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FREEMASONS’

MONTHLY MAGAZINE.

Vor. XXI. NOVEMBER 1, 1861. No. 1.

INTRODUCTION TO OUR TWENTYFIRST
VOLUME.

THe present number commences the one and twentieth yearly volume
of the Freemasons’ Monthly Magazine, and we feel that on the present,
oven more than on former occasions, the anniversary ought not to be
passed unnoticed by us. Twentyone years mark an important era in the
life of man, limiting, as it does, under our constitutional law, the period
when ench citizen attains his full rights as a man and a member of our
glorious system of self-government. Before he has arrived at that age,
he is still, in the eyes of the Law, a child, unqualified for the discharge
of the citizen’s duties, whether in regard to public affairs or to private
property. He is still ¢ under charge of tutors and governors.” It is far
otherwise, however, with a periodical publication, especially in these days
of light and often very evanescent literature, when it is no uncommon oc-
currence for twenty or thirty literary children, full apparently of strength
and life and vigor, to be born in tho spring and perish in the autumn of a

single year, too rapidly realizing the poet’s description of the unstable lot
of man, who
% To-day puts fort®?

The tender leaves of hope ; to-morrow blossoms,

And bears his blushing honors thick upon him;

The third day comes a frost, a killing frost,

And—when he thinks, good easy man, full surely

His greatness is a-ripening—nips his root,

And then—he falls !

Putting aside, however, these more ephemeral publications, it is a fact
familiar to all, that ten years is a good average duration for.any periodical
work at the present day, and any work which has attained that age, has

1



2 INTRODUCTION.

established its claim to be reckoned among what Xenophon would call the
the Tshews ardgeo, or * full-grown men” of the Republic of Letters.
There is, therefore, nothing immodest or presumptuous in our accepting
the fact of an existence—and that with vigor as (resh to-day as it was
twenty years ago—of more than double that length of time, as a proof
of a want widely and deeply felt, and well and faithfully supplied. Itis
also a proof, and a very forcible one, of the steady progress and increasing
strength of Masonry, and the more general and more correct appreciation
by the public at large of its pure principles and benevolent, humanizing
character.

Of the felt deficiency of Masonic publications, when we entered upon
this field, we have recently spoken. Of the manner in which we have
endeavored to supply that deficiency we feel restrained from speaking so
freely, lest our readers should be inclined to suspect us of egotism and
vanity. And yet we know such a fear on our part to be ungenerous and
unjust towards our Brethren, whose cheering words and wishes have ever
been so ready to help us along our course of by no means light or easy
duty, and to smooth before us the rugged places of the path. They
know, and they have testified again and again to the industry and fidelity,
with which we have perseveringly endeavored to fulfil the responsible task
which we thus assumed nearly a quarter of a century ago. And our own
heart assures us,as we look back with a searching eye over the memories
and records of the past, that, whatever have been the deficiencies and
shortcomings of this Masonic Magazine, they have arisen solely from
error of judgment, not from lack of care or dishonesty of purpose. We
have striven to make the publication worthy of our Order—worthy of be-
ing honored with a place in every library as a work of standard reference
on all matters of Masonic interest. We have diligently sought informa-
tion from all sources and authorities, ancient and modern—and, above all,
it has been our constant desire and rule, at all times and on all occasions,
to speak * the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth,” firmly
and unflinchingly, though at the same time in the spirit of Brotherly love
and kindness. To this record of the past career of the Masonic Monthly
Magazine our Brethren will, we feel assured, bear prompt and generous
testimony : as they will also to the fact that we have ever faithfully and
firmly striven to maintain against every encroachment and violation the
AncienT Lanomagks of our Order, on whose sacred preservation we be-
lieve the stability and usefulness and honor of MasoNEy mainly to de-
pend : and also to inculcate the constant exercise, in every phase and
circumstance of public and private life, of that spirit of benevolence and
brotherly kindness, the full and free working of which is one of the surest
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tests of our being Masons, not alone by the initiation of the Ritual, but
by the inspiration of the love of God and man into our hearts.

In our last number we felt it to be a duty to state with somewhat of
plainness, the position in which we were placed, showing the sacrifices
that had been already made by us, and the need of increased support to
save us from incurring such a further amount of loss as would involve a
breach of duty to those having the nearest and most sqlemn claims upon
us. If that appeal has not yet added any such number to our subscription
list, as would balance the loss sustained within the last year by the with-
drawal of so many Southern subscriptions and the stoppage of communi-
cation between North and South, still it has been the means of calling
forth many kind and brotherly expressions of sympathy and support,
which have been a most welcome consolation and counterbalance to the
trials that we, in common with all our countrymen—professions, classes,
or individuals—have had lately to undergo.

When considering, therefore, whether we would still continue the pub-
lication of this Magazine, we felt that we must not regard the subject
from any narrow or selfish point of view, but chiefly from the two broad
stand points of Love to our Country, and Lovk to our Orber. Has the
Monthly Masonic Magazine done any good service to these two great and
noble principles and causes? Cauo it still serve them in any degree, how-
ever feeble? These were the questions we put to ourselves, and our
heart and conscience have answered vss to both.

Masonry, as we have shown in recent numbers, is presented, in the
events of the unhappy Civil War which is now distracting these once so
happy United States, with a wide field for the exercise of divine principles
and that active charity, of which it is the great exponent and advocate.
The more widespread the suffering and misery entailed on the nation
and on individuals by this wicked war, all the more urgent is the call
for the great heart of Masonry to expand and pour forth in more rapid
circulation and in freer flow, the life-blood of its charity throughout the
land! As we have shown on former occasions, the Masonic Order has
now attained a standard of strength and reputation unequalled in any
former time, and the fact seems to us a sufficient proof that there is some
great and important work for it to do. In God’s moral Universe no great
agency is created or permitted but for some adequate object, and such an
agency as this—so beneficent, so powerful, and so all-pervading—has not
been, we solemnly believe, allowed to reach so high a point of stability
and power without having allotied to it a proportionate sphere of useful
and effective action. May MasonrRy—may every Mason realize this
fact—rise to the proper sense of his high and solemn duty, and now, in
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this dark trial-hour of his country, strive to cheer that darkness and alle-
viate the trial, by a faithful cultivation and exercise of true Masonic
CaariTy and MEgcy !

Circumstances and the wise action of the Grand Lodges of the several
States, have already paved the way for the cultivation of the Masonic
spirit in the army, by the establishment of a large number of Lodges in
the different regiments. Since the breaking out of the Rebellion, about
forty Lodges have, upon the receipt of petitions duly and properly drawn
up, been opened in the army of the United States. It would be super-
fluous to point out what a great source of comfort these must be to our
Brethren, who are bravely risking life and limb in defence of their country
and its Constitution. The lessons of the Lodge will also tend to keep
alive and vigorous that spirit of charity, for which the camp and the battle-
field are likely, alas! to afford only too many painful opportunities of
exercise. Viewed even in this light alone, we consider the establishment
of these Lodges to be a just cause of satisfaction and congratulation, not
only to all the members of our Brotherhood, but to the army and country
at large—to our misguided foes as well as our staunch and loyal friends.

There is also another point of view not to be disregarded. The effec-
tive strength of an army greatly depends on its perfect discipline, and its
unanimity of spirit. The iron sway of a strict conmander may ensure
the former, but Love is a mightier power than FEag, and love alone can
fully secure the latter. In the monarchical countries of Europe, where
the masses are, for the most part, less enlightened and educated than with
us, it is deemed unsafe to admit private soldiers to membership in the
army Lodges. With us there is no such restriction, nor any need of it.
Education is universal in these States, and many of our privates are as
well-informed and as cultivated in mind as their officers ; and are therefore
fully fitted to meet them on brotherly terms of association in the Lodge.
And this association, so far from weakening the ties of military discipline,
will greatly strenghten them, for, in the first place, RESPECT and OBEDIENCE
to AUTHORITY are amongst the most essential rules and' principles of Ma-
sonry, so that the true Mason can never be an insubordinate soldier : and,

“secondly, how greatly must the soldier’s courage be stimulated and his
hand and heart strengthened, as he marches on to the field on which
awaits him

“ A quick death or glorious victory,”
when he knows that in the Colonel and the Captain who are leading him
and his companions on, he has not commanders only, but friends and
BreTHREN !
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UNION LODGE, NANTUCKET.

Tais is one of the oldest, as it is one of the most respectable I.odges
in Massachusetts. It received its Charter in May, 1771, and has conse-
quently been in existence ninely years: and it is a remarkable circum-
stance that it to-day holds the same relative rank among the Lodges in the
State that it held on the day of its inauguration in 1771, viz. : number '
JSive. This is to be accounted for by the fact that several of the earlier
Lodges had previously ceased to exist, while others, located out of the
State, though within the jurisdiction, were subsequently transferred to
the roll of other Grand Lodges. We have not the meabns at hard of
sketching even a brief history of the *island Lodge,” but our impression
is that it has never atany period of its existence ceased to hold its regular
monthly meetings : and we are quite certain that there are few, if any,
Lodges in the jurisdiction, located within fifty miles of Boston, that have
been so often represented in the Grand Lodge, or more punctual in the
payment of their quarterly dues. This is the more creditable to the
Lodge, when it is remembered that Nantucket is something more than a
hundred miles from Boston and about thirty from the main land, and that
until within a very few vears past several days were required to perform
the journey between the two places.

The communication is now by railroad and steamboat; and at the pro-
per scason of the year the trip is a very agreeable one. At least we
found it so in a recent excursion there, in company with the M. W. Grand
Master. The passage across the * sound” is performed by a staunch
and well-appointed steamer in about two hours and a quarter, and in a
smooth sea is a delightfully pleasant sail, though we can readily imagine
that it may occasionally be otherwise to persons of a billious tempera-
ment.

The island is about fifteen miles in length and from three to five in
width. The town is pleasantly situated at the head of a fine harbor, on
the north shore, and contains, we think, about six thousand inhabiiants,
the whole population of the island being between eight and nine thousand.
It bears evidence of having once been a flourigshing and prosperous place ;
but the falling off of the whale fisheries has seriously affected it in all its
business relations. The great fire of 1846, which swept away the largest
- part of the business section of the town, destroying about a million of
dollars in property, was a calamity from which the island has never re-
covered ; and if we add to these the heavy losses sustained by the more
wealthy and business men of the place, by the French cruisers, for which
our own Government has never yet been honest enough to award any in-
demnity, we need not look further for the reasons for the present un-
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promising condition of the business character of the place. But notwith-
standing all these misfortunes and drawbacks, the people seem to be
comfortable livers and contented. We understand they are turning their
attention to manufacturing and agricultural pursuits. The soil, to the eye
of the stranger, does not hold out any very strong indications of success
in the latter business, though we are told very good crops are obtained
from it.

In the evening of the day of our arrival on the island we met the
Brethren at the Lodge-room. The attendance was large, and our re-
ception cordidl. Having been introduced into the Lodge, the W. Master,
Brother Robinson, addressed the M. W, Grand Master as follows :—

Most Worshipful Grand Master—Partaking largely in that feeling of respect and
regard which is so justly due, and is so universally entertained for the distinguished
head of our ancient and honorable Order in our beloved Commonwealth, who, with
such untiring fidelity and zeal, with sach credit to himself and benefit to the Craft
in general, so successfully performs the important and responsible duties of his
honorable and exalted office, we would beg leave to express to you our high ap-
preciation of the honor conferred upon us by this agreeable visit, and the satisfac-
tion it gives us as an evidence of your favorable consideration and regard ; and we
would hereby most cordially extend to you a sincere and bearty welcome.

In justice to ourselves, permit me to say, Most Worshipful, that during the past
year we have passed through a season peculiarly depressing in its influences upon
the prosperity of Masonry in all sections of our State, to a greater or less degree,
but especially so among us here. The great and terrible National crisis which is
upon us, is of itself sufficient to retard the progress of the Order, and when we add
to tbis the local influences bearing upon us in the constant and rapid decline of our
business resources as a town, it may afford some excuse should we be compelled to
confess to some falling off or suspension of interest in the Lodge, and consequently
some degree of inefficiency in its working condition.

We trust, therefore, Most Worshipful, that under all the circumstances, without
going farther into detail, you will be pleased to look leniently upon whatever may
seem to detract from or lessen our claim to that degree of working efficiency, to
which we bave heretofore felt entitled, by your cheering words of encouragement
upon a former occasion, as well as by the credit awarded us by our lamented Bro.
Baxter, late D. D. G. M. for this Masonic district. But although our working-tools
may bave grown somewhat rusty and dull from lack of work, we trust the valuable
lessons they symbolize and inculcate will ever continue to be our rule and guide,
and that when we meet you again it will be under happier auspices, and under
brighter skies,

And to you, Right Worshipful Brother Moore, as Grand Secretary of the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts, ** known and read of all” Masons, if not of *‘ all men,” we’
would also offer our warmest greeting and welcome upon this your first visit to our
Lodge, and to our sea-girt island home.

Permit me to add also, that although but few of us have before had the privilege
of meeting with you in person, yet knowing of your long and valuable services as
an officer of the Grand Lodge ; of your deep research and extensive information
upon all matters of Masonic history and jurisprudence ; of the invaluable additions
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to the literature of the Order which have emanated from your pen ; in a word, of
your long continued and faithful devotion to the cause of Masonry, we find it hard
to convince ourselves that this is indeed the first time we bave met.

We therefore greet you with the welcome, not only of Brethren of the Order,
but of old acquaintance and friendship,~and we would express the earnest hope
that the day may still be far distant in the future which shall deprive the Grand
Lodge of the services of so able and efficient an officer, and the Fraternity at large
of the counsels and assistance of so worthy and faithful a member.

Responses to the above were made by the visitors,and brief and appro-
priate addresses were made by Judges Marston and Day, (who were in
attendance on the Superior Court,) and by members of the Lodge : among
the latter were several who had been Masons from thirty to forty years ;
one, we think, fiftysix years. The meeting was an exceedingly interest-
ing one, and we cannot doubt that it was also a profitable one, to both the
Lodge and visitors. The hall is neat, comfortable and convenient, and
we could discover no reason why the Brethren should not enjoy their
meetings, and feel a just pride in the continued prosperity and excellent
condition of their ancient and respectable Lodge.

STROLLS AMONG THE WORKMEN.
' ) NO. 5.
OFFICE SEEKKING.

Dear Bro. Moore—The ambitious office seeker violates the moral teachings of
Freemasonry and perverts Masonic emulation. The success and perpetuity of
Freemasonry depend, not so much upon the zeal and activity of its membership,
in the ordinary routine of work imposed by the Ritnal, as upon the faithfulness
and assiduity with which its moral teachings are inculcated and carried out into
practice. These instructions embrace the fundamental principles of the Order
and impart to it the health, vitality and power which constitote its grandeur. To
be effective in producing rich clustered fruits and consequences equal to the
bigh expectations of its friends, these moral principles should not only be the
rule and guide of our conduct, but should be cherished with the most assiduous
care. It is among this particular class of duties that the finer feelings of our
nature are called into requisition, and in which we are enjoined to emulate each
other i our work and deportment—divesting ourselves entirely of all selfish
pereonal considerations, thus merging the feelings of the man in the Mason.

This precept encourages a well governed anxiety to excel others in love and

_kind offices while endeavoring 1o beautify and adorn the moral edifice. With-
out doing violence to this principle of emulation, its spirit may be expanded as
to embrace many of the various iucidents occurring in the course of a Mason’s
experience. Should attainments and qualifications manifest themselves in
others superior to our own, this spirit enables us to magnify their labors and ex-
tend to such our hearty co-operation and support, willingly retiring from a con-
tention with them for preference and favor. The same spirit induces a feeling
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of gratification that olhers are found preferable and more capable than ourselves
of fulfilling the duties imposed by the office and really to enjoy their elevation.
Such is true Masonic emulation, and is the character of a contention suggested
by the natural impulses of a simple-hearted Mason, who holds the wellare of the
initiation above his own personal exaliation.

Notwithstanding this principle pervades the moral structure of Freemasonry,
and is peifectly consistent with its wise and well-digested landmarks and regula-
tious, and by symbols, and otherwise, solem!ly impressed upon the’mind and heart
of every candidate passing it portals and merging from the lesser to the more
compiehensive knowledge of its beauties and grandeur, it is, nevertheless, often
lost sight of or entirely disregarded by those of our Brethren whose extreme
anxiely 1o possess the emblem of authority leads them, willingly, to sacrifice all
moral restraints and personal refinement. It is this morbid anxiety for office that
has entailed upon the Ocder many of the existing evils it has to contend with,
and which more or less affect its high moral standard. There is no abuse to
which the Iustitution is subjected, or errors which find their way in among us,
more pernicious in their tendencies and effects, than this one of personal
aggrandizement. It loosens the ties of fraternal regard and impairs the open-
hearted candor which characterizes the Brotherbood in their relations 1o each
otherand to their respective Lodges. Although its indulgence may not positively
oppose any formal general regulation, it does, notwithstanding, come in conflict
with the moral teachings of the Order, and will prove subversive of those leading
social affinities which secure the happiness and prosperity of a Lodge.

This morbid propensity for office in Masonry is not only a peraicious evil, but
a most vital one. Its gratification involves necessarily many of the most delicate
points in its moral structure. It carries the ambitious Brother beyond a legiti-
mate emulation into a positive strife for place, regardless of the means necessary
to its success. He seems willingly, by artifice or otherwise, to supplant his
Brother in office or in the estimation and a¥ections of his Brethren ; undermining
instead of strengthening him, and backbiting instead of extolling and comforting
him. Those persons whose unholy aspirations lead them in this direction find
no impeachment an impassable barrier and no device, howsoever startling in
deformity, too hideous for their embrace. They are all things to all men, zeal-
ous, humble, amiable, affable and benevolent, each in its turn as circumstances
may require. They are excessively active in all the business details of a
Lodge, taking a general supervision, busy with everybody’s business, and offi-
cions in every office. They intrude their opinion upon every topic, and so
anxious are they to occupy a conspicuous position and gain notoriety, that they
are oftentimes led inlo most extravagant absurdities.

I have already intimated that the ambitious propensities of some of our mis-
guided Brethren induce a line of conduct incompatible with the refined princi-
ples of a gentleman and are altogether detrimental to them as Masons., There
is a significant fact connected with this matter which should not be lost sight of
entirely, and that is, that, in almost every instance, those who resort to such un-
due measures to secure an elevation to office, are those who are either incom-
petent for the situation or deficient in attractive social qualifications. True-merit
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finds favor through a legitimate channel without a necessity for a resort to unma-
sonic means to secure success. Vanily is a very strong ingredient in the com-
position of ambitious men. They seem to forget that modesty oftentimes hides
a talent which others may perceive and circumstances soon develope. Those
who possess these virtues cannot remain long in obscurity, their services will
always be called into requisition so soon as a proper period arrives, without any
extraneous effort on their part becoming necessary. Others such as I have
described pay no regard to what may be deemed necessary qualifications.
Their sole idea is to possess the sitnation, tv that end they are led from one degree
of wrong to another, until they are perfecily indifferent as to consequences ; they
pull down those who, in office, stand in their way ; they insidiously worm thems
selves into the confidence of those they wish to use ; succeeding in this, theit
subllety soon proves effectual against the object of their assault. The amiable
qualities of the Brother assailed, afford no security to his hitherto unsullied re+
pulation ; his moral virtues and even his profession of religion are used as
missels to impair his influence and destroy his usefulness; his superior quali-
fications are urged as reasons why he should be superceded; his zeal and effi-
ciency in giving tone and character to the Lodge and his personal efforts to excite
an interest in the meetings, all are made subservient to the machinations of
these scheming office seekers.

But I have traced the course of these gentlemen with sufficient minuteness
for all practical purposes, 1 cry their mercy, should its details find a locality
among them. It seems important, however, that an exposition should be had,
not only for the general benefit of the Institution, but for the safety of our Lodges.
I am satisfied that it is by such means the peace and harmony of very many of
our well constructed Lodges have been either seriously impaired or totally des-
troyed. By thus calling attention to this subject, the Lodges may be induced to
scratinize more closely the proclivities of their active members, with a view of
rewarding merit and rebuking tricksters. I sincerely trust, however, that in thus
bringing to light the errors of the artful, I may not excite an erroneous suspicion
against the innocent and worthy. I shounld deprecate any such consequences,
and would therefore earnestly invoke the Brethren to a wise and judicious dis-
crimination when required to judge between these two classes. This can easily
be accomplished,—the tissue is but slight at best which veils the motive of
these parties,—easily penetrated, and their object as easily understood. It is
lamentable (I liked to have said remarkable) that any one can be found willing
to risk their reputation npon an adventure so hazardous with so fitful an honor as
the prize. It is true they may enjoy their suocessful elevation and be elated by
ils momentary pleasures, but its seductive exhiliration must soon pass away,
succeeded by a reaction more humiliating and destructive than was their upward
flight agreeable and happy.

How to eradicate these errors and rid the Institution of the evils incident to
their indulgence, is a matter of serious moment, and, I fear, difficult to accom-
plish. The propensity to govern and command seems interwoven with the very
natare of some men, rendering a moral corrective impotent, when, in fact, that
character of remedy should be, with Masons, the most effective. The most con-
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genial mode of remedying this malady would be to educate it out of the heart*
If those persons who are under its control would suffer themselves to be guided
by Masonic teachings; be schooled in love, which teaches self-sacrifice ; in
benevolence, which teaches deference, and in humility, which makes us sensi-
ble of our imperfections and deficiencies, there might be some hope of a re-
formation. These are certainly the most fitting remedies, but the one most
likely to be successful is that which measurably withdraws the glittering at-
tractions which now environ the Master’s office. This stop is practicable and
may be effected without violating any Landmark or trespassing upon any in-
herent right. The peculiarities of the Master’s office ‘prevent any very great
modifications, as ils inherent prerogatives cannot be withdrawn or abridged, but
the immunities which have hitherto aitended and followed the service, may
with impunity be modified so as to remove the incentives which excite the am-
bitious proclivities of the office seeker. This has already been done to some
extent, in some jurisdictions, by frittering away certain conceded rights which
were formerly held by Past Masters, until now they possess no special right but
that of eligibility to office. To make perfect the cure, (and it is to that I wish
particularly to draw attention,) is to take from the Master and Wardens the right
they now possess, by virtue of their office, to membership in the Grand Lodge.
Remove this modern conslitutional privilege and the attraction to the office loses
its principal charm. The Institution would then be rid of an objectional class of
officers, and would eventually secure the services of those who are much more
worthy of consideration. All affiliated Master Masons should be eligible to a
seat in the Grand Lodge. While such a provision would not deprive a Lodge
the privilege of sending its Master to represent it, it would, at the same time,
possess the power to elect some other member as such, who, in point of intellect,
education and experience, might be more suitable for the position. 8o radical a
change in our iuternal policy, of course, cannot be effected without great solici-
tude on the part of the Brotherbood, but a careful investigation will satisfy them,
I doubt not, of its permanent utility.
Yours, truly and fraternally, D.

CHARITIES OF THE MASONIC HEART.

Tae universal charity of a Mason is like the Mason’s God, and his God is the
God of Love. Masonic oharity is the charity in the heart—he thinks no evil of
his Brother, he cherishes no designs against him. It is charily upon the tongue,
also—he speaks no evil, bears no false witness, defames no character, blasts no
repatation ; he knows that to take away a good name is to commit an evil, the
damage of which no wealth can repay. No! it is of more value than great
riches ; rubies cannot re-purchase it; the gold of Ophir cannot gild it again to
its original beauty. It is charity in the hand, also—he anticipates his poorer
Brother’s wants, he visits the cottage of poverty and the house of sickness, and
there he finds the very back which he ought to clothe,the very mouth which he
ought to feed, the wound which he ought to heal, the sickness which he ought
to cure, and, perhaps, also the very mind which he ought to instruct before it can
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be fitted for an eternal world. Thus, the heart, the fongue, the hand, of the
really Free and Accepted Mason, are warmly engaged and diligently exercised
in all those grand principles of our sacred fraternity, which render it, in its na-
tare and effects, so much like that amiable band whose love to each other so
foreibly convinced their adversaries, as to draw from them that honorable ex"
clamation, ¢ See, how these Christians love

THBE ENGLISH MASONIC SCHOOLS AND OTHER
CHARITIES.

W find in the London Freemasons’ Magazine of Sept. 2lst, last, an able and
interesting article in answer to a lady correspondent who objects to Freemasonry
as ‘‘a pleasant pastime,” productive of more evil than good, and from which we
take the following extracts as giving an interesting sketch of the magnificent
charities of our English Brethren, as well as illustrating the practical workings
of the Institution :—

“ We shall not dilate at any length on the benefits which most accrue to young
men by increasing their connections in life, for we hold that no man should enter
into Freemasonry with the view of deriving, either directly or indirectly, any ad-
vantage for himself—but rather with the view of endeavoring to confer benefits
on his fellow-creaturcs. Freemasonry may be truly said to break down all the
barriers which differences of country and of creed have raised amongst men, and
to have established a true bond of friendship amongst men who might otherwise
have remained strangers to each—and to any man whose lot is cast amongst those
whose duty convey them to many lands, it is of incalculable advantage in at once
furnishing him with a ready introduction to, and a cordial welcome by, those to
whom, to be known as a Mason, is at once to be acknowledged as a Brother.
How cheering must it be for the soldier, on his arrival at some strange and dis-
tant station of India, to find established a Lodge in which he is received with
open arms, and in virtue of his Masonic character, at once introduced iuto the
best society of the place—society into which his rank as a soldier would probably
ultimately gain him admission, though only by slow degrees, and perhaps scarcely
before he has been called upon to proceed to some other quarters, to go through
the same process again.

‘“ But these are not advantages which are likely to be appreciated by a Free-
mason’s Wife, and we will therefore speak of those graceful adjuncis to Free-
masonry nearer home—which, though no absolute part of our system, certainly
cannot be separated from it—at least in England—our Charities. We know not
whether a Freemason’s Wife has ever heard of our Girl’s School—we are sure
she has never visited it, or she would not ask us what benefit is to be derived
from being a Mason. We, therefore, invite her to take an early opportunity of
visiting St. John’s Hill, Battersea Rise, and inspect for herself the admirable ar-
rangements there made for the maintenance and education of eighty children of
decayed Freemasons, many of whom are orphans, and .who, but for the practical
benevolence of the Craft of which their fathers were members, would have no
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home but the workhouse, no prospect in the future than of becoming pauper
servants, whilst at St. John’s Hill they are carefully brought up, religiously and
usefully instructed, and when of sufficient age, placed either in the care of
friends or in such situations that they may become not merely useful members of,
but even ornaments to society. We would inform a Freemason’s Wife that the
noble pile to which we have mow invited her, took ite rise from very humble be-
ginnings, the institution having been founded in 1788 ¢ for the purpose of clothing,
educating, and maintaining an unlimited number of female children, orphans or
otherwise, of Brethren belonging to the Ancient and Honorable Society of Free
and Accepted Masons of England, whose reduced circumstances in life may pre-
vent their affording their female offspring a suitable education.” In 1793 the first
school-house was erected in St. George’s Fields, and though established for the
education, &c., of an * unlimited’ number of pupil, it was for many years practi-
cally limited by the funds at its disposal, notwithstanding which it effected a
large amount of good. At the expiration of the lease of the old building the
present school-house was built on freehold land at a cost of something like
£12,000, and eighty pupils are now received and educated on a system consistent
with the requirements of the day, and though it is a proud boast during the last
twentytwo or three years there has been no approved candidate who has not found
admission to the school, yet with the increase of Freemasonry and increase of
means, we find the number of candidates also increasing, o that it is now under
the consideration of the committee how best to enlarge the establishment so as
to receive a larger number of pupils than at present. Since the establishment of
the school something like 800 children have passed through it, and been returned,
educated, to their friends whilst ‘ those who had no home have been provided
with suitable situations or apprenticed to respectable trades, in which they have
invariably so conducted themselves as to deserve and receive the commendation
of their employers and the approbation of their benefactors.” This school is
supported by the voluntary contributions of Freemasons, and we claim for it a
place amongst the benefits which Freemasonry bestows upon society, but which
our correspondent may perhaps consider No. 1 of our ¢evil’ work.

¢ We next advise a Freemason'’s Wife to visit Wood Green, Tottenham, where
she will see 70 boys, the orphans of deceased, or sons of reduced Freemasons,
equally cared for with the girls at St. John’s Hill. This school is of rather
modern date, having only been inaugurated in 1857, when twentyfive boys were
admitted, (the premises having cost £3500,) a number which has been since in-
creased to seventy. But though we have had the school so short a time, the In-
stitution was originally established in 1798, ¢ with the benevolent intention,’ as
stated in the original Report, ¢ of preserving from the danger of vice and im-
morality the infant sons of deceased and unfortunate Freemasons, by furnishing
them with decent clothing and a plain education, and ultimately apprenticing
them to suitable trades, so as to qualify them to fill, with advantage to themselves
and credit to the Craft, those situations in life to which it should please Divine
Providence to call them; and, acting upon the true principles of Masonry,
children of all religious denominations, and wherever resident, are eligible to b
admitted candidates from the age of seven to ten, provided the fathers have bee;

\
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three years Masons, duly registered in the Grand Lodge Books, and continued
subscribing Members to a Lodge two years. After their admission they continue
to be clothed, furnished with all necessary books, and educated at schools adja-
cent to their residence, until they attain the age of fourteen ; when; if they are
found deserving, a premium, not exceeding five pounds, is allowed towards
placing them out apprentice, or finding them clothes.” From that time to the
present upwards of 900 boys have been educated and assisted in the world ; and
the new school was established with the view of bringing the boys under more
careful supervision and giving a better education than could be attained under
the old system; and by adding maintenance to the advantages offered, the ex-
penditure has been necessarily largely increased. Whilst, however, the advan-
tages of the school-house are offered to all the boys elected, they are not forced
opon them; but those whose friends object to their entering the school on the
ground of their religious creed, are allowed to be educated under the old system.
We should observe that the boys receive a first-class commercial education, with
instruction in the French language, that where the parents or friends of the pupils
desire it, and their own conduct deserve the indulgence, they are kept to the age
of fifteen, and the apprenticeship fee has been raised from £5 to £15. We
should also state that the total regular income of the institution is only about
£550 per annum, whereas the expenditure last year exceeded £2,300, the balance
being entirely provided by the voluntary contributions of the Brethren. This
we claim as a farther benefit conferred by Freemasonry on society ; and rank it
as the second of our ¢evil’ works.

% We would next request a Freemason’s Wife to visit East Croydon, and a little
to the left of the railway, proceeding from London, she will see a rather hand-
some brick building, to which she should at once make her way, as this is the
Royal Freemasons’ Asylum, in which are lodged twentyeight annuitants, being
decayed Freemasons, or their widows (the building is adapted for thirtyfour),
who, in addition to their apartmnents with, under present arrangements, fuel and
candles, bave annuities varying from £20 to £30 a year, according to the age at
which they were elected. Let a Freemason’s Wife converse with these poor
people, and then tell us whether this asylum is a Masonic benefit, or another
work of ¢ evil.’

% But this is not all that is done for the aged Mason and his widow, for after
the last election in May, we had on the books of the Royal Benevolent Iustitution
for Aged Masons and their Widows, 77 male annuitants, receiving in the aggre-
gate £1736 a year, and 44 female annuitants, receiving amongst them £960 a
year ; and though the male fund was only established in 1842, and the Widows’
Fund in 1849, 192 decayed Freemasons and 56 Widows have already received
the benefits of the Institution—its advantages having been more than doubled
during the last three or four years, through the exertions of a few Brethren in
obtaining for the Institution the benefit of an annual instead of a triennial festival,
which was all that was originally allowed, lest it should interfere with the sup-
port given to the Boys’ and Girls’ Schools—whilst experience has proved that as
one Masonic Charity advances in prosperity, so do the others. The Royal Benev-
olent Institution is supported by grants from Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter,
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in right of which every Lodge and Chapter in the United Kingdom are entitled
to votes for annuitants and the voluntary donations of the Brethren, the latter
constituting three-fourths of the income—and now generally reaching close upon
£3000 per annum. We should not omit to observe that the widows of male an-
nuitants receive one-half of the annuities of their deceased husbands for a period
of three years, in order to give them an opportunity of being elected on the
Widows’ Fund—and we do not recollect an instance where she has not been
elected within the given time. There are four such annuitants at the present
moment, receiving between them £50 per annum.

“ Is the Royal Benevolent Institution for aged Masons and their Widows to be
ranked as a benefit bestowed by Freemasonry, or another of its ¢ evil’ works 2

% Nor are these all the charities appertaining to our Order. Qut of every pay-
ment made by a Brother at a Lodge, a portion—but a small portion it is trae—
has to be paid over to the officials of Grand Lodge, to form a general Fund of
Benevolence, now amounting to about £20,000, which is administered by a Board
consisting of the Masters of the various Lodges, and other P. M.’s and P. Grand
Officers, who meet once a month to consider applications for relief, and who dis-
pense something like £2,000 a year, in sums varying from £3 to £100, according
to the necessities of the case—thus the distressed foreigner, who has no claims
on the Freemasons of England, excepting the one that is always acknowledged,
of being a Brother and in want, is enabled to return to his home with a trifle in
his pocket to assist him in the world ; the tradesman who has been unfortunate is
furnished with the means of recommencing business ; the decayed Brother of
supporting himself until he can be elected on the annuity fund ; or the widow
placed in the way of obtaining a maintenance for herself and children.

¢ This, then, is another of the benefits derivable from Freemasonry, and cannot,
we believe, be deemed, even by a Freemason’s Wife, ag an ¢ evil’ work.

¢ As a practical example may, however, be more convincing than a thousand
arguments, we will proceed briefly to point out by a recent case how our system
of benevolence acts. A short time since a lady arrived in this country from Cal-
cutta, with her children, her object being to make arrangements for their educa-
tion, the father being a junior partner in a large mercantile firm, to which he had
been but recently admitted afier long years of faithful service. The first inform-
ation, however, that the unfortunate lady received on her arrival was that her hus-
band had died from cholera after a very few days illness, leaving her aud her
family unprovided for, and almost destitute in a foreign country. In this
emergency, to whom could she look? Luckily she recollected that her husband
was & Freemason. The requisite introductions and proofs were obtained, and
one, if not two, children were received into the Masonic schools, and the widow
was granted £50 to assist her to return to Calcutta, where she had every prospect
of providing for herself. *

“ Even at the approaching election for the Boys’ School, there is a case of a can-

didate which peculiarly shows the advantages of the Order, and we quote it not
for the purpose of advocating the claims of one candidate over another, but to



OTHER CHARITIES. 15

show to a Freemason’s Wife that Masonry is something more than a pleasant
pastime and does not consist wholly in good dinners. The case we allude to is
that of Harry Jenkin, an orphan, aged ten years, whose father, Richard Jenkin,
was initiated in the Lodge of Industry, No. 219, of which he continued a sub-
scribing member for twelve years, huving served the office of W. M. in 1852,
He was engaged for nearly twenty years in Her Majesty’s office of Woods and
Works, and was much respected. His death took place in October, 1860, leaving
the candidate an orphan, the mother having died a few years previously. The
only surviving relative is an uncle, who having administered to the effects of his
late brother, decamped with the proceeds, leaving the boy utterly destitute, with
no haven in view but the parish workhouse, from which he was providentially
rescued by the exertions of two or three Brethren, who knew the father in his
prosperity, and have taken on themselves the charge of his orphan child until he
can obtain admission into our school, and the names of which Brethren we would
publish did we not feel that they do not desire to.take any merit to themselves for
having rescued a Brother’s child from misery and want.

“ We could go on enumerating cases where Masonry has done good rather
than ¢ evil,’ nntil our pages were more than filled, but feel it unnecessary to do
o ; and therefore will content ourselves by directing the attention of a Freemason’s
W ife to only one other case, which created considerable attention at the time. A
few years sincea Rev. Bro. Huett, the Prov. G. Chaplain of Essex, who possessed
one of those so-called livings on which a man can barely do more than starve,
but who was just beginning to make a literary reputation, died, leaving five or
six children literally destitute, the furniture being seized for rent almost before
the body of the deceased was out of the house. The Bgethren of Essex took up
the case, by the aid of a letter from the M. W, G. Master, an appeal was made
to the various Lodges throughout the kingdom, which resulted in the collection
of something like £2000, which was placed in the hands of trustees, and by
which the whole of the children were not only brought up in respectability, but a
handsome residue left for division amongst them when they arrived of age.

“In enumerating what is done by Freemasons, we should do wrong were we to
omit to mention that, irrespective of all the various funds we have alluded to
that the majority of Prov. Grand Lodges, and also private Lodges, possess funds
of their own through which large sums are dispensed, not only for the relief of
the Brethren, but also in assisting local charities—and that West Lancashire
possesscs an excellent educational institution of its own, the rules of which,
bhowever, we do not possess.

“ Neither does Freemasonry confine its charity to its own members—for, at the
time of the Crimean War,%he G. Lodge voted £1000 to the Patriotic Fund, and
a Jike amount was granted in aid of the fund to relieve the distress caused by the
mautiny in India, sums which represent but a small portion of what was absolutely
subscribed by Freemasons, either through their private Lodges or in their indi-
vidual character as citizens—and we cannot take up the list of any of the prin-
cipal Charities which do such honor to our kingdom without recognizing the
names of many of our most distinguished Masons.”
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GRAND LODGE OF ILLINOIS.

WE are indebted 1o the politeness of R, W. Bro. Reynolds, Grand Secretary,
for a copy of the report of the committee on correspondence, and also of the
Grand Master’s address, before the Grand Lodge of Illinois, at its annual session
in October last.

The report is from the accomplished pen of Bro. Reynolds, and is a concise
and comprehensive review of the proceedings of the several Grand Lodges of the
country. In the notice of the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Alabama, we
find the following decision of that body in a case of

PERSONAL SLANDER :

In this case the defendant was found guilty ot using harsh, intemperate and most
unmasonic language of a Brother Mason, impeaching alike his veracity and in-
tegrity, and the punishment assessed was simply a reprimand. An appeal was
taken because of the inadequate punishment, and in the opinion of your committee
based upon the evidence in the case, the appeal was well taken, We regard the

punishment assessed by the Lodge as insufficient in this case. The offending .

Brother should at least have been suspended, and we recommend the Grand Lodge
to increase the punishment assessed by the subordinate Lodge to that extent.

AN INTERESTING CASK.
The following case in jurisprudence involves several important decisions and
will be read with interest by our readers. It occurred in Minnesota :—

Charges were preferred against Charles Symonds in Ancient Landmark Lodge,
No. 5, accusing him of speaking evil of a Brother Mason—talking about Masons to
those not Masons—slandering the Grand Master—attempting to cheat a Mason—re-
fusing to comply with his contract with a Brother—and endeavoring to injure s
Mason's female relative by inuendo.

The Lodge deferred action until after a time when the accuser was compelled to
be absent ; the necessity for the absence being well known to the Lodge.

The committee to whom the matter was referred in the Grand Lodge, say that
the mode of conducting the trial after this time, and the manner of taking and pre-
serving the testimony were highly censurable, and yet, that testimony sustained the
charges, and’ that the Lodge acquitted the accused. Thereupon, the matter was
brought to the attention of the Grand Master, who suspended the accused ; upon
this, the Lodge passed resolutions censuring the Grand Master, and in retorn be
suspended those who voted for the resolutions.

Tn support of the Grand Master, the committee allege that the testimony was -

plain and convincing—that a failure to convict was equivalent to the impeachment
of the M ic h of the wit brought to sustain the charges, and that a
refusal to convict upon the testimony, was a grave offence against the spirit of our
institutions, and that the action of the Grand Master in suspending the offending
Brethren, instead of arresting the Charter of the Lbdge, was lenient and con-
siderate.

A resolution reported by the committee declaring the accused guilty of unmasonic
conduct was adopted 48 to 16 ; another, expelling him by 62 to 4 ; a third, cen-
suring the Lodge by 62 to 4, and a fourth sustaining the Grand Master by 53 to 10.

COMPLIMENTARY.

The report says—‘* As jurists, however, Grand Master EnarLisH (Atllorney
General) of Arkansas, and Bro. C. W. Moore of Massachusetts, are safe to fol-
low. Their decisions have stood the test of time and criticism.”
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FAMILY DIFFICULTIES.

In our last report, a very prevalent practice of parading the family difficulties
and differences in Grand Lodges, before the Masonic world, was objected to, as be-
ing unnecessary and unmasonic. The committees on Masonic Correspondence can
do so if they choose, but as a matter of expediency, it was then and still is our
opinion, that it is akin to talking about ones neighbors, a practice of far more in-
jury than advantage, unless there be some particular principle involved, which the
Craft should have explained to them.

The report closes with appropriate and affectionate notices of several eminent
Brethren who have deceased during the past year.

The address of Grand Master Buck, which follows in the pamphlet before us,
is an ably written and interesting paper, distinguished by the good sense ande
practical wisdom which have characterized. the official course of its estimable
author. The opening paragraph of the address is both eloquent and earnest :—

“ One year since,” is its language, ‘* we met while our country was at peace, at
home and abroad. Now we meet, in the midst of preparations for war, and not
far removed from the roar of cannon, the blast of the bugle, and the borrid, un.
earthly din of carnage and battle. One year since, we beheld the familiar faces
of friends whom we shall never see on earth again. Now, as we assemble, let us
pause, and present ourselves before Him who is invisible, and render thanks for the
health he has permitted us to enjoy, for the blessings and mercies vouchsafed, and
the plenty with which be has crowned our labors ; let us earnestly invoke his
blessing upon our deliberations and upon our beloved Order ; let us fervently pray
that he will interpose his protecting arm in the affairs of our beloved country,
restore tranquility, incline the hearts of the people to each other, and induce them
once again, in & spirit of loyalty and devotion to the highest good of our race, and
of our Government, to be united with a ¢ three fold cord, which cannot quickly be
broken.” Let us humble ourselves beneath His Mighty Hand, so that in these our
days of trial, He may be pleased to bestow on us the light of His resonciled coun-
tenance, and grant us wisdom in all our councils, and to each one of us that ‘ peace
which passeth all understanding.’””

CHARLATANS AND CONSPIRATORS.

In the latter part of winter or early part of spring, [ was advised from several
sources, mostly confidential, that a secret and systematic effort was being made in
this and other jurisdictions to obtain possession of the Representatives from the
Lodges, bind them together by obligations, and by means of them, overturn the
established usages of the Grand Lodge, adopt said work by a written law, which
is both unusual and unmasonic, and elect Grand Officers to carry the scheme into
full effect. Of this I knew nothing personally, but from other circumstances which
came to my knowledge, I had every reason to believe that it was so. In one in-
stance, a resident of another jurisdiction said to be an agent in the matter, visited
a Lodge in this jurisdiction, introduced a bottle of brandy to the Brethren in the
ante-room, deliberately walked into the Lodge-room, and claimed exemption from
examination because he was recommended by a distinguished Mason in another
State! I do not believe that any Mason in this State of common mtelhgenco,
would be guilty of such shameless impudence.

I must be permitted here to remark, that our numbers both in Lodges and mem-
bers—our diguity and self respect—forbid the idea that we are to be made the sport

3
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and victims of Masonic inventors and hireling agents. We have learning, talents,
philosophy and ritual among’ ourselves, and it would in every sense be derogatory
to us, and to our reputation as a body, to permit such things to be done. I do not
desire to see any alteration in our laws upon this subject ; they are amply sufficient
when properly enforced. And I hope and trust, that all our Brethren this day, for-
getting the mistakes and errors of the past, will rally with one heart, one soul, one
voice, around your Grand Master, whoever he may be, in disseminating, teaching
and working the ritual, work and lectures of the Grand Lodge of Illinois, and no
other.
. . OUR NATIONAL DIFFICULTIES.

Several documents have been sent to me from abroad in relation to our national
difficulties. It is my opinion, Brethren, that we will only embarrass ourselves by
meddling with the subject. The matter has assumed too vast proportions, and is in
too belligerent a condition for a peaceful society to meddle with at present. Let us
endeavor so to conduct ourselves, and to so live and act out the principles of Ma-
sonry, that when the time comes for us to interpose, we may be found ready to act
in this all important matter.

We must close our extracts here. Our Brother in concluding the business
part of his address, declines a re-election to the high office which he has held for

the past three years, and concludes with fitting notices of the death of several
distinguished Brethren of Illinois. Two of these will be found in another place.

DIES IRAE.

Tux Craft are now indulging the usual siesta that follows the labors of winter,
culminating in the excitements of the annual seesion of the Grand Lodge in
June. The ceaseless activity of the past few months is sensibly diminished,
and the sound of the Gavel falls on ears at longer iutervals, as if the tired work-
men were determined on having their half-holiday. This is eminently proper as
a recuperalive measure, especially at this time, when even the unthinking begin
to comprehend the appalling destitution and suffering likely to accompany the
advent of winter. The burdens and calamities of a state of war will then be
manifest in the hideous proportions of a fall-grown dragon, while now they
merely scratch us like the pleasantry of lion’s cubs. Then, little children,
shrinking women, and even strong men, will need bread, not to be furnished by
expressions of ere sympathy; on the contrary, every means of relisf will be
taxed to their uttermost, that this great community may not witness the dire
spectacle of human beings yielding up their lives to the demon of starvation.
Among these suffering ones .will be many of our own household, with a double
claim on our bounty aud benevolence ; and while there is a dollar left at our
disposal, we cannot stand idly by and witness their need unrelieved.

Rest, then, Brethren, while you may ; but let it be the prelude to greater
exertion. [Enlarge your treasuries as your means permit, and guard them
vigilantly till the swifily-approaching hour when their contents will be de-
manded in the name of humanity—a sound that has never fallen unheeded on
Masonic ears. Let your duty be nobly accomplished in the dark hour of trial;
and when brighter days dawn upon us, your note shall not be the least har-
monious in the choral of welcome that will greet them.—N. Y. Despalch.
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FREEMASONRY IN TURKEY.

Recent advices from Constantinople bring us the intelligence—not very
deplorable in its character—that the late Sultan had departed this life. Not-
withstanding the familiar classical adage, * De mortuis nil nisi bonum,”’ we are
still constrained to speak in terms of truth of the deceased potentate. His char-
acter may be summed up in a few words. Notwithstanding his contact and
alliance with the two greatest powers of Europe, which combined to sustain his
thrune and save his nation from Russian absorption, and the deep debt of grati-
tade which should have been the sequel of his salvation through the influence
of the French and English arms, he was an illiberal and narrow-minded
monarch toward Euoropeans and those of all religions other than the Mahome-
dan. The legacy of bigotry left by the great Prophet of his faith to his suc-
cessors suffered, in the hands of the deceased Sultan, no diminution of venom
nor lack of bulk. As reigned the immediate successor of the Prophet—save in
the bare power to injure—so reigned he, a bigot and a sensnalist, pussessing not
one virtoe to offset a thousand crimes of omission and commission. He lived
within himself, with no care for his people, except to make the millions whom
he governed minister to his voluptuousness and his vices. His character as a
monarch can be exemplified in a single sentence : During his whole reign he
did not inaogurate a single measure for the good of his subjects, nor perform an
act which could justly point an epitaph of praise, or be inscribed with credit on
his maosoleum. Upon Masonry he always looked with disfavor ; and, without
examining into the merits of the Craft, or informing himself, by any authentic
means, of the origin, aims and moral tendencies of the institation, under the
guidance of his bigoted ministers, placed it in the category of Atheism.

On his death-bed and through that haze with which disease had surrounded
his mental vision, he appears to have looked back clearly on the past, and to
have momentarily arrayed before his mind some of the leading errors of his
reign. Four days previous to his death he summoned 1o his presence his brother
and heir-apparent, Abd-ul-Aziz Effendi, who immediately obeyed the summons,
On entering the death-chamber with tearful eyes, he stooped down and kissed
the edge of the coverlet of the royal couch, and stood with folded arms in an
attitude of respect.

The Saltan now ordered Halvet, and the apartment wag instantly vacated by
all the bystanders ; for you must know that there is no exclusion of friends and
attendants or sunshine from an oriental sick room. Some women had also been
in attendance ; but these were not the wives or children of the Sulian, but the
Hasaoadar Oostan, or royal nurse, and a few Halayuks who are exempt from the
customary seclusion, The occasion was truly solemn, involving the surrender
of an empire by the one, and imposing immense responsibilities upon the other.
At the request of the dying Sultan the brother was seated by his bedside, who
thos addressed him—¢1I feel that I shall soon quit this world, and by the laws
of our land you will succeed me. I am fully aware of the critical condition of
the country, and my heart’s desire has ever been to render all my subjects
happy ; but unfortunately I have not been able to cope with the evil counsels by
which I was beset. You know that when I succeeded our illustrious father, of
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glorious memory, I was young and inexperienced ; bat you, my brother, are of
mature age, and have had experience enough to be able to resist and to guard
yourself against evil counsels. Make up for my shortcomings, I pray you, and
endeavor 1o accomplish those things which I have had at heart, but have been
unable to perform. Be firm and independent. Ameliorate the condition of our
unfortunate subjects (emphasizing the expression ©unfortunate’); regard and
treat them all without any discrimination, as your own children. By rendering
them happy and contented you will reinstate the former power and glory of the
empire.” The Sultan then recommended his children and the rest of his family
10 his brother’s special care and protection. Those who had the opportanity to
listen at the curtain before the door of the royal apartment, say that he even
mentioned the names of the very individuals who had abused his confidence
and given him evil counsel, and warned his brother to be aware of them. The
interview lasted for more than an hour, and soon after the royal children were
summoned.

Immediately after the death of the late Sultan, proclamation was made that
he had been succeeded by Abd-ul-Aziz Effendi, who scarcely waited until his
predecessor’s body had been inurned, before proceeding to inaugurate reforms in
the different branches of the Government, each of which gave evidence of the
liberal tendencies of his mind and the enlightened policy which will hereafter
give shape and efficienoy to the government of his Empire. One of the most
striking features of reform, and one which he exemplified in his own person and
household, was the immediate adoption of the prianciple of monogamy in pre-
ference to the system of polygamy, which has cursed the Turks and made
Ishmaelites and outcasts of the Mormons. Turkey has now a liberal and ea-
lightened monarch, under whoee benign and just sway, and through whose
tolerant policy her own people will be made wiser, wealthier and happier. The
inevitable tendency of these things will be toward as liberal a policy as to
Americans and Europeans, as that which will be exercised toward the immediate
subjects of the Sublime Porte; and we may therefore within a few years con-
fidenily expect that our beloved institution will find its votaries not only among
the foreign residents of the Turkish Empire, but among the better clasees of the
Turks themselves. Only a few days subsequent to the death of the Sultan all
Constantinople was surprised at beholding a Masonic funeral procession winding
through its streets, the members being composed of resident Americans and
Europeans, who were clothed in the appropriate regalia and lambskins of the
Fraternity. In speaking of this event, the correspondent of the Herald makes
use of the following language :—

“ A prominent member of the Order of F. A. M, having died, the various
Lodges of the capital resolved to attend his foneral, with Masonic badges and
ceremonies. This funeral cortege created quite a sensation in the metropolis,
where it was a genuine novelty. The procession was headed by a number of
Masons not belonging to any local Lodge, followed by a deputation from the
French Lodge, L'Etoile da Bosphor. Then came the English l.odge, the
Oriental, succeeded by a number of British and French residents. The English
burial service was read by the chaplain of the embassy, and the Masonic ritual
by the W. M. of Oriental Lodge.
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“ 1t is only recently that Freemasonry has been in vogue in Turkey, for the
enemies of this fraternity bad impressed the Oriental people with the idea that
the association was an impious one, so that the title of ¢ Far-masson,’ a corruption
of the French Franc-masson, came to be considered as synonymous with free-
thinkers. .

¢ Besides those already established, it is proposed to have one for the Ger-
maas, the Deutscher Bund ; another for the English, the Bulwer ; and another
still for the Americans—the last two%o be under the Grand Lodge of England.”

In view of the facts which we have stated, it is but fair to presume that this

whole empire will soon be opened to the enlightened and beneficent influences
of Freemasonry.—N. Y. Despalch.

MASONRY IN SWITZERLAND.

Tae Grand Lodge of the Swiss Union is called the Alpina, and is conducted
according to the ancient English Rites of the Free and Accepted Masons. It
has its own rituals, not recognizing any high grade, and not accepting the direct
influence of any foreign Masonic authority. The regular place of meeting of
the Lodge is always at the principal place of the Canton where the Grand Mas-
ter lives. Its ordinary sittings take place every other year, at the period of the
festival of SL John the Baptist, Every regular Mason has the right to be present
at its meetings as auditor only, unless, however, the debates are only concerning
purely administrative questions. Farther, if circumstances require it, the ad-
ministralive council are authorized to declare the sittings secret, and then only
effective and honorary members can be present.

The following Masonic Lodges form among themselves, under the direction
of a supreme national authority, a Masonic alliance, bearing the special and dis-
tinclive denomination of the Union of Swiss Lodges :—

Aarau.—Zuor Brudertreue—Brotherly Faith.

Aigle.—La Chrétienne des Alpes—The Christian Woman of the Alps.
Aubonte.—La Constance—Constancy.

Basel.—Zar Freundschaft—Friendship.

Berne.—Zar Hoffaung—Hope.
Chaux-de-Fonds.—L’Amitié—Friendship.

Fribourg.—La Régénérée—The Regenerated.
Geneva.—L’Amité—Friendship. ’
Geneva.—L'Union des Ceurs—The Union of Hearts.

10. Geneva.—La Fidélité—Fidelity.

11. Geneva.—La Prudence—Prudence,

12. Rex.—La Réunion—The Reunion.

13. Lausanne.—Espérance et Cordialitt—Hope and Cordiality.
14. Liestal.—Zur Bunderstrene—Federal Faith.

15. Loile.—Les Vrais Fréres Unis—The True United Brothers.
16. Morges.—Les Amis—The Friends.

17. Motiers-Travers.—Egalit¢—Equality.

CPNAN RPN
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18. Neufchitel.—Frederick Guillaume la Bonne Harmonie—Frederick William,
Good Harmony.

19. Nyon.—La Vraie Union—The True Union.

20. Orbe.—La Nouvelle Etoile—The New Star.

21. Winterthur.—L’Acacia—The Acacia.

22. Vevey.—La Constance—Constance.

23. Zurich.—Modestia cum Libertate—Modesty with Liberty.

The Union of the Swiss Lodges has for ijg object—

1. To promote relations of friendship and brotherhood between the various
Lodges (ateliers) of which it is composed.

2. To endeavor in common to promote and ennoble Freemasonry in Switzerland.

3. To co-operate for the advancement of Freemasonry in general, in forming re-
lations with Masonic bodies belonging to other countries.

The Uunion of the Swiss Lodges recognizes the constitations and all the Ma-
sonic rites sanctioned by a legal Grand Orient; it recognizes all the Lodges
(ateliers), and all the Freemasons whose consecrations or confirmation emanate
regularly from such an authority, or from its regular organs ; but it rejects as non-
masonic all fraternities and members of such who do not posgess these qualities.

The Union of the Swiss Lodges only recognizes or exercises in its province
the Masonry of St. John. However, the Scotch Lodges which now exist are ad-
mitted to be in force as purely and scientific societies; but neither the Swiss
Union nor its organs recognizes them as members of the national alliance, nor
accords to them any kind of exterior influence upon it ; ard, so far as it concerns
them, discharges itself of all responsibility.

In the Masonry of St. John, or of the three symbolical grades, the Union of
the Swiss Lodges recognizes the following principles :—

1. The Masonic Order is an association of free men, who mntually engage to
learn and exercise the art of Freemasonry.

2. Its essential aim is the propagation of a true philanthropy. Thus a knowledge
of moral truth, the practice of virtue, and the advancement of the general good,
are the triple aim to which its efforts tend.

3. Besides the practice and the use of the symbolic forms, the means which the
Masonic Order employs to achieve its aim are the following :—Mutual instruction
in the dearest interests of humanity ; edification of the soul by symbols, speeches,
music, and singing ; encouragement to wisdom and virtue by the enJoymént of so-
cial pleasures in society.

The bonds of fraternity which unite its members, and exercise in common of
charity, form the complement of these means,

The Swiss Masonic Union requires of all its members an entire submission to
the laws of the country, obedience and fidelity to the government legally estab-
lished.

The organs of the Union are—

The Grand Lodge.

The Grand Master.

The Administrative Council.

The Provincial Masters.
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The Deputy Masters.

The Lodges of St. John.

The Colleges of the Officers.

The Lodges of Master Masons.

The Lodges of Companions (Fellow Crafts).
The Lodges of Apprentices.

The organization, the powers, and the attributes of these different organs are
determiaed by the constitution. All the other arrangements relative to the or-

ganization of the Union, and of each of its parts, proceed from legislation, or are
the object of regulating measures.

HON. SYLVESTER BAXTER.

Tais estimable Brother died at his residence in Hyannis, (Cape Cod,) on Wed-
nesday evening, Sept. 25th, aged 62 years. He was at the time of his death
District Deputy Grand Master for the 8th Masonic District of this Commonwealth,
which office he had held for several years. He was a faithful and earnest Mason,
and greatly beloved and respected by the Brethren. “ He was,” says one* who
knew him intimately, in his social and business relations, “ a man of frank and
noble nature, and his acquaintance was quite extensive. For many years a suc-
cessful shipmaster and shipowner, he long since acquired that competence which
enabled him to retire from the profession of his earlier life. He was always
respected and beloved, and ever took an active and influential position in every
society or association with which he became connected. He will be greatly
missed in the Society with which he worshipped—Rev. Mr. Pope’s ; nor will his
loss be less severely felt by the Masonic Fraternity.

¢t His funeral was attended from the Universalist Church in Hyannis, on Satur-
day last, (Sept. 28,) at which time a most impressive sermon was delivered by
Rev. R. S. Pope, with whom he had been so long and so well acquainted. His
text was from Proverbs, 18th chap. 1st verse :—

s ¢ Boast not thyself of to-morrow ; for thou knowest not what a day may bring
forth.’

“ Hon. Geo. Marston served as Marshal.

¢t The ceremonies at the tomb consisted of the Order of the Masonic Ritual,
admirably performed by Grand Master W. D. Coolidge, Esq., of Boston, and a
prayer by Rev. Mr. Bacon, of Centreville.

“ Capt. Baxter bad long been a member of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,
and the following gentlemen were present at his funeral as representatives, viz. :
William D. Coolidge, M. W. Grand Master ; Jesse P. Pattee,as R. W. D. G.
M.; William H. Sampson, as 8. G. W.; Isaac Cary,asJ. G. W.; Jabez W,
Barton, as G. Treas. ; Lovell Bicknell, as G. Sec.; Z. L. Blcknell, as G. Mar-
shal; Eben F. Gay, G. Tyler.

#Editor Barnstable Courier.
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¢ Capt. Baxter has for years held various offices of trust and responsibility, and
was recently a member of the Senate of Massachusetts, and at the time of his
death was Deputy Collector and Inspector at the Port of Hyannie; and the sym-
pathy for his loss was best attested by the immense concourse assembled at his
funeral, which was one of the largest ever attended in this section of the State.

“The representatives from the Grand Lodge remained in town until Monday,
and expressed themselves as pleased with their visit to this section, although
coupled with duties of so melancholy a nature. They are men distinguished for
their intelligence and gentlemanly bearing—noble representatives of a noble as-
sociation.”

MEETING OF FRATERNAL LODGE.,

At the close of the funeral services on Saturday, the members of Fraternal
Lodge met at Masonic Hall in Hyannis, and chose a committee of three to report
a series of Resolutions, expressive of the sense of the meeting upon the death of
Brother Baxter. The Resolutions were unanimously adopted as follows :—

: Fratermar Looar,
Hyannis, Sept. 28, 4. L. 5861.
Agein has the messenger of Death invaded our Brotherhood. Another member has
been suddenly called away. Our dearly beloved and *‘elder Brother,” Past

Master SyLvesree Baxrzg, has finished his work, and ¢ entered in, throogh the

gates, into the city” where all good and true Masons shall dwell taogether forever,

in the fullness of Light. In view of this aflictive dispensation, it is therefore

Resolved, That in the death of this well-known and bonored Brother, the whole
Masonic Fraternity of this State, has suffered bereavement.

Resolved, That in the decease of this endeared and lamented meniber, this Lodge
has sustained a loss the greatness of which we cannot yet comprehend, and which
will be easily recalled, and impressed on our hearts, at every communication and
assembly of this Masonic body, for many years to come.

Resolved, That even now, in the suddenness of our affliction and the freshness of
our grief, we remember his high appreciation of the worth of Masonic labor and
learning ; his faithful, intelligent anrd eminent services in many posts of Masonic
duty ; his constant, punctual, and patient attendance on all Masonic occasions, and
his zeal, fidelity and accuracy es a workman ; his sincere and unfailing temper of
fraternal affection; the warmth of his friendship, the depth of his sympathy,
the benevolence of his heart, the integrity of his character, and his worthy example
in all the relations of life.

Resolved, That we hereby express to his stricken widow, to his orphaned chil-
dren, and to the again broken band of brothers and sisters of which he was so
cherished a member, our truest and deepest sympathy and condolence.

Resolved, That these expressions of our feelings on this sad occasion be entered
on our records; and that a copy of the same be transmitted to the family of our
departed Brother, and to the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, and to the Boston En-
campment of Knights Templars ; and that they be published in the newspapers of

the County.
S. B. Puinnry,
Ggo. MarsTon, } Committee.
Geo. W. Doans,
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“BEAUSEANT AND BANNER OF WAR.”

To the Editor of the London Freemasons' Magazine :

Dear Sir and Brother—I am not a Knight Templar, but having held the
office of Standard Bearer in the Supreme Grand Chapter of England, I have been
led to inquire into the origin and application of the various standards, banners, &e.,
and herewith send you an extract from the result of my researches, which will, I
thiok, in some measure answer the inquiry of a correspondent under the above
head in your number of the 7th instant, and which I had hoped would have been
answered by some one more conversant with the subject.

When Constantine the Great was on the eve of a battle with Maxentius, we are
told that a luminous standard appeared to him in the sky, with a cross upon it and
this inscription :—** In hoc signo vinces—By this sign you shall conquer,” and that
this sign so encouraged Consantine and his soldiers that they gained the next day
a great victory. When Waldemar the Second, of Denmark, was engaged in a
great battle with the Livonians, in the year 1219, it is said that a sacred banner
tell from heaven into the midst of his army, and so revived the courage of his
troops, that they gained a complete victory over the Livonians, and in memory of
the event, Waldemar institated an order of knighthood called * St. Danebrog,” or
the strength of the Danes, and which is still the principal order of knighthood in
Denmark.

Now, taking these legends for as much as they are worth, and no more, what do
they prove? Not that this miraculous standard and cross came to the assistance of
Constantine ; not that this miraculous banner came to the aid of Waldemar; but
they prove that such was the paramount importance attached to the sacred banner
among the forces, that, wherever it was present, it was a great means of inspirit.
ing the men with increased confidence and courage, and so contributed to the vic-
tory. :

In this country the introduction of banners wus clearly of a religious origin.
Venerable Bede says that when St. Augustine and his companions came to preach
Christianity in Britain, in the latter part of the sixth century (his Queen Bertha
had already embraced the Christian faith), the monk and his followers entered
Caoterbury in procession, chanting, “ We beseech thee, O Lord, of thy mercy let
thy wrath and anger be turned away from this city, and from thy holy place, for
we bave sinned. Hallelujah.” And they carried in their hands little banners, on
which were depicted crosses. The missionaries were allowed to settle in the Isle
of Thanet, and Canterbury became the first Christian Church.

The great importance attached to the banner in the middle ages is not to be won-
dered at, when we consider that it was a kind of connecting link between the
military and the clergy : it was a religious symbol applied to a military purpose ;
and this was the feeling which animated the Crusaders and the Templars in their
great struggle against the enemies of Christianity. The contest, then, was between
the Cross and the Crescent—between Christ and Mahomet.

The Knights Templars had a very remarkable banner, being simply divided into
black and white,# the white portion symbolizing peace to their friends, the black
portion evil to their enemies, and their dreaded war-cry, *‘ Beauseant,”

Yours, Vezritas.

September 17th, 1861.

* The upper half (horizontal) black.
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MOUNT VERNON LODGE.

THE officers of Mount Vernon Lodge, Malden, were duly installed on Monday
evening, Oct. 28th, at the Town Hall, by Grand Master W. D. Coolidge, and the
exercises were witnessed by a large audience of both ladies and gentlemen.

The musical part of the entertainment was under the direction of Prof. Brown,
of Boston.

F. J. Foss was inslalled as Master, and at the close of the installation cere-
monies Wm. H. Richardson, Jr., Esq., in behalf of the members of the Lodge,
presented to Past Master George D. Allen, 1st Lieut. of the Fifth Massachusetis
Battery, a sword and accompaniments. Mr. Richardson alluded in eloguent
words to the duties and dangers as well as the honors connected with the new
field of labor chosen by Mr. Allen, who responded $n appropriate terms. Rev.
T. J. Greenwood made some filting remarks, and in his own name presented
Lieut. Allen with a beautiful pocket Bible. Further speeches were made by J.
K. Hall, Esq., and others, and the exercises closed with an excellent song by F.
A. Hall, Esq., of Charlestown.

A PLEASANT RE-UNION.

Mount HerMon Lopek at Medford, celebrated its sixth anniversary, by a pub _
lic installation of its officers, on Wednesday evening, the 30th October. There
was a full attendance of members, and a large number of ladies as invited guests.
The installation ceremonies were performed by the M. W. Grand Master, who
was attended by several of the Grand Officers, in their regalia. It is quite un-
necessary to say that the ceremonies were well performed, and to the acceptance
of all present. The music, with which they were interspersed, was furnished by
a select choir, and added much to the interest and pleasure of the occasion. At
the conclusioa of the ceremonies the M. W. Grand Master addressed the W,
Master of the Lodge, Brother ELinu C, Baxxa, and the Wardens and members,
in an appropriate and impressive manner, on their relative duties and obligatioas

as Masons; concluding with a few words of welcome and compliment to the
ladies. :

The Lodge was then closed, and the members, with their invited guests, re-
paired to the Town Hall, where a bountiful and excellent supper was provided for
their refreshment, and to which all were cordially welcomed by the W. Master
of the Lodge At the table, short addresses were made by the Master, the M.
W. Grand Master, and other members of the Grand Lodge. The choir also
favored the company with a patriotic and other appropriate songs. The occasion
was one to be remembered. The arrangements were admirably made and exe-
cuted. All were pleased and for the time at least made happy.

The Lodge is in a fine condition, with accomplished and talented officers, and

a full share of work. We tender our best wishes for its continued prosperity
and consequent usefulness.



LAYING CORNER STONE. 27

LAYING CORNER STONE.

W=z are under obligations to Hugh Curtis, Esq., of Bowdoinham, says the
Hallowell Courier, for a copy of the Bristol (Eng.) Times and Journal of August
31st, containing an interesting accognt of the Masonic ceremonies on the occa-
sion of the laying of the corner stone of the St. Mary Radcliff Church, in
Bristol. .

The fraternity had undertaken to restore this ancient church. The Times
says they “allowed no participators in the munificent task they had set them-
selves, and which we are sure they will carry to a successful conclusion in a
manner that will prove the boasted descent of their Order from the master
builders of old to be no empty vaunt. The trowel, the hammer, and the chisel
they, of course, can no longer wield like the practical founders of this mysterious
guild ; but what the modern brotherhood can do—namely, provide the means of
setting all three to work—they will.”

The Times farther says :—

¢ There is even something of mystical significance in the Masonic body un-
dertaking this particular work in preference to a new one. Antiquity is one of
the cherished characteristics of the body ; and whether the first Lodge was held
amongst the rising columns of Solomon’s Temple or not, it at least must be ad-
mitted that the origin of the Masonic Order dates back in centuries beyond the
reach of record ; so that in devoling its contributions to the preservation of a
building whose foundations were laid in the dim past, the brotherhood help to
perpetuate in carved stone the old chronicles of Bristol—personal, civic, and
ecclesiastioal.”

The day of the laying of the corner stone was a great day in Bristol. The
procession was an imposing pageantry—gorgeous aprons, splendid scarfs, jewels
and regalia, glistened in the sun. The streets, in their antique picturesqueness,
were perfectly resplendent, and the crowds who assembled to see the extended
line of the “free and accepted” brotherhood pass along their route were in the
highest state of glee and good temper.

The number of Masons present was about 500, representing about a dozen
English Lodges, together with the Grand Lodge of England. The scene the in-
terior of the church presented during the performance of divine service was
very striking ; every available foot of standing or sitting ground seemed occu-
pied, while the brilliant August sunshine struggling through the lofty and lat-
ticed windows of the sacred edifice dissipated the “dim religious light,” and
shone on the vast crowd beneath, illuminating the rich dresses of the ladies, the
equally gay adornments of the Masonic Brethren, and the dark tunics and
shining accoutrements of the Rifle Band.

The sermon was preached by the Rev. Bro. Watson, who took for his text, the
ist verse of the 28th chap. of Chrenicles, Book I., ¢ The work is great, for the
Palaoce is not for man but for the Lord God.”

Afier service in the church, the Brethren proceeded to the North East corner,
where the stone was in readiness to be adjusted. The official dignitaries having
taken up their position, the Rifle Band again played the National Anthem, after
which the Rev. Bro. Watson offered up an appropriate prayer. The Director of
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the Ceremonies, Bro. C. H. Lowe, then read the inscription on the plate aloud,
and it was then adjusted in its place on the stone by the D. P. G. M. Bro. W.
A. F. Powell. The P. G. M. was then handed the horn containing the ears
of corn, some of which he sprinkled over the stone and plate, and afterwards
having received the chalice, poured a libaiion of wine onit: the D. P. G. M.
then added some oil, and the P. G. M. besprinkled the stone with salt. The P.
G. M. then tried the stone wilh the square and level, and said, *‘I declare this
stone to be true, trusty and perfect.” A silver trowel was then handed to him,
with which he laid some mortar on the top of the stone. The stone was then
raised opposite 10 its niche in the wall, and adjusted there by Mr. Rice and his
assistants. The architect, Mr. Godwin, handed the P. G. M. a mahogany mal-
let, with which the latter struck the stone two or three times, and then declared
it properly laid. Anocther prayer was offered up and the 100th Psalm sung, the
_Rifle Band accompanying. The Grand Master then pronounced the benedic-
tion.

ONE OF THE ADVANTAGES OF FREEMA-
SONRY.

My grandfather, Charles Ranney, some seventy years since, shipped from
Philadelphia to Hayti a load of mules on the schooner Mechanic, of which he
was master. At Hayti he exchanged them for coffee and other West India pro-
duce—among the rest two barrels of lan;pblack—and was about to eail, when he
was taken down with the yellow fever so violently that he could not depart. One
morning his nurse came down into the cabin crying —* Oh, Master ! Master! the
niggers has riz! the niggers has riz! they’re going to kill all that's got white
faces.” He advised her to conceal herself and leave him to his fate.

In a short time a rush was made on board. The sound of arms soon followed,
then the groans of the five seamen inhumanely butchered on the deck, and then
the demoniac crowd came flying into the cabin thirsting for blood. The nurse
was instantly shot dead. A pistol was presented to my grandfather’s breast, and
he was threatened with instant death if he did not point out.the place in which
his money was concealed. At this instant, raising himself in the bed, he made
the Masonic sign of distress. T'wo of the party, San Pe and Desaline, recognized
it, and, coming forward, made themselves knuwn to him as Masons and promised
to protect him. But they informed him that they could only eave him by his in-
stantly leaving the vessel, which must be destroyed. That night a boat with .
muffled oars came for him and took him to an American vessel lying off at some
distance, and by that means he made his escape, but with the loss of all his pro-
perty.

When he arrived home he was entirely destitute and still prostrate with the
effect of his disease. But the Masonic Brethren took him kindly into town to
good quarters. ‘ Clothes and other necessaries were laid furtively at his bedside,
no one appearing to know who sent them, and only a slip of paper, without signa-
ture, informing him that they were a fraternal gift. But by accident, the initiala
of a certain well-lknown Brother Mason of that place were found upon the
articles, which gave him a clue to the name and character of his benefactor.



ORDER OF ST. JOHN~—THE ACACIA. 29
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Taz Hon. member for Dundalk, Mr. Bowyer, has just been elected by the
Chapter of the Order at Rome, a Knight of the Sacred, Religious, and Military
Order of St. John of Jerusalem. This Order—also known by the name of
Hospitallers, Knights of Rhodes, and Knights of Malia—has lately been reformed
by the Pope, and brought back to its original principles. The Austrian Govern-
ment, aad that of the Pope baving furnished the necessary supplies, a novitiate
of the Order has been established at Jerusalem, together with an hospital for pil-
grims of all nations, managed by some of the Knights in their original character
of Hoepitallers. The babit of the Order is black, with a white Maltese cross.
The knights are bound to recite the office of the Blessed Virgin Mary, or of the
dead, daily, and they enjoy many spiritual advantages and privileges granted by
various popes. All the knights, whether professed or ¢ of devotion,” are obliged,
before their election, to furnish proofs of unblemished descent and gentle blood
for 200 years.—Neury (Eng.) Ezaminer.

THE ACACIA.

Tux sprig of acacia is one of the most beautiful and suggestive symbols of
the Master’s degree. It is an emblem of our faith in the immortality of the
soul, and by it we are reminded that we have an immortal part within us which
shall survive the grave and which shall never die. Some Masonic authors con-
tend that acariz is a corruption of cassia, probably drawing their conclusions from
the fact that in the oldest ritual which we possess (of 1780) the words used are
‘¢ sprig of acacia.” Bul for the cassia, we can find no appropriate mystic mean-
ing, while on the other hand the symbolism of the acacia is of peculiar import
in its connection with the Master’s degree. The acacia is the acacia vera of
Tournefort, and the minosa nilotica of Linneus; and Calmet, Gesenins, Clarke,
Shaw, and Parkhurst, all agree that the otzi shittim, or shittimwood, was the
acacia or minosa nilolica of Linneus. It was the wood of this tree which was
employed for the building of the tabernacle. We find many instances in an-
tiguity, and even at the present day in some parts of the East, where a symbolic
use is made of certain woods in building and sculpture. The signification of
the acacia or shiltah is based on its peculiar character of incorruptibility. The
wood is so durable that it does not decay, even when long immersed in water.
Pliny says—** Spina nigra celebrantur quoniam incorrupla eliam in aquis durat, ob
id utilligsima navium costis.” The Greek translators, referring to this peculiarity,
sendered it “ zulon aseplon,” and the LXX call the posts and planks of shittim
wood * stuloi aseploi,’ whence it appears that the idea of incorruptibility was al-
ways inseparably attached to this wood.

Among all the nations of antiquity we find the ideas of death and of putre-
faction (sepsis) or decay, inseparably connected, and in the same manner we find
“ incorruptibility” and ‘¢ life”? used synonymously, The word * aptharsia”
{Romaus ii. 7) is synonymous with ¢ zoe aionios,” so also (in 2 Tim, i. 10) ¢ zoe”
and “ aptharsia,”’ and the expression “stephanos aphthartos’ (1 Co. vii. 25)is
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rendered “ stephanos fes zoes” (James i. 12 and Rev, ii. 10). The Shittimwood,
or Acacia, then, as a “ wood of uncorruptibility,” is at the same time a * wood
of life or immortality,” and in Egypt for this reason we find it consecrated to the
Sun-God or source of celestial light and life. (Kircher Odipus. Aeg. IIL c. 2).
This idea of ¢¢ life” we find also among the Hebrews, as well as among all other
ancient nations, symbolically attributed to wood or trees. This interpretation of
the Acacia seems to be a rational and natural one, and as the peculiar symbol of
immortality it is mosf appropriate to the third degree, all the teachings of which
are intended to inculcate the great lesson that * life rises out of the grave,”—N.

Y. Despatch.

HON. STEPHEN A. DOUGLAS.

Wt take the following sketch of the Masonic history of this distinguished
Brother from the address of the M. W. Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of
Illinois, referred to in another place :—

Born in Brandon, Vermont, April 24, 1813 ; in the winter of 1833, and four a
teacher at Winchester, in this State ; in the spring of 1834, an attorney in Jackson-
ville ; in February, 1835, elected State’s Attorney ; in 1836, elected to the Legisla-
ture ; in April, 1837, appointed Register of the Land Office ; in December, 1840,
appointed - Secretary of State ; in February, 1841, elected Judge of the Supreme
Couort ; in August, 1843, 1844 and 1846, elected Representative’ in Congress ; in
1846, a Major, under Col. $ohn J. Hardin, in the Nauvoo War ; in December, 1846,
January, 1853, and Jaouary, 1859, elected United States Senator.

Initiated in Springfield Lodge, No. 4, by P. G. M. Helm, June 11, 1840 ; passed
June 24 ; raised June 26 ; attended meetings July 15, August 13, 24, 28, September
1, October 5, November 9, 16, 25, 30, December 7, 14, 21 and 23; elected Junior
Warden December 23 ; officiated January 4, 1841; also January 13, 18, February
3 and 23 ; April 19, having removed to Quincy, resigned ; elected Grand Orator
October, 1840 ; while acting as Circuit Judge, visited the Lodges in his circuit, and
the Lodge in Springfield when on the Supreme Bench ; visited the Grand Lodge
every day while in session at Chicago, in 1848. Made a Mark Master in Spring-
field Chapter, by P. G. M. Helm, August 22, 1842, and exalted in Quincy Chapter,
No. 5, September 3, 1847, by P. G. M. Jonas. Had he remained at Sprinfield, 1
presume that he would, years since, have attained to the highest honors in Ma-
sonry.

He died June 3, 1861, and on the evening of June 6, I convened an Emergent
Grand Lodge at Chicago, to pay such last sad rites as were in our power to his
memory. Assisted by Past Dep. Grand Master Bleney, as Deputy, Hon. Brother
William A. Richardson, as 8. G. Warden, and Brother Capt. John M. Pitmen, as
J. G. Warden, accompanied by the Lodges and Brethren of Chicago, and from
abroad, we repaired to the Hall, where the body lay in state, when the public cere-
monies were performed, an oration pronounced, by W. Brother H. A. Johnson, and
a procession formed, which occupied over one hour in depositing the evergreen
upon the body, singing all the while the burial dirge. It was, for ita majesty,
significance, awe and solemnity, the most imposing funeral pageant I ever beheld.
Every feature of the face was natural, majestic and imposing, even in death, and
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one could hardly resist the solemn impression that his spirit hovered over, hushed

and awed the vast throng into a mouraful silence, to sobs, grief and tears. In the

meridisn of life he has gone; of his public career I will not speak, for I should

only repeat what you all know ; his manners, talents and endowments it is unne-

cessary to describe, for who, in all Iilinois, has not seen the people’s tribune,
Stephea A. Douglas.

FRANCE.

Pamxce MugaT having fixed the 14th of October for the election of Grand
Master of the Masonic Order of France, the following letter was written by the
private secretary of Prince Napoleon, M. Fauvety, venerable of a Lodge, to be
commaunicated to the members of the Grand Orient of France :—

Sir—You have done-me the honor to ask what are the intentions of H. I. H.
Prince Napoleon with regard to the election of Grand Master of the French Free-
masons, about to take place. I hasten to inform you that the prince, having
thought proper to give in his resignation after the election of last May, has
aathorized me to declare to the deputies of the Lodges of French Freemasons that
he wishes them to give their votes to some other candidate. I am happy to add, in
the prince’s name, that while ceasing to be the representative of the Order, his
Imperial Highness nevertheless considers it a duty incumbent on him to give his
utmost aid to an institution from which he has recently received so signal a proof
of confidence and sympathy.

Accept, &c.,
Paris, Oct. 6. Ex. Husainz.

.

®@bituary.

[From the address of G. Mester of Illinois.
Beoruzr WILLIAM C. HOBBS.

