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Norice is herehy given, that the Annual Communication of the M. W Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts, will be held at Freemasons’ Harn, No. 10 Summer street, Boston, on
WEDNESDAY, the 14th day of Devember, next, at two o'clock, P, M, for the Election
of Otlicers aud the transactivn of such business as shall regularly come before it.

The Grand Lodge will also be in session at 9 o'clock, on the morning of THURSDAY
the 151h, fur the Exemplification of the Work and Lectures.

The Otficers and Members of the Grand Lodge, Masters, Wardens and Proxies. of Lodges,
and all others concerned, will take due notice thereof nnd govern themselves accordingly.

Boston, Nov. 1, 1864. . CHARLES W. MOORE, Grand Secrelary.

Grany Chapter of Magsachugetts.

Notice is hereby given, that the Annual Communication of the M. E. G. R. A,
Cuaarrer of Massachusetts, will be held at Freemasons’ Hall, No. 10 Summer street,
Boston, on Tugsvay, the 13th day Dec. next, at 7 v'clock, P. M. for the transac-
tion of such business as shall regularly come before 1t.

Officers and Members of the Grand Chapter, Representatives and Proxies of Chap-
ters, and_ all others interested, will take due notice and govern themselves accorg-

ingly. Perorder G. H. P, .
;’Bo-ton, Nov. 1, 1864, - THOMAS WATERMAN, G. Sec'y.
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LAYING THE CORNER-STONE OF THE NEW
MASONIC TEMPLE,IN BOSTON.

THE GREAT HISTORIC ERA-DAYS OF MASONRY IN MASSACHUBETTS.

TrE 14th of October last was a signal day for Masonry. The Breth-
ren of Massachusetts were from early morning unitedly employed in ma-
king History ; and one of the most brilliant Chapters in the Annals of
Masonry in this Commonwealth, was finished at Faneuil Hall in the even-
ing. :

The World’s History, as well as that of Nations and individuals, has
been marked out by ‘¢ Epochs,” or “ Eras’; periods at which some great
and critical events have occurred, that stand forth as prominent and re-
markable land-posts along the pathway of History. Thus, looking to the
world in general, we are all familiar with the Eras of the Creation, of the
Deluge, of. the Destruction of Troy, of the First Olympiad, of the found-
ing of Rome, of the Astronomical Era of the Babylonians, &c. And all
of these Eras have, from peculiar circumstances, been extended from
particular nations to the world at large,—a remark which is especially ap-
plicdble to those of Greece and Rome, so much so that we cannot study
any portion of ancient history, without making chronolugical calcu-
lations from one or the other of them, although they respectively
originated, according to tradition, the one in the winning of the foot-race
at Olympia by a Greek, of whom otherwise we should know but little ;
the other in the foundation of a petty village, whose mud-walls were so
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insignificant as to be easily leaped over in contempt by the founder’s
brother.*

Such are some of what we properly call the great  Historic Eras.”
Others have been formed, or adopted, from remarkable discoveries or in-
ventions, as those of Steam, Gunpowder, the Mariner’s Compass, Print-
ing, &c., each of which was powerful enough in itself to create almostan
entire revolution in at least one vast department of the world’s life-ma-
chinery. These may be peculiarly called the Eras of Mind or of Pro-
gress. Again, each nation has its own private Eras, marked by the great
events, and turning, or progress-points, in its history. Thus to every
American mind, the very mention of the word ¢ Era” calls up the date
of our INDEPENDENCE, and all the glorious associations connected there-
with. And we fear that, in after times, another far less joyful time and
series of events will be recalled, as men speak in subdued and saddened
tones, of the events of the GREAT AMERICAN REBELLION, which must mark
an*“ ERra” even more distinctly than had previously dated from a like un-
bappy series of events in the old Homeland. And indeed vast and im-
portant as the * Era of the Great Rebellion” has always appeared to every
student of English History, its proportions shrink into pigmy insignifi-
cance, when placed along-side of the colossal and terrific vastness of this
awful Civil War of our time and land.

The very fact of this system ot measuring history and time by
“ epbchs,” or “ eras,” having been so long and so universally adopted by
men of different ages and widely divided lands, is sufficient to prove its
origin to have been, at least, natural and reasonable.

We have thus dwelt somewhat at length on this subject of * Eras,”
for, in our judgment, the very sufficient reason that the day and the occa-
sion, the events of which we are about to record, must always henceforth
be regarded as a momentous epoch or era in the history of Freemasonry
in Massachusetts. That history may properly be divided into three re-
markable ¢ Fras.” The first we regard as the time when in 1733

the M. W. Grand Master, HENRY Prick, laid in Boston, the Foundation-
Stone of the first Grand Lodge in America. The second was the union

of the two Grand Lodges in 1792, under M. W. JorN CuTLER, which was
the foundation-stone of our present Grand Lodge. The third was when in
1830 the Corner-Stone of our first Masonic Temple on Tremont street,

#*The Era which is now most generally used in all civilized countries, is of course the
Cliristian Era, which dates from the 1st of Jan., in the 753d year of Rome. In regard tothis
Era, now s0 familiar, it is not generally known thal it was not used, even by Chrisiians, till
the 6th century after Chriet, when it was adopted in the computation of time by Denys the
Little, a Monk, who became Abbot of a Monastery near Rome ; nor was it till more than
two hundred years later, that this mode of dating was adopled in England.
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was Jaid by the M. W. Josepa Jenkins. At the former period, Masonry
on this Continent was a plant of small and humble growth, and like all
the more solid and beautiful trees, took a considerable time to grow to its
present fair and noble proportions—

“ Parva metu primo, mox sese atollit in auras.” ¢ [ngreditur que solo et caput inter
nubila condit.”

Indeed, even in the third .epoch named, our Order was not only com-
paratively weak in numbers, but it was called upon to bear the assaults of
a malicious, base and ungenerous persecution, excited by bad men for
their own party-political purposes. If there was not yet such great
strength of numbers, the very occasion to which we have referred as mark-
ing the third epoch, was in itself a very sufficient proof of there existing
in our Brotherhood great strength of character and will. For, as that
long line of the Brethren accompanied the- Grand Master Jenkins to lay
the Foundation-Stone of our * First Temple,’’ they were assailed by all
those opprobrious epithets and disgraceful insults, which an excited mob
are always so ready to hurl at any one, against whom their passions and
prejudices have been inflamed. Thus men of high respectability in the
community—men eminent as clergymen, scholars and good citizens, were
compelled, as they marched in procession, to hear themselves hooted at
as felons and miscreants! They did bear it, however, and thereby gain-
ed a great and glorious victory, and laid the foundation of the wide-spread
influence and success to which our Order has now attained. It wae well
said by Tertullian in his celebrated Apology, or Defence of Christianity,
(Plures efficimur, &c.,) that “ the blood of the Martyrs is the seed of the
Church.” And so assuredly the trials and sorrows, insults and persecu-
tions, which our Brethren then endured from their antimasonic persecu-
tors, tended more than all else to foster and promote the growth and full
development of the weak and humble sapling, which the year 1733 saw
planted among us by Bro. Heary Price, but which now (thanks greatly to
these our martyrs) has grown luxuriant and large, like the Banyan tree,
spreading out over the land, revelling in wealth of foliage and sylvian
beauty, and affording a rich and grateful shelter to the multitudes, who
now are ready and anxious to flee to it for shade and safety.

And, as we stood upon the platform, surrounded by more than 6000 of
our Brethren, to witness the inadguration of the New Temple, on the
ground where our late building was destroyed by calamitous fire, we could
but realize that we were affording the strongest living evidence of the
great power and high position to which our Order has attained. Over and
above much that-no money can ever replace or repay, the actual money
loss by that fire was itself sufficient to cripple or crush any weak institu-
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tion. But, though far from indulging in a spirit that would affect to treat
lightly a calamity of this character, not only are we able to bear it with-
out practical inconvenience, but are about to raise a new and costly struc-
ture that shall, for generations to come, be regarded as an honor to the
taste and enterprise of the Brotherhood of Massachusetts. And this is a
practical proof of success that the world at large is ever ready to under-
.stand and appreciate. But we as Masons should be untrue to the great
. teachings of our Institution, did we not reckon such appreciation as a light
matter, compared with the wealth of mind, of manhood, of benevolence
and virtue, by which our Order now gives and confers ornament and
grace throughout the length and breadth of our land, shedding its light of
blessing and benignauncy alike over the humble cottage of the laborer, the
bivouac-tent of the war-worn soldier, and the stately halls of the wealthy
and the powerful.

We have in these pages, on more than one occasion, endeavored to
show the high claims and responsibilities now devolving on the Fraternity,
from the elevated position which it has gained as a great * Continental®
organization. It is really * world-wide,” but we have used the word
« Continental,” because we are referring to duties which arise directly
from the present unhappy state of the country. When the army has done
its work by crushing down armed Rebellion, a vast and most serious other
work, and a much grander one, will still remain for some other agency ;
the work, we mean, of healing the wounds that are likely to fester and
rankle long in the alienated and irritated hearts of the sons of the North
and South. For this healing reconciliation, Freemasory is, in every way,
peculiarly qualified and adapted ; and the work is well worthy of the great
Brotherhood of Charity and Love. We feel that we can never be unsea-
sonable in bringing this high and holy duty before the attention of our
Brethren. No more noble, almost divine, sphere of duty could possibly
be offered to the pure ambition of man-loving, God-fearing, patriotic men.
High as the present position of our Order is, let it faithfully and firmly
gird iself to this mighty and momentous task of Parrioric Love, and it
will be permanently placed on a lofty and rocky height of dignity, the ob-
ject cf universal respect and admiration :—

¢ Like some tall cliff, that rears its awful form,
Swells from the vale, and midway leaves the storm,
Though round its base the swelling clouds are spread,
Eternal sunshine settles o'er its head !”

THE DAY.

The 14th of October had been selected by the Commiltee, for the Laying of
the Corner-Stone of the new edifice, as peculiarly appropriate, it being the anni-
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versary of the laying of the Foundation-Stone of the first Masonic Temple in
this city in the year 1830.

The weather was unpropitious for a public parade of any descnphon, but it
was particularly so for an effective display of the rich and showy regalia of a Ma-
sonic procession. A violent North-East storm, commencing on Wednesday nighv
prevailed without intermittance, until Friday morning, when it bad partially ex-
hausted itself ; though the rain continued to fall, more or less copiously, during
the whole day. " The streets were in a bad condition for marching—the parade
ground was wet, and the atmosphere chilly, if not positively cold. ‘The natural
effect of all this was to prevent the attendance of many Lodges and Brethren
in cistant parts of the State, who would otherwise have been present, and con-
tributed to increase the numbers of

THE PROCESSION.

But, notwithstanding these adverse circumstances, the Procession was one of
the most imposing and brilliant Masonic displays ever witnessed in our eity, if it
were ever equalled by any similar exhibition in this country. It was imposing
and brilliant, not alone in the variety and richness of its regalia and decorations—
in the beauty and number of its banners—its splendid escort and martial ap-
pearance, but in the character, intelligence and manly bearing of the men who
composeil it. ¢ New England citizenship,” as was said by one of the city papers
the next morning, “ was well represented. Intelligence and character were
stamped upon the countenances of those who participated in the proceedingg,
aod a finer body of men morally and intellectually never paraded our streets.
The proceedings, though marred by the inclemency of the weather, were deeply
interesting, It must have astonished some of those who remember when oppo-
sition to Freemasonry was made a political hobby, to see the Institution so flour-
ishing ; but it has survived its period of persecution, and is going about its work
of charity and beneﬁcence, silently and efficiently, softening the rigors of war,
smoothing the path of the distressed, helping the needy, and binding its mem-

bers in a Brotherhood of mutual sympathy and true humanity.”

"~ It is estimated that there were more than siz thousand Masons in attendance,
inclading many who, in consequence of the delay in organizing and the damp-
ness of the ground, were compelled to withdraw before the body took up the line
of march. This number, large as it is, would probably have been increased by
two or three thousand, had the previous day been clear and pleasant.

The Procession was formed on the Common, near Park street Mall, under the
direction of the Grand Marshal, W. Brother WiLLiam D, STRATTON, assisted as
hereafter stated. And we may as well say here as elsewhere, for it should be
said, that our Brother and Assistants acquitted themselves, in the discharge of their
important duties, in a highly creditable mauner, and we believe to the satisfac-
tion of all parties interested. The delay in starting was naturally a cause of
some little uneasiness, but it was one of the difficulties and vexations incident to
all such occasions. Where the fault lay, or who was responsible for it, it would
be difficult to determine ; nor is it of any consequence; all did their best, and
success was secured, This should satisfy us.
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ORDER OF PROCESSION.
Tae EscorT.

The Escort was composed of the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and R.
Island and its Subordinates, and was the most brilliant portion of the Procession.
The Grand Encampment was in full array as a complete military organization,
and numbered 751. ‘The column marched in the following order :—

Band of the 11th U. 8, Infantry, stationed at Fort Independence.

M. E. Sir WiLLiam 8. GarpuERr, Grand Master, accompanied by M. E. Sir Bxni.
Brown FrencH, Grand Master of Templars in the U. States, and the
Grand Officers and Permanent Members of the Grand

) Encampment.*
St. Jobn's Encampment, Providence, R. L., Sir Daniel Round, Jr., Generalissimo,
Commandmg
Hall's Brass Band.

Boston Encampment, Boston, Mass., M. E. Sir John K. Hall, Grand Commander.
thmgton Encampment, Newport, R. I, M. E. Sir John Eldred, Grand Com-
mander.

Worcelter County Encampment, represented by several members.
Springfield Encampment, Springfield, Mass., M. E. Sir Isaac D. Gibbons, Grand

Commander.
De Molay Encampment, Boston, Mass., Sir William F. Davis, Generalissimo, Com-
manding.
Holy Sepulchre Encampment, Pawtucket, R. [., represented by several members.
. Dunstable Cornet Band. ' .
Pilgrim Encampment, Lowell, Mass., M. E. Sir Joseph Bedlow, Grand Comman-
der.
Germania Band.
Palestine Encampment, Chelsea, Mass., M. E, Sir Charles M. Avery, Grand Com-
mander.

.

Milford Brass Band.
Milford Encampment, Milford, Mass., M. E. Sir Isaac Britton, Grand Commander,
St. Bernard Encampment, Boston, Mass., represented by several of its members.
Haverhill Brass Band.
Haverbill Encampment, Haverhill, Mass,, M. E. Sir George W. Chase, G. Com-
wander,
Weymouth Cornet Band.
Old Colony Encampment, Abington, Mass., M. E. Sir Willian W. Whitmarsh, G.
Commander.

Tae Lopers.
WiLLiam D. Stratron, Grand Marshal,
John Keant, Frank Bush Jr., Josiah W. Chamberlin, William T. Eustis 3d, Aids,
mounted.
Band.
Baalbec, East Boston.
Hope, Gardner.

*Among whom was the venerable Sir James Salsbury, of Providence, R. 1., wearing the
regalia of Sir Thomas Smith Webb, first Grand Master.
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Amity, Danvers.
Mount Olivet, Old Cambridge.
Blue Hill, Canton.
Aberdour, Boston.
Orient, South Dedham.
Dalhousie, Newton.
John Hancock, Methuen.
John Cutler, Abington.
Hammatt, East Boston.
Cornet Band.
Pequosset, Watertown.
Henry Price, Charlestown.
Bristol, Attleborough.
United Brethren, Marlboro’.

Montacute, Worcester.
Jobha Abbot, Somerville.
Boston Brigade Band,
Wyoming, Melrose.
Mount Vernon, Malden.
Webster, Webster.
Trinity, Clinton.

Paul Revere, North Bridgewater.
Joseph Warren, Boston.
Revere, Boston.
Gate-of-the-Temple, Boston.
Gilmore's Brass Band.
Winslow Lewis, Boston.
Aancient York, Lowell.
Germania, Boston.
Mount Horeb, Woburn.
Metropolitan Brass Band.
8t. Paul’s South Boston.
Mount Tabor, East Boston.
Star of-Bethlehem, Chelsea,
Plymouth, Plymouth.
St. Paul’s, Groton.
Mount Hope Brass Band.
Mount Hope, Fall River.
Grecian, Lawrence.
Liberty, Beverly.

St. Matthew's, Ardover.
Monitor, Waltham.
Norfolk Union, Randolph.
St. Alban’s, Foxhoro.
Betheeda, Brighton.
Pentucket, Lowell.
Morse’s Brass Band.
Mystic, Pittsfield.
Amicable, Cambridgeport.
Mount Carmel, Lynn.




LAYING THE CORNER-STONE OF

St. Mark’s, Newburyport.
Merrimack, Haverhill,
Fraternal, Barnstable.

Rural, Quiney.
Aurora, Fitchburg.
Mount Lebanon, Boston. .
Mount Zion, Barre.
Rising Star, Stoughton.

Weymouth Brass Bank.
Orphan’s Hope, Weymouth.
Marine, Falmouth.
King David, Taunton.
Hiram, West Cambridge.
Meridian, Natick.
Olive Branch, Sutton.
Montgomery, Milford.
Boston Cornet Band.
Columbian, Boston.
Union, Dorchester.
Washington, Roxbury.
Morning Star, Worcester.
Salem Brass Band.
Essex, Salem.

Old Colony, Hingham.
King Solomon’s, Charlestown.
Philanthropic, Marblehead.
Massachusetts, Boston.
Tyrian, Gloucester.

St. John's, Newburyport,
St. Andrew’s, Boston.
St. John's, Boston.

THE CHAPTERS.

Sutton R. A. Chapter, Lynn.
‘Washington R. A. Chapter, Salem.
Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Massachusetts.

American Brass Baud, Providence.
Knights of Calvary Encampment in Companies.

Tux Granp Lopgk.

The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Massachnsetts, consisting of the Past and
Present Officers, Most Worshipfal Wx. Parxman Grand Master.

Knights of Calvary Encampment in Companies.
Invited Guests and Aged Brethren of the Fraternity in Carriages.
Calvary Encampment of Providence, R. L, acted as & Guard of Honor, under

the command of Sir Levi L. Webster, with the celebrated * American Brass
Band,” of that city.



THE NBW MASONIC TEMPLE. 9

THE MARCH

Began at nbout 13 o’clock, and the Plocewon, moving at quick slep,—rather 100
mach so for comfort,—passed over the roate in a little less than two hours—start-
ing from the Common as above, and passing through Winter, Summer, Otis, De
voushire, Milk, Broad, State, Court, Tremont, and Beacon streets, and entering
the Common at the Charles street Mall, thence passing throngh Beacon, Park
and Tremont street Malls, to the site of the New Temple. The whole distance
was probably about three miles, and it wus observed that when the rear portion
of the Procession was leaving the Common, the head of it had returned to the
starting place!

Everywhere along the route the streets snd windows wars thronged with living
masses—ladies and children, old men and young, were joyous;—the waving -of
handkerchiefs, cheers of welcome, and all the usual manifestations of approval,
saluted the brilliant moving pageant at every turn. All was life, animation and
joy. If the clouds wept, the younger portion of the Procession might have
found, as they doubtless did find, a compensating sun-shine in the bright eyes and
cheering smiles which everywhere greeted them ! ‘Fhe spectacle was one that
for a life-time will linger in the memory aliké of those who witnessed it and of
those who took part in it.

On the arrival of the head of the Procession at the site of the new building, the
whole was opened to the right and left, and the Grand Lodge, with the Lodges
ascording to seniority, passed through the open lines and wheeled upon the im-
mense platform prepared for their reception, and where the ceremonies took place
as follows :—

CEREMONIES.
Music BY Gmtonn"s BaANnD, BosTox.

OrENING.

Grand Master. Right Worshipful Senior Grand Warden : The Grand Lodge
having been assembled for the purpose of Laymg the Corner-Stone of the
New Masonic Temple here to be erected, it is my order the Most Worshipful
Grand Lodge be now opened for the perfommnce of that important ceremony.
This my will and pleasure you will communicate to the Right Worshipful Junior
Grand Warden, and he to the Brethren present, that all having due notice may
govern themselves accordiagly.

Senior Grand Warden. Right Worshipful Junior Grand Warden : 1t is the or-
der of the Most Worshipful Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, that this Corner-Stone be now laid with Masonic
honors, This his will and pleasure you will proclaim to all present, that the oo-
casion may be observed with due order and solemnity.

Junior Grand Warden. Brethren, and all who are present, take notice, tlnt
the Most Worshlpful Grand Master will now deposit this Foundation-Stone in
Masonic form. You will observe the order and decoram becoming the important
and aolemn ceremonies in which we are about to engage.

PRAYER, BY REV. BRo. J. W. DADMUN.
2
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HywMN,
[By a Quartette Choir, consisting of Bros. S. B. Ball, W. H. Kent, F. A. Hall, and C. G.
Jackman ]

Great Architect of earth and heaven,
By time nor space confined,

Enlarge our love to comprehend,
Our Brethren, all mankind.

‘Where’er we are, whate’er we do,
Thy presence let us own ;

Thine Eye, all-seeing, marks our deeds, -
To Thee all thoughts are known.

‘While nature’s works, and science’s laws
‘We labor to reveal,

Oh be our duty done to Thee
‘With fervency and zeal,

With Faith our guide, and humble Hope,
Warm Charity and Love,

May all at last be raised to share
Thy perfect light above.

Grand Master. Right Worshipful Brother Grand Treasurer: You will read
the inscription on the Plate which is to be deposited under the Foundation-Stone.

THE GRAND TREASURER HERE READ THE INSCRIPTION AS FOLLOWS :—

This Corner-Stone of a New Masonic Temple for the use of the Grand Lodge and Frater=
nity of Freemasons of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, was laid with Public Masonic
Ceremonies, and in the presence of the Executive Officers of the State and City, by the Most
Worshipful WiLLiaM ParkMar, Esq., Grand Master, on the 14th day of October, A. L. 5864,
A.D. 1864. :

Officers of the Grand Lodge A. L. 5864:—M. W. William Parkman, G Master; R. W.
Charles C. Dame, D. G. Master; R. W. William S, Gardoer, S. G. Warden ; R. W. Benj.
Dean, J. G. Warden ; R. W. John McClellan, G. Treas.; R. W. Cbarles W. Moore,R. G.
Sec.; R W. C. Levi Woodbury, C. G. Sec.

District Deputy Grand Masters :—R W.. 8. D. Nickerson, District 1. William Sutton,
District 2. W. F. Salmon, District 3. C. L. Chamberlain, District 4. J. P. Lovell, District
5. J. W. Dadmun, District 6. James M. Cook, District 7. R.S. Pope, District 8. Henry
Chickering, District 9. E. P. Graves, District 10, Solon Thornton, District 11. Newell A.
Thompson, District 12. George H. Kendall, for Chili, S. America.

W. Rev. Wm. R. Alger, Rev. Wm. 8. Studley, Grand Chaplains; Wm. D. Stratton, G.
Marshal; Samuel P. Oliver, S. G. Deacon: Heary Mulliken, J. G. Descon; P. Adams
Ames, G. Sword Bearer; W, W. Wheildon, Henry Taber, 2d, Lovell Bicknell, Francis L.
Winship, G. Stewards; Edward D. Bancrofi, L. H. Gamwell, J. V Hayward, G. Lecturers ;
Bro. Eben F. Guy, G. Tyler.

Board of Directots :—M. W, William Parkman. R. W Wm S Gardner, Benjamin Dean,
Chas. W. Moore, Winslow Lewis, John T. Heard, Wm. D. Coolidge, G. Washington War-
ren, William North. :

Building Commitiee :—William Parkman, Charles W, Moore, Benjamin Dean, John T.
Heard.

President of the United States, ABaaHAM LixcoLN. Governor of Massachusetts, Jomx A,
Anprew. Mayor of Boston, Fagperick W. LinocoLy, Ja.

M. G. WHEELOCK, Architect.




THE NEW MASONIC TEMPLE. 11

Grand Lodge of Massachusetis founded A. L. 5733, A. D. 1733. Hgzxay Paice, Exgq.,

First Grand Master.
ConTENTS OF THE Box.

1. Constitution of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,

2. Proceedings of the Grand Lodge for 1862 and 1863,

3. Freemasons' Magazine, with a description of the New Building.

4. Freemasons’ Magazine, containing an account of the burning of the Winthrop House
and Freemasons’ Hall, April 6, 1864.

5. Moore’s Address on the Early History of Freemasonry in America.

6. Declaration of the Freemasous of Boston and vicinity, in 1831.

7. Photograph of the New Freemasons’ Hall, by Chapmaa.

8. Ordinances and Public Documents of the Cities of Boston, Roxbury, Cambridge,
Charlestown and Lowell.

9. Coins of the United States,

10. Newspapers of the day.

11. Historical Sketches of the Grand Encampment, and of its Subordinate organizations.

12. Proceedings of Bunker Hill Monument Association for 1861, 1862, 1863 and 1864.

Grand Master. There being no objection, I now order you, Brother Grand
Treasurer, to deposit the Plate, with the Papers, in the place prepared for their
reception. .

[MUSIC BY THE BAND DURING THE CEREMONY OF MAKING THE DEPOSIT.]

The principal Architect then presented the Working Tools to the Grand Master,
who directed the Grand Marshal to present them to the Deputy Grand Master,
and Senior and Junior Grand Wardens,

The Grand Master, the Deputy Grand Master, and Grand Wardens, then de-
scended from the platform; the Grand Master taking the Trowel, the Deputy
Grand Master the Square, the Senior Grand Warden the Level, and the Junior
Grand Warden the Plumb, the Grand Master standing at the East of the Stone,
his Deputy on his right, the Senior Grand Warden at the West, and the Junior
Grand Warden at the South side of the Stone. The Grand Master then spread
the cement ; and when that was done, he directed the Grand Marshal to order
the Craftsmen to lower the Stone. [This was done by three motions, viz :—1st,
by lowering a few inches and stopping, when the public Grand Honors were given ;
2d, again lowering a few inches, and giving Grand Honors ; 3d, letting the Stone
down 10 its place and giving the Grand Honors as before; The Square, Level
and Plumb were thea applied to the Stone by the proper Officers.]

Grand Master. Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master: What is the proper
Jewel of your office?

Deputy Grand Master. The Square. ,

Grand Master. Have you applied the Square to those parts of the Stone that
should be square ?

Depuly Grand Master. I have, Most Worshipful Grand Master, and the
Craftsmen have done their duty. ’

Grand Master.” Right Worshipful Senior Grand Wardén : What is the proper
Jewel of your office ?

Senior Grand Warden. The Level,

Grand Master. Have you applied the Level to the Stone ?



12 LAYING THE CORNER-STONE Of

‘

Senior Grand Warden. 1 have, Most Worshipful Grand Master, and the
Craftsmen have done their duty.

