is no relation
on earth, among men, more worthy of encouragement by the wise, the
good, and the true, than the fraternal—no feeling that should be more
sacredly regarded, or more assiduously cultivated, than that which
binds man in the unity of Brotherhood. And, therefore, that form of
society i productive of the greatest amount of peace and happiness to
human society, that is most firmly rooted in the unity of man with his
.brother man. That form of religion will ultimately prevail, and that
form of State government will be the most lasting and permanent—
will achieve the highest success, that best cultivates the fraternal re-
lations among its subjects. Thus, harmony founded on the principle
which underlies the command which dropped from the lips of Him
who “ spake as never man spake” when He said : ¢ Thou shalt love
thy neighbor as thyself,” is a most desirable element in all society.
And members of the Masonic Fraternity may well congratulate them-
selves, that there is no more distinguishing feature in their ancient
and time-honored institution than that which binds them together,
not 8o much by the external bonds of membership, as by the internal
oneness of kind, neighborly feeling, and sympathy, whose invisible cords
are surprisingly potent, and doubly so to the outside wondering world.
This spirit of brotherly love and unity, as exemplified in the lessons
taught by both ancient and modern Freemasonry, is so nearly allied
to that of the Christian relegion that, from among the professorso
this religion, it numbers many of its most faithful and zealous devotees
and supporters. Indeed, we have good reason for believing that both
St. John the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist were earnest and
devoted patrons of our Order. And, therefore, since their day, in
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lands blessed by the light of Christian truth, all Masonic lodges are
dedicated to them. Hence, the Christian Mason is bound by a double
tie; and in walking within the circle of his duty, he is admonished
not to go beyond his Masonic covenent on one hand, nor to shun the
counsels of revealed religion on the other. Truly, my brethren, as
we have often heard, while the unruly passions of our natures are thus
securely guarded and restrained, it will be impossible for us to mate-
rially err.  'While treading within this magic circle, we are taught to
regard the whole human race as one vast family, the high and the low,
the rich and the poor, bound before |God, the infinite Father of all,
by a common tie, and united to each other by a common necessity,
friendship and Brotherhood. Upon this grand principle, Masonry
seeks to unite men of every country, sect, and opinion. Continually
reminded by its teachings, of our mutual dependence, it bids us sooth
the unhappy, sympathize with the unfortunate, and join heart and
hand with the good and true everywhere, to promote the peace of our
fellow men.

Its lessons concerning the Cardinal Vitues— Temperance, Forti-
tude, Prudence and Justice—are imparted by the use of such striking
and beautiful symbolry that the true Mason cannot soon forget them.
And under the influence of these lessons, the Mason whose heart has
been truly prepared to receive them, must become a peaceful and law-
abiding citizen, a kind and affectionate husband, a sympathizing friend
and brother, a loving and considerate father. While kneeling at her
sacred altar, he is taught the true boundry line which our Great
Light—the Holy Bible—has thrown around individual conduct; to
keep his passions and desires circumseribed within due bounds; to
square his actions by the rule of moral virtue, as laid down in the
Bible ; to walk circumspectly before the world, ever remembering that
we are & band of sojourners ‘ traveling together upon the level of time
to that undiscovered country from whose bourne no traveler returns.”
From its lesson of Temperance, he is admonished to avoid excess, or
contracting any licentious or vicious habit, the indulgence of which
might bring reproach upon the institution, or mar the peace of those
with whom he is associated in life. From the lesson of Fortitude, he
learns, in the hour of peril and danger, to rely upon God with the full
assurance that faith in Him is well founded—a lesson which while
yet in blindness and ignorance, is so forcibly impressed upon his mind
that it is continually before him. When for the first time he “stands
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as a just and upright Mason,” to receive his lesson of Prudence, he is
given a “ new name” which is to become his talisman from henceforth
enabling him to regulate his life and actions agreeable to the dictates
of reason, to wisely judge, and prudently determine, on all things
relative to his present, as well as his future happiness. And concern-
ing Justice, he is taught to deal upon the square with his fellows, to
render to all that which is due, without respect to persons. This
virtue is the cement and support of ecivil society. Without this vir-
tue, all society would crumble into ruin, and eternal discord would
reign supreme. ¢ As Justice in a great measure constitutes the real
good man, the Mason is taught never to deviate from the minutest
principle thereof.”

Rising another step upon the ladder which reaches to the Sanc-
tum sanctorum of our beautiful Temple, he now learns the difference
between operative and speculative Masonry ; that Masonry and Greome-
try were originally synonymous terms, referring to the beauty and sym-
metry of material superstructure. And hence, speculative Masonry
refers to the beauty of the moral character that it is made the duty of
every Free and Accepted Mason to establish for himself. Having
been previously taught the symbolic use of the Gavel in fitting the
rough ashlar for the builder’s use, he learns, also, that the Plumb, the
Square, the Level, and the Trowel, have a purpose in the great life
work before him, in perfecting that symmetry of character that should
be the possession of every member of the Craft. The operative Ma-
son begins his work first, in taking the rough material from the bed of
the quarry; then, by regular advancement, by fitting the finished stone
into the wall, stately edifices are reared, the beauty of which becomes
the admiration of every beholder. In like manner man is taken in
his rude, uncultivated, uneducated condition, and instructed in all
things good, true and noble. In the work of preparing the rough
stone for the builder’s use, the Gavel, you perceive, becomes an indi-
spensible instrument. After the work is measured by the Guage, the
workman commences to break off the superfluous and angular corners,
fitting the stone for the place it is designed to occupy in the building.
But the speculative Mason is taught to use the Gavel symbolically, for
a more glorious object. Morally, he uses it for the purpose of divest-
ing his mind and conscience of all the vices and imperfections of life;
thereby enabling him to walk uprightly as a Free and Accepted Crafts-
man, worthy of the vocation to which he has been chosen, to have an eye

4
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single to the promotion of all things good and true, fitting and prepar-
ing his mind as a living stone to go into the walls of a living, intel-
lectual moral, and spiritual edificc—even into the house of immor-
tality not made with hands eternal in the heavens.