Tux composite colamn in our Grand Lodge has fallen! His early years were
employed in teaching. From 1847, until his death, he resided in Bloomington, and
was initiated in Bloomington Lodge, No. 43, May 26, 1847, passed June 23, and
raised Jaly 10. He attended the session of the Grand Lodge the same year, and
was appointed Senior Grand Deacon ; the following year he served as Senior
Deacon of his Lodge, represented it in the Grand Lodge, and was elected Junior
Grand Warden. He discharged his duties with great fidelity and remarkable
ability, and retained an ascendency and influence in the Councils of this Graand
Lodge seldom vouchsafed to any retiring officer.

He served as the first High Priest of Bloomington Chapter, No. 26, and was the
first Generalissimo in Elwood Commandery in Springfield. He was a polished
geotleman and a polished writer, scrupulously neat ; with his intimates, cheerful,
affable and agreeable; in general society, reserved, but polite. No man could be
more beloved by those who knew his whole heart, for his hand and heart were
ever open to the ery of the needy, the wail of the orphan, the petition of the poor
or the oppressed. In spite of repeated losses, he always found something for the
way-wora preacher, the indigent Mason, and the indigent Mason's child. While
no widow, no child remain to heap flowers upoti his tomb, there are several edu-
cated young men and women, now engaged in useful pursuits, who owe all their
prosperity to his bounty. The Masooic rites at the funeral of our deceased Brother,
in February last, were impressively performed by his early pupil, Past Grand
Master Pickett. It is understood that he died poor. Such being the case, I trust
this Grand Lodge will show its gratitude for his eminent services, by assisting his
Lodge and Chapter in erecting a suitable monument to his memory.
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Masonic Funerars.—The Grand Master
of Rhode Island has issued an official edict,
requiring that “ on the burial of a Mason, by
any body of Royal Arch Masons, or Knights
Templar, in this jurisdiction, it shall be the
duty of the Master, or other proper officer of
the Lodge of which the deceased was a mem-
ber, or within whose jurisdiction the funeral
is held, to open a Lodge of Master Masons,
and perform in the same, that portion of the
Master Mason’s burial service, appointed for
the Lodge.” The Grand Master evidenjly
feels the incongruity of interring a Brother by
tites not known to ancient Masonry and call-
ing the ceremony a Masonic burial. Ma-
sonry recoguizes but one Masonic service,
and the Lodge only as the proper body to per-
form it.

DiprerxNncEs AMONG BaETiaen.—The M.
‘W. Grand Master ol Rhode Island, in an of-
ficial circular to the Lodges under his jurisdic-
tion, ordains that—* All Masons and Lodges
of Masons are hereby forbidden to appeal to
the public or to individuals not Masons, either
orally or through the public press, or in any
other manner, on any question or matter af-
fecting the Masonic character, standing, or
good name of -any Brother, or body of Breth-
ren, or the Constitution or polity of the
Fratemity. And we do hereby require and
strictly enjoin each and every Mason, or body
of Masons, within our jurisdiction, that they
bring their grievances, if any they have, be-
fore the constituted Masonic authority having
power 10 hear and delermine the same—
patiently to await their action and meekly
abide the decision made.”

(07 Godey's Lady's Book for November is
one of the richest and most beautiful num-
"bers of the series. The ¢ Fashion Plate” is
particularly fine as a work of art, as is also
the frontispiece, **The New Boy,” a fine
steel engraving of eighteen figures. The
other embellishments, which sre numerous,
are of a correspondingly Ligh character and
the literary contents are in keeping with
them. Oa the whole we think it one of the
best numbers of the year. Published by L.
A. Godey, 323 Chestnut street, Philadelphia,

Vagrant Lecturers.— We are pleased to no.
tice that the new Grand Master of lllinois,
M. W, F. M. Bras, of Paris, is following
the course of his pred in the adopti
of energetic m for the suppression of
vagrant lecturers within his jurisdiction, the
greatest evil our Grand Lodges have just
now to contend against. He has just issued
an important circular to the Lodges, embody-
ing a complete organization of his jurisdiction,
by the appointment of one Lecturer for the
State at large, with thirteen district lecturers,
as assistants; and requires the Lodges to
“reject all lecturers and teachers” except
those thus appointed. He also reminds the
Lodges that ‘“ the Trestle-Board was many
years since adopted as the working Manual
in the State,” and expresses the “ hope that
every Lodge will have a copy on its stand.”

Ohkso.—A correspondent writes from Co.
lumbus, Oct. 21—* Our Grand Lodge closed
its session on Thursday, 17th inst., after =
harmonious session of three days. Rules
were adopted for the government of Military
Lodges. The following officers were elected :
Geo. Rex, G. M.; Howard Matthews, D. G.
M.; Thos. Sparrow, G. S. W.; Lucius C.
Jones, G. J. W.; John D. Caldwell, Sec.

05~A subscriber in Ohio writes us as fol-
lows—*¢ Your Magszine is the best Masonic
periodical in the country, and 1 will endeavor
to get more subscribers for itin this city.” If
one half our present subscribers would do
the same thing, our subscription list would
soon assume its proper dimensions.

roposed
y., t0

0G"The E Masonic Convention at
Louisville, consider the effairs of the

country, is, so far as we can learn, generally
disapproved by the leading Masons, (and
Masonic bodies 20 far as they have acted,) of
the country.

IrLinois —The following are the Officers of
the Grand Commandery ot lllinois :—

H. A. Johuneon, Chicago, G. Commander ;
F. K. Hulbard, Morris, D. G, C.; Wm. H.
Turner, Chica&o, G. G.; D. W, C. Martin,
Alton, G. C. G.; P. A. Armstrong, Morris,
G. 8. W.; H. W. Habbard, Jolie, G. J. W.;
John C. l(l}ybolt, Pekin, G. P.; R. H. Foss,
Chicago, G. T.; H. C. Ranney, Chicago,
G.R.; Jas. H Hibbard, Alton, G. St. B ; J.
R. Gorin, Decatur, G 8. B.; J. W. Spalding,
Galesburg, G. W.; L. K. Osborn, Chicsgo,



.
/‘.
i)

4'" .

l%‘

. ", a .

.:p,"

AP ]

THE

FREEMASONS’

MONTHLY MAGAZINE.

Vor. XXI. DECEMBER 1, 1861. No. 2.

FREEMASONRY IN FRANCE.

Freemasoney in France at the present moment is in a very remarkable
and perplexing condition, arising, not from any fault of its own, but from
the inexplicable and unwarrantable interference of the civil authorities.
In 1852 the Brethren, at the request, if not by the order of the Emperor,
elected for their Grand Master the Prince Lucien MuraT, who imme-
diately entered upon the duties of his office, giving to them his personal
attention, and discharging them, if not always to the entire satisfaction of
the Brethren, with an apparent zeal and honesty of purpose. As disin-
terested observers, we are inclined to the opinion, that on the whole, his
administration for the period during which he presided over the Grand
Lodge, was productive of favorable results to the Order in France,
and the recent failure to re-elect him was an unfortunate occurrence.
The Brethren in Grand Lodge, however, taking a different view of the
maitter, at the annual meeting in May last nominated tho Prince NAroLEON
as an opposition candidate and elected him to the office of Grand Master.
This gave rise to an angry dispute between the rival candidates, which,
but for the supposed interference of the Emperor, might have terminated
fatally 10 one or the other. The result, however, was that the successful
candidale resigned, or rather, we think, that the election was set aside, on
the grounds of nformality in the proceedings, and the meeting of the
Grand Lodge was adjourned to the 14th of October ensuing, wheu it was
supposed the Prince Napoleon would be again elected without much op-
position, the Prince Murat having declined to be considered a candidate.
Ob the 6th of October, however, (only eight days before the meeting,) the
former, through his private Secretary, Mons. Hubaine, notified the Lodges
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that he should not be a candidate, and desired the deputies to give their
votes to some other Brother. This, under any circumstances, would have
been a disappointment to the Lodges, who had looked forward to the
placing of the Prince at their head, as a matter of importance to their
future prosperity, if not as a guaranty against official interference ; but it
was particularly embarrassing to them that the late date at which the
Prince had signified his intentions, rendered it impossible that the inform-
ation could be communicated to the four hundred and seventy lodges
within the jurisdiction, in season to enable them to decide on a suitable
Brother to fill the vacant chair. They were not left long, however, in
this dilemma, for on the 12th October, two days before the meeting, the
Prefect of Police, doubtless by command of the Emperor, issued the fol-
lowing order :—
¢ Nantes, 12th Oct., 1S61.

* Sir—I have the honor to call your attention to the following order received
from the Prefect of Police, Director of Public Safety :—

*¢In view ol information received at this office and in the interests of the pubhc

eace—
d ¢ All Freemasons are forbidden to meet for the purpose of electing a Grand
Master bel'ore the month of May, 1862,
¢ ¢ For the Counsellor of State,
¢ ¢ Baron D& GirarpoT,
- . ¢ ¢ Secretary Gen

The effect of this edict is to leave the Grand Lodge virtually without a
head, though the Prince Murat is still legally the Grand Master ; but it is
not probable that he will have anything further to do in the matter, unless
otherwise commanded by the Emperor, who seems to have taken the en-
tire control of the Order into his own hands ; nor is it probable that any
meeting of the body will take place before October. The Lodges will in
the meantime continue their meetings as usual, unless the Prefect of
Police, or his Master, shall think proper to remove all opportunity for dis-
cussing the peculiarities of the condition in which they are placed, by
issuing another edict closing them up altogether. Such an order would
be entirely consistent with the suspending the Grand Lodge, and is not at
all improbable.

On receiving the edict of the 12th October, given above, the delegates
from the Provinces, who had already arrived in Paris, to attend the ex-
pected session of the Grand Lodge, addressed the following Protest to the
Secretary of the Interior :—

* Monsieur le Ministre—A majority of the representatives of Provincial Lodges,
obeying an invitation which they had every reason to suppose correct, since it
emanated from their Masonic government, have only heard since their arrival in
Paris of the interdict forbidding Masons from assembling for the purpose of electing
a Grand Master. They regret that the notice has reached the Lodges so tardily

Y A
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and after the departure of their representatives, but they would not think of com-
plaining, had they merely lost their time and money and had any other reason
been assigned than the interests of the public peace.

* Permit, then, the Masons come to Paris to represent their Brethren in so serious
a matter as the clection of a Grand Master, to protest against an allegation tending
to foster the belief that a Masonic assemblage can by any possibility interfere with
the public peace.

‘ We deem it a duty, sir, to protest to you, in our own name and in the name of
our absent Brethren, against all reports tending to represent French Masonry as
capable of being associated with disorder. Respect for law and order is the essen-
tial characteristic of our institution, and he must cease to be a Mason who could
for a moment forget it. We bave the honor, etc.”

A correspondent of the New York Albion, writing from Paris, notices
thg offensive edict in the following terms :—

““ The French Freemasons are now in a very extraordinary fix. In the Spring
they turned out Murat and elected Prince Napoleon for their Grand Master. Murat
declared the election of the rival void, and the Emperor coming to his aid, made
Prince Napoleon resign, and adjourned the election till the autumn. The other
day, as you were informed, Murat summoned a Grand Lodge for October 14, to
proceed to the election, and Prince Napoleon's secretary, in .a published letter,
stated that his Imperial Highness, for the reasons which led to his former resigna-
tion, did not wish to be again chosen. But it being fully ascertained that the Free-
masons will not have the pretender to the throne of Naples (Murat) at any price,
the Emperor, at the last moment, comes forward again to give him another respite.
Only yesterday (two days before the day fixed for the nomination) the telegraph

swas set to work to order the prefects of all the departments to warn Freemasons

not to come to Paris. The Craft is probibited from meeting to elect a Grand Mas-
ter until May, 1862, and the reason alleged for the prohibition is that the election
would ‘endanger public tranquility.’ This is a most miserable pretext. A more
peaceable body of men than the Masters of the different Lodges of France, cannot
be conceived, and the idea of their meeting, with their aprons and trowels, in the
Grand Lodge of the Rue Cadet, being a danger to the public peace, is perfectly
ridiculous.”

‘The opinion of the writer of the above would seem to be that the Em-
peror wishes to retain the Prince Murat as Grand Master of the Masons
in the empire, and in order to afford time for the opposition to exhaust
itself he has postponed the election for a year. Against this theory we
have the positive declination of the Prince himself, though this would not
probably be of much account against the wishes of the Emperor. It is,
indeed, difficult to conceive the motive or the reasons for the interference
of the civil authorities in the election. Had the edict closed up all the
Lodges, and thus suppressed their meetings as * secret societies,” the
apology for it might have been that it was demanded by * reasons of
State.” But no such excuse can be offered as the matter now stands. If
danger is to be apprehended at all, it is from the four hundred and seven
Lodges scattered over the Provinces, and not from the election of a
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presiding officer for the Grand Lodge, and he a member of the imperial
family. The whole thing is inexplicable, unless the solution is to be
found in the following article from the London Freemasons’ Magazine of
Oct. 26 :—

The Grand Orient was to have met on the 14th Oct. for the election of a Grand
Master—under the adjournment from May last—and as the Prince Napoleon had
refused to stand for the office, it was hoped that the election would be allowed
quietly to take place ; but no! it was at the last moment announced by the Prefect
of Police that the meeting must be further adjourned uatil May next, when the
Brethren will be allowed to proceed with the election of a Grand Master, should
that illustrious Brother, the Emperor, have determined the principles on which the
Grand Lodge may be allowed to exist, it being clear that his Imperial Majesty’s
Government intend to lay down some regulations on the subject, though 10 what
extent we are as yet kept in ignorance. .

At present, however, the Grand Lodge is virtually suppressed under a circular
which the Minister of the Interior, M. de Persigny, has addressed to the Prefects
of Police in the various departments of the Empire. :

It is not our province in the Freemasons’ Magazine to discuss the policy of the
Emperor of France, or of any other Government, but cheerfully admit that whilst
any form of government exists in a country, it is its duty, if it would retain its
position, to see that its measures are not thwarted by any class of its subjects,
either through the instrumentality of secret societies or otherwise. It is well
known that for a considerable period the Jesuits and other bodies of ecclesiastics
have endeavored to raise a spirit of hostility in the people to the Government of
the Emperor, in consequence of the assistance which he has given to the re-estab-
lishment of the kingdom of Italy, in which all true-hearted Englishmen, be their
political opinions or creeds what they may, will rejoice, and to its being pretty
generally understood that the Government of the Emperor is not averse to, if he is
not prepared in time to enforce, the separation of the spiritual from the temporal
power of the Pope—by which the head of the Catbolic Church will be deprived of
earthly honors, though still maintained in the rank of a spiritual prince. Through-
ont France there exists many charitable institutions of a religious character, such
as the 8St. Vincent de St. Paul, St. Frangais-Regis, and St. Frangois de Sales—the
objects of which are most excellent, being not only to relieve the poor, but to edu-
cate, improve, and elevate the working classes. But the institutions, it is reported,
have become the hotbeds of clerical agitators for the purpose of thwarting the
Government in its efforts to assist in the pacification of Italy, and lessen the power
of the Popes of Rome. It is admitted that these are not political societies, being
formed of * religious men belonging, without distinction, to all opinions,” and com-
bining, ‘“among tbeir ranks, a great number of public functionaries, and devoted
friends of the Government ;" but it is objected that the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul, for that appears to be the chief offender, not only haslocal committees, but that
it has a superior council sitting at Paris, of which the Government cannot approve,
as it ‘*is not nominated by local societies, but of its own sole authority, elects its
members, arrogates the right of governing the others, in order to make them a sort
of occult association, the ramifications of which it extends beyond the frontiers of
France, and which possesses a budget levied from the conferences, of which the
employment is unknown,” although we have no doubt it is shrewdly guessed at.

The result is that, by this circular of M. de Persigny, the Prefects of Police are



STROLLS AMONG THE WORKMEN. 37

requested to remind these societies of their legal position, that they must confine
themselves to their own districts, and all central authority be suppressed. And
this ciccular includes the Freemasons, which are admitted to be bound together for
‘ purely philanthropic objects’’—and now consists of 470 Lodges—the Craft baviog
ever “shown itself animated with a patriotism which has never been in default
under important circumstances ;"' and whilst, at the preseat moment, these Lodges
are warned, with other societies, of their legal position, it is expressly admitted
that *“ sach is the order and spirit which reign in this association that, with the ex-
ception of its central organization, the mode of election of which being of a nature
to excite rivalry between the different Lodges, and to disturb their good harmony,
calls for some modification ; it ¢ ¢t but be advantageous to authorize and recognize
its existence,”—and further, we are informed that societies wishing for a central
representation, are to give their reasons for such wish, when the Minister will
‘“have the hounor to take the Emperor's orders to decide on what basis, and accord-
iog to what principles that central representation may be organized.”

We are glad to see the testimony borne by the French Minister to the readiness
with which the Brethren of France bow to the laws of their country—no matter
what their individual opinions—and trust that, though a cloud is for the present
hanging over the institution, that it may be quickly dispersed, and that the regula-
tions of the Government for its recognition may be such as can be accepted with
dignity, and add to the usefulness of the Craft. Being so, there can be then no
mistake as to the real governing body of Freemasons in France, which should at
once be acknowledged by the Grand Lodge of England—whilst if each province is
to be left to itsell, it will be impossible to discriminate the genuine from the false
Mason, and we shall have no other alternative than that, which all would regret,
of closing the portals of our Lodges against all French Masons. It has always
been a matter of regret to us that England has had no relations with the Grand
Orient of France, and we therefore look forward with pleasure to the day when,
being officially acknowledged by the Government of France, we can make no
error in extending towards it the right hand of fellowship, so that out of apparent
evil may come good, and Freemasonry be yet another bond for binding the peoples
of the two nations together in amity and good will.

STROLLS AMONG THE WORKMEN.
NO. 6.

Dear Brother Moore,—1 am inclined to skip over a page or two in my journal
for the purpose of diversifying the subject, otherwise I fear you will put me down
as an old grumbler or fault-finder. I assure you, however, I am neither; I only
have my share of fondness for old customs, in common with the brotherhood
generally. Although I may not like being placed among the old fogies of the
Order, neither am I inclined to be classed with reckless young America. There
is safficient spirit in my composition to seize upon anything that will prove ad-
vantageous to the Institution ; but, like others of my Brethren, I am not disposed
to favor changes under fancied improvements.

It is remarkable how exceedingly tenacious Masons are generally of preserving
the old customs and usages of the Order. This feeling, I believe, is shared to &
greater or less degree by all. The exceptions, when found, are among those
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who have not properly investizated the science and principles of Freemasonry,
and consequently know but little about its general regulations and old customs.
The young Mason is as sensitive in this particular as the old Brother, all feeling
a wilful variation from the old Landmarks of the Order to be an unpardonable
offence.

I like to see Masons pertinacious in maintaining this point, but at the same time
they should be sure that their own instructions in the Ritual were correct and
their positions invulnerable. I have thought that the fondness mauifested for our
forms and ceremonies was owing, in a great degree, to their peculiar quaintness
and in differing so widely as they do from the practices of modern societies.
They bear the stamp of antiquity : are unique and solemn, and possess an inex-
pressible grandeur, which, united, are not only attractive, but make an indelible
impression upon the heart. Forms and ceremonies of some character have been
used for the induction of initiates into Freemasonry from time immemorial ; but to
what date in antiquity its present Ritual can be fixed, I presume will be difficult
satisfactorily to establish. I8 mysteries, however, as we have them, are en-
shrined as * jewels rare” in the recess of human hearts, and the casket guarded
by the sleepless vigil of seunsitive consciences. No other sentinel is needed to
ensure their safety, and, until the beginning of the last century, no other was
thought of;; there were no restraints or government comrollmg the Craft but
those communicated traditionally.

It was not until that period that the framework of the Institution assumed a
tangible and systematic form, and yet we find that the mysteries of Freemasonry
were safely lodged in the repository of faithful breasts, proving clearly that their
safe-keeping did not depend upon the permanent organization of a Lodge, for up
to this period Masons required no warrant to give legality to their Lodges. Their
meetings were casual, the Brethren, in their respective neighborhoods, coming
together as was their wont, to meet the exigencies of the moment. They met as
circumstances required, and opencd Lodges for work and instruction; and al-
though they did so without specific authority, their Lodges, when opened,
possessed the same vitality, power and virtue us do Lodges of the present day,
which exist under the panoply of a Grand Lodge by a “ warrant of authority.”

It was under an indefinite organization such as this, and preserved through
ages enveloped in darkness, that we have had transmitted to us, nnimpaired, the
most beautiful tenets of our Institution. Notwithstanding the native and peculiar
organization of the Masons of that day,and which to us seem to lack the power
and cohesive strength found only in concert of action, we find our ancient
Brethren not only as capable of appreciating the ritual and principles of the
Order, but as faithful in maintaining them inviolate as the Masons of the present
day, surrounded as they are by the restraints of innumerable laws and regula-
tions and the pomp and pageantry of august Grand Bodies. They appear too 1o
have fully understood what were the requisite qualifications of candidates for
our mysteries without the aid of written instructions. The Ritual and the un-
alterable Landmarks of the Order seemed to have equal prominence in their
teachings, for we find a general knowledge of the art, both in its principles and
its work, reflected from them in their full force.
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Although the safe keeping of our secrets may not depend in any degree upon
® representative system of government, it is necessary, under existing circum-
stances, that there should be either this or some other controlling form of govern-
ment by which the principles and usages of the Institution may be preserved and
perpetuated, and the Craft restrained from indulging in new notions and practices.
This necessity, doubtless, developed itself at the beginning of the last century,
for at that time a Grand Lodge sprang into existence, as it were, spontancously,
and the Craft imparted to it instrumentalities and powers of sufficient magnitude
to strengthen and enforce authority.

Abstractly considered, Masons possess the inherent right of opening Lodges
and doing Masonic work when and wherever a certain number are congregated
for that purpose. It is only said that the right has been resigned into the hands
of Grand Lodges, and that the Lodges can now only exist under the power of a
written or printed instrument of authority ; that we have been instructed * that a
Lodge is a certain number of Masons duly assembled, with a Warrant or Charter
empowering them to work.” It seems to me that this must vary the original
teaching under this head by the interpolation of the words “ Warrant or Charter,”
as such an instrument was not known in former times ; nor do 1 think it is strictly
applicable in the sense in which it is received by those instructed. It does not
convey the proper signification of what we are to understand a Lodge to be.

Tt will be admitted, of course, that a Lodge cannot now be lawfully opened
without a warrant of authority from a party authorized to issue one, and yet, al-
though a warrant empowers a body of Masons to open a Lodge, it is entirely un-
connected with any of the ceremonies proper to the occasion; nor is it at all
necessary in perfecting it. Nor do I agree with some of my very estimable
Brethren—whose Masonic attainments have reached a high pinnacle on the tem-
ple of fame, and at whose feet I would willingly eit and learn—that the warrant
musl be present in the room at the opening of the Lodge. I have already intimated
that it is indispensably necessary that a Lodge shounld be in posseesion of a
Charter or Warrant, and that a Lodge cannot be opened without such authority,
except only when done by the Grand Master in person, or by a Dispensation
from him.

Altbough it is essential that the Warrant should be in the custody of the
Lodge, I do not ook upon it as at all important whether it is in the safe of the
officer at his dwelling or hung up in the Lodge room. [ts virtue does not con-
sist in the parchment which conveys its force or the ink it is written with, It is
only valuable in this respect as cominunicating or expressing the act of the Grand
Body creating the Lodge, and because it furnishes the evidence of its lawful
existence. To be sure, it is far more convenient that the Warrant should be in
the room or near by, in case a visitor wishes to see it, or for other purposes, and
it is advisable that it should be there ; but I am unable to understand why its im-
mediate presence is indispensablo in the Lodge room at the opening. I take it
for granted it could not have becn so considered in olden times. ’

I make a distinction between a Lodge of Master Masons and a Master Mason's
Lodge. The one is created and maintains a perpetual existence by virtue of a
warrant of authority, while the other cannot be brought into existence by any
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such means, nor without the performance of certain ceremonies, and yet, under
the present system of government, they are both dependent upon each other. A
Lodge of Masons might exist under a warrant, after its institution, to the extent
of the constitutional limit, and be inoperative and powerless and unable to perform
any Masonic work, unless a Lodge was opened in ancient form.

A Master Mason’s Lodge does not remain in existence longer than during the
time it is thus regularly opened. Its functions as a Lodge ceases with the closing
ceremonies, and the same Lodge cannot be opened again, consequently the work
of each Lodge is perfect in itself. This idea cannot be better illustrated than by
citing the case of the initiation, passing and raising of a candidate. Although
the candidate receives the degrees from persons composing the same body of
Masons, they are conferred upon him by three distinct and separate Lodges, and
even should the third degree be divided, and the first section given at one meet-
ing and the second at the next, he would receive the respective sections from two
distinct Lodges.

I cannot close these reflections more appropriately or profitably than by
transcribing a portion of the very able report of the Committee on Foreign Cor-
respondence of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, which not only strengthens but
confirms the pousition here taken, and to no source can we look with more con-
fidence than this for orthodoxy in Masonic law.

“We ask the question, where is the power or the propriety, and under what
authority does a subsequent Lodge assume to judge the correctness of the pro-
ceedings of a previous Lodge, existing and working under the saine Charter or
Warrant? We shculd like to be informed upon these points ; for, to the minds
of your committee, it is all wrong, and the practice cannot be too severely re-
probated and too soon abolished, if our views are correct. We have been taught
to believe an entirely different practice to be correct, and followed by most of our
Lodges from the earliest introduction of Masonry in our State, and which long
experience has stamped as the best now brought under our notice. The Sec-
retary is required ¢ to observe the proceedings of the Lodge; keep a fair record
of all things proper to be written,’ &c., &c. ; hence everything which transpires
is regularly written in a bouk, and, before the Lodge is closed, these proceedings
are read and corrected by order of the Master, and it anything have escaped his
attention, some member suggests the oinission, the ainendment is made and the
question submitted—* Are the minutes correct?" The record is then signed by
the Master and attested by the Secretary ; the Lodge is then closed, and the pro-
ceedings stand as the work of the Lodge, for good or for evil, without power at
any subsequent meeting to alter or amend, condewn or approve. These proceed-
ings are then neatly transcribed in the ¢ Record Book,” and read at the next stated
communication—and for what? Not for its approval—for its chartered rights
are no greater than those of the preceding Lodge ; not to test the accuracy of the
Secretary in transcribing them—fur the Lodge being composed of different mem-
bers, cannot possibly know what transpired at the meeting ; but simply for in-
formation to the members, and also to enable the Master to draw his designs upon
the Trestle-Board, and shape the business of the Ledge accordingly. This, in
the opinion of your committee, is the correct course.”

Yours, truly and fraternally, D.
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OUR COUNTRY AND OUR DUTY.

An Address delivered before St. Andrew's Lodge, Boston, by R. W. Bzxs. Dean, D. D. G. M.
fur the First Masonic District, on the occasion of his annual visit, Oct. 10th, 1861,

It is unnecessary for me at this time to speak of the work of St, Andrew’s
Lodge. Without any examination I should be sure of its accuracy and skillful
delineation while in your hands. You and I were taught by the same teacher,
and your work accords with my own opinions of what correct work should be.

You will, therefore, excuse me if 1 leave those matters without further remark,
and say a word or two upon a subject of peculiar interest at the present crisis—
s subject I should hardly dare to venture upon if it had not already been some-
what discussed in Masonic circles, namely— The relations of Masonry to the
present distracled state of our Countyy.

Our Country is now being devoured by internecine strife—a condition foretold
by some, disbelieved by others, and feared by many.

Thirty years have scarcely elapsed since Webster closed his most brilliant
speech with these words :—

‘“ God grant, that when my eyes shall be turned to behold, for the last time, the
sun in heaven, may I not see him shining on the broken and dishonored fragments
of a once glorious Cnion ; on States dissevered, discordant, belligerent ; on a land
rent with civil feuds, or drenched, it may be, in fraternal blood! Let their last
feeble and lingering glance, rather behold the gorgeous ensign of the Republic, now
koown and honored throughout the earth, still full high advapced, its arms and
trophies streaming in their original lustre, not a stripe erased or polluted, nor a
single star obscutred—bearing for its motto, no such miserable interrogatory, as
what is all this worth ? Nor those other words of delusion and folly, Liberty first
and Union aflerwards—but everywhere spread all over in characters of living
light, blazing on all its ample folds, as they float over the sea and over the land,
and in every wind under the whole heavens, that other sentiment—dear to every
true American heart— Liberty and Union, now and forever, one and inseparable "

The prayer was answered. He did not live to see his Country’s dishonor. But
a few years, however, had closed over his grave ere the catastrophe came.

And now, when it has come—when cvery patriot is straining every faculty to
diecover some balm to heal the gaping wound, some power to arrest the fratrici-
dal strife, it is not surprising that many enthusiastic Brethren should look to the
Masonic Institution for a remedy.

They see our ancient institution prospering in every part of the country—a
Lodge within reach of every inhabitant—and those Lodges composed of the more
active and enterprising portions of the people. They think they have found the
iostitution having the power to cure the national disease, and they feel the im-
pulse to use it, ¢

Nor is thisall. It is but a short time, a very short time, since & body of Ma-
sons—the Knight Templars of Richmond, Virginia—visited Boston. They re-
tarned from the Capital of Massachusetts to the Capital of Virginia, to warm the
hearts of the Old Dominion towards the Old Bay Slate, by accounts of their
romantic pilgrimage, and the sincere and brotherly reception they were every-
where greeted with. 6
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Their visit is returned !—and everywhere on the goil of Virginia, flowers fill our
pathway,—Corn and Wine and Oil are without money and without price !—our
cup runneth over!

Cannot this institution, they exclsim—this glorious, wide-spread Masonic
Brotherhood—seize this monster rebellion in its powerful grasp and strangle it?
Can it not by organized action in all its branches sap its strength, by extracting
from the hearts of the combatants every unkind and warlike feeling ?

With sorrow for our Country, but without sorrow for the Institution, the answer
must be, No! With sorrow for the Country, because any substantial and per-
manent cure of her bleeding wounds should be hailed with tears of joy. With-
out sorrow for the Institution of Freemasonry, because such a use of it—sucha
power even—would be subversive of the institution itself.

Of course I do not mean that Masonry should not exert its conservative in-
fluences upon society, wherever it may flourish—softening asperities, mitigatiny,
and destroying fanaticism—inculcating charity towards all mankind,—but I mean
that it should not, as an organized institution, throw itself into the breach—place
itself between the contending parties, and attempt by any means, or in any man-
ner, to control or influence the political affairs of the Nation.

The Masonic and Kuightly courtesies to which I have alluded, undoubtedly
somewhat delayed the action of Virginia, but other and more direct influences on
the tide of events, thwarted their kindly tendencies. They were powerless to
prevent the storm. And we have the singular fact, that the Governor who wel-
comed his Brother Masons and Sir Knights to the shores of Virgiuia, is a leader
in the Rebel Army—and the more singular fact, that the Commmander of the En-
campment thut entertained us in Virginia, wrote that most intemperate and un-
masonic reply to the temperate Circular of the Grand Commander of the General
Grand Encampment of the United States, upon the duties of Templars in the
present crisis. ~

It is also worthy of remark, as an illustration of the changes wrought by time,
and of the march of events, and of the political weakness of such considerations
in times like these, that the indenture by which the Masons in Massachusetts
took their property from the control of the Legislature and popular fury in anti-
masonic limes, provided that in the event of the decay of Masonry in Massachu-
setlts, the Masonic Temple should be conveyed to the Grand Lodge of South
Carolina, to be improved and disposed of for Masonic purposes. Contemplate
the fact a moment : no two States are politically farther apart than Massachuselts
and South Carolina; yet the Masons of Massachusells conveyed all their pro-
perty, so that if they were overwhelmed by the fanaticism of their own people,
it should go exclusively to the Grand Lodge of South Carolina. Thank God the
institution still lives, and that Temple, instead of geing to the Grand Ludge-of
South Caroliva, has gone to the general Government for a Temple of Justice !
No! Masonry could not stop the stiife if it would. Its entire organization for-
bids any intermeddling with matters of a political nature. The charges to
which every Master of a Lodge assents, exacts a ‘“ patient submission to the de-
cisions of the Supreme Legislature.” If that Legislalure says fight, we must
fight.
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Its benevolence is nniversal ; its arms are extended alike to all ; no shade of
political opinion excludes a candidate ; it exists South and North, East and West ;
many Brethren of extreme political opinions in each section are among its mem-
bers, and they are taught that those opinions are not subject to its control, and
that they contracted their obligations to Masonry on the condition that they
should not interfere with the conscientious discharge of any political tie or duty.
If you say to a Southern Brother, you are engaged in a plot and conspiracy
against Government, he will reply, that he conscientiously believes that they
have the constitutional right to secede, or that they are engaged in justifiable
revolation, opening the discussion of subjects that have long distracted our un-
bappy coaniry.

The intreduction of such topics, instead of uniting the country, would divide
the institation. It is not an issue for a Masonic Lodge ; it must be decided by
the bayonet—it must be washed out in blood. As Masons, we must obey the
commands of the Supreme Legislature of our country ; she has commanded,
and we must fight at her biddiug ; it is not for Masonry to embarrass or meddle
with her measures. ’

If politics are excluded from our councils in ordinary times, they are still more
dangerous in times of great excitement,

If Masonry could be used for one political purpose, it might be for another;
if for a good oue, it might be for a bad one. The bulwark of entire prohibition
broken, and it would become a secret political organization, deserving the re-
probation and condemnation of every manly and straightforward mind.

Oa the 30th day of November, 1773, St. Andrew’s Lodge adjourned on ac-
count of the few Brethren present. A note to the record states that the ¢ con-
signees of tea took up the Brethren's time.”

What was done was done out of the Lodge; no issue was there settled—no
plan of arrangements was there agreed upon. So let it ever be. Whatever
you do ountside of Masonry, let it be done outside the Lodge room. Do not en-
danger the institution by mixing it up with your own political and ambitious pro-
jects.

Masonry npholds the country of its adoption by its direct teachings, and still
more by its great conservalism. It teaches its votaries to be peaceable citizens,
and cheerfully to conform to the laws of the country in which they reside ; to
pay a proper respect to the civil magistrate ; to work diligently, live creditably,
and act honorably by all men. Itis a peaceful, social, Christian organization,
scattering blessings wherever it goes. If in epite of its teachings rebellion takes
place, it waits upon the army ; by its social qualities, Christian teachings and
benign influences, and lofty rites, it mitigates the monotony of the camp, and
bumanizes the profession of war. It even follows in the wake of batlle, and
watches the issue like an angel of mercy.

The battle over, it is a shield to the fallen Brother—it protects him from farther
harm—it stays the then uplifted sword—it assuages the rigors of imprisonment—
it norses the sick, and ministers to the wounded.

Peace restored, and as the grand centre of life and light, it will spread its
genial and healing rays over our wide-spread land, carrying Brotherly Love, Re-
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lief and Truth to every mansion and to every cabin. It will conciliate true
fiiendship among those who might otherwise have remained at a perpetual
distance, and will hasten the time when “the heart and tongue shall again join
in promoting each other's welfare and rejoicing in each other’s prosperity."”

PRESENTATION TO COL. JONES.—INTER-
ESTING ANECDOTE BY GEN. BUTLER.

Tur members of Mount Horeb R. A. Chapter and Pilgrim Encampment, of
Lowell, met last Saturday eveuing for the purpose of presenting a dress sword to
Col. E. F. Jones, of the Massachusetis 26th Regiment, now stationed here, and
soon to leave for active duties. M. E. J. P. Folsom, High Priest of the Chapter,
presided.

After supper, Comp. Folsom called to order and explained the object for which
the Brethren had convened, Sir Knight W,.F. Salmon then presented an ele-
gant dress sword to Sir Knight Col. Jones in a very neat and appropriate speech,
which was replied 10 with a heart full of emotion by the Colonel, for this re-
membrance on the part of his Companions and Brethren, just as he was about to
leave for the trying duties to which his country called him.

Sir Knight Major General B. F. Butler was then called up and made a epeech
full of patriotism and feeling. The General stated that while he was in com-
mand at Fortress Monroe, (Hampton haviug been deserted by its inhabitants, was
occupied by his treops,) word came to him that some of the soldiers were wear-
ing the Masonic jewels and regalia which they had seized. The General ascer-
tained that a Lodge and Chapter of R. A. Masons had been established at
Hampton, the shire town of that county, and that their apartments had been laid
open to the public view by the lawlessness of some of his troops, Therefore he
caused all the furniture, jewels, regalia and property of the Lodge and Chapter
to be collected, numbered, and carefully stored within the Fortress, together with
a catalogue of the same, in order that they may be restored to the Brethren when
more peaceful times will enable them to resume their labors. The General's
remarks were received with great attention.

Sir Knight B. B. Sargeant, Mayor of Lowell, was then called upon, and he
was followed by Sir Knight Col. J. H. French, of St. Bernard Encampment,
commanding a regiment now stationed here. Speeches were then made by Sirs
W. S. Gardner, Commander of Pilgrim Encampment, Hosford, A. A. Putram,
from Chicago, Hutchinson, Dr. Burnham, Lang, and Companions Wood and
Brown, which were interspersed with singing by Sir Knight Borden, of St. John’s
Encampment, Providence, R. I. The occasion was an interesting one, and was
concluded by all uniting in singing ¢ Auld Lang Syne.”

Col. Jones was formerly Colonel of the Massachusetts 6tb, which met with
such a bloody reception on its march to the Capital through Baltimore, on the
19th of April last,

Lowell, Nov. 17, 1861.
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THE PEACE CONVENTION AT LOUISVILLE.

REPLY OF THE GRAND MASTER OF NEW YORK T0 THE INVITATION TO ATTEND AND
PARTICIPATE IN THE DELIBERATIONS OF THE CONVENTION.

Office of the Grand Master of Masons in the State of New York, z
Syracuse, V. Y., Oclober 18, 1861.

My Dear Brethren—Your kind and fratersal letter inviting me to attend and
participate in the deliberations of the proposed National Convention at Louisville,
Ky., on the 21st inst., to be composed of *¢ the present and past Grand Masters of
all the Grand Lodges of Freemasons in all the States,” was received some time
since, and would have been answered without delay, but for the desire I had of
ascertaining and if possible reflecting tbe views of my constituency. With this
object in view I have delayed my reply to the latest moment.

The object ot the proposed Convention seems to be * to recommend some plan
to heal the woes o! the country, or 1o make suggestions which may lead to such
a result ;”” and the confidence you express in the practicability of the movement
seems to be based in the undoubted conviction of my compeers in the several
States and of myself in “ the grand duty of making sincere and honest efforts to
save a sinking country from the wreck, ruin and desolation, now not only threat-
ening our own great and beloved land, but actually sweeping over it,”’ and you
ask us to *¢ come together from the East, West, North, and South, in a spirit of
enlarged and tender fraternity as patriotic men, and in the providence of God we
may be able to give out a lead which may redound to the salvalion of our nation,
and arrest the terrible national calamities now impending over us.”

1 am glad to recognize in the names of the dlslmgmshed genllemen who have
given me this invitation, the evidence of a sincere desire on their part, to make
our fraternity useful in the salvation of our country from impending ruin. Iam
also satisfied that the effort is prompted by pure and noble patriotism ; but before
[ shall commit the great constituency whose commission I bear, either directly
or indirecily, 1o a project of so much importance, and involving consequences so
pervading and momentous, and before determining whether the Masonic Fra-
ternity® of New York, with a constituency outnumbering the entire population of
one or more of the States engaged in the contest, should be represented in the
proposed convention by their present head, or by any representative appointed
by him, for the objects proposed, several considerations should be decided :
among which are— 4

1. Has the Grand Master of New York or the Past Grand Masters any authority
in their official capacities to represent the Fraternity of this State in the proposed
Convention ? N

2. What relation does Masonry hold to the political government under which it
exists that its agency may be employed for correcting evils existing therein, or for
averting calamities threatened thereto ?

3. What measures can be adopted or indicated by the Convention which would
meet the approval of both parties in the civil war now raging, and as a consequence
restore peace to the country ?

4. Are the objects of the Convention possible of attainment through any peace-
able agency ¢
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5. If favorable answers cannot be given to the last three questions, what then
can be done by our Fraternity, if anything, through the agency of that body, or
otherwise to mitigate or alleviate the horrors of the fratricidal strife in which the
country is involved ? .

These are plain questions, though they involve the whole subject, and I will
proceed to answer them candidly and as briefly as their gravity and importance
will permit.

First, then, as 10 the.authority of the representatives inviled from this State.
Touching that of the Past Grand Masters, it is a fundamental law of our Grand
Lodge that ““no past officer has any power or privileges as such, except the
respect duo to his standing, skill, asd experience, save what is expresely given
him by the Constitution of this Grand Lodge.” No authority is given these
officers in our Constitution to represent this jurisdiction in any national body
whatever. They are, therefore, without authority on this subject and can
represent nobody but themselves in the proposed Convention without appoint-
ment from the Grand Master. As respects the powers and privileges of the
Grand Master there are many prerogatives accorded to him derived alone from
“custom and tradition ;”’ but among these there are none which authorize him
to interfere with any enterprise of a political character. Among the powers
grauted 1o him, as specified in our “ writlen” laws, the most important, and that
only which would seem to authortze some action in the premises, is that which
empowers him “ to discharge all the executive functions of the Grand Lodge in
the intervals between its sessions.” That body may make Masonic appoint=
ments, in all cases where the authority is not specifically given to some one of
its officers; and as a consequence the Grand Master may make these appoint-
meuls, if proper to be made, when the Grand Lodge is not in session. The
question then arises, the abstract power to do so being conceded for the purposes
of this argument, whether I shall appoint one or more of my predecessors
or other members of the Fraternity, and it includes many of the ablest men of the
State, to represent New York in the proposed Convention? The answer to this
question must depend upon the other propositions before submitted ; the * seqond”
of which is—

What relation does Masonry hold to the political government, that its agency
may be employed in correcting the evils existing therein, or for averting the
calamities threatening its overthrow? This question might be readily answered
were we speaking for our Fraternity in England, where a member of the Royal
House, the Earl of Zetland, is Grand Master, or for our Brethren in Sweden,
where the late King Oscar was Grand Master, or for our Brethren in Prussia,
where His Majesty the King of Prussia is their Protector, or for our Brethren in
France, where Prince Lucien Murat has held the office of Grand Master for the
past seven years, and Prince Napoleon is said recently to have been elected to
it. In these countries Masonry is not a part of the government, but is connected
with it or dependent upon it to a certain degree, and its relations thereto are well
defined and understood ; but here in the United States it is independent of all
political control, and looks alone to the justice, charity and benevolence of its
principles, and the good character of its members for its position and influence
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in society. It is a principle of Masonic law, older than any existing political
government, that ‘ a Mason is a peaceable subject who is never to be concerned
in plots against the State, nor be disrespectful to the civil magistrate.” The
United States, as forming one people, one nation, was and is a State; it is so re-
cognized among the nations of the earth and by the doctrines of international
and municipal law. How it is possible, therefore, for my old and valued friends
Chief Jastice English, Albert Pike and T. D. Merrick, of Arkansas; Colonels
Hillyer and Kopperl, of Mississippi; Adams, Fellows, Barnett and Rick, of
Louisiana ; Col. Neil, of Texas ; Clopton, Wiley, Dixon and Sayre, of Alabama ;-

Gor. Brown,of Flonda Buist, Mackey, Gourdon and Ramsey, of South Carolina ;
Scott, Daniel and Dove, of Virginia; {and others of like mlelhnence, integrity

J

and Ma.somc knowledge to reconcile their resistance to the lawful authority of
the national government whose protecting care has sustained them, whose just
and benign laws have protected them, and whose liberal policy has encouraged
them, with their obligations to Masonry, of which they have been exemplars and
almost oracles, and which has inculcated this loyalty to their government as

and honcrable Tién, an nowmg this, [ am constrained

to beheve that some dire hallucination has possessed them. I have never heard
more loyal and patriotic sentiments expressed than those to which I have listened
while discharging the duties of a high and responsible position in a National
Convention to which their own magnanimous votes elected me, from the lips ot
Brothers Pike, Hillyer and Buist. Their thoughte on the occasion to which I
refer, and which will be remembered by hundreds of my Brethren from the
South, glowed with the eloguence of Demosthenes, with the fervor of Mirabeau,
and the wisdom of Jefferson. 1 little thought as the music of that eloquence
died npon my ears it was so soon to be revived in precipitaling a sovereign State
into rebellion as in the onslanght against the Union by Bro. Buist in the Legisla-
tare of South Caroling, or in that of Bro. Pike in employing his singular and
commanding influence’ and eloquence in inciiing the savage tribes 1o smite the
hand that feeds them and plunge the tomahawk into the heads and hearts of the
Brethren whom he was addressing. How strange and unaccountable are the
teachings of this eloquent Brother to the Fraternity in the Southwestern States
with bis present diabolic enterprise ! “It is not the mission of Masonry,” says
Bro. Pike in his address to the Grand Lodge of Louisiana only three years since,
“ to engage in plots and conspiracies against the civil Government, * % %
It does not preach sedition nor encourage rebellion by a people or a race when
it can only end in disaster or defeat ; or if successful in bloodshed and barbarism.
# & # [tirowns upon cruelty and a wanton disregard of the rights of hu-
manity, and it is alike the enemy of the mob and the autocrat; it is the votary
of liberty and justice.” Could these teachings reach the sober consciences of
the South, and be acted upon, there would be no need of meeting in the Con-
vention to which youn have invited me. I rejoice to accept from Bro. Pike this
explanation of our relation to the political government under which he and I
have been reared. These relations and obligations, as explained by him, are
those of loyalty and patriotism ; but I am ready to admit that as an organization
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we have no material power—no connection with these governments. We can
only act as individuals, as citizens and freemen in seeking to allay the strife and
discord between our Brethren, and to arrest the carnage which is summoning our
Brethrerr to the bar of God, by the teaching and practice of the principles tanght
us by the wise and good men of our Fraternity, and which are found in the
arcana of Masonry. Believing this only to be our duty, yet, fealing that I might
not fully appreciate the mission of our great Fraternity and the duty of my con-
stituency in reference to the Convention, I have asked the advice not ouly of my
cabinet of Grand Officers, as was my duty, but of all my predecessors in this
State who are living, and of other eminent Brethren; and I have been favored
with replies from very many of them, among whom I feel at liberty to mention
the names of Past Grand Masters Reuben Hyde Walworth, Nelson Randall,
leaac Phillips, Oscar Coles, Nathaniel F. Waring and John W. Simons, Hoa.
Archibald Bull, Rev. Doctors Stephen H. Tyng, A. B. Beach and R. L.
Schoomaker, Hon. George W. Clinton, Clinton F. Paige, Senior Grand Warden ;
John J. Crane, Deputy Grand Master; James M. Austin, Grand Secretary ;
Henry W. Turner, Representative of the Grand Lodge of Canada; A. B. Cald-
well, Esq., and a Convention of the Lodges at Albany, our State Capitol, and
others of our Fraternity which include among their members some of the best
and most conservative men of the State, and of others who are high in the con-

- fidence of the State and Nation. The Grand Masters of other States have also
addressed me, giving their own views and desiring to know the course which
New York designed to pyrsne. I do not feel at liberty to give the views
of the writers named or those of others who have favored me with their
opinions, because many of them are confidential, but some of the writers bave
kindly and very appropriately given the press the privilege of copying their let-
ters addressed to me. I state my own convictions and what I believe to be those
of the fraternity of this State in saying that the relations of Masonry to the civil
governmente, both of the United Siates and of the so called Confederate States,
are not such as to permit ils interference with any line of policy either may see
fit to adopt; but if my compeers in other States think differently, the question
then arises—

3. What measures can the Convention adopt or indicate which would be likely
to meet the approval of the belligerent parties and as a consequence restore
peace to the country ? '

On the part of the Government of the United States I may say that the follow-
ing propositions were submilted to it several weeks since, and which it neglects
or declines to answer—though it is proper to say that this silence conveys a
different import in respect to the feelings of some of the leading members of
the Administration from that which I had previously been led to believe it
poesessed through assurances from pereons Ligh in its confidence. The proposi-
tions in substance were these—1st. Will the National Administration receive
with favor the recommendations of the proposed Convention at Louisville tending
to a peaceable adjustment of our National difficulties? 2d. Whether my Ma-
sonic Brethren from the Southern States, including, perhaps, Judge English and
Albert Pike, of Arkansas, Col. Neil, of Texas, and others whom I particularly

B
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specified, will be molested in attending the proposed Convention, they all being
now aclively engaged in the rebellion ! and 34. Has the National Governmeut
any plaa for the peaceable adjustment of our Natioual dilficulties which may
safely be proposed 1o our Brethren of the South, and which would be likely to
meet the acquiescence of the North?! Though different opinions may be euter-
tained touching the silence of our General Government upou these questions,
the following deduclions seem the mest natural and reasonable, (because every
one who has the honor of a personal acquaintance with the Secretary of Siate,
knows that nothing but reasons of State policy would deter him fiom answering
a respectful communication,) viz. :—1st. That in the present attitude of the South
the U. Siates Government will not listen 10 any measures tending 1u a peaceable
adjustment of the difficulties ; 2d. That our Brethren fiom the Southern Siates
who may think proper 10 attend the proposed Congress or Conveution at Louis-
ville, have no guarranty against arrest for treason ; and 3d. That our Guvern-
ment has no plan to propose to the seceding States for the setilement of the war
except in their unqualified submission 10 the requirements of the Constitution
and laws. Candor compels me 10 say that in the first and last of these deductions
the demands of our Government are, in my opinion, not only just and reasonable,
but will be sanctioned and sustained by a united people at the North and by the
sound Masonic sentiment of the woild. As 10 the secoud propusition I have only
to say that I cannot be a party in any attempt 10 cause my Southern Biethien, by
deceptive assurances or. by my count in p , 10 be arrested and im-
prisoned while engaged in a mission of peace to the nal.on. So much for the
Government of the United States, Now as to the determination of the ruling
authorities in the so-called Confederate States. I am assured upon the authority
of one of the Ex-Presidents of the United States,  that 1he South—the Executive
Department at Richmond, will make no terms with us (the U. S. Governmen)
that do not recugnize their independence as a nation.” Some of the circum-
stances under which the head of the Richmond Government pionounced this
“ nlimatum” have already been made public ; and the fealty | owe to the U. §.
Government forbids me to commanicate the balance of these circumstances and
the authority of the propositions in response to whom this * ultimatum” was
given. The determination of the controversy would seem, therefure, to resolve
itself into the questions of finaucial ability, physical endurance and military
capacily. Neither side is now prepared to receive any ptopositions of com-
promise. Speaking for the Government to which New York owes fealty, I do
not see how it is possible for any reasonable man at the South 10 thiuk for an in-
stant that the Government of the U. S, can recoguize the indepeudence of the
Confederate States. It has no right, no power, no authority to do ro. It might
as well atlempt to recognize the abrogation of the Federal Constitution ; because
the accomplished secessivn of one hall the States or oue-third of the Stutes is
st de facto” a disintegration of the Union, and ¢ pro tanto” a destiuction of the
Constitation. The President * must” maintain the Government, he has no
election or discretion in the matter. Nothing but the fiat of Jehovah which
may call him to the bar of the final Judge will release bim from this obligation ;
and hence it was the most bootless mission that intelligent men ever set out upon

' 7
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1o attempt to induce him to recognize that independence. The President of the
United States is the creature of the Constitation, and to set that instrument aside,
as he would be compelled 1o do in recognizing the independence of the Southern
Siates, would be an iudefensible, unauthorized and monstrous usurpation of
authority. The act would be totally without authority, nugatory and void. I
need not argue this point with the jurists and statesmen with whom I am invited
1o compare opinions. It is self-evident and needs no argument. It is passing
strange that our Brethren of the South do not realize this fact. They have a
remedy inside the Constitution, which, I believe, the North would have been,
and may still be, willing to grant, in the amendment of the Constitution, so as to
allow them to become an independent government; but, in the absence of such
an amendment, it is my candid belief that they will not be allowed to set up that
government. That which they have now foimed is, in the eyes of the world
and in the sight of God and Masoury, a fraud, a usurpation, and a monstrosity.
It is like the house of which fhe Saviour speaks that was founded upon sand, and
like that it must fall. The President of the U. S., who is not only the agent of
the people, but of an All-wise Providence, is obliged to maintain the Gouvern-
ment or to submit to its desiruction. There is no half-way about it. Which
shall he do? Isubmit to you, Brethren from Tennessee, from Kentucky, and
from the whole South, which will he do? He is not of my choice any more than
he is of yours. Anticipating and proclaiming with my feeble voice some of the
troubles which now threaten the destruction of the Union, I did all I could in my
capacily as a citizen 10 prevent his election, as did, I venture to say, one-half of
my constituents, but he was elected! Abraham Lincoln, by the voice of the
people, by the fiat of the Constitution, and by the deciee of Almighty God, is
the President of the Uniled States, and 1 bow with all deference and due
solemnity, as all good Masons ought to bow, 1o the majesty and power and ir-
revocable decrees of these autho:ities. And if, as among the incidental resulis
that may follow from disobedience to these authorities, the whole labur system
of one-half the Union shall be swept away under the mighty agencies employed
in the suppression of this rebellion, and the foundations of the sociely which is
dependent upon that system, be broken up and be compelled 1o seek new
grounds for ils maintenance; and if new localities for the production of their
staple commoditiea be foiced into existence by their perverseness, involving their
own financial and social ruin, I do not know who will be 1o blame for it but the
malcontents themselves. I beg you to understand me that such is not the inten-
tion of the North, for it would preserve the Union and tke States and all the
rights of the States, but it may be a ‘‘ consequence” of the position assumed by
the South; for you will pardon me for entertaining the belief that if the Union,
on the one hand, or the * patriarchial iustitution,” on the other, is to peiish, the
Jatter will succumb; it can no where be found in the ordinances or deciees of
Providence thal this wise and beneficent government shall be destroyed in order
that “ any” institution of human origin shall be preserved. You will therefore
pardon me for presumiug to intimate the belief that neither the people of the
Union, nor the President whom they elected, is respousible for these fearful
cousequences ; for the former have declared through their Congress, and the lat-
ter has approved that declaration in a solemn pledge 1o carry it out, ¢ that this

L 2
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war is not waged upon their part in any spirit of oppression, or for any purpose
of conquest or subjugation, or purpose of overthiowing or interfering with the
rights or established institutions ot any State, but 10 defend and maiutain the
supremacy of the Conslitulion, and to preserve the Union with all the dignity,
equalily and rights of the several States; and as scon as these objects are ac-
complished the war ought to cease.” If any additional evidence were needed
of the fidelity of the President to the limitations, restrictions and compromises of
the Constitation, it would be found in his proclamation modifying and restricting
that of one of the commanding Generals of the U. S. to the limits prescribed by
the Constitation and laws.

It is therefore under the circumstances now existing, not to be expected, that
any measures can be adopled or indicafed by this Peace Congress which would
be accepted by either party. Six months ago it might have been done, or six
months hence it may be done. But the gentle and fraternal counsels of Masonry
will receive no countenance or encouragement from either. The blood-red ban-
ner of war must waive until the flag of the Union or of the Confederate Siates
eball triumph. The God of batiles and of nations will decide the conflict with
the agencies employed in it. The consequences are in His hands, and I am
disposed 10 believe that among these consequences the bases of our Union will
be made deeper and broader and firmey than -before : and that the convulsions
of society for ages to come will not be able 1o move. God is infinitely wixe and
just; and I believe that the destiny of this great people and of the Union which
His hands has ordained is not yet accomplished. The Almighty trifles not with
nations or peoples.

It only remains for me to say in answer to the fourth of my propositions, that
the objects of the Convention are not possible of attainment through any peace-
able agency, and nothing but the “ ultima ratio regum,” in which the parties are
engaged, will satis{y or reconcile either.

What then can be done by our Fraternity to alleviate or mitigate the horrors of
the war? In my estimation it can do much in this direction, and so believing, I
bave entrusted to discreet, faithful and competent hands Dispensalions for the
otganization of several Military Lodges, in regiments and brigades going to the
war, from this State. On the batile-field, by the hospital couch of the wounded
and dying, in the wilow’s home of desvlation, aud in the squalid abodes of want
and poverty, let the light of * Masonic charity and mercy” shed forth their cheer-
ing beams, bringing balm to the sufferer, comfort to the sorrowing, and sustenauce
10 the poor and hungry, and not only will the dark picture of our country’s sad
condition be greatly enlivened and relieved, but we shall have the threefold
comfort and satisfaction of having been faithful and trae * to our God, our Coun.
try and our Order.” -

Trusting that these objects will be attended to by the Convention, if it shall
thiok proper to take any definite action in the premises,

I have the honor to be, dear Brethren, truly and fraternally, your friend and

humble servant, Fixtay M. Kive.

To Past Grand Magters Wintersmith, Wise, Wilson; Monsarrat, Young and
Tilden, of Kentucky; Hughes, Fuller, McCulloch and Winslow, of Tenn. ;
W. B. Dodds, of Ohio; T. R. Austin, of Indiuna, and Joehua B. Fliat, of
Massachusetts, at Louisville, Kentucky.
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ADJOURNMENT OF LODGES.

[ Wk find the following in tie London Freemasons’ Magozine, The principle loid down is one
that 18 now umversally recognized in the Masonic jurisprudence of thus country, and the
article muy nutl thesefure prerent anything new to 8 mejority of our readers, yet it will be
satisfuctory 10 them to leurn, that the rue of our Euglish Brethrea corresponds with our
own 1n a matter of so much practicul importunce] ;—

Our readers will perceive, by reference to a report of the proceedings of the
Harbur of Refuge Lodge, No. 1066, held at West Hartlepool, that in q
of the exient of the business of the evening, the initiations and passings were
duly performed, and the raisings adjourned to the following evening. It is not
our custom to rematk upon the proceedings of private Lodges, but an adjourn-
meut from one eveuing to another is so opposed alike to the laws and spirit of
the Order, that we cannot help referring 10 it in order to guard other Lodges from
falling into a similar eiror. A Masonic Lodge is an emblem of the day, and is
divided iuto thiee paris—how to be employed we need not tell the Brethren—
aud with the elusing of the Lodge all business ceases, and cannot be resumed
owil the next regular period of meeting, unless a Lodge of Emergency be called
in the meantime, for which provision is Jduly made, it being within the power of
the W. M. at any time to summon such a l.odge should he see fit.

How siringest this law of non-adjournment is coustroed is shown by a reference
to the proceedings of Grand Lodge in 1856, when, at the quarterly communica-
tion of September, cousiderable confusion having ensued principally in conse-
quence of the maaner in which a Prov. G. M., who was illegally .in the chair,
ruled the Lodge, Bro. Wairen moved its adjournment for a month, which was
carried ; and on the fitst of Oclober the Brethren met and transacted business,
in spite of the protest of Bro. Beadon and other Brethren that the proceedings
would be illegal—it being, however, ruled by the then acting Grand Master—
another P’rov. G. M.—that business might be proceeded with, and the very
Brother comnmencing proceedings being another Prov. G. M. But what was the
result? the M. W. G. M. convened a Grand Lodge of Emergency for the 19th
of November, when he declared that the whole of the proceadings were null
and void—and though we published the proceedings in full in our number of
December, 1860—as many of our present readers were probably at that time
not even inembers of the Order, we make no apology for reproducing the Graud
Master’s speech in full, as it will there be seen that he laid it distinctly down
that neither a private Lodge or Grand Lodge has the power of adjournment, and
that the Lodge being once closed, no business could again be takén up, except-
ing at the next regular meeting, or a Lodge of emergency specially called for
the purpose. -~

The Grand Master said :—

 Brethren—1I think it due to Grand Lodge that I should now state my reasons
more immediately lor calling this Grand Lodge, and I trust I shall be able to show
you, in connection with those reasons, that I have taken this step simply, because,
in my opimon. it was a step necessary to the faithtul discharge of my duty. At the
September Quarterly Commuunication the Grand Lodge passed a resolution that the
Grand Lodge shoull adjourn to the 1st of October, and now I have to give my
most decided opinion thut such an adjournment was illegal, (hear, hear,) and that
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whatever proceedings took place at such adjourned meeting are null and void.
{Hear) Brethren, I will now state my reasons for coming to this decision. By
the Book of Constitutions, page 19, afticle 7, the law states that there shall be
* four Quarterly Communications in each year, viz, on the first Wednesday in the
months of March, June, September, and December, at which none shall be present
but the proper members, without permission of the Grand Master, nor shall be, on
any occasion, be permitted to vote.” But there is not one word in the Book of Con-
stitutions which provides, or gives power to Grand Lodge, propria motu, to adjourn.
The Book of Constitutions, however, does provide for Grand Lodges of Emergency,
and in page 21, article 10, you will find, ‘the Grand Master, in his absence the pro
Grand Master, in his ebsence the Deputy Grand Masgter, or, in his absence the
Grand Wardens, may summon and hold Grand Lodges of Emergency, whenever
the good of the Craft shall,.in their opinion, require it ; the particular reason for
convening such Lodge of Emergency shall be expressed in the summons, and no
other business shall be entered upon at that meeting.’ Now, Brethren, you will
observe by that law that special instructions are given as to the mode of holding
the Grand Lodges of Emergency, but not a word is said about the power of ad-
journing. I may go farther, and say that Private Lodges are governed by much
the same laws as Grand Lodges, and that no meeting of a Private Lodge can be
adjourned ; but the Master of a Private Lodge may, and does, convene Lodges of
Emergency. We have heard it said that there were before Grand Lodge questions
of the greatest importance, which demanded an adjournment of Grand Lodge, but
I have looked carefully through the business of that adjourned Grand Lodge, and
ficd no one of the questions analogous to the business of the last Quarterly Com-
maonication. I thiok it due to Grand Lodge that [ should explain what I consider
1o be the real state of the case. 1ln June, 1833, the Grand Master summoned a
Grand Lodge of Emergency, owing to a pressure of business, and that Special
Grand Lodge was called by command of the Grand Master. That is a course
which differs entirely from the coutse pursued in September last, because the Grand
Master was not in the chair, but Grand Lodge simply passed a resolution to adjourn
the meeting, which they had ‘no power to do. In 1854 (April 26) the summons
states, that that being the day of humiliation, the grand festival cannot be held,
and that the Grand Master had appointed the 20th of that month, and required the
Brethren to meet on the 20th, in order to adjourn till the 29th of the same month.
This adjournment was moved and seconded, and done by command of the Grand
Master entirely. The Grand Master had previously fixed the day to which the ad-
joarnment should be made, and it was adjourned in consequence of his command.
I may state farther, that, looking over the minutes of Grand Lodge, it appears to
me that *adjourn’ is a term when used with respect to Grand Lodge, the same as
when used in the House of Commons. In that House the question is, ¢ that the
House do now adjourn,” which means to the next legal day of meeting, and it is
adjourned accordingly to the next day appointed by law for it to meet, and so when
Grand Lodge adjourns, it means that it adjourns till the next Quarterly Com.
monication. | am prepared to stand by my own decision on this point,—that when
Grand Lodge adjourns it adjourns to the next legal day, unless a Grand Lodge of
Emergency be called by the Grand Master for special business, and on which oc-
casion no other business can be done except such business as appears upon the cir-
cular eonvening that Grand Lodge.of Emergency. I have taken some pains to
ascertain the law of the case, and I find that in my view of the law of the case I
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am supported by the opinions of the present Grand Registrar, the Past Grand
Registrar, and the Grand Registrar before him (hear, hear) ; in fact, I have all the
authorities with me. I think, therefore, imaccordance with the obligations which
I have taken an oath to perform, viz., to adhere to the ancient usages of the Craflt
and maintain the law as, in my opinion, it stands, [ can only come to the painful
resolution to determine that the meeting of certain members of Grand Lodge, held
on the 1st October, was an illegal meeting, and that all the proceedings there were
null and void ; and now I call upon the Grand Secretary to take up the business of
this evening at the point at which it had arrived when the Grand Lodge closed at
its Quarterly Communication in September.”

It is true that at the time we dissented from the Grand Master’s m(erpretahon
of the law, as regarded Grand Lodge, that being a deliberative body—and not
one for the performance of Masonic ceremonies—but we never had any doubt
with regard to private Lodges—and the Grand Master, having decided against
us, with respect to the former, we are bound as Masons to bow to his decision,
until Grand Lodge puts a different construction upon the law, by a definite resolu-
tion—it having “the inherent power of enacting laws and regulations, for the
government of the Craft, and of altering, repealing, and abrogating them,”—
though it is held that in case of a difference of opinion on their interpretation,
the decision of the Grand Master is final and binding.

Of course we do not mean to infer that a Lodge is bound to come to a decision
on every question the first time it is brought before them; but if the decision be
adjourned, it must be on some motion as this, that “ the further consideration of
the motion be adjourned until the next regular Lodge,” or until such time as the
Master may direct; but the Lodge itself cannot, under any circumnstances, be
adjourned.

TRIBUTE TO R. W. BRO. ROBERT LASH.

Tae members and visitors of Mount Lebanor Lodge enjoyed a sight on Mon-
day evening, Nov. 25th, which is probably unparalleled in the history of any
Boston Lodge, and it may be in the history of Freemasonry on the American
Continent.

This very prosperous Lodge held a special meeting on the above evening,
commemorative of the long and honorable connection of R. W. Bro, RoserT
Lasu with the Lodge. The membership of this venerable Brother dates back to
Nov. 20th, 1801.

The Charter of this Lodge dates June 8th, 1801 ; but the Lodge was not con-
secrated till Nov. 23d, 1801. Brother Lash, therefore, although not one of the
Charter members, is one of the original members, and the only one living.

The Lodge was also visited by Bro. Deax, D. D. G. M., in his official capacity,
accompanied by his suite; but the crowning point was the presence of Brother
Lash, and his venerable compeers ia Masonry.

Brother Lash entered the Lodge leaning on the arms of Grand Master
Coolidge and P. G. M. Winslow Lewis, escorted by a committee of five members
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of the Lodge, one of whom has been a Mason fiftynine years, and the others
from thirtyfive to fortyfive years each.

He was briefly and appropriately welcomed by W. Bro. J. L. Stevenson, Mas-
ter of the Lodge, and responded in a manner which many younger men might
envy,—in fact it seemed impossible to believe that he there stood a man of 82
years and a Mason over sixty ; but the presence of the venerable Bro Hammatt
who saw the third degree conferred on him, dispelled the illusion. Yes! therc
they were—John B. Hammatt, of St. John's Lodge, 83 years of age, over sixty
years a Mason; Robert Lash, of Mount Lebanon Lodge, 82 years of age, over
sixty yeara a Mason ; Freeman Holden, of Mount Lebanon Lodge, 82 years old,
fifty five years a Mason; Rev. Amos Clark, of Sherburne, 82 years old, fortyfive
years a Mason ; James Holbrook, of Mount Lebanon Lodge, 75 years old, and a
member fortyone years; Thomas Waterman, a member fortytwo years. The
sight of such veterans of our institution was enough to arouse to action the most
dormsant mind, and cause the appreciative soul to glow with joy, that such a scene
had been permitted to take place.

Being called upon to sign a new copy of the By-Laws, Bro. Lash briskly atep-
ped to the desk, removed his glasses, and wrote his name with a firm and steady
hand in an elegant and beautiful manner.

After the business of the Lodge was tnnsacted and the Lodge closed, the
company, to the number of two hundred, repaired, by invitation of the Lodge, to
the Banqueting Hall, where Brother Silsby had prepared in a superior manner re-
freshments adequate to their wants. Here came in a part which, though last,
was far from least ; and those who had the pleasure of listening to the addresses
of G. M. Coolidge—the witticisms of Bro. Lash, whose intellect is as keen as
ever—the glowing el:quence of Rev. Bro. Alger, who responded for Bro. Lash—
the beautiful and impressive remarks of Bro. Dean—the fervent heart-felt res-
ponse of Rev.”Bro. Dadman—coupled with the remarks of Dr. Lewis, and Bros.
Sylvanus Cobb, Jr., Thaxter, Sprague, and Ellison, will ever remember the time
when in Mount Lebanon Lodge they saw four Brothers upward of 82 years of
age, and whose united ages were over three hundred and thirty years. NosLe
OLD PILLARS ! IONG MAY THEY REMAIN MOKUMENTS OF MASONIC VIRTUKS. *

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR EMBLEMS.

Tac dress of a Pilgrim was an under vest with an outer robe, having half open
sleeves, showing the under slecves, which continued to the wrists. On his head
a broad-brimmed Rat, with a shell in front; on his feet, sandals, or short Jaced
boots; in his hand a staff ; and by his side a scrip.

Aa Escallop Shell was the Pilgrim’s ensign in their expeditions and pilgrimnages
to holy placcs; they were worn on their hoods and hats, and were of such a dis-
tinguishing character that Pope Alexander 1V., by a bull, forbade the use of
them bot to pilgrime who were truly noble.

A Calvary Cross represents the cross on which our Saviour suffered on Mount
Calvary, and is always set upon three steps, termed grieces. According to Mor-
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gan, the three steps, signifying the three qualities whereby we mount up to
Christ, Hope, Faith, and Charity.

A Patriarchal Cross is so called from its being appropriated to patriarchs.
Morgan says the Patriarchal Croes is crossed twice to denote that the work of
redemption which was wrought on the cross extended to both Jews and Gentiles.

The Crosier (according to Polydore Virgil) was given to bishops to chastise the
vices of the people. It is called Baculis Pustoralis, as given to them in respect
of their pastoral charge and superintendence over their flock, as well for feeding
them with whulesome doctrine, as for defending thewmn fron the incursions of the
wolf, wherein they imitate the good and watchful shepherd, to whose crook this
crosier has a resemblance.

The Cock is a bird of noble courage, he is always prepared for batile, having
his comb for a helmet, his beak for a cutlas to wound his enemy, and is a coniplete
warrior armed cap-a-pie, he hath his legs armed with spurs, giving example to the
valiant soldier to resist danger by fight, and not by flight.— Clarke’s Heraldry.

TEE “HIGHER DEGREES.”

A correspoNDENT of the London Freemaeons’ Magazine, writing from New
York, holds the following language in relation to what are called the “ higher
degrees.” It will be seen that he proscribes all degrees above the Master’s, as
worthless and pernicious innovations on the body of ancient Masonry ; and in
this he does not stand alone, either in this country or in England ; but, as an in-
telligent Mason, it must be evident to him that the evil, if it be such, is an in-
curable one. The Chapters and Encampments in this country at least constitute
a part of the Masonic system, from which they are inseparable. Our Brother,
and all who sympathize with him in his views, would therefore, it seems to us,

e8! subserve the interests of the insfitution, as @ whole, by directing their talents
to the elevation of the standard of admission to the bodies to which he refers, and
thereby render them not unworthy, if not desirable, adjuncts to ancient Masonry :

“ One of the greatest drawbacks we have here in Masonry is the preponderance
of the so-called ® higher degrees,’ which are useless, and have a pernicious effect
upon the course of true symbolic Masonry. Thus we have the Chapter degrees,
which differ much from yours, and which are full of anachronisms, contradictions,
&c. Then the Encampment of Knights Templar, which is quite a different system
from yours, and has very little to recommend it. Then the ‘ Ancient Accepted
Scottish Rite,” with its series of thirtythree degrees, the very hot-bed of schisrus,
disputes, and unfraternal quarrels ; and, last of all, the ridiculous modern invention
of the ¢ Rite of Memphis,’ with its interminable ladder of ninetyfive degrees! over
which the aspirant goes with a hop, skip, and jump, and when he has reached the
top he finds that he has discovered the Grand Secret, and that the whole arrange-
ment is * vozx et praeterea nikil.’

 The writer thinks that he can speak understandingly upon the subject, for he
speaks from experience, having been so fortunate (?) as to have waded through the
whole series; and, having done so, he turns with renewed love to his ¢ alma-mater,’
the simple * Blue Lodge, and is content to be known hereafter only as an humble
Master Mason.”
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MASONRY AND TIHE WAR.

A pistiNguisuep Freemason in Missouri, writing to a Bivther in Maine, (lo
whom we are indebted for this extrac,) says :—

“T have just received notice of the action of the Grand Lodge of the District
of Coiombia, and Grand Lodye and Grand Chapter ot Ohio, in relation to Ma-
sons who take up aims agamsl this Government, or aid in any way in this cause-
less rebellion. Their action on the subject is haimonious, and should meet the
unqualified approbation of good Masons everywhere. As their proceedings are
not yel published, 1 will forward a copy of the resolutions of the Grand Lodge
of Ohio.

““*1. Resolved, That this Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons regards the
doctrine of Secession, as advocated by a certain class of American politicians, as a
monstrous absw dity : if acquiesced in, the Constitution of the United States would
become Felo de se.

**2. Resolved, That, in this present unnatural contest, the institutions of Free-
masonry have no attribute that can take sides with rebellion.

#¢3. Resolved, That it is the duty of every worthy Mason, in this hour of peril,
fo stand by the General Government, even at the expense of fortune and life; that
the blessings of Constitutional leerty and Union, as handed down to us by our
Fathers, may be enjoyed by us in our day and generation, and be lnnsmmed un-
impaired to our posterity forever.’

I sincerely deprecate the necessity of discussing political matters in a Ma-
sonic body ; but the time has come when Masons should speak 1o the pecple of
this once happy nation, in language that cannot be misunderstood, and assure
them that loyally 10 the Government, next to our duly 1o Goi, has ever been re-
garded as the distinguizhing characteristic of Free and Accepted Masons,
Loyalty 10 the Government, whatever that form of Government may be, is one of
the ancient Landmarks of the Order ; and why not publish it 1o the world, that
the wuinitiated may not bold us responsible for any part of the great calamity
that has befullen us?

“Two of our Past Grand Masters—Brothers Benj. Sharp and B. W, Grover—
have died lately, on account of their devotion to the Union and the Constitution ;
and many other good Masons will prubably ehare the same fate before tbis un-
. natural conflict is ended.”

DEDICATION AT WORCESTER.

TrE new and beantiful Hall, recently fitted up by Montacute Lodge, at Wor-
cester, was Dedicated by the M. W. Grand l.oduze on the 12ih ult, in due and
ancient form. The ceremnny was performed by the M. W, Grand Master in per-
suon, assisted by several of the Grand Officers. In the evening the officers were
duly installed, and several addresses were delivered ; after which the Brethren
present partook of an elvgant supper logether at the Bay State House.

8
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MASONIC MYSTERIES.?*

‘A MYSTERY,” says Webster, “is a profound secret, sumething wholly un-
known, that which is beyond human comprehension until revealed.” Now if
the mysieries of Muroury must ever be *“ a profound secret,” aud siill turther,
“ beyoud human comprehension uunl revealed,” | am at a siill greater luss 1o
couceive huw it is possible for such to judyge of thieir natuse. To hazard an
opinion vpou any subject, trivial or profound, in the absence of all knowledge,
argues a waut of coirect judgment; aud where that opinion is unlavorable, a
waut of caudor and charity.

Why assume to know, and thus presume to judge of the nature and tendencies
of principles and actior:s veiled from the eyes of the world, and that can ouly be
known by these who have been accounted worthy to pass lhmugh that veil, and
thus have disclosed 10 them in the revelations of the hidden sanctum, what none
but they may know? Because there is mystery connected with Masoury, shall
that be regarded as sufficient cause of reprobation? There is mystery every-
where. It may be seen in the vast volune of uatuie, Mysieries that lie hidden
from reason’s profuundest researches—mysteries deep, unsearchable and im-
penetrable as eternity can be found on every page ol this mighty book. To
whatever part of this volume jou may turn, be it the vegetable, animal, or
mineral kingdom, mysteriovs objects suike the senses, and the lultiest intellect is
lost in wonder and admaration, if not in ¢ love and praise,” at the contemplation
of its Author.

Ocean, earth and air, teem with mysterions objects. On mountain, plain and
valley, mysterious truths are written by the finger of God, so that at every step
man has something to learn, and thus the mind receives expansion and delight.
Could we assign a cause for every phenomenon that exists, and, as it were, by
intellection become acquainted with the natuie, use and properties of all the vb-
jects that greet the eye, or are cognizable by the senses, there would at once be
an end to mental improvement and happiness. Our perceptive and reflective
faculiies would become like a stagnaut sea, bereft of its ebb and flow. The
mind was created for ceaseless and uuending activity. That which has a
teudency to develope and strengthen ite powers, no matter how deep, mysterious,
or difficult to comprehend, should be regarded as a legitimate object of study.

But religion has her mysteries. The book of revelatiun, as well as nature, is
full of great and glorivus mysteries, all of which we ehut vut fiom the unre-
generate eye, while many are revealed 1o the eye of faith. # The deep things
of God,” as they sutround us in all the mysteriousness of their being, or strei-h
far away iato the confines of the spitit world, are but “ seen through a glass
daikly.” As we daiken a glass to shroud the excessive brightuess of the svn,
that we may look apon the object of the Persian’s worship, so is it only through

a dark medium iu this world, that the human mind can look upon revelatiou’s
sublime wmysteiies.

The soul renewed is destined to lhe exercise of loftier powers; when in
possession of full-orbed vision the darkuess shall be done away, and 1he invisible

* Wniica by = Judy fur tie Hallowell (Mo.) Courior.
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shall be seen, known and enjoyed. From all thia we infer that mystery, as con-
mecled with the sacience ot Masoury, shuuld not be regarded as a cause uf con-
demnation. If what we have heaid of the institution from its books aud chaits
be trae, the volaries of Masoury hold fiequeut and intimate communion with na-
ture, if not with “uature’s God.” v

That rays of light and heat are emitted from the sun, the most illiterate are
fully satisfied. No fact is more cleacrly established ; how it sends out these
beams to enlighten aud bless the world, who shall declare ?  Masonry exhibits
her benevolent deeds. She has shed the light of heaven-born charity into the
dackest hut of poverty, and cansed many a widow’s heait to sing with joy. The
tear 1hat started from the eye of the stiicken oue, and coursed its way down the
pallid cheek of the broken-hearted siranger, has been tucued by its light iuto a
rainbow sinile aud cast an unearthly radiance info the despouding soul.

With all the mystery and secrecy of Masoury, so long as “ her works praise
her’? she will be honored and beloved.

ANECDOTE OF GENERAL JACKSON.

AT the time of Jackson’s elevation to the Presidency, there was an ald man in
office at Washingion, who was a stroug Adams man. He had a laige family of
children, all depending on him for support—his eldest xou (and who now gives
the facis) being a lad of sowe twelve or thitteen years. The old man antici-
pated renioval fiom otlice by the new Administration, but was too proud 10 use
any influeuce to be retained by a man whose election he had so strenuously op-
preed. His resideifce was some distance beyond the Presidential mausion, on
the Georgetown road. A few days alter the inauguration, the Piesident, walk-
ing out alone in the waim eveuing, passed the hou-e of the ol gentleman—who
bappened to be sitting on his porch.  On his 16turn the President halted in fiont
of the houre, arked sume common place question of the old man, and passed
on. The next day, on his walk, he stopped again, offered the old man his haud,
and as it was grasped each couutenance was seea to light up with a peculiar
smile. The two men greeted each other heartily, wheun, seating themselves on
a rude bench under the trees, an hour was speul iu conversation—Ito the great
wonder of the old man’s tamily. Aud almost daily alter thay, i the cool of tte
eveniny, could these two men be seen sittiug on that rude beuch, engaged iu a
free aud animated couverse,

Ahhough so widely differing in politics from the President, the old man was
not removed from his office ; he had learned 10 admire the President as a man,
and neither reviled him himself, nor suffered it to be done in his preseuce with-
out rebuke. :

In 1835 the old gentleman died, leaving a large family comparatively destitute,
In a few days afterward Amos Kendall called at the house aud said 10 1the eldest
boy, then approaching to manhood, * The President wauls 1o see you ;” at the
saroe lime requesting the widow to give hersell no uneasiness, as the President
wauld see that she should not want. On the young man presenting himself be-
fare the President, the latter remarked, ¢ My son, if you were alone ia the warld
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and had none depending vpon you, I would recommend you to take an axe on
your shoulder and go 10 the West. I do not like the plan of giving you an office
in Washington, but at present I know of no other resvurce ; I shall give you a
place ; ever be faithful 10 1he precepts of your father and you will do well.®
The next day the young man entered one of the Departments as a clerk, and
by strict attention 10 his duties he was gradually advanced to a high position—
until removed by an administration who * knew not Joseph.” The young man,
, in narrating the circumsiances o our informant, added—¢ | was pozzled 10 know
the seciet; | knew my father was a Royal Arch Maeon, and finally learned from
* him that Jackson was also. [ then determined that, as soon as uld enough, I too
would apply tv become a Ma<on.” He did so, and is at this writing a Grand
Master, and a wealthy and highly respectable citizen.—4non.

