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INTRODUCTION TO VOL. XII.

WE to-day present to our readers the first number of the TwWELFTH
volume of this Magazine. Eleven years ago the work was first ushered
into being. It is now the oldest Masonic periodical in this country, and
has maintained a longer continuous existence than any which has pre-
ceded it. Of its merits we have nothing now to say. They can be more
impartially, and perhaps more correctly, appreciated by others. It is.
enough to remark in this connection, that in the past its future char-
acter is to be learned. = We have no changes to propose—no apolo-
gies to make, no pledges to give. Our aim is to advance the interest,
* by illustrating the principles, the laws and usages, of our Institution,—
. by diffusing among its members a more general knowledge of its opera-
tions, requirements, and purposes. In the pursuit of this object our duty
is plain, our course certain.

The conductor of every public journal aims to enlighjen the under-
standing and satisfy the reasonable demands of his readers. If he does
less than this, he fails in his duty. If he attempts more, he will fail in
his endeavors. The minds of men are differently constituted. The facul-
ties are developed by different operations, and are trained to examine
objects through different media. No man in his physical organization is
the exact counterpart of his fellow, and no one mind is the exact coun-
terpart of ‘another. Minds are made to differ ; and it is often only through
this difference that TruTH is developed.- It would therefore be a remarkable
result, and one not to be sought, if in the discharge of our varied editorial
duties, we should not sometimes advance sentiments or opinions at va-
riance with those entertained and fondly cherished by many of our read-
ers. We aim at the truth. If in our endeavors to develop this funda-

1
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2 INTRODUCTION.

mental element of our Institution,—to maintain the right and expose the
wrong,—we give cause of offence to any, however much we may regret
it, no considerations of a personal nature, can be allowed to divert us
from our purpose. The honest convictions of our judgment, we can
never hesitate to declare, openly and firmly, on all occasions and under
all circumstances, when it shall be made manifest to our mind that the
" interest or the reputation of the great cause we madintain, is involved in
the matter at issue. While in this respect we would not causelessly give
offence to any, we can neither be false to ourselves nor recreant to our
duties.

Masonically speaking, we are on the flood-tide of unequalled prosperity.
At no former period in the history of Freemasonry in this country, has
our Institution enjoyed an equal share of the popular favor. Thousands
are annually seeking admission into our Lodges, and other thousands
are pressing onward and upward in the pursuit of further light and know-
ledge. While all this is encouraging, it imposes increased cares and du-
ties and responsibilities on those who are honored with place and power
and influence among their Brethren. They are set as watchmen upon the
walls of the city. Their vigilance is the guaranty of safety,—their neg-
ligence the open road to danger.

Knowledge is essential to a right use of power. An acquaintance with
" first principles is no less essential to knowledge. Before the architect
erects his edifice he lays the foundation. If this be faulty the strength
and usefulness of the structure are impaired. Thus it is in Freema-
sonry. And perhaps at no former time has there been an equal necessity
for a clear, comprehensive and correct appreciation of the legitimate
character, purposes, laws and usages of the Institution. Without this
knowledge, constituted as the Order in this country is, into separate and in-
dependent organizations, there can be no unity of sentiment, no agree-
ment in action, no certainty in government. The great body, a unit in
its origin and in its aims, becomes disintegrated as a whole, and aliena-
ted in its parts. Disagreements in matters of principle and legislstion, in-
evitably lead to differences of practice in government and discipline.
The natural result is antagonism where there should be harmony and fra-
ternal agreement.

There should be fewer teachers, or more reliable ones. Knowledge
comes not by volition ; neither does high position confer it.* Study,

*We recently met with a striking illustration of this in an address delivered Ly the Grand
Master of a distant State, in which our Brother quotes as the language of Washington, a
passage from one of the most common of the ient M ic Charges; and then goes on
to discuss Masonic law and usage ; assuming what is not admissible and proposing what is
not sound in principle nor desirable in practice.




INTRODUCTION. 3

observation and experience are its only legitimate sources. If this be
true as a general rule, it is not less true in its application to the acquisi-
tion of Masonic knowledge. An acquaintance with the ritual is necessary
to a proper discharge of the practical duties of the Lodge. But this no
more makes the accomplished and intellectual Mason, than an acquaint-
ance with the rudiments of the schools makes the accomplished echolar.
A knowledge of the technicalities of the ritual is essential, but not suffi-
cient to a right appreciation of its mystical lessons. As a *‘ progressive
moral science,” Masonry can neither be understood nor estimated without
a ;ust knowledge of its teachings,—of the great principles which underlie its
foundation,—of its history, laws and usages. This knowledge is to be ac-
quired, not alone by- attending Lodge meetings and participating in the
woEkK ; but by careful study of the principles which the ceremonies devel-
op; the important moral truths which they allegorically teach ; the end
towhich they lead. Nor must we stop here. Our Institution has a history
running so far into the mists of the past,'that the wisest among us cannot
point with any measure of certainty to its beginning. This is a fruitful
and interesting source of study. « The diligent student is here continually
meeting with * green fields and pastures new,” redolent with the fragrance
of antiquity, and rich with intellectual nourishment. It has also its laws
and usages. A knowledge of these is to be gathered from the musty
rolls, the scattered fragments, and the traditions of the past. Here is
a labor of time. The ordinary life of man is not long enough to exhaust
tho inquiry. Yet it is not seldom that we see Brethren, who are still in
their novitiate, pluming themselves on the mastery of its dark passages
and intricate windings. And they are sincere. They believe what they
teach ; but their teaching is not the emanation of knowledge. The fault
is not of the heart, and will wear away with the increase of experience
and the growth of wisdom. In their mistaken zeal they often mislead
those who are not better informed than themselves. This.is a source
of danger—a critical evil—to be guarded against by a more general dif-
fusion of authentic information among the mass of the Brethren. Estab-
lish well selected libraries in the Lodges, encourage Masonic literary labors
and researches, create a taste for Masonic literature, and a love for the
principles, the traditions and antiquities of the Order, and there will be
much less to apprehend from the delusions of false lights and the teach-
ings of false doctrines.

Our younger Brethren must seek intellectual as well as moral light, if
they would learn to appreciate and enjoy the mystical beauties and lofty
purposes of their Institution. Without a due share of both, no claim to
the character of an accomplished Mason can be valid. We may pass
through the ceremonies, and acquire a knowledge of the means of recog-
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nition. We may become proficient in the routine duties of the Lodge-
room. But these do not make the intellectual Mason. We have thus
far learned the rudiments, only. The great principles to which they lead,
are above and beyond,—to be reached only through diligent inquiry and
studious investigation.

Nor is the necessity for inquiry restricted to the younger Brethren. “I
am decidedly of opinion,” says our learned Brother Dr. Oliver, *that
much general knowledge is necessary to expand the mind, and familiar-
ize it with Masonic discussions and illustrations, before a Brother can be
pronounced competent to undertake.the arduous duty of governing a
Lodge. A Master of the work ought to have nothing to learn. He
should be fully qualified, not only to instruct the younger Brethren, but to
resolve the doubts of those who are more advanced in Masonic knowledge ;
to reconcile apparent contradictions; to settle chronologies and to eluci-
date obscure facts or mystic legends, as well as to answer the objections
and to render pointless the ridicule of our uninitiated adversaries.”

This is a high standard of qualification, but it is a just one. Let it be
recognized in pragtice, as it is true in theory, and it will elevate the char-
acter, honor the purposes, dignify the work of our Lodges. It will bring
around our altars the intellectual, the educated, the accomplished ; and
the incense of our offerings shall rise with a more grateful fragrance to
heaven. A

Boston, Nov. 1, 1852,

«“DICTIONARY OF SYMBOLIC MASONRY.”

WEg have received from London, a few specimen pages of a new and
valuable work under the above title, now in course of preparation by our
learned Brother the Rev. Dr. Ouives. The editor of the London Free-
masons’ Review, who has also been afforded an opportunity to examine
such portions of it as have been printed, very justly says—* No enco-
-miums on our part can serve to place Dr. Oliver in a higher position than
he already holds with respect to his Masonic learning and information ;
but highly as all his former works testify.to the reputation which he has
so universally attained, not one will more incontestibly prove his full ac-
quaintance with the Mysteries of the Order than this DictioNary. It
will, when completed, supply a vacuum which noo ne could by any possi
bility have more thoroughly filled, than the learned author of ¢ The His.
torical Landmarks, and other valuable Masonic treatises.’”” We shall
wait with much interest for the recept of the entire work, when we shall
be able to speak of it more at length. Such a work from so reliable a
source cannot fail to be a valuable acquisition to every Masonic library.
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IMPEACHMENT OF THE GRAND MASTER OF
CALIFORNIA.

A sEri0ous difficulty has arisen among our Brethren in California,
growing out of certain proceedings of their Grand Master, which are
- regarded as highly unmasonic and reprehensible. Viewed in the light
in which the transactions are presented to us,they are so. But it must
be borne in mind, that as yet we have the statement of but one of the
parties interested. These statements may be true in the main, and yet

susceptible of material modification in their details, The explanations of

the opposite party might essentially change their present aspect. We do
not feel at liberty, therefore, to discuss the case so freely as we should
otherwise be inclined to do, and as its importance would seem to demand.
For similar reasons, several communications on the subject, heretofore
received by us, have been permitted to remain unnoticed. The case
comes to us now, as the result of the investigation and action of the Grand
Lodge. Still it is an ex parte case, (the accused being absent,) and assuch
we must regard it in the few words we propose to offer concerning
it The material facts are briefly given in the following extract from the
report of the Committee of the Grand Lodge, appointed at a special com-
munication, called to consider the subject, on the 17th of August last :—

Besides other imputations that have been presented to the Committee’s netice, in.

jurious to the Masonic standing of the Grand Master, the following allegations are
embraced in the complaint of California Lodge :—

1st. That Grand Master, B. D. Hyam, on the night of the 25th June last, assem-
bled several Master Masons in a house not devoted to Masonic uses, and there con-
ferred the three degrees of Masonry upon an individual who had been duly rejected
as a candidate on the 3d day of the same month, in California Lodge, No. 1, in the
presence of the Grand Master ; and that those degrees were given purposely in a
covert manner and in a spirit of malice toward the Lodge in which the candidate
had been so rejected. :

2d. That the Grand Maeter; on another oceasion and in a similar manner, con- '

ferred the Masonic degrees upon a candidate who had been rejected in Mountain
Shade Lodge, No. 18, receiving a fee of one hundred dollars therefor. ’

3d. That on another oecasion, in the near vicinity of working Lodges, the Grand
Master, in known opposition to. the desires of the Fraternity, and without any
good reason, much less necessity for so doing, made Masons at will, receiving fees
for the work, and appropriating them to his own use.

4th, That the Grand Master has entered a working Lodge as a visitor, interferred
with its proceedings, refused to obey the gavel when called to order, and treat the
Master with the respect due to his office, used languagf unworthy a Brother, and
otherwise conducted in an unmasonic manner. k )

Such is a brief synopsis of the offences of the Grand Master, of which complaint
ismade. The evidences of their truth are conelusive. The facts were substan-
tially admitted by the party accused. At the convention above named, the Grand
Master confessed having acted injudiciously in regard to the rejected candidate of
California Loodge, and could furnish no excuse by which to justify his conduct. On
being assured that he had lost the confidence of the Fraternity in the State, and
solicited to discontinue the further exercise of the powers he so strangely abused,
he refused in such terms as to indicate a disregard for the opinions of his Brethren
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or the prosperity of the Institution of which he had been made the head. He per-
sisted that though his acts might tend to evil, he could do no wrong for which he
could be held responsible ; for by virtue of his office he had the power and the right .
to perform such acts as he might deem proper. He had obtained the impression,
which he pertinaciously maintained, that as Grand Master he was superior to all
Masonic authority—that his will was above all law—that in him was vested the
discretion and the power to make and break Masons, and create and destroy Lodges .
at will—that he could not be shaken from his high position—and to himself alone
was he accountable. This opinion seems to have actuated him in pursuing a course
of conduct that has set the feelings and wishes of the Fraternity at defiance, distur-
bed the peace and harmony of Lodges, and violated the valued and ancient rules
and usages by which the institution of Freemasonry has been so admirably con-
trolled.

Assuming the foregoing to be a fair and impartial statement of the
facts, the case presents a ‘decidedly unfavorable aspect for the accused,
and such as to amply justify even more severe and decisive measures than
any which his Grand Lodge has yet instituted against him. He has man-
ifestly acted under a misapprehension of the nature and extent of his pow-
ers. He may have done so without any evil intention, and from perfectly
conscientious motives ; though his Brethren of the Grand Lodge enter-
taina very different opinion ; and present appearances are certainly against
any such supposition. It is proper, however, that he should be heard in
answer to the charges against him,—if he has any answer to make,—be-
fore he is condemned. The case is one without a parallel in the history
of the Institution, and we prefer to be in possession of all that relates to
it, before entering upon any discussion of its merits. It is sufficient for
the present to say, that although the powers of the Grand Master are
large and extensive, yet there is a power above him, and to which he is
amenable. We have no sympathy with doctrines which would retain at
the head of our Institution pirates and imurderers, nor yet with construc-

tions of law and usage which would enable base men, in high position, to

" debase and degrade the character of our Fraternity to the level of rogues,
. gamblers and libertines. We abhor and repudiate all such doctrines,

whencesoever they may emanate, and under whatsoever sanctions they
may be promulgated. We leave the case here, promising to return
to it at the proper time. ~ A principal reason which urges us to this
course, is that the moral character of the accused is seriously involved in
the charges against him, independent of the alleged abuse of his official
powers. And still another is, that at the time of the meecting of his
Grand Lodge, at which the above proceedings took place, he was absent
from the State. He has since probably returned ; and if so, will un-

_ doubtedly soon put his Brethren in possession of whatever he may have

to offer in justification of his proceedings.
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FIRST ORGANIZATION OF MASONRY IN THE
UNITED STATES.

Ovur Brother Mackey, in his Lexicon, a new edition of which he has
recently published, has inadvertently fallen into one or two errors in rela-
tion to the history of Masonry in this State, to which he will thank us for
calling his attention.

After correctly stating, that ¢ the organization of Freemasonry in the
United States, is to be dated from the 80th July, 1733,” at Boston, he
adds, in a note, as follows:—* A Lodge had, however, been previously
instituted at Savannah, in Georgia, by virtue of a warrant from Lord
Weymouth, Grand Master of England.”” This is an error. Lord Wey-
mouth was elected Grand Master in 1735, and could not therefore have
issued a warrant for a Lodge in Georgia, or anywhere else, previously
to 1733, for he possessed no power to doso. In a * list of regular Lodges,
according to their seniority and constitution,” published in 1756, *by
order of the Grand Master” of the Grand Lodge of England, we have
the record of the establishment of a Lodge at* Savannah, in the Prov-
ince of Georgia, in 1785.” This was the first Lodge in Georgia, and it
assembled under a warrant granted by Lord Weymouth, then, for the first.
time, Grand Master of England. The Lodge is now, we think, known as
Solomon’s Lodge, No. 1.

Again.—In sketching the origin of the spurious body in London, known
for many years under the assumed title of ¢ Ancient Masons,” and the
differences which existed, for an equal length of time, between that body
and the constitutional Grand Lodge of England, our Brother observes:—
¢ The two Grand Lodges continued to exist, and to act in opposition ‘to
each other, extending their schisms into other countries ;”—and in illus-
tration of this, he appends the following note :—¢ For instance, there
were, originally,in Massachusetts and South Carolina, two (Grand Lodges,
claiming their authority from these discordant bodies. In the former
State, however, they were united in 1792, and in the latter 1817.” As
regards Massachusetts, this is not quite correct. The first Grand Lodge
of Massachusetts was established under the authority of the Grand Lodge
of England, before the existence of the body styling itself ** Ancient Ma-
sons ;” and the second received its authority from the Grand Lodge of
Scotland. Neither emanated from the spurious Grand Lodge at London,
nor derived any authority from ‘it. The distinctive terms ancient and
modern, seem indeed to have been nominally recognized in the formation
of the body holding under Scotland ; but it does not appear from the
records that the terms subsequently had any actual force or existence, or
that the body itself had any connection or communication whatever with

.
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the Dermott Grand Lodge. The petitioners for the charter were St. An-
drew’s Lodge, on the registry of Scotland ; army Lodge No. 52, on the
registry of England ; and army Lodge, No. 322, on the registry of Ire-
land. The warrant or charter of the first Grand Lodge in Massachusetts
is dated 1733, and bears the name of .Lord Montague, ¢ Grand Master of
Masous in England ;** and that of the second, is dated 1769, and bears
the name of the Earl of Dalhouse, ¢ Grand Master of Masons in Scot-
l‘nd.,7

THE WASHINGTON CELEBRATION.

WE learn that the Committee of the Grand Lodge of this Common-
wealth, on the celebration of the Centennial Anniversary of the Initiation
of Gen. Washington into the Masonic Fraternity, have completed their
arrangements, and that the festival will be held at Fanevir Hair, on
THURSDAY, the 4th instant. The Brethren, with their ladies, are invited to
assemble at the hall, at five o’clock in the afternoon, where Marshals will
be in attendance to receive them. The ceremonies will commence at
six o’clock ; and we are pleased to notice that instead of ane lengthy set
address, the Committee have arranged for several short addresses. These,
interspersed with musie, will tend to relieve the tediousness which might
otherwise be apprehended from this part of the ceremonies. The ban-
quet will be provided in the upper hall of the building ; and after this is
disposed of, and on the retirement of the Grand Lodge, such of the Breth.
ren with their ladies, as see fit to do so, will be afforded an opportunity to
exhibit their proficiency in the terpsichorean mysteries !

The occasion will be very generally celebrated by the Brethren through-
" out the country, as it eminently deserves to be. In States where the
Grand Lodges, as bodies, have not deemed it expedient to call the Breth-
ren together at any particular location, it will be suitably noticed by the
subordinate Lodges, either singly, or by several uniting for the purpose.

The Grand Lodge and Brethren of Rhode Island, will assemble at
Newport, in the morning, by invitation of St. John’s Lodge of that place.
An address will be delivered, and other suitable ceremonies performed.

The Grand Lodge of Connecticut will notice the day at Hartford. The
address, we understand, will be delivered by the Rev. Brother WiLLEY, of -
Stonington.

We shall probably be able in our next to give the addresses which may
be delivered at Faneuil Hall, and, in future numbers, such parts of many
of those delivered in other parts of the couatry, as we may judge will be
interesting to our readers, or useful as matters of reference. !
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THE PROVINCIALGRAND LODGE OF QUEBEC,
&c., CANADA.

As briefly noticed in our last, an especial communication of the % Prov. Grand
Lodge of Quebec and Three Rivers and the Dependencies,” was opened at St.
John’s Lodge room, in the city of Quebec, on Tuesday the 14th September last.
The attendance of Grand Officers and visiting Brethren was very large. We
notice among the names, representatives from Lodges in Montreal, Kingston,
Trentport, Bytown, and Halifax.

The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in due form, with solemn prayer, and

the Regulations for the government of the Grand Lodge during the time of pub-
lic business, were read.
" Messages expressive of their regret at not being able to attend were received
from R. W. Br. Sir Allan N. MacNab, P. G. M. for Upper Canada, and R. W.
Br. the Honorable William Badgley, P. G. M. for Montreal and William Hen
ry, Canada East, the former on account of severe illness, and the latter owing to
the urgency of his Parliamentary duties.

‘The Brethren were informed that the P: G. Lodge was convened for the por-
pose of Installing into Office, according to ancient form, R. W. Brother Thomas
Douglas Harington, whom it had pleased the Earl of Zetland, M. W. Grand
Master of England, to appoint Provincial Grand Master of the City and District
of Quebec and Three-Rivers and the Dependencies, and the Patent of appoint -
ment was then fead.

W. Brother G. Thomson,, P. M. Albion Lodge, was then deputed to act as In-
stalling Master, and R. W. Brother Harington was duly installed Provincial Grand
Master as aforesaid, and was proclaimed and saluted as such, according to ancient
custom.

The R. W. P. G. M. having addressed the Brethren, announced that he had ap-
pointed the following Brethren Officers of the Provincial Grand Lodge for the ensu-
ing twelve months, who were duly installed and invested in their respective offices,
viz :—

Brs. G. Thomson, (during pleasure,) D. P. G. M. ; W. Eadon, 8. G. W. ; G. Rail-
ton, J. G. W.; Rev W. A. Adamson, P. G. Chaplain ; J. A. Sewell, S. W. St. John’s
Lodge, P. G. Registrar ; T. Ross, P. G. Sec’y ; J. Cochrane, S. D. St. John's Lodge,
Assistant Sec’y ; G. G. Ardouin, 8. G. Deacon ; J. F. Wolff, J. G. Do.; G. R
Brown, Albion Lodge, P. G. Sup. of Works; W. Hunt, J. D. St. John's Lodge, P.
G. Dir. of Cers. ; W. Miller, Secretary Albion Lodge, Assistant Do.; Jas. Scott,
Albion Lodge, P. G. Sword Bearer ; W. D. Campbell, St. John's Lodge, P. G. Or-
ganist; P. St. Hill, P. G. Pursuivant ; T. Birch, P. G. Tyler ; Holehouse, (by
proxy,) Dawson & Valleau, Albion Lodge, Benning, Burgess. and John White,”St.
John's Lodge, P. G. Stewards ; J. Thomson, Albion Lodge, Standard Bearer to P.
G. Master; W. C. Adams, St. John's Lodge, do. to P. G. Lodge.

Br. Robert Neill, Treasurer St. John's Lodge, was unanimously elected P. G. Treas-
urer for the current year, and was duly installed and invested as such.

The P. G. Secretary then read for the information of the Brethren a Patent, da-
ted 5th May, A. L. 552, appointing R. W. Br. Harington, Provincial Grand Su-
perintendent of Royal Arch Masonry.

2
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GRAND CHAPTER OF KENTUCKY.

We have been kindly favored with a copy of the proceedings of the Grand
Chapter of Kentucky, had at its annoal communication in September last. There
was the usual attendance of Grand Officers, and the representatives of thirtythree
subordinate Chapters—a fact highly indicative of the prosperous condition of this
branch of our Order in the State.

There seems not to have been a very great amount of business before the
body, and what there was, with the exception of the report of the Committee on
correspondence, was wholly of a local nature. An amendment of. the Constitu-
tion, previously proposed, was adopted as follows :— _

% That a Brother desiring to receive the R. A. degrees, residing in a county
where there is no Chapter, shall apply to the nearest Chapter, unless the said
Chapter shall, by unanimous consent, permit him to apply elsewhere.

The report of the Committee on correspondence is a brief review of the pro-
ceedings of such Grand Chapters as have published their doings for the past year,
interspersed with the comments and opinions of the Committee. It is well
drawn, and not without interest. The Committee are not particularly friendly
to the General Grand Chapter, or rather, perhaps, we should say, to the “ mas-
terly inactivity” it is alleged to have manifested in relation to certain matters
which have heretofore been submitted for its consideration and decision. We
are not advised as to what particular matters are referred to. And whether there
be just cause for complaint in this respect, we do not pretend to say, or know.
But if it be so, where is the fault >—and where the remedy ? Without looking
for an answer to the first inquiry, there can be little doubt that it is within the
ability of the representatives to furnish an answer to the second. We suppose
however the chief source of all the difficulty may be found in the fact, that the
sessions are not of sufficient length to do the business of the body in a proper
manner. The members of the Chapter are usually members or representatives
in the Gen. Grand Encampment, also. Their time is thus divided between the
two bodies. The first day of the session is generally consumed in organizing,
‘and congratulations—the second, (perhaps,) in public display or other festival ce-
remonies ; the third and fourth in work ; and on the fifth, both bodies are pretty
well thinned out by the absentees. This may not always be literally true, but it
is substantially so. The principal Committees work hard and late ; but they
have more business thrust upon them than they can do in the time allowed them.
Of course it remains undone. We are inclined to think, too, there may be a
want of system in the manner of doing the business, But let all this be as it
may, the body itself is conservative and useful in its character ; and, if it be not
now in all respects what it ought to be, the proper course is to point out the de-
fects and remedy them. The Kentucky Committee are much of this opinion.
“They can perceive in the present condition of things a necessily for the existence
of some such general grand body, and can easily see the good such a body, by a
wise and firm course of legislation, might effect.”

The Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters also held its annual communi-
cation at Lexington in September. Eight Councils were represented. Charters
were granted for a Council at Lake Providence, La., and for another at Knox-
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ville, Illinois. We notice nothing further in the proceedings of particular inter-
est. The Order appears to be in a healthy condition. There are sixteen Coun-
cils in the State.

GRAND LODGE OF INDIANA.

Trrs Grand Lodge held its annual communication at Indianapolis, in May last.
The session was numerously attended,—there being one hundred and thirtynine
Lodges (including twentytwo under dispensation), represented. A very large
amount of important, and withal interesting, business was transacted. Judging
from the proceedings before us, there are few Grand Lodges in the United States
in a more healthy and prosperous condition, or which are under better govern-
ment. To say that it is entitled to high rank in the Fraternity of the countiy, is
bestowing upon it no more praise than is justly due to the activity and devoted-
ness of its officers and members. It is a working and intelligent body of Ma-
sons,—equally regardful of the public reputation of the Order, and of the best in-
terests of the Lodges under its jurisdiction. In this respect it is fulfilling the
highest duty of a Grand Lodge. But in saying so much in commendation of its
labors, we desire not to be understood as adopting all the opinions given in its
published proceedings, though we notice but little to dissent from in this particular.

The anoual address of the Grand Master, M. W. ALExANDER G, Downey, ig
an able and well written business paper ; from which we extract as follows :—

CONDITION OF THE ORDER IN THE STATE.

During the year that has passed nothing has transpired calculated in the least de-
e to dampen the ardor of the friends of Masonry, or to weaken our confidence in
er ability and fitness to accomplish all the benign results at whieh she aims.
There has been a steady increase in the number of both Lodges and members ; and
while I do not intend to reflect unjustly upon the past, I think I can say in truth,
that the standard of moral filness for admission to our rites has never been higher,
or more firmly maintained. While this is the case we have nothing to fear, but
every thing to hope from the rapid increase of the membership. Should it ever be-
come the case that members, witRout regard to fitness, shall be the aim of our
Lodges, they must inevitably forfeit the confidence of the community in which they
exist, and cease to exercise any salutary or beneficial influence.

EFFECT OF RESTORATION BY GRAND LODGE.

A question has been raised in regard to the proper construction of the 25th sec-
tion of our Grand Lodge By-Laws, which provides that “ whenever the Grand
Lodge shall abrogate the decision of a subordinate Lodge suspending or expelling a
Brother, and thus restore him to the benefits and privileges of Masonry, he shall not
thereby be reinstated to membership in the subordinate Lodge without its unani-
mous consent.” The question suggested is, does this provision apply to cases
brought before the Grand Lodge by appeal ¢ Suppose a Mason is tried and ex-
pelled by a subordinate Lodge, and on appeal to the Grand Lodge is adjudged inno-
cent of the charge, does he forfeit his membership in the subordinate Lodge? I
think he would not, or at least it would be clearly wrong that such should be the
case. The determination in the Grand Lodge is the final one, and must govern.
He is there adjudged innocent, and it would be manifestly unjust that he should
suffer the punishment of forfeiture. I think the provision referred to was intended
to, and should be confined to cases where the judgment of expulsion or suspension
is abrogated by the Grand Lodge without an appeal, under the authority which she
reserves to herself of restoring expelled Masons. -



12 GRAND LODGE OF INDIANA.

MORAL DUTIES OF MASONS.

Masonry, in Indiana. has arrived at a point in numbers, and a position in useful-
ness, to which she has at no former period attained ; and judging from the past,
she is still destined to make greater progress in these respects than she has hereto-
fore done. To insure the continuance of this prosperity, it is only necessary that
we be vigilant and watchful—that we observe well the teachings of Masonry—
guard with care the entrance to our Lodges, and permit none to approach her al-
tars who will not in all things observe and maintain her teachings.

It is very much to be desired that all who attach themselves to our Order should
become familiar with her rites and ceremonies, and with their origin and import ;
but it is much more to be desired that they recognize in her a teacher of those great
moral and social principles upon which, and for the inculcation of which she was
founded, and has been perpetuated. As well might the confirmed atheist learn and
Tepeat over the sacred scriptures, or bow the knee and with irreverent lips repeat
his pater noster, and expect to be benefitted by it, as for an individual to expect to
be benefitted by the rites and ceremonies of Masonry, without a conformity to her
ethical teachings. Our forms and ceremonies are but the habiliments of our Order’s
tenets ; th;{ are but as the casket to the jewel, or as words to the ideas which they
convey. He alone whose heart is imbued with the spirit of our Institution, and
who squareshis life by its teaching, can claim the proud title of a * Free and Ac-
cepted Mason.”

REPORT ON CORRESPONDENCE.

The report of the Committee on foreign correspondence is a well written
document, and the authors of it have expressed their opinions with freedom and
confidence. Of this their readers will not cownplain, though they may not be able
to subscribe to all the conclusions to which the Committee have found no diffi-
culty in arriving,

The report is a brief and apparently rapid review of the last year’s proceedings
of twentysix of the Grand Lodges in this country, Our notice of it must be
equally brief, though rather from necessity, than choice. In noticing the cir-
cumstance that a Lodge in Vermont the last year required a member, who had
cast a black ball in balloting for a candidate, to give his reasons for so doing, the
Committee use the following language :—

SECRET BALLOT.

. In voting, every Brother has the undoubted right to vote as he may see fit, and
it is distinctly unmasonic to require of him his reasons therefor. The reasons may
be of a nature that the Brother dare not reveal them without subjecting himself to
a legal prosecution, as was the case in Vermont. Our Brethren of Vermont have
assumed the proper ground, and passed an order to remedy the evil.

The Committee speak in the following complimentary terms of the
GRAND LODRE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

We have the proceedings of this Ancient Grand Lodge from June 12th, 1850, to
Sept. 10th, 1851. This is the oldest Grand Lodge in North America, and may be
ustly styled the model Grand Lodge. The foundations of her moral temple are
aid wide and deep, and the snperstructure rises to beautiful proportions. The an-
cient landmarks of the Craft are observed, and the natural result is, that peace and
harmony prevail within her borders,

POWERS OF G@RAND MASTERS.

In reference to the Grand Lodge of North Carolina, the Committee say :—

The only part of her proceedings to which we take eXception, is the report of her
committee of foreign correspondence. The printed proceegings of the Grand Lodge
cover 118 pages, of which that Feport covers 65 pages. But the principal thing that
is objectionable is the extraordinary sentiments contained in it. When treating of
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the power of the M. W. Grand Master, the Committee say : ‘‘ He is absolutely su-
preme, being amenable to no man, or any set of men.”

Such sentiments will appear strange to our Brethren of Indiana. At this en-
lightened age of the world, we had believed that no enlightened body of Masons
could be found to endorse and promulgate such sentiments, or maintain such opin-
ions. We deem it entirely superfluous to controvert an opinion so at war with the
great principles of Masonry, to any considerable extent. But we may be permitted
to ask, from whence do Grand Masters derive their authority ¢ We answer, most
assuredly from the Grand Constitution. Grand Constitutions are formed by any
number of subordinate Lodges, by their representatives, not less than three ; conse-
quently the Grand Master has not nor can he have any but delegated auti:ority ;
and we have yet to be informed that any Grand Lodge in the world has by her con-
stitution invested her Grand Master with absolute sugremac . Most, if not all the
Grand Constitutions of this continent require their Grand Masters to report their
official acts to the Grand Lodge for their approval or disap?roval. To argue that
the power of the Grand Master is * absolutely supreme,” would be to argue that
the creature is greater than his creator ; and would be at war with the eternal prin-
ciples of truth and justice. As Masons we have been taught to acknowledge nortie
as supreme but the Grear Jeuovan. We contend most distinctly that Grand Mas-
ters are amenable to their Grand Lodges for their official acts, and at the end of
their official existence they are amenable to the subordinate Lodges in whose juris-
diction they may reside, for their moral conduct during the time they have been
Grand Masters,

In giving the above to our readers, we desire not to be understood as adopting
the opinions of the Committee. The conclusions might be unobjectionable, if
the premises were admissible. But our Brethren entirely overlook the ancient
constitutions of the Order, the powers which Grand Masters derive from them,
and the inherent usages aud regulations of the Fraternity, and predicate their ar-
gument on the assumption that the ouly source of power is the * Grand Constitu-
tion®—that is, that a Grand Master may exercise those powers, only, which are
specifically vested in him by the constitution of the body over which he presides.
This is not our understanding of the subject. We had supposed that all Grand
lodge Constitutions were themselves subordinate to the ancient laws of the
Craft; and this seems to have been the opinion of the Grand Lodge of England
in 1723, when it resolved that the Grand Lodge had power to amend or alter any
of its regulations, if it * break mot $n upon the ancient rules of the Fraternity.”
There is then a power above the Constitutions of Grand Lodges. W hatever au-
thority therefore, Grand Masters derive from this source, and from established
usage, is not strictly delegated, but inherited power. As such, it is above the
control of Grand Lodges, except through revolution. But while we differ from
the Committee in this respect, we object as strongly as they do, against the doc-
trive advanced by our North Carolina Brethren. One of the finest poets of Eng-
land tells us, that ¢ the truth lies between two extremes.” And though this is
not true asa general rule, it may be so in the present case. It was not ourinten-
tion, however, to discuss this matter at any length ; and we therefore leave it,
with the remark that we do not clearly understand the second branch of the con-

cluding sentence in the extract we have given from the report.
SUSPENSIONS AND EXPULSIONS.,

We notice in the proceedings an unusually large number of appeals, suspen-
sions and expnlsions. The suspensions for the past year, amount to fortytwo—the
expulsions to twentythree. The necessity for such proceedings is to be regret-
ted, while the promptness with which the necessity has been met by the Lodges
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is worthy of the highest commendation. The greatest precantion is not always
adequate to prevent the admission of the unworthy. Hence the greater neces-
sity on the part of the Lodges, for a rigid and unyielding enforcement of their
rules of discipline. Our Indiana Brethren seem to be doing their duty in this
latter respect, and we have no reason to doubt that they are equally regardful of
it in the former. The following is laying the axe at the root of the tree :—

The Committee to whom was referred so much of the M. W. Grand Master's ad-
dress as relates to Versailles Lodge, No. 7, and Fidelity Lodge U. D., beg leave to
report, that they have examined the documents and papers presented by th. M. W,
Grand Master relative to those two Lodges, and given to the matter the considera-
tion which it deserves.

Your Committee are of opinion that the best interests of the Order will be sub-
served by the annihilation of both the Lodges.

They are of opinion that there ought not to be two Lodges in the town of Ver-
sailles; that independently of this fact, there exists between the two such acrimony
of feeling as must necessarily stain the character of Masonry, and stamp its name
with infamy.

But, worst of all, they learn in both Lodges there are unworthy members ; that
garticularly in Versailles Lodge, there are members whose conduct has been so

isgraceful as to render them worthy of nothing short of an expulsion from the Or-
der, and that these are so numerous that no measures to sweep them out of their
own Lodge could be effectual.

The recommendation of the Committee was adopted.

MONUMENT ON THE BATTLE GROUND OF TIPPECANOE.

The Grand Lodge has recently obtained a charter from the Legislature of the
State, authorizing it to  erect and perpetually maintain a Masonic Monument on
the battle ground of Tippecunoe, to the memory of Davies, Owen, and other Ma-
sonic Brethren who fell there in the memorable battle of Nov. 7, 1811 ;”* and it
is taking active measures to complete this patriotic object. '

THE KNIGHTS TEMPLARS.—NO. XIX.
[ Written for this Magazine by R.. W. Jonx H. Suzprasp, ]

Benpoepak again attempted the capture of Acre and when the Templars sued
for peace, he slew their deputies and ferociously replied, “ The neighing of our
horses shall soon strike you with deafness.” In March, 1268, he stormed and
took Jaffa, burnt the churches, and slew the garrison. A tower of the Templars
near Tripoli was taken, and all the defenders put to death ; and there the Sara-
cen direct=d his whole concentrated forces towards the Orontes against Antioch,
in which were 160,000 inhabitants. The Templars defended the city with great
resolntion ; they sallied out of town, were defeated and driven back to the walls.
The iron bridge with its nine arches, which led into the city was assailed and
secured and the Crescent soon floated on the western gate of the city.

For three days successively the city was summoned to surrender. But they
refused. On the fourth the dreadful assault commenced. Myriads of Moslems
scaled the walls, ran along the ramparts, cut down all before them, leaped down
into the streets and made an indiscriminate slanghter of the inhabitants. There
were only eight thousand warriors left in the defence and with a great mass of
fugitives, women and children, they fled to the citadel as their last hope and re-
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fuge. Here, on the promise that their lives should be spared, they at last sur-
rendered—but, to a merciless foe ; for they were immediately bound in chains

and driven to a great slave market on the plains of Antioch, where they were -

sold into captivity to Jews and dealers in human flesh from all parts of the East.
Then began a barbaric sack of this ancient and opulent city. The pillage was
immense; costly goods, tapestry,and furniture were heaped up in piles ; gold
and silver were only reckoned by measure; and women and girls were distribu-
ted among the unbridled and rapacious soldiery like herds of cattle ;—reminding
us of the days of Shamgar, the son of Anath, in holy writ, when the wise ladies
answered Sisera, “ To every man a damsel or two.”

To see mothers and infants thus sold and separated, even touched the soul of
the Arabian writer Mohiedden; he portrayed the scene as a *fearful, heart-rend-
ing.sight” The magnificent churches of St. Paul and St. Peter were then
burnt to the ground. The city was left a ruin, with scarcely an inhabitant ; and
Antioch—the cradle of Christianity, where the disciples of our Lorp were first
called Christians—the metropolis of the early Crusaders—the great mart of orien-
tal commerce—the Queen of the East, so emphatically named by historians of
that age—and the first fruits of the Cross in the days of Chivalry, after a hundred
and seventy years reign of the dynasty of Bohemond, on the 27th of May, 1268,
fell irrecoverably and forever into the hands of the infidels.

Since this demolition by the Egyptian destroyer, Antioch has been partially

rebuilt ; but it is not a sixth part in size,compared to its ancient extent. In 1516
it was annexed to the Ottoman empire by Selim I. It is said that there are nu-
merous traces of its former magnificence in the old walls, pavements, bridges,
cemeteries and ruins of palaces. The Oronotes still rolls its waves through a
long, fertile plain to the sea ; the olive and vine still bud and blossom and bring
forth fruit as in the days of old ; but heaps of miserable cabins,a degraded people,
and a few sad mosques and minarets occupy the spot where splendid temples
and the groves of Daphne once charmed the eye.

Tripoli, Tortosa, Beirout, Tyre and Sidon were nearly all the cities now leftin
the possession of the christians in Syria, besides Acre their head-quarters and
principal seaport. These were fortified and bravely defended by the Templars
and Hospitallers. Their situation was appalling. The news of such heart-rend-

¢ ing, overwhelming adversity came like the funeral dirge of an ocean storm over
the nations and courts of Christendom. Lonis the IXth again resumed the
Cross, and at the head of 30,000 troops again embarked on another Crnsade—the
ninth and last. He resolved to carry the war into Africa. Urged on by a ro-
mantic spirit and his natural enthusiasm, he directed his conrse to the city of Tu-
nis, there to baptize the king. He landed at that port and his army pitched their
tents on the plains of the world—renowned Carthage. There amidst the burn-
ing suns of Lybia, a pestilential disease broke out and committed great ravages
among his troops. Louis himself was attacked by the malady and sunk under it.
On his dying bed in his pavilion—some say he there lay on a bed of ashes—ma-
king the sign of the Cross and lifting up his glazed eyes to Heaven, he cried out,
41 will enter thy house, I will worsbip in thy sanctuary,’” and expired ! This
exalted and royal Crusader was a man strangely infatuated by the errors and de-
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lusions of the age; but who can deny, that he was a prince, sincere to his God
and true to the Cross ? Nor was it without reflection, that the Catholics of that
period—when religious titles had a sanctity, like the perfume of incense, in the
minds of the devout—enrolled his name among the saints in paradise.

When the head is sick, the whole heart is faint. The gallant French army
diminished by disease, disheartened by sorrow at the loss of their chieftain, re-
turned home in despair. Chivalry and Crusades were passing away, destined
soon only to become the enchantment of romance and the terror of the nursery.
Yet from England came one more effort to revive the spirit of adventure and re-
cover Palestine, now all but lost. Prince Edward—afterwards the iron-hearted
Edward L, king of England—together with the Earl of Lancaster and several no-
blemen, and only 1500 knights and foot soldiers, in 1272, having sailed to the
shores of Africa and finding Louis was dead, proceeded to Palestine and landed
at Acre. His whole force there was only nine thousand men. The Templars

- and Hospitallers rallied around his standard. He took St. George and Caco, two

castles of Bendoedar, and demolished them. The Sultan feared his prowess and
retired from the siege of Acre. He redecmed Nazareth and gained one brilliant
victory. A truce was then made with Bendoedar of ten years and ten months,
but only limited to Nazareth and its plains and roads.

It was about this time, that an assassin, instigated by the governor of Jaffa,
attempted to kill the prince. He got admission into his chamber ; and with a
poisoned poinard wounded Edward in two or three places; but the prince struck
him to the ground and his guards dispatched him. So dangerous was the wound
that he made his will. Tradition informs us that his consort Eieaunora sucked the
poison out of the wounds. Fuller in his Holy Wars, says, “pity it is, so pretty a
story should not be true.” More certain accounts assure us, that “ Bernard, G.
Master of the Templars, administered an autidote, which saved his life. Edward
soon recovered, and Sept. 14, 1272, after having spent fourteen months in Pales-
tine, und having acquired fame by his valor and much military experience and
hardihood returned to England.

The holy see had been vacant nearly three yesrs, The chair was then filled
by Thibauld, a warm friend to the 'I'emplars who had been in the holy land and
was at Acre, when the choice of him was made. On assuming the tiara, he en-
deavored to rouse Europe to undertake another Crusade. Pisa, Genoa, Venice
and the city of Marseilles agreed to furnish gallies ; Philip, king of France, and
many noblemen e mbraced the cause: but Pope Gregory X. died within two
years and the enterprise was abandonod.

The downfall of the Latin kingdom vas now approachmg Bendoedur fell a
sacrifice to poison ; Kelaoun, a Mamluke, soon got possession of the throne. Wil-
liam de Beaujeu was chosen Grand Master ;—he had visited Pope Gregory X. to
attend the great council and procure help for Palestine. In 1275 he returned
with a band of Templars to Acre. A fresh truce was made with the Sultan sim-
ilar to the last ; but it was soon broken. Kalaoun at the head of 200,000 Tar-
tars entered Palestine, and encamped before Acre. The castles of Laodicea,
Cabala and Beirout had fallen; but Kelaoun died: his son Khahil succeeded ;
and the siege of Acre was renewed. Ninetytwo huge machines, drawn to the
spot by oxen, 60,000 cavalry and 140,000 foot, of every nation and tongue in the
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eastern world, were arrayed before the walls and towers of this last sad home
of the christian pilgrims, where only a handful of brave knights and about 12 000
soldiers were gathered in the defence. It was in the spring of 1291—the saddest
spring that ever opened on the eyes of the soldiers of the Cross ; it was then
the glory of the Templars went. down in blood—after shining with immortal
splendor for 170 years on the mountains and vallies, the cities and castles of Pa-
lestine.

The city of Acre was full of gardens and groves, merchant’s houses, and pala-
ces of the opulent, and adorned with temples aud churches of costly magnifi-
cence, uniting the beauties of the Grecian orders with Saracenic architecture.
Several houses had glass windows, and fountains played in many a court. Stu-
pendous fortifications commanded the land, and a fortress with great strength
towered over the sea and cast its shadow toward Mount Carmel. In prosperity it
was a place of great voluptuousness and effeminacy; in adversity the pilgrim
returned to his prayers and the citizen humbled himself before the Cross.

Beaujou, G. Master, commanded the garrison. For thirtythree days, the Sul-
tan Khalil had followed up the siege with incessant assaults and fightings, night
and day. On the 4th of May, 1291, his machines threw down one lofty tower,
which from its formidable stand, the enemy called the cursed tower; and to in-
crease the horror of the besieged, he put 300 drummers on as many dromedaries,
and ordered them, as his soldiers mnarched up to the walls, to beat the assault on
their drums,—on the 18th of May, the battering machines and miners were ready,
and a general assault commenced; the onslaught was irresistible. The knights,
with the Grand Masters of the Temple and Hospital, fought side by side. With 500
horse G. Master Beaujou, and Clermont, marshal of the Hospital, sallied out and at-
tacked the rear of the enemy—but under the awful Moslem cry of Allah acbar,
Allah acbar, they were defeated ; 500 knights, saving ten who escaped, and the
valiant Beaujou himself, sunk under a cloud of darts. The sultan offcred
favorable terms to the Templars to retire in some galleys, and to this intent 300
of his troops were admitted within the castled couvent ; when some beautiful
christian ladies attracting the attention of the infidels, they violated their word,
and the Templars slew them ; the Suitan then assaulted the convent and massa-
creed every knight. Thousands then rushed to the sea side to escape invessels;
the crowded boats were swamped and the sea was filled with drowning men ;
thousands fled to the churches ; and the city was set on fire ; and a scene of de-
solation, carnage and unutterable anguish filled the streets.

The few knights who survived, with many women and children, fled to the
temple of Acre. Gaudini was chosen G. Master and with some of his compan-
jons fled in the night to Cyprus. Several Templars perished in the ruins of a
large tower of the temple, which was set on fire by the Moslems. Of 10,(?00
christians who fled to the Sultan for mercy, every one was beheaded. A dargng

and desperate act of the Abbess and nuns of St. Clare is recorded. Fearing
the brutality of the licentious soldiers, and seeing no city of refuge on eurt{l» they
came to the dreadful resolution of mutilating and mangling there faces; "1' this
deformed state they yielded up themselves to the enemy. The captors, dlsfP‘
pointed and furious, immediately slew them all with the sword ; —thus preserving
3
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their chastity by a noble martyrdom. Death or slavery was the fate of more th.an
60,000 christians, while all the fortifications and thirty churches were laid in ruins
by the implacable foe.

Thus fell this celebrated city—the great sea-port of the Crusaders for nearly
two hundred ycars—the watch-tower of Syria—the alone bright spot on which
Europe could always look with hope while she sent out her armed Crusaders for
ages, now irretrievably lost !

“Tum vero omne mihi visum ccnsidere in ignis
Tlium, et ex imo verti Neptunia Troja.”

Acre, situated on a promontory, is seventysix miles north from Jerusalem,
and thirtyfive miles west from the lake of Galilee. It was captured in 1104
by the Crusaders—taken by Saladin the great—recovered by Richard Ceeur
D'Lion in 1191—and retaken on the 18th of May, 1291, by the Mamlook
Tartars, by whom all its public edifices were demolished. Acre was afterwards
rebuilt ; but it never recovered its pristine glory. It was the only maritime mart
of Syria under all the dynasties of the Ottoman empire : and though decayed,
suffering and from an unhealthy location, and despotic oppression, it has but par-
tially revived, yet the importance of the place—hardly a sixth part of what it
was—may be judged of by the value attached to it by Napoleon Bonaparte, when
he opened his trenches and invested the city in March 1799. “On that little
town,” said he to one of his generals, as they were standing together on an emi-
nence, which still bears the name of Richard Ceeur de Lion, “ on that little town
depends the fate of the East. Behold the key of Constantinople or of India.”
Acre, however, was bravely and successfully defended after a long and sangui-
nary siege by the pasha Achmel Djezzar and the heroic Sir Sidney Smith. This
seaport has gradually been obstructed by bars and quicksands from the alluvial
deposits of the rivers Kishon and Belus, which disembogue into the bay of Acre ;
and the only deep waters for anchorage, are now at the foot of mount Carmel in
Caipha, ten miles on the western side of the bay. And it is worthy of remark
that this ancient city was again reduced to ruins by the Egyptians in 1832.

The loss of Tyre, Sidon, Tortosa and the Pilgrims castle, quickly followed the
fate of Acre, under the resistless arms of that desolator, the cruel Mamlook.

Every trace of the Franks—says the Arabian chronicler Ferat—was removed and
thus it shall remain, please God, till the day of judgment—And Gibbon eloguently
remarks, “a mournful and solitary silence prevailed along the coast, which had
80 long resounded with the ® worLD’s DEBATE.” '

Here ends the eighth and last Crusade, according to Mills, but Gibbon enume-
rates but seven. A short recapitulation of them may assist the memory of events
which shook Europe and Asia for two hundred years.

L The first Crusade was under the preaching of Peter the hermit, in which
Godfrey took Jerusalem and established the Latin dynasty of kings in J uly 1099.

1. The second Crusade was under Conrad III. emperor of Germany and Louis
VIL king of France A. D. 1147,

Il Frederic Barbarossa, emperor of Germany undertakes the 8d Crusade 1189,
and perished on his way at the river Selesuis in Armenia. He was followed by
Richard Ceeur de Lion and Philip Augustus, king of France, in 1191.



LINES. - 19

IV. The fourth Crusade was undertaken by the son of Henry duke of Limberg
and the archbishop of Mayence, whom Margaretta queen of Hungary joined, in
1194, who took Jaffa and Beirout, but were defeated near the fortress of Thoron,
and the expedition ended disastrously.

V. The fifth was an inchoate attempt, having been diverted from the main de-
sign hy the siege and taking of Constantinople under the Franks and the Vene-
tian hero Dandolo, in 1204,

VL. The king of Hungary and dukes of Austria and Bavaria in 1217, landed at
Acre, visited the lake of Galilee, traversed the pass of the mountains of Gilboa,
pitched their tents on the banks of the Jordan, and then crossed after a delightful
pilgrimage back to Acre—without battle or skirmish. Reinforcements arriving
from Europe, they left Acre and invaded Egypt with a force of 200,000 men and
took Damietta, which was full of plague, misery and famine. The end however
was unfortunate and the Crusaders retreated to Acre or returned home.

VII. The Crusade of Louis IX.

VIIL. This was the second Crusade of Louis IX. and the last.

With the remaising history of the Knights Templars we shall proceed rapidly,
while their numerous branches and immense wealth were scattered broad-cast and
flourishing over all the kingdoms of Christendom, the theatre of their valor and
glory lay chiefly in the land of Palestine, and with the loss of Palestine their sun
went down. ’ ’

forr@rixaAL.]
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‘Wiitten for the 100th Anniversary of WasemeTon’s Initiation into Fredericksburg Lodge.
BY BR. DAVID BARKER, OF PACIFIC LODGE, ME.

Ho, worthy Brother-Craftsmen, all,
Throughout our wide domain—
Up, up in living, countless throngs,—
Put Lambskin on again.

From California’s golden hills,
Off by Pacific's side,

To farthest beetling cliff which stands
As guard o’er Fundy’s tide.

From wild Atlantic’s hungry waves,

Which gnaw our rock-bound shore,
To where Niagara’s seething floods

Send forth their deafning roar,

Come to the Temple, Brethren, come,
With Magons’ armor on ;

To deeper came upon our hearts
The name of WASHINGTON.
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Ye spirits of our Chieftain’s band,
If liberty is given
By Him who sits within the * East”
Of the Grand Lodge in heaven,

To members there within those halls,
To * pass the outer door,”

Oh, leave for once yon blissful realms,—
Be with us, we implore.

InSpect our * work”—reprove our faults,
Inspire our hearts with love,
And teach all Craftsmen how to find
- That better Lodge above.

HUMAN CHARITY.

[AX Address delivered before the Order of Ancient Freemasons, in Saéramemo, California,
June 23, 1852. By Rev. Oscoop CEUrRCH WHEELER, A. M.¥] )

Tue four great cardinal virtues of the Craft are TEMPERANCE, ForTITUDE, PRU-
peNce and Justice. The combined trunk growing from these four roots, branches
out aud bears the fruit of Faith, Hope and Charity ; this root, trunk and branches—
this pedestal and column,—this foundation and superstructure, when ignited
by the caloric influence of Lodge-communication, blazes foith in view of a
world, like the burning bush before the trembling man of meekness, an uncon-
suming flame, pervading all the habiiations of the race.

This compound element, this mystical amalgam, Icall by the humble name
of Human Charity.

A spirit to the nature and workings of which, I ask a few moments candid
consideration.

I come not here to eulogize Masonry, or seek your favor therefor. It is above
all eulogy, and will live with time, though we love it not. But as a man, I
come here to labor for the benefit of my fellow-man, and thus do the work of a
Mason. OQur first inquiry is alter the nature of this spirit.

Of all the virtues which beguile the tedium of life’s weary hour, few go be-
yound. They mostly go, with the “mortal coil,” to the insatiate grave. For
them there are no fields of labor or mansions of rest in Heaven. But with Char-
ity not so. ‘ Whether there be prophecies they shall fail, whether there be
tongues they shall cease, whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away,”
but ¢ Charity never faileth.” ’

My design was not to discourse upon this virtue in this unlimited extent of
meaning, but finding it an actual emanation from Divinity, destined to endless
existence, I see no way of isolating a part, without mutilating the whole,

*We should have been pleased to give the whole of this excellent address in our present
number, but could not do so without excluding matter having a prior claim upon our pages.
‘We regret this the less, however, inasmuch as since the manuscript was put into our hands, the
address has been neaily printed in pamphlet form, and will soon be avsilable to our California
Brethren. It is proper to add, that the address opens with a finely written exordium of two
pages, which is here omitted. The conclusion is an carnest and eloquent appeal to the
Brethren in Sacramento, to unite and establish a Lisrary—* not merely & Masonic library,
but “a general, public, miscellaneous library.” This part of the address will appear in our
next.
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This spirit elevates its possessor above all low and groveling propensities,
and tends to cement the whole race in one united element of love. It disarms
revenge of its dagger, and hatred of its poison. It overcomes malevolence, and
prays for its own persecutor. It subdues the boisterous and profane, and blesses
the hater and the malicious.

It confines not its work to the worthy or the Brotherhood, but aspires to soothe
afHiction’s first sorrow, and wipe the last flowing tear from perishing humani-
ty’s eye. ‘ Show me your faith, without works, and I will show you m{ faith
by my works,” said an inspired Apostle. And this was the spirit of Charity.
Could you at a single effort grasp the Alps and the Apennines, the Andes and
Vesuvius, and hurl them together into old ocean’s swelling tide ; could you at
a glance look through all science, weigh and measure all material law, and
unveil to man the mechanism of the boundless universe; yet without Charity
you would be as nothing—you could not love nor be loved, in this world or
the world to come—you might assent to, but could never feel the poetic senti-
ment—

Divine: th « (; thr;':y} lt)hy h:]bor most
vine; thy with sighs and tea!

And groans; thy great, thy Godlike wish to heal

All misery, all l{rume’s wounds, and make

The soul of every living thing rejoice—

O'! thou art needed much in mortal life !

No virtue half so much ; none half so fair :

To all the rest, however fine, thou givest

A ﬁnishing and polish, without which

No man e’er could enter heaven.”

This spirit regards the human race as a family of Brothers, sisters, friends,
with a common origia, and possessing common rights.

It needs no statutory law 1o exact a ‘ tithe”” for the poor; the reigning law of
love supercedes all neceesity for human law on such a subject. Not does it wait
till sought or asked for aid ; but with step as light as ‘ soft distilling dews,” and at
the mi;nighl silent hour, goes forth in search of pinching want, and pining grief,
too feeble or too unsubdued, to seek or ask for charity. Nor is its searching
vain or difficult. For it threads no dark lane, nor crosses lowly threshold, nor
leans against a guide post; but before, behind,—on every hand, ruined hope
and disappointment, gnawing guilt, dispair, remorse, and want, upturn and look
it ghastly in the face. And it deals out with a bounteous hand.

This spitit, born of Ged in man, and charged with Heaven’s electric energy.
when set to work on earth, possesses a power and a force, at once unseen an
irresistible. This power overcomes the selfishness of avarice.

Man, by nature selfish—by habit, becomes avaricious. Avarice looks ex-
clusively to its own welfare, thus tending to weaken every bond of public union,
close the eye and ear to the pleadings of wretchedness and woe, dry up the
fountains of compassion, and turn the whole course of nature into one giovel-
ing, pinching, consuming love for gold. .

Charity on the contrary, warms the heart, moves the affections, unlocks the
coffers, and tends to reduce the man of want, and the man of wealth to a com-
mon brotherhood. It cannot winess the sigfn of the pennyless widow, and the
faltering plea of unsupplied age, the falling tears and outstreched arms of in-
fant orphanage in woe, without efforts to relieve. And thus by practice is pre-
pared to move at less exciling calls. L

This spirit has power also to overcome sectional prejudice, party distinctions,
and sectarian exclusiveness.

It ¢ hopeth all things, believeth all things.,” An important elementin the sys-
tem of revealed religion, it is also the pillar and ground of Mason::y. It eo per-
vades the whole Order, that if we could see its several Lodges, Chapters, En-
campments and Councils, represented in one grand convention or congress, the
emperor of the ¢ Middle Kingdom,” ““the haughty Tartar, and the turband
Turk, the Russian Czarand Briton’s Royal Highness,” the Kings and Princes,

-
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rulers and subjects of every tribe and tongue of earth, would there be found
wearing Charity’s mantle, sufficiently broad to hide all the political sin, and
national error, and individual deviation from custom, and diversity of opinion,
which each might see in all the others, without discarding or compromising
his own. This spirit would there, so pervade the whole, that each would return
to his home, a better ruler or more obedient subject, and all more firm believers
in the ruling power and superintending goodness of a common Father.
= This spirt of Charig;, unobstructed and in its full strength, would forestall all
bitter controversy in the Church; all reviling and detraction in the State, all
backbiting and slander in the social compact, and all feuds and broils in the do-
"mestic circle, and carry back this dark world to the very gates of its pristine
aradise. This spirit of Charity has another ghase of power equally interesting,—
it patiently endures the severest trials, the bitterest calumny, the vilest slander,
the most fiery persecution,

This is so plain upon its face, that I will only stop upon it long enough to
point you to a single 1llustration. And for this illustration will refer to the de-
velopment of the principle by the Craft before me.

A’ few years since an_excitement was commenced in the State of New York,
which like a raging conflagration generated and gathered to itself the necessary
element to fan and increase its flame, until the whole land was swept with a
perfect tornado of fire; leaving the very ashes thereof a prey to a blighting,
withering mildew. By it were swept into oblivion or consumed, the strongest
political compacts ; the oldest mercantile associations; the most endearing ties
of social intercourse. Yea, even the sacred precincts of the Church were in-
vaded, and its holiest rites prostituted to scenes little better than the reckless
rantings of an infuriated mob. Her best, her purest, her most venerable ¢ Priests
and Levites,” Bishops, Pastors and Deacons, were compelled to renounce, de-
nounce, and anathamatize this institution, or suffer excommunication.

The appellation ¢ Secret Society,” was sufficient to demonize any organiza-
tion and consign it to double infamy. How, under all this, did Charity act? Let
a single case, similar to thousands, answer. Go with me to the quiet village of
Syracuse, in the State of New York. It is the dark year of 28, ¢ Militar
Lodge” is in session. Their charter on our right, bears the names of Jaco
Morton, G. Master ; Edward Livingston, D. G. NT., and Daniel D. Tompkins, G.
S. Upon its list of members there you see the names of some of the strong-
est men who have honored the judicial bench or legislative halls of the Em-
pire State, or represented her in the councils of the nation. But this desolatin
scourge, this pestilential efluvia, this poisonous ichor, has bespread and diffuseﬁ
itself through the whole community. ¢ What shall we do?’ is the question on
the tapis. It has been discussed freely, fully, and at great length. But look! that
venerable man, clad in the emblems of high official station, rises to speak. Every
Leart beats low, and every eye rests on him. He commences thus : ¢ Brethren,
‘now abideth Faith, Hope, Charity, but the greatest of these is Charity.!
¢ Brethren, follow after Charity) The time has come to test the practical
strength of this, our cardinal virtue. Let us close this room, trasting to the jus-
tice of our covenant-keeping God, for a day when we can again open it without
offence to those! we love, who now hate and persecute us, not knowing what
they do.” The vote is taken without another argument, and passes without a
dissenting voice. The Bible, that ¢ great light” of Masonry, lies open on the
altar, the gavel on the Master’s desk, the charter hanging on the wall, and ail
the other implements, regalia, jewels, books, records, curtains, chairs and ink-
stands, are left in their places. Those Brethren, in solemn veneration bow and
offer prayer for themselves, the Craft they love, and their persecutors. And
now in silence they withdraw and lock and bolt their door. Time rolls on.
That venerable form sleeps with his fathers, and his compeers one after another
are laid by his side; and the wave of fiery desolation sweeps the last green blade
from their turf-covered tomb. TWENTYTHRZE YEARS have ed, patience has
had her perfect work and Charity is unchanged. The old men have passed
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away-and the young ones have become old. A few still live, and leaning upon
the top of their staves, go up to their former temple 1o worship. The bolt moves
at the touch of that unused key, the door creaks upon its rusty-hinges, and they
again with uncovered heads and in solemn silence enter that room and bow
again in prayer, where no human foot has trod for near a quarter of a century.
But there they find every article just as it was left ; and use the very ink of the
same old bottle to sign the petition for a new charter; and commence the record
of proceedings in the same book which chronicled the closing resolution in 1828,
Surely such Charity has no want of claim to the power of patient endurance
under persecution and trial.

Having referred you to a few brief illustrations of the enduring power of the
spirit of Charity, I now propose to pursue for a few moments the force of its ag-
gressive energy.

This is seen in its tfifiﬁ'usi've strength, Although it * vaunteth not itself,” and
makes no apparent effort for self-propagation, yet there is an inherent principle
of reproduchon, so interwoven with its nature, that no intelligent being can
become acquainted with its workings, without being attracted by the loveliness
of its character; and désirous of slaking his thirst from its stream. And having
slaked his own, he cannot, will not, fail to point, to call, to urge his fellows to the
same cooling fountain ; and as his reighbor drinks he lifts up his voice and ex-
claims

O thou noble scion of a heavenly root,

Born of a spirit king, spread forth, spread forth ;—
High to the stars thy fruitful branches shoot,
Deep dig thy fibres, round the ribs of earth.

From sea to sea, from South to icy North,

It must ere long be thine to stretch thy boughs.”

This force of diffusion is exerted just in proportion to the constaney of its exer-.
cise ; forexample :—In a given community there is constant demand for the active
exercise of charity. In that community there exists an association, a craft, or an
Order, founded upon, and living out, the principles of universal charity,” That
body, from day to day, and week to week, £spenses with a bountiful hand, bread
to the hungry, raiment for the nude, visits to the sick, and comfort to the mourn-
er. Tt will matter not that the initiation fee is large, the meetings frequent, long
continued and late at night, its temple gates will be crowded with applicants for
membership. And so long as this Fraternity continues thus to act, it will carry
this spirit forward with constantly accelerating force and speed till its most invete-
rate foes fall prostrate before it, and it plant itself in the richest vales and unfurl
its banners on the mountain tops of earth.

Nor do we want for illustration here. You may tread the endless coast and
skim the trackless main of the Pacific and Atlantic,the Arctic and Antarctic
oceans ;—the Okotsk, Middle, Red, and Caribean seas, trace the Columbia and
Amazon, the Irrawaddi and the Nile, from debouch to source, cross the Sahara
and climb the Andes, thread the Patagonian wilds and saunter through the groves
of China’s fertile plains, penetrate the unknown Ethiopa and dwell in ocean’s
isles, and you wiﬁ every where, and at each successive step, see the “sign,”
hear the ¢ token,” and feel the well known ¢ grip,” of free and accepted Masons.
This may be the only word you each can understand, the only language com-
mon to you both, Nor want you more ! It is enough to prove you Brothers!

Think you [ speak fables, or deal in hyperbole? Look at facts—China counts
the memgers of this Fraternity by thousands. Persia is almost a cluster of Ma-~
sonic Lodges, while northern and southern Africa and the islands of every sea
and ocean are full of its devotees. In the British dominions it has for ages,
embraced every grade, and every class from the crowned head (when a male) to
the veriest peasant. In the North American republic, no class, or %rade, or
creed, or faith, saving the Christian religion, equals its numbers. In all the Eu-
ropean States but Italy and Spain, where the Papal power is absolute, it is with-
outa rival. The crowned heads and royal houses of Sweden, Denmark, Prus-
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sia, Austria, Portugal and Brazil are its members, patrons and protectors, While
the national government of the United States, and Mexico, England, Belgium,
Holland, Germany and Switzerland, either directly foster or afford the largest lib-
erty and protection to the institution in all its efforts to promote the moral, the so-
cial and the charitable among men. Surely here is the partial result or diffusive
energy of no ordinary character. Nor will this energy cease till

“The dwellers in the vales and on the rocks,
Shout to each other, and the mountain tops
From distant mountains catch the flying joy—
Till nation after nation, taught the strain,

All earth shall send the choralecho round,
Thrice blessed bliss inspiring Charity,”

And even then its work will only be begun. Its aggressive force is not con-
fined to the day or age in which it acts. Tis not enough to now soothe sorrow’s
woe and heal misfortune’s present wound. The deed once done stamps itself pn
all the rolling future.

As the mellow tint once inwrought and permeating the solid mass of cloud-
less marble, withdraws itself no more, nor can be extracted, so the impress of
charity’s silent tread remains in all duration an ineffacable energy. Storms may
beat, and torrents roar, and tempests blow, and oceans break in fury over and
upon her tract and each will only purify from the sullying soil of earth and show
her native brilliance still more clear. And yet no tempest storm can pass over
without receiving thence some softly breathing fragrance to mingle with and
temper all its future course. While upon the surface and deep in the stream
of every torrent, sparkling with the beams of living light, and giving mellow
hues to the foaming crest of every ocean billow, will be seen the ever bright-
ning colors of this Divinely-born and human-grown—this tempore-Eternal Spirit,
Cuarity. The aggressive energy of this spirit is still farther seen in its culture
of the mind, its controlling the destinies of the race. Itis like an exhausiless
foantain, under the pressure of Omnipotence, constantly discharging from a thou-
sand spigots. I cannot irace them separately. Ionlyask your farther attention
to a brief examination of one which jutting from the apex scatters its waters in
every direction. It is the stream of literature. Through this channel Charity
operates upon minds in the kitchen and the parlor, in the drawing-room and the
nursery, in the cabin and the forecastle, in every stopping place and on every
thorougflfnre visited by man. She here strews the choicest, purest, holiest
thoughts bequeathed by heaven to earth; clothed in language, modest, simple,
Elain, grand, majestic, eloquent-inspiring, thrilling, moving—bound and un-

ound, in pamphlets ¢ pearl”” and folio, and thus from infancy to hoary age,
controls the mind, directs the thoughts, modifies the life, and turns the feet to-
wards heaven.

He whose charity supplies the sustaining crust, or ¢ drink of cold water,” 1o
the needy fellow-man, cﬁ)&;s a deed which God and man approve, Yet that deed
must be repeated or the victim will die but a day the later. While he whose
charity furnishes a book to calm ferocious hate, to cultivate the taste, to teach the
young the laws and ways and localities of earth, to point the aged in the way and
to the bliss of heaven, does a work not less pure than the other, and yet a self-re-
peating, reproducing, daily glowing work. Unlike the food and raiment which
perish with the using, that good book will read as well, and teach as much,
and act as forcibly on mind, a thousand times as once.

I do not mean by books, those which the bard describes

“Three volumed, and once read ; and often cramed
‘With poisonous error blackening every page,

And oftener still with trifling second-hand
Remark, and old, diseased, putrid thought,

And miserable incident, at war

‘With nature, with itself and truth, at war,

Yet charming still the greedy reader on,

Till done, he tries to reccllect his thoughts,

And nothing finds but dreaming emptiness.”
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I mean by books, such works as point to the doings of the Architect above—as
lead the mind to Midian's hill, where the patient man of Uz sang of goodness and
glory—the result of long and patient research and self-denying toil and perse-
vering purpose—works

“Composed of many thoughis, Possessmg each
Innate and underived vitﬁity.”

.

Such books make their mark and leave their impress, and reproduce their like
wherever they are studied. Such books, collected, housed and cared for, and
made accessible to the whole community, by the contributions of the charitable,
will exert an influence for good, outweighing all the gold of earth.

Such an effort as should thus result, could not fail to erect on Charity’s beautiful
pedestal, a column of magnitude and elevation—of beauty and of grandeur, une-
qualled ﬁy all the works of art. Upon this foundation, such an effort may erect
a superstructure, whose every pillarand every column—whose turrets and whose
towers, whose heaven pointing spire or majestic dome, will radiate light, purer .
in its purity, more far-reaching in its flight, and lighting up a darker distance in
the future, than all the ancient rites and oracles, famous temples and philosophie
schools combined. ’

THE REVELATIONS OF A SQUARE.
BY THE REV. GEORGE OLIVER, D. D.
CHAPTER XI11II.

DUNCKERLEY. FROM 1770 TO 1771.
¢ Do good to theim that hen_ nedy, and that shall pleyne me more and be better to the
than yf thou fastyd xl. yere on brede and water. Do good to thy power in all yt thou may,
and put pease and love amonge thy neyghhours, and it shall pleyse me more and he better
to the than if thow were every day rauyssht to henvon.”-?yhe Provfytable Boke for
Mannes Soul—Wyxskin px Worbk.
' “ Cryst then of hys hye

Zeve zow bothe wyyl‘te Zn sp::’e,

Wel thys boke to conne and rede,

Heven to have for zowre mede !

Amen ! amen ! So mot hyt be,

Say we so alle per charyte.”

OLp Masoxio MS.

“ “K watch{ul eve, a length of time
The wondrous circle did attend ;
The glory and the power be 1hine,
Which shall from age to age descend.”
DunckerLEY.

The Square thus moralized.in continuance of its Revelations :—

“The mind of man is an inscrutable mystery, past finding out. Talk of the
mysteries of Freemasonry, they are nothing to the enigma of the human mind.,
There are so many springs of thought—so many motives of action, that positive
results can never be divined by any series of preconceived notions. If a locomo-
tive is out of order, the engineer will speedily set it to rights ; if a vessel has lnst
its helm, the shipwright will restore it safe and sound ; but if a man’s ideas be-
come disarranged, it is twenty to one whether they ever resume their original
tone. In the course of my experieuce I have witnessed many well-regulated
Lodges; but the end has been attained by so many different processes, that I
have often wondered how they should happen to conduce to the same harmo-
nious conclusion.

« Br. Hesletine was a good Master ; and so was his successor, although differ-

4
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ing foto celo from eachother in character and style of government. The former
being appointed to the high office of Grand Secretary, in May, 1769, I was trans-
ferred at the ensuing election of officers to a young but very zealous Mason,
named Dagge, who had served as a warden in the Caledonian Lodge, holden at
¢ The 8hip,’ in Leadenhall street. Being in easy circumstances, he devoted the
greater portion of his tiine to the study of Masonry, and the duties of the Lodge ;
rand as industry generally produces excellence, he soon hecame a proficient in the
art.

It may be plainly seen that Br. Dagge had a great affection for the Order; and
if his enthusiasm did not, like that of the Spanish Don, cause him to mistake
windmills for giants, Benedictines for enchanters, and a flock of harmless sheep
for an army of ‘divers and innumerable nations,’ bristling with lances, and ad-
vancing, with banners displayed and trumpets sounding, to the charge, it some-
times led him into ludicrous situations. He would occasionally, when he had an
hour to spare, get the key of the Lodge-room from Mrs. Kitching, the woman in
whose custody it was deposited, and locking himself in, would open the Lodge,
Iecture the empty benches with becoming gravity, close the Lodge, lock the
door, and take his departure, very much edified with this supererogatory exer-
cise.

“ This occurred so often in the early part of his career as Master of the Lodge,
that two or three of his most intimate friends concocted a scheme for detecting
him in the fact. Having arranged their plans, with the assistance of Mrs. Kitch-
ing, they watched his motions, and very soon had the satisfaction of surprising
him in the act of riding his hobby at rail-road speed. When he next called for
the key,—after pretending to search for it, first in one place, then in another,—
the woman said, ‘Oh, I remember, I swept out the Lodge, and dusted the furni-
ture yesterday, and forgot to lock the door; I must have left the key in the lock.
You will find the door open, sir” The door indeed was open, but the key had
been removed ; and consequently he was unable to secure himself, as usual, from
interruption. He cared very little for this, as he had not the slightest anticipa-
tion of being intruded on. He placed me on bhis breast, and mounting his ros-
trum before the pedestal, opened the Lodge, and commenced the first lecture,
addressing his imaginary wardens and brethren, with all due seriousness and de-
corum, with

«¢ Br. Senior Warden, where did you and I first meet ? and the lecturer went
swimmingly on through the first three sections.

“ While he was thus engaged, Mrs. Kitching, the agent of mischief, sent a mes-
sage to the conspirators to apprize them that the mouse was in the trap. By the
time they were assembled below, Br. Dagge had got into the marrow of his subjeet,
and was enlightening the benches and tables on the theological virtues, with his
mind wholly wrapped up in the fascinating employment, when, at a pause in the
discourse, he fancied he heard something like a suppressed titter. No—it could
not be :—his ears had deceived him. He looked at the entrance-door from the
Tyler’s room—it was closely tyled :—he listened,—all was silent, and he resumed
the thread of his argument, on the chequered scenes of life figured in the Mo-
saic pavement of the Lodge. ¢To-day success may crown our labors, while to-
morrow we may be suddenly surprised,’—again the same noise was repeated.
¢What can it be ? said Br. Dagge to himself; ¢Oh, some people in the garden
below. I wish Mrs. Kitching would be nore on her guard.’ Satisfied with this
conclusion, he started off again in full career. ¢ Then let us ever act according
to the dictates of reason and religion, and cultivate harmony, maintain charity,
and live in unity and brotherly love !”?

“ At this point the door opened, and in walked three Brethren, with Mrs. Kitch-
ing at their heels, freely indulging in the laugh they could no longer restrain.
¢ Capital !’ they shouted. ¢ Ah! Dagge, my boy! exclaimed Br. Hesletine, ‘I
am glad to see you in harness! Take care the hobby does not throw you !’
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“¢R. W. Sir, said Br. Rowland Berkeley, who was one of the party, with an
appearance of great respect, ‘ we hope the Brethren are edified.’

¢ They are very silent and attentive,’ said Br. Bottomley, ¢ as in duty bound !
and are no doubt considerably benefitted by such a learned dissertation.’

¢ Aye,’ rejoined Br. Hesletine ; ¢sure never R. W. M. was blessed with such
an obedient Lodge of Brethren. There is not a scalded sheep amongst them.
Hope you will favor us with a touch of yopr quality, R. W. Sir.!