The operative workman in Masonry devotes his attention to the
erection of material superstructures, such as are designed to perpetuate
the memory of the dead, and for the comfort and convenience of the
liing. But the Free and Accepted Mason is building for the eternal
living, imperishable man; rearing a Temple that shall become a fit
dwelling place for the spirit of Almighty God. The edifices of all opera-
tive Masons will yield to the ravages of time, and crumble to the dust,
% that not one stone will be left upon another; but the work of the
speculative Mason is for all time. The sands of the mind’s immortal
existence will never run out. Hence the speculative Mason is build-
ing for endless ages.

The Plumb, the Square, the Level, and the Trowel are all work-
ing tools which belong to the operative builder. In order to cement
the walls of his superstructure, the Trowel must be judiciously applied
in such a manner as to unite the building in one common mass. But
the speculative Mason uses it in spreading the cement of brotherly-
lve and true affection, that cement which unites the Fraternity into
one sacred band of friends, among whom no contention should ever .
wrise. Emulation in good works is the only allowable contention which
can be introduced among the workmen in speculative Masonry.

By the Plumb, the speculative Craftsman is admonished to walk
vorthily of his profession, to carry himself morally upright in every
station which he is called to fill, to live creditably in all the relations
of life, before God and man.

The operative Mason uses the Square to lay off and to square his
work, 8o that when he places the stone it will rest in its proper place
and give strength and beauty to the walls of the edifice which he has
designed. But the Free and Accepted Mason discovers, in this in-
strument, the symbol of a more glorious use. By studying its moral
signification, he learns how to square his actions by the rule of moral
virtue,—that his true moral life is to obey the laws of God, and deal
justly with his fellow-men.

The level is an instrument used in operative Masonry to prove hori-
woutals and raise perpendiculars. But when used in the speculative
art, it reminds us that we are all traveling upon the Level of time to
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the shining shores of the land immortal—the land of which we are
ever reminded when we gaze upon the beautiful sprig of Acacia,
which, even when surrounded by winter's desolation, retains all the
beauty of its summer hue. The Level also teaches us equality; no
merely outward qualification, no worldly pomp, or pride of fashion, or
the glittering diamonds of earth, can direct this onc to take a low seat
in our Temple, or that one to take a high seat. It instructs each
member that, in the sight of Him, before whom we all, from the
youngest E. A. to the Master workman who presides over the Craft,
should bow with humble reverence, all are equal—that he bestows
upon the finite and erring creatures of earth and time, his manifold
blessings, in perfect harmony with his eternal and unchanging nature.
From this lesson of equality before God, arises the whole duty of the
Mason—the duty of manifesting toward the unfortunate and needy
ones of earth, that Charity

“Which lends an ear to every cry,
And asks no plea but misery."”

Bound together, as we are, by the silken cords of that Charity
which constitutes the principal step in the ladder reaching from earth
to heaven, the lowest round of which is so near to us that the humblest
child of God may place a foot thereon and climb to the realms of im-
mortal glory, it at once becomes our duty to relieve the distressed, and
sympathize with the unfortunate everywhere.

But, it may be asked, does Masonry bring all its votaries under
the influence of the good and wholesome moral lessons which it seeks
to impart ? Is there not occasionally an instance where a discordant,
unsympathizing, one-sided, misdirected person takes upon himself its
holy vows from unworthy, selfish motives; gaining an entrance, by
escaping detection of the vigilant eye that should watch over even the
outer door of the sanctuary, and then striving to make discord where
he does not even desire harmony? We have no desire to evade this
question. As much as we might wish it were otherwise, truth com-
pels us to acknowledge that there are those among us who are utterly

nworthy the name of Masons. But these are exceptional cases
which furnish no real ground for objection against the good influences
exerted by the Order upon the majority of its supporters. The
Church of Christ had a Judas, and this Government had an Arnold ;
but Judas and Arnold are such exceptions as speak rather in favor of
the good from which they fell, than against it. You would not think,
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for a moment, of judging of the moral power and influence exerted by
the Church of Christ, from the traitorous couduct of Judas Iscariot,
ror would you think of judging the patriotism of Washington, and
Green, and Marion, or of Americans generally, by the dastardly
treachery of Benedict Arnold, who, for the love of British gold, en-
tered into a horrible conspiracy to take the life of his country, and
which resulted in the death of one of the firiest specimens of military
gentility that ever adorned the army of a civilized nation—the noble,
gallant, high-toned, but, alas! the unfortunate Andre—over whose
fate the “father of his country” shed many and bitter tears. If you
would not be guilty of such weakness and want of consideration in
these respects, ought you not to be guided by the same prudence and
forethought in judging of the good or bad influence exerted by the
Masonioc fraternity, upon those who have become its voluntary devotees ?
Leaving this question without further notice or argument, I pass to
remark, what every Mason recognizes as a fundamental truth of the
Order, viz: Membership in a Masonic Lodge does not constitute a man
a Mason, in the true sense of the word, any more than a mere nominal
assent to the divine efficacy of the Christian religion, without an hon-
est and faithful endeavor to practice the moral duties which it enjoins,
renders a man a true Christian and follower of Christ. “He only is a
Jew who is one inwardly.” Even so, he only is a Mason whose
heart has been truly prepared to receive and treasure up and practice
the moral lessons which Masonry imparts. In brief, a man must be
made a Mason inwardly before he can be made one outwardly. It is
true, a person must pass through a certain initiatory ceremony peculiar
to the Order, before he is entitled to its name, its rights and benefits :
but it seeks to distinguish itself more by its good principles and prac-
tices, than by its forms—so much more, indeed, that it may be likened
to a temple whose halls are the home of all the virtues, while its cere-
monies are but the gateway that leads to its outer court. A man who
is not a Mason may, indeed, enter the gateway; but nothing less than
true fraternal feeling and love of all good morality, will admit him to
the home of the virtues. Lacking these neceesary qualifications, if he
has the presumption to smuggle himself within the outer court, he will
probably have the extreme mortification of finding himself a trespasser,
and being marched out again. Masonry will throw its arms lovingly
and protectingly around a Brother who honestly strives to subdue his
passions, and improve the beautiful lessons that itteaches, even though
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he may, in unguarded moments, come far short of the high mark set
before him ; but, I assure you, it has no sympathy with that disposi-
tion which is hostile to virtue, indifferent to harmony, and is ready to
make no sacrifices for the general welfare of his fellow-men.