LINES TO KATE.

Tazre 's something in the name of Kate
Which inxny will condemn ;

But listen now while | relate
The traits of suwe ot them.

There s advo-Kate, a charning miss,
Could vou her band obtaiu,

She "Il ead you in the path of bliss,
Nor plead ycur cause in vain.

There 's deli Kate, a modest dame,
Aund wurthy of your love ;

Siie s nice and beautiful in frame §
As genile us a duve.

Communi-Kate ’s intelligent,
As we may well suppose ;
Her fruittul mind is ever bent

Ou telling what she knows.

There s intri-Kate ; she ’s so obscure,
2T is hard 10 tind her out,

For she 1< often very sure
Tu fut your wils to rout,

Prevari Kute s a stubborn maid;
She = sure 10 have her way,

The cavilling, conteary jade
Objects 1o all you say.

Theree *s ulter-Kate, a perfect pest,
Mueh given to dispute §

Her prating 1ongue can never rest,
You cannot her 1efute.

There s dislo Kate, quite in a fret,
Who fuils t0 gujn ber pojut;
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Her case is quite unfortugate,
And »orely out of joint.

Equivo-Kate, no one will woo,
The thing would be absurd,

She is so faithlexs and untrue,
You caunot tuke her word.

There's vindi-Kate, she’s good and true,
And strives with all her might,

Her duty faithfully 1o do,
And battles for the right.

There’s rusti-Kate, a country lass,
Quite fond of rural scenes,

Shie hikes to ramble in the gravs,
And through the evergreens.

Of all the maidens you can find,
There'’s none like edu-Kute,

Because =he elevates the mind,
And eimns for something great.

ERRONEOUS ACTION OF THE G.CHAPTER OF
NEW JERSEY ON CHAPTERS U. D.

Tue Grand Chapter of Missouri, through its Committee on Foreign Corres-
pondence, in reviewing the proceedings of our young and thriving agighbor, the
Grand Chapter of New Jersey, strongly disapproves of the practice which has
prevailed in the latter body, of allowing subordinate Chapters, previously under
Dispensation, to be represented in the Grand Body at the same Convocation at
which their Warrants are granted, and before the said Chapters are duly consti-
tuted and their officers installed.

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence of the Grand Chapter of N. Jersey
attewpls to justify the course hitherto pursued by it, and whilst it adinits its action
* may be contrary to the ruling of the General Grand Chapter,” thiuks that said
ruling ¢ does not prove that it is Vlasonically wrong.”

In justification of the course pursued, the argument is advanced, ‘“that those
who camne in at the ¢ eleventh hour’ shared equally with these who had borne the
‘heat and burden of the day,’” and that, therefore, their embryo Chapiers ought
to be represented and pos:ess equal powers with those that had been legally and
fully constituted, and without which constituting their Grand Body could not have
exiated.

We think the argument advanced by onr esteemed Companions of New Jersey
untenable ; for. if we understand the parable alluded to aright, the householder
wha hiresd luborers fur his vineyurd dul not attempt to justify those that murmur-
ed at his payment of an egnal sum to those who had vnly come in st the eleventh
bour with that given to thuse who had borne the burden and heat of the day, on
the ground that all were equal; but because it was lawful for him to do what he
woold with his own,
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If we understand it aright, and we believe we do, a Chapter under Dispensa-
tion, is but a creature of the Grand High Priest—an irchonte body—an assemb-
lage to whom he delegates the power for the time they are under probation of
making Royal Arch Masons, a power which he cen, at any moment that pleases
him, recall. Should their work be “ good work, square work,”’ the Warranted
Chapters, sitting in judgment vpon them, approve the action of the High Priest,
grant thein a Warrant to become their equals, and an integral portion of their
Grand Chapter upon their further compliance with the laws and usages of Ma-
sonry.

But they certainly cannot be their equals until they are lawfully set apert by
being constituted, and their officers vbligated and instslied.

Afier such bodies have been thus consituted, &c., though they have only
worked since the eleventh hour in the day, they are entitled to the same consid-
erations, the same influence, the same honors, with those who had borue the bur-
den and heat of the day, but not before. A Grand High Priest cannot exercise
his powers until he is installed. The mere election does not qualify him. The
cases are parallel.—N, Y. Courter.

WITHDRAWING PETITIONS.*

It is well settled doctrine that a petition when once received and referred to a
committee, becomes the property of the Lodge. And, though generally assented to,
it is exactly at this point the difficul'y, whenever made, arises. For those who are
in favor of & withdrawal say, if the petition is the property of the Lodge, then it
is in the power of the Lodge to do what it wills with its property, and thus may
consent to its withdrawal. This reasoning, though specious and plausible, will not
bear examination. Masonry differs from every other organization in many partic-
ulars, and in this, too, that in many things, while the Lodge has a property. it is
only a qualified property. For if, at any time, the Lodge cease from labor, neglect
the business of Masonry and forfeit its Warrant, it cannot dispose of 1ts jewels,
furniture, funds, &c., to its own use ; but they, with all the records, become the
property ol the Grand Lodge, in whom the residuary right resides.

Fo the making of Masons is entrusted by Warrant of the Grand Lodge to its
subordinates, but not solely for their benefit, but for the interests of the whole Fra-
ternity, whose rights and interests are represented and gnarded by the Grand
Lodge. The good of Masonry is the true ultimate object ot every making, and the
good of Masonry is what must be looked to and protected at every svenue. The
question of the withdrawal ol a petition, then, does not concern only the benefit of
the particular l.odge where the question arises, nor yet the intereets only of the
candidate proposed, but the interests of the whole Fraternity ; and it is the bounden
duty of the particular Lodge to see that those interests are fully looked after and
protected. To suffer a petition to be withdrawn opens the dour for the admission
of unworthy candidates. For, if this were done, the Fraternity in other portions
ol the globe have no meaus of knowing that the same candidate was rejected
where, perhaps, he was best known, and, upon application renewed in another
locality, he may be foisted upon the Society, an unworthy member.

2From the New York Saturday Evening Courier.
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The fact even of a favorable report, by a Committee of Inquiry, makes no differ-
eace in the question. They may be mistaken, as is olten known to be the case.
We know it appears bard to deny a candidate the privilege of withdrawing his pe-
tition, and admit it might some times operate us a wrong upon bim. But the pro-
tection of the Society is of more consequence thun the fuelings of any profane.

A petition, oace received and referred, cannot be withdrawn.

THE ORDER OF ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM.

Tux Newry (Ireland) Examiner has the fullowing, which tends to prove the re-
establishment of the Order of Si. Juhn on its original principles :—

¢ The hounorable member for Dundalk, Mr. Bowyer, has just been elected, by
the Chapter of the Order at Rome, a Knight of the Sucred, Religious and Military
Order of St. John of Jerusalem.

 This Order—also kuown by the name of Huspitallers, Knights of Rbodes and
Kaights of Malta—has lately been reformed by the Pope and brought back to its
onginal principles. The Austrian Guvermment and that of the Pupe having
furni=hed the necessary supplics, a nuvitiate of the Order has been established at
Jetusalem, together with an hospital for pilgrims of all nations, managed by some
of the Knighis in their original character of Hospitallers.

“ The habit of the Order is bluck, with a white Maltese Cross. The Kuights
are bound to recite the office of the Blessed Virgin Mary, or of the dead, daily
and they enjoy many spiritual advantages and privileges granted by vurions popes.
All the Knights, whether professed or ‘of devotion,’ are uvbliged, before their
election, to furnish proufs of unblemished descent and geutle bluud for two hun.
dred years.”

CORRESPONDENCE.

{Wx give the following as a specimen of the many encouraging letters we are receiving, and
1a the hope that it may prompt vihers 10 * go nud do hkewiee' ] i

Deep River, Conn., Nov. 12, 1861.
C. W. Moorz—

Dear Sir and Brother—I was very much gratifed, when your valuable
Magazine: came last evening, to know thut yon had decided to coutinue its issue,
as 1 bad become very much attached to it. I think that your subscribers conld not
do a greater benefit to the cause of Masonry in the Northern States..than by direct
a0d personal effort 10 extend the circulation of the Freemasons' Montbly Mazazine.

Eaclosed please find two dollars, being the subscription lor one year, commencing
with the November number, from a new subscriber that | have secured fo1 you, to
counterbalance one of your Southern subscribers. 1 will endeavor to secure a few
more, though Masonry in our section is not as bright as a few years since. We
bave taken various Masonic periodicals bere, but the majoritv have been such that
they bave served to disgust a sensible thinking man, be he Mason or alien ; but to
the Freemasons' Monthly Magazine we have with pride ever pointed as an ex-
ponent of the dignity as well as the beauty of Masonry. N. N.
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MASONIC OHIT CHAT.

MASONIC CHIT CHAT.

Hot Ba'ks.—We would call attention to
the varivus hot baths not usually found in
Water Cures, such as the medicuted chemi.
cal buths, the het acid, the alkali and salt
baths, sud the hot douches wnd »prays, in use
ot the Round Hill Water Cure, in Northamp-
ton, Muss. Ve have ail rend of the greut
suppleness of the oints and youthful grace
of motivn attained by the ure of the Turkirh
bath. We congrutilute the public on its in
t-oduction here under such favorable circum-
stanc:s as the ecicntific munugement of Dr,
Haulsted ineures  The benefits arising from a
judwions medicul use of these varivus baths
can scurceiy be over-estinated, in relieving
the system (rom itnpurities ot the blood, locul
cougestion, and the bunetul effeets of minera

medicines.  Allernated with the tonic use of |,

cold water and the thorough invigomtion of
the system, which De. Hualsted knows so well
bow 10 indu ¢, we ccase 10 wonder at his
sucoess.  There baths are of erpecinl va'ue
in treating thuse deep seated discoses de-
pendeut on an active virus in the system;
alxo in treating’ liver plaint, rheumatism,
and gout. ‘Ihis Water Cure is open sum-
mier vud winter. 1t is crowded with visitors
in the warm months, sttructed not only by
its superior udvanutges for reguining health,
but by its home comforts, pure mountain sir,
sud the fanwe of e besuniful secnery. The
quickest recoveries, however, tre made in
the coul nunths.— Springficld Republican.

7 Gedey's Lady's Book for December is
& splendid number buthin matter and illustea.
tiou. [t is the cluring number of the volume,
nud now s the time lor the lndics 10 send for-
ward theie nunies lor the new volune, which
cuntmences on the Ist Junuary.  This work
in sliugether unexceptiovnnble in churacter and
cminently worthy ol their patronuge.

Officers of the Grand R. A. Chapter of
Orepon. - Juhn McCruken, M.E G H. P ;
W. W, Fowlr, D. G H. I’.; A.*McCully,
G K; J. Mywk, G. S; A, M Belyy G.
Treas. ; T. McF. Puton G. St("y.; J. B.
F Biowo P 3 ; G. W, Greer, R. A, C.;
Jus, Buarty, G. Guaid.

Qfficers of the Grand Masonic Bodics of
Oitio — At the Annual Communicwtion of the
scversl Grund Maxonic Bodivs ol Ohio, held
Octuber, 166!, the Officers named below were
elected and instalied :—

Grand Lodge.— George Rex, Wooster, G.
Master; Howard Matthews, D. G Master;
Thomaus Spurrow, 8. G W ; Lucian C.
Jomes. J. G. W.; Flavius J. Phillips, G. T. ;
Juhan D. Culdwell, Cincionatiy G See.

Grand Couneil of R. and S. Mas'ers —
Churles C  Kieler, Dayton, Puiss#nt Grand
Master; James 8. Reeves, P. D. G. M.;
Timothy B. Fisher, T. I G. M ; Stith M.
Suldivan, G. P. C. of W.; William F. Hills,
G C.of G.; lraac C. Copelen, G. Tress. ;
Julin D. Caldwell, Cincinnati, G. Recoider.
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CHRIS‘TMAS AND THE NEW YEAR AND THEIR
LESSONS. ’

Ix every age and in every civilized nation, from the commencement of
authentic history to the present time, the close of the Old Year and the
beginning of the New has been regarded as a solemn season, at which the
shadow on Time’s Dial more distinctly pointed to another period forever
past inthe life of the nation and the man. We find that such feelings were
constantly associated with the departure of the Old Year even by the
Greeks and Romans, and other nations of antiquity, and that all were
anxious to usher in the New Year with * good omens ;” in other words,
to commence it happily and auspiciously, evidently under the same
belief as is still expressed in our familiar proverb, ““a good beginning
makes a good ending.”” And indeed everything in the world of nature
around us combines to render this a season of solemnized reflection to
every thoughtful mind, and far more so to us than to the ancient Heathens.
We have just celebrated the Holy Festival of Christmas, the anniversary
of the merciful and marvelous event, which drew the great line of de-
marcation between ancient Heathendom and modern Christendom, and
brought * life and immortality 10 light.”” And joyous and festive as we
ever desire 10 see the celebration of the good old Christmas, still that joy
and festivity must ever, with all righly-feeling persons, be mingled with,
and moderated by, more serious feelings—with a deep sense.of gratitude
for the great mercy shown at the grand Christmas morn by God t0 man—
and with a no less lively consciousness in the heart of each of us, as
memory runs back over the year now drawing to its close, of how greatly
our gratitude has fallen short, in act and conduct, of what it should have
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been. :Even though such thoughts as these may bring eometbing of sad-
ness in their train, it is well for us that they come, and better still if we
receive them with a welcome, and lovingly endeavor to accept and act
upon their teachings. There is an old hymn in the Lyra Germanica,
translated from the Latin of Laurentius, which we have ever thought most
beautifully suggestive of that frame of heart with which the Christian
should welcome Christmas : and more especially in these two stanzas :—

“ Why didst Thou leave thy throne

O Jesus ? What could bring
Thee to a world where e'en Thine own

Knew not their rightful King ?

Thy Love beyond all thought

Stronger than Death or Hell,

Aad my deep woe this wonder wrought,
That Thou on Earth dost dwell.

Thou art the Life O Lord,
Sole Light of Life Thou art!
Let not thy glorious rays be poured
In vain on my dark heart.
. Star of the East, arise !
Drive all my clouds away,
Guide me till Earth's dim twilight dies
Into the perfect day !” (1700.)

Solemn feelings of this kind must ever be associated with the Christmas
Festival ; but still, as we have hinted, we would also have it always kept
as a festival—a time of rejoicing: and we confess to have noticed with
no liutle satisfaction, for several years past, the steady advince which the
celebration of Christmas has been making in New England. We would
not diminish or detract from the affection with which our own more pecu-
liar anniversary of ¢ Thanksgiving” is regarded. Long may that day
continue to be looked forward to with hopeful anticipations, and back upon
with pleasant memories, as a day of happy re-union of families and
friends around the hearths and homes of New England! But Christmas
has claims of another, and, in one aspect, of a higher character, as being
the great inauguration Feast of Christianity. It is, moreover, associated
with so many old recollections and usages, which, like Shakspeare’s and
Milton’s immortal works, are the common heritage of all who speak the
English language and claim an Anglo-Saxon origin, that we would gladly
see a still greater revivaul among us of its celebration in the spirit and
the style of the olden time. And we say this, not from any love of
foolish or superstitious practices, but from a thorough conviction that both
this and many other olden customs, which are gradually falling ioto dis-
use, beneath the haughty and withering sneer of modern ** enlightea.
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ment” and utilitariariem, originated in, and were promotive of, 4 spirit of
love and good will to all that, to our mind, is of far more value to raen
and nations than any amount of mere cold; calculating intellectual
knowledge, and *‘-progress,” too often falsely so called. -Such, at all
events, is a right Masonic view of the matter, for to the true Masonic
judgment whatever tends to promote kindly and brotherly feelings
throughout 2 community, must ever be regarded as of the highest . value
and importance. Does not a thrill of sympathetic joy and pleasure run
through the chords of every generous and uncorrupted heart—uncor-
rupted, we mean, by selfishness, or conventionalism, or'the assumption of
a false enlightenment—at the perusal of Scott’s graphic and eloquent
description of the keeping of Christmas in the olden time :— )

* And well our Christian Sires of old
Loved, when the year its course had rolled,
And brought blithe Christmas back sgain,
With all its hospitable train.

Domestic and religious rite

Gave honor to the holy night :

On Christmas-Eve the bells were rung,
On Christmas-Eve the mass was sung :
The damsel donned her kirtle green,
The hall was dressed with holly green:
Forth to the wood did merry men go

To gather in the misletoe.

Then open wide the Baron’s hall

To vassal, tenant, serf, and all :

Power laid his rod of rule aside,

And ceremony doffed his pride.

Tke heir with roses in his shoes

That night might village partner choose :
The lord underogating share

The vulgar game of * post and pair.’

All hailed with uncontrolled delight

And general voice the happy night,
That, to the cottage as the crown,
Brought tidings of salvation down.

The fire, with well dried logs supplied,
‘Went roaring up the chimney ‘wide :
The huge hall table’s oakeu face,
Secrubbed till it shone the day to grace,
Bore then upon its massive board
No mark to part the squire and lord.
Then was brought in the lusty brawn
By old blue-coated servingman :

Then the grim boar's-head frowned on high
Crested with bays and rosemary.
Well can the green-garbed ranger tell,
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How, when, and where the monster fell :
What dogs before his death be tore

And all the baiting of the boar.

While round, the merry wassail bowl
Garnished with ribbons blithe did trowl :
There the huge sirloin reeked : hard by
Plum-porridge stood and Christmas pie :
Nor failed old Scotland to produce

At such high tide her savory goose.
Then came the merry maskers in,

And carols roared with blithesome din :
If unmelodious was the song,

It was a hearty note and strong,

Who lists, may in their mumming see
Traces of ancient mystery :

White shirts supply the masquerade

And smutted cheeks the visor made ;

But O! what masquers, richly dight,
Can boast of bosoms half so light !
Ergland was merry England when

Old Christmas brought his sports again.
"T was Christmas broached the mightiest ale,
'T was Christmas told the merriest tale:
A Christmas gambol oft would cheer

A poor man's heart through all the year !

« The last few lines forcibly convey the opinion we would express. Itis
not the particular customs and quaint old usages—though we love them
still—that we would commend, so much as the spirit of universal good
will, charity, forgiveness of past offences, and hearty enjoyment on a
common footing of men of every class, which marked, and still to a
great extent in old Eongland, the keeping of old Christmas : and we re-
peat that the cultivation of such a spirit, and all rightful means leading
thereto, are essentially in harmoay with the leading principles of the
loved-brotherhood of Masonry.

And now let us turn our thoughts for a while from Christmas to New
Year’s Day and its associations, from many of -which, if we mistake not,
we as Masons may derive some useful lessons. Not a few anniversaries of
the New Year have passed since we remember reading with lively inter-
est a passage in the essays of Elia (Charles Lamb) to the following effect,
though we cannot vouch for the precise words :—‘ Every man hath two
birthdays : two days at least in every year, which set him upon revolving
the lapse of time, as it affects his mortal duration. The one is that
which in an especial manner he termeth kis. In the gradual desuetude
of old observances, this custom of solemaizing our proper birthday hath
nearly passed away, or is left to children, who reflect nothing at all about
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the matter, nor understand anything beyond the cake and orange. But
the birth of a New Year is of an intérest too wide to be pretermitted by
king or cobbler. No one ever regarded the first of January with indif-
ference. It is that from which all men date their time and count upon
what is left. It is the pativity of our common Adam! Of all sound of
all bells—(bells, the music nighest bordering upon Heaven !)—most sol-
emn and touching is the peal, which rings out the old year! I never hear
it without a gathering up of my mind to a concentration of all the images
that have been diffused over the past twelvemonth : all 1 have done or
suffered—performed or neglected—in that regretited time. 1 begin to’
know its worth, as when a person dies. It takes a personal color : nor
was it a poetical flight in a cotemporary, when he exclaimed,
¢ ¢ I saw the skirts of the departing year.’

The elders, with whom I was brought up, were of a character not likely
to let slip the sacred observance of any old institution ; and the ringing
out of the Old Year was kept by them with circumstances of peculiar.
ceremony. Ia those days the sound of those midnight chimes, though it
seemed to raise hilarity in all around me, never failed to bring a train.of
pensive imagery into my fancy. Yet I then scarce comceived what it
meant, or thought of it & reckoning that concerned me. Not childhood
alone, but the young man till thirty, never feels practically that he is
mortal.”

Touching and heart-penetrating as were nearly all the writings of
Charles Lamb, there are few passages to be found in them fuller of home-
striking truth and pathos than the above lines : and more particularly the
words we have underlined suggest to us, whether as individual men, or as
united Masons, admonitious appropriate to the season of the New Year.
Christmas, with its festive joys and losing associations, has, we trust, done
away with all feelings of offence, or animosity, or misunderstanding, that
may have arisen during the past year either,in the domestic circles.of our
bomes, or in the larger spheres of more public life, in which we have
severally had to mingle and 10 act. ‘Throughout the Lodges of our Order,
doubtless, as in every body composed of men subject to human feelings
and frailties, the past, as well as former years, has here and there wit-
nessed more or less of dissension arising from difference of opinion..
Christmas has borne all these away and covered them, we trust, beneath
ber snow-white mantle of oblivion and charity : and now the New Year.
suggests to. us, in the words of Elia, * a gathering up of our minds to a,
concentration of all the images that have been diffused over the past
twelvemonth—all we have done or suffered—performed or neglected—in
that regretted time” : mnd this, not with the weak dosign of miserably
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mourning over-the past,; but with the strong and manly one of siriving to
do better for the future. Of individual duty in this respect each Brother’s
heart and coonscience will be the best exponent and guide, but we look
rather just naw to the interests of our Brotherhood, and our duty as mem-
bers of it. Have we each and all during the past year not alone been
technically truc to our Masonic vows, but to their more broad and gener-
ous spirit? Have we faithfully endeavored to cultivate in ourselves and
others- feelings of Union, Fraternity, and Brotherly Love? Have we
availed ourselves of every opportunity presented by these trying times in
* which we live, to do good to our Brethren, to assusge their sorfows, to
comfort their affliction, and relieve their distrcss? Have we firmly and
steadily striven to promote the best interests of our noble Order by the
abnegation of all self-interest on our own part? These and such like
questions demand from us an answer.

We have in more than one article during the last year, as well as on
many previous occasions, endeavored to show the solemn and lofly duties
of Masonry, if it -be true to itself, in such an era of the world’s and our
country's history as the present. It is in no spirit of exaggeration or of
too highly ** magnifying our office,” that we assert, that, in the terrible
crisis, through which our beloved country and the UnioN, gained and
established by the labor and suffering and bftle-shed blood of our
Fathers, are now passing, there is no ‘institution in existence which can,
if true to ilself and its vocalion, do mare to lighten and selieve the dark-
ness and depression of the present, and to shed the light of a bappy re-
conciliation over the horizon of the future, than Masonry. But in order
to realize this so grand and noble object, it must, collectively and in-
dividually, rise to a full and dignified consciousness of the greatness of
its mission and of the duties which that mission involves. Above all it is
jncumbent upon us to do cverything in our power, not only to preserve
the purity and sustain the energetic and healthy action of oug Omper
internally, as among ourselves, but also to take care that its outward
aspect be sych as to gain and cominand the respect of the community at
large. Briefly glancing at the inner aspect, let us, as we love cur Order
and desjre its welfare, ever be most carefully on our guard against the
creeping in of any of those politieal arts and artifices, from whose action
in public life America has nlready suffered so much of evil! Demagogues
and stump-orators, and party-politicians, and selfish seekers after pelf and
power, have been the mpin ¢cause of many another woe to our country, as
well as of this unholy rebellion, which has indeed

¢ Brought death into the world snd all our woe !”

But in the name of all that we hold dear as Masons and as men, let us
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pever allow such unholy and “unmasonic’ action and artifice to cross the -
sacred thresbold of the Lodge : or, if it should, let all good Brethren and
true rise, as one man, to drive it back from the pure and generous at-
mosphere of Masonry to the foul and festering marshes that form its pro-
per and genial home! Any approach, however slight, to the intriguing
conduct of party-politicians in the outer world, is utterly foreign to the
spirit of Masonry, and deserves to be deprecated and discountenanced by
every true Mason. Perhaps, in the present state of society, electioneer-
ing arts and canvassing for offices, are almost necessary evils in public
life ; but so far from being necessary in the working of our Masonic in-
stitutions, they are totaily opposed to the fundamental principles of those
institutions, and, if allowed to steal in and exercise any extensive influ-
ence, must undoubtedly overthrow them. In all elections of officers—a
most important matter in regard to the continued success and stability of
our Brotherhood—regard must always and only be had to merit and the
good of the Order. We dwell upon this point with more emphasis, be-
cause we believe many of our Brethren are not sufficiently alive to its
importance, or to the full bearing of the axcient CoxNsTiTUTIONS On the
subject ; and also because, during the year on which we are entering, many
important occasions are likely to arise, which will call for a careful con-
sideration of the subject. Merit, we repeat then, and the good of the
Order, are the only tests knowa to Masonry of eligibility to office. Let
us see what the ancient ConsTiTUTIONS say on this vitally important sub-
ject. ** All preferment among Masons is grounded upon real worth and
personal merit only, that so the lords may be well served, the Brethren
=ot put to shame, nor the Royal Craft despised. Therefore no Master
or Warden (or other officer) is chosen by seniority, but for his merit.”
Another point in immediate connection with this, on which much mis-
understanding has existed, has reference to the position held by Masonry
in regard to the commuuity or public at large. It is quite true that, in the
Lodge-room, Masonry recognizes no distinctions between its members, as
arising from rank, or wealth, or learning, or any other extraneous causes.
But it does not follow that any of these qualifications are to be on all oc-
casions disregarded and despised. On the contrary, Masonry, while put.
ting all on a common and loving footing of fraternity in the Lodge-room
and in ail the relations of Masons to each other, prides itsclf upon being
justly cooservative, and upon giving * honor to whom honor is due.”
This is a matter deserving of our most careful attention in the presenta-
tion of Masonry to the outer world. The body is judged by its more pro-
mineot representatives, and it is absolutely essential to the due honor and

estimation of our Order, that its higher offices should be filled by men
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who, to their virtues and merits in private and Masonic life, also add some
claims upon the respect of society by their personal position or intellect-
ual eminence. Here, again, we are not left to the doubtful and differing
suggestions of our own opinions, but have a far surer and safer guide in
our ancienNt Constitutions, in which we find the following empbatic
declaration :—* No Brother can be Grand Master unless he is ¢ nobly-
born, or a gentleman of the best fashion, or some architect or other artist,
descended of honest parents, and who is of singular great merit in the
opinion of the Lodges.’” Much more could we say on this and kindred
subjects did our limits permit. What we have written has been dictated
by the most sincere and affectionate love of our Brethren and our Order,
towards whom we can most truly say, in the words of the Psalmist, our
never-ceasing wish and prayer is, ** May length of days be in her right
hand, and in her left riches and honor! May her ways be ways of
pleasantness and all her paths be Peace !” And now, in heartily wishing
a happy New Year to all our Brethren, we would ask them to join, both in
prayer and in action, to make this year a prosperous and an honorable
one to our Order: and we hail and welcome its birth in the words of an
English Poet—

‘* His manhood shall be blissful and sublime,

With stormy sorrows and severest pleasures :

And his crowned age upon the top of Time

Shall throne him great in glories, rich in treasures !
The Son is up, the day is breaking,

Sing ye sweetly, draw anear,

Immortal be the new-born year,

And blessed be his making !"

MASONRY AND WAR.

In one of the Southern cities the members of the Craft who have a residence
there, under the lead and direction of the Grand Master of the State in which
the city referred to is located, visited the Northern prisoners of war, who were
eonfined in jail, and ascertained who among them were Masons. A few days
subsequently a suit of clothes was provided for each of the Brethren, and steps
taken to have good and proper food furaished to the well, and appropriate nourish-
ment and medical attendance to such of the Brethren as were sick or suffering
from wounds, It is gratifying to receive such-evidence that the great cardinal
principle of the Craft still exists, and that Freemasonry still performs her benign
and holy mission. In the preseut instance, fifteen of the relieved Brethren hailed
from this jurisdiction. Brethren, let us treasure this instance in grateful remem-
brance, and keep in view the Divine maadate, “ Go thou and do likewise !I”’—N.

Dispatch.
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STROLLS AMONG THE WORKMEN.
NO. 7.

Dear Brother Moore—I told you last month that in the beginning of the last
centory the necessity for an effective and stable government manifested itself to
the Meronic Fraternity, and that a Grand I.odge was organized, in manner and
form, resembling those of the present day, possessing dignity and power and the
same elements of perpetuity. Of course you must not understand that there
was no system of Masonic government whatever before that time. Contrary-
wise, there was a system, ample enough in its functions, to embrace the wants
of the Craft generally, and which, by the minute and careful supervision of a
Grand Master, effected the full purposes of the Institation, and was well adapted
to the pecaliar habits of the people in those ages.

The Lodges were *just and regular,”—as much &o at that time as they have
ever been since,—otherwise no one could have been made a just and regular
Mason. In the regulations made in General Assembly, Dec. 2Tth, 1663, we
find, ¢ That no person, of what degree soever, be made or accepted a Freemason
unless in a regular Lodge, whereof one is to be Master or Warden in that limit
or division where such Lodge is kept, and another 1o be a Craftsman in the trade
of Freemasonry.” .

Under all phases of political systems which prevailed in those ages, the Ma-
sonic orb pursued its undeviatling course in perfect disregard of external circum-
stances, accomplishing its laudable purposes. It was perfect within itself—not
at all dependent upon the result or consequences of changes in other institutions,
either political or social. Its system of government was republican in its spirit;
bence its affinity with the natural impulses of the human heart. In establishing
a Grand Lodge the representative feature was most prominent, showing clearly
the intoitive principle in man for self-government. It is somewhat remarkable
that, even in the present day, the system of Masonic government, with this prin-
ciple of freedom most conspicuously interwoven with its general regulations, lies
quietly in the bosom of tyranny and deepotism, without exciting, to any degree,
their jealousy and dietrust. Nay, potentates themselves enter heartily into the
spirit of the Institution, and either take its executive head or become active in ils
government. It is idle to suppose that the Masonic Institution bears the char-
acter of despotism, as some ignorantly assert. Iis wide spread arms embrace
men of every country, sect and opinion, obviously showing that there is ample
room for freedom of thought and expression. Men who are brought within ite
folds are made Free and Accepted Masons.

It was the custom of the Brethren in the olden times to meet in general as
sembly ouce a year, at which time they participated in,and enjoyed an abundant
supply of the subetantials and delicacies common in that day, and withal a
¢ hearty good cheer.” Tt was doubtless an exhilaraling feast to both soul and
body. The festivilies of the ocoasion afforded the means of an interchange of
sentiment and good feeling. They excited the liveliest emotions of love in the
mingling of hearts, Those happy hours were well calculated to bind together
the brotherhood in a personal tie of undying friendship, which, when united

10
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with the fraternal bond and other Masonic attractions, entwined their hearts be-
yond the possibility of a separation.

In parenthesis, allow me to say, and without wishing to shock your moral,
nervous sensibilities, that the abandonment of this custom of periodical or occa-
sional feasts has added nothing to the sociality or attractions of the Order. In
England and upon the continent, and in some of the old juriedictions in this
country, this practice is continned and slill meets with favor. You must not be
surprised 1o learn that I am old-fashioned enough to like and approve this old
Masonic custom. I am not stariled by the bug-bear which appears to haunt the
imagination of those of our exceedingly sensitive Brethren who see demoraliza-
tion in every indulgence of the kind. It does not follow, necesearily, that be-
cause the members of a Lodge have a dinner or a supper, that there must be at
the feast intoxicating drinks; nor is this the case in many of the juriadictions in
this country, in which the custom is preserved.

It was at the annual feasts that the Brethren chose a Grand Master, who had
then, as now, the chief government of the Craft. All that bore a resemblance
to legislation was also done on these ocpasions, Rules were enacted and chaiges
set forth which controlled and gave tone to the Iustitution. 1t was the daty of
the Grand Master 1o see these regulations enforced, at the same time exercising
a general sapervision over the Craft to the full extent of the executive functions
of his office, and, as occasion required, 10 exercise judicial authority. Doubtless
the powers of the Grand Master were less circumscribed or coutrolled then than
they are esteemed 10 be now; and yet, whatever were his powers and privileges
at that period, are his inherent prerogatives at the present ¥me ; nor can he be
deprived of them.

I regard the office of Grand Master as far above the grade or position of a G.
Lodge. It is an office of great honor, dignity and power ; its possessor claims
of the Brethren reverence and submission, and a fastidious obedience 10 his Ma-
sonic edicts. He, like the king, can do mo wrong. He is beyond judicial ac-
countability or penalties, except he should lose sight of his exalted position and
commit a fault requiring a special enactment in his case. He presides over the
Grand Lodge during its deliberations, and has the power to prevent the passage
of general or local regulations, if they are in conflict with the ancient Landmarks
of the Order, and possesses the power to veto any unconstitutional act of the body.
Hé is the Grand Master of Masons in the juriediction in which he resides, and
not simply the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge, as some erroneously suppose.
Qccurrences are rare in which Grand Masters abuse and usurp authority beyond
their constitutional limits; but whenever this is the case, they bring upon them-
selves obloquy and the contempt of all good Masons, which of itself is sufficient,
doubtless, to deter them from commitling any such offence. A Grand Lodge is
a legislative body, possessing executive and judicial powers, and differs from
State l.egislatures in this particular. Althoogh, while in session, it possesses in
its attributes more extensive powers than pertain to the office of Grand Master,
yet, in the very nature of things, it cannot command the reverence or ezdite the
same love and esteem that is given to a Grand Master. Expressions and senti-
ments, which may with great propriety be used toward him, would be exceed-
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ingly inappropriate when applied to a Grand Lodge. The one has blended with
his office the nature and nobleness of the man. He has feelings, he has a heart,
and can “ weep with those who weep, and rejoice with those who rejoice :” he
has a soul and can sympathize, while, on the other band, a Grand Lodge
possesses neither faculty.

We cannot without excessive ignorance say that a Grand Lodge * can do no
wrong,” or altribute to it infallibility. It is true they are composed in part of gen-
tlemen of high respectability and intelligence, and deservedly hold a prominent
place in the estimalion and esteem of their Brethren; but there are others who,
although they may hold a high social position, are young and inexperienced,
with but little discretion it may be; others who are good at beart, but without
sound judgment; others who are ignorant of Masenic principles, and less
blesced with letters ; while there ate others heedlessly perverse aud immoral.
This being 20, is it not rational 1o suppose that these bodies can and do err often
in their acts and decisions ? and are even more vulnerable in this particular than
a wise and discreet individual would be who might be chosen Grand Master.

I may be wrong in bolding these sentiments toward Grand Lodges, If so,
then I bave always been in error, and have viewed these bodies through
jaundiced eyes, and yet I am second to none in according to them all the honors
which attache to so high and honorable a position, or who would submit more
willingly to their mandates and decisious, however erroneous they may be.

T will conlinue these raiidom reflections about Grand Lodges in the next num-
ber. .

Ia the bonds of fraternal love I remain yours truly, D.

THE ORIGINAL FREEMASONS.*

Berweex the years 568 and 774 the Longobards, a German race, overrun the
whole of Italy, and at last setiled themselves in its northern plains, which have
since been called after them—Lombardy. They became Christians; and until
this day the kings of Lombardy are crowned with an iron crown, so called from a
nail which is said to have been taken from the croes on which the Saviour was
cracified being rivetled into it. The Lombards grew iato a clever and great na-
tion afier the fall of Rome. The round-headed characters used in wriling at the
present day were invented by the Lombards. Book-keeping, banks, bills of ex-
change, commercial and maritime laws, public loans, and many other things
uvseful to industry and commerce, all originated in Lombardy. The kings, lorde,
and maunicipal bodies of the country, combined in promoting talent and industry.
For this purpose it was enacted that every one who wished to become an artificer
should study for a certain number of years—that is, serve an apprenticeship ; ae-
sociations of artificers were formed, to which were given exclusive privileges in
carrying on their trades, and these associations were called free corporations and

*This article is from the English * Gloucestershire Chronicle;’ and though its theory as to
the origin of Freemasonry may not be generally credited, its history in other respects will be
accepted by Masonic scholars generally.—Editor.
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guilds, One of these guilds was formed by the Freemasons, who carried the
architecture of their country throughout the whole of Europe.

The Freemasons, it is often asserted, originated in the building of the Tower
of Babel. Otler persons, again, say that they are only so old as the building of
Solomon’s Temple. It is also asserted that there is nothing to support these no-
tions, not even a tradition. Some historians have fancied that a peculiar Masonic
lJanguage may be traced in the reigns of Charlemange the Great, and have
therefore maintained that Freemasonry existed in the seventh century in France
and England ; but it is far more probable that it originated, as we bave said, with
the Lombards, in a later century; but it is certain they first made nse of that
body.

The Masons of Lombardy having joined themselves into a guild in common
with other trades, the better to enjoy the exclusive benefit of their ‘“art and
mystery,” as indentures of apprenticeship even now eay, they initiated only these
who were to form members of their body ; they bound them to secrecy by im-
posing oaths; they carefully concealed, and even destroyed, documents which
might disclose their knowledge ; they formed a secret language, that they might
describe their art to each other without uninitiated persons understanding them ;
and they formed a code of secret signs that they might recognize each other as
Masons, though personally unknown to each other, and keep strangers from get-
ting into fellowship with them. They became very skiiful masons and brick-
layers, especially the inhabitants of Como, who were, therefore, distinguished by
the name of ‘ Masters from Como ;”.and the Lombard kings having been very
zealous in spreading the Christian religion, the Freemasons were largely em-
ployed in filling their dominions with churches and monasteries. Lombardy
having at length been covered with these edifices, the Freemasons spread into
other countries in search of work. They became troops of laborers following in
the tracks of the Christian missionaries, and building the churches required for
the converts; in fact, no sooner did a missionary reach a remote place to con-
vert the inhabitants than a troop of Freemasons appeared ready to raise a temple
in which they might worship. The Popes of Rome, under these ciroumstances,
were indaced to grant protection to the Freemasons in all the couantries under the
influence of the Latin or Romanist Church; they were furnished with papal
bulls confirming the corporate powers given 1o them by the kings of Lombardy ;
granting them exemptions from the laws and taxes which affected the natives of
the countries in which they worked ; empowering them to fix the price of their
labor, and forbidding their native sovereigns from encouraging their own subjects
to compete with the Freemasous in their trade, on pain of being treated as rebels,
All workmen were, in short, required to obey the authority given to the Free-
masons, on pain of excommunication ; and this was justified by the example of
Hiram, King of Tyre, when he sent architects to build the Temple of Solomon.

The Freemasons were divided into troops or Lodges, the whole troop was
governed by a surveyor, and each ten of its members were governed by a
warden. They came organized in this manner when required to ereot an edifice.
First, they built temporary huts for their own accommodation ; then the different
departments set to work, each under its own warden. Whilst each ten men had
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a particular duty assigned to them, they all labored in carrying out one commeon
design. Oue calculated the weight and pressure of the arches ; another fashioned
the forms of the pillars, butiresses, and pinnacles ; another raised the walls;
another carved the stonework ; and so on. The organization of the Freemasons
thus led to a subdivision of labor, and this to excellence and speed in all parts
of the work, as it does in making a pin or a watch. Hence it is that in the an-
cient Gothic structures which are the work of the Freemasons, nothing has been
dove in a slovenly manner ; the erypt, which is always buried in darkness under
ground, being often decorated with carving as beautiful as that of the nave
which is exposed to the light of day. As an edifice advanced they sent for
more of their Brethren; and being authorized by the Pope, backed by kings,
and unpheld in pablic opinien by the sanctity of their work, they demanded and
obtained materials, carriages, and manual assistance from the neighboring geatry.
They also imposed conditions on the parishes in which they labored ; thus a
covenant was entered into between a Lodge of Freemasons and the Church
Wardeas of a parish in Suffolk, during the reign of Heary VI., amongst the
stipulations of which is that every Freemason should be furnished with a pair of
leatber gloves and a white apron, and that a Lodge, properly tiled, should be
boilt for their meetings at the expense of the parish.

The privileges conferred upon the Freemasons, the usefulness of their ser-
vices, and the great wealth which they obtained, tended to swell their numbers
greally. People in all countries sought admission into their ranks; in fact, no
man could work as a Mason withont being a member of one of these guilds.
Thus a knowledge of architecture was diffused from Italy wherever the Latin
Church spread. As architecture gave dignity to the rites of religion also, the
clergy joined the Freemasons that they might learn how to- practice the art.
Bishops, abbots, and simple priests gave designs for churches and other eccle-
siastical buildings, while the inferior clergy executed the artificers’ work, and by
these many of the earliest structures were raised. Whilst war was the pastime
of kings and the employment of the people, the clergy in their monasteries were
the industrious bees of the communily. Often when a new church was required
the abbol or superior gave the plan, and while some of the monks raised walls,
others amongst them wrought the sculptures. It is no wonder that architecture
spread when it was patronized by powerful kings, carrried on by a learned
clergy, and regarded as a holy work.

The existence of Freemasons accounts for a fact which might otherwise be
unaccountable; we mean the striking resemblance which pervades the early
Christian buildings in all countries. The principles were derived from one
source, Italy ; the builders belonged to one body of men, the Freemasons; they
were in constant communication, and every improvement, even the most minute,
became the common property of the whole Order. Hence it is that the churches
in the north of Scotland are exactly the same as those in the south of Italy.
Hence improvements spread with such marvelous rapidity as to appear almost
simoltaueously in different countries ; and we have a remarkable instance of it
in the fact that Gothic architecture spread throughout the west of Europe so sud-
dealy that it is impoesible to determine where it originated.
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Freemasonry was at its height in the tenth century. An idea became
prevalent amongst Christians that Christ would re-appear on earth 1010 years
after His death upon the cross, and that the world would come to an end. For
many years preceding, then, very few charches were built, and those which
existed were suffered to fall into decay. But when the time bad passed, and the
idea proved to be a delusion, people aroused themselves from this fear of death,
and desired churches that their souls might be saved. Then the Freemasons
scallered themselves far and wide ; strong in their union, protected by the great
and powerful, receiving asylums in the religious houses, finding work to be done
everywhere ; they poured out of Italy through the west, proceeding further and
further, advancing from country to country, from Italy to Germany, from Ger-
many to France, from France to Belgium, and from these places crossing the
sea into England.

But as civilization rose Freemasonry fell. The Pope’s power was diminished ;
the natives of each country asserted their right to work ; native skill increased ;
and native sovereigns regarded these foreign workmen with jealousy. The
secretl signs and practices of the Freemasons brought euspicion on them ; they
were deprived of their privileges in some countries ; they were expelled from
others ; and as their services were no longer indispensable, the clergy and laity
withdrew their patronage from them. At length the Freemasons ceased to be
architects, and the guilds expired.

MARTINISM AND RUSSIAN FREEMASONRY.

MarTINIsTS were a sect of Russian disseuters which arose in the beginning of
the present century. It derived its name from the Chevalier St: Martin, a native
of France, who, while infidel philosophy was exercising almost undisputed sway
over the publie mind of that country, set himself with his whole heart and soul
to diffuse the doctrine of pure, practical Christianity, though undoubtedly tinged
with a considerable admixture of mysticism. To spread his principles the inore
widely, he made use of the Masonic Lodges, but met with comparatively little
success in France, exceptin the Lodges of Lyons and Montpelier. The doctrines
of St. Martin were imported into Russia by Count Grabianka, a Pole, and Ad-
miral Pleshcheyeff, a Russian, both of whom were successful in introducing them
into the Masonic Lodges in that country, where they soon met with very wide ac-
ceptance. The Martinists at length became a very numerous sect, including in
the list of their members some names of rank and influence. The favorite
authors whose writings they chiefly consulted, were, besides St. Martin himself,
those of the German Pietistic-school, such as Arndt and Spener. But the object
of the sect was not so much to cultivate a speculative as a practical Christianity,
by seeking to do good to all within the sphere of their influence, not only perform-
ing deeds of charity to the poor, but as far as possible, the extension of educa-
tion and literature. The principal seat of the Martinists was the city of Moscow,
where they established a typographic society for the encouragement of learning ;
and to accomplish this important object they purchased all the manuscripts,
whether in prose or poetry, which were offered to them, publishing, however,
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only such as eppeared worthy of seeing the light. Their countenance was chiefly
given to those writings which had a religious or moral tendency. Many of the
works published by this society were tranelations from foreign language, but
some very valuable original works, literary, scientific, and religious, were issued
with their sanction. They established also a large library, chiefly consisting of
religious books, to which all were admitted who were sincerely desirous of
acquiring information ; a school was founded at their expense; and deserving
young men were assisted in carrying forward their studies, either in the country
or at foreign universities, To the seasonable aid thus afforded, Karamein, the
talented Russian historian, was indebted for his education-at the University of
Moscow. Many of the Martinists, unable to contribute money in order to carry
out the plans of the society, devoted their time and talents to works of benev.
olence, and more especially to the alleviation of human suffering. Some of this
noble class of men sacrificed large fortunes, and even submitted to great priva”
tions, in order to fulfil the designs of this charitable and useful institution. The
Martinists became, in process of time, a numerous and highly respected body of
men, and their influence was daily diffusing itse)f more and more widely among
the Rassian people. Men of all ranks, in Church and State, hastened to join the
Lodges of this noble band of Freemasons, which bade fair, bad it been permitted
to continue its operations, to be eminently instrumental in promoting the cause of
Christianity and true civilization throughout the whole Russian Empire. But the
rapidly increasing fame and influence of this noble sect, and more especially of
their typographic society at Moscow, which was working wonders by means of
the press, awakened suspicion and jealousles in the mind of the Empress Catherine
II. She resolved, therefore, to put forth her utmost efforts to crush the sect;
Novikoff, one of its leading and most active members, was imprisoned in the
castle of Schlusselburg ; several of the nobles who belonged to it were banished
to their estates, and several religious books which it had issved were seized and
burnt as being subversive of the good order of the country. At the death of
Catbherine, the Emnperor Paul, who succeeded her on the throne of Russia, liberated
Novikoff, whose tragic story is thus briefly told by Count Krasinski:—¢ He re-
covered his liberty, but found a desolate home, his wife was dead, and his three
young children were a prey to a terrible and incurable disease. The Emperor
Paul, whose mad outbursts of despotisnm were the results of a mind diseased by
a keen sense of wrong, inflicted upon him by his own mother, but whose natural
character was noble and chivalrous, demanded of Novikoff, when he was pre-
scoted to him on his liberation from the fortress, how he might compensate the
injustice that bad been done to him, and the sufferings to which he bad been ex-
posed. * By rendering liberty to all those who were imprisoned at the same time
when | was was Novikoff’s answer. The labors of the Martinists, as a body,
were completely checked by the persecution which they had suffered under
Catherine, and they contented themselves during the reign of Paul with quietly
propegating their opinions in their individual capacity. Under Alexander I.,
however, who was somewhat inclined to religious mysticism, the Martinists re-
covered, for a time, their influence in Russia, and Prince Galitzin, one of their
pamber, was injrusted by the Emperor with the ministry of religious affairs and
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public education. The imperial councils were now guided by men of piety and
patriotism ; bible societies were openly promoted by the government, and religious
books published by sanction of the Emperor. But matters completely changed
on the death of Alexander. His brother Nicholas, who succeeded him, adopted
a different line of acting. He suppressed bible societies, discouraged the pro-
gress of liberal religious tendencies, and by his whole course of policy, put an
effectual check npon all the operations of the Martinists, and led to the total die-
appoarance from the face of Russian eociety of a sect or body of men of whom
any civilized country might well be proud.— Gardner’s Faiths of the World.

.“OUR HOLY AND OUR BEAUTIFUL HOUSE.”

THis was the holiness and beauty of the temple of Solomon, the wonder of then
existing and subsequent ages: that magnificent building—magnificent, not in
size, for many a Parish Church have we seen larger, but magaificent in the num-
ber, the variety, the cost, the richness, and the splendor of its adornments—sur-
paesingly magnificent in the wisdom that contrived it, the strength that supported
it, and the beauty that was so chastely yet so richly conspicuous in every part of
the building—magnificent in the peace, barmony and fraternity that existed among
the workmen engaged in its erection, for, it will be remembered, that, during the
seven years it was in construction, such were the arrangements of Solomon, that
not the slightest manifestation of discontent or dissatisfaction was ever exhibited
by any of the 153,000 persons employed at the building—magnificent in the order
of its construction, for there was not heard the sound of axe, hammer, or any
tool of iron as it rose in its silent majesty to lose itself among the clouds—magni-
Sicent in the eloquence of its symbolism ; for, like its model and prototype the
tabernacle of Moses, the Temple of Solomon was ordained of God to be a type
of heaven, the dwelling-place, the abode of Jehovah! fts three grand divisions
were symbolical of the Universe. The outer courts, or grand floor, and the mid-
dle chamber were emblematic of the earth and sea, which all men might ap-
proach ; while its Holy of Holies, whose threshold no mortal dared to cross,
where the Shekinah—the visible manifestation of the God of Hosts—was always
present, and where the High Priest alone, and only one day in the year, entered
and with fearful solemnity pronounced the name Jehovah, the great 1 Am, the
Glorious Architect of the world, was an appropriate type of the dwelling-place
of our Creator.

Well might Isaiah, in alluding to a building of such splendor and magnificence,
call it *¢ Our holy and beautiful house.” But this holiness and beauty are equally
applicable to every Church and Chapel erected for, and dedicated to, the worship
of God. It is equally his temple—the place where prayer and worship are offered
to Him—with that on Mount Moriah, which was composed of cedar, of silver
and of gold—and ornamented with blue and scarlet and fine twined linen. Al
though the outer porch with its pillars, Jachin and Boez, may be absent ; although
you ascend not by a flight of winding stairs to the middle chamber, although the
Ark of the Covenant and visible Shekinah be not there, All-Saints Parish Church
is still the House of God—Our holy and our beautiful house.—.2nen.
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GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Tae Grand Lodge of this Commonwealth was organized, and its offi-
cers for the current year duly instalied, on the evening of the 27th ult.,
in the presence of a large assemblage of the Brethren. It was the second
inauguration of the M. W. Wn. D. CooLingE, Esq.,as Grand Master, and
was an occasion of much interest. At the conclusion of the ceremonies
of installation the Grand Master read his annual address, which we give
below. This was followed by the following Ode, written for the occasion
by R. W. Brother Joan K. HarL :(—

Supreme Grand Master! we to thee
Again as suppliants bow the knee ;
Our labor here can nought avail ;
Without thy aid all efforts fail.

Let our Grand Master be thy care,
And let him thy rich blessings sbare;
Guide and instruct him by thy grace,
With wisdom 10 adorn his place.

Restore once more o'er all our land
That scene of a united band,

‘Where heart nnd hand io concert move,
And join in deeds of heav'nly love.

Uhite again that breken chain,

From Ocean to our Western plain,
And to the North and South oace more
That peace and barmony restore.

While prosp‘rous we thy care forgot,
Unmindful of onr pleasant lot ;

Not heeding that by God 't was given,
To lead our thoughts to thee in heav’n.

But now let grateful incense rite ;
The contrite heart thou It not despise ;
Accept our tribute we implore,

Gud of our fathers! bless once more.

This was followed by an eloquent ond fitting Address by Rev. Wx,
R. ArGER, who never fails to interest and delight his audience. Old
Hundred was then sung, and the Brethren were dismissed with a bene-
diction by Rev. Brother W. T. GrsENwoOD, of Malden, one of the Grand
Chaplains.

ADDRESS OF THE GRAND MASTER.

Never, Brethren, in the history of this Grand Lodge have we been permitted
to assemble when first of all we should acknowledge with more heartfelt and
sincere gratitude the protecting love, the ever watchful and guiding care of a
diviue Providence than this on which this eveaing we are convened. When, as
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I addressed you from this spot just a year ago, as I entered on these duties with
a heast full of hapeful gladness, how litile did we think of what the coming year
was to develope, yet through it all our work of usefulness and charity has been
blessed ; and reverently and devoutly do 1 desife to acknowledgze our depen-
dence, and implore the continnance of divine aid to guide our deliberations in
the futare, in the words, that

* As He was with the fathers, so may be be with us.”

Let me express to you, Brethren, how profoundly I appreciate the distinguished
honor you have conferred upon me, and the sincere gratitude I feel at this re-
newed expression of your confidence and brotherly regard.

I judge by my own heart, Brothers, that [ touch the key note in yours, when,
at this early period of my annual address, I speak to you of our country, I
koow the intense excitement in which every one of you has shared the past
year. I know it by your correspondence with me and by my frequent visits
among you; and therefore while I admit most fully that sectarianism and poli-
tical disputation has no place in the Lodge-room, love of conutry, honor, valor,
fidelity, truth and justice have a place, and that on these themes you will bear
with me; and while we are in the midst of this excitement and strife, and this
outbreak of folly, madness and crime is being forced upon us by a portion of our
people, let me, Brethren, if I can by any word of mine cheer your hearts to
daty, and strengthen your trust in an Almighty Guide and Protector, let me uiter
a few thoughts at this time, and see if the principles of our institation do not
guide us aright in this trial of our faith.

Our country had become enervated by prosperity and her officers corrupt and
unfaithful ; degeneracy was apparent; honesly, patriotism and subordination
were dying out in our land ; and as the lightnings of Heaven clear and purify,
so this nation requires purification as by fire. Through this wholesome dis-
cipline we are passing ; but if we will open our ears and our minds to the voice,
almost audible, speaking to our hearts, and learn the lessons taught of purity,
self-sacrifice, honesty, patriotism, and subordination ; if respect for established
usage, respect for age and authorily so lamentably deficient in our day ; if these
are the lessons learned by sach hard trials, our country will rise again, put
on her beautiful garments, and be our pride aad glory, and the hope of the
world.

Let us show as Masons, by our example, this spirit of loyalty, subordination
and fraternity, and the time will soon come when our prayers will be answered
and this great madness be rebuked, our nation redeemed, and the end be
glorious, and its great consummation be, a purified, patriotic, united, invincible
and happy people—when our

“ Hopes shall change to glad fruition,
Faith to sight, and prayer to praise.”

Brethren, I might dwell on this theme, but I must hasten to the business por-
tions of my address, and I am detaining you from the music of that voice we
all so mach love to hear.

Notwithstanding the preoccupancy of our minds, and the intente anxiety which
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has pervaded all your hearts, the work of the Lodges has gone on tv an unex-
pected extent, and there is but little falling off during the past Masonic year in
the number of initiates. Number of Lodges in our jurisdiction is 121,

The number of initiates in 1858 was 1323 ; in 1859 there were 1188 ; in 1860
one thousand one handred and seven. It cannot be teasonably expected that the
present year will bear any proportion to the few preceding ones ; but, Brethren,
this T do not regret ; it will be well for us to stop aud breathe a while, and to let
those who have borne this burden and heat of the day rest from their labor, and
give them and all an opportunity to look back over the work that has been done,
and gather strength for the present, and hope for the future; it will enable the
Brethren to become more and better acquainted with each other, and the circum-
stances of the present year will afford many opportunities for the practical work-
ings of our institution, which a continued course of prosperity does not afford.
We are to show that our institutioa is no idle pageant, but that our symbols have
inculeated duties in our hearts, and we must show that we are ready and willing
to exerplify ithose duties in our lives; and though there may be fewer appli-
cants for admiesion, keep the standard high and lofty, and remember that the
honor of the institution is in your keeping, and see to it, that none but those
possessing high moral, social and intellectual qualities are admitted to share our
honors and our happiness.

The following Dispensations bave been granted to new Lodges the past
year:—

February 22. Lodge at South Dedham, to Brother Addison Boyden and others.
- May 6. Bay State Army Lodge, 3d Regiment, to Brother Timothy Ingraham
snd others.

July 13. Pythagoras Lodge, at Marion, to Brother Joha D. Allen and others.

ugust 12. Massachusetts Army Lodge, No. 2, 16th regiment, to Brother Lean-
der G. King and others. _

September 16. United Brethren Army Lodge, No. 3, 17th regiment, to Brothers
John F. Fellowes and others.

October 17. Fraternal Army Lodge, No. 4, 25th regiment, to Brothers Joseph
B. Knox and others. '

November 4. Bunker Hill Army Lodge, No. 5,2d regiment, to Brother George
H. Gordon and others.

December 24. Union Lodge, No. 8, in the 1st regiment of Massachusetts Cavalry,
to Brother M. A. Moore and others.

Lodges have been Constitated and Consecrated ; Corner Stones Laid, and Halls
Dedicated at the following places :—

January 2. Constituted and Consecrated Hammatt Lodge, at East Boston, and
Installed its Officers.

January 17. Constituted and Consecrated John Warren Lodge, at Hopkinton,
and Installed its Officers.
- June 24. Constitated and Consecrated Dalbousie Lodge, at Newton, and Install-
ed its Officers.

September 20, Constituted and Consecrated John Hancock Lodge, at Methuen,
and Installed its Officers.
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September 20. Constituted and Consecrated Pacific Lodge, at Amherst, and In.
stalled its Officers. )

4April 15. Laid Corner Stone of St. John’s Episcopal Church, at Lowell, by Br.
G. W. Warren, D. G. M.

May 30. Laid Corner Stone of First Universalist Church at Chelsea.
June 12. Laid Corner Stone of Howard Methodist Episcopal Church, at Cam-
beridgeport—present the Grand Lodge.

January 22. Dedicated a new and most commodious Hall, at New Bedford, nnd
Installed the Officers of Star-in-the-East and Eureka Lodges.

January 28. Dedicated new Hall, at Southbridge, and Installed the Officers of
Quinebaug Lodge.

Jmne 24. Dedicated new Hall at Newtonville.

September 20. Dedicated new Hall at Methaen, -

Seplember 24. Dedicated new Hall at Amherst.

Nowember 12. Dedicated new Hall at Worcester for Moatecute Lodge, and In-
stalled its Officers.

‘We are largely represented in the army of the United States, We have the
names of more than three hundred Brethren,a large portion of whom are offi-
cers. We have granted them six Lodges, and have done all that we could to
spread over them the @gis of our protection. We watch them with parental so-
licitude, and I am grieved to say, that among those held as bostages in Rich-
moad, is our worthy and well beloved Brother, Capt. Bowman, Past Master of
the Lodge at Clinton. Every effort that we can lawfally make for bis exchange
or relief, will be made, and s0 of all others of our band. Youn will unite your
prayers, Brethren, for their safety and their honor; cheer them with your best
words and counsel ; and should they fall, honor their memories, and embalm
their good deeds and heroism in the history and archives of your Lodges.

I take this occasion to mention how largely I am indebted to the District
Depaty Grand Masters for their zeal and devotion. I have been most effectively
aided by you, my boloved Brethren, and I most cheerfully acknowledge the
great obligations we are under to you, for yaur prompt and generous devotion of
time and talent to your duties. Nor can I omit to mention, in this connexion,
how much my own duties have been relieved by the enlightened and sound
knowledge of Masonic Jurisprudence of the Recording Grand Secretary. His
pocket edition of the Trestle:Board and Digest of Masonic Law has been of
great service to me, and should be in the hands of every Brother desirous of per-
fecting himeelf in Masonic culture.

Our beloved Brother, the D. D. G. M. of the 8econd Masonic District, has again
Placed us under obligations by his generosity ; but as he is so continually doing
these kind acts, to recount them would be more than my space will permit.

Let me recommend to you, Brethren, as far as in your power, 1o add to the im-
pressiveness of our ritual the cultivation of music in your Lodge-rooms. The
Grand Lodge have set an example, and we have had our a.pmu exalted and
gladdened to-night by the stirring notes of the organ and the voices of our people
in glad and holy unison for the retum of peace in our land. Musio is the lan-
guage of love, gentleness, kindness, devotion, and how much it adds to the sun.
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shine of ourlives! The introduction of music will increase your enjoyment,
elevate your taste, and add great impressiveness to your services,

1 again commerd to you that Lodges of Instruction be multiplied among you.
Five or six contignous Lodges might, with great profit and pleasure, unite, and
deleyvations of five or ten from each, would make a most happy re-union of
Brethren, meeting at each place once or thirice in a season, adding much to the
pleasure of social intercourse, and by the employment of a lecturer, to a uni-
formity of work in our jurisdiction.

Let me say to you, Brethren, that the violation of the Constitution in the ap-
pearance at our cormmunication of so many Brethren without their jewels, has
become an evil and an interruption, to which I know you will most readily apply
the remedy ; and I take occasion here to state, that no officer of a Lodge can
transfer his jewel to another, or appoint another to represent him in G. Lodge.

And now, Brethren, I close as I began, exhorting you to be loyal to your
Government and faithful to your vows. We are not a political but a philantbropic
and conservalive institation, and throughout our land, whatever our political dif-
ferences, we are a unit still, and come whut will, we will do all we can to keep
it so,

¢ Let us, then, be up and doing,

With a heart for any fate,

Still achieving, still pursuing,

" Learn to labor and to wait.”
And wherever distress exists, there we can alleviate, if we cannot avert. Let us
look up with a confiding epirit, and believe that if we merit it, we shall be
guided right, and whether passing through the sunshine of prosperity, or undet
the clound of sorrow, still it is a Father’s hand that is leading us ; and “ Though
the labor of the olive should fail, and there be no fruit on the vine—though the
flock be cut off from the fold, and there be no herd in the stall, yet will we joy in
the Lord, and trust in the God of our salvation.”

PRESENTATION.

WE noticed, very briefly, in our issue for November last, the presentation of a
Sworp by the members, and a BisiLE by the Chaplain, of Mount Vernon Lodge,
Malden, to Past Master George D. ALLEN, 1st Lieut. of the 5th Massachusetts
Battery. Since then a full account of the interesting proceedings has been pub-
lished in the Malden Messenger, which we should be pleased to transfer entire
to our pages could we conveniently spare the necessary space. Not being able
to do this, we content ourselves with laying before our readers the following elo~
quent extracts from the presentation speeches, which were uncommonly beautiful
and appropriate.  The first is from the address of Brother W. H. RicuarDsoy, Jr.,
Senior Warden of the Lodge :—

PRESENTATION OF THE SWORD.
And now, my Brother, I present to you, in the name of the members of Mount
Vernon Lodge, this Sworp with its accompaniments, the free gift of those whose
love and esteem you have fairly won ; and if but one act were necessary to cement
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fovever the bigh regard of every member of this Institution, the step you are about
to take would call it forth.

Take it, my Brother, and may the noble cause in which you are engaged give to
its edge a keenness, and to your arm a vigor, that shall conquer every opposing foe :
may every flash of its glittering blade leave one rebel the less: may you never
draw jt ingloriously nor sheathe it dishonorably, and with it may you carve a name
that shall shine as clear and undimmed as the polished surface which it bears.

We do not forget that the name of Allen bears an historic glory, and a revolu.
tionary memory that will never die ; and may you emulate that steady patriotism
and unflinching courage which make the names of Allen and Ticonderoga the
watch-words of victory. Remember that

*In peace there ’s nothing so becomes a man
As modest stillness and humility ;

But when the last of war blows in his ears,
Then imitate the action of the tiger.”

You will now have an opportunity to exemplify those cardinal virtues which are
the true tests of the upright Mason, prominent among which stands fortitude,
“that noble and steady purpose of the mind whereby we are enabled to undergo
any pain, peril, or danger when prudentially deemed expedient.” You are now to
exchange the gavel for the sword, and thereby discharge the duties you owe to the
laws under which you live, keeping steadily in view the allegiance due to your
country.

These spurs, too, are emblems of honor, suggestive of that open-eyed vigilance
which is ever ready for the word of command, come when it may; requiring, as
Napoleon used to term it, a sort of ‘‘two o'clock in the morning” courage, and
demsnding great discipline, and great enthusiasm to guard against surprise. It is
said of Suwairow that even in peace he always slept fully armed, boots and all,
and when he wished to enjoy a very comlortable nap, he used to take off one spur.
Let his ready zeal be to you a lesson of fidelity.

Think not, my Brother, because you leave us you will be forgotten. Oh! no,
we shall follow you to the battle-field, and when the long roll beats to arms, we
shall esgerly watch for the first intelligence that speaks of you and your com-
mand.

“ Our souls, much further than our eyes can see.”

We hope soon-to welcome yon home again ; and may you come with the great
srmy that has preceded you, the heralds of a peace that has been won without &
compromise of principle, and may it be a peace that neither tyranny abroad, nor
corruption and treason at home, shall be able to overthrow or successfully disturb.
8o may we see again one Nation, bound together in glittering harmony, controlled
by the great central idea of Unity and Freedom, and ready to do the World’s work.

And now, having discharged the duty allotted me, I bid you, in the name of Mt.
Vetnon Lodge ! and the glorious fraternity of which this is a branch, God-speed !
in your noble mission. You go to join those noble souls who have made the name
of Massachusetts, the synonym of martial glory : you go to fill the places of those
martyr-spirits who have fallen while bravely contending beneath the shadow of a
Nation's Capital for a nation’s life !—you go to fight for a principle against those
who would suthlessly and with profane hands destroy this glorious Union, with its
priceless privileges and garnered hopes—the impersonation of a constitutional
powar, created by the people, comeated by the best blood of the world, and eternal
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in its nature. Aad although in the visible contest it may at times look dark, and
our cause may seem to waver, let us remamber that an eternal principle forever re-
news itself and cannot be successfully overcome.

“ Truth crushed to earth swsll rise again,
The eternal years of God are bers I”

He must be blind, indeed, who does not see that victory, though postponed, is
surely ours. Events march, and every hour sees that sentiment so dear to the
American people,  Liberty and Union,” deepening with irresistible power.

The defeat at Bull Run and Lexington were only temporary checks, shocks,
which were required 1o awaken you and millions more, to the importance of the
achievement of that greater glory which is to come—sure as the Will of God.

Soon shall we see the light of victory gleam from the crest of our young chief-
tain, McClellan. He will take from their resting places the sacred dust of those
who have fallen—the gallant Ellsworth—the daring Greble—the brave and accom-
plished Winthrop—the heroes who fell at Baltimore—Lyoan the lion-hearted—the
lamented Baker, and scatter that precious seed until there shall arise an army so
numerous, that rebellion shall be forever crushed, and Freedom, Liberty and Union
stand forth as the representatives of a redeemed nation. Until that hour shall ar.
rive, let our young men go forth, prepared to conquer or to die ; and let this be our
benediction upon you— -

“On! on! to the glorious strife,
Your sword our freedom shielding,

Nay resign, if it must be so, even life,
But die at least unyislding.”

PRESENTATION OF THX BIBLE.,
[By Rev. T. J. Grxrxwoob.]

Bro. Allen—You are in the midst of a solemn scene. I know that your spirit is
overwhelmed with its many affecting considerations, and weighty respounsibilities.
You have received these tokens of fraternal regard from the members of the Lodge
over which you have so happily presided. And in addition to the eloquent words
which have borne the presentation, even the gifts themselves, have tougues, to re-
mind you of the trials and difficulties emineat in your way. With a view to tarn
your thoughts to a higher, a holier, and more welcome theme, may I be permitted
to ask yon to accept a slight token of my personal and brotherly regard. My
Brother, you know my vocation, and the principles of my faith. And though our
religious thoughts have not run in the same channel, yet we both reverence the
Divixe Tzacminas—the Worp of Gon! And as a minister of that Word, permit
me the pleasure of presenting to you, as a token of personal esteem, of Christian
affection, and as a witness of the intense and anxious interest with which, for
weeks, I have looked forward to the transactions of this hour, and the scenes which
may ensue—THIS LITTLE @irY. I know it is of humble outside seeming ; and in
this regard but of little value ; yet it is no less than the Great Light of Freema-
sonry, which we are all taught to heed.

. Itisthe Worp of Gop. It has treasures for you. It is the record of the WiLr
of my Father—your Father—our Father—the Father of the spirits of all flesh,
leaving to us the glorious bequests of Immortal Good to her children ; while it il-
luminates the pathway in which obedience requires us to walk. In these re-
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spects it is of inestimable worth. Its treasures are richer than rubies: they
are of more value than refined gold ; and all you can desire is transcended by its.
tiches. :

It is not, then, for its outward worth or seeming that I present it, but, em-
phatically, for its intrinsic value alore! Not that it may be laid up with the re-
cords in the archives of the Lodge as a memorial, even of the transactions of this
interesting hour ; but that it may be constantly borne with your person, and worn
near your heart ; that the perusal of its contents and thoughts upon its teachings
may employ the leisure moments you may find, in the midst of the busy and ex-
citing scenes in which you tnay be placed! It will open to your mind treasures
which will not be eankered by the rust of earth ; and joys that are not startled by |
the clangor of resounding arms—things which are not wasted by the breath of de.
cay ; and thoughts of good to come, tnn.cendmg the best blestings of this lower
world,

8hould you live, its pages will speak to you of the preserving goodness of the"
Almighty Father,—of the constancy of His care, the faithfulness of His guidance,
aod the fulness and freeness of His everlasting love. Shonld'you Sall, as fall sooner
or later we all must, it will open to your expiring gaze visions of glory and of
peace as lasting as the Throne of God.

PRESENTATION OF P, M, DIPLOMA,
[By R. W. Jomn K. Hany, D. D. G. M.]

Bro. JAllen—I1t is not remarkable that from a Lodge bearing the name of that
ballowed spot where repose the ashes of the Father of our Country, should go
forth those imbued with his sentiments of patriotism, ready to do battle for that
country, and to give his life, if need be, for the sacred cause. It is well that Mt.
Vernon should respond to the call of duty and patriotism ; and since that Mount
Vernon cannot restore to us our Brother again to fight the battles of his coun-
try, since we cannot reanimate his ashes, that we shounld keep alive his vir-
toes, aud send forth those from our Mount Vernon who will honor him and the
Lodge.

Asrd with this confidence in you, Brother Allen, the Grand Lodge of Mnnebno
setts present you with this Diploma of a Past Master, in acknowledgment of the
faithful performance of the duties intrusted to you, certifying that you have been,
and trusting that you ever will be, a shining light to your Brethren.

Aod we feel satisfied that the sword which yon have taken up will never be
draws in the caase of injustice or oppression.

* And may its Ailf be Lless’d by Faith in God,
While you seek succor from his holy word ;

Tts blade be Hope, for while in him you trust,
He will protect you, for your cause is just,

But on its piint let Chari’y c’er dwell :

The foe once vanquished, hostile feelings quells
To him extend a Brother’s welcome aid,

And heal the wounds which sterner duty made;
So shall Mount Vernon look on you with pride ;
While true to them, his virtues are your guide.
So shall you honor that Masonic name,

Which he, our Brother, cherished more than fame,

10
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GRAND ORIENT OF FRANCE®*

Your committee received too late for review the last year, the Calendar of the
Grand Orient of France, from which we guther and translate the following state-
ments. _

The Grand Orient of France is composed

L. Of one Grand Master.

2. Two Assistant Grand Masters, appointed by him.

3. Three Grand Dignitaries and Seven Grand Offieers of Honor, named in the
terms of the constitution.

4. Council of the Grand Master of twentyone members, named by the Grand
Orient.

5. All the Presidents or Masters of the Lodges or delegates appointed in their
places, but no delegate is admissible without the consent of the Grand Master.

The Grand Master is the supreme head of the Order—the representative of
Masonic power with strangers, and the official organ of government. He is the
_ executive, administrative and directing power.

He presides in all Masonic re-unions which occur, announces the decrees and
decisions of the Grand Orient, and convokes all assemblies ordinary and extraor-
dinary.

He has the power of suspending the Charters of all Lodges, and all Masons
who fail of respect to the laws of the country, or infringe upon the principles and
statues of the Order.

He has power to remit all penalties incurred by Lodges or individual Masons. .

He can for special reasons delegate his powers to a member of his council, a
member of the Grand Orient, or to any other Mason.

The Grand Master with his Council has powers provided by the Constitutions,
in matters pertaining to the Grand Orient, its Chambers and Committees. He
decides in the last resort upon all appeals of the Lodges, and of individual Ma-
sons.

He has power to revoke, to revise, and decide in the last resort, all the affairs
which interest the Lodges and the individual Masons.

No member of deputations and visitor can be admitted to the Grand Orient nn-
less he has the rank of Master.

His Royal Highness Prince Lucien Murat is the Grand Master of the Order.

The Constitutions and Rules of Order are given in exfenso, but our limits for-
bid their insertion. The following is the list of Grand Masters at the dates
specified :—

1725. Lord Derwentwater.

1736. Lord Compte D'Harnoester.
1738. Le Duc D'Antin.

1743. Louis de Bourbon.

1771. Le Duc de Chartres.

1795. Roettiers de Montaleau.
1805. S. M. Joseph Napoleon.

S. M. Joachim Murat and Prince Cambaceres, Assistant Grand Masters.
1852. S, A. R. Prince Lucien-Charles-Napoleon Murat.

. *Maine Report on Correspondence.



CASE IR JURISPRUDENCE. 91

CASE IN JURISPRUDENCE.

WE take the following interesting cases from reports by the Committee on
Jurisprudeuce, in the Grand Lodge of Maine, of which our intelligent Brother
R. W. Wx. P. PaesLE is chairman:—

BALLOTING FOR CANDIDATES.

The D. D. for the First District reports as follows : —

*“ In one of the Lodges of the District, at a stated meeting, two applications for
the degrees in the gift of the Lodge were acted upon. One of the candidates was
accepted, and the other rejected. At a subsequent stated meeting of the Lodge, the
fact appeared that a Master Mason, not a member of the Lodge, had acted upon the
two applications named ; and the Lodge then pr ded to re ider the former
action, and voted again upon both applications, and elected both candidates.

“ The W. M. not feeling perfectly satisfied with the action of the Lodge in the
matter, called on me with this statement, betore any degree had been conferred on
either candidate. It is not necessary-for me to recapitulate any reasons bere for
the rulings made, and I therefore only present the action had in the case. By my
direction, the W. M. ordered the Secretary of the Lodge to furnish a full and com-
plete list of all the members of the Lodge, and this was placed in the handsof a
trosty and well qualified Brother, who notified all members in person, that could
be found in the jurisdiction, of a special meeting of the Lodge, and for the purpose
of considering the matter in relation to these two applications. A return of his
doings was made to the Lodge at the special meeting, by which it appeared that
be bad endeavored to find every member of the Lodge, and bad actually notified
nearly all in person.

1 was present at the meeting, and after the Lodge was opened, by request of
the W. Master, presided. I stated to the Lodge that I had examined the matter as
fally as I had had opportunity to do, and was prepared now to give my decision.
The voting at the first meeting, upon the application of the candidate who was
accepted, 1 deemed regular and legal, inasmuch as the person voting, who was not a
member, could not by any possibility have changed the result. In the other case, I
deemed that the candidate might be balloted for again, inasmuch as the result might
bave been changed by the vote of the person not a member. The second balloting
at the second meeting I deemed irregular—as in the one instance unnecessary, and
in the other illegal, as no notice of such intended action had been given to the mem-
ders of the Lodge. 1 therefore ordered a ballot to be taken upon the application of
the candidate who had been rejected at the first meeting, and he was unanimously
elected to receive the degrees in the gift of the Lodge. The gentleman was that
eveniog made a Brother, and is now a M. M. in good standing,and I have no doubt
will be an bonor and a benefit to the Craft. I have thus presented the matter as
succinctly as possible, and ask for the decision of the Grand Lodge upon the deci-
sion. I have acted according to the best light I had, and if wrong in my decision,
1 hope and trust no serious injury will result therefrom.” *

As the candidate accepted received all the ballots cast, manifestly the illegal
vote could not have changed the result, and the second ballot was erroneous.

The candidate rejected might have been black-balled by the illegal vote. The
mode recommended and adopted is liable to the objection, that it includes the re-
consideration of the ballot when the result was unfavorable; we cannot therefore
approve of the course, although in this case every possible precaution seems to
have been taken to prevent any complaint of surprise.
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The preferable mode in such case would be, for the candidate to present a new
petition, which would then take the ueual course, and if the rejection was occa-
sioned by the illegal vote, he would be elected. This course is only liable to the
objection that it necessitates the delay of a month ; while it is the unenimous
opinion of Masonic writers and Grand Lodges, that the unfavorable ballot cannot
be reconsidered.

NON PAYMENT OF DUES.

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, 1o whom was referred the decision
of the D. D. G. M. in the 3d Masonic District, in 1860, bave had the same under
consideration, and report. He reports :—

‘“In many of the Lodges there is a by-law to the effect that a member neglecting
to pay his dues for a certain length of time shall forfeit his membership.

% Under this by-law, after the expiration of the time specified, in some Lodges
the Secretary strikes the names of all delicquents from the roll at his own discre-
tion, in others he does it by order of the W. M.

*“1 have uniformly expressed the opinion that the only proper way to execute
this by-law, was for the Secretary to report to the Lodge the names of the delin-
quents. The W. M. should then order notice to be served on such delinquents to
appear before the L.odge, on a designated evening and shew cause, if any they have,
why their names should not be stricken from the roll. That this notice should be
brought home to the delinquents, and on the evening specified, if the delinquents ap-
pear, their excuee should be heard, and the Lodge should decide on its validity. If
they do not appear the facts should be made manifest to the l.odge ex exparte.
And the penalty should only be inflicted by the vote of the Lodge after they had
hed an opportunity to offer their excuse if they wished so to do. I bave reason to
believe that this by-law has been sometimes used for the purpose of getting rid of
members against whom no charges could be sustained.”

No Mason should ever be deprived of his privileges of membership, either in
fraternity), or in his private Lodge, without due notice and trial.

BY-LAWS,

The committee are of opinion that a code nf By-Laws is not the proper place
or Moral Disquisitions, or for establishing and defining the duties of the installed
officers of the Lodge, particularly those of Master and Wardens, or for prescrib-
ng what shall be the conduct of the members of the Lodge ; these all being set
forth in the ancient Charges and Constitutions, and in the Installation service,
every Lodge must obgserve them; and if the Master does his duty, there is no
danger but the Lodge will be more thoroughly versed on these matters than if
their By-Laws, with which very few of the members are conversant, were en-
combered by them. It is perhaps well, although some may say it is an encroach-
ment on the rights of the Master, for a Lodge to establish rules of debate; but
if established, the committee do not regard them as by-laws, or as appropriately
inclnded amnong them. :

In these days of intense light, when every farthing candle imagines itself to be
a8 Drummond Light, Solons and wise men innumerable spring forth from every
Lodge, and failing of other means by which they can cause their light to shine
before men, they couceive the idea that the By-Laws of their Lodge need tinker-
ing, and that they are just the men for the emergency. The consequence is, that
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although the By-Laws of many of the Lodges have been once sanctioned and ap-
proved by this Grand Lodge, yet many of them have been altered so often that
very little of the original By-Laws remain. The members of many of the Lodges
think that after the By-Laws of a Lodge have been approved by this Grand
Lodge, they have the right to alter and amend their By-Laws as often as they
please, and that they need not be submitted for approval.

The committee deen this to be a very serious mistake : they fully concur with
the decision in Moore’s Digest, p 54,that a Lodge may make its own By-Laws,
subject to the approval of the Grand Lodge ; but it cannot suspend them, nor any

part of them, nor can it rescind, repeal, abrogate or amend them, without the
consent of the Grand Lodge.”