Grand Master. Right Worshipfal Junior Graad Warden What is the proper
Jewel of your office ?

Junior Grand Warden. ‘The Plamb. -

g Grazxd Master. Have you applied the Plumb to the several edges of tho
tone ?

Junior Grand Warden. 1 bave, Most Worshipful Grand Master, and the
Craftsmen have done their duty.

Grand Master. Having full confidence in your skill in the Royal Att, it re-
mains with me now to finish the work.

The Grand Master then gave three knocks upon the Stone, saying—

1 find this Foundation-Stone well formed, iue and trusty, and may this un-
dertaking be conducted and completed by lhe Craftsmen according to the grand
plan, in Peace, Love and Harmony.”

% Know all of you who hear me. We proclaim ourselves free and lawful Ma-
sons, true to the laws of our country, professing 10 fear God, and to confer bene-
fits on mankind. We practice universal beneficence towards all. We have se-
crets concealed from the eyes of men which may not be revealed to any but Ma-
sons, and which no cowan bhas yet discovered ; they are, however, lawful and
honorable. Uuless our Craft was good and our calling honest, these secrets
would not have existed for so many generations, nor should we have had so many
illustrious. personages as Brethren of our Order, always ready to sanction our
proceedings and contribute to our welfare. We are assembled in the broad face
of open day, under the canopy of Heaven, to build a Temple for Masonry. May
God prosper our handiwork as it shall most please Him. May this Temple be-
come a place wherein just and upright Masons may practice benevolence, pro-
mote harmony and cultivate Brotherly love, until they shall ali assemble in the
Grand Lodge above, where the world’s Great Architect lives and reigns forever.”

Grand Chaplain, (Rev. Wm. S. Studley.) * May the Almighty Architect of the
Universe, who disposes of all things according to the excellency of His will ; who
made the Heavens for His majesty, the sun and stars for His glory, and the Earth
as our place of existence and obedience to His laws, look down on us, His servants,
Master Masons, endeavoring, in the bonds of love, according to the rules of char-
ity, to build a house for His worship. And may this house, when completed, be a
fit habitation for worthy men to meet together and to do good. May the secret
assemblies of Freemasons convened here, according to law, be conducted in
honor, and result in charity, May every Mason who enters under the roof of
this intended building remember that the secrets of the Lord our God are with
them that fear Him. " May this good work prosper. May the workmen be com-
forted. May no strife, brawling, or unseemly words, be heard within the walls.
May the Master love the Brethren, and Brethren honor the Master. May the
coming in and going out of the Brethren be blessed forevermore. May there be
plenteousness here, and the voice of thanksgiving ever heard. May no mourn-




THE NEW MASONIC TEMPLE. : 13 .

ing or sorrow of heart be known. May the true wayfaring Masen find comfort
in his journey when he tarrieth for a time within the gates of this house.

“Oh Lerd God, Great Architect and Grand Geometrician of the Universe, pros-
per Thou our work. Permit us at all times and in all places to build up Thy holy
temple in opr hearts and souls, with the beauty of true holiness, so that we may,
by faith and good works, ultimately arrive at that glorious mansion, where all
things are indeed petfect—where thers shall be ne more labor, ao more sorrow,
bat love, joy, peacs, rejoicing and happiness forevarmore.”

The Deputy Grand Master then received from the Grand Marshal the Corann-
copia containing Corn, and spread the corn upon the Stone, saying :—

“ May the health of the workmen employed in this undertaking be preserved

to them, and may the Supreme Grand Architect bless and prosper their labors.”

When once of old, in Israel,

Our early Brethren wrought with toil,
Jehovah’s blessing on them fell

In showers of CorN and WiNg and Orr.

The Grand Marshal then presented the Senior Grand Warden the cup of Wine,
who poused it upon the Stone, saying :—

‘ May plenty be showered down upon the people of this ancient Common-
wealth, and may the blessings of the Bounteous Giver of All Things, attend all
their philanthropic undertakings.”

‘When there a shrine to Him alone
They built, with worship sin to foil,

On threshold and on corner-stone .
They poured out Ccex and WiNE and O1L.

The Grand Marshal presented the cup of Oil to the Junior Grand Wardea, who
poured it upon the Stone, saying :—

“ May the Supreme Ruler of the World preserve this people in Peace, and
vouchsafe to them the enjoyment of every blessing.”

And we have come, fraternel bands, .
With joy and pride and prosperous spoil,
To honor Him by votive hands
With streams of Corx and WiNE and O1rL.

Grand Master. “ May Corn, Wine and Oil, and all the necessaries of life,
abound among men throughout the world ; and may the blessing of Almighty
God be upon this undertaking, and niay the structure here to be erected be pre-
served to the latest ages, in order that it may promote the humane purposes for
which it is designed.”

The Grand Master then presented the Implements to the Architect saying :—

“To you, Brother Architect, are confided the implements of operative Mason-
ry, with the fullest confidence that by your skill and taste, a fabric shall arise,
which shall add new lustre to our honored Commonwealth. May it endure for
many ages, a monument of the liberality and benevolence of its founders,”

: Music BY THE BaND.

.
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Appress BY Br. HoN., RoBertr B. HaLL, oF PLYMoUTH.

The solemn and significant rites we have just witnessed inaugurate the com-
mencement of a cew Temple for Masonry in this her most ancient seat, on the
American Continent. On this Stone, now firmly laid, tried by the plumb, tha
level and the square—overspread in mystic ceremony with Corn, and Wine, and
Oil—and consecrated by prayer to the Supreme Architect of the Universe, will
rise a magnificent pile, honorable to our Fraternity and ornamental to this city.

We have gathered here in festal array, to celebrate this auspicious event with
fitting pomp and grateful joy. We come from all parts of this jurisdiction to join
with our venerable mother, the Grand Lodge of Massachusetis, now crowned
" with the wreaths of more than a hundred and thirty summers—to-day more. state-
ly and vigorous than ever, in this act which proclaims her prosperous energy.
This imposing pageant is in her honor, and proclaims the lively interest of the
Fraternily in the advancement and glory of our Order.

Thirtyfour years ago, this day, the foundations of the old Temple were laid, and
that building was supposed to be on a scale sufficient for the wants of genera-
tions to come. But, in this brief space, Masonty has outgrown its accommoda-
tions, and it was disposed of in 1858 for other uses. Since then the Grand Lodge
has occupied temporary apartments, though for the last three years under her own
rouf. It seems but yesterday since the destroyiug angel hovered over this spot
and consumed our tabernacle with his fiery breath. Already we triumph over
these disastrous ashes. Undismayed by calamity, and buoyant with hope, we
commence the erection of a suitable and permanent home for the Craft. Let
the walls of this Temple rise in solid grandeur till ita pinaacles salute the skies !
And f{rom this time till it shall crumbleinto decay let it be sacred to the myste-
ries and work of Masonry. :

The short time necessarily allotted to this address in the programme for the
day, precludes any elaborate historical account of our Order, and anything like a
eritical and philosophical analysis of its constitation and influence, The remarks,
thereiore, which will be made on these subjects, will be cursory and brief.

The Institution of Masoury has come down to us in its principles and spirit, if
not in form, from a remote antiquity. Its vestiges may be traced, veiled in the
mists of the dim past, faint and shadowy and obscure it may be, but yet speak-
ing witnesses to its ancient claims. At what particular age of the world its light
was first revealed it is difficult to determine ; bat the field of investigation is am -
ple, and materials are not wanting to develop probable conjectures. There are
at least sufficient resemblances between Masonry and the most ancient societies
in Pheenicia, Chaldea and Egypt to suggest their common origin, and such points
of resemblance to the oldest Mysteries as to render probable an affinity with
them. Masonry, as nuw organized, is believed to be of Jewish origin on the au-
thority of its own traditions, and from internal evidence well understood by the
Craft, The erection of the Temple on Mount Moriah by Solomon King of Israel
was an occasion of the assemblage of bands of *‘ cunning artificers,” especially
from Tyre, at Jerusalem. While the Temple was building, the workmen are
said to have been formed into a community under a system of rules designed to
facilitate perfection and efficiency in their art, and to promote their common in -
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terests. This organization was destined 10 survive the occasion which brought
them together. At the completion of the Temple the Craftsmen travelled in
other lands where their skill might find employment. Their monaments are to
be found in the ruins of temples and theatres which they erected in Pheenicia,
Greece and Rome, until the era of Christianity. Soon after this period traces of
their history appear in public records, as well as in their works. In the middle
ages Masonry culminated in its greatest glory. [t was patronized by the Throne
and the Church, and overspread Europe with its marvels of architectural skill
and beauty, At this date we have precise information in regard to these socie-
ties, and but little is left to conjecture as to their nature and organization. They
were schools of instruction in architecture and cognate science, and fraternities
for mutual protection and relief. They used a symbolical langtage derived from
the practice of their profession ; they posseased the means of mutual recognition,
and were bound together by secret obligations.

At an early period these societies were endowed with special privileges as a
corporation of buillers, and became exempt from all local and civil jurisdiction.
Atlength, and by degrees, many persons of eminen‘e, not of the Ciafl, chiefly
ecclesiastics, became associated with them from a desire to obtain the secret
knowledge they poesessed and pa:ticipate in their privileges. This admixture
of a superior class as * accepted” Masons soon became potential ; and as the
knowledge of the art of building spread- beyond the limiis of the society, the
speculative element gradually predominated. In England, however, it appears
that the Freemasons, under their ancient organization, which dates from the time
of Athelstane, continued as a body to erect public buildings until the rebuilding
of London and the completion of St. Paul's Cathedral, under the mastership of
Sir Christopher Wren. It way as late as 1717 that the ancient Lodges remaining
in London, united to form a Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons. In
1733 the Grand Lodge, in whose presence we now stand, was organized under
English authority, as the first Grand Lodge in America, and constitutes the link
of our connection with the illustrious past of our Order.

We are proud of our descent as Masons from an ancestry so renowned and ven-
erable. Our fathers wrought to embellish the earth with exquisite forms of ma-
terial beauty, and reared, with patient toil, those stately edifices which overspread
the old world with elegance and grace. The memorials of their genius and skill
compel the homage of admiring generations, and their fame will endure for-
ever.

But the claims of Masonry to our respect are not founded chiefly on the ser-
vice it has rendered to the useful and ornamental arts of life. 'T'he forms ot ar-
chitectural beauty and design may vanish, but the spirit which informed them
still survives with the Craft, and dignifies and hallows our work, Our Order no
longer hews and squares the rough ashlar for the builder’s use, but essays the
nobler work of fashioning living stones for the use of the Great Architect him-
self, We cease to employ the coarse implements which were once the instru-
ments of manual toil, wielded by brawny arms and with sweating brow. The
forms of these we preserve; but with us they are spiritualized as emblematical
teachers of a pure morality. The plumb, the level and the square repose vpon

Y
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aur altars still, but in jeweled majesly, to be used only by the gloved hand to
symbolize the highest truths as instraments of human improvement.

It is natural to respect Masonry for its antiquity. But it claims our reverence
also bacause it is the only one of the old societies which history records, which
has survived the wreck of time. Masonry is the only purely human institution
which has withstood the never-ceasing tide of change in the wosld’s aflairs. la
imperishable srength and silent dignity, it has endured like the rock, while the
current has passed by, sweeping into oblivion, systems, dynasties and institutions,
some of them as ancient as herself, and once the objects of pride and admira-
tion,

It is natoral to inquire what there is in Masonry which will account for its per-
" manenoy thus far; and promises 1o secure it perpetuity. Why is it that its light

that glimmered in early darkness should shine in increasing lustre through the
ages, and in the nineteenth century glow in full effulgence? How is it that with
o sign of decripitude or decay, Masonry with unpalsied hand yet bolds the
sceptre of her Royal Art in increasing empire? The answer must be sought in
some peculiarity of constitution ; for no miracle has been wrought in her behalf,
She has been subjected to tRe same series of circumstances as other instilntions
now numbered with things that were, with no external shield agaigst the attack of
time. In her own symbolical language, she is said to be supported by pillars of
Wispoum, STreNeTH and Bgaury. On this hint we propose to dwell, and a brief
mletpretnnon of this langnage, in an enlarged sense, may reveal the secret of
her stability"and power.

The Wispom of Masonry is exemplified in establishing her basis on the immu-
table foundation of Truth. Her cardinal principle is belief in the existence of
God. All other truths correlative with- belief in deity, have a place in her sys-
tem. The Bible, as the source and standard of Truth, is exalted on her altars as
her first Great Light, and all her moral teachings are but beams of its brightness,
While Masonry makes no pretensions as a system of religion, and, least of all,
prefers a claim to be a substitute for Christianity, she humbly walks by its side in
strict alliance, as far as she goes. In her speculative form she is as exact ia her
teachings of moral truths as was operative Masonry in mathematical science.
Her propositions admit of no dispute. She wisely confines herself to simple ab-
solute and acknowledged truth, and leaves no margian for controversy or contra-
diction. She inculcates virtne, and diasuades from vice, but has no casuistical
refinemeunts to perplex and divide her followers. Masonry from her plane far-
nishes the mest ample facilities for the investigation of trath. Whoever stands
with her there breathes an atmosphere of uurestricted liberality, for her telera-
tion-is as boundless in matters of opinion, as her rule is imperative in fundamen-
tal faith. Anchored in her princi, les, fast by the throne of God, inculcating in

“her firet step a loving trust in Him, and acoepting His law as the embodiment of
truth, she excludes no one from a participation in her benefits on account of di-
versity in religious views. Her gates are closed against the atheist only, The
shackles fall from the hands of Prejudice and Bigotry at the entrance of her
shrine. When the well-known worde are spoken which, like the proclamation
of the mystagogue at Eleusis, closes the door of her sanctuary on the profane



THE NEW MASONIC TEMPLE. 17

thetruths in which all agree are the only lessons which are taught. In‘hersacred
retreat every discordant voice is hushed, and the bitterness of sectcrian strife is
abashed into silence in the awful presence of pure and absolute Truth. On any
other platform than this she could not comprehend in her embrace all the tribes
of men, as the humah race now exists, or has ever existed. It is the recognition
of these principles aud the acknowledgment of corresponding obligations which
alone renders it possible to make her privileges available to the whale of the
great human family. 1f she should require any other creed than that God is our
Father, and that men are His children, and therefore bound to love Him and one
another, her grand object would at once be defeated. Hence, while every Ma-
son relains his religious peculiarities, the Jew, the Turk, the Aborigines of the
forest, and the Christian may fraternize in the recognition of a common bond,
and demand and receive mutual benefits. ’

The perfect adaptation of our Order to the nature and wants of man isstrongly
indicdtive of the wisdom of it constitution. Its whole encrgies have been de-
voted to the interests of humanity. Next to allegiance to God, and springin
from it, its controlling principle, is love for man as man. Befure the era o
Christianity we know of no other system of morals or philosophy, of religion or
politics, which presents this bold peculiarity of Freemasonry. Individual inter-
esis seem Lo have been nearly or quite overlooked by the sages and governors
who sought to rule the world by philosophies or by power. In the republics of
Greece and Rome, confeasedly the beat developments of civilization in ancient
times, the interests of humanity were by no means predominant. In the Roman
republic the boast of being a Roman citizen had hitle meaning except as a de-
fense against the exactions of foreign domination. The man was not esteemed
of value except as a part of the Commonwealth, Individual rights were neither
sacred nor tespected as inalienable. Greece never saw the day, though she
boasted the Academy, when the many were not virtually the slaves of the few;
and her vaunted democracy was but a name. But Masonry recognizes with gen-
erous sensibility the dangers and needs of individual man, and watches with
genial care over his rights. Tts primary object is to bless the race, not in the ag-
gregate but in ite unit; while its ultimaté aim is not to exert a power over socie-
ty bat to achieve its melioration and perfection by silent influences in its compo-
nent parts. This characteristic of her sysiem is the reversal of the theories of
ancient days which were tried only to fail, and have left the wrecks of their de-
struction scattered over the earth,” Masonry has uever sought to establish her
sway over men, but within them. She exerts her power as a pervading influence
and never in the form of arbitrary control. She meets man in all the varieties
of his condition with sympau:iy and comprehends him in all the wants of his
complex nature. Her first an last teaching is that the highest human develop-
ment is in the direction of personal virtue and individual excellence; that the
true nobility is goudness ; that the common duties of life have in them the ele-
ments of heroism and sanctity ; that self-respect is a virtue; and that every man
possesses a dignity derived from his original endowments and igherent capabili-
ties, She esteems every man the peer of his fellow in nature and rights. Be- |
fore her altar distinctions vanish, and all men meet on the level. “The prince
und the peasant stand ulike in her presence. Whatever is common to man is
not foreign to her regard. She provides for the physical wants of the body and
the yearning needs of the soul. She stands as his instructor and guide, his pro-
tector and friend. And so it is that Masonry points to its monuments of useful-
ness, ot among the few who attain greatness and renown, but among the quiet
‘and peaceful crowd unknown to fame. Her beneficial influence is not so con-
spicuous in the seats of weallb and power where rights seek not for protection,

3
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and affluence craves not sympathy and aid ; but with the masses of mankind
who need defense and sympathy, and whose wants demand relief.

The chief element of STRENGTH in Masonry is its principle of association.
Man by nature is formed for society. It is impossible for him to live without i,
without degenerating. The law of attraction in the material universe is not more
necessary than the law of attraction in the social world. And as the one produ-
ces its mighty effects in sustaining systems of worlds and the cobesion of their
parts, so the other by its combining energy suppoits and unites society in indisso-
luble bonds. But while it is absolutely true that Union is Strength, yet it is also
true that the character of the objects of human association and the nature of the
means of obtaining them, determine the degree of its efficiency and the length
of its duration. History and experience bear unmistakable testimony to the fact
that any society, not based on virtuous principles, by a natural law, must inevi-
tably perish. The want of moral cohesion ensures its rupture and decay. On
the other hand, the three-fold cord of association, woven of high moral principle,
is not easily broken. Its strength is in proportion to the elevation of its aim, and

- ils vitality 1s commensurale with the extent of its scope. Now Masonry stands

on a higher vantage ground in both these respects than any other human insti-
tution. No aim can be higher than that which she proposes 1o accomplish—the
ghysiual. mental and moral improvement of her members, and the circle in which

er operations extend embraces the race. In making this*declaration it is not

retended that her primary object is an undistiuguishing and unbounded benevo-
ence. Masonry was instituted to promote the immediate good of her members,
wherever they may be ; and does not claim to sacrifice that good for the benefit
of the uninitiated. She provides for her own in the first instance, and the peculi-
arity of her associalion, ensuring the performance of this obligation, is the grand
element of her continued lile. ~She is necessarily a propagandist, and furnishes
within herself the motive for a perpetual and universal increase, It is her inter-
est to enlarge her means of usefulness, and her doors turn on ready hinges to all
applicants for her benefils not disqualified by irreligion or vice.

Brotherly love contributes essentially to the strength of Masonry. The frater-
nal feeling which is characteristic of Freemasonry does not originate in a mere
congeniality of sentiment, or similarity of disposition. It is a principle incorpo-
rated in the frame-work of her system. Itis not dependent on personal preler-
ences, nor left to grow out of frequent and agreeable interconrse. Social com-
panionship develops a kindly feeling in Masonry as elsewhere, and often ripens
into friendship, which gives a zest to the enjoyment of life. This form of Broth-
etly love, however, is the effect of circumstances; desirable and profitable, and
promoted in our Order as much or more thau in any other institution. But, in a
more enlarged and comprehensive sense, Brotherly love is obligatory on all Ma-
sons, and extends its regards to the whole Fraternity, wherever dispersed. Thus
universal in its relations, it secures a unity and harmony which renders our Order
not only invincible to external assaults, but precludes the possibility of disruption
and ruin from internal cauvses. Thie tie of Brotherly love, regarded not as a
sentiment, but as an obligation, is the glory of Masonry, and clothes it with an
universal power. Overleaping all geographical divisions, rising above all reli-
gious and political differences, and ignoring all diversities of race, it establishes

- a common bond of kindly intercouise among the Craft. Over all the world,

wherever a Mason discovers another Mason, he finds a Brother and a friend. If
he is in want, he can claim relief which will notbe denied. If he is a stranger,
he can demand and receive hospitality. If in danger, he can conmand succor.
Oan the tented field the stroke which would have fallen in death has often beeun
arrested by this mysterious power, and the claims of Brotherhood have been re-
cognized in Savage warfare. The Masonic sign of disiress is potent in all ca-
lamities which affect life or fortune wherever the fraternal eye may discern it.
Such efforts are produced only by Masonry. She alone speaks that universal lan-
guage whose whispers may be heard amid the thunders of war, in the crash of
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shipwreck, and in the roar of violence, and whose words, like penticostal utter-
ances, are intelligible among all people and tongues!

. The BeauTy of Masonry consists not merely in the fair proportions of her de-
sign, or the antique grandeur of her drapery, but in the magnitude and glory of
her operations. Through the long ages, as now, she has stood the friend of man
and the benefactor of society. In all the earth she has distilled her genial dew
of blessing, and her path is everywhere marked with verdure and fruitfulness.
Her works praise her in the gates, and the grateful tears of the poor and unfortu-
nate sparkle like jewels in her diadem of glory. Her very genius is love, the
spirit of which vonnects her members in an unbroken phalanx, as a band of
Brothers, but overflows those bounds and expands itself in a stream of Charity,
embracing all mankind. The identification of Masonry and Charity forms the
popular idea of our Order. By general consent it stands at the head of charita-
bls institutions. But alms-giving is not the most important part of charity in the
Masonic sense. This consists rather in the cultivation and exercise of kindly
dispositions and active sympathies. It is a charity which leads men to judge of
others with lenity, and to speak of them without reproach—the charity which
makes the good name of another as precious as our own—it is exercised in the
endeavor to do away with suspicions, jealousies, rivaliies and nvil speakings—it
is 10 sustain the wounded spirit, to afford consolation to the aficted, to extend
succor to the oppressed—to redress wrong, Such is Masonic charity identical
with the charity of Christianity, and which, like that, *“ never faileth.”

An institution adorned with beauty like this must hold its place in human af-
fection, while misfortune and sorrow are the common lot, while human hearts cry
out for sympathy, while man continues frail and imperfect,

If this fatntskelch of some of the prominent principles of Freemasonry is cor-
rect, the reasons are sufficient to account for her unchangeable and vigorous con-
tinuance until the present time. That this Order commends itself to the intelli-
gence of the nineteenth century is evinced by its larger constituency than ever
befors, and by its firmer hold on the favor of wise and good men. We submit,
therefore, that it is not presumptuous to expect that in the long line of centuries
to come it will still repose in undisturbed endurance upon the imperishable pil-
lars of its support. Esto perpetua ! .

In the present crisis in national affairs a brief allusion may be pardoned to the
relations of Masonry to Patriotism., While Masonry stands sternly aloof from all
partizan politics, she inculcates the love of country, obedience to rulers, and re-
spect to the majesty of law. Masonry is strongly allied to the structure of all
government by her doctrine of equality and the elective principle in the creation
of her otficers. She has therefore ever taken a maaly stand in the defense of
these principles as embodied in the American Constitution. -It is certain that the
form of our government was planned by Masonic minds. More than fifty of the
fiftysix signers of the Declaration of Independence were of the Masonic Frater-
nity, Nearly all the General officers of the Revolution were also Masons. The
great baitles of the war were fought under Masouic commanders. The blood of
Warren moistened yonder hill in the first libation to liberty, and Washingtou con-
ducted our armies to final victory.

The apirit which animated these patriots of other days has not fled from our
allars,  Masonry still yields her loyal aud unfaltering support to that Constitation
which her sons so greatly assisted to establish. Now, as ever, she stands by the
laws, and upholds all rightful authority. At the same time she lends her influ-
ence to soften the calamities of war and to heal the wounds of fratricidal strife.
Her sons, when called upon to buckle on their armor, have 1esponded promptly,
and in multitudes. None have exceeded them in bravery and endurance in the
line of their duty. They still stand ready to share in the sacrifices which may
be required by their country. It remains to be seen how Masonry will fulfill her
mission when war shall end in victory, and peace and union shall again prevail.
At least she will be faithful to her ancient traditions and pristine honor, aad true
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1o her allegiance. The progress of events seems to indigate that the hour.of de-
liverance is at hand. Let us hope that when the cap-stone is finished. on the top-
most tower of our Temple the banner of our country, in the serene beauty of its
celestial dyes, and in all the fulness of its ancient piide, shall float from its sum-
mit once again the emblem of a uuited, free and prosperous nation.

) ConcLupiNG Hymx.
Accept, Great Builder of the skies,
Our heartfelt acts of sacrifice !

Each Brother found a living stone,
‘While bending low before Thy throne.

‘While Craftsmen true their work prepare,
With thoughts unstained, and holy care,
May each be fitly formed and placed
‘Where Love Divine his hopes had traced.

BENEDICTION.

CoL ~_THE BANQUET. R

Al the conclusion of the ceremonies of laying the Corner-Stone, a Procession
of those who had secured tickets to the Dianger., was formed and marched,.under
the escort of the Calvary Encampment 1o Faneuil Hall, where tables were spread
for about seven hundred guests, being all that the Hall would comfortably accom-
. modate, The caterer was Mr. J. B. Smith, who is, by common consent, admit-
ted 1o stand at the head of his profession in this city, if not in the country.

The Hall was beautifully decorated with the National flags, which also en-
closed various Masonic emblems. = Tables. were arranged upon.the platform, the
floor.of the Hall, and in the galleries, and were loaded with choice and tempting
viands, -The instrumental music, which was of a veiy snperior character, wag
furnished by the “* American,Brass Band,” of Providence, R. L., which occupied
a position in the gallery. After an invocation of the, Divine blessing by Rev.

m. 8. Studley, Grand Chaplain, an hour was passed in attendance to the ma-
terial part of the Banquet. The intellectual feast was opened by M. W. Ww.
ParkMaN, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge, who presided.

GRAND MasTER PAREMAN’S SPEECH.

Fellow-Masons—This is a gathering of all the clans, when we meet together
upon a common platform, . Our platform is souud ; it has no -retten plank in it.
It is for the purpose of extending that platform that we have met to-day, and .to
lay the Corner-Stone cf a building of large and elegant dimensions. [Applaunse.]

When I looked upon this gathering I felt a just and honest pride that no.lan-
guage will express to you at this moment. 1 felt that we had met together for. a
high and noble purpose ; not for a political purpose, but upen the broad platform
of Chiistian, civil, and religious faith, to unite in doing what we may to alleviate
the distresses of humanity, and of doing what we ean to spread the glorious
principles which have come down to us untarnished from the days of Solomon,
and which have been disseminated through his disciples, throughont the length
and breadth not only of this but of every civilized country in the world. Where-
ever civilization and art is known, this glorious institution has planted its stand-
ard ; there it has set up its altars and commands us to lift up thanks to God that
we may be permitied to pursue the great work. .