¢ ¢ What have you done with the key ?” Mrs. Kitching slily asked, with & mis-
chievous leer at her companions. ¢I hope you have not taken it out of the lock,
for I dont see it there.’ '

“ This brought on an uproarius peal of laughter from the conspirators, as Br.
Dagge descended from his elevation to meet his brother officers.

“ He met the joke,” said the Square, ¢ with his vsual good nature,—for he was
too enthusiastic to care any thing for their jeers. [Finis coronat opus was his mot-
to, and he worked it out famously. Freemasonry was his hobby. He rode it
hard, and it mattered little who saw him mounted. And this is the feeling
which leads to success and eminence, as it actually did in his case; for he rose
to the office of 8. G. W. in 1778. :

¢ At the expiration of Br. Dagge’s year, during which the circumstances of the

Lodge were greatly improved, I had the good fortune to fall into the hands of the
most eminent Mason of the age,” my garrulous companion continued—* Br.
“Thomas Dunckerley, an expert Mason, and a good tactician. He was supposed
to be the natural son of King George the Second, and his manners did not belie
his breeding. He was a perfect gentleman, and a ripe scholar ; combining a
knowledge of science and philosophy with grace and dignity of deportwment, and
the uniform practice of every moral and religious duty. At the period now un-
der consideration he was a student at one of the inuos of court, and was in due
time called to the bar.

- ¢ Though conversant in scientific and philosophical researches, he was of too
virtuous and vigorous a frame of mind, and too well grounded in his religious and
moral principles, ever to suffer philosophy to lead to infidelity ; but all the Chris-
tian truths received his most hearty concurrence, and all the Christian virtues his
most constant practice.

“In the Lodge he intermingled the fortiler in re so judiciously with the suavi-
ter in modo, that while the society over which he presided was in the highest
state of discipline, there was an ease and comfort amongst the Brethren which
elevated the character of the Lodge to a distinguished celebrity, and procured
for us the honor of many distinguished visitors, who all admired the quiet and
easy deportment of Br. Dunckerley inthe chair, and the orderly and respectful con-
duct of the Brethren. ‘ [

. % In conducting the business of the Lodge, Br. Dunckerley did not content him-
self with the usual commonplace demonstrations contained in the Lodge lectures,
but, like a skilful navigator, boldly launched forth into uunknown seas, in the
hope of discovering regions hitherto unexplored, where he might work a virgin
soil in search of unfolded riches, or detect the germ of new and interesting sour-
ces of knowledge. And he was eminently successful ; for he discovered and
brought to light a hidden vein of science which had escaped the penetration of all -
the eminent men who had preceded him in the same track. His indefatigable ex-
ertions and self-devotion to the holy cause soon advanced him to the greatest
dignities Freemasonry had in her power to bestow.

“ By the indefatigable assiduity of this truly Masonic luminary, Masonry made
considerable progress, not only within his own province of Hampshire, but in many
other counties in England. In grateful testimony of his zealous exertion for
many years to promote the honor and interest of the Society, the Grand Lodge
conferred upon him the rank of Past Senior Grand Warden, and that in all pro-
cessions he was entitled to take place near the present Senior Grand Warden for
the time being.

’



¢ He was also Provincial Grand Master for the city and county of Bristol, the
counties of Doraet, Essex, Gloucester, Hereford, Somerset, Southampton, and the
Isle of Wight ; Grand Superintendent and Past Grand Master of Royal Arch
Masons for the city and county of Bristol, the counties of Dorset, Essex, Glouces-
ter, Hereford, Kent, Nottingham, Semerset, Southampton, Surrey, Suffolk, Sussex,
and Warwick,,under the patronage of His Royal Highnees the Duke of Clar-
ence ; most eminent and Supreme Grand Master of Knights of Rosa Crucis, Tem-
5:"" K. H., &c. of England, under his Royal Highness Prince Edward, Patron of

e Order.

“Brother Dunckerley was well known as a Mason,” the Square contiriued,
“and had acquired a competent general knowledge of the Craft before the
period in which I am ijutroducing him to your notice, for he delivered a charge
at Plymouth in 1757 on* the Light and Truth of Masonry,* which in a printed
form spread through the length and breadth of the land, and will be known
and admired as long as Masoury endures. I had the gratification of being present
at its delivery, and can assure you that the exquisite grace of the orator, and the
rich modulation of his musical voice, entranced the hearers. The feelings of the
Brethren were wound up to such a pitch of intensity that a pin might have been
heard to drop in the midst of that numerous assembly, There was silence in
heaven for the space of half an hour.

“ After this time he saw a great deal of service as an officer in the navy, and
was at the taking of Quebec. The roar of cannon, and the outcry of bloody con-
flict, however proved insufficient to stifle the still small voice of benevolence and
peace which reigned triumphant in his bosom, and he had only returned to this
country a short time before he was invited to accept the office of R. W. M. of our
Lodge. He delivered two other addresses—one at Marlborough, and the other
at Colchester, which increased his popularity as a Mason, and were printed and
extensively circulated amongst the Craft.

MASONIC CORRESPONDENCE.

Rome, Geo. Sept. 21, 1852.

Com. Mooxe— * % % % % %  We have two blue Lodges, a
Chapter, and Council in this city. All the strife that ever existed between our
Brethren has long since been buried in oblivion, which leaves our Masonic horizon
bright and serene—illuminated by our skilful Master—and we are now gliding
smoothly on the soft wings of peace and prosperity ; not a single wave beats against
the sides of the time-honored old ship, to mar our happiness, as humble followers of
our iflustrions ancestors. We are looking forward to the 4th of November next,
with great anxiety ; at which time we expect to celebrate that day, in memory of
our Brother, the immortal WasaincTon ; and I hope all other Brethren will do
likewise.

Rome, Georgia, I think, can boast of as many good and true Brethren as any
other place of its size, still, I am sorry to say, we have some who would not be an
ornament to any society ; but, thank God, they are few. We have had the painful
duty to perform of following some of our best Brethren to the grave, and to mourn
their loss. Fraternally yours,

THOMAS J. PERRY,

* ¢ The Light and Truth of Masonry explained ; being the substance of a Charge deliv-
ered at Plymouth in April, 1767. By 'Thomas Dunckerley,” Davey and Law, 1767, See
Golden Rem. Vol. L. p. 137,
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THE LATE BISHOP CHASE.

THE venerable man whose death is the subject of the following resolutions,
was born in New Hampshire. Thirtyfive years ago he removed to Ohio, In
1819 he became Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in that State. He
established there a College and a Theological Seminary. The funds for the en-
dowment of these institutions he collected by his own personal application, both
in this country and in England. He subsequently resigned the Episcopate of
Ohio and removed to Illinois, of which State he was elected Bishop, and in ad-
vanced life again commenced the work of extending and building up, in a new
country, the church of which he was an eminent minister. In furtherance of
this great purpose, he laid the foundation of another College, which, together
with the institutions in Ohio, promise to rank among the most useful Seminaries
of learning at the West,

Bishop Chase was an extraordinary man. In many points, he had but few
equals. He was distinguished by great decision of character—a strong faith—an
indomitable energy, and a clear mind. Blest with a vigorous constitution, he
was enabled-to perform immense labor, and to endure great exposure, as a pio-
neer patriarch, in the performance of the duties of his office, through the length
and breadth of a newly settled country, His life was attended by constant toil
and self-denial, and was marked by constant success. He was spared to a good
old age, and with a character of unblemished purity, he has been gathered to
his fathers, to receive the reward promised to him who is faithful unto death.
Such a man would be an honor to any institution ; he was surely an ornament ta
our own :—

At a special communication of Lafayétte Royal Arch Chapter, No. 2, Chicago,
Illinois, held at Masenic Hall, Thursday evening, September 30th, A. D. 1852,
A. 1. 2386, the following preamble and resolutions were unanimously adopt-
ed:—

‘Whereas it has pleased the Supreme' Grand Parent of the Universe to call from labor
on earth to refreshment in the celestial Lodge, our venerable Brother and Com-
panion, the Right Reverend PuiLanper Cuasg, D. D., therefore

Resolved, That this Chapter has heard, with the deepest sensibility, the announce-
ment of the death of our venerable Brother and Companion, Right Rev. Philander
Chase, D. D.—honored and beloved for the unswerving attachment, that he ever
maintained to the principles and usages of our ancient and honorable Fraternity ;
the uprightness, integrity and piety that ever characterized his long and active life ;
the ardor, zeal and faithfulness, with which he discharged for over half a century
the various and weighty duties of his high and holy vocation.

Resolved, That while this Chapter bows with reverent submission to the mandate
of the Supreme Grand Master, and acknowledges that the Lorp of all the earth
doeth right—this Chapter cannot withhold the expression of unfeigned sorrow for
the loss, and veneration for the virtues of their venerable and Right Rev. Compan-
ion, whose life was one of unremitting self-denial and effort in the dissemination of
religious truth and the promotion of sound and liberal education.

Resolved, That to the honored widow of the deceased, and other members of his
family, this Chapter tenders the assurance of their condolence in their afilictive and
irreparable bereavement.

»
-
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Resolved, That the above resolutions be published in the several daily papers of
this city, and in Moore’s Masonic Magazine, in Boston, and that a copy be forward-

ed to the afflicted family.
J. H. BIRD, M. E. H. P.

Attest : J. P. HarrieLp, Secretary.

Obituary.
Hox. FRANCIS BAYLIES.

WE regret to learn that our distinguished Brother Hon. Fraxscis Bayvrizs, died at
his residence in Taunton, on Thursday last. He was buried with Masonic ceremo-
nies on Saturday. We shall notice his death more at length in a future number.

-Brorrer JOHN W. LOWE.

Thomaston, Geo., Oct. 9, 1852.

Ar a called meeting of Morning Star Lodge, No. 27, of Free and Accepted Ma-
sons, the following Preamble and Resolutions were presented by Br. Ansel T.
Shackelford, and unanimously adopted.

Whereas it has pleased the Great Architect of the Universe, in the dispensation of
his All-wise Providence, to remove from us our highly esteemed and much be-
loved Brother Josn W. Lowk, who departed this life on the Sth inst.,, aged 23
years and 10 days.

Although cut down in the prime of life and in the midst of usefulness, he gave
very satisfactory evidence of a well grounded hope of eternal life beyond the grave,
through the atoning sacrifice and worthy merits of a crucified Saviour. Hence we
are happy in believing that he has been called from the perishable objects of this
world, td the enjoyments of the Saint’s everlasting rest; and that although his
earthly house of this tabernacle is dissolved, he has a building of God, a house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens; therefore we would submissively bow
with humble resignation to thy Providence, Oh God ; that throagh thy mercy, our
loss is his eternal gain.

Our Brother, while on his death-bed, bore testimony to the fact, that our beloved
Order, has the sanction of high heaven, and that Masonry is the handmaid to reli-
gion ; he then stated, that his heart was ﬁrgt awakened to a sense of his lost condi-
tion without an application of the atoning merits of a Crucified Redeemer, while
listening to the instructions taught in the Lodge room.

He has left a fond father, a beloved sister, numerous friends, and an affectionate
wife, to whom, he had been but a few short weeks previous 10 his death, united by
the sacred tie of conjugal affection, and with whom, seemed to be surrounded by
all the endearments which bind man to earth. But amidst the bright hour of his
earthly existence, the solemn signal was given.

In the death of our Brother the ¢hain by which we were united, man to man, has
been severed ; yet the high respect we entertain for his memory, demands an ex-
pression of our feelings on this occasion, therefore

,Resolved, That we regret and lament the deep aflliction that has fallen upon the
family and friends of our departed Brother, and we hereby offer them our sympa.
thy and condolence, for the great loss they have sustained.
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Resolved, That we wear the usual badge of mourning thirty days, and that the
furniture and jewels of this Lodge be clothed in mourning, as a token of respect for
our deceased Brother.

Resolved, That this Preamble and Resolutions be placed on the minutes of the
Lodge, and a copy be forwarded to the public press; and that the father and widow
be presented with a copy of the same.

Georce L. F. Birpsong, W. M.
A. T. Ssacxerrorp, Secretary.

Broruzz ANTHONY STEPHENS.

Died, at his father's residence, near Fort Jesup, Sabine Parish, La., Sept. 28, 1852,
Mr. AxteONY STEPHENS, son of Rev. W. D. Stephens, aged 27 years.

At the time of his death Brother Stephens was acting as Senior Warden in Sabine
Lodge, No. 75. He was made a Mason in the year 1848, and has ever since been a
worthy and zealous supporter of the sublime principles of our Order. He has also,
embraced the Christian religion for a number of years past, and his walk during
that period has been marked with unbiased devotion to the Great Architect of the
Universe.

At a meeting of Sabine Lodge, the following Preamble and Resolutions were
adopted :—

‘Whereas it has pleased the Great God to remove our worthy and beloved Brother
from among us, to realms of eternal bliss, end« thereby deprive an affectionate
father, mother, brothers and sisters of the society of one with whom angels rejoice
to mingle, Therefore

Resolved, That in the decease of our Brother Stephens, the Masonic Fraternity
has sustained the loss of one of its most worthy advocates.

Resolved, That Sabine Lodge, of which he was a member, lament hls loss, both
as an exemplary Christian, and an upright and steadfast Mason.

Resolved, That the appropriate furniture and jewels of this Lodge be clothed in
mourning for the usual space of time, and that each member shall wear a badge of
the same, in evidence of our humiliating sorrow for the loss of a beloved Brother.

Resolved, That we deeply sympathize with the bereaved family of our deceased
worthy Brother, for the loss of one who cannot be supplied in their affections.

Resolved, That the Secretary be requested and authorized to forward a copy of
these resolutions to the family of our departed Brother, and also a copy of the same
to the Freemasons’ Magazine, for publication.

By order of the Lodge, R. C. Ricrarpson, Secretary.

BrorrEr WILLIAM J. IVES.

Died at Detroit, Mich., Sept. 27, WiLriax J. Ives, aged 29 years and 8 months.

Mr. Ives has been sudden]y stricken down in the very prime of early manhood,
leaving behind the fragrant memory of his many virtues. Reared among us from
boyhood, he had acquired the esteem and affection of a constantly increasing circle
of friends, by the modesty of his demeanor, the kindness of his heart, and the up-
rightness and industry of his conduct.

Among the Masonic Fraternity, his memory will long be held in most affection-
ate remembrance, from his devotion to the noble principles of the Order, and his
faithful and zealous discharge of the duties of the several important offices in that
body, which he was spontaneously called upon to fill.—Detroit Adv.
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’ MASONIC CHIT CHAT.

Postroxen,—In consequence of the death
of the Hon. Daxier WessTEr, and the pe-
culiar state of the public feeling in this city,

quent th , taken in tion with
the fact, that Faneuil Hall, where the cere-
monies were to take place, has been dressed
in mourning by the city authorities, the Com-
mittee, under the advice of the Grand Mas.
ter, have decmed it expedient and proper to
postpone the contemplated celebration of the
initiation of WAsHiNGToN until a futare day,
of which due notice will be given.

0@~ The Brethren of Fredericksburg Lodge;
No. 4, celebrate the coining anniversary of
the initiation of Gen. Washington, at Mount
Vernon, on the 4th inst.

~We accidentally omitted in our last to
notice, that the M. W. Brother T. S. PArviy,
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Iowa,
had issued authority to the Lodges within
his jurisdiction, to assemble on the 4th jast.,
to celebrate, in such form as they may deter-
mine, the hundredth anniversary of the ini-
tiation of Washington. He recommends
that a contribution be taken up for the pur-
pose of procuring a stone for the Washington
Monument.

—

GeN. Graxp Lopae.—The Grand Lodge
of Maine, at its annual communication in
May last, adopted a report favorahle to the
organization of a General Grand Lodge, and
ordered it to be communicated to the differ-
ent Grand Lodges in the country. A copy
of the report has been politely sent to us,
but it came to hand at too late a day for a
more particular notice this month.

G. ExcaMPMENT OF MaiNne.—A Grand
Encampment for the State of Maine, was or-
ganized at Portland, on the 5th of May last,
by the election of Sir Charles B. Smith, of
Portland, G. M,; Jus. C. Stevens, of Ban-
gor, D. G. M.; Freeman Bradford, of Port-
land, G. G. ; John Williams, of Bangor, G.
C. G., and the other officers usual in such
bodies. Sir Moses Dodge, of Portland, is
the Recorder. The 1 is to be
held at Portland, on the first Thursday in
May of each year.

Cavrion.—We are requested to caution
the Lodges against an itinerant mendicant o
the name of CLEmMMoNs, hailing from a Lodge
in Ireland. He was recently in Rhode Isl-
and, aod is now, probably, travelling about
the country.

_Foa SaLg—A com_;;u set of this Maga-
zine.

WanTtep—Any odd numbers of the ist
and 2d vols. of this Magazine. Brethren
having such will oblige by forwarding them
to this office. '

7> We learn from the Masouic Miscellany
that a Consistory of Sov. P. R. 3., 32 de-
gree, was organized at Louisville, Ky., on
the 10th Sept. last, under the authority of the
Supreme Council 33d for the Southern Juris-
diction.

17" We can only say to our correspondent
at Mouat Solon, that we know nothing ahout
conferring the P. Master's deg. on Wardens.

Iy Wehave to acknowledge the receipt of
a second copy of an Address delivered the
last year before the Grand Lodge of Georgia,
by Br, W. S. Rockwell. The first copy sent
us got mislaid, and the existence of it es-
caped our recollection. We shall avail of
the earliest opportunity to read and refer to
it again.

[T A correspondent, writing from Oxford,
N.C., says, “ The Fraternity in this section
is in a flourishing condition. ~ The danger is
that it is becoming too popular, and that bad
matenal will gel into the work. Soiwne is al-
ready in. St. John's (Masonic) College, at
this place, is progressing slowly. Increasad
energy will ensure it success.”

§9~A venerable Brother of the name of
John Wright, died at Weymouth, N. S,, in
Sept. last. He was the oldest man and Ma-
son in the county of Digby, being ninéty years
of age. He had been lor nearly seventy years
an ancient York Mason. He was buried in
Masonic form. X

TsE TresTLE-BoARD can be had st the
Store of Emanuel & Cabaness, Vicksburg,
and of R. W. William P. Mellen, Nalchez,
Mississippi. S. R. Whitten & Co., Louis-
ville, Mizs., also have the work on sale.

[0G™Br. Samuel E. Barbee, of Paris, Ten.
is an authorized Agent for this Magezine and
the Trestle-Board.

{G™Br. John H. Gihon, of San Frrancisco,
California, is Agent for this Magazine, and
for the Trestle-Board, in that city, Orders
for either work will be received and answer-
ed by him.
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MAKING MASONS AT SIGHT.

THE apparent primary cause of the unfortunate difficulty that has
recently arisen among our Brethren in California, may be traced directly
to the opinion which seems to be entertained by their Grand Master, that
by virtue of his place, he is invested with plenary power to ‘ make Ma-
sons at sight,” without regard to circumstances or conditions. In other
‘and more intelligible words, that as Grand Master, he is privileged to
make Masons of anybody, anywhere, and in any manner, that shall suit
his convenience, his whims, or his prejudices. This is his theory. Its
practical illustration is to be seen in his acts.*

If the principle he has thus boldly set up be true, it involves consider-
ations and consequences of momentous importance to the future peace
and prosperity of our Institution in this country. In any light in which
we can view it, the doctrine is to our mind startling in its aspects, and
portentous in its results, It is either true, and the Grand Master is above
the law ; or it is not true, and he is but the executive of the law; to
which, in common with all his Brethren, he is amenable. He is either
the centre in which all power is lodged, and from which all authority ema-
nates ; or he is amenable to a power higher than himself. He is either
the embodiment of a despotism ; or he is the representative of a free and
intelligent constituency. He is either above the law, or under the law.
If above the law, ‘ to himself alone, he is accountable ;” and in the eye of
the law, ¢ can do no wrong.” If under the law, he is amenable to the law,
and may do great wrong. Which is true ?

It is our misfortune to differ from some intelligent Brethren who have
favored the Fraternity with their opinions on this subject. That Grand
Masters possess the power to make, or authorize others to ¢ make Masons
at sight,” under proper circumstances and limitations, we suppose to be a

*See this Magazine for last month, page 5.
5



34 . MAKING MASONS AT SIGHT.

.

proposition that does not admit of a negation. But that they may so
make Masons without regard to conditions or limitations, is more than we
are at present prepared to concede. As early as 1663, under the Grand
Mastership of the Earl of St. Albans, it was decreed, as a permanent regu-
lation, ¢ that no person, of what degree soever, shall be accepted a Free-
mason, unless in a regular Lodge,* whereof one to be Master or a War-
den,. in that division (or District) where such Lodge is kept, (regularly
held), and another to be a Craftsman in Masonry.” Prior to this period,
little regard was paid to the manuer of holding Lodges or the making
of Masons. They were then made “at sight,” anywhere and by any
competent Master or Warden. The Grand Master could then make Ma-
sons, as claimed by our Brother in California, * at will,”” and without re-
gard to preliminaries or restrictions. It wasnot a prerogative of his office.
It was a right or privilege enjoyed equally by his Brethren of infe-
rior rank. The foregoing regulation was adopted. The right of ma-
king Masons at sight remained intact. But “no person, of what de-
gree soever,” whether prince or peasant, could be *accepted a Freema.
son, unless in a REGULAR Lodge,” formed and organized in the manner
prescribed. This was then the condition and limitation.

At the reorganization of Masonry in year 1717, so much of the regula-
tion of 1663, as defines what constitutes a “ regular Lodge,” was taken
into a new draft, as follows :—

“The privilege of assembling as Masons, which has been hitherto unlimited,
shall be vested in certain Lodges or assemblies of Masons, convened in certain pla-
ces ; and every Lodge to be hereafter convened, except the four old Lodges at this
time existing, shall be legally authorized to act by warrant from the Grand Master
for the time being, granted to certain individuals by petition, with the consent and
approbation of the Grand Lodge in communication ; and without such warrant no
Lodge shall be hereafter deemed regular or constitutional.”

The adoption of this regulation did not repeal or impair that part of the
regulation of 1663, which declares that  no person, of what degree so-
ever, shall be accepted a Freemason, except in a regular Lodge.” That
remained as it originally stood, and as it stands now. It was in the na-
ture of an explanatory regulation, and defined what should thereafter
constitute a regular Lodge ; and in which alone Masons could be lawfully
made.

But there was yet another element wanted in order to afford full
protection to the Lodges against the danger to which they were expos-
ed under the practice of making Masons at sight ; for there was then no

*A regular Lodge is one formed in accordance with the authorized usage or prescribed
regulations of the supreme authority, at the time of its organization. - - - —-—-:-
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rule on the subject. This was supplied by the adoption of the following
regulation in 1758 :—

% That no Lodge shall ever make a Mason without due inquiry into his character ;
neither shall any Lodge be permitted to make and raise the same Brother, at one
and the same meeting, without a dispensatien from the Grand Master, which, on
very particular occasions only, may be requested.”

As the Lodges could not * make due inquiry into the character” of a
candidate until his name had been proposed, this regulation has been in-
terpreted by the Grand Lodge of England to mean, that ‘“no person
shall be made a Mason without a regular proposition at one Lodge, and a
ballot at the next regular stated Lodge ; nor until his name, addition or
profession, and place of abode, shall have been sent to all the members,
in the summons.” And the interpretation has received the sanction and
concurrence of all regular Grand Lodges that have since been estab-
lished.

In the manner here pointed out—and in this way only—can any * per-
son, of what degree soever,”’ be lawfully and regularly ¢ accepted a Free-
mason.” And at this point terminated, we trust forever, the loose and in-
judicious practice of making Masons at sighf,—at least, so far as re.
spects any other than Grand Lodges. Were they authorized to continue
it? This question is not without its difficulties. The reliable Constitu-
tions are silent on the subject. The term, * making Masons at sight,” is
not known to them. It has its origin in another and less credible source.
To find it we must leave the paths of true Masonry, and seek it in a body
which was spurious in its organization, and impure in its practices. We
speak of the term. The principle may be found in the practice, though
the words be absent.

In the ¢ Ahiman Rezon,” by Laurence Dermott,—Secretary and, sub-
sequently, Deputy Grand Master of the illegal Grand Lodge at London,
in the middle of the last century,—as published by the Grand Lodge of
Pennsylvania in 1781, we find the following :—

¢« It is the prerogative of the Grand Lodge,* and the R. W. Grand Master has
full power and authority (when the Grand Lodge is duly assembled), to make or cause
to be made in his Worship’s presence, free and accepted Masons at sight, and such

making is good ; but they cannot be made out of his Worship’s presence,} without
his written dispensation} for that purpose.”$

#Not of the Grand Master, as has been maintained. 4

+That is, (as we understand the restriction,) oat of the Grand Lodge.

$This power is still in force, and we may add, too freely exercised. The Grand Master
dispenses with the previous proposition of the name, and the time required before the ballot-
ing s but not with the * due inquiry into character,”* nor with the notice to members. In
this sense, Lodges, as before 1717, continue to ** make Masons at sight,”—that is, the con-
stitutional provision as to time, is dispensed with, and the candidate is made at once.

$It is worthy of remark, that this paragraph (for Dermott does not seem to have regarded

.
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In our appreciation of it, this regulation embraces the usage which
obtained with our Brethren in England, from and after the re-organization
of the Fraternity at London in 1717. While it secures to the Lodges
their just rights, and protects the Order against abuse from indiscreet or
evil-disposed Grand Masters, to our mind it relieves the subject of all
embarrassment. Its terms are clear and comprehensive. * It is the pre-
rogative of the Grand Lodge” to make ¢ free and accepted Masons, at
sight.” What is the prerogative of one, cannot be rightfully exercised by
another. When a right or privilege is held in common with another, it
ceases to be a prerogative. If the right to make Masons at sight be the
prerogative of the Grand Lodge, it is not a prerogative of the Grand
Master. His authority to make Masons at sight is, - therefore, if our
reasoning be correct, a limited and qualified power. 1t is restricted by the
terms of the rule, to be exercised only * when the Grand Lodge is duly
assembled.”” 'The usual preliminaries required of subordinate Lodges, are
then, by virtue of an inherent power in the Grand Lodge, disponsed with ;
and he may lawfully proceed to make, or in case of inability or disincli-
nation personally to perform the work, cause to be made, ¢ free and
accepted Masons, at sight.”

The regulation of 1717, was adopted as it stands above. It relates
wholly to the ¢ privilege of assembling” for the purpose of making
Masons. It provides that such assemblies shall not be lawful, unless
authorized by ¢ warrant from the Grand Master,’” granted on petition,
with the ¢ consent and approbation of the Grand Lodge.” In 1741, the
Grand ‘Lodge ordered,  that no new Lodge for the future, should be
constituted within the Bills of Mortality, without the consent of the
Brethren assembled in quarterly communication, first {obtained. But
this order,” says Entick, * afterwards appearing to be an infringement on

it as a regulation), does not appear in the first edition of the Abiman Rezon. We are told
that it is to be found in the edition of 1772. That we have not before us. It is contained in
the constitutions of the Grand Lodge of New York of 1824, verbally as it is here given. It
stands there as anold * constitation,” Nevertheless, in the regulations of the same body as
revised and published in 1832, it is omitted for the following substitute, viz :—* He (the
Grand Master) may make Masons at sight, and for this purpose may summon such Brethrer
as he may deem necessary to assist him.” The difference is material ; but we need mot
here stop to discuss it. We next find it, in still another form, in Cole’s compilation, called
* the Freemasons’ Library and General Ahiman Rezon”—a work of litile value, like most
of the hundreds of similar compilations which have been pirated and thrust upon the Frater-
nity as Masonic guides, within the last quarter of a century. It is there given as an explan-
atory NoTE, and, as such, purports to be copied from Dermott’s work of 1772. It there as.
sumes neither the dignity of a constitution, nor yet of a regulation. There is an impor-
tant difference in it, however, as given by Cole and as it is given in the Pennsylvania
work. As the former gives it, the material, qualifying clause, within the parenthesis, is
wholly omitted. The reader will note this.
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the prerogative of the Grand Master, and tobe attended with many incon.
veniences, and with damage to the Craft, was repealed.”® It might be
hyperecritical to ask, what was repealed ? The first regulation had been
in existence a quarter of a century. Had the Grand Lodge been that
length of time in discovering that its provisions were an “ infringement on
the prerogative of the Grand Master,” in establishing Lodges? Or did
the second regulation, or order, deny to him the right to constitute Lodges
after the prescribed formula, without the consent of the Grand Lodge?
‘The language is not altogether clear; but the intention undoubtedly was
to restore to him, (for he had not possessed it since the re-organization of
the Fraternity in 1717—when many things which had before been regard-
ed as prerogatives were brought. under rules,) the privilege of granting
warrants for the organization of Lodges, without the previous action of
the Grand Lodge. This is conceded. But we cannot so readily concede
the argument attempted to be drawn from it, that because the Grand
Master may issue his warrantto a competent number of petitioners,
authorizing them to assemble as a Lodge and make Masons, he may
therefore make them himself, without the aid of any Lodge, constituted
in the form and mauner, and for the purpose contemplated by the regula-
tion. It is asking too much, when we are required to concede that the
Grand Lodge of England in 1741, in restoring to the Grand Mastera
power which, anterior to 1717, was vested in every Master and Warden
within a given district,~namely, to create Lodges,—intended to invest
him with a power in direct rivalry and competition with the Lodges then
and thereafter to be constituted, and which were to become, constituent
parts of itsown body. It is enough to ask us to consent that the Grand
Lodge in 1741, knew better than the Brethren who formed the original
. Grand Lodge in 1717, and enacted laws for its own and the future govern-
ment of the Lodges, what, under the altered and progressive circumstances
of the Fraternity, it was proper to reserve as prerogatives of the Grand
Master. We will not contest this, But it is obvious that at the re-organi-
zation of the Order in 1717, the Grand Lodge then formed, believed it
bad the power, and intended to deny to the Grand Master, as it did to every-
body else, the right to constitute Lodges, without the * consent and appro-
bation of the Grand Lodge in communication.” The Grand Lodge of
1741, thought proper to assume the right to rescind this rule, and reinvest
the Grand Master with a power which he had anciently enjoyed, not as a

# This was only a re-enactment of the regulation of 1717,—called for probably on account
of some recent disregard of its restrictions, occasioned by the delay of waiting the action of
the Grand Lodge. Hence its inconvenience ; and hence also, perhaps, the discovery that it
was an * infringement on the prerogative of the Grand Master.” We do not find t.he orc'ier
among the regulations given in the Constitutious, nor any other notice of its reconsideration
than the above,
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prerogative, but in common with his Brethren of inferior rank. Had it
rescinded the entire rule, it would have left the power on -its original
basis—as an inherent privilege—but it would have ebnegated the orig-
inal purpose of its own organization.

In this country there is a diversity of practice in the manner of insti-
tuting Lodges. We here differ from the existing practice of our English
Brethren, without a precise conformity to the rule, either as originally

- adopted, or amended. Where the power of the Grand Master to estab-
lish Lodges, is constitutionally recognized by our Grand Ledges, it is, we
believe, in all cases limited, in the extent to which it may be exercised,
by the terms of its recognition. The Grand Master, by his Dispensation,
may authorize the organization of incokate Lodges, to exist for a fixed
and definite period ; at the expiration of which time they terminate by
their own limitation, unless continued by the authority of the Grand
Lodge. Here the power of the Grand Master is clearly a limited power.
It is under the control of the Grand Lodge ; and therefore of the nature
of a delegated power, which the Grand Lodge may revoke or restrict. In .
some instances, as in the case of the Grand Lodges of Tennessee and
Kentucky, this power is not vested in'the Grand Master ; but is retained
by constitutional provision in the Grand Lodge. Thus literally following
the rule as given by Dermott, and regarding the power as “the preroga.

“tive of the Grand Lodge.” In other cases, as in the Grand Lodges of
Massachusetts and Missouri, the power is held by the Grand Lodge ; but
aliowed, under specific limitations, to be exercised by the Grand Master.
Again. By the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of Indiana, the power
to create new Lodges by Dispensation, is vested in both the Grand and
Deputy Grand Masters. We might continue these illustrations; but
enough have been given to indicate the diversity of the usage that exists,
and to ‘show, also, that the power in this country at least, is held as a
‘¢ prerogative power of the Grand Lodge,” to be exercised under its im-
mediate control, and subject to such limitations as it may think proper to
impose. This could not be the case if it were an inherent and irrevoca-
ble prerogative of the Grand Master. We cannot, therefore, concede
the argument, that the power to create Lodges, thus delegated to the
Grand Master,® carries with it a correlative power to  make Masons at
sight.”” If it were permitted to travel out of the precise record, we might
jnstance the practice of the General Grand Chapter and Encampment of
the United States. By the Constitutions of those bodies, the first Sour

* The question of competency to delegate such power (supposing it not to be an original
power), must of course be dependent on the answer to the further question, of how far the
present Grand Lodges are bound by the regulation of 1717,
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officers in each, are authorized to institute new Chaptera and Encamp-
ments; but we do not presume that anybody ever supposed those
oﬁcers to be, by virtue of this power, authorized to make Royal Arch
Masons and Knights Templars ““ at sight.” The cases are analagous.
For several years subsequent to 1717, the Grand Lodge was a working
body. We learn from the record, that “on the morning of his election,
June 24, 1721, George Payne, Esq., Grand Master, assembled the Grand
Lodge at the Queen’s Arms, in St. Paul’'s Churchyard, made some new
Brothers, particularly Phillip, Lord Stanhope, afterwards the Earl of
Chesterfield, and then marched, according to the manner of Masons, to a
noble feast.” In this instance, and others might be cited, the Grand
Master, (“the Grand Lodge being duly assembled,”) conferred all the
degrees. As a general rule, however, the Grand Lodge restricted its duties
in this respect to the making of Fellow Crafts and Master Masons. Up
to the year 1725, the second and third degrees were exclusively conferred
in the Grand Lodge. This was its prerogative. In November of that
year, it was decreed that « the Master of a Lodge, with his Wardens, and
& competent number of the Lodge assembled in due form, can make Mas-
ters and Fellows at discretion.,” But in restoring this privilege to the
Lodges, the Grand Lodge did not surrender any of its own inherent
authority to make Masons. This remained unimpaired ; though it was
rarely afterwards exercised, but upon extraordinary occasions.* On
such emergencies, special meetings, or as they are called in the abstract
of the proceedings of the Grand Lodge,t as given by Anderson, Entick,
and others, * occasiona] Lodges”—such as are referred to in the follow-
ing ¢ old regulation’ :—* If at any Grand Lodge, stated or occasioNAL,
monthly or annual, the Grand Master and Deputy should both be absent,”
then the last Past Grand Master shall preside.f It was under this regula-
tion, that the Rev. Dr. Desagnliers, a Past Grand Master, presided over
one of these * occasional Lodges,” held in the Palace at Kew,§ in 1737,
for the-initiation of the Prince of Wales. ¢ Mr. William Gofton, sen
attorney-at-law, and Mr. Erasmus King, jun., mathematician,” says the

* The power to make Masons was early recognized, and in one or iwo instances, withia
our recollection, has been exercised by the old Grand Lodges in this aouniry—but never, we
believe, by a Grand Master, until the present year.

+ Not the proceedings of private Lodges. These were not matters of record in the Grand
Lodge then, more than now,

% Hence the Grand Lodge held not only avnual md quarterly, but monthly and “ ocea.
sional Lodges.” [This resolution was afterwards corrested so as to give precedence to thc
Wardens over Past Grand Masters, ]

§ 1t was noj unusual to hold such Lodges out of the city of Lendon. In 1781, Lord
Lovell, Grand Master, heid one in Houghton Hall, in Nerfolk, and raised the Duke of
Lorraine, who had previously received the preceding degrees at the Hagus.
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record, officiated as * Grand Wardens”” Had this been a private
Lodge, the officiating Wardens would not have been designated and
recorded as ¢ Grand Wardens.”® They were not the regular Grand
Wardens at the time, but were appointed for the occasion. The Lodge
was an * occasional” or special Grand Lodge, convened under the author-
ity of the Grand Master; and its officers are, therefore, properly styled
Grand officers. It would seem that this fact sufficiently marks the dis-
tinctive character of what, inthese Grand Lodge proceedings, are termed
% occasional Lodges.”t In 1764, the Duke of Gloucester was initiated,
the Grand Master presiding ; and in 1758, the Duke of Cumberland was
also initiated, the Deputy in the chair. Both were made in * occasional
Lodges” in London. In the latter case, the Grand Master was absent in
Ireland. If these Lodges were not Grand Lodges, then it would seem
that the Deputy Grand Master must also be invested with power to make
Masons * at sight ;” or that the Grand Master was at liberty to transfer
his prerogative to another. If they were Grand Lodges, then the Deputy,
while presiding, was authorized by the rule, to exercise all the powers
which appertain to the Grand Master. Not otherwise. Prerogatives
belong to the office, not to the person. He can neither transfer nor
alienate them. :

In February, 1787, the Prince of Wales was made at an “occa-
sional Lodge;” and in November. following, the Duke of York was . -
initiated ¢ at a special Lodge.” The Duke of Cumberland, Grand Mas-

- ter, presided in both cases. In 1795, the Duke of Gloucester was initiated,
also in an * occasional Lodge.” It is not stated who presided, but proba-
bly his brother, the Prince of Wales, who was Grand Master at the time.

These, we believe, comprise all the ¢ occasional Lodges ” named in the
books. They were rarely held, and only on extraordinary occasions;
when considerations of state made them expedient; as when persons of
royal lineage were to be initiated. None appear to have been held in

* It is not singular that neither the Grand Master nor his Deputy was present at this
meeting. At the annual communication of the *“ Grand Lodge, in form,” held at London on
the 27th of Dec. 1736, the S. W. presided, with the J. W. as his Deputy, and two othet
Brethren as Wardens pro tempore.

t It may be proper to remark here, that, at this time, it was only at the quarterly and
annual meetings of the Grand Lodge, that the private Lodges, which were few in number,
were represented by their Masters and Wardens. They were not represented at their * occa-
sional Lodges,” for prudential, or reasons of state.

2 This fact is of importance, as showing that they were not of o frequent occurrence as
to establish a rule of action ; or to be used as precedents, under entirely different circumstances.
In this country, where the degrees of blood are little regarded, the necessity for them cannot
exist. No such occasions can nrise to authorizé them, as those on which they were em-
ployed by our Brethren in England.
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the present century. The high respectability of several of the private
Lodges in London—as the Prince of Wales’ Lodge, of which George IV.,
while Prince of Wales, was Master—has rendered them unnecessary. Of
their character, and the sanctions under which they were assembled, our
readers can decide for themselves, from what has been already said. One
thing is most certain, they were regularly organized, and were presided
over by the proper Grand officer ; or, as in the case of Dr. Desaguliers, by
some Brother qualified, and who would have been authorized to preside
over the Grand Lodge, under corresponding circumstances. Another
point is worthy of note. If they were held by virtue of the alleged pre-
rogative of the Grand Master to make Masons at sight, then it is certain
that the Grand Master can delegate the exercise of this important an das
recent occurrences have demonstrated) dangerous power, to whomever
he may see fit to entrust it. And if he may delegate it to one, he may
delegate it to a hundred Brethren ; and there need be noend to the ¢ mak-
ing of Masons at sight ;”* there need be no further occasion for Lodges.
This is only carrying the principle out to its ultimate results. Our
Brother in California has done enough in this way, for illustration. Let
us take the example he has set us, snd improve it as a lesson of
-wisdom, drawn from experience. We would not subtract one iota from
any authority which clearly belongs to the Grand Master; neither
would we invest him with a doubtful prerogative power. All such powers
are better and safer in the hands of the constitiient body.

HYMN.*
BY M. W, B. B, FRENCH, GRAND MASTER OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
Dear shade of our Brother, descend from above,
And list to our song of affection and love,
For deep in our hearts doth thy memory abide ;
Thy virtue and goodness our footsteps shall guide.

When the star of thy country was pale in the Heaven,
‘When stout hearts were quailing and weak ones were riven,
Thou trustedst in God, and His arm was thy stay

Till burst out of darkness, the sunlight of day.

And now to that Father Almighty, that Friend,

Let praise, and thanksgiving, and glory ascend,

That He WasninaTon gave us, and formed him to be
The saviour, the founder, the strength of the free.

*Bung at the Washington celebration in Charleston, 8. O., on the 4th ult.
6
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MASONIC MONUMENTS.

Tae Grand Lodge of Kentucky, at its communication in September
last, adopted a resolution to the effect, that the Lodges throughout the
country, be requested ‘1o subscribe such amount as in their discretion
they may think proper, to aid in the erection of a Monument over the
remains of the late worthy and esteemed Brother Henry Cray,” Past
Grand Master of that body. It is designed * to mark the spot where his
body will repose—and commemorate the virtuous deeds of his long and
‘glorious life.” A circular has accordingly been sent, and an appeal made
to the Fraternity throughout the country, for pecuniary assistance ih
accomplishing the undertaking.

As our readers well know, there are several other propositions before
‘the Fraternity for the erection of Masonic Monuments in different parts
of the Union—all equally honorable to their projectors and commendable
in their purposes. And it need not be said, that there is still left a long
catalogue of eminent Brethren to whom such monuments might, with
nearly equal propriety, be erected. But can this be done ? Can all that
is now proposed be accomplished, in a manner worthy of the honored
dead, and creditable to the livif}y? Entertaining a doubt in this respect,
&nd desirous that something should be done to tell to future generations
the gratitude of the present, for the eminent services of distinguished
Brethren, to whom the whole country is so largely indebted, an intelli-
gent Brother suggests that all parties—the entire Fraternity—unite and
direct their energies and means to the erection of one grand Masonic
Monument, either at the seat of government, or in the city of Philadel-
phia, where the remains of FRANKLIN repose. He thinks that but little
can be effected through individual or local efforts, and suggests that if any
thing is to be done in this way, that shall be worthy of the dead and of
the Order, it is to be accomplished only through the united action of the
whole body. '

We are not prepared to give an opinion as to the feasibility of this sug-
gestion, for we have no data on which to base an opinion. We have
neither plan nor estimates, and without these no opinion worth giving
can be formed. We have seen enough of public monuments, however,
to teach us that they are difficult undertakiogs, and involve large expen-
ditures,—enough also to lead us to doubt, very seriously, whether a sum
sufficient for the purpose could be raised through any efforts of the Fra-
ternity, however zealously engaged or warmly united. We throw out
the suggestion to gratify our friend, and leave it to the better judgment
of others. . . o

Personally, we hope to see a distinctive Masonic Monument arected to
‘W ASHINGTON, as proposed by our Brethren at Fredericksburg, in Virgin.




GENERAL ‘GRAND LQROE. »

ia. Itisa debt which the Fraternity of the country-owg to his memory
in consideration of his Masonic faithfulness, and of the immeasurable honor
which his name and character and imparishable testimonials, bave .re-
flected, and will forever continue to reflect, on their Institution. And we
shall also be happy if our Kentucky Brethren succeed, as they doubtr
less will, in erecting a suitable monument over the remains of the illus-
trious Cray.

GENERAL GRAND LODGE.

Tuk following Report, submitted to the Grand Lodge of Maine in May last,
by the Comuittee on Foreign Correspondence, upon the subject of the formation
of a General Grand Lodge of the United States, having been approved and
adopted by that Grand Lodge, “ was ordered to be published with the proceedings,
and also in the form of a Circular, and forwarded to the several Grand Lodges ,
and to the principal officers thereof, as well as to the elective officers of the
General Grand Chapter and Encampment of the United States, with the expres-
sion of a desire that the several Grand Lodges will give their early attention
to the subject, and indicate their views and action thereon in an early re-

y'”

Some of the minor suggestions of the report do not strike ns favorably. We
ure apprehensive that the sending of delegates, partly or wholly composed of,
and to assemble at the same time and place with, the members and delegates of
the Gen. Grand Chapter and Encampment, is the readiest way to defeat the
whole project. The delegates to those bodies cannot now be kept together long
enough to do the necessary business which comes before them., To add the im-
portant duties of considering and projecting the details for a General Grand
Lodge, to their other duties, would so crowd and embarrass them that nothing
would be done in either body; or, if attempted, wounld be so imperfectly done,
that it would come to nought. If the convention is to be held at all, it should
be composed of delegates chosen expressly for the purpose, to meet at some cen-
1ral point; and they should give their whole and undivided attention to the sub-
ject, and all the time its importance demands.

The report seems also to contemplate a moveable body, in ordér to accom-
modate it to the meetings of the other Gen. Grand bodies. We think this ob-
jectionable,* It should be permanently located somewhere; and, for the rea-
sons above given, as little connected with the other institutions as possible.
The business of a General Grand Lodge would, when fairly in operation, con-
sume all the time which any set of delegates could give to it—probably three or
four times the amount required to do the business of the present Gen. Grand

Bodies. The report follows :—

*This objection however would not probably exist after its organization, as it is in con-
templation to permanently locate the other bodies.

Y v e
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To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine :—
" At the last annual communication of the Grand Lodge, it was

Voted, That the Committee on Foreign Correspondence be, and are hereby
required to correspond with the several Grand Lodges in the United States, re-
cognized by this Grand Body as such, urging upon them the necessary steps for
forming a General Grand Lodge of the United States.

* As the Committee were not instructed in relation to the method of correspon-
dence, or the time of presenting the result of their labors, they have felt some-
what embarrassed as to the best method of complying with the resolution, and
meeting the wishes of this Grand Lodge. From the results of efforts thus far
made to secure a General Grand Lodge, the committee were satisfied that noth-
ing could be gained by precipitation, but that if such a body was to be formed
with any prospect of success, it must be a work of time, and mature deliberation.

It has seemed to them desirable that if another attem&t were made to organize
sach a body, it should be done when this branch of the Masonic Fraternity could
be generally and ably represented, and without involving heavy expense to the
several State Grand {.odges.

It has also seemed desirable that such an attempt should be made when there
were 1o exciting influences or perplexing controversies to disturb the delibera-
tions of a preliminary meeting, or enlist any of the Grand Lodges against the
measure, or against each other.

The committee have also desired to profit by the experience of the General
Grand Bodies in the other departments of Masonry, and by whatever light the
communications from the several Grand Lodges and Grand Chapters of the
Union might incidentally reflect on this subject, the present year.

They have believed that the most favorable time for attempting an organiza-
tion would be at the time of the next Triennial Meeting of the General G. Chap-
ter and General Grand Encampment, which bodies are to assemble in Lexington,
Kentucky, in September, 1853.

For these and other reasons, your committee have thought proper to delay ad-
dressing the sister Grand Lodges on this subject till their views could be better
matureg and submitted to this Grand Lodge, and if approved, to send them out in
connexion with the proceedings of this annual communication, and also in the
form of a Circular, to all the elective officers of the several Grand Lodges of the
United States, inviting the early attention and reply of their respective bodies to
this proposition.

Such being the views of the Committee, they will indicate briefly, the outlines
of this question, as they understand it.

1. They believe the interests of Freemasonry in our country in all its depart-
ments, would be greatly promoted by the formation of a General Grand Lodge of
the United States, with appropriate powers and limitations.

2. That the voice of a decided majority of the Grand Lodges of this country
has been clearly expressed in favor of such-an organization.

3. That the diversities of sentiment as to the precise duties, powers and limi-
tations of such a body, as far as expressed, do not at all discourage the hope of
essential agreement on a satisfactory basis, whenever a suitable meeting of dele-
gates can be assembled.

4. That the progress already made in the settlement of long standing difficul-
ties in some of the States, is one of the most encouraging evidences that a Gen-
eral Grand Lodge may be harmoniously and successfully organized.

5. If all the difficulties of jurisdiction and the intestine strifes in the several
States were healed, so far from diminishing the necessity of a General Grand
Lodge, the difficulties in the way of its organization would be removed, and the
way successfully opened for its beneficent carver.

e
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TO P. G. M. JOHN D. WILLARD,

OF NEW YORK.
BY BR. DAVID BARKER, OF PACIFIC LODGE, ME.

I wiLL not breathe upon thee, man,
From Flattery's hollow lungs,

Nor utter heartless, lying words,
Which drop from lying tongues.

Full many a day we've marked your course,
And watched you from afar,

As mariner, on drifting wreck,
Would watch the Polar Star.

And you have earned an honored name,
And living one, we trow,

No laurel bathed in human gore
Decks your Masonic brow.

We saw you sit within the * East,”
And raise the stalwart arm,

Heard Gavel’s click, and heard you ask
“The cause of the alarm ;"

And heard you rush from door to doer,
Around the ancient Dome,

And quickly fly from nether floor
Into the Holy Room.

Bid 'Prentice, Craftsmen, Masters, all,
Their useless bickerings cease,

And saw you wave above the storm
The olive branch of peace.

The war is o’er—your lambskin, too,
Is free from blood and stain ;

Your name is cherished by the Craft
Among the * pines of Maine.”

Health to you, Craftsman, is our prayer,

Long may you live to see .
‘Which Brother in your ranks ‘‘ can work,

And which can best agree.”

Masoxry is an art useful and extensive; which comprehends within its circle
every branch of useful knowledge and learning, and stamps an indelible mark
of pre-eminence on its genuine professors, which neither chance, power, nor

can bestow.—.
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FROM OUR PARIS CORRESPONDENT. .
Paris, July 15, 1852

R.. B C W. Moork :—I' profit by the return of the R.- B... WinsLow
Lewis, to recall myself to your remembeance, and to thank you for the opportu-
nity of making the acquaintance of so excellent snd eminent a Brother. I re-
gret very much that he had not time to visit our Lodges more frequently than he
was able to do. It would have given great satisfaction to our Brethren had he
been oftener present to embellish our columns.

Freemasonry is in a fair condition here. But we could desire that our new
Grand Master, who comes from the best school,—that of the United States,—
would devote himself more earnestly and particularly to the means of improving
its condition. There is no use in dissimulation. During the last thirty years,
the different governments which have been successively in power, have mani-
“fested so little interest in the welfare of the Institution, that it has materially
fallen below the high position it formerly occupied. Our new Grand Master,
allied as he is, should have given his earliest attention to this fact, and supplied
the remedy. He should have called around his person, by imitiation, the princi-
pal dignitaries of the state—men of elevated character and rank. But instead of
doing this, he has allowed himself to be surrounded by those who care but little
for, and know less of, the lofty character and purposes of our noble Institution,—
and whose only merit is servilism. They have succeeded in driving away many of
the old members, who are able to brighten the power of our mystic light, and to
direct it by their experience.

We complain of this conditien of things, but do not despair. Truth still ex-
ists, and will triamph, sooner or later. We shall remain true to our Order, and
faithful to our duties, in whatever situation we may be placed—patiently and
confidently looking forward to a favorable change, and brighter prospects.

The Lodge, Clemente Ametie, is not idle. It is constantly receiving acquisi-
tions, and keeps itself at an elevated distance from all intrigues and all intrigu-
ers. Our W. Master is the illustrious Brother De Sanlis, formerly President of
the Grand Orient, and he illumines our work from the brightness of his own
brilliant mind. He retired from the Grand Orient, sometime before the elevation
of Prince Murat as Grand Master, from 4 disinclination to be longer officially
associated with those who had gained control of that body, and directed its oper-
ations, in a way which he believed to be prejudicial, not to say discreditable, to
the Order.

On the election of Prince Murat, he offered himself again as a candidate for
the Presidency ; thinking he might find in the Prince the support he should need
in any proper attempt to improve the condition of Masonry as it then was; but
he was unfortunately defeated by a coalition of those who feared the influence
of his talents with the Grand Master, and that their position would be secondary.
Brother De Sanlis is the only man in France, who is able to direct the great
solemnities in a proper manner.

. The Prince is governed by the best intentions. He is naturally the most
frank and upright man living. But he is not aware of ﬂ.le’ §ljppt_ery _g;o_qg@ on
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which he stands, nor the influenee by which he is surrounded. He means well
for the Order, and would do well, if left to himself, He has recently obtained
from the governmeunt a decree to the effect, that the Lodges in the-Provinces
shall no longer be subjected to the interference of the magistrates, &nd that those
which, on account of some supposed political tendencies, had been closed, shall
be re-upened to the adepts of virtae.

Iam always happy to receive your excellent Magazine, and I beg you not to
forget how mach I love American Masonry, and you in particular. Receive
then the assurance of my unalterable devotedness.

: Your Brother, ——, —=,

OSCAR, KING OF SWEDEN.

Oacar I is the Supreme Head of the Masonic Fraternity in Sweden, with the
Prince Royal for his Deputy. The Grand Lodge of Scotland last year enrolled
him as an honorary member of its body. This circumstance elicited the follow-
ing interesting letter, in acknowledgment of the compliment. It is worthy of
preservation in our pages, and will be acceptable to our readers:—

To the Very Worshipful the Grand Master and Members of the Grand Lodge of
Scotland. .

My Barraren :—The joy which every Freemason feels in obtaining a testimony
of the friendship of his Brethren, that joy I experienced on receipt of the diploma
of Honorary Member of the Very Worshipful Grand Lodge of Sgotland, which
you have sent me. In assigning me this honorable position in the midst of you, you
have afforded me a striking proof of your devotedness to my person. I appreciate
the honor more particularly, as I am the first on whom the distinction has been
conferred in this country. The office of a Freemason is at once noble and grand.
It is our duty to labor with enlightened mind, and a heart charged with fraternal
love, for the perfection of the human race. The weak who are oppressed, and all
those who are in trouble, have incontestible titles to our zealous and charitable pro-
tection. It is by holding firm in this indissoluble bond which unites all our Breth-
ren, however dispersed over all the surface of the globe, that we can attain to the
end, to which we aspire in silence, but without ever ceasing, since we know that
every where, and on all occasions, our Brethren are ready to come to our aid with
that charity, that spirit of concord, and that confidence, which should characterize
all the members of our Order. Be satisfied, my Brethren, that I observe with the
utmost attention the march of events in the Masonic world, and that I sincerely
Yejoice in the success which attends on all Freemasons while laboring for the pur-
poses which you have indicated—namely, the happiness and well-being of human-
ity. I offer, you, my Brethren, the assurances of my fraternal affection, and it is
by the holy number that I recommend you to the all-powerful protection of the
Great Architect of the Universe, who gives us peace, joy, and benediction.

OSCAR.

Stockholm, Sept. 17th, 1851.
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THE ENIGHTS TEMPLARS.—NO. XX.

[ Written for this Magazine by R. W, Josx H. SusprazD. ]
4 0, Gertrude, Gertrude,
When sorrows come, they come not single spies,
But in battalions.” HamLET.

Arp now commenced a change in the minds of mnen throughout Europe ; public
opinion—not. always a just or a safe guide—had undergone a revolution in Chris-
tendom ; meritorious deeds were forgotten, brilliant victories which once shook
the Emplre of the East, were slighted ; and the charm which hung around the Holy
Sepulchre for twelve hundred years vanished away. The noble Order of the
Knights Templars was assailed, and their downfall prophesied in the courts of
Rome and France and England. The history of their calamities is complicated
—the detail of their sufferings is tragic—and the cruel persecution of these
world-renowned Knights, evinces a reign of horror and a corruption of judicial
trials, scarcely paralleled in the most barbaric ages. We can only touchona
few important facts in this summary.

Longa est injuria, longee
Ambages: sed summa sequar fastigia rerum.

The kings of France and England having wasted their treasures in extrava.
gance and profligacy, and the clergy and priests becoming hostile to the Tem-
plars, because aids agd donations had been diverted from their grasp to maintain
the Order, looked with an hungry eye on the great possessions of the Red Cross
Knights. Phillip the Fair—whese name ought to have been Phillip the Inquisi-
tor—was then on the throne of France ; a monarch, avaricious, head-strong,
treacherous, and devoid of honor or humanity. Edward IL. was king of England,
and in 1308 married Isabella, the daughter of Phillip, of whom Froissart
remarked, she was “ une des plus belles dames du monde,” one of the most beauti-
ful women in the worid ; yet the moment he reached the shores of England with
his lovely bride, he neglected her and rushed into the arms of his minion, the
miserable and contemptible Piers Gaveston, on whom he lavished money, lands
and honors in profusion. Both the monarchs became the bitter enemies of the
Templars, of whom Pope Alexander had been the warm friend ; for he issued
his bull against the clergy, and forbade them to persecute these Knights, and
reminded them that “his beloved sons, the chivalry of the Temple,” had main-
tained the defence of Palestine for ages against the Infidels, and deeened re-
spect and kind treatment at their hands.

Yet Phillip paid no regard to this revered authority, nor to the memory of his
royal ancestors, who had so often been defended by their swords in the field of
Palestine, when they fought the Saracens, and the Red Cross Knights stvod in
the vanguard of battle; nor was his obdurate heart touched by their sorrows and
adversity. To carry into effect his plans and machinations, he raised by intrigue
and corruption—immediately after the death of Pope Benedict in 1304—a French
Cardinal Dupre, a mere tool of his ambition, to the papal chair, under the name
of Clement V., and also created several French monks Cardinals to suit his pur-
poses. This impious pontiff then removed the See of Rome to Avignon, and
became a merciless enemy to the Templars. He wrote letters, June 6, 1306,
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ordering them and the Hospitallers, to meet him at Poictiers, with as much
secresy as possible and very little retinue, to consult about the Holy Land. The
Hospitallers refused to appear. Molay, with sixty Knights, crossed the eea, and
on their arrival in France they were received with distinction by Philip, and
hastened to obey the injunctions of the Pope, open hearted and unsuspicious of
his crafty designs. ‘

In the meantime, secret agents were busy, scattering dark hints, and rumors of
falsehoods over the width and breadth of the land. Horrid slander was at work
night and day. ’

Fama malum, quo non aliud velocius ullum,

Renegadoes, apostates and brethren expelled from the Temple were hunted up ;
two in particular, Nosso de Florentine, and Squin de Florian, who were recreant
Templars, imprisoned for crimes, were released and suborned on their own con-
fession as witnesses against the Order. With such materials, Philip commenced
a prosecution ; he issued orders, on the 14th of September, 1307, directed to the
bailiffs in all parts of the kingdom, to arrest simultaneously all the Templars in
France, and seize their estates. He then dispatched an agent, by the name of
Bernard Peletin, to his son-in-law, Edward II., informing him of the steps he had
taken—a wretch well armed with a list of horrid accusations against the Frater-
nity. Philip also wrote to several sovereigns to stir themup to a similar ven-
geance. .

Numerous were the charges against them. Among other things were the
insulting Jesus Christ—spitting on the Cross—worshipping the gilded head of
* anidol—burning the dead bodies of their brethren, and making a powder of the
ashes to mingle with the meat and drink of their young noviciates-—roasting
infants alive—unnatural crimes—impure and horrid rites and practices, and
murder, robbery, and vices too bad to be named. They represented the mode
of initiation into the Temple as too ridiculous and absurd, to merit notice. Yet
on such testimony, Pope Clement V. was persuaded to issue his bull and order
the Inquisition of Torture; a time was appointed, and the dreadful machinery of
getting evidence by forcibly extorting confession, was prepared, and to be
applied, unless a voluntary confession procured a promised pardon and absolution.

On the 13th of October, 1307, the Templars were arrested simultaneously in
the dead of night. The king took possession of the Temple in Paris, and all
their Houses in France, with all their treasures, so as to deprive the Brethren of
all means of defence. Preachers were employed to point their artillery against
them, and fulminate from the pulpit. Twelve days they were left in prison, sub-
ject to harrassing threats or flattering promises to induce a confession of the
crimes imputed to them; but their constancy was unshaken. Then came the
tender mercies of the demoniac spirit of St. Dominie. )

For, commencing on the 19th of October, one hundred and forty Templars
before the Grand Inquisitor in Paris, one after another, for days and weeks,
were taken out of their dungeons and subjected to the torture; and the dark-
ened chamber, the grim tormentors, and the dreadful instruments, were a fit
representation of the scenery of hell, and the devils at their fires. Notaries
were at their desks taking down every word uttered, every groan, every sigh, and
7
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every toar which fell from each Knight in his body’s agony ; “Tutti i suspiri
tutti le grida, tutti i lamenti, e le lagrime che manders,” said an Italian writer.
Under such insufferable torments some confessed ; some endured to the end, and
were sent back to the dungeon, and some gave up the ghost. Thirtysix Red
Cross Knights, whose heroic bravery and conscious innocence could look at hell
n the face of their tormentors, maintained the truth and died in the trial—a
death even surpassing that of common martyrdom, because the martyr usually
suffers in the presence of a vast crowd of spectators, and in the broad expanse of
heaven’s own light—but here in a lonely chamber, lighted with glimmering
lamps, reflecting the ghastly flames of tormenting fires, gleaming on the horrid
figure of racks and engines, with few to witness and none to sympathize, such a
death is horrible! Imagination is at fault when we endeavor to conceive of it.

Such were the proceedings in Paris, and in several cities in France, to the
astonishment of all Europe, when Edward II. received letters from the Pope
and from Philip, urging him to arrest the Templars in his kingdom. But Edward
wrote back expressing his surprise and utter incredulity. He was opposed to
the persecution of these illustrious men, who had fought and bled for the defence
of the Cross, and he afterwards wrote letters to that effect to the kings of Por-
tugal, Castile and Arragon, in which he portrayed their character in exalted
terms. Yet this weak and wavering prince was unstable as water, and his soul
soon succumbed to his father-in-law, and to the threats of that monster Clement
V., who overawed him. On the 20th of December, 1307, he issued writs,
directed to all his sheriffs in England, with a body of armed men, to seize every
Templar in his dominion; and also sent gimilar orders to Ireland and Scotland.
On the 8th of January, 1308, they were suddenly arrested, cast into prison, ard
their estates aitached. He then wrote to the Pope what he had done.

On the 13th of September, 1308, two papal inquisitors, the Abbott of Lagny,
and Sicard de Vaour, arrived in England, and appointed their examination at the
Temple in London. The Archbishop of Canterbury appointed courts in London,
York and Lincoln, for the trial of the Templars. Thus the poor, misguided mon-
arch, gave them up to the torture. It is a singular fact, that the Archbishop of
York made the inquiry of his clergy, whether * forture, which had hitherto been
unheard of in England, might be employed on the Templars; he added there was
no machine for torture in the land,” and asked whether he should not send abroad
for one. Indeed torture was a stranger in Englind; for the provision in Magna
Charter, “ Nullus liber homo eliquo modo destruatur,” according to Coke 2d, Tnst.
48, “includes a prohibition not only of killing and maiming, but also of torturing.”
This great Charter, Edward II. at his coronation took an oath to maintain, and
the first sound of the Templars groan under the rack, was but an echo of that
prince’s perjury. It is remarkable that this has never been noticed before by the
historians, and is it not the first open and cruel violation of a subject’s personal
rights, by the crown under that noble instrument ?

Yes, the king gave them up after he had written to the king of Portugal, that
these Knights were renowned for their religion and honor, and had ufforded succor
and prolection to the Catholc fuith in parts beyond the sea, and therefore advised
him to turn a deaf ear to the slander of ill-natured men. Influenced by the in-
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buman reply of the Pope, the bull commanding their arrest, and the frightful ac-
cusations of Bernard Peletin, he issued his writs, he kept them in loathsome dun-
geons twenty months, stripped them of their property, deprived them of all means
of defence, and then gave them up to a foreign inquisition, to be put to the tor-
ture, against the customs of all his ancestors, and the laws of the land! Did
Edward think of these things when the walls of Berkeley Castle resounded with
his horrible shrieks, when the two murderers, under the fierce Maltravers, put
him to an agonizing death ? Was it not a just retribution ?

MASONIC LIBRARIES.
[From Rev. Mr. Wheeler's Address, delivered at Sacramento, California, June 24, 1852.}

It is said of us, as Masons, “they have no literature.” *They are not lite-
rary men, in either taste or habit” Let us prove it an aspersion and demon-
strate it false.

Read you the history of earth’s four great monarchies, and you will find our
Order cceval with the ﬁrs!] more extensive than the last, and survivor of them all.
This is read in our emblems. And from the same page you may learn that
with Judea in he;‘felory and Tyre in her commercial supremacy, she was fel-
low-help and leader too, Dive deep in Rabbinical lore and you every where
find wniten what this Fraternity has preserved by secluded oral teaching and sym-
bolic condensation, Spread out the hieroglyphic literature of Egypt’s palmiest
days, and our pageless volumes, written in symbols of a thousand meanings, will
not suffer by comparison, The doctrines of the Pythagorian and Elusinian, the
Dionysian and Essenian schools, are but corrupted off-shoots of the early learn-
ing of the mystic tie,

he truest literary strength is found where thought is most condensed ; and
literary beauty is clearest seen where language is most illustrative. Now, in all
candor, I ask, where, in no greater space, can we read as much as on the Ma-
son’s “Trestle-Board”” And surely for * beauty and for glory,” no human lan-
guage can surpass it. :

But I would not be confined to this. I merely dropped upon it by accident ;
and ought, perhaps, to beg your pardon, and hasten to my proposition, viz. to de-
monstrate the false and groundless nature of the detraction,

In order to this, I propose that we, the  Free and Accepted Masons’ of Sacra-
mento, do now here in this house of worship, and in presence of the all-seeing
God, individually and collectively, each for Elmself and all together, resolve, in
the strength of Him in whom we have declared our trust, to go from this place,
and at once commence, and constantly pursue, and ¢ never give up,” till the no-
ble object be accomplished of giving to Sacramento a good, choice, well select-
ed, general, public fmumr. ﬁnd if sohumble an individual might be allowed
to suggest, let that Library bear the name of that ¢ elder Brother,” whose natal
anniversary we to day celebrate. . .

You perceive that I do not mean merely a Masonic library, or a collection of
Masonic books, (though I trust the Masons’ shelf will have no scant pattern, nor
be leanly ﬁlleci,) but a general, public, miscellaneous library, ample in variety
and number to meet the wants of the passing, rising and coming generations of
this inland metropolis of the richest State on earth.

Let us, my Brethren, look seriously at the matter for a moment. =~

Suppose our town to contain 10,000 inhabitants. Within its precinets it em-
braces more of cultivated intellect and refined sagacity than any other town of
equal size on earth, and yet it is destitute of any well organized living germ of
this great desideratum, Of what avail the_cultivation of the past and the pres-
ent, if the rising race must grow up in darkpess? Of what avail owr
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wealth, if it must soon fall into the lap of stupidity and ignorance* Where, in
all the range of providential opening, has an equal door invited entrance ? This
field, taken at tEis moment by the hundreds of Masons now resident here, and
the thousands that will soon be with us, affords an opportunity to extend a wider
charity, to do a deed of nobler name, to win a more endearing fame, and reach
a goal of higher honor, than will ever again be placed within the reach of the
Fraternity here. )

Let the several Lodges appoint Committees to meet in general Committee,
or let them ap&oint delegates to meet in general convention ; (better than either

rhaps,) let them appeint a day and meet en masse, to consider this matter, to
gfscuss its worth, and to adopt measures to execute and secure this great, this
glorious, this earthly immortal object.

The thing is desirable, it is feasible, it is necessary—it is INEVITABLE. If we
do it not, another, and perhaps a feebler hand, will undertake and partially suc-
ceed and cripple the entire enterprise.

But we can do it as it should be done ; and we will do it,tfor it must be done.
I think I am not mistaken in the apprehension that every Mason’s heart meets
the swelling throb of mine, and sanctions the assertion.

Let then, every Mason in this town record his name and attach thereto an
amount which he will not be ashamed to have his descendant of the tenth gen-
eration read, for the founding of this enterprise. Then let there be a regular,
voluntary monthly stipend for the library fund; and how long ere this golden
stream, thus welling, in the hands of judicious men, would place upon some eli-

ible locality in this town, a permanent structure, bearing on its lofly entablature

is inscription, ‘“St. Jonn’s LiBrary;” and containing in its spacious halls
tens of thousands of the choicest works ever penned by man. And what would
this work be! What would this work do! Can you compute the area, or sound
the depth, or scale the height of its influence ¥ 'To count the weight thereof,
you must multiply the augmented wealth and peace and happiness of earth by
all the increase f]oy and bliss of heaven ; and to compute its guration you must
add the residue of time to a whole eternity.

To say nothing of the honor it would reflect upon the Fraternity, (and I sal-
emnly aver that I would rather, for posthumous fame, have my statue surmount
the lofty dome of that building, holding in one of my hands, an open book, and
with the other scattering broad-cast miniature volumes and unbound leaves
than to have the choicest niche in the oldest, grandest, and most frequente(i
abbey or cathedral on the foot-stool). I say, passing all the honor by, this same
enterprise would bless a thousand generations yet to come, with that knowledge
love of truth, and probity, which would secure multitudes from a course of error;
producing misery, and demanding charity ; and enrich as many more with the
means of meeting all the calls which misfortune would ever generate. M
Brethren ! this is our culminating point.  Our charity need seek no brighter goaf,
no higher glory. Compared with this, her ordinary efforts do but sprinkle wa-
ter on the ocean’s sandy beach, to disappear and call for more; while this ‘

“ An action done
In time, a deed of reasonable men,
But if graven with a pen of iron grai
And laid in flinty rock, shall stanmgllanged,—
Written on the glowing pages yet to come,
21 l&ght'al::d rosy chmc&e;s of love;

nd neither systems en or begun—

Eternity that rolls its boungless years,
etk nor yet
Forgetfulness, nor God forgetting not,
Can wash the virtuous deer%e thus done from out
The faithful annals of the past ; who reads,
And many will, will find it, as it was,
And iy, and shall forever be—a bright,
Immortal, lovely, charitable virtue.

.
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I never did, (nor think I ever will,) join a furious rabble or shout with a fran-
tic mob; but if you, my Brethren! wifl all unite and push to its completion this
most glorious enterprise, I will, by Divine permission, meet you in that temple
on its dedication day and with you, striking haods, join in one long, loud en-
thusiastic Hallelujah chorus to the praise of God for human charity, and close with
a rapturous Masonic Amen. ¢ So MoTE 1T BE.”

MASONIC FESTIVAL AT GROTON, MASS.

The members of St. Paul’s Lodge, at Groton, held a public installation of
their officers, on the 25th October last, and from the following. account of the

proceedings, given in the Groton Telegraph, seem to have had a very pleasant
time :—

The choice of officers of the Lodge, took place this forenoon. Of this part of
the ceremony we were not permitted to be a spectator. At about 11 o’clock, a pro-
cession was formed at the hall, under the direction of Col. Bancroft, of Pepperel, as
Chief Marshal, assisted by Col. Dane, of Groton, and others, The music was
done by a detachment from Hall’s Lowell Band, and well done of course, for
Hall was there himself with that gold bugle. The delegation of Knights Tem-
%l;rs from Worcester, followed by St. Paul’s Lodge, with large delegations from

orcester, Lowell, Nashua, Nashville, &c.—they were followed by ladies, and
the ladies of the “outsiders,” who had been invited. The procession proceeded
to Liberty Hall, where, after prayer by Rev. Mr. Clark, of West Townsend, and
a Masonic hymn, the Senior Deacon collected the ¢ jewels,” which consisted of
the usual Masonic devices. The officers of the Lodge, who had been elected,
were then installed in due form. F. C. S8wain, of Nashua, was installed as Mas-
ter of the Lodge. Some very excellent pledges were required of him before be-
ing invested with that authority. The Bible, the square and compass, the char-
ter, the constitution and by-laws were then handed overto him. Luther S,
Bancroft was then installed as Senior Warden, and invested with the Level, and
exhorted to “look well to the West.”” Lorenzo P. Blood was installed as Junior
‘Warden, invested with the Plumb, and admonished to * look well to the South.”
The other points of the compass seem to have been entirely overlooked. Jere-
miah Kilburn, as T'reasurer; Dexter Blanchard, as Secretary; Abel Lawrence,
Senior Deacon; L. A. Winch, Junior Deacon ; Alpheus Eastman, Senior Stew-
ard; Samuel Merrill, Junior Steward; Nathan Dane, Marshal ; Moses Gill,
Tyler, were then severally installed. During these ceremonies, the officiating
officer kept his hat on. We suppose it was all right.

"Then came another Masonic hymn, or song to the tune “ Here’s a health to all

lasses.”” Lewis Smith, of Nashua, was then announced as the orator of
the occasion. [We find our notes of the address quite copious, and we might be
obliged to curtail them for want of room, if we had notlearned that it was to be
published, which makes a report less desirable.] He alluded to the fact that
several members of the Lodge, instituted more than half a century ago, were
present. The address was of a historical nature, and developed the Masonic sys-
tem. He traced the Institution down from its earliest existence, through all its
forms, and all its wanderings ; recounted its trials and its triumphs, its persecu-
tions and its encouragements—its members sometimes courted and encouraged,
and sometimes denounced and hunted down like wild beasts, almost. The ad-
dress was listened to with attention and interest.

After another song or two, the procession was again formed, and proceeded to
the table, where a most bountiful and excellent dinner was provided by the liber-
ality of the Groton Masons for their brethren and invited guests. The head of
the table was graced with an enormous pitcher, covered with Masonic devices—
the gift to the I.odge of the venerable Dr. Walton, of Pepperell, one of the
original members, imported from England by him. The Doctor was present, and
enjoyed the occasion highly.
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Gen. Hunt of Nashua, was called upon, and referred in very appropriate terms
to the founders of the Lodge,and the many distinguished men who had been en-
rolled as its members. He also spoke of the claims of the Institution as the
nursery of all that is good, and alluded to the changes that had taken place since
its organization. He closed with an appropriate sentiment.

Mr. Smith rose to respond to the sentiment complimentary to the orator. He
spoke of the old members whom he met, and of Dr. Walton in particular, and
expressed the hope of meeting him again and often upon similar occasions. He
complimented the ladies, who added so much to the interest of the occasion by
their presence. He said he had been complained of for not revealing some of
the secrets, and explained that matter to tﬁem—whether satisfactorily, we are
a little inclined to doubt. . '

Mr. F. A. Sawyer, of Nashua, was called upon. He alluded to the sleep that
had fallen uﬁn the Institution in years past, and its present bright and promising
prospects. He spoke in -high commendation of it. No matter what outsiders,
who knew nothing about it, might eay, its tendencies were and must be good.
No man had ever been made any worse by ‘it, but many had been made better.
He referred to its history, and the %at and good men who had belonged to it as
an evidence of its worthiness—to Washington, in particular. He assured the
ladies that the secrets were nothing which affected their principles, but were only
such as were necessary to protect them from imposition. He spoke very warmly
of the ladies and gave—

The memory of the distinguished Grand Master, whose faithfulness cost him his
life—may we hope that those influences that Freemasonry ever strives to throw

around her votaries, may cause his virtues to be reproduced in our hearts, as beau-
tiful and fresh as the cassia over his grave.