ANCIENT BANNERS AND STANDARDS.®

Baxxsxas have been in use from the earliest ages, Zenophon gives us the Per-
sian Standarl as a golden eagle mounted on a pole or spear. The raven has
been regarded from very early uges as an emblem of God’s providence, no doubt
from the record in Holy Writ of its being employed to feed Elijah, the prophet,’
in his secluosion by the brook Cherith; and it was a well- known ensign of the
Danes at the time of their dominion in this country. In the year 742 a great
batile was fought at Burford in Oxfordshire, and the Golden Dragon, the standard
of Weasex was victorious over Ethelbald, the King of Mercia. The banners of
several of the Saxon Kings were held in great veneration, especially those of
Edmond the Martyr, and of Edward.the Confessor. The latter displayed as an
ensign a cross glory, between five martlets, gold, on a blue field, and which
may still be seen on a very ancient shield in the south aisle of Westminster Ab-
bey. When William the Norman set out to invade England, he had his own
ensign, the Two Lions of Normandy depicted on the sails of his ship, but on the
vessel in which he himself sailed, besides some choice relics he bad a banner
at the mast head, with a cross upon it, consecrated by the Pope to give sanctity
1o the expedition. Indeed it has been the practice in every age for the Pope to
give consecrated banners whenever he wished success to any enterprise ;
numerous instances of which might be cited in very recent times. And in our
own army down to the present day whenever any regiment receives new banners
(or colors, as the moderu term is,) the regiment is drawn out in parade, the colors
are then blessed by the prayers of the chaplains, and afterwards generally pre-
sented to the regiment by the fair hand of a lady of rank or distinction.

The ancient Egyptians used a great variety of standards, each regiment and
company bad its own peculiar banner or standard, which were consequently
very numerous and various in their devices, A beast, bird, or reptile, a sacred
boa, a royal name in a cartouche, or a symbolic combination of emblems, were
the most common forms. As they appear to have been objects of superstitious
veneration that were selected for this purpoee, they must have contributed greatly
to the enthusiasm so highly valued in battle ; and instances are common in all

*From the London Freemasons’ Magasine.
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history of desponding courage revived, and prodigies of valor performed on be-
half of those objects which were so identified with national and personal honor.

We have in the Ninevah sculptures some highly interesting specimens of the
ancient Assyrian standard, consisting principally of two varieties which may be
seen on inspecling these sculptures in the British Museum,

Ceesar has recorded a fine example of patriotism to the credit of one of his
own officers when he attempted to land his Roman forces on our shores, and
meeling with a warmer reception than they anticipated from the Britons, con-
siderable hesitation arose among his troops, but the standard bearer of the Teath
Legion, with the Roman eagle in his band, invoking the gods, plunged into the
waves, and called on his comrades to follow him, and do their duty to their
general and the republic ; and so the whole army made good their landing.

Allusions o standards, banners, and ensigns are frequent in the Holy Scriptures.
The four divisions in which the tribes of Isreal marched through the wilderness
had each its governing standard, and tradition has assigned to these ensigns the
respective forms of the symbolic cherubim, seen in the vision of Ezekiel and
John,—that of Judah being a lion ; that of Rueben a man; that of Ephraim an
ox ; and that of Dan an eagle. ’

The post of standard-bearer was at all times of the greatest importance, and
none but officers of approved valor were ever chosen for such a service ; hence,
Jehovah describing the ruin and discomfiture which he was about to bring on the
haughty King of Assyria, says—‘‘ And they shall be as when a standard-bearer
faiatieth.”

MASONRY IN MINNESOTA.

Tae ninth annoal meeting of the Grand Lodge of Minnesota, was held at St.
Paul, in October, 1860. In the rapid growth of the Order in that new State of
the northwest, it is a pleasure to find the prevalence of correct sentiment pre-
sented by the Grand Master, A. T. C. Pierson, in his annual address.

MISSION OF MASONRY.

I believe that Masonry has an earnest, practical mission ; that it means some-
thing ; that when it says, you shall not throw stones, it means just that, and
should be obeyed accordingly. That our symbols mean something ; that their
teachings are not an empty farce—of no use but to say to the world, see, our
teachings are Christian, come join us; that it reqnires its disciples to be honest
men, demanding honesty in contracts, sincerity in affirming, simplicity in bar-
gaining, and faithfulness in performing ; that it requires us religionsly to keep all
promises and covenants, though made to our disadvantage, and though afterward
we may find we might have done better. Nothing should make us break a pro-
mise unless it is unlawful or impossible. The ubligations of Masonry are not
fulfilled in contributing to the relief of Brethren in distress. The objects and
ends of Masonry are not accomplished in pecuniary relief; that can be done out-
side as well as inside of the Order. Something more, far stronger, is required.
Something to reconcile man to his kind ; kindly sympathy in all its varieties;
cordial and wide-spread benevolence. Where there is strife and hatred among
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Brethren, there is no Masonry, for Masonry is peace, brotherly love, and concord.
The true Mason thinks no evil of his brother and cherishes no designs against
him. As to censoriousness and calurny, most salutary and stringent is the curb
which Masonic principles, duly carried out, apply to our unbridied tongue.

SUDDEN DEA‘TH.

Wik find the following notice of the sudden death of the late Brother Rev. O.
J. Ferxarp, Grand Chaplain of the Grand Lodge of Maine, in the proceedings
of that body in May last. It is an elognent tribute to a worthy man and Maeon :

¢ Our Brother was in the city on Monday to attend this communication of the
Grand Lodge. He received news of the death of # friend and parishioner, and a
request to attend the funeral. Ever prompt in the discharge of his duties, he at
once set out to return home, where, alas! he never arrived alive. He had been in
ill health since two years, and bad become somewhat prosirated. This prostration
rapidly increased on his way home, and when he arrived at Rockland, he was in-
sensible. Warm and devoted friends and the most skiliful physicians did all that .
heman power could do to stay his departing spirit—but all in vain. The fiat of the
Supreme Grand Master had gone forth. Our Brother sank during the day, and at
eleven o'clock Tuesday night fell into that sleep that, in this world, knows no
waking. Buot though the summons came thus suddenly, we confidently trust it did
pot find him uaprepared. His work was done, and well done. Like a faithfal
Mason, he fell at his post, with his armor on. But though dead, he still lives. He
lives in his works; in his services to his fellow men; in the memories of his
Brethren ; and in the example he has left us of a true man and faithful Mason.
While we mourn that he should be spatched from us in the prime of his usefulness,
we have the joyous consolation, that our loss, irreparable as it is, is his infinite
gain. For ‘sustained and soothed by an unfaltering trust’ he approached his grave,
¢ like one who wraps the drapery of his couch about him, and lies down to pleasant
dreams.’ Bat his death concerns not him alone; it speaks to us, in tones that
cannot be misunderstood—* Be ye also ready.’

¢ ¢ Death, like an ever-flowing stream
Sweeps us away—our life ’s a dream—

Aa empty tale—a morning flower—
Cut down and withered in an hour.’”

ILLUSTRATIONS OF CORN, WINE, AND OIL.

May the seeds of the Corn scattered on this stone remind us of the seeds of
God’s Word sown plenteously in the- Lord, and for which the blood of martyrs
has been shed to nourish, that they may bring foith fruit of a hundred fold in our
hearts, and yield a plenteons harvest on that day when the Lord shall come t0
gather up the wheat into his garner.

We pour Wine on this stone. We anoint it with Oil as emblems of bliss and
consolation ; may they be regarded as types of the good things which the Most
Righ has reversed for those his true and faithful servants who, after the day of
trial and affliction here on earth, shall hereafter receive the cup of blessing, and
be anointed with the oil of gladness above their fellows.
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Masonic Presentation —The (riends of Br.
WitLiax Parxuan, Esq., will be gratifed
to learn that he was complimented on Christ-
mas Eve by bis Companions of the De Molay
Encampmeat of Kaights Templar of this
city, with the preseatation of a magsive rich
and elegant lea service of silver, It was
the individual gift of members of that body,
as a tuken of their personal respect and aflec-
tion for the recipicat, and of his valuable ser-
vices as their late Commander. The present-
ation speech %as made by Sir Kaight Bailey,
the present Commander, to which un appro-
priate reply was made by Sir Kuight Park
man. Speeches were alro made by Dr. Lew-
is, Rev. Mr. Alger, and others. The articles
were manufactured by the Messrs. Bigelow
Brothers & Kennard, and are worthy of the
high reputation of that house for elegant
workinanship.

DG There is a story circulating in the
papers that Garibaldi has been clected Grand
Muster of the Grand Lodge of lialy. Gari-
baldi is, we belivve, a Mason, but the Grand
Muster of Musons in lialy is the Chevalier
Negra, the present representative of lialy in
Paris.

U7"Jews were first introduced into Eng-
luud from Normandy, by William the Coa-
queror, at the close of the 10th century.

Gt appears by the Proceedings of the
Grand Lodge of New tHampshire, that there
are in that State seventyone Lodges, with an
aggregate number of 2,591 members. Dur-
ing the past year 278 have been initiated.

Republican Lodge, Greenfield —Officers for
the current year—David Lyon, M.; Gro. A.
Kimball, S. W.; Rev. S. R. Jones,J. W, ;
Heary C. Willard, S. D. ; E. J. Rice, J. D. ;
L. L. Lucey, Treas. ; E. P. Graves, Sec'y.

Germania Ladge, Boston.—Officers for the
current year :—Lucas Huberstroh, W. M ;
Adam Beanighof, S. W.; Charles Hess, J.
W.; Fred. Sicbert, Treas.; Geo. J. Walther,
tec., Nu. 1 Boylston street.

Aberdour Lodge.—This new and promising
Lodge, which has been woiking the past year
in this city under Dispensalion, wes duly
constituted, and its officers were installed on
the 30th ult. under a Charler granted at the
late meeting of the Grand Lodge. The
ceremonies were performed by the Grand
Master, assisted by his officers, in the presence
of the members of the new Lodge and their
initiates, At the conclusion of these the
Brethren in attendance were invited to the
banqueting hall, where a pleasant hour was
passed.

The officers installed are as fallows :—

P. Adams Ames, Master ; John Stetson, S.
W.; Thomas J. Lee, J. W ; Joseph J. Whi-
ting, Tres. ; Benj. F. Stevens, Sec. ; H. Weld
Fuller, M.5 Chas. J. Danforth, 8. D. ; Cbas.
H. Allen, J. D.; Henry F. Spencer, 8. S.;
David M. Hodgdon, J. S.; Albert J. Whiting,
LS

The Lodge is composed of young men of
high intelligence and good social position, and
it can hanlly fuil to take & prominent place
umong the best Lodges in the jurisdiction.

Hislory of the Rebellion.—The first volume
of this valuable comprehensive history of the
Rebellion is now completed, and is for sale by
the publisher, F. Gerbard, 81 Nasesa street,
New York, and probubly by the booksellers
generally, at $2, neatly bound in cambric.
The author is Oav:Lre J. Vicros, Esq., sod
the work is one of great interest and value
as well for present use as future reference.

Old Colony Lcdge, Hingham.—Oflicers
for the current year:—Edwin Wilder, 24, W,
M.; Luther Stevenson, Jr., S. W.; Alfred
L. Rouell, J. W.; Royal Whiton, Tress. ;
Ches. N. Marsh, Sec'y. ; E. Waters Barr, 8.
D.; Henry Fearing, J. D.; A. B. Bates, 8.
S.; H. Stephenson, J. S,

Anger is not ouly a moral, but a personal
deformity. 1t distorts the features as it agi-
tates the mind. Bewarv, kst your attached
friends see you in this odious disguise.—Dr.,
Olsver,
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LODGES IN THE ARMY.

WE referred in a recent article to the great increase which had re-
cently taken place in the Masonic Lodges of the Army, and the subject is
so important and intreresting that we feel impelled to return to it. We
have not at hand all the statistics necessary to enable us to state the ex-
act number of ArMy LopGes instituted by each State, or the number of
Masonic Brethren who are at present serving in the United States army ;
but after examining the subject as carefully as in our power, we do not
think we are far from the truth, when we estimate the number of the lat-
ter to be not less than ten thousand. This estimate has reference to our
own army, only, and it is probable that there is at least an equal number
of Masons in the Southern army. This remark might at first sight ap-
pear to reflect injuriously upon the principles of Masoury, and to be in
direct contradiction to those claims which we have often put forward in
its bebalf, as being, in its fundamental and essential principles, a staunch
upholder of loyalty and obedience to the constituted authorities. Such an
idea as this, however, would be quite erroneous, for it would overlook
altogether the important fact, that as we now know, on unqustionable evi-
dence, that serving in the army of the South is, to a large extent, not
a matter of choice, but of stern and real necessity. No conscription, such
as we read of in the wars of the Old Napoleonic Empire, could be more
cruel and tyrannical than the system by which the Southern Leaders
bave filled the ranks of their regiments. No choice is left to the unhappy
conscripts there, beyond the alternative of utter ruin, expulsion and beg-
gary—not to speak of the endurance of personal ill-treatment—and the
joinihg the ranks of the rebels. We are not referring to this matter in a

13
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political point of view, but simply with the design of showing the actual
position—and a very unhappy one it is—held by a large number of our
Brethren in the South. We have good reason to believe that a very
large proportion of the Masons now in arms against the Union, have been
coerced in the way we have shown, and that at heart not only they, but a
large number of their rebel companions in arms, are loyal to the Constitu-
tion, and will gladly avail themselves of the opportunities likely soon to
be afforded by the progress of the Union armies, to escape from their
anomalous and painful position.

Looking at the matter in this light, which we believe to be the true and
just one, any hesitation that we might feel as to regarding the Masons in
the Southern army as Brethren, will be done away with. Indeed the
very circumstances which have forced them into so unhappy a situation,
will in themselves form an addtional incentive to fraternal sympathy on
our part. To come then to the practical bearing of the subject under
consideration. There can no longer be any doubt that the Civil War in
which we are engaged, has now reached a point when fierce and frequent
struggles are likely to occur almost every day, and in every direction.
The contemplation of such scenes is enough to wring the heart even of
the strongest and the sternest. The patriot cannot, and will not, hesitate,
nor allow any feelings, however generous and noble in themselves, to
make him swerve from the path duty. His country must and will be his
first consideration, and his motto that of Hector in the lliad :—

* The one best omen is our country’s cause ! ”

But exactly in proportion to this faithful obedience to the call of Duty
and Patriotism, will be the grief, the anguish of heart, with which he sees
himself compelled to march along a war-path flooded with the blood of
Brethren. War in any phase and form, is a terrible calamity, one of the
direst curses cast upon our unhappy world by the Fall of our first parents,
and though the brave man will not shrink from it when Duty calls him to
the field, none but the unreflecting, the foolish or the wicked, will ever
regard it in any other light. But when war has to be waged, not against
foreign foes, not to repel the invader from our shores, or to maintain the
honor of our flag and the rights of our country, against the insults and the
inroads of the stranger, but against Brethren and fellow-countrymen,
banded together in a mad and unholy league against the laws and Con-
stitution of their Fatherland, the name of War assumes a terribly aug-
mented significance and horror! Itis in truth a war of Brethren, on a
larger scale ; and what scene in the whole history of the Bible thrills our
hearts more painfully and powerfully than that first unholy type of all
after Civil War, the murder of Abel by his Brother Cain? The very
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name of Civil War is as a dread magician’s spell, that calls up before the
view of mourning memnory, some of the most painful and distressing pic-
tures in the whole panorama of history ; for whatever be the cause—
whether it be that the nearness of relationship gives intensity to the an-
imosity of the combatants, certain it is that no wars in the annals of the
world have been so sanguinary and so remorseless as those of kinsmen
and countrymen against each other. To no other kind of War does By-
ron's powerful pictorial sketch so entirely and so graphically apply :—
* What boots the oft-repeated tale of strife :

The feast of vultures and the waste of life ?

The varying fortunes of each separate field,

The fierce that vanguish and the faint that yield ?

The smoking ruin and the crumbled wall §

In this the stuggle was the same with all !

Save that distempered passions lent their force

In bitterness that banished all remorse.

None sued, for Mercy knew her cry was vain.

The captive died upon the battle-plain :
- * - - * *

It was too late to check the wasting brand.

Aud desolation reaped the famished land :

The torch was lighted and the flame was spread,
And Carnage smiled upon ber daily dead.”

Some of these lines, alas! apply with only too great truth and force to
the present and approaching state of our country, lately so prosperous,
peaceful and happy, and now distressed and distracted by the miseries and
the horrors of intestine strife! Rather, however, would we endeavor to
apply, even in some very small and partial degree, a remedy to these
miseries, than indulge unduly in an unavailing mourning over them. And
such a remedy, or perhaps we should rather say alleviation, may, we
confidently believe, be found in our Institution, as now developing itself
in the Lopges of the Army. These Lodges will tend greatly to foster, de-
velop and extend the Masonic spirit, and to give it a more prompt and
practical action, than it would otherwise be likely to acquire. Civil War,
as we have said, is wont, as it advances, to excite the fury of human pas-
sions beyond all other strifes, and, paradoxical as it may seem, none are
oo forgetful of all brotherly love, as brothers once ranged in batile against
brothers. Here then is plainly and pointedly the sphere for the noblest
and most natural action of Masonry. Brotherly Love, Charity, Benevo-
lence, are the foundation-principles of our ORDER, and the man who is
wanting in these is unworthy of the name of Mason. In proportion then,
as the alienating and embittering influences of civil strife are widening the
breach between the already too far divided sections of our country, and
destroying the golden bond of Brotherly affection, that once united us so
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happily together, be it the glorious part af our BroTEERHOOD t0 watch
and wait, with steady patience and unremitting vigilance, for every oppor-
tunity that may offer, of restoring and regaining the lost links of that
beautiful and bleesed chain! Such opportunities will not be rare or slow
in their occurrence. Not a few have already been afforded, and we re-
joice to say, have not been neglected. Here is one out of several inci-
dents which have come to our knowledge :—We copy the account from a
contemporary of recent date—‘ An officer of the Massachusetts First,
being recently taken seriously ill at Little Marlboro, a prominent Seces-
sionist of that place caused him to be removed to his house, where he was
treated with the utmost care, attention and kindness. Freemasonry was
the secret of this act, and it is gralifying to find that fraternal obliga-
tions are not forgotien among the bitter hostilities war engenders.”®

It is, indeed, most * gratifying” to every humane, to every Masonic
heart, to learn that such is the case, and fervently do we pray that this
spirit, fostered and promoted by the Brethren of our Order in the Army,
may diffuse itself widely amongst their companions in arms at large, so as
to lighten and relieve this unhappy strife of some, at least, of its miseries
and horrors. Our sentiments are too well known, and have been too
plainly and decisively expressed, for us to fear the incurring of any im-
putation, in consequence of these remarks, upon our loyalty and patriot-
ism. While on the one hand, we are too conscious of our duty in con-
ducting a Masonic journal, to allow it to become an organ of political con-
troversy, on the other, we have never hesitated, and will never hesitate, to
insist upon the principle, that, loyalty to the Constitution and Flag of our
country, is an essential part of our duty as Masons. This is, in fact,the
true * higher law,” which overrides and overrules every other ; and we

#*Since wriling the above we have met with the following in the Kennebec Courier:—

Brothers sn. War. One of the pl occur ted with the war, which is
worthy of being told, is an effort of fraternal regard on the part of some of the Masonic
Bretliren in the South  Some of the members of the craft in one of the Southern cities,
visited the Northern prisoners of war confined in the jail. 1t was done under the lead and
direction of the Grand Master of the State. The names of all who belonged to the Order were
taken, and a few days subsequently a suit of clothes was provided for each of the Brethren.
Steps were taken to have good and proper food furnished to the well, and appropriate nour-
ishment and medical atiendance to such as were sick or suffering from wounds. Fifteen of
the prisoners thus cared for were from the New York jurisdiction, and others from various
parts of the North and West.

Certainly an institution which bas such an efiect to calm down the pessions and do an act
of kinduess to those held io be enemies, has something in it intrinsically gcod. While all
moral institutions, and the church even, have been sundered by the p civil coeflict,
thunk Heaven there is one noble baud of Brothers coming down to us from the light and
virtue of past ages, which brings enemies in war to the fraternal embrace of Brothers in
¢ Faith, Hope and Charity.”’ Such conduct admonishes us to have faith in God, Aope in
immortality. and chari’y to all mankind.
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beartily adopt and endorse the sentiments enunciated more than two thou-
sand years ago, at Athens, by the patriot-poet Sophocles :—
“ As to myself, it is and was of old,
My fixed belief, that he is vile indeed,
Who, in the general State his guidance claims,
Dares not adhere to wisest policy,
But keeps his tongue locked up for fear of somewhat,
Him, too, I reckon nowhere, who esteems
A private friend more than his Fatherland.
Nor would I count among my friends
My country’s enemy : for, well I know,
She is the bark that brings us safe to port :
8ailing in her, unswayed by side-long gales,
We make the only friends we ought to make.”

It is, however, by no means inconsistent with these principles, that we
should desire to foster and cherish feelings of brotherly love and sympa-
thy between the members of our Order. Would that our influence could
extend and exercise some healing power even beyond the limits of the
Brotherhood, and assist in recalling into the circle of family affection all
those who have so madly been induced, first to desert, and then attempt
to destroy it. With a large number of our Brethren, we believe that our
words may have some weight, and we would earnestly and affectionately
impress upon them the duty and importance of cultivating in the Army
Lodges, that practical spirit of Brotherly Love, which shall lighten the
labors and the hardships of the soldier’s life, to themselves and their com-
rads, and which shall relieve Civil War of some of its direst horrors. Do
your duty (we would say to them)to your CounTRY, and also do your
duty to your BeeTrREN. Be manly in the fight, be merciful as Masons
in the hour of victory.

ESSEX LODGE—SALEM.

Tha1s is one of the oldest, as it is one of the best, Lodges in the juris-
diction of Massachusetts. It was originally chartered in 1779, having
for its first Master Brother Robert Foster, who is distinguished in the local
revolutionary history of the town from his connection with the affair at
Essex Bridge. He was one of those hardy mechanics of New England
to whom the success which followed the battle at Bunker’s Hill is so
largely attributable. The Lodge prospered for the first four or five years
of its existence, but being composed mostly of mariners, including {many
masters of vessels, who were necessarily much absent from home, its
meetings about 1785 were thinly attended, so much so, indeed, that in the
Spring of that year it was decided to suspend them during the summer
months, with the intention of resuming them in the Fall. This intention,
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however, was not carried into effect and the Lodge went into abeyance.
It continued in this condition until 1791, when some of the former mem-
bers assembled together, at the request of one of their number, to con-
sider the expediency of re-organizing it. It was at this meeting deter-
mined not to ask the Grand Locdge for the return of the Charter, which
seems to have been surrendered, but to petition that body for a new one.
This was done and the present Charter was granted, the M. W. Moses
Michael Hayes being Grand Master. The Master of the Lodge at this
time was Brother Joseph Hiller, who was, or had been, a Major in the
army of the United States,and among the petitioners were Benj. Crownin-
shield, master mariner, and the ancestor of a family tkat has since at-
tained to distinction in the local history of the town, as well as in the
more general history of the State and Nation ; and Elias Hasket Derby,
also a master mariner, whose descendants have honored his memory by
their mercantile enterprise and public spirit. Thelearned and distinguish-
ed divine, Rev. William Bentley, D. D., was likewise one of the petitioners,
and Junior Warden of the Lodge. With such a combination of talent
and energy the Lodge soon attained to eminence among its sister Lodges,
and continued to prosper in its labors until about the year 1832 (we write
wholly from memory) when it fell before the terrible storm of antimasonry
and surrendered its Charter. It lay dormant until 1845, when nine of the
former members petitioned and obtained of the Grand Lodge a restora-
tion of its Charter. The Lodge was re-organized, with W. Brother Jesse
Smith for its Master ; S. B. Buttrick, S. W.; and Putnam I. Farnam, J.
W.; and from that time to the present it has continued an uninterrupted
course of prosperity, and now bears on its roll of members the names of
one hundred and fiftyeight (1568) Brethren, including a full share of the
aged and the young, the active and intelligent, men of the city. The
Lodge may justly feel proud of its historical past and its present condi-
tion. -

The installation of its officers for the preseat year took place on the
14th January, in the presence of about eighty Brethren, most of whom
were members of the Lodge, and the nuinber would doubiless have been
much larger but for the severity of the weather. We were gratified, not-
withstanding, with the presence of a large number of the older members,
among whom we were particularly pleased to meet the first Master of the
Lodge after its revival in 1845, Brother Jesso Smith, than whom no truer
or more faithful Mason is to be found on the roll of Masonry in Massa-
chusetts. Long may he be permitted to cnjoy in the society of his
Brethren the rich fruit of his early labors. The ceremony of installation
was performed by the Grand Master ; at the conclusion of whith he ad-
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dressed the Lodge in a forcible and interesting manner. After the Lodge
was closed the Brethren partook of an excellent collation together, and
separated at an early hour, all feeling that they had passed an agreeable
and profitable evening. The following are the officers for the year :—

George H. Peirson, W. M. ; Henry A. Brown, 8. W. ; Israel S. Lee, J. W.
Charles Harrington, Treas. ; Jonathan Perley, Jr., Sec Joseph E. Glover, S.
D.; Dana Z. mlli'l, J. D.’ Herben T. Conant, M.; John i Page, S. S.;
Richard Briggs, J. S. Edward Rea, Tyler.

PYTHAGORAS.

Rrrran, in his History of Ancient Philosophy (i. 327), describes the ethics of
Pythagoras as being of the most lofty, refined, and spiritual organization. And
Aristotle has himself asserted that the Pythagoreans were the first who resolved
anything in moral philosophy. With them we are told virtue was a social com-
bination that should as much as possible represent the unity and harmony of the
saper-celestial deity. The duty of man was to master his passions, that the
mind might purify the heart ; and thus by the purification of the body, the offer-
ing of sacrifice and adoration of the gods, ho should in reality be the type of
cleanliness, humility, and sincerity.

Besides the doctrine of transmigration of souls, the systemn of Pythagoras em-
braced a very pure system of religious and political morality. He thought a
perfect state of society depended on sound religion and philosophy as much as
on the principles of politics, but that therein action as well as perception was as
requisite for the subject as for the government ; that, as it were, on the scale or
balance of the universal plan—strength, beauty, and agreement—they might be
organized into conformity, and sustained by regulating laws. In the science of
numbers Pythagoras imagined he could discover the equipollent principle and
special arrangement of all organization in the Morag or unity of God as the soul
of the Universe; by which distribotion of the original unit was formed the
development of the entire creation.

By the gradual dissemination of his more enlightened opinions, Pythagoras
became a beneficent legislator and time-honored reformer of his country. Much
has been recorded concerning the priestly dignity, the majestic appearance, the
persuasive and commanding eloquence of this philosopher, whose mode of living
was very devotional and abstemious. Pythagoras believed and asserted that he
could remember the different bodily existences in which he had lived in the
world before he became the son of Munesarchus. Thus he declared that his soul
had animated the body of Euphorbus Panthoides, the Trojan, slain by Menelaus
at the siege of Troy, through the transmigration of whose soul he himself was
re-born.  On this account he considered that the consciousness of the past was
still present in us, and therefore most earnestly exhorted his disciples not only to
improve to the utmust their own course of life, but to extend the example by
carefally attending to the education of their children.

As with Freemasons, divers opinions are strung together, like the jewels of
carcanet, to display their contrast in the estimation of their intrinsic value; sq
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with the Pythagoreans, the subjects of controversy, however at variance, were to
be discussed with hearty candor and calm attentives, which in no way should
give rise to any personal enmity, however warm the challenge. The pure
doctrine of Pythagoras as regarding the metempsychosis was, as the word itself
implies, the re-embodiment of the soul after the demise of the flesh by its passing
from one body into another. That is, supposing a person at his death was bratally
ignorant, his soul would remain totally ignorant ; or, had he died wisely meroi-
ful, his soul would remain wisely merciful. In this case of its probation, it was
eventually raised amongst the gods ; whereas, in the other respect, it sank to or
stagnated in its own level. There was no assigned period for the soul’s as-
sumption of its human birth, but the event was considered to take place in the
natural manner of the conception, in which it worked out for itself the formation
- of the embryo. In course of time the philosophers who accepted this idea of the
Crotonian sage, adhered to the ancient belief of a sort of purgatorial chastening
for the evil deede done in the flesh; and at length the Pythagoreans taught that
there were higher orders of beings than mankind, whose souls were compelled
to enter into human bodies as a punishment for their delinquencies, such souls
being emanations from the Supreme Being ; a doctrine, be it observed, distinctly
adverse to that of the Talmud, which asserts that the soul was forced to take up
its homanity as a consequence of its welfare, donbtless resting on the promise
of a saviour—whilst with the Pythagoreans humau life itself was seriously
viewed as a penal bondage, more or less severe, in accordance with the soul’s
previous guilt. Nor did this servitude terminate unredeemed here, excepting in
the working out of its freedom, by a well-spent life. As regarded by some it
descended into brutes; it was lowered into insects; and even degraded into
plants—whence, from its apportioned penalty, it might aspire to re-ascend in the
scale of creation from the mere vegetable to the human being, and in this latter
stage even aspire to the perfection of a deity.

It has been said that this description of the soul’s chaslisement was always re-
cognized by the Pythagoreans as temporary, or having a termination, aud that
consequentil$ there were final limitations to its purgatorial trausits. Yet still, al-
though Pindar may have represented this sort of tranemigration of the soul as a
condemnation at least thrice required before its positive discharge from its mortal
prisonhouse, and its entrance into the celestial dominions of the blessed, this
doctrine is so opposed 1o logical reason, and adverse to knowledge, that it must
be considered as belonging more to the conceits of Ovid's metamorphosis. In
evidence of this, we have certain holy authority in the account of the casiing
out of devils, as given by St. Mark in the fifth chapter of his Gospel, which will
show these spirits as doomed to the exorcism of the Holy Spirit, and at the same
time having the sense and power to extricate themselves from transmigration and
embodiment :—

* And he answered, saying my name is Legion, for we are many. And all the
devils besought Him, saying, send us into the swine, that we may enter into them.
And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And the unclean spirits went out, and en-
tered into the swine; and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the sea
(they were about two thousand) ; and were choked in the sea.”
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THE CIRCULAR OF THE TENNESSEE AND
KENTUCKY BRETHREN.

Dxar Bro. Moork,—We are to view the purport of this letter of invitation
as Masons, not as politicians. If there is one virtue cherished by Masons with
more care and solicitude than another, it is that of charity. It is ready, without
yielding to popular clamor, to attribute an honesty of purpose to others, though
they may chance to differ in opinion or intent. I have admired and been edified
by your moet excellent articles, which have appeared in the Magazine, npon the
subject of our present political difficulties and our duties therein as Masons.
You have with perspicuity shown, that although Masonry may not with impunity
take part in the politics of a country, it is nevertheless capable of the most re-
fined conceptions of benevolence and fraternal love, and can, within these infl u-
ences, successfully embrace friends, strangers and enemies, and that it cannot be"
esed by partizans or fanatics, nor to encourage puritanic excesses.

The portentous clouds of evil which now darken the horizon of our national
identity, natarally bring into lively exercise those impulses of the soul, which
make us cling more tenaciously to our homes, aronnd which cluster the rich
fruits of social and domestic happiness. Memory, at such a time, quickens and
recalls to mind every familiar city, town and hamlet—every tree, bush, field and
rivalet which beautify and enrich our native land. These feelings lose nothing
by being viewed from a distance ; they seem rather to gather freshness, and
their affinities strengthen as time carries us onward to the grave; they are, if
possible, intensified should an invading foe threaten our soil. These emotions
are not only the ebullitions of the heart of one fondly attached to his cot domicile,
but partakes of a more enlarged and comprehensive significance while realizing
the grandeor and importance of this as our country, upon which is securely
planted the fruitfo] tree of liberty. Masonry sympathizes in these sentiments,
and yet is not impeded thereby in its beneficent offices. In its award of justice,
it impartially penetrates the misty labyrinths of prejudice and fanaticism, re-
moving the political manacles which would embarrass its benevolent mission,
and, in its answering rectitude, places upon the honored brow of the right parly
its unfading garland of truth. Believing in the power and efficacy of its prin-
ciples to assuage bitterness of feeling and personal animosities, and to dispel
from the heart hatred and revenge, I think we may, without imposition, invoke
the aid of these virtues whenever there are difficulties to settle or roble ends to
accomplish, be the object ever so remote.

These reflections have been induced upon perusing an elaborate reply—pub-
lished in the Jast month’s Magazine—to the circular letter of our Kentucky and
Tennessee Brethren, inviting their compeers, in office and position, to meet them
in council, to ascertain whether the nioral and benign influence of Freemasonry
might not safely be exerted, to allay the angry epirit which seems to enter into
this fearful fratricidal strife that is now destroying ounr country, and, through the
same beneficent means, stop the unnatural flow of fraternal blood. This circular
seems to have been dictated by Brethren weeping over their bleeding country,
and by motives of the purest philanthropy. It shadows forth in beautiful colors
the principles of benevolence and universal love, and appeals to the better feel-
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ings of our nature to exert themselves in behalf of peace, and in reinstating a
fraternity of feeling throughout our land and country. It is true the design of
these Brethren has so far proved abortive, but the good effect of their efforts, in
80 laudable an undentaking, will not die with the present generation.

There is no doubt that this circular was sent out in good faith; that the
Brethren who put it forth are gentlemen of intellect and education, and are per-
fectly familiar with the principles, usages and regulations of the Iunetitution ; that
they know how far Masonry may be used with impunity in so grave and momentous
an undertaking ; that they had deliberated upon the potency of Freemasonry for
the accomplishment of the enterprise ; that they had already auticipated every
objection ; that they are as solicitous for the welfare of Masonry as any Mason
can be, and feel themselves as responsible for its faithful keeping. It was not
“their purpose or expectation that the present political attitude of our Southern
Brethren should be assailed, or disparaging personal epithets indulged in. Should
thie call for a friendly family conference have met the spirit at the South that has
characterized its reception at the North, Masonry has received a check which, in
course of time, must dampen the ardor of the zealous,and quench. entirely the
dim fires of the more indifferent. Should the present civil conflict terminate in
the division of our country, that circumstance alone ought not, nor will it, sever
the ties that bind us together as Masons, Let us then guard the citadel of our
Institution, that the angry spirit of the war may not enter its sacred precincts, or
the time will come when the recoil of unguarded eentiments against those
Brethren may find no reparation in regretful acknowledgments.

The reply seems to misconceive the character of the meeting proposed. I in-
fer that it was not expected by the movers that the convention would possess any
coersive altributes to make its action bindiog upon the Craft. No instituted Ma-
sonic body was to be represented there, nor any officer in his official capacity.
The efficiency and controlling power was supposed to lie in the moral force
which attaches to intelligence, virtue and eminence, and it asuccess to the utility
and feasibility of the plan projected. In this view of the case, present and Past
Grand Masters were iovited to participate in the deliberations of the meeting
upon an equal footing, and not upon the relative position they might severally
hold to their respective Grand Lodges. Grand Masters, as such, were not in-
vited, nor were they expected to appoint delegates—nor was the sanction of the
Grand Lodges asked.

Until reading this reply, I had supposed that Masonry per se held no political
relationship to any power whatever, not even to ‘‘ England, Sweden, Prussia, or
France.” I was aware that royal personages were either at the head of the
Order in some countries, or held some prominent position in it, but that they held
the office purely as Masons, without any political reference whatever, as it
would be a positive violation of the fundamental principlee of Freemasonry, to ss-
sociate it with any political measure, or to place it under any civil or political
control. I do not know that the writers of the circular will agree with the reply,
that ¢ Masonry bad a law defining cerlain duties of its members towards civil
governments anterior to the organization of the existing governnents ;”’ but they
will doubtless acceed to the truth, that a Mason is enjoined by the Landmarks of
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the Order * to be a peaceable subject, never to be concerned in plote against the
State, nor disrespectful to inferior magistrates.” In connection with this subject,
they aleo find the following injunction in the Landmarks:—¢ But though a
Brother is not to be countenanced in his rebellion againet the State, yet, if con-
vided of no other arime, his relation to the Lodge remains indefeasible.”

Aand this opens the delicate question now at issue between the North and the
South, the discussion of which is inadmissible at thia time. As some of our distin-
guished Brethren of the sunny clime are conspicuous in this Southern movement,
and their names prominently introduced ia the reply, 1 deem it but due to Ma-
sonry that its principles of charity should not, in this matter, be circumscribed
nor disregarded, and therefore seek for the gronnds upon which we may safely
extend over those Brethren and their coadjutors its ample folds. The motives,
purposes and neceesities for their present political antagonism, should afford the
basis of our investigation. The Northern and Southern Brethren view the
present sitnation of the South through different mediums, both influenced more
or less by preconceived ideas of State policy and their own peculiar education.
Our Southern Brethren are identified with, and are fully committed to, the
doctrines held by their own people, who have always maintained and insisted
opon the principle of *independent State sovereignity.” Hence they do not
soquieece in the logic of the reply, * that the United States, as forming one peo-
ple, one nation, and is a State.”” If I understand their arguments, they un-
equivocally deny the premises. They hold that the Federal Consthtution does
not create a consolidated government, with adhesive powers and atiributes indis-
pensably neceseary to ils existence and perpetuity, such as are found in King-
doms, Empires and States, and that it never was intended that it should be
a government of that character. They insist that the internal regulations of the
several States and their independent relative position to each other, warrant this
sssumption. In farther evidence of this, they say the Pederal Government has
0o Jaws which can be carried into a State to protect persons or property, or en-
sure 1o citizens their individual rights and privileges. They look upon the union
of the States as a confederacy, a conirac between certain States, a Federal com-
padt to be dissolved by either party upon the violation of either of its stipulations,
according to the terms therein agreed upon, if possible, or by violence, if

These are the honest convictions, sentiments and feelings of our Southern
Brethren, and they believe, also, in the right of a people to revolation. Under
these circumestances, then, why revile them and call them * conspirators,” and
why stigmatize their acts as “ diabolical 2 Call it an ‘ hallucination,” a mis-
mke, a destructive error, or a poeitive wrong, if you please, but as their motives
are pure and their purposes avowedly beneficent, let us still treat them as Ma-
sons. We are bound to do so by all the ties and sympathies which unite us asa
bretherhood, and to regard in charity their conception of right and oppression.
The bonds of the mystic tie forbid harsh and unmasonic epithets, Such a
course will never secure and retain friendship or win over an enemy. It cannot
socomplish a reformation where a fanlt exists, neither can we by those means
felfill the benign purposes of Freemasonry.

Yours in fraternal love, —
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MAJOR GENERAL BUTLER.

IN the December number (page 44)of this Magazine, we gave the particvlars
of the recovery and preservation by Brother Major General ButLEx, of the Jew-
els and Regalia of the Lodge and Chapter at Hampton, Va., which had been
seized upon by the soldiers in the assault upon that place,and which they were
parading about the streets as trophies of their lawless depredations. The Gener-
al cansed them all to be collected, numbered and carefully stored at Fortress
Monroe, where they remain waiting the retarn of peace, and the proper time for
their restoration to their rightful owaers. On this incident a talented Brother bas
handed us the following neat Poem, addressed

TO MAJOR GENERAL BUTLER.

Aye, cherish them faithfully, guard them from harm,
Those symbols of peace, midst the war’s dread alarm ;
They are worthy thy care, although found in a land
Now desolate made by treason’s foul hand.

Midst the tumult you sought them, where fierce raged the fight,
And saved from destruction those emblems of light ;

You sought them where flames in their wild fury sped,

And the demon of ruin his dark wings o’erspread.

Oh would that their teachings might stay the sad fate
TMat hangs o’er our country—that the feelings of hate
Might be softened to love by their influence sweet,
And those who now battle, as friends again meet.

Yes, guard them with care, their record is bright—

Watch o'er and protect through our nation’s dark night;

And when Reason again in our land finds a home,

There 'll be those who will bless thee, the deed thou hast done.

STROLLS AMONG THE WORKMEN.
NO. 8.

Dear Brother Moore—I left off last month in the midet of a few thoughts con-
cerning the fallibility of Grand Lodges, in which I took the ground that they are
as liable to err as any other body of men, and that we cannot reasonably claim from
them more than human nature, with all its imperfections, will allow. I presume
there is no intelligent Mason but will agree with me in this sentiment. One of
the religious denominations in this country has a body at its head denominated
“ The House of Bishops ;” it is composed of men possessing a high order of in-'
tellect, and chosen because of their talents, virtues, and purity of heart and life,
to whose decisions the members of that church render a most ready obedience,
and yet the body per se, with all its talent and religion, may commit errors ob-
vious to the perception of its most prejudiced adherents.

Although Grand Lodges, in the main, are composed of men of pure hearts and
a ‘“right understanding,” they may not, in every particular, accomplish what is
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expected of them, nor in their acts succeed in reaching Masonic perfection or
reflect its glory, nor does it take from our Masonic loyalty to differ from them,
should they fail in so doing. Their transactions are open to criticism, and their
foibles and failures may be picked out and exposed with the same freedom that
we exercise in extolling their commendable acts. I cannot account for the
ballucination which appears to envelope and lead captive some of our wise and
kind-bearted Brethren in their estimation of Grand Lodges. They accord to
these bodies the character and attributes belonging to a sovereign and exalt them
to a point beyond accountability.

It is our duty, however, as Masons to do homage to our Grand Master, and
submit, as loyal subjects, to the decisions of our Grand Lodge; hence the
pecessity of sending as our representatives to that body men who will reflect
honor, dignity and credit upon the fraternity, and not drive us into errors and ab-
surdities by their indiscreet or hasty action. So long as the present system of
representation is adhered to, we should select Brethren for the first three offices
in the Lodge principally with an eye to their membership in that body. The
incumbent of either of these offices should not only be well versed «in the ritual
of the Order, but also possess a respectable social position and a fair share of
intelligence. Then there would be less hazard in referring to our Grand Lodge
as a soorce of wisdom and moral power, and too with mingled pride and
pleasure, We might then look up to it, confidently, for sound, judicious and
constitutional decisions, which could not fail to carry with them inflaence and
strength, and not bear the feebleness of an emaciated and soulless trunk, with
naught but might to give it force. The occurrences which transpired in the
Grand Lodge of England about four years ago, and which, in other instances,
bave sciled the escutcheon of Grand Lodges nearer home, clearly establish
the positiou here assumed, that to err is human, and that a Grand Lodge, though
an exalted body, is not exempt from the weaknesses flesh fell heir to, in conse-
quence of the introduction of sin into the world by our progenitors.

To command due deference, as well as submission ; to ensure honor and proper
respect ; to poesess the confidence and hearty co-operation of the Craft under its
control ; to merit the reverence due to it by its own members, a Grand Lodge
should act with dignity and circumspection; it should never override its own
regulations, or violate the Constitutions of the Order; it should uphold virtue
and discountenance vice and immorality ; it should dispense justice and stimulate
merit. These are some of the requisites and duties devolving upon Grand
Lodges, and we do not expect too much when we look for wisdom in its deci-
sions, and rectitude, as a principle, in what it requires and demands of others.

Bot, under all circomstances, its laws, resolutions and edicts are to be obeyed,
and we are to rubmit to them, as good Masons should do, however inconsistent
they may be with the rules of justice. It is trne an unconstitutional act carries
with it no moral weight, and will only be submitted to, because, for the time be-
ing, it may be enforced. There is no judicjal tribunal to which an appeal can
be taken, or indeed any power that can set aside its decisions, except that found
in the prerogatives of the Grand Master,—consequently there is no remedy which
can be resorted to, or any means afforded to assuage the irritated feelings pro-
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duced by such a wrong upon individuals or Lodges; they must pessively
acquiesce in its decisions, be they what they may. Such requisitions will be
complied with, not because they are right, but because there exista a power in
the body to coerce their fulfillment. They cannot, however, make men forswear
themselves. An unconstitutional act of a Grand Lodge may be set aside by the
Grand Master; but there is not much probability of his doing so if he was
presiding over the body at the time it was adopted.

To set forth the embarrassments under which the fraternity may suffer when
there is a disregard of constitutional provisions, I need only allude to a case
which occurred some three or four years ago in a Grand Chapter in one of our
States. Its regulations provide the way in which an alteration in its Constita-
tions can be made. Of course there is no other lawful way. But this provision
was set aside and the Constitution altered in violation of the law upon the sub-
ject. ‘The rule declares that * no article of the Constitution shall be altered or
amended, except the proposition be made at an annual convocation, and receive
an affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members at the next annual convoca-
tion.” Instead of conforming to this rule, the alteration was made at the same
session in which it was proposed. To be sure this body can appeal to the
General Grand Chapter, and it differs from a Grand Lodge in this particular, but
the Companions in that jurisdiction have no means for immediate relief. They
must sebmit and suffer the difficulties and embarrassments which necessarily
follow such a course of procedure.

However humiliating it may be to succumb to power when might is its only
virtue, it is nevertheless our duty to do so. We must submit to the powers that
be—there is no alternative. But in an institution such as ours, it is reasonable
to expect of its legislature prudent and calm deliberations before making any
rules or establishing precedents affecting the general interests of the Craft, If
this were the case, they would rarely, if ever, have canee to lament departed
virtne and dignity. As it is, long speeches and useless debates occupy the early
part of their sessions, and hasty resolutions are driven through at its close. It is
true that this is not peculiar to the Masonic association; it is common to all
public deliberative bodies in this country. It would be a source of gratulation if
ours made the exception.

In view of these things, how exceedingly careful ought the Craft to be in
selecting the first three officers of a Lodge. These are our representatives and
compose the body which is to give reputation and consequence to the Order. It
is true, with some few exceptions, that Past Masters are members also, but they
seldom attend in great numbers ; it would be better if they did so, as age and
experience are more of a desideratum in a Masonic body than many other con-
siderations. Many of our customs, being unwritten, must be transmitted orally,
consequently the older the Masons are who are active in the Order, the more
safely and perfectly we can trace the authenticity of our peculiarities.

We need old, experienced and dignified men in the legislative department of
Freemasonry. As it now is, difficulties are more likely to arise and errors of
geoeral interest Lo be committed and fastened upon us. It was doubtless the ob-
ject of our Georgia Brethren to secure a legislative body of a high, morsal and
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intellectaal standard that induced them to exclude Wardens from membership.
This is a new feature in the organization of Grand Lodges, but it seems to bear
cousistency vpon its face. It does not necessarily follow that because they are
Wardens they do not possess the same intellectual qualifications which Masters
do—but, in & Masonic point of view, they bear different relations to the Craft.
They are not brought under the same obligations and responsibilities that Mas.
ters are, and yet, in Grand Lodges, with the exception of eligibility to office,
- they are raised to the same level. As Wardens they are in a state of probation ;
they are preparing, by industry and patience, for service in the East; they are
travelling thence in search of light; they are not esteemed as wise master-
builders until they are suitably prepared and enrobed with the ermine, possessing
official Masonic power. In a democratic point of view, they are no nearer to
the masses than are the Masters, nor are they under greater obligations to obey
instructions. As a general thing, Masters have more experience, and their
jodgment can, with more safety, be relied upon. Taking this view of the case,
it is better to cut off Wardens than Past Masters.

Another reason why old Masons should be members of the Grand Lodge is,
that they are thus kept in active labor and may be induced to hold official
stations. Young men can occupy those places as the old ones pass away.
Nothiag takes so much from the influence aud respectability of Freemasonry as
to place men in office with but little standing in the community and less intel-
lectual advantages. The officer himself becomes a by-word and his blunders a
reproach upon the Institution. The services of experienced, wise and good men
should be secured—men of high social position, without regard to their being
made available by a low popularity. This principle is inculcated in the old
charges, and should be carefully read and inwardly digested—time has proved
their utility. It says, ¢ When men of quality, eminence, wealth and learning ap-
ply to be made, they are to be respectfully accepted, after due examination, for
such often prove good lords (or founders) of work.”

Yours, truly and fraternally, D.

MOUNT LEBANON LODGE.

Taz officers of this Lodge were installed by Grand Master Coolidge, Monday
evening, Dec. 23d, 1861. The Grand Master brought with him as his suite the
Master of each Boston Lodge, with a single exception ; also those of South and
Kast Boston. This made the occasion one of interest, and also serves 1o promote
sociability among those who are so seldom together. The officers. installed
were—Joha L. Stevenson, Master; Jobn F. Abbot, S. W.; Daniel Henry, J.
W.; F. H. Sprague, Treas. ; Thomas Waterman, Sec. ; W. J. Ellis, 8. D, ; Ira
D. Davenport, J. D.; Heary E. Long, S. 8. ; Jos. H. Clapp, J. S.; Rev. W. R,
Alger and Rev. John W. Dadman, Chaplains ; Edwin Reed, I. S.; W, w,
Elliot, M. ; W. C. Martin, T. Bro. S. B. Ball is Chorister and Herman Daum
Organist. *
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A PLEASANT INSTALLATION AND CELEBRA-
TION.*®

Uron the evening of the 27th of December, the Anniversary of the Feast of
St. John the Evangelist, the officers of St. Andrew’s Lodge, No. 83, Free and
Accepted Masons, in this cily, were installed in ample form by M. W.J. H.
Drummond, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine, assisted by W. David
Bugbee, Acting Grand Marshal.

About two hundred Brethren assembled at the Hall, when the Master, Gideon
Marston, retired from the Chair with some appropriate remarks, after which the
Grand Master proceeded to install the following officers :—

John H. Lynde, Master ; Russell B. Shepberd, S. W. ; Geo. W. Manton, J. W. ;
Daniel Morris, Treas. ; Joseph W. Freese, Sec. ; Benj. H. Morrill, 8. D.; Zebulon
Grover, J. D.; Hermon Bartlett, M.; R. G. Rollins, 8. S.; Manley G. Trask,
J. 8. ; Simeon Everton, Tyler.

The installation services coencluded, the Brethren formed in procession and
marched to the Penobscot Exchange, where Mr. Wvodard, under the direction
of the members of St. Andrew’s Lodge, had provided a most beantiful and ex-
cellent supper.

Afier the guests were seated, they were welcomed by the Master of St. An-
drew’s Lodge, and the Throne of Grace was addressed by Worshipful W. M.
William, Grand Chaplain, afier which ample justice was done to the supper.

The scene at the table was impressive and beautiful. One hundred aud fifty-
one guests were seated, and the tables were admirably laid and brilliantly lighted,
doing great credit to the internal arrangements of the Exchange. At the head
of the table, on the right, was M. W. Grand Master Drummond; R. W. J. J.
Bell, 8. G. W.; W. Rev. W. M. William, G. Chap. ; W. David Bugbes, J. G.
D.; W. J. A. Hall, of Damariscotta, G. S. B. Upon the lelt was M. W. Past
Grand Master Hiram Chase, of Belfast. Next to him were several of the oldest
Masons of the country, who have borne the heat and burden of the day in years
gone by, and who stood by Masonic principles during the ¢ dark ages” of Mor-
ganism, when Masonry was persecuted and oppressed. Among them were
Captain Israel Snow, over ninety years of age, who has been a member of the
Fraternity more than sixty years; Captain John Short, a member of fortysix
years standing ; Col. Henry Little, who has acted upon the square for over fifty
years; Col. Benj. S. Deane, fortysix years a Brother ; Mr. D. Monson, who has
been a Mason for fortythree years; Past Grand High Priest John Williame, and
many who have been for a very long time members of the Fraternity.

After discussing the viands, Geo. W. Manton, Junior Warden of St. Andrew’s
Lodge, read the regular toasts as follows :—

St. John the Evangelist—The Disciple whom Jesus loved. An eminent patron
of Masonry. We revere his memory. Let us emulate his virtues.

Responded to by Rev. W. M. William, of this city, who discussed Masonry
and its connection with religious principles.

*From the Bangor (Me.) Daily Whig,
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8t. Andrew—Our Patron Saint. A brilliant star in the Grand Lodge above.

The following Masonic Ode was spiritedly sang in response, under the direc-
tion of Past Master Jonathan Burbank :—

All hail ! the great mysterious Art,

Grand offering from above— 4
Which fondly twines each genial heart

In harmony and love.

Come, Brothers, join the festive board,
Awake the tuneful lay;

Unite in Friendship, Peace and Love;
T is Mason's holyday.

Come, bring the wreath, the trio bind—
Faith, Charity, aad Love;

Our pation Saint a splendid star
In the Grand Lodge above.

With fervent zeal and pure delight,
We'll wake the joyful strain,
Till in the great Grand Lodge we meet,
Where joys immortal reign.
The Army—With the venerable Scott for counsel—the gallant McClellan and his
valiant soldiers for action, our army is invincible at home and abroad.
Col. William H. Mills, of this city, prominently known in military circles,
patriotically responded.
The Most Worskipful Grand Lodge of Maine.

This sentiment was responded to by M. W. Grand Master Drummond in his
vsual genial and bappy manner. Among other things, he alluded to the duties
of a Mason to his country. Every good and true Mason must be a patriot. His
duty to his country was only second to his obligations to Deity, and the Brother
who forgot or neglected them was no longer a pure Mason. He also alluded to
the fact that Brothers who are prisoners in the Southern States, were looked afiec
and cased for, and their wants aliended to by Southesz members of the Fraternity,
and he thanked God that this little spark of brotherly love still existed, and
trosted that it might extend until it should leaven the whole lump. We give no
report of remasks, bat allude to the points above as important and significant.

dncient Landmarks—The guide of evety true Masen. Their reversase and
respect is our daty as well as aur pleasuve. '

This seatiment was eloquently responded to by R. W. Hitam Chase, of Bel-
fast, Past Grand Master. He alluded to the importance of the ancieat Land-
marks of the Order. They were near and dear to the heart of every member
of the Fraternity—their lights, their guides, their boundaries, immovable as the
hills, they never can be changed, and they never must be deviated from. His
remarks were received with profound attention.

The following letter from Hon. Jacob McGaw, who has been a member of
the Fraternity for more than sixty years, was read also as another appropriate
respouse lo the sentiment, by R. B. Shepherd, S, W. of St. Andrew’s :—

15
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Bangor, Dec. 24, A. L. 5861.
To the W. Master, Wardens and Brethren of 5t. Andrew’s Lodge of Free and Ac-
cepted Masons :

I thank you for your fraternal invitation to visit you on the anniversary of the
festival of St. John the Evangelist, when the officers of said Lodge are to be in-
stalled by M. W. Grand Master Drummond.

The principles of our venerable Order being for the relief and comfort of the poor
and distressed, the promotion of brotherly love, together with protection of honor
and virtue among all persons, but especially our nearest and best friends, are now
no less dear to me than they were sixty years ago, when I assumed the obligations
that rest upon all its members.

That the purity and dignity of true Free and Accepted Masons, as well as the
usefulness of your Lodge, may continue always to advance, is the sincere prayer
of your very aged Brother, whose infirmities forbid him to accept your kind in-
vitation.

Respectfully and affectionately your Brother,
Jacos McGaw.

Our Country—An asylum for the oppressed of all nations. The prayers of mil-
lions daily rise for the perpetuity of our glorious free institutions.

In responee the following familiar and patriotic Ode was sung by the guests :

Toung—America.
God bless our native land !
Firm may she ever stand,
Through storm and night ;
When the wild tempests rave,
Ruler of wind and wave,
Do thou our country save,

By thy great might.

For her our prayer shall rise
To God above the skies ;

On him we wait ;
Thou who bast heard each sigh,
Watching each weepiug eye,
Be thou forever nigh ;—

God save the State !

Our Fraternity—Bounded by no geographical lines. The world is our Lodge-
room, and our Brethren are of every nation and every tongue,

Happily responded to by David Barker, of Exeter, who read the following
beautiful original Poem. It has been heretofore published, but is richly worth
re-perusing :—

THX SIGN OF DISTRESBS.

*T was a wild, dreary night in cheerless December;
T was a night only lit by a meteor’s gleam;
T was the night, of that night I distinctly remember
That my soul journeyed forth on the wings of a dream.
That dream found me happy, by tried friends surrounded,
Enjoying with rapture the comforts of wealih ;
My cup overflowing with hlessings unhounded,
My heart fully charged from the fountains of health.
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That dream left me wretched, by friendship forsaken,
Dejected, despairing and wrapt in dismay;
By poverty, sickness and ruin o’er taken—
To every temptation and passion a prey.
Devoid of an end or an aim, I then wandered
O’er highway and by-way and lone wilderness ;
On the past and the present and futare I pondered,
But pride bade me tender no sign of distress.

In freazy the wine cup [ instantly quaffed at,
And habdit and time made me guaff to excess ;
Bat heated by wine, like a madman I laughed at
The thought of e’er giving a sign of distress.
But wine sank me lower by lying pretences,
It tatrered my rsiment and furrowed my face,
It palsied my sinews and pilfered my senses,
And forced me to proffer a sign of distress.

. I reeled to a chapel whero churchmen were kneeling,
And asking their Savioar, poor sinners to bless ;
My claims I presented—the door of that chape!
Was slammed in my face st the sign of distress.
1 strolled to the Priest—to the servant of Heaven,
And sued for relief with a wild eagerness.
He prayed that my sins might at last be forgiven,
And thought he had answered my sign of distress.

I staggered at last to the home of my mother,
Believing my prayers would meet with success,
Bot father and mother and sister and brother
Disowned me and taunted my sign of distress,
I lay down to die as a stranger drew nigh me,
A spotless white lambskin adorning his dress,
My eye caught the emblem, and ¢re he passed by me,
I gave, as before, the sad sign of distress.

With God-like emotion that messenger hastens
To grasp me and whisper—*my Brother I bless
‘The bour of my life when I learned of the Masons
To give and to answer your sign of distress.”
Let u sign of distress by a Craftsman be given,
And though priceless to me is eternity’s bliss,
May my name never enter the records of Heaven,
Should I fail to acknowledge that sign of distress.

Rising Virtue Lodge—Our venerable mother. Like wine, age improves ber.

Responded to by the Master of Rising Virtue Lodge, George W. Snow, of
Bangor, who alludedeto the harmony always existing between the two Lodges
in this city.

Masenry—Like the evening dew—unseen and secret in its operstions—benevolent
and beaatiful in its revelations of Love. :

Senior Grand Warden Bell responded, paying his respects to the ancient
Brethren present on the occation.

The Nevy—They demonstrate their love for our Order by not allowing a single
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Mason to pass them on the seas without giving him a stromg grip—rescuing him,
even, from the lion’s paw of Briton.

Patriotically responded to by Thomas H. Garnsey, of this city, who, among
other things, alladed to the many gallant exploits of the American Navy.

The Ladies—Our rivals in devotion to the principles of Masonry. Although
knitting mittens now seems to be their mission, may they never “ give the mitten’
to any Brother Mason.

Eathusiastically responded to by Lewis Barker, of Stetson, who urged the im-
portance of Masonry to the sex, and also stated that they were supporters of the
Order by their countenance and encouragement. His attention was first called
to Masonry by a poem written by a lady, and he closed by reading it. We pub-
lish it for the benefit of those not present on the occasion.

BY MRS, BARAH T. BOLTON, OF INDIANAPOLIS,
On the occasion of Laying the Corner-Stone of the Grand Lodge Hall, Oct., 1848

Sons of a glerious Order inted
To cherish for agea the Ark of the Lonrd,
‘Wearing the mystieal badges appointed,
Come 10 the Temple with swoetest acoerd 3
Come lay the corner-stone,
Asking the Lord to own
Labors that tend to His glory and praise—
Long may the Mercy seat,
Where angel pinions meet,
Rest in the heautiful Temple ye raise!

Brothers ! united, to you it is given
To lighten the woes of a sin-blighted world ;
Far o'er the Earth, on the free wiads of Heaven,
Now let yon basner of love be unfusied.
Write there tho biessed three—
Faith, Hope, and Charity—
Names that shall live through the cycle of time ;
Write them on every hesrt—
Make them your guide and chert
Over Life's sea to the haven sablime.

Go forth befrieading the way-weary stranger,
Brightening the pathway that sorrow hath crossed—
Strengthening the weak in the dark hour of danger—
Clothing the naked and seeking the lost—
Opening the prison door,
Feeding the starving poor—
Chiding the evil, approving the just— <
Drying the widow’s tears,
Soothing the orphan’s fears—
Great is your mission—* Ia God is your trust.*

Go in the spirit of Him who is holy,
Gladden the wastes and the by-ways of Earth—
Visit the homes of the wretched and lowly,
Bringing relief to the desolate hearth—
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Bind up the broken heart,
Joy to the sad impan—
Stay the oppressor and strengtbren the just:—
Freely do ye recsive, . L4
Freely to others give—
Great is your mission—* In God is your trust.”

Go forth with ardor and hope undiminished,
Ever be zealous, and feithful, and true—
8tilt till the labor appointed be finished
Do with your might what your hands find to do.
Narrow the way and straight
Is Reavea’s guarded gate,
Leadiag the soul to the regions of love.
Then with the spotless throng
Swelling the triumph song,
May you be found in the Grand Lodge above.

A1 the conclusion of the regular toasts, Daniel C. Stanwood, of Augusta, was
called for and responded. He closed by reading a letter received by Lieut. J.
A. Hall, Master of Alna Lodge, showing that the Grand Lodge of Lonisiana had

attended 1o the comfort of asveral Brothers made prisoaers at Bull Rua. The

letter was received with demonstrations of applause.

Remarks were made and sentiments offered by Noah Barker, of Corinth; C.
R. McFadden, C. M. Morse and J. M. Crooker, of Walerville; J. S. Bedlow,
of Portland ; C. P. Baldwin, of Fairfield; Alvin Haynes, of Mattawamkeag ;
Russell B. Shepherd, Jona. Burbank, E. F. Dilliagham, of this city, and others;
and an imprompta poem was recited by David Barkes, of Exeter, which
¢ brought down the house” with a rush.

Letters were received from R. W. D. D. G. M. Averill, J. W. Carr, Esq., M.
Ex. W. Marshall, of Massachusetts, &c., &c. ; and one was also received from
B. F. Mudgett, Esq., of New York City, the first Master of St. Andrew’s Lodge,
which closed with the following sentiment :—

The Present and Past Members of St. JAndrew's Lodge—Though circumstances
over which we have no control may deprive some of us of the great pleasure of
meeting in the festivities of our Lodge on earth, may no circumstances over which
we have control debar any of us from meeting in that Lodge above where the
Sopreme Architect of the Universe presides.

Ameng the many plessant incidents was the accidental meeting of the six
Barker brothers. They had not all met before under the same roof for twenty
years, but fortunately they happened here together. They are members of the
Fraternity, and joined in the pleasures of the evening. Their father was the
second settler in the town of Exeter, and their mother now resides with Nathaniel
in the old homestead. Noah is a resident of Corinth; Lewis lives in Stetson,
and Darvid, Daniel and Mark reside in Exeter.

The oldeet is fiftyfour years of age, the youngest thirtynine, and they are the
coly male childrea now living. There are few inslances where six brothers
arrive at the age of manhood—all members of the same fraternity—brothers in
name and brothers indeed, and meet tegether on the level in the Lodge-rosm.
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After spending three hours at the table, it was proposed to close by singing,
and the Brethren rose and sung with marked effect the beautiful song by Buras,
Auld Lang Syne.

Thos Slosed the pleasures of the evening, and we believe that the occasion
will be long remembered by every one present, and that they departed with a
warmer feeling of brotherly love in their hearts, and a determination to pay still
greater attention to the principles inculcated by the Order.

GRAND LODGE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.

W have before us the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire
at its semi-annual meeting in Juae and at its annual communication in December
last. The Grand Master, M. W. Aaron P. Hughes, presided at both meetings.
The only business of special interest transacted at the June communication was
the adoption of a report on the ritual, from which we give the following extract :

The Committee appointed at the last Annual Communication of this Grand
Lodge, for the purpose of comparing the Lectures, as revised and adopted by this
Grand Lodge in 1850, with those as promulgated by Bro. Rob Morris, of Kentucky,

. and claimed by him to be the original Lectures as taught by Thomas Smith Webb
sixty years ago, ask leave to report, that having carefully compared the system as
taught by Bro. Morris, with that as adopted by this Grand Lodge, and, as your
committee believe, with unprejudiced minds, they have deliberately come to the
following conclusions :— )

1. That as this Grand Lodge in 1850, at great labor and expense, did revise and
adopt a system of Lectures and Work which has been disseminated among the sub-
ordinate Lodges in this jurisdiction, and now generally and uniformly understood
and practiced upon, it seems to your committee inexpedient to make alight, im-
material verbal changes, without strong reasons and a full conviction that we are
in an error.

2. That, on comparing the two systems, they find no material difference ; in fact
they are one and the same, varying only in verbal phraseology and, in a few in-
stances, slight changes in the order of arrangement.

3. That, in point of grammatical constraction and elegance of expression, your
committee all agree that our ritual, as adopted and now generally taught, under-
stood and practiced in this jurisdiction, is far preferable to that promulgated by
Bro. Morris.

This was a sensible decision. The work of New Hampshire cannot be im-
proved by strolling mountebanks and empiricks, and the less our Brethren of
that and other States have to do with such pretenders the higher their Masonic
character will rank.

The Grand Master opened the annual communication in a neat address, from
which we extract as.follows :—

OUR COUNTRY.

While we, as a body, are in this most happy and desirable condition, we turn to
our country with sorrow.and sadness. The people of this great nation, once so
happy, prosperous and united, and now arrayed against each other, and the very
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arms that we had supposed were to be used only in the defence of our common
country, are now being used-in a fatricidal war—of all wars the most disastrous to
a nation.

At the time of our last annuval communication, we, as a people and a nation,
were more prosperous than at any period since the formation of our government.
Every branch of industry was in a condition that seemed at least to indicate that it
was so firmly rooted that no revulsion in business, however severe, could injure it.
I need not add that all those appearances were deceptive, as a few short months
bave proved. . .

The commerce of our country had reached almost a fabulous amount. Our
agricultural products were all that the heart of man could desire or wish. But
now the stern reality of civil war is upon us, and while we all know and feel that
our ancient institution will outlive this revolution, as it has all others, we caanot,
as Masons, but feel that a direful crisis is upon us. It has come in the Providence
of God, and we are to meet it as a rebellion, notwithstanding our friends, kindred
and Brothers are engaged in it, for if there is any one plain duty inculcated in Ma-
sonry, it is that we are bound most solemnly to stand by the government under
which we live. I would, in this connection, call your attention to that part of
your agreement which so clearly points out our duty.

¢ [n the State you are to be quiet and peaceful ; true to your government and
just to your country. You are not to countenance disloyalty or rebellion, but
patiently submit to legal authority, and conform with cheerfulness to the govern-
ment of the country in which you live.” Such, Brethren, was your agreement,
and I have not the remotest idea but that every Brother in this jurisdiction will
carry it out to the letter.

1 have sometimes felt that the great misfortune that has befallen us might come,
and if it did, that there was one body of men that could do much to reconcile the
difficulties that exist more in imagination, in my judgment, than in reality. The
angry passions of men have much to do with the present critical position of our
coantry ; and, as Masons, we are in duty bound to make every exertion to assuage
the storm that is now desolating our land. The institution of Masonry has its
members in every part of our country, and it can more readily reach them than
any organization in the world.

We have no right to meddle or interfere with the political affairs of the nation,
but whenever any question arises that affects the institution of which we are mem-
bers, it is our duty to consider it. That the precepts taught by Masons have al-
ways tended to soften the hearts of men, is a trath that every Brother will assent
to. And such being true, it has occurred to me that no injury could result to the
Iastitation, and that great good may come out of a convention of Masons, not to
cousider the political questions of the day, but to determine what our duty may be
in this emergency. And 1 would suggest the propriety of holding a National Con-
vention of Masons at Washington, sometime next winter. And if the Grand
Lodge thinks well of the suggestion, it will be for it to determine whether delegates
should be elected.

The Grand Lodge did not think it expedient or useful to adopt the recom-
mendation of the Grand Master touching the proposed convention.

ITINERANTS.—WORK.
There are very few suggestions that I desire to make at this time. The institu-
tios of Freemasonry was never more prosperous than at this moment. Where



120 GBAND LODGE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.

there are so many, it would be very strange if some of them were not selfish, and
I am sorry to say that I have no doubt but that we have many who have become
members for selfish purposes. These individuals show themselves in various ways.
They always appear under the guise of great disinterestedness for the good of the
Order. Perhaps he may be an author, represents that he has got the only genuine
. work extant, and that his Lectures are of the same description, and that all others

are spurious. This Grand Lodge was visited within the last yesr by one of this
class of Masons, who had not attained the age of twentytwo years. His Masonic
knowledge corresponded well with his Masonic age. This evil bas been going
on several years, producing nothing but confusion in the Work and Lectures.
Each author makes a little innovation upon long, and what is believed to be well
established work. And many Lodges have spent much valuable time in discussing
the discrepancies of the work as published, each one baving a few adherents.
Discussions of this kind are very liable to end in anger and ill feelings. The time
thus spent should have been devoted to our own Work and Lectures.

This Grand Lodge has adopted the * Masonic Trestle Board, ”’ and the Work
and Lectures connected therewith, and, until otherwise ordered by the same
body, must be used in this jurisdiction.

There is hardly a week passes but some one calls for a subscription for some
kind of a Masonic book, magarine or newspaper, and if you do not subscribe
they broadly intimate that you are no Mason. All such persons should be
treated with contempt. There are publications that are worthy of your support,
but the publishers never go about demanding your aid, or appéaling to your sympa-
thy for support.

Another class of men [ recommend you always to avoid : that is, paid Masons,
of all “men or Masons,” the most despicable. They always have a new book,
and assume to be in possession of something that is known to but few;—they will
perform if you will pay. When you meet with such a fellow, keep an eye on your
coat and hat.

Masonic Mendicants have been on the increase for the last fifteen years. They
have become almost a scourge to the Order. While we rejoice at the increase of
Masonic charity, we deplore the evil and annoyance of traveling applicants for Ma-
sonic aid. I recommend to each Brother and subordinate Lodge a careful inquiry
into each applicant’s appeal for charity (if he be a stranger) before contributing.

THE RIGHER DRGREAS

That the ¢ Blue Lodge” is, to the great body of Masoory, what the heart and
lungs are to the human body, I am more and more satisfied every day of my
life. It is the only essential Lodge in Masonry. We are apt to be desirous of get-
tiog *‘ higher up” in the Order ;—a very great miatake. The best workmen are
very liable to be drawn into the ‘“ Upper Degrees,” and their loss is severely foit
in the ¢ Blue Lodge.” I trust no Brother in this jurisdietion will be so much dax-
zled with the tinselry of the ¢ Upper Degrees” as to forget his duty to the first and
most importaat Lodge—the * Blue Lodge."’

The proceedings mostly relate to matters of local interest, and while they in-
dicats & high degres of prosperity in the Lodges. under the jurisdiction, they
would not be of particular interest to the general reader. We were however
surprised to find the following on page 323 of the proceedings :—

“M. W. Peter Lawson, of Lowell, P. G, Master, of Massachusetts, was in-
troduced, and took a seat in the East.”
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The person above named is not a member of the Grand l.odge of Massachu-
setts, nor is he a Past Grand Master of that body ; and, if, as appears from the
record, he passed himself off, as such, vpon the Grand Lodge of New Hamp-
shire, he was guilty of an imposition and fraud which that body cannot, with a
proper regard ior its own self-tespect, allow- to pass unnoticed.

THE OLDEST LODGE IN MAINE.*

Poxtrand Lobox of Free and Accepted Masons No. 1 (Falmouth) now Portland
Magive. On the 20th of March A. D. 1762, A. L. 5762, the Grand Master of Grand
Ledge Massachusetts, Jeremiah Gridley, granted a commission. of deputation to
Alexander Ross, Esq. of Falmouth, in the Province of Massachusetts Bay, to open
a Lodge, and appoint the Wardens and other officers

At the Annual Communication of this Lodge holden at the Masonic Hall in Port-
Jand, on the evening of November 13th, A. L. 5861, Worshipful Samual Kyle, who
had occupied the Oriental Chair for the past two years, addressed the members of
the Lodge, in a few remarks tendering his thanks for the honors they had conferred
ou bim and declined being considered a candidate for re-election.

Bro. Moses Dodge, Secretary of the Lodge, (for the past ten years, R. W. Grand
Treasurer of the M. W- Grand Lodge of Maine since May, A. L. 5853,) arose.in
his place and made one of his interesting and appropriate speeches to the Lodge
aod visitiog Brethren, thanking them for the repeated confidence in which they had
esteemed him worthy and well qualified for the post he had so long occupied, and
declined being considered a candidate for Sccretary.

At the close of Bro. Dodge's remarks, the M. W. Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Maine, Josiah H. Drammond Esq. arose and made appropriate remarks in
regard to the faitlful service and exellent manner in which Bro. Dodge had per-
formed the duties devolving on him as Secretary, during so long a period ; which
Bro. Dodge took as a mere compliment at first, when Grand Master Drummond
took from a hidden recess by his side, and exhibited to view to the great consterna-
then and surprise of Bro. Dodge, a spendid Silver Pitcher with the following device

engraved on it. e
Presented to
MOSES DODGE
By the Brethren of Portland Lodge, No. 1, as a token of their appreciation of his
urvicul; Sgcrotnry.
L'

On bebolding this splendid article, he arose from his chair and stood apparantly
smazed, by the unexpected gift and remarks of the Grand Master on presenting
it; so much so, that the orbs of light were dimmed by the water of affection of a
sensitive heart. °

The Grand Master nor Bro. Dodge are not able to give the writer the least item
of what they said on this interesting occation, except this short sentence, which
Bro. Dodge made: “If I have not been convinced before this that Masons could
keep a secret, | am new.” There were more than one hundred of the fraternity in
the city of Portland who had kept the whole matter of the presentation of this
splendid gift to him, a prefound secret, After the ceremonies of the presentation
were closed the officers of the Lodge for the ensuing year were elected.

*From l;e6 Kennebee Courier,
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ANDROGYNUS MASONRY.

The Knights and Nymphs of the Rose. We have frequently alluded in our col-
umns to those special humbugs introduced by Masonic Charlatans, under the
name of Adoptive Masonary, by which many females have been inveigled from
their domestic pursuits, to the great detriment of their husbands’ shirts and
children’s stockings, to pander to the unholy love of the almighty dollar, with
which their inventors were seized. Most of those introduced into this country
were founded on similar degrees invented in France, the great hot bed of Masonic
innovations and Masonic light-o’-loves, and among them the one whose name com-
mences this article, where it was introduced about the latter part of the eighteenth
century by M. de Chaumont, the Masonic Secretary of the Duke de Chartres, who
was at that time Grand Master of the French Masons. The principle seat of the
Order was at Paris. The Lodge-room, or hall for meeting, was called the ¢ Temple
of Love.” It was ornamented with garlands of flowers and hung round with es-
cutcheons, on which were painted various devices and emblems of gallantry. There
were two presiding officers, a male and a female, who were styled the ‘‘ Hiero-
phant” and the * High Priestess.”” The former initiated the men, and the latter the
women who were candidates. In the initiations, the Hierophant was assisted by a
conductor or deacon, called * Sentiment,” and the High Priestess by a conductress
or deaconess, called ¢ Discretion.” The Knights wore a crown of myrtle, the
Nyrmphs a crown of roses. The Hierophant and High Priestess were, in addition,
decorated with a rose colored scarf, onw hich were embroidered two doves within a’
wreath of myrtle. During the initiation, the Lodge-room was enlightened with a
single dull taper, just giving light enough to make ‘' darkness visible,” but after-
wards it was brilliantly illuminated by numerous wax candles.

When a candidate was to be initiated, he or she was taken in charge, according
to the sex, by the Conductor or Conductress, divested of all weapons, jewels or
money, hookwinked, loaded with chains, sufficient of the legs and breast being
bared to determine the sex, and in this condition conducted to the door of the Tem-
ple of Love, where admission was demanded by two knocks. Bro. Sentiment then
introduced the candidate by the order of Hierophant, or the High Priestess, and he
or she was asked his or her name, place of birth and condition of life ; all of which
being satisfactorily answered, the candidate was then asked, ** What are you seek-
ing !” the reply to which was * Happiness."’

The next question proposed was—* What is your age?"” The candidate, il a
male, replies, *“ The age to love,” atd, if a female, * The age to please and to be
loved.”

The candidate was then interrogated concerning his or her private opinions and
conduct in relation of matters of gallantry. If of amatory proclivities, the chains
were taken off and replaced by garlands of roses, which were called the ** chains of
Jove.” In this condition the candidate was made to traverse the apartment from
one extremity to the other, and then back againin a contrary direction,over a path
inscribed with love knots.

The following pledge was then administered :—

“T promise by the Grand Master of the Universe, never to reveal the secrets
of the Order of the Rose, and should I fail in this my vow, may the mysteries I
shall receive add notbing to my pleasures, and instead of the rose of happiness,
may I feel nothing but the thorns of repentance.”

The candidate was then conducted to a place ‘representing a mysterious™ grove,

»
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adjoining the Lodge-room, or Temple of Love, where, if a kaignt, he received a
ecrown of myrtle ; and, if a Nymph, a simple rose. During this time, a soft, me-
lodious march was played by the orchestra.

Afterwards, the candidate was conducted to the * Alter of mystery,” and placed
at the foot of the Hierophaat's throne, where incense was offered to Venus and ber
son. Ifit was a Knight who had been initiated, he exchanged his crown of myrtle
for the rose of the Nymph he selected ; and, if a Nymph, she exchanged her rose
for the myrtle crown of a Brother Sentiment most agreeable to her fancy.

The above affords a very fair specimen of the character of Androgynus Lodges
in France, upon which the American system was framed by the Kentucky Caglios-
tro, as most Enlightened Grand Luminary.—N. Y. Sat. Courier.

THE RELIGION OF MASONRY.

Wz none of us pretend or suppose that Masonry is of itself a roligion. We
do not claim that it is exclusive of other modes of worship; above all, we dis-
claim that it is hostile to any sincere belief in apy form.

We demand of every man before we can receive him as a Brother, that he
shall believe in the * existence of one Supreme Being, who will reward good
and punish evil ;”—believing that he may affirm or deny any other religion,
nataral or revealed. No good Mason will interferg, in any respect, with the
conscience of his Brother. Those fearful relations which exist between every
man and his Maker are not within the scope of our Order.

We do not uadertake as Masons'to follow a Brother beyond the boundary of
this life, or determine what is his reward, or,what his punishment hereafter.

But we throw our strong arm around him and his, whxle he or any of them are
living.

We do add a strong sanction to morality ; we do bind each other by a cord
that cannot be broken without awful wickedness, to observe moral Jaw toward all
men, and more especially toward the Brethren.

We do, by regular and incessant charity, relieve suffering; by watchful care,
we prevent distress ; by good example and mutuoal encoaragement, we uphold
bhamanity and virtue,

It is not possible to be a good Mason without being a good man; and lhough
we do not touch upon those metaphysical perfections which various churches in-
culcate under the name of holiness, but leave 10 each man to setile for himsclf:
we carefully teach and enforce the great virtues of Faith, Hope, and Charily.

No man can become a Mason until these are well impressed vpon him.

No man can live a life of good Masonry without calling into exercise those
amiable and charitable traits of character which would otherwise have been lost
to the Fraternity and the world at large.

Every good Masoa respects the religion of his Brother though different from
his own : and hopes that all may be true in those respects wherein they do not
differ ; and 1bal iu these respects wherein they do, each may be sufliciently near
the Trath, 1o solve for him who sjucerely Lolds it, the great problem of life and

death. .
. » ] * * L] - . *

.
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What to de, what to leave undone, each must determine for himself, We
may not all believe alike, but we may all hope alike, that when we have ali gone
that way, and passed through that dark valley, and crossed that cold river, we
may all meet in some glorions Lodge beyond—thet we may lock thence calmly
back, over the dreary road we have traveled from infancy till that moment, and
say joyfully to ourselves, “that is a way we shall not retorn.”

And surely no one of us who has ever looked thoughtfully on our checkered
road through the wilderness of this life, or has stood for a moment near the frigid
ocean of eternity, would be disposed to be anything but reverential in the pre-
sence of any shrine to which any fellow creature may kneel for aid or consola
tion. * For” says a poet, nearly thirtyfour centuries earlier than the times of
Job

’ % For we are doemed our native dust *
To wet with many a fruitless shower;
Aund ill it snits us to disdein
The alar, to deride the [ame
Where simple suflerers beod in trust,
To win a happier hour.”

SWORD PRESENTATION.