I ask each of you to stand where I do and look over this vast assemblage of
shining faces, shining with joy. The illustrious workman, (pointing to the por-
tiait of Gen, Warren,) was one of us, who laid down his life that we might wor-
ship in this glorious old hall, redolent with the voices of patriots.. We are met,
my Brothers, to commemorate the laying of this Corner-Stone. 1 am very thank-
ful thatit has been laid. It is a great, it is a gloricus occasion, because this is
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one of the thipgs that bring us together ypon a éommon question; and we are
here to-day under the sanction of the Commonwealih, and ?sha‘ll by and by pre-
sent a letter from the Governor, to show that his heart is with us, We are here
also under the sanction of the city authorities, and I wish fo present to you a let-
ter drawn up by one who is a descendant of Paul Revere, [Applnuse.f

Without tireing you further, in bebalf of the Grand Lodgeé of Massachusetts,
the General Grand Encampment of the United States, the Grand Encampuient of
Massachusetis and Rhode Island, the Grand Chapter of Massachusetts, and in be-
h?lf of Masonry of the whole world, I bid you heie a hearfy welcome. [Ap-
planse. ) o . o .

Brethren, I da not propose to detain you much Jonger; I mere]y propose to say
a, word about the weather. I was a litlle disappointed this morning ; but upon
reflection, I made up my mind that inasmuch as Massachuseits was a hard. and
sterile State ;. inasmuch as everything was done by water-power, the clerk of the
weather had concluded that we waated some water to carry on the celebration.

We have been highly favored, Brethren, by your presence. I thank you most
kindly and cordially, in behalf of the Brethren whom I repiesent. 1 shall close
by 4 sentiment fo which I trust every Brother in this hall will heartily respond.

The Grand Master then announced as the first regular sentiment—
“ The President of the Uniled States.”

At the announcement of this toast the audicnee rose in a body, and the wildest
applause broke forth, while the gas lights, which until then had been burning
dimly, were let on with full brilliancy, producing 4 striking eflect.  The Ameri-
can Brass Band played the * Star Spangled Banuer.”

Charles 1.. Woodbury; Esq., was called upon to respond to the sentiment in
bonor of the President,

Bro. WoopBURY's SpEkCH.

- M of M husetts—As has been amply stated br our Most Worshipful
Grand Master,—Masons know no politics. It is the peculiar basis of our lnstitu.
tion, that no matter what the nationality of a Brother in distress, do matter what
his political creed, no matter what may be his antecedents, the instant he comes
within the pale of Masonic relief, he receives that relief with an open heart and an
open hand. [lApplauue.] Masonry throughout the world, no matter what language,
what nationality, teaches one duty to its members, and that is to obey the laws and
mwort the Constitution of the Country. |Applause ] .

e, the Masons of Massachusetts, recognize but one plain daty in. political life
before us, and I quote the language of an eminent deceased Mason, and that is, * to
follow the flag, and keep step to the music of the Union.” [Cheers.]

Gectlemen, it is an ancient custom at Masonic banquets, to toast the President of
the United States; a custom derived, not simply because very nrmnz1 of those distin-
guished dignitaries of the United States, bave also been Brother Masons with us,
but from the great respect which the Masons bear to the laws of the land; and to
him who is aworn to execute and defend them. [Applause.] It is a mark of pro-
found respect, not alone to the office, but also to the officer, which induces us on all
state occasions like this to propose this formal toast. We can, indeed, as Masons,
never forget that the first.man who took the oath as Chief Magistrate of the United
States that he would faithfully perform the duties of the President of the United
Srates, and that he would protect and defend and preserve the Constitution of the
United States, was himself a Brother Mason among us. [Applause.] Not only
was he the first of our Presidents, but we all, [ think, with one accord, regard him
chiefest, first among Masons and among Presidents, and among mankind. [Great
applause.] I need not say for the benefit of the reporters, that I allude to George
Washington. [Applause.] "

It is among the most estimable jewels of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, that
they treasure a lock of George Washington’s hair, presented to this Grand Lodge,
at his decease, by his lamented wife. I rejoice to say that it escaped the conflagra-
tion which deéstroyed so many of the treasured relics of the Grand Lodge, and that
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it is yet preserved in the hands of our present worthy Grand Master, to be looked
l[!g tolwnh ]teverence, and to excite them to deeds of patriotism and noble duty.
pplause. .o

Se_"myﬁ‘le years ago, when George Washington took that oath, the office of
President was an untried experiment.” Men who regarded the history and ‘conser-
vatism of the past, feared to trust the people with a free election ; they feared, too,
that the tenure of office, of four years, was too short, and that the whole scheme of
the people for self-government was little short of madness. They referred to Eu-
ropean and Oriental examples, and to the dynastic reign of kings, with their policy
of centuries as exhibited in the States and courts of these nationalities.

Seventyfive years have passed away, and by the rotation of politics, we have .as
Jong a line of Presidents as most of the dynastjes can show of kings; aud now, to
day, before you, gentlemen, a portion of the great Masonic body of the whole world,
I submit to you that the comparison of our Presidents with any dynasty of kings
that has existed since the world began, with the governors of any nation that has
ever existed, is infinitely in favor of the popular choice—the Presidents of the Uni-
ted States. [Applause.]

Regard them for one moment with a philosophic eye, and where can you find such
dignity, such ability, such simplicity of manner, such personal grandeur, as you
find in the illustrious long line of men who have filled the office of President of the
United States! [Applause.] Although there are kings, kaisers and emperors, sur-
rounded by courts and encircled by a hereditary peerage, and all the pomp and cir-
cumstances which the wealth of the nation can lay betore them, our Presidents live
upon salaries so small that many a private gentleman in the land has the power to
exceed them in his annual expenditure ; yet the result of this experiment is already
in favor of the capacity of a free people. Gentlemen, we have toasted the Presi-
dent of the United States in office, and we have borne our tribute to his persoaal
character and private virtues.

Under the Corner-Stone we have laid to-day, we have recorded that this great
and good work was begun during the presidency of Mr. Lincoln, our preseat Chief
Magistrate. [Applause.] What more can we say for him who is first among us?
We can simply turn towards heaven, and in the language with which the first Chief
Grand Master of the Masons in the world, King Solomon, addressed his God ; we
all can turn and pray that God may endow and bless him with an understanding
heart in order that these States may be brouzht back to peace, prosperity and un-
ion. [Applaused

The second toast was—

. “The Com ith of M husetts—Untiring in the cause of civil and rel-
igious liberty.”

‘The following letter from His Excellency Governor ‘Andrew was here read :—

THE GovERNOR’S LETTER.

ComMONWEALTH OF MassacruseTts, Executive DeparTmeNnT, OCT. 14, 1864.

To WiLLiam Pareman, Esq., Grand Master, &c.—

Ste—I have the honor to acknowledge the tavor of your invitation to attend the
ceremonies at Laying the Corner-Stone of the new Masonic Temple to-day, and to
assure you that but for the necessity imposed on me by duties, which will confine
me to the State House during the morniug, including a special meeting of the Exec-
utive Council, it would have given me pleasure to witness proceedings of so much
interest. I trust that the work you begin to-day will meet no interruption, until it
shall be presented to the eye of taste a monument of becotning beauty, and to the
eye of use a commodious edifice befitting the purpose of its inauguration.

With respectful good wishes, I am, Sir, your most obedient servant,
JouN A. ANDEEW.

Bro. Goopwin’s SPEEcH.

Hon. John A. Goodwin, of Lowell, responded to the last toast in an eloquent
speech. He said that thirty years ago he would have been a hold man who would
have responded to a Masonic sentiment of such a character, but to-day not only
Governors did them honor, but the whole community, A neat compliment was paid
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to Rhode Tsland, which, * though small in territory.is magnificently large and ex-
panded in heart.” [Cheers.] The speaker closed by expressing the hope, that their
new building would last until ** we and our children’s children shall have travelled
around the square of time and entered the boundless circle of eternity,” and gave
the following sentiment :— )

‘* The Commonwealth of Massachusetts—Quick in her impulses, hasty in her judg-
ments, but always safe in her deliberate conclusions.”

The next regular toast was as follows :—

¢ The City of Boston—Characterized by free schools, free speech and universal
education.”

The following letter from the Mayor of the City was here read :—

THE Mavor’s LeTTER.

Mavxor’s Orrice, City Harr, Boston, Ocr. 14, 1864.
WiLuiam Pargman, Esq., Grand Master— .

Dear Sir—I am much obliged for your kind invitation to participate in the Ma-
sonic Banquet this afternoon at Faneuil Hall. Your note did not reach me until
last evening, and I had previously made other arrangements for my time.

It would have afforded me much pleasure to be present to meet so many personal
friends, and so large a body of the most respectable citizens of our Commonwealth.
I congratulate you on the prosperity of your honorable Fraternity, and desire to ex-
press an interest in the erection of your new Building, which will form another ar-
chitectural triumph for the embellishment of our good city.

Trusting that your festival may promote the harmony of the Order, and that its
social enjoyment will exceed the most sanguine anticipations of the Brothers of the
Fraternity, whose privilege it will be to participate in it, I have the honor to remain,

Very truly yours, &ec., F. W. Lincorx, Je.

MR. Hare’s Response.

Hon. George S. Hale, President of the Common Council of Boston, responded in
behalf of the City, saying that it gave him pleasure to act as the spokesman of the
¢ hud” among so many good fellows ( felloes.) Not being a Mason, although he
eould not speak on the ‘ square,” he would endeavor to be within the * compass.”
Mr. Hale spoke in a complimentary manner of the Procession, and of the members
of the Order whom he knew, and gave as a sentiment—

“ The Masonic tie of Charity, of kindness and generosity, which binds together
Masons whether in or out of the Order throughout the world.”

Three cheers for the City of Boston were here called for by Bro..Benj. Dean,
and given with great vigor.

The fourth sentiment was—

% The General Grand Encampment of the United States—Founded on the Chris-
tian religion, and teaching unbounded hospitality, it is endowed with the love of
every knightly heart.”

Hon. B. B. French, M. E. Grand Master of Knighls Templars of the United
S:ates, responded to this sentimeut.

Bro. FreENcH's SpEEcH.

‘Were it not that I know I am addressing an assemblage of Freemasons, [ should
begin to think I was addressing a meeting of *‘ the Sons of New Hampshire ;" for
my honored friend and Brother Woodbury, who responded to the first sentiment,.
and my friend Hale, who responded to another, are both natives of New Hampshire,
and I have the horor to claim that State as the place of my birth. Iam proud of
my birth-place, and I always glory in the assertion that I am a New England Yan-
kee. It is a birthright that I shall never sell !

This, Most Worshipful Sir, and respected Brethren, is a proud day for the Free-
masonry of Massachusetts—for the Freemasonry of Rhode Island, who have large-
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ly joined in your celebration,~~for the Freemasonry of Boston. Youn ought all to
be proud of it. 1, indeet, am very protd of being so fortunate as to make one of
your number. [ have seen many processions in my day, but never one like the one
of 'to-day. ' When { heard of the destruction of yonr Masonic Temple by fire, I re-
garded it as a great calamity ; [ have this day changed my mind, and have come
almost to regard it as a fortunate event—inasmuch as it has been the means of cali-
ing forth the tens of thousands who have filled the streets of your city to-day, and
exhibited to the world such a gatheririg of Freemasons as it never saw before. It
reminds me of the description of the laying of the foundation of the second Temple
by the Israelites of old—of which the sacred historian says, ‘‘But many of the

priests and scribes and chief of the fathers, who were.ancient men, that had seen.

the first house, when the foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, wept
with aloud voice : and many shouted aloud for joy.” I have not a doubt that thete
were hundreds, perhaps thousands, among the multitude who this day saw the Cor-
ner-Stone of your second T'emple laid, who experienced feelings kindred to the feel-
ings of those *‘ancieat men,” although they may not have given to them the same
outward demonstration.

I believe, said Bro. French, that the Masons of the United States loak towards
Boston as a sort of Mecca of the Order.” It was the place, most assuredly, where
Freemasonry began to flourish on this Continent ; and when wa go back to the days
of Grand Master Henry Price, and Grand Master Joseph Warren, and follow down
the long line of worthies who have so honorably presided over the Craft, to my
Most Worshipful friend and Brother, who now ptesides here with so much hounor to
Freemasonry and to himself, we may well turn to Boston and to Massachusetts for
instruction and example, One of the best, and most popular poets of Boston, has
said, somewhat ironically, that * Boston is the hub of the Universe.” I think I cad
say, in all truth, that Boston 'is the hub of Freemasonry in the United States, for
from it, as a common centre, the great principles of Brotherly Love, Relief and
Truth, that characterize our Order, and that Charity without w{ich we are indeed
nothing, have radiated and are still radiating to the turthermost bounds of the Uaion.

Bro. French then went on to say, that as he was present as the Grand Master of
the Templars of the United States, that Templar Masonry was just at this time his
speciality. He spoke of the adoption of a new Constitution of the Grand Encamp-
‘ment of the United.States at Hartford, in 1856, and remarked that it had been the
cause of s5ome misunderstanding between the Grand Encampment and some of the
State Grand Bodies, but he was rejoiced upon being publicly assured this day by
the Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island,
Sir William 8. Gardoer, that the Templars of Massachusetts and Rhode Island
were loyal to the Grand Encampment of the U. States. They had certainly showa
their loyalty to-day by their kind and courteous reception of, and attention to, him
(Sir Knt. French.)

The speaker then alluded to the visit of De Molay Encampment and St. John's
Encampment to Richmond a few years' ago, and complimented his friend and M.
W. Brother who now presided, (Sir Knt. Parkman,) on the happy manner in which
he commanded and presided over that fraternal and Knightly expedition, and won-
dered whether they could renew that expedition to Richmond now, and meet with
a like reception ! -

After a few remarks on the present prosperity of the Order of Freemasons, and
the expression of his hope that the new Temple might be completed without acci-
dent, and ever remain as the Grand Asylum of the Craft in Massachusetts, Brother
French concluded with the sentiment—

“ The Union of Freemasonry—A Union that never can be broken.”

As =oon as Bro. French had concluded, M. W. Grand Master Parkman rose
and said, that the allusion of Bro. French to the visit at Richmond a few years
ago, brought to his mind occurrences, since the unhappy war commenced, grow-
- ing vut of that visit, which he would briefly allade to. He then stated instances
where, thiough the fraternal acquaintances he had at that time formed in Rich-
mond, be had succeeded in alleviating the sufferings of our prisoners there, and
had elven been instrumental in causing some of them 1o be restored to their
fiiends. * .
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Bro. French bagsed to be allowed to say a few words more sazgestel by Brother
Parkman’s remarks. He said that his position was such that he perhaps witaessed
more of the benefits of Freemasonry, as coanected with this war, than any other
Brother present. He then gave several instances of Brotherly kindaess and courte-
8y that had fallen beneath his owa notice, betweea the belligerents, and allu led par-
ticularly to the case of Bro. Bradford, son of our M. W. Bro. Freeman Bradford, of
Portland, Maine, who was desperately wounded at the night attack on Fort Sun-
ter, and was taken to Charleston, and to the house of our worthy an | respected Br.,
Dr. A. G. Mackey, where he had all possible care and atteation uatil he died. And
still there are those, said Brother Freach, who assert that Freemasonry has had its
da.y, ll'ld has ceased to be useful! Freemasoary ceased to be useful! As wall
might it be said that the sun in the heavens had cease. to shiné—that philanthropy
amoag men ltad ceased to exist No, Most Worshipful Sir, and Brethren, Freema-
sonry is in the very meridian of its glory and ita usefulness, and it shall last as
long as this world shall stand. ’

The next toast was—

* The Orator of the Day.—The Theme and the Speaker well met. The treat-
ment of his subject is all that could be desired by the Fraternity, and all the ambi-
tion of the speaker could have hoped. Both speaker and subject have new claims
upon our regard.”’

The toast was suitably responded to by Bro. Hall.
The next toast was—

‘“ Our Foreign Relations.—Successive links of that golden chain which unites our
Fraternity the worlggpver.” .

_R:plied to by the R. W, Brother R.T. Clinch, Dep. G. Master for New Bruns-
wick.

Bro. CLiNcH's SpEECH.

M. W. Grand Master—This is an unexpected honor ; I had not the remotest idea
that I woild be called upon to-day, in this time-honored and venerated place, and
before this large and respectable assemblage of the Fnternit‘y, to respond to the
truly Masonic sentiment which has just been proposed. I confess therefore my in-
ability to do justice to the subject, and have deeply to regret that there is nat pres-
ent gome more worthy Mason from New Brunswick, who, by his eloguence and
ability, would leave with you a better impression concerning the Craft in our Prov-
ince, than I can possibly hope to do.

The 1aost pleasing and fraternal relations-have ever existed between the Masons
of Massachusetts and of the Province of New Brunswick. Many, very inany years
ago; probably before the majority of us here to day saw the light, the Royal Arch
Companions in our Province, sought the jurisdiction of Massachusetts for instruc-
tion and counse! ; and recéntly our Provincial Grand Lodge applied to the Grand
Lodge of this State for a competent Brother to visit and instruct us. The ready
and cheerful compliance with which our request was granted, will, I assure you,
never be forgotten by the Masons in our Province, whilst the beneficial results of
that visit and its salatary influence upon our Lodges will be as enduring as the In-
stitution itself. It is no wonder, then, that we turn to Massachusetts as our Masonic
dima Mater. Next to our own Grand Lodge we reverence her. Its Masonic spir-
it, its conservatjsm, its firm adherence to the principles we all profess, in her dark-
est hours of our history on this Continent, excite our warmest admiration. We
* claim with you a ruticipation in those feelings of reverence and love you maintain

for that noble roll of illustrious Craftsmen,—beginning with the gallant Warren
and coming down to, but not ending with, your venerated and venerable Lewis,—
which has gnade the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts a shining light in the Masonic
world. Your authorities are our authorities ; your decisions are quoted by us and
never questioned ; the name of your able Grand Secretary, Brother Charles W.
Moore—whose fame as a Masonic jurist is as wide spread as the Fraternity—is with
us as a household word upon all the topics which he has elucidated by his learning.
Besides all this, between individual Brethren of the two Jurisdictions there is a con-

4
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tinual recurrence of acts of kindness and love. I must urge these as reasons why
can'not.ao justice to the sentiment to which I have been called upon to respond, and
which was so warmly received ; in view of all that I have said, thinking of the
courtesies that have been extended to me since I have been in this city, impressed
with the spirit of this day’s proceedings, and surrounded by the influences of the
time and the occasion, I can scarcely feel that I um a “ Foreign Relation."” .

Allow me, before sitting down, to express my regret at the loss you have sustain-
ed in the destruction of your noble Hall, and particularly in losing those cherished
mementos of the past,to which were attached some Masonic or historic interest of
more than ordinary importance. These can never be.replaced, but I mistake the
spirit of the Masons of Massachusetts, I mistake the meaning of the large gather:
ing at this day’s ceremonial, if your second Temple does not prove to be a far more -
noble monument of your taste and liberality, than the one—magnificentras it was—
which it isintended to replace.

The next sentiment was—
¢ The Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island.”

This was responded to by M. E. William S. Gardner, Grand Master of the G.
Encampment, as follows :— o

Bro. GARDNER’s SPEECH.

M. W. Grand Master—]It affords me great pleasure at this time to respond to the
sentiment congratulator{ to the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode
Island, inasmuch as its history is interwoven with the interestsof the Grand Lodge
over which you preside, and I might also add, with the Grand Lodge of R. Island.
-Of the destinguished Knights who have commanded this Grand Encampment, Ray-
mond, Robinson and Lewis, have also sat in the Oriental Cb¥§y occupied by you,
while Fowle, Lering, Dame, Hews, Flint, Moore, Hammatt, Baker, Bradford and
Harwood, are names identified with Masonry in Massachusetts, some of whom can
never be forgotten in the history of your Grand Lodge.

But it has been on occasions of this kind, that the services of the Grand En-
campment have been required to assist you in performing your duties. In 1825,
when the Corner-Stone of the Monument was laid on Bunker Hjll, in presence of
the Ill. Bro. the Marquis De La Fayette, by your predecesser, the M. W. John Ab-
bot, long since departed this life, this Grand Encampment, under the command of
M. E. Sir Henry Fowle, its G. Master, and also then Deputy Gen. Grand Master of
Templars in the United States, occupied a prominent position with you. The Re-
cords of your Grand Lodge-are 8o particular as to state among other things not less
worthy to be recorded, that ¢‘ the Templars were in full dress, and displayed the
banners of Knights Templars and Knights of the Red+Cross. Sir Knights, with
lances, preceded, bearing on the points of their lances white pennants, on which
were painted the names of the six New England States. A front and rear guard,
and also the guards of the banners, were armed with lances.”

Again in 1843, when the Monument which we see from this Cradle of Liberty
was completed, and the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts was present to pronounce
the work “ well done,” and to declare that the Craftsmen had done their duty, this
Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode Tsland escorted you to the Hill.
And finally, in 1854, when the model of the original Monument, erected by King
Solomon’s Lodge of Charlestown, cut in enduring marble, was deposited within the

ranite obelisk, these two Grand Bodies there stood side by side. And on the 14th
gay of October, 1830, the Brethren of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, * whom
persecution could not prostrate, whom the withering glances of scorn could not ter-
rify, and by whose steady beating and steadfast eye the prowling wolf of malice
was driven back to his lair,” were guarded and protected by the trusty swords of
the faithful Knights of this Grand Eucampment, while the M. W. Grand Master
laid the Corner-Stone of that old Temple, with the sword in one hand and the trowel
in the otHer. Te

In those days of persecution and trial, the world-renawned * Declaration of the
Freemasons of Boston and Vicinity, piesented to the public December 31st, 1831,”
written by that able, accomplished and fearless Knight, who has since presided
over our Grand Encampment, Sir Charles W. Moore, was first introduced into
Boston Encampment, where the subject of a protest was under consideration, your
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ow n Grand Lodge being ¢ divided as to the propriety of going before the publie to
meet charges made by antimasons,” for thus the record of your Grand Lodge reads.
AndI can say with all truth, and there are those here, who will sustain me, that
through the unsparing labors and self-denying efforts of the Knights of this jurisdic-
tion, especially of Boston Encampment, among whom stood the aathor of that De-
claration, *the first among his equals,” the tide of persecution was turned, and
your Grand Lodge preserved in undiminished strength.
On all occasions of pubilec character, when your Grand Lodge has been called
upon to’ perform official duties, this Grand Encampment has been ready to assist -
- Yyou, in sunshine and in storm. And to day, M. W. Sir, at your invitation, we have
come up with strength and might to sustain you in your new labors, and to encour-
age you by our presence. In pleasing contrast with the scene thirtyfour years ago
this day, our trusty swords now rest peaceably in their scabbards.” The sonad of
the gavel is heard again in the once deserted Halls, in newl*ereeted edifices, and in
laying the Corner-Stone of a more enduring and beautiful Temple, while Brother,
Companion and Knight, are working together in peace and tranquility.
But let me assure you that no rust is consuming our mystic blades; that, if ‘neces
sary, they will again gleam in the light with untarnished lustre ; that they are ever
ready at your call, to assist, protect and defend the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.

The seventh regular toast was—

. «“ Ngsonic Fraternity—A synonym for Universal Good Will and True Benevo-
ence.

Replied to by R. W. Benj. Dean, J. G. Warden.

Bro. DEaN’s SPEECH.

When our Grand Master a few moments ago requested me to respond to the sen-
timent he has just read, my mind not only glanced at the universal good- will and
true benevolence. of our lnstitution, more universal and true than that of any other
organization among men, but it also found itself revelling in the universality of the
Institution itself. .

Like Jacob’s seed, it has spread itself abroad to the North, to the South, to the
East and to the West, and in it and its seed all the families of the earth are blessed.
And wherever it may be, whether at the icy pole, or beneath the tropical sun of In-
dia, its good will and benevolence preserves the same genial warmth, dispenses]the
same hallowed blessings. -

When some of his companions were sent by our lamented Brother, Dr. Kane, to
make preparations to find the Northern open Sea, they found themselves too much
exhausted to retarn to the ship. They pitched their tent, and could advance no
farther. All around, as far as the eye could reach, was an unbounded sea of ice
Above them was the cold canopy of stars. They could move no longer. They laid
themselves down, but not to die. Being absent too long, Bro. Kane started to find
them. In the distance he discovers the litte Masonic flag floating over the tgnt.
He approaches, opens the tent, and hears the first voice saying—" We knew you'd
come.” And as he spoke those words the little Masonic flag over the tent, was si-
leatly proclaiming why they * knew he 'd come.” : .

I too was in Richmond on the occasion heretofore alluded to, when the anghts
Templars of Boston and Providence—so many of whom are here to night—visited
the Richmond Commandery. What an outpouring of good will was there! I
never can forget the time when all the Knights of the three cities involuntarily
bursting for a season the bands of discipline, arm in arm, while the Band of Bro.
Green, which has discoursed such excellent mausic during this Banquet, and Bro.
- Gilmore’s Band, and the Richmond Band, with one accord, and altogetker, and fill-

ing the street from side to side, played together the same tune—marched down that
broad street in Richmond,  our steps keeping time to the music of the Union.’

May God grant the speedy return of the time when universal good will and true
benevolencé will exist throughout the length and breadth of our land ; When the
Knights Templars from Massachusetts and Rhode Island may again, in company
with the Richmond Sir Knights, keep step to the music of the Union, played by
their congregated bands as on that happy day. . L.

God grant that the time will soon come when Masonry may exert its true mission



28 LAYING THE CORNER-STONE OF

of healing wounds and assuaging passions ; when with its silver trowel it may so
spread the salve of universal good will and true henevolence over the wounds this
lamentable civil war has made, as to heal every wound, and obliterate every scar.
And may they be so effectually obliterated and blotted out by the return of univer-
sal good will and true benevolence, that with reference to its crimes even—it may
be said—** the accusing angel, as he flies towards heaven's chancery, blushes as he
gives them in, and the recording angel as he writes them down, drops a tear upon
the words, and blots them out forever.”

The next toast was—
¢ The Clergy.”

Responded to by Rev. William S. Studley, Junior Grand Chaplain. After some
playful introductory remarks, he spoke ot the American Clergy, and especially the
clergy of Massachusetts ani New England, as a body of men whose teachings were
always profitable to consider, and whose example was always safe to follow.

The next sentiment—

“ The District Deputy Grand Masters.—Their varied Masonic skill, their ardent
zeal, and untiring exertions, entitle them to our warmest thanks.”