Against an institution, thus founded upon the highest known
principles of virtue, what valid objection can be urged? Various ob-
jections have, from time to time, been brought up as reasons why the
institution should be discountenanced by those who are engaged in ef-
forts looking to the moral renovation of the world. Among these, we
shall notice briefly those which have become the most popular, and are,
in the estimation of those who urge them, deemed the most important.
1st, It is said that those, who in early life become connected with the
Order, seldom or never attach themselves to any branch of the Chris-
tian Church, and justify themselves in this course by saying that to
be a just and upright Mason, practicing the moral duties it enjoins, is
religion enough for them. There may be those among us who have
said this and think it true, but that this is a general feeling among the
members of the Fraternity, is not admissible. Facts prove that a ma-
jority of the leading “lights” in the Fraternity are members of some
branch of the Church, and Masonry, instead of being a hindrance to
the Christian life, becomes & most useful auxiliary. It does not claim
to be a Christian institution. It claims to be older than Christianity,
but, at the same time, its spirit is in perfect harmony with that upon
which the Christian religion is founded. 2d. It is objected that the
object of the Order is to secure some ecclesiastical or political end,
and hence it is deatined to work no good to the world. To show you
that there is no rational ground for such an objection, I need only to
point you to facts that come clearly within your own knowledge. At
the altar of Masonry there are found members of every political or-
ganization. Now were it 8eeking a political end, this fact alone would
sever the cord by which ita votaries are bound, and undermine forever
that peace and ha.rmon'y which constitutes the strength and support of
all institutions, especially this. To guard against the strife which
political controversies naturally engender, conversation upon, or any
reference to, the issues that may from time to time divide, or give
rise to political organizations, are, by the rules of the Order, entirely
forbidden during Lodge hours. Each brother is permitted to enjoy
his own views upon these matters, and it is the highest boast of Free
Masonry that it unites, by the cement of brotherly-love, persons who



MASONIC ORATION. 97

widely differ upon matters pertaining to our political, moral, and
social interests. These remarks apply with equal appropriateness to
the objection that our Order has ecclesiastical designs. Members of
all religious denominations meet within the Lodge room, upon a com-
mon level, and together bow around our altar and acknowledge their
belief in, and consequent accountability to the Great I AM—the Su-
preme Architect of the Universe. And such is the tenacity with
which Masonry adheres to this truth that no Atkeist can be made a
Mason! And here, too, in the theological world, the genius of our
institution is most fully displayed. You all know what a powerful in-
fluence sectarian prejudice and bigotry wields over the minds of men.
Masonry has a tendency to mitigate, and in many instances it has been
known to utterly destroy this spirit of sectarian jealousy and animosi-
ty. It causes persons who widely differ upon questions which have
risen from Christian theology, to unite in schemes looking to the ele-
vation and advancement of the world. While it exercises this good
and wholesome influence over its supporters, it asks us to compromise
no opinions which we may entertain upon any political or religious
question ; but it quickens within us a sense of the duties which we
owe to our fellow-men, and induces us to work together for the general
good of all, in the spirit of that charity “which thinketh no evil.”
3d. It is objected that Masopry is a secret institution. This we readily
grant. But it is secret only in its method of recognition, between
brother and brother, and the manner of imparting the lessons which it
seeks to enforce upon those who have been found worthy to receiveits
honors. Many honestly suppose that secrecy is a great crime; and
yet, strange as it may appear, we almost invariably find such persons
practicing it as a virtue, in their business relations in life, and in their
family government. To illustrate: A and B are engaged in some le-
gitimate enterprise. For mutual aid and protection they form a ce-
partnership. Each is in possession of some private or secret matter
pertaining alone to the business in which he is engaged. This secret
if revealed might not do the world any particular harm, neither would
it do the world any good ; but kept between the parties interested, the
world receives its benefit, and satisfied therewith, it seeks not to pry
into the private affairs of those most immediately concerned. So with
the family government. In all well-regulated households there are
certain secrets, proper and right in themselves, and the purposes
sought to be obtained, but which, if revealed to the world, would cause
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an infinite deal of injury. Perhaps a loved child, in an unguarded
hour, may have yielded to the wiles of the Tempter, and stepped aside
from the flowery pathway of virtue. No parent, feeling a proper sense
of duty and obligation to his child, and through him or her to society,
would think of braying the child's shame to the world, under the false
impression that it is wrong to keep a secret. But on the contrary,
locking the sin within the “repository of a faithful breast,” he will go
to the “most retired chamber” of the erring one, clasp him in his
arms, and having gained the heart so lately estranged, the “instructive
tongue” will pour such words of wisdom and sweet counsel within the
“listening ear” that the power of the Tempter shall be broken forever,
and his child be induced to return to virtue and love once more.
Many good people attach a false idea to this word, sccret. They
make it a synonym for deceit, trickery and fraud. This is all wrong,
88 your own good sense must tell you, when you reflect seriously upon
the matter, in the light of the few facts, and commonplace illustrations
to which we have called your attention. Secrecy is a great and im-
portant virtue, nccessary for both social and personal happiness and
peace. No one can be truly happy, or contribute largely to the hap-
piness of others, who has not learned the great importance of keeping
a vigilant guard at the door of his lips. Families and neighborhoods
are kept in a constant uproar where this virtue is not cultivated. So-
cieties, political and religious, can only be preserved from utter ruin
and overthrow by due observance of this virtue. On a matter of such
importance as this, the sacred Scriptures are not silent. The «“Wise
Man of Old” said of one who had not learned to keep a secret: “He
that goeth about as a tale-bearer revealeth secrets ; therefore, meddle
not with him.” It will be well for us to heed this admonition, which
comes to us from one who spoke from his own experience and observa-
tion. And again, mark the contrast which he draws between these
mischief-making disturbers of the peace of society, and the ““faithful
breast” which knows how and when to keep a secret : “A tale-bearer
revealeth secrets ; but he that is of a faithful spirit concealeth the mat-
ter.” Numerous other arguments, in favor of the cultivation of this
virtae, might be given ; but we shall say no more, other than to re-
mark that a Mason is not bound to conceal the errors of his brethren
from the public gaze, when wrong or injustice might be the result of
such concealment; nor, indeed, is he bound to conceal a brother's
faults at all unless he may, by so doing, induce him to see the error of
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his way, and to turn therefrom. This is the great desideratum—to
do good—and by this means prove to the world that the object of the
Order is to keep burning upon the altar of our hearts that spirit of
charity and good will, which seeks to elevate and bless all who come
within the circle of our influence. Nor should we confine our labors
oflove to the members of the Fraternity alone. The unfortunate
everywhere have a claim upon our kind offices. He whose heart is
fully imbued with the spirit of Masonry, will go out into the world
vith an ear ever open to the cries of the needy, with a heart full of
sympathy for the unfortunate, and a hand ever ready to contribute to
the relief of their distresses. May God, in his infinite mercy, bless us
and enable us to 89 live, and practice the noble lessons of our Order
that, when done with the things of earth and time, we may become fit
candidates to be received into the Grand Lodge above, whose founder
and bailder is God.