Oua talented friend and Brother F. G. Tisdall, Esq., the Masonic editor of the
New York Saturday Evening Courier, was recently deputized by the Brethren of
Concord Lodge, No. 50, to present in their behalf, a rich rogulation Sword to
Bro. Lt. T. F. Goodwin, 2 member of that Lodge, who was about to leave for
the seat of war. After a few pertinent and patriotic remarks, our Brother very
happily concluded by saying :

“ Take this sword, my Brother, the free gift of {ree men, free Amsricans and
Freemasons, and [ charge you never to draw it in the canse of injustice of op-
pression,

“Oh, may its Ail¢ be blessed by Fasth in God,
While you seek succor from His boly word ;

Its dlade be Hope, for while in Him you trust,
He will protect you, for your cause is just.

But on its poiat let Charity e'er dwell :

“The foe onoce vanished, hostile feelings quell ¢
To hin extead a Brother’s weleome aid,

And heal the wounds which sterner duty made,”

Our soldier Brother, on reoeiving it, appeared to be overcome by his feelings.
He said he desired to be judged by his deeds and not by his words. The time
for making professions had passed, the time for action had arrived ; buthe would
pledge himself, before his God and his Brethren, that he would be the more
strongly reminded of his dnty to his country whenever he looked npon the
sword he had that evening received, and his arm would be made stronger, if
possible, to prove himself worthy of the confidence reposed in him as a Mason.

.
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FUNERAL ODE, WRITTEN IN 1808.

1

'T 1s done ; the Architect Divine,
The aw(ul blow hath given ;

Our Brother hath obey’d the sign,
To join the Lodge in Heaven,

1.
Apgelic janitors rejoice,
The portals to extead,
Harmonic seraphs raise their voice,
To hail our worthy friend.

n.
Thrice welcome to the Lodge above,
Where pleasures never fail,
And Coacord, Harmony, and Love,
Eternally prevail.

v,

Thrice welcome to the blest abode,
Where angels reign in heaven,

And praise the wond'rous work of Ged,
To whom be glory given.

AN ANECDOTE.*

How Mrs. H—— came to change her opposition to Masonry, and decame an advo-
cale for #s usefuiness to the Female sez.

Bro. H——, a membere of Richland Lodge, No. 39, of Columbia, South Carolina,
where he received the degrees, and resided for several years, previous to 1860, re-
lated to me in the cars between the Kenoebec and Portland, a few weeks since the
substance of the following incident in his own household.

In the spring of 1839, I had some business, which required my presence on the
Kennebee ; I left my wile, and a beautiful child two years old, in good health at
Colambis, 8. C. 8oon after I left them, our child sickened and died. My wife
was a long way from, ss she thought, sympathising friends, having up to this time,
been a violent opposer of the institution of Masonry, her father being an aati-mason.
She did not expect any advice or assistance from our Brothren, but in this she was
mistaken. The Brothren went to her, and offered her assistance, not only their cone
dolence, but whatever amount ot money she wanted. Of this she did not stand in
Beed. At the faneral one hondred attended and assisted to convey the remains
of her beloved child to its mother earth, their kindness unsought overcome her pre-

®From the Kennebec Courier.
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judice against Masonry, and (rom a violent opposer, she is one of the most zealous
advocates of our beloved. Institation.

* Since our return to our native State, if she hears a word spoken against Masonry,
or its members, she is sure to make use of the member which God has given the
female sex, to defend the cause that they believe to be right. Even her father bas
not escaped a volley from her, which he will not soon forget, and will be very cau-
tious how he broaches the subject of his anti-masonic theories in her presence. It
matters not, be it male or female, who in her presence says aught against our
Order, they have to listen to such a castigation as Mrs. Partington's lecturea are no
comparison with.

CORRESPONDENCE.

St. Louis, Mo. January 18, 1862.

My Dzar Bro. Mooze,— # # # You have noticed the death of two of our
Past Grand Masters, namely, Bros. Grover and Suarrs. When | removed from
Virginia in 1838 to Madison, Indiana, about the first Masonic work done in that year,
(the Lodge having done nothing for a year,) was the initiation of B. W. Grover. I
aided in conferring on him the three degrees. In St. Louis in 1843, I aided in con-
ferring on him the Cbapter degreees ; and I was afterwards associated with him in
the Grand Lodge of this State. So, you perceive I knew him well and long. He
died in this city. I need not say that be was well cared for previous to his
death. At his funeral there was a very large attendance of Brothers, and a large
escort of military. He lost his life in the defence of Lexington,

Br. Sharpe had raised a company in defence of his country. At the time he wus
brutally murdered, he was conveying a wounded man in Lis buggy to his (Sharpe’s)
home for medical treatment, when five men approached his carriage and shot him
and afterwards dragged him out of his buggy and then, when nearly dead, hung
him! To have known Sharp wasto love him. Thus these two beloved Brothers
have been sacrificed on the altar of their country ! Would that I ecould say, all the
Masons in this State are as true to their obligations *‘ not to be engaged in plots
and conspiracies against the government,” and in obeving lawful authority, If
Masons can set aside and ignore the simple language of our ritual in their mad
efforts to overthrow the best government that ever existed, then I have learned Ma-
sonry in vain, and do not understand its teachings. After having assiduously labor-
ed in it for over a quarter of a century—having frequently repeated to the neophite
that his duty is * to be true to his government,” it is now no argument to me that
certain men; who may have stood, what has been considered high in the Order, are
now engaged in this unholy warfare. More shame for them. Lucifer is said to
have been one of the highest of the angels. Ambition has cauted many would-be
godsto fall! To my mind, such sophistry, and such mystifying of the plainest
teachings of Masonry, if admitted, would upset all its practical lessons, and destroy
much of its value. The too great love of office I conceive to be the main cause of
the unfortunate condition of our beloved country, and I am afraid will also prove
disastrous to our beloved institution.

That you may be long spared to conduct your valuable periodical, is the sincere
prayer of

Yours, truly and fraternally, C.
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Bao. C. W. Moozz— :

Dear Sir—By request I herewith transmit to you a copy of resolutions adopted
by Cleveland Lodge, No. 311, F. and A. M, upon the departure of Bro. Reussn
Crvzranp for the seat of war, for publication, to wit :—

‘Whereas, it is imperative upon every Mason to obey the laws of the eountry in
which he lives, and not to be engaged in plots or conspiracies for its destruction—
.nd .

Whereas, at the preseat time there exists an organized effort to blot from the re-
cord of nations our fair name as a people—and

Whereas, Bro. Reuben Cleveland, first Past Master of this Lodge, which bears his
nDame, has volunteered in the defence of the Coastitution and the laws against
armed and powerful conspirators, and is now going forth in the discharge of his
daties as a soldier, a man and a Mason, therefore
Resolved, That recognizing the overruling hand of the Supreme Architect of the

Ugiverse, we commend our Brother to His care.

Resolved, That as the founder of this Lodge, and for a series of years its head
and support—as both prominent and eminent in the ranks of the Fraternity—as
distinguished alike for his urbanity and generous uature, we deeply regret his
departure from our midst. .

Resolved, That the marked prosperity of this Lodge is mainly indebted to the in-
defatigable labors of Brother Cleveland, who has ever been alive to its welfare
thos attaching to himself a host of Brethren who will cherish with unalloye(;
pleasare the kindest wishes for his success as a soldier, and an ardent desire for his
safe return to our fo.d.

Resolved, That to any of our Order with whom Brother Cleveland may meet,
we commend him to their esteem and consideration.
Resolved, That these resolutions be placed upon the records of this Lodge, and a

copy thereof, over the signatures of our W. M. and Secretary, be forwarded to Bro.
Cleveland.

Iza Gopparp, Secretary.
Chicago, 19tA Dec., 1861.

Obituary.

Wz are deeply pained to be called upon to record the death of the estimable wife
of our friend and beloved Brother Josepa D. Evans, Esq., Past Grand Master of
the Grand Lodge of New York. She died at Bloomfield, N. Jersey, on the 17th of
November last, after a most painful and protracted illness, which she bore with the
utmost Christian patience and resignation. She was the daughter of the late Rev.
Wm. H. Hart, formally Rector of St. John’s Church, Ricbmond, Va., which was
the native place of the deceased. And one of the papers of that city notices her
death in the following warm and affectionate terms :—

* Her dust sleeps in the Cemetery of Greenwood, New York, the immortal soul
is with its God. Gentle, pious, guileless—trained in the Christian faith, a com-
-municant in the church militant, she now lives in perpetoal communion with the
eharch triumpbant. A Christian woman and wile and mother, her duties in all
these relations were nobly fulfilled ; and though memory must drop its tear, and
affection sigh over the ruins of the desolated heartbstone, she still speaks to the
livicg loved ones, in the exnmz»le and precep!s of the pust time, and points by these
to * an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away’in that
Test,
’ % ¢ Where love bas put off in the land of its birth,
The stains it had gathered in this ;
And hope, the sweet singer that gladdened on earth,
Lies asleep on the bosom of bliss.’”
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Surrenz Counci 33d.—We learn that
"the Rev. ALBzaT Case has been appointed
by the Duke of Leinster, Commander of the
Supreme Council for Ireland, the resident
Representative of that Body in the Sapreme
Council for the Northern Jurisdiction of the
Unitcd States.  Br. Case is tho Assistont Sec-
retary of the Northern Council, Dr. Winslow
Lewis, of Bestos, being the Secretary.
0™ We are gratified ta notice that our tak-
anted Brother, Hon. Jos:an H. Drumsions,
of Portland, the preseat Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of Maine, was unanimously
elected Attoroey General of the Biate, by the
Legisiature of Maine, on the 3d of Jeonery
last, receiving the entire vote of that body—
a compliment worthily bestowed.

Officers of Washington Royal Arck Chap-
ter, Salem, lnstalled un the 16th January, by
the M. E Grand High Priest, James Kim.
ball :—

H. H. F. Whittemore, High Priest; Wm.
Thorndike, King ; Michael J. Doak, Scribe ;
George W. Sargent, C. H ; Wm. M. Batch-
elder, P. 8.; Alonza C. Blethen, R. A. C.;
John G. Dudley, Dana Z Smith, and Daniel
H. Jewett, M. of Veils; Alva Kendall, Treas-
urer; Henry A. Brown, Secretary; Addison
Goodhue, S. 8. ; Jonathan Davis, J. S.; Ed-
ward Rea, Tyler.

IneosiTion.—We invite the attention of the
autborities of the Grand Lodge of New Hamp-
shire 10 the notice.of their proceedings on &
preceding pege, aud especialiy to that part
which points out an apparent imposition put
upon them by a person faleely pretending to
be a Past Grand Master.of Masoas ia this
Commonwealth,

Godey's Lady's Book for Februsry is a sa-
perb aumber, both in its matier and embelish-
menta. The steel plate, & # Snow Etorm,” is
a gem of itself and worth half the subscrip-
tivn price of the volume. The work should
le in every family, not only as a means of
improvemeat, but of refinement.

Bexaar.—A rich and beautiful silver Shéeld
was recently presented by the Masons of Ben-
gal, India, to Maj. Gen. James Ramsay, the
Prov. Grand Master for that Province, as a
tribute of sflection, and a memorial of their
faithful allegiance and high appreciation of his
Mesonic government. It is of solid sitver snd
can be used es a rose-water dish. It mea-
sures twentyseven inches in diameter. The
border repreeents the collarworn by the-Grand
Master, and is-of openwork chseed silver, in
the contre of which ase the armorial bearings
of Gen. Ramsay. The group of figures com-
posing the centre of the shield. is of frosted
silver in bes relief, represeating the attributes
of Masonry. Ia the foreground are various
tools and implements. Three different Orders
of Architecture are also shown, the signifi-
cance of which will be recognizcd by att Ma-
sons. The whole design is spirited, and the
execution is in the highest style of ast. The
cost was 400 guineas, about $1000.

M azonic PRESENTATION.—~AL & meeting of
Merrimack Lodge of F, and A. Masons, at
Haverhill, beld on Wednesday evening, Jan.
1, R. T. Slocomb, Eeq., was presented witha
¢ Past Master’s Jowel,’ asa New Year's Gift,
by the membersof the Lodge. The presenta-
tion (says a Haverlill paper) was made by
Rev. C. H. Seymour, in & speech of much elo-
quence and beauty, and was appropriately re-
sponded to by Brother Slocomb in his usual
ofiband and ready meoner. Brother Slo-
comb bas presided as Master of Merrimack
Lodge for the last three yesrs, with dignity
and ability ; and this token of the esteem of
his Brethsen is a weil-deserved tribute to his
fidelity and skill in the seience of Freema-
sonry.

How many disputes arise out of trifles !
And how greatly would they be diminished if -
every vne would deliberately ask himself this
question~—whether is it better to sacrifice a
point which isef no value, or to loose a friend
move preciows -than rubies ¢

To detect and expose impertinent curiosity
is the duty of every honest man, as well as
the genwing. Masas.
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 MASONRY:
THE MEANS AND MEASURES OF ITS INFLUENCE
AND OPERATION.

AvrTROUGH, some years ago, when a wicked and most malicious per-
secution was excited against Masonry by certain political intriguers and
ignorant fanatics, for their own unworthy ends, we were at some pains to
explain the fundamental principles of our OrbER, and the sphere of its
operation—many recent circumstances have tended to convince us, that
there is a mecessity for reverting to these topics at the present time, as
much for the information of our younger Brethren, as for the purpose of
preserving the public mind ngainst a re-entrance of those erroneous ideas,
which our enemies are always very ready to circulate. Our ORDER, as
we have recently shown, has gained immensely in strength, influence and
numbers, within the last few years, and now, by means of its Lodges in
the Army, is likely to exercise a most beneficial and ameliorating influence
amid the sufferings of the dire Civil War, whose end is, we trust, now
rapidly approaching. These facts render it all the more important, that
all our Brethren should have a very clear and distinct idea of the exact
limits and extent of Masonic duty and power, and that opponents should
be deprived of all ground for misrepresenting these, or for attributing to
Masonry designs and deeds, which are quite foreign to its fundamental
principles. Though the spirit of malice and persecution, that once as-
sailed us, has teen quelled and abashed into silence, it is still by no means
uncommon to hear insinuations of ulterior designs, made by the captious
and the ill natured, when the prosperity and growth of our Order are allu-
ded to ; and, on the other hand, among our younger and more enthusias-
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tic Brethren, there are often exhibited an ardor and eagerness to *“ be doing
something,” shown in such expressions as these—* Why cannot we all
combine in some great and effective measure ?* ¢ Of what use are our
power and wealth and influence, if we cannot do something at such a cri-
sis as this >’ Now, we must be forgiven for saying, that these utterances
of an impatient ardor, however stimulated by the best and noblest of mo-
tives, are quite as baseless and unreusonable as the ill-natured insinuations
of adversaries. They both equally start from a wrong idea of the very
nature of Masonry: and the fostering of such erroneous notions would
tend to encourage the very errors and excesses committed by the Carbo-
nari of Italy in 1819, by which—though most unjustly—much reproach
was for a long time reflected upon our ORDER, simply because the desire
of freedom for their Fatherland, and hatred of the Austrian tyranny, in-
duced several of our Italian Brethren to join the ranks of the Carbonari.
That Society was in fact purely a political one, organized for the purpose
indicated, of freeing ltaly from Austrian domination, but the Papal Pow-
er, always, since the medieval ages, adverse to Freemasonry, exerted itself
in no ordinary degree to cast the odium of the one Body upon another, to
whose dearest principles all such political interferences, and indeed all in-
subordination to the Constituded Authorities, is directly opposed, When,
in fact, either friends or foes speak of Masonry as a ‘* Power,” they use
a misnomer. Masonry is not a * Power,” in the ordinary acceptation of
the word, but what, for want of a better term, we must call an ** Influence.”
This definition may not be so clear or accurate, as we could desire, but
we trust to make our meaning sufficiently intelligible to all candid minds.
We have already referred to the Carbonari of ltaly, whose organization
directly aimed at the overthrowing of one political power, and as a con-
sequence, the substitution of another in its stead. Such an organization
involved, as a primal principle, the possession and exercise of Power—
a power too, whether originating in just and honorable motives or not, in
direct hostility to the existing or constituted Power ; in other words, a po-
litical and revolutionary power. With all due reserve and reverence we
would take an illustration—if we may be permitted to compare small
things with great—from a higher and holier source. ~Christianity, whether
we regard it in its original purity and simplicity, as given to the world by
Our Saviour and his Apostles, or as it exists now in all Protestant Com-
munities, must be regarded as an *“influence” rather than a * power.”
It did not, and does not, claim to control and coérce men by the applica-
tion of law and force, by any “bills of pains and penalties,”” but solely
and simply to convince the mind by reason, and to win the heart by the
practical proofs of its charity and benevolence. Such was the nature of
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the Constitution of the Church of Rome, while it still remained a pure
Christian Church : but when earthly ambition and the desire of temporal
sovereignty led to the union of regal dominion with the religion of the
Saviour, then that Church became a ¢ Power,’” and no longer an * Influ-
ence” merely. Some of the remarks of the historian Gibbon, in refer-
ence to the donation of the patrimony of St. Peter, indirectly illustrate
this: “ The gratitude of the Carlovingians was adequate to these obliga-
tions, and their names are consecrated, as the saviors and benefactors of
the Roman Church. Her ancient patrimony of farms and houses was
transformed by their bounty into the temporal dominion of cities and
provinces : and the donation of the Exarchate was the first-fruits of the
conquests of Pepin. la this transaction, the ambition and avarice of the
Popes have been severely condemned. Perhaps (?) the humility of a
Christian priest should have rejected an earthly Kingdom, which it was
not easy for him to govern, without renouncing the virtues of his profession.
Perhaps a faithful subject, or even a generous enemy, would have been
less impatient to divide the spoils of the Barbarian; and, if the Emperor
bad entrusted Stephen (the sovereign of Lombardy) to solicit in his name
the restitution of the Exarchate, I will not absolve the Pope from the re-
proach of treachery and falsehood. The splendid donation however was
granted in supreme and absolute dominion, and the world beheld, for the
first time, a Chrisiian Bishop invested with the prerogatives of a temporal
prince—the choice of magistrates, the exercise of justice, the imposition
of taxes, and the wealth of the palace of ‘Ravenna. In the disposition of
the Lombard Kingdom, the inhabitants of the Duchy of Spoleto sought a
refuge from the storm, shaved their heads after the Roman fashion, de-
clared themselves servants and subjects of St. Peter, and completed, by
this voluntary surrender, the present dircle of the ecclesiastical state.
That mysterious circle was enlarged to an indefinite extent, by the ver-
bal or written donation of Charlemagne, who, in the first transports of his
victory, despoiled himself and the Greek Emperor of the cities and isl-
ands, which had formerly been annexed to the Exarchate.”

The application of these remarks of the historian is too plain to require
our dwelling further upon them, nor do we adopt the illustration in any
sectarian or polemical spirit : our desire is only to show that the * Influ-
ence” of the Roman Christian Church, by a strange paradox, was at once
elevated and degraded into a ¢ Power”—a power which has, we believe,
been the prolific parent of weakness and corruption.

The celebrated Order of the Knights ‘I'emplars occurs to onr mind as a
striking instance of a powerful organization, which, founded originally by
King Baldwin the 2d, in 1118, upon sound priaciples and with good mo-
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tives, subsequently renounced the purer and more proper sphere of * In-
fluence” for the more ambitious and less pure arena of « Power.” From
being soldiers of the Cross, devoted to lives of valor and Christian vir-
tue, that body degenerated into a haughty, ambitious and grasping coali-
tion, which made the influence of its high prestige the cloak and the pre-
text for avarice and luxury,and the exercise of a ‘ power” often more
than kingly ; and, which at lengeth, by its usurping insolence, brought
down upon its own head the avenging wrath of the European princes, and
its final destruction by the merciless hand of Philip of Valois, in 1342.
We may have little sympathy with that bitter spirit of persecution, which
avenged the former pride and presumption of the Order, by the burnings
and hangings, of which we read so frequently in the history of the 14th
century ; and the fate of the last Grand Master of the Order leads us, al-
most insensibly, to take part with him, who, whatever the errors and evils
of his Brethren, exhibited the patience of a Christian martyr united to
the valor of the undaunted warrior. A calm and candid study of history
must convince us that Philip was an unprincipled and rapacious monarch ;
that Pope Clement was little better than the mean and miserable tool of
his tyrannic will, and that the charges made against the Templars were
monstrously exaggerated by prejudice and passion, while the proofs of
guilt, based upon confessiuns extracted by torture, were not such as would
ever salis{y any impartial mind. In fine, we may allow that the condem-
nation of the Templars was effected by unjust means, and upon other
charges than those, in which their real guilt lay : but there is no conceal-
ing or ignoring the fact, thut they had fallen away greatly from the purity
and simplicity of their original institution : and, what is alone to our pur-
pose, that they had allowed the temptations of political * power” and a
grasping ambition, to take the place of that ‘* influence’ which was the
legitimate and original foundation of their claim to the respect and esteem
of their contemporaries.

The Fraternity of the Jesuits is another remarkable instance of an or-
ganization, which, starting from a religious basis, arrived at, and obtained,
a marvellous degree of * Power—power to which the princes and poten-
tates of Europe were compelled, for a long series of years, to bow in
helpless submission. Au historic sketch of the rise and progress of that
remarkable Order might, indeed, had we space for it, better serve to illus-
trate our view of this possession and exercise of Power by self-constituted
associations, than almost any other example that we could adduce. We
can only, however, allude briefly to the leading poiats, the ** summa fas-
tigia rerum,” leaving our readers to fill up this frame-work for them-
selves ; nor will they find it an unprofitable or uninteresting study. Ig-
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natius Loyola, the founder of the Order, was first a page in the Court of
Ferdinand V. of Spain, and afterwards an officer in his army. He was,
still quite a young man, and during his defence of Pampeluna against the
French, in 1521, he received a severe and dangerous wound, which be-
came the cause of a long and tedious confinement. His amusement, du-
ring this bitter period of inaction and suffering, was derived almost entirely
from the perusal of Spanish legends of the Saints, and other similar
works, by which his fancy was completely seized—the superstitious de-
votion of his character excited ; and, as the natural result, on his recov-
ery he renounced the world and all its pomps and pleasures ; made a for-
mal visit to the shrine of the Virgin at Montserrat, and, on the 24th of
March, 1522, laid his arms on her altar, and vowed himself her knight.
Arrayed in the garb of a pilgrim he then went to Mauresa, and devoted
himself to a life of penance and humility, and to deeds of benevolence,
which won for him wide renown. We next read of his determination to
make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, and of his travelling to Barcelona,
a poor, begging, sincere, and most resolute ascetic,—of his sailing thence
to Rome to obtain the blessing of the Pope, Adrian the 6th, and of his
arrival at fast at Jerusalem, in September, 1523. Remaining there but a
brief period, he returned, by way of Venice and Genoa, to Barcelona,
where, at the age of thirtythree, he vigorously set himself to the acquisi-
tion of the Latin language. Two years afierwards we find him removing
to Alcala in order to make himself master of Philosophy, as well as to
escape from a dangerous hostility, which he had provoked by his ex-
posure of, and attempt to reform, some disorders in a convent of nuns at
Barcelona. His peculiarities of thought and address soon made him an
object of suspicion at Alcala, and the Inquisition charged him with witch-
craft ; warned, threatened, imprisoned, and finally dismissed him. The
indomitable student, however, was not to be crushed by such assaults as
these : he repaired to Salamanca, where he met with very similar treat-
ment. *¢ Little,” observes one of his biographers, * did those Inquisitors
dream of the power that slumbered in that strange und self-denying re-
cluse.” .

Leaving Spain, Loyola proceeded to Paris, in 1528, and began to study
there in the lowest classes of the University, with the deepest humility,
begging for his daily sustenance, and not seldom startling his friends by
his strange and mystical exhortations. Several young men were attracted
by his zeal and devotion, and became virtually his proselytes; two of
them taking up their abode with him, of whom one afterwards became
famous as Francis Xavier, the apostle of India. The hearts of these com-
panions in prayer and penance were on fire for the conversion of the
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world, and they took solemn vows of chastity, poverty, and entire conse-
cration to the Church, in the subterranean Chapel of the Abbey of Mont-
martre—a strange and striking scene, to which the subsequent power and
progress of the Order lent a deep and vivid interest! At length these de-
voted companions, now ten in number, agreed to leave Paris and to meet
at Venice in January, 1537. Having resolved to visit Jerusalem, they
went to Rome to obtain the Papal blessing, and then returned to Venice,
with the design of embarking for the Holy Land. A war with the Turks,
however, frustrated this intention, and their enthusiasm was in the mean-
time exercised in various other forms of effort. Rome became their head-
quarters, and I.oyola now conceived, or more probably matured, the idea
of founding an OrbeR, to be devoted to the very work in which he and
his fellows were so ardently engaged. A careful comparison of the en-
thusiasm and purity, however alloyed by superstition, of the earlier career
of Loyola and his companions, with the dangerous and illegal height of
power to which that Order soon attained, will aptly illusirate the tenor of
our remarks. ‘The nature and plans of the [nstitution were sketched out,
and submitted to the Pope, Paul Ill., who, under certain limitations, con-
firmed it on the 27ih of September, 1540 ; a day and deed destined to
have a mighty influence on the after history of Europe! The limitations
were subsequently withdrawn, Loyola became president of the Order,
and remained at Rome to direct and stimulate its efforts.

Thus sprung up the OrpEr of the JEsuiTs, the mightiest, by far, of all
the kindred institutions of the Church of Rome—an Order representative
of * Power,” which more than once, in after years, shook to their basis
the firmest thrones in Europe. That Order increased with such rapidity,
that, at the death of its founder, it consisted of more than a thousand
members, possessed one hundred religious houses, and had parcelled out
the world, from Spain to India and Brazil, into twelve provinces, for the
more effective prosecution of its labors. Had the Brotherhood continued
to confine its efforts to the propagation of Christianity, as they understood
it, however we might dissent from much of its principles and practice, we
might rather have selected it as an example—and a most remarkable one—
of the * Influence™ of one great and energetic spirit communicating itself
with a marvellous and magic power to a vast association of kindred minds ;
but the Jesuits, perhaps as a necessity, arising from the temporal power
of the Papacy, soon began to take part, very actively, in the political in-
trigues of the Courts and Councils of Europe, and thenceforth identified
themselves and their objects with unlawful * Powes.” Asto Loyola,
himself, we must acknowledge, that his was a self-sacrificing fanaticism,
and his life, in every sense, a spiritual knighthood, undaunted by danger ;
unshaken by persecution ; unawed by any form of trial and suffering, in
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the cause of his devotion. His labors were soon appreciated by his
Church, and the SociETY oF Jesus became a mighty engine, before whose
“ Power” not only temporal princes, but the Popes themselves were more
than once forced to bow ! Its secrecy, from first to last—and it still ex-
ists in our midst—has defied investigation ; and its unscrupulous means
have only been surpassed by the devoted spirit of its members. It has
been well observed by some writer, that * Luther and Loyola represent
progress and check, march and countermarch, action and reaction, in the
same epoch of the ecclesiastical world.”

Here then we have a grand instance of a society claiming and exercis-
ing * Power” in the most extensive meaning of the word ; an exercise,
which must always, we hold, be illegal, unchristian, and, pationally re-
garded, unconstitutional. Of such claims and such usurping action, Ma-
soxxy knows, and can know, nothing. Our O=rDER is based upon princi-
ples of benevolence, of brotherly love, of loyalty, and of obedience to
the * powers that be.” No man, who is false to any of these great prin-
ciples, can any longer lay claim to the title of Masox. “Influence,”
then, is all that we aspire to, or have the means of exercising ; and if we
are true to our principles, we shall not only be perfectly content with that
sphere of effort, but recognize the deep and enduring wisdom which has
resied our Institution on so firm and rock-like a foundation. We can,and
we are bound to, exercise that ¢ Influence” for the moral, intellectual,
spiritual and temporal benefit of our Brethren of every rank, and race,
and clime, without distinction of politics, party, or religion. And surely,
in a world so full of sorrow and of suffering as this, no greater or more
glorious field of exertion could be offered to any man or Brotherhood of
men! While others may wrangle and contend for the possession of
earthly pomp and ¢ Power,” our ¢ Influence,” uncaptivated and unseduced
by these gauds and vain shows of the transient and the temporal, claims
for itself the loftier and brighter realm of that CraRITY, which is ETER-
sat—which ever lives, and moves, and acts in the solemn and sanctified

conviction that
¢ All mankind are brothers,
Our God their Father too!”

Tap Cmizr ConszrvaTor's Wess-Preston RituaL.—We return our thanks to
R. W. Bro. , a Past Grand Officer of Illinois, for the Chief Conservator’s se-
eret work. The book contains 135 pages, is well arranged, and is accompanied by
1* Vocabolary,” which enables any one, Mason or otherwise, to read it. We are
also in possession of * A Digest of the Regulations of the Association,” and other im-
portant documents, which we may feel compelled hereafter to give our readers the
benefit of, especially as we do not believe ¢ Its aims are holy, and the blessing of
God will not be wanting if we,” (the Conservator and his aids,) ** work in faith.”
‘ The Colburntor'n ra” is a novelty in the way of almanac making.—N. Y.

ourier. .
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STROLLS AMONG THE WORKMEN.
NO. 9.
Dear BrotHErR Moore—

I TaINK you act wisely in repudiating all responsibility for the opinions of your
correspondents. If you should eelect from the budget only those which coincide
with your views, others would probably be rejected deserving a more deliberate
consideration. A diligent investigation of any subject is profitable. It is impos-
sible to trammel the mind ; thoughts shoot out meteor like ; not at random, bat
to a given point; not in flashes, but with a steady penetrating light, making their
impress deep and lasting upon the mind. So long as we find men with minds
of different structure and differently tutored, so long may we expect to find a
dissimilitude of ideas and impressions. Even where the same object is to be
obtaioed, it is often reached through various, and sometimes opposite channels.
Hence it seems judicious, at least, to let every phase of a subject appear, be the
medium what it may. As it is, many of our industrious Craflsmen, who are in
search of light, find themselves bewildered in perplexing labyrinths, in conse-
quence of the imperfect manner in which they have been instructed in the nsa-
ges and principles of the Institution.

In & former communication I have said, that it is the duty of every Mason to
keep inviolate Masonry’s land-marks, which give foundation to the Order, and so
far as may be practicable, to retain the old form of ritual and Lodge government.
Tt is our duty to do so, regardless of the peculiar spirit of the age in which we
live. We are necessarily bronght into contact with notions azd opinions as vari-*
ous as the tints of the rainbow ; and if they are not all equally beautiful and har-
monious, they are, for the most part, set forth with an equal honesly of purpose.
We may, then, safely and with propriety give them a careful and impartial ex-
amination, while we need only adopt such as accord with our own judgment and
sense of duty. As no one else js responsible for my opinions, and as they carry
with them no authority, and no weight beyond their own force and the truths
they convey, I may, without presuming tco much, venture my views in regard
to the peculiarities of Freemasonry and its principles, even though phases be pre-
sented in old usages and discipline hitherto unuoticed by the Cralfl,

From what I have gathered during my rambles about the Temple, it seems to
me that many of the Brethren err in what constitutes an offence, for which the
Master of a Lodge may be tried, and the tribunal competent to take cognizance
of a simple moral offence. Instances have accurred in which parties have sus-
tained irreparable injury, through the instrumentality of newly installed Grand
officers, who have failed to discriminate in these particulars. However, these
blunders do not often occur ; when they do, the recoil is likely to come back up-
on the officer, who expnses an ignorance of Masonic discipline wholly incom-
patible with the position he occupies. But these errors are not confined to the
ignorant. There are instances in which better informed Masons entertain such
acute sensibility regarding the peculiarilies of a Master’s relationship to his
Grand Lodge, that they are often led away, by their fastidious notions, into the
same mistakes.

A Master may be tried by the Grand Lodge for malfeasance in office, and for
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some other strictly Masonic offences, but he cannot be made amenable for social
and personal immoralily ; neither can a Grand Lodge exercise original jurisdic-
tion over cases where the offender can be tried by his own Lodge. Nor can i,
under any circumstances, inflict a degree of punishinent exceeding a suspension
fiom office, or expulsion from its own body. At the end of which term he may
be tried by his Lodge for any moral offence committed while in office, but not
for any official act. The functions of a Grand Lodge are variously estimated, and
are limited 10 a greater or less degree, according to the views of the Brethren in
their respectivs localities. They possess certain inherent rights of which they
cannot be deprived ; some of these, however, have been given up and resigned
into the hands of subordinate Lodges. Their judicial powers consist in setiling
matters of controversy which may arise between subordinate Lodges, or between
the members of different Lodges, and the enforcement of discipline upon its own
members and the Lodges under its jurisdiction, and upon individual Masons. Tis
appellate powers embrace all matiers of controversy and discipline, arising in
Lodges, and over which it has not original jurisdiction.

I find in the printed transactions of the Grand Lodge of New York, that there
was an altempt made to force the body to assume original jarisdiction in the case
of a Past Master, who was a member of the Body, and who was brought op
there upon some alleged offence. Upon mature reflection, the ecase wus sent to
Lis Lodge by the fullowing resolution, which clearly sets forth the doctrine, that
a Grand Lodge cannot properly exercise original jurisdiction in the triul of Breth-
ren who are amenable 10, and can be tried by, their Lodge :—

“ Resolved, That this Grand Lodge ought not to exercise -original jurisdiction
fo try a member of a subordinate Lodge who is in good standing, and who is not
acting in hostility to the Order, Constitution and jurisdiction of this Graud Lodge,
for any Masonic offence against this Grand Lodge, when such member is snbject
fotrial by the subordinate Lodge to which he belongs.”

If a Grand Lodge, then, has not original jurisdiction for the trial of Masons
amenable to their own Lodge, where is the line drawn which brings offenders
within the scope of its judicial jurisdiction? It is certain that there are some
parties who are within its judiciary limite, and over whom it holds a control, and
some offences which are obnoxivus to its Jaws ; I should judge, that to bring it
withia the cognizance of the Grand Lodge, it must be a simple Masonic, or an
official offence, or for indecorum in presence of the Grand Lodge.

Although I may believe that a Master is not accountable to the Grand Lodge for
his moral conduct, I am very far from sympathizing with the views of those who,
in my estimation, possess a morbid sensibility regarding his prerogatives.
There is no doubt but that he is clothed wiih powers sufficiently ample to pre-
ven! encroachments upon his own privileges, as well as innovations upon the
ueages and customs of the Order; but in their anxiety to attribute to the office
all ihat it is entitled to, the Brethren exceed the limits circumscribed by the
rules of the Institution, and accord to it powers belonging more appropriately to
a0 auloerat. The Master of a Lodge holds an important position; he has a
special charge of a body of Masuns, in some instances equaling in numbers

wme Grand Lodges. He is elevated to that post by the free sufferages of his
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Brethren, and is presumed o possess all the gualifications necessary for eo dis-
tinguished an office. The Grand Lodge lays him under heavy obligations to
perform his labors as a Master should do. [t possesses the right of subjecting
him to Masonic discipline for a neglect of any duties imposed by the office, and as
he is not amenable to, nor can be tried by his own Lodge for any offence, either
moral or Masonic, the Grand Lodge holds him personally responsible for his
official faithfulness, and the constilutional working of his Lodge ; but I know of
no rule, either written or unwritten, that makes him amenable o any power for
his moral conduct, In maintaining these views I do not mean to convey the
idea that a Master cannot be suspended from office by the Grand Master should
his conduct be such as to bring a reproach upon the Institution. But should this
power be exercised it would be one of those exireme cases which receives its
justification alone, from its enormity, and & necessity for its immediate notice.

There is evidently a similarity between the prerogatives of a Grand Master and
those of a Master. The limits of the one embrace a State jurisdiction, while the
other is confined within the pale of a subordinate Lodge,—but both possess
absolute power within their respective jurisdictions. They are both responsible
to the Grand Lodge for a proper fulfiliment of their duties. It is true there is no
law requiring a Grand Master to answer for delinquencies, either social or official,
while a Master finds one to bring him forthwith to the bar for a violation of the
latter oftence; nor may a formal enactment ever become necessary to meet the
case of a Grand Master’s short comings. It is a significant fact, and as gratula-
tory as it is remarkable, that of those who have been exalted to the zenith of
Masonic official glory, no one, either in this or in any other country—that I am
aware of —has so demeaned himself as to require an especial act of degradation
at the hands of his Brethren. Some may have transcended their powers and
others descended to acts unbecoming their lofty position, but so far, the Craft
have never deemed it necessary to take any steps, either to degrade their Grand
Master or to defend themselves from usurpation or tyranny. That they never
have done so, is no reason why a case may not arise making it imperative upon
the Craft to resort to it. But whether there should be or not, it is evidently in
their power 10 do so. This right is also established from the fact, that it is the
custom, in some Grand Lodges, for a standing committee to report upon the
acts of the Grand Master for the past year—I have seen from that source com-
mendatory resolutions. If they can approve they can condemn. N

Although a Grand Master may not be brought under discipline, the same
privilege does not extend to other Grand officers, not excepting Deputy Grand
Masters ; all may be arraigned for an offence committed in their official ca.
pacity, unless they are acting under a special order from the Grand Master.
They and the Master and Wardens of a subordinate Lodge may be suspended
from office, for the time being, at the will and pleasure of the Grand Master.
But it is doubtful whether either of them can be tried by the Grand l.odge for a
purely moral offence.

As [ have extended these remarks to the usual length of a number, I will re-
serve for the next, what I conceive to be the offences for which a Master can be
tried by a Grand Lodge.

Yours, truly and fraternally, D.
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FREEMASONRY IN SCOTLAND.

Tax Grand Lodge of Scotland celebrated the festival of St. Andrew, their patron,
on Monday, Dec. 2d, His Grace the Duke of Atholl, G. M., being absent in France,
enjoying theshospitality of the French Emperor.

he Grand Lodge was opened by the Depute Grand Master, when the office
bearers were installed.

After the installationt, he Grand Lodge proceeded to the Hall to celebrate the day,
when two bundred and fifty members sat down to the banquet. .

During the evening the following song, composed by Bro. James Ballantine,
Grand Bard, was sung : )

Air—"** Blythe, blythe and merry are we.’
Come gather round the cosy hearth,
And let us chant a canty lay—
For Scottish hearts, ower a’ the earth,
Are blythe upon St. Andrew’s Day.
Since that gude Saint, in days o’ yore,
Led forth our sires in battle fray,
And won for Scotland deathless gloir,
A’ Scotsmen bless St. Andrew’s Day.
Come, then, brither, join wi' brither,
Lilt and sing a’ blithe and gay ;
Linked in holy love thegether,
Blessings on St. Andrew’s Day.

In every clime, in every land,
On every shore, on every sea,
Far, far frae Scotland’s rugged strand,
- Are members of her millions three—
Parts of her small, but matchless band,
Men born the world to teach and sway,
All bound together heart and hand,
By Scotland and St. Andrew’s Day.
Come, then, &c.

Now France and Scotland form anew
Their league of friendship as of yore,
And in the forest of St. Cloud,
They hunt the stag and spear the boar.
And Atbholl’'s Lord and France's King
Now twine the olive with the bay ;
While thiatles linked with lilies spring
To grace dear auld St. Andrew’s Day.
Come, then, &ec.

And here within this regal hall,

With dear St. Andrew shriued on high,
We'll cherish deep the pledge we all

Have made beneath yon radient eye.
And may the holy star of love

Light up our hearts with genial ray,
And Mason aye to Mason prove

True brithers on St. Andrew’s Day.

Come, then, &c.
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THE GRAND LODGE OF NEW JERSEY.
New Jersey, Jan. 27th, 1862.

Dear Bro. Moore:—Our Grand Lodge met in Annual Commynication on
the 22ud inst., and aftcr a pleasant, calm meeling, il closed in the same spirit
of harmony which really characterized its deliberations. I like a little more
animation, an occasional dash of spice in debate. When prudently introduced,
it never leaves any evil traces. Nearly all the Lodges were represented and
the Grand Master had the gratification of delivering his most excellent Address,
(or Report as we choose to call it) to a full Lodge, and appreciative brotherhood.
His tecnicality in Masonic etiquelte and svavity of manners naturally drew to-
wards him our respect and admiration. The same may be said of our indefati-
gable Grand Secretary, whose long continuance in office indicates the high esti-
mation in which he is held by the fraternity. The Grand Master's Address
was confined principally to local matters.

The first subject of interest demanding the atiention of the body, was the pe-
tition of certain Brethren for a warrant, for a Lodge, to work in the French Rite.
This was finally rejected, after a prouacted deliberation, During the considera-
tion of the subject, it was represented that there was but little or no difference
between the ritual of the French Rite and that of the York Rite, and yet the
parties interested, pertinaciously refused 10 accept a warrant, unless that peculiar
privilege was secured to them and expressed in the Warrant. The feeling of
the Grand Lodge seemed 10 favor the prayer, and it would have been granted,
had not the Regulations of the Grand Lodge prevented it,

It has ever been the custom in this jurisdiction to iustall the Officers of Lodges
working under a Dispensation. The Grand Master deeming this practice at
variance with the general usages of the Cralt, and wholly inconsisteut with the
teachings of the Order, omitted the cusiom, I believe, entirely during the past
year. One of our old Lodges took exceplions to this inroad upon the old cus-
toms of New Jersey, and resisted it by Resolutions, and in refusing admission to
the Masler of one of these Lodges, 1o one of their Lodge Meetings. The Grand
Master first drew the attention of the Grand Lodge to the subject, but it coming
also through the medium of this Lodge, seemed greaily 1o euhance its interest.
A judicious Committee, however, quietly setiled the matier by cordially sustain-
ing the position taken by the Grand Master, and kindly reproving the Lodge,
which report met the general approval of the body.

A much more interesting question arose in the case of a Lodge being unable
—according to the views of some of the members—to fix a degree of punish-
ment upon a delinquent member, commensnrate with the offence committed.
It seems that the Master perceiving the impracticability of the Lodge ever
reaching the required number of votes necessary 1o punish a member, and wish-
ing to relieve the Lodge of the dilemma, assumed the respousibility of fixing
the penalty himself, and upon his ipse dizit, expelled the offender! It was this
extraordinary assumption of power which brought the case to the Grand Lodge,
but this was not the point of iuterest, or of any very great solicitude, as the error
was loo palpable to apprehend any danger from it. ‘The viial feature in the
case was rather shadowed by the subject just disposed of. The Lodge, in sub-.
mitting the matter to the Grand Lodge, aimed more to correct the error of the
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Master than to draw attention to the action of the Lodge which induced it, but on
investigating the case, it naturally presented itself to the Committee and was by
them introduced in their Report, and the doctrine at the same time set forlh that
the Grand Lodge has the right to enter a Lodge and exercise original judicial
jurisdiction in individual cases of moral delinquency; of course, bringing the
case immediately to its own bar. It is the adoption of this sentiment, by the
Grand Lodge, which encircles the case with such vital consequences.

There is no doubt that this doctrine is correct, so far as it may be applica-
ble 1o Lodges for their acts, and Masters for their official conduect, but the idea of
establishing the principle that the limited precincts of our Temple may be in.
vaded, by any power, and a member of our circle violently torn from the horns
of the Altar, is repugnant to every principle of justice and of individual and
Lodge rights. In my readings of Masonic history, the impression has been left
upon my mirud, that after the year 1717, when Lodges generally received a per-
manent identity by a Warrant of Constitution, that the General Assembly had
confirmed the individual Lodges in certain inherent and indefeasible rights and
privileges which are perpetuated to this day, and are a part of those things incor-
porated into the Masonic existence of every individual made a Freemason ; that
these rights and privileges are vesied in, and belong exclusively to, Lodges of
Free and Accepled Masons ; nor is there any legitimate power existing to deprive
them of these privileges, or any portion of them, so long as they possess an un-
revoked Charter or Warrant, and which they may properly claim to hold while
they keep within the well defined limits of the Masonie Land-marksand Con-
sitations. I had supposed that among the rights and privileges sought for upon
entering and passing from one degree to another, were those of selecting our
own associales; contiolling our own personal and fraternal relationships; of
weighing the moral positiun of those we were receiving among us, by our own
balances, and of determining by our own motion, who are and who are not suitable
persons to be var Masonic Brothers and Fellows. I had been laboring under the
honest conviction, that Lodges and Grand Masters too, had both of them exist-
ence anterior 1o the conception and organization of Grand Lodges; that the
latter received their vitality, power and strength and the germ of perpetuity,
from individual Masonic Lodges. At this time no Grand Lodge can be formed
or beld together with a less number thaa the Representatives of three of these
Lodges, eo that their very existence to-day depends upon the will of those whose
rights they seem disposed to invade. There was a period in this country when
the present form of relationship did not exist between Grand and subordinate
Lodges, that connect them now. The former held a Provincial Charter from,
and were dependent upon, Grand Lodges of other Countries. Afier our Revo-
lntionary struggle the Craft in the several States, knowing that they rightfully
possessed the germ of existence and perpetuity, determined to dissolve the trib-
vtary connection which they then held to the mother Grand Lodges of Europe,
which they did do, and formed themeelves into Independent Grand Lodges,
through Coaventions consisting of Representatives from the respeclive Lodges
then in existence, the jurisdiction of each Grand Lodge being the territorial lim-
its of a State, with the privilege of piercing Territories wheie no Grand Lodge
existed. To these Bodies the Lodges surrendered iheir old Warrants aud ob-
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1ained new ones in rteturn, that they might bear the same relationship to each
other in this country that the Lodges hold in England to the Grand Lodge there.
There was no surrendering of rights and privileges beyond those placed in the
custody of the Grand Lodge in 1717. Those portions of these rights of the
Lodges which were not surrendered—and that more than they seem disposed to
take advantage of—should ever be held dear and sacredly enshrined on the Al-
tar of every Lodge. While upon this subject allow me to say, that we were
informed—of course it was believed—that our Grand Lodge differed materially
from those in the other jurisdiotions, in that, it was organized by a convention of
Masons, and not by Lodges, as others had been; and therefore it possessed pe-
culiar powers and privileges, and of course could try members of Lodges, As
there was no time for particulars, we could not understand, to our satisfaction, how
this was, and shall have to beg you to inform us, of this jurisdiction, who sare
really seeking information, how, and in what particulars the organization of our
Grand Lodge differs from all other Grand Lodges and possesses attributes of a
higher Order than they do.

The Grand Lodge declined issuing Travelling or Army Farranis ; also de-
clined introducing the system of honorary membership in the jurisdiction. The
M. W, Isaac Van Wagoner was re-elected Grand Master, and the R. W. Jos. H.
Hough, re-elected Grand Secretary.

I remain, dear Brother, yours, truly and fraternally, —

=

A SWINDLER AMONG THE ODD FELLOWS.

ABout three weeks sgo, Benjaman Wright made application to the members of
Hudson Lodge, I. O. of O. F., of Jersey City, for relief, and was very kindly al-
lowed to make known his condition before a meeting of the Lodge. He stated that
he lately escaped from the South, where he had property, which was confiscated be-
cause he was a Northerner, and would not take up arms against the United States.
His statement was 8o plausible that the members became warmly interested in his
welfare, and accordingly contributed the sum of $10 for his benefit. The fol-
lowing day the Lodge received information from a member of the Order, residing
in Newark, denouncing him as an impostor. Wright wes accordingly arrested,
sent to the Hudson county jail, and indicted by the grand jury. His trial came
off recently, the accused pleading his own case, but the evidence was so strgng
against him that the jury found bim guilty. The grand jury of Essex county also
indicted him for swindling one of the Lodges in Newark, and he was tried last
week, found guilty, and sentenced by Judge Haines for two years in the State
prison. The accused will also be sentenced by Judge Ogden, in the course of two
weeks. Wright for the past ten years has made it a practice to travel through the
various States, and has succeeded in victimizing the Lodges wherever he has made
application for assistance.

Masonry has its full share of these strolling vagabonds—indeed more than its
share —for there is scarcely a week passes that we do not read of their swindling
operations in the intenor towns, The above furnishes a good example of the
proper treatrnent for them, and we sincerely hope there will be no backward-
ness in applying it whenever and wherever they show themselves.
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ROBERT BURNS.

Evxryrmine in relation to the life and character and memory of Burns, pos-
sesres a peculiar interest to the members of the Masonic Fraternity, whose
Brother he was, and for whom he ever manifested, in his life, the warmest affec-
tion, and has bequeathed to them, as the product of his poetic genius, an im-
perishable memorial of his love. We offer no apology, therefore, for transfer-
ring to our pages the following interesting notice of the death of one of his
earliest friends, from the Edinburgh Scotsman, of December last :—

DEATH OF WALTER GLOVER, CONTEMPORARY OF BURNS.

Walter Glover, known as the carrier between Dumfries and Edinburgh in the
time of Burns, died on Sunday last, at Ferneyside, in his native parish of Liber-
ton,—an extraordinary example of longevity, being in his 104th year, having been
born July 18th, 1758. Of late there have been recorded the deaths of persons
from seventy to fourscore years, who were able to say that when children they
had seen onr great national bard ; but here was a man who was born before the
poet bimself, and had frequent occasion to meet and converse with him—a recol-
lection the old man warmly treasured. When Burns was exciseman at Dum-
fries, ram was extensively imported there, and Glover was frequently employed
to convey it to Edinburgh. The permits on these occasions required to be signed
by the poet, and contingent on the arrival of the vessel, these documents were
often required either at a very late or a very early hour. Glover was wont to
state, as a proof of Burns’s regularity and business habits, that sometimes when
he used to apologize for disturbing him at these untimely hours, the poet said—
“ Walter, it is but my duty, and never hesitate at any hour to call on me to do it.”
Glover and his connection with Burns were thus alluded to at the Great Cen-
tenary Meeting in Edinburgh, 25th January, 1859 :—The chairman (Lord Ard-
millan) said—* I understand that we have now present among us in this great as-
semblage the only man who saw the day which this day celebrates—one man
alone, when generations have been swept to their graves, lives to be present now
who lived when Burns was born. There is a man in this room who is now
more than 100 years of age—(loud oheers)—who was alive when the poet Borns
was born, and who personally knew that immortal man. He is here in this room
—Mr. Walter Glover—who was the carrier between Dumfries and Edinburgh in
the days of Burns, who has seen Burns, whose eye has met the eye of Burns,
whoee voice has met the voice of Burns, whose ear has heard the words of
Burps.” (Loud Cheers.) Mr. Walter Glover then ascended the platform
amidst loud cheers, and to the amazement of the audience, 1ecited *“Tam
o’Shaater” from beginning 1o end with a strong voice, and with ¢ due emphasis
and discretion.” Till within the last twelvemonths, this memorable old man was
in the habit of walking frequently to Edinburgh—a distance of between three
and four miles; and his chief enjoyment was sitling by the fireside playing his
fiddle, which he did with considerable ekill. Within the last two years, he
wrote out the poem of “ Tam o’Shanter” in a bold, steady legible hand, amazingly
like the poet's handwriting, and this was done without the aid of spectacles,
For the last few months, Time has been laying his inexorable hand upon him,
but very gently, and he retained possession of his facullies, his memory espe-
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cially, to the very last, It is only @ month ago that he was heard to relate with
great unction eome of his humorous stories, and 10 make some shrewd observa-
tions on present and passing events. He was a great reader—an enjoyrent of
which his failing sight neatly deprived him during the last year ; and he had the
rare gift of remembering every remarkable eveut he had seen, beard, or read of
since he was three years old.

THE LAST MORSEL.—A MASON'S WIDOW.

ALL that remained of the last loaf of bread, which widow M -—=—— could call
her own, was upon the table. Where the next moreel of food was to come from
was a question to which the widow, herself, could not give a ready response.
Three little children looked up with love and trust into her face, and called her
“mother.” For six months she had pruvided as best she coulil, for thejr many
necessities, with her own feeble hands ; but health and strength failing—a severe
pain in her chest prevented her from working so hard. Added to this, but little
sewing was to be obtained, and for that little the remuneration was scanty—a
pittance. What was she and her three fatherless little ones to do?

It was a bright day. The gladness of Nature was a mockery to her heart. She
placed her children around the board—and leaving her humble abode, she hied
herself to Greenwood. Tears streamed down her pallid cheeks, as she trod the
well worn track to her husband’s last resting place. The widow started when she
caught sight of a white slab, newly erected, at the head of her companion’s grave.
It was an honor she had long yearned to pay his memory, but she lacked the
means. Who had fulfilled her wishes 8o exactly? She pressed forward and
read— SACRED TO THR MEMORY

s of
Who died greatly beloved by
All who knew him,

In the thirtyihird year of
his age,

Near the top was carved a Masonic emblem. This was the only solution to
the mystery. The woman knelt upon the sod, and blessed the widows’ God for
this token of His mercy. * Surely,” she thought and murmured half aloud, * these
who have been so mindful of the mouldering ashes of the dead, will not be en-
tirely unmindful of the welfare of the living.”

A strong confidence was born in her heart. She arose and retraced her steps.

“Mamma,” said one of the little ones, tottering towards her as she approached
the door, ‘““a man came here just now, and left & whole basket full of nice things,
which ke says was sent to us, but he would not say who sent them. There are
meat, and bread, and tea, and sugar, and I doo’t know what all! Haven’t we got
kind friends, mamma? Now you wont look sad any more.”

Sure enongh the widow found her pressing necessities relieved, and supplies
were sent to her from time to time, and still continue to be so sent.

Who were her self-constituted guardians? Attend the Reunion of Excelsior
Lodge on Thursday next, and see if they are not Freemasons.—N. Y. Saturday
Courter.
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ADDRESS,
Delivered before Geneseo Lodge, A. F. A. M., on the 26th of December, 1861, by P. M.
Walter Smith.
PUBLISHED BY REQUEST OF THE LODGE.

My BrerrrEN :—In retiring from the station wherein you have been pleased by
your sufferages to place me, a sense of duty, as well as gratitude, impels me to
acknowledge your kindness and respect in sustaining me in the performance of
the various daties which have been imposed upon me.

And permit me to congratulate you on the harmony and good feeling which,
with few exceptions, have prevailed at the communications of this Lodge during
the period I have had the honor of presiding over your deliberations. On this
occasion, also, it being probably the last and only opportunity of addressing you
as Master of this Lodge I may ever enjoy, permit me to urge upon your conside-
ration the great objects of the Masonic Institution. The great ends in view are
to make men better and happier. In promoting these objects, contributing to the
wants and alleviating the sufferings of the body, embrace the least of Masonic
duties.

Enlightening the understanding, cultivating the mental faculties, and improv-
ing the moral virtues of men, and teaching them their duties and relations to
each other, in connection with their religious obligations, embarace the greater
and more important duties of Masons,

As individuals, we are taught to improve our powers aod faculties in a manner
effectually to advance our own good, and to contribute to the happiness and pros-
perity of others. Collectively as a body, or society of men, we are to unite our
energies, not only in promoting the happiness of each other, and the prosperity of
the Masonic Institution, but in alleviating human woe—in expelling ignorance
and moral darkness and diffusing light and happiness. The observance of ceremo-
nies, putting on badges and adhering to ancient rites and usages, will alone
never constitute the true and upright Mason—our duty to ourselves as individuals
teaches us, in the first place, to hold in the highest veneration, the All-Wise,
Bountiful and Supreme Architect of the Universe—from whom cometh every
good and perfect gift—and to feel our entire dependence upon Him, and to culti-
vate the powers and faculties with which he bas endowed us in the best possible
manner, Jopping off all excrescences from the heart—stifling unhallowed desires
and vicious propensities—banishing from our bosoms, pride, ill will, hatred, mal-
ice and revenge, and in cultivating humility, gentleness and pure love—direct-
ing all our energies to the promotion of the greatest happiness. By our duty to
each other, we are tanght to love our Brethren, to be charitable and kind, allevi-
ating their sofferings and contributing to their wants, to be tender of their charac-
ter and reputations, suggesting in their behalf the most candid, favorable circum-
stancesv—and are they justly reprehended, we are bound to let the world know
how Masons love one another.

How far, as Masons, we live up to these duties, you, my Brethren, can judge.
Looking abroad and beholding the heart burnings, animosities and contentions,
which are too common among Masons, and the vile ineasures not unfrequently

19
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taken by Masons to slander their Brethren, and by falsehood to destroy their fame
to the total disregard of all the most sacred Msaonic obligations, the heart of
every true Mason sickens within him, whilst he turns disgusted with the name
of Masonry. But there is a redeeming spirit in the institution—its principles are
correct, founded upon a broad aud liberal basis. Let every worthy Brother be
taught to reform one. Call back the Brethren to first principles—banish all dis-
sensions—cut off all unworthy disorderly members—set your faces against all ir-
regular habits and vicious practices, never suffer party contentions of any de-
scription to have a place among you. Be more cautious with respect to your initi-
ations—be more zealous and persevering in increasing the virtues, usefulness
and respectability of your members. Let your Lodge be what in fact it ought to
be—a band of Brothers, among whom no unfraternal contention should ever exist
“ but that noble contention, or rather emulation, who best can work and best
agree.”

‘* A Mason is obliged, by his tenure, to obey the moral 1sw.” This is the lan-
guage of one of the earliest regulatious of Masonry. It embodies the first
principle—the corner-stone of the institution. It lies at the foundation. Remove
it, and the superstructure falls to the ground,  mass of worthless ruins. Remove
it, and you convert the Masonic Lodge into a den of thieves—a receptacle
for the vile and vicious—a resort for the drunkard and the blasphemer. Nay,
more than this, you drive Masonry to the necessity of becoming the endorser of
the character of the depraved and worthless who may gain access within its sa-
cred retreats ; you reduce Masonry to the level and companionship of vice. No!
our old gray headed institution has enough to sorrow for in the character of its
members; but, thank God, it has no such principle to answer for. Its precepts
are true and holy, whatever the lives of its members may be. Disbelievers in
the divine mission of our Saviour would be no more out of place as communi-
cants in a christian church, than are immoral men in a Masonic Lodge. If a
belief in the Son of God be the tneure of christianity, so obedience to the * moral
law,” is the condition on which every Mason holds his Masonry. A violation of
this condition is a sufficient cause for expulsion from the Lodge, as his avowal of
infidelity would be for his exclusion from the Christian Communion. His immo-
rality vitiates the tenure by which he holds his Masonry, the condition on which
he received it, and on which alone he can rightfully claim or be permitted to en-
joy its benefits or participate in its ceremonies.

If it be asked what it is that obligates or compels a Mason to do these things
enjoined upon him by these ancient laws, I reply, his moral sense, his honor, his
solemn pledge voluntarily assumed, his innate sense of truth. Because to do
these things is right in and of itself, and because he has irrevocably bound him-
self to do them.

But if he does them not—if he violate any or all the laws that are here en-
joined, what penalty is appropriate to his case? FEvidently one corresponding
with the purposes of the institution, with its deference to public law and order,
and the laws of God—one of strictly moral character, reprimand, suspension, or ez-

pulsion, by which he may be cast back to the place from which we mistakenly
_attempted to raise him.
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Bat suppose this moral sense is not in him, that he is not an honorable man ?
8o that the legitimate penalties of the Order will not reach him to touch his seared,
bardened conscience, what then remains for an outraged society? Nothing,
nothiog bat patience. He is to be left to a tribunal that has reserved vengeance
and fisal action to itself.

The laws of Masonry justify no physical penalties under any circumstances.
What unerring criterion is given to test the genuineness of a Masonic obligation ?
I answer three rules are given us—its concordance with the spirit of the Ancient
Charges—with the general duty every individual owes to his God, his country
and himself—and with the written word of God. What Scriptural foundation
have we for oaths as obligations in Masonry ? Answer, the various covenants
of the Patriarchs, Prophets and Apostles, made in general, with Solomon’s ap-
pealsto God. Read the opening clause in King Solomon’s dedication prayer, &c.
Upon these are predicated the universal practice of substantiating legal evidence
by oaths.

The tenure of Freemasonry is that which holds its votaries to it, and binds
them irrevocably to one another. It is a cord that both binds and draws—a bond
indissoluble, yet to a Brother first prepared in heart, “a yoke that is easy and a
burden that is light.” The tenure is likewise the consideration, condition or ser-
vice which he gives the Fraternity into which he has been admitted as a member
—or the tribute by which he acknowledges his subjection to it.

The Masonic emblem of the Shoe, with other syinbols, implies a full relio-
quishment of all things that do not interfere with a man’s duty to his God, his
country and himself. This relinquishment fits him for the moral cable tow or
tenure of the moral or Masonic law,

“ No human beiog will ever govern himself well who has not first learned to
submit to the government of others.” The Masonic tenure is a subject fraught
with the deepest interest to the Masonic Fraternity. That there is an obligation
binding each member, has never been disputed. Indeed, the enlightened Brother
glories in bis bond. For it is one evidence, among others, of his faith in the ex-
istence of truth as an ornament to the human character ; of his belief in the ex-
istence of a God who will vindicate his own honor when assailed by perjury; of
his repndiation of the unnatural sentiment that an individual can exist independ-
ently of the aid and sympathy of his fellows; and of his willingness to subumit to
any sacrifices or sufferings that pertain to them. A Mason is bound by his
tenure—tbere is no escape from him but in the refuge of moral treason and per-
jury. He is bound for all his days—so long as the principles of Masonry (mo-
rality) exist —so long as Diety exists, this obligation exists. He is obliged with
all his powers—the wants of those whom he is associated himself, poverty, hard
tenuiptations, mental distress and the like, will always demand his utmost ability
to relieve them, so far as that ability is not prevented by prior duties to God or
bimself. He is obliged with all willingness. His own free will and accord bav-
ing led him into these bonds ; an opinion long favorable to Masonry having pro-

moted the action, and a desire to do good to mankind being the foundation, he
will find in the institution all that he sought for—viz: opportunity to do good, to
bonor God, {and to improve his own heart; and this will establish his precon-
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ceived impression of the royal Art and make him a willing subject under the
tenure of Masonry.

Is the Masonic cable-tow measured by miles? No! It. is measured only
by ability, and the estimate is properly made by each man’s own conscience. If
one is shorter than another, it is because Providence has dispensed temporal
boonties, such as wealth, talents, &c., in different proportions. Each member of
the Masonic Fraternity is supposed to be the proper judge of his own cable-tow,
but if he rightly reckons its length, it will comprehend in its sweep all that space
which God gives him ability to cover.

Like other branches of learning and science, Masonry, to be understood and
appreciated, must be studied. A knowledge of the subject cannot be acquired
in a day or a week. The teachnicalities of ritual may be learned, but the ritual
is only the alphabet; and unfortunately, it is too often but imperfectly taught.
Even in this important respect, many intelligent Brethren are too ready to adopt
the vagaries of ignorance, and to follow the lead of inexperienced and incompe-
tent guides.

It cannot be expected that in any Society there will be a perfect accord and
congeniality of minds, of tastes, and of morals, Hence differences will sometimes
arise, and if conducted with good temper and candor, will rarely expand into
convulsions, Wolves will sometimes intrude into the flock, and bad men under
the cloak of goodness, will frequently insinuate themselves into the most excel-
lent aseociations. In all associations of men there are perturbed and uneasy
spirits, who scatter discord and whom “no command can rule or council teach,”
who create disturbance wherever they move. It is no easy task to withstand the
arts of hypocrites and the acts of incendiaries. If our society has suffered under
such influences, it participates in the fate of all assemblies of men; and the feuds
which sometimes distract its tranquility, are as often the off-spring of well mean-
ing and over-weening zeal as of perverse and evil designs.

That Freemasonry is sometimes perverted and applied ta the acquisition of
political ascendancy, of unmerited charity, and convivial excess cannot be dis-
puted ; but this is not the fault of the institution, for it inculcates an entire ex-
emption from all political and religious controversy. It enforces the virtues of
industry and temperance, and it proscribes all attempts to gratify ambition and
cupidity, or to exceed the bounds of temperance and convivial enjoyments, under
its shade or through its instrumentality. In lifting the mind above the dungeon
of the body, it venerates the grateful odor of plain and modest virtue, and pa-
tronizes those endowments which elevate the human character, and adapt it to
the high enjoyments of another and better world.

Time and your patience admonish me to close.

After performing the few remaining duties devolving upon me, I shall most
cheerfully retire—bowing with all due respect to the worthy Brother whom you
shall unitedly select to succeed me in office, carrying with me to the latest period
of my life—a grateful remembrance of your kindness and respect,—while my
ardent desire and unceasing prayer shall be for your individual prosperity and
happiness—for the respectability and happiness of this Lodge, and for the success
and extension of genuine Freemasonry.
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SUPREME COUNCIL 33d, NORTHREN JURIS-
DICTION, U. 8. A.

To prevent fraud and imposition, and that none may plead ignorance, or com-
plain of not having the means in their possession to detect the same, we publish the
following fall and complete list of the Officers, Members, and Sovereign Grand In.
spectors General of the Supreme Council, 33d°, for the Northern Jurisdiction of the
United States, together with the names and location of the Bodies under its jurisdic.
tion.

OFFICERS:—

Hon. Wm. B. Hubbard, Ohio, M. P. Gr. Com. Elect.

Killian H. Van Rensselaer, Ohio, P. Dept. Gr. Com.

William Parkman, Boston, Mass., Gr. Treas. Gen. H. E.

Winslow Lewis, M. D., Boston, Gr. Sec. Gen, H. E.

Rev, Albert Case, Boston, Asst. Gr. Sec. Gen. H. E.

C. R. Starkweather, Chicago, Ili., Gr. Minister of State, and Depaty for Tllinois,
Indians, and Wisconsin.

John Christie, Portsmouth, N. H., Gr. Master of Ceremonies, and Deputy for N.
Hampshire.

Ammi B. Young, Washington, D. C., Gr. Capt. of Guard.

Hon. Archibald Bull, Troy, N. Y., Grand Marshal.

Charles W, Moore, Boston, Mass., Gr. Std. Bearer.

Members and Inspectors Gemeral, residing in this Jurisdiction, and recognized
by this Council ~—
J. J. J. Gourgas, New York, Past M, P. Gr. Com.
Francois Turner, Conn.
N. H. Gould, Deputy for Rhode Island.
A. E. Stocker, Deputy for Penasylvania.
Gea. A. B. Thompson, Deputy for Maine.
W. 8. Garduer, Deputy for Massachusetts.
E. T. Carson, Deputy for Ohio and Michigan.
H. A. Johnson, M. D., Illinois.
George W. Deering, Illinois.
Charles Gilman, Marylacd.

Representatives near this Supreme Council :—
Rev. Albert Case, of Boston, Representative of the Supreme Council of Ireland.
Chas. R. Starkweather, of Chicago, Ill., Representative of the Grand Council of
Mexico. ’
Andres Cassard, of New York, Representative of the Supreme Councils of Vene-
zvela, New Grenada, and Cuba. ’

Names and Location of Subordinate Bodies :—
Bov. Grand Consistory of S. P. R. 8., appendant to this Sup. Council.

Dunlap Grand Lodge of Perfection ; Dunlap Council ; Dunlap Chapter, and Dun-
lap Consistory, Portland Me.

Portsmouth Grand Lodge of Perfection, and Portsmouth Council, Portsmouth,
New Hampshire.

Grand Lodge of Perfection ; Council; Chapter, and Consistory, Lowell, Mass.

Newport Grand Lodge of Perfection; Rhode Island Council ; Rhode Islund
Chapter, and Rhode Island Consistory, Newport Rhode Island.
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Philadelphia Grand Lodge of Perfection; De Joinville Council ; Kilwinning
Cbapter, and Philadelphia Consistory, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Gourgas Grand Lodge of Perfection ; Pittsburgh Council ; Pittsburgh Chapter,
and Pittsburgh Consistory, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Gibulum Grand Lodge of Perfection; Dalcho Council ; Cincinnati Chapter, and
Ohio Consistory, Cincinnati, Ohio.

Eliadah Grand Lodge of Perfection ; Buhurin Council, and Ariel Chapter, Cleave-
land, Ohio.

Cambridge Grand Lodge of Perfection, and Cambridge Council; Cambridge, O.

Van Rensselaer Grand Lodge of Perfection ; 1llinois Council ; Gourgas Chapter,
and Occidental Consistory, Chicago, Illinois.

Detroit Grand Lodge of Perfection, and Michigan Council, Detroit, Michigan.

The Charters of the Bodies heretofore existing in New York have been revoked,
by order of this Sap. Council, and measures will immediately be taken for the estab-
lishing of new ones, of which due notice will be given.

E. A. Raymond and 8. W. Robinson, having ceased to be members of this Sup.
Council, have, we understand, surreptitiously and illegally assumed to confer the
degree of Sov. Gr. Ins. Gen. upon Peter Lawson, ot Lowell, Wm. Field, of Rhode
Island, L. R. Paige, of Cambridge, Mass. and others. Notice is therefore hereby
given to all Sov. Gr. Ins. General, and to the Bodies of the A. and A. Rite every-
where, that the only persons who can or will be recognized within this jurisdiction,
are those whose names are herewith published, as attached to this Supreme Council.

Office of the Grand Sec. General. Boston, Mass., Feb. 5, 1562.

WINSLOW LEWIS, M. D., Ge. Sgc. Gen.

ALBERT CASE, Ass'tr Ge. Sgc. Gen.
Sov. Gr. Ins. Gen. 33d, Sup. Council Northern Juris. U. S. 4.

THE TROUBLES IN THE BOSTON SUPREME
COUNCIL-AN INEFFABLE POPGUN.*

To the most casual reader of the Masonic columns of the Courikr for the past
eighteen months, it must have been apparent that difficulties of a serious nature
had arisen in the jurisdiction of the Northren Sup. Council 33, whose Grand
Eastis at Boston, which, to say the least, were extremely distasteful to every
well wisher of that particular branch of the Institation, and which from the very
circumscribed extent of its jurisdiotion, must prove extremely prejudicial, if not
to its existence, at least to its best interests.

In Aug. last, we published in full the address of Ill. Bro. Raymond, the former
head of the body when united, and then as now the Sov. Grand Commander of
one portion of the disunited Council, whose unity a short time previously had
been dissevered. When we gave to the document which emaunated from that
Brother the benefit of our very extended Masonic circulation, we felt convinced
from the statements put forth in it, that it would receive, as it merited, the atten-
tion of those Illustrious Brethren, denounced by him in such strong language,
as to forbid their remaining silent under the charges hurled against them.

*From the New York Saturdey Evening Courier.
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In the opinion thus formed we have not been disappointed ; for the gauntlet
thrown down by Bro. Raymond has been taken up, snd a series of articles in re-
ply bave, from time to time, emanated from the press, as also in our columns, of
more than ordinary interest, to those attached to the A. and A. Rite.

Prominent among these responses were the able articles published over the sig-
natare of * Delta,” which, for felicity of style, elegance of composition, and close
logical reasoning, proved beyond peradventure that their author was not only tho-
roughly conversant with the subject under discussion, but that by the ability with
which he handled it, an adversary rather difficult to be overthrown. Indeed, so
powerful were his articles, that we have as yet heard of no attempt to set aside
the conclusions naturally to be deduced from them.

The articles of “ Delta’” were more general than specific, and evidently in-
tended to establish, without descending to personalities, the legality of the organ-
ization which had deposed’[ll. Bro. Raymond, and elected another Sov. Grand
Commander in his stead.

Since then, that is in December last, Ill. Bro. Case, formerly as now Ass’®
Grand Sec’y General of the Boston Supreme Council, replied to the specific
charges made against himself and associates, in a pamphlet of 21 pages, a sy-
nopsis of which we published on the 11th ult. In that document the Rev. Bro.
Case fully weant over the grounds of complaint made against him and others by
his former Commander, Ill. Bro. Raymond ; and although his language was
tinged with severity, he exhibited a state of facts which, to our poor comprehen-
sion, entirely relieved himself and the other Ill. Brethren from the odium under
which they rested previous to its publication. His and their good name and fame
demanded the explanation, and the vindication was full and ample, though rather
caustic.

Both ¢ Delta” and Brother Case proved themselves no mean controversionalists,
and we looked forward with no little interest to the appearance of a rejoinder.

“Delia,” however, as we have before stated, to this day, remains unreplied to ;
while, to the exposition of Bro. Case, a reply has been made by Ill. Bro. Char-
les . Wescott, in a pamphlet of eight pages, withoat date, but evidently written
towards the close of last month, which in our opinion, had that Brother consulted
his reputation as a Masonic writer, had better been left unpublished, for it clearly
proves his forte lies elsewhere than in his pen. With those who are satisfied
with bold and bald assertion for argument, it may pass current; bat to the re-
flective mind it is puerile, and utterly fails as a replication.

It is 8o deficient in grammatical construction as to make the novice in the
study of Lindley Murray blush ; its sentences are disjointed, disconnected, illogi-
cal, and too frequently tautological ; its general style bat a slight remove from
the Dick T'urpin, or stand-and-deliver school ; and its closing paragraph a stand-
ing libel apon the courtesies of Masonio literature—the attempt to disguise its
grossness, being but a miserable and contemptible failare, for which no ¢ attone-
ment” could be too full or ample.

Although we read and re-read it, we could not imagine for what earthly pur-
pose it was written, and we hardly think, those in whose behalf it was volan-
teered will thank the author.
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It may possibly be it was too abstruse for our comprehension ; although we
followed the advice of Capt. Edard Cattle, mariner, to Jack Bunsby, and over-
hauled our “hintellec wigerous” to discover a single poiat it made. ThatIIl.
Bro, Wescott had an opinion is evident, but he failed to impress it upon his read-
ers, and we will venture to assert, that opinion was not half so olearly defined,
as was the aforesaid Jack Bunsby’s in relation to the safety of Wally's ship.
¢ Either she is gone down, mind you, or she is not, d’ye see ; now if so be she
is, why 80 ; and if so be she is not, why so0 also, That's my opinion, and I don’t
care who knows it.”

However, as Jacob Faithful said, ¢ better luck next time,” Bro. Wesoott, and
in our opinion you will attain it, if you do nat undertake a job beyond your
ability.

ORDER IN MASONRY.

Ir order was heaven's first law, somebody has said, so has it been Masonry’s
from time immemorial ; for everything among Masons is conduoted with the
most fastidious regard to the priaciples of order and regularity. Whether our
Lodges are convened for labor or refreshment; whether our proceedings take the
form of a public procession, or are conducted in secret, one thing all true Ma-
sons are careful to observe—and that is order.

A Masonic Lodge is the very perfection of order and symmetry ; there is no
confusion there, nor can there be. Down to the minutest thing ; all is arranged
according to rules—rules setiled in the depths of a remote antiquity and handed
down as precious tradition from age to age. Every man has his own place there ;
every fransaction is performed there after its own fixed and appropriate regulation,
and consequently there is no more beautiful spectacle to an eye capable of un-
derstanding the symmetry of things, than is a duly constituted Masonic Lodge.

It has often been a problem to the profane world, how to combine liberty with
authority. Could they but look through the tyled recesses of the sanctuary, they
might behold the problem solved in a Masonic Lodge.

All Masons are on the level of one common and honorable brotherhood ; and
yet we see on every side of us the display of full and even complicated sabor-
dination.

The nod of the Master is that of the Sovereign whose word is law; but there
is not a Brother, however humble, but feels that in that Master he beholds a
Brother. Thus it is, that the Institution as the embodiment of order, exercises so
beneficial an influence on those who have the privilege of access to it; and thus
it is that Masonry may be compared, in its relation to general society, to a noble
Corinthian Column. It is both useful and graceful. Thus the goodly pillar tow-
ers alofl, its glorious capital of foliated oarvings—each having its own place,
each having its appropriate proportions—a thing of beauty in itself, and confer-
ing beauty and inimitable grace on the whole to which it belongs.—Kennebes

Courier,
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BOSTON ENCAMPMENT.
Boston, Feb, 11, 1862,

R. W. Bzo. Moore—The organization of the Boston Encampment not having
appeared in your Magasine, was undoubtedly from the “ want of safficient infor-
mation, rether than from aay intention on your part,” as the Magazine generally
has all that is worth knowing in the Masonic World, and I always “ recognize it
notonly asa F. C. but asa M. M.” I therefore take the liberty to send you the
organization of the Boston Encampment, which took place at the annual meeting
in October last :—

Joha K. Hall, M. E. G. C.; Wyzeman Marshall, G. ; C. C. Dame, C. G.; Rev.
W.R. Alger, Prelate; E. A. White, S. W.; Charlea E. Powers,J. W.; B. F.
Tenney, Treasurer ; Solon Thorntoa, Recorder ; P. S. Leland, Sword B. ; Wm H.
Kent, Standard B. ; Wm. Pearce, Warder ; Geo. Haslet, L. D. Mudge, and G. W.
Appleton, Guards; H. G. Barrows, Organist ; Ebea F. Gay, Armorer; Wm. C.
Martin, Sentinel.

The retiring Commander, M. E. Sir Knight Wmn. Ellison, made one of his felici-
tous speeches upon relinquishing the Command which he has held for the last four
years, with great credit to himself, and honor to the Encampment; and the new
Commander made s few remarks upon assuming the respoasibilites of the office.
The Officers were then duly installed into the [respective offices. Siz KniaaT.

EXPLANATION.

Horxinron, Prs, 19, 1862,
B.W. Cuas. W. Moore—

Dear Sir and Brother—Yours of the 17th inst., is received. 1n order to answer your en-
quiry, I bave recurred to my waste book, kept by my Assistant, of the proceedings of the G.
Lodge, from which I make up my Record. I there find the following entry :—

“R. W. Bro, Peter Lawson, of Lowell, P. G. M. of Mass, was introduced and took a seat
in the East.”

It is my impression the M. W. Grand Master so announced Br. Lawson as he entered the
Hall. It is also the impression of others, although the Grand Master thinks he could not have

0 introduoced him,

Ihink it is due to Br. Lawson, to say, that he practised no imposition upon our G. Lodge.

If the Grand Master announced Br. Lawson to the Grand Lodge as P. G. Master of Mass.,
it was probably done inadvertently.

My Assistant undoubtedly understood him to have been so announced, or he would not have
20 mady the record ; that is also my impression, but still we might both be under a mistake.

Brother Lawson was introduced immediately after the Grand Lodge was opened, aad while
members and many visiting Brethren were eatering the Grand Lodge, when any mistake in °
announcing a visiting Brother would be the least likely to be noticed.

16, as you say in your Magazine, Brothcr Lawson is not a P. G. M. of Massachusetts, and
he weas s0 announoed in our Grand Lodge, it was a mistake of Grand Master Hughes. If

be was not so d, it was a mistake in my Assistant in so recording it.

Since receiving your Magazine I have seen the Grand Master, who saye, that Bro. Lawson
made no representation to him of being a Past Grand Master, and tbinks be did not so an.
wounce him.

1 bope, dear Brother, you will be inclined to attribute the error to a mistake, rather than to
sny intention on the part of Bro. Lawson to impose upon the Grand Lodge of N. Hampshire.

Truly and Fraternally yours, HORACE CHASE.

P.8. Since writing the above, I find on page 343 of printed Proceedings, that the Com ,

20
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on Credentials made a report embracing the list preceding, and that Committee reported Bro.
Lawson as 8 P. G. M.—most probably from the Grand Master’s so announcing him. The
report was not made till late in the afternoon, after Bro. Lawson had retired. H.C.

The record of the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire at its
Annual Communication in June, contains the following entries—1. “ Visiting
Brethren. Peter Lawson, M. W. P. G, Master of Massachusetts.” This eatry
is from the Report of the Committee on Credentials, page 822. 2. On page
823 it is said, ¢ M. W. Peter Lawson, of Lowell, P. G, Master of Massachusetts,
was introduced, and took a seat in the East.”” We give the explanation as far-
nished by the Grand Secretary. It is possible that the Grand Secretary and his
Asgistant, and others, including the Committee on Credentials, were mistaken.

MASONRY IN SCOTLAND.

Tux Order in Scotland seems to be in a highly prosperous condition, and in
most excellent hands. The annual festival of the Provineial Grand Lodge of
Glasgow was held in the City Hall on the 24th January. The Hall was taste-
fully deocorated, and about 1200 Brethren were present. It was expected that
8ir Archibald Alison, Bart., the eminent Barrister, would preside on the occasion,
but was prevented by professivnal engagements, He exoused himself as fol-
owWs :—

% Glasgow, Jan. 23, 1862.