Bro. Newell A. Thompson was called on to respond to this toast, but he hav-
ing retired, a call from the audience was made on R. W. Br. Wm, D. Coolidge,
who spoke as follows ;—

Bro. CooLIDGE’S SPEECH.

Worshipful Master—I rise with very great pleasure Sir, to respond to this senti-
ment, and to bear my ready and willing testimany to the great usefulness and fidel-
it'y of those distinguished Brethren whom you have so justly termed the right arm
of the Grand Master, Five of my Masonic years I past with them, which I con-
sider the happiest portion of my Masonic experience, and no one can more highly
appreciate the value of the services of this board than the Past Grand Masters of
this Grand Lodge. Under the administration of my excellent friend and Bgother
here on my right, Dr. Winslow Lewis, the duties of this board were more directly
defined, and no honor that he ever conferred upon me ever conduced so much to m
individual happiness as when I was permitted, through his appointment, to associ-
ate with them, and shate their labors, and when his mantle, like that of Elijah, fell
upon my shoulders, how earnestly did I pray that one spark of the intelligence of
that head, and one drop of the goodness and brotherly kindness of that heart, could
come with that mantle to aid and guide me in the discharge of those duties which
he had so ably and so satisfactorily performed.

Sir, I come from the fatigues of the preparation of this Banquet, that all who sit
here should have something comfortable for the inner man, and I shall esteem my-
self most happy if I can gather up one thought to add to that harmony which has
blessed us from yonder gallery, and to that string of pearls and gems which has
fallen from the lips of those Bretbren who have preceded me from that platform. I
might speak togou of the impressions on my own mind as I send it back as on this
day, when the Corner-Stone of our first Tempte was laid, and contrast it with the
scene of to-day; for never was more marked respect paid by the citizens of
this metropolis than we have experienced this day. We have passed through the
ohloqug and rrejudieel of former years and have lived them down. ¢ Truth crushed
to earth shall rise again,” and that justice and charity so long witheld from us, is to-
day the willing tribute of every heart. God is just, and always in his own good
time will vindicate himself. Through His grace we hnvefived it down,

I tura, Sir, as to the magnet, to him who has been so eloquently termed the first
among us. Our Brother (pointing to the picture of Washington) to-day, Sir, ard in
this eventful period ; I turn to him, and in the most endearing relation; and I am
reminded dof that beautiful sentiment of our Brother, the late Samuel L. Knapp,
who said *‘ Heaven left him childless, that all the nation might call him Farars.”
Happy for us all if we could feel and acknowledge that fraternal relationship, and
thus all become brothers again. Allusion has been made to the State that raises
men. Turn now upon this picture and look upoun that brow where * every god did
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seem to set his seal,” and in this hour of our anxiety and trouble, listen to his words
and lay them to heart: *“ One country, one Constitution, one destiny. Liberty and
Union, now and forever, one and inseparable.” Masonry is loyal. "We, as Masons,
would be loyal to God, loyal to our country, and loyal to ourselves and our princi-

es.

Bat, 8ir, I am reminded that I am here to speak for the Past Grand Maaters and
the Deputies. Here is one on my right, the genial influence of whose presence I
have felt ever since I sat here, and for whom, nqw that he is striken and unable to
address you, I may be permitted to utter a word. He who has s0 endeared himself
to us throgfh a long life, filled with the truespirit of our Order, who is the graduate
of every Masonic degree known among us, whose eloguence has so often charmed
us, and whose life is the embodiment of his teachings. Now that his tongue must
be silent, lel me speak what I know would be the language of his heart to day. In
the midst of all our anxieties and sorrows, in our fears for our nation and its best
Interests, and all its most cherished institutions, and its hopes, let every Brother call
to mind the first word be uttered in a Masonic Lodge, and when all earthly efforts
seem to fail, look up and be strengthened, and still trust in God—doing our utmost
to become worthiy of His guidance, believing with all our hearts, that 8s we become
worthy, we shall be guided by a wisdom which cannot err, and that we shall re-
ceive the continuance of that love which is unchangeable and everlasting.

Much as I venerate the symbols of our Order, beautiful and expressive as are the
Square, the Level, and the {’lnmb, to-day, and in this presence give me the Trowel,
and to you R. W. Br. Lewis, I present it in figure, and close with this sentiment—

The Trowel and its an—ExemEliﬁed in the life and character of-our beloved
Past Grand Master, Dr. Winslow Lewis.

Rev. Bro. J. W. Dadmun being called upon spoke as follows :—
- Bro. DapMUN's SPEECH.

I had hoped, for once, you would allow me to sit quietly and enjoy the * feast of
reason and the flow of soul.” But since you have called me out I must say, thisis
one of the happiest days of my life.

Allusion has been made, by the eloquent speakers who have preceded me, to the
days of tﬂersecntion, when those who laid the Corner-Stone of our first Temple had
to hold the sword in one hand and the trowel in the other. That was a fiery ordeal,
a time that tried men’s souls. As I have looked over the history of those times I
have been reminded of the two ladies, who, while reading the Scriptures, came
across this beautiful passage from one of the Prophets, * He shall sit as a refiner
and purifier of silver.”” They could not fully comprehend the import of the passage.
One of them suggested that they go to the silver-smith and inquire into the process
of refining. To this they agreed. They went, and he kindly explained the process.
Said he, ‘ When the silver is put into thé crucible I sit and watch it until it is re-
fined.” They left. Said one, *‘I think I understand it. ¢ He shall sit as a refiner,’
means our Heavenly Father will watch over his children when they are in the fur-
nace of affliction™ ~Just then the silver-smith called them back. Said he, ‘ there
is one thing I forgot to tell you. When [ can see my own image in the- metal, I
know the process of refining is complete.” * Now,” said they, ‘ we bave the idea.
God suffers us to remain in the furnace of affliction long enough to bring out his
own image upon the soul.” So the Great Master Builder suffered the Masonic Fra-
ternity to pass through those days of persecution, that the dross might be separa-
ted from the gold. And if you want an evidence of this, look at these old veterans
who never faultered, but came out of the furnace without so much as the smell of
fire on their garments. They are the tried Stones in our glorious Temple.

I am happy to belong to that class of Clergymen who are not ashamed to have it
koown that we are Masds. 1In this we are following in the footsteps of the fathers.
Good old Bishop Heading and Rev. Elijah B. Sabin, were honorary members of
Mount Lebanon Lodge. They remained true during the antimasonic excitement,
and we, their sons, mean to stand by the ancient land-marks of the Order. 1 hope
to live long enough to see our new Temple completed. Then look out for g glori-
ous day. T’l‘hree cheers were given for the Clergy.]

W. Bro. Muzzey, Master of Mount Olivet l.odge, Cambridge, being called up-
on, spoke as follows : —
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Bro. Muzzey's SPEECH.

Most Worshipful Grand Master—An unexpected duty is always somewhat em-
barrassing. I certainly had not the vanity to anticipate that any summons from
you, Sir, would be addressed to me on this occasion and in this presence. If excuse
were admissible, I might find it in the wearisome march, and in the later duties of
this table, which have received from me due personal attention. But a command
from your authority may not be disregarded for any trivial reason.

As I have listened to the eloquent train of remark from the Brethren who have
preceded me, mg mind has been naturally led to contemplate the elevated character
of our Order. Since our first Grand Master laid its foundations, what institution of
man has rivalled the permanence of its existence? Within the proud period of its
record, how much else has had its day and perished! Do you point me to personal
distinction ? Hardly more than contemporaneous renown is accorded by man to
the most eminent of his fellows—and true of the common fame of men is the bril-
liant sarcasm of De Quincey upon the ephemeral reputation of Fox :—* It sleeps
where the carols of the larks are sleeping, which gladened the spring-time of those
early years ; sleeps with the roses that gloriﬁenf the beauty of their summers.”
States, institutions, whole races of men, have lost their places upon the earth, and
become extinct. * Freemasonry, notwithstanding, has still survived. The atten-
tive ear receives the sound from the instructive tongue, and the mysteries of Ma-
sonry are safely lodged in the repository of faithful breasts.” .

And what has given to Masonry its enduring honor? By virtue of what attri-
butes has it belted the globe with its glorious Brotherhood ; overleaped the barriers
of nations, survived the fall of empire, arid remained unlost amid the confusion of
tongues ?

Its sacred principles give to it its immutability and perpetual reverence among
men. It is because its appeal is tothe highest and holiest promptings of our nature,
9n‘;i it makes men truer and better who come within the circle of its teachings and
influence. . . .

In recognition of this truth,—not, I hope, too grave a thought for a festive table
of Masons,—I offer you, Sir, this sentiment :— .

Musonry—The golden Cestus of Earth ; the Celestial Ladder to Heaven.

Some other toasts were given and responded to, of which we have no notes,
being obliged te leave the Hall before the close of the festival. The speeches
were eloquent, and the cheering enthusiastic. Several other Brethien had ex-
pected to speak, but found themselves too much exhausted by the chill and fa-

tigues of the day, and were reluctantly compelled toretire at an early hour. The

speaking, however, was sufficient to enliven the occasion and to mark it asa
‘“ white day” for Masonry in Massachusetis. ’

.
.

.STRAY LEAVES.

Review or Kniaars TempLars. One of the most interesting features of the day was the
Review of the Encampments by the M. E. G. M., Sir B. B FreNou, which took place while
the Ceremonies were proceeding ot Laying the Corner-Stone. Immediately after the Grand
Lodge had passed the extended line of Knights, they marched directly to the Parade Ground
upon Boston Common, where Grand Muster Sir Wm. S. Gardner, tendered a rewigw of his
commsnd to the Grand Master of Templars in the United States; all the minute particulars
of a military Review were gone through with, and much credit s due the several Encam
ments for the excellent drill they shew on the occasion. After the ranks had been o&en X
and arms had been presented, the M. E. Sir Benj. B. French,eaccompanied by the Grand
Master of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and the other Grand Officers, passed down the
lines in front and rear, the Bands striking up Hail to the Chief. The Encampments then
formed in Companies and marched in Review by the M. E. Grand Master, evincing in their
marching great military skill and discipline. The Review was very successful and we be-
lieve is a new feature in Templar Masonry. It was peculiarly inleresting at this time, as
it was the largest assembly of Templars ever convened in this country. Afier the Review,
and the Encampments had been again formed in line, the Commanders, Generalissimos and
Captains General, filed to the centre, and marched in Company to the dpooilion occupied by
the Grand Officers, and formed in half circle about them, The Grand Master, Sir William




. : ¢
THE NEW MASONIC TEMPLE, 31

S. Gardner, here addressed them brieﬂr, complimenting them on the great success of the
Review ; the fine a rance and excellent discipline of their several Commands, and pre-
sented them to the “ E. Sir Benj. B, French, the Grand Master of Templars in the United
States, who also addressed them, and shook each one by the hand. e several Encamp-
ments were then dismissed from further service. St. John’s Encampment, of Providence,
escorted the Grand Officers to Freemasons’ Hall, Summer_street. Among tbe excellent
Bands rPl'menl we should not fail to mention that of the 11th United States Infuntry, station-
ed at Fort Independence, and which wes tendered to the Grand Encampment by Capt. O. E.
Lattimer, who is a Brother Mason. The Band occupied the right, the post of honor through-
out the d’ny, and attracted universal attention.

Tre MaGNrTupe or.THE Procession. There were 73 Lodges in the Procession—45 of these
were counted by one of the Reporters, and gave an aggregate of 2778, or an average of 61
33-45. Taking this as a general average, the whole number of Masons in Lodges, was about
4480. To these are 1o be added the Grand Encampment and its subordinates, numbering, by
count, 751—the Grand and subordinate Chapters, by estimate 200—the Grand Lodge and
guests, 75—aged Brethren in carriages, 40—Marshals, 60. Total of Masons, 5606 If to
these we add the Bands, (about 30,) at 450, we have a grand total of 6056, as the entire Pro-
cession. And it is to be borne in mind that this was a representation of the Masonry of Mas-
sachusetts only. No invitations were sent to other States. Had the weather heen favorable
the attendance would not have been much less that. 10,000. As it was, it was the most nu-
merous Masonic display ever wi d in this Y.

Tag Prate. The silver Plate deposited under the Corner-Stone, was engraved by Bro.
DamigL Briscog, of this city, and was a fine specimen of workmanship. The arrangement
of the lines and the excellent taste dispftyed in the style of the leitering, were equalled only
by the beauty of the execution.

TaE Appeess. Our readers have the ApprEss before them and can form their own esti-
mate of its merits. We cannot, however, consent to it over without expressing our
warmest thanks to its accomplishied author for his schollarly and finished production. It is a
chaste and well written auais of the bistory and philosophy of Masoury. It was worthy
of the occasion, and is creditable to the Institution.

Tae Dinver. Several of the Lodges and other Bodies, both in and out of the city, antici-
pating the difficulty of finding accommodation to the Dinner at Faneuil Hall, took the precau-
tioh to provide for themselves at the public hotels and other places. We understand that six
or eight hundred dined at the United States Hotel, and about an equal number at the Ameri-
can House. 'The Parker House and Young’s Coffee House were also full. The three
Lodges at East Boston dined together at the Sturdevant House, in that section of the city, and
“ had a fine time,” as they well deserved to have. Columbian Lodge. of this city, dined at
Mercantile Hall. Bro. Tarbell was the caterer, and gave them a *¢ Bill of Fare” which for
variety and excellence it would be difficult to excel.

Bro. WoopsueY’s SpekcH. Of the excellent Speech of Bro. C. Levi Woodbury, at Fan-
euil Hall, one of the ci({papers (Journal) speaks in the following just and complimentary
terms :—* Considering the political sentiments of Mr. Woodburv, the choice of respondent was
a singular one, and the situation must bave been to him somewhat embarrassing. But we
are constrained to say that he acquitted himeelf handsomely, and with a liberality of sentiment
which is much to his credit. His Speech was appropriate and eminently patriotic ; and his
persenal allusions were in good 1aste and found a general response. It 1s certainly not the
least of the benefits of. Freemasonry if it inculcates political toleration and liberality, as well
as patriotism, as exemplified in the Speech ot Mr. Woodbury.” :

CaLvARY ExcaMpMENT. [t was a general remark, that no single body in the Procession
made a finer display than this excellent Encampment of Knighis Templars Their uniform
was brilliant, and their marching and evolutions those of veteran soldicrs. They contributed
largely to the brilliancy of the pageant. The ab ot their excellent Commander, Sir
Kant. '¥h0§. A. Doyle, Mayor of Providenoe, from illness, was generally regretted, but he has

eat reason to be proud of the manner in which his Command acquitted itself in his absence.
ghe Band accompanying it was one of the best in the Procession, and elicited generalc om-
mendation.

Rank or THE Looees. We have given the order of the Lodges as they appeared in the
Procession. This is hot according to their rank, but was probably adopted for the better ar-
rangement of the Bauds, which might otherwise have been brought too near together, and
would have deprived the Lodges by which they were employed of their immediate bznefit.
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¢ Tae INTRODUCTION.” In accordance
with our usual custom, we had prepared an
Introductory Chapter for the 24th Vol. of this
Magazine, but, like every thing else, it has
been made to give way for the full and lengthy
account of the * Great Celebration” which
occupies our entire number. We, in common
with all our immediate friends here in the
city, were desirous that the whole details
should appear in a consecutive and connected
form, and in order to do this it became posi-
itively necessary to exclude all other matter
from our pages. This we have done, and
trust that our readers at a distance may not
feel that they are very greatly the loosers by
the operation. What we had proposed to
say in the way of an [ntroduction to the new
volume will be given in our next, though it
may be somewhat out of place. -

0G™We have given up so much space to
the details of the great celebration of Laying
the Corner-Stone of the new Temple, that
we have no room left for anything else, and
have consequently been compelled to defer
till our next several articles intended for the
present month. We are not certain, howev-
er, that our readers are not the gainers there-
by. :

Tuar Burving. W. Bro. Wu. D. StraT-
To~N, Grand Marshal, proposes to issue a
handsome lithographic view of the Building,
in colors, at $3 a copy, 24 by 26 inches. It
will make a handsome Lodge or Parlor Pic-
ture, Brethren or Lodges wishing: a copy,
can address him, or send their orders to the
Grand Secretary.

5 We have Godey’s Lady's Book for
Nov, but have room only to say, what we
have frequently said before, that the work is
one of the best ot its kind published in this
country or elsewhere, and eminently worthy
of the patronage and support ot the ladies,
for whose amusement and instruction it is
especially designed. No family of intelligent
young ludies should be without it.

(0G~We have received the 3d No. of the
Mystic Star, published at Fort Wayne, Indi-
ana., It is filled with interesting matter.

D5 We regret to learn of the death of the
Hon. Jonx D. WiLLagb, of Troy, N. Y. He
was, we think, a native of Massachusetts,
and a Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge
of his adopted State. He was a sterling Ma-
son, and most excellent man. Ris name
must be familiar to all of our older Brethren
who have in years paft been accustomed to
read this Megazine, and those of them who
knew him personally will mourn for him as
for the loss of a true and sincere friend. We
trust to be able at a future day to give in our
pages, from the pen of some one of his sur-
viving contemporaries, a suitable notice of his
life and services,

Tue FreeMasons’ MoxTHLY MAGAZINE®
This¥bly conducted, and highly conservative
exponent of the genuine principles of Free-
masoniy, has, we perceive, closed its 234 vol,,
and with the 1st of the coming month will
present to its long list of subscribers, the in-
itial No. of the Twentyfourth. Only think
of it; twentyfour years of service in harness
as a Masonic Editor, is something to be proud
of, and our friend and Ill. Bro., Charles W.
Moore, Esq., G. Secretary of the G Lodge of
Massachusetts, can boast of that length of
faithful and untiring Editorial labor for the
benefit of the Craft.t To speak of the many
excellencies of the Freemasons’ Monthly,
would be a work of supererogation ; but we
would not be doing our duty to the Masonic
Fraternity, did we not advise them to avail
themselves of the excellent opportunity which
now offers, of sending on their subscriptions
for the new volume. The prioe is only $2.50
per annum.

*From the New York Courier.

1Our editorial life began in 1825, when we '
commenced the publication of the Masonic
Mirror, in which we fought the battle of an-
timasonry for nine years, and thence continu-
ed our Masonic and other editorial labors in
another connection until 1841, when we com-
menced the Magazine, ns an ezclusively Ma-
sonic publication, it being the first and ondy
periodical of the kind ever published. The
entire twentythree vols. do not contain, if our
memory serves us correctly, five pages that
have not a Masonic relation. We thank our
New York Brother for his kind words.




THE POCKET TRESTLE-BOAR ",
DIGEST OF MASONIC LAW.

At the request of Brethren interested in preserving the purity of the Wogk,
and maintaining wniformity of PracTice in the Lodges, the undersigned has pre-
pared a Pocket EpiTioN of the TresTiE-BoaRrb, particularly adupted 1o aid in
the acquirement of a correct knowledye of the RiTuaL, and submits it as a TexT-
BOOK, 1n all respects in strict confornnty with the LEcTurks of ancient Craft
Mason y, as tanght in the oldest and best Lodges in this country since the year
1805 ; and as being, also, wholly free from the corruptions of modern charlatan-
ism and itinerant lecturers. )

Appended to, and making a part of the Manual, is a carefully prepared and
comprehensive DicesT of the Lars of the Lodge, which, it is believed, will be
fouad to be of great practical value, nut ouly to the officers, but to the individual
members of the Lodge, who may avail themselves of its teachings. And if
placed in the hands of every candidate, at his initiation, it is not to be doubted
that his ability for usefulness would be thereby materially increased.

The work 18 neatly bound in the pocket-book (tuck) forin. The price is
seventyfive cenls a single copy, or eight dollars ($8.00) a dozen.

1t 18 believed that at the above prices, and 1n view of the amount of matter.
given, and the practical usefulness of the work, it is the cheapest, as it is one of
the most reliable, Masonic Manuals ever offered to the Fraternity.

Orders tur the work can be sent directly to the undersigned, or Clark & May
nard, New Vourk—IJ. B. Lippincott & Co. and Moss & Brother, Philadelphia—
or through any of -the large boouk-houses in the principal cities,—it can also be
sent by mail nt a postage of 3 cents a copy.

CHARLES W. MOORE, Grand Secretary,
Fieemasons’ Hull. Boston.

RECOMMENDATIONS,
. Boston, Feb 21, 1861.

A Dicest or MasonNic Law, by Brother CasLEs W. MooRE, necds uo other recom-
mendation than his own name.

If, however, the official positions held hy the undersigned are considered as autaching any
additional value 10 thair opisious, or additional importance to their indersement of the work,
they most cordially give it the benefit of both, and recomimend 1t 1o all the Kraternity, es

ially 10 the Masoas of this jurisdiclion, as emphatically a correct, useful, and valuable

cial
Manual, .
WinsLow Lewis, P G. M.
Joun T. Hearo, P. G M.
Wui. D. Coorivag, Grand Mastey.

I take great pleasure in recommending the ahove little work to all the Lodges and Brethren
m this jurisdicuon, as admirably calculated to promote an accurate knowledge of the Rituar.
As areliah-e text-hook of Masonic L.iaw, 1t should be 1n the hands of every initiale, and
may be profitably studied by every Brother desirous of perfecting himselt in Masonic culture.

M. D. Cooringe, G Mus'er

Boston, March 9, 1861. of G. L. of Mussachuselts,

Boston, March 26k, 1861.

Mv Dean Sir—1{ was this morning favored with the gift of a neatly bound copy of your
% Trestle-Board and Digest,” lor which please accept my acknowledgements.

It is even a better ...5
Jorsement” which 18 printed under the head of “ recomimendations » ‘I'he ‘D igest” will be
very uselul to Masters of Lodges, and, 1n fact, 1o all who desire to know the exact Masonie
law or questions of frequent occurrence 1n the government of Lodges.

- Very traternally yours,

To Cuarres W. Moozs, Esq. Joun T. Hearo.

CAPVALANIA,
THE BEST HAIR DYE IN THE WORLD,
Requiring no previous preparation of the hair, and simple in its appli-
cation, and certain in its results ; giving any shade of color desired, from
a light brown to a jet black. :
For sale by all the Druggists.

more uselul Work than [ supposed it to be when | gave it the “in--



NEW MASONIC MUSIC BOOK,

The Masenic CHoir, by Sir Knight J. W. Dadmun.  Arranged for male
voices, by Bro. O. B. Brown.

This is purely a Masonic Music Book, containing the old standard tunes,
and the best Masonic Odes ; and it is the only book with music fully har
monised for male voices. It also contains a nnmber of Chants, Marches,
&c., adapted to all the departmems of Masonic work. It is printed in
large and beautiful type, bound in cloth, and for the very low price of
88 00 per dozen. A single copy will be sent, free of postage, at the re-

tail price, 75 cents.
Published, and for sale, by G. D. RUSSELL & COMPANY, 126

Tremont street, (opposite Park street, Boston.) They can also be ob- * .
tained of the Superintendent of Freemasons’ Hall, L. L. TarBeLL, Office
No. 10 Summer street, Boston. Oc. 1.

LOCKWOOD & LUMB,
PLUMBERS,

(ESTABLISHED IN 1848,)
48 Sehool street, dn'cclly opposite new City Hall,

3. Locwoop. BOSTON.

Wn. Lums.

-

MASONIC FURNISHING STORE.

Sashes, Ccllars, Aprons, Jewels, Swords,
Charts.

"ASLO
Masome Books, Diplomas, Working Tools,

Aad all the variety of Clothing for Encampments, Councils, Chapters,
and Lodges, censtantly on band, or made to order. :
" Any article in our line supplied at short notice, at wholesale or retail, by

A, W. POLLARD & CO.
No. 6 Court street, Boston, Mass.

Also, MiLitary TrivMiNGs and Equirments for Officers of the ArMy
or Navy.

S. A. STETSON & Co.

GAS FITTERS.

Dealers in Gas and Coal Oil Fiztures, Lamps, &e.
Ornamental Bronzes, in great variety.

articular attention given to furnishing Masonic HaLus with Fix- |
ures and Emblematic Shades. Also, MasoNic CANDLESTICKS.

Boston, Jan. 1, 1864. - No. 352, Washington St.
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HUGH H. TUTTLE, PRINTER.
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)6(  Grany #ovge of mkusqtguum. ‘ )0(

Notice is herehy given, that the Annunl Communication of the M. W. Grand Ludge of
Mussuchusetts, will be beld at Freevasons’ Haun, No. 10 Summer street, Boston, on
WEDNESDAY, the W4th dny of Derember, imt., at two-o'clock; P. M., for the Election
of Oificers nud the transaction of such business as shall regularly come before it

The Grand Lodge will also be in session at 9 o'clock, on the morning of TTHURSDAY
the L3th, for the Exemplificution of the Wurk and Lectures. . :

A meeting will also he beld on TUESDAY, December 27, at 6 o’clock, P. M. for the . In-
stallation of the Officers. ~

The Otfivers and Members of the Grand Lodge, Masters, Wardens and Proxies. of Lod
and all others concerned, will tuke due notice thereof and govern themaelves uccordingly.

Boston, Dre. |, 1564, CHARLES W, MOORE, Grand Secrciary.

Grand €hapter of PRassachusctts.

Notice is hereby given, that a Quarterly Communication of the M. E. G. R. A.
Cuarter of Massachusetts, will be held at Freemasons’ Hall, No. 10 Summer street,
Boston, on ‘T'vesuay, the 13th day Dee. inst, at 7 o’cluck, P. M. for the transac-
tion of such business as shall reguturly come beforo it.

~ Ufficers and Members of the Grind Chapter, Representatives and Proxies of Chlg-
tars, and all others interested, will take due notice and govern themselves accord-
ingly. Perorder G. L, P,

Bostun, Dec. 1,1864. - THOMAS WATERMAN, G. Sec'y.
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OUR TWENTY-FOURTH VOLUME.

Last month we entered on the Twenty-fourth year of our Magazine ex-
istence, but were prevented by a press of other matter from noticing the
event at the proper time. Tho fact is one fraught with much cause for
joy and thankfulness, but it has many very serious and solemn associa-
tions. As its Editor and Proprietor, we of course feel thankful for suc-
cess even in the lower and more business point of view, but the joy we
refer to is of a far higher and less selfish character. If during these
twenty-three years now ended, we have even partially succeeded in caus.
ing this Magazine to attain the objects we have had earnestly at heart, it -
has, amongst at least * one gencration’ of men, brought comfort and con-
solation to many thousands of suffering, mourning hearts,—it has helped
to guide many a young Brother safely amid the shoals and danger by
which his, as yet inexperienced Masonic life, has been surrounded—it has
faithfully pointed out and claimed reverence for the Ancient Landmarks—
it has, in fine, whatever mistakes poor human fallibility may have entail-
ed, fought an honest, open fight in defence of the gocd and true and Ma-
sonic, and agaipst everything hostile to the noble and pure principles of
our Order, its motto of action being

1f 1 were a voice, a persnasive voice,

That could travel the wide world through,
I would fly on the beams of the morning light
And speak to men with a gentie might

And tell them to be true !
I would fly, I would fly, over land and sea,
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Wherever a human heart might be,
Telling a tale, or singing a song,
In praise of the Right, in blame of the Wrong !

