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i

[WITH A PORTRAIT.]
e e e e———

HE writer of the following pages has long enjoyed the happi-
ness of Mr. Preston’s acquaintance, and feels the highest degree

of obligation to him for his fiiendly and useful communications, irom
time to time, on Masonic subjects. His known intimacy with that
Gentleman pointed him out to the Proprietor of the Freemasons’ Ma-
gazine, who has at sundry times since the commencement of that
Work applied to him to obtain permission from Mr. P. for engraving
his Portrait, and publishing some memoirs of him, to gratify the curi-
osity of numerous enquirers among the patrons of the Magazine.
In the humility, however, of Mr. P. he long found an insuperable
bar to such a measure: fearful of trusting too much to his recol-
lection of circumstances that have been at times the subject of con-
fidential communication, he often, but in vain, requested some data
on which to- found an account of his life. At length, overcome
by repeated solicitations, the writer has extorted a reluctant con-
sent to his stating such recollections as his imemory may sup-
ply, to accompany a Portrait engraved from a Painting with which
he was lately kindly presented by Mr. Preston, and which is, beyond
any doubt, the most accurate likeness that has ever been taken of that

i Gentleman, |
| Bz
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- The subject of these memoirs was born at Edinburgh, on the 28th
of July, O. 8. 1742, and was the son of William Preston, Esq.
Writer to the Signet in that city ; a gentleman who had the advan-
tage of a very liberal education, and in time arrived at considerable
eminence in his profession. In 1740 Mr. Preston married Helena
Chummirg, daughter of Mr. Arthur Cumming of Edinburgh, by
whom he had five children ; four of these died in infancy, and Wil-
liam, their second son, alone survived.

His professional talents were great, and his intellectual faculties
remarKable ; for the writer of this article has heard the present
Mr. Preston more than once relate, that he has known his father walk
to and fro in his office, and dictate to different clerks at the same
time, each of whom was employed on a different subject. As a
Greek and Latin scholar, too, he was eminently distinguistied, and
his poetical taleiits were highly spoken of in the circle of his private
connexions, to which, indeed, they were for the most part confined.
A poem, however, To the Divine Majesty, and some other pieces, have
appeared in print, and justify the judgment of his friends. To the
education of his scn Mr. Preston paid peculiar attention, for which
purpose he sent him to school at a very early age ; and in order to
improve his memory (a faculty which has been of infinite advantage
to him through life), he taught the boy, when only in his fouith

year, some lines of Anacrecu in the original Greek, which, for the

‘entertainment of his friends, he encouraged young William to recite
in their presence. The novelty of this performance was sufficiently
pleasing, without requiring that the boy should understand what with
wonderful accuracy he uttered. .

In 1750, Mr. Preston retired to his house at Linlithgow, 12 miles
distant from Edinburgh, and in the following year died suddenly in
a fit of apoplexy while on a visit at the house of his friend, the Rev.
Mr. Meldrum, of Meldium, near Torphichen, where he was after-
wards interied. Though this gentleman had succeeded, by the death
of his futher and sister, to a considerable landed property in ti:e city
of Edinburgh, yet, through the mismanagement of his guardians, and
his own unfortunate attachment to some friends who had espoused
the cause of the Stuart family, after the rebellion in 1745, his business
suffered a temporary suspensiorr, which preyed on his spirits, and at
once impaired both his health and his fortune.

Mr. William Preston, his son, to whom our attention will be hence-

forth directed, having finished his English education under the tui.ion
of Mr. Stirling, a celebrated teacher in Edinburgh, and before he was
six years of age, was ente:ed at the High School, where,-under Messis.

|

Farquhar, Gibbs, and Lee, he made considerable progress in the :

Latin tongue. From the High School he went to college, and was
taught the rudiments of the Gieek under Professor Hunter.

While he was at the university, his habits of study, and attention |

to literature, recommended him to the notice of the late celebrated
grammarian, Mr. Thomas Ruddiman, who, from intense applicatioy
to classical pursuits, and the infirmities of age, had greatly impaired,
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and at length totally lost his sight. To the friendship and protection
of this Gentleman Mr. Preston having been consigned after the death
of his father, he left college to attend on his patron as an amanuensis,
in which character he continued till Mr. Ruddiman’s decease.

Before that event, however, Mr. Thomas Ruddiman had bound -
young Preston apprentice to his brother, Walter Ruddiman, printer
in Edinburgh; but his eyesight having, as before obseived, failed
him long before he died, he employed Mr. Preston the greater part
of his apprenticeship in reading to him, and in transcribing such of
his works as were not completed, as well as correcting those in the
press*. This employment, as must be supposed, prevented Mr.
Preston from making great proficiency in the practical branch of the
art. After Mr. Thomas Ruddiman’s death, however, he went into
the office, and worked as a compositor for about a twelvemonth, during
which time he finished a neat Latin edition of Thomas a-Kempis in
18mo, and an edition of Mr. Ruddiman’s Rudiments of the Latin
Tongue. But his natural inclination being bent on literary pursuits,
he resolved, with the consent of his master, to go to London, where
he arrived in 1760.

He brought with him several letters of recommendation from his
friends in Scotland, and, among the rest, one from his master to the
Jate William Strahan, Esq. his Majesty’s printer+, who not enly
kindly received Mr. Preston, but enguged him in his service, and
henoured him with his friendship and esteem till his death in July
1785. As astrong mark of his approbation, Mr. Strahan by his will,
among many other liLeral benefactiouns, left an annuity to Mr. Preston.

Andrew Strahan, Esq. his son, having succeeded to the business,
Mr. Preston, natwmally attached to a family to whose liberality and
friendship he was so much indebted, continued to act in the same
confidential capacity for him, and at this time superintends the cor-
rection of the press of his kind fiiend and generous benefactor: so
that in the service of father and son he has now been engaged above
30 years. During that time, however, he has also been employed in
occasional literary pursuits, and has furnmished materials for various
periodical publications.

We come now to consider Mr. Preston in his relation to our An-
cient Fraternity. -

Soon after his arrival in London, a number of Brethren from Edin<
burgh resoived to institute a Freemasons’ Lodge in this city under
sanction of a Constitution from Scotland ; but not having succeeded
in their application, they were recommended by the Grand Lodge at
Edinburgh to the Antient Grand Lodge in London, who immediately

* Mr. Preston afterwards compiled a very laborious catalogue of Mr. Rud-
diman’s books, under the title of Bibliotheca Romana, which did considerable
credit to his litérary abilities. :

+ Of this Gentleman some account shall appear in our next,
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granted them a dispensation to form a Lodge, and to make Masons.
‘They accordingly met at the White Hart in -the Strand, and Mr.
Preston was the.second persqn initiated under that dispensation.
The Lodge was soon after regularly constituted by the Officers of
. the Antient Grand Lodge in person. Having increased considerably
ir numbers, it was found necessary to remove to the Horn Tavern in
Fleet-street, where it continued some time, till that house being un-
aple to furnish proper accommedations, it was removed to Scots Hall,
Blackfriars. Here it continued to flourish about two years, when
the decayed state of that building obliged them to remove to the Half
Moon Tavern, Cheapside, where it continued to meet for a3 con-
siderable time. ’
At length, Mr. Preston and some others of the members having
Joined 3 Lodge under the regular English Constitution, at the Talbot
Innip the Strand, they prevailed on the rest of the Lodge at the Half

Moon TFavern to petition for a Constitution. Lord Blaney, at that time

Grand Master, readily acquiesced with the desire of the Brethren,
apd the Lodge was soon ager constituted a second time in ample form,
by the name of The Caledonian Lodge. The ceremonies observed,
and the nunerous assembly of respectable Brethren who attended the
Grand Officers on this occasion, must long be remembered to the
bomour of that Lodge.

This eircumstance, added to the absence of a very skilful Mason,
to whom Mr. Preston was attached, and who had departed for Scot-
land on account of his health, induced him to turn his attentiop to
the Masonic Lectures ; and, to arrive at the depths of the Science,
shart of which he did not mean to stop, he spared neither pains ner
expence. Wherever instruction could be acquired, thither he directed
bis course, and with the advantage of a retentive memory, and an
extensive Masonic connection, added to a diligent literary research,

he so far succeeded in his purpose as to become a competent Master -

ef the subject. To increase the knowledge he had acquired, he soli-
gited the company and conversation of the most experienced Masons
fromforeign countries ; and, in the course of a literary correspondence
with the Fraternity at home and abroad, made such progress in the
mysterjgs of the Art, as to become very useful in the connexions he
had formed. He has frequently been heard to say, that in the ardour
of his enquiries he has explored. the abodes of poverty and wretch-
. edness, and, where it might have been least expected, acquired very
valuable scraps of information. The poor Brother in return, we are
assured, had no cause to think his time or talents ill bestowed. He
was also accustomed to convene his friends once or twice a week,
in order to illustrate the Lectures; on which occasions objections
were started, and explanations given, for the purpose of mutual im-
provement. At last, with the assistance of some zealous friends, he
was enabled to arrange and digest the whole of the First Lecture,
To establish its validity he resolved to submit to the Society at large
the progress he had made, and for that purpose he instituted, at a very
sonsiderable expence, a grand Gala at the Crown and Anchor Tavern
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in the Strand, on Thursday, May 21, 1972, which was honoured with
the presence of the then Grand Officers, and many other eminent and
zespectable Brethren. On this occasion he delivered an Oration on
the Institution, which, having met with general approbation, was
afterwards printed in the first edition of the ¢ ILLUSTRATIONS OF
Masonry,” published by him in the same year,

Having thus far succeeded in his design, Mr. Preston determined
to prosecute the plan he had formed, and to complete the Lectures.
He emplayed, therefore, a number of skilful Brethren, at his own
expence, to visit different town’ and country Lodges for the purpose
of gaining information, and these Brethren communicated the result
of their visits at a weekly meeting.

‘When by study -and application he had arranged his system, he
issued proposals for a regular course of Lectures on all the degrees
of Masonry, and these were publicly delivered by him at the Mitre
Tavern in Fleet-street in 1774.

Fer some years afterwards Mr. Preston indulged his friends by
attending several-schools of instruction, and other stated meetings, to
propagate the knowledge of the Science, which had spread far beyond
his expectations, and considerably enhanced the reputation of the
Society. Having obtained the sanction of the Grand Lodge, he con-
tinued to be a zealous encourager and supporter of all the measures of
that assembly which tended to add dignity to the Craft, and in all the
Lodges in which his name was enrolled, which were very numerous,
he enforced a due obedience to the laws and regulations of that body.
By these means the subscriptions to the charity became much more
considerable, and daily acquisitions to the Society were made of some
of the most -eminent and distinguished characters. At last he was
invited by his friends to visit the Lodge of Antiquity, Ne. 1, then
held at the Mitre Tavern in Fleet-street, when the Brethren of that
Lodge were pleased to admit him a member, and, what was very
unusual, elected him Master at the same meeting.

He had been Master of the Philanthropic Lodge at the Queen’s
Head, Gray’s Inn Gate, Holbern, above six years, and of several other
Lodges before that time. But he was now taught to consider the
importance of the office of the first Master under the English Con -
‘stitution, and he seemed to regret that some more eminent character
in the walks of life had not been selected to support so distinguished
a station. Indeed, this too small consideration of his own importance
has pervaded his conduct on all occasions, and has operated (to the
disappeintment of many of our patrons and correspondents) to prevent
our gaining permission to embellish this Magazine with his Portrait ;
and the writer of this brief account has frequently seen him volunta-
rily assume the subordinate offices of an assembly over which he has
long before presided, on occasions where, from.the absence of the
proper persons, he has conceived that his seivices would promote the

urposes of the meeting.

To the Lodge of Antiquity he now began chiefly to confine his
attention, and during his Masteiship, which continued for some
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years, the Lodze increa-ed in numbers, and improved i4 its finances,

That he might obtain a corhplete knowledge of th- state of the
Socicty under the English Constitution, he became an #ctive member
of the Grand Lodge, was admitted a member of the Hall Committee,
and, during the secretaryship of Mt. Thomas French, ufder the aus-
pices of the Duke of Beaufort, then Grand Master, had become an useful
.assistant in arranging the General Regulations of the Society, and
reviving the foreign and céuntry correspondence. . Having been
appointed to the office of Deputy Grand Secretary, under James He-
seltine, Esq. he compiled, for. the benefit of the charity, the History
of Remarkable Occurrences inserted in the two first pubfications of
the Freemasons’ Calendar, prepared for the press an Appehdix to the
Book of Constitutions, and attended so much to the correspondence
with the different Lodges, .as to merit the approbation of If'; patron.

-~

This enabled him, from the various memoranda he had made, to-

form the History of Masonry, which was afterwards printed in his
“ ILLustraTioNs.” The office of Deputy Grand Secretary he soon
after voluntarily resigned. .

An unfortunate dispute having arisen in the Society in 1779,
between the Grand Lodge and the Lodge of Antiquity, in which
Mr. Preston took the part of the Lodge and his private friends, his
name was ordered to be erased from the Hall Committee, and he
was afterwards, with a number of Gentlemen, members of that
Lodge, expelled the Society.

The treatment hé and his friends received at that time was cir-
cumstantially narrated in a well-written pamphlet, printed by Mr.
Preston at his own expence, and circulated among his friends *,
entitled, ¢ A State of Facts,” &c. &c. and the leading circumstan-
ces we:e recorded in some of the latter editions of the ¢ IHlustra-
tions of Masonry.” ~Ten years afterwards, however, on a re-inves-
tigation of the sub’ect in dispute, the Grand Lodge was pleased to re-
instate Mr. Preston, with all the other members of the Lodge of An-
tiquity, and that in the most handsome manner, at the Grand Feast in
1790, to the general satisfaction of the Fraternity.

During Mr. Preston’s exclusion, he seldom or never attended
any of the Lodges, though he was actually an enrolled member of
a great number at home and abroad, all of which he politely resigned
at the time of his suspensin; and directed his attention to his other
literary pursuits, which may fairly be supposed to have contributed
more to the advantage of his fortune.

To the Lodge of Antiquity, however, he continued warmly at-

tached, and at present fills a very respectable officein that Lodge. It

has been matter of deep regret with many of the best friends of the
Institution, that so active and zealous a Brother should at any time
have had occasion to desert a Society to which he had proved so dili-
gent and useful a friend.

# It was never published.
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In 1787 Mr. Preston revived the Antient and Venerable Order of
Haropim, of which he instituted a Chapter in Londor. In this
Chapter the Ly:ctures of Masonry are rendered complete, and perio-
dically illustrated by the Companions, over whom the Right Hon,
Lord Macdorald presides as Grand Patron, and James Heseltine,
William Birch, John Spottiswoode; and William Meyrick, Esqrs. as
Vice Patrons. The public meetings of this Chapter are held at, Free-
masons’ Tavern on the 3d Mondays in January, February, March,
April, October, November, and December. )

In a future Number of this Magazine will probably be given a more
particular account of this Institution, which certainly claims respect,
and deserves encouragement ; inasmuch as, while it preserves all the
ancient purity of the Science, it refines the vehicle by which it is con-
veyed to the ear; asa diamond is not less a diamond, but is enthanced
in its valug, by being polished. : S. J.