“ My dear 8ir and Brether,~I cannot tell you how mach I regret that, owing
to my having some heavy cases to try to-morrow, which will, I fear, extend to
late in the evening, there is every likelihood of my being deprived of the pleasure
of attending your soiree to-morrow evening.

4 If the cases should be concluded in time I will come to your meeting with pleas-
ure ; but if I am kept in court, I trust the Brethren will forgive the absence of one
whose heart will be with them, and is only prevented from coming by persons
who are not Freemasons. Ever yours respectfully,

‘“A. Arison.”

At the request of the Brethren, Donald Campbell, Esq. D. P. G. M. discharged
the duties of the chair. After tea the R. W. Brother Dr. Prichard delivered an
interesting address on the antiquity of Masonry. ¢ [t was now,” he said, *“seven
hondred and thirtyfour years ago since Freemasonry was introduced into this
country by the artizans who built the noble structures of Kelso and Melrose Ab-
beys. King James L. was the first monarch who recognized the Grand Master
elected by the Brethren of Scotland, and that Grand Master was ever since re-
cognized by Royslty. He trusted that the time was now coming when they
would be able to hail again a Royal person at the head of the Freemasons in this
great Empire. (Cheers). He hoped that the star of England’s glory—he meant
the Prince of Wales—would imitate the examples of his uncles, for no less per-
sonages than the Duke of Sussex and the Duke of Kent were known in the ranks
of Freemasons, as was also his uncle George IV. They were not so certain
about the late lamented Prince Albert, but it was believed that he was made a
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Freemason in Germany ; however, for some political reasons, best known to him-
self, he never made it known to the Brethren of these Islands. They had to la-
ment the loss among themselves here of Dr. James Miller Nichol, the great
astronomer, and over the border Sir James Graham and the Duke of Devonshire.
After having served for sometime as Master himself, they might imagine that he
decame enamoured of the science of Freemasonry; and he looked upon the
advance it had made in this country as perfectly marvellous. Within the last
three years Scotland had added forty Lodges to the grand roll, Eagland 154, and
Ireland only tweive. In 1859 he had the good fortune to visit that country
whence they derived the symbols of their Order, and they might imagine the
delight which filled his bosom when he traced Masonry where the Dionysi-
ans, that great order of artizaas, originated among themselves those symbols and
emblems which they used in the present day. Freemasonry had indeed out-
lived imperial Rome, anoient Greece, and mighty Carthage. He stood forward
there as the champion of Freemasonry. There was nothing in it which was
calculated to make any one Atheistical or Deistical, or undermine in any way
the glorious principles of Christianity. Dr. Pritohard then mentioned that from
Egypt he proceeded to Italy, where, through being possessed of the signs and
symbols of Freemasonry, he was introduced to one of the brightest genuises of
the day—Garibaldi. (Cheers.) He concluded an eloquent speech amid loud

applause.

COLORED MASONS.*

Bor litile is known among the regular Fraternity in the United States of the
condition of Freemasoury among the negroes, and yet, during the week which
closed the year 1861, a so-called Grand Lodge of that persuasion was held in the
city of New York, and an election had, by which some of the sons of ‘ Ham”
wete elected to the rank of Grand Dignitaries, with all the high-sounding titles in
which that imitative race take so great a pride.

Theee * colored brudders” have, on more occasions than one, in years gone by,
published their list of dignitaries in the columns of our contemporaries, aud,
probably with the desire of receiving the beaefit of our extended Masonic circu-
lation, this year honored us with their notice ; bat, though deeply sensible of the
intended honor, we most respectfully declined to be the medium of communica-
tion between them and the regular couostituted Fraternities in the United States.

While we have every desiré to promote the interests of genuine Freema-
sonry, we have no inclination to give prominence to that which is bastard and
spurious, and without designing any affront to the “ sons of Aftio,”” we cannot
consent, directly or inditectly, to elevate them to an equality with the white or
dominant race in our columins,

The existence of these so-called Masonic Lodges among the blacks has never
been recognized by any Grand Lodge of Freemasons in the United States.
Their origin was not in accordance with the laws of the Institution, and it is

*From the New York Sunday Courier.
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doubtful whether their continuance is not, from the material of which they are
in part at least said to be composed, a direct infraction of that Ancient Jaw which
requires of all candidates for initation into the mysteries of the Society to be
“ freeborn” or “ no bondmen.”

The authority under which these uegro lodges claim to derive their powers is
of itself, a sufficient evidence of their irregularity ; and, in order that our readers
may be thoroughly pested on the subject, we will give a verbatem copy of the
document upon the strzength of which they have based their organization :—

“To all and every our right worshipful and loving Brethren. We, Thomas
Howard, Earl of Effingham, Lord Howard, &c, &c, Acting Grand Master, under
the authority of his Royal Highness Henry Frederick, Duke of Cuomberland, &c.,
&ec., &c, Grand Master of the Most Ancient and Honorable Society of Free and
Accepted Masons, send freeting: Know ye, that we, at the humble petition of
our right trusty and well beloved Brethren, Prince Hall, Boston Smith, Thomas
Sanderson and several other Brethren, residing in Boston, New England, in North
America, do hereby constitute the said Brethren into a Lodge of Free and Accepted
Masons, under the title or the denomination of the African Lodge, to be opened in
Boston aforesaid : And do further, at their said petition, and of the great trust and
confidence reposed in every one of the said above named Brethren, hereby appoint
the said Prince Hall to be Master, Boston Smith, Senior Warden, and Thomas
Sanderson, Junior Warden, for opening the said Lodge, and for such further time
only as shall be thought proper by the Brethren thereof; It being our will that
this our appointment of the above officers shall in no wise affect any futute election
of officers of the Lodge, but that such election shall be regulated agreeably to such
by-laws of the said Lodge as shall be consistent with the general laws of the Society,
co.ntnined in the Book of Constitutions. And we hereby will and require you, the
said Prince Hall, to take special care that all and every the said Brethren are to
have been regularly made Masons, and that they do observe, perform and keep the
rules and orders contsined in the Book of Constitutions ; and further, that you do
from time to time cause to be entered in a book, kept for that purpose, an account
of your proceedings in the Lodge together with alr such rules, orders aud regula-
tions as shall be made for the good government of the same, that in nowise you
omit once in every year to send to us, or our successors, Grand Masters, or to Row-
land Holt, Esq., our Deputy Grand Master for the time being, an account in wri-
ting of your said proceedings, and copies of all such rules, orders and regulationsas
shall be made as aforesaid, together with a list of the members of the Lodge, and
such a sum of money as shall suit the circumstances of the Lodge, aud reasonably
be expected, toward the Grand Charity. Moreover, we hereby will and require
you, and said Prince Hall, as soon as conveniently may be, to send an accountin
writing of what may be done by virtue of these presents.

Given at London, under our hand and seal of Masonry, this 20th day of Septem-
ber, A. L. 5784, A. D. 1784.

By the Grand Master's command,

R. Hovt, D. G. M.
(Attested) WiLLiax Wairs, G. S.

Under such an authority as the above is it that the colored population have
ventured to establish a National Grand Lodge, which, in turn, grants Warrants
to State Grand Lodges, and these latter to Subordinate Lodges.

The basis upon which the negroes have raised their superstructare according
the laws which prevail among Masons, especially in the U. S, is fatally defec-
tive, and their work consequently illegitimate. In the first' place, the Grand
Lodge of England had no right, in 1784, to establish a Lodge in Boston, as there
was a Grand Lodge, exercising authority, established there, for the State of Mas-
sachusetts. In the second place, the Warrant granted in 1784 to the negroes
gave them no authority to establish a Grand Lodge or a. National Grand Lodge,
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it being nothing more than an ordinary Lodge Warrant, Thirdly, the Warrant, -
from want of compliance with its provisions, even if it had been legally granted,
became forfeited from its failures to make annual returns, and has long since
been expanged from the roll of English Lodges.

Their recognuition, therefore, would be an outrage on Masonio law and usage,
and if they are visited here by persons claiming to be Masons, it is at the ex-
pease of their most solemn covenants,

THE YORK RITE.

“ Tae York Rite,” says our intellgent Brother of the N. York Saturday Even-
ing Courier, *is without the shadow of doubt, the most ancient, the most au-
thentic and the most simple, as well as consistent, of all the Masonic Rites. As
it originally existed, it consisted of but the three degrees of what are universally
known as ¢ Ancient Craft Masonry,” viz: the Entered Apprentice, the Fellow
Crafi and the Master Mason. The more modern definition is, that these include
the Royal Arch, and to our mind there is no doubt that such was the case, and
that it was not until about the middle of the last century that it was torn from the
Master’s degree, and made distinct and separate.

Whether this be 80 or not, the Ancient York Rite consisted of but three de-
grees, having the Arch attached, as in some way supplementary.

The intermediate degrees of Mark, Past and Most Excellent Master, and the
additional ones of Royal and Select Master, and of the Red Cross Knight and
Kaight Templar, bave nothing whatever to do with the York Rite, properly so
called. The Mark, Royal and Select Master were originally honorary degrees
of the Scotch Rite, and we have already shown, within the past few months,
that the Grand Council of R. and S. Masters of the State of New York derived
its anthority from a body of the Scotch Rite.

As far back as 1802 jt is said a Mark Lodge was established at Charleston by
the administrators of the Scotch Rite.

To Thomas Smith Webb, the first great innovator, the York Rite is indebted for
the adoption of the Mark degree, as well as that of Most Excellent Master, into
its series of degrees. The Past Master’s degree, so called, is not so much a de-
gree as a ceremony of installation, and constitates no part of the distinctive Rite.
The Knight of the Red Cross, every Prince of Jerusalem knows, has been filch-
ed from the Scotoh Rite. The Knight Templar and Knight of Malta are degrees
of Chivalry, independent of all Rites.

If the York Rite be divested of these meretricious ornaments, with which we
thiak it has been nawisely laden, and be reduced to the three primitive degrees
of the Ancient Temple, adding the illustrative history of the Royal Arch, we
shall then bave it in its purity and perfection.”

The Mark was doubtless cut out of the F, C. degree, as the P. M.’s was from
the ceremony of iostallation.— Ed, Mag.

.
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. THE GAVEL.

Wmr is the oorrect form of the Gavel used in Lodges?—H. J—[Itisa
stone-hammer, which is frequently confounded (by Freemasons) with two other
implements used by the working Masons, namely, the mallet and the settling-
maaul, or beetle. In the English and American Lodges the term gavel is ap-
plied to the emblem of power, used by the Master in governing his Lodge, and
which is shaped like a sculptor’s or stone-cutter’s mallet. In the French Lodges,
it is termed ‘‘le maillet,” and in the German, ¢ der hammer.” It has been con-
tended that the word gavel is derived from ‘‘ gable,” and that the instrument
should be shaped like the gable of a house. In the frontispiece of a well-
known book, we find depicted both the setting-maul and the small hammer, the
latter being shaped somewhat like a pick-axe ; although in the text the words
‘‘gavel” and “setting-maul” are used as synonyms. In Webster, the word
¢ gavel” is derived from the Welsh gavael, a hold, a grasp, tenure, signifying,
also, the gable of a house; and gavelock, Saxon, an iron crow. Bailey defines
¢ gavelock” as “any kind of warlike instrument, malleolus, also a pick-axe.”
The Master's gavel (so called) should be in shape *“a stone-cutter’s mallet,” and
the gavel proper, or stone-hammer, is the appropriate working-tool of the En-
* tered Apprentice, used, by the operative Mason, to prepare the rough stone for
the application of the square of the Fellow Craft, and symbolically, by the specu-
lative Mason, to divest his heart and conscience of the vioes and superfluities of
life, in order to fit his mind for the reception of eternal truth.]—London F. M.
Magazine.

UNIFORMITY OF WORK.
[From the annual.address of the Grand Master of lowa.]

Wit some, it is a question whether a uniformity of work is either desirable or
attainable. That it is desirable, it would seem that no intelligent Mason could
question. Masonry is universal and every where the same, and hence its ritual,
the medium through which its mysteries are made known, its emblems explained,
its symbols illustrated and its sublime teachinge impressed upon the mind, should
be equally so. That this great end can be attained, I am free to confess that the
changes and innovations of tliis age of Masonic progression, furnish grounds of
serious doubt. When we take into consideration the inclination to explain, and
whaere satisfactory explanation is difficult to interpolate ; the indifference of some
Brethren about qualifying themselves for becoming efficient Jaborers on the masonie
temple, the impediment in the way of many who are anxious to do 80 ; the imper-
fect instructions given to candidates when they receive the various degrees; the
disposition every where more or less prevalent to hurry through and abbreviate
our beautiful and impressive ceremonies; the strong prejudices in favor of
what we were first taught, whether right or wrong ; and the irregular attendance
of members upon our special and stated commaunications, it is not strange that we
should doubt the possibility of securing a uniformity of work.

If, however, we adhere strictly to all the requirements of Masonic institutions ;
admit none to our ranks but those who possess the necessary qualifications for be-
coming faithful and skilifal laborers; instruet every candidate thoroughly at the



OBITUARY. 159

time of his initiation ; permit no Brother to advance until he has a perfect knowl-
edge of the work and lectures of the degree to which he belongs ; require every
Brother to qualify himself for the duties of the position he has been selected to fill ;
let members be prompt and regular in their attendance ; hold special meetings for
instruction and mutual improvement ; let the lectures, forms and ceremonies of
opening and closing, be fully and carfully rehearsed at every communication, un-
less necessity absolately requires that they should be abbreviated ; do all this, and
we shall demounstrate, even to the satisfaction of the most incredulous, that we can
acquire and perpetuate a perfect and uniform system of work.

That it can only be accomplished by constant study and labor, no one will pre-
tend to deny. And where, let me ask, is the Mason of any considerable distinc.
tion, who has not been a faithfyl laborer and a devoted student? The very design
of the ceremonies and mysteries of the Order, is to qualify us for study, and to di-
rect the mind into ehannels of unseful and profitable thought. We want no better
evidence that a Mason has mistaken his calling, than the simple fact that he is un-
willing to study and labor. Nor is it sufficient that we simply acquire a knowledge
of the ritual; but it is our duty to trace, through our emblems, forms and ceremo-
nies, the designs and plans of the great Author of life and light, and thus become
familiar with, and obedieat to, His will and pleasure concerning us.

Obituary.
Broturr W. A. L. GEE.

Ar a special communication of Mosaic Lodge, No. 52, in Foxcroft, Me., held on
the 17th day of February, A. L. 5862, the W. M. announced the death of Brother
Walter A. L. Gee, whereupon a Committee of three was appointed to report
Resolations appropriate to the occasion. This Committee reported as follows :

Resolved, That the Brethren of this Lodge have heard with the sincerest regret,
the melancholy tidinf: of the decease of our truly worthy, and highly esteemed
Brother, Walter A. L. Gee, who died on the 16th inst.

Resolsed, That having been true and trusty, and faithfully peformed the labor
assigned him here, his work has been accepted by the Great Overseer, and be ad-
witted to 8 seat in the Temple above, that * House not made with hands eternal in
the Heavens.”

Reselved, That in his death this Lodge has lost a true, faithful and devoted
Brother ; society an exom¥luy and valued citizen, and humanity a living illastra-
tion of the best precepts of philanthropy.

Resolved, That we recognize in the decease of our Brother the hand of God;
wisely directing in His Providence the events of human life, and in his mercy gra-
ciously and kindly reproving and ebastening us, and we would seek to profit there-
by; ’Wllilll we revereatly and submissively say, ** Father, not as I will, but as thoa
wilt.”

Resolved, That as a further mark of respect to the memory of our departed
Brother, the Lodge will attend his funeral to-morrow at one o’clo’ek, P. M. part

Resolsed, That a copy of these Resolutions be presented to the widow and
friends of the deceased, with the assurance that we most sincerely sympathize and
condole with them in their sad bereavement. Also that a copy be farnished for
g:bliution in the Piscataquis Observer, Dover, and Moore’s Monthly Magazine,

Jas. 8. WiLey,
Jas. 8. HoLxzs, } Commilttee.
Avrexzr Cnuxcs,
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'MASONIC OBHIT CHAT.

MABONIC CHIT CHAT.

Baotuzr Hxney Bowman.—The friends of
this estimable Brother will be pleased to learn
that he has returned to his family in bealth,
baving been exchanged and released from
prison at Richmond, where for several months
be has been beld, with Col. Lee, and others,
as a hostage. Brother Bowman was the
first Master of Trinity Lodge at Clinton, and
commanded a company from thattown in the
battle at Bull’'s Run, where he was made a
prisoner. He has many warm friends who
will rejoice at his release.

03=The Grand Lodge of this State will
hold a Quarterly Communiocation on the 12th
inst. The Grand Chapter meetson the 11th.

Deathof the G. G. Secrelary, B. G. Risk.
—Some weeks since we announced the death
of Br. Samuel G. Risk, of New Orleans, G.
G. Secretary of the General Grand Chapter
of the United States. We have been reqnest-
ed by M. E. Com. Mackey, G. G. High Priest,
in a letter received from him by a flag of truce,
to announce the same officially, aud to state,
that as soon as circumstances will rermlt, the

ment of his or will g rin
our columns. The Freemasons’ ﬂombly
Magaziae, Boston, is requested to insert no-
tice of the G. G Secretary’s death, by request
of Com. Muckey, who thus tenders to its Edi-
tor bis fraternal regards.—N. Y. S. E. Cour.

‘We are most happy to hear from our friend
and Brother Mackey, even in so indirect a
manner, and very cordially, though with feel-
ings mingled with deep sorrow, comply with
his request to announce semi.officially the
death of the lamented Compenion Risk,Sec-
retary of the Gen. Grand Chaper of the Uai-
ted States. Our personal soquaintance with
the deceased was but slight, though as a tal-
ented and active Mason, and as the able G.
Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana,
we bhad known him long and intimately. He
was an intelligeat snd active Brother, faithful
in the performance of all bis duties, warm in bis
friendships, and genial in his disposition. We
ahall give the name of his successor as soon
as received. He was also the Recorder of the
Grand Encampment of the United States,
and of course his d a y
in that Body, which we presume will be im-
mediately temporarily filled by its presiding of-
ficer.

(G7"We understand that it is the intention
of the Brethren of Gate-of-.the-Temple Lodge
at South Boston, to celebrate the anniversary
of the organization of their Lodge on the 13th
instant, by a social levee and ball. We trust
they will have a good time and a merry one,
and they certainly will bave both i they get
what they deserve.

—

[0G~We notice that most of the goveming
Masonic Bodies in England bave presenied
Jetters of condolence to the Queen on ac-
cout of the Jamented death of the Prince
Consort.

Patriotic Crartsuxn—The Order in
Missouri has given some noble men to the
cause of the country. Two Past Grand
Masters, Sharp and Grow, bave fallen in the
struggle—both battling for the Stars and
Stripes, Another P. G. Master, Boyd, is a
Colonel in the Union army, and the nt
Grand Master, Penick, as “ noble a n”
as is among them, is attached to the staff’ in
a Union regiment. The solemn monitions
of the Lodge room bave not been forgotten—
4 true to your government.”

We copy the above from a cotemporary,
and coogratulate the Missouri Cralt in haviog
Brethren, who have enjoyed the bighest Ma-
sonic devoting themselves 10 their
country.

New York has »ent to the field a large
number of Craltsmen, among them a Past
Grand Secretary, Past Grand Lecturer, &c.;
but, with such’ a numerous stafl’ of Grand
Masters, we have not heard as yet of any
having died, or offered to die, for the sake of
the Union. Probably they don’t believe in
the motto—* dulce et decorum est pro patria
morl.”—Saturday Courier.

M. W. Joszrr D. Evams, P. G. M.—This
estimable and distinguished Freemason. who
for so many years was a bright and shini
Iifhl in this jurisdiction, has, siace his remova
of residence to Bloomfield, New Jersey. made
that State his Masonic as well as domestic
home. X

With the instincts of the true Freemason
he bas at once placed himself in b , an
at the lnst election of Bloomficld Lodﬁ
No. 40, was clected its Master; which
represented as such at the Annwal Communi-
cation of the Grand Lodge of that State.

We congratulate the Now Jersey Craft on
having made such an acquisition 10 their con-
eervative membors—New York Sasurday




F
7N

. ¥',.,"
\.{, N
THE oy

FREEMASONS’

MONTHLY MAGAZINE.

Vor. XXI. APRIL 1, 1862. No. 6.

WASHINGTON, THE PATRIOT-MASON.

It isa great error to suppose that great and good examples can be
brought forward too frequently or dwelt upon too forcibly and fully by
those who would urge their fellowmen to persevere in the path of virtue
and to shun all that is bad and base. We are, after all, but * children of
a larger growth,” and, as it is only by the constant repetition of examples
that the teacher succeeds in making his scholar an apt and quick arith-
metician, 8o nothing is more likely to lead men to become good Christians,
good Patriots,and good Masoxs, than the constantly holding up to their
view, for their admiration and imitation, the most illustrious examples to be
found in history, of those whose lives embodied and illustrated the graces
and the virtues pertaining to those characters. And surely, at this event-
ful era and in this land, no name or example can for a moment be com-
pared with that of him, who beyond every other historic worthy, ancient
or modern, deserved the title of ** Father of his Country,” and who com-
bined in his own life and person the unaffected and devout piety of the
Christian, with the staunch and sterling heroicisin of the Patriot, and the
charity and generosity of the true Mason.

There were sound wisdom and admirable taste in the appointment of
Washington’s Farewell Address to be read in the public assemblies of the
cities of America on the last anniversary of his Birthday ; and the more
fully and firmly his words are cherished in our loving memories, and his
conduct imitated in our lives, the sooner will the unhappy, fratracidal,
civil War, that now distracts the land, be brought to a close, and re-
conciliation, Union, peace and prosperity, combine opce more to bless and
beautify Freedom’s chosen home !

21
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We have dwelt in recent articles, upon the widening field opened by
the war for the exercise of Masonic virtues, especially the fundamental
virtue of Brotherly Love—Charity ; and we have shown how the Lodges
in the army, now become quite numerous, will tend to foster and promote
that exercise. If we have abstained from repeatedly asserting the eleva-
ted claims of Masonry, as an agency of mighty power to heal our country’s
wounds, it has not been from the absence of a full conviction of the
strength and value of those claims, or of a belief in the rapid approach éf
a time when they will be universally recognized. Nothing but the
truest, firmest, most disinterested patriotisin can effectually succeed in
crushing the unnatural and unholy rebellion, which the wickedness and
evil ambition of a comparatively small number of reckless and selfish men,
have excited against the best and most beneficent government that has
ever existed in the world. That it will be so crushed and exterminated
we have now not the slightest doubt. Notwithstanding the drawbacks of
a few blunders and errors, the natural results of the sudden and unfore-
seen involvement of a people, previously devoted altogether to the pursuits
of peace, in a war, whose dimensions are as vast as its issues are mighty
and momentous :—notwithstanding too, some instances of selfish pecula-
tion and dishonesty, the great mass of our people of every rank have ex-
hibited such sterling principles of patriotism, so deep and vital a love for
the Republic, so ardent and unquenchable a patriotism, that, supported as
these feelings and principles are by the strong arms and the strong re-
sources of the nation, no doubt could be entertained of the issue of the
struggle, even if the last few weeks had not, in their constant succession
of glorious victories, practically and convincingly shown that the glorious
cause of the Union must soon be entirely triumphant. When however
this triumph is fully and finally achieved, many a rankling wound, many
a bitter memory must still remain, and in the healing of those wounds,
the erasing of those memories, MasoNgry will find its proper and most
beneficent sphere of action. The reading of the Farewell Address of our
country’s Father, and the enthusiasm with which it was greeted every-
where, show how universal is the appreciation of the principles maintained,
the policy pursued, by GEoree WasniNgTox. And we confess it does
seem to us to be a coincidence of no ordinary significance and importance,
that BE, in whose words and memory his grateful countrymen are now
seeking support against the assault of fratricidal foes without, and party
strife within, was not more distinguished as a (eneral in the field, a
Statesman in the cabinet, and a Patriot in every phase of life, than he
was as & consistent, conscientious Masox. What further proof than this
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need ever be required to show that Patriotism and Masonry are the natural
allies of each other—loving sisters, born of a common parentage, in the
highest, holiest, most generous feelings of the human heart ?

It would be little less than an insult to the memory of America's noblest
son, to repeat the record of a life familiar to every boy and girl through-
out these States; but it may not be either unprofitable or unwise, even
at the risk of reforring to what most of our Brethren already know, to
aflude to the Masonic character and career of WasmineToN. To his skill
as a Commander and his valor as a man,—to his prudence, patriotism,
public spirit and private virtue, we need not then here allude, further
than to observe, that whatever glory these and his other great qualities ac-
quired for him, is of necessity reflected upon and shared by THE ORrDEK,
of which he was so worthy a member: An O=rber, be it observed, of
which this great and good man was ever proud to avow his brotherhood ;
and of whose principles and practice his whole life was one continuous
embodiment. Many of the acts of generosity and mercy, which reflected
90 beautiful a light on General Washington’s military career, were pre-
cisely of that character that Masonry most strongly inculcates, and,
whether performed in behalf of Brethren or not, were a living testimony
to the beneficence of our Ritual’s teachings. Take for example, the
well known incident after the battle of Trenton, when the Commander of
the hostile army was found wounded on the field : ¢ See this gentleman
carefully and kindly conveyed to a house, (said the Mason-General to his
followers) call our best surgeons to his assistance, and let us save his life
if possible.” Well said an illustrious Brother of our Order in another
State, when referring a few years ago to this act of mercy in the hour of
triumph—** Whether Rahl, the officer thus cared for, was a Mason, |
know not ; whether the feelings which prompted the direction of Washing-
ton were those of a Mason for a destroyed Brother; or whether they
were Masonic feelings influencing him to the comfort of all—I know not.
One thing [ know, that the generous act was that of WasHINGTON—it
was the act of a Freemason, and that Mason was our BroTHER.”

And does not, we would ask, that one act contain a lesson of the most
valuable, most suggestive kind, to all our Brethren at this very hour—a
lesson, which we have not seldom endeavoured of late to inculcate ?
The great Army of the Union includes among its patriotic soldiers a large
number of our Brotherhood. These are doing and have done, their de-
voir manfully and nobly on the field of fight, and are daily winning vic-
tory and fame. In this they are, and have been, true to their duty as
loyal citizens and patriots ; and now, in the time of triumph, they will also
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be true, we feel well assured, to the benign and merciful principles of
their Order. Like Washington, they have spared no effort, shrunk from
no danger demanded by the struggle against their Country’s foes—even
although alas ! those foes have on this occasion been Brethren deluded in-
to wrong and ruin—and like him, they will remember that the fallen foe
has regained by that very fall his claims on their humanity as a suffering
Brother. To return, however, for a while to the subject of the Patriot-
Mason: we observe that the principles of Masonry were strongly and
beautifully illustrated in every part of Washington’s life and character—
those principles exercised an unmistakeable influence over his heart, and
exhibited the proofs of their operation in all his acts, public or private, ad-
ding grace and beauty to his greatness, tempering his valor with mercy
and gentleness, and forbidding even the stern and resolute Patriot to forget
what was due to humanity and the Brotherhood of man. Washington
gave many proofs of his reverence and affection for the OrpER of which
he was a Brother. When called by his country’s unanimous will to the
head of the Nation—to guide and govern by his wisdom the people, whose
liberties he had won by his sword—so far from being forgetful of, or
careless about, his Masonic connection, we find him, amid all the pride
and power of his new and elevated position, responding gratefully to each
address of congratulation sent in to him by the Brotherhood. And, as if
more emphatically to show his sense of the value of Masonry, and the
honorable pride he felt in being hirmself one of its Brethren, he, the chief
of the New Republic in place and power, the honored and beloved one
of the People, joined the public procession of the Craft in Philadelphia,
and united with them in the public exercises of the Church. Alike, then,
as a man, a soldier, and a statesman was WASHINGTON true to the princi-
ples of MasoNey ; never seeking to conceal his connection with the Or-
der, never refusing his attendance, when it was deemed desirable: and
yet, on the other hand, never attempting to make his own position outside
of the Order, a stepping-stone to distinction inside of it. The truly great
man is ever modest, the true Mason is ever free from resiless ambition,
and GEoRGE WASHINGTON was both a true great man and a true Mason.
Turning from the public to the private aspect of the life of the Patriot-
Mason, we cite, as more apt and appropriate than any words of ours
could be, an eloquent passage from an address by a late Grand Master of
Pennsylvania: ¢ The virtues of Washington are valuable to us as Ma-
sons, whenever and however regarded : and we may be allowed to trace
him even to the quiet, domestic scenes of Mount Vernon, and catch a
ray from the retiring luminary to make more lustrous our Order. There,
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amid the delights of that retirement, which his heart had ever coveted, he
enjoyed the refreshment to which he had been called from years of labor,
and shed around him a quiet bliss, that was doubled in the enjoyment of
its possessors by the certain knowledge that he who dispensed it was hap-
py in the happiness he diffused. The nation felt that his existence was
connected with every pulsation of its heart ; and the world looked in ad-
miration at the bright luminary of the West, that poured back upon his
race the accumulation of the wisdom and prudence of mankind,—a gol-
den light, that lay upon the earth in evening beauty—rich and enriching
—lovely in itself, and diffusing loveliness on all upon which it shone.
While mankind thus gazed in admiration and awe, and our nation was en-
joying the allowable pride in what she was giving to the world, that bright
laminary sank down beneath the horizon, as if anxious for the enjoyment
of that better state, for which his virtues had prepared him. He has gone
indeed, bat the brilliant track of his pathway shall know no darkness.
The Zodiac, through which he took his course, shall be bright in the lustre
of his greatness; and star after star may go out in every constellation of
the political heavens—but wliere he went, the brightness shall be eternal ;
and the upturned faces of admiring mortals shall catch a reflection of that
lustre from the very power of appreciating its purity! No more Wash-
inglons shall come in our time. Mount Vernon shall not give back its
sacred deposit to bless a nation, and the human form has not yet been
shaped to receive the ethereal fire to make it another Washington, But
his virtues are stamped on the heart of mankind. He, who is great in the
battle-field looks upwards to the generalship. He, who governs wise in
council, feels that he is imitating a Washiogton. He, who can resign pow-
er against the wishes of a people, has in his eye the bright example of
Washington. The husbandman toiling in the field is proud in the thought
that Washington too was a farmer. The Mason, in the midst of his la-
bors, remembers with pride that Washington was a Mason ; and the man
struck down by misfortune, solitary and unaided, who has no special claim
of association with that great one, warins his heart and strengthens his vir-
toous resolution in the recollection that Washington too was a man. As
Freemasons, we learn from this hasty glance at the character of Wash-.
ington, that the exercise of all Masonic virtues is entirely consistent with
every position of life ; and that the most exalted stations, to which we
may be called, are only pinnacles, whonce we cast the rays of Truth and
Virtue farther abroad, and expose for greater admiration the qualities of
the principles of our Crafl.”

From the example of the Patriot-Mason we may all derive most valua-
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ble lessons, some of which may be thus briefly stated ; and first, inflexible
integrity, high moral courage, and strong fixity of purpose, were the foun-
dation stones of the lofty edifice of his fame and greatness. Earnestness
was his leading characteristic in every fact and feature of his life. What-
ever he undertook to do, he did with his whole heart, and without any over
anxious regard for the praise of men. He never sought reward or pro-
motion, but waited for them to come as the just reward of work well done.
Both in the duties of life, and in the duties of the Lodge, it will be well
for us all to bear carefully in memory this lesson of example. All of us,
but especially the more young and sanguine, are far too apt to look to the
reward and end, and to be more anxious to secure the favour and ap-
proval of our fellowmen, than that of our own conscience. Let us guard
carefully against this, and, keeping before us the example of the Patriot-
Mason, let us ever strive to do our puty faithfully and diligently, looking
for reward, not to external praise and renown, but to the internal con-
sciousness of work well done, It is however in his grand, united character
asa Mason and a PaTior that we have desired in these remarks more -
especially to fix the attention of our Brethren upon Washington, and this,
because we believe that the memories and monitions connected with
that aspect of his character, will be productive of incalculable benefit to
our country at the present crisis. To all, whether members of the
Brotherhood, of which Washington was so bright an ornament, or not, we
would earnestly address the entreaty, that they would keep their eyes and
hearts steadily fixed on his example in all things, if they would help to
bring back peace, prosperity and Union, to our noble and beloved Re-
public! Let them resolve to imitate to the best of their ability his loyalty
and courage in defending his Fatherland, his moderation and prudence in
counsel and his Masonic mercy to the fallen and conquered. Lastly, let
them learn well by heart, and resolve to abide firmly by, these farewell
wisdom-words of the great Patriot-Mason :—

* It is of infinite moment that you should properly estimate the im-
mense value of your NaTioNaL UNior, to your collective and individual
happiness ; that you should cherish a cordial, habitual * and immovable
attachment to it ;” accustom yourselvesto think and speak of it as the
Palladium of your political safety and prosperity ; watching for its pre-
servation with jealous anxiety ; ¢ discountenancing whatever may suggest
even a suspicion that it can, in any event” be abandoned ; and indig-
nantly frowning upon the first dawning of every attempt to alienate any
portion of your country from the rest, or to enfeeble the sacred ties that
now link together the various parts.”
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Even these words, had he never uttered any other, would have been
enough to prove him the wise Statesman and the true Patriot; and as
the astronomical discovery of the philosopher Meton, was thought worthy
of being inscribed in Golden Numbers and set up in the Athenian Agora,
s0 shall these parting words of the Patriot-Mason be inscribed on a tablet,
more noble and more enduring than those of Grecian gold—the memori-
al-tablet of a grateful Couatry’s loving heart !

NEW GRAND MASTER FOR FRANCE.

Taz Emperor of France has relieved the French Freemasons from the decree
under which secret societies were prevented having a central directing authority,
and in a manner peculiarly Napoleonic and French, given them a new Grand
Master in the person of Marshal Magnan—who it appears was initiated for the
purpose. By this extraordinary stretch of authority the Emperor has at once des-
troyed obe of the main principles of the Constitutions of the Order, that of elect-
ing its own Grand Master. Much as the recent dissensions amongst the Breth-
ren, with regard to who should be Grand Master, were to be regretted, they were
nothing compared to the injury which will be done to the Order by this arbitrary
act of the Emperor—the substitution ot King Stork for King Log.

The act is thus described by the Paris correspondent of the London Daily
News :—

The Emperor has made a coup d’etat against Freemasonry. He hasabolished the
right and universal practice of the Craft to elect ite own Grand Master, and has
thrust upon it in that capacity, for a period of three years, Marshal Magnan, the
soldier who, it will be remembered, officiated in chief at the political and bloody
coup d'etat of 1851. The Opinion Nationale, which, considering its relations with
Prince Napoleon, ought to be well informed on such a subject, says that Marshal
Magnan is a Freemason of only one week’s standing, and has been hurried through
all the degrees of the Order up to the very highest, in that short space of time. I
mention this as a circumstance which ought to be known, but I regard it as of no
aceount whatever in comparison with the grievious tyranay involved in the appoint-
ment of a Grand Master by imperial authority. I happen to be a Freemason of
considerable experience myself, and therefore cannot help having av ex cathedra
opinion on the subject.

London, Saturday, February 15, 1862,

Marshal Maguan, the New Grand Master of Freemasons, was inaugurated
this evening with extraordinary pomp, at the Central Lodge, in the Rue Cadet.
Whatever dissent may exist in the Crafl touching the manner of his appointment
—and it is notorious that there does exist a great deal—nothing but harmony was
apparent on the face of that day’s proceedings. No Grand Master, elected in the
usual way by the voicelof the Brethren, was ever received by a more numerous
meeting, or with greater applause, than the Marshal of France, who by the sic
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volo sic jubeo of the Emperor presented himself to-day to rule over the French
Freemasons. The grand hall beiag laid out for the banquet, the Installation
took place in the minor temple, which, though a very large room, was too small
to contain all the Brethren who sought an entrance. The ante-rooms were pain-
fully crowded during the whole of the ceremony. About 400 sat down to a
splendid banquet. Marshal Magnan took occasion to say, in the course of the
evening, that he meant to enforce unity in French Freemasonry, and that all dis-
senting Liodges would be dissolved. In proposing the Emperor’s health he aver-
red as an existing fact, what the great King of Prussia had only suggested as an
hypothetical idea, that nota cannon could be fired in Europe without the cone
sent of France, At desert the new-G. M. walked round the tables and shook
hands vigorously with every Brother present. This adroit coudescension was
highly succesaful, and many who lament the origin of the Marshal’s Masonic
power are of opinion that his agreeable manners and fair professions of an inten-
tion to carry out the rules of the Craft as sincerely as if he had been elevated by
the voice of the community, will make him very popular.

PAPAL PROSCRIPTION OF MASONS IN
IRELAND.

Tae Roman Catholic Bishops of Ireland, in full synod assembled, bhave deter-
mined to extirpate Freemasonry from their membership, or else inflict the sever-
est penalties of the Church against the disobedient.

They have ordered that diligent measures shall be taken in every parish to
prevent the formation of secret societies, as they lie under condemnation. They
deplore that ‘‘ not a few” Catholics are enrolled amongst the condemned society
of Freemasons, and call on the parish priest to remind them that the pontifical
(or greater) excommunication is still in force, under certain papal Bulls, against
all who dare to enter, propagate, found, receive others, conceal the existence of,
or belong to such society. The letter is redolent of pains and penalties, and de-
clares that if any Catholics meet in such societies, promise or obligate them-
selves to keep such secrets, the parish priest shall carry them before the bishop,
that they may be punished with heavy ecclesiastical punishment for contamacy.

We had thought that his Holiness of Rome would find sufficient employment
in protecting his * triple crown,” and eccelesiastical prerogatives at Rome, with-
out troubling our Irish Brethren in their social enjoyments. Bishops will learn
some day that men do not fear them as of old.

Inrostor.—A correspondent at Somerville, N. J. writes that ¢ a person calling
himself Charles Foster, and representjng himself as a F. C. and member of Franklin
Lodge, Boston,” visited the Lodge in that place a few weeks since, stating he had
been to Washington on business and fell sick by the way, and needed help. The
Lodge assisted him. This man is doubtless an impostor. There is no such Lodge
in Boston as Franklin Lodge.
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STROLLS AMONG THE WORKMEN.
NoO. 10.
DUTIES AND LIABILITIES OF MASTERS OF LODGES.

Dzaz BroteEa Moorx—

According to the usages of Freemasonry, as I understand them, the Master
of & Lodge renders himself obnoxious to the laws of the Institation, and sabjects
himself to its discipline—

1st. By refasing 1o do homage to the Grand Master when present in his official
capacity.

20d. By disobeying an order from the Grand Master or in any way contemning
his authority.

3d. By violating, in any particular, the Conustitation of Freemasonry or the
General Regolations of the Grand Lodge under which he holds office.

4th. By a wilful departure from the Land Marks and ritual of the Order.

5th. By neglecting to carry out fully the requirements imposed upon the office
by the nsages and customs of the Craft.

6th, By not making due answer to all signs and summonses, sent to, or receiv-
ed by, him trom the Grand Lodge, or by refusing to obey either of its resolutions
or edicts,

7th. By violating the rules of decoram while present in the Grand Lodge so as
1o distarb its peace or interrupt its harmony.

8th. By being in open rebellion to the Grand Lodge, or participating in sedi.
tions or conspiracies against lawfal Masonio authority.

9th. By presiding over the Lodge in a diotatorial and imperious manner, or by
violating any one of its By-Laws.

10th. By being in personal conflict with his Lodge, thereby producing discord
where uninterrupted harmony should prevail.

inh. By holding Masonic intercourse, either officially or otherwise with ex-
pelled, suspended, or clandestine Masons, or to aid or countenance them in any
manner whatever.

Bat for offences purely personal, I doubt very much whether, while in office,
be can be made to answer, such as

1st. Misanderstanding in business between partners or other persons.

2d. Quarrels, or personal conflicts and social difficulties between himself and
others, whether Masons or not. :

3d. Moral offences of every character, in which he is individually responsible
0 God. Cases of immorality might arise however, in which a Grand Master
might find a justification for assuming the responsibility of suspending a Master
from office, and such a step would meet the general approval of the Craft, but it
is nevertheless an exertion of power of doubtful utility, and should be exercised
only in flagrant and notorious cases of orime. It would doubiless prove harm-
less in the case of an individual convicted by a court of justice, of some orimi.
oal offence, as such an occurrence is taken by Masons as evidence prima facia
of guilt, However, such instances are rare, indeed I have never known of but

22
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one case in which the Master of a Lodge had so far forgotten his elevated official
connection with Masonry as to place himself in so (isgraceful a condition. Itis
scarcely consistent, therefore to base an argament upon an hypothesis so remote.
I wish simply to illustrate how palpable the ciroumstances should be to justify
the interposition of the disciplinary prerogative of a Grand Master. A prompt
and decisive disciplinary course of procedure generally proves salutary, and as
a principle of policy is correct, nor can it always be neglected with impunity.
But in these cases generally, there are important principles involved, rendering
necessary a deliberate consideration, sufficiently so at least, as to indace a hesi-
ranoy on the part of the officer in carrying his convictions of duty to this extreme.
It is in effect & disposition, and virtually deprives a Lodge of one of the principal
and necessary pillars to its support and symmetry. Indeed it has been thought
fatal to the existence of a Lodge, but this can hardly be the case, as the Brother,
though under punishment, is still nominally its Master. I have known instances
in which the members of the Lodge sympathized so strongly with the Master,
who was suffering under official diecipline, as to make his cause their own,
thereby producing trying and unmanagable difficulties, Although this should
not deter a necessary enforcement of discipline, yet a oettainly of such conse-
quences, should not be entirely disregarded.

But to proceed, I think it very questionable whether more can be required of
a Master than a faithfol performance of his official duties. So long as he com-
plies with the rules of the Iastitution in these particulars, and keeps the course
of his Lodge within the prescribed limits of the constitutions, so long is he shel-
tered from its penalties, and independent of Executive interference. I admit
that delinquences in a Master are particularly reprehensible, as the installation
vows, which he voluntary takes upon himself exact his explicit obedience to the
moral law. In disregarding then, any of those stipulations, either in office or
morals, he does in fact oriminally falsify his plighted honor. Taking a meta-
physioal view of the subject it would seem, that to offend in either the one or the
other of these classes of duties, would, from their insidious association, necessa-
rily involve both. But while this philogophical fact may prove a union of mind
and matter, it does at the same time distinctly mark their individual identity,
separating which, a well defined line can and should be muaintained to distin-
guish between moral and official offences. Tne fact is that the moral and phys-
ical man are so mysteriously blended, that unless subjected to a fastidious anal-
ysis, it is difficult to discriminate between their apparent mutual offences. We
should therefore concede to such cases large and comprehensive definitions, so
as to render obvious their distinctive characters, thus facilitating a faithfal appli-
cation of the rules of Masonic law appropriately and justly. Instances have oc-
curred in which a misdemeanor may combine a moral and official offence both ;
such as taking money belonging to the Lodge, semi-officially and appropriating
it to his own personal use. By such an acta Master is culpable in a two-fold
degree, and his official criminality would preponderate, rendering him amenable
to the Grand Lodge. But should the offence lie over or remain undiscovered
unti! he is superceded in office, its moral aspect would then preponderate, when
he can be tried by his own Lodge.
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In connection with this subject, the question naturally presents iteell, if a
Master may be tried, how and by whom are the charges to be preferred. For
conlumacy and that class of offences, there is little or no difficulty in discovering
a medium for his arraignment, but for other offences of which his Lodge or some
of its members are alone cognizant, the difficulties are more formidable. I pre-
sume however, that in every such case the charges can only come up, through
his owa Lodge, the Grand Master or his represetative presiding during the pro-
gress of preparing them. While a Lodge cannot try its Master, it certainly may
perfect and present charges against him for malfeasance in office and prosecute
the case before the proper tribunal. If it be consisteat with the economy of
Masonry, that a Master may be arraigned and brooght to the bar of the Grand
Lodge for a misdemeanor, it is remarkable that the Ancient Regulations should
make no reference to the subject nor open an avenue by which it could be
effected. The inference is, that no such prosecution was ever intended to be
engrafted in the permanent regulations of the Order. If the principle is admisei-
ble at al], its application must be cloased with those extreme cases requiring a
“pew Regulation.” It is a source of the highest gratification that instances eo
rarely ocour jeopardizing the elevated poeition of a Master of a Lodge. The
Institation, however, expects to find in him a high degree of moral perfection, and
would be disappointed should the contrary appear. He is selected from among
his Brethren for his good social position, svavity of manners and Masonic know-
ledge; he is presamed to be above reproach, exercising the moral characteristics
of the man, * keeping himself unspotted from the world” ; to indulge in no ex-
cesses or vices which can bring a reproach upon the Insmutlon a skillfol and
wise master workman, one who has the confidence of hie fellows and bearing
upon his brow the impress of truth and fidelity. It is true we do not often find
all these qualifications united in one individual, nor in every case, is there so
sirong an affinity between a Master and members of the Lodge as should charac-
terize their relationship, but it is so in many cases and should be so in every in-
sance. As a Master cannot be tried for immoral conduct, he should so live as
to reflect honor upon his Lodge, secure the approval of his own conscience and
the approbation of the Fraternity at large.

- There is no doubt thatthe prerogatives of the Master’s office cover every de-
gree of power neoessary to insure the peace and good order of a Lodge while it
is in session ; therefore no extraordinary assumption of authority need ever to be
resorted to, in executing perfectly the governmental demands of the Institution.
The authority entrusted to the Master is however, restricted to an open Lodge,
and the circumstances transpiring in his presence while he is presiding, and can-
not properly reach those of its members who are, for the time being, outside of
the Lodge. A writer on Masonic jurisprudence, in a work published in New
York in 1836, differing in this opinion, seems to think that a Master’s authority is
not confined to these limits and ¢ that he may forbid the admission of a member
of the Lodge should he think his presence might impair the peace and bharmony
of the meeting.” This opinion is undoubtedly erroneous; it is not only in my
opinion, violative of well established principles in Masonic government, bat it
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fatally assails the indisputable right of every member in good standing to enter
and be present at the meetings of his Lodge, a right he cannot be deprived of,
without due form of trial by his peers; certainly not by the ipse dixit of the
Master. The right thus personally to exercise an outside autborative serveil-
lance over the membership, and to prosecute, judge, convict and execute a Ma-
son, and to practice all these functions at one and the same time, is not vested in
the office, nor should it be. If a Master can forbid the admission of one mem-
ber he may exclude any number, which is certainly a very liberal conceesion
to an office already, in its legitimate characteristics, invested with almost impe-
rial authority. Without tracing the consequent evils upon the adoption of so
fallacious a principle. I submit that a Master cannot, with any propriety or by
any principle of justice, upon presumptive evidence or by inference determine,
that because a member outside of the Lodge, may have assumed a menacing
attitade, or behaved himself unseemly, that, therefore he would if admitted im-
pair the peace and harmony of the Lodge meeting by any over act, indeed the
probabilities are against bis doing so. I go farther and say that even if the
Master knew—which is an impossibility—that such a result would follow the ad-
mission of the member, he possesses no authority for excluding him. To take
ocognizance of an offence, calling into requisition the privileges of this particular
olass of discipline, the offensive act must ocour in open Lodge, when, if the
member should persistently violate the rules of decorum, he may be ejected
temporarily and await the further action of the Lodge, as setforth in the Consti-
tations of 1723, but surely the Master cannot in reason or justice, upon his own
motion, anticipate an offence, and punish an iragioary offender in this summary
and arbitrary manner.
Yours, in fraternal love, D.

CONDITION OF MASONRY IN MASSA.
CHUSETTS.
[From the ofBcial Reports of the District Deputy Grand Masters, made to the Grand
Master in Dec. 1861. )
FIRST DISTRICT.

Boston, Dec. 21, 1861.
W. D. Coonivex, Esq., Grand Master of Masons in Massachusetts.

It is a pleasant duty to report the condition of the Lodges of the First Ma-
sonic District. Embracing eight of the Lodges in the Metropolis and three in
the suburban towas, it tells the condition of the institution throughout the Com-
monwealth.

I cannot, therefore, omit the opportunity presented, of congratulating you, that
you have been called to preside over its destinies at a time when its high stand-
ing and great prosperity are without a parallel in its history ; and when all that
you pan hope or desire is, to transmit it to your successor in the same healthy
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condition in which you found it, and for which, in a great measure, we are in-
debted to the faithful labors of your two more immediate predecessors, Winslow
Lewis, M. D., and John T. Heard, Esq. I have visited nearly all of the Lodges
of the Jurisdiction more than once.

The official visits and examinations were made by me in person, with one ex
ception. Being unable to make my official visit to Revere Lodge, without re.
quiring them to call a special meeting for the purpoee, { constituted our R. W,

Br. Clement A. Walker, M. D., a special deputy 10 make the visit in my stead.
He discharged the duty in an efficient and faithfal manner, and greatly to the
acceptance of the Brethren of that highly respectable Lodge.

The suburban Lodges, Monitor, of Waltham, Bethesda, of Brighton, and Pe
Quossette, of Watertown, though not doing a great amount of work, itis of the
best of materials, and of finished workmanship. The distinguished reception
with which they greeted your representative, and the pleasant and social hours
I enjoyed with them after the close of our labors, 1 shall not soon forget. The
frisndly and social manner in which the members of these Lodges visit each
other, I recommend to others.

The Lodges in East Boston, Mt, Tabor, Baalbeo, and Hammatt, thongh feel-
ing the pressure of the times, hold their meetings, and practice our rights with
undiminished zeal and interest.

My visits to St. Joha’s and Winlow Lewis Lodges were full of interest. There
is the good old St. John's, the first Lodge oa the continent, beautiful and young
100 in her green old age! and there is Winslow Lewis Lodge, a young scion
from that ancient tree! Neither can be surpassed in skill in work, or devotion to
our principles. Then, there is St. Andrew’s, upward of a century old. How
pleasant to Jook upon her old By-Laws, and the signature of the patriot Joseph
Warren, and to think of the meetings in the Old Green Dragon, where he pre-
sided.

Bat the muost interesting evént of the year was my visit to Mt. Lebanon Lodge.
Our much esteemed Brother Lash was there to celebrate the sixtieth anniver-
sary of his membership. And right gallantly did the Brethren greet him! with
feastings and rejoicings! They greeted him as the patriarchal cedar of their
Lebanon, whose branches had preserved their Lodge when weak, from being
forn up and blown away by the anti-masonic storm; and he was assured in
relurn that they wonld protect him against any rude blasts that might beset his
declining years, and when the all-devouring scythe of time should cut the brittle
thread of his life, the sweet remembrance of bis virtues will remain with us till
time shall be no more. On this occasion also, was present the R. W. John B.
Hammatt, sixty years a member of St. John’s Lodge, whose memory our East
Boston Brethren have taken such pains to preserve.

Thus may we ever honor our fathers in Masonry, that the dayu of our insti-
tution may be long in the land which the Lord our God bath given us. The de-
tails of the work of the District during the past year are already in the archives
of the Grand Lodge. Fraternally, your obedient servant,

BENJ. DEAN, D. D. G. M. 1st MasonicDisirict,
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SECOND DISTRICT.

Salem, Dec. 5th, 1861.
To the M. W. WiLLiam D. CooLipek,

Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Massachuselis—

I have the honor, in accordance with my duty, to report to you the condition
of the Lodges in this, the second Masonic Distriot of the Commonwealth.

The ten Lodges which you have been pleased to place under my charge, re-
main as formerly in a prosperous and flourishing state. As will be seen by my
returns, herewith submitted, there have not been so many initiated during the
present year as during the previous one. The number has fallen from seventy-
seven to fiftynine. But this is not to be regarded as indicative of any decline
in the Order, but is owing to other and independent canses. The state of the
country, which has almost engrossed the thoughts of all good citizens, and has
led them to dwell upon but one idea, besides taking away great numbers of our
young and active men, has naturally and unavoidably interferred with the reg-
ular workings of all home institutions. In this connection I cannot fail to allude
to one of the Lodges under my charge, Tyrian Lodge, of Gloucester. This is
the only Lodge within my jurisdiction which I have not met in regular com-
munication. In this instance I saw only the Secretary and his Record. The
three first officars of the Lodge are all officers in the volunteer army, and as
well as many of its members are at the eeat of war. Honor be to them for leav.
ing their posts and their homes, and joining in the struggle to sustain our national
unity and independence. True men and true Masons may they fight the good
fight; may they strike valiantly and well, and may the God of battles return
them in safety to their Brethren and their firesides. Another of my Lodges,
Essex, of Salem, sent off among those who first rushed to the rescue, iis first
officer, and several of its members. The Master left a Captain and returned
a Lieutenant Colonel, and he proved himself as brave and skillful a soldier, as
his Brethren had long known him to be an accomplished and faithful Mason.
Other instances, both in this and in the other Lodges, might be mentioned, of
those who at home and in peace, were the best patterns of Masonio knowledge
and virtue, proving themselves in war and in times of national peril, the noblest
exemplars of the sublime virtue of patriotism. May God epeed the time when
Masons at the North and at the South shall again meet together in love and har-
mony. Baut let it not be until they can meet as citizens of one country ; mem-
bers of one common and re-established Union, with one constitation to govern,
and one gloirous Flag to wave over them. That this time may soon come, let
us all labor, and strive and pray.

In one of my Lodges, 8t. Mark’s, of Newburyport, there has been manifest
and marked improvement during the past year. The feeling between its mem-
bers and those of St. John’s Lodge, in the same city, which is one of my best
Lodges, is kind and cordial, and the result is the increased comfort of both,
There is but one other Lodge which I deem it necessary to mention, by name,
Warren Lodge, at Amesbury. It is the smallest Lodge in the District, bas la-
bored under many disadvantages; and without the slightest intention of reflect-
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ing upon its officers or members, I may say, that it falls behind the other Lodges
in its ritoal and work. I would respectfully advise that it receive the earliest
attention of the Grand Leoturer.

I desire, before closing, to acknowledge on my part the signal service which
you, M. W. G. Master, as the angust head of our Order in this Commonwealth,
are rendering to the Masonic world, and the honor you are conferring upon the
Brethren. Your present distinguished position is but the rightful culmination of
a long career of highly useful and honorable labor. May your life long be
spared, and may your services long be retained in a sphere where you can do so
muoch for the profession you adorn.

I desire, also, publicly to acknowledge the favors I have received from the
Grand Secretary in my official relations. I have had frequent occasion to con-
sult some acknowledged authority, npon vexed and difficult questions, and I
have always found in this officer one who courteously and cheerfully gaye me
every assistance in his power, and whose decisions T found were respected by
the Brethren as positive law.

I bave the honor to be, most respectfully yours,

WM. SUTTON, D. D. G. M. 24 Disind.

THIRD DISTRICT.
To the Most Worshipful WiLLiam D. CooLincr,
Grand Master of Masons in Massachusetis—

My Dzar Sir anp BroTHER—In my Annual Communioation to your pre-
decessor in office, I gave a brief detail of the condition of the several Lodges in
the Third Masonic District, as found one year since, upon the oceasion of my reg-
ular visits. With but litle change, that report would suffice for the preseat year.

Corinthian Lodge, at Concord, is the only Lodge whose annual return shows
that no increase has been made in its numbers this year. Various reasons have
concarred to prevent applications being made. It is the smallest in the Distriot;
its members are soattered, and all its officers do not reside in the town whaere it
is established. .

1 visited St. Paul's Lodge, at Groton, upon the occasion of its Annual Com-
moaication. It gives me pleasure to record the presence at this meeting, of our
venerable Brother John Walton, M. D., aged ninetyone years. The W. Master,
Br. E. D. Bancroft, gave an interesting sketch of the Lodge and of the changes
which bhad taken place during the year. Itappears that two Brethren, James
Larkin (Past Master,) and Nathaniel Stone, have deceased, who, on the 12th of
August, A. D. 1811, were together raised as Master Masons, and who, ever since,
uninterruptedly, until the time of their decease, have been active members of
the Lodge.

Merrimack Lodge, at Haverhill, has lost the past year Brother Elbridge G.
Eaton, Past Master; one of its most active and revered members. Through his
exertions, mainly, the Charter of this Lodge was restored ; and by his \zeal and
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labor, as W. Master, it has been brought to its present high position. Brother
Eaton was buried by his Lodze with Masonic honors; in the ceremonies of which
the various Lodges in the neighborhood assisted.

Grecian Lodge, at Lawrence, is in the most flourishing condition, and, at my
annual visit, appeared to be in a much better state than I found it a year ago.
It is now the latgest Lodge in the District.

Pauwtucket Lodge, at Lowell, appears to better advantage than ever before. Its
officers have been selected with careful discrimination, and its capabilities for
effectively conferring the degrees are unsurpassed in the District,

Aurora Lodge, at Fitchburg, has selected R. W. Jonas A. Marshall, M. D.,
Past Junior Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge, as its W, Master. He is highly
esteemed by the Brethren, and has occupied the East at various times before.
This Lodge is building a fine and capacious Hall, for its own use, thus evincing
the great prosperity which heretofore has, and atill does, attend it.

The other Lodges, whom it is unnecessary to name, are in a prosperous state,

and the various members appear to be inspired with a praiseworthy zeal for the
institation.

Caleb Butler Lodge, at Groton, has sent many of its members to the seat of
war ; one of whom is W. Master of a Camp Lodge, chartered by you in a Massa-
chusetts Regiment, while others ooccupy high and responsible positions in the
Lodge under him.

The unhappy state of the country, and the consequent depression of business,
are leaving their eflect upon the Lodges, as will be seen in the diminished rev-
enue to the Grand Lodge, when the returns are made up another year. Since
the first of September last, the commencement of our fiscal year, a marked
falling off in receipts is evident.

During my visits to the Lodges, I have carefully examined the By-laws, and
Records, and witnessed an exemplification of the work, and lectures in each.
I have endeavored to establish a uniform manner of keeping the Records,
throughout the District. Within a few years great laxity has grown up in some
of the Lodges in this respect; many essentials being omitted for the sake of.
brevity.

There appear to have been ninetytwo initiates this year, while the returns show
one hundred and three during the previous year.

More Dispensations have been granted this year than before. In cases of sol-
diers and officers applying none have been refused. I have considered it proper
that patriotism should be encouraged and rewarded, and that Dispensations should
be given to this class of candidates to enable them the better to encounter the
hardships and rigor of the camp; and that by meaus of our Order social inter-
ocourse and Brotherly relations with their Brethren in armus, might be promoted.

It gives me great pleasure to report, that the various Lodges are presided over
by wise and discreet officers, and that the affairs of the, Lodges are conducted
with prudence and propriety. Harmony prevails among the Brethren, while
charitable and patriotic efforts, continue to distinguish their conduct among men.
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Before closing this report permit me to express the renewed obligations I am
under to R. W. Wm. North, your Senior Grand Warden, and my predecessor in
the office of District Deputy Grand Master, for the kind assistance which he has
rendered me in the performance of my official duties.

I remain, Fraternally, your very obedient servant,
WILLIAM 8. GARDNER,
Loteell, Nov. 28, 1861, D. D. G. M. 3d Distrid.

THE SUPREME COUNCIL.

Mz. Eprroa—Dxar Sia axp Broraza—Some time since, you published in
your Magazine two articles of mine, entitled * Under whioh King?” in relation
to the tronbles in the Supreme Council A. and A. Rite for the Northen Jurisdic-
tion. If you deem the following worthy of a place in your Magazine, and of
sufficient importance to warrant publication, it is at your service. If you think,
however, any farther discussion is likely to do more evil than good please sup-
press it,

I have received a pamphlet from some source, entitled “A RrrrLy TO
Dzita,” and subecribed * Z.” I examined it eagedy, expecting to find, of
oourse, & fair and coarteous discussion of the questions involved, and hoping to
receive farther light. I laid it aside with feelings more of sorrow than of anger,
and more of mortification than of both.

I was deeply mortified that any porson claiming to be a Mason, should put forth
such a document; should pervert the statements and misrepresent the positions
of an opponent, as “Z" has done ; and especially that he should deal in epithets
which no gentleman, much less a Mason, would use towards another, If “Z”
expects me to go into a contest of Zhis kind, he is mistaken. My past habits of
life have not fitted me for such a contest; and I leave « Z” all the’ laurels that
may be won in it.

Was it presumption or dishonesty in me to discuss the questions I undertook to
discuss? Is it one of the prerogatives of the possessors of the 33d degree, that no
oue else can discuss their acts? Let me tell “ Z” that when the possessors of
that degree became divided among themselves and form two parties, and each
party claims 10 be the true head of the Order, and denounces the other as spuri-
ous, and Masons of the inferior degrees are called upon to decide between them,
they will discuss the questions involved, and will decide them for themselves; and
that party which is evidently in the wrong will soon be left with a head (sot dis-
enfy—and nothing more! And that too, in spite of large words, base epithets,
and hints about secrel constifutions.

In that predicament we of the inferior dergrees have been placed, so that
we maust, at the peril of our Masonic standing, decide whom to follow, and must
decide correctly. Is it then, presumption or dishonesty for us to disouss the matter
among ourselves !

¢ Z” admits that the question whether the Grand Commander had the power
10 close the Council against the wishes of the other members, lies at the thresh-

23
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old of the questions in dispute. He says he might admit for argument's sake,
that G. C. Raymond had not such power; and then inquires, if that constitutes a
license for the other members to do all manner of wrong? Certainly it does not;
and moreover no one ever asserted it ever did. I did not pretend it wasa
“license” for any illegal act. 1 discussed each act of the Conncil upon its own
merits. If this act of Raymond was right, all the acts of the Council afierwards
must be wrong ; if it was wrong and void, the subsequent acts of the Council
may be right; and each one must be tested 1o ascertain their character. 1 stated
this distinctly in my former article, Is ¢ Z” so dull that he did not understand
me? If not, why, then, misrepresent me? Such a cousse of argument will
never avail, in the end ; and “ Z’s” Masonry should have tanght him that an
express misrepresentation is no worse than one by suference and necessary impli-
cation.

‘' 2" asks if the Governor should pardon a criminal without the consent of the
Executive Council, if that would justify them in holding a meeting withoot him
and proceeding to liberate all the prisoners in the State? No, but it would justify
them and every one else in treating that pardon as vowd, and in doing business in
relation to it, just as if it never happened. The Council in our case did just the
same thing, treated the act as void, and proceeded accordingly. A more appo-
site illustration would have been to inquire if the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives should declare it adjourned sine die, against the wishes of the other
members and retire, what they could do?—They could and would do just as the
Council did, put some one else in his place and go on with their business, and
anything done by them within constitutional limits would be valid. Let it be
remembered, that in putting this illustration, * Z" is proceeding for the time, up-
on my assumption that the Grand Commander is merely the presiding officer of
the Council. 1s that the relation in which the Governor stands towards his Exec-
utive Council ?

If Raymond had no power to close the Council as he did, has % Z” shown
that the other members could not go on with their business, within constitutional
limits ¢

He then takes issue with me on my denial of the power of the Grand Com-
mander 1o close the Council at his pleasure. He quotes my remark that the
¢ Grand Commander has no powers by immemorial custom and practice,” and
inquires ‘“ how does this man know the customs and practices of a Masonio
body of which he is not a member and whose degree he says he never took ¥

I say in answer, 1 did not know them, and I never said 1 did. But I did say
and do know that whatever customs and practices, the thirtythird degree may
have, it has no immemonial castoms, or immemorial practices. We all know that
an institation which has had an existence but a few years, can have no immemo-
rial customs, In 1786 Frederic, to make provision for the succession, founded
this degree, to become operative after his death. He died the same year, bot for
various reasons, no Council was formed under the Constitations of 1786 till May
31, 1801. The Council in the Northern Jurisdiction was not formed till 1813,
With these facts in view, was I justified in saying that the degree has no “imme-
morial custom and practice "



THE SUPREME COUNCIL, 179

But [ go further. The Constitutions were framed before there were any cus-
toras or practices of this degree. All customs and practices conflicling with these
Constilutions have no force. These Constitutions have been published, and
other things being equal, a person who is not a 33d is as capable of construing
them as one who is, or one who claims to be and 1s Not. The degree, therefore,
having no ancient customs which can control the Constitution, has none which
can; and the powers, &c, of the different members being defined in the Consti-
totions, can be readily understood by those who are not members. *Z” next
altacks my statement that ¢ the thirtythird degree has no land-marks,” which
statement he characterizes as * the climax of Masonic impertineace.” He asks,
“ who knows, and who alone has a right to know, what are the land-marks of a
degree, except those who bave taken it 7’

No one, provided it has any. But any person may know that a degree has no
land-marks, as that term is ueed in Masonry. The first requisite of a land-mark,
eays Mackey, is ‘‘ that it must have existed from time whereof the memory of
man raoneth not to the contrary. Its antiquity is its essential element.” Does
not the very definition of Land-marks, taken with the history of this degree, show
, that it cannot possibly bave one ?

¢« Z" is fond of comparing the powers of the Grand Commander with those of
a Grand Master or a Master of a Lodge. But there is an essential difference in
the source of their powers. In case of the latter, customs and practices which
have existed for ages, have culminated in written constitutions. But these con-
stitutions are meisely a collection of these customs, and any provisions of a consti
tation, conflicting with these custome, are void ; the constitution must yield tothe
custom, which cannot be changed : when it is ascertained what the custom has
been, the law is ascertained. This immemorial custom has given Masters and
Grand Masters certain powers which cannot be taken away—nor vested concur-
rently in any other peisons.

Ia case of the Grand Commander, the constitutions having been written before
the degree had an existence, and as it exists by virtue of those constitutions, he
must look in them for his powers. If they can be changed his powers may be.
Each officer, when the first Council was formed, found his duties prescribed.
Even the rifual must have been provided in advance and been made to agree
with the Constitutions,

This essential distinction is lost sight of by “Z.” In blue Masanry, the cus-
toms, 1o which the constitutions must yield, give the Master certain prerogatives ;
the constitutions of the thirtythird degree, 1o which all their customs must yield,
make the Grand Commander the equal (and no more in most respects) of the
other members of the Council. He next appeals to history and challenges me
1o produce u single instance in which the Grand Commander has closed the
Council by a vote of the members. In answer, I challenge him to produce a
siugle instance (save the aftempt of Raymond) in which the Council was closed
against the wishes of a majority of the members. In so small a body of men,
a vole is not necessary to indicate their wishes; and I do not believe there has
been an instance in which the Commander has not acted in accordance with the
wishes of the Council in regard to closing it. '
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But *Z,” not content with taxing me with dishonesty, presumption, imperti-
nence, falsehood, &c., &o., actmlly proceeds to execate me by hanging; and
worse than all, leaves me dangling—or rather, he says he does! Let us see
how he does it. He says, I said the Council has * rurL masonic PowmR.”
Granted. Ergo, says *“ Z,” if the Council has yoLL MasoNIC PowER, the Grand
Commander has power to close the Council against its wishes! The Councl has
full power, Ergo, the Commander has power over the Coundcil ! !

I do not fear hanging with that chain of reasoaing. Too many links are mis-
sing to make it seem dangerous to me,

I showed in my former article that when a person receives the thirtythird de-
gree he becomes ipso faclo a member of the Council. He says this cannot be,
because the Constitation limits the number to nine. He says this sweeps away
two pages and a half of my argument. Perhaps it does, but his saying so does
not make it so. I showed that the Council could by vote change the Constitu-
tion, and by their acts did so. In no other manner could the degree be conferred on
more than nine. As % Z” has made no attempt to refute my argunents npon these
points, nor deny the authority of P. G. C. Yates, I will not pursue them farther.
His statement, that the Constitution had not then been changed, is merely beg-
ging the question.

In regard to Rev. Paul Dean, I had the impression that he died between May
and August, 1860, If so, my saying no further notice need be taken of him was
correct. “Z’ says Mr. Dean was alive and present at the meeting in May, 1860.
I infer from what ¢ Z” says, Dean did not die till 1861.

But if he was alive in Angust, 1860, it makes no difference in the resuit. It
he was alive, the number of members was fifteen. Now eight is as much.a quo-
rum of fifleen, as fourteen. The proceedings show that eight were present at the
meeting of August, 1860, six of whom voted for the changes in the Constitu-
tion, &c.

He next denies my statements in regard to Lawson and Field. He meets
them with mere denial. He must pardon me, if I prefer torely on the authority
of my informants, rather than on his.

T looked for * more light” from some quarter in regard to this matter. I am
disappointed. If *Z" has given us all that can be said to sustain Raymond, his
cause is even weaker than I supposed.

I referred to the secret ritual in my former articles. There have been some
hints and intimations from certain parties with an I could an I would” air, that
the secret ritual contains that which conclusively seitles this whole matter. We

“of the inferior degrees, can have no actual knowledge upon this point. But we
do not believe there is anything in the ritnal conflicting ‘with the Constitution.
We have the right to presume 80 ; and this presumption is sufficient for us to act
upon. But we have more. e have the authority of Gourgas, Hubbard, Van
Rensselaer, Moore, Case, Young, Starkweather, Christie and many others upon
whom we have been accustomed to rely with implicit confidence.

¢ Z” may be assured that that confidence will not be shaken by denunciation,
epithets, insinuations or attempted ridicule. He may also be assured that neither
big statements npr my siatements that we have demolished each other’s argu-
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ments will have any weight with our Brethren ; but they will examine the argu-
ments and decide for themselves, He might have materially shortened his arti-
cle, if he bad not acted upon the assumption, that it was necessary to inform bis
readers very frequently that he had refuted my arguments and overthrown my
positions. He seemed to fear, they would not perceive it, unless he told them
s0; and I confess, I myself suspect they would ot have done so, if he had not
kept telling them so ! DxLta.

THE LATE CHARLES GILMAN.

Wz were greatly surprised, in the early part of the last month, to hear
that the honored Brother whose name we have placed at the head of this
notice, had gone to his heavenly home. We were aware that this was an
event which, from the nature of the disease with which he had been so
long afflicted, could not be long deferred ; but we had supposed, that
when it did take place, the Fraternity of the whole couatry would be
promptly and suitably notified of it, for there are but few Masons, living
or dead, whose memory is, or will be, more eminently entitled to the
grateful remembrance of their surviving Brethren. We learn from the
proceedings of the Grand Chapter of Maryland, November 12, 1861,
(just received,) that he died on the 9th of the preceding September, and
that the Grand Secretary was directed to publish the doings of that Body
in relation to the event, * in such newspapers in the city of Baltimore and
Washington as he should deem expedient.” And this was probably done,
though neither of the papers in which they were published fell under our
notice. We take the liberty however, to suggest to our Compasions of
the Grand Chapter, that the occasion was not the most suitable one to ig-
nore the Masonic periodicals of the country,—that something was due
from them to those who, thought at a distance, had a common share in
our Bother’s love, and feel a common sympathy in his death,—who dearly
loved him while living, and, now dead, would lovingly mingle their tears
with those of his kindred and friends in grateful remembrance of his
manly virtues and Masonic worth. He was no ordinary man, neither
was he an ordinary Mason. He was, masonically speaking, a national
man. He belonged to no particular section or locality. Each and every
section of the Masonic jurisdiction of the country had been enriched and
honored by his talents, his learning, and his labors, and all feel and mourn
his death as a common and mutual loss.

The proceedings of the Grand Chapter of Maryland were perhaps, as a
whole, all that was required, and we feel a mournful pleasure in transfer-
ring them to ourpages ; and we avail ourself of the opportunity thus afforded
to tender our personal thanks to our talented friend and Brother Hon. B.
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B. FrexncH, for the eloquent and truthful tribute of respect and affection so
promptly and justly paid to the memory of our deceased friend and
loved Brother. The sad event having been officially announced, a com-
mittee was appointed to prepare suitable resolutions, expressive of the re-
spect of the Grand Chapter for the memory of the deceased. This com-
mittee subsequently made their report as follows :—

RESOLUTIONS,

Whaezeas it has pleased the Great Architect of the Universe to remove our be-
loved and respected companion, Charles Gilman, from this to a purer and better
world ; and whereas all through his life he manifested a devotion to our Order
which American Freemasons never can forget—he having performed most aceept-
ably the duties of Grand Master of Masons of New Hampshire and of Maryland ;
of General Grand High Priest of the General Grand Chapter of the United States ;
of General Grand Recorder of the General Grand Encampment of Knights Temp-
lar, and of General Grand Secretaty of the General Grand Chapter of the United
States, besides many other Masonic offices, and also having performed all his duties
as a good citizen, a good man, and a Christian: There(ore

Resolved, That the Grand Chapter of Maryland aad the District of Columbia
hereby express their heartfelt sorrow at their own bereavement, and that they ex-
tend to the family of their deceased companion their deep and abiding sympathy.

Resolved, That in the death of Charles Gilman, Masonry has lost one of its
brightest ornaments, religion one of its firmest and most consistent and ardent
friends and supporters, and society one whose presence ever lighted up with joy the
social circle.

Resolved, That in outward testimouny of our sorrow, we will wear the usual badge
of mourning for thirty days, and that a page of the printed record be appropriated
as a tablet to his memory.

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary cause these resolutions to be published in
such papers as he may deem expedient, and that he communicate a copy of them
to the widow of our deceased compaaion.

Upon the reading of the resolutions, M. E. Past G. H. P., B. B. French, rose and
made some remarks, which were, in substance, as follows :—

I came here this evening unprepared to say one word, but I cannot permit the
resolutions so appropriate to the memory of our dsceased companion to pass with-
out bearing some little testimony to his memory.

Charles Gilman was my friend. Not the friend of yesterday, last week, last
wonth, or last year, but of almost an ordinary life time. In his young manhood I
knew him well. We practiced law at the same bar in New Hampshire, our native
State, where, as long ago as 1625, we became personal friends. We were mem-
bers of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of that State together, from
1828 to 1833, when I lelt the State. Our deceased companion was elected Grand
Master at the last communication of that Grand Lodge which I ever attended,
in June, 1833. In the succeeding December, I came to Washington, and about
the same time Companion Gilman changed his residence and became a citizen of
Baltimore. The personal friendship existing between us continued, and our pe-
culiar Masonic ties seemed to cement it with a strength that never gave way on
earth, and was only broken by his death, to be renewed, I trust in a better and
brighter world.
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Charles Gilman possessed all the attribates of a man. In person mad bearing
few surpassed him. Possessed, naturally, of a high order of intellect, his mind was
caltivated and richly stored with lesrning and practical information, which enabled
him to perform every duty he undertook well and acceptably. A braver, ora
more honest soul was never implanted in a buman form. When be had once made
up bis mind that a thing was right, no earthly power could influence him, and by
bis firmness and perseverance in what he deemed a right course of duty, he sore-
times offended, for the time being, his best friends ; but while, for a moment, they
believed bim wrong, they respected the impulse that led him to pursue a course
that they knew he sincerely believed 1o be right.

He was a truly pious man. From bis early years he had a deep reverence for
religion, and in the prime of his manhood, united himself with the Episcopal
church. He became a leading vestry-roan of the particular church with which he
was usited, and was, up 1o his death, I believe, its treasurer. He was, from his
earliest manhood, a Free and Accepted Mason, and beld his duties to the Order
only a single step below those he owed to his church. He held perbaps, as many
high Masonic offices as any person in the United States. He was, as | bave said,
Grand Master of Masons of New Hampshire in 1833. He was afterwards Grand
Master of Masous of Maryland ; was G. G. Recorder of the G. G. Encampment of
the United States, and @. G. Secretary of the G. G. Chapter for many years. He
was G. G. High Priest of the G. G. Chapter of the United States ; Grand Com-
mander of Maryland Commandery, and in the Scottish rite he was a Sovereign
Grand Inspector Genesal of the 33d and last degree. ln all these offices he did
his whole duty, and received the high reward of the sincere thanks of all the Bodies
in which he performed thero. He held very many more subordinate offices in
Masonry which I cannot now designate.

Such were the intimate relations between Companion Gilman and myself, that
when I visited Baltimore his house was my home, and when he came here my
house was his. This intimacy led to a confidence between us which, I apprehend,
exists between but few men. He was indeed, * my Brother,” and in the fraternal
spirit indeced by that intimacy, I am now endeavoring to do a little of my duty to
the memory of my friend.

A few years since Companion Gilman, in passing along a platform covered with
sleet, of which he was not aware, fell very heavily upon the back of his head.
He was stunned for an instant, but soon recovered, and thought little of it. It
was not long, however, before his vision became seriously affected, and, gradually,
the disease fastened upon the brain until Charles Gilman became but a mere
shadow of his former self. The best medical skill, the never ending patience and
watchfulness and nursing of a devoted wife and a beloved daughter, could not put
aside the impending blow, and in Sept, last, after, s 1 have since his death been in-
formed, several weeks of a clear and lucid mind, which God kindly retarned to him,
be died as a good Christian Mason should, triumphing in the certainty of future
happiness.

1 saw my friend, for the last time, in December last, and no words can decribe to
you the feelings with which I sat at hisside. 1 knew then Ishould never see him
sgain i this world. He knew me and seemed to greet me with pleasure, but, if you,
any of you, have seen the wreck of avght you loved, you can appreciate what I
eaanot describe.

He is gone—a good man, a good Christian, and a good Mason has been gathered
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to his fathers. He has left a widow and a darling daughter to mourn his loss. Let
our sympathies go to them. Time can heal the wound in their bosoms, we need
not attempt it, for it is beyond human power ; bat that God who *‘ softens the wind
to the'shorn lamb” will, in his own good time, soften their affliction, and they will
find that he is indeed, * the widow’s God and the Father of the fatherless.”

The vote being taken, the resolutions were unanimously adopted, and the Secre-
tary was directed to furnish a copy of them to the widow ot our deceased compan-
ion, and to publish them in such newspapers in the cities of Baltimore and Wash-
ington as;he may deem expedient.

On motion, companion B. B. French was requested to prepare an obituary notice,
and a page of the record was ordered to be appropriated as a tablet to the memory
ot our deceased companion, The following is the inscription :=—

Tms Pacx
By order of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of Maryland and District of Columbia,
18 BACREDLY INSORIBED TO THE MEMORY OF
COMPANION CHARLES GILMAN,
A true man, a true Mason, and a devoted Christian, whose death is deeply deplored and
whose memory is held sacred.

Comp. Gilman was horn at Meredith, in tho State of New Hampshire, on the 14th day of
December, 1793, and he died in Baltimore, on the 9th of September, 1861. By profession
he was a lawyer, and a good one,

He was made a Freemason in Union Lodge, in N. H., in 1823, and & Royal Arch Mason in
Union Chapter, in N. H., in 1826.

He passed through all the subordinate offices of the Lodge and Chapter, and was elected
Grand Master of Masons of N. H., in 1832 and 1833.

From 1842 to 1848, he was Grand Master of Marsons of the State of Maryland. He was
for fieen years the Recording officer of the G. G. Encampment and G. G. Chapter of
the United States, and the last Masonic office he ever held was that of General Grand
High Priest of the General Grand Chapter of the United States.

IN EVERY OFFICE HR EVER HELD HE DID HIS DUTY FAITHFULLY.

# And I heard & voice from Heaven saying unto me, write, blessed are the dead which
die in the Lord from henceforth ; yea, saith the spirit, that they may rest from their labors ;

and their works do follow them.”

RESOLUTIONS.

{Offered by Comp. Dr. Lewis, and unanimously adopted by the Grand Chapter of
Massachusetts, March 10, 1862] : —

Resolved, That we have learned with heartfelt sorrow the death of one of the
moat truly illustrous members of our institation, and one whose characteristics as a
Christian, asan accomplished and polished Gentleman, of * manners gentle, of affec-
tions mild,” endeared him to all, in the varied relations of his life.

Resolved, That his life-long devotion to Freemasonry ; the eminent ability, the
sterling value of his virtues, so conspicuouslv displayed in so many offices, in s0
many arduous labors in the cause of Fraternity and Brotherly Love, have shed an
additional lustre on our Order, and will ever perpetuate to its members, the loved,
the honored name of our Jate Comp. the Hon. Charles Gilman.