EXCLUDING VISITORS WHILE BALLOTING.

There exists in the minds of some of our most worthy Masters
of lodges, an opinion which seems to operate very much against the
welfare of our institution, which is, that upon their regular communi-
cations, while what they term the business of the lodge is being trans-
acted, they can exclude visitors ; and this business is the receiving of
reports and balloting for the candidates.  After this business (which
they term private business of the lodge) is dispatched, the doors are
thrown open to the visiting brethren, who have been waiting for an
hour or more in the ante-room. :

The reason given for this is, that the reports of committees, when
they have been unfavorable to the candidate, have been communicated
t him soon after being made known to the lodge.

Every Magon knows this to be wrong, and it is highly proper that
this evil should be guarded against, and that all just means should be
used to avert it ; but I presume this information is oftener communi-
cated by the members of the lodge than by its visitors, for it is natural
% suppose that the members of the lodge where the caudidate’s appli-
cation is received are better known to him than the visitors.

The candidate is generally a resident of the place where the lodge
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is located, and the visitors oftener come from towns adjacent ; it would
not, therefore, be at all probable that the¢se visitors would come in con-
tact with the candidate, or even have any personal acquintance with
him, most of them, after the close of the lodge, leaving town for their
several homes.

But the one who proposes the candidate is probably more familiar
with him than visitors are, and would be most likely to converse with
him on the subject. ~What would be more natural than for him to
seek the canditate, or the candidate him, in order that the result of
the proposition may be made known to him, and in communicating the
fact of his proposition having been placed before the lodge? Also to
mention its reference to a committee, and to remark that it would come
up at their next meeting, adding, perhaps, that “ you know A, B, or
C, or all of them, very well, and there is no doubt that you will be
admitted.”

The eventful evening comes, on which the report of the committee
is to be made. The candidate knows that the lodge meets this night,
and perhaps is informed by the proposer that he had better come up
to the room to be ready for initiation.

The committee report unfavorably, and the candidate is rejectcd ;
the Secretary returns the fees to the person who proposed him, who of
course seeks the candidate, to give him the information that he has
been rejected.

The proposer of course is disappointed at the result, as well as
the candidate, and it would be very natural for the proposer to ask the
candidate if he was not on good terms with the persons on the com-
mittee. Bear in mind that the names of the persons on the committee
were made known to him when his proposition was referred, no doubt
existing in the mind of the proposer of the candidate being accepted.
The cat is thus let out of the bag, and the committee are waited upon
by the candidate with the question, “ What is there you have against
me to prevent my receiving the degrees of Freemasonry?”

Now this friend who proposes him may not be aware that he has
disclosed any secrets of the lodgeroom until he here sees the result;
for if the candidate had been admitted, he would have had no ocoasion
to call upon the committee, and they would not have known that he
had had any information as to whom his case was referred, but the re-
sult being & rejection, the informer finds that he is in a dilemma i
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having disclosed the names of the committee. This is one way in
which this leakage may occur.

And again, this candidate may be an old friend of the proposer,
who is as disappointed as the candidate himself at the result, and can-
not forbear asking if he has ever had any difficulty with Mr. A or Mr.
B, intimating at once that these men were the cause of the rejection,
and thus the candidate is indirectly informed who his opponents are,
and the next step is to charge them witk this result.