Dr. Walton made a few remarks and gave a sentiment.

Rev. Mr. Clark, of West Townsend, made a few remarks commending the In-
stitution in the highest terms. It was not very common for gentlemen of his
,profezsion to belong to the Order, but he was proud to acknowledge himself a
member.

Mr. North, Master of Pawtucket Lodge, of Lowell, alluded to the charities of
the Institution, and made an effective speech, alluding to its usefulness among
strangers in a strange land.

Major Bagley, of Nashville, gave a sentiment complimentary to the liberali
of 8t. Paul’s Lodge. & ¥ Y "

Recurar Toasrs.—The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. Its present Grand and
Past Grand Masters.

The Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetis—Bro. Crarrzs W.
Moore—His name and fame, as a Freemason, need no eulogy.

Solomon, the Luminary of the East— Washington, the glory of the West.

The Knights Templars of Worcester County Encampment—Our welcome guests—
They are ever ready at the call of danger, to guardp't';xe Threshhold of our Holy
Temple from the approach of cowans and eavesdroppers.

The Orator of the Day—For his logical address—We the members of St. Paul’s
Lodge return him our heartfelt thanks—We look upon him as a burning and shining
light in the Masonic Temple. .

The Ladies—They are with us, with heart and hand, we look upon them as
flowers that deck the Gar@en of Columbia—Although ’the rules ol;‘ our Order :1:
clude you from our mysteries yet you are not the less rapturously remembered by
?s’tthw zy every one, who has a heart within him that throbs af God’s most per-

ect work.

The Great Masonic Hive—May there be fewer drones than there has been for the
last twentyfive years, less buzzing, and more pure honey.

The liberal hospitalities of St. Paul's Lodge—As brilliant as has been the rays of
our glorious sun upon this day.

‘
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BROTHER OR NO BROTHER; OR, WHICH WAS
THE WISER?
By the Author of * Stray Leaves from a Freemason’s Note Book.”

I

% Your own feelings must dictate your decision : I can express no wish : make
no suggestion—but you have known my life-long devotion to Masonry, and the
importance I have attached to its precepts. This is no hour for trifling,’—a
spasm of acute pain contracted the features of the speaker, and enforced an in-
voluntary pause ; ¢ but specially an bour for truth. I have never unduly exagge-
rated the force of Masonic principles ; never regarded them as superseding the
hi%?est and holiest of all teaching ; but as suggestive of it and subsidiary to it.
‘Whether, however, the connection of Masonry with my family terminates in my
own person,—whether you eventually belong to the Craft, or continue strangers
to it—remember that he is deeply criminal who lives for himself alone.”

. But who,was the speaker—who were the listeners—and what were the accesso-
ries of the scene? -

Mr. Morshead, formerly a surgeon in India, who, by steady perseverance, force
of character, and stern avoidance of all that bore even the semblance of what
was base and unworthy, had risen from obscurity and indigence to station and
:Sulence, was mipl:aed to be in dying circumstances. The parties whom he was

dressing were his two sons, Philip and Rupert, youths very different in temper-
ament and character, but both inexpressibly dear to their generous father.
‘These, during his last interview on earth, he was most anxious to fmpress. He
knew that his decease would render them both wealthy. Talent was theirs by
inheritance ; and the added polish of education had not been wanting. The dy-
ing man was anxious that they should not abuse the first, or omit to follow up
and imrrove the second. He coveted for them usefulness, and he dreaded for
them sloth. His will was by his side; he pointed to it and spoke to them calmly
of the advantages and responsibility which his death would open to them. He
then signed to them a silent adieu, and betook himself in solitude to his religious
duties. - -
But not then did the angel of death claim him. He waved his wings over the
sufferer, but forborne to strike. Mr. Morshead rallied. “His composure, sub-
mission, patience,—they, humanly speaking, have saved him,” exclaimed his pro-
fessional attendants. “ A mind so admirably poised as his,—so thoroughly ac-

uiescent in the arrangements of Providence, arms medical remedies with ten-

d power. His trusting confiding spirit, is his real doctor.” Patience ! thou
rare and homely quality, what enduring medicament is thine!

1L

If the young men had cherished any expectation that their father, during his
short interval of convalescnce, would once more recur to Masonry, and avow his
deep conviction of its value, they were doomed to disappointment. Mr. Mors-
head never approached the subject afnin. “The pespite so mercifully grant-
ed"—his own words are used—was “ devoted to meditation on the mighty future
and to preparation for its dread awards !* and, if composure, submission, faith,
and hope, fitly characterize such an hour, the veteran Mason passed from earth
ot ill-prepared for his dreamless rest. The sons, the event affected variously.
Philip, the younger man, shrunk from society, and indulged in many and earnest
musings over the poet. Rupert, the elder, courted society ; talked of ¢ the ab-
surdity of grief,” and was all impatience for “ the distribution of the property,”
and for means of proeecntin% a scheme of foreign travel. The first seemed to
cherish whatever could recall the memory of his father; the other bent on for-
getting him with all convenient speed. They were together one morning, when
searching in Mr. Morshead’s secretaire for some paper that was needed, they
lighted unexpectedly on a packet carefully and elaborately sesled, and in & fee-
ble and trembling hand, thus inscribed :— )
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% For him, allied to me by blood, who values my memory, recollects my con-
versation, and heeds my opinions, however lightly and casuafly expressed.’

“ What may this disclose ?” exclaimed- Rupert. *“ Marvellous pains seem to
have been taken to secure the contents from injury! What may be within?
Eh, Phil! Valuables?

“Yes! in one sense, as having been worn by uim,” was the reply slowly given,
and not without emotion; “I imagine thHe packet to contain his Masonic insignia.”

“Oh! Ah! That was one of the governor’s infatuations—one of his infatua-
tions to the very last. Masonic, Eh? So! I imagined that, sooner or later,
we should stumble upon something of this kind. What is to be done with it 7

Phillip pointed in silence to the inscription.

¢« All stuff and nonsense,” remarked the elder brother, angrily; “T ask again,
how shall we dispose of it ?”

The younger man read deliberately the address; but trusted himself with no
comment.

“Pooh! Rank absurdity ”? cried the elder son. ¢ We’re not going to keep
it! That, like other matters must be disposed of.”’

“Disposed of !’ exclaimed Phillip, ¢ with that memorandum endorsed on it,
and written by himeself the very day before he died !

“No heroics, Phil—no heroics! This is a money-getting age, which has
scant sympathy with them. I ask once more, who will be the buyer ?”

“ 1P cried the younger, indignantly ; I, at any estimate that may be formed.”

“ Ah! well ! that's business-like, and I understand you.”

¢ Would that I could return the compliment,” rejoined Phillip, sadly. “ My
dear brother, are the dead at once to be forgotten, and their wishes—"

% Oh! if you are about to moralize, I bid you good morning. I don’t affect
homilies at any time ; but least of all when delivered by a layman! Adieu !

And, whistling his dog to hisside, Rupert quitted the apartment.

Iv.

Phillip mused on in silence. Memor{ recalled to him many a touching trait
of the departed. He thought of his father’s unvarying affection and considera-
tion for both his children,—of the costly education he had bestowed on Rupert,
——of the extent to which his predilections had been gratified, and his expensive
habits borne with,—of the invariable gentleness with which the deceased re-
buked, and the eagerness with which he praised ;—and with these he contrasted
Rupert’s levity, heartlessness, ingratitude, and avarice.

It was a melancholy hour; and more than once the exclamation rose to his
lip, “ If so selfish in youth, what will he be in age ?

But that secretaire, crowded with papers must be examined ; and those huge
packets of letters must be sorted, classed, and perhaps, to a great extent, de-
stroyed : and with a sigh Phillip seized the lightest and thinnest bundle, and ad-
dressed himself weariedly to his task.

That feeling speedily gave place to eagerness and admiration. The packet
was made up exclusively of letters from various individuals at different periods
of Mr. Morshead’s career, thanking him for patronage, pecuniary help, suceess-
ful intervention, and availing influence, exerted in their behalf during the hour
of need. It was a marvellous testimony to the unwearied and life-long benevo-
lence of a most open-hearted man.

The blessings of the widow were there, and the manly acknowledgments of
the orphan, and the prayers of the aged, and the buoyant and sanguine thanks of
the young. Few seemed to have applied to bim in vain.

Around the packet was a broad label, with these worda in pencil:—*The pres-
ervation of these letters seem to savor strongly of vanity; but I leave them, that
my children may see that self was not uppermost in my thoughts. I assume no
credit, covet no posthumous praises: Masonry taught me never to witness sorrow
without endeuvorini'to relieve it. That I have been able occasionally to do so,
all praise be to the Most High!”

.

N——
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This comment opened up a long train of thought in the mind of the excited
reader; and at last issued in this conclusion:—
. “That can be no unholy bond which prompts and ripens such noble fruits. If
life be spared me, I will join the Fraternity !”’

V.

It was with a feeling of indefinable uneasiness, that Phillip on the following
morning, looked forward to an exchange of greetings with Rupert at the break-
fast-table. That fgentleman rose late, and In no very equable frame of mind
‘The amusement of the previous evening bore but badly the test of reflection
He was aspiring to the position of a “fast man,” and had paid for his ¢ footing™
by the loss of & beavy sum at hazard. This result galled him; his night’s rest

. was broken; and he had risen with curses on his lips at his folly,—ill at ease,
feverish, and irritable. Nor was his ruffled spirit soothed by observing Phillip’s
self-possessed and hnePy air—his cordial and ready smile,

“Oh! by the way,” exclaimed the elder, after a volley of growls at every-
thing on the table, “ how about those Masonic insignia we discussed at such
length yesterday ? What do you intend to do with them ?” .

“ Wear them,” was the reply. '

“] asked yon,” said Rupert angrily, “ how you intended to deal with them ?”

% And L” retarned Phillip, with pleasant and smiling mien, ¢ as frankly avowed
my intention to wear them.”

Rupert was silent for some moments ; first from astonishment, then with rage—

“ So, then,” rejoined he, at length, with a sneer, “lunacy seems hereditary in
our family 7 : .

The younger son pointed to a portrait which fronted them, and asked, ¢ Did Ae
ever show any symptoms of unsettled or ill-regulated intellect

 Yes; in his'absurd consideration for the wants of others. But he’s gone;
and what he did door did not do is beside the question. Your intention, then, is-
to become a Mason 7

“If the Fraternity will accept me.” Co

“ You’ll repent it. Fraternity! There’s no fraternity; the whole affair is
based on vanity ; there’s nothing real and abiding in it.” )

% Some of the best andablest men in the country have maintained the con-

,”» was Phillip’s firm rejoinder; “for my own part, I wish to be one of the
Brotherhood.”

« And I wish to stand alone. A young fellow with means at command can
dispense with a Brotherhood. He can help himself, and laugh at the idea of a.
Fraternity, a8 I do.”

Did the hour ever come when Rupert remembered this expression, and—be-
wailed it ? i

A MASONIC FRAGMENT.

BY REV. 0. G, WHEELER.*

Acxs and centuries afier the Masonic Fraternity here assembled was organ-
ized and in operation, blessing and to bless, Jou~ Tr BartisT zg’pgared in the
desert land of Judea and proclaimed the comvln{lﬁ of the Messiah. Ages and
centuries have since passed, and all the fature pass without another such an
advent. .

No marvel then, if a Brother and a patron of our Order, thus commissioned of
Heaven, has appeared and accomplished a work, ¢ once for all,”” that to him in
connectlon with his namesake of os and his elder brother of the first tem-

#Being the exordium to his Address delivered at Secramento, California, on the 24th of
June Just. 8
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ple, and above them all t thé Jehovah of hosts, this institiion should be sol-
emnly dedicated. In ancient time God gave to man a series of laws, maxims
and principles. Germinating thence, an Order sprang up, gradually assumed
form, features, and living energy. But it was incomplete till that wise Master
builder among men—David’s Royal Son—a leader in the craft, and,wielding the
influence of a throne, over which the Deity presided in person, arose to give it
new form, features and life, Existing cotemporary with the Craft was an oper~
ative profession bearing the same name and doing much of the same work.
The wisdom of Solomon grasped a mighty thought, and put it in execution.
Merging all the speeulations and theories of the one, with the operative skill
of the most cunning artificers in the other ; in that cultivated age, in which Je-
hovah chose to have his own house erected; he in a few years presented on
Mount Moriah a resulting specimen’of the union, which for ages was the glory of
the whole earth, and the very memory of which is, to this day, a source of en-
thusiastic reminiscence unequalled by any other work of man.

Here was the grand amalgamating furnace, the illuminating focal point of
Masonic elements and Masonic light.

The rough material of both operative and speculative Masonry had long been
transforming and assuming shape retga‘:atory to a union, which is here seen in
this glorious Temple of Solomon. In this union each gaining from the other all it
did not itself possess, both were made complete. Here they separate, and for the
future of temporal duration, each pursues its course, perfect in itself‘, end in per-
fect harmony with its fellow. Passing hence, hand in hand, they never sepa-
rate, and no more merge.

When John appears, clad in the habiliments of the Order, and proclaims the
near approach of the operative architect of a new spiritual temple, there wass
new connection formed with speculative Masonry, and a new patron of the Order
stood forth, in presence of the universe.

If, then, Jehovah furnished the pillar and ground of the truth;” if Solomon
merged all the elements of the two in one, and generated thence another twain,
each possessed of all the skill of both ; and if John united the mental and designin
body with the foundations of a spiritual and eternal superstructure, why not ded-
icate our halls and our libraries, our Lodges and our Order, to Jehovah, to Solo-
mon, and John? And if so, why not celebrate John’s natal day ?

Nor is it wonderful that an_institution, thus founded, thus patronized, and thus
dedicated, should spread itself ¢ from sea to sea and from the rivers to the ends
of the earth.” .

But you eaferly inquire, “ What is Freemasonry ? What its doctrines and
demands ¥ 1 answer, come and see !

With all its profound secrecy and dark mysteries, it dwells under the meridi-
an blaze of the full orbed sun, and though that light radiates a stronger bright-
ness, it lives in light; it breathes the light, and imparts all the co%ors of the
spectrum.

Yet Masonry is not Christianity—it is not a religion of any form or name.
Though founded on the living oracles, and cannot live without them, yet it lays no
claim to Divinity. It is content with its humble title and its hnm{le mission,
moral, social, virtuous and charitable. Relying upon Divine truth, it asks no

her boon than the sweet consciousness of having accomplished this.

he Bible might have been given to man, accomplished}its work on earth,
and been carried by anﬁls to heaven, and Masonry never have seen the light.
But could Masonry or Masons ever have been brought to light withont the
Bible? How would a Lodge-room look without this great light? How could a
Lodge conduct its business and induct its members without it Not atall!

It is our centre and ci
Our chert and compase-t0e:” - - - - - - - -
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MASONIC CORRESPONDENCE.

Natchez, Nov. 14th, 1852,
Drar Mooxre :—1I promised you a letter for publication, but I have had no tims
to comply with that promise. It is very certain that I cannot do it this fall, as
am more pressed for time than ever.#*

The legal Councils of R. and Select Masters in Mississippi, are—Natchez, No. 1—
Fayette, No. 2—Woodville, No. 3 — Port Gibson, No. 4 — Pontotoc, No. 5 — Decatur,
No. 6—Vicksburg, No. 7—W. P. Mellen, No. 8—Kosciusko, No. 9—Cayuga, No.
10—Olive Branch, No. 11. Several more will be chartered soon.

Ilearn that the Grand Council of Alabama has invaded this jurisdiction ; but I
presume when the matter is brought to the attention of that G. Council, she will
withdraw her charters.

We are to have a celebra.txon to-night, at the Masomc Hall, it being the centen-
nial anniversary of Washmgtons initiation.

Several Corner Stones of new halls have been laid with Masonic ceremonies, iy
Mississippi, this year. As the Deputy of the M. W. Grand Master, R. W. Brother
Wy P. MzLrLen laid the corner stone of a new hall in Woodville, in December
last; and on the 24th June last, Gov. Qurrmax, as Deputy of the Grand Master,
dedicated the hall to Masonry. The building is a very creditable one to our
Brethren at Woodville, or rather I should say of the County of Wilkinson, as the
Lodge is composed of select material of the whole county, and numbers over one
huadred members. The hall is the largest in this State. In December, there was
a very excellent address by Bro. J. T. HorLr. In June, Bro. QuiTMax was exceeds
ingly bappy in his remarks, and the orator of the day gave general satisfaction,
His pame at this moment has escaped my memory. There were three hundred
Masons of all grades i in the procession. This you will readily suppose, in a couns
try like this, sparsely populated, was a large number. The regalia was all of the
richest kind ; and, really, it was a very imposing procession, Gen. Cagnor Posxzy
is the W. M . Gens. Branpon and Coorxr acted as Marshals. For wealth and
respectability, as well as moral worth, there are but few Lodges anywhere, equal
to Asylum Lodge, No. 63, Woodville, Miss. .

Yours very truly and fraternally.

Searsport, Me., Nov. 5th, 1852.

Bro. Mooxk :~I am desirous of possessitg the best means within my limited
abilities, for informing myself in Masonic lore. I had in truth, formed a favorable
opinion of the Institution before I offered myself as a candidate for admission te
the Fraternity ; but my love of it has been constantly growing, as I have, from
time to time, received more light into its mysteries and the moral lessons which are
taught by its symbolic emblems. I would that the great heart of humanity—of
-even that portion of humanity which is comprised in the visible church—were
more imbued with the christian principles upon which this Institution is founded !
Masonry is needed, and will be needed, until christianity shall have its perfect
work, and all men of all creeds and no creeds (if the latter can be found,) shall,
through a common charity, meet upon the level in friendly confereace, and l"tt
fipon the square in all things.

® We regret this, becanse our eon‘ecpondont‘l lettersare always m.dable, and therofon
scceptable. The few notes here given are culled from & private letter: - .
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It seems a mattér of regrot that men should be so expert at hypocrisy as some of
them are. The utmost care is not always successful to prevent the unworthy from
gaining admittance into societies, where they are breeding-sores and a curse. The
Present is a time of very great (perhaps unexampled) prosperity with Masons ; and
there is need of a corresponding vigilance in guarding the entrance to our Temple ;
there is need of the admonition, *“ Be ye wise as serpents.” Methinks it is not wise
for subordinate Lodges to be in the constant practice of taking advantage of the
permitted departure from the common rule, in “ extraordinary cases,” to initiate,
craft, and raise candidates as by steam-power process ; as I have seen it done to
my regret in several instances. J.C.P.

. Charleston, 8. C. Nov. 6th, 1852.

Dear Brorurr Moore :—The  Glorous Fourth ” of November, the Centennial
Anniversary of the initiation of Gro. WasaiNGTON, Was celebrated with the great-
est enthusiasm by the Grand Lodge of South Carolina, and the Fraternity in this
city. The order of exercises, as announced, was a procession and public exercises
in the morning, and a banquet in the evening. The procession was very large and
imposing. In point of numbers and respectability, it has never been exceeded
here. The different city Lodges had been very active in * burnishing up their
armor,” and furnishing themselves with banners, all of which were new and in ad-
mirable taste. Solomon’s Lodge, No. 1, had appropriately selected as a subject,
“ The Judgment of Solomon,”—beautifully painted by Bro. Davids. Union Kil-
winning Lodge, No. 4, had a copy of the device of their seal, encircled with a wreath
of thistles. The Washington Lodge, No. 5, had the glorious head of WasminaToN,
whom we so much delighted to honor. Friendship Lodge, No. 9, represented the
friendly grip of an European and Asiatic. St. Andrew’s Lodge, No. 10, had the
figure of St. Andrew and his cross. Pythagorian Lodge, No. 21, handsomely em-
bellished with Masonic devices, and Landmark Lodge, No. 76, Pepresenting the con-
cluding symbols of the third degree, with the motto, “ Non omnis mortia.”” Strict
Observance Lodge had no banner, but made a very neat appearance, costumed alike,
in black dress coat and pants, and white vest and gloves. The Royal Arch and
Templar banners need no description. The Supreme Grand Council, 33d, made a
brilliant show in their dress of white and gold.

The procession moved under the charge of the Grand Marshal and assistants,
from the Masonic to the Hibernian hall, where was awaiting a large number of the
fair sex, who had been previously admitted. After the entrance of the Brethren,
every vacant space in the large hall was occupied by the citizens. Rev.Bro.J.
H. Honor, G. H. P., officiated as Grand Chaplain, and offered up a most appropri-
ate and expressive prayer and invocation to T.. G.-. A.*. O.>. T.". U.. The musical
performances were of the highest order, under the direction of Professors Reeves
and Spiesseger. Nearly all the professors of music, of talent, in our city, are mem-
bers of our Order. An appropriate hymn, by M. W. Bro. B. B. French, of the
Dict. Columbia, was sung with much effect.

I have not the words to express my delight and admiration of Bro. Mackay’s ad-
dress—it was an exquisite produetion, beautiful in rhetoric, and rich in historical
facts. Itisan heir loom which will be long remembered and appreciated—ad-
mired and read in years to come. The Grand Lodge have wisely requested a copy
of the same for the purpose of publication, when no doubt you will cull a garland
of flowers to enrich your Magazine.
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In the evening the performances were of & different nature. The Fraternity sat
down to a banquet, profusely provided by Bro. Schmidt, who, I must dub the
&rand caterer of Masons. I doubt if I ever witnessed a more joyful occasion. The
Brethren were brim full of Masonry and patriotism, and they were bound to find
vent! The fifth regular toast, * Tax OraTor or THE Day—nobly has he illustrated
@ noble theme,” was drank with all the honors, and hailed with prolonged cheers,
Bro. Mackay replied in a few words, excusing himself from making a second speech
that day, and concluded by a complimentary toast to the Grand Lodge of Florida,
and introducing the Grand Lecturer of that State, Bro. I. H. Verdier. Bro. Ver-
dier responded in a most eloquent manner, and offered the following as a sentiment :

Tre Graxp Lopex or Soutn CaroLina—The high estimate placed upon her in-
telligence and skill in the mysteries of the Craft, is daily evidenced by the many
calls from other jurisdictions for the services of her uble and illustrious Grand Lec-
turer, Bro. Albert G. Mackay.”

Our much respected Brethren, who may well be styled pillars of our Temple,
Bros. Miller, Furman and Honor, were severally called out, making suitable re-
sponses. Our venerated Bro. Miller, acted as Grand Master for the day, our Grand
Master and D. G. M, both being unavoidably absent from the city. Bro. Honor
closed his remarks by announcing that our ancient worthy Bro. Samuel Seyle,
who was now with us, was also celebrating his 75th birth day. Bro. Seyle has
been over 40 years an active Mason, and filled almost every office in Lodge, Chap-
ter and Encampment. He carried the Holy Records in the procession, and seems
as hale, hearty and happy, as any of the younger members.

I must drop a meed of praise for our Grand Marshal, Bro. J. B. Fraser, of the
U. 8. Arsenal, whose fine military appearance on horseback, and his appreciation of
his duty on the occasion, reflected great credit on himself and on the Craft. He
held in his hand a bdaton fabricated from a piece of the Mexican flag staff at
Chepultapec, which he brought from there, had it mounted and presented it to the
Grand Lodge.

Many happy incidents occurred, which I noted, but have not the space to give ;
and will close by stating that it is the opinion of all, that the seed sown this day
‘was not on stony ground, but will no doubt bring forth fnnt fair and abundant.

S.J. H.

. Haverhill, Mass., Nov. 17, 1852.
Bro. MoorE :—Merrimack Lodge, Haverhill, in this State, having petitioned the
Grand Lodge to restore them their charter, which was given upin the ‘“time
that tried men’s souls,” have had the same restored to them, and met on Tuesday
evening last, and organized by the choice of Bros. Dr. Rufus Longley, Master ;
Elbridge J. Eaton, 8. W.; Timothy J. Goodrich, J. W. ; Isaac Harding, Treasur-
er ; John Edwards, Secretary ; Rufus T. Slocomb, 8. D. ; Eben, D. Bailey, J. D. ;
Barzilla Davis, S. 8. ; Andrew Johnson, J. 8. Their charter bears date 1802—and
for many years, was one of the best working Lodges in the State. With the help
of a few Apprentices, and with their own endeavors, they are determined to make

it as useful and influential as in its palmiest days.
Yours, Fraternally, C. O. E.
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Obituary.
Hox. FRANCIS BAYLIES,

We announced the death of this distinguished Brother, at his residence in Taun-
ton, last month. His funeral took place on the Saturday afternoon following his
" decease, from his private residence, with many demonstrations of public sympathy
and regard. “ The Masonic Fraternity, with which the deceased had been long
associated as a zealous member and ardent defender, and over whose interests he
had been called to preside in quality of Grand Master, at the death of the late
Major Benjamin Russell, took occasion to notice the bereavement in an appropriate
manner, and to pay a last and touching tribute to his memory.” The services were
performed by Rev. Thomas R. Lambert, one of the Grand Chaplains of the Grand
Lodge.

Bro. Baylies, as stated above, was elected Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of
this State, but circumstances compelled him to decline the honor, and he was never
installed. He was, however, a faithful Brother, and his services as a Mason, will
long endear his memory to his Brethren. He had been much in public life,—was
for several years Member of Congress, and subsequently Minister at Buenos Ayres.
He was one of the strong men of the State.

Hox. MYRON LAWRENCE.

This distinguished Brother died at his residence in Belchertown, in tiocuiy
part of the last month. He had been D. D. Grand Master under the Grand Lodge
of this State, and was an able and eloquent defender of the Institution in its day of
trial and persecution, As a public man he commanded the love and respect of all
his associates. He had been President of the Massachusetts Senate, and held other
public stations.

Hon, DAVID HENSHAW.

Another of the strong men of Massachusetts has gone home. He died at his res-
idence at Leicester, on the 11th ult., aged 62. He had been for many yearsa
Mason, and was among its ablest and firmest supporters, at a time when the sap-
port of strong minds was most needed. He had been long in public life, and under
Mr. Tyler, was appointed Secretary of the Navy. He was a most estimable man
and citizen, and his memory will be long cherished with the highest respect, by all
who enjoyed the honor of his acquaintance. His funeral was ‘attended by a large
concourse of sympathizing friends. About one hundred were present from Boston,
among whom was a delegation from Columbian Lodge, of which the deceased had
been a member for about thirtyfive years.

M. W, JAMES POINTS, P. G. M.

At a special communication of Staunton (Va.) Lodge, No. 13, held at the Mason's
Hall, October 16th, 1852, R. W. Bro. Wm. H. Harman, D. D. G. M., from the com-
mittee appointed on Wednesday last, reported the following preamble and resolu-
tions, which were adopted :

It having pleased the Supreme Architect of the universe to visit this community,
and especially this Lodge, with a most severe and unexpected aflliction, in the death
of M. W. Bro. Jauzs Points, P. G. M., we cannot forbear giving public expression
to our deep and heartfelt sorrow, at the sad providence which has removed from
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this community, one of its most estimable and valuable citizens—from his family a
husband and father of almost unequalled excellence—and from this Lodge the truest
and most faithful Brother among us,

Brother Points was endeared to us by many years of association, which was
characterized on his part by all the virtues which adorn the Masonic character—
kind, courteous, just and charitable, in all his intercourse with his Brethren, he al-
‘ways, and under all circumstances, commanded their love and esteem, until at last,
his counsel and advice came to be sought in every difficulty—his approbation of any
andertaking made the assurance of its being Masonic and charitable, doubly sure,

Such a man, as was our Brother, could not fail to command the respect and love
of all who knew him. It was not, therefore, to be wondered at, that in his relation
of citizen, he should be called to fill many stations of high trust and confidence ; or
in that of Mason, his Brethren should have delighted to exalt him to the highest
stations in our ancient and honorable Fraternity. How well he performed the du-
ties of these varied and important positions, let the tears which water his untimely
grave give answer.

As Master of this Lodge—as District Deputy Grand Master of this Masonic Dis-
trict—as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Virginia—and as Grand High Priest
of the Grand Chapter of Virginia, his distinguished services will ever be remem-
bered with gratitude by Virginia Masons, wherever they may be found.

But it was in his private and social character that his many and exalted virtues
were most happily displayed—and never, never can the remembrance of all these
most estimable gualities of the head and heart, which *linked him to our souls
writh hooks of steel,” be eradicated.

May God grant comfort and consolation to the bereaved widow and children of
our deceased Brother, and when they, too, shall be called hence, may they be per-
mitted to join him in the celestial Lodge above, where the Supreme Architect of
the universe presides and forever reigns.

‘Wherefore, Be it resolved, That we have heard of the sudden demise of our ac-
complished and much beloved Brother, M. W. James Points, Past Grand Master
of the Grand Lodge of Va., with feelings of the most profound sorrow.

Resolved, That in the death of Bro. Points, this community, and especially this
Lodge, have sustained an irreparable loss—a loss which affects us the more deeply
and sensibly, because, for years, he has sustained the character of our chief coun-
sellor and director in all affairs affecting Masonry.

Resolved, That we tender to the family of our deceased Brother, our warmest
and most heartfelt sympathy in their dreadful afiliction.

Resolved, That in testimony to our respect to the memory of our Brother, this
Lodge and its members shall be clothed in mourning for thirty days.

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions, and the address of Bro. Michle an-
nouncing the death of Bro. Points, be forwarded by the Master and Secretary, te
the family of the deceased, and that they be published in the newspapers of Staun.
ton, the Richmond Enquirer and the Freemasons’ Magazine of Boston.

Extract from the miuutes. JAMES F. PATTERSON, Secy.
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’ {§@~We have been politely farnished with
a copy of the address delivered at St. Louis,
Mo., on the 4th ult. by D. Kavanaugh. Itis
an able and interesting performance, and we
hope hereafter to be able to lay some por-
tions of it before our readers.

Graxp Looge or On1o.—This body held
its annual communication this year, at Chil-
licothe, on the 21st Oct.—228 Lodges were
represented. The Hon. Wiiriam B. Hus-
BARD, of Colambus, was re-elected Grand
Master with great unanimity. It is worthy
of remark, that it was at Chillicothe where,
on the first Monday in January, 1808, the
delegates from siz Lodges met to form the
Grand Lodge of Ohio, and closed their labors
by choosing for Grand Master, the distin-
guished Mason and western pioneer, Rurus
Purnam, Esq. At the late meeting nearly
500 delegates were present. Such has been
the progress of Masonry in Ohio.

T Pressure of other matter has obliged
us to omit, the present month, the continua-
tion of the ¢ Revelations of a Square.”
They will be renewed in our next. We re-
gard these numbers as among the most val-
uable papers that have emanated from the
prolific pen of their distinguished author.

03 The Grand Leodge of this Common-
wealth will hold its annual communication in
this city, on the 8th instant. The Grand
Chapter will meet on the 7th. See adver-
tisements.

[ We received, afterour last issue had
been put to press, a copy of a series of resolu-
tions adopted by the Grand Ledge of Illi-
nois, recommending the Lodges under its ju-
risdiction to assemble and celebrate, each by
itself, the centennial anniversary of the in
itiation of Washington ; and at the same
time, to take up a collection for the pur-
chase of a suilable stone for the Washington
Monument. We presume both requests
were generally complied with,

09Br. S. E. Bltb;of Paris, Tenn., is
an authorized agent for this Magazine and
the Trestle-Board.

Conixraiax Lopae, Coxcorn.—We are
happy to learn that this old and respectable
Leodge is enjoying a good degree of prosperi-
ty, and that it has recently received impor-
tant additions to its effective strength in the
admission of several young and intelligent
Brethren, The annual meeling was held
Oct. 25, when the following Brethren were
elected to office.—[l.ouis A. Surette, M. ; J.
Werr, S. W. ; M. Rice, J. W. ; A. Pratt, Tr.,
A. Ball, Sec.; W. Gleason Wheildon, S.
D.; GeorgeR. Howe, J. D. TheD. D. G.
Master was officially present at this meeting,
and we are told, expressed his gratification
at the amount of work done during the past
year, and his satisfaction with the present
condition of the Lodge.

SuaviNe Soar Axp DexTirric.—Any
of our readers who may be in want of asu-
perior article of Soap for shaving purposes,
or Dentifrice for cleansing the teeth, will
find both at the store of Br. A. M. Beck, No.
118, Washington street. We have never met
with their equals,

(IZ~We have received an obituary notice
of the late Brother Hon. Francis Baylies,
ﬁ;gm a correqu;)l}@ent, but t‘lj\ercn;wded b:tnu
of our pages obliges us to defer its publi
tion until next mo%th. Py

3" The Brethren in Baltimore, Md., held
their **Washington Celebration” on the even-
ing of the 4th November—had a supper, ad-
dresses, &c. The occasion is said to have
been a joyous one.

DIt will be seen by reference to a pre-
ceding page, that the Grand Lodge of Maine
h:;l renewed the subject of a Gen. Grand

ge.

_For Sare.—A complete set of this Maga-
zine, in eleven volumes. It should be par-
chased for some Lodge Library, where it can
be preserved for future reference. The sets
can now but seldom be had, and they are
daily becoming more scarce, and, conse-
queutly, more valuable.

I Rev. J. C. Pattee, of Searsport, Me. is
an authorized agent for this Magazine.

Erratum.—In the poem in our last, pa
19, verse 4, line 3, the reader will please sub-
stitute carve -for came. The error, though
obvious enough, makes bad work with the
sense,
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ACCOUNTABILITY OF GRAND MASTERS.

THE substantive questions involved in the late extraordinary proceed-
ings of the Grand Master of California, aside from collateral issues, may
be stated as follows :—

1. To what extent and under what limitations, if any, may a Grand

Master, by virtue of his office, make Masons at sight ?
- 2. The Grand Master of California, in appropriating to himself the un-
restricted right to make Masons at sight, has assumed a power that does
not belong to his office—then, has he perversely used the power thus as-
sumed, in a manner calculated to disturb the harmony, prejudice the in-
terests, or mar the character of the Fraternity under his charge ?

3. Is a Grand Master under any accountability to his Grand Lodge >—or
may he in any manner be held responsnble to his Brethren for his official
acts, or moral delinquencies ?

In legal phraseology, the first and third interrogatories are questions of
law. The second is one of fact. The first was sufficiently discussed in
our last number. On the facts and arguments there given, we leave this
inquiry to the judgment of the Fraternity.

The answer to the second inquiry, if now given, must rest on ex-parte
testimony. It is true, this testimony comes to us under the highest sanc-
tions, and is undoubtedly entitled to the highest respect. Butasitis
possible that its character may be, if not essentially changed, at least
modified in some of its harsher features, by the counter or explanatory
testimony of the accused, it seems proper that he should be allowed the
benefit of a reasonable delay, before judgment is rendered against him.—
% Audire alteram partem,” is a Masonic rule.

The third inquiry is of a different character, and may be discussed
without prejudice to the i;temu of either party. To the consideration
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of this question, therefore, we shall endeavor to confine the brief re-
marks we now propose to offer. .
The grounds of the inquiry cannot be better stated, than in the words

of the report of the committee® appointed by the Grand Lodge of Califor- .

nia, to investigate the doings of its Grand Master, as follows :—

¢ The Grand Master, in an interview the committee had with him, says the re-
port, * persisted that though his acts might tend to evil, he could do no wrong for
which, he could be held responsible ; for, by virtue of his office, he had the power
and the right to perform such acts as he might deem proper. He had obtained the
impression, which he pertinaciously maintained, that, as Grand Master, he was su-
perior to all Masonic authority—that his will was above all law—that he could not
be shaken from his high position, and that to himself alone was he accountable.”

% # % ¥ “Apdinexamining documents in relation to this subject, the com-
mittee perceive that authorities,{ for which they desire to entertain the highest re-

pect, sustain him, to a considerable extent, in this despotic and destructive senti-*
ment.

It is a circumstance, alike honorable to the character of our Instmmon,
and significant of the conservative influence of its principles on the lives
and conduct of those to whom its highest interests have been committed,
that there is not on the records of the Fraternity in England,—now cover-
ing a period of nearly a thousand years,—a single case of delinquen.
cy to serve as a precedent in our present inquiry. Since the time when,
in 926, Prince Edwin “ purchased a Free Charter of King Athelstan, his
brother, for the Freemasons, having among themselves & Correction, or
a power and freedom to regulate themselves, and to amend what might
happen amiss,”’} our Brethren in England have been blessed in the choice
of their Grand Masters. Prompted perhaps not less by their own inter
est, respectability, and security, as an asseciation, than by their respeet
and veneration for the ‘‘ancient charges” of their Order, they carly
adopted as a rule of action for themselves, and for the govermment of
their successors, to select for their Grand Master, one * who is nobly bora,
or a gentleman of the best fashion, or some eminent scholar, or some
curious architect, or other artist, descended of honest parents, and who is
of singular great merit in the opinion of the Lodges.” In other torms, they
have ever been careful to choose for their Grand Masters, Brethren whose
talents and positions, and responsibilities to society, were an ample guar-
anty for the fixed integrity of their characters, and the purity of their
purposes. This wise and conservative rule has saved thex for more than
a thousand years,—and it will rarely fail to save all Gread Lodges by
which it is faithfully observed,~—from the mortifying necessity of apply-

# See this Magasine, vol. 13, page 5.
1 See the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of New Yotk, 1851,
2 Ancient Constitutions, 1738.
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ing the * power of correction,” vested in them by their ancient charter, for
the “ amendment” of anything which has * happened emiss,” threugh
the perverseness or moral delinquency of their Grand Masiers.

Hence it is that we find no precedents on the records of the Grand
Lodge of Engtand, to guide us in the present discussion. But we find
that which is more gratifying, because more honorable to our Institution.
We find that nearly a thousand years ago, a * correction, or power and
freedom to regulate themselves, and to amend what might happen amiss,”
was vested in the Fraternity, by the royal charter, under which the first
Grand Lodge in England, was assembled and organized at York. From
this time forward, ¢ the Craft” wasa free and independent organization,
with power to choose its own Grand Masters, and to make regulations for
its own government. It is true, that for many years afierwards, * kings
and other male sovereigns, when made Masons,” were held to be ** Grand
Masters by prerogative, during life.” But the Brethren always retained
in their hands, and claimed the right to use, the power to elect their own
Grand Master, in case of “ neglect of the Craft,” by him who held the
office by * prerogative.”

And here it is pertinent to inquire, if this claim does not clearly imply
the existence of a power to depose the Grand Master for neglect of duty ?
‘Were not our English Brethren warranted in claiming it as a legitimate
element of their charter-power of * correction,””—to *‘ regulate them-
selves,” and to ¢ amend what might happen amiss /" We can view it in
no other light. And if the power fo depose the Grand Master for neg-
lect of daty exists, then there can be no question that the equivalent pow-
er also exists, to depose him for any other sufficient cause. -If the Grand
Lodge possesses the power of * correction,” that is, of discipline, over its
Grand Master for delinquency in one respect, it possesees and may exer-
cise it in all other respects. If it may depose the Grand Master for
neglect of duty, it may discipline him for an abuse of power. If it may
make laws for its own government, it may also make laws for the govern-
ment of those acting under its authority. The power to make laws,
necessarily carries with it a correlative power to provide for their faithful
observance, by such penalties as may be deemed necessary for that purs
pose. If it were otherwise, the pawer to make laws would be a fiction—
a phantom, wanting the substance of reality. The laws themselves would
remaio a nullity upon the record, wanting the force of vitality.

More than a century ago, it was declared by the Grand Lodge of Eng-
land, ¢ that every annual Grand Lodge has an inherent power and author-
ity to make new regulations,” or to alter the existing ones, * for the real
benefit of the ancient Fraternity ; provided always that the old landmarks
be carefully observed,*~—that is, that the inherent, distinctive and funda-
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mental features of the Institution, be neither removed nor impaired. The
power to make new regulations, and to adapt old ones to existing necessi-
ties—to enact laws for the direction and control of its subordinates, and
for the discipline of the perverse and erring—for the protection and per-
petuity of itself, and the security of the ancient landmarks—is the legiti-
mate prerogative and business of the Grand Lodge, * as the supreme Ma-
sonic authority.” The assumption that the Grand Master is clothed with
a power over and above all this—that though his acts may lead to the de-
struction of the entire fabric, he being above all law, * can do no wrong
for which he can be held responsible”—is a doctrine monstrous in its con-
ception, and ruinous in its tendencies. It is placing the creature above
his creator—the agent above his principal—the servant over his master.
It is degrading the authority and dignity of the Grand Lodge, and re-
ducing itto the condition of a menial of the Grand Master. Carry the prin-
ciple out to its ultimate results, and the Grand Lodge is nothing—the Grand
Master everything. He may over-ride its laws, trample its constitutions
under his feet, countermand its most solemn edicts, disband its Lodges,
and involve all in one common ruin and disgrace. He cannot be checked
in his ruinous career ; for he is *“ superior to all authority.” He cannot be
“shaken from his high positjon ;” for *to himself alone is he accounta-
ble.” Such an assumption is beneath the dignity of an argument. To
state it, is its refutation.

‘The opinion entertained by the Grand Lodge of England, as to the ac-
countability of Grand Masters, is contained in the following article from
its Book of Constitutions. It embodies the true principle ; and, doubtless,
what, since the Grand Master first became an elective officer, has been
received by our English Brethren as the law on the subject :—

““If the Grand Master should abuse his power, and render himself unworthy of
the obedience of the Lodges, he shall be subjected to some new regulation, to be
dictated by the occasion ; because, hitherto, the ancient Fraternity have had no
reason to provide for an event which they have presumed would never happen.”

If we analyze this article, we shall find that it contains several plain
and comprehensive provisions ; which may be stated in the following dis-
tinct propositions :—

‘1. The Grand Master may abuse his power. -

2. He may render himself unworthy of the obedience of the Lodges.

3. If guilty of either of these offences, he may be held accountable to the
Grand Lodge.

4. He shall be tried by some new regulation.

5. The Grand Lodge may dictate such new regulation for the occasion,

It will be conceded that we have hére law enough for all practical pur-
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poses, and in a form so simplo as not to require illustration. Tt is suffi-
cient toprotect the Grand Lodge and its interests from the malepractices
of its Grand Master. It is sufficient also 1o secure the respect of its pre-
siding officer, for its laws and regulations. More than this is not needed.
It distinctly recognizes the possibility that the Grand Master may so use
the power entrusted to him, as to forfeit the respect and obedience of the
Lodges. It also recognizes his immediate accountability to the Grand
Lodge for his acts ; and indicates the way in which he may be held to this
accountability ; namely, by a new regulation, which the Grand Lodge is
authorized to make for the occasion. He is not, therefore, the irresponsi-
ble officer which some of our Grand Lodges would have their Brethren
believe him to be. He is as responsible to tho laws of his Grand Lodge,
as the lowest officer or humblest Brother. He bas higher duties to per-
form and higher powers to exercise ; but these afford him no exemptions
from the penalties of violated laws, that are not equally enjoyed by every
other member of his Grand Lodge. In this respect, all stand upon the
Jevel of equality. And here we leave this branch of our subject.

We have said there are no precedents for the arraignment and trial of
Grand Masters, to be found on the records of the Grand Lodge of Eng-
land ; and we have seen the reason why there are none. We are happy
to say, that the history of the Order in this country, furnishes but a single
instance, within our recollection. That is of recent occurrence. In the
early part of the year 1850, the Grand Lodge of Alabama, was called on
to expel its Grand Master, for an oTence against the civil law. He was a
Brother who had long held an enviable place in the affections of his Breth-
ren, and in the confidence of the community. He fell. And his
Grand Lodge, in vindication of its own character and the integrity of the
great moral principles it professes to teach, in deep sorrow, deposed him
from his office, and expelled him from the fellowship of the Fraternity.
This was its duty. It was a painful one; but it,was a duty not to be
avoided. We will not dwell upon it. The fact is sufficient for our pur-
pose. It recognizes the principle for which we contend, that the Grand
Master, equally with the humblest member, is responsible to the laws of
Masonry and the regulations of his Grand Lodge, not dess for the proprie-
ty of his conduct as a moral man, than for his integrity as a Mason. No
Brother, however high his position, can be allowed to reflect dishonor
upon the Institution, or to violate its laws and desecrate its principles, with
impunity.

Were it necessary, it might be shown that in other branches of our In-
stitution in this country, the principle we have been endeavoring to devel-
ope, has been extensively recognized, at least in theory, if not in prac-
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tice. But it is not necessary. And we cannot conclude this hastily
written paper bettér than in the words of the late Grand Master -of the
Grand Lodge of Louisiana.* Our Brother says, the ¢ Grand Master can
make no law by himeelf, nor can he perform any attribute of government,
save under the authority of the Grand Lodget—to every law of which,
and its Constitutions,} must he yield obedience and support, as well by bis
obligations of office, s by reason of his authority being derived from it.
He is now strictly a constitutional officer, elected under and by virtue of a
Constitution, deriving his powers from it, and subject to its limitations;
it is only when the Constitution is silent, that he can fall back on any of
the former attributes of the office, and exercise them for the good of the
Institution. This is the natural and infallible result of the present Grand
‘Lodge system—and to say that the Fraternity, in forming a Grand Lodge,
with a written Constitution, have not the power to limit and define the
power of the Grand Master, is saying they have no right to create a Grand
Lodge at all; for if they cannot do so, then, as a ratural result, his au-
thority is superior, or at least equal, to that of the Grand Lodge,—the
Grand Master having the power to disregard and nullify every act that
mey not please him. If we accept the present Grand Lodge system, we
must aceept its consequences—one of which must infallibly be the cur-
tailment of the power and prerogatives formerly attached to the office of
Grand Master—the making him subject to the Constitution and Laws,
and leaving him no other powers formerly attached to his office, but such
as are hot laid down in those Laws and Constitutions, or inconsistent with
them.§ This is no more a violation of, or encroachment on, the ancient
rules of the society, than the creation of modern Grand Lodges, the re-
quiring of Charters for private Lodges—or many other regulations of the
present day, which encroach upon ancient rights and privileges, but which
have been voluntarily and even cheerfully submitted to by the Fraternity,
for the sake of discipline, harmony, order, and good rule ; and upon ex-
actly the same principle that men in civil society surrender many natur
al rights for the mutual support and protection afforded by an orderly

government.”
(']

* M. W. Joux Gepos, Esq. It is from the réport of the committee on foreign correspond.
emee for 1651,

t As a general ruls, this s tree; but it is not without is emeeptions—~as intimated by our
Brother in his next sentence.—Ebp.

tNot ineonsistent with the ancient laws and usages of the Craft.
. §Thatis, inconsistent with old and uaiversally recognized usages.
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Trax Review (London) in noticing the death of the Duke of WrLLINGTON,
who died at Wilmer Castle, on the 14th Sept. laet, says—* Our noble and illus-
trious Brother, when Colonel of the 33d regiment of foot, was initiated a Brother
in Lodge 494, which was then held in the Casile of Dangan, county of Meath;
the late Earl of Mornington, the Duke’s father, being then Master. This Lodge,
which at that period was compesed of the late Earl of Guildford, Marquis of
‘Wellesley, Earl of Westmeath, Sir John Sommerville, Bart., Sir Benjamin
Chapman, Bart., and other eminent individuals, has for many years been in
abeyance ; but we believe the Warrant is extant. Our warlike Brother now
rests in peace, and when the last trumpet calls him into a new existence, may
he find a place in the Lodge of just men made perfect.”

The Grand Lodge of England held a quarterly communication on the 1st of
September. We notice nothing of special interest in its proceedings, except
the granting of £50 for the relief of an indigent Brother, and the appropriation
of £1200 for lighting and ventilating the 'Temple and Great Hall—a measure of
great necessity, .

The Supreme Council 33d for England and Wales, and the Dependencies of
the British Crown, held a special convocation at London, on the 7th July, when
several Brethren were advanced to the eminent degree of Sov. Prince Rouse
Croix; after which the higher degrees of the Order were opened in ancient and
solemn form, when several distinuguished Brethren were installed into the rank
of Knight K. H. of the 30th degree. At the Banquet, we notice that the Su-
preme Councils at Charleston and Boston were duly remembered.

The new schoolhouse recently erected for the accommodation of the children
of the “ Royal Freemasons’ Girls’ School’’—one of the splendid charities of the
Grand Lodge of England—was dedicated on the second of August, by the M,
'W. Grand Master, the Earl of Zetland. The occasion called together a large
concourse of visitors, and was one of much interest. The following hymn,
written by one of the children of the school, fourteen years of age, was sung on
the occasion :—

Almighty God ! give us Thy grace,
That we may find a resting place ;

Teach us to walk in heaven’s highway,
Nor let us from Thy precepts stray.

And, dearest Lord, show us Thy love,
That we from Thee may never move ;
Be Thon our guardian, Thou our friend,
On us, O Lord, Thy blessing send.

Teach us to love the Bible more,
And all Thy wond'rous works adore §
O may we in Thy werd confide,

Thy Spirit then will be our guide.

Great God ! before Thy throne we fall,

Tﬂf bleuipﬁ send to us, to all, »

Till we shall sing Thy praise above,
In realms of everlasting love.
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Another very intelligent little girl, one of the members of the school, recited
the following verses, written for the occasion by Bro. S. C. Hall :—

¢ Here, from the home your mercies give,
The voice of prayer and praise ascends ;
Here, when in hope you bid us live,
Wae thank our God, and bless our friends.

‘We thank and bless thee, while we know
‘Who bade these generous hearts abound ;
And whence those streams of goodness flow,

By those Masonic signs around.

Signs that to manhood, age, and youth,
{uak of Masonic claims, and call
To learn the great eternal truth
That one Grand Master loveth all.

Here shall the weak sweet shelter find,
Here, safe from want, and far from strife ;
We gather strength to meet mankind,
And arm us for the fight with life.

You found us poor, you gave us wealth,
That time may touch, yet ne'er decay ;
Knowledge, and prudence, temperance, health :
Such are the gifts you give to-day.

You plant with hope, and faith, and prayer,
That the yonnitrees may grow ; and you
Mg know them by the fruit they f)ear,
rateful and healthful, pure and true. *

8uch the reward, nor more nor less,
To which your future hope extends,
From children whom to-day you bless
With homes, protectors, teachers, friends.

Asking the help of God on high,

To guide the young, the poor, the weak ;
Shall we not try, nor vainly try,

To give the recompense you seek !

M;y the Great Architect, whose care
onl'iyouth you imitate to-day ;

Mg e, whose ministers you are,

ear our young voices as we pray-.

And from his mercy-seat above,
Bless you with all things pure and good ;
With homes of plenty, peace and love,
And bless your bond of Brotherhood.”

It is stated as an interesting fact, that Lodge 718, on the Island of St. Helena,
since its constitution, July 1848, has initiated 123 ; admitting 49 adjoining mem-
bere; and paid to the Grand Lodge of England fund of beaevolence, and other
charities, between three and four hundred pounds sterling! Such active be-
nevolence is worthy of the highest praise. :

The centennial anniversary of the establishment of the Prov. Grand Lodge of
Cornwall, England, was celebrated on the 7th September last.

The corner-stone of St. Leonard’s church, at Balderstone, Eng., was laid in
Masonic form, on the 22d July. The architectural style of the new church is to
be that prevalent in the 14th century, and known as Deoorated English.
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" The cornerstone of the new Infirmary at Dundee, was laid by the Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, the Duke of Atholl, on the 22d July,
with Masonic honors. The ceremonies were imposing, and attracted a numer-
ous attendance of persons from the neighboring towns. The following ode was
sung during the ceremonies :—

Hail to the Craft, which hath for ages stood

The taunts of Envy and the threats of Power.

In friendship firm, obedient to the laws,

The Mason stands the Patriot and the Man.
Hail to the Craft, &c.

When meek-eyed Pity doth for aid implore,

His heart expands,—she never pleads in vain.

The needy’s call he freely will obey,

And share the gifts that Heaven on him bestows.
ail ! to the Craft, &c. :

The Prov. Grand Lodge of Belfast, Ireland, held a quarterly meeting on the
9th June, the venerable and R. W. Brother Archdeacon Mant, presiding. We
are rejoiced to learn that the Order is flourishing in Ireland—the intolerant Ro-
man Catholic priesthood in denouncing it, having served only as a means of
largely extending it, and increasing its numbers,

The bodies of Lt. Col. Fordyce and Lt. Carey, who had been interred in “ the
bush,” at the Cape of Good Hope, where they had fallen, whilst gallantly fight-
ing in behalf of their country, were exhumed and removed to Graham’s Town,
where they were re-interred with Masonic honors, in May last.

A quarterly communication of the Prov. Grand Lodge of Madras, India, was
held on the 7th July. The D. G. Master, R. W. Bro. J. B. Key, gave notice
that in consequence of his contemplated return to England, he had tendered his
resignation to the P. G. M. Lord Elphinstone, Governor of India.

GRAND LODGE OF OHIO.

As briefly stated in our last, the Grand Lodge of* Ohio, held its late annual
communication, at the old city of Chillicothe, where the Grand Lodge was orig-
inally organized in 1808. A correspondent writes us that the address of the
Grand Master (Hon. Wwu. B. HusBarp, of Columbus), at the opening of the
Grand Lodge, was an eloquent and able performance ; and says—*There were
between four and five hundred Brethren present, who were full of zeal and en-
ergy. Bro. Hubbard was re-elected, having 350 of 400 votes cast. The future
prospects of the Grand Lodge are most encouraging. Under the faithful man-
agement of its present able and efficient Grand Master, it cannot do otherwise
than prosper. The Grand Orator,—whose duty'it was to make the public address,
being absent, that duty was assumed, at the request of the Grand Lodge, by M.
W. Brother HusBaRD, and most admirably did he acquit himself—though little
or no time was allowed for preparation. His address was practical in its tone
and matter, and was received with great favor by the large audience present.
The Grand Lodge closed its business in peace and harmony. 1 was much ple.ased
with the general appearance of the members. They are worthy and intelligent

10
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Brethren, and a credit to Masonry in the West. Great praise is due to their
talented Grand Master for his untiring devotion to their interests.” \

The following are the officers for the current year :—W. B. HusBaRD, of Col-
umbus, G. M.; A. D. BiaxLow, of Cleveland, D. G. M.; W. B. Dopbs, of Cin-
cinnati, G. 8, W.; L. V. Biegck, of Akron, G.J. W,; L. JEwzrT, of Athens,
G. Treas.; J. D. CaLpwELL, of Cincinnati, G. Secretary.

The Grand Bodies meet next year at Chillicothe—the Grand Lodge on the
third Tuesday of October—the Grand Chapter on the second Friday of October
—the Grand Council on the second Thursday of October—and the Grand En-
campment on the second Thursday of October.

[orra@INaAL,.]

THE MASON'S FAREWELL.

WRITTEN EXPRESSLY FOR THE HARMONEONS,
Words.—Bv Bg. Davip Barkes, or Paciric Lobex, ME.
Music.—By Br. JorN Poweg, or THE HarMoNEONS.

WaiLe far, far away from my native land,
To feel the warm “‘grip” from a Craftsman’s hand,
And to hear the ‘‘ word,” and to see the *sign,”
Will strangely quicken this pulse of mine :
For I know full well that a friend is near,
To whisper a word in th’ ‘attentive ear,”
And to “ walk barefoot” 'neath a winter’s sky,
To aid a Brother of the “ mystic tie.”
Chorus.—We've met on the  Level,”

We'll part on the ‘ Square,”

For prized as the sunlight

My Brothers, you are.

REPEAT.

"Tis a long farewell I must quickly say,
For the cares of life bid me haste away, ‘
But I leave my heart, and a tear-drop, too,
As a pledge that I'm ever a Mason true, |
And will toil with the ¢ Craft” till I yield my breath
To a gavel-blow from the hand of death. ‘
*Tis a kind farewell I must quickly speak
While the scalding tears course down my cheek.
Chorus.—God bless you, my Brothers,
It pains me to part—
You're dear as the life-drops
Which visit my heart.
RepeaT.
Farewell.
Farewell.
Farewell.
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THE KNIGHTS TEMPLARS.—NO. XXI.

[ Written for this Magazine by R. W. Jou~ H. Suzppanp.]

Our noble Brother W pE 1o MorE at this time was Master of the Temple,
and Preceptor of England, and the illustrious James px Moray, Grand Mas-
ter of the Knights Templars of the Holy Land, and of course the supreme head
of the society in all parts of the world. He succeeded G. M. Gaudini, who died
of sorrow and despair at the afflictions of his brethren, A. D, 1205, Molay was
of lofty descent, from the lords of Longvic and Raon in Burgundy—sa nobleman
in whose veins flowed the purest blood of chivalry. Molay had been Grand Pre-
ceptor in England, where he was vigilant and active in his government and reg-
ulations. After he was chosen Grand Master, he went to France, and there was
present at the baptism of the son of Philip le Bel, and, indeed, held the infant in
his arms at the font. From thence he went to Cyprus, accompanied by a large
body of French and English Brethren. This Island, it should be remembered,
was given to the Templars by Richard Ceeur de Lion. At Limisso were the
head quarters of the Fraternity, since the fall of Palestine and their mournful
exile from the cities and towers they had so long defended. At Gastira by the sea-
shore, Nicosia and Limisso, were their houses and preceptories; and the ruins of
& magnificent church they built in this fsland, are still visible. But the
king of Cyprus was jealous of their power and influence, and it was at the
height of their quarrels and bitter feeling, when the G. M., James de Molay
arrived.

Though Pope Boniface wrote severely to the king of Cyprus, and rebuked
him for his unfriendly and oppressive conduct to the Templars, yet the treacher-
ous treatment of this haughty Pope served only to aggravate the condition of
the Templars. Molay, touched by the indignity they experienced at Cyprus, left
the inhospitable kingdom of the petty monarch, and sought the shores of Pales-
tine. He was encouraged by Casan Cham, the Mogul king of Persia, who had
married a beautiful christian princess, which induced him to look on the Knights
with a more friendly eye, and thus to form an alliance. Molay with the Tem-
plars landed at Suadia, and having joined their Tartar allies, encamped near the
ruins of Antioch. Thirty thousand troops were put under his command. A
great battle was fought with the Sultans of Egypt and Damascus. Aleppo and
several cities surrendered to their united arms. Again the Templars under Mo-
lay conquered Jerusalem,and were seen in the desolate streets of that city;
and again they knelt before the shrine of the Holy Sepulchre—the last gleam of
glory, as the sun of chivalry went down, shone on the mountains of Palestine,
ere it was extinguished forever!

Molay was encouraged—Hope sat on the plume of his helmet, and shone
bright in a momentary splendor, ere the night of deepest sorrows gathered round
this illustrious man. He sent enthusiastic letters to Europe, but the cold ear of
Christendom was untouched. Indifferent to his success, neither Pope nor Euro-
pean monarch, nor the degenerate sons of knighthood, listened to his earnest ap-
peal for succor and encouragement. 'The spirit of the Crusader had gone by,—
it had received its death-blow, never to be healed nor restored.

Casan was obliged to return home, on account of domestic troubles. He loft
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20,000 men under the command of Molay, who drove the Saracens from Gaza
into the desert of Egypt. But a revolt of the Tartars soon followed. The Tem-
plars retreated to Aradus, an Island near Tortosa. Here they were attacked bya
fleet, and by an army of 10,000 troops; were compelled to abandon their fortress,
and werc nearly all slain. One hundred and twenty survivors defended their
last tower, and were finally permitted by a treaty to retire to Cyprus ; but the
perfidious Infidels, violating their promise, rose and slew them. Whether G. M.
Molay was in the last battle of Tortoso, is uncertain. Nor is there any authen-
tic history how he escaped from Syria, or what was his fate, untii November 26,
1309, when he was arrested and cast into prison, of which we shall soon speak.,
The fate of the Knights Hospitallers was more fortunate than that of their
Brethren the Templars. They retained their popularity in the courts of Europe,
and flourished for many ages on the wealth and ruin of their unhappy compan-
ions. When Acre was taken, and they were driven out of Palestine, all the sur-
vivors fled in a large vessel to Cyprus. Afterwards these scattered exiles were
githered in a strong force, attacked the renowned and fertile Island. of Rhodes,
gained possession of it in 1310, and went by the name of Knights of Rhodes.
They retained the dominion of this stronghold in the Mediterranean until 1522.
But their history belongs to another department, and it is only touched here for
the sake of elucidation of our subject. A
We resume the persecution and sufferings of the Templars in Great Britain.
Under the royal decree of Edward IL, their general arrest and imprisonment in
1307, were mentioned in our-last number. In pursuance of this, Wm. de la More,
G. M.—a veteran warrior who fought in the fields of Palestine, and retreated not
an inch until Acre was lost—Rodulph de Barton, Michael de Baskerville, and
John de Stoke, officers of rank in the Temple, together with a number of aged
and eminent Brethren, were taken out of the Tower and separately examined on
false.charges.  Fortyseven Knights had been confined in the dungeons of that
terrible prison-house—the Bastile of England—and of such tragic memory. In
England there were no less than two hundred and twentynine Kuights Templars
confined in the various jails, on bare suspicion, without oath or evidence, at the
mere beck of a weak, cowardly prince—who listened only to the voice of their
enemies, or to his own hungry appetite for their possessions—they were auddenlj
snatched from the bosoms of their families, and contrary to the very form, as
well as substance of the Magna Charta, they were seized in the midst of a peo-
ple boasting freedom, and imprisoned. o
. After languishing in chains and loathsome cells for more that twenty months,
they appeared before the Inguisition, composed of Dieudonne, Abbot of Lagny,
Sicard de Vaur, the Pope’s chaplain, and the Bishop of London. They were
assisted by foreign notaries, to catch up and record each word which might drbp
amidst torture and blood from the agonized and bewildered mind of the sufferer.
Several—for human nature could endure no more—several broken down men
confessed the most contradictory and absurd crimes, and were absolved and re-
leased. Others were remanded to prison. Four Koights of some rank made
confession and were pardoned ; thirteen who were recently admitted into the

Fraternity - ded igno | the nature and principles_of the Order, and
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were dismissed on their recantation ; thirtytwo more made a general confession
and abjured their fellowship ; five, 0o aged and sick for removal from the Tower,
on their acknowledgment of error, were pardoned. The Inquisition was secret.
No stranger nor spectator was admitted to witness the dark proceedings of their
demoniac court. The fortyseven Knights from the Tower, all denied the crimes
imputed to them, and persisted in their innocence.

The accusation contained eightyseven specific articles, such as heresy, blas-
phemy, idolatry, and the most impure offences ; some of them embraced trivial
points of theology, and others were based on rites and ceremonies too puerile and
ludicrous to claim notice ; indeed there was one for adoration of a fom-cat, al-
leged to have been placed in the midst of their secret assemblies, as an object of
worship—a slander without even the ingenuity of wit, and only worthy of a big-
ot in the humiliating age of witchcraft. Torture alone could give seriousness to
such a charge.

When William de la More, the intrepid Grand Master and his thirty compan-
ions, each apart and without a friend to aid and defend them, were interrogated
on these charges, they one and all peremptorily denied them. The examination
was protracted from day to day for several weeks. At last the bishops urged the
king to surrender the Templars to the tender mercies of an Ecclesiastical Coun-
cil, and it was forthwith constituted.

* On the 20th day of April, 1311, before the bishops of London and Chichester,
together with the papal Inquisition, notwithstanding they had been repeatedly
‘examined and put to the torture, all the Templars in the Tower were again
brought forward and put on their defence; and it was at this time a declaration
of their innocence, drawn up in Norman French, was presented by them to that
tribunal. In a lofty, dignified and eloquent manner, they repudiated the base
charges of their enemies, appealed to their vows of obedience, maintained their
faith in Christ, and called to mind the aid which they had rendered Christendom,
in the defence of the cross. They spoke like men to men who all believe in the
truth. The commencement of their defence, as handed down to us, is solemn
and striking :—

“ Be it known to our honorable father, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Primate
of England, and to all the prelates of the Holy Church, and to all Christians,
that all we Brethren of the Temple here assembled and every one of us, are
Christians, and believe in our Saviour, Jesus Christ, in God the Father omnipo-
tent.” They desired that their defence, in the very language it was given and
written down, might be read before this tribunal and heard by all people. Let
any fair and candid mind compare a document like this with the contradictory,
silly and unnatural counts of the indictment—to use the law phraseology—and
then judge.

They set forth, ¢ And if in our examination we have said, or done, any thing
through ignorance of a word, since we are unlettered men, we are ready to suf-
fer for our holy church, like Him who died for us on the blessed cross. And we
believe all the sacraments of the church. And we beseech you, for the love of
God, and as you hope to be saved, that you judge us as you will have to answer
for yourselves, and for us, before God.” This was presented by William de la
More and twentyseven others. And, indeed, they might have spread before that
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tribunal, the character and glory of their Order for two hundred years, when the
immortal Godfrey, Duke of Bouillon, and Bohemond, and Tancred, led the ar-
mies of Europe against the combined powers of Asis,and planted the cross on
the citadel of Antioch and the towers of Jerusalem; when they fought by the
side of Richard Cceur de Lion at Acre, and with St. Louis on the banks of the
Nile; and when they defended the maritime castles and marts of Syria, until
thinned in their ranks by the countless numbers of the enemy, and left alone by
the mercenary princes and priests of Europe, they were irresistably overpowered
and driven into exile, and were now left to a merciless foe in their native coun-
try, where they had ever been the promoters of law and the defenders of
liberty. Bat it might have been only & waste of words in a whirlwind  Their
solemn defence was of no avail. Sicard de Vaur the head inquisitor, introduced
two confessions of recreant Templars, and also some abandoned women, and &
mass of hearsay evidence to testify against them. They were sent back to their
loathsome cells in chains, on short allowance of bread and water. The king
again gave them up to the torture, and the French tormentors applied their horri-
ble engines with hellish ferocity, even to extremity, usque at judicium sanguinis !
Not to English, but to foreign hands—the tools of Philip. . And they did extort
some confessions from three poor crushed Brethren, and afterwards from some
others. Finally a kind of compromise was made, and a great many Templars
by abjuring the Order were restored to freedom.

GRAND MASTER OF CALIFORNIA.

SincE the opening article in our present number was put in type, we have re-
ceived a printed copy of the answer of the Grand Master of California, to the
charges preferred against him by his Grand Lodge in August last. No principle,
other than those we have already discussed, is involved in the defence. The Grand
Master claims that he “has the power to make Masons at will,” and on this be-
lief he has acted, as alleged by his Grand Lodge, or as explained in the extracts
from his defence, given below. On the correctness of this proceeding, we have
nothing to add to what has been already said. The only remaining question in
the case is, therefore, one of fact. And there seems to be very little difference
of opinion between the parties in this respect,—at least as to the material facts
presented in the four articles of impeachment, before published. We have nei-
ther space nor leisure to examine the collateral issues the present month. But
having published the direct allegations, it is proper that we should also publish
the explanations, by the accused. They are as follows, and will be the better
understood if the reader will take the trouble to refer to the charges, as given in
the November number of this Magazine, and compare the two together :—

““Itis true Mr. H. M. Lewis was rejected by that Lodge, in my presence.%

‘¢ It is true Mr. C. D. Aiken was rejected by Mountain Shade Lodge, No. 18, and
afterwards made by me.

‘It is further true, I made two other Masons at Goodyear’s Bar, some six or sev-

.;‘. The el\muhn Mr. Lewis was subsequently made by the Grand Master. This it‘
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en miles distant from the seat, and beyond the jurisdiction of that Lodge, and re-
eeived fees for the three latter, as the report of the * called meeting’ sets forth. But
to all these ¢ charges’ an une%uivoca.l explanation can be given.
. ““The committee, or part thereof, to whom Mr. Lewis’ application was referred,
ml,‘!:'led me ‘that he should be blackballed,’ and influences used to effect it on the
o

‘¢ It was done, and for what cause? Forsooth, because he had changed or rather
transposed his name, prior to leaving the Atlantic for this State in 1849, from H.
Lewis Moses, to H. Moses Lewis.

. * The persons most interested in him, some dalys after furnished me with a peti-
tion respectably signed, as herewith shown, so! icitini me to make him a Mason,
and among the signers are some whose Masonic knowledge gave them assurances,
th? ‘were acting no way in violation of those sacred duties which form the line
and rule of their actionskund not contravening either a prescribed or constitutional
right. Due care was taken by me to investigate his character, and to his credit be
it said, the tongue of rumor cannot trumpet forth aught against his fair fame, and I
felt satisfied he was a good citizen.

¢ When convened on the night of the 25th of June, I had, in common with all
the signers of the petition, and others who were in attendance to assist, a desire to
perform the ceremony in the hall devoted to Masonr , but it was occupied by anoth-
er Lodge, as the ‘ report of proceedings’ bears testimony to, and it was concluded
to adjourn to a place to carry it out, of all others the most sanctified for the pur-
pose, and where I convened an ¢ occasional Lodge,’ and being assured by all present,

some ten or twelve Brothers, that they were willing to proceed, that I concluded to

cora ly with the request.

n the case of Mr. C. D. Aiken, while on an official visit to Mountain Shade
Lodge, No. 18, about two hundred and fifty miles from this city, application was
made to me by several members thereof, to instruct them by what procedure the
n:ﬁative vote could be taken from the applicant aforesaid, the Brother who black-
balled him, being desirous of retracting his objections, and the Lodge of seeing him
among its members. My reply was simple, and I instructed them, if the Brother,
(Green), stated his desires in open Lodge, when we met at night, and it received
the concurrence of the members, there could be no obstacle.

¢ It was accordingly done, in open Lodge, by Bro. Green. The W. M., officers,
and a large attendance of members being present, (Brother Loder, of New York,
also in e), the retraction was made, and I was solicited to make him, (Mr. C.
D. Aiken,) in open Lodge then and there assembled; as much to exemplify my
wc;xl-lk, as t: enable the Fraternity to have him made by virtue of my presence and
suthority.

“ As t{ others, who I am ¢ charged with making, residing in the immediate vicinity
g‘ a Lodge,’ I unhesitatingly declare that the report of Brothers J. King, Wm. R.

. Cole, and W. D, Fair, is not altogether in keeping with strict accordance
with that which should always be, when a Brother stands charged, (if that charge
even were tenable,) and be based on such solid facts, as to be able to bear the most
rigid scrutiny, without a possible chance of being contradicted.

¢ Numerous Brethren, some twenty or more, residing at Goodyear’s Bar, beyond
the jurisdiction of Mountain Shade Lodge, No. 18, in a body solicited me to make
two worthy men, who were, as I understood them, about to leave their region for
the South, (and where no Lodge existed), during my presence amongst them, and
they were made in an ‘occasional Lodge,'"t by me in the presence of twenty or
more Brothers, and by their ‘ unanimous desire and consent.’ Among these Brethren
‘were several of long standing, and intimate acquaintance with the ‘ Landmarks’ of
the Order, whose hair had grown grey in the service thereof, and who had lived
and served under its banners, at a time when ¢ Masons’ souls were tried,” and ‘ who
have borne the heat and burden of the day.’

* The charge is that the Grand Master took the fee of one hundred dollars, in this case.
‘We should suppose it belonged to the Lodge.

t Our Brother seems to entertain the conviction that he embodies in himself, as Grand

r, the elements of a tnvollinge"omwn' al Lodge,” and that whenever and wherever

he happens to meet with a number of Brethren, he may then and there, open and “ make

Masons at will.” We give him all credit for his sincenty, but he is mistaken,—or we are

If we, then the nemsity for chartered Lodges no longer exists—nor, as to that matter, for
Grand Lodges either. The Grand Master has ample power to do the business of both.
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¢« Of the * funds’ arising therefrom, my Brothers who have deemed it proper
to make that a ¢ point’ of objection, T must in due candor say, they not only have
prejudged the case, but have rendered judgment, that of itself has no law to sup-
port it, or evidences adduced that I have appropriated them to my own use. )

]t would have been more in keeping with that strict charity which the secrets
of our noble Order inculcates, to have awaited the result of my year’s labor, and of
the report I have by constitutional provisions to yield at our next annual session,
The appropriation thereby shall never rise in judgment against me, and I conscien-
tiously believe, I have the ¢ constitutional and inherent right’ to be allowed some
little discriminating power therein, and it would have been sufficient in season next
May, when my report was made, for any Brother to have carped and cavilled at my
agts, before arriving at any conclusive construction that they would be in any wise
mis-appropriated or applied to my own use.

4 On page Sth, ¢ called meeting,’ the following resolution '(4th), requires some ex:
planation from me. It is true I entered a working Lodge, California, No. 1, during
its session on the first Thursday in June past, but on what grounds it can be set
forth ‘as a visitor,” I know not, or that ¢ I interfered with the proceedings, refused
to obey the gavei of the Master, when called to order,’ and ‘ treat the Master with
the respect due his office, using language unworthy of a Brother, and conducted in
an unmasonic manner.’ )

“To these allegations, I must in good feeling to the framers of the report state, that
such is not altogether a fair or impartial statement, as too many Brothers who were
present can testify.

‘ By the constitution of Freemasonry, which every Brother I presume has read,
¢ The Grand Master has full authority and right not only to be present, but also to
preside in every Lodge, with the Master of the Lodge on his left hand,’* and b,
the 10th declaration of assent to the ancient charges on a Master's installation,
wonder how any W. M. should act in so direct contradiction to what he promises,
as the narrative will hereafter set forth.

‘ Assuming this doctrine to be correct as to the ‘rights of the Grand Master,’ and
that he can exercise them on all occasions on entering a Lodge officially or other-
wise, I cannot discover how I can be, or how I am to be, considered a *visitor,’ at
any time that I visit any Lodge in my jurisdiction, and unless solicited, invariabl
allow the W. M. to preside, or on what grounds the resolutions 4th, on page 8th, is
gredxcated, with no further testimony before my Brethren * that any overt act’ had

een committed by me. But if the report does not set forth facts that would offend
the sensibilities of those who have taken so active a part against me, and whose
names naturally must have been brought before the bar of Masonic o inion; I
will not shrink from the responsibility of unveiling the mystiﬁcation with which
this resolution is enshrouded, nor endeavor to fall back at this time upon those * in-
herent rights,’ which appertain to myself in common with all Brother Grand Mas.
ters, past, present, or future.

“On the night of June 3d last, I visited California Lodge, No. 1, was received as
usual, and took a seat on the left of the W. M. All matters worked harmoniously,
until a report on the application of a Brother, L. A. Peck from New York, for mem-
bershlp, was sgoken of by the Bro. Sec. I rose, and politely solicited the Lodge to
pause in balloting for him, until I had obtained certain answers from New York, in
regard to the correctness of the applicant’s statement, prefacing the subject with
good and cogent reasons for my so doing. On this, Brother W. D. Fair rose, and
called the ‘ Grand Master’ to order. The W. M. ‘ came down with his gavel.’ 1
igpealefi to the good sense of the Lodge, but I regret to say without avail. The W.