Resolved, That deeply sympathizing with his bereaved family in this their
great bereavement, they also can rejoice with them, that though the fond husband,
the affectionate father, bas passed away from earth, his soul has found rest in the
bosom of his God.
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FORFEITURE OF MEMBERSHIP.

Tae followimg decision by the Grand Lodge of Maine is just, equitable
and Masonic :—

In many of their Lodges there is a by-law to the effect, that a member neglect-
ing to pay his dues for a certain length of time, shall forfeit his membership;
under this by-law, after the expiration of the time speeified, in some Lodges, the
Secretary strikes the names of all delinquents from the roll at his own discretion,
in others he does it by order of the W. M. ; such a case came up on appeal, and it
was ruled, that no Mason should ever be deprived of his privileges of membership,
either in the fraternity or in his private Lodge, without due notice and trial.

ANNIVERSARY FESTIVAL OF GATE-OF
THE-TEMPLE LODGE.

Tae members of Gate-of-the-Temple Lodge located at South Boston, celebrated
the sixth Anniversary of the establishment of their Lodge, on Thursday evening,
March 13th ultimo, There were present on the occasion about a hundred ladies
and about the same number of Brethren, including the principal officers of the
Grand Lodge ia their rich and showy regalia. The exercisestook place in one
of the pablic halls, * which (we quote from the South Boston Register,) was elab-
orately and tastefally decorated by Messrs. Lamprell and Marble. The win-
dows were drapedin American flags, from which hung bunting along the sides
of the hall, terminating at a shield in front, and adorning the name of * WasHING-
Ton,” surrounded by the emblematio square and compass of the Order. Over
the main entrance to the hall was a shield circled by a wreath of olive leaves,
upon which rested a globe ; and over all hovered an eagle beneath a canopy of
flags. The shield was flanked upon either side with flags and bunting ; on the
right of the shield were the words ¢ Gate-of-the-Iemple Lodge,’ and on the left,
¢ Instituted, 5856. The general effect of the decorations was very pleasing,
evincing great taste in their arrangement.”

The officers of the Grand Lodge, with the officers of the celebrating Lodge,
were seated on a raised platform, with the Brethren at the opposite end, and the
ladies on the sides of the hall, presenting to the eye of the spectator fiom the
gallery, a beautiful tableaux. The exercises were commenced by the W,
Master of the Lodge, Brother Bensamiv Porx, who delivered the following neat
and appropriate Address :—

Warcoxx, friends from the north—welcome, Brethren from the east, the west,
the south! You of the Grand Lodge, welcome! You, Most Worshipfal Grand
Master, to whom it is our delight to render honor and allegiance, welcome! And,
above all, ladies, you whom we hold most dear to us, who lend the grace of heaven
to our homes, engrafting the joys of Paradise upon our lives, and who have come
herejto beautify and adorn this occasion, welcome! Welcome all, thrice welcome,
while we seek to perpetuate the remembrance of an anniversary honored and hal-
Jowed by every Brother in the little fraternity that claims the shelter of the canopy
of Gate-of the-Temple Lodge ; hallowed in the blessed memory of those cherished
Brothers who have gone from among us to that better land, that house aot made

2 .
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with hands, eternal in the heavens ; honored as an era in our lives as thedawn of a
new light upon those ald fandamental truths which have come down to us from the
fathers, and which teach Friendship, Morality, and Patriotism, Six years have
passed away ; and although the all-devouring scythe of Time bas not left us unad-
monished, yet an all-wise Providence has watched over sad protected us, and
blessed us with increase and prosperity.

Though Freemasonry is coextensive with the world, its principles eoeval with
ime, it is of course impossible to trace with any degree of accuracy its origin assn
institation. Like the Temple of which it is a type, and of whieh it has been said
that it had more the appearance of being the handiwork of the Bapreme Arehitect
of the Usniverse than that of beman hands, it is s structare erected without the aid
of any of those usual appliances invented by human ingenuity to cement other so-
cieties together.

‘“ No ponderous axe nor sounding anvil rang ;
Like some tall tree the noiseless fabric grew.”

It is a tradition which has come down to us from past ages. Its insignia are to
be found scattered among those shattered remains of ancient grandeur which it has
survived so many centuries. The attentive ear has received the sound from the in-
stractive tongue, and the most valuable secrets are safely lodged in the repository
of faithfal breasts. Tools and implements of architecture, symbols most expressive,
have been selected by the fraternity to imprint upen the memory wise and serious
trutbs, and thus, through a succession of ages, have been transmitted, unimpaired,
the most excellent tenets of our iastitution.

The uninitiated view Masoary only in its garb of secresy, through which conjee-
ture itself has as yet failed to penetrate. Seeing woman excluded from its privileges
and enjoyments, it is with wonder that they view the predominating influence of
the social element carried to such perfection.

While it is impossible for & woman to be « Mason, yet at the same time none can
be aggrieved, since no instance can be recalled of any desiring to becomesuch. And
here it will not be improper to remark that if the social relations of any Mason’s
family is at all unpleasently affected through neglect, undue absence from home,
dissipation, or other fault, such things are not chargeable upon the fraternity. Free-
masonry reguires that men should be good husbands, good fathers, good eitizens,
and he who shows himself to be different, is not only unworthy of the society of
the Beethren, but is a disgrace to the Order, and is discountenanced and despised by
all gnod Masons. Freemasoory being founded upon the practice of the social and
moral virtues, is pre-eminently a social institution, and it seems peculiarly fitting
that this Sixth Anniversary of our little Lodge ia which we have speat so many
happy hours, should be employed in sharing with our families and friends an even-
ing of rational enjoyment.

But when there are 20 many bright and shining lights prasent to-night to shed
their brilliancy on this festive scene, I dare not presume longer to detain you from
the realization of any anticipations of pleasure in which you may baweindulged.
Aund I rejoice that it is my high privilege to inaugurate this Anniversary Festival by
preseating to you Most Worshipful Brother William D. Coolidge, Esq., Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.

The M. W. Grand Master, WiLLiax D. Cooripax, Esq., then came forward
and said, substantially, that he wes thankful for the privilege and pleasure of
being present. I present my thanks, said the speaker, for the warm welcome
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which greets me. I thank you farther, my Brothers, for this occasion, because it
gives us pride to show to those whom we love that Masonry is not the stern,
selfish institation it is thought to be. There is, as the Brother said, a social ele-
ment ia it; and he has touched feelingly upon the relations we bear to those
present; and although they are not admitted to our Lodge-rooms, who doubts
that they are uppermost in the hearts of the Brethren? All we have is theirs—
all we hope for is to be shared with them,

R. W. Past Grand Master Winslow Lewis was next introduced. His remarks
were pertinent to the spirit, the vivacity of the ocoasion, obeerving that he ap-
peared befare his hearers in the unenviable character of the oldest in the gay
assemblage, bot that, from the inspiring presence of the young and the fair be,
fore him, the vigor and vivacity of earlier life were again remewed, that though

% Age was on his temples hung
Still the heart, his heart was young.”

The speaker made allusions to the personal benefit he had derived here and in
foreign lands fiom his long association with the Order—to its benign influence on
the character of those who rightly follow its precepts. He said, that as from him,
the Lodge had reeeived its charter six years since, so since, and for the future,
its prosperity would be peculiarly dear, and closed with his warmest wishes for
its sucoees,

At the conclusion of the addresses, which were listened to with much satisfac-
tion, the whole company joined in singing the following

ODE,
Written for the occasion by Rev. Bro. J. H. Crinon.
Tunzg—* Old Hundred.”

When God would form this spacious Earth,

And call creation into birth,

Six days the mighty work was prest,

The seventh was calmand holy rest.

And thus, our week of years is past,

Brothers, our Sabbath dawns at last j

We bail the rest our labors earn,
And to new toils refreshed we turn.

Nat for inaction, but for rest,

The holy Sabbath hours were blessed ;—
For works of love and virtus given,
Labors for peace—for hope—for heaven.

While at “the Temple's Gate” we stand,
Soch work our hesrt and hand demand,
Till to a higher Rest we rise,—

The glorious Temple in the skies.

The more formal and serious part of the ceromonies being thus concluded,
dancing, as stated in the programme, was next in order. This was con-
tinued for a couple of hours, when the party repaired to the banquetting room,
and sat down to one of those recherche and elegant suppers for which the celebra-
ted eaterer, Mr. J. B. Smith, is pre-eminently distinguished, and which have
placed him at the head of his profession.
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. «It is seldom,” says the Register,  that we see in our Ward such brilliant pic-
tures of sociability and pleasant intercourse as this parly presented. About one
hundred couples participated. There were some very elegant toileties, but we
cannot gossip of them here as we would of a Presidential levee.”

CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY OF ST. JOHN’S
LODGE, HARTFORD, CONN.*

Tre 100th Anniversary of St. John's Lodge No. 4, F. & A. M., was cele-
brated in this city yesterday, March 21st. At 10 o’clock there was a rainy
prospect for the procession, but even the very inclement weather did not prevent
the Brotherhood from making its appearance at about the appointed time. In
the Order which we have for two days published, the Masons proceeded from
Masonic to Allyn Hall, where the public exercises took place.:

There was an overture by the Germania orchestra ; invocation; a solo and
chorus from ¢ Creation ;» and then Rev. Bro. Asher Moore, of this city, read a
historical sketch of St. John’s Lodge. The first charter, which is lost or
mislaid, was dated 1762. The first Master of a Lodge in Hartford was John
Fownley. There was bat litlle work done during the year, the first record being
uander date of January 19th, 1763. At that time the Lodge met at Hezekiah
Colyers, and Rt. W, John Fownley then read his deputation from Jeremy Grid-
ley, of Boston, the Grand Master in America. After reading this, he appointed
as Senior Warden, Wm. Joseph; Junior Warden, Samuel Olcott; Treasurer,
George Caldwell; Abraham Beach, Secretary. The Lodge numbered 21
members at its organization. Its meetings were not held often or regular. The
original members are believed to have been reputable and influential citizens of
Hartford. Fownley, the First Master, was an Englishman, and his sympathies
being with his native land in the war which broke out a few years later, he ob-
tained permission to retarn to England and did so. Wm. Jepson, the Senior
Warden, was a book and drug seller. Abraham Beach, the Secretary, was a
jeweller. George Caldwell, appointed Treasurer, appears not to have acted, and
Wm. Ellery was chosen to his place. Mr. Ellery lived on Dutch Point, where
a street now bears his name. He was the first Postmaster of Hartford, and he
received his appointment from Benjamin Franklin, the first Postmaster General
of the United States. Samuel Flagg was the host of the old ¢ Flagg Tavern.”
Among those who frequently visited the Lodge we find the name of Israel
Potnam. Among the Masters of the Lodge may be named Thomas K. Brace ;
8. G. Goodrich, of ¢ Peter Parley” fame ; Col. James Ward ; Dennison Morgan,
and Henry Perkins. Among the members are the names of John Chenevard,
Oliver Wolcott, a signer of the Declaration ; Joel Barlow, the early poet of Con-
necticut, and Samuel Tudor. The Bible which still lies upon the altar of the
Lodge has this inscripition :

“ This Book belongs to the Lodge of True and Accepted Masons at Hartford.

Ex dono Fratris.

Andrew Thompson, July 28th, 1763.”

* Frqm the Hartford Courier, March 22d.
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The Lodge held its meetings, first, at Hezekiah Colyer’s until June, 1763.
From that time until February 22d, 1769, at the sign of the Black Horse, where
the United States Hotel now stands. From that, 1o Flagg’s Tavern, where the
Universalist Church is located. Tn 1783 at Bull's Tavern, located on Main
street at the point now occupied by the beginning of Asylum street. Thence to
the Morgan Coffee House, afterwards called the Exchange Hotel. Thence to
Olmsted’s Hall on Main, corner of Prait; thence for a few irregular meetings,
over Franklin Market ; thence to Denslow’s Hall, in the old Connecticut Hotel
building ; then returned to Olmsted’s Hall, and finally touk possession of the
present Hall in Sisson’s building. The work of the Lodge has not always pros-
pered. In the days of the revolution it was altogether suspended. From 1769
10 1779 it has left no record whatever. There bave been more than 800 mem-
bers, of whom aboat 300 are now living.

Au original ode, composed by Rev. Bro. John F. Mines, was then sung, to
music arranged by Bro. Jas. G. Barnett. This was followed by an Oration, de-
livered by Rev. Bro. J. M. Willey of Bridgeport. The subject treated upon was
Masonry, of course. It was an earnest refutation of many popular charges, and
a reply to many popular objections brought against the Order, as well as a zeal-
ous eulogy of the fraternity of the Square and Compass. The oration was
attentively listened to, notwithstanding its exceeding great length; and though
the speaker was often interrupted by applanse, he received none more enthusias-
tic than that given in reponse to his eloguent tibote to women.

“The Level and the Square,” words by Bro. Robert Morris of Kentucky—
masic by Bro. Wm. J. Babcock—was then sung by the Beethoven Society.

The Poet was the Rev. John F. Mines, the genial, bon homsme chaplain of the
8Second Maine Regiment, who has been, for a few weeks, resting from his cap-
tivity at Richmond, previous to resuming his dnties in the field, for which he
leaves to-day. The subject was, “ A Song of Light,” and in it he shows the
contrasts between peace and war, and represents that each has its heroes.
That it was very acceptable, the audience evinced by prolonged applause, and
individual congratulatious which were afterwards bestowed.

An original Hymn by Mrs. Sigoumney, adapted to “ Old Hundred,” and a ben-
ediction, closed the exercises in the Hall. The Brothers and guests partook of a
collation, immediately after the exercises closed, the table being supplied by
Rockwood, of the United States Hotel (which is the same as saying that it was
abundantly and well set out.) The collation over, the procession formed again,
and marched to the Masonic Hall.

The ball in the evening was the' event of the season. In speaking of what
this would be, during the past fortnight, did we tell you that all the  beauty and
chivalry’’ of the town would be present? Did we say that the hosis of the
Allyn House would set such a table that it never would be forgotten? Did we
propheey that the Germania Band would manage to get the tallest kind of music
out of all sorts of instrumente, which, like the fiddle in the story, made every-
body dance, whether they would or not? If we did, was it more than truth?
All these, and more, fulfilled the prophecy.

The company comfortably filled the hall. The dresses were generally rich

This corﬁpilation © Phoenix E-Books UK
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and showy, but no attempt was made at fanoy dress or costume. The tables
were filled with ornamental and decorative edibles, constructed in a manner
which must have exhausted the skill of the cuisine, in its endless variety. The
music was good enough, but some difficulty was experienced in the first of the
evening, by the want of a prompter, who was supposed 1o be engaged, bat
dido’t understand the contract. Many prominent Masons from abroad were

present.

GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF THE U. S.
THE GRAND RECORDER.

In consequence of the death of Sir Samuel G. Risk, of New Orleans, who at
the last Triennial Conclave of the Grand Eocampment of the United States, was
elected Grand Recorder, the Grand Master, Sir Benjamin B. French, has by
virtue of the power vested in him by his exalted office, appointed Sir Knight
John D. Caldwell, of Cincinnati, Ohio, to fill the vacancy thus created,

The letter of appointment reads as follows :—

IN HOC SIGXKO VINCES.,
Bnufx‘{n Browx Frencw, Grand Master of Knights Templar of the United States
of America,

To all the Sir Knights of the Valiant and Magnanimous Order of the Temple,
Greeting :

Know ye, That in eonsequence of a vancancy in the ofice of Grand Recorder of
the Grand Encampment, of the United States, I do, by the power in me specially
vested by the Grand Encampment, hereby apgoint our ‘Trusty and well-beloved Sit
Knight and Frater, Jorn D. CaLoweLt, of the City of Cincinnati, in the State of
Ohio, Grand Recorder of the said Grand Encampment, having full confidence in his
Integrity, Honor, Ability, and good {udgmont to perform the duties of said offce.

To have and to hold the same until the Grand Encampment in Triennial meeting
assembled shall elect his successor, and such successor be installed.

@Given under my hand and seal, at the City of Washington, this twenty-first day

[t.s.]  of January, Anno Domini 1862, Anno Ordinis 744. B.B F

. B. FrexcH.

THEBUSINESS SECRETS OF THE LODGE.

Tax Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Towa, in his address before that
Body at its last annual conmunication, has the following judicious suggestions ,
which we commend to our Brethren generally :—

Before dismissing this topic it may not be improper to add, that some very er-
roneous ideas exist in regard to the manner of selecting material for the Masonic
edifice. It is not unfrequently the case that the candidate's gualifications are
made the subject of discussion in open Lodge both prior and subsequent to the bal-
lot, and even after his rejection an effort is sometimes made by his friends to sin-
gle ont those who felt it to be their duty to exclude him, and to demand of them
a reason for 80 doing. There are also numerous instances in which the candi-
date is in full possession of all the facts concerning his rejection, within a few
hours after it occurs, All this I conceive to be wrong, aud in direct violation of
the established usages and principles of the Order. For owr mutual protection,
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and to guard againat these very evils, the secret ballot has been instituted, and to
its imperious mandate, every Brother should in silence yield implicit obedience.
While it is both a privilege and a duty to investigate the character of the can-
didate, yet the information thus derived is not designed to be heralded abroad as
an element of discord, but should be treasured up in our own breasts as the basis
of our action in the case before us. I hold further, that one Brother has not
even a right 1o make known to another how he has or how he designs to vote,
It is the duty of every member, silently and patiently, to await the result of the
ballot, and when that is announced, there let the matter end. If the candidate
has been rejected, it is enough for him to know that fact, and any Brother who
presumes to communicate more than this, does so in violation of his Masonic
obligations. I believe the true doctrine on this point to be, “Let not thy right
baed know what thy left hand doeth.” I am fully persuaded that a strict adhe-
renee 1o what I conceive to be the design of our laws and usages in this partica-
las, wiil remove all cause of complaint and avoid much contention and strife.

MASONIC BURIAL.

Mz. Joax Waaner, of Kenduskeag, Me., a member of the Second Maine
Regiment in Virginia, who was accidentally shot in camp, February 24th, was
buried at Kenduskeag on Friday last by the members of Pacific Lodge of Free-
mavons, of which he was a member. His remains were embalmed at Wash-
ington, and enclosed in a beautiful coffin, with the Masonic insignia upon it, and
forwarded to his family at K. at the expense of the Masons in his regiment.
The fact of his being a Masoa was discovered irom a communication from the
Secretary of Pacific Lodge found upon his person. It was estimated that a thon-
sand persons attended his funeral. A highly appropriate sermon was preached
by the Rev. Mr. Robinson, pastor of the Baptist Church, of which Mr. Warner
was a worthy member. The Masonic Burial service was performed by R. W.
Lewis Barker, acting Master of the Lodge. As an interesting part of the cere-
moaies, the following original stanzas by David Barker, Esq., a member of the
Lodge, were read to the Brethren on the occasion :—

Joux Warnzr’s Nor Drap.

Why mourn you—the Craft ?7—for John Warner’s not dead,
T L
t missile which fo ts fierce ¢
No real John Waraer could kill. hind

Jobn Warner's not dead —though the casket is dumb,
But has on a mission of love,

With his Compass and Square—with his Level and Plumb—
To his Work in the Grand Lodge above.

Jobn Warner's not dead—but will often return,
Aad oft in owr Lodge will appear,

And o'er his cold ashes which lie in the Um
Will whisper the Word in our ear.

Jobn Warner’s not dead—By each hope in my breast
1 woald swear on this spot where 1 stand.

That since the last sun sank in silence to rest
I have feit the Strong Grip from his hand.
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Genzrous.—St. Andrew’s Lodge of this
city, at its last Quarterly meeting, generously
voted the sum of One Hundred Dollars for
the relief of the widows and orphens of the
fishermen of Gloucester, lost at sea in the
great storm of last winter. We understand
that not less than sevenly widows, and more
than one Aundred and forly orphans were
made by that terrible event.

A}

{7 Hon. ArcriBaLp Burr.—We are bap-
Py to learn, as we do from Br. Case, who
recently visited this Ill, Br. at his residence
No. 23 West 16th St. New York, that he is
in good health, having recovered from he
cancer which nearly brought him to the
grave. Judge Bull is engaged in his profess-
ion, practising law. His office is 335 (Mof-
fatt's Building) Broadway, N. Y,

UG Godey's Lady's Book for April is per-
haps in its text and illustrations one of the
richest and moet beautiful numbers of the se-
ries. * Ask for it, Nanny,” is a perfect gem
of an engraving, and the fashion plate of
seven figures can scarcely be excelled. The
other embellishments are in keeping with
them, and the text is made to correspend.
No lady can afford to do without this popular
and excellent Magazine. L. A. Godey, Phil-
adelphia is the publisher.

03 The Grand Encampment of Vermont
heving withdrawn from its connection with
the Grand Encampment of the U. 8., the
M. E. Benj. B. French, Grand Master of the
latter Body, has issued a decree, prohibiting
all intercourse with the Encampinents of
that State. The document reached us at too
late a date for publication the preseat month.

(" The Grand Commander of the Grand
Eacampment of New York has recently de-
cided that it is not competent to transact any
business, except, of course, timt of conferring
the degree,in a Council of Knights of the
Red Cross ; and oa this ground he dismissed
an appeal as irregular.

0™ The annual communication of the
Grand Lodge of Maine, will be held at Ma-
sonic Hall in Portland on the 6th instant, at
9 o'clock A. M.

Oriznt Lobge. This new Lodge baving
been working the usual time under a Dispen-
sation at Soath Dedham, was duly constitu-
ted and its officers were publicly installed by
the M. W. Grand Master,on Tuesday the
18th ult. The new Hall, which is well fitted
up, and with its adjoining spartmeats, is in
all respects well adapted to the purposes for
which it is required, was Dedicated in the af-
ternoon, at which time the Lodge was consti-
tuted. In the evening the installation took
place, in the presence of the ladies of the
Brethren, and as many other visitors as the
room would accommodate. The ceremonies
were impressively performed and all present
seemed 10 be interested in them. An excel-
lent collation was generously provided by the
ladies, thus evincing their respect for the In-
stitution. Our hope is that they may never
find occasion to think otherwise than favora-
bly of it, or any of its members,

M. Hosxe Looce—South Dennis, Feb’y
5th, 1862. O the 18th of Dec. the following
Brothers were installed as officers of Mount
Horeb Lodge West Harwich, for the easu-
ing year:—

V. B. Nickerson, W. M. ; E. F. Taylor, 8.
W; J. B. Baker, J. W.; Anthony Kelly,
Treasurer ; M. 8. Underwood, Secretary ;
J. K. Baker, Jr., 8. D.; O.C. Baker, J. D.;
A.K. Chase, Mar. ; E. G. Doane, Chaplain ;
I. 8. Baker, 8. S.; B. C. Sturgis, J. 8. ; Eli-
sha Mayo, Tyler.

The Installation services were conducted
in a manner highly creditable to those who
participated in their performance, and the
condition of the Lodge both as regards the
character of its work, and its success is high-
ly prosperous.

At nearly all our communications for the
past year we have had some work, but while
we are glad to receive worthy accessions,
to our Lodge, we are (or should be at least,)
more desirous that the Brethren should faith-
fully discharge all the duties their Masonic
obligations impose upon them ; for we are
only truly prosperous when we are truly
faithful. M. 8. U, Sec.
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OUR COUNTRY’'S CRISIS.
THE DIGNITY AND DUTY OF MASONRY.

To say that we, the Americans of 1562 and Masons of 5862, have
been placed by Providence in the greatest, most solemn era through which
humanity has yet been doomed to pass, would be but a weak and common
place assertion. No one endowed with even a moderate share of intel-
ligence, and knowledge of history, can fail quickly to perceive that the
sad and sanguinary struggle in which wo are engaged, is not a matter
which concerns the political Present and Future of America only—vast as
even that field alono would be—but one that must exercise a mighty and
momentous influence upon the progress and happiness of humanity at
large, aud the aficr-fate, fur freedom or for servitude, of countless gen-
erations of men of every race. It is not alone or chiefly on account of
the intimate and important business relations between the Old world and
the New—however great and weighty these may be ; nor is it from any
deep and powerful sympathy in the struggles, sufferings, defeats or victo-
ries of men of kindred race, that the politicians and statesmen of Europe
have been keeping so close and keen a glance upon the progress of the
Civil War, by which our beloved couatry has been for the last year, and
yet is, distracted, torn and bleeding! Itis, we are all well aware, because
they have from the first seen in this struggle the life-and-death trial of
Democratic government ; and, while the friends of progress and rational
liberty have been looking on with anxious and mournful, but not desparing,
hearts—still cheering themselves even in the darkest hour by fostering
their faith in the divine principle

% Magna est Veritas ot prasvalebit,"
26
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the upholders of tyranny and absolutism have been hugging with fond
delight the hope that the contest was to end, and that soon, in the destruc-
tion and death of the Liberty they hate and fear. The tone of many of
the most prominent of the Forcign Journals and Reviews in the service
and pay of divine-right absolutism, has clearly demonstrated the exist-
ence of these feelings; nor have many of them hesitated to address to
the People of America, though in a somewhat altered form, the warning
once sent from heaven to the haughty Mede, ¢ Mene, Mene, Tekel, Up-
harsin,” which, in their version reads, * Thou hast failed, O American
Democracy, in thy great experiment. Thou hast been found wanting in
that stability, union, and executive power, without which no form of gov-
ernment can be pervadingly good, or permanently useful, and therefore
thy fall, and the fall of the cause of popular freedom hath been decreed 1
For a brief time, while America stood amazed and horror-struck at the
unnatural and unprovoked rebellion of her misguided Southern sons, the
course of events was such as to seem in some degree to justify these ma-
lignant anticipations and triumphant taunts. As tho news of each of the
earlier successes of the misguided secessionisls was borne across the At-
lantic, the triumphant exultation of Tyranny and Toryism rose higher
and higher, and found vent in louder and less equivocal tones; while the
friends of America and Freedom could but fall back, with drooping heads
and depressed hearts, upon the support of their great Faith-principle, that
the God of Right and Truth would not in the end permit the cause of those
principles to be overcome of Evil and of Falsehood: that however He
might see fit in His wisdom and equity to allow America, in atonement of
former pride and forgetfulness of Him, to drink some little draughts of the
cup of anguish, it would be for her correction, not for her destruction, and
that eventually His power would declare itself on her side—on the side of
Freedom, Truth,and Honesty. Nor did this Faith-support prove a false or
weak one ! Scarcely had the last tidings of Union reverses reached the
shores of Europe, when they were followed, in rapid and startling succes-
sion, by the accounts of the marvellous rising of a whole people, as if by
ono spontaneous impulse, in defence of the Constitution and the Flag of
their Country ; and of the unerring evidences of their earnestness exhibited
by every deed and sacrifice by which the truth and patriotism of man and
woman can be tested ! It is not yet thirteen months since the North was
astounded by the announcement of the attack on Fort Sumter, and the
dishonor done by unworthy sons to their country’s flag ; and within those
less than thirteen months what has, or, rather, what has not been accom-
plished ? Passing by even such great and memorable successes as those
of the battlos of Fort Donelson, and the Mississippi, and Pittsburg, cum
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multis aliis, what age or eountry of the world, from the time when our
first parents
* To the place

Repairing, where He judged them, prostrate fell

Before Him reverent: and both coufessed

Humbly their fauits, end pardon begged, with teara

Watering the ground, and with their sighs the air

Frequenting, sent from hearts coatrite, in sign

Of sorrow unfeigned, and humiliation meek”—

has witnessed any spectacle even approaching in historic majesty and
grandeur to that which is presented by the Union Camps this day, filled
as they are with nearly one million of brave men and loyal citizens, doing
and dying in defence of Frcedom and of Fatherland! And this, not
forced into the field by compulsion, nor led thither by evil hopes cf plun-
der and of gain, but simply impelled by their own strong sense of duty,
and unselfish love of country, to relinquish all the comforts and delights of
home, and the profituble pursuits of peace, to defend the bright heirloom
of Liberty, won for them by the sufferings, and struggles, and life-blood of
their forefathers, that so they may hand it down whole and uninjured to
their posterity : their every act illustrating the poet’s war-cry—
Heroes! 1o the combat fly,
Proud to struggle, blest to die!
Go! Should death your «fivets crown,
Mount the pinions of renown !
Go, tell our sires
Their daring fires
Glow in our lofly souls till life expires!”

Assuredly it was in the very spirit of those thrilling words of the Irish
poet, that Lyon and Winthrop, and all the other patriot-martyrs—alas !
already too great a company |—who have already offered up the oblation
of their noble liveson the Altar of their country’s cause, lived, and. fought,
and fell, in the very vigor and bloom of manhood, and the spring-time of
life’s happinessand joy | Such a spectacle as this grand national army of
Freedom’s voluntary champions, with all the deeds of heroism performed
collectively and individually by its members, never has been witnessed in
any former age or country ; and, amid much that still tends to cause anx-
iety, we derive no little comfort from the sight, both in regard to our coun-
try’s future fate, and to that of the progress of humanily in general ; for
we cannot but betieve that the cause which has given birth toso grand and
unprecedented a phenomenon is destined not only to be triumphant, but to
effect a vast and radical change in the political destiny of mankind. It
would be presuinptuous folly to speculate too confidently on the finul issue
of this dire struggle even now, when the end seems to be approaching.
Rather does it become_us,. while manfully endearoring to do our daty, to
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await with patient reverence the final award of the Great Architect of the
Universe, and Almighty Ruler and dispenser of Peace and War. But
certainly so far as the Present and recent Past can supply criteria by which
to form an augury of the Future, there is every reasonable ground for
anticipating a complete and not distant trinmph of the Union arms. If
this anticipation be realized, it will, as we havo said, be a cause for rejoic-
ing, not merely to the loyal citizens of this Republic, but to every man
and woman throughout the civilized world to whom Freedom and Progress
are dear, and Tyranny, political or social, is hateful. It will, in fact, be
the triumph of Democracy on the political baule-field of the world at
large. And, in this event, which certainly scems to us very probable,
how grand, how august will our country rise from amidst the turmoil, din,
and battle-storm, which now resound so dissonantly across her plains and
along her lately peaceful valleys !

It has ofien been brought by foreigners as a charge against our country-
men, that the latter have been on all and every occasion, in season and
out of season, so forward 10 sing the praises of America, and of all things
American, with little regard to the national sympathies of their hearers ;
and the charge, we confess, has, 10 a very great extent, been far too true.
One of the good results of the trials through which we are now passing, will,
we trust, be the correction of this very fault, by the substitution of a manly
sobriety of thought and expressivn for this foolish and vain-glorious de-
monstrativeness of national and personal vanity. Whatever the result of
the war, our country will have made so momentous a volume of history,
and her citizen-soldiers will have performed deeds of heroism on so grand
a scale, that, besides being sobered and solemnized by the many mourn-
ful associations irseparable from a Civil War, they will feel calmly con-
scious, that American energy stands in nced before the World of no offen-
sive sclf-assertion. The evenis even of this present year will remain to
many an after-age a lofty and enduring monument—

' ** Monumentum eere perennius’—
of the patriotism, virtue, and valour of their sors. Itis in a far different
spirit, that we would urge our Brethren 1o rise to a full conception and
realization of the increased dignity and duty that must accrue to our Og-
DER, in connection with the august and prominent position which our coun-
try seems destined thus to acquire. If, as we belicve will be the case,
victory shall crown the Union cause, then America, undoubtedly, will be
hailed by the world’s united voice, as the successful Champion of popu-
lar freedom, and the inaugurator of a new era in the political history of
mankind. Henceforth the Democratic Principle of self-government,
which has only existed on sufferance in Europe, and here has been, by
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its enemies at least, regarded as only in a probationary state, will assume
its rightful and hard-won position at the head of the world’s political sys-
fems.

We have endeavored to show in recent articles the wide and important
spherc of duty which is presented to Masonry by the events of this war.
Its termination, by the final overthrow of the Rebellion, will be exacily the
point, however, at which, beyond every other, the healing influences of
Mnsonic charity will be exercised with the most beneficiul effect. A deep
shadow of mourning will still rest over the land, even in that hour of re-
stored Union. In many a home, alas ! both of North and South, thzre will
be desolation, and misery and mourning—** Rachel weeping for her chil-
dren, because they are not!” And sorrows such as these cannot be
divested, ull at once, of sterner and more bitter feclings. The brooding
spirit of revenge will make her habitation in the house of mourning, It
would be so at the close of any war, but a Civil War—a war of brothers
against brothers—like those diseases, which are more dreaded for the
evil effects that follow them, than for their first violent attack—must, from
its very nature, leave for a time, more than all others, this heritage of ha-
tred and revenge. Now Masonry is peculiarly and essentiully adapted to
meet and remedy this evil ; and, as we have lately shown, the great pro.
gress recently made by our Order, and the high and influential position to
which it has just now atained, seein to be nothing less than Providential
arrangements to enable it to discharge effectively this noble, patriotic, and
truly Christian duty. To the dignity of this call of duty we would have
our Brethren one and all, promptly and fully rise. The task of restoring
the old bonds of Union ; of healing the wounds now rankling in the breasts
of Brethren, and of reconciling those, whom the intrizues and ambitious
plots of a few designing men, working upon the too ready mzterial of im-
petuous passions, has arrayed against each other on many a field of blood
and death—this task is indeed a most arduous one! But it will bring all
the more glory, if successfully accomplished: and, we boldly assert,
there is no instrumentality existent amongst us, so well adapted for its
performance as that of the MasoNic ORrpEr, and the practical carrying
out of the principles of Freemasonry. Our Body at the present moment
in these States includes many thousands of carnest, intelligent and influ-
ential men. Upon each member of this numerous and well-organized
Brotherhood of Love, there rest the solemn vows of Beneficence and
Charity—** good will to our fellow-men.”” \What nobler field could possi-
bly be afforded for the practical performanco of those vows than this, in
which America points to her esiranged und alienated children,and bids the
Brethren of Mercy—that great Masonic FraTERNITY, which, ignoring the
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jealousies and rivalries of section, creed and party, acknowledges o law
or principle less holy, broad and generous, than those of Glory to God,
loyalty to country, and love to man—come forward and reconcile and re-
unite them, 8o that
“ Hearts ales ! 100 long estranged
And friends that have grown cold,
May meet again like parted streams
And mingle as of old !

Let it not be thought that in any part of these remarks we have stepped
across the border-land of Masonry into that of politics. We have not
done so. There is a broad distinction between party politics and patriot-
ism. Of the former no traces will be found throughout the whole twenty
completed volumes of the Masonic MonTHLY : of the latter, wo trust,
some marks may be found in every monthly number. We love our Oz-
DER, and we love our CoOUNTRY too, and the better Mason each Brother
is, the better Patriot will he be ; for Masonry’s leading end and object is to
cultivate and encourage all the nobler and more generous feelings of the
human heart. And what feeling is more noble than the love cf country ?
Who, that is worthy the name of man and Mason, does not, with a thrill
of generous sympathy, recognize the full force of the Scottish poet’s in-
vocation of this elevated sentiment—

“ Breathes there a man, with soul so dead,
Who never to himself hath said,

This is my own, my NaTIVE LAND ?
Whose heart hatb ne'er within him burged,
As home his footsteps he hath turned

From wandering ou a foreign strand ?

If such there breathe, go! nark him well!
For bim no minstrel raptures swell :

High though bis titles, proud his name,
Boundless his wealth as wish can claim—
Despite those titles, power, and pelf,

The wretch, concentered all in self,
Living shall forfeit fair renown,

And doubly dying, shall go down

To the vile dust from whence he sprung,
Unwept, unhonored, and unsung !”

Ever deeply cherishing this love of country then, as one of the dearest
sentiments of the Masonic heart, we are earnestly desirous that our Order
should gird itself, as one man, to the blessed and blessing duty that Provi-
dence has placed before it. It is not with any view of aggrandizing our
Order, or of magnifying its claims, that we thus assert ils power to assist
most effectively in healing the now bleeding wounds of our country.
Solemnly and seriously, as we look around and behold in one quarter the
deepening fury of rebellion, struggling to ward off. its impending fate, in
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anether the viadietive animosity of a party—not, we believe and hope,
very nemerous—that would pursue the path of vengeance even to the over-
throw of The Constitation and the annihilation of the guilty—amid all this
chaotic and contending turmoil of passion, prejudice, faise philanthropy,
and fanatic folly, we know not where to turn, with a reasonable hope of
relief and safety for our country, unless it be to the Ritual and Practice of
the Masonic OrpEr. We have had but too bitter proof how vast and
terrible an amount of evil could be accomplished by the combined, ener-
getic action of a comparatively small number of evil and ambitious men—
and the secret of their success is, that they had marked out a definite 0b-
Jject, and were thoroughly in earnest to aitain it. Let us then not be re-
gardless of the hint, but remember the motto—

‘¢ Fas est et ab hoste doceri.”

‘It is right to learn, even from an enemy.”

If we, who, as compared with the instigators of the Rebellion, are as
hundreds to units, will energetically thus band ourselves together for good,
as they did for evil, keeping steadily before us the glorious object of heal-
ing those wounds, which their suicidal hands have caused, and devoting
ourselves actively, heartily, earnestly—as it is our dounden duty as Ma-
sons to do—to this labor of Love, we shall win for ourselves and our O=z.
DER the respect of all good men, and the gratitude, not only of United
and reconciled AMERICA, but of every friend of Freepom throughout the
world !

AN INTERESTING INCIDENT.

BroTrer Capt. M., of the Massachusetts Cavalry regiment, now ut Port
Royal, writes us as follows :—

« A little incident occurred to me awhile since, when out on picket duty
with my company, which may be of interest. I was ordered with my
whole command, with four days rations in our haversacks, to perform a
certain duty ; in doing which it became necessary for me to visit a place
called ¢ Spanish Wells, on ¢ Calibogue Sound.> To reach it I was
obliged to cross one of the many deep Creeks with which this place
abounds—but where to find the Ford was the difficulty. I was told by
the niggers to go here and go there, without being able to get anything
definite or satisfactory out of them. But at last [ discovered *an ear of
corn’ hanging from a tree on the opposite shore. Thinking of the Eph-
raimites on the Jordan, and trusting te the significance of the sign before
me, | weot in at the head of my command. [ soon, however, began to
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fear that I had been deceived, for my horses lost their footing, and my
men their confidence in my having found the right place ; but as retreat
was not laid down ia my orders, I pushed on, and in the end arrived in
safely on the opposite side of the stream. Pursuing our course—jumping
ditches and fences, nad floundering about through woods and swamps, we
finally reached the place of our destination. On inquiring here about the
Ford, I ascertained that I was right in my conjecture, and had crossed at
the proper place, but that the stream was fordable only at low or half tide.
I ascertained also, that the signal, or emblem, was equally true in a more
extended sense, for I found at the Wells some twenty thousand tushels of
corn /{—a portion of which, converted into hoe-cakes, served my men that
night for supper! Oun my return I had aneye to the tide, as you may well
betieve. , The in¢ident was no less interesting than singular, and if I
might Lc allowed to hazard a guess, it would be, that you could tell, if
so disposed, what manner of man he was who hung that ¢ ear of corn’
near the ‘ water ford’ in question.”

SOLOMON’S TEMPLE.

We have been politely presented with a copy of a very beauntifully printed and
richly embellished volume entitlel—-* Solomon’s Temple; or the Tabernacle ;
First Temple; House of the King, or House of the Forest of Lebanon; Idola-
trous High Places ; the City of the Mountain ; the Oblation of the Holy Portion ;
and the Last Temple; with 21 Plates and 45 Figures, accurately copied by the
lithographer from careful drawings mnade by the Author, T. O. PaINg, a Minister
of the New Jerusalem Church.” From this full title the reader may gather a
very correct idea of the general character of the work. We have not found lei-
sure to give it more than a very cursory personal examination, but aun intelligent
Brother, who has given it more attention, speaks of it as follows :—

“The work contains the most literal and truthful delineation of the Temple,
that has ever been attempted. The author has bestowed upon it the most scru-
pulous and conscientious care, in the minutest details. He has spent years upon
it, and he has carefully followed the descriptions in the Books of Kings, Ezekiel
and Jeremiah ; and has had the plates carefully drawn to repiesent the details, as
well as the geueral effect, accurately to the eye. To those who have so frequenly,
in figure, been employed in the construction of Svlomon’s Temple, this book
would seem 1o have a peculiar interest. And notonly as Masons, but as careful
sludents of the Scriptures, we must naturally feel desirous to examine a work,
which represents that wonderlul structure more accurately to the eye of 1he ex-
aminer than has ever before been attempted,”

The work is for sale at the bookstores.
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STROLLS AMONG THE WORKMEN.
NO.11.

Dxar Bs. Moorz—The duties and privileges of Deputy Grand Masters have
elicited quite an interest in some of the jurisdictions in this country, and the de-
bates have brought more clearly to view the anomalous position which that offi-
cer bears 1o the fraternity. The subject, however, is not generally understood,
as its investigation has been confined, principally, 1o those whose position in the
Order seems to demand a more perfect knowledge of its peculiarities. There
are thousands of others, although well acquainted with the ritual, and the lead-
ing principles of the Institution, and are familiar, it may be, with the laws and
regulations in general practice, and the routine of Lodge duties, who, having no
occasion to do so, have never investigated the ancient general rules and their
bearings, nor examined the fandamental principles npon which the Institution is
based, and which impart to it its present strength and symmetrical form. In fill-
ing the various offices in the Grand Lodge, many are necessarily chosen from
the latter class, but neither of the subordinate offices has assumed the same de-
gree of importance as that of Deputy Grand Master; and none possess so weak
a basis for such a position. Many of those who have occupied the office, have
seemed scarcely to comprehened the relative position they held to the Grand
Master and the Craft, nor the true significance of the office to which they had
been chosen. Flushed by their advancement, they were inclined to ignore the
idea of the supreme and indivisible functions peculiar to the Grand Master’s office.
Woe are indebted to the indiscretions of such, whose erroneous exercise of au-
thority has produced bitter and acrimonious feelings, in some instances, for a
more critical examination into the origin and characteristics of the office, and
which has resulted in the cartailment of their undefined privileges. It is a pity
that the details of these investigations are not in a form more accessible to the
Brotherhood.

At one time Committees on Foreign Correspondence bid fair to be the medi-
um for communicating to the Craft the principal features of the mooted poin® in
Masonic jurispradence ; but these reports have become so ponderous that it is a
malter of impossibility, in many instances, for the bodies to which they are re-
ported, to find time for their proper consideration. They are often extended to
an unreasonable length ; too much space is occupied with personal compliments
and reciprocatory acknowledgments. That admirable tint of modesty which
throws self in the shade, loses its freshness by continued neglect. Instead of
sharing the honors received, with the body they represent, it often occurs that
the chairman of these committees not only takes the credit belonging to himself
as chairman, bnt openly assumes the whole responsibility of the sentiments
therein avowed. Doubtless this assumption is sometimes forced upon him in
consequence of the inability of the Grand Lodge to investigate the subjects and
propositions discussed. Were the documents of a readable length, however,
their sentiments might have the sangtion of the Grand Lodge, and would then
carry with them the weight and importance which attach to a deliberate act of
a Grand Lodge. As it is, they possess no force but that which may be imparted
to them by the eminence or position which the writer himself ocoupies, and is,

26
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after all, but the opinion of one individual. The means afforded every Mason for
acquiring Masonic knowledge, were never greater than at the present day.
Works of the most elaborate and intellectual character are in tho possession of
the fraternity, and although many of them are not within the reach of every
Brother, the means afforded by our periodicals supply their place to a great ex-
tent, and give increased facilities for the acqnirement of Masonic knowled:e.
Many of the subjects in which the Brethren feel a lively interest, are fouud in
the reports herein referred to, and which, but for their length, might be conveyed
to the Craft through the medium of these valvable periodicals. 'I'hrough this
channel they would be more profusely disseminated and become accessible to
the masses.

But I am indulging 100 long in this digression. I have no doubt that many of
our Brethren are deceived in their impressions regarding the duties and preroga-
tives of a Deputy Grand Master. Indeed, oftentimes the officer himself is de-
Juded into the belief that he pussesses the inherent rights of a Grand Master by
virtue of his office. ‘This opinion is erronevus. According 10 our present organ-
ization, he occupies a position but one degree removed above a Senior Grand
Warden, and has no more right to assume the prerogatives of a Grand Master
than has the Grand Warden, unless by a special regulation, which may be en-
larged or circumscribed, according 1o the necessities of a jurisdiction. A Dep-
uty Grand Master possesses no inherent rights, The office is of modern origin,
and created for the convenience and assistance of the Grand Master. Of course
his acts are lawlul while in the performance of any duty under the authority of
the Grand Master, either special or general, and so would be the acts of any
other Grand Officer, when under the same instructions. The modern constitu-
tion of Freemasonry makes him the next successor in turn to the Oriental chair,
in case of the death, absence or inabilily of the Grand Master, or & vacancy in
the office. His proximity to the highest office in Masonry leads many errone-
ously to suppose him to be an integral part of the executive department of the
Masgnic government. There is no point in our general government more clearly
set forth than that which defines the duties and position of a Deputy Grand Mas-
ter, nor is there any about which there is such misapprehensions. The subject,
however, is narrowed to an obvious limit, and may be contained in a nut shell.
In every case where his duties and privileges are not particularly mentioned, in
the local regulations, he has no powers except such as are especially imparted
to him by the Grand Master.

Although it may be customary, it does not follow that it is obligatory upon
the Grand Master 10 select the Deputy for the performance of an official act, nor
wounld its execulion be any more eflective than if performed by any other Grand
officer under his direction. I am clearly of the opinion that the powers of a
Grand Master ceage only witl his death. His duties may be performed by oth-
ers, if he is at any time unable to perform them himself; but wheresoever he
may be, or in whalever circumstances he may be placed, his authority as Grand
Master remaios unimpaired. I can, however, imagine a case in whish it would
be in the power of the Craft to depose a Grand Master.

My object in making these reflections is to call the attention of the Cratt to the
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position they give to a Deputy Grand Master, by making this office an elective
one, and alro that we may receive the benefit of the labors of those of our Breth-
ren who have sufficient leisure to give the subject a more careful investigation.
Had I the time and the facilities for the undertaking, these articles are necessa-
rily too short to admit of a proper discussion of the subject; consequently I can
do bat litile more than advance an opinion, leaving to others the task of testing
its orthodoxy. A committee on Masoaic jurisprudence of the Grand Lodge of
Viginia reported a most valuable and interesting document, setling forth the ori-
gin of the office of Deputy Grand Master, and expressing its opinion in the shape
of a resolution, to the effect, that the office should be discontinued. They pro-
pose to meet the case of a vacancy in the office of Grand Master in the following
manner: viz. “ Resolved, that in case of dealh, resignation or permanent disa-
bility of the Grand Master, the person or officer indicated as his successor by
election or law shall be duly installed in like manner before entering upon the
duties of Grand Maeter.” In connection with this subject the commitiee say:
& & & # «“The Masonic question which presents itself in connection with
this investigation is, can the Deputy Grand Master be invested with any quasi in-
stallation which would constitute him Grand Master? If this were done, it
would only be by creating a degree in Masonry to be called the ¢ Past Grand
Master ;' for, as it is evident there cannot exist, Masonically speaking, two Grand
Masters of the same Grand Lodge jurisdiction at the same moment, at this day;
and by ¢ this day’ we mean since 1717, or the year when the first constitutional
Grand Lodge was solemnly constitoted, without the interposition of regal anthor-
ity. From time immemorial, in all Kingly governments, the incambent of the
throne, when a Mason, was Grand Master of the Crafi, by royal prerogative, so
acknowledged in Masonry, and so proclaimed in history ; but as all their time
was occupied in matiers of pressing state emergency, as war, polilics and reli-
gion, each appointed his Deputy, who thereapon became, and assumed the title
of Grand Master of the Lodge of working Masons, with his Wardens under him.
He was lherefore, Deputy of the King for certain purposes, and as such, Grand
Master of the Lodges, not Deputy Grand Master. ®* ® * ¢ When the
Colonies imported Masonry into America, being subjects of the King of that
government from whence they oblained ii, and in many instances availing them-
selves of the services of Deputy Grand Masters appointed for the purpose, it is
not a matter of surprise that in their organizatiou they adopted the Masonic anom-

aly of Deputy Grand Masters, also appointed by their Grand Masters. Bat
when Republican America, the genius of whose government is utterly opposed
10 all sinecures, and repudiates all honors at second hand, came together to form
Grand Lodges of Free and Accepted Masons according to Masonic rituals, we
may be excused for expressing some litlle astonishment that they did not repudi-
ate 1bis ofFshoot or water-spout upon the body of Masonry.” * #* # *

I cannot say that I am prepared to go to the extent proposed by our enlighten-
ed Brethren in Virginia, in abolishing entirely the office of Deputly Grand Mas-
ter. Taking the conservative grouud, I should prefer continuing the office, and
permit the Grand Master to fill it by appointment at his option, should occasion
arise requiring the services of such an officer. He can then give him either a
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special or general comumission, removable at pleasure. The office would then
be what it was originally intended 1o be, and what its title indicates it should be,
viz: ‘“‘one that transacts business for another, a lieutenant, a viceroy, one sent
on an especial mission.” If he is appointed to the office by the Grand Master,
and not placed there by election, he would then be absolutely and de facto his
agent. Upon a critical examination of the subject, there appears to be an in-
consistency in creating an elective officer with such a title. Taking the Master
Masons’ Lodge as the standard, which must be, of course, coeval with the exist-
ence of Freemasonry itself, and which can be safely identified with * Ancient
Craft Masonry,” we find no such officer as Deputy in the Lodge. In many of
the jurisdictions the business of the Grand Lodge is transacted in the Master
Mason’s degree. There being no officer in a Master Mason’s Lodge of that
grade or title, the presumption is that none such can be lawifully created who
would supercede either of the officers of the Lodge in their inherent right of
succession to the chair during the temporary absence of the first presiding offi-
cer. The fact of prefixing *“ Grand” 1o the t.tle of the Lodge, and its officers,
cannot change the character of the one, or the rights and privileges of the other.
If a Grand Lodge opens in the Master Mason’s degree, it is bona fide a Master
Mason’s Lodge, and only such officers as are peculiar to the Lodge, can properly
be recognized.*
Yours, truly and fraternally, D.

CONDITION OF MASONRY IN MASSACHU-
SETTS.
[From the official Reports of the District Deputy Grand Masters, made to the Grand Master
in December, 1861.—Continued from page 177.]
FOURTH DISTRICT.
Blackstone, Dec. 31st, 1861.
To the M. W. Wx, D. CooLiDGE,

Grand Master of Masons in Massachusetis—

DEaR Sir—The time for which I was appointed District Deputy having ex-
pired, I herewith present you a brief statement of the condition of the several
Lodges composing the Fourth Masonic District; all but one of which I have
visited, one or more times, during the year; and am pleased to report progress
in all of them.

Montgomery Lodge, Milford ; Olive Branch Lodge, Millbury ; Solomow’s Temple
Lodge, Uxbridge, and Blackstone River Lodge, Blackstone, are all harmonious,
and perform their work in conformity to the standard adopted by the Grand
Lodge.

Franklin Lodge, Grafion, although I did not have an opportunity to witness the

*We do not of hold If responsible for, nor do we wish to he understood as
concurring, in all respects, in the views adduced by our intelligent correspondent, though his
opinions are generally conservative and sound, and always stated with great candor and

glearness.— Edilor.
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conferring of the Degrees when making my annual visit to this Lodge, yet
shoald judge from what I saw, that they did their work well.

Webster Lodge, Webster, this Lodge has made some improvement in the work
and leclures during the year. 1 also notice great improvement in the Records,
and they are now neatly and correctly kept.

Ozford Lodge, Oxford, although being the youngest chartered in the District,
(this being the firat year it has worked under a Charter,) I am happy to say is
one of the best in this District, and has, during the past year, admitied to Mason-
1y, men who will reflect honor upon the Fraternity.

The Lodges that compose this Masonic District are mostly located in Manu-
facturing villages, and their prosperity has been materially affected by the trou-
bles which have unhappily existed in our nationalaffairs. The number of can-
didates initiated in the seven chartered Lodges, during the past year is fortyeight,
a decrease of thirtysix from last year. I have, during the year, granted two
Dispensations for the conferring of Degrees in less time than is required by the
Constitutions of the Grand Lodge. Thanking you for the honor conferred in ap-
pointing me to the office of District Deputy of the 4th Masonic District.

1 remain, truly and Fraternally yours,
DANIEL W. TAFT.

FIFTH DISTRICT.
M. W. Wu. D. CooLinck,

Grand Master of Masons in Massachusells—

Dzar Sir axp BroTHER—Another Masonio year having closed, it becomes
necessary that I should present for your consideration a Report of the condition
of the Lodges compusing the Fifth Masvnic District.

There has been no material changes in the Lodges during the year. Sixty-
eight bave been initiated by the chartered Lodges in the District.

Plymouth Lodge, at Plymouth, of which I had muoch to encourage me a year
ago, has not atiained that position in Masoary of which it then gave promise.
Misfortuue seems 10 attend them; the Brother selected by the Lodge at that
time as its Master, was one who it was thought would honor the office, harmo-
nize the Lodge, and improve its work, but unfortunately the Brother did not give
that aitention to his duty which the interests of the Lodge demanded, conse-
queantly the members lost interest; the meetings were thinly attended, and but
for the exertions of a few would have ceased entirely. What the final result will
be, time alone will reveal. With this exception, harmony prevails througliout
the District, and I hope that ere another year has passed, that this may not be an
exceplion.

Early in the year, by your permission, a Lodge of Instruction was formed in
the District, under the honored name of Paul Dean Lodge of Inslruction, for the
Fifth Masonic District. It has been under the instruction of Brother Nourse,
Senior Grand Lecturer, and has been the means of improving the work through-
out the District.

I have visited all the Lodges in the District, with the exception of Orient



206 CONDITION OF MASONRY IN MASSACHUSETTS.

Lodge, at Dedham, under Dispensation, once, at least; some of them several
times. My intercourse with all the Lodges has been very pleasant. I bave
been kindly received at all times, and I very much regret that I feel it my duty
to decline a reappointment.
Thaaking you for the honor I have received,
I remaiun, respectfully and Fraternally, yours, Z. L. BICKNELL.

SIXTH DISTRICT.

Worcester, Dec. 16, 1861.
To the M. W. Wirriam D. Coorivex, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of

Massachuselts—

Dear Siz anp BrotHrr—In conformity with my duty, I herewith present
you my Report as D. D. G. M, for District No. 6.

I have visited during the year all the Lodges in the District, and have aimed
at a faithful inspection of their work. With the exceptions mentioned in the fol-
lowing references to one or two of the Lodges, the Institution has lost none of its
ancient interest; and both in the zeal of its older members, and in the character
of its initiates, gives abundant assurance of future usefulness and progress,

Morning Star Lodge, at Worcester. This ancient Lodge, whose Charter
dates back 10 1793, has now ninetyeight members, and has initiated fourteen du-
ring the year. The meetings of the Lodge have been well attended ; the offi-
cers diligent and faithful, and the work animated, correct and impressive.

Middlesex Lodge, at Framingham. This is also one of the oldest Lodges in
the State, having held its regular monthly communications continuously for six-
tysix years. Its working efficiency has, I think, improved since the last annual
report of its condition was made, and the degrees are now conferred with care,
and a good degree of accuracy. The Lodge has forty members, and received
five initiates during the year.

Meridian Lodge, at Natick. This Lodge is not in so favorable a condition as
would be desirable. There continues to be a want of harmony, and the l.odge
appears to be in a depressed state, but I am assured on the part of a portion of
its members, that an effort shall be made to heal their differences; that the
meelings may again become interesling, and the Lodge again prosper as it has
done heretofore. It has fiftyone members, of whom three were admitied the
present year.

Mount Zioa Lodge, at Barre. This Lodge with a membership of fiftythree,
has initiated but three during the year. The members are of excellent charac-
ter, and have maintained a good degree of interest in their Lodge under diffi-
culties which few others have had to encounter. They are widely scattered,
two-thirds of them living several miles from the place of meeting. They are
somewhat deficient in the work, and the services of a Grand Lecturer would be
acceptable to them, and I have no doubt would add to the prosperity of the In-
stitution in this part of the jurisdiction. .

Quaboag Lodge, at Warren. This Lodge, though smaller than many of those
aronud it, is in a healthy and prosperous condition, and its work has been favor-
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able and satisfactory. It has thirtynine members, and has received an addition
of seven the present year.

Trinily Lodge, at Clinton. This is one of the best Lodges in the Distriet, It
has forty members, and this year has initiated six. Their work is accurate and
praiseworthy. Some of its best members were among the first to respond to the
call for troops, and one of them, at least, Capt. Henry Bowman, Past Master of
the Lodge, is now a prisoner in Richmond. May he soon be released to share in
the speedy triumph of our arms, and to enjoy the well earned rewards of peace !

Montacute Lodge, at Worcester. It is hardly necessary for me to speak of this
Lodge in detail, it has recently been honored by a visit from yousself and others,
representatives of the Grand Lodge. The prominent event in ils history, next
1o the granting of its Charter, was the recent dedication of its new hall, in which
you did them the honor to take an active part. You had occasion to notice some-
thing of the interest which its officers and members manifest, and the promise
they give of making it ¢ a well deserving pillar” of the Order. It received four-
teen initiales the present year, and has now a roll of seventyseven members.

United Brethren Lodge,at Marlborough, has fortyfour members, and admitted
twentyone duriog the year; the largest number received by any single Lodge in
the District. The work is of a very creditable character, and much zeal and
spirit is maniferted by the members. Several belonging to this Lodge are now
absent in the army.

Quinebaug Lodge, at Southbridge. This is the youngest Lodge ia the District,
It is located in a pleasant and flourishing village, and enjoys the respeot and
confidence of the best class of its citizens., It has a membership of thirtyfive,
and returns twelve new initiates, Both this and the preceding Lodge have
abundantly rewarded the confidence of the Grand Lodge in granting them Char-
ters, and I have no doubt they will prove to be among the most valuable branch-
es of the Fraternity in the Commonwealth.

There have been made during the year eightyfive Masons in the District, and
the several Lodges have contiibuted $309 to the treasury of the Grand Lodge.

The usnal watchfulness and prudence have been shown in the election of can*
didates, and I am sure the interests of Freemasonry will not suffer in the hands
of those who have been admitied to its rites and privileges. In several instances,
for good and sufficient reasous, [ have granted Dispensations for conferring de-
grees in less time than the constitutional requirement—the candidates being
considered worthy, and their imperative departure for the seat of war, with the
regiments to which they were attached, rendering the exception in their favor
atonce advantageous to them and 1o the interests of the Fraternity wherever they
may be called.

In closing this Report, I desire to acknowledge the courtesy and kindness
which has been uniformly accorded to me in visiticg the various Lodges in the
District, and to bear testimony to the respectand loyalty which they all cherish 10
the Grand Lodge, as the ultimale and supreme authority in all matters relating
to Masonic jurisprudence. Grateful for the distinction you have couferred upon
me, I remain, respecifully and Fraternally yours,

HENRY GODDARD, D. D. G. M. 6th Disirict,
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EIGHTH DISTRICT.

M. W. G. M. Wn. D. CooLipgk,

DEARr Sir aND BrotER—Though but recently called by your appointment to
the office of D. D. G. M., made vacant by the death of our lamented R. W,
Bro. Baxter, I have succeeded in visiling every Lodge commiited to my super-
vision. I found them united, barmonious in spirit, and manifesting a good de-
gree of interest in our cherished Institution. Most of them have done but litile
work the past year, owing mainly, no doubt, to the troubled state of the times;
but still their “fervency and zeal” seem not to have sensibly diminished.
With King Hiram Lodge, I had but little acquaintance—it being fifty miles dis-
tant—and therefore was unable to judge of its condition as compared with that
of former years; but its appearance and work were such as to do credit to the
oldest Lodge in the District. The same may be said of Union Lodge, Nan-
tucket; Fraternal Lodge, Hyannie, and Mount Horeb Lodge, West Harwich.
In each of these Lodges there is a spirit of harmony and of active interest which
fully sustains their former good reputation, and indicates a sound, healthy con-
dition.

De Witt Clinton Lodge, Sandwich, I visited, under very unfavorable circum-
stances of weather and travel, and only a very few members were in attend-
ance. But from my intimate acquaintance with the Lodge in the past, and from
the known zeal and interest of the Master and many of the Brethren, I have no
doubt they still maintain their former standiag of credit 1o themselves and of
honor to the Fraternity.

Of Marine Lodge, Falmouth, I have to say, with no little pleasure, that a very
marked change has been wrought for the better. This Lodge heretofore has
been seriously deficient in Masonic knowledge, but during the past year the
Brethren have evidently given themselves in earnest to mastering the work ;
and the result has been a very great improvement. Judging from their famil-
iarity with the Lectures, and other evidences of their proficiency, they will com-
pare favorably with most of our Lodges; and by continued effort and persever-
ance they will in time attain a perfection of work not surpassed by any.

Martha's Vineyard Lodge, Holmes’ Hole, is young in date of Charter, butina
highly prosperous condition, and has done a large amount of work the present
year. On the evening of my visit they fortunately had a candidate for the
third Degree of Masonry, which gave me an opportanity to witness the manner
of their work. And I do not hesitate to say, that for correctness, promptness, and
impressiveness, it was not to be excelled by that of any Lodge within the Dis-
trict. They are entitled to great credit for their diligence and effort in perfect-
ing themselves in the knowledge of Masonry ; and for their active interest and
devotion to the Institution, which give promise of its becoming one of the most
prosperous and best working Lodges in the State.

Pilgrim Lodge, South Harwich, is another young, but prosperous Lodge, whose
members ate zealous and actively interested, and have done a large amount of
work. They have never availed themselves of the instruction of a Grand Lec-
turer, and need it very much ; and there seems to be no good reason why they
should not invite one to their aid. They work well in their way; but their
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work varies in many respects from the standard work of the Grand Lodge; and
itis to be hoped, and I doubt not, they will take the necessary stepa to correct it

I will only say farther, that I have made it a point in my visits, to impress
upon the minds of the Brethren in the several Lodges the importance of cultiva-
ting the spirit of Fraternal harmony and peace in these exciting times; of ex-
hibiting the practical fruits of Masonry out in the world ; of punctual attendance
upon their Lodge meetings ; of each and all perfecting themselves in the Lec-
tares and the work; of being represented at every Communication of the Grand
Lodge, and of extreme caution and care that they receive none to the privileges
of Freemasonry but such as are known to be * worthy and well qualified,” and
who will make good Masons and good Brothers,

Most truly and Fraternally yours,
R. S. POPE, D. D. G. M. of the 8th District.

NINTH DISTRICT.
M. W. Gaaxp MastzR—

It is with that pleasure “ messengers of glad tidings” always feel, that I pro-
ceed to render to you an account of my stewardship as your Deputy for the
Ninth District—for I have none but * glad tidings” of the Craft to bring to you—
glad tidings of social and Masonic prosperity ; of inoreased and inoreasing in-
terest in the work ; of improved morale ; of added Wisdom, Strength and Beauly
in the Lodges, and of continued sndividual prosperity and happiness among the
Brethren. In a word—of healthy growth of all that Masonry planted, and good
Maasons love to cultivate,

1 have visited all the Liodges in my District, and have witnessed in all a thor-
ough exemplification of their mode of work. I have found in all unbroken har-
mony ; in many great social and financial prosperity, and in most a very com-
meadable acouracy in the work. In two Lodges I found considerable variation
and inacouracy, resulting, in both cases, more from want of recent instruction
than from intentional neglect, or carelessness. Having, however, taken mea-
sures to supply the needed instruotion, and being confident that the errors will
be speedily corrected, [ will refrain from designating the Lodges referred to, by
name, adding, that although they were deficient in the ritual, I no where found
better examplars of the true Masonio character,

No oases of individual insubordination or unmasonic conduct have been
brought to my official notice, exoept the single case, the particnlars of which,
early in the year, I reported 10 you, and as to which, you will be glad to learn,
that a course of action, in accordance with your counsel, changed that which
threatened to be a serious injury, to a positive benefit, both to the Lodge and the
erring Brother, in that it brought into more than usvally marked display and
practical application, that Masonio charity that ¢ suffereth long and is kind,” and
that, may I not add, by patient kindness, saves. May we all oftener remem-
ber that man, so long as he is man, must be imperfect ; that the Square is not to
be used to the exclusion of the Trowel, and that “the cement of Brotherly Love
would not, indeed could not, unite us, did it not cling more closely to the rough
than to the smooth surfaces,
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In closing this Report, let me congratulate you on the continued prosperity of
the Fraternity under your charge, through a year, more pregnant with danger to
the Institution of Freemasonry than any of which our traditions have preserved
the history.

While enterprise, paralized in all its * hundred hands,” sits nerveless amid the
wreck of its countless ventures; while all men throughout our unhappy coontry,
forced, by the momentous changes transpiring around them, fiom their wonted
courses of thought, action and life—are living in a new and strange bewildering
existence ; while all systems—social, civil, or religious, seem almost * tottering
tothe fall,” Freemasonry, resisting the adverse influences that have disturbed all
else, still flourishes, and we have had, in loyal Massachusetts, a prosperous and
happy Masonic year. I am glad to see in this fact, evidence that the Institution,
so dear to us all, rests upon a foundation, that, under God, nothing can destroy—
nothing weaken—save only a perversion of its great influence to subserve the
selfish ends of unworthy ambition, or to effect ebjects foreign to its nature and the
purposes of its creation.

Masonry is an Influence not a Power ! May weall be careful to recognize and
preserve the distinction. -

In accepting your appointment us your Deputy, I thanked you for the honor
conferred ; permit me now to thank you for the pleasare I have detived from
the opportunities my position has given me of mingling more extensively with the
Brethren of my Distriot, and thereby, I trust, strengthening old and forming
new and valued friendships. Asnd let me also return my gratefal acknowledg-
ments for the repeated and patient consideration you have given to my frequent
appeals for connsel and direction, which, with the advantage of following in the
steps of one who had ably discharged his duty, and made smooth the path of his
sucoessor, has made my official duties easy, and my term of office, to me, at
least, one of great pleasure and profit.

With great respeot, I remain, Fraternally youre,
WILLIAM S. SHURTLEFF,

Springfield, December, 1861. «  D.D. G. M. of 9% Distrid,

THE WORD “FREE-MASON.”

Tux word * Free-mason” occurs, for the first time, in the statne 25 Edward I.
(1350), entitled * Lee Statuts d'artificers et servants,” which ordaius the rate of
wages, as follows: ¢ Item—Carpenters, Masons, and Tilers, and other work-
men on houses shall take no other days wages for their work, but as they were
used to do before the year 1346. That is to say, a master carpenter 3 pence, and
another (namely a joiner) 2 pence. A master mason 4 pence, and other masons
3 pence, and their servants 1 penny.” In the old French text, “mestre de
franche peer, 4 den. et autre mason 3 den. et leur servants 1 den.” Ia the old
English translation it is: “ a master Freemason 4 den. and other masons 3 den.,
and their servants 1 den.” The word Freemason here signifies a free-stone-
mason, one who works on free-stone (in French franche peer) as distinct from a
rough-mason who works only with rough stones. Both classes of workmen are
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frequently mentioned by name in the Parliamentary Statates of England. Ben
Jouson, in his entertaiument, entitled Love’s Welcome, (1634) uses the words
“ Master Maul opr Freemason.” In Howell’s Londinoplis, published in 1657, we
meet with the following notice :—* The company of Masons, otherwise called
Freemasous, wére used to be a loving Brotherhood for many ages ; yet were they
not regulaled as a society till Henry 1V.,,” &c.—London Freemasons’ Mag.

LETTER FROM THE ARMY.

Newbern, N. C., March 31s, 1862,
M. W. G. M. Wx, D. CooLinGE—

Dear Sir and Brother—W ithout doubt you have for some months been anx-
iously looking for some tidings from Fraternal Army Lodge, No. 4, connedted
with the 25th regiment Massachuseits volunteers. My purpose was to have
written you about the first of January, but circurpstances beyond my control
prevented and now, after so long silence, 1 am happy to inform you that we are
enjoying the benefit of that social intercourse which your kindness in granting a
Dispensation, has conferred on us,—members of our loved Fraternity, who are in
a strauge land, striving 1o uphold the Laws and Constitution of this glorious Re-
public. The fist meeting we held was at Annapolis, Md., Dec. 23d, 1861, in
the Hall of Annapolis Lodge No. 89, which was kindly offered us by 1he Brethren
there. There were eighteen present. One pelilion was received; we formed
some acquaintances among the Masons in Annapolis, which will be remembered
with pleasure, as we “ travel on the level of time toward that undiscovered coun-
iry ;" and our paryer shall be that the Supreme Ruler of the Universe may guide
and keep them, as he has done, thus far, in Union with their Brethren and our

From the tine we met in Annapolis till we came to tbis place, we have had
neither time nor place where we could hold a meeting. Our regiment was divi-
ded and came down the coast on three different ships, so our members were scat-
tered. On looking about here we found a nice Hall, belonging to St. John's
Lodge, which had been broken open and robbed of most of its jewels, and which
led us, of the Craft, to secure a guard to be placed over it, to see that nothing
further was taken. One week last Saturday eveniug, we held a meeting there,
and a very pleasant time we had. Fifteen were visitors from other regiments.
Last Thursday we held our 2d meeting here, thirty Brethren were present, which
indicates some interest in our Lodge. I have found the examinations of applicants
to visit the Lodge quite a task. We have received five petitions since we came
here; and here let me inquire, if I can—placed under peculiar circumstances as
wa are—receive applications oftner than once a month? We may bestationed here
long enough 1o hold two monthly meetings, but the chances are that we shall
not. T propose to hold a meeting each week, for two or three weeks, fearing
we may not enjoy so good conveniences long. An answer to the above question
would much oblige. In our last battle, we lost a Brother, beloved by all who
knew him, and although he did not belong to our Army Lodge, he was deeply
interested in its welfare. I refer to Brother Frazizz A. Strarss, of the 21st
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regiment Massachusetts volunteers, and son of President Stearns of Amherst Col-
lege. Brother Treasurer A. B. R. Sprague, was pleased to offer a friendly tri-
bute to his memory, a copy of which I herewith inclpse, My love for the Fra-
ternity and the Sacred Mysteries which bind us together, increases as I see more
of its workings, and I feel that he who is & true Mason, cannot be a bad man. I
have met with a number of professed Masons among the rebel prisoners we have
taken, and I remarked to one that I did not understand how any one who had
ever taken an obligation such as we profess to have done, could take up arms
against his country ; and I am satisfied that the greater part have done 8o without
thinking what they were doing. I trust they may be led to see the error of their
ways and turn without delay into the right path. I should be pleased to receive a
letter from you if convenient. And may He who ruleth over all, and has brought
us of Fraternal Army Lodge, through dangers and the tery jaws of death,
since we left our dear New England, guide and keep you and us ever, and
bring us all at last to his Heavenly home,
Very respectfully and Fraternally yours,
J. B. KNOX, W. M. of Fraternal Army Lodge, No. 4.

BROTHER FRAZIER A. STEARNS.

Axona the brave who fought and fell in our battle of the 14th ult,, was our
young Brother Faazixr A. Stxarns, Adjutant of the 21st Massachusetis volun-
teers. Knowing him well by reputation before, it was not till I met him inside
the pale of our holy Fraternity, that I formed a pleasant acquaintance, that has so
suddenly been terminaied by the shafis of death, in the hands of the enemies of
our country. In the freshness of early manhood, just beginning to assume and
understand its responsibilities,—at the post of duly, brave and hopeful ; he is
summoned home, “ Where the wicked cease from troubling and the weary are
at rest.” Verily the ways of our Heavenly Father are mysterious and past find-
ingout! And while we bow in humble submission to His decrees, * who doeth
all things well,” we are more than convinced that length of days is not essential to
the completion of a well ordered life ; and he, who, struggling at the post of duty,
shakes off the mortal as a clog, and, * beyond the veil,” pushes onward and up-
ward in the sphere of actual life, far outstrips us who still grovel in the darkness
of our pilgrimage, seeking for more light, trusting that we might pitch our moving
tent a ‘ day’s march nearer home.” G@ifted with a brilliant intellect, cultivated
and refined by close application ; gentlemanly in his deportment ; deeply loved,
I am told, by his associates in arms; faithful in the performance of his duties ;
of dauntless and unquestioned bravery. Wounded at Roanoke, he fell early in
action before Newbern,—lingering for two hours— his life ebbing away with the
words, “ Q my God !” ou his lips,—the shadow of death overspread him :—

% Chill though it was, he hailed it xith a smile,
Not worn by years, or grief; or by long infirmity—
Lay down beneath it,—slept a little while,
And wakened in eternity.”

Those who knew him will miss him, as we push on the column. Sorrow will
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fill the hearts of a loving circle—the sanctity of whose private grief we may not
invade in his dear New England home, His name and memory ehall live in our
Country’s history, together with our other brave comrades, who have fallen.
“ Not lost, but gone before,” he beckons us on to work while the day lasts, for

God, our Brethren, and Humanity,

FROM A MISSOURI CORRESPONDENT.

e, Mo., March 281h, 1862.

Dxar Bro. Mooxz—For the first time in six months I have received & num-
ber of the “ Magazine,” and being once more in communication with the world,
from the greater part of which we have been so long excluded, I thought I
would write yon a line to say, that, thank God I am well ; and have not suffered
in person or property to the value of a cent! The glorious old flag, the symbol
of humanity and liberty, (under the law,) once more floats over our town,and the
traitors who have eo long beld this section of the country in subjection, have re-
ceived a well merited punishment. They are now reported as crossing the
Arkansas river, utterly disorganized, while our victorious army is about seventy
miles south of this place, wailing for grass, as ihere is scarce any forage to be
found in North Arkansas. If our army can command the Mississippi to Napo-
leon, the mouth of the Arkansas river, we will have no fears of being again
troubled by Price and his gang of traitors,

Since the fatal 10th of August, when the heroic Lyon fell, this town has not
been without sick and wounded soldiers; at one time, immediately after the
battle of Wilson’s Creek, we had about 3000! Most of the inhabitants left with
our retreating army, and the few that were left, had ample opportunity of exer-
cising that charity towards their fellow men, which our beloved Order so beauti-
fully teaches. Among so many congregated at this place, a fair proportion were
Masons. By them I endeavored to do as I would be done by ; and I thank Ged
that many of my deluded Brethren, on their recovery, returned home determined
10 take no further part in the wicked attempt 10 destroy their government.

I have seen and heard many things within the past six months which confirm
me in the opinion entertained for many years, that we have made too many Ma-
sons ; and created too many Lodges; and that we have been utterly regardless
as to the quality of the materisl we work up; for these opinions, when expressed,
I have brought down on my head ill feelings, and have made some enemies ; but
this matters but little when I am conscious of being right. I have seen with sor-
row and indignation a Knight Templar, a hanger on of Price’s army, wearing the
sword, belt, and Chapeau, of the Order! and when I remonstrated with him on
the impropriety of wearing this costume in public, his reply was, that his sword
could not be wielded in a better cause! In the cause of infamy and disgrace !
We have many such as he in Missouri. God help our venerable and beloved
Order ; when its own children turn on it to destroy it! Our Depuly Grand Mas-
ter, John Decker, is an aid to Gen. Frost, who commands a Brigade under Price.
Ay, and an effort will be made to elect him Grand Master !
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What shall Isay of our Brother Albert Pike,a Massachusetts man! at the
head of a band of cowardly, blood-thirsty savages, hovering near the field of bat-
tle, scalping and mutilating the bodies of our dying and dead! I ocan respect
bravery and true manhood even when exercised in an unjust cause, but what
opinion can I form of the man, who, despite the teachings of our Order, will lead
these acoursed Indians, and sanction the perpetration of such barbarities!

Masonry in this State has sustained the loss of two Past Grand Masters, Bros.
Sharp and Grover. Bro. Sharp was shot in Montgomery County last summer,
and being taken into a country store on the road side to die, a band of murderers
came along, took him out of the store and hung him! Bro. Grover fell while at
the head of his regiment, bravely defending Lexington! Another Past Grand
Master, Boyd, is raising a regiment for service in the State! His son, Col. Boyd,
a R. A. Mason, commands the 25th Missouri; our Present Grand Master, Pen-
ick, will take command of a regiment in a few days. So all of our Brethren are
not on the side of treason and disloyalty !

A death blow has been struck at elavery in this State, and that by the elave
owners themselves. Iam sorry for it. Iam a strong Pro-slavery man; and
have been for twenty years. I have seen its workiags not only in this State but
in the South, and thus seeing it, I honestly believe that the negro is better off as
a slave than in any other condition, always supposing that he has a kind Master ;
but if the question is to be slavery or the Union—why I say, in God’s name abol-
ish slavery to-morrow ; ay, fifty times over; rather than this glorious confederasy
should be dismembered! and yet we cannot get in this section of the State (and
the same will hold good thronghout the greater portion of Missouri) a white ser-
vant for love or money ! They are not here. There are not twenty foreigners
in the whole county, and they are either mechanics or farmers. I see by the
Magazine that Bro. Risk is dead. He was a warm hearted, intelligent Brother,
and his loss will be felt by a large circle of acquaintances and friends.

Fraternally, —_—

THE MASONIC TROWEL.

R. W. HarMax G. Rernorps, Eeq., the talented and able Grand Secretary of
the Grand Lodge of Illinois, has sent us the first number of a Monthly Publica-
tion which he has just started at Springfield, under the above appropriate
title. Tt is a handsomely printed quarto of eight pages, and will be furnish-
ed to the Lodges and Brethren at Fifly Cents a year. Brother Reynolds is to be
its editor, and this should be enough to ensure its entire success, and place it in
the hands of every Mason in his State. Educated and trained in one of the most
intelligent and conservative Grand Lodges in the country, our Brother is well
qualified so to conduct his journal that it shall be not only an honor to himself,
but useful tothe Brethren and Lodges within the jurisdiction of his Grand Lodge,
or wherever else it may obtain a circulation. We subjoin his opening address,
which will more fully explaiu his views and purposes :—

Ouz Parxze. The Fraternity of this State, we feel assured, will not accuse us of
egotism or boasting, when we claim for our Grand Lodge a position, second only
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to Massachusetts, in Masonic Jurisprudence, and to New York in numerical force.
We are quite confident that the figures now do, or shortly will, bear us out in re-
gard to numbers. This wonderfal growth—the work of twentyone years—may
be traced to three causes :—

1. When the Grand Lodge of Illinois was organized in 1840, the State had a
large population, say 450,000, not in general unfriendly, to make Masons from.

2. The emigration into this State from 1835 until now, has been mainly young
men, or families of both sexes and various ages. Hencq there is a large increase of
population to make Masons from.

3. There has been, within the last ten years, an immense Masonic emigration
into this State.

Qur thrift, our numbers, our numerous Lodges, have furnished various writers
themes to write about, and while many have endeavored to render us justice, others
have indulged in coarse, and often bitter remarks. Why should this beso? Our
proceedings usually elicit high praise ; our judicial decisions have been very gener-
ally approved ; our Reports on Foreign Correspondence have been ranked second
only to those of Grand Master King, of New York, and visitors from abroad admit
that our work is neat and complete as any they have ever witnessed, and our ritaal
the most clear, concise and compact they have ever heard.

For several years the editor of this unpretending sheet has been urged to under-
take the publication of a journal for the special benefit of the Craft in lllinois. We
have our own jurisprudence ; our own usages ; our own Constitution ; our own By-
Laws sud Regulations.

Pablications in other jurisdictions, however meritorious, must of necessity give
opinions and decisions, founded upon their own Grand Lodge legislation, at variance
with ours. Even the Ashlar, ably and skilfully edited and conducted, as it was
everywhere acknowledged to be, was divided between our State and Michigan, and
unavoidable confusion and much trouble to our Grand Masters was the inevitable
result.

Indeed, no man, however upright, honorable or fair, who is attached to his own
Grand Lodge, and has grown up beneath its shadow, drank at its fount, and
formed his Masonic ideas from its ussges, laws and teachings, can come from that
Grand Lodge to us, and be a careful, safe, interpreter or expositor for our Lodges.
He would be more than human if he could. To do so, one must forget his early
teachings—turn away from his own mother—and no good Mason can, at once, do it.