Above all, it has never knowingly neglected any rightful occasion of
advocating the cherishing and exercising of that spirit of true Charity—
Brotherly Love—which is the best and brightest of all Masonic Jewels.
Not the mere charity of affording ready and generous aid to the distressed,
though that duty must also ever claim a high place in the Masonic heart—
but the charity of temper and spirit, which has so beautifully been pictur-
ed forth by the Great Apostle of the Gentiles—* Though I speak with
the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as
sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal.”

_ The unhappy circumstances in which our country has continued and
still continues to be involved, have tended to add a heavy weight of anx-
ious care to the editing of such a Magazine as this, because occasions
must frequently occur, when Patriotism would seem at least to clash with
that Charity which Masonry so strongly and constantly inculcates. Prob-
ably many of our Southern Brethren, if they have read the articles pub-
lished by us since the outbreak of this Rebellion, have felt indignation
against us, as though we had taken up a position of political hostility to-
wards them. We can only say, we have in all such cases carefully con-
sidered our duty to our Order on the one hand, and our duty to our Coun-
try on the other ; and when we had satisfied ourselves of the exact limits
of each, we have not allowed any fears of .misinterpretation, or of es-
trangement of feeling on the part of such of our Southern Brethren as
may have been induced to take the rebels’ side, to deter us from speaking
out boldly and clearly in defence of the Union and the good old flag of
America. Masonry, so far from tolerating or countenancing disobedience
to the powers that be, most emphatically enforces the duties of loyalty and
obedience to established authority. We have felt that our Masonic rela-
lations, so fur from inducing a necessity for any reserve or compromise,
bave made it all the more incumbent upon us to give free utteradce 10
our horror of rebellion, and to urge the duty and necessity of enforcing
obedience to the laws and the Constitution. This we have done in a nu-
merous series of articles, and in so doing we-eel that we have simply
been discharging a part of the great debt of gratitude we owe to our
Country. But while we have thus urged the necessity of pressing on to
victory, it will be seen that we have been no less mindful to advocate the
practice of Charity and Mercy, when the victory should be won—the re-
membrance that our fallen or captive foe was then no longer a foe, but a
Brother. Nor does any doubt disturh us, that in pursuing this course,
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we have laid ourselves open to the charge of forgetfulness of Masonic
Love. )

If certain of our Brethren in the South were induced voluntarily to be-
come participators in an unholy Rebellion against the lawful government
of their country, and if any of our words have wounded their feelings, or
tended to damp the ardor of their Brotherly affection, the fault is theirs,
not ours. In this connection, however, it is but simple justice to repeat the
expression of our belief, that the number of our Brethren in the South,
who have voluntarily joined the rebel ranks, has been quite small, but the
majority, like many others, were left no choice between conscription
and death, coupled with the severest trials to those dependent on them for
protection and support. It is indeed cheering and consolatory to turn the
glance away from the sad retrospect of the last three years, called up by
these reflections, and to direct it, upward and onward, to the rays of morn-
ing light that seem even now to be ascending the horizon, harbingers of a
bright and happy day of reconciliation, reunion, and peace. 'The ap-
proach of that happier time would seem to promise and portend also, the
realization of those hopes, to which we have frequently given expression,
in regard to the place of patriotic duty and most honorable usefulness,
which ought then to be, and we confidently believe will be, assumed by
our Order. :

A glance over the numbers of this Magazine, during the past, as well
as the previous year, will suffice to show, that we have dwelt often and
forcibly on the lofty duty and destiny which are presentéd or promised to
Masonry by the very exigencies and evils of this most lamentable civil
war ; not so much, now, while that war is so furiously raging, except so
far as the mitigation of its horrors by all meuns consistent with other du-
ties ; such as succouring and relieving wounded and suffering Brethren ;
as when victory shall have put an end to the war, a goal to which now,
thanks to our brave Generals and Admirals, to Sherman, and Sheridan,
and Grant, and Farragut, would seem to be rapidly approaching—then
another agency, than that of the sword, must be brought to bear, if our
country’s bléeding and festering wounds are ever to be healed, or if they
are to be prevented from breaking out with renewed violence and more
deadly results than before. It was well observed a few days since by one
of our most eloquent orators, in referring to the political position of the
country, when the war should have been brought to a conclusion, ** who is
there wild enough to imagine that mere military triumph can accomplish
that great work of union and peace, that is the prayer of every patriotic
heart ?  We may go on conquering and to conquer, month afier month,
year after year ; we may overcome armies; we may take possession of
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cities ; we may make a solitude and call it peace :—but the restoration of ° .
the old union of our Fathers, with all the States in their Constitutional re-
lations to the Gavernment, and with all the stars on the folds of our coun-
try’s flag—this will require something more than any mere furce of arms
can effect.”

Now these remarks, made by the speaker with an entirely political bear-
ing, seem 10 us to be even more applicable socially, and therefore Mason-
ically. In assuming that our Order was so eminently available as an in-
strumentality of reconciliation and “ healing of the Nation,” we have
been thought by some to magnify its powers and capabilities too highly.
Surely, however, a very little reflection will dissipate and disprove any
such idea. Let us look briefly at the facts. Brotherly Love, goodwill,
and therefore reconciliation, where estrangement may unhappily have oc-
curred, lie at the very foundation of all Masonry. To cultivate those
Heaven born virtues, every Mason is bound by the most solemn and strin-
gent obligations. The Masonic Body, at the present moment, throughout
America, North and South, includes nearly, or quite, a million of mem-
bers, all bound 1o each other by certain strong ties of Brotherhood, even
though led by a sense of patriotic duty on the one hand, or of indignation
against fancied oppressions and wrongs on the other, to stand in battle ar-
ray, and to deal death to one another on the field of war. Is not this, we
ask, a PriestHOOD oF PeAcE on the grandest scale, and of the miost ef-
fective organization? No political or religious Body (we have no inten-
tion to be disrespectful to either) existant among us, can for one moment
compare with it in point either of availability or power, or extent of influ-
ence. It is thouglit by certain portions of our community, that the sub-
stitution of one political party in the administration of our government for
another, would have rendered the bringing about of peace and reconcilia-
tion a work of comparative-ease. Eschewing all political discussions, but
viewing this solemn and weighty matter through the lens of common sense
and knowledge of human nature, we much doubt the solidity of such
hopes. In everything connected with party politics, there is ever so mueh
of the discordant, the jarring, and the irritating, constantly liable to spring
up and kindle human passions afresh into the flame of strife, that any
purely political instrumentality would seem to be but a poor reliance for
reconciliation.

The same remark,—we say it with respect and with regret—is at least
applicable to the various sections of the Church. If these, merging all
minor diflferences, would unite heartily and unreservedly in the one grand
Christian cause of * Peace on carth, Good will to men,” perhaps no other
peace-producing agency might, with God's blessing, be required. But it
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“is but teo well known how utterly improbable, judging from the past, any
such union is. Each section seems, in general, more anxious for the
maintenance and spread of its own peculiar and distinctive doctrines, than

- for the diffusion of the broad Catholic principles of Christianity, as enun-
ciated by its Blessed Founder. Whatever cause, however holy and good,
may be taken up. and advocated by any one denomination, is at once ta-
booed and regarded with euspicion by the othere, who are ever ready tosee
in the movement some covert and insidious attempt at the self-aggrand-
izement of the Body from which it emunates. Sincere respect for the

- Church, sincere and devoted members of which we helieve may be found
alike within the folds of all the Christian sects, prevents us from dwelling
longer, ar more minutely, on this topic ; but the truth of what we have
said is too patent to admit of refutation ; und that truth proves that the
Churches, as at present constituted, are not available as a medinm of re-
conciliation and 1estoration of kindly feelings between the North and
South. We have already adduced strong @ priori arguments to prove
that Masonry is eminently available for this glorious object, but it has been
objected by some, that afier all, our views are little better than theoretical
fancies, rose-tinted by our enthusiastic love of our Order. We answer,
that in 8o solemm a matter as this, we should deem ourselves unworthy of
the title of Patriot or of Mason, did we not strive to the utmost to get rid
of all predilections and prejudices calculated to cloud or bias our judgment,
and to form that judgment purely on the basis of Facr and TRuTH. And
we are thankful 1o say, that so far from indulging in mere theory, we have
before us, even as we write, a vast array of facts of ‘the most heart-stir-
ting and inspiriting character, tending, in the strongest manner, to con-
firm our views. 1f now, in the heat of this terrible strife, when Brother
is eut down by Brother, and children of the common Pareat-land ure
slanghtering each other by thousands—if in the very midst of these har-
rowing scenes of battle and of blood, iu which

* Distempered passions lgnt their foree

In bitterness that banished all remorse,

In either cause one rage alone possessed

The empire of the alternate victor’s breast;

And they that smote for freedom or for sway,

Deemed few were slain, while more remained to slay.” _

If, we say, in such scenes as these Masonry has still proved her potent

sway, and shed her calm and holy influence even over the infuriate pas-
sions of the Battle-field, surely we are justified in believing that she will
not be found wanting in the more congenial sphere that a cessatjon of act-

- ual strife will undoubtedly offer for the exercise of her benignant efforts.

We have before us evidence of quite a large number of instances of the

.
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interchange of kindly, Brotherly offices between the Mason-soldiers of
the North and of the South—as promptly and readily afforded on the one
side, as on the other ;—succor and relief 10 the wounded, and a kindly
care that has brought them back to health and life—or comfort and con-
solation in their last bours to those whose doom was sealed beyond recov-
ery—conveyance, in spite of every obstacle, of the last words of those
dying soldiers to the loved ones at home, who were fated never again to
hear those tones of affction, or return the gentle glance of trust and love 2
We state simply what we know, when we say, that the heart of many a
mother, wife, and sister in New England,has received its last consolation— -
its last message of affection, true in death, and mounting up undying and
immortal beyond mortality, with all its suffering and sin, 10 & brighter,
purer sphere—from the Brotherly fidelity of Southern soldier-Masons; -
and we also know that the duty and the kindness have been fully and faith-
fully reciprocated by the Masons of our own armies. Out of a very large
number of instances in proof of this, for which we heartily wish we had
space, we give this one, whose simple statement renders it all the more
touching, as well as the more confirmatory of our views :—** I had the
good fortune when at the batile of Kole Harbor to fall in with a poor
wounded rebel Brother, who had lain near one of their rifie pits for over
two days and nights, suffering from a severe wound, from the effects of a
piece of shell thrown from one of our batteries. He was on the point of
death from the effects of his suffering, not only from the dreadful wound,
but from the want of even a drop of water. I called one of our stretch-
er-bearers, a worthy Brother also, who happened to come up at the time,
and had him carried to our division hospital, and while the surgeon was
undressing him we found a Masonic emblem, and though unable to speak
by words, he did by signs. The surgeon being of high standiug found
that this poor Masonic Brother was a member of some Masonic Lodge in
Ricbmond, and a Royal Arch Mason. ©Oh! did it not do my heart and
soul good, though fighting under the most disagreeable circumstances,
that it laid in my power to alleviaie my poor Brother’s wants, and render
him, which I did, all the assistance that I could command. ‘The poor fel-
low died in the course of a week, and 1 saw him properly interred, but
not as I could wish, but 1 did all that possibly could be done under the cir-
cumstances.” .

Did our limits permit, we could easily cite instances of a like exercise
of Masonic Brotherly Love and interchange of kindly offices on the part
of Ahe soldier-Masons in both armies, not by units but by hundreds! We
repeat then, if such a spirit as this prevails, and proves triumphant in the
midst of carnage, strife and death, to the honor of Masonry, does it not
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afford the strongest ground for believing that even the most sanguine of
our hopes, and most lofty of our aspirations, respecting the high field of
duty awaiting the occupation of our Order, as the honored medium of
soothing and healing the galled and chafed spirits of the vanquished ; of
reconciling those now so hostile and embittered in their feelings against
each other; of bringing back into the gentle bonds of Brotherhood and
love the hearts that now are throbbing with the deadliest and intensest of
all enmities, a kinsman’s hate, are just and well founded. At all events,
we believe, that in steadily maintaining these views, and holding up to the
. consideration of our Brethren this noblest of duties, we have been alike
true to our Order, to our Country, and to the cause of Christian Humani-
ty. While firmly loyal to our Country and its Constitution, and no less
firmly and outspokenly opposed to the unholy rebellion, that has spread
such a dark and direful pall of desolation over the lately bright and bloom-
ing fields of America, we have never forgotten that our Southern Breth-
ren, are Brethren still! WHILE opposing to the utmost the Cause of the
Rebellion and its leaders, we have been careful to avoid any word of un-
necessary harshness or bitterness towards those who have been rather the
victims of deceit and misrepresentation, if not of compulsory force, than
voluntary enemies of their country. Had we no other claim to offer in
behalf of this Magazine, we should be content to rest its title to continued
support on this advocacy of a cause and duty which we believe to be inti-
mately inwrought with the future safety and happiness of America. Poli-
ticians have basely played their dark and dubious games, regardless of all
but their own selfish aspirations after place, and pelf, and power. Our
soldiers have nobly and fearlessly performed their duty, offering up life
and limb—the love of kindred and the joys of home, upon the altar of
their Country’s safety—a safety to be secured by victory alone—and now
is rapidly approaching the hour for Mercy’s sway. The greatest danger
to America, we verily believe, next to that ever to be feared from selfish
and scheming politicians, is likely to arise from an indulgence in vindict-
iveness and a forgetfulness of mercy in the hour of triumph. God grant
it may not be so! God grant that our People may not by such an unholy
spirit bring down upon themselves a more direful and destructive curse
than any the Rebellion, with all its horrors, has yet entailed ! At any
rate, it behoves us, as Masons, bound by the most solemn ties, to cultivate
and to exercise the spirit of Charity and Brotherly Love, of which our
Order is, above all others, the Representative and Minister. Without pal-
iating or excusing in one iota, the guilt into which our Southern Brethren
have been led, let us still be ready to remember that they are Brethren
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still, and let us strive rather to win them back to love than to doom them
to the despair of abiding hate. Let us remember that

¢ We have sinned, how often!
While Charity stood by
This stony heart to soften,
And to melt tkis frozen eye !
Yes, we have erred like others,
By coldness and constraint—
Forgetting we were Brothers,
The sinner and the saint—
All children of One FaTnzr,
All guilty and all weak,
And bound by these the rather
Every wanderer to seek !

PROSELYTING.

It is a matter well understood by every member of the Craft—and he is defi-

cient in knowledge of one of the most essential points of Freemasonry, if it has
not been taught him—that it is contrary to the spirit and laws of the Order to
solicit friends or acqnuinlances to become united with us in the bonds of Broth-
thoo‘lo

He that is desirous of bemg admitted into our I‘raternity must do so of hisown
Sree will and accord, unbiased by any selfish consideration, but with the sole de-
sire of being useful to his fellow-man, and to attain knowledge. These motives
should alone actuate and govern the applicant ; aud he that is influenced alone
by these sentimeuts will find himself amply rewarded, if he succeeds in being
admitted to raembership with us.

A Brother who could so far forget himself as to solicit, influence, or urge any
one to become a member of our Order, is recreant to the trust reposed in him.
Fnendshlp, high position, or wealth, can form no excuse for solicitation to our
mysteries.

The applicant, ere he can be admitted as a member, must avow that he has
not been prompted to request admission in consequence of the solicitation of
friends. Each and every Brother has himself so affirmed prior to his initiation.
* Would it not, then, be doing a great wrong to use the art of persuasion to in-
duce a friend to make application to become one of us? Surely it would be
wrong. Every applicant should knock at our portals with pure hand and sincere
heart. Influences of the noblest character should prompt to attain this privilege.
Should it not be thought prudent by the Brethren to grant this favor to the appli-
cant, he can have no just cause to complain, be he rich or poor, high or low, as
the Brethren are the best judges of whom they will admit to membership amongst
them. It can be no detriment to the Order that an individual enjoying high posi-
tion and great popularity among his fellow-citizens is refused admission among
us ; for, although all may have a right to seek this favor, it remains with the
Brethren to say whether they will grant it. In seeking admission, however, all
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should come unbiased .and free, not for the purpase of gralifyiug an idle curios-
ity, but for the purpose of benevolence and charity, with a desite for useful know-
ledge, and to extend the sphere of his usefulness among his fellow-sojourners
while travelling through this world of care.—Mercury.

MANUAL OF THE A. AND A. RITE.

A Book has just been published entitled ‘¢ Manual of the Ancient Accepted
Scottish Rite, Arranged to Correspond with the Ritual of the Supreme Council
of the 33° for the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the United States: together
with the Revised Constitutions of the Order,” by Will. M. Cunningham, A. M.,
8., P.*. R... 8.'. ~Philadelphia, Moss & Co., 1864, pp. 272. It is dedicated
“To the Supreme Council of S.-. G.* L.". G.*. of the 33°, for the Northern Ma-
sonic Jurisdiction of the United States, whose Grand East is Boston,” aad is ap-
proved by the Sov. G. Commaader, Ill. Bro. K. H. Van Rensselaer, 33°, who ex-
amined the Mss. before publication.

While the Brethren have been flooded with Manuals of the various Degrees
of the York Rite, some of them edited by skillful, accomplished and learned
Masons, and others collated without care or discretion, the Degrees of the Scot-
tish Rite have been substantially locked up in Manuscripts. There have been
comparatively few students in this branch of Masonry. The immense labor
attending the study of the degrees of this Rite, and the apparent apathy hereto-
fore existing among Masons in relation to it, have united in discouraging any at-
tempt to prepare and publish a Manual of these beauti{ul and interesting degrees.

In 1797 Thomas Smith Webb published  Part IL.” of his ¢ Freemasons’ Mon-
itor,” which contained * an account of the Ineffable Degrees of Masoniy,” and
in the Preface he says, ¢ the genérnl design of this part of the work is, to preserve
the History and Charges of the several Ineffable Degrees from falling into obli-
vion; with which they have been long threatened, as well from the small num-
ber of Conventions of Masous who possess them, as from the little attention that
has been paid to their meetings of late years.” This “account” is of the De-
grees from Secret Master to that of Grand Elect Perfect and Sublime Mason
only, and makes no pretence to being a Munual of these degrees. It was re-
published in all the succeeding editions of this work as long as Webb lived, but
without change. No account of other degrees of the Scottish Rite was ever add-
ed. Itis said Webb never received any degrees of this Rite.

In 1851 Cross published his “Supplement to the Templar’s Chart, containing
the following thirty Ineffable Degrees, with their Emblems and Illustrations,” in
which he exhibits the wimost ignorance of the Rite. He had no faith in these
degrees, and never received them legitimately, if at all. His Chart is not of
the least value. His Thirty-third degree is numbered but the twenty-ninth in his
series and yet he styles it the thirty-third. -

Tn 1853 Robert Macoy in his *True Masonic Guide,” publishes what he calls
‘‘a digest of the principal featuies of the Scottish, Ancient and Accepted Rite.”
It is useless as a working manual, and makes no pretence to being such.

6
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In 1858 Enoch T. Carson, of Cincinnati, published his “ Manual of the Ancient
Accepted Rite,” in which he exhibits great learning and research. It was the
first Manual of this Rite published in America, which could be of any assist-
ance in conferring the degrees. But this does not pretend to be a Manual ol' any
degree after the Rose Croix, the 18th Grade.

And now we have the Manual of Br. Cunningham. He does not prelend to
-anything new, * conceiving it to be his duty not to attempt to reconcile differen-
ces, or present his own theories, but-to faithfully follow the text.” To those ac-
customed to the Ritual of the Supreme Council N. J. his book seems like a fa-
miliar face. The langusge has been retained in almost every instance. One
important feature in this work is the music for' singing and chanting which is
scattered through the book. This will enhanoe its value, and to the working of-
ficers be of great assistance.

As compared with Carson the language in many respects is inferior in strength
and beanty.. This is quite noticeable in the degree of Perfection. While Car-
son took the responsibility to reform sentences when the necessity was apparent,
still retaining the identical ldea, the compiler of this work has faithfully present-
ed the rial as he found it in the Mss., with few exceptions. In Perfection he
has added to the symbolisms of the calors of the girdle, making blue the sym-
bol of divine truth; red, of divine love; green, of the creation of youth: pur-
ple, of divine goodness ; white, of divine wisdom, and flame color, the emblem
of regeneration. In this respect he has benefitted the ritnal very much.

Previous to the publication of his Manual, Carson had bestowed great labor
upon the Rose Croix. “He had the advantage of the largest Masonic library in
America, of a great number of Mss. in the French, German, Spanish and Eng-
lish languages, some of them of remote antiquity.” He had somewhat changed
the Ritual of this degree to conform to his idea of it, as the result of his stady
and research. In his Manual he makes some amendments which increase its
beauty and effect. In the present-work this degree is fully set forth, and every
thing given which should be made public. The degree of Prince of Jerusalem
is fuller than was ever before published in any American Mannal. The 30 and
32 degrees are also given in such a way as materially to aid the officers of Con-
sistories in conferring them, and in the Consistory he gives that beautiful Charge
which was written by IIL. Br. Giles F. Yates. The author uses the words Knights
Templar instead of Knights Templars, which is a change without any good au-

.thority. No writer can be found who makes use of Knights Templar, from St.
Bernard to the present time. It is an Americanism, which sprung up in the
Grand Encampment of the United States, and has been copied by almost every
Grand and Subordinate Commandery and Encampment ever since, and is pecu-
liar to Templar Masonry, Have the Templars any new light upon the orthogra-
phy of these words when used together, which Webster, Worcester, Johnson,
Addison, Scott, and every other literary character and author, however humble,
who ever had occasion to use the phrase from the origin of the Knights Temp-
lars, down to this time, have not had, and could not ‘possess? If so let it be
known.

Blank forms of Petitions, the Consututmns of the Supreme Council N. J., as




GRAND LODGE OF ILLINOILS, - 43

revised in 1860, and the Ceremonies and Charges at Constitating new Bodies of
the Rite, and Installing Officers, complete the book. Considered as a whole it is
the best Manual ever published of these degrees, and will soon become indis-
pensable to the workman in this branch of Masonry, To those connected with
the Rite in this Northern Jurisdiction, it can be recommended, inasmuch as it is
taken from the Ritual of the Supreme Council, and has the sanction of that vete-
ran in the Scottish Rite, Killian H. Van Rensselaer. It is a work which has been
much needed, and now comes to the Fraternity at a time when a great revival
all over the land is pervading this Rite. It will not only be valuable to officers
of Lodges, Councils, Chapters and Consistories, but to the student of these de-
grees, and to the novitiate it will be equally acceptable, It places much infor-
mation in the hands of all, and every Ancient Accepted Scotch Mason, who
takes any interest in these degrees, should possess a copy. There are many
things which can be amended in a new edition, and wkich will perfect the work.
Forinstance, on p. 195, “ The Assembly” of Sublime Princes of the Royal Secret,
is called a * Sovereign Grand Consistory of S.*. P.*, R.*. 8...,” &c.” There is
but one Sovereign Grand Consistory in the Northern Jurisdiction, and that is
connected with the Supreme Council. See Constitutions, p. 233, title Represen-
tatives. Subordinate Consistories are called Sovereign Conslstones
Lowell, Oct. 1st, 1864, W.S.G.

GRAND LODGE OF ILLINOIS.

Tur Anngal Communication of the Grand Lod'ge of Illinois, was commenced
on Tuesday, Ocl. 4th, and closed on the evening of the next day, being the short-
eston record.

The Grand Lodge was opened at 9, A. M., with the usual formalities ; afler
which the Grand Master, M. W. Thomaa J. Turner, delivered his Annual Ad-
dress, which was referred to a special Committee; after which the G. Master
appointed the usual Standing Committees.

From the report of the Committee on Credentials in appears, that two hundred
and eighty-seven Lodges were represented, the whole attendance including six-
teen Past Masters, being something over three hundred and seventy-five.

Resolutions of respect to the memory of Past Grand Master Abraham Jonas,
wete unanimously passed, the latter of which provided, that a tablet to his mem-
ory be placed in the Grand Lodge Hall. The Grand Lodge then proceeded to
the Election of Officers for the present year, with the following result :—

Thomas J. Turner, re-elected (by nearly seven hundred votes out of seven
hundred and eighty-two) G. M.—I. P. H. Bromwell, D. G. M.—Edwin F. Bab-
cock, 8. G. W.—Nathan W. Huntley, J. G. W.—Harrison Dills, G. T'reas. —Har-
man G. Reynolds, G. Sec.—Rev. J. T. Orr, G. Chap.—Vincent Ridgeley, G
Orator—O. N. Safford, G. Tyler.

At the Evening Session the following appointmentg were made :—

Joha C. Reynolds, D. G. Sec’y.—Chas. T. Pace, G. Pur.—James Lowe, G.
Mar.—Daniel Frost, G. St. Bearer—Daniel G. Burr, G. Sw. Bearer—Thos. W,
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Hay, S.-G. D.—George Mason, J. G. D.—Charles Fisher and Wm. F, Elkin, Jr.,
G. Stewards.

The Grand Officers were installed by P. G. Master Lavely ; alter which an
excellent Oration was delivered by Br. Bromwell.

Twenty-nine Warrants were granted during the session, and there are thirteen
Lodges under Dispensation.

The Grand Secretary reported as having received from all sources 817,150 90;
had disburred $3,764 00; and that he held the G. Treasurer’s receipt for the bal-
ance, $13,385 90. The total contributing number of Masons in the State is over
fifteen thousand ; while of non-contributing, the number is estimated to be fif-
teen hundred. The whole number of raisings during the year will be three thou-
sand three hundred.

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence submitted the” following opinions,
which were approved :— ’

1. That there is no law requiring the payment of dues by nonafﬁllaung Ma-
sons.
2. No Entered Apprentice or Fellow Craft is bound to advance, except of his

own free will and accord ; and every Lodge possesses the inherent right to refuse
him advancement.

3. A Lodge may receive a petition of a candidate who has resided for twelve
months in INinois, withoutlregard to the lime he has resided within the ]urmhc-
tion of the Lodge.

4, In cases of Masons whose hodges are broken up, or who have fled to Illm-
ois for asylum, it is competen} for Lodges to consider other Masonic tests and
evndences, in cases of inability to obtain dimits in the usval way.

A Lodge cannot charge a suspended member with dues"during the period
of hls suspension.