. replied to me, and the unmasonic and unworthy language, which it is hinted I
used, was, I am constrained to say, made the theme of the W. M. and sundry other
Brothers, who I cannot claim as friendly disposed towards me. There is abundant

;:::ern?” the veracity of this statement, by Brotbers of that Lodge who were

These extracts are all we have room for, the present month ; and as they
cover the whole ground embraced in the charges as published by us, they seem
to be all that is necessary, in order to be just to the accused. We shall proba-
bly take occasion to refer to the case again, . -

* We entertain views somewhat different from those which our Broth ¥ .
tain on this point, but have not space now to state them. oF seems to” enter
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PROPOSED ORPHAN ASYLUM.

Wk take pleasure in laying the following cirenlar and accompanying resolu-
tions before our readers; and, in compliance with the request contained in the
fifth resolution, recommend the subject to their favorable consideration. All that
need be said further, is so well said by the Brother who signs the circular, that
we feel ourselves fully relieved of that necessity, at least for the present :—

City of Washington, Nov. 13th, 1853.

At a large and most interesting convocation of the Ancient Fraternity of Fres
and Accepted Masons of Virginia and the District of Columbia, at the Tomb of
‘Washington, on the 4thi day of November instant, by invitation of Fredericksburg
Lodge, No. 4, in which, on the 4th day of November, 1752, WasuinaTon was duly
entered an apprentice Mason, among other things the annexed preamble and resolu-
tions were unanimously adopted, and it was made my duty to communicate them to
you. :

The object is one to which every true Masonic heart will feelingly respond ; and
when the time, the place, and the occasion are considered, I cannot but entertain the
most abiding belief that the Fraternity will not suffer such a call to pass unheeded,
but that all true Masons, and all Masonic bodies throughout this Union, will strive
to see who shall be foremost, and who shall do most, in aiding to establish a char-
ity for which they shall receive the blessings of the widow and the orphan, not
only of this generation, but of generations yet unborn.

Any remittances which may be made to me shall be faithfully and securely in-
vested, until the sum named shall have accumulated, and then the course pointed
out by the resolutions shall be followed, for the regular and permanent establish-
ment of the Association. Fraternally yours,

. B. B. Feexcn.

Preamble and Resolutions unanimously adopted at the Tomb of Washington, on the
4th day of November, 1852,

Whereas, we, Free and Accepted Masons, having assembled here to pay proper
respect to the memory of a beloved Brother, who, one hundred years ago, this day,
first saw the Masonic light, and being desirous of erecting a moral monument here
to commemorate this pilgrimage, do

Resolve, That we form ourselves into an Association, to be known as the Wasg-
mwvaron Mount VERNON MasoNic OrPHANS' ASSOCIATION.

Resolved, That the Grand Masters of Virginia, Maryland, and the District of
Columbia, be trustees to receive any funds that may be contributed to this Associa.
tion.

Resolved, That as soon as one thousand dollars shall be contributed, that the
trustees meet and make a permanent organization by the appointment of a Presi.
dent, Secretary, and Treasurer; and that they make such a Constitution and By-
laws as they deem proper, basing them on the principle of relief to the orphans of
Free Masons throughout the United States,

Resolved, That every Masonic publisher in the Union, be requested to give this
a place in his publication, and urge contributions to this object.

Resolved, That every Grand and Subordinate Lodge, and sueh other Masonic
bodies as may think the ohject a worthy one, be requested to take action thereon.

Resolved, That B. B. French, G. M. of Masons in the District of Columbia, be
requested to see that these resolutions are communicated to the Masonic publica-
tions and Grand Lodges of the United States, with a request that any communica-
tions or remittances may be made to him. )

11
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LODGES IN THE FIFTH DISTRICT.

R. W. Bro. Moore :—I had the pleasure of meeting with Rising Star Lodge,
in Stoughton, and installing its officers on the evening of Nov. 26th. The Char-
ter was dated 1779. Here are venerable and valuable members, who have borne

-up the ark of the covenant, and kept the jewels bright by use, during years of
opposition. They stood, and yet stand, firm in duty; and well versed in the
tenets and forms of Masonry. Several volumes of the Masonic Magazine were
on the table, and as the Lodge voted to subscribé for it another year, I conclude
the Brethren intend to avail themselves of the best means of information, res-
pecting the Institution. )

On the 29th Nov., I visited Corner Stone Lodge, at Duxbury. The members
are zealous, and have work to do, and as they are “apt to teach,” those  that hail
from that Lodge are well instructed.

Plymouth Lodge, at Old Plymouth, was re-organized last Spring. The east
wind has blown upon it since, but there are sure indications that the Light will
soon burn on their altar, the tools become polished by their contact with the sci-
ons of Plymouth Rock.

" Old Colony I.odge, Hingham, was re-organized last February, and has made
a good report. Under the supervision of Bro. Marshal Lincoln, it could not help
but work, and work well.

Montgomery Lodge, at Medway, sustains its former reputation, and is desir-
ous of being removed to Milford. If the Grand Lodge permit its removal, it will
be in a more central position, it meetings be more fully attended ,—greater zeal
will be manifested, and more work will be done. .

Thus endeth the chapter, for the fifth district.

In Faith, Hope and Charity, thy Brother,

AvLsErT Cask,
\

THE TRESTLE-BO.ARD.

A NEw edition of the TREsTLE-BoaBD has just been issued from the
press, and all orders for it will be promptly answered.

This work has received the sanction and recommendation of the hlgh-
est authorities in the United States, and is now more universally used in
this and foreign countries, than any other Text-Book ever published. It
contains every thing that is required, in this form, in the working of
Lodges, Chapters, Councils, and Encampments. Its historical, illustra-
tions have been prepared with great care, and are entirely reliable ; and
it is believed, that in a literary point of view, it is free from the defects
which too often, for the credit of our Institution, characterize works of its
class, The work is sold at $12 a dozen. A liberal discount will be
made to Lodges and booksellers.
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GRAND CHAPTER OF NORTH CAROLINA:

W have had the proceedings of this Grand Chapter laying upon our table
'for a considerable length of time, but have not been able to find room in our

pages for a notice of them, at an earlier day; and even now, we can do them
but partial justice.

The address of the M. E. Grand High Priest, Comp. RoBerT G. Rankix,
comes first in order, and it is no undeserved compliment to its author, to say that
it is an able and well written paper. Baut of this our readers can judge for them-
selves from the following extracts. Our regret is that we cannot spare room
for the entire address :—

“The rapid increase of Masonry—Ancient Craft and Royal Arch—throughout
our land within a8 few years past, has and ought to be a source of gratulation to
every Mason. But in our prosperity, it would be oftentimes well to recollect, that
the strength of Masonry is not in its numbers, but in the virtue and wisdom of its
members. To t;mxse and ask, whether many in the multitude who have knocked
at our doors and been admitted within the vails have not been fully content, and
deemed themselves experts in the mysteries of the Craft, forgetting that Masonry
is a science, requiring deep and severe study to be understood and appreciated, and
that by their admission, they have but laid the foundation, upon which to build
their future moral and Masonic edifice. )

“ The age is a progressive one, The spirit of enterprise is awakened, and we
fear the feelings of the man may rise superior to the duties of the Mason. But Ma-
sonry cannot progress : its laws, its principles, its traditions are unchangeable, im-
mutable, and even in these times of improvement, the wisdom of its great founders
cannot be equalled. -It is our duty to guard it from innovation, to guard it faith-
fully from all influences of whatever nature, calculated to detract from its useful-

" ness, or lower it from the l;':gh r:rspect ‘irto diinity gemal:is from the world,

* An evil now claiming the attention of Masons in other States, may with equal
propriety be applied to our own. I allude to a certain degree of levity prevailing
to a greater or less extent during our ceremonies. Is there an intelligent Mason
who can point to our ceremonies in Masonry without there finding food for solemn
reflection ? Is there in our ritual one sentence, but is well calculated to excite the
most solemn sentiments in one of sufficient intelligence to understand its symbolic
meaning ? There is in every ceremony and in every word of Masonry, something
intended to convey some great and solemn truth. I invite your attention to'the
remarks of the Deputy Grand High Priest of Georgia on this subject. He says,
¢ The levity too frequently displayed on occasions of the performance of the Ma-
sonic work of the Craft, should be effectually discountenanced and thoroughly re-
formed. He who sees in every expressive phrase of our sublime ritual, the pecu-
liar symbolic teachings of the Order, has his mind occupied with other and far dif-
ferent sensations ; while to the initiate who fails to perceive, through the acted al-
legory, the great moral lessons which lie beyond, his very thoughtlessness should
display his unfitness for the Eosition he occupies.’” Companions, treasure these
words. Take them home with you, and let your example teach their importance,
therebz influencing the conduct of those you represent. ’l' . * ¥

‘“ Whatever analogy there may be in Masonry to revealed religion, necessarily
exists from the nature of its doctrines and the purity of its precepts. Masonry
claims but an humble station as a co-worker in inculcating the true principles of
morality, acting as a powerful agent of virtue. Itis but a greatsocial, moral com.

act, composed of men fraternizing and working together in disseminating brother-
ry love, relief and truth, and while acknowledging the ‘ Great Author’ of all good,
and having as their great light His Holg Word, can, and does boast of perfect free-
dom from sectarian Influences. Around its mystic altar, are found men of all na-
tions, kindred and tongue, united with one voice and heart in offering their devotion
to the Great I Am—ever remembering a Brother’s welfare in their adorations.—
Masonry being thus universal, teaches us the universality of Charity—its ennoblinﬁ
virtue. To this the attention of Masons are particularly directed—the cup of col
water cheerfully given, the timely intimation of approaching danger, the ready
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corrertion of error, words kindly spoken—are in instances, more powerful, making
a deep and lasting impression, proving far more effectual than the most lavish be-
stowal of gold and silver. But to advise the erring and relieve the distressed are
pot the only attributes of Charity. It extends to all the walks of life, to matters
beyond the grave, and the highest as well aa the lowest are sometimes supplicants
at her doors. I have said that Masonry was free from religious or sectarian taints,
and it is because this ennobling virtue of our Order teaches us to give due weight
to the opinion of our Brother, to expostulate with him if in error, at the same time
acknowledging his ri%‘ht and giving due credit for a conscientious discharge of duty.
Hence, Masonry has for ages presented a platform upon which all could assemble,
and in her ranks are ever to be found, bound by the silken cords of Charity, the
christian of whatever denomination, believing that there is a sojourner travelling
with him through time to eternity. The Israelite who perceives in the ‘ signs, types
and symbols’ of our ceremonies, something to remind him of prophesies, to him yet
uan{ulfilled—the devotees of Mahomet, believing that there is but one God and Ma-
homet is his prophet. The greatest beauty in Masonry is this universality. It has
been handed down to us from generation to generation pure, beautiful, grand ; pure
in its teachings and print.;iﬂles, beautiful in its traditions and ceremonies, grand in
its antiquity and universality. Let us endeavor so totransmit it. Ley us endeavor
to guard it from being placed too high in the scale of religion on the one hand, too
low in the scale of morality on the other, then will peace always dwell within our
walls, and ¢ the landmarks which our fathers have set’ continue to guide us in the
paths of prosperity and happiness. But if we neglect all those lessons which are
taught in our school of discipline—if we forget that by intolerance or bigotry, we
might offerd a Brother, thereb{ destroying thia uuniversality, we jeopardize the'
very existence of an [nstitution that has stood the test of ages, survived the devas-
“tations of war, and triumphantly withstood the attacks of the ignorant and design~

ing.

% Another great beauty of Masonry is its uniformity. To this subject our Grand
Chapter has given due attention, and spared no effort to secure it within our juris-
diction. But the multiplicity of Charts now extant, tend to defeat it. The Gen-
eral Grand Chapter having, at its last session, revised the mode of work, and my
experience the past year in conferring degrees, leads me to suggest Moore’s new
Masonic TresTLE-BoarD as more particularly applicable to that mode, and, though
not formally authorized by the G. G. Chapter, yet has the sanction of its principal
officers. I respectfully recommend, that our Subordinates be requested to use this
work in the ceremonies appertaining to Royal Arch Masonry. % %  #

<1 cannot congratulate you, Companions, upon any large increase of Subordi-
nate Chapters during the &ut Masonic year. Cyrus Chapter, formerly No. 9, h
upon proper application, been revived as No. 21. A dispensation has been grant
by the De\mt‘y Graud High Priest, whose report is in the hands of the Grand See-
retary, the fees in both cases are in the Grand Treasury. If we have not
materially added to the number of our Chapters, we can, from information re-
ceived by me at various times, congratulate ourselves upon the addition of good
and true Companions, exalted by the Chapters now in existence. These will in
time bring forth good fruit, and Royal Areh Masonry, now with us comparatively
in its infancy, will assume the position of manhood.”

The various subjects noticed in the address, were referred to appropriate com-
mittees. The following is the report of one of these commitiees, and was
adopted :—

¢ The Sl?ecial Committee to whom were referred so much of the address of the M.
E. G. H. P., as relates to ‘ Remissness of duty, on the part of the members of Sub-
ordinate Chapters, uniformity of work, Text books, and the duties and prerogatives
of Presiding officers,” having attentively considered the several matters to them re-
ferred, respectfully report :—

¢ 'That it is indispensably necessary, that the members of Subordinate Chapters
should, at all times, when practicable, promptly attend the meetings, that the
should give all diligence to render themselves perfect in the work, and that al
things should be done ‘decently: and in order,’—that this Grand Chapter having
heretofore appointed a Grand Lecturer, they earnestly recommend that his instruc-
tions be strictly followed, in order to insure perfect uniformity of work.

“ They heartily concur in the recommendation of the M. Ey G. H. P., respecting
Moore’s new Masonic Trestle-Board, as a suitable and convenient Text book.

—_—— . . o eana———
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¢ As te the Duties and Prerogatives of Presiding Officers, it is undoubtedly their
duty to govern their Chapters, to read and expound the law, and give good dnd
wholesome instructions, and in so doing theﬁ should exemplify the law of, kindness.
It is their duty and privilege, to exclude all improper and all irrelevant matters
from their Chapters, to see that the aneient land marks are observed, and to guard
against innovations and abuses ; and for the manner in which they discharge these
duties, and exercise the prerogatives adpglertaining to their offices, they are respon-
sible and amenable to the M. i: Grand High Priest and Grand Chapter, alone,
All of which is respectfully submitted.

Wn. J. Crargk, Chairman.”

The report of the committee on correspondence, is a paper of too much interest
and importance to be hastily disposed of. We therefore lay it aside for a a.ore
convenient occasion. - g

Hon. FRANCIS BAYLIES.

My Dzaz Broraer Moorze :—I send herewith the New Bedford Mereury, in
which was published the proceedings before the Supreme Judicial Court, in relation
to the death of our distinguished Brother, the Hon. Francis Bayries ;—which I feel
may well find a place in your Magazine.

‘Upon the annunciation of his death, the bar of the Oid Colony then attending
the Law Term of the Supreme Judicial Court in Taunton, met and passed the fol-
lowing resolutions, and requested TimoraY G. Corrin, Esq., of New Bedford, to
present them to the Court. R

In the discharge of that melancholy duty, Mr. Coffin arose, and thus addressed
the Court :— .

May it please your Honors :—Ere the funeral knell of the obsequies of our illustri-
ous brother—the foremost man of all this world—has ceased to sound, we are call-
ed upon to listen to the sad intelligence, that another eminent brother has been sum-
moned to the world of spirits. The last evening, the Hon. Francis BavwLiks, the
oldest mermber at our bar, died, and all that now remains to us, is his lifeless corse
—his spirit issafely * Iodged above these rolling spheres.”

The bar of this County have deeply felt the calamity which has again taken
from their side another of their number, whom they loved, esteemed and honored,
and as an expression of their feelings, they have adopted resolutions, which they
have requested me to present to your honors.

You will pardon me, I trust, if I obtrude upon your notice, for a brief space, my
own opinion of him whose death we all lament. I knew him intimately for man
years, and Iloved him much. He was truly a gentleman, and every quality whic
should grace that character, he possessed in an eminent degree. He was a states-
man, and while aiding in the councils of his country in our State Legislature, and
as a Member of Congress, his course was marked by unexampled industry, and un-
swerving integrity. His views upon public measures, were clear, sound and con-
servative. One of the greatest men who has presided over this nation, selected
him to represent the sovereignty of his country, at a toreign Court, and while dis-
charging the important duties of that responsible position, he displayed the quali-
ties of a sagacious diplomatist, and the firmness of an honest man. :

He was a scholar. His love of literature was an inherent characteristic of his
life, and he has left us the evidence of his untirini application, which will live and
endure through time. As the historian of the Old Colony, he has made himself a
name that shall never perish, while the name of the Old Colony shall remain—
wrhile the memory of things connected with it shall exist, so long will the name of
its historian be cherished and honored.

He was a sound lawyer and an eloquent advocate, and while engaged in the prac-
tice of our profession, he was distiné:ished for his ardent devotion to the interest
of his clients—faithfulness to the Court, and courtesy to his brethren. Bat above
all—I agnin repeat, he was the polished gentleman, the true friend, the affectionate.
centre of the domestic circle, a firm believer in God and his Christ, an henest man.,
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No man could be taken away whose death would cause a greater void in this
community, or whose memory will be more revered. ]

But he has gone, and why should we complain? He has left a name that will
be cherished in the memory of the living circle of his friends, and honored by each
succeeding generation who shall seek to know of the Old Colony through the page
of history. Death has claimed the man.

¢ Death ! thou great proprietor of all, ’tis thine

To tread out emprre, and to quench the stars ;

The Sun himself by thy permission shines .

And one day thou shalt pluck him from his sphere.”

7 To us who stand within striking distance of this great proprietor of all, the voice
which comes from the dead is, ‘ Be ye also ready ; for in an hour when ye think

" not, the Son of Man cometh.”

He then read the following resolutions :— .

The members of the Bristol Bar, having received with the deepest sorrow, the
sad intelligence of the decease of the Hon. Francis Baylies, are desirous of testify-
ing their respect for the memory of their departed brother, and uniting their sym-

" ‘pathies with that of a bereaved family and community ; therefore

Resolved, That in his decease we are called upon to mourn the loss of a sincere -
friend and esteemed fellow-citizen—a -patriot and statesman whose public services
have reflected high honor upon himself and his country,—an accomplished scholar,
who, by his varied acquirements and solid judgment, deservedly ranks among the
brightest ornaments of American literature—a gentleman whose generous heart
and noble bearing through a long life, have won the love and veneration of his
townsmen, of the Bar, and of the Commonwealth.

, Resolved, That a co)iy of these resolutions be transmitted to the family of our
deceased brother, together with an assurance of our heartfelt and respecttul sympa-
thy in their severe affliction. ~

ay it please your Honors, I am instructed by the Bristol Bar, to ask of this
Honorable Court, that the resolutions I have now presented, nray be entered upon
the records of the Court, and laid up among the archives of the County, as & per-
petual memorial of their esteem, respect and love for their deceased brother.

The Chief Justice, in behalf of the Court, responded in an appropriate and feel-
ing manner, alluding in terms of respect to the many important civil stations which
the deceased had formerly filled, as indications of the confidence reposed in his abil-
ity, uprightness and integrity, both by his own State and the nation. The Court
cheerfully acceded to the request of the Bar, and ordered the resolutions to be en-
tered on the records of the Court, that the evidence might be forever perpetuated of
the high esteem, love, and respect entertained towards the deceased, by his breth-
ren of the Bristol Bar.

On Saturday, Oct. 30th, the remains of onr distinguished ‘Brother were interred
with Masonic honors.,

The Grand Chaplin of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, the Rev. Thos. R.
Lambert, was present in full regalia, and performed the funeral services, in a most
solemn manner. Brothers J. J. Loring, T. G. Coffin, W. A. F, Sproat, A. Bay-
lies, W. Crossman and F. Phillips, were pall bearers.

Lodges from Taunton, New Bedford, and other towns, assembled to pay the last
duty to their deceased Brother. Of their numbers, I cannot speak. But of their
sorrow, I can. No heart in that solemn assembly, which was gathered in the
Lodge, to wear the cassia and deposit it with their deceased Brother, but felt a re-
newed and deepened interest in the bond that bound the living to the dead.

We buried our Brother with Masenic honors in due form, and our hearts went out
in unison with the ceremonies—and in those ceremonies we meant, what no heart
can know or understand, except he be, what the deceased was—a Brother !

Hereafter, I may take occasion to write a memorial of our deceased Brother
which may be worthy of your notice. At present, I have only time to give you s
short narrative of the honor, which public sentiment and fraternal regard, paid to
his memory. : . .
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THE REVELATIONS OF A SQUARE.

BY THE REV. GEORGE OLIVER, D. D.

CHAPTER X1V,
DUNCKERLEY. FROM 1770 TO 1771.

¢ Do fgood to theim that ben nedy, and that shall pleyne me more and be hetter to the
than yf thou fastyd xI. yere on brede and water. Do good to thy power in all yt thou may,
and put pease and love amonge thy neyghhours, and it shall pIeTYM me more and he better
to the than if thow were every day rauyssht to heaven.” —The Prouffytable Boke for
Mannes Soul—Wynxix o8 Woaps.
4 Cryst then of hys hye grace,
Zeve zow bothe wytte and space,
Wel thys boke to conne and rede,
Heven to have for zowre mede !
Amen ! amen ! So mot hyt be,
Say we so alle per charyte.”
OLp Masoxio MS.

“ z watchful eve, a length of time
The wondrous circle did attend ;
The glory and the power be thine,
Which shall from age to age descend.”
. DuxnceesLey,

“ Bro. Dunckerley was the oracle of the Grand Lodge,and the accredited in-
terpreter of its constitutions. His decision, like the law of the Medes and Per-
sians, was final on all points both of doctrine and discipline, and against it there
was no appeal. His views of Masonry were liberal, and he despised sectarian
controversy. He frequently visited the Jncient Masons’ Lodges for the purpose
of ascertaining what was the actual difference between the two systems, as
Laurence Dermott, iu the Ahiman Rezon, had confidently boasted of the superi-
ority of their mode of work over that which was recommended by the legitimate
Grand Lodge; and he carefully culled its flowers, and transplanted them into
Constitutional Masonry ; for he actually found amongst the ancients, to his un-
disFuiaed astonishment, several material innovations in the system of Masonry,
including some alterations in the Old Landinarks, and a new application of the
Master’s Word. As John Wesley is said to have observed when he adopted
some popular ditty to his collection of hymns,—¢It is a pity the devil should
monopolize all the best tunes,’ so our Bro. Danckerley, how loudly soever the
self-styled JAncients might blow their schismatical trumpet, and proclaim the ex-
-clusive excellence of their schism, resolved that they should not appropriate to
themselves a single pearl] of any real value towards the elucidation of the Craft.
And hence, when he was authorized by the Grand Lodge to construct a new
code of Lectures by a careful revision of the existing ritual, and a collation of
all the ancient forms, he executed the task so well, that the Grand Lodge adopted
flt' without alteration, and enjoined its practice on all the Lodges under its juris-

iction,

“These were the palmy days of Masonry,” said the Square, exultingly, “and
it is doubtful whether it has ever been in greater repute than under the direction
of this learned and philosophical Brother. Inone instance, be certainly laid
himself open to the charge of building on another man’s foundation, for he recon-
structed ’s Royal Arch, and introduced it into the Grand Lodge of Eng-
land. It was a bold attempt; but from the patronage of the Duke of Clarence,
united with his own influence in Grand- Lodge, it was eminently successful. "I
cannot deny but that it was an innovation, for it absolutely disarranged the Land-
marks, by transferring the Master’s Word to a subsidiary degree. And so it was
generally considered at its first introduction. It was like %raﬁing a crab upon
an apple-stock. But time has effected wondrons changes. The crab has ripened
into & most delicious fruit, and the improved Royal Arch Degree is now consid-
ered the perfection of Masonry. .

.
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“Bro. Dunckerley found amongst the Ancient Masons a French work, which,
taken as a corollary to their prafessions of superior antiquity, constituted a curi-
ous anomaly that is deserving of a passing notice, its professed object being to
rebut the claims of Muonz to a high antiquity, and to limit its existence to the
last two hundred years. The author- confidently assérts that it was a purely
" English invention, never contradicted b{ the Fraternity when sEeaking with each

other in confidence, and tacitly acknowledged by all foreign Lodges, which are
nothing more than branches from this original stock. And he asks triumpbaatly,
¢ But what happy mortal amongst the English has been able so to interest the
heavens in his favor, as to gain the glorious title of founder tothis Order ? There
are few who will guess at him from the hints I have given, yet still fewer who,
like him, could penetrate into the very heart of man, could trace all its windings,
and draw from him all his thoughts; fewer who, like him, could at one glance
discern the advantages of such an institution, the means of establishing it with
success, and to make it useful to his political and religious designs. There are
few whom (as the poet says) Jupiter eyes so partially, as suddenly to dispel the
light which environs them, and bringing them into light, to show them truths
concealed from others under shadows and hieroglyphics. In a word, it wanted a
CroMwELL to insure success. A genius so vast as his could alone embrace a
groject of such importance, and contrive the means of supporting it, until its

nal and surprising execution astonished the world by a most terrible metamor-
phosis. If we refer to the Masonic deliberations of those days, we may discov-
er in them storms continuallg increasing, and powers sleeping on the very verge
of a precipice. . . . . The Order frequently changed its name in the first year of
its formation. That which it now bears was the first; its partisans afterwards
called themselves Levellers, then Independents, afterwards Fifth Monarchy Men.
At last, they reassumed their original name of Freemasons, which they keep to
this day. They had a standard upon which was a lion couchant, to designate the
lion of the tribe of Judah, with this motto,—W HO SHALL DARE TO ROUSE HIM UP ?’

“What do you think of this, sir? But more extraordinary things are yet to
come, the author gives the following unique application of the symbolical Tem-
gle of Sglomon: “The Society adopted the Temple of Solomon for its symbol,

ecause it was the most stable and the most magnificent structure that ever ex-
isted, whether we consider its foundation or superstructure ; so that of all the
societies men have invented, no one was ever more firmly united, or better
planned than the Masons. Its chief aim is to conciliate and tane the passions,
to establish among men the spirit of peace and concord, which may render them
impenetrable to the feelings of hntres and dissension, those bitter enemies which
poison the best of our days;—to inculcate sentiments of honor and probity,
which may render men more attentive to their respective duties ;—to each a du-
tiful obedience to the orders of parents and princes ;—to support towards one
another the tender relation of Brothers, by which name they address each other ;
—and, in & word, to form an admirable sect, whose only aim is liberty, love, and
equality. If this interpretation should not be to the taste of the candidate, or if
he feels any repugnance to adopt it, they well know how to reply in a manner
still more artificial. The Temple of Solomon,.then, signifies nothing more than
a temple sacred to the Virtues, which are practised by the Society in the greatest
perfection ; a durigeon destined for the vices, where these monsters groan under
the most rigorous confinement. . . . . The edifices which Freemasons build are
nothing more than virtues or vices to be erected or destroyed; and in this case
heaven only occapies their minds, which soar above a corrupted world. The
Temple of Solomon denotes reason and intelligence, &c.’

“We had once a rich scene in our Lodge, during Bro. Dunckerley’s Master-
ship, which carries with it a useful lesson, and ought not to be disregarded,”
proceeded my gossiping companion, who, like the barber in the Arabian Nights,
would not suffer anybody to talk but himself. ¢ A stranger presented himself as
a visitor, was examined, and admitted. He proved of respectable standing in so-
ciety, although on the present occasion he lent himself to the perpetration of a
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*
very disreputable affair; and the R. W. M., with all his tact and discrimination,
was very nearly outwitted. An ancient law of Masonry provided that ne visitor,
however skilled in the art, shall be admitted into a Lodge unless he is personally
known to, or well vouched and recommended by, some of the Brethren then
present. Many occasions arose in which it had been deemed expedient to remit
the atrict observance of this rule, and such had been the case in the present in-
stance. The intruder, however, had not occupied his precarious position more
than five minutes, before a venerable Brother called aloud,—* [T raINs !’

“ Bro. Dunckerley’s presence of mind did not forsake him in this emergeney,
and he gravely demanded of the visitor,—~‘ Where were you made a Mason P’

“The answer was at hand. *In a Lodge at the King’s Head, Gravesend.'

“This reply betrayed him; the daw was stripped of his borrowed plumes.
The Brethren rose simultaneously from their seats in some degree of unnecessa~
ry alarm, like a flock of sheep in the presence of a strange dog.*

“Indeed, if the wandering Jew had appeared among them in propria persona,
they would scarcely have exhibited a more urgent demand for his summary ex-
pulsion than was implied in the loud and universal murmur of disapprobation
which was heard from every part of the Lodge. The intruder was perplexed
he saw his error, but knew not the remedy : and when the R. W. M. quietly ob«
served: ‘Now, sir, will you be kind enough to favor us with your version of the
story,’ he replied in the language of Canning’s Knife Grinder:—

¢¢Story !-—Lord bless you!—I have none to tell! I was anxious to see a
Lodge of Brethren at work ; and one of your seceding Members furnished me
with answers to a few qnestions which he said would be proposed in the Tyler's
room, and for a frolic I determined to test their truth, as, at the very worst, I could
only be rejected, which I did not conceive would be either a disappointment ora
‘Iij; race; for, to say.the truth, I scarcely expected to gain admittanee into the

ge.

“ What was to be done ? The dilemma was pressing, and various opinions were
proposed and discussed, while the delinquent was securely locked up in the pre-
paring-room, and left in darkness to his own agreeable reflections. The confu-
sion in King Agramante’s camp, so well described by Ariosto, where one said
one thing and another the reverse, may convey some idea of the consternation
which ensued. All spoke together, and the reins of authority seemed to have

been unnaturally snapped asunder; for the R. W. M. had retired with his War~

dens behiud the pedestal, leaving the Bretbren in the body of the room to de-
nounce or threaten at their pleasure; and their objurgations were rather amusin
than otherwise. One or two young Members, in the exuberance of their zeal,
thoughtless and ill-judging, like sailors at the prospect of a wreck breaking open
the spirit-room, jumped upon the benches, like Victor Hugo’s scholars in Notre
Dame,} vociferating,—* Out with him! Down with the intruder! Turn him out !”

¢ QOthers were more moderate. One Brother observed .in a deprecatory tone of
voice : * He ought not to have been admitted’ A fat Brother, with a red face
peering from under a periwig and queue, who had not taken the trouble, amidst
all this excitement, to move from his seat, quietly asked, * Who examined him ?
And others, acting under the impulse so universally displayed by the young men
on the bench, were clamorons that the watch should be called in, and the intruder
transferred to the roundhouse.

¢ Meanwhile, Bro. Dunckerley had matured his plan, and having ascended
into the chair, and given the signal which appeased the tumult, and brought
every Brother to his seat in a moinent, he said :— .

¢ ¢ Brethren,—I need not tell yon that we are placed at this moment in a situa-

* The Square is inclined to be facetious here. A strange dog, filling the flock with
apprehension, is broughi forward as an apt comparison to the ap?;arunee of a strange
eaves-dropper (cowan) amongst the Brathren of a Tyled Lodge.—P. D. .

¥ The Square anachronizes.—P. D.
12
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tion where a false step may involve not only this Lodge but the entire Craft in
unknown difficulties. It was the maxim of Socrates,—it is well to punish an
enemy, but it is better to make him your friend. Now we must not content our-
selves with asking who examined him ? or why he was admitted ? for he is actu-
ally amongst us; and it is too late to prevent the intrusion. And if we were to
adopt that worthy Brother’s advice who recommended him to be turned out, the
matter would not be greatly mended ;—the principal difficulty would still remain.
I conceive, therefore, that the wisest course we can pursue under these untoward
circumstances will be, to use our best endeavors towards converting this tempo-
rary evil into a permanent benefit, as the bee extracts honey from the most poison-

o ous flowers, by transforming the unwelcome cowan into a worthy Mason. For
this purpose { propose that—if his station in life be not objectionable—the pro-
vision of our bye-laws respecting the admission of candidates be suspended in
this single instance, and that he be initiated on the spot.’

“This proposition was regularly seconded by the 8. W., and was unanimously
agreed to; and the intruder was again introduced by the senior E. A. P., for we
had in our Lodges at that time neither Deacons nor Inner Guard. The R. W.
M. first examined him as to his residence, trade, and respectability of character;
and these inquiries being satisfactorily disposed of, the question was proposed,
whether he would adopt the alternative of being made a Mason, to avoid the dis-
grace of being posted as an impostor.

“ He said nothing could be more acceptable to his wishes. In fact, it was the
very proposal he intended to make himself, as an atonement for his error, and a
means of wiping away his disgrace. He accordingly received the first degree;
and not only proved an excellent and zealous Mason, but in due course rose to
the chair of the Lodge.

“The origin of the above significant watchword,” continued the Square pro-
singly, as if he was taking credit to himnself for communicating some very im-

. portant secret which was known to none but himself,—“ Don’t speak !"’—he ejac-
ulated, in a sharp and eager tone of voice, as I exhibited indications of a reply,
—¢ Don’t speak, and you shall hear! In our time, a cowan, or over-curious, un-
initiated person, who was detected in the fact of listening, or attempting to pro-
cure, by any undue means, a knowledge of the peculiar secrets 'of Masonry, was
termed an eaves-dropper, from the nature of the infliction to which he was sub-
jected. He was placed under the eaves of a house in rainy weather,and retained
there till the droppings of the water ran in at the collar of his coat, and out of
his shoes, and therefore the phrase, ‘i rains,’ indicates that a cowan is present,
and the proceedings must be suspended.

INSTALLATION, RICHMOND, ME.

Tae officers of Richmond Lodge, No. 63, were installed at Richmond, Me.,
according to ancient Masonic custom and usage, on the evening of the 22d Nov.

The R. W. Thos. B. Johnson, D. D. G. M. occupied the chair, and conducted
the services in a manner, at once dignified and impressive.

Bro. Johnson was assisted by E.G. Webber, an., Grand Marshal, who dis-
charged his duty in a gentlemanly and efficient manner. .

The officers installed were Abel Libby, W. M. ; Daniel Witham, S. W.; Geo.
H. Hatch, J. W.; Elias Colby, Treasurer; Abiel Avery, Secretary; Thaddeus
McFarland, 8. C.; Isaac 8. Cox, J. D.; H. P. Dinsmore, S. 8. ; E¥ B. Ring, J.
8.; Joseph A. Southard, Marshal; Libbeus Jenkins, Tyler.

This is a young Lodge, but one of the best conducted and most flourishing in
the district. The officers are gentlemen of intelligence and worth, and the mem-
bers all that can be required in this, or any other Institution. May they long en-

joy every eatisfaction and delight, which must result from acts of disinterested
enevolence. A Mason.
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GRAND LODGE OF TENNESSEE.

Tax Grand Lodge of Tennessee, held its annual communication at Nashville,
on the 4th of Oct. last. The Grand Master, M. W, Cuarres A. FuLLER,
* opeued the session with a brief and comprehensive address, from which we ex-
tract as follows, being all of the proceedings we can find room for the present
month :(—

“T take this occasion to state, that so far as my knowledge exteads, the Sub-
ordinate Lodges are still enjoying the same undiminished prosperity as reported
in my last annual communication. Peace and harmony still prevail, and but few
causes of contention have disturbed the ¢ even tenor’ of their progress. Many
of the Lodges are actively engaged in making more extended provision for the
education and moral training of those helpless objects of a Mason’s sympathetic
charity—the destitute orphan children of their Brethren. Primary schools and
colleges are being erected for their benefit, and receiving more liberal patronage
than heretofore. Without designing to call into invidious notice particular in-
stitutions, I mention the names of Jackson College, under the patronage of the
Brethren of Maury County, Clarksville College, the Female Colleges of Mary-
ville and Macon, as Institutions of which any one may well be proud to acknowl-
edge as having been erected by the Fraternity, and are peculiarly Masonic in
their government and character. In no way, in my opinion, can Masons better
carry into practical effect the benign impulses of a generous heart, than in fos-
tering institutions of learning, and I trust the day is not far distant, when every
Lodge in our jurisdiction will have schools of similar kinds established under
their patronage ; and if they cannot at once create a college in their immediate
vicinity, it is no reason why they should not (rarticipate, though in a more hum-
ble degree, in the advantages to be derived from primary schools. There are
hundreds of intelligent sons and daughters of our less favored Brethren in world-
ly advantages, whose sole dependence for education rest upon the interest now
manifest by the Brotherhood upon this subject. * * *

¢In all iny correspondence with the Subordinate Lodges, I have taken occa-
sion to urge upon them more strict investigation into the character and qualifica-
tions of applicants for the honors of Brotherhood. We see Masonry prosperous
everywhere,—the tide of prosperity has rapidly elevated our [nstitution to its
present high standing, and the part of true wisdom requires us to be exceedingly
careful in scrutinizing the character of those who are to be associated with us.
Remissness in this respect will inevitably lead us in the way to destruction. I
am gratified, however, to say, that my admonitions have not been without their
influence, and although there is an improvement, let me urge upon the members
of Lodges to be still more strict in their investigations.

“ While it gives me the greatest pleasure to inform you of the prosperous state
of the Order, both within our own immediate jurisdiction and elsewhere, which I
doubt not will be cheering to the heart of every loyal lover of the Craft, I regret
to say we also have cause for mourning. Every picture has its dark shading as
well as brightest coloring. The fairest of summer days may end in clouds and
storms. ho is he that riseth in the morning radiant with anticipations of hap-
piness, can safely say that his evening will not be overshadowed with misery and
darkness? Every day, yea, every hour, brings its changes, following each other
in rapid succession. Joy and sorrow, health and disease, life and death, are our
constant companions this side of the grave. Decay is written on all things, and
happy is he who shall treasure up in his heart of hearts the great and important
lesson thus taught by the works of nature to the children of ortality. The life
of man is only as a vapor, fruitful with vain desires and imaginings—it is seen
to-day, with another sun it disappeareth forever.

“ dy Brethren, in common with all others, we too have cause for sorrow. A
¢ bright particular star’ has been stricken forever from the galaxy of our worthies.

.
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Death has entered the ranks of the Fraternity, and removed from the sphere of
his earthly labors one whom you have frequently delighted to honor. The ¢ bro-
ken column’—an expressive symbol to every Mason—has been planted in our
midst. Our esteemed friend and Brother, EpMuxp DrLranunty, Past Grand
Master, has been summoned by the Supreme Architect of heaven and earth,
from time to eternity, and while we sorrow for the loss we have sustained, let us
bow with resignation to the decree that has called our departed Brother hence,
and forget not that we too must sooner or later follow him to that ¢ undiscovered
country from whose bourne no traveller returns.’ Although sudden and un-
expected, the dreaded messenger of the grave found our illustrious Brother fully
prepared for the great change. He truly departed in peace on the morning of
the 3d day of February last, and his remains were deposited in the tomb by the
Masonic Fraternity, and the solemn services our ritual enjoins on similar occa-
sions were performed by your Grand Master in person, assisted by a large num-
ber of sorrowing Brethren, who had assembled to testify their respect for the
memory of the deceased. Pure in character, exalted in morals, a sincere chris-
tian, Bro, Dillahunty possessed the confidence and esteem of all who knew him.
Overflowing with love to all, his Masonic Brethren received a peculiar share of
his fraternal regards, and we mourn his loss, not however, without the hope of
seeing him agnin, standing among those just ones whose habitation is ¢ that house
not made with hands eternal in the heavens.” His end was as calm and peace-
ful as his life had been eminently useful. Honored by the State, reverenqed b
his Brethren, his memory will long be cherished by the bright example his life
affords to all to imitate his virtuous career, so that when *life’s fitful fever is o’er,’
we may like him trustingly resign our bodiee to the embrace of the grave, and
as surely Jook forward to that haven of eternal happiness where ¢ weary pilgrims’
rest from their labors, and are at rest forever. You will undoubtedly avail your-
selves of a suitable occasion to express gour appreciation of the memory of one
who was a friend to the friendless, and an eninent patron of our Order. . We
miss his bodily presence in our assemblies, but the spirit that actuated him to
deeds of benevolence still survives. Let us therefore imitate his virtues, forget
all except what was great and noble in his character, and cherish his memory as
a sacred inheritance.”

R. W. Bro. Charles A. Fuller, was elected Grand Secretary, in place of R.
W. Bro. Dashiell, resigned.

WASHINGTON MASONIC MONUMENT.

WE are happy to learn that the Grand Lodge of Virginia, at its late
annual communication, appropriated the liberal sum of one thousand dol-
lars, towards ¢he erection of the proposed Masonic Monument to the
memory of Gen. Washington, at Fredericksburg.

We also learn that the Brethren at Lynchburg, Va., recently held a
Fair at that place, in aid of the same object, at which the handsome sum
of $740 was realized. We understand that it is in contemplation to hold
similar Fairs in other parts of the State. The prospects of the final suc-
cess of the measure are most encouraging. It is an object worthy of the
united exertions of the Fraternity of the country.
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MASONIC CORRESPONDENCE.

Portsmouth, N. H.

Bro. MoorEe :—The 100th anniversary of the initiation of George Washing-
ton into the mysteries of Freemasonry, was celebrated in this city, by St. John’s
and St. Andrew’s Lodges, on Thursday evening, November 4th, A. D. 1852
The Brethron with their ladies assembled at Masonic Hall, where the services
were performed. .

After prayer by Bro. Rev. 8. Kelley, the beautiful hymn—* Dear shade of our
Brother, descend from above”—by M. W., Bro. B. B. French, was sung. Bro.
John Trundy, in bebalf of Bro. Thomas Clapham, then presented to St. John’s
Lodge, a fac simile of the reply of Bro. Washington, to an address of the Grand

Lodge of Pennsylvania, Dec. 27, A. D. 1796; which was received by Bro. A. R.
Hatch.

Bro. B. F. Chandler, then, in the name of several members, presented to St.
Andrew’s Lodge,a copy of T. B. Welch’s splendid portrait of Washington,
(from Stuart’s painting) which was received by Worsh. Br. John Christie, Master
of St. Andrew’s. Br. Christie then gave from printed documents a sketch of the
history and character of Washington as a Mason.

The ode—* Qur Order, like the ark of yore,”—by Br. G. P. Morris, wes then
sung, and the services were closed with the benediction.

The Brethren and ladies then repaired to the Piscataqua House, and partook
of a sumptuous repast served up by Br.J. G. Hadley—afier which the company
separated, much gratified with the pleasant and happy manner in which the even-

ing had been spent. X Yours fraternally, J. C. 33d.

Montgomery, Ala., Dec. 14th, 1852,

R. W. Bro. Mooee : —The Grand Lodge, Grand Chapter and Crand Council,
closed their annual meetings on the 12th inst. )

The Grand Officers elect of Grand Lodge, are M. W. David Clopton, G. M. ; R.
W. Byd. Smith, Dep. G. M. ; Samuel H. Dixon, Sen. G. W. ; Geo. W. Gaines,
Jr. G. W.; Rev.J. H. Willoughby, G. C.; James M. Brundidge, G. Lecturer ;
Thos. Welch, G. Treas. ; A. P. Pfister, G. Sec. ; J. H. Danforth, Sen. G. Deacon ;
F. M. Perryman, Jr. G. Deacon ; Thos. McDougal, G. Tyler.

The Grand Officers of the Grand Chapter, are M. E. W. P. Chilton, G. H. P. ;
J. L. Price, D. G. H. P.; W. H. Norris, G. K.; T.J. Clark, G. S.; Rev. J. H.
‘Willoughby, G. C.; D. Hartwell, G. Lecturer ; E. M. Hastings, G. Treas. ; A. P,
Pfister, G. Sec. ; O. 8. Beers, T. C. Hartwell, G. Marshals ; Thos. McDougal, G,
Sentinel.

Our Encampment (Montgomery No. 3—should be No. 4.—as there are three Ene
eampments besides, in the State, viz., Marion, Mobile and Tuscumbia,) was not or-
ganized until the 30th June last, when the following officers were elected :—N. E
Benson, G, Com. ; W. P. De Jarnette, Gen. ; T. C. Hartwell, Capt. Gen.; E. T.
Robinson, Prelate; B, Massi, Sen. W.; 8. B. Marks, Jr. W, ; N. Barker, Treas.
A. P, Piister, Rec. ; J. P. De Jarnette, Sword Beater; J. H. Caffey, Stan. Bearer ;
8. D. Watson, Warden ; T. McDougal, Sentinel.

We have since that time been industriously engaged. It is our desire to obtaia &
Charter at the next Triennial meeting of the General Grand Encampment.

Yours, Fraternally, A. P. P,

.
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CELEBRATION AT SAN AUGUSTINE, TEXAS.

AvtHoveH the day was very unfavorable, the Masonic procession on Thursday,
Nov. 4th, was large, and presented a handsome appearance. As the long line
filed by our office, we thought that nothing could have been more beautitul.—
First came the young ladies attached to the female department of the Masonic
Institute, fiftythree in number, gaily attired and in handsome uniform. -Next
followed the pupils of the male department—fiftysix in number, wearing blue
sashes, and faces beaming with joy. The members of the Masonic fraternity—
numbering fiftyseven, in blue and scarlet regalia, brought up the rear.

After the procession reached the Methodist church, and the crowd was seated,
B. F. Benton, Esq., was introduced, and delivered an extempore address. After
listening attentively to the speaker during the whole of his address, we came to
the conclusion that it was well that the Marshal had given notice that the ad-
dress would be extemporaneous (Mr. B. having only been called on in the morn-
ing to deliver it, in the absence of the speaker regularly appointed) as no one
could have arrived at such a conclusion from the ad§ress itself. 1t was not only
studded with facts, but those facts were well arranged, and produced the finest
effect. If this address of Mr. Benton’s be an extemporaneous effort, (and we
feel assured it was), we never wish to hear any of his prepared ones. The fre-
quent bursts of applause proved that we were not alone in our admiration of it.

After Mr. Benton had concluded, a very pretty poetical address was delivered
by Miss Garnett, in handsome style. The applause in that portion of the house
?;:cupied by the young gentlemen, was particularly enthusiastic during this ad-

ress.

The ceremonies at the church were concluded by Master M. A. Brooks, who
delivered a fine impressive address, and in a style that would do credit to speak-
ers of a riper age.—S. . Herald.

Obituary.
Bro. JUSTIN E. STEVENS.

In this city, on the morning of the 17th December, Dr. Justin E. Srxvzns,
youngest son of Dr. Joun StevEns, aged 30. .

Dr. Stevens was a graduate of the Military Academy of Vermont, under the
charge of Capt. Partridge. He afterwards studied medicine in this city, and re-
ceived a diploma from Harvard University. On the breaking out of the war with
Mexico, he received an appointment as surgeon in the army, and was present at
the taking of the city of Mexico. On the establishment of peace, he returned
home, bringing with him, like hundreds of others, the seeds of the disease which
finally terminated his existence on earth.

He was made a Mason soon after attaining to his majority, and was a member of
. the Boston Encampment of Knights Templars at the time of his death. He was a
young man of great purity of character, and was highly esteemed by all who
knew him, for the amiability of his temper and excellent social qualities. His
friends will long lament his premature death, as the loss of one to whom they had
become endeared through warm, social and fraternal relations. He leaves a young
and accomplished wite—an aged father, and brothers and sisters, to embalm his
memory in tears of sorrow.

His faneral was attended by his military and Masonic friends, from the residence
of his father, dn Monday, the 20th. The President elect, Gen. Pizzck, to whose
regiment the deceased was attached, while in Mexico, was present, and united in
paying the usual military honors to his memory. ’
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GRAND LODGE OF ILLINOIS.
M. W. Eli B. Ames, G. M.
R. W. B. L. Wiley, D. G. M.
‘¢ Isaac R. Diller,S. G. W.
‘ pJames S. Anderson, J. G. W.
“ " H. G. Reynolds, G. Sec.
#  G. McMurtry, G. Trea.

ST. MARK’S LODGE, NEWBURYPORT.
Isasc P. Seavey, W. M. :
Jonathan Bickiord, S. W.

Moses H. Fowler, J. W.
J. W. C. Colby, Treas,
John Colby, Sec’y.
William Foster, G. D.
Enoch P. Lunt, J. D,
John Irving, S. S,
Morice Gorman, J. 3,
Joseph A. George, M.
Aaron P. Sargent, Tyler.

STRICT OBSERVANCE LODGE) CHARLES-
TON, 8. C.

George Z. Waldron, W, M.

Lemuel Crane, S, W

Alfred L. Browne, J. W,

Samuel J. Hull, (P, M.) Treas.

J. Macauley, Sec.

—

LANDMARK LODGE, CHARLESTON, 8. C.
Alfred Price, (S. G. W.) W. M.

George M. Goudwin, S. W.

W. S Cochran, J. W.

L. Chichester, Trea.

;'l. G. Lege, Sec.

SOLOMON’S LODGE, CHARLESTON, 8. C.

J. B. Fraser, W. M.

T. J. Cumming, S. W.

C. Froneberger, J. W.

Ebevezer Thayer, (J. G. W.) Treas.
Andreas Meyer, Sec.

—

RISING STAR LODGE, STOUGHTON.
George Talbot, W. M."
William Morse, S. W.
Simeon T. Drake, J. W,
Eben. W. Tolinan, Trea.
Ansel Capen, Sec.
Joel Talbot, S. D.
Azel Capen, J. D. .
1.em’l Gray and C. A. Southworth, Stewards.
James Swan, Marshal.

PROVIDENCE CHAP., PROVIDENCE, R. 1.

Joseph Belcher, H. P.

Samuel Lewis, K.

A. W. Fiske, S.

J. A. D. Joslin, C of H.

Cyrus Fisher, P, S.

H. K. Jencks, R. A. C.

Wm. C. Barker, Secretary.

Jason Wiiliams (for the 461h time) Trea.'

Issac Aldrich, 8d, Samoel Wesson ad,
and P. C. Remington, (st, M. of the V.

D. Wightman, Tyler.

GRAND CHAPTER OF ILLINOIS.

M.E. Levi Lusk, G H. P.

M. E. John Jewell, D. G. H. P.
E. Louis Watson, G. R.
“  William A. Dickog, G. 8.
“ H. G. Reynolds, G. See.
‘W, S. Hurst, G. Trea.

. ILLINOIS COUNCIL R. AND 8. M.,
KNOXVILLE, TENN.

W. A. Seaton T. 1. G. M.

G. C. Lamphere, D.1.G M.

H. G. Reynolds, P. C. W.

J. M. Witt, C. G.

G. McMurtry, Treas.

. C. Oni. Rec

Isaac Guliher, Sent,

GRAND CONSISTORY OF MISSISSIPPI.

Robert Stewart, Sov. of S. and G. M-
William P. Mellen, ist G. E. C,
William C. Chamberlain, 2d, do. do.
Alex. P. McMillan, G. M. of S.
Giles M. Hillyer, G. Chan.

Hugh Elliot, G. Rec.

G. E. C. Davis, G. Trea.

Geo. 1. Dicks, 1st G. Eug,

R. H. Fitz, 2d G. Eng.

E. L. Glassburn, G. M, Arct.

John Wells. C. of G.

—

MC MILLAN LODGE, CINCINNATI, O.

George B. Rolney, W. M.
w. lg Granthan, S. W.
J. A. Murphy, J. W.
Robert Camercn, Trea,
D. 8. Garrison, Sec.
William Gray, 8. D.

R. Mc Clure, J. D.

—

PENTUCKET LODGE, LOWELL.

William North, W, Master.
Stephen R. Fielding, S. W.
William O. Turner,J. W.
Albert Mallard, Trea.

Isaac Conper, Sec.

John B. Fish, S. D.

Joseph A. Putten, J. D.
Alford S, Saunders, S. S
William A. Wright, J. 8.
Daniel Coburn, Mar.

Henry A. Miles and Theo. Edson, Chap's.
Isaac’ Hosmer, Tyler.

CORNER STONE LODGE, DUXBURY.

Martin Waterman, W. M.
H. E. Smith, 8. W.
Thomas Peterson, J. W.
Reuben Peterson, Tres.
John Holmes, g.e}:)

»>

S. E. Ri .
Nethr! Tl 30 3. D,
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Graxp Looae or MassacuuserTs.—At
the snnual communication of the M. W.
Grand Lodge of this State on the 8th ult.,
the M. W, aud Rev. Geo. M. RanNpALL was
re-elected Grand Master; R. W. D
Hagwoop, M. D., 8. G. W.; R. W, Rev.
Bens. Hontoow, J. G., W. ;: R. W. Hon.
Tuomas ToLmax, G. Treas., and ‘'R. W.
Cuasres W. Moorg, G. Secretary, for the
ensuing year. The appointed officers are the
same as last denr, except W. Br. Geo. M.
TrachER, G. Marshal, in place of W. Br.
Joun T. HearDp, who declined a re-appoint
ment. W. Br. HAMiLToN WiLLis was ap-
’}ointed G. Sword Bearer, in place of Br.

hacher promoted. Br. SyLvanus BaxTEz,
was apGpointed to fill the vacancy in the De-
g‘nly rand Mastership in District No, 8.

he other Deputies have all been reappoint-
ed. The instaliation took place as usual on
the 27th ult., but for a notice of which we
have not room this month.

Sacramento, CaL.—Our correspondent,
under date Nov. 7th, writes that the late dis-
astrous fire, by which the city of Sacramento
was nearly annihilated, the Lodges and
Chapters in the city lost everi thing, without
exception—‘* a community that one week
ago were wealthy, are now destitute.” But
there is a vigor and elusticity in that com-
munity which will soon _enable it to over-
come the consequences of the calamity from
which it is now suffering. Individual suf-
fering must, nevertheless, be extensive and
severe, at least for somelime to come.

I¥rSince our last we have received the
ginted proceedings of the Grand Urient of

rance, from June to Dec. 1861, but have
been so much pressed with other duties, that
we have not been able to find leisure to ex-
amine them. We shall do so at our earliest
convenience, and if it shall be found that
they contain any thing of interest, our read-
ers shall have the benefit of it.

MosiLE, ALa.—Br. O. C. Wadsworth, 28
Dauphin street, Mobile, is agent for the
Trestle-Board, and will answer any orders
forwarded to him.

For TRE Lapigs.—A prettier present for
the season, or a superior article for the pur-
pose for which it is intended, it would be
difficult to find in the city, at equal cost, than
¢« Dr. Cummings' Dental Toilet Set,” adver-
vertised on our covers. It is complete in all
respects : and is one uf the most tasty and
beautiful, as well as cheapest articles of tha
kind ever offered to the public. See adver-
tisement.

Wantep—Nos. 3 and6 of the second vol-
ume of this Magazine. Also, any odd Nos.-
of the 1st, 2d, 3d, and 4th volumes—or the
entire volumes themselves ; for which a lib-
eral price will be paid.

| difference what

T4 The Grand Chapter of this State held
a quarterly communication in this city, on the
7th and 8th Dec. for the installation of offi-
cers, and the exemplification of the work of
the several degrees, as approved by the Gen.
Grand Chapter. Thc TaesTLE-Bolap is
carefully adapted to this work; and, as
such, is recommended by Comp. Duxtrap,
the G. G. H. P., and Comp. LoveLL, Gen.
G. Lecturer. It is also recommended by Sir
Kt. Hubbard, G. M. of the G. G. Encamp-
ment, for its adaptness to the work of Ean-
campmeants. If uniformity and preciseness
in the work as sanctioned by the G. G. bo-
dies, be any object with the Chapters and
Encampments, throughout the country, then
the use of the Trestle-Board as a text-
book is essential to secure that result. If
this be not an ebject—if it be a matter of in-
ind of work is practised—
whether truth or fiction, clearness or smbi-
guity, obtain—then one text-book will an-
swer the purpose as well as another. But
we do not believe that the Chapters and Eg-
campments are prepared to come to ady
such conclusion. The extensive, and almost
general use of the Trestle.Board in these de-
partments of the Order, as well as in the
Councils and Lodges, in all sections of the
country, forbids anr such presumption. As
stated in another place, a new edition of the
work has just been published, and will be
furnished to Masonic bodies on favorable
terms. Single copies can be sent by mail to
any part of the countrv or can be had through
the booksellers or of agents in the principal
cities.
. 89~A correspondent under date Freder-
icksburg, Va. Dec. 11, writes—* Our old
Lodge is in a very prosperous condition at
this time, never-ineeting without conferring
oue or more degrees. We return to the G.
Lodge sixtynine members, good aud true.
The returns for the WasHingTroN Moxv-
MENT come in slowly, bat at the same time
bring cheering news. We shall celebrate
St. John’s day by attending divine service on
the Sabbath previous to the 27th, and on the
evening of the 27th have a social supper in
our hall.” We should have been most ha
Py to comply with the invitation of our Broth-
er to be present, but other engagements
would not allow of it.

¥r'The Grand Lodge of Tennessee, at its
last annual communijcation, presented a rich
Past Grand Master's Jewel to the venerable
Brother WiLkins TaAxNEHILL, Esq —a com-
pliment richly merited by his past services
in the cause of Masonry.

03 The centennial anniversary of Wash-
ington’s initiation, was celelrated by Rio
Grand Lodge, at Brownsville, Texas, by a
’i‘rocenion, oration, and ball in the evening.

he address was given by E. Basss, Esq.,
and was received with much favor.
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THE EXPLANATIONS OF THE GRAND
MASTER OF CALIFORNIA.

HaviNg in previous numbers of this Magazine, discussed the most im-
portant principles which appear to be involved in the difficulty that has
arisen among our Brethren of the Grand Lodge of California, we propose
now to devote a few moments to a brief consideration of the principal
facts in the case, as they are presented by the parties.

The Grand Master intimates that prior to the annual communication of
the Grand Lodge in May last, a strong opposition to his election had been
manifested ; and he complains that a Brother residingin a distant part of
the State had, but a few weeks before the election, been admitted to mem-
bership in California Lodge, with a view to qualify him as an opposing
candidate ; which proceeding, he thinks, was * infringing those known
principles and usages of the Order which invariably demand that an ap-
plicant for the mystcries should apply to the Lodge nearest his residence.”
But we cannot see the force of this complaint, nor the application of the
rule to which he refers. The Brother was not a candidate for the ¢ mys-
teries,” but for the privileges of membership. These the Lodge had an
unquestionable right to grant him ; and he had an equally clear right to
apply for them, though his residence were in another part of the State.
Our Brother has no cause of complaint in this respect. He has over-
looked the true character of the proceeding, and applied to it an irrele-
vant and inadmissible rule.

The election came on, and our Brother was elected Grand Master,
aguinst a strong opposition. A protest against the election was immedi-
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ately entered ; but on what grounds is not stated.* Our Brother ¢ rose
and resigned ;” or, in other words, declined to accept the office, under the
protest. He says, “no sooner was that end gained, when charges of a
grave and serious nature were preferred” against him. These went to a
commiltez, by whom they were pronounced to be  unfounded.” A new
election was ordered, when our Brother was again elected, and subse-
quently installed. The result has shown that it would have been better
for his own peace of mind, and the harmony of his Grand Lodge, had
he declined a second time. But he decided otherwise,~as he had a legal
right to do. )

The specific charges against the Grand Master, have been published
in this Magazine,t as have also his explanations of them,} and need not, .
therefore, be repeated here. But there are a few points in this connec- '
tion which we do not feel at liberty 1o pass over in silence.

The first charge is, that, under his assumed power to “ make Masons at
will” (and he was probably conscientious in his belief that he possessed
this power), he conferred, in a private and informal manner, the three de-
grees upon a candidate who had but a few days before been rejected, in
his presence, by California Lodge. This charge he admits to be true.
His explanation of it.is not to our mind very satisfactory. The candi-
date had been regularly before the Lodge—the usual investigation had
taken place, and he was found unworthy. Here the matter was at an
end ; and the subsequent interference of the Grand Master was improper.
If the candidate or his friends could satisfy the Lodge that it had errone-
ously judged his case, there was a way to repair the wrong that had
thus been done him. But that way was not the one chosen by the Grand
Master. Nothing could have been more injudicious and imprudent than
his course in this particular. It was well calculated to arouse the indigna-
tion of the Lodge, and lead it to doubt the integrity of his pur-
pose. If the exercise of such a power by the Grand Master be permissi-
ble, then the question of moral fitness, as applied to candidates, becomes
a nullity, and the action of the Lodges in this regard a farce. Rejected
candidates need give themselves no uneasiness. They have only to ap-
ply to the Grand Master, receive the degrees, and return back, laughing
at the impotency of the Lodge,—certainly to destroy its harmony—per-
haps to disgrace the character of the whole Fraternity. Our Brother
strangely misjudged his powers and his duty, here. His Brethren of Cali-
fornia Lodge impugn his motives,—le says, unjustly.

* This was a very unusual, and, in our judgment, irregular proceeding. In Masonic hed-
ies, the majority must rule, unless otherwise determined by Constitutional regulation; and
it is the duty of the minority to submit to their will, * for the harmony of the whole.”

t See Mag., vol. 12, p. &. $ Ibid, p. 78,
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The second charge is, that he committed a similar offence by initiating
a candidate who had been rejected by Mountain Shade Lodge. This,
however, took place under somewhat different circumstances. It was
done in the body of that Lodge, and by the consent of the members
present,—the original objection having been withdrawn by the Brother who
had, at a previous meeting, cast the negative ballot. The retraction was
right, if the Brother had become convinced of his error. But the subse-
quent proceedings were wrong. The candidate had been rejected. He
therefore stood to the Lodge in the relation’ of one who had never been
proposed. If the causes which led to his rejection were removed, this
opened the way to a new petition, under the restrictions of the Constitu-
tion of the Grand Lodge, if any such restrictions exist,*—if not, then
under the usages of the jurisdiction, or the local regulations of the Lodge.
There was no other proper remedy for him, than to send in a new peti-
tion, and have it take the usual course. It was the privilege of every mem-
ber of the Lodge to know when his petition was to be acted upon, and to
be present at the balloting. Of this privilege the Grand Master had no
power to deprive them. He had no power to call in any person from the
public streets, and * initiate him at will?—even though the facilities of
the Lodge room, and the services of a portion of the members, were vol-
untarily tendered him for the purpose. He was within the jurisdiction of
the Lodge, and the candidate belonged to the Lodge. The Grand Master
seems at the outset to have so regarded the subject; for he says, the
retraction having been made, ¢ [ was solicited to make him, in open
Lodge, then and there assembled ; as much to exemplify my work, as to
enable the Fraternity to have him made by virtue of my presence and
authority.” But then he claimed the fee of a hundred dollars; and this
would seem to imply that he regarded the candidate as his own, and the
Lodge, though regularly assembled and open under its proper officers, as
merely the instrument by which he had been enabled to do his own ap-
propriate work. This is an unfortunate feature in the case, though he
says the fee will be accounted for to the Grand Lodge, at the proper time.
In our judgment the Grand Master here again misconceived his powers
and his duties.

The fourth charge is, that * on another vccasion, in the near vicinity of
working Lodges,” the Grand Master made two * Masons at will, receiving

* We have misiaid the Censtitution of the Grand Lodge of California, but have the im-
pression that it fixes the time within which a rejected candidate may not again petition for
the degrees. If this be so, the Grand Master was hound by it. He was not at liberty to
hteak down his own Constitution, nor trample on his own obligations, more than any other
officer in his Grand Lodge. But we may bs mistaken as to th¢ Constitutional provision.

]
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fees for the work, and appropriating them to his own use.” This is ad-
mitted, with the qualification, that the funds will be accounted for, and
that the work was done at a place beyond the jurisdiction of any l.odge,
and at the solicitation of ‘ some twenty or more” Brethren. We under-
stand the rule to be, that in States where there are Grand Lodges, the ju-
risdiction of a Subordinate Lodge extends to one half the distance in all
directions between itself and the next nearest Lodge. Under this rule, it
would be very difficult, in such States, to find a place not within the juris-
diction of some Lodge. But the comments appropriate to this proceeding,
have already been submitted to our readers,* and nothing further is re-
quired to be said here, except to remark, that if the power of the Grand
Master to ¢ make Masons at will,”” be conceded, then there is no limit to
his jurisdiction, other than that of his Grand Lodge. Our Brother acted
upon this principle, when he made the rejected candidate in San Francisco.
The plea of jurisdiction, therefore, whether Goodyear’s Bar be within the
limits of Mountain Shade Lodge or not, can avail nothing.

The fourth and last specific charge relates wholly to certain transac-
tions which are alleged to have taken place in California Lodge. The
Grand Master is charged with having entered the Lodge as a visitor, in-
terfering with its proceedings, refusing to obey the gavel, and of using
disrespectful language towards the Master. To these allegations, our
Brother in reply says, he ¢ must in good feeling to the framers of the re-
port state, that such is not altogether a fair and impartial statement.”
This explanation may be taken either as a qualified admission, or a quali-
fied denial. That harsh words,— or such as were deemed to be harsh by
the Brethren of the Lodge,—were used by the Grand Master, is probably
true ; for, independently of his qualified denial or admission of the charge,
he in another place says, ¢ Bro. W. D. Fair rose and called the Grand
Master to order. The W. M. ¢ came down with his gavel.” I appealed
to the good sense of the Lodge, butI regret to say without avail. The
W. M. replied to me, and the unmasonic and unworthy language, which
it is hinted I used, was, [ am constrained to say, made the theme of the
W. M. and sundry other Brothers, who I cannot claim as friendly disposed
towards me.” It is evident, therefore, that words, which the Brethren of
the Lodge regarded as ‘ unworthy and unmasonic,” were used by the
Grand Master, or the scene here described could not have occurred.—
Yet they may have been used without a just appreciation of their force,
and without the intention which alone should render them offensive. Of this,
however, the Brethren who were present, are the only competent judges.

The difficulty here seems to have originated in an objection raised by

* See Mag. vol. 12, p. 83.
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the Grand Master to the admission of a Brother who had been proposed
for membership. He says he * politely solicited the Lodge to pause .n
balloting for him,” until he could obtain certain information from New
York. This was right and Brotherly, and ought not to have been a source
of dissatisfaction, if it were kindly meant, and “kind words were spok-
en.” The Grand Master was in the way of his duty. "He had no
power to interfere officially, for every Lodge is the judge of its own
members, and may admit whom it pleases,—the only restriction being
that its candidates shall be in regular standing as Masons. But the Grand
Master, feeling that to him had been entrusted a supervisory care over all
the Lodges within his jurisdiction, and entertaining the opinion,—whether
well founded or not, was of no consequence,—that the candidate proposed
was unworthy of the privileges of membership, conceived it to be his
duty, not only to the Lodge, but to the whole Fraternity under his charge,
to * speak the word of caution.” It was his duty. It would have been
the duty of any other visiting Brother, who might happen to be present,
and possessed of the same information. But this should have been done,
‘- as the Grand Master intimates that it was done, in words of kindness and
Brotherly regard. It is of course impossible, with the conflicting state-
ments before us, to determine precisely what did occur. That the pas-
sions of both parties were excited, that angry words ensued, and that
strong prejudices exist, is most certain. Further than this, we know noth.
ing; and cun only say with the inspired ipoet, ‘Peace be within thy
walls.”

Our Brother says—* I cannot discover how I can be, or how Iam to be,
considered a * visitor,” at any time that I visit any Lodge in my jurisdic-
tion.” This is a point of very little importance in the case ; and yet, as
the Grand Master thinks otherwise, and has so treated it, we take the lib-
erty 1o say a word or two in relation to it. The Grand Master is a visitor
in every Lodge he visits, except that of which he is a member. His vis.
its may be official or unofficial. When official, he appears as Grand Mas-
ter, and takes the chair. This he has a right to do as often as may suit
his convenience, or the interests of the Lodges require. When unofficial,
he is received with the respect due to his office, and may or may not take
the chair, when tendered to him by the Master. If he declines, the Mas-
ter retains the chair, with the authority belonging to it. There can be but
one head 1o a Lodge. The gavel is the symbol of supreme power in the
Lodge. It is the privilege of the Grand Master to take it at any moment.
If he waive this privilege, he waives also his official prerogative over the
immediate government of the Lodge. '

We have thus noticed with as much particularity as our limits will
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allow, the principal features in this extraordinary and unfortunate case.
There is a great variety of irrelevant statement and criminatory assertion
mixed up with it, which had been betfer omitted ; and the truth of which
it might not be easy to establish. In respect to these we have not thought
it useful to offer any comments. They are local, and can be*best adjust-
ed by the parties themselves. The principles involved in the controversy
stand in a different relation. Whatever the result of the issue may be,
the principles on which the final decision is made, will live, and continue
to exert their influence for good or ill, as they are true or false. To their
consideration, therefore, we have mainly restricted our remarks. If the
views we have advanced are sound, the Grand Master of California has
greatly misconceived his powers and mistaken his duties. He tells us he
has acted in ‘‘ good faith to himself and the Order.”” We are not the
judge of his motives. But whatever they may have been, it is manifest
to our mind, that he has lost the confidence of a large portion of his
Brethren, in his ability to administer the affairs of the Fraternity in his
State. His usefulness as their Grand Master is so far impaired, that -
neither his own peace of mind, nor the prosperity of his Grand
Lodge, is to be promoted by a renewal of his present official relations.
This suggestion may seem harsh; but it is meant in kindness. It is the
frankly spoken opinion of one who feels no other interest in the result,
than that arising {rom an earnest desire for the peace and prosperity of
the “ household of faith.” Whatever of wrong has been committed,
may have been the result of an “error of judgment ;" and while this may
furnish no just grounds of criminal proceeding, and even be insuflicient
for a full justification of the action already bad, it is well calculated to
alienate, not entirely perhaps, but in a very considerable degree, the res-
pect and confidence of his Brethren. He need not be told that these are
essential to- a prosperous and peaceful discharge of his official duties.—
His own experience in other Masonic relations, has long since taught him
that without the respect and hearty co-operation of his Brethren, no pre-
siding officer can hope so to perform his duties as to advance the interests
or elevate the character of the body over which he presides. His ability
may be ample and his motives pure ; but if these be not rightly appreci-
ated, and his best efforts be turned against him, or interpreted to his dis-
advantage, his labors will be in vain, and his position an unhappy one to
himself, and all who are associated with him. It has been said, that in
matters of questionable right, as in those clearly wrong, honorable sub-
mission is preferable to fruitless resistance, and becomes a duty when the
interests of other parties are involved in the issue. The oak bends be-
fore the storm, and its branches remain unscathed.
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REJECTION ON THIRD DEGREE.

THE rule in the admission of candidates in this Commonwealth, is to
take but one ballot for the three degrees.* We believe no other general
practice has ever obtained here, though there may have been isolated
exceptionstoit. A good old rule of other days, required that the candi-
date for advancement should pass an examination in open Lodge, as to
his proficiency in the preceding degree.t Here a question for the Lodge
was usually raised, not as to his moral fitness,—unless the eandidate had
been long absent,—but as to his Masonic qualifications ; and this question
was taken by hand vote, and decided by the majority. It being presumed
that a full investigation of character is made prior to admission to the
first degree, a second ballot on advancement is not deemed necessary,
especially when no great length of time intervenes between the con-
ferring of the degrees ; and inasmuch as it is always competent for any
member, for reasons which shall be satisfactory to the Lodge, to stay the
proceedings. But a different practice prevails in other parts of the coun-
try, and a ballot is taken on each degree. Under this rule a correspon-
dent states the following case as having occurred :—

¢ A candidate having been initiated and passed, was rejected on the third degree.
He appealad to the Grand Lodge. The appeal was sustained, and the case referred
back to the Lodge with instructions. It was committed. The committee could
find nothing to rest charges nupon. The candidate again applied for the third de-
gree, and was again rejected by one vote. He then applied and received a demit
as a worthy fellow-craft. Was he entitled to a demit ?”

The point in this case which strikes us as the one of most doubtful pro-
priety, is that the appeal should have been advised by the friends of the in-
itiate, or sustained by the Grand Lodge. The rule requiring a new ap-
plication and ballot on the third degree, placed the candidate before the
Lodge in the relation of an origina! petitioner,—except perhaps that it did
not impose the necessity of committing the applicati?n, nor require the
delay before acting upon it which follows a first petition. Now, there is
nothing more clear than that the Lodges are the sole judges of the fitness
of their own candidates. This is an inherent power, inseparable from
their organization—a necessity of their existence. As in the case of all
their other charter-powers, they are responsible to the Grand Lodge for
the abuse of it. But caution in the use of a power, even when carried to
excess, does not constitute an abuse of it. At the present time, when
candidates are pressing in from all directions, we should rather account
it a virtue. The great fault, and the great danger is, that our Lodges are

® The whole fee accompanies the application. This is also the English rule.
+ This rule has of late years fallen much into disuse, though not entirely abandoned. It
would be well if it were fully restored .
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not sufficiently cautious—that they are too free—that they allow their
doors to swiug too easily on their hinges. And it is undoubtedly true,
that the interests and character of the Institution would be more secure,
if ten applicants were denied admission where one is now rejected. In
this view of the matter, it might be well if the whole question of admis-
sion were left to the decision of the Grand Lodges; but it would not be
Masonic ; neither would it be practicable. Yet the allowing appeals to
rejected candidates, and sending them back to the Lodges with instructions
to confer the degrees or prefer charges, is coming to about the same re-
sult, and through an altogether exceptionable process. It is not only de-
stoying the power and purposes of private ballot, but is depriving the
Lodges of their free agency, — degrading them to the condition of
thinking through other brains and acting through other wills than their
own. It is placing them in a condition where they might be required to
do that which, if done of their own motion, would subject them to the loss
of their charters. In the most favorable light in which we can view the
subject, it would be exacting of them the performance of an act, the di-
rect tendency of which would inevitably be to destroy the harmony which
is essential to their prosperity. The only correct and Masonic rule, is
to leave the whole question of admission where it belongs,—in the hands
of the Lodges. If any of them are found to be unworthy of the trust,
let their charters be revoked.

The ostensible error in the present case is, that the member casting
the negative ballot did not manifest his objection at the first balloting ;
though it is charitable to believe that the cause which now influences him
was at that time unknown to him, or did not exist; or he may not have
been present at either of the previous ballotings. If he has been in-
fluenced by improper or personal motives, he is unworthy of his member-
ship. But of this he alone is the judge ; as he is the keeper of his own
secrets and the guardian of his own conscience. Had the ballot for the
three degrees been taken at the first balloting, he would now be required
to make his objections known, and the responsibility of proceeding would
be thrown upon the Lodge. As it is, he has the same right to his private
ballot that he would have had at the original balloting, and he is protect-
ed by the same guaranties.