Take either of these two ways of informing the candidate, and I
would ask if it is not more rational to suppose that the information
comes from a member of the lodge, rather than from a visiting brother,
who perhaps does not reside in the town, or even in the State, where
the lodge is located.

I very much doubt of an instance ever having occurred where -
any candidate was directly or indirectly informed who his committee
were by a brother visitor of a lodge. None of our worthy Masters,
who make a practice of shutting out visitors, pretend to have heard
of any case criminating them, and should one, two, or more cases be
traced to this source, I do mnot think it would justify this wholesale
exclusion.

It is not only unjust towards the visiting brethren, but to his own
lodge, who may have an unworthy candidate thrust upon them, which
the information of some visiting brother might have prevented.

And, more important still, it is unjust to the Fraternity at large,
who are as much interested in the admission of the candidate for the
honors of Masonry, as the members of the lodge before whom he pre-
sents himself for initiation.

This particular lodge is only one of the entrances to the temple of
Freemasonry; and if the candidate is received at this gate, he is ad-
mitted to equal participation in the rights and privileges which belong
to the body ; and we are all as much interested, or should be, in his
admission, as this lodge.

It was formerly the practice in our city, and I presume in some
of the lodges in the vicinity, to put in a conspicuous place in the ante-
rooms, the names of those who were proposed to the lodge, and whose
cases were to come up before the lodge on the evening designated, thus
giving the brethren generally the information which was due to them,
and giving them an opportunity to make known any circumstances
affecting the eligibility of the individual proposed.
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While this was the practice, visitors could be more properly ex-
cluded than at present, for here was all that was necessary to be known:
and if there was an objectional individual on the list, a note to the
Master from the visitor would answer as well as his presence in the
lodge.

This exclusion of visitors, on account of leakage, seems to me
very much like putting in the spigot and leaving the bung out.

I know of but one way in which this evil may be defeated, and
which, by reducing the space in which it works and bringing it into
a corner, will certainly give us more advantage over it, as we have it
in a smaller space.

This method is for the Master, upon receiving the application, to
appoint his committee in a private manner, without announcement to

-his lodge ; let the Secretary only know who they are, that they may
be recorded and notified by him of their appointment ; let this com-
mittee be requested to make their report in writing, delivered to the
Master of the lodge, to be read by him or the Secretary to the lodge,
suppressing the names.

Here you have this evil, which was before running all over the
lodge, and impossible to control, confined to five individuals; vis, the
Master and Secretary, and the three members of the committee : and
no information other than his rejection can reach him through any
source but from these members.

This subject is of too much importance to be overlooked by our
Grand Lodgeor any other; this exclusion of visitors at the regular
communications, when businces relating to the whole Fraternity is
being transacted, in my opinion, was never intended by any regulation
of Grand Lodges, or by any Masonic usage.

It should be brought up for action before the Grand Lcdges, and
the District Deputy Grand Masters should be instructed to ccmmunicate
the decision to their lodges, although there may be scme cbjection to
the rystem, I think they are not of so much importance as the defeat
of this great evil of babbling.

Brethren, think of these things.—Boston Masonic Monthly.
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BLUE LODGE MASONRY.

Blue-lodge Masonry is an improper term for Symbolic Freema-
sonry, which consists of the three degrees of Entered Apprentice, Fel-
low Craft, and Master Mason, and is the pure Freemasonry that was
developed from the system of Ancient Craft Masonry which existed
prior to 1717—during that year the transition of the Fraternity took
place from an operative and speculative character to a speculative
alone, and then it was first termed Modern Freemasonry. The de-
grees of this body are the foundation and root of all the rites that ex-
ist in this country and Europe. Chapters, councils, commanderies, con-
sistories, &c., are but branches of this noble tree; hence the tie of a
Mason to his blue lodge should be more closely guarded than any link
with which he may afterwards connect himself. Generally speaking,
the members of the Fraternity understand this, but a few imagine that
the higher degrees have the prior claim. This is a mistake. True,
many of the other degrees are very solemn and impressive—we readily
admit their beauty, but we assert that our first allegiance is due to our
mother lodge, or rather to the blue lodge to which we at the time be-
long.

The E. A. degree is the degree of Freemasonry ; two hundred
years ago the mass of the Fraternity were satisfied with the simple
framework or skeleton of the present ritual of this degree ; a few were
passed to that of F. C., and the presiding officers alone knew the tra-
dition as exemplified in the ceremonial of the M. M.’s degree. Atthe
present time few neophytes stop till they have been raised, and it is
well that it is 8o, as a thorough”acquaintance with these degrees un-
veils mysteries of the most interesting character, and teaches lessons of
the greatest importance. These three degrees, we repeat, are inex-
pressibly beautiful and sublime; gradually leading the mind of the
candidate from the dark, rough ways of the outer world, to the joys
and happiness of the Masonic home. The profane grope in darkness
for that light which Freemasonry sheds upon her children; itisa
divine light that illumines his path when abroad, and cheers his family
at the evening fireside. Let us then cherish this pure and simple rite, -
taught two thousand years before the Christian era, and handed down
to us through a chain of godly, moral, honorable men.

Blue-lodge Masonry inculeates first, faith—not only in the Su-
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preme Being, but faith in the honor and unselfishness of man; faith in
the victory of truth over falsehood, a faith in the justness of her
cause ; a faith in the probity of her principles; a faith in the final
triumph of liberality and fraternity over her enemies, bigotry and ig-
norance. .

Symbolic Masonry teaches secondly, the propriety of a well founded
hope in the goodness of the Supreme Grand Master; she impresses
upon the neophyte that by leading an upright, honorable life, by obey-
ing the laws of God, and observing his duties towards his fellow-man,
he may hope at the last to be rewarded by a seat in the Grand
Lodge above. This lesson is one of vast and deep interest to every
brother, as all should strive to so live here, that when called away to
that “undiscovered country from whence no traveler returns,’’ they
may kope to enjoy the reward of a well-spent life.