3
»

i AN EXTRAORDINARY TRAVELLER.

MR. WILSON, a gentleman of Cornwall, inherited an estate of
about 1000l. a year in that county at the age of 23; and in
the year 1741, the year after his father’s death, set off for the Contia
nent on his travels. He rode on horseback, with one servant, ovet
the greatest part of the world. e fitst viewed every Europeai
tountry, in deing which he spent 8 years. He then embarked fur
Anmeri¢a, was 2 years in the northern part, and 3 more in South Ame-
rica, travelling as a Spaniard, which he was enabled to do from the
very great facility hie had in that language. The climate, prospects,
and some other circumstances of Peru, enchanted him so muich, that
he hired a farm, and resided near a year init. His next tour was to
the East; he passed successively through all the territories in Africa
to the South of the Mediterranean, Egypt, Syria, and all the domi-
nions of the Grand Signior; went twicé through Persia, once thraugh
the northern and once through the southern provinces; over India,
Indostan, and part of Siam and Pegu; and made several excursions to
the boundaries of China, for several months each time. He afterwards,
on his return, stopped at the Cape of Good Hope, penetrated fur into
Africa, and on his return to the Cape took the opportunity of a ship
that went to Batavia, and from thence viewed most of the islands in the
Great Indian Archipelago. Returning to Europe, he landed at Cadiz,
and passed in a straight line from that place to Moscow, in his way to
Kamschatka. He was in correspondence iwith several Cornish gen-
tlemen, with whom he was at collegé, so late as the year 1783, when
he was supposed to be preparing for Siberia. A gentleman who saw
him at Moscow in that year, represented him as healthy, vigorous,
and in all respects as hearty as otlier people at 46, though he was then
in his 66th year. His friends have not yet ceased to hope, althsugh
It years have elapsed, that he may have settled in some remote part
;f the world, from which the difficulty of cenveyance prevents their
earing. .

Yor, IV, (%



 ( . THE FREEMASONS’ MAGAZINE,

SELECT PAPERS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS,'

READ BEFORE A LITERARY SOCIETY IN LONDON.

No. V, .
ON THE ADVANTAGES TO BE DERIVED FROM THE

STUDY OF THE MATHEMATICS.

BY MR. FOSEPH DEAN*.

]

"N all ages and countries where Learning hath prevailed, the Ma-
thematical Sciences have been justly looked upon as the most
considerable branch of it ; but, notwithstanding their excellence and
reputation, they have neither been taught nor studied so universally
as some of the rest; which has probably arisen in a great degree
from one or all of the following causes: 1. The aversion of the majority
of mankind to serious atfention and close investigation ; 2. not compre-
bending sufficiently their great utility in other parts of learning ; 3. the
want of public encouragement, and of able masters. For these and
perhaps other reasons, this study hath been regarded only by a few
persons, whose happy genius or curiosity have prompted them to
it; or by some others who have been forced upon it by its evident
and immediate subserviency to some object of their pursuit.

In the present age of experimént and deduction, the custom of
trying events by the standard ‘of truth is becoming mere gemeral,
and of course the Mathematical Sciences are much more studied
now than formerly ; an endeavour, therefore, to point out the advan-
tages derived from them to mankind, will, I conceive, afford consi-
derable pleasure. I shall then briefly attempt to shew their obvious -
tendency, 1st, To beget a babit of attention ; 2dly, To furnish a
metbod of close and demonstrative reasoning ; by which, in the 3d
place, the mind may be delivered from prejudice, credulity, and super<
Stition. .

And, First, that the Mathematics beget a habit of attention is cer-
fain; and this is accomplished by employing the mind on a variety
of truths, which are delightful, and at length evident, although not

- at first obvious. .
. Truth is so amiable, that the discovery of it must always be at-
tended with the most exquisite pleasure; no other method of en-
quiring after it can in any degree be compared with Mathematical
reasoning, the conclusions drawn from hence being infallibly true :
In most of the other sciences, consisting only of probable inferences,
the mind hath no where to fix itself, and thus wanting sufficient -

. * The Editor believes this Gentleman to be a Teacher of the Mathematics in

Jlglng'_s-lHead Court, Gough Square, and Mathematical Master at the Grey Coat
ospital. : .
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grounds upon which to pursue its researches, gives them over as im-
possible ; but, in mathematical investigations, the truth, after dili-
gent enquiry, may always be obtained; and the difficulties which
present themselves in the pursuit generally operate as a stimulus to
arrive at the end proposed. )

Secondly, From the study of the Mathematics is obtained a me-
thod of close and demonstrative reasoning.

Example is more powerful than precept: this universal maxim
applies equally in the art of reasoning as in the inferior arts of sing-
ing, daneing, &c. : '

y accustoming qurselves to reason closely about quantity (the
object of the Mathematical Sciences) we acquire a habit of doing soin
other things ; and the method of Geometricians, in their analyses, is
the model upon which we must form ourselves, in order to make a
decisive progress in any object of enquiry; for the way in which
Mathematicians arrive at the truth, is by means of definitions of words
before agreed upon, self-evident truths, and propositions that have bcen
previously demonstrated ; and this is practical in other subjects, al-
though nat to the same extent; the natural want of evidence in the
things themselves not always allowing it. .

Permit me to add, that one accustomed to the systems of truth,
which Geometricians have reared in the several branches of those
sciences which they have respectively cultivated, can hardly bear
with the confusion and disorder of many of the other sciences, but
will endeavour, as far as he can, to reform them.

Thirdly, Mathematical knowledge adds a manly vigour to the
mind, and frees it from prejudice, credulity, and superstition. .

This desirable end it accomplishes in two ways: first, by accug-
toming us to examine, and not to take things upon trust; 2dly, By
giving’ us a more clear and extensive knowledge of the system of
the world, which, while it excites in us a most profound reverefice
of the almighty and wise Creator, frees us from the mean and nar-
row thoughts-which ignorance and superstition always generate. —
The Mathematician asks, Could the Being whose mind projected
such a stupendous whole, and whose power enabled him to execute
it—He who diffused so many blessings over the whole earth, and
clothed her surface with such a variety of good—could he intend
that a river, or an arm of the $ea, should be the limit of man’s good-
will to his fellow-man, or that an unessential difference of opinion
should teach men to hate each other ?—The philasopher rejects the
grovelling idea, passes the narrow boundary of his own country,
and emphatically feels and ardently acknowledges the honest man of
every region of the world to be his brother.

In former times the wily politician, aided by priest-craft, succeeded
in causing the Mathematics to be considered as enemies to religion,
To the barbarous system of tyranny which they so long and impi-
ously miscalled religion, the Mathematical Sciences were indeed
most powerful adversaries : hut can that pursuit whose aim is truth,
and in the investigation pf whicch a steady adherence to right is es=

2 -
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“sential, be inimical to morality ? Certainly not. On the contrary,
the Mathematical Sciences must ever be the friends of true religion,
“inasmpch as they calm the passions, restrain the impetuosity of the
imagination, am{purge the mind from error and prejudice.

Having briefly endeavoured to shew how essentially the Mathe-
matics contribute toward the acquirement of a sound and vigorous
constitution of mind, I shall next proceed to shew their general, and
then their more immediate practical importance towards the benefit of

" social life.

. Every production of nature is in number, weight, and measure,
and these are the objects of mathematical pursuit; in order, there-
fore, to consider them, we should know Arithmetic, Geometry, and
Statics. !

If we consider the degree of knowledge we have now acquired,
of the distances, courses, periods, order and proportions of the se-
veral great bodies of the universe, we shall have cause to admire the

“ sagacity and persevering industry of Mathematicians, and the power
"of numbers and geometry. '

Unassisted by this latter science, how insufficient would be our
enquiries about light! But those versed in this science have disco-
vered the two remarkable properties of light, the reflection and re-

_fraction of its beams, and hence has been derived the noble science
of Optics: they have also demonstrated the causes of several appear-
ances, arising from the inflexion of its rays, both on the heavenly
bodies and in other phenomena, as the parrhlia, the iris, &c. .

Of air and water we know little, but what is owing to Geometry
and Mechanics. The two chief properties of air, its gravity and

" elastic force, were discovered by mechanical experiments. Here,
also, Mathematicians consier the different pressures, resistances,
and celerities of solids in fluids, whence they explain many of those
appearances of nature unintelligible to persons who are ignorant of
geometry.

" *_If we consider Motion, the great instrument of the action of bo-
dies upon each other, its theory is entirely owing to Geometricians,
who have demonstrated its laws, both in inflexible and elastic bodies,
shewn how to measure its quantity, how to compound and.resolve
the several forces by which bodies are agitated, and to determinethe
lines which those compound forces oblige them to describe. Hence,
by combining motion with gravity, whose law is invariable, a great
variety of useful knowledge is obtained in considering the several
motions that happen upon the earth, as the free descent of heavy
bodies, the curves of projectiles, the theory of pendulums, &c.

" The utility of the Mathematics in several other arts and sciences
is equally plain ; for example, Chronology and Geography are indis-
pensable preparatives to the reading of history ;—without a know-

“ledge of the first, history is only a confused mg3ss of facts ;—the si-

tuations, customs, laws, and manners of natiops, are the objects of

the other,
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The interest which the Mathematics have in Painting, Music, and
Architecture, cannot be questioned.

‘With respect to Painting ; perspective, and the laws of light and
shadow, are owing to Geometry and Optics :—Had not the Mathe-
matics reduced Music to a system, it would have been no art, but
enthusiastic rapture, subject to the caprice of every practitioner !—
As for Arcbitecture, there is hardly any department in the Mathema-
tics, but is someway or .other connected with it: Geometry and
Arithmetic, for the due measure of the building, for models, plans,
computation of materials, time, and charges; for a right disposition
of its parts, that they may be both firm and beautiful—Mechanics,
for its strength, the transporting and raising of materials ; and Optics,
for the symmetry of the whole! These are the foundations upon
which the edifice must be reared :—to give them effect, taste, genius,
and application to other subjects, will be essential; for although,
without 2 knowledge of these rules, it would be impossible to arrive
at eminence in either of the above pursuits, yet he who, with no
other than mathematical knowledge, should attempt to delineate na-
ture, combine sounds, or erect a palace, would at best only produce
a stiff tree, a disinteresting tune, or an uncomfortable mansion!

Having shewn the general utility of Mathematics, I shall now pro-
ceed to point out their more immediate usefulness in civil affairs.

To begin with Arithmetic. An attempt to ascertain its endless
advantages in whatever hath reference to number, would be vain;
and indeed they are so self-evident, as to render such an attempt
useless : 1 shall therefore only observe, that numbers are applicable
even to such things as seem to be governed by no law ; 1 mean such
as depend upon cﬁance, in which the degree of probability, and its
proportion in any two cases, are as much the subject of calculation
as any thing else. )

The seveial uses of Geometry are hardly fewer than those of
Arithmetic. ‘

Men are hereby paid the price of their labour, according to the
plain or solid content of their work :—by this science, the plans of
estates, and. maps of countries, are laid down, and thus land (as
well as cloth) is sold by its measure ; hence also, the height of the in-
accessible cliff, or the dimensions of the roaring cataract, may be ob-

. tained, &c,

The numerous machines, or instruments, invented for overcomjng
resistances, or raising weights, for measuring time or ascertaining
the situation of places, for discovering the state of the atmosphere,
or exploring the appearance of the heavens, and for an endless va-
riety of other purposes, which contribute greatly toward the benefit
of society, sufficiently demonstrate the importance of Mechanics.

The value of a pair of spectacles is comfortably felt in the decline
of life;; the_merchant, in the preservation of his ship, hath often reason
to be thankful for the improvement of glasses ; and the political con-

sequences likely to arise from the application of the telegraphe, will

be an additional evidence of the importance of the telescope; these,
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*among others which might be adduced, are advamtages which - suffi-
ciently prove the value of the sclence of Optics. e

The discovery of gunpowder, as it gave rise to new modes of at-
tack and defence, and called forth the art of Gunnery, rendered jt
Decessary to study the theory of projectiles more particularly, and
thus increased the practical consequence of Geometry.

Arithmetic, Geometry, Mechanics, and Optics, combine their ef-
fects in the production of the sublime system of Astronomy, the
study of which cottibutes much to the ‘happiness of the individual
_who pursues it, and adds greatly to the general good of society.

_ By this science, the law of attraction is demonstrated, in the revo-
Jution of the universe about a common centre of gravity, the return
of comets in their flight through infinite space,.the periods of the
_Pplanets in their passage round the sun, the orbits of satellites in cir-
*. sumscribing their principals, and also the dinrnal motion of the
earth, and the other celestial bodies, upon their own axes :—hereby
we discover the necessity of day and night, the duration of twilight,
and the change of seasons; hence we perceive the causes of the
gclipses and the ebbing and flowing of the sea; by the aid of this
science, the situation of places is precisely determined, and hence
_the mariner is enabled to arrive at countries separated by vast seas
from each other, by tracts as well ascertained as the roads which
.Jead to different towns of the same kingdom!
These are some of the deductions of Astronomy; and here we
naturally enquire, whether all the order thus rendered visible can be
" the effect of chance ? Accident could not produce such universal
.harmony ! In them I see the emanations of infinite intelligence, and,
seeing, do homage to the Author of the universe ! —Passion and pre-
Jjudice may operate in giving effect to systems of religion, but here
‘the finger of Omnipotence is so obviously displayed, that it seems to
me impossible that any other motive than pride can prevent our dis-
covering and acknowledging the hand of a divine Architect, in the
srection of so immense and boundless a structure ! )

Lastly, Navigation, which is made up of Astronomy and ‘Geo-

metry, is so noble an art, and to it mankind owe so many advan-
tages, that, on this single account, these excellent sciences deserve
most of all to be studied, and doubtless merit the greatest encou-
ragement from a nation who owes to it both its riches and security !
By it, the surplus of our own produce is exported, and the wealth of
pther countries brought into our ports! by a knowledge of this sci-
ence, Commerce hath been enabled to spread her happy influence
over the world, and although she hath been the harbinger of some
vice, yet hath she also been a means of diffusing a ray of knowledge,
‘of bursting the iron gates of prejudice asunder; of collecting men
together, and hence, by shewing them their mutual wants, tanght
them the necessity of mutual good oilices.

Having thus briefly shewn how much Mathematics improve the

mind, how subservient they are to other arts, and how immediately
useful to the commonwealth, I shall take the libeity of suggesting



FOR JANUARY 1793. S 1

the extent to which, in different situations, I think it would be ad-
visable to pursue the studies of those sciences, and likewise the
best ineans of acquiring a knowledge of them. »

As people in the higher orders of society, and those designed for
the more liberal professions, such as the study of the law, medicine,
or divinity, chiefly influence the opinions, and consequently occa-
sion much of the happiness or misery of society, it becomes their
duty, in a peculiar degree, to acquire correct habits of thinking, and
therefore they ought to pass through a regular course of the Mathe-
matics; in every situation particular attention should be paid to the
different branches of those sciences, which either lead to, or are con-
nected with, their own immediate objects of pursuit. What I have
before said of Architecture, I wish to have considered as applicable
to other departments; but as all men are sometimes obliged to make
calculations, which are produced from Algebra, or universal Arith-
metic, and Geometry ; so I think that every one who can afford
the time and expence, should endeavour to acquire a competent
knowledge of these two branches of science.