In respect to the inquiry of our correspondent, whether the candidate
was entitled to a demit from the Lodge, it is sufficient to say, that a demit
is a discharge from membership ; and as he was nota member of the
Lodge, he could not properly receive any such discharge. The Lodge
might have given him a certificate that he had been regularly passed as
a crafisman, and rejected on his application for advancement, for reasons
not made known to the Lodge. He certainly is a fellow-craft ; and, there
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being no actionable charges against him, is in regular standing, and may
exercise his privileges-as such, until such time as the cause of his rejec-
tion is removed, or he is expelled.

ITINERANT LECTURERS.

WE have recently received several letters calling our attention to the
serious evils resulting from the encouragement given to itinerant lecturers
in various parts of the country. We have on previous occasions invited
the attenticn of Grand Lodges to this subject, and are happy to know that
in several of the jurisdictions, the necessary measures have been taken in
relationto it. The evil, however, still prevails to a very great extent, and
it will continue to exist, not only to the destruction of everything like uni-
formity in the ritual, but to the unsettling of the laws and usages of the
Order, until the Grand Lodges throughout the country, each acting with
reference to its own jurisdiction, and in unison with all the others, shall
put a stop to it by the enactment of stringent prehibitory regulations. In
order to do this effectually, it should be made a penal offence for any for-
eign lecturer, or itinerant trader in Masonry, in any of its forms, to enter
the Lodges of any jurisdiction, without the written permission of the G.
Lodge of such jurisdiction, for the purpose of giving instructions in the
ritmal, or imposing upon the Brethren his own crude and unauthorized
views of the laws and usages and mystic teachings of the Order. It
should also be made a like offence in any Master of a Lodge, to suffer
this to be done in his presence. Not one in a hundred of these itinerants
is qualified for the business in which he is engaged. They are too often
ignorant of the force. and meaning of the language they employ ; and
thus they mislead others, less assuming, but hardly better informed than
themselves. They are generally persons too idle to labor at their proper
vocation, or they are inefficient broken-down professional men, who, in
the end, seldom fail to bring discredit on the Fraternity. The history of
the Institution in the United States for the last half century, furnishes in-
numerable examples to illustrate the truth of this remark. We need not
cite them. They are familiar to every old and well informed Mason in
the country. Such persons are what our French Brethren call * traders
in Masonry,” and they travel over every section of the country where
their trade is not specially prohibited, peddling their more than worthless
cpinions and pernicious teachings,—sometimes under one pretence and
sometimes under another,—the primary object being their own pecuniary
benefit. To this object, conscience, obligation, truth, honor, and every-
thing else, are made to bend. They constitute a ¢lass, not more honora-
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ble, but more dangerous, because of higher pretensions, than the itinerant
mendicants against whom we have heretofore taken o:casion to caution
our Brethren, and who live by their deceptions and depredations on the
Charity funds of the Lodges. It is full time that both these classes of
itinerants were driven without the pale of the Fraternity, and that Mason-
ic itinerancy of every form, and under whatever pretence of an individ-
ual nature, should be put a stop to. This measure is demanded not more
as a protection to the Lodges and individuals against imposition, than for
the respectability and honor of the Fraternity.

We desire not to be misunderstood. We are not opposed to the policy
of employing professional lecturers for the instruction of the Lodges.
These may be necessary. They can be made uselul, if qualified by edu-
cation, and tenacity of the retentive powers, for the duties of their ap-
pointment. If not so qualified, however worthy and zealous, and compe-
tent for other duties, their labors in this respect are ‘worse than useless;
for they can scarcely fail, from their own imperfections, to eonfound
that which it is their business to extricate from confusion. It is not
every Brother who can work the degrees, or under a prompter, recite the
lectures, who is qualified to become a Masonic teacher, more than that
every scholar is fitted to make a successful schoolmaster. * Aptness to
teach,” is not more essential to the latter, than power of retention and
philological accuracy are to the former. If we would elevate the char
acter of our Institution to a standard corresponding with the progress of
language and the mental developments of the age, we cannot be too re-
gardful of the fitness and qualifications of the recognized exponents of
its ritual, principles and purposes. ~ The office of lecturer is one of high
responsibility, and it should be so filled, that while the recipient commands
the respect and confidence of the Lodges, by his intellectual and personal
worth, he should be able to reflect honor on the pesition he holds.

In this view of the subject, lecturers are important auxiliaries in pre-
serving and perpetuating the ritual, and the mystical forms and ceremo-
nies of our Institution. As such, we are not opposed to the policy of
employing them professionally, and remunerating them liberally for their
services. They should, however, be appointed and credited by the Grand
Lodge within whose jurisdiction they are to perform their duties; and
while so credited, they should not be permitted to extend their labors be-
yond their jurisdiction ; nor should other teachers, or lecturers, whether
from without or within the jurisdiction, be suffered to interfere with theit
official duties, either directly or indirectly. They should be held respon-
sible to the Grand Lodge alone, for the correctness of their teaching and
the propriety of their official acts ; and be required annually to exemplify
the work and recite the lectures before that body, for its approval or cor-
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rection. In this manner only, can uniformity in the ritual and correctness
in the language be secured and preserved among the Lodges. Itinerant
lecturers and conceited exponents of the typical meanings of the ritual,
must be wholly and peremptorily excluded from the Lodges, and from
the jurisdiction, or the best efforts of the Grand Lodge in the attainment
of this important end, will be abortive and unavailing. The Grand Lodge
of Massachusetts has wisely provided against this source of evil, by con-
stitutional regulation, as follows :—
¢ Sec. 5—No Lodge shall encourage, promote or permit, the delivery of any
Masonic lectures, which have not been sanctioned and authorized by the Grand
Lodge. Nor shall any Mason be permitted to deliver such lectures under this ju-
risdiction.”
And so faithful are the Lodges under this jurisdiction, in enforcing and
" carrying out the provisions of this regulation, that an itinerant lecturer is
a ‘“ rare avis in terra”—a thing unknown. Peddlers and canvassers are
placed on the same footing. If they have communications to make or
favors to ask of the Lodges, it is done through the proper officer. If they
have business with the members individually, it is attended to out of the
Lodges. If they appear in the Lodges, it is as visitors; and as such,
they take their places and keep them. If the Lodges require counsel or
instruction, they seek it through the proper channels. Itinerant lecturers
and preachers are not the sources to which they look for either. The re-
sult of this course is that ¢ peace reigns within their borders,” and the
Brethren are united. They raise no phantoms, and follow none ; neiiher
are they wafted “ hither and fro” by ‘ every idle wind that blows.” Their
course is steady—their aim their duty. This done, they are contented
and happy.

LODGE MEMBERSHIP.

WE are asked by a correspondent, if apprentices and fellow-crafts are
eligible for membership in Liodges? This question has been discussed on
previous occasions ; and it has been decided in the negative by nearly or
quite every Grand Lodge in this country. It is therefore a settled ques-
tion; and the practice, so far as we are informed, corresponds with the
rule so established. This, however, has not always beem the practice.
Anciently there were apprentice and craft Lodges. Long after the adop-
tion of the modern system of Masonic government, Lodges did not pos-
sess the power to make Master Masons. At the time indicated, appren-
tices and craftsmen were undoubtedly enrolled members of Lodges ; and,
under certain circumstances, they were admitted to a voice and .a vote in
Grand Lodge. But the system has been modified. Lodges are now au
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thorized to make Masters ; and their charters are granted to none of an
inferior degree. Hence there are apprentice and fellow-craft Lodges,
only as existing under the authority of Masters’ Lodges, and for specific
and limited purposes. Literally speaking, there are no such Lodges.
Their distinctive feature has been merged in another. The Lodges now
created by Grand Lodges are Masters' Lodges, with power to openin
the appropriate degrees, and make apprentices and craftsmen. When thus
open, they are Lodges for the reception of iniiiates or craftsmen. This,
under the existing practice, is the only proper business of their creation.
They cannot admit members. Hence membership appertains only fo
Masters’ Lodges. Under the present system the rule could not with pro- |
priety be otherwise. If apprentices were admitted, to membership, they
could be present only when the Lodge was open on the first degree—
They could take no part in the business of the Lodge, for all business,
except the actual work f the inferior degrees, istransacted in a Masters’
Lodge. Membership with them would therefore be merely nominal. It
could not be actual, because they would not be in a condition to enjoy its
privileges or fulfil its obligations.

But we need not argue this question further. The practice in this
country we believe to be uniform and correct; and whatever itinerant
pretenders may urge to the contrary, there is no probability that it will
soon undergo any change. It is founded in reason and the necessities of
the case, and it will stand. We have been induced to notice it, not from
any apprehension of a change, but merely to oblige our correspondent, .
and to counteract any influence which the bold assertions of empiricism
may be supposed to have had upon the minds of Brethren in his vicinity,
who, like himself, do not possess the necessary information on the subject
to enable them to correct the misstatements referred to by him. Andit
may be proper to remark here, that the natural and inevitable consequence
of allowing itinerant lecturers and preachers to stroll about the country,
scattering their crude and pernicious opinions among the Lodges, is the
unsettling of the minds of young and uninformed Brethren, on questions
in relation to which they have not the means of authentic information. The
present is a case of this kind ; and the Grand Lodges owe it to them-
selves—to their dignity and authority, as well as to the harmony and
prosperity of their Lodges—to put a stop to a practice so pregnant #ith
evil. If the Master is incapable of instructing his Lodge in all things
useful for its interests, it is far better that the Grand Lodge should itsel
incur the expense of sending a competent and authorized Brother to if-
struct him, than to allow irresponsible intinerant missionaries to spresd
the seeds of discord over its jurisdiction.
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GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Tue Grand Lodge of this Commonwealth held its regular Communication for
the annual exemplification of its work and lectures, and installation of its officers,
on the 27th December last. The Grand Lodge was opened at 10 o’clock in the
morning by the Grand Master ; and soon after, the Grand Lecturers took their
places and opened a Lodge of Instruction, as provided for by the Constitutions.
The exhibition of the Lectures and Work of the three degrees, occupied the
remainder of the day, until about 5 o’clock in the afternoon ; at which time the
Grand Lodge was closed until half-past six in the evening, when it was re-open-
ed for the installation of the officers. The M. W. Kev. Georee M. RanparLy,
of this city, who had been unanimously re-elected, was appropriately installed
as Grand Master, by the R. W, Brother Epwarp A. Raymonp, his immediate
predecessor in the office. The Grand Master then installed the Grand Wardens,
Treasurer and Secretary, and having announced the re-appointment of the R.
W. Bro. Lucivs R. Paiekr, as his Deputy, installed hin as such. The Deputy
Grand Master next installed the appointed officers. These ceremonies were in-
terspersed with appropriate music by the choir of the Grand Lodge. At their
conclusion, and after the usual proclamation by the Grand Marshal, the Grand
Master delivered a highly interesting practical address, in which he briefly ad-
verted to the present condition and prospects of the Grand Lodge, and of the
Lodges under its jurisdiction. We hope to be able next month to lay the ad-
dress before our readers. The crowded state of our pages precludes the possi-
bility of doing so in the present number.

At the conclusion of the address, the Grand Secretary presented to the Grand
Lodge, in pursuance of the request contained in the following note, a curious

MASONIC WATCH :
Washington, Pennsylvania, Sept. 9th, 1852.
To Cuarres W. Mooze, Esq. :

Dear Sir and Bro. :—This day I forward to you, (by private opportunity to Phil-
adelphia, and from thence to your city, by Adams’ Express), a small, box, contain-
ing a silver Masonic Watch, ofa curious and unique character, well worthy of pres-
ervation, as a reminiscence of the past, being manufactured in England, the Patron
of Masonry, more than half a century ago.

, Will you have the kindness to present this watch 1N MY NAME, to the Right Wor-
shipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Ancient York Masons of Massachusetts,
not only, on account of its being the oldest Grand Lodge, in the United States—but
especiully on account of the stand it has ever taken in the defence and dissemina-
tion of the principles of our time honored Institution—principles whose direct ten-
dency is to elevate and ennoble man, and at the same time prepare and qualify him
for discharging those high and exalted duties, which he owes to his God, his coun-
try, his neighbor, his family and himself.

I have the honor to be fraternally yours,
Arrrep CrEelcm,
P. M. Washington Lodge, 164.

The Watch was made in London, in the year 1800, and was probably a pre-
sentation watch. It is of silver and weighs five ounces. On the dial-plate it

bas no figures to mark the hours, but Masonic emblems as substitutes for them—
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thus, for 12 o'clock, it has the sun at “high meridian,” and for six o’clock the
moon. The other hours are 1ndicated in the same manner, but of course by dif-
ferent emblems. In the centre of the plate are the two columus, the pavement,
and a representation of the Temple,—the three front pinnacles of which are sur-
mounted by human figures, representing three Master Masons. Under an arch,
worked into the front view, is the letter G.  On the inside, the cap of the verge
is richly and beautifully wrought with varionus Masonic emblems. This must
have been a work of great labor, and is highly creditable to the artistic skill of
the maker. The presentation was accompanied with suitable remarks ; at the
conclusion of which the Deputy Grand Master offered the following resolutions,
which were unanimously adopted :—

Wagreas, Bro. Alfred Creigh, M. D., of Washington, Pa., has presented to this
Grand Lodge an ancient Masonic Watch, as a token of his interest in Freemasonry,
and his respect for this the most ancient Grand Lodge in the United States :—

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge accept with much satisfaction the donation
made by our Brother, both as a token of his friendship, and as a memorial of fer-
vent Masonic feeling cherished by another Brother in former years.

Resolved, That an appropriate case be procured to enclose the watch, and that it
be deposited in the archives of this Grand Lodge.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge be communicated to Bro. Creigh,
with the assurance that his generous and fraternal feelings are duly appreciated.

The Grand Secretary, at the request of an estimable friend and Brother, next
presented for the acceptance of the Grand Lodge, a PorTraIT, in gilt frame and
Masonic costume, of Prince: MuraT, Grand Master of the Grand Orient of
France, for which a cordial vote of thanks was returned to the genercus donor.

The ceremonies of the day and evening were closed by the singing of an
appropriate hymn, and afler prayer by the Grand Chaplain, the Grand Lodge was
closed in ample form. It ie enough to say, in conclusion, that it was in all re-
spects a Masonic meeting. A large number of Brethren from the country were
present during the day and evening, and we think we may say, that they all re-
turned to their homes with their faith strengthened, and their attachments re-
newed, by what they had seen and heard and participated in.

The following are the officers of the Grand Lodge for the current year:—

M. W. Rev, George M. Randall, Boston, G. M.
R. W. Lucius R. Paige, Cambridge, D. G. M.

¢ Daniel Harwood, Boston, S. G. W.

¢ Rev. Benj. Huntoon, Marblehead, J. G. W.
¢ Thomas Tolman, Boston, G. Treas.

¢ Chas. W. Moore, Boston, R. G. Sec.

APPOINTMENTS.

R. W. Jonas A Marshall, Fitchburg, Cor. G. Sec.

W. Rev, Thomas R. Lambert, Charlestown, W. Rev. Stephen Lovell, Boston,
G. Chaplains.

W. George M. Thatcher, Boston, G. Marshal.

W. James W. Crooks, Springfield, S. G. D.

W. Charles Robbins, Boston, J. G. D.

W. Begj. Stevens, Boston, W. Wm. D. Coolidge, Boston, W. John P. Ober, Bos-
ton, W. Charles R. Train, Framingham, Grand Stewards.

W. Hamilton Wills, Boston, G. 8. B.

W. E. W. Tolman, Stoughton, W. B. Franklin Baker, Boston, G. Pursuivants.

I3
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W. Wm. C. Martin, Boston, W. Isaac P. Seavey, Newburypart, G. Lecturers.

Br. Spencer Nolen, Boston, G. Organist.

Br. Samuel H. Gregory, Boston, G. Chorister. -

Br. Levi Bates, Boston; G. I'yler.

Committee on Charity.—Brs. Wm. Parkman, Winslow Lewis, Robt. Keith.

District Deputy Grand Masters.—R. W. J. V. C. Smith, Boston, District No. 1;
R. W. John S, Johnson, Gloucester, District No. 2; R. W. Prentice Cushing, Lo-
well, District No.3; R. W. Jonathan Greenwood, Framingham, District No. 4;
R. W. Rev. Albert Case, Hingham, District No. 5; R. W. Horace Chenery, Wor-
cester, District No.6; R. W. Lucien B. Keith, New Bedford, District No.7; R.
W. 8. Baxter, Hyannis, District No. 8; R..W. F. Weston, Dalton, District No. 9 ;
R. W. Benj. Brown, Special Deputy for Nantucket

Library Commit{ge.—R. W. Lucius R, Paige, R. W C. Gayton Pickman, R. W,
Winslow Lewis.

District Deputy Grand Lecturers.—To consist of the District Deputy Grand Mas-
ters in all the Districts except No. 1 and No 2. These are filled by the Grand Lec-

turers—No. 1, by Bro. W. C Martin, of Boston, and No. 2 by Bro.Isaac P. Seavey,
of Newburyport.

-
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THE CRAFTSMAN’S CONFESSION,
OR
COURTING A MASTER MASON'S DAUGHTER.

BY BR. DAVID BARKER, OF PACIFIC LODGE, ME,

IN my earlier years— For conning the laws
(And the thought brings tears, And pleading the cause
For horrible 'tis to say,) Of the beautiful Caroline Ney.
I was false as the pit
To each girl that [ met, The old village Priest
Till meeting with Caroline Ney. Not doubting the least
The gassips who threaded the way,
Each time that I strode Bid the father hewaie
To her father’s abode, B Of the terrible snare
The neighbors were struck with digmay ; I was setting for Caroline Ney.
At morning and even’
A prayer went to Heaven But the father cared"not
For the innocent Caroline Ney. For the idle report
Which haunted him every day,
The old matrons winked, For that old man knew
And the old maids blinked, [ should ever be true
And taned up a sorrowful lay, To the innocent Caroline Ney :
And nodded the head :
While they gravely said For I whispered a word,
 He’'ll ruin that Caroline Ney.” Which the old man heard ,—
*Twas a magic word, though simple,
The young country Squire *Twas a word that we caught,
In his dreams would perspire On a sacred spot,
While counting his bountiful pay, Just west of King Solomon’s Temple.
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THE KNIGHTS TEMPLARS.—NO. XXI.

[ Written for this Magazine by R. W. Jou~ H. Sugrrasp. ]

NeitaER threats, chains nor torture, loss of health,nor ruin of worldly pros-
pects, could bow nor bend the lofty integrity and heroic constancy of the mar-
tyred William De la More, the last Grand Master of the operative Knights Tem-
plars in England. No earthly power could compel him to confess that of which
he was not guilty. With a soul unshaken to the last, though his body was broken
down by sufferings, sickness and misfortune, he endured unto the end and died
in the dungeon of the Tower, with his latest breath maintaining the innocence
of the Order; for it must be remembered that the cruel Papal Inquisitors re-
quired a confession of gutlt, and used the torture as the alembic of truth. Even
the weak king Edward, touched by his fate, spared his'goods and permitted his
executors to appropriate them to pay his debts,

Another noble Templar deserves our notice, Brother Himbert Blanke, pre-
ceptor of Auvergne—a man of exalted principle, who was imprisoned five'years
in the Tower, and after his refusal to confess, was committed to a loathesome dun-
geon on scanty allowance, bound in chains, solitary, or only visited—not by the
sympathizing friend—but by the infernal agents from the Inquisitors, who came
to threaten or torment him; and there he also died with a heart broken, buta
soul thatnever flinched from the path of duty. Alas! to what a degradation the
passions of men may sink them, under the dreadful influence of a blind supersti-
tion. This Brother had fought for the Cross in Palestine—defended the Chris-
tian faith under four Grand Masters,—was at the fall of Acre—a brave warrior—a
man of high rank in the holy wars—and yet, only because he would not confess
a lie, was immured during the long wearisome days of years after years in the
Tower, and then suffered death like a malefactor! There are, surely, eras in
English history, too dark to look upon, but there is none blacker than the intro-
duction of the torture into England and the treatment of the Knights Templars.
They leave a shuddering horror at the times.

A detail of the trials, tortures and confessions of weak Brethren ; of the mar-
tyrdom of others, and the perjuries of impostors and craven wretches during this
Reign of Terror in England, would be tedious and unprofitable. It is enough
to refer to such an ihstance, as the hearsay evidence of Henry Thanet, an Irish-
man, who swore he heard that Hugh de Nipurias, a Templar, deserted from the
fortress of Tortosa, and abjured the faith; and at the Pilgrim’s Castle denied
Christ and made the brethren do the same ;—or to another witness, who testified
that the Templars had in their commandery a brazen head with two faces, which
they consulted as an oracle; or to Johm De Nassington, who said, Miles De
Stapleton and Adam De Everington, two Knights, told him, that at the Precep-
tory of Templehurst, they worshipped o calf. Yet such was the nature of the
testimony at all the examinations. Crimine ab uno, disce omnis.

From the 20th of December, 1307, when the king issued his writs for their ar.
o8t in all parts of his dominion, until the release of such as survived in July
1311, the examinations were kept up from time to time, and even Edward was
reproached by Clement, that he had been too merciful. Venerable men, who
had been Templars of twenty, thirty, and forty years standing, irreproachable,
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and beloved by their neighbors, were dragged from their prisons, and bronght
before this Star-Chamber tribunal; for not one was tried at the Comnion Law
Courts, by juries. The testimony of the witnesses, some of whom were recreant
Knights, or ignorant initiates, would be too ridiculous to narrate—nor are the
names of such false Brethren worth repeating. The cartain of this world’s
drama has long since closed on all these wretches. The disclosures they made,
in almost every instance, were contradictory, and unworthy the notice of any but
an infernal Inquisitor, greedily smiling over the distortions and agonies of a
racked victim. The evidence of two Knights, however, had much influence.
On the 23d of June, 1311, Brother Stephen De Staplebrugge, an apostate and
fagitive Templar, was arrested, and on examination testified that there were two
modes of initiation, one lawful, the other impious ; and that he was required to
deny the Saviour, and spit upon the cross, which he did under the fear of death.
The hypocrite then fell down upon his knees, shed tears, and most solemnly im-
plored forgiveness of the church. The other, Thomas Tocci de Thoroldeby, a
serving Brother of the Temple, an apostate, who had fled from the Inquisitors,
afterwards, on the 25th of June, the same year, delivered up himself and then
made a public confession, among other things that the members of the Order
did nothing contrary to the Christian faith, and that fear alone made him turn
apostate, because the Abbot of Lagny, told him, if he would not confess further,
he would make him, and “ swore by the word of God, he would make him confess
‘before he had done with him ;’° but on the 29th of the same month, he did go the
whole figure, testified that the Templars denied Christ,—spit beside the cross—
said that one hair of the beard of a Saracen was worth more than the whole
body of a Christian—that the Templars always favored the Saracen, and op-
pressed the Christian—that for three years he only thought of the devil—and yet,
mark the inconsistency—the Chapters at their close did nothing but repeat the
holy pealm, “ Gop be merciful unto us and bless us’’ Tliese two recreant
Brethren were absolved and restored to the church.

Such was the evidence—such was the farce got up to criminate the poor Tem-
plars, not by the laws nor courts of England, but by foreign Inquisitors and some
of the bigoted priests, which then disgraced the English hierarchy. Such ‘were
the tender mercies of an enemy, towards men of character, family, and innocence,
in those days of darkness. Imprisoned in gloomy cells, deprived of their pro-
perty, living on bread and water, watching for days, weeks, months and years, the
vindictive movements of their destroyer, and exposed to the perjury of false wit-
nesees, and the agonies of the rack—such was their fate ! To escape these hor-
rors, it is no wonder that someof the Brethren fled, and wandered about the king-
dom in disguise ; hiding tMemselves in deserts and mountain caves; nor that
others whoee nerves were too weak to face the torture, recanted, and confessed
crimes of which their conscience told them they were entirely innocent.

The 'Tower of London—prisons in Newgate and Ludgate—donjons in various
castles, and the jails of the different counties in England, were all filled with
Templars; and if their dark secrets could be brought to light, they would ex-
hibit pictures of cruelty and fierceness, unworthy of the descendants of those
brave Barons, who at Runnymede, extorted from the meanest monarch that ever sat

15 .
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on a throne, the Great Charter of liberty. Where at that time was the Anglo
saxon blood, 8o renowned in days of old ? ’ )

Similar proceedings were had in Ireland; thirty Templars were imprxstfned.
In Scotland the Order was also persecuted. Two Templars were there examined,
but their enemies could not procure satisfactory evidence against them. They
were suspected, because their meetings were secret and mysterious. But the
fire raged most furiously in England.

Many lives were sacrificed in Lombardy, Tuscany, Sicily, and Naples, where
the Koights persisted in their innocence, and refused to abjure their faith. In
Germany the Order proved their innocence; and it was so generally in Ita.}y.
In Spain and Portugal they were protected, and especially by the firm and in-
trepid Dennis, king of Portugal. It is true—for no great society. on earth could
ever yet endure the meridian blaze of too much prosperity and opulence—the
Templars may have relaxed their dicipline, and in some instances forgotten their
severe rules and austere virtues; but that they were guilty of crimes as a body,
and had become heretics and idolaters, or were enemies to their country, no res-
pectable historian has ever pretended. Nor is there any such evidence.

Mills says, “ The Order of Knights Templars was eminent for its virtue and
discipline ;”” and he speaks in glowing language of their character, and achieve-
ments in Syria, Indeed, all Palestine was filled with memorials of their courage
and heroism. Justly, therefore, does Mills remark: “ But there is abundant evi-
dence to justify the assertion that the real crime of the Templars was their wealth.”
Not long before Philip le Bel had robbed the Jews; and no doubt Edward
IL, that poor weak prince, looked with avidity on the coffers in the Temple at
London.

The atrocious proceedings in France, under Philip le Bel and his minion,
Pope Clement V., went far beyond the persecutions under Edward II., and have
left a stain upon her history, which time can never wash away. The origin of
Philip’s hatred of the Templars—a prince of a naturally vindictive disposition—
may be traced to two causes. First, his intense avarice,and the embarrassed
state of his finances; and secondly, the friendship which Pope Boniface VIIL,
with whom he was at mortal variance, professed towards these Knights. Itis
said they supplied the Papal coffers with money at sundry times, and took his part
in the cabels with the French king. Other writers allege, that Philip debased
the coin to aid his wars with the Flemings, and that the Templars were displeased
at his conduct. Avarice, it is most probable, lay at the foundation of this perse-
cution. For the year before he attacked them, he had caused all the Jews in his
kingdom to be stript of their property, and driven naked and pennyless into ban-
ishment. - .

As Pope Clement V. was subservient to his interest, he instigated him to sum-
mon Molay, the G. M. of the Templars, and also the Grand Master of the Hos-
pitallers, to meet him in France, there to consult about some great question ; and
he urged them to come as secref as possible, with a little retinue. Fortunately,
the G. M. of the Hospitallers was absent on a cruise in pursuit of corsairs, and
Molay only went with sixty Knights and a large treasure, to meet the Pope. He
was received by the hypocritical monarch of France, with honor and distinction,
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Hee then proceeded to the Pope at Poictiers. The business was another pretend-
ed Crusade against the Holy Land. His arrival in France was early in 1307.

In the meantime the pulpits were enlisted in attacks and vituperations against
the Templars. Great pains were taken to circulate dark rumors and dangerous
suspicions, touching their principles and conduct, in all parts of the kingdom.
One Bquin De Florian, a pardoned convict, and a Nosso De Florentine, an
apostate Templar, who had been imprisoned by the Chapter for his abominations,
were set at liberty, and used as informers against the Order by the king. On
the 14th of September, 1307, all the Templars in France were ordered to be ar-
rested and cast into prison. We have before spoken of the 19th of October,
when one hundred and forty Templars were successively put to the torture. It
was about this time that Philip wrote to Edward IL., and gave such a horrid pic-
ture of their crimes. Thirtysix Templars perished under the rack. Others lost
their reason; some the use of their limbs. Some were placed before a fire, with
their feet anointed with grease and exposed to the blistering pain. Brother Ber-
narde De Vado, having recalled his confession of guilt, was again put to the
torture ; he says, “ They held me so long before a fierce fire, that the flesh was
burnt off my heels, and two pieces of boue came away, which I present to you.”
Another stated that four of his teeth were drawn, and he yield®d at last to save
the rest. When Brother Humbert De Puy declared that he had been tormented
three times ; and for thirlysix weeks had lived on bread and water alone, ina
damp, loathsome cell, the inhuman commissioners of the Inquisition, neither
showed the least touch of compassion, nor blushed at their own barbarity.

" To increase their sufferings, forged letters from the Grand Master, advising
their recantation, were introduced. Clement wrote letters to his very dear son,
Edward II., full of horrid enormities, and accusing the Templars of crime, apos- -
tacy and horrid depravity. Church and State were leagued with the powers of
darkness against these unfortunate men.

At one time, their principal accusers were two supposed wilches, who had been
expelled from society for profligacy and crimes. Such was the agony to which
some of these poor Knights were subjected, that even Movray, the Grand Master,
in his extremity was overcome, and confessed that he had denied the Redeemer
and trampled on the cross ;—but we shall soon see, he made glorious atonement,
and died in the faith. When Tonsard De Gisi was brought forward, he was
asked by the Inquisitor, “ Were you put to the torture?” “Yes,” he replied,
“ they had tied my hands bebind my back with such tightness, that the blood was
almost oozing through my nails, I was left an hour in this state in the dungeon.”
So severe and inhuman had been the conduct of Philip, that the public sym-
pathy for the poor Templars was awakened ; and even Clement V. wrote to him,
expressing some disapprobation at his conduct, and suspended the office of Grand
Inquisitor, William De Paris, and ordered a stay of proceedings. Philip replied
upbraidingly, pretended great zeal in the cause of Christ, and then only kindled
fresh fires of persecution. Clement. had to yield, for he was the king’s Pope—
he made him. Again were the Templars accused, and their friends, who offered
money to procure them counsel, were rejected. Nor could they mneet their wit-
nesses face to face. The whole was ez-parte—a condemnation without a hearing.
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AN ADDRESS

Delivered at Linden, Nov. 4th, 1852, before the Lodge of Marengo Co., Ala., on the Centen-
la‘lﬂl Anniversary of the initiation of George Washington, as a Mason, by Rev. T. H.
'08TER.

Companions and Brethren :—An occasion of no ordinary interest calls us togeth-
er. One hundred and twenty years ago witnessed the rising of a planet in our
hemisphere, whose splendor startled and delighted the world. That planet rode on
to its meridian, shed its glory all over our land, and then, unshorn of a tingle beam,
passed away, brighter at its setting, than at its rising. It left behind it a remem-
brance of its unparalleled beauty, which will grow with the world’s growth, and
strengthen with its strength. One hundred and twenty years ago, "Washington was
born.

One hundred years ago witnessed an event of no common interest to our Order.
A name then became associated with Masonry, whose prestige any institution or
association might well be proud of, and which, to it, has ever since been a tower of
strength. One hundred years ago, George W ashington took upon him the sacred
vows and assumed the responsibilites of a free and accepted Mason. Little did the
Fredericksburg Lodge think, that in the man, who then knelt at its altars, there
lay a germ whidh would one day expand itself into a personage so illustrious as
Gen. George Washington, the Father of his country ; whose name thereafter would
be the watchword of liberty in all nations and in all ages ; and who, upon the moun-
tains of his own native land, would kindle a beacpn-fire, under whose reflections
the whole world would glow with a brighter splendor.

In the morning of his youth, when he had hardly assumed the badge of manhood,
while his character had not yet passed entirely out of its chrysalis state, he subjected
himself to the moulding and wholesome instructions of speculative Masoary. A
long life of most exalted virtue and usefulness, told, upon how hopeful a mind and
heart, those instructions were exerted, and how implicitedly he treasured up and
obeyed them.

As an Institation, we have our patron saints, and in honor of these we have our
stated festivals. For many hundred years have we celebrated the 24th of June,

and the 27th of December, in honor of St. John the Evangelist, and St. John the
Baptist. These festivals serve to keep alive our devotion to ancient Masonry, and
it.is well.

. To these, we this day add another. This is not, it is true, to commemorate the
greatnegs of another saint, as such, but to rejoice that the glory of our Order has
been illustrated, during the last century, by what may be ranked next to a saint,—

a pure disinterested patriot,—a man, whose whole life was devoted to the highest
and noblest purposes,—to his God, his country, and to truth. To carry out this
end, we welcome you, Companions and Brethren, we welcome you ladies
and gentlemen. We welcome you to the honors and privileges of our high
festival. Here, on such an occasion as this, may our enthusiasm as Masons,
and our ardor as patriots, kindle and brighten, until our bosoms are all aglow with
their celestial fires. Is there a.Mason who can reflect on the past hundred years
of our Order’s existence,—the vicissitudes through which it has passed,—its conflicts
with civil and ecclesiastical power,—its final triumph and present success,—its in-
debtedness in part for this triumph and success to the great name of Washington,—
and not feel a swelling gratitude and pride in celebrating this centennial anniversa-
1y of the day, when that name was first associated withit? Is there an American
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‘who can reflect upon the name, which has brought us together ; that name,—** first
in peace, first in war, first in the hearts of his countrymen,” and we may add, first
in the admiration of the world,—without partaking largely of the enthusiasm of this
day?

Then we say to one and to all, welcome. Spread abroad your banners! Lift
high your joyous congratulations! For the Masonry which Washington loved still
flourishes ; the tree of liberty which Washington reared, still spreads its cooling
shade all over the land.

In our ordinary celebrations, we confine ourselves chiefly to matters associated
with Masonry, as a philanthropic association ; in burying the dead, relieving the
distressed, and educating the orphan. To-day we are invited to a wider field, and
to one quite as inviting. The interests of patriotism combine with those of philan-
throphy, and together, they render a blended impressiveness to the occasion, of rare
power and attraction. Masonry is a great nourisher of patriotism ; but were there
no other links binding us to liberty and to our country, the name of Washington,
as connected with our country’s freedom, and with Masonry too, would form a tie
stronger and more enduring than adamant. And thus, in celebrating his connection
with the latter, we are reminded of his connection with the former. His excellen-
cies in the one, endear him to us in the other. Because he was a pure, high-souled
asserter and defender of freedom, we glory in the fact that he was a Mason. And
since his name and his fame are inseparably blended with the history of our free
and happy country, while we consider him as a Mason, we of necessity, econsider
him as a patriot ; and thus, while we consider the Masonry which he illustrated, we
cannot fail to ¢onsider the country for which he labored.

No institution, of mere human origin, has been adorned with more great names
than Masonry. From the days of the Royal Bage of Israel, when * the axes of
Hiram rang in the forests of Lebanon, and the High Priest swung his censer in the
Temple of the Lord,” down through the succeeding years of the Jewish nation,—
down through the planting of the Christian Church,—through the days of the Cru-
saders, when Peter the Hermit and Godfrey of Bouillon led the mighty hosts of

European chivalry, to rescue the Holy Sepulchre from Moslem profanation,—
through the dark ages,—through the years succeeding the Reformation,—through
the convulsive throes of the Old World, and the vicissitudes and progress of the
New,—our Order can boast of its Solomon, its Hirams, its Ezra, its Zerubbabel,
its Nehemiah, its St. John the Baptist, and ita 8t. John the Evangelist; its Con-
stantine and its Ceeur de Lion ; its Lafayette and its Washington. For more than
three thousand years have these and other great names, formed the long line of a
dynasty, more llustrious than any other the world has ever seen. Kings and Em-
perors, priests and philosophers, statesmen and warriors, poets and artists, philan-
thropists and martyrs, Jews and Christians, are links in the great chain, which bind
Masonry to the mists and uncertainties of that age in which it took its rise.—
Bright were the lights which adorned its former years ; but it was reserved for this
age and this land to lend it a name, in whose ineffable lustre, the awluevementl of
all these, as mere men, fade into iusignificance.
% Land of the West ! though passing brief, the record of thine age,

Thou hast a name which darkens all, on history’s wide page ;

Let all the blasts of fame ring out, thou hast the loudest far !

Let others boast their salelliles, thou hast the planet star.”

Wa- boast much of our sntiguity,—and well may we. We basst, that--our
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Order arose amidst the myths and barbarism of a rude and uncultured age, when,
as yet, society was unformed and there was comparative chaos among the familes of
earth. We boast, that it bore no unimportant part in reducing this chaotic mass
into order and harmony and beauty. All was darkness,—the world groped about
and mourned for light,—the master said, *“ Let there be light,” and light was. Ma-
sonry was an instrument, in the hands of the Grand Master, for bringing light into
dark places, and remoulding the whole face of society. We boast, that it has
survived storms, in which, whole empires have been wrecked. Political enact-
ment, ecclesiastical excommunication, torture, imprisonment and death have, in
vain, endeavored to banish it from the earth, And, we boast, that it is now far
more flourishing and prosperous than ever before.

But notwithstanding all these grounds of boasting, we may yet find greater rea-
gon ‘still, in the names of the good and great, who have espoused our cause and
fought our battles, That among the great and noble men of the past, so greata
number have given their testimony in favor of our beloved Masonry, affords reason
of congratulation, far greater than can be drawn from our antiquity and the inex-
tinguishable vitality with which the Order is endowed.

Masonry has exerted an, influence in moulding and perfecting the most complete
and symmetrical character of modern times. That it possesses elements well cal-
culated to do this, will be evident when we closely observe the true meaning and
scope of the Masonic Order.

The first thing that strikes the observer of speculative Muonry, is its symbolic
representations, To the uninitiated, these seem but empty and unintelligible para-
phanalia.. Our public ceremonies of installation of officers—of the burial of the
dead ;—the regalia and instruments and jewels, the inscriptions on our banners,
all seem to them but unmeaning pomp and ceremony. But to one who has passed
the veils, or wrought in the secret vault, or made a pilgrimage to the holy sepul-
chre, they are imagery burdened with meaning, deep and intense, as the human
heart, and as human life. To such they are not senseless forms ;—they embody
ideas beautiful, sublime and interesting. Every instrument, every figure in our
regalia, or on our banners,—every ceremony, whether bared to public gaze, or
enacted in the deep seclusion of the Lodge-room, teaches a lesson of lofty import.
In the rude and untutored age in which Masonry originated, and among the Orien-
tals who devised and perfected it, this manner of teaching was common and neces-
sary. The mostordinary transactions were conducted by the aid of symbols, mys-
terious and poetic. Witness the grand and imposing ceremonial and ritual of the
Temple worship ; where every requirement, every utensil, from the dome of that
gorgeous pile of cedar and gold to the * cherubim overshadowing the mercy-seat,”
and the ark overlaid with gold, —from the daily sacrifice to the annual festival, when
the High-Priest sprinkled the blood of atonement before the mercy-seat, all pos-
sessed a deep and intense significance. Witness the metaphorical visions and ac-
tions of the ancient seers, when with parables and language of the most gorgeous
Oriental imagery, they taught the people the will of God, or predicted coming
woes, or coming blessings. With what strains of high-wrought poetry, did they
entrance and awe the hearts of their hearers! Witness those delightful Arabian
tales, which charmed our childhood, and which afford severe and profitable study
to our maturer years ! How much of human hearts and human experience do we
learn from the fable of the Wonderful Lamp and the strange adventures of Haroun
Al Raschid! Witness the rude theatres of Athens; where Sophocles and Zs-
chylus and Euripides taught human nature and human duty by the mythic represen-
tations of the drama !
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The connection between the heart and the outward sense, teaches us, that the one
may be most powerfully affected by impressions upon the other. Indeed, it is not,
really, the eye which sees ; it is only a lehs to conduct and point the image upon
the retina of the soul ;—it is not the ear which hears, it is only the medium, through
which.the sound passes to the internal tympanum. So, of all the other senses.
Now, since the soul is hidden within the body, human agency can only affect it
through those avenues which the body furnishes for access to it. It isthroughsym-
bols, that nature speaks to us. The cataracts, which ‘‘ blow their trumpets from
their steep ;”—ocean, with its unceasing thunder-psalm,—the forests, with their
“ sweet and soul-like sounds,” and the feathered songsters, with their thousand va-
ried notes ;—the landscape, enameled with green and purple and scarlet—the rivers
which glide in beauty before us,—the mountains with sunless pillars deeply sunk
in earth, lifting their *“bold, awful , fronts and visited all night by troops of stars,”—
the glaciers, “ glorious as the gates of heaven, beneath the keen full-moon,”—the
burning stars, which hang like “ blossoms on the tree of life, or as a gorgeous ban-
ner, waving from the far-off walls of heaven,”—what are these, but nature’s hiero-
glyphics, by which she would tell out her mighty secrets !

* What though, in solemn silence, all
Move round this dark terrestrial ball :
What though, no real voice, nor sound

Amid the radiant orbs be found ;
In reason’s ear they all rejoice,
And utter forth a glorious voice,
Forever singing, as they shine,
The hand that made us is divine.”

In humble imitation of the author of -the metaphoric representations of the Jew-
ish economy,’and of nature in her dumb,'but significant teachings, Masonry assumes
to teach its votaries by the use of symbols. And with the exception of the Ma-
sonic, no rites have ever appeared in the world, more appropriate and impressive.
This is witnessed by the fact, that ancient Masonry has, always and everywhere,
been essentially the same. Though passing through so many languages and in con-
tact with so many various customs and people, no one of its great features has
ever changed. The same symbolic language which spoke to the ancient Jews and
cemented and moulded them into a body compact, comes down to us as weighty with
meaning now, as then. The rites of the Blue Lodge, beginning with the simple,
but expressive, entered apprentice, and culminating in the sublime degree of Mas-
ter Mason—the Chapter with its veils, its burning bush, and its still sublimer mys-
teries,—the Council, with its simple and beautiful instructions,—all produce the
same serious and indellible impressions, which characterized them in former years.
And he who will enter the lonely chamber of the candidate for the mysteries of
more modern Masonry,~will sit at the table with the king, and behold the visions
at the Holy Sepulchre, will see this symbolic teaching, in its application to Chris-
tianity, and will feel, that if ancient Masonry led him into the court of the priests,
where the daily sacrifice burned, and where the choir chanted their solemn litany,
modern Masonry introduces him into the “Holy of Holies,” where the Shecinah
dwells,—where the very air seems burdened with a misterious presence,—and where
the soul pauses in rapture, to gaze and wonder and adore.

The power of such representations over the human heart may well be imag-
ined. They exalt, they purify, they lift to the contemplation of high and noble
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things. They give full and free exercise to the powers of the mind and. feelings of
the heart.

Yet, all these symbols would be useless, nay injurious, did they not embodya
proper spirit. Without this, they would be empty and unmeaning,—a corpse ar-
rayed in purple and gold. Embodying but the semblance of virtue, they .would
cheat her out of her true birthright in the human heart. When. forms teach im-
proper lessons, or, when they attract attention, and are conformed to for their own
sake, they become actually odious. They may talk much about virtue ; but, they
satisfy the mind with vague, transcendental abstractions ;—they preseant no living,
breathing image of virtue, forever beautiful, forever to be loved and forever to be
obeyed. They produce no longing after the right,Jand no high resolve to puraue it.

Masonry uses her symbols, not because they are beautiful, not for their awn
sake, but because of the wholesome lessons which they teach, and the appropriate
and impressive manner in which they teach them. The symbols are to be forgot-
ten in the superiority of the benefits they confer.

The bell calls the people to worship. But, when they enter the Church, the bell
is no more remembered amid the greater business of the sanctuary. The symbol
attracts attention, announces and explains the lesson, and then is laid aside, or kept
only to remind one of this lesson, or for the instruction of others. Many and va-
rious and comprehensive are the truths veiled under the symbolic mysteries of Ma-
sonry. They stand connected with all the relations of life,—the highest and the
lowest. Yet they all may be summed up in one,—viz : * Thou shalt love thy neigh-
bor as thyself,” the word neighbor being defined by the beautiful parable of “the
Good Samaritan.” In other words, it teaches the lesson of universal brotherhood.

When the confusion of tongues dispersed the families of earth, there grew up
other barriers of difference and separation, besides their several languages. Each
nation looked with jealously on its neighbor. Envy and hatred and wars sprung
up, until earth seemed but one vast arena, where broils and blood and carnage were
seen. There were but few sympathies common to any two of them. Egypt strove
against Syria and Syria against Philistia, and Philistia against Pheenicia. Man
looked upon man, when separated from him by geographical barrier, as his ene-
my, and governed by that motto of hell, that ‘“ might constitutes right,” sought to
dispossess him of his property in his native land, that he might appropriate it to
his own uses. Earth drank the blood of thousands of her children, who fell as
victims to appease the manes of this terrible god, selfishness, whose reign has ever
been a reign of terror. And even, among those of the same country, there was
comparatively but little of common sympathy. In the strife after power and fame
and wealth, men trampled down their fellows, and sacrificed the parest and noblest
feelings in their nature.

Masonry stands forth, inthe history of the past, as the first inetitution which de-
nied the monstrous principles which produced these evils, It boldly asserted,
through its symbols and its practical operations, that all men were brothers ;—that
geographical barriers and differences of language and customs, interposed no proper
bar to a common exchange of sympathy and assistance, between nations and fami-
lies and individuals. It taught, as its idea, thatthere is one God, the father of us
all, who loved and cared for us all. It exhorted all men to forget the petty distinc-
tions of climate and descent, and unite upon one common ground of love and good
will. This is farther evident from the adaptation of its forms and structure to every
nation under heaven. Water adapts itself to the shape of the vessel which con

. tains it. So, Masonry was so constructed, that it suited itself to people of every
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stage of civilization,—of every language, color and custom, from the Prophet of Ju-
dea to the swarthy Ethiopian. And the under current of influence, by which it
counteracted the upper streams of selfishness and misery, can only be fully appre-
ciated by him, who sees all things from the beginning. Here is a grand platform,
upon which may stand the Esquimaux, the Patagonian and the American,—the
Kamscatkian, the European and the African,—the Jew, the Christian and the Ma-
homedon.

What was the great Temple, in the construction of which Masonry first assumed
body and regularity, but a great symbol of that solemn and majestic Temple, for
the glory of God and the happiness of men, in the rearing of which all men should
be engaged. God intended this whole earth for a Temple filled with incense and
vocal with his praises ;—a Temple at whose altars all men should bow,—their jea-
lousies and strifes and discontents all lost in the sweet sea of love, whose tides
should ebb and flow in every human heart. As Solomon called together the work-
men, to construct the house of the Lord, so God calls to every man to come and
work in the construction of this massive, spiritual pile. Here, every true manisa
Mason, in some sense. Legislators, who secure the ends of justice,—rulers, who
rule for the sake of the ruled, and not for their own,—teachers, who pour true
mental and moral light upon the souls of their pupils,—ministers, who point to
heaven and lead the way,—statesmen, who work for the good of their country,—
soldiers, who bleed for their firesides, yea all, every man who fills well his ap-
pointed lot in society, however lowly that lot may be, is in a high, true sense, a
spiritual Mason,—he is a workman on some part of this projected edifice.

Some are hewers of wood and drawers of water, some mix the mortar, some lay
the stones, some do the carving and cornicing, some ornament the pillars,—but all
are engaged in the same great work. And what was the harmony and order,
which characterized the workmen of Solomon’s Temple, but a symbol of the like
which should prevail among those who labor on the thing represented ! And this
same idea of universal brotherhood runs all through the minor ceremonies of specu-
lative Masonry. How forcibly is prefigured in the Master’s degree, the common lot
of all,—that whatever be our station on earth we all tend to one common level in
the grave! And thus we are taught, that in some sense, we should disregard the dis-
tions of this life, knowing that they shall not separ.i+ us in the world to come.
And thus does Masonry teach us that all men are brothers,—that selfishness is from
hell, and should be crucified as the enemy of man,—that benevolence is from heaven,
and should be cherished as the friend of man ; that the groat end of life should not
be personal, but general g ‘od ;—and t\i.t personal good canonly be secured by at-
tending to the interests of our fellows, as a whole. It would have one law,—even
the law of love,—running through all the various customs of men, silencing the
harsh discords of earth and singing the low sweet song of peace and hope, in every
human heart. Noble have been its aims, and nobly has it beenrewarded. By this
tie, hearts are bound together which would otherwise be totally estranged. The
refined American and the wild Arabian, by a single touch of the hand, or the utter-
ance of a sihgle mystic word, feel their hearts warming each to the other and linked
together by an indissoluble bond.

Thus do we see how Masonry embodies in its mystic symbols, this great pri» i-
ple of universi! Brotherhood. Thus it has spirit as well as form. And it has a spir-
it, which is greater than its form. Beuntiful, touchingly beautiful, are its simpler
rites,—sublime, exaltingly sublime are its higher ceretuonies ;—but still these rites
have no beauty, these ceremonies no sublimity, compared to the celestial loveliness,

16
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the heavenly grandenr of the spirit which it enshrines. He, who typically meets
the fate of Hiram Abiff, or journeys through rough and rugged ways, or intrudes
upon the secret vault, may well have his heart awed, and his mind disciplined by
the mysteries,—unmeaning though they be,—through which he passes But when
from the dimness of type and shadow which .invests them, there is evovled shape
and substance, and truth in highest and most beautiful forms,—when the riddle
solves itself and the hieroglyphics are read,—then does he first begin to appreciate

the true worth of the system.
[To be continued.]

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
OF THE LATE WILLIAM H.CUSHNEY OF TEXAS.*

Wirriam H. Cusexey was born on the 15th day of September, 1819, in New
York. At an early day he became a practical printer, and worked several years
in various places. In 1837, he went to Augusta, Georgia—entered the office of
Judge William E. Jones, as a journeyman printer. Judge Jones was then pub-
lishing the Augusta Chronicle and Sentinel. Finding Cushney competent and
reliable, he placed him at the head of the printing department of his office, in
which capacity he remained until 1840. Judge Jones remarks: “He was ever,
from my first acquaintance with him, what he has so fully proven himself here, a
man of sterling integrity—open, generous, frank, manly—always made friends
wherever he lived ; and never, so far as 1 know, made any enemies.”

He emigrated to Texas in March, 1840, in company with Judge Jones—set-
tled in Gonzales county, and continued an inmate of the Judge’s family until
the fall of 1841,

In 1840, when the Camanches made a descent upon the settlements, he
promptly volunteered his services to aid in repelling the foe ; and was presentat
the battle of Plum Creek in August of that year.

In the fall of 1841, he visited Austin, and again embarked in the printing bus-
iness. Vasquez, with a Mexican force, entered the Texas territory in the spring
of 1842, took possession of San Antonio, and menaced the settlement, upon the
Colorada river. The citizens made preparations to meet the enemy. olun-
teers responded to the call of the country. Cushney was among the first to
shoulder his rifle and march for San Antonio, where the citizen soldiery proposed
meeting the Mexicans, and to give them battle at the threshold of the settle
ments. Vesquez, learning the movements of the Texians, and knowing what
would be the result should he linger until they came within striking distance,
made a wise and precipitate retreat,—leaving the City of San Antonio, the en-
feebled object of his much boasted conquest, to be entered by our forces without
resistance.

In the spring of that year, President Houston had, temporarily, removed the
Seat of Government from Austin, finally deciding to remain with the heads of
the departments at Washington, on the Brazos. Mn Cushneyhad also removed to
that point for employment.

In the fall of 1842, Gen. Woll invaded Texas—entered Antonio early in the
morning—made prisoners of the Judge of the District Court then sitting at that
place, and of many other persons of distinction. Again the citizens rallied be-
neath the banner of the “ Lone Star.” The news of the battle of the Salado
came coupled with the notes of victory. The beroism and the daring of Col.
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#From the Sppth-Western (Texas) American. See obitusry, oa sycceeding page.
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Caldwell and his little band, who had thrown themselves between the uncovered
settlements and danger, were the themes of praise. The call to arms, in those
days, had a spirit-stirring effect.—There was an eloquence in the words, kind-
ling an enthusiasm, an ardor for the fight, which none but bordermen can ever
know and appreciate. The bravery and the chivalry of Texas were hastening to
the field. The young printer was alive to the impnlse of patriotism. He 1s again
with his companions, who, as an evidence of their esteem and confidence, raise
him from the ranks to a Lieutenancy.

Gen. Woll, after the battle of Salado, was soon in full retreat. The Texians
pursued with vigor and celerity. Upon the Rio Hondo our advance came up
with the enemy. A thrill of joy ran along the lines. A day of retribution and
vengeance had at length come. Stout hands trembled with excitement. The
fire of battle lights every eye. Jack Hays, with his invincible spies, is sent for-
ward to feel of the eneruy—to charge their artillery and take it. He falls like a
thunderbolt upon the astounded and terror stricken Mexicans. Sweeping down
every thing before them, his brave rangers raise the shout of victory around the
captured artillery. Woll coucentrates his force to re-take the pieces—he knows
upon this point the contest turns. Hays holds ground as long as he, or any man
on earth would have dared—crowded back by the whole Mexican army, he re-
luctantly gives the order ; his rangers mount their horses and gallop off, with the
very pieces their gallantry had won, playing upon their rear. Where is the main
body of the Texians? Unfortunately, a difference of opinion as to the proper
mode of attack, had divided their officers, and prevented them from supporting
Hays. It required the exertions and influence of every officer to keep the men
in line, and to prevent them from charging pell mell upon the Mexicans. It was
nearly night. The conclusion was to lay upon the ground and give battle early
next mornifig. Gen. Woll was on the march by twelve or one o’clock that night.
The Texians were nnable to follow’; their horses were broken down by forced
marches. -They returned to their homes dissatisfied—having, for want of concert
among their leaders, lost the chance of fighting a battle, which would have erded
in a glorious victory to the Texas arms.

In the winter of 1844, Mr. Cushney, in conjanction with the Hoin W. D. Mil-
ler, established “The National Register,”” the largest newspaper then being
published in Texas. Miller and Cushney were elected public printers by the
last Congress ever convened in Texas. That journal obtained a high character
and a wide circulation. It was a zealous aud able opponent of the annexation of
Texas to the United States. In this opposition there was a tleéar, unthistakable
earnestness knd solicitude for the welfare of Texas, which the advocates of the
measare were constrained to admire. Notwithstanding Mr. Cushney opposed a
measure nineteen-twentieths of the people of Texas were favorable to, yet such
was his straight forward sincerity, his honesty, that the confidence and good
opinion of his friends continued unabated. At a later period in his life, he was
found arguing against the acceptance of the Ten Millions in payment for a por-
tion of our territory, when the people carried it by an overwhelmning majority,
Such, however, was the unshaken belief in his patriotism and integrity of pur-
pose, that it ‘did kim little hatm as a journalist, and none as a man and a cit-
1zen.

He came to Austin in the winter of 1845-—became a permanént citizen—mar-
ried in February, 1846. From that time to the day of his death he was distin-
guished -as one of her most energetic, public spirited, and efficient citizens. No
public measure could be agitated without finding in him a faithful supporter, or &
warm, consistent antagonist. No work of charity or benevolence was ever com-
menced without the assistance of his personal influence and purse. He wasa
model of a good citizen. .

¥e filled various offices Wwithin the gift of his neighbors and friends.

In 1848, he continuéd the publication of the Texas Democrat, antil Awgost,
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1849, when he and the Hon. W. D. Miller established the “State Gazette,” the
]lrges§ and one of the most influential papers in the State. In this capacity he,
in conjunctioa with his partners, twice received the appointment of public prin-
ters from the Legislature.

He was remarkable for punctuality, and the faithful discharge of duties and
Eromlseg. When the hand of death was, as it were, upon him—when his voice

ad dwindled into a whisper, he was still the same ir.fluential, patriotic citizen
that he was in health. Unconquered and undismayed by the fatal prospect be-
fore him, he moved in undisturbed serenity, and with his wonted activity in his
usual sphere. His mind was still directed to the same high purposes—to the
promotion of every public interest— his hand was still opened in charity to minis-
ter to the wants of the poor and the unfortunate. He was the same in friend-
ship—the same as a Mason, as a kind husband, and an indulgent, provident
father. When death struck him, all felt his loss in the various relations in which
he had stood towards thens. Never was there more universal grief in any com-
munity, for the death of a private individual, than was evinced for him. Every
possible demonstration, that sincere sorrow elicits, was made to evince our sense |
of bereavement.

Ovituary.
R. W. Broraer FER INAND E. WHITE.

Awp still another eminent Brother has been taken from us !—another to be added
to the catalogue of distinguished Masons who during the past year have been gath-
ered to their fathers! The subject of this notice died in this city on the 5th of
January last. He was a native of Boston, and one of its most respectable and hon-
ored merchants. He was initiated into Masoory about forty years ago, and has
sustained nearly every office within the gift of his Brethren, and always to their
entire satisfaction and his own honor. He was some years since elected to the
office of Deputy Grand Master. At the expiration of, his term, the office of Grand
Master was tendered him, and declined on account of pressing business engage-
ments. He had been a member of the Grand Consistory (32 degree) of this State,
for the past twentyfive years, and took an active interest in the cultivation of this
branch of Freemasonry. A writer in-the Boston Courier, who knew him long and

intimately, speaks of him as follows :—

¢ It was not merely us a merchant that Mr. White had an elevated rank in the
estimation of his fellow-citizens. He was equally esteemed as a neighbor, a friend,
a Christian, and a parent. He was inexpressibly dear to his family, and to them
his death is an irreparable loss. 'L'he sentiment of society is elastic, and soon re-
covers from any ordinary disruption of its ligaments ; but widowhood and orphan-
age feel, long and deeply, the stroke that separates the heart from the revered ob-
ject of its affectiohs. 'The parents of Mr. White belonged to the Baptist commun--
jon, and their whole family, while under parental guidance, attended the ministra-
tions of the celebrated Dr. Stillman ; Lut the subject of this notice joined the Epis-
copal congregation of St. Paul’s church, where he was a constant and conscien-
tious attendant, and where his full and manly voice might be always heard in the
devotional responses of the Liturgy. Mr. White was a member of the Masonic
Fraternity, and as true and faithful a Brother as ever took upon himself the obliga-
tions of Freemasonry. He was not ambitious of titular distinction ; but such hon-
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ors as the society could bestow were eagerly placed before him for acceptance, and
no man, on whom the duties and responsibilities of office were laid, ever fulfilled
the requirements of official station with more dignified deportment and conscien-
tious devotion to duty. By his death, the Genius of Freemasonry has lost one of
the bright st and loveliest gems in her crown.”

His funeral took place at St. Paul’s Church on the 10th, and was attended by a
large concourse of mourning friends, among whom were the Grand Master and
other officers and members of the Grand Lodge, and Brethren of other Masonic
bodies. '

Comr. ELIJAH ATHERTON.

Died as Stoughton, Mass,, on the 13th of December last, Comp. ErLisan ATurg-
To, in the 73d year ofhis age. He was a zealous, warm hearted Mason, and widely
known and highly esteemed by the Fratern?ty, having held some of the highest of-
fices of honor and respectability in the gift of the Order. At a communication of
Mount Zion Royal Arch Chapter, held at Stoughton, Dec, 27th, the following pre-
amble and resolutions were adopted :—

‘Whereas, in the dispensation of an All-wise Providence, the Supreme Ruler of the
Universe has removed by death our distinguished Brother and Companion, Elijah
Atherton, to that heavenly rest, ¢ from whose bourne no traveller returns,” and

Whereas, inasmuch as the untiring zeal, combined with the correct Masonic infor-
mation of our deceased worthy Brother and Companion, has contribuled so largely
to the present prosperity of the Lodge and Chapter in this place, and to Masonry
in general, it becomes us to pay a passing tribute to his memory. Be it therefore

Resolved, That while we deplore the loss of our Companion and Brother, we will
cherish his memory in his many virtues, in his social qualities, in his inflexible
friendship and in his ardent attachment to the institution of Masonry.

Resolved, That in sincerely mourning the deceased, we can the better sympathize
with the bereaved widow and afflicted family, relatives and friends, and tender to
them our affectionate condolence.

Resolved, That the Masonic Hall in this place be hung in mourning for the space
of three months, as a token of respect to our departed Brother and Companion, and
that a copy of these resolutions be sent to the Masonic Magazine, for publication,
and also a copy to the widow. Attest,

AnseL Caren, Sec. Mt. Zion Chap.

Rev. Bg. ISAAC SMITH.

At a regular communication of Star in the East Lodge, of Free and Accepted
Masons, held at Masonic Hall, New Bedford, Jan. 3d, A. L. 5853, the following res-
olutions were unanimously adopted : —

Whereas it hath pleased Almighty God, in his wisdom, to remove by death our aged
and beloved Br., Rev. Isaac Smirh, therefore be it

Resolved, That this Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons deeply regret the loss
they have sustained in the death of Father Smith, one who has long been associated
in the work of Masonic benevolence and charity, and one from whose labors and
example we can gather rich lessons of wisdom.

Resolved, That by the death of Br. Smith, we, as Masons, have lost an old and
esteemed member ; one with whom we have taken council together, always with
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great delight and instruction, ahd, "as members of this eommunity, we have been
called to lay in the grave an honest Christian and upright mam.

Resolved, That we will, in memory and reverence of Br. Smith, wear the usual
badges of mourning for thirty days.

Resolved, That the foregoing preamble and resolutions be entered on the records
of this Lodge, and that the Secretary furnish the family of our deceased Brother
with a copy. Also, that he forward a copy to Br. Chas, W. Moore, for publication
- in the Freemasons’ Monthly Magazine. Amos CHasg, Jr., Sec.

Broruer WILLIAM H. CUSHNEY.

To the Worshipful Master, Wardens and Brethren of Austin Lodge, No. 12 :

Your committee appointed to draft resolutions expressive of the feelinds of this
Lodge toward our late Brother, WiLLiagr H. Cusaney, as well as its sense of the
bereavement with which it has been visited, beg leave to report the following pre-
amble and resolutions :

From the prosecution of our varied aims of life—from its cares and its anxieties, its
desires and its hopes, we are called away by the startling announcement of
Death, an event which, in its least terrible form, drives the blood in sudden ful-
ness back upon the fluttering heart. Even where no ties but those of human
sympathy bind us to the victim, we confess with trembling and involuntary
awe, the mysterious majesty of Death, and realize through every quivering nerve
the solemn truth, that ‘‘it is a dread and awful thing to die.” But when this
dread dispensation of Heaven strikes from our side a tried friend and a trusted
Brother, we are overwhelmed by the calamity, and grief deep—deeper because
unavailing, is an involuntary tribute from hearts that knew and loved him, in-
tensified in its bitterness by the recollection of his very virtues, and rendered
keen and vital by the memory of his warm and expanded benevolence. The at-
tributes which made us look upon him with pride and affection in life, only ag-
gravate our loss and add poignancy to our sorrow, now that he is no more. By
such a visitation, it is the living who suffer, not the dead ; the-left who are smit-
ten, not the departed. 'We who are assembled here to pay the last mark of ve-
spect, to utter the last testimony of love for our Brother, ¢ whose place shel
know him no more forever,” feel in its unmitigated bitterness the irreparable loss
wherewith, as an Order, we have been visited. Pregnant with mournfalness u»
this sad event is to a whole community, who knew well the kindness and benefi-
cence of his heart, to us as Masons it is especially afflictive, for his like is not
left. He was a devoted Mason in principle and in practice—a column of Doric
strength and Corinthian beauty. Is there one among us who does not feel rebu-
ked when he contrasts his own conduct with that so full of fervency and zeal of
our departed Brother, manifested not only in the vigor of health, but in this very
hall, when his voice was attenuated to a whisper, and his form wasted almost to
a shadow ? To him we can make but one atonement : to profit by the example
which he has bequeathed us as an incitement to a more faithful and more unsel-
fish labor, in a cause to which he was devoted.

Our Brother met his fate with calm and manly resignation ; after a life of unobtru-
sive usefulness, honorable bearing and beneficent liberality, he confronted death
with an'unquailing eye, and passed away from earth to realize that fruition which
God has promised to the * pure in heart.” Therefore, be it

Resolved, That in the death of our Brother, William H. Cushney, society has lost
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a most estimable member, and our Order one of its brightest ornaments ; and
for whose faithfulness and long services, this Lodge will fondly cherish his memory.

Resolved, That this Hall be clad in the habiliments of mourning for the space of
three months, and that its members wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty
days.

Resolved, That the sympathies of this Lodge be tendered to the bereaved family
of the deceased in their deep affliction, and that a copy of these proceedings, certi-
fied under the seal of the Lodge, and signed by the Secretary, be conveyed to them.

Resolved, That these proceedings be published in the State Gazette and S. W.
American, and that a copy be also forwarded for publication to the Freemasons’
Monthly Magazine, and to the Signet.

H. P. BREWSTER,
J. W, HamrToF, } Committee.
T. S. ANDERSON,

Adopted unanimously, November 28, 1852. A true copy from the minutes.

J. W. Hampron, Secr.tary.

Docr. JOHN A. CLEVELAND.

Died, in Chareleston, S. C., on the 28th Sept., 1852, Doct. Jorx A. CLEVELAND,
aged 55 years, 8 months and 23 days.

At a regular convocation of South Carolina Encampment, No. 1, of Knights
Templars and the appendant Orders, l.eld at their Asylum, Masonic Hall, Charles-
ton, on Wednesday, 24th of Nov. 1852, the following preamble and resolutions were
unanimously adopted :—

The members of this Encampment have learned with deep afliction, of the death,.
since its last convocation, of their estimable and beloved Companion, Sir Knight
John A. Cleveland, and are prompted, as well by their personal feelings as by their
duty, to take this first occasion to express their grief for his irreparable loss, and
the esteem and respect which they entertained for him, both as a man and a Ma-
son. When hereafter called into array, his place in our ranks may be occupied
by some other Knight, but the place which he has gained in our hearts by his
virtues, by his faithful discharge of his obligations, and his uniform courtesy of
manner, can never be supplied. Called to enjoy the refreshments of that eternal
Asylum which have been promised to the followers of Christ, the great Captain
of our Salvation, his name will no longer be responded to in the roll-call of our
earthly Encampment, but his memory, * like the bay tres, will flourish in immor-
tal green.” '

Resolved, That as a token of our respect for the memory of our deceased Com-
panion, the standards, arms and furniture of the Asylum be clothed in black at the
next convocation.

Resolved, That his name, age and dates of his Knightly creation, and of his
death, be inscribed on a page of our Record Book.

Resolved, That the members of this Encampment will wear the usual badge of
mourning for thirty days.

Ordered, That a copy of the preceding Resolutions be transmitted to the family
of our deceased Brother, and that they be published in the Charleston Courier ;
Br® Mackey’s Masonic Miscellany, and Br. Moore’s Freemasons’ Magazine.

From the Records —Attest, San’n. J. Hurr, Resorder,
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WasHinarox's INiTraTION.~The centen-
nial a.uversny ot Gen, Washington’s ini-
tiation, appointed to be celebrated by the G.
Lodge of this State, on the 4th of November
last, but postponed on account of the death
of Mr. Webster, which event threw a gloom
of deep sorrow over our whole community,
will be appropriately noticed by the Grand
Lodge, at the Masonic Temple, in this city,
on the evening of the 22d of February, inst.

.The Address will be delivered by Rev. Br.
Avrceg,of Roxbury. The arrangements will
be made known by the committee through the
public papers, wheu completed.

05 We understand that Freemasonry in
Turkey now meets with very little or no op-
position from the government authorities or
others; which fact may be taken as an evi-
dence of the increasing catholicity of senti-
ment in the nation.

A correspondent, writing from Saco,
Me., Jan. 12, says—*‘ Our Lodge is doing a
good business at present. We have three ap-
plicants now to beacted upon, and shall have
next communication four or five more. We
are fitting up a new hall for our own use,
and although it will not be large, will be weil
furnished.”

03~ A friend and correspondent, under date
Kingston, N C., Jan. 6, writes— Our Order
is in a very flourishing condition at the pres.-
ent time, and I hope that it may continue to
flourish and prosper until time shall be no
more in this world of sin and sorrow.” A-
men to that honest prayer. R

Tue LAw orF Perioprcars.—ist. All
subscribers who do not give ezpress notice to
the contrary, are considered as wishing to
continua their subscription.

2d. If subscribers order the discontinu-
ance of their periodicals, the publisher may
continue to send them until arrearages are
paid.

3d. If subscribers neglect or refuse to
take their periodicals from the post office to
which they are sent, they are held responsi-
ble till their bills are setiled and their peri-
odical ordered to be discontinued,

4th. The Courts have decided that re-
fusing to take a newspaper or periodical from
the post office, or 1emoving and leaving it un-
called for, is prima facie evidence of inten-
tional fraud.

ANOTHER SET OF THIs MAGAZINE For
SaLe.—We have a complete set of this Mag-
azine, 11 volumes, unhound and in_govod con-
dition, which will be sold in its present state,
or bound to suit the purchaser. ‘I'he same
amount and variety o} Masonic matter ecan-
not be found in any equal number of volu-nes
ever published, and we trust this and all fu-
ture sets which may be offered for sale, will
be purchased as foundations of libraries for
Lodges. A few years hence and sets canuot
be had at any price. The history of the set
now offered for sale illustrates this. One
volume of it was obtained through Brother
Fuller, G. Secretary of the Grand Lodge of
Tennessee ; another came from a Brother in
Connecticut; and several of the remaining
volumes have heen made up through the
kindness of Brethren in different parts of the
country, in sending us odd numbers aivertis-
ed for, or such as they happened to have on
hand. In this way only can sets hereafter
he made up, except as they inay be occasion-
ally purchased of the families of deceased
Brethren. Hence it is that we suggest the
purchase of them, as they are offered, for the
use of libraries, where they can he more ex-
tensively available, rather than by individu-
als. The present set, however, will be sold
to either.

r-Our Brethren of Libanus Lodge, at Great
Falls, N. H., had a public installation of
their officers on the 27th December. The
ceremonies took place at the Town Hall, and
were witnessed by a Jarge audience of ladies
and gentlemen.  The installation services
were acceptably performed by the District
Dep G. Master; and the address was given
by R. W. Ichuhod G. Jordan, in which the
speaker traced the history of the Institution
from the earliest times, and answered the
popular objections to it. 1t is said to have
been a finished a'nd able performance.

I The officers of St. John’s Lodge, Hart-
ford, Conn., werg publicly installed on the
26th January: after which a ball was given
by the Brethren of the Lodge, at the City
Hall.

—-_— -
3% The Brethren at Honolulu, (Sandwich
Islands,) to the number of about fifiy. cele-
brated the centennial anniversary of the ini-
tiation of Gen. Washington, on 4th Nov. last.

5 Dr. Wm. Porter is an authorized agent
for this Magazine, in Waterbury, Conn.

WaNTED.—Any odd numbers of the 1st,
2d, and 4th vols of this Magazine. Also,
No. 2 of vol. 8, No. 3 of vol. 9, and No. | of
vol. 1. Any Brother having the aliovefon
gand, will oblige by sending them to this of-

ce.
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THE GRAND LODGE OF ENGLAND AND
ITS GOVERNMENTAL SYSBTEM.

Ar the regular communication of the Provincial Grand Ledge for Can-
ada West, held at Toronts, in June last, the following important resolutions
were adopted :— )

¢ Resolved—1. That this Grand Lodge entertains towards the Grand Lodge of
England feelings of the highest respect and esteem ; that it is our most ardent de-
sire to cultivate those feelings, to advance the interest, and to establish upon a
firmer basis the character of Masonry in this Province.

¢¢ 2. That with a view of carrying out one of the primary objects of our time
honored Institution, viz., that of being more useful to our fellow-creatures, it
is necessary that all the fands accruing from the operations of the Craft in this
Province be retained by this Grand Lodge.

¢¢3. That it is absolutely necessary for the welfare of Masonry, that a separste
Grend Lodge be established, with full power ta control the working and opera-
tions of the Craft in this quarter of the globe, to secure which, a Committee be ap-
‘pointed to draft a Petition to the Grand Lodge of England, based on the foregoing
Resolutions, praying for permission to establish a Grand Lodge in that part of the
Province of Canada, formerly constitating Upper Canada, with full power and au-
thority to manage and control all matters connected with such Grand Lodge, and
all Lodges now working under the Conetitution of the Grand Lodge of England,
and that the said Committee be fully empowered to carry on all correspondence
with the Grand Lodge of England, for the purpose of securing the absolute inde-
" pendence of such Grand Lodge.”

The English system of Masonic government is in many respects pecu-
liar and complicated. And as it is not probably very generally under-
stood in.this country, a brief notice of a few of its most prominent fea-
tures may not be unacceptable to our readers.

The system includes of course a parent Grand Lodge, consisting of the

17
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representatives of * all private Lodges on record, together with the Grand
Stewards for the year, and the present and past Grand Officers, with the
Grand Master at their head.”*

The Grand Stewards are eighteen in number, and are appointed from
and on the recommendation of eighteen different Lodges. Their duties,
though more extensive, are similar to those of corresponding officers in the
Grand Lodges of this country. The appointment is esteemed to be
highly honorable, and is much desired by the Brethren, though attended
with some considerable expense, and requiring much time and labor in
the discharge of the responsible duties which it imposes. The Stewards
compose what is called ¢ the Grand Stewards’ Lodge,”—a body which
takes precedence of all other Lodges, and is represented in Grand Lodge
by its Master, Past Masters and Wardens. It-is constituted as a Masters®

odge, but can do no work in either of the degrees, except informally,
as a * Lodge of Instruction”—in which character it is of the highest author-
ity,—the members in Grand Lodge all wear red collars with jewels
- pendant, and bear wands. The color of the collars of all other Grand
Officers is purple.

The Grand Master is elected annually in- March, and, ¢ if a prince of
the blood,” has the privilege of appointing a Pro Grand Master, ‘ being a
peer of the realm,” who in the absence of the Grand Master, possesses all
the powers of his principal. He also appoints a Deputy Grand Master, who
must have been Master of some regular Lodge ; and who, in the absence of
both his superior officers, possesses all the powers and privilegesof the G.
Master. The G. Master also appoints his Wardens and all other officers
except the .Treasurer, who is elected by the Grand Lodge. This feature in
the system will probably appear to most of our American readers, as being
a very remarkable one, and as vesting in the Grand Master a degree of
power which they are not accustomed to see reposed in any one individ-
ual. It is certainly not a very democratic principle, but we believe it to
be in accordance with ancient Masonic usage. It works well enough in
England, because our Brethren there bave always been accustomed to it,
and it i8 much in barmony with the spirit of their national polity. It
would not work well in this country, because it is directly opposed to the
genius of all our institutions, and the democratic sentiment and predilec-
tions of our people.