6. There is no ancient regulation which requires the Junior Warden tolbe-
come a common prosecutor. The charges should be preferred in writing by the
Brother aggiieved.

7. That an E. A. or F. C., after being rejected, can renew his application
for advancement at every regular meeting, unless charges are preferred ; and
the Lodge can give him a ballot, whenever they deem it expedient, al any reg-
ular meeting.

.

In the case of a Master of a Lodge, who * permitted the ballot to be spread
upon the restoration of a suspended Mason,"without proper notice ; decided that
the restoration must stand, but the Master must be censured.”

The following in regard to vfohtion ol the Sabbath, we are pleased to see was
adopted :—

Whereas, The convening of Maeomc Lodges on the Sabbath day for the pur-
poses of labor (except as a<Lodge of Sorrow) is contrary to the teachings, and
incompatible with the dignity of true Masonry, and calculated to bring odium
upon our Institution, whose great light is the Holy Bible ; therefore

e
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Resolved, That this Grand Lodge forbids all Lodges under this jurisdiction from
conferring either of the degrees upon the Sabbath day hereafter.

The Grand Lodge decided, and unquestionably in accordance with Masonic
law, “That a member of any subordinate Lodge having paid all dues, and there
being no charges against him, shall be entitled to a dimit.”

Just before the close of the Grand Lodge the following was passed :—

* Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of the State of Illinois tender their frater-
pal sympathy to the Grand Lodge of the State of Massachusetts, for their mis-
fortune by the late destruction of their property ir the city of Boston by fire.”

GRAND LODGE OF CALIFORNIA.

Tue M. W. Grand Lodge of the State of California, held its Fifteenth Annnal
Communication at the Mazgonic Temple, in San Francisco, commencing on
Tuesday, Oct 11, and closing on the following Monday. The Grand Lodge was
opened in Ample Form, with prayer by the Grand Chaplain and music by the
Choir. There werg present the representatives of one hundred and thirty-five
Chartered Lodges, delegates from eight Lodges under Dispensation, and a large
number of Past Masters entitled to seats. The session was an unusually inter-
esting one, as matters of deep interest to the Craft were introduced and discussed.
Among the most important of these was a plan submitted by Br, Alex. G. Abell,
President of the Masonic Hall Association, for the completion of the Masonio
Temple in San Francisco, and for the extinguishment of its debt.

Br. Abell proposes that a tax of twenty-five cents per month be levied by the
Grand Lodge upon all the members of Lodges in the jurisdiction, which would
produce a revenue of some eighteen or twenty thousand dollars per annum—
which, if continued during a period of four or five years al the farthest, would
extinguish the debt, complete the Temple, and with the stock in it which it now
possesses, would make the Grand Lodge the owner of at least one half the pro-
perty. Its revenue therefrom then would amount to a sum more than sufficient to
meet all its expenses of every kind; and it could abolish all payment of annual
or other dues by the subordinate Lodges, and thus free’ them frum taxation for-
ever. The plan of Br. Abell appears to be a feasible one, which, if cariied into
effect, will not only ensure to the Brethren of California the possession of the
noblest Masonic edifice in the world, but will be, in a pecuniary point of view,
for the real interest of all the Lodges in the jurisdiction. The malter was, afier
considerable discussion, referred to a Committee of five, to be appointed by the
Grand Master, to report at the next Annual Communication.

We trast that our Brethren throughout the jurisdiction will give this matter a
calm and deliberate investigation. The small sum of twenty five cents per month
will be felt by no one, yet in the aggregate will amount to a magnificent sum
annually, to be applied to the completion of the Temple, that Freemasomy in
California may have a home that would do honor to the oldest jurisdiction of the
world. It may be objected that there is no reason why the Masons of the State
should be asked to pay for the accommeodation of their Brethren in San Frauncis-
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co. They are not. Each Lodge in the city pays a regular rent for the Hall and
other rooms it occupies, as do the tenants of the stores beneath ; and so, instead
of contributing to aid the Brethren here, they will do it to create a property for
the Grand Lodge, the revenue from which will enable it to relieve them from all
asscssments in the future.

A large majority of the Lodges are already in favor of this plan, and we hope
at the next Annual Communication to see such a unanimity ot feeling upon the
subject as will secure its success beyond peradventure.

The subject of uniformity of work was also brought up, and caused a lengthy
debate, but was finally disposed of by the Grand Lodge adopting the work as
recommended by the Corhmitlee and exemplified by the Grand Lecturer.

Br. Wm, H. Hill paid a most eloquent and glowing tribute to the memory of
the late Grand Orator, Br. Thomas Starr King, which we hope will be published
with-1the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge,

The following Grand Officers were elected and appointed for the ensuing
year :—

M. W. Wm. Caldwell Belcher, of Marysville, G. M.—R. W. Gilbert B. Clar-
borne, D. G. M.—\Wm. A. Davies, 8. G. W.—Isaac S. Titus, J. G. W.—-V. W,
James Laidley, G. Treas.—Alex. G. Abell, San Francisco, G. Sec.—William H.
Hill, G. Chap.—W. Addison C. Niles, G. Orator—Lawrence C. Owen, Ass. G.
Sec.—Chailes H. Seymour, G. Mar.—James Anderson, G. St. Bearer—Wm. H.
Peterson, G. Sw. Bearer—Geo. C. Yount, G. Bible Bearer—Samuel C. Wright,
S. G. D.—Josiah P. Brown,J. G. D.—W. C. Rich and Chester F. Cotton, G.
Stew.—Wm. Horton, G. Organist—John C. Ball, G. Pursuivant—James Oglesby,
G. Tyler.

On Monday the 17th, the Officers were Installed by M. W. James L. English,
Past Grand Master, when the businees of the Grand Lodge having been conclud-
ed, it was closed in Ample Form.—Mercury.

[omr1@1NAL ]

LINES,

Written by Bro. Cuas. W. STEvERS, of Boston, upon the occasion of the Lnymg the Corner-
Stone of the New Masonic Temple, October 14, 1864.
ALy things attest the power of Him who made
And from the first their deep foundations laid,
Mountains bare browed and bleak, where tempests lower,
Where Alpine torrents gain their fearful power,
That gathering force and volume as they go
Bring sudden ruin to the vales below,

The oak that in the face of whirlwinds clings
To the bleak summit, and its shadow flings
O'er desolations, where no flower is seen,

No harvest ripens and no fields are green ;
Emblem of Strength, tells from its dizzy hight
To the long ages, the Creator's might ;
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While journeying winds, that through its branches sweep,
Proclaim Hia power from every wood-crowned steep.

Not Strergth alone, but sunny slopes extend
Where its rude masses with the valleys blend ;
There Summer rills are born, there fountains play,
Whose mist make rainbows in the morning day.

Thus the same Hand that reared tke mountain oak,
That shatters forests with the lightnings stroke,
With its light touch, adorns the forest bowers

And scatters perfumes from the lips of flowers.

His breath is Harmony, in whose deep strain
Beauty and Strength in equal concert reign ;
Sweet are his accents in the dying breeze,
'Mid the green arches of the forest leaves ;
While far away the breaker's distant roar
Sustains the lighter music of the shore.

A nobler symbol of eternal might,

Than trackless ocean or the storm-swept hight,
Is that Fraternal, sacrep Ti, that binds

In mystic sympathies accordant minds,

To Judah's King by inspiration taught,

When He in anguish knelt and wisdom sought,
In stubborn stone and ductile goid he shrined
The secret purpose of his mighty mind ;

His handiwork with reverened awe we scan,
And copy from the Master builder’s plan.

Unr.umbered centuries on us to-day
Are gazing, as with mystic rites we lay
The Corner-Stoxng, the deep foundations place,
Whence springs the Arch replete with every grace ;
True in its curve, and in foundation sure,
- With airy lightness, mighty to endure ; )
Where every stone an equal weight sustains, ) *
And symmetry throughout the structure 1eigns.

Built on the rock no warring forces move,

Which pressure strengthens, and which trials prove,
Misfortune’s shock serves only to combine

Resisting forces, and togetber twine

Accordant powers, whose blended might sustain
Tempests that beat, and waves that break in vain. -

Thus firmly based, our Orper we maintain,
Cemented by adversity, sustain

* The ills of time, the poor relieve, and dry
The tear that gathers in the mourner’s eya
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And as we tread life's thorny planted road,
Bear each a portion of his Brother’s load—

That when the trumpet peals along the sky,
And this proud structure’shall dismantled lie,
We may, at our Grand Master’s feet, lay down
Our battered armour and receive our crown,
1n that Grand Lodge whose canopy of stars
No lapse of time nor fell destruction mars.

PRACTICAL FREEMASONRY.*

A BeavuTiFuL exemplification of that noble spirit which should permeate the
Masonic Craft from pole to pole, has just been brought to our notice, and is well
worthy of a place in our “ Record”” of good deeds done, and of sufferings re-
lieved. It is commonly, but very unjustly, supposed that next to the fallen de-
sceudants of Abraham, there is no class of professional men so exorbitant and
extortionate in their exactions as the members of the legal proiession. Tney
live arid grow rich on the quarrels and animosities of weak and erring homan
nature, it is said ; and truly sad illustrations of this prevaling sentiment too often
occur to give a color of truth to its surmised reality. Buat when the benign gen-
ius of Freemasonry spreads its potent spell over the most obdurate or callous of
human kind, a change, wonderful as rapid, beneficial as elevating} and ennob-
ling, is effected, and every one enrolled under its banners feels its wisdom-work-
ing influence, and participates in the glowing enthusiasm which leads men with
strong resolve to take the fiont rank in the batile of life, and to carry out the no-
ble behest of humanity by being true and faithful to their fellow-men, in rever-
encing the G. A, O. T. U,, and doing good to all around them. Our Masonic
annals contain innumerable illustrations of practical Freemasonry in all the dif-
ferent vicissitudes of life, The battle-field, the shipwreck, famiae, disease, and
poverty, all furnish us with an array of good works, nobly done under the soul-
inspiring influence of Freemasonry. The record of thousands upon thousands
of these kind acts, prompted by that God-like spirit which still dwells in the
heart of fallen man, has been lost among the dark clouds of oblivion which over-
shadgw the impenetrable past. Bat enough remains to stamp with solidity the
time-enduring virtues of our ancient Craft—the noblest and brightest of which is

Charity. Our present illustration of its operation is a simple but touching oue, .

and although in mentioning the name of the Brother who, we are certain, is one

of those that
“ Do good by stealth, and blush to find it fame,”

we may be overstepping the prescribed limits of private friendship; yet we trust
our disinterestedness, and our anxiety to inculeate by forcible example, the daily
practice of genuine charity aniongst the Brotherhood, will plead a sufficient apol-
ogy for so prominently alluding to the matter.

*We copy this article from the Mercury, San Francisco, in which paper it appears as edi-
torial, but itis cvidently taken from an East India paper, probably from the Bombay Record.
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It is well known to many of the members of the Craft in Bombay, that Bro.
Darby, a popular member of the mystic tie, has for many months been endea-
vormg to recruit his shattered health on the arid plains of young Egypt—for so
is Sind recognized, and christened aecordingly by modern travellers. His so-
journ in that land of sand, mosquitoes, and muggers, has not only renewed his
toil-worn frame, but has increased his fame and fortune. He is the leading man
at the bar, and is so much esteemed that the Kurracheeites hope to secure bis
residence among them. The other day a Brother, who has held high position in
the Craft, happened to have a case in Cou:t, the adverse decision of which would
have caused him a loss of some 1,300 or 1,400 rupees, and would have proved
ruinous. It involved some intricate points with which he was not competent to
deal. At the eleventh hour, before the hearing of the case, the matter was cas-
vally mentioned by a mutual friend 1o Br, Darby, who on learning that the de-
fendant to the aclion was not in a position to pay the usual heavy fees, immedi-
ately resolved to rescue his Brother from danger and ruin. He mastered ,the
case with the ability of an old and experienced practitioner. He defended his
client in such a manner as 1o elicit the encomiums of the bench and the court,
and triumphantly reacued his ¢ Brother in distress” from the clutches of the law
and the grasp of the usurer. He brought his whole energies to bear on the weak
points of the suit, and overwhelmed the opposing council with an array of legal
arguments, supported by facts, that cut the ground from under the feet of the
plaintiffs, and laid bare their rascality in such a manner as to induce the presiding
judge to censure their condact in the strongest terms. By this act a family was
saved from ruin ; and, to the credit of Br. Darby, be it eaid, he undertook the
task without fee or reward of any kind whatever. He was solely prompted by
Masonic feelings and fraternal ties, and he has now the pleasing reflection of
knowing that not only did he do .his duty to a Brother in the hour of difficulty
and despair, but he has earned the lasting gratitude of the fnmlly whose case he
pleaded so eloquently and successfully, and won golden opinions amongst the
Craft in Kurrachee. Comment on such conduet is superfluous, Let it be an ex-
ample to the Freemasons in all sections. All have an opportunity of doing good
in their individual spheres to their Brethren around them ; and, in conclusion, we
may safely assert that such acts tend more to unite and elevate all classes and
cieeds in one universal bond of brotherly love, than any outward demonstration
where display and ambition too often fan the embers of discord.

THE COST OF SOLOMON'S TEMPLE.
WHaT was the cost of Solomon’s Temple ? . A BuiLpkr.
[The Athol Lectures say £69,869,822,500. Of this £62,675,000,000 was for

precious stones. £6,904,822,500 was expended for gold, silver, and brass ves-
sels and sacred utensils. The wages, diet, and clothing of all grades of work-
men, £140,000,000; materials- for construction, £150,000,000. King David’s
contributions amounted to £911,416,207, Sofomon’s offerings and those of Hiram
of Tyre and the Queen of Sheba, £80,000,000,000; leaving over and above all
expenses, £11,041,683,707 i; the King’s Treasury for repairs.]
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GRAND LODGE OF MAINE.

By accident the Proceedings of this Grand Lodge.in May last, though politely
sent 1o vs in due tlipe, got mislaid, and ha\vg been, cousequently, neglected, to
our regret and the loss of our readers, for they are of unusual interest. .The
opening address of the Grand Master, the M. W. Brother Wu. P, PREBLE, is a
paper eminently worthy ol him and the distingnished position he occupies. In
the opening part of it he pays the following just and delicate compliment to his
talented predecessor in office, the M. W. Bro. Hon. Josian H. DrummMoOND :— -

‘T'o those of you who have had the pleasure of attending our Annual Com-
munications for the last three years, and have had the satisfaction of having met
him on other occasions during that time, and know how ready he is with both
bis pen and tongue, I fear my inefficiency in these respecis, if not in others, may
lead you 1o regret having at your last Communication changed your Grand Mas-
ter. Bat however this may be, I still have the satisfaction of knowing that in
the discharge of my duties, I have tried to bring what ability I may have fully
into requisition, and that all my acts have been governed and directed by what
I believed to be the best interest of the Fraternity in this jurisdiction.”

He lays before the Grand Ludge a list of decisions which he has been called
upen to make during the year, from which we extract as follows :—

1. After a Lodge is opened no one has a right to leave the Lodge room except
by permission from the W. Master.

3. A Lodge can not hold its meetings in any other town than the one named
in its Charter, except by permission of the Grand Lodge or by a Dispensation
trom the Grand Master. »

4. There is no law, edict or regulation of our Grand Lodge that I am aware
of that designates the power and authority of 2 W. Master. The W. Master re-
ceives his prerogatives from the old Charges and Regulations, and the well es-
tablished usages of the Order. The Masonic Fraternity has often, and very justly,
been termed 16 be an absolute monarchy in its government. The Master’s au-
thority in his Lodge is absolute,

7. A Brother who was a member of a Lodge in a State in rebellion, and which
Lodge is not now in existence, may become a member of a Lodge in this juris-
diction, although he never was dimitted from his old Lodge.

9. By the regulations of the Grand Lodge of Maine it is not necessary for a
person to have been a Warden in order to be eligible as Master. '

13. The amendments that can be made without the necessity of re-submitting
the By-Laws for approval cover all, that, withont changing makes the meaning
clearer' that correct the grammatical or typographical errors ; that make them
conform to regulations of the Grand Lodge adopted since the approval of the By-
Laws; that change the fee for the degrees, provided they do not go below the
minimum fixed by the Grand Lodge. The fee charged by each Loige being a
matler concerning the individual éodge and not the Fraternity generally.

15, Before an application can be acted upon by a Lodge, it must be properly
before the Lodge. No application can be properly before a Lodge, unless it was
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received at a Stated Communication, except by a Dispensatien from some author-
ized officer to receive it at a Special Communication,

16. If a petition is filed in a Lodge, and the petitioner removes from the town
to another town in which there is also a Lodge, between the time of receiving
and the time to vote on the petition, is it necessary to have the consent of the
Lodge into whose jurisdiction he has removed, in order to act upon the petition ?

It is not.

18. Where an applicant has in his petition stated that he has never applied to
any other Lodge for the degrees, and after conferring the degrees it is ascertain-
ed that he had made an application to and been rejected by another Lodge,
charges should be preferred against him, and if on due trial, the charges are
proved, he should be expelled.

20. A Lodge cannot act upon an application from a person resident in another
town in which there is a Lodge, notwithstanding no answer has been returned to
two letters mailed to the W. M. of that Lodge. Silence cannot be deemed con-
sent in such a case,

21. A Mason can properly avouch for another ouly after having set in a Lodge
of M. M.%s with him, or as one of the Committee appointed by.the W. Master to
examine him. The practice of undertaking to examine a person (claiming to be
a Masun) except when specially appointed for that purpose by the Master, is a
very dangerous and reprehensible one. The danger arises from the fact that
the W. Master cannot draw a distinction between the members of his Lodge, and
if e allows one to do it, he can ecarcely deny the same privilege to ancther,
who, although entirely incompetent, believes himself to be the best qualified.

23. No Brother should be excused from balloting except by a unanimous ballot,
for every Brother has an interest in having as many ballots cast as possible, in or-
der in case he wishes to cast a black ball, he may receive all the protection pos-
sible ; this protection ought not 1o be abridged without his cousent; neither should
he be required to express his dissent openly.

24, A change in a Lodge’s By-Laws resl;ecting fees, cannot affect an applica-
tion which was received by the Lodge before the By-Laws were altcred.

25. After a Lodge in due trial has suspended a Brother, it can (before that sus-
pension has been confirmed by the Grand Lodge) restore him, if on further re-
flection and investigation they are satisfied that they have been unnecessarily se-
vere, and this they can do by a two-thirds vote. But if the friends of a suspend-

‘ed Mason wish to do this, notice should be given to all the Brethren that ou such

an evening the matter would be b:ought up for the decision of the Lodge, 0 that
0o unfair advantage should be taken of absent Brethren who did not know that
any such action wag proposed to be had.

21, The power of a W. Master, his Wardens and three other members of his
Lodge to recommend a rejected applicant to another Lodge, is discretionary, but
being an abridgment of the right of the secret ballot, should be exercised with
great caution, if at all,

28. A person applying to a Lodge in the town in which 'he resides, an after
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being initiated remov&s to another town in which there is a Lodge, cannot be
crafted or raised in the second Lodge except by permission of the Lodge in which
he was initiated.

30. A Master of a Lodge under Dispensation is not entitled to a Past Master’s
Diploma.

I have given permission in ten instances to Lodges in other jurisdictions 1o
act on applications of persons resident in this jurisdiction, but in no case have
I done so without consulting with the Lodge in whose particular jurisdiction
the candidate had his residence, and ascertaining that there was no good reason
for withholding such consent.

THE CONSERVATORS.

I most sincerely congratulate the M. W. Grand Lodge, that while some of our
sister jurisdictions have been invaded by that insidious organization known as the
Conservators, and their peace and harmony have been seriously threatened by
the baneful influence exerted by its coadjutors to bring about their Utopian de-
signs, as is evidenced by the edicts and siringent resolations adopted and pro-
mulgated by some of those Grand Bodies, we have been spared the disgrace and
monification of seeing any of our family arraying themselves in opposition to .
the edicts of the Supreme Masonic Power in this juriediction, in order to carry
out theymad schemes of one who has acquired throughout the Masonic world
the name of the American Cagliostro,

. -

THE RUSH OF CANDIDATES.

In the terrific rush of candidates to our doors, which almost every Lodge has
experienced during the last year, the vast number of applicatious for Dispensa-
tions to receive petitions at Special Communications and to confer the degrees in
hot haste—the almost universal tendency there seems to be to consider that be-
cause the applicant is a soldier, therefore he must be worthy, and that too great
expedition cannot be used in his case—I fear has lead, and will lead, our Lodges -
to confer the degrees upor many that in times of greater reflection could not
gain admission. How much greater is this danger when the applicant is a strang-
er in the locality where he makes application, and when the degrees are requir-
ed in so short a time that proper inquiries cannot be made, In this scramble for
the degrees I can only see peril and disaster in the future. How can these can-
didates say that they are unbiased by friends, uninfluenced by mercenary mo- .
tives? Is it from any favorable opinion which they have long entertained of the
Institution? No, my Brothers, in a majority of cases, not so. It arises fiom the
many anecdotes that are scattered far and wide by the press of the benefits de-
rived, in time of sickness or peril, by some who were Masons; from stories that
have been told them by their companions in arms; by solicitation of friends,
who knew it could not injure, and hoped it might benefit' them. These, and
other similar causes, have occasioned this ceaseless knocking atour doors, In
times like these, when our sympathies incline us to look favorably upon this class
of candidates, it behooves us to be specially watchful that we do not allow those
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sympathies to betray us into a forgetfulness of our duty to the Fraternity to
preserve the reputation of the Institution unsullied, and carefully to guard the

_ doors against the admission of the uriworthy and those who would cast reproach

upon us,

It is only the unworthy who dread and try to avoid a rigid inquiry into their
character ; but in many cases, under our Constitution as it now stands, this inqui
ry cannot be properly made, for a person from one extreme of the State can ap
ply to a Lodge at the other extreme, and if accepted receive the degrees without
reference to any other Lodge, provided there is no Lodge in the town in which
he resides. A person should be required to apply for the degrees to the Lodge,
in this jurisdiction, nearest his residence, when there is no Lodge in his town ;
for there, generally, he wonld be most likely to be better known than elsewhere.
This is one of the grounds why this Grand Lodge claims exclusive juriediction
over residents of Maine, and is a matter in which the Masonic Fraternity through-
out the world is concerned, for every merfiber of it has an interest in the exclu-
sion of every unworthy candidate, for by so much is the Fraternity strengthen- .
ed. Were our Brethren in foreign countries as desirous of promoting the wel-
fare of the Craft as they are to get the tew dollars for conferring the degrees
upon persons they never saw before, and probably never will again, the Frater-
nity in this country would not have so many persons sent back to us as Masous
who would not become such where they were known. This jurisdiction, and
probably very many others in the Uuited States, have been great sufferers in this
way. But notwithstanding what others may do, let us do all we can to avoid un-
worthy admission : as one means to that end, I would recommend the adoption
of the amendment requiring candidates to apply to the nearest Lodge.

We should be glad to transfer to our pages the excellent remarks of our Broth-
er on the subject of granting Dispensations for initiation, to which he is strong-
ly opposed, but have not room 1o do so the present month.

Our Brother refers in very kind terms to the great loss sustained by our Grand
Lodge by the recent fire, and the Committee to whom this part of the address
was referred, subsequently offered the following Resolution, which was adopt.
ed :—

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of Maine tenders the warm sympathy of her
members in view of the great calamity suffered through the burning of Freemasons’
Hall, in Boston. This Grand Lodge cannot forget that more than lhirty of our
Lodges have received Charters from our mother Grand Lodge.

The daoghter, though for many years occupying a household of her own, is
touched by that which brings disappointment and loss to the mother.

The earnest hope is expressed that a Masonic home may soon arisa from the ashes

of that which will be seen no more, and that the glory of the latter house may ex-
ceed that of the former.

We shall refer to the Proceedings again, and also to the able Report on Cor-
respondence, at another time.
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PATRIOTIC ADDRESS.

It is said, that of the Ohio Crafi, eleven per cent. of their membership are in
the Union armies. At the last.Convocation of the Grand Chapter, the following
patriotic Address was adopted :—

‘¢ Qur fealty, our love, our duty, our all, belong to the country; we love the
Uuion for its own sake, for the memories of the great and the good men who
formed it, for our own sakes, and for the sakes of our children. It is our daty,
as Masons, to do all we can, and suffer what is needful to preserve the Union and
the Constitution as we have received them from the fathers; and we cannot, with-
out violating our Masonic vows, be engaged in plots or conspiracies to overthrow
either, or eacourage others in so doing.

“ We therefore re-affirm our former report, and still say to all men—whatever
may cowme, whatever parly may be in power, whoever may command our armies,
as Masons we still cling to the Constitution, and will survive or perish with the
Union. .

% Qur Companions on a huadred battle-fields, by their bravery and blood-shed—
by their suffering, and wounds, and death—have aitested the loyalty of the Craft,
and to-day in camp, in fort, and field, thousands of our brave aud patriotic Breth-
ren are our witnesses in the face of the enemy, and are still ready to ¢do or die’

in defence of the old flag. From this Hall, in Grand Convention assembled, we*

tender 1o our Companions in ‘the front,’ our fraternal greetings, our cordial sym-
pathies, and our ardent prayers, that their patriotic work may soon be accom-
plished, péace again restored, and our country saved, when we shall welcome
them home to our altars and our arms, with an approving ¢ well done.’
“ Your Committee need say no more, except to breathe an invocation, in which
" we feel sure every member will join, and say, ¢ God save our Country.’'”

BALLOTING.

A. B. petitioned Lodge C. tor initiation, —— petition referred and favorable re-
port in due time. Upon passing the ballot one negative appeared, and before the
result was declared by the Master, a motion was unanimously adopted to postpone
further balloting until the next regular communication. Is that legal?

Itis not. The law expressly declares that the ballot may be passed a second
time, for the purpose of carrecting mistakes. Had there been two negatives, the
Master -was bound to declare the ballot ; there being but one negative, the law
mercifully presumes that some Brother may have inadvertently cast a negative
ballot, and permits the Worshipful Master to pass the ballot the second time, be-

“fore any Brother has retired, for the purpose of. correcting a mistake if any has
been made.

The motion was entirely out of order, and should have been 'so declared by
the Master. The whole subject was then within his control, subject to the law
of the case; and the second passing of the ballot is not a second ballot, but a
continnation of the first, and is but one transaction, both as regards time and
place.—T'rowel.
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LODGES UNDER DISPENSATION.

Can a Lodge U. D. admit non-affiliated Masons to membeiship ?