As to the best means of obtaining a knowledge of the Mathematics,
1 shall only observe, that a steady application to the works of the
most approved-authors, under the direction of a master who clearly
understands the different subjects, and pos:esses the talent of impart-
ing his information in a plain and simple manner, will certainly be
the best mode of obtaining precise and dgterminate ideas in the va-
rious branches of the Mathematics.

CHURCH PREFERMENT.

HE following curious letter was written by Sir Hugh Dalrymple
to Sir Laurence Dundas, in the month of May 1774. Sie
Hugh having discovered one of the most eloguent, sensible, and pa-
thetic preachers he had ever heard ; upon enquiry finding him a very
poor and innocent apostle, living upon twenty pounds a year, with
a wife and tbree cbildren, wrote to Sir Laurence Dundas ;. who, on
the receipt of the following letter, with his usual goodness and libe~
rality, bestowed on the man of God a benefice of fifty pounds per
annum. ) .
“ My dear Sir Laurence,
* Having spent a long time in the pursuit of pleasure and health,
T am now retired from the world, in poverty and with the gout, so
joining with Solomon, that ¢« all is vanity and vexation of spirit,”
1 go to church and say my pravers; and I assure you, that some of
us religious people reap some little satisfaction in hoping that you
wealthy voluptuaries have every fair chance of being damned to all
eternity hereafter; and that Dives shall call out for water tq Lazarus;
; drop of which he seldom tasted, whilst hre had the 12 apostles * in
is cellar.

* Sir Laurence had tweive hogsheads of hock in his cellar, which he named
the Twelve Apostles.



16 THE FREEMASONS' MAGAZINE,

¢ Now, S8ir, that doctrine being laid down, I wish you, my
friend, a loophole to escape through. Going to church last Sunday,
as usual, I saw an unknown face in the pulpit; and rising up to
prayers, as others do on the like occasion, Fbegan to look round the
church to find out if there were any pretty girls there, when my at~
tention was attracted by the foreign accent of the parson. I gave
him my attention, and had my devotion awakened by the most pa-
thetic prayer I bad ever heard. This made me all attention to the
sermon ; a finer discourse never came from the lips.of man. I re-
turned in the afternoon, and heard the same preacher exceed his
morning’s work, by the finest chain of reasonings, conveyed by the
most eloquent expressions. I immediately thought of what Felix
said to Paul, “ Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.” I
sent to ask the man of God to honour my roof, and to dine with
me. 1 asked him his country.

““ My name is Dishington,” says he, “ I am assistant te a mad
minister in the Orkneys, who enjoys a fruitful benefice of fifty
pounds a year ; out of which I am allowed twenty pounds for preach-
ing and instructing 1200 people, who live in the separate islands j
out of which I pay one pound five shillings sterling to the boatman
who transports me from the one to the other by turns. I should be
happy if 1 could continue in that terrestrial paradise ; but we have
a great Lord, who has maiy little people soliciting him for many
little things .that he can do, and cannot do ; and if my minister dies,
his succession is too great a prize not to raise up many powerful ri-
vals to balk my hopes of preferment.” :

“ 1 asked him if he possessed any other wealth;” ¢ Yes,” said
he, ¢ I married the prettiest girl in the island; she has blest me
with three children ; as we are both young, we may expect more ;
besides, I am so well beloved, that I have all my peat brought car«
riage-free.” :

¢ This is my story. Now to_the prayer of the petition. I never
before envied you the possession of the Orkneys, which I now do,
only to provide for this eloquent, innocent apostle. The sun has
refused your barren isles his kindly influence ; do not rob them of’
¢o pleasant a preacher, but let not so great a treasure lie for ever
locked up in that damned, inhospitable country ; for 1 assure you,
if the archbishop of Canterbury was to hear him, or to hear of him, he
would do no less than to make him an archdeacon ;-the man has but
one weakness, that of preferring the Orkneys to all the earth. This
way, and no other, you bave a chance for salvation. Do this man

good, and he will pray for you; that will be a better purchase than
' your Irish estate, or the Orkneys; and I think it will help me well

forward too, since I am the man who told you of the man so worthy
. and deserving, so pious, so eloquent, and whose prayers may do
much good. Till f hear from you on this head I bid yeu farewell,
“ Yours, in all meekness,
« Love and benevolence, )
“ May 1774." . : “ H. DALRYMPLE.”
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THE FREEMASON.
No. I.

Quod verum atque decens curo, et rogo, et omnis in hoc sum. Hor.

‘What right, what true, what fit we justly call,

‘Let this be all my care, for this is all. Pore.
. e ————————————

! ANY, I presume, will be stimulated to take a cursory view of

my first number from motives of curiosity, in hopes that they
may derive therefrom some knowledge of the secrets of I'reemasonry ;
but such inquisitive readers I must previously apprize of their dis-
‘appointment, for those who have not in due form been introduced to
the light of Freemasonry, shall still remairr in utfer darkness. For
what reason, then, it will be asked, have I assumed the name of Free-
mason, and why do 1 thus appear in public, if still 1 mean to be
secret #—These questions shall be duly answered.

The reason why I call myself a Freemason is, because I have the
honour of being one of the Fraternity ; and the reason for thus em-
ploying my pen is, in order to do as much general good as lies in my
power.

What title more honourable or more ancient could I assume for
commanding respect and attention? The public have been often
accosted by a Friend, a Pbilantbropist, and a Guardian—Dbut to what
effect? All their admonitions are forgotten ! Others have attempted,
by names well known, to secure their approbation ; for instance, the
Spectator, the Trifler, the Busybody, the Spy, &c.—the latter, 1 pre-
sume, would be a dangerous title at present;—even the Devi/ himself
attempted by weekly numbers to do good ; but, notwithstanding the
devil has many followers, yet, when he attempts works of any utility,
it seems he plays tbe devil with himself. Such are the fashionable
follies of the times, that not even the friendly words of a Quaker, or
the brotberly breathings of a Methodist, can work a reformation.
Some praise is, therefore, due to any writer who will undertake the
arduous task ; and, seeing that a Freemason is renowned for his sigus,
who knows but in the present attempt he may work wonders ? At any
rate he will have an advantage beyond many preachers, for he may,
perhaps, fairly reckon upon the attention at least of his own people.

The antiquity of Freemasonry is certainly sufficient to asceitajn its
worth. Let ignorant pers.ns, without wishing to dive into its secrets,
be only acquainted with its antiquity (for we can trace our origin as
early as to the building of Solomon’s temple), and they must surely
be convinced of its respectability. Add to tbis, that the Society 1s
very considerable, both for members and character, Freemasonry
being common in every part of Europe, and priucipally consisting of
persons of merit and distiuction. ,

Vor. IV,
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The first introduction of Freemasonry into this country is doubt-
ful. Some writers have traced its origin in general to the year 674,

- there being several public buildings at that time which were erected

in the Gothic taste by men in companies, who, as some say, called

themselves free because they were at liberty to work in any part of

the kingdom. Others have derived the institution of Freemasons
from a combination among the Masons not to work without the ad-
vance of wages when they were summoned from several counties by
writs of Edward III. directed to the sheriffs, to assist in rebuilding
and enlarging the castle, together with the church and chapel of St.
George, at Windsor; accordingly, it is said, the Masons agreed on
tokens, &c. by which they might know one another, and to assist each
other against being impressed, and not to work unless free, and on
‘their own terms. Such have been the conjectures of various writers,
and hence it has been inferred, the institution of Freemasons sprung :
but these are all idle suppositions, and unworthy of a moment’s
consideration. - o

Let the beginning of Freemasonry be what it may, its end is laud-
‘able and good.—Philanthropy is the basis on which good-fellowship
is founded.

Such is the laudable purpose of this institution, such the bene-
volent principle of a Society which pays more deference to merit
than rank ; ‘and estimates the virtues at a higher rate than.all the gew-
gaw trappings of a vain world. Is there aught, then, that can more
attract the attention of a readet than the name of Freemason, which
includes the Friend, the Pbilantbropist, the Guardian, &c. nay, from
the great knowledge and perfection required in becoming a Master-
mason, I may add, the Preceptor, Counsellor, Oracle, &c.

Let not the reader be discouraged from a perusal by a conjecture
that these numbers will be confined to one subject:—Freemasonry is
far from being limited—almost every theme is admissible—and the
reader is hereby apprized that a great variety is in store; for the
Freemason is determined to leave no subject unnoficed which may
require observation, and tend in the least to promote the happiness
of mankind; presuming, that whatever regards our happiness must
certainly afford us entertainment. ' _

As to our correspondents, all the signs and fokens which the Freema-
son requires are, originality, clearness of style, truth, and sentiments
of love and loyalty. Such as boast of all or any of these qualities may
depend upon due attention being paid to their favours, and likewise
upon receiving every information which the Freemason can, with

.justice to himself, communicate,

Rx
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STATE OF FREEMASONRY

IN THE
COUNTY OF LINCOLN.

" BARTON UPON HUMBER.

HE Grand and Noble Science of Freemasonry was first intro-
duced under the sanction of the present Grand Lodgze of Eng-
land into this county by the Rev. Matthew Barnett, now resident at
Barton upon Humber, but formerly a member of the Rapy LobgE,
No. 372, Staindrop, Durham, who, in the year 1787, by a proper
application to the Grand Lodge, obtained a warrant of constitution,
bearing date the zoth of March, empowering the above-mentioned
Matthew Barnett—The Rev. Thomas Robinson—Field Dunn—
Richard Nicholson—John Western—John Stephenson—and Thomas
Matteson, to hold a regular Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons at
the George Inn in Barton aforesaid, under the title or denomination
of Sr. MaTTHEW'S LopGE, the No. being then 497, but now 406,
which was constituted on the z1st of September in the above-
mentioned year, by Brother Fletcher of the Mixerva Lopce, Hull,
several Brethren of which, together with the Masters, Wardens, and
others, of the RopNEy Lopce, Hull; the Master, Wardens, and
several of the Brethren of the St. GEorGE's EasT York MiLiTiA
Lobngk assisted.

The Brethren then went in procession to St. Peter's church, where
an excellent sermon was preached by Brother Rosixsox. The pro-
cession was conducted with great regularity and decorum; and after
their return to the Lodge-room, an oration, suitable for such an occa-
sion, was delivered by Brother BarNerr. After which the Brethren
dined together, and the rest of the day was spentin festivity and due
decorum.

St. MATTHEW'S LODGE meets the second and fourth Fridays in
winter, and the second Friday in summer; and their annual meeting
is held on the 21st of September, being the festival of St. Matthew.

The code of bye-laws adopted by this Lodge are excellent, and

* admirably well calculated to secure the principles of Freemaspnry ;

and.it has always been their fixed determination, strictly to adhere to
that necessary duty of being cautious, according to the best of their

t judgment, not to admit such persons as are likely to bring a stigma

upon so excellent an ‘Institution; ¢ for nothing can prove more
“ shocking to all faithful Masons than to see any of their Brethren
“ profane or break through the sacred rules of their Order; and such
“ as can do it they wish had never been admitted.” By which means
they have always been respectable but not numerous,

In the year 1792, Freemasonry promi:ing to be in a flourishing
state in this county, his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, Grand
Master of Masons, thought proper to appoint the Reverend William
Peters, L. L. B. prebendary of Lincoln, &c. &c, Provincial Grand’

D2
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Mouster in and over the said county of Lincolh, under whose patron-
age Masonry has sihce prospered much.

In the year 1793 a Provincial Grand Lodge was holden here under
the direction of the Rev. MaTruew BarNert, Deputy Provincial
Grand Mauster for the county, when the Master and Wardens, with
several of the Brethren of the Provincial Lodges, accompanied by
many Brethren of divers other Lodges out of the county, proceeded
in grand procession to the church of, St. Peter, where prayers were
read by Brother Rosinson, Grand Chaplain, and a sermon, extremely
well adapted for the occasion, preached by Brother BarxerT, D. P.
G. M.—Nothing could exceed the regularity and decorum with which
the procession was conducted ; and tne day was spent with the great-
* est harmony, loyalty, and unanimity, diffusing joy and gladness
through the whole society, every one happy with himself, and pleased
with each other.

From the last-mentioned date to the presenttime the ST. MATTHEW'S

Lopge has continued to be in a flounshing and happy state, owing
to the great activity and ardent zeal of the present members, who, in
all then meetings, never lose sight of that cousistency, love, and union,
which so highly distinguish their sacred Order.

The present Officers are, the Rev.. Matthew Barnett, M —James
.Bygott, P. M.—Field Dunn, S. W.—William Benton, J. W.—
William Hesleden, Treasurer.—Thomas Marris, Secre(zry —Wil-
liam Johnson, S. D.—Johu Nlclmlson, J. D.

Dec. 9, 1794, . AATOMOZ,

TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS' MAGAZINE.

SIR,

THE talents of two eminent English artists, the late Mr. Woollet and

Mr. Hall, baving lmmortalzzed the famous battles of L.a Hogue and
The Boyne, by engravings tbat bave done bonour to their own
names, it may not be unacceptable to your readers to bave preserved

in TnE GeENERAL AND CompLETE LIBRARY bistorical accounts of

those celebrated battles to illustrate the engravings. I bave, there-
Jore, transcribed them from two respectable bistoriuns, and send-them
- Jor insertion. . F S

, SEA-FIGHT
OFF CAPE LA HOGUE, A. D. 1692;

From DarLryMPLE's MEMOIRS OF GREAT BRITAIN,

FTER the English and Dutch fleets, consi'sﬁng of 99 ships of ;

. the line, and carrying above 7000 guns, an above 40,000 men,
the greatest navy that ever covered the ocean, ha | taken their station

at St. Helen’s, the anxieties of the nation redoubled ; because, in the

|
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fate of that fleet, it was plain to all the fate of the nation was involved.
As few secrets can be kept which'are entrusted to many, it had been
already whispered abroad, that several officers ‘of the English fleet
were disaffected ; and now the clamours of the public became loud,
that the suspected officers should be changed. In this state of uncer~
tainty who ought or ought not to be trusted, the queen * took a reso~
lution to bind a generous class of men by a generous trust. She
ordered Lord Nottingham to write to Russell, “ That she had de-
¢ clared, she would change none of her officers, and that she imputed
¢ the reports which had been raised against them, to the contiivance
“ of her enemies and theirs.” The admirals and captains sent back
an address, in which they vowed, ¢ That they were ready to die in
“.her cause and their country’s.” Yet Russel signed not this ad-
dress, either from accident, or because he was conscious of betraying
either his late master or his present one. The queen answered the
address in these words : I had always this opinion of the comman-
“ ders; but I am glad this is come to satisfy others.” The queen
took another prudent step ; instead of prohibiting James’s declaration
to be read, she ordered it to be published, with an answer to it, waich
was drawn by Lloyd, one of the seven bishops who had been sent to
the Tower; thus manifesting, that she submitted her title to the reason
of her subjects, instead of betraying a fear that it could not stand
examination, .