There is another peculiarity that may be noticed in this connection, and
which we'in this country should be inclined to regard as a Masonic anom-
aly. In truth it bears a very striking analogy to a traffic in official

*Past Masters of Lodges are also members of the Grand Lodge, by regulation,—not by
* inherent prerogative.”
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distinctions, aside from its aristocratic aspect. It is this : Every Brother,
on his appointment or re-appointment to office, is required to pay to-
wards the fund for general purposes, as follows—the Pro and Deputy
Grand Masters ten guineas each ; the Wardens eight each ; the Grand
Treasurer five ; the Registrar, Secretary and Deacons three each ; the
Director of Ceremonies and his assistant, the Superinterident of Works
and Sword Bearer, two each. Six of the foregoing officers, if they have
not previously served as Grand Stewards, pay in addition to the above,
on their first appointment to office, the further sum of twenty guineas
each; and two others, the Deacons, ten guineas each. A Provincial
Grand Master pays three guineas for his patent, and twenty guineas
to the fund for general purposes. A Deputy Provincial Grand Master
pays two guineas for having his name registered in the Grand Lodge
books. The registering fee for every Mason made within the London
district, is one guinea ; for a Mason made in Lodges out of that dis-
trict, half a guinea ; and for every Brother joining a Lodge as a member,
two shillings and six-pence. The fee for a warrant is five guineas, and
for confirmation of the same two guineas. The charge for a Grand Lodge
Certificate is six shillings and six-pence. In addition to these payments,
every member of a Lodge in the Londondistrict, pays an annual fee of
four shillings, and every member of a Lodge not within the district, of
two shillings. ‘ :

The fees are here given in English currency. The  details will be
rendered more clear by. saying that the Pro- and Deputy Grand Mas-
ters, if they have not previously served as Grand Stewards, each pay, the
first year of their appointment, about one hundred and fifty dollars forthe
honor of holding office, and about fifty dollars a year so long as they
may continue to hold, after the first year. Again. Every country,
foreign, or military Lodge, pays to the Grand Lodge, for each initiate,
wwo dollars and fifty cents ; for each new member added to its roll, sixty
cents ; for each Grand Lodge Certificate, (to which the initiates are enti-
tled,) say two dollars,—making the whole payment to the Grand Lodge
for each candidate, a little over five dollars. In addition to which the
Lodge pays an annual capitation tax of fifty cents on each member. It
is these fees and taxes that our Brethren in Canada have petitioned the
Grand Lodge of England for permission to retain among themselves, for
the relief of their own indigent Brethren, and for other Masonic objects.

The most important administrative feature in the polity of the Grand
Lodge, is its ¢ Board of General Purposes.” This is composed of the first
five officers of the Grand Lodge, a President, and twentyfour other mem-
bers. The President and ten of the members are appointed, or, what is
the same thing in its practical operation, nominated by the Grand Master.
The other fourteen members are chosen by the Grand Lodge. One-third
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of the members go out of office annually. Its meetings are held oncea
amonth, or ‘oftener if necessary. It has authority to hear and determine
all subjects of Masonic complaint or irregularity respecting Lodges or in-
dividual Masons, and generally to take cognizance of all matters relating
to the Craft. Its decisions are final, unless an appeal be made to the
Grand Lodge. But should any case be of so flagrant a nature 8s.to re-
quire the erasure of a Lodge or the expulsion of a Brpther,* the :Board
is required to make a special report to the Grand Lodge.

This Board has also charge of the finances of the Grand Lodge, with
suthority and instructions to see that no unmecessary or improvident expen-
diture take place,—to inspect the books and accounts, and to give orders
for the correct arrangement of them,—to summon the Grand Treasur-
er and other officers having possession of any papers, documents, or
accounts belonging to the Grand Lodge, and to direct a proper execution
of their furictions—and at the close of theyear, to report a statement of
the receipts and expenditures, under their appropriate heads, for such year,
together with the amouat of property belonging to the Grand Lodge ; and
generally to do all such matters as may be necessary to give the Grand
Lodge full information respecting the receipt and application of: its funds.
It has also the direction of every thing relating to the buildings and furni-
ture of the Grand Lodge ; and is required to cause all necessary prepara-
tions to be made for the meetings of the Grand Lodge, as well as for the
days of festivals and public ceremonies. It conducts the correspondence
between the G. Lodge and. its subordinate Lodges, as well as with sisier G.
Lodges, and Brethren of eminence throughout the world ;. and it may sum-
mon any Lodge or Brother to attend its meetings and produce the wer-
rant, books, papers, or accounts of the Lodge, or the certificate of the’
Brother. There are many other matters of detail comnected with the
duties of this Board, but the.feregoing are sufficient to indicate its char-
acter and importance. It possesses powers nearly equivalent to those of
the Grand Lodge, for which it in a measure stands, at least ad intersm.
And when we take into consideration the vast extent of the jurisdiction of
the Grand Ledge,—spread.over the four quarters of the globe,—and the
amount and variety of duties which necessarily devolve upon its execu-
tive officers, we- cannot but .admit that this Board is not only one: of the
most important and responsible, but one of the wisest and most usefal aux-
iliaries in its administrative system.

The splendid charities. maintained bythe Grand Lodge, we pass over,—
presuming that from the frequent notices given in_previous numbers of

*Expulsions are not allowable in subordinate Lodges under the Eaglish jurisdigtion.
This power is vested in the. Grand Liodge alone, where.it properly belopgs.

-
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.this Magazine, our readezs.are sufficiently well acquainted with :them,—
- and proceed to speak of its methad of controlling and governing its pri-
- vate, or subordinate Lodges. These are divided into three classes as
follows :— "

1. ‘The London Lodges. All Lodges in the city, or within ten miles
thereof, are considered as London Lodges ; and are not, therefore, under
the jurisdiction of Provincial Grand Masters. They pay .the London
dues and fees (which are something higher than those exacted of . country
and foreign Lodges), and are required to make their annual veturns di-
reetly to the Grand Secretary. .In all other respects they are subject to
_the same regulations as other Lodges.

2. Military Lodges. These are attached to the national regiments,
battalions, and companies ; and, while subject to the same regulations
which govern other private Lodges, are restricted in their operations to
the military profession. They are also subjeet to certain specific regula-
tions, adapted to their peculiar condition. As for example—no warrant
can be granted for the establishment of a Military Lodge without the

" consent of the commanding officer of the regiment to which it is to be
attached ; nor can such a Lodge lawfully initiate into Masonry any inhab-
itant or sojourner in any town or place at which its members may be sta-
tioned, or through which they may be marching, nor any person who
does not, at the time, belong to the military prefession, nor- any military
person below the rank of a corporal, except by dispensation from the
proper authority. The returns are made and dues paid directly to the
Grand Secretary.

8. Country Ladges. All Lodges, except Military Lodges, at a greater
distance than ten miles from London, are considered as country Lodges.
They are subject to the general regulations for the government of private
Lodges, and are required to transmit directly to the Grand Secretary, at
least once a year, regular lists of their members and initiates, together
with the dues-to the Grand Lodge.

And it may be profitable to remark here, that the whole English Ma-
sonic Jurisdiction, beyond and more than ten miles from London, is divided
inta Provinces, each Province having its Grand “Master. The Lodges,
therefore, within a given Province, are under the immediate superintend-
ence of the Grand Master of that Province. He is appointed by the G.
' Master of the parent Grand Lodge, and invested with rank and power,
in his particular district, similar to those possessed by the Grand Master
himself. He bas power to appoint a Deputy and other officera necessary
to enable him to organize and open a Provincial G rand Lodge ; of
which the actual and past Provincial grand officers, and the Masters, Past
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Masters, and Wardens of all the Lodges within the Province, are, by vir-
tue of their official positions, members. To the Grand Master of this
body, the country Lodges are also required to make annual returns, simi-
lar to those required to be transmitted to the Grand Secretary at London,
and to pay such annual sums (in addition to the dues to the parent Grand

“Lodge), for charitable or other purposes, as may be determined by two-
thirds of the members present at any communication of the Provincial
Grand Lodge ; provided such sums shall not exceed fifty cents a year for
every member, one dollar and a quarter for every initiate, and twentyfive
cents for every additional member admitted. This body, emanating from
the authority of the Provincial Grand Master, ceases to exist on his death,
resignation, suspension, or removal, not from the Province, for he is not
required to be a resident in it,—and this is the great error of the system,—
but from the office. ]

The Provincial Grand Lodges, strictly speaking, are, under the present
system, confined to England, proper. The corresponding bodies, in the
Colonies or foreign parts, are called District Grand Lodges, and are, on
account of their greater distance from the parent body, invested with
more extensive powers than Provincial Grand Lodges. Such are the
Grand Lodges in Canada and the other American colonies ; and though
the private Lodges under their supervision, fall under the general name of
country Lodges, they might with much propriety and greater convenience
be denominated District Lodges, while those at home might be, as they
frequently are, designated as Provincial Lodges. .

Among the most important of the additional powers vested in the D
trict Grand l.odges, are those of expelling Masons and erasing Lodges
within their respective Districts ; reserving to the delinquent the right
of appeal to the Grand Lodge of England. This is the only in-
stance in which the Grand Lodge has ever parted with this power, or del-
egated the exercise of it to another. The reason for it in the present case,
is to be found in the great distance of the colonies from the mother coun-
try, and the inconveniente, if not impracticability, of its proper exercise
by the parent body. And our Brethren in Upper Canada are now proba-
bly urged on as much or more by the same reason which induced the
Grand Lodge of England to concede this power, as by that which they
offer, to petition the mother Grand Lodge for permission to establish an
independent Grand Lodge in their Province. They find their action em-
barrassed and their progress retarded by the delay consequent on their
necessary and obligatory intercourse with, and dependence on, the parent
Grand Lodge. A single fact will illustrate this. The District G. Lodge,
composed of its officers and the representatives of the Lodges in the
District, deems it expedient to increase its charity fund, or to raise a fund




GRAND LODGE OF ENGLAND. 1356
-

for any other Masonic purpose, by the increase of the fees paid by the
Lodges. The parent Grand Lodge says it may do this. But then it re-
quires, after the proposition has been brought forward in the District G.
Lodge, that notice in writing of the fees proposed, and also of the day
fixed for the discussion of the subject, shall be sent to each Lodge
in the District, two months at least prior to said day. If the proposed
payments shall then be agreed to by two-thirds of the members present, a
day is appointed for considering the confirmation thereof, at a period of
not less than three months from the first meeting. Five months at least
are thus required to bring the subject to this point of progress; and this
might not be objectionable, if it were the end of the matter, as it mani-
festly should be. But it is not. After the proceedings are so con-
firmed by the only parties pecuniarily interested in them, a copy is re-
quired to be sent to the Grand Master in England, for his sanction and
approval. If he approves of them, then the proposition or regulation is
valid, and may be carried into execution. Now, what is the point at-
tained by this long and tiresome and expensive process? Simply that
the Liodges in the District may tax, not their parent Grand Lodge, but
themselves, for an object which they deem to be essential to their own
prosperity and to the accomplishment of the purposes of), their Institution.
The whole proceeding is hampered and embarrassed by unnecessary de-
lay and formality,—the inevitable consequence of which is, that the
Lodges in large and populous Districts, like Canada,do not prosper to the
extent they would do, if left to their own free government. Under the pres-
ent system, they are cramped in their means and in their movements.
The means are not needed in England, while they would be of vast im-
portance in Canada, in relieving the distresses of the hundreds of poor
Brethren who are annually thrown upon their charity by the home gov-
ernment. Many of these poor Brethren have, in their better days, paid
their money into the treasury of the Grand Lodge of England, or of Ire-
land. Those bodies should therefore be satisfied now to leave the
Lodges in Canada, in the full possession of all their earnings and contri-
butions, for their relief, in their hour of necessity. The Grand Lodge
of England can afford to be liberal to its colonial Lodges, as it is magnifi-
cently liberal in the dispensatiori of its vast charities and provisions for
the relief of the poor of its household, at home. We presume’there are
very few colonial Brethren who ever draw from its fund of benevolence.
Why then should it continue to require what it does nat give, when that
which it takes is most needed, and its distribution would be most blessed,
in the midst of those from whom it is taken ? We admire the G. Lodge of
England,—its magnitude, its great benevolence, its elevated character, its

.
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bediatifal, if not altogether perfect system ; and should regret to see its
efficiency weakened, or the harmony of its whole impaired. We think
& favorable answer to the prayer of our Canadian Brethren, would do
neither, while it would be adding another bright star to the Western Ma-
sonic hemisphere.

MASONRY ABROAD.

. . ~
Tax Supreme Grand Chapter of England held a quarterly communication at
London on the 3d November. No business of public interest was transacted.

At the quarterly communication of the Grand Lodge of England on the lst
December, the present Grand Master, the Right Hon. the Earl of Zetland, was
unanimously nominated for re-election in March (instant). On the suggestion of
the Grand Master the sum of £500 was granted out of the fund for general pur-
poses to “ the Roysl Masonic Institution for clothing, educating, and apprentic-
ing the sons of indigent and deceased Freemasons.” :

The Supreme €ouneil 33d held a convoeation at Liendon in Novetnber; s
more particular notice of which will be giver hereafter.

A quarterly meeting of the government of “the Royal Freemasons® Girl
School’’—the twinsister of the Boys’ School—was held at the school-house, St
George’s Fields, London, on the 14th October. Four additional children were
admitted, and one new petition presented. The building committee presented
their report, in which the completion of the new school house was announced ;
and it was decided that the children should be removed thither as soon as the

medical officers had certified that they might do so without detriment to their
health, from damp or other causes.

The Grand Stewards’ Lodge held a public night on the 15th December, and
worked the second and third degrees for the information and instruction of visi-
tors. “This Lodge is the official exponent of the work and lectures as approved
by the Grand Lodge, and holde public mesetings onee a month,. to which the
Brethren generally are admitted. There are several Lodges of Instruction in
London, but this is of the highest authority.

A new Royal Arch Chapter was constituted at London in October, in connec-
tion with the Enoch Lodge, holding its meetings at the Freemasons’ Tavern.

The Prov. Grand Lodge of Cheshire was opened at Macclesfield on the 2h
October, by the Prov. Grand Master, Viscount Combermere. The morning was
ushered in by merry peals from the “ bells of St. Michael’s tower,” which con-
tinued to ““ring out their joyous notes” up to the hour of divine service. The
streets Were handsomely decorated, and thronged with ‘people from the neighbor-
hood. The sermon was delivered by the Grand Chaplain, from the words in
Acts: “ And the next day he showed himself unto them as they strove, and
would have set them at one again, saying, Sirs, ye are Brethren, why do ye
‘Wrong onme to another ?”’ ' In the evening, the usual banguet was held, at whick
Lord Combermere, in the course of his remarks paid—* Another year has rolled
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over, and many changes have taken place. Amongst the foremost to be regret-
ted is the death to the nation of my commander, the Great Wellington. I had
been associated with him since 1793. Perhaps it 1s not generally known that the
:'Duke was a Mason. He was made in Ireland (December, 1799); and often when
in Spain, where Masonry was prohibited, in conversation with me, he regretted
repeatedly how sorry he was that his military duties had prevented him from ta-
king the active part his feelings dictated ; for it was his (the Duke’s) opinion

that Masonry was a great and royal art, beneficial to the individual and the com-
munity.”

On the first of September a number of learned and distinguished Brethren of
the Liodges and Chapters of Liverpool and Birkenhead, assembled at the Royal
Hotel, for the purpose of presenting a Past Principal’s Jewel to Br. Lowry, who
was about to embark for Australia. The presentation was made by Br. Moli-

neaux, P. Prov. G. Dir. of Cer. We give the following extract from the ad-
dress:— .

The Book of the Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of England, published in the
}ear 1723, clearly shows that the Name and the doctrines ot the Lord and Saviour

esus Christ were then interwoven with Freemasonry ; and that the * peculiar
system of morality, which is veiled in allegory, and illustrated by symbols,” was
considered as merely the handmaid to Christianity. It is provided, too, that no fu-
ture Grand Lodge should have the power to remove the ancient landmarks. Al-
though the Sacred Volume informs us that there is no other name by which we can
be saved, yet in these days the name of Jesus Christ is omitted from the Book of
Constitutions, as well as from the lectures and rituals of the Order, except in those
which are published by the Rev. Dr. Oliver. How this very tmportant change
has been insidiously effected may probably be traced ; but it is notorious, that the
connection with the Holy Royal Arch and St. John the Evangelist was broken
during the latter days of the late Grand Master, by the substitution of a mutilated
quotation of a passage from the Old Testament, for a passage {from the commence-
ment of one of the Gospels. Unhappily a reverend doctor consented to the altera-
tion. The old Book of the Constitutions proves that either there were no Hebrew
Freemasons at that time, or if there were any, that they were content to take the
Order which professes “Glory to God, peace on earth, and good will towards
men,” exactly as they found it. Christ -has said that * He that denies me before
men, him will I deny also before my Father who is in Heaven.” Our Jewish
Brethren are too wise and too generous to require such a sacrifice from a Chris-
tian Brother. [ndeed there can hardly be a doubt that but those clever men
amongst us laugh in their sleeve at the sickly sentimentality of a Brother who
would- take such a feartul risk, for a delicacy so false and so needless. In Liver
ﬁt}ol we have known but one clerical Brother who, when in the Lodge, preserved

is integrity as a Minister of the Gospel. To him the Hebrews were singularly re.
spectful; and when death overtook him, they proposed the most liberally to alle-
viate the calamity of his distressed family.

The corner stone of the new Masonic Hall was laid at Liverpool on the 30th
September, with Masonic ceremonies. The following description of the building
may be interesting to our readers :—

The front of the hall to be in Lime-street, ogposite St. George's Hall,,and the
premises will extend back to Rose-street. On the nor_th side of the Queen’s Hotel,
a considernble portion of the vaults in the basement will be appropriated to the use
of the Lodges, where ample provision is to be made for the stowing of wines, &c.,
in separate vaults. They will also have their own kitchens, &c., under the hall,
The entrance from Lime-street will be through a handsome and spacious rustic
doorcase, with Doric cornice and attic, surmounted with the Masons’ coat of arms,
wWhence the ascent will be through a vestibule by a number of steps to a circular

18
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landing, round which are placed niches for the reception of fizures or statues. From
this point stairs will lead right and left to the principal floor of the hall, which is to
be entered by folding-doors. The hall will be 76 feet long by 364 feet wide, and 25
feet high to the ceiling, exclusive of a gallery or orchestra over the ante-rooms
364 feet by 20 feet. The ante-rooms will be conveniently fitted up with closets,
&c. The interior of the hall will be handsome, having Doric pilasters on pedes-
tals, with a bold frieze and enriched cornice, from which springs a pierced fretwork
coving, ending on the ceiling with a cornice enriched with paterns, and having
large ioney-snckle-ornunmu in the angles. The rest of the ceiling will be plain,
excepting the addition of two large centre flowers, and rierced in the centre byas
dome 17 feet diameter, the inside of which is to be pannelled for painting the signs
of the zodiac. On the cone of the dome will be represented the heavenly bodies,
and the whole will be lighted by obscured plate-glass. An outer dome 20 feet di-
ameter, and about 26 feet high, is to be constructed, for the purpose of emitting a
large body of light into the under dome, and also to serve for the lighting of t
rooms over the hall. The hall will be Hﬁhted by afacpifnet; studded with jets round
the four sides at intervals, which are to be concealed behind the cornice, the venti-
lation being effected by the pierced coving. The room will be warmed by hot wa-
ter. carried%)ehind apierced skirting. Between the pilasters on the two sides of the
hall are to be raised panels, on which will be symbols in bas-relief.  Underneath
the hall are to be spacious coffee-rooms, and above the hall a suite of twelve large
tooms, that may be attached to the Queen's Hotel. .

On the 14th November the Apollo University Lodge, Oxford, presented a Past
Master’s Jewel to Br. Rev. G. R. Portal, P. M. In the course of his reply to the
address of presentation, the Rev. Br. said:—

. ¢ We cannot fail to see the kindly feeling which Freemasonry engenders between
rich and poor, and how much it diminishes the distinctions between different reli-
gions ; infact I know of no link which binds peoKle together, and religions together,
so much as Freemasonry. I may be told that Christianity may do so ; but it does
not to the same extent as Freemasonry ; and I will tell you why it does not.
Christianity is not so widely diffused as i"reemasomy, and those who disagree on
religious questions carry their enmity so far, that if the Papists had the chance,
they would burn the Protestants; and it the Protestants could do so, they would
give the Papists a poke; and in that respect I consider one sect as bad as the
other. As Masons, we meet men of all opinions, we are brought into contact
with each other, and the result is, that we treat each other with toleration, which
is a feeling I wish to encourage. We hold our own opinions with rigor, yet we !
tolerate thove who entertain different views, and we give them credit for the same |
sincerity which we claim for ourselves. I do think, as a clergyman of the Charch
of England, that it is a matter of congratulation, that Masonry is progressing in
every part of the world, because it is the only thing that I know of that carries out
to the fullest extent that charity which never faileth.”y

We have nothing of particular interest from Scotland, though there seem to
be some indications of increased activity and progress in the Order there. A
Grand Masonic Banquet was given to the new Prov. Grand Master for Munster,
Ireland, on the 8th October, at Younghall. It was an elegant entertainment,
and passed off to the general satisfaction. The address of the Prov. G. Master,
Col. James C. Chatterton, 33d, was a finished performance.

The pew Provincial Grand Master for Madras, (India,) R. W. Br. R. H.
Williamson, was regularly installed into his office on the 6th Nov., tinder a pa-
tent from the Grand Master of England.

The death of the Duke of Wellington was appropriately noticed by the
Lodge La Clemente Amitie, at Paris, on the 8th October. The duke was an
‘honorary member of this Lodge. -




VALUABLE TESTIMONY.~~MASONRY IN TRINIDAD. 130

VALUABLE TESTIMONY.

Tae following message was received by Hiram Lodge, West Cambridge,
from the late Asuam HarminaTon, of Lexington, a veteran and pensioner of
the Revolution, a short time previous to his death, which occurred in December
last, at the advanced age of 93 years. The Lodge had sent a kindly greeting to
him by its Marshal, Br. Bryant, and the following reply was received. We take
pleasure in publishing it, as valuable testimony as to the merits of the Masonic
Order. The Lodge has voted to have the Diploma, Apron, and Autograph of
the late venerable member enclosed in a suitable case and deposited in the Lodge
Room. '

“Tell the Lodge, that I sincerely thank them for this unanimous expression of
regard for my welfare, and that I shall ever feel under lasting obligations to them
for the many tokens of remembrance they have exhibited towards me during the
last several years. This donation I consider the last I shall ever receive, for I
am convinced that my earthly career is nearly completed. It would afford me
much pleasure and satisfaction to visit the Lodge once more, but that will never
be ; and all I can do is to request you to present my last Autograph, also this Di-
ploma, and Apron to the Lodge, as a feeble memento from an old, and I hope,
faithful member of the Fraternity of Masonry. It is now more than half of a
century since I became a Mason, and I have never seen causg to regret that act ;
for X verily believe, that if the principles which Freemasonry aims to inculcate
are carried into daily practice, they cannot fail of producing a beneficial ipflu-
ence in the community. I wish you all may have a long and happy life, and
when the sands of life have run out, that we all may meet in the celestial Lodge

above.”’

MASONRY IN TRINIDAD.

Tax first Lodge in the West Indies was opened at Antigua in the year 1738,
by the M. W. Henry Price, Grand Master of the first Grand Lodge of Massa-
chusetts. Brother Price was on his way to England, via Antigua, where, finding
a number of Masons from Boston, he formed them into a Lodge, gave them a
Dispensation, and was personally present at the initiation of the Governor of the
island, and several other gentlemen of distinction. This was the beginning of
Masonry in the West Indies. In 1795, a Lodge was established at Trinidad, un-
der a charter from the Grand Lodge of France. But in consequence.of the sug.
pension of the Grand Lodge of France, in the time of the revolution, the Breth-
ren of this Lodge petitioned the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania to receive them
under its jurisdiction. That body accordingly in 1797 granted them an Ameri-
oan charter. This Lodge continusd under the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania
until 1814, when, in consequence of the war between Great Britain and the U.
States, it petitioned the Grand Lodge of Scotland, and received a charter from
that body.

In 180¥3, the Brethren at Trinidad, erecte¢ a Masonic Temple, the first in the
istands. ‘The year before, a decayed travelling Lodge, formerly belonging to &
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British regiment, had been opened in Trinidad, under authority from the Grand
Lodge of [reland. 1n 1835, this Lodge was removed to the Port of Spain, and 'in
1343, the charter was returned to the Grand Lodge of Ireland. Iu 1831, another
Lodge was established in Trimdad, and in 1850, another Masonic hall was
built, the corner-stone of which was laid by the Governor, with appropriate cere-
monies. ln the latter year, a new Lodge was opened in the town of San Fer-
nando.

In 1804, a Chapter was opened at Trinidad, under authority from the Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania, in connection with the Lodge ¢ Les Freres Unis,” then
under the same authority. It subsequently enrolled itself under the Grand
Chapter of Scotland. A second Chapter was opened the past year, attached to
Philanthropic Lodge. In 1814, an Encampment of Knights Templars was open-
ed under authority from Scotland, Such is a brief narrative of Masonry in
Trinidad.

A LADY’S OPINION OF MASONRY.

Lorp ComerRMERE is the popular Provincial Grand Master for Cheshire, Eng--
land, and his accomplished lady is scarcely less popular among the Brethren of the
Province—having on varions occasions publicly manifested her respect for and in- |
terest inthe Masonic Institution. In October last, the principal Brethren of the
Province decided to make a proper acknowledgment of their appreciation of her
amiable character and benevolent works, by preseuting to her an admirably exe-
cuted BusT of her distinguished husband. Such a Bust was soon procured, and
with an appropriate address, presented to her at Combermere Abbey, by a deputa-
tion of Brethren. The Bust was received with the highest gratification, and the
following chaste and beautiful answer was returned to the address :—

GentLemeN,—I accept, with deep feelings of satisfaction and gratitude, the gift
which has been so counsiderately prepared, and so kindly proffered, for my accep-
tance. Lord Combermere's Bust is the offering of all others most agreeable to me ;
and in making this declaration I confirm one of the first claims to pre-eminence in
your Craft,—for a good Mason must ever prove a devoted Husband and an affec-
tionate Father.

Impressed with this conviction, it is natural that I should deserve your kind com-
pliment to my admiration of your noble Institution,—that I should revere its cere-
monies, and respect its mysteries. Whatever your grand secret may be, in reality
its evident purpose is to draw a magic circle around the initiated, from whom are

- expelled the worthless and the profane ; while within its mystic precincts the de-
serving plight each other mutually to good faith, good fellowship, and good feeling.

That Masonry is a reality, and no gaudy dceeption, has been lately proved by the
condemnation to which ir is doomed in countries where free institutions are prohib-
ited by the ministers of that religion, which discourage all morality that they do not
control—all duties that they do not direct.

No one better than myself can estimate Lord Combermere’s attachment to Ma-

_ ‘sonry, or his feeling of esteem aad regard for all of those, with whom he has been
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8o long associated in its useful duties ; and this new proof of their affection for him
he duly appreciates.

May I beg you will thank the Brethren for the very flattering manner in which
they have addressed me. T accept their encomiums as an additional and graceful
compliment to Lord Combermere.

For their valuable gift I will ask you to offer them my warmest acknowledgments,
and assure them, that in presenting me with my husband's likeness, so admirably
executed, they may feel convinced that my gratitude for cuch a gift will ever be
unalterably interwoven with the most ardent and happiest feelings of my existence.

Mary CoMBERMERE.
Combermere Abbey, Oct. 21, 1852.

- MASONIC SCHOOLS IN TEXAS.

OuRr Brethren in Texas appear to be moving in “right sober earnestness” in
the establishment of schools of a high grade, in which the children of Masons,
rich and poor, and all others who may choose to avail themselves of their advan-
tages, can be educated at home, and fitted for the active duties of life. This is
8s it should be; and though they may be techmca]ly called Masonic Schools,
they must of necessity be schools for the peoplé ; and all classes of the people,
who rightly appreciate the importance and valne of an intelligent and educa-
ted community, should unite in their support, at least until the means of educa-
tion in the State are more available to all classes than they are present. The
Texas State Gazette of the 25th December has the following paragraphs on this
subject:—

¢ We are pleased to announce, that Austin Lodge No. 12, has undertaken the
establishment in this city, of a literary institution, to be called the Ausriv Ma-
sonic Hiem Scuoor. The institution is to embrace two departments, male and
female, in distinct baildings; the plan of the buildings has been proposed and
their cost estimated, and we have no doubt the means necessary for their erec-
tion can be easily raised. The necessary committees have been appointed to
memoralize the Legislatare for a charter, etc., and to open books of subscription
to the stock. The committee to memoralize the legislature is composed of Judge
John Hancock, R. M. Elgin and T. 8. Anderson, Esq. To open books J. W.
Hampton, F. T. Duffan and George Hancock. The enterprise having been
started in the right spirit, we have no doubt of its success.

“It will also be seen from the publication in another column, that Bosque
Lodge, at Waco, McLennan county, has undertaken an enterprise precisely sim-
ilar to that of Austin Lodge. We are proud to see the Masonic Fraternity
throughout the State thus giving their countenance and liberal support to the
cause of education. Itis a good omen, not only for the respectability, prosperity
and usefulness of the Order, but also insuring to our State a vmuous and en-
lightened population, in those who are to fill our places.”
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THE KNIGH1S TEMPLARS.—NO. XXIII.
[Written for this Magazine by R. W. Joux H. Suxrrazp.]

Ox the 26th of November, 1309, the Grand Master, James Dx Movray, was again
taken from prison and put under examination before the Inquisition. He perse-
vered in asserting his innocence and the integrity of the Order. A confession,
which he had formerly made in extremo under the agonizing tortures of the raek,
betore the Cardinals at Chinon, was then read to him; but, “ meking the sign of
the cross,” he pronounced it a base forgery, and reflected in very indignant terms
on the wretch who subscribed it. On his various trials he spoke highly of the
devotion of the Templars, and described their churches, discipline, valor and vir-
tnes—especially their frequent alms and charities. “ Without faith,” replied the
unmerciful Inquisitor, *these works avail not to save the soul.”

The reply of the Grand Master was lofty, decided and solemn. I swear, I
believe in Jxsus Crrisy, in the Holy Trinity, and in all the articles of the Cath-
olic faith. I acknowledge but one Gob, one faith, one baptism, one church; and
I believe that when death separates the soul from the body there will be a judge
of the good and wicked.” He was then remanded to prison.

Many Templars, from whom by the severity of the torture confessions had
been extorted, recanted, maintained their innocence, and henceforth were ready
to endure unto the end; as Ragnouard remarks in his account of their trials,
Usque ad mortem—usque ad finem. Some appealed to their own gallant actions in
the battles of Palestine, and showed their scars; but the plant of gratitude had
then withered under the royal siroc-blast which swept over the soil of France.

In March 28, 1310, five hundred and fortysix Templars were publicly accused
before the Inquisitor. They chose a committee to prepare their defence; but in

" vain. Nine hundred had been imprisoned in Paris. At thjs time a letter was
sent warning those who had confessed not to retract, for the Pope had ordered, if
they did, that they shounld, be burnt, gue ¥ soreni mis a damnazion et destruit au

fes, they should be given up to damnation and destruction by fire. Brother Pe-
ter de Bologna wrote an able defence of them. Yet, after horrid tortures, fatal to
the limbs and lives of many, several survivors were burnt at the stake. Brother
Laurent de Beaume, was one of the first victims. As relapsed Reretics, they were
condemned to the flames. Thus, May 12, at day break, fiflyfour Templars were
fastened to a stake, subjected to- a slow fire, near the Porte St. Antoine des
Champes, in Paris, and died invoking the blessing of the Lord, and calling on the
Hely Virgin, through the smoke and blaze of their torments. They died as they
had lived, the heroes of Palestine. One hundred and thirteen were thus burnt
alive in Paris; many in Loraine, Normandy and other places; twentymine at
Senlie; and such were the fury and feroeity of their enemies, that the officers of
Philip dragged the dead body of the Treasurer of the Temple from his grave,
and burnt his very corpee as a heretic.

In 1311, two thousand Templars were said to be wandering about as fugitives,
in the vicinity of Lyons, many of whom were afterwards ssvested and died in
prison. Clement V. pretended that his life was in danger; but some of the
fathers remonstrated against such cruelty, and endeavored to procure a mitigation
of their fate, yet the obdurate pontiff listened not to the voice of mercy. So far
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from that, in March of the same year, he wrote to the kings of Spain and Portu-
gal, the patriarch of Constantinople, the king of Cyprus, and other Sovereigns, to-
imprison, torture and subdue the Templars, wherever found in their realms. But
in Portugal they were examined and declared innocent, and it was only where
pepsd influence held its fatal sway that they were condemned to death.

Hundreds were tried before the Archbishop of Sens. Some who persevered
were condemned to imprisonment for life; others recanted and were set at liberty.
Of thirtythree confined in the Chateau d’Alsix, four died in prison, and twenty
under the torture made confession of worshiping a head with a long beard, and
having intercourse with the devil, who appeared to them in the skape of a cat,
while at other times devils often appeared to them in the shape of beautiful wo-
men.

In no part of this terrible drama, where the death-cry rung through the lovely
sky of France,and was echoed in the prisons of the freebern Britain, was the
scene more heart-rending than at the fate of the illustrious Grand Master, Jaxxs
Dx Movray. From the pinnacle of power he was swept away in the undistin-

" guished ruin of the Order. With Guy, brother to the sovereign prince of
Dauphiny, Hugh de Peralde, great prior of the priory of France, and the grand
precepgr of Aquitaine, he had been immured in the dungeon five years anda
half. nder the extremity of the torture they all had made confessions. Molay
afterwards disclaimed the one he made and accused, as we have stated, the Car-

dinals of forgery—and even threatened, ¢ if they had been less men,” he would
have summened them to the combat.

On the 18th of March, 1313, a scaffold was erected in front of the eathedral
Notre Dame, in Paris, and these four were brought out of prison, loaded with
chains, and placed before it in presence of the bishop of Alba and the crowd.
Their confessions yere read to them aloud, and they were asked if they would
renew their avowals of guilt. Hugh de Perault and the other two, startled and
confounded at the dreadful preparations, at first said they would confess whatev-
er they were asked. But Molay, stepping forward to the edge of the scaffold,
raised his arms and with & loud voice, suid: “I do confess my guilt, which con-
eists in having to my shame and dishonor suffered myself, through the pain of tor-
ture and fear of death, to give utterance to falsehoods, imputing ecandalous sins
and iniquities to an illustrious Order, which hath nobly served the cause of Chris-
tianity. I diedain to seek a wretched and disgraceful jexistence by engrafting
another lie upon an original falsehood.” The others roused to firmness by his
noble bearing, asserted their innocence, and algo retracted the avowals extorted
from them. They were all three remanded back to the dungeon.

The wily and avaricious Philip on hearing of their recantation, was enraged
snd ordered them on the same day to be-again taken out of prison, at the dusk of
the evening and burnt to death, by & slow and lingering fire. This mandate of
the tyrant was executed on a little island in the Seine, between the prince’s gar
den and the counvent of the Augustines. To the Jast moment the Grand Master
remained unshaken in his resolution, saying he deserved to suffer because of his
false confession under the rack, and protesting before the world and on the brink

of eternity, the innocence of the Order. It is beid; that just before his desih;
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amidst exquisite torments, and almost stifled with smoke, his voice was heard in
a loud and solemn cry, * Clement! I summon thee to appear in forty days before
the judgment seat of God.” Others say the king was also included, but the time
was a year. Historians declare that Clement V. died within a yearand a day, and
his body having been placed in a church, which was burnt up, was consemed
with it ; and that Philip also died within the same period, unhappy in a rebellion
of his nobles, and domestic troubles among his sons. Raynouard remarks, that
the leading men in this terrible crusade against the Templars came to an un-
timely end.

All the people who witnessed Molay’s intrepid death, shed tears; and Masson,
a French writer, relates, that devout persons gathered up the ashes of these mar-
tyrs, and preserved them as relics—a custom not unusual in that superstitious
age. -

As & political institution, recognized by law, patronized by the pope, and foe-
tered by the princes and potentates of Europe, the Order of the Knights Temp-
lars ceased to exist and fell with its last Grand Master, James Dk Morar.
From that time forward the preservation of this Degree and the meetings of the
Encampments may be found in the secret history of an Institution on which pub-
lic records are silent; nor do they belong to this sketch of a great military Or-
der. .

The Pictorial History of England, describes them thus, “their value in battle,

their wisdom in council had long been the admiration of the world” ; Rut unlike
their brethren, the Hospitallers of St. John, they took no pains to secure an es-
tablishment in the East. We have already stated that their immense wealth and
vast revenues excited the cupidity of Philip le Bel, whose treasury had been
wasted by profligacy and recklessness. He found no difficulty in getting up
‘false accusations against them, with a subservient pope, and a, weak king of Eng-
land, his son in law, to aid him. One of his earliest measures was to secure the
possession of their Temple, in Paris, Oct. 13, 1307 ; after this he rapidly pro-
ceeded with thie brutal mockeries of a trial. Edward II. pursued a similar course,
and, forgetting all the noble friendships and sacred ties which united so many of
his royal ancestors with this great Knighthood, in the pursuit of glory—and more
especially the gallant conduct of Almeric, Master of the English Templars, when
he stood up on the plaius of Runny-mead, in defence of liberty, and aided in ex-
torting the Magna Charta—he betrayed them to their enemies and shared in the
spoliation of their immense estates. Even at his accession to the throne, he sent
Piers Gaveston, and took gold, jewels and fifty thousand pounds of silver from
the coffers of the bishop of Chester ; and to so great a depth of degredation did
this mean prince finally descend, that after he hud broken up the Order in Eng-
land, he gave a certificate to his minion and valet, Peter Auger, about going ons
foreign journey, and who wore a long beard because he was under a vow not to
shave, that Auger never was a Templar! Such vileness was enough to rouse
the manes of Richard Ceeur de Lion, his illustrious ancestor, and make him shake
his battle axe over the couch of his degenerate posterity.

_Fuller states in his History of the Holy Wars, that “ The chief cause of their
ruin was their-extraerdinary wealth.” We may believe that Philip le Bel would
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never have taken away their lives, if he might have taken their lands without
Pputting them to death; but the mischief was, he could not get the honey unless he
burned the bees ! Facts corroborate this opinion. Five years before the Papal
Bull for their suppression, Philip and the Pope, and other inferior sovereigns of
Europe, had appropriated to themselves the_revennes and estates of the Temp-
lars; as was the case with the kings of Bohemia, Naples and Sicily, whose ava-
rice was tempted by their riches. At the promulgation of this Bull, Philip claim-
ed £200,000 for his charges in destroying their Order. Edward IL in the mean
time used their vast rents freely, seized their lands, and made liberal donations of
their property, which had been arbitrarily vested in the crown, and gave it o favor-
ite partizans and their families. The Temple in London, church and appurte-
nances, were granted in 1313 to Aymer de Valence, earl of Pembroke, and af-
terwards the Parliament, by an Act of 17 of Edward III. granted all the remaind-
er of their estates, manors and revenues to the Knights Hospitallers ; the Hos-
pitallers afterwards demised the Temple in London to the fraternity of lawyers,
who were subsequently divided into those of the Inner and those of the Middle
Temple, and subsequently became tenants under Henry VIIL., who abolished the
Ordero f Hospitallers in England.

Such had been the depredations of the crown, and the dinfinutions of these
English possessions, by escheat to donors, claims of heirs and seizure by disceiz-
ors, that the Hospitallers never realized a twentieth part of the Templar’s estates.
It was so in other countries, and especially in France ; for the pope had transfer-
red by his Bull all the property to these Knights of St. John, who on the downfal
of the Templars rose into power and opulence. Under Fulk de Villant, in 1310,
they invaded Rhodes, took possession of that fertile island, and its adjacent de-
pendencies, and valiantly retained the possession with great glory until 1553,
when they were drisen off by the Turks ;—whence they were called the Knights
of Rhodes. But this belongs to another and more modern history.

L

[or161NAL.)

AN ADDRESS,

Delivered at Linden, Nov. 4th, 1852, before the Lodge of Marengo Co., Ala., on the Centen-
nial Anniversary of the initiation of George Washington, as a Mason, by Rev. T. H.
Fosrzz.

[Concluded from page 122.]

We have said that Masonry was not only a symbol, but a symbol enshrining a
spirit,—a spirit whose best expression is, universal brotherhood. It is yet something
more than this,—it is figuratively prophetic. As a symbol, itisarich reminiscence
of the past; it is a cheering light to the present, and a hopeful prophecy of the
future. It gloriously prefigures the coming of a day, when the principles it teaches
shall become the laws of the world. The Jewish dispensation, in the midst of
which it arose, and after which it patterned somewhat, was itself, to the initiated,
a prophecy. Though designed for immediate use, and its benefits bestowed upon
thousands who knew nothing of the rich and deep import of its ritual and rites, yet
was there a reference to the future, when every type should find its substance, and
the glory of the substance fgbscnre the glory of the type. In priestly robe; in
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sprinkled blood ; in smoking sacrifice, there lay & prophecy of a future priest,a

fature expiation and sacrifice, which these but faintly shadowed forth. And when

the prophecy was fulfilled, then the type passed away, or was merged in the sub-

stance. And so Masonry veils under its symbols a prophecy of future glory and

peace. It teaches, first, that all the world should be under the influence of love,

and then presents & body of men, as an ideal of what the world will then be.

That, as Masons are bound together by the common tie of Masonry,—Masonry, i
the use of symbols indicating their brotherhood,—so, by the use of that which
these symbols teach, are men to be drawn together until the earth shall be one
great family. One of the watchwords on her banners is Hope. Faith, Hope and
Charity, indeed, are all involved in this prophecy. Faith jnspires confidence in the
possibility of attaining this great end ; Charity presents itself as the only proper and
efficient instrament by which to attain it, and Hope bids the soul look beyond the
clouds, the oppressions, the selfishness of the present, and be cheered in the pros-
pect of millennial glory, which spreads out in the distancé before it. It tells of a
time when the earth shall glow, as Eden, in the light of the first morning,—whea
again the morning stars shall sing together, and the sons of God shout for joy.
We said, the first temple symbolized the building of a great spiritual temple,
whose altars shouldgive protection to all earth’s sorrowing and oppressed ones.
Masonry points to the day when this shall be accomplished, and in its sphere af-
fords means for its accomplishment. We are assured by the concurring prophecies
of Revelation, that this shall be. This temple shall be built. Its foundation shall
be laid in the smoking ruins of the temple of selfishness. Its walls be reared of
civil liberty. Its pillars shall be-love and truth and justice—and its dome shall be
pure and undefiled religion. And when this foundation shall be laid, and these
walls reared up, and the pillars support all, and this dome overtop all, then indeed
shall the nations eome from afar and burn their incense and offer their sacrifices in
it, and with praises and shoutings dedicate it to the worship of the God of truth
and love, while the lofty dome, resplendent with celestial brightness, shall pour the
glory of the descending Shecinah, not only into the * Holy of Holies,” but all over
its courts, and pillar and pavement, arch and architravé, wall and garniture, shall
bathe in the sea of its beauty, until every countenance shall beam in its bright-
ness, and from the mighty host of earth’s assembled millions, shall go up a shout
which shall make it tremble from roof to foundation stone. This, Masonry does
not expect to accomplish alone ; she relies upon an instrumentality greater thar
her’s, even upon the book of God ;—yet she claims to have her share in the labors
and in the rewards of this mighty accomplishment.

When the great object for which the first temple was reared was accomplished,—
to bring men to a higher and better system,—then, this temple passed away, to be
rebuilt no more, forever. When before the glory of the new dispensation its altar-
fires grew dim and its significant types were obscured, then * the abomination of
desolation” was seen in the holy plaece, now no more holy,—~the devouring element
kindled upon it, and down went the gorgeous pile, amid smoke and flame, And
it was well. Those tongues of serpent flame which glided through and embraced
it seemed to tell out in the crackling and crashing fall of pillar and dome and wall
that old things had passed away, and all things were become new. They told
of a mightier and more majestic temple ; not for one but for all people—of higher
privileges, of deeper joy. And thus, while they announced the doom and destruc-
tion of a system, to which men had looked and trusted for ages, they also pointed to
otie of nobler and better structure, While they proclaimed that the sun of Jewish
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splendor had set, they also pointed to a sun already high in the firmament, brighter
- than ever shone on the earth before.

8o will it be with its counterpart and imitator, Masonry. We have reared an
ideal temple, to teach men how to build and arrange a real and a nobler one. Our

Jorms and symbols all typify this real, this better one. When the prophecy is ful-
filled, then will ours, like the ancient Jewish,—our forms,~-the whole round of sym-
bolic representation,—pass away too. No more need of a prophet, when the pre-
diction is fulfilling ; no more need of the type, when the substance typifjed is be-
fore us. But there was that about the Jewish system, which did net and could not
pass away. There was the spirit which its symbeols enshrined,—the spirit of its
worship, its morality and its trath. These remained. They but enshrined them-
selves in new forms.

There is that also about Masonry, which can never pass away. The life, the
principles taught in its ceremonies,—these may assume new shapes,—new modes of
presentation, but, in thdnselves, they are indestructible. They run parallel with
the existence of their great Author, Jehovah himself. Masonry is also a prophecy,
with reference to the soul after death. She brings you to the grave, where all the
honors and greatness of life perish, and where king and slave lise down together,
bat she looks not upon its darkness, as a gloomy materialist. She symbolizes the

. imperishable condition of the spirit and the resurrection of the body. When she
buries her dead, she buries the regalia of a Mason with them, in token, that, though

- passed away from earth, they still find use for the undying principles, which this
regalia expresses. And while she weeps over the grave, she ever beholds the Aca-
eia springing and blooming beneath her tears, a sweet emblem of the sounl’s immor-
tality. And, beyond all this, she typifies a time, when even the blessed temple mens«
tioned shall also pass away, and all the good assemble in that glorious one, * not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens,—where they need no light of the sun,
nor of the moon, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the light thereof.”

Thus, through symbolie representations does Masonry teach benevolence, and
prophecy of the future. '

‘We said that Masonry had the honor of having subjected to its training, one of
the best and greatest of earth. How far the prineiples of Masonry may be cred«
ited, for the excellencies of WasmingToN’s character, we may not say. We can say,
however, that he was a Mason, and he was great. We said that Masonry was well
ealculated to construct such a character as his. We have noticed some of the
prominent elements of the system. Let us briefly apply these to his life and charac-
ter, that we may see to what extent he was probably influenced by them. Look
at him in his several relations of life. He was proverbially a man of uncommon
domestic tendences and preferences. With all the deep and gushing tenderness of
his nature did he turn from the turmoil and bustle of camp and-Legislative hall, to
his own sweet home and the felicities which clustered around it. And with glad«
ness did he, when the burden and heat of his life were closed, turn into the retire-
ment of Mount Vernon, to taste its peace and find his grave. Masonry teaches

. this. No man, who ought not to be a better father and husband for being a Mason.
No man, who is not taught, if he be a Mason, to prize his own fireside more highly.

But, with Washington, as a public man have we chiefly to do. He stands forth
to this and all succeeding ages as the sworn foe to tyranny in every form,—as the
embodiment of the noblest patriotism,—as the universal friend of man,—~and as a
pure, unsullied christian.

Upon a soul so plastic and hopeful as his, those principles of Masonry which
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are so well calculated to produce such a character, eould not fail to exert an in-
fluence. To his quick sense of apprehensiorf the symbols of Masonry, as embodying
beautiful, speculative truth and instruction, could not fail to recommend themselves.
A mind so eminently practical, would readily detect the appropriateness and effi-
ciency of these symbols, as instruments to accomplish a glorious work. Ardent
and enthusiastic, becoming a Mason, when as yet the bud of youth had scarcely
unfolded into the open petals of manhood, we may well consider him as subjecting
himself, ypind and heart, to the symbolic teaching of Masonry. The youthful
sense deeply impressed and his fine mind thoroughly enlisted, we can well imagine
that he received whatever of instruction and holy incitement the system was capa-
ble of bestowing. Indeed, his after life could have been no better spent, had his
character been scrupulously formed from the teachings of Masoury. So, if we are
not able to. trace his nobleness of soul to his connection with Masoury, we may
very truly say there was nothing in that soul, of which Masonry might be ashamed,
and that there was much in it, which illustrated and adoried Masonry., However
much or little he may be indebted to Masonry, for being what he was, and being a
Mason too, has laid Masonry in a state of indebtedness to him, so that, whether
Washington derived more benefit from his association with Masonry, or Masonry
from his accidental connection with it, still we rejoice in the connection ; and are
privileged to assume that the system exercised its proportion of influence, in ma-
king him what he was.

The great principle of our system that men should all be brothers,—the principle
of aggregation in opposition to segregation,—of benevolence in opposition to sel-
fishness, seemed to have thoroughly possessed and interpenetrated his mind. This
principle produced his intense hatred toward tyranny, and his intense opposition
to tyrants. Tyrants are the chief enemies to all,—for which this principle con-
tends. They offer the most unrelenting opposition to it. They consider the earth
as made for their special benefit, and men to be their slaves. They would build
their thrones on broken hearts and smouldering homes. How then could one, under
the influence of the principle of universal brotherhood fail to oppose such embodi-
ments of selfishness as these? And so must every true Mason hate and oppose op-
pression, civil, religious, or social. This principle lay at the foundation of Wash-
ington’s patriotism. He would have hated tyranny against whomsoever exerted.
But, when directed against his own land, he felt its meanness the keener, and with
all the devotion of a pure, disinterested patriotism, he arrayed himself against it.
He fought not himself. He could have lived as one of King George’s minions, in
the possession of plenty and splendor. He preferred the toil and danger of the
camp, in defence of his principles, to the inglorious ease and luxury of the court in
the disregard of them. He armed himself for the combat, not beceuse he loved car-
nage, but because only at the expense of bloodshed, could he purchase for himself
and country, freedom and prosperity.

“ He raised not his arm, he defied not his foes,
While a leaf of the olive remained ;
Till goaded with insult, his spirit arose,
Like a long baited-lion uNcuHAINED.”

He opposed his enemies only because they opposed all that was essentially ne-
cessary to the peace and happiness of mankind, He was a master-builder in the
great spiritual temple of human benevolence,—they sought to mar and demolish all
that was already built of this temple, and indefinately defer its completion. Thus
his principles led him both to regret war and to engage in it. He regretted to lift

\
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his arm against his brother, but he did it, that the principles of brotherhood might
be preserved and perpetuated.
Here was of its sort a great temple for him to build. The pohtncal temples of -
the earth were dedicated to the worship of tyranny and oppression,—the worship
of devils. He is called, as a second Solomon, to rear another in this Western world ;
one inscribed to civil and religious hberty With the skill and resolution of a true
Mason, did he assemble the Craft and assign them their work. Day after day, did they
quarry and hew and fit the stones,—day after day did the axes ring in the forest.
The winds blew, the storms beat, yet the work went on. Many workmen per-
ished, yet their places were supplied, and the work went on. Many hearts failed
within them, despair stalked abroad chilling and discouraging ; many Hirams were
slain, but the Grand-Master was there and his presence brought light and encour-
agement, and the work went on. For eight long years did they toil in the prepar-
ation of the materials. Perplexed but not in despair,—cast ,glown but not de-
stroyed, they worked on, amid rain and hail, amid sweeping winds and falling
snow. Finally genius and energy and right triumphed. The materials were
ready,—the obstructions cleared away,—the foundation laid. And then under the
guidance of the master-builder, almost in a night, arose a massive pile, fairer than
the fabulous Alladin’s palace. It was called the Constitution of the United States
of America. For architectural beauty, symmetrical proportions, wide and deep
foundations, massive walls, and high crystal dome,—its like the world had never
seen before. That temple of liberty, which stood under Italia’s smiling sky, and
that which rose on the classic ground of Athens, were but insignificant pagodas,
when compared with this, A representative government,—a restricted executive,—
a solid Judiciary, were its chief characteristics. Exclusive privileges to none, full
protection to all, was afforded. The temple was completed and dedicated. Wash-
ington, its constructor, officiated as the first High Priest at its altars. He offered as
the first incense there, the sweet oblation of the purest and most devoted patriot-
ism that ever warmed the bosom of a mortal. That temple still stands. Though
it has been shaken with earthquakes and storms, it still stands. And shame, eter-
nal shame, to the vandal hands which would overthrow it, or remove one stone
from it. And still let it stand. Let the sorrowful and oppressed of all nations
find protection beneath its ample dome. There is room enough for them all,
Washington has no monument. His grave is unadorned,—the Potomac rolls by in
its beauty, and looks up to no marble obelisk, or splendid mausoleum. But he hasa
monument, more enduring than marble or brass. This glorious temple, which he
has built, this is his monument. Towering high in the political heavens, over-top-
ping all other remembrancers of greatness,—its dome lies bathed in the serenest ra-
diance,—the name of Washington beaming from it in blinding flashes of light. And
let him who would deface, or destroy this monument, feel that he is violating the
sanctity of the grave ; yea, the grave of departed greatness. Mar it not then, O
fanatic! Off with thy polluted fingers! For if, as the Babylonian, thou dost apply
thy incendiary torch to it, long years of captivity and anarchy and weeping, and
hanging of harps upon the willows, shall intervene, ere a Cyrus arise, to send forth
the tribes to its rebuilding. It is Washington’s tomb-stone ; therefore, respect it,
and let it stand.

The war passed away, peace came. The same principle, which led Washington
to cry war, war, now, induced him, to hail the return of peace, with unspeakable de-
light. Like Napoleon, he had delivered his country from her enemies ; but he did
not, like Napoleon, enslave the country he had freed. He did not learn the pecple,
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that they were freed from a foreign master, to be subjected ta one at home. The
spirit of a true Mason more manifested itself here, than in all his former course.
That spirit led him to sacrifice personal ambition, to secure the permanent heppi-
piness of his country. The appellation * Father of his country,” was far sweeter

- to his ears than all the high sounding titles of kings and emperors. His head was
better fitting to citizen’s cap, than the crown of a monarch. And thus he added
another laurel to his wreath of fame, brighter, greener, more unfading than all the
rest. Others have fought as great battles, and won as great victories. Others
have come from the field of combat, where their skill and valor have won for them
as great honors. But none have ever boasted the civic glories which wreathed
. his brow, as with celestial splendor. Other countries, beside ours, claim him, for
he stands forth, the great, good man of the world. Though he defeated her arms
and disgraced her statesmanship, yet England rejoices in him, and says through
one of her bards, .

 There's a star in the west that shall never go down,

Till the records of greatness decay;

We must worship its light, though ’t is not our own,
For liberty burst in its ray —

Shall the neme of a Washington ever be heard
By a freeman, and thrill not his breast ?

Is there one out of bondage, that hails not the word, ,
As the Bethlehem-star of the west?

Revile not my song, for the wise and the good
Among Britons, have nobly confessed,

That his was the glory, and ours the blood,
Of the deeply stained field of the west.”

Thus were the principles of Masonry manifested in the patriotism, the life, the
unequalled glory, which covers the name of Washington.

Yet, beside all this, he looked to and was influenced by something higher still.
Great as its teachings were, he did not repose, for success, for final happiness, upon
Masonry alone. Washington was a christian. As if to rebuke those among us,
who would substitute Masonry for religion, and those of the uninitiated, who
charge us with this substitution, he submitted his heart to the influence of the
higher and better teachings of revealed religion,—the religion of the bible. Great
and famous, and honored as he was, still, in meekness and lowliness and faith, he
knelt at the altars of christianity and sought rest of Him, whose “ yoke is easy,”
and whose * burden is light.”

Here then, stands out before us, a character perfect, symmetrical, fully rounded.
In his relations to domestic, to civil, to Masonic, to religious life, he was the same
great, pure, disinterested, glorious man. Therefore, we say, his pame is, to Ma-~
sonry, a tower of strength. When aspersed and opposed by our foes, the most
withering rebuke we can give them, is, * Washington, the Father of his country,
the successful general, the able statesman,~—the disinterested patriot,—the humble
christian,—Washingten was 2 Mason.” And, to the Fraternity, all over the world,
he stands forth, in the truest and most eminent sense, as a Representative Mason.
He is a representative of all those elements of character, which go to constitate
the perfect Mason. In him, are fully illustrated all those principles, which are the
boast and glory of the ¥ystem. As such, he is to be forever admired and forever
imitated. Let us, my Brethren, keep this unspotted exemplar, ever before us.
And though we may not hope to egual it, our lives shall be better, our hearts purer,
and our deaths more peaceful. ’
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One hundred years have passed, since Washington began his labors in our Craft.
How eventful, that century has been! What a magnificent temple of freedom ha
been erected in these western wilds! How many happy worshippers have thronged
its courts and offered their incense there! What progress, too, in the erection of
that great temple of universal brotherhood, suggested by our symbolic Masonry !
The facilities of commerce, the improvement in government, the diffusion of intel-
ligence and religion, have done much to lay its foundation and prepare its stones.
Love, like a mighty angel of the resurrection, is lifting its trumpet-voice, and bid-
ding the nations awake from their slumber of sin and ignorance and superstition
and oppression. The voice has been heard and the nations are aewaking.

One hundred years hence, our children’s children shall celebrate this day sgain.
Another assembly shall gather themselves together and tell how, one century be-
fore, we their fathers held a holy festival, in commemoration of the initiation of

¢+ George Washingten into the Masonic mysteries. Louder, heartier shall be their
congratulations, for his character will gather new beauties, and his memory be
<herished more warmly, than even by us. One hundred years hence! What chan-
ges shall have come over the world. All this aseembly shall then have joined the
millions of deatl?s voiceless empire. But, for those who live, what blessed chan-
ges may we not anticipate! Our prophetic symbols prefigure glorious things. Al-
ready, may we, in anticipation, hear the crash of falling thrones, whence despots
have ruled for ages. Already, may we feel the swaying of those political and
moral convulsions, which shall upheave the foundations of the world, before the
ushering in of the “new heavens and the new earth. Already, may we see the
faint twilight of a brighter morning, than ever dawned upon the world before. And
when the powers of darkness are driven from the earth, and selfishness receives its
mortal blow, among the foremost banners which float over the field of triumph,

shall be seen one inscribed on the one side * Farra, Horz and Craxiry,” and on
the other——WasameTon.

MASONRY IN MASSACHUSETTS.

[Busixzss Appaess by the M. W. Georee M. Raxpari, before the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts, Dee. 27, 1852.]

A xixp Providence has permitted us to assemble, once more, within the walls
of this beautiful Temple, to enter anew upon the duties, which pertain to the
Legislative and Executive authority of the Grand Lodge of this Commonwealth.
In .loing <o, it will be well to pause, for a moment, and review the doings of
the yaar, which has just borne its final record to eternity.

The first emotion, which such a review should beget, is that of devout grati-
tu le"to the Sureme Ruler of the Universe, who has blessed us in the continued
enjoyment of those rich favors, wherby we have possessed the means of happi-
ness in ourselves, and of promoting the happiness and usefulness of others.

In connection and in contrast with this manifestation of the kind regard of
Heaven towards us, we are reminded of others, who have not been allowed to
share with us in the enjoyment of these signal favors. As I look around this
assemblage of our Fraternity, I behold seats, vacant, which, at ur last annual
communication were filled by Brethren, who, at that time, were in the full en-
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joyment of life, and participating with us in the labors and pleasures of ou
annual gathenng

He who on: year ago, presided in the West,* with so much dignity and with @
much acceptance ; whose life and character, as a citizen, and whose experience
and fidelity as a Mason, secured for him, the high regard of his Brethren, has
been removed by death. The frost of age had begun to silver his locks, ye
the summons came, at an unexpected hour; and though the call was sudden,
we believe, that it did not find him unprepared.

But the shafts of the destroyer strike not alone those who have reached the
appropriate age of man. Another of our number, in the years of early mar
hood, who sustained with great credit the office of Junior Grand Lecturer,} has
been called, by the Master above, away from the scenes of this lower life.
Few members of the Fraternity have been distinguished by a more accurate,
and ready knowledge of the lectures. Our late Brother has left to his friends
and Brethren, the reputation of an upright man and an accomplished Mason.

When Iturn from these posts of active duty, to the East, I am remmded of one,
who was with us at the installation of the officers of this Grand Lodge a yeat
ago.f Those who were present on that occasion, well remember the stirring
tones of his eloquence, as he spoke of the days when he bore the banner of our
Order, in the face of the foe that threatened to desecrate and destroy all that
pertained to the distinctive principles of this ancient Fratetnity. He held the
responsible office of District Deputy Grand Master when the violent storm of
persecution burst forth, and raged with terriffic fury. Undaunted, he did his
duty, and he did it well. He too has finished his labors. His body has been
committed to the dust as it was, and his soul hath gone to God who gave it.

Within a few weeks, another§ who, though not a member of this Grand
Lodge, was once elected its Grand Master, which office he declined, has been
summoned into eternity. By his talents and position he rendered essential ser
vice to our Order in the dark days of trial. He stood forth manfully in the Le-
gislature of this State, when our Institution was assaulted, and nobly defended its
rights. His memory will be held in grateful remembrance, by his Brethren.

During the past year, a Past Warden,|| and permanent member of this Grand
Lodge, has also gone the way of all the earth; to whose memory the Grand
Lodge bore honorable testimony, in the resolutions, which were unanimously
passed at its last meeting.

Surely, facts like these,should admeonish us, to diligently improve that brief
period which yet remains of our alloted sojourn on earth, in discharging, with
conscientious fidelity, the duties that devolve upon us; that we may answer the
great purposes of our existence, by honoring our Creator and Redeemer, in
striving to promote the welfare of our fellow-men, and in preparing for a blessed
immortality, beyond the grave.

The Masonic year which has just expired, has been marked by a degree of
prosperity, which should inspire us with encouragement, though it be not un-

% Thomas M. Vinson, Esq. 1Br, Charles Bates. $Hon. Myron Lawrence.
$Hon. Francis Baylies. {iBr, Thomas Cole.
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mixed with some measure of anxiety. When you were pleased to call me to
~seside over the interests of the Fraternity in this Commonwealth, it was ata
propitious period in its history. An administration had just closed, in whose
measures it had been my happiness, in some degree, to participate, and in all
of which I most cordially concurred. On no important matter was there any es-
sential difference of opinion among those who were officially associated in the
administration of the affairs of the Fraternity. It affords me pleasure to say, that
so far as I know, the same fraternal feeling still exists, and the same degree of
zeal characterizes the labors of the Brotherhood.

NEW LODGES.

During the past year, I have granted Dispensations for new Lodges, in East
Boston and Lowell. Baalbec Lodge, in East Boston, is now in successful opera-
tion. This is the second Lodge in that flourishing section of our city, and the
amount of business which it is now doing, is indicative of a very favorable state
of public feeling towards our institution. Ancient York Lodge, in Lowell, is now
working under a Dispensation. Charters have been granted to Franklin Lodge,
Grafton, and to Ashler Lodge, Rockport. Charters have been returned to Merri-
mac Lodge, Haverhill, and to Plymouth Lodge, Plymouth. Meridian Lodge has
been removed from Newton to Natick, under very favorable auspices. Republi-
can Lodge has been removed from Gill to Greenfield, where a new and beauti-
ful Hall has been fitted up, and dedicated to the purposes of the Craft.

OUR PROSPERITY.

The returns from the several Masonic Districts, exhibit a degree of prosperity,
which, if not altogether unprecedented, yet is sufficiently great, to indicate that
a wholesome change in public opinion has been wrought, and that our Institu-
tion has regained, in no inconsiderable degree, the confidence of the intelligent.
It appears by the returns that three hundred and thirty persons have been ini-
tiated, during the past year.

OUR DANGER.

The fact that all men in this evil world speak well of us, is no very promis-
ing omen, Success sometimes produces an intoxicating effect. The rapid in-
crease of numbers, not unfrequently begets a morbid desire for still larger ac-
cessions, and when such a passion becomes fixed, the most disastrous effects are
sure to follow. Some of the Lodges have been, during the past year, pressed
with work ; having six and eight candidates before them at one time. I must
repeat the caution, which I took occasion to give, at our last annual meeting,
touching the duty of investigating, thoroughly, the moral qualifications of can-
didates and of exercising with fearless fidelity, the right which belongs to the
humblest member of the Fraternity, of preventing, by his ballot, the admission
of an unworthy candidate,

REPORTS OF DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.
* The Constitution of the Grand Lodge requires, that the District Deputy Grand
Masters shall make annual returns of the number of initiations, &c. together
with the names of the members of the Lodges, in their several jurisdictions.
While this may be sufficient for all general purposes of statistical information,
20. ‘
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yet, it is very desirable that each District Deputy should make a teport, in wit
ting, independently of his ¢ Annual Retarn,’ giving an account of the general
state of the Lodges in his District. One such report was made this year, and
it is to be hoped this example will be followed.

AUTHORITY OF DISTRICT DEPUTIES.

For reasons, which it is not necessary for me to advert to, at this time, it may
not be improper for me to say, that the District Deputy represents the Grand
Master and is 10 be received and accepted as such, whenever he makes an offi
cial visitation. His commission is his authority. When he visits a subordinate
Lodge, and exhibits this commission, the authority of the Grand Lodge is repre-
sented by him, and the dignity of the Grand Lodge is to be respected in the re-
ception given to its duly authorized representative.

GRAND LECTURKRS.

The vote of the Grand Lodge, authorizing and directing the appointment of 8
District Grand Lecturer, for each Masonic District, has been ecarried into execu-
tion during the past year. These Lecturers are required to meet, once a yearin
this Temple, for the purpose of instruction in the work and lectures under the di
rection of the two Grand Lecfurers. The measure is a good one, and the experi-
ment has been, in some degree, succeseful. But unless this duty be strictly at-
tended to, the benefits which were anticipated from this new measure, will fail
to be realized. There must be frequent instruction, and careful comparison of
work, in order to ensure correct knowledge and perfect uniformity.

STANDARD OF WORK.

I take this occasion, to remind the Brethren, that their ¢ Work,’ is in all
spects to conform to that of the Grand Lodge, as exemplified and taught by the
Grand Lecturers. There must be uniformity, and there can be but one stand-
ard. The Grand Lodge alone, has authority, in this matter. By the Constitation,
the Grand Master is empowered and required to appoint, annually, two
Grand Lecturers, whose duty it is to exhibit and teach the work of the Order

- If any material difference should arise between any of the subordinate Lodges,
their officers or members, and the Grand Lecturers on these points, the teach:
ing of the Grand Lecturers is to be followed, until the question of difference be
decided, by the Grand Master or by reference to the Grand Lodge. Lodges of
Iustruction should exercise the utmost care in the matter of giving the Lectures
and exemplifying the ¢ Work’ correctly. They must follow the instructions of
the Grand Lecturers, and in case of disagreement, they will appeal to the Grand
Master, who will either determine the point, or refer it to the Grand Lodge.

ltinerant Lecturers from other States are not to be encouraged, and where their
Lectures differ, in any essential degree from that of this Grand Lodge, they &
10 be discountenanced. On this point I would call your attention to the regulé-
tions of this Grand Lodge, oentained in her Book of Constitutions.*

Every member of the Fraternity, in this Commonwealth, is bound to abide by

#8g0. 5. “ No shell ensour. mote, or pennit, the deli Masonic
Lantaren, avhich b ot bowd senttinet o aetloyind wman:quﬁnymw

any Mason be permitted to deliver such lectures under this jurisdiction.”
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the edicts of this Grand Lodge, and to work according to its Lectures, or not work
atall. Ever yMason who comes from other States to reside here, as well as he
who connects himself with any subordinate Lodge here, places himself within
this jurisdiction, and is bound to conform to all the principles and usages of the
Institution, as received and enjoined by the Grand Lodge.

GRANTING DISPENSATIONS.

The power of granting Dispeneations has been committed to the Grand Mas-
ter, and his Deputies, for purposes connected with the welfare of the PFraternity.
AW to whom this power has been entrusted, should ever bear in mind, that the
exercise of it, is the exception and not the rule. Such a prerogative, though ne-
cessary to the interests of the Order, may, nevertheless, be eo exercised as to be
produetive of much mischief. Dispensations should be gramted only for good
and sufficient reasons. No specifie rule ean be laid dewn for the exeréise of
this power ; and its proper wse, must therefore, be regulated by a earefal consid-
eration of the circumstances of each case. The officer who grants a Dispei-
sation should be aware that this act, on his part, is a virtual declaration by him

that the circumstances of this particular case warrant a departure from the rule
laid down by the Grand Lodge.

MASONIC QUALIFICATIONS OF CANDIDATES. -

€onnected with the matter of granting Dispensations, is the proper qualifios:
tion of eandidates ; I speak now of their Masonic fitness, There is a wise rear
son for requiring a fixed interval, between the time of receiving the several do-
grees. The design of this regulation is, to enable the candidate to make suita-
ble proficiency in one degree before he enters upon another. Itwasa custom in
former times, to examine candidates in open Lodge, as to their profieiency, in
the preceding degree. There is too much reason to believe, that due care is
not always taken jo instruet candidates thoroughly, in what has preeeded, be-
fore they are advanced. Certain it is, that this cannot be done, unless sufficient
time be allowed to elapse, between the conferring of the several degrees.

MASQNIG LIBRARY.!

The Grand Lodge, more than a year ago, appropriated one hundred dollars
for the purchase of books, as a nucleus of a Masonic library. By a regulation,
adopted ahout the same time, the Grand Master is directed to appoint annually,
a Library Committee. The appropriation has been expended and the books are
now bere, and are ready to be delivered to the care of the Committee. I need
not say, that one hundred dollars, will do but little, tawards purchasing such a
library of Masonic Books as we need. I would respectfully recommend, that
appropriations be made from time to time, for this purpose, as the state of -the
treasury will warzant. The oldest Grand Lodge in this country shou!d have a
Masonic Libracy, seoood o none in peint of the nymber and character of jts
standaid works.

J0DGE MEETINGS. .

Every thing‘connected with the ceramonies of our Institution, shonld be con-
ducted with the wimos$ order and solemnity. The principles we profess and
taoh aze firandad. wpok We.grest tiathe of the Rible. That Holy Book lies al-
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ways open upon our altar. Tt is the light in which we profess to walk. The
blessing of God is involved in our labors. We recognize His being and pre
sence, and we implore His direction and aid. A Mascnic Lodge is, therefore,
no place for irreverence or frivolity. Order, sobriety and solemnity should
mark all our proceedings, especially in the business of conferring the degrees
To this end it is very desirable, that the services of CrarLaINs where they can
be had, should be secured, by every subordinate Lodge.

It should be the endeavor of all to cultivate that fraternal feeling, which we
profess to entertain, and which, as true Masons, we are bound to illustrate in our
intercourse with each other, and especially in all the doings of the Lodge room,

In this connection, and as in some measure conducive to the promotion of fra-
ternal feeling, I would commend to your attention the importance of cultivating
the practice of suitable music in our Mascnic meetings. We have excellent
‘melodies, which when properly performed, increase the interest of our assem-
blies, making them more attractive, while they add materially to the impres
siveness of our ceremonies.

FINANCES.

The receipts of the G. Lodge the last yeat, were $1793,08—making an increase
of $264.08 over those of the previous year. Of this sum the Lodges, in the first
Distriet, contributed $648.00. From this gross income about $400 have been
paid into the Grand Charity Fund, This fund was incorporated in 1816, The
Grand Lodge laid a tax of one dollar on each initiate, for the increase of this
fund, and fixed the minimum fee for initiation at $19.00. At this period -the
annual fee from a subordinate Lodge to the Grand Lodge was $8.00—and for
each candidate $3,00—which included the tax of $1.00 for the Grand Charity
Fund. : :

In antimasonic times the Grand Lodge reduced the annual fee to $4.00. In
1843, the fee for each candidate was raised to $3.50, Since that time, the &
nual fee has been raised to $6.00, and the fee for each eandidate to $5.00. Of
this sum of five dollars, one is a tax upon the candidate and not upon the Lodge.
The Grand Lodge grant a diploma and certificate, free of expense, for which
the subordinate Lodges usually charge $1.75, making $2.75—leaving only $2.25
as a tax to the Grand Lodge, on each candidate.

In addition to the $400 paid from the revenue of last year to the Grand Char
ity Fund, about five hundred dollars, have been appropriated to objects of charity,
and in answer to applications from abroad. After defraying the ordinary expen
ses of the Grand Lodge a large portion of the balance was appropriated, at the
last meeting, to the payment, in part, of the debt which the Grand Lodge owes
to the Grand Charity Fund for monies received in those trying times, when the
income of the Grand Lodge fell far short of meeting its necessary expenses. I
chief reliance at this period was upon the Grand Charity Fund, which leaned for
this purpose (in additionto its previous loans,) at one time, the sum of fiftees hun.
dred dollars. This indebtedness we are in honor bonud to discharge. Itistobe
borne in mind that applications for charity are made to the Grand Lodge from all

“parts of the"State, and it is important that we should have the means of meetieg
“these applications with a degree of liberality that shall promptly relieve the dir
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tressed and demonstrate to the world, that our professions of charity are some-
thing more than a pretence.

In connection with the matter of finances, it is proper to state that our Temple
is still encumbered with a heavy mortgage. I need not say that it is for the inter-
est of the Institution in this Commonwealth, to remove this encumbrance as soon
as practicable. The income from the rent of the several apartments last year
was only sufficient to pay its expenses and the interest on the mortgage. There has
been a very considerable falling off in the rent of thg large lecture room, owing
to the increase of commodious public halls in the city. The several Masonic
Institutions pay for the use of the Masonic apartments one thousand dollars a
year ; this is exclusive of gas and fuel. It is evident that no reliance can be
placed upon the income arising from rents, to discharge this indebtedness. This
subject commends itself to the consideration of all who feel an interest in the
prosperity of the Fraternity. If the income of the Grand Lodge can be main-
tained at the present point, we shall be enabled to do something towards the cone
summation of this object. It should be understood that this Temple is the prop-

erty of the Grand Lodge, and not the property of the Lodges in this city. They
meet here only because it is convenient for them to do so, for which they pay an
annual rent. They are at liberty to remove at any time when it may suit their
convenience. When our Brethren come up from the different parts of the Com-
monwealth to attend the meetings of the Grand Lodge, they should feel that
here, within these walls, they are not visitors, but are at home in their own Tem»
ple. o
Allow me in conclusion, to call your attention 1o the importance of carrying
out more fully the practical charities jof our Institution. Let us show to the
world, by our doings, that our professions are founded in true principles.

Let us so live in this world, that we fail not to hear from Him, who shall judge
us according to our deeds, the welcome words: “ Well done good and faithful
servant, thou hast been faithful in a few things, I will make thee ruler over many
things, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.”

MASONIC CORRESPONDENCE.