Modern Freemasonry, in the third place, inculcates constantly
upon the minds of her members the importance of charity—not only
the cold formal charity of dollars and cents, but the fraternal charity
of brotherly love, relief, and truth. Masonic charity throws her mantle
over the backslidings of a brother, the errors of a friend, the vindic-
tiveness of an enemy.

These are some of the few lessons taught in the first three degrees.
Now, let us ask ourselves, are we as true to those three great principles
as we should be? We think not. T'he mission of Masonry has not
yet been half fulfilled. In this country our numbers are counted by
hundreds of thousands, but we fear our deeds of charity and brotherly
love are hardly in proportion. Let us then put our shoulders to the
wheel, and yet more earnestly perform our duties to God and to our
fellow-man. There is much that we can daily and hourly accomplish,
if we only are true to our obligations. Then, in the name of Free-
masoury, we should urge our brethren to more practical labors ; the
day for theoretical charity has passed, and if we listen not to the cry
of the widow and the orphan, the distress of an unfortunate brother,
then we are false to our Fraternity.

In conclusion, we would remind our readers that the very badge of
a Master Mason signifies purity. The lambskin is emblematio of the
gentle, loving innocence of childhood, and is a type of the simplicity
of truth ; when edged with blue, it reminds us of that friendship that
should ever unite brother to brother. This badge has been worn by
many of the greatest men in America, and by the kings and princes of
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the old world. We are assured that it is an honorable badge ; its un-
assuming plainness may be viewed as a characteristic feature of Modern
Freemasonry. Qur cause is a noble one, far more shan the world gives
us credit for ; and we must not allow ourselves to forget the first great,
strong tie that unites us to modern, or sgmbolic, or bluelodge Masonry.
—Keystone.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

The fact cannot be gainsayed. A fearless spirit of inquiry is
abroad; and codes, theologies, and revelations which have hitherto
passed unquestioned are now being tested with analytical minuteness
in the crucible of truth. Acute thinkers and subtle logicians have
brought the artillery of reason to bear upon many venerable abuses
and antiquated superstitions, and the result of their labors is seen in
the wonderfully improved condition of mankind in general. But it is
easier to demolish than to build, and while admitting to its fullest ex-
tent the right of free thought and free opinion, let us not wantonly
destroy the beautiful in our anxiety to be wiser than our forefathers.

Among other human institutions, Freemasonry offers to the
serious student a problem so unique and so complicated as to challenge
investigation and solution. It presents itself to the non-masonic ob-
server in a variety of aspects involving different and apparently irre-
concileable conditions. Thus, its secrecy is a stumbling block to those
who acknowledge fully its beneficient and charitable element, their
argament being that what is good ought not to be concealed.

This view arises from an utter misconception of the objects and
aims of the Fraternity. Is it for a moment to be supposed that if the
ceremonies of Freemasonry were to be practiced in public, and its
initiatory rights conferred indiscriminately upon all who choose to ap-
ply—if the good and the evil, the ignorant and the learned, were to
be thus admitted without distinction—is it to be believed that the
Order could then effect its noble purposes with the same facility ; or,
rather, would it not shatter that bond of brotherhood which now en-
circles the earth with the celestial girdle of love, because we desire to
link together only the tried, the faithful, and the true? No! Free-

masonry glories in doing good by stealth, and works in silence and
10—-VYOL. T ¥O. 1IL.
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seerecy, although it is doubtless our hope and belief that, as civiliza-
tion advances and knowledge increases, so will the light of Free-
masonry radiate more and more, until the dream of the poet becomes
merged in blissful reality—until the scattered and hostile nations are
blended into one vast and glorious “federation of the world.” 1In the
meantime, we must act like the early fathers of the Christian Church,
who deferred the rite of baptism, as a rule, until the catechumen had
been fully instructed in the preparatory mysteries of the faith. We
invite all men of sound judgement and strict morals, and he who seeks
in earnest shall find in truth. But we cannot, we will not—we dare
not dispense with those initiatory observances by which we are dis-
tinguished from the body of mankind It is not only that our cere-
monies are typical of a sublime system of morality ; they are also
paths by which the willing mind is led by wise gradations to the con-
templation of the works of nature, and the mysterious operations of
the Divine Being.

The whole plan of the creation sustaius this theory of progression;
the bud expands into the perfect flower, the chrysalis emerges from
torpor and darkness into winged life and beauty. We place the alpha-
bet in the hands of the child,-while the more mature scholar exercises
his mental faculties with syllogisma or geometrical symbols.

Thus it is in the speculative science of Freemasonry—the as-
pirant procecds by regulated steps or degrees to the goal he desires to
reach.

It is not to be expected, however, that a system which persistently
excludes from participation in its rites, all upon whom the stamp of
folly or vice is set,, should be very popular, nor can we as Freemasons
regret the circamstance. What we have most to fear is the relaxation
of discipline in our own ranks, not the disorderly array of the foe.
The admission of one improper person into the Order strikes a
weightier blow at its stability than all the platitudes of priests or
pontiffs. Greater caution in the selection of candidates—and, we may
add, in the multiplication of lodges—is essential to the future welfare
of the English Craft.

The most flagrant violations of the Constitutions are being com-
mitted day by day—members are admitted without. due inquiry into
their character—brethren are advanced to office without the slightest
qualification to performn their duties, and the want of anthontatlve
supervision is daily and increasingly felt.
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Now is the time to strikea blow at the root of the evil, for, as one
result of the Prince of Wales’ connection with the Craft, we may ex-
pect a greater influx of candidates—many of whom will enter out of
mere curiogity, or, perhaps, influenced by more ignoble motives.