The officers had scarcely signed their address, when they insisted
to sail for the coast of France, some prompted by loyaity, and others
by a desire to remove suspicion; and, at a council of war, it was
resolved to stretch over to Cape-la-Hogue.

On the 18th of May 169z the combined fleets sailed. The
Frenth fleet, of about go ships of the line, was at that time at sea in
quest of the English, and was descried next day, at three o clock in
the morning, about seven leagues from Barfleur. As the French were
many leagues to the windward, they might easily have avoided an
engagement; and all the flag-officers advised Tourville to retire ; but
he rusied on. Russel’s motions filled him for some time with hopes,
for Russel’s fleet was not in order until eight o’clock ; he lay bv with
his fore-top-sail to the mast, until twelve o’clock; and aliowed the
enemy fo come within half a musket-shot of him before he flung
out the bloody flag. During this interval, the bold advance of 1'our-
ville with so unequal a force, together with the tardiness of Russel,
raised doubts and anxieties in many of the English captains. They
looked around to see when their own officers were to raise up against
them, or-when the ship next to theirs was to quit the line, and sail
over to their enemies. '

Tourville, who was in the Royal Sun, carrying 100 guns, the finest
ship in Europe, passed all the Dutch and English ships which he
tound in his way, singled out Russel, and bore down upon him ; but,

* King William was at this time in Holland.
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by the reception which he got, he was soon convinced of his mistake
in thinking that an English admiral cduld, in consideration of any
interest upon earth, strike to a French one. Yet, though conscious
of the inferiority of his fleet, he was ashamed to abandon a situation
which his officers had in vain advised him to avoid ; and the rest of
the admirals, -and the captains, ashamed to abandon their head, joined
-in the action as fast as they came up, and maintained it, not so much
hoping to gain honour, as striving to lose as little of it as they could.
‘The engagement between the two admirals’ ships lasted an hour and
a half, and then Tourville was towed off, being obliged to retire by
the damage he had sustained in his rigging ; but five French ships
instantly closed in, and saved him. The battle, in the mean time,
went on in different parts with uncertain success, from the vast.number
of ships engaged, which sometimes gave aid to the distressed, and at
other times snatched victory from those who thought they were sure
of it. Alemond, the Dutch admiral, who was in the van, and had
received orders to get round the French fleet, in order that no part
of it might escape, attempted in vain to obey; and a thick fog, at
four o'clock in the afternoon, separated the combatants from the view
of each other. In about two hours the fog cleared up. It was then
observed, that Tourville, instead of repairing his rigging, had with-
drawn to the rear, and that the French line was broke in many other
places.

Russel, certain that Tourville would not have retired, unless it had
been resolved that his fleet was to fly, made a signal to chace from all
quarters, without any regard to order. In one of the engagements,
during this chace; Rear-admiral Carter was killed, giving orders, with
kis last breath, to fight the ship as long as she could swim; a proof’
either that his correspondence with James had beeén maintained with
a view to deceive him, or that the last passion in an Englishman’s
breast is the love of his country. The running engagement of the
afternoon was, like the regular one of the forenoon, interrupted by a
fog, and afterwards by a calm, and in the end it was closed by dark-
ness. :

During the night, the two fleets, off the shallow .coast of France,
anchored close to each other; but the impetuosity of some English
officers carried their ships through the French fleet; and Sir Cloudsley
Shovel, with his division, had got between Tourville's squadron and
the rest of the French fleet; so that the ships of the three nations lay
intermingled with each other during the night, waiting for the morning
with impatience, uncertain-whether they were among friends or foes ;
and judging of their distances from other $hips, only by the signals of
distress which they heard, or the flames of the ships which were on
fire. . ’ .

The arrival of the morning brought a renewal of the chace. But
the French fleet were now reduced to thirtv-four ships ; four of which
had taken fire in the engagement, being blown up during the night,
and the rest having escaped. This day was signalized by no engage-
ment, but by a spectacle far more important ; that of the Englsh
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" fleet driving the French one along their own coasts, and in the sight

of innumerable crouds of their countrymen upon the shores. The
French, in their flight, were met by a fresh squadron of sixteen ships,
which were coming to join them ; but these ships, perceiving the fate
of their friends, turned to flight, and shared in that disgzrace they
could not avert. Fogs, calms, tides, and the veering of the winds,
saved France from the vengeance of England and Holland for ope
day.
}[’Jpon the third day, Tourville’s ship, the Royal Sun, with his two
seconds, one of o, the other of 84 guns, together with some frigates,
took refuge upon the coast, near Cherbourg; and 18 more of the
largest ships followed their example near La-Hogue ; the rest bein
more fortunate, drove through the race of Alderney. Russel orde

the main body of the fleet, under Sir John Ashby, to pursue that of
the enemy ; left Sir Ralph Delavalle, with one squadron, to destroy
the ships at Cherburg ; and stationed himself with another to confine
those which were at La-Hogue.

As the art of sailing was not so much improved then as it has
been since, Ashby durst not pursue enemies who pointed him the
way through a passage which another admiral*, with a squadron, and
a great fleet of transports, went through in one day with ease, and
without the flying sails of an enemy to direct him. But Delavalle,
next day, burnt the three ships, together with the frigates, at Cher-
burg, not without some pain, even to those who destroyed them,
when they considered what magnificent fabrics they were reducing
to ashes. .

And now, upon the fifth day, some of Delavalle’s ships having’
advanced, and some of Ashby’s having returned to join Russel’s
squadron, Russel made preparations to destroy the enemy’s ships at
La-Hogue, which were now reduced to thirteen, five of them haviug
the day before, in the hurry and confusion, made their escape. The
French had employed all the interval of time which Russel had left
them since their ships had taken refuge, in making provisions to
defend them. The ships themselves were drawn up as far upon the
shallows as tides and cables could bring them : they were covered
with the forts De-Lisset and De-la-Hogue ; platforms were raised on
shore, and planted with all the artillery of the army; numbers of
chaloups filled with officers and men lined the shoals; behind stood '
all the French army ready drawn up; and, upon a height between
the ships and the army, K}i,ng James, the Duke of Berwick, Marischal
Bellefonde, Tourville, and other great land and sea officers, placed
thiemselves to behold the action, and to give their orders. All pre-
cautions were taken, except one which James had suggested, and
which was the best; for, when he perceived the French seamen
dishieartened by defeat, flight, pursuit, and theé necessity of takin
refuge, he foretold that no good could be expected from them, an

'_ Lord Howe.
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advised, but in vain, that a number of the regiments, and of the
artillery-men,. should be put on board the ships, where they could
fight with the same steadirfess as if they had been in land castles,
because the ships were a-ground. .
Russel gave the charge of the attack to Vice-admiral Rooke :
Rooke advanced with several men of war, frigates, and fire-ships,
together with all the boats of the fleet. But he soon found ‘that the
men of war could not get within reach; that the frigates could only
advance so far as to cover the attack ; and that the whole service de-
pended upon the boats. In this situation, he gave only a general
" order for the boats to.advance, surround the enemy’s ships, and board
or burn where they best could ; leaving all the rest to the spirit of
“the seamen. The seamen strove with each other whose barge should
be foremost ; and singled out the particular ships they were to attack,
according to their fancy, and sometimes as a merry mood directed
them. They made use of their ocars alone as they advanced, without
firing upon the platforms, the chaloups, or the vessels aground; so soon
as they got to the sides of the ships, throwing away their musquets,
they gave three huzzas, and scrambled bp the heights above them,
with their cutlasses in their hands, and many without any arms at all.
Some cut the rigging ; others set fire to the vessel ; others pointed
the guns of the ships against their own chaloups, platforms, and forts,
Few assaulted the mariners within, because they accounted the ships
to be their only foes. From this circumstance, thé French mariners
often went off undisturbed in their boats from one side of a French
ship, while the English had entered, and were destroying it upon
the other. i
But at last, tired with doing mischief in detail, the assailants ail
Joined together to burn the enemy’s ships; and having set fire to
them, descended with the same huzzas with which they had boarded.
In this way they burnt six the first day. The rest, together with a
great number of transports and ammunition ships, shared the same
fate the next morning, the enemies making little resistance, because
they saw it was fruitless. Few prisoners were taken; for the officers
were possessed with the idea of the seamen, that the destruction of
the ships was their only object ; and some of them even mazde apo~
logies to government for having incumbered themselves with pri-
soners. . °
During this action, a generous exclamation burst from James ; for,
when he first saw the seamen in swarms, scrambling vp the high
sides of the French ships from their boats, he cried out, “ Ah! none
¢ but my brave English could do so brave an action!” Words
which were immediately carried through ‘the French camp, creatin
offence and respect at the same time. After both the French an
English had abandoned the vessels which were on fire, some of .their
guns which had not been discharged went off, whilst the vessels were
burning to the water’s edge, and a few of the balls passed near James's
person, and killed some of those who were around him. He then
said, “ Heaven fought against him,” and retired to his tent. His
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ealamity was increased by a letter which he received the same day
from the Princess Anne, full of tenderness and contrition. She as-
sured him, that she would fly to him so soon as he landed ; and con-~
cluded with saying, “ She could ask for his forgiveness, because,
« being his daughter, she could hope for it; but how could she ask
« him to present her duty to the queen!" The letter was dated so
far back as the 1oth of December; but Lloyd, who brought it, had
been prevented by accidents from delivering it sooner. The original
severity of James's mind had been softened into tend ‘rness by his
misfortunes. Sir Charles Littleton having some time before said to
him, he was ashamed that his son was with the Piince of Orange,
James interrupted him with these words, ¢ Alas! Sir Chailes, why
« ashamed ? are not my daughters with him?” Russel ordered
solemn prayers, and a thanksgiving, through all his fleet, for the vic-
tory. In England, a present of thirty thousand pounds was given
by the queen to the seamen, and public funerals were bestowed on
those officers whose bodjes were brought on shore. But, in France,
James slowly, and sadly returned to bury the remembrance of his
reatness in the convent of La Trappe. All his attempts, and those
of his family afterwards, to recover the throne of their ancestors, were
either disappointed by the insincerity of French friendship, or were
the mere efforts of despair. :

S

THE BATTLE OF THE BOYNE.

From Leranp’s HisTory oF IRELAND,

EVERAL new regiments, English, Dutch, and Brandenburghers,
having arrived in the northern province of Ireland, the whole

army impatiently expected the arrival of the king, who, on the
fourteenth day of June 1690, landed at Carricfergus, and was received
by the soldiers and inhabitants in a transport of joy. He came at-
tended by Prince George of Denmark, the young Duke of Ormond,
the Earls of Oxford, Scarborough, and Manchester, and other persons
of distinction ; was met by Duke Schomberg, the Prince of Wirtem-
berg, Kirk, and other officers ; received an address from the northern
clergy, presented by Walker, and published his proclamations for the
suppression of rapine, violence, and injustice. His military genius
prompted him, and the present distracted state of England, together
with the formidable preparations of France, obliged him to a vigorous -
prosecution of the war. From Belfast he advanced to Lisburne and
Hillsborough. . .

His forces were ordered to take the field ; and when some cautious
souncils were suggested by his officers, he rejected them with indig-

You. 1V, , 3 4



N

"6 THE FREEMASONS' MAGAZINE,

nation. “ Icame not to Ireland,” said he,  to let grass under
my feet. At Loughbrickland, his whole army assembled from their
different quarters, and were joined by the king and his train. William
ordered them to change their encampment, tiat he might review the
regiments on their march to the new ground. - The officers imagined,
that on a tempestuous and dusty day, he would content himself with
a general view from some convenient station ; but they saw him dart
quickly into the throng, riding eagerly from place to place, examining
every regiment and every troop distinctly and critically. His soldiers
_ twere thus pleased and animated, every man considering himself as
under the immediate inspection of his royal leader, who took his
quarters in the camp, was the whole day on horseback at the head of
an advanced party, viewing the adjacent country, reconnoitering, or

directing the accommodations necessary for his soldiers. When an_

order was presented to him to be signed for wine for his own table,
he passionately exclaimed, that his men should be first provided ;
¢ Let them not want,” said he, ¢ I shall drink water.”. An army of
thirty-six thousand men, thus animated and excellently appointed,
advanced southward to decide the fate of Ireland, while the fleet
coasted slowly in view, to supply them with every necessary, and
thus to increase their confidence. )

Six days had elapsed from the time of William’s landing, when
James received the first intelligence that a prince who he confidently
believed must be detained in England by faction and discontént, was

_ already on his march ta meet him. He committed the guard of
Dublin to'a militia, under the command of Lutterel, the governor,
and marched with six thousand French infantry to join the main body
of his army, which, at the approach of the enemy, had retired from
Dundalk and Ardee, and now lay near Drogheda, on the banks of the
river Boyne. His numbers were about thirty-three thousand. His
council of officers reminded him, that the naval armament of France
was completed, and the fleet perhaps already on the English coast ;
that Louis had promised, as soon as the squadron attending on Wil
liam should return, he would send a fleet of frigates into the Irish
seas to destroy his transports ; that he would be thus fatally detained
in Ireland, while Britain was threatened by foreign invasion, and the
domestic enemies of the reigning prince concerting an insurrection.

. In such circumstances, they advised him to wait the event of those
designs formed in his favour, not to hazard an engagement against
superior numbers, to strengthen his garrisons, to march to the Shannon
with his cavalry and a small body of foot, and thus to maintain a de-
fensive war against an enemy which, in a strange and unfriendly
climate, without provisions or succours, 'must gradually perish by
disease and famine. James, on the ‘contrary, contended, that to
abandon the. capital, were to confess himself subdued ; that his repu-
tation must be irreparably ruined; that the Irish, who judged by ap-
pearances, would desert; and, what was of still more moment, his
fiiends in England and Scotland must be dispirited, and deterred
from their attempts to restoye him. He eypressed satisfaction, that



v FoR JANUARY 1794. ‘27

he had at last the opportunity of one fair battle for the crown. He
insisted on maintaining his present post, and, from such animated
language, his officers concluded that he meant to take a desperate
part in the engagement; yet, with an ominous precaution, he dis-

tched Sir Patrick Trant, one of his commissioners of revenue, to
@aterford, to prepare a ship forconveying him to France, in case
of any misfortune. )

William was no stranger to the motions of the French, and the
machinations of his enemies. Whatever was the proper conduct for
James, it was evidently his interest to bring their contest to an im-
mediate decision. On the last day of June, at the first dawn of
morning, his army moved towards the river in three columns. He
marched at the head of his advanced guard, which by nine o’clock
appeared within two miles of Drogheda. William observing a hill
west of the town, rode to the summit with his principal officers, to
take a view of the enemy. On their right was Drogheda, filled with
Frish soldiers. Eastward of the town, on the farther banks of the
river, their camp extended in two lines, with a morass on the left,.
difficult to be passed. In their front were the fords of the Boyne,
deep and dangerous, with rugged banks, defended by some breast-. -

i works, with huts and hedges, convenient to be lined with infantry.