. Natches, Jan. 31, 1853.
Dzar Br. Moorx :—The Grand Lodge of the State of Mississippi was closed on

the night of the 21st inst., after a pleasant session of four days, The following
is a list of the Grand Officers for the present year :—

Joseph W. Speight, Aberdeen, M. W. Grand Master.
James A. Chapman, Paulding, R. W. G. 8, W,
Richard Cooper, Raleigh, R, W. G. J. W.
Rev. William H. McCur(‘!z, Decatur, M, R. G. Chap.
B. Yandell, Jackson, R. W..G. Trea. ’
William P, Mellen, Natchez, R. W. G. Sec.
John R. Dickens, Belmont, R, W. G. 8. D.
George M. Powell, Yazoo City, R. W. G. J. D.
John 8. Ward, Panola, R. W. G. Marshal.
R. B. Rooner, Vicksburg, R. W. G. 8. B.
‘E. B. Harvey, Ellisville, R. W. G, P,

eorge W. Johnson, G. 8. & T.
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L. V. Dixon, Esq. received the appointment of Dep. Grand Master.

There was an unusually large attendance of members. Owing to the dangerous
condition of the Masonic Hall in Jackson, the sessions of the Grand Lodge were
held in the Senate Chamber. Heretofore you are aware, the Grand Lodge has been
held at Natchez, and that this is the first Grand Communication at Jackson.

Our Constitution as amended, fixes the sessions at Jackson, unless the Grand
Lodge shall determine to meet at some other point at the session then following.

The Grand Secretary still holds his office at Natchez.

@bituary.
THE LATE R. W. BR. FERDINAND E. WHITE.

Be. Crarres W. Mook :—At a meeting of St. John’s Lodge, on the evening of
Feb. 7th, the following preamble and resolutions were offered by Br. WinsLow
Lzwis, and I was authorized by a vote of the Lodge to prepare a copy for your
¢ Masonic Magazine,” and ask its insertion.

' Fraternally yours, \
- Carnvin Warring, Sec’y.

8ince our last meeting a “gentl& spirit” has passed away, has taken its upward
flight to dwell forever in the * bosom of its Father and its God ;” there to associate
with kindrad excellence, there to reap the rewards of a well spent life,—there, di+
vested of the dross of frail mortality, its cares and its-sorrows, to wear the unfad-
ing garments of an undying eternity, and to live forever in realms of light and ever-
lasting bliss.

It behoves us, my Brathren, to pause, and seize even from the bitterness of our
loss, those fruits which are dropped even in the harvest of the grand spoiler death.
We may thus even render sweet the uses of adversity, and our lost Brother in his
transit from earth may leave a radiance in his track which may serve to guide and
direct, and still be a beacon light te cheer and apimate us in our devious course.
So mote it be !

Ferpixanp E. WarTe is no longer our Brother on earth. He left us on the 4th
of last month to join a nobler association on high.

To delineate his character, which hore the impress af so many excellencies and
which has called forth so extended, so diffused a regret in our community, is not 8
diffieult nor unwelcome task. His virtues were of the mild, unobtrusive and quiet
kind, which gently, though powerfully, win the heart,there to be fixed securely and
firmly. :

From him, was felt that no bitterness could proceed—there was no acrimony
manifested in his composition ; gentlensss and mildness and the word which turn-
eth away anger were his strongest weapons in life’s varied actions. How well he
has fought the good fight hera & whole community bear witness, and what a proud
epitaph, that he incurred neither envy nor ill will, and that if he ever had an en-
emy, such aon e was never known. As one of our Fraternal band, what can we add
that is better or more true of him, than the beautiful tribute from the public jour-
nal, * that he was as true and faithful a Brother as ever toak upon, himself the obli-
gations of Freemasonry. He was not ambitions of titular distinetions ; but such
honors as the society could bestow weze eagerly placed: baftre him for acceptance,
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and no man on whom the duties and responsibilities of office were laid, ever ful-
filled the requirements of official stations with more dignified deportment and con-
scientious devotion to duty. By his death the genius of Freemasonry has lost one
of the brightest and loveliest jewels in her crown.”

To this Ledge in particular, how devoted have been his services, how beneficial
his influences. At much personal sacrifice, he has given us his presence, and at
four different periods has he presided as its Master. He here was received into
Masonry in 1812, forty years ago: became a member in 1814, was its first officer
from 1819 to 1822, from 1826 to 1828, from 1830 to 1831, and from 1846 to 1848—

_ making eight years of peculiar devotion, and at every call receiving the unanimous
vote of the Lodge. And with what grace and acceptance were his functions per-
formed ; with what mildness and suavity was his every act. The very tones of his
voice breathed of gentleness, mildness and peace. Discord and acrimony were
hushed in his presence, and the benignant spirit of Brotherly love seemed to hover

* around and radiate from his warm and feeling heart. It was diffused to us, we were
brought into a spiritual centralizing communion, we felt that it was good for us to
have been here, safe from the asperities of the outer world, and here * mingling into
bliss.” He has gone, his bodily presence has left us, but the undying influences of
his character and eXample still are ours,—still to excite us in our labors of love and
fraternal duty ; still to whisper peacein our halls. May we emulate his virtues
here, so that we may rejoin him above.

Thus to Heaven we may still look forward—

Heaven, where the lost are found ;

‘Where the shackles of eartbly grandeur

Fan off on the holy ground ;

‘Where the spirit at last enfranchised .
May suile at its broken chain ;

‘Where love is intense as holy—

To give us our friend again.

Worcester, Feb. 5, 1853.

At a regular communication of Morning Star Lodge, held at their Hall, Feb, 1,

,5853, the following resolutions on the death of our aged Brother, Dea. Arrrzus
MzrririELD, Were unanimously adopted :—

Whereas it has been the will of the great Architect of the Universe, to suddenly
remove from time to eternity, our venerable friend and Brother, Dea. Alpheus Mer-
rifield, esteemed not only as a noble and useful citizen, but as a worthy Brother,
whose cardinal principles, not only in profession but inpractice, were Friendship,
Morality and Brotherly Love—

Resolved, Therefore, that in the death of Br. Merrifield society has been deprived
of one of its best and most useful members, and Masonry one who has long cher-
ished the noble principles of our Order.

Resolved, That we sincerely simpathize with the bereaved widow and relatives
of our deceased Brother, in the irreparable loss which they have sustained in his
death.

Resolved, That the Secretary of this Lodge be directed to forward a copy of
these resolutions to the widow of our deceased Brother, and also to the editor of the
Freemasons’ Monthly Magazine, for publication.

: Hzxzy EKazx,
Secretary of Hormg Star Eotge.
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Graxp Lobar or Louvisiaxia.—The G.
Lodge of Lounisiana commenced its annual
communication at New Orleans, on the 17th
Jan., and closed on the 31st,—during which
time much local business of interest was
transacted, the most important of which, in
some respects, was the purchase of the Com-
mercial Ezchange, at the corner of Perdids
and St. Charles streets, for the purposes of a
Masonic Hall. Our correspondent states the
cost at $56,000. .

Thirtysix Liodges were represented on the
first day of the session, We learn from the
Grand Secretary’s Report, that there are sev-
entyfive Lodges under the Jurisdiction, a
large proportion of which seem to be in a
flourishing condition. The returns of thirty-
nine Lodges show the following results for
the past year :—Affiliated 147 ; initiated 293 ;
rejected 60; suspended 21; expelled 2 ; re-
instated 3 ; died 31; demitted 90.

Br. Barnett having, in consequence of his
business engagements, declined r reelection
as Grand Secretary, which office he has fill-
ed for the past two or three years with ex.
emplary courtesy and ability, we are happy
to perceive that our excellent and talented
Brother Joux GepaE has been placed in that
responsible office. A better choice it would
have been difficult to make.

The crowded state of our pages does not
admit of a more extended notice of the pro-
ceedings the present month.

- (@~Among other matters crowded out of
our pages the present month, is the usual
poetical contribution by Br. Barker. Itshall
appear in our next.

1A correspondent under date San Fran-
cisco, California, Dec. 31, says, ‘* We have
been gbing on prosperously for the past year
in our Chapter—have done a large amount
of work, and much more on hand. The re-
gipier’n’ts are all worthy and excellent mem-
ers.

&rOur correspondent at Keytesville, Mo.,
informs us that Warrex Lopee in that

lace, continues to maintain its deservedly
ﬁigh rank among the brightest and best
Lodges in the State. It ought to do so for
its name’s sake.

(05" Brother Heman Greene, of St. Albans
Vt.,is an agent for the Trestle-Board, and

them on sale.

Gaanp Logae or MioriGaN. — Making
Masons at Sight.—This Grand Body at its
late annual session, adopted its new Con#ti-
tution, which has been for sometime under
consideration, after having made a variety of
amendments—among them one depriving P.
Masters of the privilege of voting in Grand
Lodge, and another denying to the G. Mas-
ter the rightto *“ make Masons af sight’—
a power which he has heretofore exercised.
This is an example which it might be wise
for all Grand Lodges to imitate, or at least
such of them as may have heretofore favored
the existence of such a power in the Grand
Master.

A —

03 The Address on the hundredth anni-
versary of the Initiation of Gen. Washing-
ton, was delivered at the Masonic Temple,
in this city, on the 22d Feb., by Rev. Br.
ALcEg, of Roxbury, in the presence of a large
audience of Brethren and ladies. We have
barely space this month to say that the ad-
dress wasa highly finished and masterly
performance. e shall notice the occasion
more particularly in our next.

A correspondent writes as follows :—
¢ Masonry was never more prosperous with
us than at the present time. The intelligent
and educated men of the State are turning
their attention to it. Your Magazine is do-
ing good work wherever it is read, and I am
happy to see that you have not gone into the
picture speculation. That is a gudgeon
which more properly belongs to the * flash
literature’ of the day, than to  staid old Ma-
sonry,’ which eschews all such modern in-
ventions. If we cannot have the sukstance
don’t mock us with the shadow.”

its annual communication in the Se
Chamber, at Jackson, on the 17th January.
The attendance was unusually large. A
correspondent informs us that the work was
exemplified before the Grand Lodge, by R.
W. Br. W, H. Stevens, of Vicksburg, inan
able and satisfactory manner.

05" The Grand Lodge of Mississippi held
nate

I3 Our pages have been so much crowded
for two or three months past, that we have
found ourselves reluctantly compelled to pass
over a large amount of matters which should
otherwise have received attention. We hope
to be able to attend to them at an early day.

Iy We notice that our contemporaries are
R:})Iishin an article on ‘ Masonry in the

iddle Ages,” and crediting it to ihe Lon-
don Review. The article originated in our
pages.
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ORIGIN OF ROYAL ARCH CHAPTERS—ABROAD
AND AT HOME. A

Taoven generally supposed to be of modern origin, at least as a dis-
tinct organization, there is a remarkable degree of doubt and obscurity
hanging over the history of Royal Arch Masonry. The earliest printed
notice of the degree known to be in existence is contained in the Ahiman
Rezan, published by Laurence Dermott, in London, subsequently to the es-
tablishment of the schismatic Grand Lodge in 1736. But this authority is
#o unreliable that, like the notice itseif, it is of but little consequence in
establishing any fact, other than that the existence of a degree or cere-
mony, denominated the Royal Arch, was at that time known to him, or had
previously been created by him. In a kind of catechetical address to his
readers, he asks—* Whether it is possible to initiate or introduce a modern
Mason into the Royal Arch Lodge (the very essence of Masonry), with-
out making him go through ancient ceremonies ?”* To this inquiry, as
if distrusting the ability of his readers, he himself gives a negative an-
swer. This is the earliest notice of the Royal Arch degree in print.
What does it prove ? * If the authority were worth any thing, we should
say that it indicates the previous existence of the degree, as a distinct
part of the original Masonic system ; which the body denounced by Der-
mott as modern Masons,—that is, the true and lawful Grand Lodge of
England,—had unauthorizedly rejected and discarded. But of this he
does not accuse that body,—as, in his bitter hatred, he would not have
failed to do, had the fact been as intimated. Neither is it passible that so

#Mbdern, was a 1erm applied in derision hy Dermott and his followers, to the constitas
tional Grand Lodge of Englsnd, while they preposterously appropriated to themeelves the
appeliation of anciens. . * 21 - : B
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important a change in the ritual could have escaped the notice of contem-
porary writers. It is safe, therefore, to assume that there were no grounds
for such an accusation, and that the lawful Grand Lodge of England knew
nothing about the degree, as a distinct organization, or compunent part of
the ancient Masonic system. It is certain that no mention is made of it
in any of the proceedings of that body, nor by any of the Masonic writers of
that period.

But as the question asked by Dermott, is worthy of the jesuitical reputa-
tion of its author, it may not be uninteresting to examine it a little further.
He does not say,—though the intimation is so strongly put that its intent
cannot be mistaken,—that the Lodges with which he was identified, prac-
tised ‘‘ ancient ceremonies,” as legitimate parts of ancient Craft Masonry,
which the modern Masons had improperly rejected ; and that, as a conse-
quence, had rendered themselves incompetent to initiate a candidate into the
“Royal Arch Lodge,”—as they had formerly donc. He does not say
this in words; neither does he say that the moderns ever possessed such a
" Lodge, or the degree appropriate to such a body. Such an assertion,
openly made, would have been taxing the credulity of even his owa fol-
lowers, beyond the point of endurance. It would have been met with a
prompt denial by the lawful Grand Lodge ; for no such body had ever
formed a “constituent part of its system, nor had any such degree ever
been officially recognized by it. It was a body of ancient Craft Masons ;_
and it neither knew nor culiivated any other description of Masonry.
Had Dermott been driven to an explanation of his own question, he would
probably have avoided the consequences by saying, that a modern Mason
could not be initiated into a *“ Royal Arch Lodge,” without passing
through * ceremonies” which had been instituted by the ¢ ancient’” Ma.
sons. The correctness of this nobody would have questioned, any more
than the palpable truth that all persons who were ‘made Masons in what he
denominated the ancient Lodges, were made in an unauthorized and clan-
destine manner. Such an explanation of his meaning, while its truth
would have been controverted by none, would have rendered unnecessary
the postulate of Dr. Oliver, that Dermott and his associates were the au-
thors of the Royal Arch system, as then practised in their Lodges.* Br.
Oliver does not suppose them to have been the authors of the essentials
of the degree. These may or may not have existed for ages before their

*]t is more probable that the degree assumed its present distinct form in the hands of
DrAssigney, und that Dermott received it from him, and incorporated it into his system.
When first introduced in England, its character was kept a profound secret, and it was con-
ferred under the strictest injunciions of secrecy, as to where and by whom the ceremonies
were performed. Inthis, the promulgators of it followed the example of Ramsay. Itseemsa
also, to bave been at first confined to the Past Masters of the anvient, or spurious Lodges.
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time. They may even, as suggested by our late learned Brother Dr. Cru-
cifix, at some unknown period, have been instituted and received as * tho
perfection of the third degree.”” But there is not a particle of evidence
to show the independent and separate existence of the degree, or of a
“ Royal Arch Lodge” in England, prior to the Masonic * schism” at
London, in the early part of the last century, and the consequent estab-
lishment, by the schismatics, of the spurious Grand Lodge, presump-
tuously denominated ¢ ancient Masons.” Whether the essentials of the
degree, as now praclised, ever formed a constituent element of the
third degree, it is not our present purpose to inquire. Our businessis with
the degree as a distinct ceremony and organization. ' .
In a French work entitled “ La Magonnerie considerée comme le re-
sultat des Religions Egyptienne, Juive et Chretienne” (by M. Reghel-
lini de Schio), it is said—* un des reformateurs les plus accredités fut le
Chevalier Ramsay, Ecossais ; il crea, in 1728, un nouveau rite : aux trois
Grades Symboliques, il cn ajouta quatre autres, basés sur de nouvelles in-
stitutions et doctrines: 1°. L’Ecossais ; 2°. Le Novice; 3°. Le Chev.
du Temple, enfin le 4°. et le dernier des sept etait le Royal Arche, sous
'embleme duquel I’Eglise est toujours symbolisée.” Our author has here
fallen into an error. It is not true that Ramsay had any thing to do with
the Royal Arch degree.* But if he had, then this writer shows the exist~
ence of such a connection between Royual Arch and Templar Masonry,
as that the two Orders were formeily praciised under one and the same
authority and organization. To this effect we have other and more relia-
ble testimony. Says an intelligent Scotch writer—* In Scotland, as well
as in England and Ireland, there has always been a close connection be-
tween Royal Arch Masonry and Masonic Templarism ; and not many
years have elapsed since these were first placed under distinct governing
bodies.” The same writer informs us that in 1795, ¢ several Templar,
Encampments in Scotland, applied to Ireland for Charters; all of which
granted the privilege of conferring the Royal Arch degrees. These
Charters,” he adds, « were granted by private bodies, themselves without
any valid title.” It would appear, therefore, that as late as 1795, the

*Ramsay’s system consisted of the three degrees of Lcossais, Novice, and Knight Temp-
lar,only. If he ever invented a Royal Arch degree, which is very doubtful, no traces of
it now remain. His Templar degree is not that practised in Encampments at the present
day. He was a warm partizan of James IL; and it was with a view to further his master's
designs, hy converting the Masonic Lodges into political engines, that he attempted to intro-
duce-his-system into England. It was, however, promptly rejected by the English. Brethren.
He then went to France, where he was subsequently followed by tbe Pretender, and where,
bo cultivated and promulgated his degrees, with great success. He pretended that he re-
ceived them from the East, and that they originated with, or were discovered by, the Crusa-

ders, : ' ' .
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Royal Arch was conferred in Irsland, as an appendant or ¢ side. degree™
of the Encampments ; while, on the other hand, we' bave plenary evi-
denoe, that both in England and Scotland, it was then, and had been for
more than half a eentury, attached to the Lodges.* If we may oredi¢
this writer to the full extent of his statement, the degree was at one time
" mtached to the English Encampments. But of this we have no satisfac-
tory evidence. Indeed it would be not a little remarkable ~-admitting the
degree ‘to be as: Dermott ¢laims, the “ very essence of Masonry,”-that

he, whe in his life time seems to have possessed the entire control of it,.

and had fostered it in his own Lodges as a part of his system, should
have consented, or countenanced its transfer to another and modesn bedy,
to which it bears no affinity,and is in some respects practicaily opposed.
We think our Seotch Brother is mistaken. But howerver this fact may be, the-
degree does not appear to have had a separate organized existencein Eng-
land until about the year 1782, when it was recegnized. by the legitisnate
Masenic authorities, and- constitutional rules and regulations were adopted

for its future government. This measure resulted in the establishment of .

the present.Supreme Royal Arch Chapter of England. From this time, it
is probable, Chapters took the place of Royal Arch Ledges, and the present
English system came into being.t It may be proper to remark here,
as showing the position which Royal Arch and Templar Masonry sustaim
in England, that for nearly the whole of the long teri that the late Duke
of Sussex filled the office of Grand Master of the Grand l.edge, he was,
en-officio, First Priucipal of the Supreme Chapter, and Grand Prier of
the Grand Encampment of England. He thus brought the whole Ma-
sonic system of England under one official head. The Grand Lodge how-
ever has never recogaized either the Chapters or Encampments as parts
of ancient Craft Masonry. The Pennsylvania system, if we understand
it, is somewhat analogous to this. Though the Grand Master is not, we
think, ez-officio, Grand Migh Priest of the Grand Chapter; yet the Grend
Lodge sustains a.controlling power over the Chapters within its jurisdie~
tion. It formerly did more than this, and recognized in its Constitutions,

the doctrine, that ¢ the. members of the Grand Lodge, and of all warran~:

ted Liodges, so far as they have abilities and numbers, have an-undoubted
right to exercise dll degrees of the ancient Craft, and consequently the
Royal Arch.” This was the doctrine of Dermott ; and it was the rule of
his own practice. The Grand Lodge has since changed its practice, and
we presumo its opinions, in this respect.

*We of course refer to the sputious Lodges in England.

" tItis possible the term Chapter may have been occanonally cmp]oyed a lmle e‘\'her
than this 3 but we have no evidence of it in our possession.

-,
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The course of Royal Arch Masonry in Ireland (the birth place of Der .
mott, and the seat of his enrly Masonic career), has not been very diffex-
ent from its course in England. They were streams from the same foun-
tain. Nor is there any essential difference in the present relations of the .
degree in the two countries, though there are essential differences in the
character of the rituals.

The earliest record we have of the degree in Scotland, is in 1743, It.
was then conferred in a * Royal Arch Lodge” attached to the Ancient:
Craft Lodge at Sterling—probably under the rule given by Dermott
for the government of the Lodges in Pennsylvania, as cited above. This
required no other authority than that of a Lodge warrant, with < abilities'
and numbers,” to confer the degree. It was undoubtedly by this teoure
that the L.odges at that time held the degree, not only in England, Ireland:
ard Seotland, but, at a later period, in this country. The Grand Chapter.
of Scotland was established in 1818, when Charters were issued to ail the-
old « Royal Arch Lodges.” At that time they wese efficially and laww
fally recognized by the distinctive appeliation of Chapters.

It is not altogether certain by whom .or at what precise peviod the de«
gree was first introduced into this country. It-is however certain that it
did not come over with the first Lodges. The constitutional Grand Lodge
of England, as we have ssen., did not recognize its existence ~certainly
not as a part of its system,—at thet early period. It has beem snid thet.
Moses Michsel Hays* introduced it from France, under-the authority. of
a patent dated Dec. 6, }778. But this is not true. -The earliest yocord:
we find of it--and which is. probably the date of its introduation ‘into:
America—is in 1969, In that year the.degtee was.conferred in Baston,
ina* Royal ArchLodge,” attached we think to $t. Andrew’s Lodge. The
ritual was probably obtained from Scotland, on the application of such.
members of that Lodge as were Royal Arch Masons, aided by such other
members of the Military Lodges No. 58 on the Registry of Eagland, and.
No. 322 on the Registry. of Ireland, then stationed in Boston,.as possessed
the necessary qualifications to take charge of it. Having thus complied
withrthe condition of the rule as to * abilities and nwmbers,” the petitioners
required no other authority than the warrant of any Ledge to which they
might attach themselves, to enable them to confer the degree in.am aus:
thorized mammer. That St. Andrew’s Lodge enabled them to fulfil this
lust condition of the rule, and that the degree was obtained through the

*Hays was an Israelite, and at one time Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of this State,
Unlike some of his Brethren at the present day, the Christian references in the ritual were
1 stumbling bloek” to. Ais conscience.

St . RN
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agency of itse members, we think will appear in the sequel, though the re-
cord, like most records of that day, is vexztiously at fault.

It was on the united petition of the three Lodges above named, thata
commission was ¢btained, in 1769, from the Grand J.odge of Scoiland,
appointing Gen. Josersr Warren Grand Master * for Boston, and within
one hundred miles of the same.”” Warren was a favorite with the offi-
cers of the British regiment then stationed in Boston, and on terms of in-
timate friendship with them in his social and Masonic relations. To this
circumstance is to be attributed the otherwise inexplicable fact,that an
English Lodge should unite with a Scotch and Irish Lodge, in petitioning a
forcign Grand Lodge, for the appointment of a Grand Master for a Ma-
sonic: Province alréady preoccupied by its parent body, and over which that
parent claimed exclusive jurisdiction.* Warren was a member of St
Andrew’s Lodge. He was there made a Mason. ‘These three Lodges
were therefore closely connected by the ties of friendship. St. Andrew’s
was a Scotch Lodge, and would naturally look to its friends in Scotland
for whatever it might desire in the prosécution of its duties. It held no
intercourse with Dermott or his Grand Lodge at London ; neither did the
lawful Grand Lodge of England, authorize the conferring of the Royal
Arch degree by the Lodges under its jurisdiction. It may therefore, we
think, be safely assumed that the ritual, dnd whatever authority might have
been deemed necessary for the lawful working of the degree in this coun-
try, cmanated directly from Scotland in 1769, and came out with the com-
mission appointing Gen. Warren Grand Master * for Boston, and within
ono hundred miles of the same.” Another circumstance which may per-
haps be entitled to some weight as corroborative of this opinion is, that the
degrees originally conferred in this early * Royal Arch Lodge,” corres-
pond in number and name with the degrees which were then conferred in
similar bodies in Scotland, and which are now recognized as the regular
constitutional degrees by the present Grand Chapter of Scotland, namely,
the Excellent, Super Excellent, and Royal Arch.t In confirmation of the
other opinion, that the degree was obtained through the agency of members
of St. Andrew’s Lodge, and in the manner stated, it may be mentioned,
that the principal officers of the new body, at its first organization, were
composed of members of that Lodge. Among them were the first Mas-

*The original Grand Lodge of Massachusetts refused to acknowledge or hold intercourse
with St. Andrew’s Lodge, for many years after its establishment, on the ground that the
Grand Lodge of Scotland, in granting it a charter, had unlawfully infringed upon its juris-
diction. *

1The arrangement of the Degrees in the Chapters in this country, is of American origins
and an unfortunate one it is, inasmuch as it virtually separates us from all intercourse with
foreign Chapters and Companions.
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ter, Junior Warden, Secretary and Tyler.* Again :—The Lodge, says the
record, held its meetings in “the hall of St. Andrew’s Lodge, at the
Green Dragon Tavern.” This is strong testimony ; and we think may
be .regarded as conclusive of the fact, that it was originally attached to
that Lodge, and worked under the implied sanction of its warrant,—as
required by the rule previously given.
It was in this memorable hall and in this Lodge, that Gen. WARREN,—
who, as we have before intimated, had probably interested himself in the
establishment of the Lodge,—was, on the 14th May, 1770, made a Royal
Arch Mason. The Lodge continued to hold its meetings at regular in-
tevvals until 1773 ; when, in consequence of the breaking out of the revo-
lutionary war, they were suspended until 1789. In that year they were
resumed ; and it is worthy of remark, that at the first meeting after the
resumption of its labors, we find the three principal officers designated as
a\ present, namely, H. P., K., and S.+ In 1793, the Mark MasTerR's de-
gree was added to those previously corferred in the Lodae, and an appro-
priate mark-plate and book were procured.} In the following year, tho
Lodge took the name of ‘“St. Andrew’s Royal Arch Chapter.”§ This
name it still bears, with honor 1o itself and its position, as probably the
original and oldest Chapter in America. In 1798, it was one of the con-
stituent Chapters in the organization of the Grand Chapter of Massachu-
setts. From this body in 1800, it received its present Charter,—having
previously, as we have seen was the early practice, held its meetings and
done its work, under an implied sanction of the warrant of the Lodge
whose name it subsequently assumed. We should hardly admit the suffi-
ciency of such a power at the present day, but it seems then to have an-
swered the purpose.

Such, so far as we are informed, is the origin of Royal Arch Chapters,
and the beginning of Royal Arch Masonry in America.

*Seven members were then, as now in Scotiand, required to open and work a Royal Arch
Lodge. The officers in the record, at the first meeting, were designated asiu a Craft Lodge.
In a subsequent record the presiding officer is called the “R. A. Master.” The present
Chapter titles were not then in use,

+This is also, we believe, an Americanism. The titles are cemmly different from those
of corresponding officers in England, Scotland, &c.
1t does not appear at what time the Super-Excelleat degree was discarded.

§The Eoglish R. A. Constitution was adopted about the year 1782. This prohably sug-
gested the alteration in the title, and led to a change in the relations of the body, from that
of dependence as a [.o.ige, to independence as a Chapter, ’
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OUR PRESENT DANGER.

AN intelligent and influential Brother, who stands deservedly high in the
esteem of his Brethren in Mississippi, and not less so wherever else his
services and worth as a Mason are known, writes as follows :—

¢“We are certainly in the highest condition of prosperity in this State ; but whether
our very prosperity does not contain the elements of destruction, is a grave ques-
‘tion. My own opinion is, that we are driving along recklessly, and that the *in-
ner door” of our temple is not properly guarded. In our great anxiety to swell our
numbers, we witness ‘‘ suspension of the By-Laws’'—' cases of emergency,” and
see or hear of initiations in the morning, when at sun-down the evening before, it
was not known that the initiated were petitioners. You speak monthly to thou--
sands of our Brotherhood, and I urge you to continue your voice and influence
"dgainst this ruinous praetice. Too many new Lodges are created, and too memy
‘persons are admitted into them, and that in too great haste. The word “ emex-
geney,” is doing great mischief wherever it is found inserted in the By-Laws of our
 Lodges.”

The source fromn which the above comes to us, is of a character to leave
no doubt of the entire correctness of the statements it contains, These
indicate a looseness -of prasctice, not more dangerous in its consequences,
-than in derogation of the laws and well defined usages of the Institution.
Our correspondent is right in his apprehension, that in view of such a
-condition of things, our Liodges are  driving along recklessly, and that the
¢ inner door’ of our temple is net properly guarded.” The sentinel is in~
deed removed from his post, and the gates of the citadel are thrown
-wide open to the approach and depredations of the enemy. A prosperity,
.binsed on such a culpable disregard of the gonservative rules of safety,
does indeed “contain the elemenis of destruction,”—elemenis which
must, as an inevitable consequence, if nurtured and warmed into life,
_sooner or later manifest themselves in the depteciation of the character,
the influence, and ‘high social and moral position which our lostitution has
attained and _preéminenily enjoys. lis bitterest enemies can. ask no
more ample assurance of a speedy and certain realization of their worst
hopes and desires, than that the “ ancient barriers” which, century after
century, have protected it against the insidious approaches of the unwor-
thy, and preserved its altar-fires unquenched, shall be broken down and
destroyed. If this calamity is ever to befall it, it can only happen through
the reckless instrumentality of indiscreet and over-zealous friendship.
While it has nothing to fear from the assaults of its enemies without, it
has much to apprehend from the indiscretion of its friends within. This
truth is emblazoned upon every page of its history, and should be re-
ceived as the voice of the past, speaking to the present.

They mistake the nature of the Masonic Institution, who estimate its
strength by its numbers, or measure its prosperity by the length of the
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roll of its initiates. These are not the standards by which either the one
or the other is to be determined. Its strength is in its principles, and its
prosperity in the character of its members. lIts principles are strong only
as they are rightly interpreted and truthfully applied. A good principle
in the bands of a bad man, may be applied to vicious purposes, and be-
come an instrument of evil. The bad perverts and destroys the good.
On the contrary, a good principle receives strength and vitality in the
hands of the virtuous and prudent. The former may deceive and pros-
per for a season ; but in the latter only, are to be found the true elements
of a certain and permanent prosperity. The one is true, the other false.
One will involve our Institution in dishonor, if not in ruin,—the ather will
command for it the silence of the bad, and the confidence of the good.
Between these we are to choose. If we would keep our principles
in the hands of good men, and thus secure their purity, and the conse-
quent prosperity of our Institution, we must permit none but men of hon-
orable character, of tried principles, and inflexible integrity, to pass within
the doors of our Lodges. Our established usages must be observed—our
laws enforced. There is no other rule of safety.

The * suspension of by-laws,” is the abrogation of them for the time
being. Laws that may be abrogated at the will of a majority of the
Lodge, are a nullity. They afford neither security to business—nor pro-
tection to the minority. Against such an abuse of power, all properly
drawn Constitutions of Grand Lodges provide. Let a violation of this
provision be followed, as it should be, by a revocation of the charter of
a Lodge, and this pregnant evil will cease to exist. .The Grand Lodge
. that fails in its duty in this respect, is derelict to itself and to the whole
Fraternity. . '

“ Cases of emergency” are exceptions, not a rule, and do not properly
belong in the By-Laws of a Lodge. The ultimate power to determine
their necessity, and to provide for them, belongs to the executive officers
of the Grand Lodge, not to the subordinate Lodge. If the officer fails in
his duty, and grants his dispensations improperly, the responsibility lies
with him, not with the Lodge. He may be unworthy of his place; but
the Lodge is not at fault, if it act under his commission. The propriety
of vesting such a power in the hands of any officer, other than the Grand
Master, may be of doubtful expediency. But the practice exists ; and the
Lodges are ever ready to avail themselves of the dispensing power,—
frequently, too frequently, when they would more truly subserve their own
interest and the interest of the Institution, by allowing the petition to take
its natural and proper course. This is a matter however entirely, or it

22
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should be, under the control of the Grand Lodge. If evil arise from an
abuse of the power, the remedy is with that body.

The most serious evil to which our cosrespondent refers, is the making
of Masons without previous notice, proposition or inquiry. He does
not inform us whether this is done by dispensation, or at the option of the
Lodge. In either case it is a dangerous practice. If done without the
consent and authority of the dispensing power, it is in violation of all Ma-
sonic law and usage, and calls for the interposition of the authority of the
Grand Lodge. Nothing but evil can come from such.a practice. No
initiation, under any circumstances, however urgent, should be allowed
to take place without previous notice to the members of the Lodge.
There can be no real necessity for a different course. The notice which
calls the Lodge together, should carry to the members the name of every
cgndidate on whose application for admission they will be required to act,
when assembled. No dispensation for work ought to be granted on any
other condition. It is the. most that can properly be asked of the dispens-
ing power, and the least that can, with any show of propriety, be required
of the Lodge.

We cannot close this brief paper better than in the words of the esti-
mable Brother who presides over the Grand Lodge of this Common-
wealth, as given in our last number. * The fact that all men in this evil
world speak well. of us,” he says, ‘“is no very promising omen. The
rapid increase of numbers, not unfrequently begets a morbid desire for
still larger accessions, and when such a passion becomes fixed, the most
disastrous effects are sure to follow. Some of the Lodges have been,
during the past year, pressed with work ; having six or eight candidates
before them at one time. I must repeat the caution, which I took occa-
sion to give at our last annual meeting, touching the duty of investigating,
thoroughly, the moral qualifications of candidates and of exercising with
fearless fidelity, the right which belongs to the humblest member of the
Fraternity, of preventing, by his ballot, the admission of an unworthy can-
didate.”

These are words of wisdom, ¢ fitly spoken.” We commend them tothe
careful consideration of .all who feel a pride in the * good name,” and an
interest in the true prospenty, of our beloved Institution. The history of
the past.is full of warning, and its admonitions cannot be disregarded if
we would profit-by the lessons it teaches. The secret ballot. is designed
for the protection of the Lodges, and though the use of it may not always
be agreeable, there are cases when the neglect of it is the neglect of an
important duty.

.
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 GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

TH1s Grand Body held its quarterly communication in this city on thée
9th ult. The most important Business transacted was the adoption of a
report on the unfortunate difficulties which have arisen in the Grand

Lodge of California. The report will be found in subsequent pages, and
to it the reader is referred.

A report adverse to the reduction of the present fees pand by the Lodges

to the Grand Lodge was also adopted by a nearly unammous vote—three
Brethren only voting in the negative.

A report was also adopted, declining to comply with a request to issue
Circulars to the Lodges under the jurisdiction, soliciting pecuniary aid in
the erection of the National Monument at Washington, for the reason that
“ this Grand Lodge has heretofore contributed from iis‘funds towards the
erection of a Masonic Monument in memory of our ‘illustrious Brother

(Washington) ; and has also recommended to the Lodges under its ]urls-
diction to do likewise.”

The M. W. Grand Master announced in appropriate terms, the death of
the R. W. Feroinanp E. WaiTk, P. D. Grand Master, and suitable reso-
lutions, expressive of the love and esteem in which the deceased was held
by his Brethren, were adopted. The death of the excellent and faithful
Brather, Josiar Barpwin, late Grand Tyler, was noticed in appropriate

terms. The resolutions adopted on the occasion, will be found on-a suc-
ceeding page.

A charter was ordered to be issued to Baalbec Liodge ut East Boston.

This Lodge has been working the past year u'ﬁd'er dlspeusatlon, and its
returns show, with éminent success.”

The meeting was an active one, and a large amount of local business
was transacted, and thlS,-—Wlth the slight exception before noticed, -—thh
entire unanumty,-—as is ‘usual i in this Grand Lodge.

GRAND CHAPTER OF MAS.S“A.CHUSET.TS.

Tae Grand Chapter of this Commonwealth held a quarterly communi-
cation in this city, on the 8th ult. The business was entirely of a local
character, except that a petition for the return of the Charter of, Franklin
Chapter at Greenfield, was presented, and the prayer 'of the petitioners
granted. This Chapter has lain dormant for about twentyfive years, and
is now revived, on the petition of eleven of its original membors, and un-
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der circumstances which are regarded as favorable to its future. pros-
perity. ' .

The forenoon of the ensuing day was devoted to an exhibition of the
work and lectures, under the direction of the M. E. H. P., Companion
LoveLw, who is also one of the G. G. Lecturers. In the afternoon, a
Council of High Priests was opened, when five Companions, High Priests
of Chapters, were duly qualified. All these meetings were well attended,
and passed off agreeably, and it is believed, profitably to all who partici-
pated in them, .

_MASONRY IN CUMBERLAND, MARYLAND.

A CORRESPONDENT writes, that by a destructive fire at Cumberland,
Maryland, on the 14th January last, the commodious Masonic Hall at that
place was burned, with its contents. It was occupied by Cumberland
and Gilman Lodges, and was very neatly furnished. Our correspondent
adds, that it had not been used by either Lodge for sometime past—one
of those unaccountable apathies which occasionally manifest themselves
in certain localities, having seized upon our Brethren at that place. We
are not a little surprised at this latter fact, because the position of Cum-
berland, its increasing population, and the intelligence of its inhabitants,
are all favorable to the existence and ample support of one good and
thriving Lodge. And the conjecture may not be very wide of the truth,
that the cause of the apathy intimated by our correspondent, is probably
referable to the establishment of a second Lodge, at a time when the pe-
cessity for increased facilities did not exist. We have no assurance that
this is so; but we have so often witnessed the increase of Lodges be-
yond the demand for them, with like results, that on reading our corres-
pondent’s note, we could not avoid the conclusion suggested. If this be
the case, we trust our Brethren in Cumberland, in view of their recent mis-
fortune, will take the question into consideration, whether they cannot, by
uniting their energies, erect upon the ruins of the former bodies, a ¢ Cum-
‘berland Gilman Lodge,” that shall do honor to the place, and to the esti-
mable Brother whose name it will ,bear. We know there is no want of
Masonic talent among them, and we believe there is still enough of Ma-
sonic zeal left, to accomplish the object and sustain it, if both are unitedly
brought up to the work. We trust the attempt will be made. The result
cannot be doubtful -
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THE CALIFORNIA DIFFICULTTES.

Tuae following able and interesting Report on the recent difficulties in the
Grand Lodge of California, was adopted by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,
at its communication on the ‘gth March last.

‘ REPORT.

The Committee appointed to consider certain communications from the Grand
Lodge of California; also from the Grand Master of that Grand Lodge, have
attended to the duty assigned them, and ask leave to REporT :—

That these communications relate to various difficulti®s which have arisen there,
mainly, from their Grand Master having on his own authority, and without any
consultation with the Grand Lodge, made certain individuals Masons ; some of
whom had been rejected in subordinate Lodges. There wére also other char-

ges, and in order for this Grand Lodge to arrive at a clear understanding of the
matters in controversy, we proceed to give a brief summary thereof, together
with our understanding of the principles involved, and the action necessary in
the case. ' )

The action of the Grand Lodge of California, arose from a communication
made to that body by California Lodge, No. 1, dated August 12, 1852, and pur-
porting to be the Report of a Committee upon the difficulties between said Lodge
and the M. W. G. Master, Br. Hyam ; which Report, with certain Resolutions
attached, were by a vote of said Lodge, transmitted as a true statement of the
alleged grievances. Upon this, a special meeting of the Grand Lodge took
place at San Francisco, August 18, 1852 ; when the whole subject was referred
to a Committee, who reported August 19th a full statement, founded on four
charges against the M. W. Grand Master, which charges were as follows, viz :—

‘1. That Grand Master B. D. Hyam, on the night of the 25th of June last, as-
sembled several Master Masons, in a house not devoted to Masonic uses, and
there conferred the three degrees of Masonry upon an individual who had been
duly tejected as a candidate on the 3d day of tK€ some month, in California
Lodge, No. 1, in the presence of the Grand Master ; and that these degrees were
given purposely, in a covert manner, and in a spirit of malice toward the Lodge
in which the candidate had been so rejected.

“2, That the Grand Master on another occasion, and in a similar manner,
conferred the Masonic Degrees upon a candidate who had been rejected in
Mountain Shade Lodge, No. 18, receiving a fee of one hundred dollars therefor.

3. That on another occasion, in the near vicinity of working Lodges, the G.
Master, in known opposition to the wishes of the Fraternity, and without any
good reason, much less necessity for so doing, made Masons at willy receiving
fees for the work, and appropriating them to his own use. :

4, That the G. Master has entered a working Lodge as a visitor; interferred
with its proceedings ; refused to obey the gavel when called to order, and treat
the Master with the respect due to his office ; used language unworthy a Broth-
er, and otherwise conduocted in an unmasonic manner.”

To the first three charges the M. W. Grand Master answers, substantially,
that by the inherent prerogative of his office, he has power to make Masons at
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will ; that is, when he pleases and where he pleases; witliout consulting any
body, or becoming amenable to any power whatever. And to the fourth he an-
swers—that as Grand Master, having ¢ full authority and right not only to be pres-

ent, but to preside in any Lodge with the Master of the Lodge on his left hand,”
the charge of “disobedience to the Gavel” falls to the ground.; and as to the
unbecoming language, that was made to him and not by him. Some of these
answers seem to your Committee to involve important principles; and we
feel it our duty therefore, to examine them somewhat in detail ; and as in all
Masonic cases, principles or laws must be arrived at mainly through precedents,
it becomas necessary 1o see what these precedents are. )

There are difficulties in the case,—the authorities are not precise, the more
‘ancient ones agree mainly ; while some, one at least of the modern ones, differs
from the general view.

In the Grand Lodge of England, we find that the Regulation of 1663, under
the Grand Mastership of the Earl of St. Albans, provides that  no person shall be
made a Mason except in a regular Lodge; that is, as we understand it, a Lodge
formed and acting under the legitimate authority of the time. Before this, Ma-
sons seem to have been made at sight, without any special rules, and by any
competent Master or Warden. But, although the privilege of making Masons
at sight was untouched by that Regulation, the place where alone it could be
done, and the proper persons to do it, were distinctly specified. That is, ina
“regular Lodge, whereof one (Brother)to be Master, or Warden in the District
where such Lodge is kept, and another to be a Craftsman in Masonry.”’

We see in this regulation a necessary result of advancing civilization, and in-
crease in numbers of the Craft. The simple usages of other times, the unlim-
ited authority which was then safe, perhaps necessary, no longer answered their
purpose. Written laws took the place of traditions, and constitutional order, of
Patriarchal rule. : .

At the reorganization in 1717, the meaning of the words ‘ Regular Lodge,” ia
the above named Regulation, was defined to be a Lodge regularly chartered by
the Grand Lodge, on petition to that effect from Brethren in régular stand-
ing; and, with four exceptions of old Lodges then existing, all dthers were de-
clared irregular. A subsequent Regulation provided that “no Lodge should
ever make a Mason without due inquiry into his character; and also that no
Brother should be made and raised the same evening, without a dispensation
from the Grand Master. And they, as well as all regular Grand Lodges since,
so far as we know, understand this to mean, that a candidate must be propoeed
at one regular meeting, and stand over till the next ; and that his name, quality,
or professifin, and place of abode, shall be sent to all the members, -

This Regulation, special and precise upon all necessary points, as it certainly
is, would seem to have terminated the practice of making Masens at sight ; and
such, with an exeeption hereafter to be made, is the practice of the Grand Lodge
of England to this day.

Other authorities, less reliable, leave the matter apparently, but not really, ia
doubt. In a book called * Ahiman Rezon,” written by Laurence Dermott, Sec-
retary, and afterwards Deputy Grand Master of the illegal Grand Lodge of Los

- don, in the middle of the last century, and which was substantially reprinted
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by the authority of the Grend Lodge of Pennsylvania in 1781, it is rem rked
or it does not seem to be considered a Regulation, that ‘“the Grand Master has.
fall power (when the Grand Lodge is duly assembled) to make, or cause to be:
made, in his Worship’s presence, free and accepted Masons at sight, and this,
making is good ; but they cannot be made out of his Worship’s presence, (that is
when the Grand Lodge is not duly assembled,) without his written dispensation
for that purpose : which is also, your Committee would remark, the precise un-
derstanding and practice of this Grand Lodge.

This important paragraph is not to be found in the first London edition of that
work, but is said to be found in the edition of 1772, from which that published
by the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania was probably taken.

1t is unfortunate that some regular Masonic Bodies have followed this suppo-
sed first edition in leaving out the important paragraph before mentioned, as this
has been in all probability the main cause of the difficulties under dlscusslon, and
most likely either the apprehension or the actual existence of similar difficul-
ties in England, led to its insertion into the edition of 1772

In the Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of New York, published in 1824, we
find this regulation, or whatever it may be called, precisely as it appears in the
“ Ahiman Rezon” of 1772; but in their revised Regulauons of 1832, it is entirely
omitted, and the followmg subst{tnted in its place, viz : ‘“He (the Grand Mas-
ter) may make Masons at sight, and for this purpose may summon such Breth-
ren as he may deem necessary to assist him.” On what authority or precedent
this principle is set forth, does not appear ; and most certainly sp far as the pre-
sent Grand Lodge of England is concerned, from whom we derive not only our
origin but mostly our Masonic Jurisprudence also,—she has never since 1717, re-
cognized any other authority for making Masons at sight, than the Grand Lodge,
duly assembled. Her doctrine then seems clearly to be that this privilege does not
belong to the Grand Master; and such is, your Committee believe, the under-

standing of most of the Grand Lodges of this country. Even where the contrary
doctrine has been avowed, we are not aware that it has ever been aeted upon.

To avoid misunderstanding, it is perhaps well to say here, that in cases of in-
itiation by dispensation, in subordinate Lodges, Masons are not made atsight ;}—
merely the legal period of standing proposed being dispensed with, and not the
inquiry into character nor proper notification of members,

It has been said that the Grand Master’s privilege to create new Lodges, car-
ries with it the privilege claimed, of making Masons at sight ; but this cannot
be true, since the power to constitute new Lodges is by no means even generally
conceded to Grand Masters. In a large majority, we are not sure but in all of
the Grand Lodges of this Union, the Grand Master has merely the power to le-
galize for a certain limited time, by dispensation, the working of new Lodges ;
but the power to Charter, or in other words, to make them permanent, remains in
the Grand Lodge alone. And in England where, although we believe the Grand
Master has power to constitute new Lodges, we find no hint of the other power
being conveyed thereby ; and the privilege of making Masons at will has, at
least so far as the books say, always been kept in the Grand Lodge.

In corroboration of what has been said, we find that in cases of emergency,
such as the initiation of crowned heads, or high noblemen, as in 1719 when,
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according to Entic, several noblemen were made Brothers—in 1721, when Lord
Stanhope was made,—in 1731, when Francis, Duke of Loraine, afterwards Empe-
ror of Germany, was raised at Houghton, having been previously entered and -
passed in a special Grand Lodge, held by deputation at the Hague,—in 1737,
when Frederic, Prince of Wales, was made, and so on down to 1795, when the
Duke of Gloucester was made; in all these cases we do not hear of any such
privilege #s making Masons on their own authority being exercised or claimed
by the Grand Master, or any other Grand Officer. All was done in G. Lodge—
occasionally, or regularly assembled, as the case might be ; but always in Grand
Lodge. : .

Again, the fact that up to 1725, it seems to have been the exclusive privilege of
the Grand Lodge to confer the degrees of Fellow Craft and Master Mason ; and
that, in the November of that year, an ordinance was passed giving power to
“the Master of a Lodge, with his Wardens, and a competent number of his
Lodge, assembled in due form, to make Masters and Fellows at discretion.”
And at the same time making no allusion to any such power in the Grand Mas-
ter, or any other individual. From all this it seems, as has been before said,
that this ideal power is not in any way recognized by the Grand Lodge of Eng-
land. It did not, however, by this concession to the subordinate Lodges, give up
its own power to the same effect, but frequently exercised it in special cases, as
has been shown in another part of this Report.

In the Constitutions of ‘the Grand Lodge of France, we find, under the head of
¢ Grand Master,” the three following articles, and no more, viz :—

1. The Grand Master is the first officer of the Order.

2. He alone “ may call” Special Meetings of the Grand Lodge.

3. He shall, as far as possible, sign all patents emanating from the Grand
Lodge.

Now these articles certainly convey no hint of any extraordinary powers inhe-
rent in the office of Grand Master, whereby he may exercise the privilege of
making Masons at will ; and we are not aware that it has ever been attempted
in France, or recognized there, in any way, even theoretically.

As, however, one of our sister Grand Lodges lays down the opposite principle,
leaving a clashing of authorities, this fact, certainly goes far to excuse the Grand
Master of California, in taking the stand he has, and exercising the powers of
his office as he understood them.

Your Committee feel very strongly the importance of the present crisis to the
Masonic tranquility, not of California alone, but also of the whole Union.
And we are strongly opposed to the assumption of any such authority ; because,
in the first place, it is too greata power to be safely trusted in the hands of any
human being. Any man would need super-human wisdom and virtue to exer-
cise it properly ; and the least error in judgment, to say nothing of possible laxity
in principle, would surely bring on distrust, and finally dissatisfaction and oppo-
sition. Again, the position of the subordinate Lodges would be uncomfortable :
they might find themselves continually thwarted in the exercise of their legit-
‘mate powers, their rejections overruled and made useless, and finally, the Grand
Master might become the central source of all power and influence, and for all
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practical purposes, overtopping—making nullities in fact, both of subordinate
Lodges and Grand Lodge. We do not say that this would take place, but cer-
tainly it might take place,—man is frail, and power is tempting; and the safe
principle in all such cases is, by wisely limiting, to render it harmless.

We have already seen something of these evils in the case before us. Look
at the state of things brought on in California by an injudicious, though, we be-
lieve, honest attempt to carry this assumed power into action. The Grand
Master there, at once finds himself distrusted and opposed ; and on all sides, in-
stead of a peaceful and united Fraternity, we see universal trouble and discon-
tent. ‘

Let us then fall back upon the safe ground of regular authority and precedent.
The reorganization of 1717, as has been shown, limits the power and place of
making Masons at sight to the Grand Lodge ; and it gives to the Grand Master
no analogous powers, either expressed, or understood. We, in common with the
other Grand Lodges in this country have, it seems to your Committee, ac-
cepted the organization then begun ; we have left the old ground of prerogative
and arbitrary power, and in coming under Constitutional law, ought, and for the
tranquility and harmony of the Craft, must, carry it out to its legitimate effects.

As to the fourth charge, your Committee agree with the Grand Master of Cal-
ifornia, that the Grand Master has power to be present and preside in any Lodge
within his jurisdiction, with the Master of the Lodge on his left hand ; and if he
judge it proper, may command the Wardens to act as his Grand Wardens. But
a8 in the instance complained of, he does not seem to have assumed the Chair,

or acted in any way as Grand Master, it is questionable, whether, under the cir-
cumstances, he ought not to have obeyed the gavel. And, again, he, the acknowl-
edged Grand Master of the State, being present, although not formally assuming
his official capacity, it is questionable whether the Master of the Lodge was warrant-
ed, by courtesy at least, in resorting to that power. In fact, without a full knowl-
edge of all the circumstances bearing upon these unhappy transactions, no defi-
nite opinion can possibly be formed as to the exact right and wrong in the case.

One thing the Grand Master leaves totally unexplained, viz: his receiving the
fees for the making of Brother Aikin, in Mountain Shade Lodge. These fees
clearly seem to have belonged to that Lodge, and it is difficult to imagine what
reason can be given for his disposition of them. Certainly if, as the Report in
Grand Lodge seems to imply, he intended to apply these fees to his own use, he
has'done a great wrong, which cannot be too soon atoned for; but on this, as on
all the similar charges, it is but fair to wait for his own Report.

After all, this seems to your Committee, a case for conciliation : certainly few
controversies can be settled without it ; Masonic controversies especially. There
is no precise law in this case ; and if there were, it would not suffice. Law may
arbitrarily settle principles, but it cannot reconcile estranged minds. This being
a Masonic difficulty, must be settled according to the spirit of Masonry—it can
be settled effectually only in this spirit—and in this spirit it certainly can be
effectually settled. .

Charges have been made against the Grand Master, by respectable Brethren,
and sustained in Grand Lodge. These charges are grave ones; and it is clear
that if he persists in his obn;gions course, the tranquility and harmony of the
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Craft in California, will be seriously endangered. And, on the other hand, th.e
Grand Master brings forward what he considers Masonic law in support of his
course. Now, in this state of things, your Committee can see but one feasible
plan of accommodation ; and which they do earnestly and fraternally recom-
mend for the adoption of our Brethren in California; it is this :—1st. That all
measures censuring the motives of the Grand Master, in his course during the
Iate difficulties, be withdrawn. And 2. That the Grand Master consent to give
up during the remainder of his term of office, that system of measures from
which those difficulties have apparently originated.

Thus, without recrimination, or scandal, or difficulty of any kind, we feel con-
vinced these unhappy divisions may be ended ; leaving the Grand Lodge free to
take such measures as shall effectually prevent their recurrence.

These occurrences must necessarily be deeply interesting to this Grand Lodge ;
not that they immediately affect’her in any way,—her course of policy, and her
general regulations have long since been settled. But she has looked down for
more than a hundred years upon the advance of Masonry upon this continent ;
and seen, as star after star has burst into light upon the flag of our Union, Grand
Lodge after Grand Lodge taking its appointed place, and performing silently,
but efficiently, its appointed office—until finally the youngest, and perhaps the
mightiest has sprung, almost without warning, into full maturity, bearing. upon
her vigorous shoulders the Masonic destinies of unborn millions.

Who, even in thought, can estimate the extent of her influence! Her posi-
tion is one never imagined before ; her responsibility is commensurate with her

_ probable destiny. She has, far more than any other Grand Lodge on the globe,
to reconcile, and, as it were, to amalgamate opposing races, opinions, seets, and
conditions. Her Masonic policy then, we hope will be well considered—the off-
spring not of passion but of principle : and its results will be union and peace.

Finally, in token of the deep interest which this Grand Lodge will always
feel in the prosperity and welfare of the Grand Lodge of California, your Com-
mittee recommend the adoption of the following Resolution, viz :-

Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, March 9, 1853.
Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts has
seen with deep regret, the difficulties which have sprung up of late between the
Grand Lodge, together with many Brethren, of California, and the M. W. Grand
Master, Bt. B. D. Hram. And in all fraternal love and respect, we earnestly en-
treat the contending parties to review dispassionately their difficulties; and, con-
sidering their mutual pledges to each other, and their joint interest in the prosperity
and happiness of the Craft, that they take immediate measures to reconcile, as soon
8s may be, all differences and misunderstandings, in the true Masonic spirit of ma-
" tual forbearance, conciliation and Brotherly kindness.
All which is respectfully submitted,’
GeoreE G. Smita, P. D. G. M.
Lucius R. Parcg, D. G. M.
S. W. Rosinson, P. G. M.,
Epwarp A. Raymox, P.
. J.

G.M.
Joux R. Bravrorp, P. J. G, W.
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THE KNIGHTS TEMPLARS.—NO. XXIV.

[Conclusion.]
) | Written for this Magazine by R. W. Joux H. Suepparb. ]

Some few writers have called in question the fact that torture was ever applied
to any of the Templars in England. Hume, while he speaks with abhorrence of
the persecutions of these Knights in France, is silent on this matter. Mills in
his history of the Crusades, in a note to page 437, remarks, “ There is no reason
to think, however, that the torture was used.” Inthe Pictorial History of Eng-.
land—an elaborate work of much value, but shamefully destitute of any suitable
Index—I find, vol. 1, p. 721, this observation, general and ungualified : “1t ap-
pears pretty evident, whether his queries were negatived or not by his suffrages,
that the torture was not used on this occasion in England.” Now, on a careful
investigation of this subject, the reader must come to a different conclusion and
will be convinced that torture was applied to the Templars in England—and
that, too, by royal authority.

In the year 1307, king Edward wrote to the Pope, touching these Knights,
that he disbelieved the horrible reports about them, then in circulation, and that

the Templars were respected by all men in his dominions “ for their purity of
faith and morals ;” and morcover, he expressed great sympathy for their Master
and Brethren in France by reason of this scandal ; Rymer’s Feedera, tom. 3, p.
37. In 1310 he forbade the infliction of torture upon these illustrious men who
had fought and bled for Christendom ; but, when the Pope wrote to him an up-
braiding letter for his lenity in not submitting them to the rack, then this weak,
cowardly despot, Aug. 26, 1310, sent orders to Jolin de Cumbewell, constable of
the Tower, to deliver them up to the Inquisitors and bishops, to do “as they
should think expedient.” Raynouard, p. 152. Rymer’s Feedera, tom. 3, 224.

On the 25th of November, 1309,a council was summoned by the Archbishop
of Canterbury, in obedience to the papal bull, composed of bishops, abbots and
others, in company with the Inquisitors, who met several times and the king gave
them written orders “to do with the bodies of the Templars that which shounld
seem expedient.” Concil. Mag. Brit.,, tom. 2, p. 312—314, Iu 1310 the king
allowed the torture to be used, provided it was “ without perpetual mutilatios or
disabling of ‘any limb and without a violent effusion of blood.”” Ita quod ques-
tiones illee fierent absque mutilatione et debilitatione perpetua alicujus membri,
et sine violenta sanguinis effusione. Ib. 2, p. 314.

And again, Now. 22, 1310, the king informed the mayor and aldermen of Lon-
don that out of reverence to the Pope—who had sent over Inquisitors to ques+
tion the Templars by torture—he had ordered the constable of the Tower to de-
liver them up for that purpose. See Acta Rymeri, tom. 3, 230, 231 and 232.

To suppose that these unfortunate Brethren were thus delivered up to the In-
quisitors, sent over for the express purpose to apply the torture, and yet that they
were suffered to escape from all bodily sufferings, would be preposterous.

Thomas Rymner is an authority of the highest kind. He was a very learned
and voluminous writer, and compiled his Foedera, or Acta Publica, a vast body of
public, royal and official acts, spreading over twenty folio volumes and cov-
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ering a space from 1101 to 1654. He was historiographer under William IIL,
and prepared this great treasure-house of facts under royal authority. It is for
the most part written in Latin. Such evidence alone is” enough to settle this
question and remove all doubts.

In addition to this, David Wilkins, a profound archeologist, in the Acta contra
Templarios, expressly refers to Brother Himbert Blake, tom. 2, p. 293, as’ having
been put to the torture. Wilkins was librarian at Lambeth, under Archbishop
Wake, in 1715, and wrote many learned works, and among others the Concilia
Magne Britannie et Hibernie, from A. D. 446 to A. D. 1717, W ith such testi-
mony from the fountain head of facts, doubts of their being tortured are only the
spider webs of the imagination. We have shown the Templars were given up
by the king to the torture ; we have shown they were tortured.

The origin of this doubt probably came from an erroneous impression that tor-
ture had never been used in England. I will now show, that for 200 years at
least, and beyond doubt a much longer period, torture was no uncommon thing—
the law of England to the contrary notwithstanding.

Blackstone states, that “ the rack or question, to extort a confession from the
criminal, is a practice of a different nature ;—and the trial by the rack is utterly
unknown to the law of England.”—Vol. iv., p. 326. Very true; torture was un-
known to the Law, but not so to the PReroeaTIVE. Letthe reader turn to Fox's
Book of Martyrs and he will find that torture was no novelty in England and was
often applied to elicit evidence in cases of heresy. What could be more terrible
than the * Skevington Gyves,” commonly called “Skevington’s Daughter,” or
vulgarly the “ Scavenger’s Daughter,” invented by Sir William Skevington, lieu-
tentant of the tower in the reign of Henry VIIL. [t wasan iron engine, which,
unlike the rack, instead of stretching, compressed the body and limbs of the vie-
tim. The picture of Cuthbert Simpson’s agonies on this diabolical “ Daughter,”
is most horrible ! See Pict. Eng., vol. 1, book vi., p. 710.

Coke says, “There is no law to warrant torture in the land.” And yet—alas,
poor human nature,—he and Lord Bacon, that man of such magnificent intellect,
both signed a warrant with other members of the privy council, February 19,
1620, to put Samuel Peacock to the torture on suspicion of treason.

David Jardine, Esq., of the Middle Temple, wrote an elaborate’essay on the
uses of torture in the Criminal Law of England. He brings forward proofs of the
use of it, which are irrefragable ; he refers to royal warrants to this intent, ent-
merates fiftyfive of them and describes several cases of their execution. Such
a practice was common in the reigns of Henry VIIL, Edward VI, Mary, Eliza-
beth, James I. and Charles L.—nearly 150 years. But history traces it back
much farther. In the reign of Henry VL., which commenced in 1422, John Hol-
land duke of Exeter, so much improved the rack or break, that it went by the
name of the % Duke of Exeter’s Daughter,” and his immortality now only rests ot
this beautiful blossom of his genius. When such facts stare us in the face, Who
can doubt that the poor Templars were unquestionably put to the torture ?

Thus we trace it back to 1422 ; and is it not more probable; indeed, almost
certain, that torture was first introduced into England in the trials of the Tem-
plars by the French Inquisitors, when Edward IL gave up these loyal subjects
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to the tormentors ? for it will be remembered that in 1309, the Archbishop of
York, when the Pope was censuring the king for hot using the torture, stated to
the clexgy that “ there was no machine for torture in the land.” It very
soon however, must have been smuggled into the Council, across the channel.
‘Whether the Rat’s Dungeon in the Tower—a room below highwater mark, into
which the rats rushed at the prisoner as these mordacious animals fled from a
flood tide—did then exist, we know not. It was one of the secret donjons of
hell, however, in the glorious reign of Queen Elizabeth.

Torture was abolished in England by the Parliament under the ¢ Great Rebel-
lion,” and the last instance of its application was May 21, 1640, under the king’s
signet, upon John Archer, for his attack on Archbishop Laud’s palace at Lam-
beth. We certainly owe some gratitude to the Commonwealth for this signal
triumph of mercy, when they abolished forever an infernal custom, so disgraceful
to humanity.

In tracing the history and downfal of the nghts Templars, there is a melan-
choly pleasure in contemplating the splendid ruins of some of their castles and
august churches, once so celebrated. One in particular arrests our attention
with feelings;] of pride and yet of deep sorrow at the fate of these gallant cava-
liers. I refer to the TempLE 1N Lownpon, of which Charles Knight—a man of
eloquent pen and of a fact-gathering mind—has given a picturesque descrip-
tion in his history of London. By a public spirited and wealthy association it

" has been recently restored, and, as far as could be, its ancient architecture pre-
served.

The Church of the Templars stands in a recess and is approached by a dark
and narrow way, and the first object which strikes the beholder is a beautiful
gateway of Norman architecture. The building is “ adorned with the braveries
of architecture, sculpture and painting;” the interior is divided into two portions,
a circular and an oblong part. It was founded by Hugh de Payens on his visit
to London in 1128, when he instituted the Order of the Templars, who called
themselves, the “Poor Fellow-Soldiers of Jesus Curist.” Afterwards 1185,
when the T'emple Church was completed, the “ Round’’ was consecrated by He-
raclius, patriarch of Jerusalem, in company of several Knights and the Master of
8t. John’s. That venerable man greatly admired the beautiful proportions of the
Temple, the colonade, tesselated pavement, arches, stained windows, groined
ceiling, cloisters and pleasant garden in front of it on the banks of the Thames.
An inscription, recording this consecration by Heraclius was conspicuous over the
little door leading to the Round in the cloister, until the year 1695, when it was
destroyed by some workmen on the building.

The nave or oblong portion of Temple Church, was consecrated by Henry IIL,
attended by his court and a great retinue, on Ascension day, A. D. 1240. The
remains of many eminent persons were buried beneath the floor, and on the north-
ern side of the entrance to the nave a series of five figures of monumental ¢ffigies is
still visible, and in another part a row of five more. They are dressed in the ar-
mor and various habiliments of the Order—stern and warlike emblems of Palrs-
tine chivalry. Many of the sculptured Knights were arrayed with their legs
crossed—thereby signifying that they had fought in the battles of the Holy Land.
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In the churchyard of the Temple, stone coffins have been often found. Here lie
the remains of Selden and Plowden, so eminent in the archives of the Common
Law of England. The site and buildings of the Temple in London, with the
Church, fell into the hands of the Students of Law ; and the members of the Mid-
dle Temple and Lincoln’s Inn trod upon holy ground, memorable in the days of
chivalry and once glorious in the annals of England.

The history of the Knights Templars is now brought to a close. The subject
is deeply interesting and should be familiar to all the Brethren of the Masenic
family, who belong to the higherdegrees of the Order. For it is inseparably wo-
ven into the woof of all the Crusades ; it carries us back to the earliest days of
Christianity ; and it is full of instruction and romantic incident. From the com-
mencement of this Brotherhood—probably in the year 1118, under the first Grand
Master, Huaa De Pavens—to the martyrdom of the noble James D& Moray in
1313, a little more than 200 years, it filled a great space in the world.

During that period the whole number of Grand Masters was twentytwo ; of
whom five died in the field of battle, one a captive in the dungeon of the enemy—
after fighting bravely to the last moment under the drooping Red Cross banner—
several in sickness from intense labor and sufferings, and all of them honorably,
without an exception. Very few reached a good old age under a life of such
peril and hardship. They were brave and skilful warriors and men of renown.

The monuments of their departed glory still exist in the melancholy grandeur
of their ruins in the land of sorrowful Palestine—in the great cities of London and
Paris—and in many ancient castles and august Churches. In the days of their
prosperity they were the counsellors of princes and they walked with kings.
The Pope leaned on them as on an arm of strength, and the poor pilgrim with his
weeds and scallop-shell looked up to them as his only earthly protector in his
perilous tour to Jerusalem. They were the life-guard of Christianity in the
dark ages, when all men every where believed that a Crusade was truly enlisting
as a soldier of the Cross, and a pilgrimage to the Holy Sepulchre was a duty to
God. Whatever may have been their errors and failings, a more valiant body

of men never drew the sword, and when they were cruelly crushed by avari.
cious tyrants, the enemies who destroyed them, could boast of no virtae nor
honor in their fall.

PRESENTATION OF A JEWEL.

BroTHER MoORE:—As a chronicler of Masonic facts and events, you may be
glad to know that an incident occurred in Strafford Lodge, No. 29, Dover, N. H.,,
on the evening of the 12th of February, which deserves a notice in your valuable
Magazine. The members of the Lodge, highly appreciating the services of our
most excellent Brother, MosEs Pauw,(who has for the last four years presided as
Master of the Lodge, to the very great acceptance of this branch of the Frater-
nity,) resolved to present to him some lasting testimonial of their esteem and
Brotherly love. A Past Master’s Jewel was fixed upon as an appropriate token.
Accordingly, such a token was made, under the supervision of one of our es-
teemed Boston Brethren. '
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It consisted of a massive Plate of hizhly chased Silver,—in the center of which
were very beautifully wrought in bold relief, the emblems of the Past Mas-
ter’s Jewel, with the proper inscription. The plate was suspended to a rich col-
lar, covered with silver tissue—the borders being wrought of the same mate-
rial—the whole answering admirably the purpose for which it was designed.

On the evening named, our worthy Brother Andrew Pierce, Past Deputy
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire—and the oldest member
of the Liodge, being deputed to make the presentation, discharged this duty in a
most pleasing manner—one every way worthy of tho occasion. Brother Paul,
though a complete Master in all other respects—found it exceedingly difficult to
gain the mastery of his deep emotions. But he did do ¢, sufficiently to make a

most felicitous response—full of that eloquence of the heart which never fails to
draw to itself all other hearts within the circle of its magic influence.

How admirably adapted are such incidents to knit more closely together the
bonds which every where unite our common Brotherhood !

March, 1853, . a S

[or1@iNAL.]

THE MASON’S LAST LOOK.

BY BR. DAVID BARKER, OF PACIFIC LODGE, ME.

Tae Mason’s child in its coffin lay

In the Village Chapel's nook,

Ere the time when the stricken father said,
¢ "T'is the last look !”

He never heeded the soothing balm

Which dropped from the Holy Book,

But only thought of the time he must say,
“'Tis the last look.”

The lid of the coffin was slowly raised,

When the crimson his face forsook,

For he knew that the words must quickly come,
¢ ’Tis the last look !”

He tottered along to the coffin’s side,

And his child’s cold hand he took,

And uttered a shriek which pierced the heart,
#>Tis the last look !”

And I saw a tear in an Atheist’s eye,

And I saw that a Deist shook,

As he uttered those thrilling words once more,
¢ 'T'is the last look !”

Methought if he hoped as a Christian hoped,

And walked by the light of ‘God’s Book,

He never would murmur those words again,
§¢'Tis the last look !”
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GRAND LODGE OF LOUISIANA.

WE were able in our last to notice but very briefly the proceedings of this
Grand Lodge, had at its annual communication in January last, the printed sheets
of which had been kindly sent us in advance of their regular publication, and we
have scarcely more room to spare for the purpose the present month. The pro-
ceedings occupy some hundred and thirty large pages ; and while they are full of
matters of great local importance, they are by no means destitute of general in-
terest. What is particularly gratifying, they bear the marks of distinguished
ability from beginning to end. Opinions are indeed advanced in some in-
stances, about which there may be wide and perhaps irreconcilable differences
among intelligent Brethren in other jurisdictions ; but they are expressed with a
propriety and a frankness that cannot fail to commaund for them the highest
respect, and careful consideration. We most heartily rejoice with our Brethren
of the Grand Lodge in the perfect success which séems to have crowned their
arduous and not always pleasant labors since their reorganization. That was a
bold, great and noble experiment; and the result has placed the Masonry of
Louisiana high up on the scale of Masonic pre-eminence.

. GRAND MASTER’S ADDRESS.

The tone and spirit of the following extract from the Grand Master’s annual
address, commend it to approbation, and its author to the thanks of every
Brother of the Masonic Fraternity, who rightly appreciates the high moral
teachings of the Lodge room :—

Breruren,—In the performance of my Constitutional -duties, I now lay before
you the Annual Report required from the Grand Master, and have to congratulate
you upon the constant and healthful progress of the Order under this jurisdiction,
the high social and moral position it has attained, and the respect it is fast acquir-
ing from all classes of society, owing to the exemplary conduct of its members, in
their outward deportment and conduct as men and citizens, and the practical good
it effects by the exercise of Charity, Relief, and Philanthropy. It is also my happi-
ness to give you a like assurance as to the condition of our Order throughout the
world, and to inform you that Masons, both individually and collectively, are every
day becommg more sensible to the importance of their individual duties _and re-
sponsibilities, and to the great mission the Order has to fulfil in the civilization of
the world, by confronting all those prejudices and passions, which are the scourge
of our race and great impediment to its material and moral progress, and teaching
mankind by the development of the social virtues, the beauty of Universal Philan-
thropy, and its practice in Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth. This spectacle, and
its frequent contemplation, naturally lead the mind of the faithful Brother to deep_
and profound thankfulness to Him from whom all these blessings flow ; and we
should be recreant to our faith and profession did we enter upon the lmportant du-
ties we are called upon here to fulfil, without first giving the solemn and public
expression of fervent gratitude to the Great Architect of the Universe, for the man-
ifold blessings he has conferred upon us, the protection he has afforded us, and the
light and ‘guidance he has showered upon and vouchsafed to us and our Brethren,
dispersed throughout the world, and bere in his presence assembled around the al-
tar of Masonry, to humbly supplicate Him to be ever in our midst, and so indue us
with his holy spirit, and enlighten and direct us by his wisdom, that what we may
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here do, may truly be said to be done in his name, and for the glory of his mighty
and glorious cause ; that we may do all of good, and none of evil ; that we may
promote the harmony and welfare of our beloved Order, and give practical effect to
its beautiful precepts—so that, when we depart from hence, we may feel inour im-
mortal souls that the ties of Brotherhood have been drawn closer together and feel
the sweet satisfaction of having sacrificed all selfish and sectional feelings upon the

altar of our Order’s good, and enjoy the balm of consciences at pgace within them-
selves.

FRENCH LODGES.

The Grand Master speaks of the French Lodges in the following eomplimen-
tary and gratifying terms :— ' 4

In consequence also, of many of the Lodges in the city conducting all their work
and proceedings in the French language, I deemed it more for their benefit and con-
venience to be inspected by a Brother whose mother tongue was French, and there-
fore formed them into a separate District, to which I appointed another District
Deputy Grand Master, who was well capable, and also acceptable to our Brethren
of those Lodges, whom it is our pride to love and cherish, both from their own
merits, as well as from the fact that three of those Lodges had the honor to assist
in the formation of the Grand Lodge in 1812, and the mantle worn by their noble
and respectable fathers has fallen upon worthy representatives, who are not likel

to forget their glorious ancestry, and the good they, in their day, have accomplished.

PUBLICATION OF REJECTIONS.

The following resolution is in consonance with what is now almost the univer-
sal practice, and to which, in our opinion, a proper regard for the good name of
our fellow-men, demands there should be no exceptions :—

. Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be instructed not to publish in the Proceed-
ings of the Grand Lodge, the name of those persons who may be rejected by the Sab-
ordinate Lodges as applicants for Masonry. -

A TRUE SENTIMENT,

We take the following well and truthfully expressed sentiment from the re- -
port of the D. D. Grand Master for the 5th District.

After all that has been said and written on Masonry, there are many who seem
not to understand its object and mission—who look not beyond its ceremonies and
ritual. When every Brother shall be brought to appreciate the beautiful teachinfs
of our time honored Institution, then its lessons of morality and virtue, so strongly

inculcated, and so forcibly illustrated, will be more generally practised, and its
blessings more widely diffused.

GRAND SECRETARY.

In noticing the declination of Br. Barnett and the election of Br. Gedge, as
Grand Secretary, we overlooked the fact which appears in another part of the
proceedings, that the latter, on account of personal duties, declined to accept the
office. (We regret we have not room for his warm-hearted letter.) Subse-

uently several attempts were made to elect, but failed, when the subject was in-

efinitely postponed. We are not sure from this whether Br. Barnett or Br.
Gedge now holds the office. But whichever it may be, it is well filled.

NEW MASONIC HALL.~~A RARE INCIDENT.

The M. W. Grand Master presented a letter received by him from E. B. Harris,
Esq,, containing the liberal donation of one hundred dollars towards the purchase
of the Masonic Hall, as follows :—

24
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To the Grand Master of Masons, at New Orleans.

Being no Mason, and admiring the principles, 1 desire to become one, and donate
one hundred dollars to Charity, when called for E. B. Harris.

January 27, 1852,

On motion, a vote of thanks was tendered by the Grand Lodge to the generou
donor of the above sum.

R. W. Br. R. F. McGuire, then arose and tendered to the Grand Master the sum
of one hundred dollars towards the purchase of the Masonic Hall.