We were among the first to hail the Heir Apparent as a brother,
and apart from his personal merits, we did 8o on the ground that the
Prince is the descendant of many illustrious Masons, whose renown
wehope his Royal Highness will emulate and justly inherit. The
initiation of so exalted a personage also affords a complete answer to
the vapid and hackneyed charge of disloyalty which some puerile
minds would fain attach to the Craft; and, further, to quote the re-
marks of a very eminent brother, we are at all times glad to welcome
distingnished men, because their names alone are a guarantee to society
that the objects of the institution are just, lawful, and consonant with
due subordination to civil government and the maintenance of order
in the State.

Freemasonry fears no inquiry ; she can bear unmoved the Ithuriel
touch of truth, and the probe of the most sceptical metaphysician.
Ehe alone has withstood the assaults of ages, while other institutions
have passed away, and mightier systems have gone down quenched in
the abyss of oblivion. Why? Because her great heart throbs with
the heart of humanify ; because she is the representative of human
thonght, the visible incarnation of that immortal idea which folds
vithin its wide embrace of peace and fraternity the world at large,
without distinction of clime or creed, regarding the manifold races of
the earth as the children of one common Father, and the beloved fold
of one divine Shepherd.—[ London Freemason

“THE CHRISTIAN CYNOSURE.”

We have before us a copy of a paper bearing the above title, pub-
lished fortnightly at No. 88, LaSalle St., Chicago, by Ezra Cook,
purporting to be the organ of the “National Association of Christians
opposed to Secret Societies,” which august body is now said to be
made up of “between one hundred and thirty and one hundred and
forty members”—many of whom, according to their own confession,
bave perjured themselves by swearing to keep certain matters sceret
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which they now use every effort to reveal to the public. This novel
publication has reached the twenty-third number of its first volume,
and has not paid expenses. Hence its main supporters, Messrs.
Blanchard, Hart & Co., are making earnest appeals in its behalf, for
the moderate sum of $10,000—some $3,000 of which they say is al-
ready pledged—to aid in the crusade against all secret societies, but
Masonry in particular. The movement is represented to be & Christian
one, and the reward of those who aid therein, will no doubt - be im-
perishable!

But, seriously, this publication is a singular one. It is under the
control of professed Christians, yea, measurably, of ministers of the
Gospel ; and yet its contents are the most unfair and untruthful of
anything ever published in the English language! The most un-
scrupulous and false political sheet ever issued from the partisan press
of our country, is pure, and temperate, as compared with The Chris-
tian Cynosure.

Let us give a few examples. In an article signed ANTI-MaSsox,
33d Degree, (few will dispute that the writer is ant? at least 33 de-
grees, to all the truthfulness and honor taught as Masonic morality.)
we find the following : “I am opposed to Masonry because Masonry is
opposed to Christianity.” .

We need only reply to this, that Masonry is entirely unsectarian,
and opposes no sect. All worthy persons who knock for admittance
at its portals find an entrance, be their honest religious sentiments
what they may, so that they believe in one God, the Supreme. And
we may be permitted to refer to the multitudes of Christians, good
and true, who have sought and gained admittance into our temple, and
have proved themselves faithful to the highest interests of Masonry.
They have come from all the denominations, certainly from those most
renowned for their piety and learning. Now if the assumption be true,
that Masonry is opposed to Christianity, why is it that it was never
discovered till the days of J. Blanchard and I. A. Hart? The truth
is, Masonry inculcates the belief in a Supreme God, receives the Holy
Bible as its G'reat Light, inculcates a reverence for God and the Bible,
the practice of prayer, of obedience to the moral law and the laws of
the land, of our duty to keep the Sabbath holy unto the Lord, of doing
unto others as we would have others do unto us. We may, therefore,
pronounce the declaration that Masonry is opposed to Christianity as
unqualifiedly, if not intentionally, false.
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Again the writer says: “The square and compasses, the triangle,
the ladder, the trowel, level, common gavel, rough ashlar, cable-tow,
mallet, &c., &c., may all be made to mean one thing as well as another.
The meanings given them are well suited to interest vulgar and ignor-
et minds, and render them pliable under the hands of those who
make use of them to juggle with. No honest, manly, right intentioned
person ever resorts to such jugglery to conceal his meanings; but on the
contrary, there is no surer sign of kavery or ignorance than the mak-
ing use of equivocal signs, symbols and myths.”

“ Equivocal signs, symbols and myths I Are the signs, symbols
and myths of Masonry equivocal 7 On the contrary are they not fully
and unequivocally explained in every monitor and text book? And
are not these text books to be found in every respectable book store in
the land, and as much open to those who have not entered the Masonic
institation, as to the members ? -

But this sagacious writer is opposed to the use of symbols entire-
Ir. Well, then he must abandon his Bible, for there are few books of
any age which abounds more in symbols and mythical (parabolic)
taching. Was Joseph “honest, manly and right minded” when he
wed symbolical language, and represented his father, mother, and
eleven brethren by the sun, moon and eleven stars? It is a pity that
s good a book were not better understood by these would-be Chris-
tians. Did they rightly understand the sacred lessons which are taught
n the beautiful parables that abound in the scriptures, and glitter like
gems on almost every page of the sacred volume, they would be more
candid and truthful, and less hostile towards societies whose aim is the
¢levation and reformation of mankind, the caring for the widow and
orphan, the watching at the bedside of the sick, the decent burial of
the dead.

All the symbols of Masonry are clearly explained, and have no
deubtful meaning. Nor do they have any hidden meaning—all, we
azain repeat, is published in our monitors for the instruction of the
craft and of the outside world.