We have therefore entered upon this undertaking without money, and withoot
patroos, unpledged and free, having faith that the Illinois Craftsmen will * see us
through” this “hazardous enterprise.”

We can say, in honest sincerity, that for fourteen years, we have earnestly, faith-
fally and diligently toiled by night and by day, at all times, in poverty and in
prosperity, for the good of Masonry and the glory of our Grand Lodge. Why we
have 3o toiled, the Craft know not now, but may hereafter.

Trustfully, hopefully, we send this sheet East, West, North, South, not doubting
that the * bread which we cast upon the waters” will again return to us.

Lest we be misunderstood, we will here say, that while we cheerfully accord su-
perior judical position to Massachusetts, that we claim only an equal position in
that respect with Vermont, South Carolina, and other jurisdictions ; and in num.
bers with Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Georgia,

We shall endeavor to promote harmony, peace, concord, love, good-will, and
friendship.
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We shall 1 abor to disseminate a pure and high-toned morality ; to give a fair ang
plain historical account of Masonry in our borders ; to advocate high and ennobling
principles ; to promote the honor, integrity and unity of the Craft, and to give such

interpretations and judicia) decisions as may be safe to follow.

These are our aims.

Brethren ! shall we be sustained ?

Tho answer which the Fraternity ofIllinois will give to this inquiry cannot be
ayn mattere of doubt, Brother Reynolds has served them intelligently and faith®
fully for the last fourteen years in the most responsible situations to which any
Brother can be called, and they will neither forget his services nor neglect his
olaims, now that they have an opportunity of remembering the one and reward.
ing the other. We wish him God-speed in bis new enterprise.

GRAND LODGE OF KANSAS.

Wx have the proceedings of this young and thriving Grand Lodge at its an.
nual communication in October last. The session was held at Leavenworth,
and twelve Lodges were represented. The Grand Master being necessarily ab-
sent, the Secretary read a commaunication from him. He had granted two Dis-
pensations during the year, one for Nevada City, Colorado Territory, and one for
Indianola, Kansas, There are now thirty Lodges under the jurisdiction, having
an aggregate of 819 members, 148 of whom were initiated the past year. This
indicates a high degree of prosperity, but the sad condition of the country is any-
thing but favorable to its continuance. Masonry must suffer in common with
all other societies and institutions. Our Kansas Brethren are more exposed
than their Brethren of the older and more wealthy jurisdictions, They well know
however how to bear their misfortunes philosophically, as is manifest from the
following extract from a communication from the Master of St. John’s Lodge,
who-found it necessary to return the Charter of his Lodge :—

As will be seen by our annual return, sent herewith, we have made but one
Mason during the year. He is a minister, and consequently a ¢ dead-head,”
which we desire you to take as evidence that we, though poor in purse, are mason-
ically liberal. While we, as a Lodge, are clogsing a short and unsuccessful oa-
reer, we are happy to know that Washington Lodge (which we have attempt-
ed to rival only in Masonio virtues) has like Aaron’s rod, brought forth buds,
blosomed and yielded almonds. She has proffered us, through the very Brother
who guards her eastern portals, the hospitalities of her roof, and expressed her
readiness to act the part of the Good Samaritan in dressing our bruises and
wounds.

We yield to no Lodge in devotion to the principles of Freemasonry, Ourcom-
munications have been characterized by mutual good understanding and frater-
nal affection. We surrender our Charter with many regrets, and sincerely
hope that our failure to sustain St. John’s Lodge will work no detriment to the
cause of Masonry in Kansas. A few of us have assumed the liabilities of the
Lodge, to the satisfaction of our creditors, after tarning over to them such furni-
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tare of the room as we were authorized to dispose of. 1 hold, subject to your
order, the balance of the property, consisting of a letter G of maguificent pro-
portions, the Book of Records, the Book of Constitutions, gavals, jewels of an
economical manufacture, and a number of emblems of Purity and Virtae.

Most of us are young in Masonry, and are anxious to sit at the feet of soma
Gamaliel and learn more of the Law and the Prophets.. We are thankful for they
favors already dupenoed to us by your honorable hndy, but like poor Ohmn
Twist, we hold out our, ladels and humbly ask for more. , T

- - ADMISSION OF CANDIDATES. v

The follomng resolutions were presented and laid over until the 'nexlmdeliug'

We think they embody the trup law and usage of Masonry :—

Rewlved, That after’ a favorable ballot is had on the application of « candidate
for the mysteries of Masbury, no forther balloting shall be required ; and a Brother:
being initiated, amust be pawsed-atd raised when duly qualified ia the preceding’
dogrees, omlesy chorges of unmwesonid condect are preferred against him, or other.-
'wise sufficient reusons for his nomwdvincement be presented and:dpproved by the '
l ' . . . - ) ‘. . I

Rexolved, That candidates- for the Fellow Craft, or Master’s Degrée shall be ex- '
amined in open Lodge in the preceding Degrees, and'the’ vote of the examination
being deemed satisfactory, shall be by show of bands, nnd 4 majority vote -hall
govern. .

The Grand Master for the present year is M, W. Jaoob Saqm, of Mohloon.-— .
the Grand Secretary, E. T, Carr, Fort Leavqnvonh

GRAND LODGE OF MICHIGAN.:

We have a copy of the proceedings of the Geand Lodge of Michigan at its ane-
mal commaenication in Januvary last. The- session was held at Detriot, and wiae
very fully attended. The epening address of the Grand Master was & brief Hut. well
prapared paper. la relation to the present uahappy- coadition of the. eommy he
says—

At our last anniversary, s cloud, indeed, not mueh larger tlmu mu" hw.
way discernible in our nationsl :ﬂhiu, and the mutterings of a coming sterm Wers
distinetly heard; but many imagined that the: indications of trouble wers trausi.
tory, sud few, if any, anticipated the:extent and duration of the evils thwt threats
ened our beloved coumtry. Very soon, however, after our snnual meeting, the
bheavens were covered with clouds, and the storm' commenced in its fory. Fiom
thet period, it hes raged without abatement. Never, since the formation of eur
government, have witnemed such a state of affairs as now exists. Never was
there u period in the history of this gevernment which more imperiously demand: -
ed the exercise of a cool and dispassiondte judgment, than the present. Never
was there a cvisis 3o full of danger, derhanding the exercise of a larger, parer pa.
triotism, than the present. In view of these dangers, the question is, how shall
we, as Masons, actt In the aneient charges, we atre taught that * A Mason is to
be a pexceable subject to all civil powers, wherever he resides or works, and is"
pever to be concerned in plots and conspiracies against the peace and welfare of
the mation.” He is also solemnly charged, that in the State, ke is to be & quiet and -

“8
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peaceable subject, true to his government and just to his country ; that he is not to
countenance disloyalty or rebellion, but patiently submit to legal authority, and
conform with cheerfulness to the government of the country in which he lives.
Whilst, therefore, my Brethren, we can not put forth our hands to steady the ark,
we can, as Masons, unite with our Brethren everywhere throughout our land in
unceasing, peaceable effort, and constant invocation to the Great Architect of the
Universe, to save us from the dangers which threaten our beloved country, and
that the clouds and darkness that now overshadow us, may be dispelled, and that
the bright sun of peace, concord, and Brotherly love, may dispell the gloom, and
shed its rays of hope and confidence, and love throughout the land, filling the
hearts of all with gratitude and joy.

LODGE JURISPRUDENOE.

The committee of the Grand Lodge, to whom was referred a matter of difference
as to jurisdiction between two Lodges, reported—** That the jurisdiction of =
subordinate Lodge extends to, and embraces all territory that is nearer to it than to
any other Lodge. That it is inexpedient to permit coneurrent jurisdiction without
cities and large villages. The only reason why concurrent jurisdiction is granted
in cases of cities and villages is, that the numbers of such Lodges become too nu- -
merous for profitable labor. To permit concurrent jurisdiction in other cases,
would open a wide field for jealousy and discontent, and would in the opinion of
your committee, tend greatly to disturb the peace and harmony of the fraternity,
claiming this concurrent jurisdiction. Your committee would therefore submit to
the Grand Lodge that the only proper way in which to determine whether an ap-
plicant for initiation is within the jurisdiction of the Lodge, is to ascertain whether
he lives nearer to the Lodge where he applies, than to any other Lodge. by a
straight line.

HON. LRWIS CASS.

The special committee to wait upon Past Grand Master General Lzwrs Cass, ap-
peared and stated that they had performed the pleasing duty assigned it, and had
waited on General Cass, at his residence, and had met with a kind, courteous, and
fraternal reception. The General though far advanced in years, being in the
eightieth year of his age, is as vigorous in mind as he was twenty years ago. His
general health is remarkably good, though at the present moment he is laboring
under temporary indisposition. The committee informed our aged Brother of the
objeet of their visit, and requested him to accompany them to the Ledge room,
where a warm reception awaited him from the members of the Order, to whom he
was known by his world-wide reputation as a statesman and orator, and by whom
he was greatly respected for his many virtues, and to whom it would give inex-
pressible pleasure to see him once more in the Lodge room which be bad adorned
by his virtues and his talents. The veteran Mason was moved and gratified at this -
mark of esteem, and begged the committee to assure the Grand Lodge of his con-
tinued confidence in, and devotion to, the principles of our Order. He believed
that our principles had done much good to society by restraining the passions and
desires of men, and in inculcating a higher tone of moral sentiment thaa is taught
or practiced by the world at large. He said, also, that he was the first Grand
Master of the first Grand Lodge of the Territory of Michigan, and he believed he
was the first Grand Master of the first Grand Lodge of the State of Ohio. -He was
the Grand Master of the lattter State, and he was under the impsession that he was
its first Grand Master. He said his reminiscences connected with the Order were
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of the most pleasant character. He well recollected, also, the ordeal through which
the Order passed during the antimasonic excitement. He was, at the time, Grand
Master of the then Territory of Michigan, and he was present when the Lodge sus-
pended its labors. We never disdbanded, he said, with emphasis, but we suspended
our labors until the passions and fanaticism of men should subside. They have
sabsided, and we now see what small foundation there was for the excitement
which swept, like a flood, through the length and the breadth of the country. He
said he never had a very high respect for the men who encouraged the crusade
against Masonry, for the purpose of mounting to power on the popular breath.
The interview of the committee with General Cass was very gratifying, apparently
to both parties. At parting, he desired the committee to present his compliments
and greetings to the Grand Body, and to say he wished them success in the good
work in which they were engaged, but on account of the day, he was compelled to
decline the very kind and gratifying invitation which he had received.

The report of the committee on correspoadence is a well written abstract of the
doings of the various Grand Lodges the past year. The principal officers for the
Ppresent year are—Francis Darrow, of Pontiac, G. M. ; J. E. Johason, Centreville,
D. G. M. ; F. Carlisle, Detroit, 8. W.; M. Ayres, Fentonville, J. W.; James Fen-
ton, Detroit, G, Secy. @

LIBERTY-EQUALITY-FRATERNITY.

Tris motto has, from time immemorial, with the most perfect justice, been ap-
propriated by the Freemasons, with whom it originated, although on occasions of
modern date, such as the French Revolution of 1848, it has been borrowed.

Between the monarch and the hurblest of his subjects there is no Masonio
difference. The Freeborn sous of the * royal art,” as such, disdain all civil dis-
tinctions and titles of nobility.

* Distinguished by the badge they wear,
Ennobled by the name they bear.”

The Masonic Society is noless equalized by the equality it inculcates and prao-
tices, than by iis fraternity and Brotherhood. Masons meet together to seek and
10 enjoy that sublle communion which can only exist and be appreciated by those
bound as Freemasons are bound, who think and feel as do “ Brethren of the
mystic tie.”

Religion, morals and polities, or our duty to God, ourselves and our fellow-be-
ings, in public as well as private life, constitute the true circle of man’s obliga-
tions. Fidelity to God, our Country, and the Craft, is the symbolic triangle of
. Freemasonic duty. He whose conduct is circumscribed by the circle, or who
preserves integral this divine triad, will be a true patriot, a good citizen, and a
worthy member of sociely.

Every candidate for admission within the pale of Freemasonry must be a free-
man, and his own master ; and when admitted, he cannot remain a trne Mason,
accepted, worthy, and free, if hé permits shackles to be placed on him. The
aecount current of his condaet rans between his conscience and his God alone.
‘The spiritual liberty which Freemasons cultivate is identical with that which
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emanates from the root of that glotious Uee, whence germinate the now wide
aprend branches of civil and religioug liberty. The qualities of a patriot soldier
are Freemasonic. ,For his courage,, discipline, ¢ and love of eountry, we present
ibe Freemasonig wtpe_s of forjitude, obediencs to laws, and fidelity even unto
death, . I{ degth iy beapliful. when, earned by virtue, how presious is the blood
that is shed for ane’s couniry? how glorious to fall, whea falling, we sise to cen-
quest, honor and immontality. Where true Masonry flovrishes there is ¢ liberty
and :equedity,’.ne less tham benevolence. Freemasonry is in essence Demo-
otatic;and dn the words of Lafayette, is peculiarly adapted 'to this country ; for,
aid+he, *“The Maséaie Iustitdtion in the United States affords an important pillar
bf stipport'ind union 1 its' free institdtions and happy form'of government. »

' The ciowns and sceplres and énslgos of royalty which we use in our ceremo-
nies conimemorala ev‘enu prosetved in our traditions, but like our titles and hiero-
glyphic ]ewels, are only deaxgned o mcnloate commendable traths and duties.
N. Y.  Courier,

ADOPTIVE MASONRY INITALY.

Tax Italian Freemasons have just introduced an important innovation into the
statutes of the society.®* The Correspondence, of Rome, thus describes the
ceremony of installation ~—* Ia a room husgwith black wes raised a table cov-
ered with black cloth ; on the table was a skull, and above it was a lamp, which
shed a funereal llght. Eight personages then enlered a venerable Grand Master,
& venerable ‘Grand Mistress, a Brother orator dressed as a capuchin, a Brother
inspector, a Sister inspeotress; ‘and Brother and Sister depositaries, and a Sister
Sntroduetress.” These dignitariés wore on their breasts a wide violet ribbon, to
which was ‘suspended a'littfe gold trotel ; the' Grand Master held & hammer,
serving as his sceptre, and marched at the side of the grand mistress, elevated to

_the rank of honorable sompanion. The Brothers: and Sisters of the Lodge all
wore the mystical apron and' white gloves. A “novice was to be introduced.
The Grand Master struck his hands together five times, and solemnly ssked one
of the dignitasies, ¢ What are the duties.of s Masenic aspirant? The answer
was, ‘Obedianee, labor, and silence.’ The Brother orator then took the novice
by the hand aod-conducted her to a dark room, wheré haviag bandaged her eyes,
he read her a homily on virtue and charity. When the bandage wds removed,
she fonnd hemelf sucrounded by the Brotharsin a eircle, their sworde crossed over
her head. Afier.an¢thec homily, pronoupeed this time by the Grand Master,
he asked ke if she had wall. reflectad befare estering a society which was un-

" *This is a mistake. No such innovation has been introduced into the statutes of the s0-
tiety, though some of the leading Mesons of Italy have undertaken to incorporate upon, or
rather, perhaps, to associate with their Lodges what the Freach call * Adoptive Masonry.'
8o far ar Freemasonry is .concerned, however, it is the merest humbug and cheat. ftis
just such Freemesonry as Rob. Morris and his agents are hawking about the country at the
pate of 810 a candidate. No decent women can with propriety have anything to do with it
It is & dangerous imposture, and had its origin ia France, during the veign of snurchy and
infidelity, about the close of the Inst century.—Ed. Mag
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known to her, And theg, afier mnival explanations, the prosslyte repeated the
formula of the oath; ‘I swear and promise to keep faithfnlly in my heart all
the secrets of Freemasonry, and esgage to do 8o under the penalty of beiag cut
in pieces by the sword of the exterminating angel,’ The Grand Master thea
showed her the sign by which the Brothers and Siaters recognize each other, and
the pass word of the Order. Then taking the Sister by the hand, he respeatfully
gave her five kisses of peace, and haaded her an apron and w pair of gloves.”

-

THE SYMBOLIC DEGREES.

* Tax nppcllmon Symbolxc, is confined to the fiyst three degrees of Masonry.
When we speak of * §ymbolic Masonry,” we always mean.that part of our doc-
trine which is confined 1o the Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master Ma-
gon. We never apply the term to any of the degrees conferred in the: Chapters,
Councils or Commanderies. Of these, the first are.called Chapitral degrees, the
second, Copnoil degrees, and the last, degrees of Chivalry. h may be nluuﬁng
to trace the cawge of thig distinction of titles.-

The germ apd pucleys of. all Frgemasanry.is to be famuhn uuthes pr;-nlu
degrees. They were, at pne.tims, the only degrees knowa 1o, o prastised by,
the Craft, and hence they are called “ Ancient Creft. Matoney,” to distisguish
them from the comparatively modern additions. In these degrees, the instruc-
tions are all symbolic. The lessons communicated to the candidates are convey-
ed through the medium of emblems and ly,mbol;, whilg there is (at least in the
working of the degrees,) but little’ historical'of tndmonnry knowledge, with the
exception of the great legend of ‘Masonty, which is to be found in the Master’s
Degree. Hence it'is; in' allaston' o tliese degrees, which constitute the great
body af Masonry, that the English lectures; which are so far superior to our own,
in theif extent and In their philosophical character, describe Freemasonry to be
* a ‘beautiful system of morality, veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols.”
And it is because all the science of aucient crat Masonry is thus concealed in
symbols, all its monhty taught by symbols, and all its llngnago, its implements,
and its ceremonies symbolic, that the degrees wlnch compaiss it are-said to be
symbolic.

Now nothing of this kind is to bofon-d in the hoglev dqtnl of any of the
rites. .Taking our own, the Xork rite, for example, as soon ss we heve proceed-
ad to the Chapter, and entered upon the -Mark: Mamer's Degree we find the sym -
bolic - character cessing to predemidate. ‘It is true ‘thut ‘the use of symbols, in
shess degrebs,. is not alogether abaridoned. That could not be,'for the symbol
eoustitates the very eesinde of Freeinasinty. But they here hold'a dubordinate
position. ‘They do not, as in the primitive degrees, strike the eye and instruct
the head, and touch the heart, in every part of the Lodge, and in every portion of
its ceremonies. On the contrary, the Chapitral degrees are foundod on eveots in
Masonic history. Each of them has attached to it some tradition or some legend,
which it is intended to illustrate, and the remembrance of whose events is pre-
served in the ceremonies and instructiops of the degreg. To aecomplish these
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objects, to retain these traditions in the memory of Masons, these degrees have
been founded, and as the information communicated in them is of an historical
character, there was, of course, no great need for symbols, the profuse use of
which would rather tend to an injury than a benefit, by confusing the mind of the
aspirant. Hence it is, that no symbolic character is attributed to the Keystone,
the ark of the covenant, or even to the working tools of the Royal Arch degree,
omissions that would not be tolerated in the Apprentice, the Fellow Craft, or
the Master Mason’s Degree.

Ragon, in his admirable work on Ancient and Modern Initiations, objects to this
exclusive appellation of the term * Symbolic,” to the first three degrees, as a sort
of criticism on the higher degrees, and as if implying that the higher degrees
are entirely without symbols.” But, from what we have already said, it will be at
once perceived that he has misunderstood the true import of the appellation. It
is not because the higher degrees are totally devoid of symbols, that the term
¢t Symbolic” is withheld from them, but because symbolic instruction is not their
predominating character, as it is of the first three,

Were we to propose distinctive titles for these two branches of the institution,
while we continued to confine the term “ Symbolic” to Ancient Craft Masonry,
looking to the traditions or legends upon which the higher degrees are founded,
and of which they are the depositaries, we should be inclined to give them the
title of ¢ Legendary Masonry.”—Mackey.

THE SPIRIT OF MASONRY.

Gzaxp Master McFarranp of Missourl, says, speaking of the spirit indulging the
letter of our institution, the first thing you see in a Lodge is that great revealed
light. The first thing you desire in & Lodge is more light. The €rst thing that
you profess in a Lodge is a trust in God, whom you learn to know in the bible.
Among the first lessons tanght you in the Lodge are, that without revelation you
are in darkness, that by nature you are unfit even for the earthly tabernacle, and
therefore, the original material must be straightened and squared and smoothed into
a new and better being. These things are fundamental principles of God’s revealed
religion—the whole rests upon an altar for sacrifice—and they being your first les-
sons, teach you that to become truly and fully Masons, that religion must be cul-
tivated in your hearts. It has been said by them of old, that men become Masons
firat in the heart, but many do not reflect how it is that they become so first in that
quarter. He fears that many never do become Masons otherwise then in outward
form and revelation. He asks his Brethren not to suppose that he has said too much
on this subject, rather supposing he had not done his duty as Grand Master, i{ he
had not invited their attention to this wonderful element of Masoanic life; he asks
them as Masons to ever remember this fact when in our Lodges we offer devotions
at our altar, looking to Hix whom the altar represents. He takes that occasion to
observe, that no man who doubts the existence of God, or his providence over the
world—and no man who disbelieves or doubts that our bible is his revelation—and
no man who does not intend therefore to polish the Ashlar according to the teachings
of the bible, can never become what Masonry contemplates ; he adds, that our well
being is not in the numbers admitted, it is rather in the quality of the material.
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FUNERAL ELEGY.

Fron this vain world of noise and strife,
T’ enjoy a new-born heavenly life,
Our dearest Brother’s fled !
His body we commit to earth,
His soul to God, who gave him birth,
To raise him from the dead.

(Chorus.)

To the powers Divine all glory be given, .
By men upon earth, and by angels in heaven.

The sweet remembrance of the just,
Shall flourish while he sleeps in dust,
Our hope in heaven secure ;
The wicked's mem’ry shall decay,
Aod vanish like a shade away,
Nor thought of any more. (Chorus.)

In the Grand awful Lodge above,

Dwell Concord, Harmony, and Love,
Eternal peace and rest ; .

Our God is merciful and kind,

Then seek in time, and you will find
A blessing 'mongst the blest. (Chorus.)

dbituary.
Brorrer WILLIAM N. LANE.

AT aregular communication of * Henry Price Lodge,” held at Mishawum
Hall, on the 26th ul, the following resolutions relating to the decease of Wor.
Master WiLLam N. Laxk, were unanimonsly adopted :—

Resolved, That the members of Henry Price Lodge are sadly afllicted by the in-
telligence of the decease of their Brother and fellow-citizen, Past Master William
N. Lane, who died at New York, on the 22d ult. on his way home from the Gulf
Squadron, where he had been employed in the service of his country.

Resolved, That while we remember the ability and firmness, tempered with mod-
eration, and the spirit of charity, with which he ruled and governed this Lodge
during the preceding year; while we contemplate the fidelity with which he dis-
charged his duties, in every relation of life; while we call to mind the kind servi.
ces which he assiduously performed, as a neighbor, a Masonic Btother, a citizen
and a good physician, we feel assured and comforted in the belief that although cut
down in early life, in the bud of professional promise and usefulness, his many vir-
toes will be cherished and emulated by those who have known and esteemed him,
and that the manly and honorable character which he had formed, will exert a sal-
utary influence upon the Fraternity and this community.

Resolved, That these resolutions be entered upon the records of the Lodge, and
that the Worshipful Master be requested to forward a copy of them to the family
of the deceased ; and that in farther respect to his memory, the Lodge and Regalia
be clothed in mourning for three months. .

Voted, That a copy of the above Resolutions be published in the Bunker Hill
Aurors, of Charlestown, and the Masonic Magazine, of Boston.
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NASONIC CASY OHBAT.

MASONIC CHIT CHAT.

Ax InrosToR. We have received several
communications from different sections of the
country, exposing the course of an smpostor
calling himself J. M. Martin, and claiming
to be the Senior Warden of Golden Rule
Lodge, No. 12, Stanstead, Canada East. He
is about 5 ft. 10 inches high, of sandy com-
plexion, a little bald, and has the appearance
of being a farmer. One of hisstories is, that
he had been to Iowa, and had bought a
through ticket and lost it, and could proceed
no further without assistance. On this state.
ment he has borrowed sundry sums of money
from Lodges and Brethren. He probably has
different stories for different localities, all of
which are equally false. There is no such
person a member of the Lodge at’ Stanstead,
nor is he known as a resident in that vicinity.
He is thought to have been in this city, where
be represcnted himself as a Warden ot a
Lodge in Pennsylvania, and having lost his
money solicited assistance to enable him to
reach home. He is probably still pursuing
this villaoy about the country, and the
Lodges and Brethren are cautioned to be on
their guard against him.

CorzecTion. A correspondent in Brother
Reynold’s new paper, “ The Masonic Trow-
el,” noticed in a preceding page, gives what
he calls ** Webb's Master Mason's Ode ;” but
what is, in fact, a very badly mutilated ver
sion of a very beautiful Masonic Hyma, writ-
ten muny years ago by our R. W. Brother
Joun H. Suxrranp, Esq., of this city, but at
the time Master of Lincoln Lodge, Wiscas-
sott, Maine, beginning—

“ Abt when ehall we thres meet llke them
Who last wese at Jerusadem 7**

Gooxx's Laoy's Book for May pats as in
possession of anotber of those exquisite steel
plates which udd so much to the value of thig
popular work,—“illustrative of the merry
monthof May » The * Fashion Plate” is also
a beaatiful aflair. Indeed the entire numberis
rich with illastrations, useful and oroamental.
The text is always of a high literary cheracter
and whally unexceptionable in its towe and
tendency.

Grawo Lucrunzes. R. W: Brother B. F.
Nourse having resigned, the Grand Lectarers
of the Grand Lodge for the current year, are
R. W. Brothers E. D. Baxcsorr, of So.
Groton, and C. C, Dame of this city. Spe-
cial Lecturers, for special duties, are com-
missioned by the Grand Master whenever
Decessity requires.

Masonic Funesar. The funeral of the
late Edward 8. Weston, formerly publisher
of the American Union, took place from the
Union Park street church in this city on the
16th vitimo. Fhe following Masonic bodies
were in attendance: Boston Encampment
Knights Templars, St. Andrew's Royal Arch
Chapter, and St. John's Lodge. The Ea-
campment wore their handsome regalis, and
were accompanied by Hall’'s band. After
the services at the church, the remains of the
deceased were taken to Milton for inter-
ment.

Gaxguixay Cearter. The “ Greenleaf "
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons—under Dis-
pensation from the Grand High Priest—has
been organized in Portland. It includes
among its members some of the oldest and
most honared of the Fraternity in that city.
The stated meetings of the Chapter will
be held on the first Monday in each moath,

The officess of the Chapter are as follows:
Freeman Bradford, H. P. ; J. H. Drummood,
K.; J. B. Coyle, 8.; M. F.King, C. H.; Ru-
fus Stanley, P. S.; Edwin S. Shaw,R.A.C.;
Samuel Kyle, M. 3d V.; Gordon R. Garnder,
M.2d V.; Edwerd Phinney, Treas.; Moses
Dodge Sec'y.; Edwin C. Bolles, Chaplain. ;
Charles Sampson, Sentinel.

Ham o2 Hxts Which is correot?  The
&omdon P. M. Magezive says—“ Hele, al-
though it is Anglo Saxon. It means to pre-
perve or conceal. Hail has nothing to do
with it. Woe have the latter in another sease
—a hailing sign—something by which atten-
tion is called, or as a word implying homsge.
The iwo sve as distinct in significance as sty
two words in the lasguage.”
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“KNIGHTS TEMPLAR”—«“SAINTS JOHN,” &o.

As the inclination to adopt the above forms of expression, in place of
what is termed by our new orthographical reformers, the * old-fashioned"
mode, appears to be on the increase, it does not seem to be out of place
for us to state here our own opinions on the subject. And first, let us pre-
mise, that we altogether decline to be classed with those who think every-
thing right and good that is old ; although in regard to one matter—our
Axcient ConsTiTUTIONS oF Masoney—we do sincerely desire never to
see any alteration or jnnovation. If, however, a necessily arise for an in-
novation, or adoption of a new term of language, by all means let it be
innovated or adopted. Probably no sounder rules on this subject can be
found than those of Horace :—

4 §i forte necesse est
Indiciis monstrare recentibus abdita rerum,
Fingere cinctutis non exaudita Cethegis
Continget, dabiturque licentia sumta pudenter.”

Which may be freely translated—

“If it should happen to be necessary to explain some abstruse subjects by newly-
invented terms, it will be allowed to coin words unheard of by the ancient Cethegi,
and the liberty will be granted, so long as it is used with modesty.”

The talics are our own, and we ask our readers to accord them the at-
tention they are intended to attract. There must first be a necessity for
the alteration or innovation ; and, secondly, the *liberty” must be used
with modesty. This last is also, we fear, rather an old-fashioned word,
but we have enough of the * cinctuti Cethegi,” or * old school Americans,”
about us, to hope that the term may not only survive, but regain all its pris-
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tine significance and force, and come once more to indicate a fact—a
substantial and universal characteristic of our public and private life.
Words, if we would only examine them with a little care, are plain and
truthful teachers, and this word, * modesty,” is an apt illustration of the
statement. ¢ Modesty (writes South) is a kind of shame or bashfulness
proceeding from the sense a man has of his own defects, compared with
the perfections of him whom he comes before.” - Even this species of
modesty, though rather repugnant to the republican ideas of ¢ young
America,” is not without its value ; and while, if carried to excess, it
would degenerate into cowardice and want of self-respect, we are inclined
to believe that, kept within due limits, such as respect and reverence for
parents, elders, and those of greater experience, wisdlom and léarning
than ourselves—a * modest” estimate of our own attainments—and a
““ modest” way of expressing our own opinions—the relations of social
- and domestic life would at least be rendered more agreeable, if not more
virtuous and happy. But if we look back to the derivation of the word—
the only true method of getting at the full meaning of words, and eliciting
the hidden lessons they contain—we shall better understand its force in
the Horatian maxim, which we have quoted. The original Latin word is
well defined as being synonimous with the terms in Greek and Latin, sig-
nifying * moderateness, unassuming conduct, discretion ;” and the first of
these is that which primarily attaches to the root ‘* modus,” * limit,” or
¢ measure,” from which modestia is derived.

It is time, however, that we should revert to the more immediate sub-
joct of our remarks: and we do so by derying that the new-fashioned ex-
pressions * Knights Templar,” &c. are justified either by Horace’s rule
of necessity, or by the general principles of Grammar. The word
* Templar” is a noun, and it is thus defined by the Penny Encyclopedia, as
cited by Worcester—** One of a religious military Order founded in the
beginning of the 12th century by nine French Knights, for the protection
of Pilgrims visiting the Holy Land, and afterwards having for its chief ob-
ject the protection of the Holy Sepulchre.” ¢ The Templars (continues
the same authority) took their name from the Temple at Jerusalem, near
which they were first housed. They increased rapidly in numbers and pow-
er,and, for more than one hundred and seventy years, formed the most
renowned Christian troops that fought against the Infidels in the East.
They extended over all Europe, although, after the expulsion of the Chris-
tians from Palestine in 1192, Cyprus became their principal seat. They
were finally broken up by Philip IV. of France and Pope Clement &th in
1312. They were called also Knights- Templars.”

We could give a long list of standard writers, by whom this original
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form of the name—*¢ Knights Templars”—is invaffably used ; but we
shall be content to cite only one or two more. Pope gives this definition
of the modern word Templar—* A student-at-law ; so called from an Inn
of Court, established in the Temple, a house in London, which anciently
belonged to the * Knights Templars.’” So also Addison and Burns,

" each of whom has writtena history of the * Knights Templars.” The.

members of the Order were all ** Templars,” though all were not
‘ Knights.” Some were esquires, others clerks, serving-brethren, &c.,
and were popularly called * Brethren of the Temple,” in contradistinc-
tion to those of their associates who had attained to the dignity of ** Knights.”

As, however, grammatical authorities may have more weight with some,
than the example and use of standard writers, it may be noted that Dr.
Bullion, whose philosophical grammar has been for some years a text-
book in the public schools of Boston, writes thus—‘* Man-servant changes
both, as men-servants. So also women-servants, Knights Templars, &c.,”
and Professor Kerl, in his ¢ Comprehensive Grammar of the English Lan-
guage,”” published last year in New York, gives precisely the same rule,
which had previously been enunciated by such high authorities as Dr. La-
tham, Dr. McCulloch, and Prof. Harrison. Mulligan, in his learned
work on the “ Grammatical Structure of the English Language,” pub-
lished in New York in 1852, lays down the same rule in the following
terms :—** When the principal word comes last, it of course takes the
plural modification.” And this would authorize a form of expression
which is in very common use, colloquilly at least, viz. ‘ Knight-Tem-
plars.” But, continues our authority—*¢ Sometimes doth words assume
the plural form ; but in such cases the words are scarcely to be reckoned
compounds, but rather nouns in apposition. We have examples in men-
servants, women-servants, Knights-Templars.” It would not do to say
women-servant, men-servant, or states-government, for state-governments.
Why then Knights-Templar? A rule in grammar, to be good for any-
thing, should be consistent,the conditions being equal.

We now turn to the expression * the Saints John,” which has of late
not unfrequently grated somewhat unpleasantly on our ears and eyes.
This comes under quite a different category, and, to our mind, must be
analyzed in a different way. Worcester defines * Saint” as a noun only.
From this view we dissent. It is a noun and it is an adjective, precisely
in the same way as- Christian is both noun and adjective, from usage ;
but originally both words were adjectives only, until a * Christian person™
was abbreviated into * a Christian,” and *“a Saint, or holy man,” into “ a
Saint ” When, however, we speak of St. Paul, St. John, &c.,we are not
using two nouns in apposition, but the former word is, to all intents and
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purposes, an adjectigg, being simply the literal translation of the Latin
‘¢ Sanctus Paulus,” * Sanctus Johannes,” &c., i. e. * Holy Paul,” ¢ Holy
John.” Now if, in the same way, we had to speak of more than one
* Holy Paul,” we must, in Latin, say * Sancti Pauli,” which can only be
translated correctly in English, by * Holy (or Saint) Pauls,” On this
ground alone we maintain the expression * the Saint Johns,” i. e. the
** Holy Johns,” to be the only correct one. But we could also justify it by
arguments which have been applied to other words in the first part of this
article, as, for example, by the rule given by Mulligan and other eminent
etymologists, that  when the principal word comes last it takes the plural
modification.” Resting our defence however of the old, and dislike of the
new form of expression, on the arguments adduced, we will take the op-
portunity of saying a word or two in behalf of another * old fashioned”
expression, any defence of which will probably aurpnze our new-school
friends.

« The Misses Jones,” *the Misses Smiths,” are now, we believe, the-
orthodox modes of defining a plural number of young ladies of those esti-
mable families, and we are aware that ingenious arguments have been
advanced in defence of them. But in our English language, long esta-
blished usage is allowed to be no mean authority, and this will be found—
previous to the last quarter of a century—to be altogether in favor of
*¢ the Miss Jones’s,” * the Miss Smiths.” As Professor Kerl isaccepted in
this country as a sound grammatical authority, we will cite his opinion
first, as follows :—*“ A term composed of a proper name preceded by a
title, is pluralized by annexing the plural termination to either the name
or the title, but not to both,”” and then he cites from Arnold’s Grammar,
¢ With respect to the ¢ Miss Thompsons” or the * Misses Thompson,” [
am decidedly for the ¢ Miss Thompsons.” 7T'he rule laid down by Prof.
Boyd in his * Elements of English Composition,” (N. York, 1860) is this—
“ Proper names, when used in the plural, as when two or more persons
of the same name are classed together, take the plural form, as * the
Browns,” ‘the Boyds,” with a title, ¢ the Mr. Browns,” ¢ the Miss
Boyds ;* but if the persons are to be individualized, the title only is plu-
ralized, as * the Misses Agnes and Elizabeth Boyd.” The fact is, * the
Misses Jones” is too stiff a mode of expression for conversation, and we
seldom hear it orally used even by those who strictly adhere to it®n wri-
ting : and, holding as we do, the usage of good society to have even more
authority in our mixed and modern English language, than it had ia that
of Rome, when Horace wrote the maxim

¢ Si volet usus,
Quem penes abitrium est et jus et norma loguendi,”
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[*“If usack shall so will it, under whose entire control is the decision and right,
and standard of language,”’]
we shall contentedly resign the stiff and starched * Misses Jones™ to
the attentions of the fine kid-gloved gentlemen of the modern school,
while we, with Arnold, will enjoy ourselves in the simple and more genial
society of the * Miss Thompsons,”—** decidedly for the Miss Thomp-
sons,” and still more decidedly for the * Knights Templars” and * St.
Johns »m

POWERS OF GRAND MASTERS.

We have been politely furnished with a neat pamphlet copy of an address
delivered before the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia, by the M. W.
Caanrvzs F. StansBuRy, after his installation as Grand Master, on the 27th De-
cember last. It is an address so sound and practical in its views and opinions,
that we ought perhaps in justice to its accomplished author, to transfer it entire
to our pages; but for this we oannot conveniently spare the room. And, be-
sides, there are some parts of it which should be generally read, and this is
rarely the case with “addresses,”’ when published in foll. We shall therefore,
in the present and succeeding Magazine, lay before our readers such extracts
from.it as we may think may be profitably read by them. And first—

THE POWERS OF THE GRAND MASTIR.

It is obviously proper that I should avail myself of the occasion to recar to
the ancient landmarks in search of light in reference to the powers, prerogatives,
and daties of my present position. I fear that we all too seldom go back to
these original fountains of Masonic knowledge, and too implicitly trust to the pu-
rity of the channels through which their waters, originally bright and clear, are
conveyed to us, darkened, it may be, by mjsconception and ignorance, or discol-
ored, perhaps, by prejudice or passion.

It is important that the limits of the authority of the Grand Master should
be distinctly defined, both to the Craft and to the Grand Master ; that he, on the
one side, may not overstep his authority, and that the Craft, on the other, may
not misconceive and encroach upon it. And, speaking Masonically, I have
little hesitation in saying that the latter encroachment is the greater of the two.
The ideas of political equality which predominate in this country, are in the high-
est degree aggressive. They penetrate all institations, and strike at almost all
distinctions, They have not left Masonry untouched ; and there is a prevailing
tendency to popularize our institution, and reduce the Lodge to the level of a
debating society, making it the creature of the whim of the hour. Now Mason-
ry, in my apprehension, is not a democratic Order in the correct sense of that
term : it is not an Order in which a majority directly rules or, in many matters,
can rule at all. On the contrary, it is an Order of immutable constitation, in
which aathority of the most unlimited character, is entrusted to certain officers,
and in which cheerful obedience to official commands is enjoined as a sacred
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duty. Our most ancient Grand Masters were kings, clothed in royal purple, and
invested with regal pomp and authority ; and our institution hgs come down 10
us through the hands of monarchists who have recognized the almost absolute
power of the Masters and Grand Masters of the Craft, in matters concerning the
Order. In England the Master’s seat is called *the throne,” and the character
and prerogatives of the office, as derived from the ancient landmarks, are scarce-
ly less thanregal. The office of Grand Master, in the first place, is part of the
original constitution of Masonry, and does not depend upon the Grand Lodge of
any particular jurisdiotion, althoygh the individual selected to fill the office is
chosen by such Grand Lodge. Its prerogatives, therefore, are part of the body
of Masonry, and, as such, are above and out of the reach of the constitution of any
Grand Lodge, which must be made to conform to them, and not they to it.
This is direcily affirmed in the 11th article of the charge which I have just re-
ceived. Among these prerogatives'are the right to preside over every assembly of
the Craft where he may be present ; the right to dispense with various laws and
usages of Masonry whenever, in his judgment, the good of the Order may require
it; the right to make Masons at sight, 1. e., without any preliminary period of
probation ; to make visitations at any time to Lodges in his jurisdiction, inspect
their work, and correct anything that he may find amiss; the right to open a
Lodge of emergency, to grant dispensations for forming new Lodges, and finally
the power to arrest the charter of a subordinate Lodge ;—and for the proper ex-
ercise of these high powers, he is responsible only to his own conscience and
the ballot box of the Grand Lodge.

The duties and powers of the Grand Master of this jurisdiction are laid down
in the 6th article of the Grand Lodge constitution, as follows :

Szc. 1. It is the duty of the M. W. Grarzd Master to preside at all Comnunica-
tions of the Grand Lodge, when present ; to preserve peace and harmony in the
Grand Lodge, and see that the laws of the Order are duly obeyed and the duties of
his officers faithfully performed. .

Szc. 2. The M. W. Grand Master is vested with power to_grant Dispensations
whenever he shall deem it expedient, for the formation of new Lodges ; such Dis-
pensations shall be under his hand and private seal, and shall be valid until the
next regular Communication of the Grand Lodge. He has also the power to grant
Dispensations for public processions, aud such other purposes as are authorized by
the Ancient Constitations.

8zc. 3. The M. W.Grand Master has full authority and right to be present and
preside in every Lodge, with the W. Master on his left hand, aud to order his
Wardens to attend him, or to command the Wardens of such Lodge to act as his
Wardens, protem. He has command of every officer of the Grand Lodge, and may
call on any or all of them at any time for advice or assistance, on any business von-
nected with the Craft.

Such, my Brethren, are the powers and duties of the office which you have
assigned to me. In dwelling upon them, I am influenced by no desire to play
the dictator, but merely to impress my own mind with a proper sense of the
heavy responsibilities that are upon me, and to inform those who may not have
considered the subject attentively, what their duties, as true Masons, are in this
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direction. The great extent of this authority is, in my judgment, one of the
causes of the permanence and harmony of our glorious and beloved institution.
It makes the Craft very careful, in the selection of the Grand Master, not to put,
this authority in hands likely to abuse it, and it makes the conscientious incum-
bent extremely solicitous to perform faithfully all his duties, without transcending
the bounds of his prerogative. The government moreover of a single will,
where that will is enlightened and benevolent, and seeks the same ends as are
desired by the governed, is always more steady, uniform, and conducive to peace
and harmony, than the uncertain and capricious government of the many. In
Masonry our objects are, or should be, all common and the same; and itisa
significant commentary upon the wisdom of its scheme of government, that sel-
dom, if ever, has it been necessary to resisi the acts of a Grand Master, of to
bring him to any other account, or place upon him any other check than that
which the frequent recurrence of the election period naturally impuees. In this
jurisdiction, it has hitherto been our good fortune to be governed by those who
have enjoyed, as they have merited, our eatire confidence. Such, I believe, is
the general experience in other jurisdictions, Whatever discords may reign
withons, here, gathered around the Masonic altar, we find an enduring peace.
The mandates of authority, conceived in benevolence, meet with a cheerful obe-
dience, and the only emaulation is who can beet agree, and who best work for
the advancement of our noble Order.

. ’

GEORGIA FEMALE MASONIC COLLEGE.

We find a very interesting notice of thie institution in the report of the com-
mittee of correspondence of the Grand Lodge of the District of Colambia, which
we take pleasure in transferring to our pages. The regret in the matter is, that
the present wicked war has probably materially lessened, if not entirely destroyed
its usefulness. Indeed, its principal income from the Lodges being cut off, we
do not see how it is to be sustained at all :—

“ A report from the Southern Female College accompanies the Grand Lodge
proceedings, which gives a very interesting statement in regard to the doings
and proeperity of that highly important institution. Bro. Richard Winfrey, late-
ly deceased, by his will has given this College $3,500, the interest of which is
1o maintain there forever one pupil. The lands purchased for its use, have all
been paid for, and no pains are spared by the Trustees and Faculty to make it
a first-class female college. The amount of charity bestowed annually in tuition
is some $1,600. Here the orphan female finds a home and friends and an edu-
cation. The number of pupils the past jear was 177 ; of these there were 25
gradoates. Of these graduates, the President of the college says:

 In the number, are included three scholars of this Grand Lodge, who are not
inferior to the very best of their classmates. It will, no doubt, be to you a source
of pride, to learn that the gruduates of your Institation are especially sought for
throughout the country as teachers, many of whom are now engaged in teaching
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in the best schools, academies-and colleges, with great credit to themselves, the
College, and this Grand Lodge. The influence thus exerted, together with the
wholesome policy of Economy, the distribution of Charity, and the prestige of
character conferred upon the Institution by the Fraternity, have already extended
the reputation of your College far beyond the limits of Georgia.”

Coanected with the Institution there is another department which we cannot
recommend too highly, and after which other female institutions in the United
States would do well to pattern. I refer 1o what is called the Domestic Depart-
ment—a department which was first established by the Grand Architect above,
and is as old as the universe, which unites physical with mental labor in the at-
tainment of a thorough education; which impresses this God-given truth upon
the mind of the pupil that labor is honorable. The President, in epeaking of this,
says:

“ According to the plan adopted, the pupils are taught by regular lessons, the art
of cutting, fitting, and making their apparel. A regular instructress js employed,
who devotes the whole of her time to instructing and assisting in making every spe-
cies of dress. We have been induced to organize this department, from what we
coneeive to be a pressing public demand, and so far as this new organization has
been understood, it has been universally approved and hailed with delight by the
most intelligent and wealthy citizens of our State, as the dawn of a new era in fe-
male education. It may be proper to remark in this connection, that this new fea-
ture is only an additional link towards the completion of the great design of tho-
rough female education, contemplated in the organization of this Institation.”

MASONIC LITERATURE.—CHARLATANISM.

IN speaking of the abuses practiced upon the Order by mountebanks and ped-
lers, and having denounced sundry species of empiricism, the commiltee say,
* there is more extensive quackery practiced upon the Fraternity, and which is
much more disgraceful in its character and injurious in its consequences, by
those who overrun the Order with their prospectuses, Masonic almanacs, alpha-
betical lists, and books of various kinds, which induce persons but partially ac-
quainted with us to believe that Masonic literature is utterly valueless.”

‘ We (the committee of the Grand Lodge of the District Colombia,) cordially
unite with the worthy Brother in denouncing those productions which seem to
have been gotten up not for"the purpose of instructing and benefiting the Craft,
but merely to put money in the pocket of some speculating Mason who, under
the prestige of Brethren of rank, and with attractive titles to their books, have
scattered them broad-cast over the country. And what is worse still, agents have
been employed by these Masonic stock-jobbers, who come to us under the guise
of charity, and by appeals to this cardinal priaciple of the Order, are enabled to
effect large sales of their worthless productions. We have had a surfeit of these
in this jurisdiction, but we are gratified to know that more recently the valuable
standard publications of the Order have, 10 some extent, taken ihe place of this
Masonic literary trash,”
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WHAT ARE THE WAGES OF A MASON?

Bro. 8. W, why are you stationed in the West ?
® ® ®& % Topay the Craft their wages, * & * »

Waar a familiar sound these words have to our ears, and how often we hear
them recited at the opening and closing of the Lodge, without appreciating their
deep and earnest meaning ; and yet, we all fesl that no falsehood or deceit should
dwell amidst that sacred band or society of Craftsmen, where Truth sits enthron-
ed, and where, devoted to her service, we labor unceasingly at the building of
her Temple. We must then believe that the true and faithful workmaa in this
temple, will surely and calmly receive his wages, and that he who receives them
not, may rest assured that he has not labored as a true Craftsman, that he is not
eatitled to his wages. True, we are not induced to labor in this temple of hu
manity by any meaial or mercenary motive, nor by the hope of fee or reward,
but yet, the Craftsman, who, asking for no reward, waits patiently and submis-
sively, shall receive those wages which have been promised him, and when he
has received them, he will not disdain them, but hold fast to them forever.
When his day’s work is finished, and he has been found worlby of his hire, his
beart will rejoite in the reception of his wages, for his conscience will tell him
that he has well gnd faithfully earned them. And what, then, are these wages
which we seek not, but which have been so solemnly promised, and which are
so precious and imperishable to him who receives them ?

The human soul is so constitated, that in all our actions, when undertaken with
due consciousness and deliberation, we look forward to some certain aim or ob-
ject, appearing to float before our eyes in the dim vista of futurity, to the attain-
ment of which our exertions are directed, and the final accomplishment of which
establishes in a preater or lees degree our joy or satisfaction. This earnest en-
deavor to attain the aim or object in view,—this ardeat desire to accomplish it,—
is implanted in our hearis by the hand of the Almighty Architect of the Universe.
Tt follows, therefore, that the actions of men, of beings endowed with reason,
should pever be without some certain aim, otherwise they sink to the level of the
brute creation, actuated by the promptings of their instinct alone.

Every man, it matters not how rude or humble, seeks by means of his pecu-
liar occupation or trade, to secure his existence, and to provide for himself the
utmost possible enjoyment of his possessions during the term of his earthly life,
and though pregnant fate may sirew his path with thorns, yet still he looks for-
ward hopefully to the object in view, struggling on with his strength and courage,
until finally Death receives him within her arms of mercy, and bears him hence
to that bourne where he receives his last earned wages—wages far more valua-
ble than any his earthly labors could ever hope to obtain.

By the wages of a Mason, however, we do not now intend to allude to this
* eminent reward, which, in the world to come, shall be the portion of each faith-
fal Craftsman, but we refer to those wages alone which we are to receive here
on earth, as has been promised us within the Lodge.

The workman, whose daily labor suffices merely for his necessities, and pro-
vides bim with shelter, food and raiment, rejoices when the weary toil of the sul-
try day is over, when the evening hour draws near, bringing with it aweet repose
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and refreshing slumbers. 8o, likewise, does the Mason who commences his
task with toil and trouble, and who cannot complete ‘it without encountering
many obstacles and impediments. He looks forward earnestly to the reward of
his labors, to that reward so solemnly promised him when he became a Crafts-
man in our mysterious Brotherhood. Ay, Brethren !—each true and faithful
Crafisman shall receive his wages—a sweet reward—and happy the Brother, who,
from his first entrance within the sanctuary, is penetrated with this ardent desire
of a future reward, and with a firm and steady purpose proceeds on his way, and
performs his allotted task as a man and Mason, with never-failing courage and de-
termination.

Some of the members of our ancient Fraternity are satisfied with the pleasures
of friendship, of sociability, and the convivial circle, and this is the highest aim
of their desires ; imagining that in these pleasures they have found the reward
. of their labors, Baut this is an error, for these pleasures@re open to each Brother
at the very commencement of his Masonic career, while the true wages of a
faithful Mason are only to be acquired by patient toil and industry. Many
Brethren, alas! in idle inactivity, enjoy these pleasures without desiring any
higher or more lasting reward.

Sincere friegdship, and the enjoyment of convivial pleasares, are certainly
beautiful flowers in the pathway of human life; beautiful flowers in the path of
Masonry. It will well repay us to foster and tend them with care and zeal ; and
happy indeed is the Brother who finds these flowers blooming about him, and
having found them, knows how to preserve and apply them to a proper use.
But these ate but flowers planted by the wayside, to gladden the heart of the
tired wanderer through life’s pilgrimage ; to give relief to his eyes, dimned by
their steady look into the distance of futurity—flowers blooming there to refresh
him with their fragrance, when, borne down by the weight of his toilsome travel,
he sinks exhausted upon the earth,

It is assuredly a beautiful characteristic of our Institution, that we are united
in the bonds of fellowship with so many of the good and true, who might other-
wise have remained at a perpetnal distance ; that we there meet together npon
the level of equality, in a cheerful, unconetrained circle, ignoring the shackles
of a burthensome ceremonial. It is fortunate, indeed, that within the hallowed
precincts of the Lodge, each Brother’s heart may be lovingly opened to his
Brother, finding rest and recreation after the toil of his daily work is over, and
comfort and consolation in his hour of grief and sorrow,

Bat it never was intended that this should be the main end aod object of our
Masonic life,—the wages of our Masonic labor,—for all these we can attain with-
out work or labor. These flowers bloom along the borders of our Masonic path,
only to give us strength while journeying on our toilsome way, that we may rest
among them from our daily labors ; and why should we not gladly plack them
when they bloom so fragrantly beside us? Why should we not enjoy them when
a good hand so freely offers them ? !

But the hours spent within the circle of friendly intercourse, the pleasures of
social conviviality, are transitory and evanescent, and like all earthly joys, of but
a brief duration. The wages promised to the faithful Mason, who has accom-
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plished his well earned tack, must bea higher and more enduring reward. And
what then are these wages which shall be our reward ?

The true Craftsman finds them in the depth of his own heart. They are mir-
rored in the cheerful glance of his sparkling eye. The wages of a Mason is
that inward joy of the soul, produced by his owa conscience, of having well and
truly labored with unwearied exertion, in the performance of the duties which
he owes to his God, to his family, 1o his Brethren, ay, to the whole of mankind ;
and of having so lived here on earth, that at some future day, the Eternal Master
of the Universe may call him from his earthly labors to everlasting refreshment
in the Grand Lodge above.

Our wages are that heaveanly rest and repose of the soul, whose wisdom and
strength still the stormy passions of our breasts, and overcome the perpetual
tortares of the stings of conscience. It is the beautiful daughter of Virtue, calmly
resigning herself to the dispensation of  fate, never deviating from the once trod-
den path of virtue, neither led away by the brief and transient intoxication of
pleasure, nor by the fear of the thorns which grow along the rough and rugged
path of life. No man can judge us worthy or unworthy of these wages, nor can
man give us this reward, It is the natural result of our labors, of our trne Ma-
sonic work, and perisheth not, when once fairly earned. This jnward joy and
heavenly rest of the soul, is therefore the reward that we, as Masons, may aspire
to, and receive ; not without exertion on our part, it is true, but which we will
receive and keep forever, durable and imperishable, until finally we enter into
that land of eternal bliss and peace, where the measure of our virtues, the num-
berof our accomplished duties, our respecnvo worth and our final wages, will
be determined forever.

In virtue alone lies concealed the germ of all tranquility of mind on earth,
and of future joy in the world above. Virtue alone can still the angry tempest
of our hearts, and with a steady hand guide the helm through life’s stormy sea.
These are the priceless wages which Masonry offers us, and which she aids us to
obtain by the might of her truth and wisdom. It is not necessary that we should
study deeply in order to find this truth and wisdom ; let us but cultivate our own
hearts, and wage perpetual warfare against the enemies of our manly dignity
and honor, and we will assuredly succeed. The struggle may be severe, but let
us remember that our wages are great and imperishable. They will procure us
here the purest earthly happiness, and at the final day decide the destiny of our
fatore life. May this reward be eternal happiness for each Brother of our mystic
circle, and may each, when his last hour draws nigh, exclaim, ‘ We have found
a priceless reward, Oh ! Masqory ! within thy sacred halls !”

But this reward also creates for us another pleasure still ; one, which without
it, we could not feel. The true worker in the temple of Humanity, who labors
for the welfare of his Brethren and of mankind in general, finds his reward not
only in his own heart, but also within the circle of his Brethren ; in the regard
and respect of the good and true; in the unfeigned love and affection which sur-
round him, and in the gratitude which binds his Brethren to him. Whatis
there, in this life, that binds man tp his brother man with stronger bonds than a
chaia of feeling, the links of which are mutual respeot, love and gratitude?
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United by a chain like this, the hearts of the Brethren fuse together, and the
pleasure and happiness emanating from this inward fusion can only be consider-
ed as an augmentation of wages, of those wages which are promised to the faith- -
ful builders of the spiritual temple of Masonry.

Let us then not deem these wages as small or insignificant, but strive to deserve
them with all the energy of our minds, and they will be exalted far above any
earthly reward ; let us strive to bocomo more and more wortby ef them, for they
inorease onr happiness in the fraternal circle and give us a foretaste of still
higher bliss.

Then let us again to work ; with renewed vigor construct the building entrust-
ed to our care ; encourage and aid one another in carrying out our Masonio du-
ties ; and then, when the work is finished, no one will go away empty or diseat-
isfied, but all will receive their promised wages, in the regard, love and gratitude
of our Brethren and in that inward satistaction and imperishable happmeu, ‘

% Which nothing earthly gives or can destroy,

The soul's calm sunshine and the heartfelt joy.” wgn

.
STROLLS AMONG THE WORKMEN.
NO.13.
DESECRATION OF THE S8QUARE.

Dear Bro. Moorz—I have often observed with curious interest how readily
those who obtain an insight into our mysteries, nestle into the open-hearted sin-
cerity which greets them in their progress hitherward. They soon perceive and
feel satisfied of its reality and enjoy its advantages, as they are daily unfolded,
and which become obvious and comprehensive, as step by step they tread the
sacred apartmeuts of the Temple. And I have as many times wondered with
. what facility their feelings seem to assimilate the spirit of candor and plain deal-
ing which are to distinguish them as Masons. They cannot anticipate their pro-
gress hitherward, consequently they can have no predetermined will in the
matter ; nor is thereany evidence of a studied affectation; and yet it seems to
require no effort from them, to participate fully in the benevolent design of the
Institution. The honesty of purpose which they are tanght, through the instra-
mentality of the Square, to practice ; the pure enobling principles of philanthropy
which give strength and permanency to Freemasonry ; the active and indestruct-
ible elements of Divine love, which they discover, forming the basis of a frater-
nal and confiding spirit,—all combine to strike a chord withia them, hitherto
deadened by disuse, but now recovering its elasticity, vibrates in unison with
these living principles.- The discovery, within the human heart, of such strong
affinities for the principles of morality and virtue, is the more remarkable from
the fact, that it seems to be in conflict-with the teachings of the Great Light in
Masonry, wherein we learn our natural depravity, viz. that # the heart is deceitful
above all things and desperately wicked,” and ¢ when we would do well, evil is
present with us.” Ou the contrary, we find, in innumerable instances, really a
strong desire to perform the beneficent purposes of Freemasoary, that of being ser-
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viceable to their fellow oreatures; or at any rate—judging from the ready and easy
manner in which many, who come in among us, throw off their feelings of appre-
hension and distrust and seem anxious to find a congenial spirit to whom they
may unbosom their smothered and pent up feelings,—that the latent emotions of
the bosom seck rather a moral and pious atmosphere, where holy thought finds
its freedom, and a pure confiding heart a well protected Asylum. Nor is our as-
tonishment less upon perceiving the rapidity of the transition from mental reserve
to that of frankness. They glide as placidly as rapidly, from stranger, acquaint.
ance, or friend, to that of Brother; and with delight awaken to the realization of
those moral affinities which knit heart, mind and soul to their fellows. Endeavor-
ing to divest themselves of embarrassing doubts, and bewildered by the novelty of
their new character as Masons, they can scarcely realize the truth, that they are
now sacredly associatgd with those to whom they may implicitly confide their
honor and entrust their secret motives, and rest satisfied they neither will be
sacrificed ot abused. I am happy in believing that these assurances are really
guaraateed by the principles of Freemasonry; and more than these could be
enjoyed were they not sometimes disregarded by the unfortunate, and in many
instances shamefully abused by the base designs of others more guilty. But
whether the result of our observations should or shonld not presant any degree
of modification to the well established laws of our moral natare, the inflexible
realities of truth force us to acceed to facts of opposite tendencies, which almost
daily present themselves. Very many of those who come in among us with
cold indifference, made tigid probably, by a constant friction with the wicked and
deceitful, have their fears excited least the virtues which adorn the Temple of
Freemasonry, but shadow the sterile ground of selfishness. How grateful the
relief upon discovering, nestling here, the germ of true benevolence with the
promised fruits of fraternal love !

The honest, hearty and unsophisticated reliance which legitimately attachestoa
Master Mason's pledge of honor, should never be destroyed or impaired by ne-
glect or abuse. I have intimated that already, its fastidious sensibilities have
lost their acuteness and delicate tone, and cannot now-a-days be wholly relied up-
on. The black sheep we have among us mingle and eagerly sport with the most
beautiful of the flock, marring the beauty of the whole. They may properly be
compared with ‘tares that have grown up among the wheat,” and caunot safely
be removed. It is, doubtless, to these foreign and destructive seeds that may be
attributed the obstructions which the benevolent mission of Freemasonry sustains,
its purity obscured and its virtues abused. It is lamentable, nay more, it is pain-
fal, to witness the unscrupulous and reckless manner in which the sacred pledge
of the Square is given for sordid pelf and gain. True it is given in some instan.
ces under most trying circumstances; driven by desperation, the party may
yield to the temptation and use it to save his business or family from rnin. Others,
less worthy, finding it an effective medium for success, designedly use it to
wrong or defraud. But be the object or motive what it may, the simple fact of
abusing the solemn import of the emblem, has produced a ripple upon the broad
placid surface of fraternal confidence and integrity which threaten a wave still
more ungovernable and destructive. It has already prodaced a restless watch-
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falness, a timorous pradence, which naturally weakens the confiding spirit lmh-
erto enjoyed by the Craft.

After all, it must be conceded that the Brethren, generally, are more or less at
fault for the careless use of their Masonic word, given, as it is often done, upon
trivial oocasions ; neither are the Lodges entirely blameless for the loose man-
ner the rod of disgipline is held over those who wontonly praoctice, with the
Square, a deception upon the unweary and confiding. How very common is it
for Masons, with this expressive Symbol, to emphasise their common-place as-
severations? Indeed to give assurances * upon the Square,”’ has become a by-

- word even among the profane. Of course they are ignorant of its full Masonic
bearings, but Masons understand its symbolio significance, and hence are inexcus-
able for its abuse; they know that its emblematical use is to impress upon the
heart the principles of morality, virtue and honor ; to pledge these then, which im-
part to man all that is noble and which elevates lhe Mason high above the com-
mon level of our fallen nature, for the purpose of practising a frand upon a Brother,
or over-reaching a friend, is one of the worst of orimes. And yet instances are
not rare in which parties have openly and freely sacrificed these principles, in
furthering their mercenary purposes; and the Craft have suffered these criminal
transactions to transpire, with impunity, unmedmely under the “droppings of
the Sanctoary.” I may be unnecessarily sensitive in regard to this matter; it
may not have so pernicious an influence as my fears create ; still I confess to a

. strong repugnance to the use of Freemasony ia any manner whatever, for selfish

pecuniary purposes ; particularly when the transaction itself has no other quali-
fications,
Yours, in fraternal love, D.

GRAND LODGE OF PENNSYLVANIA.

Wk have before us a copy of the Proceedings of, this old and conservative
Grand Lodge, had at its annual communication in Philadelphia, on the 27th Dec.
last. The opening address of the Grand Master is a short but interesting paper,
and represents the financial affairs of the Grand Lodge as being in a very flour-
ishing condition. The debt of the Grand Lodge is stated at $73,000, The
Grand Charity Fund amounts to about $36,000, and the Girard Request to
$40,000. The value of the real estate and personal property is not given, bat it
must be very considerable. We give the following brief extract from the ad-
dress :—

I deem it only necessary on this ocoasion to advert in a general way, to some
matters of interest; not only to the Craft in this jurisdietion, but to Masonry
throughout the United States ; and without being desirous of meddling with mat-
ters which may not be strictly regarded as such, I cannot refrain from a mere
pussing notice of our present national affairs. Perhapes silence at this critical mo-
ment, would be the most prudent course. If I allude to the troubles that now
distract and divide this once united and happy country, I do it in a Masonic
spirit, though alas, I fear that Masonsy is powerless to still the whirlwind or allay
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the storm that now hovers ser us. Yet, if Masonry is poweress to heal and
unite this bleeding and distracted nation, it is also at the same time powerful to
relieve, commiserate with, and succor individual Brethren on either side, en-
gaged in this fratricidal strife.

In war, as well as in peace, the Masonic duty, and the Masonic privilege, are
alike binding and reciprocal. By the ancient conatitutions ot Masonry, a Brother,
even when engaged in rebellion against his country, is still to be considered as
a Mason ; his character as such being indefeasible. Then whenever opportunity
offers, let us show ourselves true to our teachings, by mitigating the sufferings
and alleviating the distresses that follow in war’s dread train, for such.is the mis-
sion of Masonry. -

THE REPRESENTATIVE SYSTEM.

THax commntittee on correspondence of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, speaks
of the  representative system,” so called, in the following terms :—

We take leave, most respectfully, to suggest, that a system of permanent
Grand Representation between any of the Right Worshipful Grand Lodges of the
United States and the various Right Worshipful Grand Lodges of Europe, may
be of doubtful propriety. Of this system itself we are by no means an advocate.
Representation of one Grand Lodge to another, in special cases and for par-
ticular purposes, is no doubt Masonic and beneficial. Then the object to be
attained is spacial. The duty circumscribed. The responsibility fixed. The
action of the Craft in either jurisdiction, on the results reported, direct, and it may
be either remedial, approbatory, or condemnatory. In such cases we believe
good - may be produced. But a representation without object or purpose, only
to co-relale jurisdictions, to mark Masonic respeoct, to indicate friendly relations
between Grand Lodges, is not essential to Masonic interests, to say.the least
of it. These remarks apply as between Grand Lodges of the United States and
those of Europe. When we consider the difference, the vast difference between
the organization, the polity, the regulations, the existence or permission to exist,
the circumstances and surroundings of the Grand Lodges of Europe, as contra-
distinguished from those of the United States—we gravely doubt if the system
be adopted by our sister Grand Lodges of the United States, of representation to
and from Grand Lodges in Europe, is not a subject for serious consideration
by the Masonic Brotherhood. We remark, that of the system only we speak.
Over and over again have we, on behalf of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania,
denied that any right exists in any sister Grand Lodge to interfere with the do-
mestic concerns of a Grand Lodge. We do not now touch on this forbidden sub-
ject. We confine ourselves within the rule, which we insist shall govern all
Grand Lodges, not to meddle with the individual business of sovereign Grand
Lodges. The system to which we now call attention is a question of general
concernment to the Craft in the United States.

There is probably one or two Right Worshipful Grand Lodges in the United
States which accredit and receive grand representalives from, and to, Right
Worshipful Grand Lodges on the continent of Europe. So far as this action of
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theirs can be made a Masonic precedent for the C81t in the United States, it may
be said to be so considered. Our sister Grand Lodges have acted on their own
judgment, in the premises, and their action, in its influence on Masonry general-
ly in the United States, is a just and proper subject for consideration, by those
who may not be eatisfied the system is the best, especially as it indirectly aflects
those interests which are the common charge of the Craft.

The question of  Colored Lodges;” the exercise cf the claimed right, by
European Grand Lodges, to grant charters to Subordinate Lodges within the
jurisdiction of Grand Lodges in the United States; and the intermixed relations
between foreign Grand Lodges and those of the United States on our boundary
line, which divides these nations, are becoming of serious import.

As to the first two subjects of the above enumeration, the Grand Lodge of
Pennsylvania has spoken too plainly and decidedly to be misunderstood. She
has an interest in both questions, because they each concern the sovereign rights,
dignity, and stability of all Masonic supreme jurisdictions.

If these, and like important interests, are to be Jeft to the action of grand re-
presentatives, between Grand Lodges who are parties to a dispute in which these
interests are involved, then the principles which underlie them are involved also
in the controversy. The principles are common to the whole Craft. The Craft
has a positive, a major right, to see the principles maintained, over the minor con-
sequence of the settlement of a controversy between the parties to it

If, we say, these questions, and their important relations to every Grand Lodge
in the United States, are to be solely intrusted to a Grand Lodge representative,
the Craft should most respectfully inquire if such an agent is fully equal to the
task. In a like spirit, nfay we not suggest, that as all the Grand Lodges are in-
volved indirectly, they should be permitted to indicate the character and quali-
fications of such an agent. Not fo dictate who he should be, but rather to describe
what he ought to be. To illustrate our views, we remark, that such a Grand
Lodge representative should have served well and faithfully in all stations in a
Subordinate Lodge of the United States Grand Lodge which accredits him. His
Masonic knowledge and learning, legislative experience, discretion, and judg-
ment, should have been gained by long service in a United States Grand Lodge.
He should be thoroughly imbued with the principles on which our National and
Masonic government rests. He should be well informed as to the policy and
interests of the Masonic Brotherhood of the Grand Lodges of all the States in the
Union. He should be keenly alive to the sensitiveness which marks the Craft
in the United States, when any unmasonic effort is made to interfere with the
rights, privileges, dignity, integrity, stability, or harmony of any Grand Lodge
jurisdiction. He should be the representative of all and each of these inherent
Masonio attributes of the Craft in the United States, as well as the chosen de-
legate from any particular Grand Lodge. .

It seems to us, that these are the admitted, most necessary qulifications for
such a responsible position as a Right Worshipful Grand Lodge Representative,
from a United States Graad Lodge, to one in any other nation. We believe this
Masonic opinion will be unanimous. It is not 10 be understood, nor can it be
construed to mean, by these remarks, that we criticise any Grand Representa-,
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tive now holding such appointment. Let it be clearly stated that we do not
koow any such Brother. Have no Masonic or other information in regard to any
such. All we remark is impersonal as to any delegate or representative. The
syslem, as we notice i, is faulty, because of its constituting such representatives
as a permanent appointment. Being thus liable to objection, it becomes the more
s0 if such representative does not come up to the standard suggested. A de-
gree of qualification which, we respecifally submit, every Grand Lodge in the
United States will agree is to be sought, in the selection and commission of so
important a Masounic officer.

MASONRY THE RECEIVER AND REFLECTOR
’ OF HONOR.

TRE relations of Masonry in all its bearings to the interests and opera-
tions of the public and social life with which it is now brought into such
constant contact, and over which, as we have recently endeavored to show,
itis calculated, in this country at least, to exercise a very powerful and
very beneficial influence, demand, now more than ever, the earnest and
watchful attention of every true Brother of the Order, and, we do not
besitate to add, of every true Patriot. The articles in which we have re-
cently striven to demonstrate the elevated dignity and duty of the path
laid open by Providence for the beneficent and healing operation of Ma-
sonry at the present eventful crisis, have not been dictated or prompted by
any exaggerated or vain glorious feeling—by any undue desire of * mag-
nifying the office” of our Order. The Brethren, who know us best, will
be the least likely to attribute to us tendencies of that character. While
thoroughly devoted to the cause and interests of Freemasonry, which every
year’s experience has tended more fully and firmly to identify to our mind
with that of everything gentle and good and great in the fabric and system
of human society, we have ever felt it to be our duty to keep that de-
votion in strict subjection to the paramount principles of Truth and Com-
mon Sense. Hence we have always been most careful not to put forward
any assertion of facts as a basis of argument, until we-had thoroughly ex-
amined those facts, not merely in their general bearing, but in all their
particulars and-collateral circumstances. And this we consider to be the
bounden duty of ‘every one who ventures to assume the office of a public
journalist, and especially so, when that office is held in connection with the
organ of a great Society, whose leading objects are the cultivation and
maintenance of Crariry, VirTUE, and Trura. We were more than or-
diparily observant of this care, when recently investigating the exact po-

31 - :
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sition to which Masonry has now attained, more particularly in these
States, and the amount of influence which it may not only be expected to
exercise, but which, to our thinking, it is bound by its every vow and prin-
ciple to bring to bear upon the healing and effacing of the wound which
this direful Civil War will have left fretting and festering in the Body Pol-
itic and Social of America. What we stated in the articles referred to
was the result of a close and calm investigation of facts, and, as we be-
lieve, of a fair and impartial deduction of inferences from those facts. To
avoid all needlessly lengthy repetitions, we once more, briefly and em-
phatically, express it as our belief, that Masonry, founded as it is on the
most charitable and beneficent principles, standing strictly nloof from all
party, political or sectarian jealousies, possessing too its present extended
and powerful organization, and ranking among its Brethren hundreds, we
might say thousands, of the most patriotic, most virtuous and most influ-
ential men in our country, can exercise, and is bound to exercise, a’ calm-
ing, healing and reconciling influence over the troubled spirit of the peo-
ple, that no other body or organization could possibly exercise to the same
extent at the present time.

Being deeply persuaded of the truth of this assertion, and no less deeply
anxious to see this influence brought to bear as fully, promptly, and uni-
versally as possible, it will not excite any surprise, that our thoughts
should be turned very frequently and anxiously to all the more important
points of contact—as we may rightly name them—between Masonry re-
garded internally, and public and social life in its external relations to it.
Whatever more particularly may tend to bring into more intimate com-
munion and affectionate co-operation the practical development of those
external principles of BENEvoLENCE, TruTH and VirTug, upon which all
that is really great and good, whether in the World’s life without, or the
Masonic life within, must now and ever rest, is surely well deserving of
our earnest consideration. One of the most effective means of securing
this desirable result will be found, we believe, in the exercise of a more
broad and generous spirit in awarding what we may term the * Higher
Horors” of Masonry, than has hitherto been generally exhibited by our
Brotherhood. Let us not be misunderstood as making the last remark
with any reproachful or invidious feeling. So far from this, we feel
pleasure in acknowledging that even the last ten years have seen a very
favorable change in most of these States, as regards the increase of that
liberal spirit, which, under certain restrictions, we have always advocated.
But these are no ordinary times. On the contrary, what age of the his-
tory of Masonry, or of America, or of the World at large, ever witnessed
such stirring and startling events, as are becoming familiar occurrences of

-
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daily life to us? It has been said, we are rapidly &Hving history. It
mightsbe more correctly asserted—so lightning-like is the rapid succession
of marvellous events—that we are telegraphing it! And Masonry must
adapt itself to this speed-spirit of the age, so far at least as not to be left
lagging, useless and helpless, in the rear, though equally careful against be-
ing led forward too thoughtlessly and impetuously. In this, as in other
things, we can adopt for our guidance no wiser or better rule than the gol-
den one of the Roman poet, Horace—
¢ In medio tutissimus ibis.” =
“In the middle path you will go most safely.”
To.which we may add another passage of the same writer, that seems pe-
culiarly suitable to what we have just set down as warning against exces-
sive haste on the one hand, or undue tardiness on the other. Horace con.
cludes one of his most beautiful epistles, in which he has been urging
Lollius to join with him in the pursuit of wisdom and virtue, with these
words—
 Quod si cessas, aut stenuus anteis,
Nec tardum apperior, nec preecedenlibus insto.”
** But if you lag (too lazily) behind, or press too impetuously forward, I
neither wait for the sluggish, nor press too closely upon those in advance
of me.” A wise hint, and let us say’'in passing, there are probably few
ancient or modern authors, in whose works will be found a richer store of
life’s practical philosophy, than in those of this poet.

The * golden fnean™ so happily indicated in the first passage from Hor-
ace, is, above all others, * the path of safety.” In all societies and com-
munities, endowed with any vital energy, there will be found two extreme
parties, the one representing reform and progress, the other the conserva-
tive element. Itis thus in politics, in religion, and, as we have said, in all
associations of men that are not s(ugnant, inert, lifeless. " And so it is,
and has been, in our Brotherhood, both in regard to the matter more im-
mediately under discussion just now, and to others; and well for us all,
well for the cause of Masonry, that it isso! Itis a sure sign of the de-
moralization and decay of any cause or society, if its members do not
feel sufficient interest in its principles to differ, and that sharply too, some-
times, from each other’s views.

In reference to the awarding of the ¢ Higher Honors” of Masonry,
such as the office of Grand Master, one party, in this if not in other States,
has strenuously endeavored to exclude from such offices and honors, all
who had not won for themselves a elaim to the title of ¢ bright Mason,”
by their proficiency in the ritual duties of the Lodge. This party may
be taken as representing one extreme, while the other is held by those
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who, in their eagerness to do homor to illustrious individuals, and perhaps
to borrow for Masonry something of the reflected light of their fame, have
been too regardless of some of the fundamental principles of our Institu-
tion, which certainly is not propagandist in its nature—is not, in fact, and
cannot be, a seeker of proselytes ; and still less can condescend to seek
to shine in any borrowed or reflected light. Here again ¢ the middle path
will be the way of safety.” The title of ¢ bright Mason” indicates a
living fact, the evidence of work well done, and of earnestness therefore
in the cultivation of Masonic skill and knowledge, which should never be
lightly or depreciatingly regarded. Other things being equal, in all cases
of appointment to high office, the possession of that claim should turn the
scale of the election. But, on the other hand, were no other qualifications
ever to be taken into consideration, or all excluded who were deficient in
that one special claim, it is evident that the cause of Masonry would suffer
irreparable damage by the shutting out from its higher honors and offices,
many Brethren whose virtues, wisdom, social position, and other distinc-
tions not only commend them powerfully to the consideration of their
Brother Masons, but to that of the world generally. It would be easy to
individualize many such men, whose general qualifications as men and
Masons, are such as would emineatly fit them for discharging with dignity
to themselves, and with benefit to the Brotherood, the duties of the high-
est offices of the Grand Lodge ; but yet whose pursuits and life have been
such as to render it almost impossible for them to become, in the strict
technical sense, ‘‘ bright Masons.” Nor let it be supposed that we are at
all forgetful of the * common level” of Masonry, when we speak of the
distinctions of society and of public life, as justly holding a certain place
among the qualifications of candidates for our higher honors. That
equality among Brethren, which Masonry lays down as a fundamental
principle, is ngt in the remotest degree opposed to those differences of
talent, learning, strength, and other mental and physical qualifications,
which form the most striking characteristic of the whole moral and mate-
rial Universe.

All worldly distinctions, of any real worth, are, in themselves, the evi-
dences of good conduct, and good work well done. Mistakes may some-
times occur, but, as a general rule, that voice of public opinion, which
honors and elevates one man for his wisdom and learning, another for his
patriotism, another for his political ability and sagacity, and a fourth for
his eminent executive talents, is not far wrong: and when we find men
thus honored by public respect and reputation, quietly and unostentatiously
relieving these more brilliant jewels of public life, by the simple but not
less graceful setting of the calm, conscientious performance of all the
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duties of the Masonic private life, we shall do well to remember the coin-
cidence, when we are awarding the higher honors of Masonry. Such
men as these, who, on the various fields of public life have won the honor
and respect of their country, are living recommendations of Masonry,and
by elevating them when deemed worthy in all points, to the highest offices
at our disposal, we exactly sirike, and that most happily, one of those
points of contact where union and co-operation may so beneficially take
place between Masonry and the outside world. It occurs to us as a very
remarkable coincidence—and one from which some important inferences
may very naturally be drawn—that a large proportion of the Generals
and other public men, who, since the breaking out of this Rebellion, have
performed the most solid, unselfish services in behalf of their suffering
country, igooring, or setting their foot on party and sectarian distinctions
of an earlier date, are men well known to the Brotherhood as earnest,
conscientious Masons. We cannot pause to discuss the various inferences
legitimately to be drawn from this fact—for a fact substantial, real and
living it is—but this one is too obvious to be passed over. When the fever
of rebellion is checked, as it soon will be; when we shall be joining with
our Brethren and fellow-countrymen in thanksgiving for the restoration of
peace and its attendant blessings to our land ; shall we forget the claims
which these our illustrious Brethren have upon us, when, in the several
States of the Un1on, rescued or restored by them, the time arrives for the
distribution of the Higher Honors of Masoury by the Grand Lodges?
Assuredly not, unless common gratitude shall suddenly have left us as
well as common sense ! MasoNRY must never become—will never be-
come—an instrumentality for political intrigue, or for pampering the van-
ity of party politicians ; but PATRIoTISM ranks at the head of the virtues,
which she binds herself ever to cultivate and cherish ; and putting aside
as they have done, all thoughts of sectional and sectarian difference, she
will be found among the first to pay public honor to the Patriots, to whom
America, Maokind, the Cause of Human Liberty, will owe so deep a
debt of gratitude : and, with these at its head, the Masonic Army of
Charity will march forward on its glorious career of duty, healing the
wounds, alleviating the suffering, calming the passions, and conciliating
the enmities which must still survive—a direful heritage—the termination
of the Struggle of the Sword !
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Amoxg the many noble works of charity and beneficence by which the society
of Freemasons have carried into practice the maxims of their Order, the Masonic
Female Orphan School, in Burlington-place, Dublin, may justly be regarded as
a striking illustration. Interesting, however, as it must in a special degree ap-
pear to members of the Masonic body, it furnishes a less direct but not less use-
ful lesson to the casual observer, as a training institution in which the soundest
dictates of reason and common sense are carried out, a complete education, phys-
ical, moral, and intellectual, afforded, and a high cultivation both of the intellect
and of the imagination shown to be not incompatible with a thorough training in
the less shining but more useful homely duties of life. It is now some fifteen
years since the governors of the Masonic Female Orphan School, which had pre-
viously been in existence upon a smaller scale, obtained a grant from the late
Lord Herbert of a site in Burlington-place, on which the present establishment
was bailt by donations principally derived from members