The M. W. Grand Master next read to the Grand Lodge an Appeal addressed
all Masons of the State of Louisiana, conjuring them to come forward to the aid of
the faithful few who have been untiringly struggling towards erecting a fund
whence to relieve Brethren of our Masonic Family, who, from either illness or
misfortune, may receive the assistance of the Order. .

Br. Stephen Herriman also tendered the sum of $100 as a donation towards the
purchase of the Grand Lodge Hall; for which on motion, a unanimous vote of
thanks was proffered the Brother.

REPORT ON CORRESPONDENCE.

We must defer whatever notice we may feel inclined to take of this able and
important document until our next. We could do nothing like justice to it,in
the little space we have left at our disposal this month.

GRAND CHAPTER OF ILLINOIS.

Tais excellent Grand Chapter held its last annual convocation at Jacksonville,
in September. Tenof the fifteen Chapters under the jurisdiction, were present
by their representatives, at the opening. The session was one of much interes,
and the proceedings are characterized by practical good sense. There is 00
attempt at overstraining, either in style or matter in the report, or in any other
part of the proceedings ; neither is there that under proportion of fault-finding
and hypercriticism, which too frequently mar the propriety and destroy the use-
fulness of such documents. What opinions the Committee had to give, have
been given in a straight-forward and sensible manner. We like the tone of the
whole business, though we may not fully concur in all that that has been ad-
vanced.

GENERAL 6RAND LODGE REPRESENTATIVE FUND.

The Committee to whom was referved the report submitted to the Gen. Grand
Chapter at the last session, by Comp. Blaney, to establish a Fund for the pay-
ment of the representatives to that body, concur in recommending the adoption of
the report, with a modification of the fourth resolution, so as “to make the com-
pensation of the Gen. Grand Officers, the same as the compensation of the repre-
sentatives of the Grand Chapters.” We prefer the original resolution. But the
difficulty in the matter will be in raising a fund sufficient for the purpose con-
templated. The State Grand Chapters will be apt to fret under a direct ta%
even though it take no more from their treasury in the long run, than they would
willingly voluntarily vote. The difference is, that they would not vote it wheo
they had not got it, and of course would not send a representative ; whiles
on the other hand, a direct tax must be paid, whether they have the means or 00k
We give no opinion on the equity of the proposition. '
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THE RIGHT OT APPEAL. ‘

The Committee on foreign correspondence, in commenting on the rule which
denies the right ot appeal from the decisions of the High Priest, hold the follow-
ing language :—

Our experience not only demonstrate the propriety, but the absolute necessity, of
this rule. It is the rule of practice in the Blue Lodges; but not in the Grand
Lodges. The reason of the rule is obvious, in the opinion of your committee. In
a Blue Lodge the Master is charged with the preservation of the ancient landmarks,
and he cannot properly see them infringed upon. He will not entertain an im-
roper motion ; he will not put it to vote, if insisted on ; and he will close his

odge, or put an end to discussion, when deemed necessary ; and of all this he is
the judge, and for his Masonic conduct, is amenable to the Grand Lodge only.

The Grand Lodge i; a Legislative Body, and her Grand Master is an officer of
her creation, subject to'her laws, and under her control. An appeal can there be
taken from the decision of the Grand Master, because the Grand Lodge possesses
the supreme legislative, executive, and judicial authoritly, and because that author-
ity is only delegated to the Grand Master, subject, in all cases, to her revision and
her control, and from which there is no appeal.

The same reasoning applies to Chapters and Grand Chapters, High Priests and
Grand High Priests.

From the decision of a High Priest, any one dissatisfied may appeal [to the Grand
Chaptee] ; for any corruption or oppression, he, [the HsPriest,] may be tried by the
Grand Chapter and expelled. There is an adequate remedy for every Masonic
transgression which he commits ; and while he keeps himself within certain rules,
he is to see with scrugulous vigilance that the members of the Chapter over which
he presides, keep within the rules, and landinarks also. But the Grand High Priest
is the presiding officer of a Legislative Body ; a constitutional officer of its crea-
tion, subject to its will ; which will is supreme, and from which there is no appeal,
except to the tribunal possessing exactly the same powers, but more extended in ju-
risdiction. The re-assertion or re-enactment gf a law, long recognized as a law, is
not only harmless, but often gositwgly beneficial. It is a barrier to useless innova-
tion ; it is seen by all, instead of being hidden, and all doubts are removed, and all
speculations as to its force are ended. A principle is none the less a principle, nor
is a law any the less a law, because repeated and reasserted.

PAST MASTER’S DEGREE.

The mere ceremony of qualifying the Master elect of a Blue Lodge to preside, is
a very different affair from the Degree of Past Master as conferred in Chapters, or
in Lodges of Past Masters ; and, although any one who receives the Degree of Past
Master, under the authority of a Chapter, is thereby qualified to preside over a
Lodge, still, the jurisdiction over so much of the ceremony as is necessary to qualify
a Master elect to preside, is by no means exclusive ; but as a matter of right, con-
venience, and usage, as far as the knowledge of your Committee extends, such ju-
risdiction has always been exercised by three or four Past Masters of Lodges. Such,
at any rate, has been the custom in this State, and that, too, with the knowledge
and approbation of the Chapters under this jurisdiction.

The Committee on IForeign Correspondence in the Grand. Chapter of Connect-
icut very properly remark :—

“ We know that it is held as a Constitutional Chapter Degree, b{ the General
Grand Chapter ; but does this prove that it may not by some possibility have been
assigned an improper location ? What, we would ask, is the object of the Past
Master’s Degree ?  Simply and solely, as we understand it, to qualify the Master of
a Symbolic Lodge for a proper discharge of the duties of his office. Has it an

other object, signification, or use? Is there any, even the slightest particle of af-
finity between this Degree and any other conferred in a Royal Arch Chapter 2 We
!Iave never been able to discover it. And beside, if the only object of this Degree
is to qualify a Master of a Lodge for his station, we would respectfully ask those
who are wiser than we are, What right has a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons to
Prescribe the qualifications of the Master or any other officer of a Symbolic Lodge 3”
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RESOLUTIONS.

The Committee close their report with the following resolutions, which were
adopted :—

Resolved, That the Grand Chapter is in favor of the continuance of the General
Grand Chapter, and will strenuously oppose its dissolution.

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Grand Chapter, the Chapter Degrees cannot
legally be conferyed upon a Master Mason having but one arm.

Resolved, That profanity ought not to be tolerated among Masons.

Resolved, That the Suspension or Expulsion of a Royal Arch Mason from a Maa-
ter's Lodge, shall operate as a Suspension or Expulsion from a Chapter within this
State, during the continuance of such sentence.

Resolved, That this Grand Chapter concur in, and re-enact, the order passed at
the last Convocation of the Grand Chapter, prohibitin%the several Chapters in this
jurisdiction from conferring the Degrees of Royal and Select Master.

ADDRESS OF THE GURAND HIGH PRIEST.

The Grand High Priest Comp. James V. Z. BLaNEY, was not able to be pre-
sent during the session, but forwarded an interesting and well written address,
which was read by Comp. Case. We have little room for extracts. Our Com-
panion says— From all the correspondence which I have had with the various
Chapters in the State, I am assured that the interests of Royal Arch Masonry are
prospering, and that the subordinate Chapters, in general, are in a flourishing
condition. He discusses the question of jurisdiction over the R. and 8. degrees,
and suggests that a convention for their ultimate regulation be held at Lexing-
ton, during the session of the General Grand Chapter. His Grand Chapter did
not however respond to this suggestion, at least not favorably. We know of no
other way in which the matter can be satisfactorily adjusted. The Grand High
Priest closes by proposing four questions for the consideration of the G. Chap-
ter. These were referred to a Committee, who report brief answers. Three of
the questions aud answers were referred to the Committee on jurisprudence,—
the fourth, and most important, and most difficult withal was adopted. We re-
spectfully suggest that the Committee take that question and answer into consid-
eration, also. It virtually decides that the Grand High Priest may be tried and
expelled by the subordinate Chapter of which he is a member. Woas this the in-
tention? ' , '

The answer is given syllogistically—a specious, and always conclusive form
of reasoning, if the premises be true. In the present case the first proposition is
admitted,—the second needs looking after.

THE MAGAZINE.

We tender our thanks to the Companions of the Grand Chapter for the follow-
ing:—

The Committee on Finance and Accounts would respectfully recommend : That
Comp. Grand Secretary be authorized to subscribe for three copies of the Freema-
sons’ Magazine, published at Boston, for the use of the M. E. Grand High Priest,
the Chairman of the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, and the Chairman of
the Committee on Foreigh Correspondence : also, that he be directed to subscribe
for one copy of the Mirror and Keystone, for the use 6f the Chairman of the Com-
mittee on koreign Correspondence. . - :
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ORIGIN OF THE GRAND LODGE OF OHIO.

[WE have in a previous number of this Magazine noticed that the Grand
sodge of Ohio held its late annual communication at the old town of Chilicothe.
'he M. W. G. Master, Hon. Wx. B. HuBBaRbD, in his annual address, availing
iimself of the fit opportunity afforded by this fact, gave the following interesting

ketch of the formation of the Grand Lodge over which he presides with distin-
guished ability.]

.My Brethren, we have again met at a place hallowed in our memories both as
siizens of the State and as Masons. The place we now are in, was one among
the first of settlements by civilized man in Ohio. Before their day, it was the fa-
vorite ground of the red man; and is renowned in the history of our country as
the battle-field whereon by the indomitable courage of our pioneer soldiers, the
savages and their allies, “more savage still than they,” were overcome, totally
discomfitted, and peace and security established and perpetuated for all the south-
ern and central Ohio settlements. Here in this beautiful valley of the placid
Scioto, meandering through a wide spread soil of inexhaustible fertility, and sur-
rounded in the distance with an amphjtheatre of hills, perspective views, and ma- ’
Jestic forests, arose by the hands of civilized industry the present town of Chilli-
cothe, then numbering its few hundreds, now as a city, its many thousands, al-
ways distinguished for its retinement and hospitality. Here, just after complet-
ing the transition state peculiar to all western places, of passing from the oppo-
sing elements of savage warfare and the unsubdued wilderness—and sa a hand-
maid in the work of social, intellectual and virtuous reform, Freemasonry appear-
ed. Here the first Masonic, as well as civil government of the State, was established.
Here the first convention of Masons, the hardy pioneers of the west, first assem-
bled and formed the present Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Ohio.
You, as the lawful descendants of our Masonic forefathers, have always trea-
sured their memories with the kindest and most fraternal affection ;and after
many years of absence, did resolve at your last session once more to visit
the place of your Grand Lodge’s paternity—the old hearthstone and altar of
your Masonic alma mater. Here we are, if not in the identical room, yet in the
same city, then village, where the representatives of five Lodges organized the
present Grand Lodge of Ohio. How busy must be the memories of those few,
yet alive, who took part in the labors of that day !—and how earnest the desire of
all to know the history of those times ; to converse with the living, and to com-
mune with the spirits of those who have ceased from their labor on earth, and
found rest in the place prepared for them. To many of us, now in the setting
sun of our life, has been allowed the pleasure of fraternal intercourse with most
if not all of the first Grand officers, all of whom, whether now living or dead, were
extensively known for their talents and virtues. Presuming that it would be in-
teresting to you all, and more especially to the younger members of the Craft, I
present you with the names of those Brethren who first met here in convention,
and on the 8th of January, 1808, organized this Grand Lodge. They were—

Delegates Lfrom Union Lodge, No. 1, Robert Oliver, Ichabod Nye, Wm. Skinner ;
Cincinnati Lodge, No. 13, Thos. Henderson, Francis Mennessier ; Sciota Lodge, No.
2, Thomas Gibson, Elias Langham ; Erie Lodge, No. 41, John W, Seely, George
Todd ; 4mity Lodge, No. 105, Isaac Vanhorn, Lewis Cas.

The first elected Grand Master was that distinguished patriot Gen. Rurus

UTNAM, of Marietta. Unable from age and infirmity to journey to Chillicothe
and discharge the labors of his appointment, he sent his letter of declination,
which embodies such beautiful sentiments, so characteristic of the man, the Ma-
son, and the Christian, that I cannot refrain from giving an extract from it:—

My sun is far past the meridian—it is almost set ; a few sands only remain in
my glass. I am unable to undergo the necessary labors of that high and important

This compilation © Phoenix E-Books UK
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office ; unable to make you a visit at this time, without a sacrifice and hazard of
health which prudence forbids. .

“ May the great Architect, under whose All-Seeing Eye all Masons profess to la-
bor, have you in his holy keeping, that when our labors here are finished, we may,
through the merits of Him that was dead, but now is alive and lives forever more,
be admitted into that Temple not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.. Amen.
So prays your friend and Brother, Rurus Purnam.”

Under the Constitution, Samuel Huntington was the first Grand Master ; Lewis
Cass, D. G. Master ; Wm. Skinner, S. G. W.; Wm. Rayen, J. G. W.; Henry Mas-
sie, G. Treas. ; Henry Brush, G. Sec. ; Philemon Beecher, G. 8. D. ; Thos. irker,
G. J. D.; Jno. Woodbridge, G. Marshal ; Peter Spurch, G. S. and Tyler.

Of these, all have paid the debt of nature common to all, except Lewis Cass,
Henry Brush, and Joho Woodbridge, who still live in the freshness and vigor of
old age, surrounded with numerous friends and all the blessings to which life is
heir, happy in the consciousness that they have severally performed their duty,
in all the official and private relations in which they have been placed.

The Grand Lodge continued to hold its session in th's place from 1808 until
1818, during which period of time the following distinguished individuals suc-
cessively occupied the offices of Grand and Deputy Grand Master. Succeeding
Samuel Huntington, Lewis Cass was Grand Master, Jacob Burnet, Deputy Grand
Master; who were coutinued in office by re-election, until 1813, when Henry
Brush was elected and installed Grand Master, and James Kilbourn, Deputy
Grand Master.

Henry Brush continued in office until 1818, when the Grand Lodge held its
first session in the then “ borough of Columbus.” It will not be inappropriate to
the present occasion to present you with a list of those worthy men and Masons,
who have officiated in the office of Grand Master of this Grand Lodge from that
time until the session of 1850.

M. W. Henry Brush was succeeded in office by 4. Bro. Chester Griswold ; 5.
Jno. M. Snow; 6. Charles R. Sherman ; 7. Wm, W. Irwin ; 8. Samuel Wheeler ;
9. John M. Goodenow ; 10. Thos. Corwin; 11. Jno. Snow ; 12. Wm. Fielding ;
13. Jno. Satterthwaite ; 14. Charles Anthony ; 15. Timothy Baker ; 16. William J.
Rees ; 17. William B. Thrall ; 18. M. Z. Kreider.

Of these, the names of Huntington, Sherman, Irwin, Wheeler, Goodenow,
Soow, Satterthwait, and Baker, remind us that death is the common destiny of
all. They have departed from among us, and the places that knew them well,
shall know them no more. We may go to them, but they will not come to us. Our
Lodges and Councils, made glad by their presence and instructed by their wis-
dom, shall no more hear the sound of their voices. But we nay look to their ex-
amples, recal to nmiemory their fraternal teachings, and profit thereby. We may
be permitted on’this occasion to speak of the dead, who were at the laying of the
foundation stone of our Grand Lodge temple, and who aided in its completion and
adornment. They were among the most distinguished of Ohio’s sons—renowned
on the page of her history, for a high order of talents and for exemplary virtues.
They have filled important stations in the halls of legislation, in the army, at the
bar, on the bench of the judiciary, in the workshops, and on the farm. In our rem-
iniscences of the Grand officers who have gone before us to the place of de-
parted spirits, we have witnessed governors laying aside the mantle of authority,
generals sheathing the sword of war, judges disrobing themselves of their ermine,
senators doffing their togas, and the mechanic and the farmer laying aside the
tools and utensils of industry, to put on the emblem of innocence and badge of a
Mason—the white apron. “Man dies, but his memory lives.” The memory of
our ancient and departed Grand officers, is refreshing to the best feelings of “our
natures. They were great and good men and Masond. May their virtues and
their labors live in perpetual record upon the tablets of our memories, and upon
the minds of all the Brethren. !

It was the sentiment of an eminent divine, that the workmen die but the work

|
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on. How appropriate the reflection to your present meeting at this time
and at this place. Fortyfour years ago in this place, five Lodges, being all that
were then within the State, assembled by their representatives and organized the
present Grand Lodge; now your subordinates exceed two hundred. Then, the
{l"obable number of Masons in Ohio, inclusive of those not members of these five
odges, was one hundred and forty ; now the number of Master Masons in the
State, affiliated and not affiliated in membership in Lodges, probably exceeds
twentyfive thousand. [t is true that during this long period of time the progress
of your Liodges in the works of mercy, morality, and brotherly love, has not been
uninterrupted. It has had its dark days and severe trials—Lodge after Lodge,
through a large portion of the State, was prostrated by or succumbed to the fell be-
som of antimasonry; but enough remained nobly to sustain your G. Lodge, so that
her annual meetings were never interrupted.  T'he work wenl on. She never quail-
ed before the storm and the tempest of passion, invective, and vituperation, that
was directed against her. Her beacon light continued to shine amidst the sur-
rounding darkness of error, ignorance, bigotry and fanaticism, till good men see-
ing her good works united in sustaining her in that peace and tranquility that
she has long since enjoyed. And now renovated and refreshed by years of quiet
and prosperity, she is industriously and with annual augmentations, discharging
the important duties of her mission with honor alike to herself* and the Craft.

~
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Hartland, Vt., February 26, 1853.

Br. Mook :— % % % We have reason to believe that good times are coming.
If the Masonic Tree was cut down in Vermont, it has sprouted again and the tender
branches are growing. We have at this time in Windsor county, five Lodges at
work,—one in Hartland, one in Hartford, one in Royalton, one in Rochester, and
one in Woodstock. There are also two Chapters,—one in Hartland and one in
Royalton.

The Lodge in Woodstock is working under a Dispensation. Lubim Putnam has
been appointed Master ; O. H. Mahenzie, S. W.; and —— Tracy, J. W. ; John A.
Pratt, Secretary and Joel Eaton, Treasurer.

. Fraternally yours, Lewis Emmons.

.
Lockbourne, O., February 17, 1853.

Br. Moore: % % %  We have a Lodge recently established at this
place (styled Lockbourne Lodge), under a Dispensation from the Grand Master of
Ohio, M. W. Wu B. Husgarp, Esq. of Columbus. Our officers are Archibald N,
Boalse, W. M. ; R. G. McLean, 8. W. ; and Josiah Hulba, J. W. We are doing
2 good careful business—none but good material being selected for our Masonic edi-
fice ; and we hope to give a good account of ourselves at the next meeting of the
Grand Lodge, which will be held in October, at Chilicothe, the old capital of the
Buck-Eye State.

‘We had the misfortune to lose our Tyler, Br. Joun M. Yares, in Jaunuary last.
He was seized with apoplexy at 8 P. M. on the 1st, and died at 1 P. M. on the 2d
January. He was 28 years of age, and was an esteemed and exemplary Brother.
Our Lodge meets on the Thursday on or preceding the full moon.

Fraternally yours, B.
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Tre Cariroax1A TrouBLES.—As we were
putting the last sheet of the present number
of this Magazine to press, we received a
note from the Grand Master of California,
reminding us that in 1851, his Grand Lodge
adopted a report from the committee on for-
eign correspondence, in which the right of
the Grand Master to make Masons at will is
distinctly recognized. This is true, and the
Grand Lodge is now reaping the harvest of
its own sowing, and the present G. Master
is entitled to the henefit of the fact, so far as
it goes, in justification of his own course.
But in adopting the views of the comnmiltee
who made the report in question, his Grand
Lodge did not, we apprehend, intend to re-
cognize the right of its Grand Master to sum-
mon Brethren about him and, under the in-
Jjunction of secrecy, make Masons of persons
who bud been rejected in his presence, by
one of its own Lodges; neither did it au-
thorize the Grand Master to suspend the ac-
tion of its Lodges,assume to make their can-
didates, and appropriate the fees to himself,
“ by right of his prerogative,” —directing the
Secretary of the Lodge to *“ make no record of
them.” We trust the matter will be ad-
justed without further agitation of the de-
tails.

07 We have recenlly. accidentally sent a
copy of the first number of the eleventh vo-
lume of this Magazine, to some new subscri-
ber, instead of the first number of the pre-
sent volume. We shall be pleased to make
the necessary exchange, as we have occasion
for the missing number.

Iy We learn that our Br. Puivie C. 'Tuck-
ER, Jr., late Grand Secretary of the Grand
Chapter of Vermont, hias opened a Law of-
fice at Galveston, and has been admitted to
practice in all the Courts of Texas. Our
Brethren at the North, having business in the
way of his profession, will be faithfully serv-
ed by entrusting it to him.

$5Br. 0. C. Wadsworth, 28 Dauphin
street, Mobile, Ala., is an authorized agent
for this Magazine. The Trestle-Boards, in
plain and extra binding, may also be had at
his store.

‘Washington.

WasuiNagTon’s INtTraTION. —We are umn.
der obligations to our Br. DovaLas, P. G. M.
of Florida, for a copy of his excellent A
prEess, delivered at St. Augustine, on the
late enniversary of the initiation of General
We have read it with much
interest, and regard it as one of the best ex-
positions of the Masonic character and rels-
tions of Washington, which the oecasion has
called forth. Our BrotHer has embodied ia
the address all, or nearly all, the Masonic
letters of the illustrivus deceased, as orig
nally collected and published by us in pamph-
let form, some twentyfive years ago, and
which have since appeared in the pagesof
this Magazine ; from which they have been
frequently copied by our contemporaries, and
scattered generally over the country and
among the Fraternity,—thus doing the im-
portant work for which they were originally
collected. He has also brought into a single
view most of what is known of the Masonic
history of Washington in other respects.
Br. Douglas is anxious to obtain one or two
copies each of all the addresses delivered on
the occasion referred to, in different parts of
the country, for which he will be happy to
send his own in exchange. His addressis—
“Thomas Douglas, Esq., Jacksonville, E.
Florida.”

¥ Thus far in the present volume we have
given our readers an undue proportion of
original matter. We believe, with the ex-
ception of ten or a dozen pages, the eatir
six numbers have been original articles.
This however has been rather from necessitf
than choice, inasmuch as it has deprived 88
of room which we prefer to occupy with mat:
ters of general intelligence. We hope to ¢
medy this in fature numbers.

0" The Supreme Council 33d for the
Northern Jurisdiction, closed its Annual Coe-
vocation in this city, on the 24th ult. The
session was well attended, and a large®
mount of business was transacted. In 09
next we shall give an abstract of the pr
ceedings.

0G™Br. John A. G-;)-ber is an authorized
agent for the Magazine and Trestle-
in Greenfield, Mass.
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WASHINGTON AND WARREN.

WHATEVER contributes, however slightly, to illustrate the Masonic
character and relations of ‘these eminent Brethren, can never be regarded
with indifference by the members of the Masonic Brotherhood. The sim-
ple and unembellished fact, that they were Masons,—that they mingled
in the labors of the Lodge room, and pledged the integrity of their char-
acters for the purity of the principles there taught and the duties there
inculcated, is a legacy of inappreciable interest and value to them. As
itis one of their brightest and loveliest jewels, so it should ever be their
highest care that its brilliancy is not dimmed, nor its beauty impaired, by
throwing around it false lights, or fictitious colorings. Its value is in
its trnth and purity. When it is said, that Washington was an active
member of a Masonic Lodge, and that Warren was a Grand Master of
the Craft, all has been told that is necessary to identify them with the Or-
der, and to demonstrate their appreciation of its principles and jpurposes.
Whatever we add to this simple statement, beyond what may be required
for illustration, is the emanation of fraternal pride, or a boastful spirit.
Nor do we object to this, as the generous promptings of a veneration for
great and good men, and virtuous deeds. But it becomes us, as we prize
the peerless.legacy we possess, that we do not, in the pride of our hearts or
the fervor of our imaginations, so strive to magnify the simple truth as to
impair its value. Every addition made to the fact as it stands, or preten-
sion urged in its favor, that will not bear the rigid scrutiny of the envious
or malevolent, may, in an hour when its whole strength is most needed,
materially detract from its value and usefulness. Every such addition is
a doubt thrown over the truth,—a cloud before the sun. It is-therefore
with extreme regret, that we have occasionally witnessed in various quar-
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ters, a disposition to magnify,—we will not believe to misrepresent,—the
true relation which Washington sustained to our Fraternity. Whether
this arises from indiscretion or the want of proper information, we are
unable to say. Nor are we inclined to pursue the inquiry. But there is
a single point in this connection which it may be proper to notice, not
only because it is not in all respects sustained by the record, but because,
being prominent in itself, and confidently stated, it may hereafter be used
to the prejudice of the truth, as it really exists.

In a circular just issued by the government of the Washington Monu-
ment Association, soliciting aid of the Masonic Lodges, in the prosecu-
tion of the undertaking they have in charge, Washington is asserted to
have been * a former Grand Master of Masons in the United States.”
The same statement has been made in other and Masonic quarters. But
the fact is not so. Washington never held any office in Masonry, higher
than that of Master of a Lodge. No such office as Grand Master of the
United States, has ever yet been created, though frequently proposed.
The statement cannot therefore be true. Not being true, the promulga-
tion of it is an act of injustice to the memory of him who never spoke
nor countenanced an untruth. It is doing injustice to ourselves and our
Institution. The public assertion of a fact so conspicuous, when found to
be untrue, is eminently calculated to throw a doubt over the credibility of
all that may be really true in connection with it. If we say an eminent
citizen was made a Mason in a particular Lodge, and it can be shown
from the record that no such Lodge ever existed, the logical inference is
that we know very little of his Masonic history ; and that, consequently,
what in other respects we pretend to know, is not very reliable. Itis
that this statement may hereafter, in the hands of the enemies of our Io-
stitution, be made instrumental in throwing suspicion over the whole Ma-
sonic history of Washington, that we have been induced to notice it. It
probably had its origin in a misapprehension of the following circum-
stance :

On the 13th January, 1780, the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania resolved,
that a Grand Master of Masons for the United States ought to be chosen ;
and unanimously nominated Gen. Washington for that station. It did not
elect him, for it had no power to do so. Circular letters were imme:
diately addressed to the other Grand Lodges in the several States, re-
questing their codperation in the proposed measure ; but in consequence
of the unsettled state of the country, and the difficulty of ascertaining the
opinions of the Fraternity, the furthcr consideration of the project was de-
ferred. The answer of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts was given it
the following words—* That any determination upon the subject cannoh
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with the propriety and justice due to the Craft at large, be made by this
Grand Lodge, until a general peace shall happily take place throughout
the continent.” The subject was never revived. The precise object
which the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania had in view, does not clearly
appear. The election of a General Grand Master in the way proposed,
was the creation of a Masonic Dictator. If the establishment of a Gene-
ral Grand Lodge was contemplated, it is worthy of remark, that this was
the first movement with a view to that object, ever made by a Grand
Lodge in this country. But whatever the character of the project or the
purposes of its movers may have been, it is the nearest approach ever
made towards the election of WasHINGTON as Grand Master of Masons
in the United States.

It may not be out of place in this connection, to briefly advert to
another incident in the Masonic history of Washington, which has given
rise to no inconsiderable measure of discussion and speculation among our
public speakers. Washington was initiated before he had atiained to the
age of twentyone years. This was contrary to the rule of Masonry, as
established by the Grand Lodge of England in 1663 ; and it was con-
trary to the general practice which in 1752, had obtained in this coun-
try.* But a different practice had also obtained, and to that,—without
stopping to inquire into the propriety of it,—we are to look for the ex-
planation of this apparent anomaly. In the constitutions of the G. Lodge
of Pennsylvania of 1781,—dedicated to Gen. Washington,—we find the
following explanatory note appended to the phrase, “ of mature age,”—
“ That is, of the age of twentyone ; and this is a proper rule for géneral
observation, before a person can be advanced to the sublime degree of
Master Mason ; yet, in America, where persons come sooner to ma-
tarity than in the more northern European countries, this rule is some-
times dispensed with, especially in favor of persons going abroad or to
travel.”+ This sufficiently indicates a practice that, regardless of the
rule, had grown up and was recognized as permissible at that early stage
of Masonry in this country. Under it Washington was initiated. That
he was of * mature age,” at a much earlier period, none who have stud-
ied the history of his life, will doubt. Nothing more therefore, need be
said on this point, than that he was initiated under a practice which, to
some extent, was then recognized as allowable.

*The practice of initiating the sons of Masons at eighteen years of age, isa French innova-
tion,—not authorized by the old constitutions, though adopted by Dermott, and, after the
union, by the Grand Lodge of England,—probably as a part of the compromise.

tWashington was not admitted to the second, and of course not to the third degree, until

after he was twentyone, though under this rule there was no impediment to his immediate
advancement.
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There is still another point in this connection, which, notwithstanding
its delicacy, we do not feel at liberty to pass over in silence. Br. Dove-
LAS, in his admirable address delivered at St. Augustine, in November
last, after giving what he supposed to be, and what he received from the
proper source as a literal copy of the record of Washington’s initia-
tion, says—* I have preferred this document in preference to that of Br.
Moore, because it i3 official, and because in Br. Moore’s-extract there isa
slight but unimportant inaccuracy, which occurred, doubtless, from the
haste of copying.” The essential point of difference is in the first entry.
We gave it from the ¢ Ledger,” with the date to correspond with the-fact,
namely—*¢ Nov. 4, 5752—Received of Mr. George Washington for his e-
trance, £2 3s.” Br. Douglas’s correspondent gives the first entry from the
“ Record,” or original minutes of the Secretary, as follows—* 5752,
Nov. 4th—George Washington, (present as Entered  Apprentice),” and
follows this with the entry from the ¢ Ledger,” as given below ; but with
the addition of the word * money,” after the word * entrance.” This
interpolation is of consequence only as it is not, as it purports to be, an
exact copy of this most interesting record. But there is another interpo-
lation, in the first entry from the “Record,” as furnished to Br. Douglas,
which ¢s material, in that, if taken alone and as it stands, it throws a se-
rious doubt over the whole question of the place of initiation. It is this
consideration alone which has induced us to notice the subject. The fact
of initiation is too important and too interesting in its character to be left
in jeopardy. The words interpolated are those contained within the pa-
rentheses. If Washington is recorded as present in the Lodge on the 4th
of November, “ as an Entered Apprentice,” and no further explanation i8
given on the record, the logical inference is that he had been previously
initiated elsewhere, and was then present as a visitor. 'We think there can
be no escape from this conclusion. But the Record does not so read.
The words were incautiously interpolated by Br. Douglas’s correspondent
as, in his opinion, necessary to explain the imperfect entry on the Record:
In this he was unfortunate. The Record, like most of the records of that
day, and we fear like too many of the present day, is of itself imperfect
and unintelligible. But fortunately, in the present instance, we are not
left in doubt as to its meaning. The “ Ledger” furnishes the desired ex-
planation, and puts the question beyond all doubt or cavil, when it says—
5752—* Nov. 6. Received from Mr. George Washington for his En-
trance, £2 3s.”” Without this entry the record of the Secretary is worth*
less, as to the material fact in question. Perceiving this difficulty it
1848, when the books were in our hands, we did not hesitate to take the in-
telligible entry from the ‘¢ Ledger,” rather than the culpably imperfect and
unintelligible one from the “ Record.” Following this with the more per:
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fect and satisfactory entries from the * Record” of March 3d and August
ith, 5753, we were enabled to present the three transactions precisely as
they occurred, and in a form at once clear and simple. The * entrance”
fee was undoubtedly paid on the 4th Nov., when the initiation took place.
The Lodge did not meet on the 6th, though the entry erroneously given
by Br. Douglas’s correspondent as from the * Record,” would imply this.
The entrance fee was carried into the ** Ledger” on that day; and it would
have been more satisfactory had the date been made to correspond with
the day on which it was paid. But this is not material. Our only object
is to protect this important and interesting record from interpolation and
misconstruction. To this end we have procured from an authentic source,

the following literal copy of the several entries as they stand on the origi-
nal Record and Ledger :—

[From the Record.}
. 5752—*¢ 4th Nov. Georar WaASHINGTON.”
[From the Ledger.]
5752—* Nov. 6. Received from Mr. George Washington for his Entrance, £2 3s.”
[From the Record. ] :

5753—3d March. Grorax WasminaToN passed fellow craft.”
5753—*¢ 4th August. Transactions of the evening are GEoraE WasHINGTON raised
. Master Mason.”

These are the only entries on the books of the Lodge, in which Wash-
ington’s name is mentioned, except that on the 1st September, 5753, he is
recorded as being present. He did not probably visit the Lodge after
this, for the reason that early in November following, he left home on his
celebrated expedition to the French Cainp on the Ohio,—under a commis-
sion from Gov. Dinwiddie. We think he never resumed his residence in
Fredericksburg.

In respect to Gen. WARREN, we have recently seen it stated by Breth-
ren who ought to be better acquainted with the history of their Institu-
tion, before they undertake to instruct others—1. That he was ¢ Grand
Master of the first Grand Lodge in America.”—2. That he was “the
Grand Master of Masons in America.” The first is untrue, and the second
conveys an erroneous impression. The first Grand Lodge in America
was established in 1783. Warren was born in 1741. This disposes of
the first of these statements. The second requires a few more words.

On the 30th November, 1756 (not 1752, as stated in the books), a dis-
pensation was received from Lord Aberdour, then Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of Scotland, constituting certain Brethren in Boston, into 2
regular Lodge, under the name of St. Andrew’s Lodge, No. 81. St.
John’s Grand Lodge, which had been established in Boston in 1733, con-
ceiving that by this act their jurisdiction had been improperly infringed
upon by the Grand Lodge of Scotland, * refused any communications or
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visits from such members of St. Andrew’s Lodge as had not formerly sat
in their Lodges.” Notwithstanding this refusal, and the opposition they
met with from the Brethren of the opposing Grand Lodge, St. Andrew's
Lodge continued to prosperand increase in the number of its initiates and
members, until the year 1768, when, through the codperation of two (uo!
three, as stated in the books) Military Lodges,—one being. English and
the other Irish, but both attached to British regiments then stationed in
Boston,—it petitioned the Earl of Dalhousie, Grand Master of Masons in
Scotland, and received from him a commission, dated the 30th May,
1769, * appointing Josepr WarrEN, Esq., Grand Master of Masons in
Boston, New England, and within one hundred miles of the same.”
Warren was installed on the 27th December following, and the second
Grand Lodge in Boston was duly organized. .

On the 27th December, 1773, a second commission, dated 3d March,
1772, was received from the Earl of Dumfries, then Grand Master of" the
Grand Lodge of Scotland, *“appointing the R. W. Joseph Warren, Esg.,
Grand Master of Masons for the continent of America.” And this brings
us to the point, in relation to which a single word, by way of explana:
tion, seems to be called for by the statement to which reference has been
made ; for history is valuable only as it is true, and rightly interpreted
To say that by virtue of this latter, as by the former commission, War-
ren was made * Grand Master of Masons in America,” is, in a limited
sense, true; but it is not true to the extent which the words naturally, and
in their general acceptance, imply. He was Grand Master of Masons in
America, to the extent to which the jurisdiction and authority of the
Grand Lodge of Scotland, from which all his powers emanated, were re-
cognized and acknowledged by the Masons in America. No further.
His authority as Grand Master, was limited and restricted to that portion
of the Fraternity who acknowledged allegiance to his principal. Beyond
this he neither possessed nor could exercise any Masonic authority what-,
ever. He was empowered by his first commission, as the representative
of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, to establish Lodges ¢ in Boston, and
within one hundred miles of the same.” Over these he presided as Grand
Master. His second commission extended his jurisdiction ; but it did not
clothe him with any additional executive powers. Those he previously
held were ample for all practical purposes. To this extent therefore, he
was ¢ Grand Master of Masons in North America” ; but not to the extent
implied by the terms, when used without qualification. In the unwarrant-
ed manner in which they are too frequently employed,—as in the it*
stance which has elicited this notice,”—they irresistibly lead the unit*
formed reader to the conclusion that he was the Grand Master over all
Masons and Masonry in America. Nothing can be further from the

-~
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truth. The Grand Lodge of England had exercised jurisdiction in the
country for nearly a quarter of a century before the Grand Lodge of )
Scotland established its first Lodge in America ; and the original Grand
Lodge in Massachusetts had been in existence, under English authority,
more than a third of a century before Warren was commissioned by the
Grand Lodge of Scotland. From the date of Warren’s appointment, the
Grand Lodges of England and Scotland, through their Prov. Grand Mas-
ters, exercised concurrent jurisdiction, until after the recognition of the
American independence, and the organization of American Grand Lodges.
But enough has been said to set the history right, and our present pur-
pose demands nothing further.

UNIFORMITY OF WORK.

A corresponpeNT in North Carolina writes as follows. He is urg-
ing the necessity of a greater uniformity in the work of the Lodges, as
essential to the preservation of the Masonic system, in its ancient purity.
He says—

“The system is impure,—it is injured by too much verbosity of langugge, too
much redund ancy and confusion. I have visited many Lodges in my lile,~not in
any official capacity,—but as a visitor, and have observed well everything which
had any bearing upon Masonry, and have found much that I did not think belonged
to the systemn. I have seen gross innovations, or rather ignorances, practised, and °
have grieved that the beautiful allegory of our ancient and time honored Institu-
tion should be so miserably explained. Pure Masonry contains nothing, neither
does it present anything, that is not capable of a just, reasonable and satisfactory
explanation. It taxes our credulity in no particular, while it challenges the best
exertions of all our reasoning faculties to detect a flaw in its speculative system.
If it consisted of nothing more than its means of recognition, I would not give the
value of a farthing for it. But it is something more. The whole system is so inti-
mately connected with the BisLk, as not to leave a doubt in my mind, that it was
made the means of communicating to poor fallen man, that great sacrifice which
threw a beam of light and glory around Moriah, one thousand years after its scenic
Tepresentation in Solomon’s temple. If you will take a man who has never seen
the ““ Great Light,” and communicate to him all the knowledge which can be given
in Craft Masonry, unless he closes his mind to every spark of reason, you will con-.
vince him of the immortality of the soul and the final resurrection of the body. Is
not that good Masonry ?

‘““But I have wandered. My object was to speak of uniformity of work. How
is this to be attained ? There seems to be a disposition in some quarters for a Gen-
eral Grand Lodge. If such a body is to exercise no authority over the State Grand
Lodges, so as to impair their independence, I have no objection to its establish-
ment ; but if our Grand Lodge is to surrender one particle of its independent power,
then I am decidedly opposed to it. If the Grand Lodges can so organize such a
body as to produce uniformity of work, I shall heartily concur ; but if the S.tate
Grand Lodges are in any degree to become subordinate to it, then the project is at
least a subject for careful discussion, if not of doubtful expediency.”
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There is no subject in the whole range of Masonic operations for the
last hundred years, which has elicited more discussion, or called forth great-
er efforts for its final and satisfactory adjustment, than the question of an
intelligent, consistent and uniform mode of work in the Lodges. That
such a result is greatly to be desired—that its attainment is worthy of all
reasonable endeavor—that it would conduce to harmonize, beautify and
strengthen the whole system, and contribute to the prosperity and useful-
ness of the Institution, are propositions about which there can probably
be no very great diversity of opinion among intelligent Masons. But it is
an end for which the authors of our present organization long ¢ labored in
vain,”—for which their successors wasted their best energies, and for
which the present generation have thus far ¢“ spent their strength for
naught.” :

It may not be worth while to inquire very critically into the causes
which have operated to produce these unsatisfactory results. But one of
the lessons which the past teaches is, that the sibject can be successfully
approached only in a liberal and enlightened spirit of compromise. The
assumption that one party is wholly right and the other wholly wrong,—
my landmarks and your innovations,—will never effect the object which
all admit to be desirable. And if we were all better informed in respect
to the freuent, and often radical changes, which have taken place in the
language and construction of the ritual during the past century, the pre-
sumption is that there would be less tenacity manifested in matters of
questionable propriety, and a more ready disposition to accept the judg
ment of common sense for the palpable errors of ignarance. But these are
points not open to discussion, and we refer to them merely for the sake of
the suggestion, that concesstons in phraseology, for the purposes of agree-
ment, do not necessarily involve the removal of established landmarks.

That a verbal uniformity can be permanently secured, through any
process of human ingenuity, is an opinion not warranted by the expe:
rience of the past, nor do we anticipate its realization in the future. A
nearer approximation than at present exists, may perhaps be obtained ;
but it can never be anything more than an approximation, unless the
mind of man shall undergo some unexpected change in its conformation,
and the powers of memory shall be miraculously equalized. With such

approximation we should therefore be satisfied. A continual stretching
after that which the stern laws of nature have placed beyond our reach,
is no mark of wisdom.

“The letter killeth, but the spirit maketh alive,” may not be wholly
inapplicable to the present subject. The letter, which is of secondarys
has been so long regarded as of primary, importance, in all discussion®
affecting the ritual, that it is to be feared the spirit, in many of our Lodges,
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1s been nearly lost sight of, or is but lightly regarded. Both, in differ-
ent degrees, are important. The latter is essential, and without it the
former is valueless. But the reverse of this proposition has, to some
extent obtained, and led to a blind adherence to the letter as it stands,
with all its palpable inconsistencies and innovations, without regard to
legitimacy or propriety. And for this no more satisfactory reason is
given than that it was so taught at some anterior period, by some popu-
lar strolling lecturer, professing to have so received it from Solomon, or
Noah, or perhaps Methuselah ! With such minds nothing can be done
towards effecting uniformity. You must come up to their standard, or
remain where you are. They are infallible—you the reverse. We
have encountered much of this spirit in our time,—so much indeed that
" our confidence in future efforts for improvement is greatly impaired.
Every intelligent Mason knows, if he has given any attention to the
subject, that changes are constantly taking place,—gradually, but sure-
ly,—a word here, and a word there. Nor would this be a source of serious
danger, if equivalent wbrds were substituted. But the fact is not so; and
the result is, too often, confusion or nonsense. There are too many  mas-
ters in Israel.” We have too many teachers,—each right, and all the
others wrong. The individual mind is favorably disposed to accept any
new thing that impresses it agreeably. What is true of the individual, is
in this respect also true of the masses. Hence it is that our Lodges are
too ready to adopt whatever is new and specious, without stopping to con-
sider its propriety, or its fitness. In this way has the ritual been and is
constantly being corrupted, through the false teachings of ignorant lectur-
ers and vagrant pedlars of Masonry.* And all future efforts to purify it,
and harmonize its parts, will be a waste of labor, unless the Lodges are
first and effectually protected from this worse than Egyptian plague.
The reform must begin here. When this is done, the work is more than
half accomplished. The number of teachers must be reduced and re-
stricted to the authorized lecturers of the Grand Lodges, and they se-
lected with sole reference to their ability and qualifications. Nor is this
enough. They and the Lodges must be protected, by stringent regula-
tions, against all impertinent interference, whether from abroad or at
home. Throw this protection around them, and give them, under the su-
pervision of their respective Grand Lodges, plenary and exclusive control
over the whole subject, and they will soon find out a method of bringing

about an approximate uniformity that shall be satisfactory to all parties.
More than this it is in vain to expect.

*Our Brother Mackey truthfully remarks in a late number of his excellent Miscellany,

* that ignorant Masonic teachers have done more harm to Masonry than all the enemies of
the Order combined.”
26
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If therefore, the correction of the ritual be the only object of a Gen- .
eral Grand Lodge, we concur in opinion with our correspondent, that its
.establishment is a matter of *“ doubtful expediency.” But we do not so
understand the subject. The friends of the measure propose more than
this. While they do not propose to give it power to interfere with the in-
dependent existence or action of the Grand Lodges, they do propose to
invest it with the power of an appellate body, to decide absolutely and
definitively, not only in respect to the ritual, but on all matters of disa-
greement that may be mutually referred to it by the parties. They also
propose to -clothe it with such general powers as it may exercise with ad-
vantage to the whole Fraternity, and without detriment to any of the ne-
cessary local powers of the Grand Lodges. Without some such well de-
fined powers the body would be valueless.

THE MASONIC MONUMENT TO WASHINGTON.

IT is of some importance to the successof this enterprise, that it should
not be blended in the minds of our Brethren, with the National Monu-
ment now in course of erection at Washington city. Both are underta-
kings worthy of encouragement and support. But they are entirely dis-
tinct in their characters and purposes. The latter is designed as a testi-
monial of gratitude to Washington for his surpassing patriotism and servi-
ces to his country. The former is intended to be a no less grateful tri-
bute of respect and affection for his memory as a Mason. The one is
purely Masonic, and so far local. The other is wholly national, and
therefore general. The subscriptions in the onecase, are expected to
flow in from every man, woman and child in the country, and, if need be,
from the national treasury. The friends of the other look only to the
Masonic Brotherhood,—the Brethren of Washington, as a Mason—on
whom his revered name and exalted virtues reflect back floods of cheer-
ing light and invigorating warmth. Shall they be disappointed ? We
trust not. . .

A correspondent, who is a member of the building committee, writes us
under date Fredericksburg, Va., March 19th, as follows:—* You can
assist us most effectually by again reminding the Fraternity of the sub-
ject, and by distinguishing ours from the National Monument at Washing-
ton. Ours is purely a Masonic testimonial. The Order needs it. By it
the world will be continually reminded that GEorGE WASHINGTON was a
Mason ; and thus his name will stand as a perpetual refutation of all the
objections and cavils and slanders which ignorance or envy or malice,
may invent against our honored and useful Fraternity. In this work
every Brother should have a part ; because, if in Washington’s triumphs
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every American has a share, his genius, his glory and his virtues have
contributed to every Mason’s individual honor. Responses have come up
from North, South, East and West, sufficient to convince us that the
undertaking meets with the united approbation of the Fraternity.”

‘We understand that Br. A. ALEXANDER LITTLE has been appointed by
the executive building committee to visit the Lodges in the principal cities
to solicit funds in aid of the enterprise, and we trust his labors may be
crowned with success. A ¢ Washington Masonic Monument Boz,” placed
in some convenient position in every Lodge in the country, would afford
every Brother who visits a Lodge, a favorable opportunity to do “ accord-
ing as he is disposed in his heart, not grudgingly, or of necessity,” but as
a * cheerful giver.”

HISTORY OF THE KNIGHTS TEMPLARS.

Ix our last we gave the concluding number of the able and valuable history of
the Knights Templars, by our talented friend and Brother,Jorx H. SHEPPARD,
Esq,, of this city. The numbers have been written expressly for this Magazine,
and they are characterized by ability, research and labor. They embrace
not only a complete and particular history of the celebrated and chivalrous Or-
der of the Temple, but a general and valuable narration of all the leading events
of the Crusades. It is safe to say, that the same amount of historical fact and
incident cannot be found in any one work on the subject in print. Our Brother
has explored the whole field of inquiry, and brought out from the nooks and
corners every object of interest, or that was calculated to elucidate his subject.

Their publication has run through something more than two years of this Mag-
azine, and while a large number of our present subscribers have never seen the
whole series, we suppose it is safe to assume, that a still larger namber have
never read them; for such is the usual fate of long series of articles on any use-

. ful subject,—especially when the numbers appear at intervals a month apart.
Exciting - and vicious tales of love, profligacy, and murder, usually meet
with better success. But we do not cater for such tastes, nor has our Brother.
He has addressed the understanding of his readers, without corrupting their
hearts or exciting their passions. And he now, in view of the fact alluded to,
proposes to publish the numbers in a separate volume of convenient size, if a suf
ficient number of subscribers can be obtained to defray the expenses of publica-
tion. His object is not to make money out of the work, neither is he disposed to
lose money by it. He would be pleased to see the child of his great labor in a
neat and comely dress, and he believes that those of his Brethren who have worn
the pilgrim’s weeds and carried the pilgrim’s staff, would alsobe pleased to make
its acquaintance in that form. With the history of his Order every Knight Tem-
plar should be familiar. To such, the work possesses a peculiar interest, while to
the mere general reader of history it has & value far above its price. The terms
of publication are given on the covers of this Magazine.
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BROTHER ALGER’SEULOGY ON WASHINGTON

[The Rev. Br. Awun having declined the invitation of the Grand Lodge of this Common-
wealth to publish the eloguent Eulogy delivered before that body on the 22d February, on
the life and character of Wasuixarox, has kindly permitted us to make the following
elegant extrect from his manuscript, it being the conclusion of the address] :—

Brethren of the Mystic Circle!

Stanpine here by your kind favor to-night, I should not only speak of Wass-
INeTON as a model man and patriot, to a company of patriotic Americans, but
also as a free and accepted Mason to an assembly of those who in this respect,
too, are of his own spiritual kith and kin. You will not expect me to close with-
out a brief reference to his relationship with our cherished Order.

Brethren of the holy Tie!—In WasHiNeToN we behold a consistent embodi-
ment of the Masonic rule of strict Morality. The integral purity and right-
eousnesss of his character and conduct afford a fair specimen of the genuine
fruits of Masonry, wherever its influences are received and its instructions fol-
lowed. Every member of this ancient, guiding Institution, is solemnly pledged
to revere, love and obey every law of right, and to abjure, and keep himself un-
sullied from, every element of wrong. From first to last he is thlckly surrounded
by the most significant and impressive symbols, ever to remind him of his Ma-
sonic obligations to observe truth and holiness in all their aspects, and to refraio
from falsehood and vice in every form. The garment of the consistent Mason is
innocence ; the measures of his motives and deeds are the square of virtue and the
plumb of rectitude ; his heart is'a vase still exhaling the incense of gratitude to
heaven ; the contents of his hand are charitable acts ; the cardinal guardians of his
soul are prudence, temperance, justice and fortitude; his monitors are the
winged hour glass of rapid frailty and the pointing sword of certain retribution
and the spade fast by the narrow house; his encouragers are the emblematic
ladder, the starry canopy, and the resurrection sprig ; and he walks over the va-
riegated carpet of life’s viciesitudes spread on the level of time, as one who kno#s
that the All-Seeing Eye is on him. If our word be doubted and the society we
honor and love be yet suspected and traduced, we reply to every calumny by
pointing to Washington, its worthy representative, and asking, is it possible that
he would have remained to the day of his death in full communion with an Insti-
tution any of whose fundamental, or permitted usages, or tolerated results, were
treasonous, or immoral, or perilous !

Brethren of the aacred Fellowship! 1In WASHINGTON s connection with our 80-
ciety we see a fine exemplification of the Masonic law of equal Fraternity. BY,
the traditional essential rule of our body, from primeval times till now, just as by
the great ordinance of unperverted nature, we are commanded to meet on the
level of a common humanity, and open warm hearts and ready hands to each others
distresses, and give love for love, eschewing all hate, envy and pride. On the
threshold of our temple all titular distinctions fall off, and standing within its
consecrated walls, on inherent merits alone, with equal rights and sympsthie
but with strict subordination of offices, man meets as the free and affectionate
brother of man, the merchant Creesus clasps in mystic grasp the toil-worn hand
of the penniless laborer, and the peasant is pressed to the bosom of the prince-
Often at evening did Washington descend from his elevation and on the floor
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roards of temporary Lodges, sit on terms of close friendship and perfect equal-
ty, side by side with the humblest soldier whose weary arms through the day the
heavy musket had galled, and whose naked feet had tracked the flints and the
snows with blood. All who enter the guarded enclosure of Freemasonry are
taught by beautiful ceremonies and touching symbols to throw their arms and
hearts wide open as very brothers indeed, to all who bear the typical word and
sign, to whatever race they belong, Hindoo or Saxon, and wherever they meet
from the equator all round to the poles. Has not our Order in this particular, a
magnificent and merciful mission yet to perform in a jarring and alienated
world ?

Brethren of the hidden Mysteries! In the initiation of Washington to the
secrets of our Institution and Fraternity, we find an impressive illustration of the
Masonic spirit of reverential humility. There is a religious awe about the en-
trance into the adytum of our traditions and secresy, as there is about the en-
trance into the invisible alluring scenes beyond the veils of time and mortality.
Whoso would enter the privileged pale must come in modesty and stillness, and
without pretensions. The glittering Sultan of Turkey, and the painted Indian of
the Rocky Mountains must come in the same manner, with the same humble,
submissive reverence. This fact is brought to our notice best by the occasion on
which we are now met. One hundred years ago this night, haply at this very
hour, the greatest man in the world, stripped of all insignia whereby he might be
distinguished from the lowliest of his fellow-men, presented himself at the door

of our sentinelled Order, and craved to be admitted to a knowledge and participa-
tion of its concealed benefits. Alone, in silence,in deep humility, he bowed be-
fore the ancient mystery and besought an entrance. The door opened, a friendly
voice and hand guided him forward, the curtain which has for so many ages
shrouded the secrets behind it from unworthy eyes, was lifted, and—he saw. In
these ceremonies Masonry but copies the mysterious ordination, and follows the
overawing spirit of all embosoming nature. Our initiation is only a miniature
type, a feeble symbol of the true, the great initiation through which, and that
upon impartial terms, every mortal, from the most gorgeous monarch to the most
destitute slave, must, sooner or later, pass to immortality., When a fit applicant
after the preliminary probation, kneels with fainting sense and pallid brow, be-
fore the veil of the unuttérable unknown, and the last pulsations of his heart tap
at the door of eternity, and he reverentially asks—as he cannot but do it with
profoundest reverence—admission to partake in the secrets and benefits forever
shrouded from the profane vision of sinful flesh, the infinite Master directs the
call to be answered by Death, the speechless and solemn Steward of the Myste-
ries of the celestial Lodge. He comes, pushes the curtain aside, leads the awe-
struck initiate in, takes the blinding bandage of the body from his soul,—and

straightway he receives light in the midst of that innumerable Fraternity of im-

mortals over whom the Supreme Architect of the Universe presides.

Thus and thither, Brethren of the immortal Hope! has our Washington as-
cended from us. And every year as the nation goes up to mingle funereal rite
and festi ve gratulation over his memory, among that vast company of congrega-

ted people appears a smaller and more intimate band, charged with fuller feeling,
*



206

fort hey wer e bound to him by closer, dearer ties, They draw near the spot
where his ashes sleep, and drop the branch of acacia upon his grave with a tear
and & smile. They lift their eyes to heaven and say, ¢ Glorious Brother, thither
hast thou risen now, beyond all the interposing veils, to the innermost shrine of

INFLUENCE AND RETRIBUTION.

creation, and there we too shalt come, and meet thee again !”’

INFLUENCE AND RETRIBUTION .*

BY COMP. DAVID BARKER.
Yx cannot send the simplest line
Abroad from off your pen,
But ye must meet in future hour
That very line again.

The slightest word ye cannot speak
Within a mortal ear,

But that the echo of such word
Ye must forever hear.

Ye cannot stride one single step,
While journeying here below,
But that some Brother takes your path

For happiness or woe.
1

Unholy thoughts ye cannot think,
Though never once expressed,

But that same Demon plucks those thoughts
To fill another’s breast.

Then watch your pen with miser care,
And let its labors be

A fount of solace to the soul,
And not of misery.

And guard your lips nor let them speak
A word, which future years

Can by some magic process change
To bitter, burning tears.

And mark the roap on which ye stand,
And note your footsteps well,

"And shun that thronged, frequented track

That leads away to hell.

And check your vain, unholy thoughts,
As much as in you lies,

Nor let them rob you of that bliss
Beyond the starry skies.

*Br. MoozE—This poem was written by me a few weeks since. The idea of the poem
was suggested by a private letter from you, now on my files.

D.B.
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SUPREME GRAND COUNCIL THIRTYTHIRD.

THE ANNUAL COMMUNICATION OF THE SUPREME GRAND COUNCIL OF
M. P. SOV. G. INSPECTORS GENERAL FOR THE NORTHERN MASONIC
JURISDICTION OF THE U. S. OF AMERICA, WAS HELD AT THE CITY
OF BOSTON, MARCH, 1853.

. Wednesday, March 23, 1853.
THE Supreme Grand Council convened this
day, at 12 o’clock, M. in the Grand Council Cham-
ber, Masonic Temple, city of Boston, State of

Massachusetts, Present, Most Puiss. Bro. Ep-

| warp A. Raymonp, Sov. Grand Commander ;

Mo. Il Br. Roserr P. Dunrar, Lt. G. Com-

§ mander; Ill. Br. CuarLes W. Moore, G. Sec.

Gen., H. E ;IIl. Br. StMoN W. Roeinsox, G.

Treas. Gen. H. E. ; Ill. Br. Francors TURNER,

Sov. G. Ins. Gen.; Il] Br. Rev. ALBERT Cui:, Sov

G. Ins. Gen.

The Supreme Grand Councd was opened in ample form—Prayer by Rev.
Br. Cask.

The reading of the minutes of the proceedings had at the previous commu-
nication was, on motion, dispensed with, each Inspector having a printed copy
before him.

A communication from Ill. Comp. HaswELL was read.

Communications from Brethren in Ohio, read and laid on the table for the pre-
sent.

Communication received from Br. THomas B, JounsTon, read and referred to
the Consistory.
The Grand Commander presented a form of Diploma, for the adoption of the
Council. On motion of Lt. Gr. Com. DuNLap, it was laid on the table,

On motion of Ill. Br. S. W, RoBinsoN it was

Ordered, That the annual communication of this body, hereafter, shall be on
the fourth Wednesday of March.

The Council was called off to assemble again at 3 o’clock, P. M.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Council assembled at 3 o’clock, pursuant to adjournment. Present, as at the
morning session. ’

The Supreme Body then opened its Sovereign Grand Consistory of Sublime
Princes of the R. S. and V. Brs. Rev. PavL DEax, Rev. G. M. RaNpaLr,
Rev. Taomas R. LameerT, N. H. Gourp, GARDNER GREENLEAF, FRANCIS AMy,
Joux MecCrerraN, and other visiting Brethren, appeared and took their
places.

The M. P. G. Commander read his annual report to the Supreme Councxl as
follows
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REPORT.

Irs. BretHREN :—We are again assembled in obedience to the requirements
of our Constitutions, Our Asylum of friendship again displays the symbolic de-
corations of our mystic Order,—teaching in silent eloquence, those sublime
moral truths, which beautify and adorn every department of the Masonic edi-
fice. Here, and thus surrounded, let it be our first duty to offer up from our
altar, the incense of thankful hearts, to Him who holds our lives and our desti-
nies in the hollow of his hands.

Our numbers are few. By a provision of our Constitutions, this and all cor-
responding bodies, when lawfully organized, are restricted in their active mem-
bers, to a number barely sufficient for a proper and efficient discharge of the va-
rious and important duties which necessarily devolve upon them. But while
this restrictive provision of our organic law, imposes arduous and oftentimes per-
plexing duties, it should be to us a bond of union and of strength. If in a mul-
titude of counsellers there are wisdom and safety, all experience teaches that
there are also, almost as a necessary consequence, greater liabilities to personal
differences and estrangements. The strength of all human institutions lies, not
in numbers, but in the ‘principles on which they are founded, in the moral in-
tegrity of their members, and in their unity of purpose and action. The saga-
‘cious and far-seeing founder of this small and select body, and the author of its
secret constitutions, well understood this principle of human action and human
frailty, and wisely availed himself of its conservative influences, Let it

therefore continue, as it was designed to be, a sacred bond of friendship to us
and to our successors, until the wisdom of future time shall devise a better and
more acceptable form of organization.

1 am happy in being ablé to report to you, that our friendly relations with our
cherished Sister Council of the Southern Jurisdiction, and with all foreign Coun-
cils with which we are in official correspondence, remain as at our last convoca-
tion. Our daughter Council of England and the British Dependencies, I am
happy to learn from its published reports, is prospering far beyond any reasona-
ble expectation which could have been entertained at the period of its establish-
ment. It has the past year constituted several Lodges of Perfection and Chap-
ters of Rose Croix in different Masonic Provinces within its jurisdiction; and
scarcely a meeting of its own body is held at its Grand East in London, at which °
there are not large numbers of talented and influential Brethren admitted into
the higher grades. Its interests are in able and discreet hands, and the present
indications are that it is destined, at no very remote period, to take its stand at
the head of all the Supreme Counclls in Europe, for character, ability, and effi-
ciency. This Council can never feel other than the highest regard for its wel-
fare, nor witness its prosperity with other than feelings of gratification.

The Ill. Grand” Secretary will lay before you sundry documents he has re-
ceived from France during the past year, and it affords me satisfaction to say,
that notwithstanding the interruptions which our Brethren there have expe-
rienced, as a consequence of the political changes and revolutions which have
taken place within the last few years, the Supreme Council of France continues
in the enjoyment of a good degree of prosperity.

I learn that our Brethren of the English Council, have recognized the Su-
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preme Council for Scotland, and I respectfully submit for your consideration, the
Il);.?(fnety of placing ourselves, at an early day, in amicable relations with that
y.

The Supreme Council for Ireland, under the judicious administration of the
v.enerable Duke of Leinster, still continues its active labors, and maintains its
high character for efficiency and usefulness.

I have the satisfaction to announce to you, that I have recently issued my Dis-
Pe.nsations for the organization of a Lodge of Perfection and a Council of
Princes of Jerusalem, at Cincinnati, in the State of Ohio, under auspices of
much promise. The Brethren to whom these Dispensations .have been en-
trusted, are, I am informed, of high respectability, and I learn that measures have
been adopted to place both bodies on an eligible basis.

The Lodges and Councils at Columbus, in the State of Ohio, and at Pittsburgh,

. In the State of Pennsylvania, continue to work under their Dispensations. They

are desirous however, of receiving their Charters, and these will be issued to
them at an early day,—blanks having recently been procured suitable for the pur-
pose. For the particulars as to their progress and present condition, I beg to
refer you to the interesting report of the efficient Deputy Inspector for the Dis-
trict within whose jurisdiction they are located.

I'regret that I am not able to report to you the precise condition of the various
bodies work ing under this jurisdiction in the States of New Hampshire, Rhode
Island, Connecticut, and New York, and must therefors, refer you to the Deputy
Inspectors and Representatives from those Districts, for the information which
has failed to reach me in season for this report.

Since our last annual convocation, the Lodge of Perfection in this city, has
been reorganized, and is now in active operation. I take pleasure in saying that
its interests are in the hands of Brethren whose personal worth and Masonic in-
telligence, zeal and faithfulness, afford ample assurance of its future suc-
cess,

I have the satisfaction to lay before you a copy of a Diplome which has been
designed for the use of the several bodies working under the authority of this
Supreme Council. If it shall receive your approbation and sanétion, a sufficient
number will be immediately ordered to meet the demand for them.

In conclusion, I beg to congratulate you on the present condition of the Coun-
cil, and the interests under its charge.

On motion of Br. Case, the Report of the M. P. G. C. was referred to a com-
mittee, to be reported on to-morrow morning.

The M. P. appointed Brs. Case, Dean and Turner the Committee,

Ill. Br. Francois Turner, Dep. G. Commander for the District of Connecticut,
made a very interesting verbal report on the condition and prospects of the Order
in Connecticut and New York.

Br. Gould, also gave an interesting report of the Order in Rhode Island.

The Grand Consistory was then closed, and opened on Knights of the East
and West,

The Il1. G. Sec. Gen. proposed Br. Thomas B. Johnston, of Wiscasset, Maine,

21 :
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as a candidate for the degrees from the 17th to the 32d inclusive. Br. John
ston was unanimously elected.

Rev. Br. Junius Marshall Willey, of Stonington, Ct., was proposed and unani-
mously elected. _

The Lodges, Councils and Colleges of the degrees from the 17th to the 29th
inclusive, were opened, and the neophytes instructed therein.

The M. P. 8. Grand Commander then opened an Areopagus of Grand Elected
Knights Kadosch, a Sov. Tribunal of Inq. Commanders, and a Consistory of Sub-
lime Princes of the Royal Secret, and Brs. Johnston and Willey were admitted
to those dignified grades in ample form, and proclaimed and acknowledged a
“ Knights of the White and Black Eagle, and Sublime Princes of the Royal
Secret.”

The Consistory was then closed untill 10 o’clock, Thursday morning.

. THURSDAY MoRNING, MARCH 24.
Called to labpr. Prayer by Rev. Br. Case.
The Committee on the annual communication of the M. P. G. Commander,

presented their Report, which was read and laid on the table.

Voted, That in the absence of Ill. Br. Yates, Dist. Dept. for New York, Ill. Br.
Francois Turner, Dist. Dep. of Connecticut, be authorized to act as his substitute,
for the city of New York.

The Ill. Grand Secretary Gen. presented the Annual Report and other pa-
pers of Br. Killian H. Van Rensselaer, District Deputy, &c. Also, an appli
cation for a Charter of Lodge of Perfection, &c.

Also, papers and documents from Brethrep in Cincinnati, Ohio. These were
referred to a committee, consisting of Brs, Dunlap, Dean and Case.

The M. Puiss. announced as the committee on accounts Brs, Robinson and
Moore.

IIL. Br. Albert Case was appointed by the M. P. Grand Commander, Assist.
G. Sec. Gen. H. E. Called off till 9 o’clock on Friday.

: Fripay MorxiNG, MarcH 25.
Opened at 9 o’clock in ample form, “Prayer by Rev. Br. DEan.

On motion it was . :

Resolved, That the Supreme Council, recognize the principle that a Charter
shall not issue to any Body, that has not been regularly organized, and worked
under Dispensation at least six months,

IIl. Br. Case offéred the following Preamble and Resolutions, which were
unanimously adopted :—

Whereas, it has come to the knowledge of this ‘Supreme Grand Council, that
the idea is prevalent to some extent among some of our Masonic Brethren, that
this body employs and authorizes agents to solicit Brethren in different localities

to take the necessary steps to acquire the degrees and organize Lodges of Per
fection, Councils, CKapters, &e. &c. & °

Be it known therefore, to all our Brethren of the Masonic family, that this
Council disclaims in toto any such conduct ; believing it to be contrary to the
principles and customs of our honored Institution, to seek and solicit men to be:
come ns—or to solicit Masons to seek to obtain knowledge of the higher
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dg,«._rreea. But that men in order to be received, must come of their own free
will and accord, and that Masons must be induced to advance, only, by a love
of Freemasonry, and a desire for further light and knowledge.

In the words of our M. P. Sovereign Grand Commander (see published pro-
ceedings of last year page 25 and 26.) .“Our conrse is plain ang simple. Let
us attend strictly to our own affairs, neither interfering with the rights’ of others
nor allowing any improper interference with our own. We are a distinct and
independent organization. We claim no control over degrees cultivated by, or
belonging to, any other lawful authority. And while we desire to cherish the
warmest sentiments of amity and brotherly love with all, we set up no right to
interfere with any other bodies, but those of our own lawful creation. Thisis the
basis on which we have ever rested as a Supreme Council. . It is the pillar of
our strength, the hope of our safety, the beauty of our Ark.”

Be it therefore Resolved, That this Supreme Grand Council has not, nor does it,
authorize any agents or members to solicit Brethren to obtain the Ineffable De-
grees for the purpose of organizing Lodges of Perfection, Councils, Chapters, &c.
nor for any other purpose whatever, such proceeding being contrary to Masonic
rule and correct Masonic practice.

Resolved, That'while this Supreme Council holds itself in readiness to encour-
age by the only proper Masonic means, the dissemination of the Ineffable De-
grees, they can only be imparted to those, who, upon their own unsought appli-
cation, are found to be true, trusty, and worthy.

Resolved, That while this Supreme Council is the only proper judge of the
policy of its own government, it will ever be solicitous to preserve the purity of
its rite, and anxiously regardful of the moral characters of all who seek its priv-
ileges. N

Br. Case, from the Committee on the Ohio papers, presented the following,
which was adopted :— .

The Committee on the application for a Charter for a Lodge of Perfection at
Cincinnati, and the other communications from Brethren in that city, have at-
tended to the matter entrusted to them and

REPORT:

That the petition for a Charter cannot properly be acted upon at this time, as
the Dispensation was granted but a short time since, and the regulation of the
Counci{)‘:equires that the Brethren shall organize and work six months, at least,
under a Dispensation before a Charter can issue.

Relative to the communications forwarded by our respected Masonic Breth-
ren residing in Cincinnati, they recommend that a Committee be appointed to ad-
dress a friendly Jetter to those Brethren on the subject, informing them that a
Charter could not be granted to the applicants at this session of the Sup. Coun-
cil; and that it will cause the necessary steps to be taken to enable it to arrive
at a correct decision on the matters which have been brought to its notice, doubt-
less from a desire for the purity, harmony and success of Masonry.

Respectfully submitted,
ALBERT Cask.

PavuL DEan.
R. P. Duniar.

The M. P. G. Commander appointed Brs. Dunlap, Case and Dean, a Commit-
tee to address the Ohio Brethren, in accordance with the foregoing Report.
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The Diploma, was taken from the table and adopted for the present use of the
bodies under this jurisdiction.

Ill. Br. Turner submitted the following Report on the address of the M. P. G.
Commander, which was adopted :—

REPORT.

The Committee to whom was referred the communication of our M. P. Grand
Commander, beg leave to report, that they have had the same under considera-
tion and find among the several peints alluded to in said communication, five or
six that require particular notice.

1. The committee would call the attention of this Supreme Council to the im-
portant step taken by our daughter, the Supreme Council of England and Wales,
with regard to the Supreme body of Scotland. For some time past this Council
had suspended their intercourse with the Scottish Council on account of some
supposed irregularities. But in the course of the past year, through the action
of the English Council, the way to a better understanding has been opened, and
the Committee cannot but hope that we shall soon be in ?nll correspondence with
the land from which our rite derives its name.

2. The committee would assure the Council of England that this Council view
with the greatest interest every effort made by them to cherish and extend their
friendly correspondence, with other Councils on the continent of Europe. Plac-
ing all confidence in the prudence, zeal and enlightened judgment of the Ills.
Brethren of that sovereign body this Counail will joyfully co-operate with them
in all proper measures, to the end that our hearts may be cheered by the know-
ledge of the spread of our sublime principles, and thus promote the progress of
the universal friendship that should unite all men into one band of brothers.

3. The Committee is aleo most happy to learn from the same report, that the
Supreme Council of the Southern junsdiction of the United States, continues to
enjoy health, stability and power, under the skilful management of its able
commander. . .

4. The documents that have been received from the Supreme Grand Council
of France eontain interesting information of their proceedings for the last two or
three years, and show that the Council of that Empire preserves its accustomed
p{losperity and tranquility, though surrounded by political commotions and
changes.

5. We would most heartily congratulate the Ill. Council of Ireland on her con-
tinued prosperity under the care of the ven. Duke of Leinster, and we can onl
express our-hopes that she may lonf continue to enjoy the paternal rule of their
wise and respected Sovereign Grand Commander.

Since the report of the M. P. G. Commander has been presented to this IIl.
Body, reports have been made by the Deputy for Connecticut and the represen-
tative of Rhode Island, and returns received from Rhode Island, Ohio and
Pennsylvania, which all show cheering prospects of the extension of aur Sublime
Degrees in those States and elsewhere. The desire for more light on the sub-
ject is fast spreading over our wide extended jurisdiction.

All of whieh is respectfully submitted,

F. TurnEr,
ALBERT Cask.

. PavuL DEan,
The Annual Report of Ill. Br. K. H. Van Renssalaer, Dist. Dept. for Pennsyl-
vania and Ohio, was read by the Gen. G. Secretary.

Phe Annual Communication of the Supreme Grand Council for 1858, was
closed in- ample form at 12 o’olock, M.
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GRAND LODGE OF VERMONT.

‘Wx have been obligingly furnished with printed copies of the proceedings of
this Grand Lodge, had at its annual comwmunication in January last. The ses-
sion was well attended and the proceedings indicate an increasing prosperity of
the Order throughout the jurisdiction. The address of the Grand Master, M. W,
Paivre C. Tucker, Esq., like every thing from the pen of our talented Brother,
is an able and interesting paper, though chiefly local in its character. The
Grand Master briefly reviews the facts in the California case, and concludes his

remarks on this unfortunate subject as follows :—

It has certainly been a common opinion of the Craft heretofore, that Grand
Masters possessed the power of making Masons at sight. (1.) The English prece-
dents show the practice to have existed in England, and they have been followed, in
some few instanees, in this country. No instance of it has occurred in Vermont,
but the right has never been questioned in this jurisdiction. Differences of opin-
ion have existed as to what the terms mean, and as to the extent of their opera-
tion ; some writers holding that degreés thus conferred should be given in Grand
Lodge only, and others tiat they may be given in what are termed * occasional
Lodges.” (2.) Desirable as it is that greater uniformity of opinion should exist on
this subject, we may hardly anticipate soon attaining it among our thirtytwo Grand
Lodges. The doubt about the construction of the rule ought to have a favorable op-
eration in inducing a charitable consideration for those who may be supposed o have
fallen into error in acting upon it. It is probable that Grand Master Hyam may, in
one or two instances, have erred in judgment on this subject and exceeded an
known precedents. I am familiar with no precedent which goes so far as to establis|
the correctness of making a Mason at sight by the G. Master, who is known to have
been rejected by a secular Lodge, nor am I aware of any case, except that now
under consideration, where such an application has been made to a G. Master, atall.
If the right to make Masons at sight be acknowledged to exist in the Grand Master,
it is difficult for me to understand who but he may properly judge of the circum-

(1.) The power of the Grand Master to make Masons at sight, has never we be-
lieve been denied. The point in controversy is as to the place where, and the cir-
cumstances under which, he may lawfully exercise the power. Our position is,
that he may do it in Grand Lodge ‘‘ duly assembled,” as provided by the Pennsyl-
vania constitutions of 1781, and the New York regulations of 1824. We also hold
that he may do it or aythorize it to be done in any regular Lodge within his juris-
diction. We are not aware that there is any difference of opinion anywhere on
these points. The Grand Master of California, and some others, take broader
ground, and maintain that the Grand Master may make Masons at sight of any-
body, anywhere, and under any circumstances, and pocket the fee therefor, * by
right of his prerogative.” There isno winking this last fact out of sight, for it has
been boldly claimed in other quarters than California. We repudiate the whole
doctrine as pernicious and unmasonic. The Grand Lodges of this country have a
practical illustration of its natural results before them ; and if this does not furnish

a sufficient argument against its toleration, any thing which we could offer would
be a waste of words.

(2.) This term, ‘““ occasional Lodges,” is found in the old books of constitutions,
where, as we think we have on a former occasion shown, it is used to designate the
‘“ occasional” or special meetings of the Grand Lodge of England, called for the ex-
press purpose of initiating members of the royal family, or other persons of ¢ noble
blood.” They are recognized in the old constitutions of that Grand Lodge, as
follows—* If at any Grand. Lodge, stated or occasional, monthly or annual,” &e.
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stances under which it may be exercised. (3.) It has been intimated in a high
Masonic 