On their rear, at some distance, lay the church and village of Donore ;
three miles farther was the pass of Duleek, on which they depended
for a retreat. The view of their encampment was intercepted b

some hills to the south-west, so that Sgravenmore, one of William’s

. generals, who counted but forty-six regiments, .spoke with contempt

of the enemy’s numbers. The king observed, that more might lie
concealed behind these hills, and many be stationed in the town ;
“ But it is my purpose,” said he, “ to be speedily acquainted with
% their whole strength.” - !

His army was now marching into camp ; when William, anxious
to gain a nearer and more distinct view of the enemy, advanced, with
some officers, within' musquet-shot of a ford epposite to a village
talled Old Bridge ; here he conferred for some time on the methods
of passing, and glanting his batteries ; when riding on still westward,
he alighted, and sat down to refresh himself on a rising ground.
Neither” the motions of William nor of his army were unnoticed.
Berwick, Tyrconnell, Sarsefield, and some other generals, rode
slowly on the opposite banks, viewing the army in their march, and
soon discovered the present situation of the king. A party of about
forty horse immediately appeared in a plowed field, opposite to the
place on which he sat. In their centre they carefully concealed
two field-pieces, which they planted unnoticed, under cover of a
hedge, and retired. William mounted his horse ; at that moment
the first discharge killed a man and two horses on a line (at some

* distance) with the king ; another ball instantly succeeded, grazed on

|

|

the banks of the river, rose, and slanted on his right shoulder, tearin
his coat and flesh. His attendants crouded round him, apd appear
Ea2
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in confusion. - An-tiniversal shout of joy rung through the Irish camp, |

at the news that Orange was no more.

It was conveyed rapidly to Dublin; it was wafted to Paris; Louis

“received it with extacy ; and the guns of the Bastile proclaimed the
meanness of his triumph.

. While some squadrons of the enemy’s horse drew down to the |
river, asif to pursué a flying enemy, William rode through his camp, |

to prevent all alarms, or false reports of his danger. On the arrival

of his artillery, the batteries were mounted, and the cannonading con- |

tinued on each side, not without some execution,. till the close of

. €vening. Some deserters were received, and gave various accounts |
of the strength and disposition of the enemy. One, who appeared of
“some note, spoke so plausibly, and at the same time so magnificently |
of their numbers, that William seemed disconcerted. To Sir Robert |
Southwell, his secretary of state, who had given him different intel-

‘ligence, he expressed his suspicion that the enemy was really stronger
than he imagined. Southwell communicated the king’s doubts to
Cox, his under-secretary, through whose channel the intelligence had
been conveyed. Cox, with an acuteness which seems to have laid
the foundation of his future fortune, led the deserter through the
"English camp ; and when he had surveyed it, asked at what he com-

puted the amount of William’s forces. The man confidently rated |

them at more than double their number. The king was thus satisfied
that his reports arose from ignorance and presumption. Other de-
serters made reports more unfavourable to the enemy; and the king
was assured, that James, in expectation of defeat, had already con-
veyed part of his baggage and artillery to Dublin.

+  About nine at night, William called a council of war, not to deli-
‘berate, but to receive his orders; and here he declared his resolution
of passing the river in front of the enemy. Duke Schomberg, with
the. caution natural to his years, endeavoured to dissuade him from
this hazardous enterprize; and when he could not prevail, insisted
that part of the army should be immediately detached to secure the
bridge of Slane, about three miles westward of their camp; so as to
flank the enemy, and to cut them off from Duleek, the pass through
which they might retreat. It is generally imputed to the indifference
with which hi\?ouncil was received, that this general retired in dis-
gust, and received the order of battle in his tent, declaring, that < it
was the first ever sent to him.” "Npr did James discover more atten-
tion to this important pass of Slane. In his council of war, Hamilton
recommended that eight regiments might be sent immediately to se-
cure the bridge. James proposed to employ fifty dragoons in this
service ; the general, in astohishment, bowed and was silent.

William directed that the river should be passed in three different
places ; by his right wing, commanded by Count Schomberg, son
of the duke, and General Douglas, on the west, at some fords disco-
vered near the bridge of Slane; by the centre, commanded by Duke
Schomberg, in front of the Irish camp; and by the left wing, led by
the king himself, at a ford between the army and the town of Drog-
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Feda. Atmidnight, William once more rode through his canyp with
torches, inspected every post, and issued his final orders.

Early on the succeeding morning, Count Schomberg with the
cavalry, and Douglas with the infantry which composeﬁ the right
wing, marched towards Slane, with greater alacrity than the troops
sent from the other side to oppose them. They crossed .the river
without any opposition, except from a regiment of dragoons stationed
over-night at the ford, of which they killed seventy before their retreat
could be secured. They advanced, and found their antagonists drawn
up in twolines. They formed, mixing their horse and foot, squadron
with battalion, till on the arrival of more infantry, they changed their
position, drawing the horse to the right, by which they considerably
out-flanked the enemy. But they were to force their way thrm;?
fields inclosed by deep ditches, difficult to be surmounted, especially
by the .horse, who, in the face of an enemy, we:e obliged to advance
in order; beyond these lay the morass, still more embarrassing.
The infantry were ordered -to plunge in, and, while the horse found
a firm passage to the right, forced their way with fatigue and difficulty.
The enemy, astonished at their intrepidity, fled instantly towards
Duleek, and were pursued with slaughter.

By the time when it was supposed that the right wing had made .
good their passage, the infantry in the centre was set in motion. The
Dutch guards first entered the river on the right, opposite to Old-
Bridge. The French protestants and Eniskilleners, Brandenburgh-
ers and English, at their several . passes to the left, plunged in with
alacrity, checking the current, and swelling the water, so that it rose
in some places to their middle, in others to their breasts, and obliged
the infantry to support their arms above their heads. The Dutch
had marched unmolested to the middle of the river, when a violent
discharge was made from the houses, breast-works, and hedges, but
without execution; they moved on, gained the opposite banks,
formed gradually, and drove the Irish from their posts. As they still
advanced, the squadrons and battalions of the enemy suddenly ap-
peared in view behind the eminences which had concealed them,
Five of these battalions bore down upon those Dutch who had already

assed, but were received firmly, and repulsed. The efforts of the
rish horse were equally unsuccessful. Two attacks were bravely
repelled, when the French and Eniskilleners arrived to the support of
the Dutch, and drove back a third body of horse with considerable
execution. .

In the mean time, General Hamilton led the Irish infantry to the
very margin of the river, to oppose the passage of the French and
English. ~But his men, although stationed in the post of honour, at
the requisition of their officers, shrunk from the danger. ~Their
cavalry proved more spirited. A squadron of Danes was attacked
with such fury and success, that they fled back through the river.
The Irish horse pursued, and, on their return, fell furiously on the
French Huguenots, who had no pikes to sustain their shock, -ang,
were instantly broken. Caillemote, their brave commander, receive
his mortal wound, and when borne to the English camp, with his las¢
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breath animated his countrymen -vho were passing the river. As he
lay bleeding in the arms of four soldiers, he collected strength to ex-
claim repeatedly in his own language, A la gloire, mes enfans! a
la gloire !” ¢« To glory; my boys! to glory!” The rapidity of the
Jrish horse, the flight of the Danes, and the disorder of the French,
spread a general alarm, and the want of cavalry struck the minds even
of the peasants, who were but spectators of the battle, so forcibly, that
“-a general cry of** Horse ! horse !"” was suddenly raised, was mistaken
for an order to “ halt,” surprised and confounded the centre,” was
conveyed to the right wing, and for a while retarded their pursuit.
In this moment of disorder, Duke Schomberg, who-had waited to
support his friends on ahy dangerous emergency, rushed through the
river, and placing himself at the head of the Huguenot forces, who
were now deprived of their.leader, pointed to some French regiments
in their front, and cried, “ Allons, messieurs, voila vos persecu-
teurs.” “ Come on, gentlemen, there are your persecutors.” .These
were his last words. The Irish horse: who had broken the French
mtestants, wheeled through Old-bridge, in order to join their main
y, but were cut down by the. Dutch and Eniskilleners. About
" sixteen of their squadron escaped, and returning furiously from the
slaughter of their companions, were mistaken by.the Huguenots for
some of their own friends, and suffered to pass. They wounded
Schomberg in the head, and were hurrying him forward, when his
ewn men fired and slew him. About the same time, Walker of
London-Derry, whose passion for military glory had hurried him un-
necessarily into this engagement, received a wound in his belly, and
instantly expired. o
After an uninterrupted firing of an hour, the disorder on both sides
occasioned some respite. The centre of the English army began to
recover from their confusion. The Irish retreated towards Donore,
where James stood during the engagement, surrounded by his guards,,
.and here, drawing up in good order, once more advanced. William
had now crossed the river at the head of Dutch, Danish, and English
cavalry, through a dangerous and difficult pass, where his horse
floundering in the mud, obliged him to dismount, and accept the as-
sistance of his attendants. And now, when the enemy had advanced
almost within musquet-shot of his infantry, he was seen with his sword
drawn, animating his squadrons, and preparing to fall on their flank.
They halted, and again retreated to Donore. But here, facing about
vigorously, they charged with such success, that the English cavalry,
though led on by their king, was forced from their ground. Wil-
Ham, with a collection of thought which accompanies true courage,
rode up to the Enniskilleners, and asked, “ What they would do for
him ?” Their officer informed them who he was; they advanced
with him, and received the enemy’s fire. But, as he wheeled to the-
left, they followed by mistake; yet, while William led up some
Dutch troops, they perceived their error, and returned bravely to the
charge. The battle was now maintained on each side with equal
ardour, and with variety of fortune. The king, who mingled in the
hottest part of the engagement, was constantly exposed te danger.
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One of his own troopers, mistaking him for an enemy, presented
a pistol to his head; William calmly put it by, * What,” said he,
“ do not you know your friends ! The presence of such a prince
gave double vigour to his soldiers,. The Irish infantry were finally
repulsed. Hamilton made one desperate effort to turn the fortune of
the day, at the head of his horse. Their shock was furious, but
neither orderly nor steady. They were routed, and their gener.
conveyed a prisoner to William. The king asked him whether the
Irish would fight more. “ Upon my honour,” said Hamilton, I
¢ believe they will ; for they have yet a good body of horse.” Wil-
liam surveyed the man who had betrayed him in his transactions with
Tyrconnel, and in a sullen and contemptuqus tone exclaimed, *“ Ho-
nour ! your honour!”

Nor was this asseveration of Hamilton well grounded. The right
wing of William’s army had, by this time, forced their way through
difficult grounds, and pursued the enemy close to Duleek. Lauzun °
rode up to James, who still continued at Donore, advising him to
retreat immediately, as he was in danger of being surrounded. He
marched to Duleek at the head of Sarsefield’s regiment; his army
followed, and poured through the pass, not without some annoyance
from a party of English dragoons, which they might easily have cut
to pieces, hadthey not been solely intent on flying. When they
reached the open ground, they drew up, and cannonaded their pur-
suers. Their officers ordered all things for a retreat, which they made
in such order as was commended by their enemies. Their 16ss in
this engagement was computed at fifteen hundred ; that of William’s
army scarcely amounted to one third of this number.

Here was a final period of James’s Irish royalty. He arrived at
Dublin in great disorder, and damped the joy of his friends, who, at
the intelligence of William’s death, every moment expected to receive
him in triumph. He assembled the popish magistrates dnd council
of the city ; he told them, that in England his army had deserted him;
in Ireland ‘they had fled in the hour of danger, nor could be persuaded
to rally, though their loss was incgnsiderable ; both he and they must’
therefore shift for themselves, It had been deliberated whether, in
case of such a misfortune, Dublin should not be set on fire ; but on
their allegiance he charged them to commit no such barbarous out-
rage, which must reflect dishonour-on him, and irritate the conqueror.
He was obliged, he said, to yield to force, but would never cease to
labour for their deliverance ; too much blood had been already shed,
and Providence seemed to declare against him ; he, therefore, advised
them. 10 set their prisoners at liberty, and submit to the Prince of"
Orange, who was merciful.

The reflection on the courage of his Irish troops was ungracious,
and provoked their officers to retort it  on the -king. They con-
tended, that in the whole of the engagement, their men, though not"
animated by a princely leader, had' taken no inglorious part. They
observed, that while William shared the danger of his army, encou-

raging them by his presence, by his veice, by his example, James:
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stood, at secure distance, a quiet spectator of the contest for his crown
. and dignity. ¢ Exchange kings,” said they, “and we will once

more fight the battle.” Their indignation was increased whben they
. saw the prince who inveighed against Irish cowardice fly precipi-

tately tp Waterford, breaking down the bridges to prevent a’pursuit,
and instantly embark for France, .

ON
' CONYUGAL INFIDELITY.

Tua sim, tua dicar oportet:
Penelope conjux semper Ulyssis ero.

N the reign of Charles II. when licentiousness was at its height in
Britain, a private yeoman of the guards refused the mistress of a~
prince. The lady, who was dissatisfied with her noble lover, had
fixed her eyes upon this man, and thought she had no more to do
than speak her pleasure, He got out of her way ; he refused to un-
derstand her; and when she pressed him farther, he answesed, I am
married. .

The story reached the king, with all its circumstances ; but they
who expected an extravagant laugh upon the occasion were disap-
pointed. He sent for the person; he found him a gentleman, though
reduced to that mean station; and, *“ Odds fish, man,” says he,
“ though Iam not honest enough to be virtuous myself; 1 value those
;;fthat are.” He gave him an appointment, and respected him for

e.

We say this is an age of less debauchery ; I wish it would afford an
instance of modesty so well rewarded. The reader smiles at a man’s
modesty ; the word did not escape me ; it was a trap to catch that
guilty smile which, if I had the art and eloquence to write what 1 feel
truly, I would convert into a blush, before its dimple smoothed upon
the cheek. Why is not modesty as laudable in our sex as the other. ?
It is a virtue surely ; and the more to be valued because it is un-
common. Wherefore should the faith of marriage be ridiculous ?
‘We gave it as our choice, and we established it by all that is most
sacred in the church.—He who violates that oath has neither con-
stancy. of mind nor honour; and the fop that ridicules it, mocks
religion, ’ ‘

1 am afraid we are more abandoned than the age which we call
most licentious, and add one crime, hypocrisy. Who regards now
the dignity of virtue, or the authority of heaven? Who has a sense
for the delicacy of marriage, or who tastes the true delights of it ?
There ar¢ a few, or it would have been vain tQ name the opposite
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&lly ; for admonition would have had small power, unless with some
examples. These will be displeased, perhaps, to be called forth into
the world’s eye, for virtue is naturally reserved in a world of vice }
but they must pardon me the slight confusion, arid suffera momentary
blush without offence, since it is for the good of thousands.