The Cynosure is not intended to expose the secret orders, and
show the fallacy of their doctrines and teachings. If the publishers of
this sheet intended to perform such a work, they would send their
paper to Masons and Odd Fellows, especially to the editors of Masonic
and Odd Fellow publications. But this they do not do. On the con-
trary, they have published almost an entire volume, and we have
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chanced to get hold of this solitary number through the courtesy of
an outsider! In our ocandid opinion, no higher object induces this
publication, than a desire to spaculate out of the prejudicas of the ig-
norant—to “juggle” at their expense.

——

THE POPE AND THE FREEMASONS.

The following article appearsin the Free Lance of April 3rd, a
serio-comic paper, published at Manchester :

“ Almost side by side in last week’s papers appeared the two fol-
lowing paragraphs:

‘THE EARL OF ZETLAND AND THE FREEMASONS. —The
present year completes the quarter of a century during which the
Earl of Zetland has held the office of Grand Master of the Freemasons
of England, and his Lordship having intimated his intention to retire
from the office at the close of the year, the Freemasons are getting up
a testimonial to him, which promises to reach the sum of $5,000.
His lordship lately declared that he wonld not apply the testimonial
to any personal object or to any of the existing Masonic charities, and
it now appears that it is his intention to invest the money in the
name of trustees, and devote the interest to the relief of distinguished
Brethren who may become distressed, and their widows or other rela-
tions depending upon them.

“ Having looked on that picture let us look on this. The writer
is giving the general tenor and contents of a letter of His Holiness
Pius IX.

¢« Among other things the letter expresses again ¢ affliction and
astonishment ”’ that the Archbishop should have been present at the
obsequies of Marshall Magnan, Grand Master of the Freemasons.
The Freemasons, indeed, are very heavily denounced. ¢ They are,”
the letter says, “ sects of impiety, bound only by complicity in odious
crimes; full of perverse manceuvres and diabolical artifices; corrupt-
ors of morals, and destroyers of every idea of honor, truth or justice;
propagators of monstrous opinions, disseminators of abominable vices
and unheard-of wickedness; revorsers of all authority of the Catholic
Church and of civil society, if possible, of driving God Himself out

of Heaven!
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THE LAST PARTING.
BODY TO BOUL.

Farewell, old comrade, fare the well !
Time tolls the bell ; the parting knell

Strikes on my ear; old friend, old friend,
Our journey’s o’er—here lies the end,

In the same temple we have dwelt,

At the same altars we have knelt ;

Life's hopes and fears, its smiles and tears,
We've shared them, friend, forsixty years.

Twin brothers of one mortal birth,

One sprung from Heaven and one from earth,
While dreams have fled and joys have paled,
Ours is a love that hath not failed.

"Tis true that I, bound to life’s track,
Have kept thy soaring pinions back—
But for the feet which kept not pace
Thou might'st have run a swifter race

And yet, old friend, I'veserved thee well!
This faded form wherein did dwell

Beauty and power, and strength and skill,
For sixty yeara hath wrought thy will.

These eres, once lit with fire divine,
This peerless brow, these lips are mine—
These faded lips which love has pressed,
These hands fast entering into rest.

The tuneful tongue that gave the speech,
Thesculptured ear through which could reach,
Those loving tones that to the end

Have blest thy life, are mine, old friend.

I was the first, the loved of all;

On me the last sad tears shall fall;

Yet what am I with that last sad breath
Which gives thee life and brings me death ?

Above my head the grass shall grow,

The bright birds sing, the soft winds blow ;
The wild wood flowers shall veil my brow—
I go to death. Where goest thou ?

Ah! dost thou see the glorious band,

The aureate gates, the promised land ?

‘What stream, what flowers, what joys appear ?
8Speak quick, oh friend, for death is here!

Too late, too late! my task is done;

Deaf, dumb and blind, my raceisrun ;

The parting pang what tongue may tell ?
Farewell, old comrade, fare thee well !--SELECTED.
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OUR WAGER.

BY ADA POWER.

“ Venus, what a figure!”

The exclamation came from between the moustached lips of the
only son, hope and heir of the Courtney’s—Tom Courtney. The
person to whom it was addressed was—your humble servant—his
friend and ally. The cause—the lovely Miss Gaston, who was rich
beyond estimation, also in the possession of a perfect physique.

She was crossing the street, and her light summer scarf had been
suddenly lifted by the breeze, displaying her fine form to the admiring
view of| at least two lazy wights, who sat in the cool, elegant apart-
ment of my friend Courtney; looking down in grand indifference and
supreme contempt upon the swaying, surging mass of human beings,
who rushed along in the full blaze of the July sun, as if their only
aim in life was to be gained by alternate crowding and pushing, and
getting as warm and uncomfortable as possible.

In this spot, so favorable for observation, we sat, and viewed the
living panorama, moving beneath us; the kaleidoscopic changes in the
roaring, bubbling crowd, each fraction of which was bent upon its own
private business,—some moving leisurely along, as if life to them was
as a gentle stream, and they were being wafted down its bosom to
mellow music,—others rushing frantically along, as if they saw the
last almighty dollar tumbling off ’round the corner, and they must
tumble after, to secure it.

Happy Tom ! He had never been obliged to run after anything
in this world, and I,—well, we sat, our physical thermometers some-
what lower than the one beside us on the table, which was up to 90°
in that shadiest of all shady places. Being there, was an uncommon
occurrance for me, who had so few holidays; but most common for
Courtney,—who had no one in the wide world, but himself, to think
of, as far as comfort went, and with unlimited means at command.—
So it was one to him whether he worked or played,

“ Whether the world went up, or the world went down.”

A dusty office down town, a small library of law-books, some pictures,
and an honest heart, were all I could call myself master of.
That day, having met Courtney in the street, I was decoyed into
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“his den” (a8 he called it) to look at a new piece of statuary—a
birth-day present for his mother. I had not int