Inasmuch as there seems to be a great deal of misapprehension in regard to the
power and authority of Lodgea U. D., we may as well dispose of this matter in
general terms,

A Lodge U. D. is simply the permiseion of the Grand Master to a certain num-
ber of Brethren named in the Dispensation, ip make Masons, They have sim-
ply the powers necessary to that eund, and nothing more ; they act as the agents
of the Grand Master, and are directly responsible tv him. The Master of a
Lodge U. D. exercises the power and authority of the G. Master, as his proxy.
But even the Grand Master cannot grant his Dispensation to a Lodge U. D. until
- a petition has been regularly signed, by the requisite number of qualified Breth-
ren, and that petition has been recommended by at least two if not three Char-
tered Lodges.*

The Lodges recommhnding the petition, recommend the names subscribed
thereto, and to those names the Dispensation is graated, with instructions to do
certain things, and report at the next Grand Communication. The Brethren
made Master Masons in a Lodge U. D. are not members thereof ; they are usn-
ally permitted to participate in the business and balloting of the Lodge, not as a
right, but as a maiter of Masonic comity, they being expected to become mem-
bers upon the granting of a Charter. It follows then, that the Diepensation be-
ing granted to seven men, that if they may admit one to their number, they may
admit exght or more, being a majority over those named in the Dispensation. The
moment one is admitted, the Lodge iswnot the same that was recommended, nei-
ther is it the same that received the Dispensation. We repeat again, a Lodge
U. D. is a certain number of persons acting as the agents of the Grand Master.
They must keep within the bounds of their authority, for when they exceed

these, the contract between the agent and the principal may at once be termina-
ted.—Trowel.

THE PRINCE OF WALES.

Among the gossip contained in several of the late English papers, we see it
stated that His Royal Highness, the Prince of Wales, heir apparent to the throne
of England, ¢ has made the formal application preliminary in all cases t0.a per-
son becoming a Freemason ;" which in common Masonic parlance, means, that
he has petitioned some Lodge—the Grand Master’s we presume—to be initiated.
If his character be found good and his record clear, we trust the prayer of his
petition will be granted, for hie is descended from a royal line, the most distin-
guished of which have been eminent Craftsmen. His grandfather, Edward,
Duke of Kent, was an enthusiastic Brother, and a P. G. Master ; while his grand-
uncles, George the Fourth, William the Fourth, the Duke of Cumberland, and
the Duke of Sussex, were not only patrons of the royal art but promoted its in-
terests on every proper occasion. The latter estimable Brother, it will be re-
membered, was, from the Feb. 12, 1812, to the time of his death, March 21,1543,
G. Master of England, and was absolutely a working member of the Fraternity.

*In Massachusetts the consent of the Lodge is required.
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We presume that shortly after the reception of the degrees by tbe Princé of
Wales, we shall hear of his assuming the title of Grand Protector of English
Masonry, if he be not elevated to the Masonic Throne.--N. ¥, Courier.

ADDRESS:
Of Brother Dr. Jous Graxr, to thie District Grand Lodge of Bengal, India, 1860.
* ¥* * * * * * * ¥* ¥*

Ix the presence of our younger Brethren, I may be excused for ;aying a few
words upon the principles of Masonry, which some among us have evinced a dis-
position to depreciate. A newspaper in Upper India, for instance, has, for reasons
best known to itself, put itself into a hostile position towards the craft, which, per-
haps, it would not do were it more conversant with its principles. Masonry, how-
ever, no more than any other system, need not expect to escape calumny; nor
must Masons hope for exception in their favor from censuies, the truth and can-
dor of which may be perfecily upon a par. I found the following extract the
other day in a Calcutta paper, being a reprint from an English periodical, on Free-
masonry :—

4 The chief defect of its principle of unity and Broherhood seems to be that the
kindly affections are only at the disposal of a Brother, but do not embrace the
whole human race. The banevolent regard is avowedly partial, and intended to
be held forth, not to the innocent and deserving, but to those only who chance to
be within the pale of membeiship,”

Now, what injustice is here? Will any one point out—Christianity itself, of
course, excepted—a system that more comprehensively embraces the whole hu-
man race than Masonry ? No man is excluded from its privileges on account
of his religion, provided he believes in the Divine Architect of heaven and earth,
and practices the sacred duties of morality. So says our Book of Constitutions.
Christianity itself declares that we are to do good unto all men, especially to those
of the household of faith. Masonry humbly endeavors to walk in this track, and
claims no more thaa to do all the good it can to all men, especially to them of
the household of Masunry. I need not go far for illustration; and so singularly
enough, [ found it in the same Calcutta newspaper in which the extract from
the Upper-country paper, reflecting on Masonry as idle or useless, also appeared.
I mean the simple fact that within twelve hours of the lamentable wreck of the
ships Lord William Bentinck and Castlereagh, at Bombay, Masons of the place,
led by their philanthropic Grand Master, had realized sixteen hundred rupees for
the relief of the sufferers* Did those' who were not Masons anticipate this

* The ships alluded to were wrecked on the 18th June, 1840. A Masonic subscription was
comm d, which amc d in eight hours to 1,600 Rs, and in a few days to 2,500 Rs. Br.
the Rev. George Pigott, Chaplain to Lodge Perseverance, was the principal instrument in
distributing this charity, and he nobly supported his Christian and Masonic character by re-
maining at the port during the pelting of the pitiless storm, rescuing the living and burying the
dead, for both were thrown ashore, in a churchyard. Till the last moment his services con-
tinued to be useful, ' )
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noble act? If they did not, we blame them not; but do not let us be told that the
Institution, whose principle it is to foster acts like these, isidle or useless. Did
the dispensers of this bounty, think you, pick out and select their objects of re-
lief? Did they say—this our contribution shall be confined to Masons and the
relatives of Masons who have been shipwrecked ? Are you not, my Brethren,
from your knowledge of the cralt, and experience of its catholic charity, ready
indignantly to exclaim, no ! For uught my Right worshipful colleague of Bom-
bay and his Brethren knew, there might not, at the time of their making their
" prompt contribution, have been u single Mason or relative of a Mason among
them. What is it, then, that has marked the prozress of Masonry from first to
last? Ianswer—Sympathy with the whole family of man, Whether Terence
was a Mason or not, I cannot determine ; but that was a true Masonic sentiment
of his, which bivught down thunders of spplause in the Roman Theatre.
* Homo sum, humani nil a me alienum puto.”

But “ what is Masonry " [ may be asked. [t is uot an easy matter to define
some things, especially such as, in their comprehensiveness, cannot be readily
crammed into the nutshell of a definition. Who shall give me a definition of
poetry, or of life, or of death? The task has been attempted, and may be at-
temped again; but it will prove a failure. T will not, then, andeavor to define
Masonry ; botI will venture to assert what itisnot. Whatever is shifting, ballow,
and insinceve, is it not Masonry, W hatever is factious, coarse, contontious, liti-
gious, brawling, unkind, or subversive of legitimate authority and order, is not
Masonry. \Whatever sets no value on the feelings of others, or is ungenerously
selfish—whatever is base in principle, or trenches upon licentiousness of morals,
merges into intemperance of the cup, or breaks into uncurbed ebullitions of tem-
per, is not Masonry ! What is it, then? [ must borrow the words of the sacred
penman :

'Ean tais glossais ton anthropon lalo kai aggelon, agapen de me eko, gegona kalkos ckon
ekumbhalon alalazon. .

True Masonry, in a word, is the comprehensive JAgape of which elemosune is
buta sign or part. Itincludes the profou:dest veneration of the divine Archi-
tect and perfect philanthropy. It reverently responds to the angelic chorus—
“ Gloria in excelsis Deo, et in terra pazx in homines benevolentia.” It is the princi-
Ple that opens simulianeously the heart and the purse, and binds together, as with
a strong but golden band, men from every quaiter of the globe, and of every de-
gree. \Vhere on earth, I ask, can any one witness an assemllage like a Masonic
Lodge, where the peer-and the shopkeeper, the ermined Judge and the mechanic,
meet in ordeily and fraternal communion upon the broad basis of moral equality ?
A Masonic Lodge, in a word, shadows forth high and mystic analogies, and points
impressively to that dark and dread portal where stands the great Tyler, DeaTs,
to admit to the celestial Lodge those who have the benefit of the true password,
the Agape, in all its deep eternal truth ! »

Theras is one present whom we have met to honcr, and it was but proper that I
should endeavor 1o manifest to his satisfaction the principles by which his col-
league of Bengal would fain guide his Masonic course. I am embarrassed by that
person’s presence, thrice welcome though he be ; for were he not present, I could

8
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say mnch mor® about his claims to our respect and affectionate regard then T can
now with propriety do. Then might1 tell of one exalted 10 a station which receiv-
ed rather than conferred honor by his acceptance of it. Then might I speak of
one who, to solid qualities of the good heart, and the abilities of the understanding
that mark him for no common man. Then might I refer to a kindly, generous,
and active spirit, that deeply sympathizes with humanity in all its conditions.
Then might I point out a model to Masons, as uniting in himself the merits of
the pillars that stand in thetr mystic place, and ever will stand. T would, ina
word, propose the health of Bro. James Burnes, Provincial Grand Master of
Bombay.— Indian Freemasons® Friend,

ST. ANDREW’S DAY.

Tuae members of St. Andrew’s Lodge, of this city, celebrated their One Hun-
dred and Eighth Anniversary on St. Andrew’s Day, the 30th November, by a Sup-
per at Freemasons’ Hall. The Lodge assembled at an early hour for work, when
the first degree was given, in the presence of about one hundred and fifiy Breth-
ren, including a delegation of between eijghty and ninety members of Wyoming
Lodge, of Melrose, who had been invited to participate in the celebration of the
day. They were formally and cordially received by the W. Mastes of St. An-
drew’s Lodge, ani took the seals assigned them. At the conclusion of- the work
of the Lodge the Brethren were formed in procession and proceeded to the Ban-
queting Hall, where a bountiful and sumptuous collation had been served up
by Bro. Tarbell, with his usual liberality and good taste. Here the guests were
again welcomed by the W. Master of the Lodge, Bro. EDwARD STEaRNs. The
substantial part of the banquet being disposed of, speeches, sentiment and song
ruled the hour. Speeches were made by M. W. Grand Master Parkman, by
Bro. Norton, W, Master of Wyoming Lodge, and by several other members of
both Lodges.

‘During the evening a Committee from Aberdour Lodge, which was celebrating

the day in another Hall in the bunilding, was announced by the Marshal and re-
ceived in appropriate terms by the Master of St. Andrew’s Lodge. W. Brother
BuckiNguAM, as Chairman of the Commitiee, then gracefully stated the object
of the visit, and handed to the W. Master the following :—
4 To our elder Sister—St. Andrew’s Lodge. On this anniversary of our common Patron
Saint, we offer to its members our thanks for their fraternal interest in us, and prepose to
unite with them in drinking to the memory of Lord Shelto Charles Douglas, Earl of Aber-
dour.”

The proposition was received with the hlghest satisfaction by the Brethren,
and a Comumittee, consisting of Bros. Parkman, Moore and Willis, Past Masters
of St. Andrew’s Lodge, was appointed to repair to the hall of Aberdour Lodge,
. announce the acceptance of their proposal and fix the time at which the cere-
mony should take place. This having been arranged, at precisely fifteen min-
utes afier eight o’clock the ¢ Memory of Lord Aberdour,” was drank by the two
Lodges. It may be proper to add that Lord Aberdour was the Grand Master of
Scotland from whom St. Andrew’s Lodge in 1756 received its Charter, and in
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honor of whom Aberdour Lodge has been named. The ceremony was an in-
teresting and impressive one, and was united in by all present with great cordi-
ality and heartiness,

The Supper of Aberdour Lodge was also provided by Bro. Tarbel, and, judg-
ing from the Bill of Fare, was a sumptuous and elegant entertainment. The
Brethren of both Lodges separated at about®eleven o'clock, having spent an
agreeable and joyous evening, in honor of their ‘ Patron Saint.”

THE NEW TEMPLE.

Wk are permitted to make the following extract from a private letter from
England 1o a Brother in this city, showing the interest which our Brethren on the
other side of the Atlantic feel in the prosperity of the Institution in this coun-
try :—

“You must have had»a very exciling day among the Fraternity at Boston on
the day of laying your Foundation Stone. I am very, very sorry, the day, as re-
gards the weather, was 8o unpropitious. You were highly favored with men of
talent, They expressed themselves nobly. May their hopes and wishes be
fully realised, in-which the writer most heartily joins.

“ Bro. Thos. Elsmon, of 666 Sutherland Lodge, wishes his Brelhren of Bos-
ton every success in raising 8 becoming Temple to the memory of our first Mas-
ter of the Art, King Solomon, and to the Son of the Widow, his principal Crafts-
man ; wherein the glorious principles of the Craft may be taught in all their pu-
rity, fidelity and Brotherly love, acknowledging the Great Architect of the Uni-
verse as the only true and holy God.”

v

MASONRY IN ILLINOIS. )
[We offer no apology for transferring the following admirable Address to our pages, entire.}
. ADDRESS TO THE CRAFT. '
To the Worshipful Masters, Wardens and Brethren of the Constituent Lodges in
the State of Illinois :
Drxar BrerareN—I congratulate you upon the harmonious and pleagant
.condition of Masonry in Illinois. I feel it my duty to call your atteation to gov-
eral matters of interest to all Masons in this jurisdiction.

GRAND LECTURERS.

The following persons are appointed Grand Leeturers for the current Masonic
year :—

R. W. Brothers M. D. Chamberlin, Freeport; Thomas 8. Wade, Ottawa ; Lewis
Keyon, Peori; Jerome R. Gorin, Decatur ; Daniel G. Burr, Paris ; A. L. Virden,
Virden,

WORK, RITUAL AND LECTURES.

The opening and closing ceremonies of a Lodge, and the Work, Ritual and

Leotures as taught and wrought by R. W. Grand Lecturer Chamberlin, are de-
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clared to be the standard in this State. Other Grand Lecturers are directed to-
conform lo them, aud Brethren and Lodges are fraternally urged to speedily ac-
/ quire them.

WOILDS TO THOSE WHO WERE CONSERVATORS.

I wish 10 address a few Brotherly svords to those who were formerly sl) led Cou-
servators,
The recent election in Grand Lodge shows that you do not feel unfriendly to
me; hence [ shall proceed with freedom and plainness. You supposed that you
were getiing a work that was orthodox and genuine, and that would attain to
general use.  You wrought with assiduity, and studied with commendable zeal.
Afier sugh extraordinary pains as you manifested with-houest intentions * to im-
prove yourselves in Masonry,” I have never felt it ‘my duty to be rigorous in
forceing you into positon ; I have felt that we were Brethren of a common family,
-and as we must live together, |hat it was far beiter to give Brethren time to come
together in winty. . 4
I am uow able, from official documents, to show that what Bro. Morris claimed
to be exactly the work, was not the work ever taught in any jurisdiction under-
standingly, either as Grand Lodge or Webb Work.
I call your special attention to the following letter from R. W, S8amuel Willson,
Grand Lecturer of Vermont, as taken from an official report in the Grand Lodge
of New Hampshire :
¢ In 1817, Juhn Barney went from this neighborhood to Boston and learned the
Lectures and Woik of Webb and Gleason both. On his return I learned them of
him and took them down in cyphef, part of which is in his own hand. In 1857,
Ruob Morris visited Vermont for tke purpose of ascertaining what were the true
Webb Lectures. P. C. Tocker introduced Morris to me for that purpose, and I
loaned him a copy of my cypher(not my original,) and which unfortunately had
several omission, through mistake. In’copying this, Morris made several mis-
takes and misread many passages. In fact he could never read it all until T met
him in Chicago, in 1860, and I think he cannot read it all now. This copy, with
its blunders and omission, is the text from which the bock you refer to (Mnemon-
ics) was made. In this ropy there were five questions and answers omitted

.through mistake. These ure important, and occur near the end of the second sec-
tion in the third degree. The ¢ Muemonies’ makes but two sections in the third
degree, when every Monitor that I ever saw make three, including his-own. I
name these as samples of about FFTY errors which I conld point out. I much -
fear dauger fiom a too profuse supply of this work.”

To say nothing in regard to the correctness of Bro. Willson’s Work, his letter
setiles the gnestion as to the correctuess of the mnemonics and the Conzervator
work, and effectually destroys all the pretensions of Bro. Morris as a lecturer,

Brethren: a man must learn to obey, and obey cheerlully, before he can rule
himself or govern others,

I exhort yon, therefure, at once, to yield ready, faithful and hearty obedience to
the expressed will of the Grand Lodge in your Lodge woik.

I have caused the work of Bro. Chambeilin 1o be the staundard, because some
standard must be adopted, and because it seems 10 me, every way, to be to the
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print; clear, easy to learn, and to be the work ordered by the Grand Lodge to be
used,

I now address myself again to the whole Craft: If any Brother or Lodge de-
sires to obtain said Work and Lectures from some Brother ekilled therein, who is
not a lecturer, they may address me to that effect, and if it seems proper, I will
give special authority for that purpose.

The manner of opening and closing a Lodge as taught by Bro. Morris, and the
leading Brethren who taught his work, is strictly and positively forbidden. Let
there be no more calling from labor to refreshment in opening up or closing down.
Let there be no joining of hands in opening or closing either the second or third
degree. Masters and Wardens may exceed the standard opening, in no way
whatever, except in extending the lectures, which they have a right to do.

Let there be no further lecturiug of candidates when taking degrees by ques-
tions and answers, but let the Jectures be given in a clear and narrative form.

1 expect every Master and every Warden upon receiving this address to con-
form at once to the above orders and edicts ; a failure to do so will probably re-
sult in the close of the Lodge until the next Grand Communication.

It any Lodge U. D. fails to comply with this order, I shall at once annul its
Dispensation.’

ELECTION OF LODGE OFFICERS.

Several Lodges have not had elections for one, two, three, four, or five years ;
this must be 8o no longer ; every Lodge must elect and instal newly elected of-
ficers this year, and make return thereof in good time to the Grand Secretary. If
from casualty or other cause, the elections are not held at the proper time, let
application be at once made for a Dispensatiou to hold the election at a very ear-
ly day thereafier—one or more Lodges last year failed to hold their election or
instal their officers, in order to evade the edicts of the Grand Lodge.. This will
not be tolerated in the fature.

. ELECTIONEERING.

The practice of electioneering over Lodge offices should be frowned down by
every Brother, especially the practice of making combinations in order to-elect a -
certain ticket. Each officer should be elected with refereace to his merit and
qualifications for the particular office for which he is a candidate. Any other
course’ will be seen to work harm to.your Lodge in some form. Let me admon-
ish my Bretbren to avoid this practice, and 10 expose it.

INTEMPERANCE.,

~ Itis bad enough 1o have immoral and intemperate men in our Society, without _
electing them 1o office. Elect your best men, and above all, elect no Brother
who will be liable to disgrace his office, or dishonor his Lodge. Intemperance is
a growing and giaut evil—keep intemperate men out of office, and let noinduce-
ment influence you to admit au intemperate man into your Lodges. '

FAITHFUL OF}ICERS.
It is also. well for the Biethrea to select such officers as will act and work in
letter and spirit, in unison with the teachinge, edicis and orders of the G. Lodge.
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If any Brethren are disinclined to learn or practice the work ordered by the G.
Lodge, let others be selected to fill the stations in your Lodges, who will learn
and practice the regular work.,

There is a sort of obedience, that is little short of contempt; there is a sort of
compliance, that is, in effect, defiance and almost contumacy. 1 have seen a
good deal of this during the past year. 1 want 1o see no more of it, and the
remedy lies with the Lodges themselves.

I shall not require written pledges this year in regard to the Conservator’s So-
ciely : every officer elect is required to take the obligation before being install-
ed, and all installing officers are instructed to instal no officer until he has taken
said obligation.

The Grand Secretary will send out with the December Quarterly Circular, a
form of Certificale to be signed by the Secretary, and which will be forwarded
to the Grand Secretary’s Office.

-

OBJECTIONS TO CANDIDATES.

The harmony and work of our Institution has suffered materially in conse-
quence of permitting political differences to influence Brethren in elecling can-
didates, The objections come from all parties, and from all directions. Breth-
- ren! Our Grand Lodge has said that the Lodges have no right 1o interfere in
political or religious matters. Let no differences of a political or religious char-
acter cross your thresholds. In the election of candidates you should be satisfied
that the candidate is physically and mentally fit to be made a Mason, and com-
petent to earu a living. Beyond that, you should be satisfied that the candidate
is a moral and discreet man, a believer in God, a good citizen, a good son, hus-
banil or father, and that he obeys the laws of the land, aud is a friend to good or-
der. Having ascertained that much, I would then cast my ballot as I should
wish him to give his were I in his situation.

ABUSE OF THE BALLOT. -

It is a common opinion that any Brother may say how he voted, and may state
the reasons therefor. Thisshould never be permitted. No Brother has any right
. 80 say how he will or has vated, nor has any Brother-any right to seek by any direct
or indirect means, how any Brother has voted or will vote, or any reasons for his
vote. Soserious has this evil become, that I am determined to close the very first
Lodge that seriously violates the law of the ballot, and bring the matter before
the Grand Lodge. It will be urged that good men are rejected. Beitso. How
come men among you that will reject good men? Seriously reflect that the fault
after all often rests upon the whole Lodge. Besides, it wonld be better to reject
ninety-nine good men, than admit one bad man totke honors of Masonry.

Some of the orders and edicts contained in this address may seem hard ; be as-
sured that they are made in no unfriendly sense ; I must enforce the will of the
Grand Lodge. With rare exceptions, 1 know no difference among Brethren.

We have now over 18,000 members of our Institution in Illinois : nearly 4,000
were initiated during the past year; and we have nearly 400 active Chartered
Lodges. We are second in all these only to New York. We have a splendid
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history in the future ; let ho spirit of animosity, turbulence, disobedience or fan-
cied griefs, stand in our way. Let every Mason feel and appreciate his 1vD1viD-
UALITY ; let the entire Craft in lllinois be oNE.

I have just now visited the Grand Secietary; I am happy to report that his
health is slowly improving, but he is very weak and emaciated ; and unable to
walk or stand alone without support. He has been very low. I found him look
ing after the proof and copy of the Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter Proceedings,
which is more than he should do. 1 fear that his great anxiety to discharge his
duty is & serious bar to his recovery.

ORDER.

Every Master of a Lodge on the receipt of this address is ordered to summon
all the members of his Lodge 1o appear at the next regular communication after
it is received, at which commuuication, it is further ordered that this address be
read in full in open Lodge, and immediately after the disposal of the records and
before any other business is transacted. Every Secretary of a Lodge is hereby
ordered to report immediately to the Grand Secretary, how this order has been
complied with. .

Given under my hand at Freeport, this 17th day of November, A. D. 1864, A.
L. 5864.

THOMAS J. TURNER, Grasp MasTEn.

A STRANGE DECISION IN ILLINOIS.

Among the decisions rendered by the Committee on Jurisprudence of the G.
Lodge of Illinois, published by vs last week, was the following, which sounds
strangely to us :—

“Where a Lodge has expelled a member without notice, it is competent to
reconsider, unless notice has been sent to the Grand Secretary.”

Now, we must confess that we can’t see why, when an evident wrong has
been done by a Lodge, that the officially notifying the Grand Secretary of the
same, should prevent a reconsideration. No Brother, according to Masonic law,
which is Masonic justice, can be expelled without notice. He must not only
have charges regularly preferred agaiust him, but he must also be served with a
copy of them, with a notificatfon of the time appointed for his trial. To proceed
otherwise, would be a mockery of Masonic justice, if not a palpable violation of
Masonic law ; and the Brother so unjustly dealt with, should not be estopped from
having his case reconsidered, because the wrong doers had notified the Grand
Secretary.

We can’t understand the philosophy of it. We think the conclusion of the
Committee on Jurispindence of the Grand l.odge of Illinois illogical, and tend-
.ng to the perpetuation of a wrong doing. We trust the * sober second thought”
will prevail at the next Communication of that Most Worshipful Body.—N. ¥.
Courter.
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Cavirornra. A new Lodge was constitu-
ted at San Francisco on the !91h of Oct. last,
under the name of Excelsior Lodge, No. 166.
The ceremonies were performed by the R.
W. P. G. M. James L. English, Esq., and
the occasion w.as m.de a veryagreeable one.
After the instellation of the new pfficers, the
Brethren formed in procession, and marched
to the Cosmopolitan Hotel, where an ele-
gant banquet had been prepared for them by
the popular landlord of that establishment,
and where they spent a very pleasant, social
evening together. From among the senti-
ments given were the following : —

Our Country—May that loyalty which is
required in the ancient char.es’ . vuc ity
ever continne to be the guiding star on the
pathway of every good and true Freemason,

The Deceased Grand Orator—Rev. Thom-
as ‘Starr King—Amid the joyous festivities
of life, we are often suddenly summoned to
witness the solemnitivs of death. During the
past year a knock was heard at the inner door,
and a voice came,

“Like some old prophet wailing;"”

and it said, “ Thy Brother is dead!” The
Brethren stood amazed. Again the voice
came, louder than hefore—* The golden bowl
- is broken! thy Brother has passed to the
G.Lodge above!” Long may the memory
of his many virtues live in our hearts, and
encourage us in deeds of charity,

Woman—Meek and lowly in her influence.
The dear and necessary companion of the
“ Mystic Tie.”

The following are the Officers of the new
Lodge : —Lawrence C. Owen, W. M.—Geo.
S. Hull, 8. W.—~Thomas Kyle, J. W.—Sey-
mour B, Clark, Treas.— Thomas Y. McNal-
ly, Sec.—Theodore E. Smith, S. D.—Irason
C. Brown, J. D.—Wm: H. Davis, Marshal—
Janies A Brown, Aaron Doud, Stew.—Jas,
Oglesby, Tyler.

On the 18th of the same month, California
Commandery, No. 1, of Knights Templars
held their annual banquet, in honor of the
Graud Cominandery of the State of Cali-
fornia, at the Occidental Hotel,

The magnificent dining hall was brilliantly
illuminated and decorated with the emblems
and standards of the Order, The table wasa
model of taste and elegance, arranged in the
form of a triangle and beautifully decorated
with ornamental confectionery--aimong the
principal pieces of which were a Knight Tem-
plar in full armor, Temple of Liberty, Emb'em
of Parity, Emblem of Vigilance, Magic Foun-
tain, Orange Glace Pyramid, Bechive, &c.