I am afraid debauchery accompanies those arts which theéy say ci~
vilize a people; but if it be so in this instance, however strange it
may sound, we had better yet have remained savage. The éxtreme
parts of our united Scotland, whose people we despise for their fru-
gality (another virtue which good company have made ashamed to
shew itself), are honest in this article to a wonder; and in the Swedes
dominions, towards the Pole, there is no name for adultery. They
thought it an offence man could not commit against man, and have
no word to express it in their language. The unpolished Lapland
peasant, with these thoughts, is, as a human creature, much more
respectable than the gay Briton, whose heart is stained with vices,
and estranged from natural affection ; and he is happier. The perfect
confidence mutually reposed between him and the honest partner of
his breast, entails a satisfaction even on the lowest poverty ; it gilds
the humble hearth, and lights the cabin; their homely meal is a sa-
crifice of thanks, and every breath of smoke rises inincense. If hand
be laid upon the hand, it is sure affection; and if some infant plays
about their knees, they look upon him, and on one another, with a
delight that greatness seldom knows, because it feels distrust; each
sees the other’s features in the growing face, and the pateinal lové
strengthens the marriage union. . .

This is their course of life ; and see the difference which it raises in
their conduct! With us, the husband falls in war ; the widow mourns
ten days, and then to cards. With them, if the poor fisher slips out
of his boat, the wife cries, heaven will protect my children, and she
follows him. She does not judge amiss; her family becomes the
common care, and while the wives of others blame, they also envy
her.

This is savage wedlock; this the behaviour of the poor. Great.
ness should blush and imitate. Perhaps there has been no time in
which a violation of the marriage oath was so common as dt present,
I am concerned that 1 must say the women hold it light ; but to pal-
liate, in some degree, a crime which nothing can éxcuse, it must be
owned the husbands lead the way, and give the provocation.

There is a baseness in abandoning an honourable wife for the
common prostitute, which custom cannot at all justify ; and they add
insult to the perfidy who do it openly. Can any man Suppose a
woman of delicacy can receive h:im to her chaste arms from a common
creature # It poisons conjugal affection.—Or that she can respect
him as she did, who treats her with & manifest contempt ? Beside the
sacred character of virtue, there is something due to the place of a
wife ; and this is an indignity, if she has spirit, never to be forgiven ;
the breach is, at the best, but covered, not made up; and true hap~
piness is afterwards impossible. °

Vor. I,V .
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* The happiness of marriage must depend on love, and this is much
more delicate than common friendship ;- the merit, the claim to it, is
not to have offended ; for to be truly forgiven is impossible. They
may be content with one another who have had this cause of dis-
agreement, and friends, by intercession, or necessity of circum-
stances, may keep them together; but content and living in one
house do not amount to marriage. He who has given ol’ince this
way may do it again; there is reason to believe he who never did it
never will ; and there is no true confidence but that which springs
from having no sin on remembrance. .

T know this doctiine of a husband’s chastity will sound strangaly in
the'present age, for truth must do so to the ear of error, bat it is not
less true. Men are familiarized to it by example, and induced by
public invitation. There is scarce a family where the prostitution is
pot committed, or a newspaper which does not invite men to it, under
4ll the false allurements of a vitiated sense, and promises of false
security. * Gentlemen, come on,” this is their common language,
¢ beauty was made for you, and variety is pleasure ! What do you
¢ want? Of what are you afraid ? The prostitute advertises her
¢ beauty in a copy of verses, and the green lamp in the passa
“ offers you security ; nay, if you neglect this, the doctor, in the
* next paragraph, promises a speedy cure, and your wife shall not
“ know it:”” Vain and ridiculous man! If you suppose the advan-
tages are all your own ; read farther, convenient lodgings are offered
to your wife ; or if your daughter boggles at consequences, she reads
where she may lie-in privately. : ;

" The government should interfere in this. It may be that some
path to the poor folly should be open; but posts should not be set at
every corner to direct men to it. Half the ill they commit is forced
upon them ; and, perhaps, the wildest young man of the present age
would have made an honourable member of the state, if those who
lived upon his vices had not led him into them.

These open invitations should not be permitted. We are a Christian
if we are a free people; and that restraint which is not withheld in
one place, shouhf no more be omitted in another. If a man, for '
bread, prints an indecent word about the state, he is arraigned ; and |
the spunge, liberty of the press, shrinks as it is squeezed by the hard |
hand of justice. ~Why should those laws which hold government |
sacred, pay less regard to religion ? Or why should not our rulers
shew as much respect to the morals as the allegiance of the people.
: : K.
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o
" THE FALSE LEARNING
OF THE PRESENT AGE.

BY THE REV. W. ROBERTS, A M. F. A. §. and F. C. C. C.
: OXON.

Bacon's words, ¢ of vain altercatjons, vain affectations, and vain
imaginations,” It is a subject of regret to consider, that this false
learning does not arise from the want of a disposition in the charac er
of the times tawards ol;jects of this nature, but from a wrong bias in
its direction, resulting from the contagious effects of a distempered
refinement. ' :

It would be unjust to our own age to dzny, that what we have lost '
in depth, we have recovered in breadth; and that, for one profoundly
learned of the old times, we have ten superficially so in the present.
Unfortunately, indeed, literature has of late years become a part of
the mode, and has accordingly partaken of its insipidity, its caprice,
and its adulterations. There is in fashion a tyrannical insolence, that
Joves to trample upon nature and the right constitution of things:
she insists upon submission, and yet her requisitions are as perverse
as they are peremptory. Sheimposes the same tax upon us all, with-
out considering our inequality of resource, and different measures of
ability. If it-be the fashion to be learned, learned we must be at all
events; and our ingenuity is strained to the top of its bent, to dis-
cover succedanenms that may supply, and impositions that may
dazzle, till literature becomes a commodity a$ artificial as dress, and
admits of the same mockery of imitation, the same speciousness of
ornament, the same coxcombry of character, and the same artifices of
deception. When an article becomes the mode, such as have the
means, will procure it genuine and perfect ; while those who are witlj-
out them, muyst resort to some adulteration that retains its resem-
blance, or some composition that usurps its appearance. _

It seams, perhaps, a solecism; yet in some circumstances I ¢annot
but lament the abundance of our resources, and the fertility of our
inventions, which, in respect to learning, have conjured up such im-
positions and deceptions, and suggested such seducing resemblances,
that we are betrayed by our impatience, precipitance, and vanity, into
the adoption of tlis literary chicane, instead of the ingenuous ambition
of real attainments. The effect of these mechanical helps has been
very much to multiply the professors of knowledge, without adding
many to the number of its faithful votaries; they have stocked its
.wardrobe with such an inexhaus%ble diversity of tinselled apparel,

2 :

FALSE learning, in which I include false taste, consists, in Lord
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" that her badges have lost their customary distinction, and are become
as equivocal tests as ribbands and stars. .

Besides the operation of this impertinent mixture of-fashion, in ex-

tending the surface, and contracting the depth of knowledge, it may

- be made a question, whether some of those inventions on which hu-

manity prides itself the most, may not be in some sort thargeable on

a similar ground. I centemplate the art of printing with a pious sért

of gratitude, when I consider it as nobly instrumental towards ‘the pro- |

agation of truths, which laid claim to universality, and involved the
mmmortal interests ‘of the soul. I regard it with reverence, as the
only weapon of power to cope with the spreading usurpations of
_Pprejudice and error, which were not to be overcome by partial oppo-
sition, or temporary ‘exertions : with the gigantic arms with'which this
art has furnished us, we have been enabled to grapple with' Error
in her remotest retreats, and expose her under all her disguises." *
Unhappily, however, the assistance which this art affords us, is of
a mercenary nature : indifferent in itself, it obeys whatever impulse
~and direction are given to it; and, in a certain ratip with our spread-
ing enquiries, delusions and false lights have been unhappily multi-
plied. “When the tones of public reasoning, by being overstretched,
. grow lax and nerveless, and a wanton spirit of ¢hange gets abroad,
under pretence of illumination and discovery ; when a -secret cor-
ru’ption has invaded our stores of accumulated knowledge, and-a cor-
roding infidelity is consuming the very core of philosophy ; oar ad-
_miration is turned to regret, in contemplating this mighty engine of
intellectual rule, in the hands of a natural fok, disposed to usé it to
our destruction, and leave us nothing but the monumerits of faded
vigour and lost perfection. :
But there are other circumstances in the tendem;y of -this' noble
“invention, which are but too favourable to false learning; The mul-
tiplication of bopks on every subject, has occasioned to some a per-
. plexity of choice in the destination of their views, that has long sus-
. pended their application; and to others, ansuncontroulable passion
for reading, that intrenches upon the time that belongs to reflection,
and harrasses the mind in a perpetual chase, by starting at each minute
“fresh objects of pursuit. The character of a book-purchaser, known
"in ancient times, and sp common in our own, seems to spread with
the increase of this literary merchandise. A good library i¢ now a
part of every gentleman’s establishment; and if the learning of a
wealthy man be but elegantly bound, no matter in how small a com-
ass, or how great a waste of margin. It is a common thing for a
modern scholar to found his fame on the arrangement of his library ;
tender, the meanwhile, of its repose, and viewing it with a sort of
platonic love, that suffers no thoughts of actual fruition to break the
serenity of his contemplations; while others, with a passion'fot di-
stinction, without an idea of difference, rest their claims to literary
" eminence on their painful acquisition of scarce editions, ‘of which
* their admiration is as groundless as that with which children prefer 3

K
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farthing with a hole in the middle, to one that has no such pretene

sions to notice. .

1 do not love to let myself loose in unqualified_censure; and yet
1 cannot in this place help feeling a temptation to declare, that, in
the long course of my observation of human. nature, I have never
discovered much real knowledge in your indefatigable book-collectors;
and am often put in mind, when I am led in triumph to their libra-
ries, which 1 am to consider as bearing testimony to their learning, of
our common friend Mr. Patence, who, in a note to his advertisement,
im which the; afllicted are more particularly instructed how to find out
his heuse, tells us, * that his abilities are to be known by the blus
lamps at his door.” . ‘ ,

Lueian is very pleasantly severe upon the illiterate book-hunter,
and enforces a sensible strain of ridicule with this story among others.
“ A man of respectable quality, whose name was Evangelus, had
% conceived a mighty rage for gaining a victory at the Pythian Games.
¢ As his persanal deficiencies precluded all excellence in running or
¢ wrestling, he bethonght himself of his skill in playing on the harp,

¢ which had been so magnified by some treacherous flatterers, that

¢ he resolved to try the success of this fancied accomplishment. To
* Delpbi then he came in great splendour, with a crown of laurel
* ornsmented with gold ang emeralds.. Nothing could exceed the
“ beauty and richness of his barp, which was decorated with jewels
* and gems of great costliness, and on which the figures of Apolla,
¢ Orpheus, and the Muses, were admirably sculptured. When the
¢« day of celebration arrived, three candidates presented themselves ;
« but Evangelus drew .upon himself the admiiation of all the spec~
¢ tators, arrayed as he was in a purple robe, and shining all over,
“ with diamonds of the finest lustre. Thespis, the Theban, came
« first into the lists, and exhibited no inconsiderable talent; but he
¢« could hardly prevent the impatience of his auditors from breaking
« forth, so great were their expectations of  the skill of Evangelus.
« At length the Theban harper finished ; and now stepped forth,
« with a countenance betraying a confident security, the favourite of
« the public: a respectful silence prevailed, expectation had charmed
 every tongue, and every man was preparing himself to feel sen-
¢ sations he had never proved before ; when, after a variety of flou-~
« rishes and gestures on the part of the performer, a wretched un-
¢« ppusical strain assaulted their ears, accompanied with the snapping
« of the chords, which were not able to sustain the rudeness of his
« blows. The surprise of the assembly held them for some time in
« this silence,. so flattering to the deluded Evangelus ; tiil at length
« the performance became so intolerable, that the judges, enraged
¢ with their disappointment, and conceiving themselves in a manney
# insulted, ordered him to be turned out of the theatre, and well dis~

-# ciplined for his ignorant assurance. As soon as he was dismissed,

¢« an Elean, whose name was Eumelus, came modestly forward, whose
¢ whole appointment was scarcely worth ten drachmas: his barp

% was qld and crzy, and furnished with-wooden pegs., The man’s
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« appearance, however, was presently forglottén 'when Tie. begah t»
« sing and play, both of which he did in a manner so exquisite and
% masterly, that the most rapturous attention fikad every eye upon
# him ; and while he touched the chords, his air and figure, and his
¥ very instrument, homely as it was, appeared with infinitely more
# grace than his opponent was able to assume, with the aid of his
“ trappings and insignia. As he was returning from:the theatre;
# with his crown of victory on-his head, he met Evangdus, and thus’
# accosted him—* Friend, you have now had an opportunity of learn-
¥ ing, that the union of folly and splendour draws aggravated ridicule
$ upon both; .and that where we fingd.it yolted with moguce and
¢ pomposity, we cannot even pity the miscarriagés of igndrange.”” ~
» T have ne intention, any more than my friend Lucian, to hold to
#idicule those hunters after books and editions, in whom this curiosity
¥s built on a certain patriotism in literature, and that delicacy of se-
fection which true taste inspires. I have only in my thoughts a set
of charaeters who contemplate the sacred walks of the academy as a
4market or fair, where, in pedlar fashion, they havie only to bustle
‘among rows of book-stalls, and {)urchase learning on the true mer-
cantile principle of buying that only which. may be sold to advantage
‘again. Iam told, that many of our adepts in this. species of traflic,
introduce same speculation into the commerce of books, and will buy
an author very much out of condition, to get him up in order, against
a good time for sale ; and that oftentimes an old stager that has been
hacked through a public school, will, under proper management,
come out in the spring with an entire new coat, and so judiciously
‘hogged and cropped, that, except you opened his mouth, you might
imagine him in the full prime and mettle of his years. -

But this diffusion of literary property which printing has producea,
iis not only chargeable’ with this nominal learning to which it has given
an injurious kind of credit among us; but we may lay to its account
also a tendency to draw out our ancient weight of metal into flimsy
“wire, or to flatten its substance into tawdry plates, to cover over a

- larger surface indeed, but' to impose a fictitious worth on the simple
and the vulgar. There is little doubt but that the practice of tran-
scribing, on which the ancients were forced from the scarcity of
‘Books, was calculated to impress them deeply with the subjects on
which they ‘were engaged, and opposed a salutary barrier to that
‘roving inconstancy of pursuit, which, acting on the mind with oppo-
site impulses, suspends it in a floating medium of broken particulars.
“Thé continuity of thought, and perseverance of application, enforced
by these difficulties and restraints, had a direct tendency to give to
the ancients that mastery over the subjects about which they were
conversant, that power of assimilation, that unperishing tenure, that
‘unalienable property, which mightily manifests itself in the vigour
and simplicity of their details, and the masculine touches of bold ori-

. ginality with which they abound. ) : .

The same literary wants, in which, on a superficial view, we seem
to see so much to lament, threw them upon the frequent necessity of*
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oral instruction and learned .communications ; a circupstance of two-
fold advantage, calculated at once; by a reflestive foresy to infix in the
mind of the speaker his own acquisitions, and to press conviction on
the hearer, by the weight of present authority. Since the zra of
printing, it seems as'if a flood of karnip% Hias been progressively
spreading over the human mind, checking its wholesome productions,
and nourishing the growth of a worthtess vegetation; but in the
simpler ages of antiquity, it dropped from the mouth-at intervals in
gentle showers, fertilising wheiever it fell, sinking deep into the
pores of the soil, and rising again in genial juices and vegetable life.
It is not unpleasant to remark, as this supposititious learning &if-
fuses itself, the manner in which it operates upon the new provinces
of life*on which it encroaches ; how soon it accommedates itself to a .
new range of subjects, elevates the low, amplifies the little, and de-
corates the vulgar. There is now no occupation se mean, into which
it has not found its way, and whose consequence it has not raised;
from the .maker of geometrical breeches, to the mere manufactener of
manuscript sermons. We all begin to exalt our tones and preten:
sions, and adopt a prouder language. Mr. Powell, the fire-eater, is
a singular genius; and Mendoza has more science than Johnson. I
have heard of hieroglyphical buckles; so that our very shoes will
want decyphering, and the Coptic language must soon make part of
the education of our Birmingham buckle-makers. Alphabetical
buckles are become common ; insomuch that, in teacking ourselved
to talk with our fingers, we may begin with learning to spell with
our .toes. Our wigs are made upon principles, which used to be
made upon blocks. -Our chimmeys are cured of smoking by pro<
Jessors; and a dancipg-master engages to teach you the Nine Orders
of the Graces, and, if you take forty lessons, will throw you in an
eleemosynary hornpipe.  Our servants are beginning, as my corre~
spondent tells me, to read behind our carriages ; and the Bond-street
lounger, with his breeches cut by a problem, has as much of the lan4
gu’zi_ge at least of learning, as any servitor in black logics at Oxford *
his wide spirit of accommodation, so characteristic -of modern
learning, has opened ways to the attainment of literary honowrs that -
were barred for ages before. There is scarcely a mind in which
hature has drawn its line of demarcation between the - rational and
the brute ; scarcely a creature that walks erect and mhalés the breeze)
but may find some employment in the provinces of literature level to
its powers. If you cannot compose, yrou may scrape together; if yoy
cannot build sentiment, you may rake anecdote ; if you cannot write
a poem, you may sew together ah opera; if you cannot write youy
name, you may edit a hern-book with historical engravings.

A
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MR. TASKER'S LETTERS
' CONTINUED.

LETTER THE EIGHTH.

FURTHER REMARKS ON LUCAN.

L

F you never yet read Lucan, I think I can promise you much

pleasure by the further perusal of the afore-mentioned gt book ;

for there I shall beg leave to introduce you to the Psyllians, the most

extraordinary people, according to our author’s account, that ever

this world produced, and very properly situated amidst all the vi-

perous brood.— Would you suspect another miracle so soon? Here
you have it—read and judge : .

e Gens wmica tervae,
Incolit, a save Serpentim samoxia morss,.
Mammaride Prylli

¢ The Psylli; the only nation on the face of the earth, who could
a0t be hurt by the bites of serpents.” : .

He likewise mentions a most singular custom prevailing among
this poison-proof nation. When any good men suspect their wives

of being connected with m n of another tribe or people,

Letific dubios explorant a.pide partus,

they make the following experiment: if the new-born babes can bear
the bite of the asp unhurt, they declare them genuine Psyllians,
otherwise not. This tells well in fiction, but can never be reconciled
to the belief of the natural historian. Some of this tribe that followed
the Roman camp, exorcised it by spells and charms, and likewise
made large fires round it, and burnt a great variety of herbs, supposed
to be possessed of a smell .or quality calculated to keep serpents at a
due distancg. The poet recounts a large catalogue of herbs of this
description, and such as will afford ample materials for the exercisé
of botanical knowledge. He likewise does not fail to avail himself
of the powers of the potent Panacza *, a poetical herb of all virtues,
but existing no where in the nature of things, and the pure coinage
of poets’ brains, He likewise particularises the well-known herb

® This word, in its true and genuine sense, signifies a medicifie that cures all
diseases ; and any foreigner would suppose, that our English empirics, or quack
doctors, by their confidence in advertising to cure all disorders, were in pos-
session of this medicine. Butas their poasted nostrums, upon a moderate com-
putation, kill five where they cure one, the odds (in the gambler’s phrase) seém
to.be in their disfavours - : ’
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Centaury (vulgo centory), and by the phrase, “ Thessala Cen-
tauréa,” gijves reason to thipk, that the name was derived from that
famous antient practitioner of medicine, the Centaur Chiron; but the
usual practice of this tribe, in preventing the ill consequences of ve-
nomous bites inflicted on strangers, was, we are told, to make use
of charms (but God knows how) ; and fearing these should not suc-
ceed, they made a circle round the wound with theit own saliva, or
spittle, to confine the poison as in a magic circumference, and then
they sucked it out with their lips;-and this last practice, I believe,
contained the whole secret of the-business. This scems to have been
a rational practice, and likewise a safe one; for, as Cato observes in
the beginning of his march, when his soldiers came to a well, sur-
rounded by, and full of serpents,,

Noxia serpentim est admissio sanguine pastis,

Morsu virus habeat, & fatum dente minaptur,

Pocula morie carent. .
» « e . - . . . . @
My soldiers drink, and dread nor death nor pain;
‘When urg’d to rage, their teeth the serpents fix,
And verom with our vital juices mix ;
The pest infus’d, thxo’ ev’ry vein runs round,
Infects the mass, and death is in the wound ;
Harmless and safe, no poison here they shed. Rows.
LI ] . . - ] . . .

And this fact is further proved by the conduct of some German ema
pirie that 1 have heard of, who baasted that he bad anr infajlible antidote
for the bite of a viper; and, in order tp prave it, he used to get a
number of people around him, and in their presence enrage a viper,
and cause it to bite a hit of flesh, which he immediately swallowed,
and then took the antidote, which he well knew there was no occasion,
for, per wirtue in. But the patients of the German doctor did not
succeed so well ; for all those wiro were bitten by vipers, and relied
on his nostrems, found no goed effect, which led to the discovery
after the following manner: ope of the doctor’s patients, rather of
more discernment than the rest, being told, that the nostrum he de-
livered was an infallible cure for- the bite he lad received, humbly
requested the doctor to make the experiment upon himself, by
bemg bitten a little by a viper. The doctor shuddered at the
tiought’s made "soine plausible excuse; viz. that his blood was not
at that time in a proper state for the experiment; but that at some
future period he would have no objection to make the trial on him-
seif. In the mean time the doctor decamped, and was no more
heard of in that part of the world.—This ignorant and daring em-
piric, however, added to the improvement of real science, by proving
that the poison of the viper might be ywallowed without auy de-
uiment to the eanstitution,

Yours, &c.

Vqt,. IV.. G-
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THE TRUE SOURCES
OF

EARTHLY HAPPINESS.

AN EASTERN TALE.

{ {7 HERE shall we find, O holy prophet! that ease which ouc
sages have so long been ‘in search of? Kings enjoy it not;

for they are oppressed with care, and are, for the most part, the sport

of fortune ; the bashas have thoughts confused ‘and perplexed, ex-
pecting every moment that their life will ke required of them by
their master; and if they escape that fate, they are still liable to be
murdered by any factious janisary, or haughty spahi; the people they
govern they mutst oppress, that they may be able to gratify the insatiable
avarice of the ministers of the divan: yet do we foolishly thirst after
these high dignities, thinking they will contribute to make us happy
and easy. Vain ambition ! it is not honour that constitutes happiness.
Assan was son of an Emir in Bosnia ; gracefulness and beauty joined
to embellish his person, and his mind was not destitite of sweet
accomplishments. The fire of his soul might be seen.in his eyess
yet was it of a nature rather to please than dazzle the beholders.
Ambition pushed him into the Sultan’s army; he greatly distin-
guished him in several engagements, and merited and enjoyed the
favour of Sultan Ibrahim ; he was promoted to the command of a
large body: of janisaries, and stationed at Constantinople to be near
his master. He vainly imafgined honours would make him happy,
and that he was now in a fair way to attain the summit of glory.
But, behold ! all his hopes were in a moment blasted ; the janisaries
rose, murdered his beloved master, and it was with the greatest dif-
ficulty he escaped with his life. Assan was undeceived ;. honours
had now no charms for him; he went, therefore, in search of wealth,
as the source of contentment. He sold the jewels he had contrived
to save from the general wreck of his fortunes, and going to Aleppo,
vested his whole stock in merchandise. Assan carried on for some
{ears a considerable traffic; he grew rich apace, and enjoyed every
uxury the east could afford; his haram was filled with the fairest
women of Circassia, and his table was crouded with the spices of
Arabia; his house was magnificent, being built of cedar, and his fur-
niture was the work of the most celebrated artists. Assan thought
himself now in a right train ; most things were within his power, and
he failed not to enjoy them all; but Assan unfortunately was too
‘sanguine in his hopes. The evening saw him reposed on a magni-
ficent sofa; but he was in the morning an outcast, without a place
wherein ta shelter himself from the inclemency of the heat. . The




FOR JANUARY 1793, 43

. basha had long seen his riches with a greedy eye, and taking occasion

to accuse him of high crimes, seized on all his possessions; Assan
had no remedy in his power, yet did he wish to vindicate his character
from imputed slander, fully sensible that his riches only had beén the
occasion of his ruin. He set out for Constantinople, meaning to
throw himself at the sultan’s feet, and ask of him the justice that
was so much his due. When he came thither, to his inexpressible
joy he found that his old friend Ali Suza was lately made visier Azem ;
he flew tohim, and was received with open arms; but, on mentioning
the cause of his voyage, his friend told him, that the sultan had al-

ready sent a mute with an order for the basha’s head. Suzaadvised .

him to put up with his loss, and got him immediately appointed
Bostangi Aga. Assan now thought himself happy indeed; the
gardens of the seraglio were under his care, and he had opportunities
enough of amusing himself in a kind of elegant, yet.not unimportant
retirement. His power in the divan was great; but he exerted it
only to promote the happiness of the good. This was the second
time he tried if honour could give him content and ease ; he enjoved
both, indeed, for a time; but what was his grief and surprise, when

. one moruing early a page of the seraglio came to inform him, that

" happiness. Assan one day saw a dervise approaching his habita-

his friend Suza was strangled, and that himself was banished to the
confines of Servia. Cruel change! in appearance; yet mindful of
the precepts of the Koran, Assan was resigned, and submitted'to his
fate without repining. He arrived at his destined abode, and found
there a hause scarcely fit to defend him from the weather, and a large
tract of ground that had never been wounded with either plow or
harrow. Assan had seen as yet but thirty summers, he was vizorous,
strong, and healthy ; he applied with diligence to the affairs of hus-
bandry, and endeavoured to improve by cultivation what he found a
mere waste. His thoughts were now continuzlly employed on his
farm, and he first began to perceive the dawn of true happiness. In
a very few years the face of nature was entirely changed ; his ground,
now improved, supplied all his wants, and he regretted not the loss
of his riches or honours. Day passed after day in a serene tranquil-
lity, and by being master of his passicns, he had no desires but whag
were easily gratified. —Experience had taught him to distrust fortune;
yet he flattered himself that he was now on the road to content. So-
cial converse seemed to be all he wanted ; wonderful are the ways of
Providence, which by the most unexpected means contributes to our

tion; hospitality prompted him to meet the venerable sage, and invite
him to a repast ; but how great was his surprise, how inexpressible his
joy, when he found in him his long lost friend Ali Suza, who had, by
means of a timely bribe, escaped the hands of the messengers of death.
Assan, to the joys of retirement, had now added those of friendship ;
he thought he had nothing to wish for os hope in this life ; tears of
unfeigned satisfaction added beauty to his countenance, and he looked
and spoke like one contented with his lot: but truer and moye com-
plete happiness: was still in resewce; for him, Suza retired for about
t 2 N
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an hour, and returned with the all-accomplished Fatima in his hand.
He bestowed on Assan the daughter of his affections, wishing she
might make him as happy as her mother, the amiable Zara, had done
. himself. Assan was enchanted with the present ; he knew its value,
and was thankful accordingly. He now found, after many experi-
mental scenes in the space of a few vears, that love, friendsbip, and a
virtuous retirement, are the true sources of earthly bappiness. -

: ASIATICUS.

THE CHARACTER OF .
A GOOD HUSBAND, AND 4 GOOD WIFL.

A GOOD HUSBAND.

HE good husband is one who, wedded not by interest but by
choice, is constant as well from inclination as from principles ;
he treats his wife with delicacy as a woman, with tenderness as a
friend ; he attributes her follies to her weakness, her imprudence to
her inadvertency; he passes them over, therefore, with good nature,
and pardons them with indulgence; all' his strength and power aie
exerted for her support and protection ; he is more anxious to preserve
his own character and reputation, because her’s, is blended with it;
lastly, the good husband is pious and religious, that he may animate
her faith by his practice, and enforce the precepts of Christianity by
his own example ; that as they join to promote each athers happiness
in this world, they may unite to ensure eternal joy and felicity in
that which is to come.

A GOOD WIFE.

THE good wife is oue who, ever mindful of the solemn contract
which she hath entered into, is strictly and conscientiously virtuous,
constant, and faithful to her husband ; chaste, pure, and unblemished,
in every thought, word, and deed; she is humble and modest from
reason and conviction, submissive from choice, and obedient from in-
clination ; what she acquires by love and tenderness, she preseives by
prudence and discretion; she makes it her business to serve, and
her business to obhge her husband ; conscious that every thing t at
promotes his happiness, must in the end contribute to her own: ber
tenderness relieves his cares, her affection softens his distress, her
good humour and complacency lessen and subdue his afflictions.—
¢ She openeth her mouth,” as Solomon says, * with wisdom, and in
ker tongue is the law of kindness,—She looketh well to the way of
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her husband, and eateth not the bread of idleness: her children rise
up and call her blessed ; her husband also, and he praiseth her.”—
As a good and pious Christian, she looks up with an eye of gratitude
to the dispenser and disposer of all things, to the husband of the widow,
and the.father of the fatherless, intreating his divine favour and assist-
ance in this and every other moral and religious duty ; well satisfied,
that if she duly and punctually discharges her several offices in this
{ife, she shall be blessed and rewarded for it in another.—*¢ Favour
is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman that fearetb the Lord sball
be praised.” '

a - e s

————————

THE ILLUMINATED.