The Officers of the Grand Encampment
were as follows :—Sir Wm. Caldwell Bel-
cher, G. Com—Sir Wm. M. Rundell, D. G.
C.—S8ir Thos. Callow, G. Gen.—Sir Theo.
F. Tracy, G. Capt. Gen.—Sir Heary Hol-
combh Rhees, G. Prelate—Sir Win. W. Tay-
lor, G. S. W.—Sir Charles H. Seymour, G.
J. W.=Sir Elisha W. Bouine, G. Treas.—
Sir Lawrence C. Owen, G. Rec —Sir Wm.
I Knox, G. St. B.—Sir Fred. F. Burss, G.
Sw. B.—Sir Geo. T. Bromley, G. W.--Sir
James Ogelsby, G. Capt. of the Guard..

Sir Lawrence C. Owen was reappointed
Grand Lecturer.

Liserar. We learn that St. Andrew's
Lodge of this city, gave away, in charity, the
last year, the handsome sum of Twentyfive
Hundred and Twen!yfour Dollars, $2,524.

09 The Grand Lodge will hold its Annual
Communication i this city, on Wedaesday,
the 14th iustant, at 2 o’clock, P. M. The
Grand Chapter meets on T'uesday the 13th.

Faox Peav. We have received several
communications from not only the Masonic
Orient of Peru, but from other highly distine
guizhed Masons in that Republie, all of a
lnte date. The importance of some of these
is such, thai we deem it necessary 10 consult
with our mos experienced Brethren before
making them public. We can, however, say
one thing, and that is, that they convey to the
Freemason, who delights in the pursuit of
Masonic knowledge from genuine sources the
most undoubted evidences of a desire 1o co-
operate, and with us, to disown all prelend-'
ers or innovators, 0o matter what may be their
pretensions.—N. Y. Cour.

-




THE POCKET ‘TRESTLE-BDAR,
DIGEST OF MASONIC LAW,

At the request of Brethren interested in preserving the purity of the Wonx,
and maintaining uniformity of Pracrice in the lodges, the undersigned has pre-
pared 8 Pocker EviTioN of the TresTie-Boarp, particularly adupted to aid in
the acquirement of a correct knowledge of the RiTuaL, and subinits it as a Texr
BOOK, ir all respects in strict conformity with the LecTures of ancient Craft

.Mason: 7, as tanght in the oldest and best Lodges in this country since the year

1805 ; aud as being, also, wholly free from the corruptions of mudern charlatan-
ism and itinerant lecturers,

Appended to, and making a part of the Manual, is a carefully prepared and
comprehensive DiGksT of the Laus of the Ledge, which, it is believed, will be
found to be of great practical value, not ouly to the officers, but to the individual
members of the Lodge, who may avail themselves of its teachings. And if
placed in the hands of every candidate, at his initiation, it is not to be doubted
that his ability for usefulness would be thereby inaterially increased.

The work is neatly bound in the pocket-book (tuck) forn. The price is
seventyfive cents a single copy, or eight dollars ($8.00) a dogen. '

It 18 believed that at the above prices, and in view of the amount of matter

-given, and the practical usefulness of the work, it is the cheapest, as it is one of

the most reliable, Masonic Manuals ever offered to the Fraternity.

Orders for the work can be sent directly to the undersigned, or Clark & May
vard, New York—J. B. Lippincott & Co. and Moss & Brother, Philadelphia—
or through any of the large book-houses in the principal cities,—it can also be
sent by mail nt a postage of 3 cents a copy.

CHARLES W. MOORE, Gmnd Secretary,
Ficemasons’ Hall, Boston.

RECOMMENDATIONS,

* Hoston, Feb. 21, 1861.
A Digest or Masaxic Law, by Brother Charres W. Moorr, needs uo other recom-
mendation than his own name. .
I, hawever, the official positions held by the undersigned are considerod as attaching any
additional value to their opmious, or additienal imporiance to their indorsement of the work,
hey most corgisliy give it the henefit of hoth, and recommend 1t 10 all the KFraternity, es|
myuti) the Masons of this jurisdiction, as emphatically a correct, useful, and valua

Winstow Lewis, P. G. M.
Joun ‘I'. Hearn, P. G M.
Wau. D, Coorioge, Grund Master,

I take great pleasure in recommending the above little work to all the Lodges and Brethrea
m this jurisdiciion, as admirably calculated to promote an accurate knowledge of the Rituac.
As a rehah’'e text-hook of Masonic L.aw, 1t should he 1u the hands of every miniate, and
may be profitably viudied ty every Brother desirous of perfecting humselt in Masonic colture,

, Wa. L. Coorivax, G. Muster
Boston, March \9, 1861. of G. L. of Mussachuselta.

- . . Baston, March 26tk, 1861,

My Dear Sin—| was this morning favored with the gift of a ueatly bound copy of your
“ Tresile-Bourd and Digest,” for which plesse accept my acknowledgements.

It is even a hetter and more useful wirk thau I supposed it 10 be when 1 gave it the % jn-
dorsement™ whicn 1s printed under the head of “ recommendations ® ‘I'he **Digest” will be
very uselul to Masters of Lodges, sud, i fact, 1o all who desire 1o know the exact Masonie
law or quesiions ol frequent occurrence 1w the government of Lodges. '

Very traternally yours,
To Cnarres W. Moore, Esq. Joun T. Hearo.

CAPALANIA,
"THE BEST HAIR DYE IN THE WORLD,
Requiring no previous preparation of the hair, and simple in its appli-
cation, and certain in its results ; giving any shade of color desired, from
& light brown to a jet black.
For sale by all the Druggists.




NEW MASONIC MUSIC BOOK

The Masonic Crorr, by Sir Knight J. W. Dadmun.  Arranged for male
voices, by Bro. O. B. Brown. .

This is purely a Masonic Music Book, containing the old standard tunes,
and the best Masonic Odes ; and it is the only book with music fully har-
monised for male voices. It also contains a nnmber of Chants, Marches,
&c., adapted to all the departments of Masonic work. It is printed in
large and beautiful type, bound in cloth, and for the very low price of
88 00 per dozen. A single copy will be sent, free of postage, at the re-

tail price, 75 cents.
" Published, and for sale, by G. D. RUSSELL & COMPANY, 126

Tremont street, (opposite Park street, Boston.) They can also be ob-
tained of the Superintendent of Freemasons’ Hall, L. L. T'arBeLL, Office
No. 10 Summer street, Boston. Oec. 1.

LOCKWOOD & LUMB,
PLUMBERS, |

(ESTABLISHED IN 1848,)
48 Sehool strect, directly opposite new City Hall,

%fvﬁ‘m"' BOSTON.

PENSIONS AND BOUNTIES.

I ensions, Bounties, Back Pay, Prize Money, and all
claims for indemnity against the United States
obtained. No charge unless successful.

B3> Advice gratis. g

Apply in person, or by letler, o
JACOB TODD,
No. 63 State street, Boston.
R:fon by permission to WixnsLow LIWIO\, M. D.; Geo. Srvexs Joxes, U, States

Examining Surgeon; Epwix C. BaiLzy, Esq., Editor of Boston Herald ;
Jous K, Harv, Esq, Bank of North America ; Wx. Paxxuax, Esq.

Nov 1, 1862.

S. A. STETSON & Co.

GAS FITTERS.

Dealers tn Gas and Coal Oud Fixtures, Lamps, &c.
Ornamental Bronzes, in great variety.

Particular attention given to furnishing Masonic Hauis with Fix-
tures and Emblematic Shades. Also, Masonic CANDLESTICKS.

Boston, Jan. 1, 1864. No. 352, Washington St.
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THE NEW TRESTLE-BOARD,

POR THE USE OF

LODGES, CHAPTERS, COUNCILS AND ENCAMPMENTS.
By CHAS. W. MOORE, Epitor or TEE FrEeMasons’ Macazing,

The above is the most popular Masonic Manual ever published in Ameri drka,s
is more extensively used, botlt in this country and Europe, than any similaon 1wo
in existence. It has received the approval and recommendation of nearly every
Grand Lodge, and most distinguished Masons, in the United Stetes. It gives in szol
tematic arrangement, and in a clear and compreheusive manner, all the aid that
such a Manual can properly give, in the work of all the degrees of the Lodge,
Chapter, Council, and Encampment ; together with full Installation Services for
each grade ; the ceremonies for all Public occasions ; and the various forms of pe-
titions, &e.. required in Masonic proceedings. Its extensive use has contributed
more the last ten years to produce uniformity of work and ceremonies among the
Lodges, and other bodies throughout the country, than could have been effected by
any other means. The work is beautifully illustrated with Plates, and is sold at
$14 a dozen, $1 40 single copy. Orders addressed to the editor of this Magazine,
will receive prompt attention. Or it may be had through any of the prinéipal
Booksellers.

The Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of California, recommended in his ad-
dress, before that body in May last, as a Text-book, the *“ New Masonic Trestle-
Board,” remarking : * I will not go so far as to say that it bas no equal, but I feel
no hesitation in recording my belief that it has never had a superior.”

. RECOMMENDATION,
Resolved, That) the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts recommend the * TresrLE-
Boarp," 8s a work embodying all the essentials of a Mauual of Ancient Craft Ma
sonry ; and in preference to all other similar works, it especially sanctions to the
subordinate Lodges under its jurisdiction, the use of this most excellent compend of
the principles and ceremonies of the Order.
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DEATH OF THE OLD YEAR—BIRTH OF
THE NEW,

It is, in every sense, a good thing for us that certain regularly recurring
epochs and anniversaries, instituted, in some cases, by the order and
course of Nature—in others, by the events of History and the appoint-
ment of man—bring us to a pause and stand still, as it were, amid the
hurry and pressure of the passions, ambitions, speculations aud enterpri-
ses of what is called the ‘¢ business of life,”” and force us to look back re-
flectingly on the progress of the Past, and to look forward thoughtfully
and anxiously to the prospects of the Future. The close of the Old year
and the opening of the New, form conjointly one of these thought-exci-
ting epochs, commanding the restless energy of human activity and hu-
man aspirations, to be still, to rest for a litlle while, submissive and sub-
dued—and to listen with patient docility to the suggestions and the les-
sons of Time, and yet more of that All-powerful and eternal Providence,
of which even Time itself is but the instrument and servant. The month,
whose close we have just witnessed, and that whose opening morning
sheds its light over this first of January, are both crowded with associa-
tions and subjects for reflective and prospective thought, to which our at-
tention may be no less profitably, than wisely devoted. So many and
multifarious indeed are these associations, especially in such eventful
times as the present, that the chief difficulty seems to be which we shall
select, as the most important and the most likely to be fraught with bene-
fit to our readers and ourselves. Following then a course, which we have

9
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often found to be the best and readiest solution of a difficulty of this na-
ture, we shall not attempt to mark and map out a regular route for our re-
marks, terminating in a particular goal—or, in other words, to deduce, in
a logical and connected course of argument, certain inferences and con-
clusions from the data that we find before us, but rather will we give free
reins to mind and pen, and jot down currente calamo the thoughts that are
suggested to us of the Past, the Present,and the Future, by the two
month-names, December and January—the Death-month of the Old Year,
and the Birth-month of the New. And in regard to the former, and the
memories and associations that it forcibly calls up, how truly does a Poet
Brother of our Order say, in those touchlng lines of his, entitled ¢ Retro-
spect”—

“ How many years are ﬂed—-

How’many friends are dead !

Alas, how fast

The Past hath past—
How speedily life hath fled !

Thoughts and things each day
Seem to be fading away ;

Yet this is, [ wot,

Their lot to be not
Continuing in one stay.

A mingled mesh it seems

Of facts and fancy’s gleams ;—
I scarce have power
From hour to hour

To separate things from dreams.

Darkly, as in a glass,
Like a vain shadow they pass,

Their ways they wend

And tend to an end >
The goal of life, alas !

Alas! And wherefore so —
Be glad for this passing show !
The world and its lust
Back must to their dust,
Before the soul can grow !”’

We are, as our readers know, fond of examining the etymology and
history of words, believing that thereby we pursue one of the surest and
safest paths to the knowledge of things or facts. Let us deal thus with
the name * December.”

How many words are there in almost hourly use amongst us, whose
real meaning we entirely overlook, precisely from the fact of their being
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% familiar to us. This remark probably applies, in the case of many
persons, to the names of the months ; nor are they aware that even the
mame * December,”” contains in itself a historic record of an important
change in the Calendar ; and, now that the year consisis of twelve months,
this title, derived from decemter, and meaning the texth month, is, in fact,
a misnomer. When, as was the case before the Julian Reform of the
Calendar, the Roman year began with March, December was really the
lenth month, as November was the ninth, and October the eighth, as also
the two months whose names were changed in honor of Julius and of Au-
gustus Cazesar, were alsc then correctly styled Quinctilis, or the fifih
month, and. Seztilis, or the sizth. In this, as in many other instances, the
old Anglo-Saxon term is much more expressive than the Roman one. Our
Anglo-Saxon forefathers called December * winter-monat,” or winter
month. They also called it Mid winter-monath, and guil erra, which last
name means the former, or first, guil. The Feast of Thor, which was
celebrated at the Mid winter solstice, was called guil, from ol, or al,
which signified ale, and is now corrupted into yule.

There are many very interesting associations connected with December,
both in a religious and a social point of view, and more especially to
hearts and minds that delight in cherishing the memory at least of the
English customs of the olden time. Winter now sets in fully with his
biting blasts, and drifting snow, and nipping frosts ; and while those blest
with ample means protect themselves by warm and comfortable clothing
out of doors, and in the evening gather cosily and cheerily around the _
bright blazing fire—for furnace and register ever seem to us to be utterly
discordant with the idea of Christmas—they will not, if there be anything
of Masonic or Christian principle in their hearts, be forgetful of the poor
ones who have no such means of warding off the cold—whose ‘¢ home is
desolate, and hearth-stone cold”—to whom December, with its bleak winds
and chilling frosts, is a name of dread, because they know it will be asea-
son fraught with suffering to themselves and their little ones, unless Chris-
tian charity and sympathy come to their relief.

Intimately associated in every way with this feeling of sympathy and
compassion for the poor, are all the thoughts called up in the Christian,
and, let us add,in the Masonic heart, by the great Christian Festival,
which sheds such a bright and blessed radiance over the latter part of this
month of December. CamisTMAs, the Anniversary of the Great Redeem-
er's Birth, is not only properly and justly celebrated as the great high Fes-
tival of the Church, but also as a time which should be rightfully devoted
to social rejoicings, and the cultivation and exercise of Charity—* good
will to man, and glory to God.” What heart not utterly ungrateful, har-
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dened, and depraved, but must desire, and deem it an act of duty, to show
compassion and mercy to others, at a time when that most inestimable
gift of God’s mercy to fallen, suffering man came down from Heaven to
Earth. And into whatever errors parts of the Christian Church may,
from time to time, have lapsed, we, of whatever Christian denomination
we may be, owe'the fathers of that Church a deep debt of gratitude for
the establishment of this Festival and its joyous and benevolent associa-
.tions. The cares of business and trials of life inevitably tend to harden
man’s heart, to deaden his spiritual nature, and to keep his thoughts and
feelings runningin the stern, straight iron groove of earthly selfishness.
Well is it then that this and other Festivals come round at regular periods
to rouse him up from this sluggish and selfish dream to a waking, living
consciousness of his higher destiny and holier duty. Above all, well is it
that he should be brought by this Holy Feast to reflect more fully on the
immense, the incalculable claims upon his grateful adoration, which were
established by the Almighty Father and God of Love on the first Christ-
mas Day, unlil with a heart purified from the corruptions and cankering
cares of earth,and filled with holy and humble thankfulness, he is ready
to sing ' '
¢t Come; let us join to sing of Jesus’ love;
Sing how he left his throne above ;
Came down on earth, a man by birth,

Then died upon the tree
And brought Salvation—endless, rich, and free!

Sing how He burst the barriers of the grave,

And rose in trinmph guilty man to save :—
Ascended high, no more to die,

But seated on His Throne

Mid Angel choirs our worthless names to own !"

We have often, in speaking of Charity, endeavored to show that much
was included in the meaning of that term besides mere giving—that the
¢ Charity * inculcated by the Masonic, no less than the Christian Law, em-
braces also the cultivation of those kindly feelings, and the exercise of
those benevolent courtesics, which are so fully summed up in the Divine
precept, * Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” But the Christmas
season is one that peculiariy calls for the practical Charity of * giving.”
As wé have received freely, so are we bound freely to give. It was in the
harsh and threatening winter of man’s spiritual year, when the fierce storms
of sin seemed about to overwhelm him, that the Lord of Christmas came
to his rescue and relief—and shall we hesitate to bring what relief we can

. to those suffering from the inclemency and trials of earth’s natural Winter ?
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Nay, rather shall we foolishly and wickedly deprive ourselves of the joy
that always springs from a right exercise of this practical Charity !

In this connection there recurs to our mind a beautiful passage in the
writings of the Rev. Mr. Sherwood in reference to the * blessedness of giv-
ing.” ¢ There is no man really so poor, as he who multiplies the means
of life, and knows not how to use them, so as to make himself and others
happy. His wealth is all in dust, which will one day be scattered to the
winds, when it might be converted by him into the blessings of many ready -
to perish, and a name which is as ointment poured forth, The life of such
an one is as barren of good as the desert which drinks in the rain and the
sunshine, but gives back no verdure or fertility. With the means of mak-
ing himself and others happy, he lives only to be depised and useless. He
does nothing to eurich the earth ; he only encumbers it. His mission has
no mercy in it, no sympathy, no ministries of good ; it is only and utterly
selfish. The poor never bless him—the fatherless never look up to him—
the widow’s tears and thanks never reward him. His name, which he
might have embalmed in a thousand grateful hearts, is spoken and remem-
bered only in sorrow, if not in execration. And though his wealth may
rear a splendid monument over his ashes, and emblazon on it a high-
sounding epitaph, yet will it only serve to invite the finger of scorn, and
posterity will pronounce him—*¢ Creation’s blank—Creation’s blot.”

“That man is truly rich and happy who has a heart to give freely of what
he hath to the cause of human happiness. He may of his abundance be
able to give his thousands and tens of thousands. But, if you have only
the widow’s two mites to give, you shall have the reward. No man was
ever the poorer for what he gave from a benevolent feeling to promote God’s
glory on the Earth, aud advance human happiness. And it is only when
we give 0 as lo jeel it—give so as to call the spirit of self-denial into ac-
tion—give so as to bring the soul into sympathy with the Cross, that we
experience the full luxury of giving—the value of property as a means of
noble happiness. There it is that the increase, a thousand fold, returns
into our own heart, and the two mites of pious sacrifice swell into a great
blessing and a precious memorial.” These words so full of truth and elo-
quence must powerfully commend themselves to every generous, every
Christian, every Masonic heart. And here we deem it by no means beside
or beyond our proper sphere of duty to earnestly commend to all our
 Brethren a more than ordinary attention to the exercise of this practical

Charity during this present transition season from the death of the Old
Year to the birth of the New, so that they may help to make the latter in-
deed a ¢ happy New Year ” to many, who would otherwise have no means
of securing comfort and happiness for themselves. The high price of all

L 4
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.the necessaries of life must make this winter ane.of mueh more than ordi-
nary trial to the poer, * who are ever with us,” and just now in increased
and increasing numbers. More than ordinary benevolence and Charity
therefore is called. for and is due from, those whom a kind Providence has
blest with comfort, competence and wealth. Our Brethren, inspired with
the impulse of Masonic Charity, will no doubt readily discern, each for
himself, appropriate opportunitiesand chanuels for its exercise, and instead
.of dwelling further, in our own words, on a theme, which every Masonic.
heart will promptly think—teel—and act out for itself—we will content
ourselves with. adding some touching and suggestive lines from the same
Mason-Poet from whom we have already quoted—

¢ The homes of the poor are o’erclouded with night ;
Poverty's sisters are Care and Disease ; :
. And the hard wrestler in life’s up-hill fight.
Faints in the battle and dies by degrees!
Then let his Brother stand forth in his strength,
Like the Samaritan, swift to procure,
Comfort and balm for his struggles at length,
Pouring in peace on the homes of the poor.

Oh.! there is much to be done, and that soon—
Classes are standing asunder, aloof ;
Hasten, Benevolence, with the free boon,
Falling as sunshine on Misery’s roof!
Hasten, good stewards of a bountiful Lord,
Greatly to imitate Him evermore,
Binding together in blessed accord
The halls of the rich with the homes of the poor.”

We have lingered so long on thoughts mainly connected with the close
of the old year and with Christmas, that we have little space left for Jan-
uary and the opening of the new year. But ungracious and ungrateful
would it be to offer no word of welcome to the young heir of Time, who
comes to-day to succeed to his Father's place and power and heritage,
and especially having regard to the momentous issues, not only national
but world-wide, which are just now suspended in the balances of Provi-
dence and Time, is it impossible to regard the Birth of this NEw YEaAr as

" any other than a most eventful epoch in the history of Humanity ? In all
human probability the events of this year—1865—will have a most mighty
influence, as well over the future fortunes of our country, as over the
great common cause of Liberty, Civilization and Progress throughout all
Christendom. Dull and unfeeling must be the heart that can look forward
to such serious and sclemn eventualities without deep anxiety, or that can
fail or forget to pray that it may indeed be a good-year—not only to our

L .
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kinsmen, Brethren, friende and ourselves, but to our Fatherland—to Free-
dom—to the cause of Truth and Right the world all over! Anxious we
are and must be, but not doubtful, and it is with the confidence of un-
wavering hope we welcome this * youngest born of Time” in the poet’s
words—

¢ His manhood shall be blissful and sublime
With stormy sorrows and severest pleasures ;
And his crowned age upon the top of Time
Shall crown kim great in glories, rich in treasures,
The sun is up, the day is breaking,
Sing ye sweetly, draw anear—
Immortal be the New-born Year,
And blessed be his waking !”

The month of January took itsname from the Roman deity Janus, the
god of gates and avenues, who was symbolically represented as holding
a key in his right band and a rod in his left, to indicate his opening and
ruling the year. Sometimes also we find him bearing the number 300 in
one hand, and 65 in the other, making together the total of the year's
days. Our Anglo-Saxon forefathers had a more practical and-expressive
name for this month. They called it the ¢ Wolf-monat,” or Wolf-month,
because at this season the wolves of the ancient forests, rendered savage
and daring by hunger, now that the smaller and weaker animals on which
they had been wont to prey had either perished by cold or fled to other
regions, used to prowl forth and attack man himself. At a later period
the Saxons called the month “ Aefter-yula,” or After-Christmas. In the
illuminated missels or prayer books of the early English Church, January
was often represented as an old man with fagots, or a woodman’s axe,
shivering and blowing his fingers—a symbolic picture, to which Spencer
was perhaps indebted for the graphic sketch in his * Faerie Queene”—

¢ There came old January, wrapped well,

In many weeds to keep the cold away ;

Yet did he quake and quiver like to quell,

And blowe his nayles to warm them if he may ;
For'they were numbed, with holding all the day
An hatchet keene, with which he felled wood,
And from the trees did lop the needless.spray.”

It is, we think, a matter of no small regret that as yet, the birth of the
New Year is not celebrated and welcomed in New England, as it is in -
many parts of Europe, more particularly Scotland, or even as it is in our
sister city of New York. There is an appropriateness in hailing with joy
and gratitude the dawn of another year—the benignant gift from the great
Creator’s bounty of a further period of probation, wherein we may per-
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chance redeem the Past, and prepare for that Future, in which old and
new shall be terms unknown, and in which all the chances and changes of
this earthly life shall have merged forever in the vast, unchanging ocean
of Eternity. )

The tendency of our daily life, with all its cankering cares, its restless
strivings, its eager avarice and its bold ambition, is so strongly in the di-
rection of the material, the practical, the earthly and the selfish, that we
believe a return to many of the customs of * our good forefathers’ times,”
and especially to the celebration, in a right spirit and becoming manner,
of the old anniversaries, around whose names cluster so many sweet and
pleasant memories, even in the minds of us, their puritan descendants,
would form a most beneficial and blessed counterpoise to this earth-grub-
bing, money-getting, materialistic spirit that is daily asserting its powers
more widely and more openly over our age and country. Let us, then,
at all events, as members of the great Brotherhood of Love, hail and wel-
come the birth of this New YEAR, with lively gratitude—let us endeavor,
each and all in our respective sphere of life and action, to render it a good
and happy year to those around us, to labor and strive that it may be to
them and to us, not only a new year of the body’s passing time, but of the
growth in Charity, purity and love of the soul’s enduring immortality !
And let us pray that, as its morning sun arises amid the noise of far ex-
tending battlefields, and all the terrific storm of civil strife, its evening rays
may rest sweetly and calmly upon a country restored to happiness and
peace : and once more at union with itself. To that beloved country we
would say in the Psalmist’s words—

“ May Peace within thy sacred walls
A constant guest be found,
With plenty and properity
Thy palaces be crowned !”

MASONIC BALL AT CONSTANTINOPLE.

Nor the least noticeable of the entertainments given at carnival time in Con-
stantinople was the annual Masonic Ball at the Palais de Crystal. The arrange-
ments were superintended by the Italian, Oriental, Bulwer, Union P Orient,
Deutscher, Bund, and Germania Lodges. After vocal music by the Italian artists
of the Theatre, dancing was ¢ommenced, and was kept up untll daylight began
to dawn, Some fantasias on the piano were admirably executed by Mr. Jorry,
the Hungarian Pianist. The attendance numbered fully five hundred, and after
defraying all expenses, a substantial sum will remain for the furtherance of the
benevolent object for which the Ball was given.— Levant Herald.
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ST.STEPHEN’'S HOME—OR, MISSION TO
THE POOR.

Wk had intended to have devoted some space in our last number to commend-
ing the claims of this excellent institution, conducted by our worthy and self-sac-
rificing Brother, the Rev. E. M. P, Wells, D. D, Although we were prevented
from asking for that very deserving charity a liberal * Christmas Box,” we
do most earnestly urge our Brethren, and not only them, but all our citizens Who
desire to assist in zelieving real want and suffering in a wise and effective way,
1 combine in presenting a generous * New Year’s Gift » to the exhausted Treas-
ury of St. Stephen’s Home, or Mission to the Poor. .

We have had no small experience in our official capacity in supplying assist.
ance to the poor and needy, and therefore feel competentto form a pretty correct
judgment of the requirements necessary for such a duty ; need we unhesitatingly

. 88y, a8 we often have said, that we believe Brother Wells makes ten dollars go as
far in the real and practical relief of distress, as almost any other man we know
of could make twenty. St. Stephen’s Mission is much in want of help this win- .
ter—its worthy manager has given up to it all his own income—but, mainly ow-
ing to the dear prices of necessaries, the funds of the Institution are, at the present
moment, quite inadequate to the performance of the good work, which it has
hitherto sustained. We cordially commend to the perusal of all, this year’s Re-
port of the St. Stephen’s Mission to the Poor,* from which we cite one or two
brief extracts, and, did our own limits admit, would gladly give more of the con-
tents of so truly Christian and Masonic document :—*¢ T