Ezxtract from Lord GARDENSTONE'S Travels on the Continent of Europe,
1787, Vol. II. P. 184, respecting THE FREE AND AccePTED MaA-
soNs of Bavatia,

£

UNICH, Oct. 6.—After noticing several particulars, foreign
to our purpose, he goes on as follows :— .
Some years ago, a very singular and almost incredible species of
fanaticism arose, and has been propagated in this country so far as
to alarm the friends and associates of regular government and esta-
blished religion.—It is, indeed, asystem of total infidelity of all reli-
gion, and, in the room of it, they attempt to substitute a sort of Apo-
RATION OF VIRTUE, as the principle and source of all wisdom and
happiness among mankind. As to the appellation of this new sect,
they call themselves ¢ THE ILLumiNaTED.” The author and preacher
of this extraordinary doctrine was a Monsieur Waishaurt, professor
of canon and civil law at Ingolstad. He first taught those lessons
to his students, and when obliged to abandon his office, he went,
about and propagated his faith, with no small success, among the
younger sort of all ranks and professions. He for some time has retired,
and is allowed to live in quiet at Saxe Gotha; but several of his
disciples in this country have been severely punished, and some of
them are now in prison. As this singular sect began to assume the
character of FreemAsons, for the sake of protection and safety ta
their meetings, the Elector of Bavaria published edicts against them
in the assumed character of Masoxs.—This circumstance, I re-
member, gave rise to articles in our- English newspapers, injurious
to the humanity and good sense of the electors as if, merely from
superstitious prejudice, he had persecuted the honest and charitable
societies, called THe FREE AND AccepTED MAsons, '



’

‘&8 THE FREEMASONS’ MAGAZINE,

- ADDRESS

. OF THE
6RAND LODGE OF FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONES,
OF THE '

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETS IN NORTH AMERICA,

TO THEIR

BROTHER GEORGE WASHINGTON,

Xransmitted by Brotber JamEs SomErviLLe, E. S. R. E. E. No. a1z,

HILST the historian is describing the career of your glory,

and the inhabitants of an extensive empire are made happy in

your unexampled exertions; whilst some celebrate the Herv, so

distinguished in liberating United America, and others the PaTrio®

who presides over her councils, aband of Brothers, having always

Joined the acclamations of thefr countrymen, now testify them respect
for those. milder virtues which have ever graced the Man. .

‘Taught by the precepts of our Society, that all its Members stand
upon a LEVEL, we venture to assume this station, and to approach
you with that freedom which diminishes our diffidence, without: les-
sening our respect. Desirous to enlarge the boundaries of social hap~
piness, and to vindicate the ceremonies of their Institution, this
Gravo Lopge has published “ 4 Book of Constituytions,” (and a copy
for your acceptance accompanies this) which, by discovering the prin-
ciples that actuate, will. speak the eulogy of the Society, though they
fervently wish the conduct of its members may prove its higher
commendation. .

Convinced of his attachment to its cause, and readiness to en-
sourage its benevolent designs, they have taken the liberty to dedi-
cate this work to one, the qualities of whose heart, and the actions of
whose life, have contributed to improve personal virtue, and extend
throughout the world the most endearing cordialities; and they
humbly hope he will pardon this freedom, and accept the tribute of
their esteem and homage.

May the Sypreme Architect of the Universe protect and bless you,
give you length of days and increase of felicity in this world, and
then receive you to the harmonious and exalted Society .in Heaven
. JOHN CUTLER, G. M. :

Boston, . JOSIAH BARTLET, S. G. W.
Dee. 27, A. L. 5792, MUNGO MACKAY, J. G. W,
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' ANSWER
g TO THE GRAND LODGE
. OF THE .
FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS OF MASSACHUSETTS, :

LATTERING as.it may be to the human mind, and truly
honourable as it is, to receive from our fellow-citizens testie
monies of approbation for exertions to promote the public welfarep
it is not less pleasing to know, that the pilder virtues of the heart
are highly respected by a Society whose liberal principles are founded
in the immutable laws of truth and justice, .
To enlarge the sphere of social happiness, is worthy the benevolenp
design of a Masonic Institution ; and it is most fervently to be wished,,
that the conduct of every member of the Fraternity, as well as thase
publications that discover the principles which actuate them, may
tend to convince mankind, that the grand object of Masonry is lp
promote the bappiness of the buman race. .
While I beg your acceptance of my thanks for ¢ the Book of Con~
slitutions” which you have sent me, and for the honour you have
done me in the Dedication, permit me to assure you, that I feel all
these emations of gratitude which your affectionate address, and cor-
dial wishes, are calculated to inspire; and I sincerely pray that the
GREAT ARCHITECT of the Universe may bless you here, and receive

you hereafter in his immortal Tempie.
GEO. WASHINGTON,

)

e

: ON THE
“VICE OF SWEARING.

P——

TO THE )
EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS' MAGAZINE.

sIN,

T was a saying of a great man of our nation, that Common swearers

give their souls to tbe devil gratis, having no pleasure in return for
it; and doubtless it was well observed; for no man in his senses
can pretend to say there is any enjoyment in the practice of that
particular vice : let us then search a little into the motives that prompt
men so often to fall into it. It must, I think, proceed either from a
‘barrenness of invention, keeping continually bad company, being
overpowered by liquor, from a false modesty, which is afraid to be
paticular, or, finally, from a monstrous desire of heing thought

-
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wicked, merely for the sake of wickedness, without either pleasure or
profit. Barrenness of invention is, I believe, the principal motive
to swearing ; men-are frequently at a loss for something to say im
company ; a sudden thought arises; that it may be of use to them as
long as possible, they eke it out with oaths and blasphemies, never
iving themselves time to reflect whether it is a vice or mot; they
glnd that fools pay a more particular regard to their conversation, and
as none are so stupid but they know how to flatter, the brightness of
Ytheir intellects is too often complimented, and they continue to prac-
tice that which they think gains them universal attention and admi-
Yation, and by that means become ineorrigible. Bad company will
often, by the force of example, cause a man to swear; if he has sense,
refleetion instantly seizeshim, and'he corrects himself in time ; but
" otherwise, ten to one but he approves of it, and consequently prac-
tises it. Drunkenness, also, which is the source of almost every
wice, is often the cause of this in question; let a man’s parts be ever
o bright, if he suffers liquor to take possession of the seat of his un-
derstanding, ‘reason no longer presides; his passions, which before
Yay dormant, rise up with redoubled vigour, and hurry him away im-
petuously into the abyss of vice, and swearing in that case is'generally
the forerunner of all the rest, being, as it were, a signal tolet us know
that we are no longer our own masters, Happy is the man that will
take the hint, and resign himself into the arms of health-restering
sleep.' 1 have often known young men, upon their first introduction
into life, through a false modesty, give into all the vices of their com-
panions ; they could not stand the ridicule of the thorough-paced de-
bauchees ; to be any ways particular was to them impossible ; they
had not as yet enough considered the beauty of virtue, that se.f-
consciousness of having done well, which enables us to despise the
vices and follies of the giddy multitude, instead of imitating them.
Many a man has been lost for want of that virtuous confidence. As
for the last set of swearers, I mean those who practice it merely because
it is a sin, there is no way of reclaiming them; they seem to be the
devil’s agents on earth, prowling about, and seeking whom they may
devour. There is one more motive to it, which I am sorry to have
room to mention, which is, the desire young men of spirit have to
be in the fashion. It has been of late too much the castom for men
of quality and fashion to swear by way of giving a grace tp their con-
versation ; others have heedlessly followed their pernicious example,
which has been no small reason of its spreading so much. Woyld the
fair sex but for once undertake te be the retormers as well as the
ﬁ:)lishers of mankind, and never give encouragement to any man, let
im Le otherwise ever so well qualified, who should demean himself
so much as to swear; would but our men of quality look upon it
as much an affront for a person to swear in their company as to give
them the lie, then would the vice be extirpated ; there needs no other
means to induce men to be virtuous, than to make virtue the fashion.
Tho’ vice may short-liv’d pleasure give to sense,

*Tis virtue only can true joys dispense.

J. S
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PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS.

HOUSE or LORDS, Dkc. 3o.

HIS day his Majesty came to the House of Lords, and being in his royal

robes seated on the Throne with the usual solemnity, Sir Francis Mo-
lyneux, Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod, was sent with a Message from
his Majesty to the House of Commons, commanding their attendance in the
House of Lords. The Commons being come thither accordingly, his Ma-
Jesty was pleased to make the following most gracious Speech :

¢¢ MY LORDS8 AND GENTLEMEN, .

*¢ After the uniform experience which I have had of your zealous regard
for the interests of my people, it is a great satisfaction to me to recur to your
advice and assistance at a period which calls for thc full exertion of your energy,
and wisdom, . .

‘ Notwithstanding the disappointments ,and reverses which we have ex-
perienced in the course of the last campaign, I retain a fitm conviction of the
necessity of persisting in a vigorous prosecution of ‘the just and necessary war
in which we are engaged. :

“¢. You will I am confident agree with me, that it is only from firmness and
perseverance that wecan hope for the restoration of peace on'safe and honourable
grounds, and for the preservation and permanent security of our dearest interests.

¢ In considering the situation of our enemies, you will not fail to observe,
that the efforts which have led to their successes, and the unexampléd means
by which alone those efforts could have been supported, have produced among
themselves the pernicious effects which were to be expected; and th«t every
thing which has passed in the interior of the country has shewn the progressive
and rapid decay of their resources, and the instabil:ty of every part of that
violent and unnatural system, which is equally ruinous to France, and in<
cqmpatible with the tranquillity of other nations.

¢ The States-General of the United Provinces have neverthelegs been led,
by a sense of present difficulties, to enter into negotiations for. peace with the
party now prevailing in that unhappy country. No established government
or independent state can, under the present circumstances, derive any’ real
security from such nelotiations: on our part, they could not be attempted
without sacrificing both our honour and safety to an enemy whose chief ani-
mosity is avowedly dirccted against these kingdoms.

¢ I have therefore continued to use the most effectual means for the further
augmentation of my forces; and I shall omit no opportunity of concerting the
operations of the next campaign with such of the powers of Europe as are
impressed with the same sense of the necessity of vigour and exertion. I place
the fullest reliance on the valour of my forces, and on the affection and public
spirit of my people, in whose behalf I am contending, and whose safety and
happiness are the objects of my constant solicitude.

¢¢ The local ifnportance of Cotsica, and the spirited efforts of its inhabitants
to deliver themselves from the yoke of France, determined me not to withhold
the protection which they sought for; and I have since accepted the Crown
and Sovereignty of that country, according to an instrument, a copy of which
I have directed to be laid before you.

¢ I have great pleasure in informing you, that I have concluded a treaty of
amity, commerce, and navigation, with the United States of America, in
which it has been my object to remove, as far as possible, all grounds of jea-
lousy and misunderstanding, and to improve an intercaurse beneficial to both
countries. As soon as the ratifications shall have been exchanged, I will direct
a copy of this treaty to be.laid before you, in order that you may consider of
the propriety of making such provisions as may appear necessary for cartying
it into effect.

“ 1 have the greatest satisfaction in announcing to you the happy event of
the conclusion of a treaty for the marriage of my son the Prince of Wales,

Vor. 111, H

I
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with the Princess Caroline, daughter of the Duke of Brunswick: the constant.
proofs of your affection for my person and family, persuade me that you will
articipate in the sentiments I feer on an occasion so interesting to my domestic
appiness, and that you will enable me to make provision for such an esta-
blishment as you may think suitable to the rank and dignity of the heir apparent
to the Crown of these kingdoms, ‘ ‘
° $¢ GENTLEMEN OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, . .
" *¢ The considerations which prove the necessity of a vigorous prosecution of
the war will, I doubt not, induce yon to make a timely and ample provision
for the several branches of the public service, the estimates for which I have
directed to be laid before you. While I regret the necessiz of large additional
burthens on my subjects, it is a just consolation and satisfaction to me to ob-
serve the state of our credit, commerce, and resources, which is the natural
result of the continted cxertfons of ihdustry, under the protection of a free
and well regulated Government.
‘‘ MY LORDS AND GENTLEMEN,
© ¢ A just sense of the blessings now so lopg enjoyed by this country will,
Y am persuaded, encourage you to make every effort which can enable you to
transmit those blessings unigpaired to your posterity. ’

“ I entertain a confident hope that, under the protection of Providence, and
with constancy and perseverance on our part, the principles of social order,
torality, and religion, will ultimately be successful; and that my faithiul
people will find their present exertions and sacrifices rewarded by the secure
and permanent enjoyment of tranquillity at home, and by the deliverance of
Europe from the greatest danger with which it Iras been threatened since the
establishment of civilized society.””

As soon as his Majesty had retired, their Lordships introduced and swore in
several newly created peers. They then proceeded to take into consideration his
. Majesty’s  Speech, which being read, first by the Lord Chancellor, and a
second time by the Clerk at the Table, Earl ‘Camden rose to move for an
Address. L7
His Lordship prefaced his motion by observing, that he would not obtrude
himself on the attention of the House, were it not at a period so momentous
and critical, as called upon every public man freely and candidly to state his
sentiments of the national affairs. In his mind their situation was such, as re-
quired the utmost vigour and activity from all its Members in defence of the
State; angd in this view. those exertions could not be directed with better effect
than in support of the just and necessary war the nation was engaged in, and
which was very properly recommended in the Speech from the Throne. Before
he proceeded farther on this head, his Lordship adverted to that part of the
Speech, which intimated the approaching nuptials of his Royal Highness the
Prince of Wales; and on this he was confident there could exist but one opinion
amongst their Lordships; an event which promised such an increase of happi-
ness to the Royal family, and tended to give stability to the succession in the
illustripus House of Brunswick to the throne, must excite the most pleasing
sensations in every well-wisher of his country. .
Recurring then to the line of his farmer gbgervations on the situation of the
country, his Lordship avowed himself decidedly of opinion, that the war should
be prosecuted with unremitting vigour, and that far from being disheartened at
the late ill sucgesses (which he hoped ould prove only temporary) they should
be a spur and an incentive to us to carry on the contest against the common
enemy with rodoubled energy; and in this view, when the relative situation
of the two countries was impartially cansidered, he said, that it would ve found
that Great Eritain had a decided advantage ; her resources were numerous and
flourishing, and her credit perhaps greater than at any former period; for proof
of this he had only to mention the circumstance of the late loans, Our war
establishments were beyond comparison greatér than af any former period, and
at this moment we had at command an immense body of land forces ready for
the execution of any enterprize that maylﬁe determined on, Compare this with
“the situation of the enemy, distracted by integnal convulsions, and gisking
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tvery thing of external exertions far beyond its strerigth, and which therefore
necessarily could not continue long, without credit, and its resources_at the
lowest ebb. Its great engine of finance the assignats bore at this moment a dis-
count of 75 per cent. A nation making such preternatural efforts must, and at
no very distant period, be destroyed by those exertions.

He was aware that such of their Lordships as professed to entertain different
sentiments, would exert their ingenuity in exhibiting a contrast to the faithful
picture he had delineated, and urge such a situation as a ground for a speedy
pacification ; but such, in his idea, even if the enemy were in a situation
to treat, even if the peace then made could be relied on as certain for a day,
would be an improper situation for this country to make overtures of peace to
France. That haughty and insolent people, deeming that our late partial ill
successes had either disheartened us, or reduced us to such a low ebb as to
oblige us to cro